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REPORTS    OF    PROCEEDINGS 


CITY  COUNCIL  OF  BOSTON. 


FOE   THE    MUNICIPAL    TEAR   188], 


Commencing  Monday,  January  3d,  1881,  and  ending  Monday, 
January  2d,  1882. 


BEING     REPRINTS    OF    REPORTS    AS     PUBLISHED     BY/    CONTRACT     IN    THE     BOSTON 

EVENING    TRANSCRIPT    TO    JUNE    30,    AND    SUBSEQUENTLY    I.i 

THE    BOSTON    EVENING    TRAVELLER. 


Second      Sex-ies. "Volume      3, 


B  O  S  T  0.JS" : 

ROCKWELL    &    CHURCHILL,    CITY    PRINTERS,    39    ARCH    STREET. 

(REPRINTS    OF    REPORTS    FROM  THE  TRANSCRIPT   PRESS  TO  JUNE  30,  AND 
THE  TRAVELLER  PRESS  TILE  REMAINDER  OF  THE  YEAH.) 


In  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  the  following  index 
has  been  prepared  under  supervision  of  the  Superintendent  of  Printing. 


INDEX  TO  PKOCEEDINGS  OE  THE  CITY  COUNCIL, 

FOR  THE  MUNICIPAL  YEAR   1881. 

Plan  of  Compilation.  —  Under  the  names  of  streets,  persons,  and  subjects,  appear  all  matters  pertaining  thereto,  exceptions 
as  follows  :  numerously  signed  petitions  in  aid,  and  for  public  objects,  and  similar  remonstrances,  appear  under  subjects  only,  not 
names  of  persons;  also  nominations  of  persons  not  elected;  precinct  officers  and  polling  places  appear  under  Elections; 
nominating  committees  appear  under  Committees  only;  committees  for  temporary  service  during  a  session  are  not  indexed. 

[Preceding  the  figures  indicating  page*,  a  signifies  Aldermen,  c  Common  Council.'] 


A  street — 

Telegraph  poles;  transfer  of  grants  a  449,  471,  485 
South  Boston  Il.R.  location  :  petition  a  709;  report  and  order 
notice  740;  hearing  803 
Abbey  and  Schoeffel — 

Park  theatre,  license  granted  a  573 
Abbott,  Charles  A.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115. 
Abbott,  Lcandcr  B.— 

15  Clarence  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  309,  order  passed  342 
Abbott,  Samuel  .V.  B. — 

Appointed  trustee  of  public  library  a  193,  o  198 
Abbott,  W.  K.  ttal.— 

Abbott  st.  (ward  24),  grading,  edgestones,  petition  a  209 
Abbott,  William  E.— 

Bine  Hill  av.,  relocation,  $25  damages  a  71 
Abbott  street  (ward  24)— 

(J lading,  edgestones  :  petition  a  209 
Stable  :  petition  a  352,  permit  375 
Abe,  Christian — ■ 

Bennington  at.,  horse  post,  petition  a  193 
Accounts — 

Joint  standing  committee  a  2,  c  4, 10 ;  organization  a  14 
'  '   iinty  accounts,  standing  committee  a  12 
' lanceflation  of  accounts  authorized  a  437,  c  475 
Auditor  of  Accounts — 

Monthly  exhibits  :  Jan.  14 ;  Feb.  69 ;  April  207  :  May  302 ; 
June  ■■;-■■<,;  July  470;  Aug.  545;  Sept,  591;  Oct.  709; 
Dec.  805. 
Estimates  for  1881-82  referred  c  105,  a  117,  report,  portion 
relating  to   schools   and  school  houses   referred,  re- 
mainder assigned  c  145,  176;  report  on  school  appro- 
priation, order  passed  e  183,  a  195;  appropriation  bill 
passed  c  189,  a  196 
Approval  of  city  architect  on  bills  c  131,  a  132,  c  286 
Authorized  to  make  closingtransfcrs  a  133,  c  144 
Annual  report  authorized  in  print  a  277,  c  278;  report  a  483 
Auditor  nominated  and  elected  a  412,  e  420 
Bond,  referred  a  471 ;  report,  bond  approved  a  474 
Adams,  Kbenezer — 

Director  of  East  Boston  ferries,  resignation  a  881,  e  895 
Telegraph  poles :  petition 'a  593;  permit  645 
■       Crossing:  at  Field's  corner,  petition  a  733;  report  775 
Adams,  Edwin,  et  «l. — 

Blue  Hill  ave.,  sprinkling,  petition  a  229,  orderpassed  251 
Adams  Express  Co  it  al. 

Court  sq.,  paving,  petition  a  273,  order  passed  295 
Adams,  Francis  M. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Adams,  Nathaniel,  estate  of — 

New  St.,  opposite  Maverick  st.  (ward  2),  wooden  addition  to 
building,  petition  a  273,  permit  a  314,  c  322 
Adams  street — 

Wooden  building;    movement  from  Milton,  petition  a  334, 
permit  412 
Adams  street  (Dorchester)  — 

Sewer  :  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 
Sprinkling:  petition  a  132;  order  passed  311 
Flank  walks;  petition  a  159 
Abeam,  Timothy— 

Movement  of  wooden  buildings:  from  2:',  Williams  si.   to 
unnamed  place  oil'  Greenwood  av.   (ward  2:;;,  petition 
a  639;  permil  659 
Ahern,  Timothy— 

99  Smith  st.,  edgestones,  sidewalks,  petition  a  077 
Aid,  Mary — 

SI  I'  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  549:  order  passed  574 

B03  East  Third  st.,  edgestones,  sidewalk, petition  a  549;  order 

<  -I  574 
1*  and  Third   sts..   abatement    of   edgestonc  and    sidewalk 
assessment,  petition  a  881 


Ailman,  John  H.  et  al. — 

Washington  St.,  at  Channcy  place  (ward  23),  crosswalk,  peti- 
tion a  468,  report  017 
Alaska  street — 

Crosswalk :  at  Blue  Hill  av.,  petition  a  468 
Albany  street — 

Fires  between  Dover  and  Way  sts.,  $300  reward  c  88,  a  89 
New  lease  of  wharf:  No.  730,  petition  a  209;  order  passed 

a  277,  c  278,  301 
Fire  department  repair-shop  c  270,  a  273 
Sprinkling,  petition  a  247  ;  order  passed  276 
Steam  engines  :  No.  597,  order  notice  a  273;  hearing  334;  per- 
mit 373 
No.  439,  permit  a  394 
Corner  East  Dedham  st,,  permit  a  916 

Movement  of  wooden  building :   from  439  to  412,  permit  a  276 
Revised  grade  :  between  Lehigh  St.,  and  B.  &  A.  R.  R.  bridge 

a  376   519 
Stable  :  rear  No.  834,  petition  a  390;  permit  487 
Bridge  :  repairs  a  558 

Granite  driveway:  between  Kneeland  and  Beach  sts.,  peti- 
tion a  589;  order  passed  746 
Land  for  enlargement  of  Ciiy  Hospital,   order  to  purchase 

referred  e  665 
Sidewalk  abatement :  order  passed  a  617 
Wooden  building:  corner  Maiden  St.,  erection,  petition  c  661, 

a  733;  leave  to  withdraw  a  775,  c  792,  a  862,  c  865 
Widening:  from  Northampton  to  Dearborn  sts.,  expediency, 

referred  c  731 ;  report,  referred  e  910 
Crosswalks :  between  Northampton  and  Pike  sts.,  petition 

a  677 
City  greenhouse:  between  Stoughton  and  East  Newton  sts., 

order  passed  a  786 
726,  unsafe  building,  order  passed  c  800,  a  803 
Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires :   permit  a  888, 
913 
Albion  street  — 

Sidewalk  :  No.  75,  petition  a  20D;  order  passed  234 
Alcorn,  William  J. — 

Appointed  assistant  supt.  of  Charles  river  bridge  a  786 
Alden,  Morton  — 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  115 
Appointed  inspector  of  bundle  hay  a  115 
Alden  place  (Jamaica  Plain)  — 

Lamp  :  petition  a  549,  report  890 
Aldermen,  board  of  — 
Called  to  order  1 

Message  from  common  council,  of  quorum  present  1 
Convention  with  members  elect  of  common  council  1 
Prayer  by  chaplain  1 
Inauguration  of  mayor  1 

Oaths  of  office  administered  to  aldermen  elect,  by  mayor  1 
Inaugural  address  delivered  by  mayor  1 
Hugh  O'Brien  elected  chairman  1;  address  1 
Message  to  common  council  of  election  of  chairman  2 
Committees  —  see  alphabetical  heads 
Message  from  common  council,  of  organization  2 
( lonvention  for  choice  of  city  clerk,  2,  3 
Regular  meetings,  Mondays  4  o'clock  assigned  2 
Notice  of  death  of  councilman  Daniel  J.  Sweeney  2;  special 

election  ordered  2 
Contingent  fund,  approval  of  bills  authorized  15;  additional 

appropriation  a  101,  c  107 
Special  meetings  ami  adjournments  24,30,434,448,449,474, 

4'.iu.  5Mi,  .v.i:;,  019,  782 
Mode  of  filling  vacancies,  order  of  1880  referred  a  34,  c  43; 

order  passed  to  petition  c  50;  non-concurrence  a  52 
Petition  for  g<  neral  meeting  of  voters — see  Voters. 
Petition  of  William  Krost—  see  Elections. 
Peiiton  of  Benjamin  F.  Anthony — see  Elections. 
Summer  vacation,  order  passed  456 


IV 
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Convention,  mayor's  valedictory  c  848,  a  855,  c  850 

Annual  dinner,  a  916 

Closing  proceedings  a  91S 

Convention  with  school  committee— sec  Schools. 
Alenquisl,  Ann  M. — 

153  Chelsea  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  593;  order  passed  631 
Alton!  street  (Charlestown) — 

Edgestoncs,  gutters,  grading,  macadamizing:  order  passed 
a  254 

Stable :  opposite  Carries  St.,  petition  a  422;  permit  487 
Alt'ord  street  (Jamaica  Plain) — 

Sewer:  petition  a  608 
Alfred  street- 
Laying  out :  damages  a  518 

Grading,  edgestoncs  :  petition  a  589 ;  order  passed  617 
Alger,  Cyrus,  heirs  of — 

Foundry  St.,  near  Fourth  st.  (ward  13),  stable,  petition  a  S9; 
pirmit  140 
Alger  street  (ward  15) — 

Wooden  building:  near  Dorchester  av.,  petition  a  289;  permit 
a  314,  c  322 

Lamps :  report  a  890 
Allandale  Spring- 
Passenger  wagons:  petition  a  132;  license  211 
Allandale  street — 

Lamp  :  near  Centre  St.,  petition  a  690;  leave  to  withdraw  916 
Allen,  A.  H.— 

Rutherford  av.  near  Allen  st.  (ward  4),  wooden  building, 
erection,  petition  c  607,  a  608 ;  leave  to  withdraw  c  637, 
a  613 

22  North  Mead  St.  (ward  4),  stable,  leave  to  withdraw  a  721 
Alien,  George  H — 

Appointed  superintendent  of  lamps  a  82 
Allen,  Nathaniel  T. — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  c  172,  a  179,  c  182,  a  195 
Allen,  Thomas  P. — 

Pearl  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  404 
Alley,  William  H.— 

Fairfield  St.,  between  Newbury  and  Boylston  sts.,  petition  to 
put  in  order  a  159 
Allston  Heights  (Brighton) — 

Lamp  :  petition  a  568  ;  report  890 
Allston  street — 

Sewer :  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 
Allston  street  (Brighton)  — 

Edgestoncs:  corner  Washington  St.,  petitions  a  234;  order 
passi  d  357 

Crosswalk  :  corner  Brighton  av.,  petition  a  363  ;  report  394 
Almy,  Edward  C.  &  Co. — 

616-622  Washington  St.,  electric  lights,  permit  a  837 
Alveston  street  — 

Sidewalk  :  petition  a  352 ;  order  passed  376 

Sidewalks  :  near  Seavern  av.,  petitions  a  709 
American  Asphalt  Pavement  Co.  — 

Granite  St.,  opposite  Richards  St.,  steam-engine,  petition  and 

order  notice  a  14;  hearing  52;  permit  70 
American  Bell  Telephone  Co.  —  see  Telephone  wires 
American  Electric  Light  Co. — see  Lamps 
American  Gas  Lighting  Co. — 

Apparatus  for  lighting  and  extinguishing  street  lamps,  invita- 
tion accepted  a  710 
American  Rapid  Telephone  Co.  —  see  Telephone  wires 
Ames,  Frederick  L. — 

Newbury  st.  (ward  11),  stable  petition  a  309;  permit  340 
Ames,  Hiram  — 

Nominated  and  elected  second  assistant  assessor  c  144,  172, 
a  179 
Ames,  O.  — 

Newbury  st.  and  Chester  park,  stable,  petition  a  511 ;  permit 
557 
Ames  Plow  Co. — 

Lease  of  portion  of  Quincy  market  building  a  342 
Ames,  S.  T.  — 

Beacon  and  Marlborough  sts.,  edgestoncs,  sidewalks,  petition 
a  568,  order  passed  590 
Amherst  street — 

Grading :  petition  a  709 
Amory  street — 

Buildings:  erection  near  Stony  brook  and  Codman  av., 
petitions  a  C67,  c  671 ;  report  and  order  passed  a  862, 
c  865,  911,  a  912 

Steam-engine  :  petition  and  order  notice  a  815 ;  hearing  881 
Anderson,  George  M. — 

Linden  st.,  sewer,  §40.09  abatement,  order  passed  a  645 
Andrew ,  John  F.  — 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Andrews,  Richard  F. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Andrews,  Rodney  B. — 

Appointed  field  driver  and  pound  keeper  a  255,  c  257 
Anthony,  Benjamin  F.  — 

Petition  for  recount  of  votes  for  him  for  alderman,  laid  on 
table  a  137;   request  for  opinion  of  city  solicitor  139; 
opinion  160;  petition  referred  213;  report  338 
Apollonio,  Nicholas  A.  — 

Nominated  and  elected  city  registrar  a  70,  c  74 


Appropriations  — 

Annual  appropriations  —  see  Accounts,  auditor's   estimates 
$5000  for  courtesies  to  distinguished  visitors  c  10,  16,  a  20 
§900  for  contingent  fund  common  council  a  34,  c  43 
§2500  for  contingent  fund  common  council  c  604 
§500  for  contingent  fund  common  council  a  913 
§1500  for  bridges  on  coinmon  a  35 
§79850  for  school  expenditures  c  45,  a  52 
Expenditures  by  committees  not  having  charge  of  appropria- 
tions, to  be  charged  to  incidental  expenses  c  50,  a  52 
§2500  to  Charlestown  almshouse  a  56,  c  58,  a  70,  c  74 
§1300  to  Boston  harbor  for  removal  of  ice  a  70,  c  74,  a  83,  c  86 
Transfers  in  appropriation  for  public  institutions  —  see  Insti- 
tutions 
§600  to  contingent  fund  board  of  aldermen  a  101,  c  107 
§600  to  contingent  fund  joint  committees  a  101.  c  107 
§2400  to  assessors'  department  a  94,  c  96,  a  100,  120,  c  122 
§21400  to  paving  a  121,  133,  c  144 

§24000  to  pauper  expenses  a  140,  168,  c  174,  $2500  for  ventila- 
tion of  public  library  c  155,  a  168,  c  174 
$4000  to  Water  Supply,  Beer  Island,  a  590,  c  595 
$7500  to  Almshouse,  Charlestown  District  a  590,  c  595 
§6500  for  widening  draw  of  Mt.  Washington  av. -bridge  a  593, 

c  597,  a  629,  c  635 
§2000  for  abatement  of  nuisance  on  Norfolk  av.,  etc.  c  595, 

a  608 
§2500  to  contingent  fund  common  council  a  629,  c  636 
$1S000  to  primary  school-house,  Parker  St.  a  679,  c  683 
§55000  balance  additional  water  supply  c  749,  a  764,  779 
§40000  for  sewers  a  764,  c  792 
$28000  for  grammar  school-house,  Kenilworth  st.  a  806,  c  865, 

871 
$1500  to  contingent  fund  joint  committees  a  806,  c  818 
$1500  for  records  of  street  names  a  807,  c  818 
§20000  for  schoool-houscs,  public  buildings  a  805,  c  818 
§1000  to  treasury  department  c  846,  a  855 
§1300  to  collector's  department  c  846,  a  855 
Stony  brook,  credit  of  receipts  a  890,  c  895 
§10000  to  public  buildings  c  895,  a  913 
Arcadia  street  — 

Sewer :  petition  a  289;  report  and  order  notice  314;  hearing 
334 ;  order  passed  376 ;  report  of  cost  referred  S37 
Arch  street  — 

Paving  :  petition  a  309 

Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires :  permit  a  888, 
913 
Architect,  city — 

George  A.  Clough  nominated  and  elected  a  70,  c  74 
Approval  of  bills,  committee  to  report  ordinance  c  131,  a  132; 

report  c  285 ;  ordinance  passed  c  301,  a  310 
Ordinance  requiring  whole  time  in  service  of  city,  assigned 
c  270;  referred  c  286;  report  accepted  c  328,  a  335;  order 
referred  c  6S6 ;  report  c  S34 ;  ordinance  passed  c  846,  a  855 
Granted  two  months'  leave  of  absence  a  455,  c  460 
Arlington  street — 

Telegraph  poles :  petition  of  fire  commissioners — see  Tele- 
phone 
Arklow  street  — 

Heath  place,  change  of  name  a  764 
Armories — see  Militia 
Arnold  arboretum — see  Parks 
Ashby,  George  W. — 

14  Hancock  st.    (Charlestown),  steam-engine,  petition  and 
order  notice  a  309 ;  hearing  369 ;  permit  394 
Ashland  street — 

Bridge :  repairs  a  558 
Ashland  street  (ward  23)  — 

Grading,  etc. :  petition  a  100 

Stable  :  near  Florence  St.,  petition  a  229;  permit  255 
Ashmont  street — 

Edgestones  :  petition  a  32 ;  remonstrance  68 ;  order  passed  341 
Sidewalks  :  No.  13,  petition  a  369:  order  passed  395 
Assessors — see  Taxes 
Athens  street — 

Bridge  :  repairs  a  558 
Atkins,  Simon  P. — 

Lamartine  St.,  edgestonc  abatement  a  197 
Atkinson,  J.  C. — 

Tremont  place,  lamps,  report  a  S90 
Atlantic  avenue — 

Steam-engine :   at  No.  365,  petition  and  order  notice  a  52 ; 
hearing  S9;  permit  101 
At  No.  369,  petition  and  order  notice  a  179 ;  hearing  229, 
289 :  permit  313 
Sidewalks  •  between  Central  and  State  sts.,  petitions  a  159; 

order  passed  701 
Telegraph  poles  :  petition  a  193 ;  petition  a  468 ;  permit  574 
Shooting  gallery :  petition  a  404 
Electric"light  posts  :  petition  a  511 
Bulkhead,  fence,  sidewalk :  between  T  wharf  and  Eastern- 

av.  packet  pier,  order  passed  a  659 
Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires :  permit  a  888, 
913 
Atlantic  National  Bank- 
State  st.,  sewers,  damages,  petition  a  247;  leave  to  withdraw 
a  518,  c  521 
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Atlas  Refining  Co.  — 

Bremen  st.,  track,  petition  a  632;  report  and  order  notice 
7u] ;  bearing  763;  order  passed  789 
AttWOOd,  Frank  II.  &  Co.— 

Nob.  44-46  Purchase  st.,  steam  boiler,  petition  a56R;  permit 
587 
Atwood  avenue  (ward  22)  — 

Lamps:  petition  a 247 J  report  890 
Atwood,  Revere  E. — 

Appointed  weigher  of  coal  and  measurer  of  wood  and  bark 
a  352 
Atwood,  Samuel  8.  &  Co. — 

Rear  11*54  Tremont  st.,   wooden  building,  erection,  petition 
c  343 ;  permit  a  395,  c  397 
Auditor  of  Accounts — see  Accounts 
Austin,  Arthur  IV.  — 

Park  st.  (Charlestown),  widening,  $1945.50  damages,  order 
passed  a  591 
Austin,  Arthur  \V.  et  al. — 

.South  st  ,  plank  walk,  petition  a  830 
Austin  farm— see  Institutions 
Austin,  J.  W.  et  ill.— 

Faneuil  st.   (Brighton),  crosswalk  at  Bigelow  St.,  petition  a 
468;  report  485 
Austin  street  (Charlestown)  — 

Tracks:   relocation,  petition  of  Eastern  It.R.  Co.  a  836;  re- 
port, order  passed  864 
Petition  of  Fitchburg  R.R.  Co.  a  855 
Austin,  William — 

Forest  Garden,  entertainments,  petition  a  289;  license  313 
Forest  Hills  st.  (ward  23),  wooden  building,  petition  a  309; 
permit  a  395,  c  397 
Avery,  Alden  — 

263-265  Newbury  St.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  783;  order  passed 
807 
Avery,  Charles  E. — 

Appointed  inspector  of  bundle  hay  a  115 
Avery,  George  A.— 

244  Newbury  St.,  and  Newbury  cor.  Fairfield  St.,  edgestone 
assessment  a  83 
Avon  place — 

Primary  school-house,  order  passed  a  376 ;  assigned  c  380 
Avon  street  (ward  10)  — 

Electric  light:  permit  a  610;  petition  639 
Avon  street  (ward  23)  — 

Lamps  :  petitions  a  639,  690,  783;  report  890 

B  street  — 

Sidewalks  :  2,  4,  and  6,  petition  a  608,  order  passed  631 
Bachelder  6:  Doris — 

Circus  at  East  Boston,  license  granted  a  573 
Back  street — 

G  rading :  from  Walk  Hill  st.  to  Ashland  St.,  order  passed  a  276 
Bacon,  8.  T. — 

Ballot  boxes,  petition  a  486,  511;  hearing,  resolve,  and  order 
passed  a  oil ;  petition  702 
Badges  — 

For  members  of  common  council  10,  96 
Badlam,  William  H. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Bagley,  Daniel  J.  it  al. — 

Globe  alley,  lamp,  petition  a  881 
Bagley,  William  B. — 

Appointed  surveyor  of  marble,  freestone  and  soapstone  a  115 
Bailey,  Andrew  J.,  councilman  (ward  4)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Elected    president    of   common    council  3 ;    resignation    of 

presidency  and  membership  682;  resolution  of  thanks  682 

On  committee  on  ordinances  3;   (resigned  650) ;  judiciary  11 ; 

Mystic-valley  sewer  a  23,  e  25  ;  joint  rules  and  orders  27 ; 

public  instruction  27;  testimonials  to  city  of  New  Orleans 

61;  obsequies  of  President  Garfield  622;  hospitalities  to 

representatives  of  France  and  Germany,  a  669,  c  671 

Requested  to  sit  for  photograph  portrait  176 

Nominated  and  elected  city  solicitor  a  679,  c  682,  a  695,  c  703, 

a  709,  c  723,  a  736,  c  748,  a  703 
Remarks : 

Requesting  return  of  order  relating  to  parks  478 
-Mystic- valley  sewer  5G:s 
Bummer  vacation  and  salary  question  576 
Death  of  President  Garfield  021 
Bailey,  Charles  A. — 

Faneuil  Hall  Market,  transfer  stall  No.  105,  a  254 
Bailey  &  Diaper  et  at.— 

Rogers  st.,  paving,  petition  a  483 
Bailey  street  (ward  24)  — 

Stable  :  near  Washington  street,  a  petition  a  836;  permit  803 
Bailey,  T.  W.  and  Son  et  al.— 

iiayioarket   sq.,   from    Washington  st.  to  Charlestown   St., 
crosswalk,  petition  a  132 
Bailey,  William- 
Lee  st.,  corner  Child  st.  (ward  23),  stable,  petition  a  549;  per- 
mit 572 
Bainard,  John— 

685  and  687  Parker  St.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  422;  order  passed 
456 


Bainbridge  street- 
Sidewalk  :  petition  a  132 
Baker,  Ann  B.— 

Knapp  st.,  sewer  abatement  a  210 
Baker,  E.  K.— 

Newbury  St.,  near  Chester  park,  stable,  petition  a  511 ;  permit 
557. 
Baker,  Mary  E.— 

Amount,  due  Charles  W.  Baker,  deceased,  order  passed  a  395, 
c397 
Baker  street — 

Stable  :  near  Weld  st.,  petition  a  193;  permit  211 
Baldwin,  Henry,  it  al. — 

Brighton  av.,  corner  Harvard  av.,  crossings,  petition  a  352; 
report  376 
Baldwin  street  (ward  13)  — 

Stable  :  corner  Granite  st.,  petition  a  568,  permit  587 
Ballast  lighters— see  Lighters. 
Ballot  boxes— see  Elections 
Bancroft,  George,  et  al. — 

Police  station  on  Back  Bay  territory,  petition  c  401 
Bancroft,  Marie  E. — 

9  North  av.  (ward  24),  grade  damages,  petition  a  209 
Banks,  Herman  — 

357  W.  Third  street,  edgestones,  sidewalks,  petition,  order 
passed  a  709 
Banks,  Nathaniel  P.  — 

Eulogy  on  James  A.  Garfield,  resolution  of  thanks,  request 
of  copy  for  publication  a  680,  c  683 
Barker,  George  W.  et  al. — 

226  Bowen  St.,  tree,  petition  a  229 ;  report  341 
Barker,  William  H.— 

Appointed  assistant  supt.  of  Broadway  bridge'  a  786 
Barnard,  Caroline  S. — 

Hammond  av.  (ward  8),  change  of  name,  remonstrance  a  68 
Barnard,  Coolidge  et  al. — 

Mill  st.  (Dorchester),  crosswalks,  petition  a  352;  report  617 
Barnnard,  J.  P. — 

Bill  for  carriages  c  848 
Barnes  &  Duncklce — 

West  Newton  St.,  stable,  petition  a  247;  leave  to  withdraw 

700 
Clarendon  St.,  crosswalk,  opposite  Hotel  Brunswick,  petition 
a  652;  report  701 
Barnes,  Israel  M. — 

Appointed  inspector  of  bundle  hay  a  115 
Barnes,  Henry  J.  et  al. — 

Passage-way  rear  of  Commonwealth  av.  and  Marlborough  St., 
Lamps,  petition  a  677;  report  890 
Barntim,  P.  T.  it  al.— 

Circus,  petition  a  273;  license  granted  295 
Barr,  Peter — 

Washington  st,.  cor.  Summer  st.,  personal  injuries  and  dam- 
age to  buggy,  petition  a  100 ;  leave  to  withdraw  a  197,  c  198 
Barrett,  Daniel — 

Concord  st.  (Charlestown),  sewer,  petition  a  390;  report  and 
order  for  hearing  557  ;  hearing  569 
Barrett,  James — 

Central  av.  near  River  st.  (ward  24),  stable,  petition  a  912 
Barrett,  R.  S.— 

Unnamed  st.  near  Stark  st.  (ward  4),  wooden  building,  erec 
tion,  petition  a  607;  report  and  order  a  862,  c  865,  911, 
a  912 
Barron,  Frank  I. — 

Appointed  weigher  of   coal   and  measurer  of  wood  a  89; 
115 
Barry,  Charles  C,  administrator — 

Essex  St.,  pay  for  laud  taken,  petition  a  32 
Barry,  David  W.,  councilman  (ward  16)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed :  committee  on  disposition  of  topics  in  mayor's 
address  4;  common  27;  police  27;  charges  against  city 
treasurer  004 
Remarks  : 

Joint  rules  and  orders  5 
Proposal  of  John  Reardon  153 
Summer  concerts  158,  192,  559 
Pay  of  laborers,  etc.  285 
Commonwealth-av.  fences  287 
City  treasurer  324 

Storage  of  gunpowder  in  tenement  houses  385 
Pension  to  officer  Wasgatt  388 
Music  stand  on  common  398,  403 
Care  of  plants  in  winter  087,  825 
Salaries  of  city  officers  707 
Site  for  city  building  on  back  Bay  799 
Investigation  of  police  commissioners,  907 
Barry,  John  L.  et  ill. — 

lissex.st.,  widening,  §350  damages  a  120 
Barry,  John  R. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Barry,  Patrick — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Bartlett,  J.  B.  L.— 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  115 
Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 


VI 
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Bartlelt,  John  D.  etal.— 

Harvard  av.,  at  Cambridge  si.  (Brighton),  crosswalk,  petition 
n  863 ;  report  394 
Bartlett,  William  E,  councilman  (ward  15) — 
Oaths  of  office  I 

Appointed:  committee  on  lire  department  27;  harhor  27; 
Mai'cella-st.  Home,  inquiry  lot;  Fourth  July  259;  eulogy 
on  President  Garfield  022 

Remarks: 

Janitors  of  school-houses  49 
Marcella-st.  Home  154 
Chariestown  almslimtse  200 
I'oint  Shirley  railroad  21S 
(Irani!  Junction  wharves  242 
Transfer  of  engine  12,  etc.  282 
Pay  of  laborers,  etc.  2S5 
Prince  school-house  yard  287 
Ordinance  relating  to  city  architect  301 
Broadway  bridge  351 
Charges  against  City  Treasurer  604 
Death  of  hoseman  Tobey  727 
Site  for  city  building  on  Back  bay  793 
City  I'oint  park  80S 
Bassett,  Harriet  G.,  heirs  of— 

Washington  st.  (ward  24),  grade  damages,  petition  a  422 
Batcheldcr,  Nellie  A. — 

72  Dennis  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  247  ;  order  passed  276 
Bates,  J.  L.  etal.— 

I  and  Fourth  sts.,  sprinkling,  petition  a  490 
Battery  street — 

Druggist's  mortar:  corner  Hanover  St.,  permit  a  609 
Lantern  :  No.  5-7,  petition  a  S81 
Baxter,  Francis  J. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Baxter,  Francis  J.  et  al. — 

Marine  park  at  City  Point,  petition  a  273,  c  278 
Baxter  street- 
Sidewalks  :  No.  90,  petition  a  360 ;  order  passed  395 
No.  88,  petition  a  390;  order  passed  426 
No.  82,  petition  a  5S9 ;  order  passed  017 
No.  64-80,  petition  a  639 
No.  77,  petition  a  690 
Edgestones  :  No.  77,  order  passed  a  617 
Bay  State  Pump  Co. — 

21  Chariestown  St.,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  for  hear- 
ing a  230 ;  hearing  2S9 ;  permit  513 
Beach  street — 

Steam-engines :   at  Nos.  155-159,  petition   and  order  notice 
a  32;  hearing  82;  permit  94 
Corner  Federal  St.,  petition  and  order  notice  a  309;  hear- 
ing 363;  permit  394 
Middlesex    R.   R.  tracks :    additional  location,   report  and 

order  notice  a  590 
Electric  lights  :  No.  159,  permit  a  808 
No.  191,  permit  a  80S 
Beach  street  (Dorchester) — 

Sprinkling:  petition  a  193;  order  passed  234 
Beacham  street  (ward  4) — 

Stable  :  at  No.  19,  petition  a  100;  permit  211 
Beacon  Oil  Co. — 

43  India  St.,  and  Chelsea  st.  (E.B.),  petroleum,  renewal  of 

license  a  235 
Chelsea  st.,  rear  of  Curtis  St.,  wooden  addition  to  building, 
petition  a  449;  report  c  561,  578 ;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
Beacon  street — 

Claims  :  damages  c  46,  a  52,  c  87, 156,  a  159 
Telephone  poles  :  petition  a  6S 

Crosswalk:    at  Brimmer  St.,  petition  a  193;    order  passed 
341 
at  Berkeley  St.,  petition  a  7S3 ;  report  837 
Sprinkling:  between  Brookline  av.  and  St.  Mary  St.;  order 

passed  a  212 
Between  West  Chester  park  aud  Brookline  av.,  order  passed 

a  212 
Stables  :  near  Brookline  av.,  petition  a  309  ;  permit  426 

No.  316,  petition  a  639,  permit  658 
Sidewalks:  Nos.  279  and  281,  petition  a  677;  order  passed 
701 
No.  342,  petition  a  733 ;  order  passed  775 
No.  316,  petition  a  803 ;  order  passed  S37 
Nos.  287  and  2S9,  petition  a  836;  order  passed  864 
No.  291 ,  order  passed  a  887 
No  336,  petition  a  568 ;  permit  587 
Plank  walk:    near  Chestnut  Hill  reservoir,  petition  a  273; 

order  passed  357 
Wooden  building:    movement    from    Hereford    St.   to   near 

Brookline  av.,  petition  a  334 ;  permit  357 
Paving :  corner  Somerset  st.,  petition  a  390 
Steam-engine:  corner  Brighton  av.,  petition  and  order  notice 

a  517;  hearing  549;  permit  574 
Edgestones,   sidewalks:     corner    Marlborough  st.,    petition 

a  568 ;  order  passed  590 
Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires  :   permit  from 
Tremont  to  Park  sts.  a  888,  913 
Beacon  street  (Brighton) — 

Plank  walk  :  near  Chestnut  Hill  av.,  petition  a  132 


Beal,  Elizabeth  A.— 

Carruth  St.,  corner  Van  Winkle  st.   (ward  24),   stable,  peti- 
tion a  912 
Beal,  Leander,  councilman  (ward  17) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Elected  :  committee  on  accounts  10,  clerk  14 
Appointed:  committee  on  Fourth  July  259;  bonds  city  offi- 
cers 436;  charges  against  city  treasurer  604 
Beati,  Aaron  H.  et  al. — 

Walnut  av.,  sewer,  remonstrance  a  178 
Bean,  B.  F.— 

29  and   31   Clarence  St.,  edgestones  and  sidewalk,  petition 
a  193 ;  order  passed  213 
Bean,  Ivory,  et  al. — 

West  Rutland  so..,  footbridge   over  B.  &  P.  R.R.,   petition 
a  639 
Bean,  Mary  E. — 

52  Clarence  St.,  edgestone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  209;   order 
passed  234 
Beard,  A.  W.  et  al.— 

Central  st.,  paving,  petition  a  390 
Beckhard,  S.  A.  &  Co.— 

Corner  Washington    and    Eliot  sts.,  electric  lights,  permit 
a  862 
Bedford  street — 

Old  Latin  and  English  High  School  building  surrendered 

a  83,  c  86,  112,  a  117 
Free  Industrial  school,  petition  a  309,  report  c  349,  a  352 
Electric  lights:  corner  Washington  St.,  permit  a  862 
Beech  st.  (W.R.)— 

Telephone  poles  :  petition  a  511 ;  permit  617 
Beecher,  Francis  A.- — 

Vernon  St.,  right  of  way  over  Stony  brook,  petition  a  178; 
report,  order  passed  a  376,  c  380 
Bellevue  street  (ward  24)  — 

Grading:  between  Bowdoin  and  Clark  6ts.,  petition  a  483; 

passed  617 
Edgestones :  petition  a  483 
Establishing  grade :    from  Quiney  to  Bowdoin   sts.,   order 

passed  a  617 
Sidewalks  :  petition  a  677 

Sewer:  from  Trull  to  Quincy  sts.,  petition  a  836 
Benks,  Herman — 

337  Third  st.  (ward  15),  stable,  petition  a  468;  permit  592 
Benewato,  Frank — 

Prince  st.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  132 
Bennett,  Edwin  G.— 

Williams  market,  cellar  of  stalls  7,  9,  and  11,  steam  boiler, 
petition  a  474 
Bennett,  George  S.  et  al. — 

Dorchester  av.,  at  Van  Winkle  St.,  crossing,  petition  a  667 ; 
report  701 
Bennett,  Joseph,  et  al. 

Washington    St.,    Chestnut    Hill    av.,     and    Cambridge    st. 
(Brighton),    sprinkling,  petition    a    178;    order  passed 
276 
Union  st.  (ward  25),  lamps,  petition  a  209 ;  report  S90 
Bennett,  Joshua,  heirs  of— 

Foster  st.  aud  Foster  court,  grade  damages,  petition  a  229 
Foster  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  789 
Bennington  street — 

Horse-post :  petition  a  193 
Nuisance :  corner  Prescolt  St.,  petition  a  404 
Bergen,  Patrick — 

Henchman  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  790 
Berkeley  street — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  422 
Bridge  :  repairs  a  558 

Underground  telegraph  and  telephone   wires:  permit  a  SSS, 
913 
Berry  street — - 

Grading,   macadamizing :    from    Canterbury   st.  to  Calvary 
cemetery,  order  passed  a  426 
Beverly  street — 

Claims  :  damages  a  32,  c  43 
Sprinkling:  petition  a  690 

Telephone  poles :  between  Causeway  st.  and  Warren  bridge, 
petition  a  733;  permit  775 
Bicknell,  Thomas  W.  et  al.— 

Harvard  st,  (ward  24),  grading,  etc.,  petition  a  352 
Bigelow,  Austin,  councilman  (ward  25)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:     committee  on   assessors'    department    27;    en- 
gineer's department  27;  new  bridge  to  Chariestown  27: 
Fourth  July  259 
Elected  :  director  for  public  institutions  a  33,  c  44 
Remarks : 

Election  of  finance  committee  8 

Decoration  day  S6 

Marcella-st  Home  95,  174,  182 

Representation  in  the  council  from  ward  23  10S,  155 

Summer  concerts  158 

Homoeopathic  hospital  206 

Point  Shirley  railroad  21S 

Ward  13,  contested  election  case  223 

Use  of  council  chamber  by  assessors  245 
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Prince  school-house  yard  263 
Pay  of  laborers  263 

Confirmation  of  water  commissioner  271 
Fourth  of  July  278 
Old  state  house  347,  475 
Brighton  poor  farm  384 
Pension  to  officer  Wasgatt  388 
Excursion  by  members  of  common  council  478 
Salaries  of  city  officers  029,  540,  601 
Inspection  of  provisions  578 
Arnold  arboretum  798 
Public  parks  832 
Billerica  street — 

Paving  :  petition  a  549 ;  order  passed  574 

Edgestones,  sidewalks:  between  Causeway  and  Minot  sta., 
order  passed  a  574 
Billings,  Margaret  C— 

Bowdoin  st.,  abatement  of  edgestone  assessment  a  83 
Billings,  Robert  C— 

Rock  wood  st.  (W.R.),  grading,  petition  a  178;  edgestoncs, 
petition  a  483;  order  passed  519 
Binns,  Joseph — 

83  O  st.  (ward  14),  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice 
a  120;  hearing  178;  permit  197  ;  melting  furnace,  petition 
and  order  for  hearing  a  373;  permit  394 
Bird  street  (ward  24)  — 

Sewer:  between  Columbia  and  Hancock  sta.,  petition  a  404 
Petition  to  establish  grade  a  490 
Birkmaier,  G.  L.  et  al. — 

Stable  on  K  st.,  remonstrance  a  393 
Births,  marriages,  and  deaths — 

Reports  of  births,  order  to   petition  referred  a  701;   report 
a  786 ;  assigned  c  792 ;  referred  to  next  city  government 
c  909,  a  912 
City  registrar's  department — 

Joint  standing  committee  a  12,  c  27 
Records  of  First  Church  in  Charlestown  c  58,  a  68 
Vital  statistics,  annual  report  a  69 
Nicholas  A.  Apollonio  nominated  and   elected  city  reg- 
istrar a  70,  c  74 
Annual  report  c  559 
Bishop,  Robert — 

Seventh  and  Tudor  sis.,  erection  of  wooden  warehouse,  peti- 
tion a  422;  report  c  561,  578;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
Tudor  st.  (S.B.)  shaft,  petition  a  623,  G52 
Bishop,  T.  Brigham — 

Chelsea  st.,  near  Eagle  st.  (E.B.),  steam-engine,  petition  and 
order  notice  a  14;  hearing  52;  permit  70 
Blaekstone  street — 

Transparency:  No.   91,  petition   a  449;   leave  to   withdraw 

591 
Steam  engine  :  :No.  100,  petition  and  order  notice  a  590,  hear- 
ing 623,  permit  645 
Blair,  John — 

West  Canton  St.,  personal  injuries,  leave  to  withdraw  c  112, 
a  117 
Blaisdell,  George  8. — 

Minot,  near  Sheridan  st.   (ward  24),  stahle,  petition  a  209; 
permit  237 
Blake,  Christopher — 

Dorr  St.,  near  Earl  st.  (ward  15),  wooden  building,  petition 
a  193,  permit  255,  c  257 
Blake  (George  F.)  Manufacturing  Co. — 

3  Crescent  court,  metal  furnaces,  petition  a  89;  permit  101 
Blake,  Samuel  H.— 

Amusement  license  granted  a  862 
Blakemore,  John  E. — 

550-554  Eighth  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  667 
Blakemore,  John  E.  et  al. — 

Bridge  over  B.  &  P.  R.R.  at  Mt.  Hope  station,  petition  a  247; 
order  passed  277 
Blakemore  street — 

Grading,  gravelling  :  from  Hyde  I'ark  av.  to  Brown  av.,  order 
passed  a  276 
Blanchard,  Euke — 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  half  interest  in  lease  of  cellar 
No.  1,  report  a  631 
Blanchard,  William,  et  al.— 

Lambert  av.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  568;  order  passed  807 
Dorr  and  Norfolk  sts.,  crosswalks,  petition  a  568 
Blaney,  David  H.  et  al.— 

Brooks  st.,  sewer,  petition  a  229;  report  and  order  notice  294; 

bearing  SOU;  order  passed  341 
Marginal  st.,  paving,  petition  a  229;  order  passed  394 
Eagle  and  Border  sis.,  edge-tones,  petition  a  652 
Liverpool  st.,  M.  R.K.  ears,  petition  for  hearing  a  667 
Eagle  st.,  between   Meridian  and  Border  sts.,  grading,  etc., 
petition  a  763 
Blaney,  D.  H.— 

Bremen  st.,  near  Brooks  st.  (ward  2),  stahle,  petition  a  309; 
permit  358 
Blaney,  Mary — 

Shepard  st.  (Brighton),  abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment, 
petition  a  115 
Bleiler,  Catherine— 

Minden-st.  extension,  $3250  damages,  order  passed  a  573 


Bleiler,  Catherine  E. — 

Heath  place  (ward  22),  stable,  petition  a  836,  permit  887 
Bleiler,  Frederick— 

Minden-st.  extension,  $1200  damages,  order  passed  a  573 
Bleiler,  John,  et  al. — 

Minden  st.  (Roxbury),  grading,  etc.,  petition  a  733 
Blossom  street — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  32,  c  43,  a  89,  c  95 
Blossom,  William  A. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Blue  Hill  avenue — 

Additional  damages   for  land  taken,   petition   a    32;    order 

passed  180 
Relocation  :  damages  a  71 

Wooden  buildings  :  rear  Columbia  St.,  erection,  petition  a  229; 
permit  255,  c  257 
Addition  to  No.  24,  petition  a  468;  report  c  561,  578:  order 
ruled  out  c  598 
Sprinkling :  petition  a  229 ;  order  passed  254 
Edgestones  :  order  passed  a  270 
Sewer:  report  and  order  notice  a  294;   hearing  309;  order 

passed  341 ;  report  of  cost  referred  855 
Sidewalk  :  petition  a  309 ;  order  passed  591 
Cutting  off  and  grading,  corner  West  Cottage  St.,  petition 

a  404 
Crosswalk :  at  Alaska  St.,  petition  a  468 

at  Woodbine  St.,  petition  a  690 
Stables  :  No.  24,  petition  a  468 ;  permit  487 
Plank  walks  :  between  Wales  and  Abbott  sts.,  petition  a  677 

Between  Walkhill  and  Madison  sts.,  petition  a  803 
Highland  R.R.,  change  of  location  :  report  and  order  notice  a 

775;  hearing  S36 
Lamp  :  junction  with  Norfolk  St.,  leave  to  withdraw  a  916 
Blume,  Andreas,  et  al. — 

Midland  et.  (Savin  Hill),  6ewer,  petition  a  549 
Boardman,  William  P. — 

Appointed  inspector  of  bundle  hay  a  115 
Bodge  Maria  B. — 

Broadway  extension  :  $85  damages,  order  passed  a  745 
Bogman  &  Vinal — 

7  Dock  sq.,  cellar- way,  petition  a  132;  permit  170 
Bolan,  Henry  A. — 

Elected  superintendent  Charles-river  hridge  c  111,  a  118 
Bolan,  James  — 

Appointed  assistant  supt.  of  Charles-river  bridge  a  786 
Bolan,  John  C. — 

Appointed  assistant  supt.  of  Charles-river  bridge  a  786 
Bolton  street — 

Sidewalk  :  at  No.  279,  abatement,  petition  a  89 ;  order  passed 

170 
Grade  damages  :  order  passed  a  314 
At  310,  order  passed  a  341 
Petition  a  369;  order  passed  917 
Petition  to  put  in  order  a  404;  order  passed  558 
Bond,  George  H.  et  al. — 

South  st.,  between  Summer  and  East  sts.,  paving,  petition  a  483 
Bonds  of  city  officers — 

Annual  examination,  committee  a  428,  c  436 
Border  street  (E.B.)  — 

Stables  :  petition  a  89,  permit  121 

Near  Lexington  St.,  petition  a  549 ;  permit  592 
Near  No.  297,  petition  a  568;  permit  668 
Paving  :  petition  a  104 
Telephone  poles  :  remonstrance  a  273 

petition  a  836 
Lamps  :  petition  a  881 

Change  in  drive- ways  :  No.  170,  petition  a  511 
Wooden  buildings  :  rear  No.  178,  erection,  petition  a  549;  re- 
port c  561,  578;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
Rear  No.  326-330,  extension,  petition  a  568 
Edgestones :  petition  a  652 

Steam-engine  :  No.  134,  petition  and  order  notice  a  804;  hear- 
ing 881 
Bornstein,  Henry — 

Corner  Elm  and  Washington  sts.,  flag,  petition  a  449;  leave 
to  withdraw  591 
Bornstein,  Henry,  et  al. — 

Increase  in  police  force  at  night — see  Police 
(New)    Washington   st.,  police    protection,   report  referred 
a  573 ;  report,  order  passed  a  591,  c  594 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Corporation — 

Extension   of  Broadway,  matters  in   controversy  with  city, 
committee  authorized  to  consider  and  report  a  255,  c  257 ; 
report,  order  assigned  c  304;  passed  c  326,  a  335;  $48500 
land  damages,  order  passed  a  341 ;  lease  a  721,  c  723 
Hereford  and  Dalton  sts.,  sewer  abatement  a  210 
Extension  of  Fairfiold-st.  sewer  a  341,  e  343 
Kneeland  and  Utica  sts.,  alteration  of  sidewalks,   petition 

a  404 ;  order  passed  485 
Parker  st.,  temporary  track,  permit  a  426 
Utica  St.,  between  Harvard  and  Kneeland  sts.,  paving,  peti- 
tion a  468 
Albany  St.,   between  Kneeland   and   Beach  sts.,  driveway, 

petition  a  589;  order  passed  746 
72-82  Utica  St.,  and  125-131  South  St.,  removal  of  sidewalk, 
petition  a  803 
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Kneeland  St.,  removal  of  tracks,  petition  a  855;  order  passed 

a  687,  c  89S 
Fairfield  St.,  sower  abatement,  order  passed  a  889 
Castle,  St.,  removal  of  sidewalk  and  substitution  of  driveway, 
order  passed  a  '.117 
Boston  Base  Ball  Association — 

License  granted  a  211 
Boston  Catholic  Cemetery  Assoeiation — 

Ashland  st.  (ward  28),  grading,  etc  ,  petition  a  100 
Boston  celebrations — 

Washington's  Birthday — 

Order  to  commemorate  c  IS,  28,  a  32 
Holiday  to  city  employes  c  61,  a  68 
Sirniln  nth  of  June  — 

Order  for  celebration  c  88 ;  committee  c  96,  a  101 ;  request 

for  additional  appropriation,  order  passed  a  340,  c  343 

Holiday  to  city  employes,  order  passed  c  385;  rejected 

a  300 
Public  offices,  order  passed  to  close  a  395,  e  397 
Streets  in  Cliarlcstown,  order  passed  to  close  a  395 
Charlcstown     Antique    Association,     leave    to    parade 
a  395 
Fourth  of  July — 

Order  for  celebration,  committee  and  appropriation  c  88; 

227,  259,  a  274,  c  27S,  a  293,  c  300,  a  310 
Orator,  mayor  requested  to  select  a  275,  c  278 
Forest   and  Oakland  gardens,  orders  offered  c  385,  389; 

rejected  c  401 
Holiday  to  all  employes,  order  passed  c  421,  a  422 
Original  Noddle  Island  Antique  Association,  invitation 
accepted,    permission  to  parade  granted,    order  to 
close  streets  passed  a  424 
Antique  procession  at  Higbiands,  closing  streets,  resolve 

passed  c  445 
Free  ferries  c  446,  a  455,  c  460 
Attempted  assassination   of   president,   resolves   passed 

a  448,  e  448 
Vote  of  thanks  a  456,  c  460 
Boston,  city  of — 

Testimonial  to  city  of  New  Orleans  c  61,  a  68,  c  SO,  a  82 
Boston  Commercial  Exchange — 

Extension  of  Grand  Junction  wharves — sec  Harbor 
Boston  Dyewood  and  Chemical  Co. — 

Wooden  building  on  their  wharf  (ward  1),  petition  a  369; 
permit  a  395,  c  397 
Boston  Electric  Co. — 

550  Washington  St.,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice 
a  14;  hearing  52;  permit  70 
Boston  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank  — 

Porcelain  place,  lamps,  petition  a  690,  report  890 
Boston  Forge  Co. — 

340  Maverick  st.  (ward  2),  wooden  building,  erection, petition 
c  660 
Boston  Gas  Light  Co. — 

Hull  St.,  near  Commercial  St.,  post,  petition  a  229;  permit 

254;  petition  549;  permit  574 
Prince  st.,  steam  boiler,  petition  a  549;  permit  574 
Boston  Homeopathic  Medical  Society  — 

Resolution  indorsing  the  Arnold  arboretum  c  673 
Boston  Journal — 

Question  of  privilege  by  councilman  Whitmorc,  special  com- 
mittee appointed  c  124 
Boston  Light  Infantry — 

Fair,  invitation  accepted  a  89 
Boston  &  Maine  R.R.  Co. — 

Additional  location,  copy  of  proposed  application  to   legis- 
lature a  783 
Boston  Manufacturers'  Mutual  Insurance  Co. — 

Combustible  structure,  petition  to  erect  a  229;  report,  order 
passed  a  342,  c  343 
Boston  Marine  Society — 

Encroachments  upon  harbor,  petition — see  Harbor 
Boston  Memorial  Association — 

Old  State  House,  remonstrance  c  381 
Boston  Photo-Engraving  Co. — 

11  Cornhill,  metal  furnace,  petition  a  404;  permit  427 

Steam-engine,  petition  and    order  notice  a  401;  hearing 
449;  permit  473 
Boston  &  Providence  R.R  Co. — 

Planks  within  their  rails  at  Rogers  av.,  and  on  Ruggles  St., 
and  removal  of  obstructions,  etc.,  petition  of  John  McMul- 
len  et  at.  a  608;  order  passed  617 
Boston,  Revere  Beach,  and  Lynn  Railroad  — 

Taking  land,  petition,  order  notice  a  624;  hearing  667 
Boston  Storage  &  Warehouse  Co. — 

West   Chester  park  and  Westland  St.,  edgestones,  petition 
a  803;  order  passed  837 
Boston  street — 

Sprinkling:    from   Swett  to  Mt.   Vernon   St.,   order  passed 

a  212 
Petition  a  247 ;  order  passed  276 
Claims :  personal  injuries  a  422,  518,  c  521 
Stable  :  near  Pond  St.,  petition  a  549;  permit  572 
Near  Hamlet  St.,  petition  a  608;  permit  629 
Near  Hamlet  St.,  addition,  petition  a  763;  permit  916 
Wooden  building  :  addition,  petition  a  763 


Boston  Sugar  Refinery  Co. — 

Webster  St.,  near  Lewis  st.  (ward  2),  stable,  petition  a  32; 

permit  56 
Marginal  and  Webster  sts.  (E.  B.),  platform,  petition  a  352; 

permit  456 
Webster  St.,  corner  Brewer  St.  (ward  2),  wooden  building, 

erection,  report,  c  561,  578;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
Lewis  St.,  corner  Marginal  st.   (ward  2),  wooden  building, 
erection,  petition  a   608,  c  664;  leave  to  withdraw  c  664, 
a  667 
Roston  Sugar  Refinery  Co.  et  al. — 

Websterst.,  between  Lewis  and  Orleans  sts.,  paving,  petition, 
a  334,  order  passed  646 
Boston  Title  Co.— 

Columbus  av.,  Yarmouth,  and  Harwich  sts,   construction  of 
building  with  cellar  below  grade,  petition  a  855,  report 
887 
Boston  University  School  of  Medicine — 

Material  for  anatomical  purposes,  petition  a  209 
Boston  Wharf  Co.  et  al.— 

Mt.  Washington-av.  bridge,  petition  that  draw  be  widened 
a  580 
Boston,  Winthrop  &  Point  Shirley  Railroad  Co. — 

Land  in  town  of  Winthrop,  petition  a  273;  order  passed  395, 
c  397,420 
Botto,  Thomas,  et  al. — 

Petroleum  license  to  occupant  of  Langmaid's  block,  Charles- 
town  st.,  remonstrance  a  334;  report  a  630 
Boundary  lines — 

Between  city  of  Boston  and  cities  of  Somcrville  and  Newrton 
and  towns  of  Everett,  Brooklinc,  Dedbam,   and  Hyde 
Park,  orders  passed  a  255 ;  report  a  428 
Bow  street  (ward  23)  — 

Stable:  No.  37,  petition  a  783;  permit  838 
Bowditch,  J.  J. — 

Pond  st.,  near  Avon  st.  (ward  23),  stable,  petition  a  639,  per- 
mit 658 
Wooden  addition  to  building,  petition  a  639 ;  report  and 
order  a  862,  c  865,  911,  a  912 
Bowditch,  Wm.  I.  et  al.— 

Proposed  changes  of  duplicate  names  of  streets,  remonstrance 
a  12 
Bowdoiu  avenue  — 

Grading,  macadamizing :  petition  a  82;  order  passed  314 
Bowdoin  square — 

Passenger  wagons  :  to  Litchfield's  wharf,  petition  a  89 ;  license 

211 ;  to  steamboat  wharves,  petition  a  115,  license  211 
Electric  lights  :  No.  1,  permit  a  587 
Lighting  square,  petition  a  837 
Lamps  :  report  a  890 
Bow7doin  street — 

Edgestone :  abatement  and  assessment  a  83 
Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  132,  210,  c  217,  243,  329,  a  335 
Bow7doin  street  (Dorchester) — 

Sewer  between  Hancock  st.   and  Downer  av.,   report  and 

order  notice  a  170;  hearing  178 
Telegraph  poles  :  petition  a  593,  permit  645 
Relaying  rails  :  petition  a  836 
Revised  grade  :  order  passed  a  864 
Bowe,  James  E.  — 

Fifth  St.,  near  I  st.,  stable,  petition  a  5S9;  permit  616 
619  East  Fourth  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  639 
Bowen,  Daniel  W.,  heirs  of  — 

Transit  St.,  laying  out  from    Cabot  to  Newbern  sts.  (Rox- 
bury),  $4700  damages,  order  passed   a    631;   order  re- 
scinded a  6S0,  c  6S3 ;  new  order  passed  a  6S0,  c  683 
Bowen,  Hosea  B. — 

88  Baxter  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  390;  order  passed  426 
Bowen  street — 

Tree  :  No.  226,  removal,  petition  a  223 ;  report  341 
Bower  street  (ward  21)  — 

Stable :  No.  69,  petition  a  677 ;  leave  to  withdraw  916 
Bower,  Tileston  C. — 

Rear  62-64  Saratoga  st.  (ward  1),  wooden  addition  to  build- 
ing, report  c  561,  578;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
Bowker,  Albert — 

Washington  St.,  at  Floral  place,  crosswalk,  petition  a  667 
Bowker,  H.  L.  &  Co.— 

295   Franklin   St.,   steam-engine,   petition   and    order  notice 
a  736;  hearing  S03;  permit  S33 
Bowker,  Horace  L. — 

Appointed  inspector  of  vinegar  a  115;  request  for  investi- 
gation c  539 
Bowker,  John  E.  councilman  (ward  16)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed :    committee    on  public    buildings  27 ;    improved 
sewerage  27 
Boyce,  A.  P.  et  al.  — 

Camden  st.  droves  of  horses,  petition  a  229;  report,  referred 
to  police  commissioners  e  349,  a  352 
Boyce,  Cadis  B.  and  William — 

Broadway  extension,  $29000   damages,   order  passed  a  518 
Boyd,  Alexander,  etal. — 

Chester  sq.,  lying-in-hospital,  remonstrance  a  82 
Boyden,  Jason  H. 

Appointed  measurer  of  upper  leather  a  115 
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Boyle,  John  J.,  councilman  (ward  8)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Elected;  committee  on  accounts  10 
Appointed;  committee  on  printing  27  J  public  instruction  748 

Boylen,  Edmund  — 

Back  bay,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  623 

Boylston  Club- 
Memorial  services  in  honor  of  President  Garfield,  resolution 
of  thanks  a  680,  c  683 

Boy  Is  ton  Cordage  Co. — 

K;i-i  Sixth  St.,  near  N  st.,  wooden  building,  erection,  petition 
a  608 
Boylston  street — 

No  :j7,  order  for  sale  of  land  and  building,  reported  c  305; 
laid  on  table  c  327;  communication  from  trustees  of 
public  library  referred  a  337;  order  for  sale  taken  up, 
amended  ami  passed  c  349 ;  amended  and  passed  a  352, 
396;  concurred  c  397 
Lands  front  of  Art  Museum  and  junction  Huntington  av.  and 

Bolyston  si.,  laying  out  as  public  park — see  Parka 
Sidewalks  :  order  passed  a  456 
Lamp-post;   corner  Tremont  st.,    petition  a  490;    leave  to 

withdraw  557 
City   building,  orders  passed  a  745;  assigned   c74S;   passed 

c  798;  deed,  order  passed  a  890 
Underground  telegraph   and   telephone   wires:   permit   from 
Washington  to  Dartmouth  sts.,  a  888,  913 
Boynton,  Susan  P. — 

Franklin   st.  (Brighton),  sidewalk  abatement,  petition  a  209 
Brackett,  Samuel — 

Appointed  constable  a  5S9,  630 
Bradbury,  B.  P.— 

443   Washington   St.,   druggisL's   mortar,  change  to  No.  495, 
petition  a  ;>su 
Bradford)  Gamaliel  et  at.,  trustees — 

Huntington  av  ,  eurner  West  Newton  St.,  edgestones,  petition 

a  7 -S3;  order  passed  807 
Huntington  av.,  corner  West  Newton  et.,  sidewalk,  petition 
a  803  ;  order  passed  837 
Bradford,  George  S. — 

Appointed  assistant  sup't  of  Warren  bridge  a  786 
Bradley  Fertilizer  Co. — 

Bwett  st    (ward  20)  stable,  petition  a  709;  permit  745 
Swett   st.     (ward  20)    wooden    building    erection,   petition 
a  709;  report  and  order  a  86*2,  c  805,  911,  a  912 
Bradley,  N.J.  et  al.— 

Iligblaud   st.  (ward  21),  sprinkling,  petition  a  209;   order 

passed  234 
Warren  st.,  from  Palladio  Hall  to    Hotel  Dartmouth,  cross- 
walk, petition  a  652 
Bradley,  William  II.— 

Nominated  and  elected  snperintcndatit  of  sewers  a  70,  c  74, 
a  82,  c  86 
Bragdon,  James — 

Apx)ointed  officer  to  make  complaint  in  cases  of  violation  of 

ordinances  a  100,  077 
Appointed  truant  officer  a  100 
Appointed  constable  a  100,  589,  630 
Bragg,  S.  A.  B.  etui. — 

Coach   between   Calvary   Cemetery   and    Forest    Hills   cars, 
license  to  John  H.    Cunningham,    petition    in    favour 
a  422 
Braman,  G.  T.  W.  el  at.,  trustees — 
Hewer  abatement  a  180 

Laud  for  city  buildings,  order  passed  a  745 
Braman,  Joseph  B.  et  at. — 

Market  st.,  crosswalk,  report  a  357 
Brandon  street — 

Grading:  petition  a  709 
Brannon,  Patrick- 
Norfolk  av.,  edgestone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  733 
Brattle  street- 
Underground  telegraph  and  telephone   wires:   permit  a   888, 
913 
Breck,  Charles  Henry  Bass,  alderman — 
Oaths  of  office  1  * 

Appointed:  committee  on  lamps  12;  licenses  12;  inspection 
of  prison,  etc.  15;  assessors1  department  12;  claims  12; 
common,  etc.  12;  ordinances  12;  public  parks  12,  30; 
priming  178;  fourth  of  July  274;  ballot  boxes  353;  old 
statt-  bouse  4-72;  salary  conference  611 
Elected  :  director  of  East  Boston  ferries  a  34,  c  44 
Remarks : 

Care   of   sidewalks    in    front  of   public    buildings    and 

grounds  33 
Coasting  on  common  35 

Ordinance  for  election  of  first  assistant  assessors  52 
Act  relating  to  by-laws  and  ordinances  55 
Lamps,  vi.-it  of  committee  to  other  cities  102 
Conn  sled  election  of  aldermen  100 
Ordinance  relating  to  mayor's  clerk  235 
Salaries  ofcit}  officers  ^4y,  313,  400,  582 
City  Messenger  311 
Summer  concerts  303 
Stable  on  K  st.  393 
Bay  of  ferry  employe's  450 


Old  state  house  454,  585 
Extension  of  Harrison  avenue  459 
Auditor's  bond  471 
Ballot  boxes  486 

Police  protection  of  common,  etc.  487 
Bublic  parks  489,  639,  710,  766 
Restriction  of  cars  in  the  circuit  571 
City  Solicitor  679,  696 

Additional  water  supply,  $55000  balance  780 
Muddy-river  improvement  809 
Election  returns  864 
Brush  electric  light  883 
Brighton  park  893 
Arrest  of  David  Mooney  912 
Bremen  street  (E.B.) 

Wooden  building:  movement  from  Everett  st.,  near  Cottage 
st.  (ward  2),  petition  a  32;  permit  71 
Corner  Putnam  st.,  erection,  petition  a  608;  leave  to  with- 
draw c  637,  a  643 
Stables  :  near  Brooks  st.,  petition  a  309;  permit  358 

No.  62,  petition  a  803;  leave  to  withdraw  916 
Sewer :  from  No.  536  to  544;  petition  a  568 ;  report  and  order 
notice  681;  hearing  690;  order  passed  775;  report  of  cost 
referred  855 
Track :  from  Eastern  R.R.  to  Atlas  Refining  Co.'s  premises, 
petition  a  652;  report  and  order  notice  701;  hearing  763; 
order  passed  789 
Bremmor  street — 

Wooden   building:  movement  from  196  Havre  st.,   petition 
a  483;  permit  519 
Brennan,  Dennis  F. — 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Brennan,  James- 
Reward  for  arrest  of  David  Mooney  c  910,  a  912 
Brennan,  John — 

Church  st.,  lamps,  report  a  890 
Brennan,  Thomas- 
Alger  st.,  lamps,  report  a  890 
Brett,  Charles  G.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Brewer,  Nathaniel — 

Westminster  st.,  at  Hammond  st.,  crossing,  petition  a  709 
Brewer  street  (ward  23) — 

Wooden  building:  movement  to  Child  St.,   petition  a  733; 
permit  775 
Brewster,  Annie  W. — 

80  Walnut  av.  (ward  21),  stable,  petition  a  580;  permit  658 
Brewster,  William  A. — 

Leverett  st.,  Bewcr  abatement,  order  passed  a  889 
Bridges — 

.Standing  committee  a  12 

New  bridge  to  Charlestown;  joint  special  committee  c  4,  27, 
a  30;  authorized  to  report  in  print  a  235,  c  238,  a  254, 
c  259 ;  report,  referred  c  509 ;  correction  c  545 ;  report  a 
629;    laid  on  table  a  639;  assigned    a  678;    orders 
amended  and  referred  a  699 ;  report  a  774, 814 ;  reports 
assigned  a  843 ;  visit  a  843 
Petition  of  George  H.  Murray  et  al.  c.  545 
Memorial  of  T.  Larkin  Turner,   referred  a  568;  report  a 
774;  c896;  communication  a  856,  894. 
Commissioner  for  Cambridge  bridges,  annual  report  a  22; 

commissioner  appointed  a  115 
Superintendents  nominated  a  97,  a  101,  235;  elected  c  111, 

a  118,  235 
Cable-houses  on  bridges,   petition  of  American  Bell  Tele- 
phone Co.  a  422 ;  order  passed  517 
Telephone  and  telegraph  locations,  conformity  to  conditions, 

order  passed  a  517 
Cross  bridges  to  be  used  on  drawbridges,  petition  of  George 

H.  Murray  for  leave  to  exhibit  plans,  a  639 
Boston   &   Maine  R.R.  Co.,  additional  tracks,  petition  a  783 
Approaches  to  Charlestown  bridges,  order  laid  on  taplc  a  807 
Bridge  over  Charles  river,  petition  of  Cambridge  a  881 
Albany  st.,  repairs  authorized  a  558 
Ashland  st.,  repairs  authorized  a  558 
Athens  st.,  repairs  authorized  a  558 
Berkeley  St.,  repairs  authorized  a  558 
Broadway,  annual  report  of  supt.  a  14 

West  end  of  roadway,  order  referred  c  351,  357;  report 

a  471 
Repair,  orders  passed  a  428,  593,  616 
Sale  old  material,  order  passed  a  428,  c  436 
Closing,  order  passed  a  574 
Assistant  supts.  appointed  a  786 
Cambridge,  passenger    wagon   to    excursion   boats,   license 

refused  a  573 
Cambridge  st.  (Brighton),  repairs  a  171 
Cambridge  St.,  Western  av.,  and  North  Harvard  st.,  annual 

report  of  supt.  a  14 
Charles-river,  annual  report  of  supt.  a  20 
Repairs,  orders  passed  a  645,  659,  668 
Commonwealth's  title  —  see  Legislative  matters 
Assistant  supts.  appointed  a  786 
Chelsea,  annual  report  of  supt.  a  14 

Gold  and  Stock  Telegraph  Co.,  report  requested  a  359; 
report,  further  time  allowed  377  ;  order  passed  517 
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Telegraph  polos,  petitions  a468, 511;  orders  passed  517, 572 
Chelsea  st..  appointment  of  supt.,  petition  a  82,  89 

Repairing:  orders  passed  n  285,  342 

Assistant  supt.  appointed  a  78G 
Congress  st.,  annual  report  of  supt,  a  14 

Telephone  wins,  transfer  of  rights  a  449,  471,  485 

Repair,  order  passed  a  518 

Assistant  supts.  appointed  a  78(5 
Cragio's,  passenger  wagon  to  Scollay  sq.,  petition  a  690 
Dartmouth  at.,  repairs  authorized  a  568 
Dorchester  St.,  repairs  authorized  a  558 
Dover  St  ,  annual  report  of  supt,  a  14 

Assistant  supts.  appointed  a  786 
Federal  St.,  annual  report  of  supt.  a  14 

Nuisance  on  easterly  side,  order  referred  c  421;  report, 
referred  c  477,  a'4S3 

Assistant  supts.  appointed  a  7Sti 
Ferdinand  St.,  repairs  authorized  a  558 
Granite  (Neponset)    removal  of  sup't,   Albert    O.   Hawes, 

petition  a  709 
Maiden,  annual  report  of  supt.  a  14 

Sprinkling :  petition  a  289 

Assistant  supt.  appointed  a  7SG 
Meridian  St.,  annual  report  of  supt,  a  66 

Petition  to  widen  a  104 

Assistant  supt.  appointed  a  593 
Mt.  Washington  av.,  annual  report  of  supt.  a  14 

Telegraph  pole,  petition  a  289  ;  order  passed  377 

Repair  and  closing,  orders  passed  a  394,  659 

Petitions  that  draw  be  widened  a  549,  580;  report,  order 
passed  a  593,  c  597 ;  report,  orders  passed  a  629,  c  635, 
a  645,  659 

Assistant  supts.  appointed  a  786 
North  Beacon  St.,  repairs  authorized  a  377 
Prison  Point,  commissioner  nominated  and  elected  a  211,  c  217 
Shawmut  av.,  raising  parapets,  order  passed  a  456 

Repairs  authorized  a  558 
Swett  st.,  repairs  authorized  a  558 
Warren,  annual  report  of  supt.  a  14 

Claims :  personal  injuries  a  132,  468 

Lease  of  building  a  171,  c  173, 183 

Paving :  order  passed  a  2^5 

Lease  of  building :  petition  c  460,  a  468 

Driveways  ;  petition  a  568;  permit  a  593 

Rebuilding,  relocating,  and  widening,  report  a  629 

Commonwealth's  title,  see  Legislative  matters 

Assistant  supts.  appointed  a  786. 

Telephone  poles  near  Beverly  St.,  petition  a  881 
West  Chester  park,  repairs  authorized  a  558 
West  Newton  St.,  repairs  authorized  a  558 
Briggs,  Oliver  L.  et  al. — 

Tremont  St.,  at  Chandler  and  West  Castle  sts.,  crosswalk, 

petition  a  352 ;  report  617 
Brigham,  Dora,  et  al. — 

Harrison  av.,  between  Brookline  and  Newton  sts.,  nuisance, 

petition  c  176;  report  c  384,  a  390 
Brigham,  Mary  C. — 

Westville  St.,  laying  out,  $50  damages  a  455 
Brighton  avenue — 

Telegraph  poles  :  petition  a  12;  permit  276 

Telephone  poles  :  petition  a  68 

Sprinkling :  from  Beacon  St.  to  Cottage  Farm  bridge,  order 

passed  a  212 
Crosswalks  :  corner  Harvard  av.,  petition  a  352;  report  376 

Corner  Allston  St.,  petition  a  369 ;  report  394 
Wooden  buildings  :  erection  near  Brookline  bridge,  petition  c 
366;  permit  a  395,  c  397 

Wooden  addition,  petition  a  511 ;  report  c  561,  578;  order 
ruled  out  c  598 
Steam-engine:  corner  Beacon  St.,  petition  and  order  notice 

a  517 ;  hearing  549;  permit  574 
Sewer :  petition  a  568 
Brighton  square — 

Grading,  etc. ;  order  passed  a  341,  c  343,  364 
Brighton  street — 

Claims  ;  damages  a  100 

Sewer:  between  Leverett  and  Lowell  sts.,  report  and  order 

for  hearing  a  455;  hearing  468;  order  passed  488;  report 

of  cost  referred  837 
Brighton  street  (Charlestown)  — 

Edgestones,  sidewalks:  No.  7  and  9,  petition  a  568;  order 

passed  591 
Sidewalk:  No.  11,  petition  a 639 
Brimbecom,  Nathaniel,  councilman  (ward  18)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed  :  committee  on  engineer's  department  27;  salaries 

27;  Marcella-st.  Home  inquiry  154;  fourth  of  July  259 
Remarks : 

Nuisance  on  Back  hay  478 

Salaries  of  city  officers  523 

Petition  of  Z.  H.  Tobey  545,  688,  726 
Brimmer,  Martin  et  al. — 

Dumping  snow  on  common,  petition  referred  c  18 
Bristol  street — 

Steam-engine:  at  No.  53-41,  petition  and  order  notice  a  83; 

hearing  115 ;  permit  139 


Fire  department  repair  shop  c  270,  a  273 
Broad  street — 

Extension  of  market  limits  to  Milk  St.,  petition  a  32;  leave  to 

withdraw  83 
Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires ;  permit  a  888, 913 
Broadway — 

Edgestone  and  sidewalk  ahatement  a  83 

Extension :  B.  &  A,  R.  corporation,  matters  in  controversy, 
committee  authorized  to  consider  and  report,  a  255,  c 
257;  report,   order  assigned  c  304,  passed  c  326,  a 
335;  $48500  land  damages,  order  passed  a  341;  lease 
a  721 ,  c  723 
Retaining-wall  on  Pine  street,  order  passed  a  357,  c  364 
Damages  a  412,  518,  616,  630,  745,  775,  789 
Retaining-wall,  order  passed  e  477,  a  483 
Sewer:  between  Harrison  av.  and  Washington  st.,  petition 
a  273;  report  and  order  notice  294;  hearing  309;  order 
passed  341 ;  report  of  cost  referred  S37 
Wooden  building:  corner  Lehigh  St.,  petition  a  334;  leave  to 

withdraw  c  562,  a  571 
Grade  established  :  between  Albany  and  Lehigh  sts.  a  376 
Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires:  permit  a  8S8, 
913 
Broderick,  James — 

482  Commercial  6t.,  $200  grade  damages,  order  passed  a  789 
Brook  avenue — 

Widening,  $40  damages  a  24 
Sidewalks  :  No.  45,  petition  a  589 
Brookline  avenue — 

Sprinkling :  from  Beacon  st, ,  order  passed  a  212 
Wooden  building :  addition,  near  Green  St.,  petition  a  783 
Brookline  street — 

Accommodations  for  primary  classes,  request  of  school  com- 
mittee a  132 
Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires :   permit  a  888, 
913 
Brookline,  town  of — 

Proposed  improvement  of  Muddy  river — see  Muddy  river 
Boundary  lines  a  255 
Brooks  street — 

Sewer:  petition  a  229;  report  and  order  notice  294;  hear- 
ing 309 ;  order  passed  341 ;  report  of  cost  referred  S37 
Wooden  addition  to  building  near  Bremen  st.,  petition  a  549; 
report  e  561,  578;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
Brooks  street  (ward  23)  — 
Lamps  :  petition  a  855 
Brooks,  William  F.— 

Appointed  superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall,  inspector  of  pro- 
visions for  other  markets,  and  at  large  a  82 
Brooks,  William  M. — 

291  Dudley  St.,  sidewalk,  order  passed  a  721 
Brophy,  T.  C.  et  al  — 

Names  of  jurors  drawn,  publishing,  petition  a  568 
Brothers,  Joshua — ■ 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630,  662,  678 
Brown,  Alfred  S.,  councilman  (ward  23)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on  fire  department  27;  public  institu- 
tions 27 ;  Stony  brook  27 ;  paving  27 
Elected  :  committee  on  finance  28 ;  trustee  Mt.  Hope  cemetery 

a  33,  c  44 
Remarks : 

Marcella-st.  Home,  95,  154,  174 
Charlestown  almshouse  198 
Point  Shirley  Railroad  218 
Fire-alarm  whistle  in  East  Boston  245 
Transfer  of  Engine  12,  etc.  281 
City  treasurer  301,  322 
Vacation  for  mechanics,  laborers,  etc.  330 
Heath  st.  380 

Amendment  of  Rule  46,  closing  debate  403 
Public  parks  466,  831 
Salaries  of  city  officers  521 
Charges  against  city  treasurer  604 
Visit  to  inspect  Corliss  pumping-engiues  649 
Arnold  arboretum  673 
Death  of  hoseman  Tobey  688,  726 
Site  of  city  building,  Back  Bay,  748 
Closing  channel  of  Stony  brook  818 
Brown,  Alhertou  T. — 

Mt.  Pleasant  av.,  near  Fairlaud  St.,  6ewer,  petition  a  690 
Brown,  Charles — 

25  Clarence  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  422 ;  order  passed  456 
Brown,  Daniel  A. — 

Enfield  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  412 
Brown,  Eben  Y.— 

Hayward  St.,  sewer,  petition  a  115 
Brown,  Edward  P. — 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Brown,  Edwin  Y. — 

Appointed  inspector  of  bundle  hay  a  115 
Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Brown,  G.  P.  et  al. — 

Allston  Heights  (Brighton),  lamp,  petition  a  568;  report  890 
Brown,  George  D.  etal. — 

Spring-park  av.,  petition  that  name  he  changed  c  58 
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Brown,  Gideon — 

Harvard    av.,    near  Brighton    av.,    stable,    petition    a    309; 

?ermit  340 
losea  B. — 
125  and  127  M  st.,  odgcstoncs,  sidewalk,  petition  a  008;  order 
passed  631 
Brown,  H.  W.— 

57  Quincy  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  369;  order  passed  395 
Brown,  Jane— 

228  Everett  st.,  abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment,  petition  a 
159;  order  passed  254 
Brown,  John  A. — 

Appointed  superintendent  Easl  Boston  scales  a  115;    resig- 
nation, successor  appointed  352 
Brown,  Moses  P. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Brown,  Mrs.  Rosa  S. — 

19$  Beach  st.,  electric  lights,  permit  a  808 
Brown,  Pheebe  A. — 

Passageway  from  City  sq.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  132; 
leave  to  withdraw  a  356,  c  364 
Brown,  Samuel  H. — 

11  North  av.  (Dorchester),  grade  damages,  petition  a  563 
Brown,  Sylvester  A. — 

1553-57   Washington  at.,  druggist's  mortar,  petition  a  309; 
permit  341 
Brown,  T.  C— 

Beacon  st.,  near  Chestnut  Hill   av.  (Brighton),  plank  walk, 

petition  a  132 
Near  Chestnut-Hill   reservoir,   plank  walk,   petition   a  273; 
order  passed  357 
Brown,  Wilbur  P. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  783 
Brown  Williamena — 

59-61  Quincy  St.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  390;  order  passed  426 
Browne,  Andrew  J. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  111,  a  116 
Elected  representative  a  747 
Browne,  George  M.  et  at. — 

Cottage  st.  (ward  20),  sewer,  petition  a  404;  report  and  order 
for  hearing  455  ;  hearing  468 
Brush  Electric  Lighting  Co.— See  also  Lamps. 

3-7   Lancaster    st.,   steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice 
a  160;  hearing  209;  permit  485 
Bryant,  John — 

Elected   second   assistant  assessor  c  172,  a  179,  c  182,  a  195 
liuckingham  street — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  89,  235,  c  238 
ISuena  Vista  avenue — 

Lamps :  petition  a  709 ;  report  915 
Buildings  [see  also  Schools] — 
P<th lie  building* — 

Joint  standing  committee  a  12,  c  27 

Property  room,  request  of  police  commissioners  a  32,  c  43 
Order  for  committee  to  assign  ollices  and  rooms  a  35;  in- 
definitely posponed  72 
Furniture  and  repairs,  order  passed  a  35,  c  43 
Annual  report  of  superintendent  a  55 
Care  of  sidewalks,  order  passed  a  12;  amended  c  16,  28; 
non-concurrence  a  32;  laid  on  table  c43;  indefinitely 
postponed  c  07;  new  order  referred  c  67,  a  68;  report 
a  373, c  380 
James  C.  Tucker  nominated  and  elected  superintendent 

of  public   buildings  a  70,  o  74 
Temporary  building  on  school-house  lot,  sale  authorized 

a  275,  e  278 
Disposal  of  temporary  buildings,  order  to  amend  ordi- 
nance a  275,  c  278;   report  c420;   ordinance   passed 
c  441, a  449 
Ordinance  relating  to  contracts,  order  to  report  c  268, 

285,  a  293 
Furniture  and  fixtures  for  outside  payments  by  treasurer 

a  428.  c  435,  a  452 
Ventilation  of  aldermen's  room,  order  referred  a  84,  c86; 
inquiry  for  report  a  237;  order  to  employ  architect 
Indefinitely  postponed  a  256;  report  a  275,  c  278; 
order  and  proposal  referred  a  2.' 5  ;  report,  time  granted 
a  376,  e  380;  report,  inexpedient  a  452,  e  4r,:i;  order 
passed  a  744;  reconsidered,  rcfered  a  764;  report 
assigned  a  B06;  accepted  a  8s'J,  e  895 
Report  of  progress  on  all  matters  before  committee,  c  477, 

a -is:; 
Old  Latin  and  English  lliu'li  Bcbool  building— see  Schools 
Old  State  ilou-e:  reports,  recommitted  e  305;   reports 
e  328;  recommitted,  with  petition,  with  instruc- 
tions to  give  hearing  e343;  a 352 ;  reports  e381, 
a  890;  order  to  renovate  substituted  and  passed 
I;  assigned  a  390;  substitute  to  lease  passed 
a  405;  non-concurrence,  substitute-  orders  to  rcn- 
ovate  and  lease  in  part,  passed  c416;  adherence 
a  424;  adherence,  conference  e  436,  a 452;  report 
a  452;  adherence  a  452;  adherence  c  460;  substitute 
order  passed  a  47n;  non  concurrence  and  adhe- 
rence c  475;  laid  on  table  a  483:  taken  up,  order 
Offered,  laid  on  table  a  500;  assigned  a  575,  580, 
685;   order  passed   to   repair  and    lease,   a    589, 


c  595;   committee  authorized   to   perform   work 
a  631 ,  c  635 
Remonstrances    from  Boston   Memorial  Association 
c-331;  N.E.  Historic  Genealogical  Society  a390; 
Alphcus  Hardy  and  Joshua  M.  Sears  a  391;  Eli 
Fernald  a  405 
Proposals  from  Alfred  A.  Marcus  a  405,  c  419 
Communication  from  registrars  of  voters  a  408 

Unused  city  land  and  buildings,  order  passed  c  384,  a  390 

Thermometer  in  council  chamber,  order  rejected  c  386 

Offal  sheds  and  south  city  stables,  repairs,  orders  passed 
a  518,  c  521, a  573, c  577 

Seats  in  council  chamber,  order  referred  e  28;  report, 
order  rejected  545;  reconsidered,  passed  e  560,  a  571 

Closing  City  hall  and  public  offices,  order  referred  c  672; 
report  c  834 

City  hall,  lighting  corridors,  etc.,  petition  of  American 
Electric  Light  Co.  c  664;  order  passed  c  689,  a  695 

Additional  appropriation  for  school-houses,  request  re- 
ferred, c  801 ;  report,  order  passed  a  805 

Additional  appropriation  for  public  buildings,  order  re- 
ferred c  849;  reconsideration,  order  indefinitely  post- 
poned c  908;   request  referred  a  862;   report  c  873; 
order  passed  c  895,  a  913 
Faneuil  Jfall — 

Standing  committee  a  12 

Petitions  for  use  of  a  12,  193,  209, 229, 247,  2S9,  309,  352,  838 

Permits  for  use  of  a  23,  70,  121,  213,  237,  275,  314,  341, 
376,  575,  862 

William  F.  Brooks  appointed  superintendent  a  82 
County  buildings — 

Repairs  and  furniture  authorized  a  24 

New  court-house;  topic  in  mayor's  address  referred  c  80, 
a  82;  report  a  236,  277;  order  authorizing  building 
rejected  a  315;  order  relating  to  purchase  of  land 
passed  a  315,  c  325,  351,  364 

Reservoir  building,  order  authorizing  sale  a  23;  referred 
a  32,  c  43 ;  report,  order  passed  c  59,  a  68 ;  report  in 
part  a  236,  277;  orders  passed  a  315,  c  325,  a  587, 
659,  916 

Registry  of   deeds    building,   ventilation,   order  passed 
a3U4 
Survey  and  inspection  of  buildings  — 

Joint  standing  committee  a  12,  c  27 

Order  to  petition  for  amendment  of  chap.  197,  acts  of  1880 
—  see  Legislative  matters 

Clerical  assistance,  purchase  of  supplies,  and  other  ex- 
penses authorized  c  61,  a  68 

Building  ordinance,  height  of  sills,  expediency  of  amend- 
ing referred  a  210;  report  a  235;  ordinance  passed 
a  247,  c  259 

Erection  of  wooden  buildings  larger  than  allowed  by 
ordinance,  order  referred  c  287 ;  report  c  303,  a  310 

Building  limits  ward  22 ;  order  for  extension  referred 
e  351 ;  report  ordinance  referred  c  402,  441 ;  report 
c  445;  recommitted  c  466 ;  report  a  471 ;  remonstrance 
a  489,  c  502;  ordinance  passed  a  4S9,  assigned  c  503, 
538 ;  passed  c  908 

Order  to  withold  permits  referred  c  351 ;  report,  laid  on 
table  e  402;  assigned  c  446;  indefinitely  postponed 
c467 

Elevators,  enforcement  of  laws,  order  passed  c  421,  a  422; 
report  of  inspector  c  441 ;  referred  c  476 
Accidents,  order  referred  c  547 

Messages  from  mayor  referred  a  586 

Permits  during  vacation,  order  passed  a  428,  c  435 

Building  limits:  expediency  of  curtailing  or  enlarging, 
order  passed  a  455,  c  400 

Pay  due  deeeaseil  employe  a  395,  c  397 

Semi-annual  report  of  inspector  of  buildings  483 

Order  to  report  on  expediency  of  changing  ordinances 
c  598,  a  608;  report  of  ordinance,  substitute  order 
referred  c  72S ;  additional  report,  ordinance  rejected 
<■  729;  report,  ordinance  and  orders  passed  c  750, a  iU7 

Amendments  to  building  laws:  communication  from 
inspector  referred  a  789 

Protection  against  lire,  order  to  petition,  referred  a  789 

Unsafe  building  726  Albany  St.,  order  passed  c  800,  a  803 

Chap.  197  't'ets  1880,  order  to  petition  referred  c  801 

Columbus  av.,  Yarmouth  and  Harwich  sts.,  building  with 
cellar  below  grade,  petition  a  855 
Wooden  buildings  —  erection,  alteration,  etc. — 

Commonwealth  Hals.  Fort  point  channel,  extension,  peti- 
tion a  12,  c  10:  permit  e  86 

Marginal  St.,  near  Jeffries  st.  (ward  2),  enlargement,  peti- 
tion a  12,  e  li);  permit  a  84,  c  86 

Market  St.  (rear),  near  Wins  hi  pave,  (ward  25),  alteration, 
petition  a  20.  e  25,  a  82  |  permit  a  101,  c  107 

Maiden  st.,  corner  Wareham  st.,  erection,  petition  c  18, 
a  20;  permit  a  84,  c  86 

sbuitleti'  court,  near  Rutherford  av.  (ward  4),  erection, 
petition  a  OS;  permit  a  84,  c  80 

Gurnevst.,  nearTremont  st.  (ward  22), erection, petition 
a  68 ;  permit  a  84,  c  86 

Shurtleil'  court,  erection,  petition  a  89;  permit  alOl,  c  107 

Plympton  st.,  erection,  petition  a  89;  permit  a  140,  c  144 
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78  Pynchon  st,,  wooden  addition  to  building,  petition  aioo 
Upton  court,  erection,  petition  a  115  :  permit  255,  c  257 
\\  inchester  st.,  near  Rutherford  av.,  erection,  petition 

a  132;  permit  255,  c  257 
520  Eas1  Sec. hhI  Bt.,  near  II  st.,  petition  c  1!)2;   permit 

a  255,  o  257 
Saratoga  «t.,  near  Riverside  st.  (wardl),  petition  c  192; 

pei'mit  a  255,  c  2.">7 
Dorr  si.,  near  Karl  ft.  (ward  15),  erection,  petition  a  193; 

permit  255,  e  257 
Green  st., corner  Kim  st.  (ward  23),  enlargement,  petition 

a  198;  permit  255,  c  257 
65  Pynchon  st.  (ward  21),  rear  No.   65,   erection,   peti- 
tion a  209 ;  permit  255,  c  257 
Commercial,  near  South  st.  (ward  24),  erection,  petition 

c  227  ;  permit  a  255,  c  257 
South,  near  Commercial  st.  (ward  24),  erection,  petition 

c  227 ;  permit  a  255,  c  257 
231  Med  ford  st.,  erection,  petition  c  227;  permit  a  255, 

c257 
Winchester  st.,  near  Rutherford  av.  (ward  5),  enlarge- 
ment, petition  a  229;  permit  255,  c  257 
Blue   Hill  av.,  rear  Columbia  st.   (ward  23),  erection, 

petition  a  229 ;  permit  255,  c  257 
Market  St.,  rear,  near  Western  av.,  enlargement,  peti- 
tion c  245 ;  permit  a  255,  c  257 
Centre  st.,  near  Cedar  st.  (ward  21),  erection,  petition 

c  245 ;  permit  a  255,  c  257 
Gardner  St.,  near  Grove  St.  (ward  23),  erection,  petition 

c  245 ;  permit  a  255,  c  257 
112  Norfolk  av.  (ward  20),  enlargement,  petition  c  245; 

permit  a  255,  c  257 
Rutherford  av.,  near  Miller  st.   (ward  5),  wooden  addi-, 

tion  to  buildings,  petition  a  247 ;  permit  a  314,  c  322 
Milk  St.,  near  Webster  st.  (ward  2),  petition  a  247;  per- 
mit a  314,  c  322 
Souther's  wharf,  East  First  St.,  near  H  st.,  permit  a  255, 

c257 
202  Rutherford  av.,  permit  a  255,  c  257 
1U7  Chestnut  St.,  rear   (ward  9),  petition  a  115;  permit 

255,  e  257 
Damon's,  Hittinger's    and  Tudor's   wharves   (ward  5), 

petition  a  273 ;  permit  a  314,  c  322 
197-203  Maverick  st.    (ward  2),  petition   a  273;   permit 

a  314,  c  322 
New  St.,  opposite  Maverick  st.  (ward  2),  petition  a  273; 

permit  a  314,  c  322 
Alger  st ,  near  Dorchester  av.  (ward  15)  .petition  a  289; 

permit  a  314,  c  322 
East  First  st.,  near  L  st.  (ward  14),  petition  a  289;  permit 

a  314,  c  322 
Orleans  St.,  rear  Everett  st.  (ward  2),  petition  a  2S9;  per- 
mit a  314,  c  322 
Forest  Hills  st.  (ward  23),  petition  a300;  permit  a  396,  c  397 
89  Sumner  st.  (ward  2) ,  petition  a  309 ;  permit  a  395,  e  397 
Broadway,   corner  Lehigh   St.,  petition  a  334,   leave  to 

withdraw  c  562,  a  571 
South  Eden  st.  (ward  24),  connection  of  Nos.  24  and  26, 

petition  a  334 ;  permit  a  395 ,  c  397 
Glendon  wharf  (ward  1),  erection,  petition  a  334;  permit 

a  395,  c  397 
Park  St.,  near  Dorchester  av.  (ward  24) ,  erection,  petition 

a  343;  permit  a  395,  c  397 
Rear  1164  Tremont  st.  (ward  19),  erection,  petition  c  343; 

permit  a  395,  c  397 
Saratoga  St.,  near  Trumbull  st.  (ward  2),  erection,  peti- 
tion c  366 ;  permit  a  395,  e  397 
Brighton  av.,  near  Brookline  bridge,  erection,  petition 

c366;  permit  a  395,  c  397 
Sumner  St.,  rear  Nos.  115-127  (ward  2),  erection,  petition 

a  369 ;  permit  a  395,  c  397 
Boston  Dyewood  and  Chemical  Co.'s  wharf  (ward  1), 

erection,  petition  a  369 ;  permit  a  395,  c  397 
Mystic  wharf  (ward  3),  petition  a404;  report  c  561,  578 ; 

order  ruled  out  c  598 
Cambridge  st.  (ward  4),  rear  of  and  near  B.  &  M.  R.R., 

petition  c  420;   report  e  561,  578;   order  ruled   out 

c  598 
Seventh  st.,  petition  a  422;  report  c  561,  578;  order  ruled 

out  c  598 
Chelsea  st.,  rear  of  Curtis  st.  (ward  1) ,  petition  a  449 ;  re- 
port c  561,  578;  order  ruled  out  c  59S 
513  Main  st.  (ward  4),  petition  c  460;  report  c  561,  578; 

order  ruled  out  c  598 
Commonwealth  flats  (ward  12) ,  petition  a  468 ;  report  c  561 , 

578 ;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
24  Blue  Hill  av.,  petition  a  468;  report  c  561,  578;  order 

ruled  out  c  598 
Webster  st.,  corner  Bremen  st.  (ward  2) ,  petition  c  477 ; 

report  c  561,  578;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
Liverpool  st.,  near  Decatur  st.  (ward  2),  petition  c  477; 

report  c  561,  578 ;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
18,  20,  22  Dorchester  av.  (ward  13),  petition  a  511 ;  report 

c  561,  578;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
Brighton  av.,  petition  a  511 ;  report  c  561,  578;  order  ruled 

out  c  598 


Lagrange   st.  (ward  23),  near  Washington  St.,  petition 

c  545 ;  report  c  561 ,  578 ;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
Sundry  reports  and  orders  passed,  motion  to  reconsider 

assigned  c  561,  578;  orders  ruled  out  c  598 
Washinston  st.,  corner  Shepard  st.  (ward  25),  petition  a 

549 ;  report  c  561,  578 ;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
Brooks  St.,  near   lircmen  st.    (ward  1),  petition  a  549; 

report  c  561,  578;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
Rear  No.  178  Border  st.  (ward  1),  petition  a  549;  report 

c  561,  578;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
340  Maverick  st.  (ward  2),  petition  c  560 
Rear  No.  62-64  Saratoga  st.,  report  e  561,  578;  order  ruled 

out  e  598 
Tufts'  wharf  (ward  4),  report  c  561,  578;  order  ruled  out 

e  598 
Monument  St.,  near  Bunker  Hill  st.  (ward  3),  petition 

a  568,  589 
Rear  No.  326-330  Border  st.  (ward  1),  petition  a  568 
Orleans  St.,  corner  Webster  st.  (ward  2),  petition  a  589; 

leave  to  withdraw  a  890,  c  895 
Marginal  St.,  near  Orleans  st.  (ward  2),  petition  a  589 
Rutherford  av.,  opposite  Winchester  st.  (ward  5),  peti- 
tion a  589 
Rutherford  av.,  near  Allen  st.  (ward  4),  petition  c  607, 

a  608 ;  leave  to  withdraw  c  637 ,  a  643 
Rear  609-629  Main  st.  (ward  4),  petiliou  a  60S 
Bremen  St.,  corner  Putnam  st.  (ward  1),  petition  a  608; 

leave  to  withdraw  c  637,  a  613 
Lewis  St.,  corner  Marginal  st.  (ward  2),  petition  a  608,  c 

664;  leave  to  withdraw  c  664,  a  667 
Saratoga  St.,  near  Winthrop  Junction  (ward  1),  petition 

a  608 
West  Chester  park,  near  Boylston   St.,   petition   a  608; 

leave  to  withdraw  e  637,  a  643 
O  St.,  near  East  First  st.  (ward  14),  petition  a  623; 
Dorchester  av.,  near  Blake  St.  (ward  15),  petition  a  623 
Perkins  St.,  rear,  near  Prince  st.  (ward  23),  petition  a  623 
Pond  St.,  near  Avon  st.  (ward  23),  petition  a  639;  report 

and  order  a  862,  c  865,  911,  a  912 
Commercial    St.,   near  Linden   st.    (ward    24),   petition 

a  652 ;  report,  no  action  necessary  a  862 
Corner  Albany  and  Maiden  sts.,  petition  c  664,  a  733; 

leave  to  withdraw  a  775,  c  792,  a  862,  c  865 
Marginal  St.,  leave  to  withdraw  c  664 
Everett  St.,   opposite  Pleasant   St.    (Brighton),   petition 

a  667 ;  report  and  order  a  862,  c  865,  911,  a  912 
Unnamed  St.,  near  Stark  st.  (ward  4),  petition   a  667; 

report  and  order  a  S62,  c  S65,  911,  a  912 
Centre  St.,  near  Dorchester  av.  (ward  24),  petition  a  667; 

report  and  order  a  S62,  c  865,  911,  a  912 
Unnamed  place  oif  Market  St.  (ward  25),  petition  a  667; 

report  and  order  a  862,  c  865,  911,  a  912 
Temple  St.,  near  Sanford  st.  (ward  24),  petition   a  677; 

report  and  order  a  862,  c  865,  911,  a  912 
Rear  89  and  91  Pynchon  st.  (ward  21),  petition  a  677; 

report  and  order  a  S62,  e  865,  911,  a  912 
Swett  st.  (ward  20),  petition  a  709;  report  and  order 

a  862,  c  865,  911,  a  912 
Elm  St.,  near  Green  st.  (ward  23),  petition  a  709;  report 

and  order  a  862,  c  865,  911,  a  912 
Cambridge  St.,  corner  Perkins  st.  (ward  4) ,  petition  a  709 ; 

report  and  order  a  862,  c  865,  911,  a  912 
Decatur  St.,  corner  Border  st.  (ward  2),  petition  a  733; 

leave  to  withdraw  a  775,  c  792 
829  and  831  Shawmut  av.  (ward  19), petition  a  733;  report 

and  order  a  862,  e  865,  911,  a  912 
Upton  st.,   rear,   near  Western  av.    (ward  25),  petition 

a  763 
Boston  and  Ellery  sts.,  petition  a  763 
River  St., near  Cedar  st.  (ward  24),  petition  a  763,  855 
Amory  St.,  rear,  near  Stony  brook  and  Codman  av.,  peti- 
tions a  667,  c  671 ;  report  and  order  a  862,  c  865,  911, 

a  912 
Cambridge  St.  (ward  4),  petition  a  7S3;  report  and  order 

a  862",  cS65,911,  a  912 
Brookline  av.,  near  Green  st.  (ward  23),  petition  a  783 
Marginal  St.,  rear,  near  Orleans  st.    (ward  2),  petition 

a  783 
Commonwealth  flats,  near  Northern  av.  (ward  13) ,  petition 

a  803 
Rutherford  av.,  opposite  Winchester  st.  (ward  5) ,  petition 

a  803 
637  Main  st.  (ward  4),  petition  a  836 
Halleck  St.,  near  Station  st.  (ward  22),  petition  a  855 
73-79  Sumner  st.  (E.B.),  permit  a  890,  c  S95 
Wooden  buildings — removals — 
Water  St.,  permit  a  24 
Everett  St.,  near  Cottage  st.  (ward  2),  to  Bremen  St.,  near 

Brooks  st.  (ward  1),  petition  a  32;  permit  71 
97  Chelsea  st.  to  101  Chelsea  St..  petition  a  89;  permit  121 
601  East  First  St.  to  P  St.,  near  East  Third  st.  (ward  14), 

petition  a  100;  permit  142 
7  Webster  st.  (ward  4)  to  Monument  st.  and  Bunker  Hill 

st.  (ward  3),  petition  a  159;  permit  180 
Rear  Elm  St.,  near  Roanoake  st.,  to  rear  Walker  St.,  near 

Carolina  av.  (ward  23) ,  petition  a  178 ;  permit  197 
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59-G1  Chapman  st.  to  Rutherford  av.,  corner  Milk  st., 

petition  a  17s;  permit  197 
147  White  ft.  (ward  1),  to  East  E:igle  st.,  petition  a  209; 

permit  234 
Movement  of  six  wooden  buildings,  petition  a  209 ;  permit 

284 
562  East  Seventh  st.  to  0  si.,  permit  a  276 
439  to  412  Albany  St.  (ward  17),  permit  a  270 
Two  by  <'.  S.  Packard,  petition  a  289;  permit  314 
Three  by  Gardner  8s  ('handle  r,  petition  a  289;  permit  314 
53  Monument  av.  (ward  5),  to  Madison  .iv.,  corner  Ferrin 

st.  (ward  3) ,  petition  a  803 ;  permit  342 
15  Warren  av.,  to  opposite  side,  petition  a384;  report  re- 
ferred 357 
Beacon  St.,  from  Hereford  st.  to  near  Brooklinc  av.,  peti- 
tion a  324;  permit  357 
Milton,  Mass.,  to  Adams  st.,  petition  a  324;  permit  412 
"  Certain  wooden  buildings,"  permit  a  342 
78  Chatham  st.  to  123  Paris  st.,  petition  a  422;  permit 

455 
On  Walden  st.  (ward  22),  petition  a  4S3;  permit  519 
196  Havre  st.  to  265  Bretnnier  st.,  petition  a  4.SS;  permit 

519 
Centre  st.  to  John   A.   Andrew  st.    (ward   23),  petition 

a  511  ;  permit  557 
Chelsea  St.  to  Porter  st.,  petition  a  511 ;  permit  557 
Washington   st.   (ward  25),  near  Shepard  st.,  petition 

a  549  ;  permit  574 
Gates  st..  near  Bast  Eighth  st.,  to  rear  of  East  Sixth  St., 

near  K  st.  (ward  14),  petition  a  549;  permit  574 
Parker  st.  (ward  22),  to  Gilbert  St.  (ward  23),  petition 

a  568 ;  leave  to  withdraw  631 
On  Cambridge  st.  (ward  4),  from  near  Perkins  st.  to  near 

Canal  St.,  permit  a  617 
From  23  Williams  st.  to  unnamed  place  off  Greenwood 

av.  (ward  23),  petition  a  639;  permit  659 
From  Parsons  st.  to  Church  st.  (ward  25),  petition  a  639; 

permit  659 
From  Middle  st.  to  Dorchester  av.,  near  Dorr  st.  (ward 

15),  petition  a  667  ;  permit  701 
From   Washington  st.    to  unnamed  place  off  Market  st» 

(ward  25),  petition  a  667  :  permit  701 
From  301   Maverick   st.    to   Short  st.  (ward  2),  petition 

a  667;  permit  701 
From    Brewer  st.  to  Child   st.  (ward  23),  petition  a  733; 

permit  775 
From  363  to  359  Maverick  st.,  petition  a  733;  permit  775 
From  89-91  to  101  Cabot  st.  (ward  19),  petition  a  763 
From  202  Rutherford  av.  to  near  South  Eden  st.,  petition 
a  70.: 
Bullinch,  Francis  V. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Bullard,  B.  F.  S.  et  at.— 

Cabot  st.,  sprinkling,  petition  a  309;  order  passed  341 
Bunker  Hill  street- 
Tracks .-  extension  to  near  Webster  st.,  petition  a  68;  report 

and  order  notice  83;  hearing  132;  order  passed  170 
Stables  :  Nos.  101  and  103,  petition  a  229 ;  permit  340 

Corner  Sullivan  st.,  petition  a  4S3;  permit  518 
Petition  to  put  in  order,  referred  with  order  for  hearing  a  395 
Tree:   removal,  between  Elm   and  Polk  sts.,  order  passed 

a  631 
Stable  :  corner  Walnut  St.,  leave  to  withdraw  a  721 
Burcham,  Charles- 
Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Burgess  ic  Perry — 

Amory  st.,  rear.,  near  Codman  av.  and  Stony  brook,  erection 
of  building,  petition  a  667;  report  and  order  a  862,  c  865, 
911, a  912 
Burke,  Thomas,  heirs  of — 

Downer  st.,  sewer  abatement,  order  passed  a  889 
Burke,  William  J.— 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Burke,  W.  J.  et  id.— 

Everett  st.  (E.B.),  lamps,  petition  a  589;  report  890 
Burkhardt,  C.  F.— 

Baker  st.,  near  Weld  St.,  stable,  petition  a  193;  permit  211 
Station,  Guraey  and  Parker  sts.,  tracks,  petition  a  449 
02  Station  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  568;  order  passed  591 
Halleek  st.,  near  Station  st.  (ward  22),  wooden  building,  addi- 
tion, petition  a  85S 
Burkhardt,  GF.  F.  et  id.— 

Station  st.,  paving,  petition  a  511 
Burkhardt,  Q.  '!'.— 

Parker  st.,  platform  against  ice-house,  petition  a  12;  permit 
a  24 
Burlingame  J.  K.— 

Milton  av.  and  Maxwell  st.  (ward  24),  stable,  petition  a  247; 
permit  275 
Burnham,  .Mian  W. — 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  115 
Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Burnham,  John  A. — 

Newbury  st.,  stable,  petition  a  404;  permit  426 
Burns,  Thomas  j. — 

Appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  255,  c  257 


Burnham,  W.  S.  et  'it. — 

Clifton  st.,  petition  to  put  in  order  a  677 
Burnett,  Joseph — 

Foster  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  789 

Henchman  st.,  sewer  abatement  a  780 
Burns,  P.  A. — 

Coleman  St.,  corner  Hamilton  av.  (ward  24),  stable,  petition 
a  623;  permit  645 
Burr,  Mary  A. — 

157  Chelsea  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  593;  order  passed  631 
Barrage,  A.  A. — 

Gloucester  st.,  edgestone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  115 

Between  Newbury  and   Boylston  sts.,   edgestones,  gutters, 
grading,  macadamizing,  petition  a  209;  order  passed  234 

Newbury  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  115;  order  passed  142 
Burrage,  Alvalt  A.  et  id. — 

Newbury  st.,  M.  U.K.  tracks,  remonstrance  a  404 
Burrill,  Augustus  W. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  568 
Burt,  George  L. — 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Burt,  George  L.  et  at.— 

Public  library  branch  at  Mattapan ,  petition  c  477 ;  report  c  835, 
a  837 
Burt,  Joel  W.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Butchers'  Slaughtering  and  Melting  Association — 

Rear  Market  St.,  near  Winship  av.  (ward  25),  wooden  build- 
ing, petition  a  20,  c  25,  a  82;  permit  a  101,  c  107 

Market  st.,  rear,  near  Western  av.  (ward  25),  enlargement  of 
wooden  building,  petition  c  245 ;  permit  a  255,  c  257 
llutland,  John  C.  F.— 

Leverett  and  Brighton  sts.,  injury  to  wagon,  petition  a  100 
Butler,  Edward  P. — 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Butler,  Horace  B. — 

Elected  clerk  of  directors  East  Boston  ferries  a  294 
Butler,  John  E.— 

Appointed  constable  a  639 
Butler,  Ralph- 
Columbia  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  549;  order  passed  574 
Butler,  W.  <}.— 

1  Bowdoin  sq.,  electric  light,  permit  a  587 
Butler,  W.  S.  &  Co.— 

90  and  92  Tremont  st.,  electric  lights,  permit  a  862 
Byron  street  (E.B.)— 

Stables:  petition  a  608;  permit  629,  near  Pope  St.,   petition 
a  733;  permit  774 

C  street — 

Paving:  between  Fifth  and  Seventh  sts.,  petition  a  289 
Sidewalks:  corner  Seventh  st.,  petition  a  474;  order  passed  485 

No.  4,  petition  a  652 

Corner  Tudor  st.,  petition  a  652 
Edgestone,  sidewalk  :  No.  2,  petition  a  549;  order  passed  574; 

No.  6,  petition  a  690 
Edgestones  :  No.  4,  petition  a  549;  order  passed  574 
Crossings  :  corner  Seventh  St.,  petition  a  608;  report  031 
Cabot,  S.  et  id.— 

Park  sq.,  sprinkling:  petition  a  209;  order  passed  234 
Cabot  street — 

Sprinkling :  petition  a  309,  order  passed  341 
Sidewalks:  petition  a  652 ;  order  passed  721 

No.  173,  petition  a  667 ;  order  passed  701 
Stable  :  No.  170,  leave  to  withdraw  a  721 
Wooden  buildings :  movement  from  No.  89-91  to  101,  petition 

a  763;  permit  807 
Caddigan  Dennis  — 

157  Havre  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  589 ;  order  passed  617 
Caddigan.  John  J. — 

Nominated  and   elected   weigher   and  inspector  of  lighters 

also,  c  182 
Cain,  W.  W.  8c  Son  — 

Temple  St.,  near  Sanford  st.   (ward  24),  wooden  addition  to 

building,  petition  a  677;  report  and  order  a  862,  c  865, 

911, a  912 
Caldwell,  Joseph,  alderman — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on  state  aid:  bridges  12;   county  ac- 
counts 12;  markets,  etc.  12;  election  in  ward  13,  precinct 

3, 15;  assessors'  department  12;  East  Boston  ferries,  12; 

harbor  12;  health  12;   public  instruction  12;  water  12; 

Mystic-valley  sewer  23;  new  bridge  to  Charlestown  30; 

17th  June  101;   auditors'  estimates  117;   Marcella-street 

Home  inquiry  179;  Fitchburg  railroad  254;  fourth  July 

274;  old  state  house  452;  election  returns  843 
Remarks : 

Ice  in  South-bay  channel  21 

The  Brooker  fund  23 

Committee  on  health  31,  216 

Care    of   sidewalks   in    front    of   public   buildings    and 
grounds  33 

Recount  of  votes  at  municipal  election,  42,  71,  84,  339 

Contested  election  of  aldermen  51,  161 

Mode  of  tilling  vacancies  in  the  board  of  aldermen  53 

School  expenses  91 
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Watering  streets  i:'>3 

Chnrlestown  almshouse  141 

Extension  oi  Grand  Junction  wharves  280 

Children's  Hospital  231 

Salaries  of  city  officers  251,  492,  500,  610,  803 

New  bridge  to  Cliarlestown  254,  007,  843,  856 

Water  meters  273 

Proposed  abolition  of  commissions  290 

City  arohitocl  310 

Seventeenth  of  June  celebration  340 

Additional  storage  basin  on  Sudbury  river  358 

Stable  on  Scnilli  st.  358 

Gold  unci  Slock  Telegraph  Co.  300 

Stable  on  Curve  st.  378 

Stable  <m  K  st.  393 

Old  slate  house  424 

Tay  of  terry  cnilpoyes  451 

Erection  of  bridges  by  Boston  Sugar  Refinery  Co.  456 

Nuisance  near  Federal-street  bridge  483 

Impurity  of  water  supply  550,  740 

Storage  basin  No.  4,  556 

Steady  work  and  full  time  for  laborers  657 

Public  parks  765 

Additional  water  supply,  $55,000  balance  779 

Approaches  to  Cliarlestown  bridges  807 

Extra  high-service  water  supply  881 
Caldwell,  J.  I.— 

101  Dorchester  av.  (ward  13),  stable,  leave  to  withdraw  a  721 
Calef,  George  \V.— 

Bowdoin  sq.  to  steamboat  wharves,  passenger  wagons,  peti- 
tion a  115;  license  211 
Callahan,  Cornelius  J. — 

Appointed  assistant  sup't  of  Congress-st.  bridge  a  786 
Callahan,  Matthew  J.— 

Elected  superintendent  of  Congress-st.  bridge  e  111,  a  118 
Callahan,  T. — 

Western  av.,  near  Everett  St.,  stable,  petition  a  608;  permit 

629 
Callender,  B.— 

Walnut  av.  and  Elmore  St.,  lamps,  report  a  S90 
Callender,  B.  it  al  — 

Washington  st.  and  Wilmont  St.,  at  Elmore  St.,  crosswalks, 

petition  a  733 
Calnan,  P.  J  — 

Sprinkling  streets  in  Cliarlestown,  petition  a  159 ;  permit  27 
Cambridge  Railroad  Co. — 

Location   in   Brighton,  petition  a  309;  report  and  order  for 

hearing  412 ;  hearing  468 ;  order  passed  485 ;  location  ac- 

cepted~490 
Location  in    Park  sq.,  petition  a  352;  report  and  order  for 

hearing  412 ;  hearing  468 ;  order  passed  646 
Location  in  Providence  st.  and  Church  St.,  petition  a  390;  re- 
port   and    order  for  hearing  412;    hearing    468;    order 

passed  646 
Extension  of  location  in  Brighton,  petition  a  549;  report  and 

order  for  hearing  574;  hearing  60S;  order  passed  631,  046 
10th  location  accepted  a  643 
11th  and  12th  locations  accepted  a  658 
Cambridge  street — 

Sewer:  near  junction  of  Winship  and  Washington  sts.,  peti- 
tion a  667 
Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires :  permit  a  SS8, 

913 
Cambridge  street  (word  4) — 

Wooden  buildings  :  rear  of,  and  near  B.  &  M.  R.R.,  petition 
c  420;  report  c  561,  578;  order  ruled  out  c  598 

Movement  from  near  Perkins  st.  to  near  Canal  st.,  permit 
a  617 

Erection,  corner  Perkins  St.,  petition  a  709;  report  and 
order  a  862,  c  865,  911,  a  912 

Wooden  addition,  petition  a  783 
Cambridge  street  (ward  25)  — 

Stables  :  rear,  opposite  Beacon  park  a  34 

Near  Union  sq.,  petition  a  733;  permit  774 
Macadamizing:  petition  a  51 
Bridge  across  tracks  of  B.  &  A.  R.R.  Co.  a  12 
Steam-engine:  at  Allston  station,  petition  and  order  notice 

a  83 ;  hearing  115 ;  permit  139 
Sprinkling  :  petition  a  17S  ;  order  passed  276 
Sewer:  to  Brighton  av.,  petition  a  193;  report  and  order 

notice  210 ;  hearing  229 
Crosswalk :  at  Mechanics  St.,  petition  a  404 
Camden  street — 

Sewer :  report  of  cost,  referred  a  52 

Corner  Huntington  av.,  petition  a  115;  report  and  order 
for  hearing  4SS ;  hearing  511 ;  order  passed  557 
Electric  lights  :  corner  Tremout  St.,  petition  a  589 ;  permit  591 
Foot-bridge:  over  Providence  R.R.,  petition  a  5S9 ;   permit 

617 
Children's  Hospital :  corner  Huntington  av.,  petition  of  trus- 
tees a  159 ;  report,  order  passed  231 
Proves  of  horses :  petition  a  229;  report,  referred  to  police 

commissioners  c  349,  a  352 
Petition  to  raise  grade  a  490 
Camp,  Mary  E. — 

Parker  St.  (Cliarlestown),  sewer  abatement  a  180 


Campbell,  Isaac  T. — 

Nominated  and  elected  overseer  of  poor  a  169,  c  173 
Campbell,  Michael— 

68-70  W.  Fifth  st.,  sidewalk,"petition  a  709 
Canal  street — 

Tracks  :  from  Haymai-ket  sq.  to  Causeway  St.,  Highland  R.R. 
Co.,   petition  a  82;  remonstrance   89;  report  and  order 
notice  142;  hearing  194;  permit  276 
Crosswalk  :  at  Market  St.,  petition  a  352 ;  report  376 
Sidewalk  :  removal  from  hay  house  of  B.  &  M.  R.R.  petition 
a  623 ;  order  passed  746 
Canning,  Samuel,  Jr. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Canterbury  street  (W.R.)— 

Telephone  poles  :  petition  a  511 ;  permit  617 
Telegraph  poles  :  petition  a  763;  permit  789 
Carey,  Nathaniel  H.— 

Henchman  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  790 
Carlton,  E.  G.— 

170-172  Kneeland  St.,  lantern,  petition  a  68;  leave  to  with- 
draw SI 
Carney,  James — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Carr,  Froza — 

North  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  20,  c  25;  leave  to  with- 
draw a  120, c 122 
Carr,  Hugh  A.— 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Carruth  street  (ward  24)  — 

Stable  :  corner  Van  Winkle  st.,  petition  a  912 
Carter,  T.  H.  et  al  — 

Water  St.,  betwTeen  Washington  and  Devonshire  sts.,  removal 
of  wagons,  petition  a  639 ;  report,  order  passed  a  808 
Carter,  Thomas  J. — 

730  Albany   St.,   new  lease  of  wharf,  petition  a  209;  order 
passed  a  277,  c  278,  301 
Carty,  John — 

Jamaica  St.,  near  south  st.  (ward  23),  stable,  petition  a  593; 
permit  645 
Cary,  Isaac  H. — 

Williams  st.  (W.R.),  grading,  petition  a  229 
Cary,  William  H.— 

Appointed  surveyor  of  marble,  freestone  and  soapstone  a  115 
Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Castle  street — 

Sidewalk  :  at  No.  128,  petition  a  159 ;  order  passed  ISO 
Removal  of  sidewalk  and  substitution  of  driveway,   order 
passed  a  917 
Cates,  E.  W.  E.  Hal.— 

Granite    bridge,    Ncponset,    removal    of   Sup't   Albert    O. 
Hawes,  petition  a  709 
Caton,  Asa  H.— 

Elected  director  of  public  institutions  c  279,  a  293,  c  300 
Caton,  Asa  H.  et  al. — 

Huntington  av.,  between  railroad  bridge  and  Chester  park 
sidewalk,  petition  a  247 ;  order  passed  574 
Causeway  street — 

Passenger    wagon :    from    Fitchburg    station  to    steamboat 

wharves,  petition  a  115  ;  license  211 
Tracks:  relocation  between  Prince  and  Haverhill  sts.,  petition 
a  209;  report  and  order  notice  314;  bearing  369;  order 
passed  558 
Telegraph  poles :  between  Charles-river  av.   and  Canal  St., 

permit  a  574 
Crosswalk  :  petition  a  593 ;  report  631 
Sprinkling :  petition  a  690 
Electric  light  poles:  petition  a  855;  order  passed  887;  petition 

a  912 
Underground    telegraph  and  telephone  wires  :  permit    from 
Portland  to  Commercial  sts.,  a  888,  913 
Cavanagh,  W.  R.— 

Movement  of  wooden  buildings:  from  602  East  First  st. 
(ward  14),  to  P  St.,  near  East  Third  st.  (ward  14), 
petition  a  100;  permit  142 
From  rear  Elm  St.,  near  Roanoke  St..  to  rear  Walker  St., 
near  Carolina  av.  (ward  23),  petition  al7S;  permit 
197 
From  562  East  Seventh  St.,  to    O  St.,  near  P  St.,  permit 

a  276 
From  439  to  412  Albany  st.  (ward  17),  permit  a  276 
From  Milton,  Mass.,  to  Adams  St.,  petition  a  334;  permit 

412 
On  Walden  st.  (ward  22),  petition  a  4S3;  permit  519 
From   Gates  St.,  near  East  Eighth  St.,  to   rear  of  East 
Sixth  st.,  near  K  st.  (ward  14), petition  a  549;  permit 
574 
From   rarker  st.  (ward  22),   to   Gilbert  st.  (ward  23), 

petition  a  56S;  leave  to  ■withdraw  631 
From  Middle  st.  to  Dorchester  av.,  near  Dorr  st.    (ward 

15),  petition  a  067;  permit  701 
From  89-91  to  101  Cabot  st.    (ward  19),  petition  a  763; 
permit  SU7 
Movement  of  six  wooden  buildings,  petition  a  209;  permit 

234 
Petition   to    raise    wooden    building  on  Broadway,  corner 
Lehigh  St.,  a  334;  leave  to  withdraw  c  562,  a  571 
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Cazenovc  place — 

Petition  that  it  be  named  Cazcnove  st.  a39U;  name  changed 

a  557 
Sewer:  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 

Edgestones,   sidewalks:   No.  20-24,  petition    a  369;    order 
passed  394 
Corner  Columbus  av.,  petition  a  652 
Cazenove  street — 

Name  of  i  lazeaove  place  changed  a  557 
Cedar  place  ( 1  lorchester) — 

Petition  to  establish  grade  a  490 
Cedar  street  (Charlestown)— 

Bower:  between  Laurel  and  Bartlett  sts.,  petition  a  671 
Cedar  street  (Uoxbury) — 

Sidewalk  :  permit  to  close  a  94 
Crosswalks:  petition  a  159 

Water-pipe:  from  well  of  George  Simmons,  to  corner  High- 
land st.,  petition  a  229 
Cedar  street  (ward  24)  — 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  363 
Cemeteries — 

Mt.  Hope  and  Cedar  Grove:  joint  standing  committee  a  12, 

c27 
Mt.  Hope:  trustees  nominated  and  elected  a  33,  c  44,  a  210, 

c  217;  notice  of  organization  a  273 
Hand  in  Hand  cemetery  :  Centre  street,  edgestones,  petition 

a  334:  order  passed  357 
"  Tifaretb   Israel,"    petition  for  burial-place    near  Dedham 

a  309;  permit  413 
Cedar  Grove  :  commissioners  elected  c  19S,  a  404 
Annual  report  a  353 
Vacancy  in  board  of  commissioners,  convention  a  373, 

404 
Fence,  request  of  commissioners  a  855 
Mt.  Hope  :  coaches  from  Grove  Hall,  license  a  211 

Petition  of  employes  fur  increase  of  wages  c  420;  rerjort 
called  for  c  530;  report  c  545,  a  556 
Calvary:  coach  to  Forest  Hills  cars,  petition  in  favor  a  422; 

license  refused  573 
Care  of  bulbs  .and  plants— see  Health 
Central  avenue  (ward  24) — 

Stable:  near  River  St.,  petition  a  912 
Cculral-sq.  Wharf  Co.— 

Border  St.,  telephone  poles,  remonstrance  a  273 
Central  square  (K.H.) — 

Taving  :  petition  a  209;  order  passed  254 
Central  square  t  ward  24)  — 

Telephone  poles  :  to  Milton  line,  petition  a  369 
Central  street- 
Paving:  petition  a  390,  549 

Telegraph  poles:  between  India  st.  and  Atlantic  av.,  permit 
a  .",74 
Central  wharf- 
Petroleum,  etc.,  at  No.  2  a  170 
Central  Wharf  and  Wet  Dock  Co. — 

Atlantic  av.,  between  Central  and  Slate  sts.,  sidewalks,  peti- 
tion a  159;  order  passed  701 
Centre  avenue- 
Plank   walk:    from  Centre  st.    to   Dorchester  sq.,    petition 
a  132 
Centre  avenue  (Dorchester) — 

Sewer:  petition  a  289;  order  notice  370;  hearing  390;  order 
passed  455 
Centre  street — 

Sewer  :  report  of  cost  referred  a  33 
Pipe:  petition  a  881 
Centre  street  (Dorchester)  — 
Sewer:  petition  a  t«:i 

Wooden   building:  addition,  near    Dorchester  av.,   petition 
a  667;  report  and  order  a  862,  c  865,  '.111,  a  912 
Lamp.-:  leave  to  withdraw  a  915 
Centre  street  (wards  21,  22,  ami  23)  — 
Crosswalks:  petition  a  159 
Claims:  personal  injuries  a  1 7S,  356,  c  364 
Wooden  buildings:  near  Cedar  st.,  erection,  petition  c  245; 
permit  a  255,  c  257 
Movement  to  John  A.   Andrew  st.,  petition  a  511;  per- 
mit 557 
Sprinkling:  petition  a  334 ;  order  passed  357 
Stables  :  No.  28S,  permit  a  375 

Near  Orchard  st.,  petition  a  150;  permit  197 
Near  Dedham  line,  petition  a  408;  permit  487 
Near  Weld  st.,  petition  a  703;  permit  789 
Petition   for    leave   lu   dig    up   near    I'yncboll    St.,  to  find   old 

boundary  stone  a  808;  permit  837 
Lamps  :  leave  to  withdraw  a  915 

Tree  :  near  Green  st..  removal,  petition  a  309;  report  376 
Steam  bolter:  corner  Lagrange  St.,  petition  a  334;  permit  373 
Sewer:  near  Wymaii  place,  petition  a  483;  report  and  order 

notice  S69 ;  tearing  077 ;  order  passed  681 
Edgestones:  Hand  in  Hand  cemetery,  petition  a  334;  order 
d  :;.',: 
Chadbourn,  Levi — 

Appointed  superintendent  South  scales  a  115 
Chadbournc,  Alfred- 
Commercial  St.,  opposite  Linden  st.  (ward  24),  steam-engine, 


petition  and  order  notice  a  337;   hearing  369;   permit 
394 
Chamberlain,  Alice — 

Lcvcrctt  st.,  sewer  abatements,  order  passed  a  8S9 
Chambcrlin  &  Currier — 

3J5  Washington  st.,  electric  lights,  permit  a  721 
Chambcrlin,  Johanna — 

19  and  21  Preble  st.,  sidewalk  abatement,  petition  a  483 
Chambers  street  (Charlestown)  — 

Steam-engine:   at  No.  10,  petition  and   order  notice  a  160; 

hearing  209;  permit  231 
Lantern  :  at  No.  5,  permit  a  197,  211 
Crosswalk  :  No.  91-93,  report  a  701 
Chambers  street  (ward  8)  — 

Druggist's  mortar :  corner  Cambridge  St.,  petition  a  334 ;  per- 
mit 370 
Champney  street — 

Lamps  :  report  a  890 
Chandler  &  Co. — 

0  Province  court,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice  a 
452 ;  hearing  511 ;  permit  557 
Change  avenue  — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  68,  313,  c  322 
Chapman  place — 

Extension  to  Montgomery  pi.,  petition  a  474;  report   referred 
to  next  city  government  a  890,  c  895 
Chapman  street — 

Wooden    building:    movement    to    Rutherford    av.,    corner 
Miller  St.,  petition  a  178;  permit  197 
Chapman  street  (ward  16)  — 

Stable:  between  Village  and  Albion  sts.,  petition  a  273 
Chardon  street — 

Metal  furnaces  :  at  No.  38,  petition  a  32;  permit  56 
Gray's  opera  house,  license  granted  a  590 
Charles-river  avenue  (Charlestown) — 

Elevation  of  Fitcbburg  railroad:    special  committee  a  254; 
report,  order  passed  a  288;  report  in  print  authorized  a 
363;  report  a  373 
Charles-river  street  Railway  Co. — 

Notice  of  preliminary  steps  towards  forming  corporation, 

referred  a  193 
Location  in  Brighton,  petition  a  309 ;  report  and  order  for 
hearing  412 ;  hearing  468 ;  leave  to  withdraw  485 
Charles  street — 

Steam-engine:   at  No.  184,  petition  and   order  notice  a  69; 

hearing  100;  permit  120 
Dock :   front  of  Paving  Department  wharf,  dredging,  order 

passed  a  234 
Coaches  :  to  Boston  &  Albany  station,  petition  a  067 
Crosswalk  :  petition  a  677 

Underground    telegraph  and  telephone   wires:  permit  from 
Cambridge  to  Beacon  st.  a  888,  913 
Charles  street  (ward  24)  — 

Sewer  :  petition  a  593 
Charlestown  almshouse — see  Institutions 
Charlestown  avenue  (ward  5)  — 

Stable  :  Tudor  wharf,  petition  a  159;  permit  180 
Charlestown  Cadets — 

Visit  to  New  Orleans  c  80,  a  82 
Charlestown  street — 

Steam-engine:  No.  21,  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  230; 

hearing  289  ;  permit  313 
Petroleum  :  license,  remonstrance  a  334 

Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires :  permit  a  888, 
913 
Charlestown  Gas  Co. — 

Thompson  sq.,  lamppost,  order  passed  a  837 
Charlestown  Young  Men's  Christian  Association — 

Corner  Main  and  Union  sts.,  transparency,  petition   a  733; 
permit  789 
Charter  street — 

Tracks :  extension  to  Prince  st.,  petition  a  209 ;  report  and 
order  notice  314;  hearing  369 
Chase,  L.  M.— 

Winslow,  corner  Zeigler  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  836 
Chase,  R.  Gardner — 

Dorchester  av.,  near  Centre  st.    (ward  24),  stable,   petition 
a  652 ;  permit  668 
Chase  &  Prichard— 

Corner  Beach  and  Federal  sts.,  steam-engine,   petition  and 
order  notice  a  309;  hearing  369;  permit  394 
Chase,  Lucy  E. — 

Dix  st.,  extension  to  Dorchester  av.,  $75  damages  a  120 
Chase  R.  Stuart — 

Reports  on  accounts  of  city  and  county  treasurer,  and  city 

collector  a  427 
Report  on  accounts  of  retiring  treasurer  a  573 
Chase,  Sidney — 

Boston  St..  near  Pond  st.  (ward  24),  stable,  petition  a  549; 
permit  572 
Chatham  street- 
Wooden  building :  movement  to  123  Paris  St.,  petition  a  422 ; 
permit  455 
Chauncey  Rubber  Co. — 

14-16  Hamilton  st.,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice  a 
580;  hearing  608;  permit  031 
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Chauncy  street — 

Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires:  permit  a  888, 913 
Chelsea  street — 

Edgestones,  sidewalks  :  at  Nos.887-3<Hj  petition  a  132;.  orders 

(Kissed  574,  031 
Stables:  Nos.  115  and  117,.  petition  a  404;  leave  to  withdraw 
557 
No.  41-13,  petition  a  K.V>;  permit  SS7 
Sidewalks:  No.  155,  petition  a  589;  order  passed  017 
No.  157,  petition  a  593;  order  passed  031 
No.  158,  petition  a  593;  order  passed  0:jl 
Defective  drainage:  petition  a  639 
Chelsea  street  (E.B.)— 

Steam-engine:  near  Eagle  St.,  petition  and  order  notice  a  14; 
hearing  52 ;  permit  70 
Near  Eagle  St.,  petition  and  order  notice  a  677;  hearing 
733 ;  permit  777 
Wooden  buildings:  movement  from  97  to  101,  petition  a  89; 
permit  121 
Movement  to  Porter  St.,  petition  a  511 ;  permit  557 
Wooden  addition,  rear  of  Curtis  st.,  petition  a  449 ;  report 
c  561,  57S;  order  ruled  out  e  598 
Petroleum,  etc.  a  ISO,  235 
Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  193 
Melting  furnaces  :  petition  a  511 ;  permit  557 
Nrar  Eagle  St.,  petition  a  677;  permit  701 
Cheshire  street  (ward  23)  — 

Edgestones,  sidewalks,  etc.,  petitions  a  273;  orders  passed 
295,  314,  394 
Chester  square- 
Lying-in  hospital :  at  No.  22,  petition  a  08;  remonstrance  82; 
withdrawal  of  petition  100 
Chester  street  (ward  25)  — 
Sewer :  petition  a  568 
Chestnut  Hill  avenue — 

Sprinkling:  petition  a  178 ;  order  passed  276 
Plank  walk  :  order  passed  a  357 
Chestnut  street — 

Sewer  :  abatement  a  659 
Chestnut  street  (ward 9)  — 

Wooden  building:  rear  No.  107,  petition  a  115;  permit  255, 
c257 
Chickatawbut  street — 

Edgestones  :  petition  a  352 ;  order  passed  376 
Child,  Alfred  A.  e t  al.— 

Bowdoin  av.,  grading,  macadamizing,  petition  a  82;    order 
passed  314 
Child,  Dudley  R.,  councilman  (ward  17) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:  committee  on  assessors' department  27;   public 

library  27 ;  paving  27 
Elected  :  manager  of  Old  South  Association  a  33,  c  44 
Kemarks : 

First  assistant  assessors  50 

Invitation  to  public  meeting  relating  to  Irish  affairs  76 
Appropriation  for  assessors'  department  96 
A  question  of  privilege  125 
Proposal  of  John  Reardon  130 
Pay  of  laborers  264 
Wages  of  mechanics  266 
Extension  of  Huntington  avenue  303,  325 
Vacation  for  mechanics,  laborers,  etc.  330 
Investigation  of  police  commissioners  331 
Old  state  house  348,  418 
Sale  of  estate  37  Boylston  St.  350 

Supplementary  reading  for  public  schools  508,  543,  674 
Salaries  of  city  officers  524,  605,  700,  755 
New  public  library  building  561,  800 
Evening  high  schoal  596,  636,  732,  850 
Limitation  of  municipal  expenditures  872 
Annual  dinner  895 
Child  street  (ward  23)— 

Wooden  building:  movement  from  Brewer  St.,  petition  a  733; 

permit  775 
Sewer :  report  of  cost  referred  a  855 
Children's  Hospital — see  Hospitals 
Chisholm,  James  ctal. — 

North  St.,  between  Commercial  and  Clark   sts.,  paving,  peti- 
tion a  334 
Christian,  Mary  Jane — 

201-205  K  St.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  178;  order  passed  295 
Christmas — 

Holiday,  order  passed  a  790,  c  817 
Pay  of  employes,  order  passed  e  800,  a  803 
Pay  or'-lamplighters,  order  passed  c  S35,  a  837 
Eaneuil  Hall  market,  order  to  close  a  807 
Church  street — 

Cambridge  R.R.,  location  :  petition  a  390;  report  and  order  for 

hearing  412 ;  hearing  468 ;  order  passed  646 
Lamps  :  report  a  890 
Church  street  (ward  25)  — 

Wooden  building:  movement  from  Parsons  St.,   petition  a 
639 ;  permit  659 
Church  street.  (Dorchester)  — 

Revised  grade:  between   Bowdoin  and   Adams   sts.,  order 
passed  a  887 


Oilley,  Dr.  O.  G.— 

39  Joy  st.  (ward  10),  stable,  petition  a  733;  leave  to  withdraw 
744 
Citizens'  Trade  Association  of  East  Boston — 

Shade  trees,  petition  c  245 ;  report  c  442,  a  449 
City  clerk- 
Samuel  F.  McCIcary  elected  and  qualified  3 

Assistant  appointed  a  3 

Authorized  to  sign  official  returns  a  39,  c  43 

Quarterly  reports  a  69,  273,  557,  709 

Licensing  theatres,  etc.,  letters  c  122 

To  perambulate  boundary  lines  a  255 
City  council  — 

Official  report  of  proceedings  c  286,  301,  a  309 

Joint  convention,  final  proceedings  921 
City  Hall  avenue — 

M  citing  furnace  :  No.  8,  petition  a  209 ;  permit  230 
City  laborers — see  Laborers 
City  officers  (elections,  etc.) — 

Clerk  of  common  council  3 

City  clerk  3 

Assistant  city  clerk  3 

Mayor's  clerk  a  20 

Managers  of  Old  South  association  a  33,  e  44 

Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  a  33,  c  34,  a  210,  c  217 

Directors  for  public  institutions  a  33,  c  44,  156,  a  159,  c  173, 
al80 

Trustees  city  hospital  a  34,  c  44,  a  209,  c  217 

Trustees  public  library  a  34,  c  43,  a  193,  c  198 

Directors  of  East  Boston  ferries  a  34,  c  44,  a  120,  c  122,  a  132, 
c  144,  a  160,  c 174 

Public  weighers  a  68,  100,  115,  132,  193,  247,  273,  309,  352,  404, 
422,  449,  56S,  589,  624,  7S3,  881 

Measurers  of  grain  a  68,  S3,  115,  549 

City  messenger  a  70,  c  74 

Clerk  of  committees  a  70,  c  74 

City  architect  a  70,  c  74 

Water  registrar  a  70,  c  74 

Superintendent  public  buildings  a  70,  c  74 

Superintendent  common  and  public  grounds  a  70,  c  74 

Superintendent  streets  a  70,  c  74 

City  engineer  a  70,  c  74 

City  Registrar  a  70,  c  74 

City  Surveyor  a  70,  c  74 

Superintendent  sewers  a  70,  c  74,  a  82,  c  86 

Assessors  of  taxes  a  70,  c  74 

Harbor  master  a  82 

Superintendent  of  lamps  a  82 

Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall  market  a  S2 

Registrar  of  voters  a  82 

Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall,  inspector  of  provisions  for 
other  markets,  and  at  large  a  82 

Inspector  of  milk  a  82 

Weighers  of  coal  a  89, 193,  209,  247,  352,  390,  404 

Undertakers  a  89,  132,  568 

Measurers  of  wood  and  bark  a  89,  115,  209,  247,  352,  56S 

Officers  to  make  complaints  in  cases  of  violation  of  ordinances 
a  100,  677 

Truant  officers  a  100 

Sealer  of  weights  and  measures  a  115 

Assistant  sealers  of  weights  aud  measures  a  S9,  115 

Police  commissioners  a  115,  c  122, 155 

Inspector  of  vinegar  a  115 

Superintendents  of  hay-scales  a  115,  352,  549 

Commissioner  on  West  Boston  and  Craigie's  bridges  a  115 

Inspectors  of  petroleum  and  coal  ods  a  li5 

Measurers  of  upper  leather  a  115,  549 

Inspectors  of  bundle  hay  a  115,  132, 193 

Surveyors  of  marble,  soapstone  and  freestone  a  115 

First  assistant  assessors  c  96, 110,  111,  a  115,  c  126,  a  132,  c  144, 
a  160 

Second  assistant  assessors   c  144,  172,  a  179,  c  182,  a  195, 
cl98 

Overseers  of  poor  a  169,  c  173 

Weighers  and  inspectors  of  lighters  a  ISO,  c  1S2 

Fire  commissioner  a  193,  c  198 

Park  commissioner  a  209,  c  217 

Member  of  water  board  a  209,  c  217,  243,  270 

Assistant  city  messengers  a  196,  c  19S 

Commissioner  of  Cedar  Grove  cemetery  c  193 

Member  of  board  of  health  a  247,  e  259 

Commissioner  of  sinking  funds  a  254,  c  257,  278 

Directors  of  public  institutions  c  279,  a  293,  c  300 

Commissioner  on  Prison  Point  bridge  a  211,  c  217 

Superintendents  of  bridges  a  235 ;  assistant  a  593,  786 

Inspector  of  lime  a  255,  c  257 

Fence  viewers  a  255,  c  257 

Culler  of  hoops  aud  staves  a  255,  c  257 

Field  drivers  and  pound  keepers  a  255,  c257,  a  341,  c  343,  a  658, 
c663 

Corporation  counsel  a  294,  c  300 

City  solicitor  a  294,  c  300 

City  collector  c  343,  a  352 

Superintendent  of  printing  a  363,  c  3S0,  411,  a  449 

Record  commissioners  c  421,  a  422 

Measurers  of  leather  a  568 
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City  Point  (8,  B.)— 

Tracks:  South  Boston  R.R.  Co.,  order  notice,  a  254;  hear- 
ing 309 ;  order  passed  314 

Marine  park  :  petitions  a  273,  0  278,  a  289,  c  303,  a  309 

Coaches:  from  West  Chester  park,  petition  a  733 
City  Point  Improvement  Association — 

Trees  in  South  Boston,  petition   referred  c96;  report  c  442, 
a  449 

Sixth  and  Q  sts.,  sidewalks,  etc.,  petition  a  611 J  order  passed 
6S8 
City  solicitor — see  Law  department 
Claims — 

Joint  standing  committee  al2,  c  27,  420 

Payment  of  executions  or  judgments  of  courts   authorized 
a  15,  c  16,  28 

Liability  of  city  for  sidewalk  accidents,  order  referred  c  731, 
a  730 

Atlantic  National  Bank  a  217,  518,  c  521 

Albany  police  department,  communication  of  police  commis- 
sioners, referred  c  750 

Allen,  Thomas  P.  a  404,  c  910,  a  913 

Boylen,  Kdmund  a  023 

Barnard,  .1.  P.  c  848 

Butland,  John  C.  F.  a  100 

Barr,  Peter  a  100,  107,  c  198 

Bencwato,  Frank  a  132 

Brown,  Phoebe  A.  a  132,  350,  c  304 

Carr,  Froza  a  20,  c  25,  a  120,  c  122 

Cooton,  Catharine  a  82,  c  545,  a  556 

Coyle,  James  a  178,  350,  c  304 

Devlin,  Patrick  a  803,  e  910 

Dugan,  James  II.  e  848,  910,  a  913 

Daly,  William  J.  c801,  848,  910 

Daly, Martha  M.a422 

Draper,  H.  T.  a  309,  356,  c  364 

Dinan,  Margaret  a  32,  c  43 

Doherty,  Michael  c  87 

Flynn,  Michael  J.  a  309,  356,  c  364 

Frohock,  J.  &  Co.  c  46,  a  52,  e  176,  a  179 

Fairbain,  Andrew  S.  a  51,  c  58 

Fitzgibbun,  Michael  c  79,  349,  a  352 

Fortune,  <  laroline  E.  a  89, 197,  e  198 

Francis,  Charles  H.  a  178 

George,  Sam.  L.  a  568,  745,  c  748 

Hall  &  Whipple  c  802 

Holmes,  Anna  L.  a  20,  c  25 

Halliorne,  Jacob  H.  a  32,  c  43 

Hunt,  Rachel  H.  e  58,  a  08 

Hanson,  Catharine  a  193 

Irvine,  Margaret  A.  a  89,  197,  c  198 

Jamaica  Pond  Ice  Co.  a  616 

Jaquith,  Edwin  c  58,  a  OS 

Kecl'c,  Maggie  c  40,  a  52 

Kilduff,  Sarah  a  100 

Landry,  Mary  a  20,  c  25,  a  139,  e  144 

Lane,  Samuel  a  32,  c  43,  a  180,  c  1 82 

Lcary,  Margaret  a  32,  c  43,  a  89,  c  95 

Lang,  Mary  a  83,  c  86 

Link,  Peter  S.  a  89 

Libbey,  Marita  M.  a  193,  313,  c  322 

Lock,  Lyman  c  671 

Lynch,  Owen  a 691) 

Leonard,  Hannah  L.  a  709 

McCullough,  Elizabeth  a  677,  c  910,  a  913 

Maynard,  J.  E.  064,  892 

Murray,  Bridget  Annie  a  733 

McLaughlin,  Frederick  a  289,  518,  c  521 

Murray,  E.  W.  a  404,  c  545,  a  556 

Maynard,  J.  E.  C559 

McManus,  Frank  c  28,  a  32 

MrXever,  Mary  c  60,  a  OS 

Morrison,  Alexander  a  82 

Murphy,  Timothy  a  82,  210,  c  217 

Martin,  Ann  a  100 

May,  Mrs.  Frederiea  a  17S,  350,  c  364 

Nicholson,  Emily  E.  a  83,  c  60 

O'TooIc,  Anna  a  82 

O'Brien,  Mary  A.  a  132 

O'Donnell,  Ellen  a  193 

Paul,  M.  F.  a  W 

Parker,  II.  1).  fe  (  o.  a  ISO,  255,  310,  428,  519,  574,  786 

Pulsifer,  Frank  N.  c  245,  349,  a  352 

Pomcroy,  George  T.  a  247,  313,  e  322 

Richardson,  Albert  c  87,  150,  a  159 

Regan,  Michael  a  132 

Rogers,  Elizabeth  a  209,  356,  c  361 

Bobbins,  J-  fe  Co.  a  51 1 ,  c  515,  a  556 

Smith,  William  ,  (  .//.  a  667,  745,  c  748 

Smyth,  Herbert  a  IIS,  35ft,  859,  c  364 

Spence,  Andrew  a  422,  518,  e  521 

Sanson,  Benjamin  II.  c  58,  a  os 

Stevens,  Mr,-.  Annie  It.  a  89,  235,  c  238 

Sullivan,  Aim  c  170.  829,  a  335,  517,  c  521 

Tighe,  John  a  210,  c  217 

Tut'te,  Eleanor  V.  a  247,  472,  e  475 

Tobin,  Thomas  J.,  widow  of  c  356,  545 


Twiss,  Isaac  a  12,  c  16,  a  83,  c  86 
Toomey,  Timothy  a  68,  313,  c  322 
Turner,  Mary  J.  a  132,  210,  c  217,  243,  329,  a  335 
Vcale,  Bridget,  a  83,  c  86 
Webster,  William  W.  a  51,  c  58,  a  89,  c  95 
Williams,  Elizabeth  a  82,  139,  c  144 
Wilson,  A.  P.  a  132,  468 
Walsh,  Elleu  a  132,  313,  c  322 
Wharff,  Clarence  C.  a  490 
Whiteman,  Naomi  E.  c  728 
Clapp,  Eliza  A. — 

Dunstable  st.  (Charlestown), extension  $3,500  damages,  order 

passed  a  802 
Clapp,  Horace  B.,  councilman  (ward  24)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:  committee  on  fuel  27;    Mt.    Hope  and  Cedar 

Grove  cemeteries  27 ;  streets  27;  Arnold  arboretum  673 
Remarks : 

Extension  of  Harrison  av.  and  D  st.  Ill,  128 

Petition  of  John  Reardon  114 

Water-st.  "  flat-iron"  estate  131 

Marcella-st.  Home  154, 175 

Steamer  Parisian  155 

Dorchester-bay  tunnel  175 

Appropriation  bill  189 

Contract  of  William  C.  Poland  &  Son  192 

Confirmation  of  water  commissioner  271 

City  treasurer  302,  322 

Broadway  extension  327 

Fuel  contract  414 

Salaries  of  city  officers  524,  598,  706,  753 

Providing  carriages  0a4 

Arnold  arboretum  664 

D -street  extension  672 

Public  parks  792 
Clapp,  Howard,  councilman  (ward  14)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  committee  on  public  buildings  27;  improved  sew- 
erage 27 
Remarks : 

Care  of  sidewalks  and  yards  in  front  of  public  buildings 
and  grounds  10 

Appropriation  bill  190 

Contract  of  Wm,  C.  Poland  &  Son  201 

Prince  school-house  yard  239 

Old  stale  house  305,  340,  410,  476 

Removal  of  fences  from  public  squares  308 

Public  parks  829 

Sale  of  estate  37  Boylston  st.  328 

South-end  branch  library  333 

Avon-place  school-house  401 
Clapp,  Otis,  trustee— 

Mt.  Everett  St.,  edgestone,  petition  a  511;  order  passed  553 
Clapp,  Sarah  S.— 

Dunstable    st.    (Charlestown),  extension,    damages,    order 

passed  a  863 
Clarence  place  (ward  24) — 

Stable:  petition  a  580;  permit  593 
Clarence  street — 

Edgestones,  sidewalk  :  at  Nos.  29  and  31,  petition  a  193;  order 
passed  213 

No.  52,  petition  a  209;  order  passed  234 

Nos.  38  and  40,  petition  a  309 ;  order  passed  342 

No.  36,  petition  a  404  ;  order  x>assed  426 
Edgestones :  Nos.  7  and  9,  orders  passed  a  295 

No.  42,  petition  a  352;  order  passed  376 
Sidewalks  :  No.  15,  petition  a  309  ;  order  passed  342 

No.  42,  petition  a  404;  order  passed  426 

No.  27,  petition  a  404;  order  passed  426 

No.  25,  petition  a  422 ;  order  passed  456 
Clarendon  street — 

Crosswalk  :  from  Hotel  Brunswick  to  Trinity  chapel,  petition 

a  052 ;  report  701 
Clark,  A.  N.— 

29  and  31  Yarmouth  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  404;  order 

passed  426 
Harwich  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  508;  order  passed  591 
Yarmouth  st.,  sidewalk,  order  passed  a  017 
Clark,  C.  F.  et  al.— 

Nashua  St.,  and  Minot  St.,   between  Nashua  and  Lowell  els., 

paving,  petition  a  608 
Clark,  Charles  H.— 

Nominated  and   elected  second  assistant  assessor  e  144, 172, 

a  179 
Clark,  Daniel- 
Sprinkling  streets,  renewal  of  license,  petition  a  159;  report  ISO 
Clark,  Daniel  \V\— 

Appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  341,  c  343 
Clark,  J.  P.  it  ah— 

Edgestone  and  sidewalk  abatements  aud  assessments,  order 

passed  a  341 
Clark,  Lester  D. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  352 
Clark ,  Malachi— 

SpriokliDg  streets,  renewal  of  license,  petition  a  159;  report 

180 


Will 
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Clark,  P,  J.  et  al.— 

Pitts  at.,  sower,  petition  a  511;  order  passed  518 
Clark  &  Smith  c<  <t/.— 

Beverly  ami  Causeway  sts.,  sprinkling,  petition  a  690 
Clark,  William  (;.— 

Strain  motor,  petition  a  132 ;  permit  591 
Clark,  W.  It.— 

Mt.  Everett  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  422;  order  passed  406 
Clark,  W,  R.  etal.— 

Underground  telegraph  wires,  petition  a  449;  report,  order 
passed  a  SSS:  veto,  order  passed  a  913 

Coleman  St.,  grading,  ete.,  petition  a  4S3;  order  passed  617 

Bcllevue  St.,  between  Bowdoin  and  Clark  sts.  (ward  24), 
grading,  petition  a  483 ;  order  passed  617 

ML  Everett  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  511 
Lamps,  petition  a  178 ;  report  S90 
Clayton  street  (Dorchester)  — 

Strain-engine:  petition  and  order  notice  a  517;  hearing  549; 
permit  574 
Cleaves,  Joshua  — 

Appointed  inspector  of  petroleum  and  coal  oils  a  115 
Cleaves,  Nathaniel  P.— 

Appointed  inspector  of  petroleum  and  coal  oils  a  115 
Clerk,  city  — see  City  clerk 
Clerk  of  committees  — see  Committees 
Clerk  of  common  council  —  see  Common  council 
Clove,  Clara  et  al.— 

Custer  st.  (Jamaica  Plain),  sewer,  petition  a  334;  report  and 
order  notice  356 ;  hearing  309 ;  order  passed  412 
Cliff  street- 
Crosswalk  :  petition  a  247 

Edgestone,  sidewalk:  No.  16,  petition  a  352;  order  passed 
376 
Clifford,  A.  P.  et  al.— 

Harvard  st.  (ward  24),  sewer,  petition  a  209 
Clifford  street- 
Gutters  :  petition  a  229 ;  order  passed  376 

Sidewalks  :  petition  a  334 ;  order  passed  376 
Clifton  street — 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  677 
Clinton  street — 

Estate  of  Robert  Codman  el  al.,  mortgage,  orderpassed  a  395, 
405,  c  415 
Cloney,  Thomas  F.  et  al.  — 

Dana  st.  (S.  B.),  sewer,  petition  a  608 
Clough,  E.  G.  et  al.— 

Crescent  av.,  crosswalk  to  Oak  sq.,  petition  a  309;  report  357 
Clough,  George  A. — 

Nominated  and  elected  city  architect  a  70,  c  74 
Clows,  B.  F.— 

49  Condor  st.  (ward  1),  stable,  petition  a  803;  leave  to  with- 
draw 807 ;  permit  838 
Coakley,  P.  H.— 

9  Clarence  st.,  edgestones,  order  passed  a  295 
Coal  [see  also  Fuel] — 

Weighers  appointed  a  89,  193,  209,  247,  352,  390,  404 
Coburn,  Joseph  I). — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Coburn,  J.  W.  &  Co.— 

Guy  rope  and  office  in  court-bouse  area,  petition   referred 
with  full  power  a  516 
Codman  &  Shurtleff— 

139-145  Columbus  av.,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice 
a  289 ;  hearing  352 ;  permit  404 
Codman,  Ogden — 

7  Exchangepl.,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice  a  337; 
permit  373 
Codman,  Robert  et  al. — 

Estate  on  Clinton  st.,  mortgage,  order  passed  a  395,  405,  c  415 
Codman  street — 

Lamps:  between  Washington  6t.and  Dorchester  av.,  petition 
a  836 
Coffin,  W.  H.— 

300  Commonwealth  av.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  404 ;  order  passed 
426 
Coffin,  W.  E.  et  al.— 

Savin  Hill  av.,  plank  walk,  petition  a  803 
Cogswell,  H.  D.— 

Public  drinking  fountains,  petition  a  422 
Cohen,  S.— 

9  Winter  St.,  electric  light,  permit  a  837 
Cole,  Charles  — 

Appointed  officer  to  make  complaint  in  cases  of  violation  of 
ordinances  a  100,  677 

Appointed  truant  officer  a  100 

Appointed  constable  a  100,  589,  630 
Coleman,  George  A.  — 

Bowdoin  sq.  to  Litchfield's  wharf,  passenger  wagon,  petition 
a  89;  license  211 
Coleman,  George  W. — 

Mt.  Everett  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  422;  order  passed  456 
Coleman  street  (ward  24) — 

Grading, etc.,  petition  a  483;  order  passed  617 

Edgestones  :  petition  a  483;  order  passed  617 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  593 

Stable :  corner  Hamilton  av.,  petition  a  623;  permit  645 


Sidewalks  :  petition  a  677 
Collector's  department  — 

Payment  to  clerks  for  night  duty  authorized  a  35,  e  43 
Collins,  Michael  D. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  111,  a  116 
Colony  street — ■ 

Edgestones,  sidewalks  :  Nos.  36,  38,  and  40,  petition  a  733 
Colton,  Robert  T.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Columbia  street  (ward  24)  — 
Relocation  :  damages  a  84 
Stables  :  near  N.Y.  &  N.E.  R.R.  petition  a  229 ;  permit  255 

near  Quincy  St.,  petition  a  709;  permit  745 
Telegraph  poles:  between  Blue  Hill  av.  and  New  Seaver  St., 

petition  a  404 
Crosswalks:  corner  Glendale  st.,  petition  a  422;  report  455 

At  Quincy  St.,  petition  a  667 
Widening  :  damages  a  680 
Edgestones  :  petition  a  549,  order  passed  574 
Partial  and  temporary  closing:  petition  a  568;  permit  617 
Columbus  avenue — 

Extension  :  request  of  street  commissioners  referred  c  87 ;  re- 
solve and  order  passed  a  764 ;  c  792 ;  referred  c  846 ;  passed 

e909 
Sewer:  east  of  Berkeley  St.,  petition  a  193;  report  and  order 

notice  210;  hearing  229;  order  passed  294;  report  of  cost 

referred  837 
Conveyance  of  right  to  occupy  land  at  B.  &  A.  R.R.,   cross- 
ing, a  213 
Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  247,  313,  e  322 
Steam-engines  :  Nos.  139,  145,  petition  and  order  notice  a289 ; 

hearing  352 ;  permit  404 
Edgestones,  sidewalks  :  corner  Cazenove  place,  petition  a  652 
Sidewalks:  No.  534  and  cor.  Worcester  st.,  petition  a  667; 

order  passed  701 
Building  with  cellar  below  grade  :  petition  a  855 ;  report  887 
Underground  telegraph  and  telephone   wires:  Park  sq.   to 

Dartmouth  St.,  permit  a  888,  913 
Comey,  S.  A. — 

Alveston  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  352 ;  order  pjassed  376 
Comins,  George  A. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  e  111,  a  116 
Commerce  st. — 

Claims  :  damages,  c  245,  349,  a  352 
Commercial  court — 

Grade  damages  :  petition  a  68 
Commercial  street — 

Sewers :  reports  of  cost  referred  a  14,  33 ;  abatements  a  170, 

273,  790 
Claims :  personal  injuries,  petition  c  28,  a  32 
Widening :  damages  a  71,  85,  247,  837 

Better  assessment  on  property,  request  of   owners   of 
wharves  for  hearing  a  608 
Crosswalk :  at  So  Market  St.,  petition  a  247 ;  order  passed  276 
Lamps  :  rear  No.  490,  petition  a  334 
Paving  :  from  Cross  st.  to  Atlantic  ave. ,  petition  a  369 
From  Charles-river  bridge  to  Hanover  St.,  petition  a  369 
Grading,  paving,  edgestones,  sidewalks :  order  passed  a  376 
Telegraph  poles  :  between  Eastern  av.  and  Charles-river  av., 

permit  a  574 
Grade  damages  a  789,  855 
Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires :  permit   from 

State  to  Hanover  st.  a  SSS,  913 
Commercial  street  (ward  24)  — 

Sprinkling :  petition  a  132 ;  order  passed  234 

Petition  a  193 ;  order  passed  234 

From  Pleasant  st.  to  Dorchester  av.,  order  passed  a  341 
Steam-engine  :  opposite  Linden  St.,  petition  and  order  notice 

a  337 ;  hearing  369 ;  permit  394 
Wooden  buildings  :  near  South  St.,   erection,  petition  e  227 ; 
permit  a  255,  c  257 

Addition, near  Linden  St.,  petition  a  652;  report  no  action 
necessary  a  862 
Crosswalks:  petition  a 422;  report  455 
Claims  :  personal  injuries  c  671 
Commissions  [see  also  alphabetic  heads]  — 

Proposed  abolition  of  fire  and  all  commissions,  orders  and  re- 
monstrances referred  a    274,  289,   c  301;     requests  for 

hearings  a  352,  c366;  report,  assigned  a7S6;  referred  to 

next  city  government  a  S58,  c  911 
Proposed  sewerage  commission ,  order  offered  a  722 ;  referred 

a  733;    report,   assigned    a    7S9;    referred  to  next  city 

government  a  S60,  c  911 
Committees  [see  also  alphabetic  heads]  — 

Joint  nominating  committees,  order  for  appointment  passed, 

c  4,  16,  27 
Nominating  committees  appointed  e  4,  a  12,  c  27,  a  193,  c  204, 

a  210,  e  59S,  a  60S 
Joint  standing  committees,  order    for     appointment  passed 

c  16;  reconsideration  and  assignment  c  19;  order  passed 

c  27 ;  appointed  c  27 
Joint  special  committees  appointed  —  sec  subject  heads 
Standing  committee  of  council  on  paving  27 
Municipal  expenses,  order  to  appoint  joint  committee  c  10, 

27 ;  laid  on  table  a  32 ;  indefinitely  postponed  a  72 
All  joint  committees  directed  to  report  progress,  c  421,  a  422 
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Contingent  fund  of  Joint  committees,  additional  appropriation 
a  806, c  818 

Committees  of  board  of  aldermen,  order  Indefinitely  post- 
poned a  892 

Clerk  of  Committees — 

Vacation  allowed  a  70.  c  74 

William  II.  Lee  nominated  and  elected  a  70,  c  74 

Report   of  ordinance  c  157;  passed   c  176;  laid  on  tabic 

a  179;   passed  a  213 
Instructed  to  submit  proceedings  of  committee  on  ordi- 
nances c  683 
Common  and  public  grounds — 

Care  of  sidewalks,  order  passed  a  12;  amended  c  16,  28;  non- 
concurrence  a  32,  c  43 

Joint  standing  committee  a  12,  c  27 

Dumping  snow  on  common,  petition  referred  c  18;  report 
c87,  a  B9;  order  passed  c  910,  a  913 

Coasting  on  common,  orders  referred  a  30,  35,  c43,  46;  report, 
order  for  bridge  rejected  a  55 

Petition  of  John  Reardon  referred  to  committee  on  common 
a  57;  referred  to  nominating  committee  with  instructions 
c  58;  referred  to  committee  on  common  with  instructions 
a  68;  concurred  c  74;  request  for  public  hearing  referred 
c  113;  indefinitely  postponed  a  118;  report  leave  to  with- 
draw accepted  al34;  recommitted  c  149 ;  report  accepted 
c 184;  a  196 

Annual  report  of  superintendent  c  79 

Playground  on  common,  order  referred  c  81,  a  82;  call  for  re- 
port e  27»> ;  report  c  403,  405 

William  Doogue  nominated  and  elected  supt.  a  70,  c  74 

Trees  in  South  Boston,  order  referred  c  96 

Order  authorizing  contracts  for  trees  c  113,  128,  192,  a  195 

Summer  concerts,  order  assigned  e  157,  173;  substitute  order 
passed  e  191,  a  195;  subject  referred  a  362;  report  a  378; 
additional  appropriation  rejected  c  510;  additional  appro- 
priation and  special  committee,  order  passed  a  519,  c  536, 
a 555;  indefinitely  postponed  c  577 

Supplies  for  public  grounds,  order  passed  a  211,  c  217 

Proposed  city  greenhouse,  order  referred  c  270,  a  273 

Commonwealth  av.,  park,  removal  of  fences,  order  to  inves- 
tigate, laid  on  table  e  2S6,  351 ;  order  confirming  removal 
passed c  307,  325,  a335;  petition  to  restore  a  809;  report, 
assigned  c  800;  order  passed  c  909,  a  912 

Grounds  belonging  to  Gibson-school  fund,  remonstrance 
against  use  as  ball  grounds  c245,  a  253;  report  c  442,  a  449 

Playgrounds  a  273 

Order  authorizing  removal  of  fences  from  public  squares, 
c  307 ;  indefinitely  postponed  c  325 

Removal  of  iron  fence  from  lot  at  junction  of  Tremont,  Mont- 
gomery and  Clarendon  sts.,  order  referred  c  330 

Brighton  square,  junction  Chestnut  Hill  av.  and  Rockland 
St.,  grading  etc.,  a 341,  c  343,  364 

Permanent  music-stand  on  common,  order  referred  c  384, 
a  390;  report,  order  passed  a  394,  c  397,403,  a  4U5 

Proposed  bicycle  track  on  common,  order  rejected  c478;  or- 
der referred  c  510 

Fence  for  High-school  buildings  a  394,  c397 

Care  of  plants  during  winter,  order  passed  a  487 ;  referred  to 
special  committee  c  504;  notice  of  call  for  report  c  606; 
report,  order  passed  a  659;  assigned  c  663,  687;  report, 
assigned  c  729,  798;  order  passed  e  819 

Police  protection,  order  to  petition  laid  on  table  a  487;  indefi- 
nitely postponed  a  574;  order  passed  directing  commis- 
sioners a  487,  c  503 

Boats  on  public  garden  pond  on  Sundays  a  500 

Washington  park,  order  referred c  509;  report, order  referred 
e  637,  a  043 

Orchard  park — see  Orchard  park 

Electric  lights  on  common  and  public  garden,  order  referred 
c  547 

Madison  sq.,  order  referred  c  548 

Vandalism  on  public  garden,  communication  referred  a  C16; 
report,  referred  to  police  commissioners  a  659,  c  663 

Public  garden,  electric  lights,  petitions  a  652,  881 

Public  garden  pond,  communication  from  city  engineer,  re- 
ferred a  709  ;  report,  referred  a  776 

Compensation  for  injuries  received  by  employe1,  petition  a  690 

City  greenhouse,  order  appropriating  land  passed  a  786;  re- 
ferred e  702 
Appropriation  of  *10,0U0  for  building,  order  referred  a  786 

Flagstaff  on  Mi  eting-housc  hill,  order  referred,  c  802 

Trees  near  "  coast"  on  Common,  petition  to  enclose  a  783 

Klectri.- lights:  petition  a  881 

Order  to  hire  greenhouses  of  Win.  Doogue,  referred  to  next 
city  government  c  908,  a  912 
I  ommon  council — 

Called  to  order  by  senior  member  1 

<  redendals  reported  1 

Massage  to  mayor  am)  aldermen,  of  quorum  present  1 

Convention  for  organization  city  council  l 

Inauguration  of  mayor  1 

Oaths  of  office  administered  to  members  elect  1,  7,  43 

Inaugural  address  delivered  by  mayor  1 

Andrew  J-  Bailey  elected  presidents;  address  3;  resignation 

082;  Charles  }■:.  Pratt  elected  president  6*2 
Washington  P.  Gregg  elected  clerk  3 


Message  to  mayor  and  aldermen  of  organization  3;  of  election 
of  president  682;  of  vacancy  in  ward  4  6S2 

Message  to  aldermen  of  death  of  councilman  Daniel  J. 
Sweeney  3 

Message  from  aldermen  of  organization  3 

Convention  for  election  of  city  clerk  3 

Regular  meetings,  Thursdays,  7£  o'clock,  assigned  4 

Contingent  fund,  payments  authorized  5;  additional  appro- 
priations a  34,  c  60+,  a  629,  c  636,  a  913;  order  to  report 
condition  of  fund,  etc.  e  731;  report  c  750 

Choice  of  seats  6 

Special  meetings  and  adjournments  18,  28,  126,  177,  191,  448, 
588,  605,  619,  758 

Powers  of  aldermen,  transfer  to  city  council — see  legislative 
matters 

Councilmen  from  wards  22  and  25,  order  passed  to  petition 
a  103 ;  laid  on  table  e  108 ;  indefinitely  postponed  c  155 

Lunches  ordered  c  111,  153,  173,  182,524,830,908;  refused 
c  131,  227 

Portrait  of  president,  order  passed  176 

Use  of  anterooms  by  collector,  order  passed  177 

Election  of  president  pro  tern.  238 

Use  of  council  chamber  by  assessors  244 

President's  room,  $200  for  books  of  reference  246 

Pay  of  regular  reporters,  order  indefinitely  postponed  268 

Hour  of  adjournment,  order  indefinitely  postponed  305 

Refreshments  on  council  day,  order  passed  forbidding  ap- 
proval of  bills  306 

Portraits  of  presidents,  exchanges  authorized  306 

Visit  lo  Sudbury -river  water  works,  order  passed  c  385 

Bummer  vacation,  445,  477,  543,  576 

Excursion,  order  passed  c  477  ;  report  of  city  messenger  536; 
sundry  orders  rejected  536 

Change  of  seats— see  Buildings 

Carriages  ordered  604 

Tellers  appointed  689,  792 

Oflicial  report  of  proceedings,  amendment,  order  passed  c  758 

Annual  dinner  848,  895 

Convention,  mayor's  valedictory,  c  848,  a  855,  e  865,  911 

Caucus  of  members  of  next  council  910 

Bills  for  carriages,  petition  848;  orders  passed  911 

General  reconsideration,  refused  c  911 

Closing  proceedings  c  919 

Copy  of  president's  address,  order  passed  c  921 
Commonwealth  avenue- 
Bridge  over  park  waterway,  contract  authorized  c  80,  a  82; 
c  672,  683,  a  695 

Care  in  planting  of  trees,  petition  a  68 ;  report  a  90,  c  95 

Extension  :  contracts  for  filling  authorized  a  181,  cl82,  206 

Sidewalks  :  No.  294,  petition  a  209 ;  order  passed  235 
No.  296,  petition  a  209;  order  passed  235 
No.  298,  petition  a  209;  order  passed  235 
Corner  Gloucester  St.,  petition  a  209;  order  passed  235 
Nos.  286-288. petition  a  229 ;  order  passed  276 
No.  200,  petition  289  ;  order  passed  314 
No.  341,  petition  a  309;  order  passed  322 
No.  3U0,  petition  a  404;  order  passed  426 
No.  255,  petition  a  608;  order  passed  631 
No.  253,  petition  a  608;  order  passed  631 
Corner  Marlborough  st. ;  petition  a  608 ;  order  passed  631 
No,  263,  petition  a  G52;  order  passed  701 
No.  261,  petition  a  667;  order  passed  701 
No.  385,  petition  a  836;  order  passed  864 

Telegraph  poles:  petition  of  fire  commissioners— see  Tele- 
phone 

Removal  of  fences :  order  to  investigate,  laid  on  table  c  286; 
indefinitely  postponed  c  606;  order  confirming  removal 
passed  c  307,  325,  a  335;  petition  to  restore  a  309 

Petition  to  remove  remaining  fences  c  401 

Cutters  :  Hotel  Vendome,  petition  a  309 ;  order  passed  426 

Stables  :  corner  Exeter  st.  petition  a  422;  permit  487 
No.  244,  petition  a  783;  permit  807 

Underground   telegraph   and  telephone   wires:   permit  from 
Berkeley  to  Parker  st.  a  888,  913 
Commonwealth  flats,  Fort  Point  channel  (ward  12)  — 

Wooden  buildings:  extension,  petition  a  12,  10;  permit c  80 
Erection,  petition  a  468;  report  c  561,578;  order  ruled  out 

c598 
erection  near  Northern  av.,  petition  a  803 
Conant,  Ezra  etal. — 

Elmore  and  Wilmont  sts,,  grading,  etc.,  petition  a  159 
Conant,  George  C. — 

Appointed  assistant  sup't  of  Federal-st.  bridge  a  786 
Conant,  George  W. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Conant,  Lewis  J. — 

Montana  st.,  near  Georgia  av.  (ward  21),  stable,  petition  a 836; 
permit  863 
Concord  street  (Oharlestown)  — 

Hewer:  petition  a  390;   report   and  order  for  hearing  557; 
hearing  569 
Condor  street  (E.B.) — 

Edgestones,  sidewalks:  petition  a  422 
Condor  street  (ward  1)  — 

Stable:  No.  49,  petition  a  803 :  leave  to  withdraw  807;  per- 
mit 838 
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Telephone  poles  I  petition  a  S30 

Ingalls,  Frederic  P.  a  589,  630 

Congregational  House,  occupants  of — 

Johnson,  Charles  P.  a  5S9,  630 

Junction  of  Beacon  and  Somerset  stB.j  paving 

petition  a  390 

Jones,  William  K.  a  589,  630 

Congress  street — 

Kallmann,  Marcus  a  589,  630 

Paving  :  order  passed  a  2'.*.") 

Keith,  David  B.  a  5S9,  030 

Telephone  poles:  giants  to  Stearns  &  George, 

transfer  a  449, 

Kelley,  Stephen  P.  a  589,  630 

471,485 

Kennedy,  Henry  P.  a  568 

South  Boston  U.K.  location:  petition  a  709;    report  and  order 

Knapp,  Frederick  P.  a  589,  630 

notice  740:  hearing  80S 

Knapp,  Russell  R.  a  589,  630 

Underground  telephone  wires:   petition  a  73S 

;  permit  from 

Leavitt,  A.  M.  a  100,  589,  630 

Milk  to  state  St.  a  NSS,  913 

Leeds,  James  P.  a  100,  589,  630 

Poles  :  permit  to  N.  E.  Dredging  Co.  a  917 

Lynch,  Nicholas  G.  a  589,  630 

Conlcy,  Bridget- 

MacCorry,  J.  Stuart  a  589,  630 

Commercial  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  170 

Macdonald,  Francis  X.  a  589,  630 

Conley,  John  ,1. — 

Martin,  William  D.  a  589,  630 

Appointed  assistant  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  a  115 

May,  John,  a  8S1 

Conlin,  Christopher  P.,  councilman  (ward  2) — 

McDonald,  Isaac  W.  a  589,  630 

Oaths  of  office  1 

Mcintosh,  Samuel  a  100,  5S9,  630 

Appointed  :  committee  on  fire  department  27  ; 

paviug  27 

Mcintosh,  William  H.  a  5S9,  630 

Remarks : 

Mecuen,  E.  F.  a  100,  589,  630 

Death  of  hoseman  Tohey  727 

Meriam,  Benjamin  a  589,  630 

Council,  Joseph  1*.,  councilman  (ward  20)  — 

Moore,  Dennis  a  100,  589,  630 

Oaths  of  office  1 

Munroe,  Abel  B.  a  589,  630 

Appointed  :  committee  on   badges  11 ;  city  hospital  2T;  old 

Munroe,  George  B.  a  589,  630 

state  bouse  436;  salary  conference  635 

Munroe,  Jothara  E.  a  589,  630 

Remarks  : 

Murphy,  George  a  100,  589,  630 

Transfer  of  Engine  12,  etc.  283 

Newell,  John  a^5S9,  630 

Salaries  of  city  officers  707 

Noonan,  Daniel  a  589,  630 

Cornices,  John  et  al. — 

O'Brien,  John  B.  a  589,  630 

Cedar  st.  (ward  24),  petition  to  put  in  order  a  369 

Paine,  Isaiah  Jr.  a  589.  639 

Conness,  John — 

Palmer,  Leavitt  B.  a  639 

River  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  568;  order  passed 590 

Patterson,  David  a  589,  630 

Connor,  Michael — 

Peters,  Alvah  H.  a  589,  630 

Appointed  field  driver  and  pound  keeper  a  255 

C257 

Phillips,  Alvan  J.  a  449 

Constables— 

Phillips,  Alvin  I.  a  589,  630 

W.  H.  Swift,  surety  a  178 

Post,  William  S.  a  589,  630 

Bonds  approved,  a  471,  580,  643,  658,  668,  878 

,  700,  709,  764, 

Prentiss,  Henry  a  589,  630 

736,  782,  SOS,  836,  912 

Priest,  J.  Edward  a  589,  630 

Sureties,  report,  change  of  form  inexpedient  a 

887 

Proctor,  George  B.  a  5S9,  630 

Form  of  surety  on  bonds,  order  referred  a  643 

Ripley,  H.  F.  a  100,  589,  630 

Complaiut  against  Charles  P.  Cook  referred  a 

36.7 

Robie,  John  a  589,  630 

Appoin  tmen  U — 

Rogers,  John  a 589,  630 

Adams,  Francis  M.  a  589,  639 

Rowc,  Joseph  R.  a  589,  630 

Andrews,  Richard  F.  a  589,  630 

Royce,  Burnham  a  589,  630 

Badlam,  William  H.  a  5S9,  630 

Simmons,  Simon  a  589,  659 

Barry,  John  R.  a  5s9,  630 

Smith.  Austin  R.  a  5S9,  630       ' 

Barry,  Patrick  a  589,  630 

Smith,  Charles  a  589,  630 

Baxter,  Francis  J.  a  589,  630 

Smith,  Thomas  M.  a  589,  630 

Blossom,  William  A.  a  589,  630 

Smyth,  Edwin  R.  a  589,  630 

Brackett,  Samuel  a  5S9,  630 

Southworth,  Asa  a  589,   630 

Bragdon,  James  a  100,  589,  630 

Spach,  Henry  F.  a  589  630 

Brothers,  Joshua  a  589,  630,  662,  678- 

Spinney,  Edwin  B.  a  589,  630 

Brown,  Moses  P.  a  589,  630 

Stokes,  Warren  J.  a  100,  589,  630 

Bulfincb,  Francis  V.  a  589,  630 

Sullivan,  Barry  a  589,  630 

Burcbam,  Charles  a  589,  630 

Sullivan,  Denis  A.   589,  630 

Butler,  John  E.  a  639 

Sullivan,  William  a  652 

Canning,  Samuel  Jr.  a  589,  630 

Sweeney,  Christopher  F.  a  589,  630 

Coburn,  Joseph  D.  a  589,  630 

Swett,  Jeremiah  M.  a  100,  589,  030 

Cole,  Charles  a  100,  589,  630 

Swift,  William  H.  a  589,  630,  662 

Conaut,  George  W.  a  589,  630 

Turner,  C.  E.  a  100,  589,  630 

Cook,  Charles  P.  a  589,  630 

Tyler,  William  G.  a  589,  630 

Cook,  William  P.  a  5S9,  630 

Underwood,  Mclvin  A.  a  589,  630 

Copeland,  W.  M.  H.  a  589,  630 

Wallis,  Elhridge  G.  a  589,  630 

Crawford,  Thomas  A.  a  589,  630 

Walsh,  Morris  J.  a  589,  630 

Curtis,  Daniel  B.  a  589,  630 

Walsh,  Richard  M.  a  652 

Damrell,  JohnE.  S.  a  589,  630 

Ware,  Frank  T.  a  589,  630 

Darling,  Hinds  R.  a  589,  630 

White,  Sumner  P.  a  100,  5S9,  030 

Davis,  Luther  a  881 

Whiteside,  John  H.  a  589 

Dearborn,  Albion  P.  a  5S9,  650 

Wight,  Warren  A.  a  589,  630 

Derby,  Isaac  W.  a  589,  630 

Williams,  Wright  W.  a  589,  630 

Doherty,  John  F.  a  589,  630 

Wilson,  George  L.  a  589,  630 

Drew,  Alvin  S.  a  5S9,  630 

Wiswall,  Romanzo  N.  a  639 

Drew,  George  G.  a  589,  630 

Wolffsohn,  Siegfried  a  589,  669 

Duddy,  John  A.  a  5S9,  630 

W'oofindale,  Charles  S.  a  100,  5S9,  630 

Duggan,  John  A.  a  589,  630 

Wright,  Warren  A.  a  100,  589,  630 

Easterbrook,  Samuel  H.  a  763. 

Wyman,  Abraham  G.  a  589,  638 

Farr,  George  W.  a  5S9,  630 

Continental  Guards  of  New  Orleans- 

Fee,  Thomas  Jr.  a  589,  630 

Testimonial  to   city  of  New   Orleans,  committee  appointed 

Felch,  George  M.  100,  589,  630 

c  61,  a  68 ;  report,  resolve  aud  order  passed  c  SO,  a  82 

Fitzpatrick,  John  B.  a  589,  030 

Continental  National  Bank — 

Folger,  Thomas  a  589,  630 

Hancock  st.  and  private  way,  sewer  abatement  a  889 

Forristall,  Henry  M.  a  589,  630 

Contracts — 

Fort,  William  A.  a  589,  630 

Report,  ordinance  passed  to  repeal  ordinance  c  80,  a  82 

Foss,  Elijah  D.  a  5S9,  630 

Converse  &  Stanwood — 

Franey ,  John  J.  a  589,  630 

11  Jess  6t.,  edgestonc,  abatement  a  94 

Gardner,  William  T.  a  589,  630 

Cook,  Charles  P. — 

Goodwin,  James  F.  a  589,  630 

Appointed  constable  a  5S9,  630 

Grant,  Augustus  a  589,  630 

Complaint,  referred  a  607 

Hall,  Thomas  a  589,  630 

Cook  &  Handy- 

Harrington,  John  C.  a  5S9,  630 

Sprinkling  streets  in  Roxbury,  petition  a  159;  permit  295 

Hebard,  Sylvester  H.  a  589,  630 

Cook,  Henry  A. — 

Herter,  Robert  a  589,  630 

Milton  av.,  corner  Fuller  st.  (ward  24),  stable;  petition  a  209; 

Hicks,  William  L.  a  581),  630 

permit  237 
Cook,  Henry  A.  etal. — 

Hodgate,  John  M.  a  589,  630 

Hovey,  Solomon  Jr.  a  589,  630 

Norfolk  st.  (ward  24),  lamps,  petition  a  178;  leave  to  with- 

Hutchins, Luther  a  589,  630 

draw  915 
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Cook,  Henry  N.  el  al.— 

Norfolk  St., crosswalk  at  Milton  av.,  petition  a  390;  report  455 
Cook,  James  V. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  alio 
Cook,  John  C — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  c  172,  a  179,  c  182 
Cook,  William  P.— 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Cooley,  E. — 

Willow  court  (ward  20),  stable,  petition  a  82;  permit 90 
Coolidge,  Cornelius— 

Weft  Brookline  St.,  corner  Washington,  change  of  conditions 
in  deed  a  342  c  343 
Coolidge,  George — 

Appointed  superintendent  of  printing  a  369,  e  3S0,  441,  a  449 
Cooton,  Catherine — 

Stillman  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  82;  leave  to  withdraw 
c  545,  a  556 
Copeland,  C.  F.  ft  al. — 

Dudley  St.,  from  Brook  av.  to  Blue  Hill  av.,  sprinkling,  peti- 
tion a  209;  order  passed  234 
Copeland,  W.  M.  II.— 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Copeland  street — 

Sidewalks  :  No.  22,  petition  a  783 ;  order  passed  807 
Corcoran,  Richard — 

113  Keyes  st.  (ward  23),  stable,  petition  a  803 ;  permit  833 
Corey  street  (ward  23)  — 

■Stable  :  near  Centre  St.,  petition  a  623;  permit  645 
Corn  court — 

Paving :  petition  a  289 
Cornhill— 

Melting  furnace:  No.  11,  petition  a  404;  permit  427 
Steam-engine  :  No.  11,  petition  and  order  notice  a  404;  hearing 
449 ;  permit  473 
Cornhill  court — 

Electric  light :  permit  a  341 
Corporation  counsel — see  Law  department 
Corris,  W.  T.  W.— 

Star  lane,  near  Centre  6t.  (ward  23),  stable,  petition  o  89; 
permit  121 
Costello,  Michael  W.,  councilman  (ward  22) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Elected  ;  committee  on  accounts  10;  Stony  brook  27 
Appointed  :  committee  on  surveyor's  department  27 ;  Webster 

centennial  817 
Remarks : 

Hot  dinners  for  employes  on  improved  sewerage  61 
Invitation  to  public  meeting  relating  to  Irish  atfairs  76 
Resolves  of  sympathy  for  Ireland  126 
Representation  from  wards  22  and  25,  155 
Petition  of  John  Reardou  186 
Wages  of  mechanics  266,  283 
Vacation  for  mechanics,  laborers,  etc.  330,  343 
Building  limits  446,  466,  502,  909 
Salaries  of  city  officers  524 
Care  of  plants  in  winter  827 
Personal  explanation  t>70 
Investigation  of  police  commissioners  907 
Cottage  street — 

Sprinkling :  petition  a  247 ;  order  passed  276 
Cottage  street  (ward  20) — 

Sewer:   petition   a  404;    report  and  order  for  hearing  455; 
hearing  468 
Cottage  street  (ward  23)  — 

Stable  :  petition  a  309 j  permit  340 
Cottage  street  (E.  B.)  — 

Sidewalks  :  No.  77,  petition  a  334;  order  passed  357 

Nos.  65  He  67,  petition  a  568;  order  passed  591 
Nuisance:  between  Maverick  and  Everett  sis.,  order  passed 
c  351, a  352 
Cottle,  Jonathan — 

Release  of  conditions  in  deed,  petition  a  549;  order  passed  c 
807,  s6e& 
Cotton,  Henry  W.  B.,  councilman  (ward  4)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on  streets  27;  fourth  of  July  259 
Remarks : 

Ward  19  contested  election  case  66 
Charlestown  almshouse  191 
Coughlin,  Elizabeth — 

Summer,  near  Spring  st.  (ward  23) ,  stable,  petition  a  12 ;  per- 
mit a  34 
Coultburs,  M.  A.  H  al. — 

Brooks  st.  (ward  23),  lamps,  petition  a  855 
County  of  Suffolk — 

County  building — see  Buildings 

-landing  committee  a  12 
Inspection  of  prisons,  etc..  committee  a  15;  reports  a  472,  916 
Jurors,  proposed  publication  of  names  e  28 ;  indefinitely  post- 
al c  07 
Jurors  drawn  a  51,100,  115,  132,  159,  178,212,229,  247,  273, 
288,  289,  334,  404,  490,  580,  589,  693,  008,  639,  652,  690,  702, 
783,  805 
Jury  list  received  from   registrars   of  voters,  amended   and 
adopted  a  134 


Names  of  jurors  drawn   and  jurv   list,  publishing,  petitions 

a  483,  568 ;  report,  leave  to  withdraw  a  861 
Sale  of  reservoir  building — see  Buildings 
Probation  officer :  report  c  44 

Clerk-hire  in  courts  :  Jan.  a 71 ;  Feb.  121 ;  March  197 ;  April  275 ; 
May  376 ;  June 456 ;  additional  appropriation  472 ;  July  558 ; 
Aug.  592;  Sept.  643;  Nov.  809;  Dec.  916 
Medical  districts,  proposed  change   in   division   lines,   com- 
munication referred  a  100 ;  report,  order  passed  a  591 
Release  from  jail — see  Institutions 
Clerk  of   Superior  Criminal    Court,    additional    clerk-hire, 

petition  a  159 
Judge  of  Municipal  court,  Roxbury  district,  allowance  of  fees 

in  insane  cases,  petition  a  109;  leave  to  withdraw  275 
Edward  H.  Savage  appointed  probation  officer  a  273 
County  treasurer,  annual  report — see  Treasury  department. 
County  collector,  annual  report — see  Taxes. 
Constables— see  Constables. 
Registry  of  Deeds,  indexes,  request  for  appropriation  a  490  ; 

report,  order  passed  a  837 
Medical  examiner,    reimbursement  of  expenses,  petition   a 
023 
Coup,  W.  C.— 

License  granted  a  230 
Court  square — 

Paving:  petition  a  273;  order  passed  295 
Electric  light :  permit  a  341 
Court  street — 

Bracket  for  electric  light:  Nos. 143-147,  petition  a  247 ;  permit 

276 
Electric  lights  :  No.  151,  permit  a  587 
Corner  Hanover  St.,  permit  a  837 
Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  677 

Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires  :  permit  a  888,  913 
Cousens  Brothers — 

Brighton  av.,  near  Brookline  bridge  (ward  25),  wooden  build- 
ing, petition  c  366;  permit  a  395,  c  397 
Brighton  av.,  wooden  addition  to  building,  petition  a  511; 
report  c  561,  578;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
Cousens,  JolmE. — 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  115 
Appointed  inspector  of  bundle  hay  a  115 
Couthouy,  Emily  L. — 

Elmore  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  170 
Cowan,  Thomas — 

Movement  of  wooden  buildings  :  on  Washington  st. ,  near  Shep  - 
ard  st.  (ward  25),  petition  a  549;  permit  574 
From  Parsons  St.  to  Church  st.  (ward  25) ,  petition  a  639 ; 

permit  659 
From  Washington  st.  to  unnamed  place  off  Market  st. 
(ward  25),  petition  a  667,  permit  701 
Coyle,  James — 

Centre  St.,  near  Amory  st.    (Roxbury),  personal  injuries, 
petition  a  178;  leave  to  withdraw  a  356,  c  364 
Coyle,  M.— 

Wooden  buildings  :  permit  to  move  a  342 
Cragie,  William  H. — 

Lambert  av.,  extension,   $2,067.20  damages,    order    passed 
a  862 
Craig,  John — 

Rear   Washington    st.    (ward    25),    stable,    petition   a  289; 
permit  314 
Crawford  street  (ward  21)  — 

Sewer :  report  of  cost  referred  a  33 

Petition  a  589 
Petition  to  put  in  order  a  51 
Tracks:  petition  of  Highland  R.R.  Co.,  a  289;   report  and 

order  notice  314;  hearing  369;  order  passed  888 
Edgestones  :  petition  a  483 ;  order  passed  519 

Petition  a  733 
Sidewalk :  from  Warren  st.  to  Elm  Hill  av.,  petition  a  855 
Crawford,  Thomas  A. — 

Appointed  constable  a  5S9,  630 
Creech,  H.  R.  et  al. — 

116  Eutaw  st.,  trees,  removal,  petition  a  404;  report  631 
Creek  square — 

Petition  that  it  be  lighted  a  132;  report  890 
Creek  street  (ward  24) — 

Plank  walks  :  petition  a  178 

Sewer:  petition  a  289;  report  and  order  notice  314;  hearing 
334 ;  order  passed  376 ;  report  of  cost  referred  837 
Crescent  avenue — 

Crosswalk  :  to  Oak  sq.,  petition  a  309;  report  357 
Crescent  court — 

Metal  furnaces  :  at  No.  3,  petition  a  89;  permit  101 
Cressey  &  Noyes — 

I'lympton  st.,  wooden  building,  erection,  petition  a  89;  per- 
mit 140,  c  144 
Cronin,  Cornelius  K. — 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Cronin,  John — 

2,  4,  and  0  B  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  608;  order  passed  631 
Cronin,  Patrick  11.,  councilman  (ward  12)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:   committee    on   harbor  27;    public    library  27; 
fourth  of  Jul)'  259 
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Crosby.  Bernard— 

Appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  255,  c  257 
Crosby.  Bernard  et  al.— 

A  i  wood  av.  (ward  22),  lamps,  petition  a  247;  report  890 
Crosby  Steam  Gauge  it  Valve  Co. — 

97  Oliver  St.,  metal  furnaces,  petition  a  404;  permit  427 
97  Oliver  St.,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice  a  404; 
hearing  4-19 ;  permit  473 
Cross,  Frank— 

Passenger  wagon  from  Cambridge  bridge  to  excursion  boats, 
license  refused  a  573 
Cross,  Franklin — 

From  Craigie's  bridge  to  Seollay  sq.,  passenger  wagon,  peti- 
tion a  690 
Cross,  Hiram  15.  et  al. — 

21  Seuverns  av.,  trees,  removal,  petition  a  667  ;  report  701 
Cross  street — 

Paving :  between  Haymarket   sq.   and    Hanover    St.,   order 
passed  a  254 
Crowley,  Dennis — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Crowley,  John— 

I  si.,  near  Sixth  st.  (ward  14),  stable,  petition  a  593;  leave  to 
withdraw  645 
Crowley,  Patrick — 

Alford  st.  (ward  4) ,  6table,  petition  a  422 ;  permit  487 
Culvert  street — 

Edgestoncs,  sidewalks  :  petition  a  511 ;  orders  passed  558 
Petition  to  put  in  order  from  Cabot  to  Trcmont  sts.,  a  616; 
order  passed  631 
Cumberland  street — 

Sewer:    report  and  order  for  hearing  a  488;    order  passed 
557 
Cummings,  Charles  B.,  trustee — 

17  Harvard  st.  (ward  22),  stable,  petition  a  511;  permit  557 
Harvard  St.,  sewer,  between  Washington  st.  and  Harrison  av., 
petition  a  881 ;  order  passed  889 
Cummings,  Prentiss,  councilman  (ward  10) — 
Elected  593 ;  qualified  594 

Appointed  :  committee  on  charges  against  city  treasurer  604; 
eulogy  on  President  Garfield  622 ;  ordinances  and  judiciary 
650;  Arnold  aboretum  €73 
Remarks ; 

City  Solicitor  703 
Salaries  of  city  officers  755 
-'Arnold  aboretum  794,  852 
Cunard  Steamship  Co. — 

Marginal  st.,  removal  of  over-head  bridge,  petition  a  803 
Cundy,  William  H.— 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  e  111,  a  116 
Crrsdy,  William  H.  et  al.— 

Warren  av.,  change  of  name,  protest  referred  c  18  a  22 
Cunnitt',  M.  M.— 

547-549  Harrison  av.,  removal  of  telegraph  pole,  petition  a  115 
Cunningham,  John  H. — 

Coach  between  Calvary  cemetery  and  Forest  Hills  cars  :  pe- 
tition in  favor  a  422 ;  license  refused  573 
Cunningham,  P.  A.  et  al. — 

Hyde  Park  av.,  grading,  etc.,  petition  a  390 
Cunningham,  Thomas — 

Appointed  field  driver  and  pound  keeper  a  255  c  257 
Curley,  Michael — 

Heath  place,  grade  damages,  petition  a  549 ;  leave  to  withdraw 
837 
Currier,  S.  Q. — 

Walnut  place   (ward   23),    edgestones,    sidewalks,    petition 
a  273 ;  order  passed  295 
Curry,  C.  E.— 

7  Mystic  street,  Charlestown,  removal  of  tree,  petition  c  328; 
report,  519 
Curtts,  Adoniram — 

Sprinkling  city  streets,  petition  a  132;  report  180 
Curtis,  Daniel  13. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Curtis,  George,  alderman — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  licenses  12;  steam-engines  12;  city 
hospital  12;  Mt.  Hope,  etc.  12;  overseers  of  poor  12;  sur 
vey  and  inspection  of  buildings  12;  Stony  brook  12,  30 
17th  June  101;  auditor's  estimates  117;  armories  178 
Marcelia-st.  Home  inquiry  179;  fourth  of  July  274 
commissions  293;  inspection  of  vinegar  575;  charges 
against  city  treasurer  611 ;  obsequies  of  President  Garfield 
621 ;  election  returns  843 
Remarks : 

Ice  in  South  Bay  channel  20 

The  Brooker  fund  23 

Committee  on  health  31 

Coasting  on  common  3S 

Contested  election  case  52,  71,  162 

Dinners  of  laborers  in  improved  sewerage  69 

School  expenses  91 

Homoeopathic  hospital  102 

Lamps,  visit  of  committee  to  other  cities  103 

Proposition  of  John  Reardon  118 

Petition  of  Benjamin  F.  Anthony  138 


Sale  of  fire-boat  139 

Charlestown  almshouse  140 

Ventilation  of  aldermanic  chamber  2.37,  256,  744,  805 

Salaries  of  city  officers,  247,  313,  362,  430,  491,  500,  582, 
609,  893 

Charlestown  bridge  254,  639,  698,  843 

Unpaid  wages  due  from  failed  contractors  273 

Fourth  of  July  274 

Proposed  abolition  of  commissions,  274,  289,  859 

Corliss  pumping-engine  controversy  297,  661,  695 

City  architect,  310 

Reservoir  building  and  new  court-house  316 

Decoration  day  336 

Seventeenth  of  June  celebration  340 

Trustee  of  city  hospital,  359 

Gold  and  Stock  Telegraph  Co.  360 

Improvement  of  Heath  street  373 

Egleston-square  school-house  377 

Telephone  poles  in  Dorchester  405 

Old  state  house  406,  423,  453,  470,  580,  585,  631,  813 

Pay  of  ferry  employes  451,  841 

Extension  of  Harrison  avenue  456 

Auditor's  bond  471 

Liverpool-street  tracks  485 

Police  protection  of  common  488 

Public  parks  4S9,  710,  766 

Impurities  in  water  supply  516,  550 

Helmets  for  policemen  516 

Pay  of  laborers  553,  614 

Storage  basin  No.  4,  556 

Dover-street  crossing  573 

Telephone  locations  575 

Assistant  harbor-master  580 

Charges  against  city  treasurer  611 

Constables'  bonds  645 

Steady  work  and  full  time  for  laborers  653 

City  Solicitor  679 

Extension  of  D  st.  696 

Proposed  6ewer  commission  735 

Dillaway  school  745 

Improved  sewerage  contracts  777 

Additional  water  supply,  $55,000  balance  780 

Public  library  784 

Evening  high  school  785 

Muddy-river  improvement  809 

Building  permits  697 

Inspection  of  theatres  855 

Election  returns  S63,  892 

Extra  high-service  water  supply  882 

Underground  wires  8S9,  914 

Closing  proceedings  918 
Curtis,  Henry  C.  et  al. — 

Savin  street,  edgestone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  334;  order  passed, 

394 
Curtis,  Nelson— 

107  Pynchon  St.,  removal  of  telegraph  pole,  petitions  a  115 
Heath  st. ,  between  Heath  place  and  Parker  St.,  sewer,  petition 

a  589 
Curve  street  (ward  12) — 

Stable;  comer  Broadway  extension,  petition  a  273;  examina- 
tion by  fire  commissioners  359,378;  report  359;  remon- 
strance 378;  recommittal,  378;  permit  592 
Proposed  widening,   order  requesting  plans    and  estimates 

c  389,  a  390;  report  c  545,  a  555;  order  tu  widen  referred  c 

665;  report,  assigned  c  672;  referred  to  next  city  gov- 
ernment c  908,  a  912 
Revised  grade:  between  Harrison  av.  and  Hudson  st.  a  376, 

519 
Petition  for  moderate  grade  a  413 
Compensation  for  land  taken,  petition  a  483 
Cushing  &  Bail  et  al. — 

First  St.,  at  C  St.,  crossing,  order  passed  a  295 
Cushing,  Benjamin — 

Iron  pipe  to   corner    of  Cedar  and  Highland  sts.,  petition 

a  229 
Cushing,  George  S. — 

Essex  and    Lincoln    sts.,    widening,    $5740  damages,  order 

passed  a  518 
Cushing,  H.  B.— 

170  Newbury  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  549;  order  passed   574 
Cushing,  James — 

12  Highland  av.,  sidewalk,  order  passed  a  485 
Cushing,  Laban  F. — 

Parkman  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  511;  order  passed  558 
Custer  street  (Jamaica Plain)  — 

Sewer :  petition  a  334 ;  report  and  order  notice  356 ;  hearing 

369 ;  order  passed  412 ;  report  of  cost  referred  837 
Cutler,  William  J.— 

Island  st.  (ward 20),  stable,  petition  a  273;  permit294 
Cutter,  Dexter  J.— 

Commercial,   near    South    St.,  wooden  buildings,  erection, 

petition  c  227 ;  permit  a  255,  c  257 
Commercial  and  Preston  sts.  (ward  24),  crosswalks,  petition 

a  422;  report  455 
South  St.,  near  Commercial  St.,  stable,  petition  a  483;  permit 

557 
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Cutter,  Frederic  It.— 

Cambridge  st.  (ward  4),  rear  of  and  near  B.  &  M.  K.R.,  erec- 
tion of  wooden  building,  petition  c  420 ;  report  c  561,  078 ; 
order  ruled  out  c  598 
Cutter,  Leonard  R. — 

Appointed  member  of  water  board  a  209,  c  217,  243 
Cutter,  Leonard  K.  e t  al. — 

Wall  St.,  petilion  to  put  iu  order  a  549 

D  street  — 

Extension  :  request  of  street  commissioners  referred  c  87  ;  re- 
port c  99;  assigned  c  112;  accepted,  referred  to  finance 
committee  c  128,  a  132  ;  report  accepted  c  149,  a  159 ;  con- 
tract with  O.  C.  and  N.  R.  Co.  authorized  a  255,  c  257 ;  re- 
port, substitute  order  assigned  c  672 ;  orders  passed  c  687, 
a  696 
Sewer  :  petition  a  193 
Dacy,  George  A.  et  al.  — 

Crawford  St.  (ward  21),  sewer,  petilion  a  589 
Daggett.  II.  L.— 

Newbury  st.,  near  Hereford  st.    (ward   11),  stable,   petition 
a  639 ;  permit  658 
Daggett,  Nathaniel  B. — 

Essex  st..  extension,  $10,600  damages,  order  passed  a  294 
Daily,  Edward  B.  — 

Nominated  and  elected  second  assistant  assessor  c  144,  172, 
a  179 
Dale,  John  1'.  ft  at.— 

"Washington  st.  between  Dale  st.  and  Eglestou  sq.,  sidewalk, 
petition  a  247 ;  order  passed  376 
Dallinger,  Frank  W.  — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Dalton  street  — 

Sewer :  report  of  cost  referred  a  52 
Abatement  of  assessment  a  210 
Daly,  David— 

159  Havre  St.,  sidewalk,  order  pasBed  a  395 
Daly,  James  F.,  councilman  (ward  6)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  city  registrar's  department  27 
RemarkH : 

Pay  of  laborers  264 
Pension  to  officer  Wasgatt  387 
Salaries  of  city  officers  601 
Daly,  John  E.— 

236  West  Third  st.,  sidewalks,  order  passed  a  276 
Daly,  Martha  M.— 

Berkeley  st.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  422 
Daly,  Thomas  II. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Daly,  William  J.— 

Compensation  for  injuries,  order  referred  c  801,  848,  910,  a 
913 
Dam,  AlvahM.,  M.D.— 

22  Chester  sq.,  lying-in  hospital,  petition  a  68;   withdrawal 

100 

23  Indiana  place,  lying-in  hospital,  petition  a  100;  leave  to 

withdraw  120 
Damon's  wharf  (ward  5) — 

Wooden  building:  petition  a  273;  permit  a  314,  c  322 
Damrell,  John  E.  S.— 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Dana,  George  N.  — 

316  Beacon  st.  (ward  10),  stable,  petition  a  639;  permit  658 

316  Beacon  -t.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  803;  order  passed  837 
Dana,  ().  D.— 

Broadway,  edgestone  and  sidewalk  abatement  a  83 
Dana,  Otis  I).,  councilman  (ward  14) — 

Oaths  of  office  1 

Elected  :  committee  on  finance  10 

Appointed:    committee   on   treasury   department   27;    com 
missions  301 ;  bonds  city  officers  430 

Remarks : 

City  treasurer  322 
City  Point  park  867 
Dana,  Otis  D.  et  at.— 

Second  St.,  between  P  and  Qsts.,  grading,  etc.,  petition  a  309; 
order  passed  394 
Daua  place — 

Lamps:  petition  a  690;  report  890 
Dana  street  (8.  B.)  — 

Sewer  :  petition  a  608 
Dane  (J.  F.  ,  Grinnell  &  Co.  et  al.— 

Lincoln  st.,  from  Church  green  to  Essex  St.,  paving,  petition 

Danforth  street  (W.  R.)— 

Sewer:  petition  a  593;  report  and  order  notice  681;  hearing 
090 ;  order  passed  775 ;  report  of  cost  referred  855 

Grading:  petition  a  62:j 
Danvers  Savings  Bank — 

Zi  and  40  Clarence  st.,  edgestone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  309; 
order  passed  342 
D'Arcy  &  Atwood — 

Sprinkling  streets  in  East  Boston,  petition  a  100;  report  180 
Darling,  Hinds  R. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 


Darling  &  Stehbins  et  al. — 

Fuel  contract,  petition   for  hearing  a  390;    report,  leave  to 
withdraw  a  412,  e  414,  438 
Darrigan,  Bridget — 

Fuller  st.  (ward  24),  stable  :  petilion  a  229;  permit  275 
Dartmouth  street  — 

Tracks:  Tremont  st.  to  Marlborough  st.,  report  and  order 

notice  a  83;  hearing  116;  order  passed  142 
Land   front  of  Art   museum,    laying  out  as  public   park  — 

sec  Parks 
Gutters  :  order  passed  a  426 
Crosswalk:  No.  317,  petition  a  549 
Bridge :  repairs  a  558 

Crossing:  at  Hotel  Vendome,  petition  a  593;  report  631 
Sidewalk :  corner  Warren  av.,  petition  a  593 ;   order  passed 

631 
Public  library  site  :  rights  in  passageway,  order  passed  a  783, 

c  792 
Underground  telegraph  and   telephone  wires  :    permit  a  888, 
913 
Davidson,  Charles  E.  et  al. — 

Hadley  st.  (Charlestown),  sidewalk,  petition  a  390 
Davidson,  J.  B.  et  al. — 

Parker  St.,  sewer  abatement,  petition  a  449;  leave  to  with, 
draw  488 
Davis,  Alexander  M. — 

Williams  st.  (ward  23),  stable,  petition  a  334;  permit  358 
Davis,  Charles  — 

Dearborn  St.,  widening,  $614  damages  a  84,  255 
Dearborn,  Albany  and  Mall  sts.,  sidewalk  abatement,  order 
passed  a  617 
Davis,  Henry  A. — 

Appointed  superintendent  north  scales  a  115 
Davis,  Horatio — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Davis,  James  M. — 

Appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  255,  c  257 
Davis  Luther — 

Appointed  constable  a  S81 
Davis,  Maria  H. — 

Enfield  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  412 

Enfield  st.,  edgestones,  petition  a  589 ;  order  passed  a  617 
Davis,  Thomas  W. — 

Nominated  and  elected  city  surveyor  a  70,  c  74 
Davis,  William  F. — 

Nominated  and  elected  water  registrar  a  70,  c  74 
Davis,  W.  H.— 

Nelson  and  Evans  sts.,  lamps,  report  a  890,  915 
Day,  John  W. — 

Delle  av.,  sewer,  petition  a  309 ;  report  and  order  notice  341 ; 
hearing  352 ;  order  passed  376 
Dcacy,  Ellen  D.— 

94  Dover  St.,   edgestone   and  sidewalk  abatement,  petition 
a  193 
Dean,  Benjamin  et  al. — 

P  St.,  between  First  and  Fourth  sts.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  89 
Dean,  Charles — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Dean,  Charles  A. — 

16  and  18  Wilmont  6t.,  and  corner  Wilmont  and  Elmore  sts., 
sidewalks,  edgestones,  petition  a  309;  order  passed  342 
Dean,  Charles  A.  et  al. — 

Walnut  av.,  between  Elmore  and  Dale  sts.,  sewer,  petition 
a  159;   report  and  order  notice  356;   hearing  369;  order 
passed  48S 
Dean,  Charles  H.  et  al. — 

Elmore  St.,  lamps,  petition  a  468 ;  report  890 
Dean,  George  H. — 

Chapman  St.,  between  Village  and  Albion  sts.   (ward  16), 
stable;  petition  a  273 
Dean,  Minnie  P. — 

209  Walnut  av.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  468;  order  passed  485 
Dearborn,  Albion  P. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Dearborn,  Charles  E. — 

Linden  St.,  edgestones,  sidewalks,  petition  a  568 
Dearborn  street — 

Widening  :  damages  a  84,  255 

Druggist's  mortar:  corner  Eustis  st.,  petition  a  549;  permit 

573 
Sidewalk  abatement:  order  passed  a  617 
Decatur  street  (ward  3)  — 

Stable  :  No.  98,  petition  a  039  ;  permit  668 
Wooden     building:    addition,   corner    Border    St.,  petition 
a  733 ;  leave  to  withdraw  a  775,  c  792 
Decher,  Conrad — 

Marginal  St.,  near  Jeffries  St.,  wooden  building,  petition  a  12, 
c  16;  permit  a  84,  c  86 
Stable:  petition  a  12;  permit  a  34 
Decker,  N.  0. — 

37  Ellery  St.,  grade  damages,  petition  a  404;  leave  to  with- 
draw 837 
Decoration  Day — 

Post  26  G.A.R.,  invitation  accepted  a  33;  laid  on  table  c  43; 

assigned  e  67 
$200  to  each  Post  G.A.R.  c  43,  58,  a  68,  c  228,  a  229 
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Suffolk   Co.  Association,  O.A.R.,  invitation  to  services  ac- 
cepted a  83,  c  80,  111 ;  invitation  to  parade  accepted  a  94, 
e  95,  111,  191 
Post  92,  invitation  a  288,  0  278 

Holiday  lor  city  employes,  order  referred  806;  report,  opinion 
of  corporation  counsel,  order  passed  c  329;  rejected  a  335 
Market  nouses  closed  a  341 
Dedham,  town  ot" — 

Boundary  lines  a  255 
Deering,  Samuel — 

Appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  255,  e  257 
Delano,  dames  II. — 

101  and  103  Bunker  Hill  st.  (ward  3),  stable,  petition  a  229; 
permit  340 
Dolaney,  James  II. — 

155* Chelsea  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  5S9;  order  passed  617 
Delle  avenuo — 

Sewer:  petition  a  309;  report  and  order  notice  341;  hearing 

352;  order  passed  376;  report  of  cost  referred  855 
Edgestones:  petition  a  608;  order  passed  631 
Sidewalks  :  corner  Burney  St.,  petition  a  677 ;  order  passed  701 
Lamps  :  petition  a  690 ;  report  S90 
Edgestones,  sidewalks :  No.  6,  petition  a  763 
Delong,  Edwin  R.  et  al. — 

Welles  av.,  grading,  petition  a  352 
Demerritt,  John — 

West  Brookline  St.,  corner  Washington,  change  of  conditions 
in  deed,  a  342,  c  343 
Dcnney,  Thomas  J.,  councilman  (ward  12)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on  elections  7;  Mt.  Hope  and  Cedar 
Grove  cemeteries  27;  improved  sewerage  27 ;  teller  689 
Dennis  street — 

Sidewalks:  No.  72,  petition  a  247;  order  passed  276 
No.  76,  petition  a  309;  order  passed  342 
Dennis,  William  H. — 

Appointed  asssistant  sup't  of  Warren  bridge  a  7S6 
Denon,  Patrick  M. — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  e  172,  a  179,  c  182,  a  195, 
cl98 
Derby,  Isaac  W. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Derne  street — 

Closure  of  sidewalk,  order  passed  a  587 
Devereux,  John  N. — 

Deceased,  balance  of  salary  paid  to  widow  a  94,  c  95 
Devine,  James  V. — 

Court  rear  118  Foundry  St.,  lamp,  petition  a  32;  report  890 
Devine,  John  et  al. — 

Tremont  St.,  corner  Downer  St.,  sewer,  petition  a  193;  report 
and  order  notice  210;  hearing  229 
Devine,  Margaret  etal. — ■ 

Foundry  av.  (ward  13),  lamp,  petition  a  229;  report  890 
Devine,  Mary — 

2  C  St.,   edgestone,   sidewalk,  petition  a  549;  order  passed 
574 
Devlin,  Patrick — 

Webster  St.,  damage  to  estate,  petition  a  803;  order  referred 
c910,  a  913 
Devlin,  Thomas  H.,  councilman  (ward  13)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:    committee  on  claims  27;    common  27;   fourth 

July  259 ;  commissions  301 
Elected  :  director  for  public  institutions  a  33,  c  44 
Remarks  : 

Joint  rules  and  orders  5 

Invitation  to  public  meeting  relating  to  Irish  affairs  76 
Decoration  day  86 
Appropriation  bill  190 
Charlcstown  almshouse  191,  199 
Summer  concerts  192,  510,  559,  577 
Pay  of  laborers  265 
Holiday  on  Decoration  day  306 
Removal  offences  from  public  squares  308,  325 
Vacation  for  mechanics,  laborers,  etc.,  330 
Investigation  of  police  commissioners  332 
Pension  to  officer  Wasgatt  3S8 
Care  of  plants  in  winter  505 
Police  helmets  521 
Salaries  of  city  officers  523,  601,  756 
Petition  of  Z.  H.  Tobey  545 
Inspection  of  provisions  578 
Vaccine  virus  594 
Washington  park  637 

Visit  to  inspect  Corliss  pumping-engines  648 
Steady  work  and  full  time  for  laborers  650 
Water  supply,  $55,000  balance  of  appropriation  749 
Cleansing  Sudhury-river  basins  761 
Arnold  arboretum  793,  852 
Public  parks  829 
Devon  street — 

Sewers  :  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 
Abatement  and  assessment  a  473 
Devonshire  street — 

Steam  boiler :  No.  64,  petition  a  390 ;  permit  404 
Paving :  petition  a  763 


Dexter,  S.  P.  etal.— 

Hancock  6t.,  sewer  (Dorchester),  extension,  petition  a  68 
Dickerman,  B. — 

114-120  Purchase  St.,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice 
a  14 ;  hearing  52 ;  permit  70 
Dickerman,  S.  N.  et  al. — 

Cambridge  St.,  at  Mechanic  St.,  Brighton,  crosswalk,  petition 
a  404 
Dickey,  Willard  E.— 

Brighton  poor  farm,  cancellation  of  lease,  order  passed  c  384, 
"a  390 
Dickson,  Alexander,  heirs  of— 

Green  st.   (ward  23),   crosswalk  at  Warren  so..,  report  a 
426 
Diekson,  Joseph — 

155  Rutherford  av.,  edgestone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  229;  order 

passed  254 
Rutherford  av.,  near  Miller  st.  (ward  5),  extension  of  wooden 

buildings,  petition  a  247 ;  permit  a  314,  c  322 
Corner  Miller  st.  and  Rutherford  av.,  shed,  petition  a  697 
Dill,  Catherine  B  — 

Mt.  Vernon  St.,  edgestones,  abatement  a  S3 
Dinan,  Margaret— 

Marlborough  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  32,  c  43 
Dingley,  Emma  F.— 

Pembroke  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  210 
Dinsmore,  Thomas — 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  half  interest  in  lease  of  cellar 
No.  1,  report  a  631 
Ditsou,  Oliver  et  al. — 

Metropolitan  R.R.  cars  from  Upbam's  corner  to  Geneva  av. 
and  Temple  pi.,  rails  on  Bowdoin  st.,  etc.,  petition  a 
.836 
Dix  street  (Dorchester)  — 

Sewer :  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 
Extension :  damages  a  120 
Dixey,  Richard  T. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  568 
Doane  street — 

Paving :  order  passed  a  455 
Dock  square — 

Cellar- way :  at  No.  7,  petition  a  132 ;  permit  170 
Electric  lights,  Nos.  29  and  30,  permit  a  659 
Docker,  Grundy  &  Co. — 

38  Chardon  St.,  metal  furnaces,  petition  a  32 ;  permit  66 
Dodge,  Frederick  L.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Dogs — see  Police 

Doberty,  Cornelius  F.,  councilman  (ward  2)  — 
Report  of  election  a  30 
Oaths  of  office  43 

Appointed  :  committee  on  fourth  July  259 
Remarks : 

Summer  concerts  158 
Nuisance  in  East  Boston  351 
Brighton  poor  farm  384 
Salaries  of  city  officers  535 
Orleans-st.  nuisance  637 
Doberty,  Cornelius  F. — 

Appointed  undertaker  a  132 
Doherty,  C.  F.  et  al.— 

Porter  6t.  (E.  B-),  paving,  petition  a  639 
Doherty,  James  J.  et  al. — 

Chelsea  St.,  defective  drainage,  petition  a  639 
Doberty,  John  F. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Doherty,  John,  councilman  (ward  7)— 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:    committee  on  common  27;   harbor  27;    health 

27 ;  public  lands  27 ;  fourth  July  259 
Remarks : 

Pubhcation  of  names  of  jurors  28,  67 
Grand  Junction  wharves  240 
Pay  of  laborers  263,  2S3,  284,  305 
Fourth  of  July  278 
Transfer  of  Engine  12,  etc.  281 
Commonwealth-av.  fences  287 
Prince  school-house  yard  287 
Doherty,  Mary — 

5  Chambers  st.  (Charlcstown),  lantern,  permit  a  197,  211 
Doherty,  Michael — 

Snow-Hill  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  c  S7 
Doherty,  Michael  et  al. — 

28  Union  park,  hospital,  remonstrance  a  68;  prohibited  210 
Dolau,  William — 

Nominated   and  elected   inspector-in-chief  of  lighters  a  ISO, 
cl82 
Donahoe,  Richard — 

Grant  pi.  and  Upton  lane  (ward  25),  stable,  petition  a  549; 
permit  572 
Donaldson,  William — 

Warren  St.,   between  Clifford  and   Woodbine    sts.,  sewer, 
petition  a  334;  report  and  order  notice  341;  hearing  352; 
order  passed  376 
Donnelley,  Ellen — 

6  Delle  av.,  edgestone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  763 
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Donnelly,  Sarah  it  al. — 

Union  av.  (Jamaica  Plain) , abatement  of  edgestone  assess- 
ment, petition  a  115;  order  passed  142 
Donnevan,  Michael — 

Middle  st.  (ward  15),  stable,  petition  a  422;  permit  487 
Doogue,  William — 

Nominated  and  elected  superintendent  of  common  and  public 
grounds  a  70,  c  74 
Dooley,  Bridget — 

7  Fellows  pi.  (ward  20),  stable,  petition  a  159;  permit  211 
Dooley,  B. — 

68  and  97  Smith  St.,  edgestone,  sidewalks,  petition  a  193; 
order  passed  631 
Dorchester  avenue — 

Repairing:    from    Old    Colony  railroad   to    Dorchester  St., 

petition  a  89 
Petition  lo  put  in  order  between  Savin  Hill  av.  and  Field's 

corner  a  132 
Sprinkling:  petition  a  132 :  order  passed  212 

From  S.B.  line  to  Fields  corner,  order  passed  a  341 
Between  Broadway  and  Eighth  st.,  order  passed  a  486 
Crosswalks  :  opposite  Creek  St.,  petition  a  178 

At  Van  Winkle  st.,  petition  a  667;  report  701 
Lime-kiln  :  enclosure,  order  paesed  c  269,  a  273 
Telegraph  pole :  No  556,  petition  a  229 

No.  W3\,  damages,  petition  a  404 
Stable- :  No.  li.jG,  petition  a  273;  leave  to  withdraw  721 
Rear  Dorchester  Gas  Co.,  petition  a  5S0;  permit  592 
Near  Commerce  st.,  petition  a  593;  permit  668 
Near  Centre  st.,  petition  a  652;  permit  668 
No.  101,  leave  to  withdraw  a  721 
l'aving:  between  Old  Colony  railroad  and  Swett  St.,  order 

1  a  295 
Sewer:  between  Park  and  Gibson  sts.,  petition  a  309;  report 
and  order  notice  341 ;  hearing  352 ;  order  passed  376 
Between  Centre  st.  and  Centre  av.,   order  for  hearing 

a  376;  hearing  390;  order  passed  455 
Report  of  cost  referred  a  837 
Iron  pipe:  from  Dove  st.,  petition  a  309;  permit  341 
Old  Colony  Railroad  station,  petition,  order  passed  a  334 
Sidewalks  :  No.  532,  petition  a  408 ;  order  passed  485 
Petition  a  549 ;  order  passed  574 
No.  545-7,  petition  a  589 
No.  525,  petition  a  652 
Wooden  addition  to  building:  Nos.  18,  20,  and  22,  petition 

a  511 ;  report  c  561,  578;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
Wooden  building.- : 

Erection  near  Blake  st.,  petition  a  623 
Movement  from  Middle  st.,  petition  a  607;  permit  701 
Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires,  permit  a  888, 
918 
Dorchester  Land  Co. — 

liowdoin  St.,  edgestone  assessment  a  83 
Dorchester  street — 

Steam-engine  :  No.  291,  petition  and  order  notice  a309;  hear- 
ing 369 ;  permit  394 
Sprinkling :  near  Dorchester  av.,  petition  a  404;  order  passed 

4S5 
Bridge  :  repairs  a  558 
Dorr  street — 

Crosswalks :  petition  a  568 

Steam-engine  and  boiler:  near  Ames  St.,  hearing  a  733;  per- 
mit 777 
Dorr  street  (ward  15) — 

Wooden  building :  near  Earl  6t.,  petition  a  193;  permit  255,  c  257 
Doughty,  Royal  W. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Douglas  street  (ward  14) — 

Stable  :  corner  North  st.,  petition  a  549;  permit  587 
Douglass,  Alexander- 
Appointed  public  weigher  a  100 
Dove,  John- 
Appointed  fence  viewer  a  255,  c  257 
Dove  street — 

Edgeetone  abatement  :  at  No.  20,  petition  a  209 
Sidewalk  abatement :  petition  a  229 

Dover  street — 

Edgestones  :  abatement  a  94 

Edgeetone  and  sidewalk  :  at  No.  94,  abatement,  petition  a  193 

Railroad  crossing:  order  passed  to  enforce  law  a  573;  referred 

c  577 ;  report  e  6U7,  a  608 
Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires,  permit  a  888, 

Bia 

Dow,  J.  E.— 

Junction  of  Beacon  st.  and  Brighton  av.,  steam-engine,  peti- 
tion and  order  notice  a  517;  hearing  549;  permit  574 
Dow,  Mo-t-.-  A.  ti  "/. — 

(.'locks  in  Cbarlestown  district,  petition  a  652 
Dowd,  P.  A.— 

a  bridge,  telegraph  pole,  petition  a  468;  orders  passed 
517.  .',72 
Downer,  Samuel  el  al. — 

Pleasant   st.   (ward  24),   sprinkling,  petition   a  178;    order 

passed  234 
Creek  st.,  plank  walks,  petition  a  178 
Dorchester  av.,  opposite  Creek  St.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  178 


Downer  avenue — 

Sewer  :  report  of  cost  referred  a  33 ;  hearing  a  178,  209 
Downer  street — 

Sewer  :  report  of  cost  referred  a  33 
Abatements  a  473,  889 
Draper,  Charles  E. — 

Reed's  court,  sewer  abatement  a  180 
Draper  court- 
Sewer :  report  and  order  notice  a  170,  197;  order  passed  210; 
Draper,  H.  T. — 

Maple  st.  (W.R.),  damages  to  vehicle,  petition  a  309;  leave 
to  withdraw  a  356,  c  364 
Draper  street  (Dorchester) — 

Grading:  between  Arcadia  and  Robinson  sts.,  order  passed 
a  341 
Drew,  Alvin  S. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Drew,  George  G. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Drew,  Hannah  H. — 

Huntington  av.  extension  to  Parker  6t.,  $6,011.40  damages, 
order  passed  a  808 
Drew,  Joseph  L. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  111,  a  116 
Driscol,  James  D. — 

195  Walnut  av.  (ward  21),  stable,  petition  a  20;  permit  70 

197  and  201  Walnut  av.,  sewer,  petition  a  132 
Driscoll,  Daniel  F.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Driscoll,  John  J.,  heirs  of — 

137  Tudor  St.,  sidewalk  abatement  a  197 
Drivers'  Union  Ice  Co. — 

202  Rutherford  av.,  wooden  building,  permit  a  255,  c  257 
Drury,  Constant  F. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  111,  a  116 
Drury  place — ■ 

Change  of  name,  petition  a  334 
Duane,  John  H. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  111,  a  116 
Duclos,  E.  J.— 

Appointed  weigher  of  coal  and  measurer  of  wood  and  bark 
a  209 
Duddy,  John  A. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Dudley,  Hannah  H  at. — 

Closing  channel  of  Stony  brook  a  108,  c  817,  846 
Dudley,  Henry- 
Green    St.,    corner    Elm  st.    (ward    23),   wooden    building, 
petition  a  193;  permit  255,  c  257 

Elm  St.,  near  Green  st.  (ward  23),  wooden  addition  to  build- 
ing, petition  a  709;  report  and  order  a  862,  c  865,  911,  a  912 
Dudley,  Levi  P. — 

Appointed  supt.  of  hay-scales  at  Roslindale  a  549 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  568 
Dudley,  Mary — 

9  Kendall  St.,  lying-in  hospital,  petition  a  32 ;  permit  69 

1  Northampton  pi.,  lying-in  hospital,  petition  a  623;  referred 
658;  license  668 
Dudley,  Otis  B.,  councilman  (ward  4)  — 

Oaths  of  office  1 

Elected  :  committee  on  accounts  10 

Appointed:    committee  on  East   Boston  ferries  27;    public 
library  27 ;  seventeenth  June  96 
Dudley,  Robert — 

Rutherford  av.,  near  Miller  st.  (ward  5),  stable,  petition  a  831; 
permit  916 
Dudley  street — 

Sprinkling:  from  Brook  av.  to  Blue  Hill  av.,  petition  a  209; 
order  passed  234 
Petition  a  229 ;  order  passed  254 

Crosswalks  :  between  Howard  av.  and  Blue  Hill  av.,  petition 
a  369 ;  order  passed  519 

Paving :  from  Warren  to  Washington  sts.,  petition  a  369 

Widening:  damages  a  518 

Bidet*  alks  :  petition  a  690 ;  order  passed  721 
No.  526,  petition  a  709 
No.  291,  order  passed  721 
Duffy,  Robert— 

Pynehon  st.  corner  New  Heath  St.,   steam-engine,   petition 
and  order  notice  a  373 ;  hearing  422 ;  permit  452 
Dugan,  James  H. — 

Return  of  money  paid  for  license,  petition  c  848 
Duggan,  John  A. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Dunbar,  Alfred— 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  stall  No.  16,  a  276 
Duncklee,  Joshua  S. — 

Nominated  and  elected  assessor  of  taxes  a  70,  c  74 
Dundon,  Michael — 

Medford   st.   (Charlestown),  steam-engine  on  Keycs  wharf, 
petition  and  order  notice  a  U43;  hearing  077;  permit  701 
Dunn,  Hugh — 

Appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  255,  c  257 
Dunn,  Patrick — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 

Appointed  inspector  and  weigher  of  bundle  hay  a  193 


XXVI 


INDEX    TO    PROCEEDINGS    OF    CITY    COUNCIL. 


Dunstable  street— 

Extension  :  damages  a  S62,  S63 
Duvgiu,  Samuel  II. — 

Appointed  member  of  board  of  health  a  247,  c  259 
Durham  street— 

Grading,  etc. :  petition  a  733;  order  passed  837 
Dwight,  B.  P.  et  al.— 

4  Park  st.,  removal  of  tree,  petition  a  289 ;  report  376 
Dwight,  Edmund — 

191  Marlborough  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  SOS;  order  passed  837 
Dwyer,  Michael- 
Lee  st.,  sewer,  §17.46  abatement,  order  passed  a  645 
Dyer,  William  II.— 

Monaduock  st.  (ward  20),  stable,  petition  a  32;  permit  56 

Eagle  street— 

Edgestones:  petition  a  652 

Grading,  etc. :  between  Meridian  and  Border  sts.,  petition  a  763 
Eames,  Charles  E. — 

396  Hanover  St.,  druggist's  mortar,  petition  a  783;  permit  789 
Eames,  J.  M.  &  H.  B.— 

Release  of  land  in  Ashland,  order  passed  a  668,  e  671 
Earl,  Amy  A.— 

Commercial  St.,  widening,  $100  damages,  order  passed  a  837 
Earl  street  (ward  15)  — 

Stable  :  leave  to  withdraw  a  721 
Limps  :  report  a  890 
Earle,  Amery  A. — 

Commercial  st.,  sewer  abatement  a  790 
East  Chester  park — 

Extension  to  Five  corners  (Dorchester),  damages  a  71 
Stone  piers  :  under  bridge  ofN.Y.  &  N.E.  R.R.,  order  passed 

a  234 
Grading  :  to  Five  Corners  (Dorchester),  order  passed  a  234 
Land  for  enlargement  of  city  hospital,  order  to  purchase  re- 
ferred c  665 
Expediency  of  removing  iron  fence,  order  referred  a  700, 

c703 
Fences  from  Swett  st.  to  Boston  St.,  plank  walk,  order  passed 
a  722 
East  Dedham  street — 

Sidewalk :  No.  122,  petition  a  593 
Steam  boiler:  corner  Albany  St.,  permit  a  916 
East  Eagle  street — 

Wooden  building:   movement  from  147  White   St.,  petition 
a  209 ;  permit  234 
East  Eighth  street- 
Temporary  occupation  near  G  St.,  permit  a  24 
Sidewalks  :  No.  312,  abatement  a  71 

Nos.  504-596,  abatement  and  assessment  a  83 
Corner  Knowlton  St.,  abatement  and  assessment  a  94 
Between  H  and  I  sts.,  petition  a  352 ;  order  passed  376 
Stable  :  between  Nos.  207  and  273,  replacing,  petition  a  229 
Edgestones,  sidewalks  :  between  M  and  N  sts.,  petition  a  483 
East  Fifth  street — 

Claims :  personal  injuries  a  132,  313,  e  322 

Steam-engine:    at  No    802,  petition  and  order  notice  a  195; 

hearing  247 ;  permit  277 
Sidewalks  :  No.  561,  petition  a  209 ;  order  passed  234= 
No.  848,  petition  a  247;  order  passed  276 
No.  551,  petition  a  309 ;  order  passed  342 
East  First  street  (ward  14)  — 

Wooden  building:  movement  to  P  St.,  near  East  Third  St., 

petition  a  100;  permit  142 
Wooden  buildings,  near  H  St.,  permit  a  255,  c  257 
Near  L  St.,  petition  a  289 ;  permit  a  314,  c  322 
East  Fourth  street — 

Sidewalks  :  No.  626,  petition  a  468 ;  order  passed  485 
No.  630-632,  petition  a  608 
No.  619,  petition  a  639 
East  Lenox  street — 

Lamps:  petition  a 247 

Edgestones  :  petition  a  733 ;  order  passed  775 
East  Newton  street — 

Fire   department  repair  shop  :  report  c  131 ;    remonstrance 
referred  a  132;    indefinite  postponement  a  213;   report 
a  230,  c  238 
Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires  :  permit  a  888,  913 
East  Ninth  street- 
Grading,  edgestones,  sidewalks  :  petition  a  468 
East  Second  street — 

Wooden  building :  erection  at  No.  520,  petition  c  192 ;  permit 

a  255,  c  257 
Sidewalks  :  No.  443,  petition  a  369;  order  passed  395 
East  Seventh  street — 

Edgestones,  sidewalks  :   Nos.  711-713,  petition  a  229 ;   order 
passed  254 
Nos.  707-709,  petition  a  352;  order  passed  376 
Movement  of  wooden  building:  to  O  St.,  near  P  St.,  permit 

a  276 
Sidewalks  :  No.  656,  petition  a  667 
East  Sixth  street — 

Stable:  rear  No.  562;  petition  a  483;  permit  557 
Wooden  buildings:    movement  from   Gates  St.,   near  East 
Eighth  St.,  petition  a  549;  permit  574 
Near  N  St.,  erection,  petition  a  608 


East  Springfield  street- 
Telephone  posts:  petition  a  334;  remonstrance  referred  a  395 
Laud  for  enlargement  of  city  hospital,  order  referred  c  665 
East  street — 

Paving :  petition  a  549 
East  Third  street — 

Edgestones,  sidewalk:  No.  S03,  petition  a  549;  order  passed 
574 
Easterbrook,  Samuel  H. — 

Appointed  constable  a  763 
Eastern  Junction,  Broad  Sound  Pier,  and  Point  Shirley  Railroad 
Co- 
Land  for  road  bed,  petition  a  51 ;    report,  orders  passed  a 
197,  209,  c21S,  a  811,  c  818 
Eastern  Railroad  Co. — 

Orleans  St.,  rear  Everett  st.  (ward  2),  wooden  addition  to 

building,  petition  a  289 ;  permit  314,  c  322 
Marginal  st.,  near  Orleans  St.,  ward  2,  and  Rutherford  av. 
opposite    Winchester    St.,   ward    5,   wooden    buildings, 
erection,  petition  a  589 
Causeway  St.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  593;  report  631 
Prison  point  fiats — see  Health 
Marginal  St.,  rear,  near  Orleans  st.  (ward 2),  wooden  addition 

to  building,  petition  a  783 
Rutherford  av.,  opposite   Winchester  st.    (ward  5),  wooden 

building,  erection,  petition  a  803 
Austin  st.  (Oharlestown)  relocation  of  tracks,  petition  a  836; 
report,  order  passed  864 
Eastman,  Edmund  T. — 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Eaton,  Jasper  H. — 

Appointed  inspector  of  bundle  hay  a  115 
Eaton,  Joseph  H. — 

Appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  193 
Eaton,  William  T.— 

M  st  ,  between  Second  and  Third  sts.,  sewer,  petition  a  803 
Ebert,  Leonard— 

155  Havre  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  511;  order  passed  558 
Eddy,  Darius — 

Release  and  modification  of  conditions  in  deed  a  342,  c  343 
Parkman  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  422;  order  passed  456 
Eddy,  Lewis — 

Parkman  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  422;  order  passed  456 
Eddy,  Rebecca — 

Parkman  6t.,  edgestones,  petition  a  422 ;  order  passed  456 
Eddy,  Robert  H.— 

Harrison  av.,  extension  to  Bedford  St.,  $S,600  damages,  order 
passed  a  591 
Eddy,  Sherman  &  Co. — 

31-33  South  St.,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice  a  69; 
hearing  100 ;  permit  120 
Eddy,  Sherman  &  Co.  et  al. — 

South  St.,  petition  to  put  in  order  a  159 
Eddy,  Otis,  councilman  (ward  24)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  printing  27 ;  fourth  July  259 
Edinboro'  street — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries,  petition  a  20,  c  25 
Edgerly,  James  W. — 

16  and  18  I  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  709 
Edgerly,  Sophronia — 

409-415  West  Third  St.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  763 
Edmuuds,  Coulson  &  Co. — 

River  St.,  near  Cedar  st.  (ward  24),  wooden  addition  to  build- 
ing, petition  a  763,  855 
Edwards,  F.  D.— 

Bremen  St.,  corner  Putnam  st.   (ward  1),  wooden  buildings, 
erection,  petition  a  69S,  leave  to  withdraw  c  637,  a  643 
Edwards,  Jacob  et  al. — 

Virginia  St.,  grading,  etc.,  petition  a  652 
Virginia  St.,  plank  walk,  petition  a  652 
Eighth  street: — 

Sidewalks:    at  No.   230,   abatement,   petition  a  115;    order 
passed  142 
No.  550-554,  petition  a  667 
Stables:   No.  271,  petition  a  229;  permit  276;  petition  309; 
permit  35S 
No.  S69,  petition  a  593;  permit  645 
Ekbolm,  Carl  — 

197  Paris  st.,    edgestoue,   sidewalk,  petition  a  178;    order 
passed  394 
Eldon  street — 

Grading,  etc. :  petition  a  100 
Eldredge,  James  T.  et  al. — 

Crawford  St.,  petition  to  put  in  order  a  51 
Elections — 

Standing  committee  of  common  council  5,  7 
Ward  13,  a  petition  of  Martin  T.  Folan  for  seat  of  Joseph  B. 
Gomez  referred  6 ;  report  207 ;  resolve  passed  219 ;  quali- 
fied 238 
Ward  19,  petition  of   Christopher  J.  Spenceley  for  seat  of 
Jeremiah  J.  McNamara  referred  6 ;  reports  47 ;  leave  to 
withdraw  62 
Ward  13,  precinct  3,  special  investigating  committee  a  15; 
order  and  resolve   requesting  joint  action  passed  c  19 ; 
concurrence  a  20 ;  report  a  168,  c  175 


INDEX    TO    PROCEEDINGS    OF    CITY    COUNCIL. 


XXVII 


Ward  2,  vacancy,  committee  on  returns  of  votes  a  24;  report 

C.  V.  Doherty  sleeted  a  30 
Recounting  of  ballots — see  Legislative  matters 
Recount  of  vote-  at  municipal  election,  petition,  laid  on  table 
a  3'.);  referred  84;  order  passed  to  obtain  opinion  of  city 
solicitor  a  42 ;  reply  requested  71 ;  petition  of  Wm.  Frost, 
tail  on  table  a  51;  special  committee  71;  order  relating 
to  ballots  for  aldermen  in  precinct  3  of  ward  13  passed  71 ; 
city  solicitor's  opinion,  referred  S3;  reports,  assigned  134: 
resolve  passed  declaring  William  Frost  entitled  to  scat  of 
James  .T.  Flynn  161) 
Dates  of  municipal  elections,  order  to  petition  referred  c  50; 

indefinitely  postponed  a  52 
Petition  of  Benjamin  F.  Anthony  for  recount  of  votes,  laid 
on  table  a  137;  request  for  opinion  of  city  solicitor  139; 
opinion  100;  petition  referred  213;  report  338 
New   elections  in  case  of  doubtful   returns — see  Legislative 

matters 
Tampering  with  ballots  at  City  Hall,  resolve  referred  a  236 
Ballot   boxes,   communication   from   mayor  referred  a  353 
petitions  referred  a  353,  434;  report*  a  486;  hearing,  re 
solve  and  order  passed  a  511 ;  report,  order  passed  a  702 
petition  referred  a  702  ;  report,  rules  adopted  a  609 
Vacancy  in  ward  10,  notice  e  402,  a  405 
Ward  10,  precinct  1,  polling-place  a  574 

Election  to  fill  vacancy,   order  passed  a  574;   returns, 
order  passed  a  593 
Rolling-places,  order  passed  to  report  list  a  574;  report,  order 

passed  a  645 
Compilation  of  election  laws,  order  passed  c  606,  a  60S 
Election  officers  appointed,  a  024,  639,  652,  662,  677,  696,  815, 

836 
l'ay  of  election  officers,  order  passed  a  669 
Deputy  inspector  removed  a  836 

State  election  :  orders  for  issue  of  warrants  and  close  of  regis- 
tration passed  a  669 
Returns,  committee  appointed  a  720;  reports  745,  747 
Special  election  in  ward  4,  warrants  issued  a  700;  report  747 
Municipal  election:  orders  for  issue  of  warrants,  method  of 
voting  and  close  of  registrations  passed  a  7s2 
City  employes  allowed  time  to  vote  c  801 ,  a  803 
Returns  :  opening  council  chamber  c  801 

Committee  appointed  a  842;  reports  a  S63,  890 
Compensation  to  clerks  a  890,  c  895 
Method  of  counting  ballots,  order  referred  to  next  board  of 

aldermen  a  894 
Registrars  of  Voters — 

Liverus  E.  Pearson  appointed  registrar  of  voters  a  82 
Jury  list— see  County  of  Suffolk 
Electric  Lights  —  sec  Lamps* 
Elevated  railroads — see  Legislative  matters 
Eliot,  X.  O.— 

Fairland  St.,  edgestones,   sidewalks,  petition  a  568;   order 
passed  59] 
Eliot  square— 

Sprinkling:  petition  a  193;  order  passed  212 
Eliot  street — 

Lantern  :  at  No.  20,  permit  a  84 

Raving:   between    Columbus  av.  and  Pleasant   St.,  petition 

a  709 
Electric  lights  :  corner  Washington  St.,  a  862 
Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires :  permit  a  888, 
913 
Eliott,  Thomas  J.— 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  115 
Ellcry  street— 

Grade  damages  :  Xo.  37,  petition  a  404;  leave  to  withdraw  837 

Order  passed  a  917 
Wooden  building:  addition,  petition  a  763 
Elliott,  Thomas  J.,  trustee— 

7  and 'J  Brighton  st.   (Charleslown),  edgestones,  sidewalks, 
petition  a  588;  order  passed  591 
Elliott,  William  E.— 

Ifth  .-t.  (8.B.),  steam-engine:  petition  and  order  notice 
a  557;  hearing  569;  permit  587 
Elliott,  William  O.— 

Appointed  assistant  Bup't  of  Fcderal-et.  bridge  a  786 
Ellis  Brothers  et  a/.— 

Merchants'  row,  corner  Chatham  st.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  369 ; 
report  394 

Ellis,  Rev.  Rufus  — 

Chaplain  at  organization  of  city  government  1 
Prayer  1 

Ellis.  William  J.— 

:tod  lost  assistant  assessor  e  111,  a  116 
Elm  Btrci  I  — 

Wag;  corner  Washington  st.,  petition  a44P;  leave  to  with- 
dra\. 
Elm  street  (  ward  23)— 

Wooden  buildings  :  movement  to  rear  Walker  St.,  near  Caro- 
lina av.,  petition  a  17s;  permit  197 
Addition,  near  Ore  n  -t.,  petition  a  709;  report  and  order 
■  862,  e  855, 911,  a  912 
Elmore  street- 
Hewers  :  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 

Abatements  a  170 


Grading,  etc. :  petition  a  159 
Lamps  :  petition  a  468 ;  reports  890 
Elms,  Joseph  D.  et  al. — 

Norfolk  St.,  extension  of  repairing  to  Madison  st.,  petition 
a  334 
Emerson,  George — 

707-709  East  Seventh  St.,  edgestone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  352; 
order  passed  376 
Emery,  Thomas  J.,  councilman  (ward  18)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:  committee  on  public  instruction  27 ;  inspector  of 

vinegar  547 
Remarks : 

Homoeopathic  hospital  225 
Prince  school-house  yard  239,  263 
Pay  of  laborers,  etc.  285 
Salaries  of  city  officers  524,  754 
Thanks  to  president  pro  tern.  547 
City  solicitor  704 
Orchard  park  727 
Personal  explanation  731 
Grammar  school-house,  Kenilworth  St.,  865 
Investigation  of  police  commissioners  907 
Endicott  street — 

Telephone  poles :  between  Cross  and  Causeway  sts.,  petition 
a6S;  permit  143 
Enfield  street — 

Sewers  :  report  of  cost  referred  a  52 

Extension   to  Hazel   St.,  report  and  order  notice  a  412; 
hearing  422 ;  order  passed  488 ;  report  of  cost  referred 
837 
Abatements  a  412 
Grading :  damages  a  132 

Order  passed  a  270 
Stable:  petition  a449;  permit  572 
Edgestones :  petition  a  589 ;  order  passed  617 
Corner  Hazel  St.,  petition  a  652 
Engineer,  city,  department  of— 

Joint  standing  committee  a  12,  c  27 

Purchase  of  supplies,  etc.  authorized  a  39,  c  43 

Henry  M.  Wightman  nominated  and  elected   city  engineer 

a  70, c  74 
Annual  report  a  133 

Communication  on  public-garden  pond  a  709 
Essex  street — 

Pay  for  land  taken,  petitions  a  32,  209 

Tunnel:  near  South  St.,  petition  a  115;  permit  142 

Widening:  damages  a  120,  518,  591 

Extension  :  damages  a  294,  315,  573,  669 

Grading,  paving :    from  South  to  Federal  st. ;    order  passed 

a  295 
Edgestones  :  between  South  and  Federal  sts. ;  order  passed 

a  295 
Steam-engines:   No.  73,  petition    and  order  notice  a  429; 
hearing  483;  permit  518 
No.  75,  petition  a  452 ;  permit  473 
Sewer :  report  of  cost  referred  a  837 
Abatements  a  889 
Essex  street  (Charlestown)  — 

Tree  :  No.  14,  removal,  report  a  809 
Eustis  street — 

Sewer :  report  of  cost  referred  a  14,  20 

Druggist's  mortar:  corner  Dearborn  St.,  petition  a  549;  per- 
mit 573 
Eutaw  street — 

Trees  :  No.  116,  removal,  petition  a  404;  report  631 
Evans.  Emma  S. — 

Rear  502  East  Sixth  st.   (ward  14),  stable,  petition  a  483; 
permit  557 
Evans,  Ransom  F.— 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  stall  SS  and  90  with  cellar,  a  34 
Evans  street  (ward  24)  — 

Sewer  :  corner  Thetford  av.,  petition  a  008 
Lamps  :  report  a  S90,  915 
Evans,  William,  devisees  — 

Land   for  enlargement  of  city  hospital,  order  to   purchase 
referred  c  005 
Evans,  W.  J.  R.— 

Elected  director  of  public  institutions  c  279,  a  293,  c  300 
Evans,  W.  J.  R.  et  <d.— 

Utica  st.,  between   Kneeland  and  Harvard  sts.,  sidewalks, 
paving,  petition  a  709 
Everett  street — 

Sidewalk  :  at  No.  228,  abatement,  petition  a  159,  order  passed 
254 
Everett  street  (Brighton)  — 

Wooden  buildings:  erection,  opposite  Pleasant  st.,  petition  a 
667 ;  report  and  order  a  862,  c  865,  911,  a  912 
Everett  street  (ward  2)  — 

Wooden  building:    movement  to  Bremen,   near  Brooks  st. 

(ward  1),  petition  a  32;  permit  71 
Lamps  :  petition  a  589;  report  890 
Everett  st.  (ward  24)  — 

Crosswalk:  petition  a  007  ;  report  701 
Everett  street  (Jamaica  Plain)  — 

Hitching  post :  corner  Gordon  St.,  petition  a  369 
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Everett,  town  of— 

Boundary  lines  a  255 
i    change  plao( — 

Steam  DOiler:  No.  7,  petition  and  order  notice  a  337;  permit 

878 
Exeter  Btrcet  (ward  11) — 

Stable:   corner  Commonwealth  av.,  petition  a  422;    permit 

487 
Telephone   pules:   between  Beacon  Bt.  and  Huntington  av., 

petition  a  549,  COS;  permit  917 

v  street- 

Claima:  personal  injuries  a  82,  83,  e  86 

Macadamizing:   between  West  Fifth  and  West  Sixth  sts., 

petition  a  549;  report  017 
Crosswalk  :  at  Bowker  St.,  petition  a  549;  report  G17 
Fail-bain,  Andrew  S. — 

Compensation  for  injuries  received  iu  conveying  person  to 
station  house,  petition  a  51,  c  58 
Fairfield  8c  Gertz— 

474  Tremont  St.,   steam-engine,    petition    and   order  notice 
a  160;  hearing  209;  permit  231 
Fairfield  street — 

Sewers  :  petition  a  S3;  report  and  order  notice  294 ;  hearing309 ; 
order  passed  341 ;  report  of  cost  referred  855 
Abatements  a  889 

Extension,  agreement  with  Boston  8z  Albany  R.R.  Cor- 
poration a  341,  e  343 
Petition  to  put  in  order  between  Newbury  and  Boylston  sts. 
a  159 
Fairland  street — 

Edgestones,  sidewalks  :  petition  a  568 ;  order  passed  591 
Falcon  street  (ward  1)  — 

Stables  :  near  Brooks  st.  a  12,  34 

Petition  a  881 ;  permit  916 
Grading,  etc. ;  petition  a  422;  order  passed  617 
Falmouth  street — 

Sewers ;  between  Camden  St.  and  West  Chester  park,  report 
and    order   for  hearing   a  488;    hearing  511;   order 
passed  557 
From  Dalton  st. ,  report  and  order  for  hearing  a  48S ;  hear- 
ing 511 ;  order  passed  557 
Faneuil  Hall— sec  Buildings 
Faneuil  street  (Brighton)  — 

Crossing:  at  Bigelow  St.,  petition  a  468;  report  4S5 
Farlow,  W.  G.— 

Letter  on  fresh-water  sponge,  a  771 
Farr,  George  W. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Farrar,  Chlothilda.— 

Pay  due   late  Otis  C.  Farrar,  order  passed  a  838,  e  844,  910 
Farrar,  Daniel. — 

83  Hampden  St.,  steam-engine,  permit  a  721;  hearing  783; 
permit  838 
Farrar,  Matilda. — 

Pay  due  late  Otis  C.  Farrar,  order  passed  a  700,  c  703;  order 
rescinded,  a  S38,  c  844 
Farrell,  Fergus. — 

Byron  St.,  stable,  petition  a  608 ;  permit  629 
Farwell  Brothers. — 

Dorr  st.,  near  Ames  St.,  steam-engine  aud  boiler,  hearing 
a  733;  permit  777 
Farwell,  Frank  E.  et  al.— 

Dorchester  av.,  from  Old  Colony  railroad  to  Dorchester  St., 
repairing,  petition  a  89 
Farwell,  Frank  F.,  councilman  (ward  15)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on  health  27;  improved  sewerage  27 
Fast  day — 

Holiday  for  employes,  order  passed  c  192;  indefinitely  post- 
poned a  195 
Faunce,  George  B. — 

Dudlev  St.,  widening,  $200  damages,  order  passed  a  518 
Favor,  Z.  T.  8c  Co.— 

Hampton  House,  Haymarket  sq.,  electric  light,  petition  a  404; 
permit  428 
Fay,  Peter.— 

173  Cabot  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  667  ;  order  passed  701 
Fay,  Thomas,  jr. — 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Federal  street — 

Crosswalks:  at  N.Y.   &  N.E.  R.R.  station,  petition  a  178; 

permit  234;  at  Summer  St.,  petition  a  193;  report  295 
Underground  telegraph  aud  telephone  wires  :   permit  a  888, 
913 
Fee,  Thomas,  jr. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Fceley,  James — 

Commercial  court,  grade  damages,  petition  a  68 
Feeney,  Edward — 

Greenwich  pi.,  sewer  assessment  a  ISO 
Fclch,  George  M.— 

Appointed  officer  to  make  complaint  in  cases  of  violation  of 

ordinances  a  100,  677 
Appointed  truant  officer  a  100 
Appointed  constable  a  100,  589,  630 


Felch,  Hiram  E  — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  111,  a  116 
Corner  Howard  and   Somerset  sts.,   electric  light,   petition 
a  568;  permit  587,  862 
Fellows  place  (ward  20) — 

Stable  :  at  No.  7,  petition  a  159,  permit  211 
Fence  viewers,  etc. — 

Committee  to  select  candidates  a  197 
Appointments  a  255,  c  257 
Fendersou,  John — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Fenno,  Isaac  et  al. — 

Buena  Vista  av.,  lamps,  petition  a  709;  report  915 
Warren  st.,  at  Buena  Vista  av.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  709 
Ferdinand,  Frank — 

8  Jess  St.,  edgestone  abatement  a  473 
Ferdinand  street — 

Lying-in  hospital :  No.  4,  petition  a  449 ;  license  granted  490 
Bridge :  repairs  a  558 
Ferguson,  James  et  al. — 

267-273  East  Eighth  st.,  replacing  stable,  petition  a  229 
Fcrnald,  Eli  et  al.— 

Francis  st.,  plank  walk,  petition  a  404 
Fcrnald,  Oliver  G.— 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Ferries — 

Joint  standing  committee  a  12,  e  27 

Directors  nominated  and  elected  a  34,  c  44,  a  120,  c  122,  a  132, 

cl44,  a  160,  cl74 
Claims :  personal  injuries,  a  100,  115,  c  176,  329,  a  335,  517, 

c  521,  a  733 
Organization  of  directors  a  293 

Pay  of  employes,  order  referred  c  306 ;   report,  order  passed 
c  402,  419,  440;   non-concurrence  a  449  ;  adherence  e  467 ; 
laid  on  table  a  470,  814;  referred  a  838 ;  report  a  S55 
Tolls  and  passenger  tickets,  order  referred  c  349 
Fourth  of  July,  free  ferries  c  446,  a  455,  c  460 
Increase  of  facilities  for  travel,  order  of  inquiry  referred  c  665 
Tolls  for  teams,  order  referred  a  700 ;   report,   order  passed 

a  775 
Removal  of  gates,  order  referred  c  762 

Pay  due  deceased  employes,  orders  passed  a  837,  c  844,  898 
Resignation  of  director  a  881,  c  895 
Ferry  street — 

Paving :  petition  a  309 
Ferrin  street — 

Crosswalk :  at  Bates  St.,  petition  a  690 ;  report  721 
Fiedler,  Moeldenei  &  Co.  et  al. — 

Lamartine  St.,  grading,  macadamizing,  petition  a  51;  order 

passed  485 
Gilbert,  Hoffman  and  Roy  sts.,  grading,  petition  a  51 
Lamartine,   Roys  and  Gilbert  sts.,   edgestones,   sidewalks, 
petition  a  549 
Field-drivers  and  pound-keepers — 

Appointments  a  255,  c  257,  a  658,  c  663 
Field,  Henry — 

Park  St.,  sewer,  $21.76  abatement,  order  passed  659. 
Field,  James  B. — 

Willow  court,  lamps,  report  a  890 
Field,  R.  M.— 

Boston  Museum,  license  granted  a  573 
Field's  Corner — 

Passenger  wagon  to  Neponset :  license  a  590 
Fifth  street — 

Sewer :  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 

Corner  O  st.,  primary  school-house  site,   order  passed  for 

payment  a  72,  c  74,  86 
Steam-engine:    No.  215,  petition  and  order  notice  a  557; 

hearing  569 ;  permit  587 
Stable :  near  I  St.,  petition  a  5S9;  permit  616 
Finance — 

Joint  standing  committee  c  4,  8,  28;  organized  a  33 
Finn,  John  D. — 

Brooks  6t.,  near  Bremen  st.    (ward  1),  wooden  addition  to 
building,  petition  a  549;  report  c  561,  57S;  order  ruled  out 
e598 
Finn,  Michael — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Fire  department — 

Joint  stauding  committee  a  12,  c  37 
Ice  in  South  bay  channel — see  Harbor 

Report  of  fires  and  alarms  for  Dec.  a  34;  Feb.  c  108, 156; 
April  a  311;  May  a  424;  June  a  471;  July  a  571;  Sept. 
643,  067 ;  Oct.  764';  Nov.  837 
Telegraph  wires — see  Telephone 
Topic  in  mayor's  address  referred  c  SO,  a  82 
Proposed  new  fire-boat,  reference  a  S4,  c  S6;  report  inexpedi- 
ent accepted  a  139,  c  144;  order  referred  tc  next  city 
government  a  Sll ;  c  817 
Albauy-st.  fires,  §300  reward  offered  c  88,  a  89 
Fire-alarm  whistle  in  East  Boston,  order  referred  c  99,  a  100; 

report  c  245,  a  254 
Repair  shop,  selection  of  location  referred  c  113,  a  117 ;  re- 
port, order  passed  c  131;  order  laid  on  table,  remon- 
strance referred  a  132;  indefinitely  postponed  a  213;  re- 
port a  230,  c  238 ;  order  passed  c  270,  a  273 
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Safeguards  against  fire,  ordinance  passed  a  133;  referred 
c  144 ;  report,  ordinance  passed  c  208,  a  210 

Edward  A.  White  appointed  lire  commissioner  a  193,  c  198 

Engine  No.  12,  removal,  remonstrance  a  159;  report,  called 
for  c  131,  a  150;    report,    assigned  c   245;     amendment 
i  -Tied  e  207  ;  order  indefinitely  postponed  e  280 

Fire-bell  at  Grand  Junction  wharves;  order  referred  c  270, 
a  273;  notice  of  call  for  report  c  385;  report  inexpe- 
dient c  442,  a  449 

Destruction  of  sugar  baskets:  order  passed  a  274;  laid  on 
table  c  278  ;  indefinitely  postponed  e  403 

Proposed  abolition  of  fire  commission — see  Commissions 

Fire-alarm  system,  expediency  of  substituting  still  alarms, 
c  286,  a  293;  reconsideration  c  303:  refused  c  6U6,  a  608; 
report  inexpedient,  accepted  c  837  a  043 

Combustible  structure,  petition  of  Boston  Manufacturers' 
Mutual  Ins.  Co.,  a  229 ;  report,  order  passed  a  342,  e  343 

New  engine-house  on  Back  Bay  district,  petition  of  commis- 
sioners a  289;  reports  referred  a  630,  668;  report,  orders 
passed  a  745;  assigned  c  748;  passed  c  798;  deed  of  laud, 
order  passed  a  890,  c  890 

Roxbury  Carpet  Co.,  connection  of  factory  buildings  with 
fire-alarm  telegraph,  petition  a  334 

Converting  call  into  permanent  companies,  commissioners 
requested  to  consider  expediency  c  351,  a  352;  report  c  380; 
referred  c  441 ;  report  e  910,  a  913 

Storage  of  gunpowder  in  tenement  houses:  order  passed  c  385 

Eire  limits  (ward  22) — sec  Buildings 

Vacancies  in  call  companies :  order  referred  c  421 ;  report, 
order  assigned  c  689 ;  passed  c  728,  a  736 

Annual  report  a  424 

Petition  of  widow  of  deceased  employe  c  360,  545 

Ordinance  to  amend  ordinance  concerning  fire  department, 
referred  c  510;  report  c  546;  ordinance  passed  c  597  ;  a  008 

Explosive  compounds  :  ordinance  referred  c  510 ;  report  c  547 ; 
ordinance  passed  c  597,  a  608 

Death  of  hoseman  Tobey,  communication  from  commis- 
sioners, orders  and  report  referred  c  559  ;  report,  orders 
assigned  c  633 ;  passed  c  725,  a  736,  764,  c  792 

East  St.,  paving,  petition  of  fire  commissioners,  a  549 

Storage  for  fire  department,  report  a  630 

Chemical  engine  for  Highland  district,  commissioners  re- 
quested to  consider  and  report  expediency  c  650,  a  653 

Clocks  in  Charlestown  district,  petition  a  652 

Steam  fire-engine  in  ward  4,  petition  a  667;  report  referred 
C910 

Relief  of  disabled  firemen,  order  referred  c  762 

Wm.  J.  Daly,  injuries,  order  referred  c  801,  848;  report  c  910, 
a  913 

Inspection  of  theatres— see  Theatres 

Telegraph  poles  cut  down,  communication  from  fire  com- 
miasioners  a  912 
First  church  in  Uoxbury — 

Report  of  record  commissioners  58 
First  church  in  Charlestown — 

Records  of,  gift  to  city  c  58,  a  68 
First  street — 

Sprinkling:  between  B  and  E  sts.,  petition  a  247;.  order 
passed  276 

Crossing:  at  C  St.,  order  passed  a  295;  petition  309;  order 
passed  341 

Empty  sugar  baskets  :  order  indefinitely  postponed  c  403 

Sewer:  between  O  and  P  sis.,  petition  a  483;  report  and 
order  for  hearing  518 ;  hearing  549;  order  passed  557 ;  re- 
port of  cost  referred  855 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  483 

Steam-engines :  near  Dorchester  St.,  petition  and  order  notice 
a  557 ;  hearing  569;  permit  574 
Corner  O  St.,  petition  and  order  notice  a  580 ;  hearing  608 ; 
permit  031 

Stable  :  foot  of  F  St.,  petition  a  709 ;  permit  745 

Tracks:  Union  Freight  R.R.  Co.,  petition  a  68;  report  and 
order  notice  617;  hearing  632;  remonstrance  and  petitions 
in  aid  803 

N.Y.   &   N.K.   R.R.   Co.,   petilion  a  82;   report    and  order 
notice  701;  hearing  763;   remonstrance  and  petitions  in 
aid  803 
Fisher,  Frederick  W.— 

235  Pleasant  St.,  lantern,  petition  a  20;  permit  84 
Fisk,  John,  heirs  of— 

Harrison  av.  extension  to  Bedford  st.,  $17,850  damages,  order 
passed  a  630 
Fiek,  William  <:.,  councilman  (ward  20)  — 

Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on  public  institutions  27;  fourth  of 
July  259;  commissions  301;  Arnold  arboretum  466; 
Balaryjconference  635 

Remark.-, : 

J  ransfer  of  Engine  12,  etc.  282 
Fitcbburg  Railroad  Co.— 

Elevation   of  tracks    in   Charlestown,   special   committee  to 

coDfer  with  railroad  commissioners  a  254;  report,  order 

passed  a  258;  report  in  print  authorized  a  363;  report 

a  373 

Driveways  from  Warren  bridge,  petition  a  568;  permit  a  593 

Austin  st.  (Charlestown)  track,  petition  a  855 


Fitzgerald,  John  B.  et  at. — 

Billerica  St.,  paving,  petition  a  549;  order  passed  574 
Fitzgibbon,  Michael — 

Princeton  st.  (E.B.),  personal  injuries,  petition  c  79;  leave  to 

withdraw  c  349,  a  352 
Fitzpatrick,  John  B.,  councilman  (ward  8) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:  committee  on  engineer's  department  27;  survey 

and  inspection  of  buildings  27;  Stony  brook   27;  fourth 

of  July  259;  hospitalities  to  representatives  of  France  and 

Germany  671 
Remarks : 

Publication  of  names  of  jurors  28 

Invitation  to  public  meeting  relating  to  Irish  affairs  75 

Representation  in  the  council  from  ward  22,  108 

Marcella-6t.  Home  154 

Steamer  Parisian  155 

Dorchester  bay  tunnel  176 

Petition  of  John  Reardon  187 

Homoeopathic  hospital  227 

Prince  school-house  yard  239 

Grand  Junction  wharves  241 

Pay  of  laborers,  etc.  205,  266,  284 

Pay  of  regular  reporters  268 

Confirmation  of  water  commissioner  271 

Directors  for  public  institutions  279 

Transfer  of  Engine  12,  etc.  282 

Fourth  of  July  300 

Removal  of  fences  from  public  squares  326 

Vacation  for  mechanics,  laborers,  etc.  330 

Investigation  of  police  commissioners  331,  875,  906 

Permits  for  wooden  buildings  in  ward  22,  151 

Music-stand  on  common  398,  403 

Auditor  of  accounts  420 

Public  parks  466 

Salaries  of  city  officers  531,  601 

Change  of  seats  in  council  chamber  560 

New  public  library  building  560 

Permits  for  wooden  buildings  561,  728 

Inspection  of  provisions  578 

Arnold  arboretum  072,  793 

Care  of  plants  in  winter  687 

Dean  scliool-house  758 

Allowing  city  employes  time  to  vote  801 

Christmas  holiday  817 

Additional  appropriation  for  public  buildings  874 
Fitzpatrick,  John  B — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Fitzsimmins,  James  A.  et  at. — 

Dana  place,  lamps,  petition  a  690;  report  890 
Fletcher,  William— 

Fitchburg  railroad  station  to  steamboat  wharves,  passenger 

wagon,  petition  a  115;  license  211 
Flusk,  Michael  C— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Flynu,  James  Joseph,  alderman — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:  committee  on  armories  12;   paving  12;    streets 

(joint)   12;  streets  (of  board  of  aldermen)  12;  election  in 

ward   13,  precinct  3,15;  East  Boston  ferries  12;  health 

12;  printing  12;  salaries  12;  testimonial  to  city  of  New 

Orleans  68 
Election  contested — see  Elections 
Seat  declared  vacant  160 
Remarks : 

Ice  in  South  hay  channel  21 

Joint  rules  and  orders  22 

Nomenclature  of  streets  22 

Coasting  on  common  31,  38 

Dinners  of  laborers  on  improved  6ewerage  69,  84 

Vacation  for  clerk  of  committees  71 

Contested  election  case  71,  84 
•Commercial-st.  extension  85 

Petilion  of  Benjamin  F.  Anthony  138,  160 

Steamer  Parisian  159 
Flynn,  James  J. — 

Gold  St.,  between  C  and  D  sts.,  edgestones,  sidewalks,  peti- 
tion a  593 
Gold  St.,  between  C  and  D  sts.,  sewer,  petition  a  593;  report 

and  order  notice  659 ;  hearing  667 ;  order  passed  681 
Flynn,  Mary — 

Corner  C  and  Tudor  sts.,   edgestones,   sidewalkB,   petition 

a  652 
Flynn,  John  J.  et  al.,  employes  of  Mt.  Hope  cemetery- 
Increase  of  wages,  petition  c  420 
Flynn,  Mary— 

443  East  Second  st. ,  sidewalk,  petition  a  369 ;  order  passed  395 
Flynn,  Michael  J. — 

Miuot  st.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  309;  leave  to  withdraw 

a  356,  c  364 
Flynn,  Thomas— 

Appointed  inspector  of  petroleum  and  coal  oils  a  115 
Folan,  Martin  T .,  councilman  (ward  13)  — 

Petition  for  seat  of  Joseph  B.  Gomez  referred  6;  report  207; 

resolve  passed  219;  qualified  and  seated  238 
Badge,  order  passed  246 


\x\ 
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Appointed:  committee  on  public  library  270;  salary  confer 

enoe  6:>r> 
Remarks : 

l'ay  of  laborers  284,  401,419 
Vacation  for  mechanics,  laborers,  etc.  330 
Bummer  concerts  510 
Salaries  of  city  officers  580,  707,  753 
Pay  of  health  employes  731 
Public  parks  831 
Foley,  Hugh- 
Appointed  assistant  supt.  of  Congress-st.  bridge  a  786 
Folgor,  Thomas — 

Appointed  constable  a  580,  630 
Folsom,  A.  A.  el  al. — 

Eliot  st.,  between  Columbus  av.   and   Pleasant  St.,   paving, 
petition  a  700 
Forbes,  William  II.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Ford,  William  H.,  councilman  (ward  17)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:  committee  on  Marcclla-st.  Home  inquiry  154; 

charges  against  city  treasurer  604 
Remarks : 

Pay  of  laborers  264 
Pay  of  regular  reporters  268 
Salaries  of  city  officers  522,  601 
Forest  Garden  — 

Entertainments  :  William  Austin,  petition  a' 289 ;  license  313 
Forest  Hills- 
Coaches  :  from  Grove  Hall,  license  a  211 
Forest  Hill  street — 

Sewer :  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 
Stable  :  near  Glen  road,  petition  a  229 ;  permit  255 
Trees  :  removal,  petition  a  289 ;  permit  376 
Wooden  building :  petition  a  309 ;  permit  a  395,  c  397 
Forrest,  Mrs.  Sarah  A. — 

Pay  due  deceased  husband  a  275,  c  278 
Forrcstall,  J.  F.— 

Corner  Dearborn  and  Eustis  sts.,  druggist's  mortar,  petition 
a  549 ;  permit  573 
Forristall,  Henry  M. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Fort  avenue — 

Grade  damages  :  order  passed  a  394 
Fort,  William  A.— 

Appointed  constable  a  5S9,  630 
Fortune,  Caroline  E. — 

Seventh  st. ,  personal  iniuries,  petition  a  89 ;  leave  to  withdraw 
a  197,  c  198 
Foss,  Elijah  D.— 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Foss  street  (Charlestown)  — 

Telephone  poles :  petition  a  733;  permit  775 
Foster,  0.  C— 

AUston  station,  rear  Cambridge  6t.  (ward  25),  steam-engine, 
petition  and  order  notice  a  83;  hearing  115;  permit  139 
Foster  court — 

Grade  damages  :  petition  a  229 
Foster,  Dwight,    Gilman    Collamore,    and    G.    F.   Richardson, 
trustees — 
Huntington    av.,   extension  from    Camden    to    Parker  sts., 
§7497.70  damages  a  48S 
Foster,  George  E.  et  al. — 

Walnut  av.,  between  Egleston  sq.  and  Warren  St.,  sprinkling, 
petition  a  209 ;  order  passed  234 
Foster,  Lucretia — 

Pay  due  late  David  M.  Foster  for  service  in  Police   depart- 
ment, order  passed  a  680,  c  683 
Foster  place — 

Grade  damages  :  a  855 
Foster  street — 

Sewers  :  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 

Abatements  a  7S9  • 

Grade  damages  :  petition  a  229 
Fottler,  Jacob- 
Walnut  St.,  corner  Glen  road  (ward  25) ,  stable,  petition  a  639  ; 
permit  658 
Foundry  avenue  (ward  13) — 

Lamp  :  petition  a  229;  report  890 
Foundry  street — 

Court  in  rear,  lamp,  petition  a  32;  report  S90 
Stable  :  near  Fourth  St.,  petition  a  89 ;  permit  140 
Old  Colony  Railroad  Co.,  notice  of  land  taken  for  station  a  356 
Fourth  street — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  89,  197,  c  198 
Sewer:  between  P  and  Q  sts.,  petition  a  100;  report  and  or- 
der notice  170;  hearing  178;  order  passed  197;  report  of 
cost  referred  837 
Stone  flagging :  petition  a  369 ;  report  455 
Druggist's  mortar:  No.  179,  petition  a3;)0;  permit  412 
Sprinkling:  between  H  and  K  sts.,  petition  a  490 
Edgestones,   gutters:  between  P  and   Q  sts.,  order  passed 
a  558 
Fowle,  George  W.,  trustee — 

Danfortb  st.  (W.R.),  sewer,  petition  a  593;  report  and  order 
notice  6S1 ;  hearing  690 ;  order  passed  775 


Fowle,  George  W.,  et  al.— 

Danfortb  St.,  grading,  petition  a  623 
Fowler,  E,  T.  &  Co.— 

73  Essex  St.,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice  a  429; 
hearing  483;  permit  518 
Fox,  Charles  B.— 

Fuller  St.,  near  Milton  av.  (ward  24),  6table,  petition  a  209; 
permit  237 
Fox,  George  G. — 

Lynde  st.  (ward  5),  near  Washington  St.,  stable,  petition  a 677 ; 
permit  721 
Fox,  Joseph  H.  S.— 

Union  av.  (ward  23),  grade  damages,  petition  a  247;  order 
passed  837 
Foxwcll,  Benjamin — 

661  and  663  Parker  St.,  edgestone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  474; 
order  passed  4S5 
Francis,  Charles  H. — 

Tremont  st.  corner  Winter  St.,   personal  injuries,   petition 
a  178 
Francis  street- 
Plank  walk :  petition  a  404 
Francy,  Ellen— 

156  Havre  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  639 
Franey,  John  J. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Franklin  fund — 

Committee  to  examine  treasurer's  accounts  a  15 ;  report  a  2 
Franklin  street- 
Steam-engines  :  No.  222,  order  notice  a  273 ;  hearing  334 ;  per- 
mit 373 
No.  295,  petition  and  order  notice  a  736;   hearing  803; 
permit  83S 
Underground  telephone  wires  :  petition  a  733 
Franklin  street  (Brighton)  — 

Sidewalk  abatement :  petition  a  209 
Sewer :  petition  a  334 
Freeland,  Charles  W.— 

279  and  281  Beacon  St.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  677;  order  passed 
701 
Freeman,  James  G.,  councilman  (wTard  10)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Elected  :  committee  on  accounts  10,  chairman  14 
Appoiuted  :  committee  on  public  lands  27 ;  public  parks  27 ; 
amendment  of  building  law  28;  fourth  of  July  259;  Ar- 
nold arboretum  673 
Remarks : 

Extension  of  Harrison  avenue  and  D  street  112 
Joint  orders,  ordinances  and  licenses  122 
Sympathy  for  Ireland  127 
Extension  of  Harrison  av.  and  D  street  128 
Steamer  Parisian  155 
Homoeopathic  hospital  204,  227 
Grand  Junction  wharves  242 
Pay  of  laborers  265 
Fire  department  repair-shop  270 
Transfer  of  Engine  12,  etc.  2S0 
Commonwealth  av.  fences  287,  307,  325 
Fixing  hour  for  adjournment  305 
Broadway  extension  327 

Removal  of  fences  from  public  squares  307,  325 
Vacation  of  mechanics,  laborers,  etc.  330 
Investigation  of  police  commissioners  332,  875 
Broadway  bridge  351 

Permits  for  wooden  buildings  in  ward  22,  351,  416 
Brighton  poor  farm  384 
Restrictions  on  public  lands  sold  3S5 
Public  parks  445,  462,  723,  S2S 
Requesting  return  of  order  relating  to  parks  481 
Salaries  of  city  officers  528,  755 
Arnold  arboretum  798,  852,  S6S 
City  Point  park  S67 
Charles-river  embankment  S70 
Muddy-river  improvement  S71 
Extra'high-service  water  supply  898 
Freeman,  Michael,  jr. — 

Fort  av.  and  Highland-park  St.,  $1200  grade  damages,  order 
passed  a  394 
French,  Abram — 

Hazel  st.,  edgestones,  petition  a  5S9 ;  order  passed  617 
French,  Alfonzo  et,  al. — 

Lucas  St.,  lamp,  petition  a  5S0;  leave  to  withdraw  916 
French,  J.  F.— 

62  Bremen  st.  (ward  2),  stable,  petition  a  SOS;  leave  to  with- 
draw 916 
French,  Jonathan  — 

Wyoming  St.,  lamps,  report  a  890 
Friend  street — 

Paving:  between   Hanover  st.   and  Dock  sq.,  petition  a  17S 
Friuk,  Aldcn — 

19  Wilmont  St.,  edgestone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  309;   order 
passed  342 
Frohock,  Horatio  E. — 

Appointed  inspector  of  bundle  hay  a  115 
Frohock,  J.  &  Co.— 

Damages,  petition  c  46,  a  52,  leave  to  withdraw  c  176,  a  179 
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Frost,  William,  alderman— 

Contested  election,  petition,  laid  on  table  a  51;  special  com- 

mittee   71;  resolve  passed  entitling  to  seat  of  alderman 

Flynn  lllo ;  [see  also  Elections] 
Qualified  178 
Appointed:    committees    on   streets,    health,    salaries,    17S; 

Marcella-st.  Home  inquiry  179;  East  Boston  ferries  193; 

fourth  July  274;  salary  conference  611;  election  returns 

843 
Remarks  : 

Salaries  of  city  officers  251,  313,  433,  491,  893 

Recount  of  votes  for  aldermen  338 

Stable  on  Curve  st.  378 

Stable  on  K  st.  393 

Old  stale  house  422,  580 

Erection  of  bridges  by  Boston  Sugar  Refinery  Co.  456 

Extension  of  Harrison  av.  457 

Pay  of  laborers  615 

Constables'  bonds  644 

Steady  work  and  full  time  for  laborers  655 

City  solicitor  679 

Corliss  engine  controversy  694 

New  bridge  to  Charlestown  699 

Limiting  municipal  expenditures  700 

Public  parks  713,  765 

Impurity  of  water  supply  741 

Obstruction  of  Water  st.  by  wagons  80S 

Muddy-river  improvement  810 

Pay  Ol  ferry  employes  841 

Abolition  of  commissions  860 

Election  returns  864 

Brush  electric  light  883 

Recount  of  aldermanic  vote  918 
Frost,  Henry  W.  B.— 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  excavating  opposite  cellar  No.  1,  peti- 
tion a  334;  report  referred  357 ;  order  passed  376 
Frost,  Jno.  H. — 

Washington  St.,  near  Lagrange  st.  (ward  23),  stable,  petition 

a  4'S ;  permit  487. 
Frothingham,  Ann  G.,  heirs  of— 

Harrison  av.,  extension  to  Bedford  St.,  $1,600  damages,  order 

passed  a  591 
Frye,  Emily  J.— 

Union   sq.,  Brighton,  edgestone,  sidewalk,    petition   a    390; 

order  passed  420 
Fuel- 
Joint  standing  committee  a  12,  c  27 
Contract,  petition  for  bearing  referred  a  390;  report,  leave  to 

withdraw  a  412,  e  414,  438 
Ordinance  referred  c  849 
Fuller,  Granville  .V.  et  al. — 

Harvard  av.,  lamp  near  engine-house,  petition  a  309;  report 

890 
Fuller,  L.  L.— 

Delle  av.,  corner  Burney  St.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  677  ;  order 

passed  701 
Fuller,  L.  L.  C— 

Delle  av.,  edge6tones,  petition  a  608,  order  passed  631 
Fuller  street  (ward  24)— 

Stables:  near  Milton  av.,  petition  a  209;  permit  237;  petition 

a  229;  permit  275 
Fulton  court- 
Stable  :  Xo.  3,  petition  a  589 ;  leave  to  withdraw  629 
Fulton  street— 

Steam-engine  :  at  No.  95,  petition  and  order  notice  a  89 ;  hear- 
ing 132;  permit  160 
Furbush,  J.  It.— 

53-41   Bristol    st..    steam-engine,    petition  and  order  notice 

a  83;  hearing  115;  permit  139 

Gaffield,  Thomas  et  al.— 

Gilbert,  Roys,  and  Hoffman  streets:    sewer,  petition  a  549; 
report   and  order  for   hearing,  557 ;    bearing  569;    order 
passed  686 
Gallagher,  W.  H.— 

Blue  Hill  av.,  additional  pay  for  laud  taken,  petition  a  32; 
order  passed  180 
Galvin,  James — 

]81  II  st.,  sidewalk:  petition  a  468;  order  passed 485 
Gammon,  Thomas  15. — 

Appointed  inspector  of  bundle  hay  a  115 
G.A.lt.  [see  also  Decoration  Day]— 

Petition  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  a  V2 
Gardner  i;  Chandler— 

I  hie-   .'■  ■  i.i:  toUdicgB,  petition  to  move  a  f,89    permit  HU 
Gardner,  Francis  II.  el  al. — 

Crawford   st.,  sidewalk  from   Warren  st.  to  Elm   Hill   av., 
petitioi 
Gardner,  William  T  — 

Appointed  eon-table  a  589,  630 
Gardner  street  (ward  2:;)— 

Wooden   building:  near  Gravest.,  erection,  petition  e  245; 
permit  a  255,  c  257 

Grading,  gravelling  :  order  passed  a  426 
Gardner  street  (Charlestown)— 

Sewer  :  report  aud  order  notice  a  170;  order  passed  197 
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Gardner  street  (Roxbury)  — 

Sidewalks:  petition  a  667;  order  passed  701 

Lamps  :  report  a  890 
Gardner  street  (W.  R.)— 

Grading,  etc. :  petition  a  733 
Garey,  Clark  D.— 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  111,  a  116 
Garfield,  James  A.,  President  U.  S. — 

Assassination,  proceedings   of   city  government  relating  to 
fourth  of  July  celebration  448 
Proceedings  on  death  of  the  president  618 
Memorial  services,  tolling  belle  c  663,  a  667 
Resolutions  of  thanks  a  GNU,  c  683 
Memorial  volume  a  702,  c  7U3,  a  709 
Gargan,  Thomas  J. — 

Police  commissioner,  order  for  removal  referred  c  332  a  335 
Gass.  Doe  &  Co.  et  al. — 

Commercial  st.  at  South  Market  St.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  247  ; 
order  passed  276 
Gates  street  — 

Tree :  at  No.  30,  petition  a  115 

Wooden  building :  movement  to  rear  of  East  Sixth  St.,  near  K 
st.  (ward  14),  petition  a  549;  permit  574 
Gavin,  Michael  F. — 

Appointed  trustee  of  city  hospital  a  209,  c  217 
Gay,  William  H. — 

Blue  Hill  av,  .junction  with  Norfolk  St.,  lamps,  leave  to  with- 
draw a  916 
Gemeiner,  Frank— 

Enfield  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  412 
General  meetings  of  citizens — see  Voters. 
Geneva  avenue — 

Grading,  macadamizing:  from  Blue  Hill  av.  to  Columbia  St., 
order  passed  a  314 

Petition  to  put  in  order  between  Columbia  st.  and  N.Y.  &  N. 
E.  R.R.  a  449 

M.  R.R.  cars  :  from  Upham's  corner,  petition  a  836 
George,  Sam.  L. — 

Injuries  to  horse,  petition  a  568 ;  leave  to  withdraw  a  745,  c  748 
George  street  (ward  20)  — 

Stable:  petition  a  247;  permit  294 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  404 

Edgestones :  Xo.  89  and  91,  petition  a  709 
George,  William — 

Centre  st.  (ward  23),  lamps,  leave  to  withdraw  a  915 
German  street  (ward  23)  — 

Stable  :  near  Washington  st.,  petition  a  289;  permit  314 
Gerry,  Dr.  E.  Peabody  — 

Corner  Gordon  and  Everett    sts.,   Jamaica  Plain,   hitching 
post,  petition  a  309 
Gibbs, Isaac — 

9  Mead  st..  stable,  permit  a  807 
Gibby,  Adam  H.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Giblin,  Hugh  et  al. — 

C  St.,  between  Fifth  and  Seventh  sts.,  paving,  petition  a  289 
Giblin,  John  II.- 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  111,  a  116 
Gibson  street  (Dorchester) — 

Deed  to  Darius  Eddy,  release  and  modification  of  conditions 
a  342,  c  343 
Gifford,  Caroline  D. — 

Brook  and  North  avenues,  widening,  $40  damages  a  24 
Giflbrd,  Clark- 
Nominated  and  elected  second  assistant  assessor  e  144, 172,  a  179 
Gifford,  Rev.  O.  P.  et  al.— 

Change  of  name  of  Warren  av.,  remonstrance  c  18,  a  22 
Gilbert,  Daniel  D.  et  al.— 

Boston  and  Cottage  sts.,  sprinkling,  petition  a  247,  order 
passed  276 
Gilbert  street  (ward  23)  — 

Edgestones,  sidewalks  :  petition  a  549 

G  rading :  petition  a  51 

Sewer:    petition  a  549;    report  and  order  for  hearing  557; 
hearing  569;  order  passed  586;  report  of  cost  referred  837 

Stable  :  corner  Hoffman  St.,  petition  a  56S ;  permit  592 

Wooden   building:    movement  from   Parker  St.    (ward  22), 
petition  a  56s ;  leave  to  withdraw  631 

Extension  :  damages  a  645 
Gilchrist,  R.  aud  J.— 

5  and  7  Winter  st.,  electric  lights,  permit  a  862 
(Jill.  .7olm— 

Elected  supt.  Chelsea-st.  bridge  c  111,  a  118 
Gilmorc  Hubert — 

Wise  place  (ward  23),  revision  of  award  for  taking  land, 
petition  a  783 
Glaven,  John— 

Nominated  and  elected  supt.  Neponset  bridge  a  235 
Gleason,  William — 

Appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  68,  85 
Glendale  street- 
Crosswalks:  corner  Columbia  st.,  petition  a  422;  rerjort455 

Edgestones  :  petition  a  568 
Glcndon  Co.— 

Glendon  wharf  (ward  1),  wooden  building,  petition  a  334; 
permit  a  395,  c  397 
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Glendon  whan'  (ward  1)  — 

Wooden  building:  erection,   petition  a  334;  permit  a  305, 
C  897 
til.n  Road(W.R.)- 

Sewor :  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 
Glenwood  stroet— 

Crosswalk  :  petition  a  247 
Gline,  H.  E.  <t  at.— 

Bunker  Hill  St.,  petition  to  put  in  order,  referred  with  order 
for  hoaring  a  305 
Globe  alley- 
Lamps  :  No.  4.  petition  a  56S 
Petition  a  881 
Globe  Newspaper  Co. — 

236  and  238  Washington  St.,  electric  light,  permit  a  489 
Globe  Ventilating  Co.— 

Proposal  to  ventilate  aldermanio  chamber  referred  a  205 
Gloucester  street — 

Edgestones,  gutters,  grading,  macadamizing:  petition  a  200; 

order  passed  234 
Edgestone,  sidewalk  :  petition  a  115 

Sidewalk:   corner  Commonwealth  av.,  petition  a  209,  order 
passed  235 
Glover,  Shapleigh  P.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Gogin,  Thomas  et  al. — 

Granite  and  First  sts.,  tracks,  remonstrance  a  803 
Gold  aud  Stock  Telegraph  Co.— see  Telephone  wires 
Gomez,  Joseph  B.,  councilman  (ward  13)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  public  library  27 
Seat  contested,  petition    of   Martin    T.    Folan    referred  6; 

report  207  ;  resolve  passed  210 
Remarks : 

Appropriation  bill  100 
Gold  street — 

Edgestones,  sidewalks  :  between  C  and  D  sts.,  petition  a  593 
Sewer:  between  C  and  D  sts.,  petition  a  593;    report  and 
order  notice  659 ;  hearing  667 ;  order  passed  681 ;  report  of 
cost  referred  855 
Good,  Timothy  J. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Goodale,  George  W.  et  al. — 

Blue   Hill  av.,  between  Walkhill  and   Madison  sts.,   plank 
walk,  petition  a  803 
Gooding,  Josiah,  heirs  of,  et  al. — 

Westminster  st.  between  Windsor  and  Hammond  sts.,  sewer, 
petition  a  404,  report  and  order  notice  455,  hearing  468, 
order  passed  488 
Goodnow,  Daniel  et  al. — 

Richmond  St.,  between  Fulton  aud  North  sts.,  paving,  peti- 
tion a  390 
Goodnow,  George — 

100  Worcester  St.,  release  of  conditions,  petition  c  545,  a  253; 
report,  order  passed  a  490,  c  503 
Goodrich,  Frederick  E. — 

Appointed  mayor's  clerk  a  20 
Goodwin,  James  F. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Goss,  Joe — 

22  Lagrange  St.,  lantern  and  sign,  petition  a  667 ;  permit  6S0 
Googins.  Mark — 

Lexington  St.,  corner  Border  St.  (ward  2),  stable,  petition  a  51; 
leave  to  withdraw  7^1 
Gordon,  R.  W.— 

Sprinkling  streets  in  Charlestown,  petition  a  115;  permit  276 
Gore,  David — 

Chickatawbut  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  352;  order  passed  376 
Gormley,  John — 

Sprinkling  city  streets,  petition  a  150;  report  180 
Gould,  George  P. — 

Appointed  harbor  master  a  82 
Gove,  Jesse  M-,  councilman  (ward  1)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed  committee  on  claims  27;  plants  in  winter  505; 

salary  conference  635 
Remarks ; 

Proposal  of  John  Reardon  153,  187 

Dorchester-bay  tunnel  176 

Appropriation  bill  101 

Summer  concerts  102,  559,  577 

Contract  of  Wm.  C.  Poland  &  Son  202 

Charlestown  almshouse  199 

Encroachments  upon  the  harbor  217,  240 

Point  Shirley  railroad  219 

Prince  school-house  yard  239,  262 

Pay  of  laborers,  etc.  285,  634 

Fourth  of  July  300 

Proposed  abolition  of  the  commissions  301 

City  treasurer  323 

Investigation  of  police  commissioners  330,  875,  902 

Nuisance  on  Cottage  st.  351 

Old  state  house  383,  417,  436,  476,  595 

Brighton  poor  farm  384 

Pension  to  officer  Wasgatt  3S6 

Sudbury-river  storage  basin  No.  4,  401 


Avon-place  school-house  401 
New  public  library  building  430,  560,  577 
Salaries  of  city  officers  437,  522,  539,  600,  605,  034,  706,  751 
Salaries  of  ferry  employes  440,  467 
Harrison-avenue  extension  441 
Public  parks  461 
Broadway  extension  477 
Summer  vacation  477 
Charges  against  city  treasurer  604 
Arnold  arboretum  663 
Care  of  plants  in  winter  687,  826 
Death  of  hoseman  Tobey  688,  726 
Corliss  pumping-engine  724 
Permits  for  wooden  buildings  728 
Site  for  city  building,  Back  Bay  748,  799 
Cleansing  Sudbury-river  basins  761 
Allowing  city  employes  time  to  vote  801 
Public  parks'  832 
Memorial  History  of  Boston  865 
Muddy-river  improvement  S71 
Grady,  Michael — 

181  Havre  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  390;  order  passed  426 
Grain — 

Measurers  appointed  a  68,  85, 115,  549 
Grampian  Way — 

Grading,  etc.,  petition  a  178 
Granite  street — 

Steam-engine  and  boiler:  opposite  Richmond  St.,  petition  and 

order  notice  a  14 ;  hearing  52 ;  permit  70 
Driveway:  to  Standard  Sugar  Refinery,  petition  a  132;  per 

mit  170 
Tracks:  Union  Freight  R  R.  Co.,  petition  a  6S;   report  and 
order  notice  617 ;  hearing  652;  remonstrance  and  petitions 
in  aid  S03 
N.Y.  &  N.E.  R.R.  Co.,  petition  a  82;  report  and  order  notice 
701 ;  hearing  763 ;  remonstrance  and  petitions  in  aid  803 
Granite  street  (ward  13) — 

Stable:  corner  Baldwin  St.,  petition  a  568;  permit  587 
Grant,  Augustus — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Grant,  Charles  E. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  111,  a  116 
Grant,  Nancy  W. — 

Tax  title  released  a  121,  c  122 
Grant  place  (ward  25)  — 

Stable  :  petition  a  549 ;  permit  572 
Gray,  D.  B.— 

271  Eighth  st.  (ward  15),  stable,  petition  a  229;  permit  276; 
petition  309 ;  permit  358 
Gray,  Edmund  H. — 

Opera  house,  license  granted  a  590,  S09 
Gray,  Horace,  chief  justice  Supreme  Judicial  Court — 

Administers  oaths  of  office  to  mayor  elect  1 
Gray,  William,  jr. — 

Appointed  park  commissioner  a  200,  c  217 
Gray,  W.  R.— 

16  Cliff  St.,  edgestone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  352;  order  passed 
376 
Gay  street  (Charlestown) — 

Telephone  poles  :  petition  a  733 ;  permit  775 
Green,  Alfred  P.— 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  115 
Green,  James — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Green  John  P. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Green  street — 

Druggist's  mortar :  at  No.  55,  petition  a  12 ;  permit  84 
Steam-engine  and  boiler:  near  Brookline  av.,  petition  and 

order  of  notice  a  20 ;  hearing  68;  permit  83 
Bracket :  No.  23.  petition  a  2S0 ;  permit  315 
Green  street  (W.R.j— 

Edgestone  :  abatement,  petition  a  159 ;  order  passed  197 
Wooden  building :  corner  Elm  St.,  petition  a  193 ;  permit  255, 

c  257 
Crosswalk  :  at  Warren  sq.,  report  a  426 
Greenough  avenue  — 

Sidewalks  :  order  passed  a  276 
Claims:  personal  injuries  a  700 
Greenough,  Malcolm  S.,  councilman  (ward  9) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:    committee    on    rules    aud    orders    of   common 
council  3 ;  joint  rules  and  orders  3 ;  Mystic-valley  sewer 
25 ;  water  27  ;  improved  sewerage  27 
Elected  committee  on  finance  10 
Remarks : 

Joint  rules  and  orders  8,  25,  74 

Joint  committee  16,  19 

Dumping  snow  on  common  IS 

Special  adjournment  18 

Mystic-valley  sewer  49,  562 

Waste  of  water  50 

Hot  dinners  for  employes  on  improved  sewerage  62 

Invitation  to  public  meeting  relating  to  Irish  affairs  76 

Elevated  railroads  and  rapid  transit  77 

Discontinuance  of  Mystic- water  supply  86 
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Marcella-street  Home  85,  130 
Representation  in  the  council  from  ward  22, 108 
Extension  of  Harrison  avenue  ill 
A  question  of  privilege  125 
Appropriation  bill  148,183,190 
Dorchester-bay  tunnel  175 
School  appropriation  183 
Petition  of  John  Reardon  188 
Bummer  concerts  192 
Contract  of  Wm.  C.  Poland  &  Son  201 
Prince  school-house  yard  239 
Grand  .Junction  wharves  241 
Confirmation  of  water  commissioner  271 
Summer  vacation  477 

Solving  doubt  after  declaration  of  adjournment  482 
Salaries  of  city  oflieers  503.521,  539,  598,  752 
Storage-basin  So.  4,  505,  540 
Visit  to  Lake  Winuipiseogee  538,  566 
Change  of  seats  in  council  chamber  546 
Permits  for  wooden  buildings  561 
Pay  of  laborers  034 

Rules  and  orders  of  common  council  648 
Corliss  pnmping-engines  648,  724 
Steady  work  and  full  pay  for  laborers  650 
Mystic  pumping-station  651 
Impurity  of  water  supply  683 
Extension  of  D  si.  68G 
Stamford  st.  688 

Water  supply,  $55,000,  balance  of  appropriation  749 
Cleansing  Sudbury -river  basins  760,  799 
Public  parks,  792,' 828 
Arnold  arboretum  796 
Widening  Kneeland  street  819 
Extra  high-service  water  supply  870,  896 
Additional  appropriation  for  public  buildings  873 
Annual  dinner  895 
Greenville  street — 

Stepping  stone  :  No.  19,  petition  a  247 
Greenwich  place  (Dorchester) — 

Sewer  :  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 
Abatement  and  assessment  a  180 
Greenwich  place  (ward  24)  — 

Stable  :  petition  a  549  ;  permit  593 
Greenwich  Btreet  (Dorchester)  — 
Gravelling:  petition  a  390 
Plank  walk  :  petition  a  803 
Greenwood  avenue — 

Sewer:  report  and  order  notice  a  C45;   hearing  652;  order 
J  669 
Greenwood  street — 

Discontinuance,  communication  referred  a  357;  notice  of  call 
for  report  c  389;  report,  discontinuance  confirmed  a  499 
Gregg,  Washington  P. — 

Elected  clerk  of  common  council  3 
Griffin,  James  II. — 

Supt.  of  hay-scales,  resignation  a  549 
Griffin,  Martin- 
Appointed  inspector  of  milk  a  82 
Griffin,  Martin  J.— 

Appointed  assistant  superintendent  of  Chelsea  (North)  bridge 
a  786 
Griffin,  Patrick  F. — 

Nominated  and  elected  director  of  East  Boston  ferries  a  120, 
c  122,  a  132 
Griffith,  Henry- 
Appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  255,  c  257 
Griggs,  John  II.— 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  111,  a  116 
Grimes  street— 

Kdgestones,  sidewalks  :  petition  a  159 

Grading,  gravelling,    edgestones,  gutters,   sidewalks,    order 
passed  a  574 
Joseph  It. — 
Sleeted  lirs!  assistant  assessor  c  111,  a  110 
Grove  Hall  — 

Coaches  :  to  Mt.  Hope  cemetery  and  Forest  Hills,  license  a211 
Grover,  Elbridge  II.  — 

179  Fourth  st.  (8.B.),drnggtet'a  mortar,  petition  a  390;  permit 
412 
Guild,  P..  F.  ttnl.— 

Passage-way  between  Commonwealth  av.  and  Newbury  St.. 
lamps,  petition  a  052;  report  890 
Guild.  George  K.  et  «/. — 

lit.  Vernon  st.  (W.E.),  gutters,  sidewalks,  petition  a  549 
Guild.  Henry,  et  al. — 

Amory  Bt.,  rear,  near  Codman  av.,  erection  of  building,  peti- 
tion c  BT] 
Guild.  James— 

West  Brookline  st.,  corner  of  Washington,  change  in  condi- 
tion of  deeds,  petition  c  328;  order  passed  a  342,  c  343 
Guild.  James  el  (d. — 

Washington  st.,  from  Cliff  to  Cedar  st.,  sprinkling,  petition 
a  247  ;   order  passed  270 
Gurney  street  (ward  22)— 

.  petition  a  32:  permit  50 
Bear  1419  Tremont  st.,  petition  a  82:  permk90 


Steam-engine:  petition   and   order  notice  a  52;   hearing  89; 

permit  101 
Wooden  addition  to  building:  near  Tremont  st  .petition a  68; 

permit  a  84,  c  86 
Track :  petition  a  449 
Gustin,  G.  H.  et  al. — 

Centre  av.  from  Centre   St.   to  Dorchester  so,.,  plank  walk, 

petition  a  132 

H  street — 

Edgestones,  gutters,  gravelling :  order  passed  a  295 
Sidewalks:  petition  a  422;  order  passed  456;   No.  184,  peti- 
tion a  468 ;  order  passed  485 

No.  182,  petition  a  733 
Hadley  street  (Charlestown)  — 

Grading,  etc. :  petition  a  229;  order  passed  254 
Sidewalk :  petition  a  390 
Hagar,  Eugene  B.,  councilman  (ward  10) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on  joint  rules  and  orders  3,  27;  ordi- 
nances 11;  judiciary  11;  claims  27;  Mystic-valley  sewer 

25 
Resignation  401 
Remarks : 

Joint  rules  and  orders  26,  98 

Publication  of  names  of  jurors  67 

Invitation  to  public  meeting  relating  to  Irish  affairs  75 

Extension  of  Harrison  av.  and  D  st.  112 

Petition  of  John  Reardon  114 

Appealed  tax  cases  183 

Appropriation  bill  190 

Charlestown  almshouse  199 

Contract  of  Wm.  C.  Poland  &  Son  203 

Homoeopathic  hospital  205 

Safeguards  against  fire  208 

Encroachments  upon  the  harbor  217 

Inspector  of  vinegar  246 

Commissioner  of  sinking  funds  257 

Pay  of  laborers  264 

Committees  and  pay  of  laborers  269 

Adjournment  for  lack  of  quorum  300 

Fixing  hour  of  adjournment  306 

City  Treasurer  324 

Removal  of  fences  from  public  squares  325 

Sundry  ordinances  326 

Sale  of  estate  37  Boylston  St.  328 

Investigation  of  police  commissioner  332 

Old  state  house  347 

Beacon-hill  reservoir  and  new  court-house  364 

Public  library  examination  366 

Superintendent  of  printing  380 
Hagar,  G.  W.  &  J.  B.  et  al.— 

Atlanticav.,  between  Central  and  State  sts.,  sidewalks,  peti- 
tion a  159;  order  passed  701 
Hagar,  John  M. — 

Alveston  st.,  near  Seaverns  av.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  709 
Hagerty  J.  et  al. — 

East  Eighth  st.,  between  M  and  N  sts.,  sidewalks,  edgestones, 

petition  a  483 
Haher,  N.  W.— 

5-7  Battery  St.,  lantern,  petition  a  881 
Hahn,  Edwin  II. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  68,  115 
Haldeman,  Cyrus  Sumrnerfield,  alderman — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Elected  :  committee  on  accounts  2 
Appointed:  committee  on  state  aid  2;   county  accounts  12; 

sewers  12;  city  hospital  12;  common,  etc.  12;  public  in- 
stitutions  12;  public  library  12;  surveyor's  department 

12;  topics  in  mayor's  address  14;  health  215;  fourth  July 

274;  charges  against  city  treasurer  011;    Webster   cen- 
tennial 804;  election  returns  843 
Remarks : 

Coasting  on  common  36 

Decoration  day  94,  336 

Homoeopathic  hospital  117 

Proposition  of  John  Reardon  119 

Charlestown  almshouse  141 

Contested  election  case  161 

Point  Shirley  railroad  209 

Corliss  pumping-engine  controversy  214,  295,  310,  659,  690 

Salaries  of  city  officers  253,  298,  302,  431,  491,  499,  582, 
610,  763 

Ventilation  of  aldermanic  chamber  255,  744,  805 

Fourth  of  July  293 

South  street  335 

Recount  of  votes  for  aldermen  339 

Stable  on  South  St.  358 

Gold  and  Stock  Telegraph  Co.  359 

Summer  concerts  3G2,  378,  519,  555 

Stable  on  K  St.  393 

Old  state  house  424,  453,  580,  589,  790,  812 

Pay  of  ferry  employes  451,  841 

Votes  of  thanks  fourth  of  July  456 

Liverpool-street  tracks  485 

Ballot-boxes  486,  512 
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i', ill,-,  protection  of  common,  etc.  4S7,  016 
C!,-i k-hlro  of  auditor  of  accounts  515 
Impurity  of  water  BUpply  550 
Paj  of  laborers  554,  615 
Restriction  of  oars  on  (lie  circuit  570 
Telephone  locations  575 
Charges  against  city  treasurer  811 
Public  parks  042,  716,  706 
Constables'  bonds  644 
Steady  work  and  full  limp  for  laborers  653 
Confirmation  of  constables  662 
Ybrktown  oelebration  669 
New  bridge  to  Charlestown  690,  843 
Limiting  municipal  expenditures  700 
Proposed  sewer  commission  733,  861 
City  solicitor  736 
Evening  high  school  737,  785 
East  Boston  ferry  toils  776 
Additional  water  supply,  $55,000  balance  7S0 
Warrants  tor  municipal  election  782 
Paying  city  employes  at  Christmas  804 
Election  returns  S63,  892 
Underground  wires  SSS,  915 
Brighton  park  804 
Arrest  of  David  Mooney  912 
Recount  of  aldermanic  vote  917 
Hale,  George  et  al. — 

Petition    that    Cazenove  place    be    called    Cazenove    street 
a  390 
Hale,  Lucretia  P.  et  al. — 

North  Bcunct  St.,  use  of  ward-room  for  cooking-school,  peti- 
tion a  803 ;  referred  c  848,  a  855 
Hale,  Robert- 
Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  115 
Hall,  Alfred  A.— 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  115 
Hall,  Andrew — 

239  Lexington  St.,  6idewalk,  petition  a  639 
Hall,  Emma  F.  guardian — 

Petition  that  conditions  in  deed  to  Alonzo  Dexter  be  changed 
a  623;  order  passed  a  658,  c  663 
Hall,  George  E.— 

Washington  st.  (ward  24),  grade  damages,  petition  a  422 
Hall,  H.  F.  &  C.— 

East  Lenox  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  733;  order  passed  775 
Hall,  H.  P.— 

Northampton  St.,  paving,  petition  a  229 
Hall,  Horatio  G.— 

155-159   Beach  St.,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order    notice 
a  22;  hearing  82;  permit  94 
Hall,  Joseph  P.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Hail,  Luther  &  Co.— 

Orleans  st.,  corner  Webster  st.  (ward  2),  woooden  addition 
to  building,  petition   a  589;   leave  to   withdraw  a  890, 
c  S95 
Hall,  Oliver  &  Son  et  al.— 

Adams  st.  (ward  24),  sprinkling,  petition  a  132;  order  passed 
341 
Hall,  Thomas — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Hall,  Thomas  and  H.  P.— 

Harrison  av.,  corner  Lenox  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  733 ;  order 
passed  775 
Hall  &  Whipple— 

Payment  of  $3.15  authorized  a  15,  c  16,  28 
Court  sq.  and  Cornhill  court,  electric  lights,  permit  a  341 
Hallahan,  William — 

Commercial    st.   and    Foster    pi.,  grade    damages,    petition 

a  855 
Foster  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  789 
Halleck  street  (ward  22) — 

Stable  :  No.  118,  petition  a  56S,  permit  587 
Wooden  building:  near  Station  St.,  addition,  petition  a  855 
Halleck,  T.  E.— 

"  Halleck's  Alhambra,"  City  Point,  amusement  license,  petition 
a  273;  license  granted* 295 
Hallen,  A.— 

Cambridge  St.  (ward  4),  wooden  addition  to  building,  petition 
a  783 
Halloran,  Timothy — 

Greenwich  place  (ward  24),  stable,  petition  a  549;  permit  593 
Hamilton  street — 

Steam-engine:  No.  14-16,  petition   and  order  notice  a  580; 
hearing  608 ;  permit  631 
Hamlin,  Joseph  P. — 

Elected  representative  747 
Hammond  avenue  (ward  8) — 

Change  of  name,  remonstrance  a  68 
Hammond,  James — 

Lcverett  St.,  sewer  abatement,  order  passed  a  889 
Hammond,  James  et  al. — 

Lcverettst.,  sewer,  petition  to  lower  to  Minot  St.,  a  422,  report 
and  order  for  hearing  455 ;  hearing  468 ;  order  passed  488 
Hammond,  Stephen,  ct  al. — 

Dudley  st.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  690;  order  passed  721 


Hampden  street — 

>Steam-engines:  Nos.  9-11,  hearing  a  247,  permit  277 

No.  S3,  permit  a  721  ;  hearing  783;  permit  838 
Highland   R.R.  location:  petition  a  639;   report  and  order 
notice  668 ;  hearing  709  ;  order  passed  807 
nancock  street — 

Sewer  abatements,  orders  passed  a  889 
Hancock  square  (Charlestown) — 

Sewer :  report  of  cost  referred  a  33 

Steam-engine  :  No.  14,  petition  and  order  notice  a  309 ;  hearing 

369 ;  permit  394 
Lamp-posts  :  at  Monument  Hall,  petition  a  593;  permit  631 
Crosswalk,  petition  a  677 ;  report  701 
Lamp-post  andcurb,  petition  a  912 
Hancock  street  (Dorchester)  — 

Sewers  :  extension,  petition  a  68 

Between  Trull    st.  and  Everett  av.,   report  and    order 

notice  a  170;  hearing  178;  order  passed  197 
Between  Commercial   st.  and  Downer  av.,    report  and 

order  notice  a  197  ;  hearing  209 ;  order  passed  210 
Reports  of  cost  referred  837,  855 
Hanover  street — 

Electric  lights  :  No.  136,  petition  a  309 ;  permit  341 
No.  396,  petition  a  783;  permit  789 
No.  1-7,  petition  a  733;  permit  775 
No.  130,  permit  a  789 
Corner  Court  St.,  permit  a  837 
Druggist's  mortars :  corner  Washington  St. ,  petition  a  352 ;  per- 
mit 376 
Corner  Battery  St.,  permit  a  669 
No.  390,  petition  a  783 ;  permit  789 
Sign  :  No.  247,  petition  a  639 

Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires,  permit  a  888, 
913 
Hanson,  Catherine  — 

Harrison  av.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  193 
Hanswith,  John — 

Ohampney  St.,  lamps,  report  a  890 
Harbor — 

Joint  standing  committee  a  12,  c  27 
Ice  in  South-bay  channel  a  15,  c  16,  a  20,  c  46,  a  52 
Removal  of  ice,  additional  appropriation  a  70,  c  74,  a  83,  c  86 
George  F.  Gould,  appointed  harbor  master  a  82 
Prison-point  flats,  communication  from  board  of  health,  re- 
ferred a  120;  order  to  petition  for  extension  of  time  for 
filling  a  120,  c  122 
Extension  of    Grand    Junction    wharves,    remonstrance  of 
Boston  Marine    Society  referred    a    193;  report,   order 
passed  a  211;    amended  c  217;   adherence,   resolves  of 
Boston  Commercial  Exchange  a  229 ;  subject  referred  to 
committee  on  harbor  c  239,  a  254 
Apple  island,  proposed  lease,  order  referred  a  51S,  c  521 
Assistant  harbor  master,  message  from  mayor  referred  a  549 ; 
report,  order  passed  a  572;  referred  c  577;   order   to 
petition  passed  a  580,  c  594 
Bridge  over  Charles  river,  petition  of  Cambridge  a  8S1 
Harbor- View  street — 

Lamps,  petition  a  763 
Harding,  W.  R.— 

159  West  Chester  park,  sidewalk,  order  passed  a  295 
Harding,  William  L.,  councilman  (ward  3) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on  common  27;  seventeenth  June  96 
Hardy,  Alpheus  et  al. — 

Joy  St.,  near  Beacon  St.,  sewer,  petition  a  404;  report  and 
order  for  hearing  455 ;  hearing  46S ;  order  passed  4SS 
Harkins,  Timothy  A.— 

Appointed  assistant  superintendent   of  Congress-st.  bridge 
a  786 
Harmon,  Ivory — 

551  East  Fifth  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  309,  order  passed  342 
Harrigan,  Jeremiah — 

Appointed  assistant  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  a  115 
Harriman,  George  B.  et  al. — 

Dudley  St.,  between  Howard  av.  and  Blue  Hill  av.,   cross- 
walks, petition  a  309 ;  order  passed  519 
Harrington,  John  C. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Harrington,  Samuel  et  al. — 

North  Bennett  St.,  paving,  petition  a  639 
Harris,  Charles — 

Nominated  and  elected  superintendent  of  streets  a  70,  c  74 
Harris,  Francis  A.,  medical  examiner — 

Reimbursement  for  expenses  incurred  in  discharge  of  official 
duty,  petition  a  623 
Harris,  George  W. — 

Appointed  assistant  sr.p't  of  Warren  bridge  a  786 
Harris,  Samuel  T. — 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Harris,  William — 

Howard  St.,  at  Howard  Athenceum,  electric  light,  petition 

a  568 ;  permit  5S7 
Howard  Athenaeum,  license  granted  a  573 
Harris  street — 

Paving,  etc.,  between  Hanover  and  North  sts.,  petition  a  449; 
order  passed  617 
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Harrison  avenue — 

Druggist's  mortar,  No.  102,  corner  Kneeland  St.,  petition  a 20; 

permit  M 

Extension:    request   of  street  commissioners  referred  c  87; 

reports e 99;  assigned  c  112:  accepted  and  referred  to 

finance  committee  c  128,  a  132;  report,  accepted  c  149, 

a  159;  resolve  and  order  from  commissioners  referred 

i'  put,  resolve,  and  order  passed  c  420;  laid  on 

table  a  423 ;  suspension  of  rule  refused  c  441 ;  resolve 

and  order  passed  a  456 

Grade  established  between  Essex  and  Bedford  sts.,  order 

passed  -■'  47:5 
Damages  a  5!) I,  630,  690 
Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  82,  193,  210,  c  217 
Telegraph   poles:  corner   Worcester   bc[.,  removal,  petitions 
a  Kid,  209 
At  Nos.  547-649,  removal,  petition  a  115 
Accommodations  for  primary  classes,  request  of  school  com- 
mittee a  132 
Nuisance:  between  Brookline and  Newton  sts.,  petition  c  176; 

report  c  3S4,  a  390 
Sprinkling:    from    Northampton   st.  to    "Warren    St.,   order 

passed  a  21 2 
Paving:  between  East  Chester  park  and  Northampton  St., 
order  passed  a  455 
Between  Union  Park  st.  and  Maiden  st.,  petition  a  483; 

order  passed  558 
Between  Newton  and  Maiden  sts.,  petition  a  593 
Use  of  Met.  K.Ii.  tracks  by  South  Boston  R.R.  Co.,  petition 

a  549 
Telephone    pole:   near   East  Springfield  st.,  petition  a  623; 

permit  07:1 
Gas  light :  Xo.  642,  petition  a  667;  permit  680 
Sidewalks  :  corner  Lenox  st.,  petition  a  733;  order  passed  775 
Harrison,  Samuel  J.,  councilman  (ward  4) — 
Special  election,  report  a  747 
Certificate  of  election  presented  c  748 
Qualified  and  admitted  c  748 
Hart,  Patrick — 

Sprinkling  streets  in  Dorchester,  petition  a  82;  report  180 
Appointed  public  weigher  alio 
Hart.  Thomas  X.,  councilman  (ward  18) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:   committee  on  disposition  of  topics  in   mayor's 
address  4;  city  registrar's  department  27;   treasury  de- 
partment 27;  public  parks  27;  bonds  city  officers  436; 
old  stale  house  436;  Arnold  arboretum  673 
Elected:  committee  on  finance  10  (chairman  33) 
Remarks : 

Joint  rules  and  orders  5,  26 
Courtesies  to  distinguished  visitors  17 
Mystic-valley  sewer  49 

Extension  of  Harrison  av.  and  D  street  112 
Appropriation  bill  148,  189 
Woodward  defalcation  157,  502 
Sinking  fund  commissioner  258 
Marcella-street  Home  268 
Prince  school-house  yard  287 
Fourth  of  July  300 
Fixing  hour  for  adjournment  305 
City  treasurer  322 

Investigation  of  police  commissioners  331 
Sale  of  estate  37  Bovlston  st.  350 
Old  state  house  418,  436 
Paying  employes  outside  of  city  hall  435 
Salaries  of  city  officers  437,  476',  5U4,  521,  538,  601,  754 
Public  parks  462,  7'J2,  829 
Salaries  of  ferry  employes  467 
Requesting  return  of  order  relating  to  parks  481 
Supplementary  reading  for  the  public  schools  508 
Summer  concerts  510 
Change  of  seats  in  council  chamber  500 
Contingent  fund  of  common  council  604 
Evening  nigh  school  0B5 
Corliss  pumping-eugines  649,  724 
Extension  of  1)  st.  687 
Site  for  citv  building,  Back  Bay  748,  799 
Arnold  arboretum  795,  869 
Widening  Kneeland  st.  818 
Muddy  river  Improvement  sti 
Limitation  of  municipal  expenditures  872 
Additional  appropriation  lor  public  buildings  873 
Annual  dinner  895 
Hart,  William  II.— 

Ninth   st..   near  If.   at,    (ward    14),   stable,    petition   a   836; 
permit  308 
Hartford  street  (Dorchester) — 

Sewer:   report   and  order  notice  a  294;  hearing  309;  order 
passed  :;41 ;  report  of  cost  referred  855 
Ilarlnett,  John  — 

d  second  assistant  assessor  c  172,  a  179,  c  182    a  195 
e  108 
Harvard  avenue  (ward  25;  — 

Sewer:  between  Cambridge  st.  and  Brighton  av.,  petition 
a  193;  report  and  order  notice  210;  bearing  229;  order 
passed  2'J4;  report  of  cost  referred  837 


Telegraph  poles :  permit  a  276 

Stable  :  near  Brighton  av.,  petition  a  309 ;  permit  340 
Lamps  :  near  engine-house,  petition  a  309;  reports  890 
Crosswalks  :  corner  Brighton  av.,  petitions  a  352 ;  report  376 
Corner  ( Cambridge  st  ,  petition  a  309 ;  report  394 
Harvard  street  (ward  22)  — 

Stable  :  Xo.  17,  petition  a  511 ;  permit  557 
Sewer:  between  Washington  St.,  and  Harrison  av.,  petition 
a  881 ;  order  passed  B89 
Harvard  street  (ward  24) — 
Sewer :  petition  a  209 
Grading,  etc. :  petition  a  352 
Harwich  street — 

Between  Dartmouth  and  Yarmouth  sts.,  temporary  closing, 

permit  a  24 
Temporary  closing:  petition  a 404;  permit  426 

Petition  a  652 
Edgestones  :  petition  a  404;  order  passed  428 
Sidewalks  :  petitions  a  SOS;  orders  passed  591 
Building  with  cellar  below  grade:  petition  a  855;  report 887 
Haskell,  Allen- 
Appointed  public  weigher  a  404 
Haskell,  F.  M.— 

Plank  crossing  from  Harbor  View  house  to  Q  St.,  petition  a  360 
Hastings,  D.  J.  Hal. — 

535  Washington  st.,  projecting  sign,  petition  a  51 
Hathaway,  Alonzo  B.  et  at. — 

Grimes  st.,  edgestones,  sidewalks,  petition  a  159 
Hathaway  sire  t  (ward  23) — 

Lamps  :  petition  a  209  ;  report  890 
Haven,  Franklin  et  at. — 

Huntington  av.  and  St.  Botolph  St.,  sewers,  petition  a  247 
Old  stale  house,  petition  c  343,  a  352 
Haven  Franklin  et  at.,  trustees — 

West  Newton  St.,  grading,  edgestones,  petition  a  639;  order 

passed  746 
St.   Botolph  and  Durham  sts.,  grading,  etc.,  petition  a  733; 
order  passed  837 
Haven,  H.  C. — 

Corner  Commonwealth  av.  and  Exeter  St.,  stable,  petition 
a  422 ;  permit  487 
Havre  street — 

Sidewalks:  at  No.  136,  petition  a  178;  order  passed  213 
Nos.  207-209,  petition  a  309 ;  order  passed  342 
No.  223,  petition  a  309 ;  order  passed  342 
No.  181,  petition  a  390;  order  passed  426 
No.  159,  order  passed  a  395 
No.  161,  order  passed  a  426 
No.  273,  petition  a  468;  order  passed  485 
No.  155,  petition  a  511 ;  order  passed  558 
No.  153,  petition  a  511 ;  order  passed  558 
No.  157,  petition  a  589;  order  passed  617 
No.  145,  petition  a  608 ;  order  passed  631 
No.  147,  petition  a  639 
XTo.  150,  petition  a  639 
Stable  :  No.  209,  petition  a  690 

Wooden  buildings:  movement  to  265  Bremmer  St.,  petition 
a  483;  permit  519 
Hawes,  Albert  O.,  sup't  of  Granite  bridge — 

Petition  in  favor  of  removal  a  709 
Hawkins,  Rufus  C. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  352 
Hawthorne,  Jacob  H. — 

Beverly  st.,  damages,  petition  a  32,  c  43 
Swett  st.  (ward  20),  stable,  petition  a  51;  permit  70 
Hawthorne  street — 

Lamp  :  petition  a  763;  report  915 
Hay- 

Jii-peetors  and  weighers  of  bundle  hay,  appointments  a  115, 
132,  193 
Hayden,  Horace  J. — 

Corner  O  and  Fifth   sts.,   primary  school-house  site,   order 
passed  for  payment  a  72,  c  74,  86 
Hayden  J.  C.  &  W.  li— 

First  st.,  foot  of  F.   St.  (ward    14),   stable,  petition  a  709; 
permit  745 
Hayes,  John  C.  et  at. — 

Kneeland  St.,    B.   &  A.  R.R.   tracks,   petition   for  removal 
a  855 ;  order  passed  a  887 
Hayford,  Howard  L.  et  at. — 

Thorndike  st.,  grading  etc.,  petition  a  733 
Haymarket  square — 

Claims:  corner  Cross  St.,  personal  injuries,  a51,o  58,  a  89, 

e  95 
Passenger   wagons :  from    Boston   &    Maine  R.R.  depot  to 
Rowe's,  India,  and    Litchfield's  wharves,  petition  a  82; 
license  211 
Crosswalk:  from  Washington  st.  to  Charlestown  St.,  petition 

a  132 
Melting  furnaces:  No.  5,  petition  a  289;  permit  313 
Electric  lights  :  at  Hampton  House,  petition  a  404;  permit  428 
Lighting  square,  petition  a  836 
Haynes,  Henry  M. — 

Appointed  public  weigherall5 
Hay  ward,  Samuel — 

4  May  st.,  furnace,  petition  a  468;  permit  485 
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Hay  ward  stvcel  - 

Sower :  petition  a  115 

lla/.el  street— 

Q  fading :  damages  a  132 
1 1      i  street  (Jamaica  Plain) — 

Grading:  order  passed  a  270 

Sewer:  petition  a  -104;  report  and  order  notice  412;  hearing 
4-JJ  ;  order  passed  4SS ;  report  of  cost  referred  837 

Edgestones;  petition  a  5S9;  order  passed  017 
Corner  Enfield  st.,  petition  a  052 
Ilazcltinc,  John  It.— 

567  Warren  st.,  tree,  removal,  petition  a  549 
Healths 

Joint  standing  committee  a  12, 17S,  c  27 

Lying-in  Hospital— see  Hospitals 

Sunt,  authorized  to  purchase  stock,  supplies,  etc.,  a  35,  c  43 

Milk— see  Milk 

Samuel  II.  Durgin  appointed  member  of  hoard  of  health 
a  247,  e  259 

Proposed  abolition  of  all  commissions  —  see  Commissions 

Material  for  anatomical  purposes,  petition  a  209 

Nuisance  on  vacant  land  between  Fifth  and  Seventh  sts. 
(S.B).,  c  307,  349,  a  352 

Nuisance  on  Cottage  St.  (E.  B).,  c  351,  a  352 

Public  vaccination,  virus  used,  order  requesting  information 
passed  a  434,  c  435;  report  a  471,  592;  indefinitely  post- 
poned c  594 

Pay  due  deceased  employe,  order  passed  a  373,  c  380 

Nuisance  in  Dorchester,  petition  and  order  referred  c  467; 
report,  referred  with  instructions  to  abate  c  477,  a  483; 
request  for  appropriation  referred  c  507 ;  report,  order 
ruled  out  of  order  c  540;  order  passed  c  595,  a  608 

Annual  report  of  board  of  health,  c  467 

Nuisance  on  easterly  side  of  Federal-st.  bridge,  order  referred 
c  421 ;  report,  referred  c  477,  a  483 

Nuisance  ou  Back  Bay,  order  referred  c  478;  report  a  668, 
c671 

Nuisance  corner  Bennington  and  Preseott  sts.,  petition  a  404 

Inspection  of  provisions ;  order  passed  c  578,  a  580;  report, 
order  to  petition  assigned  c  689;  passed  c  725,  a  736 

Flats  on  Beacon  St.,  and  in  Charlestown  district,  communica- 
tion from  board  of  health  referred  a  590 

Orleans-street  nuisance,  order  passed  c  637,  a  643 

South  Boston  fiats,  filling,  board  of  health  requested  to 
supervise  a  659,  c  663 

Bulbs  and  plants  for  cemeteries,  order  passed  c  665,  a  667 

Pay  of  employes,  order  referred  c  731 

Burial  permit,  complaiut  against  board  of  health  a  639;  re- 
ferred 681 ;  report  a  774,  c  792 

Pay  due  deceased  employe,  orders  passed  a  700,  c  703,  a  838, 
c  844,  910 

Prison  point  fiats,  communication  from  hoard  of  health  a  748 

House  offal,  Brighton,  order  passed  c  910,  a  913 
Healy,  John  P. — 

Nominated  and  elected  corporation  counsel  a  294,  c  300 
Hcaphy,  Timothy- 
Appointed   assistant    eup't    of   Mt.   Wasbington-av.   bridge 
a  786 
Hearn,  Thomas  H. — 

102  Harrison  av.,  corner  Kneeland  St.,  druggist's   mortar, 
petition  a  20;  permit  84 
Heath  place  (ward  22)— 

Extension  to  Walden  St.,  order  to  report  expense  a  429, 
c  435 

Name  of  part  changed  to  Meriden  St.,  a  557 ;  part  to  Arklow 
st.  a  704;  part  to  Uhner  st.  a  764 

Grade  damages  :  petition  a  549;  leave  to  withdraw  837 

Sewer:  between  Meriden  and  Walden  sts.,  report  aud  order 
for  hearing  a  586 ;  hearing  589;  order  passed  669,  721;  re- 
port of  cost  referred  855 

Stahles:  No.  12,  petition  a  677;  permit  721;  petition  a  836; 
permit  887 
Heath  street — 

Projecting  fence,  estate  of  Richard  Holmes,  order  for  re- 
moval passed  a  316,  c  322 

Relocation  :  order  passed  directing  commissioners  to  report 
cost  a  373,  e  3S0;  report  a  412;  referred  a  429;  order  re- 
ferred a  616 

Expense  of  grading,  macadamizing,  and  putting  in  order, 
order  passed  a  373 ;  report  590 

Sewer :  between  Heath  place  and  Parker  St.,  petition  a  5S9 
Heathfield,  N.  M.— 

Appointed  measurer  of  grain,  a  549 
Hemenway,  C.  A.  ct  al. — 

Lime  St.,  extension,  petition  to  put  in  order  a  568 
Henchman,  R.  R.  — 

Chambers  St.,   comer    Cambridge   st.    (ward  8),   druggist's 
mortar,  petition  a  334 ;  permit  376 
Hebard,  Sylvester  H.— 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Hemmenway,  Henry  C.  et  al. — 

Adams  St.,  at  Field's   corner  (Dorchester),  crossing,  petition 
a  733 ;  report  775 
Henchman  street — 

Sewer :  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 
Abatements  a  789,  790,  808 


Henderson,  A.  D. — 

Nominated    and    elected   superintendent  North   Beacon    St. 

bridge,  Western-av.  bridge  to  Watertown  a  235 
Hendry,  Sarah  W  — 

Hancock  st.  and  private  way,  sewer  abatement,  order  passed 

a8S9 
Hennessey,  Catherine — 

Pay  due  deceased  husband,  order  passed  a  254,  c  257 
Hennessey,  John  C. — 

Improved  sewerage,  compensation  for  injuries,  petition  c  46, 

a  52;  report,  order  passed  a  499,  c  503 
Henry,  Sarah  G. — 

Seventh  st.,  near  M  St.,  stable,  petition  a  273 ;  permit  294 
Hereford  st. — 

Sewer :  report  of  cost  referred  a  52 

Abatement  of  assessment  a  210 
City  building,  orders  passed   a   745;  assigned  c  748;  passed 
'  c  798 :  deed,  order  passed  a  890 
Hersey,  Charles  Henry,  alderman — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on   improved  sewerage;  2  steam-en- 
gines 12;  engineer's  department   12;  fire  department  12; 

Mt.  Hope,  etc.  12;  overseers  of  poor  12;  police  12;  public 

instruction  12 ;  treasury  department  12 ;  new  bridge    to 

Charlestown  30;  auditor's  estimates  117;  Fitchburg  rail- 
road 254;  boundary  lines  255;  fourth  July   274;  removal 

of  police  commissioners  335;  ballot  boxes  353 ;  salary  con- 
ference 611 ;  eulogy  on  President  Garfield  621 ;  Webster 

centennial  804;  election  returns  843 
Remarks : 

Ice  in  South-bay  channel  21 

Joint  rules  and  orders  22 

Contested  election  case  51,  71,  S4 

Representation  of  city  council  in  school  committee  52 

Heating  dinners  of  employes  84 

School  expenses  91 

Homoeopathic  hospital  117 

Safeguards  against  fire  134 

Petition  of  Benjamin  F.  Anthony  138, 160,  213 

Charlestown  almshouse  141 

Point  Shirley  railroad  209 

Corliss  puniping-engine  controversy  215,  296,    319,   660, 
691 

Salaries  of  city  officers  247,  297,  313,  362, 430, 400, 499,  581 , 
610,  763,  893 

Ventilation  of  city  hall  255 

Destruction  of  sugar  baskets  274 

Pay  of  mechanics  and  laborers  293,  498,  551,  572,  615 

City  treasurer  310 

Reservoir  building  and  new  court-house  316 

South  street  335 

Public  library  352,  396,  783 

Stable  on  South  st.  358 

Stable  on  K  st.  378,  393 

Old  state  house  409,  453,  500,  585,  590,  813 

Paying  city  emploves  outside  of  city  hall  452 

Pay  of  ferry  employes  449,  S39 

Erection  of  bridges  by  Boston  Sugar  Refinery  Co.  456 

Extension  of  Harrison  avenue  456 

Auditor's  bond  471 

Ballot  boxes  486,  512 

Police  protection  of  common,  etc.  487 

Public  parks  489,  549,  710,  765 

Water  from  Lake  "Winnipiseogee  516 

Impurity  of  water  supply  550,  741 

Sprinkling  streets  in  South  Boston  485 

Restriction  of  cars  ou  the  circuit  570 

Dover-street  crossing  573 

Telephone  locations  575 

Charges  against  city  treasurer  613 

General  meeting  of  citizens  614 

Death  of  President  Garfield  620 

Constables'  bonds  644 

Steady  work  and  full  time  for  laborers  655 

Portland  and  South  st.  widenings  67S 

Extension  of  D  St.  696 

New  bridge  to  Charlestown  698 

Limiting  municipal  expenditures  700 

Proposed  sewer  commission  735,  S61 

Improved  sewerage  contracts  77S 

Additional  water  supply,  $55,000  balance  780 

Ballots  for  school  committee  7S2 

Evening  high  school  785 

Paying  city  employes  at  Christmas  S04 

Obstruction  of  Water  St.,  by  wagons  808 

Muddy-river  improvement  809 

Abolition  of  commissions  860 

Election  returns  S63,  892 

Brush  electric  light  8S3 

Underground  wires  8S9,  913 

Arrest  of  David  Moouey  912 
Hersey,  Charles  W. — 

First  st.,  corner  of  C  St.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  309;   order 

passed  341 
Herter,  Robert — 

Appointed  constable  a  5S9,  630 


INDEX   TO    PROCEEDINGS    OF    CITY    COUNCIL. 


XXXVII 


Hewitt,  William  P.— 

Harwich  St  ,  temporary  closing,  petition  a  652 
Hcyl,  John  A. — 

Dst.,  sewer,  petition  a  193 

Hazel  st.  (W.R.),  sewer,  petition  a  404;   report  and  order 
notice  412;  hearing 422;  order  passed  4S8 
Hlckling,  William,  heirs  of— 

Essex  st.,  pay  for  land  taken,  petition  a  209;    order  passed 

315 
Essex- st.  extension,  sewer  abatement,  order  passed  a  839 
Hicks  Brothers — 

Hancoek  sq.  (Charlestown)  lamp-posts,  petition   a   593 ;  per- 
mit 631 
Hicks  Brothers,  et  al. — 

Hancoek  sq.,  lamp-post  and  curb,  petition  a  912 
Hicks,  H.E.  ft  al.— 

Alky  between  Union  park  and  Waltbam  st.,  lamps,  petition 
a  12 
Hicks,  John  T.  ft  al.— 

Main  st.  and  Hancock  sq.    (Charlestown)    crossing,   petition 
a  677  ;  report  701 
Hicks,  William  L. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Higgins,  Daniel — 

Appointed  inspector  of  lime  a  255,  c  257 
Higgius,  Rev.  M.  P. — 

Fourth  st.,  stone  flagging,  petition  a  309;  report  455 
Higginson,  F.  L.  et  al. — 

Newbury  St.,  near  West  Chester  park,  stable,  petition  a  247 ; 
permit  275 
High  street — 

Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires  :    permit  a  888, 
913 
High  street  (Charlestown) — 

Sewer :  between  Cordis  and  Pleasant  sts.,  order  passed  a  314 ; 
report  of  cost  referred  837 
High  street  (Dorchester)  — 

Sewer  :  petition  a  115 ;    report  and  order  notice  170 ;  hearing 
178;  order  passed  210;  report  of  cost  referred  837 
Highland  avenue — 

Sidewalk  :  No.  12,  order  passed  a  485 
Driveway  :  petition  a  60S 
Highland  lee  Co. — 

Gardner  st.,  near  Grove  st.  ,  ward  23),  erection  of  wooden 
building,  petition  c  245  ;  permit  a  255  c  257 
Highland  street — 

Edgeetones:  petition  a  639;  order  passed  701 
Highland  Street  Railway  Co. — 

Canal  st.  from  Haymarket  sq.  to  Causeway   St.,   tracks,  peti- 
tion a  s-2;  report  and  order  notice  142;  hearing  194;  per- 
mit 270 
Grove  Hall  to  Mt.  Hope  cemetery  and  Forest  Hills,  coaches, 

license  a  211 
Walnut  av.  and  Crawford  St.,  tracks,  petition  a  289;  report 

and  order  notice  314 ;  hearing  369  ;  order  passed  888 
Canal  St.,  location  accepted  a  294 
Washington  St.,  tracks,  extension  to  Ashland   st.  (ward  23), 

petition  a  589 
West  Newton   st.,  temporary   location,   and  stand  on  Hunt- 
ington av.,  petition  a  608 
Hampden  st.,  Northampton  st.  etc.,  location,  petition   a  639; 
report  and  order  notice  608;  hearing  709;  order  passed  807 
Northampton  st.,  location,  petition  a  709;  report  and  order 

notice  721;  hearing  783 
829  and  831  Shawmut  av.  (ward  19),  wooden  building,  erec- 
tion, petition  a  733;  report  and   order  a  862,   c   865,   911, 
a  912 
Blue  Hill  av.,  change  of  location,  report  and  order  notice  a  775; 

bearing  B36 
832  Shawmut  av.  (ward  19),  stable,  petition  a  803;  permit  838 
15th  and  16th  locations  accepted  a  912 
Highland  street  (ward  21) — 

Sprinkling:  petition  a  209;  order  passed  234 
Highland  street  (Dorchester)— 
Sewer  :  remonstrance  a  209 

No.  260,  addition  to  Marcella-st.  Home— see  Institutions. 
Highland  Park  street- 
Grade  damages  :  order  passed  a  394 
Hiland  &  Chessman— 

FaiKuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  cellars  19  and  20,  a  294 
Hill  &  Cooper— 

4i',  South  Market  st.,  awning  frame,  petition  a  247 
Hill,  Thomas  ]{.— 

245-247  Tremont  st.,  electric  light,  petition  a  483;  permit  518 
Hills,  George  H.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Hilton  Brothers  .v  Co.  it  al.— 

Examination  of  weights,  etc.,  petition  a  132 
Hill.  William  W.  ,1  „/.— 

East  and  Wet  Springfield  sts.,  telephone  poles,  remonstrance 
referred  a  395 
Hilton,  John  P.  councilman  (ward  5)  — 

Oatli 

Appointed:  committee  on  public  buildings  27;  salaries  27; 
survey  and  inspection  of  buildings  27;  new  bridge  to 
Charlestown  27 


Elected :  trustee  of  city  hospital  a  34,  c  44 
Remarks  : 

Old  state  house  383 
Salaries  of  city  officers  535 
Hinklcy  Locomotive  Co. — 

439  Albany  st.,  steam-engine,  permit  a  394 
Hitchcock,  A.  B.  et  al. — 

North  Beacon  St.,  at  Cambridge  st.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  526 
Hitchcock,  A.  L.  &  Co. — 

Lincoln  st.,  crossing,  petition  a  783;  report  837 
Hittinger's  wharf  (ward  5)  — 

Wooden  building :  petition  a  273 ;  permit  a  314,  c  322 
Hobiek,  Edward — 

Centre  st.  near  Cedar  st.  (ward  21),  erection  of  wooden  build- 
ing, petition  c  245;  permit  a  255,  c  257 
Hodgatc,  John  M. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
nodgc,  E.  &  Co.— 

160  Liverpool   st.   (E.  B.)   steam-engine,  petition  and  order 
notice  a  023;  hearing  667;  permit  681 
Hodges,  Danforth  C. — 

26  Perrin  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  352 ;  order  passed  376 ;  edge- 
stone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  404;  order  passed  426 
Hodgkins,  William  H. — 

Elected   clerk  of  board  of  directors  of  public   institutions 
a  273 
Hoffman  street — 

Grading :  petition  a  51 
Hoffman  street  (ward  23)  — 

Sewer  :  petition  a549,  report  and  order  for  hearing  557 ;  hear- 
ing 569,  order  passed  586;  report  of  cost  referred  837 
Holbrook  street — 

Sewer :  petition  a  483 
Holden,  Artcmas  R. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  111,  a  116 
Holden,  Franklin — 

Monadnock  st.  near  Bird  st.  (ward  20),  stable,  petition  a  273, 
permit  294 
Holden  street — 

Lamps  :  report  a  890 
Holland,  Daniel  J.— 

Elected  supt.  Mt.  Washington-ay.  bridge,  c  111,  a  118 
Holland,  William  A.— 

Howard  St.,  near  Myrtle  st.  (ward  20),  stable,  petition  a  229 
Holley,  Joseph — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Hollis,  Gen.  W.  et  al.— 

North  Brighton,  public  scales,  petition  a  580 
Hollis,  George  W. — 

Cambridge    St.,  near  Union  sq.   (ward  25),   stable,  petition 
a  733 ;  permit  774 
Hollis,  John  W.— 

Hollis  place  (ward  25),  lamps,  petition  a  652;  report  890 
Elected  representative  a  747 
Hollis,  John  W.  et  al.— 

Cambridge  st.  (ward  25),  bridge  across  tracks  of  Boston  & 

Albany  R.R.  Co.,  petition  a  12 
Cambridge  St.,  sewer  to  Brighton  av.,  petition  a  193;  report 
and  order  notice  210 ;  hearing  229 
Hollis,  J.  W.  et  al.— 

Western  av.  at  Waverley  St.,  crosswalks,  petition  a  690;  re- 
port 775 
Hollis  place  (ward  25) — 

Lamps  :  petition  a  652 ;  report  890 
Holman,  Ora — 

395  Medford  St.,  ward  13,  stable,  petition  a  273;  permit  294; 
(ward  4) ,  stable,  petition  a  511 ;  leave  to  withdraw  557 
Holmes,  Anna  L. — 

31  Edinboro  st.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  20,  c  25 
Holmes,  Richard — 

Heath  St.,  projecting  fence,  order  for  removal  passed  a  316, 
c322 
Holthaus,  Henry,  executor — 

Shawmut  av.,  and  Middlesex  St.,  release  of  conditions  in  deed 
of  estates,  petition  c  57,  a  68 
Home  for  aged  women— 

504-506  East  Eighth  St.,  sidewalk  assessment  a  83 
Hooker,  Henry  B.  and  Arthur  W.  Tufts — 

Broadway  extension,  $84107.50  damages,  a  412 
Hoops  and  staves- 
Culler  appointed  a  255,  c  257 
Hoosac  Tunnel  Dock  and  Elevator  Co. — 

Damon's,  Hittinger's,  and  Tudor's  wharves  (ward  5),  wooden 

buildings,  petition  a  273;  permit  a  314,  c  322 
63  Water  St.,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice  a  623 ; 

hearing  667  ;  permit  681 
Water  st.  (Charlestown),  substitution  of  driveway  for  edge- 
stones  and  sidewalk,  permit  a  789 
Hopkins,  George  1'. — 

Corner  Yeoman  and  Hampden  sts.,  druggist's  mortar,  petition 
a  209,  report  231 
Hosea,  Samuel,  jr. — 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  115 
Appointed  weigher  of  coal,  a  390 
Hosley,  Henry  E.,  councilman  (ward  15)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
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Appointed :  committee  on  city  hospital  27 ;  claims 27 ;  teller  C80 
Remarks: 

Annual  dinner  S95 
Hosmer,  Sarah — 

Levorett  si.,  sewer  abatement,  order  passed  a  889 
Hospitals — 

Union  park,  remonstrance  a  68;  prohibited  210 
Oity  Hospital— 

Joint  standing  committee  a  12  e  27 

Trustees  nominated  ami  elected  a  34,  c  44,  a  209,  c  217  ;  res- 
ignation a  337;  refused  a  359;  order  for  nomination 
assigned;    opinion    of   corporation    counsel   c   547; 
nomination  and  election  c  637,  a  643 
Topic  in  mayor's  address  referred  c  80  a  82 
Collection  of  charges  by  overseers  of  poor,  c  207,  a  210 
Ambulance  for  East  Boston,    petitions  referred  c  306; 

report,  order  passed  e  402,  a  405 
Taking  land  on   East  Chester  park,  Albany  and    East 
Springfield  sts.,  order  to  petition  referred  c  351;  re- 
port, order  to  purchase  referred  c  665 
Annual  report  a  517 
Iron  fence,  order  passed  c  910,  a  913 
Lying-in  hospitals — 

At  9  Kendall  St.,  petition  a  32;  permit  69 
At  22  Chester  eg..,  petition  a  68;  remonstrance  82;  with- 
drawal of  petition  100 
At  23  Indiana  place,  petition  a  100  ;  leave  to  withdraw  120 
AtNo.4  Ferdinand  St., petition  a  449;  license  granted 490 
1  Northampton  place,  petition  a  623;  referred  60S;  license 
668 
Massachusetts  Ilomneopathic  Hospital — 

Report  on  grant  of  land  a  101;  order  passed  a  116;  as- 
"   signed  c  122,  155 ;  passed  c  204,  225 
Children's  Hospital — 

Corner  Huntington  av.  and  Camden  St. :  sewer,  petition 
a  115 ;  report  and  order  for  hearing  488 ;  hearing  511 ; 
order  passed  557 
Petition  for  leave  to  establish  institution  a  159 ;  report, 
order  passed  a  231 
Houghton,  Annie  M. — 

18  Perriu  St.,    edgestone,    sidewalk,    petition    a  209;  order 
passed  234 
Houghton  &  Dutton — 

55  Tremont  St.,  electric  lights,  petition  a  803;  permit  837 
Houghton,  H.  J.  &  Co.— 

118  Halleck  St.  (ward  22),  stable,  petition  a  568;  permit  587 
Houghton,  Joseph — 

18  Perrin  st.  (ward  21),  stable,  petition  a  193;  permit  211 
Houlihan,  Michael — 

Grievance  against  police,  petition  a  356;  referred  with  request 
for  hearing  a  4S9,  c  503 
Houston,  James  H. — 

Maple  st.  (Roxbury),  edgestones, petition  a  178;  order  passed 
376 
Hovey,  Solomon,  Jr. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Howard  avenue  (ward  20) — 

Stable  :  near  Brook  av.,  petition  a  247 ;  permit  375 
Howard,  James  M.  F. — 

Methodist  Episcopal  church  concert,  license  a  275 
Howard,  John — 

Elected  supt.  Maiden  bridge  c  111  a  118 
Howard,  Maria  C,  lessee — 

Harrison-av.  extension,  damages,  petition  a  690 
Howard  street  (ward  20) — 

Stable  :  near  Myrtle  St.,  petition  a  229 
Howard  street — 

Electric  lights  :  at  Howard  Athenaeum,  petition  a  568 ;  permit 

587 
Corner  Somerset  St.,  petition  a  568 ;  permit  587,  862 
Howe,  George,  heirs  of — 

64  Devonshire  St.,  steam  boiler,  petition  a  390 ;  permit  404 
Howes,  Theodore  L.,  trustee — 

Park  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  412 
Hoyt,  Eli- 
Saratoga  St.,  near  Winthrop  bridge,  stable,  petition  a  193; 
permit  211 
Hoyt,  Eli  W.— 

Saratoga  St.,  near  Riverside  St.,  erection  of  wrooden  buildings, 
petition  c  192;  permit  a  255,  c  257 
Near  Trumbull  st.   (ward  2),  wooden  building,  petition 
c  366;  permit  a  395,  c  397 
Hoyt,  James  A. — 

Appointed  assistant  supt.  of  Dover-st.  bridge  a  786 
Hubbard,  .lames  M. — 

Memorial  relating  to  public  library  referred  c  58,  a  68 ;  report 

e  6B5 
Marlborough  st.,  edgestones,  petition  a  568;  order  passed  590 
Hubbard  &  Blake- 
Main  st.,  rear,  near  Alford  st.  (ward  4) ,  steam-engine,  petition 
and  order  notice  a  52 ;  hearing  89 
Hubert,  Frank— 

12  Heath  place  (ward  21),  stable,  petition  a  677 ;  permit  721 
Hudson  street — 

Grade  established  :  near  Curve  st.,  a  376,  519 
Petition  for  moderate  grade  a  413 


Hucboncr,  Albert  W. — 

Granite  bridge,  Neponset,   appointment  as   superintendent , 
petition  in  favor  a  709 
Hughes,  Maria — 

Porter  st.  (ward  23),  edgestone  abatement;  petition  a  5S9 
lluhn,  Eliza  J. — 

Salutation  St.,  edgestones,  sidewalks,  petition  a  549 
Hull  street- 
Post  :  near  Commercial  St.,  petition  a  229 ;  permit  254 ;  petition 
a  549;  permit  574 
Humphrey,  Simon  P. — 

69  Bower  st.  (ward  21),  stable,  petition  a  677;  leave  to  with- 
draw 916 
Humphreys  street — 

Grading,  gutters  :  pelition  a  68 
Sprinkling :  order  passed  a  276 
Hmmcwell,  James  F. — 

Donor  of   volume  of  Charlestown   church   records,  vote  of 
thanks  c  5S  a  68 
Hunnewell,  AV. — 

261  Commonwealth  av.,  sidewalk,  petitiona667;  order  passed 
701 
Hunt,  Rachel  H.— 

Roxbury  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  c  58,  a  68 
Hunt,  Samuel  C. — 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Hunt,  William  P.  et  al.— 

Grampian  way,  grading,  etc.,  petition  a  178 
Water  St.,  from  Congress  to  Kilby  St.,  paving,  petition  a  309 
Huntington  avenue — 

Extension :  communication  of  street  commissioners  referred 
c  87 ;  resolve  and  order  assigned  c  302 ;  passed  c  325  a  335 
Grading :  petition  a  334,  order  passed  357 
Land  damages  a  4S8,  808 
Tracks  :  to  West  Chester  park,  report  and  order  notice  a  83; 

hearing  116;  order  passed  142 
Sewers,  corner  Camden  St.,  petition  a  115 ;  report  and  order 
for  hearing  488 ;  hearing  511 ;  order  passed  557 
Petition  a  247 
Children's  hospital :   corner  Camden  St.,  petition  of  trustees 

a  159;  report,  order  passed  231 
Sprinkling :  from  Boylston  st.  to  West  Chester  park,  order 

passed  a  212 
Plank  walk  :  from  railroad  bridge  to  Chester  park,  petition 

a  247  ;  order  passed  574 
M.  R.R.  location :  between  West  Chester  park  and  Parker 

St.,  petition  a338 ;  permit  558 
Land  junction  of  Boylston  St.,  laying  out  as  public  park — 

see  Parks 
Edgestones  :  petition  a  511 ;  order  passed  574 

Corner  West  Newton  St.,  petition  a  783;  order  passed  807 
Brick  and  plank  wTalks  :  petition  a  549 ;  order  passed  574 
Telephone  poles :  between  Boylston  st.  and  Rogers  av.,  peti- 
tion a  549 ;  permit  a  575 
Lamp-posts  :  petition  a  580;  permit  591 

Mass.  Charitable  Mechanic  Association,  license  granted  a  590 
Highland  R.R.  stand  :  petition  a  608 
Transparency  :  petition  a  608 ;  permit  646 
Crossing:  at  Trinity  church,  petition  a  783;  report  837 
Sidewalks:   corner  West  Xewtou  St.,  petition  a  803;   order 
passed  837 
Huntress,  George  L.,  councilman  (ward  11) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  public  library  27  ;  claims  420;  ordi- 
nances 748 
Remarks : 

Confirmation  of  water  commissioner  244 
Inspector  of  vinegar  246 
City  treasurer  324 

Investigation  of  police  commissioner  331 
Salaries  of  city  officers  523,  756 
Evening  high-school  636 
Visit  to  inspect  Corliss  pumping-engines  648 
Steady  work  and  full  time  for  laborers  650 
City  solicitor  671,  6S2,  703 
Arnold  arboretum  792,  S52 
Motions  to  reconsider  S45 
Closing  offices  in  City  hall  846 
Joint  convention,  Mayor's  valedictory  849 
Hurley,  Michael — 

4  C  st.,  edgestones,  petition  a  549 ;  order  passed  574 
Hurley,  M.— 

4  C  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  652 
Hurlin,  William — 

27  Clarence  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  404;  order  passed  426 
Hussey,  Margaret  Ann — 

206  West  Third  St.,  sidewalk,  petitioma.369;  order  passed  395 
Hutcbins,  Luther — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Hutcbins,  Uriel  M. — 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  115 
Hutchinson,  Elvira  D. — 

Pay  due  deceased  husband,  petition  a  209;  leave  to  withdraw 
a  231 ,  c  238 
Hyatt,  Alpheus — 

Letter  on  fresh-water  sponge  a  771 
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Ilyde  Park,  town  of— 

Boundary  lines  a  255 
Hyde  Park  avenue — 

Retaining  wall:  petition  a  159 

Plank  walk  :  petition  a  178 ;  order  passed  270 

Plank  sidewalk,  etc. :  between  Walk  Ilill  and  Mt.  Hope  sts., 
petition  a  209 

Extension  to  Hyde  Park  line,  petition  a  309 

Grading,  etc. :  "petition  a  390 
Hyde  street  — 

Refunding  taxes:  petition  a  401;  leave  to  withdraw  a  745, 
c74S 

I  street— 

Sidewalks:    between    Broadway    and    Fourth    St.,    petition 
a   151 
Nos.  92-102,  petition  a  4(58 ;  order  passed  485 
Corner  Sixth  St.,  p»  tition  a  709 
Nos.  16  and  18,  petition  a  709 
Sprinkling:  between  Fifth  st.  and  Broadway,  petition  a  490 
Edgestones,  sidewalks :  petition  a  568;  order  passed  591 
Stable:  near   Sixth   St.,   petition  a  593;    leave  to   withdraw 
645 
Ingalls,  Frederic  P. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Improved  sewerage — see  Sewers 
India  street — 

Petroleum,  etc. :  No.  43,  a  235 
India  wharf — 

Passenger  wagons,  etc.— sec  Omnibuses 
Indiana  place — 

Lying-in  hospital :    at  No.  23,  petition  a  100 ;  leave  to  with- 
draw 120 
Ingersoll,  Kuth  H. — 

11  Jess  st.,  edgestone  assessment  a  94 
Inspection  of  buildings — see  Buildings 
Inspectors  of  ballast — see  Lighters 
Institutions,  public — 

Inspection  of  prisons,  etc. — see  County  of  Suffolk 

Joint  standing  committee  a  12,  c  27 

Directors  nominated  and  elected  a  33,  c  44, 156,  a  159,  c  173, 

a  180 
Charlestown  almshouse,  request  for  $2500  transfer  referred 
a  56,  c  58 ;  report,  order  passed  a  70,  c  74 
Communication  from  directors  recommending  discontin- 
uance referred  a  50,  c  58 ;  public  hearing  ordered  c  88, 
a  89;  reports,  order  passed  a  140;  assigned  c  144, 
17:;.  191;  order  passed  to  visit  c  102;  order  rejected 

Refitting  and  furnishing,  communication  from  directors 

referred  a  357  ;  report  a  395,  e  397 
Maintenance,  request  for  $7500  referred  a  428;  reports, 
orders  passed  a  574,  c  577,  a  500,  C  59.", 
Neglected  children,  ordinance  passed  a  56,  c  58 
Release  of  Clifton  F.  Parker  from  the  county  jail  a  56;  recon- 
sideration, laid  on  table  72;  report  accepted  a  103 
Topic  in  mayor's  address  referred  c  80,  a  82 
Marcella-st.  Home,  request  for  additional  estate  referred  a  84, 
c  86;  report,  referred  a  212,  c  217;  reports,  orders 
passed  c  267,  a  273,  c  509,  530,  a  550 
Greenwood  st. — see  Greenwood  st. 

Transfers  of  $8000  for  furnishing  buildings,  etc.  a  84,  c  86, 
a  93;  laid  on  table  e  95;  referred  c  154;  non-concur- 
remeal59;  adherence c  174,  a  179;  concurrence c  182; 
report,  order  passed  a  212;  laid  on  table  c  217 ;  passed 
269 
Erecting  new   buildings,   request   for  $11000  additional 
appropriation   referred  a  94;    investigation  ordered 
c  95;   amendment  a  100;  laid  on  table  c  107;  report, 
order  for  transfers  a  101,  c  1U8,  130;  referred  to  joint 
special  committee  c  154;  non-concurrence  a  159 ;  ad- 
berence  c  175;   concurrence  a  179;  report,  assigned 
<■  267  :  order  passed  c  269 ;  order  to  report  ordinance 
passed  c  285,  a  293 
Discontinuance  of   Greenwood    st.,   communication    re- 
ferred a  357 
Report  of  inspectors  of  prisons  referred  a  395 
Austin  farm,  telegraph  line  a  93,  142 
Petitions  for  pardon : 

James  McCartney,  release  refused  a  120 
Pauper  expenses,  request  for  $24000  to  pay  for  support  of 
pauper  women  in  State  institutions,  referred  a  140;  re- 
port, order  passed  a  168  c  174 
Resignation  of  directors  a  210,  230;  referred  c  230;  report, 

assigned  c  209  ;   resolve  passed  c  279,  a  293 
Notice  of  organization  of  directors  a  273 
Election  of  directors  C  270,  a  293,  e  300 
Annual  report  a  4S3 

Frederick  Merrill,  release  from  county  jail  a  472 
Deer  island,  water  supply,  communication  referred  a  518;  re- 

I     passed  a  574,  e  577,  a  590,  e  590 
John  J.  Sullivan,  release  from  county  jail  a  616 
Lunatic  asylum,  st*  am-heating,  request  for  additional  appro- 
priation referred  a  680 
Instruction,  public- 
Joint  standing  committee  a  12,  e  27 


Ireland — 

Invitation  to  meeting  at  Faneuil  nail  accepted  a  70;  substi- 
tute resolves  passed  c  75 ;  reconsideration  declared  re- 
fused c  80;  substitute  resolve  offered  and  assigned  c  86; 
indefinitely  postponed  c  96 
Resolves  of  sympathy  for  Ireland,  indefinitely  postponed 
c  126 
Irvin,  Samuel — 

Restrictions  in  conditions  of  deed  to  Anson  Dexter,  petition 
a  803 ;  order  passed  a  838,  c  844 
Irvine,  Margaret  A. — 

Fourth  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  89;    leave  to  with- 
draw a  197  c  198 
Island  street  (ward  20) — 

Stable  :  petition  a  273 ;  permit  594 

Jackson,  Charles  E.  et  al. — 

F  St.,  macadamizing,  crosswalk,  petition  a  549;  report  617 
Jackson,  Samuel  it  al. — 

Alden   pi.,  Jamaica  Plain,  lamp,  petition  a  549  ;  report  890 
Jackson,  Thomas — 

Cabot  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  652;  order  passed  721 
Jackson,  Thomas  A.— 

Nominated  and   elected  second  assistant  assessor  c  144,  172, 
a  179 
Jacobs,  A. — 

151  Court  St.,  electric  light,  permit  a  587 
Jacobs,  Bela  T. — 

Commercial  st.,  sewer  abatement  a  170 
Jacobs,  D.  H.  &  Son— 

96  and  98  Sudbury  St.,  steam-boiler,  petition  a  881;  permit 
916 
Jacobs,  Henry  et  al.— 

Corner  Nonautum  and  Market  sts.,  Brighton,  watering  trough, 
petition  a  229  ;  order  passed  a  340,  c  343 
Jacobs,  Jacob  et  al. — 

Walden  St.,  sewer,  petition  a  483;  report  and  order  for  hear- 
ing 586 ;  hearing  589 ;  order  passed  669 
Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Co.— sec  Water 
Jamaica  Pond  Ice  Co. — 

2241  Washington  St.,  loss  of  horse  in  catch-basin,  petition 
a  490 

Damages  to  horses,  petition  a  616 
Jamaica  street  (ward  33)  — 

Stable  :  near  South  St.,  petition  a  593;  permit  645 
Jaquith,  Edwin — 

School  st.  (ward  23),  personal  injuries,  petition  c  58  a  68 
Jeffries  Club — 

Sumner  St.,  petition  that  it  be  lighted  a  229 
Jeffcott,  T.  \\\— 

Pay  of  lost  coupon  authorized  c  800,  a  803 
Jenks,  Thomas  L. — 

Elected  president  of  board  of  directors  of  East  Boston  ferries 
a  294 
Jenks,  Thomas  L.  et  al. — 

North  Russell  St.,  paving,  petition  a  511 
Jenney,  John — 

Commercial  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  170 
Jenney,  Stephen  &  Co. — 

2  Central  wharf,  petroleum  and  coal  oils,  renewal  of  license 
a  170 

Second  St.,  same  a  170 
Jess  street — 

Edgestones  :  No.  11,  abatement  and  assessment  a  94 
No.  8,  abatement  and  assessment  a  473 
Jewett,  Nathaniel  M. — 

St.  Charles  St.,  stone  wall,  petition  a  178 

Columbus  av.,  B.  &  A.  R.R.  crossing,  conveyance  of  right  to 
occupy  land  a  213 

20-24  Cazenove  pi.,   edgestones,  sidewalks,  petition  a  369; 
order  passed  394 

Corner  Columbus  av.  and  Cazenove  place,  edgestones,  side- 
walks, petition  a  652 
John  A.  Andrew  street  (ward  23)  — 

Woodeu  building :  movement  from  Centre  St.,  petition  a  511 ; 
permit  557 
Johnson,  Charles  P. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Johnson,  George  S. — 

Curve  st.  (ward  12) ,  stable,  petition  a  273 ;  examination  by  fire 
commissioners  a  359,  378;  report  359;  remonstrance  378 ; 
recommittal  378 ;  permit  592 
Johnson,  Jennie  L. — 

Rear  056  Seventh  st.,  stable,  petition  a  273;  permit  294 

656  East  Seventh  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  667 
Johnson,  John  M. — 

Appointed  superintendent  South  Boston  scales  a  115 
Johnson,  Willard  L. — 

Johnson  pi.  (ward  24),  stable,  petition  a  334;  permit  358 
Johnson  place  (ward  24) — 

Stable:  petition  a  334;  permit 358 
Johnson  &  Young — 

Warren  bridge,  lease  of  building,  order  passed  a  171,  c  173, 183 
Jones,  Charles  A. — 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  certain  stalls  and  cellar, 
report  a  234 
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Jones  &  Cook— 

520  East  Second  St.,  erection  of  wood™  building,  petition 

c  L92 ;  ]H'rmii  a  255,  e  257 
Second  St.,  near  11  si.,  water-pipe,  order  passed  a  789 
Jones,  Edward  J. — 

Appointed  police  commissioner  a  115  c  122,  155 
Order  tor  removal  referred  e  330,  a  335 
Jones,  Edward  -1.  &c  R.  !S.  Covell,  executors — 

Faneuil   Hall  market,   transfer  of    certain  stalls  and  cellar, 
report  a  23  1 
Jones,  L.  11. — 

5-10-7  Dorchester  aw,  sidewalk,  petition  a  539 
Pleasant  st.  (ward  24),  sidewalk,  petition  a  589 
36,   3S,   and  40  Colony  St.,   edgestones,  sidewalks,  petition 
a  733 
Jones,  Thomas  G.  et  al. — 

Culvert  St.,  from  Cabot  to  Trcmont  sts.,  petition  to  put  in  or- 
der a  616 ;  order  passed  631 
Jones,  William  K. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Jordan,  James  C.  et  al. — 

Passage-way  from  Dartmouth  to  Exeter  sts.,  lamps,  petition 
a  763 
Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co. — 

450-472  Washington  St.,  and  Avon  St.,  electric  lights,  permit 
a  616;  petition  639;  permit  659 
Joslin,  Oilman — 

Enfield  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  412 
Joy  street — 

Sewer:  near  Beacon  St.,  petition  a  404,  report  and  order  for 
hearing  455 ;  hearing  468 ;  order  passed  488 ;  report  of  cost 
referred  837 
Stable  :  No.  39,  petition  a  733;  permit  774 
Judge,  Daniel — 

96  W.  Third  St.,  6idewalk,  petition  a  589 
Judiciary — 

Standing  committee  of  common  council  11 
Report  on  powers  of  city  council  c  97 
Judkins,  C.  S.  et  al. — 

K  and  Ninth  sts.,  crosswalks,  order  passed  a  295 
Judkins,  Ella  1<\— 

209  K  St.,  edgestone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  115;  order  passed 
295 
Jurors— see  County  of  Suffolk 

K  street — 

Edgestone,  sidewalk  :  at  No.  209,  petition  a  115 ;  order  passed 
295 

Sidewalk  :  corner  Ninth  St.,  petition  a  115 ;  order  passed  295 
At  Nos.  201,  205,  petition  a  178 ;  order  passed  295 

Stables :  at  No.  16,  petition  a  178 ;  permit  275 

Between  Eighth  and  Ninth  sts.,  petition  a  247 ;  report  358  ; 
permit  378,  393 

Crosswalk :  order  passed  a  295 

Edgestones  :  No.  211,  order  passed  a  295 

Tree :  No.  197,  removal,  petition  a  568 

Passenger    wagons :    to    excursion    boats,    licenses    granted 
a  573 
Kaiser,  Max— 

526  Dudley  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  709 

89  and  91  George  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  709 
Kaller,  Michael  J. — 

77  Baxter  St.,  edgestones,  order  passed  a  617 

77  Baxter  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  690 
Kallmann,  Marcus — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Kearsarge  avenue — 

Tree  :  No.  1 ,  removal,  petition  a  667 ;  report  701 
Keefe,  Maggie — 

Beacon  St.,  damages,  petition  c  46,  a  52 
Keenan,  Frank — 

Dover  St.,  edgestones,  abatement  a  94 
Keene,  Albert  A. — 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  stall  89  a  34 
Keene,  Alonzo — 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  stall  S9  a  34 
Keith,  David  B.— 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Keith,  F.  A.  et  al.— 

Blue  Hill  av.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  309;  order  passed  591 
Keith,  Francis  A.  et  al. — 

Blue  Hill  av.,  at  Woodbine  St.,  crosswalks,  petition  a  690 
Keith,  George  H. — 

Appointed  measurer  of  leather  a  568 
Keith,  Marcus  M.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  132 
Keith,  Koswell  P.— 

Appointed  measurer  of  upper  leather  a  115 
Kellett,  William  W.— 

Underground  shafting  from  256  Purchase  St.  to  175-179  Sum- 
mer St.,  petition  a  783;  order  passed  807 
Kellcy,  Bridget  et  al. — 

East  Lenox  St.,  lamps,  petition  a  247 
Kelley,  John — 

Commercial  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  170 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  247 


Kelley,  Stephen  P.— 

Appointed  constable  a  5S9,  630 
Kelly,  1).  D.— 

Complaint  against  a  constable,  referred  a  667 
Kelly,  D.  D.  et  al.— 

Liverpool-st.  line  of  cars,  petition  for  hearing  a  429;  order  for 
hearing  456;  hearing  483;  remonstrance  of  D.  D.  Kelly  776 
Kelly,  John  l<\— 

Nominated  and  elected  second  assistant  assessor  c  144,  172, 
a  179,  c  182 
Kellv,  Margaret — 

Henchman  st.,  sewer  abatement  a  790 
Kelly,  Michael- 
Monument  st.  (ward  3) ,  stable,  petition  a  12 ;  permit  211 

Near  Bunker  Hill  St.,  wooden  addition  to  building,  petition 
a  56S,  589 
Kelly,  Sabiua — 

Dorchester  av.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  549 ;  order  passed  574 
Kelly,  Thomas — 

Paving  department,  pay  for  injuries,  petition  c  303;  leave  to 
withdraw  536 
Kelso,  J.  G. — 

24  and  26  South  Eden  st.  (ward  24) ,  connection  of  wooden 
buildings,  petition  a  334;  permit  a  395,  c  396 
Kerne,  A. — 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  stall  No.  89  a  586 
Kemp,  James  A. — 

656  Dorchester  av.,  stable,  petition  a  273;  leave  to  withdraw 
721 

Kemp  St.,  lamps,  reports  a  890 
Kemp,  James  et  al. — 

Kemp-st.  sewer,  petition  a  82 
Kemp  street — 

Sewer:  petition  to  rebuild  a  82 

Lamps  :  report  a  890 
Kendall,  A.  A.— 

1  Victoria  St.  (ward  24),  stable,  petition  a  803;  permit  838 
Kendall,  Charles  C.— 

Nominated  and  elected  second  assistant  assessor  c  144,  172, 
a  179 
Kendall,  George  F. — 

418  Tremont  St.,  steam-engine,  hearing  a  449 ;  permit  557 
Kendall,  Salma — 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  115 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  589 
Kendall  street — 

Lying-in  hospital :  at  No.  9,  petition  a  32;  permit  69 
Kendrick  street — 

Widening :  petition  for  pay  a  783 
Kendrick  street  (Brighton) — 

Grading,  macadamizing :  from  Lake  St.  to  Newton  line,  order 
passed  a  357 
Kenilworth  street. — 

Grammar  school-house   site,  orders  passed  a  806;   assigned 
c833 
Keniston,  Jonathan — 

Border  St.  (ward  1),  stable,  petition  a  89;  permit  121 
Near  No.  297,  stable,  petition  a  56S;  permit  668 
Kenna,  James  W. — 

Terrace  St.,  corner  Cedar  st.  (ward  22),  stable,  petition  a  623, 
permit  658 
Kennedy,  George  G. — 

Liucoln-st.  widening,  $1592.50  damages,  order  passed  a  701 
Kennedy,  Henry  P. — 

Appointed  constable  a  568;  bond  approved  a  5S0 
Kenney,  James  W. — 

Terrace  St.,  near  Cedar  St.  (Roxbury),  steam-engine,  petition 
and  order  notice  a  804;  hearing  SSI 
Kenney,  John — 

Nominated  and  elected    weigher  and  inspector  of  lighters 
a  180,  c 182 
Kenney,  Patrick — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Keyes  street  (ward  23)— 

Stable:  No.  113,  petition  a  S03;  permit  83S 
Kidder,  II.  P.  it  al.— 

Act  relating  to  elections,  Bacon's  ballot-box,  petition  a  353 
Kidder,  Winlhrop  M.  el  al. — 

Liverpool  st.,  M.  R.R.  cars,  petition  for  hearing  a  607 
Kidney,  Charles  J. — 

Nominated  and  elected  second  assistant  assessor  c  144, 172, 
a  179 
Kidney  &  Libby — 

Summer-st.,  driveway  of  Boston   Sugar  Refinery,  removal  of 
trees,  permit  a  142 
Kilby  street — 

Crosswalk  :  No.  20,  petition  a  229 

Paving:  petition  a  309;  order  passed  357 
Kilduff,  Sarah— 

602  Tremont  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  100 
Killam,  John — 

Minden  St.,  lamps,  report  a  S90 
Killion,  John  J. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Kimball,  Corinne — 

Permit  to  appear  at  Oakland  Garden  a  557 


INDEX    TO    PROCEEDINGS    OF   CUV    COUNCIL. 


XLI 


Kimball,  Moses— 

Park  sq.,  enclosure  of  ground,  petition  a  209 
Kimball,  Theodore  G.  ft  al.— 

St.  Charles  St.,  new  houses,  remonstrance  a  193 
Kins;,  Ann— 

208    West    Third    St.,    sidewalk,    petition    a    404;     order 
passed  42C 
King,  Edward  A.  et  al.— 

Shuwinnt  av.,  between  West  Brookline  St.  and  Chester  sq., 
paving,  petition  a  652 
King.  George  A. — 

Nominated  and  elected  second  assistant  assessor  c  144,  172, 
a  179 
King  street- 
Widening:  damages  a  231 

raph    pole:     corner    Roxbury    St.,    removal,    petition 
a  589 
Kdgestone,  sidewalk  :  petition  a  589 ;  order  passed  616 
King  street  (ward  24)— 

Trees  and  tree-boxes  :  petition  to  replace  a  178 
Kingman,  George  AV. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  111,  a  116 
Kingston,  Bridget  F. — 

Henchman  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  790 
Kinney,  John  E. — 

576  Warren  st.  (Ward  21),  stable,  petition  a  709;  permit  774 
Kirkland  street- 
No.  24,  cancellation  of  bond  and  issue  of  new  agreement  a  196, 
cl95 
Kittredge,  Charles  F.— 

13  Ashmont  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  369;  order  passed  395 
Kittredge,  Charles  F.et  al.— 

Ashmont  st.  and  street  leading  therefrom,  edgestones,  peti- 
tion a  32 ;  order  passed  341 
Kitts.  John  — 

Appointed    assistant   sup't   of  Mt.  Washington-av.    bridge 
a  786 
Klitzke,  Reinheld— 

jus  Pleasant  St.,  steam  boiler,  permit  a  616 
Kuapp,  Frederick  P.— 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Knapp,  Russell  R. — 

Appoiuted  constable  a  589,  6 JO 
Knapp  street — 

Sewer  :  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 
Abatement  of  assessment  a  210 
Knceland  street — 

Lantern  at  Nos.  170-172,  petition  a  6S ;  leave  to  withdraw  84 
Widening :    petitions  a  309 ;   communication  of  street  com- 
missioner-referred  a  623;  report  referred  a  630;  report, 
order  passed  a  807  ;  referred  e  818;  report  assigned  c  909; 
order  passed  c  919,  a  917 
Location,   (South  Boston   R.R.   Co.,  petitions  in  aid  a  309; 
report  and  order  for  hearing  574;  hearing  postponed  608; 
report   and  order  notice  617 ;   hearing  623,   652 ;    order 
passed  807 
Defective  sewer :   No.   58,  abatement  of  nuisance,   petition 

a  404 
Sidewalks  :  alteration,  petition  a  404;  order  passed  485 
M.  R.K.  tracks:  additional    locations  for  Belt  line  of  cars, 
petition  a  589 ;  report  and  order  notice  617 ;   hearing  652 
Middlesex  K.K.  tracks  :   additional  location,  report  and  order 

notice  a  590,  hearing  623 
8.  B.  R.R.  tracks  :  use  by  Middlesex  R.R.   Co.  a  855 
B.  &  A.  R.R.  tracks :   removal,  petition  a  855;  order  passed 

a  887,  c  895 
Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires :  permit  a  S8S, 
913 
Knight,  Sarah  J. — 

Parker  st.,  sewer  abatement  a  412 
Knott  Refrigerator  Co. — ■ 

95  Fulton  St.,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice  a  89; 
hearing  132;  permit  160 
Knowlton,  D.C.— 

342  Beacon  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  733;  order  passed  775 
Knowlton  street— 

Edgestones,  sidewalks  :  petition  a  309 

iiles— 
Nominated  and  elected  supt.   Chelsea  bridge  (north  draw) 
a  -J.;', 
Krogman,  Samuel  u. — 

Sleeted  first  assistant  assessor  C  111,  a  116 

Kuntz.  George— 

Wise   place  'ward  28),   revision   of  award  for  taking  land, 
petition  a  78:; 
Kyle,  Amos  M.— 

Lcverett  St.,    ewer  abatement,  order  passed  a  889 

L  street — 

ar  First  st.,  petition  a  209 
i  passed  a  4.j."> 
Stable:    corner    Third     st.,    petition    a    090;     report    774; 

\   TSd 

.1    nil 
I'ay  ( if  i  resolve  laid  on  table  c  263;  order  laid  on 

table  i  a  014,  c  633 


Pay  of  laborers  in  health  and  paving  departments  c  266;  in- 
definitely postponed  c  270 
Pay  of  laborers  employed  by  W.  L.  &  B.  Hoblitzell,  order 

passed  c  267 ;  indefinitely  postponed  a  273 
Committees  and  pay  of  laborers,  order  passed  c  269 ;  laid  on 

table  a  274;  indefinitely  postponed  a  316 
Increase  of  pay,  order  referred  c  305 

Proposed  vacation,  order  indefinitely  postponed  c  330,  343 
Time  of  paying  laborers,  order  assigned  c  3S6,  401;  passed 
c  419;  referred  a  422;  report  referred  to  next  city  govern- 
ment a  801,  c911 
Ordinance  passed  to  provide  for  pay  c  509,  536;  indefinitely 

postponed  a  551,  571 
Steady  work  and  full  time,  order  passed  c  650;   substitute 
passed  a  657,  c  663 
Lagrange  street — 

Lantern  and  sign  :  No.  22,  petition  a  667 ;  permit  680 
Lagrange  street  (ward  23)  — 

Wooden  building:    erection  near  Washington   St.,   petition 
c  545;  report  c  561,  578;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
Lamartine  street — 

Grading,  macadamizing :  petition  a51;  order  passed  485 
Edgestone  abatement  a  197 

Edgestones,  sidewalks;  petitions  a  549,  608;  order  passed  631 
Sewer:  report  and  order  notice  a  681;  hearing  690;  order 
passed  775 ;  report  of  cost  referred  855 
Lamb,  Abraham  J. — 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Lambert  avenue  — 

Sidewalks  :  petition  a  568 ;  order  passed  807 
Extension  :  damages  a  789,  802 
Lambert,  William  W.— 

Passenger  wagon  from  Field's  Corner  to  Neponset,   license 
a  590 
Laming  &  Drisco  — 

75  Albion  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  209;  order  passed  254 
420-424  Tremont  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  209 ;  order  passed 

234 
Commercial  St.,  near  Linden  st.  (ward 24),  wooden  addition  to 
building,  petition  a  652;  report  no  action  necessary  a  862 
Lamps — 

Standing  committee  a  12 

Annual  report  of  superintendent  a  14 

Alley  between  Union  park  and  Waltham  st.  a  12 

Superintendent  authorized  to  purchase  supplies  and  employ 

men  a  24 
Court  rear  of  118  Foundry  st.  a  32,  890 
New  England  Automatic  Gas   Light  Co.,  method  of  lighting 

lamps,  petition  a  82 
George  11.  Allen  appointed  superintendent  of  lamps  a  82 
Committee  authorized  to  visit  other  cities  a  102 
Pay  of  a  deceased  employe  a  121,  c  122 
Passageway  south  of  Williams  market,  corner  Dover  and 

Washington  sts.  a  273,  890 
Pay  due  deceased  lamplighters  a  254,  c  257,  a  275,  c  278 
Ritchie  Street  Lighting  Co.,  exhibition  of    lamps,  petition 

a  549 
Passageway  leading  from  91  Chambers   st.  to  Leverett  st. 

a  593,  890 
Passageway  from  Commonwealth  av.  to  Newbury  st.  a  652; 

report  890 
American  Gas  Lighting  Co.,  invitation  accepted  a  710 
The  Thermo  and  Electric  Gas  Lighting  Co.,  petition  a  68; 

proposal  referred  a  334,  t37;  report,  order  passed  a  721 
Passageway  rear  Commonwealth  av.  and  Marlboro'  St.  a  677, 

890 
Passageway  rear  350-372  Columbus  av.  a  709,  915 
Passageway  from  Dartmouth  to  Exeter  sts.  a  763 
Passageway  between  Columbus  av.,  Springfield  and  Worces- 
ter sts.  a  881,  915 
Alden  place,  Jamaica  Plain  a  549,  890 
Alger  st.  a  890 

Allaudale  St.,  near  Centre  St.   a  690,  916 
Allston  Heights,  Brighton  a  568.  890 
Atwood  av.  (ward  22)  a  247,  890 
Avon  st.  (ward  23)  a  639,  690,  783,  890 
Blue  Hill  av.,  junction  with  Norfolk  St.  a  916 
Border  st.  a  881 
Bowdoin  sq.  a  890 
Brooks  st.  (ward  23),  a  855 
Bucna  Vista  av.  a  709,  915 
Centre  st.  (ward  23)  a  915 
Centre  st.  (ward  24)  a  915 
Champneyst.  a  890 
Church  st.  a  890 

Codman  St.,  between  Washington  st.  and  Dorchester  av.  a 836 
Commercial  st.,  rear  No.  490  a  334 
Creek  sq.  a  132,  890 
Dana  place  a  690,890 
Delle  av.  a  690,  890 
Earl  st.  a  890 
East  Lenox  st.  a  247 
Elmore  st.  a  468,  890 
Evans  st.  a  890,  915 
Everett  st.  fJE.B.)  a  589,  890 
Foundry  av.  (ward  13)  a  229,  890 
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Gardner  at.  a  890 

Globe  alley  a  881 

Globe  alley.  No.  4  :l  56S 

Harbor  View  St.  a  763 

Harvard  aw,  near  engine-house  a  309,  890 

Hathaway  St.  (ward  23)  a  209,  890 

Hawthorne  st.  a  703,  915 

Holden  st.  a  S90 

Hollis  place  (ward  25)  a  652,  890 

Kemp  st.  a  890 

Lawrence  st.  (Charlcstown) ,  No.  35  a  549 

Lucas  bt.  a  5S0,  910 

M  St.,  between  First  and  Third  sts.  a  733,  915 

Madison  st.  (ward  24)  a  677,  S90 

Main  Bt.,  near  Austin  st.  (Charlcstown)  a  763 

Mill-st.  court  (ward  4)  a  404 

Millet  st.  (Dorchester)  a  803 

Mindcn  st.  a  890 

Mt.  Everett  St.  a  178,  S90 

Nelson  St.  a  890,  915 

Norfolk  st.  (ward  24)  a  178,  915 

Oriole  st.  (ward  23)  a  589 

Palmer  place  (ward  20)  a  052,  890 

Pearl  st.  a  890 

Pevear  place  a  915 

Porcelain  place  a  690,  890 

Rutland  place  a  309,  910 

Rutland  St.,  No.  7  a  568,  915 

Seneca  st.  a  890 

Shelby  St.,  between  Princeton  and  Saratoga"sts.  a  709 

Sparhawk  av.  a  568,  890 

Spring  lane  a  S90 

Sumner  st.  a  229 

Terrace  av.  (ward  23)  a  677,  890 

Thompson  sq.  (Charlestown)  a  837 

Townsend  place  549,  890 

Tremont  place  a  890 

Tremont  St.,  No.  264  a  915 

Union  st.  (ward  25)  a  209,  890 

Walnut  av.  a  890 

Waverley  st.  (ward  21)  a  709,  890 

Willow  court  a  890 

Wyoming  st.  a  S90 

Electric  lights :  — 

Scollay  sq.,  common  and  public  garden,  petition  a  881 
New  England  Weston  Electric  Light  Co.,  159  Beach  St., 
permit  a  808 
Lighting  streets,  petition  a  881 ;  referred  to  next  board 
of  aldermen  a  887 
Brush  Electric  Light  Co.,  Scollay  sq.,  petition  a  159;  order 
passed  180 
Changes  in  location,  petition  a  193;  order  passed  212 
Petitions  in  favor  a  881 
Corner  Tremont  and   Boylston  sts.,  petition  a  490; 

leave  towithdraw  557 
Atlantic  av.  line  of  posts,  petition  a  511 
Lighting  streets,  petition  a  803;   petitions  in  favor 

836,  881,887;  orders  passed  862,  887 
Corner  Court  and  Hanover  sts.,  permit  a  837 
Lancaster  and  Causeway  sts.,  petition  a  855;  order 

passed  8S7 
Causeway  and  Merrimac  sts.,  petition  a  912 
American  Electric    Light  Co.,  Public  garden,  petition 
a  652 
City  hall,  petition  c  664;  order  passed  e  689,  a  695 
Laiupry,  John  S. — 

Harwich  St.,  edgestones,  order  passed  a  426 
Sidewalks,  petition  a  568 ;  order  passed  591 
Lamson,  Charles  D. — 

Prince  st.,  near  Commercial  st.,  paving,  petition  a  589 
Lamson  street — 

Edgestone  abatement:  No.  3,  petition  a  229 
Lancaster  street — 

Steam-engine :  at  Nos.  3-7,  petition  and  order  notice  a  160, 

hearing  203 ;  permit  4S5 
Electric  light  poles  :  petition  a  855;  order  passed  887 
Landry,  Mary — 

Nashua  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  20,  c  25;  leave    to 
withdraw  a  139,  c  144 
Lands,  Public- 
Joint  standing  committee  a  12,  c  27 
Care  of  sidewalks  a  12,  e  16,  28,  a  32 
Report  of  street  commissioners  a  22 
Shawmut  av.  and  Middlesex  St.,  release  of  conditions  in  deed 

of  estates,  petition  c58,  a  68;  order  passed  a  196,  c  198 
Change  of  restrictions  to  conditions  on  lande  79,207,  a  210 
Proposal  to  buy  city  property  adjoining  47  to   61  Medford  st. 

(Charlestown)  a  89 
North  St.,  mortgage  discharged  a  101 
Nortbampton-st.  district,  grade  damages,  petition  a  159 
Nuisance  on  Harrison  av.,  petition  c  176 ;  report  c  384,  a  390 
24  Kirkland  st.,  cancellation  of  bond  and  issue  of  new  agree- 
ment a  196, c  198 
ShawTmutav.,  corner  Middlesex  St.,  release  of  condition  in  deed 

a  196,  c 198 
Additions  to  Marcella  st.  Home — see  Institutions 


Report  of  Inspectors  of  prisons,  on  Marcella  st.  Home — see 

Institutions 
Heath  st.,  estate  of  Richard  Holmes,  removal  of  projecting 

fence  a  316,  c  322 
100  Worcester  St.,  release  of  conditions,  petition  c  245,  a  253; 

report,  order  passed  a  490,  c  503 
West  Brookline  St.,  corner  Washington,  change  of  conditions 

in  deeds,  petition  c  328 ;  order  pasBed  a  342,  c  343 
Gibson  St.,  deed  to  Darius  Eddy,  change  in  conditions  a  342, 

e343 
Report  and  ordinance  relating  to  deeds  referred  a  342;  report 

of  ordinance  a  420;  ordinance  passed  c  441,  a  449 
Greenwood  St.,  discontinuance — see  Greenwood  st. 
Unused  city  land  and  buildings,  orders  passed  e  384  a  390, 

c  731,  a  736 
Brighton  poor  farm,  orders  passed  to  sell  and  cancel  lease 

c  3S4,  a  390 
Restrictions  instead  of  conditions    on   lands  sold,  order  to 

report  ordinance  c  385,  a  390;  report,  order  passed  a  586, 

e  594 
Clinton  St.,  estate  of  Robert  Codman  et  at.,  mortgage  a  395, 

405,  e  415 
Offer  for  lands  in  Winthrop  a  568 
Release  of  conditions  in  deed,  petition  a  549 ;  order  passed 

c  607,  a  608 
Conditions  in  deed  to  Alonzo  Dexter,  petition  of  Emma  F. 

Hall  a  623;  order  passed  a  658,  c  663 
Release  of  conditions  in  deed,  petition  of  James  L.  Plimpton 

c  688 ;  order  passed  c  731,  a  736 
Unsafe  building  726  Albany  St.,  order  passed  c  800,  a  803 
Conditions  in  deed  to  Anson  Dexter,  petition  of  Samuel  Irvin 

a  803;  order  passed  a  838,  c  844 
Lane,  Samuel — 

Shawmut  av.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  32,  c  43;  leave  to 

withdraw  a  180,  e  182 
Lane,  Susan  M. — 

291  Beacon  st.,  sidewalk,  order  passed  a  887 
Lane,  Thomas  J.  et  at. — 

Curve  and  Hudson  sts.,  moderate  grades,  petition  a  413 
Lane  &,  King — 

86  and  90  Longwood  av.,  authorized  to  enclose  sidewalk,  etc., 

a  35 
Lang,  Mary — 

Winter  st.,  personal  injuries,  leave  to  withdraw  a  83,  c  86 
Laninger,  John — 

German  st.,  near  Washington  st.   (ward  23),  stable,  petition 

a  2S9 ;  permit  314 
Lark  street — 

Sidewalks  :  petition  a  667 
Lauten,  Albert  F.,  councilman  (ward  14)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed:    committee   on    city  hospital  27;    printing  27; 

streets  27 ;  paving  27 ;  fourth  of  July  259 
Elected  :  trustee  of  Mt.  Hope  cemetery  a  33,  c  44 
Remarks : 

Badges  for  councilmen  10 

Care  of  sidewalks  and  yards  in  front  of  public  buildings 
and  grounds  16 

Bill  of  Hall  &  Whipple  16 

Coasting  on  common  43 

Petition  of  John  Reardon  58,  151 

Joint  rules  and  orders  60 

Hot  dinners  for  employes  on  improved  sewerage  61 

Ward  19  contested  election  case  64 

Publication  of  names  of  jurors  67 

Marcella-street  Home  95,  154,  175 

Joint  orders,  ordinances  and  licenses  123 

A  question  of  privilege  126 

Extension  of  Harrison  av.  and  D  st.  12S,  6S6 

Water  street  "  fiat-iron"  estate  131 

Report  of  inspector  of  vinegar  198 

Point  Shirley  railroad  218 

Ward  13  contested  election  case  222 

Putting  sand  and  gravel  on  railroad  tracks  238 

Prince  school-house  yard  23S 

Inspector  of  vinegar  245 

Pay  of  laborers  2C4 

Pay  of  regular  reporters  268 

Fourth  of  July  27S 

Fixing  hour  of  adjournment  306 

Removal  of  fences  from  public  squares  326 

Broadway  extension  326,  477 

Rules  aiid  orders  of  common  council  349,  363 

Broadway  bridge  351 

Public  library  examination  367 

Old  state  house  3S3 

Brighton  poor  farm  384 

Restrictions  on  public  lands  sold  385 

Pension  to  officer  Wasgatt  387 

Music  stand  on  common  39S 

Public  parks  463,  S30 

Woodward  defalcation  502 

Hearing  on  petition  of  Michael  Hourihan  503 

Care  of  plants  in  winter  505 

Salaries  of  city  officers  523,  539,  576,  756 

Change  of  seats  in  couucil  chamber  560 
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Mystic-valley  sewer  564 
Inspection  of  provisions  578 
Evening  high  school  598 
Corliss  pumping-cngincs  724 
Memorial  history  of  Boston  865 
City  point  park '868 
Widening  Kneeland  st.  909,  919 
Law  department — 

Subdivision    of  duties,  expediency  of  amending   ordinance 
referred  c  50,  a  52;  report  c  156;  ordinance  passed  c  176, 
a  179 
City  Solicitor— 

Administers  oaths  of  office  to  clerk  of  common  council  3 
Semi-annual  report  a  452 
opinions — 

Ward  19  contested  election  case  c  48 
Recount  of  aldermanic  vote  a  83 
Conference  will)  judiciary  committee  c  97 
Conveyance  of  public  land  for  nominal  consideration 

a  117 
Licensing  theatres,  etc.  c  122 
Election  returns  from  precinct  3,  ward  13,  a  136 
Petition  of  Benjamin  F.  Anthony  a  160 
Commissioner  on  the  sinking  fund6  c  279 
Sinking  funds,  legal  obligations  of  treasurer  354 
Order  relating  to  parks  c  445 
Edward  P.  Nettleton  nominated  and  elected  city  solicitor 

a  294,  c  300;  resignation  a  668,  c  671 
Compilation  of  decisions,  order  referred  c  389 
Nominations,  a  679,  c  682,  749;  election  assigned  a  679; 
ballotings  e  682,  a  095,  c  703,  a  709,  c  723,  a  736;  elec- 
tion c  74S,  a  763 
Testimonials  by  members  of  Suffolk  bar  c  705 
Decisions   in  hands  of  late  city  treasurer,  order  passed 
a  679,  c  683 
Corporation  counsel  — 

Order  for  nominating  committee  assigned  c  192;  passed 

c  204,  a  210 
John  P.  Healy  nominated  and  elected  a  294,  c  300 
Opinions — 

Vacancies  by  resignation  c  547,  598 
Assistaut  harbor  master  a  572 
Lamp  aepartment  a  584 
General  meeting  of  citizens  a  614 
Pay  of  laborers  614 
Underground  telegraph  wires  a  914 
Lawrence,  Daniel  8. — 

Nominated  and  elected  supt.  Chelsea  bridge  (south  draw) 
a  235 
Lawrence,  Harriet  M. — 

Lambert  av.  extension,  $7,300  damages,  order  passed  a  789 
Lawrence  J.  Parker — 

Foneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  stall  No.  30  a  140 
Lawrence  street — 

Petition  to  put  in  order  between  Berkeley  and  Clarendon  sts., 
a  593 
Lawrence  street  (Charlestown) — 
Lamp  :  No.  35,  petition  a  549 
Sewer :  petition  a  549 

Sidewalks :  petition  a  549 ;  order  passed  574 
Leach,  George  C. — 

Lewis   park,  sidewalk,  trees,  petition  a  289;   report  a  452, 
c460 
Leahy,  Maria — 

Pay  due  Daniel  Leaby,  deceased,  order  passed  a  837,  c  844, 
89S 
Learnard  George  E. — 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Learned,  S.  S.  et  al. — 

Western  av.  (Brighton),  between  North  Harvard  and  Market 
sts.,  paving,  petition  a  51 
Leary,  Margaret — 

Blossom  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  32,  e  43;  leave  to 
withdraw  a  89,  c  95 
Leases — 

3  and  5  Water  St.,  petition  a  68 ;  lease  authorized  c  231,  a  132 
Annual  report  of  leases  held  by  city  a  311 
Leather — 

Measurers  appointed  a  568 
Upper  leather  :  measurers  appointed  a  115,  549 
Leatherbee,  W.  11.  and  Son — 

122  East  Dedham  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  593 
Corner  Albany  and  East  Dedham  sts.,  steam  boiler,  permit  a 
916 
Lcavitt,  A.  M.— 

Appointed  officer  to  make  complaint  in  cases  of  violation  of 

ordinances  a  100,  677 
Appointed  truant  officer  a  100 
Appointed  constable  a  100,  589,  630 
Leavitt,  Thomas— 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  111,  a  116 
Lee,  William  H. — 

Nominated  and  elected  clerk  of  committees  a  70,  c  74 
Lee  street- 
Sewer  :  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 
Abatement  a  645 


Lee  street  (ward  23)  — 

Stable  :  corner  Child  St.,  petition  a  549 ;  permit  572 
Leeds,  James  P. — 

Appointed  officer  to  make  complaint  in  cases  of  violation  of 

ordinances  a  100,  677 
Appointed  truant  officer  a  100 
Appointed  constable  a  100,  589,  630 
Legg,  George  M.  D.  and  Wesley  E.  A. — 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  cellar  No.  6,  report  a  700 
Legislative  matters — 

Joint  standing  committee  a  12,  c  27 

Inspection  of  buildings,  amendment  of  chap.  197,  acts  1880, 

order  to  petition  c  10,  28,  a  32,  c  46,  a  52 
Mystic-valley  sewer — see  Water 
Charles-river  embankment,  orders  to  petition  c  28,  a  32,  893, 

c896 
Recounting  of  ballots,  draft  of  act,  order  to  petition  c  29, 
49;   laid  on  table  a  52;  referred  c  61;  indefinitely  post- 
poned a  72 
Powers  of  aldermen,  transfer  to  city  council,  order  to  peti- 
tion passed  c  29 
Committee's  reports  of  pending  petitions,  etc.:   first  c  46; 
second  a  53 ;  third  a  70 ;  fourth  c  87 ;  fifth  c  112 ;  sixth  c  131 
Waste  of  water,  order  to  petition  c  50,  a  52 
Eievated  railroads,  order  to  oppose  a  71 ;   indefinitely  post 

poned  c  77 
Water  supply  from   Shawshine   river,  communication  from 
water  board,  order  passed  to  petition  a  72,  c  74;  com- 
munication from  water  board  referred  a  784 
Prison-point  flats,   extension    of   time  for  rilling,   order  to 

petition  a  120,  c  122 
New  elections  in   case  of  doubtful  returns,  order  assigned 

c  208 ;  referred  c  225 
Extension  of  Grand  Junction  wharves— see  Harbor 
Resignations  of  public  offices,  order  referred  c  637;  report 

c  834;  order  passed  c  847 
Enlargement  of  powers  of  common  council,  order  referred 

c  650 ;  report  c  834 ;  order  passed  c  847 
Limiting  expenditures,  order  offered  a  670;  assigned  a  678; 
passed  a  699 ;  referred  c  705 ;  report,  assigned  c  800 ;  re- 
jected c  871 
Inspection  of  provisions,  —  see  Health 
Elevated  railroad,  notice  of  intention  to  petition  a  709 
Inspection  of  vinegar,  order  to  petition  passed  c  762,  848,  a  855 
Charles-river  and  Warren  bridges,  transfer  of  Common  wealth's 

title  to  city,  order  to  petition  a  858,  c  865 
Boston  and  Albany  railroad  tracks,  removal  from  Kneeland 
St.  order  to  petition  a  887,  c  895 
Leighton,  John  W. — 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Lennon,  Bernard — 

Orange  court,  grade  damages,  petition  a  159;  leave  to  with- 
draw c  607,  a  608 
Lennon,  Nancy — 

Reed's  court,  sewer  assessment  a  180 
Lennon,  Timothy — 

1445  Tremont  st.,  edgestones, petition  a  690 
Lenox  street — 

Grading,  paving:  between  Shawmut  av.  and  Tremont  St., 

petition  a  51 
Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  89 
Steam-engine :  at  Nos.  S4-86;  petition  and  order  notice  a  89 ; 

hearing  132 ;  permit  160 
Paving:  from  Shawmut  av.  to  Tremont  St.,  petition  a  422 
Leonard,  Hannah  L. — 

Greenough  av.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  709 
Leonard,  Julia — 

Commercial  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  170 
Leonard  street  (ward  24) — 

Stables  :  Nos.  26  and  28,  petition  a  247 ;  permit  275 
Leverett  street — 

Claims  :  damages  a  100 

Sewer :  petition  to  lower  to  Minot  st.  a  422 ;  report  and  order 
for  hearing  455 ;  hearing  468;  order  passed  488 
Abatements  a  889 
Leveroni,  Braggio— 

3  Fulton  court,  stable,  petition  a  589;  leave  to  withdraw  629 
Lewis,  Albert  et  at. — 

Lewis  wharf,  sewer,  petition  that  it  be  cleaned  a  623 
Levy,  George  A.  &  Co. — 

75  Essex  St.,  steam-engine,  petition  a  452;  permit  473 
Lewis,  George  et  al. — 

Palmer  place  (ward  20),  lamps,  petition  a  652;  report  890 
Lewis  park — 

Sidewalk,  trees  :  petition  a  289 ;  report  a  452,  c  460 
Sidewalks,  edgestones:  order  passed  a  426 
Lewis,  Stephen  L. — 

7  North  av.  (ward  24),  grade  damages,  petition  a  209 
Lewis  street  (ward  2)  — 

Wooden  building:    corner  Marginal    St.,  erection,    petition 
a  608,  c  664;  leave  to  withdraw  c  664,  a  667 
Lewis  wharf — 

Sewer :  petition  that  it  be  cleaned  a  623 
Lewis,  W.  G. — 

711-713  East  Seventh  st.,  edgestone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  229; 
order  passed  254 


\u\ 
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Lewis,  Woodbury  L.— 

Appointed  t'l'iicf  viewer  a  255,  o  257 
Lexington  street  (ward  2) — 

Stable  :  corner  Border  si.,  petition  a  51;  leave  to  withdraw  721 
Sidewalk  :  No.  289,  petition  a  639 
I  Ibb   \ .  Marita  M. — 

Ninth  st.,  personal  injuries,  petition  al93;  leave  to  withdraw 
a  313,  c  322 
Liberty  squan — 

Steam-engine :    Mason    building,  petition  and  order  notice 

a  32 ;  hearing  82 ;  permit  94 
Paving:  petition  a 8U9 ;  order  passed  357 
Libraries— 

Public  Library— 

Joint  standing  committee  a  12,  c  27,  270 

Trustees  nominated  and  elected  a  34,  c  43,  a  193,  c  198 

Memorial  from  James  M.  Hubbard  referred  c  58,  a  68; 

report  c  6G5,  a  667 
Topic  in  mayor's  address  referred  c  80,  a  82 
Examining  committee,  amendment  of  ordinance,  referred 

a  89,  c  95  ;  reports  c  286,  380 ;  recommitted  c  399 
Ventilation ,  order  referred  c  155 ;  report,  amended  order 

passed  a  168,  c  174 
Use  of  Bates  hall,  order  referred  c  270,  a  273;  report, 

order  passed  c  286,  a  293 
South-end  branch  in  English  High  and  Latin  school  build- 
ing, order  passed  c  333,  a  335 
Sale  of  estate  37  Boylston  St.,  order  reported  c  305;  laid 

on  table  c  327 
Plans  for  new  building,  and  sale  of  estate,  communication 
from  trustees  referred  a  337 ;  report,  order  for  sale 
taken  from  table,  amended  and  passed  c  349 ;  amended 
and   passed  a  352,  396 ;  concurred  c  397 ;  plans  and' 
estimates,    report,  order  passed  a  427 ;  laid  on  table 
c  436;  assigned  c  606,   638;  passed  c  800;  substitute 
order  passed  c  436,  a  449 ;  report  c  560,  a  571 ;  order 
to  purchase  additional  land  assigned  c  560 ;  referred 
c577;  report  c  651;  orders  passed  c  664;  laid  on  table 
a  667  ;  assigned  a  779 ;  passed  a  7S3,  a  792 ;  comuni- 
cation  from  A.  A.  Marcus  a  783,  e792;  report,  re- 
ferred to  next  city  council  a  889,  c  895 
Supplementary  reading!  for  public  schools,  order  referred 
c  507;  report  c  536^;  ruled  out  of  order  c  543;  assign- 
ment c  606;  substitute,  assigned  c  637,  6S7;  referred 
to  next  city  government  c  911,  a  912 
Branch  at  Mattapan,  petition  c  477 ;  report  c  835,  a  837 
Annual  report  557 
City  I/all  Reference  Library  — 

Accommodations,  order' referred  c  192,  a  195 
Licenses — 

Standing  committee  a  12 

Minors,  board  of  aldermen  authorized  to  make  rules  or  grant 

licenses  a  23,  c  25;  rules  adopted  a  34 
Bootblacks  197,  211,  230,  254,  275,  295,  313,  341,  356,  394,  413, 

658,  669 
Newsboys  a  56,  70,  S3,  89,  101,  121,  140,  168,  180,  197,  211,  230, 
254,  275,  295,  313,  341,  356,  376,  394,  413,  452,  616,  630,  646, 
658,  669,  679,  776 
Theatrical  exhibitions,  etc.,   order  passed  c  113;   substitute 
ordinance  passed  a  118,  c  122;  communication  from 
police  commissioners  referred  &■  196;  report,  rules 
adopted  211 
Ordinance  to  amend,  passed  a  890;  referred  c  896 
Petroleum — see  Petroleum 
Coaches— see  Omnibuses,  etc. 

Pugilistic  or  wrestling  exhibitions,  order  passed  a  211 
Return  of  money  paid  for  license,  petition  c  848 
Bernard  McFadden,  license  revoked  a  295 
New  England  Manufacturers  &  Mechanics'  Institute,  license 

granted  a  586 
Massachusetts    Charitable    Mechanic     Association,    license 

granted  a  590 
Amusement  licenses — ■ 

Boston  Base  Ball  Association  a  211 

Roller  skating  rink  a  211 

W.  C.  Coup's  circus  a  230 

Tompkins  &  Hill,  Boston  theatre  a  230,  573 

Oakland  Gardens,  Isaac  B.  Rich,  petition  a  229 ;  report 

275 
P.  T.  Barnum  et  al.,  petition  a  273;  license  granted  295 
T.  E.   Halleck,   at  "  Halleek's  Alhambra,"  City  Point, 

petition  a  273 ;  license  granted  295 
James  M.  F.  Howard,   concert  at  Methodist  Episcopal 

church  a  275 
Gr.  H.  Phillips,  license  refused  a  313 
Forest  Garden,  William  Austin,  petition  a  289;  license 

313 
Webster  Garden  (ward  24),  F.  P.  Stone,  petition  a  289; 

license  340 
A.    P.   Peck,  concerts  at  Music  Hall,  license   granted 

a  471 
Oakland  Gardens,  Corinne  Kimball,  permit  a  557 
Bachelder  &  Doris,  circus  at  East  Boston,  a  573 
Jason  Wcntwortb,  Gaiety  theatre  a  573 
R.  M.  Field,  Boston  Museum  a  573 
Wm.  Harris,  Howard  Athenaeum  a  573 


Abbey  &  Schoeffel,  Park  theatre  a  573 

G.  E.  Lothrop,  Boylston  Museum  a  573 

John  A.  Stevens,  Windsor  theatre  a  573 

John  Stetson,  Globe  theatre  a  573 

Spaulding's    Bell    Ringers,    Tremont   Temple,    license 

granted  a  630 
Edmund  H.  Gray,  opera  house,  license  granted  a  590, 

809 
Soldiers'    Home    Bazaar,   Mechanics'    building,  license 

granted  a  809 
Samuel  H.  Blake,  Music  Hall,  license  granted  a  862 
Lidbaek,  Oscar  K. — 

Appointed  assistant  sup't  of  Congress-st.  bridge  a  783 
Lighters- 
Quarterly  reports  a  20,  196,  490,  709 

Weighers  and  inspectors  nominated  and  elected  a  180,  c  182 
Lime — 

Inspector  appointed  a  255,  c  257 
Lime  street. — 

Extension  to  Brimmer  St.,  petition  to  put  in  order  a  568 
Lincoln,  Frederic  W. — 

Appointed    commissioner    on   West    Boston   and    Craigie 

bridges  a  115 
Nominated  and  elected  commissioner  for  Prison  Point  bridge 
a  211,  e217 
Lincoln,  F.  W.  et  al.— 

Columbia  st.,  at  Quincy  st.  (Dorchester),  crossing,  petition 
a  667 
Lincoln,  Noah  — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Lincoln,  William — 

Appointed  inspector  of  bundle  hay  a  115 
Lincoln  street — 

Sewer :  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 
Paving :  from  Church  green  to  Essex  St.,  petition  a  89 
Location,  South  Boston  R.R.  Co.,  petitions  in  aid  a  309;  re- 
port and  order  for  hearing  574;  hearing  postponed,  608; 
report  and  order  notice  617;    hearing  623,  652;    order 
passed  807 
Widening  :  damages  a  518,  701 
Middlesex  R.R.  tracks  :  additional  location,  report  and  order 

notice  a  590 ;  hearing  623 
Crossing:  petition  a  783;  report  837 
Order  to  put  in  order  between  Beach  and  Kneeland  sts. 

a  807 
Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires,  permit  a  888, 
913 
Lincoln  street  (Dorchester) — 
Sewer :  report  of  cost  a  14 
Lindall,  Horace — 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  115 
Linden  street — 

Sewer :  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 

Abatements  a  473,  645 
Edgestones,  sidewalks :  petition  a  56S 
Linden  street  (wTard  25) — 

Edgestones,  sidewalks  :  petition  a  568 
Link,  Peter  S. — 

Lenox  st.,  near  Shawmut   av.,    personal  injuries,  petition 
a  89 
Linwood  square- 
Sidewalks  :  No.  13,  petition  a  369 ;  order  passed  395 
Linwood  street — 

Sidewalk  corner  Linwood  sq_.,  petition  a  159;  order  passed 
341 
Litchfield,  Jairus  L. — 

Appointed  inspector  of  bundle  hay  a  115 
Litchfield's  wharf- 
Passenger  wagons,  etc. — see  Omnibuses 
Little,  James  L.  et  al. — 

Commonwealth  av.,  fences,  petition  a  309 
Little,  John  M. — 

317  Dartmouth  st. ,  crosswalk,  petition  a  549 
Little,  Samuel  et  al.  — 

Warren  st.  (ward  21) :  sprinkling,  petition  al93;  orderpassed 

212 
Defalcation  in  city  treasury,  petition  to  exempt  treasurer  and 
bondsmen  a  4SS,  c  502;  reference  indefinitely  postponed 
c606 
Livermore,  Samuel  B. — 

Appointed  inspector  and  weigher  of  bundle  hay  a  132 
Livermore,  Sarah  F.  and  George  B. — 

Corner  Washington  and  Allston  sts.,  Brighton,  edgestones, 
petitions  a  334 ;  order  passed  357 
Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  Insurance  Co.  et  al. — 

Stable  on  Curve  St.,  remonstrance  a  378 
Liverpool  street  (E.  B.)  — 

Trees  :  No.  25,  removal,  petition  a  334;  report  376 
Street  cars  :  remonstrance  a  413 

Petitions  for  hearing  a  429,667;  order  for  hearing  456; 

hearing  4S3;  petition  of  D.  D.  Kelly  776 
Petitions  in  favor  a  S03 
Wooden  building:  near  Decatur  St.,  petition  c  477;  report 

c  561,  578;  order  ruled  out  c  59S 
Steam-engine :  No.  160,  petition  and  order  notice  a  623;  bear- 
ing 667 ;  permit  6S1 
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Loans— 

$32-1000  for  basin  No.  4,  Sudbury  river,  order  passed  a  470, 

483,  c  505,  540,  a  556 
$300000  tor  widening  Portland  St.  a  668,  678,  c  683 
$185000  for  widening  South  st.  a  66S,  678,  c.683 
$84000  for  land  for  city  building  on  Boylston  and  Hereford 

sts.  a  745  i-  748,  709 
$744000  for  extension  of  nigh-service  water  supply  a  806,  c  833, 

referred  to  next  city  government  c  870 
$160000  for  widening  Km  eland  st.  a  807 
$600000  for  West  Koxburv  park  a  710,  c  851 
$100001)  for  City  I'oiut  park  a  710,  c  867 
$56000  for  East  Boston  park  a  710,  c  870 
$300000  for  Charles-river  embankment  a  710,  c  870 
$200000  for  Muddy-river  improvement  a  710,  c  871 
$60000  for  Arnold  arboretum  c  868,  a  881 
$180000  for  widening  Knceland  st.  c  919,  a  917 
Lock,  Lyman — 

Commercial    Bt.    (Dorchester) ,    persona!    injuries,    petition 
c  671 
Locke  &  Nolan — 

Sixth  and  I  sts.,  edgestones,  sidewalks,  petition  a  568;  order 

passed  593 
I,  corner  (Sixth  Bt.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  709 
Lockwood  &  Brintnall — 

8  City  Hall  av.,  melting  furnace,  petition  a  209;  permit  230 
Lockwood  Manufacturing  Co. — 

73-79  Sumner  St.,  Kelly's  wharf,  block   driveway,  petition 

a  209 
73-89  Sumner  st.   (E.B.),  steam-engine,  petition  and  order 

notice  a  659  ;  bearing  690 ;  permit  721 
73-79  Sumner  st.  (E.B.),  wooden  addition  to  building,  per- 
mit a  S90,  c  895 
Long,  William  B. — 

Elected  fust  assistant  assessor c  111,  a  116 
Longwood  avenue — 

86-90,  temporary  closing  of  sidewalk,  etc.  a  35 
Sprinkling:  from  Parker  st.  to  Brookline  line,  order  passed 
a  295 
Lord,  Rufus  E. — 

61  and  63  Putnam  st.  (E.B.),  sidewalks,  petition  a  763;  order 
1  807 
Loring,  Francis,  trustee,  it  al. — 

Dorchester  av.  between  Park  and  Gibson  sts.,  sewer,  petition 
a  300:  report  and  order  notice  341;  hearing  352;  order 
passed  S7fi 
Loring,  Harrison — 

L  st.,  near  First  st.,  macadamizing,  petition  a  209 
East  First  st.,  near  L  St.,  wooden  building,  petition  a  289; 
permit  a  314,  c  322 
Loring,  Harrison  it  al. — 

M  St.,  between  First  and  Third  sts.,  lamps,  petition  a  733; 
report  915 
Loring,  Horace — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  111,  a  116 
Lothrop,  George  C. — 

Washington   St.,  Boylston  Museum,  electric   light,   petition 
a  589 ;  permit  616 
Lothrop,  G.  E. — 

Boylston  Museum,  license  granted  a  573 
Loud,  john  C. — 

Henchman  st.,  sewer  abatement  a  790 
Loveli,  Clarence  P.  councilman  (ward  1) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on  badges  11;  East  Boston  ferries 
27;  public  institutions  27;  water  27;  Mystic  valley  sewer 
650 
Elected  :  director  of  East  Boston  ferries  a  34,  c  44 
Remarks  : 

Election  of  finance  committee  9 
Badges  for  councilmen  10 
Ward  19  contested  election  case  64 
Fire-alarm  whistle  in  East  Boston  99,  245 
Appropriation  bill  140,  190 

HarceUa-street  11 L5 

Contract  of  Win.  C.  Poland  &  Son  203 
Homoeopathic  hospital  205 
Prince  school-house  yard  238,  2C3,  2S7 
Regulation  and  inspection  of  buildings  259 
animation  of  water  commissioner  270 
h  of  July  27b 
Directors  for  public  institutions  2S0 
Transfer  of  Engine  12,  etc. 
Common  wi-;,lth-av.  fences  286 
City  treasurer  M24 

on  327 
Proposed  police  building  ?;i" 
Beacon-hlfi  reservoir  and  new  court-house  364 
Heath 

'liter  Wasgatt  388 

in  No.  4,  400 
incilman  Hagar  402 
contract  414,  438 
Public  parks  462,  930 

Requesting  return  of  order  relating  to  parks  481 
age  basin  No.  4,  507,  542 


Evening  high  school  596,  636,  731,  850 
Salaries  of  city  officers  602,  605,  752 
Lake  Winnipiseogee  606 
Visit  to  inspect  Corliss  pumping-engincs  649 
Steady  work  and  full  time  for  laborers  650 
Impurity  of  water  supply  685 
Death  of  horseman  Tobey  726 
Arnold  arboretum  798 
Site  for  city  building  on  Back  bay  799 
Additional  appropriation  for  public  buildings  874 
Annual  dinner  895 
Low,  George  D.,  trustee — 

Forest  Hill  st.  (Jamaica  Plain),  removal  of  trees,  petition  a  2S9; 
permit  376 
Low,  Sarah  J.— 

Falcon  st.  (ward  1),  stable,  petition  a  881 ;  permit  916 
Lucas,  Isaac  S. — 

Nominated  and  elected  second  assistant  assessor  c  144,  172, 
a  179 
Lucas  place — 

Grade  damages  :  No.  11-13,  petition  a  855 ;  leave  to  withdraw 
887 
Lucas  street — 

Lamp  :  petition  a  580;  leave  to  withdraw  916 
Ludwig,  Frank  A. — 

8  Jess  st.,  edgestone  assessment  a  473 
Luppold,  M. — 

201  Paris  st.,  edgestone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  178 ;  order  passed 
394 
Lyman,  A.  R. — 

Place  off  Market  st.  (ward  25),  stable,  petition  a  667;  permit 

070 
Place  off  Market  St.  (ward  25),  wooden  addition  to  building, 
petition  a  667;  report  and  order  a  862,  c  865,  911,  a  912 
Lyman,  Morton  W. — 

K  st.  between  Eighth  and  Ninth  sts.,   stable,  petition  a  247; 

report  358;  permit  378,  393 
197  K  st.,  tree,  removal,  petition  a  568 
Lynch,  John  E. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Appointed  supt,  East  Boston  scales  a  352 
Lynch,  Martin  et  al. — 

Mt.  Hope  st.,  and  Hyde  Park  av.,  plank  walk,  petition  a  178 ; 
order  passed  276 
Lynch,  Maurice — 

Leverett  St.,  sewer  abatement,  order  passed  a  889 
Lynch,  Nicholas  G. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Lynch,  Owen — 

Compensation  for  injuries  received  while  in  employ  of  city 
forester,  petition  a  690 
Lynch,  William,  heirs  of,  et  al. — 

Commercial  st.  wddening,   damages  to  Lime  alley,  petition 
a  247 
Lyndc  street  (ward  5)  — 

Stable :  near  Washington  st.,  petition  a  677;  permit  721 
Lyon,  Dupey,  &  Co. — 

Summer  St.,  rear  Nos.  115-127  (ward  2),  wooden  building,  pe 
tition  a  369 ;  permit  a  395,  c  397 
Lyons,  Bernard — 

Downer  st.,  sewer  abatement  a  473 
Lyons,  Cornelius — 

Damage  to  fowls,  petition  a  568;  order  passed  a  591 
Lyons,  Timothy — 

Tremont  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  790 

M  street — 

Edgestones,  sidewalks :  No.  125  and  127,  petition  a  608;  order 
passed  631 

Lamps:    between    First    and    Third    sts.,    petition    a    733; 
report  915 

Sewer  :  between  Second  and  Third  sts.,  petition  a  803 
MacCorry,  J.  Stuart — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Maedonald,  Francis  X. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Mack,  Ellen  !>.— 

Putnam  :-(.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  639 
MacKcnzie,  William — 

East  Eighth  st.  corner  Knowlton  St.,  sidewalk  assessment 
a  94 
Mac-reading,  Charles  and  Joseph — 

Knapp  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  210 
Madison  avenue  (ward  8) — 

Wooden  building  :  movement  from  53  Monumentav.,  petition 
a  moo;  permit  342 
Madison  street  (ward  24) — 

Lamps :  petition  a  677 ;  report  890 
Maguinness,  Austin — 

Hyde  park  av.,  retaining  wall,  petition  a  159 
Maguire,  Francis — 

63  Preble  st.  (ward  15),  stable,  petition  a  132;  permit  180 
Maguire,  P.  James,  councilman  (ward  19)  — 

Oaths  of  office  7 

Appointed:  committee  on  assessors'   department  27;  public 
parks  27;  fourth  July  259;  plants  in  winter  505 
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Remarks: 

Petition  of  John  Keardon  114, 128, 152, 187 
Summer  concerts  157, 192,  510 
Appropriation  bill  190 
Pay  of  regular  reporters  268 
Committees  and  pay  of  laborers  269 
Removal  of  fences  from  public  squares  326 
Care  of  plants  in  winter  504,  087,  S19,  908 
Storage  basin  No.  4,  541 
Salaries  of  city  officers  602 
Pay  of  laborers  633 
Public  parks  830 
Columbus-avenue  extension  846 
Closing  proceedings  919 
Main  street  (ward  4)  — 

Steam-engine :  rear,  near  Alford  St.,  petition  and  order  notice 

a  52 ;  hearing  S9 
Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  178,  356,  c  364 
Lantern  :  at  No.  638,  petition  a  193 
Wooden  addition  to  building:  No.  513,  petition  c  460;  report 

c  561,  578 ;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
Stable:    addition  corner  Dorrance   St.,  petition  a  593;   per- 
mit 616 
Wooden  buildings :  rear  No.  609-629,  erection,  petition  a  608 

No.  637,  erection,  petition  a  S36 
Crosswalk  :  petition  a  677 ;  report  701 

Transparency  :  corner  Union  St.,  petition  a  733;  permit  789 
Lamp-post :  near  Austin  St.,  petition  a  763 
Armory  :  No.  358,  order  passed  a  916 
Mahoney,  John — 

223  Havre  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  309;  order  passed  342 
Maiden  street — 

Wooden  building:  corner  Wareham  St.,  petition  c  18,  a  20; 
permit  a  84,  c  86 
Corner  Albany  st.,  erection,  petition  c  664,  a  733;  leave  to 
withdraw"a  775,  c  792,  a  862,  c  865 
Mall  street — 

Widening :  damages  a  120 
Sidewalk  abatement :  order  passed  a  617 
Maloney,  Ann,  trustee — 

77  West  Fifth  St.,  $200  grade  damages,  order  passed  a  775 
97  West  Fifth  St.,  additional  grade  damages,  petition  a  836; 
order  passed  887 
Mann,  Ella  E.— 

Crawford  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  733 
Manning,  Patrick  H. — 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Manning,  ffm.  et  al. — 

Albany  St.,  between  Northamplon  and  Pike  sts.,  crosswalks, 
petition  a  677 
Mansfield,  N.  B. — 

253  Commonwealth    av.,    sidewalk,    petition    a   608;    order 
passed  631 
Manson  Brothers- 
Liverpool  St.,  near  Decatur  st.  (ward  2),  wooden  building, 
erection,  petition  c  477;  report  c  561,  578;  order  ruled  out 
c59S 
Decatur  St.,  corner  Border  St.  (ward  2),  wooden  addition  to 
building,  petition  a  733;  leave  to  withdraw  a  775,  c  792 
Manson  &  Whiting — 

637  Main  st.  (ward  4),  wooden  building,   erection,  petition 
a  836 
Maple  street  (Roxbury) — 

Edgestones,  petitions  a  178;  orders  passed  376 
Maple  street  (W.  Re- 
claims :  damages  a  309,  356,  c  364 
Marble,  soapstone  and  freestone — ■ 

Surveyors  appointed  a  115 
Marcella-street  Home — see  Institutions 
Marcus,  Alfred  A. — 

Old  State  House  :  proposals  a  405,  c  419 
Site  for  new  public  library  building,  proposal  a  783,  c  792 
Marginal  street  (E.B.)  — 

Wooden  building:  near  Jeffries   St.,   enlargement,   petition 

a  12,  c  16 ;  permit  a  84,  c  86 
Stable  :  near  Jeffries  st.  a  12,  34 

Lantern  :  at  No.  196,  petition  a  89 ;  leave  to  withdraw  101 
Paving :  petition  a  229 ;  order  passed  394 
Platform:    Boston  Sugar  Refinery  Competition  a  352;  per- 
mit 456 
Wooden  buildings:  rear,  near  Orleans  st ,  erection,  petition 
a  589 
Erection,  leave  to  withdraw  c  664 

Rear,  near  Orleans  St.,  wooden  addition,  petition  a  783 
Over-head  bridge :  removal,  petition  a  803 
Marion,  Dr.  O.  H.  et  al. — 

Allston  St.,  corner  Brighton  av.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  369; 
report  394 
Market  street  (ward  25) — 

Wooden  buildings  :  rear,  near  Winship  av.,  petition  a  20,  c  25 
a  82;  permit  a  101,  c  107 
Rear,  near  Western  av.,  enlargement,  petition  c  245,  per- 
mit a  255,  c  257 
Telephone  poles :  petition  a  68 

Watering-trough  :  corner  Nonantum  st. ,  petition  a  227 ;  order 
passed  a  340,  c  343 


Market  street- 
Crosswalk  :  report  a  357 
Markets- 
Standing  committee  a  12 
Extension  of  market  limits  on  Broad  st.  to  Milk  St.,  petition 

c  32 ;  leave  to  withdraw  83 
William  F.  Brooks  appointed  inspector  of  provisions  a  82 
Pay  due  deceased  employe,  order  passed  a  807 
Faneuil  Hall  Market — 

Transfers  of  stalls  :  No.  89  a  34;  Nos.  88  and  90  a  34;  No. 
30  a  57,  140;   Nos.  124, 126,  128,  130,  132  a  234;  Nos. 
105,  38,  40  a  254;  No.  16  a  270;  No.  89  a  586 ;  Nos.  9  and 
11  a  837  ;  No.  32,  a  864 
Transfers  of  cellars :  Nos.  88  and  90  a  34;  No.  22  a  234; 
No.  7  a  254 ;  Nos.  19,  20  a  294 
No.  1  a  631 ;  No.  6  a  700 
George  E.  McKay  appointed  superintendent  of  Faneuil 

Hall  market  a  82 
Superintendent  authorized  to  employ  deputy  a  170 
Excavating  opposite  cellar  No.  1,  petition  a  334;  report 

referred  357 ;  order  passed  376 
Lease  to  Ames  Plow  Co.  a  342 
Order  to  close  Monday,  Dec.  26  a  807 
Williams  Market — 

Steam  boiler  :  cellar  of  stalls  7,  9,  and  11,  petition  a  474 
Marks,  Charles  H. — 

638  Main  st.  (Charlestown),  lantern,  petition  a  193 
Marlborough  street — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  32,  c  43 

Plank  walk  and  fence :  between  Exeter  and  Fairfield  sts., 

petition  a  159 
Macadamizing,  etc. :  between  Hereford  st.  and  Chester  pai-k, 

petition  a  209 
Edgestones,  sidewalks:   379  to  389,   petition  a  568;  order 
passed  591 
Corner  Beacon  St.,  petition  a  568;  order  passed  590 
Edgestones  :  petition  a  56S ;  order  passed  590 
No.  380,  petition  a  56S ;  order  passed  590 
Sidewalks:  corner  Commonwealth  av.,  petition  a  608;  order 
passed  631 
No.  380,  petition  a  639 ;  order  passed  701 
No.  1S1,  petition  a  709 ;  order  passed  746 
No.  191,  petition  a  803;  order  passed  837 
No.  190,  petition  a  836;  order  passed  S64 
Plank    walk:    between    Exeter    and  Fairfield   sts.,  petition 

a  783 
Telephone  poles:  between  Berkeley  st.   and  West  Chester 
park,  petition  a  881 
Marple,  Charles  H. — 

Elected  superintendent  Warren  bridge  c  111,  a  118 
Marple,  William — 

Gurney  st.  (ward  22),  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice 
a  52 ;  hearing  89 ;  permit  101 
Marsh  street  (ward  24)  — 

Stable  :  petition  a  159 ;  permit  180 
Marsh,  W.  W. 

House  offal,  Brighton,  order  passed  c  910,  a  913 
Marshall,  James  S.  et  al. — 

Harris  St.,   between  Hanover  and  North  sts.,  paving,  etc., 
petition  a  449 ;  order  passed  617 
Martin,  Ann — 

Taylor  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  100 
Martin,  George — 

Douglas,  corner  North  st.  (ward  14),  stable,  petition  a  549; 
permit  5S7 
Martin,  J.  Lawrence — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  783 
Martin,  William  D. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Mason,  J.  W. — 

Prospect  av.,  near  Baker  st.  (ward  23),  stable,  petition  a  912 
Mason  street — 

Paving :  petition  a  273 
Massachusetts  Agricultural  Club — 

Arnold  arboretum,  commmunication  a  745,  c  748 
Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic  Association — 

West  Newton   St.,  near  Huntington  av.,   sidewalk,  petition 

a  589 
West  Newton   St.,  electric  light  posts,  petition  a  608;   permit 

631 ;  petition  639 ;  permit  659 
License  to  hold  fair  a  590 
Huntington    av.,    transparency,     petition     a    608;     permit 

646 
Fairfield  St.,  sewer,  petition  a  89 ;  report  and  order  notice  294; 

hearing  309 ;  order  passed  341 
Laying  corner-stone,  invitation  c  112,  a  120 
Huntington  av.,  edgestones,  petition  a  511;  order  passed  574 

Lamp-posts,  petition  a  580 ;   permit  591 
Huntington  av.  and  West  Newton  St.,  brick  and  plank  walks, 
petition  a  549 ;  order  passed  574 
Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society — 

Arnold  arboretum,  communication  a  720,  referred  c  723 
Mass.  Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals — 

Asphalt  pavement,  letter  from  secretary,  referred  a  489 
Mather  street- 
Sewer  :  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 
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Matthews,  A.  B.— 

200    Commonwealth    av.,   sidewalk,    petition  a    289;    order 

passed  314 
Matthews,  Thomas  R.,  councilman  (ward  21) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed :  committee  on  Stony  brook  27 ;  salary  conference 

635 
Remarks : 

Decoration  day  43,  67,  86 

Invitation  to  public  meeting  relating  to  Irish  affairs  75 

Homoeopathic  hospital  226 

Grand  Junction  wharves  242 

Transfer  of  Engine  12,  etc.  231 

Pay  of  laborers,  etc.  285 

Old  state  House  410 

Salaries  of  city  officers  438,  752 

Police  helmets  521 

Storage  basin  No.  4,  542 

Summer  concerts  577 

Corliss  pumping-engines  648,  724 

Grammar  school  house,  Kenilworth  st.  866 

City  Point  park  867 
Maverick  Oil  Co.— 

Chelsea  st.  (E.  B.),  petroleum,  etc.,  license  a  180 
Centre  Bt.,  pipe,  petition  a  881 
Saratoga  St.,  pipe,  petition  a  881 
Maverick  street  (ward  2) — 

Wooden  buildings:  Nos.  197-203,  erection,  petition  a  273;  per- 
mit a  314,  c  322 

No.  340,  erection,  petition  c  560 

Movement   to  Short  St.,  petition  a  667;  permit  701 

Movement  from  No.  363  to  359,  petition  a  733;  permit  775 
Edgestoues,  gutters,  macadamizing,  etc. :  order  passed  a  394 
Macadamizing :  between  Havre  st.  and  Maverick  so..,  petition 

a  568 
Ma}',  John. — 

Appointed  constable  a  881 
May,  Mrs.  Frederica — ■ 

Main  st.  corner  School  st.  (Charlestown),  personal  injuries, 

petition  a  178 ;  leave  to  withdraw  a  356,  c  364 
May  street — 

Furnace:  No.  4,  petition  a  468;  permit  485 
Maynard.  J.  E — 

Bill  allowed  c  664 
Mayor — 

Oaths  of  office  administered  to  mayor  by  chief  justice  1 
Oaths  of  office  administered  by  mayor  to  aldermen  and  coun- 

cilmen  elect  1 ;  to  city  clerk  3 
Inaugural  address  delivered  1;  copy  for  printing  requested 

c  4,  a  14;  disposition  of  topics  c  4,  a  14,  c  80,  a  82 
Courtesies  to  distinguished  strangers  c  10,  16,  a  20 
Appointment  of  mayor's  clerk  a  20;  [for  other  appointments 

see  City  Officers] 
Report  of  ordinance  concerning  mayor's  clerk  c  157;  ordi- 
nance passed  c  176 ;  laid  on  table  a  179 ;  indefinitely  post- 
poned a  213 ;  reconsideration  refused  235 ;  notice  laid  on 

table  c  243;  placed  on  rile  c  403 
Assassination  of  the  president,  remarks  448,  619;  delegate  to 

attend  obsequies  621 
Authorized  to  close  City  hall  and  public  offices  occasionally 

c  672,  >-34,  846,  a  855 
Invitation  to  deliver  valedictory  c  848,  a  855 
Valedictory  921 

For  subjects  of  executive  action,  see  alphabetic  heads 
Messages — 

Mystic-valley  sewer  a  23— see  Water 

Bond  to  city  of  Somervillc — see  Water 

Matron  for  city  prison  a  82 — see  Police 

Ballot  boxes  a  353 — see  Elections 

Assistant  to  harbor  master  a  549 — see  Harbor 

Elevators  5S6 

Death  of  President  Garfield  619 

Webster  centennial  804 

Corner-stone  of  old  high-school  building  a  836 

Underground  telegraph  wires  a  913 
Maywood  street — 

Sever:  petition  a  209;    report  and  order  notice  294;  hear- 
ing 309 ;  order  passed  341 ;  report  of  cost  referred  855 
McAleer,  Ellen  — 

264  Tremont  st.,  lamp,  leave  to  withdraw  a  915 
McAvoy,  P^dward — 

4vj  Tremont  st.,  lantern,  permit  a  294 
McBrcen,  Peter — 

12b  Castle  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  159;  order  passed  180 
Paul  st.,  sidewalks,  order  passed  a  276 
BCcCabe,  James— 

207-209  Havre  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  309;  order  passed  342 
MeCabe,  Join,  J. — 

Appointed  assistant  sup't  of  Chelsea  (South)  bridge  a  786 

Hc(J;iMr,  J:.im 

20'j  Havre  st.  (ward  1),  stable,  petition  a  690 
McCarthy,  Timothy — 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  115 
McCarthy,  William— 

Baily  st.,  near   Washington  st.    (ward  24,)  stable,  petition  a 
886;  permit  863 


McCartney,  James — 

Release  refused  a  120 
McChesney,  William  T. — 

Appointed  field  driver  and  pound  keeper  a  255,  c  257 
McCloary,  Samuel  F. — 

Elected  city  clerk  and  qualified  3  » 

McCobb,  William  P.— 

Appointed  weigher  of  coal  and  public  weigher  a  404 
McCormick,  Martin  S.,  councilman  (ward  6)  — 

Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  salaries  27 
McCrillis  Brothers  et  at. — 

Spring  lane,  petition  to  put  in  order  a  639 
McCubbin,  Edward — 

Chestnut-st.  sewer,  $54.90  abatement,  order  passed  659 
McCullough,  Elizabeth- 
Court  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  677 
McCullough,  Thomas — 

Elected  representative  a  747 
McCurdy,  James  — 

506  East  Eighth  St.,  abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment  a  83 
McDavitt,  Elizabeth- 
Commercial  St.,  widening,  $27000  damages  a  71,  85 
McDonald,  Isaac  W. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
McDonald,  Louis — 

Movement  of  wooden  building  from  78  Chatham  st.  to  123 
Paris  St.,  petition  a  422 ;  permit  455 
McDonald,  Patrick  F.— 

Elected  representative  a  747 
McFaddcn,  Bernard — 

License  revoked  a  295 
McGahey,  Alex.  H.— 

Elected  representative  a  747 
McGaregill,  James — 

North  st.,  mortgage  discharged  a  101 
McGaragill,  James  and  Jane — 

24  Kirkland  st.,  cancellation  of  bond  and  issue  of  new  agree- 
ment a  196,  c  198 
McGovern,  Lawrence — 

147  Havre  st ,  6idewalk,  petition  a  639 
McGowan,  J.  M.  C  — 

Park  sq.,  electric  lights,  permit  a  808 
McGrath,  Thomas — 

George  st.  (ward  20),  stable,  petition  a  247;  permit  294 
McGrath,  William— 

77  Cottage  st.  (E.  B.),  sidewalks,  petition  a  334;  order  passed 
357 
McGuire,  Benjamin  B. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  100 
McHale,  Richard — 

Atlantic  av.,  shooting-gallery,  petition  a  404 

Foster  st.,  sewer  abatement  a  789 
Mcintosh,  Samuel — 

Appointed  officer  to  make  complaint  in  cases  of  violation  of 
ordinances  a  100,  677 

Appointed  truant  officer  a  100 

Appointed  constable  a  100,  589,  630 
Mcintosh,  William  H.— 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
McKay,  David  H. — 

Water-st.,  sewer,  extension,  petition  a  159 
McKay,  D.  H.— 

Monroe-st.,  sewer,  petition  a  178 ;  report  and  order  notice  210 ; 
hearing  229 

49  Tremont  st.,  rear,  stable,  petition  a  178;  permit  197 

49  and  51  Munroe  St.,  edgestones,  sidewalks,  order  passed 
a  342 

Wabon  St.,  grading,  edgestones,  sidewalks,  petition  a  404 ; 
order  passed  426 
McKay,  George  E. — 

Appointed  superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall  market  a  82 
McKenney,  Sarah  S. — 

279  Bolton  st.,  abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment,  petition 
a  89 ;  order  passed  170 
McKinney,  Daniel — 

Washington  st.,  between  Lexington  st.  and  Madison  av.  (ward 
25),  stable,  petition  a  652;  permit  668 
McLaren,  A.  &  J. — 

Webster  St.,  corner  Bremen  st.  (ward  2),  wooden  building, 
erection,  petition  c  477 

Rear  No.  326-330  Border  st.  (ward  1),  wooden  building,  ex- 
tension, petition  a  568 

Marginal  st.   (ward  2),  wooden  building,  erection,    leave  to 
withdraw  c  664 
McLaughlin,  Edward — 

617-645  Saratoga  st.,  grade  damages,  petition  a  589;  order 
passed  917 
McLaughlin,  Frederick — 

Newton  st.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  289;  leave  to  with- 
draw a  518,  c  521 
McLaughlin,  John  A.,  councilman  (ward  7)  — 

Oaliis  of  office  3 

Appointed :  committee  on  surveyor's  department  27 ;  Mar- 
cella-st.  Home  inquiry  154;  commissions  301 ;  eulogy  on 
President  Garfield  622 
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Remarks : 

Invitation  to  public  meeting;  relating  to  Irish  affairs  76 
Pay  of  laborers  and  mechanics  284 
City  treasurer  32;} 
Old  state  house  416 
McLaughlin.  Philip  J.,  councilman  (ward  6) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed :  committee  on  East  Boston  ferries  27 ;  salaries  27 ; 
fourth  of  July  259 
McLean,  Archibald — 

Pitts  st.,  sewer  abatement,  order  i^assed  a  8S9 
McLean,  Charles  R.,  superintendent. — ■ 

Water  St.,  movement  of  wooden  building,  permit  a  24 
McLean,  Charles  R.  et  al. — 

Meridian-st.  bridge,  widening,  and  Meridian  st.  from  Condor 

st.  to  bridge,  widening,  petition  a  104 
Liverpool  st.,  M.  R.R.  cars,  petition  for  hearing  a  667 
Border  St.,  lamps,  petition  a  881 
McLean,  M. — 

Mystic  wharf  (ward  3),  wooden  addition  to  building,  petition 
a  404;  report  c  561,  57S;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
McMahou,  James  et  al. — 

East  Eighth  St.,  between  H  and  I  sts.,  sidewalks,  petition 
a  352 ;  order  passed  376 
McMahou,  Philip  — 

Loss  of  cow,  leave  to  withdraw  a  231 
McManus,  Frank — 

Commercial  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  c  28,  a  32 
McManus,  Patrick — 

Commercial  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  170 
Henchman  st. ,  sewer  abatement  a  789 
McMorris,  John  F.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
McMullen,  John  et  al. — 

Petition  that  the  B.  &  P.  R.R.  Co.  be  requested  te  lay  planks 
on  Ruggles  st.  and  within  their  rails   at  Rogers  av.,  to 
remove    obstructions,     etc.    a  608;     order    passed   617; 
report  action  inexpedient  631 
McMurtrie,  Alexander  — 

Street  sprinkler,  petition  in  favor  a  193 
MeNamara,  Jeremiah  J.,  councilman  (ward  19)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  police  27 

Seat    contested,   petition    of   Christopher  J.   Spenceley  re- 
ferred 6 
Remarks : 

Pay  of  regular  reporters  268 
MeNamara,  John — 

869  Eighth  st.  (ward  14),  stable,  petition  a  593;  permit  645 
McNeil,  Francis — 

Foster  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  789 
McNeill,  John — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
McNeil,  Neil- 
Commercial  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  790 
McNelley,  John  E.— 

Elected  representative  a  747 
McNerlin,  Hugh — 

Appointed  assistant  sup't  of  Maiden  bridge  a  786 
McNever,  Mary — 

Medford  st.  (Charlestown),  personal  injuries,  leave  to  with- 
draw c  60,  a  68 
MeNutt,  John  J.— 

Corner  Maiden  and  Wareham  sts.,  wooden  building,  petition 
c  18,  a  20;  permit  a  34,  c  86 
McQuestion,  George  &  Co. — 

170  Border  St.,  change  in  driveways,  petition  a  511 
McSheehy,  J.  J.  et  al. — 

4  Globe  alley,  lamp,  petition  a  568 
McWhirk,  W.  A.— 

Millet  st.  (Dorchester),  lamps,  petition  a  S03 
Mead,  H.— 

561  East  Fifth  St.,  petition  a  209;  order  passed  234 
Mead,  JohnF.— 

Harwich  St.,  between  Dartmouth  and  Yarmouth  sts.,  tem- 
porary closing,  permit  a  24 
Harwich  St.,  temporary  closing,  petition  a  404;  permit  426 
Edgestones,  petition  a  404 ;  order  passed  426 
Sidewalk,  petition  a  56S;  order  passed  591 
Mead  street— ■ 

Stable  :  ]No.  9,  permit  a  807 
Mead,  Sumner  R. — 

Corner  Gloucester  st.   and  Commonwealth    av.,    sidewalk, 
petition  a  209 ;  order  passed  235 
Meade,  James — 

Perry  St.  (ward  3),  stable,  petition  a  390;  permit  426 
Mealey,  Mrs.  Johanna — 

28  Merrimack  St.,  electric  light,  petition  a  652;  permit  701 
Means,  Arthur  F.,  councilman  (ward  20)  — 
Oaths  of  oftice  1 
Appointed:  committee  on  elections  7;  health  27;  streets  27; 

Webster  centennial  817 
Elected  representative  a  747 
Remarks : 

Ward  19  contested  election  case  4S,  65 
A  question  of  privilege  126 


Confirmation  of  water  commissioner  271 
Transfer  of  Engine  12,  etc.  281 
Fourth  of  July  300 
Sundry  ordinances  326 
Sale  of  estate  37  Boylston  st.  350 
Nuisance  in  East  Boston  351 
Superintendent  of  printing  397 
Building  limits  446 
Public  parks  464 

Excursion  by  members  of  common  council  477 
Impurities  in  water  supply  510,  684 
Salaries  of  city  officers  523,  602,  753 
Storage  basin  No.  4,  542 
Change  of  seats  in  council  chamber  560 
Vaccine  virus  594 
Rules  of  the  council  632 
Steady  wrork  and  full  time  for  laborers  650 
Corliss  pumping-engincs  663 
Suplementary  reading  for  public  schools  675 
Death  of  hosemau  Tobey,  727 
Orchard  park  727 

Site  for  city  building  on  Back  bay  799 
Evening  high  school  850 
Means,  Robert  F. — 

Appointed  inspector  of  petroleum  and  coal  oils  a  115 
Mechanics — 

Wages,  order  assigned  c  266 ;  amended  and  passed  c  283;  in- 
definitely postponed  a  293 
Increase  of  pay,  order  referred  c  305 

Proposed  vacation,  order  indefinitely  postponed  c  330,  343 
Mecuen,  E.  F.— 

Appointed  officer  to  make  complaint  in  cases  of  violation  of 

ordinances  a  100,  677 
Appointed  truant  officer  a  100 
Appointed  coustahle  a  100,  589,  630 
Medford  street — 

Wooden  building :  No.  231,  erection,  petition  c  227 ;  permit 
a  255,  c  257 
Medford  street  (ward  13) — 

Stable:  No.  395,  petition  a  273;  permit  294 
Medford  street  (Charlestown)  — 

Claims :  personal  injuries  c  60,  a  68 

Tracks  :  petition  a  68 ;  report  and  order  notice  83 ;  order  passed 
170 
Change  in  location,  petition  a  193 
Proposal    to    buy   city   property   adjoining   No.    47   to    61, 

a  89 
Stables  :  No.  395,  petition  a  511;  leave  to  withdraw  557 

Petition  a  8S1;  permit  916 
Tree  :  removal,  petition  a  511 ;  report  and  order  for  hearing 

557 ;  hearing  569 
Steam-boiler :  No.  425,  petition  a  639 ;  permit  668 
Steam-engine:   on  Keyes   wharf,  petition   and  order  notice 
a  643 ;  hearing  677 ;  permit  701 
Medical  examiners — 

Medical  districts,  proposed  change — see  County  of  Suffolk 
Medina,  John — 

Corner  Washington  and  Bedford  sts.,  electric  lights,  permit 
aS62 
Meisel,  Augustus — 

Ashmont  St.,  edgestones,  remonstrance  a  68 
Meehan,  Patrick — 

Strip  of    land  on    Stony  brook,  conveyance  by  city  c  674, 
a  678 
Meigs,  Joel — 

Notice  of  intention  to  petition  legislature  for  charter  for  ele- 
vated railroad  a  709 
Melville  avenue — 

Sewer :  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 
Edgestones  :  petitions  a  549,  56S;  orders  passed  574,  590 
Petition  a  733 
Melville,  William — 

Nominated  and  elected  second  assistant  assessor  c  144,  172, 
a  179,  c  182,  a  195 
Melvin,  MarvE.,  executrix — 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  stall  No.  16  a  276 
Menslage,  Christopher — 

Alger  St.,  rear  of  and  near  Dorchester  av.  (ward  15),  wooden 
building,  petition  a  2S9;  permit  a 314,  c  322 
Merchant's  row — 

Steam-engine  :  at  No.  34,  hearing  a  159 ;  permit  ISO 
Crosswalk :    comer    Chatham   St.,    petition    a  369 ;     report 

394 
Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires,  permit  a  8S8, 
913 
Meriam,  Benjamin — 

Appointed  constable  a  5S9,  630 
Meriden  street — 

Part  of  Heath  place,  name  changed  a  557 

Sewer:  report  and  order  for  hearing  a  586;  hearing  5S9;  or- 
der passed  669;  report  of  cost  referred  S55 
Meridian  street — 

Widening :  from  Condor  st.  to  bridge,  petition  a  104 
Crosswalks:  from  110  to  113,  petition  a  334:  report  394  to  24 

Central  sq.  (E.B.) ;  report  a  394 
Extension  to  Walden  st.,  damages  a  S90 
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Merrlhow,  M.  L. — 

Melville  av.  (Dorchester),  edgestones,  petition  a  549;  order 
passed  574 
Merrill,  E.  O.  and  F.  H.— 

42  Sudbury  st.,  petroleum,  license  a  180 
Merrill,  Frederick- 
Release  from  county  jail  a  472 
Merrill,  Joshua  et  al.— 

Kill  St.  (ward  24),  sewer,  petition  a449;  order  passed  488 
Merrill,  Moody — 

Warren  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  589;  order  passed  617 
Merrill,  Moses  W. — 

Leverett  St.,  sewer  abatement,  order  passed  a  889 
Merrill,  B.  M.— 

205,  20T,  and  209  Newbury  St.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  677;  order 
passed  701 
Merrill,  B.  W.— 

211-217  Newbury  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a209;  order  passed 
234 
Merrill  street — 

Grading,  petition  a  667 
Merrimac  Btreet — 

Electric  lights  :  No.  28,  petition  a  652 ;  permit  701 
Petition  a  912 
Merritt.F.  B.,  heirs  of— 

24  Blue  Hill  av.,  wooden  addition  to  building,  petition  a  408; 
report  c  561,  57S;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
Meserve,  John  S.  et  al. — 

Medford  st.  (Charlestown),  removal  of  tree,  petition  a  511; 
report  and  order  for  hearing  557 ;  hearing  569 
Messenger,  city — 

Alvah  H.  Peters  nominated  and  elected  a  70,  c  74 
Order  defining  duties,  laid  on  table  a  121 ;  indefinitely  post- 
poned 311 
Report  of  ordinance  c  157 ;  amended  and  passed  e  176 ;  laid 
on  table  a  179;  amended  and  passed  a  277,  294,  311,  c  322 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Co. — 

Dartmouth     st.,   from    Tremont    to    Marlborough    St.,   and 
Huntington  av.  to  West  Chester  park,  tracks,  report  and 
order  notice  a  83 ;  hearing  116 ;  order  passed  142 
78th  location  accepted  a  160 

Walnut  av.  and  School  st.  (ward  21),  tracks,  petition  a  209; 

report  and  order  notice  314 ;  hearing  369 ;  order  passed  888 

Tremont  st.,  curved  tracks,  petition  a  289;  report  and  order 

notice  314;  hearing  369 
Huntington  av.,  between  West  Chester  park  and  Parker  et. 

location,  petition  a  33S;  permit  558 
Park  st.  near  Dorchester  av.    (ward  24),  wooden  building, 

erection,  petition  c  343;  permit  a  395,  c  397 
Newbury  st.,  west  ot"  Clarendon  st.,  tracks,  petition  a  369 
Tracks  in  certain   streets  to  reach  car-houses  at  skating-rink, 
petition  a  404;  report  and  order  for  hearing  426;   hearing 
483 ;  order  passed  680 
Border  st.,  near  Lexington  st.  (E.B.),  stable,  petition  a  549; 

permit  592 
Park  st.  (ward  24),  sewer,  petition  a  568;  report  and  order  for 

hearing  586;  hearing  589;  order  passed  630 
Kneeland  st.,  additional  locations  for  Belt  line  of  ears,  peti- 
tion a  589 ;  report  and  order  notice  617 ;  hearing  G52 
79th  location  accepted  a  709 

Cars  on  Liverpool  st. ,  remonstrance  a  413 ;  petitions  for  hear- 
iiii;  a  429,  667;  order  for  hearing  456;  hearing  483;  petition 
oil).  D.Kelly  776 
80th  location  accepted  a  912 
Metzger,  John  F.  ft  al. — 

1  miry  place,  petition  to  change  name  a  334 
Meyer,  Charles — 

Enfield  st.,  sewer  abatement  a  412 
Middle  street  (ward  15) — 

•Stable  :  next  to  No.  75,  petition  a  422;  permit  487 
Wooden  building,  movement  to  Dorchester  av.,  near  Dorr  St., 
petition  a  667;  permit  701 
Middlesex  Railroad  Co. — 

Medford  st.,  tracks,  Bunker  Hill  st.,  extension  of  tracks  to 
near  Webster  st.   (Charlestown),  petition  a  68;   report 
and  order  notice  83;  hearing  1:12;  order  passed  170 
24th  and  25th  locations  accepted  a  230 
Cars  on  all  lines,  petition  for  increasea487 
Bunker  Hill  st.,  corner  Sullivan  St.  (ward  4),  stable,  petition 

a  483;  permit  518 
Lincoln,  Kneeland,  and   Beach   sts.,   additional    location  of 

tracks,  report  and  order  notice  a  590 ;  bearing  623 
Main  st..  corner  Dorrance  st.   (ward  4),  addition  to  stable, 

petition  a  593:  permit  010 
Bear  609-629  Main  st.  (ward  4),  wooden  building,  erection, 
petition  a  608 
Middlesex  street — 

K.  I.  a-e  of  conditions  in  deed,  petition  c  58,  a  68;  order  passed 
a  196,  c  198 
Midland  street  (Savin  Hill)  — 

Sewer  :  petition  a  549 
Militia— 

Armories,  standing  committee  a  12,  178 
Order  to  provide  place  for  parade,  drill,  etc.,  referred  a  57 
Head -quarters  First  Battalion  of  cavalry,  repairs,  petition  a  32 ; 
order  passed  276 


Co.   D,   Ninth  Infantry,   additional    armory   room,   petition 

a  32 
Co.  A,  Ninth  Regiment,  repairs,  order  referred  a  71;  order 

passed  276 
Co.  L,  First  Infantry,  armory  accommodations,  petition  a  82; 

orders  passed  197 
Co.  L,  First  Regiment,  furnishing,  order  passed  a  276 
Co.  C,  Ninth  Regiment,  repairs,  order  passed  a  276 
Rifle  rauge,  petition  of  officers  of  M.V.  M.  a  289 
Co.    L.,    Sixth    Regiment,    appropriation     for    rent;    order 

passed  a  486 
Ninth  Regiment — see  Yorktown. 
Co.  A,  5th  Regiment,  heating  apparatus  for  armory,  petition 

a  677  ;  order  passed  789 
Co.  A,  1st  Regiment,  closets  and  repairs  in  armory,  petition 

a  677 
Co.  II,  5th  Regiment,  repairs  in  armory,  petition  a  709 
Co.  C,  First  Infantry,  repairs  on  armory,  petition  a  733 
358  Main  st.  (Charlestown),  armory  for  Co.  A,  5th  Regiment 
Infantry,  order  passed  a  916 
Milk  — 

Topic  in  mayor's  address  referred  c  80,  a  82 
Martin  Griffin  appointed  inspector  of  milk  a  82 
Annual  report  of  inspector  a  213 
Milk  street — 

Steam-engines:  Nos.  151  and  153,  petition  and  order  notice 
a  254 ;  hearing  309 ;  permit  342 
No.  53,  petition  and  order  notice  a  747;  hearing  803;  per- 
mit 838 
Paving:   between    Batterymarch    and    Broad    sts.,   petition 

a  549 
Underground  telegraph   and   telephone  wires,  permit  from 
Washington  to  Broad  st.  a  888,  913 
Milk  street  (ward  2)  — 

Wooden  building,  near  Webster  st.,  erection,  petition  a  247; 
permit  a  314,  c  322 
Mill  street — 

Edgestones:  between  Ashland  and  Commercial  sts.,  petition 
a  309 
Mill  Btreet  (ward  24) — 

Sewer :  petition  a  159 ;  report  and  order  notice  197  ;  hearing 

209 ;  order  passed  210 ;  report  of  cost  referred  837 
Sprinkling:  petition  a  193;  order  passed  234 
Crosswalks  :  petition  a  352 ;  report  617 

Petition  a  667 ;  report  701 
Edgestones:  between  Ashland  and  Commercial  sts.,   order 
passed  a  722 
Mill-street  court  (ward  4)  — 

Lamps  :  petition  a  404 
Miller,  G.  W.  &  C.  R.— 

369  Atlantic  av.,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice  a  179 ; 
hearing  229,  289 ;  permit  313 
Miller,  John  E. 

143-147  Court  St.,  bracket  for  electric  light,  petition  a  247 ; 
permit  276 
Miller  street — 

Shed,  corner  Rutherford  av.,  petition  a  697 
Miller  street  (ward  5) — 

Stable  :  at  No.  42,  petition  a  178;  permit  197 
Millet  street  (Dorchester)  — 

Lamps,  petition  a  803 
Mills,  Lansing — 

Transportation  for  Indian  lacrosse' players  fourth  July,  vote 
of  thanks  a  456,  c  460 
Milmont  street — 

Petition  that  name  be  changed  a  132 
Milton  avenue  (ward  24) — ■ 

Stables  :  corner  Fuller  St.,  petition  a  209 ;  permit  237 
Corner  Maxwell  St.,  petition  a  247;  permit  275 
Minchin,  Joseph f^a/. — 

Geneva  av.  between  Columbia  st.  and  N.Y.  &  N.E.  R.R., 
petition  to  put  in  order  a  449 
Minden  street — 

Extension  to  Walden  St.,  damages  a  573 
Grading,  etc.,  petition  a  733 
Lamps,  report  a  890 
Miner,  A.  A.,  trustee — 

Corner  Harrison  av.  and  Worcester  sq.,  removal  of  telegraph 
pole,  petition  a  209 
Minors — see  Licenses 
Minot,  George  R.  et  al. — 

Hyde  Park  av.  between  Walk  Hill  and  Mt.  Hope  sts.,  plank 
walk,  etc.,  petition  a  209 
Minot  street — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  309,  356,  c  364 
Paving,  between  Nashua  and  Lowell  sts.,  petitiott  a  608 
Minot  street  (ward  24)  — 

Stable  :  near  Sheridan  St.,  petition  a  209;  permit  237 
Mitchell,  Michael — 

Gilbert  st.,  corner    Hoffman  st.    (ward  23),  stable,  petition 
a  588;  permit  592 
Molv,  Catherim — 

182  It  st..  sidewalk,  petition  a  733 
Monadnock  street  (ward  20)  — 

Stables  :  petition  a  32  ;  permit  56 

Near  Bird  St.,  petition  a  273;  permit  294 


INDEX    TO    PROCEEDINGS    OF    CITY    COUNCIL. 


Sewer,  from  Dudley  to  Bird  St.,  petition  a  5S9;  report  and 

order  notice  669;  hcarlng677;  order  passed  681 
Grading,  edgestones,  petition  a  SSI 
Monahan  James- 
Appointed  assistant  sup't  of  Broadway  bridge  a  7S6 
Monahan.  Patrick  et  al. — 

Shamrock  st.  (ward  24),  grading,  etc.,  petition  a  593 
Monks,  J.  I'.,  estate  of— 

233-'-,:'.',i  South   st.   (ward  12),  stable,  petition  a  2S9 ;  report, 
assigned  a  35S,  378 ;  laid  on  table  a  394;  accepted  a  574 
Monroe,  Frederick — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Montague,  Clifton— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  SSI 
Montana  street  (ward  21)  — 

Stable  :  near  Georgia  av.,  petition  a  836;  permit  863 
Monument  avenue  (ward  5) — 

Wooden  building:  movement  to  Madison  av.,  corner  Ferrin 
St.,  petition  a  309 ;  permit  342 
Monument  street  (ward  3)  — 

Stable  :  petition  a  12 ;  permit  211 

Wooden  buildings  :  movement  from  7  Webster  St.,  petition 
a  159;  permit  ISO 
AVooden  addition,  near  Bunker  Hill  St.,  petition  a56S,  589 
Mooney,  David — 

Arrest,  reward  for  c  910,  a  912 
Moore,  Dennis — 

Appointed  officer  to  make  complaint  in  cases  of  violation  of 

ordinances  a  100,  677 
Appointed  truant  officer  a  100 
Appointed  constable  a  100,  589,  630 
Moors,  J.  B.  et  al. — 

Williams  St.,  plank  walk,  petition  a  667 
Moreland  street — 

Sewer:  between  Greenville  and  Fairland  sts.,  petition  a  289; 
report  and  order  notice  314;  hearing  334;  order  passed 
356 ;  report  of  cost  referred  837 
Edgestones :  petition  a  677 ;  order  passed  701 
Morey,"  Edwin — 

336  Beacon  st.,  stable,  petition  a  56S;  permit  587 
Morrill,  George  E. — 

10  Chamber  st.   (Charle*stown),  steam-engine,  petition  and 
order  notice  a  160;  hearing  209;  permit  231 
Morrill,  Joseph,, jr. — 

Compensation  for  poultry  destroyed  by  dogs,  order  passed 
a  916 
Morrill,  J.  Tilson — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  624 
Morris,  John  J. — 

Complaint  against  board    of  health    respecting  the  issue  of 
burial  permit  a  639;  referred  681;  report  a  774,  c  792 
Morrison,  Alexander — 

Personal  injuries,  petition  a  82 
Morrison,  C.  E.— 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  stall  No.  30  a  57 
Morrison,  George- 
Elected  superintendent  Meridian-st.  bridge  e  111,  a  118 
Morrison,  James  — 

Appointed  assistant  snp't  of  Meridian-st.  bridge  a  593 
Morrison,  N.  M. — 

Gardner  st. ,  lamps,  report  a  890 
Morrison,  Nahum  et  al. — 

Gardner  and  Morrison  sts.  (W.  R. ),  grading,   etc.,  petition 
a  733 
Morrison,  Nahum  M.,  councilman  (ward  23) — 
Presides  as  senior  member  elect  1,  3,  521,  682 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on  disposition  of  topics  in  mayor's 
address  4;  East  Boston  ferries  27;  public  buildings  27; 
fourth  July  259 
Remarks : 

On  calling  council  to  order  as  senior  member  elect  1 
Point  Shirley  railroad  219 
Transfer  of  Engine  12,  etc.  281 
Pay  of  laborers,  etc.  284 
Proposed  police  building  327 
Sale  of  estate  37  Boylston  st.  328,  350 
Old  state  house  348 
Music  stand  on  common  397 
Salaries  of  ferry  employes  440 
Building  limits  446 

Salaries  of  city  officers  531,  541,  706,  752 
Visit  to  inspect  Corliss  pumpiug-engines  648 
Evening  high  school  850 
Morrison,  Peter,  councilman  (ward  1) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  fourth  July  259 
Morrison  street  (W.  R). — 

Grading,  etc. :  petition  a  733 
Morrison,  William  H. — 

Appointed  assistant  sup't  of  Federal-st.  bridge  a  786 
Morse,  A.  P.  et  al. — 

Pearl  place,  paving,  petition  a  209 
Morse,  E.  Rollins — 

Newbury  St.,  rear  of  West  Chester  park,  stable,  petition 
a  468;  permit  487 


Morse,  E.  P.  et  al.— 

May  wood  St.,  sewer,  petition  a  209;  report  and  order  notice 
294 ;  hearing  309  ;  order  passed  341 
Morse,  F.  J. — 

Lamartine  st.,  edgestonea,  sidewalks,  petition  a  608;   order 
passed  631 
Morse,  Henry — 

Appointed  field  driver  and  pound  keeper  a  255,  c  257 
Morse,  James — 

22  Copeland  St.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  783;  order  passed  807 
Morse,  Leopold — 

Essex-st.  extension,  sewer  abatement,  order  passed  a  889 
Morse,  Leopold,  and  Patrick  A.  Collins — 

Essex-st.  extension,  $220  damages,  order  passed  a  669 
Morse,  L.  B.  et  al. — 

Springfield  St.,  from  Harrison  av.  to  Albany  St.,  sidewalk, 
petition  a  32 
Morse,  Leopold  et  al. — 

Beacon  st.,  crosswalk  at  Brimmer  St.,  petition  a  193;  order 
passed  341 

Steam-pipes  under  city  streets,  petition  a  229;  leave  to  with- 
draw 341 
Morse,  Randall  G. — 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  115 
Moseley,  L.  C,  and  Calvin  C.  Tutlle,  executors — 

Sprinkling  city  streets,  petition  a  159;  report  180 
Moseley,  Phillips  '&  Co.— 

105-107  Noi-th  St.,  steam-engine,  permit  a  120 
Mott,  Rebecca — 

Henchman  St.,  sewer  abatement,  order  passed  a  808 
Moulton,  Roscoe  G. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  273 
Moulton  &  Goodwin  et  al. — 

Broad  st.,  extension  of  market  limits  to  Milk  St.,  petition 
a  32 ;  leave  to  withdraw  83 
Mowles,  Daniel  H.  et  al. — 

Greenwich  st.  (ward  24),  plank  sidewalk,  petition  a  803 
Mowry,  A.  D.  et  al. — 

Warren  St.,  at  May  wood  st.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  483;  report 
721 
Mowry,  Oscar  B.,  att'y — 

Offer  for  purchase  of  certain  lands  in  Winthrop,  Mass.  a  568 
Mowry  &  Porter — 

786  Washington  St.,  metal  furnaces,  petition  a  195;  permit  210 
Steam-engine,    petition    and    order  for  hearing  a    230; 

hearing  2S9 ;  permit  313 
Melting  furnaces,  petition  a  247 ;  permit  277 
Mt.  Everett  street — 

Edgestones :  petition  a  422,  511 ;  orders  passed  456,  558 

Lamps :  petition  a  178 ;  report  890 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery— see  Cemeteries 
Mt.  Hope  station — 

Bridge  over  B.  &  P.  R.R.,  petition  a  247 ;  order  passed  277 
Mt.  Hope  street — 

Plank  walk:  petition  a  178;  order  passed  276 
Mt.  Pleasant  avenue — 

Sewer :  near  Fairland  St.,  petition  a  690 
Mt.  Vernon  street—- 

Edgestones  :  abatement  and  assessment  a  S3 

Tugboat  landing:  petition  a  422;  report  455 

Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires;  permit  from 
Charles  to  Beacon  St.  a  SS8,  913 
Mt.  Vernon  st.  (Charlestown)  — 

Sidewalks,  roadway ;  petition  a  652 
Mt.  Vernon  st.  (Dorchester) — 

Telegraph  poles:  between  Dorchester  av.  and  O.  C.  R.R., 
permit  a  807 
Mt.  Vernon  street  (W.R.)— 

Gutters,  sidewalks :  petition  a  549 
Muddy  river — see  Parks 
Mullane,  Jeremiah  H. — 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Mullett,  George  F.,  councilman  (ward  5)  — 

Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee   on   fuel   27;    water  27;    paving   27 
seventeenth  June  96 
Mullin,  W.  F.— 

24  Blue  Hill  av.  (ward  20),  stable,  petition  a  468;   permit 
487 
Munroe,  Abel  B. — 

Appointed  constable  a  5S9,  630 
Munroe,  E.  V.  et  al. — 

Highland  st.  (ward  24),  sewer,  remonstrance  a  209 
Munroe,  George  B.— 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Munroe,  Jotham  E. — 

Appointed  constable  a  5S9,  630 
Munroe  street — 

Sewer:  petition  a  17S;  remonstrance  209;  report  and  order 
notice  210 ;  hearing  229 

Sidewalks,  edgestones :  Nos.  49  and  51,  order  passed  a  342 
Munsen  &  Fahery — 

257  Tremout  St.,  post  and  druggist's  mortar,  petition  a  6S 
Murdock,  C.  et  al. — 

Prospect  st.  (Charlestown)  crossing,  petition  a  5S9 ;   report 
617 
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Murphy,  Francis  J.,  councilman  (ward  3) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  ;  committee  on  assessors'  department  27 
Remarks  : 

Police  parade  307 
Murphy,  George — 

Appointed  officer  to  make  complaint  in  cases  of  violation  of 

ordinances  a  100,  677 
Appointed  truant  officer  a  100 
Appointed  constable  a  100,  589,  630 
Murphy,  James  S. — 

Walnut  aw,  tracks,  remonstrance  a  309 
Murphy,  John  J. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  111,  a  116,  c  126,  a  132,  cl44, 
a  160 
Murphy,  Mary — 

80  West  Fifth  St.,  $200   grade  damages,  order  passed  775; 

order  rescinded  887 
97  Wist  Fifth  st.,  additional  grade  damages,  petition  a  836; 

order  passed  8S7 
Meridian  St..  extension  to  Walden  st.  $158.50  damages,  order 
passed  a  890 
Murphy,  Patrick  D.,  guardian — 

Estate  corner  Hyde  st.  and  Washington  av.,  refunding  taxes, 
petition  a  404;  leave  to  withdraw  a  745,  c  748 
Murphy,  Timothy — 

Harrison  av.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  82,  leave  to  with 
draw  a  210,  c  217 
Murray ,  Bridget  Annie — 

Ferryboat  D.  D.  Kelly   (K.B.),    personal   injuries,  petition 
a  733 
Murray,  E.  W.— 

Pynchon  st.,  injury  to  hack,  petition  a  404;  leave  to  withdraw 
c  545,  a  556 
Murray,  George  If. — 

Petition  for  leave  to  exhibit  plans  of  cross  bridges,  a  639 
Murray,  George  L.  etal. — 

New  bridge  to  Charlestown,  petition  c  545;  report  a  629 
Murray,  William  K  Son. — 

Cedar  st.    (Charlestown),  between  Laurel  and  Bartlett  sts., 
sewer,  petition  a  677 
Murry,  Ellen — 

Centre  st.,  near  Orchard  st.  (ward  23),  stable,  petition  a  159; 
permit  197 
Murtagh,  John— 

288  Centre  st.  (ward  21),  stable,  permit  a  375 
Mutual  Union  Telegraph  Co. — see  Telephone  wires 
Myrtle  street — 

Sewer  :  report  of  co6t  referred  a  14 
Guy  posts  :  order  passed  a  916 
Mystic  street  (Charlestown)  — 

Tree:  No.  7,  removal,  petition  c  328;  report  519 
Mystic  wharf  (ward  3)  — 

Wooden  addition  to  building:  petition  a  404;  report  c  561, 
578;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
Mystic-valley  sewer — see  Water 

Nash,  Herbert — 

249  and  251  Newbury  St.,   sidewalks,  petition  a  690 ;   order 
passed  721 
Nashua  street — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries,  a  20,  c  25,  a  139,  c  144 

Paving :  petition  a  608 
Nason,  Jesse  L.— 

Elected  representative  a  747 
National  Dock  &  Warehouse  Co.  — 

Milk  st.,  near  Webster  st.  (ward  2),  wooden  building,  erec- 
tion, petition  a  247 ;  permit  a  314,  c  322 
National  Lancers — 

Visit  to  New  Orleans  c  61 ,  a  68,  c  80,  a  82 
Nawn,  Owen — 

2070  Washington  st.,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice 
a  83;  hearing  115;  permit  139 

Greenwich  st.  (Dorchester),  gravelling,  petition  a  390 

Wyman-place  extension   (ward  23),   stable,  petition  a  568; 
leave  to  withdraw  593 

Parker  St.,  site  for  school-house,  orders  irassed  a  679,  c  683 
Naylor  it  Co. — 

Dorchester  av.,   iron  pipe  from  Dove  Bt.,  petition  a  309; 
permit  Ml 
Nazro,  Henry  J. — 

Elected  commissioner  of  Cedar  Grove  cemetery  c  198 
Nazro,  Henry  J.  et  <i(. — 

liellevue   st.    (ward  24),  from   Trull  to  Quincy  St.,  sewer, 
petition  a  BS0 
Nelson,  Angus — 

Elected  superintendent  Dover-st.  bridge  c  111.  a  118 
Nelson,  Horatio — 

Appointed  assistant  sup't  of  Dover-st.  bridge  a  786 
Nelson  street — 

Lamps  :  report  a  890,  915 
Nelson,  William  — 

Appointed  assistant  sup't  of  Dover-st.  bridge  a  786 
N.  E.  Piano  Co.  et  at. — 

Harrison   av.,  between   Newton    and  Maiden    sts.,   paving, 
petition  a  593 


Neponset  avenue — 

Petition  to  put  in  order  from  Mill  st.  to  the  river  a  585 
Nettleton,  Edward  P.— 

Nominated  and  elected  city  solicitor  a  294,  c  300 ;  resignation 
a  668 
New  England  Automatic  Gas  Light  Co. — 
Method  of  lighting  lamps,  petition  a  82 
New  England  Dredging  Co. — 

Congress  St.,  poles,  permit  a  917 
New  England  Felt  Rooting  Co.— 

Rear  of  First  St.,  near  Dorchester  av.,  steam-engine,  petition 
and  order  notice  a  557;  hearing  569;  permit  574 
New  England  Manufacturers'  and  Mechanics'  Institute — ■ 

Huntington  av.,   extension,  grading,   petition  a   334;    order 

passed  357 
License  to  hold  fair  a  586 

Northampton  st.,  near  Providence  R.R.,  and  corner  Trcmont 
and  Camden  sts.,  posts  for  electric  lights,  petition  a  589; 
permit  591 
Camden  St.,  temporv  foot-bridge  over  Providence  R.R.,  peti- 
tion a  589 ;  permit  617 
New  England  Newspaper  Union — 

222  Franklin  St.,  steam-engine,  order  notice  a  273;  hearing 
334;  permit  373 
New  England  Smelting  Co. — 

Chelsea  st.  (E.B.),  melting  furnaces,  petition  a  511;  permit  557 
Chelsea  st.  (E.B  ),  near  Eagle  St.,  melting  furnace,  petition 

a  677 ;  permit  701 
Chelsea  st.  (E.B.),  near  Eagle  St.,  steam-engine,  petition  and 
order  notice  a  677 ;  hearing  733 ;  permit  777 
N.  E.  Weston  Electric  Light  Co. —  see  Lamps 
New  Orleans,  City  of— 

Testimonial  from  city  of  Boston,  committee  appointed  c  61, 

a  68  ;  report,  resolve  and  order  passed  c  80,  a  82 
Mardi  gras  festival,  order  for  committee  rejected  c  81 
New  6treet  (ward  2) — 

Wooden  addition  to  building :  opposite  Maverick  St.,  petition 

a  273;  permit  a  314,  c  322 
Boiler:  iNo.  22,  petition  a  289;  permit  313 
New  York  &  Boston  Manufacturing  Co. — 

52-54  Pearl  st.,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice  a  483; 
hearing  549;  permit  574 
New  York  &  New  England  R.R.  Co.— 

Commonwealth  fiats  in  Fort    Point  chaunel,   extension    of 

wooden  building,  petition  a  12,  c  16;  permit  c  8rt 
First  and  Granite  sts.,  tracks,  petition  a  82;  report  and  order 
notice  701;  hearing  763;  remonstrance  and  petitions  in  aid 
803 
Federal  St.,  crosswalk  at  N.Y.  &  N.E.  R.R.  station;  petition 
a  178 ;  report  234 
Crosswalk  at  Summer  st.,  petition  a  193 ;  report  295 
East  Chester  park,  stone  piers  under  bridge,  order  passed 

a  234 
Commonwealth  flats  (ward  12),  wooden  building,  erection, 

petition  a  468 ;  report  c  561,  578 ;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
Columbia  st.    (Dorchester),  tenijiorary  and  partial  closing, 

petition  a  568 ;  permit  617 
Commonwealth  flats,  near  Northern  av.,  (ward  13),  wooden 
building,  erection,  petition  a  803 
Newbury  street — 

Edgestones :  abatement  and  assessment  a  83 
Sidewalks  :  petition  a  115;  order  passed  142 

No.  211-217,  petition  a  209;  order  passed  234 
No.  170,  petition  a  549;  order  passed  574 
Nos.  205,  207,  and  209,  petition  a  677;  order  passed  701 
Nos.  249  and  251,  petition  a  690 ;  order  passed  721 
Nos.  263  and  265.  petition  a  783 ;  order  passed  807 
Stables  :  near  Hereford  si.,  petition  a  159;  permit  197 
Near  West  Chester  park,  petition  a  247;  permit  275 
Petition  a  309 ;  permit  340 
Petition  a  404;  permit  426 
Rear  West  Chester  park,  petition  a  468;  permit  487 
Near  Chester  park,  petition  a  511 ;  permit  557 
Corner  Chester  park,  petition  a  511 ;  permit  557 
Near  Hereford  st.,  petition  a  639,  permit  658 
Near  Hereford  St.,  petition  a  667  ;  permit  679 
Tracks:  west  of  Clarendon  St.,  petition  a  369;  remonstrance 

404 
Grading :  between  Hereford  St.  and  West  Chester  park,  or- 
der passed  a  295 
Newell,  John — 

Bedford   St.,   free  industrial  school,  petition  a  309;    report 

e  349,  a  352 
Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Newey,  Joshua  C. — 

9-11  Hampden  st.,  steam-engine,  hearing  a  247;  permit  277 
Newball,  George  A. — 

Appointed  superintendent  West  Roxbuiy  scales  a  115 
Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  115 
Newhouse,  A.  F. — 

Falcon,  near  Brook  st.  (ward  1),  stable,  petition  a  12;  per 
mit  34 
Newman,  Andrew  W. — 

Appointed  superintendent  Roxbury  scales  a  115 
Newton,  City  of — 

Boundary  lines  a  255 


lu 
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Newton,  John  F. — 

1  Koareargo  nv.,  tree,  removal,  petition  a  087;  report  701 
Nichols,  Arthur  11  — 

Morelaud  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  077;   order  passed  701 
Nichols,  B.  P.— 

So  Milk  St.,   steam-engine,   petition  and  order  notice  a  747; 
hearing  S03 ;  permit  838 

Essex  st. -extension,  sewer  abatement,  order  passed  a  880 
Nichols,  B,  W.- 
Essex st..  near  South  St.,  tunnel,  petition  a  115;  permit  142 
Nichols,  Elizabeth  F.  1 1  al  — 

Moreland  St.,  between  Greenville  and  Fairland  ste.,  sewer, 
petition  a  289 ;  report  and  order  notice  314;  hearing  334; 
order  passed  350 
Nichols,  Frederick  — 

Mt.  Vernon  St.,  edgestones,  assessment  a  83 
Nichols,  John  C.  et  al. — 

Commercial   St.,  from  Charles-river  bridge  to  Hanover  St. 
paving,  petition  a  369 
Nichols,  Smith  W.,  jr. — 

Park  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  412 
Nichols,  W.  F.  &  Co.— 

497  Washington  St.,  electric  light,  permit  a  775 
Nichols,  William  Iiipley — 

Report  on  water  impurities  c  78 
Nicholson,  Emily  E. — 

F  St.,  personal  injuries,  leave  to  withdraw,  a  83,  c  86 
Nickelson,  JohnE.  ct  al. — 

No.  536  to  544  Bremen  St.,  sewer,  petition  a  568;  report  and 
order  notice  681 ;  hearing  690 ;  order  passed  775 
Nickerson,  A.  T. — 

Warren  bridge,  lease  of  building,  petition  e  460,  a  468;  order 
passed  a  557,  c  559 
Nicotine,  Joseph  et  al. — 

Ferry  St.,  paving,  petition  a  309 
Niles,  S.  &  L.  V.— 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  stall  No.  32,  report  a  864 
Niles,  William  A. — 

Appointed  undertaker  a  89 
Ninth  street — 

Sidewralk :  corner  K  et.,  petition  a  115 

Claims :  personal  injuries  a  193,  313,  c  322 

Crosswalk :  order  passed  a  295 

Stable  :  near  H  St.,  petition  a  836;  permit  863 
Noble,  Arthur — 

Cottage  St.  (ward  23),  stable,  petition  a  309;  permit  340 
Nonantum  St.  (Brighton)  — 

Watering  trough  :    corner  Market  St.,  petition  a  229 ;  order 
passed  a  340,  c  343 
Noonan,  Daniel — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Norcross,  Melleu  &  Co.  et  al. — 

Corn  court,  paving,  petition  a  289 
Norfolk  avenue  (ward  20)  — 

Wooden  building,  No.  112,  enlargement,  petition  c  245 ;  permit 
a  255,  e  257 

Sprinkling :  petition  a  511 

Nuisance — see  Health 

Stable  :  corner  Milton  av.,  petition  a  623 ;  permit  645 

Edgestones,  sidewalks  :  petition  a  733 
Norfolk  street  (ward  24)  — 

Lamps :  petition  a  178 ;  leave  to  withdraw  915 
Norfolk  street — 

Edgestones  :  order  passed  a  276 

Grading,  gravelling,  plank  walk :  order  passed  a  314 

Extension  of  repairing  to  Madison  St.,  petition  a  334 

Crosswalks,  at  Milton  av.,  petition  a  390 ;  report  455 

Petition  a  568 
Norris,  Jacob — 

Elected  superintendent  Fedcral-st.  bridge  c  111,  a  118 
North  avenue — 

Widening :  $40  damages  a  24 
North  avenue  (ward  24) — 

Grade  damages  :  No.  7,  petition  a  209 
No.  9,  petition  a  209 
No.  11,  petition  a  568 
North  Beacon  street — 

Crosswalk  :  at  Cambridge  St.,  petition  a  652 

Telephone  poles  :  petition  a  68 
North  Bennet  street — 

Paving  :  petition  a  639 

Use  of  ward-room  for  cooking-school :  petition  a  803 ;  referred 
c  848,  a  855 
North  street — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  20,  e  25,  a  120,  c  122 

Steam-engine,  at  Nos.  105  and  107,  permit  a  120 

Mortgage  discharged  a  101 

Paving :  between  Commercial  and  Clark  sts.,  petition  a  334 
North  Harvard  street  (ward  25) — 

Telegraph  poles  :  petition  a  511 ;  permit  679 
North  Howard  street  (ward  25) — 

Stable  :  petition  a  247 ;  permit  275 
North  Mead  street  (ward  4) — 

Stable :  No.  22,  leave  to  withdraw  a  721 
North  Russell  street — 

Paving :  petition  a  511 


Northampton  place — 

Lying-in  hospital :  No.  1,  petition  a  623;  referred  658;  license 
668 
Northampton  street- 
Paving  :  petition  a  229 

Between  Washington  St.  and  Shawmut  av.,  petition  a  289 
Electric  lights:  near  Providence  R.R.,  petition  a  589;  permit 

591 
Highland    R.R.  location :   petition  a  639 ;    report  and  order 
notice  668;  hearing  709;  order  passed  807 
Petition  a  709;  report  and  order  notice  721;  hearing  783 
Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires;  permit  a  888,  913 
Northampton  st.  district — see  Lands 
Norton,  Bernard- 
Corner  Quincy  and  Cherry  sts.,  grade  damages,  petition  a  511 ; 
order  passed  864 
Norton,  William  A. — 

Nominated  and  elected  6upt.   Cambridge-st  bridge,  North 
Harvard-st.  bridge, Western-av.  bridge  to  Cambridge  a  235 
Novelty  Iron  Co. — 

Amory  st.  (W. It.),  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice 
a  815;  hearing  8S1 
Noyes,  Charles  J. — 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Noyes,  Josiah — 

74  W.  Rutland  sq.,  edgestones,  petition  a  511;  order  passed 
558 
Nute,  Orsamus — 

Sprinkling  city  streets :  petition  a  159 ;  report  180 

O  street — 

Corner  Fifth  St.,  primary  school-house  site,  order  passed  for 

payment  a  72 ;  c  74, 86 
Steam-engines:  at  No.  83,  petition  and  order  notice  a  120; 
hearing  17S;  permit  197 

Corner  First  St.,  petition  and  order  notice  a  580 ;  hearing 
608;  permit  631 
Wooden    buildings :  movement  from   562  East  Seventh  St., 
permit  a  276 

Erection  near  East  First  St.,  petition  a  623 
Melting   furnace :  rear  No.  83,  petition,    order   for  hearing 

a  373 ;  permit  394 
Grading:  between  Broadway  and  Third  st.,  petition  a  511 
Stable :  near  East  First  St.,  petition  a  5S0;  permit  591 
Oak  square  (Brighton) — 

Sidewalk :  petition  a  352 ;  order  passed  376 
Oakland  Gardens — 

Steam-engine :  petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  230 ;  hearing 

2S9 ;  permit  313 
Entertainments  :  petition  of  Isaac  B.  Rich  a  229,  275 
Corinne  Kimball,  permit  a  557 
Oakland  Garden  Association- 
Oakland  Gardens,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  for  hear- 
ing a  230 ;  hearing  289 ;  permit  313 
Ober,  Louis  P. — 

4  Winter  place,  electric  light,  permit  a  S62 
O'Boyen,  Michael — 

Appointed  assistant  sup't  of  Broadway  bridge  a  786 
O'Brien,  Hugh,  alderman — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Elected  :  chairman  of  board  of  aldermen  1 ;  manager  of  Old 

South  Association  a  33,  c  44;  trustee  of  public  library 

a  34,  c  43 
Appointed  :  joint  committee  on  rules  and  orders  233;  anno- 

ries   12;  bridges  12;  Faneuil  Hall,  etc.  12;  lamps  12; 

sewers   12;    common,  etc.  12;    legislative  matters  12; 

printing  12;  pubUc  buildings  12;  public  institutions  12; 

public  lands  12 ;  public  parks  12,  30 ;  Stony  brook  12,  30 ; 

Mystic-valley    sewer    23;    testimonial    to    city  of   New 

Orleans  OS;   commissions  293;   obsequies  of   President 

Garfield  621 
Remarks : 

Address  on  election  as  chairman  1 

Care    of   sidewalks  in   front   of  public  buildings    and 
grounds  13 

Coasting  on  common  30,  36 

Water-rates  for  manufacturing  and  mechanical  establish- 
ments 38 

School  expenses  91 

Homoeopathic  hospital  102 

Proposition  of  John  Reardon  IIS 

Petition  of  Benjamin  F.  Anthony  138 

Contested  election  case  161 

Salaries  of  city  officers  251,  311,  429,  490.  499,  5S0,  609 

Proposed  abolition  of  commissions  274, 2S9,  S5S 

Fourth  of  July  310 

Reservoir  building  and  new  court-house  315 

Corliss  pumpiug-engine  controversy  320,  695 

Public  library  352 

Gold  and  Stock  Telegraph  Co.  361 

Old  state  house  391,  406,  422,  500,  585,  791 

Convention  on  mayor's  salary  434 

Extension  of  Harrison  avenue  457 

Pay  of  laborers  49S,  551,  571,  614 

Use  of  boats  ou  public-garden  pond  on  Sundays  500 

Clerk-hire  of  auditor  of  accounts  512 
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Water  from  Lake  Winnipiscogcc  515 
Impurity  of  water  supply  551,  738 
Restriction  of  ears  oji  the  circuit  009 
Charges  against  city  treasurer  611 
General  meeting  01  citizens  013 
Death  of  President  Garfield  020 
Public  parks  010,  711,  704 
Steady  work  and  full  time  for  laborers  0.34 
Collector's  department,  personal  explanation  657 
Limiting  municipal  expenditures  07u,  700 
New  bridge  to  Charlestown  007,  856 
Evening  high  school  738 

Additional  water  supply,  $50,000  balance  779 
Pay  of  ferry  employes  839 
Underground  electric  wires  842 
Extra  high-service  water  supply  a  881 
Brush  electric  light  884 
Closing  address  918 
O'Brien,  Jeremiah — 

Columbia  St.,  near  N.Y.  &  N.E.  R.R.  (ward  24),  stable,  peti- 
hin  a  229;  permit  255 
O'Brien,  John  B.— 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  030 
O'Brien,  John  B.  et  al.— 

Passage-way  from  91  Chambers  st.  to  Leverett  st.,  lamps, 

petition  a  593;  report  S90 
Charles  St.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  677 
91-93  Chambers  St.,  crosswalk,  report  a  701 
O'Brien,  Mary  A. — 

Personal  injuries,  petition  a  132 
O'Callalmn,  C— 

35  Lawrence  st.  (Charlestown),  lamp,  petition  a  549 
Lawrence  st.  (Charlestown),  sewer,  petition  a  549 
O'Connor,  Catherine  B. — 

30  Gates  St.,  tree,  petition  a  115 
O'Connor,  James — 

Marsh  st.  (ward  24),  6table,  petition  a  159;  permit  180 
O'Donnell,  Edmond — 

Appointed  assistant  sup'tof  Mt.  Washington-av.  bridge  a  780 
O'Donnell,  Ellen- 
Chelsea  st.  (E.B.),  personal  injuries,  petition  a  193 
O'Flynn,  Honors  W.— 

6  C  st.,  edgestones,  sidewalk,  petition  a  690 
O'Leary,  Daniel — 

Shamrock  st.,  near  Commercial  st.  (ward24),  stable,  petition 
:i  667  ;  permit  079 
O'Leary,  Thomas — 

Renewal  of  passenger-wagon  license,  petition  a  132 ;  license  211 
O'Neil,  Arthur  H.— 

East  Eighth  st.,  corner  Knowlton  st.,  sidewalk  abatement  a  94 
O'Neil,  Joseph  II.— 

Nominated  and  elected  director  for  public  institutions  c  156, 

a  159, c  173,  a  180 
Elected  representative  a  747 
O'Neil,  J.  H.- 
Seneca St.,  lamps,  report  a  890 
O'Niel,  Matthew  H.  et  al.— 

Knowlton  st.,  edgestones,  sidewalks,  petition  a  309 
O'Toole,  Anna — 

F  st.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  82 
Oceati  street  (ward  24)  — 

Stable  :  rear  Albau  St.,  petition  a  677 ;  permit  700 
Ochs,  Andrew — 

Lark  and  West  Eighth  sts.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  667 
Odd  Fellows  Hall  Association  et  al.  — 

Warren  av.  (ward  17),  change  of  name,  remonstrance  referred 
a  12 
Old  Colony  Railroad  Co.— 

Station  on  Dorchester  av.,  petition,  order  passed  a  334 
Notice  of  land  taken  on  Foundry  st.  a  356 
Dovcr-st.  crossing,  order  passed  a  573;  referred  c  577;  report 
c  607,  a  608 
Old  Colony  Railroad  Co.  el  al. — 

.South  Boston  R.R.  Co.,  locations  in  Kneelaud  and  Lincoln 
sis.,  petition  in  aid  a  309 
Old  Colony  and  Newport  Railroad  Co. — 

Ralclng  grade  and  building  bridge  over  D  et.  extended,  con- 
tract authorized  a  250,  c  257 
Old  South  Association — 

Managers  nominated  and  elected  a  33,  c  44 
Old  .Slate  House— see  Buildings 
Oldham,  Jonathan  et  al. — 

Mt.  Vernon  st.    (Charlestown),  sidewalks,  roadway,  petition 

Oliver  street — 

Telegraph  poles  :  petition  a  193 

Melting  furnaces  :  No.  97,  petition  a  404;  permit  427 
Steam-engines  :  No.  97,  petition  and  order  notice  a  404;  hear- 
big  449;  permit  473 
No.   03,   petition  and   order  notice  a  736;   hearing  803; 
permit  H'.jh 
Olmetead,  Frederick  Law — 

Report  on  West  Roxbury  park  c  443 
Omnibuses,  etc — 

Boston  K  Maine  It. It.  depot  to  Rowe's,  India  and  Litchfield's 
wharves,  Robinson  &  Emerton,  petition  a  82,  license  211 


Bowdoin    sq.   to    Litchfield's   wharf,   George   A.  Coleman, 
petition  a  89,  license  211 
To  steamboat  wharves,  George  W.  Calef,  petition  a  115; 
license  211 
Fitchburg   R.R.    station    to    steamboat    wharves,    William 

Fletcher,  petition  a  115;  license  211 
Renewal  of  passenger-wagon  license,  Thomas  O'Leary,  peti- 
tion a  132;  license  211 
To  Allandale   Springs,    Harvey   Scudder,    petition    a    132; 

license  211 
Between  Calvary  cemetery  and  Forest  Hills  cars,  John  H. 
Cunningham,  petition  in  favor  a  422;  license  refused  573 
From  Cambridge  bridge  to  excursion  boats,  license  refused 

a  573 
From  K  st.  to  excursion  boats,  licenses  granted  a  573 
Field's  Corner  to  Neponset,  Win.  W.  Lambert,  license  a  590 
Charles    st.  to    Boston  &  Albany   station,  John  C.   Stiles, 

petition  a  007 
Cragie's  bridge  to  Scollay  sq.,  Franklin  Cross,  petition  a  690 
West  Chester  park,  through  Swett  st.  to  City  Point,  petition 
a  733 
Orange  court — 

Grade  damages,  petition  a  159 ;  leave  to  withdraw  c  607,  a  608 
Orchard,  Margaret  E. — 

64-80  Baxter  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  639 
Orchard  park — 

Protection  of  trees,  petition  a  193 

Extension  :  petition  c  476 ;  order  referred  c  600,  a  608  ;  notice 
of  call  for  report  c  000;  report,  assigned  c  664;  substitute 
order  assigned  e  688 ;  referred  c  728 
i'lank  walks  :  petition  a  709 
Orchard  street — 

Sewer ;  petition  a  483 
Ordinances — 

President  of  common  council  requested   to   serve  on  com- 
mittee 3 
Joint  standing  committee  c  11,  a  12,  14,  748 
Revision  of  ordinances,  report  of  order  to  petition  for  act 

c  48;  laid  on  table  a  55;  indefinitely  postponed  a  73 
Officers  appointed  to  make  complaints  in  cases  of  violation  of 

ordinances  a  100 
Ordinance  passed  adopting  ordinances  of  1870  and  subsequent 

ordinances  a  118,  c  122 
Order  to  submit  drafts  of  ordinances  to  city  solicitor,  passed 

a  140 ;  indefinitely  postponed  c  144 
Ordinance  relating  to  law  department — see  Law  department 
Ordinance  relating  to  clerk  of  committees— see  Committees 
Ordinance  relating  to  messenger  to  city  council — see  Messen- 
ger 
Ordinance  relating  to  mayor's  clerk — see  Mayor 
Act  relating  to  ordinances  c  303 
Ordinance  to  confirm  certain  ordinances  reported  c  304 ;  passed 

c  320, a  335 
Amusement  licenses,  ordinance  passed  a  890 ;  referred  c  896 
Oriole  street  (ward  23)  — 
Lamps :  petition  a  589 
Orleans  street  (ward  2) — 

Wooden  additions  to  buildings:  rear  Everett   St.,  petition 
a  289 ;  permit  a  314,  c  322 
Corner  Webster  st.,  petition  a  589;  leave  to  withdraw 
a  890,  c  895 
Nuisance,  between  Maverick  and  Decatur  sts.,  order  passed  c 
637,  a  043 
Osborn,  Henry  H. — 

Appointed  third  assistant  city  messenger  a  196,  c  198 
Osborn,  John,  jr. — 

Nominated  and  elected  second  assistant  assessor  c  144,  172, 
a  179,  c  182 
Osborn,  William  T. — 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  115 
Osgood  8c  Dyer  — 

29  and  30  Dock  sq.,  electric  lights,  permit  a  659 
Otis,  Howland  — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  783 
Overseers  of  poor— see  Poor 
Owens,  Patrick  J. — 

7  Clarence  st.,  edgestones,  order  passed  a  295 
Owners  of  wharves  on  Commercial  street  — 

Betterment  assessment  on  property  for  widening  Commercial 
St.,  request  for  hearing  a  608 
P  street — 

Sidewalks;  between  First  and  Fourth  sts.,  petition  a  89 

No.  01 ,  petition  a  549 ;  order  passed  574 
Wooden  building:  movement  from  002  East  First  St.,  peti- 
tion a  100;  permit  142 
Stable  :  petition  a  273 ;  permit  294 
Sidewalk  and  edgestone  abatement :  petition  a  881 
Packard,  C.  8.— 

Two  wooden  buildings,  petition  to  move  a  289;  permit  314 
Page,  Harding  &  Co. — 

Milk  st.,  between  Batterymarch  and  Broad  sts.,  paving,  peti- 
tion a  549 
Page,  H.  D.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  422 
Page,  Joseph  E.— 

Appointed  field  driver  and  pound  keeper  a  255,  c  257 


LIV 
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Page,  Joseph  W.— 

Centre  st.,  near  Green  st.  (Jamaica  Plain),  tree,  removal, 
petition  a  309;  report  370 
Page,  Kilby — 

Enfield  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  412 
Paige,  John  C. — 

20  Kilby  St.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  229 
Paine,  Benjamin  F. — 

Appointed  superintendent  Brighton  scales  a  115 
Paine,  Isaiah,  jr. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Taine,  Joseph  K. — 

Nominated  and  elected  trustee  of  Mt.Hope  cemetery  a  210,  c  217 
Paine,  J.  S.  et  at. — 

Canal  St.,  at  Market  St.,  crossing,  petition  a  352 ;  report  376 
Palmer,  Albert  et  at. — 

Orchard-park  extension,  petition  c  476;  report  c  664 
Palmer,  Leavitt  B. — 

Appointed  constable  a  639 
Palmer  place  (ward  20)  — 

Lamps  :  petition  a  652 ;  report  890 
Palmer  street — 

Sewer :  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 
Paris  street — 

Edgestones,  sidewalks :  at  Nos.  197, 199,  201,  petitions  a  178; 

orders  passed  394 
Wooden  building :  movement  from  78  Chatham  St.,  petition 
a  422 ;  permit  455 
Parisian,  steamer — 

Order  for  committee  passed  c  155;  amended  a  159,  c  175 
Park,  George  W. — 

556  Dorchester  av.,  telegraph  pole,  petition  a  229 
526  Dorchester  av.,  telegraph  pole,  damages,  petition  a  404 
Park  square- 
Enclosure  of  ground  :  petition  a  209 
Sprinkling  :  petition  a  209 ;  order  passed  234 
Cambridge  R.R.  location,  petition  a  352;  report  and  order  for 

hearing  412;  hearing  468;  order  passed  646 
Electric  lights  :  permit  a  808 
Park  street — 

Claims  :  rjersonal  injuries  a  S3,  c  86 
Tree :  No.  4,  removal,  petition  a  289 ;  report  376 
Park  street  (Charlestown — 

Widening :  damages  a  591 
Park  street  (Dorchester) — 

Sewers  :  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 
Abatements  a  412,  659 

Petition  a  568 ;  report  and  order  for  hearing  586 ;  hearing 
589 ;  order  passed  630 
Sprinkling :  petition  a  193 ;  order  passed  234 
Wooden  building:  near  Dorchester    av.,  erection,  petition 
c  343;  permit  a  395,  c397 
Parker,  Augustus  et  at. — 

Washington  St.,  between  Blue  Hill  av.  and  Mt.  Bowdoin 
station,  plank  walk,  petition  a  709;  order  passed  746 
Parker,  Charles  W.— 

Newbury  St.,  near  Hereford  st.  (ward  11),  stable,  petition 
a  667 ;  permit  679 
Parker,  Clifton  F.— 

Release  from    county  jail    a    56;    reconsideration,   laid    on 
table  72;  release  103 
Parker,  George  W. — 

Pynehon  st.  (ward  21),  stable,  leave  to  withdraw  a  700 
Petition  for  leave  to  dig  up  Centre  st.,  near  l'ynehon  St.,  to 
find  old  boundary  stone  a  803 ;  permit  837 
Parker,  Harleston  et  at. — 

Parker  Hill  av.,  macadamizing,  etc.,  petition  a  51 
Parker,  Harvey  D.  et  al. — 

Chapman  place,  extension,  petition  a  474 ;  report  referred  to 
next  city  government  a  890,  c  895 
Parker,  Henry  B. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  193 
Parker  Hill  avenue — 

Macadamizing,  etc. :  petitions  a  51 
Parker  &  Huckins — 

Corner  Pine  and  Washington  sts.,  roller  skating  rink,  license 
granted  a  211 
Parker  street — 

Platform  against  ice-house,  petition  a  12 ;  permit  a  24 
Sidewalks,  Nos.  671  &  673 :  order  passed  a  234 

Nos.  685  &  687  :  petition  a  422;  order  passed  456 
Grade  damages :  No.  468,  petition  a  549 
Temporary  track :  permit  a  426 
Track:  petition  a 449 
Edgestones,  sidewalks:  Nos.  661  &  663,  petition  a  474;  order 

passed  485 
Wooden  building:  movement  to  Gilbert  St.,  petition  a  568; 

leave  to  withdraw  631 
Site  for  school-house  :  order  passed  a  679,  c  683 
Crosswalk  :  at  Billings  place,  petition  a  709 
Parker,  W.  E.  &  Co.— 

357  Washington  St.,  electric  lights,  permit  a  862 
Parker  street  (Charlestown) — 

Sewer :  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 
Abatement  and  assessment  a  ISO 
Abatements  a  412,  449,  488 


Parkinson,  William  et  al. — 

Canal  st.,  removal  of  sidewalk,  petition  a  C23;  order  passed 
746 
Parkman,  Henry,  councilman  (ward  9) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  badges  11 ;  common  27 ;  legisla- 
tive matters  27 ;  testimonial  to  city  of  New  Orleans  61 ; 
fourth  July  259 ;  old  state  house  436 ;  plants  in  winter  505 ; 
obsequies  of  President  Garfield  622;  joint  rules  and 
orders  650;  Webster  centennial  817 
Elected:  president  pro  tern.  238;    director  of  East  Boston 

ferries  a  34,  c  44 
Remarks : 

Committee  on  improved  sewerage  3 

Election  of  finance  committee  8 

Ice  in  South  bay  16 

Joint  rules  and  orders  27 

Publication  of  names  of  jurors,  28,  67 

Coasting  on  common,  43,  46 

Members  of  city  government  being  members  of  school 

committee  49 
Janitors  of  school-houses  49 
Dates  of  municipal  elections  50 
Testimonial  to  city  of  New  Orleans  61 
Ward  19  contested  election  case  62 
Decoration  day  67 

Elevated  railroads  and  rapid  transit  77 
Appropriation  for  assessors'  department  96 
Petition  of  John  Reardon  113,  129,  149, 185,  208 
A  question  of  privilege  125 
Steamer  Parisian  156 
Ordinance  relating  to  city  messenger  176 
Appropriation  bill  190 
Homoeopathic  hospital  204,  226 
Safeguards  against,  fire  208 
Encroachments  upon  the  harbor  217,  239 
Legislation  in  cases  of  doubtful  elections  225 
Confirmation  of  water  commissioner  244 
Inspector  of  vinegar  245 
Directors  for  public  institutions  279 
Transfer  of  Engine  12,  etc.  281 
Pay  of  laborers  284 
Commonwealth-avenue  fences  287 
Police  parade  307 
Removal  of  fences  from  squares  307 
Forest  and  Oakland  gardens  for  fourth  of  July  385 
Music  stand  on  common  397,  403 
Old  state  house  416,  436 
Auditor  of  accounts  420 

Salaries  of  city  officers  436,  539,  605,  606,  706,  753 
Salaries  of  ferry  employes  440 
Public  parks  464 

Requesting  return  of  order  relating  to  parks  480 
Woodward  defalcation  502 
Care  of  plants  in  winter  504,  687 
Summer  concerts  510 
Death  of  President  Garfield  021 
Washington  park  637 

Visit  to  inspect  Corliss  pumping-engines  648 
Rules  and  orders  of  common  council  665 
City  solicitor  671,  682 
Allowing  city  employes  time  to  vote  802 
Care  of  plants  in  winter  825 
Transfer  of  powers  to  city  council  847 
Joint  convention,  mayor's  valedictory  848 
City  Point  park  S67 

Limitation  of  municipal  expenditures  S72 
Investigation  of  police  commissioners  907 
Parkman,  William — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  111,  a  116 
Parkman  street — 

Edgestones  :  petitions  a  422,  511 ;  orders  passed  455,  55S 
Parks,  Martha  E.  — 

Foster  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  789 
Parks,  Public — 

Joint  special  committee  e  4,  a  12,  c  27,  a  30,  c  689 
Charles-river  embankment — see  also  Legislative  matters 

Park  commissioners  requested  to  report  advantages  c  192 
Acceptance  of  chapter  W7,  acts  1881,  order  referred  c  403 
Plank  walk,  order  referred  c  403 

Additional  land,  order  to  petition,  passed  a  892,  c  896 
Annual  report  of  park  commissioner  a  53;  referred  c  81,  a  82 
Arnold  arboretum,  topic  in  commissioners'  report  referred 
a  70,  c  74;  orders  referred  c  509;  report  ruled  out  of  order 
e  546;  assignment  c  600;  order    amended  c  651;  orders 
rejected,  reconsideration  laid  on  table  c  663,  671 ;  orders 
referred  to  special  committee  c672;  visit,  order  indefi- 
nitely postponed  e  674:  visit,  order  passed  c  6S9:  petitions 
a  720,  e  723,  a  745,  c  748,  762,  909;   report  assigned  c  762, 
792;  accepted,  order  amended  c  851;  orders  passed  c  868, 
a  881 
Topic  in  mayor's  address  referred  c  80,  a  82 
Bridge  over  park  water-way  e  SI,  a  S2 

Muddy-river  improvement :  park  commissioners  requested  to 
investigate  and  report  c  81,  a  82;  report  a  678;  referred 
c683 
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William  Gray,  jr.,  appointed  commissioner  a  209,  c  '217 

Marino  park  (8.B.),  petitions  a  278,  e  278,  a  289,  c  303,  a  309, 
c  4o] ;  orders  a  517 ;  laid  on  table  a  549 ;  referred  a  574 

Lot  of  land  front  of  Art  Museum,  and  lot  at  junction  of  Hunt- 
ington av.  and  Boylston  st,  laying  out  as  public  parks; 
order  of  inquiry  passed  a  856 ;  referred  c3t>4;  report,  or- 
der passed  a  412,  c  415;  report  referred  a  617 

Rcporton  ••  the  several  orders,  petitions  and  other  documents 
relating  to  the  establishment  of  parks  "  c  442;  substitute 
order  providing  for  references  to  several  committees 
passed  e  400 ;  laid  on  table  a  470,  480 ;  order  requesting 
return  rejected  c  478,  504;  papers  referred  a  574 ;  report 
a  620;  assigned  a  639,  678,  090;  West  Koxbury,  City 
Point,  Brighton*  and  East  lloston  park  orders  passed 
a  710;  Charles. river  embankment  and  Muddy-river  im- 
provement, orders  rejected,  reconsidered,  and  assigned 
a  710,  746;  Charles-rivel  embankment,  order  passed  a  704  ; 
ordered  to  a  second  reading  c792;  laid  on  table  c  834; 
passed  c  870;  Muddy-river  improvement  order  assigned 
a  764,  783 ;  passed  a  809  ;  laid  on  table  c  S34 ;  passed  c  871 ; 
South  Boston,  Brighton,  West  Koxbury,  and  Kast  lioston 
parks,  substitute  orders  assigned  e  723 ;  West  Koxbury, 
laid  on  table  c  827;  passed  c  851;  South  Boston,  laid  on 
table  c  830 ;  passed  c  867  ;  Brighton,  indefinitely  postponed 
c  832;  East  Boston  laid  on  table,  c  832;  passed  c  870. 

Visit  to  proposed  park  lands,  order  passed  c  440,  a  449 

Proposed  park  on  Parker  hill,  order  referred  c  477 

Winthrop  farm,  order  referred  c  637 

Meeting  of  citizens  of  Highland  district,  resolutions  in  favor 
«     of  W est  Koxbury  park,  referred  a  677 

Brighton  park,  order  referred  to  next  city  government  a  893, 

C  500 

Parkway  between  Back-bay  park  and  West  Roxhury  park, 
order  passed  c  910 
Parmenter,  D.  W.  et  al. — 

Condor  st.  (E.B.),  edgestones,  sidewalks,  petition  a  422 
Parsons  street  (ward  25)  — 

Wooden    building:  movement  to  Church  St.,  petition  a  639 ; 
permit  050 
Partridge,  Asa  C. — 

2828  Washington  St.,  removal  of  tree,  petition  a  623;  report 
050 
Partridge,  Sylvester  E. — 

Appointed  field  driver  and  pound  keeper  a  255,  c  257 
Patch,  Daniel  A.  et  al. — 

Passageway  between  Columbus  av.,  Springfield  and  Worces- 
ter sts.,  lamps,  petition  a  8S1;  report  015 
Patterson,  A.  3. — 

Maple  st.  (Roxbury),  edgestones,  petition  a  178;  order  passed 
376 
Patterson,  David — 

Appointed  con-table  a  589,  630 
Pattisou,  John — 

Nominated  and  elected  second  assistant  assessor  c  144,  172, 
a  179 
Paul,  M.  F.— 

Shawmut  av.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  82 
Paul  street — 

Sidewalks  :  order  passed  a  276 
Pavintr — see  Streets 
Payne,  J.  D.— 

Movement  of  wooden  building  on  Beacon  St.,  from  Hereford 
st.  to  Brooklineav.,  petition  a  334;  permit  357 
Payson  avenue  (ward  24)  — 

Stable  :  leave  to  withdraw  a  721 
Payson,  Calvin  B. — 

27  Seaverns  av.,  tree,  removal,  petition  a  468;  report  519 
Payson,  John  B. — 

Payson  av.  (ward  24),  stable,  leave  to  withdraw  a  721 
Payson,  John  F. — 

Nominated  and  elected  second  assistant  assessor  c  144,  172, 
a  179 
Pcabody,  George — 

Commercial  St.,  sewer  abatement,  petition  a  273 
Pcarce,  Shadrach  II. — 

Brimim  i  school-house,  conveyance  of  laud  c  177,  a  179 
Pearl,  Edward- 
Nominated  and  elected  director  of  East  Boston  ferries,  a  120, 
c 122,  a  132,  c  144, a  100,  c  174 
Pearl  place- 
Paving  :  petition  a  209 
Pearl  street- 
Claims  ;  personal  injuries  a  404 
Steam-engine:  Hob.  52-54,  petition  and  order  notice  a  483, 

hearing  540;  permit  574 
Underground  telephone  wires,  petition  a  733;  permit  a  888, 

013 
Lamps  :  report  a  890 
Pearl  street  (ward  24)— 

Stable  :  near  Dorchester  av.,  petition  a  549;  permit  572 
lex :  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 
Pearson  Cordage  Co. — 

112  Norfolk  av.  (ward  20),  enlargement  of  wooden  building, 
petition  c  245;  permit  a  255,  c  257 
Pearson,  Liverus  E. — 

Appointed  registrar  of  voters  a  82 


Pearson,  Mary  E. — 

Harrison   av.,  corner  Worcester  sq.,  removal  of  telegraph 
pole,  petition  a  100 
Pease,  A.  et  al. — 

Highland  av.,  driveway,  petition  a  608 
Pease,  Frederick — 

Nominated  and  elected  director  for  public  institutions  c  156, 
a  159,  c  173 
Peck,  A.  P.— 

Amusement  license  granted  a  471 
Peirce,  Silas  &  Co.  et  al. — 

Commercial  st.,  from  Cross  st.  to  Atlantic  av.,  paving,  peti- 
tion a  369 
Pemhcrton  square — 

Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires  :  permit  a  888, 913 
Pembroke  street — 

Sewer:  report  of  cost  referred  a  33 
Abatement  of  assessment  a  210 
Pendcrgast,  George  S. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  111,  a  116 
Percival,  J.  P.  T. — • 

35  School  St.,  druggist's  mortar,  petition  a  115;  permit  140 
Perkins,  Edward  N.  et  al. — 

Perkins  st.  (ward  23),  macadamizing,  etc.,  petition  a  549 

Perkins  St.,  between  Pond  av.  and  Prince  St.,  plank  walk, 
petition  a  763 
Perkins  street  (ward  23) — 

Macadamizing,  etc.,  petition  a  549 

Wooden  building:  erection  near  Prince  St.,  petition  a  623 

Plank  walk :  between  Pond  av.  and  Prince  St.,  petition  a  763 
Permanent  Peace  Fund,  trustees  of — 

Broadway  extension,  $90  damages,  order  passed  a  775 
Perrin  street — 

Edgestones,  sidewalks :  No.  18,  petition  a  209,  order  passed 
234 
No.  24,  petition  a  273;  order  passed  295 
No.  26,  petition  a  404;  order  passed  426 

Sidewalks  :  No.  26,  petition  a  352 ;  order  passed  376 
Perrin  street  (ward  21) — 

Stable  :  rear  No.  18,  petition  a  193 ;  permit  211 
Perry,  Catherine — 

108  Paris  St.,  edgestone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  178;  order  passed 
394 
Perry  street  (ward  3) — 

Stable  :  petition  a  390 ;  permit  426 
Peters,  Alvah  H. — 

Nominated  and  elected  city  messenger  a  70,  c  74 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  030 
Peters,  William  — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Petroleum,  etc. — 

Inspectors  appointed  a  115 

2  Central  wharf,  license  a  170 

Second  St.,  between  D  and  E  sts.,  license  a  170 

42  Sudbury  St.,  license  a  180 
Chelsea  st.  (E.B.),  license  a  ISO,  235 

43  India  St.,  license  a  235 

Langmaid's  Block,  Charlcstown  St.,  license,  remonstrance 
a  334;  report  a  630 
Pettingill,  Ozias  B. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Pevear,  Charles  B. — 

Pcvear  place,  lamps,  leave  to  withdraw  a  915 
Pevear  place — 

Lamps :  leave  to  withdraw  a  915 
Peverly,  William  S. — 

Compensation  for  injuries  received  on  ferry  boat,  petition 
a  100 
Pfaff,  H.  &  J.— 

75  Pynchon  St.,  wooden  addition  to  building,  petition  a  100 

Pipes  under  Pynchon  St.,  petition  a  369;  permit  394 
Pfaff,  Henry— 

75  Pynchon  St.,  stable,  petition  a  193 

65  Pynchon  St.,  wooden  building,  petition  a  209;  permit  255, 
c257 
Phelan,  William  H.— 

42  Clarence  st.,  edgestones,  petition,  a  352;  order  passed  376 
Sidewalks,  petition  a  404;  order  passed  426 
Phillips,  Alvin  I. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Phillips,  Alvan  J. — 

Appointed  constable  a  449 
Phillips,  G.  H.— 

Amusement  license  refused  a  313 
Photo-Electrotype  Engraving  and  Manufacturing  Co. — 

63  Oliver  St.,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice  a  736; 
hearing  803;  permit  838 
Pickell,  John  E.— 

Nominated  and  elected  eupt.  Essex-st.  bridge  a  235 
Pickering,  Henry  0. — 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  c  172,  a  179,  c  182 
Pickering,  Henry  C.  et  al. — 

Sawyer    st.    (ward   19),    sprinkling,  petition   a  273;    report 
295 
Pickering,  Henry  W. — 

Nominated  and  elected  overseer  of  poor  a  169,  c  173 
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Pierce,  Henry— 

Kli-cti'il  first  assistant  assessor  c  111,  a  116 
Pierce,  Henry  L.  et  al.— 

Codman   st.,   between   Washington  st,   and  Dorchester  av., 
lamps,  petition  a  S36 
Pierce,  John — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  111,  a  116 
Pierce,  John  11. — 

Nominated  ami  elected  second  assistant  assessor  c  144,  172, 
a  170 
Pierce  Light  Guard — 

Fair,  invitation  accepted  a  89 
Pierce,  Samuel  B. — 

26   &  28    Leonard    st.    (ward    24),    stables,   petition  a  247; 

permit  275 
Clayton  st.  (Dorchester),  steam-engine,  petition  and  order 

notice  a  517;  hearing  549;  permit  574 
Boston  st.,   near  Hamlet  St.,  stable,  petition  a  608;  permit 
629;  addition  to  stable,  petition  a  763;  permit  916 
Pierce,  Samuel  B.  et  al. — 

Corner  Columbia  and    Glendale    sts.,   crosswalks,  petition 
a  422 ;  report  455 
Pierce,  S.  G.  &J.H.— 

Greenwich  pi.,  sewer  abatement  a  180 
Pierce,  S.  H.  L.— 

504  East  Eighth  st.,  abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment  a  83 
Pigeon,  Henry  &  Son — 

89  Summer  st.  (ward  2),  wooden  addition  to  building,  peti- 
tion a  309 ;  permit  a  395,  c  397 
Pillshury,  Edwin  L.— 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Pillsbury,  Joseph — 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  115 
Pine  street — 

Retaining- wall  for  Broadway  extension,  order  passed  a  357, 
c364 
Pitts  street — 

Sewer:  petition  a  511;  order  passed  518;  report  of  cost  re- 
ferred 855 
Abatement  a  8S9 
Plagcmauer,  Henry — 

Shawmut  av.,  corner  Middlesex  St.,  release  of  condition  in 
deed-a  196,  c  198 
Pleasant  street — 

Lantern:  No.  235,  petition  a  20;  permit  S4 
Steam-boiler  :  No.  208,  permit  a  616 
Pleasant  street  (Dorchester) — 

Sewer :  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 
Macadamizing,  etc.,  petition  a  89;  order  passed  314 
Sprinkling :  petition  a  17S ;  order  passed  234 
Sidewalks  :  petition  a  549;  order  passed  574;  petition  a  589 
Plimpton,  Charles  H.  et  al. — 

Waverley  st.  (ward  21),  lamp,  petition  a  709;  report  890 
Plimpton,  James  L. — 

Release  of  conditions  in  deed,  petition  c  6S8 ;  order  passed 
c  731,  a  736 
Plumer  Patent  Fertilizer  Co. — 

Abatement  of  Mystic- valley  nuisance,  petition  a  369 
Plummer,  Joseph  A. — 

312  East  Eighth  St.,  ahatcment  of  sidewalk  assessment  a  71 
Plympton  street — 

"Wooden  buildiug :  erection,  petition  a  89 ;  permit  a  140,  c  144 
Point  Shirley  Railroad — see  Eastern  Junction,  etc. 
Poland,  Luke — 

Parker  st.  (Charlestown),  sewer  assessment  a  180 
Poland,  William  C.  &  Son— 

S10000  advance  on  contract  c  192,  201,  a  210 
Police — 

Joint  standing  committee  a  12,  c  27 

Pay  of  deceased  pensioner  authorized  a  15,  c  16 

"  Dead  "  telegraph  wires — see  Telephone  wires 

Request  of  commissioners  for  property  room  a  22,  c  43 ;  report 

c  509,  a  515 
Telegraph  wires,  placing  under  ground — see  Telephone  wires 
Quarterly  reports  of  commissioners  a  69,  273 
Topic  in  mayor's  address  referred  c  80,  a  S2 
Authorizing  certain  arrests,  order  of  inquiry  c  SO,  a  82 
Suppression  of  vice,  petition  referred  a  94 
Theatrical  exhibitions,  etc.,  order  passed  c  113;  substitute  or- 
dinance passed  a  118,   e   122;    communication  referred 
a  196 ;  report  211 
Commissioners  appointed  a  115,  c  122;  elected  cl55 
Increase  in  night  police  force,  petition  a  193;  referred  to 

police  commissioners  231 
Pay  due  deceased  employe,  petition  a  209;  leave  to  withdraw 

a  231,  c  238 
Matron  for  city  prison,  message  from  mayor  referred  a  82, 
c  86 ;  report,  order  passed  a  231,  c  238 ;  ordinance  reported 
c  303;  passed  c  328,  a  335 
Proposed  changes  in  ordinance,  communication  from  commis- 
,     sioners  referred  a  93  . 

Report  in  part,  order  passed  relating  to  officers  for  duty 
at  head-quarters,  etc.  a  231,  c  238,  a  253;  ordinance 
reported  c  303 ;  passed  c  328,  a  335  .         . 

Report  in  part,  pension  to  Enos  Wasgatt,  order  to  revoke 
assigned  c  349,  366;  indefinitely  postponed  386 


Increase  of  salaries,  petition  of  inspectors  referred  a  253; 
report,  referred  to  police  commissioners  a  298,  c  300; 
report,  inexpedient,  accepted  a  337;  laid  on  table  e  343; 
placed  on  file  c  606 

Proposed  abolition  of  all  commissions— see  Commissions 

Head-quarters,  report  and  orders  for  selection  of  site  and  sale 
of  land  and  building  assigned  c  305 ;  order  for  selection  of 
site  referred  c  327 ;  order  for  sale  laid  on  table  c  327 

Parade,  order  referred  c307,  report  c  349,  a  352;  invitation 
accepted  a  353 

Order  to  remove  commissioner  Jones  referred  c  330,  a  335; 
reports  c  875,  899 ;  referred  to  next  city  government  c  899, 
a  912 

Order  to  remove  commissioner  Gargan  referred  c  332,  a  335 ; 
reports  c  875,  899 ;  referred  to  next  city  government  c  899, 
a  912 

Order  to  remove  commissioner  Walker  referred  c  385 ;  com- 
munication referred  c  401 ;  reports  c  875,  899;  referred  to 
next  city  government  e  899,  a  912 

Charitable  fund,  annual  report  of  trustees  a  337 

Camden  St.,  droves  of  horses,  petition  referred  to  commission- 
ers, e  349,  a  352 

Grievance  of  Michael  Hourihan,  petition  referred  a  356,  489, 
c50'3 

Station  on  Back-bay  territory,  communication  of  commis- 
sioners and  petition  referred  c  401 ;  reports  referred  a  630, 
668 ;  report,  orders  passed  a  745 ;  assigned  c  748 ;  passed 
c  798 ;  deed  of  land,  order  passed  a  89U,  e  896 

Protection  of  officers  of  treasury  department  a  428,  c  435, 
a  452 

Protection  of  common,  etc.,  order  passed  a  487,  c  503 

Helmets  for  policemen,  order  passed  a  516 ;  indefinitely  post- 
poned c  521 ;  order  rejected  c  536 

Annual  report  a  517 

Expenses  incurred  by  employe  in  discharge  of  duty,  petition 
a  490 

Dover-st.  railroad  crossing,  order  passed  to  enforce  law  a  573; 
referred  c  577 ;  report  c  607,  a  608 

Assistance  to  harbor  master,  etc. — see  Harbor 

Police  protection  on  (new)  Washington  St.,  report  referred 
a  573 ;  report,  order  passed  a  591,  c  594 

Vacations  of  policemen,  payments,  order  passed  a  587;  in- 
definitely postponed  c  594 

Damage  by  dogs,  petition  a  568 ;  order  passed  a  591 ;  order 
passed  a  916 

Harbor  police  accommodations,  subject  referred  c  606,  a  608 

Pay  due  deceased  employe,  order  passed  a  680,  c  683 

Helmets  worn  by  officers  in  city  hall,  order  referred  c  801 

Free  soup,  order  passed  c  848,  a  855 

Inspection  of  theatres — see  Theatres     . 

Amusement  licenses,  ordinance  passed  a  890 

Scollay  sq.,  common  and  public  garden,  electric  lights, 
request  of  commissioners  a  881 

Reward  for  arrest  of  David  Mooney,  order  passed  c  910, 
a  912 

Liquor  licenses,  order  referred  c  911 
Pollard,  M.  S.  P.  et  al.— 

,       Savin  Hill  av.  (Dorchester),  sprinkling,  petition  a  193;  or- 
der passed  234 
Pomeroy,  George  T. — 

Columbus  av.,  personal  injuries,    petition  a  247;  leave  to 
withdraw  a  313,  c  322 
Pond,  Elijah  P.— 

Corey  St.,  near  Centre  st.  (ward  23),  stable,  petition  a  623; 
permit  645 
Pond,  James  T.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Pond  street  (ward  23) — 

Stable  :  near  Avon  St.,  petition  a  639 ;  permit  65S 

Wooden  building:  addition,  near  Avon   St.,  petition  a  639; 
report  and  order  a  862,  c  S65,  911,  a  912 
Poole,  John  C  — 

Elected  superintendent  Broadway  bridge  c  111,  a  118 
Poor —  •  , 

Treatment  of  poor — 

Joint  special  committee,  order  to  appoint  c  4,  27;  laid  on 
table  a  32;  indefinitely  postponed  a  73 

Overseers  of  pool — 

Joint  standing  committee  a  12,  c  27 
Brooker  fund,  order  to  petition  for  transfer  a  23,  55 
Quarterly  reports  a  69,  273,  557,  709 
Examination  of  property,  report  a  70,  c  74 
Overseers  nominated  and  elected  a  169,  c  173 
Annual  report  a  371 
Trust  funds,  report  c  910  a  913 
Pope,  Betsey  J. — 

Petition  for  change  of  restrictions  to  conditions  on  land  c  79, 
207,  a  210 
Pope,  Bridget — 

145  Havre  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  60S;  order  passed  631 
Pope,  James  et  at. — 

Richmond  and  Adams  st.  (ward  24),  plauk  walks,  petition 
a  159 
Pope,  James  W.,  councilman  (ward  9) — 

Oaths  of  office  7 

Appointed  :  committee  on  legislative  matters  27 
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Remarks : 

Pay  of  laborers  285 
City  treasurer  323,  863 
Investigation  of  police  commissioners  321 
Old  Btate  house  347,  3S4,  594 
Salaries  of  city  officers  529 
Persona]  explanation  758 
Public  parks  829 
Pope,  William  et  al.— 

Commercial,  Park,  Beach,  and  Mill  sts.  (Dorchester),  sprink- 
ling, petition  a  193;  order  passed  234 
Poplar  street  (W.R.)— 

Telephone  poles:  petition  a  511 ;  permit  617 
Porcelain  place — 

Lamps:  petition  a  690;  report  890 
Porter,  Mary  .\*.— 

163  Havre  st.,  sidewalk,  order  passed  a  426 
Porter  street  (ward  23) — 

Edgestone :  abatement,  petition  a  589 
Porter  streetf  E.B.)— 

Wooden  building:  movement  from  Chelsea  St.,  petition  a  511; 

permit  557 
Paving:  petition  a  639 
Portland  street— 

Widening:   report,  order  for  estimate  passed  a  428,  c  435; 
report  of  estimate  referred  a  452;    report   referred 
a  630 ;  report,  order  passed  a  668,  678,  c  6S3 
Petition  a  369 
Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires :  permit  a  888,  913 
Portunato,  F.  J.  ft  al.— 

George  St.,  petition  to  put  in  order  a  404 
Post,  William  S.— 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Posl  office  square — 

Underground  telephone  wires:  petition  a  733 

Pote,  J.  II.  &  Co.— 

Rutherford  st.  (ward  4),  stable,  petition  a  836;  permit  863 
Potter,  Asa  P. — 

244  Commonwealth  av.,  stable,  petition  a  783;  permit  807 
Potter,  Asa  1'.  et  al.— 

Commonwealth  av.,  planting  of  trees,  petition  a  68 
Potter,  Silas  it  al .— 

Engine  Xo.  12,  removal,  remonstrance  a  159 

Corner  West  Cottage  st.,  and  Blue  Hill  av.,  petition  to  cut  off 

and  grade  a  404 
Power,  James  ft  at. — 

Dorchester  St.,  near  Dorchester  av.,  sprinkling  :  petition  a 404; 

order  passed  485 
Powers.  Charles  A. — 

Corner  .Seventh  and  C  sts.,  crossings,  petition  a  608;  report 

631 
Powers,  Charles  A.,  councilman  (ward  13)  — 
Oaths  of  Office   1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  overseers  of  poor  27 
Powers,  Mclvin  ^  Co.  et  al. — 

Hadley  Bt.,  grading,  etc.,  petition  a  229;  order  passed  254 
Powers,   William — 

Appointed  measurer  of  upper  leather  a  115 
Prang,  Louis  el  al. — 

Centre  st.,  sprinkling,  petition  a  334;  order  passed  357 
Prang,  Louis  &  Co. — 

Roxbury  st.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  390;  report  455 
Pratt,  Charles  K.,  councilman  (ward  21) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  rules  and  orders  of  common  coun- 
cil 3;  joint  rules  and  orders  3;   public  instruction  27; 

public    parks   27    (resignation   689);    commissions    301; 

eulogy  on  President  Garfield  622;  ordinances  050 
Elected:   trustee   of  public  library  a  34,  c  43;  president  pro 

tf  in.  521 ;  vote  of  thanks  547  ;  ]> resident  of  council  682 
Resignation  from  committee  on  ordinances  748 
Remarks : 

Joint  rule*  and  orders  4\  27,  98 

Election  of  finance  committee  8 

Badges  for  conncilmen  10 

Testimonial  to  city  of- New  Orleans  01 

Ward  19  contested  election  ease  64 

Invitation  1,.  public  meeting  relating  to  Irish  affairs  76 

Elevated  railroads  and  rapid  transit  77 
>ol  expenditures  108 

Extension  of  Harrison  av.  and  D  st.  112, 128 

Petition  of  John  Reardon  113,  128,  149,  184 

A  question  of  privilege  125 

Appropriation  bill  lis,  1S3, 190 

Steamer  Parisian  155 

Ordinance  relating  to  city  messenger  176 

Summer  concert  -  192 

Commonwealth  avenue  206 

Safeguards  againt  fire  208 

Ward  13  contested  election  ease  222 

Commissioner  of  sinking  rands  257 

Prince  school-bouse  yard  260,  287 

Pay  of  laborers  263,  638 

Directors  of  public  institutions  280 

Transfer  of  Engine  12,  etc.,  280 

Adjournment  for  lack  of  quorum  299 


Fourth  of  July  301 

Ordinance  relating  to  city  architect  301 
Removal  of  fences  from  public  squares  307,  326 
Proposed  police  budding  327 
Sale  of  estate  37  Boylston  st.  328 
Taking  land  lor  park  opposite  art  museum  364 
Public  library  examination  367  a 

Music  stand  on  common  398 
Resignation  of  councilman  Hagar  402 
Old  state  house  417 
Permits  to  build  during  vacation  435 
Salaries  of  city  officers  438,  539,  599,  635,  636 
Public  parks  445,  460 
Building  limits  446 

Supplementary  reading  for  public  schools  507,  543,  674 
Rearrangement  of  seats  in  council  chamber  545 
Nuisance  on  Norfolk  av.  546 
Arnold  arboretum  546,  671,  672 
Personal  explanation  547 
Permits  for  wooden  buildings  561,  578 
Homoeopathic  hospital  205,  227 
Evening  high  school  596 
Charges  against  city  treasurer  605 
Lake  Winnipiscogec  605 
Rules  of  the  council  632 
On  taking  chair  as  president  6S2 
City  solicitor,  personal  explanation  682,  749 
Closing  address  919 
Pratt,  Charles  E.  et  al. — 

Washington  St.,  between  Union  and  Greenwood  avs.,  sewer, 
petition  a  549;  report  and  order  notice  615;  hearing  652; 
order  passed  669 
Pratt  &  Co.  et  al.— 

Neponset  av.,  petition  to  put  in  order  from  Mill  st.  to  the 
river  a  585 
Pratt,  Isaac,  jr. — 

Cambridge  St.,  rear,  opposite  Beacon  park   (ward  25),  stable, 
permit  a  34 
Pratt,  Isaac,  jr.  et  al. — 

Brighton  av.,  corner  Harvard  av.,   crossing,  petition   a  352; 
report  376 
Pratt,  Sara  M.— 

534  Columbus  av.  and  corner  Worcester  St.,  sidewalks,  peti- 
tion a  667 ;  order  passed  701 
Pratt,  W.  S.— 

197-203  Maverick  st.    (ward  2),   wooden  building,  petition 
a  273;  permit  a  314,  c  322 
Pray,  Francis  W.,  councilman  (ward  5)— 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on  joint  rules  and  orders  3;    health 
27 ;  public  lands  27 ;  testimonial  to  city  of  New  Orleans  61 ; 
fourth  July  259;  commissions  301;  obsequies  of  President 
Garfield  022 
Elected:  committee  on  finance  10 
Calls  council  to  order  238 
Remarks  : 

Testimonial  to  city  of  New  Orleans  61 
Charlestown  almshouse  198 
New  bridge  to  Charlestown  238 
Public  parks  465 
Salaries  of  city  officers  523,  540 
Vaccine  virus  594 
Clrarges  against  city  treasurer  604 
Pray,  Joseph  F. — 

Wooden  building,  rear  107  Chestnut  st.   (ward  5),  petition 
a  115;  permit  255,  c  257 
Preble  street — 

Laying  out :  damages  a  71 

Stable  :  rear  No.  63,  petition  a  132 ;  permit  180 
Sidewalks  :  Nos.  19  and  21,  abatement,  petition  a  483 
Prentiss,  Henry- 
Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Prcscott,  Charles  J. — 

Director  for  public  institutions,  resignation  a  210 
Prcscott  street — 

Nuisance  :  corner  Bennington  St.,  petition  a  404 
Presinger,  E. — 

170  Cabot  st.  (ward  19),  stable,  leave  to  withdraw  a  721 
Preston,  Mary  E. — 

Pension  of  Samuel  Preston,  deceased,  payment  authorized 
a  15,  c  16 
Preston  street  (ward  24)  — 

Crosswalks  :  petition  a  422;  report  455 
Preston,  W.  G.— 

Mason  building,  Liberty  sq.,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order 
notice  a  32;  hearing  82;  permit  94 
Priest,  J.  Edward — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Priest,  John  T. — 

Appointed  assistant  city  clerk  a  3 
Prince,  Frederick  O.  [sec  also  Mayor] — 

Inaugurated  mayor  1 
Prince  street — 

■  Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  132 
Steam  boiler  :  petition  a  549;  permit  574 
Paving :  near  Commercial  st.,  petition  n  589 
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Princeton  street  (E.B.)  — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  c  79,  349,  a  352 
PrineotOD  street  (Charlestown) — 

Change  of  name,  remonstrance  c  87 
Printing — 

Mayor's  inaugural  address  c  4,  a  14 

Municipal  Register,  and  pocket  edition  of  rules  and  orders, 

etc.  c  4,  a  32,  c  98 
Record  commissioners'  reports,  stereotyping  and  reissue  c  10, 

a  14 
First  volume  of  record  commissioners'  reports,  stereotyping 

and  reissue  authorized  c  192,  a  195 
Department  reports,  order  referred  c  11 ;  laid  on  table  a  14, 

referred  a  39 
•Joint  standing  committee  a  12,  17S,  c  27 

250th  Anniversary  Memorial,  copies  to  new  members  c  18,  a  20 
Annual  report  by  superintendent  a  69 

Nomination  of  superintendent,  order  assigned  c  157,  referred 
cl76;  ordinance  reported  c  303;  assigned  c  326;  passed 
c  397,  a  405,  429 
Report  on  new  bridge  to  Charlestown  a  235,  c  238,  a  254,  e  259 
Auditor's  annual  report  a  277,  c  278 
Official  report  of  proceedings    of  city  council  c  286,  301, 

a  309,  434 
Document  showing  tables  of  salaries  c  286,  a  293 
Superintendent  appointed  a  369,  c  380,  441,  a  449 
Decisions  of  city  solicitor,  compilation,  order  referred  c  389 
City  government  ink,  order  referred  c  389 
Oration  fourth  of  July,  request  of  copy  for  press  a  456,  c  460 
Ordinance  establishing  salaries  of  city  officers   (Doc.  106) 

c  503,  522 
Supplementary  reading  for  public  schools,  order,  etc.  c  50J 
Document  118,  Arnold  arboretum  a  518,  c  521 
Water  supply  for  Deer  island,  a  518 
Names  of  jurors  drawn  and  jury  list,   publishing,  petitions 

a  483,  568 
Ordinance  relating  to  fire  department  c  546 
Explosive  compounds,  ordinance  c  547 
Sinking  funds,  ordinance  c  547 

Opinion  of  corporation  counsel  on  vacancies  by  resignation  c  547 
Election  laws,  order  passed  c  606,  a  608 
Orders  relating  to  public  parks  a  629 
Proceedings  of  city  council  on  death  of  President  Garfield 

c  636,  a  643 
Eulogy  on  President  Garfield,  request  of  copy  for  publication 

a  680,  c  683;  printing,  order  passed  a  702,  c  703,  a  709 
Report  and  ordinance  relating  to  salaries  c  6S6 
Rules  and  orders,  pocket  edition,  order  passed  c  689 
Reports  on  improved  sewerage  700 
Memorial  History  of  Boston,  order  passed  a  861 ;  indefinitely 

postponed  c  S65 
Binding  city  documents  and  proceedings  of  city  council,  or- 
der passed  c  910,  a  913 
Prior,  Patrick- 
Petition  for  appointment  as  superintendent  of  east  draw  of 
Chelsea  bridge  a  89 
Prior,  William — 

Faneuil  hall  market,  transfer  of  stalls  Nos.  9  and  11  to  Wm. 
H.  Prior,  report  a  837 
Prison  Point  flats — see  Health 
Probation  officer— see  County  of  Suffolk 
Proctor,  Albert  E.— 

Nominated  and  elected  second  assistant  assessor  c  144,  172, 
a  179 
Proctor,  George  B. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Proctor,  Ira  J. — 

1281  Washington  St.,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice 
a  179 ;  hearing  229 ;  permit  254 
Proctor,  John — 

Bolton  st.,  grade  damages,  order  passed  a  314 
Prospect  avenue  (ward  23)  — 

Stable  :  near  Baker  St.,  petition  a  912 
Prospect  street  (Charlestown)  — 

Crossing :  at  Frothingham  school-house,  petition  a  589 ;  report 
617 
Providence  street — 

Cambridge  R.K.  location:  from  Park  sq.  to  Church  st.,  peti- 
tion a  390 ;  report  and  order  for  hearing  412 ;  hearing  46S ; 
order  passed  646 
Province  court- 
Steam-engine  :  No.  6,  petition  and  order  notice  a  452;  hearing 
511 ;  permit  557 
Public  buildings — see  Buildings 
Public  grounds— see  Common 
Public  institutions — see  Institutions 
Public  lauds — sec  Lands 
Public  parks — see  Parks 
Pulsifer,  Abbey  R. — 

Henchman  st.,  sewer  abatement  a  790 
Pulsifer,  Frank  N.— 

Commerce  st.,  damages,  petition  c  245;  leave  to  withdraw 
c  349,  a  352 
Purchase  street — 

Steam-engines  and  boilers  at  Nos.  114-120,  petition  and  order 
notice  a  14 ;  hearing  52 ;  permit  70 


At  No.  24,  petition  and  order  notice  a  52;  hearing  89;  per- 
mit 101 

Nos.  44-46;  petition  a  568;  permit  587 
Underground  shafting  :  to  No.  175-179  Summer  St.,  petition  a 

783;  order  passed  807 
Paving :  between  Congress  andFederal  sts.,  petition  a  803 
Putnam,  j.  S.,  executor — 

14  Essex  st.  (Charlestown) ,  removal  of  tree,  report  a  809 
Putnam  street — 

Sidewalks :  petition  a  639 
Putnam  street  (E.B.)— 

Sewer :  petition  a  334,  report  and  order  notice  356 ;  hearing  369 ; 

order  passed  412 ;  report  of  cost  referred  S37 
Edgestones,  sidewalks :  corner  White  St.,  petition  a  568,  order 

passed  591 
Sidewalks  :  No.  61  and  63,  petition  a  763;  order  passed  807 
Pynchon  street  (ward  21) — 

Wooden  addition  to  building :  at  No.  75,  petition  a  100 

Rear  No.  89  and  91,  petition  a  677 ;  report  and  order  a  862, 
c865,  911,  a  912 
Sewer:  damages,  petition  a  115;  leave  to  withdraw  a  356, 

c364 
Telegraph  pole  :  at  No.  107,  removal,  petition  a  115 
Stables  :  at  No.  75,  petition  a  193 

Leave  to  withdraw  a  700 
Wooden  building :  erection  rear  No.  65,  petition  a  209;  permit 

255,  c  257 
Pipes  :  petition  a  369 ;  permit,  394 

Steam-engine  :  corner  New  Heath  St.,  petition,  order  for  hear- 
ing a  373 ;  hearing  422 ;  permit  452 
Claims  :  damages  a  404,  c  545,  a  556 
Edgestones,  gutters,  macadamizing :  order  passed  a  519 

Q  street — 

Sewer:  between  Fourth  and  Fifth  sts.,  report  and  order 

notice  a  170;  hearing  178;  order  passed  197;  report  of  cost 

referred  837 
Plank  crossing :  from  Harbor  View  house,  petition  a  369 
Grading,  gravelling:  between  Second  and  Third  sts.,  order 

passed  a  394 
Sidewalks,  and  putting  in  order :  petition  a  511 ;  order  passed 

558 
Quigley,  Charles  F.,  councilman  (ward  2)— 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed :  committee  on  East  Boston  ferries  27 
Remarks : 

Salaries  of  ferry  employes  441 
Quigley,  William  H. — 

19  Beacham  St.  (ward  4) ,  stable,  petition  a  100 ;  permit  211 
Sprinkling  streets  in  Charlestown,  petition  a  115;  permit  276 

Quincy  street — 

Sidewalks :  No.  57,  petition  a  369 ;  order  passed  395 

No.  59-61,  petition  a  390,  order  passed  426 
Grade  damages:  corner  Cherry  St.,   petition  a  511;   order 

passed  864 
Edgestones,  sidewalks:  Nos.  2  aud  8,  petition  a  568;  order 
•   passed  590 
Quinn,  Hannah — 

Pearl  St.,  lamps,  report  a  890 
Quirk,  Dennis  G. — 

Nominated  and  elected  second  assistant  assessor  c  144,  172 
a  179 
Quirk,  John — 

Movement  of  wooden  building :  from  Brewer  St.  to  Child  st. 
(ward  23) ,  petition  a  733 ;  permit  775 

Ramsey,  Donald  et  at. — 

Hyde  Park  av.,  plank  walk,  petition  a  309 
Rand,  W.  S.— 

286-288  Commonwealth  av.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  229;  order 

passed  276 
80  and  82  West  Rutland  park,  edgestone,  petition  a  S03;  order 
passed  837 
Randidge,  George  L.  et  al. — 

Lenox  St.,  from  Shawmut  av.  to  Tremont  St., grading,  petition 
a  422 
Rankin,  S.  S.— 

20  Eliot  St.,  lantern,  permit  a  84 
Ransom,  Charles  A.  jr. — 

East  Boston  ferry,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  115 
Ray,  George  P. — 

Appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  115 
Raymond,  Charles  A. — 

130  Hanover  St.,  electric  light,  permit  a  7S9 

12  Tremont  row,  electric  light,  permit  a  S37 
Raymond,  Charles  E.  (administrator) — 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  stalls  SS  and  90  with  cellar  a  34 
Raynes,  Francis — 

Commercial  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  170 
Raynes,  Francis  et  a  I. — 

Ferriu  St.,  at  Bates  St.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  690;  report  721 
Read  &  Crosby— 

100-104   Richmond    St.,    steam-engine,    petition    and    order 
notice  a  83 ;  hearing  115 ;  permit  139 
Read,  Edwin — 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  stall  No.  32,  report  a  S64 
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Eeade,  John- 
Elected  representative  a  747 
Reading  street — 

Grading,  etc. :  petition  a  89 
Reagan.  John  B. — 

Mill  and  Everett  sts.    (ward  24),   crossing,  petition  a  667; 
report  701 
Rean,  Maria — 

13  Union  av.  (ward  23),  edgestone  abatement,  petition  a  474 
Reardou,  John — 

Care  of  common  and  public  grounds,  petition  for  contract 
a  57,  c  58,  a  68,  c  74,  113,  a  118 

Petition  for    public  hearing  c  113;    indefinitely  postponed 
a  118;  notice,  discussion  c  128;  report,  leave  to  withdraw 
a  134;  recommitted  c  149 ;  report  accepted  c  184,  a  195 
Record  commissioners — 

Authorized  to  stereotype  reports  and  reissue  second  report 
c  10,  a  14 

Sixth  report  presented  c  58 

Authorized  to  stereotype  and  reissue  first  volume  of  reports 
c 192, a  195 

Annual  report  c  267 

Ordinance  to  amend  reported  c  304;  passed  c  326,  a  335 

Commissioners  elected  c  421,  a  422 

Authorized  to  occupy  lobby  during  summer  vacation  c  477 
Redesdale  street  (ward  25) — 

Sewer :  petition  a  568 
Reed  Brothers  it  Sawin — 

Rutherford  av.,  corner  Winchester  St.  (ward  5),  stable,  peti- 
tion a  32;  permit  56 

Winchester  St.,  near  Rutherford  av.,  wooden  building,  peti- 
tion a  132 ;  permit  255,  c  257 
Foot  of  Williams  St.,  stable,  petition  a  132;  permit  170 
Reed,  David  K.  et  ul.— 

Corner  Blue  Hill  av.  and  Alaska  St.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  468 
Reed,  Edgar  L.— 

.Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Reed,  F.  O.  et  al.— 

Mill-st.  court  (ward  4),  lamps,  petition  a  404 

Rutherford  av.,  at  Lincoln  St.,  crosswalk,  petitiou  a  549 ;  report 
574 
Reed,  James — 

tj">  and  07  Cottage  St.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  568;  order  passed  591 
Reed,  I.  Marshall- 
Parker  St.,  at  Billings  place,  crosswalk,  petition  a  709 
Reed,  William  G.  et  al.— 

Humphreys  St.,  grading,  gutters,  petitiou  a  68 
Reed's  court — 

Sewer  :  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 
Abatement  and  assessment  a  180 
Reeve,  William  II.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Regan,  Jeremiah — 

Corner  C  and  Seventh  ets.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  474 ;  order 
passed  485 
Regan,  John  B. — 

Mill  st.,  between  Ashland  and  Commercial  sts.,  edgestones, 
petition  a  309 
Regan,  Michael — 

Personal  injuries  a  132 
Regent  street — 

Sewer:  between  Circuit  and  Dale  sts.,  petition  a  449,  report 
and  order  for  hearing  488 ;  hearing  511 ;  order  passed  557 ; 
report  of  cost  referred  837 
Registrar,  city— see  Births,  marriages,  and  deaths 
Registrars  of  voters— see  Elections 
Reilly,  Edward  F.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Remsen,  Ira — 

Report  on  condition  of  water  a  768 
Revere  street — 

Sewer :  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 
Reynolds,  Frank  W.  et  al.— 

Holbrook  and  Orchard  sts.,  sewer,  petition  a  483 
Rice,  Isabella  J.— 

Pay  due  Edward  Rice,  deceased,  order  passed  a 837,  e  844,  899 
Rice,  X.  YV.— 

341  Commonwealth,  av.  sidewalk,  petition  a  309 ;  order  passed 

Rich,  Isaac  B. — 

Oakland  Gardens,  entertainments,  petition  a  229;  license  275 
Richards,  A.  W.— 

Movement  of  wooden  building  from  15  Warren  av.,  petition 
a  '.i'.'A ;  report  referred  857 
Richards,  Calvin  A.  et  ul.— 

Northampton  st.,  between  Washington  st.  and  Shawmutav., 
paving,  petition,  a  289 
Richards,  N.  D.  et  ill.— 

Clin"  and  filenwood  sts.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  247 
Richards,  Sylvester— 

Movement  of  wooden  building  from  7  Webster  st.  (ward  4), 
to  Monument  st.  and  Blinker  Hill  st.  (ward  3),  petition 
■  169;  permit  180 
Movement  of  wooden  buildings :  from  202  Rutherford  av.  to 
rear  Rutherford  av.,  near  South  Eden  st.  (ward  6),  peti- 
tion a  7«;  permit  807 


Richardson,  Albert — 

Beacon  st.,  damages,  petition  c  87;  leave  to  withdraw  c  156, 
a  159 
Richmond,  Abby  C. — 

Crawford  Bt.,  edgestones,  petition  a  483;  order  passed  519 
Richmond,  A.  C. — 

Boston  and  Ellery  sts  ,  wooden  addition  to  building,  petition 
a  763 
Richmond  street — 

Steam-engine :  atNos.  100-104,  petition  and  order  notice  a  83 ; 
hearing  115 ;  permit  139 

Paving :  between  Fulton  and  North  sts.,  petition  a  390 
Richmond  street  (ward  24)  — 

Plank  walks :  petition  a  159 
Ricker,  Lewis  C. — 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  cellars  19  8c  20  a  294 
Riddle,  P.  C.  et  al.— 

Orchard  park,  plank  walks,  petition  a  709 
Ridgeway,  E.  W.  et  al. — 

Rutland  place,  lamps,  petition  a  309;  leave  to  withdraw  916 
Ridgeway  lane — 

Paving :  order  passed  a  485 
Riley,  Michael  E. — 

Reward  for  arrest  of  David  Mooney  c  910,  a  912 
Rill  street  (ward  24)  — 

Sewer  :  petition  a  449 ;  order  passed  488 ;  report  of  cost  referred 
837 
Ring,  Michael  A .  (heirs  of)  and  David  A.  and  Thomas  F. — 

Preble  St.,  laying  out,  $2481.60  damages  a  71 
Ring,  Robert — 

136  Havre  st.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  178;  order  passed  213 
Ring,  Thomas  F. — 

Nominated  and  elected  overseer  of  poor  a  169,  c  173 
Riordan,  P.  O.— 

Ward  st.,  stable,  petition  a  115;  permit  170 
Ripley,  H.  F  — 

Appointed  officer  to  make  complaint  in  cases  of  violation  of 
ordinances  a  100, 677 

Appointed  truant  officer  a  100 

Appointed  constable  a  100,  689,  630 
Ritchie  Street  Lighting  Co. — 

Petition  for  leave  to  exhibit  lamps  a  549 
River  street — 

Edgestones  :  order  passed  a  276;  petition  a  568;  orders  passed 
590,  617 

Grading,  edgestones,  gutters,  macadamizing:  order  passed 
a  314 
River  street  (Dorchester)  — 

Telephone  poles  :  petition  a  178 ;  order  laid  over  395 ;  passed 
405 

Widening:  damages  a  091,  837 

Wooden  building  \\  addition,  near  Cedar  St.,  petition  a  703, 
855 
Robbins,  Edward — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  783 
Robbins,  Henry  C. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115,  449 
Robbins,  J.  &  Co. — 

Materials  supplied  to  city,  petition  for  pay  a  511,  leave  to  with- 
draw c  545, a  556 

Rear  No.  178  Border  st.  (ward  1),  wooden  building,  erection, 
petition  a  549;  report  c  561,  578;  order  ruled  outc  598 
Robbins,  John — 

58  Kneeland  st.,  defective  sewer,  petition  a  404 
Robbins,  Joseph  W. — 

Appointed  public  wrcigher  a  783 
Robbins,  Nathan — 

490  Commercial  St.,  rear,  lamp,  petition  a  334 
Roberts,  H.  O.— 

255    Commouwealth    av.,    sidewalk,    petition  a   608;    order 
passed  631 
Robertson,  George  W.  et  al. — 

Corner  Bennington  and  Prescottsts.,  abatement  of  nuisance, 
petition  a  404 
Robertson,  John  W.  et  al. — 

337-341  Chelsea  st.,  edgestones,  sidewalks,  petition  a  132;  or- 
ders passed  574,  631 
Robie,  John — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  030 
Robie,  Mrs.  T.  S.  et  al.— 

Somerset  St.,  continuation  of  pavement  to  Ashburton  place, 
petition  a  639 
Robinson  &  Emerton — 

Passenger  wagons  from    Boston  &    Maine    R.R.   depot    to 
Rowe's,  India,  and  Litchfield's  wharves,  petition  a  82; 
license  211 
Robinson,  Edward  F. — 

Nominated  and  elected  assessor  of  taxes  a  70,  c  74 
Robinson,  Henry  S. — 

22  New  st.  (E.B.),  boiler,  petition  a  289;  permit  313 
Robinson,  J.  S.  et  ul. — 

Avon  st.   (ward  23),  lamps,  petition  a  639,  690,  783;  report 
890 
Robinson,  N.  T.— 

Dorchester  av.,  rear  Dorchester  Gas  Co.  (ward  24),  stable, 
petition  a  580,  permit  592 
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Robinson,  X.  T.  et  til  — 

Dorchester  av.,  between  Savin  Hill  av.  and  Fields  corner, 
petition  to  put  in  order  a  182 
Sprinkling,  petition  a  132;  order  passed  212 
Robson,  W.  0.— 

Official  reporting,  resolve  passed  a  434 
Roche,  Catharine  et  ui. — 

Creek  st.  (ward  24),  sewer,  petition  a  289 ;  report  and  order 
notice  314 ;  hearing  334 ;  order  passed  376 
Rockvicw  street  (Jamaica  Plain) — 
Grading:  order  passed  a  276 

Sewer:  report  and  order  notice  a 314;  hearing  334;  remon- 
strance 352 ;  order  notice  376 ;  hearing  390 
Stable :  near  Enfield  St.,  petition  a  568 ;  permit  592 
Rockwell,  Horace  T. — 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Rockwell,  Horace  T.  et  al. — 
Rifle  range,  petition  a  289 
Rockwood  street — 

Relocation  :  damages  a  255 
Grading,  macadamizing  :  order  passed  a  426 
Edgestones:  petition  a  483;  order  passed  519 
Rockwood  street  (W.R.)  — 
Grading :  petition  a  178 
Roessle,  Catherine  S. — 

Gardner    st.    (Roxhury),  sidewalk,  petition    a    667;    order 
passed  701 
Rogan,  Michael —  » 

Mt.  Vernon  St.,  tugboat  landing,  petition  a  422;  report  455 
Rogers,  Abram  T.,  councilman  (ward  22) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed  :  committee  on  public  institutions  27 ;  surveyor's 
department  27;    survey  and  inspection  of  buildiugs  27; 
fourth  of  July  259 
Remarks : 

Invitation  to  public  meeting  relating  to  Irish  affairs  75 
Charlestown  almshouse  200 
Salaries  of  city  officers  533 
Rogers,  Alfred — 

Third  st. ,  near  L  st.  (ward  14),  6table,  petition  a  639;  leave 

to  withdraw  668 
L  St.,  corner  Third   St.  (ward   14),   stable,   petition  a  690; 
report  774 ;  permit  789 
Rogers  avenue — 

Petition  that  railroad  crossing  be  |)lanked  a  580 
Planks  within  B.    &  P.   R  R.   rails,  petition  a  608 ;  order 
passed  617 ;  report,  action  inexpedient  631 
Rogers  avenue  (ward  22) — 

Stable :  petition  a  159 ;  permit  180 
Rogers  Brothers  et  al. — 

First  st.,  between  B  and  E  sts.,  sprinkling:  petition  a247;  or- 
der passed  276 
Rogers,  Elizabeth — 

Washington  st.,  personal  injuries:  petition  a  209;  leave  to 
withdraw  a  356,  c  364 
Rogers,  H.  N.  &  Co.— 

90  Blackstone  St.,  transparency,  petition  a  449;  leave  to  with- 
draw 591 
Rogers,  J.  Austin  et  al. — 

Eliot  sq.,  sprinkling,  petition  a  193;  order  passed  212 
Rogers,  John — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Rogers,  Patrick  H. — 

Nominated  and  elected  second  assistant  assessor  c  144,  172, 

a  179 
Rogers  av.,  petition  that  railroad  crossing  be  planked  a  580 
Rogers,  Patrick  H.  et  al. — 

Station  St.,  macadamizing,  sidewalks,  etc.,  petition  a  369;  or- 
der passed  394 
Rogers  P.  H.— 

Rogers  avenue,  stable,  petition  a  159;  permit  180 
Rogers  street — 

Paving :  petition  a  483 
Rollins,  Theodore  F.  et  al. — 

Maverick  St.,  between  Havre  st.  and  Maverick  sq.,  macadam- 
izing, petition  a  568 
Rosenburg,  Mrs.  E.  H. — 

21  West  St.,  lettered  sign,  petition  a  369 
Rosenheine,  Moritz — 

7  Rutland  St.,  lamp,  petition  a  568 ;  leave  to  withdraw  915 
Rosnosky,  Isaac,  councilman  (ward  16)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on  legislative  matters  27;  water  27; 
Marcella-st.  Home  inquiry  154;  fourth  of  July  259;  salary 
conference  635 
Remarks : 

Committee  on  improved  sewerage  3 

Joint  rules  and  orders  17,  44,  60 

Special  adjournment  19 

Joint  committees  19 

Mystic-valley  sewer  49,  563 

Petition  of  John  Reardon  58,  149 

Hot  dinners  for  employes  on  improved  sewerage  62 

Invitation  to  public  meeting  relating  to  Irish  affairs  75,  80 

Extension  of  Harrison  av.  and  D  st.  128 

Water  St.,  "  flat-iron"  estate  131 


Marcella-st.  Home  154,  174,  268 
Dorchcster-bay  tunnel  175 
Appropriation  bill  190 
Summer  concerts  192,  559 
Contract  of  William  C.  Poland  &  Sou  192,  201 
Charlestown  almshouse  200 
Homoeopathic  hospital  227 
Grand  Junction  wharves  241 
Confirmation  of  water  commissioner  244,  271 
Inspector  of  vinegar  246 
Prince  school-house  yard  263 
Pay  of  laborers,  etc.  264,  266,  284,  420,  633 
Pay  of  regular  reporters  268 
Directors  of  public  institutions  280 
Commonwealth-avenue  fences  287,  3-6 
Fourth  of  July  300 
Police  ordinance  303 
Fixing  hour  of  adjournment  306 
Removal  of  fences  from  squares  307 
Proposed  police  building  327 
Vacation  for  mechanics,  laborers,  etc.  330 
Investigation  of  police  commissioner  331,  875 
Old  state  house  348 

Forest  and  Oakland  gardens  for  fourth  July  385,  389 
Pension  to  officer  Wasgatt  387 
Music-stand  on  common  398 

Sudbury-river  storage-basin  No.  4,  399,  467,  505,  540 
Fuel  contract  414 
Public  parks  465,  828 
Summer  vacation  477 

Requesting  return  of  order  relating  to  parks  481 
Summer  concerts  510 

Salaries  of  city  officers  524,  538,  601,  706,  752 
Lake  Winnipiseogee  566,  605 
Dover-st.  railroad  crossing  577 
Inspection  of  provisions  578 
Rules  and  orders  of  common  council  647 
Corliss  pumping-engines  648,  663,  724 
Steady  work  and  full  pay  for  laborers  650 
Arnold  arboretum  664 
Impurity  of  water  supply  684 
Care  of  plants  in  winter  687 
Death  of  hoseman  Tobey  726 
Evening  high  school  731 

Water  supply,  $55,000  balance  of  appropriation  749 
Cleansing  Sudbury-river  basins  760,  799 
Allowing  city  employes  time  to  vote  801 
Extra  high-service  water  supply  870,  S96 
Additional  appropriation  for  public  buildings  873 
Roundy,  William  A. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Rourke,  John — 

Henchman  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  790 
Rowe,  Joseph  R. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Rowe's  wharf- 
Passenger  wagons,  etc. — see  Omnibuses 
Rowlock,  George  W.  et  al. — 

Bird  st.,  extension,  between    Columbia  and  Hancock  sts. 
(ward  24) ,  sewer,  petition  a  404 
Roxbury  Carpet  Co. — 

Connection  of  factory  buildings  with  fire-alarm    telegraph, 
petition  a  334 
Roxbury  channel — 

Order  for  removal  of  sewage  referred  a  170;  report,   order 

referred  a  212 ;  report  a  314 
Assistant  harbor  master — see  Harbor 
Roxbury  land  records — 

Report  of  record  commissioners  c  58 
Roxbury  street — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  c  58,  a  68 
Sprinkling :  petition  a  209 
Crosswalk :  petition  a  390 ;  report  455 
Telegraph  pole  :  corner  King  St.,  removal,  petition  a  589 
Royce,  Burnham — 

Appointed  constable  a  689,  630 
Royhaar,  Henry— 

46S  Parker  St.,  grade  damages,  petition  a  549 
Roys  street  (ward  23) — 
'  Grading :  petition  a  51 
Edgestones,  sidewalks  :  petition  a  549 

Sewer :  petition  a  549 ;  report  and  order  for  hearing  557 ;  hear- 
ing 569 
Ruggles  street — 

Sidewalks  :  from  Washington  to  Parker  St.,   petition    a  247 ; 

order  passed  276 
Lamp-post :  petition  :.  593 ;  permit  631 

Planks  within  lines  of  B.  &  P.  R.R.  Co.,  removal  of  obstruc- 
tion, etc. ;  petition  a  608 
Telegraph  poles :  permit  a  917 
Ruggles  street  Baptist  Society — 

Ruggles  St.,  lamp-post,  petition  a  593;  permit.  631 
Rules  and  orders — 

Joint  special  committee  a  2,  c  3,  a  14,  e  27,  a  33,  c  748 
Joint  of  1880;  adopted  a  2;  provisionally  c  3;  by  substitute 
order  a  2 ;  non-concurrence,  substitute  order  passed  c  7 ; 
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adherence  a  14;  concurrence  in  part,  conference  commit- 
tee requested  c  17;  adherence,  request  for  conference 
committee  laid  on  the  table  a  22;  rules  adopted  with 
amendment  c  25 ;  concurrence  with  exception  of  rule  20 
referred  a  33,  c  44;  committee  instructed  to  report 
requisite  changes  c 44,  a  52;  report,  orders  passed  c  GO, 
a  68,  c  74,  a  B2;  order  rejected  c  98;  report,  amendments 
adopted  c  10S,  a  117 ;  reports  of  orders  adopting  ordi- 
nances, assigned  c  112;  indefinitely  postponed  c  131; 
ordinance  passed  a  lis,  e  122 
Joint  rules  16  and  24,  orders  passed  a  550,  c  559 
Of  aldermen— of  1880  adopted  2;  committee  2;  report,  order 

passed  12 
Of  common  council— of  1880  adopted  3;  committee  3;  report, 
amended  rules  and  orders  adopted  17 
Recess  during  absence  of  committee  for  counting  ballots 

10 
Rule  72,  refreshment  and  carriage  bills  28 
Rule  21,  order  of  inquiry  passed  c  157;  report,  amend- 
ment adopted  170 
Rule  25,  amendment  adopted  299 
Change  in  order  of  business,  order  referred  349 
Rule  40,  closing  debate,  referred  403 ;  report  c  421 ;  re- 
committed c  441 
Rules  69  and  70,  amendments  referred  632 ;  report  assigned 

c  647,  665 ;  order  passed  671 
Pocket  edition,  order  passed  c  689 
Decisions  on  points  of  order: 

Council — Joint  rule  10 ;  references  to  committees  242 
Adjournment  for  want  of  quorum  288,  299 
Sub-committees  not  recognizable  385 
Orders  die  with  municipal  year  435 
Requesting  return  of  order  relating  to  parks  478,  504 
Solving  doubtafter  declaration  of  adjournment  482 
Supply  of  reading  for  public  schools  543 
Order  for  change  of  seats  in  council  chamber  545 
Order  relating  to  nuisance  on  Norfolk  av.,  546 
Orders  relating  to  Arnold  arboretum  546 
Permits  for  wooden  buildings  598 
Past    assignments    classed    as    unfinished    business, 

ruling  not  sustained  727 
Ascertaining  presence  of  quorum  760 
Motions  to  reconsider  846 
Russell,  Dr.  Charles — 

208  Tremont  st.,  lantern,  petition  a  733;  permit  775 
Russell,  Edward — 

153  Havre  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  511;  order  passed  558 
Russell,  Emily — 

Lcverett  st.,  sewer  abatement,  order  passed  a  889 
Russell,  Ira  Hi  Co. — 

Corner  Albany  and  Maiden  sts.,  wooden  building,  erection, 
petition  c  664,  a  733;  leave  to  withdraw  a  775,  c  792,  a  862, 
c  865 
Russell,  Jeremiah — 

Fancuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  stall  No.  30,  a  57, 140 
Russell,  Julia — 

230  Eighth  St.,  abatement  of  sidewalk,  assessment,  petition 
a  115;  order  passed  142 
Rutherford  avenue  (ward  5)  — 

Stables;  corner  Winchester  st.,  petition  a  32;  permit  56 
Opposite  Lincoln  st.,  petition  a  68;  permit  83 
At  No.  152,  petition  a  178;  permit  197 
Near  Miller  St.,  petition  a  881 ;  permit  916 
Sewer:   between   Union  and  Austin  sts.,   report  and  order 
notice   a  170;  hearing  178;  order  passed  197;  report  of 
cost  referred  s,55 
Wooden  buildings:  movement  from  59  to  61  Chapman  St., 
petition  a  178;  permit  107 
Near   Miller  st.,   wooden  additions,  petition  a  247;  per- 
mit a  314,  c  322 
No.  202,  permit  a  255,  c  257 

Opposite  Winchester  st.,  erection,  petition  a  589 
Near  Allen  St.,  erection,  petition  e  007,  a  608;   leave  to 

withdraw  c  037,  a  043 
Movement  from  No.  202,  to  near  South  Eden  St.,  petition 

a  763 ;  permit  807 
Opposite  Winchester  st.,  erection,  petition  a  803 
Edgestone,  sidewalk:  No.  155,  petition  a  229;  order  passed 
294 
walk  :  at  Lincoln  st.,  petition  a  549;  report  574 
Shed  :  corner  Miller  st.,  petition  a  I'yj", 
Rutherford  street  (ward  4)  — 

Stable  :  petition  a  836  :  permit  863 
Rutland  place — 

Lamps  :  petition  a  309;  leave  to  withdraw  910 
Rutland  street — 

Lamp  :  No.  7,  petition  a568;  leave  to  withdraw  915 
Ryan,  Ellen — 

Saratoga    st.,    near   Winthrop   Junction,    (ward   1),    wooden 

addition  to  building,  petition  a  608 
Saratoga  i-t.,  stable,  petition  a  090;  permit  721 
Ryan,  John  B.— 

Mill  st.,  between  Ashland  and  Commercial  sts.,  edgestones, 
order  passed  a  722 
Ryan,  Joseph  P. — 

Orchard  park,  protection  of  trees,  petition  a  193 


Ryder,  Christopher  C. — 

Nominated  and  elected  second  assistant  assessor  c  144,  172, 
a  179 
Ryder,  Harris  P.  P.— 

45  Brook  av.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  589 

Sagamore  street  (Dorchester) — 
Plank  walk:  petition  a  836 
Sager,  Francis — 

Corner  of  High  and  School   sts.  (Charles town),  remission  of 
taxes  a  229,  230,  c  238,  259 
Salaries- 
Joint  standing  committee  a  12,  178,  c  27 

Report  of  committee  on  salaries  a  231 ;  orders  passed  a  247; 
recommittal  a  253 ;  report  and  action  a  297,311,  362,429, 
452,490;  ordinance  substituted,  c  436;  substitute   salary 
bill  laid  on  tablec438;  ordinance  laid  on  table  c  470,  504; 
orders  (Doc.  90)  assigned  c  503 ;  order   passed  to    report 
ordinance  and  schedule  in  print  c  503;  report  (Doe.    106) 
c522;  orders  (Doc.  90)    taken   up,  ordinance  (Doc.  100) 
substituted    and    amended  c  521;    amended  ordinance 
(Doc.  108)    amended  and  passed  e  538;    laid    on    table 
a  556;  ordinance  and  orders  passed  a  580;  special  meeting 
called,  adjournment  without  action  c  588;  concurrence  in 
part,  and  amendment,  passed  c  598 ;  concurrence  a  608 ; 
conference  rejected  c  598;  ordinance  passed  c  605 ;  amend- 
ed, conference  committee  appointed  a  608;    non-concur- 
rence, committee  joined  c  634;  report,  ordinance  asssigned 
c  686;  considered  c  705;  assigned  c  724;  orders  assigned 
c  606,636,728;  ordinance  indefinitely  postponed  c  754; 
ordinances  and  orders  passed  c  754,  a  763 
Orders  fixing  salaries  of  sundry  city   officers,   and    relating 
to  treasurer  of  sinking  funds,  referred  c  547 ;  report,  laid 
on  table  a  557 
Petition  for  increase  of  salaries  a  253;  report,  referred  to  po- 
lice commissioners  a  298,  c  300 
Salaries  paid  at  various  periods;  order  passed  to  print  docu- 
ment c  286,  a  293 ;  report  c  303 
Salary  of  mayor,  order  proposing  convention,   laid  on  table 
a  433 ;  substitute  order  to  petition  passed  a  490 ;  referred 
c503 
Salaries  of  ferry  employes— see  Ferries. 
Appropriations  for  clerk-hire,  balances  to  remain  unexpended 

c  523 
Inspector   of   vinegar,  order  referred  c  547;  laid  on  table 

a  556 ;  referred  a  575 ;  report  c  762,  a  764 
Transfers  of  appropriations,  report  c  800,  846,  a  855 
Ordinance  to  amend  referred  to  next  city  government  a  893, 
c896 
Salmon,  Henry — 

Centre  St.,  near  Dedham  line  (ward  23),  stable,  petition  a  468; 
permit  487 
Saltonstall,  W.  G.— 

Sewer  assessment  a  180 
Salutation  street — 

Edgestones,  sidewalks  :  petition  a  549 
Saratoga  street  (ward  1)  — 

Wooden    buildings:    erection   near   Riverside   st.,    petition 
c  192 ;  permit  a  255,  e  257 
Erection  near  Trumbull  st.,  petition  c366;  permit  a  395, 

c397 
Rear  Nos.  62-64,  report  c  561,  578 ;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
Near  Winthrop  Junction,  addition,  petition  a  608 
Stables  :  near  Winthrop  bridge,  petition  a  193;  permit  211 

Petition  a  690;  permit  721 
Edgestone  and  sidewalk  abatements:  No.  741,  petition  a  229 

No.  657, petition  a  549 
Grading:  between  Chelsea  and  Bremen  sts.,  order  passed 

a  341 
Sprinkling:  petition  a  422;  order  passed  456 
Grade  damages  :  Nos.  617-645,  petition  a  589 ;   order  passed 

917 
Pipe  :  petition  a  881 
Sargent's  wharf  (ward  6) — 

Stable :  petition  a  912 
Sargent,  William  P.  &  Co.  et  al. — 

Portland  st.,  widening,  petition  a  369 
Saunders,  P.  J. — 

Dorchester  av.,  near  Commerce  st.  (ward  24),  stable,  petition 
a  593 ;  permit  668 
Savage,  Edward  H. — 

Appointed  probation  officer  for  county  of  Suffolk  a  273 
Savage,  James  s. — 

Ballot-boxes,  report  a  486;  resolve  and  order  passed  a  511 
Savage,  John — 

Appointed  measurer  of  grain  a  68,  85 
Savin  Hill- 
Petition  of  John  C.  Hennessey  for  compensation  for  injuries 
from  city  servants  c  46,  a  52 
Savin  Hill  avenue- 
Sprinkling:  petition  a  193;  order  passed  234 
Plank  walk :  petition  a  803 
Savin  street — 

Edgestone,  sidewalk  :  petition  a  334,  order  passed  394 
Sawyer,  George  A. — 

Centre  st.  (ward  24),  lamps,  leave  to  withdraw  a  915 
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Sawyer,  Henry  N.— 

Pleasant  and  Thornlcy  sts.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  549;  order 
passed  574 
Sawyer,  Henry  N.  et  ill. — 

Pleasant  and  Stougutou  sis.  (Dorchester),  macadamizing,  etc., 
petition  a  S9;  order  passed  314 
Sawyer,  Horace  A. — 

Appointed  culler  of  hoops  and  staves  a  255,  c  257 
Sawyer  street  (ward  19) — 

Sprinkling :  petition  a  273 ;  report  295 
Say  ward,  H.  H.  et  al. — 

Bird  st.  and  Cedar  place  (Dorchester),  petition  to  establish 
grade  a  490 
Say  ward,  W.  H.  et  al.— 

Monadnock  St.,  from  Dudley  to  Bird    St.,   sewer,  petition  a 
589;    report  and  order  notice  669;    hearing  677;  order 
passed  681 
Monadnock  St.,  grading,  edgestoncs,  etc.,  petition  a  881 
Scaife,  Helen  A. — 

380  Marlborough  St.,  edgestoncs,  petition,  a  568 ;  order  paBSd 

590 
380     Marlborough     St.,    sidewalk,    petition   a     639;    order 
passed  701 
Scales,  city — 

Superintendents  appointed  a  115,  352,  549 
North  scales,  annual  report  of  supt.  a  230 
North  Brighton,  petition  for  public  scales  a  580 
Scannell,  Roger  F. — 

184  Charles  St.,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice  a  69; 
hearing  100 ;  permit  120 
Scates,  Edward  C.  et  al. — 

Brighton,  re-location  of  pipe  near  public  library,   petition 
a  589 
Schayer,  F.— 

90  Baxter  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  369 ;  order  passed  395 
Schmidt,  Philippine — 

H  St.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  422 ;  order  passed  456 
Schmolz,  Frederick — 

Second  St.,  grade  damages,  petition  a  390;  order  passed  837 
School  street- 
Druggist's  mortar :  at  No.  35,  petition  a  115 ;  permit  140 
Underground  telegraph  and  telephone   wires :  permit  a  888, 
913 
School  Btreet  (ward  21)  — 

Tracks  :  Met.  R.R  Co. ,  petition  a  209 ;  report  and  order  notice 
314;  hearing  369;  order  passed  888 
School  street  (ward  23) — 

Claims :  personal  injuries  c  58,  a  68 
Sidewalk,  edgestones  :  petition  a  468 
School  street  (Charleslown) — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  178,  356,  c  364 
Schools- 
Public  instruction,  joint  standing  committee,  a  12,  c  27 
Care  of  6chool-house  yards  and  sidewalks  a  13,  c  16,  28,  a  33, 

e  43,  67,  a  68,  373 
Furniture  and  repairs  of  school-houses,  order  passed  a  35,  c  43 
Request  for  additional   appropriation,  referred  c  45 ;  report 
referred  c  87,  a  89;  reports,  minority  substituted  and 
accepted  a  90;  assignment  c  96;  majority  report  substi- 
tuted and  order  passed  c  108,  a  117 
Members    of  city   council  being    members  of   school    com- 
mittee, order  to  petition  passed  c  49 ;  indefinitely  post- 
poned a  52 
Janitors  of  school-houses,  order  to  petition  passed  c  49 ;  laid 

on  table  a  52;  indefinitely  postponed  a  73 
Gaston  district,  primary  school-house  site,  order  passed  for 

payment  a  72,  c  74,  86 
Old  Latin  and  English  high-school  building  surrendered  a  83, 
c  86, 112,  a  117;  sale  authorized  c  477,  a  483;  corner-stone, 
message  of  mayor,  referred  a  836 
Truant  officers  appointed  a  100 
Eustis-st.  school-house  yard,  improvements,  request  of  school 

committee  a  132 
Appropriation  bill — sec  Accounts,  auditor's  estimates 
Blossom-st.,  primary  school,  report  inexpedient  to  purchaso 
additional  land  c  176,  a  179 
Primary  school,  additional  accommodation,  request  a  855 
Brimmer  school-house,  conveyance  of  land  c  177,  a  179 
Prince   school:   enlargement  of  yard,  report,  order    paBsed 
a  231;  assigned  c  238;  order  rejected,  motion  to   recon- 
sider laid  on  table  c  259 ;  discussion,  adjournment  for  lack 
of  quorum  287  ;  reconsideration  refuBed  302 ;  order  passed 
to  grade,  sod,  and  fence  yard  a  631,  c  635 
Mason  St. ,  paving,  request  of  school  committee  a  273 
Office  for  master  of  Bunker  Hill  school-house,  request    of 

school  committee  a  273 
Rice  school-house,  windows,  petition  a  309 
Bedford  St.,  free  industrial  school,  petition  a  309 ;  report  c  349, 

a  352 
Grounds  belonging  to   Gibson   School  Fund,  remonstrance 
against  use  as  playgrounds,  c  245,  a  253;  report  c  442, 
a  449    ' 
Atherton  school-house,  repairs,  request  of  school  committee 

a  352 
Winchell  school-house  yard,  addition,  order  referred  c  349; 
report  c  385,  a  390 


Avon-place  primary  school-house,  order  passed  a  376,  c  380, 

401 
Industrial  education,  order  referred  c  403,  a 405 
Stoughton  school-house,  request  for  removal  of  partition  re- 
ferred a  404 
Lincoln  school  building,  request  for  double  windows  referred 
a  404 
Heating  apparatus,  request  for  repairs  referred  a  404 
Tuckerman  school-house,  request  for  enlargement  of  entrance 

referred  a  404 
Adams  school-house,  request  for  master's  office  and  repairs 

referred  a  404 
Latin  and  English  High  School,  gymnasium,  request  referred 
c  460 ;  report,  order  passed  a  472,  c  475 
Evening  high-school  accommodations,  request  referred 
c  460 ;  report,  order  passed  a  472,  c  475 ;    order  re- 
ferred c  595 ;  report,  order  passed  a  629 ;  laid  on  table, 
order  to  consider  other  location  referred  c  635;  notice 
of  call  for  report  c  665;  report  c  731;  order  referred 
a  738 ;  report,  order  passed  a  784 ;  order  to  put  gas 
pipes  in  new  English  high-school  building,  referred 
a  7S6;  rejected  c  849;  petition  c  799;  order  passed  a 
862,  c  865,  873 
East  Boston  High  School,  additional  accommodations,  request 

referred  c  460 ;  report,  order  passed  c  703 
"Vicinity  of  Harrison  av.  and  Brookline  St.,  primary  classes, 

request  a  132;  order  passed  a  472,  c  475 
Egleston  eq.,  new  grammar  school-house,  request  for  rear 
entrance,  petition  a  449 ;  report  referred  c  477,  a  483 
Sebool-house  lot,    edgestones,   sidewalks,   order  passed 
a  807 
Report  of  progress  on  all  matters  before  committee  c  477, 

a  483 
Fence  for  high-schcol  building,  a  394,  e  397 
Thetford-av.  school-house,  request  for  room,  a  449 
Lowell  school  district,  additional  primary  accommodations, 
request  a  449;  report,  order  passed  a  616;  referred  c  633, 
647;  report,  orders  passed  a  679,  c  683;  a  702,  c  703 
Supplementary  reading  for  public  schools — see  Libraries 
School  building  on    Howard    av.,   request    to  remove  and 
rebuild  referred  a  404;  notice  of  call  for  report  c  665;  call 
689 ;  order  for  report  passed  c  731,  a  736 ;  report,  order  to 
purchase  site  passed  c  S74;  order  for  transfer  assigned 
c  874 ;  referred  a  887 ;  referred  to   next  city  government 
c  908;  referred  to  committee  on  finance  a  913 
Conventions  of  hoard  of    aldermen  and  school  committee 

623 
Comins  district,  request  for  additional  primary  accommoda- 
tions a  623 
Dillaway  school-house  yard,  request  for  removal  of  trees  a  623 ; 

report  inexpedient  c  848,  a  855 
Chestnut  av.  Primary  school,  request  for  additional  accommo- 
dations a  608;  report,  order  passed  a  702,  c  703 
Separate  votes  for  school  committee,   request  a  608;  report, 
order  passed  a  745 ;  communication  from  school  committee 
stating  inexpediency,  recommendation  adopted  a  782 
Dudley  school,  accommodation  for  primary  pupils,   request 
c689 
Grammar  scholars,  report,  order  referred  c  748 
Urinals  at  boys'  school-houses,  request  a  667 
Lexington-st.  school-house,  sanitary  accommodations,  request 
a  667 ;  report,  order  passed  c  731,  a  736 
Enlargement  of  yard,  request  a  783 
Roxbury  high-school  district,  drill  facilities,  request  a  667 
Dillaway  school :  new  building,  request  a  449 ;  report,  order 
referred  a  745 ;  reports,  orders  passed  a  764,  806 ;  as- 
signed c  833 ;  passed  c  S65,  871 
Additional      accommodations,    request    a    623;    report, 
order  passed  a  745;  assigned  c  792;  passed  c835; 
report,  referred  to  next  city  government  a  887 
Dorchester  district,    additional    primary    accommodations, 

order  passed  a  701,  c  70:( 
Comins  district,  additional  primary  accommodations,   order 

passed  a  701,  c  703 
Tappan  school,  personal  injuries,  petition  e  728 
Dean   school-house,  better  accommodations,   order  referred 

c  75S;  report  inexpedient,  accepted  c  834,  908,  a  912 
Vacancy  in  school  committee  a  7S2 
School-houses,  additional  appropriation  a  805,  e  818 
"Winchell  primary  school-yard  fence,  order  passed,  reference 
refused  c  S35 ;  amendment  adopted,  order  referred  c  S46, 
a  855 
Sherwin  school-house,  sidewalk,  petition  a  623 
Quiney  street  primary  school-house  site,  order  c  874;  transfer 
order  assigned  c  S74 ;  referred  a  8S7 ;  referred  to  next  city 
government  c  90S:  referred  to  committee  on  finance  a  913 
Sullivan  sq.,  Charlestown,  request  for   new  primary  school- 
house  a  855 
Schwarz,  Louis  B. — 

Repayment  of  taxes,  petition  a  247 
Scollay  square — 

Posts  :  petition  a  159 ;  order  passed  ISO 

Electric  lights:    change  in  location,   petition  a  193;    order 

passed  212 
Passenger  wagon  :  from  Craigie's  bridge,  petition  a  690 
Electric  lights  :  petition  a  881 
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Scott,  George  H. — 

Everett  Bt.,  opposite  Pleasant  st.  (Brighton),  wooden  building 
and  wooden  addition,  erection,  petition  a  667;  report  and 
order  a  862,  c  865,  911,  a  912 
Scott,  John  A — 

Nominated  and  elected  overseer  of  poor  a  169,  c  173 
Scripture,  Isaac  F. — 

291  Dorchester  St.,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice 
a  309 ;  hearing  369 ;  permit  394 
Scudder,  Ferdinand  et  al. — 

Asbestos  Packing  Co. 'a  factory,  steam  whistle,  remonstrance 
a  159 
Scudder,  Harvey — 

Passenger    wagon    to   Allandale    spring,    petition    a   132; 
license  211 
Scullion,  Matthew — 

36  Clarence  St.,  edgestone,  sidewalk,   petition  a  404;   order 
passed  426 
Sears,  E.  F.— 

Alveston  St.,  near  Seavems  av.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  709 
Sears,  F.  R.,  trustee — 

263  Commonweath  av.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  652;  order  passed 
701 
Sears,  George  T  — 

136  Hanover  St.,  electric  light,  petition  a  309;  permit  341 
Seaver,  Charles  M.  et  al. — 

Oriole  st.  (ward  23),  lamps,  petition  a  589 
Seaver,  Fred — 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  hark  a  115 
Seaver,  N.  et  al — 

110  to  113  Meridian  st.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  334;  report  394 
Liverpool  St.,  Chelsea  cars,  remonstrance  a  413 
Seaver,  William  &  Sons — 

Tremont  St.,  at  Culvert  and  Ruggles  sts.,  crosswalks,  petition 
a  334 
Seaver  street  (Charlestown)  — 

Sewer :  between  Gardner  and  Kingston  sts.,  report  and  order 
notice  a  1 70 ;  hearing  178 ;  order  passed  197 ;  report  of  cost 
referred  837 
Seavems  avenue — 

Trees  :  No.  27,  removal,  petition  a  468;  report  519 
No.  21,  removal,  petition  a  667;  report  701 
Seavems,  Daniel — 

Terrace  av.  (ward  23),  lamps,  petition  a  677;  report  890 
Seaverns,  Jbsiab,  heirs  of — 

Rockwood  st.  relocation,  $100  damages  a  255 
Secomb,  Kehew  K  Sons — 

365  Atlantic  av.  and  24  Purchase  St.,  steam-engines,  petition 
and  order  notice  a  52;  hearing  89;  permit  101 
Second  Parish — 

Melville  av.  (Dorchester),  edgestones,  petition  a  568;  order 
passed  590 
Second  street — 

Petroleum,  etc.,  between  D  and  E  sts.,  a  170 

Grading,  etc.;  between  P  and  Q  sts.,  petition  a  309;   order 

passed  394 
Grade  damages :  petition  a  390 ;  order  passed  837 
Water-pipe :  near  H  st.,  order  passed  a  789 
Seneca  street — 

Grade  established  :  near  Albany  st.  a  376,  519 
Lamps  :  report  a  890 
Seventh  street — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  89,  197,  c  198 
Stables  :  near  M  St.,  petition  a  27:; ;  permit  294 

Rear  No.  656,  petition  a  273;  permit  294 
Wooden  warehouse:  erection,  petition  a  422;  report  c  561, 

578 :  order  ruled  out  c  598 
Sidewalk  :  corner  C  st.,  petition  a  474;  order  passed  485 
Crossings :  corner  C  St.,  petition  a  608;  report  631 
Sever,  William  &  Bone  et  al. — 

Ruggles  St.,  from  Washington  to  Parker  St.,  sidewalks,  peti- 
tion a  247  ;  order  passed  276 
Sewall  place — 

Proposed  extension,  order  referred  c  306,  a  309;  report  inex- 
pedient c  402, a  422 
Sewell,  David  E.  el  al.— 

Reading  St.,  grading,  etc.  petition  a  89 
Sewers — 

Standing  committee  a  12 
Mystic-pond  nuisance — see  Water 

"  Sundry  schedules  of  cost,"  orders  for  assessment  and  col- 
lection passed  a  24,  34,  56,  71,  863,  889 

_'  -way  between  Holyoke  and  Canton  sts.,  report  of 
cost  referred 
Annual  report  of  superintendent  a  60 
Superintendent  authorized  to  make  purchases  a  71 
William  H.  Bradley  Dominated  and  elected  superintendent 

a  70,  c  74,  a    .. 
Order   notice   of  intention  to   take    land    from    Continental 
National  Bank  et  "/.  a  170;  bearing  183;  report  and  order 
noti 

Intention  to  take  land  of  Cora  L.   .Shaw,  William   Gray  etal. 
Cor  sewer  purposes,  order  notice  a  2'J4  ;  bearing  334;  °r- 

H   Knee) and  st.,  defective  sewer,  abatement  of   n 
petition  a  404 


Land  of  Cora  L.  Shaw  et  al.,  between  Dalton  st.  and  Hunt- 
ington av.,  report  and  order  for  hearing  a  488;  order 
passed  557 

No.  2241  Washington  St.,  loss  of  horse  in  catch-basin,  petition 
a  490 

Flats  on  Beacon  st.  and  in  Charlestown  district  —  see  Health 

Additional  appropriation,  order  referred  a  669;  report, 
order  passed  a  704,  c  792 

Adams  and  Lincoln  sts.  (Dorchester),  report  of  cost  referred 
a  14 

Alford  st.  (Jamaica  Plain),  petition  a  608 

Allston  and  Mather  sts.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 

Arcadia  st.,  petition  a  289;  report  and  order  notice  314;  hear- 
ing 334 ;  order  passed  376 ;  report  of  cost  referred  837 

Bellevue  st.  (ward  24)  from  Trull  to  Quincy  sts.,  petition  a  836 

Bowdoin  St.  (Dorchester),  report  and  order  notice  a  170; 
hearing  178 

Bremen  st.,  from  No.  536  to  544,  petition  a  568;  report  and 
order  notice  681 ;  hearing  690 ;  order  passed  775 ;  report  of 
cost  referred  855 

Brighton  av.,  petition  a  568 

Brooks  St.,  petition  a  229 ;  report  and  order  notice  294;  hear- 
ing 309 ;  order  passed  341 ;  report  of  cost  referred  837 

Broadway  extension,  between  Harrison  av.  and  Washington 
st.,  petition  a  273;  report  and  order  notice  294;  hearing 
309 ;  order  passed  341 ;  report  of  cost  referred  837 

Blue  Hill  av.,  report  and  order  notice  a  294;  hearing  309;  or- 
der passed  341 ;  report  of  cost  referred  855 

Bird  st.,  between  Columbia  and  Hancock  sts.  (ward  24),  pe- 
tition a  404 

Brighton  St.,  between  Leverett  and  Lowell  sts.,  report  and 
order  for  hearing  a  455 ;  hearing  468 ;  order  passed  488 ; 
report  of  cost  referred  837 

Commercial  and  Lincoln  sts.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 

Cazenove  pi.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 

Crawford  St.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  33 

Commercial  St.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  33 
Abatements  a  170,  273,  790 

Centre  St.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  33 

Camden  St.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  52 

Corner  Huntington  av.,  petition  a  115;  report  and  order 
notice  488 ;  order  passed  557 

Cambridge  st.  to  Brighton  av.,  petition  a  193;  report  and  or- 
der notice  210;  hearing  229 

Columbus  av.,  east  of  Berkeley  St.,  petition  a  193;  report  and 
order  notice  210;  hearing  229;  order  passed  294;  report 
of  cost  referred  837 

Creek  st.  'ward  24),  petition  a  2S9;  report  and  order  notice 
314;  hearing  334;  order  passed  376;  report  of  cost  re- 
ferred 837 

Centre  av.  (Dorchester),  petition  a  289;  order  notice  376; 
hearing  390 ;  order  passed  455 

Centre  St.,  near  Wyman  place,  petition  a  483;  report  and 
order  notice  669 ;  hearing  677;  order  passed  681 

Custer  st.  (Jamaica  Plain),  petition  a  334;  report  and  order 
notice  356 ;  hearing  369 ;  order  passed  412 ;  report  of  cost 
referred  837 

Concord  st.  (Charlestown),  petition  a  390;  report  and  order 
for  hearing  557 ;  hearing  569 

Cottage  st.  (ward  20),  petition  a  404;  report  and  order  for 
hearing  455 ;  hearing  468 

Cumberland  St.,  report  and  order  for  hearing  a  488 

Chester  st.  (ward  25),  petition  a  568 

Cambridge  St.,  near  junction  of  Winship  and  Washington  sts., 
petition  a  667 

Cedar  St.  (Charlestown),  between  Laurel  and  Bartlett  sts., 
petition  a  677 

Centre  st.  (Dorchester),  petition  a  623 

Charles  st.  (ward  24),  petition  a  593 

Chelsea  st.,  defective  drainage,  petition  a  639 

Chestnut  st.,  abatement  a  659 

Child  st.  (VV.R.)  report  of  cost  referred  a  855 

Crawford  st.  (ward  21),  petition  a  589 

Devon  st.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 
Abatement  and  assessment  a  473 

Dix  st.  (Dorchester),  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 

Downer  av.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  33 
Hearing  a  17S,  209 ;  order  passed  210 

Downer  st.,  abatements  a  473,  889 

Downer  and  Tremont  sts.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  33 

Dalton  and  Hereford  sts.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  52 

Draper  court,  report  and  order  notice  a  170, 197;  order  passed 
210 

D  St.,  petition  a  193 

Delle  av.,  petition  a  309;  report  and  order  notice  341;  hearing 
352;  order  passed  376;  r> jjurt  of  cost  referred  855 

Dorchester  av.,  between  Park  and  Gibson  sts.,  petition  a  309; 
report  and    order    notice  341;    hearing    352;    order 
passed  370 
Between  Centre  st.  and  Centre  av.,  order  notice  a  373; 
bearing  390;  order  passed  485;  report  of  cost  r 
a  s::7  ; 

Danforth  st.  (W.R.),  petition  :i  ;:<:;;  report  and  order  notice 
order  passed  775;  report  of  cost  referred 
855 

Dana  st.  (S.B.),  petition  a  608 
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Eustis  and  Washington  sts.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 

Elmore  and  Wilmont  sts.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 

Elmore  si.,  abatements  a  170 

Eustis  ami  Palmer  sts.,  report  of  eost  referred  a  202 

Enfield  st.,  report  of  eost  referred  a  52 

Extension  to  Hazel  St.,  report  and  order  notice  a  412; 
bearing  422 ;  order  passed  4SS  ;  abatements  a  412;  re- 
port of  eost  referred  S37 

Evans  St.,  corner  Tbett'ord  av.,  petition  a  608 

Essex  st.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  837 
Abatements  a  889 

Forest  Hills  st.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 

Fifth  st.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 

Foster  st.,  report  of  eost  referred  a  20 
Abatements  a  7S9 

Fairfield  St.,  extension,  petition  a  89 ;  report  and  order  notice 
294 ;  bearing  309 ;  order  passed  341 ;  report  of  cost  re- 
ferred a  855 
Agreement  with  B.  &  A.  R.R.  Co.,  a  341,  c  343 
Abatements  889 

Fourth  st.,  between  P  and  Q  sts.,  petition  a  100;  report  and 
order  notice  170;  bearing  178;  order  passed  197;  report 
of  cost  referred  837 

Franklin  st.  (ward  25),  petition  a  331 

First  St.,  between  Oaud  P  sts.,  petition  a  483;  report  and  or- 
der for  hearing  518 ;  bearing  549 ;  order  passed  557  ;  report 
of  cost  referred  855 

Falmouth  St.,  between  Camden  st.  and  West  Chester  park, 
report    and  order  notice  a  488;   hearing  511;  order 
passed  557 
From  Dalton  St.,  report  and  order  notice   a  4S8;  bearing 
511 ;  order  passed  557 

Greenwich  pi.  (Dorchester),  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 
Abatement  and  assessment  a  180 

Glen  road  (W.R.),  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 

Gardner  St.  (Cbarlestown),  report  and  order  notice  170;  or- 
der passed  197 

Gilbert  St.,  petition  a  549;  report  and  order  for  hearing  557; 
hearing  569 ;  order  passed  586 ;  report  of  cost  referred  837 

Gold  St.,  between  U  and  D  sts.,  petition  a  593;  report  and 
order  notice  659;  bearing  667 ;  order  passed  6S1 ;  report  of 
cost  referred  855 

Greenwood  av.,  report  and  order  notice  a  645;  hearing  652; 
order  passed  669 

Henchman  St.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 
Abatements  a  789,  790,  808 

Hancock  st.  (Charlestown),  report  of  cost  referred  a  33 

Hancock  st.  (Dorchester) ,  extension ,  petition  a  68 

Between  Commercial   st.    and  Downer  av.,  report  and 

order  notice  a  197 ;  hearing  209 ;  order  passed  210 
Between  Trull  St.  and  Everett  av.,  report  and  order  notice 

a  170;  hearing  178;  order  passed  197 
Reports  of  cost  referred  a  837,  855 

Hereford  and  Dalton  sts.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  52 
Abatement  of  assessment  a  210 

Huntiugton  av.,  corner  Camden  St.,  petition  a  115 ;  report  and 
order  notice  488 ;  hearing  511;  order  passed  557 

Huntington  av.  and  St.  Botolph  St.,  petition  a  247 

Hayward  st.,  petition  a  115 

High  st.  (Charlestown) ,  order  passed  a  314 ;  report  of  cost  re- 
ferred S37 

High  st.  (Dorchester),  petition  a  115;  report  and  order 
notice  170;  hearing  178;  order  passed  210  :  report  of  cost 
referred  837 

Harvard  St.  (ward  21),  petition  a  209 

Harvard  av.,  between  Cambridge  st.  and  Brighton  av.,  peti- 
tion a  193;  report  and  order  notice  210;  bearing  229;  or- 
der passed  294;  report  of  cost  referred  837 

Highland  st.  (ward  24),  petition  a  209 
Remonstrance  a  209 

Hartford  St.,  Dorchester,  report  and  order  notice  a  294;  hear- 
ing 309  ;  order  passed  341 ;  report  of  cost  referred  855 

Hazel  st.  (W.R.),  petition  a  404;  report  and  order  notice  412; 
hearing  422;  order  passed  4S8;  report  of  cost  referred  837 

Holbrook  and  Orchard  sts.,  petition  a  483 

Hoffman  St.,  petition  a  549 ;  report  and  order  for  hearing  557  ; 
hearing  569;  order  passed  5S6;  report  of  cost  referred  837 

Heath  place,  between  Meriden  and  Walden  sts.,  report  and 
order  for  hearing  a  586;  hearing  589;  order  passed  669, 
721 ;  report  of  eost  referred  855 

Heath  St.,  between  Heath  place  and  Parker  St., petition  a  589 

Harvard  st.  (ward  22),  between  Washington  st.  and  Harrison 
av.,  petition  a  S81 ;  order  passed  889 

Hancock  st.  and  private  way,  abatements  a  8S9 

Joy  St.,  near  Beacon  st.,  petition  a  404;  report  and  order  for 
hearing  455 ;  hearing  468 ;  order  passed  4S8 ;  report  of  cost 
referred  837 

Knapp  St.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 
Abatement  of  assessment  a  210 

Kemp  st.,  petition  to  rebuild  a  82 

Linden  st. ,  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 
Abatements  a  473,  645 

Lincoln  and  Adams  sts.  (Dorchester),  report  of  cost  referred 
a  14 

Lincoln  and  Commercial  sts.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 

Lee  st.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 


Abatement  a  615 
Leverett  St.,  petition  to  lower  to  Minot  st.  a  422;  report  and 
order  for  bearing  455 ;  hearing  468 ;  order  passed  488 

Abatements  a  889 
Lawrence  st.  (Charlestown),  petition  a  549 
Lewis  wharf,  petition  that  sewer  he  cleaned  a  623 
Lamartiue   st.,  report  and  order  notice  a  681;  hearing  690; 

order  passed  775  ;  report  of  cost  referred  855 
Myrtle  St.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 
Mather  and  Allston  sts.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 
Melville  av.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 
Mill  St.  (ward  24) ,  petition  a  159 ;  report  and  order  notice  197 ; 

hearing  209 ;  order  passed  210 :  report  of  cost  referred  837 
Munroe  st.,  petition  a  178;  remonstrance  209;  report  and  or- 
der notice  210;  hearing  229 
Maywood  St.,  petition  a  209;  report  and  order  notice   294; 

hearing  309 ;  order  passed  341 ;  report  of  cost  referred  857 
Moreland  St.,  between  Greenville  and  Fairland  sts.,  petition 

a  289;  report  and  order  notice  314;  hearing  334;  order 

passed  356 ;  report  of  cost  referred  837 
Midland  st.  (Savin  Hill),  petition  a 549 
Meriden  st.  (Roxbury),  report  and  order  for  hearing  a  586; 

hearing  589 ;  order  passed  663 ;  report  of  cost  referred  855 
Monaduock   st.,   from   Dudley  to   Bird  St.,   petition   a  589; 

report  and  order  notice  659;  hearing  677;  order  passed 

681 
Mt.  Pleasant  av  ,  near  Fairland  st.,  petition  a  690 
M  St.,  between  Second  and  Third  sts.,  petition  a  803 
Orchard  andHolbrooksts.,  petition  a  483 
Parker  st.  (Cbarlestown),  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 

Abatement  and  assessment  a  180 

Abatements  a  412,  449,  488 
Pleasant  st.  (Dorchester),  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 
Palmer  and  Eustis  sts.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 
Park  st.  (Dorchester),  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 

Abatements  a  412,  659 

Petitiou  a  568;  report  and  order  for  bearing  586:  hearing 
589 ;  order  passed  630 
Pearl  St.  (Dorchester),  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 
Pembroke  St.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  33 

Abatement  of  assessment  a  210 
Pyuchon  St.,  damages  a  115,  356,  359,  c  364 
Putnam  st.  (E.B.),  petition  a  334;   report  and  order  notice 

356;  bearing  369;  order  passed  412;    report  of  cost  re- 
ferred 837 
Pitts  st.,  petition  a  511;  order  passed  518;  report  of  cost  re- 
ferred a  S55 

Abatement  a  8S9 
Q  St.,  between  Fourth  and  Fifth  sts.,  report  and  order  notice 

a  170;  hearing  178;  order  passed  197;  report  of  cost  re- 
ferred 837 
Revere  St.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 
Roekview    st.    (ward  23),    report  and  order    notice  a  314; 

hearing  334;  remonstrance  352;  order  for  hearing  373; 

hearing  390 
Regent  st.,  between  Circuit  and  Dale  sts.,  petition  a  449;  re- 
port and  order  for  hearing  488 ;  hearing  511 ;  order  passed 

557;  report  of  cost  referred  837 
Rill  st.  (ward  21),  petition  a  449  ;  order  passed  4S3;  report  of 

cost  referred  837 
Roys  st.,  petition   a  549;  report  and  order  for  hearing  557; 

hearing  569 
Redesdale  st.  (ward  25),  petition  a  568 
Reed's  court,  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 

Abatement  and  assessment  a  180 
Rutherford  av.,  between  Union  and  Austin  sts.,  report  and 

order  notice  a  170;  hearing  178;  order  passed  197;  report 

of  cost  referred  855 
Sunderland  St.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 
St.  James  av.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 
Seaver  st.  (Charlestown),  between   Kingston  and    Gardner 

sts.,  report  and  order  notice  a  170;  hearing  178;  order 

passed  197 ;  report  of  cost  referred  S37 
Tremont  St.,  west  of  Phillips  st.,  report  of  eost  referred  a  20 

Corner  Downer  St.,   petition  a  193;    report  and  order 
notice  210;   hearing  229 

Abatement  a  790 
Tremont  and  Downer  sts.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  33 
Thetford  av.,  corner  Evans  St.,  petition  a  60S 
Union  st.,  between  Rutherford  av.  and  Washington  St.,  re- 
port and  order  notice  a  170 ;  hearing  178 ;  order  passed 

197 ;  report  of  cost  referred  855 
Virginia  av.    (ward  20),   petition   a  100;  report  and  order 

notice  170;  hearing  178;  order  passed  197 ;  report  of  cost 

referred  S55 
Wilmont  and  Elmore  sts.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 
Walnut  av.,  Nos.  197-201,  petition  a  132 

Between  Elmore  and  Dale  sts.,  petition  a  159;   remon- 
strance 178,  209 ;  report  and  order  notice  356 ;  hearing 
369 ;  order  passed  4SS  ;  report  of  cost  referred  S55 
Water  St.,  extension,  petition  a  159 

Wabon  st.  (Roxbury),  report  and  order  notice  a  197 ;  bear- 
ing 209 ;  order  passed  210 ;  report  of  cost  referred  837 
Warren  St.,  between  Clifford  and    Woodbine  sts..    petition 

a  334;  report  and  order    notice  341;  hearing  352;  order 

passed  376 ;  report  of  cost  referred  S55 
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Westminster  et.,  between  Windsor  and  Hammond  sts.,  peti- 
tion a  404;  report  and  order  for  hearing455;  hearing  486; 
order  passed  488 ;  report  of  eost  referred  837 
Walden  st.,  petition  a  48;i;  report  and  order  for  hearing  586; 
bearing  589;  order  passed  6<3'.i;  report  of  cost  referred  855 
Washington  st.,  between  Union  and  Greenwood  aves.,  petition 
a  54°;  report  and  order  notice  645;  hearing  652;  order 
passed  869  ;  report  of  cost  referred  855 
Washington  and  Enstis  sts.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 
Improved  sewerage — 

Joint  special  committee  a  2,  c  3,  5,  27 
Committee  authorized  to  continue  construction  a  34,  c  43 
Koxbury  canal,  abating  nuisance  a  34,  c  43,  a  170 
Petition  of  John  C.  Hennessey  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries c  46,  a  52 ;  report,  order  passed  a  499,  e  503 
Hot  dinners  for  employes  c  61,  a  69,  84,  c  86 
Dorchester-bay  tunnel,  modification  of  contract  author- 
ized a  170,  c  175,  a  179 
Contract  of  William  C.  Poland  &  Son,  $10000  advance, 

order  assigned  c  192;  passed  c  201,  a  210 
Corliss  pumping-cngine :  order  for  report  in  print,  laid 
on  table  a  214;  indefinitely  postponed  295;  reconsid- 
ered and  passed  a  316,  c  322;  order  passed  to  visit 
a  646;  order  passed  requiring  report  a  662;  assigned 
e  663;  indefinitely  postponed  e  724;  orders  for  special 
committee  a  681 ;  indefinitely  postponed  a  690 
Pay  of  laborers  employed  by  W.  L.  &  B.  Hoblitzell — see 

Laborers 
Contract  with  Wm.  C.  Poland  &  Son,  committee  directed 
to  report  a  658,  e  663;  report  a  701;  accepted  a  777, 
c792 
Construction  under  superintendence  of  H.  A.  Carson, 
committee   directed  to  report   a  658,   c  663;  report 
a  701  ;  accepted  a  777,  e  792 
Dorchester  bay  tunnel,   committee  directed    to    report 

a  659,  c  663;  reporta  700;  accepted  a  7.7,  c  792 
Proposed  sewerage  commission — see  Commissions 
Sexton,  John — 

94  W.  Eighth  st,  sidewalk  petition  a  549 ;  order  passed  574 
Shambert,  A.  E.— 

82  Baxter  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  589;  order  passed  617 
Shamrock  street  (ward  24)  — 
Grading,  etc. :  petition  a  593 

Stable  :  near  Commercial  St.,  petition  a  667;  permit  679 
Shapleigh,  J.  W.— 

296  Commonwealth  av.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  209;  order  passed 
235 

_'li,  J.  W.  &B.  M.— 
29s,  Commonwealth  av.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  209;  order  passed 
a  235 
Shapleigh,  B.  M. — 

294  Commonwealth  av.,  s.dewalk,  petition  a  209 ;  order  passed 
235 
Sharp,  James  C.  et  al. — 

Centre  st.  (Dorchester)  sewer,  petition  a  623 
Shaw,  Cora  L.  et  al.— 

Intention  to  take  land  for  sewer  purposes,  order  notice  a  294; 

hearing  334;  order  passed  357 
Land  between  Dalton  st.  and  Huntington  av.,  eewer,  report 
and  order  for  hearing  a  4S8;  order  passed  557 
Shaw,  F.  and  Brothers  et  al.— 

Purchase  St.,  between  Congress  and  Federal  6ts.,  paving,  peti- 
tion a  803 
Shaw,  George  A. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  111,  a  116 
Shaw,  Joseph  P. — 

Green    st.,   near  Brookline    av.,    Eteam-engine  and    boiler, 

petition  and  order  notice  a  20 ;  hearing  68 ;  permit  83 
Brookline  av.,  near  Green  st.  (ward  23),  wooden  addition  to 
building,  petition  a  783 
Shaw,  Lemuel — 

Mall  st.,  widening,  $244.13  damages  a  120 
Shaw,  William — 

Centre  st..  near  Dorchester  av.  (ward  24),  wooden  addition  to 
building,  petition  a  667 ;  report  and  order  a  862,  c  865. 
911, a  912 
Shawmut  avenue — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  32,  c  43,  a  82,  180,  e  182 
Fire-alarm  pole:  corner  Tremout  St.,  petition  a  209;  permit 

Release  of  condition  in  deed,  corner  Middlesex  St.,  petition 

e  58,  a  68  ;  older  passed  a  196,  c  198 
Bridge  :  repairs  a  558 

Paving:  from  West  Brookline  st.  to  Chester  sq.,  petition  a  652 
Woo.len  building:  erection,  No.  829  and  831,  petition  a  733; 

report  and  order  a  S«2,  o  Hlii,  911,  a  912 
Stable  :  Xo.  882,  petition  a  803;  permit  838 
Shawmut  Lithograph  Co. — 

597  Albany  -I.,  steam-engine,  order  notice  a  273;  hearing  348; 
permit  373 
Shea,  John  J.— 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  115 
Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Sheehan,  Catherine— 

ij.JT  Saratoga  st.  (E.U.),  edgestone  and  sidewalk  abatement, 
petition  a  549 


Sheehan,  Maurice  el  al. — 

Commercial  st.  (ward  24),  sprinkling,  petition  a  132;  order 
passed  234 
Sheerin,  James — 

Foster  st. ,  sewer  abatement  a  789 
Sheerin,  John  B. — 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Shelby  street- 
Lamps  :  between  Princeton  and  Saratoga  sts.,  petition  a  709 
Sheldon,  William  E.— 

3  and  5  Water  St.,  lease  of  premises,  petition  a  68 
Shepard,  Harvey  N.,  trustee — 

Broadway,  extension,  $80  damages,  order  passed  a  630 
Shepard  street  (Brighton)  — 

Sidewalk :  abatement,  petition  a  115 
Sheridan,  Mary — 

741  Saratoga  St.,  edgestone  and  sidewalk  abatement,  petition 
a  229 
Sherwin,  Thomas — 

Nominated  and  elected  city  collector  c  343,  a  352 
Shiek,  E.  F.— 

Coaches  from  West  Chester  park  through  Swett  St.  to  City 
Point,  petition  a  733 
Short  street  (ward  2)  — 

Woodui  building:  movement  from  301  Maverick  st.,  petition 
a  667 ;  permit  701 
Shurtleff  court  (ward  4)  — 

Wooden  buildings:  near  Rutherford  av.,  petition  a  68;  permit 
a  84,  c  86 
Erection,  petition  a  89;  permit  101,  c  107 
Sias,  Abby  O.— 

Ellery  st.,  $100  grade  damages,  order  passed  a  917 
Sidwell,  Alfred  J.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  624 
Sidwell,  Joseph — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  881 
Silloway,  Charles  E. — 

Appointed  second  assistant  city  messenger,  a  196,  e  198 
Silver,  Manuel — 

Abbot  st.  (ward  24)  .stable,  petition  a  352,  permit  375 
Simmon,  Charles — 

Rear  74  Sumner  St.  (ward  2),  stable:  leave  to  withdraw  a  721 
Simmons,  George  A. — 

Cedar  st.  (Koxbury),  sidewalk,  permit  to  close  a  94 
Simmons,  Simon — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  659 
Simpson,  Daniel  et  al. — 

Fourth  St.,  between  P  and  Q  sts.,  sewer,  petition  a  100;  re- 
port and  order  notice  170;    hearing  178;    order  passed 
197 
Simpson,  James  M.  et  al. — 

Shelby  st.,  between  Princeton  and  Saratoga  sts.,  lamps,  peti- 
tion a  709 
Sims,  WTilliam  A. — 

Benjamin  W.Sims,  deceased,  order  to  pay  sum  due  a  121, 
cl22 
Simpson,  William  L. — 

247  Hanover  St.,  sign,  petition  a  639 
Sinking  funds- 
Appropriations  required  c  87 

Newton  Talbot  nominated  and  elected  commissioner  a  254; 
assignment  c  257;  opinion  of  city  solicitor,  concurrence 
c278 
Annual  report  a  354 
Ordinance  referred  c  509 ;  report  c  547 ;  referred  to  next  city 

government  c  899,  a  912 
Alfred  T.  Turner  chosen  treasurer  a  557;  authorized  to  ac- 
cept a  584,  c  758 
Sixth  street — 

Sidewalks  and  putting  in  order,  petition  a  511;  order  passed 

558 
Edgestones,  sidewalks  :  petition  a  568;  order  passed  591 
Skinner,  Caroline  E. — 

Alfred  st.,  laying  out,  $3257.80  damages,  order  passed  a  518 
Alford  st.  (Jamaica  Plain),  sewer,  petition  a  608 
Skinner,  E.  M.— 

Alfred  St.,  grading,  edgestones,  petition  a  589;  order  passed 
617 
Skinner,  Frank  H.  et  al. — 

Marlborough  St.,  between  Hereford  st.  and  Chester  park, 
macadamizing,  etc.,  petition  a  209 
Skinner,  J.  H.  etal. — 

Sagamore  st.  (Dorchester),  plank  walk,  petition  a  836 
Slade,  Lucius,  alderman — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on  slate  aid  2 ;  improved  sewerage  2; 
rules  and  orders  of  board  of  aldermen  2;  armories  12; 
markets,  etc.  12;  paving  12 ;  public  institutions  12;  sala- 
ries 12;  surveyor's  department  12;  topics  in  mayor's  ad- 
dress 14;  inspection  of  prisons,  etc.  15;  testimonial  to 
city  of  New  Orleans  68;  auditor's  estimates  117;  Fitch- 
burg  railroad  254;  fourth  July  274;  commissions  293; 
bonds  city  officers  428;  old  state  house  452;  inspection  of 
vinegar  575;  salary  conference  611;  eulogy  on  President 
Garfield  621;  state  election  returns  720;  Webster  centen- 
nial 804 
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Remarks: 

Smith,  Henry — 

Joint  rales  and  orders  2, 14,  22,  33 

Columbia  St.,  relocation  between  Washington  st.  and  Blue 

Care  of  sidewalks  in  front  of  public  buildings  and  grounds 

Hill  av.,  $78  damages  a  84 

33,  32 

Smith,  Horace — 

Ice  in  South-bay  channel  21 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  111,  a  116 

Salr  of  reservoir  building,  etc.  32,  2T7,  315 

Smith,  J.  N.  et  at.— 

Assignment  of  offices  mid  rooms  35,  72 

Virginia  av.    (ward  20),   sewer,  petition  a  100;  report  and 

Coasting  on  common  37 

order  notice  17U ;  hearing  178;  order  passed  197 

Contested  election  of  aldermen  51,  84,  167 

Smith,  Nathan  G-.,  councilman  (ward  21) — 

Representation  of  city  council  in  school  committee  52 

Oaths  of  office  1 

Act  to  regulate  recounting  of  votes  52.  72 

Appointed:    committee   on    public    institutions    27;   fourth 

Ordinance  for  election  of  first  assistant  assessors  52 

July   259;   inspector  of  vinegar  547;   salary   conference 

Date  of  municipal  election  52 

611 ;  public  parks  689 

Mode  of  filling  vacancies  in  board  of  aldermen  53 

Remarks ; 

Telegraph  and  telephone  wires  53 

Decoration  day  67 

Act  relating  to  by-laws  and  ordinances  55 

Marcella-st.  Home  174 

Petition  of  John  Keardon  GS,  119 

Charlestown  almshouse  201 

Dinners  of  laborers  on  improved  sewerage  69,  84 

Homoeopathic  hospital  227 

Report  on  treatment  of  poor  73 

City  treasurer  301,  322 

Election  of  superintendent  of  sewers  82 

Heath  St.  380 

Homoeopathic  hospital  117 

Salaries  of  city  officers  437,  504,  526,  576,  598,  635,  706,  751 

Charlestown  almshouse  141 

Building  limits  446 

Telephone  locations  143 

Excursion  by  members  of  common  council  477 

Marcella-st.  Home  159 

Requesting  return  of  order  relating  to  parks  481 

Steamer  Parisian  160 

Personal  explanation  504 

Corliss  pumping-engine  controversy  214,  295,  319,  692 

Vaccine  virus  594 

Ordinance  relating  to  mayor's  clerk  235 

Charges  against  city  treasurer  604 

Salaries  of  city  officers  247,  298,  312,  429,  490,  499,  580,  763, 

Washington  park  637 

893 

Visit  to  inspect  Corliss  pumping-engines  649 

Charlestown  bridge  254,  699 

Arnold  aboretum  664,  673,  792,  869 

Ventilation  of  city  hall  256 

Death  of  hoseman  Tobey  689 

Unpaid  wages  due  from  failed  contractors  273 

Police  helmets  801 

Committees  and  pay  of  laborers  274 

Grammar  school-house,  Ivenilworth  st.  865 

Fourth  of  July  311 

Smith  &  Stevens- 

City  messenger  311 

Sprinkling  city  streets,  petition  a  115;  report  180 

South  street  334 

Smith  street — 

Egleston-scLuare  school-house  377 

Edgestones,   sidewalks:  at  Nos.  68  and  97,  petition  a  193; 

Old  state  house  393,  411,  423,  454,  500,  585 

order  passed  631 ;  petition  a  2S9 

Paying  employes  outside  of  city  hall  452 

No.  95,  petition  a  677 

Superintendent  of  printing  429 

No.  99,  petition  a  677 

Convention  on  mayor's  salary  434 

Smith,  Thomas  M.— 

Erection  of  bridges  by  Boston  Sugar  Refinery  Co.  456 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 

Extension  of  Harrison  avenue  457 

Smith,  William  et  al.— 

Liverpool-st.  tracks  429,  484 

Return  of  $100  paid  for  brewer's  license,  petition  a  667;  order 

Public  parks  489,  642,  715,  766 

passed  a  745,  c  748 

Pay  of  laborers  498,  615 

Smith,  William  F.— 

Water  from  Lake  Winnipi6eogee  515 

24  Perrin  St.,  edgestones,   sidewalks,  petition  a  273;  order 

Impurity  of  water  supply  550,  740 

passed  295 

Pay  of  laborers  554,  572 

Smith,  W.  H.  L.  et  al.— 

Storage  basin  No.  4,  556 

Mill  St.  (ward  24),  sewer,  petition  a  159;  report  and  order 

Sprinkling  streets  in  South  Boston  485 

notice  197 ;  hearing  209 ;  order  passed  210 

Restriction  of  cars  on  the  circuit  571 

Smith,  William  H.— 

Telephone  locations  575 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 

Neponset  avenue  585 

Smith,  William  L.— 

Charges  against  city  treasurer  611 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 

Constables'  bonds  644 

Smith,  William  N.— 

Proposed  sewer  commission  734,  860 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 

City  solicitor  726 

Smyth,  Edwin  It.— 

Improved  sewerage  contracts  779 

Appointed  officer  to  make  complaint  in  cases  of  violation  of 

Additional  water  supply,  $55,000  balance  780 

ordinances  a  100,  677 

Evening  high  school  786 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 

Paying  city  employes  at  Christmas  804 

Smyth,  Herbert — 

Underground  electric  wires  842,  888,  913 

Pynchon  st.,  sewer  damages,  petition  a  115;  leave  to  withdraw 

Election  returns  892 

a  356,  359,  c  364 

Slaver,  William — 

Snell,  Henry  M.  et  al. — 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  115 

Centre  av.,  Dorchester,  sewer,  petition  a  289;  order  notice 

Sleeper,  Jacob  et  al. — 

376 ;  hearing  390 ;  order  passed  455 

Caual  st.,  tracks,  remonstrance  a  89 

Snow,  David — 

Arch  st.,  paving,  petition  a  309 

160  Tremont  St.,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice  a  710 ; 

Sloan,  3o\metal. — 

hearing  7S3 ;  permit  809 

196  Marginal  St.,  lantern,  petition  a  89 ;  leave  to   withdraw 

Snow  Hill  street — 

101 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  c  87 

Smart,  William  B.— 

Social  Law  Library,  proprietors  of — 

Elected  first  assistant  asssssor  c  111,  a  116 

Petition  for  appropriation  a  7S3 

Smith,  Austin  R. — 

Society  of  Arts — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 

Arnold  arboretum,  resolution  in  favor  c  909 

Smith,  Bridget-- 

Soldiers'  Home — 

Commercial  St.,  sewer,  abatement  a  170 

Invitation  accepted  a  814 

Smith,  Charles — 

Soldiers'  Home  Bazaar — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 

Huntington  av.,  Mechanics'  building,  license  to  hold  fair  a  809 

Smith,  Charles  W.— 

Soldiers  relief— see  State  aid 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  111,  a  116 

Soley,  John — 

Elected  representative  a  747 

Movement  of  wooden  buildings :  from  Everett  st.,  near  Cot- 

Smith, Clark— 

tage  st.  (ward  2),  to  Bremen,  near  Brooks  St.  (ward 

231  Medford  st.,  wooden  building,  erection,  petition  c  227; 

1) ,  petition  a  32 ;  permit  71 

permit  a  255,  c  257 

From  97  Chelsea  st.  to  101  Chelsea  St.,  petition  a  89; 

Smith,  Elbridge  et  al. — 

permit  121 

Grounds  belonging  to   Gibson   School  fuud,   remonstrance 

From  59-61  Chapman  st.  to  Rutherford  av.,  corner  Miller 

against  use  as  ball  grounds  e  245,  a  253;  report  c  442, 

st.  (ward  5),  petition  a  17S;  permit  197 

a  449 

147  White  st.  (ward  1)  to  East  Eagle  St.,  petition  a  209 ; 

Smith,  Eliza- 

permit  234 

Commercial  st.,  sewer,  abatement  a  170 

196  Havre  st.  to  265  Breuimer  St.,  petition  a  483;  permit 

Smith,  Freeman  etal. — 

519 

Blue  Hill  av.  between  Wales  and  Abbot  sts.,  and  Wales  st. 

Centre  st.,  near  Allandale  Spring,  to  John  A.  Andrew  st. 

between  Abbott  and  Harvard  sts.,  plank  walk,  petition 

(ward  23),  petition  a  511;  permit  557 

a  677 

Chelsea  st.  to  Porter  st.,  petition  a  511 ;  permit  557 

INDEX    TO    PROCEEDINGS    OF   CITY    COUNCIL. 


LXVIJ 


On  Cambridge  st.  (ward  4),  from  near  Perkins  6t.  to  near 

Canal  st.,  permit  a  617 
From  301  Maverick  st.  to  Short  st.  (ward  2),  petition 

a  667  ;  permit  701 
From  363  to  369  Maverick  st.,  petition  a  733;  permit  775 
Solicitor,  city — see  Law  department 
Somerset  street- 
Paving:  corner  Beacon  St.,  petition  a  390 

Continuation  to  Ashburton  place,  petition  a  639 
Electric  light:  corner  Howard  St.,  petition  a  568;  permit  687, 
862 
Somerville,  City  of— 

Boundary  lines  a  255 
Sommer,  Sebastian — 

4  Vinton  st.  (ward  15),  stable,  leave  to  withdraw  a  721 
Soren,  John  J. — 

19  Greenville  st.,  stepping-stone,  petition  a  247 

Corner    Iioxbury  and    King  sts.,   telegraph  pole,   removal, 

petition  a  589 
King  st.,  edgestone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  589;   order  passed 
616 
Soren,  John  J.  et  al. — 

Dudley   St.,    from  Warren  to  Washington   st.   paving,  peti- 
tion a  369 
South  Boston  Iron  Co. — 

18,  20,  22,   Dorchester  av.    (ward  13),   wooden  addition    to 
building,  petition  a  511;  report  c  561,  57S;  order  ruled 
out  c  5U8 
South  Boston  R.R.  Co.— 

City  Point  (S.B.),  additional  tracks,  order  notice  a  254;  hear- 
ing 303 ;  order  passed  314 
P  St.,  stable,  petition  a  273 ;  permit  294 
31st  location  accepted  a  337 
Oare  on  all  lines,  petition  for  increase  a  511 
Blue  line,  order  offered  a  538;    communication    and  subject 

referred  a  571 
Third   st.,    between    P    and    O     sts.,    and   O  St.,  between 

Broadway  and  Third  St.,   grading,  petition  a  511 
Weat  Broadway,  tracks,  petition  a  549 

Harrison  av.  and  Washington  St.,  use  of  Met.  K.R.  tracks,  pe- 
tition a  549 
From  K  st  to  excursion  boats,  coach  licenses  granted  a  573 
Location  iu  Knceland  and  Lincoln  sts.,  petitions  in  aid  a  309; 
report  and  order  for  hearing  574;  hearing  postponed  608; 
report  and  order  notice  617;   hearing  623,   652;    order 
passed  807 
A  and  Congress  sts.,  location,  petition  a  709,  report  and  order 

notice  746;  hearing  803 
W.  Broadway  at  Third  St.,  curved  track,  petition  a  763 :  order 

notice  807;  hearing  881 

32d  location  accepted  a  855 

South  Boston  Savings-Bank — 

211  K  6t.,  edgestones,  order  passed  a  295 
South  Eden  street  (ward  24)  — 

Wooden  buildings:  connection  of  Nos.  24  and  26,   petition 
a  334;  permit  a  395,  c  397 
South  Market  street — 

Awning  frame  :  No.  46,  petition  a  247 

Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires :  permita  888,913 
South  street — 

Steam-engine  :  at  Nos.  31-33,  petition  and  order  notice  a  69; 

hearing  100;  permit  120 
Petition  to  put  in  order  a  159 

Widening  from  East  to  Kneeland   St.,  order  referred  a  316, 
334,  c  34 J;  report  referred  a  630;  report,  order  passed  a 
668,  678,  c  683 
Petitions  a  316 

Keport,  time  granted  a  428,  c  435 
Paving :  between  Summer  and  East    sts.,   order  passed  a 295 

Between  D  and  E  sts.,  petition  a  483 
Stable  :  Nos.  233-239,  petition  a  2S9 ;  report  assigned  358,  378 ; 

laid  on  table  394;  accepted  a  574 
Middlesex  R.K.  location  ;  hearing  a  623 
South  Boston  K.R.  location  :  hearing  a  623 
Sidewalk  :  No.  125-131,  removal,  petition  a  803 
South  street  (ward  24)— 

Wooden  building:   near  Commercial  st.,  erection,  petition 

c  227 ;  permit  a  255,  c  257 
Stable  :  near  Commercial  st.,  petition  a  483,  permit  557 
Plank  walk  :  from    Unitarian  church  to    Rosliudale  station, 
petition  a  836 
Souther,  John  8:  Co. — 

Dorchester  av.,  near  Blake  st.  (ward  15),  wooden  building, 
erection,  petition  a  623 
Southwick,  Isaac  M. — 

23  Green  st.,  bracket,  petition  a  289;  permit  315 
Southworih,  Asa— 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Bowdon,  Philip,  jr. — 

Sprinkling  streets  in  South  Boston,  petition  a  115;  report  180 
Spach,  Henry  K. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Bparhawk  avenue— 

i^anip  :  petition  a  568;  report  890 
Sparliawk,  E.  C. — 

Bparhawk  st.,  edgestones,  petition  a  568;  order  passed  590 


Cambridge  st.,  near  junction  of  Winship  and  Washington  ets.  i 
sewer,  petition  a  667 
Bparhawk,  E.  C.  et  «l. — 

Sparliawk  av.,  lamp,  petition  a  568;  report  890 
Bparhawk  street — 

Edgestones:  petition  a  568;  order  passed  590 
Spaulding's  Bell  Ringers — 

Tremont  Temple,  amusement  license  granted  a  630 
Spaulding,  John  P.  ft  aln. — 

Camden  St.,  petition  to  raise  grade  a  490 
Spear,  George  A. — 

Appointed  fence-viewer  a  255,  c  257 
Spear,  Gregory  it  Co.— 

West  Chester  park,  near  Boylston  st.,  wooden  addition  to 
building,  petition  a  608;  leave  to  withdraw  c  637,  a  613 
Spear,  James  N. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Spence,  Andrew- 
Boston  st.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  422;  leave  to  withdraw 
a  518,  c  521 
Spence,  Andrew,  jr.  et  al. — 

East  Ninth  st.,  grading,  edgestones,  sidewalks,  petition  a  468 
Spencer,  A.  W. — 

Columbia  st.  near  Quincy  st.  (ward  24) ,  stable,  petition  a  709 ; 
permit  745 
Spenceley,  Christopher  J. — 

Petition    for  seat  of   councilman  Jeremiah  J.   McNamara, 
referred  6;  reports  47;  leave  to  withdraw  62 
Spinnev,  Edwin  B. — 

Appointed  constable  a  5S9,  630 
Spinney,  E.  E. — 

K  and  Ninth  sts.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  115;  order  passed  295 
Spinney,  J.  W.  et  al.—. 

Namesof  jurors  drawn  and  jury-list,  publishing,  petition  a  483 
Spofford,  R.  S.,  executors  of  estate  of — 

Curve  8t.,  compensation  for  land  taken,  petition  a  483 
Spofford,  R.  S.  and  Johnson,  Mary  S.,  heirs  of — 

Broadway  extension,  $700  damages,  order  passed  a  789 
Sprague,  Henry  H. — 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Sprague,  J.  A.  et  al. — 

Centre  and  Cedar  sts.  (Roxbury),  crosswalks,  petition  a  159 
Spring  lane — 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  639 

Lamps  :  report  a  890 
Spring  street- 
Paving  :    between   Leverett  and  Poplar  sts.,   order   passed 
a  558 
Springfield  street — 

Sidewalk:  from  Harrison  av.  to  Albany  st.,  petition  a  32 
Spring-park  avenue- 
Petition  that  name  be  changed  c  58 
Spurr,  Foster  M. — 

Appointed  first  assistant  city  messenger  a  196,  c  198 
Spurr,  0.  H.— 

Norfolk  av.,   corner  Milton  av.    (ward  24),  stable,  petition 
a  623 ;  permit  645 
Squire,  George  W. — 

100  Blackstone  St.,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice 
a  590;  hearing  623;  permit  645 
St.  Botolph  street — 

Sewer :  petition  a  247 

Grading,  etc. :  petition  a  733;  order  passed  837 
St.  Charles  street — 

Stone  wall :  petition  a  178 

New  houses  :  remonstrance  a  193 
St.  James  avenue — 

Sewer :  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 
St.  Joachim  Bazaar— 

329  Washington  st.,  electric  lights,  permit  a  862 
St.  John's  Church — 

1262  Tremont  st.,  lampposts,  petition  a  690;   order  passed 
775 
Stables — 

South  city  stables  :  repairs,  order  passed  a  518,  c  521 

Place  oft'  Market  st.,  near  Washington  st.  (ward  25)  a  667, 
679 

Ashland  St.,  near  Florence  st.  (ward  23)  a  229,  255 

Abbott  st.  (ward  24)  a  352,  375 

Albany  st.,  rear  No.  834  (ward  20)  a  390,  487 

Alford  st.  (ward  4)  a  422,  487 

Border  St.  (ward  1)  a  89,  121 

Near  Lexington  st.  (E.B.)  a  549,  592 
Near  No.  297  (ward  1)  a  568,  668 

Beacham  st.  (ward  4)  No.  19  a  100,  211 

Baker  St.,  near  Weld  st.  a  193,  211 

Bunker  Hill  st.,  Nos.  101  and  103  (ward  3)  a  229,  340 
Corner  Sullivan  st.  (ward  4)  a  483,  518 

Bremen  st.,  near  Brooks  st.  (ward  2)  a  309,  358 

Blue  Hill  av.,  No.  24  a  468,  487 

Boston  st.,  near  Pond  st.  (ward  24)  a  549,  572 

Beacon  st.,  No.  336  a  568,  587 

Near  Brookliue  av.  (ward  22)  a  309,  426 

Baldwin  st.,  corner  Granite  st.  (ward  13)  a  568,  587 

Boston  St.,  near  Hamlet  st.  a  608,  629,  763,  916 

Byron  st.  a  608,  629 
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Washington   at.,  No.  2070,  petition  and  order  notice  a  83; 

hearing  115;  permit  130 
Washington  st.,  No.  12S1,  petition  and  order  notice  a  179; 

hearing  229 ;  permit.  254 
Williams  ct.,  No.  7,  petition  and  order  notice  a  195;  hearing 

247 ;  permit  277 
Washington  St.,  No  786,  petition  a  195 ;  permit  210 

Petition  and  order  notice  a  230 ;  hearing  289 ;  permit  313 
Petition  a  247 ;  permit  277 
Williams  market,  corner  Washington  and  Dover  sts.,  cellar 

of  stalls  7,  9,  and  11,  steam-boiler,  petition  a  474 
Water  St.,  No.  63,  petition  and  order  notice  a  623;  hearing 
667;  permit  681 
Stearns  &  George- 
Atlantic  av.  and  Oliver  St.,  telegraph  poles,  petition  a  193 
Poles  on  Congress  st.,  and  A  st.,  transfer  of  grants  to  Ameri- 
can Bell  Telephone  Co.  a  449,  471,  485 
Stebbins,  George  F. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Stebbins,  John  &  Co.— 

Corner  Granite  and  Baldwin  sts.  (ward  13),  stable,  petition 
a  568 ;  permit  587 
Stetson,  John — 

Globe  theatre,  license  renewed  a  573 
Stevens,  Mrs.  Annie  R. — 

Buckingham   st.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  89;  leave  to 
withdraw  a  235,  c  238 
Stevens,  Hazard  et  al. — 

Eldon  st.,  grading,  etc.,  petition  a  100 
Stevens,  John  A.— 

Windsor  theatre,  license  granted  a  573 
Stevenson,  Peter  et  al. — 

Walnut  av.,  sewer,  remonstrance  a  2U9 
Stewart,  James  P. — 

Appointed  weigher  of  coal  a  89 
Stickney,  W.  W.— 

Glcndale  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  568 
Stiles,  John  C. — 

Charles  st.,  coaches  to  B.  &  A.  station,  petition  a  667 
Stillberger,  Henrietta- 
Gilbert  St.,  extension  to  Centre  St.,  $4300  damages,  order 
passed  a  645 
Stillman  street — 

Claims :  personal  injuries  a  82,  c  545,  a  556 
Stinson,  Benjamin  H. — 

Balance  due  on  bill  for  painting  steamer  "  Henry  Morrison," 
petition  c  58,  a  68 
Stockman,  Frances  L. — 

2463  Washington  St.,  sidewalk  abatement,  petition  a  468 
Stoekwell,  Stephen  N.  et  al. — 

Parker-Hill  av.,  macadamizing,  petition  a  51 
Stokes,  Warren  J. — ■ 

Appointed  officer  to  make  complaint  in  cases  of  violation  of 

ordinances  a  100,  677 
Appointed  truant  officer  a  100 
Enfield  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  412 

Stable,  petition  a  449;  permit  572 
Appointed  constable  a  100,  589,  630 
Stone,  Frank  P. — 

Webster  Garden  (ward  24),  entertainments,  petition  a  289; 
license  340 
Stone,  Jasper — 

Walnut  and  Bunker  Hill  st.,  stable,  leave  to   withdraw  a  721 
Stone,  Jonathan- 
Woodward    defalcation,    remonstrance    against     exempting 
treasurer  and  bondsmen  a  517 
Stone,  Jonathan  et  al. — 

Princeton  st.  (Charlestown) ,  change  of  name,  remonstrance  c  87 
Stone,  Kendall  H. — 

42 Miller  st.  (ward  5),  stable,  petition  a  178;  permit  197 
Stony  brook — 

Joint  special  committee  c  5,  a  12,  c  27,  a  30 

Petition  for  right  of  way  over  Stony  brook  at  Vernon  St., 

a  178;  report,  order  passed  a  376,  e  380 
Sewer  in  Pynchon  St.,  petition  for  damages  a  115;  report, 

leave  to  withdraw  a  356,  359,  c  364 
Strip  of  land,  conveyance  to  Patrick  Meehan  e  674,  a  678 
Closing  channel  in   lands  of  Hannah  Dudley  et   al.,    order 
parsed    a    808;   referred  c  817;  reconsideration,    order 
passed  c  846 
Credit  of  receipts  to  appropriation,  order  passed  a  890,  c  895 
Stoughton  st.  (Dorchester) — 

Macadamizing,  etc.,  petition  a 89 

Sprinkling:    between  old  Roxbury  line  and  Pleasant  st., 

petition  a  229 
Grading,  etc.,  petition  a  229;  order  passed  254 
Stowell,  J.  B.,  jr.  et  al.— 

Clifford  St.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  334;  order  passed  376 
Street  commissioners  [see  also  alphabetical  headings] — 

Change  of  duplicate  names  of  streets,  remonstrance  referred 

a  12 
Warren  av.  (ward  17) ,  change  of  name,  remonstrance  referred 

a  12 
Appealed  tax  cases,  communication   of    assessors  referred 

a  178,  c  183;  report,  order  passed  a  210,  c  217 
Report  and  ordinance  in  relation  to  deeds  referred  a  342 


Strceter,  Joseph  H.  et  al. — 

Roxbury  St.,  sprinkling,  petition  a  209 
Streets  [see  also  alphabetical  headings] — 
Joint  standing  committee  a  12,  178,  c  27 
Standing  committee  of  board  of  aldermen  12, 178 
Paving,  standing  committee  of  board  of  aldermen  12,  178;  of 

council  27 
Alley  between  Union  park  and  Waltham  St.,  lamps,  petition 

a  12 
Changes  of  duplicate  names,  remonstrance  referred    a    12; 
order  to  refer  street  commissioners'  report  of  1880  to 
committee  on  ordinances  referred  to  committee  on  streets 
of  board  of  aldermen  a  22;  report  inexpedient,  accepted 
a  104 
Street  leading  from  Ashmont  St.,  edgestones,  petition  a  32 
Pa6sage-way  between  Holyoke  and  Canton  sts.,  sewer,  report 

of  cost  referred  a  33 
Superintendent  authorized  to  erect  fences  in  front  of  vacant 
lots,  remove  structures,  etc.,  on  sidewalks,  number  streets, 
etc.,  set  edgestones,  pave  sidewalks,  etc.,  lay  crosswalks, 
pave  gutters,  grant  permits  to  open  streets,  contract  for 
horses,  supplies,  etc.  a-35 
Schedules  of  cost  of  laying  edgestones  and  sidewalks,  etc. 

a  35,  56,  71,  83,  94, 142,  519,  558,  574,  679,  837 
Charles  Harris  nominated    and    elected    superintendent    of 

streets  a  70,  c  74 
Paving,  additional  appropriation,  request  referred  a  121 ;  re- 
port, order  passed  a  133,  c  144 
Watering  streets,  new  system,  order  referred  c  131,  a  132; 

report  inexpedient  a  230,  c  238 
Passage-way  from  City  sq.,  personal  injuries  a  132,  356,  c  364 
l'etition  for  leave  to  run  steam  motor  in  city  streets  a  132 ;  per- 
mit 591 
Sundry  sidewalk  and  edgestone  assessments,  order  to  abate 

and  reassess  a  142 
Sprinkling :  certain  streets,   Malachi  Clark,  petition  a  159 ; 
report  180 
Daniel  Clark,  petition  a  159 ;  report  180 
Streets  in  ward  24,  Thomas  White,  petition  a  32 
Streets  in  Dorchester,  Patrick  Hart,  petition  a  82;  report 

180 
Streets  in  Roxbury,  A.  B.  Yetter  8c  Co.,  petition  a  89; 
permit  295 
Cook  &  Handy,  petition  a  159;  permit  295 
Streets  in  East  Boston,  D'Arey  &  Atwood,  petition  a  100 

report  180 
Streets  in  South  Boston, Philip  Sowden,  jr.,  petition  a  115 

report  180 
Streets  in  Charlestown,  R.  W.  Gordon,  petition  a  115 
permit  276 
William  H.  Quigley,  petition  a  115 ;  permit  276 
P.  J.  Calnan,  petition  a  159;  permit  276 
Streets  in  city,  Smith  &  Stevens,  petition  al!5 ;  report  180 
M.  E.  Stanton,  petition  a  115 ;  report  180 
Adoniram  Curtis,  petition  a  132;  report  180 
John  Gormley ,  petition  a  159 ;  report  180 
Alvin  J.  Tuttle,  petition  a  159 ;  report  180 
L.  C.  Moseley  &  Calvin  C.  Tuttle,  executors,  petition 

a  159;  report  180 
Orsamus  Nute,  petition  a  159 ;  report  180 
Annual  report  of  superintendent  c  207 

Steam  pipes  under  city  streets,  petition  a  229;  leave  to  with- 
draw 341 
Passage-way  south  of    Williams  market,  corner  Dover  and 

Washington  sts.,  lamp,  petition  a  273;  report  S90 
Showboards,  etc.,  ordinance  referred  a  316;  report  c  546, 

a  556 
Alleged  infringement  of  patent  method  of  laying  pavements 

a  295 
Pay  of  injured  employe,  petition  c  303;  leave  to  withdraw 

536 
Nuisance  on  vacant  land  between   Fifth  and   Seventh  sts. 

(S.B.),c307,  349,  a  352 
Curved  tracks  in  certain  streets,  petition  of  Met.  R.R.  Co., 
a  404;  report   and  order  for  hearing  426;    hearing  483; 
order  passed  6S0 
Asphalt  pavement,  cruelty  to  animals,   remonstrances,  etc., 

referred  a  489 
Horse-cars   on  the  circuit,  resolve   and  order    offered  a  558; 

amendments  and  reference  a  569 
Assistants  to  superintendent,  order  passed  to  report  names 

a  575 ;  report  a  590 
Street  railways,  reduction  of  fare,  petition  a  5S0,  589;  request 

for  reports  7S3 ;  report  SS7 
Relocation  of  pipe   near   public  library,  Brighton,  petition 

a  589 
Telegraph  poles  in  certain   streets,  principally  in  ward  22, 

petition  a  593 
Passage-way  from  91  Chambers  st.  to  Leverett  st.,  lamps, 

petition  a  593 ;  report  S90 
Penalty  for  extinguishing  street  lights,  ordinance  referred 

c  672 ;  report  c  S34 ;  ordinance  passed  c  S47 ,  a  S55 
Nomenclature  of  streets,  committee  directed  to  provide  docu- 
ment a  701,  c  703;  report,  order  passed  c  S01 
Appropriation,  order  referred  c  801 ;  report,  order  passed 
a  807,  c  818 
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Passage-way  between  Commonwealth  av.  and  Newbury  St., 

lamps,  petition  a  652 ;  report  890 
Unnamed   st.,   near    Stark   st.     (ward  4),   wooden  building, 
erection,  petition  a  667;    report  and  order  a  862,  c  805, 
fill,  a  912 
Place  off  Market  st.,  near  Washington  st.  (ward  25),  stable, 
petition  a  067;  permit  679;  wooden  addition  to  building, 
petition  a  667;  report  and  order  a  862,  c  865,  911,  a  912 
Movement  of  wooden  building    from  Washington  st.  (ward 

25),  petition  a  0G7  ;  permit  701 
Passage-way   rear    Commonwealth    av.  and    Marlboro'    St., 

lamps,  petition  a  077;  report  890 
Passage-way  rear    350-372    Columbus    av.,   lamps,   petition 

a  709;  report  915 
Passage-way  from  Dartmouth  to  Exeter  sts.,  lamps,  petition 

a  703 
Electric  lights  :  petitions  for  lighting  streets  a  803,  836;  orders 
passed  802,  887 
N.K.  Weston  Electric  Light  Co.,  petition  a  881;  referred 
to  next  board  of  aldermen  887 
Passage-way  between  Columbus  av.,  Worcester,  and  Spring- 
field sts.,  electric  lights,  petition  a  881;  report  915 
Strong,  Edward  et  al. — 

Playground,   opposite  West  Roxbury     post-office,  petition 
a  273 
Stultz,  J.  V.N.  et  al.— 

Warren  st.,  from  Dunreath  place  to  Copeland  st.,  sidewalks, 
petition  a  052;  order  passed  701 
Sturgis,  James  — 

Huntington  av  ,  opposite  Trinity  church,  crossing,  petition 
a  783 ;  report  837 
Sturgis,  Ru6sell,  3d — 

190  Marlborough  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  830 ;  order  passed  804 
Sturtevant,  Richard  H. — 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  stalls  38  and  40  and  cellar  No. 
7  a  2.34 
Sturtevant,  William  L.  el  al. — 

Border  St.,  paving,  petition  a  104 
Falcon  St.,  grading,  petition  a  422 ;  order  passed  617 
Sudbury  street — 

Petroleum  :  at  No.  42,  a  180 

Steam-boiler :  Nos.  90  and  98,  petition  a  881;  permit  916 
Suffolk  Brewery  Co. — 

East  Eighth  st.,  near  G  st.  (S.B  ),  temporary  occupation  of, 
permit  a  24 
Suffolk  county — see  County  of  Suffolk 
Sullivan,  Ann — 

Ferry   boat,  personal  injuries,  petition  c  170;  report  c  329, 
a  335,  517,  c  521 
Sullivan,  Barry — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  030 

630-032  East  Fourth  st.  (S.B.),  sidewalk,  petition  a  008 
Sullivan,  Barry  et  al. — 

Bolton  st.,  petition  to  put  in  order  a  404;  order  passed  558 
Sullivan,  Cornelius — 

Chelsea-st.  bridge,  appointment  of  superintendent,  petition 
a  82 
Sullivan,  Daniel  P. — 

Appointed  assistant  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  a  115 
Sullivan,  Denis  A. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Sullivan,  John — 

Kcndrick  st.,  widening,  petition  for  pay  a  783 
Sullivan,  John  J. — 

Release  from  county  jail  a  010 
Sullivan,  Patrick  F.— 

Broadway,  extension  from  Albany  to  Washington  sts.,  $185 
damages,  order  passed  a  010 
Sullivan,  Roger — 

Nominated  and  elected   weigher  and  inspector  of  lighters 
a  180,  e 182 
Sullivan,  Simon — 

Bolton  st.,  grade  damages,  petition  a  309 ;  order  passed  917 
Sullivan,  Timothy  et  al. — 

Causeway  and  Merrimac  sts.,  electric  lights,  petition  a  912 
Sullivan,  William — 

Appointed  constable  a  652 

Appointed  officer  to  make  complaint  in  cases  of  violation  of 
ordinances  a  077 
Sullivan,  William  J. — 

310  Bolton  st ,  $300  grade  damages ;  order  passed  a  341 
Sullivan  square — 

Sprinkling:  petition  a  229 
Primary  r-cliool-house :  request  a  855 
Sumner,  Charier-  1. — 

Linden  st.,  sewer  abatement  a  473 
Sumner,  John  II.  and  George  L.  Burt  — 

Blue   Hill  av.,   River  and   Norfolk  sts.,   edgestones :   order 
passed  a  276 
Summer  street  — 

Underground  shafting :  from  250  Purchase  6t.,  petition  a  783; 

order  pasted  807 
Underground   telegraph   and  telephone  wires :  permit  from 
Washington  to  High  st.  a  888,  913 
Summer  street  (ward  in- 
stable :  near  Spring  st.  a  12,  34 


Sumner  street  (E.B.) — 

Trees  :  drive-way  of  Boston  Sugar  Refinery,  removal,  permit 

a  142 
Block  drive-way :  Nos.  73-79,  petition  a  209 
Wooden  buildings  :  rear  Nos.  115-127,  erection,  petition  a  309 ; 
permit  a  395,  c  397 
No.  89,  petition  a  309 ;  permit  a  395,  c  397 
No.  73-79,  addition,  permit  a  890,  c  895 
Lamps  :  petition  a  229 
Steam-engine :  No.   73-79,  petition  and  order  notice  a  659 ; 

hearing  GOO ;  permit  721 
Stable  :  rear  No.  74,  leave  to  withdraw  a  721 
Summer  vacation — 

Common  council  445,  477,  543,  576 
Board  of  aldermen  456 
Sunderland  street — 

Sewer :  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 
Supple,  James  F.  — 

Hawthorne  st.,  lamp,  petition  a  763;  report  915 
Survey  and  inspection  of  buildings  —  see  Buildings 
Surveyor,  city,  department  of — 

Joint  standing  committee  a  12,  c  27 

Annual  report  of  city  surveyor  c  19 

Purchase  of  supplies,  etc.,  authorized  a  39,  c  43 

Thomas  W.  Davis  nominated  and  elected  city  surveyor  a  70, 

c74 
City  surveyor    to  define  and  perambulate  boundary  lines 
a  255 
Swan,  James  E,  et  al. — 

Arcadia  st.,  sewer,  petition  a  289;  report  and  order  notice 
314;  hearing  334;  order  passed  376 
Swan,  Reuben  S.,  councilman  (ward  24) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on  treasury  department  27;  commis- 
sions 301 
Remarks : 

Elevated  railroads  and  rapid  transit  77 
Appropriation  bill  189 
Pay  of  laborers  265 
Prince  school-house  yard  287 
Old  state  house  348 
Salaries  of  city  officers  524,  603,  756 
Extension  of  D  street  687 
Swan,  Robert  T. — 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Sweat,  J.  S.  G.  &  Chase— 

5  Haymarket  sq  ,  melting  furnaces,   petition  a  289 ;  permit 
313 
Sweeney,  Christopher  F. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Sweeney,  Daniel  J.,  councilman  (ward  2)  — 

Notice  of  decease  a  2 
Sweeney,  Mrs.  Ellen — 

Pay  due  deceased  husband,  order  passed  a  373,  c  380 
Swett,  Jeremiah  M. — 

Appointed  officer  make  complaint  in  case  of  violation  of 

ordinances  a  100,  677 
Appointed  truant  officer  a  106 
Appointed  constable  a  100,  589,  630 
Swett  street  (ward  20)— 

Stable:  petition  a  51;  permit  70 

Petition  a  709 ;  permit  745 
Sprinkling :  from  Gerard  st.  to  Ellery  st. :  order  passed  a  212 
Plank  sidewalk :  between  Magazine  and  Hilton  sts.,  petition 

a  334 
Bridge  :  repairs  a  558 

Wooden  building :  erection,  petition  a  709 ;  report  and  order 
a  862,  c  865,911,  a  912 
Swift,  Henry  W.  — 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Resignation  from  school  committee  a  782 
Swift,  William  H.— 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630,  662 
Sycamore  street — 

Grading,  etc.,  petition  a  229;  order  passed  426 

Tabb,  Edmund- 
Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 

Taft,  Robert  Jacob— 

King  st.,  widening,  $20  damages;  order  passed  a  231 

Taggard,  C.  H.— 

Putnam  st.  (E.B.),  sewer,  petition  a  334;  report  and  order 

notice  350;  hearing  309;  order  passed  412 
Corner   Putnam   and   White  sts.,    edgestones,     sidewalks, 
petition  a  508,  order  passed  591 

Tagin,  Henry — 

10  K  st.  (ward  14),  stable,  petition  a  178;  permit  275 

Talhot,  I.  T.— 

Stoughton  st.,  grading,  etc,  petition  a  229 

Talbot,  Newton- 
Nominated  and  elected  commissioner  of  sinking  funds  a  254, 
e  257,  278 

Tappan,  Lewis  W.  jr. — 

13  Linwood  sq.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  369;  order  passed  395 

Taxes — 

Tax  levy  —  see  Accounts,  auditor's  estimates 
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Tax  title  released  a  121,  c  122 

Order  to  report  ordinance  providing  for  sale  of  real   estate 

n  211,  c  217;  report  c  545;  ordinance  passed  e  597 
Francis  Thompson,  release  of  condition  in  agreement  c  227, 

a '.29 
Temporary  loan  :  order  passed  a  411,  c  415 
Assessors'  department — 

Joint  standing  committee  a  12,  c  27 

First  assistant  assessors,  ordinance  referred  c  50,  a  52 

Topic  in  mayor's  address  referred  c  80,  a  S2 

Edward  F.  Robinson  and  Joshua  S.  Duncklec  nominated 

and  elected  assessors  of  taxes  a  70,  c  74 
Additional  appropriation,  request  referred  a  94;  ruled 
out  of  order,  subject  assigned  c  96;  corrected  request 
referred  a  100;  report,  order  passed  a  120,  c  122 
First    assistant    assessors    nominated    c  96,  110,  a  115; 

elected  c  111,  a  116,  c  126,  a  132,  c  144,  a  160 
Second  assistant  assessors  nominated  c  144,  a  179;  elected 

c  172,  a  179,  e  1S2,  a  195,  c 198 
Petitions    for    and   remonstrances     against    election   of 

Gideon  Walker  a  115,  c  126 
Appealed  tax  cases,  communication  of  assessors  referred 

a  178,  c  183;  report,  order  passed  a  210,  c217 
U6e  of  council  chamber  244 
Remission  of  taxes— 

Corner  of  High  and  School   sts.    (Charlestowu),    Francis 
Sager  a  229,  230,  c  238,  259 
Refunding  taxes — 

Louis  B.  Sehwarz,  petition  a  247 

Patrick  I).  Murphy,  petition  a  404;  leave  to   withdraw 
a  745, c  748 
Collector's  department — 

Annual  report  of   city  and    county   collector,   referred 

c  328,  a  335 ;  report  a  427,  c  435 
Thomas  Sherwin  nominated  and  elected  city  collector 

c  343,  a  352 
Transfer  of  appropriations  c  800,  846,  a  855 
Taylor,  D.  D.— 

Nominated  and  elected  second  assistant  assessor  c  144,  172, 
a  179 
Taylor,  Henry  M.  — 

1-7  Hanover  St.,  electric  light,  petition  a  733;  permit  775 
Taylor,  .lames,  heirs  of — 

171  Tudor  St.,  sidewalk  abatement,  petition  a  483 
Taylor,  J.  F.  et  al.— 

Washington  St.,  from  Lake  to  Oakland  sts.,  sidewalk,  petition 
a  334 
Taylor  street — 

Claims :  personal  injuries  a  100 
Teachers  of  the  Sherwin  school  — 

Sherwin  school,  Bidewalk,  petition  a  623 
Teevan,  James  et  al. — 

Lenox  St.,  hetween  Shawmut  av.  and  Tremont  St.,  grading, 
paving,  petition  a  51 
Teevan,  James,  councilman  (ward  19) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed :  committee  on  streets  27 
Remarks  : 

Pay  of  laborers  264,  284 
Pay  of  regular  reporters  268 
Telegraph — see  Telephone  wires 
Telephone  wires,  etc. — see  also  streets  by  alphabetic  heads 

' '  Dead  "  wire6,  notice  from  police  commissioners  referred  a  20 
Fire  and  police  telegraph  wires,  expediency  of  placing  under 

ground  referred  c  50,  a  53 
Line  to  Austin  farm  a  93, 142 
Underground  wires,  petition  of  W.  R.  Clark  et  al.  a  449; 

report,  order  passed  a  8S8;  veto,  order  passed  a  913 
Fire  commissioners  requested  to  consider  and  report  a  842 
Locations  on  hridges,  conforming  to  conditions;  order  passed 

a  517 
Chelsea  bridge,  petition  of  P.  A.  Dowd,  a  468;  orders  passed 

517,  572 
American  Rapid  Telegraph  Co. — 

Washington,   corner  Williams   St.    (Roxbury),   petition 

a  12 
Roxbury  and  Brighton  districts,  petition  a  593;  order  laid 

on  table  a  722 ;  order  passed  746 
Ruggles  St.,  permit  a  917 
Gold  and  Stock  Telegraph  Co. — 

Brighton  av.,  petition  a  12;  permit  276 
Location  on  Chelsea  bridge;  report  requested  a  359;  re- 
port, further  time  allowed  377  ;  order  passed  517 
Cutting  down  poles,  communication  of  fire  commissioners 
a  912 
American  Bell  Telephone  Co. — 

Endicott  St.,  between  Cross  and  Causeway  sts.,  petition 

a  68;  permit  143 
Beacon  St.,  Brighton  av.,  North  Beacon  and  Market  sts., 

petition  a  68 
Washington  and  River  sts.  (Dorchester),  petition  a  17S; 

order  laid  over  395 ;  order  passed  405 
Streets  in  East  Boston,  petition  a  193;  permit  357 
East  Springfield  and  West  Springfield  sts.,  petition  a334; 

remonstrance  referred  a  395 
Central  sq.  (ward  24),  petition  a  369 


Congress    st.  and  A   St.,   grants   to   Stearns   &  George, 

transfer  a  449,  471,  485 
Cable  houses  on  hridges,  petition  a   422;   order  passed 

517 
Chelsea  "bridge  (Charlestown),  petition  a  511 
Canterbury,  Poplar,  and  Beech  sts.  (W.R.),  petition  a  511; 

permit  617 
Huntington  av.  and  Exeter  st.,  petition  a  549,608;  permit 

(Huntington  av.)  575;   (Exeter  st.)  917 
Harrison  av.,  near  East  Springfield  st.,  petition  a  623; 

permit  679 
Franklin,  Pearl,  and  Congress   sts.,  and  Postoffice  sq., 

etc.,  underground  wires;  petition  a  733 
Poles  on  Beverly,  Gray,  and  Foss  sts.,  petition  a  733;  per- 
mit 775 
Condor  and  Border  sts.  (E.B.),  petition  a  836 
Warren  bridge  and  Marlborough  et.,  petition  a  881 
Board  of  fire  commissioners — 

Arlington  st.  and  Commonwealth  av.,  report  referred 

a  S3 ;  report  and  reference  a  212,  c  217 
Corner  Tremont  st.  and  Shawmut  av.,  petition  a  209 ;  per- 
mit 473 
Mt.  Washington-av.  bridge,  petition  a  289;  order  passed 

377 
State  St.,  permit  a  721 

Canterbury  st.  (W.R.),  petition  a  763;  permit  789 
Mt.  Vernon  st.  (Dorchester) ,  hetween  Dorchester  av.  and 

O.  C.  R.R.,  permit  a  807 
Poles  cut  down,  communication  a  912 
Columbia  st.,  Dorchester,  hetween  Blue  Hill  av.  and  New 

Seaver  St.,  petition  a  404 
North  Harvard  st.  (Brighton),  petition  a  511;  permit  679 
Adams  and  Bowdoin  sts.,  petition  a  593;  permit  645 
Stearns  &  George — 

Atlantic  av.  and  Oliver  St.,  petition  a  193 
Congress-st.  bridge,  transfer  of  grants  a  449,  471 
Mutual  Union  Telegraph  Co. — 

Atlantic  av.,  and  other  streets,  petition  a  468;  permit 

574 
Water  St.,  petition  a  803 
Temple,  Charles  E. — 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  111,  a  116 
Temple,  N.  E.— 

Wyoming  st.  (wTard  21),  stable,  petition  a  511;  permit  557 
Temple  place  — 

Electric  lights :  No.  55,  permit  a  808 
Temple  street  — 

Guy  posts  :  order  passed  a  916 
Temple  street  (ward  24)  — 

Wooden  building:  addition,  near  Sanford  st.,  petition  a  677; 
report  and  order  a  862,  c  865,  911,  a  912 
Temple,  Thomas  F. — 

Elected  commissioner  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery  a  404 
Terrace  avenue  (ward  23)  — 

Lamps :  petition  a  677 ;  report  890 
Terrace  street  (ward  22)  — 

Stahle :  corner  Cedar  st.,  petition  a  623;  permit  658 
Steam-engine:    near  Cedar  St.,  petition  and  order  notice  a 
804;  hearing  881 
Terry,  Henry  B.,  administrator — 

Columbia    st.    (Dorchester),  widening,    near    Hancock  St., 
§375.20  damages,  order  passed  a  630 
Thacher,  Mary  E.  etal.— 

Clifford  St.,  gutters,  petition  a  229;   order  passed  376 
Thanksgiving  day  — 

Holiday,  order  passed  c  758,  a  764 
Payment  of  city  laborers,  order  passed  c  758,  a  764 
Thaxter,  Theodore  — 

Bowdoin  sq.,  lamps,  report  a  890 
Thayer,  Eugene  Van  R. — 

Newbury  St.,  near  Hereford  St.,  stable, petition  a  159;  permit 
197 
Thayer,  George  L.  et  al. — 

Regent  St.,  between  Circuit  and  Dale  sts.,  sewer,  petition 
a  449 ;  report  and  order  for  hearing  4S8 ;  hearing  511 ;  order 
passed  557 
Thayer,  Lucy  M.  — 

Corner  Hanover  and  Battery  sts.,  druggist's  mortar,  permit  a 
669 
Thayer,  William  H. — 

Blue  Hill  av.,  rear  Columhia  st.  (ward  23),  wooden  "building, 
erection,  petition  a  229;  permit  255,  c  257 
Theatres  — 

Inspection,  order  referred  c  S49;  laid  on  table  a  855 
Thermo  and  Electric  Gas  Lighting  Co. — 

Lighting  and  extinguishing  lamps,  petition  a  6S;  proposition 
referred  a  334,  337  ;  report,  order  passed  a  721 
Thetford  avenue  (ward  24) — 

Sewer  :  corner  Evans  st.,  petition  a  60S 
Third  street- 
Stables  :  No.  337,  petition  46S;  permit  592 

Near  L.  St.,  petition  a  639;  leave  to  withdraw  668 
Grading:  hetween  P  and  O  sts.,  petition  a  511 
Sidewalk  and  edgestone  abatement :  petition  a  8S1 
Thomas,  Albert  O.— 

Nominated  and  elected  supt.  Granite  bridge  a  235 


INDEX   TO   PROCEEDINGS    OF   CITY    COUNCIL. 


LXXIII 


Thomas,  J.  B.— 

Granite  St.,  driveway  to  Standard  Sugar  Refinery,  petition 
a  132 ;  permit  170 
Thompson,  Charles  Wood — 

Appointed  deputy  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  a  89 
Thompson,  Francis — 

Release  of  condition  in  agreement  c  227,  a  229 
Thompson,  John  et  al. — 

Webster  St.,  petition  to  allow  coasting  a  89 
Thompson,  Martians  H. — 

802  East  Fifth  St.,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice 
a  195  ;  hearing  247 ;  permit  277 
Thompson,  Ruth  II. — 

Gurney  st.  (ward  22),  stable,  petition  a  32;  permit  56 

Near  Tremont  St.,  wooden  addition  to  building,  petition 

a  68;  permit  a  84,  c  86 
Rear  1419  Tremont  st.   (ward  20),   stable,  petition  a  82; 
permit  90 

671  and  673  Parker  St.,  sidewalk,  order  passed  a  234 

Ward  st.,  near  Parker  St.,  stable,  petition  a  309;  permit  340 
Thompson  square  (Charlestown) — 

Enclosure  and  paving  of  area,  and  lamp-post  in  same,  order 
passed  a  837 
Thorndike,  G.  L.— 

181  Marlborough  St. ,  sidewalk,  petition  a  709 ;  order  passed  746 
Thorndike,  George  L.  et  al. — 

Central  sq.,  paving,  petition  a  209;  order  passed  254 

From  Meridian  Bt.  to  24  Central  sq.  (E.B.),  crosswalk,  report 
a  394 
Thorndike,  James- 
Byron  St.,  near  Pope  st.  (ward  2),  stable,  petition  a  733; 
permit  774 
Thorndike  street — 

Grading,  etc. :  petition  a  733 
Thornley  street — 

Sidewalks  :  petition  a  549 ;  order  passed  574 
Tifaretb,  Israel — 

Burial-place  near  town  of  Dedham,  petition  a  369;  permit  413 
Tighe,  John — 

Claims :  leave  to  withdraw  a  210,  c  217 
Timmins,  Arthur — 

Beacon  st.,  near  Brookline  av.,  stable,  petition  a  309 ;  permit 
426 
Tinkham,  Benjamin  C. — 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Tinkham,  George  H. — 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  of  cellar  No.  6,  report  a  700 
Tinkham,  Holden  C.  B.— 

Holden  Bt.,  lamps,  report  a  890 
Tirrell,  Jesse  et  al. — 

Harvard  av.,  between  Cambridge  st.  and  Brighton  av.,  sewer, 
petition  a  193 ;  report  and  order  notice  210;  hearing  229; 
order  passed  294 
Tobey,  J.  W.— 

Went  Cottage  st.,  corner  Blue  Hill  av..  edgestones,  petition 
a  468 
Tobey,  Zeepha  A. — 

Death  of  boseman  Tobey,  petition    to    fire   commissioners 
c  559— see  Fire  Department 
Tobin,  John  C— 

95  Smith  St.,  edges  tones,  sidewalk,  petition  a  667 
Tobin,  John  C.  et  al. — 

Smith  st.  (ward  22),  edgestones,  sidewalks,  petition  a  280 
Tobin,  Thomas  J.— 

Deceased,  petition  of  widow  for  compensation  c  366;  report 
c  545 
Todd,  Charles  R.  et  al.— 

Washington  st.,  from  Dale  st.  to  Egleston  sq.,  sidewalk,  peti- 
tion a  247 ;  order  passed  376 
Todd,  Joshua  G.  et  al.— 

Harbor  View  St.,  lamps,  petition  a  763 
Toland,  Hugh  J.— 

Appointed  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  a  115 
Tompkins  &  Hill- 
Boston  theatre,  licenses  granted  a  230,  573 
Tompkins  &  Hill  et  al.— 

162  Tremont  St.,  crossing,  petition  a  836 
Toomey,  Timothy- 
Change  av.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  68;  leave  to  withdraw 
a  313, c  322 
Torrey,  Everett— 

INominated  and  elected  director  for  public  institutions  e  150, 
a  159,  c  173 
Tower,  Isaac  H. — 

Highland  st.,  edgestones,  petition  a  639;  order  passed  701 
Towto,  Henry  C— 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Towne,  Charles  If.— 

134   Border    st.    (E.B.)    steam-engine,   petition    and    order 
notice  a  804;  hearing  881 
Townseud  place — 

Lamp  :  petition  a  549;  report  890 
Transit  street  (lioxbury) — 

Laying  out :  damages  a  631,  680,  c  683 
Treasury  department — 

Joint  standing  committee  a  12,  e  27 


Woodward  defalcation,  call  for  information  c  157 

Petition  to  exempt  treasurer  a  488,  c  503;  remonstrance' 
a  517;  indefinite  postponement  c  606 
Alfred  T.   Turner  nominated   city   treasurer   c   286,  a  293; 

nomination  referred  back  with  instructions  e  301 ;  order 

to  refer  indefinitely  postponed  a  310;  Mr.  Turner  elected 

a  311,  c 322 
Annual  report  of  city  and  county  treasurer  referred  c  328, 

a  335 ;  report  a  427,  c  435 
Pay-rolls  to  fourth  July,  order  passed  c  403,  a 405 
Transfer  of  treasury  department,  order  passed  a  427,  c  435 
Paying  city  employes  outside  of  city  hall,  order  passed  a  457; 

amended,  ordinance  passed  c  435  ;  concurrence  a  452 
Treasurer's  bond  referred  a  471 ;  report,  bond  approved  a  474 
Retiriug  treasurer's  final  report  referred  a  517,  c  521;  report 

a  573,  c  577 
Charges  against  city  treasurer,  investigating  committee  c  604, 

a  611 
Decisions   of  city  solicitor   in   hands  of  late   city  treasurer, 

order  passed  a  679,  c  683 
Treasurer  of  sinking  funds — see  Sinking  Funds 
Pay  of  employes  at  Christmas,  order  passed  c  800,  a  803 
Old  bonds,  checks,  etc.,  order  passed  a  809,  e  818 
Transfer  of  appropriation  c  800,  846,  a  855 
Trees — 

In  South  Boston,  petition  referred  c  96;  report  c  442,  a  449 

Order  authorizing  contracts  c  113, 128, 192,  a  195 

30  Gates  St.,  planting,  petition  a  115 

Sumner  St.,  drive-way  of  Boston  Sugar  Refinery,  removal, 

permit  a  142 
King  st.  (ward  24),  petition  to  replace  trees  and  tree-boxes 

a  178 
Orchard  park,  protection  of  trees,  petitions  a  193 
226  Bowcn  St.,  removal,  petition  a  229 ;  report  341 
East  Boston,  petition  c  245  ;  report  c  442,  a  449 
Forest  Hills  St.,  Jamaica  Plain,  removal,  petition  a  289;  report 

376 
4  Park  St.,  removal,  petition  a  289;  report  376 
Lewis  park,  petition  a  289 ;  report  a  452,  c  460 
Centre  St.,  near  Green  st.  (ward  23),  removal,  petition  a  309; 

report  376 
7  Mystic  st.  (Charlestown),  removal,  petition  c  328;  report 

519 
25  Liverpool  st.  (E.B.),  removal,  petition  a  334;  report  376 
116  Eutaw  st.,  removal,  petition  a  404;  report  631 
27  Seaverns  av.,  removal,  petition  a  408;  report  519 
Medford  st.   (Charlestown),  removal,  petition  a  511;  report 

and  order  for  hearing  657,  hearing  569 
567  Warren  st.,  removal,  petition  a  0-i'J 
197  K  st.,  removal,  petition  a  568 

2828  Washington  st.,  removal,  petition  a  623;  report  059 
Bunker  Hill  St.,  between  Elm  and  i'olk  sts.,  removal,  order 

passed  a  631 
1  Kearsarge  av.,  removal,  petition  a  667;  report  701 
21  Seaverns  av.,  removal,  petition  a  067;  report  701 
Common,  near  the  "  coast,"  petition  to  enclose  a  783 
14  Essex  st.  (Charlestown),  removal,  report  a  809 
Dillaway  school-house  yard,  removal,  request  a  623;  report 

c  848, a  855 
Tremont  place — 

Lamps  ;  report  a  890 
Tremont  row — 

Electric  lights :  No.  12,  permit  a  837 
Tremont  street — 

Claims :  personal  injuries,  a  12,  c  16,  a  83,  c  86,  a  100,  178, 

247,  472,  c  575 
Sewers  :  west  of  Phillips  St.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 

Tremont  and  Downer  Bts.,  report  of  cost  referred  a  33 

Corner  Downer  st.,  petition  a  193;  report  and  order 
notice  210 ;  bearing  229 

Abatement  a  700 
Post  and  druggist's  mortar  :  at  No.  257,  petition  a  68 
Steam-engines :  at  No.  474,  petition  and  order  notice  a  160; 
hearing  209 ;  permit  231 

No.  418,  hearing  a  449 ;  permit  557 

No.  160,  petition  and  order  notice  a  710;  hearing  783; 
permit  809 
Electric  lights  :  Nos.  245-247,  petition  a  483;  permit  518 

Corner  Boylston  st.,  petition  a  490;  leave  to  withdraw  557 

Corner  Camden  St.,  petition  a  589;  permit  591 

No.  55,  petition  a  803;  permit  837 

No.  90  and  92,  permit  a  862 
Edgestones  :  No.  1445,  petition  a  690 
Lamp-posts  :  No.  1262,  petition  a  690;  order  passed  775 
Stable  :  rear  No.  49,  petition  a  178;  permit  197 
Fire-alarm  pole  :  corner  Shawmut  av.,  petition  a  209;  permit 

473 
Sidewalk  :  Nos.  420^424,  petition  a  209 ;  order  passed  234 
Sprinkling:   from   Brookline  av.   to  Heath-st.    bank,   order 

passed  a  212 
Curved  tracks:  M.  R.R.   stable,   petition  a  289;  report  and 

order  notice  314;  bearing 
Lanterns  :  No.  489,  permit  a  294 

No.  208,  petition  a  733;  permit  775 
Crosswalks :  at  Culvert  and  Ruggles  sts.,  petition  a  334 

A  t  Chandler  and  West  Castle  sts.,  petition  a  352 ;  report  617 
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No  162,  petition  a  836 
Wooden   building:   erection  rear  No.  1104,  petition  c  343; 

permit  a  390,  c  397 
Underground   telegraph  and  telephone  wires;  permit  from 

Boylston  to  Parker  st.  a  88S,  913 
Lamp  :  No.  204,  leave  to  withdraw  a  915 
Tremont  Temple  Association — 

Memorial  services  in  honor  of  President  Garfield,  resolution 

of  llianks  a  0S0,  o  683 
Trott,  Andrew  C.  heirs  of— 

Harrison  av.,  extension  to  Bedford  St.,  $1410  damages,  order 

passed  a  030 
Tubbs,  J.  O.— 

Corner  Union   and  Winship   sts.  (ward  25),   stable,  permit 

a  700 
Tuck,  Julia  A. — 

25  Liverpool  St.  (E.TB.),  removal  of  tree,  petition  a  334;  report 

376 
Tucker,  Isaac  N.  et  al. — 

Franklin  st.  (ward  25),  sewer,  petition  a  334 
Tucker,  James  C. — 

Nominated  and  elected  superintendent  of  public  buildings 

a  70,  c  71 
High  st.    (Dorchester),   sewer,  petition  a  115;   report  and 

order  notice  170 ;  hearing  178 ;  order  passed  210 
Oak  so..  (Brighton),  sidewalk,  petition  a  352;  order  passed  376 
Tucker,  Joseph  Augustus,  alderman — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Elected  :  committee  on  accounts  2;  chairman  14 
Appointed  :  committee  on  county  accounts  12 ;  lamps  12 ; 

paving  12 ;  city  registrar's  department  12 ;  claims  12 ; 

fuel  12;  legislative  matters  12;  ordinances  12;  public  in- 
struction 12;  public  library  12;  water  12;  Franklin  fund 

15;  fourth  of  July  274;  salary  conference  611;  eulogy  on 

President  Garfield  621 
Elected:  trustee  of  city  hospital  a  34,  c  44;  resignation  337; 

refused  359;  reelected  c  637,  a  643 
Remarks : 

Joint  rules  and  orders  2 

Care    of  sidewalks   in  front  of  public    buildings    and 
grounds  13,  32 

Coasting  on  common  30,  35 

Contested  election  case  71 

Coramercial-st.  extension  85 

School  expenses  92 

Petition  of  John  Reardon  119 

Petition  of  Benjamin  F.  Anthony  160 

Destruction  of  sugar  baskets  274 

Corliss  pumping-engiue  controversy  296,  320 

Old  state  house  423,  454 

Salaries  of  city  officers  430,  491,  499,  582 

Pay  of  ferry  employes  450,  840 

Extension  bf  Harrison  avenue  458 

Auditor's  bond  471 

Liverpool-street  tracks  485 

Clerk -hire  of  auditor  of  accounts  512 

Impurity  of  water  supply  550 

Pay  of  laborers  543,  616 

Sprinkling  streets  in  South  Boston  485 

Pay  for  fowls  killed  by  dogs  591 

Charges  against  city  treasurer  611 

City  solicitor  679,  695 

Limiting  municipal  expenditures  700 

Public  parks  717 

Evening  high  school  738 

Dillaway  school  745 

Additional  water  supply,  $55,000  balance  781 

Muddy-river  improvement  811 

Underground  electric  wires  842,  889,  913 

Proposed  sewer  commission  801 

Brush  electric  light  8S0 

Closing  proceedings  918 
Tucker,  John  C.  heirs  of — 

Leverett  St.,  sewer  abatement,  order  passed  a  889 
Tudor  Company — 

Charlestown  av.,  Tudor  wharf,  stable,  petition  a  159;  per 

mit  180 
Tudor  street — 

Sidewalk:  at  No.  137,  abatement  a  197 

No.  171,  abatement,  petition  a  483 
Shaft :  petition  a  623,  652 

Edgestoncs,  sidewalks  :  corner  C  St.,  petition  a  652 
Tudor  wharf  (ward  5)  — 

Wooden  building:  petition  a  273;  permit  a  314,  c  322 
Tufts,  Arthur  W.  &  Nathan- 
Tufts  wharf  (ward  4),  wooden  addition  to  building,  report 

c  561,  578;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
Tufts,  A.  W.— 

513  Main  st.  (ward  4),  wooden  addition  to  building,  petition 

c  460 ;  report  e  501,  578 ;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
Tufts,  Eleanor  V.— 

Tremont  st.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  247;  leave  to  with- 
draw a  472,  c  475 
Tufts,  J.  W.  &  Co.- 

Corncr  Hanover  and  Washington  sts.,  druggist's  mortar,  peti- 
tion a  352 ;  permit  376 


Tufts,  Nathan- 
Lawrence  st.  (Charlestown),  sidewalk,  petition  a  549;  order 
passed  574 
Tufts  wharf  (ward  4)— 

Wooden  addition  to  building,  report  c  561,  578;  order  ruled 
out  c  598 
Tnlly,  Mary- 

20  Dove  St.,  edgestone  abatement,  petition  a  209 

Dove  St.,  sidewalk  abatement,  petition  a  229 
Turnbull,  Thomas  E. — 

Roekview  st.,  near  Enfield  st.  (ward  23),  stable,  petition  a 
568 ;  permit  592 
Turner,  Alfred  T.— 

Chosen  clerk  of  finance  committee  a  33 

Nominated  city  treasurer  e  286,  a  293,  c  301,  a  310;  elected  a 
311,  c  322 

Chosen  treasurer  of  sinking  funds  a  557 

Investigation  of  charges — see  Treasury  department 
Turner,  C.  E. — 

Appointed  officer  to  make  complaint  in  cases  of  violation  of 
ordinances  a  100,  677 

Appointed  truant  officer  a  100 

Appointed  constable  a  100,  589,  630 
Turner,  G.  W.  &  Ross- 
Permits  to  test  fire-arms  a  721,  889 
Turner,  John — 

525  Dorchester  av.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  652 

Medford  st.  (ward  4),  stable,  petition  a  881;  permit  916 
Turner,  Mary  J. — 

Bowdoin  st.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  132,  leave  to  with- 
draw a  210,  c  217 ;  reconsideration  c  243 ;  report  c  329, 
a  335 
Turner,  T.  Larkin — 

Charlestown  tunnel,  memorial  referred  a  568;  report  a  774; 
communication  a  856,  894 
Tuttle,  Adelaide  S.— 

246  Newbury  St.,  edgestone  assessment  a  S3 
Tuttle,  Alvin  J.— 

Sprinkling  city  streets,  petition  a  159 ;  report  180 
Tuttle,  H.  H.— 

435  Washington  St.,  electric  lights,  permit  a  837 
Tuttle,  Samuel  L.— 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  115 
Tuxbury,  George  W.,  executor,  trustee,  mortgagee — 

East  Chester  park,  extension  to  Five  Corners  in  Dorchester, 
$2357.20  damages  a  71 
Twiss,  Isaac — 

Tremont  st.,  corner  Indiana  place,  damages,  petition  a  12, 
c  16 ;  leave  to  withdraw  a  83,  c  86 
Tyler  street — 

Grade  established,  near  Curve  st.  a  376,  519 
Tyler,  William  G.— 

Appointed  constable  a  5S9,  630 
Tyner,  William — 

848  East  Fifth  st.,   sidewalk,    petition  a  247;  order  passed 
276 

Ufford,  S.  N.  et  al— 

Corner  Thetford  av.  and  Evans  st.  (ward  24),  sewer,  petition 
a  60S 
Ulmer  street — 

Heath  place,  change  of  name  a  764 
Undertakers — 

William  A.  Niles  a  89 
Cornelius  F.  Dohcrty  a  132 
Nicholas  M.  Williams  a  568 
Underwood,  Melvin  A. — 

Appointed  constable  a  5S9,  630 
Unfinished  business- 
Standing  committees  directed  to  resume  c  5,  a  14, 15 
Referred  to  next  city  government : 
Ice-breakiug  fire-boat  a  811,  c  817 
Extension  of  Chapman  place  a  S90 
Salaries,  ordinance  to  amend  a  893,  c  S96 
Brighton  park  a  893,  c  896 

Site  for  new  public  library  building  a  S.89,  c  895 
Ordinance  iu  relation  to  finance  (sinking  fund  commis- 
sioners) c  899,  a  912 
Investigation  of  police  commissioners  c  S99,  a  912 
Curve-st.  widening  c  90S,  a  912 
Greenhouses,  order  to  hire  c  908,  a  912 
Registration  of  births  c  909,  a  912 
Extension  of  Stamford  st.  c  910,  a  912 
Unfinished    business    in  hands  of  joint    standing    com- 
mittees c  911 
Supplementary  reading  in  public  schools  c  911,  a  912 
Time  of  paying  laborers  a  861,  c  911 
Report  on  commissions  a  S5S,  c  911 
Proposed  sewerage  commission  a  S60,  c  911 
Referred  to  next  Board  of  Aldermen : 

Underground  electric  wires,  fire  commissioners  to  report 

a  842 
Method  of  counting  ballots  a  S94 
Petition  of  N.  E.  Weston  Electric  Light  Co.  a  SS7 
Unfinished  business  in  hands  of  committees  of  board  of 
aldermen  a  915 
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//./,  rrt  d  to  committees: 

lollaway    school    district,    now    grammar  school-house, 

B  SsT,  c  895 
Amusement  licenses,  ordinance  c  896 
Kxtra  high-service  water  supply  c  896 
Acceptance  of  chapter  179  acts  1881  c  898 
Quincy-st.  and  Howard  av.  school  sites  a  913 
Older  to  cleanfie  water  Btorage  basins  c  900 
Widening  and  axtension  of  Albany  st.  c  910 
Steam  fire-engine  in  ward  4  c  910 
Liquor  licenses,  order  to  petition  c  911 
Union  Athletic  Club — 

Game  of  Lacrosse,  fourth  July ;  vote  of  thanks  a  456,  c  460 
Union  av.  (Jamaica  Plain)  — 

Edgestoncs  :  abatement  a  115  ;  order  passed  142 
No.  13,  abatement,  petition  a  474 
ade  damages  :  petition  a  247 ;  order  passed  837 
ig  Co. — 
Lenox  St.,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice  a  89; 
hearing  132;  permit  160 
Union  Freight  Itailroad  Co. — 

First  and  Granite  sis.,  tracks,  petitions  a  68;  report  and  order 
notice  617  ;  hearing  652 ;  remonstrance  and  petitions  in  aid 
803 
Charter  st.  to  Prince  St.,  extension  of  tracks,  and  Causeway 
st.,  between  Prince  and  Haverhill  sts  ,  relocation  of  track, 
petition  a  209;  report  and  order  notice  314 ;  hearing  369; 
order  passed  558 
Union  Institution  for  Savings — 

532  Dorchester  av.,  sidewalk,  petition   a  468;  order  passed 
485 
Union  park — 

Hospital :  at  No.  28,  remonstrance  a  6S;  prohibited  210 
Union  Railway  Co. — 

Washington  st.,  corner  Bhepard  st.  (ward  25),  wooden  build- 
ing, and  wooden  addition,   petition  a  549;  report  c  501, 
578;  order  ruled  out  e  598 
Union  square  (ward  2-5) — 

Edgcstone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  390;  order  passed  420 
Union  street  (ward  5) — 

Sewer:  between  Rutherford  av.  and  Washington  St.,  report 
and  order  notice  a  170;  hearing  178;  order  passed  197; 
report  of  cost  referred  855 
Transparency  :  corner  Main  st.,  petition  a  733;  permit  789 
Union  street  (ward  25) — 

Lamps  :  petition  a  209  ;  report  890 

ble:  corner  Winship  st.,  permit  a  700 
l' pham's  Corn     — 

At.  K.K.  ears  :  to   Geneva  ave.  and   Temple   place,   petition 
a  986 
Upham,  J.  H.  &  Co.— 

Dudley  st.  and  Stoughton  st.,  between  old  Boxbiury  line  and 
Pleasant  st.,  sprinkling,  petition  a  229;  order  passed  254 
Upton  court- 
Wooden  building:  petition  a  11.5;  permit  255,  c  257 
Upton  6treet  (ward  25) — 

Wooden  building:  addition,  near  Western  av.,  petition  a  763 
Utica  street — 

Sidewalks:  alteration,  petition  a  404;  order  passed  485 
Between  Kneeland  and  Harvard  sts.,  petition  a  70J 
No.  72-S2.  removal,  petition  a  803 
Paving:  between  Harvard  and  Kneeland  sts.,  petitions  a  468, 
709 

Van  Nostrand,  William  T.  ft  «/.— 

Maiden  bridge  :  sprinkling,  petition  a  289 
Steam  fire-engine  in  ward  4,  petition  a  667;  report,  referred 
c  910 
Vaughan,  Benjamin — 

Enfield  st.,  sewer  abatement  a  412 
Vcale,  Bridget — 

Tremont  and  Park  .-1-.,  personal  injuries,  leave  to  withdraw 
a  83,  c  86 
Vernon  street— 

Right  of  way  over  Stony  brook,  petition  a  178;  report,  order 
passed  a  376,  a  380 
Victoria  street  (ward  24) — 

Stable  :    No.  1,  petition  a  803;  permit  838 

I  Iden  E.,  councilman  (ward  8)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on  overseers  of  poor  27;  salaries  27: 
water  27 
Viles,  Clinton,  alderman — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  joint  committee  on  rules  and  orders  2,33:  rules 
and  orders  of  board  of  aldermen  2;  streets  (joint)  12; 
streets  (of  board  of  aldermen)  12;  markets  12;  sewers 
12 ;  city  registrar's  department  12 ;  East  Boston  ferries  12 ; 
fuel  12;  health  12;  (resignation  31,  215;)  police  12;  sur- 
vey and  inspection  of  buildings  12;  water  12;  Stony- 
brook  12,30;  Franklin  fund  15;  auditor's  estimates  117; 
boundary  line  255;  fourth  July  274;  commissions  293; 
removal  of  police  commissioners  335;  ballot-boxes  353; 
bonds  city  officers  428;  salary  conference  611;  election 
us  843 
Elected :  director  for  public  institutions  a  33,  c  44 


Remarks : 

Ice  in  South-bay  channel  21 
Coasting  on  common  30,  38 
Committee  on  health  81 

Treatment  of  poor  32 

Care    of   sidewalks    in    front    of   public   buildings    and 
grounds  32 

Recount  of  votes  at  municipal  election  42,  438 

Contested  election  of  aldermen  51,  165 

Mode  of  filling  vacancies  in  board  of  alderman  53 

Act  relating  to  by-laws  and  ordinances  55,  73 

Petition  of  John  Reardon  68, 119 

Measurers  of  grain  68 

Commercial-st.  extension  85 

Marcella-st.  Home  100,  357 

Homcepathic  hospital  102,  116 

Lamps,  visit  of  committee  to  other  cities  102 

Pauper  expenses  140 

Charlestown  almshouse  141,  357,  428 

Steamer  Parisian  260 

Gorliss  pumping-engine  controversy  215,  296 

Committee  on  health,  resignation  215 

Resignation  of  directors  of  public  institutions  230 

Children's  hospital  231 

Appointment  of  prison  matron  231 

Ordinance  relating  to  Mayor's  clerk  236 

Salaries  of  city  officers  251,  430,  763,  893 

Fourth  of  July  274,  293 

South  street  335 

Seventeenth  of  June  celebration  340 

Broadway  extension  341 

Stable  on  South  St.  359 

Stable  on  Curve  st.  378 

Old  state  house  391,  454,  470 

Stable  on  K  st.  393 

Paying  employes  outside  of  city  hall  428,  452 

Ballots  boxes  434,  436 

Pay  of  ferry  employes  450,  838 

Extension  of  Harrison  avenue  456 

Auditor's  bond  471 

Nuisance  near  Fcderal-st.  bridge  483 

Liverpool-fit.  tracks  484 

Police  protection  of  common,  etc.  488 

Public  parks  489,  710,  765 

Helmets  for  policemen  517 

Impurity  of  water  supply  550 

Telephone  locations  575 

Pay  tor  fowls  killed  by  dogs  591 

Vacancies  on  police  force  591 

City  buildings  on  Back  bay  district  630 

Constables'  bonds  644 

Steady  work  and  full  time  for  laborers  653 

Confirmation  of  constable  662 

Additional  appropriation  for  sewers  669 

Portland  and  South  street  widenings  678 

City  solicitor  679 

Extension  of  D  street  696 

Dillaway  school  745 

Extension  of  Columbus  avenue  764 

East  Boston  ferry  tolls  776 

Additional  water  supply,  $55,000  balance  781 

Warrants  for  municipal  election  782 

Evening  high  school  78.5 

Paying  city  employes  at  Christmas  804 

Ventilation  of  aldermanic  chamber  806 

Obstruction  of  Water  St.  by  wagons  808 

Muddy-river  improvement  809 

Building  permits  697 

Election  returns  864,  892 

Brighton  park  893 
Vinal  &  Dodge— 

287  and  289  Beacon  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  836;  order  passed 

864 
Vinal,  Warren  D.  et  at. — 

Rcdesdale    St.,  Brighton  av.,  and   Chester  st.    (ward    25), 

sewer,  petition  a  568 
Vinegar — 

Inspector  appointed  a  115 

Annual  report  of  inspector  a  196;  referred  to  committee  on 

health  c  245,  a  254;  report  c  349,  a  352 
Salary  of  inspector — see  Salaries 
Placing  inspection  in    charge  of  board  of  health,'  order  lo 

petition,  assigned  c  762 ;  order  passed  c  848,  a  855 
Vinton  street  (ward  15) — 

Stable  :  No.  4,  leave  to  withdraw  a  721 
Virginia  avenue  (ward  20) — 

Sewer:  petition  a  100;  report  and  order  notice  170;  hearing 

178 ;  order  passed  197 ;  report  of  cost  referred  855 
Virginia  street  — 

Grading  etc. :  petition  a  052 
Plank  walk  :  petition  a  852 
Vogel,  Leopold— 

Boylston  st.,  sidewalks,  order  passed  a  456 
VoiBin,  John  B. — 

2   Weston   st.,   edgestone,   sidewalk,    petition   a  209;    order 

passed  234 
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Vose,  Robert,  jr- — 

Nominated  and  elected  trustee  Mt.  Hope  cemetery  a  210,  c  217 
Voters  — 

Registrars  of  —  see  Elections 

Petition  for  general  meeting  of,  laid  on  table  a  103;  referred 

a  143 ;  notice  from  supreme  court  referred  to  city  solicitor 

a  311 
Petition  of  Welby  et  al.  for  general  meeting  a  468;  report, 

laid  on  table  a  586;  considered,  minority  report,  laid  on 

table  a  613 

Wabon  street  — 

Grading,  edgestoncs,  sidewalks,  petition  a  404;  order  passed 
426 
Wabon  street  (Roxbury)  — 

Sewer :   report  and  order  notice  a  197 ;  bearing  209 ;   order 
passed  211. ;  report  of  cost  referred  837 
Wade,  Richard  — 

Ashland   St.,  near  Florence  st.   (ward  23),  stable,   petition 
a  229 ;  permit  255 
Wadsworth,  Briggs — 

Faneuil  Hall  market,  transfer  stall  No.  89,  a  586 
Wagner,  Charles  F.  — 

3  Lamson  St.,  edgestones  abatement,  petition  a  229 
Wakefield,  N.  S.  et  al.— 

Washington  6t.  at  Beethoven  St.,  crosswalk,  petition  a  369; 
report  394 
Wakefield,  Nelson  S.,  councilman  (ward  23)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed :     committee    on    Mt.    Hope    and    Cedar    Grove 
cemeteries  27 ;  overseers  of  poor  27;  old  state  house  436; 
joint  rules  and  orders  748 
Remarks : 

Appropriation  bill  189 
Salaries  of  city  officers  530,  756 
Walcott,  Elbridge  — 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  115 
Waldcn  st.  (ward  22)  — 

Wooden  building  :  movement,  petition  a  483 ;  permit  519 
Sewer:  petition  a  483;  report  and  order  for  hearing  a  586; 
hearing  5b9;  order  passed  669 ;  report  of  cost  referred  855 
Waldron,  D.  W.— 

642  Harrison  av.,  gas  light,  petition  a  667;  permit  680 
Wales  street — 

Plank  walk :  between  Abbott  and  Harvard   streets,  petition 
a  677 
Wales,  Thomas  S. — 

Linden  st.  (ward  25),  edgestones,  sidewalks,  petition  a  568 
Wales,  Thomas  S.  et  al. — 

Cambridge  st.  (Brighton) ,  macadamizing,  petition  a  51 
Walker,  D.  M.  et  al.— 

Lawrence  St.,  between  Berkeley  and  Clarendon  sts.,   petition 
to  put  in  order  a  593 
Walker,  Henry — ■ 

Police  commissioner,  order  for  removal  referred  c  385 
Walker,  James  M. — 

Appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  255,  c  257 
Walker  street  (ward  23)  — 

Wooden   building:   movement  from  rear  of  Kim   St.,   near 
Roanoke  St.,  petition  a  178;  permit  197 
Wall,  James  — 

Movement  of  wooden  building  from  53  Monument  av.   to 
Madison  av.,  corner  Ferrin  St.,  petition  a  309 ;  permit  342 
Wall,  James  H.  &  G.  Edward  Smith- 
Essex  St.  widening,  $1157  damages,  order  passed  a  591 
Wall  street  — 

Petition  to  put  in  order  a  549 
Wallace,  William- 
Perkins  St.,  rear,  near  Prince  st.  (ward  23),  wooden  building, 
erection,  petition  a  623 
Wallace,  William  H.— 

Dell  av.,  lamps,  petition  a  690;  report  890 
Wallis,  Elbridge  G.— 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Walnut  avenue  (ward  21)  — 

Stable:  next  to  195,  petition  a  20;  permit  70 

No.  80,  petition  a  580;  permit  658 
Sewer  :  197,  201,  petition  a  132 

Between  Elmore  aud  Dale  sts.,  petition  a  159;  remon- 
strance 178,  209 ;  report  and  order  notice  356 ;  hearing 
369 ;  order  passed  488 ;  report  of  cost  referred  855 
Tracks  :  Metropolitan  R.R.  Co.,  petition  a  209 ;  remonstrance 
309;  report  and  order  notice  314;  hearing  369;  order 
passed  888 
Highland  Street  R.R.  Co.,  petition  a  289;  remonstrance 
309;  report  and  order  notice  314;  hearing  369;  order 
passed  888 
Sprinkling:  between  Eglcston  sq.  and  Warren  St.,  petition 

a  209 ;  order  passed  234 
Sidewalks:  No.  209,  petition  a  46S;  order  passed  485 
Lamps  :  report  a  800 
Walnut  place  (ward  23) — see  Cheshire  st. 
Walnut  street  (ward  4) — 

Stable  :  corner  Bunker  Hill  St.,  leave  to  withdraw  a  721 
Walnut  street  (ward  25)  — 

Stable  :  corner  Glen  road,  petition  a  639;  permit  658 


Walsh,  Ellen  — 

East  Fifth  St.,  near  K  St.,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  132; 
leave  to  withdraw  a  313,  c  322 
Walsh,  Matthew,  councilman  (ward  3)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed :   committee  on  public  parks  27 ;   new  bridge  to 
Charlestown  27 ;  fourth  of  July  259 
Walsh,  Morris  J. — 

Appointed  constable  a  5S9,  630 
Walsh,  M.  R.  etal.— 

Townsend  place,  lamp,  petition  a  549 ;  report  890 
Walsh,  Richard  M.— 

Appointed  constable  a  652 

Appointed  officer  to  make  complaint  in  cases  of  violation  of 
ordinances  a  677 
Waltham  street — 

Underground  telegraph  and  telephone   wires  :  permit  a  888, 
913 
Walton  &  Libby— 

41-43  Chelsea  st  ,  stable,  petition  a  855;  permit  887 
Walworth  Manufacturing  Co.  — 

First  st.,  between  O  aud  P  sts.,  sewer,  petition  a  483 ;  report 
and  order  for  hearing  518;  hearing  549;  order  passed  557 
First  St.,  petition  to  put  in  order  a  4S3 
O  St.,  near  East  First  st ,  stable,  petition  a  580;  permit  591 
Corner  First  aud   O  sts.,  steam-engine;  petition  and  order 

notice  a  580;  hearing  608;  permit  031 
O  St.,  near  East  First  st.  (ward  14),  wooden  building,  erection, 
petition  a  623 
Ward  street — 

Stable  :  petition  a  115 ;  permit  170 

Near  Parker  St.,  petition  a  .09;  permit  340 
Wards  — 

Ward  13,  ward-room  located  a  518,  c  521 

Ward  1,  new  ward-room,  order  referred  c  910 

Ward  13,  accommodations  fur  ward  meetings,  order  referred 

c651 
Ward  10,  precinct  4,  better  polling-place,  petition  a  733 
Ware,  Frank  T.— 

Appointed  constable  a  5S9,  630 
Ware,  Leonard,  jr.  et  al. — 

Milmont  St.,  petition  that  name  be  changed  a  132 
Washington  St.,  tracks  of  Highland  Street  R.R.   Co.,   exten- 
sion to  Ashland  st.  (ward  23),  petition  a  5S9 
Ware,  Leonard,  Jr.,  trustee — 

1025-1029  Washington  st.  and  11-13  Lucas  place,  grade  dam- 
ages, petition  a  S55;  leave  to  withdraw  887 
Ware,  Mary  S. — 

4  Ferdinand    St.,   lying-in  hospital,  petition    a  449;    license 
granted  490 
Warren-avenue  Baptist  church,  trustees  of— 

Warren  av.,  change  of  name,  protest  referred  a  22 
Warren  avenue  (Charlestown) — 

Elevation  Fitchburg  railroad,  special  committee  a  254;  report, 
order  passed  a  288 ;  report  in  print  authorized  a  363 ;  re- 
port a  373 
Wooden  building:  movement  from  No.  15,  petition  a  334;  re- 
port referred  357 
Warren  avenue  (ward  17)  — 

Change  of  name,   remonstrance   referred  a  12,   c  18,   a  22 
Sidewalk :  corner  Dartmouth  St.,  petition  a  593 ;  order  passed 
631 
Warren  Chemical  and  Mauufacturing  Co.  — 

East  First  St.,  near  II  St.,  wooden  building,  permit  a  255,  c  257 
Warren,  Gardner,  legal  representatives  of— 

Alleged  infringement  of  patent  method  of  laying  pavements, 
order  to  pay  a  295 
Warren,  George — 

Nominated  and  elected  second  assistant  assessor  c  144,  172, 
a  179 
Warreu,  George  W.— 

Elected  first  assistant  assessor  c  111,  a  116,  c  126 
Warren,  G.  Washington- 
Oration    fourth  July,  vote  of  thank6,   request  of  copy  for 
press  a  456,  c  460 
Warren  street  (Charlestown) — 

Paving:  between   Winthrop   St.   and  Thompson   sq.,   order 
passed  a  254 
Warren  street  (ward  21) — 

Between  Quincy  st.  aud  Blue  Hill  av.,  telegraph  poles,  line  to 

Austin  farm  a  93,  142 
Sidewalks  :  petition  a  5S9,  order  passed  617 
From  Dunreath  place  to  Copeland  St.,  petition  a  652;  order 

passed  701 
Crosswalks  :  from  Palladio  hall  to  Hotel  Dartmouth,  petition  a 
652 
At  Buena  Vista  av.,  petition  a  709 
Stable :  No.  576,  petition  a  709 ;  permit  774 
Sprinkling:  petition  a  193;  order  passed  212 
Sewer:  between  Clifford    and  Woodbine  sts.,  petition  a  334; 
report  and  order  notice  341 ;  hearing  352 ;  order  passed 
376;  report  of  cost  referred  855 
Crosswalk;  at  Maywood  St.,  petition  a483;  report  721 
Tree :  No.  567,  removal,  petition  a  549 

Edgestones,  sidewalks  :  No.  445,  petition  a  SOS;  order  passed 
590 
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Warshauer,  E.  et  a  I. — 

Creak  sq.,  petition  that  it  be  lighted  a  132 ;  report  890 
Wasgatt,  Enos — 

Order  to  revoke  pension,  assigned  c  319,  300,  381 ;  indefinitely 
postponed  386 
Washburn,  John  M.  et  at. — 

Chester  park,  sprinkling,  petition  a  289 
Washington  avenue — 

Refunding  taxes  :  petition  a  401;   leave   to   withdraw   a  745, 
c  748 
Washington's  birthday — sec  Boston  celebrations 

igton  street  (Haymarket  sq.  to  Dedbam  line) — 
Telegraph  pole  :  corner  Williams  St.  (Iloxbury)  a  12 
Steam-engines,  ete.,  at  No.  ."»yO,  petition  and  order  notice  a  14 ; 
i  tiring  52;  permit  70 
At  2070,  petition  and  order  notice  a  83;  hearing  115;  per- 
mit 139 
At  1281 ,  petition  and  order  notice  a  179 ;  hearing  229 ;  per- 
mit 254 
At  786,  petition  a  195 ;  permit  210 

Petition  and  order  for  hearing  a  230 ;   hearing  a  289; 

permit  313 
Petiiion  a  247  ;  permit  277 
Claims :  personal  injuries  a  82,  100,139,  c  144,  a  197,  e  198, 
a  202,  356,  c  364 
Damages  a  100, 197,  c  198 
Sprinkling:  petition  a  178;  order  passed  276 

From  Cliff  to  Cedar  St.,  petition  a  247  ;   order  passed  276 
Sewer  :  report  of  cost  referred  a  14 
Projecting  sign  :  at  No.  535,  petition  a  51 

Sidewalks  :   from  Dale  st.  to  Egleston  sq.,  petitions  a  247 ;  or- 
der passed  370 
From  Lake  to  Oakland  St.,  petition  a  334 
So.  2463,  abatement,  petition  a  468 
Druggist's  mortar6  :  Nos.  1553-57,  petition  a  309 ;  permit  341 
Corner  Hanover  St.,  petition  a  352 ;  permtt  370 
Change  from  No.  443  to  495,  petition  a  580 
Crosswalks :  at  Beethoven  St.,  petition  a  309 ;  report  394 
At  Chauncy  place,  petition  a  408;  report  617 
At  Floral  place,  petition  a  067 
Petition  a  733 
Paving:  between  Atherton  and  Beethoven  sts.,  order  passed 

a  426 
Flag  :  corner  Kim  6t.,  petition  a  449 ;  leave  to  withdraw  591 
Stables  :  near  Lagrange  St.,  petition  a  468;  permit  487 
Electric  lights  :  Nos.  236  and  238,  permit  489 

At  Boylston  Museum,  petition  a  589;  permit  616 

No.  450-472,  permit  a  010;  petition  039;  permit  059 

Nos.  261-263,  petition  a  623;  permit  045 

No.  395,  permit  a  721 

No.  407,  permit  a  775 

Lighting  streets;  petitions  a 803,  836;  report,  order  passed 

862 
No.  616-622,  permit  a  837 
No.  747,  permit  a  837 
No.  435,  permit  a  837 
Corner  Bedford  St.,  permit  a  862 
Corner  Eliot  St.,  permit  a  862 
No.  329,  permit  a  862 
No.  357,  permit  a  862 
No.  2241,  loss  of   horse  in  catch-basin,  petition    a  490 
Sewers:  between  Union  and  Greenwood  av.,  petition  a  549 ; 
report  and   order  notice  645;  hearing  652;   order  passed 
669 ;  report  of  cost  referred  855 
Use  of  Met.  R.B.  tracks  by  South  Boston  Ii.R.  Co.,  petition 

a  549 
Police  protection  :  report  referred  a  573 
Tree  :  No.  2828,  removal,  petition  a  623;  report  659 
Platform  and  shed  for  stone-crusher  and  engine;  order  passed 

a  631 
Underground  telegraph   and  telephone  wires:  permit  from 

Haymarket  sq.  to  Dudley  St.,  a  SSS,  913 
Ketaining-wall :  No.  2019,  petition  to  rebuild  a  807 
Tracks    of  H.  R.R.  Co. :  extrusion   to   Ashland   st.    (ward 

23) ,  petition  a  589 
Grade   damages:    No.    1025-1029,    petition  a  855;   leave   to 
withdraw  887 
Washington  st.  (continuation  of  Warren  st.  to  Milton  line)  — 
Telephone  poles:   petition  a  178;   order  laid  over  395;  order 
passed  405 
Washington  st.    (from  Commercial  st.   to  the  water,  ward  24) — 
Grade  damages  :  petitions  a  422 

Plank  walk  :  between  Blue  Hill  av.  and  Mt.  Bowdoin  station, 
petition  a  709 ;  order  passed  746 
Washington  st.  (from  Brookline  line  to  Newton  line,  ward  25)  — 
Stables:   private  way,   rear  Washington   st,   petition  a  289 ; 
permit  314 
Between   Lexington  Bt.  and  Madison  av.,  petition  a  652; 
permit  668 
Edgestones:   corner  Allston  St.,  petition  a  334;  order  passed 

357 
Wooden  buildings  :  corner  Shepard  st.,  petition  a  549;  report 
c  561,  578;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
Movement  near  Shepard  st.,  petition  a  549;  permit  574 
Movement  to   unnamed  place  off  Market  st.,  petition  a 
867;  permit  701 


Water- 
Joint  standing  committer  a  l1,  c  27 

Mystic-valley  sewer,  n.cssAge  from  mayor,  special  committee 
appointed  a  23,  c  25,  authorized  to  employ  legal  and 
expert  assistance  c  49,  a  52;  requested  to  report  on 
expediency  of  continuing  Mystic  supply  a  84,  c  86 ; 
message  from  mayor,  referred  a  337 ;  call  for  report 
c  351 ;  report,  order  passed  c  562,  a  571 
Petition  of  Planter  Patent  Fertilizer  Co.  for  leave  to  at- 
tempt abatement  of  nuisance  a  369 
Communication  from  water  board,  referred  a  784 
Impurity  in  water  supply,  report  from  water  board  requested 
c  29,  a  32;  report  c  78;  order  passed  c  510;  indefi- 
nitely postponed  a  516;  request  for  conference  c  536; 
committee  requested  to  investigate  a  551 ;  assigned 
c  559;  concurred  c  683;  report  a  708,  894 
Order   to  petition   passed  a  738,  c  748;   indefinitely  post- 
poned c  799 
Order  to  cleanse  basins  passed  738,  c  748 ;  laid  on  table 

c  799 ;  referred  c  909 
Order  for  full  supply  passed  a  738,  c  748;  laid  on  table 
c799;  indefinitely  postponed  c  909 
Pipes  and  castings,  request  for  authority  to  contract  referred 

a  33,  c  43;  report,  contract  authorized  a  90,  c  95 
Rates  for   manufacturing   and    mechanical    establishments, 

order  referred  a  38,  c  43 
Waste  of  water,  order  to  petition  c  59,  a  52 
Supply  from  Shawshlne  river— see  Legislative  matters 
Topic  in  mayor's  address  referred  c  80,  a  82 
William  F.  Davis  nominated  and  elected  water  registrar  a  70, 

c74 
Beacon  Hill  reservoir,  order  passed  to  draw  off  water  aud 
disconnect  pipes  c  113,  a  117 
Sale  of  structure — see  Buildings 

Request  of  water  board  for  compensation  for  land  and 
structure  referred  a  774 
Leonard  R.  Cutter  appointed  member  of  water  board  a  209, 

c  217,  243,  270 
Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Co.,  purchase,  report  c  267,  a  273 
Water  meters,  committee  authorized  to  make  experiments 

c  269,  a  273 
Proposed  abolition  of  all  commissions — see  Commissions 
Iron  pipe  from  well  of  George  Simmons  to  corner  Highland 

and  Cedar  sts.,  petiiion  a  229 
Corner  Nonantum    and   Market    sts.    (Brighton),   watering 

trough,  petition  a  229;  order  passed  a  340,  c  343 
Additional  storage  basin,  communicated  from  water  board, 
referred  a  313,   c   322;  report  referred   a  358;  assigned 
c  364,  399 ;  referred  c  467 ;  report,  orders  passed  a  470, 
483;  assigned  c  505 ;  amended  and  passed  c540;  concur- 
rence a  556 
Petition  of  II.  D.  Cogswell,  for  leave  to  present  public  drink- 
ing fountains  to  city  a  422 
Lake  Winnipiseogee,  order  to  investigate  passed  c  509,  a  515; 
report  assigned  c  545 ;    considered  c  566 ;    accepted 
c  636,  a  643 
Order  for  special  committee,  laid  on  table  c  605;  indefi- 
nitely postponed  c  636 
Proposed  trip,  order  offered  c  537 ;  assigned  c  538 
Supply  for  Deer  Island — see  Institutions 

Merrimac  river, order  re  ferred  c  548 ;  report,  order  rejected  c  800 
Annual  report  c  559 

Mystic  pumping-station,  right  of  way  for  coal  track,  order 
referred  c  637 ;    report,  orders  passed    c    651 ;  bond  to 
city   of   Somerville,  order  passed   a   774;  referred  c  792, 
799 ;  report,  order  passed  c  834 
Protection  of  sources  of  water  supply,  order  of  inquiry  referred 
c  638,  a  653;  report,  a  695 ;  order  to  petition,  referred  a  784 
Strip  of  land  in  Ashland,  release,  order  passed  a  6C8,  c  671 
Extra  high-service  system  :  communication  from  water  board 
referred  a  720;    report,   referred  a  784;   report,   orders 
passed  a  806;  assigned  c  833;  remonstrances  referred  c 
833,  a  837,  c  84S ;  referred  to  next  city  government  c  870 ; 
non-concurrence  and  adherence  a  8S1;  referred  to  com- 
mittee on  water  c  896 
$55,000  unexpended  balance,  water  board  authorized  to  expend 

c  749,  a  764,  779 
Conduit  across  or  around  farm  pond,  order  passed  c  760,  a 

764;  report,  referred  c  908 
Cleansing  Sudbury-rivcr  basins,  order  offered  c  760;  laid  on 

table  c  799;  indefinitely  postponed  c909 
Pegan  brook,  order  to  petiiion,  referred  a  790 
Chap.  129,  acts  1881,  acceptance  a  720,  784,  806,  c  833,  870,  a 
881 ;  referred  c  890 
Water  street — 

Wooden  building;  permit  to  move  a  24 

Lease  of  premises  Nos.  3  and  5,  petition  a  68;  lease  author- 
ized e  131,  a  132 
Sewer:  extension,  petition  a  159 
Paving:  from  Congress  to  Kilby  st.,  petition  a 309 
Wagons  :  removal  between  Washington  and  Devonshire  sts., 

petition  a  039;  report)  order  passed  a  808 
Telegraph  poles ;  petition  a  803 
Water  street  (Charlestown) — 

Steam-engine  :  No.  63,  petition  and  order  notice  a  023 ;  hear- 
ing 667;  permit  081 
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Drive-way:  substitution  for  edgestones  and  sidewalk,  order 
passed  a  789 
Waterman,  A.— 

425  Mcdford  st.   (Charlostown),  steam-boiler,  petition  a  639; 
permit  66S 
Waters,  Patrick — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  193 
Watkins,  George  F.— 

Appointee!  public  weigher  a  115 
Watson,  James  M. — 

Pearl  St.,  near  Dorchester  av.    (ward  24),   stable,   petition 
a  549 ;  permit  572 
Watts,  Catharine  — 

Commercial  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  170 
Waverley  street  (ward  21)  — 

Lamp  :  petition  a  709;  report  890 
AVay,  John  M.  et  al. — 

Merrill  St.,  grading,  petition  a  607 
Way  street — 

Revised  grade :  between  Harrison  av,  and  Albany  st. a  376, 519 
Webster,  Daniel- 
Centennial  anniversary  of  birth,  message  of  mayor  referred 
a  804,  c  817 
Webster,  Edwin  R.  et  al.— 

Saratoga  St.,  sprinkling,  petition  a  422;  order  passed  456 
Webster  Garden  (ward  24)  — 

Entertainments:  F.  P.  Stone,  petition  a 289;  license  340 
Web6ter  street — 

Coasting :  petition  a  89 
Claims  :  damages  to  estate,  petition  a  803 
Webster  street  (ward  2) — 

Stable  :  near  Lewis  St.,  petition  a  32 ;  permit  56 
Platform:  Boston  Sugar  Refinery  Co.,  petition  a  352;  per- 
mit 456 
Wooden  building:  corner  Bremen  St.,  petition  c  477;  report 

c  561,  578;  order  ruled  out  c  598 
Paving:  between  Lewis  and  Orleans  sts.,  petition  a  334;  or- 
der passed  646 
Webster  street  (ward  4) — 

Wooden  building :  movement  to  Monument  st.  and  Bunker 
Hill  st.  (ward  3),  petition  a  159;  permit  ISO 
Webster,  William  W.— 

Haymarket  sq.,  corner  Cross  St.,  personal  injuries,  petiliou 
a  51,  c  58;  leave  to  withdraw  a  89,  c  95 
Weighers,  public — 

Appointments  a  68,  100, 115, 132,  193,  247,  273,  309,  352,  404, 
422,  449,  568,  589,  624,  783,  881 
Weights  and  measures — 

Annual  report  of  sealer  c  45 
Deputy  sealers  appointed  a  S9 
Pay  allowed  deceased  officer  a  94,  c  95 
Sealers  appointed  a  115 
Assistant  sealers  appointed  a  115 
Examination  of  weights,  etc.,  petition  a  132 
Weilhurt,  J.  M.  et  al.— 

Soring  lane,  lamps,  report  a  890 
Welby,  L.  D.  — 

Kneeland  St.,  use  of  S.  B.  R.R.  tracks  by  Middlesex  R.R.  Co. 
a  855 
Welby,  Lawrence  D.  et  al. — 

Street  railway,  reduction  of  fares,  petition  a  5S0,  589;  request 
for  reports  783 ;  report  887 
Welch,  Thomas  et  al. — 

Madison  st.  (ward  24),  lamps,  petition  a  677;  report  890 
Welch,  William  J.,  councilman  (ward  7)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Appointed :  committee  on  elections  7 ;  assessors'  department 

27 ;  city  registrar's  department  27 ;  police  27 
Elected  committee  on  finance  10 
Remarks : 

Pension  to  officer  Wasgatt  386 
Site  for  city  building  on  Back  bay  799 
Weld,  A.  B.  et  al.— 

Hathaway  st.  (ward  23) ,  lamps,  petition  a  209 ;  report  890 
Weld,  A.  D.  jr.— 

Forest  Hills  St.,  near  Glen  road  (ward  23),  stable,  petition  a 
229;  permit  255 
Weld,  Samuel  W.,  heirs  of— 

Devon  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  473 
Welles  avenue — 

Grading :  petition  a  352 
Wellington,  F.  H.— 

Shurtleff  court,  near  Rutherford  av.  (ward  4),  wooden  build- 
ing, petition  a  68 ;  permit  a  S4,  c  86 
Wooden  building,  erection,  petition  a  89 ;  permit  a  101, 
cl07 
Rutherford  av.,  opposite  Lincoln  st.  (ward  5),  stable,   peti- 
tion a  68;  permit  83 
Wellington,  Frederick  A. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
Wellington,  Henry  W.  et  al. — 

Allandale  st. ,  near  Centre  St.,  lamp,  petition  a  690;  leave  to 
withdraw  910 
Wells,  George  H.— 

Coleman  St.  (ward  24),  petition  to  put  in  order  a  593 
Coleman  and  Bellevue  sts.,  sidewalks,  petition  a  677 


Wentworth,  H. — 

151-153  Milk  St.,  steam-engine,  petition  and  order  notice  a  254  ; 
hearing  309 ;  permit  342 
Wentworth,  Jason — 

Gaiety  theatre,  license  granted  a  573 
West  Broadway — 

Tracks  :  petition  of  South  Boston  R.R.  Co.  a  549 

At  Third  st.,  petition  a  763;  order  notice  807;  hearing 
881 
West  Canton  street — 

Claims :  personal  injuries  c  112,  a  117 
West  Chester  park — 

Sprinkling :  from  Beacon  St.  to  B.  &  A.  R.R.  bridge,  order 
passed  a  212 
Petition  a  289 
Sidewalk  :  No.  159,  order  passed  a  295 
Bridge  :  repairs  a  558 
Edgestones,  glitters  :  order  passed  a  574 
Edgestones:  near  Weslland  St.,  petition  a  803;  order  passed 

837 
Wooden  building:  addition,  nearBoylston  St.,  petition  a  608; 

leave  to  withdraw  c  637,  a  643 
Coaches  :  through  Swett  st.  to  City  Point,  petition  a  733 
West  Cottage  street- 
Grading,   macadamizmg:  near  Blue  Hill  av.,  order  passed 

376 
Cutting  off  and  grading  corner  Blue  Hill  av.,  petition  a  404 
Edgestone6,  corner  Blue  Hill  av.,  petition  a  468 
West  Eighth  street- 
Sidewalks  :  No.  94,  petition  a  549 ;  order  passed  574 
Petition  a  667 
West  Fifth  street- 
Sidewalks  :  No.  68-70,  petition  a  709 

Grade  damages  :  No.  80,  order  passed  a  775;  order  rescinded 
887 
No.  77,  order  passed  a  775 
No.  97,  petitions  a  836;  orders  passsed  8S7 
We6t  Newton  street- 
Stable  :  petition  a  247  ;  leave  to  withdraw  700 
Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  289,  518,  e  521 
Brick  and  plank  walks  :  petition  a  549 
Bridge  :  repairs  a  558 

Sidewalk:  near  Huntington  av.,  petition  a  589 
Temporary  location  :  petition  of  Highland  R.R.  Co.  a  608 
Electric  light  posts  :  petition  a  608 ;  permit  631 ;  petition  639 ; 

permit  659 
Grading,  edgestones :  petition  a  639 ;  order  passed  746 
Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires :  permit  a  888, 
913 
West  Rutland  square— 

Edgestones  :  No.  74,  petition  a  511 ;  order  passed  558 
Nos.  80  and  82,  petition  a  803;  order  passed  837 
Foot-bridge  :  over  B.  &  1'.  R.R.,  petition  a  639 
West  Seventh  street  — 

Sidewalks  :  order  passed  a  807 
West  Springfield  street — 

Telephone  posts  :  petition  a  334 ;  remonstrance  referred  a  395 
West  street — 

Lettered  sign  :  No.  21,  petition  a  369 

Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires:  permit  a  888, 
913 
West  Third  street- 
Sidewalks  :  No.  236,  order  passed  a  276 

No.  206,  petition  a  369;  order  passed  395 
No.  208,  petition  a  404;  order  passed  426 
No.  96,  petition  a  5S9 
No.  357,  petition,  order  passed  a  709 
No.  409-415,  petition  a  763 
Western  avenue  (Brighton) — 

Paving:  between  North  Harvard  aud  Market  sts.,  petition 

a  51 
Stables  :  near  Everett  St.,  petition  a  60S :  permit  629 

Near  North  Harvard  St.,  petition  a  623;  permit  645 
Crosswalks  :  at  Waverley  St.,  petition  a  690;  report  775 
Wcstland  street  — 

Edgestones:  petition  a  S03;  order  passed  S37 
Westminster  street — 

Sewer:  between  Windsor  and  Hammond  sts..  petition  a  404; 
report  and  order  for  hearing  455;   hearing  468;   order 
passed  4S8 ;  report  of  cost  referred  837 
Crossing:  at  Hammond  St.,  petition  a  709 
Weston,  Nathan  et  al. — 

King  st.  (ward  24),  trees  and  tree-boxes,  petition  a  178 
Weston  street — 

Edgestone,  sidewalk:  No.  2,  petition  a  209;  order  passed  234 
Westville  street — 

Grading,  paving,  from  Bowdoin  to  Draper  St.,  order  passed 

a  314 
Laying  out :  damages  a  455 
Wetmore,  OharleB  H.  et  al. 

Charles  st.  ("ward  24),  sewer,  petition  a  598 
Wharif,  Clarence  C— 

Expenses  incurred  in  discharge  of  duty  as  police  officer,  peti 
lion  a  490 
Wharton,  William  F.,  councilman  (ward  11)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
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Appointed:  committee  on  elections  7;  ordinances  11;  judi- 
ciary U  ;  public  instruction  27;  fourth  of  July  259;  Web- 
ster centennial  817 

Elected :  committee  on  finance  10 
Remarks : 

Coasting  on  common  47 

Ward  19  contested  election  case  48,  62 

Election  laws  49 

Dates  of  municipal  elections  50 

Elevated  railroads  and  rapid  transit  77 

Joint  orders,  ordinances  and  licenses  123 

Proposal  of  John  Ecardon  129, 180 

Appropriation  bill  148,  190 

Marcella-st.  Home  174,  268 

Ordinance  relating  to  city  messenger  176 

Homoeopathic  hospital  205,  226 

Point  Shirley  railroad  218 

Ward  13  contested  election  case  220 

Legislation  in  eases  of  doubtful  elections  225 

Prince  school-house  yard  238,  260,  2S7 

Grand  junction  wharves  241 

Confirmation  of  water  commissioner  244,  270 

Inspector  of  vinegar  246 

Regulation  and  inspection  of  buildings  259 

Pay  of  laborers,  etc.  266,  285 

Committees  and  pay  of  laborers  269 

Pire  department  repair-shop  270 

Directors  for  public  institutions  279 

Holiday  on  Decoration  day  306 

Removal  of  fences  from  public  squares  326 

Sale  of  estate  37  Boyleton  st.  32S 

Public  library  examination  368 

Old  state  hou 

Restrictions  on  public  lands  sold  3S5 

Resignation  of  councilman  Hagar  401 

SolarU  s  of  city  officers  437,  521,  706,  752 

Building  limits  446,  908 

Public  parks 461 

Requesting  return  of  order  relating  to  parks  479 

Supplementary  reading  for  public  schools  508 

Permit  for  woodcu  buildings  561,  729 

Corliss  pumping-engines  663 

City  solicitor  682,  705 

Death  of  hoseman  Tobey  726 

Site  for  city  building  on  Back  bay  799 

Widening  Kneeland  st.  sis 

Motions  to  reconsider  845 

Columbiis-av.  extension  846 

Joint  convention,  mayor's  valedictory  S49 

Grammar  school-house,  ICcnilworth  st.  866 

M  uddy-river  improvement  871 

Additional  appropriation  for  public  buildings  S73 

Grammar  school-house,  Dillaway  district  895 

Investigation  of  police  commissioners  907 

Quincy-st.  and  Howard-av.  school  sites  908 
Wheatland,  G.  jr.— 

379  to  389  Marlborough   st.,  edgeBtonos,  sidewalks,  petition 

a  568 ;  order  passed  591 
Wheeler,  Charles,  councilman  (ward  10) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:   committee  on  elections  7;   ordinances  11;  judi- 
ciary 11 ;  fuel  27;  Stony  brook  27 ;  Arnold  arboretum  466 
Elected  representative  a  747 
Remarks : 

Joint  rules  and  orders  5 

Joint  committees  16 

Coasting  on  common  47 

Members  of  city  government  being  members  of  school 
committee  49 

Dates  of  municipal  election  50 

Filling  vacancies  in  tin-  beard  of  aldermen  c  50 

Ward  1'J  contested  election  case  63 

Invitation  to  public  meeting  relating  to  Irish  affairs  75 

Report  of  powers  of  eitsj  council  98 

Fire-alarm  whistle  in  East  Boston  99 

Representation  in  the  council  from  ward  22, 108 

Marcella-st.  Home  154 

Steamer  Parisian  155 

Appealed  tax  casi  s  1  S3 

Petition  of  John  Reardon  189 

Summer  concerts  192,  510 

Homoeopathic  hospital  205,  226 

Legislation  in  coses  of  doubtful  elections  225 

Grand  Junction  wharves  240 

Dee  of  conned  chamber  I  244 

Sinking-fund  commissioner  258 

Confirmation  of  water  commissi*  net  271 

Fourth  of  Julj  275,  800 

Transferor  Engine  12.  etc.  283 

Pay  of  laborers  and  mechanics  284,  420 

amonwealth-av.  fences  286,  826 
Still-alarm 

ia'..-  house 406,  884,  475 

i  new  court-house  325,  364 

Sundry  ordinances  826 

Bale  of  estate  87  Boylston  st.  828 


Investigation  of  police  commissioners  331,  875 
Public  library  examination  367 
Fuel  contract  414,  43!) 

Salaries  of  city  officers  437.  503,  539,  601,  606,  704 
Public  parks  462,  828 
Summer  vacation  477 

Excursion  by  members  of  common  council  477 
Woodward  defalcation  502 
Storage  basin  No.  4,  542 
Lake  Wiunipiseogee  605 
Rules  of  the  council  632,  647 
Evening  high  school  636 
Corliss  pumping-engines  649,  724 
Death  of  hoseman  Tobey  689 
Arnold  arboretum  792 
Christmas  holiday  817 
Method  of  resigning  elective  offices  847 
Transfer  of  powers  to  city  council  847 
Ordinance  in  relation  to  finance  899 
Wheeler,  Edward  C. 

Melville  av.,  edgestones,  petition  a  733 
Wheeler,  William  A. — 

Elected  lirst  assistant  assessor,  c  111,  a  116,  c  126,  a  132,  c  144 
Wheelock,  P.  S.,  Judge  of  Municipal  Court  of  Roxbury  District- 
Allowance  of  fees  in  insane  cases,  petition  a  209;  leave  to 
withdraw  275 
Wheyland,  Michael — 

Appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  255,  c  257 
Whicber,  William  E.— 

Elected  second  assistant  assessor  c  172,  a  179,  c  182 
Whiteomb,  George  H. — 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  115 
White,  Cyrus— 

Alveston  st.,  near  Seaverns  av.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  709 
White,  Edward  A.— 

Appointed  fire  commissioner  a  193,  c  198 
White,  Edward  A.,  trustee— 

Columbus  av.,  east  of  Berkeley  St.,  sewer,  petition  a  193;  re- 
port and  order  notice  210;  hearing  229;  order  passed  294 
White,  James- 
Elected  representative  a  747 
White,  Sumner  P. — 

Appointed  officer  to  make  compbrint  in  cases  of  violation  of 

ordinances  a  100,  677 
Appointed  truant  officer  a  100 
Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
White  street  (ward  1) — 

Wooden  building:  movement  to  East  Eagle  Bt.,  petition  a  209; 

permit  234 
Edgestones,  sidewalks:  corner  Putnam  st.,  petition  a  568; 
order  passed  591 
White,  Thomas — 

Sprinkling  streets  in  ward  24,  petition  a  32 
Appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  658,  c  663 
Whitcman,  Naomi  E. — 

Tappan  school,  personal  injuries,  petition  c  728 
Whiteside,  John  H.— 

Appointed  constable  a  5y9 
Whiting,  Albert  T.— 

Chosen  president  of  board  of  directors  of  public  institutions 
a  273 
Whiting,  J.  O.  &  Co.  et  al.— 

Central  St.,  paving,  petition  a  549 
Whitmore,  William  H.,  councilman  (ward  12)  — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee    on    rules    and    orders    of   common 
council  3;  joint  rules  and   orders,   3,   27;  ordinances  11; 
judiciary    11;  public  buildings  27;  old  state  house  456; 
Arnold  :  rborctum  460,  673;  charges  against  city  treasurer 
804;  eulogy  on  President  Garfield  622;  Webster  cen- 
tennial 817 
Question  of  privilege  respecting  article  in  "  Boston  Journal," 

special  committee  appointed  124;  report  245 
Remarks  : 

Requesting  president  to  serve  on  ordinance  committee  3 

Committee  on  improved  sewerage  3 

Joint  rules  and  orders  4,  7,  17,  25,  44,  60,  74,  98, 108 

Election  of  finance  committee  8 

Reports  of  record  commissioners  10 

Badges  for  couucilmen  10 

Department  reports  11 

Care  of  sidewalks  and  yards  in  frout  of  public  buildings 

and  grounds  16 
Courtesies  to  distinguished  visitors  16 
Rules  and  orders  of  common  council  17,  832,  647,  665 
Duplication  of  names  of  streets  18 
Joint  committees  19 
Election  in  precinct  3,  ward  13, 19 
Publication  of  names  of  jurors  29,  67 
Recounting  of  ballots  29 
Coasting  on  common  46 
Election  laws  4'.l 
Mystic-valley  sewer 49,  563 
Members  of  city   government  being  members  of  school 

committee  49 
First  assistant  assessors  60 
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Dates  of  municipal  elections  50 

Sixth  report  of  record  commissioners  58 

Donation  of  Charlcstown  clmrch  records  58 

Ward  19  contested  election  case  65 

Invitation  to  public  meeting  relating  to  Irish  affairs   75, 

80,  96 
Elevated  railroads  and  rapid  transit  77 
Decoration  day  86 
Marcella-st.  Home  95, 131,  154, 174 
Report  on  powers  of  city  council  98 
Representation  in  the  council  from  ward  22,  108 
Extension  of  Harrison  av.  and  D  st.  Ill,  128 
Petition  of  John  Reardou  113 
Joint  orders,  ordinances  and  licenses  122 
A  question  of  privilege  124 

Submitting  drafts  of  ordinances  to  city  solicitor  144 
Appropriation  bill  148,  190 
Steamer  Parisian  155 
Woodward  defalcation  157 
Dorchester-bay  tunnel  175 
Ordinance  relating  to  city  messenger  176 
Appealed  tax  cases  183 
Summer  concerts  192,  510 
Contract  of  William  C.  Poland  &  Son  192,  203 
Cliarlestown  almshouse  200 
Homeceopathic  hospital  206,  227 
Safeguards  against  lire  208 
Ward  13  contested  election  case  219 
Legislation  in  cases  of  doubtful  elections  225 
Police  ordinance  239,  303 
Grand  Junction  wharves  239 
Ordinance  relating  to  mayor's  clerk  243 
Confirmation  of  water  commissioner  243,  270 
U6C  of  council  chamber  by  assessors  244 
Inspector  of  vinegar  246,  84S 
Books  of  reference  for  president's  room  246 
Commissioner  of  sinking  funds  257,  279 
Charlcstown  bridge  259 
Prince  school-house  yard  260 
Pay  of  laborers,  etc.,  264,  266,  284,  633 
Pay  of  regular  reporters  268 
Directors  for  public  institutions  269,  280 
Committees  and  pay  of  laborers  269 
Ventilation  of  aldermen's  room  278 
Destruction  of  sugar  baskets  278 
Fourth  of  July  278,  300 

Ordinance  relating  to  city  architect  286,  301,  846 
Adjournment  lack  of  quorum  299 
Proposed  abolition  of  the  commissions  301 
City  treasurer  302,  322 
Old  state  house 305,  343,  381,  415,  436,  460,  475,   595,   635, 

799 
Fixing  hour  of  adjournment  306 
Removal  of  fences  from  public  squares  307,  323 
Beacon-hill  reservoir  and  new  court-house  325,  364 
Sundry  ordinances  326 
Proposed  police  building  327 
Sale  of  estate  37  Boylston  St.  328,  350 
Investigation  of  police  commissioners  330,  875,  902 
South-end  branch  library  333 
Permits  for  wooden  buildings  in  ward  22,  351,  446 
Public  library  examination  366 
Restrictions  on  public  lands  sold  385 
Forest  and  Oakland  gardens  for  fourth  July  385 
Pension  to  Officer  Wasgatt  387 
Proposed  widening  of  Curve  st.  389 
Superintendent  of  printing  397 
Music  stand  on  common  397,  403 
Resignation  of  councilman  Hagar  401 
Amendment  of  rule  46,  closing  debate  403 
Paying  city  employes  outside  of  city  hall  535 
Permits  for  building  during  vacation  435 
New  public  library  building  436,  560 
Salaries  of  city  officers  436,  476,  503,  521,  538,  576,  598, 

605,  606,  634,  636,  707,  751 
Public  parks  445,  460,  827 

Excursion  by  members  of  common  council  477 
Requesting  return  of  order  relating  to  parks  478,  504 
Woodward  defalcation  503 
Storage-basin  No.  4  506,  541 

Supplementary  reading  for  public  schools  507,  543,   675 
Police  helmets  521 
Water-supply  investigation  536 
Building  limits  538,  578,  909 
Visit  to  Lake  Winnipiseogee  538 
Change  of  seats  in  council  chamber  546,  560 
Arnold  arboretum  546,  663,  671,  672,  6S9,  851,  868 
Thanks  to  president  pro  tern.  547 
Dover-st.  railroad  crossing  577 
Deer  Island  water  supply  577 
Inspection  of  provisions  578,  725 
Evening  high  school  595,  636,  732,  849 
Contingent  fund  of  common  council  604 
Charges  against  city  treasurer  604 
Death  of  President  Garfield  621 
Corliss  pumping-engines  648,  663,  724 


City  solicitor  671,  682,  704 

Orchard  park  727 

Permits  for  wooden  buildings  628 

Cleansing  Sudbury-river  basins  760 

Arnold  arboretum  792 

Site  for  city  building  on  Back  bay  799 

Allowing  city  employes  time  to  vote  802 

Christmas  holiday  817 

Closing  channel  of  Stony  brook  818 

Widening  Kneeland  street  818 

Care  of  plants  in  winter  826 

Motions  to  reconsider  844 

Closing  offices  in  city  hall  846 

Method  of  resigning  elective  offices  847 

Extinguishing  lights  in  streets  847 

Transfer  of  powers  to  city  council  847 

Joint  convention,  mayor's  valedictory  848 

Fuel  849 

Grammar  school-house,  Ivenilworth  St.  866 

City  point  park  867 

Limitation  of  municipal  expenditures  871 

Additional  appropriation  for  public  buildings  873 

Annual  dinner  895 

Extra  high-service  water  supply  896 

Ordinance  in  relation  to  finance  899 
Whittemore,  George — 

Appointed  measurer  of  upper  leather  a"  549 
Whitney,  William  S.— 

Nominated  and  elected  second  assistant  assessor  c  172,  a  179 
Whitten,  Charles  Varney,  alderman — 
Oaths  of  office  1 
Elected;    committee  on  accounts  2;  trustee  of  Mt.  Hope 

cemetery  a  33,  c  44,  president  a  273 
Appointed:  committee  on  Faneuil  Hall,  etc.  12;  licenses  12; 

steam-engines  12:  claims  12;  ordinances  12;  public  build- 
ing   12;    public    lands   12;  public    library  12;  treasury 

department  12;  public  parks  12,  30;  election  in  ward  13, 

precinct  3,  15 ;  inspection  of  prisons,  etc.  15 ;  fourth  July 

274 ;  salary  conference  611 ;  election  returns  843 
Remarks : 

Joint  rules  and  orders  221 

Coasting  on  common  30,  36 

Homoeopathic  hospital  117 

Petition  of  John  Reardon  12 

Petition  of  Benjamin  F.  Anthony  138 

Charlcstown  almshouse  141 

Steamer  Parisian  159 

Contested  election  case  163  (correctiou  181) 

Fourth  of  July  311 

Corliss  pumping-engine  controversy  320 

South  street  334 

Decoration  day  336 

Seventeenth  of  June  celebration  340 

Salaries  of  city  officers  362,  431,  492,  499,  581,   609,   763 

Old  state  house  390,  406,  422,  453,  500,  585 

Paying  employes  outside  of  city  hall  428.  452 

Convention  on  mayor's  salary  434 

Ballot-boxes  486 

Impurity  of  water  supply  551,  743 

Restriction  of  cars  on  the  circuit  571 

Neponset  avenue  585 

Charges  against  city  treasurer  611 

General  meetiug  of  citizens  613 

Public  parks  640,  710 

Constables'  bonds  644 

Steady  work  and  full  time  for  laborers  654 

Portland  and  South  st.  widenings  678 

City  solicitor  679,  695 

Additional  water  supply,  $55,000  balance  781 

Public  library  783 

Evening  high  school  785 

Paying  city  employes  at  Christmas  SOS 

Ventilation  of  aldermanic  chamber  S05 

Muddy-river  improvement  809 

Election  returns  863 

Brighton  park  893 

Quincy-st.  and  Howard  av.  school  sites  908 
Whitten,  Isaiah — 

Nominated  and  elected  second  assistant  assessor,  c  144,  172, 

a  179 
Whitten,  J.  O.— 

Upton  St.,  rear,  near  AVestern  av.  (ward  25),  wooden  addition 

to  building,  petition  a  763 
Whitten,  William  H.  et  al.— 

School  st.  (ward  23),  sidewalk,  edgestones,  petition  a  468 
Whittier,  F.  O.— 

Upton  court,  wooden   building,  petition  a   115;  permit  255, 

c  257 
Wnittier  Machine  Co. — 

Culvert    st.,   edgestones,    sidewalk,  petition   a    511;    order 

passed  558 
Whitwell,  Henry — 

244-246  Newbury  St.,  and  Newbury,  corucr  of  Fairfield  St., 

edgestones,  abatement  a  S3 
385    Commonwealth    av.,    sidewalk,    petition    a  836;    order 

passed  864 
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Whitwell,  S.  H.— 

Marlborough  st.,  between   Exeter  and  Fairfield  sts.,  plank 

walk  ami  fence,  petition  a  159 
Corner  Marlborough  Bt.   and   Commonwealth  av.,  sidewalk, 

petition  a  608;  order  passed  031 
Marlborough   St.,   between  Exeter  and  Fairfield   sts.,  plank 
walk,  petition  a  783 
Whyte,  R.  A.— 

Sargent's  wharf  (ward  6),  stable,  petition  a  912 
Wiggin,  John  W. — 

Appointed  measurer  of  wood  and  bark  a  115 
"VViggin,  Rebecca  C. — 

9  Woodville  sq.,  edgestone,  sidewalk,  petition  a  639 
Wightman,  Henry  M. — 

Nominated  and  elected  city  engineer  a  70,  c  74 
Wilbor,  A.  G.,  trustee,  et  al. — 

Broadway  extension,  between  Harrison  av.  and  Washington 
St.,  sewer,  petition  a  273;  report  and  order  notice  294; 
hearing  309;  order  passed  341 
Wilbur,  Edward  P.  et  al.— 

Passageway  rear  350-372  Columbus  av.,  lamps,  petition  a  709 ; 
report  915 
Wilbur  &  Littlefield— 

55  Green  St.,  druggist's  mortar,  petition  a  12;  permit  84 
Wilde,  H.  M.— 

Harvard  av.,  lamps,  report  a  890 
Wild  &  Richards  et  al.— 

Medford  Bt.  (Charlestown),  location  of  tracks,  petition  a  193 
Wilkins,  Cassauder — 

Henchman  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  789 
Wildes,  Moses  B.  et  al. — 

Friend  St.,  between  Hanover  st.  and  Dock  sq.,  paving,  petition 
a  178 
Willard,  Charles  E.— 

North  Howard  st.  (ward  25),  stable,  petition  a247 ;  permit  257 
Willard,  Mary  E.  R.— 

Devon  St.,  sewer  assessment  a  473 
Willcutt,  Levi  EL— 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Williams,  Aaron  D.  et  al. — 

Swett  St., between  Magazine  and  Hilton  sts.,  sidewalk,  peti- 
Hon  a  334 
Williams,  Charles  H.,  councilman  (ward  11) — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed :  committee  on  claims  27 ;  health   27 ;  public  in- 
struction 27;   inspector  of  vinegar  547;  hospitalities  to 
representatives  of  France  and  Germany  671 
Remarks : 

Election  of  finance  committee  8 

Coasting  on  common  4" 

Members  of  city  government  being  members  of  school 

committee  49 
Ward  19  contested  election  case  6G 
Elevated  railroads  and  rapid  transit  73 
Irish  affairs  96 

Extension  of  Harrison  av.  and  D  St.  128 
Appropriation  bill  148 
Sudbury-river  storage-basin  No.  4  400 
Salaries  of  city  officers  438,  476,  521 
Salaries  of  ferry  employes  440 
Public  parks  404,  S:;o 

Requesting  return  of  order  relating  to  parks  481 
Woodward  defalcation  502 
Impurities  in  water  supply  510 
Vaccine  virus  594 
Evening  high  school  595,  731,  850 
Visit  to  inspect  Corliss  pumping-engines  648 
Arnold  arboretum  673,  792,  809,  852 
Supplementary  reading  for  public  schools  674 
Impurity  of  water  supply  684 
Inspection  of  provisions  725 
Death  of  hoseman  Tobey  726 
Permits  for  wooden  buildings  728 
Cleansing  Sudbury-river  basins  761 
Motions  to  reconsider  844 
Grammar  school-house,  Kcnilworth  st.  805 
Muddy-river  improvement  871 
Additional  appropriation  for  public  buildings  874 
Williams  court — 

Steam-engine :  at  No.  7,  petition  and  order  notice  a  195;  hear- 
ing 247:  permit  277 
Williams,  Daniel  W.— 

Munroe  st.  (Roxbury),  sewer,  remonstrance  a  209 
Williams,  David  W. — 

445  Warren  st.,  and  2  and  8  Quiney  st.,  edgestoues,  sidewalks, 
petition  a  50S;  order  passed  590 
Williams,  Edward  11.,  trustee,  et  al. — 

(ward  23),  sewer,  remonstrance  a  352 
Will,  eth— 

Washington  St.,  pesonal  Injuries,  petition  a  82;  leave  to  with- 
draw a  139,  c  144 
Williams,  Gilbert— 

11  Brighton  st.  (Charlestown),  sidewalk,  petition  a  639 
Williams,  Henry  el  >tl. — 

Passage-way  corner  Dover  and  Washington  sts.,  lamp,  peti- 
tion a  373 ;  report  890 


Williams,  John — 

Harrison  av.,  between  Union  park  and  Maiden  sts.:  paving, 
petition  a  483 ;  order  passed  558 
AVilliams,  John  K.  et  al. — 

Devonshire  st.,  paving,  petition  a  763 
Williams,  Moses  fit  al. — 

Kilby  st.  and  Liberty  sq. :  paving,  petition  a  309 ;  order  passed 
357 
Williams,  Nicholas  M. — 

Appointed  undertaker  a  568 
Williams,  Samuel — 

Clarence  place  (ward  24),  stable,  petition  a  580;  permit  593 
Williams  street  (ward  23) — 

Wooden  building:  movement  to  unnamed  place  off  Green- 
wood av.,  petition  a  639 ;  permit  659 
Williams  street  (W.R.)— 

Grading  :  petition  a  229 

Stable :  petition  a  334;  permit  358 
Williams,  Thomas — 

Appointed  assistant  sup't  of  Chelsea  (south)  bridge  a  786 
Williams,  T.  B.  heirs  of — 

Centre  St.,  near  Weldst.   (ward  23),  stable,  petition  a  763; 
permit  789 
Williams,  Wright  W.— 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Willis,  Helen  P.,  and  Ellen M.  Ware— 

Essex-st.  extension,  SS5<  0  damages;  order  passed  a  573 

Essex-st.  extension,  sewer  abatement,  order  passed  a  889 
Wrillow  court  (ward  20)  — 

Stable  :  petition  a  82;  permit  90 

Lamps  :  report  a  890 
Wills,  George  H.  et  at.— 

Coleman  and  Bellevue  sts.  (ward  24),  edgestones,  petition  a 
483 ;  order  passed  617 
Wilmont  street — 

Sewer :  report  of  cost  referred  a  20 

Grading,  etc.,  petition  a  159 

Edgestones,  sidewalks  •  Nos.  16  and  18  and  corner  Elmore  St., 
petition  a  309 ;  order  passed  342 
No.  19,  petition  a  309;  order  passed  342 

Crosswalk  :  at  Elmore  st.,  petition  a  733 
Wilmot,  H.  B.— 

261  and  263  Washington  St.,  electric  lights,  petition  a  623; 
permit  645 

747  Washington  St.,  electric  lights,  permit  a  837 
Wilson,  Arthur  H.— 

Elected  representative  a  747 
Wrilson,  A.  P.— 

Warren  bridge,  personal  injuries,  petition  a  132,  468 
Wilson,  B.  O.  &  G.  C— 

34  Merchants'  Row,  steam-engine,  hearing  a  159;  permit  180 
AVilson,  Charles  H. — 

37  Bow  st.  (ward  23)  stable,  petition  a  7S3  ;  permit  83S 
Wilson,  Epaminondas — 

Enfield  and  Hazel  sts.,  grading  damages,  petition  a  132 

Enfield  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  412 

Corner  Enfield  and  Hazel  sts.,  edgestones, petition  a  652 
Wilson,  George  L. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Wilson,  Samuel  8. — 

115  and  117  Chelsea  st.  (ward  3),  stable,  petition  a  404;  leave 
to  withdraw  557 

98  Decatur  st.  (ward  3)  stable,  petition  a  639;  permit  668 
Winchester  street  (ward  6) — 

Wooden  buildings  near  Rutherford  av.,  erection,  petition  a 
132 ;  permit  255,  c  257 
Enlargement,  petition  a  229 ;  permit  255,  c  257 

Stable  :  foot  of  Williams  st.,  petition  a  132;  permit  170 
Winchester,  T.  B.  et  al. — 

Beacon   st.  corner  Berkely  St.,   crosswalk,  petition  a    783; 
report  837 
Winchiu,  James — 

Refusal  to  be  surety  for  W.  H.  Swift,  constable,  a  178 
Wingersky,  Samuel — 

Commercial  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  170 
Winsbip,  J.  P.  C.— 

Trees  near  "coast"  on  common,  petition  to  enclose  a  783 
Winship,  street  (ward  25) — 

Stable  :  corner  Union  St.,  permit  a  700 
Winslow  street — 

Sidewalk  :  corner  Zeigler  St.,  petition  a  836 
Winslow,  W.  S.  etal.— 

Sullivan  sq.,  sprinkling,  petition  a  229 
Winter  place — 

Electric  light :  No.  4,  permit  a  862 
Winter  street — 

Claims  :  personal  injuries  a  83,  c  86 

Electric  lights  :  No.  9,  permit  a  837 
Nos.  5  and  7,  permit  a  862 

Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires  :  permit  a  888,  913 
Wrinterson,  Dennis — 

Henchman  St.,  sewer  abatement  a  790 
Winlhrop,  town  of — 

Eastern  Junction,  Broad  Sound  Pier,  and  Point  Shirley  Rail- 
road Co.,  grant  of  land,  petition  a  51;  report,  order 
passed  a  197,  209,  c  218 
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Boston,  Whithrop  and  Point  Shirley  Railroad  Co.,  exchange 
of  land,  petition  a   273;  order  passed  a  395,  c  397, 

420 
Offer  for  lands  a  568 
Winthrop,  Robert  C.  et  al. — 

Children's  hospital,  corner  Camden  at.  and  Huntington  av., 
petition  a  150;  order  passed  231 
Wise,  Charles  11.  et  al.— 

Brandon  and  Amherst  sts.,  grading,  petition  a  709 
Wise  place  (ward  23)— 

Revision  of  award  for  taking  land,  petitions  a  783 
Wissker,  Justus  et  al.— 

Centre  st.,  near  Wyman  place,  sewer,  petition  a  483;  report 
and  order  notice  66i) ;  hearing  077  ;  order  passed  681 
Wiswall,  Romanzo  N. — 

Appointed  constable  a  639 
Withington,  John  R.  et  al. — 

Linwood  St.,  corner  Linwood  so,.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  159; 
order  passed  341 
Wolcott,  J.  W.— 

Hotel  Vendome,  gutters,  petition  a  309 ;  order  passed  426 
Dartmouth  St.,  crossing  at  Hotel  Vendome,  petition  a  593; 
report  631 
Wolcott,  Roger — 

Elected  representative  747 
Wolffsohn,  Siegfried- 
Appointed  constable  a  589,  669 
Wolley,  Edward- 
Appointed  public  weigher  a  193 
Wolston,  Edward  B.— 

Appointed  public  weigher  a  193 
Wood,  Frank- 
Ocean  st.  (ward  24),  rear  Alban  St.,  stable,  petition  a  677; 
permit  700 
Wood,  Jane — 

Bainbridge  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  132 
Wood,  John  E.— 

Western  av.,  near  North  Harvard  st.  (ward  25),  stable,  peti- 
tion a  623 ;  permit  645 
Wood,  Mary  J. — 

Rear  834  Albany  st.   (ward  20),  stable,  petition  "a  390;  per- 
mit 487 
Wood,  Bailey  &  Wood- 
Winchester  St.,  near  Rutherford  av.  (ward  5),  wooden  build- 
ing, enlargement,  petition  a  229  ;  permit  255,  c  257 
Wood  and  bark- 
Measurers  appointed  a  89,  209,  247,  352,  568 
Woodbury,  Alfred  I. — 

Nominated  and  elected  second  assistant  assessor  c  144,172; 
a  179, c 182 
Woodside,  Andrew — 

273  Havre  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  468;  order  passed  485 
Woodville  square — 

Edgestone,  sidewalk  :  No.  9,  petition  a  639 
Woodward,  E.  M.— 

Howard  av.,  near  Brook  av.  (ward  20),  stable,  petition  a  247; 
permit  375 
Woodworth,  T.  C. — 

Cambridge  St.,  corner  Perkins  st.  (ward  4),  wooden  building, 
erection,  petition  a  709;  report  and  order  a  862,  c  865, 
911,  a  912 
Woofindale,  Charles  S. — 

Appointed  officer  to  make  complaint  in  cases  of  violation  of 

ordinances  a  100, 677 
Appointed  truant  officer  a  100 
Appointed  constable  a  100,  589,  630 
Woolley,  William,  alderman — 
Oaths  of  office  1 

Appointed:  committee  on  improved  sewerage  2;  streets 
(joint)  12;  streets  (of  board  of  aldermen)  12;  bridges 
12;  Faneuil  Hall;  etc.  12;  assessors'  department  12; 
engineers'  department  12;  lire  department  12  harbor  12; 
public  buildings  12;  salaries  12;  paving  178;  fourth 
July  274;  removal  of  police  commissioners  335;  old  state 
house  452;  charges  against  city  treasurer  611 
Remarks : 

Assignment  of  offices  and  rooms  35 

Contested  election  case  71,  165,  340 

Commercial-st.  extension  85 

School  expenses  91 

Telephone  locations  143 

Ventilation  of  aldermanic  chamber  237,  256,  295,  764,  805 

Salaries  of  city  officers  251,  313,  49S,  499,  893 

Reservoir  building  and  new  court-house  315 

Corliss  pumping-engine  controversy  320,  659 

Decoration  day  336 

Gold  and  Stock  Telegraph  Co.  360 

Egleston-sq.  school-house  377 

Stable  on  K  st.  393 


Old  state  house  409,  454,  580,  585,  590,  631,  790,  813 

Paying  employes  outside  city  hall  452 

Pay  of  ferry  employes  449,  838 

Erection  of  bridges  by  Boston  Sugar  Refinery  Co.  456 

Extension  of  Harrison  avenue  457 

Liverpool-street  tracks  429,  4S4 

Pay  of  laborers  499,  555,  615 

Charges  against  city  treasurer  613 

Steady  work  and  full  time  for  laborers  653 

Confirmation  of  constable  662 

City  solicitor  679 

Public  parks  717 

East  Boston  ferry  tolls  776 

Improved  sewerage  contracts  779 

Ballots  for  school  committee  782 

Warrants  for  municipal  election  782 

Evening  high  school  785 

Paying  city  employes  at  Christmas  803 

Underground  wires  889,  914 

Election  returns  892 
Worcester  square — 

Underground  telegraph  aud  telephone  wires:  permit  a  838, 

913 
Worcester  street  — 

Release  of  condition  on  No.  100,  petition  c  245,  a  253;  report, 

order  passed  a  490,  e  503 
Sidewalks:    corner    Columbus    av.,    petition    a  667;   order 

passed  701 
Underground  telegraph  and  telephone  wires :  permit  a  888, 

913 
Wright,  B.  B.  et  al.  — 

Sycamore  St.,  grading,  etc.,  petition  a  229;  order  passed  426 
Wright,  Chandler  et  al.  — 

Albany  St.,  sprinkling,  petition  a  247  ;  order  passed  276 
Norfolk  av.,  sprinkling,  petition  a  511 
Wright,  Henry  E.— 

152  Rutherford  av.  (ward  5),  stable,  petition  a  178;  permit 

197 
Wright,  S.  E.  — 

76  Dennis  St.,  sidewalk,  petition  a  309;  order  passed  342 
Wright,  Warren  A.  — 

Appointed  officer  to  make  complaint  in  cases  of  violation  of 

ordinances  a  100,  677 
Appointed  truant  officer  a  100 
Appointed  constable  a  100,  589,  630 
Wyeth,  Andrew  N.,  jr. — 

Appointed  inspector  of  bundle  hay  a  115 
Wyman,  Abraham  G. — 

Appointed  constable  a  589,  630 
Wyman  place  (ward  23)  — 

Stable:  petition  a  568;  leave  to  withdraw,  593 
Wynne,  Patrick  B. — 

Appointed  field-driver  and  pound-keeper  a  255,   c  257;  ap- 
pointment declined,  substitute  appointed  a  341,  c  343 
Appointed  public  weigher  a  309 
Wyoming  street  (ward  21) — 

Stable:  petition  a  511;  permit  557 
Lamps  :  report  a  890 

Yarmouth  street — 

Edgestones  :  Nos.  29  and  31,  petition  a  404;  order  passed  426 

Sidewalk :  order  passed  a  617 

Building  with  cellar  below  grade  :  petition  a  855 ;  report  887 

Yeoman  street — 

Druggist's    mortar:    corner    Hampden    St.,   petition  a  209; 
report.  231 

Yetter,  A.  B.  &.  Co.— 

Sprinkling  streets  in  Roxbury,  petition  a  S9 ;  permit  295 

Yorktown  celebration — 

Hospitalities  to  representatives  of  France  and  Germany  a 

396,  405,  c  415,  a  669,  c  671 
Order  for  delegation  from  city  government  rejected  c  637 
Ninth  regiment:   allowance,   order  referred  a  645;   report, 

order  passed  a  66S 
Return  of  governor,  closing  streets,  order  passed  a  670 

Young,  Ann- 
River  st.  (Dorchester),  widening,  $200  damages,  order  passed 
a  591 

Young,  Thomas- 
River  st.,  widening,  $125  damages,  order  passed  a  837 

Zeigler,  A.— 

89  and  91  Pynchon  st.  (ward  21)  wooden  addition  to  build- 
ing, petition  a  677 ;  report  aud  order  a  S62,  c  865,  911 , 
a  912 
Ziegler,  Alfred- 
Elected  representative  a  747 
Zinn,  W.  H.— 

55  Temple  place,  electric  lights,  permit  a  808 
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The  Mayor  ana  members  elect  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  were  called  to  order  at  10.15  A.  M. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Common 
Council  that  a  quorum  of  that  body  were  present 
and  were  ready  to  be  qualified.  Itfimediately  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  accompanied  by  Chief  Justice 
Gray  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  and  the 
Chaplain,  Rev.  Rufus  Ellis,  D.  D.,  proceeded  to 
the  Council  Chamber. 

The  members  elect  of  the  Common  Council  as- 
sembled in  the  Council  Chamber,  and  were  called 
to  order  at  10  A.  M.,  by  Nahum  M.  Morrison  of 
Ward  23,  the  senior  member,  who  said,  "Gentle- 
men—I do  not  propose  to  make  any  extended  re- 
marks on  this  occasion,  but  you  will  permit  me 
to  say,  as  one  of  the  humblest  members  of  this 
branch,  that  I  hope  the  good  feeling  and  unanim- 
ity that  are  visible  here  this  morning  may  be 
typical  of  our  proceedings  during  the  year.  Gen- 
tlemen, what  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Council?" 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10,  a  com- 
mittee to  collect  credentials  was  appointed  by  the 
Chair,  viz.:  Messrs.  Freeman  of  Ward  10,  Morri- 
son of  Ward  i,  and  Hosley  of  Ward  15.  The  com- 
mittee performed  the  duty  assigned  to  them  and 
reported  that  sixty-one  "members  elect  were 
present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23,  that  gen- 
tleman was  appointed  a  committee  to  inform  the 
Mayor  and  Board  of  Aldermen  elect  that  a  quo- 
rum of  the  Council  elect  are  present  ready  to  be 
qualified.  Mr.  Brown  retired,  and  presently  re- 
ported that  he  had  performed  the  duty  assigned, 
and  that  the  Mayor  and  members  elect  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  would  soon  be  present  for  the 
purpose  of  qualification. 

Hon.  Frederick  O.  Prince,  the  Mayor  elect, 
Hon.  Horace  Gray,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  Rev.  Dr.  Ellis,  the  members  elect 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  City  Clerk  en- 
tered the  Council  Chamber  and  took  seats  with 
the  members  elect  of  the  Council. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Dr.  Ellis,  as  follows : 

God  of  all  Power  and  Grace,  who  art  the  au- 
thor and  giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  girt, 
lift  upon  us,  we  pray  thee,  the  light  of  thy  coun- 
tenance. Not  without  thee,  O  God,  may  we  meet 
together,  for  except  the  Lord  keep  the  city,  the 
watchman  waketh  up  in  vain.  Thou  knowest 
what  things  we  have  need  of  before  we  ask  them, 
and  thy  will  concerning  us  is  ever  the  best,  and 
we  would  not  dare  to  ask  thee  for  this,  or  for  that, 
and  yet  we  would  pray  a  faithful  prayer, 
commending  unto  thy  great  love  this  place  of 
our  habitations,  with  all  its  high  and  holy  in- 
terests. We  thank  thee  for  its  proud  memories 
and  for  its  dear  hopes.  We  thank  thee  for  its 
fathers  and  mothers  and  sons  and  daughters. 
We  thank  thee  for  so  many  who  have  filled  with 
honor  its  high  places  of  service,  and  we  thank 
thee,  Father,  for  the  unnamed  and  the  lowly,  as 
well  as  for  the  wise  and  the  mighty.  And  since, 
in  thy  good  providence,  these  thy  servants,  who 
are  to  oe  our  rulers,  shall  receive  from  thy  hand 
this  day,  this  swift  and  solemn  trust,  we  pray 
that  they  may  remember  that  the  words  uttered 
here  on  earth  are  recorded  in  the  heaven- 
ly places,  and  let  the  preparation  of  their  hearts 
and  the  answer  of  their  lips  be  from  thee. 
May  we  render  unto  Caesar  the  things  which  are 
Caesar's  and  uutoGod  the  things  which  are  God's, 
and  in  thee  may  we  live  and  move  and  have  our 
being,  day  by  day  and  hour  by  hour,  and  in  our 
weekday  walk  and  work.  And  seeing  that  here 
below  there  is  nothing  perfect,  may  we  be  patient 
together;  may  we  bear  one  another's  burdens, 
and  may  we  study  the  things  that  make  for 
peace,  as  the  children  of  one  God  and  one 
Father.  A.nd  since  we  desire  a  better  city  and 
a  more  heavenly  country,  may  we  strive,  with 
all  that  in  us  lies,  to  make  this  world  better. 
Oh  grant  unto  us  thy  mighty  help.  Bless 
our  nation,  our  Commonwealth,  and  all  our  rulers 
and  our  magistrates  !  Oh  grant  unto  us  this  day, 
and  all  days,  thy  presence.  Oh  thou  God  of  the 
patriarchs  and  of  the  prophets,  God  and  Father 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  let  this  year  be  crowned 
with  thy  goodness,  aud  let  the  earth  be  filled  with 
thy  righteousness  and  with  thy  peace.     And   in 


the  words  which  our  Lord  hath  taught  us,  may 
we  ail  say  unto  thee:  Our  Father,  which  art  in 
heaven,  hallowed  be  thy  name,  thy  kingdom  come, 
thy  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven.  Give 
us  this  day  our  daily  bread,  and  forgive  us  our 
trespasses,  as  we  forgive  those  that  trespass 
against  us,  and  lead  us  not  into  temptation,  hut 
deliver  us  from  evil,  for  thine  is  the  kingdom  and 
the  power  and  the  glory,  for  ever  and  ever 
Amen. 

The  usual  oaths  of  office  were  administered  to 
the  Mayor  elect  by  Chief  Justice  Gray,  and  the 
Mayor  administered  the  usual  oaths  of  office  to 
the  members  elect  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
Common  Council,  as  follows: 

Board  of  Aldermen. 
William  Woolley,  Clinton  Viles,  Hugh  O'Brien, 
Lucius  Slade,  Charles  Henry  Bass  Breck,  James 
Joseph  Flynn,  Joseph  Augustus  Tucker,  Charles 
Varney  Whitteu,  Joseph  Caldwell,  Charles  Henry 
Hersey,  George  Curtis,  Cyrus  Summerrieid  Halde- 
man. 

Common   Council. 

Ward  1 -Clarence  P.  Lovell,  Peter  Morrison, 
Jesse  M.  Gove. 

Ward  2— Christopher  P.Conlin,  Charles  F.  Quig- 
ley. 

Ward  3— Matthew  Walsh,  William  L.  Harding, 
Francis  J.  Murphy. 

Ward  4-Otis  B.  Dudley,  Audrew  J.  Bailey, 
Henry  W.  B.  Cotton. 

Ward  5— Francis  W.  Pray,  John  P.  Hilton, 
George  F.  Mullett. 

Ward  G— Philip  J.  McLaughlin,  James  F.  Dalv, 
Martin  S   McCormick. 

Ward  7— John  Doherty,  William  J.  Welch. 

Ward  8— John  B.  Fitzpatrick,  Alaen  E.  Viles, 
John  J.  Boyle. 

Ward  9— Henry  Parkman,  Malcolm  S.  Green- 
ough. 

Ward  10— Charles  Wheeler,  James  G  Freeman, 
Eugene  B.  Hagar. 

Ward  11-William  F.  Wharton,  Charles  H.  Wil- 
liams, George  L.  Huntress. 

Ward  12— William  H.  Whitmore,  Thomas  J. 
Denney,  Patrick  H.  Cronin. 

Ward  13— Thomas  H.  Devlin,  Charles  A.  Pow- 
ers. 

Ward  14— Howard  Clapp,  Albert  F.  Lauten,  Otis 
D.  Dana. 

Ward  15— Frank  F.  Farwell,  Henry  E.  Hosley, 
William  E.  Bartlett. 

Ward  16— John  E.  Bowker,  Isaac  Rosnosky.  Da- 
vid F.  Barry. 

Ward  17— Dudley  R.  Child,  Leander  Beal,  Wil- 
liam H.  Ford. 

Ward  18— Thomas  N.  Hart,  Nathaniel  Brimbe- 
com,  Thomas  J.  Emery. 

Ward  19— Jeremiah  J.  McNamara,  James  Tee- 
van. 

Ward  20  -William  C.  Fisk,  Arthur  F.  Means. 

Ward  21— Charles  E.  Pratt,  Nathan  G.  Smith, 
Thomas  R.  Mathews. 

Ward  22— Michael  W.  Costello. 

Ward  23— Nahum  M.  Morrison,  Alfred  S.  Brown, 
Nelson  S.  Wakefield. 

Ward  24— Horace  B.  Clapp,  Reuben  S.  Swan, 
Otis  Eddy. 

Ward  25— Austin  Bigelow. 

The  Mayor  then  delivered  his  inaugural  address, 
after  which  the  usual  oaths  of  office  were  admin- 
istered to  Councilmen-elect  Joseph  B.  Gomez  of 
Ward  13,  Joseph  P.  Connell  of  Ward  20  and  Ahram 
T.  Rogers  ot  Ward  22. 

The  convention  then  dissolved. 

Board    of    Aldermen. 

Upon  returning  to  the  Aldermen's  room,  the 
Mayor  took  the  chair,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Woolley  the  Board  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a 
Chairman,  with  the  following  result: 

Whole  number   of  votes  cast n 

Necessary  for  a  choice 6 

Hugh  O'Brien  had n 

Alderman  O'Brien  was  declared  elected. 

Upon  taking  the  chair  the  Chairman  delivered 
the  following  address: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen— I  return 
my  sincere  thanks  for  the  honorable  position  iu 
which  you  have  so  unanimously  placed  me,  and 
will  endeavor  to  perform  the  work  so  impartially 
that,  I  trust,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  you  will  not 
regret  your  action. 

Very  important  business  will  come  before  vou 
during  the  year,  and  your  action  will  be  closely 
watched  by  your   fellow  citizens,  because  the  re- 
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suits  are  brought  home  to  all  by  taxation  directly 
or  indirectly. 

The  Hoard  of  Aldermen  have  an  important  con- 
trol over  !he  expenditure  of  money,  and  it  is  your 
business  to  see  that  no  expenditures  are  made 
that  are  not  demanded  by  public  necessity. 

Although  we  have  recently  celebrated  our  250th 
anniversary.  Dur  city  is  still  In  its  infancy  Our 
progress  has  been  so  rapid  during  the  past  fifty 
years,  we  have  outgrown  nearly  all  our  improve- 
ments. Hetter  accommodation  for  our  courts 
has  become  a  necessity,  and  some  plan  should  be 
agreed  upon  that  will  'meet  the  wants  of  the  public 
without  taxing  our  citizens  too  heavily.  Ourpres- 
ent  City  Hall  was  scarcely  built  before  it  was  found 
too  small  to  accommodate  the  different  depart- 
ments. Some  are  now  so  cramped  for  room  that 
new  offices  are  constantly  asked  for.  We  have 
expended  large  sums  of  money  to  obtain  a  full 
supply  of  water,  but  our  citizens  very  justly  com- 
plain iliat  the  means  of  distribution  is  not  equal 
to  their  wants,  and  a  large  increase  in  our  high- 
service  supply  has  b'  come  a  necessity.  This, with 
new  Btorage  Basins,  will  involve  a  large  expendi- 
ture of  money—  an  expenditure  that  we  should 
not  hesitate  to  meet,  as  thousands  of  families 
are  now  suffering  on  this  account.  There  is  no 
tax  so  wibingly  paid  as  our  water  tax,  and  the  in- 
come from  mat  department  has  been  fully  equal 
to  the  consumption.  A  new  bridge  -to  Charles- 
town,  increased  ferry  accommodations  with  East 
.  and  a  new  bridge  to  the  South  Boston 
flats  arc  forced  upon  US  by  our  rapid  growth,  and 
demand  your  favorable  consideration.  All  these 
improvements  involve  a  large  expenditure  of 
money,  aud  will  require  your  careful  considera- 
tion. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  enumerate  other 
new  improvements,  that  from  year  to  year,  for' 
some  years  past,  have  been  demanded  by  our 
citizens.  The  fact  that  they  are  asked  for  is  an 
indication  that  our  city  is  not  standing  still,  and 
that  it  is  our  duty  to  meet,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
reasonable  wants  01  our  citizens.  All  measures 
that  tei.d  to  increase  our  commerce,  increase  our 
manufacturing  industry,  and  make  our  city  at- 
tiactive  as  a  residence,  should  not  be  neglected 
or  overlooked.  Money  expended  in  this  respect 
will  return  to  us  tenfold. 

It  would  be  well  for  us  to  remember,  however, 
that  real  estate  bears  the  burden  of  taxation,  ami 
that  real  estate  has  not  fully  recovered  from  the 
depression  of  the  past  few  years.  Our  business 
has  largely  increased,  but  notwithstanding  this 
increase,  the  Assessors'  valuations  are  som»  $108,- 
000,000  less  than  a  Jew  years  ago,  and  on  this 
reduced  valuation  taxation  must  be  based. 
It  would  be  well  for  us  to  ask,  in  this  connec- 
tion, when  expensive  improvements  are  de- 
manded, if  real  estate  can  bear- the  burden.  Wc 
know  how  easy  it  is  to  eovei  up  p  roperty 

so  as   to  escape   taxation,  and   l'htBHki  burden 

entirely    on    real  .estate      II    per- 

could  be  made  to  pay  its  just  proportion  oi 
tion,our  citizens  would  have  less  reason  to  com- 
plain ot  their  tax  bills. 

Early  in  the  year  you  will  be  called  upon 
to  consider  the  amount  of  money  requir- 
ed by  each  department  the  coming 
year.  Considerable  of  this  expenditure,  after 
it  is  once  appropriated,  passes  into 
the  hands  of  departments  over  whom  you  have  no 
control.  All  expenditures  should,  therefore,  be 
carefully  examined,  aud  if  not  found  to  be  a 
necessity  should  be  voted  down  without  hesita- 
tion, 'there  is  also  constant  pressure  on  the  City 
Government  for  large  expenditure,,  iron,  differ- 
ent sections  of  the  city,  but  wc  should  bear  in 
mind  that  taxes  the  past  year  have  been  very 
and  that  it  is  our  duty  to  make  a  reduction 
if  possible, in  all  departments  where  it  can  be  (lone 
without  injury  to  any  public  interest.  You  will 
rind  it  very  frequently  the  case  that  manv  who 
complain  of  their  tax  bills  are  the  most  pressing 
for  increased  expenditures  on  streets,  sewers  and 
,  and  indorse  the  most  expensive  improve- 
ments. At  the  end  of  the  year  the  rate  ol  taxa- 
i  lone  thought  of,  withou:  taking  into  cori- 
i  WOI  k  petitioned  for  or 
the  work  actually  performed.  It  appears  to  me 
that  the  rate  ol  taxation  should  not  exceed  $13 
on  a  thousand,  but  you  will  lind  it  difficult  to 
keep  within  this  limit  unless  you  have  the  courage 
to  cut  off  all  expensive  schemes  ol  doubtful  ne- 
cessity or  expediency. 

I  win  not  tax  your  time  with  any  further  re- 
marks, and  announce  that  the  Hoard  is  now  ready 
to  proceed  to  business. 


On  motion  of  Alderman  Breck,  a  message  was 
sent  to  the  Common  Council  informing  them  that 
Alderman  Hugh  O'Brien  had  been  duly  chosen 
Chairman  of  this  Board. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley,  the  Hoard 
proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Committee  on  Accounts. 

Joseph  A.  Tucker,  Charles  V.  Whitten  and  C.  S. 
Haldeman  each  had  11  votes,  and  were  chosen 
members  of  said  committee  on  the  part  ot  the 
Hoard. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order— That  a  special 
committee,  consisting  of  three  members  of  this 
Board,  tie  appointed  to  determine  and  pay  the 
allowances  of  State  aid,  pursuant  to  existing  acts 
of  the  Legislature,  and  that  said  committee  have 
power  to  employ  a  paymaster  ami  such  clerical 
assistance  as  may  be  required  for  that  purpose, 
and  that  the  expense  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Soldiers' Relief.  Passed,  and  Alder- 
men Slade,  Caldwell  and  Haldeman  were  appoint- 
ed on  said  committee. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order— That  a  Joint 
Special  Committee,  consisting  of  three  members 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  with  such  as  the  Com- 
mon Council  may  join,  be  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  the  construction  of  the  improved  sys- 
tem of  sewerage  during  the  present  municipal 
year.  Passed,  and  Aldermen  Slade,  Woolley  and 
Hersey  were  appointed  on  said  committee.  Sent 
down. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order— That  the  joint 
rules  and  orders  of  the  City  Council  of  1880  be 
adopted  as  the  joint  rules  and  ordeis  of  the  pres- 
ent City  Council  until  otherwise  ordered,  and  that 
the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  with  one 
otlnr  member  of  that  branch,  and  the  President 
and  two  members  of  the  Common  Council  be  a 
committee  to  examine  and  report  if  any  additions 
or  alterations  are  needed  therein.  Passed,  and 
Alderman  Viles  was  appointed  on  said  commit- 
tee. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Common 
Council  that  they  had  organized  by  the  choice 
of  Andrew  J.  Bailey  as  President  and  Wash- 
ington P.  Gregg  as  Clerk. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn,  a  message  was 
sent  to  the  Common  Council  proposing  a  jolnh. 
convention  forthwith  for  the  election  of  a  City 
Clerk  for  the  present  municipal  year. 

Notice  was  leceived  that  the  Common.  Council 
had  concurred  in  the  request  for  a  joint  conven- 
tion, and  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  proceeded  to 
the  Council  Chamber  to  lorm  the  convention; 
after  which  the  Hoard  returned  to  their  chamber, 
and  business  was  resumed. 

An  order  was  received  from  the  other  branch 
for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  eight  on 
joint  rules  and  orders,  which  differed  Irom  the 
one  passed  by  the  Hoard  in  that  the  present  rules 
were  adopted  until  otherwise  ordered  by  either 
branch. 

Alderman  Slade— I  notice  that  there  is  an  un- 
usual phraseology  in  that  order,  the  words,  "until 
otherwise  ordered  by  either  branch."  I  do  not 
think  a  vote  of  either  branch  can  annul  a  joint 
rule.    1  move  to  strike  out  those  words. 

Alderman  Tucker—The  order  that  we  passed 
before  suits  me.  1  move  to  substitute  that  order 
for  the  one  which  came  from  the  Common  Coun- 
cil. 

Alderman  Slade  accepted  the  amendment,  and 
the  Board  so  voted.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Tucker  offered  an  order— That  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  Hoard  ol  Aldermen  of 
1880  be  adopted  as  the  rules  and  orders  of  this 
Board  until  otlierwiseordered,  and  that  Aldermen 

he  a  committee  to  consider  and  report  if  any 

alterations  or  additions  are  needed.  Passed,  anil 
Aldermen  Viles  and  Slade  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

Alderman  Caldwell  offered  an  order— That,  un- 
til otherwise  ordered,  MoidayS  at  four  o'C'ock  1". 
M.  be  assigned  as  the  days  ana  hour  for  holding 
the  regular  meetings  of  this  Hoard.     Passed. 

Notice  was  received  Irom  the  Common  Council 
of  a  vacancy  in  that  branch  by  the  death  of  Dan- 
iel J.  Sweeney,  member  elect  from  Ward  L',  and 
on  motion  ot  Alderman  Woolley  the  following 
was  passed  : 

Ordered,  That  warrants  be  issued  for  meetings 
ol  the  legal  voters  of  Ward  No.  2,  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  at  their  several  polling  plates  within  the 
voting  precincts  of  said  ward'  in  which  tin  v  re- 
spectively reside,  on  Saturday,  the  loth  of  Janu- 
ary instant,  at  eight  o'clock  A.  M.,  then  and  there 
to  give  in  their  ballots  for  one  qualified  voter  and 
inhabitant  of  said  ward  to  he  a  member  of  the 
Common   Council   ol   this  city  to  fill  the  vacancy 


CITY      GOVERNMENT, 


caused  by  the  decease  of  Daniel  J.  Sweeney,  the 
polls  to  'be  kept  open  until  three  o'clock  P.  M. 
Passed. 

The  City  Clerk  announced  the  appointment  of 
John  T.  Priest  as  Assistant  City  Clerk.  Con- 
firmed. 

Adjourned,  and  stood  adjourned  till  Monday 
next,  at  four  P.  M. 

Common    Council. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23  resumed  the  chair 
after  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  retired  from  the 
chamber. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  offered  an  order— That 
a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  collect,  as- 
sort and  count  ballots  for  a  President  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  for  the  year  ensuing.  Passed,  and 
Messrs.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16,  Williams  of  Ward 
11,  and  Means  of  Ward  20  were  appointed  said 
committee.  They  performed  the  duty  assigned 
them  and  presently  reported  as  follows  : 

Whole  number  of  votes *i0 

Necessary  for  a  choice 31 

Andrew  J.  Bailey  of  Ward  4  had 58 

Blanks 2 

Mr.  Bailey  was  declared  elected.  Messrs. 
Greenough  of  Ward  9  and  Pratt  of  Ward  21  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  conduct  Mr.  Bailey  to 
the  chair. 

Mr.  Bailey  took  the  chair  and  said — 

Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council  —  I  feel 
deeply  the  kindness  which  has  led  you  to  select 
me  to  preside  over  your  deliberations,  and  I 
trust  that  with  your  assistance  I  shall  perform 
the  duties  of  this  office  in  such  a  manner,  and 
conduct  the  affairs  of  this  body  so  that  you  may 
never  regret  your  choice.  I  do  not  propose  to 
mention  in  detail  the  several  questions  which 
will  be  presented  to  yon,  but  you  will  find  on  the 
files  imDortant  matters  referred  to  you  by  the  last 
City  Council.  To  these  I  invite  the  attention  of 
the  several  committees  immediately  on  their 
appointment.  Besides  the  address  of  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  which  has  just  been  delivered,  I  com- 
mend to  your  perusal,  also,  the  closing  addresses 
of  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of 
last  year,  and  the  President  of  the  Common 
Council  of  last  year.  They  are  the  words  of  men 
whose  long  experience  in  the  affairs  of  our  city 
entitle  them  to  your  fullest  confidence,  and  the 
suggestions  which  they  offer  should  command 
your  highest  respect.  The  work  before  you  is 
great,  and  will  demand  your  time  and  study;  for 
you  will  be  required  to  maintain  the  present  ex- 
cellent condition  of  all  the  departments  of  our 
city,  and  at  the  same  time  reduce  the  high 
rate  of  taxation  which  has  so  justly  alarmed 
our  people.  I  trust  we  shall  all  bring 
to  the  task  such  careful  consideration, 
that  at  the  end  of  our  term  we  may  look  back 
upon  a  year  well  spent  and  of  profit  to  the  city, 
Again,  gentlemen,  I  thank  you  for  the  honor  you 
have  conferred  upon  me,  and  I  await  your  pleas- 
ure. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  collect  and  count  the 
votes  for  a  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  for  the 
present  year,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Wheeler  of 
Ward  10,  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  and  Lauten  of 
Ward  14. 

Whole  number  of  votes 63 

Necessary  to  a  choice 32 

J.O'Kane 1 

Washington  P.  Gre  gg 62 

Mr.  Gregg  was  declared  elected  and  the  usual 
oath  of  office  was  administered  to  him  by  the 
City  Solicitor,  John  P.  Healy. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10  moved  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  inform  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen 
that  the  Common  Council  had  orgatized  by  the 
choice  of  Andrew  J.  Bailey  as  President  and 
Washington  P.  Gregg  as  Clerk.  Carried,  and  Mr. 
Hagar  was  appointed  said  committee.  Ho  re- 
tired and  presently  reported  that  he  had  per- 
formed the  duty. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  the  rules  of  the  Common  Council  of  1880  be 
and  they  are  hereby  adopted  as  the  rules  of  this 
body  until  otherwise  ordered,  and  that  Messrs. 

be  a  committee  to    report   what  changes 

or  additions  are  necessary.  Passed,  and  Messrs. 
Whitmore  of  Ward  12,  Pratt  of  Ward  21  and 
Greenough  of  Ward  9  were  appointed  said  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  the  President  of  this  Council  be  requested 
to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances of  this  year. 


Mr.  Whitmore— I  offer  this  order  because,  as 
members  of  the  Council  of  last  year  are  aware, 
one  of  the  most  important  duties  which  wili  de- 
volve upon  the  memoersof  this  Council  is  the 
consideration  of  the  revised  ordinances.  Our 
present  President  was  not  only  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  of  last 
year,  but  was  also  one  of  the  sub-commit- 
tee who  devoted  several  months  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  new  draft  of  the  ordinances  which 
has  been  referred  to  this  City  Council.  Having 
served  on  that  committee  and  that  sub-commit- 
tee myself,  I  feel  that  this  Council  cannot  afford 
to  lose  the  benefit  of  his  experience  and  knowl- 
edge in  the  matter.  As  the  President  would  not 
appoint  himself  upon  the  committee  unless  in- 
structed so  to  do  by  the  Council,  I  have  offered 
the  order  for  that  purpose.  I  hope  the  Council 
will  concur  with  me  in  the  estimate  I  have  placed 
upon  the  value  of  the  services  of  our  esteemed 
President,  aud  pass  the  order. 

The  order  was  parsed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  the  joint  rules  of  the  City  Council  of  1880  be 
and  are  hereby  adopted  as  the  joint  rules  of  the 
present  City  Council  until  otherwise  ordered 
by  either  branch  thereof,  and  that  a  joint 
special  committee,  consisting  of  three  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  five  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council,  be  appointed  to 
examine  and  report  what  changes  and  additions 
are  necessary.  Passed,  and  Messrs.  Whitmore  of 
Ward  12,  Pratt  of  Ward  21  and  Greenough  of 
Ward  P,  Hagar  of  Ward  10  and  Pray  of  Ward  5 
were  appointed  on  said  committee.  '  Sent  up. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  offered  an  order— That  a 
message  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  that  a 
vacancy  exists  in  the  Common  Council  caused  by 
the  death  of  Daniel  J.  Sweeney,  a  member-elect 
to  this  body  from  Ward  2.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen that  they  had  organized  by  the  choice  of 
Hugh  O'Brien  as  Chairman.    Placed  on  file. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen proposing  a  joint  convention  forthwith 
for  the  election  of  City  Clerk  for  the  present  mu- 
nicipal year.    The  Council  concurred. 

The  Mayor  and  Board  of  Aldermen  entered  the 
council  chamber,  and  a  joint  convention  was 
held. 

JOINT  CONVENTION. 

The  Mayor  announced  that  this  convention  was 
held  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  City  Clerk  for 
the  present  municipal  year. 

Alderman    Flynn    arid   Councilmen     Welch    of 
Ward  7  and  Greenough  of  Ward  9  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes   for   City 
Clerk. 
They  reported  as  follows: 

Whole  number  of  ballots 74 

Necessarv  for  a  choice 38 

Samuel  F.  McCleary 70 

Blanks 1 

For  ineligible  candidates 3 

Mr.  McCleary  was  declared  elected,  and  the 
usual  oaths  of  office  were  administered  to  him  by 
the  Mayor. 

The  usual  oaths  of  office  were  administered  to 
the  following-named  member-elect  of  the  Com- 
mon Council:    John  A.  McLaughlin  of  Ward  7. 

The  business  for  which  the  convention  assem- 
bled having  been  accomplished,  it  was  dissolved, 
and  the  Mayor  aud  Aldermen  retired  from  the 
Council  Chamber. 

COMMON  COUNCIL  RESUMED. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  offered  an  order— That 
a  joint  special  committee,  consisting  of  five  mem- 
bers of  this  board,  with  such  as  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  to  take  charge 
of  the  construction  of  the  improved  system  of 
sewerage. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— It  seems  to  me  there 
is  no  necessity  for  passing  that  order,  as  I  under- 
stand the  Board  of  Aldermen  have  passed  a  simi- 
lar order,  and  as  it  will  te  here  directly  all  we 
will  have  to  do  will  he  to  concur. 

Mr.  Rosnosky— The  Board  of  Aldermen  have 
just  been  in  here  and  f  do  not  think  they  have 
done  any  business  yet.  I  do  not  see  what  objec- 
tion the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  can  have  to  the 
e>rder. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— As  the  order  was 
passed  first  in  this  branch  last  year,  I  believe, 
and  as  we  have  no  soecial  knowledge  of  what  the 
other  branch  have  d'oue,  I  think  we  had  better 
proceed  to  pass  the  order. 
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Mr.  Parkman  referred  to  the  minutes  of  last 
year,  showing  that  the  order  was  received  from 
the  other  branch  and  that  the  Council  concurred 
and  said," I  understood  that  tbe order  had  already 
been  passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  all 
that  we  should  have  to  do  would  he  to  concur." 
The  order  was  refused  a  second  reading. 
Mr.  Hosley  of  Ward  15  offered  an  order— That 
his  Honor  tiie  Mayor  he  requested  to  furnish  a 
copy  of  his  address',  that  the  same  may  be  printed. 
Passed.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order- 
That  BDecial  committees  of  three  ineuibrrs  of  the 
Common  Council,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen  may  joiD,  be  appointed  to  nominate  the 
following  officers:  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  Super- 
intendents of  Bridges,  Clerk  ot  Committees, 
Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public- 
Grounds,  Superintendent  of  Streets,  Su- 
perintendent of  Public  Buildings,  City  Ar- 
chitect. Superintendent  of  Sewers,  City  Mes- 
seuger,  Citj  Engineers, .City  Surveyor,  City  Reg- 
istrar, City' Solicitor,  Water  Registrar,  Commis- 
sioner of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery,  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions,  Directors  of  East  Boston 
Ferries,  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital,  Trustees 
of  tbe  Public  Library,  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cem- 
etery, Commissioneilon  the  Sinking  Funds,  Audit- 
or of  Accounts,  Treasurer,  Collector  of  Taxes, 
Weighers  and  insneetors  of  Lighters,  Managers 
of  the  Old  South  Association.    Passed.      Sent  up. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  23  offered  an  order— That  a 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  Public  Parks,  con- 
sisting of  rive  members  of  the  Common  Council, 
with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be 
appointed  to  consider  and  report  upon  tbe  sub- 
jects of  the  proposed  West  Roxbury  and  City 
Point  Parks,  addition  to  Highland  Park  and  Ar 
nold  Arboretum,  and  such  other  matters  as  may 
be  referred  to  it;  and  that  all  the  petitions,  docu- 
ments and  papers  relating  to  those  subjects  now 
before  tbe  City  Government  be  referred  to  that 
committee.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18  offered  an  order— That 
Thursday  next  at  8l,i  o'clock  P.  M.  be  assigned  as 
a  time  tor  this  Council  to  proceed  to  the  election 
of  a  Committee  on  Accounts  on  the  part  of  this 
Council. 

Passed,  and  Messrs.  Hart  of  Ward  18,  Lauten 
of  Ward  14,  and  Walsh  of  Ward  3  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  nominate  candidates. 

Mr.  Hilton  of  Ward  5  offered  an  order— That  a 
joint  special  committee  be  appointed  to  consider 
what  disposition  shall  be  made  of  the  several 
topics  in  the  Mayor's  address.  Passed,  and 
Alessrs.  Morrison  of  Ward  5,  Hart  of  Ward  18  and 
Barry  of  Ward  1C  were  appointed  on  said  com- 
mittee.   Sent  up. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  offered  an  order— That  the 
Municipal  Register  be  printed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Rules  and  Orders, 
who  may  employ  such  assistance  as  may  be 
deemed  advisable,  and  that  tbey  also  prepare  a 
pocket  edition  of  the  Rules  and  Orders  and  a  list 
of  the  members  and  committees;  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Printing. 
Passed.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order— That 
when  this  Council  adjourns  it  be  to  meet  on 
Thursday  next  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  and  that  that 
be  the  day  and  hour  for  tbe  regular  meeting  of 
the  Common  Council  until  otherwise  ordered. 
Passed. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25  offered  an  order— That 
Thursday  next,  at  eight  o'clock  P.M., be  assigned 
as  a  time  for  the  election,  on  the  part  of  this 
Council,  of  a  Standing  Committee  on  Finance. 
Passed,  and  Messrs.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25,  Park- 
man  of  Ward  9,  and  Hilton  of  Waid  5  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  nominate  candidates. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13  offered  an  order— That  a 
Oint  special  committee  consisting  of  five  mem- 
>ers  of  this  board,  with  such  as  tbe  Board  of  Al- 
dermen may  join,  be  appointed  to  resume  the 
consideration  of  tbe  report  of  the  commissioners 
on  the  treatment  of  the  poor.     Passed.     Sent  up. 

Mr.  Hilton  of  Waldo  offered  an  order— That  a 
special  committee  consisting  of  three  members  of 
this  board,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
may  join,  be  appointed  to  consider  the  subject  of 
a  new  bridge  to  Charlestown.     Passed.    Sent  up. 

1  lift  order  passed  by  this  Council  inregatdto 
the  joint  rules  and  orders  came  down  concurred 
in,  with  an  amendment  making  the  order  read  as 
follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  joint  rules  and  orders  of  the 
City  Council  ot  1880  be  adopted  as  the  joint  rules 
and  orders  of  the  present  City  Council  until  other- 
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wise  ordered,  and  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  with  one  other  member  of  that 
branch  and  the  President  and  two  members  of 
the  Common  Council,  be  a  committee  to  examine 
and  report  if  any  additions  or  alterations  are 
needed  therein. 

The  President  stated  the  effect  of  the  amend- 
ment to  be  in  the  change  iu  the  constitution  of  the 
committee,  and  that  by  the  amendment  a  vote  of 
twc-tliids  of  both  branches  would  be  i  ecessary to 
make  a  change  in  the  joint  rules,  instead  of  a  ma- 
jority vote  of  either  branch,  as  proposed  by  the 
order  passed  by  the  Common  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  hope  we  shall  not 
concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men in  either  respect.  The  reason  for  increasing 
the  number  of  the  joint  committee  to  eight,  in- 
stead of  the  customary  number  of  live,  is  because 
ot  the  decision  of  the  City  Solicitor,  niade  last 
December,  which  will  be  remembered  by  the 
members  of  the  last  City  Council,  anu  which  ren- 
ders it  highly  probable  that  a  great  number  of 
changes  and  additions  will  have  to  be  made  in 
the  joint  rules.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  more 
desirable  that  it  should  be  considered  by  a  larger 
committee  than  we  usually  have,  and  we  shall 
have,  moreover,  the  advantage  of  the  attendance 
of  three  Aldermen  instead  ot  two,  and  therefore 
be  able  to  have  a  better  opportunity  to  convince 
the  members  of  that  Board  of  the  necessity  for 
the  changes.  On  that  ooint,  however,  I  imagine 
there  will  be  very  little  dispute  and  discussion 
between  the  two  branches,  for  if  we  desire 
a  larger  committee,  I  have  no  doubt  the  Al- 
dermen, on  consideration,  will  concur  with  us. 
In  regard  to  the  fo?m  in  which  the  amendment  is 
drafted,  I  think  it  will  be  very  unwise  for  the 
Council  at  the  present  time  to  agree  to  the  old 
joint  rules.  The  motion  as  presented  by  me  would 
provide  for  the  temporary  use  of  these  joint 
rules:  but  as  for  binding  ourselves  in  advance  to 
stand  by  an  old  system  which  has  been  pro- 
nounced defective  in  many  respects,  and  which 
will  perhaps  require  to  be  examined  and  revised, 
seems  to  be  unwise  on  the  part  of  this  Council.  I 
hope,  therefore,  that  the  Council  will  non-concur 
in  the  amendment,  and  insist  upon  the  order  as 
orignally  passed;  and  I  hope  that  if  any  member 
intends  to  vote  to  the  contrary  there  will  be  some 
reason  stated  to  controvert  the  reasons  which  I 
have  given,  and  which  to  my  mind  seem  to  be  so 
weighty.  If  I  am  mistaken*  in  my  views,  I  am 
willing  to  withdraw  the  suggestions  I  have  made. 
I  rely  upon  my  experience  of  last  year,  and  upon 
the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  of  last  Decem- 
ber, and  which  I  believe  most  of  the  members  of 
the  Council  of  last  year  who  are  lawyers  consid- 
ered to  be  a  matter  of  grave  importance. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  order  as  amended  by  the  other  branch,  the 
President  read  it. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  in  thinking  it  may  be  wise  to  make  the 
committee  larger  than  is  provided  for  in  the 
amendment.  When  the  order  was  passed  here 
rather  hastily,  I  noticed  a  change  in  the  wording 
from  the  usual  form,  and  am  glad  that  tbe  Alder- 
men have  suggested  an  amendment  to  change  it, 
and  for  this  reason:  As  I  understood  the  reading 
of  the  original  Older,  it  gave  power  to  a  majority 
of  the  members  of  either  branch  to  lay  aside  the 
joint  rules,  which  would  certainly  be  very  unde- 
sirable. As  the  order  stands  now,  a  majority  vote 
of  both  branches  may  otherwise  order  in  regard 
to  the  joint  rul"S.  That  is  to  say,  it  does  not  re- 
quire a  two-thirds  vote  in  concurrence  of  both 
branches,  as  the  rules  provide  for  after  they  have 
been  finally  adopted;  but  it  requires  the  joint 
action  of  both  branches  of  the  City  Government 
to  set  aside  a  joint  rule,  just  as  I  think  it  should 
be,  and  in  which  I  think  the  members  of  the 
Council  will  agree  with  me. 

Mr,  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— The  gentleman  fails 
still  to  see  the  object  of  tbe  proposed  change.  Tbe 
matter  will  come  to  the  attention  of  the  Council 
in  this  way:  If  the  Board  of  Aldermen  refuse  to 
ma'ie  any  change — supposing  it  be  out  of  obsti- 
nacy, it  such  a  ease  can  be  imagined,  that  tbey 
would  refuse  to  make  the  change  recommended, 
and  which  it  weie  clearly  the  duty  of  the  Board 
ot  Aldermen  to  pass— by  adopting  the  course 
which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  wishes,  we 
shall  have  tied  our  hands  for  the  rest  ot  the 
year,  and  we  can  make  no  change  in,  or  addition 
to,  our  rules  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  Now,  sir,  it  seems  to  me  we  are  go- 
ing too  fast  to  say  that  we  shall  not  make  changes 
in  our  rules.    It  is  not  as  in  the  case  of  past  years 
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that  we  adopt  rules  about  which  there  is  no  dis- 
pute. But  this  year  there  is  an  opinion  of  the  City 
solicitor,  which  was  presented  to  the  last  Common 
Council,  and  nothing  but  a  lack  of  time  prevented 
some  action  being  taken  upon  ir.  1  think  there 
is  not  the  slightest  intention  on  the  part  of  this 
brancli  to  do  anything  unwise  or  uncourteous, 
but  it  will  require  a  pretty  clear  case  to  change 
the  rules  as  they  now  stand.  If  we  pass  this 
amendment  we  shall  tie  our  hands  for  the  rest  of 
the  year.  It  is  not  necessary  for  this  branch  or 
the  Hoard  of  Aldermen  to  show  any  obstinacy  by 
adhering  to  a  set  of  rules  which  may  be  illegal, 
and  by  passing  this  order  we  shall  merely  wait 
until  the  report  of  the  Committee  ou  Joint' Rules 
and  Orders.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  this  Coun- 
cil will  lie  ready  under  no  circumstances  to  make 
hasty  changes  in  tne  joint  rules,  or  to  say  that 
they  will  be  no  longer  bound  by  them.  As  I  un- 
derstand, the  distinction  between  the  rules  of 
this  body  and  the  joint  rules  is  this:  Whenever 
we  have  adopted  joint  rules  It  is  then  an  agree- 
ment between  the  two  branches  which  cannot  be 
changed  except  by  vote  of  both  branches.  There 
is  no  reason  for  taking  up  a  set  of  rules,  which 
the  highest  authorities  think  require  revi- 
sion, in  this  ha-ty  manner.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  21,  or  any  other  gentleman,  desires 
more  time  to  consider  it,  I  think  we  had  better 
postpone  further  consideration  of  the  subject 
until  the  next  meeting.  We  are  here  with  nearly 
half  of  this  body  composed  of  new  members. 
The  exercises  are  not,  perhaps,  favorable  for  due 
_  consideration.  We  are  crowded  by  outsiders  on 
the  floor  and  in  the  ante-rooms,  arid  are  not  in  a 
position  to  discuss  the  matter,  if  it  requires  any 
deliberation.  It  is  for  that  reason  that  I  ask  the 
members  not  to  pass  anoider  in  a  hurry  which 
cannot  be  changed  again  for  a  year  without  the 
consent  of  the  other  branch.  If  we  concur  in  the 
amendment,  we  are  tying  our  hands  from  further 
-  consideration  of  the  subject.  The  order  I  pro- 
posed seems  to  be  a  moderate  and  deliberate  step, 
and  yet  not  one  which  can  be  revoked  for  any 
slight  cause.  As  I  have  said,  no  member  of  this 
body  will,  I  think,  vote  to  change  the  joint  rules 
until  the  committee  have  reported. 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  16—1  move  that  this  matter 
be  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Council,  at  nine  o'clock. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10—  I  have  nothing  to  say 
except  that  I  hope  the  motion  to  assign  will  pre- 
vail. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  see  no  reason  why  there 
should  be  auy  special  assignment  of  this  subject. 
I  did  think  that  before  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  had  concluded  his  remarks  he  would  have  ex- 
tended his  vision  to  the  point  which  I  wanted  him 
to  observe.  It  is  very  true,  as  he  says,  that  this 
is  but  a  temporary  agreement.  It  is  also  true, 
and  the  principle  upon  which  we  adopt  the  rules, 
that  they  are  an  agreement  between  the  two 
branches  that  in  matters  upon  which  we  have  to 
act  in  concurrence  we  will  observe  certain  rules 
in  passing  them.  But  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  asks  us  to  agree  to  an  agreement  which  is  not 
an  agreement  to  that  effect.  But  he  asks  us  to 
agree  to  a  set  of  joint  rules  and  orders  which  may 
be  set  aside  by  a  majority  vote  of  either  branch 
whenever  they  see  fit.  What  kind  of  an 
agreement  is  that?  When  we  have  made  an 
agreement  to  act  jointly  by  certain  rules,  those 
rules  ought  not  to  be  set  aside  except  by  concur- 
rent action.  We  do  not  suppose  the  Aldermen 
are  idiots.  I  do  not  suppose  they  will  concur  in 
such  an  order,  especially  after  the  suggestion 
which  the  gentleman  has  made,  which  says  that 
we  are  not  bound  in  our  action,  but  also  provides 
for  the  adoption  of  joint  rules  by  one  branch 
which  will  be  binding  upon  both  branches.  I 
understand  the  trouble  with  the  gentleman  to  be 
that  he  wants  to  say  that  this  branch  can  set 
aside  any  one  of  those  joint  rules  by  a  majority 
vote,  and  adopt  another  set  by  the  same  process. 
That  would  be  the  effect  of  his  order,  as  1  under- 
stand it.  Now,  how  can  either  branch  modify  a 
set  of  joint  rules  by  any  reasonable  arrange- 
ment? I  think  no  further  time  is  required  to 
consider  this  question.  This  is  a  temporary  ex- 
pedient tu  adopt  a  set  of  rules  which  have  been 
good  enough  for  a  year,  and  have  been  substan- 
tially in  use  for  a  series  of  years. 

Alt'.  Whitiuore— The  gentleman  still  persists  in 
misleading  the  new  members  of  the  Council  — 
probably  not  intentionally.  I  do  not  consider  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  to  be  a  set  of  idiots.  I  do  not 
class  myself  among  them,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  21  does  not  class  himself  or  any  mem- 


bers of  this  Council  among  them.  But  the  gen- 
tleman knows  perfectly  well  that  when  we  have 
made  a  bargain  with  the  other  branch  and  passed 
a  collection  of  rules— which  I  venture  to  say  not 
one  in  three  of  the  new  members  have  looked  at, 
and  of  which  not  even  the  old  members  have  that 
knowledge  that  they  might  have— so  that  it  can 
be  changed  by  a  majority  vote,  he  is  misleading. 
Whatever  we  do  today  is  binding  until  the  other 
branch  concurs.  Having  had  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor  thrust  upon  us  in  the  last  hours  of 
the  last  Council,  I  say  there  is  reason  for  us  to 
pause  before  we  tie  ourselves  for  a  year.  I 
know  that  the  President  of  this  Council, 
if  he  could  take  the  floor,  could  state  many 
things  which  are  in  the  ordinances,  which  should 
go  into  the  joint  rules,  and  that  there  are 
many  things  in  the  joint  rules  which  should  be 
changed.  As  I  said,  I  do  not  believe  a  majority 
of  this  Council  are  going  to  do  anything  hastily. 
If  they  rested  on  my  say-so,  perhaps  they  might. 
But  a  motion  of  this  kind,  to  lay  it  over  until  the 
next  meeting,  seems  to  be  the  safest  and  wisest 
course  to  adopt.  The  assignment  to  the  next  meet- 
ing will  certainly  give  lis  time  to  consult  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Alderman  and  see  if  there 
is  likely  to  be  any  objection,  and  then  we  can 
take  the  matter  up  and  act  intelligently. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  do  not  agree  with 
the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  and  I 
agree  most  decidedly  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  21  in  the  opposition  he  has  made  to  the 
adoption  oi  the  joint  rules  as  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12.  It  seems  to  me  the 
rules  which  have  hitherto  served  so  admi- 
rably for  the  last  few  years,  except  that 
motion  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
says  you  must  omit,  are  well  enough  for 
us  to  start  upon  for  the  ordinary  business 
of  the  next  week  or  two.  If  any  changes  must  be 
made,  I  believe  the  Board  of  Aldermen  will  not  re- 
fuse to  make  them  in  concurrence  with  the  Com- 
mon Council.  I  also  agree  to  the  amendment  in 
the  constitution  of  the  committee.  I  think  there 
is  no  one  in  this  Council  so  admirably  adapted  for 
such  a  committee  as  the  President  of  this  body 
and  the  gentleman  from  Wards  12  and  21  who 
have  spoken.  I  shall  vote  for  the  amendment 
coming  from  the  Board  of  Aldermeu. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21— If  the  motion  to  postpone 
is  not  carried  I  shall  offer  an  amendment  to  pro- 
vide for  the  adoption  of  all  the  joint  rules  and 
orders  except  Rule  23,  which  provides  that  a 
change  can  be  made  only  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds 
of  both  branches,  as  that  seems  to  be  the  objec- 
tion which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  raises. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13— It  appears  to  me  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is  a  good 
one.  There  seems  to  be  a  good  deal  of  mystery 
about  this  matter  between  the  several  speakers, 
and  I  think  that  if  we  put  the  matter  off  until  the 
next  meeting  we  can  come  to  a  satisfactory  con- 
clusion. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18—1  can  see  no  hurt  in  re- 
ferring this  to  the  meeting  next  Thursday  even- 
ing. It  will  give  the  new  members  a  chance  to 
inquire  about  it. 

The  motion  to  assign  to  the  next  meeting  at 
nine  o'clock  prevailed. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order— That 
five  members  of  this  Council,  with  such  as  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  to 
take  charge  of  the  improvement  of  Stony  Brook, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  196  of  the  acts  of 
1874,  with  authority  to  remove  obstruction  in  and 
over  said  brook  or  the  tributaries  thereof,  to 
divert  the  water  and  alter  the  course  and  deepen 
the  channel  thereof,  and  to  take  and  purchase 
such  lands  as  may  he  required  for  said  purpose. 
Passed.    Sent  up. 

An  order  came  down  for  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  specal  committee  to  take  charge  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  system  of  improved  sewerage  for 
the  present  municipal  year.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11  offered  an  order— That 
the  joint  standing  committees  when  appointed 
resume  the  unfinished  business  appropriate  to 
them,  referred  from  thelasc  City  Council.  Passed. 
Sent  up. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  offered  an  order— That 
a  Standing  Committee  on  Elections  be  appointed, 
to    consist  of     Ave    members   of    this  Council. 

Mr.  Hosley  of  Ward  15  offered  an  order— That 
all  bills  for  refreshments  or  carriage  hire  in- 
curred by  the  Common  Council,  the  standing 
committees  of  the  Common  Council,  or  individual 
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members  of  the  Common  Council,  while  engaged 
in  the  discharge  of  official  duty,  after  hav- 
ing been  approved  by  the  ,  committee,  or 
by  the  members  who  incurred  the  same, 
the  President  of  the  Common  Council  is  author- 
ized to  approve,  and  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  is 
authorized  to  allow  the  same  for  payment  from 
the  contingent  fund  of  the  Common  Council,  pro- 
vided that  no  bill  shall  be  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent unless  it  shall  be  presented  to  him  for  ap- 
proval before  the  end  of  the  month  next  succeed- 
ing that  within  which  the  expense  caused  by 
such  bill  was  incurred.  Passed. 
Mi.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  presented  the  following: 
To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Common 
Council— Tour  petitioner,  Martin  T.  Folan,  re- 
spectfully represents  that  at  the  last  municipal 
election  he  received  more  votes  than  Joseph  B. 
Gomez  for  the  Common  Council  of  1881  from 
Ward  13,  and  that  he  was.  and  said  Joseph  B. 
Gomez  was  not,  duly  elected  thereto.  Wherefore 
your  petitioner  prays  that  the  said  Joseph  B. 
Gomez  may  be  deprived  of  his  seat,  and  your  pe- 
titioner admitted  thereto. 

MARTIN  T.  FOLAN. 

By  Harvey  N.  Shepard,  Attorney. 
To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Common 
Council— Your  petitioner,  Christopher  J.  Spence- 
ley,  respectfully  represents  that  at  the  last  mu- 
nicipal election  he  received  more  votes  than  Jere- 
miah J.  McNamara  for  the  Common  Council  of 


1881  from  Ward  19,  and  that  he  was,  and  said 
Jeremiah  J.  McNamara  was  not,  duly  elected 
thereto.  Wherefore  your  petitioner  prays  that 
the  said  Jeremiah  J.  McNamara  may  be  deprived 
of  his  seat  and  your  petitioner  admitted  thereto. 
Christopher  J.  Spenceley. 
By  Harvey  N.  Shepard,  Attorney. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Elections  when  appointed. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  moved  to  proceed  to 
the  choice  of  seats. 

Mr.  Lauten  moved  that  Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward 
23  and  the  senior  member  and  Mr.  Whitmore  of 
Ward  12,  ex-President  of  the  Council,  be  allowed 
to  choose  their  seats  anywhere  in  the  chamber. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23  hoped  no  such  indul- 
gence would  be  granted  him,  as  he  was  willing  to 
take  his  chances  with  the  rest. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  moved  to  amend  so  that 
the  members  of  the  Council  of  last  year  have  the 
privilege  of  retaining  their  old  seats  if  they  deem 
it  advisable. 

The  amendment  was  rejected.  The  original 
motion  was  declared  lost.  Mr.  Lauten  doubted 
the  vote.  The  Council  was  divided— 29  for,  30 
against. 

The  members  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  seats 
in  the  usual  manner. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13, 
and  stood  adjourned  until  Thursday  next  at  7l/2 
P.M. 
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Regular  meeting  at  7%  P.  M.,  Andrew  J.  Bailey, 
President,  in  the  chair. 

MEMBERS    QUALIFIED. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  presented  the  creden- 
tials of  Mr.  James  W.  Pope,  member-elect  of  the 
Common  Council  from  Ward  9,  and  moved  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  conduct  him  to  he 
qualified.  Carried,  and  Mr.  Parkman  was  ap- 
pointed said  committee.  The  committee  retired, 
and  presently  reported  that  Mr.  Pope  had  been 
duly  qnalitied  b,  the  City  Clerk,  and  was  entitled 
to  a  seat  in  the  Common  Council.  Mr.  Pope  took 
his  seat  at  the  board. 

The  President  read  the  following: 

Crrr  Clhkk's  Office,        1 
Boston,  Jan.  6,  1881. ) 

P.  James  Maguire,  a  member-elect  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  this  city  from  Ward  19,  whose 
certificate  of  election  is  herewith  transmitted, 
was  this  day  qualified  by  taking  and  subscribing 
the  prescribed  oaths  of  office  before  me. 

S.  F.  McCleary, 

City  Clerk. 

Placed  on  file. 

STANDING  COMMITTEE  ON  ELECTIONS. 

The  President  announced  the  following  as  the 
Standing  Committee  on  Elections  of  the  Common 
Council:  Messrs.  Wharton  of  Ward  11,  Deoney  of 
Ward  12,  Welch  of  Ward  7,  Wheeler  of  Ward  10 
and  Means  of  Ward  20. 

JOINT  RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— I  move  to  suspend 
the  rule  in  order  that  we  may  take  up  the  special 
assignment  for  nine  o'clock.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested to  me  that  unless  some  action  is  taken  in 
regard  to  the  joint  rules,  we  can  hardly  proceed 
to  any  elections  covered  by  those  rules.  The  mo- 
tion I  have  offered  will  meet  with  very  little 
trouble,  and  we  shall  be  able  to  pass  upon  the 
joint  rules,  at  least  so  far  as  this  body  is  con- 
cerned. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  Council  took 
up  the  special  assignment  for  nine  o'clock  P.  M., 
viz.: 

Order  for  a  committee  to  consider  and  report 
on  the  subject  of  joint  rules,  and  for  the  adop- 
tion of  the  rules  of  last  year  until  otherwise  or- 
dered. 

The  questinn  was  upon  concurring  with  the 
Boara  of  Aldermen  in  the  amendment  made  to 
the  order  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  offer  a  substitute  for 
the  order,  because  an  amendment  having  been 
made  by  the  other  branch,  it  will,  perhaps1,  rather 
confuse  the  matter.  I  offer  the  following  as  a 
substitute  for  the  amended  order,  and  will  ex- 
plain it  ifterwards. 

The  President— Mr.  Whitmore  moves  to  non- 
concur with  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  offers 
the  following  as  a  substitute: 

Ordered,  That  the  first  eighteen  of  the  joint 
rules  of  the  City  Council  of  1880  be  and  are  hereby 
adopted  as  joint  rules  of  this  City  Council,  with 
the  omission  of  the  words  "call  meetings  of  the 
committee  and"  in  the  second  rule;  and  that  a 
joint  committee  consisting  of  three  Aldermen  and 
five  members  of  the  Common  Council  be  appoint- 
ed to  consider  and  report  any  changes  or  addi- 
tions which  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  Council  will  observe  that 
all  the  principal  joint  rules  are  contained  In  the 
first  eighteen  rules.  The  reason  why  I  desired  to 
have  the  matter  postponed  before,  for  delibera- 
tion, was  on  account  of  the  objections  which  I 
feel  towards  passing  Rules  19,  20,  21  and  22.  Rule 
23  was  to  be  suspended  under  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  21.  It  calls  for  a  two-thirds 
vote  when  any  of  the  joint  rules  are  to  be  sus- 
pended. All  these  rules  describe  the  manner  in 
which  money  is  to  be  spent  from  the  funds  of 
both  branches.  The  present  system,  I  think  all 
the  members  will  agree  with  me,  is  very  bad 
indeed.  The  system  is  bad  and  the  working 
of  it  is  bad.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Council  to  a  few  figures  to  show  that  this  is 
by  no  means  a  trivial  subject.  The  expenditures 
for  the  financial  year  1879-80,  for  the  incidental 


expenses  of  both  branches,  confining  myself 
merely  to  the  items  of  carriage  hire  and  refresh- 
ments, amounted  to  $15,833.66— nearly  $16,000, 
spent  by  both  branches  for  refreshments  and  car- 
riages. Believing,  as  I  do,  that  the  present  sys- 
tem tor  spending  money  is  wasteful  and  extrava- 
gant, and  that  a  better  one  can  be  devised,  it 
seemed  to  me  we  ought  not  to  be  in  a  great  hurry 
to  perpetuate  the  old  system.  I  have  made  a 
few  figures  to  show  the  plan  upon  which  it  is 
conducted  at  present.  Each  branch— the  Alder- 
men and  the  Common  Council— annually  vote 
themselves  a  certain  sum  of  money  for  contingent 
expenses.  Besides  teat,  every  committee  In 
charge  of  an  appropriation  is  allowed  to  charge 
its  incidental  expenses  to  that  appropriation. 
The  consequence  is  that  any  one  examining  the 
accounts,  aDd  not  familiar  with  the  system,  will 
find  one  committee  charging  its  expenses  to  one 
account  and  another  committee  charging  its  ex- 
penditures to  another  account.  I  find  that  the 
total  amount  of  expenses  of  the  various 
committees  was  $4657,  that  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  Common  Council  amounted 
to  $3100,  and  that  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
to  $3288.  There  are  three  committees  which  are 
composed  entirely  of  Aldermen,  so  that  I  am  able 
to  say  that  a  fair  division  of  the  expenses  be- 
tween the  two  branches  would  be  this,  that  the 
Aldermen  have  spent  $7543.28,  and  the  Common 
Council  $6399  55.  In  other  words,  the  expense  for 
eaoh  Alderman  amounts  to  about  $550,  and  the 
expense  of  each  Councilman  to  about  $90.  I  do 
nor.  desi'e  to  go  into  this  matter  of  the  various 
committees,  because  I  am  merely  showing  how 
the  money  is  spent.  I  do  not  wish  to  attribute 
any  extravagance  to  any  committee  in  the  ex- 
I  enditures  lor  the  past  year,  but  I  do  wish  to  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  this  money  has  been 
spent  in  a  very  irregular  manner,  and  that  no 
proper  system  of  accounts  has  been  kept.  One  of 
the  rule-,  the  twentieth.which  caused  considerable 
discussion,  provides  that  no  bill  for  refreshments 
which  include  liquois  or  cigars  shall  be  approved 
by  the  Chairman  unless  it  has  been  authorized  by 
the  board  or  committee.  The  result  is  that  every 
committee  passes  a  vote  for  the  Chairman  to  ap- 
prove bills.  Then  the  bills  are  brought  in  with- 
out any  details,  all  in  gross,  and  every  member  is 
held  accountable  for  the  entire  expenses  of  his 
committee.  It  seems  to  me  that  without  inter- 
fering with  the  privileges  of  the  Aldermen  or 
members  of  the  Common  Council,  this  system  is 
defective,  and  should  be  changed.  If  we  do  not 
do  it  now,  it  will  be  too  late  when  the  rules  have 
been  adopted  by  both  branches.  It  has  occurred 
to  me  that  it  will  be  best  to  have  every  member 
responsible  for  every  expenditure  which  he  in- 
cuis.  Bejonl  that,  there  is  a  great  waste  of 
money,  because  while  a  portion  is  wasted  by  a 
system,  a  great  deal  is  wasted  without  any  sys- 
tem at  all.  For  instance,  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men have  an  arrangement  with  a  hotel, 
so  that  when  they  go  there  to  dine  they  are 
charged  a  dollar  and  a  half  apiece,  and  every- 
thing beyond  that,  wines  and  liquors  and  cigars, 
is  charged  extra.  On  the  other  hand,  if  one  of 
uiy  colleagues  in  the  Common  Council  here  should 
go  there  to  have  a  dinner  he  may  be  charged  two 
or  three  limes  as  much  as  that,  because  the  bills 
are  made  up  at  the  highest  rat«  which  stands  on 
the  liill  of  fare  of  the  hotel  to  which  they  go. 
Now  it  seems  to  me,  that  without  being  at  all 
niggardly  in  6uch  matters.some  simple  and  proper 
arrangement  can  be  made  by  which  every  one  of 
us  who  goes  to  take  dinner  at  Parker's,  Young's 
or  any  other  hotel,  shall  be  charged  a  proper  and 
reasonable  price.  Because  we  are  spending  the 
city's  money,  there  is  no  reason  why  there  should 
be  any  waste  of  it.  Then  there  is  another  reason: 
While  I  do  not  wish  to  curtail  an v expenditures,  it 
does  seem  to  me  that  each  member  ought  to  be 
responsible  for  what  he  has,  and  it  has  occurred 
to  some  members  that  a  simple  arrangement  to 
accomplish  this  cau  be  devised  and  carried  out. 
But  if  we  once  pass  these  rules  it  will  be  too  late 
to  do  anvthing  the  present  year.  I  therefore  have 
moved  that  we  accept  most  of  the  rules  of  last 
year  with  the  one  trifling  exception  I  have  named, 
and  leave  all  these  other  rules  to  be  considered 
and  reported  upon,  and  a  proper  plan  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  Council.  If  I  maybe  allowed  to 
make  a  personal  reference,  I  may  say  that  I  speak 
by  authority  on  this  matter,  because  it  was 
my  duty  to  audit  the  bills  for  one  year,  and 
I  know  how  wickedly  extravagant  these  bills 
have  been.  While  I  have  no  desire  to  curtail 
individual  members  in    their    privileges,    I    do 
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desire  to  see  a  proper  system  ot  keeping  these 
accounts  established.  The  only  exception 
that  I  have  made  in  the  rules  proposed  to 
be  adopted,  I  may  say,  is  in  the  second  joint 
rule,  which  provides  that  in  e  joint  committee  the 
Alderman  first  named  shall  be  chairman — I  make 
no  objection  to  that  whatever — and  he  shall  call 
meetings  of  the  committee,  which  has  been  found 
to  work  badly  in  practice.  It  has  sometimes  been 
almost  impossible  to  have  the  attendance  of 
Aldermen  on  a  committee.  It  has  seemed  to  me 
to  be  better  to  leave  that  matter  to  the  committee 
to  regulate  for  themselves.  It  does  not  curtail 
their  powers,  but  leaves  each  committee  to  call 
meetings  themselves.  It  seems  unwise  to  hamper 
committees  by  making  a  provision  that  the  chair- 
men shall  call  meetings.  In  regard  to  these  rules 
lor  junketing,  I  think  the  Council  will  agree  with 
me  that  it  is  better  to  leave  it  open  for  further 
consideration  and  discussion. 

Mr.  (Ireenough  of  Ward  9— At  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Council  I  was  in  favor  of  the  temporary 
passage  of  these  joint  rules,  but  subsequent  re- 
flection on  the  subject  has  convinced  me  that  I 
was  wrong,  and  I  am  now  prepared  to  agree  en- 
tirely with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  The 
committee  appointed  to  consider  the  rules  and 
orders  of  the  Common  Council  had  a  conference 
this  afternoon,  and  after  examining  the  rules 
which  they  will  submit  to  you  at  the  proper  time, 
they  hastily  looked  over  the  joint  rules,  and  they 
thought  they  might  be  safely  adopted,  with  the 
same  small  changes  which  the  gentleman  has 
poiuted  out  to  you.  I  think  it  is  ao  advantage 
which  we  should  take  at  this  time.  In  relation 
to  the  expenditures  for  junketing  by  the  two 
branches,  I  am  not  prepared  to  express 
any  opinion.  I  do  not  think  the  commit- 
tee should  be  called  on  to  express  just  how 
they  think  the  present  system  can  be  improved, 
but  on  reflection  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
say  that  I  think  the  present  system  can  be  im- 
proved, and  that  we  shall  do  well  in  this  Council 
to  decline  to  adopt  the  present  joint  rules  in  full 
without  a  further  conference.  I  bone  the  motion 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  pre- 
vail. 

The  Council  voted  to  non-concur  with  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  adopted  the  substitute  offered 
by  Mr.  Whitmore. 

'Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

FINANCE    COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25  moved  to  suspend  the 
rule  in  order  to  take  up  the  special  assignment 
for  eight  o'clock,  viz.,  the  election  of  a  committee 
on  finance.  Carried,  and  Mr.  Bigelow  submitted 
the  following: 

The  special  committee  appointed  to  nominate 
suitable  candidates  for  a  Standing  Committeejon 
Finance  on  the  part  of  this  Board,  having  con- 
sidered the  subject,  respectfully  report  in  part  at 
this  time  by  recommending  the  election  of  the 
following-named  persons: 

Thomas  N.  Hart. 
Francis  W.  Pray. 
William  F.  Wharton. 
Malcolm  S.  Greenough. 
William  Welch. 
Otis  D.  Dana. 

And  the  committee  respectfully  ask  lor  further 
time  in  which  to  nominate  another  candidate. 
For  the  Committee, 

Austin  Bigelow. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Bigelow  moved  to  proceed  to  an  election  , 
and  that  the  six  gentlemen  having  the  highest 
number  ot  votes  and  a  majority  be  declared 
elected. 

The  President  directed  that  the  motion  be  re- 
duced to  writing,  and  Mr.  Bigelow  offered  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  we  proceed  to  the  election,  and 
that  the  six  members  having  the  highest  number 
of  votes  and  a  majority  be  declared  elected  as  a 
Finance  Committee  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  1— I  would  inquire  what  rea- 
son there  is  for  having  the  motion  in  that  form  ? 

.Mr.  Bigelow— The  committee  have  reported  six 
names.  The  Finance  Committee  is  composed  of 
seven  members.  We  have  left  a  vacancy  and 
asked  lor  lurther  time  to  report  the  other   name. 

The  Presidents-Then  does  the  Chair  understand 
that  the  motion  should  be  that  the  Council  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  six  members  of  the  Com 
mittee  on  Finance?  That  should  he  the  motion, 
m  the  opinion  of  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Whitmore— I  do  not  understand  the  gentle- 
man's object,  unless  he  is  afraid  that  there  may 
lie  other  names  placed  upon  the  ballot,  and  that 
there  will  be  some  objection  on  that  score.  I  do 
not  understand  that  we  can  at  this  time  alter  the 
number  of  that  committee  and  reduce  it  to  six, 
but  that  it  is  perfectly  competent  for  us  to  go 
ahead  and  elect  six  out  of  the  seven  who  are  to  oe 
elected.  Of  course,  if  there  are  more  than  six 
names  on  a  ballot,  that  ballot  will  be  cast  out. 
Beyond  that,  the  statement  that  unless  a  person 
receives  a  majority  he  is  not  elected  is  superflu- 
ous, for  no  one  can  be  elected  unless  he  receives 
a  majority.  If  there  is  anything  else  in  the  order, 
it  ought  to  be  explained.  1  certainly  think  that 
motion  ought  to  be  explained.  I  do  not  under- 
stand it. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— The  idea  of  that  mo- 
tion is  this:  The  Committee  on  Finance  consists 
of  seven  members.  The  committee  have  reported 
six  names,  desiring  to  leave  a  vacancy,  and  asked 
for  further  time  to  report  on  that  vacancy.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  see  very  well,  that 
though  only  six  men  might  be  voted  for  on  one 
ballot,  yet  it  might  happen,  by  scratching  or  oth- 
erwise, that  seven  men  would  have  a  majority  of 
the  votes  cast.  The  committee  wanted  ip  avoid 
that. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  suggest  that, 
if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  25  will  allow,  he  will 
put  the  motion  as  he  thinks  it  should  be,  and  it 
will  save  time: 

Ordered,  That  the  Council  proceed  to  the  elec- 
tion of  six  members  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Mr.  Bigelow  accepted  the  suggestion. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— I  ask  for  the  ruling 
of  the  Chair  as  to  whether  we  can  change  the 
Committee  on  Finance  at  this  time?  As  there 
are  seven  members,  whether  we  can  elect  only 
six  ? 

The  President— The  Council  can  elect  as  many 
as  it  sees  lit. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  that  the  matter  be  spe- 
cially assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Coun- 
cil, to  enable  the  committee  to  complete  the  list.' 
It  is  a  matter  which  seems  to  bring  up  special 
complications,  and  I  am  not  aware  of  any  neces- 
sity for  the  election  ot  a  Committee  on  Finance 
tonight.  I  move  that  it  he  specially  assigned, 
until  we  can  have  the  matter  cleared  up. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  would  suggest  that  the 
gentleman  withdraw  the  motion  to  specially  as- 
sign and  adopt  the  suggestion  of  recommitting 
the  matter  to  the  nominating  Committee.  That 
will  accomplish  the  purpose  he  suggests,  of  lay- 
ing it  over  till  the  next  meeting,  and  I  think  it 
will  be  the  better  way  to  do.  For  my  part,  I 
think  the  gentlemen  have  nominated  a  very  ex- 
cellent list  of  names  for  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, but  inasmuch  as  it  is  incomplete,  and  they 
have  assigned  no  reasons  for  reporting  only  six 
names,  it  seems  to  ine  proper  to  have  the  report 
recommitted,  and  this  order  might  be  referred 
with  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  believe  the  technical  difficulty 
was  that  we  accepted  the  report  and  passed  an 
order  to  ballot.  But  on  the  other  hand  the  thing 
can  be  done  in  two  ways,  namely,  postpone  the 
ballot  until  the'next  meeting,  and  then  reconsider 
the  vote  accepting  the  report.  The  further  con- 
sideration of  the  ballot  can  be  specially  assigned 
to  tbe  next  meeting,  and  if  the  acceptance  of 
the  repoit  is  reconsidered,  any  gentleman  can 
move  that  it  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  Bigelow— I  hope  the  Council  will  proceed  to 
an  election.  I  would  say  in  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  the  reason  they  have  reported  only 
six  names  is  that  Mr.  Turner  was  very  anxious, 
in  case  Mr.  Sweeney  of  Ward  2  is  reelected,  that 
he  should  be  on  the  Finance  Committee.  For 
that  reason  the  committee  reported  only  six 
names. 

Mr.  Piatt— I  hope  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  will  prevail.  I  am  very  glad  he  has 
accepted  my  suggestion.  1  am  free  to  say— know- 
ing, as  I  do,  the  first  five  who  are  named  on  the 
list  for  members  of  the  Finance  Committee,  all 
being  old  members  of  the  Council,  and  believing 
that  they  will  not  take  any  remark  I  may  make  as 
directed  personally  to  either  of  them— that  the 
committee  is  certainly  a  little  curiously  consti- 
tuted. I  have  spoken  with  each  member  of  the- 
Nominating  Committee,  and  take  their  word  for 
it,  that  there  was  no  design  in  the  composition  of 
this  committee,  except  to  select  the  best  men  ror 
the   Finance   Committee   who   are    not   already 
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engaged   on   too   many  committees.      I  believe 
those   were   the   words   of    one   ot    the   Nomi- 
nating  Committee.      But,    Mr.  President,    it   is 
known  to  every  member  of   this  Council,  that 
there  are  certain  questions  relating-  to  public,  im- 
provements which  will  come  before  the  Council 
this  year,  and  it  is  expected  that  they  shall  be 
considered.      Every  member  who  was  here  last 
year  will  recognize  the  fact  that,  however  it  came 
about,  the  Nominating  Committee  could  not  have 
packed   the  committee   against  any  public   im- 
provements, if  they  had  tried  to,  anv  better  than 
in  presenting  that  list  for  a  Finance  Committee. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  say  it  is  packed,  for 
I  know  it  is  not.    I  do  not  say  that  those  gentle- 
men are  not  the  best  on  this  floor  to  go  on  the 
Finance  Committee.    They  are  all  gentlemen,  and 
all  gentlemen  for  whom  I  have  the  greatest  re- 
spect.     But  I  do  think  that  a  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  every  order  is  referred  which 
jeiates  to  any  improvement  or  that  calls  for  a 
loan    or^   any     large     expenditure    of    mouev, 
should  not   be  constituted  so  that  it  is  known 
oerorehand  that  they  are  opposed  to  such  orders. 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  they  will  be  so,  for  I  believe 
they  are  candid  men,  and  will  vote  as  they  think 
pest  under  the  circumstances.    But  they  are  gen- 
tlemen who  were  known  to  be  opposed  to  cer- 
tain improvements  last  year,  and  is  it  to  be  un- 
derstood that  this  Committee  on  Finance  will  be 
so  conservative  that  they   will   be  opposed    to 
everything?     That   isn't   the    way  committees 
are   ordinarily   made   up   here.      I   think  there 
should  be  at  least  a  reconsideration  of  the  list  of 
names  after  this  fact  has  been  pointed  out  to  the 
nominating  committee.     Therefore  I   hope  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  pre- 
vail, and  I  hope  that  the  committee,  and  trust 
that  the  gentlemen  whose  names  have  been  pre- 
sented here  on  this  report,  will   neither  of  them 
misunderstand  the  suggestion  f  make,     f  see  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  18  smiles  at  my  remarks 
I  know  very  well  his  feelings  in  regard  to  themat- 
ic™ tJ  bfve  jested.    I  am  happy  to  see  his 
name  at  the  head  of  the  list,  and  want  to  see  it 
stand  there,    f  should  like  to  see  all  these  gentle- 
men placed  where  they  can  be  useful  to  the   city 
but  1  repeat  the  suggestion,  that  in  so  important 
a  committee  as  that  on  finance— to  whoin  everv 
matter  of  expenditure   is   to   be   referred,   and 
whose  suggestions  are  to  be  heard  with  respect- 
should  not  be  constituted  of  men  known   to   be 
opposed   to   measures    of    public   improvement 
which  are  known  to  be  before  the   City   Govern- 
ment and  must  be  considered. 

Mr  Parkman— The  committee  will  not  be  in 
any  better  position  a  week  from  tonight  than 
they  are  now.  They  will  not  be  able  to  report 
a  name  to  fall  the  vacancy  in  time  for  that  meet- 
ing, and  I  am  told  by  those  in  authority  that  it  is 

™£li  lor  us„to  llave  Part  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee elected  at  the  present  time,  even  if  we 

f^n,no4ha,ve„,^ewhoIe-  l  think  the  gentleman 
ftp Zf  *w  Watlier  curious.  He\lludesto 
the  fact  that  these  gentlemen  are  unable  to 
change  their  minds,  that  they  are  predisposed  to 
one  course  of  action  and  nothing  can  turn  them. 
The  committee  reported  the  names  of  six  gentle- 
FZnJ^°m  'Hfy  believed  wiil  fairly  represent  this 
Council  as  the  members  of  its  Finance  Commit- 
tee. It  seems  to  me  to  be  best  to  proceed  to  the 
election  ot  six  members  of  the  committee  to- 
night, and  let  the  committee  bring  in  the  other 
name  afterward.  6  ™r 

Mr.  Whitmore-I  think  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  21  are  calculated  to  give  us 
reason  for  passing  the  motion  which  I  offered  It 
had  not  occurred  to  me  when  I  hrst  looked  at 
this  matter,  but  as  one  of  the  glorious  minoritv  of 
anti-park  men,  I  think  I  recognize  the  names  of 
some  ot  my  associates  on  that  minoritv,  in  the 
names  proposed  for  Finance  Committee."  Though 
it  is  perfectly  true  that  a  new  member  forgets 
what  he  took  part  in  the  last  year,  yet  I  think 
every  one  of  us,  if  we  were  in  Congress,  for  in- 
stance, and  wanted  to  carry  through  free  trade 
we  should  not  want  a  committee  constituted  of 
members  from  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  I  were  introducing  a  Green- 
back measure,  I  would  n't  want  to  have  a 
committee  constituted  of  New  York  bank- 
ers. When  gentlemen  have  taken  part  in 
a  debate,  their  ideas  are  pretty  well  known,  and  I 
think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  has  reason  to 
feel  that  any  Park  scheme  would  have  pretty 
hard  service  with  the  material  on  the  proposed 
Finance  Committee.    For  my  part,  I  hope  it  will 


continue  so,  but  I  do  not  wonder  that  he  takes  a 
different  view  of  it.    The  reasons  given  tor  the 
J™?  aFe  such  as  should  causers  to   pause 
fn,p  ie.,g01Dg,any  fa-rtuei'  iu  tl)is  matter.    There- 
mit  \lnfpe  lhe  mot!on  t0  "consider  and  recom- 
mit will  pass,  so  that  we  may  have  a  full    list 
presented  to  us.    But  in  regard  to  the  anxiety  of 
any  official  to  have   the   list  filled  out,  I  do  not 
'1  «    should  weigh,    unless   it    should     be 
shown  that  the    Government     will     suffer       In 
this  case,  it  is  a  dispensation  of   Providence'  that 
has  caused  the  vacancy,  and  therefore  our  wo,- 
thy  Auditor,  who  desires  the  committee  elected 
should  acquiesce  in  such  a  dispensation 
tY^'-fe0^1!  °£  Ward  1-Before  the   gentleman 
from  Ward  21  began  to  explain  this  matter  I  was 
w^%  °V1e,  moU01?  ot'   the   gentleman  from 
Ward  12.    But  I  have  since  changed  my  mind.    1 
feel  like  complimenting  the  Nominating  Commit- 
tee  on   the  work  they  have  done.    I  did  not  ob- 
IVZIa       complexISu  ot'  tbe  committee  until  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  21  pointed  it  out,  and  I 
will  defy  any  committee,  or  any  body  of  men   to 
nominate  a  safer  set  of   men  to   take  care  of  the 
finances  of  the  city  of  Boston  than  those  who  are 
nominated  to  be  members  of   the   Finance  Com- 
mittee  on   the  part  of  the  Common  Council.    I 
»nrt  ?f rTff c".yi  sf fe  in  votinS  for  those  fix  men, 
Sv  Xl  a Vald  be,fore>  x  uow  feel  that  we  should 
P£°£t*oa?  e.lect;on>  and  I  hope  I  shall  have  a 
hance  to  vote  tor  them  tonio-ht 
Mr.  Parkman-I  suggest  that    the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  make  hfs  motion  so  that  the  dec" 
tion  shall  be  postponed  for  two  weeks.    Under 
the  circumstances  under  which  we  desire  to  make 
the  nomination,  if  the   report  should  be  recom 
mittecl  it  will  be  better  to  have  it  lecommittedTo 
be  leported  in  two  weeks  instead  of  one.    But  I 
ponemeTt      *°  b6  understood  as  favoring  post- 
Mr.    Whitmore  accented  the  su°-e-estion     and 
2252?    *Th.at   tDef. lection  be  postfoned  for  ?vo 
weeks.    The  question  was  put  and  declared  lost 
Mr.  Whitmore  doubted   the  vote  and  called  for  a 
division,  which   was  had-29  for,  35  against.    Be- 
5onep„fe   ?,esuIt   was   announced   Mr.  Whitmore 
called  for  the  yeas   and  nays,  and  they  were  or- 
dered.   The  motion  was  lost-veas  31,  nays  35. 

Yeas-Barry,  Bartlett,  Bowker,  Boyle,  Conlin, 
Connell,  Costello,  Cronin,  Daly,  Denney,  Devlin 
Doherty,  Fitzpatrick,  Gomez,  Govef  Lauten,' 
Mathews,  Mccormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.J 
McLaughlin,  McNaniara,   Powers,  Pratt,  Quiglev, 

.WafsnS;wSo^31Smith'  ^^  W"**«*- 
Nays— Beal,  Bigeiow,  Brimbecom,  Brown,  Child, 
H.  Clapp,  Cotton,  Dana,  Dudley,  Eddv.  Emerv 
Farwell,  Fisk,  Ford,  Freeman,  Gieenough,  Haear 
Harding  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Huntress,  Lovell 
Means,  N.   M.    Morrison,    P.    Morrison,   Alullett. 

w«$?VP,arkma^   Pope'    Pray-    Swau,    Viles, 
Welch,  Williams— 35. 

Absent  or  not  voting-H.  B.  Clapp.  Maguire, 
Wharton,  Wheeler — 4. 

Mr  Pratt— [  suppose  that  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12,  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  report  of  the  Nominating  Commit- 
tee was  accepted,  will  meet  the  same  fate  as  the 
question  upon  which  a  vote  has  just  been  taken 
From  one  or  two  remarks  which  my  suo-°-estion 
called  out,  I  wish  to  repeat  my  disclaimerfof  not 
imputing  anything  to  the  Nominating  Committee 
or  to  the  proposed  members  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. I  merely  wanted  to  point  out  what  was  a 
curious  fact  on  the  face  ot  the  nominations 
Having  done  that  I  did  all  I  intended  to  do  in 
speaking. 

The  President—The  question  is  upon  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order  to  proceed  to  an  election  of  six 
members  of  the  Finance  Committee, 

Mr.  Whitmore-I  would  inquire  if  this  comes 
underthe  45th  rule,  requiring  that  nominations 
tor  officers  to  be  elected  byliallot  shall  lie  over 
one  week? 

The  President— If  the  gentleman  will  read  that 

ru]*e  ^iU'  I  tuink-  see  ^heie  he  is  mistaken 
Mr.  Whitmore  read  the  rule. 

r  The   President-lam  afraid  the  word  officers 
will  settle  the  question. 

Mr.  Whitmore-I  think  not.  It  comes  neat- 
enough  to  have  me  desire  to  have  the  President 
rule  upon  it.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Finauce  are  officers.  Thev  are 
reported  upon  by  a  nominating  committee  the 
same  as  other  officers  and  reelected  by  ballot.  It 
seems  to  me  it  is  not  stretching  the  rule  to'  re- 
quire them  to  lie  over  for  a  week. 
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The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  that  the 
forty-fifth  rule  of  the  Council  does  not  apply  to 
committees. 

The  order  to  proceed  to  ballot,  as  changed  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  President,  was  passed. 

Committee  to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes- 
Messrs.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25,  Emery  of  Ward  18 
and  Parkman  of  Ward  9. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  inquire  what  would  be 
the   effect   if  less   than  a   majority  of  votes   are 

The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  upon  that 
question  when  it  is  brought  up. 

Mi.  Whitmore— It  struck  me  that  it  was  car- 
ried by  thirty-six  votes,  which  is  less  than  a  ma- 
jority, and  it  struck  me— 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  remember 
there  is  no  question  before  the  Council. 

The  committee  retired,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whitmore  the  Council  took  a  recess  until  their 
return. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 64 

Necessary  for  a  choice 33 

Francis  W.  Pray 64 

William  F.  Wharton 64 

William  .1 .  Welch 64 

Otis  D.  Dana 64 

Malcolm  S.  Greenoufch 63 

Thomas  X.  Hart 60 

Ineligible  person 1 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  gentlmen 
named  were  declared  elected.    Sent  up. 

COMMITTEE  OX  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment for  eight  o'clock,  viz.,  election  of  a 
Committee  on  Accounts  on  the  part  of  the  Coun- 
cil. 
Mr.  Hart  submitted  the  following: 
The  special  committee  appointed  to  nominate 
suitable  candidates  for  a  standing  committee  on 
accounts  on  the  part  of  this  Board,  having  con- 
sidered the  subject,  respectfully  report  by  recom- 
mending the  election  of  the  following-named 
persons: 

Otis  B.  Dudley, 
James  G.  Freeman, 
Michael  W.  Costello, 
Leander  Beal, 
John  J.  Boyle. 
For  the  Committee, 

Thomas  N.  Hart. 
Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whiimore  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended, and  he  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  a  recess  shall  be  taken  whenever 
a  committee  is  absent  for  the  purpose  of   count- 
ing ballots  until  its  return. 
Passed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Mr.  Rogers  moved  to  proceed  to  the  election  of 
a  Committee  on  Accounts,    Carried. 

Committee— Messrs.  Rogers  of  Ward  2,  Walsh 
of  Ward  3  and  Viles  of  Ward  8. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 64 

Xecessarv  for  choice 33 

Otis  B.  Dudley 64 

.limes  (i.  Freeman 64 

Michael  W.  Costello 59 

Leander  Beal 64 

John  J.  Boyle 64 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  those  gentlemen 
named  were  declared  elected.    Sent  up. 

PUBLIC    EXPENDITURES. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  offered  an  order— That  a 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures, 
consisting  of  five  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, witb  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join, 
be  appointed  to  examine  and  consider  the  general 
subject  of  municipal  expenses,  the  compara- 
tive expenditures  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
of  each  board  and  department  thereof  dur- 
ing the  past  ten  years,  the  rate  of  taxation  in 
Boston  as  compared  with  that  in  other  cities,  the 
present  condition  and  needs  of  the  various  de- 
partments of  this  city,  and  what  would  be  a  wise 
and  prudent  limit  for  this  year  of  the  aggregate 
budget  for  appropriations,  and  to  report  thereon 
on  or  before  the  third  meeting  of  this  Council  in 
February  next,  with  such  suggestions  and  recom- 
mendations as  may  tend  to  a  reduction  of  the 
present  expenditures  and  tax  rate,  without  im- 
peding the  prosperity  of  the  city  or  detriment  to 
the  proper  administration  of  its  affairs. 

Passed. 

Mr.  Pratt  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 


COURTESIES  TO  DISTINGUISHED  STRANGERS. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrickof  Ward  8  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized to  extend  in  behalf  of  the  City  Council  such 
civilities  to  distinguished  strangers  who  may  vis- 
it the  city  during  the  present  year  as  may  appear 
to  be  courteous  and  appropriate;  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

RECORD  COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  the  Record  Commissioners  be  allowed  to 
stereotype  any  volume  of  their  reports  in  future, 
the  expense  to  be  included  in  the  appropriation 
for  Printing;  and  that  they  may  reissue  their 
second  report  during  the  present  year,  including 
the  expense  in  their  appropriation. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  think  it  proper  that  the  Coun- 
cil should  understand  the  meaning  of  the  order. 
The  Record  Commissioners,  as  most  of  the  mem- 
bers know,  are  issuing  various  reports  which 
have  been  approved  by  the  City  Council,  the  ap- 
propriation for  which  has  already  been  made. 
The  unexpected  popularity  of  the  series  has  led 
to  a  great  demand  for  back  numbers,  which  have 
all  been  distributed.  It  has  been  suggested  that 
the  second  report,  which  is  the  first  volume  of 
the  Boston  rates,  be  reprinted  during  the  present 
year.  The  commissioners  had  calculated  to  print 
another  volume  this  year,  but  they  will  not  be 
prepared  in  time,  and  they  can  probably  reprint 
this  volume  better  at  this  time  than  at  any  other. 
As  it  makes  no  difference  in  the  expenditure,  I 
presume  the  Council  will  not  object  to  the 
change.  The  matter  of  stereotyping  comes  in  the 
same  way  and  will  be  included  in  the  same  ap- 
propriation. It  costs  a  little  over  a  hundred  dol- 
lars to  stereotype  the  volume,  and  it  must  be 
done  at  the  commencement.  We  are  now  com 
mencing  upon  the  second  volume  of  Boston  rec 
ords  and  now  is  the  time  to  stereotype  it.  The 
commissioners  have  power  to  print,  bind  and  in- 
dex tbetn.  As  it  will  not  vary  the  appropriation 
I  hope  the  Council  will  give  us  that  power. 

The  order  was  passed. 

INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order— That 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  ins-tructed  to  petition  the 
Legislature  at  its  present  session  to  so  amend 
chapter  197  of  the  acts  of  1880  that  it  shall  not  ap- 
ply to  buildings  constructed  of  brick,  stone  or 
iron,  unless  forty  or  more  operatives  are  em- 
ployed therein. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  until  the 
next  meeting  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M. 

BADGES. 

Mr.  Connell  of  Ward  20  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  Messrs. be  a  committee  to 

procure  suitable  badges  for  such  members  of  the 
Common  Council  as  may  apply  for  the  same;  the 
cost  of  said  badges,  not  to  exceed  $5  each,  to  be 
charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Common 
Council. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  moved  to  amend  by  sub- 
stituting the  following: 

Ordered — That  Messrs. be  a  committee  to 

procure  suitable  tin  badges  for  such  members  of 
the  Common  Council  as  may  apply  for  the  same; 
said  badges  not  to  be  less  than  six  inches  in 
diameter,  and  the  cost  thereof,  not  exceeding 
twenty-five  cents  each,  to  be  charged  to  the  Con- 
tingent Fund  of  the  Common  Council. 

The  question  was  upon  substitution. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  ask  for  the  ruling  of 
the  Chair  whether  the  amendment  is  not  frivo- 
lous. If  the  gentleman  was  in  earnest,  as  in  past 
years  where  a  proposition  has  been  made  to  sub- 
stitute badges  at  a  smaller  cost,  or,  as  for  exam- 
ple, to  have  them  made  of  relics  from  the  jld  elm, 
I  should  have  been  willing  to  entertain  it;  but  I 
suggest  that  this  amendment  is  frivolous. 

The  President — The  Chair  cannot  so  decide.  If 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  I  thinks  it  is  a  proper 
subject  to  offer,  it  is  for  him  to  decide  whether 
be  will  do  so. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  think  the  gentleman 
made  a  mistake.  It  ought  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  East  Boston  Ferries. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  see  no  better  way  to  get  at  it 
than  to  bring  the  matter  down  to  a  vote.  I  shall 
move  the  previous  question,  because  I  believe  it 
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i  s  a  matter  whicn  ought  to  be  treated  seriously.  I 
move  the  previous  question. 

The  President— Shall  the  main  question  be  now 
put? 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  would  inquire  whether 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  moves  the  previous 
question  upon  the  amendment  or  the  main  ques- 
tion? 

Mr.  Whitmore— Upon  the  main  question. 

The  President— Then  the  previous  question  will 
apply  to  both  the  amendment  and  the  main  ques- 
tion. The  question  will  be  taken  upon  the 
amendment  first. 

Mr.  Pratt—  I  would  inquire  whether  the  previ- 
ous question  can  be  moved  upon  both  at  the  same 
time. 

The  President— If  the  gentleman  does  not  speci- 
fy that  he  does  not  move  the  previous  question 
upon  the  amendment,  then  the  motion  for  the 
main  question  applies  both  to  the  amendment 
and  the  main  question. 

Mr.  AVhitmore— This  being  a  totally  new  mat- 
ter, which  arises  from  a  new  rule  passed  last 
year — 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  rise  to  give 
any  reason  why  the  previous  question  should  not 
be  put  ? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  do,  because  it  is  put  under  a 
misapprehension. 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  withdraw 
the  motion  ? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  withdraw  the  motion.  I  will 
mow  move  the  previous  question  upon  the  amend- 
ment, and  see  what  effect  that  will  have. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  upon  the 
amendment. 

The  substitute  was  rejected,  and  the  original 
order  ordered  to  a  second  reading;  read  a  second 
time  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8,  and  passed.    Mr.  Fitz- 


patrick  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail.  Lost.  Messrs.  Connell  of  Ward  20, 
Parkman  of  Ward  9,  and  Lovell  of  Ward  1  were 
appointed  Committee  on  Badges. 

DEPARTMENT    REPORTS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  the  several  heads  of  departments  and 
boards  of  directors  of  the  various  institutions 
be  authorized  to  submit  their  annual  reports  in 
print. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  that  that  order  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Joint  Rules.  It  was 
handed  to  me  at  the  last  meeting,  but  it  did  not 
seem  to  be  a  proper  time  to  bring  it  up.  The 
question  of  where,  when  and  how  these  reports 
shall  be  made  was  considered  last  year,  as  will 
be  remembered,  and  as  there  is  no  necessity  for 
pushing  this  order  through,  I  think  it  should  go 
to  a  committee  to  be  considered.  The  Chair  will 
remember  there  was  considerable  discussion  as 
to  the  best  time  and  manner  of  presenting  these 
reports.  I  have  offered  the  order  because  it  was 
in  my  charge,  but  I  think  it  should  be  considered 
by  the  Committee  on  Joint  Rules.  I  therefore 
move  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Joint 
Rules. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Joint  Rules.    Sent  up. 

COMMITTEE    ON    ORDINANCES. 

The  President  announced  the  appointment  of 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  on  the  part  of  the 
Council,  who  also  constitute  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Judiciary  of  the  Common  Council  as 
follows:  Messrs.  Whitmore  of  Ward  1,  Wheeler 
of  Ward  10,  Wharton  ot  Ward  11  and  Hagar  of 
Ward  10,  and  the  President,  who  had  been  re- 
quested to  serve  by  an  order  of  the  Council. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward 
25. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY    10,    18ai. 


Regular  meeting  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
i  'Brlen,  Chairman,  presiding. 

RULES  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Alderman  Vlies  submitted  the  following: 
The  special  committee  appointed  to  examine 
the  rules  and  orders  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of 
1880  and  to  report  if  any  changes  are  required 
therein,  have  attended  to  that  duty,  and  report  in 
favor  of  adopting  said  rules  and  orders  without 
any  change  therein. 

Cl/tNTON  VlI/ES.- 

Lucius  Slade. 

Committee. 
Ordered,    That   the   rules   and   orders  of  the 
Board    of    Aldermen   of    1880  he  adopted  as  the 
rules  and  orders  of  this  Board  until  otherwise 
provided. 
The  order  was  passed. 

COMMITTEES.  APPOINTED. 

The  Chairman   announced  the  appointment  hy 
the  Mayor  of  the  following  committees: 
Standing  Committees  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Armories— Aldermen  Flynn,  Slade,  O'Brien. 

Bridges— Aldei men  Wooiley,  O'Brien,  Caldwell. 

County  Accounts— Aldermen  Tucker,  Caldwell, 
Haldeman. 

Faneuil  Hall,  etc.— Aldermen  Wooiley,  O'Brien, 
Whitten. 

Lamps— Aldermen  O'Brien,  Breck,  Tucker. 

Licenses  -Aldermen  Breck,  Whitten,  Curtis. 

Markets,  etc.— Aldermen  Slade,  Viles,  Caldwell. 

Paving— Aldermen  Slade,  Flynn,  Tucker. 

Sewers— Aldermen  Viles,  O'Brien,  Haldeman. 

Steam   Engines— Aldermen    Whitten,     Her6ey, 
Curtis. 

Streets— Aldermen  Flynn,  Viles,  Wooiley. 
Nominating  Committees. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor— Aldermen  Tucker  and 
Curtis. 

Superintendent   of    Bridges— Aldermen  Flynn 
and  Wooiley. 

Clerk  of  Committees— Aldermen  Whitten  and 
Hersey. 

Superintendent  of   Common— Aldermen  Slade 
and  Breck. 

Superintendent  of   Streets  —  Aldermen  Breck 
and  Viles. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings— Aldermen 
Caldwell  and  Slade. 

City  Architect  —  Aldermen  Curtis  and   Halde- 
man. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers— Aldermen  Viles  and 
Tucker. 

City  Messenger— Aldermen  Tucker   and   Cald- 
well. 

City  Engineer— Aldermen  Wooiley  and  Hersey. 

City  Surveyor— Aldermen  Haldeman  and  Cur- 
tis. 

City  Registrar— Aldermen  Viles  and  Slade. 

City  Solicitor— Aldermen  Slade  and  Whitten. 

Water  Registrar— Aldermen  Hersey  and  Vile3. 

Commissioner    of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery— Al- 
dermen Haldaman  and  Curtis. 

Directors   for   Public  Institutions  — Aldermen 
Wooiley  and  Flynn. 

Directors  of   East    Boston    Ferries — Aldermen 
Flynn  and  Wooiley. 

Trustees  of  City  Hospital— Aldermen  Whitten 
and  Slade. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library— Aldermen  Tucker 
and  Whitten. 

Trustees   of   Mt.    Hope   Cemetery  —  Aldermen 
Flvnn  and  Tucker. 

Commissioner    of     Sinking    Funds- Aldermen 
Whitten  and  Caldwell. 

Auditor  of  Accounts— Aldermen   Caldwell   and 
Haldeman. 

Citv  Treasurer— Aldermen  lireck  and  Hersey. 

City  Collector— Aldermen  Caldwell   and   Halde- 
man. 

Weighers  and  Inspectors  of  Lighters— Aldermen 
Wooiley  and  Breck. 

Manager*  ol  Old  South  Association— Aldermen 
Hersey  and  Curtis. 

Commissioner  of   Prison   Point   Bridge- Alder- 
men Breck  and  Viles. 


Joint  Standing  Committees. 

Assessors'  Department— Breck,  Caldwell,  Wool- 
ley. 

City  Hospital— Haldeman,  Curtis. 

City  Registrar's  Department— Viles,  Tucker. 

Claims— Breck,  Tucker,  Whitten. 

Common,  etc.— O'Brien,  Breck,  Haldeman. 

East  Boston  Ferries— Viles,  Caldwell,  Flynn. 

Engineer's  Department— Wooiley,  Hersey. 

Fire  Department— Wooiley,  Hersey. 

Fuel— Tucker,  Viles. 

Harbor— Caldwell,  Wooiley. 

Health— Caldwell,  Viles,  Flynn. 

Legislative  Matters— O'Brien,  Tucker. 

Mt.  Hope,  etc. — Hersey,  Curtis. 

Ordinances— Breck,  Whitien,  Tucker. 

Overseers  of  Poor— Curtis,  Hersey. 

Police— Viles,  Hersey. 

Printing— O'Brien,  Flynn. 

Public  Buildings— Wooiley,  O'Brien,  Whitten. 

Public  Institutions— O'Brien,  Slade,  Haldeman. 

Public  Instruction— Tucker,  Caldwell,  Hersey. 

Public  Lands— O'Brien,  Whitten. 

Public  Library— Whitten,  Tucker,  Haldeman. 

Salaries— Slade,  Flynn,  Wooiley. 

Streets— Flynn,  Viles.  Wooiley. 

Surveyor's  Department— Haldeman,  Slade. 

Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings— Viles,  Cur- 
tis. 

Treasury  Department— Whitten,  Hersey. 

Water— Caldwell,  Tucker,  Vilts. 

Joint  Special  Committees. 

Public  Parks— Breck,  O'Brien,  Whitten. 

Stony  Brook — Viles,  O'Brien,  Curtis. 

PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  claims.  Isaac Twiss, 
for  damages  caused  by  falling  on  sr.ow  and  ice 
on  sidewalk  at  the  corner  of  Tiemont  street  and 
Indiana  place  Jan.  2, 1881. 

To  the  Board  of  street  Commissioners.  William 
1.  Bowditch  and  others,  conveyancers,  against 
the  proposed  changes  of  duplicate  names  of 
streets;  Odd  Fellows'  Hall  Association,  by  Charles 
Hayden,  treasurer,  and  others,  against  change  in 
name  of  Warren  avenue,  Ward  17. 

Appropriate  orders  for  the  appointment  of  the 
foregoing  committees  were  passed.    Sent  down. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  NewVork  &  New  England 
Railroad  Company,  to  extend  a  wooden  building 
on  Commonwealth  flats  in  Fort  Point  channel; 
Conrad  Dechei ,  to  enlarge  a  wooden  building  on 
Marginal  street,  near  Jeffries  street,  Ward  2. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  American  Ripid 
Telegraph  Company,  for  leave  to  erect  a  telegraph 
pole  at  corner  of  Washington  and  Williams 
streets,  Roxbury;  the  Globe  Stock  and  Telegranh 
Company,  for  permission  to  set  poles  on  Brighton 
avenue;  G\T.  Burkhardt,  for  leave  to  place  a 
platform  on  easterly  side  of  Parker  street,  against 
his  ice  house  to  facilitate  the  delivery  of  ice;  John 
W.Hollis  el  a!.,  that  the  tracks  of  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bany Railroad  Company  at  Cambridge  street, 
Ward  25,  may  be  crossed  by  a  bridge. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  Grand 
Army  of  the  Renublic,  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on 
Jan.  20  and  27,  for  annual  convention. 

lo  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  Wil- 
bur H.  I.ittlefield,  for  leave  to  project  a  druggist's 
mortar  in  front  of  No.  55  (Ireen  street. 

To  tlic  Committee  on  Lamps.  H.  E.  Hicks  et  at. 
for  street  lamps  in  the  alley  between  Union  park 
and  Waltham  street. 

To  the  Com  in  Hire  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board,.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  asfol- 
lows:  A.  F.,  New  house, old  wooden, "one  additional 
horse,  on  Falcon  street,  near  Brooks  street,  Warn 
1;  Michael  Kelly,  n*w  wooden,  fourteen  horses, 
Monument  street,  Ward  3;  Conrad  Decher,  old 
wooden,  twelve  horses,  Marginal  street,  near  Jef- 
fries street,  Ward  2;  Elizabeth  Coughlin,  new 
wooden,  one  horse,  Summer  street  near  Spring 
street,  Ward  23. 

CARE      OF      SIDEWALKS       IX       FRONT      OF     PUBLIC 
BUILDINGS     AND      GROUNDS. 

The  following  was  received: 

The  undersigned,  a  citizen  and  taxpayer,  repre- 
sents that  the  broad  sidewalks  bordering  on  the 
ends  of  the  park,  running  through  Commonwealth 
avenue  on  Arlington  street,  Berkeley,  Clarendon 
and  Dartmouth  streets,  are  in  an  almost  impass- 
able condition  from  the  fact  that  snow  and  ice 
have  not  been  removed  and  now  remains  on  these 
walks,  greatly  to  the  discomfort  and  inconven- 
ience of  citizens  residing  in  that  section  of  the 
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oity  in  particular,  as  well  as  to  the  large  number 
of  strangers  who  visit  the  churches  and  other 
public  buildings  in  that  vicinity  in  general.  Hav- 
ing represented  the  tact  to  the  Chief  of  Police 
and  found  that  no  relief  can  be  obtained  in  that 
quarter,  he  respectfully  addresses  aud  prays  that 
the  proper  department  may  be  directed  to  clear 
said  street  from  ice  and  snow  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible. Avery  Plumek. 

Alderman  Slade— I  will  state  that  before  even 
that  communication  was  received  here,  the  differ- 
ent departments — Common  and  Squares,  Health 
and  Paving— had  had  a  meeting,  and  the  matter 
was  fully  settled  and  understood  between  the 
departments  as  to  the  cloaning  of  snow  and  ice 
from  sidewalks,  so  that  no  action  is  necessary  on 
that  communication.  I  do  not  think  anything 
further  will  be  heard  from  it.  As  I  said  before, 
the  whole  matter  has  been  arranged  between  the 
departments,  who  will  take  care  of  those  streets 
and  sidewalks. 

Alderman  Woolley  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  should  like  to  ascertain 
from  the  Alderman  what  measures  have  been 
taken  to  have  this  matter  attended  to. 

Alderman  Slade  —  A  communication  was  re- 
ceived by  a  member  of  this  Board  from  the  Police 
Commissioners  in  regard  to  the  clearing  of  side- 
walks. It  happened  that  day  that  I  met  Mr.  Doo- 
gue  here  in  the  hall.  We  went  to  the  Health  De- 
partment and  found  Mr.  Fornstall  in,  and  the 
party  went  to  the  Police  Commissioners'  head- 
quarters, and  this  matter  of  clearing  sidewalks 
was  discussed  there.  The  Health  Department 
has  been  in  the  habit  of  cleaning  the 
sidewalks  around  the  Common  and  squares 
within  the  city  proper,  the  graveyards, 
the  City  Hall  and  Court  House  for  a 
great  many  years.  In  fact,  they  have 
always  done  it.  Mr.  Forristall  has  not  done  some 
of  the  sidewalks  in  the  annexed  territory.  The 
idea  was  advanced  that  the  Department  of  Com- 
mon and  Squares  should  clean  all  the  sidewalks 
abutting  upon  the  public  grounds.  But  it  is  well 
known  that  the  Superintendent  has  no  men  ex- 
cept five  or  six,  antl,.it  takes  them,  ail  thy  can  do, 
to  clean  the  naths  around  the  Common  and  pub- 
lic grounds  and  Public  Garden.  Before  he  could 
get  a  gang  of  men  together  the  Superintendent 
of  Health  and  Streets  would  have  the  sidewalks 
all  cleared  off.  They  put  their  men  on  very 
early,  and  the  first  thing  that  is  done  is  to 
clean  the  streets  around  the  public  grounds. 
The  understanding  finally  was  that  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Common  and  Squares  should  take  care 
of  Commonwealth  avenue  or  the  ends  of  the 
streets  crossing  Commonwealth  avenue.  The  Su- 
deriutendent  of  Streets  will  take  care  of  the 
squares  at  Brighton  and  Roxbury  and  some  few 
others  that  the  Superintendent  of  Health  has 
done.  Those  .departments  met  the  Mayor  last 
Friday  at  his  office,  and  as  I  said  before,  the  mat- 
ter was  arranged  between  them,  so  that  each 
knows  what  particular  part  they  are  to  attend  to. 
I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  done  promptly  and 
carefully  hereafter. 

Alderman  O'Brien — As  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Common  aud  Squares  I  have  had 
a  great  deal  of  trouble  about  this  matter  for  up- 
wards of  a  week  past.  Almost  every  day  numer- 
ous notices  have  been  received  by  that  depart- 
ment. I  hold  in  my  hand  now  six  notices  that 
have  been  received  by  that  department  within  a 
very  few  days  to  clear  oil'  the  sidewalks  in  con- 
nection with  Common  and  squares.  I  would 
state  that  this  work  never  has  been  done  by  the 
Department  of  Common  aud  Squares.  As  long 
as  I  have  been  in  the  City  Government,  some  six 
years,  there  never  has  been  any  trouble  about 
this  business  before.  The  work  has  here- 
tofore been  done  promptly,  and  faithfully 
attended  to,  and  I  do  not  see  why  it 
has  not  been  as  promptly  and  faithfully 
attended  to  the  past  year.  It  appears  to  me  that 
some  department  has  been  shirking  responsibil- 
ity that  has  been  placed  upon  it  for  ten  or  twenty 
years.  I  have  gone  back  almost  twenty  years 
and  find  that  the  departments  of  Streets  and 
Health  have  attended  to  this  work.  This  year, 
for  some  reason  or  other,  they  have  not  attended 
to  it,  and  I  believe  those  are  the  two  departments 
which  ought  to  attend  to  it.  As  the  Alderman 
opposite  has  very  truly  said,  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares  employ  no  men  in  the 
winter  time,  except  some  three  or  four  to  do  what 
little  work  is  to  be  done  and  keep  clear  of 
ice  and  snow  the  paths  that  are  travelled  on 
the   public    squares.    They  have   nothing  what- 


ever to  do  with  the  streets  or  sidewalks. 
It  appears  to  me  that  thej  streets  and  sidewalks 
have  no  connection  whatever  with  the  Common 
and  squares.  On  the  contrary,  the  Health  De- 
partment have  a  force  that  they  employ  every 
year  in  cleaning  the  sidewalks,  and  the  Street 
Department  have  a  force  that  they  employ  in  the 
same  manner.  Those  departments  have  charge 
of  the  sidewalks  of  the  city.  So  far  as  snow  and 
ice  are  concerned,  the  ordinances  place  the  side- 
walks in  charge  of  the  Department  of  Streets, 
and  I  believe  it  would  be  very  bad  policy  for  the 
city  to  force  another  department  to  do  the  work 
that  has  been  done  so  well  and  so  promptly  here- 
tofore by  the  departments  of  Health  and  Streets. 
Now,  for  instauce,  you  take  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Lands.  They  never  employ  any 
men.  If  that  department  has  to  clean  the  snow 
and  ice  from  the  sidewalks  in  front  of  the  public 
lands  of  the  city,  they  will  have  to  organize  a 
force  of  men,  with  superintendents  and  foremen, 
to  do  that  work.  You  take  the  Department  of 
Common;  they  have  no  men  in  the  winter  time  to 
do  that  work.  But,  on  the  contrary,  the  Street 
Department  have  horses,  carts  and  men  who  can 
do  this  work,  as  they  have  done  it  for  years,  and 
there  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not  do  it  now. 
I  propose  to  offer  the  following  order,  so  as  to 
make  this  matter  sure  and  settled  for  the  future: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Health 
and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  directed  to 
remove  the  snow  and  ice  from  the  sidewalks  con- 
nected with  all  public  buildings,  and  lands  when- 
ever necessary. 

Alderman  Slade— I  would  ask  the  Alderman  if 
he  intends  to  include  the  schoolhouses  there  ? 
That  is  done  by  the  janitors. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  intend  to  include  the 
work  that  has  been  done  by  these  departments  in 
previous  years,  and  which  has  been  required  by 
annexation,  As  the  Alderman  says,  it  is  always 
understood  that  the  janitors  look  after  the  side- 
walks in  front  of  their  schoolhouses.  That  is  no 
included. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  would  inquire  how  that 
stands  now  in  the  ordinances?  Does  that  order 
not  affect  the  repeal  of  an  ordinance  ?  I  suppose 
there  is  something  of  the  kind  in  the  ordinances 
now. 

Alderman  O'Brien— In  the  ordinances,  page  771. 
defining  the  duties  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  it  says— 

"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Superintend- 
ent, under  the  direction  aud  control  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  to  superintend  the  general  state  of 
the  streets;  to  attend  to  the  laying  out,  widening, 
elevation  and  repairs  of  the  same,  and  to  make 
all  contracts  for  the  supply  of  labor  and  mate- 
rials therefor:  to  give  notice  to  the  mayor  or 
chief  of  police,  of  any  nuisance,  obstruction,  or 
encroachment  thereon;  and  the  city  shall  not  be 
responsible  for  any  of  his  doings  that  have  not 
been  ordered  by  the  City  Council  or  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  or  sanctioned  by  express  vote." 

That  is  the  ordinance.    It  is  rather  a  long  story. 

Alderman  Tucker— Is  there  no  provision  for 
clearing  the  sidewalks? 

Alderman  O'Brien— On  page  791  of  the  same 
ordinance  relating  to  streets,  there  is  this  in- 
struction to  the  department: 

"Any  person  who  shall  lay,  throw,  or  place,  or 
cause  to  be  laid,  thrown,  or  placed,  any  ice  or 
snow  into  any  street  within  the  city,  shall  cause 
the  same  to  be  broken  into  small  pieces." 

Then  it  goes  on  and  defines  the  different  mat- 
ters about  snow  on  the  sidkwalks  and  other  mat- 
ters. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  had  au  idea  that  the  ordi- 
nance covered  this  ground  without  the  necessity 
of  repeating  it,  and  if  it  was  incorporated  there 
it  was  n't  necessary  to  pass  the  order. 

Alderman  O'Brien— There  is  nothing  exactly 
defined  in  the  ordinance  saying  that  the  Superin- 
tendents of  Health  and  Streets  must  do  this  work. 
But  they  have  charge  of  the  streets  aud  side- 
walks, and  are  authorized  to  notify  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  if  any  obstruction,  such  as  ice  or 
snow,  exists,  and  they  have'  been  in  the  habit  of 
attending  to  this  work,  and  if  they  have  n't  got 
money  enough  to  carry  out  their  work,  I  think  it 
would  be  far  better  to  come  to  the  City  Govern- 
ment and  ask  for  an  additional  appropriation. 

Alderman  Slade — I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
trouble  about  money.  I  know  they  have  the  men 
to  do  it,  and  are  doing  it.  My  impression  is  that 
this  order  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  departments 
of  Streets  and  Health,  that  they  may  understand 
which  shall  do  certain  portions  of  the  work.    As 
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1  said  before,  it  has  been  arranged  now,  within 
three  or  four  days,  that  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  shall  do  the  outlying  wards  and  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Health  the  grounds  that  he  has 
been  in  the  habit  of  taking  care  of  for  years.  It 
is  all  understood  today,  and  it  seems  to  me  well 
enough  to  refer  it  to  those  departments  so  that 
the  superintendents  may  know  just  what  to  do,  so 
that  there  will  be  no  conflict. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Under  that  order  it  is  very 
easy  for  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  and  Health 
to  come  to  an  understanding  and  have  this  work 
properly  done.  In  a  Baltimore  paper,  which  I 
received  today,  the  following  remark  is  made: 
"The  condition  of  the  streets  at  the  present 
time,  taking  into  account  the  limited  capacity 
of  the  force  at  command,  and  the  heavy  falls  of 
snow  and  coating  of  ice  underneath,  is  very 
creditable  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Health  De- 
partment." It  merely  shows  that  in  other  cities 
these  departments  have  employed  a  large  num- 
ber of  men,  and  have  always  the  means  at  their 
command  to  do  this  work  our  departments  have 
to  do.  The  order  is  simply  asking  them  to  do 
what  they  have  done  in  previous  years. 

Alderman  Tucker — It  strikes  me  that  the  order 
should  be  referred  to  those  departments,  as  the 
superintendents  of  Health  and  Streets  both  take 
their  orders  from  the  committees  on  those  depart- 
ments. 

Alderman  O'Brien— The  departments  of  Health 
and  Streets  have  not  attended  to  their  duty  this 
year.  There  have  been  hundreds  of  complaints 
that  our  sidewalks  have  been  covered  with  ice  in 
front  of  public  buildings,  Common  and  squares, 
and  other  places,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  order  those  departments  to  attend  to 
the  work  they  have  previously  done.  As  I  said 
before,  I  hold  in  my  hand  no  less  than  six  notices 
received  in  a  day  or  two  by  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares. 

Alderman  Slade — It  is  n't  anything  very  uncom- 
mon to  receive  these  notices.  Some  people  are 
very  impatient,  and  cannot  wait  until  the  thing 
can  be  done.  Everything  cannot  be  done  in  a 
moment.  But  my  impression  is  thai  Mr.  Forristall 
has  done  this  work  as  expeditiously  as  it  can  be 
done.  1  think  there  are  complaints  here  that 
there  is  no  need  of  being  here.  Probably  before 
the  complaints  got  here  to  City  Hall  the  thing 
was  removed.  As  I  said  before,  the  parties  came 
before  the  Mayor  last  F'iday,  and  it  was  talked 
over  and  fully  understood.  I  ha"e  no  doubt  it  is 
being-  attended  to  promptly  and  efficiently.  At 
the  same  time  I  think  there  is  no  objection  to  the 
order,  but  as  I  have  said  it  is  we'.'l  understood 
now  which  portion  these  departments  will  do, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  attend  to  it. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

>EWER      ASSESSMENTS. 

Reports  were  received  from  the  Superintendent 
of  Sewers  of  the  cost  of  sewers  as  follows: 

Forest  Hill  street,  $927.48;  Fifth  street,  $501.62: 
Revere  street,  $428  39;  Myrtle  street,  $354.26;  Lin- 
den street,  $1313.43;  Sunderland  street,  $093.28; 
Adams  and  Lincoln  streets,  Dorchester,  $1001.15; 
Washington  and  Eustis  streets,  $919.44:  Reed's 
Court,"  $412.79;  Lee  street,  $314.33;  Commercial 
and  Lincoln  streets,  $1057.07;  Mather  ana  Allston 
Streets,  and  Melville  avenue,  $2003.32;  St.  James 
avenue,  $400.03;  Devon  street,  $1228.70.  Severally 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

BRIDGE     REPORTS. 

The  annual  reports  of  superintendents  of  Bridges 
for  the  year  1880,  showing  the  number  of  vessels 
that  passed  through  the  several  draws,  were  re- 
ceived as  follows: 

Congress-street  Bridge 17 .042  vessels . 

Broadway  Bridge ,  ,-• 6,981      " 

Mt.  Washington-avenue  Bridge 12  190 

al-Btreet  Bridge 9,522       " 

Cambridge-street.  Western  avenue  and 

North  Harvard  a  reet  bridges 1.466       " 

Warren  Bridge 7,194       " 

Dover-8tr«f,t  Biidge 6,133       " 

Maiden  Bridge 1,158 

Chelsea  Bridge 2,967       " 

Severally  sent  down. 
ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  OOMMITTBE  ON  ACCOUNTS, 

The  following  was  received: 

ClTX   OF   BOSTON,  I 

City  Hall,  Jan.  10,  1881. ) 
To  the  City  Council  -The  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts were  duly  organized  on  Saturday,  Jau.  8, 
by  the  election  of  Alderman  Joseph  A.  Tucker  as 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  ot  Aldermen,  and  James   G.  Freeman  as 


Chairman  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Council, 
and  Leander  Beal  as  clerk  of  the  committee. 
Leander  Beal, 

Clerk  of  the  Committee. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

PETITIONS    FOB   STEAM    ENGINES, 

Petitions  were  received  as  follows  :  American 
Asphalt  Pavement  Company,  to  locate  aud  use  a 
steam  engine  and  boiler  of  twenty-five  horse- 
power on  Granite  street, opposite  Richards  street: 
T.  Brigham  Bishop,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a 
stationary  steam  engine  on  Chelsea  street,  near 
Eagle  street,  East  Boston,  and  Boston  Electric 
Company,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  en- 
gine and  boiler  at  500  Washington  street;  B.  Dick- 
errnan,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and 
boiler  of  ten  horse-power  at  114-120  Purchase 
street;  aud  orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hear- 
ings thereon  on  Monday,  Jan.  31,  at  4  P.  M. 

STATE  AID. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  Paymaster  of  State 
Aid  was  received  and  sent  down. 

LAMP   DEPARTMENT. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Lamps  (City  Doc.  3)  was  received  and  sent  down: 

The  balance  of  the  appropriation  on  hand  from 
1879,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1880,  was  $115,214.49; 
there  was  expended  during  the  remainder  of  the 
financial  year  $111,972.69:  the  balance  unexpened 
and  transferred  to  other  appropriations  was 
$3241.80.  The  appropriation  for  the  financial 
year  ending  on  the  30th  of  April  next  was 
$413,000.00;  amount  expended  to  date  $277,379.47; 
balance  unexpended,  $135,020.53— an  amount 
sufficient  to  meet  all  anticipated  expenditures  of 
the  department  for  the  remainder  of  the  financial 
year. 

The  great  aggregate  cost  of  supporting  this  de- 
partment is  to  be  traced  directly  to  annexation, 
as  one-half  of  all  the  street  lamps  are  located 
within  the  annexed  territory,  and  more  '.ban  one- 
half  the  appropriation  is  expended  outside  the 
old  city  limits. 

auditor's  exhibit. 

The  Auditor's  exhibit  of  the  appropriations  on 
Jan.  1, 1881  (City  Doc.  4),  was  received  and  sent 
down: 

Total  appropriations,  $15,500,195.02;  expended, 
$10,001,991.49;  balance  unexpended,  $4,904,203.53. 

PAPERS  from  the    COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Order  requesting  a  copy  of  the  Mayor's  address. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  appointing  a  committee  (Messrs.  Morri- 
son, Hart  and  Barry  to  ue  joined;  on  topics  in  the 
Mayor's   address.       Concurred,    and    Aldermen 
Slade  and  Haldemen  were  appointed  on  the  part' 
of  the  Board. 

Order  for  joint  standing  committees,  when  ap- 
pointed, to  resume  the  unfinished  business  of  last 
year.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  heads  of  departments  to  report  in 
print  Jcame  fup  referred  to  Committee  on  Joint 
Rules.  Laid  on  the  tabie,  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Slade. 

Order  for  Record  Commissioners  to  stereotype 
any  future  volume  of  their  reports,  also  to  reis- 
sue their  second  report;  expense  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Printing.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Outer  appointing  the  President  of  the  Common 
Council  and  Messrs.  Whilmore,  Wheeler,  Whar- 
ton and  Hagar  a  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Joint  Hides  and  Orders. 

The  order  for  adoution  of  joint  rules  came  up 
with  non  concunence  with  this  Board  in  the 
amendment  proposed  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  on  Joint  Rules,  etc.,  and  passage  of 
an  order  adopting  the  first  eighteen  rules  of  City 
Council  of  1880,  with  the  omission  of  the  words 
"call  meetings  of  the  committee  and"  from  the 
second  rule,  "and  appointing  Messrs.  Whitmore, 
Pratt,  Greenough,  Hagar  and  Pray,  with  three 
Aldermen,  a  committee  to  report  it  any  changes 
or  additions  are  necessary. 

The  question  was  upon  concurring  in  the 
amendment  of  the  Common  Council. 

Alderman  Slade— I  should  have  no  objection  to 
concurring  in  the  first  eighteen  sections  if  this 
alteration  had  not  been  made.  I  think  that  is 
rather  a  dangerous  move  to  take.  That  rule  has 
worked  well  ever  since  I  have  been  in  the  Board, 
and  there  is  no  reason  in  the  world  why  it  should  be 
changed.    I  therefore  move  that    the  Board  ad- 
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here  to  its  former  vote,    and   non-concur  in  the 
amendment  of  the  other  branch. 

The  Board  voted  to  adhere  to  their  former  vote. 
Sent  down. 

THE   LATE  MUNICIPAL  ELECTION— INVESTIGATION 
ORDERED. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  It  appears  from  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Election  Returns  for  municipal  offi- 
cers chosen  Dec.  14, 1880,  that  the  conduct  of  the 
election  on  that  day  in  Precinct  3  of  Ward  13,  or 
the  returns  of  the  ballots,  was  accompanied  by 
practices  intended  probably  to  defraud  the  legal 
voters  of  that  precinct  of  their  rights  and  will  as 
expressed  by  the  ballots  cast  by  them  at  said 
election,  and  that  consequently  one  or  more  mem- 
bers of  this  Board  were  deprived  of  the  rightful 
number  of  ballots  to  which  they  were  entitled, 
aud  their  seats  at  this  Board  were  thereby  en- 
dangered; and 

Whereas,  The  last  Board  of  Aldermen  could 
only  declare  the  results  of  the  election  as  exhib- 
ited  by  the  duly  certified  returns  or  by  the  ballots 
actually  found  in  the  envelopes  received  from  the 
several  precinct,?,  and  could  not  investigate  the 
charges  of  fraud  winch  were  openly  made,  it  is 
th  sref ore 

Ordered,  That  a  special  committee  of  Aldermen 
be  appointed  to  investigate  fully  and  thoroughly 
the  conduct  of  the  election  and  the  counting  and 
disposition  of  the  ballots  cast  in  Precinct  3  of 
Ward  13,  on  the  14th  day  of  December  last,  to  the 
end  that  justice  may  be  done  to  all  parties  inter- 
ested, and  that  the  perpetrators  of  the  alleged 
fraud,  if  any  such  can  be  determined,  may  be  ar- 
rested and  punished,  the  expense  of  such  investi- 
gation, if  any,  to  be  charged  to  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Read  twice  and  passed,  and  Aldermen  Flynu, 
Caldwell  and  Whitten  were  appointed  said  com- 
mittee. 

ICE  IN  SOUTH  BAY  CHANNEL. 

Alderman  Curtis  offered  an  order— That  the 
Fire  Commissioners  be  instructed  to  cause  the 
ice  in  South  Bay  Channel  to  be  broken  up,  so  that 
in  case  of  fire  the  fire-boat  can  go  up  and  down 
the  said  channel,  and  hereafter  to  keep  said  chan- 
nel open.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

BILLS  ALLOWED. 

Alderman  Tucker  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  chairman   of   the   Board  of 
Aldermen  be  authorized  to    approve  bills  for  ex- 
penses incurred  by  the  Board  of   Aldermen  and 
the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Board  not  having 


charge  of  any  appropriations,  also  by  individual 
members  of  the  Board  while  engaged  in  the  dis- 
charge of  official  duty.  The  amount  of  said  bills 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Contingent 
Fund  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  allow 
for  payment  the  following-named  bill,  the  said 
bill  not  having  been  presented  at  his  office  within 
three  months  of  the  date  of  contracting  the  same, 
as  required  by  the  twenty-second  joint  rule  of  the 
City  Council,  the  same  having  been  duly  ap- 
proved: Hall  &  Whipple,  May  15,  $3.15,  chargea- 
ble to  the  appropriation  for  Incidental  Expenses, 
being  for  refreshments  furnished  committee  on 
July  4,  1880. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Tucker  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Claims  be  authorized  to  draw  upon 
the  Treasurer  by  special  draft  in  the  usual  form 
through  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts, 
for  the  payment  of  all  executions  or  judgments 
of  court  against  the  city,  when  properly  certified 
as  correct  by  the  City  Solicitor.  Passed.  Sent, 
down. 

FRANKLIN  FUND. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order— That  a  com- 
mittee of  two  Aldermen  be  appointed  to  examine 
the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Franklin 
Fund.  Passed,  and  Aldermen  Viles  and  Tucker 
were  appointed  said  committee. 

PAY  OF  DECEASED  PENSIONER. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order— That  the 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  pay  to  Mary  E.  Pres- 
ton, daughter  of  Samuel  Preston,  deceased,  and 
lately  on  the  retired  list  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment, the  amount  of  pension  recently  allowed  to 
him,  amounting  to  $27.    passed.    Sent  down. 

INSPECTORS  OF  PRISONS. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order— That  a  com- 
mittee of  three  members  of  this  Board  be  ap- 
pointed to  make  the  examination  of  the  several 
prisons  and  houses  of  detention  within  this  coun- 
ty, as  required  by  law.  Passed,  and  Aldermen 
Slade,  Breck  and  Whitten  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS  RESUMED. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  an  order — That  the 
several  standing  committees  of  this  Board  re- 
sume the  unfinished  business  of  the  last  year 
which  is  appropriate  for  said  committees. 
Passed. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JANUARY    13,    1881. 

Regular  meeting:  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Andrew 
J.  Bailey,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Auditor's  exhibit  lor  Jan.  1, 1881,  annual  report 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps,  and  sunary  an- 
nual reports  of  superintendents  of  bridges.  Sev- 
erally placed  on  file. 

Petitions   were  referred  to  in  concurrence. 

Notice  of  organization  of  Committee  oc  Ac- 
counts.   Placed  on  file. 

Ice  in  South  Bay. 

Order  requesting  the  Fire  Commissioners  to 
cause  the  ice  in  South  Bay  Channel  to  be  broken 
up,  and  to  keep  said  channel  open  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  fire  boat. 

Mr,  Parkman  of  Ward  9  moved  to  non-concur 
and  to  substitute  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  the  Harbor,  wheu  appointed,  be  directed  to 
consider  and  report  what  means,  if  any,  can  be 
taken  to  keep  the  ice  in  South  Bay  Channel 
broken  up. 

Mr.  Parkman— I  would  say  in  explanation  of 
the  substitute,  that  at  the  request  of  one  of  the 
Fire  Commissioners,  and  in  company  with  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  from  Ward  23, 1  examined  the 
fire-boat,  especially  in  relation  to  its  anility  to 
perform  the  service  asked  for  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  The  fire  boat  is  an  iron-bound  boat, 
with  plates  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  in  thickness. 
It  has  already  been  used  by  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners for  the  purpose  of  breaking  up  ice,  and 
the  result  was  seen  in  the  broken  ribs  and  sides 
of  the  boat,  which  necessitates  its  being  sent  to 
the  dock  for  repairs.  We  also  took  a  short  trip 
into  the  ice  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  how  it 
would  work,  and  we  saw  the  sides  of  the  boat  de- 
flected and  bent  in  when  they  struck  the  ice.  The 
boat  is  entirely  unfitted  for  the  purpose  of  break- 
ing up  ice,  and  rendering  it  useful  for  that  pur- 
pose would  necessitate  a  large  outlay,  which 
would  take  it  off  from  its  present  duty  of  putting 
out  fires  for  a  long  time.  I  have  therefore  offered 
the  substitute  and  hope  it  will  pass. 

The  substiiute  was  passed. 

Mr.  Parkman  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 
Claims. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Claims  to  draw 
upon  the  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  executions 
and  judgments  of  court  against  the  city.  Passed 
to  a  second  reading. 

Item-oval    oj   ice  and  Snow  from  Sidewalks    in 
Front  of  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 

Order  directing  the  removal  of  snow  and  ice 
from  sidewalks  connected  with  public  buildings 
and  lands,  by  the  Superintendents  of  Health  and 
Streets. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  move  to  amend  by 
adding  the  words,  "schoolhouse  yards."  I  have 
been  trying  to  get  the  snow  and  ice  removed 
from  the  schoolhouse  yards  for  two  years. 
I  do  not  make  much  headway  about  it, 
because  the  janitors  say  they  have  not 
the  time  nor  the  facilities  to  do  it.  The 
Superintendent  oi  Streets  says  he  has  nothing  to 
do  with  it,  and  the  School  Committee  say  they 
have  no  jurisdiction  over  it.  I  think  it  ought  to 
be  done,  for  I  believe  it  is  dangerous  to  the  health 
of  the  children.  1  move  to  amend  by  inserting 
"and  yards"  after  the  word  "sidewalks." 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— In  connection  with 
tnat  amendment  it  seems  to  me  another  amend- 
ment might  be  necessary,  to  add  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Buildings.  The  Superintendent 
of  Streets  might  possibly  claim  that  the  care  of 
the  schoolhouse  yards  properly  belonged  in  the 
department  of  publie|buildings.  At  all  events, 
there  is  no  question  but  we  have  the  right  to  pass 
an  order  to  direct  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  to  discnarge  this  duty.  Whether  we 
have  the  right  to  tell  the  other  superintendents 
to  do  this  I  am  somewhat  in  doubt. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  am  told  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings  that  he  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  schoolhouse  yards  at  all. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14 — The  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  has  nothing  to  do  with  clearing 
the  yards.  He  has  no  men  to  do  it  with.  It 
strikes  me  the  Superintendent  of  Health  is  the 
proper  party,  as  he  has  men  employed  for  that 
kind  of  work. 


Mr.  Whitmore— I  speak  because  I  have  some  in- 
formation which  perhaps  the  rest  of  the  Council 
have  not  in  regard  to  the  duties  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets.  If  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  refuses  to  do  it,  we  can  only  enter  a  pro- 
test on  our  part.  1  think  the  proper  superintend- 
ent to  be  instructed  by  us  is  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings.  I  doubt  very  much  if  we 
have  the  right  in  this  body  to  direct  either  the 
Superintendent  of  Health  or  of  Streets.  If 
they  do  not  object,  I  do  not  care  by  which  it  is 
done. 

Mr.  Lauten — I  do  not  care  which  way  it  goes.  I 
want  to  rind  out  who  is  responsible  for  it.  I  have 
been  trying  for  two  years  to  find  out,  and  been 
unable  to  do  so. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Lauten  was  adopted, 
and  the  order  as  amended  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

Pay  of  a  Deceased  Pensioner. 

Order  for  the  payment  of  $27  to  Mary  E.  Pres- 
ton, daughter  of  Samuel  Preston,  deceased,  being 
the  amount  due  said  Preston  as  a  retired  police 
officer.  Ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  rule  was  suspended 
and  the  order  was  passed,  in  concurrence.  Mr. 
Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration.  Lost. 
fourth  of  July  Celebration. 

Order  to  allow  for  paymeut  a  bill  of  Hall  & 
Whipple,  amounting  to  §3.15,  for  refreshments 
furnished  the  Committee  ou  the  Celebration  of 
the  Fourth  ot  July  last  year. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— This  bill  may  be  all 
right,  but  it  says  it  is  for  refreshments  furnished 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Fourth  of  July.  I  was  a 
member  of  that  committee,  and  did  not  get  any 
of  these  refreshments.  If  my  name  is  ou  there 
it  ought  not  to  be  there. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
Joint  Committees. 

Orders  came  down  as  follows:  For  the  appoint- 
ment of  twenty-four  joint  standing  committees, 
twenty-seven  joint  nominating  committees  and 
special  joint  committees  on  public  parks  and 
Scony  Brook  improvement. 

Mr.  (ireenouirh  of  Ward  9—1  would  like  to  ask 
whether  it  will  be  in  order  to  move  that  we  join 
the  members  of  the  Common  Council  to  the  joint 
committees. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  state  that  be 
is  not  prepared  to  announce  any  committees 
whatever  tonight. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12,  the 
rule  was  suspended,  and  the  several  orders  took 
their  two  readings  by  reading  their  title  only. 

Pending  actiou  on  the  passage  of  the  above 
orders,  Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  raised  the  point 
of  order  whether  in  the  absence  of  any  joint  rules 
the  orders  could  be  passed  and  the  Council  agree 
to  the  joint  standing  committees  agreed  upon  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  that  these 
are  really  special  committees  that  are  now  ap- 
pointed. 

The  several  orders  were  passed  in  concurrence, 
and  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hop- 
ing it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

[Further  action  was  taken  later  in  the  session.] 

COURTESIES  TO  DISTINGUISHED    VISITORS. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Council  consid- 
ered the  order  for  the  Mayor  to  extend  courtesies 
to  distinguished  strangers  during  the  present 
year. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  move  to  amend  by 
inserting  the  words  "the  expense  thereof  not  to 
exceed  §3000."  before  the  words  "to  be  charged." 
I  make  this  amendment  because  it  seems  improp- 
er to  give  any  officer  the  right  to  expend  money 
without  any  limit.  I  make  it  myself  because  our 
present  excellent  Mayor  is  a  man  who  has,  ia  my 
opinion,  shown  a,  gooti  d*-al  of  judgment  in  his  ex- 
penditures for  this  purpose.  I  have  looked  at 
the  Auditer's  last  report  and  rind  that  the 
amounts  charged  to  both  the  incidental  and 
the  Mayor's  contingent  fund  for  this  purpose 
are  less  than  $3000.  I  put  the  limit  at,  that  amount, 
and  should  be  happy  to  make  it  $5000,  if  anybody 
prefers.  But  I  think  it  is  a  bad  precedent  for  us 
to  give  any  official  power  to  spend  money  without 
limit,  and  we  can  the  more  readily  change  the 
custom  while  it  is  in  the  hands  of  an  officer  who 
has  not  abused  the  trust.  The  order  was  first  in- 
troduced during  the  administration  of  Mayor 
Cobb,  and  I  doubt  if  there  has  been  any  abuse 
of  the  power.  It  is  the  only  order  we 
pass  for  the  expenditure  of  money  without 
any  limit.  It  is  more  business-like  to  pass  it  with 
some  limit.    Of  course  if  some  unexpected  rea- 


17 


COMMON       COUNCIL, 


son  should  require  the  Mayor  to  spend  more  than 
$3000,  we  would  he  happy  to  give  him  more.  The 
amendment  is  intended  to  relieve  him  somewhat 
from  his  present  responsibility  on  account  of  the 
form  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18—1  move  to  strike  out 
"$3000"  and  insert  "$5000." 

Mr.  Hart's  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Whitmore  withdrew  his  proposition  to 
make  it  $3000. 

The  order  as  amended,  with  a  limit  of  $5000,  was 
passed— yeas  00,  nays  0.    Sent  up. 

JOINT    RULES:    AND  ORDERS. 

The  order  concerning  the  joint  rules  and  orders 
of  the  City  Council  came  down  with  the  non- 
concurrence  of  the  other  branch  in  the  amend- 
ment of  this  Council,  and  their  adherence  to  their 
former  vote. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  moved  to  concur  with 
the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  President— The  Chair  does  not  know  what 
there  is  to  concur  in. 

The  matter  being  debatable  was  passed  over 
for  the  preseir,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Whitmore, 
in  accordance  with  rule  41. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  Will  the  Chair  be  so  kind  as  to  inform  me 
why  he  ;  cceptea  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12?    Have  you  adopted  rule  41  ? 

The  President— I  take  it  that  the  rule  is  that  all 
debatable  matters  shall  he  passed  over  for  the 
present,  ii  it  is  requested  by  a  member. 

The  matter  was  again  taken  up,  when  the  other 
papers  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  unfin- 
ished business  had  been  passed  upon. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  do  not  wish  to  interfere  at  all 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16,  who  seems  to 
desire  the  Council  to  concur,  and  undoubtedly 
some  motion  can  be  made  for  that  purpose.  I 
move,  however,  that  the  Council  now  re- 
cede from  its  former  action  and  concur  with 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  the  adoption  of  the 
first  eighteen  rules  as  they  stand,  and  ask  for  a 
committee  of  conference  in  regard  to  the  other 
joint  rules  in  dispute  between  the  two  branches. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  motion  was  adopted,  and  on 
his  motion  it  was  voted  that  the  committee  con- 
sist of  rive,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Chair.  The 
President  appointed  Messrs.  Whitmore  of  Ward 
12,  Greenough  of  Ward  9,  Pratt  of  Ward 21,  Hagar 
of  Ward  10.  and  Pray  of  Ward  5. 
RULES    AND    ORDERS    OF    THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  follow- 
ing (City  Doc.  6): 

The  Committee  on  Rules  and  Orders  of  the 
Common  Council,  to  whom  were  referred  certain 
proposed  amendments  to  the  Rules  and  Orders, 
having  considered  the  subject,  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report : 

The  thorough  examination  and  revision  given 
to  the  rules  of  the  Common  Council  at  the  Be- 
ginning of  last  year  render  it  unnecessary  to 
make  many  alterations  at  the  present  time. 
Your  committee,  however,  recommend  the  fol- 
lowing changes  and  additions  as  calculated,  in 
their  opinion,  to  facilitate  the  despatch  of  busi- 
ness. 

Rules  26,  27,  28,  to  be  transferred  to  the  end  of 
the  list,  and  of  course  all  rules  subsequent  to  be 
renumbered. 

Rule  46  is  here  printed  for  convenie  ce,  in  the 
form  as  amended  by  the  Council  on  July  29,  1880 
(Proceedings,  p.  420): 

"Every  motion  shall  be  reduced  to  writing,  if 
the  President  shall  so  direct;  and  no  other  mo- 
tion shall  be  entertained  until  a  reasonable  time 
be  afforded  for  compliance  with  such  direction." 

To  amend  rule  49,  so  that  it  shall  read  "When  a 
question  is  under  debate,  the  President  shall  re- 
ceive no  motion  but 

To  adjourn, 

To  lay  on  the  table, 

For  the  previous  question, 

To  specially  assign  to  a  time  certain, 

To  commit, 

To  amend, 

To  recommit, 

To  refer  to  another  board, 
or 

To  postpone  indefinitely." 

These  several  motions  shall  have  precedence  in 
the  order  in  which  they  stand  arranged.  They 
shall  not  be  applied  to  each  other,  except  that 
the  motion  to  assign,  commit,  amend,  recommit, 
or  refer  may  be  amended;  and  the  previous  ques- 
tion may  be  demanded  upon  an  amendment, 
which  motion  shall  be  decided  without  debate.  A 
motion  to   strike   out  the   enacting  clause  of  an 


ordinance   shall   be    equivalent   to  a   motion  to 
postpone  indefinitely. 

In  rule  50  insert  the  woids,  "and  no  member 
shall  speak  more  than  three  minutes." 

In  rule  66,  change  'majority"  so  it  shall  read  "it 
a  member  who  voted  with  the  prevailing  side 
shall  give  notice,"  etc. 

Omit  rule  72. 

Add  the  rules  for  the  custody  of  the  Common 
Council  chamber  and  adjoining  rooms,  to  be 
numbered  as  rule  71. 

The  committee  herewith  submit  as  usual  a  copy 
of  the  amended  rules  and  orders. 

William  H.  Whitmore, 
Charles  E.  Pratt, 
Malcolm  S.  Greenough, 

Committee. 

The  report  was  accepted.  Mr.  Whitmore 
moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail.    Lost. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  suppose,  sir,  the  next  step 
will  be  to  adopt  the  rules  and  orders,  or  amend 
them  as  the  Council  may  see  tit.  I  desire  to  ex- 
plain very  briefly  the  few  changes  which  the  com- 
mittee have  made.  The  change  of  the  rules  in 
position  will  be  seen  to  be  merely  carrying  the 
rule  in  regard  to  the  care  and  custody  of  the 
Council  chamber  nearly  to  the  last  of  the  list, 
where  it  belongs.  Rule  46  is  not  amended, 
but  is  reprinted  as  amended,  because  it  was 
amended  last  year,  and  theiefore  is  not  in  the 
form  in  which  it  stands  in  the  manual  of  last 
year.  In  regard  to  rule  25,  I  have  been  allowed 
by  the  other  members  of  the  committee  to  say 
that  personally  I  do  not  accept  the  advisability 
of  adopting  the  last  section,  that  the  Council 
shall  nor,  be  adjourned  for  want  of  a  quorum  until 
a  call  of  the  roll  has  been  had  by  order  of  the 
President.  Having  been  obliged,  two  years 
ago,  to  make  a  decision  that  the  President 
was  ohliged  to  adjourn  the  Council  when 
it  appeared  that  there  was  not  a  quorum  present, 
that  question  having  been  settled  by  the  charter: 
but  inasmuch  as  the  President  of  this  year  is 
likely  to  have  the  roll  called  of  his  own  motion — 
just  what  this  rule  requires  him  to  do — I  have  no 
objection  to  its  standing  and  make  no  minority 
report  in  the  matter.  The  only  change  we  have 
made  in  mle  49  is  to  put  in  the  words  to  "recom- 
mit" and  "to  refer  to  another  Board";  we  have  also 
changed  the  word  "postpone"  to  "specially  as- 
sign to  a  time  certain."  The  old  phraseology 
used  to  be,  "to  postpone  to  a  day  certain,"  but 
inasmuch  as  the  Council  have  always  used  the 
phraseology,  ■" to  specially  assign,"  we  have  made 
that  verbal  change.  The  idea  has  prevailed  here- 
tofore that  the  term  "commit"  included  also  a 
"recommitment."  It  has  been  suggested  that 
occasionally,  when  it  was  intended  to  recommit, 
it  might  be  desired  by  some  member  to  amend 
the  matter  before  it  was  recommitted,  and 
therefore  the  phrase  has  been  used  so  that 
a  motion  to  recommit  can  be  super- 
seded by  a  motion  to  amend.  It  was 
thought  also  that  "to  commit"  might  include  a 
reference  to  the  next  City  Government,  which 
has  not  been  recognized  heretofore;  hence  the 
provision  "to  refer  to  another  Board"  has  been 
inserted.  I  believe  those  slight  changes  will  en- 
able us  to  act  with  more  precision.  We  have  also 
put  in  the  clause  that  these  motions  "shall  not 
be  applied  to  each  other,"  in  order  that  it  might 
be  under  the  eyes  of  members  at  all  times,  be- 
cause sometimes  it  happens  that  some  at- 
tempt is  made  to  apply  each  of  these 
motions  to  the  other,  and  we  put  it  in 
to  make  it  plain.  In  rule  47— which  is  the  present 
rule  50,  as  it  stands  on  page  8  of  the  manual — we 
have  put  in  the  words,  "No  member  shall  speak 
more  than  three  minutes"  in  a  debate  on  the  call 
for  the  previous  question,  or  on  a  motion  to  lay 
upon  the  table.  The  rule  limits  debate  on  those 
motions  to  ten  minutes,  while  the  time  allowed 
each  member  in  general  debate  is  fifteen  min- 
utes. One  member  might  take  up  all  of 
the  ten  minutes,  which  is  not  intended. 
The  words  limiting  each  member  to  three 
minutes  were  probably  dropped  by  ac- 
cident last  year.  In  reporting  this  clause 
we  have  made  no  particular  change  in  the  rules. 
In  regard  to  section  63,  on  reconsideration,  in  the 
fifth  line,  the  words  heretofore  used  are,  "who- 
soever shall  vote  with  the  majority,"  may  move 
or  file  a  notice  of  reconsideration.  It  is  specially 
laid  down  by  Cushing  that  by  majority  is  meant 
the  prevailing  side.  Therefore  we  thought  i 
better  to  use  the  plainest  language,  so  that  n 
mistake     could     be    made.       It   will   occur  t 
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all  members  of  the  Council  that  if  a 
vote  requires  two-thirds,  and  that  num- 
ber is  not  obtained,  and  a  majority  of  lhe 
hou«e  iavor  it,  they  are  not  the*  prevailing  side. 
All  parliamentary  law  decides  that  this  rule 
would  mean  the  prevailing  side,  and  to  prevent 
any  mistake  we  have  put  it  in  this  form.  I  be- 
lieve the  gentleman  from  Ward  21,  Mr.  Pratt,  de- 
sired to  offer  an  amendment,  if  he  saw  tit,  and 
the  committee  were  willing  that  he  should  have 
the  opportunity;  but  I  believe  he  has  altered  his 
inind  in  lespec't  to  it.  The  last  ch  Mige  is  to  omit 
the  present  rule  72,  which  is  that  Cushing's  Man- 
ual shall  be  the  standard.  In  point  of 
fact,  this  rule  was  adopted  in  1875,  and 
has  not  been  found  to  work  very  well.  No- 
body ever  refers  to  Cushing's  Manual,  because 
the  chair  is  supposed  to  have  all  those  rules  in 
his  mind.  References  made  in  our  debates  are 
always  to  Cushing's  larger  work.  The  omission 
of  that  section  leaves  it  in  this  way — that  the 
Council  will  be  governed  by  the  general  parlia- 
mentary law  on  the  subject;  subject,  however,  to 
the  support  given  by  the  Council  to  the  Presi- 
dent. It  is  to  be  presume  d  that  the  President 
will  be  sufficiently  ver.  e  I  in  parliamentary  law 
to  make  a  wise  decision,  and  it  is  to  be  supposed 
that  the  Council  wil  always  sustain  the  decision 
of  the  Chair.  The  only  advantage  of  keeping  the 
old  section  was  to  en»ble  each  member  to  get  up 
and  dispute  the  decision  of  the  President.  As 
we  do  not  supply  Cushing's  Manual  to  members, 
it  would  s»-eiu  fair  to  all  Presidents  i  hat  Cushing's 
Manual  should  be  taken  out.  These  changes 
which  I  have  undertaken  to  explain  in  deiail  are 
so  very  few  that  I  hope  the  Council,  having  ac- 
cepted our  report,  will  proceed  to  adopt  the  rules 
and  orders  reported  as  those  of  the  Council  for 
the  present  year.  1  therefore  move  that  the  rules 
as  reported  in  City  Document,  (i  be  adopted  as  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  Council  for  the  present 
year. 
The  rules  were  adopted  as  reported. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  FitzpatricK  of  Ward  8— Petition  of  John 
J.  McXutt,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
at  the  junction  of  Maiden  and  Wareham  streets. 
Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings  to  be  appointed.  Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17— Petition  of  W.  H. 
Candy  and  others,  owners  and  residents  on  War- 
ren avenue,  between  Clarendon  and  Dartmouth 
streets,  protesting  against  any  change  in  the 
name  of  said  avenue,  and  asking  for  a  hearing. 
Referred  to  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners. 
Subsequently  this  vote  was  reconsidered,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Child  (after  the  passage  of  an  order 
given  below),  and  the  petition  was  referred  to  the 
ommittee  on  Ordinances.    Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Cnild— Petition  of  Rev.  O.  P.  Gifford 
and  others,  trustees  and  proprietors  of  the  War- 
ren-avenue Baptist  Church,  against  the  proposed 
change  of  the  name  of  Warren  avenue.  Laid  on 
the  table  on  motion  of  Mr.  Guild,  at  the  request 
of  Mr.  Whitraore,  who  wished  to  offer  an  order  on 
the  subject.  Subsequently  it  was  taken  up  and 
referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
Sent  up. 

DUPLICATION  OP  NAMES  OF  STREETS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  report  on  the  changes  of 
the  names  of  streets  he  taken  from  the  files  of 
last  year  and  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  with  instructions  to  report 
whether  or.not  it  should  be  indorsed  by  the  City 
Council, 

Mr.  Whitmore — The  explanation  of  the  matter 
is  this:  Last  year  the  report  came  in  from 
the  Street  Commissioners  suggesting  changes 
in  the  names  of  certain  streets.  As  I  un- 
derstand it,  the  Street  Commissioners,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  can  make 
all  these  changes.  But  they  wished  to  see  what 
public  sentiment  was  in  the  matter,  and  instead 
of  passing  the  order  they  submitted  a  nreliminary 
report.  That  report  came  to  this  branch,  and  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  It 
then  went  to  the  Aldermen,  who  laid  it  on  the 
table,  and  when  the  year  expired  no  disposition 
was  made  of  it.  It  is,  therefore,  I  presume,  on  the 
files  of  last  year.  I  have  offered  this  order  to  take 
it  from  the  files  and  send  it  to  this  commit- 
tee. Inasmuch  as  the  City  Council  asked 
for  this  report,  and  it  has  been  made,  it  seems 
proper  that  some  committee  should  investigate 
and  report  on  the  subject,  especially  in  view  of 
the  numerous  protests  against  the  suggested 
changes  of   names.     I    presume  that  the  Street 


Commissioners  desire  an  expression  of  the  opin- 
ion of  the  City  Council  as  to  whether  this  great 
number  of  changes  is  desirable,  inasmuch  as  they 
have  sent  us  their  preliminary  report;  and  of 
Course  the  only  way  to  get  at  it  is  to  refer  it 
to  a  committee.  The  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances is  selected  because  this  whole  matter 
originated  in  an  order  offered  by  me  two  years 
ago  referring  the  subject  to  that  committee. 
They  gave  several  hearings,  and  made  an  elabor- 
ate report,  prepared  by  the  Clerk  of  Committees, 
in  regard  to  the  nomenclature  of  stieets.  Upon 
that  report  application  was  made  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  a  new  law  was  passed  in  regard  to  the 
naming  of  streets,  and  it  is  under  that  law  the 
Street  Commissioners  have  authority  to  act.  The 
Street  Commissioners,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  can  make  every  one  of 
these  changes  without  consulting  the  Common 
Council  at  all.  But  as  they  have  been  so  cour- 
teous as  to  submit  a  preliminary  report  to  us,  it  is 
proper  that  they  should  be  treated  with  some  re- 
spect by  referring  it  to  a  committee.  I  hope  the 
order  will  be  passed.  Any  remonstrances  against 
the  proposed  changes  can  go  to  that  committee, 
who  will  report  to  the  Council,  and  we  can  make 
any  suggestions  to  the  Street  Commissioners  we 
see  lit. 
The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

WASHINGTON'S   BIRTHDAY. 

Mr. Barry  of  Ward  1C  offered  an  order— That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  cause  the  bells 
to  be  rung  and  flags  to  be  displayed  on  Tuesday, 
Feb.  22,  1881.  in  commemoration  of  the  birthday 
ofGtorge  Washington;  the  expense  attending 
the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Incidentals.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

MEMORIAL  OF  25UTH   ANNIVERSARY. 

Mr.  Rosuosky  of  Ward  16  offered  an  order — 
That  instead  of  one  copy  of  the  memorial  of  the 
250th  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Boston, 
each  of  the  new  members  of  the  City  Council  be 
provided  with  five  copies.  Referred  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Printing  when  appointed,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Rosnosky.  The  same  gentleman 
moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

THE  DUMPING    OF    SNOW  ON  THE  COMMON. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Martin  Brimmer  and  others,  that  the  prac- 
tice of  dumping  snow  on  the  part  of  the  Common 
near  Beacon  street  be  discontinued,  for  the  rea- 
son that  it  disfigures  the  locality  and  is  unhealth- 
ful,  and  asking  for  a  hearing  thereon. 

Mr.  Greenough -In  moving  the  reference  of  the 
petition  to  the  Committee  on  Common,  I  wish  to 
say  a  few  words  in  connection  with  it.  The  list 
of  signers  of  the  petition,  although  small,  com- 
prises some  of  the  most  public-spi/ited  and  ener- 
getic business  men  of  the  city  of  Boston.  They 
are  unwilling  to  ask  for  anything  they  are  not 
entitled  to.  Some  of  those  gentlemen,  with  a 
great  deal  of  liberality,  have  done  a  great  deal  to 
ornament  the  city,  and  if  there  is  no  pressing 
reason  to  the  contrary,  they  would  like  to 
present  to  the  City  Council  through  the 
Committee  on  Common  their  reasons  for 
believing  there  is  no  occasion  for  disfiguring  that 
most  beautiful  of  the  public  grounds  of  Boston 
with  a  pile  of  nasty,  bad-smelling  dirt,  which  is 
taken  up  in  the  streets  and  put  there  in  the  win- 
ter. If  there  is  any  good  reason  why  it  should  be 
done,  the  petitioners  have  nothing  to  say.  I  shall 
move  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Common , 
and  trust  that  they  will  report  an  ordinance  pre- 
venting it  not  only  for  the  present  but  tor  all 
coming  winters.  If  they  prevent  it  at  the  present 
time  the  petitioners  will  ask  for  nothing  further; 
but  if  they  propose  to  let  it  continue,  the  peti- 
tioners propose  to  ask  for  a  hearing. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Greenough,  the  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common  to  be  ap- 
pointed, with  instructions  to  grant  the  petition- 
ers a  hearing  if  requested.    Sent  up. 

THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  offered  an  order- 
That  when  this  Council  adjourn,  it  be  to  meet  on 
Tuesday  next,  at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M. 

Mr.  Greenough— Th6  reason  for  offering  that 
order  is,  if  possible,  to  facilitate  the  appointment 
of  the  joint  standing  committees.  If  that  order 
is  passed  I  propose  to  move  to  suspend  the  rule 
by  which  we  are  prevented  from  reconsidering  a 
matter  a  second  time,  and  if  that  is  carried  I 
shall  then  move  to  reconsider  the  votes  for  the 
appointment  of  the  special  committees  which 
came  down  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men,   and    I    shall    move    to    assign    that    ap- 
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poiutment  to  the  next  meeting-.  It  is  im- 
portant that  the  standing  committees  should  be 
appointed.  The  chairmen  of  the  committees 
ought  to  approve  the  department  lulls  so  they 
can  go  to  the  Auditor  on  the  20th.  If  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  concur  in  the  amendment  we  have 
made  to  the  order  in  regard  to  the  joint  rules, 
then  those  standing' committees  can  be  appoint- 
ed on  Tuesday  evening.  We  have  passed  orders 
for  joint  special  committees,  but  it  the  Aldermen 
concur  in  our  vote  accepting  the  first 
eighteen  joint  rules,  there  will  be  no 
need  of  these  special  committees,  for  the 
standing  committees  can  then  be  ap- 
pointed; and  we  do  not  need  two  sets  of  commit- 
tees. The  sooner  ws  get  those  joint  committees 
the  better,  and  if  the  Aldermen  agree  with  us  in 
accepting  the  first  eighteen  joint  rules,  then  we 
can  reconsider  the  appointment  of  these  joint 
special  committees. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  1G— I  hope  this  order  will 
not  prevail.  It  seems  to  me  those  gentlemen  on 
this  committee  are  pressing  this  by  asking  for 
an  adjournment  to  next  Tuesday  night, 
and  also  asking  to  reconsider  the.  votes 
appointing  committees.  I  hope  the  gen- 
tlemen understand  this  business.  There  are 
some  departments  that  ought  to  be  attended  to. 
What  assurance  has  the  gentleman  got  that  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  will  accept  the  amendment 
next  Monday  ?  If  he  comes  here  next  Tuesday 
night,  and  they  have  not  accepted  the  amend- 
ment, we  will  nave  to  adjourn  to  next  Thursday. 
I  tbink  we  can  wait  until  next  Thursday  night. 
If  the  gentleman  has  so  much  interest  in  the  city 
of  Boston,  as  all  the  departments  are  loose  today 
without  any  committees,  I  think  we  can  stand  it 
as  well  as  he  can. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Greenough  moved  a  reconsideration  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

THE  JOINT  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  now  move  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  which  prevents  the  reconsid- 
eration of  a  matter  which  has  been  once  recon- 
sidered. 

Mr.  Wbitmore  of  Ward  12— Before  that  is  put  I 
hope  that  the  gentleman,  following  the  usual 
custom,  will  be  allowed  to  explain  the  object  of 
his  motion. 

The  President— 1  understood  the  gentleman  had 
already  made  his  explanation. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  was  conversing  with  somebody  else 
when  I  made  the  explanation.  The  reason  for 
offering  this  is  that  we  may  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  we  have  accepted  the  appointment  of 
all  these  special  committees  until  we  see  whether 
the  Aldermen  will  concur  with  us  in  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Standing  Committees. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16— Will  the  Chair  please 
inform  me  what  rule  we  shall  suspend  now,  that 
the  gentleman  has  asked? 

The  President— The  rule  which  provides  that 
only  one  reconsideration  shall  be  had. 

Mr.  Greenough— Section  64  of  the  new  rules. 

The  President  read  rule  64: 

"When  amotion  for  reconsideration  has  been 
decided,  that  decision  shall  not  be  reconsidered, 
and  no  question  shall  be  twice  reconsidered,"  etc. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — Has  n't  this  question  been  re- 
considered once? 

Mr.  Greenough— I  moved  the  rule  be  suspended. 

Mr.  Rosnosky— I  have  the  floor. 

The  President— Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  has 
he  floor. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  —  Has  n't  this  question  been 
brought  up  once  and  reconsidered  this  evening. 

The  President — A  motion  has  been  made  to  re- 
consider and  lost,  anu  the  gentleman  has  moved 
to  suspend  the  rule,  to  enable  him  to  move  anoth 
er  reconsideration. 

The  rule  (64)  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Greenough  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  the  Council  concurred  with  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  in  the  appointment  of  the  several 
standing  and  nominating  committees,  and  moved 
to  specially  assign  further  consideration  of  the 
subject  to  the  next  meeting  at  a  quarter  before 
eight  o'clock.    Carried. 

THE  ELECTION  IN    PKECINCT  3,  WARD   13. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following: 
Whereas,  the  alleged  irregularities  in  the  count 

of  ballots  in  Precinct  3,  Ward  13,  at  the  last  city 

election,  might  influence   the   election   of   three 

members  of  this  Council: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Elections  be 

instructed  to  report   all  the  circumstances  con- 


nected with  the  vnting  in  said  precinct,  and  also 
to  present  any  suggestions  for  any  necessary 
changes  in  the  election  laws  of  this  city  or  State. 

Resolved,  That  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen  be  re- 
spectfully requested  to  direct  their  special  com- 
mittee upon  this  subject,  to  act  in  connection 
with  the  said  committee  so  as  to  form  a  joint 
committee  of  eight  members  in  the  usual  form. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  offer  that  order  because  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  probably  by  inadvertence, 
have  appointed  a  special  committee  of  three  of 
their  members  to  examing  into  all  the  mistakes 
and  irregularities  alleged  to  have  taken  place  in 
Ward  13,  Precinct  3,  at  the  last  election.  Cer- 
tainly we  in  this  branch  have  an  equal 
interest  in  the  matter,  as  the  election  of  three  of 
our  members  may  have  been  vitiated  by  those 
errors.  At  the  present  time  our  Committee  on 
Elections  is  examining  this  very  matter,  and  as  I 
presume  it  was  an  oversight  on  the  part  of  the  other 
Board,  to  hav*  appointed  a  special  committee  of 
that  branch,  I  have  asked  that  our  committee 
may  report  the  facts  which  they  necessarily  will 
find;  and  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  I  ask  that  the 
other  branch  allow  their  committee  to  act  at  the 
same  time.  It  will  be  the  height  of  absurdity,  of 
course,  for  the  committees  of  the  two  branches 
to  act  separately.  We  have  already  commenced 
an  investigation,  because  the  seat  of  one  of  our 
members  is  contested.  For  the  sake  of  harmony 
between  the  two  branches,  I  have  offered  this 
order  and  resolve,  and  hope  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men will  concur.  Of  course  we  have  the  same 
interest  in  having  correct  election  returns,  and  it 
seems  proper  that  the  two  committees  should 
make  the  examination  together. 

The  resolve  an  I  order  were  passed.  Mr.  Whit- 
more moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

CITY    SURVEYOR'S    DEPARTMENT. 

The  annual  report  of  the  City  Surveyor  (City 

Doc.  5)  was  received  and  sent  up. 
The  amount   expended   during   the   year   has 

been — 

Expenses  of  city  prorier,  South  and  East 
Boston,  Roxbury,  Weot  Roxbury,  Brigh- 
ton and  Charlestown 922,658.24 

Expenses  of  the  Dorchester  branch  office..      3,326.24 

Total  expenditure  from  appropriation  for 

surveying  for  18S0 $25 ,984.48 

The  following  is  a  classification  of  the  ex- 
penses: 

City    Surveyor's    Office. 
City  Proper,   South  and  East  Boston,   Roxbury, 

West  Roxbury,  Brighton  and  Charlestown. 
Salaries  of  the  City  Surveyor  and  twenty- 
two  employes  In  office JI20,339.55 

Drawing  paper  and  materials £67.62 

Furniture 142.75 

Hardware 7.75 

Plans  and  information  relating  to  streets..  100.75 

Horse-hire  tor  City  Surveyor 41.75 

Stationery,  note  books,  etc 275.52 

Binding  and  repairing  plans  in  volumes...  34.79 

New  instruments  and  repairing i.23.70 

Printing 23.20 

Incidental  expenses,  viz.,  car  fares,  ferry 
tol.s  travelling  expenses,  and  small  sup- 
plies for  r.fflce 544.27 

Telephone  line  tc  Dorchester 125.78 

Advertising 15.01 

Refreshments  for  committee 50.60 

Lithograph  maps  of  Dorchester 235.00 

"                ••       ••    Roxbury 98.00 

•'                "       "    South  Boston 100.00 

"                 "       "    East  Boston 87.00 

Other  miscellaneous  expenses 55.20 

§22,658.24 
Dorchester  Branch  Office. 
Surveyors  and  assistants  (five  persons)...  .  $3,074.50 

Drawing  materials,  stationery,  etc 16  54 

Fuel,  gas,  care  of  rooms,  etc 143.00 

Instruments,  and  repairs  of  same 13.75 

Travelling  expenses  and  incidentals 78.45 

S3. 326.24 
Employes. 
The  average  number  of  persons  employed  during 
the  past  year  to  perform  the  work  in  the  city 
proper,  Charlestown,    South  Boston,  East  Bos- 
ton, Roxbury,  West  Roxbury  and  Brighton  was. .  22 
The  average  number  of  persons  employed  at  Dor- 
chester branch  office 5 

~27 
The  report  gives  comparative  statistics  of  the 
appropriations  and  employes  for  a  series  of  years, 
a  list  of  the  plans  made  and  general  work"  done 
during  the  year  1880,  and  other  details  connected 
with  the  department. 

Adjourned,  on   motion   of    Mr.   Fitepatrick  of 
Ward  8,  at  8.50  o'clock,  P,  M. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY    17,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENT. 
Mayor's  Clerk— Frederick  E.  Goodrich.     Sent 
down. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  Frederick 
W.  Fisher,  tor  leave  to  project  a  lantern  from  235 
Pleasant  street;  Thomas  H.  Hearn,  for  leave  to 
project  a  druggist's  mortar  in  front  of  102  Harri- 
son avenue,  corner  Kneeland  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petition  for  leave  to  occupy  stable  as 
follows:  James  D.  Driseol,  new  wooden,  three 
horses,  next  to  195  Walnut  avenue,  Ward  21. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings.  Butchers'  Slaughtering 
and  Mel  ring  Association,  to  alter  a  wooden  build- 
ing on  tear  of  Market  street,  near  Winship  ave- 
nue. Ward  25. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Anna  L. 
Holmes,  for  compensation  for  Injuries  sustained 
by  alleged  insecure  condition  of  sidewalk  at  31 
Edinboio' street;  Froza.  Carr,  to  be  paid  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  from  insecure  condition 
of  Noith  street  Jan.  10, 1881;  Mary  Landry,  to  be 
paid  damages  for  personal  injuries  received  by 
an  alleged  defect  in  Nashua  street  Jan.  13, 1881. 
PETITION  FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 
A  petition  was  received  from  Joseph  P.Shaw  for 
leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler 
of  five  horse-power  in  Green  street,  near  Brook- 
line  avenue,  and  an  order  was  passed  for  a  hear- 
ing thereon  on  Monday,  Feb.  7,  at  four  o'clock 
P.M. 

"DEAD"     TELEGRAPH     "WIRES. 

The  following  was  received : 

Police  Commissioners'  Office, 

No.  7  Pemberton  Square, 
Boston,  Jan.  11, 1881. 
To  the  Honorable  the   Mayor  and  Board  of  Al- 
dermen— There  are  many  telegraph  wires  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  city  which  may  be  called  "dead 
wires,"  that  is,  which  are  no  longer  in  use.    They  . 
are  continuously  breaking  and  dropping  into  the 
street.    The  power  of  the   Police   in  the  matter  is 
very  limited,  and  legislation   seems    to  be  neces- 
sary compelling  the  removal  of  such  wires,  which 
sometimes  greatly  endanger  the  public  safety. 
Very  respect! ully, 

Henry  Walker, 
Chairman  Board  of  Po.ice  Commissioners. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  PaviDg,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Slade. 

inspectors  of  ballast. 
The  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Ballast  for  the 
quarter  ending  Dee.  31,  1880,   was  received  and 
sent  down. 
Received  $440.15;  expenses  $19.25. 

BRIDGE    REPORTS. 
The   annual   report    of   the   Superintendent  of 
Charles  River  Bridge  was   received,  showing  that 
9154  vessels  had  passed  through  the  draw  in   1880. 
Sent  down. 

SEWER    ASSESSMENTS. 

Reports  of  the  cost  of  constructing  sewers  were 
received  from  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers,  as 
follows: 

Parker  street,  Charlestown 8590.35 

Elmore  and  Viilmonl  streets 5,760  6i 

Pleasant  street,  Dorchester 1,908.45 

Henchman  street 373.63 

Knapp  street 334.40 

Palmer  and  Eustis  streets 346  13 

Park  street,  Dorchester  1,160.08 

ftreenwich  place.  Dorchester 79cf.70 

Glen  road.  West  Koxbury 1.222  25 

Tremont  street,  west  o£  Phillips  street 682.05 

Foster  street 41 9.20 

Dix  street,  Dorchester 2.687  33 

Cazenove  place 616.60 

Pearl  street,  Dorchester 1 ,046.45 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Order   to  give  each  new   member   of  the   City 


Council  five  copies  of  the  Anniversary  Memorial. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Printing  in  concur- 
rence 

Annual  report  City  Surveyor.  (City  Doc.  5.) 
Placed  on  file. 

Resolve,  that  this  Board  request  its  Committee 
on  Election  Irregularities  in  Ward  13,  to  act  in 
conjunction  with  the  Committee  on  Elections  on 
part  of  Common  Council.    Concurred. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  extend  courtesies  to  dis- 
tinguished strangers  visiting  this  city  during  this 
year — the  expense  not  to  exceed  $5000.  Passed  in 
concurrence— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Ice  in  South  Bay  Channel. 

The  order  for  the  Fire  Commissioners  to  keep 
the  South  Bay  Channel  clear  of  ice  came  up 
amended,  "so  that  the  Committee  on  the  Harbor 
shall  be  directed  to  report  what  means  can  be 
taken  to  keep  said  channel  free  from  ice." 

Alderman  Curtis — I  can  see  no  reason  why  the 
order  passed  one  week  ago  today  in  this  Board 
should  not  stand  just  as  it  is  written,  and  why 
this  Board  should  not  adhere  to  their  former  vote. 
And,  sir,  I  see  can  in  a  moment  that  what  they 
have  passed  in  the  other  branch  is  what  we  do 
not  want,  and  that  it  will  not  amount  to  anything. 
If  you  .will  look  a  moment,  the  amendment  is 
this: 

"That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Har- 
bor, wh-n  appointed,  be  directed  to  consider  and 
report  what  means,"  etc. 

When  that  committee  is  appointed.  Now,  sir, 
if  we  succeed  as  well  as  we  have  since  this  body 
was  organized  in  getting  your  committees,  anil 
then  have  it  referred  to  that  Committee  on  the 
Harbor,  and  they  have  a  hearing  and  report  back 
—and  they  have  a  right  to  keep  it  four  weeks,— 
why,  sir,  you  may  as  well  let  it  go  till  the  Fourth 
of  July,  and  have  the  ice  broken  up  about  that 
time,  for  you  would  n't  get  it  before  the  Fourth 
of  July.  The  order  was  introduced  in  this  Board 
to  protect  the  abutters  on  that  channel.  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  the  Fire  Commissioners  let  that 
channel  close  up  with  ice  when  it  was  their  dutv 
not  to  let  it  close  up.  I  think  I  can  show  you  it 
was  their  duty  not  to  let  it  close  up.  The  points 
they  raise  are,  that  the  fire  boat  is  not  strong 
enough  to  break  i  he  ice,  and  that  it  is  not  their 
duty  to  clear  that  channel.  So  far  as  the  ice  is 
concerned,  there  is  none  there  now,  and  it  is  a 
great  thing  to  bring  up  that  bugbear,  that  the 
boat  is  not  strong  enough,  when  I  took  a  little 
tugboat  last  Friday  and  run  it  up  through  that 
ice,  and  she  got  back  to  her  moorings  in 
just  two  hours.  The  fire  boat  lying 
there  has  nothing  to  do  under  the  heav- 
ens. She  has  her  captain,  and  he  is 
achiug  for  orders  If  he  had  an  order  to  go  up 
that  channel  and  runup  through  the  Charlestown 
channel,  he  would  fly  almost  out  of  his  boots. 
He  is  aching  for  something  to  do.  Now, 
sir,  the  ice  has  gone.  We  don't  care  anything 
about  that  order  two  months  hence.  If  we  refer 
it  to  this  Harbor  Committee,  the  sun  of  the  spring 
will  come  down  upon  us,  and  we  shall  not  want 
the  Ice  broken  up.  Now,  sir,  I  said  to  the  Fire 
Commissioners,  We  ask  you  to  run  up  and  down 
that  channel  once  a  day,  and  that  will  keep  the 
ice  from  getting  together.  It  will  take  the  cap- 
tain an  hour  and  a  half  to  do  it.  That  little  boat 
I  had  did  it  in  just  two  hours,  with  the  ice  ahead 
of  it.  Now,  sir',  I  am  told  by  the  head  of  the  com- 
missioners that  it  is  not  his  duty  to  do  it;  that  he 
lias  n't  the  right  to  do  it;  that  it  is  a  highway, 
the  same  as  Washington  street,  and  he  asks  to 
have  it  cleared  of  ice,  so  that  the  fire  boat  can 
go  up  there.  Said  I,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  agree 
with  you  in  one  point— it  is  a  highway.  To 
keep  it  so  all  he  has  to  do  is  to  keep  that  boat 
travelling  up  there  once  a  day,  and  keep  the  ice 
cut  away  before  it  hardens.  He  says  the  ice  is 
to  be  cleared  away  from  the  highway,  the  same 
as  the  streets  are  to  be  kept  clear  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets.  Suppose  we  see 
the  snow  coming,  and  we  know  it  will 
be  two  or  three  feet  deep  before  morn- 
ing. Does  the  Fire  Commissioner  go  to 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets  and  say,  I 
want  the  streets  cleared  in  case  there  should  be  a 
fire?  No,  sir;  he  does  not  do  it.  He  goes  to  the 
ordinance  and  says,  -I  have  the  power  to  hire 
horses,  and  take  men,  and  go  through  the  streets, 
and  put  this  fire  out.  What  do  we  ask  him  to  do 
here?  All  we  ask  him  to  do  here  is  to  let.  that 
boat  go  up  and  down  that  channel  every  day  or 
two  in  extremely  cold  weather,  to  prevent  the  ice 
from  closing  in  thick.     What  has  that  boat  got  to 
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do?  A8  I  said  before,  the  captain  is  rusting  out 
for  something  co  do.  They  sit  there  and  play 
checkers  and  dominoes  to  pass  away  the  time. 
They  want  something  to  do.  This  will  not  cost 
the  city  of  Boston  anyrhing.  All  that  it  will  cost 
for  that  boat  to  go  up  and  down  will  be.  a  little 
extra  coal.  I  say  there  is  where  it  belongs.  He 
has  the  right  and  the  power  to  do  it,  and  you  and 
I  and  this  Board  cannot  help  ourselves.  They 
have  the  power,  and  they  are  the  servants  of  this 
City  Government —under  pay,  too— and  they 
should  be  alert,  sir,  and  around,  and  see  where 
their  fire  engines  and  fire  boat  can  go  in  the  city 
of  Boston.  Now,  sir,  what  is  this  City  Council 
here  to  do?  We  are  the  servants  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston  without  pay.  Now,  sir,  if 
we  have  hired  servants,  is  it  for  them 
to  sit  in  this  building  and  not  do  their  duty? 
There  is  more  inflammable  material  in  that  half- 
mile  district  than  in  any  other  similar  district  in 
the  city.  The  people  there  are  alarmed  because 
they  have  had  so  many  fires.  There  is  no  reason 
why  they  should  not  be  when  they  come  and  want 
this  Board  to  break  up  that  ice  without  any  ex- 
pense to  the  city  of  Boston,  and  it  is  not  done. 
Why  should  n't  they  feel,  Mr.  Chairman,  alarmed? 
and  why  should  n't  this  Board  lake  some  notice 
of  them?  This  half  a  mile  of  territory  is  taxed 
to  a  large  amount.  Every  one  of  your  Assessors 
can  see  the  property.  It  is  n't  hidden.  It  is  n't 
put  in  the  background.  It  is  where  all  your  As- 
sessors can  get  bold  of  it,  and  the  owners  pay 
their  taxes  on  it,  and  why  should  n't  they  be  pro- 
tected? They  pay  for  this  Fire  Department  sir,  and 
let  them  be  protected.  It  is  n't,  Mr.  Chairman, 
like  a  man  with  a  bond  in  his  pocket,  and  the 
first  day  of  May  he  takes  up  his  residence  in  Mil- 
ton. Therefore,  I  say,  let  those  men  be  protected. 
You  and  I  have  a  right  to  come  here  for  protec- 
tion, and  it  is  our  duty  to  see  that  they  are  pro- 
tected. Now,  sir,  if  we  adopt  that  amendment, 
what  does  it  amount  to  for  the  present  time? 
Nothii  g  at  all.  It  is  nothing.  We  have  to  wait 
till  this  committee  is  appointed.  I  say 
let  us  do  today  what  should  be  done 
today,  and  not  put  it  off  until  tomor- 
row. I  hope  this  Board  will  not  adopt 
that>mendment,  but  will  adhere  to  their  former 
vote.  I  have  only  one  word  more  to  Bay  in  rela- 
tion to  this  first  order.  I  am  sorry  I  did  not  in- 
clude the  whole  circuit  of  the  wharves  around  to 
Charlestown,  and  I  hope  some  gentleman  will 
offer  that  amendment. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  heartily  agree  with  the 
gentleman  in  regard  to  the  absurdity  of  referring 
an  order  that  requires  prompt  action  to  a  com- 
mittee not  yet  appointed.  It  seems  to  me  it  is 
the  obvious  duty  of  the  Fire  Commission  to  see 
that  the  avenues  and  approaches  to  property  which 
this  boat  is  supposed  to  protect  are  in  such  a 
condition  that  the  boat  can  reach  the  property  in 
case  of  an  alarm  of  fire.  At  this  season  of  the 
year  the  streets  are  in  bad  condition  and  the  fire 
engines  cannot  respond  as  quickly  as  usual,  and 
we  need  all  the  more  cooperation  of  the  tire  boat 
along  the  line  of  the  wharves.  As  the  Alderman 
has  said,  by  attending  to  the  breaking  of  the  ice 
when  it  begins  to  form,  it  is  easier  to  keep  the 
channel  clear.  The  sooner  it  is  demonstrated 
that  this  boat  is  not  suitable  for  an  ice  boat,  the 
sooner  it  should  be  put  in  proper  condition  for 
that  purpose.  I  will  move  to  amend  by  inserting 
after  "South  Bay  Channel"  the  words,  "and  the 
wharves  along  the  South  Boston  shore  and  at 
Charlestown." 

Alderman  Slade— Some  two  weeks  ago  the  Com- 
mittee on  Improved  Sewerage  found  that  it  was 
necessary  to  break  out  the  ice  down  at  the  pump- 
ing station.  That  committee  employed  a  boat 
for  that  purpose.  The  weather  then  was  so  cold 
that  the  boat  we  had  could  hardly  do  the  work, 
as  the  frost  and  thick  ice  were  getting  the  advan- 
tage of  it.  We  made  application  to  the  Police 
Department  for  the  police  boat  to  help.  We  also 
made  application  to  the  Fire  Department  for 
their  boat,  thinking  that  was  a  boat  intended  for 
breaking  ice.  But  we  ascertained  from  the  Fire 
Commissioners  that  the  fire  boat  was  entirely  un- 
fit to  attempt  to  break  Ice,  or  to  go  where  Ice  was 
•of  any  thickness.  At  that  time  the  harbor  was 
frozen  over  pretty  thick  and  solid.  We  succeed 
ed,  however,  m  our  work,  but  without  the  help 
of  the  fire  boat  Flanders.  I  have  seen  seme  of 
the  Fire  Commissioners  within  a  few  days,  and 
they  say  that  boat  is  entirely  Inadequate  to  do 
this  work.  I  do  not  know  but  she  would  be  fit  to 
ply  up  and  do <u  when  the  ice  was  first  making. 


But  there  are  plenty  of  tugboats  better  fitted  for 
breaking  ice  than  this  fire  boat  is.  The  fire  boat 
is  certainly  a  failure  tor  that  work,  and  I  was 
satisfied  of  that  before  this  matter  was  brought 
up  in  the  Board.  I  think  myself  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Harbor  is  tbe  proper  department 
to  see  that  the  harbor  is  kept  clear,  not  only  for 
the  Fire  Commissioners,  buc  for  the  convenience 
of  travel  in  the  harbor.  I  do  not  hardly  see  why 
the  Fire  Commissioners  should  have  this  work 
put  upon  them.  They  certainly  have  n't  got  a 
boat  fit  to  do  it.  If  they  have  got  it  to  do,  we 
must  certainly  furnish  them  with  the  means  to  do 
it  with,  and  it  seems  to  me  the  Harbor  Committee 
are  the  proper  ones  to  take  this  matter  in  charge. 
Therefore,  I  think  the  amendment  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  is  a  proper  one,  and  I  think  if  the 
gentlemen  who  have  spoken  will  look  this  matter 
over  and  ascertain  the  exact  situation  of  affairs 
they  will  agree  with  me. 

Alderman  Hersey — The  order  does  not  specify 
that  any  particular  boat  shall  be  used.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  Fire  Commissioners  are  the  ones 
who  should  see  to  it  that  the  harbor  is  clear  of 
ice.  By  referring  this  to  a  committee  not  yet  ap- 
pointed we  shall  have  no  prompt  action.  This 
demands  prompt  action  at  once,  either  by  the 
action  of  the  Fire  Commissioners,  or  tbe  coopera- 
tion of  some  other  department  which  has  a  boat 
for  clearing  the  harbor,  and  the  thing  can  be  ac- 
complished very  easily.  It  is  not  necessary  to  de- 
lay the  matter  by  referring  it  to  a  commits e  and 
waiting  two  or  three  weeks  for  their  report,  when 
it  can  be  done  by  the  power  which  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners have  today. 

Alderman  Caldwell— It  seems  that  the  only  ob- 
jection raised  to  the  amendment  is  on  account  of 
time— that  if  it  goes  to  the  Committee  on  Harbor 
it  cannot  be  done  promptly.  Now,  this  fire  boat 
was  made  for  a  special  purpose.  It  is  built  to  be 
operated  at  fires  the  same  as  steam  fire  engines. 
You  would  not  think  of  taking  one  of  our  steam 
engines  for  clearing  the  streets  of  snow.  It 
seems  to  me  it  will  be  better  to  get  some  other 
tugboat  that  is  suitable  for  that  work.  It  re- 
quires a  very  powerful  boat  to  break  up  ice  and 
keep  the  channel  clear.  I  think  some  amend- 
ment might  be  adopted  whereby  a  suitable  boat 
could  be  engaged.  If  this  goes  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Harbor  they  will  attend  to  it  as  soon  as 
they  are  organized. 

Alderman  Flynn — Until  within  a  year  or  two  an 
annual  appropriation  of  about  $10,000  has  beeu 
made  for  keeping  the  harbor  clear  of  ice  and  for 
the  harbor  expense  generally,  and  that  work  has 
been  done  under  the  direction  of  the  Harbor 
Committee.  Within  the  last  two  or  three  years 
the  harbor  has  not  frozen  over  and  no  money  has 
been  expended  for  breaking  ioe,  as  the  tugboats 
plying  through  the  harbor  have  kept  the  channel 
clear.  I  find  that  this  year  but  $3000  were  appro- 
priated for  that  department,  where,  as  I  said  be- 
fore, $10,000  have  been  appropriated  aunually,  for 
keeping  the  harbor  and  the  channels  up  South 
Bay  and  at  Charlestown  clear  of  ice.  I  understand, 
now,  there  is  an  appropriation  of  about  $1600, 
but  that  that  goes  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  Har- 
bor Master  and  the  men  under  him.  It  seems  to 
me  this  matter  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Har- 
bor Committee  and  if  necessity  requires  immedi- 
ate action  the  committee  can  take  responsibility 
and  then  can  come  to  the  City  Government,  who 
will  appropriate  the  money. 

Alderman  Viles— I  fully  believe  in  this  order  a9 
it  comes  from  tbe  Common  Council.  We  have  a 
Committee  on  the  Harbor,  or  shall  have  in  one  or 
a  few  days.  If  I  was  chairman  ot  that  committee 
and  a  necessity  arose  for  breaking  up  the  ice  in 
tbe  harbor,  I  should  take  the  responsibility  of 
having  it  done  and  come  to  the  City  Council  and 
ask  for  the  money.  I  do  not  believe  tbis  work 
should  be  put  upon  the  Fire  Commissioners. 

Alderman  Curtis— It  should  be  clearly  under- 
stood that  there  is  no  ice  to  be  broken  up 
now.  Tbe  reason  that  order  is  offered  is  for  im- 
mediate action  when  there  is  danger  of  the  chan- 
nel being  frozen  over.  H  the  Aldermen  desire  to 
have  tbe  words  inserted,  that  thecbannel  be  kept 
clear  until  otherwise  ordered,  that  will  help  us  to- 
day. The  Fire  Commissioners  can  hire  another 
boat.  I  do  not  wish  them  to  put  on  their  boat  if 
it  is  not  suitable.  Let  tbis  order  remain  as  it  is, 
and  that  will  give  the  Harbor  Committee  a  chance 
to  report.  We  need  immediate  action.  That  is 
what  we  need  at  the  present  time. 

The  Board  concurred  with  the  Common  Coun- 
cil—6  for,  4  against. 
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Joint  l/ules  and  Orders. 

Notice  of  adherence  by  the  Common  Council 
to  their  vote  of  Jan.  6  (except  that  the  proposed 
amendment  of  the  second  joint  rule  vf as  stricken 
out),  and  Messrs.  Whitmore,  Gieeuough,  Pratt, 
Hasrar  and  Pray  were  appointed  a  committee  of 
conference,  with  a  committee  of  this  Board,  on 
the  subject  of  difference  between  the  two 
branches,  on  the  remainder  of  the  rules  of  last 
year. 

The  question  was  upon  concurrence  with  the 
other  branch. 

Alderman  Slade— At  the  first  meeting  of  this 
Hoard  the  following  order  was  passed: 

Ordered,  That  ih«  joint  rules  and  orders  of  the 
City  Council  of  1880  be  adopted  as  the  joint  rules 
and  orders  of  the  present  City  Council  until 
otherwise  ordered,  and  that  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  with  one  other  member  of 
that  branch,  and  the  President  and  two  other 
members  of  the  Common  Council,  be  a  commit- 
tee to  examine  and  report  it  any  additions  and 
alterations  are  needed  therein.  Passed,  and  Al- 
derman Viles  wa-  appointed  on  said  committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  an  order  like  that  has  been 
passed  every  j«-ar  since  I  have  been  in  this  Board, 
and  I  think  it  is  a  proper  one  to  pass.  Such  an 
order  as  that  is  passed  by  all  bodies  where  they 
have  joint  rules.  I  see  that  they  did  the  same 
thing  in  the  Legislature,  and  f  do  not  see 
why  it  is  n't  the  proper  thing  for  us  to  do.  I  do 
not  see  any  objection  to  the  Council  adopting  it, 
and  what  they  want,  or  what  they  are  after  par- 
ticularly in  this  matter,  I  do  not  understand.  Al- 
though f  do  not  object  to  the  eighteen  rules  as 
passed  the  other  night,  at  the  same  time  it 
does  seem  to  me  that  this  is  a  proper  thing  to  do, 
and  ought  to  be  adhered  to.  With  that  feeling  I 
will  make  a  motion  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
adhere  to  their  foruiet  vote. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  fully  agree  with  the  Al- 
derman who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  in  regard  to 
this  matter.  But  so  long  as  the  Common  Coun- 
cil has  appointed  a  committee  of  conference,  I 
think  it  is  no  more  than  a  matter  of  courtesy  that 
we  should  do  the  same  thing.  While  perhaps  it 
would  n't  amount  to  anything,  it  will  at  the  same 
time  be  treating  them  fairly,  and  they  will  feel 
differently  about  the  matter  than  if  they  are  not 
met  in  the  proper  spirit.  I  move  that  the  Confer- 
ence Committee  be  appointed. 

Alderman  Slade— If  the  committee  appointed 
under  this  order  cannot  agree,  then  it  is  proper 
for  a  committee  of  conference  to  be  appointed, 
and  I  should  be  in  favor  of  it.  But  to  appoint  a 
committee  of  conference  before  anything  else  has 
been  done,  it  seems  to  me  is  getting  the  cart  be- 
fore the  horse. 

Alderman  Whitten— Could  not  this  committee 
of  conference  be  appointed  and  hold  a  meeting 
and  see  if  they  could  not  agree  in  five  minutes, 
perhaps  before  this  Board  adjourns? 

Alderman  Slade — I  do  not  think  they  could. 

The  Board  voted  to  adhere  to  their  former 
vote. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade,  the  request  for 
a  committee  of  conference  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Later  in  the  session  Alderman  Hersey  moved 
that  the  request  for  the  appointment  of'  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  be  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Hersey— Though  I  agree  with  the  Al- 
derman on  my  right  that  the  rules  and  orders 
that  have  been  heretofore  in  use  are  sufficient  to 
guide  us  until  the  committee  can  offer  us  some- 
thing better,  jet  as  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion 
in  regard  to  this,  on  the  part  of  the  other  branch. 
As  they  have  asked  us  to  meet  them  in  a  com- 
mittee of  conference,  I  do  not  think  we  shall  de 
tract  anything  from  the  dignity  ot  this  board  or 
waive  any  right  by  meeting  them  in  conference. 
The  Alderman  says  he  does  n't  exactly  under- 
stand what  they  are  driving  at.  We  will  be  able 
to  discover  that  by  appointing  a  committee  of 
conference.  At  any  rate  they  will  have  an  op- 
portunity to  show  us  the  reason  they  have  for  the 
position  they  have  taken  in  this  matter.  I  hope 
the  committee  of  conference  will  be  appointed. 

Alderman  Slade — I  hope  we  shall  not  take  this 
matter  from  the  table.  The  rules  and  orders  are 
good  enough  as  we  worked  under  them  tem- 
porarily for  the  last  three  or  four  years.  When 
the  committee  proposed  to  be  appointed  by  the 
order  passed  by  this  Board  come  together  and 
say  to  us  that  they  cannot  agree,  then  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  have  a  committee  of  conference. 
I  hope  the  matter   will   lay  upon  the   table  until 


such  time  as  the  Committee  on  Joint   Rules  and 
Orders  report. 

Alderman  Flynn— It  seems  to  me  improper  at 
this  time  to  appoint  a  committee  of  conference^ 
for  the  reason  that  they  have  not  concurred  with 
v.s  in  joining  a  committee  to  the  committee  pro- 
posed by  this  Board.  I  hey  have  adoDted  the  first 
eighteen  joint  rules,  and  this  Board  has  non- 
concurred,  and  they  want  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence on  the  balance  of  the  rules,  from  18  to  26. 
Now,  sir,  until  something  is  done,  until  they 
agree  with  this  Board  in  adopting  those  rules 
and  appointing  a  committee  to  consider  and  re- 
port what  changes  are  necessary,  and  then,  if  we 
fail  to  agree,  will  be  the  time  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  conference,  and  not  now,  when  they 
have  not  agreed  upon  anything. 

Alderman  Hersey— As  i  understand,  this  Board 
refuses  to  adopt  any  part  of  those  rules  and  or- 
ders except  as  a  whole.  The  other  branch  have 
adopted  only  a  certain  portion.  There  is  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  as  to  the  advisability  ot  adopting 
this.  I  think  every  one  of  them  should  be  adopt- 
ed; but  still,  as  there  is  this  difference  of  opinion, 
I  do  not  see  why  it  is  n't  proper  to  appoint  this 
committee  of  conference. 

The  motion  to  take  from  the  table  was  lost. 
Nomenclature  of  Streets. 

Order  to  refer  report  of  Street  Commissioners 
(1880)  on  new  names  for  streets  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  to  report  whether  said  report 
should  be  indorsed  by  City  Council. 

Alderman  Flynn— This  is  a  matter  which  be- 
longs entirely  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  the 
Street  Commissioners.  Under  the  act  of  the 
Legislature  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  I  move  that  the  mat- 
ter be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the 
part  of  this  Board. 

Alderman  Flynn  read  the  act  referred  to. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Streets 
prevailed. 

Protests  of  William  H.  Cundy  and  others,  and 
of  the  Trustees  of  Warren-avenue  Baptist  Church, 
against  the  change  of  name  of  Warren  avenue, 
came  up  referred  to  the  Committeeon  Ordnances. 
The  Board  referred  the  papers  to  the  Committee 
on  Streets. 

CAMBRIDGE     BRIDGES. 

The  tenth  annual  report  of  the  commissioner  for 
West  Boston  Canal  and  Prison  Point  bridges  (City 
Doc.  8)  was  received  and  sent  down. 

The  draw  of  West  Boston  Bridge  was  opened 
1642  times,  Canal  Bridge  4304,  Prison  Point  Bridge 
465. 

Statement  of  the  amount  and  kind  of  freight 
which  passed  through  Canal  Bridge  during  the 
year  ending  Jan.  1, 1881. 

Coal 158,686  tons 

Gravel 19,140     " 

Sione „ 16,692     " 

Ice 632     " 

Hay 467     " 

Iron 260    •' 

Lumber 15,377,000  feet  B.  M. 

Brick 1,864,000 

Piles 12,131  pieces. 

Posts 11,175 

Ties 1,400 

Wood 7,388  cords. 

Potatos,  etc 1,570  bushels. 

Fish 100  barrels, 

Tow  boats 529 

Statement  of  the  amount  and  kind  of  freight 
whieh  passed  through  Prison-point  Bridge  during 
the  year  ending  Jan.  1, 1881: 

Lumber 4.766.000  ft.  B.M. 

Shingles.. 740,000 

Coal 51,067  tons. 

Wood 1,750  cords. 

Lime 1,591  barrels. 

Posts 402  pieces. 

Sand 330tons. 

The  total  expenditures  for  all  the  bridges  were 
§5627.52. 

PUBLIC  LAUDS. 

The  following  (City  Doc.  7)  was  received  and 
sent  down: 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Street  i 
Commissioners, 

Jan.  11, 1881.  ) 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council— The  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  respectfully  report  that  the 
sales  of  land  that  have  taken  place  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  from 
Sept.  30, 1880,  at  which  time  the  former  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Lands  submitted  his  final  re- 
port, to  Jan.  1  of  this  year,  are  as  follows: 


JANUARY       17 


1881. 
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Amount 

Lots.         Location.             Feet.  Price.  Realized. 

1. .Fellows  court 3.185  .21  #668.85 

3.. East  Dedham  street 7,038  .f>2V2  3,694.95 

2..    ••          "              "      4,702  .6iy2  2,891.73 

1.. Broadway 3,750  .27  1,012.60 

1..         •'           3,750  .261/2  983.81 

1.. Third  street 3,750  .30  1,125.00 

1..     •'           "       3,750  .171/2  656.25 

1..     "           "       3,750  .163/4  G28.13 

L.Rear  of  East  Third  street 

and    M   street  (with  a 

brick  stable  thereon).. 2,097  ....  1,215.00 

812,876.22 
In  settlement  of  the  preceding  there  has  been 
received     by    the     City   Collector    the   sum   of 
$3,119.83  in  cash,  and  bonds  from  the  several  pur- 
chasers for  the  payment,  in  eight  annual  instal- 
ments, of  the  balance  due  of  $9,756.39. 
By  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
J.  H.  Jenkins,  Clerk. 

THE    MYSTIC    POND    NUISANCE. 

The  following  was  leceived  : 

Mayor's  Office,  City  Hall,  1 
Boston,  Jan.  17, 1881.     J 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council— A  petition 
has  been  presented  Co  the  Legislature  of  the  Com- 
monwealth alleging:  that  a  nuisance  has  been 
created  at  Mediord  bv  the  Mystic  sewer,  and  ask- 
ing lor  a  repeal  of  the  stctute  authorizing  the  en- 
trance of  the  sewer  into  Mystic  Lower  Pond.  If 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  is  granted  it  will  be- 
come necessary  to  abandon  the  use  of  Mystic  wa- 
ter or  provide  some  other  way  of  disposing  of  the 
sewage  which  now  passes  through  the  Mystic 
sewer.  The  former  alternative  might  cause  great 
inconvenience  to  those  living  in  chat  part  of  the 
city  which  is  supplied  by  Mystic  water;  the  latter 
would  involve  the  expenditure  ol  a  large  sum  of 
money,  1  deem  the  matter  so  important  that  I 
transmit  herewith  a  Copy  of  the  bill  sought  by  the 
petitioners,  and  suggest  the  appointment  of  a 
special  committee  to  repiesent  the  city  before 
the  Legislature  and  protect  its  interests  in  the 
premises.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  with  another 
member  of  the  Board,  and  the  President  of  the 
Common  Council,  with  two  other  members  of  ihat 
body,  constitute  the  committee  for  this  purpose. 
Frederick  O.  Prince,  Mayor. 

BILL    TO    PROVIDE    FOR  THE    REMOYA  L  OF  SEWER- 
AGE FROM  MYSTIC  LOWER  POND  BY  THE 
CITY'  OF  BOSTON. 

Be  it  enacted,  etc. 

Section  1.  So  much  of  chapter  202  of  the  acta 
of  1875  as  authorizes  the  city  of  Boston  to  empty 
its  sewer,  constructed  under  said  act,  into  Mystic 
Lower  Pond,  is  hereby  repealed,  and  said  city  is 
hereby  directed  to  cease  turning  sewage  into  saia 
Mystic  Lower  Pond,  and  to  remove  its  said  sewer 

therefrom  withiu days  from  the  passage   of 

this  act. 

Sect.  2.  The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  or  any 
Justice  thereof,  in  term  time  or  vacation,  sitting 
in  equity  for  either  the  counties  of  Suffolk  or 
Middlesex,  shall  have  jurisdiction  in  equity  to 
enforce  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  this 
act  by  injunction  or  any  other  appropriate  equita- 
ble remedy,  on  complaint  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Medford  or  any  inhabitant  of  said 
town. 

Sect.  3.  Said  city  of  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  the  expense  of  removing  said  sewer  from 
said  Mystic  Lower  Pond,  and  making  other  dispo- 
sition of  the  sewage  and  waters  now  turned  into 
said  pond  through  its  said  sewer,  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  raise  and  appropriate,  in  such  manner 
as  its  City  Government  shall  determine,  such 
sums  of  money  as  shall  be  necessary;  and  is  fur- 
ther hereby  authorized  to  take  and  hold  for  the 

term  of years  such   lands    in  the  towns  of 

Woburn,  'Winchester  or  Medford,  on  or  near  the 
line  of  said  sewer,  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the 
construction  of  tanks  or  basins  in  making  such 
other  disposition  of  said  sewage  and  waters,  or 
treatment  thereof,  to  free  the  same  from  any 
noxious,  dangerous  and  offensive  matter  or  prop- 
erties. Said  city  shall  make  such  compensation 
to  the  owners  for  such  lands  as  it  shall  take  under 
this  act,to  be  obtained,  if  said  city  and  said  owner 
or  owners  do  not  agree,  in  the  same  manner  as  is 
provided  for  the  recovery  of  damages  in  the 
taking  of  lands  for  highways. 

Sect.  4.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its 
oassage. 

Alderman  Caldwell  offered  an  order— That  a 
joint  special  committee,  consisting  of  the  Chair- 


man and  one  other  member  of  the  Board  ot 
Aldermen,  and  the  President  and  two  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council.be  appointed  to  pro- 
tect the  interests  of  the  city  of  Boston  in  the 
matter  of  the  petition  concerning  the  Mystic 
Valley  sewer,  now  before  the  Legislature,  as  re- 
ferred to  in  the  communication  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  of  this  date.  Passed,  and  Alderman 
Caldwell  was  appointed  on  said  committee. 
Sent  down. 

LICENSES  FOR  MINORS. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  be  and  they  are  hereby  author- 
ized, in  accordance  with  section  14,  chapter  50, 
of  the  General  Statutes,  to  make  rules  and  regu- 
lations to  restrain  sales  by  minors,  or  to  grant 
licenses  for  minors  to  make  such  sales,  on  such 
terms  and  conditions  as  they  shall  prescribe. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  recommending  the 
granting  of  the  petition  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic  to  use  said  hall  on  Jan.  26  and  27  for 
annual  convention.    Accepted. 

THE     BROOKEK    FIND. 

Alderman  Curtis  offered  an  order— That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requesied  ro  petition  the 
present  Legislature  for  an  act  authorizing  the 
Board  of  Alderman  to  have  transferred  to  the 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  Boston  the  fund  willed 
by  Mrs.  Joanna  Brooker  to  the  Selectmen  of  Bos- 
ton, the  receipts  of  said  fund  to  be  distributed 
by  the  said  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  as  directed  by 
the  will. 

Alderman  Curtis— Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  explain 
the  order  before  that  vote  is  taken.  I  find,  by 
the  will,  sir,  that  that  fund  is  left  to  be  distrib- 
uted by  the  Selectmen  of  Boston.  This  fund  was 
willed  to  the  city  of  Boston  in  1759.  At  that 
time  thfl  Selectmen  were  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor.  It  was  willed  to  be  given  to  widows  and 
sick  people  of  Boston.  Now,  if  the  Aldermen  of 
this  Board  wish  to  carry  out  the  design  of  the 
will,  and  wish  it  carried  out  the  same  as  any 
other  donation,  they  must  investigate  every  case 
to  which  they  will  give  this  money.  Now,  I  want 
to  state  a  ease  to  yon.  I  have  seen  so  much  of 
this  that  I  know  it,  root  and  branch.  The  first 
case  that  applied  to  me  was  11  poor  unfortunate 
widow.  I  found  her  in  an  unfortunate  situation. 
She  sat  there  with  her  hands  all  curled  up,  almost 
behind  her.  She  has  no  control  of  her  hands 
whatever— perfectly  helpless,  an  object  ol  pity. 
But,  sir,  this  will  don't  touch  her,  and  for  that 
reason  this  Board  should  transfer  this  matter  to  a 
board  of  men  who  have  all  those  cases  on  record. 
The  poor  people  of  Boston  who  belong  in  the 
city  and  have  a  settlement  here  should  have  this 
fund.  This  woman  thinks  she  ought  to  have  the 
whole  of  it.  She  belongs  in  Lynn,  and  under  that 
act,  what  right  have  we  to  help  her?  She  has  been 
helped  ever  since  Mayor  Norcross's  time.  There 
she  sits  in  the  chair,  perfectly  helpless,  and  she 
thinks  she  ought  to  have  the  whole  of  it.  She  be- 
gan to  tell  me  her  story  ever  since  she  began  to 
be  helped  when  Mr.  Norcross  was  Mayor.  But  I 
found  I  could  not  make  her  understand.  The 
only  way  I  could  get  away  from  her  was  to  run 
my  hand  down  into  my  pocket  and  rattle  some 
silver.  She  could  not  hear  the  rattle,  but  she  saw 
the  silver  when  I  took  it  out,  and  then  she 
stopped.  Now  this  is  an  annoyance  to  your  City 
Clerk  to  have  sixteen  dollars  to  be  distributed  by 
each  Alderman,  and  if  it  is  sent  to  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  it  will  be  given  to  parties  who  deserve 
it. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  do  not  know  but  that  will 
be  a  good  move,  but  I  do  not  exactly  understand 
the  working  of  it.  As  I  had  some  little  experi- 
ence last  year  in  regard  to  the  treatment  of  the 
poor,  and  as  we  move  rather  slowly  in 
making  changes  in  such  matters,  I  do  not  like 
to  have  anything  done  hastily.  I  wish  any  move 
made  in  that  direction  to  be  thoroughly  consid- 
ered. If  the  Alderman  will  be  willing  to  let  it 
lay  over  until  the  next  meeting — 

Alderman  Curtis— Certainly. 

The  order  was  laid  over. 

THE  RESERVOIR  BUILDING. 

Alderman  Curtis  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be  and  they  are 
hereby  endowed  with  full  power  to  sell,  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  city  of  Boston,  the  whole  or 
any  part  of  the  reservoir  building,  situated  on 
Derne  street,  Boston;  the  receipts  thereof  to  be 
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placed  to  the  ci edit  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  Laid 
on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade,  until 
the  committee  is  appointed. 

FRANKLIN  FUND. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following: 
The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  ac- 
counts of  S.  F.  McCleary,  Treasurer  of  the  Frank- 
lin Fund,  have  attended  to  that  duty,  and  report 
that  they  find  said  accounts  have  been  correctly 
kept  and  the  interest  duly  collected,  and  the  se- 
curities, which  were  examined  by  the  committee, 
were  found  in  proper  condition.  It  appears  from 
the  examination  that  the  condition  of  the  fund  is 
at  this  date  as  follows : 

Amount  of  fund  Feb.  1, 1880 $249,095.87 

Interest  accrued  and  collected 9,972.99 

Total $259,068.86 

The  above  amount  is  invested  as  follows: 

Deposits  in  Massachusetts  Hospital  Life 

Office #256,772.09 

Balances  of  eight  bonds  for  loans 1,135.00 

In  Suffolk  Savings  Bank 1,161.22 

Cash 55 

g259,06S.86 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Clinton  Viles. 

J.  A.  Tucker. 
Accepted.  Committee. 

THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

Alderman  Woolley  moved  that  when  the  Board 
adjourns  it  be  to  Wednesday  at  twelve  o'clock, 
and  that  a  committee  of  two  be  appointed  to  re- 
port on  returns  of  votes  for  a  member  of  the 
Common  Council  on  Saturday  last.  Carried,  and 
Aldermen  Woolley  and  Hersey  were  appointed 
said  committee. 

LAMP  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order— That  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Lamps  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  au- 
thorized, under  the  approval  ot  the  Committee 
on  Lamps,  during  the  municipal  year  1881  to  con- 
tract for  and  purchase  the  oil,  lamps,  brackets, 
gas  cocks,  burners,  tips,  lanterns,  tools,  horses, 
liarnesses,  stable  supplies  and  such  other  articles 
as  shall  be  found  necessary  for  carrying  on  the 
department,  also  to  employ  such  number  of  men 
as  may  be  necessary;  the  cost  thereof  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Lamps.   Passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  on  sundry  schedules  of  the 
cost  of  sewers,  previously  referred  to  them,  rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  orders  for  the  assess- 
ment and  collection  of  the  same.  The  orders 
-were  passed. 


LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn,  from  the  Committee  on 
Streets  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  offered  an  order 
to  pay  Caroline  D.,  wife  of  Alexander  F.  Gifford, 
$40,  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occasioned 
by  the  widening  of  Brook  and  North  avenues,  at 
their  junction.    Passed. 

COUNTY    BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Countv  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  provide  the  necessary  fur- 
niture for  the  Court  House  and  Probate  Build- 
ing; also  for  the  Municipal  Court  rooms  in  Rox- 
bury,  Dorchester,  West  Roxbury,  Brighton, 
Charlestown,  Bast  and  South  Boston ;  the  expense 
therefor  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
the  County  of  Sxiffolk. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  cause 
such  repairs  and  alterations  to  be  made  as  may 
be  needed  in  the.  Court  House,  County  Jail  and 
Probate  Building,"  also  in  the  Municipal  Court 
rooms  in  Roxbury,  Dorchester,  West  Roxbury, 
Brighton,  Charlestown,  East  and  South  Boston 
provided  said  repairs  and  alterations  shall  not  ex 
ceed  the  sum  of  $5000  on  any  one  buildiDg  during 
the  municipal  year;  the  expense  therefor  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Countv  of 
Suffolk.  ' 

Passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND   ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  that  Charles  R.  McLean,  superintendent, 
have  leave  to  move  a  wooden  building  on  Water 
street  (as  per  application),  on  the  usnal  condi- 
tions.   Accepted. 

Report  and  order— That  permission  be  granted 
to  G.  F.  Burkhardt  to  erect  a  temporary  platform 
on  Parker  street  adjacent  to  his  brewery,  to  facili- 
tate the  delivery  of  ice  into  the  same,  said  plat- 
form to  be  removed  within  three  weeks  from  the 
passage  of  this  order.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order— That  permission  be  granted 
to  John  F.  Mead  to  close  Harwich  street,  between 
Dartmouth  and  Yarmouth  streets,  against  public 
travel  uutil  May  1, 1881, on  account  of  the  erection 
of  a  block  of  houses  covering  the  whole  of  the 
easterly  side  of  said  street.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order— That  permission  be  granted 
to  the  Suffolk  Brewery  Company  to  occupy  for  a 
term  not  exceeding  three  weeks  from  this  date,  a 
portion  of  the  street  in  front  of  its  brewery  on 
East  Eighth  street,  near  G  street,  South  Boston, 
to  facilitate  the  delivery  of  ice  into  said  brewery 
building,  provided  that  such  occupation  shall  no't 
interfere  with  the  passage  of  street  cars  on  said 
street.    Order  passed. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade,  and 
stood  adjourned  until  Wednesday  next  at  12  M. 
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JANUARY    18,    1881. 


Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock,  P.  M., 
Andrew  J.  Bailey,  President,  in  '.he  chair. 

PAPBR8  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Keporcs  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  tile. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Annual  report  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Lands.    Placed  on  file. 

Mayor's  message  stating-  that  he  has  appointed 
Frederick  E.  Goodrich  as  Mayor's  clerk.  Placed 
on  file. 

Order  for  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  grant  licen- 
ses for  sales  by  minors,  and  to  make  rules  and 
regulations  to  restrain  such  sales.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Message  of  the  Mayor  in  regard  to  proposed 
action  of  the  Legislature  in  regard  to  the  Mystic 
Valley  sewer,  and  order  for  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  special  committee  to  protect  the  interest  of 
the  city  in  the  matter  of  the  petition,  now  before 
the  Legislature,  concerning  the  Mystic  Valloy 
sewer.  Order  passed  in  concurrence,  and  the 
President  joiBed  Messrs.  Greenough  of  Ward  9 
and  Hagar  of  Ward  10  to  said  committee. 
Joint  Ridex  and  Orders. 

The  order  for  the  adoption  of  the  joint  rules 
and  for  appointment  of  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence came  down  with  notice  that  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  insisted  on  its  vote  of  Jan.  3  concern- 
ing the  joiut  rules,  and  refused  to  join  in  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  conference. 

The  President— What  disposition  will  the  Coun- 
cil make  of  this  communication? 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  have  an  informal 
report  to  make  from  the  committee  of  conference 
appointed  on  the  part  of  this  body,  but  inasmuch 
as  we  have  a  special  assignment  in  one  minute 
from  now,  1  think  it  would  be  hardlv  worth  while 
to  begin  on  one  subject  and  so  soon  have  to  break 
in  upon  it  by  the  consideration  of  the  special  as- 
signment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended, and  the  Council  took  up  the  special  as- 
signment for  a  quarter  before  eight  o'clock.which 
was  acted  upon,  and  the  consideration  of  the 
joint  rules,  etc.,  resumed. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  committee  appointed  by 
this  body,  consisting  of  five  members,  as  a  com- 
mittee of  conference,  held  a  meeting  Saturday, 
to  consider  what  alterations  in  the  rules,  in  their 
opinion,  would  represent  the  views  of  the  Council 
in  the  matter,  so  as  to  be  prepared  in  case  a  con- 
ference committee  should  be  appointed  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  so  as  to  proceed  at  once  to 
business.  As  gentlemen  probably  know,  by  the 
report  in  the  newspapers,  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
refused  to  grant  the  committee  of  conference. 
It  is  not  my  wish  to  indulge  in  any  remarks  upon 
the  proceedings  of  the  other  branch,  but  in  look- 
ing carefully  over  Cushing's  larger  work,  which 
contains  almost  everything,  I  fail  to  find 
any  reason  or  precedent  for  the  refusal 
of  one  branch  to  grant  a  committee  of 
conference  to  the  other  branch.  It  is 
something  so  entirely  unprecedented  that  it  is 
impossible  for  us  to  make  any  discussion  of  it.  I 
believe  there  is  hardly  any  precedent  for  such 
action  except  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  of  this  and  last  year.  But  as 
they  did  act  in  that  manner,  there  is  nothing  left 
for  us  to  do  except  to  explain  to  the  Council  what 
change  in  the  rules  appears  to  be  desirable,  and 
although  we  were  not  technically  in  a  position  to 
make  a  report,  ths  committee  sat  for  some  hours 
and  deliberated  on  the  subject,  and  prepared 
the  draft  of  the  new  twentieth  joint  rule,  which 
seems  to  present  the  points  which  the  Council 
have  apparently  contended  for.  This  rule,  as  it 
is  proposed  to  be  amended,  and  the  present  rule, 
we  have  had  printed  and  passed  around  among 
the  members  of  the  Council,  because  under  the 
instructions  of  the  committee  I  shall  move 
that  the  Council  nonconcur  with  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  in  their  action,  and  that  we  ac- 
cept all  the  present  joint  rules  with  the  substitu- 
tion of  the  twentieth,  as  printed  on  this  slip  for 
the  existing  twentieth  ruie.  The  differences  are 
intended  to  be  in  the  direction  of  obtaining  cor- 
rect accounts  of  the  money  spent.    It  is  not  in- 


tended to  make  any  diminution  of  the  privileges 
of  the  Aldermen  or  Councilmen.  It  does  not  pro- 
pose to  limit  them  in  any  respect.  They  may 
send  just  as  much  as  they  did  last  year  or  any 
other  year.  The  main  point  covered  by  this 
amendment  is  that  the  bills  shall  be  approved  by 
the  members  of  the  committee  who  make  the  ex- 
penditure at  the  time,  so  that  there  can  be  no  mis- 
takes about  them,  and  that  the  name  of  every 
person  who  receives  any  refreshments  or  ridis  in 
any  carriages  on  city  account  will  be  placed  on 
the  hill,  and  it  will  be  no  longer  possible  to  have 
anything  charged  to  that  committee  f-jr 
any  expenses  outside  of  the  committee, 
and  if  there  is  anything  done  outside,  it 
is  to  be  entered  upon  the  records  of 
the  committee  and  appear  upon  the  bill, 
so  that  the  action  of  auy  Councilman  will 
rest  with  bis  conscience  and  bis  constituents. 
The  only  other  change  we  propose  to  make  is  that 
all  these  bills  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent 
fund,  so  that  the  account  of  that  fund  shall  pre- 
sent to  the  Council  and  to  both  branches  a  state- 
ment of  the  various  contingent  expenses  of  the 
joint  committees.  At  present,  as  you  know, 
these  various  accounts  are  scattered  around.  If 
any  committee  has  charge  of  an  appropriation, 
all  such  expenses  are  chargeable  to  that  appro- 
priation. The  amendment  proposes  that  it  shall 
all  go  into  the  contingent  expenses,  so  that  we  can 
all  see  how  the  money  is  spent.  That  is  a  mere 
matter  of  bookkeeping,  and  I  presume  will  hardly 
create  any  opposition.  I  shall  leave  it  to  the 
other  gentlemen  to  explain  the  various  details  of 
the  proposed  amendments,  because  it  is  the  work 
of,  and  is  entirely  satisfactory  to  all  of  us. 

The  President— The  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
moves  that  the  Council  nonconcur  with  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  in  their  action;  that  the  Coun- 
cil recede  from  their  action  before  passed,  and 
that  the  joint  rules  as  they  stand  be  adopted, with 
the  exception  of  rule  20,  which  he  moves  be 
amended  as  follows: 

"Section  20.  No  bills  for  refreshments  or  car- 
riages shall  be  paid,  unless  such  bills  shall  specify 
in  detail  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  such 
refreshments  or  carriages  were  furnished,  the 
dates  of  furnishing  the  same,  and  shall  be  ap- 
proved by  the  members  of  the  City  Council 
charged  therewith,  and  countersigned  by  the  pre- 
siding officer  of  a  board  or  chairman  of  a  com- 
mittee. All  bills  for  refreshments  shall  be  pre- 
sented at  the  time  incurred,  and  shall  be  then 
approved  by  the  members  present.  The  presid- 
ing officer  of  a  board  or  chairman  of  a  committee 
shall  not  countersign  any  bill  for  refreshments  or 
carriage  hire  unless  approved  as  herein  required, 
nor  shall  he  countersign  any  such  bill  on  account 
of  any  person  not  a  member  of  the  City  Council, 
unless  such  person  has  been  invited  by  a  recorded 
vote  of  the  board  or  committee.  Such  bill,  when 
so  approved,  shall  be  paid  from  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  City  Council;  and  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts shall  not  pass  any  such  bill  for  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  unless  it 
has  been  approved  as  provided  in  this  or  the  pre- 
ceding section." 

[Rule  20  as  at  present  reads  as  follows  :  "Sec- 
tion 20.  Xo  bills  for  refreshments  or  carriages 
furnished  to  any  member  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment shall  by  paid  unless  such  bills  shall  specify 
in  detail  the  names  of  the  members  to  whom  such 
refreshments  or  carriages  were  furnished,  the 
dates  of  furnishing  the  same,  and  shall  be  ap- 
proved by  the  presiding  officer  of  a  board,  or 
chairman  of  a  committee,  duly  authorized  there- 
to. The  presiding  officer  of  a  board,  or  chairman 
of  a  committee,  shall  not  approve  any  bill  for 
refreshments  furnished  on  any  day  other  that  the 
day  of  meeting  of  such  board  or  committee,  or 
any  bill  tor  refreshments  which  includes  liquors 
or  cigars,  or  any  bill  for  refreshments  furnished 
to  any  person  not  a  member  of  such  board  or 
committee,  unless  specially  authorized  to  do  so  by 
vote  of  such  board  or  committee.  Such  bills,  when 
so  approved,  shall  be  paid  from  the  appropriation 
to  which  they  are  incident;  and  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts  shall  not  pass  any  such  bill  for  the  ap- 
proval ot  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  unless  it 
has  been  approved  as  provided  in  this  or  the  pre- 
ceding section."l 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— As  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  on  Joint  Rules  and  Orders 
of  the  City  Council  and  of  this  conference  com- 
mittee, I  should  like  to  speak  very  briefly  upon 
this  matter.  As  we  have  the  reputation  of  being 
harnessed  to  the  triumphal  car  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward   12,  and   our   collective   noses  being 
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firmly  grasped  in  his  mighty  hand,  I  should  like 
to  explain  that  while  we  concur  in  the  amend- 
ment now  proposed,  it  is  not  in  the  shape  in  which 
it  was  .brought  to  us  by  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee. 1  do  not  propose  to  criticise  at  any 
length  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  any 
more  than  did  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  I 
must  say  I  think  it  is  discourteous.  I  think  the 
Council  is  entirely  in  the  right  in  demanding  that 
we  shall  be  heard  before  we  assent  to  the  adoption 
of  rules  which  afterwards  require  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  both  branches  to  alter  in  the 
slightest  particular.  They  are  our  rules 
as  much  as  tbey  are  those  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  we  have  as  much  right  to  say  how  they 
shall  be  changed  as  they  have,  before  we  tie  our- 
selves up  so  that  five  members  of  that  branch  can 
block  any  change  we  wish  to  make.  The  amend- 
ment we  wish  to  offer  is  not  one  which  should  ' 
alarm  any  rapacious  or  hungry  gentleman,  but  it 
does  put  a  stop  to  what  I  think  is  a  small  abuse 
of  the  present  rule.  I  do  not  propose  to  charac- 
terize that  abuse  in  connection  with  any  gentle- 
man's name,  but  I  do  think  there  have  been  din- 
ners eaten  at  the  expense  of  the  city  by  people 
whose  names  did  not  appear  upon  the  bill.  In 
the  Committee  on  Accounts  last  year,  when  the 
bills  charged  to  contingent  fund  were  examined, 
I  think  I  more  than  ouce  heard  a  remark  made 
by  a  gentleman  present,  when  he  saw  his  name 
on  a  bill,  "I  never  was  at  that  dinner,  and  some 
one  else  has  eaten  it  and  had  it  charged  to  me." 
That  is  not  a  very  large  matter,  but  we 
propose  that  every  gentleman  at  that  dinner 
shall  sign  that  bill  and  approve  it  toe- 
fore  he  goes  out.  If  he  wishes  not  to  approve 
anything  in  that  bill,  because  he  did  not  take  it, 
he  can  have  it  stricken  out  and  it  will  not  be 
charged  to  the  city.  I  think  the  Council  will 
stand  better  than  the  other  branch  if  we  go  for- 
ward and  say  we  should  like  to  accept  the  joint 
rules  and  have  the  twentieth  rule  amended  in  this 
way,  and  I  trust  that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— I  wish  to  express  my  de- 
sire that  this  amendment  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee may  be  adopted  by  the  Council.  It  is 
intended  to  reform  two  abuses,  one  of  which  I 
think  comparatively  small,  and  the  other  I  think 
quite  large.  One  ot  them  relates  purely  to  the 
matter  of  bookkeeping.  As  the  matter  now 
stands,  a  good  many  committees  have  charge  of 
appropriations,  and  their  eating  and  drink- 
ing and  riding  is  charged  to  those  appro-  ■ 
priations,  and  is  in  some  manner  concealed. 
It  is  difficult  for  any  person  to  find  out 
how  much  eating,  drinking  or  riding  is  done  by 
those  committees.  On  the  other  hand,  a  great 
many  other  committees  do  not  have  charge  of 
appropriations,  and  whenever  they  eat  and  drink, 
and  whenever  they  ride,  it  has  to  come  squarely 
out  and  is  known.  The  present  system  is  un- 
equal, unjust  and  unfair  to  committees  having 
charge  ot  no  appropriations,  and  therefore  that 
•defect  in  the  system  should  be  remedied.  The 
other  matter  which  the  proposed  amendment 
seeks  to  reform  is  the  matter  of  allowing  one 
man  to  eat  a  dinner  and  charge  it  to  another. 
The  gentleman  last  up  speaks  of  it  as  a  compara- 
tively slight  abuse.  1  do  not  agree  with  him  in 
that  regard.  1  regard  it  as  a  very  grave  abuse, 
that  ought  to  be  remedied  with  a  strong  hand. 
When  I  was  first  a  member  of  the  CommOD  Coun- 
cil, in  the  middle  of  last  year,  I  remember  to  have 
learned  with  some  amusement  that  a  carriage 
was  chargi.d  to  myself  and  one  other  member 
of  the  Council,  for  a  ride  to  Chelsea 
Beach,  on  a  day  wliea  that  gentleman  and 
myself  had  not  been  to  the  beach,  for 
it  was  one  when  the  Council  went  to  South  Bos- 
ton. If  that  carriage  had  been  charged  to  mo 
alone  I  should  have  regarded  it  as  hazing  a  new 
member;  but  as  the  other  gentleman  was  one  of 
the  older  members,  I  lound  it  was  hoc  an  uncom- 
mon instance,  and  that  it  was  commonly  done. 
Members  of  the  City  Government  do  go  to  the 
Parker  House  and  charge  bills  to  people  who  are 
not  there.  I  regard  that  as  unpardonable,  and  in 
my  opinion  a  rule  ought  to  be  passed  sufficiently 
strong  to  make  such  action  absolutely  impossible. 
It  was  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  frame 
this  amendment  in  such  a  way  that  such  action 
would  be  impossible.  1  think  the  amendment  a 
judicious  one.  The  committee  do  not  propose  to 
say  it  cannot  be  improved.  The  committee  will 
be  glad  to  accept  any  suggested  improvements; 
but  unless  some  real  improvement  can  be  made  I 
think   it  ought   to   be  adopted.    I  do  not  think 


there  is  any  obligation  upon  us  to  recede.  I  think 
we  can  go  before  the  public  and  stand  squarely 
on  the  proposition  that  we  will  have  no  joint 
rules  except  those  already  passed  in  regard  to 
joint  committ-es,  unless  the  other  branch  will 
consent  to  prevent  the  abuses  1  have  spokeu  of. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18  moved  to  amend  by  sub- 
stituting the  following: 

That  the  Council  do  now  recede  from  our  former 
votes  on  joint  rules  and  orders,  and  that  we  con 
cur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  adopting  the 
joint  rules  of  1880  until  otherwise  ordered. 

Mr.  Hart— It  does  n't  make  much  difference 
how  we  got  into  this  muddle;  but  we  have  got 
there,  and  the  Aldermen  have  taken  the  position 
that  they  will  not  recede  from  their  position,  as  I 
understand  it.  They  sent  up  the  usual  order 
passed  for  a  good  many  years,  askiug  us  to  adopt 
the  Joint  Rules  and  Orders  until  otherwise  or- 
dered, and  at  the  same  time  asking  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  report  any  additions  and 
alterations  in  those  rules  which  they  deemed 
necessary^  That  was  fair  and  right.  We  ought 
to  receive  it  in  the  same  spirit  in  which  they  ask 
it.  We  appointed  a  committee  of  five,  and  they  a 
committee  of  three.  If  the  rule  is  wrong,  the 
committee  could  make  it  right.  But  through  some 
sort  of  feeling,  the  Aldermen  say.  we  will  not  have 
anything  to  do  with  those  rules  until  we  agree  to 
their  proposition.  We  have  lived  under  those 
rules  for  some  years.  I.think  there  are  some  abuses 
under  them,  and  I  think  they  can  be  corrected. 
I  do  not  believe  any  gentleman  here  will  accuse 
me  of  junketing'.  I  do  not  believe  in  it.  But  I 
have  an  order  here  which  I  will  put  in  if  my  mo- 
tion is  adopted,  and  1  will  state  that  it  is  that  the 
Auditor  shall  print  monthly  every  bill  approved 
for  refreshments,  the  committee  that  approves  it 
and  the  name  of  every  man  on.  that  bill,  and  that 
he  shall  not  pay  any  of  those  bills  unless  all  the 
names  are  on  it.  Now,  I  do  not  believe  this  pro- 
posed amendment  will  prevent  junketing.  If 
there  is  anything  meant  by  this  business,  let  us 
come  to  it;  let  u-i  correct  it  in  the  right  way.  I 
am  in  full  sympathy  with  the  amendment  pro- 
posed, but  I  do  not  believe  we  shall  get  at  it  as 
quickly  as  we  will  in  the  way  I  propose. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  have  been  quite  amused  at 
the  position  taken  by  my  friend  from  Ward  18, 
because  of  having  seen  the  firmness  with  which, 
last  year,  he  formed  a  minority,  and  the  boldness 
with  which  he  confronted. his  friends  who  differed 
from  him  in  the  position  he  held  on  a  very  impor- 
tant topic.  I  am  surprised  that  he  should  come 
to  us  and  suggest  that  because  the  Aldermen  are 
firm,  we  should  be  weak.  As  I  understand  the 
matter,  the  Aldermen  have  shown  by  their  action 
just  taken,  just  what  we  may  expect  if  we  pass 
the  joint  rules.  After  that  the  possibility  and 
probability  of  any  amendment  being  made,  par- 
ticularly in  the  direction  which  the  change  pro- 
poses, is  not  worth  considering.  I  believe,  sir, 
that  in  the  innocence  of  his  heart  the  gentleman 
has  shown  his  intentions  to  a  degree  which 
will  prevent  anything  being  done  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  iu  the  direction  which  he 
desires.  After  the  statement  that  he  intends  to 
print  a'l  the  bills,  I  feel  very  sure  that — never 
mind  if  the  committee  reported  it  unanimously 
—five  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  will  be 
found  to  put  their  veto  upon  it.  Now,  sir,  as  my 
colleague  on  the  committee,  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9,  has  said,  if  we  adopt  these  rules  we 
are  at  the  mercy  of  five  members  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  possibly— and  certainly  seven.  We 
cannot  make  a  change  without  at  least  a  two- 
thirds  vote,  and  possibly  a  majority  only  will  be 
required,  and  a  minority  of  five  could  prevent 
any  change.  If  the  committee  were  to  unani- 
mously report  either  the  rule  we  have  in  print  or 
the  one  which  the  gentleman  from  Waru  18  has 
suggested,  and  it  should  go  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, a  minority  ot  thein  could  say  we  will 
not  adopt  them,  and  thea  the  old  rules  would  re- 
main for  the  year.  That  is  where  the 
trouble  is.  The'  difference  between  the  two 
branches  is  this;  We  adopted  the  jjint  rules  with 
a  nrovision  that  they  could  be  changed  with  a 
vote  of  a  majority  of  either  branch;  but  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  propose  that  no  changes 
shall  be  made  except  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of 
both  branches.  We  adopted  all  the  old  rules  of 
the  Common  Council,  and  appointed  a  committee 
to  revise  them,  and  a  majority  vote  of  this  body 
can  change  them.  But  if  we  adopt  the  old  joint 
rules  we  cannot  change  them  in  any  respect  with- 
out a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  both  branches,  and  it 
seems  to  me  the  gentleman  leaves  that  out  of  the 
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consideration  when  he  proposes  that  we  should 
adopt  the  old  rules.  I  respect  the  honesty  of  the 
gentleman's  position  and  the  evident  sincerity 
he  manifests  in  bringing  forward  this  matter,  but 
he  evidently  is  not  useu  to  the  ways  and  devices 
of  gentlemen  who  have  been  in  the  other  branch 
for  a  number  of  years.  They  meet  very  often, 
and  I  think  they  have  persuaded  my  friend  to 
pr.t  his  foot  into  it  by  the  proposition  which  he 
makes.  If  we  adopt  these  joint  rules  the  possi- 
bility of  any  reform  is  something  I  cannot  see. 
Inasmuch  as  there  is  no  reason  for  us  to  adopt 
them,  and  as  there  is  no  public  service  suffering, 
because,  as  I  understand,  all  the  joint  committees 
are  to  be  appointed  this  evening  before  we  sepa- 
rate; and  I  believe  every  member  of  the  Confer- 
ence Committee  will  indorse  my  statement,  that 
there  is  not  one  of  the  remainder  of  the  rules, 
excepting  the  junketing  rule,  that  will  have  the 
slightest  importance  to  the  public  service;  and  if 
we  do  not  have  any  more  joint  rules,  the  business 
of  the  city  will  be'  affected  just  as  well  as  in  any 
other  year,  and  there  is  no  rule  of  any  impor- 
tance except  the  one  which  will  allow  the  contin- 
uance of  the  abuse  which  the  gentleman  and  my- 
self wish  to  correct.  For  these  reasons  I  hope  the 
motion  to  substitute  will  not  be  accepted.  It  is  an 
unnecessary  giving  away  of  the  matter,  and  the 
worst  of  all  is  we  will  do  it  not  when  we  are  in 
ignorance  of  it,  but  after  we  have  had  our  e.?es 
fully  opened  to  the  fac  that  our  joint  rules  are 
wrong  and  the  system  is  iniquitous,  and  which  it 
is  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  18  him- 
self that  we  correct.  If  concurrence  ban  taken 
place  on  this  on  the  first  day,  there  might  have 
been  some  excuse  for  it,  when  we  knew  nothing 
about  it;  but  after  the  statements  made  by  the 
committee  and  by  members  who  know  the  abuses, 
I  hope  we  will  not  walk  into  the  trap  with  our 
eyesopeu.  There  will  be  no  gain  to  the  public 
service,  and  why  we  should  be  asked  to  take  this 
ignominious  position  is  more  lhan  I  can  see. 

Mr.  Parkman  ot  Ward  9 — I  hope  the  Council 
will  concur  in  the  report  of  the  committee  and  in 
the  action  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12.  I  think  wo  have  taken  a  very  proper  position 
in  the  matter.  We  have  receded  somewhat  from 
our  former  position,  and  I  have  that  good  opinion 
of  the  present  Board  of  Aldermen  that  I  have  no 
doubt,  when  they  see  that  the  Council  is  really 
desirous  of  making  these  changes,  and  that  it  is 
not  merely  the  desire  of  a  few,  they  will  be  will- 
ing to  recede  somewhat  from  their  action.  The 
two  branches  have  been  a  little  in  the  position  of 
standing  on  their  own  dignity  and  have  not  been 
willing  to  draw  back  at  all.  If  the  Council  take 
the  proposition  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12,  we  will  have  receded  somewhat,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  when  it  goes  back  to  the  Aldermen 
they  will  be  willing  to  recede  from  their  action 
and  sav  they  are  willing  to  agree  with  us. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21— I  agree  with  what  the 
gentleman  has  just  said,  except  that  I  do  not 
see  where  the  Aldermen  have  much  dignity  to 
stand  on  in  this  matter.  It  seems  to  me  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  have  approached  pretty  near 
the  verge  of  discourtesy  to  this  branch  in  refus- 
ing to  appoint  a  committee  of  conference  about 
the  joint  rules.  I  fail  to  discover  any  reason  al- 
leged why  we  should  recede  from  our  former  ac- 
tion. I  was  not  present  at  the  meeting  of  the 
committee  atwhich  the  proposed  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  but  on  looking  it  over  I  think  it  an  ex- 
cellent amfndment,  Although  I  am  sorry  to  dif- 
fer with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  18,  I  trust  the 
Council  will  take  its  own  course. 

Mr.  Hart's  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  motion  and  amendment  to  rule 
20  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended to  enable  him  to  offer  an  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  it  was  ordered — 
That  the  Chairman  and  one  other  member  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  President  and  two 
other  members  of  the  Common  Council  be  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  on  Joint  Rules  and  Orders 
of  the  City  Council.  The  President  appointed 
Messrs.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  and  Hagar  of  Ward 
10  on  said  committee. 

Sent  up. 

JOINT      STANDING,       NOMINATING      AND     SPECIAL 
COMMITTEES. 

As  before  stated,  the  Council,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whitmore,  suspended  the  rule  and  took  up  the 
special   assignment   for   a  quarter  before  eight 


o'clock,  viz.,  orders  appointing  joint  standing 
and  joint  nominating  committees. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  will  now  move  that 
we  pass  the  orders.  The  motion  to  reconsider 
was  made  by  me  somewhat  in  the  expectation 
that  the  joint  rules  would  be  adopted  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  but  as  they  have  not  done  so, 
I  move  that  the  orders  be  passed. 

The  several  orders  were  passed  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Greenough  moven  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Later  in  the  session  the  President  announced 
the  following  appointments  of  committees; 

Joint  Standing  Committees. 

Assessors'  Department— Child  17.  Maguire  19, 
Bigelow  25,  Murphy  3,  Welch  7. 

City  Hospital— Hosle.v  15,  Lauten  14,  Connell   20. 

City  Registrar's  Department — Hart  18,  Welch  7, 
Daly  6. 

Claims— Devlin  13,  Hagar  10,  Williams  11,  Hos- 
ley  15,  Gove  1. 

Common — Parkman  9,  Doherty  2,  Devlin  13, 
Barry  10,  Harding  3. 

East  Boston  Ferries— Dudley  4,  Lovell  1,  Morri- 
son 1,  Quigley  2,  McLaughlin  6. 

Engineers'  Department— Bigelow  25,  Fitzpat- 
rick  8,  Brimbecom  18. 

Fire  Department— Brown  23,  Conlin  2,  Bartlett 
15. 

Fuel— Wheeler  10,  Clapp  24,  Mullett  5. 

Harbor— Doherty  7,  Bartlett  15,  Cronin  12. 

Health— Pray  5,  Doherty  7,  Williams  11,  Farwell 
15,  Means  20. 

Legislative  Matters— Parkman  9,  Pope  9,  Ros- 
nosky  16. 

Mount  Hope  and  Cedar  Grove  Cemeteries— 
Clapp  24,  Denney  12,  Wakefield  23. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor— Viles  8,  Wakefield  23, 
Powers  13. 

Police— Welch  7,  Barry  16,  McNamara  19. 

Printing— Lauten  14,  Boyle  8,  Eddy  24. 

Public  Buildings— Clapp  14,  Morrison  23,  Whit- 
more 12,  Hilton  5,  Bowker  16. 

Public  Institutions— Brown  23,  Lovell  1,  Smith 
21,  Fisk  20,  Rogers  22. 

Public  Instruction— President  Common  Council 
ex  officio,  Pratt  21,  Wharton  11,  Williams  11,  Em- 
ery 18. 

Public  Lands  —  W.  Freeman  10,  Doherty  2, 
Pray  5. 

Public  Library— Dudley  4,  Child  17,  Cronin  12, 
Huntress  11,  Gomez  13. 

Salaries— Hilton  5,  Viles  8,  Brimbecom  18,  Mc- 
Laughlin 6,  McCormick  6. 

Streets— Lauten  14,  Cotton  4,  Means  20,  Clapp 
24.  Tee  van  19. 

Surveyor's  Department — Rogers  22,  McLaughlin 

7,  Costel  o  22. 

Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings— Hilton  5, 
Fitzpatrick  8,  Rogers  22. 

Treasury  Department— Hart  18,  Dana  14,  Swan 
24. 

Water— Greenough  9,  Lovell  1,  Mullett  5,  Viles 

8,  Rosnosky  16. 

Joint  Special  Committees. 
Public  Parks— Pratt  21,  Maguire  19,  Hart  18, 
Walsh  3,  Freeman  10. 
Stony  Brook— Brown  23,  Wheeler  10,  Fitzpatrick 

8,  Matthews  21,  Costello  22. 

Improved  Sewerage— Clapp  14,  Greenough  9, 
Denney  12.  Farwell  15,  Bowker  16. 

New  Bridge  to  Charlestown— Hilton  5,  Walsh  3, 
Bigelow  25. 

Treatment  of  Poor— Lauten  14,  Dudley  4,  Ford 
17,  Connell  20,  Gomez  13. 

Public  Expenditures— Pratt  21,  Pray  5,  Parkman 

9,  Dudley  4,  Lauten  14. 

Standing  Committee  of  the  Council. 

Paving— Lauten  14,  Coulin  2,  Brown  23,  Child  17i 
Mullett  5. 

Nominating    Committees. 

Ovei  seers  of  Poor— Dudley  4,  Wakefield  23, 
Rogers  22. 

Superintendents  of  Bridges— Hilton  5,  Hosley 
15,  Maguire  19. 

Clerk  Committees— Hart  18,  Parkman  9,  Fitz- 
patrick 8. 

Superintendent  Common— Hilton  5,  Clapp  24, 
Devlin  13. 

Superintended  of  Streets— Lauten  14,  Green- 
ough 9,  Devim  13. 

Superintendent  Public  Buildings— Brown  23, 
Walsh  3,  Connell  20. 

City  Architect— Huntress  11,  Walsh  3,  Doher- 
ty 7. 
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Superintendsnt  of  Sewers— Emery  18,  Hagar  10, 
Ro9nosky  16. 

City  Messenger— Viles  8,  Wheeler  10,  Fitzpat- 
rick 8. 

City  Engineer— Greenough  9,  Harding  3,  Bow- 
ker  16. 

City  Surveyor— Lovell  1,  Matthews  21,  Gomez  13. 

City  Registrar— Rogers  22,  McNamara  19, Whar- 
ton 11.  | 

City  Solicitor— Huntress  11,  Wheeler  10,  Pope  9. 

Water  Registrar— Pratt  21,  McLaughlin  7, 
Gove  1. 

Commissioner  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery — Mor- 
rison 23,  Pray  5,  Eddy  24. 

Directors  of  Public  Institutions— Bowker  16, 
Lauten  14,  Pray  5. 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries— Viles  8,  Barry 
16,  Morrison  1. 

Trustees  of  City  Hospital— Hagar  10,  Emerv  18, 
Doherty  2. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library— Parkman  9,  Smith 
21,  Gomez  13. 

Trustees  of  Mount  Hope  Cemetery— Morrison 
23,  Pray  5,  Eddy  24. 

Sinking  Fund  Commissioner— Hart  8,  Swan  24, 
Wakefield  23. 

City  Auditor— Dana  14,  Welch  7,  Emery  18. 

City  Treasurer— Brown  23,  Hart  18,  Dana  14. 

City  Collector— Brimbecom  18,  Denney  12,  Mat- 
thews 21. 

Weighers  and  Inspectors  of  Lighters— Hosley 
15,  Quigley  2,  Teevan  19. 

Managers  of  Old  South  Association— Whitmore 
12,  Hagar  10,  Greenough  9. 

Commissioner  of  Prison  Point  Bridge— Gove  1, 
Fitzpatrick  8,  Murphy  3. 

The  President  also  announced  the  appointment 
of  tellers,  as  follows  : 

First  Division— Messrs.  Hart  and  Boyle. 

Second  Division— Messrs.  Harding  and  Mullett. 

Third  Division— Messrs.  Lovell  and  McNamara. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  directing  the  removal  of  snow  and  ice 
from  sidewalks  connected  with  public  buildings 
and  lands,  and  yards  of  public  buildings.  Passed 
as  amended.    Sent  up. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Claims  to  draw  up- 
on the  Treasurer  for  the  payment  of  executions 
and  judgments  of  court  against  the  city.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

Order  to  allow  for  payment  a  bill  of  Hall  & 
Whipple,  amounting  to  S3. 15  for  refreshments 
furnished  the  Committee  on  the  Celebration  of 
the  Fourth  of  July  of  last  year.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  that  bells  be  rung  and  flags  displayed  on 
Washington's  birthday.  Passed— yeas  63,  nays  0. 
Sent  up. 

INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

The  Council   took  up  the  past  assignment,  viz.: 

Order— For  the  Mayor  to  petition  for  a  legisla- 
tive act  to  amend  chapter  107,  acts  of  1880,  so  that 
it  shall  not  apply  to  buildings  constructed  of 
brick,  stone  or  iron,  unless  forty  or  more  opera- 
tives are  employed  therein. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  a  committee  of  the  Legislature  had  been 
directed  to  inquire  whether  the  building  laws 
had  been  enforced,  and  moved  the  reference  of 
the  order  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters,  expvessing  the  hope  that  they  would 
give  it  their  early  attention. 

The  motion  to  refer  prevailed.    Sent  up. 

PETITION. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Frank  McManus 
to  be  paid  damages  for  personal  injuries  received 
from  an  alleged  defect  in  Commercial  street,  Jan. 
7, 1881.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 
Se,nt  up. 

VACANCY  IN  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  special  committee  appointed  to  nominate 
candidates  for  the  Committee  on  Finance,  on  the 
part  of  the  Common  Council,  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  election  of  Alfred  S.  Brown  to  fill  the 
existing  vacancy  upon  said  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. For  the  Committee, 

Austin  Bigelow,  Chairman. 

Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bigelow,  an  election  was  or- 
dered. 

Committee— Messrs.  Devlin  of  Ward  13,  Brim- 
becom of  Ward  18  and  Clapp  of  Ward  24. 


Whole  number  of  votes 62 

Necessary  to  a  choice 32 

John  Doherty 10 

Alfred  S.  Brown 52 

Mr.  Brown  was  elected. 

Sent  up. 

the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  offered  an  order — 
That  when  this  Council  adjourns  it  be  to  meet  in 
one  week  from  Thursday  next  at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M. 
Passed. 

CHARLES  RIVER  EMBANKMENT. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  2]  offered  an  order— That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the 
Legislature  at  its  present  session  for  the  passage 
of  an  act  granting  to  the  city  of  Boston  portions 
of  the  Charles  River  Flats  between  Canal  Bridge 
and  West  Boston  Bridge,  substantially  as  de- 
scribed and  proposed  in  the  second  and  fifth  re- 
ports of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  De- 
partment of  Parks  for  the  city  of  Boston,  for  the 
purposes  of  constructing  portions  of  the  Charles 
River  embankment  and  laying  out  and  using  the 
same  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of 
said  board.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

COMMON  COUNCIL  REFRESHMENT    AND    CARRIAGE 
BILLS. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Rules  of  the  Common  Council 
be  directed  to  report  such  changes  in  rule  72  of 
the  Common  Council  as  shall  make  it  in  accord- 
ance with  joint  rule  No.  20,  as  amended.    Passed. 

PROPOSED  NEW  ARRANGEMENT  OF  SEATS  IN  THE 
COUNCIL  CHAMBER. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  the  members  of  the  Joint  Committee  on 
PuDlic  Buildings  on  the  part  of  this  Board  be  a 
committee  to  consider  and  report  whether  any 
desirable  change  in  the  arrangement  of  seats  in 
the  Common  Council  chamber  can  be  made  at 
moderate  expense.    Passed. 

PROPOSED    PUBLICATION    OF    NAMES    OF    JURORS 
DRAWN. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  7  offered  an  order— That 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  be  and  hereby  are  respect- 
fully requested  to  cause  the  names  of  all  jurors 
drawn  by  said  Board  to  be  published  in  the  Bos- 
ton daily  papers. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading  and 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  believe  that  matter 
has  been  discussed  a  good  deal  upon  requests 
brought  before  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  in 
other  ways,  and  the  committee  reported  against 
it  and  gave  very  good  reasons  why  it  should  not 
be  done.  I  do  not  think  we  have  any  control  over 
the  drawing  of  jurors,  and  therefore  I  think  we 
should  not  take  the  position  of  making  a  request 
to  them  in  the  matter.  I  would  state  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  7  that  it  is  very  bad,  as  all 
lawyers  know,  to  have  the  names  of  jurors  pub- 
lished before  they  are  summoned. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  7— The  reason  I  offer  this 
order  is  this:  If  my  information  is  correct,  I 
understand  that  after  the  jurors  are  drawn,  their 
names  are  sent  to  the  courts,  and  the  Court  gives 
the  constable  authority  to  summon  those  jurors. 
If  my  information  is  correct,  if  the  constables  go 
to  the  homes  of  the  men  drawn,  and  do  not  find 
the  parties  there,  they  do  not  inquire  any  further. 
Then  they  go  to  work,  and  there  are  always  par- 
ties around  Court  square  here,  and  they  pay  the 
constables  for  the  privilege  of  having  them  sworn 
in  as  the  parties  drawn.  There  are  parties  who  are 
summoned  on  juries  who  are  never  notified,  and  I 
have  known  of  several  instances  of  it  myself. 
For  that  reason,  I  have  offered  the  order  that 
when  the  names  of  jurors  ate  drawn,  they  shall 
be  published,  so  that  they  could  not  be  given  in 
charge  to  those  officers  to  lobby  and  fix  juries  as 
they  think  it  for  their  interest,  as  I  have  known 
in  my  experience  they  have  had  a  chance,  and  to 
call  upon  men  to  find  a  verdict  for  or  against 
them,  as  they  pleased. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8—1  move  that  order 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police,  and  let 
them  take  some  action  before  we  decide  it.  I 
think  that  is  the  proper  place  for  it. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost. 

Mr.  Parkman— I  do  not  wish  to  deny  the  state- 
ments of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  7,  because  I 
have  no  knowledge  that  such  things  have  hap- 
pened, but  I  do  know  that  this  matter  was  inves- 
tigated last  year  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
a  request  exactly  like  this  was  brought  in   to 
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them.  I  cannot  give  the  dates,  because  I  have 
not  the  proceedings  here,  out  I  think  there  Is 
sufficient  evidence  to  show,  as  my  experience  in- 
forms me,  that  it  will  be  a  bad  practice  and  a  det- 
riment to  the  jury  system  if  the  names  are  pub- 
lished; and  as  the  matter  is  entirely  in  the  con- 
trol of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  it  seems  to  me 
such  a  request  should  be  presented  to  them,  and 
not  here. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  7—1  do  not  see  how  this 
order  can  affect  the  Board  of  Aldermen  or  the 
drawing  of  jurors.  I  think  it  would  be  doing 
away  with  a  bad  practice.  If  my  information  is 
correct  1  think  it  will  <to  away  with  a  bad  prac- 
tice if  the  constables  of  the  courts  could  be  pre- 
vented from  tefhing  in  men  from  Court  square 
or  elsewhere  to  make  up  a  jury,  or  go  outside  and 
bargain  with  parties.  I  think  it  is  right  to  notify 
men  when  their  names  are  drawn.  I  think  if  the 
practice  is  put  into  effect  of  publishing  the 
names  tbey  could  not  do  this,  and  make  a  bar- 
gain with  outsiders  to  come  in  and  fill  up  a  jury 
and  not  summons  the  parties  duly  drawn.  I 
think  this  would  be  doing  away  with  that  prac- 
tice. Of  course,  I  cannot  prove  what  I  say,  but 
if  the  report  is  true  I  think  the  praciice  is  carried 
on  to  a  certain  extent. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— The  question  is 
whether  the  order  is  in  proper  shape.  If  it  were 
in  the  form  of  a  resolve,  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
might  pay  some  attention  to  it,  but  coming  in 
here  as  an  order  to  be  sent  to  the  other  branch,  it 
is  in  the  wiong  form.  We  can  only  pass  an  order 
requesting  tnein  to  consider  the  matter.  I  move 
that  it  be  laid  on  the  table  for  the  gentleman  to 
take  some  advice  or  put  it  in  proper  shape. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

IMPURITY  IK  THE  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11  offered  an  order— That 
the  AVater  Board  be  requested  to  make  a  report 
to  the  Council  at  their  earliest  convenience  on 
the  cause  and  prevention  of  the  impurity  in  the 
water  supplied  to  the  city.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

THE  RECOUNTING  Or  BALLOTS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Wara  12—1  desire  to  offer  an 
order  which  I  hope  will  be  read  by  its  title  and 
specially  [assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Council.  It  is  in  regard  to  the  system  of  recount- 
ing ballots.  It  is  the  draft  of  an  act  of  seven  or 
eight  sections,  and  1  desire  that  ir.  be  printed  and 
specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting,  because  1 
think  the  Council  may  perhaps  be  willing  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  for  it.  It  is  put  in  Hie  form 
of  an  order  for  the  mayor  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture for  the  passage  of  an  act  substantially  in 
accordance  with  the  draft  submitted  with  it.  Of 
course  if  it  is  printed  the  members  can  read  and 
understand  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  Legislature  at  its  present  session 
for  a  revision  of  the  statutes  in  regard  to  count- 
ing votes,  substantially  in  the  terms  of  the  an- 
nexed draft  of  an  act. 

Section  1.  In  the  city  of  Boston  there  shall  be 
annually  chof  en  by  the  City  Council  a  commit- 
tee, consisting  of  six  Aldermen  and  twelve  Coun- 
cilmen,  each  branch  choosing  its  own  members 
thereof,  to  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  revising 
the  votes  cast  at  the  polls  for  members  of  said 
City  Council,  or  any  State  or  municipal  officer, 
other  than  members  of  the  School  Committee  of 
said  city,  as  hereinalter  provided. 

Sect.  2.  Any  candidate  for  any  of  the  above 
offices  may,  within  three  days  succeeding  any 
election,  petition  for  a  recount  of  the  ballots  cast 
for  such  office  by  a  written  request  filed  with  the 
City  Clerk.  The  City  Council  may  by  vote,  with- 
in ten  days  following  any  election .  order  a  re- 
count of  the  votes  cast  for  any  officer  on  the 
ground  of  probable  error  or  fraud  affecting  the 
result. 

Sect.  3.  The  said  joint  committee  shall  meet  on 
the  fourth  week-day  following  each  election  for 
the  said  offices,  or  any  of  them,  and  if  any  peti- 
tions tor  a  recount  have  been  filed  with  the 
City  Clerk,  shall  proceed  to  designate  by  lot  so 
many  sub-committees  as  shall  be  needed  to  make 
the  count.    The  report  of  such   counts   shall    be 


made  by  the  general  committee  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  at  its  next  meeting,  and  thereon  certifi- 
cates of  election  shall  be  issued  by  the  City 
Clerk  in  accordance  therewith. 

Sect.  4.  The  School  Committee  of  said  city 
shall  annually  appoint  a  committee  of  three  of 
its  members  to  recount  votes.  If  a  recount  be 
asked  by  any  candidate  within  three  days  follow- 
ing the  election  of  any  member  of  said  board, 
such  committee,  together  with  four  members  of 
the  said  joint  committee  of  the  City  Council,  se- 
lected by  lot,  shall  constitute  a  committee  forth- 
with to  recount  the  votes  for  such  office,  and  to 
certify  the  result  to  the  Board  of  School  Commit- 
teemen. 

Sect.  5.  In  recounts  of  votes  cast  at  the  mu- 
nicipal election,  the  cases  shall  be  investigated 
in  the  following  order:  First,  of  the  Mayor;  sec- 
ondly, of  any  Alderman;  third,  of  any  Council- 
man; fourth,  of  any  officer  voted  for  throughout 
the  city;  fifth,  of  any  precluct  officer;  sixth,  of 
any  member  of  the  School  Committee. 

Sect.  6.  The  envelopes  containing  ballots  or 
check  lists  required  lor  examination  in  any  re- 
count shall  be  delivered  by  the  City  Clerk  to  the 
person  acting  as  chairman  of  the  joint  committee 
specified  in  sections  1  and  4,  who  shall  be  author- 
ized to  break  the  seal  and  open  such  envelopes. 
The  said  chairman  shall  take  proper  )  recautions 
for  the  security  of  such  ballots  and  lists  until  the 
examinations  are  finished  and  the  reports  are 
signed;  and  a  temporary  delivery  to  the  City 
Clerk  during  such  period  shall  be  deemed  a  com- 
pliance with  such  provision.  Whenever  all  such 
examinations  have  been  completed  by  the  joint 
committee  of  the  City  Council,  or  of  the  latter 
and  the  School  Committee,  the  envelopes  shall  be 
again  sealed  by  the  City  Clerk  or  his  assistants  in 
presence  of  such  members  of  said  committee  as 
may  be  appointed  to  that  duty. 

Sect.  7.  The  envelopes  containing  ballots  or 
voting  lists  shall  remain  in  the  custody  of  the 
City  Clerk,  unopened,  except  in  the  cases  before 
specified ,  for  sixty  days  from  the  first  Monday  in 
January,  annually.  During  that  time  the 
School  Committee  or  either  branch  of  the 
City  Council  may  itself,  or  through  its 
committee,  obtain  from  the  City .  Clerk 
any  such  envelopes  containing  ballots  or  voting 
lists  which  may  be  needed  to  decide  the  qualifica- 
tion or  election  of  any  of  its  members.  Such 
envelopes  shall,  after  examination,  be  resealed  by 
the  chairman  of  the  board  or  committee  using 
the  same,  and  delivered  to  the  City  Clerk. 

Sect.  8.  All  examinations  for  a  recount  as 
aforesaid  shall  be  conducted  in  City  Hall  and  not 
elsewhere,  jno  person  other  than  a  member  of 
the  committee  in  charge  shall  be  allowed  to  handle 
or  count  such  voting  lists  or  ballots,  but  clerical 
assistance  may  be  had  in  preparing  the  reports. 
Any  candidate  who  has  petitioned  for  a  recount 
shall  be  allowed  to  be  present  during  the  exami- 
nation and  to  make  anj  lepresentation  to  the 
committee  under  such  rules  as  they  may  pre- 
scribe. 

Sect.  9.  Either  branch  of  the  City  Council,  and 
the  Board  of  the  School  Committee,  and  any  com- 
mittee of  the  same  duly  appointed,  when  making 
the  recounts  herein  described,  or  when  investigat- 
ing the  election  of  its  own  members,  shall  have 
power  to  send  for  persons  or  papers  connected 
therewith. 

Specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  and 
ordered  priuted. 

POWERS  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  the  President  of  the  Common  Council  be  di- 
rected to  petition  the  Legislature,  in  behalf  of 
said  Council,  for  an  act  transferring  the  powers 
and  duties  held  and  performed  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  as  County  Commissioners  of  Suffolk, 
or  Surveyors  of  Highways,  or  as  successors  to  the 
Selectmen  of  Boston,  to  the  City  Council  of  said 
city,  to  be  exercised  and  performed  by  concurrent 
vote,  subject  to  the  approval  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor.    Read  twice  and  passed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bigelow  of 
Ward  25. 
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Adjourned  regular  meeting-  at  12  M.,  Alderman 
O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PAPERS  FKOM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Notice  of  the  election  of  Finance  Committee  on 
the  part  of  the  Common  Council.    Placed  on  file. 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  special 
committee  to  take  charge  of  the  Stony  Brook  im- 
provement. Passed  iu  concurrence,  and  Alder- 
men Viles,  O'Brien  and  Curtis  were  joined  to  said 
committee. 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  Joint  Special 
Committee  on  Public  Parks.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence, and  Aldermen  O'Brien,  Breck  and  Whitten 
were  joined  to  said  committee. 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
continue  the  consideration  of  the  subject  of  the 
proposed  new  bridge  to  Charlestown.  Passed  in 
concurrence,  and  Aldermen  Caldwell  and  Hersey 
were  joined  to  said  committee. 

SPECIAL  ELECTION  IN  WARD  TWO. 
Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following: 
The  special  committee  appointed  to  examine 
the  returns  of  votes  cast  on  the  15th  inst.  for  a 
member  of  the  Common  Council  from  Ward  2,  in 
place  of  Daniel  J.  Sweeney  deceased,  have  at- 
tended to  that  duty,  and  report  that  the  returns 
are  properly  made  and  the  results  correctly  re- 
corded in  the  City  Clerk's  records,  from  which  it 
appears  that  Cornelius  F.  Doheity,  having  a 
plurality  of  votes,  appears  to  be  elected.  The 
committee  recommend  that  the  City  Clerk  be 
directed  to  notify  him  accordingly. 

William  Woolley. 
Charles  F.  Hersey. 

Committee. 
Accepted. 

COASTING  ON  THE  COMMON. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order — That  in  view 
of  the  many  serious  accidents  caused  by  the 
double-runner  sleds  coasting  on  the  Common, 
and  in  consideration  of  the  repeated  remon- 
strances of  well-known  citizens  as  to  the  increas 
ing  danger  from  their  use,  the  Superintendent  of 
Police  is  hereby  authorized  to  prohibit  the  use  of 
such  sleds  anywhere  on  the  Common,  and  to  no- 
tify such  persons  offending  that  they  will  be  sub- 
ject to  arrest  for  the  same,  as  for  coasting  on  the 
public  streets  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Viles — That  order  was  handed  to  me 
by  a  prominent  citizen  of  Boston,  who  asked  me 
to  present  it  to  this  Board.  I  rather  think  I  be- 
lieve in  it.  Many  accidents  have  happened  there 
on  account  of  those  double-runners.  Scarcely  a 
day  passes  without  some  one  is  injured.  You  will 
see  attached  to  the  paper  a  statement  about  a 
person  who  lost  his  limb  and  had  to  have  it  am- 
putated at  the  City  Hospital,  and  which  was 
caused  by  his  being  run  down  by  one  of  these 
double-runners.  This  order  is  intended  to  reach 
the  men  and  large  boys  who  use  these  double- 
runners,  and  it  is  to  prohibit  their  use  entirely.  I 
do  not  ask  to  have  the  order  passed  today,  but 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common 
with  full  powers. 

Alderman  Woolley  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  was  about  to  suggest  to 
the  Alderman  who  presented  the  order  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares,  f  am  aware  of  the  fact  that  quite  a 
number  of  accidents,  probably  more  than  usual, 
have  occurred  on  the  Common  this  year.  But 
what  are  you  to  do  ?  In  riding  down  Tremont 
street  yesterday,  I  saw  that  the  Common  was 
completely  lined  with  people  looking  at  the  boys 
coast  there,  and  I  don't  believe  it  will  make  any 
difference  how  many  orders  you  pass,  the  curios- 
ity of  people  will  induce  them  to  go  there  and  run 
all  sorts  of  risks.  Now,  our  boys  are  prohibited 
from  coasting  iu  the  streets;  they  are  arrested  if 
they  are  found  coasting  in  the  streets.  What 
great  inconvenience  is  it  to  give  them  the 
privilege  of  coasting  on  the  Common  during  the 
very  few  weeks  of  the  year  when  they  can  coast 
there?  Must  we  crowd  our  hoys  out  of  every 
place  where  boyish  sport  and  amusement  can  be 
indulged  in?  I  do  not  believe  in  it.  I  believe  it 
would  he  a  very  little  inconvenience  to  the  nu- 
merous people  who  are  finding  fault  with  the 


present  arrangements  on  the  Common,  if  they 
would  take  a  few  steps  in  another  direction  anil 
avoid  what  they  consider  to  be  the  danger.  I 
believe  in  letting  our  boys,  under  nroper  restric- 
tions—I do  not  know  but  the  case  may  be  carried 
too  I  ar— enjoy  the  full  benefit  of  the  Common 
when  there  is  coasting  on  that  public  ground. 
Bridges  were  erected  last  week  so  as  to  avoid  acci- 
dents as  much  a*  possible,  and  I  think  that  very 
few  accidents  will  occur  there  if  the  people  would 
mind  their  own  business  and  keep  away,  and  not 
crowd  around  that  place.  If  they  run  the  risk 
they  must  take  the  consequences.  I  think  it  is 
very  proper  that  the  order  shouid  be  referred  to 
the  committee  to  be  considered. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  have  no  objections  to  the 
matter  being  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares,  but  we  have  already  got 
the  sentiment  of  the  committee  from  one  of  their 
number. 

Alderman  O'Brien— The  committee  has  not  or- 
ganized yet.  I  merely  speak  for  myself  as  one  of 
the  committee. 

Alderman  Tucker— This  is  a  mere  matter  of 
speculation.  I  understand  that  the  parties  hav- 
ing those  double-runners  charge  so  much  a  ride. 
I  suppose  coasting  there  is  all  right  under  certain 
rules;  but  I  doubt  very  much  the  legality  of  al- 
lowing anything  of  that  kind  to  go  on  without  a 
license  permitting  them  to  run  those  sleds  for 
hire.  I  think  they  are  very  dangerous,  indeed. 
Several  people  have  been  injured  while 
crossing  the  walks  there.  I  have  been 
there  several  evenings,  and  stood  sev- 
eral rods  away  from  the  mall,  and  seen 
these  large  sleds  go  down,  and  I  think  it  is  very 
dangerous  both  for  the  noys  that  ride  on  the 
small  sleds  and  those  who  have  to  go  hv  there.  If 
the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares  will  take 
this  matter  into  consideration  and  place  some  re- 
strictions upon  it,  I  should  be  willing  to  leave  it 
to  them.  We  have  had  several  accidents  there  on 
account  of  those  large  sleds,  and  they  are  all  an 
expense  to  the  city.  It  is  not  only  a  great  misfor- 
tune to  the  party  injured,  but  it  is  liable  to  cause 
large  expense  to  the  city.  It  strikes  me  as  being 
very  dangerous.  I  have  great  sympathy  for  the 
boys,  but  at  the  same  time  I  do  not  think  it  is 
proper  to  allow  this  thing  to  go  on  any  longer.  If 
the  committee  would  take  proper  action  I  have  no 
objection  to  sending  it  to  them. 

Alderman  O'Brien— There  have  been  several 
communications  addressed-  to  the  Committee  on 
Common  in  relation  to  this  matter.  They  meet 
on  Saturday  at  half-past  one  o'clock,  and  will 
take  the  matter  up.  If  it  is  possible  to  prevent 
accidents  they  will  do  so.  The  gentleman  finds 
fault  with  the  double-runners.  I  have  no  doubt 
he  has  had  some  practical  experience  with  them. 
I  have  no  doubt  when  he  was  looking  at  the  boys 
on  the  Common  last  Saturday  that  he  paid  for  a 
ride  just  for  the  experiment. 

Alderman  Viles— The  gentleman  who  handed 
me  that  order  did  not  contemplate  sweeping  all 
the  sleds  off  the  Common;  but  he  did  complain  of 
the  double-runners  which  go  down  there  with  a 
sweep  like  a  railroad  train;  and  he  wants  some 
regulation  so  that  the  lives  of  people  can  be  pro- 
tected. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  am  in  favor  of  giving  the 
boys  all  the  iatitude  that  is  proper.  As  the  dou- 
ble-runners belong  to  a  few  men  and  large  boys, 
who  hire  them  to  parties  wanting  to  ride,  it  does 
not  seem  right  to  jeopardize  the  rights  of  those 
who  have  small  sleds,  and  are  really  entitled  to 
use  the  Common  for  coasting.  The  double-runners 
are  used  by  large  boys  and  men,  and  are  put  there 
on  speculation.  The'  boys  ought  not  to  be  put  in 
jeopardy  because  some  one  having  a  large  sled 
or  a  double. runner  wants  to  run  there.  I  think 
it  is  a  matter  that  should  be  taken  hold  of  im- 
mediately. It  seems  to  me  we  all  understand  it 
well  enough  to  pass  upon  it  now,  and  do  away 
with  the  double-runners  on  the  Common.  I 
should  prefer  to  settle  it  today,  as  it  only  applies 
to  the  double-runners. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  hope  the  matter  will  not 
be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on 
Common.  The  committee  have  not  jret  been 
organized.  I  do  not  express  their  opinions.  I 
don't  think  it  will  be  treating  them  with 
proper  courtesy  to  take  this  matter  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  committee.  There  are  many 
things  to  be  considered  in  this  matter.  Every 
man  who  has  a  boy  ought  to  feel  an  interest 
in  it.  What  shall  our  bovs  do?  Boston  does  not 
give  them  a  playground  or  a  spot  to  coast  upon 
except  Boston  Common.    Have  they  no  rights  we 
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ought  to  respect?  I  think  it  is  a  matter  worthy 
of  serious  consideration,  and  I  do  not  believe  we 
ought  to  pass  such  au  order  hastily,  and  without 
the  proper  committee  considering  it. 

Alderman  'Whitten— I  have  probably  as  much 
sympathy  for  the  boys  as  the  Alderman.  I  have 
one  boy  ten  years  of  age  and  I  should  not  trust 
him  on  Boston  Common  now.  No  one  would  be 
justified  in  allowing  their  boys  to  go  there  and 
coast  as  long  as  those  double  -  runners 
are  used  there.  It  is  a  question  of 
life  and  death,  and  it  is  necessary  that 
action  should  be  taken  before  this  com- 
mittee can  report.  It  is  something  that  needs 
prompt  action.  A  great  deal  has  been  said  about 
it  in  the  papers,  aBd  as  the  Alderman  says  the 
papers  generally  reflect  public  sentiment,  I  do 
not  see  why  we  should  not  act  today.  It  is  n't 
anything  that  affects  the  rights  of  the  boys  gen- 
erally. It  is  to  protect  the  rights  and  lives  of 
those  small  boys  who  ought  to  have  the  privilege 
of  a  coasting  place  there.    It  is  to  stop  the  dan- 

§er  arising  from  the  use  of  those  double-runners 
y  grown  men  and  large  boys  that  I  want  action 
taken  at  once. 

Alderman  O'Brien  —  The  Alderman  makes  a 
statement  that  it  is  not  the  boys,  but  grown  men, 
who  use  the  double-runners"  He  has  no  good 
reason  for  making  such  a  statement  as  that. 
That  is  one  of  the  things  for  the  committee  to  in- 
quire into,  to  see  if  the  boys  are  driven  off  and 
their  places  taken  by  grown  men.  Some  two  or 
three  weeks  ago  a  delegation  of  boys  waited  upon 
me  to  aBk  the  privilege  of  coasting  there,  and— 

Alderman  Tucker  —  To  use  double-runners 
there  ? 

Alderman  O'Brien— It  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  double-runners  there.  I  used  double-runnerB 
there  when  I  was  a  boy.  I  should  think  they 
were  boys  attending  our  Latin,  High  and  Gram- 
mar schools— boys  of  all  sizes,  from  10,  up  to  16, 
17,  and  perhaps  18  years  of  age— as  gentlemanly  a 
lot  of  boys  as  I  ever  saw  or  met.  They  asked  for 
that  privilege,  and  I  do  not  think  they  ought  to 
be  deprived  of  it  without  some  consideration. 

Alderman  Whitten— Did  they  ask  for  the  priv- 
ilege of  using  double-runners? 

Alderman  O'Brien— They  asked  for  the  privi- 
lege of  coasting  on  the  Common.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion for  the  committee  to  consider  whether 
double-runners  should  be  allowed.  It  is  for  the 
Committee  on  Common  to  investigate  such  mat- 
ters and  not  to  be  guided  by  an  order  handed  to 
the  gentleman,  and  even  he  hesitates  to  ask  the 
Board  to  pass  it.  I  think  it  would  be  a  baa 
precedent  for  the  Aldermen  to  pass  such  an  or- 
der handed  to  a  member  by  some  outsider  with- 
out having  it  considered  by  the  committee  in 
charge  of  the  Common  and  public  grounds. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  merely  speak  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  boys.  1  think  that  nine-tenths  of 
the  boys  in  Boston  who  coast  on  the  Common  use 
only  single  sleds.  These  dounle-rvnners  are  not 
used  by  the  boys,  and  they  are  dangerous.  They 
go  like  a  streak  of  lightning,  and  when  tbey  go 
across  the  Common  everything  must  get  out  of 
the  way,  and  the  small  boys  have  no  show.  I  have 
no  leeling  about  it  whatever,  and  only  want  to 
protect  tlie  lives  of  the  boys,  for  if  there  should 
be  an  accident  I  think  the  city  would  be  responsi- 
ble for  it. 

Alderman  Viles— I  am  sensitive  about  acting 
upon  matters  before  they  are  considered  by  the 
proper  committee,  and  that  is  the  reason  Idid  not 
ask  that  the  order  be  passed  today.  I  think  that 
every  matter  should  be  considered  by  the  com- 
mittee on  the  department  to  which  it  relates,  and 
I  hope  the  Committee  on  Common  will  consider 
this  matter  at  their  earliest  convenience,  for  now 
is  the  time  when  the  accidents  are  happening. 

Alderman  Flynn— While  I  believe  some  action 
should  be  taken  in  relation  to  those  double-run- 


ners, I  still  feel  that  the  order  should  be  referred 
to  the  committee.  I  stood  there  on  the  Common 
the  other  day,  looking  at  the  coasting,  and  I  saw 
the  parties  who  came  down  on  those  double-run- 
ners. They  were  not  boys,  but  were  men  twenty 
and  twenty-three  years  of  age.  I  understand 
that  they  let  these  large  sleds  for  five  cents  a 
ride,  and  make  a  profitable  business  of  it.  It  is 
well  known  that  many  boys  cannot  pay  live  or 
six  dollars  for  a  sled,  and  they  want  to  coast  as 
well  as  the  larger  ones.  Many  boys  do  not  go 
there  because  it  is  not  safe.  They  say  it  is  as 
much  as  their  lives  are  worth  to  go  down  there 
on  a  sled.  Ihopeitwill  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee and  that  they  will  take  immediate  action. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
committee  will  take  action  immediately  if  they 
find  the  facts  as  stated  by  the  Aldermen. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Common,  with  full  power. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

COMMITTEE  ON  HEALTH. 

Alderman  Viles— I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in 
relation  to  the  Health  Department,  and  shall  then 
tender  my  resignation  as  a  member  of  that  com- 
mittee. It  is  well  known  that  I  have  been  a  mem- 
ber of  that  committee  six  years,  and  most  of  the 
time  occupied  the  position  of  chairman.  The 
Board  will  also  remember  that  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  in  his  inaugural,  complimented  that  de- 
partment above  all  others  in  the  country,  in  rela- 
tion to  its  management  and  organization.  Heeve 
went  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  Health  Department 
was  the  best  managed,  and  that  Boston  was  the 
cleanest  city  in  the  country.  Then  at  our  next 
meeting  he  displaces  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  second  place  on  the  committee.  Had 
he  left  me  entirely  off  the  committee,  as  he  did 
from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  of  which  I  have 
been  a  member  several  years,  I  should  not  have 
said  a  word.  But  it  seems  to  me  he  desired  to 
say,  "We  need  his  services  on  that  committee, 
and  cannot  dispense  with  him,  but  we  will  give 
him  the  second  place."  Tberefore  I  shall  take  it 
as  a  direct  insult,  and  tender  my  resignation 
from  that  committee. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  move  to  lay  the  resigna- 
tion on  the  table. 

Alderman  Viles— I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail,  for  there  is  nothing  in  the  ordinances  to 
compel  me  to  serve  on  that  committee,  and  I 
shall  not  serve,  and  I  trust  the  Board  will  accept 
my  resignation. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  approve  of  the  motion  of 
the  Alderman  opposite.  Perhaps  the  Alderman 
can  be  prevailed  upon  to  serve.  Certaiuly,  as  a 
member  of  that  committee,  I  would  very  much 
prefer  that  he  should  withdraw  his  resignation. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  state  that  the 
City  Council  have  adopted  no  joint  rules  and  or- 
ders. There  is,  in  fact,  no  chairman  appointed 
for  that  committee.  When  the  committee  meet, 
it  will  be  their  privilege  to  elect  their  chairman, 
and  the  committees  on  Common,  Legislative 
Matters,  and  Printing,  which  meet  this  week, 
will  have  to  elect  their  own  chairmen.  The  fact 
that  the  joint  rules  and  orders  have  not  been 
adopted  will  necessitate  action  of  that  kind,  and 
if  the  Committee  on  Health  meet  at  any  time  be- 
fore we  adopt  the  joint  rules  and  orders,  they 
have  a  perfect  right  to  elect  their  own  chairman. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  am  in  hopes, Mr.  Chairman, 
that  the  Alderman  will  not  press  this  matter  to  a 
vote  today.  As  you  have  said,  there  is  no  ques- 
tion but  it  will  all  be  made  right  when  that  com- 
mittee come  together;  and  if  you  will  allow  that 
motion  to  go  over  until  next  Monday,  I  think  it 
will  all  be  right. 

The  matter  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley. 
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Regular  meeting  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  EEFEBBBD. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  James  V.  Devine, 
for  a  lamp  in  court  rear  of  118  Foundry  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  steam,  Engines.  Docker, 
Grundy  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  set  and  use  two  metal 
furnaces  at  38  Cbardon  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Thomas  White, 
for  leave  to  sprinkle  streets  in  Ward  24  this  sea- 
son; Charles  F  Kittredge  et  al.,  that  edgestones 
he  furnished  and  set  on  a  portion  of  Ashmont 
street  and  of  a  street  leading  therefrom;  John 
Soley,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  Everett 
street,  near  Cottage  street,  Ward  2,  to  Bremen 
street,  near  brooks  street,  Ward  1;  L.  B.  Morse 
and  others,  for  a  plank  or  bri  ;k  sidewalk  on  the 
northerly  side  of  Springfield  street,  from  Harrison 
avenue  to  Albany  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
Request  of  the  Police  Commissioners,  for  the  fit- 
ting up  of  a  property  room. 

To  the  Board  of  Health.  Mary  Dudley,  for 
leave  to  keep  a  lying-in  hospital  at  9  Kendall 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories.  D.  H.  Follett, 
for  an  appropriation  for  repairs  on  headquarters 
First  Battalion  of  Cavalry;  Company  D,  Ninth 
Infantry,  for  additional  armory  room. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  'Claims.  Margaret 
Dinan,  to  De  paid  for  personal  injuries  received 
by  reason  of  an  alleged  defect  in  Marlborough 
street,  Jan.  10, 1881;  Samuel  Lane,  to  be  compen- 
sated for  personal  injuries  caused  by  the  insecure 
condition  of  Shawmut  avenue,  Jan,  12, 1881:  Ja- 
cob H.  Hathorne,  to  be  paid  for  damages  in  con- 
sequence of  the  overturning  of  lone  of  his 
coaches  on  Jan.  8,  on  Beverly  street,  near  the 
Fitchburg  Railroad,  by  reason  of  an  alleged  de- 
fect at  said  place;  Margaret  Leary,  for  damages 
on  account  of  defect  in  Blossom  street,  Jan.  10, 
1881. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Charles  C.  Barry,  administrator,  to  be 
paid  for  land  taken  on  Essex  street  in  1861;  W. 
H.  Gallagher,  to  be  awarded  additional  damages 
for  land  taken  on  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  Boston  Sugar  Refining  Company,  old 
wooden,  12  additional  horses,  Webster  street,  near 
Lewis  street,  Ward  2;  William  H.  Dyer,  wooden, 
1  horse,  Monadnoek  street,  Ward  20;  Ruth  H. 
Thompson,  new  wooden,  2  horses,  Gurney  street, 
Ward  22;  Reed  Brothers  &  Sawin,  old  wooden,  10 
horses,  Rutherford  avenue,  corner  of  Winchester 
street,  Ward  5. 

To    the    Committee    on    Market.     Moulton   & 
Goodwin  et  al.,  for  the    extension   of  the  market 
limits  on  Broad  street  as  far  as  Milk  street. 
PETITIONS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Petitions  for  leave  to  erect  and  nse  steam 
engines  as  follows:  Horatio  G.  Hall,  155-159  Beach 
street;  W.  G.  Preston,  Mason  Building,  in 
Liberty  square. 

And  oiders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings 
thereon  on  Monday,  Feb.  14, 1881,  at  four  o'clock 
P.M. 

THE  RESERVOIR  BUILDING. 

The  order  for  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
to  sell  the  material  in  the  Reservoir  Building, 
on  Derne  street,  ana  credit  the  proceeds  to  the 
Sinking  Fund,  was  considered  under  unfinished 
busine.-s. 

Alderman  Slade— I  think,  perhaps,  that  had 
better  lie  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings.  In  the  first  place,  it  it  is  disposed  of, 
the  parties  purchasing  it  should  be  limited  to  a 
certain  time  in  which  to  take  it  down.  For  in- 
stance, if  it  is  sold  to  some  party  and  he  has  ten 
years,  more  or  less,  to  take  down  the  building, 
and  make  an  unsightly  object  on  that  hill  during 
all  that  time,  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  a  proper 
thing  to  do.  I  think  it  had  better  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  and  let  them 
consider  whether  it  should  be  sold  at  auction  or 
otherwise,  and  report  back  to  this  Board. 

The  order  was  refeired  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings.    Sent  down. 


PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  cause  flags  to  be  displayed 
and  bells  rung  on  Feb.  22,  in  observance  of  Wash- 
ington's Birthday.  Passed  in  concurrence— yeas 
12,  nays  0. 

Order  for  Water  Board  to  make  a  report  on  the 
occasion  of  alleged  impurities  in  Cochituate  wa- 
ter.   Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for 
an  amendment  of  chap.  197  of  acts  of  1880,  so  that 
said  act  [egress  from  manufacturing  establish- 
ments] shall  not  apply  to  buildings  of  stone  or 
iron  unless  forty  or  more  operatives  are  employed 
therein.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  publication  of  the  Municipal 
Register  and  pocket  edition  of  Rules  and  Orders, 
etc.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  appointing  a  committee  (Messrs.  Pratt, 
Pray,  Parkman,  Dudley  and  Lauten,  to  be  joined) 
to  consider  the  general  subject  of  municipal  ex- 
penses, with  a  view  to  a  possible  reduction  of  the 
same.  Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Slade,  who  thought  it  is  of  more  consequence 
than  appears  on  the  face  of  it. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for 
an  act  granting  to  the  City  portions  of  the  Charles 
River  Flats  between  Canal  and  West  Boston 
bridges  for  construction  of  the  Charles  River  Em- 
bankment, as  recommended  by  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners.   Passed  in  concurrence. 

Treatment  of  the   Poor. 

Order  appointing  a  committee  (Messrs.  Lauten, 
Dudley,  Ford,  Connell  and  Gomez,  to  be  joined) 
to  resume  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Commissioners  on  the  Treatment  of  the  Poor. 

Alderman  Viles— It  seems  to  me  that  order  is 
useless.  There  has  been  a  special  Committee  on 
the  Treatment  of  the  Poor  for  the  last  four  years 
and  they  reported  at  nearly  the  last  session  of 
last  year.  After  being  carefully  considered,  that 
report  was  indefinitely  postponed.  I  do  not  see 
any  use  in  opening  the  subject  any  more,  and 
move  that  the  order  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Care  of  Sideioalks  in  Front  of  Public  Buildings 
and  Grounds. 

The  order  passed  by  this  Board,  Jan.  10,  relative 
to  the  removal  of  snow  and  ice  from  Sidewalks  of 
all  public  buildings,  comes  up  amended,  so  as  to 
include  "yards"  of  said  buildings  also. 

Alderman  Slade— I  suppose  if  we  pass  that 
order  it  will  carry  with  it  the  schoolhouses  and 
schoolhouse  yards,  which  we  ought  not  to  do. 
When  this  matter  was  before  us  a  few  days  ago, 
I  stated — and  if  I  did  not  state  it  then,  I  will  now, 
as  I  understand  it— that  a  year  or  two  ago  the 
janitors  had  their  salaries  increased  on  account 
of  their  having  that  work  to  do.  In  conversation 
with  Mr.  Forristall,  a  few  days  ago,  he  said  that 
to  clear  the  snow  out  of  all  the  schoolhouse  yards 
it  would  take  at  least  300  men  three  weeks.  I  do 
not  think  we  ought  to  require  him  to  do  it.  I 
think  the  janitors  should  clear  out  the  paths  and 
yards  of  the  schoolhouses  as  much  as  is  necessary. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  clear  out  the 
yards  entirely.  It  would  be  too  great  an  expense. 
I  move  that  we  non-concur  in  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Tucker— It  would  be  all  very  well  to 
pass  that  order  for  the  advantage  of  the  School 
Committee,  but  all  that  expense  is  included  in 
their  appropriation,  and  for  them  to  come  here 
and  ask  the  Superintendents  of  Streets  and 
Health  to  enter  into  the  schoolhouse  yards  and 
clear  out  the  snow  which  accumulates  there,  it 
seems  to  me  is  altogether  wrong  in  every  sense 
of  the  word.  They  have  an  appropriation  for 
cleaning  out  the  snow  from  the  schoolhouse 
yards,  and  that  is  included  in  the  janitors'  duties. 
I  am  astonished  that  any  such  amendment  as 
that  is  offered. 

Alderman  Viles— I  do  not  rise  to  speak  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Health,  but  from 
familiarity  with  that  department  perhaps  I  can 
give  more  information  on  this  subject  than  any 
other  member  of  the  Board.  I  will  read  a  list  of 
the  squares  and  public  buildings  where  the 
streets  are  taken  care  of  in  front  of  them  by  the 
Health  Department: 

Boston  and  South  Boston— Common,  Public 
Garden,  Blackstone  square,  Franklin  square, 
Worcester  square,  Chester  square;  burying- 
ground,  Washington  street,  near  Newton  street; 
square  on  Tremont  street,  near  Montgomeiy; 
Independence  square.  Thomas  Park,  burying- 
ground  on  Emerson  street,  Kiog's  Chapel  Bury- 
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ing-ground,  Granary  Burying-ground,  City  Hall, 
Court  House.  Brattle-street  steps,  eDds  of  Quincy 
and  Faneuil  Hall  markets,  Fort  Hill  square, 
Copp's  Hill,  Haymarket  square  and  scales,  Cam- 
bridge-street square. 

East  Boston— Lamson  square,  Central  square. 

Cbarlestown— City  Hall  and  square,  Winthrop 
square,  Sullivan  square,  land  on  Lexington 
street,  Bunker  Hill  square,  Bunker  Hill-street 
Burying-ground,  land  on  Soley  street;  Medford, 
near  Moulton  street;  land  corner  Essex  and 
Lyiideborough  streets. 

Boston  Highlands  —  Highland  square,  Cedar 
square,  corner  ot  Warren  and  St.  James  streets, 
Madison  square,  Orchard  square,  Eustis-street 
Burying-ground,  Cabot-street  Bath-house. 

Now,  the  board  can  see  that  it  is  impossible  for 
the  Committee  on  Health  to  do  any  more  towards 
clearing  snow  without  the  addition  of  a  large 
force  to  the  department.  After  a  snowstorm  the 
sweepers  all  go  out  to  clean  the  streets  in  front 
of  the  squares  and  public  buildings,  and  then 
they  are  immediately  put  upon  the  work  of 
sweeping  the  crossings.  Before  the  city  was  so 
large  they  used  to  clear  out  the  snow  from  the 
schoolhouse  yards,  but  by  annexation  and  bring- 
ing in  so  much  territory  thev  cannot  do  it.  The 
teams  are  kept  out  all  the  time  gathering  up  the 
ashes  and  house  offal.  The  department  is  uoing 
now  all  that  it  possibly  can  do,  and  I  agree  with 
the  other  gentlemen  that  this  should  not  be  put 
upon  the  Superintendent. 

Alderman  Breck — 1  have  been  Informed  that 
Mr.  Forristall  has  cleaned  the  suow  out  of  two  or 
three  schoolhouse  yards.  I  Oo  not  know  how 
much  truth  there  is  in  it,  but  I  should  like  to 
know  from  the  chairman  of  the  committee  if  it  is 
a  fact. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  have  no  iniormation  of 
his  cleaning  out  the  schoolhouse  yards  this  sea- 
sou.  There  has  been  none  done  that  I  am  aware 
ui.  1  would  also  state  for  the  information  of  the 
Board  that  some  people  in  the  city  suppose  that 
the  Health  Department  has  a  large  number  ol 
men  constantly  employed,  which  they  can  place 
in  any  position.  All  the  sweepers  employed  by 
.Mr.  Forristall  are  about  eighty  in  number.  He 
cannot  take  the  men  ens  aged  on  the  teams,  as 
they  must  be  at  their  work  all  the  time.  If  he 
puts  any  more  men  on  this  work  he  has  got  to  hire 
them.  The  janitors  of  the  schoolhouses  can  see  to 
the  cleaning  of  the  yards  as  well  as  the  Health  De- 
partment can,  or  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 
I  know  that  many  of  our  citizens  have  an  idea 
that  Mr.  Forristall  has  as  many  men  as  he  wants 
to  put  on  to  such  work.  But  he  has  only  eighty, 
unless  he  leaves  teams  in  the  stables, which  would 
not  be  right. 

The  Board  non-concurred  in  the  amendment. 
Sent  down. 

Joint  Rules  and  Orders. 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  the  President  and 
Messrs.  Whltmore  and  Hagar,  with  the  Chairman 
and  one  member  of  this  Board,  a  Special  Commit- 
tee on  Joint  Rules  and  Orders.  Passed  iu  concur- 
rence, and  Alderman  Viles  was  appointed  on  be- 
half of  the  Board,  with  the  Chairman. 

Non-concurrence  in  vote  of  Board  of  Aldermen 
ol  Jan.  3,  respecting  adoption  of  joint  rules  of 
1880, and  the  appointmentof  acommittee  thereon; 
and  instead  thereof,  the  Common  Council  adopts 
'ill  the  joint  rules  of  1880,  except  rule  20,  to 
which  a  new  amendment  is  made  (as  printed  and 
laid  on  the  desks  of  the  Aldermen;. 

Alderman  Slade— 1  would  move  that  we  adopt 
all  of  the  joint  rules  of  1880,  in  concurrence  with 
the  Council,  except  rule  20  as  they  propose  to 
amend  it.  I  do  net  object  to  that  particularly,  it 
it  were  n't  for  the  change,  making  such  bills 
when  approved  chargeable  to  the  appropriation 
for  the  Contingent  Fund.  I  think  such  bills 
ought  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  to 
which  they  are  incident,  [f  thatlvd  been  in,  I 
would  not  have  said  a  word  against  the  proposed 
amendment  of  rule  20.  I  do  not  care  how  close 
the  Common  Council  tie  their  hands  in  this  mat- 
ter of  junketing.  If  they  think  they  are  not  men 
enough  to  do  the  decent  thing  in  the  matter  ol 
dinners,  I  do  not  care  how  closely  they  tie  them- 
selves up.  I  am  not  a  junketing  person,  and  do 
not  care  how  closely  they  tie  their  hands.  I  move 
that  we  concur  in  the  adoption  of  all  the  rules 
except  rule  20,  and  that  that  rule  be  referred  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Rules  and  Orders. 

The  Board  concurred  in  the  adoption  of  all  the 
rules  except  No.  20,  and  referred  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Joint  Kules  and  Orders.    Sent  down. 


WATER  WOBKS. 
The  following  was  received: 

Boston  Water  Board  Office,  i 
Jan.  20,  1881.  i 
To  the  City  Council— The  Boston  Water  Board 
respectfully  ask  lor  authority  to  contract  for 
such  water  pipes  and  special  castings  as  will  be 
needed  during  the  present  year  for  the  Cochlt- 
uate  and  Mystic  Water  Works,  the  same  to  be 
paid  for  after  the  1st  of  May  next,  from  the  ap- 
propriations to  be  made  lor  the  financial  year  of 
1881-82.  The  quantities  required,  as  estimated  by 
the  City  Engineer,  are  as  follows: 

Cochituate   Water  Works— 1170   tons   pipe  and 
CO  tons  special  castings. 

Mystic  Water  Works— 180  tons  pipe  and  10  tons 
special  castings. 

Boston  Water  Board. 
By  Leonard  R.  Cutter,  Chairman. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Water.    Sent  down 

organization  of  finance  committee. 
The  following  was  received  and  sent  down  : 
In  Committee  on  Finance,     i 
Friday,  Jan.  21, 1881.  S 
To  the  City  Council— The  Committee  on  Finance 
was  duly  organized  this  day,  Mayor  Frederick   O. 
Prince,    Chairman    ex  officio,    by    the    choice    of 
Thomas  N.  Hart  as  Chairman  ot  the  committee  on 
the  part  of   the  Common    Council,  and  Alfred  T. 
Turner,  Clerk  of  the  committee. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Alfred  T.  Turner,  Clerk. 
cost  of  sewers. 
Schedules  of  the  cost  of  sundry  sewers  were  re- 
ceived   from  the    Superintendent  of  Sewers,   as 
follows: 

Crawford  street 81G0.32 

Passageway    between    Holyoke  and  Canton 

streets .'i54.72 

Hancock  street,  Charlestown 320.90 

Commercial  street 3,390.02 

Downer  avenue 456.83 

Pembroke  street 1,025.14 

Centre  street 400. 74 

Tremont  and  Downer  streets 1,701.49 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

decoration  day. 
An  invitation   was   received   from  Post  No.  20, 
G.  A.  R.,  for  the  Mayor  and  City  Council   to  par- 
ticipate with  thein  i ■  ■   the  ceremonies  incidental 
to  Decoration  Day,  1881.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

NOMINATIONS    AND    ELECTIONS. 

Reports  of   nominating  committees   were  sub- 
mitted and  action  bad  thereon,  as  follows: 
Managers  of  the  Old  South  Association. 
By  Alderman    Hersey— Report  nominating  Al- 
derman  Hugh  O'Brien  and  Councilman    Dudley 
R.  Child.    Accepted. 

A   ballot  was  ordered.    Committee,  Aldermen 
Heivey,  Whitten. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Hugh  O'Brien  had 11 

Dudley  K.  Child  had 12 

Messrs.   O'Brien   and  Child  were  elected  on  the 
part  of  the  Board. 

Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery. 
By    Alderman    Fiynn — Report    in    part,    nomi- 
nating Alderman    Charles  V.  Whitten  and   Coun- 
cilmen    Albert  F.  Lauten    and    Alfred  S.  Brown. 
Accepted. 

A  ballot  was    ordered.    Committee— Aldermen 
Flynn,  Breck. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Charles  V.  Whitten 11 

Albei  t  V.  Lauten 12 

Alberts.  Brown 12 

Messrs.  Whitten,  Lauten  and  Brown  were  elect- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

Directors  for  Pnblic  Institutions. 
By  Alderman    Woolley— Report   in    part    nomi- 
nating Alderman  Clinton   Viles   and  Councilmen 
Thomas   H.   Devlin   and    Austin    Bigelow.      Ac- 
ceptea. 

A  ballot  was  ordered.     Committee— Aldermen 
Woolley,  Slade. 

Whole  number   of  ballots  12 

Necessaiy  for  a  choice 7 

Clin  tun  Viles  ban 11 

Thomas  H.  Devlin 12 

Austin  H.  Bigelow 12 

Messrs.Viles,  Devlin  and  Bigelow  were  elected 
on  the  part  of  the  Board. 
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Trustees  of  City  Hospital. 
By  Alderman   Whitten—  Report  in  part,  nomi- 
nating Alderman  Joseph  A.  TucKer  and  Council- 
man John  P.  Hilton.    Accepted. 

A  ballot  was  ordered.  Committee — Aldermen 
Whitten,  Hersey. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Joseph  A.  Tucker 11 

John  P.  Hilton 11 

Messrs.  Tucker  and  Hilton  were  declared 
elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library. 
By  Alderman  Tucker— Report  in  part,  nominat- 
ing  Alderman  Hugh  O'Brien   and    Councilman 
Charles  E.  Pratt.    Accepted. 

A  ballut  was  ordered.  Committee — Aldermen 
Tucker  and  Caldwell. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Hugh  O'Brien  had 11 

Charles  E.  Pratt  had 12 

Messrs.  O'Brien  and  Pratt  were  elected  on  the 
part  of  the  Board. 

-Directors  of  Mast  Boston  Ferries. 
By  Alderman  Flynn — Report,  iu   part,  nominat- 
ing Alderman  Charles  H.  B.  Breclc,  and  Council- 
men  Henry  Parkman  and  Cornelius  F.  Doherty. 
Accepted. 

A  ballot  was  ordered.  Committee— Aldermen 
Flynn,  Tucker. 

Whole  number  of  votes 11 

Necessarv  to  a  choice 7 

Charles  H.  B.  Breck 11 

Henry  Parkman 11 

Cornelius  F.  Doherty 3 

Clarence  P,  Lovell 8 

Messrs.  Breck,  Parkman  and  Lovell  were  elect- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  Board. 
Severally  sent  down. 

CONTINGENT  FUND  OF  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Finance  would  respectfully 
report  that  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  represents 
that  there  will  be  needed  for  the  contingent  fund 
of  the  Common  Council  for  the  balance  of  the 
present  financial  year  the  sum  of  $900,  and  the 
following  order  is  reported  making  the  necessary 
transfer  of  that  amount  from  the  reserved  fund. 
__For  the  committee. 

Hugh  O'Brien. 

Ordered— That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  transfer  from  the 
Reserved  fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Contingent 
fund  of  the  Common  Council  the  sum  of  $900. 

Order  passed— yeas  U,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

FIRES    AND    ALARMS. 
The  report  of  fires  and  alarms  for  the  month  of 
December  was  received  from   the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners.   Sent  down. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Reports  that  leave  be  grarted  on  the  usual 
conditions  to  occupy  stables  as  follows:  Eliza- 
beth Coughlin.  Summer  street,  near  Spriug street, 
Ward  23;  Conrad  Deeher,  Marginal  street,  near 
Jeffries  street,  Ward  2;  A.  F.  Newhouse,  Falcon 
street,  Ward  1;  Isaac  Pratt,  Jr.,  rear  Cambridge 
street,  opposite  Beacon  Park,  Ward  25.  Sever- 
ally accepted. 

SEWER!. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  fol: owing  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Eepotts  on  schedule  of  the  cost  of  sundry  sew- 
ers, previously  referred  to  them,  with  orders  for 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  the  proportional 
parts  thereof  upon  the  abutters.  Orders  several- 
ly passed. 

MINORS'   LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  the  following: 
Ordered— That  .all  licenses  granted  to  minors 
for  the  pursuit  of  any  vocation,  or  for  the  sale  of 
any  fruits  or  provisions  whatever,  live  animals, 
brooms,  agricultural  implements,  fuel,  newspa- 
pers, books  or  pamphlets,  agricultural  products 
of  the  United  States,  the  products  of  his  own 
labor,  or  any  labor  of  his  own  family,  for  which 
licenses  areby  law  required  to  be  granted  by  this 
Board,  shall  be  granted  upon  the  following  terms 
and  conditions,  which  shall  be  inserted  in  the  cer- 
tificate, with  such  other  conditions  and  regula- 
tions as  this  Board  may  deem  expedient,  viz.: 


1.  No  minor  shall  be  licensed  as  a  Hawker  or 
Pedler,  or  as  a  Bootblack,  in  this  city,  except 
upon  application  of  his  parent,  guardian,  or  next 
friend. 

2.  Every  minor  so  licensed  shall  attend  some 
school,  approved  by  the  School  Committee,  each 
day  during  the  school  year. 

3.  All  licenses  shall  specify  the  articles  to  be 
sold,  or  the  business  to  be  pursued,  and  the 
licenses  issued  to  Bootblacks  shall  contain  the 
places  assigned  therefor. 

4.  Each  minor  licensed  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men shall,  at  all  times  while  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness for  which  he  is  licensed,  wear,  conspicuously 
in  sighr,  a  badge,  with  the  word  "Licensed"  and 
the  number  of  his  license  thereon;  a  neglect  so  to 
do  shall  be  a  sufficient  cause  for  a  revocation  of 
said  license. 

5.  No  minor  so  licensed  shall  sell  any  articles, 
or  pursue  any  business  for  which  he  may  be 
licensed,  at  any  other  place  than  that  mentioned 
in  his  license. 

6.  Miners  so  licensed  shall  not  congregate  to- 
gether, make  any  unnecessary  noise,  or  in  any 
way  disturb  or  anuov  persons  as  they  pass. 

7.  All  licenses  shall  be  granted  for  a  definite 
period,  and  all  licenses  which  are  not  for  a  short- 
er period  shall  terminate  on  the  first  Monday  of 
January,  in  each  successive  year,  and  all  licenses 
which  are  not  expressed  for  a  shorter  period  shall 
extend  to  the  close  of  the  municipal  year. 

8  Each  minor  so  licensed  shall  exhibit  his  li- 
cense to  ar.y  officer  of  the  city  for  inspection, 
when  required  so  to  do,  and  the  same  shall  not  be 
transferred,  exchanged,  borrowed  or  lent,  nor 
shall  he  employ  or  furnish  with  papers  to  sell  any 
unlicensed  minor,  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of  said  li- 
cense. 

9.  Stands  for  the  purpose  of  blacking  boots  and 
shoes  may  be  located  in  such  places  as  shall  not 
interfere  with  the  convenience  of  the  public,  and 
they  shall  be  under  the  immediate  supervision  of 
the  truant  officer  in  whose  district  such  stands 
may  be  located,  and  the  said  officer  shall  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  good  order  and  discipline  of  the 
occupants. 

10.  Truant  officers  may  designate  and  estab- 
lish such  number  of  stands  for  bootblacks  within 
their  several  districts  as,  in  their  judgment,  the 
public  good  may  require,  and  no  more  than  one 
licensed  minor  shall  occupy  any  such  stand;  and 
any  such  minor  who  allows  idle  persons  to  assem- 
ble around  him  at  such  stand  shall  have  his  per- 
mit annulled. 

11.  The  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  State,  the 
ordinances  of  the  city,  or  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions herein  prescribed,  shall  operate  as  a  for- 
feiture of  this  license. 

Pi 


VACANCIES  IN  BOARD  OE  ALDERMEN. 
Alderman  Whitten  offered  an  order — That  the 
report  and  order  submitted  to  this  Board  in  1880, 
relating  to  the  mode  of  filling  vacancies  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  be  taken  from  the  files  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Market  recommending  the  grant- 
ing of  petitions  of  Albert  A.  Keene  to  transfer 
stall  89  to  Alonzo  Keen,  and  Charles  E.  Raymond, 
administrator  of  estate  of  W.  H.  H.  Furber,  to 
transfer  stall  88  and  90  with  cellar  to  Ransom  F. 
Evans.    Severally  accepted. 

IMPROVED  SEWERAGE. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Improved 
Sewerage  continue  the  work  of  abating  the  Rox- 
bury  nuisance,  as  authorized  by  an  order  passed 
July  15, 1878,  and  that  said  committee  be  invested 
with  all  the  powers  and  duties  recited  in  said 
order. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
Improved  Sewerage  be  authorized  to  continue 
the  work  of  constructing  the  improved  system  of 
sewerage,  either  by  contract  or  day  labor,  as  said 
committee  may  deem  best  for  the  interests  of  the 
city,  and  to  purchase  such  supplies  and  employ 
such  assistance  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  prop- 
er performance  of  said  work. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AJJD  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 
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Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  Lang  & 
King  to  enclose  and  occupy  the  sidewalk  and 
eight  feet  of  the  roadway  In  front  of  86-90  Long- 
wood  avenue,  lor  a  terni  of  two  weeks  from  the 
passage  of  this  order,  for  the  purpose  of  facili- 
tating the  filling  of  the  ice  vaults  of  their  brew- 
ery. 

Pflssfid 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving,  to  erect  fences  in  tront  of  vacant  lots 
on  public  streets  where  the  public  safety  requires 
the  same. 

Passed. 

Ordered— That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
and  he  is  hereby  emnowered  and  directed  to  re- 
move without  delay  any  and  all  structures  and 
things  which  may  hereafter  be  built  into  or  upon 
the  sidewalks  of  public  ways  in  this  city,  so  as  to 
binder,  incommode  or  endanger  persons  travel- 
ling thereon,  or  which  obstruct  or  encumber  the 
way. 

l'assed. 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  laying  edgestones  and 
sidewalks  in  sundry  streets,  with  orders  for  the 
assessment  and  collection  of  the  same.  Orders 
passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  l'aviug,  to  number  and  renumber  any  street, 
court  or  place  within  the  city  limits,  whenever  in 
the  opinion  of  said  committee  the  public  con- 
venience will  be  promoted  thereby. 

l'assed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  l'aviug,  to  set  edgestODes  and  pave  side- 
walks on  any  portion  of  the  public  streets  where 
me  abutters  agree  in  writing  to  pay  one-half  the 
cost  thereof. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving,  to  lay  cross  walks  and  pave  gutters  on 
the  public  streets  where  deemed  expedient  by 
the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Passed. 

Ordered.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
be  authorized  to  grant  permits  to  open  the  streets 
in  accordance  with  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  sec- 
tions of  the  revised  ordinances  of  1870,  relating  to 
streets. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving,  to  contract  from  time  to  time  for  the 
purchase,  sale  and  exchange  of  horses,  the  sup- 
ply of  hay,  grain,  paving  stones,  gravel  and  other 
materials  required  for  the  operations  of  tne 
Paving  Department  during  the  present  municipal 
year. 
.  Passed. 

COLLECTOR'S  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Whitten  offered  an  order— That  the 
sum  of  S295  be  paid  to  the  clerks  in  the  Collector's 
Department  for  night  duty,  as  authorized  by  the 
order  passed  Dec.  31,  1880,  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  surplus  from  real  estate  advertis- 
ing.   Passed.   Sent  down. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Cjmniittee  on  Public  Build- 
ings shall,  until  otherwise  ordered,  assign  and 
furnish  in  a  proper  manner  suitable  offices  and 
rooms  in  the  public  buildings,  or  procure  the 
same  elsewhere,  at  the  expense  of  the  city, for  the 
various  city  officers. 

Alderman  Slade— f  would  ask  to  have  that  mat- 
ter lie  over  one  week.  It  6eems  to  me  it  reads  a 
little  differently  from  the  ordinance,  and  I  snould 
like  to  understand  it. 

Alderman  Woolley — I  understood  it  was  the 
usual  order.  I  have  no  objection  to  its  lying 
over. 

The  order  went  over. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public- 
Buildings,  under  the  direction  of  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Public  Buildiugs.beauthorized 
to  supply  the  necessary  furniture  for,  and  cause 
to  be  made  such  repairs  and  cleaning  as  may  be 
needed  upon  the  City  Hall;  also  such  repairs  up- 
on the  police  stations,  engine  houses  and  other 
public  buildings  as  are  not  made  by  the  respec- 
tive departments  using  the  same;  the  expense 
therefor  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Public  Buildings. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 


Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buihiiigs,  be  authorized  to  supply  the 
necessary  furniture  for,  and  cause  to  be  made 
such  repairs  and  cleaning  as  may  be  needed  in, 
the  several  high,  grammar  and  primary  school- 
houses;  the  expense  therefor  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Schoolbouses,  Public  Build- 
ings. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

SUPPLIES  FOR  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 
Alderman  Caldwell  offered  an  order— That  the 
Superintendent  of  Health  be  authorized  during 
the  present  municipal  year  to  make  contracts 
subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  Committee  on 
Health,  for  the  purchase  of  such  quantities  of 
hay  and  grain,  and  for  such  stock  and  supplies 
as  his  department  may  from  time  to  time  require. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

THE  COASTING  GROUND  ON  THE  COMMON. 
Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order — Tint  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds  be 
authorized  to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $1500 
in  constructing  foot  bridges  on  Boston  Common; 
and  that  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  authorized 
to  transfer  said  amount  from  the  Reserved  Fund, 
to  constitute  a  special  appropriation  for  said 
purpose. 

Alderman  Tucker — I  have  an  order  here  which 
I  think  will  somewhat  affect  that  one,  and  which 
I  wish  to  offer  at  the  proper  time.  I  think  it  will 
do  away  with  the  necessity  for  bridges  entirely, 
if  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Tucker  the  order  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Later  in  the  session  Alderman  Tucker  o'iered 
the  following: 

.  Ordered,  That  coasting  on  the  Common  be  pro- 
hibited except  from  Monument  Hill  to  the  parade 
ground. 

Alderman  Tucker— My  object  in  offering  that 
order  is  simply  this:  The  practice  of  coasting  has 
been  going  on  for  the  last  four  weeks,  and  is  as- 
suming a  very  serious  aspect.  We  have  had  so 
many  of  these  accidents  at  the  City  Hospital  that 
I  come  here  from  a  sense  of  duty,  as  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees,  to  let  this  Board  know  the 
number  brought  to  the  hospital  from  the  Com- 
mon.   I  will  read  the  list  of  them: 

Coasting  accidents  from  Boston  Common:  Ad- 
mitted. Jan.  8,  John  R.  Meroth,  815  Albany  street, 
fracture  of  leg,  both  bones;  house  surgeon,  Dr. 
Cutter;    in  hospital,  16  days  on.  A.  A. 

Jan.  11,  William  Russell,  15  Salutation  street, 
wound  of  groin  and  contusions,  Dr.  Billiard,  dis- 
charged Jan.  12. 

Jan.  11,  G.  W.  Walbridge,  15  Highland  avenue, 
rupture  ligament  left  leg,  Dr.  Bridgman,  out  pa- 
tient. 

Jan.  11,  John  Winn,  66  Nashua  street,  contusion 
left  leg,  Dr.  Cutter,  out  patient. 

Jan.    11,    William    Rogers,     7    Charter    street, 
wound  of  hip,  Dr.  Bridgman,   discharged  13  days. 
Jan.  11,  John  Delaiiey,  0    Allen    street,   scalp 
wound,  Dr.  Cutter,  discharged  7  days. 

Jan.  11,  James  H.  Holt,  9  Chickering place, frac- 
ture left  leg,  both  bones,  Dr.  Bullard,  discharged 
13  days. 

Jau.  17,  Fred  H.  Dorr,  203  Kneeland  street, frac- 
ture of  leg,  amputated,  Dr.  Cheever,  discharged 
7  days. 

Jan.  10,  Patrick  McCarron,  130  Prince  street,  a 
probable  fracture  of  zygoma,  Dr.  Bridgman,  dis- 
charged 5  days. 

Jan.  19,  John  Feeney,  01  Charter  street,  fracture 
ol  left  femur,  Dr.  Squires,  discharged  5  days. 
Alderman  Woolley  in  the  chair. 
Alderman  Tucker— These  accidents  are  a  great. 
expense  to  the  city,  and  are  a  great  grief  to  the 
relatives  ol  the  victims.  Notwithstanding  there 
is  a  good  deal  said  about  sentiment  in  regard  to 
coasting  on  the  Common,  and  giving  the  boys 
the  privilege,  I  believe  that  humanity  is  entitled 
to  some  sentiment,  and  this  thing  is  assuming 
such  a  serious  aspect  that  I  believe  it  is  ail  wrong 
for  the  city  of  Boston  to  tolerate  it  any  longer. 
There  is  a  great  thoroughfare  across  the  Common 
from  Beacon  and  Park  streets,  and  these  sleds  go 
with  such  lightning  speed  that  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible lor  a  person  to  cross  there  without  being 
run  over.  These  cases  I  mentioned  are  only  a  few 
of  those  that  occur.  Many  others  are  treated  at 
the  homes  of  the  parties.  I  know  what  we  are  to 
expect  when  the  Chairman  leaves  his  seat  and 
comes  down  on  the  floor,  for  he  is  going  to  say 
something  to  bolster  up  the  bovs  and  make  them 
think  well  of  him  hereafter.    But  1  believe  that 
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the  boys  who  have  no  sleds  should  be  protected, 
and  that,  boys  who  cross  the  Common  on  business 
should  be  protected  in  doing  so  without  being 
injured.  It  a  boy  slips  on  the  sidewalk  where  it 
is  rough  and  lractures  a  limb,  he  comes  before 
the  City  Council  and  gets  damages.  It  it  is  very 
smooth  he  does  n't  get  any.  Hut  on  the  Com- 
mon, where  the  city  can  prevent  these  accidents 
and  stop  this  coasting,  there  is  no  redress  for  him 
if  he  gets  injured.  He  is  taken  to  the  City  Hos- 
pital and  they  take  care  of  him,  and  when  he  is 
well  enough  to  go  out  they  lend  him  a  pair  of 
crutches,  but  he  has  to  return  them.  It  is  a  very 
serious  thing  indeed,  and  I  hope  the  members 
of  this  Board  willj  look  at  the  matter  from  the 
right  standpoint.  There  are  many  other  amuse- 
ments that  boys  can  have,  aid  I  do  not  think  the 
city  of  Boston  should  countenance  anything  so 
dangerous  as  this  proceeding  is.  I  have  simply 
brought  this  order  up,  and  stated  the  situation 
of  affairs  at  the  City  Hospital,  |that  the  Board 
may  know  just  how  things  are  going  on 
there.  We  have  had  fifteen  accidents  which 
have  hart  to  be  treated  within  a  few  days.  I  hope 
the  Board  will  favor  the  passage  of  that  order 
and  vote  for  it. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  hope  the  Board  will  leave 
this  matter  where  it  belongs— to  be  regulated  by 
the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares.  I  am 
surprised  at  the  Alderman  lising  and  offering  an 
order  like  that— an  Alderman  who  represents  the 
Street  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston.  I 
would  as  soon  think  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Squares  coming  here  and  offering  an 
order  that  the  streets  of  the  city  be  blocked  up 
and  roped  in,  as  that  the  Common  should  be 
taken  away  from  our  boys.  Now,  let  me  read  to 
you  some  petitions  that  have  recently  been  pre- 
sented to  this  Board  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims: 

[The  Alderman  read  the  titles  of  several  peti- 
tions recently  presented  on  account  of  defects  in 
the  streets.l 

No  less  than  six  different  petitions  have  come 
in  asking  for  damages  for  injuries  received  on 
account  of  the  insecure  condition  of  certain 
streets,  and  several  other  petitions  have  come 
from  the  Common  Council  asking  for  damages 
for  the  same  reason.  Now,  I  would  as  soon  think 
of  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares  try- 
ing to  stop  these  injuries  received  on  the  streets 
as  for  the  Committee  on  Paving,  represented  by 
the  Alderman  who  has  just  sat  down,  trying  to 
regulate  and  run  the  Department  of  Common  and 
Squares.  We  think  we  adopted  measures  to  reg- 
ulate this  matter  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common,  Saturday.  We  appointed  a 
sub-committee  of  two  gentlemen  to  attend  to  it. 
They  have  been  authorized  to  engage  policemen 
to  rope  in  the  coasting  ground  and  build  the  nec- 
essary bridges,  and  we  will  m  ike  coasting  on  the 
Common  eveu  more  secure  than  passage  on  the 
streets,  if  the  Board  of  Aldermen  will  let  this 
matter  remain  where  it  belongs.  We  have  offered 
an  order  tonight  asking  the  City  Council  to  ap- 
propriate $1500  to  build  permanent  bridges  to 
make  this  coasting  perfectly  safe.  We  intend  to 
station  policemen  there,  so  that  it  will  be  almost 
impossible  to  have  an  accident.  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
believe  mat  to  take  Boston  Common  away  from 
our  boys  during  the  coasting  season  is  something 
that  the  citizens  of  Boston  will  not  tolerate  for  a 
moment. 

Alderman  Haldeman — At  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Committee  on  Common  a  sub-committee  was 
appointed,  as  the  Alderman  has  iust  stated,  to 
have  charge  of  this  matter.  I  would  say, 
in  connection  with  the  subject,  as  I  am 
chairman  of  the  commttee,  we  have  seen  the 
Police  Commissioners,  and  details  of  men  have 
been  made  to  regulate  this  coasting  in  such  a 
way  as  common  sense  will  dictate.  I  have  just 
sent  for  a  copy  of  the  memorial  volume  of  the 
250th  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Boston, 
and  find  an  illustration  here  of  the  boys  of  Bos- 
ton appealing  to  General  Gagefor  the  same  priv- 
ileges that  the  boys  of  Boston  petitioned  for  last 
Saturday  hefoie  the  Committee  on  Common.  If 
the  incident  of  the  Boston  boys  asking  for  per- 
mission from  General  Gage  to  coast  upon  the 
Common  is  of  sufficient  historical  interest  to  be 
published  in  a  volume  like  this,  I  think  it  is 
wrong  fur  us  to  go  backward  and  at  this  late  day 
take  away  that  privilege.  This  question  of  coast- 
ing on  i  he  Common  appears  to  come  up  year  after 
year.  Every  person  you  meet  has  a  different 
opinion,  and  the  committee  have  thought  best  to 
take  the  bull  by  the  horns  at  once  and  settle  the 


question.  Temporary  bridges  have  been  erected 
across  the  coast  at  vaiious  points;  but  they  are 
cheap  and  rough  and  are  an  eye-sore  to  the  artis- 
tic eyes  which  the  people  of  Boston  are  supposed 
to  possess.  Another  bridge  is  needed  at  the 
West-street  gate  immediately.  These  briages 
should  be  of  a  permanent  character,  so  that  they 
could  be  taken  up  in  the  Spring  and  used  the  next 
reason.  The  City  Architect  has  prepared  plans' 
for  a  double  bridge,  which  will  cost  about  $450. 
There  are  not  sufficient  funds  in  the  appropria- 
tion to  build  these  bridges,  and  it  was  thought 
best  to  ask  for  am  appropriation  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred, dollars  for  the  tour  bridges  which  could 
be  prepared  by  nest  season.  These  bridges 
will  be  handsome  in  appearance,  and  though 
cheaply  constructed,  they  will  be  durable  and  per- 
manent. They  will  be  So  arranged  that  they  can 
be  conveniently  taken  down  in  the  spring  and 
erected  again  at  the  proper  season  when  they  are 
required.  I  have  no  doubt  a  great  many  "acci- 
dents have  happened  on  the  coasting  ground,  and 
that  many  more  will  happen  there.  It  is  one  of 
those  things  which  cannot  be  avoided.  But  it  is 
cheaper  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  protect  penple 
by  the  erection  of  proper  safeguards  than  to  treat 
them  at  the  hospital.  The  public  who-  press 
upon  this  coasting  ground  should  be  required  to 
stand  back  and  give  the  boys  a  chance.  Coasting 
lasts  but  a  short  period,  and  I  think  we  should 
legislate  for  the  greatest  good  to  the  largest  num- 
ber. A  delegation  of  boys  met  the  committee 
last  Saturday  and  protested  against  the  coasting 
being  done  away  with  on  the  Common.  They 
stated  that  the  accidents  were  caused  in  most 
cases  by  the  small  boys  who  did  not  know  how  to 
manage  their  sleds.  The  double-runners  are  in 
charge  of  young  men  who  understand  how  to 
mauage  them,  and  an  accident  from  them  is  rare. 
The  small  boys  see  a  double-runner  coming  and 
get  frightened,  or  they  lose  control  of  their  sleds 
and  run  into  the  trees  before  they  are  aware  of 
it.  We  think  such  regulations  can  be  adopted  as 
to  the  running  of  the  small  sleds  and  double-run- 
ners that  they  will  start  only  when  the  coast  is 
clear,  and  by  the  proper  location  of  bridges  for 
those  who  are  compelled  to  pass  that  way,  that 
the  public  can  be  cared  for.  The  fact  that  thou- 
sands of  people  assemble  on  the  Common  to  wit- 
ness the  coasting  shows  the  attractive  feature  it 
has  become,  and  I  think  it  is  proper  that  we 
should  care  for  and  protect  the  citizens  of  Boston 
in  their  pleasures  and  amusements.  I,  for  one, 
certainly  do  not  want  to  go  before  the  public  as  in 
favor  of  destroying  their  opportunity  to  enjoy 
this  particular  sport.  I  hope  the  Board  will  pass 
the  order  which  has  been  offered,  to  appropriate 
$1500  for  the  erection  of  the  bifdges. 

Alderman  Whitten  —  The  Alderman  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat  says  he  believes  in  the  great- 
est good  for  the  greatest  number.  I  would  like 
to  ask  what  percentage  of  these  boys  own  double- 
runners,  instead  of  single  sleds? 

Alderman  Haldeman— The  same  question  was 
put  by  the  committee  the  other  day,  and  it  was 
shown  that  a  majority  of  those  who  ride  do  so  on 
the  double-runners.  The  greatest  number  of 
persons  who  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  coasting  there 
appear  to  do  so  on  the  double-runners. 

Alderman  Tucker — The  Alderman  on  my  right 
refers  back  to  the  days  of  General  Gage,  when 
Boston  Common  was  a  cow  pasture.  I  wonder 
what  the  Alderman  would  think  if  people  should 
come  up  now  and  ask  the  privilege  of  pasturing 
their  cows  on  Boston  Common.  That  was  all  very 
well  for  that  time.  But  Boston  has  changed;  the 
Common  is  the  centre  of  population,  it  is  a 
great  thoroughfare  for  travel,  and  these  accidents 
are  occurring  there  every  day.  Now  an  order  has 
been  brought  in  here  to  expend  $1500  for  bridges, 
and  it  comes  from  gentlemen  who  are  the  great- 
est economists  in  this  Board.  They  propose  to 
spend  $1500  to  erect  bridges  over  this  coasting 
place,  and  to  rope  it  in.  If  they  should  rope  in 
the  streets,  the  boys  could  coast  down  some  of 
them.  But  coasting  in  the  streets  is  prohibited; 
it  is  incurring  too  great  danger.  I  have  no  per- 
sonal interest  in  this.  I  have  no  hoys  to  go  on 
the  Common,  but  I  feel  a  sympathy  for'those  boys 
who  have  to  go  across  the  Common  on  business, 
and  I  think  they  should  be  protected.  When  the 
boys  coasted  on  Boston  Common  in  Revolutionary 
times,  there  was  no  passing  there,  and  coasting 
was  not  dangerous.  The  Common  is  now  in  the 
centre  of  a  great  city,  and  thousands  of  people 
cross  it  every  day.  I  think  it  will  be  doing  a  great 
wrong  to  allow  tins  danger  to  continue.  They  can 
coast  from  Monument  Hill,  if  they  wish  to.  There 
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will  be  no  danger  there  to  those  who  have  to  cross 
the  Common.  But  1  think  it  will  be  wrong  to 
spend  fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  bridges,  in  the 
present  indebtedness  01  the  city.  The  Alderman 
on  my  left  niacie  allusions  to  the  travel  in  the 
streets.  People  travel  in  the  streets,  and  after  a 
storm  more  cr  le^s  ice  and  snow  accumulate,  so 
that  it  is  impossible  to  get  them  oil'  immediately. 
More  or  less  accidents  will  occur,  but  let  us  try  to 
avoid  accidents  where  we  can  do  so.  1  hope  the 
order  I  have  offered  will  be  adopted. 

Alderman  O'Brien— In  relation  to  the  order 
offered  by  the  Alderman— the  very  tact  that  such 
an  order  is  offered  shows  that  it  has  not  been 
well  considered.  He  wants  to  limit  the  coasting 
to  Monument  Hill.  Any  one  who  knows  the  for- 
mation of  Monument  Hill,  with  its  steep  grade, 
knows  it  would  be  impossible  for  a  hoy  to  coast 
there  unless  he  went  through  the  iron  fence  on 
the  Charles-street  mall.  There  would  be  more 
accidents  where  the  Alderman  wants  to  put  our 
boys  than  where  they  are  coasting  now. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  too 
much  time,  hut  it  should  be  understood  that 
these  accidents  do  not  happen  to  hoys  coasting, 
but  to  people  crossing  that  thoroughfare.  A 
great  many  Is  dies  cross  there  who  wouldn't  go 
ovfr  the  bridges.  They  have  a  right  to  cross  the 
Common,  and  I  do  not  "think  the  committee  have 
a  right  to  stop  them. 

Alderman  Breck— I  regret  the  many  accidents 
which  have  taken  place  as  much  as  does  the  Al- 
derman on  my  right;  and  I  have  the  deepest  sym- 
pathy for  those  who  have  suffered.  But  at  the 
same  time  I  believe  we  should  not  deprive  our 
boys  of  any  of  the  privileges  that  we  had  when  we 
were  boys,  or  that  the  boys  beloreushad.  I  be- 
lieve the  boys  of  Boston  should  be  allowed  to  have 
their  coast  on  the  Common;  and  it  is  for  the  very 
purpose  of  preventing  accidents  to  people 
obliged  to  pass  over  the  Common  that  the  com- 
mittee ask  the  Board  to  pass  an  order  transferring 
$1500  from  the  Reserved  Fund  for  the  purpose  of 
building  the  bridges.  If  we  have  the  bridges 
we  can  prevent  these  accidents  entirely.  From 
the  statements  of  the  boys  before  us  last  Satur- 
day, we  were  all  convinced  that  the  accidents 
were  not  caused  by  the  double-runners, but  by  the 
small  boys  who  could  not  manage  their  sleds,  and 
by  the  spectators  who  crowded  up  to  see  the  coast- 
ing. The  spectators  would  even  get  in  the 
mid  He  of  the  track,  and  could  hardly 
be  prevented  from  standing  there.  Some- 
times a  small  boy  seeing  a  double  -  runner 
coming  down,  would  turn  out,  and  not  being  able 
to  manage  his  sled  an  accident  would  occur. 
Xow.  if  the  space  for  the  coasters  is  roped  in  and 
policemen  are  stationed  there  to  enforce  the  reg- 
ulations, accidents  will  be  prevented.  There  are 
one  or  two  bridges  there,  but  they  are  not  suffi- 
cient. These  are  proposed  to  be  permanent  struc- 
tures. They  will  be  light  and  strong,  and  an  or- 
nament to  the  city  at  all  times.  By  means  of 
these  structures  people  can  pass  over  the  Com- 
mon in  safety,  and  the  ropes  and  policemen  will 
keep  the  spectators  from  being  injured.  I  see  no 
reason  why  we  should  not  pass  the  order  for  t  e 
bridges.  I  think  they  are  a  necessity  and  will 
prevent  accidents,  and  that  after  they  are  erect- 
ed we  shall  have  no  more  trouble  from  accidents. 
I  do  not  believe  in  preventing  the  boys  from 
coasting.  Small  boys  as  well  as  large  ones  were 
very  anxious  not  to  have  an  order  passed  to  pre- 
vent them  from  coasting.  As  to  coasttug  on 
Monument  Hill,  that  woula  be  almost  impossible. 
It  is  not  a  fit  place  for  coasting. 

Alderman  Whitteu— If  this  is  the  only  decent 
place  to  coast,  I  do  not  see  bow  you  can  arrange 
for  both  classes  to  be  there  together.  They  both 
cannot  go  along  together,  ana  you  must  take  off 
one  or  the  other.  Now,  I  believe  that  one  hun- 
dred boys  own  small  sleds  to  one  owning  a  double- 
runner.  It  seems  to  be  a  great  hobby  to  say  that 
if  a  man  does  n't  favor  the  double-runners,  he  is 
not  a  friend  ol  the  boys.  Now,  I  am  just  as  much 
a  friend  of  the  boys  as  any  one  here;  but  I  do  not 
believe  in  allowing  them  to  go  down  there  and 
have  their  legs  cut  off,  and  have  all  such  things 
occur  as  are  reported  from  the  City  Hospital. 
What  these  Aldermen  did  when  they  were  boys  is 
a  different  thing  from  what  should  be  allowed 
today.  What  General  Gage  allowed  when  he  was 
in  Boston— although  I  do  not  believe  be  ever  did, 
and  it  is  a  matter  of  some  doubt;  but  even  if  he 
did,  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  now. 
Cities  have  sprung  up  even  where  we  coasted 
when  we  were  boys,  and  the  places  are  now  cov- 
ered with  blocks  of  buildings  and  opera  houses. 


According  to  the  theory  of  the  Alderman,  we 
would  have  a  right  to  coast  there  now.  I  believe 
that  the  boys  should  have  a  right  to  coast  on  the 
Common,  but  not  with  double-runners.  I  believe 
it  is  a  very  small  percentage  of  the  boys  who  own 
double-runners.  I  should  like  to  know  if  there 
was  any  truth  in  the  statement  that  those  double- 
runners  were  let  to  passengers.  It  has  hem  stat- 
ed that  a  certain  amount  was  charged  for  a  ride 
dow  n  hill,  and  1  would  ask  if  that  matter  has  been 
looked  into  at  all. 

Alderman  Breck — I  think  the  Alderman  on  my 
right,  from  the  Dorchester  District,  is  very  much 
mistaken  when  he  thinks  certain  of  the  Aldermen 
are  doing  this  for  political  capital. 

Alderman  Wnitten— I  did  not  say  so. 

Alderman  Breck — We  are  doing  nothing  of  the 
kind.  It  is  not  only  for  the  benefit  of  the  boys, 
but  for  i  he  benefit  of  the  public,  and  to  prevent 
accidents.  If  he  had  been  up  there  and  seen 
those  hoys  coming  down  I  think  he  would  have 
wished  he  was  a  boy  again.  It  is  n't  because  we 
care  anything  about  it,  but  because  we  want  to 
see  the  boys  enjoy  their  coast.  Now,  what  the 
sub-committee  piopos^  in  regard  to  double- 
runners  is  this;  The  single  sleds  will  have  the 
privilege  of  coasting  there  all  day  until  six 
o'clock,  and  after  six  o'clock  the  double-runners 
will  take  their  turn  and  have  all  the  evening.  We 
can  regulate  it  in  this  way  and  there  will  be  no 
trouble.  From  the  statements  made  before  the 
committee  Saturday,  it  appears  that  three- 
quarters  of  the  boys  use  double-runners.  The 
Alderman  himself  has  a  boy,  and  when  he  heard 
of  a  double-runner  for  sale  he  was  very  anxious 
to  buy  it,  and  did  so,  and  found  there  was  only 
one  sled  with  it.  Now  he  has  a  double-runner  for 
his  boy,  as  well  as  others,  and  has  as  much  room 
out  in  Dorchester  as  he  wants.  I  believe  in  let- 
ting them  have  all  the  double-runners  they  want. 

Alderman  Slade— The  remarks  on  this  sliding 
on  the  Common  have  taken  a  wide  range.  I  do 
not  want  to  deprive  any  one  of  his  rights,  but  I 
do  not  understand  this  order;  ana  it  seems  to  me 
it  is  a  proper  order  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Common.  It  seems  to  me,  from  the  reports  in  the 
papers,  that  the  committee  are  doing  what  they 
should  do  to  protect  the  limbs  and  lives  of  the 
boys  and  the  public.  lam  willing  to  leave  this 
matter  to  the  committee.  It  I  were  a  boy  I  would 
rather  break  my  leg  once  in  a  while  than  not  slide 
down  hill.  1  move  that  it  he  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Squares. 

Alderman  Breck— In  regard  to  calling  for  $1500, 
the  Committee  on  Common  have  no  appropria- 
tion for  building  these  bridges  for  the  protection 
of  the  people  who  pass  over  the  paths  where 
coasting  is  allowed,  and  for  that  reason  the  order 
for  a  transfer  was  put  in.  Next  year  an  order  of 
that  kind  will  not  have  to  be  put  in.  Those  bridges 
will  last  for  years. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  would  like  to  have  my 
question  answered. 

Alderman  Haldeman  —  The  committee  ques- 
tioned the  representatives  of  the  double-runners 
very  closely  ana  they  were  unanimous  in  denying 
that  there  was  any  charge  made  for  a  ride  on 
them.  It  was  acknowledged  that  in  one  instance 
a  gentleman  did  give  ten  cents  to  the  boys  for  a 
ride  on  the  double-runner.  They  stated  that  in- 
stead of  receiving  passengers  at  a  price  they  were 
compelled  to  seek  them  at  no  price  at  all  in  o*  der 
to  get  on  enough  passengeis  to  make  the  sleds 
run  easily.  Gentlemen  seem  to  think  it  is  our  de- 
sire to  mutilate  the  passers-by  for  the  gratifica- 
tion of  the  coasters.  The  appropriation  we  ask 
for  is  to  protect  not  only  the  boys,  but  tne  public 
as  well.  One  bridge  can  be  erected  there 
for  a  couple  of  hundred  dollars,  and  the 
permanent  bridges  to  be  erected  by  next 
season  will  last  many  years.  We  believe  that  if 
the  public  will  await  the  development  of  the  plans 
now  under  way,  they  will  be  entirely  satisfied ;  for 
we  shall  deal  with  this  matter  in  a  common-sense 
way,  and  endeavor  to  protect  all  parties.  I  think 
it  is  well  enough  to  let  the  double-runners  remain 
there.  There  is  but  one  track  in  the  Common  that 
is  available  for  them.  It  is  the  only  one  that  is  of 
sufficient  steepness  at  the  start  to  give  tbe  sleds  a 
proper  impetus,  and  sufficiently  Hat  at  the  finish 
to  enable  them  to  ease  off  well.  The  boys  owning 
the  double-runners  claim  to  have  kept  the  coast 
in  order  at  their  own  expense,  that  they  have  car- 
ried water  there  from  the  Frog  Pond  and  kept  it 
in  repair,  and  the  small  boys  have  had  the  free 
use  of  it.  The  little  fellows  might  take  a 
run  on  Monument  Hill,  but  as  the  large 
boys     would     not     be     there     to     keep     that 
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qoast  in  repair,  they  would  not  have  much  enjoy- 
ment from  coasting  there.  If  we  diive  the  dou- 
ble runners  from  the  Common  the  small  boys  will 
have  no  chance  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  coasting 
there  to  any  extent.  Another  question  :  I  have 
been  ridiculed  because  of  bringing  up  this  matter 
as  an  historical  question,  and  alluding  to  its  be- 
ing passed  down  to  future  ages;  and  it  has  been 
stated  that  the  Common  was  a  cow-pasture  then. 
I  admit  that  it  was.  But  there  is  the  hill  there  now, 
and  it  is  the  only  hill  where  the  boys  can  have  the 
privilege  of  coasting,  and  I  think  the  public  might 
undergo  this  little  inconvenience  to  allow  them 
the  privilege  of  enjoying  the  opportunity  it  affords 
for  this  sport. 

Alderman  Whitten  —  The  Alderman  from 
Brighton  went  out  of  his  way  to  state  that  I  got  a 
double-runner,  and  I  will  explain  how  I  came  to 
buy  it.  The  Alderman  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat  told  me  his  boy  had  a  double-runner,  and  it 
was  so  dangerous  that  he  had  it  put  in  the  cellar 
at  his  office.  He  told  me  I  could  have  it,  and  I 
sent  for  it,  but  I  found  that  it  was  only  one  sled. 
Sly  boy  cannot  use  it,  but  I  am  going  to  keep  it 
until  he  is  old  enough  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Curtis — This  discussion  has  taken  a 
wide  range.  We  have  one  order  before  us  anu 
another  on  the  table,  and  so  far  as  lam  concerned 
I  hope  neither  will  pass.  I  think  we  should  by  no 
means  pass  the  one  introduced  by  the  Committee 
on  Common.  Now,  it  is  not  the  coasters  who  are 
getting  hurt.  It  is  the  people  who  are  standing 
by  that  get  hurt.  The  gentleman  tells  us  they 
want  to  put  up  some  bridges.  Does  he  want  to 
put  up  more  obstructions  there  for  the  boys  to 
slide  against  and  injure  themselves?  If  people 
don't,  get  on  the  sleds  to  be  hurt  they  stand  on 
the  side;  and  now  the  gentlemen  want  to  build 
three  or  four  bridges  and  make  more  obstacles 
for  those  boys  with  sleds  to  strike  against,  and 
make  it  more  dangerous.. 

Alderman  Breck— I  would  suggest  that  we  have 
the  plans,  and  the  Alderman  can  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  them,  if  we  send  the  messenger 
for  them. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  do  not  desire  to  see  any 
plans.  You  cannot  build  any  bridge  over  the 
track  unless  you  have  an  abutment,  and  the  more 
abutments  you  have  the  more  dangerous  it  will 
be.  There  is  a  bridge  over  there  now,  and  you 
cannot  compel  people  to  go  over  that  bridge. 
People  will  stand  there  and  see  the  sliders.  If 
you  take  your  ropes  and  line  off  that  track,  and 
let  people  come  up  as  far  as  the  ropes  and  no 
farther,  in  my  opinion  you  will  avoid  all  acci- 
dents. You  don't  hear  of  people  Deingstiuck 
when  the  sleds  are  coming  down  the  regular 
track;  but  it  is  when  the  sleds  leave  the  track. 
That  is  when  the  clanger  is.  Therefore,  this  order 
calling  for  $1500  is  perfectly  useless,  and  I  am 
sure  we  should  not  appropriate  money  for  that 
which  is  useless. 

Alderman  Slade  moved  that  the  order  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  tried  very  hard  to  get 
something  similar  passed  last  Monday  night,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares.  I  believe  that  since  tben  there  have 
been  four  or  five  accidents  there.  I  would  rather 
see  the  order  disposed  of  now.  I  know  what  its 
fate  will  be  if  it  goes  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Squares,  and  I  would  rather  see  it 
killed  here  now. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares— 7  for,  3  against. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Breck  the  order  appro- 
priating $1500  to  build  bridges  on  the  Common 
was  takeu  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  hope  this  order  will  not  be 
passed.  I  think  it  will  be  spending  money  fool- 
ishly and  very  unwisely.  It  astonishes  me  to  see 
gentlemen  who  preach  economy  come  here  and 
advocate  any  such  appropriation  as  this.  I  hope 
the  order  will  not  pass. 

Alderman  O'Brien— 1  am  surprised  at  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman,  one  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  City  Hospital,  when  he  knows  the  old  maxim 
that  an  ounce  of  prevention  is  worth  a  pound  of 
■cure.  He  has  just  told  us  that  the  city  of  Boston 
has  been  at  a  large  expense  in  fixing  broken 
limbs,  and  when  we  want  to  spend  $1500  to  pre- 
vent the  breaking  of  these  limbs  he  opposes  it. 
There  is  no  consistency  in  the  gentleman's  course. 
I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Alderman  Flynu— While  I  voted  for  the  refer- 
ence of  the  other  order  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Squares.  I  think  the  proper  disposition 
of  this  order  at  the  present  time  would  be  to  re- 


fer it  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  It  is  an  order 
for  a  transfer  from  the  Reserved  Fund,  and  all 
such  orders  are  referred  to  that  committee  before 
they  are  passed.  I  move  its  reference  to  the 
Finance  Committee. 

Alderman  Breck — The  necessity  is  that  this 
should  be  acted  upon  immediately.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter which  ought  not  to  be  delayed.  The  sooner 
we  have  these  bridges  the  better  it  will  be  for  the 
people  who  have  to  pass  over  those  pathways 
where  the  boys  are  vising  their  sleds.  I  think  we 
can  pass  the  order  witnout  referring  it  to  the 
Finauce  Committee. 

Alderman  Viles — I  hope  it  will  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance.  A  great  deal  has 
been  said  about  the  boys  going  to  General  Gage, 
and  it  seems  they  had  regulations  about  coasting 
on  the  Common  then.  If  this  goes  to  the  Finance 
Committee  perhaps  they  can  tell  us  what  those 
regulations  were. 

Alderman  Slade — Is  it  necessary  for  us  to  send 
it  to  that  committee?  If  we  are  going  to  build 
this  bridge  it  should  be  done  right  away.  From 
the  appearance  of  the  weather  we  may  have 
coasting  there  for  some  time,  and  if  we  are  goiug 
to  have  the  bridges  at  all,  we  should  have  them 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Alderman  Flynu  called  attention  to  the  rule 
requiring  all  such  matters  to  be  referred  to  the 
Finance  Committee  before  a  transfer  is  made. 

Alderman  Breck — I  move  that  the  rule  be  sus- 
pended, so  that  we  can  act  upon  this  matter  to- 
night. I  think  the  result  will  be  the  same  if  it  is 
referred  to  that  committee.  The  longer  we  put 
this  off  the  worse  it  will  be  for  the  people  who 
are  going  there  to  see  the  coasting. 

Alderman  Flynn— While  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
boys  having  all  the  privileges  they  are  entitled 
to,  I  still  believe  it  is  well  enough,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances— two  or  three  bridges  having  heeu 
built  there  already — to  allow  this  matter  to  go  to 
that  committee,  if  an  appropriation  is  needed 
for  a  new  bridge,  the  Committee  on  Common  can 
come  in  and  "ask  for  it.  There  is  no  immediate 
necessity  for  such  ornamental  bridges  as  it  is  said 
they  propose  to  build.  If  it  is  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  they  can  wait  until  the 
appropriation  is  being  made  for  the  Common  and 
squares,  and  put  it  into  the  tax  levy.  I  really, 
cannot  see  the  necessity  at  this  time  for  spending 
$1500  in  building  these  bridges.  Two  bridges 
have  been  built  there  already,  and  there  is  really 
no  necessity  lor  any  more. 

Alderinau  Breck— There  is  no  necessity  for 
building  ail  four  ot  the  bridges,  but  there  is  need 
of  one  at  the  West-street  entrance.  It  is  the  most 
dangerous  place  on  the  Commou,  and  we  h  ive  no 
bridge  suitable  for  it.  That  is  all  we  wish  to 
build  this  year,  and  it  will  take  about  $t500.  We 
shall  not  beobliged  to  use  all  of  the  $1500  this 
season,  and  we  can  perfect  our  plans  for  the 
others. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finauce— S  for,  3  against. 

WATF.H     EATES     FOB      MANUFACTURING     AND      ME- 
CHANICAL    FSTAULISH.MEXTS. 

Alderman  O'Brien  offered  the  following: 

Ordered— That  the  Boston  Water  Board  be  re- 
quested to  consider  and  report  upon  the  expedi- 
ency of  reducing  the  price  of  water  used  for  man- 
ufacturing and  mechanical  purposes,  and  fixing 
the  same  at  the  rate  charged  in  other  cities  tor 
such  purposes. 

Alderinau  O'Brien— This  is  a  matter  in  which  I 
have  taken  a  great  deal  of  interest.  In  1S77  the 
cost  of  water  for  manufacturing  purposes  in  Bos- 
ton was  thirty  cents  per  1000  gallons.  In  1S7S  it 
was  reduced  to  twenty-five  cents  per  1000  gallons. 
In  1879  it  was  reduced  from  twenty-five  cents  to 
twenty  cents  per  1000  gallons,  and  today  it  stands 
at  twenty  C6nts  per  1000  gallons.  My  attention 
was  called  to  this  matter  by  the  message  of  the 
Mayor  of  Baltimore,  which  came  to  me  in  an  ex 
change  a  few  days  ago.    He  says — 

"Next  to  the  exemption  from  taxation  of  the 
plant  or  machinery  is  required  a  very  low  rate 
tor  water  used  tor  manufacturing  purposes. 
While  it  is  desirable  that  the  revenues  from  the 
Water  Board  should  meet  the  expenses  of  that 
department,  and  pay  the  interest  on  the  bonds 
issued  for  the  construction  of  the  work,  it  is  just 
as  desirable  that  no  obstacle  should  be  placed  in 
the  way  ot  the  establishment  of  manufactures  in 
Baltimore  by  reason  of  the  high  price  of  water. 
It  is  well  known  that  many  manufactur- 
ing establishments  here  have  found  it  more 
economical    to    incur     tlis     expense    of     arte- 
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slan  wells  in  preference  to  using  the  eity 
water.  With  householders  many  purposes 
tor  which  water  is  used  are  luxuries;  with  man- 
ufactures an  ample  supply  is  a  necessity.  Why 
not  sell  it  at  a  very  low  rate  for  manufacturing 
purposes,  when  so  much  good  win  come  from  it? 
Better  almost  give  it  away  than  let  It  run  to 
waste  over  the  dam. 

"The  water  rates  for  manufacturing  purposes 
for  some  years  past  have  been  as  follows:  In  1869, 
the  rate  whs  20  cents  per  1000  gallons.  From 
Jan.  1.  1870,  to  July  1,  1880,  the  rate  was  15  cents 
per  1000  gallons.  From  July  1,  1880  to  Jan.  1,  1881, 
the  rate  was  12 cents  per  1000  gallons.  After  , Ian.  1, 
1881,the  rateisS  cents  periooo gallons.  From  these 
rates  is  deducted  10  per  cent,  for  prompt  pay- 
ment. 

"The  revenues  received  from  meters,  which  are 
pi  incipally  used  for  manufacturing  or  mechanical 
purposes,  were  as  follows: 

l«7i; #57,181.55 

1.S77 80,942.49 

1878 00,412.(18 

1879 64,230.86 

1880 72 .483,52 

"It  will  thus  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a  grad- 
ual increase  in  the  revenue  derived  from  water 
used  for  these  purposes.  Now,  while  it  is  a  large 
reduction  from  12  cents  per  1000  gallons  to  8  cents, 
I  think  it  for  the  interest  of  the  city,  in  its  effoits 
to  encourage  manufactures,  to  even  make  a  still 
further  reduction  to  5  or  6  cents  per  1000  gallons. 

Mr.  Chairman— The  rate  in  Huston  today  is 
twenty  cents  per  1000  gallons,  while  in  Baltimore 
it  is  but  eight  cents  per  1000  gallons,  and  the 
mayor  of  that  city  advises  a  reduction  to  live  or 
six  cents  per  1000  gallons.  I  believe  the  mayor  of 
Baltimore  is  right;  that  we  ought  to  encourage 
manufactures,  and  that,  our  water  rates  to  them 
ought  to  be  revised.  Some  manufacturers  in  this 
city  pay  from  $10,000  to  $15,000  a  year  for  water, 
and  by  reason  of  having  to  pay  such  large  sums 
for  water  they  are  not  on  an  equality  with  the 
manufacturers  of  other  large  cities.  1  think 
there  is  an  obligation  upon  the  city  of  Boston  to 
place  our  manufacturers  on  an  equality  with 
those  ol  other  cities.  I  hope  the  order  will  pass, 
and  that  the  Water  Board  will  give  it  favorable 
consideration. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

DEPARTMENT   REPORTS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  order  in  rela- 
tion to  printing  the  department  reports  was 
taken  from  the  table  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Joint  Rules  and  orders  in  concurrence. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

CITY  CLERK  TO  SIGS  OFFICIAL   RETURNS,  ETC. 

Alderman  Curtis  offered  an  order — That  Sam- 
uel F.  McCleary,  City  Clerk,  be  and  he  hereby  is 
authorized  to  sign  and  execute,  for  and  in  the 
name  of  the  CityCouncil,  all  answers  and  returns 
made,  or  required  to  be  made,  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil, to  any  petition  for  certiorari,  writ,  or  other 
proceeding  fn  court.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

SURVEYOR'S  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Haldeman  offered  an  order— That  the 
City  Surveyor  be  authorized,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Surveyor's 
Department,  to  mane  such  purchases  of  supplies, 
instruments,  drawing  materials,  and  to  incur 
such  other  expenses,  as  may  be  necessary  for  that 
department  during  the  present  municipal  vear. 
Fassed.    Sent  down. 

CITY   ENGINEER'S  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order — That  the 
City  Engineer  be  authorized,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  En- 
gineer's Department,  to  make  such  purchases  of 
supplies,  instruments  and  drawing  materials,  and 
to  incur  such  other  expenses,  as  may  be  necessary 
for  that  department  during  the  preseut  municipal 
year.    Fassed.    Sent  down. 

THE   RECOUNT  OF  VOTES  AT  THE  LATE  MUNICIPAL 
ELECTION. 

Alderman  Whitten  piesented  the  following: 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the 

City  of  Boston— 

The  undersigned  respectfully  represent  that 
the  reputation  of  the  city  for  purity  in  its  elec- 
tions is  at  stake.  No  doubt  can  be  entertained 
that  absolute  impartiality,  strict  integrity,  and 
entire  accuracy  in  ascertaining  the  result  of  a» 
election  are  of  vastly  greater  importance  than 
the  success  of  any  party  or  of  any  candidate. 


The  undersigned  present  to  you,  in  this  peti- 
tion, a,  statement  of  facis  in  regard  to  the  recent 
recount  ot  the  votes  cast  for  Aldermen  at  the 
late  municipal  election.  Of  the  accuracy  of  this 
statement  they  have  reliable  information,  and 
they  pray  you  to  investigate  the  same,  and,  if  the 
facts  here  Stated  are  verified  by  such  investiga- 
tion, they  pray  you  to  cause  another  count  of 
said  votes  to  be  made,  with  such  checks,  pre- 
cautions and  safeguards  that  no  shadow  of  d»ubt 
or  suspicion  of  inaccuracy  may  rest  upon  the  re- 
sult. 

The  proper  steps  for  the  preservation  of  said 
ballots  have  been  taken,  as  provided  by  law. 

From  the  returns  of  the  precinct  officers  it  ap- 
pears that  there  were  six  candidates  for  the  office 
ot  Alderman,  the  number  of  whose  votes,  as  re- 
turned, were  so  nearly  alike  that  comparatively 
slight  alteiations  on  a  recount  would  be  sufficient 
to  convert  either  one  from  a  successful  to  a  de- 
feated candidate,  or  vice  versa. 

These  six  candidates  were  as  follows  : 

William  Woolley,  who  stood  tenth  with  21,617 
votes,  and  was  returned  as  elected. 

Cyrus  S.  Haldeman,  who  stood  eleventh  with 
20,901  votes,  and  was  returned  as  rlected. 

William  Frost,  who  stood  twelfth  with  20,801 
votes,  and  was  returned  as  elected. 

James  J.  Flynn,  who  stood  thirteenth  with  20,- 
785  votes,  and  was  returned  as  defeated. 

John  Thompson,  who  stood  fourteenth  with  20,- 
7^0  votes,  and  was  returned  as  defeated. 

George  S.  Dexter,  who' stood  fifteenth  with  20,- 
7.;i  votes,  and  was  returned  as  defeated. 

Two  of  these  candidates,  who  were  in  such  dan- 
gerous proximity  to  the  line  which  separated  vic- 
tory from  defeat,  were  members  of  the  last  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  served  upon  the  committee  of 
se7en  who  recounted  the  votes  and  determined 
the  result  of  the  election. 

One  ot  these  two,  Mr.  Woolley,  was  returned  by 
the  precinct  officers  as  elected  to  the  new  board; 
the  other,  Mr.  Flynn,  was  defeated  by  the  same 
returns,  lacking  17  votes  of  a  plurality  over  his 
nearest  competitor,  Mr.  Frost. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  both  Mr.  Woolley  and 
Mr.  Flynn  were  conspicuously  disqualified  for  the 
delicate  duty  of  canvassing  the  40,000  votes  which 
were  nearly  equally  divided  between  themselves 
and  their  immediate  competitors. 

It  is  understood  that  each  Alderman  of  the 
committee  selected  a  clerk  to  assist  in  the  count- 
ing—an  Alderman  counting,  and  a  clerk  record- 
ing liis  count;  but  that  no  clsik  acted  as  recorder 
for  the  Alderman  who  appointed  him.  It  is  to  be 
observed  that  by  this  method  of  counting  there 
are  two  liabilities  to  error;  either  the  Alderman 
may  read  the  ballot  incorrectly,  or  the  clerk  may 
make  an  error  in  writing  down  the  votes  as  read 
by  the  Alderman  with  whom  he  acts. 

Your  attention  is  invited  to  a  careful  examina- 
tion of  the  results  of  the  counts  made  by  the  two 
candidates  above  referred  to,  and  of  the  counts 
in  which  the  clerks  selected  by  them  assisted,  as 
compared  with  the  counts  in  which  neither  of 
those  four  gentlemen  had  any  participation. 

Of  the  wnole  number  of  precincts  (107),  Messrs. 
Flynn  and  Woolley  each  counted  20,  and  the 
clerks  appointed  bv  them  respectively,  Messrs. 
John  Leabey  and  Jeremiah  W.  Fogarty,  assisted 
in  counting  32  others,  making,  in  all.  72  precincts, 
out  ot  the  whole  number  of  107,  in  the  count  or 
which  those  four  gentleman  took  a  part. 

Your  attention  is  first  invited  to  the  recount  of 
the  voces  for  Mr.  Frost,  whom  the  return  of  the 
precinct  officers  had  elected  by  a  plurality  of  16 
votes  over  his  nearest  competitor,  Mr.  Flynn,  but 
who  in  the  recount  suffered  a  loss  of  343,  and 
whose  relative  position  as  a  candidate  was 
changed  thereby  from  twelfth  to  sixteenth,  and 
from  success  to  defeat. 

In  the  20  precincts  counted  by  Mr.  Woolley,  Mr. 
Frost  gained  9  votes  and  lost  189,  showing  a  net 
loss  of  180  votes. 

In  the  20  precincts  counted  by  Mr.  Flynn,  Mr. 
Frost  gained  23  votes  and  lost  98,  showing  a  net 
loss  ot  75  votes. 

In  the  18  precincts  in  which  Mr.  Leahey,  the  ap- 
pointee of  Mr.  Flyn.n  assisted,  the  loss  of  Mr. 
Frost  was  47,  and  his  gain  16,  or  a  net  loss  of  31 
votes. 

In  the  14  precincts  in  which  Mr.  Fogarty,  the 
appointee  of  Mr.Woolley,  assisted,  the  loss  of  Mr. 
Frost  was  67,  and  his  gain  9,  or  a  net  loss  of  58 
votes. 

These  72  precincts  exhibit  a  total  net  loss  for 
Mr.  Frost  of  344  votes. 

In  the  35  precincts  in  which  neither  Mr.  Wool- 
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ley,  Mr.  Flynn,  Mr.  Leahey  nor  Mr.  Fogarty  took 
any  part,  though  numerous  slight  errors  appeal) 
the  gains  and  losses  almost  exactly  balance  each 
other,  the  gains  amounting  to  49,  aud  the  losses 
to  48,  or  a  net  gain  ot  one  vote. 

'Io  sum  up  the  result  ot  the  recount  ot  Mr. 
Frost's  vote,  Messrs.  Woolley,  Flynn, Leahey  and 
Fogarty  took  part  in  the  count  of  72  precincts, 
and  found  thereiu  a  net  loss  of  344  for  Mr.  Frost; 
while  in  35  precincts  counted  by  the  others,  all 
the  gains  and  losses  result  in  a  net  gain  of  one 
vote,  thus  making  Mr.  Frost's  final  net  loss  on 
the  recount  343  votes. 

We  next  ask  your  attention  to  the  recount  of 
the  votes  for  Mr.  Flynn. 

There  were  in  the  counts  by  the  precinct  offi- 
cers two  errors  too  conspicuous  in  amount  to 
escape  notice  by  any  possible  oversight  or  inat- 
tention. The  first  is  the  now  notorious  discrep- 
ancy in  the  returns  of  precinct  3  of  Ward  13,  by 
which  Mr.  Flynn  lost  256  votes,  and  the  second 
was  in  precinct  4  of  Ward  19,  where  he  lost  109 
votes.  The  first  of  these  precincts  was  counted 
by  Mr.  Flynn  himself,  and  in  the  count  o£  the 
second  Mr.  Leahey  assisted. 

The  discovery  of  these  two  errors  lost  Mr. 
Flynn  365  votes,  and  but  for  the  results  in  the 
other  precincts  would  have  placed  him  far  behind 
his  immediate  competitors. 

In  the  other  19  precincts  counted  by  Mr. 
Flynn  his  gains  were  94,  his  losses  but  3— a  net 
gain  of  91  votes. 

In  20  precincts  counted  by  Mr.  Woolley  the 
gains  of  Mr.  Flynn  were  138,  his  losses  8— a  net 
gain  of  130  votes. 

In  the  17  precincts  (other  than  the  one 
just  referred  to)  in  the  counting  of  which  Mr. 
Leahey  assisted,  the  gains  of  Mr.  Flyun  amount- 
ed to  52,  his  losses  to  6— a  net  gain  of  46  votes. 

In  14  precincts,  in  the  counting  of  which  Mr. 
Fogarty  assisted,  Mr.  Flynn's  gains  were  99,  his 
losses  20,  a  net  gain  of  79  votes. 

These  72  precincts  exhibit  a  total  net  gain  for 
Mr.  Flynn  of  346  votes. 

In  the  remaining  35  precincts,  in  the  counting 
of  which  none  of  the  four  gentlemen  above- 
named  assisted,  Mr.  Flynn  gained  20  and  lose  74, 
or.  a  net  loss  of  54  votes. 

Comparing  the  relative  positions  of  Messrs. 
Frost  and  Flynn,  as  affected  by  the  errors  thus 
discovered  on  the  recount,  we  find  that  Mr.  Frost 
led  16  votes  by  the  ward  reiurns,  that  this  lead 
was  increased  by  the  two  conspicuous  errors  in 
Wards  13  and  19  to  a  plurality  of  381,  but  that  in 
the  72  precincts  in  the  recount  of  which  Messrs. 
Flynn,  Woolley,  Leahey  and  Fogarty  partici- 
pated, Mr.  Frost  suffered  a  net  loss  of  344  votes, 
and  Mr.  Flynn  acquired  a  net  gain  of  346  votes, 
making  a  gain  to  Mr.  Flynn  over  Mr.  Frost  of  690 
votes.  On  the  other  hand,  we  find  that  the  re- 
maining 35  precincts  counted  by  others  show  a 
gain  of  one  vote  for  Mr.  Frost,  and  a  loss  of  54  for 
Mr.  Flynn.  being  a  net  gain  of  55  for  Mr.  Frost. 

The  final  result  is  that,  while  by  the  ward  count 
Mr.  Frost  was  elected  by  a  plurality  of  sixteen 
votes  over  Mr.  Flynn,  the  recount  finds  Mr.  Flynn, 
notwithstanding  his  heavy  losses  in  Wards  13  and 
19,  to  have  been  elected  by  a  plurality  of  254  votes 
over  Mr.  Frost. 

When  the  arrival  of  Saturday  night  interrupted 
the  progress  of  the  recount,  all  but  three  of  the 
wards  (23,  24  and  25)  had  been  recounted  and  the 
resuit  up  to  that  time  was  that  Mr.  Frost,  who 
had  been  by  the  original  count  sixteen  ahead  of 
Mr.  Flynn,  and  Mr.  Thompson,  who  had  been  but 
forty-five  behind  Mr.  Flynn,  were  now  some  hun- 
dreds to  the  rear,  but  Mr.  Dexter,  who  was  only 
fifteenth  on  the  original  count,  now  led  Mr.  J'lynn 
by  sixty-four  votes,  assuming  that  he  suffered  no 
loss  in  the  three  remaining  wards.  Ninety-three 
precincts  had  then  been  counted,  and  Mr.  Dexter, 
in  the  sixty-four  precinccs  in  the  count  ot  which 
Messrs.  Flynn,  Woolley,  Leahey  and  Fogarty  had 
participated  had  suffered  a  net  loss  of  but  twenty- 
five  votes,  while  in  the  twenty-nine  precincts 
counted  by  others,  his  net  loss  had  been  but  thir- 
teen, showing  an  average  difference  between  the 
return  of  the  ward  officers  and  the  recount  of  less 
than  half  a  vote  to  a  precinct. 

There  then  remained  fourteen  precincts  to  be 
counted; of  these 

Mr.  Flynn  counted  three,  and  found  for  Mr. 
Dexter  a  loss  of  ten  votes  and  a  gain  of  three,  or 
a  net  loss  of  seven  votes. 

Mr.  Woolley  counted  two,  and  found  a  loss  of 
sixty-seven  votes  and  no  gain. 

Mr.  Leahey  assisted  in  counting  one,  and  found 
a  loss  of  fourteen  votes. 


Mr.  Fogarty  assisted  iu  counting  two,  and 
found  a  loss  of  twenty-five  votes  and  no  gain. 

These  eight  preciuc'ts,  as  thus  counted,  exhibit- 
ed a  net  loss  of  113  votes. 

Of  the  remaining  six  precincts,  counted  by 
others,  the  ward  returns  in  four  were  found  to  be 
correct,  and  of  the  other  two,  one  shows  a  gain  of 
two,  and  the  other  a  loss  of  thirteen  votes,  mak- 
ing a  net  loss  of  eleven  votes. 

These  losses  by  Mr.  Dexter  in  Wards  23,  24  and 
25,  supplemented  by  gains  in  Mr.  Flynn's  vote  in 
the  same  wards,  changed  the  relative  position  of 
Mr.  Flynn  and  Mr.  Dexter  from  a  lead  of  sixty- 
four  by  Mr.  Dexter  to  a  plurality  of  143  for  Mr. 
Flynn. 

The  counts  of  the  votes  for  other  candidates 
have  also  been  analyzed,  but  we  believe  that 
what  has  been  stated  will  be  sufficient,  if  found 
to  be  in  accordance  with  the  facts,  to  satisfy  your 
honorable  Board  that  the  good  name  of  the  city 
of  Boston  will  rest  under  a  cloud  until  another 
recount  shall  be  made,  surrounded  by  every  guar- 
antee and  safeguard  which  experience  can  sug- 
gest or  vigilance  enforce. 

Wherefore  your  petitioners,  stating  the  facts 
merely,  but  advancing  no  theory  regarding  the 
same,  pray  that  the  facts  which  they  have  alleged 
may  be  verified,  and,  il  found  to  be  correct,  that 
a  careful  recount  may  be  made  of  all  the  votes 
cast  at  the  late  election  for  the  six  candidates 
before  mentioned. 

The  above  was  signed  as  follows: 

J.  S.  Ropes,  Wm.  V.  Hutehings,  H.  P.  Kidder, 
Abbott  Lawrence,  H.  C.  Wainwright,  Isaac 
Sweetser,  Charles  P.  Bowditch.  Charles  B.  Cuin- 
mings,  Edw'd  L.  Tead,  Alex.  Wadsworth,  S.  B. 
Shapleigh,  F.  B.  Parker,  F.  H.  Peabody,  M.  F. 
Dickinson,  Jr.,  Wm.  S.  Eaton,  Edward  P.  Hall,  M. 

D.  Spauldiug,  Avery  Plumer,  Wm.  A.  Bowdlear, 
C.  E.  Guild,  G.  A.  Eastman,  Geo.  K.  Chapman,  S. 
C.  Shapleigh,  S.  M.  Quincy,  Charles  R.  Train, 
Waldo  Adams,  H.  L.  Higginson,  John  C.  Ropes, 
J.  W.  Balch,   Salmon  P.  Kibbard,  Uriel  Crocker, 

E.  C.  Mi'lllken,  Francis  B.  Hayes,  Jacob  Sleeper, 
Moses  Kimball,  Charles  J.  Prescott,  Chas.  H. 
Sawyer,  Francis  D.  Stedman,  Washington  L. 
Prescott,  Amasa  W.  Bailey,  Liverus  Hull,  S.  H. 
Rhedes,  A.  L.  Hatch,  Wm.  L.  Smith,  Hiram 
Thomas,  Francis  Cbiids,  A.  E.  Cutter,  S.  Pren- 
tiss Hill,  H.  H.  Chandler,  Edw.  Lawrence, 
Isaac  P.  T.  Edmands,  A.  G.  Pillsbury, 
George  P.  Denny,  W.  G.  Benedict,  Chailes  \Y. 
Slack,  John  G.  Webster,  Otis  Norcross,  Edwin 
Howland,  R.  C.  Greenleaf,  R.  B.  Leuchars,  T.  P. 
Frost,  George  G.  Crocker,  Augustus  Russ,  George 
L.  Burt,  Zenas  E.  Smith,  GeirgeE.Learnaid, Levi 
L.  Willcutt,  Edward  P.  Browo,  Hamilton  A.  Hill, 
J.  Q.  A.  Brackett,  John  F.  Andrew,  Arthur  W. 
Tufts,  Martin  L.  Bradford,   Increase  E.    Noyes, 

F.  H.  Gardner,  K  E.  Rogers,  Wm.  H.  Ellison,  S. 
C.  Gregg,  Chas.  H.  Plimpton,  L.  Prang,  John  L. 
Clark,  Amandus  Meyer,  H.  K.  Batchelder,  H.  W. 
Kimball,  Joseph  F.  Dean,  DanaEstes,  Edward  L. 
Peirce,  Jas.  Goodman,  S.  S.  Bartlett,  A.  M.  Xew- 
ton,  B.  S.  Perry,  C.  A.  Jones.  Theo.  W.  Plimpton, 
Wm.  L.  Garrison,  C.  A.  Grinnell,  Geo.  Wm.  Tay- 
lor, Sterne  Morse,  Win.  M.  Browne,  J.  W.  Mack- 
intosh, J.  W.  Howard,  Edward  Ellis,  A.  H.  Ellis, 
Eben.  Alexander,  Arthur  H.  James,  Chas.  T.  Bar- 
ry, Isaac  Fenno,  Samuel  L.  Gerry,  Brutis  L.  Ar- 
becain,  Wm.  T.  Blanchard,  Samuel  G.  Davis,  Jno. 
C.  Balderston,  Frank  E.  Howe,  W.  F.  Whitcomb, 
N.  F.  Tenney, ,!.  H.  Bird,  Lewis  F.  Tenuey,  Albert 
Fellows,  Josiah  Fellows,  F.  A.  Keith,  Zenas 
Sears,  James  R.  Magee,  Jos.  A.  Dane,  Francis  A. 
Mason,  J.  L.  Rousmauiere,  C.  H.  Kimball,  H.  R. 
Lovejoy,  Jas.  W.  Newell,  Edward  Page,  Geo.  H. 
Wyman,  H.  P.  Lynch,  Geo.  Woods  Rice,  Geo. 
Dunbar,  H.  W.  Stone.  Francis  A.  Perry,  S.  S. 
Blanchard,  Albert  E.  Prince,  J.  A.  Haskell.  Fred 
K.  Piper,  E.  H.  Keith,  E.  M.  Farnsworth, 
T.  H.  Prentice,  S.  Phipps,  Jr.,  Chas.  R. 
McLean,  F.  Leeds,  W.  H.  H.  Emmons, 
Geo.  H.  Hosea,  14  Henry  street;  Jas.  M.  Home, 
244  Meridian  street;  J.  A.  Bushee,  46  Maverick 
square;  James  Sanderson,  corner  of  Brooks  and 
Eutaw  streets;  T.  H.  G.  Deiuott,  82  Bremen  street; 
M.  P.  Brown,  176  Webster  street;  Geo.  McNear,  18 
White  street;  Samuel  Hoffses,127  Meridian  street; 
Frank  C.  Wood,  12  Central  square;  C.  O.  Robin- 
son, 72  Lexington  street;  Andrew  J.  E.  Butland. 
152  Saratoga  street;  C.  W.  Pyron,  147  Meridian 
street;  E.  G.  Hartland,  145  Meridian  street:  G.  W. 
Holmes;  N.  Goodwin,  396  Meriuian  sireet;  W.  C. 
Richards,  142  Meridian  street;  J.  W.  Spragne,  122 
Meiidiau  street;  J.  M.C.  Murphy,81  Eutawstreet; 
A.  J.  Sanders,  116  London  street;  A.J.Howard, 
25  Chelsea  street;  F.  H.  Bianey,  150  Webster  street; 
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Washington  Sneiling,  22  Maverick  square;  Geo. 
H.Flummer,224  Webster  street;  W.  H.  Harrington, 
J.  J.  McCarthy,  No.  g  Mill  street,  Ward  4;  Wui.  H. 
Fitzpatri.-k,  No.  H  Walker  street.  Ward  4;  Thoin- 
as  C.  Jioardraan,  50  Sullivan  street,  Ward  4;  Jo- 
seph w.  Hill,  0  Baldwin  street:  Samuel  D.  Sawin, 
368  Main  street,  Ward  4;  Fred  R.  Brown,  14  Albion 
place,  Ward  4;  Frederic  Melvin,  No.  11  Lincoln 
street,  Ward  4;  Joseph  Handun,  25  Mead  sireet; 
George  P.  Cheever,  11C  Russell  street,  Ward  4; 
Chas.  E.Lyon,  289  Bunker  Hill  street,  Ward  4; 
Frank  D.Woodbury, 15  Irving  place;  Geo.  S.  Poor, 
3  l'arker  street;  John  Turner,  351  Main  street; 
Frank  Tasker,  109  High  street;  Beoj.  W.  Barker, 
117  Bartlett  street;  J.  J.  Dennetr,  Buuiser  Hill 
street;  E.  L.  Brooks,  299  Main  street;  \v.  S.  Oak- 
man,  593  Main  street;  D  K.  Wheelock,  6  Arthur 
place;  Joseph  Stone,  45  Essex  sireet;  Chas.  J. 
Canterbury,  35  Essex  street;  James  Shut,  18  Wood 
street;  Frank  F.Fow,  5  Holden  row;  Henry  A. 
Smith,  60  Walker  street;  Henry  W.  Stone,  12  Es- 
sex street;  Win.  O.  Carletou,  43  Essex  street; 
Henry  B.  Simmons,  93  Russell  street;  Gardner 
Winslow,  439%  Main  street;  John  T.  Sawin,  44:; 
Main  street;  William  Hovey,  444  Main  sireet;  Jo- 
seph W.  Cook,  45712  Main  street;  W.  D.  Furbush, 
16  Baldwin  street;  G.  E.  Furbush,  30  Sever  street; 
Frederick  Lund,  28  Sever  street:  S.  A.  Freeman, 
571  Main  street;  Earle  |Wyiuan,  427  Bunker  Hill 
street;  J.  1).  Martin,  27  Perkins  street;  F.  J.Alme- 
der,  13  Lincoln  street;  J.W.Li«ber,2(l Essex  street; 
A.  W.  Stover,  7  Eden  street,  Gharlestown  ;  Stephen 
Merrill,  26  Albion  place,  Charlestown;  Peter  S. 
Roberts,  393  Main  street;  Joseph  Q.  Lowell,  421 
Main  street;  D.  Frank  Titus,  321  Main  street;  G. 
A  Rowe;  G.  M.  Rowe.  15  Baldwin  street;  John  A. 
Rollins,  46  Baldwin  street;  Joseph  H.  Cotton,  Wil- 
liam Murray,  32  Oak  street;  Geo.  H.  Pendergast, 
34  Mead  street:  Wendell  F.  Stevens,  269  Main 
street;  Lynd  Hamilton,  O.  J.  Bobbins,  14  Bolton 
place;  John  G.  Jones,  341  Main  street;  F.  W. 
Knapp,  41  Mead  street;  A.  Buttriek,  19  Albion 
piae>-;  Henry  T.  Burr,  372  ."Main  street;  Edward 
H.  Burr,  372  Main  street;  Freeman  F.  Burr,  372 
Main  street:  Stephen  Badger,  372  Main  street; 
Henry  C.  Starke,  34  Mill  street;  O.  B.  Goodrich, 
394  Bunker  Hill  street:  Chas.  W.  Talpey,  4  Fruit 
place:  Alfred  Johnson,  2  Oak  street;  Edwin  L. 
Filsbury,  305  Main  street;  Andrew  Tower,  38  Sul- 
livan street;  John  McCarthy,  8  Mill  street; 
('has.  F.  Brooks.  26  Eden  street;  C.  D.  Garey,  15 
Wall  street;  G.  N.  Fisher.  261  Bunker  Hill  street; 
Arthur  Mecham,  112  Bartlett  street;  F.  G.  Tomliu- 
son,  33  Russell  street;  Geo.  B.  Tanwood,  59  Sulli- 
van street;  J.  C.  Woodbury,  112  Bartlett  street;  J. 
A.  Barker,  117  Bartlett  street;  A.  W.  Phillips,  26a 
Main  street;  John  TH.  Nickelsen,  301  Main 
street:  A.  Clary,  17  Oak  street;  E.  H.  Foore, 
52  Rnssell  street;  H.  G.  Tomlinson,  33  Russell 
street;  W.  F.  Webster;  289  Main  street  (Mason 
court);  J.  Liuuell.  110  Bartlett  street;  D.S.Day, 
120  Bartlett  street;  Ahner  Libby,  104  Bartlett 
street;  John  Darton,  114  Bartlett  street;  Heury  v.". 
Fuller,  429  Main  street;  Tobias  Beck,  115  Bartlett 
street:  E.  A.  Caraway,  Gl  Russell  street;  Eugene 
H.  Giffen,  110  Bartlett  street:  George  E.Wilson, 
60  Russell  Btreet;  Ezekiel  I'pham,  64  Sullivan 
street;  E.  B.  Burgess,  259  Bunki-r  Hill  street;  John 
E.  Brown,  312  Bunker  Hill  street;  Calvin  Simonds, 
34  Walker  street;  Natb'l  E.  Cusbing,  No.  2  Mead- 
street  court  ;  Chas.  P.  Briggs,  No.  24 
Walker  street  ;  H.  H.  Waite,  122  Bartlett 
street  :  Isaac  O.  A'ose,  N.  6  Avon  place  ; 
Edw.  F.  Hagar,  Geo.  Whiting.  E.  W.  Fair,  Cheev- 
er Newhall,  Dana  B.  Gove.C.  B.L'illinghast,  James 
II.  Freeman,  A.  C.  Paige,  Geo.  F.  Hunt,  Horace D. 
Gove.  Edw.  R.  Bates,  C.  Flesharn,  G.  M  Lee, 
Edward  G.  Saltzman,  25  Cambridge  street;  I.  H. 
Gould,  384  North  Charles  street;  Daniel  C.  Brown, 
25  Cambridge  Btreet;  C.  Theo.  Guething,  Derby 
House,  26  Cambridge  street;  A.  K.  Kent,  Derby 
House,  25 Cambridge  street;  G.  H.  Kent,  Derby 
House,  25  Cambridge  street;  Asa  G.Crosby,  Derby 
House,  25  Cambridge  sneet;  Nath'l  H.  Walker, 
Derby  House,  25  Cambridge  street;  H.  L.  Breece, 
Derby  House,  25  Cambridge  street;  M.  A.  Kent, 
Derby  House,  25  Cambridge  street;  J.  R.  Gleason, 
Derby  House,  25  Cambridge  street;  Thos.  T.  Max- 
well, Derby  House,  25  Cambridge  street:  Abbott 
Rolfe,  Derby  House,  25  Cambridge  street;  F.  W. 
Turner,  Derby  House,  25  Cambridge  street;  E.  P. 
Fondo,  Derby  House,  25  Cambridge  street;  F.  W. 
Turner,  Jr.,  Derby  House,  25  Cambridge  street; 
Geo.  J.  Parker, '  Derby  House,  25  Cambridge 
street;  Charles  Taylor,  Derby  House,  25  Cam- 
brdge  street:  George  G.  Perry,  Derby  House,  25 
Cambridge  street;  E.  C.  Crosby,  Derby  House,  25 
Cambridge    street:    A.    Colt,"  Derby   House,    26 


Cambridge  street;  Win.  H.  H.  Tuttle.  Quincy 
House,  Brattle  street;  Chas.  W.  Chabot,  316  Long- 
wood  ave.;  Isaac  Sellar,  61  Bromley  street;  M.  F. 
Gil  rain,  14  North  Margin  street;  Joseph  Stame,  1 
Noyes  place;  Abrarn  Levi,  36jLowell  street;  Henry 
Levy,  111  Hammond  street;  Frank  Mulhern,  22 
North  Margin  street;  John  J.  McElhaney,  40 
Sheafe  street;  Henry  Webb,  Jr.,  American  House; 
J.  H.  Blanchard,  Chambers  street;  Samuel  Queen, 
79  Green  street;  F.  W.  Adams;  H.  M.  Towne; 
Henry  B.  Rice,  American  House;  Wm.  Thornton, 
Jr.,  American  House;  John  F.  Ryan,  American 
House;  Richard  E.King;  Edward  Jackson;  C.  F. 
Towne;  James  D.  Walker;  William  D.  Washing- 
ton; Amos  Johnson,  American  House;  J.  Bryant, 
Hanover  street;  George  F.  Kellogg,  Hanover 
street;  C.  S.  Robertson,   Hanover  street;  George 

F.  Hayden,  Hanover  street;  Samuei  A. 
Neill,  Hanover  street;  Henry  Clay;  Geo. 
L.  Lawrence:  E.  M.  Montague,  11  Washing- 
ton street;  George  F.  Fogg,  American  House; 
John  P.  Fay,  A.  S.  Weld,  S.  M.  Reed,  B.  L.  Mer- 
rill, A.  H.  Torrieelli,  Edward  J.  Fay,  C.  A.  French, 
Samuel  H.  Cheever,  Albert  E.  Arnold,  John  H. 
Smith,  John  H.  Chandler.  CM.  Stetson,  James 
H.  Wright,  W.  H.  Tragar,  Chas.  F.  Luther,  W.  H. 
Brown,  C.  D.  Stone,  J.  A.  Litchfield,  John  H. 
Brown,  Charl-s  McDuffee,  E.  W.  Guild,  G.  A. 
Gale,  Alvin  Woodbury,  Wm.  C.  Lawrence,  T3-.  B. 
Day,  D.  N.  Hutchinson,  L.  Stevens,  G.  H.  Drury, 
R.  F.  Murray,  J.  M.  Stone,  George  F. 
Going,      Chas.     E.    Whiting,     Frank      Beaman, 

G.  H.  W.  Bates,  Chas.  Howe,  W.  E.  Qualters, 
Thomas  Gaffield,  Charles  E.  Clark,  James  W. 
Pearce,  Hartson  A.  Bacheller,  Arch.  Loughhead, 
John  A.  Woodbury,  Charles  H.  Merritt,  John 
H.  Currier,  James  F.  Brady,  George  C. 
Howe,  W.  W.  Boynton,  Benj.  F.  Treadwell, 
Wesley  Pearce,  O.  J.  Fisk,  C.  W.  Albee,  H.  Her- 
vey,  Wm.  Elder,  Osso  Dustin,  Alfred  Brown, 
Wm.  G.  Henry,  John  E.  Brown,  John  H.  Reagan, 
J.  W.  Capron,  Frank  L.  Baxter,  Samuel  Elder, 
Robert  A.  Elder,  Chas.  T.  Emery,  Chas.  L. 
Jeffrey,  Frank  E.  Jeffrey,  M.  Spillane,  W.  A. 
Haines,  George  A.  Jackson,  L.  L.  Jenkins,  L. 
Perigny,      M.      P.      Burlen,     Fred.    G.     Pearce, 

A.  C.  Farlev,  G.  E.  Hersey,  Jr.,  E.  F.  Jacobs.  J. 
F.  Green  leal',  A.  L.  Whitman,  John  R.  Var- 
ney,     M.      F.     Conghlan,      C.       E.       Cobb,     J. 

B.  Viels,  A.  A.  Clatur,  Edw.  Kelley,  Jr., 
Geo.  E.  Black,  W.  W.  Jordan.  Geo.  W.  Briggs, 
Russell  Moser,  James  M.  Koheu,  Geo.  F.  Toi  icy, 
Albion  B.  Kiugsbuiy,  C.  A.  Davis,  Thomas  Mur- 
ray, C.  M.  Strout,  John  D.  Reed,  F.  H.  Toleman, 
J.W.Jordan,  Geo.  J.  Thompson,  Jas.  F.  Hovey, 
A.  B.  Wright,  ('has.  1\  Tucker,  D.  W.  Bates,  F.  L. 
Wilson,  James  Carney,  Jcdiu  G.  Moriarty,  Wm. 
A.  Morrel),  Joseph  Edwards,  Obed  Baker, 
Timothy  J.  Clifford,  F.  C.  Lord.  W.  N. 
White.     Thos.      K.     Trout,      Alfred     A.      Hail, 

E.  G.  Knight,  Albert  H.  Farnuru,  Chas.  H.  Robin- 
son, Thos.W.  Emerson,  C.  C.  Emerson,  Joseph 
Mclntire,  H.  J.  Darling,  R.  K.  Atwood,  A.  B.  But- 
terfield,  D.  Fulsifer,  W.  H.  West,  Thos.  A.  Rich, 
J.  Ashton  Preston,  John  Douglas,  Tbos.  J.  Ams- 
den,  D.  G.  Butterfield,  W.  P.  Foster,  Joseph  H. 
Curtis,  Nathaniel  Sea-ver,  H.  G.  Cole,  George  H. 
Lawrence,  George  W.  Bradbury,  Freeman  J. 
Doe,  John  J.  Sullivan,  Wyman  Libby,  S.  Henry 
Skilton,  Wellington  Smith,  D.  A.  Dunbar,  I).  A. 
Dunb-r,  Jr.,  Chas.  M. '  Stimpson,  M.  Williams,  L. 
M.  Dyer,  Wells  Chase,  Henry  Dana,  Albert  E. 
Warner,  Wmsor  Gleason,  H.  W.  Gleason, 
James  Morse,  William  B.  French,  Francis 
W.  Ryder,  Solomon  Marble,  John  A.  Da- 
vies,  Edward  A.  Story,  Jr.,  Francis  Hayden, 
Almon  S.  Knight,  Samuel  Weltcb,  Fivd 
A.  Green,  John  S.  Hobbs,  Lemuel  Webb, 
Thomas  Howard,  37  Colony  street:  John  Howard, 
35  Colony  street;  John  Magee,  44  Colony  street; 
George  Mcintosh,  154  Dorchester  avenue;  Peter 
Lincoln,  119  Dorchester  avenue;  Thomas  Corley, 
125  Dorchester  avenue;  William  S.  Milligan,  18 
Ontario  street;  Thomas  Milligan,  18  Ontario  street ; 
Win.  S.  Walbridge,  G.  P.  Folger,  A.  D.  Damon, 
Osman  C.  Webster,   E.  A.  Cook,  J.  M.  V.  Howard, 

F.  E.  Walbridge,  J.  W.  F.  Willson,  Thomas  G. 
Reed,  M.  D.,  C.  H.  Durgin,  J.  W.  F.  Will- 
son,  J.-.,  Lewis  R.  Tucker,  Arthur  E.  Gill, 
J.    B.    Wilder,    G.    F.    Ordway,     Henry    Bright, 

G.  Irving  Gilerens,  J.  B.  Blake,  Oliver  N.  Tilden, 
James  Willis,  Geo.  E.  Rice.  Joseph  Lyon,  Barnas 
Capen,  Chas.  A.  Haines,  Henry  S.  Hobbs,  W.  F. 
Peirce,  Chas.  J.  Vaughn,  Herbert  F.  Nye,  J.  F. 
Foster,  W.  S.  Luther,  J.  S.  Luther,  E.  Lampbier, 
Tbos.  B.  Reed,  H.  Buffum,  Charles  T.  James,  S. 
S.  Plaisted,  G.  G.  Neinn.  J.  F.  Harvey, 
George    R.    Whitteruore,    J.    M.    Baker,    F.    J. 
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Baxter,  Henry  A.  Snow,  Chas.  J.  Noyes, 
Louis  Girardin,  Frederick  Fernald,  Frank 
L.  Penney,  Geo.  H.  Manson,  Otto  Fuehs, 
Fretl.  O.  Clark,  Harrison  P.  Souther,  William  T. 
Eaton,  J.  C.  Nichols,  Russell  A.  Warren,  S.  S. 
Kuowles,  James  Swett,  John  M.  Gilbert,  Benj.  A. 
Ham,  Frank  D.  Morse,  Frank  A.  Clapp,  James  D. 
Blacker,  Augustus  King,  W.  H.  Mason,  James  A. 
Calef,  John  f.  Libby,  W.  C.  Webber,  D.V.  Pagser, 
R.  B.  Freeman,  W.  R.  English,  Chas.  Merritt, 
Edwin  H.  Gill,  Wm.  H.  L-e,  Geo.  S.  Cole, 
Robt.  F.  Gerald,  Daniel  Hallett,  Geo. 
A.  Wheeler,  E.  J.  Carpenter,  Zeno  K. 
Crowell,  J.  S.  Freeman,  L.  H.  Higgins, 
P.  T.  Sullivan,  46  Northfield  street;  C.  J.  Spence- 
ly,  700  Shawmut  avenue;  C.  H.  Bridges,  72  Sawyer 
street;  C.  T.  Coburn,  32  Sawyer  street;  James  J. 
Maguire,  58  Weston  street;  Leroy  Ford,  611  Shaw- 
mut avenue;  Nelson  Bostwick,617  Shawmut  avenue ; 
George  Bleakly,  92  Hammond  street;  F.  H.  Clapp, 
18  Milford  street;  William  E.  O'Flaherty,  37  Wind- 
sor street;  Avalon  Graves,  291  E  street,  South 
Boston;  Chas.  W.  Hamilton,  corner  Berkeley 
street  and  Columbus  avenue;  Samuel  C.  Nason, 
27  Eustis  street,  Roxbury;  William  B.Wood,. 617 
Shawmut  avenue;  Samuel  M.  Johnston,  36 
Ruggles  street;  Edwin  G.  Dobbins,  29  East  Wind- 
sor street;  Geo.  W.  Dobbins,  29  East  Windsor 
street;  W.B.Dobbins,  29  East  Windsor  street; 
Edwin  M.  SafEord,  27  Sterling  street:  Wm.  H.  Bit- 
tenbender,  St.  James  Hotel;  H.  L.  Wood,  35  East 
Windsor  street;  P.  J.McMahon,35  Windsor  street; 
G.  H.  Glover,  J.  B.  Young,  E.  F.  Tuttle,  Henry 
K.Potter,  Frank  R.  Perkins,  Cyrus  Thacher,  W. 
A.  Root,  Jr.,  E.  C.  Nason,  H.  A.  Root,  J.  W.  Bar- 
tholomew, C.  G.  Brockway,  S.  Leonard  Hodges, 
Eugene  H.  Clapp,  Francis    C.  Cieber,  E.  F.  Clapp, 

E.  T.  Cowdrey,  A.  J.  Tibbets,  M.  F.  H.  Stone,  J. 
A.  Gifford,  Henry  C.  Dunbar,  J.  H.  Stevens, 
J.  P.  Dunnell,  D.  F.  Core,  J.  C.  Cooper, 
L.  D.  Murray,  J.  M.  Pike,  F.  H.  Hodges, 
William  Cosney,  A.  D.  Millet,  H.  T.  Mer- 
rill,   R.H.Kemp,  Robeit  Kemp,    J.   W.  Tobey, 

F.  H.  Haynes,  Edward  F.  Maglue,  Joseph  Hub- 
bard, George  W.  Whiting,"  A.  W.  Woods, 
Lewis  W.  Morse,  Geo.  M.  Harris,  Lewis  N.  At- 
wood,  F.  A.  Davenport,  Geo.  W.  Reynolds,  Geo. 
H.  Hastings,  L.  B.  Dutton,  Geo.  C.  Boynton,  John 
M.Hodgate,  Geo.  W.Witherell.T.  J.  Parker,  A.  W. 
Newman,  W.  H.  Stodder,  F.  O.  White,  R.  A.  Back- 
up, E.  A.  Alden,  Ebenezer  Stone,  W.  R.  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  Goddard,  Albert  P.  Richardson, 
Nath'l  G.  Eliot,  John  S.  Brickett,  Washington 
Huse,  Charles  E.  Swain,  Chas.  D.  Swain,  J.  F. 
Scott,  B.  W.  Felton,  C.  R.  Nodd,  Eben  F.  Brown, 
Parker  Bryant,  J.  J.  Merrill,  F.  S.  Billings, 
J.  J.  Dyer,  A.  D.  Mowry.  James  H.  Lord, 
J.  L  Roberts,  W.  F.  Worthen,  G.  W.  Breed, 
James  Waldock,  76  Alleghany  street;  William  T. 
Lewis,  67  Conant  street;  Frank  TucKer,  1388  Tre- 
mont  street;  John  H.  Hawes,1380  Tremont  street; 
Edward  Ensliu,  17  Bickford  street;  John  Morri- 
son, 17  Bickford  street;  Albert  H.  Hopkins,  1378 
Tremont  street;  A.  Weber,  Drury  place;  G.  Lit- 
tery, 18  Faxon  street;  N.  P.  Lamson,  28  Wiggles- 
worth  street;  J.  M.  Hobby,  Bumstead  lane;  Chas. 
W.  Tucker,  1388  Tremont  street;  G.  W.  Hobby, 
253  Longwood  avenue;  J.  G.  Bartholmesz,  1376 
Tremout  street;  M.  N.  Hubbard,  6  Greenwood 
avenue;  G.  Wunderlich,  1419  Tremont  street; 
William  J.  Linehan,  6  Nicholson  court;  James  S. 
Case,  62  Conant  street;  Louis  Thing,  249  Long- 
wood  avenue:  John  Holt,  16  Longwood  avenue; 
William  Lentz,  Bay  View  place;  H.  F.  Davis,  6 
Highland  park;  John  G.  Baldur,  46  Ward  street; 
Nat  Adams,  46  Ward  street:  Nuck  Alexander,  41 
Green  street;  John  Farrall,  Parker  street;  E.  B. 
Stockman,  Parker  place;  B.  J.  Carbery,  Parker 
street;  Allen  Waldock,  76  Alleehany  street; 
Henry  Towle,  2  Pvnchon  street;  E.  E.  Godirey, 
776  Parker  street;  J.  O.  Bacon,  7  Reed's  couit;  S. 
J.  Faunce,  312  Shawmut  avenue;  C.  E.  Cbainber- 
lin,  55  Ford  avenue;  John  Kitson,  63  Whitney 
street;  John  B.  Williams,  68  Whitney  street;  C» 
C.  Bowman,  318  Longwood  avenue;  Hiram  D.  De- 
war,  14  Sewall  place;  Daniel  B.  Barrus,  7  Sumner 
place;  C.  S.  S.  Purdy,  27  Conant  street;  John 
Reardon,  113  Longwood  avenue;  Jacob  Catarins, 
15  Minturn  street;  Edward  Readdy,  315  Ruggles 
street;  Peter  Miller,  46  Longwood  avenue; 
C.  Franklin  Herrick,  Lawrence  T.  Middleberg, 
Joseph  Horn,  William  M.  Bell,  H.  P.  Chandler, 
Theo.  Hastings,  W.  A.  Duucanson,  Michael  Mc- 
Kenna,  Patrick  Kelly,  Michael  Maloney,  Oliver 
Moulton,  George  O.  Moulton,  Edward  E.  Moulton, 
J.  E.  Page,  Thomas  Learned,  Ernest  A.  Billings, 
John  J.  Carty,  John  Bowdlear,  Edwin  Jaqmth, 
A.  P.  Messer,  Wm.  W.  Morse,  P.  A.  Ramsay,  T.  J. 
Stearns,  C.  B.   Wiggin,   Louis  G.  A.  Fauteaux, 


F.  M.  Hooper,  C.  P.  Herrick,  J.  M.  Daly, 
A.  Churchill,  J.  C.  Talbot,  J.  E.  Hall.  J. 
Frank  Howland,  Geo.  S.  Estey,  C.  E.  Whall, 
Geo.  A.  Clark,  Sam'l  May,  Jr.,  Charles  S.Gill, 
John  N.  Dearborn,  Mark  Crosbv,  Jr.,  R.  C.  Hum- 
phreys, Chas.  B.  Fox,  James' Wright,  John  P. 
May,  E.  W.  Nash,  Andrew  R.  Winslow.  Robert  T. 
Swan,  Frank  K.  Nash,  Geo.  W.  Fox,  J.  Homer 
Pierce,  Edw.  C.  Nickels,  Francis  Ware,  F.E.  Brig- 
ham,  Henry  C.  Morse,  Wm.  Stetson,  C.W.  Glidden, 
Jediah  p.  Jordan,  J.  D.  Roberts,  W.  W.  Cobb,  A. 
W.  Tier,  August  Kilby,  Maximilian  Kaiser,  E.  M. 
Hatch,  124  Broadway;  James  S.  Nea),  246  Broad- 
way; George  M.  Goodwin,  244  Broadway;  E.  T. 
Knowles,  237  Broadway;  Edwin  Naylor,  237 
Broadway;  J.  L.  Spaulding,  Jr.,  237  Broadway;  E. 
F.  Higgins,  128  Broadway;  George  W.  Higgins, 
128  Broadway;  J.  C.  C.  Pillsbury,  113  Broadwav; 
Silas  Fairchild,  150  Broadway;  W.  B.  Pike,  160  Sil- 
ver street;  John  H.  Henan,  Josiah  B.  Whidden, 
Martin  Hanson,  110  Third  street;  August  W. 
Wagenfeldt,  John  H.  Welch,  T.  J.  Fenno,  193 
Broadway:  P.  A.  Smith,  124  Broadway;  M.  J. 
Has-on,  53  Gold  street;  F.  E.  Huckins,  111  B 
street;  N.J.  Cottle,  220  Silver  street;  Charles  H. 
Pfeffer,  330  West  Fourth  street; G.  E.  S.  Simpson, 
229  Broadway;  Charles  Daning,  20  Third  street; 
Jacob  Stickel,  76  Bolton  street:  Olaf  J.  Harte, 
134-140  Broadway:  Martin  Hanson,  110  Third 
street;  Christian  Misner,  108  Third  street;  Charles 
Johnson,  65  A  street;  John  T.  Clark,  103  West 
Second  street;  H.  N.  Hatch,  130  Broadwav;  J.  W. 
Newcomb,  84  Broadway;  Arthur  H.  Bam'abee,  148 
G  street;  Jonn  Anderson,  88  West  Fifth  street; 
Charles  A.  Steen,  96  A  street;  William  S.  Mathe- 
son,  12  Tudor  street;  Gilbert  Wait,  George  E.  Fit- 
ton,  Hubert  Pope,  George  A.  Noyes,  John  T. 
O'Neill,  Charles  H.  Whiting,  Charles  S.  Soule,  Jo- 
seph T.  Waterhouse,  William  D.  Rockwood, 
Charles  P.  Noyes,  George  W.  Ellis. 

The  Chairman— What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Board  ? 

Alderman  Caldwell— That  seems  to  be  lather  an 
important  petition,  and  I  hardly  know  what 
course  it  ought  to  take.  The  Board  supposed,  of 
course,  that  this  count  was  all  settled,  but  as 
these  gentlemen  have  a>ked  for  a  recount,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  take  some  decided  action.  1  would 
move  that  the  petitions  be  laid  on  the  table,  and, 
if  that  is  done,  I  shall  offer  an  order  I  have  here. 

The  petitions  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Caldwell  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor 
be  obtained  upon  the  question  whether  it  is  com- 
petent for  this  Board  to  recount  the  original  bal- 
lots cast  for  Aldermen  at  the  last  municipal  elec- 
tion, as  requested  by  the  petitions  therefor  sub- 
mitted this  day. 

Alderman  Viles — I  hardly  know  what  to  say  on 
those  petitions  and  that  order.  Such  a  petition 
never  came  before  this  Board  before  since  I  have 
been  a  member.  I  certainly  have  no  objections 
to  getting  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  be- 
cause I  think  we  ought  to  have  it.  But  the  peti- 
tion is  something  entirely  new.  Probably 
every  memb-r  of  the  hoard  has  read  it,  as  copies 
were  sent  to  them.  It  is  a  kind  of  home  thrust 
at  the  committee.  It  strikes  at  the  honor  of  an 
Alderman,  if  he  has  any,  especially  after  serving 
at  this  Board  five  of  six  years';  and  I  some- 
times think  he  has  n't.  As  chairman  of 
the  committee  I  would  say  that  1  believe  that 
count  was  as  carefully  made  as  any  count  ever 

fiven  to  this  Board,  and  if  another  recount  is  had 
believe  the  result  will  be  substantially  the 
same.  Great  care  was  taken  by  the  committee 
before  they  commenced  their  labors.  Each  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  selected  a  clerk,  and  I,  as 
chairman  of  the  commit  ee,  assigned  the  clerks 
to  the  different  Aldermen.  I  believe  that  every 
precinct  was  gone  through  as  carefully  as  it 
could  have  been  done.  Some  nights  I  did  not 
count  at  all,  and  I  examined  every  precinct  be- 
fore it  was  counted,  to  see  if  there  was  anything 
like  stuffing,  as  we  heard  some  reports  that  there 
had  been  some  crooked  things  in  different  wards. 
At  the  same  time  this  is  a  thrust  at  the  com- 
mittee, and  I  for  one  will  not  oppose  a  re- 
count, and  if  the  ballots  can  be  reopened  again 
I  shall  advocate  the  recount.  I  believe  there  is 
not  one  member  of  that  committee  who  is  afraid 
of  having  his  count  verified.  If  the  opinion  of 
the  City  Solicitor  is  such  that  it  can  be  doue,  I 
shall  advocate  the  reopeniug  of  the  ballots,  for  1 
wish  to  be  vinnicated  as  a  member  of  that  com- 
mittee, and  I  have  no  doubt  every  other  member 
thinks  the  same. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Aldermau  Slade. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY   27,    1881. 

Regular  meeting  at  7l/2  P.  M.,  Andrew  J.  Bailey, 
President,  in  the  chair." 

QUALIFICATION   OF  A   MEMBER-ELECT. 

The  following  was  received,  read  and  placed  on 
file: 

City  Clerk's  Office.  i 

Boston,  Jan.  22, 1881.  I 
Cornelius  V.  Doherty,  a  member-elect  of  the 
Common  Council  ot  this  city,  from  Ward  2,  in  the 
pluce  of  Daniel  J.  Sweeney,  deceased,  was  this 
day  qualified  by  taking  and  "subscribing  the  pre- 
scribed oaths  of  office,  before  me, 

S.  F.  McCleary,  City  Clerk. 
The  credentials  of  Mr.  Doherty  are  herewith 
transmitted. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Reports  ot  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Water  of  a  re- 
quest of  the  Water  Board  for  leave  to  contract 
lor  iron  pipe,  castings,  etc.    Concurred. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Pubiic  Build- 
ings of  a  request  of  the  Police  Commissioners  for 
a  property  room.    Concurred. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Build 
iugs  of  an  order  for  the  sale  of  the  reservoir 
building  on  Derne  street.    Concurred. 

Notice  of  the  organization  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  viz.,  Frederick  O.'Piince,  Mayor,  Chair- 
man ex-officio ;  Thomas  N.  Hart,  Chairman  on  the 
part  of  the  Common  Council;  Alfred  T.  Turner, 
Clerk.    Placed  on  file. 

Order  to  take  from  the  files  of  1880,  and  refer  to 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  the  report  and  or- 
der relating  to  the  mode  of  filling  vacancies  in 
the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewer- 
age to  continue  the  work  of  abating  the  Roxbury 
Canal  nuisauce,  and  to  be  invested  with  the  pow- 
ers and  duties  recited  in  the  order  of  July  1(1, 
1878.  Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9,  and  pass- 
ed in  concurrence. 

Order  for  said  committee  to  continue  the  con- 
struction of  the  improved  system  of  sewerage  by- 
contract  or  day  labor  and  to  purchase  supplies 
and  employ  necessary  assistance.  Read  twice 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Greenough  of  Ward  9,  and  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Greenough  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Order  to  consider  the  expediency  of  reducing 
the  price  of  water  used  for  mechanical  and  man- 
ufacturing purposes.    Passed,  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  City  Clerk  to  sign  and  execute 
answers  and  returns  made  or  required  to  be  made 
by  the  City  Council  to  any  petitions  for  certiorari, 
writ  or  other  proceeding  in  court.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  clerks  in  the  Collector's  Depart- 
ment lor  night  duty  $295,  as  authorized  by  order, 
Dec.  31,  1880.  Read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18,  and 
passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  provide  furniture  for,  and  cause  clean- 
ing and  repairs  to  be  made  on,  the  City  Hall  and 
other  buildings  ef  the  city  not  cared  for  by  the 
departments  using  the  same.  Read  twice,  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  ot  Mr.  Whit- 
more  of  Ward  12,  and  parsed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  provide  furniture  for,  and  cause  clean- 
ing and  repairs  to  be  made  on  the  public  school- 
bouses.  Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14,  and 
passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  contract  for  hay,  grain,  stock  and  sup- 
plies for  the  Health  Department.  Read  twice  un- 
der a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Williams  of  Ward  11.  and  passed  in    concurrence. 

Order  to  purchase  supplies,  instruments,  draw- 
ing materials,  and  to  incur  other  necessary  ex- 
penses for  the  City  Engineer's  Department. 
Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  on 
motion  o I  Mi.  Fitzpatrick of  Ward  8,  and  passed 
in  concurrence. 

Order  to  incur  similar  expenses  for  the  City 
Surveyor's  Department.  Read  twice  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rogers  of 
Ward  22,  and  passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  of  $900  from  the 
Reserved  Fund  to  the  Contingent  Fund  of  the 


Common  Council.    Read  twice  and  passed.    Yeas 
56;  nays  0. 

Non-concurrence  in  the  amendment  of  this 
Council  to  the  order  concerning  the  removal  of 
snow  and  ice  from  sidewalks  of  public  lauds. |etc. 
Laid  on  the  table  until  the  next  meeting,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14. 

Decoration  Day. 

Invitation  from  Post  26,  G.  A.  R.,  for  the  City 
Council  to  participate  in  the  services  on  Decora- 
tion Day. 

Mr.  Matthews  of  Ward  21— 1  move  to  lay  the 
invitation  upon  the  table.  I  make  the  motion  for 
this  reason — The  Grand  Army  posts  propose  to 
make  a  new  departure.  They  intend  to  have  a 
joint  celebration  in  connection  with  the  militia 
of  this  city,  and  the  City  Government  will  receive 
an  invitation  from  the  posts  of  this  county  joint- 
ly. Under  the  circumstances  I  think  it  better  for 
the  invitation  to  lay  over. 

The  invitation  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  Mathews  offered  an 
order — That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
commander  of  each  post  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  located  in  Boston,  the  sum  of  $200, 
to  be  used  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  Decora- 
tion Da3r,  or  in  assisting  the  families  of  deceased 
or  disabled  soldiers  and  sailors;  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Incidental 
Expenses.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Double-runners  on  the  Coasting  Ground. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Common,  with 
full  powers,  of  an  order  to  prohibit  the  use  ot 
double-runners  on  the  Common. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  beg  to  inquire  what 
that  means— "full  powers"?  If  it  means  full 
power  to  prohibit  the  double-runners,  I  shall  ob- 
ject. 

The  question  on  concurrence  was  put  and  de- 
clared lost. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  doubt  the  vote.  I 
merely  want  to  state  that  1  think  that  matter 
will  be  perfectly  sale  in  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon, ft  will  not  interfere  with  the  idea  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  14. 

The  Council  concurred  in  the  reference  with 
full  powers.  Mr.  Parkman  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Reference  to  the  same  committee  of  an  order  to 
prohibit  coasting  on   the  Common,   except  from 
Monument  Hill  to  the  Parade  Ground.  Concurred. 
Nominations  and  Elections. 

Reports  of  nominating  committees,  with  cer- 
tificates of  elections,  were  received  from  the 
other  branch  and  acted  on  as  follows: 

Trusted  of  fublic  Library.  Report  nominat- 
ing and  certificate  of  election  of  Alderman 
O'Brien  and  Councilman  Pratt  as  Trustees  of  the 
Public  Library. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11  moved  to  proceed  to  a 
ballot. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— Do  not  those  officers 
require  to  be  elected  by  ballot,  and  do  not  the 
nominations  have  to  be  laid  over? 

The  President— The  Chair  knows  of  no  rule  re- 
quiring these  elections  by  ballot.  Elections  of 
salaried  officers  are  required  to  be  by  ballot. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  move  that  these  gen- 
tlemen be  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Parkman— I  think  it  better  for  the  Council 
to  adhere  to  their  usual  custom  of  electing  all 
these  officers  by  ballot.  It  will  take  a  little  loug- 
er,  to  be  sure,  but  it  is  a  rule  that  will  work  well 
in  all  cases  and  then  there  will  be  no  discrimina- 
tion. I  hope  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  14  will  not  prevail.  If  it  does  not  prevail 
I  shall  move  to  proceed  to  ballot. 

The  President— It  can  be  passed  over  if  -t  is  de- 
batable. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  AVheeler  of  Ward  10,  the  mat- 
ter was  passed  over  under  the  rule. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  Wheeler  withdrew  his 
request  that  the  election  be  passed  over. 

Mr.  Lauten  withdrew  his  motion  to  declare  the 
nominees  elected. 

Mr.  Wharton, s  motion  to  proceed  to  ballot  was 
carried.  Committee— Messrs.  Wharton  of  Ward 
11,  Pope  of  Ward  9  and  Bogle  of  Ward  8. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 43 

Necessary  for  choice 22 

Hugh  O'  Brien  had 42 

Joseph  Caldwell .' 1 

Charles  E  Pratt 43 

Messrs.  O'Brien  and  Pratt  were  elected  in  con- 
currence. 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries.  Report  nom- 
inating Alderman  Breck  and  Council  men  Park- 
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man  and  C.  F.  Doherty  as  Directors  of  East  Bos- 
ton Ferries,  and  certificate  of  the  election  of  the 
above  as  such  directors  except  Councilman 
C.  F.  Doherty,  in  whose  place  Councilman  Lovell 
was  chosen. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  the  Council 
voted  to  proceed  to  an  election.  Committee- 
Messrs.  Lauten  of  Ward  14,  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16 
and  Child  of  Ward  17. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 61 

Necessary  for  a  choice 31 

Charles  H.  B  Breck  had 61 

Henry  Parkman 56 

Cornelius  F.  Doherty 24 

Clarence  P.  Lovell 37 

Messrs.  Breck,  Parkman  and  Lovell  were  elect- 
ed in  concurreuce. 

Managers  of  the  Old  South  Association.  Report 
nominating  and  certificate  of  the  election  of  Al- 
derman O'Brien  and  Councilman  Child  as  mana- 
gers of  the  Old  South  Association. 
The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  the 
Council  voted  to  proceed  to  a  ballot.  Committee 
—Messrs.  Parkman  of  Ward  9,  Swan  of  Ward  24, 
and  Brimbecom  of  Ward  18. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 50 

Necessary  to  a  choice 26 

Hugh  O'Brien  had 50 

Dudley  R.  Child 47 

Arthur  F.  Means 1 

Not  eligible 4 2 

Messrs.  O'Brien  and  Child  were  elected  in  con- 
currence. 

Directors  for  Public  Institutions.  Report  nom- 
inating-and  certificate  of  the  election  of  Alder- 
man Viles  and  Councilmen  Devlin  and  Bigelow 
as  Directors  for  Public  Institutions. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  the  Council 
voted  to  proceed  to  an  election.  Committee- 
Messrs.  Barry  of  Ward  16,  Emery  of  Ward  18  and 
McLaughlin  of  Ward  7: 

Whole  number  of  ballots 60 

Necessarv  for  a  choice 31 

Clinton  Viles  bad 60 

Thomas  H.  Devlin 36 

Austin  Bigelow 55 

Howard  Clapp 21 

Scattering 4 

Messrs.  Viles,  Devlin  and  Bigelow  were  elected 
in  concurreuce. 

Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery.  Report  nomi- 
nating and  certificate  of  the  election  of  Alderman 
Whitten  and  Councilmen  Lauten  and  Brown  as 
Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Viles  of  Ward  8  the  Council  voted 
to  proceed  to  an  election.  Committee — Messrs. 
Viles  of  Ward  8,  Gomez  of  Ward  13  and  Ford  of 
Ward  17. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 52 

Necessary  for  a  choice 27 

Charles  V.  Whitteu  had 52 

Albert  F.  Lauten 49 

Albert  S.  Brown 49 

Scattering 4 

1  ballot  for  i'xustees  of  City  Hospital  not  counted. 
Messrs.  Whitten,  Lauten  and  Brown  wera  elect- 
ed in  concurrence. 

Trustees  of  City  Hospital.— Report  nominating 
and  certificate  of  the  election  of  Alderman 
Tucker  and  Councilman  Hilton  as  Trustees  of  the 
City  Hospital. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Hosley  of  Ward  15,  the  Council 
pioceeded  to  an  election.  Committee — Messrs. 
Cronin  of  Ward  12,  Bartlett  of  Ward  15,  and  Pow- 
ers of  Ward  13. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 56 

Necessary  for  a  choice 29 

Joseph  A.  Tucker  had 56 

John  P.  Hilton  had 56 

Messrs.  Tucker  and  Hilton  were  elected  in  con- 
currence. 

Joint  Rules  and  Orders. 
Notice  of  concurrence  with  the  Council  in  adop- 
tion of  the  .ioint  rules,  and  of  the  reference 
by  that  branch  to  the  Committee  on  Joint  Rules, 
of  the  20th  of  said  rules  with  the  proposed 
amendment. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  presume  the  only  thing  to  be 
done  by  the  Council  is  to  concur,  inasmuch  as  the 
Aldermen  have  agreed  with  us  on  the  other  rules, 
and  I  move  that  that  action  be  taken.  If  that 
motion  prevails  I  shall  move  to  suspend  the  rules 
in  order  that  I  may  offer  an  order  to  Instruct  the 
co  mmittee. 


The  Council  concurred  in  the  reference. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended and  he  offered  an  order— That  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Rules  and  Orders  be  instructed  to 
examine  and  report  what  changes  or  additions,  if 
any,  are  required  in  the  joint  rules  of  the  City 
Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  merely  explain  that 
this  is  the  usual  order  aiway6  submitted  to  the 
committee.  This  is  the  first  meeting  after  the 
joining  of  the  committee,  and  the  order  is  offered 
in  the  usual  manner. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  think  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  is  on  that  Committee  on  Joint 
Rules,  and  he  brings  in  that  order  at  as  late 
hour  as  tnis.  If  the  gentleman  is  on  the  commit- 
tee, he  can  propose  any  change  in  the  committee 
he  sees  fit.  I  move  this  order  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  have  simply  offered  the  usual 
order.  I  believe  the  committee,  unless  instruct- 
ed, cannot  of  their  own  motion,  make  or  propose 
any  alterations.  This  order  was  introduced  at 
the  first  meeting  of  the  year,  and  failed  to  take 
effect  because  the  Aldermen  never  joined  the 
committee  with  us.  It  is  the  usual  order  instruct- 
ing the  committee  to  report  necessary  changes. 

Mr.  Rosnosky— It  might  have  been  the  custom 
and  the  joint  rules  might  have  been  adopted  if 
the  gentleman  had  n't  delayed  all  the  business 
four  weeks. 

The  motion  to  table  was  lost. 

The  order  was  passed. 

PROBATION  OFFICER'S  RBPORT. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Probation  Officer  (City 
Doc.  11)  was  received  and  sent  up. 
Number  of  persons  remaining  on  probation,  Jan. 

1,1880 106 

Number  placed  on  probation  during  the  year 418 

024 

Number  of  cases  disposed  of  during  the  year 376 

Number  remaining  on  probation  Dec.  31.  1880 148 

524 
Result  of  Cases  Disposed  of. 

Done  well  and  discharged,  or  cases  dismissed 253 

Sent  to  country  homes,  cases  laid  on  file 63 

Sent  to  charity  homes,  cases  laid  on  file.. 10 

Sent  to  sea,  cases  laid  on  file 9 

335 

Surrendered  Hack  to  court  as  incorrigible 38 

Left  the   city  —  whereabouts   unknown,   and   de- 
faulted       3 

41 
Nativity,  etc  ,  in  Cases  Disposed  of. 

Larcenies 101 

Simple  drunkenness 96 

Assault  and  battery 48 

Night  walking 46 

Common  drunkenness 40 

Embezzlement 9 

Idle  and  disorderly 9 

Violation  of  city  ordinance 5 

Shop  breaking 5 

Disturbing  the  peace 5 

Shoplifting 4 

Receiving  stolen  goods 2 

False  pretences 2 

Common  begging 2 

Malicious  mischief 1 

Keeping  noisy  house 1 

376 
Nature  of  Offences  in  Cases  Disposed  of. 

Males 246 

Females 1 30 

American  born 174 

Foreigners 202 

Under  '25  years  of  age 181 

First  offences  (as  far  as  known) 341 

Court  Work,  Visits,  Investigations,  Etc. 

Days  in  attendance  at  the  Superior  Court 10& 

Davs  in   attendance  at  the  Central  Municipal 

Court 302 

Days  in  attendance  at  the  outer  District  Courts. .      83 
Visits  at  the  city  prison  (usually  every  morning).    348 

Visits  at  the  homes  of  persons  on  probation 574 

Visits  at  my  office  by  persons  on  probation 614 

Number  of  cases  Investigated  during  the  year. .  .1,934 
Cases  where  persons  have  been  assisted  to  some 

employment 36 

Number  of  persons  who  have  taken  the  temper- 
ance pledge 117 

Amount  of  bail  furnished  for  pers:.  3  pro- 
bated  g43.305.00 

Expenditures  in  sending  persons  to  country 

homes 40.94 

Costs  paid  to  court  clerks  by  persons  dis- 
charged       1,081.96 

Applications  to  county  commissioners  in- 
vestigated    15 

Persons  released  on  probation  by  county 
commissioners 
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Moral  Improvement. 

In  reviewing  tlie  work  of  the  past  year  I  have 
offered  a  carefully  prepared  estimate  of  the  ad- 
vantages derived  bv  the  Government  from  pro- 
bation in  a  financial  point  of  view;  but  I  regret 
that  I  cannot  report  to  you  in  detail  the  many 
cases  of  deep  interest,  with  the  most  encouraging 
results,  that  have  fallen  under  my  observation 
—cases  not  only  where  poverty  and  want  abide, 
but  where  wealth  and  luxury  abound;  but  it  often 
happens  that  the  convicted  criminal  suffers  much 
less  than  innocent  relatives  and  friends,  and 
where  reformation  has  begun  its  work  no  good 
could  result,  and  it  would  be  unjust  and  cruel  to 
again  bring  the  case  to  the  notice  of  the  public, 
and  open  afresh  the  wounds  that  have  sunk  so 
deep  in  innocent  hearts. 

As  was  expected,  some  have  proved  incorrigi- 
ble, and  have  been  surrendered  back  to  the  cus- 
tody of  courts  for  sentence.  But  many  men  and 
women,  among  them  heads  of  families,  who  were 
intemperate  and  profligate,  have  become  sober 
and  industrious;  some,  who  under  evil  influences 
have  committed  minor  offences  are  now  engaged 
in  useful  employment  and  doing  well,  while 
others,  who,  from  ill  health  or  other  disability, 
were  incapacitated  to  care  for  themselves,  have 
found  shelter  in  charity  homes.  Sailors  have 
been  sent  to  sea  instead  of  to  prison,  and  many 
young  nersons,  most  of  them  females,  who  had 
been  led  to  take  their  first  step  in  crime,  have 
been  restored  to  parents  and  friends,  at  country 
homes. 

In  a  word,  of  the  three  hundred  and  seventy- six 
persons  whose  cases  have  been  disposed  of  the 
past  year,  three  hundred  and  thirty-five,  or  eighty- 
nine  per  cent,  of  ihe  whole,  have  so  conducted 
themselves  as  to  merit  the  approval  of  the  magis- 
trates before  whom  they  were  tried,  and  have 
been  honorably  discharged,  or  had  their  cases 
dismissed  or  placed  on  file;  and  with  many  of 
them  there  is  reasonable  hope  that,  good  results 
may  reach  farther  and  deeper  than  can  at  pres- 
ent be  known,— results  with  which  no  financial 
consideration  can  compare. 

In  concluding  this  report  I  desire  to  express  my 
warmest  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Police  De- 
partment, to  the  officers  of  the  courts  and  pris- 
ons, and  to  the  many  kind  ladies  and  gentlemen 
who  have  rendered  me  material  aid  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  duties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 
Edwakd  H.  Savage. 

WEIGHTS    AND     MEASUBES. 

The  annual  report  (City  Doc.  10)  of  the  Sealer 
of  Weights  and  Measures  was  received  and  sent 
up. 

The  force  in  this  department  consists  of  one 
sealer  and  four  deputy  sealers,  and  the  amount  of 
work  which  has  been  performed  by  them  during 
the  past  year  will  appear  in  the  following  report: 
The  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  financial  year  1879  and  1880, 

on  hand  Jan.  1, 1880,  was 81,427.31 

Tne  appropriation   for  the    financial  year 
1880a'nd  1881  was 6,900.00 

Total  amount 88,327.31 

Clussijiculion  of  Expenses. 

Salaries #5,559.83 

Teaming 400.50 

Tools,  hardware,  etc  110.79 

Stationery 72.07 

Printing  and  printing  stock 209.70 

Advertising 18  03 

Directory  and  newspaper 15.75 

Ferry  tolls  and  car  fares 4.85 

Balance  to  sinking  fund 34 

Total  expenditures,  from  Jan.  1,   1880,  to 
Jan.  1,1881 80,452.52 

Unexpended  balance  on  hand,  Jan.  1, 1881.81,874.79 
xontof  the  Department  from  Jan.  1, 1880,  to  Jon. 
1,  1881. 
Total  number  of  scales  tested  from  Jan.  1,1880, 

to  Jan.  1,  1881 8,603 

Total  number  of  weights  tested  from  Jan.  1, 

1880,  to  Jan.  1, 1881 31,719 

Total  number  of  dry  measures  tested  from  Jan. 

1,  1880,  to  Jan.  1.  1881 3,075 

Total  number  of  wet  measures  tested  from  Jan. 

1,  1880,  to  Jan.  1,  1881 4,965 

Total  number  of  yard  sticks  tested  from  Jan.  1, 

1880,  to  Jan.  1.  1881 1,747 

Total  number  nf  charcoal  baskets  tested  from 

Jan.  1,  1880  to  Jan.  1, 1881 33 

Total  number  of  grain  tubs  tested  from  Jan.  1, 

1880,  to  Jan.  1,  1881 20 

Total  number  of  salt  tuns  tested  from  Jan.  1 

1880,  to  Jan.  1,1881 4 

Total    number  of  aunes  tested    from  Jan.  1, 

1880,  to  Jan.  1, 1881 3 


Total   number  of   metres  tested   from  Jan.  1, 
1880,  to  Jan.  1,  1881 1 

REQUESTED     ADDITIONAL     APPIIOPRI  ATION.S      FOB 
SCHOOL  EXPENSES. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston,  ) 

Office  of  Accounts, 
School  Committee,  Jan.  21, 1881. ) 
To  the  School  Committee  of  the  City  of  Boston 
—The  Committee  on  Accounts  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee respectfully  represents  that  its  estimates 
of  expenditures  required  to  carry  on  the  public 
schools  for  the  current  financial  year,  presented 
to  the  City  Government,  Feb.  17,  1880,  were  as  fol- 
lows: For  salaries  of  school  instructors,  $1,124,- 
570;  for  salaries  of  officers,  $45,320;  for  school  ex- 
penses (including  $15,000  for  the  establishment  of 
an  industrial  school),  $273,350;  total,  $1,443,246. 
The  amount  appropriated  by  the  City  Council  was 
as  follows:  For  salaries  of  instructors,  $1,050,000; 
of  officers,  $44,00f';  school  expenses,  $240,000;  total, 
$1,334,000;  reduction  by  the  City  Council,  $109,246. 
The  committee  used  the  greatest  care  in  making 
up  its  estimates  for  the  year,  taking  the  number 
of  teachers  of  the  various  grades  as  allowed  by 
the  rules,  and  calculating  the  exact  amount  to  be 
paid  to  each  at  the  salaries  established  by  the 
School  Board.  The  amount  deducted  from  the 
salaries  of  instructors  was  $74,570.  To  offset  this 
reduction,  the  School  Committee  reduced  the  sal- 
aries of  assistants  in  elementary  evening  schools 
twenty- five  per  cent.,  effecting  a  saving  thereby 
of  about  $5500.  The  number  ot  sessions  in  the 
evening  drawing  schools  was  reduced  from  four 
to  three  evenings  per  week,  thereby  causing  a 
saving  of  twenty-five  per  cent.,  equal  to  about 
$2300;  total  reduction  by  the  School  Board  from 
the  estimates  presented,  $7800.  Since  the  reor- 
ganization of  the  School  Board,  five  years  ago, 
the  salaries  of  the  regular  instructors  have  been 
twice  reduced,  and  this  year  the  School  Commit- 
tee was  almost  unanimous  against  a  further  re- 
duction. The  City  Auditor  has  refused  to  pay 
the  instructor  of  military  drill  and  armorer  their 
salaries  since  Aug.  1,  1880.  The  amount  that  will 
be  doe  them  at  the  close  of  the  financial  year  will 
be  $1336,  and,  if  not  paid  this  year,  it  is  probable 
that  provision  will  have  to  be  made  for 
its  payment  next  year.  The  amount  de- 
ducted from  the  salaries  of  officers  was  $1320. 
The  estimates  included  the  salaries  of  four 
supervisors  only,  in  accordance  with  the  rules 
then  existing;  but,  owing  to  the  reorganization  of 
the  primary  schools,  the  views  of  the  committee 
changed,  and  it  voted  to  employ  six  supervisors, 
which  required  an  expenditure  over  the  estimates 
of  $7560.  This  amount,  in  addition  to  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  reduction  made  on  this  item,  will  be 
required.  The  amount  deducted  from  school  ex- 
penses was  $33,350,  but  as  $15,000  of  this  amount 
was  for  the  establishment  of  an  industrial  school 
(which  was  not  established),  the  reduction  virtu- 
ally amonnted  to  $18,350.  As  the  amount  required 
lor  school  books  is  much  less  than  was  expected, 
the  committee  hoped  that  the  school  expenses  ac- 
count could  be  confined  to  the  appropriation 
granted;  but  the  expense  for  fuel  largely  exceeds 
its  estimate,  and  that,  in  addition  to  expenses  in- 
cidental to  the  occupancy  of  the  new  high-school 
building  (which  requires  some  1000  to  1200  tons  of 
coal  annually,  at  a  cost  of  about  $6000),  necessi- 
tates an  additional  amount.  The  School  Committee 
has  collected  and  paid  to  the  City  Treasurer,  thus 
far  during  the  present  financial  year,  for  supplies 
furnished  pupils,  $37,838.37.  In  addition  to  this 
amount  the  City  Collector  has  received  during 
the  same  time,  $5866.45,  making  a  total  of  $43,- 
704.81  collected  this  year  from  pupils  for  materi- 
als furnished  them  by  the  city.  The  income  re- 
ceived by  the  City  Treasurer  on  account  of  school 
expenditures  thus  far  this  year  has  been  as  fol- 
lows: Books  and  materials  furnished  pupils,  $43,- 
704.81;  non-resident  and  deaf  mute  pupils  (six 
months),  $3841.60;  non-resident  and  other  pupils 
(six  months),  $2430.39;  trust  funds  and  other 
sources,  $12,806.80,  making  a  total  income  to  Jan. 
21  of  $62,789.66;  estimate  of  additional  income  to 
be  received  from  Jan.  21  to  May  1,  $9000;  piobable 
income  for  the  year,  $71 ,789.06.  In  making  up  its 
estimates,  the  Committee  on  Accounts  estimated 
the  income  to  be  as  follows:  Non-residents,  State 
and  city,  $10,000;  trust  funds  and  other  sources, 
$10,000;  total,  $20,000;  surplus  Income  over  the 
amount  estimated,  $51,789. 66.  The  committee  de- 
sires to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that,  in  making 
up  the  cost  of  the  schools,  no  allowance  is  made 
tor  income  returned  to  the  city  treasury.  For  in- 
stance, about  $50,000  will  be  charged  for  books* 
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this  year,  when  in  reality  the  cost  to  the  city 
will  be  less  than  $25,000,  owing  to  over  $25,000 
having  been  returned  in  part  payment  for  the 
same.  This  is  equally  true  of  other  material  fur- 
nished. In  the  case  of  the  Deaf  Mute  School,  the 
whole  cost  ($9544.83)  last  year  was  charged  to  the 
School  Department,  although  the  State  paid 
$7880.34,  nearly  the  whole  expense  of  the  school. 
In  justice  to  the  School  Board,  we  would  respect- 
fully suggest  that  the  City  Council  be  requested 
to  cause  in  future  the  income  received,  which 
amounted,  last  year,  to  $49,837.28,  and  this  year 
will  probably  amount  to  $71,789.06,  making  a  total 
for  the  two  years  of  $121,626.94,  to  be  deducted 
from  the  total  expenses,  thereby  showing  the 
actual  cost  of  the  schools.  With  these  explana- 
tions, the  Committee  on  Accounts  respectfully  re- 
quests that  the  City  Council  be  petitioned  to 
make  an  additional  app  -opriation  of  $79,850  for 
school  expenditures,  which  amount  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  carry  on  the  schools  for  the  remainder 
of  the  financial  year,  as  follows:  For  salaries  of 
instructors, $66,000;  of  officers,$8470; school  expens- 
es, $5380;  total  appropriation  required,  $79,850.  If 
the  above  appropriation  is  granted,  the  amount  al- 
lowed for  the  year  will  be  a  reductiou  from  the 
original  estimates  of  $29,390,  a  reduction  from 
the  amount  granted  last  year  of  $4283,  a  reduction 
of  the  amount  spent  last  year  of  $3002.  As  the 
Income  will  be  $51,789.66  more  than  estimated,  the 
amount  really  to  be  provided  will  be  $28,060.34, 
which  is  a  saving  from  the  estimates  presented 
last  February  of  $81,185.66;  a  portion  of  this  ap- 
propriation is  needed  by  March  1,  otherwise  no 
money  will  be  available  for  the  salaries  of  officers. 
In  accordance  with  the  preceding  communication 
the  committee  respectfully  recommends  the  pas- 
sage of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  this  communication  be  forward- 
ed to  the  City  Council,  and  that  it  be  respectfully 
requested  to  make  the  appropriation  needed  as 
therein  stated. 

For  the  Committee  on  Accounts, 

F.  Lyman  Winship,  Chairman. 

In  School  Committ.ee,  Boston,  Jan.  25, 1881. 

Accepted  and  the  order  passed. 

Phineas  Bates,  Jr.,  Secretary. 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  In 
struction,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11. 
Sent  up. 

I  ETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— Petition  of  John 
C.  Hennessey,  to  be  compensated  for  injuries  re- 
ceived by  alleged  carelessness  of  servants  of  the 
city  at  Savin  Hill.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee 
on  Improved  Sewerage.    Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Devlin  ot  Ward  13— Petition  of  Maggie 
Keefe,  for  compensation  for  damages  by  defects 
in  Beacon  street;  J.  Frohock  &  Co.,  for  compen- 
sation for  damages  received.  Severally  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims.    Sent  up. 

LEGISLATIVE     MATTERS. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  submitted  the  first  re- 
port (City  Doc.  13)  of  the  Committee  on  Legisla- 
tive Matter*.     Accepted.    Sent  up. 

THE     BUILDING     LAWS. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters,to  whom 
was  referred  the  order  instructing  the  Mayor  to 
petition  for  an  amendment  to  chapter  197,  acts 
of  1880,  having  considered  the  subject,  respect- 
fully recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order,  it  being  a  new  draft  of  the  orderwhich 
was  referred  to  the  commiitee. 

For  the  Committee, 

Henry  Parkman. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court,  now  in  session, 
to  so  amend  chapter  197  of  the  acts  of  1880,  that 
it  shall  not  apply  to  buildings  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. 

Order  passed.  Subsequently  Mr.  Parkman 
moved  a  reconsideration,hoplng  it  would  not  pre- 
vail.   Lost.    Sent  up. 

ICE  IN  SOUTH  BAY  CHANNEL. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  7  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Harbor,  who 
were  directed  to  consider  what  means  should  be 
adopted  for  breaking  up  the  ice  in  South  Bay 
Channel,  having  given  the  subject  their  atten- 
tion, would  respectfully  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  following  order. 
,  For  the  Committee, 

John  Doherty. 


Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Harbor  be  authorized  to  make  necessary  ar- 
rangements for  breaking  up  the  ice  in  the  harbor 
to  allow  the  passage  of  vessels  therein,  the  ex- 
pense incurred  thereby,  not  exceeding  $1200,  to 
De  charged  to  the  Appropriation  for  Harbor. 

Order  passed.  Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  7  moved  a 
reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost.    Sent  up. 

COASTING     ON      THE     COMMON  —  THE      PROPOSED 
FOOT-BRIDGES. 

Among  the  papers  from  the  other  branch  was 
one  of  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  of 
an  order  for  a  transfer  from  the  Reserved  Fund 
of  $1500  for  the  construction  of  foot-bridges  on 
the  Common. 

This  paper  was  passed  over  as  among  de- 
batable matters,  in  regular  routine,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Whitmore. 

The  subject  was  again  considered  later  in  the 
session,  the  question  being  on  concurrence  in  the 
reference. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  move  to  lay  upon 
the  table,  because  we  still  have  considerable  be- 
fore us  tonight,  and  as  it  brought  out  so  much 
eloquence  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  I  presume 
we  shall  have  some  speeches  here.  I  do  not  think 
we  ought  to  refer  it  to  the  Finance  Committee 
unless  we  decide  that  we  want  it.  I  hope  some 
reason  for  the  passage  of  the  order  will  be  given. 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  referring 
the  order  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  is  perfectly  true,  that  is  the 
technical  question ;  but  this  matter  ought  not  to 
be  referred  to  that  committee  until  the  Council 
shall  have  decided  it  desires  to  pass  the  order. 
The  merits  of  the  question  ought  to  be  considered 
before  it  is  re  I  erred.  We  have  seen  the 
lively  interest  taken  by  a  great  many  of 
our  best  citizens  in  the  coasting  on  the 
Common  and  the  putting  up  of  bridges.  There 
are  many  reasons  which  would  lead  persons  to 
vote  against  the  measure,  and  no  doubt  many  to 
lead  others  to  vote  for  it.  So  far  as  I  can  judge, 
the  expense  is  unnecessary,  and  I  should  oppose 
the  passage  of  the  order;  and  especially  I  should 
object  to  its  being  sent  off  on  a  side  issue  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  who  naturally  would 
report  that  the  city  was  able  to  raise  $1500,  and 
would  provide  some  way  of  doing  so.  To  ascer- 
tain the  sense  ot  the  Council  whether  or  not  it  is 
necessary  to  put  up  the  bridges,  I  move  to  lay 
the  matter  on  the  table.  As  I  understand,  the 
putting  up  of  bridges  creates  an  additional  dan- 
ger, both  to  the  bystanders  and  coasters.  -We 
have  got  along  with  two  or  three  bridges,  and  the 
reason  claimed  for  putting  in  a  request  for  this 
money  is  that  it  is  to  be  a  permanent  thing.  I  do 
not  think  that  is  a  sufficient  argument.  The  city 
put  up  one  or  two  bridges  in  1875,  and  we  have 
had  open  winters  ever  since,  and  the  bridges  have 
probably  been  cut  up  for  kindling  wood.  It  will 
be  an  unnecessary  expense  to  keep  them  in  order, 
and  store  them  for  several  years,  and  it  seems  to 
me  we  ought  to  send  up  ro  Mr.  Vennor  and  see 
whether  the  weather  is  going  to  warrant  us  in 
this  expenditure. 

Mr.  Parkman — I  hope  the  order  will  not  be  laid 
on  the  table.  The  subject  of  coasting  on  the 
Common  has  been  very  much  discussed  within 
the  last  few  weeks.  It  has  been  before  the  Com- 
tee  on  Common  .once  or  twice;  they  have  given  it 
careful  consideration  and  referred  it  to  a  sub- 
committee (of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a 
member  with  one  other  member  of  this  Council) 
with  full  power  to  insure  the  safety  of  persons 
crossing  the  Common.  Few  members  of  the 
Council  who  remember  the  days  when  they  were 
boys  will  wish  the  privilege  they  possessed  at 
that  time,  in  being  allowed  to  coast  on  the 
Common,  not  continued  to  their  descendants.  It 
is  the  misfortune  of  this  and  every  other  great 
city  that  the  boys  have  very  little  chaace  for  ex- 
ercise or  indulgence  in  those  sports  to  which 
people  living  in  the  country  have  free  aocess.  It 
seems  desirable  that  coasting  should  be  allowed 
on  Boston  Common ;  but  at  the  same  time,  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  City  Government  to  take  every 
reasonable  precaution  to  protect  those  other 
members  of  the  community  who  do  not  desire 
to  indulge  in  these  sports,  but  who 
are  crossing  the  Common  on  business 
or  pleasure.  It  is  well  known  that  under 
the  law  as  laid  down  by  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  the  city  of  Boston  is  not  liable  for  any  ac- 
cidents from  coasting  on  the  Common,  or  for  an 
accident  of  whatsoever  nature  to  persons  cross- 


.JANUARY       27.       1881. 


47 


ing  it.  Therefore  the  committee  desire  to  take 
every  precaution  they  can  to  insure  protection  to 
life  and  limb.  For  some  years  it  has  been  the 
custom  to  erect  temporary  bridges,  which  were 
allowed  to  be  taken  away  at  the  end  of  the  year 
by  the  person  putting  tbem  up.  The  result  has 
been  that  almost  all  the  accidents  happen 
in  the  interregnum,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  be 
tween  the  going  out  of  the  old  Government  and 
the  formation  of  the  committees  by  the  new  Gov- 
ernment, when  there  was  no  one  in  authority  to 
take  such  measures.  The  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
assumed  the  authority  to  order  the  erection  ot 
the  present  bridges,  which  action  the  committee 
confirmed.  We  desire  to  have  in  the  possession 
of  the  city  permanent  bridges  which  can  be 
taken  down  at  the  end  of  the  season  and 
stored  under  the  direction  of  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Common  where  he  can  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  winter  put  them  up  as  soon 
as  occasion  requires,  without  any  specific  order 
from  the  committee.  The  bridges  have  been  de- 
signed by  the  city  architect,  and  though  very 
simple  are  better  looking  than  tbe  present  un- 
gainly structures.  I  hope  the  order  will  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Finance  Committee,  so  that  we 
may  protect  the  coast  and  as  much  as  possible 
the  people  crossing  Boston  Common. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  am  opposed  to  this 
expenditure,  and  therefore  hope  the  motion  to 
table  will  prevail.  I  will  not  detain  the  Council 
by  repeating  the  reasons  given  bv  the  gentleman 
from  "Ward  12,  though  there  are  other  reasons 
which  might  be  given,  and  which  I  think  are  suf- 
ficient. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  dislike  very  much 
to  oppose  a  report  made  by  such  a  committee  as 
the  Committee  o:;  Common;  but  I  must  say  I 
agree  with  the  gentlemen  from  Wards  12  and  10. 
The  reasons  why  it  should  not  be  referred,  stated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  are  extremely 
good.  But  there  are  additional  reasons,  and 
some  of  them  are  these:  In  the  first  place  I  do 
not  understand  that  coasting  accidents  on  the  Com- 
mon are  caused  to  people  passing  by.  My  under- 
standing is  that  very  few  people  passing  through 
the  Common  are  injured.  Most  of  the  severe  acci- 
dents, as  i  have  read  in  the  papers,  are  to  the 
boys  themselves.  They  arise  from  one  boy  run- 
ning into  another,  from  double-runners  runnim:; 
into  single  sleds,  and  from  boys  losing  control 
of  their  sleds  and  sliding  int-j  trees.  Now,  sir,  I 
should  consider  the  bridges  very  dangerous- 
worse  than  tbe  trees.  In  the  first  place  they  come 
nearer  the  centre  of  the  track.  Moreover,  as  far 
as  I  can  see,  I  do  not  think  that  the 
people  who  cross  the  paths  on  the  Com- 
mon use  the  bridges  at  all.  They  generally 
watch  their  chance  to  walk  across  the  coast,  as 
they  would  if  there  were  no  bridges  there;  or 
they  mount  the  bridge  and  stand  there  looking 
at  the  coasting  from  above,  notwithstanding  the 
notice  that  no  persons  shall  stand  there,  as  the 
bridge  is  insecure.  I  doubt  if  such  bridges  on 
the  Common  can  be  made  anything  but  an  eye- 
sore. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  suggest  that 
the  question  is  upon  laying  the  order  on  the 
table, 

Mr.  Wharton— I  accept  the  suggestion  of  the 
Chair;  but  I  understood  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  advanced  reasons  why  this  order  should 
not  be  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee  and 
should  be  laid  on  the  table.  In  addition  to  that 
he  gave  certain  other  reasons  against  the  adop- 
tion ot  such  a  measure,  and  I  have  ventured  to 
give  certain  others. 

The  President— Because  the  Chair  omitted  to 
call  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  to  order  is  no 
reason  for  not  calling  the  gentleman's  attention 
to  the  rule. 

Mr.  Wharton— I  beg  to  say  that  I  hope  the  mo  - 
tion  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— I  hope  this  motion 
will  not  prevail,  because  it  will  leave  the  question 
of  coasting  on  the  Common  unsettled,  and  be- 
cause I  think  we  ought  to  have  those  bridges 
ready.  Another  season,  the  same  question  as  to 
coasting  will  come  up  in  the  same  wav  that  it  has 
this  year.  It  generally  begins  at  th'o  time  when 
the  old  City  Government  is  going  out  and  before 
the  new  one  gets  organized.  There  will  be  the 
same  difficulty  year  after  year;  unless  we  have 
these  bridges  they  cannot  be  put  up.  If  it  is 
desired  to  stop  coasting  entirely,  that  is  another 
matter,  but  I  hope  it  will  not  be  done. 

The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  was  lost. 


Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  specially  assign  co  the 
first  meeting  in  December,  in  order  that  the  mer- 
its ot  the  nji>in  question  might  be  debated  pend- 
ing reference.  By  December  they  would  be  able 
to  tell  what  kind"  of  a  winter  they  are  going  to 
have  by  the  aid  of  Mr.  Vennor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  the  main 
question  was  ordered. 

The  Council  concurred  in  the  reference  to  the 
Finance  Committee. 

Mr.  Parkman  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

THE  WARD  NINETEEN  CONTESTED-ELECTION  CASE. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11  submitted  the  follow- 
ing (City  D<  c.  14):  The  Standing  Committee  on 
Elections,  to  whom  was  relerred  the  petition  of 
Christopher  J.  Spenceley,  contesting  the  election 
of  Jeremiah  J.  McNamara,  one  of  the  sitting 
members  of  the  Common  Council  from  Ward  19, 
having  considered  the  subject,  respectfully  sub- 
mit the  following  report: 

It  appeared  from  the  returns  of  the  precinct 
officers  that  Christopher  J.  Spenceley  received 
978  votes  for  representative  to  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, and  that  Jeremiah  J.  McNamara  received  969 
for  the  same  position.  It  moreover  appeared 
from  ibe  returns  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  that 
they  had,  upon  a  recount,  rejected  seventy-three 
votes  for  Mr.  Spenceley  and  three  votes  tor  Mr. 
McNamara,  tbe  former  being  rejected  on  the  ad- 
vice of  the  City  Solicitor,  for  the  reason  that 
there  was  no  designation  of  any  office  which  it 
was  intended  that  Mr.  Spenceley  "should  fill.  The 
simple  question  is  whether  these  seventy  three 
votes  shall  be  estimated  in  the  number  cast  for 
Mr.  Spenceley.  If  they  are  so  estimated,  Mr. 
Spenceley  received  more  votes  than  Mr.  McNa- 
mara, and  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Common 
Council  for  the  year  1881;  otherwise,  Mr.  Spence- 
lev  received  less  votes  than  Mr.  McNamara,  and, 
therefore,  Mr.  McNamara  is  entitled  to  that 
seat. 

In  determining  this  question  it  has  been  the 
endeavor  of  the  committee  to  ascertain,  as  far  as 
possible,  not  only  from  the  appearance  of  the 
seventy-three  rejected  tickets  upon  which  the 
name  of  Mr.  Spenceley  appeared,  but  also  from 
the  circumstances  accompanying  the  casting  of 
the  votes  in  question,  what  the  intentions  of  the 
persons  who  placed  them  in  the  ballot-box  were; 
and  in  order  to  do  this  the  committee  have  ex- 
amined the  ballots  cast  in  the  election  with  some 
care,  and  have  also  heard  the  parties  represented 
by  their  counsel,  and  received  such  extraneous 
evidence  as  the  committee  thought  competent 
upon  the  subject.  In  doing  this  the  committee 
considered  that  they  were  but  properly  perform- 
ing their  duties  as  a  judicial  as  distinguished 
from  a  simply  canvassing  body.  [See  Cooley, 
Constitutional  Limitations,  4th  ed.,  764.  McCrary 
on  Elections,  2d  ed.,  §  410.  The  People  vs.  Love, 
«3  Barb.,  535.  The  People  vs.  Peese,  27  N.  Y.,  64. 
Beardstown  vs.  Virginia,  76  111.,  34.]  The  argu- 
ments of  counsel  and  the  evidence  are  submitted 
in  the  Appendix  to  this  report. 

From  an  inspection  of  the  ballots  cast,  and 
upon  a  hearing  of  the  evidence  and  the  argu- 
ments, it  appeared  that  all  the  officers  which  the 
voters  of  Ward  19  were  entitled  to  vote  for  at 
this  election  were  voted  for  upon  the  rejected 
tickets  under  clear  designations  of  the  positions 
which  they  were  intended  to  fill,  with  the  excep- 
tion only  that  there  was  no  designation  of  tbe 
office  of  Common  Councilman;  that  the  persons 
voted  for,  for  the  different  offices,  were  respec- 
tively separated  upon  ihe  rejected  tickets  into 
groups  by  a  couple  of  lines  above  and  below; 
that  Mr.  Spenceley's  name  was  in  one  of  the  sub- 
divisions thus  made,  together  with  two  other 
names,  and  for  these  three  names  no 
office  whatever  was  designated;  that  the 
number  of  names  in  this  group  corre- 
sponded to  the  number  of  representatives  to  the 
Common  Council  which  Ward  19  was  entitled  to 
under  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth;  that  of 
these  three  names  two  were  printed  uoon  the 
rejected  tickets;  the  third,  the  upper  one"  of  the 
list,  which  was  that  of  Mr.  Spenceley,  was  printed 
upon  a  bit  of  paper  which  had  been  pasted  upon 
the  face  of  the  rejected  tickets  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  cover  their  surface  from  a  line  immediately 
preceded  by  the  name  of  the  person  voted  for  as 
Street  Commissioner  to  the  second  name  In  its 
own  group;  that  the  three  persons  whose  names 
thus  appeared  upon  the  rejected  tickets  were 
candidates  at  the  election  in  question  for  repre- 
sentatives to  the  Common  Council;  that  pasters 
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with  the  name  ot  C.  J.  Spenceley  upon  them  were 
extensively  offered  at  the  election,  in  all  the  pre- 
cincts, and  that  they  were  put  upon  many  of  the 
ballots  over  the  name  of  Mr.  McMainara;  that  Mr. 
McNamara's  name  was  first  on  the  regular  Demo- 
cratic ticket  for  representative  to  the  Common 
Council,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  other  two 
names  which  appear  upon  the  rejected  tickets 
below  the  paster  bearing  Mr.  Spenceley's  name; 
that  the  general  tickets  upon  which  Mr.  Spence- 
ley's name  had  been  pasted  were  the  regular 
Democratic  tickets;  that  Mr.  Spenceley's  name 
was  pasted  in  the  space  on  the  rejected  tickets, 
which  corresponded  to  the  space  allotted  in  all 
the  other  general  tickets  to  the  names  of  persons 
who  were  to  be  balloted  for  as  representatives  to 
the  Common  Council,  and  that  in  all  the  other 
general  tickets  in  those  spaces  the  words  "For 
Common  Council"  were  printed  above  the  three 
names. 

Upon  these  facts,  it  did  not  appear  to  the  com- 
mittee that  the  intention  of  the  persons  who  de- 
posited the  votes  with  the  name  of  Mr.  Spenceley 
upon  them  could  be  satisfactorily  determined, 
nor  that  they  could  positively  assert  that  in  their 
opiuion  the  votes  thrown  for  Mr.  Spence- 
ley were  cast  for  him  for  representative  to  the 
Common  Council.  It  was  also  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  that  in  the  endeavor  to  reach  a  con- 
clusion as  to  the  intention  with  which  these  votes 
were  placed  in  the  ballot  box,  they  should  nut 
lose  sight  of  the  following  important  considera- 
tion :  The  General  Statutes,  chapter  7,  section  13, 
expressly  provides  that  "no  vote  shall  be  counted 
which  does  not  clearly  indicate  in  writing  the 
office  for  which  the  person  voted  for  is  designat- 
ed, except  when  one  officer  is  voted  for"; 
and  it  is  a  familiar  principle  of  law  that  every 
person  must  be  presumed  to  know  the  law  which 
relates  especially  to  the  act  which  he  is  perform- 
ing. Therefore  it  appeared  to  the  committee  that 
it  was  impossible  to  say  that  by  placing  these 
votes  in  the  ballot  box  the  persons  so  placing 
them  showed  any  intention  to  vote  for  Mr. 
Spenceley  as  representative  to  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, or  for  any  office  whatever,  because  such  per- 
sons must  be  conclusively  presumed  to  have 
known  at  the  time  of  voting  that  such  votes  as 
they  were  then  casting  could  not,  under  the  laws 
of  the  Commonwealth,  he  counted  by  any  canvass- 
ing board. 

In  reaching  their  conclusion  the  committee 
have  also  endeavored  to  keep  in  mind  the  danger 
which  might  arise  to  the  free  expression  of  the 
will  of  the  voter,  by  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  a 
committee  of  a  representative  body,  which  has 
the  right  to  determine  the  election  and  qualifica- 
tion or  its  own  members,  to  manufacture  from 
votes,  such  as  these,  an  expression  of  intention 
which  might,  consistently  with  surrounding  cir- 
cumstances, be  entirely  different  from  that  with 
which  they  were  placed  in  the  ballot  box. 

The  committee,  therefore,  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  seventy-three  votes  bearing  the  name  of 
Mr.  Spenceley  ought  not  to  be  included  among 
those  estimated  for  him,  but  must  be  treated  as 
nullities,  and  rejected  accordingly,  and  it  thus 
appearing  that  Mr.  McNamara  received  sixty- 
one  votes  more  than  Mr.  Spenceley,  they  recom- 
mend that  the  petioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

Appended  is  a  copy  of  a  communication  sent 
by  the  committee  to  the  City  Solicitor,  and  of  his 
answer  thereto,  which  latter  will  be  found  to  be 
in  conformity  with  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by 
the  committee. 

William  F.  Wharton. 
Thomas  J.  Denney. 
William  J.  Welch. 
Charles  Wheeler. 

Office  of  the  Clerk  of  committees, 
City  Hall,  Jan.  25, 1881. 
Hon.  John  P.  Hcaly,  City  Solicitor:  Dear  Sir— 
The  Standing  Committee  of  the  Common  Council 
on  Elections, herewith  submit  to  you  a  copy  of  the 
evidence  in  the  contested  election  case  in  Ward 
19,  and  respectfully  request  that  you  will  inform 
them  whether,  iu  your  opiuion,  the  seventy-three 
votes  therein  alluded  to,  upon  which  the  designa- 
tion of  the  office  was  wauted,  can  be  considered 
as  constituting  ballots  for  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

Respectfully  yours, 

William  H.  Lee, 
Clerk  of  Committee. 
In  my  judgment,  the  ballots  referred  go  ought 
not  to  be  counted  as  ballots  for  members  of  the 
Common  Council.  John  P.  Healy. 


Mr.  Wharton,  in  submitting  the  report,  said — I 
move  to  specially  assign  further  consideration  of 
the  report  to  the  next  meeting,  at  half-past  eight. 
It  is  a  document  of  some  length.  The  report  it- 
self is  not  so  long,  but  the  evidence  in  the  appen- 
dix is  quite  lengthy,  and  I  imagine  gentlemen 
would  like  to  read  it  before  making  up  their 
minds  to  vote.  1  also  make  the  motion  to  assign 
to  enable  the  gentleman  who  does  not  sign  the  re- 
port to  drawa  minority  report,  if  he  sees  fit.  Fur- 
thermore, I  imagine  that  the  counsel  for  the  con- 
testant has  aright  to  take  further  steps  in  order 
to  seat  Mr.  Spenceley  and  if  he  chooses,  to  be 
heard  in  this  house,  in  case  the  Council  are  de- 
sirous so  to  hear  him.  As  he  has  not  read  the  re- 
port it  is  only  right  that  he  should  have  an  oppor- 
nity  to  do  so  before  action  upon  it.  ;  f 

Mr.  Means  of  Ward  20— ldo  not  as  a  member  o 
the  Committee  on  Elections  desire  to  make  a 
minority  repoit.  But  I  cannot  conscientiously 
concur  in  the  report  of  my  brethren  upon  that 
committee.  I  therefore  will  submit  my  reasons 
for  not  doing  so. 

Mr.  Means  submitted  the  following: 

City  of  Boston.  i 

In  Common  Council, 

Jan.  27, 1881.     ) 

The  uudersigned  believes  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
this  body  to  give  effect  to  the  intention  of  a  voter, 
and  is  of  opinion  that  notwithstanding  apparent 
ambiguity  on  its  face  his  ballot  is  not  a  nullity, 
but  extrinsic  evidence  is  admissible  to  explaio  it 
and  aid  iu  the  interpretation  of  his  intent. 

Admitting  such  evidence  in  this  case  and  read- 
ing these  ballots  by  the  aid  of  surrounding  cir- 
cumstances he  believes  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  persons  who  cast  them,  when  they  pasted  the 
name  of  C  J.  Spenceley  over  that  of  J.  J.  McNa- 
mara (which  was  under  the  words  "For  Common 
Council"),  to  vote  for  C.  J.  Spenceley  for  the  Com- 
mon Council,  though  they  may  accidentally  have 
obliterated  the  words  designating  that  office. 

Wherefore,  referring  to  the  case  of  The  People 
vs.  Love,  63  Barbour,  535,  he  respectfully  dissents 
from  the  foregoing  report. 

Arthur  F.  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  it  was  ordered 
that  the  minority  report  be  printed,  and  the 
whole  subject  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  half-past  eight. 

adoption  of  by  laws  and  ordinances. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  follow- 
ing (City  Doc.  15): 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
to  whom  was  referred,  among  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  last  year,  the  report  on  the  revision  of  the 
ordinances,  beg  leave  to  report  in  part  at  this 
time,  by  recommending  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order. 

This  is  done  so  that  the  subject  may  be  pre- 
sented to  the  General  Court  before  the  limit  for 
the  introduction  of  new  business  expires. 

The  City  Solicitor  is  now  engaged  in  examining 
the  ordinances  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
how  far  previous  City  Councils  have  exceeded 
their  powers  in  the  matter  of  enacting  by-laws; 
and  it  is  after  consultation  with  h;m  that  the 
annexed  act  is  asked  for  to  cover  the  deficiencies 
which  have  already  been  found  to  exist. 
For  the  Committee, 

W.  H.  Whitmore. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  he  author- 
ized to  petition  the  General  Court  now  in  session 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  in  relation  to  by-laws 
and  ordinances,  substantially  in  accordance  with 
the  following  draft: 

An  Act  Concerning  By-Laws  and  Ordinances. 

Section  1.  All  by-laws  of  towns  and  ordinances 
of  cities,  on  subjects  whereon  they  may  be  law- 
fully passed,  shall  remain  in  force  until  repealed 
by  the  towns  or  cities  enacting  them  or  disallowed 
by  the  authority  prescribed  Dy  statute. 

Sect.  2.  In  cities,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  City 
Government  thereof  in  any  year  to  elect  or  ap- 
point officers  to  hold  office  for  a  period  not 
exceeding  one  year  from  the  date  of  such  appoint- 
ment or  election,  and  until  their  successors  are 
appointed  or  elected,  or  until  such  office  be  abol- 
ished by  vote  of  the  existing  City  Government. 

Sect.  3.  In  cities,  the  City  Government  may  in 
any  year  provide  for  the  election  or  appointment 
of  two  or  more  persons  to  act  as  a  board  or  com- 
mission to  exercise  any  powers  devolved  upon 
such  City  Government,  and  may  appoint  or  elect 
any  member  of  such  board  for  a  term  not  ex- 
ceeding three  years,  and  until  his  successor  be 
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appointed  or  elected,  or  until  such  board  be  abol- 
ished by  vote  of  the  existing  City  Government. 

Sect.  4.  Tbe  City  Council  of  any  city  may  pre- 
scribe by  ordinance  the  method  in  which  ordi- 
nances shall  be  published,  and  the  enacting  style 
thereof.  All  fines  and  penalties  arising  from  the 
breach  of  any  ordinance  or  of  the  by-laws  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  of  any  city  shall  be  paid  into 
the  treasury  thereof  for  its  use,  unless  otherwise 
provided  by  statute  or  ordinance 

Sect.  5.  Every  ordinance  of  any  city  shall  take 
effect  upon  its  approval  by  the  mayor  thereof  if 
sucli  be  necessary,  or  on  its  passage  by  the  City 
Council,  unless  a  different  date  is  specified 
therein. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a 
reconsideratian,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost.    Sent  up. 

ELECTION   LAWS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  called  up  the  special 
assignment  for  this  session,  viz.,  Order  for  the 
Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  amend- 
ments to  the  election  laws  substantially  in  accord- 
ance with  the  draft  of  an  act  therewith  sub- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11  read  the  order  offered 
by  Mr.  Whitmore  for  the  Committee  on  Elections 
to  investigate  the  Ward  13  case  and  report  such 
recommendations  in  regard  to  the  election  laws 
as  tney  deem  necessary.  Mr.  Wharton  said  the 
subject  matter  of  this  order  was  already  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  on  Elections,  and  it  should 
not  be  adopted  until  that  committee  had  made 
their  report.  He  therefore  offered  the  following 
as  a  substitute: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  petition  the  General  Court,  now  in  session, 
for  a  change  in  the  laws  relating  to  the  recount 
of  votes- 
Mr.  Whitmore  did  not  object  to  tbe  substi- 
tute. He  was  willing  to  do  anything  to  get  the 
matter  before  the  Legislature. 

The  substitute  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
offered  by  Mr.  Wharton  was  passed. 

Mr.  Wharton  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Mr.  Whitmore  then  offered  the  order  and  draft 
of  an  act  previously  referred  to  (City  Doc.  11), 
and  on  his  motion  it  was  referred  to  the  Cornmit- 
tee  on  Elections.  Subsequently  Mr.  Wharton 
moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  pre- 
vail.   Lost.    Sent  up. 

MYSTIC     VALLEY      SEWElt. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  offered  an  order- 
That  the  joint  special  committee  appointed  to 
protect  the  iulerests  of  the  city  in  the  matter  of 
the  petition  relating  to  tbe  Mystic  Valley  Sewer, 
now  pending  before  the  Legislature,  be  author- 
ized to  emj  loy  such  legal  and  expert  assistance 
and  to  adopt  such  measures  as  said  committee 
may  deem  necessary;  the  expense  attending  the 
same  to  be  paia  from  the  appropriation  for  Mystic 
Sewer. 

The  rule  was  suspended  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Greenough,  and  the  order  read  a  second  time 
and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr-  Hart  of  Ward  13  thought  there  should  be 
some  limit,  and  moved  to  restrict  the  committee 
to  82000. 

Mr.  Gieenough  said  he  was  loth  to  recommend 
tbe  intrusting  of  any  committee  with  an  unlim- 
ited expenditure,  but  if  a  limit  is  to  be  given  he 
thought  it  shoulo  be  a  larger  sum.  Ic  is  the  most 
perplexing  and  Important  committee  upon  which 
he  had  served  since  he  had  been  in  the  Govern- 
ment. The  interests  of  the  city  are  largely  affect- 
ed by  the  sewer,  and  gentlemen  who  have  not 
given  the  subject  much  study  cannot  appreciate 
its  importance.  It  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
city  possibly  to  take  the  best  legal  advice  and  se- 
cure expert  assistance. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  limit  the  amount  to 
$5000,  believiog  the  principle  right. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  moved  that  the  amount  be  $1000. 
There  Is  a  City  Solicitor,  and  if  outside  aid  is 
needed,  $1000  will  go  far  enough. 

Mr.  Greenough  said  it  was  a  question  that  af- 
fected the  purity  of  the  whole  water  supply  of 
the  city.  The  committee  proposed  to  protect  the 
rights  of  the  city.  II  the  Legislature  compels 
the  city  to  take  care  of  this  matter,  which  comes 
from  the  tanneries  in  Winchester,  it  is  a  mere 
matter  of  time  when  we  shall  have  to  take  care  of 
the  whole  drainage  of  Framingham,  Natick  and 
tbe  towns  on  the  Sudbury  River.    He  called  upon 


the  President  to  express  his  opinion  as  a  member 
of  the  committee. 

The  president  said  it  was  the  most  important 
matter  which  had  come  before  the  City  Council 
for  two  years,  in  his  opinion  He  could  not  too 
strongly  impress  upon  the  Council  the  necessity 
for  action. 

It  was  voted  to  insert  the  words  "not  exceeding 
five  thousand  dollars."  The  order  as  amended 
was  declared  passed.  Mr.  Rosnosky  doubted  the 
vote,  and  on  his  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered.    The  order  was  passed— yeas  52,  nays  7. 

Yeas— Barrv,  Bartlett,  Brimbecom,  Brown, 
Child,  H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Connell,  Costello, 
Cotton,  Cronin,  Dana,  Denney,  C.  F.  Doherty, 
J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell,  Fisk, 
Ford,  Freeman,  Gomez,  Gove,  Greenough,  Hard- 
ing, Hilton,  Hosley,  Lovell,  Mathews,  McCor- 
mick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  F.  J.  McLaughlin,  Mc- 
Namara,  Means,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Mur- 
Dhy,  Parkman,  Pope,  Powers,  Rogers,  Swan,  Tee- 
van,  Viles,  Wakefield,  Walsh,  Wharton,  Wheeler, 
Whitmore,  Williams— 51. 

Nays— Boyle,  Daly,  Devlin,  Fitzpatrick,  Hart, 
Rosnosky,  Welch— 7. 

Absept  or  not  voting— Beal,  Bigelow,  Bowker, 
Conlin,  Hagar,  Huntress,  Lauten,  Maguire,  P. 
Morrison,  Pratt,  Pray,  Quigley,  Smith— 13. 

Mr.  Greenough  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  CITY   GOVERNMENT  TO  BE  MEM- 
BERS OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  at  its  present  session  for  an 
amendment  to  the  law  establishing  the  School 
Committee  of  said  city,  so  that  a  certain  number 
of  members  of  the  City  Council  shall  be  annually 
chosen  to  act  as  members  of  said  School  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  that  the  order  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  that  next  Tuesday  was  the 
last  time  for  putting  in  business  at  the  State 
House.  This  is  merely  reenforcing  an  order  now 
before  the  Legislature.  Last  year  the  committee 
abandoned  the  proposition,  and  were  defeated  in 
regard  to  limiting  school  expenditures:  this  year 
he  hoped  to  have  an  alternative  proposition.  The 
system  had  worked  well,  and  was  the  same  that 
prevails  id  the  Public  Library,  City  Hospital  and 
other  institutions.  A  reference  will  kill  it  only 
for  the  time  being. 

Mr.  Williams  said  the  subject  had  already  been 
introduced  into  the  Legislature,  and  it  was  not 
necessary  to  send  this  order  there.  It  is  not  right 
to  make  such  an  important  change  without  re- 
ferring it  to  some  committee  of  this  body. 

Mr.  Wheeler  agreed  with  Mr.  Williams,  and  Mr. 
Wharton  agreed  with  both  those  gentlemeD.  The 
matter  is  in  the  Legislature,  and  the  committee 
can  take  time  to  consider  the  question. 

Mr.  Parkman  said  the  limiting-  of  the  expendi- 
tures bad  already  been  heard,  and  he  did  not  be- 
lieve in  the  city  appearing  there  in  the  anoma- 
lous position  of  asking  for  two  different  kinds  of 
legislation  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  it  haa  slipped  his  mind  that 
the  matter  had  been  introduced  in  the  Legisla- 
ture and  he  would  have  no  objection  to  the  refer- 
ence. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction.    Sent  up. 

JANITORS  OF     SCHOOLHOUSES. 

Mr.  Bartlett  of  Ward  15  offered  an  order— That 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the 
General  Court,  at  its  present  session,  for  an 
amendment  to  the  school  statute,  which  shall  re- 
store to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings 
the  right  to  appoint  the  janitors  of  the  public 
Bchooihouses  of  this  city. 

Mr.  Parkman  asked  for  some  reasons  for  such  a 
petition   to  the  General  Court. 

Mr.  Bartlett— My  reasons  are  these:  Under  the 
old  system  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings appointed  the  janitors,  and  they  were  re- 
sponsible to  him.  The  School  Committee  now 
appoints  the  janitors,  while  the  care  of  the  build- 
ings is  In  the  hands  of  the  Superintendent  and 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  I  think  every 
member  of  the  City  Council  will  see  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  janitors  should  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Bartlett  moved  a 
reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost.    Sent  up. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


WASTE  OF  WATER. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  offered  an  order— 
That  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  in  consultation  with 
the  Water  Board  and  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters,  be  requested  to  petition  the  General 
Court  tor  such  legislation  as  may  be  necessary  to 
prevent  the  wasie  of  water. 

Mr.  Greenough  said  this  was  substantially  the 
same  proposition  which  the  Water  Hoard  made 
last  year.  It  was  their  intention  to  send  a  com- 
munication to  the  City  Council,  but  there  was 
not  time.  It  was  thought  better  to  make  the  pe- 
tition a  little  broader  in  case  anything  should 
occur. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Greenough  moved  a 
reconsideration  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost.    Sent  up. 

FIRST  ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS. 

-  Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17  offered  the  following: 

An  Ordinance 
To  amend  an  Ordinance  in  relation  to  the  Assess- 
ment aud  Collection  of  Taxes. 
Ke  it  ordained  by  the  Aldermen   and  Common 

Council   of  the  City  of  Boston,  in  City  Council 

assembled,  as  follows: 

Section  1.  Section  3  of  the  ordinance  in  rela- 
tion to  the  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes, 
passed  Feb.  10, 1880,  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as 
follows: 

Sect.  3.  On  the  first  Monday  in  February,  1881, 
or  within  sixty  days  thereafter,  there  shall  be 
elected  by  concurrent  vote  of  both  branches  of 
the  City  Council  thirty-three  Assistant  Assessors 
of  Taxes,  to  be  denominated  First  Assistants. 
They  shall  be  resident  citizens  of  Boston,  and 
shall  receive  such  compensation  as  the  City  Coun- 
cil may  from  time  to  time  determine.  At  the  first 
meeting  of  Principal  Assessors  and  First  Assist- 
ant Assessors  held  in  the  year  1881,  pursuant  to 
the  requirements  of  section  7  of  this  ordinance, 
the  terms  of  office  of  the  First  Assistant  Assessors 
elected  in  that  year  shall  be  determined  by  draw- 
ing the  names  of  said  persons  from  a  box  to  be 
provided  for  the  purpose,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Board  of  Principal  Assessors,  The  terms  of 
the  eleven  persons  whose  names  are  drawn  first 
shall  be  three  years,  and  the  terms  of  the  eleven 
whose  names  are  drawn  next  shall  be  two  years, 
and  the  terms  of  the  eleven  whose  names  are 
drawn  last  shall  be  one  year,  from  the  first  day  of 
April,  1881,  and  until  others  are  elected  and  quali- 
fied in  their  stead,  unless  sooner  removed.  On 
the  first  Monday  in  February,  or  within  sixty 
days  thereafter,  in  each  succeeding  year,  there 
shall  be  elected  by  concurrent  vote  of  both 
branches  of  the  City  Council  eleven  First  Assist- 
ant Assessors,  who  shall  hold  office  for  the  term 
of  three  years  from  the  first  day  of  April  in  the 
year  in  which  they  are  elecred,  and  until  others 
are  elected  and  qualified  in  their  stead. 

Mr.  Child  moved  the  reference  of  the  ordinance 
to  the  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department. 

Mr.  Whitniore  said  the  subject  had  been  re- 
ferred to,  and  was  under  consideration  by,  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  incidental  ques- 
tions are  being  examined  by  the  City  Solicitor. 
He  moved  to  amend  by  referring  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Child  had  no  objection,  after  the  explana- 
tion of  Mr.  Whitniore,  and  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  ordinance  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances.    Sent  up. 

LAW     DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order— That 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
directed  to  consider  the  expedieucy  of  so  amend- 
ing or  changing  the  ordinances  relating  to  the 
Law  'Department  as  to  sub-divide  the  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  that  department.  Passed. 
Mr.  Wheeler  moved  a  reconsideration  hoping  it 
would  cot  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

FIRE  AND  POLICE  TELEGRAPH  WIRES. 
Mr.  Williams  ot  Ward  11  offered  an  order— That 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Fire  De- 
partment, in  consultation  with  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners,  be  requested  to  report  to  the 
City  Council  on  the  expediency  and  cost  of  mak- 
ing such  changes  in  the  present  arrangement  of 
the  fire  and  police  telegraph  wires  within  the 
limits  of  the  city  that  all  such  wires  shall  be 
placed  under  ground  or  in  such  position  that  their 
working  shall  not  be  temporarily  interrupted  by 
storms  or  fires.    Passed.     Sent  up. 

DATES    OF    MUNICIPAL    ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  peti- 


tion the  Legislature  at  its  present  session  for  the 
passage  of  an  act  to  permit  the  City  Council  of 
Boston  to  fix  the  day  for  the  annual  municipal 
election  for  terms  of  at  least  two  years. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11  asked  for  some  expla- 
nation. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  must  have  occurred  to  every 
member  that  the  particular  time  of  our  election's 
is  very  inconvenient,  especially  in  obtaining  leg- 
isla'ion.  It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that  it 
might  be  desirable  to  have  the  city  election  one 
month  before  the  State  election,  in  which  case 
we  should  have  three  months  to  prepare  legisla- 
tion. Everybody  knows  how  pushed  we  are. 
Matters  for  legislation  at  the  State  House  occupy 
a  great  deal  of  our  attention  at  this  part  of  the 
year.  The  reason  I  fix  it  for  two  years  is  that  it 
shall  not  be  changed  back  and  forth  for  political 
reasons.  I  think  the  City  Government  should  get 
all  the  powers  in  this  direction  that  the  Legisla- 
ture will  give. 

Mr.  Parkman — I  do  not  believe  it  is  good  policy 
to  give  the  City  Council  power  to  say  when  tue 
city  election  shall  be,  even  for  the  term  of  two 
years.  The  date  of  the  election  should  be  deter- 
mined so  that  no  City  Government  can  change  it 
from  time  to  time. 

Mr.  Wheeler  moved  to  lay  the  order  upon  the 
table.  It  is  too  important  a  matter  to  be  passed 
upon  hastily,  aud  Mr.  Whitmore  could  take  meas- 
ures to  have  the  subject  introduced  into  the 
Legislature. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  hope  the  order  will 
be  laid  upon  the  table.  It  should  be  understood 
that  this  is  an  attempt  to  fix  the  date  of  the  city 
election  bv  ordinance  instead  of  by  statute.  I 
have  no  doubt  some  change  should  be  made,  and 
agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  on  that 
point.  But  any  changes  should  be  carefully  con- 
sidered. Let  us  have  this  whole  year,  if  necessa- 
ry, to  consider  the  subject  and  then  ask  for  ex- 
actly what  we  want  and  have  it  provided  for  by 
statute. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  is  unfortunate  that  these 
matters  have  to  come  up  so  late  at  night,  but  I 
hope  the  Council  will  remember  that  this  is  a 
ease  of  necessity.  I  do  not  think  there  is  danger 
of  the  City  Council  having  too  much  power. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  Mr. 
Wheeler  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the 
table,  and  upon  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the 
order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tions. Subsequently  Mr.  Wharton  moved  a  re- 
consideration, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.  Lost. 
Sent  up. 

EXPENDITURES     BY    COMMITTEES     NOT      HAVING 
CHARGE  OF  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  Hilton  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order— That 
whenever  any  committee  of  the  City  Council  not 
haviDg  charge  of  an  appropriation  is  authorized 
by  order  or  ordinance  to  contract  for  an  expendi- 
ture for  any  object  or  purpose  for  wiuch  no  ap 
propriation  is  specially  made,  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts be  instructed  to  allow  the  same  for  pay- 
ment from  the  appropriation  for  incidental  ex- 
penses. Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hilton  and  passed,  yeas 
50,  nays  0.    Sent  up. 

FILLING  VACANCIES  IN  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order— That 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the 
Legislature  at  its  present  session  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  the  passage  of  an  act  to  regulate 
the  mode  of  filling  vacancies  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  introduce  this  order  to  get  the 
subject  before  the  Legislature  in  season,  it  is 
now  before  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  it 
will  take  some  time  to  prepare  a.  bill. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a 
reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Kosnosky  of  Ward  16  moved  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  16  is  not  in  his  seat. 

The  President— The  point  is  well  taken.  The 
gentleman  has  no  right  to  make  a  motion  out  of 
his  seat. 

Mr.  Lauten  moved  to  adjourn.    Declared  lost. 

Mr.  Child  doubted  the  vote. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
Lost. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  prevailed  and  the  Coun- 
cil was  declared  adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JANUARY    31,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JUROBS     DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  as  follows: 

Superior  Court,  Second  Session,  January  term, 
thirty-eight  traverse. 

Superior  Court,  First  Session,  January  term, 
thirty-four  traverse. 

Superior  Criminal  Court,  February  term,  thirty- 
six  traverse. 

PETITIONS    BEFEBBED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving:  James  T.  El- 
dredge  et  al.,  thar  Crawford  street  be  completed 
and  put  in  order;  Harleston  Parker  et  al.,  that 
Parker  Hill  avenue  be  macadamized  and  put  in 
order;  Fiedler,  Moeldner  &  Co.  etal.,  that  Lamar- 
tine  street  be  graded  and  macadamized,  and 
that  Gilbert,  Hoffman  and  Roys  streets 
be  graded  ;  S.  S.  Learned  et  al.,  that  West- 
ern avenue,  between  North  Harvard  and  Market 
streets,  Brighton,  be  paved  or  macadamized; 
Thomas  S.  Wales  et  al.,  that  Cambridge  street, 
Brighton,  be  macadamized;  D.  J.  Hastings  et  al., 
for  leave  to  maintain  a  projecting  sign  at  535 
Washington  street;  James  Teevan  et  al.,  that 
Lenox  street,  between  Shawmut  avenue  and  Tre- 
mont  street,  be  graded  and  paved  with  granite 
blocks;  Stei  hen  N.  Stockwell  et  al.,  that  Parker 
Hill  avenue  be  macadamized. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claim*.  Andrew  S. 
Falrbain,  for  compensation  for  injuries  re- 
ceived in  conveying  a  person  to  the  station 
house;  William  W.  Webster,  to  be  paid  damages 
for  personal  injuries  received  by  a  fall  on  the 
sidewalk  at  the  corner  of  Haymarket  square  and 
Cross  street,  Dec.  30,  1880. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  J.  H.  Hathorne,  for  leave  to  occupy  an 
old  wooden  building  as  a  stable  for  twenty  horses 
on  Swett  street,  Ward  20;  Mark  Googins,  to  occu- 
py old  wooden  stable  Jor  ten  horses  on  Lexington 
street,  coiner  Border  street,  Ward  '_'. 

lo  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Inttitutions. 
Kastern  Junction,  Broad  Sound  Pier  &  Point 
Shirley  Railroad  Company,  that  the  city  contrib- 
ute to  said  company  a  portion  of  its  land  for  a 
readbed. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION  CASE. 

I  lie  following  was  received: 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the 
City  of  Boston— Respectfully  represents  William 
Frost,  that  he  is  a  person  who  received  votes  for 
the  office  of  Alderman  of  the  city  of  Boston,  at 
the  election  held  in  said  city  on  Dec.  14th,  A.  D. 
1880;  that  he  claims  that  he  was  elected  to  said 
office,  and  disputes  and  controverts  the  election 
•f  James  J.  Flynn  and  Cyrus  S.Haldeman,  per- 
sons who  received  certificates  of  election  for  the 
same  office ;  that  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  statutes  of  this  Commonwealth  passed  in 
the  year  1876,  chapter  188,  section  2,  he  has  filed 
with  the  City  Clerk  a  statement  in  writing  of  his 
said  claim  of  election  and  his  intentien  to  dispute 
the  election  of  said  James  J.  Flynn  and  Cyrus  S. 
Haldeman,and  requested  said  City  Clerk  to  retain 
ail  the  envelopes  containing  the  ballots  thrown  at 
said  election,  sealed  as  provided  by  law,  subject 
to  the  order  of  your  Honorable  Board,  and,  in 
accordance  with  such  request,  he  believes  that 
the  6aid  envelopes  are  now  preserved  by  the  City 
Clerk;  that  from  a  careful  inspection  of  the  re- 
turns of  the  recount  of  the  said  votes  made  by  the 
recent  Board  of  Aldermen  (as  is  particularly 
shown  by  the  recent  petitions  to  this  Honorable 
Board  tbr  a  further  recount  of  said  votes)  it  is 
manifest  that  there  are  numerous  and  serious  in- 
consistencies in  said  returns,  and  reasonable 
grounds  for  this  petitioner  to  dispute  their  accu- 
racy; that  in  accordance  with  section  24  of  the 
City  Charter,  your  Honorable  Board  has  authority 
to  decide  upon  all  questions  relative  to  the  quali- 
fications, elections  and  returns  of  their  respective 
members;  that  tne  reputation  of  the  city  for  puri- 
ty in  its  elections  demands,  and  your  petitioner 
has  a  right,  as  a  contestant  of  the  seats  of  said 
James  J.  Flynn  and  Cyrus  S.  Haldeman,  to  have 
said  returns  and  elections  examined  and  analyzed 
and  the  statements  in  said  petition  verified. 


Your  petitioner  prays  that  a  special  committee 
of  your  Board  be  appointed,  to  whom  this  matter 
may  be  referred,  and  if,  upon  a  thorough  investi- 
gation by  an  impartial  committee  of  your  Honor- 
able Board,  it  shall  appear  that  such  inconsis- 
tencies exist,  a  careful  recount  may  be  made  of 
all  said  ballots,  and  that  your  petitioner  may  re- 
ceive a  certificate  of  his  election  as  a  member  of 
your  Honorable  Board,  to  which  he  believes  from 
such  an  investigation  his  election  will  fully  ap- 
pear. War.  Frost. 
Boston,  Jan.  26th,  1S81. 

The  Chairman— What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Board  ? 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  was  going  to  make  a 
motion  to  lay  that  petition  on  the  table,  but  I  will 
not  do  it  now.  I  shuuld  like  to  hear  some  re- 
marks from  some  member  of  the  Board  in  re- 
gard to  the  best  course  to  pursue.  There  is  a 
special  committee  cbosen  to  investigate  the 
election  on  Ward  13.  It  is  a  question  whether 
their  report  will  affect  the  number  of  ballots  cast 
there.  That  is  an  outside  affair,  but  it  is  a  ques- 
tion whether  that  affects  this  petition.  I  should 
like  to  hear  remarks  from  some  members  of  the 
Board  on  that.  I  would  move  that  the  petition 
be  laid  on  the  table  until  the  committee  make 
their  report. 

Alderman  Hersey— It  seems  to  me  that  now  is 
the  proper  time  to  take  action  on  this  petition. 
A.  petition  was  presented  at  the  last  meeting 
signed  by  a  large  number  of  very  iespectable 
citizens,  in  which  they  make  an  array  of  figures 
and  statements  of  facts,  which  reflected  unon 
the  character  of  members  of  the  last  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  some  members  ot  the  present 
Board. 

In  justice  to  the  members  of  the  past  and  pres- 
ent Board,  whosH  characters  have  been  assailed, 
I  think  a  full  investigation  should  be  had,  that  a 
complete  recount  should  be  had,  in  order  that 
the  rumors  afloat  in  the  community  may  be  set  at 
rest.  1  hope  this  committee  will  be  appointed 
and  some  action  taken  at  once  to  verify  the  count 
of  the  last  Board,  in  order  that  we  may  be  ac- 
quitted of  any  charge  of  fraud. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  am  in  favor  of  a  full  in- 
vestigation. The  only  question  in  my  mind  was 
whether  this  committee  in  charge  of  the  counting 
of  those  votes  would  have  any  effect  upon  this 
election  in  the  counting  ot  the  votes  for  Mr. 
Frost,  or  whether  we  should  go  into  this  and 
count  the  votes  actually  declared  cast  in  Ward  13. 
In  other  words,  whether  if  the  present  committee 
should  report  that  the  other  votes  should  be 
counted,  it  would  have  any  effect  upon  this  case. 
If  the  Board  think  this  is  the  time  to  begin  this,  I 
should  be  happy  to  have  them  recounted. 

Alderman  Slade— 1  was  going  to  suggest  that 
this  matter  is  really  before  Mr.  Healy  upon  an  or- 
der of  this  Board,  and  it  seems  to  me  it  will  be 
well  enough  to  let  this  petition  lie  upon  the  table 
until  we  hear  from  him  on  the  former  petition. 

Alderman  Viles— I  would  inquire  if  we  have 
had  any  communication  from  the  City  Solicitor 
in  relation  to  the  order  passed  at  the  last  meet- 
ing? 

The  Chairman— No  communication  has  yet  been 
received. 

Alderman  Hersey— It  does  n't  seem  to  me  that 
it  matters  very  much  whether  we  receive  this 
communication  at  present  or  at  some  future  time. 
It  certainly  is  within  the  province  of  this  Board 
to  recount  those  votes.  What  the  effect  of  such 
a  recount  will  be  can  be  determined  when  we  re- 
ceive the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor;  and  when 
the  report  of  the  other  committee— spoken  of  by 
the  Alderman— comes  in,  we  shall  have  the  whole 
subject  beiore  us.  I  think  it  Is  our  duty  to  take 
the  initiatory  steps  now  to  settle  this  matter.  We 
can  do  it  as  well  now  as  we  can  when  we  receive 
the  opiDion  of  the  City  Solicitor. 

Alderman  Viles— Substantially  I  agree  with  the 
Alderman  from  South  Boston.  If  we  are  to  have 
a  recount  we  ought  to  have  it  immediately.  I,  for 
one  member  of  the  committee  of  the  past  Board, 
want  to  be  vindicated,  and  I  think  I  voice  the 
sentiments  of  the  other  members  of  that  commit- 
tee. In  relation  to  this  South  Boston  affair— that 
is  a  local  affair;  it  concerns  one  precinct.  The 
committee  can  report  on  that  when  tbey  get 
through  with  the  examination.  But  I  want  to  see 
these  votes  recounted.  For  one,  I  believe  them 
to  be  correct,  and  I  want  it  to  go  before  the  peo- 
ple that  they  are  without  any  doubt.  I  hope  we 
shall  not  lay  it  on  the  table,  for  I  want  those 
ballots  reexamined  and  recounted. 


52 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


Alderman  Curtis— 1  certainly  am  in  favor  of 
counting  those  votes.  I  Ho  not  believe,  sir,  that  a 
committee  appointed  by  this  Board  to  count  bal- 
lots should  be  assailed  by  the  public  at  large,  and 
have  any  doubt  resting  over  their  heads.  It  is  for 
this  Board  to  relieve  those  gentlemen  from  that 
doubt.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  says  he 
wants  those  votes  recouuted.  If  1  were  in  his 
place  I  should  want  them  counted.  He  believes, 
and  I  understand  that  every  gentleman  on  that 
committee  believes,  that  the  count  was  correct, 
and  it  is  no  more  than  right,  for  the  honor  and 
dignity  of  such  men,Jas  representatives  of  this 
Board  on  that  count,  that  they  should  be  sustained 
and  vindicated,  ana  relieved  of  the  burden  which 
rests  upon  them  now.  If  we  don't  count  those 
votes  you  may  rest  assured  there  will  always  be  a 
stigma  on  those  gentlemen.  I  do  not  want  to  be 
on  the  committee  to  recount,  but  I  want  to  see 
those  votes  recounted,  and  see  the  report.  There 
can  be  no  harm  in  having  the  recount.  They  are 
sanguine  that  the  report  is  correct,  and  we  have 
no  reason  to  doubt  it.  But  we  have  one  thousand 
petitioners  coming  in  here  and  asking  to  have  those 
votes  recounted.  If  I  had  been  on  the  Board  last 
year,  and  a  member  of  that  committee,  I  should 
say,  count  those  votes  by  all  means. 

The  petition  was  laid  on  the  table — 7  for,  4 
against. 

HEARINGS  ON  STEAM    ENGINES. 

Hearings  were  had  on  the  following  petitions  to 
locate  and  use  steam  engines: 

Boston  Elastic  Fabric  Company, 550  Washington 
street. 

B.  Dickerson,  114-120  Purchase  street. 

American  Asphalt  Pavement  Company,  on 
Granite  street,  opposite  Richmond  street. 

T.  Brigham  Bishop,  on  Chelsea,  near  Eagle 
street,  East  Boston. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines. 

PETITIONS  FOK  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings  on 
Feb.  21, 1881,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  the  following  peti- 
tions for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  engines : 

Slocurnb,  Kehew  &  Sons,  365  Atlantic  avenue 
and  24  Purchase  street. 

William  Marple,  G-urney  street,  Ward  22. 

Hubbard  &  Blake,  rear  of  Main  street,  near  Al- 
ford  street,  Ward  4. 

SCHEDULES    OF    COST    OF   SEWEKS. 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  sewers  were  received 
from  the  Superintendent  as  follows: 

Hereford  and  Dalton  streets 814,834.24 

Enfield  street  1,961.24 

Camden  street 388.26 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  amending  or  changing  the  or- 
dinance relating  to  the  Law  Department  so  as  to 
subdivide  the  duties  thereof.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order,  That  whenever  any  committee  of  the 
City  Council  not  having  charge  of  an  appropria- 
tion is  authorized  to  contract  for  any  expendi- 
ture, the  Auditor  of  Accounts  shall  pay  the  ex- 
pense from  incidental  expenses.  Passed  in  con- 
currence— yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Order,  That  the  Committee  on  Joint  Rules  and 
Orders  be  requested  to  report  if  any  changes  are 
necessary  in  joint  rules  of  City  Council.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

Annual  report  of  Sealers  of  Weights  and  Meas- 
ures for  the  year  1880.  (City  Doc.  10.)  Placed  on 
file. 

Request  of  School  Committee  for  an  additional 
appropriation  of  $79,850.  Referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Instruction  in  concurrence. 

First  report  of  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters, exhibiting  the  petitions  presented  to  the 
Legislature  by  the  city  of  Boston.  (City  Doc.  13.) 
Placed  on  file. 

Report  and  order  for  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legis- 
lature for  such  amendment  to  act  of  1880,  chapter 
197  [egress  from  manufacturing  establishments], 
so  as  to  exempt  the  city  of  Boston  from  its  opera- 
tion.   Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  for  Harbor  Committee  to 
keep  the  harbor  free  from  formation  of  ice,  and 
that  $1200  be  appropriated  for  that  purpose.  Or- 
der passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Mystic  Valley  Sewer 
Nuisance  to  employ  assistance  of  experts  and  to 


appropriate  $5000  therefor.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  for  legislation 
to  prevent  the  unnecessary  waste  of  water. Passed 
in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature 
for  the  restoration  of  the  appointment  of  janitors 
of  school  buildings  to  the  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings.  Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Whitten. 

Representation  of  City  Council  in   School    Com- 
mittee. 

An  order  for  Mayor  to  petition  for  an  act  pro- 
viding that  a  certain  number  of  members  of  the 
City  Council  be  chosen  on  the  School  Committee 
came  up  referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion. 

Alderman  Slade— It  seems  to  me  that  is  a  mat- 
ter which  does  not  need  much  fnrther  considera- 
tion. The  idea  of  a  portion  of  the  City  Council 
being  members  of  the  School  Committee  strikes 
me  as  an  unfavorable  proposition.  I  do  not  know 
how  other  members  of  the  Board  look  at.  it,  but 
I  think  the  matter  better  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned, and  I  make  that  motion.  I  do  not  feel 
like  giving  it  further  consideration. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  should  hope  that  disposi- 
tion will  not  be  made  of  it.  There  are  some  rea- 
sons why  representation  of  the  City  Council  on 
the  School  Committee  would  be  a  benefit.  Many 
times  we  are  called  upon  to  legislate  on  school 
affairs,  particularly  in  the  the  expenditure  of 
money.  Every  year  they  come*  here  for 
an  additional  appropriation,  and  there  is 
a  great  deal  of  discussion  in  regard  to 
it.  It  seems  to  me  if  we  were  represent- 
ed in  School  Committee,we  could  act  understand- 
ingly ;  we  should  know  whether  there  is  extrava- 
gance on  that  board,  as  is  claimed  by  many.  I 
think  it  is  well  to  consider  this,  and  I  hope  it  will 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion for  their  report.  After  they  report  we  can 
act  understandiDgly;  until  then,  I,  for  one,  can- 
not. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed— 8  for,  2 
against. 

The  Recounting  of  Votes. 

An  order  for  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature 
for  an  act  to  regulate  the  method  of  recounting 
votes  in  accordance  with  a  draft  submitted  (City 
Doc.  11)  came  up  referred  to  Special  Committee 
on  Elections. 

Alderman  Slade— 1  would  ask  if  there  is  any 
Committee  on  Elections. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  is  not  aware  of  any 
Committee  on  Elections  on  the  part  of  this  Board. 
A  special  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Board  has 
been  appointed  on  the  Precinct  3,  Ward  13  case. 

Alderman  Slade — My  attention  was  not  called 
to  this  particularly  until  this  afternoon.  If  I 
have  to  act  upon  it  I  shall  vote  against  it. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  order  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

'    Order  for  Mayor  to  petition  Legislature  for  a 

change  in  the  law  relating  to  the  recount  of  votes. 

Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 

First  Assistant  Assessors. 

An  ordinance  proposing  the  election  of  the 
First  Assistant  Assessors  for  terms  of  three 
years  came  up.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 

Alderman  Slade— I  would  ask  where  this  came 
from. 

Alderman  Breck — This  subject  was  considered 
by  the  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department  last 
year,  and  after  a  long  discussion  in  the  commit- 
tee two  reports  were  made,  a  majority  and  minor- 
ity, but  it  was  not  finally  acted  upon  by  either 
branch  of  the  City  Council  last  year,  but  referred 
to  the  present  City  Government.  It  came  before 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  at  a  meeting  this 
week,  and  it  was  thought  that  this  ordinance  had 
better  be  referred  to  that  committee,  instead  of 
going  hack  to  the  Committee  on  Assessors' 
Department,  as  it  was  thought  it  might  be 
considered  and  referred  to  that  committee  after- 
ward. 

The  Board  concurred  in  the  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Date  of  municipal    Election. 

An  order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legisla- 
ture for  an  act  to  enable  the  City  Council  to  fix 
"tne  day  of  the  annual  municipal  election  tor 
terms  of  at  least  two  years"  came  up  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Elections. 

Alderman  Slade— I  wonder  that  that  order  ever 
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got  through  the  Common  Council.  But  it  has,  and 
I  move  that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Idcancies  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

An  order  came  up  tor  the  Mayor  to  petition  the 
Legislature  tor  an  act  to  regulate  the  mode  of 
filling  of  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Alderman  Slade — I  do  not  know  as  I  ought  to 
object  to  that,  and  my  principal  objection  is  that 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  would  feel 
that  he  could  get  out  too  easily.  If  a  member 
felt  discouraged  and  dissatisfied,  and  did  not 
want  to  sit  here  any  longer,  he  would  say,  All  I 
have  to  do  is  to  step  out  and  the  City  Council  can 
fill  my  place  very  easily.  I  do  not  like  to  open 
that  door.  I  know  it  is  an  expensive  job  for  the 
citizens  of  Boston  to  elect  a  single  Alderman;  it 
costs  very  nearly  as  much  as  to  elect  the  whole 
Board.  Looking  at  it  in  the  light  of  economy,  I 
do  not  object  to  it:  but  looking  at  it  as  I  do,  I 
think  1  shall  vote  against  it.  I  think  the  loss 
would  be  more  than  we  should  gain  by  the 
change. 

Alderman  Viles— I  rather  believe  in  that  order. 
It  is  a  move  in  the  right  direction.  It  is  an  ex- 
pensive matter  to  elect  a  single  Alderman,  and 
would  not  be  so  if  vacancies  were  filled  by  the 
City  Council.  I  think  it  is  just  as  well  to  elect 
one  Alderman  by  the  City  Council  as  it  will  be  to 
have  107  precint  wardens,  clerks  and  inspectors, 
and  pay  them  for  work  on  that  day.  I  hope  the 
order  will  be  passed. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  do  not  believe  in  the  or- 
der. I  believe  the  citizens  of  Boston  should  have 
the  privilege  of  electing  their  own  Aldermen.  I 
do  not  believe  it  should  be  brought  into  the  City 
Council.  It  may  cose  the  people  a  good  deal,  and 
it  may  cost  the  candidates  considerable.  It  may 
be  wrong,  but  I  believe  the  citizens  of  Boston 
should  elect  their  Aldermen. 

Alderman  Viles — I  would  remind  the  Alderman 
that  this  is  not  for  the  whole  Board,  but  merely 
to  fill  vacancies. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  understand  it. 

The  question  was  put  and  the  Chairman  was  in 
doubt.  Alderman  Viles  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  the  order  was  rejected  in  non-concur- 
rence— yeas  5,  nays  6. 

Yeas- Aldermen  Breck,  Curtis,  Hersey,  Viles, 
Whitten— 5. 

Nays — Aldermen  Caldwell,  Flynn,  Haldeman, 
O'Brien,  Slade,  Woolley— 6. 

Telegraph  and  Telephone  Wires. 

An  order  came  up  for  the  Committee  on  Fire 
Department  and  Fire  Commissioners  to  consider 
the  expediency  and  cost  of  placing  all  fire  and 
police  telegraph  wires  under  ground. 

Alderman  Slade — This  seems  to  be  a  funny  sort 
of  an  order,  for  the  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment to  inquire  into  the  cost.  The  city  of  Boston 
does  n't  pay  anything  for  the  telegraph  and  tele- 
phone wires,  arid  so  far  as  putting  them  under- 
ground is  concerned,  I  know  that  the  tele- 
graph and  telephone  managers  are  study- 
ing to  find  some  way  whereby  they  can  put 
them  under  ground  to  make  them  work;  but  as  yet 
no  telephone  wires  have  been  built  to  work  under 
ground.  I  think  it  is  follv  to  refer  an  order  of 
this  kind  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 
I  do  not  see  what  possible  good  can  come  from  it. 
Certainly,  so  far  as  the  cost  is  concerned,  the  city 
does  not  propose  to  go  into  any  expense  for  lay- 
ing rhose  wires.  I  think  this  matter  belongs  to 
the  Committee  on  Paving,  who  already  have  it  in 
charge. 

On  motion  ot  Alderman  Slade  the  order  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 
LEGISLATIVE  MATTERS. 

The  second  report  of  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters  (City  Doc.  16)  was  received 
and  sent  down. 

I'AIIK  UEPABTMEKT. 

The  sixth  annual  report  of  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners (City  Doc.  12)  for  1880  was  received 
and  sent  down. 

BEI  BIPTS     AND     EXPENDITOBES    OF  THE   DEPART- 
MENT EOU  THE  TEAR    1880. 

Back  Hay   fa/rh  Land,  Account. 
Balance  unexpended  Dec.  31, 1879 826,309.10 

Expenditure*. 
Amount    paid    for    land   pur- 
chased in  1880 83,870.73 

Balance  unexpended   Dec.  31, 

1880 22,738.37 

826,309.10 


Public  Park,  Buck  Bay  Appropriation. 

Balance  unexpended  Dec.   31, 
1879 848,018.52 

Appropriation  for  the  financial 

year  J  880-1881 214,000.00 

8262,018.52 


The  expenditures  from  this  appropriation,  from 
Jan.  1  to  Dec.  31, 1880,  have  been  as  follows: 

Back  Bay  Park  Construction  Account. 

Filling. 

Amount  paid  for  till- 
ing done  by  the 
Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  under  its 
contracts  dated 
June  20, 1879,  Jan. 
28,  April  29,  and 
June  1, 1880 888.137 .08 

Paid  cartmen  for 
1021  squares  filling     2,652.26 

Superintendence  and 
measuring  filling. .     1,747.75 

Culverts— labor  and 
materials 694.82 

Engineering,  sound 
ings  andborines...         241.63 

Grading— paid  fore- 
men and  laborers. .        151  89 

Advertising  on  ac- 
count filling 127.29 

Superintendent's  ex- 
penses, etc 63.70 

Tools  and  imple- 
ments   8.04 

Printing 6.40 

893,731.46 

Boyl8ton-street  Bridge. 

Amount  paid  L  A. 
Sylvester  under  his 
coHtract  dat'a  Sept. 
28.1880,  for  foun- 
dation a  nd  abut- 
ments      6,630.13 

Engineering,  sound- 
ings, etc 109.40 

Advertising 48.00 

Printing 16.23 

6,803.76 

Plans  and  Designs. 
Landscape  Architect 

Advisory 81.512.00 

Draughting 24.00 

■ 1,536.00 

Beacon  Entrance  Bridge. 
Amount  paid  Boston  &  Albanv 
Railroad   Company   for  ease- 
ment for  bridge  abutments 168.63 

8102,239,85 

Back  Bay  Park  Betterment  Account. 
Clerical  services  in  examining 
records  at  Registry  of  Deeds 

and  Assessors' office 8967.50 

Advertising 841.75 

Draughting 99.00 

Stationery 65.35 

Printing 4.61 

1,978.21 

Balance  unexpended,  Dec.  31, 1880 157,800.46 

8262,018.52 


Department  Appropriation. 
Balance    of    department    appropriation 

Dec.  31,  1879 , 83,333.82 

Amount  of  department  appropriation  for 

the  financial  year  1880-81 5,000.00 

88,333.82 

The  expenditures  from  this  appropriation  from 
Jan.  1  to  Dec.  31, 1880,  have  been  as  follows: 
Back  Bay  Park  Construction  Account. 
Office  and  General  Expenses. 
Salary   of  secretary 

andclerk 82,325.00 

Printing 631.83 

Oiflce  boy 172.50 

Stationery 128.94 

Office  expenses 93.78 

Drawing  materials..  48  25 

Maps  and  plans  35.00 

83,335.30 

Plans  and  Designs. 
Landscape  Architect  Advisory.        560.00 

83,895.30 

Back   Bay  Park  Betterment  Account. 
Clerical  services  in  examining 
records  at  Registry  of  Deeds 

and  Assessors'  office 8816.00 

Printing 220.16 

Advertising 67.13 

81,103.2» 
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G uner a  l    Account. 
Arnold  Arboretum. 
Examining  records..      $133.12 
Printing  3500   maps 

for  report 128.00 

Surveyors  and  assist- 
ants          109.50 

Draughting  plan  for 

report 48.12 

Surveying  expenses.  7.97 

426.71 

"West  Roxbury  Park. 
Examining  records..       $223.43 
Printing    report,   in- 
cluding map 40.05 

Draughting 8.00 

— 271.48 

Charles  River  Embankment. 
Printing  3000  maps 

for  report #43.31 

Draughting 16.00 

59.31 

Indexing  Plans. 

Draughtsman 210.00 

Highland  Park. 
Advertising  notice  of  hearing. .  34.30 

1,001.80 

Balance  unexpended  Dec.  31, 1880 2,333.43 

38,333,82 

Park  Nursery  Appropriation. 
Balance  unexpended   Dec.  31, 

1879 8414.95 

Appropriation  for  the  financial 

year,  1880-81 l.OOo.OO 

— §1,414,95 

The  expenditures  from  this  appropriation  from 
Jan.  1  to  Dec.  31, 1880,  have  been  as  follows: 

Labor §197.00 

Balance  unexpended   Dec.  31, 

1880 1,217.95 

§1,414,95 

Income- 
Received  from  sale  of  marsh  grass  and 
paid  to  City  Collector  on  account  Public 
Park  Sinking  Fund #36.00 


Summary  of  receipts  and  expenditures  on  ac- 
count of  Back  Bay  Park  construction  from  July 
23,  1877,  to  Dec.  31, 1880. 


§240,008.56 


From  appropriations  for  Park 
Department §14,829.63 

From  appropriations  for  Pub- 
lic Part,  Back  Bay 225,178.93 

Expenditures, 

Filling §212,315.41 

Office  and  general  expenses..         8,619.70 

Boylston-street  Bridge 6,803.76 

Plans  and  designs 6,628.90 

Engineering 6,472.16 

Beacon-entrance  bridge 168.63 


§240,008.56 


Receipts  and  Disbursement  of  the  Department 
from  the  Organization  of  the  Board,  Oct.  8, 1875, 
to  Dec.  31, 1880. 

Public  Park  Construction  and  Maintenance. 
Receipts. 

Public  Park  Loan #450,000.00 

Appropriations,  less  transfers 

and  merged  balances 428,393.71 

§878,393.71 

Disbursements. 
Back  Bay  Park  land  account.  §443,261.63 
Back  Bay  Park  construction  di, 

account 240,008.56       ¥ 

General  account 9,251.26      >!" 

Park  Nursery,  Austin  Farm..         1,782.05 
Balance  unexpended,  Dec.  31,  -, 

1880 184,090.21    .?' 

-§878,393.71 

Public  Park  Debt  and  Sinking  tuna. 
Receipts. 

Annual  appropriations  for 
Sinking  Fund glOS.OOO.OO 

Back  Bay  Park  betterment.. .      88,885.05 

Annual  appropriations  for  in- 
terest on  debt 60,750.00 

Interest  on  bank  deposits  and 
investments 8,785.16 

From  appropriations  for  Pub- 
lic Park,  Back  Bay  and 
Park  Department 4,008.30 

Income  from  sale  of  marsh 

grass ,...• 112.75 

§270,541.26 


Disbursements. 
Public  Park  Sinking  Fund....  §205,782.96 
Interest  on  Public  Park  debt.      55,687.50 
Back    Bay   Park   betterment 

account 4,008.30 

Balance  of   interest  on  debt 

not  due 5,062.50 

§270,541.26 

Debt  Statement. 

The  Public  Park  Debt,  Dec.  31, 1880,  to  be  paid  as 
it  becomes  due  from  the  resources  ot  the  Pub- 
lic Park  Sinking  Fund. 

Public  Park,  Back  Bay,  Loan , 
due  Oct.  7. 1887 §450,000.00 

Less  the  means  in  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  for  paying  the 
same,  Dec.  31,1880 205,782.96 

Debt,  less  means  for  paying §244,217.04 

Sinking  Fund  Statement. 

Resources  of  the  Public  Park  Sinking  Fund,  Dec. 
31, 1880,  in  hands  of  Sinking  Fund  Commission- 
ers; being  bonds  of  the  City  of  Boston  and 
cash,  with  the  dates  when  the  bonds  become 
due. 

Albany  Street  Damages,  March 
1.    1887 §30.000.00 

Public  Park,  Back  Bay,  Oct.  1, 
1887 75.000.00 

Northampton    Street  District, 
July  1,  1889  2,000.00 

"Widening  Commercial   street, 
Oct.  1, 1889  42,000.00 

Total  investments §149,000.00 

Cash 56,782.96 

Total  Resources §205,782.96 

Buck  Bay  Park, 
The  appropriations  of  1880,  for  the  work  on  the 
Back  Bay  Park,  were — 

For  gravel  filling §98,000.00 

For  structures  (of  which  §30.000  was  for 
foundations  of  Beacon  Entrance  and 
Boylston-street  bridges,  and  §34,000  for 
masonry  for  same  to  mean  high  tide) 116,000.00 

Total §214.000.00 


The  work  of  filling  on  the  western  boundary 
road  -was  continued  by  the  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road  Company,  under  its  contract  of  June  20, 

1879,  at  $3.45  per  square,  until  Jan.  28, 1880,  when 
a  new  contract  was  made  with  the  railroad  com- 
pany for  filling  the  location  of  the  proposed 
bridge  on  the  extension  of  Boylston  street  within 
the  park,  at  $3.25  per  square;  under  which  5800 
squares  of  gravel  filling  have  been  delivered. 

On  April  24, 1880,  proposals  were  advertised  for, 
for  filling  on  the  southern  boundary  road,  and  on 
June  3,  the  proposal  of  the  BostoD  &  Albany 
Railroad  Company,  for  doing  the  work  at  S3.45 
per  square,  was  accepted  and  a  contract  signed. 

About  15,673  squares  of  gravel  filling  have  been 
deposited  to  Dec.  31,  on  the  marginal  road  along 
the  western  and  southern  boundary  of  the  park, 
between  the  railroad  and  Huntington  entrance, 
and  6360  feet  ot  roadway  filled  to  about  grade 
eighteen  of  a  general  width  of  fifty  feet. 

Huntington  entrance  has  been  nearly  filled  by 
the  Sewer  and  Improved  Sewerage  departments, 
with  earth  brought  in  carts,  from  work  under 
their  charge,  the  amounts  being  21,702  and  2370 
loads,  respectively. 

Pursuant  to  an  agreement  between  the  City  of 
Boston  and  other  owners  of  the  territory  bound- 
ed by  Beacon  street,  West  Chester  park,  the  Bos- 
ton '&  AJbany  Railroad  and  Brookline  avenue, 
for  the  joint  filling  of  that  territory,  a  contract 
was  made  April  29, 1880,  with  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bany Railro?.d  Company,  for  filling  the  Beacon 
entrance  at  $3.20  per  square.  There  have  been 
deposited  upon  the  whole  territory  to  Dec.  31, 

1880,  37,350  squares,  of  which  6847  squares  were  de- 
posited upon  the  Beacon  entrance,  the  whole  to 
be  completed  Aug.  1, 1881. 

A  small  amount  of  filling  has  been  received  by 
teams,  amounting  to  1021  squares,  and  the  Health 
Department  has  "furnished  12,376  loads  of  ashes 
to  July  30,  since  which  no  filling  by  that  depart- 
ment has  been  done. 

A  contract  was  made  Sept.  28,  1880,  with  Isaac 
A.  Sylvester,  for  building  the  foundations  for  the 
bridge  on  the  exiension  of  Boylston  street  over 
the  outlet  of  Back  Bay  the  work  to  be  finished 
June  1,  1881. 

Under  asuecial  appropriation  and  order  placing 
the  direction  of  the  work   in  charge  of   this  de- 
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gartruent,  the  covered  channel  for  Stony  Brook 
as  been  built  by  day  labor  from  a  point  opposite 
the  present  outlet  of  that  stream  to  the  Boylston 
entrance,  1700  feet,  and  the  pile  foundation  and 
platform  for  the  overflow  gate-chamber  is  nearly 
ready  for  the  masonry.  Although  being  largely 
within  park  territory  it  is  not  a  work  of  park  con- 
struction proper,  and  the  expenditures  do  not 
enter  into  the  accounts  of  this  department. 

All  the  above  work  has  been   done  under  the  di- 
rection of  Mr.  Wightman,  City  Engineer. 
Betterments. 

Of  the  618  assessments  made  upon  estates  for 
benefit  derived  from  the  locating  and  laying  out 
of  the  Back  Bay  Park,  more  than  three-fifths,  or 
388,  have  been  paid  in  full.  One  hundred 
and  four  assessments,  amounting  to  $251,- 
000,  are  apportioned  to  be  paid  with  the  ordi- 
nary taxes  in  three  annual  instalments,  the 
first  of  which  is  now  being  paid,  and  126  assess- 
ments remain  which  have  neither  been  paid  nor 
apportioned,  amounting  to  $101,831;  the  total  re- 
ceipts of  the  City  Collector  for  betterments  and 
interest,  to  Dec.  31, 1880,  being  $88,885.05. 

Petitions,  by  parties  aggrieved  by  their  assess- 
ments, have  been  made  in  the  case  of  114  estates 
to  have  the  amount  of  the  benefit  received  by 
these  estates  assessed  by  a  jury  of  the  Superior 
Court,  as  provided  in  the  park  act.  The  amount 
of  assessments  involved  is  §291,427,  of  which  the 
Boston  Water  Power  Company  represents 
§182,955. 

In  this  counection  it  is  instructive  to  observe 
the  changes  in  the  tax  valuations  of  the  lands  as- 
sessed for  betterment  which  have  taken  place 
since  1877,  as  evidence,  favorable  or  otherwise,  of 
the  judgment  of  the  commissioners  in  fixing  the 
assessments  as  they  did. 

So  far  as  this  evidence  is  admissible,  it  indi- 
cates that  the  amount  of  betterment  assessment 
was  upon  a  conservative  basis,  and  far  below  the 
actual  benefit  derived  from  the  laying  out  of  the 
park. 

The  Assessors'  valuation  of  the  lands  assessed 
for  betterment  was— 
In  1877,  before  the  establishment  of  the 

park 811 ,143,751 

In   1878.  after   tha  establishment  of  the 

park 12,290,392 

Inl879 12.855,664 

Ami  i  u  1880 10,529,900 

Showing  an  increase  in  1880  over  1877  of     85,380,149 
Or   48  3-10   per   cent.,  and  yielding  an  in- 
crease of  revenue  in  1880  at  the  rate  of 

815.20  per  M.  of 881,809.46 

which  is  the  present  monetary  value  of  the  park 
as  affecting  the  city's  income,  representing  a 
value  of  $2,000,000  at  "four  per  cent.,  and  which 
justifies  the  opinion  heretofore  expressed  by  the 
hoard  that  the  park  is  not  a  tax  upon  the  city  at 
large,  but  that  the  increased  taxes  from  the  sur- 
rounding property  pays  its  cost. 

This  increase  of  valuation  is  upon  land  alone, 
and  does  not  include  the  buildings.  The  valua- 
tion of  the  land  in  the  rest  of  the  city  during  the 
same  time  (1877  to  1880)  was  reduced  $36,990,149. 

This  public  work  as  a  financial  scheme  has  thus 
already  passed  beyond  the  point  of  experiment, 
and  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  means  of  steadily 
reducing  the  rates  of  taxes  throughout  the  city 
in  the  future  as  in  the  past,  provided  the  work  of 
improvement  is  prosecuted  as  rapidly  as  it  can 
be  economically  done. 

For  the  same  reason  the  extension  of  Boylston 
street,  outside  the  park  limits,  both  to  the  east 
and  west,  should  receive  early  attention.  That 
portion  of  this  important  avenue  lying  within  the 
park, including  the  bridge  over  the  water-way ,is  in 
progress,  and  to  make  it  available  for  other  pur- 
poses than  as  a  part  of  the  surrounding  park 
road  this  extension  is  essential.  It  will  also 
make  available  for  improvement  many  lands 
upon  which  betterments  have  been  assessed  and 
which  have  paid  increased  taxes  during  the  past 
three  years. 

The  report  concludes  with  a  scheme  for  im- 
proving Muddy  River  and  citing  of  the  status  of 
the  Arnold  Arboretum  matter. 

PUBLIC   BUILDINGS. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  for  the  year  1880  was  received 
and  sent  down. 

Expenditures— For  public  buildings,  $107,583.81; 
for  county  buildings,  $33,853.80  ;  schoolhouses, 
$153,730. HO. 

Following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  of  feet 
of   land  covered  by  the  county  buildings,  public 


buildings  and  schoolhouses,  nearly  all   at  which 
are  enclosed  with  good  and  suitable  fences: 

County  Buildings 167,888  feet. 

Public  Buildings 1,890,033     " 

Schoolhouses 2,772,942     " 

4,830,863     " 
The  above  shows  land  and  buildings  equivalent 
to  111  acres. 

The  estimated  valuation  of  the  several  county 
public  buildings  and  schoolhouses,  including  fur- 
niture, land,  etc.,  is  as  follows: 

County  Buildings 82,840,500 

Public  Buildings 7.615,800 

Schoolhouses 8,326,000 

Total 818,782,300 

FOOT  BRIDGES  ON  THE  COMMON, 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  order  of  the  City  Council  authorizing  the 
creation  of  foot  bridges  on  the  Common  at  a  cose 
not  exceeding  $1500,  would  respectfully  report  in 
favor  of  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order 
granting  $500  for  that  purpose. 

For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  expend  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $500  in  constructing  a  temporary 
foot  bridge  at  the  West-street  entrance  on  Bos- 
ton Common,  and  that  the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  said 
amount  from  the  reserved  fund,  to  constitute  a 
special  appropriation  for  said  purpose. 

Order  read  twice  and  rejected— yeas  6,  nays  5, 
two-thirds  of  the  Board  not  voting  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Breck,  Flynn,  Haldeinan, 
O'Brien,  Slade,  vVoolley — 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Caldwell,  Curtis,  Hersey, 
Viles,  Whitten— 5. 

Absent — Alderman  Tucker. 

ADOPTION  OF  BY-LAWS  AND  ORDINANCES  BY 
CITIES. 

A  report  and  order  (City  Doc.  15)  came  up  for 
the  Mayor  to  petition  for  an  act  relating  to  by- 
laws and  ordinances  so  as  to  allow  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners  for  terms  of  more  than 
one  year,  etc.  Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Slade. 

Later  in  the  session  the  ordinance  was  taken 
from  the  table,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Breck. 

Alderman  Breck-This  subject  has  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  it 
was  unanimously  agreed  to  by  that  committee 
that  the  order  should  be  put  in  by  Mr.  Whitmore, 
the  chairman,  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil. The  City  Solicitor  has  given  it  his  considera- 
tion and  recommends  it. 

Alderman  Slade— I  do  not  know  as  I  should  ob- 
ject to  this  after  I  had  a  chance  to  look  at  it;  but 
it  seems  to  me  by  running  it  over  that  it  author- 
izes the  City  Government  to  appoint  commissions 
at  any  time  we  see  fit.  It  we  have  authority  to  do 
anything  we  are  pretty  apt  to  do  it,  right  or 
wrong.  It  seems  to  me  this  is  an  ordinance  that 
is  liable  to  be  abused;  that  we  shall  be  liable  to 
make  commissions  upon  trifling  matters,  which 
will  be  expensive,  for  I  do  not  understand  that 
the  commissioners  are  to  work  without  pay.  It 
seems  to  me  it  will  be  putting  into  the  hands  of 
the  City  Council  a  power  they  will  be  liable  to 
make  a  bad  use  of.  Perhaps  I  do  not  correctly 
understand  it,  but  as  I  do  understand  it,  I  do  not 
believe  in  it. 

Alderman  Viles— I  do  not  know  as  I  fully  un- 
derstand it.  If  it  is  to  appoint  commissions,  I 
do  not  believe  in  it.  I  think  the  city  of  Boston 
has  about  all  the  commission  it  needs  today.  I 
wish  to  look  into  it,  and  move  it  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Alderman  Breck— The  matter  was  passed  by  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  commissions  were 
not  alluded  to  in  any  way.  It  is  merely  to  facili- 
tate business  by  having  some  of  the  ordinances 
amended,  so  that  they  can  be  used  better  than 
now. 

The  report  and  ordinance  were  laid  on  the 
tabic. 

THE  BROOKER  FUND. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Caldwell  the  order  to 
petition  the  Legislature  to  transfer  to  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  the  distribution  of  the  income 
of  the  Brooker  fund  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  am  hardly  in  favor  of  the 
order,  although  1  should  have  no  objection  to  the 
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Overseers  of  the  Poor   bavins   the   right  to  dis- 
tribute this  fund.    But  it  seems  to  me  it  is  about 
as  well  as  it  can  be.    I  have  no  special  remarks  to 
make  against  it. 
The  order  was  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Reports  on  sundry  schedules  of  cost  of  sewers 
with  orders  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of 
the  proportionate  part  thereof.    Orders  passed. 

THE  CHARLESTOWN     ALMSHOUSE. 

Alderman  Viles  presented  the  following: 
Office  of  the  Board  op  Directors  for  ) 
Public  Institutions, 

Boston,  Jan.  31, 1881.    ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  ana  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  the  City  of  Boston :  Gentlemen— The  Board 
of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  respectively 
request  that  the  sum  of  $2500  be  transferred  from 
the  appropriation  for  pauper  expenses  for  the 
payment  of  bills  already  incurred  in  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  Almshouse  in  the  Charlestown  Dis- 
trict, Nov.  15, 1880,  and  for  the  remainder  of  the 
financial  year. 

Pending  the  action  of  the  City  Council  upon 
their  recommendation  for  the  discontinuance  of 
this  institution  one  year  ago,  no  regular  appro- 
priation was  requested  by  this  board.  In  Octo- 
ber last  the  sum  of  $3000  was  transferred  from 
the  House  of  Industry  appropriation  to  defray 
the  expense  incurred  up  to  that  time.  The  sum 
now  asked  for  will  probably  be  sufficient  to  main- 
tain the  institution  for  the  remainder  of  the  finan- 
cial year,  or  until  the  question  of  its  further  con- 
tinuance can  be  decided. 

For  the  Board  of  Directors, 
Very  respectfully, 

Samuel  Little, 

President. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance.  Sent 
down. 

Boston,  Jan.  31, 1881. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  the  City  of  Boston :  Gentlemen — The  Board  of 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  in  the  discharge 
of  their  official  duty,  respectfully  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  City  Council  to  the  condition  of  the 
almshouse  in  the  Charlestown  District.  About  one 
year  ago  the  board  submitted  to  the  City  Council 
a  communication  in  which  they  reviewed  the  his- 
tory and  condition  of  this  institution,  and  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  it  should  be  discontinued 
as  a  separate  institution. 

As  the  time  for  considering  what  appropria- 
tions will  be  required  for  another  year  has  ar- 
rived, the  board  feel  it  incumbent  upon  them  to 
renew  the  opinion  that  this  almshouse  should  be 
discontinued,  as  they  are  more  than  ever  con- 
vinced that  the  welfare  of  the  inmates  and  the 
Dest  interests  of  the  city  seem  to  require  that  this 
course  should  be  taken.  If  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  City  Council  to  maintain  this  almshouse  as  a 
separate  institution,  it  will  be  necessary  to  appro- 
priate a  considerable  sum  to  put  the  build- 
ings in  proper  condition.  At  present  the 
building  is  heated  by  fourteen  stoves,  and 
the  risk  from  fire  in  consequence  is 
very  great.  The  entire  system  of  heat- 
ing should  be  changed  and  many  alterations 
made,  which  will  incur  large  expense.  The  loca- 
tion is  objectionable  and  the  surroundings  not  of 
a  nature  to  contribute  to  the  health  or  comfort  of 
the  inmates;  and  the  directors  are  unwilling  to 
continue  the  responsibility  of  maintaining  the 
institution  unless  there  can  be  a  radical  change, 
which,  in  the  nature  of  the  circumstances,  ap- 
pears to  be  too  expensive  to  compensate  for 
the  benefits  to  be  derived.  Before  preparing 
any  estimate  of  the  amount  required  to 
place  the  buildings  in  suitable  condition, 
the  board  of  directors  would  be  very 
glad  to  obtain  an  expression  of  the  intention 
of  the  City  Council  with  reference  to  the  further 
maintenance  of  this  institution.  If  it  shall  be 
decided  to  continue  it,  the  board  will  prepare 
estimates  of  the  amount  required  for  such  pur- 
pose; but  they  cannot  forbear  the  expression  of 
their  opinion,  after  mature  deliberation  based 
upon  the  experience  of  the  past  few  years,  that  it 
will  be  most  advantageous  and  economical  to  dis- 
continue the  institution  and  distribute  the  in- 
mates in  the  other  institutions  now  in  charge  of 
the  board.  The  males  can  be  sent  to  Rainsford 
Island,  and  the  females  to  the  Austin  Farm.  At 
both  these  places  they  will  find  more  ample  ac- 
commodation, where  there  are  much  better  facili- 


ties for  their  proper  classification  and  care. 
Suitable  arrangements  can  be  made  for  the  com- 
fortable and  economical  provision  of  the  two 
aged  married  couples  without  separation,  in  pri- 
vate families  or  elsewhere,  and  all  objection  to  a 
discontinuance  of  the  institution  on  that  ground 
will  be  obviated. 

The  number  of  inmates  at  Charlestown  has 
been  reduced  to  twenty  by  removals  to  other  in- 
stitutions. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  board  the  longer  continu- 
ance of  the  institution  in  its  present  condition  is 
discreditable  to  the  city  and  dangerous  to  its  in- 
mates; and  while  the  Directors  will  do  all  in  their 
power  to  avert  danger  and  carry  out.  the  wishes 
of  the  City  Council,  they  can  but  reiterate  the 
opinion  already  expressed,  that  the  best  interests 
of  the  city  require  that  it  should  be  discontinued 
at  an  early  day. 

Very  respectfully, 

Samuel  Little,  President. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions.   Sent  down. 

BRIDGE  REPORT. 

Annual  Report  of  Superinteudentjof  Meridien- 
street  Bridge,  showing  3711  vessels  passed  through 
the  draw  in  1880.    Sent  down. 

PERMIT  FOR  METAL  FURNACES. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  in  favor  of  grant- 
ing the  petition  of  Dorker,  Grundy  &  Co.  to  set 
and  use  two  metal  furnaces  at  38  Chardon  street, 
the  furnaces  to  be  set  under  the  direction  of  the 
Inspector  of  Buildings.    Accepted. 

PERMITS    FOR    STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board  in 
favor  of  granting  petitions  to  occupy  stables,  as 
follows:  l William  H.  Dyer,  Monadnock  street, 
"Ward  22;  Reed  Bros.  &  Sawin,  Rutherford  ave- 
nue, corner  of  Winchester  street,  Ward  5;  Ruth 
H.  Tompson,  Gurney  street,  Ward  22;  Boston  Su- 
gar Refinery  Co.,  Webster  street,  near  Lewis 
street,  Ward  2.    Severally  accepted. 

LICENSES. 
Alderman   Breck  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 
Minors'  applications  granted — Ten  newsboys. 
Accepted. 

NEGLECTED  CHILDREN. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances : 
An  Ordinance 
In  Relation  to  Neglected  Children. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc., 

Section  l.  Every  child  under  sixteen  years  of 
age  who,  by  reason  of  the  neglect,  crime,"  drunk- 
enness, or  other  vices  of  parents,  or  from  orphan- 
age, is  suffered  to  be  growing  up  without  salu- 
tary parental  control  and  education,  or  in  cir- 
cumstances exposing  such  child  to  lead  an  idle 
and  dissolute  life,  may  be  ordered  to  such  insti- 
tution ot  instruction  or  other  place  as  may  by  or- 
dinance be  assigned  for  the  purpose  for  a  term 
not  extending  beyond  the  age  of  twenty-one  years 
for  males  or  eighteen  years  for  females. 

Sect.  2.  The  Marcella-street  Home  is  hereby 
assigned  as  a  place  to  which  children  may  be 
ordered  upon  complaints  made  under  the  above 
section  and  chapter  283  of  the  acts  of  the  year 
1866;  and  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  In- 
stitutions shall  have  and  exercise  the  same  con- 
trol over  the  children  sent  to  said  place,  except 
the  power  to  bind  out  as  apprentices  or  servants, 
as  they  have  and  exerciseover  children  sentenced 
and  committed  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
182  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1825. 

Sect.  3.  Section  4  of  the  ordinance  relating  to 
the  House  ot  Reformation  as  printed  in  the  Stat- 
utes and  Ordinances  of  1876,  and  the  ordinance  in 
relation  to  neglected  children,  approved  Jan.  1, 
1881,  are  herebv  repealed. 
Sent  down. 


RELEASE  FROM  THE  COUNTY  JAIL. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Public   Institutions  on  the  part  of 
the  Board  recommending  the  release  of  Clifton 
F.  Parker  from  the  county  jail.    Accepted. 
PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  on  schedules  of  cost  of  edgestones  in 
different  parts  of  the  city,  with  orders  for  the  as- 
sessment and  collection  of  the  proportionate  part 
thereof.    Orders  passed. 


JANUARY      31,       1881. 
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MARKET. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Market  recommending  the  ap- 
proval of  the  transfer  of  lease  of  Stall  No.  30, 
Faneuil  Hall  Market,  from  C.B.  Morrison  to  Jere- 
miah Russell.    Accepted. 

OABE  OF  THE  COMMON  AND  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Alderman  Viles  presented  the  following  by  re- 
quest, and  asked  to  have  it  read: 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City 
of  Boston— The  undersigned  hereby  offers  to  en- 
ter into  a  contract  with  the  city,  with  satisfac- 
tory securities,  to  furnish  all  the  plants,  trees, 
shrubs,  gravel,  loam,  sodding  and  other  material 
necessary  for  the  proper  care  and  renewal  of  the 
Common,  Public  Garden  and  all  of  the  public 
squares  of  the  city,  and  to  take  the  sole  care  of 
the  husbandry,  culture  and  improvement  of  said 
grounds,  uner  the  direction  and  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares, 
the  term  of  one  year,  for  the  sum  of  $30,000;  and  I 
further  stipulate  that  all  plants,  trees,  shrubs, 


gravel,  loam,  sodding  and  other  materials,  stipu- 
lated to  be  furnished  by  me  for  said  grounds, 
shall  be  equal  in  amount,  number  and  quality  to 
that  furnished  for  such  purpose  in  either  one  of 
the  last  two  years,  and  that  said  grounds  shall  be 
kept  in  all  respects  in  as  neat  and  attractive  a 
condition  as  they  have  been  kept  in  the  last  two 
years.  John  Reardon,  64  Revere  street. 

Boston,  Jan.  31, 1881. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Viles,  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 
Sent  down. 

armories. 

Alderman  Haldeman  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Armories  be  requested  to  pro- 
vide a  suitable  ground  or  place  for  the  parade, 
drill  and  target-practice  of  the  militia  belonging 
to  the  city  of  Boston,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  article  12,  section  88,  chapter  265  of 
the  acts  of  1878;  the  expense  attending  the  same 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Armories. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Viles 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

FEBRUARY   3,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  P.  M.,  Andrew  J.  Bailey, 
President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions, of  a  communication  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors for  Public  Institutions,  recommending  the 
discontinuance  of  the  Charlestown  Almshouse. 
Concurred. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  a 
request  of  said  directors  for  a  transfer  of  $2500 
from  the  appropriation  for  Pauper  Expenses  for 
the  payment  of  bills  already  incurred,  and  for 
the  maintenance  for  the  remainder  of  the  finan- 
cial year  of  said  almshouse.    Concurred. 

Au  ordinance  in  relation  to  neglected  children. 
Passed  in  concurrence  and  a  reconsideration  was 
refused. 

Notice  of  non-concurrence  in  the  passage  of 
the  order  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  for  an  act  to 
regulate  the  mode  of  filling  vacancies  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.    Placed  on  file. 

The  Care  of  the  Public  Grounds. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc., 
of  a  proposal  of  John  Reardon  to  contract  for  the 
care  of  the  Common  and  public  grounds  for  one 
year  for  $30,000. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  move  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  this  petition.  The  same  gentle- 
l.  an  sent  in  this  proposition  some  two  years  ago, 
and  it  wa  s  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common 
and  Squares.  They  gave  him  a  hearing,  and  it 
was  not  satisfactory,  and  the  committee  refused 
him.  As  I  understand,  it  came  up  last  year,  and 
he  was  refused.  The  Committee  on  Common  has 
not  made  an  advertisement  to  let  the  work  out  by 
contract,  and  I  don't  see  why  the  gentleman 
should  couie  up  here  year  after  year.  It  is  mere- 
ly a  slur  upon  the  gentleman  who  holds  the  posi- 
tion of  City  Forester. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  hope  the  motion  will 
not  prevail.  It  think  it  ought  to  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares,  and  I 
hope  it  will  be. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  de- 
clared lo^t.  Mr.  Rosnosky  doubted  the  vote  and 
the  Council  was  divided — 17  for,  28  against. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Common,  etc.,  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Wheeler  of 
Ward  10  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would 
prevail.    Lost. 

Near  the  close  of  the  session,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Clapp  of  Ward  24,  the  rule  was  suspended,  the 
former  action  on  the  petition  was  reconsidered, 
and  the  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Nomination  of  Superintendent  of  Public 
Grounds,  with  instructions  to  give  the  petitioner 
a  hearing.  Mr.  Clapp  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  $200  to  each  of  the  Boston  Posts  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  Decoration  Day,  or  to  assist  families 
of  deceased  or  disabled  soldiers  and  sailors. 
Passed— yeas  57,  nays  0.  Sent  up. 
SIXTH    REPORT    OF    THE  RECORD  COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  presented  the  sixth 
report  of  the  Record  Commissioners,  being  the 
Roxbury  Land  Records  and  the  Records  of  the 
First  Church  in  Roxbury. 

Mr.  Whitmore  explained  that  hereafter  the  re- 
ports would  not  be  numbered,  that  hereafter  the 
reports  would  be  stereotyped  and  the  demand 
kept  supplied  if  deemed  necessary.  There  had 
been  a  great  desire  to  get  complete  sets  for  col- 
lections, but  they  had  been  unable  to  supply 
them.  The  volumes  are  deposited  in  public  li- 
braries of  cities  and  towns  where  they  will  be  ac- 
cessible to  the  largest  number  of  people. 

The  report  was  sent  up. 

A    GIFT    TO    THE    CITY. 

Mr.  Whitmore  presented  the  following: 

Green  Street,  ( 

Charlestown,  Feb.  1, 1881.  J 
To  the  City  Council,  Boston:  Gentlemen— Allow 
me  to  present  for  permanent  use  among  the  city 


archives  a  volume  containing  "Records  of  the 
First  Church  in  Charlestown,  Mass.,  1632-1789,"  of 
which  a  few  complete  copies  have  been  printed. 
These  records  may  help  persons  who  examine  the 
collection  belonging  to  the  city  of  Boston;  and, 
as  the  book  will  be  scarce  in  future,  the  writer 
respectfully  asks  that  the  copy  sent  with  this 
communication  may  be  preserved  as  proposed. 
Very  respectfully, 

James  F.  Hunnewell. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  the  following  in  connec- 
tion with  the  communication : 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  thankfully  ac- 
cepts the  gift  of  a  bound  volume  of  Charlestown 
Church  Records  from  Mr.  James  F.  Hunnewell, 
and  hereby  orders  that  the  book  be  placed  in  the 
office  of  the  City  Registrar,  to  be  kept  with  the 
city  archives  there. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  make  one  statement 
in  regard  to  this  matter.  The  book  is  very  val- 
uable and  interesting.  The  records  of  the  First 
Church  in  Charlestown  were  printed  by  Mr.  Hun- 
newell at  his  expense  in  the  Genealogical  Regis- 
ter in  part,  and  have  been  completed  by  hiin. 
Only  about  sixty  copies  were  printed,  of  which  he 
has  presented  the  city  with  one.  I  can  assure  the 
Council  it  should  be  preserved,  because  it  will 
ereatly  facilitate  the  labors  of  those  who  come  to 
the  City  Registrar's  office  to  search  the  records  of 
Charlestown. 

The  resolve  was  passed.    Sent  up. 
petitions  presented. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented: 

By  the  President — Henry  Holthaus,  Executor, 
for  release  of  conditions  in  deed  of  estates  on 
Shawmut  avenue  and  Middlesex  street. 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Benjamin  H.  Stinson,  to  be  paid  balance 
claimed  to  be  due  him  on  his  bill  for  painting 
the  steamer  Henry  Morrison  in  1870;  Edwin 
Jaquith,  to  be  compensated  for  injuries  sustained 
from  insecure  condition  of  School  street,  Ward 
23,  Jan.  14, 1881;  Rachel  H.  Hunt,  for  compensa- 
tion for  injuries  received  through  a  defect  in  the 
highway  in  Roxbury  street,  Jan.  8, 1881.  Several- 
ly referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23— Petition  of  George 
D.  Brown  and  thirty-one  others,  that  the  name  of 
Spring-park  avenue  be  changed  to  Sandwich 
street. 

Severally  sent  up. 

Public  Library. 

Mr.  Dudley  of  Ward  4  presented  the  following, 
which  on  his  motion  was  referred  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Library: 

To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston— The 
undersigned,  being  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, and  having  been  from  August,  1874,"  to  May, 
1880,  in  the  employ  of  the  city  in  the  Public  Libra- 
ry, and  having  a  deep  interest  in  its  welfare,  after 
a  careful  study  of  its  history  and  present  condi- 
tion, has  come  to  certain  conclusions  which 
strong  convictions  of  duty  lead  him  to  present  in 
the  following  memorial : 

The  Boston  Public  Library  was  founded  to  car- 
ry out  a  certain  definite  end— the  education  of 
the  people.  To  this  noble  aim,  as  sought  by 
Edward  Everett,  George  Ticknor,  C.  C.  Jewett 
and  other  eminent  citizens,  was  due  its  unparal- 
.  leled  growth  in  the  beginning  and  its  liberal 
support  by  the  city  up  to  the  present  day.  And 
its  true  welfare  in  the  future  depends  on  its  keep- 
ing this  grand  end  of  crowning  with  it  the  educa- 
tional system  of  the  city  steadily  and  prominent- 
ly in  view. 

The  time  has  now  come  in  my  judgment  when 
it  may  be  well  to  examine  into  the  condition  and 
work  of  the  library  to  see  how  far  in  the  imme- 
diate past  and  at  present  it  is  the  policy  of  the 
trustees  to  make  the  library  primarily  a  place  for 
those  who  desire  knowledge,  in  the  words  of  the 
first  report,  "to  complete  a  preparation  for  active 
life,  or  to  perform  its  duties." 

I  will  treat  of  the  subject  under  the  three  heads, 
the  purchase  of  books,  the  catalogues  and  the 
administration;  first,  however,  calling  your  atten- 
tion to  the  radical  difference  between  a  library 
having  an  educational  aim  and  one  like  that  in 
the  British  Museum.  The  latter  is  intended  for 
scholars  and  not  for  the  people.  Its  publications, 
its  expenditures,  its  methods  of  government,  are 
all  in  the  interests  of  the  few  and  not  of  the 
many.  It  aims  to  be  a  great  storehouse  of  litera- 
ture and  historical  material,  a  place  where  the 
preservation  of  books  is  an  end  of  equal  impor- 
tance with    their   use.    The  educational   library 
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subordi  nates  every  end  to  the  instruction  and 
elevation  of  the  whole  people.  And  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  affirming  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  iounders  and  benefactors  of  this  library,  as 
it  is  the  present  idea  of  the  community  at  large, 
to  make  the  preservation  of  books  and  the  collec- 
tion of  material  for  the  historian  and  scholar  sec- 
ond to  the  far  grander  aim  of  educating  the 
people. 

The  first  absolutely  essential  requisite  to  reach 
this  end  is  that  there  should  be  aeareful  selection 
of  all  books  purchased.  This  also  a  due  regard 
to  economy  and  the  wise  expenditure  of  the  city 
and  trust  funds  would  naturally  require.  The 
method  actually  pursued  in  past  years  is 
as  follows:  A  small  proportion  of  the  books  is 
bought  by  direct  order,  and  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  public.  The  most  are  sent  in  by 
agents,  to  whom  general  instructions  are  given, 
and,  after  a  hasty  inspection,  some  of  the  Amer- 
ican books  may  be  rejected,  but  the  foreign  have 
been,  as  a  rule,  accepted.  By  this  method  it  is 
impossible  to  be  certain  that  the  library  gets  the 
best  books  for  the  people.  Then  a  large  number 
of  practically  worthless  books,  that  is  books  of 
no  use  to  this  community,  together  with  a  small 
number  of  immoral  books  are  bought.  The  only 
careful  selection  of  books  is  made  in  the  inter- 
ests of  a  few  scholars,  while  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  the  funds  available  for  this  purpose  is 
spent  for  books  for  them  and  for  mere  curiosities 
and  bibliographical  rarities  of  no  use  to  the 
general  public  and  not  intended  to  be  used  by 
them.  Many  also  of  these  purchases  have  been 
of  books  either  already  in  the  library  or  in  other 
libraries  in  the  city  wheie  they  are  accessible  to 
scholars.  Immense  quantities  of  novels  and 
story  books  have  been  nought  in  a  manner  en- 
tirely contrary  to  the  principles  upou  which  the 
library  was  originally  managed.  Some  of  them 
are  decidedly  immoral  in  their  tendencies  and 
teach  doctrines  subversive  of  religion  and  the 
State.  They  circulate  largely  among  the  school 
children  and  are  doing,  I  believe,  incalculable 
mischief.  If  those  read  in  the  reading  rooms  are 
included  it  would  be  found  that  over  three-quar- 
ters of  the  works  of  the  library  were 
of  this  character.  Now  this  annual  cir- 
culation of  nearly  or  quite  a  million  of  novels 
and  stories,  which  have  been  bought  indiscrimi- 
nately, good  as  well  as  "sensational  and  vapid 
productions"  (Report  for  1880,  p.  4),  assumes  the 
proportions  of  a  public  calamity. 

The  catalogues  of  a  library  whose  main  object 
is  the  education  of  the  people  will  be  designed  to 
give  the  easiest  possible  access  to  the  books. 
This  principle  is  entirely  disregarded  so  far  as 
regards  the  main  library.  The  branches,  with 
one  exception,  have  good  printed  catalogues.  In 
the  main  library,  however,  the  card  catalogues, 
mere  makeshifts  for  recording  the  new  books, 
have  been  permanently  substituted  for  the  print- 
ed catalogues  which  a  library  of  this  character 
should  and  up  to  1867  did  have.  These  card  cata- 
logues are  also  in  the  long  run  more  expensive 
than  printed  catalogues,  and  are  utterly  unsuited 
to  the  ordinary  reader.  They  are  in  great  part 
illegible  to  those  who  do  not  read  writing  easily. 
They  lack  simplicity,  and  follow  a  scientific  meth- 
od hard  to  understand,  and  are  made  with  such 
mechanical  obedience  to  rules  as  to  often  outrage 
the  first  principles  of  common  sense.  Large 
sums,  which  would  have  sufficed  to  print  cata- 
logues of  the  greater  part  of  the  whole  library, 
have  been  spent  upon  catalogues  of  very  small 
collections  of  books,  useful  to  an  exceedingly 
limited  number  of  scholars.  The  expense  of 
cataloguing  has  also  been  greatly  increased 
by  attention  to  bibliographical  details,  out 
of  place  in  the  catalogue  of  a  pub- 
lic library,  and  in  the  preparation  of  lists  of 
books  and  elaborate  notes  on  learned  subjects  for 
the  use  of  special  students.  At  the  same  time  all 
the  methods  of  instructing  the  people  as  to  the 
best  reading  for  them,  so  successfully  inaugurated 
by  Mr.  Winsor,  have,  with  some  insignificant  ex- 
ceptions, entirely  ceased.  In  a  word,  while  the 
efficiency  of  the  catalogue  department  and  its 
usefulness  to  the  general  public  has  greatly  de- 
creased, its  expense  has  very  greatly  increased. 

The  natural  method  of  administering  a  great 
library  will  be  to  place  a  strong  and  capable  man 
at  its  head  with  full  powers  and  directly  resoonsi- 
ble  to  the  trustees,  who  will  exercise  a  general 
oversight.  The  method  actually  in  force  is  to  ad- 
minister the  library,  even  to  small  details,  by 
committees  of   the   trustees.     The   librarian  is 

dually  without    power,   though   ostensibly  re- 


sponsible for  the  condition  of  the  library.  In 
years  past  the  principal  officers  have  rarely  been 
consulted  in  regard  to  its  affairs,  and  have  had 
no  voice  in  shaping  its  policy.  The  result  is  that 
there  has  been  no  progress  in  library  economy. 
There  is  no  rigid  oversight  of  the  departments,  to 
their  great  detriment.  The  statistics  are  untrust- 
worthy, and  the  last  report  is  misleading  and  dis- 
ingenuous, as  the  losses  of  the  library 
and  the  circulation  of  light  literature  are 
systematically  understated.  The  inefficiency 
of  the  management  Is  illustrated  by  the 
fact  that  one  copy  of  a  book  is  in  the  Inferno  as 
being  unfit  on  account  of  its  immorality  for  read- 
ing, while  another  copy  is  allowed  to  circulate 
freely.  1  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  the 
business  generally  of  the  library  is  conducted 
without  proper  reference  to  legal  forms.  That 
money  is  expended  and  books  purchased  without 
proper  authority.  That  employe's  are  discharged 
illegally.  I  believe  in  tine,  that  a  system  in  which 
the  power  is  all  in  the  hands  of  one  person  and  is 
exercised  by  him  even  to  the  smallest  details, 
while  the  responsibility  rests  upon  another  who 
is  actually  powerless,  is  one  subversive  of  good 
order  and  discipline,  and  fatally  hostile  to  the 
true  interests  of  the  library  and  the  people  to 
whom  it  belongs.  The  library  has  practically  be- 
come a  place  where  a  few  persons  gratify  their 
private  tastes  at  the  public  expense. 

From  these  considerations  it  is  evident  to  me 
that  the  trustees  have  lost  sight  of  the  true  aim 
for  which  the  library  was  founded.  With  limited 
public  and  trust  funds  great  care  ought  to  be  ex- 
ercised in  the  purchase  of  books.  The  selection 
is  left  chiefly  to  booksellers,  who  send  many 
books  which  the  library  does  not  need  and  ought 
not  to  have.  Having  a  popular  educational  aim, 
the  wants  of  the  studious  clerks,  mechanics  and 
children  should  be  scrupulously  considered, 
before  those  of  the  scholar.  The  method  of  the 
trustees  is  exactly  the  reverse.  Being  founded 
primarily  to  enable  the  young  "to  complete  a 
preparation  for  active  life  or  to  perform  its  du- 
ties," a  rigid  supervision  would  naturally  be  kept 
over  the  fiction  bought  and  circulated.  On  the 
contrary,  novels  and  stories,  good  and  bad, 
moral  and  immoral,  are  scattered  in  one  vast 
mass  over  the  city  with  a  callous  indiffence  to  the 
results  which  they  produce.  In  the  catalogues 
thev  have  neglected  the  interests  of  the  public, 
while  their  system  of  administration  is  one  con- 
trary to  the  principles  of  good  government  and 
involves  grave  dangers. 

In  conclusion,  may  I  be  permitted  to  make  a 
few  suggestions  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
Horary  might  be  so  managed  in  the  future  as  to 
greatly  aid  in  the  instruction  and  elevation  of  the 
people.  A  competent  person  should  be  charged 
with  the  duty  of  carefully  selecting  the  books 
most  useful  to  the  public.  The  purchase  and  cir- 
culation of  novels  should  cease.  The  printing  of 
simple  catalogues  of  the  main  library  should  be- 
gin without  delay.  An  index  to  the  subjects  in 
the  card  catalogue,  showing  under  what  head 
each  can  be  found,  and  primer  catalogues  of  the 
best  English  works  on  the  various  trades,  arts  and 
manufactures  in  which  our  citizens  are  en- 
gaged, as  well  as  of  the  best  histo- 
ries, biographies,  descriptive  wirks  of  this 
and  other  countries,  elementary  scientific  trea- 
tises and  simple  courses  of  reading  should  also 
be  printed.  The  government  of  the  library 
should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Librarian, 
assisted  by  a  council  of  the  principal  officers,  the 
duties  of  the  trustees  being  naturally  those  re- 
lating to  the  general  oversight.  I  would  also 
recommend  that  the  expensive  practice  of  bind- 
ing books  in  the  library  be  abandoned,  and  that 
the  Examining  Committee,  instead  of,  as  now,  be- 
ing appointed  by  the  Trustees,  should  be  appoint- 
ed Dy  the  Mayor. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Jan.  8,  1881.  Jas.  M.  Hubbard. 

Sent  up. 

THE    RESERVOIR    BUILDING. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23  submitted  the  follow- 
ing : 

The  Committee  on  Puolic   Buildings,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  accompanying  order  for  the  sale 
of  the  reservoir  building    on    Derne    street,    beg 
leave  to  report  favorable  to  its  passage. 
For  the  Committee, 

N.  M.  Morrison. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  said  order  was 
passed.    Sent  up. 


GO 


COMMON       COUNCIL, 


JOINT  RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  the  following:  (City 
Doc.  20): 

The  joint  special  committee  appointed  to  ex- 
amine and  report  what  changes,  if  any,  are  re- 
quired in  the  Rules  and  Orders  ot  the  City  Coun- 
cil, having  considered  the  subject,  beg  leave  to 
report  in  part  at  this  time  by  recommending  that 
the  following  changes  be  made: 

Sect.  8.  Strike  our.  the  word  "and"  in  the 
fourth  line  of  the  pocket  edition. 

Sect.  10.  Insert  at  the  beginning  the  words 
"Either  branch  of  the  City  Council  may  commit 
or  recommit  to  a  joint  committee  and." 

Also  by  striking  out  the  words  "every  joint," 
and  inserting  "a"  before  the  word  "both"  in  the 
first  line. 

Sect.  20.  Substitute  a  new  rule,  to  read  as  fol- 
lows : 

Sect.  20.  No  bills  for  refreshments  or  carriages 
shall  be  paid,  unless  such  bills  shall  specify  in  ae- 
tail  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  such  re- 
freshments or  carriages  were  furnished,  the  dates 
of  furnishing  the  same,  and  shall  be  approved  by 
the  members  of  the  City  Council  charged  there- 
with, or  countersigned  by  the  presiding  officer  of 
a  board  or  chairman  of  a  committee. 

All  bills  lor  refreshments  shall  be  presented  at 
the  time  incurred,  and,  if  incurred  by  a  commit- 
tee, the  chairman,  or  chairman  pro  tern.,  shall 
certify  that  the  persons  named  were  present. 

The  presiding  officer  of  a  board,  or  chairman  of 
a  committee,  shall  not  countersign  any  such  bill 
for  refreshments  or  carriage  hire,  unless  approved 
as  herein  required,  nor  shall  he  countersign  any 
such  bill  on  account  of  any  person  not  a  member 
of  the  City  Council,  unless  such  person  has  been 
invited  by  a  recorded  vote  of  the  board  or  com- 
mittee. 

Such  bills  when  so  approved  shall  be  paid  from 
the  appropriations  to  which  they  are  incident; 
aud  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  shall  not  pass  any 
such  bill  for  the  approval  of  the  Committee  on 
Accounts,  unless  it  has  been  approved  as  provid- 
ed in  this  or  the  preceding  section. 

The  following  orders  cover  the  proposed 
changes,  and  the  committee  respectfully  recom- 
mend their  passage. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Hugh  O'Brien. 
Clinton  Viles. 
Andrew  J.  Bailey. 
William  H.  Whitmore. 
Eugene  B.  Hagar. 

Ordered,  That  section  8  of  the  joint  rules  and 
orders  be  amended,  to  read  as  follows: 

"Sect.  8.  in  i- very  case  of  disagreement  between 
the  two  branches  of  the  City  Council,  if  either 
branch  shall  request  a  conference,  and  appoint  a 
committee  of  conference,  the  other  branch  shall 
also  appoint  such  a  committee.  Both  committees 
shall,  at  an  hour  to  be  agreed  upon  by  their  chair- 
men, meet  and  state  to  each  other,  verbally  or  in 
writing,  as  either  shall  choose,  the  reason  for  the 
action  of  their  respective  branches  in  relation  to 
the  matter  in  controversy,  shall  confer  freely 
thereon,  and  shall  report  to  their  respective 
branches." 

Ordered,  That  section  10  of  the  joint  rules  and 
orders  be  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"Seer.  10.  Either  branch  ot  the  City  Council 
may  commit  ana  recommit  to  a  joint  committee, 
and  the  report  of  a  committee  upon  any  subject 
referred  to  it  shall,  in  less  otherwise  ordered  by 
rhe  City  Council  or  by  the  committee,  be  present- 
ed to  the  branch  in  which  the  order  of  reference 
originated.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every 
joint  committee  to  which  any  subject  may  be 
specially  referred  to  report  thereon  within  four- 
weeks,  or  to  asu  for  further  time." 

Ordered,  That  section  20  of  the  joint  rules  and 
orders  he  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"Sect.  20.  No  bills  for  refreshments  or  car- 
riages shall  be  paid,  unless  such  bills  shall  specify 
in  detail  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  such 
refreshments  or  carriages"  were  furnished,  the 
dates  of  lurnishing  the  same,  and  shall  he  ap- 
proved by  the  members  of  the  City  Council 
charged  therewith,  or  countersigned  by  the  pre- 
siaing  officer  of  a  hoard  or  chairman  of  a  com- 
mittee. 

•'All  bills  foi  refreshments  shall  be  presented  at 
the  time  incurred,  and  if  incurred  by  a  commit- 
tee, the  chairman,  or  chairman  pro  tem.,  shall 
certify  that  the  persons  named  were  present. 

"The  presiding  officer  of  a  board,  or  chairman 
of  a  committee,  shall  not  countersign  any  bill  for 
refreshments,  or  carriage  hire,  unless  approved 


as  herein  required;  nor  shall  he  countersign  any 
such  bill  on  account  of  any  person  not  a  member 
of  the  City  Council,  unless  such  person  has  been 
invited  by  a  recorded  vote  of  the  board  or  com- 
mittee. 

"Such  bills,  when  so  approved,  shall  be  paid 
from  the  appropriation  to  which  they  are  inci- 
dent; and  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  shall  not  pass 
any  such  bill  for  the  approval  of  the  Committee 
on  Accounts,  unless  it  has  been  approved  as  pro- 
vided in  this  or  the  preceding  section." 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  orders  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  certain  amendments  to 
correct  certain  errors  in  preparing  the  report,  as 
follows: 

In  section  20,  strike  out  "countersign"  in  the 
sixth  line. 

In  the  thirteenth  line  substitute  "approve"  for 
"countersign." 

In  the  fourteenth  line  substitute  "approve"  for 
"countersign"  in  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth 
lines. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  that  although  the  report  is 
unanimous,  the  members  of  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Council  had  not  yielded  anything  of 
the  idea  first  held  by  the  Council  in  regard  to  re- 
sponsibility in  incurring  bills,  and  the  necessary 
steps  to  have  them  approved  by  some  presiding 
officer.  Yet  by  consenting  to  one  or  two  minor 
points  advocated  by  members  from  the  other 
branch,  they  had  succeeded  in  making  the  report 
unanimous. 

The  amendments  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16-1  see  there  is  quite  a 
change  in  section  20.  The  committee  have  entire- 
ly left  out  liquors  and  cigars.  This  question  gave 
rise  to  much  debate  three  years  ago.  The  gentle- 
man who  has  just  reported  for  the  committee 
asked  for  a  conference  committee.  Does  it  take 
a  conference  committee  to  leave  out  liquors  and 
cigars  ?  It  has  been  a  good  rule  and  I  see  the 
gentleman  has  left  it  out  entirely.  This  has  been 
one  of  the  largest  bills  in  previous  years,  and  be- 
cause of  that  they  saw  fit  to  add  it  to  the  rules; 
and  now  I  see  the  gentleman  has  left  it  out  en- 
tirely. There  is  no  provision  against  using 
liquor.  I  hope  it  will  be  added.  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  to  explain  why   he  left  it  out. 

Mr.  Lauten — I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  he  knows  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
smokes.  Possibly  if  he  does  he  left  it  out  on  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — If  the  gentleman  wants  to  know 
if  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  smokes,  he  can 
look  at  his  desk  and  find  out. 

The  orders  as  amended  were  passed.  Mr.  Whit- 
more moved  a  reconsideration.   Lost.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  the  following,  saying  it 
came  from  the  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Joint  Rules  on  the  part  of  the  Council : 

Ordered,  That  section  12  of  the  rules  and  orders 
of  the  City  Council  be  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

Sect.  12.  The  Clerk  of  Committees  shall,  at 
the  request  ot  the  chairman,  make  copies  of  any 
papers  to  be  reported  by  a  committee,  and  he 
shall  notify  each  member  of  the  City  Council  of 
all  public  committee  hearings.  He  shall  be  noti- 
fied ot  the  time  of  meeting  of  every  committee  of 
which  he  is  not  the  clerk  as  soon  as  the  date  of 
such  meetings  is  fixed.  He  shall  post  daily  in  the 
corridor  of  City  Hall,  and  in  the  chamber  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  a  list  of  the  committee  meet- 
ings to  be  held  that  day. 

Passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider. 
Eost.    Sent  up. 

CLAIMS. 
Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13  submitted  aureport  of 
the  Committee  on  Claims  of  leave  to  witudraw  on 
petition  of  Mary  McNever,  to  i.e  paid  for  person- 
al injuries  received  on  Medford  street,  Charles- 
town.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

sewer   department. 
The  annual  report  of  the    Superintendent  of 
Sewers  (City  Doc.  19)  was  received  aud  sent  up. 

Following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  sewers  laid 
during  1880: 

City  proper,  5160  feet #11,397.94 

5-5  catch-basins,  etc..        8,538. 4« 

South  Boston,  S33  feet 1.127.30 

"  "  7  catch-basins, etc..        1,110.94 

East  Boston,  1079  feet 4.501.54 

16  catch-basins,  etc..         3.206.42 

Charlestown,  358  feet 926.25 

12  catch-basins,  etc..         1,359.87 

Dorchester.  8374  feet §15,007.20 

30  catch-basins,  etc..         2.067.20 

Koxbnry.  5077  feet ls.071.31 

IScatih-basius,  etc..         2,S11.4fi 
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West  Koxburv,  273G  feet 5,872.89 

"  ••  15  catch-basins,  etc..         1,747.02 

'  r.24.217  feet,  4Vs  miles,  cost- 

_:        lag 851.068.43 

S)        140   catch -basins,    etc.. 

o1  costing! 21,041.31 

H  |  872,900.74 

<  i-llaneous  expenses 02.7O5.C5 

8125,705.3!' 
The  whole  length  of  sewers  in  the  city  is  now 
about  191%  miles. 

Assessments  have  been  levied  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  bills  sent  to  the  Collector,  to  the 
amount  of  §37,547.87.  The  Collector  has  received 
during  the  year,  on  account  of  the  department, 
$23,703.95.  Daring  the  year  1392  permits  have 
been  given  to  construct  or  repair  house  connec- 
tions, and  lOfiC  loads— equal  to  about  2GG0  cubic 
yards— of  sewage  matter  have  been  removed 
from  the  sewers. 

"WASHINGTON'S  BIRTHDAY. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  7  offered  an  order— That 
all  persons  in  the  employ  of  the  city  of  Boston  be 
granted  a  holiday  on  Washington's  birthday, 
without  loss  of  pay,  except  those  whose  services 
cannot  be  dispensed  with.  Passed.  Mr.  Doherty 
moved  to  reconsider.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

SUPPLIES    FOB    INSPECTOR  OP  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Hilton  of  Ward  5  offered  an  order — That  the 
Inspector  of  Buildings,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Survey  anil  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings, be  authorized  to  employ  such  clerical  assist- 
ance, in  addition  to  that  allowed  by  ordinance,  as 
may  be  needed,  to  purchase  such  supplies  and 
materials  and  incur  such  other  expens:es  as  may 
be  necessary;  the  expenses  therefor,  not  to  exceed 
the  amount  appropriated,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  the  Inspection  of  Buildings. 
Read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Hilton,  and  passed.  Mr.  Hilton 
moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

TESTIMONIAL    TO    THE    CONTINENTAL    GUARDS    OF 
NEW    ORLEANS. 

Sir.  Parkman  of  Maid  9  offered  the  following  : 

Whereas,  In  the  month  of  June,  1880,  this  city 
was  visited  by  the  Continental  Guards,  a  military 
organization  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  who 
■were  the  bearers  of  a  flag  presented  by  said  city 
to  the  city  of  Boston,  which  flag  is  now  deposited 
in  Faneuil  Hall,  and  whereas,  the  National  Lan- 
cers of  Boston  are  soon  to  visit  New  Orleans  as 
guests  of  the  said  Continental  Guards,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  President  and  two  members 
of  this  board,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men may  join,  be  a  committee  to  procure  a  suit- 
able testimonial,  to  be  sent  to  New  Orleans  in 
charge  of  the  National  Lancers,  as  a  gift  from 
the  city  of  Boston  to  said  city  of  New  Orleaos 
and  to  prepare  a  suitable  address  to  accompany 
said  gift;  the  expense,  not  exceeding  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  Incidentals. 

Mr.  Parkman — I  move  to  suspend  the  rule.  I 
merely  want  to  state  that  the  time  is  rather 
short  in  which  to  perfect  the  testimonial,  as  the 
Lancers  are  to  start  on  the  17th  of  this  month. 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5—1  move  to  amend  by  in- 
serting "and  Charlestown  Cadets,"  after  "Na- 
tional Lancers."  The  Cadets  go  at  the  same 
time  to  visit  the  Continental  Guards  of  New 
Orleans. 

Mr.  Parkman  —  I  do  not  like  to  oppose  the 
amendment,  as  both  bodies  are  of  the  militia  ol 
this  city.  But  there  might  be  a  little  clashing  be- 
tween the  two  companies.  I  don't  know  but  they 
might  possibly  arrange  matters  so  they  would  not 
require  side  arms,  but  it  seems  it  might  be  a  little 
difficult  to  arrange  the  presentation  speeches. 
Perhaps  the  gentleman  can  show  wheie  there 
will  be  no  clashing. 

Mr.  Pray— I  think  there  will  be  no  trouble.  The 
Continental  Guards  were  received  and  enter- 
tained by  the  National  Lancers  and  Charlestown 
Cadets.  In  return  for  the  attentions  shown  tnein 
Tiere,  the  Guards  have  invited  both  companies  to 
visit  thein  on  the  22d  of  February.  Both  compa- 
nies go  at  the  same  time,  on  the  same  train,  and 
arrive  there  at  the  same  time.  I  believe  both 
should  be  mentioned  in  bearing  the  testimonial. 

Mr.  Parkman — 1  merely  wished  to  hear  the  ex- 
pression of  one  more  familiar  with  the  matter 
than  I  am. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21— I  would  a6k  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9,  as  a  lawyer,  if  he  thinks  that 
is  a  proper  object  for  municipal  expenditure,  and 


whether  we  have  any  right  to  vote  money  for  that 
purpose.    [Pause.] 

I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  will  answer. 
If  he  does  not,  I  will  ask  for  the  ruling  of  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  Pray's  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  ask  for  the  ruling  of  the  Chair, 
whether  the  purpose  named  in  the  order  is  a 
proper  object  for  municipal  expenditure  ? 

Trie  President— The  Chair  is  not  here  to  decide 
legal  questions,  but  parliamentary  ones.  If  the 
gentleman  desires  the  legal  question  decided  he 
must  have  it  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Commit- 

Mr.  Pratt— I  ask  whether  it  is  entertainable, 
because  it  calls  for  an  expenditure  not  authorized 
by  law. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  in  doubt  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  refer  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee.    Lost. 

The  preamble  and  order  were  passed— yeas  48, 
nays  8. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Beal,  Boyle,  Brimbecom,  Brown, 
H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Costello,  Cotton,  Cronin, 
Daly,  Dana,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Far- 
well,  Fisk,  Forrt,  Gomez,  Gove,  Green- 
ough,  Hagar,  Harding,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley, 
Huntress,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Mathews,  P.  J.  Mc- 
Laughlin, Means,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Mur- 
phy, Parkman,  Pope,  Pratt,  Pray,  Quigley,  Rogers, 
Swan,  Teevan,  Viles,  Wakefield,  Walsh,  Wharton, 
Wheeler,  Williams— 48. 

Nays — Messrs.  Connell,  Devlin,  Fitzpatrick,  J. 
A.  McLaughlin,  Powers,  Rosnosky,  Welch,  Whit- 
more—8. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Barry,  Bartlett, 
Bigelow,  Bowker,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  Denney,  C.  F. 
Doherty,  Emery,  Freeman,  Maguire,  McCor- 
mick,  McNamara,  P.  Morrisou,  Smith— 15. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Parkman  of 
Ward  9  and  Pray  ot  Ward  5  on  said  committee. 

Mr.  Parkman  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

Sent  up. 

RECOUNT  OF  VOTES. 

Mr.  Whituiore  offered  printed  Doc.  11,  being 
the  order  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  a  law 
regulating  the  recounting  of  votes,  in  accordance 
with  a  draft  of  an  act  therewith,  and  on  his  mo- 
tion it  was  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee 
on  Elections  of  the  Common  Council. 

HOT      DINNERS      FOR      EMPLOYEES     ON     IMPROVED 
SEWERAGE. 

Mr.  Costello  of  Ward  22  offered  an  order— That 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  be 
instructed  to  furnish  facilities  to  their  employes 
at  noon  time  to  heat  their  meals  when  five  or 
more  apply  theiefor. 

Mr.  Costello— Mr.  President,  a  word  or  two  will 
explain  this  matter.  This  order  is  presented  in 
the  interest  of  a  class  of  men  who  labor  in  our 
sewers,  and  who  are  obliged  to  carry  their  din- 
ners on  account  of  the  distance  they  have  to  go 
from  their  homes.  These  poor  men  at  noon  hour 
are  obliged  to  sit  by  the  roadside  and  partake  of 
that  which  is  anything  but  palatable;  a  dinner 
that  has  been  subject  to  a  cold  freezing  atmos- 
phere for  five  hours  is  certainly  anything  but 
agreeable  to  a  human  being.  There  ace  instances 
where  men  were  obliged  to  break  the  crust  of  ice 
on  their  coffee,  that  had  formed  there  before 
they  could  drink  it.  This  vou  must  admit  to  be 
a  very  great  hardship  to  those  men,  and  one  that 
can  be  remedied  by  the  passage  of  this  order. 
There  are  also  many  instances  where  the  men 
were  obliged  to  frequent  the  liquor  .saloons  to 
overcome  the  chill  that  was  brought  about  by 
their  cold  dinners.  Now  tho>e  ot  you  who  be- 
lieve in  temperance  and  are  consistent,  must  vote 
for  this  measure  in  order  to  overcome  this  evil. 
I  am  not  advocating  this  as  a  temperance  meas- 
ure. I  advocate  it  because  I  have  witnessed  the 
hardships  these  men  have  to  endure.  I  advocate 
it  also,  because  I  believe  that  we  are  just  as  much 
obliged  to  look  after  the  convenience  and  com- 
fort of  these  poor  men  in  the  sewer,  while  in  the 
employ  of  the  city,  as  we  are  to  look  after  the  con- 
venience and  comfort  of  the  employes  of  this 
building.  There  should  be  no  distinction  what- 
ever; each  are  serving  the  city  in  their  respective 
capacities.  Mr.  President,  I  don't  think  it  neces- 
sary to  say  anything  further  in  regard  to  this  or- 
der, as  it  will  require  but  a  very  small  expenditure 
to  accomplish  the  object  in  view.  I  hope  and  trust 
the  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  approve  of  that  or- 
der, but  should  like  to  ask  the   gentleman  where 
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these  liquor  saloons  are.  I  did  not  know  there 
were  any  allowed  down  in  the  Cow  Pasture. 

Mr.  Greeuough  of  Ward  9— As  I  am  one  of  those 
temperance  men  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  21— being  a  consistent  advocate  of  it 
and  one  who  practises  it— I  am  strongly  in  favor 
of  anything  which  would  tend  in  that  way.  If  the 
gentleman  will  amend  his  order  by  saying 
that  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sew- 
erage be  requested  to  do  so,  instead  of 
directing  them,  I  will  vote  for  the  order.  I  am 
not  prepared  to  approve  the  set  ding  of  such  in- 
structions to  a  committee  without  some  consid- 
eration being  afforded  of  the  difficulties  which 
would  arise  in  furnishing  material  to  heat  the 
food  where  these  men  may  be  stationed. 

Mr.  Rosnosky— Is  n't  there  a  building  for  this 
purpose?  One  was  built  two  years  ago,  and  cost 
.§1000.    1  don't  see  why  it  should  n't  be  used? 

Mr.  Greenough — I  have  no  information  on  the 
subject.  I  presume  it  was  built  while  the  gentle- 
man was  on  tbe  committee.  I  have  n't  the  least 
doubt  but  the  committee  are  prepared  to  give  all 
proper  facilities  to  those  people.  But  there  are 
many  men  employed  besides  those  on  the  Cow 
Pasture,  and  it  might  not  be  well  to  do  it  every- 
where. 

Mr.  Rosnosky— I  only  notified  the  gentleman 
the  building  was  there  for  that  purpose.  The 
city  committee  cannot  compel  the  contractors  to 
put  up  such  a  building.  But  I  think  there  is  a 
building  there  for  the  use  of  those  employed  by 
the  city. 

Mr.  Greenough's  amendment  was  adopted,  and 
the  order  as  amended  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

THE     WARD       NINETEEN       CONTESTED       ELECTION 
CASE. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11  called  up  the  special 
assignment  for  8.30  P.  M.,  viz.,  Majority  and  mi- 
nority reports  on  the  contested  election  in  Ward 
19.    (City  Docs.  Nos.  li  and  18.) 

Mr.  Parkman  offered  the  following  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  report  (leave  to  withdraw)  of  the  ma- 
jority: 

Ordered,  That  the  seat  now  held  by  J.  J.  Mc- 
Namara  of  Ward  19  be  declared  vacant,  and  Chris- 
topher J.  Spenceley  be  admitted  thereto. 

The  question  was  upon  substitution. 

Mr.  Parkman— I  offer  that  order  at  the  request 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  20,  who  submitted 
the  minority  report,  and  I  have  a  very  few  words 
to  say  in  support  of  it.  At  the  last  municipal 
election,  as  is  well  known,  there  were  673  Repub- 
lican votes  in  Ward  19  and  1380  Democratic  votes. 
Gentlemen  were  nominated  on  both  of  those 
tickets  for  the  Common  Council.  Mr.  McNamara, 
the  sitting  member,  received  the  nomination  on 
the  Democratic  ticket  and  Mr.  Spenceley  received 
the  nomination  on  the  Republican  ticket.  Ac- 
cording to  the  ward  returns  Mr.  Spenceley  re- 
ceived 978  votes,  nearly  300  more  than  the  head 
of  the  Republican  ticket  received.  So  it  is  ap- 
parent to  everybody  that  at  least  three  hundred 
Democrats  in  that  Ward  apparently  preferred  to 
vote  for  the  Republican  nominee,  Mr.  Spenceley. 
and  preferred  not  to  vote  tor  one  of  the  Demo- 
cratic nominees.  On  a  recount  by  the  aldermanic 
committee,  seventy-three  votes  were  thrown  out 
on  the  ground  that  the  pasters  carrying  Mr. 
Spencelev's  name,  whicn  were  placed  over  the 
name  of  Mr.  McNamara,  covered  the  designation 
of  the  office  of  Common  Council.  The  law  says 
that  no  vote  shall  be  counted  unless  the  office 
voted  for  is  designated.  That  law  was  binding 
on  the  aldermanic  committee,  sitting  merely  as  a 
canvassing'  committee.  The  Committee  on  Elec- 
tions of  this  Council  have  other  functions.  What 
they  assume  to  be  their  duties  I  will  quote  from 
the  words  of  their  report: 

"In  determining  this  question  it  has  been  the 
endeavor  of  the  committee  to  ascertain,  as  far  as 
possible,  not  only  from  the  appearance  of  the 
seventy-three  rejected  tickets  upon  which  the 
name  of  Mr.  Spenceley  appeared,  but  also  from 
the  circumstances  accompanying  the  casting  of 
the  votes  in  question,  what  the  intentions  of  the 
persons  who  placed  them  in  the  ballot  box  were; 
and  in  order  to  do  this  the  committee  have  ex- 
amined the  ballots  cast  in  the  election  with  some 
care,  and  have  also  heard  the  parties  represented 
by  their  counsel,  and  received  such  extraneous 
evidence  as  the  committee  thought  competent 
upon  the  subject.  In  doing  this  the  committee 
considered  that  they  were  but  properly  perform- 
ing their  duties  as' a  judicial  as  distinguished 
from  a  simply  canvassing  body." 

The  committee  say  the  question  for   decision  is 


what  the  intention  of  the  voters  was.  Now  the 
Council,  in  determining  this  question,  are  to  ap- 
ply to  it  the  rules  of  pure  common  sense.  They 
do  not  sit  here  as  a  canvassing  board  to  whom 
the  strict  rules  of  the  statutes  apply,  but  as  a 
jury  would  sit  to  determine  upon  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  what  the  intentions  of  the 
voters  were  who  cast  their  votes  for  C.  J.  Spence- 
ley. The  canvassing  committee  not  only  threw 
out  the  votes  for  Mr.  Spenceley,  but  also  those 
for  Mr.  Teevan  and  Mr.  Maguire,  on  the 
ground  that  they  could  not  say  what  the  in- 
tention of  the  voters  was.  Now,  I  appeal 
to  the  common  sense  of  every  gentleman  here 
present,  if  they  suppose  for  one  instant  that 
seventy-three  voters  of  Ward  19,  who  are  sup- 
posed to  be  intelligent  men,  and  to  have  inten- 
tions, intended  to  throw  away  their  ballots!— for 
that  would  be  the  effect.  If  the  effect  which  the 
committee  desire  is  given,  it  will  practically  dis- 
franchise seventy-three  of  those  voters,  because 
their  votes  for  the  Common  Council  are 
not  counted  at  all.  I  leave  it  to  your 
common  sense  whether  as  ordinary  men  you  can 
conceive  it  possible  that  that  was  the  intent  of 
those  seventy-three  voters.  We  are  all  familiar 
with  elections,  and  know  that  the  use  of  pasters 
is  frequent.  We  all  know  that  when  a  person 
puts  a  paster  over  a  name  he  intends  to  vote  for 
the  person  whose  paster  he  uses;  and  though,  as 
the  committee  say,  it  may  be  presumed 
that  everybody  knows  the  law,  yet  I  doubt 
whether  half  the  members  of  this  Coun- 
cil knew,  before  this  matter  was  brought  up, 
that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  the  office 
for  which  they  voted  must  be  designated.  Take 
the  premises  of  the  committee,  and  I  am  satisfied 
with  what  they  say  themselves,  that  it  is  the  in- 
tentions of  the  voter  which  are  to  decide; 
and  I  say  you  are  to  apply  your  common 
sense  to  this  case,  and  decide  what  you 
believe  those  seventy-three  men  meant  when 
they  voted  in  the  way  they  did.  I 
cannot  believe  they  intended  to  disfranchise 
themselves  when  they  voted  as  they  did.  I  be- 
lieve they  intended  to  vote  for  Mr.  Spenceley, 
and  also  Mr.  Teevan  and  Mr.  Maguire.  I  appeal 
to  my  Democratic  friends,  because  I  know  it  is 
one  of  the  foundations  of  their  creed  that  the 
intent  of  the  voter  should  be  carried  out;  and  I 
am  afraid  if  they  vote  otherwise  on  this  question 
it  will  come  back  to  vex  them,  in  the  great  here- 
after. 

Mr.  Wharton  —  I  am  not  going  to  weary  the 
Council  with  a  prolonged  speech,  because  I  have 
endeavored  to  embody  in  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee my  own  views  and  the  views  of  the  majority 
of  the  committee.  We  took  some  pains  with  this 
question.  I  thought  over  it  very  anxiously,  and 
considered  it  with  a  great  deal  of  care, "and  I 
can  say  the  same  for  the  other  gentlemen  of 
the  committee.  We  all  gave  it  very  grave  con- 
sideration and  did  all  we  could  to  reach  a  just 
conclusion.  Now,  Mr.  President,  one  of  the  first 
questions  that  arose  in  considering  this  subject 
was  in  regard  to  the  powers  that  the  committee 
of  this  body  had.  That  was  by  no  means  an  easy 
matter  to  determine.  It  is  recognized  that  a  com- 
mittee of  a  representative  body  such  as  this, 
which  has  the  right  to  determine  the  election  and 
qualification  of  its  members,  is  not  looked  upon 
as  a  strictly  canvassing  board.  It  has  judicial 
powers,  as  stated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9,  but,  Mr.  President,  the  judicial  pro- 
ceedings of  a  committee  such  as  yours  is  to  be 
governed  by  rules  of  law.  It  is  to  be  governed  to 
a  certain  extent  by  such  rules  as  govern  the  pro- 
cedure of  a  court  of  law  or  rather  a  court  of 
equity.  And,  Mr.  President,  there  are  certain 
given  data,  certain  acknowledged  principles  of 
law,  which  we  must  follow.  The  committee  con- 
sidered the  question  of  their  powers  with  great 
care,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  (and  in  this 
respect  the  gentleman  who  represents  the  minority 
agreed  with  the  majority)  that  we  were  to  exer- 
cise a  judicial  discretion  and  to  be  governed  by 
the  principles  governing  the  courts  of  law.  We 
therefore  recognize,  Mr.  President,  very  well  and 
just  as  completely  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9,  that  the  strict  rules  of  law  which  govern 
only  the  procedure  of  the  canvassing  board  do 
notapply  to  this  committee.  We  recognize  that 
the"  section  which  he  read  from  the  General 
Statutes  does  not  apply  to  us;  that  we  are  not 
holden  to  obey  the  injunction  contained 
in  this  section,  and  moreover  we  did 
not  obey  that  injunction.  The  question  be- 
fore us  was  simply  whether  or  not  we  could  go 
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into  the  question  of  the  intention  of  the  votei'9 
who  deposited  these  votes  in  the  ballot  boxes;  and 
not  limiting  ourselves  by  the  strict  technicalities 
of  the  law,  we  determined  that  we  had  the  right  to 
go  into  the  intention  of  the  voters.  I  think  our 
position  in  this  regard  must  be  acknowledged  to 
be  a  sound  one,  and  those  gentlemen  who  have 
any  doubt  on  that  question,  can  consult  the  au- 
thorities cited  in  the  report  and  satisfy  them- 
selves that  such  is  really  and  truly  a  fair  state- 
ment of  the  law.  Therefore  we  heard  all  the 
evidence  that  could  be  offered  to  show  what  the 
intentions  of  the  voters  were,  f  am  not  going 
into  the  evidence.  ft  is  stated  at  length  in 
the  appendix  of  our  report.  The  ques- 
tion, then,  Is  simply  this;  whether  from  that 
evidence  we  can  determine  what  the  inten- 
tions of  the  persons  who  deposited  these  rates 
in  the  ballot  boxes  were.  If  we  can  so  de- 
termine the  intention,  then  we  are  at  liberty 
to  do  so.  Sow,  Mr.  President,  in  considering 
that  question  the  first  thing  to  be  remembered  is 
this:  that  the  present  incumbent  of  this  body  is 
entitled  to  a  seat  by  what  is  called  in  the  statute 
"a  true  return,"  that  is  to  say,  the  law  pro- 
vides that  the  aldennanic  return  shall  be  consid- 
ered the  true  return.  Now,  Mr.  President,  the 
petitioner  is  in  this  position  :  upon  him  is  the  bur- 
den of  proof .  It  is  for  him  to  satisfy  us  that  he 
is  entitled  to  his  seat.  When  the  committee  con- 
sidered the  evidence,  and  it  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  upon  the  facts  shown  it  was  not  satis- 
factorily proved  what  the  intention  of  the  voters 
was,  we  were  left— the  majority  of  the  committee 
was  left— in  a  state  of  contusion  as  to  what  the 
real  intention  of  the  voter  was.  There  were  argu- 
ments on  one  side  and  on  the  other.  Hut,  gentle- 
nieo,  as  for  reaching  any  fair,  true  ai.d  just 
conclusion  that  would  carry  satisfaction  to  one's 
own  mind,  f  defy  any  gentleman  to  do  so.  Every 
ingenious  argument  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  can  be  answered  by  an  equally  in- 
genious argument  on  the  other  side.  What  we 
are  to  consider  ig  whether  or  not  the  petitioner, 
could  satisfy  us  that  he  was  entitled  to  the  seat 
Now,  Mr.  President,  granting  the  position  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  and  acknowledging  his 
position  tliat  we  stand  here  as  jurors  to  determine 
this  question  of  fact,  1  say  even  in  that  view  we 
are  to  lie  governed  by  principles  of  law,  and  we 
should  have  to  find  the  "tacts  under  the  instruction 
of  the  court  and  the  restrictions  laid  down  by  tbs 
rules  of  law.  Xow,  Mr.  President,  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  says  that  it  is  foolish  to  say  that 
every  one  must  "be  presumed  to  know  the  law.  He 
says"  that  it  is  foolish  because  as  a  matter  of  tact 
men  do  not  know  the  law.  Well,  if  we  under- 
mined all  foundations  like  that,  we  are  no- 
where. We  are  laboring  now  to  find  out  what 
the  voters  intended  to  do  when  they  de- 
posited those  votes.  We  must  presume  that 
they  knew  the  law  under  which  they  were  act- 
ing, otherwise  we  have  absolutely  nothing  on 
which  to  base  our  judgment.  We  might  as  well 
presume  those  gentlemen  were  fcols;  and  if  we 
imagine  that,  it  is  possible  to  imagine  that  they 
threw  away  their  votes.  We  must  rest  upon 
some  foundations,  and  the  strict  1  tiles  of  the  law, 
although  they  may  strike  you  as  contrary  to  the 
fact,  are  in  suoli  cases  as  this  the  only  true 
guide.  We  must  assume  ihat  voters  act  in- 
telligent ly  and  know  what  the  law  is  with  regard 
to  the  question  with  which  they  are  dealing,  be 
cause  we  are  not  trying  to  find  out  here 
what  we  ourselves  would  have  done  under  such 
circumstances,  we  are  not  trying  to  find  out 
what  we  would  do  if  we  had  gone  to  that  ballot 
box  and  pasted  a  ballot  I  or  Mr.  Spenceley,  we 
are  trying  to  find  out  what  gentlemen  whom  we 
have  never  seen  intended  to  no.  We  can 
only  determine  that  by  what  they  have 
done,  by  their  acts,  which  must  be  pre- 
sumed to  have  been  intelligently  performed, 
with  a  just  comprehension  of  the  law. 
Now  the  General  Statutes  provide  that  no  vote 
shall  be  counted  unless  the  office  for  which  the 
vote  is  cast  is  designated.  Don't  let  me  be  misun- 
derstood foramoment,  Mr.  I'n  sident,  as  adopting 
that  for  a  strict  rule  for  the  committee.  1  want 
to  find  out  what  the  intention  of  the  voter  was. 
The  men  who  cast  those  votes  must  lie  presumed 
to  know  the  law.  The  law  especially  referring  to 
their  acts  in  this  ease  says  that  if  they  throw  a 
piece  of  paper  in  that  ballot  box  without  designat- 
ing the  office  for  which  they  have  voted,  that  vote 
shall  not  be  counted  by  any  canvassing  board. 
not  provide  it  shall  not  be  counted  by  us, 
but  shall  not  be  counted  by  any  canvassing  board. 


How  does  that  affect  our  capacity  to  find  out  the 
intention  of  the  voter?  Why,  just  in  this  way: 
Can  anybody  suppose  for  a  moment  that  those 
seventy-three  voters  went  to  the  polls,  took  up 
that  ballot,  saw  it  and  knew  perfectly  when  they 
cast  that  ballot  that  it  could  not  be  counted  by 
any  canvassing  board,  and  then  cast  it  into  the 
ballot  box,  intending  to  vote  for  anybody  for 
any  office  ?  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  those 
gentlemen,  when  they  put  those  votes  into  the 
ballot  box,  could  be  said  to  have  intended  to 
vote  for  anybody  at  all  for  any  office?  Do  you 
think  if  I  wrote  Mr.  Speuceley's  name  upon  a 
piece  of  paper,  with  no  designation  of  the  office 
for  which  f  voted  for  him  upon  it,  and  deposited 
it  in  a  ballot  box,  knowing  very  well  that  piece 
of  paper  could  never  be  counted  by  any  canvass- 
ing board,  that  it  could  be  said  that  I  had  in- 
tended to  vote  for  Mr.  Spenceley  of  any  office  ? 
Of  course  not.  It  is  absurd  on  the  I  ace  of  it. 
See  how  we  stand.  We  have  the  manifest  absur- 
dity of  assuming  that  these  gentlemen  who 
placed  these  votes  in  the  ballot  box  in- 
tended to  vote  for  somebody  by  casting  votes 
which  tbey  knew  perfectly  well  could  not 
be  counted  at  all.  Now.  Mr.  President,  1  have 
detained  this  Council  long  enough;  but  there  is 
one  word  more  I  desire  to  say.  lu  determining 
this  question  the  committee  have  also  considered 
the  danger  of  manufacturing  votes.  This  is  a 
clear  case  of  manufacturing  votes,  if  these  votes 
are  counted.  The  law  provides  that  such 
votes  as  these  shall  not  be  counted 
by  canvassing  boards,  but  we  say,  No  matter,  we 
can  count  these  votes,  we  will  manufacture  votes 
which  at  the  time  of  the  casting  were  known 
perfectly  well  by  the  voter  to  be  worthless. 
We  cannot  tell  with  what  intention  the  ballots 
were  cast,  unless  the  intention  is  made  clear  to 
us  by  those  who  cast  them,  and  unless  we 
are  firmly  convinced,  we  are  not  sure  of  carrying 
out  the  intention  of  the  voter.  It  is  worth  while 
that  it  should  be  well  understood  and  that  the 
rule  should  be  laid  down  by  a  deliberative  body, 
tnat  unless  men  do  take  pains  to  make  their  in- 
tentions sufficiently  clear— we  don't  ask  for  a 
positive  statement,  but  we  want  sufficient  clear- 
ness to  enable  us  to  determine  what  they  mean — 
that  no  validity  shall  be  given  their  acts  by  cre- 
ating an  intention  for  them.  Let  us  beware, 
therefore,  Mr.  President,  of  how  we  manufacture 
ballots,  tor,  unless  ibe  intention  is  clearly  mani- 
fested, we  do  not  know  but  we  are  going  exactly 
contrary  to  the  real  intention  of  the  voter, 

Mr.  Paikman  withdrew  his  order  and  offered 
the  following  instead: 

"Resolved,  That  Christopher  J.  Spenceley  is  en- 
titled to  the  seat  in  this  Council  now  held  by 
Jeremiah  McNamara  of  Ward  19." 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  in— 1  have  examined  this 
ease  with  care.  I  differ  from  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat  in  one  particular,  though  I 
have  come  to  the  same  conclusion  he  has.  I  differ 
in  this,  that  upon  my  examination  of  the  ease  it 
gave  me  no  difficulty.  I  found  it  perfectly  plain. 
I  have  n't  been  able  io  prepare  my  suggestions 
in  the  way  1  should  like,  but  I  beg  leave  to  read 
the  following,  with  the  indulgence  of  the  Council : 

If  any  one  has  a  doubt  about  this  question  on 
the  geueral  principles  applicable,  he  can  easily 
solve  this  particular  case  by  referring  to  our  stat- 
ute (General  Statutes,  ch.  7,  sec.  1.3).  It  is  there 
provided  that  "No  vote  shall  be  counted  which 
does  not  clearly  indicate  in  writing  the  office  for 
which  the  person  voted  lor  is  designed,  except 
when  one  officer  is  voted  for."  This  is  clear  and 
explicit.  '  It  settles  the  question  at  once.  The 
statute  is  intended  to  secure  an  intelligent  ballot, 
protect  the  lights  of  the  voter,  and. is  based  on 
the  soundest  principles.  It  has  a  meaning,  and 
was  passed  to  meet  exactly  this  ease.  It  applies 
to  and  is  binding  upon  us  as  members  of  this 
body.  If  we  disregard  it  here  we  violate  the  law. 
To  my  own  mind,  Mi.  President,  this  case  is  per- 
fectly clear  without  the  aid  of  statute,  upon  the 
principles  which  did  govern.  The  ground  js 
this:  a  ballot  is  a  most  solemn  instrument— 
applying  the  term  instrument  to  it.  By  it  the 
citizen  expresses  bis  opinion.  By  it  he  exercises 
a  most  sacred  right.  In  dealing  with  ballots, 
therefore,  the  greatest  possible  care  should  be 
exercised.  No  attempt  Should  be  made  to  give 
them  a  meaning  which  they  may  not  possess.  To 
tlo  so  would  constitute  the  grossest  and  most  dan- 
gerous invasion  of  a  most  sacred  right.  That  is 
to  say,  it  would  be  an  attempt  to  control  the  re- 
sult of  an  election. 

flic  rule  applied  to  the    construction    of    deeds 
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and  wills  which  affect  the  rights  of  property  only 
is  that  no  attempt  shall  be  made  to  cure  an  abso- 
lutely meaningless  instrument.  If  an  ambiguity 
exists  capable  of  explanation,  it  may  be  explained 
and  cured,  liut  there  shall  be  no  lorced  construc- 
tion. The  rule  is  equally  applicable  here  and  with 
greater  force,  inasmuch  as  a  ballot  is  more  sa- 
cred than  a  deed  or  will.  It  represents  more. 
Now,  what  have  we  here?  We  find  in  the  ballot 
box  a  piece  of  paper  with  three  names.  There  is 
no  designation  of  any  office  on  the  box  or  on  the 
paper.  It  should  be  remembered  that  upon  one 
ticket  there  are  as  many  separate  and  inde- 
pendent ballots  as  there  are  officers  and  candi 
dates  voted  for.  The  use  of  one  ticket  for  these 
several  ballots  is  for  convenience.  My  position, 
then,  is,  that  these  bits  of  paper  bearing  three 
names  and  nothing  more,  are  perfectly  meaning- 
less. The  fact  that  tuey  are  attached  to  the 
ticket  affects  nothing.  They  are  mere  nullities, 
and  no  forced  construction  should  be  placed 
upon  them.  Now  apply  the  evidence  appended 
to  the  report,  in  case  it  is  applicable,  and 
what  is  the  result  ?  It  is  that  there  is  more 
than  one  inference  to  be  drawn  as  to  the 
purpose  with  which  these  pasters  were  placed  on 
the  ticket,  concealing  the  words,  "For  Common 
Council."  They  were  evidently  all  prepared  by 
one  person,  and  in  the  multiplicity  of  purposes 
which  pasters  now  have  in  manipulating  ballots 
for  their  own  benefit,  it  is  impossible  to  discern 
the  actual  intent  here.  I  believe  that  in  the  case 
of  most  of  these  ballots  the  individual  voter  was 
in  fact  deceived.  He  supposed  he  was  voting  the 
straight  Democratic  ticket,  whereas  some  ward 
politician  had  put  on  to  the  ticket  one  paster. 
Shall  we  aid,  perhaps,  this  ward  politician?  Shall 
we  aid  in  the  deception  ?  No,  Mr.  President, 
there  is  but  one  result  to  be  reached,  whether 
you  apply  evidence  or  not  to  these  pieces 
of  paper.  They  are  mere  nullities,  void  in 
themselves  ;  void  under  the  statute.  This 
was  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor.  He 
was  present  at  the  hearing  and  gave  his 
opinion  without  hesitation.  Mr.  President,  this 
is  not  the  case  of  an  ambiguity,  as  where  parties 
are  voted  for  by  the  wrong  initials.  Such  a  case 
may  be  explained.  Here  there  is  no  ambiguity 
whatever,  nothing  open  to  explanation.  I  might 
also  add  that  the  rules  which  govern  well-regu- 
lated and  intelligent  elections  should  not  be  in- 
vaded and  avoided  by  attempts  to  give  force  to 
ballots  which  were  prepared  tor  individual  pur- 
poses and  perhaps  with  the  intent  to  deceive,  or 
which  were  cast  with  the  grossest  and,  in  fact, 
culpable  negligence. 

To  my  mind  the  case  seems  perfectly  clear,  and 
I  am  well  satisfied  with  the  position  I  have  taken 
upon  the  statute.  We  must  give  meaning  to  it. 
The  intent  of  the  statute  was  to  provide  that 
here  in  Massachusetts  the  people  should  have  an 
intelligent  ballot,  and  that  the  rights  of  the  voter 
should  be  protected;  that  is  to  say,  we  should  not 
give  a  different  result  from  the  actual  result. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— I  am  not  able  to  dis- 
course so  eloquently  as  the  gentlemen  of  the  law 
upon  this  matter,  and  I  think  one  more  speech  on 
that  side  of  the  house  would  so  muddle  us  that 
we  would  not  know  whether  we  belonged  to  a  re- 
turning board  or  whether  we  have  the  functions 
that  they  say  this  body  has.  This  is  one  of  those 
unfortunate  cases  with  gentlemen  of  the  law 
where  common  sense  stands  upon  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  any  strict  letter  of  the  law.  This  case  is, 
in  my  opinioD,  as  plain  as  any  can  be. 
When  we  take  up  one  of  those  bal- 
lots and  see  those  three  names  upon 
it,  it  is  just  as  plain,  to  my  mind,  that  the  men 
who  took  those  ballots  in  their  hands  knew  the 
intention  of  the  men  who  threw  them  as  if  they 
had  told  them  so  at  the  time.  Mr.  Teevan  or 
Mr.  Maguire  was  not  up  for  a  street  commis- 
sioner. They  were  not  up  for  the  General  Court, 
or  for  any  office  but  the  Common  Council. 
When  that  paster  was  pasted  over  the  name 
of  Mr.  McNamara  it  was  pasted  there  be- 
cause the  voter  preferred  Mr.  Speuceley  in 
place  of  Mr.  McNamara,  and  this  quibble 
about  the  law  is,  in  my  opinion,  simply  a 
quibble  in  this  case,  because  every  one  of 
them  admit  that  we  are  not  a  returning  board, 
that  we  sit  here  without  any  functions  of  that 
kind,  and  are  simply  to  use  common  sense  and 
apply  it  in  this  case.  There  is  no  gentleman  who 
has  a  seat  here  tonight  but  knows  that  all  those 
ballots  were  put  into  the  box  in  the  same  manner, 
that  they  came  out  singly,  and  were  there  in  the 
position  of  ballots  rightfully  counted.    There   is 


no  question  in  my  mind  but  if  gentlemen  in  this 
Council  do  as  they  honestly  believe,  those  seven- 
ty-three votes  should  be  counted  for  Mr.  Spence- 
lev.  I  don't  know  Mr.  Speuceley,  and  I  do  know 
Mr.  McNamarai;  but  I  simply  take  this  case  in  a 
common-sense  manner  and  look  at  it  as  I  believe 
it  should  be  looked  at,  and  that  these  men  who 
threw  those  ballots  intended  to  vote  for  Mr. 
Spenceley.  It  we  throw  out  those  ballots,  we 
disfranchise  those  seventy-three  men,  or,  in  other 
words,  you  say  theydo  not  know  whom  they  in- 
tended to  vote  for:  and  it  appears  to  me  that  this 
is  a  good  chance  for  people  once  in  their  lives  to 
exercise  common  sense  and  set  aside  the  strict 
letter  and  meaning  of  the  law. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— It  cannot  be  said  that 
this  is  a  one-sided  report.  Our  Democratic 
friends  ought  to  be  thankful  for  that.  But,  Mr. 
President,  the  city  charier  provides  that  the 
Common  Council  shall  be  the  iudge  of  the  elec- 
tion of  its  members,  and  we  are  here  to  give  ef- 
fect to  the  intention  of  the  voter.  The  fact  that 
some  seventy-three  voters  pasted  the  name  of  C. 
J.  Spenceley  over  that  of  Mr.  McNamara  for  the 
Common  Council  clearly  shows  that  they 
intended  to  vote  for  Mr.  Spenceley,  and 
common-sense  and  equity  compel  me  to  say  that 
Mr.  Spenceley  is  entitled  to  the  seat  occupied 
by  Mr.  McNamara.  I  shall  vote  to  give  effect 
to  the  intention  of  the  voter,  and  hope  the  sub- 
stitute will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  think  this  case  is  in  a 
nutshell.  I  have  recently  returned  from  an  ab- 
sence, and  had  but  a  few  moments  to  look  into  the 
matter.  But  a  glance  at  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee and  another  glance  at  the  minority  report, 
without  takiug  much  pains  with  the  evidence, 
are  sufficient  to  make  me  make  up  my  mind  at 
once  howl  should  vote  on  this  question.  On  the 
second  page  of  the  committee's  report  the  cir- 
cumstances are  very  tersely  put.  They  all  point 
to  the  intention  of  the  voter  to  vote  for  C.  J. 
Spenceley  for  the  Common  Council  instead  of  Mr. 
McNamara.  There  seems  to  be  no  opposition  to 
that  view  here  tonight.  But  the  hitch  seems  to 
be  upon  the  legal  question,  and  with  a  great  deal 
of  ingenuity  and  labored  eloquence  the  gentle- 
men of  the  committee  (and  particularly  the 
chairman)  have  attempted  to  make  it  appear  by 
a  legal  argument  that  we  cannot  legally  consider 
those  seventy-three  votes  properly  counted  for 
Mr.  Spenceley.  I  differ  from  them.  The  statute 
provides  that'  upon  a  ballot  the  office  for  wuich  a 
person  is  to  be  voted  shall  be  written,  and  no 
vote  shall  be  counted  which  does  not  clearly  indi- 
cate in  writing  the  office  for  which  the  person 
voted  for  is  designated,  except  when  one  officer 
is  voted  for. 

Mr.  Wheeler— That  word  "designated"  should 
read  "designed,"  which  is  the  language  of  the 
statute. 

Mr.  Pratt — The  office  for  which  Mr.  Spenceley 
was  designed  appears  on  the  ballot.  There  is  no 
dispute  that  those  ballots  were  of  a  certain  style 
— the  regular  Democratic  ticket.  I  did  not  know 
the  gentleman  was  a  Republican,  as  I  have  not 
kept  run  of  his  political  predilections  for  the  past 
few  years,  and  until  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
reminded  me  of  the  fact,  I  did  not  know  his  poli- 
tics; so  that  I  am  really  impartial  between  the 
two  gentlemen  who  are  contestants  for  the  seat. 
But  certainly  the  law  is  satisfied,  because  the 
office  for  which  the  person  was  designed 
appears  upon  the  ballot.  They  are  all  the  same 
style  of  ballot.  That  fact  appears  in  the  commit- 
tee's report.  They  are  divided  by  the  same  lines, 
and  here  in  one  group  are  three  names  appended 
on  the  original  ballot,  and  above  them  the  words 
"For  Common  Council." 

Mr.  Wharton— I  think  the  gentleman  is  mis- 
leading the  Council  intentionally.  When  I  was 
speaking  I  did  not  refer  to  the  rejected  ballot,  but 
to  the  ballots  actually  cast. 

Mr.  Pratt— The  gentleman  admits  my  point  in 
correction.  He  says  the  paster  covered  it  up. 
How  does  he  know  it  ?  Because  the  words  "Com- 
mon Council"  were  printed  on  that  ballot.  That 
is  the  way  we  all  know  it.  I  hold  one  of  those 
ballots  in  my  baud;  one  of  the  pasters  is  over  the 
name  of  McNaniara,aud  through  the  thin  paster  I 
can  read  the  words  "For  Common  Council,"  and 
also  the  name  of  Mr.  McNamara.  The  ballot  and 
paster  are  to  be  taken  together.  The 
paster  is  simply  an  index  of  the  ballot. 
They  are  to  be  taken  together  to  ascertain  the 
intent  of  the  voter,  and  upon  the  ballot  the  office 
for  which  a  person  was  designed  appears  in  writ- 
ing.   What  is  the  effect  of  putting  that  sticker  on 
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there?  The  position  of  the  sticke'.  on  the  ballot 
is  what  indicates  the  purpose  of  the  voter, 
it  is  the  only  thing  from  which  we  can 
derive  the  interpretation  of  the  paster.  The 
name  over  which  it  is  pasted  is  to  be  interpreted 
as  erased  and  is  to  be  substituted  for  the  name 
erased.  No  one  can  deny  that  the  voter  intended 
to  substitute  the  naiueof  C.  J.  Spenceley  for  Jere- 
miah .1.  McNamara.  The  name  used  was  intended 
to  be  substituted  for  the  name  erased.  The  two 
are  to  be  construed  together.  If  he  had  intended  to 
change  the  office  he  would  have  had  it  printed  on 
theredifferently.  It  he  had  intended  to  change 
all  three  names  he  would  have  erased  all  three  or 
put  on  a  plain  sticker.  There  is  no  other  inter- 
pretation ot  ir,  than  rhat  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  voter  to  vote  for  Mr.  Spenceley  in  place  of  Mr. 
McNamara  for  the  Council.  The  ballot  complies 
with  the  requisition  of  the  statute,  in  that  it 
beais  upon  its  face  the  printed  designation  of 
the  office  tor  which  the  candidate  was  intended. 
It  would  have  been  easy  if  the  paper  were 
thick  aDd  wider  than  it  is  when  it  does  not  show 
the  tops  of  the  letters  and  the  designation  of  the 
office,  and  the  bottoms  of  the  letters  of  the  name 
of  the  other  candidate.  If  the  paster  had  been 
thicker  and  wider  it  could  not  have  been  so  easily 
determined.  But  the  committee  or  any  canvass- 
ing board  are  bound  to  look  at  a  ballot  in  the  best 
light.  They  are  to  take  it  to  the  sunlight  if  nec- 
essary. They  are  to  hold  it  up  to  the  gaslight 
and  read  it  through  if  necessary.  They  are  to  put 
it  under  a  microscope  if  necessary.  They  are  to 
ascertain  from  the  ballot  the  true  interpretation 
of  the  will  of  the  voter.  They  could  have  told  us 
that  the  office  for  which  Mr.  Spenceley  was  voted 
was  in  print  on  the  ballot,  and  that  the  intention 
of  the  voter  was  to  substitute  the  name  of  Mr. 
Spenceley  for  that  of  Mr.  XeNaiuara. 

Mr.  Means  of  Ward  20— I  did  not  expect,  as  a 
new  member,  to  so  soon  be  thrown  into  apparent 
antagonism  with  the  older  members  of  the  Couu 
nil.  For  that  reason  I  neglected,  in  my  report- 
purposely,  to  make  any  recommendation  as  to 
who  should  be  granted  this  seat.  But  perhaps  it 
is  my  duty  to  go  further  than  that,  and  to  carry 
out  what  I  believe  to  be  the  law  of  the  case,  and 
in  effecting  that  law,  to  give  Mr.  Spenceley  his 
seat.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  gentleman's 
travail  during  a  number  of  years  past,  it  is  a 
question  of  law  and  justice  that  now  comes  he- 
fore  us;  one  In  which  we  should  not  be  swerved 
by  any  party  or  personal  feelings  whatsoever. 
Looking  at  it  purely  as  a  question  of  law, 
straightening  out  the  course  of  argument 
that  has  been  suggested,  pro  and  con,  we 
are  as  a  Counoil  a  judicial  body.  \\  e 
can  admit  evidence  to  explain  and  give  effect  to 
that  ballot.  Although  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee has  suggested  that  we  are  bound  by  cer- 
tain known  rules  of  law,  there  is  no  rule  ol  iaw 
which  will  prevent  ambiguous  writing  from  be- 
ing explained  by  extrinsic  evidence.  No  such 
statute  is  sent  out  from  Beacon  Hill  for  the  use 
Ol  Massachusetts  which  prevents  us  from  ex- 
plaining a  ballot.  The  statute  cited  refers  to  a 
canvassing  board.  But  suppose  it  refers  to  us, 
it  does  not  prohibit  the  admission  of  extrinsic 
evidence.  The  words  of  the  statute  are  that  "DO 
vote  shall  be  counted  which  does  not  clearly  indi- 
cate in  writing  the  office  for  which  the  person 
voted  for  is  designed,  except  when  one  officer  is 
voted  for."  Nothing  in  it  says  we  shall  not  hear 
evidence  to  enable  us  to  tell  whether  or  not  the 
office  is  clearly  designated.  That  is  all  we  want 
here.  All  we  ask  is  to  hear  the  surrounding  cir- 
cumstances, to  be  told  of  the  election,  that  a  war- 
rant was  issued  specifying  the  various,  offices 
from  Mayor  to  Street  Commissioner,  and  includ- 
ing the  Common  Council,  and  to  know  that  these 
men,  Mr.  Spenceley  and  Mr.  McNamara, were  can- 
didates tor  tin-  Common  Council  and  for  no  other 
office;  to  read  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Pickering  who 
pasted  those  ballots,  and  says  they  were  intended 
tor  Mr.  Spenceley;  to  read  the  testimony  of  those 
who  solicited  their  friends  to  vote  those  ballots, 
and  say  they  know  those  ballots  were  put  in  the 
box;  to  read  the  testimony  where  Mr.  McDonald 
says  he  voted  one  of  those  ballots,  and  that  the 
Common  Council  was  covered  up.  What  other 
evidence  do  you  want  ?  These  gentlemen  say 
they  threw  these  ballots  and  covered  up  the  Com- 
mon Council,  and  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
-ays  they  were  presumed  to  know  as  a  matter  of 
law  that  those  ballots  could  not  be  counted.  This 
is  a  doubtful  law.  The  gentleman  says  we  are  to 
presume  that  those  gentlemen  knew  the  law,  and 
knew  their  ballots  could  not  be  counted.     What 


sort  of  a  presumption  is  that.  The  very  law  is  in 
doubt.  But,  sir,  I  think  the  principle  foremost  in 
the  law  is  to  give  meaning  when  it  can  be  done, 
and  not  to  create  a  nullity  of  an  ambiguity. 
Which  horse  does  the  gentleman  mean  to  ride  ? 
In  the  report  it  says  at  one  place  that  we  are  to 
consider  the  surrounding  circumstances,  in  view 
of  which  they  are  not  satisfied  the  intention  of 
the  voter  was  to  vote  for  Mr.  Spenceley.  Then 
arcoss  the  page  he  says  that  unless  the  office  is 
clearly  designated,  the  ballot  cannot  be  counted, 
and  on  the  next  page  he  says  these  votes  are 
nullities.  Which  does  he  mean?  Looking  at  this 
matter,  I  believe  Mr.  Spenceley  received  more 
ballots  than  Mr.  McNamara.  It  was  cer- 
tainly the  wish  of  the  majority  of  the  pe» 
pie  in  that  ward  to  vote '  for  Mr.  Spence- 
ley, Will  this  Council  become  responsible  for  a 
report,  to  be  quoted  years  hence  as  a  precedent, 
throwing  out  those  ballots?  It  is  fair  and  rea- 
sonable that  that  majority  should  be  represented 
in  this  Council.  If  the  question  is  whether  jus- 
tice or  doubtful  legal  technicalities  should  pre- 
vail, I  prefer  to  take  my  chances  with  justice  and 
fairness  and  common  sense;  and  I  have  not  the 
least  doubt  but  that  time  will  show  it  to  be  the 
true  light.  It  is  not  supposing  as  a  matter  of 
fact.  >  he  committee  have  required  that  it  shall 
be  proved  by  more  than  a  preponderance  of  prob- 
ability. The  report  says,  "Nor  can  they  positive- 
ly assert  that  in  their  opinion  the  votes  for 
Mr.  Spenceley  were  thrown  for  him 
for  representative  to  the  Common  Council." 
They  need  not  positively  assert.  All  we  need  is  to 
be  reasonably  sure  of  the  preponderance  of  prob- 
ability that  those  men  intended  these  votes  should 
be  for  members  of  the  Common  Council,  and  if 
we  are  sure  of  that  we  should  certainly  count 
them. 

Mr.  Means  moved  the  previous  question,  but 
withdrew  the  motion  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Wheeler. 

Mr.  Wbittnore  of  Ward  la— I  will  not  undertake 
to  call  attention  to  any  matters  that  have  been 
gone  over.  Inasmuch  as  all  the  speeches  have 
been  made  by  lawyers,  I  think  we  should  take  a 
common-sense  view  of  it  for  once.  Counting 
those  seventy-three  votes  for  Mr.  Spenceley,  his 
majority  is  only  twelve.  A  change  of  seven  votes 
will  retain  Mr.  McNamara  in  bis  seat.  1  am  go- 
ing to  start  upon  the  presumption,  although  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  a  wrong  one,  that  the  Council  will  de- 
cide this  matter  withouc  regard  to  the  rule  of  law, 
with  a  view  of  getting  at  the  intention  of  the 
voter.  I  wish  to  observe  that  not  a  single  man 
was  brought  forward  who  testified  that  he  cast 
one  of  those  votes. 

Mr.  Means— I  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon.  Mr. 
McDonald  so  stated. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr.  McDonald  states  that  he 
pasted  it  and  was  sure  he  deposited  it.  Now,  Mr. 
Pickering  says  he  pasted  some  230  ballots,  or 
rather  had  them  pasted,  and  rhat  he  himself 
pasted  from  100  to  150.  I  have  one  of  those  bal- 
lots here.  Any  gentleman  who  is  an  expert — and 
we  are  all  so  in  this  work— will  see  it  was  not 
pasted  at  the  polls.  They  were  put  on  deliber- 
ately and  quietly  and  artfully.  They  are  about  as 
well  pasted  as  anything  1  ever  saw.  I  showed  one 
to  a  member  of  this  Council  yesterday,  who  looked 
it  over  and  said  it  was  all  right,  and  he  was  looking- 
for  that  error.  Seventy-three  of  those  ballots  got 
into  the  box.  Mr.  McDonald  says  he  pasted  one. 
Another  witness  said  bis  paster  was  not  so  large 
as  this.  All  the  witnesses  brought  in  testified 
that  they  themselves  prepared  pasters,  went  to 
the  polls,  and  gave  pasters  to  their  friends  to  put 
on.  If  we  look  at  the  intent,  we  should  rind  Mr. 
Spenceley  had  some  .'J00  votes  more  than  the  regu- 
lar Republican  ticket,  and  I  presume  they  were 
mainly  by  pasters.  I?  Mr.  Spenceley  was  only  on 
one  ticket,  the  difference  between  300  and  73  would 
account  for  some  200  put  on.  I  agree  that  if  a  man 
is  given  a.  paster  and  has  it  put  on  there,  it  shows 
his  intent.  Hut  when  a  paster  is  put  on  like  these» 
and  ironed  down  so  it  shall  not  attract  attention, 
bis  ballot  cannot  always  be  looked  upon 
as  an  evidence  of  his  intention,  for  it  is 
often  a  fraud  on  the  person  who  put  it  in  the  box. 
It  ?s  almost,  impossible  for  a  man  to  be  sure  in 
every  case  that  he  did  not  get  one  of  those  pasted 
tickets.  Mr.  Pickering  got  those  ballots  in  a  way 
that  he  would  not  explain,  saying  it  was  not  de- 
rogatory to  himself.  But  we  know  that  everv 
step  of  that  kind  is  a  fraud  in  itself,  on  the  men 
who  prepare  the  ballot,  upon  the  man  who  prints 
them,  and  upon  those  who  cast  them.  1  am  sorry 
to  say  it  is  easy  to  get  ballots  of  the  opposite  par- 
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ty  at  any  time.  I  have  had  hundreds  of  Republi- 
can ballots  in  my  hands.  Now  sir,  when  a  man 
goes  into  a  court  of  equity  he  must  go  with  clean 
hands.  In  this  case  I  think  the  petitioner  has  not 
clean  hands.  Here  is  a  case  where  the  ballot  is  a 
fraud  on  the  Democratic  party  which  prepared 
it,  and  he  claims  that  they"  were  honest  ballots 
against  Mr.  McNamara.  Any  one  can  see  that  there 
is  a  presumption  that  seven  of  those  identical 
ballots  were  wrongfully  cast,  and  that  it  is  a 
greater  presumption  "than  that  seventy-three 
were  intended  to  knock  out  Mr.  McNamara. 
When  men  put  on  pasters  they  see  that  it  goes  on 
in  such  a  way  that  the  ballot  shall  not  be  mis- 
taken. Some  mistaken  friend  of  Mr.  Spenceley 
exercised  his  ingenuity  too  well.  He  succeeded 
in  making  those  ballots  nullities.  If  we  could 
get  seventy-three  men  who  would  say  they  voted 
those  ballots,  I  would  consent  to  it.  But  not  one 
man  has  shown  his  intention. 

Mr.  Means— I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  gen- 
tleman to  the  part  of  Mr.  McDonald's  testimony 
which  he  did  not  read.  The  portion  the  gentle- 
man read  was  this — 

"I  voted  myself  the  straight  Democratic  ticket 
with  C.  J.  Spenceley's  name  pasted  over  the  name 
of  McNamara.  I  pasted  it,  and  I  am  sure  I  de- 
posited it." 

The  part  the  gentleman  did  not  read  was  this — 

"Q. — Did  it  cover  anything  else?  A. — I  know  it 
did." 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— It  seems  to  me  that 
the  latter  part  of  that  evidence  is  rather  against 
the  last  gentleman  who  has  spoken:  that  is  to 
say,  that  Mr.  McDonald  testifies  that  he  knew  this 
uaster  covered  something  else.  He  should  have 
known  if  it  covered  the  office  for  whom  those  men 
were  voting,  and  that  the  ballots  would  not  be 
counted  for  the  person  for  whom  he  was  voting. 
The  office  should  appear  and  should  not  be  cov- 
ered over.  The  repcrt  of  the  majority  ot  the 
committee  has  appended  to  it  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor  that  these  ballots  should  not 
be  counted  as  ballots  for  the  members 
of  the  Common  Council,  and  it  seems  to  me  that, 
listening  to  the  arguments  here  and  reading  the 
report  that  the  law  is  more  on  that  side,  I  think 
we  ought  to  be  very  careful  how  we  set  aside  the 
law  as  regards  these  ballots  in  city  elections,  arid 
how  we  undertake  to  say,  after  those  ballots  have 
been  counted,  what  was  the  evident  intention  of 
the  voters  who  cast  them,  when  it  goes  so  far  as 
to  unseat  a  member  and  put  another  man  in  his 
place.  I  think  we  ought  to  be  very  careful  to 
confine  ourselves  strictly  to  the  law  in  the  matter 
and  not  try  to  doctor  the  returns  after  they  have 
been  put  in  and  reported  upon. 

Mr.  Wharton — I  desire  to  say  one  word  in  reply 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21.  The  gentlemen  of 
the  Council  have  got  to  acknowledge  a  good  deal 
when  the  gentleman  states  that  the  words  "Com- 
mon Council"  were  pasted  over.  I  think  that  is 
one  of  the  strong  points  in  favor  of  the  majority 
report.  It  is  quite  clear  the  voter  intended  to 
paste  over  those  words.  What  we  are  trying  to 
do  is  to  find  out  his  intention  when  he  did  so. 

Mr.  Parknian  of  Ward  9— The  Hon.  Walbridge 
A.  Field,  in  his  argument  upon  the  contested  elec- 
tion case  of  "Loring  vs.  Boynton"  before  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  Washington,  quotes 
this  very  language  of  the  General  Statutes:  "And 
no  vote  shall  be  counted  which  does  not  clearly 
indicate  in  writing  the  office  for  which  the  person 
voted  for  is  designed,  except  when  but  one  officer 
is  voted  for."  He  then  goes  on  to  say,  "It  is  set- 
tled law  that  ballots  are  to  be  construed  like 
other  written  instruments,  in  view  of  the  sur- 
rounding circumstances  under  which  they  are 
cast,  and  only  reasonable  certainty  is  required." 
That  is  good  enough  law,  Mr.  President,  but  this 
question — 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— Can  I  interrupt  the 
gentleman  ?  I  desire  to  have  it  distinctly  under- 
stood that  I  don't  apply  this  provision  of  the  Gen- 
eral Statutes,  especially  to  the  committee.  I 
merely  use  it  as  a  means  to  find  out  the  intention 
with  which  the  votes  were  cast.  I  don't  think  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9,  or  the  gentleman  who 
was  in  the  minority,  understands  it.  I  don't  apply 
it  to  the  committee,  but  I  merely  apply  it  as  one 
of  the  instruments  which  I  use  to  find  out  what 
the  intentions  of  the  voters  were. 

Mr.  Parkman — I  am  sorry  if  anything  in  my  re- 
marks should  have  led  the  gentleman  to  think  I 
misunderstood  his  report.  It  is  written  in  very 
plain  language,  and  I  understand  for  what  pur- 
pose he  cited  that  provision  of  the  statutes.  He 
merely  desires  to  use  it  as  a  guide  to  his  mind  to 


ascertain  what  the  intention  of  the  voters  was. 

I  have  quoted  the  saying  of  Hon.  Walbridge  A. 
Field,  and  1  have  shown  that  the  committee 
themselves  admit  what  we  are  to  seek  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  voter.  There  are  only  two  intentions 
which  can  be  reached  by  those  ballots;  one  is 
the  intention  which  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee give  to  them,  that  by  wasting  the  ballots  in 
that  manner  they  meant  to  nullify  the  vote.  That 
is  one  intention  the  committee  mean  to  impute 
to  those  men,  and  the  other  is,  that  those  seventy- 
three  intended  to  vote  for  Mr.Spenceley,  but  were 
ignorant  of  the  law.  I  say  no  other  view  than 
that  can  be  taken  of  the  matter.  If  the  voter 
had  wished  to  give  tbe  intention  to  his  ballot 
which  the  majority  of  the  committee  construe  to 
be  his  probable  intent  they  would  not  have  gone 
through  the  farce  of  pasting  the  name  in  that 
way.  They  would  not  have  gone  through  with 
that  unnecessary  process  of  pasting  the  name 
over  the  designation  of  the  office.  I  think  com- 
mon sense  would  show  that  that  would  be  the 
natural  method  to  take.  These  were  not  the 
only  votes  pasted  for  Mr.  Spenceley.  There 
must  have  been  500  altogether.  A  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  assumes  they  were  done  by  the 
looks  of  the  ballot  which  he  has  in  his  possession, 
and  which  was  not  cast,  and  assumes  that  they 
were  ironed  out.  Therefore  he  proceeds  with  the 
assumption  that  it  was  a  fraud.  I  assume  that 
no  such  deduction  can  be  made.  The  intention 
of  the  voter  is  to  be  ascertained  from  the  ballot 
after  it  is  cast.  The  gentleman  will  remember 
that  iu  a  representative  election  held  some  years 
ago  in  this  city,  when  Hon.  Leopold  Morse,  Dem- 
ocratic candidate,  was  voted  for,  a  great  many 
tickets  were  found  with  his  name  in  small  type  at 
the  bottom  of  the  page,  so  that  when  his  "name 
was  pasted  over  by  another  name,  in  another 
place  on  the  ballot,  it  was  a  fraud. 

That  was  a  fraud  on  the  voter  and  has  been 
corrected  by  the  Legislature  since  then.  But  the 
only  effect  was  to  give  it  effect  as  shown  by  the 
ballot.  I  only  ask  you  to  apply  the  rules  of  com- 
mon sense  to  the  intention  of  those  voters  as  ex- 
pressed by  the  voters  in  their  ballots.  If  you  are  to 
sit  here  as  jurors  and  as  the  gentleman  from  W aid 

II  has  said,  with  instructions  from  the  Court, 
what  would  those  instructions  be  ?  The  instruc- 
tions would  be  first  to  every  juror  that  they  are 
to  ascertain  from  tbe  evidence  of  surrounding 
circumstances  what  you,  gentlemen,  believe  to 
be  the  intention  of  the  voters  in  casting  those 
votes. 

Mr.  Cotton  of  Ward  4—1  have  tried  hard  to 
ascertain  from  the  evidence  ot  some  one  who  cast 
one  of  these  ballots  for  Mr.  Spenceley.  I  have 
been  unable  to  do  so.  I  consider  the  equity  of 
the  case  to  be  on  the  side  of  Mr.  Spenceley.  But 
I  find  the  statute  is  positive  in  its  meaning,  and 
says  we  cannot  count  those  ballots.  No  ballot 
can  be  quoted  unless  the  office  is  designated. 
That  is  plain.  We  sit  here  as  jurymen  to  and  the 
facts,  and  as  judges  to  apply  the  law  to  the  facts 
when  found.  We  sit  here  not  as  individuals,  but 
as  a  legal  body,  bound  to  conform  to  the  law  and 
carry  out  its  meaning.  As  a  member  of  this  legal 
body  I  feel  bound  to  vote  for  Mr.  McNamara. 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  would  say  that  if  I  had  drawn 
the  report  I  would  have  varied  it  somewhat,  but 
the  conclusion  coincides  exactly  with  the  report 
I  should  have  drawn,  and  tbe  variance  would 
have  beeu  so  small  that  I  did  not  think  it  necessa- 
ry to  make  any  change.  Now,  sir,  in  regard  to 
the  designation  of  the  office  on  the  ballot— I  have 
just  examined  one  ballot,  and  tried  to  read  the 
words  under  the  paster.  I  found  it  impossible  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  Parkman — Was  there  any  evidence  that 
that  ballot  was  like  those  in  the  box? 

Mr.  Wheeler— This  ballot  has  the  appearance  of 
those  in  the  box.  Unfortunately  those  ballots 
were  not  as  thin  as  the  suggestion  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  21.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  it  we  throw  out  those  ballots  we  disfranchise 
seventy-three  voters;  but  if  we  count  them  we 
disfranchise  the  rest  of  the  ward;  that  is  to  say, 
we  avoid  the  actual  result. 

Mr.  Pratt— Was  the  name  of  the  office  desig- 
nated or  printed  on  those  seventy-three  ballots  ? 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  cannot  say. 

Mr.  Pratt — Does  the  gentleman  deny  it  ? 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  cannot  deny  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rogers  of  Ward  22  the  main 
question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  was  excused  from  voting, 
having  paired  with  Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19. 
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Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5  was  excused  from  voting. 
haviDg  paired  with  Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23  was  excused  from  voting, 
having  paired  with  Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered. 

The  substitute  was  rejected— yeas  17,  nays  42. 

Yeas— Bartlett,  Beal,  Child,  Dana,  Eddy,  Far- 
weil,  risk,  Ford,  Gove,  Lauten,  Mathews,  Means, 
Parkman,  Pope,  Smith,  Swan,  Wakefield— 17. 

Nays— Barry,  Boyle,  Brimbecom,  H.  B.  Clapp, 
Conlin,  Connell,  Costello,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Daly, 
Denney,  Devlin,  John  Doherty,  C.  F.  Doherty, 
Dudley,  Emery,  Fitzpatrick,  Freeman,  Gomez, 
Hagar,  Harding,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Huntress, 
J.  A. McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  N.  M.  Mor- 
rison, Mullett,  Murphy,  Powers,  Quigley,  Rogers, 
Rosnosky,  Teevan,  Viles,  Walsh,  Welch,  Wharton, 
Wheeler,  Whitmore,  Williams — 42. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Bigelow,  Bowker,  Brown, 
H.  ClaDp,  Greenough,  Lovell,  Maguire.  McCor- 
mick,  McNamara,  P.  Morrison,  Pratt,  Pray— 12. 

The  report  of  the  majority,  leave  to  withdraw, 
was  accepted.  Mr.  Wharton  moved  to  recon- 
sider.   Lost. 

CARE  OF  SIDEWALKS  OF  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  the  non- 
concurrence  in  the  amendment  of  this  Council  to 
the  order  concerning  the  removal  of  snow  and  ice 
from  sidewalks  of  public  buildings  and  lands  was 
taken  from  the  table  and  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Lauten  offered  the  following : 
Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Health 
and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  and  they 
are  hereby  directed  to  remove  the  snow  and  ice 
from  the  sidewalks  connected  with  all  the  public 
buildings  and  lands,  except  those  connected  with 
schoolhouses;  and  also  to  remove  the  snow  and 
ice  from  the  schoolhouse  yards  whenever  it  is 
necessary  to  be  done. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward 
8,  to  the  Committee  on  Health.    Sent  up. 

LISTS    OF    JURORS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  order  request- 
ing the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  publish  the  names 
of  jurors  in  daily  papers  was  taken  from  the  ta- 
ble, and  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  its  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Police. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  7  objected  to  such  a  refer- 
ence. 

Mr.  Lauten  said  the  matter  was  'considered  by 
the  Printing  Committee  last  year,  and  good  rea- 
sons were  given  for  not  publishing  the  names. 
Desirable  men  for  jurors  saw  their  names  in 
print  and  got  out  of  the  way;  many  of  those 
who  want  to  be  jurors  are  not  fit  material.  He 
moved  to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Mr.  Doherty  said  that  if  thp  men  were  not  at 
home  the  officers  could  find  them,  and  if  they 


could  not  be  found,  more  names  could  be  drawn, 
and  the  panel  filled  up.  He  moved  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Joint  Rules  and  Orders. 

Mr.  Parkman  referred  to  City  Doc.  35,  of  1880, 
being  an  investigation  of  the  drawing  of  jurors, 
and  supported  the  motion  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone. 

Mr.  Whitmore  thought  the  matter  had  better  be 
laid  upon  the  table,  and  so  moved. 

Mr.  Hagar  thought  it  had  better  be  settled,  and 
not  lie  upon  the  table  week  after  week. 

The  motion  to  table  was  lost. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Joint 
Rules  was  lost. 

Mr.  Whitmore  withdrew  the  motion  to  refer  to 
the  Committee  on  Police. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

DECORATION    DAY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21  the  invita- 
tion from  Post  26,  G.  A.  R  ,  for  the  City  Council  to 
participate  in  their  services  on  Decoration  Day 
was  taken  from  the  table. 

Mr.  Smith— My  colleague,  at  the  last  meeting, 
was  under  a  misapprehension  when  he  stated  that 
all  the  posts  of  the  county  intended  to  unite  in  a 
celebration.  Post  26  will  observe  the  day  as  they 
have  heretofore— by  a  short  parade  and  appropri- 
ate services. 

Mr.  Parkman— There  seems  to  be  some  differ- 
ence of  opinion  about  this  matter.  It  is  four 
months  before  this  can  take  place.  One  gentle- 
man stated  there  is  to  be  a  general  celebration 
and  another  stated  there  is  not.  Which  are  we  to 
believe  ? 

Mr.  Smith— It  is  understood  by  Post  26  that 
they  have  a  good  deal  of  work  to  do  on  that  day, 
and  will  not  take  part  in  the  general  celebration. 

Mr.  Mathews  of  Ward  21— In  making  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  upon  the  table  I  supposed  that  all  the 
posts  in  the  county  would  unite  in  a  general 
parade.  I  believe  they  will  all  so  unite  with  the 
exception  of  Post  26.  The  Grand  Army  posts  of 
Boston  have  decided  to  make  a  new  departure 
this  year.  Committees  have  been  appointed  from 
all  the  posts  to  arrange  for  a  joint  celebration  of 
the  t'ay.  An  invitation  has  already  been  written, 
and  will  be  handed  to  the  Mayor  tomorrow,  invit- 
ing the  city  authorities  to  unite  with  the  Grand 
Army  posts  of  this  county  in  this  joint  parade. 
The  parade  and  celebration  will  occur  in  the  af- 
ternoon and  I  thought  it  advisable  for  the  invita- 
tion of  Post  26  to  lie  over  until  the  invitation 
from  the  posts  of  the  entire  citv  had  been  ex- 
tended to  the  City  Council,  and  then  the  Council 
can  elect  which  invitation  to  accept. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  the  sub- 
ject was  specially  assigned  for  consideration  at 
the  first  meeting  in  March. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5. 
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B  O  AE  E>       OF      ALDERMEN 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY    7,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Public  Weigher— Edwin   M.  Hahn.    Confirmed. 

Measurers  of  Grain— William  Gleason,  John 
Savage. 

Alderman  Yiles— 1  believe  Boston  has  had  but 
one  measurer  of  grain  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
I  see  that  two  are  appointed.  I  believe  the  busi- 
ness is  not  large.  I  move  that  that  lay  on  the 
table. 

The  nomination  was  laid  on  the  table. 

PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Michael  Doherty  and  other  abutters 
on  Union  Park,  against  the  establishment  of  a 
hospital  at  No.  '28  Union  Park. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to.  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  F.  H.  Welling,  new  wooden,  20  horses, 
Rutherford  avenue,  opposite  Lincoln  street, 
Ward  5. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Thermo  and  Elec- 
tric Gas  Lighting  Company,  for  leave  to  contract 
with  the  city  for  lighting  and  extinguishing 
lamps. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Augustus  Meisel, 
against  the  laying  of  edgestones  on  Ashmont 
street;  William  G.  Reed,  etui.,  that  Humphreys 
street  be  graded  and  gutters  paved;  American 
Bell  Telephone  Company,  for  leave  to  set  poles  in 
Endicott  street  between  Cross  and  Causeway 
streets;  Union  Freight  Railroad  Company,  for 
leave  to  lay  track  through  portions  of  First  and 
Granite  streets;  James  Feeley,  to  be  paid  for 
grade  damages  on  Commercial  court;  American 
Bell  Telephone  Company  for  leave  to  erect  poles 
on  Beacon  street,  Brighton  avenue,  North  Beacon 
and  Market  streets;  Middlesex  Railroad  Company, 
for  tracks  on  Medford  street  and  for  extension  of 
tracks  northerly  on  Bunker  Hill  street  to  the  vi- 
cinity of  Webster  street,  Charlestown;  Munsen  & 
Fabery,  to  place  a  post  in  sidewalk  of  257  Tre- 
mont  street,  with  a  druggists'  mortar  thereon. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Caroline  S.  Barnard,  against  any  change 
of  name  of  Hammond  avenue,  Ward  8. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  E.  G.  Carl- 
ton, for  leave  to  project  a  lantern  at  170-172 
Kneeland  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc.  Asa 
P.Potter  et  al.,  that  more  care  be  given  to  the 
planting  of  trees  on  Commonwealth  avenue. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  F.  M.  Wellington,  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Shurtleff  oourt  near  Ruther- 
ford avenue,  Ward  4;  Ruth  H.  Tomp3on,  to  erect 
a  wooden  addition  to  a  building  on  Gurney  street, 
near  Tremont  street,  Ward  22. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Timothy 
TToomey,  to  be  paid  damages  for  personal  injuries 
•caused  by  an  alleged  defect  in  Change  avenue, 
Feb.  2, 1881. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  S.  P.  Dexter  et  al., 
for  the  extension  of  the  Hancock-street  sewer, 
Dorchester. 

To  the  Board  of  Health.  Alvah  M.  Dam, 
M.  D.,  for  a  license  for  a  lying-in  hospital  at  22 
Chester  square. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  William  E. 
Sheldon,  for  lease  of  premises  Nos.  3  and  5  Water 
street,  belonging  to  the  city. 

HEARING  ON  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  petition  of  Joseph  P. 
Shaw  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  on  Green 
street,  near  Brookline  avenue.  No  objections. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Petitions  were  referred  in  concurrence. 

Memorial  of  James  M.  Hubbard  criticising  the 
present  management  of  the  Public  Library,  and 
suggesting  certain  desirable  improvements  there- 
in. Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Li- 
sbrary  in  concurrence. 


Order  to  allow  the  Department  for  the  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildings  to  employ  additional 
clerical  assistance  when  demanded,  to  purchase 
supplies,  materials,  etc.,  for  carrying  on  said  de- 
partment.   Passed  in  concurrence. 

Annual  report  of  Superintendent  of  Sewers. 
(City  Doc.  19.)    Placed  on  file. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Mary 
McNiven,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  re- 
ceived on  the  highway.  Accepted  In  concur- 
rence. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  that 
the  order  to  sell  the  old  materials  on  the  new 
Court  House  site  on  Derne  street  ought  to  pass. 
Accepted. 

Said  order  to  sell  materials  as  above  was  passed 
in  concurrence. 

Volume  VI.  of  the  reports  of  Record  Commis- 
sioners, containing  the  Roxbury  land  and  church 
records,  being  City  Doc.  114  of  1880.  Placed  on 
file. 

Presentation  of  church  records  and  vote  of 
thanks  to  J.  F.  Hunnewell   therefor.     Concurred. 

An  order  for  the  Superintendent  of  Health  and 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  remove  snow 
and  ice  from  sidewalks  of  public  buildings,  ex- 
cept sehoolhouses,  and  to  remove  snow  and  ice 
from  schoolhouse  yards.  Referred  to  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Health  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  grant  a  holiday  to  all  persons  in  em- 
ploy of  the  city,  without  loss  of  pay  on  Washing- 
ton's Birthday.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  $200  to  each  of  the  Boston  posts  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  Decoration  Day,  or  to  assist  families 
of  deceased  or  disabled  soldiers  and  sailors. 
Passed  in  concurrence— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Preamble  and  order  for  a  special  committee  (the 
President  and  Messrs.  Parkman  and  Pray  to  be 
joined)  to  procure  a  suitable  testimonial  to  be 
sent  to  New  Orleans  in  charge  of  the  National 
Lancers  and  Charlestown  Cadets,  and  to  prepare 
an  appropriate  address  to  accompany  the  same. 
Estimated  expense,  §250.  Concurred,  and,  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Woolley,  the  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Armories  were  appointed  on  said 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

Care  of  the  Public  Grounds. 

The  petition  of  John  Reardon,  for  leave  to  con- 
tract to  do  all  the  work  necessary  on  the  Common, 
etc.,  for  $30,000  per  annum,  comes  up  refeired  to 
the  Committee  on  Nomination  of  a  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Common,  with  direction  to  give  the  pe- 
titioner a  hearing. 

Alderman  Slade— That  matter  was  talked  over 
by  the  Committee  on  Nomination  of  Superinten- 
dent on  Saturday,  and  they  came  lo  the  conclu- 
sion that  it  was  not  really  the  place  to  send  that 
petition.  It  seems  to  me  the  Committee  ou  Com- 
mon and  Squares  are  the  proper  persons  to  look 
iuto  that  matter.  They  have  charge  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  money  and  the  care  of  the 
grounds,  and  the  Committee  on  Nomination  have 
nothing  to  d»  with  it.    I  move  to  non-concur. 

Alderman  Viles— I  also  believe  with  the  Alder- 
man that  that  should  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares.  I  move  as  an  amendment 
that  they  also  be  requested  to  give  the  petitioner 
a  hearing. 

The   Board   non-concurred   in  the  vote  of  the 

Common   Council,  and    thereupon    said  petition 

was  referred  to  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  with 

directions  to  hear  the  petitioner.    Sent  down. 

Joint  Rules  and  Orders. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Joiut  Rules  and  Or- 
ders, with  certain  amendments  as  therein  re- 
cited (City  Doe.  20),  with  further  amendments 
substituting  in  section  20  the  word  "approve"  for 
"countersign".  Also  further  rule  (section  12), 
providing  that  the  Clerk  of  Committees  shall  be 
notified  of  the  meetings  of  committees  of  which 
he  is  not  the  clerk— and  that  he  shall  keep  calen- 
dars of  all  committee  meetings. 

On  motion  ol  Alderman  Viles  the  following 
amendment  was  made  to  the  rules  as  adopted  by 
the  Common  Council: 

Sect.  10,  seventeenth  line,  add  the  following: 
"The  officers  of  either  branch  thereof,  the  Clerk 
of  Committees/and  assistants,  are  exempt  from 
this  provision." 

The  rules  were  then  adopted  as  amended.  Rule 
20,  as  amended,  reads  as  follows: 

"Sect.  20.  No  bills  for  refreshments  or  car- 
riages shall  be  paid,  unless  such  bills  shall  specify 
in  detail  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  such 
refreshments  or  carriages  were  furnished,  the 
dates  of  furnishing  the  same,   and   shall   be  ap- 
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proved  bv  the  members  of  the  City  Council 
charged  therewith,  or  approved  by  the  presiding 
officer  of  a  board,  or  chairman  of  a  committee. 

"All  bills  for  refreshments  shall  be  presented 
at  the  time  incurred,  and,  if  incurred  by  a  com- 
mittee, the  chairman,  or  chairman  pro  tern.,  shall 
certify  that  the  persons  named  were  present. 

"The  presiding  officer  of  a  hoard,  or  chairman 
of  a  committee,  shall  not  approve  any  bill  for  re- 
freshments, or  carriage-hire,  unless  as  herein  re- 
quired, nor  shall  he  approve  any  such  bill  on 
account  of  any  person  not  a  member  of  the  City 
Council,  unless  such  person  has  been  invited  by 
a  recorded  vote  or  the  board  or  committee.  The 
officers  of  either  branch  thereof,  the  clerk  of 
committees  and  assistant  are  exempt  from  this 
provision. 

"Such  bills,  when  so  approved,  shall  be  paid 
from  the  appropriation  to  which  they  are  inci- 
dent; and  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  shall  not  pass 
anv  such  bill  for  the  approval  of  the  Committee 
onAccounts,  unle>s  it  has  been  approved  as  pro- 
vided in  this  or  the  preceding  section." 

The  amendment  of  the  Council  to  section  12  was 
adopted  in  concurrence. 

Facilities  for   Heating  Dinners   of  Laborers  on 
Jmproved  Sewerage. 

Order  requesting  the  Committee  on  Improved 
Sewerage  to  provide  facilities  to  their  employes 
at  noontime  to  heat  their  meals  whenever  five  or 
more  apply  therefor. 

Alderman  Curtis  moved  that  the  order  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  hope  the  Alderman  will 
give  some  reasons  for  laying  it  on  the  table.  It  is 
a  very  cold  season  of  the  year,  and  if  the  order  is 
to  be  passed  it  should  be  done  immediately. 

Alderman  Curtis— The  reason  I  offer  it  is  this: 
As  a  general  thing  the  families  of  those  parties 
carry  their  dinners  to  them,  instead  of  the  par. 
ties  carrying  them  themselves.  I  have  been  lo- 
cated for  three  years  near  where  most  of  those 
men  are  employed,  and  almost  invariably  they 
have  had  their  dirners  brought  to  them  by  their 
families.  Another  reason  is,  they  have  an  engine 
stationed  at  every  place  where  they  are  building 
the  sewer;  it  is  there  right  on  the  ground  all 
the  time,  and  I  do  not  think  if,  is  necessary  to  bur- 
den this  committee  with  all  those  things,  as  they 
have  about  all  they  can  attend  to  now.  For  those 
two  reasons  I  think  it  had  better  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Alderman  Slade— So  far  as  the  men  working  at 
the  dumping  station  are  concerned,  they  have 
ample  facilities  for  keeping  their  dinners  warm, 
if  they  bring  tbem  there.  I  do  not  know  that  it 
is  quite  as  convenient  where  Mr.  Carson  is  at 
work;  I  do  not  know  whether  there  is  any  pump 
there.  I  do  not  know  whether  this  order  means 
that  a  tent  or  shed  or  some  other  convenience 
shall  be  provided.  There  will  be  no  harm  in  let- 
ting it  lie  over  for  a  week,  but  I  am  very  sure 
there  are  few  inconveniences  of  that  kind  now. 
1  will  endeavor  to  ascertain  ?.bout  it  during  the 
week. 

Alderman  Flynn— "With  that  explanation  I  am 
willing  to  let  it  lie  over  for  a  week. 

The  order  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting. 

REPORTS   OF   CITY   OFFICERS. 

Police  Commissioners.  Report  of  the  doings  of 
the  department  during  the  month  of  January. 
Sent  down. 

City  Clerk.  Report  for  quarter  ending  Jan.  31. 
Received  and  paid  City  Collector,  $939.09.  Sent 
down. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Report  for  quarter  end- 
ing Jan.  31.  Receipts,  $30,510.22:  disbursements, 
$20,455.30:  balance,  $0721  91.    Sent  down. 

Auditor's  Exhibit.  The  Auditor's  exhibit  of 
the  state  of  the  appropriations  on  Feb.  1  (City 
Doc.  21)  was  received  and  sent  down. 

Total  appropriations,  balances  and  revenue, 
$15,709,757.41;  expenditures,  $11,702,408.43;  bal- 
ance, $4,007,288.98. 

PETITIONS   FOR  STEAM   ENGINES. 

Petitions  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  en- 
gines were  received  as  follows: 

Roger  F.  Scannell,  184  Charles  street. 

Eddy,  Sherman  &  Co.,  31—33  South  street 
(fourth  story;. 

And  orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  heariogs 
thereon  on  Monday,  Feb.  S8,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

J.VING-IN      HOSPITtL. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Health 
approving  the  location  of  a  lying-iu  hospital  at  9 
Kendall  street,  by  Mary  Dudley. 


It  was  ordered  that  a  license  be  granted  upon 
the  petitioner  filing  the  usual  bond. 

SUPERINTENDENT   OF   PRINTING. 

The  ninth  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Printing  was  received  and  sent  down. 

The  statistics  are  made  up  for  the  year  ending 
with  the  Auditor's  draft  of  Feb.  1, 1881,  substan- 
tially representing  the  last  municipal  year,  this 
date  completing  9y2  years  since  the  establishment 
of  this  office,  Aug.  1, 1871. 

Printing  and  Binding. 

During  the  last  year  the  following  amount  of 
work  has  been  done  by  the  parties  stated : 

By  Rockwell  &  Churchill #44,899.30 

By  House  of  Industry 3.280.91 

Printint  by  parties  outside  of  contract 2.051.43 

Binding       ••  "  •'        2,261.72 

Total 852,493.36 

Stock  Supplies. 

Amount  purchased  during  the  year j?10,236.05 

Add  decrease  in  stock  on  baud  and  stocK 
dues  per  note  a,  page  5 235.00 

Consumption  one  year 810,471.05 

Stationery. 
Amount  purchased  (and  consumed )  during 

the  year j?14,691.82 

Summary. 

One  year  to  Feb.  1. 1881— Printing  and  binding, 
$52,493.36;  stock,  $10,471.03;  stationery,  $14,091.82; 
total,  $77,056.23. 

Prior  8%  years— Printing  and  binding,  $388,- 
061.85;  stock,  $106,435.31;  stationery,  $122,109.40; 
total.  $616,606.50. 

Aggregates,  9y2  years— Printing  and  bicding, 
$440,555.21;  stock.  $110,906.30;  stationery,  $136,- 
801.22;  total,  $094,202.79. 

Average  per  year— Printing  and  binding,  $46,- 
374.23;  stock,  $12,305  93;  stationery,  $14,400.13; 
total,  $73,080.29. 

The  above  summary  shows  a  considerable  in- 
crease in  amount  of  printing  and  binding  the  last 
year  over  the  average  of  previous  years.  This  is 
a  result  of  a  general  increase  of  activity  in  the 
several  departments  of  the  City  Government  and 
some  items  of  unusual  expenditure  the  last  year, 
notably  the  anniversary  memorial,  the  revision  of 
the  ordinances,  the  first  volume  of  Suffolk  Deeds 
and  two  reports  of  the  Record  Commissioners; 
these  costing  $6955. 

The  summary  of  stock  continues  to  show  a 
healthy  reduction  from  the  average  of  past  years, 
due  to  close  competition  for  city  orders. 

The  summary  of  stationery  remains  substan- 
tially at  the  average,  although  an  increased  con- 
sumption has  probably  occurred. 

Former  reports  have  treated  of  topics  of  recur- 
ring interest,  and  reference  is  made  thereto. 
First  report,  February.  1872,  Doc.  25;  second,  Sep- 
tember, 1872,  Doc.  100;  third,  September,  1873, 
Doc.  114;  fourth,  February,  1875,  Doc.  20;  fifth, 
August,  1876,  Doc.  82;  sixth,  February,  1878,  Doc. 
31;  seventh,  February,  1879,  Doc.  17;  eighth,  Feb- 
ruary, 1880,  Doc  21. 

Messrs.  Rockwell  &  Churchill,  the  present  con- 
tractors for  the  city  printing,  continue  to  give 
uniform  satisfaction.  The  portion  of  the  work 
done  at  Deer  Island  has  also  been  generally  satis- 
factory. 

For  the  East  Boston  Ferries  during  the  past 
year  there  have  been  sorted,  counted  and  packed, 
under  the  Superintendent's  supervision,  6,455,820 
foot  passes  and  296,714  team  tickets. 

VITAL    STATISTICS. 

The  following  was  received: 

Office  of  the  City  Registrar,  ) 
Boston,  Feb.  7, 1881.  J 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council— The  number  of 
births  registered  in  Boston  during  the  year  1880 
was  10,590,  being  an  increase  over  the  number  re- 
corded in  1879  of  383.  The  number  of  marriages 
recorded  during  the  same  period  was  3606,  show- 
ing an  increase  of  473  over  the  number  recorded 
in  the  preceding  year.  The  number  of  intentions 
of  marriage  entered  was  4184,  an  increase  of  528. 
The  amount  received  for  intentions  of  marriage 
was  $2092,  which  sum  has  been  paid  to  the  City 
Collector.  The  number  of  deaths  recorded  in 
1880  was  8612,  an  increase  of  1177  over  the  number 
registered  in  1879,  showing  the  death-rate  during 
the  year  to  have  beeu  23.66  deaths  in  each  1000  of 
the  population. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

N.  A.  Apollonio, 

City  Registrar. 
Sent  down. 
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CHARLKSTOWN  ALMSHOUSE. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  communication  from  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors for  Public  Institutions, requesting  that  the 
sum  of  $2500  be  transferred  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  Pauper  Expenses  to  that  for  Almshouse, 
Chaiiestown  Districr,  would  respectfully  report 
the  accompanying  order  making  the  transfer  as 
requested. 

For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  Pauper  expenses  to  that  for  Alms- 
house, Chaiiestown  District,  the  sum  ot  $2500. 

Passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

NOMINATIONS  AND    ELECTIONS. 

Reports  of  nominating  committees  were  sub- 
mitted and  action  had  thereon  as  follows: 

City  Messenger.  By  Alderman  Tucker— Report 
nominating  Alvah  H.  Peters.  Accepted  and  a 
ballot  ordered.  Committee— Aldermen  Tucker, 
Caldwell. 

Alvah  H.  Peters  had  12  ballots,  and  was  elected 
on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

Clerk  of  Committees.  By  Alderman  Whitten — 
Report  nominating  William  H.  Lee.  Accepted 
and  a  ballot  ordered.  Committee,  Aldermen 
Whitten,  Hersey.  William  H.  Lee  bad  12  ballots, 
and  was  elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

City  Architect.  By  Alderman  Curtis — Report 
nominating  George  A.  Clough.  Accepted  and  a 
ballot  ordered.  Committee,  Aldermen  Curtis, 
Haldeman.  George  A.  Clough  received  12  bal- 
lots, and  was  elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

Water  Registrar.  By  Alderman  Hersey— Re- 
port nominating  William  F.  Davis.  Accepted 
and  a  ballot  ordered.  Committee,  Aldermen 
Hersey  and  Whitten.  William  F.  Davis  received 
12  ballots,  and  was  elected  on  the  part  of  the 
Board. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings.  By  Alder- 
man Caldwell  —  Report  nominating  James  C. 
Tucker.  Accepted  and  a  ballot  ordered.  Com- 
mittee, Aldermen  Caldwell  and  Tucker.  James  C. 
Tucker  received  12  ballots,  and  was  elected  on  the 
part  of  the  Board. 

Superintendent  of  Common  and.  Public  Grounds. 
By  Alderman  Slade— Report  nominating  William 
Doogue.     Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  an  election  was 
ordered.    Committee,  Aldermen  Slade,  Breck. 

William  Doogue  had  11  ballots,  and  was  elect- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  Board.  There  was  one  blank 
ballot. 

Superintendent  of  Streets.  By  Alderman  Breck— 
Report  nominating  Charles  Harris.  Accepted  and 
a  ballot  ordered.  Committee,  Aldermen  Breck, 
Flynn.  Charles  Harris  received  12  ballots,  and 
was  elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

City  Engineer.  By  Alderman  Woolley — Report 
nominating  Henry  M.  Wighcman.  Accepted  and 
a  ballot  ordered.  Committee,  Aldermen  Woolley, 
Viles.  Henry  M.  Wightman  received  12  ballots. 
and  was  elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

City  Registrar.  By  Alderman  Viles — Report 
nominating  Nicholas  A.  Apollonio.  Accepted  and 
a  ballet  ordered.  Committee,  Aldermen  Viles, 
Woolley.  N.  A.  Apollonio  received  12  ballots,  and 
was  elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

City  Surveyor.  By  Alderman  Haldeman — Re- 
port nominating  Thomas  W.  Davis.  Accepted 
and  a  ballot  ordered.  Committee,  Aldermen 
Haldeman,  Curtis.  Thomas  W.  Davis  had  12  bal- 
lots, and  was  elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers.  By  Alderman  Viles — 
Report  nominating  William H.  Bradley.  Accepted 
and  a  ballot  was  ordered.  Committee,  Aldermen 
Viles,  Woolley.  William  H.  Bradley  had  12  bal- 
lots, and  was  elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

Assessors  of  Taxes.  By  Alderman  Breck— Re- 
port nominating  Edward  F.  Robinson  and  Joshua 
3.  Duncklee  for  three  years.  Accepted  and  a 
ballot  ordered.  Committee,  Aldermen  Flynn  and 
Breck.  Messrs.  Robinson  and  Duncklee  each  re- 
ceived 12  votes,  and  were  elected  on  the  part  of 
the  Board. 

CONDITION  OF  THE  PROPERTY  IN  CHARGE  OF  THE 
OVERSEERS    OF    THE    POOR. 

Alderman  Curtis  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Overseers  of 
the  Poor  beg  leave  to  report  that  in  compliance 
with  the  eighth  section  of  the  ordinance  relating 
to  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  they  have  examined  and 
investigated   the  condition   of   the  property  in- 


trusted to  and  deposited  with  the  Overseers  of 
the  Poor,  and  find  that  the  requirements  of  said 
ordinance  relative  to  the  correct  management,  in- 
vestment and  preservation  of  said  property  have 
been  complied  with.  The  examination  by  the 
committee  shows  that  the  amount  of  the  trust 
funds  invested  Ftb.  1,  1881,  is  $517,740;  cash  on 
handsamn  day,  J6669  53.  Total,  $524,409.53.  The 
titles  to  the  real  estate  held  by  the  Overseers 
have  been  examiued  and  found  clear,  the  value  of 
said  real  estate  being  $62,200.  The  Treasurer's 
statement  is  appended  hereto. 
For  the  Committee, 

George  Curtis,  Chairman. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

ARNOLD  ARBORETUM. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order— That  so 
much  of  the  sixth  annual  report  of  the  Park  Com- 
missioners (City  Doc.  No.  12)  as  relates  to  the  con- 
dition and  improvement  of  the  "Arnold  Arbore- 
tum," be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Parks.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

SYMPATHY  FOR   IRELAND. 

Alderman  Flynn  presented  the  following: 

Boston,  Feb.  6, 1881. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City 
of  Boston:  Gentlemen— The  undersigned,  a  com- 
mittee haviDg  in  charge  the  arrangements  f®r  a 
public  meeting  of  citizens  to  be  held  at  Faneuil 
Hall  next  Friday  evening  at  eight  o'clock, 
to  express  American  opinion  on  the  action 
of  the  British  Government  in  relation  to 
Irish  affairs,  cordially  invite  the  attendance 
of  your  honorable  body,  as  an  evidence  of  your 
sympathy  with  a  people  struggling  in  their  own 
homes  and  country  for  the  right  to  life  and  self- 
government. 

We  are  very  respectfully, 

P.  A.  Collins. 
John  Boyle  O'Reilly. 
P.  J.  Flatley. 
D.  B.  Cashman. 
M.  H.  Keen  an. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn,  the  invitation 
was  accepted.    Sent  down. 

LEGISLATIVE  MATTERS. 

Alderman  Tucker  presented  the  third  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters,  contain- 
ing petitions  presented  to  the  Legislature  since 
the  last  report.    Sent  down. 

FANEUIL  'HALL. 
Alderman  Woolley  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  in  favor  of  granting 
the  use  of  said  hall  to  P.  A.  Collins  and  others  for 
a  public  meeting  on  Feb.  11.    Accepted. 

PERMITS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  recommending  the 
granting  of  petitions  to  locate  a  new  steam  en- 
gine as  follows: 

T.  Brigham  Bishop,  Chelsea  street,  near  Eagle 
street,  East  Boston. 

American  Asphalt  Pavement  Company,  on 
GraDite  street,  opposite  Richmond  street. 

B.  Dickerman,  114-120  Purchase  street. 

Boston  Electric  Company,  550  Washington 
street. 

Severally  accepted. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Licenses: 

Minors'  applications  granted— Thirty-nine  news- 
boys.   Accepted. 

REMOVAL  OF  ICE  FROM  THE  HARBOR. 

Alderman  Caldwell  offered  an  order— That  iu 
addition  to  the  amount  heretofore  appropriated, 
the  Committee  on  Harbor  be  authorized  to  ex- 
pend not  exceeding  $1300  in  keeping  the  harbor 
free  from  ice;  and  that  the  Committee  on  Finance 
be  requested  to  provide  the  means.  Passed. 
Sent  down. 

PERMITS    FOR    STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Reports,  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions  as  follows:  James  D.  Driscoll,  next  195 
Walnut  avenue,  Ward  21,  provided  said  stable 
shall  be  placed  on  the  extreme  rear  of  said  lot; 
J.  H.  Hathorne,  on  Swett  street,  Ward  20.  Sev- 
erally accepted. 

VACATION  FOR  CLERK  OF  COMMITTEES. 
Alderman   Flynn    offered    an    order— That    the 
Clerk   of   Committees   be   allewed   three  weeks' 
leave  of  absence,  beginning  Feb.  17th. 
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Alaerroan  Flynn— I  offer  this  order  at  this  time 
that  the  Clerk  of  Committees,  who  is  perhaps  one 
of  the  hardest  worked  officers  in  City  Hall,  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  taking  a  vacation,  as  he 
did  not  take  one  last  summer.  A  very  novel  en- 
tertainment is  to  be  given  in  New  Orleans  during 
the  visit  of  the  Boston  military  there,  and  it  may 
be  instructive  to  him  and  of  benefit  to  the  city  in 
getting  up  entertainments  here.  Our  entertain- 
ments on  public  days  have  run  along  in  about  the 
same  rut,  and  if  Mr.  Lee  has  an  opportunity  to  go 
down  there— which  he  intends  to  do  if  this  order 
is  passed— I  believe  it  will  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  city  hereafter. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

ELEVATED    RAILROADS. 

Alderman  Flynn  offered  an  order — That  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  be  requested 
to  oppose  the  granting  of  a  charter  for  any  ele- 
vated or  rapid-transit  railroad  in  this  city. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  in  laying  out  and  widening  streets  as 
follows:  Heirs  of  Michael  A.  Ring,  and  David  A. 
and  Thomas  F.  Ring  $2481.60,  laying  out  a  por- 
tion of  Preble  street;  Gtorge  W.  Tuxbury,  exec- 
utor and  trustee,  mortgagee,  $2357.20,  extension 
of  East  Chester  park  to  the  Five  Corners  in  Dor- 
chester; William  E.  Abbott,  .$25,  relocation  of 
Blue  Hill  avenue.    Severally  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  pay  Elizabeth  McDavitt 
$27,000  for  land  taken  in  widening  of  Commercial 
street,  and  to  rescind  order  of  May  3d,  1880,  to 
pay  said  McDavitt.  Orders  laid  on  the  table  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Woolley. 

PAVING  REPORTS   AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  sidewalks  and  edge- 
stones  in  various  streets,  with  orders  for  the  as- 
sessment and  collection  of  the  proportionate  part 
thereof.    Orders  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  sidewalk  assessment  against 
the  estate  of  Joseph  A.  Plummer,  312  East  Eighth 
street,  amounting  to  $40.00,  be  abated  to  offset 
damages  occasioned  by  raising  tne  grade  of  said 
street. 

Passed. 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of  John 
Soley  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  Everett 
street  near  Cottage  street,  Ward  2,  to  Bremen 
street  near  Brooks  street,  Ward  1.    Accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
is  hereby  authorized  to  make  all  purchases  neces- 
sary for  the  conduct  and  maintenance  of  the  de- 
partment for  the  current  municipal  year,  and 
the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Sewers. 

Passed. 

Reports  on  the  schedules  of  cost  of  Camden, 
EDfield,  Hereford  and  Dalton  street  sewers,  with 
orders  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  the 
proportionate  part  thereof.    Orders  passed. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order — That  the 
Committee  on  Armories  be  requested  to  make 
such  repairs  as  may  be  required  on  the  armory  of 
Company  A,  Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  the 
expense  attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Armories.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Armories,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Viles. 

CLERK  HIRE  IN  THE  COURTS. 

Alderman  Tucker  presented  requisitions  for 
Clerk  hire  in  the  courts  for  January: 

Superior  Criminal 8208.33 

Superior  Civil 187.07 

Supre me  Judicial 135.00 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

THE   (.O.NTKSTKIJ    ELECTION  CASE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Caldwell,  the  petition 
of  William  Frost,  claiming  the  seat  of  Alderman 
Flynn  or  Alderman  Haldeman,  and  requesting  an 
investigation  of  said  claim,  was  taken  from  the 
table. 

Alderman   Caldwell    offered   an    order— That  a 


special  committee,  consisting  of  the  Chairman 
and  five  members  of  this  Board,  be  appointed  to 
investigate  and  report  upon  the  matter  of  the 
claim  of  William  Frost  to  a  seat  in  this  Board. 

Alderman  Woolley — While  I  have  no  objections 
to  appointing  that  committee,  it  seems  to  ine  it 
would  be  well  to  lay  the  order  upon  the  table  un- 
til we  hear  from  the  committee  now  investigating 
the  alleged  frauds  in  Ward  13,  as  they  may  have 
some  bearing  upon  this  matter.  I  am  certainly 
in  favor  of  appointing  this  committee,  and  have 
no  doubt  the  result  will  be  the  .same.  But  it 
seems  to  me  the  matter  should  lie  upon  the  table 
until  the  special  committee  make  their  report. 
1  make  that  motion. 

Alderman  Caldwell— This  is  a  subject  that  is 
called  to  our  attention.  A  gentleman  comes  in 
here  and  claims  the  seat  of  an  Alderman  whom 
we  supposed  was  legally  elected.  It  seems  to  me 
the  quicker  we  investigate  this  matter  the  better 
it  will  be  for  all  interested.  It  will  be  not  only 
more  satisfactory  10  the  committee  of  the  last 
Board,  but  to  the  gentlemen  whose  seats  are  con- 
tested. I  have  no  objections  to  its  lying  upon 
the  table  if  the  Board  think  best,  but  it  seems  to 
me  the  committee  might  as  well  be  appointed 
and  this  matter  settled  now. 

Alderman  Flynn — 1  hope  the  gentleman  will 
withdraw  his  motion  and  allow  this  matter  to  go 
to  a  special  committee.  I  understand  that  an 
Alderman  has  an  order  prepared,  ready  to  be  in- 
troduced, which  will  bring  the  Ward  13  matter 
directly  beloie  this  proposed  committee.  The 
committee  will  not  be  able  to  report  at  the  next 
meeting,  and  even  if  they  should  I  still  think  this 
investigation  should  go  on. 

Alderman  Woolley — I  withdraw  the  motion,  as 
the  chairman  of  the  special  committee  desires  it. 

The  order  was  passed,  and  the  Chairman  ap- 
pointed Aldermen  Caldwell,  Whitten,  Hersey, 
and  Breck  on  said  committee. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  would  ask  if  any  commu- 
nication has  been  received  from  the  City  Solicitor 
in  reply  to  the  order  in  regard  to  the  legality  of 
a  recount  of  the  aldermanic  vote  Dassecl  by  this 
Board  two  weeks  a^o? 

The  Chairman — No  communication  has  yet 
been  received  from  the  City  Solicitor. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  am  surprised,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, at  this  lack  of  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
City  Solicitor  to  a  request  of  this  Board.  It  does 
r.ot  seem  to  be  treating  this  Board  with  respect. 
It  is  a  matter  with  which  he  must  be  perfectly 
familiar,  and  it  cannot  require  much  time  to 
come  to  a  conclusion.  If  it  is  in  order  I  would 
move  that  the  City  Solicitor  be  requested  to  re- 
ply, on  or  before  the  next  meeting  of  this  Board, 
to  the  communication  addressed  to  him  by  this 
Board  two  weeks  ago  in  regard  to  the  legality  of 
a  recount  of  the  aldermanic  vote. 

Alderman  Caldwell — I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
doubt  about  our  authority  to  recount  the  votes 
upon  this  petition  of  Mr.  Frost.  It  he  contests 
the  seat  of  any  Alderman  we  have  a  perfect  right 
to  investigate  and  ascertain  which  of  the  gentle- 
men can  legally  hold  the  seat.  The  City  Solicitor 
was  requested  to  give  his  opinion  upon  the  ques- 
tion whether  we  had  a  right  to  count  those  votes 
on  the  petition  of  any  citizens  who  might  come 
forward  and  request  it.  But  this  is  an  entirely 
different  matter,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  our 
right  to  investigate  it. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  believe  the  City  Solicitor 
would  have  sent  his  opinion  here  last  week  but 
that  he  was  awaiting  some  developments  in  the 
Ward  13  case,  and  thought  some  tacts  affecting 
the  question  might  have  been  brought  out  there. 
I  think  there  is  no  doubt  it  will  be  here  next 
Monday. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  understand  the  order  passe-l 
by  this  Board  requested  his  opinion  as  to  the 
legality  of  a  recount  by  this  Board,  and  that  there 
was  no  reference  to  the  frauds  in  Ward  13.  It 
does  not  seem  to  me  there  is  any  reason  why  he 
should  delay  it. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Hersey  was  adopted. 

Alderman  Tucker  offered  an  order— That  the 
special  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  pe- 
tition of  William  Frost  for  a  seat  at  this  Board  be 
directed  also  to  consider  how  many  of  the  ballots 
alleged  to  have  been  stolen  in  Precinct  3  of  Ward 
13,  after  they  had  been  duly  deposited,  ought  to 
be  credited  to  the  candidates  for  Aldermen  named 
thereon. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  would  like  to  have  the  Al- 
derman state  why  that  word  "stolen"  is  used 
there. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  submitted  the  order  as  it 
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was  handed  to  me.  I  know  nothing  about  the 
matter. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  very  much  question  wheth- 
er we  should  pass  an  order  of  that  kind,  using 
that  word  there.  I  have  very  grave  doubts  about 
a  ballot  being  stolen  from  that  precinct.  I  do  not 
believe  tho  Warden,  Inspectors  or  Clerk  or  any 
other  officer  in  that  room  ever  took  a  ballot.  I 
question  very  much  whether  that  word  should  be 
used  there.  In  my  humble  opinion,  there  was  a 
mistake  in  that  waid,  and  those  ballots  laid  upon 
that  window  sill  should  have  gone  into  that  box; 
and  that  they  were  left  on  that  window  sill  acci- 
dentally. Believing  it  to  have  been  a  mistake  of 
these  ward  officers  that  they  did  not  put  them 
into  the  box,  I  have  no  doubt  those  ballots  laid 
upon  that  window  sill  should  have  gone  into  that 
box,  and  I  would  not  have  the  word  "stolen"  go 
into  that  order. 

The  Chairman  read  the  order  again,  calling  his 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  words  "alleged  to 
have  been  stolen"  were  used. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  should  think  that  the  words 
"found  missing"  should  be  put  in  instead  of  the 
word  "stolen."  I  do  not  think  it  is  good  lan- 
guage to  use  that  word  "stolen"  there.  I  offer 
that  as  an  amendment. 

Alderman  Caldwell— It  seems  to  me  the  order 
stands  about  right.  They  certainly  have  been  ac- 
cused of  stealing  these  votes,  and  we  are  now  in- 
vestigating to  ascertain  whether  or  not  they  have 
been  stolen. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  do  not  think  we  should  use 
the  word  "stolen"  when  we  don't  know  they  were 
stolen.  We  are  accusing  somebody  of  that  of 
which  perhaps  they  are  not  guilty. 

Alderman  Flynu — I  would  like  to  know  what 
the  Alderman  knows  about  it,  only  what  he  has 
read  in  the  papers.  Some  of  the  members  of  the 
committee  believe  those  ballots  were  stolen,  and 
that  may  be  shown  before  the  committee  get 
through.  There  certainly  can  be  no  harm  in  al- 
lowing the  order  to  passs  as  it  is. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  do  not  believe  in  accusing 
a  man  of  stealing  when  there  is  no  proof  of  it 
whatever.  There  is  something  missing,  and  so 
far  as  I  have  seen  in  the  papers  concerning  the 
investigation  I  do  not  believe  they  were  stolen. 
But  I  tell  you  wnen  we  come  to  accuse  one  of  our 
brethren  of  stealing,  it  is  one  thing  to  accuse  him 
of  stealing  and  another  to  say  that  certain  things 
are  missing.  I  have  no  doubt  those  votes  were 
missing,  but  the  question  is  how  they  came  to  be 
missing.  If  we  pass  that  order  we  accuse  some- 
body of  stealing;  and  then  suppose  it  should 
prove  that  they  were  not  stolen  ?  J  say  it  is  not 
policy  i  or  this  Board  to  use  the  word  "stolen."  If 
we  say  they  are  missing,  then  we  do  not  accuse 
anybody  of  stealing.  If  we  find  that  those  votes 
were  lying  upon  the  window  sill,  that  the  inten- 
tions of  the  ward  officers  were  good,  and  that 
those  votes  should  have  gone  into  the  ballot  box, 
how  should  we  feel  if  we  accused  some 
of  those  officers  of  stealing  ?  l  say  it  is 
not  proper  to  pass  such  an  order.  When 
we  can  pass  an  order  without  accus- 
ing a  friend  of  stealing,  it  is  better  to  do  so  than 
to  pass  one  accusing  him  of  stealing.  I  believe 
those  votes  on  the  window  sill  should  have  gone 
into  that  box,  and  that  it  was  merely  a  mistake 
they  did  not.  I  am  not  afraid  to  give  my  opinion 
about  those  votes.  I  believe  they  showed  the  in- 
tent of  the  voter  and  should  be  counted.  There 
is  no  question  about  it.  That  is  what  the  Su- 
preme Bench  of  Maine  ruled  one  year  ago,  that 
the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  voter  made  the 
law;  and  this  is  a  point  right  to  the  case.  The  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  the  voter  was  that  those 
votes  should  have  gone  Into  that  box  and  been 
counted.  If  we  have  the  privilege  of  voting  upon 
that,  I  shall  vote  to  count  those  ballots.  I  am  not 
going  to  back  out  here  because  a  man  is  alleged 
to  have  stolen  ballots.  I  do  not  want  that  word 
used.  It  was  a  mistake.  I  only  want  to  modify 
it  so  that  those  officers  cannot  be  accused  of 
stealing. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  move  to  amend  the  gentle- 
man's amendment,  so  that  the  order  will  read 
"how  many  of  the  votes  alleged  to  have  been  cast 
and  not  found  in  the  officers^ return  in  Precinct  3 
of  Ward  13." 

Alderman  Curtis— I  accept  that  amendment. 

Alderman  Flynn  —  I  presume  the  Alderman 
means  not  "found  in  the  box."  The  return  was 
made  of  the  number  of  votes  cast,  andit  was 
sent  to  the  City  Clerk,  but  when  the  bex  was  open 
it  was  found  to  be  260  short. 

Alderman  Hersey— That  is  what  I  mean. 


As  moved  by  Alderman  Hersey  the  order  was 
amended  by  striking  out  the  word  "stolen"  and 
inserting  in  its  place  the  word  "cast,"  and  alter 
the  words  "Ward  13"  inserting  "and  not  fouDd." 

WATER      SDPPLY     FROM     SHAWSHINE     RIVER. 

Alderman  Caldwell  presented  the  following: 
Boston  Water  Board  Office,  I 
Feb.  7, 1881.     f 
To   the  City   Council— The  city  of   Cambridge 
having  petitioned  the  Legislature  tor  the  right  to 
take  a  water  supply  from  the  Shawshine  River, 
the  Boston  Water  Board  deem  it  their  duty  to  re- 
quest the  City  Council  to  pass  such  an  order  as 
will  protect  the  city's  interest  in  this  matter,  and 
looking  forward  to  the  contingency  of    a    supply 
from  the  Shawshine  being  a  necessity  for  the  city 
of  Boston  to  have,  as  a  supplement  to  the  supply 
from  the  Mystic  works,  would  respectfully  rec- 
ommend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Boston  Water  Board, 

By  Leonard  R.  Cutter, 

Chairman. 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be  authorized  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  for  the  right  to  take  the  wa- 
ters of  the  Shawshioe  River  for  the  supply  of  the 
city  of  Boston. 
The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

SOHOOLHOUSE  SITE  FOR  GASTON  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Tucker  offered  an  order— That  there 
be  paid  to  Horace  .1.  Hayden  and  others  the  sum 
of  $6000  for  a  parcel  of  land  situated  on  the  cor- 
ner of  O  and  Fifth  streets,  containing  20,000 
square  feet  more  or  less,  being  the  same  parcel  of 
land  which  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction 
agreed  to  purchase  as  a  site  for  a  primary  school- 
house  in  the  Gaston  District  by  vote  of  Dec.  17, 
1880,  upon  said  Hayden  and  others  giving  to  the 
city  deeds  of  said  land  satisfactory  to  the  City 
Solicitor;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  Primary  Schoolhouse,  City  Point. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

RECONSIDERATION. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade,  the  vote  of  last 
meeting  whereby  a  release  from  Suffolk  County 
jail  was  given  to  Clifton  A.  Parker  was  reconsid- 
ered, and  the  matter  was  laid  upon  the  table, 
Alderman  Slade  stating  that  some  matters  had 
come  before  the  committee  which  require  further 
consideration. 

MATTERS  TAKEN  FROM  THE  TABLE. 

Alderman  Slade — There  are  some  half  a  dozen 
or  more  matters  on  our  table  that  I  think  ought 
to  taken  up  and  got  rid  of,  as  that  will  save  a 
good  deal  of  printing. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  order  for 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  assign  and  fur- 
nish the  necessary  rooms  for  city  officers,  etc., 
was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Slade — I  am  going  to  make  a  motion 
that  that  be  indefinitely  postponed.  I  will  sim- 
ply quote  the  ordinance: 

"Tne  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  shall,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  as- 
sign and  furnish  in  a  proper  manner  suitable 
offices  in  any  public  building,  or  procure  the 
same  elsewhere  at  the  expense  of  the  city,  for  the 
use  of  city  officers." 

This  order  seems  to  take  that  out  of  the  power 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  place  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  committee.  I  am  quite  sure  the 
committee  did  not  understand  this  when  they 
put  it  in. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Alderman  Slade— There  are  two  or  three  orders 
here  for  petitions  to  the  Legislature  for  certain 
acts.  Notwithstanding  they  have  lain  upon  the 
table  here,  I  believe  they  have  been  worked  into 
the  Legislature  through  some  back  door.  We 
might  as  well  take  them  from  the  table  and  get 
rid  of  them. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  order  for  the 
Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  an  act  to 
regulate  the  method  of  recounting  votes  (City 
Doc.  11),  in  accordance  with  a.  draft  of  an  act 
therein,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  indefinite- 
ly postponed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  order  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  for  a  change  in  the  law  re- 
lating to  the  recount  of  votes,  was  taken  from 
the  table,  and  indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley,  the  order  ap- 
pointing a  committee  to  consider  the  general  sub- 
ject of  municipal  expenses  with  a  view  to  a  possi- 
ble reduction  of  the  same,  was  taken  from  the  ta- 
ble and  indefinitely  postponed. 
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On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  order  for  a 
committee  to  resume  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  Commissioners  on  the  Treatment  of  the 
Poor,  was  taken  from  the  tahle. 

Alderman  Slade— I  believe  that  matter  has  been 
before  the  Board  most  of  the  time  since  I  have 
been  a  member/  "Whether  the  committee  report- 
ed in  favor  of  it  or  not,  it  has  been  voted  down  in 
the  City  Council.  I  think  it  is  a  matter  that  can- 
not be  carried  through.  It  simply  gives  a  special 
committee  considerable  work  to  do,  is  of  consid- 
erable expense  to  the  city,  and  nothing  comes 
from  it. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  order  was  in- 
definitely postponed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Viles  the  report  and 
order  (City  Doc.  15)  for  the  Mayor  to  petition  for 


an  acr  relating  to  by-laws  and  ordinances,  so  as 
to  allow  the  appointment  of  commissioners  for 
terms  of  more  than  one  year,  etc.,  was  taken 
from  the  table. 

Alderman  Viles— I  will  state  that  that  matter 
has  found  its  way  into  the  Legislature,  so  there 
is  no  need  of  any  action  here. 

On  motion  of  Aldermen  Viles  the  order  was 
indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  order  for  the 
Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  the  restora- 
tion of  the  appointment  of  janitors  of  school 
buildings  to  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings was  taken  from  the  table  and  indefinitely 
postponed. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Alderman  Tucker. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

FEBRUARY    11,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Andrew  J. 
Bailey,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOAKD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 

Auditor's  monthly  exhibit,  Feb.  4.  (City  Doc. 
21.)    Placed  on  file. 

Report  on  the  condition  of  the  property  in  care 
of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor.  Accepted  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  to  allow  three  weeks'  leave  of  absence  to 
the  Clerk  of  Committees.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Parks  the 
portion  of  the  sixth  report  of  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners relating  to  Arnold  Arboretum.  Passed  in 
concurrence.  Mr.  Pratt  moved  to  rtconsider. 
Lost. 

Order  to  petition  for  the  right  to  take  the  wa- 
ters of  the  Shawshine  River  for  the  city  supply. 
Passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Greenough  moved  to 
reconsider.    Lost. 

Oraer  to  pay  to  H.  J.  Hayden  and  others  $6000 
for  a  parcel  of  land  on  the  corner  of  O  and  Fifth 
streets,  about  20,000  square  feet,  to  be  taken  for  a 
sehoolhouse  site.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  to  authorize  an  additional  expenditure 
of  $1300  In  keeping  the  harbor  free  from  ice. 
Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  7,  and  passed  in 
concurience. 

Report  and  order  to  transfer  from  the  appro- 
priation for  Pauper  Expenses  to  that  for  Alms- 
bouse,  Charlestown  District,  $2500.  Order  passed 
— yeas  58,  nays  0 -under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Referenceto  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc., 
of  the  proposal  of  John  Reardon  to  contract  for 
the  care  of  the  Common,  etc.,  with  instructions  to 
give  him  a  hearing;  and  non-concurrence  in  the 
action  of  the  Council  in  relation  to  said  proposal. 
Concurred. 

ELECTIONS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Reports  nominating  and  certificates  of  the  elec- 
tion of  city  officers  came  down,  and  were  acted 
upon  as  follows: 

City  Messenger,  Alvah  H.  Peters. 

Clerk  of  Committees,  William  H.  Lee. 

Assessors  of  Taxes,  Edward  F.  Robinson  and 
Joshua  S.  Duncklee. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  James  C. 
Tucker. 

Water  Registrar,  William  F.  Davis. 

City  Surveyor,  Thomas  W.  Davis. 

City  Engineer,  Henry  M.  Wightman. 

City  Architect,  George  A.  Clough. 

Superintendent  of  Streets,  Charles  Harris. 

City  Registrar,  Nicholas  A.  Apollonio. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers,   William  H.  Bradley. 

Superiuteudent  of  Common,  etc.,  William 
Doogue. 

The  reports  were  severally  accepted  io  concur- 
rence, the  certificates  were  placed  on  tile,  with 
the  further  action  as  given  below: 

City  Messenger.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lovell  of 
Ward  1,  the  rule  was  suspended  and  an  election 
ordered.  Committee,  Messrs.  Barry  of  Ward  16, 
Gove  of  Ward  1,  and  Matthews  of  Ward  21. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 60 

Necessary  to  a  choice 31 

Alvah  H.  l'eters  had 60 

Alvah  H.  Peters  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

Clerk  of  Committees.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Hilton 
of  Ward  5,  the  rule  was  suspended  and  an  elec- 
tion ordered.  Committee— Messrs.  Brimbecom  of 
Ward  18,  Daley  of  Ward  6,  Conlin  of  Ward  2. 

Whole  Dumber  of  ballots 43 

Necessary  for  a  choice 22 

William  H.  Lee  bad 43 

William  H.  Lee  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hosley  of  Ward  13,  the  rule 
was  suspended  and  elections  ordered  in  the  other 
cases  on  the  list  above. 

Astessors  of 'faxes.  Committee — Messrs.  Clapp 
of  Ward  14,  Kddy  of  Ward  24,  Murphy  of   Ward  3. 

Whole  n u mber  of  ballots 54 

Necessary  for  a  choice 28 

Edward  I'    KobiiiBon  had 61 

Joshua  S.  Duncklee  had 64 


Edward  P.  Robinson  and  Joshua  S.  Duncklee 
were  elected  in  concurrence. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings.  Commit- 
tee—Messrs Farwell  of  Ward  15,  McLaughlin  of 
Ward  7,  Quigley  of  Ward  2. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 57 

Necessary  for  a  choice 29 

James  0.  Tucker  had 57 

James  C.  Tucker  was  elected  in  concurrence. 
Water  Registrar.    Committee — Messrs  Fitzpat- 
rick  of  Ward  8,  Teevan    of   Ward    19,  Emery   of 
Ward  18. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 66 

Necessary  for  a  choice 29 

W  lliam  F.  Davis  had 56 

AVilliam  F.  Davis  was  elected  in  concurrence. 
City  Surveyor.    Committee — Messrs.    Clapp    of 
Ward  24,  Fisk  of  Ward  20,  Costello  of  vVard  22. 

Whole  number  of  ballets 52 

Necessary  for  a  choice 27 

Thomas  W.  Davis  had 51 

Scattering 1 

Thomas  W.  Davis  was  elected  in  concurrence. 
City  Engineer.    Committee— Messrs.  Bigelow  of 
Ward  25,  Beal  of  Ward  17,  Powers  of  AVard  13. 

Whole  r.  umber  of  ballots 58 

Necessary  to  a  choice 30 

Henry  M.  Wightman  had 56 

Michael  Doherty 1 

Patrick  Ni  rton 1 

Henry  M.  Wightman  was  elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

City  Architect.  Committee — Messrs.  Lovell  of 
Ward  1,  Gomez  of  Ward  13,  Ford  of  Ward  17. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 57 

Necessary  for  a  choice 29 

George  A.  Clough  Had 57 

George  A.  Clough  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

Superintendent  of  Streets.  Committee— Messrs. 
Child  of  Ward  17,  Morrison  of  Ward  1,  Boyle  of 
Ward  8 

Whole  number  of  ballots 55 

Necessary  for  a  choice 28 

Charles  Har ris  had 62 

Alvah  Peters  3  ,  Charles  Harrist  1,  Blank  1. 
Charles  Harris  was  elected  in  concurrence. 
City  Registrar.    Committee— Messrs.   Hrgar  of 
Ward  10,  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16,  Swan  of  Ward  24. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 62 

Necessary  for  a  choice 32 

Nicholas  A.  Apollonio  had 58 

Scattering ± 

Nicholas  A.  Apollonio  was  elected  in  concur- 
rence. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers.  Committee,  Messrs. 
Brown  of  Ward  23,  Cronin  of  Ward  12,  Hosley  of 
Ward  15. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 63 

Necessary  for  a  choice 32 

William  H.  Bradley  had 26 

Eliot  C.  Clarke  had 37 

And  1  ballot  of  2  names  not  counted. 
Mr.  Clarke   was   elected   in   non-concurrence. 
Sent  up. 

Superintendent  of  Common,  etc.  Committee- 
Messrs.  Devlin  of  AVard  13,  Pope  of  Ward  9,  Bart- 
lctt  of  AVard  15: 

Whole  number  of  ballots 60 

Necessary  for  choice 31 

AVilliam  Doogue  had 57 

Patrick  H.  Norton 1 

Patrick  Norton 1 

Blink 1 

JOINT    RULES    AND    ORDERS. 

The  joint  rules  and  orders  came  down  with  an 
amendment  by  adding  to  the  third  paragraph  of 
Section  20  the  words,  "but  the  officers  of  either 
branch  thereof,  the  clerk  of  committees  and  as- 
sistants are  exempt  from  this  provision." 

In  the  regular  order  the  matter  was  passed  over 
as  among  the  subjects  giving  rise  to  debate,  and 
was  considered  later  in  the  session. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  AVard  9—1  should  like  to 
move  an  amendment.  It  does  n't  seem  to  me  to 
be  just  as  this  Council  want  to  have  it.  There  is 
one  convenience  which  I  have  unfortunately  seen 
the  inconvenience  of,  and  I  shall  move  an  amend- 
ment to  section  20  as  it  now  stands,  by  striking 
out  all  after  the  word  "unless"  in  the  printed 
report,  as  amended  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
and  insert  "specially  authorized  to  do  so  by  vote 
of  such  board  or  committee." 

Mr.  Whitmore  thought  this  was  opening  the 
door  to  further  abuses.  If  the  committee  can  in- 
vite a  stranger  informally,  and  afterwards  ratify 
it  officially,  the  practice  will  undoubtedly  grow 
to  be  the  same  as  heretofore,  and  the  restriction 
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have  no  meaning.  The  proposed  new  system 
should  be  given  a  rair  trial  before  it  is  changed. 

Mr.  Greenougb  said  it  was  often  the  case  that 
a  sub-committee  is  out  on  business,  having  with 
them  a  city  ofiicer,  an  expert  or  attorney,  and  at 
noon  they  desire  to  sit  down  and  talk  matters 
over  at  dinner.  By  the  rule  they  must  have  a  re- 
corded vote  of  the  full  committee  to  do  that;  by 
the  amendment  such  action  can  be  ratified  and 
approved  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore  asked  for  a  ruling  on  the  ques- 
tion whether  such  part  of  the  rule  as  had  been 
agreed  10  by  both  branches  could  he  amended. 

The  President  ruled  that  it  could;  that  the 
Council  could  concur  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  the  Board  had  accepted  the 
change  the  Council  had  been  struggling  for;  but 
adopting  this  amendment  would  relinquish  all 
that  had  been  gained. 

Mr.  Greenough's  amendment  was  adopted,  and 
the  section  as  amended  was  adopted.    Sent  up. 

INVITATION  TO  ATTEND  POBLIC  MEETING    IN  RE- 
LATION TO  IRISH  AFFAIRS. 

Among  the  papeis  from  the  other  branch  was 
an  invitation  to  the  City  Council  to  attend  the 
public  meeting  to  be  held  in  Faneuil  Hall  on  Fri- 
day evemng  next,  to  express  American  opinion 
on  the  action  of  the  British  Government  in  rela- 
tion to  lush  affairs. 

In  the  regular  order  this  was  passed  over, 
giving  rise  to  debate,  and  was  considered 
later. 

The  question  was  upon  accepting  the  invitation 
in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  offered  the  following 
as  a  substitute  for  the  vote  of  the  other 
branch: 

Resolved,  That  as  individuals  the  members  of 
the  City  Council  express  their  thanks  to  the  hon- 
orable committee  for  the  courtesy  of  this  invita- 
tion; that  they  cordially  sympathize  with  the 
Irish  people  in  any  invasion  of  their  lights;  but 
that  as  representatives  of  the  city  of  Boston  they 
do  not  now  1  eel  justified  in  taking  a  step  where- 
by the  city  may  appear  to  express  an  opinion  on 
a  matter  which  is  foreign  to  it  as  a  municipality. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  hereof  be  sent  to  the 
committee  signing  this  invitation. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8—1  hope  the  amend- 
ment will  not  pass,  but  that  we  shall  concur.  We 
are  invited  to  be  present  as  spectators  only,  and 
I  do  nrt  think  it  is  a  matter  that  should  be  broken 
into  at  this  late  day.  If  we  refuse  to  concur,  the 
invitation  is  not  accepted.  The  resolution  will 
have  to  go  back  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for 
concurrence,  and  this  meeting  is  to  be  held  to- 
morrow night. 

Mr.  Wheeler — We  all  have  an  invitation  to  at- 
tend the  meeting  as  individuals.  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  attend  and  obtain  information  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  am  sorry  the  invitation  was  addressed  to 
us  as  members  of  the  City  Council,  because  I  do 
not  feel  justified  iu  accepting  the  invitation  as 
such.  This  maiter  is  really  foreign  to  us  as  a 
municipality.  We  are  attending  to  the  business 
of  a  corporation,  and  not  to  bind  the  city  to 
an  expression  of  opinion  on  this  subject.  I  do 
not  think  the  majority  of  the  citizens  would 
regard  it  as  proper  for  their  representatives 
to  do  so.  I  am  in  sympathy  with  any  movement 
tending  in  a  proper  way  to  secure  the  rights  of 
the  people  of  Ireland,  which  have  undoubtedly 
been  invaded  by  the  British  Government.  I  cer- 
tainly have  no  sympathy  with  that  Government 
in  many  steps  they  have  taken;  nor  can  we  very 
soon  forget  the  position  they  took  when  we  were 
attacked.  But  1  regard  this  as  matter  really 
fpieign  to  us  as  members  of  this  body,  and  I  do 
not  think  it  will  be  proper  to  accept  the  invita- 
tion. I  think  the  position  I  take  on  the  subject 
will  be  understood  by  all. 

Mr.  Mathews  of  Ward  21—1  hope  the  resolve 
will  prevail.  This  invitation  is  addressed  to  the 
City  Council.  If  we  accept  we  shall  accept  it  as 
an  official  body,  and  become  a  party  to  whatever 
action  that  meeting  may  take.  We  should  not  be 
there  as  an  official  of  the  City  Government,  either 
to  condemn  or  approve  the  policy  of  the  British 
Government.  It  is  a  matter  we  have  no  official 
interest  in— and,  in  fact,  it  is  none  of  our  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  Rogers  of  Ward  22—1  indorse  what  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  8  has  said.  I  hope  the 
Council  will  concur  in  accepting  the  invitation. 
I  should  like  to  see  the  City  Government  of  Bos- 
ton all  attend. 
Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10—1  hope  the  amendment  will 


pass,  not  because  I  am  without  sympathy  with 
the  Irish  in  the  struggle  which  they  are  going 
through.  As  an  individual,  I  am  luliy  persuaded 
that  the  land  system  of  Ireland  contains  most 
grievous  abuses,  believe  it  ought  to  be  reformed 
thoroughly  and  radically,  and  hope  to  see  that 
reform  carried  into  effect.  My  objection  is  based 
on  an  entirely  different  consideration.  Great 
Britain  is  a  Government  with  which  this  country 
is  at  peace.  It  is  engaged  in  a  contest  within  its 
own  borders  upon  a  question  of  domestic 
economy.  Being  at  peace  with  us  it  is  highly  im- 
proper for  us  to  take  any  official  action  In  any  way 
relating  to  this  matter.  Of  course  this  country 
is  not  fully  known  to  the  English  people.  They 
look  at  us  from  a  distance;  they  know  the  names 
of  our  principal  cities,  New  York,  Boston, 
Chicago,  etc.,  but  I  take  it  a  good  many  English- 
men do  not  kno.v  whether  Boston  is  one  or  five 
hundred  miles  ficm  Chicago,  and  if  this  invita- 
tion is  accepted,  it  will  not  be  many  days  before 
they  know  that  the  city  of  Boston  has  been  tak- 
ing sides  upon  this  question,  which  is  one  upon 
which  we  should  maintain  entire  neutrality. 
Slight  circumstances  have  caused  long  and  ex- 
pensive wars.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  a  war  would 
result  Iroin  the  acceptance  of  this  invitation,  but 
a  great  deal  of  bitterness  may  be  engendered.  I 
would  also  Call  attention  to  the  form  of  this  peti- 
tion. It  is  not  purely  an  invitation  to  bepresent,but 
it  is  an  invitation  to  attend  as  "evidence  of  your 
sympathy  with  a  people  struggling  in  their  own 
homes  and  country  for  the  right  to  life  and  self- 
government."  We  shall  accept  it  not  merely  as 
an  invitation  to  be  present,  but  as  an  evidence  of 
something.  I  think  it  would  be  highly  improper 
to  give  an  evidence  of  any  opinion  on  this  sub- 
ject, in  view  of  the  fact  that  we  are  at  peace  with 
Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  hope  the  resolu- 
tion will  not  pass.  The  gentleman  says  that  we 
shall  accept  it  as  individual  members.  The  invita- 
tion wa*  sent  to  the  members  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment. In  my  experience  here  we  have  had  invi- 
tations to  go' to  many  places.  We  had  an  invitation 
to  take  part  in  the  Decoration  Day  exercises  a 
short  time  ago,  and  the  gentleman  "might  as  well 
have  objected  to  accepting  that  invitation.  But 
we  are  to  sympathize  in  this  matter,  he  says,  and 
therefore  it  should  not  be  accepted.  I  think  we 
do  sympathize  with  those  people  in  the  position 
in  which  they  are,  and  I  hope'the  invitation  will 
be  received.  I  don't  think  we  will  be  asked  to  go 
up  there  and  make  any  demonstration.  It  has 
passed  the  board  of  Aldermen  without  any  voice 
against  i',  and  this  meeting  is  tomorrow  night.  I 
therefore  move  that  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man Iroin  Ward  10  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  President— That  motion  is  not  in  order  at 
this  time. 

Mr.  Whitmore — It  seems  to  me  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  has  made  rather  a  grave  mistake  in 
offering  the  resolution,  because  he  is  giving  a 
wrong  impression  of  the  action  which  the  City 
Council  are  asked  to  take.  As  I  understand  it, 
we  are  not  asked  as  a  coi  porate  body  to  pass  res- 
olutions expressing  our  opinions.  It  is  not  as  if 
a  member  had  introduced  a  resolution  upon 
which  we  were  called  to  express  an  opinion.  But 
we  are  extended  an  invitation  very  much  the 
same  as  upon  other  matters,  and  so  far  as 
it  is  concerned  the  least  talk  we  have  the 
better  it  would  be.  The  managers  of  the 
meeting  are  well  known  to  members  of  this  body, 
and  by  accepting  the  invitation  I  apprehend  we 
are  not  any  more  likely  to  have  the  city  bom- 
barded than  if  we  should  accept  an  invitation  to 
be  present  at  a  meeting  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Corn  Exchange.  It  seems  to  me  the  gentleman 
has  made  a  mistake  in  trying  to  stretch  this  iuvi- 
tation  and  give  it  a  meaning  it  was  never  intend- 
ed to  have.  Within  the  last  two  or  three  days  I 
have  been  reading  the  history  of  Ireland  about 
the  period  of  1846  and  I  must  say  I  was  astonished 
to  see  what  strong  and  enthusiastic  votes  were 
passed  by  the  city  of  Boston  and  by  the  United 
States  at  that  time  and  sent  over  to  Ireland.  In 
the  face  of  that  precedent  I  would  be  willing  to 
vote  for  such  a  mild  vote  as  this  one  which  comes 
to  us  from  the  other  branch.  1  can  assure  the 
gentleman  that  if  there  is  any  truth  in  history, 
this  does  not  begin  to  be  so  strong  as  the  votes 
passed  by  the  city  in  1846,  and  is  not  half  so 
strong  as,  in  my  opinion,  we  shall  pass  within  the 
next  two  or  three  years.  I  hope  no  attempt  will 
be  made  to  put  off  this  matter.  I  think  the  Brit- 
ish lion  will  not  be  roused  if  we  accept  the  invita- 
tion in  the  spirit  which  it  is  intended  to  express. 
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It  is  easier  to  do  the  wise  tiling,  and  the  less  talk 
we  have  about  it  the  better. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17— This  invitation  is  rather 
extraordinary.  The  City  Council  is  invited  to  at- 
tend a  public  meeting  of  citizens  in  Faneuil  Hall. 
I  cannot  remember  any  occasion  when  the  City 
Council  has  been  invited  to  attend  a  public  meet- 
ing of  citizens.  They  may  have  been  invited  to 
meetings  of  the  Corn  Exchange,  and  the  police 
or  firemen's  ball;  but  meetings  of  citizens  in  Fan- 
euil Hall  are  not  the  class  of  meetings  to  which  it 
is  customary  to  invite  the  City  Council,  accord- 
ing to  my  idea.  I  hope  the  resolution  will  be 
passed. 

Mr.  McLaughlin  of  Ward  7—1  do  not  think  it 
would  be  jeopardizing  the  interests  of  this  corpo- 
ration or  bodv  if  we  should  attend  the  meeting  in 
Faneuil  Hall 'in  a  body.  We  have  received  only 
an  invitation  to  attend  a  public  meeting  held  to 
express  American  opinion  upon  Irish  affairs.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  has  said  we  will  be  there 
as  evidence  of  abuses  practised  by  England.  I 
claim  to  have  a  different  opinion.  I  think  we 
will  be  there  only  a,*  witnesses  of  the  abuses  as 
pictured  by  tb.9  men  who  will  address  that  meet- 
ing. It  seems  to  me  the  citizens  of  this  country 
should  have  that  love  for  freedom  that  would 
prompt  them  to  agitate, or  listen  to  any  agitation, 
in  regard  to  the  rights  and  abuses  practised  by 
one  nation  on  its  colonies.  It  seems  to  me 
that  whenever  a  meeting  of  this  kind  is  to  be 
called  where  meetings  expressing  the  opinions  of 
one  nation  concerning  another,  have  been  held 
before,— agitation  in  its  various  forms,  slavery 
for  instance,  has  been  rigidly  portrayed  by  the 
men  who  have  addressed  the  assemblages.  I 
think  this  Council  should  attend  that  meeting  in 
a  body;  not  as  evidences,  but  as  witnesses  of  the 
abuses  that  are  to  be  portrayed  there.  I  do  not 
think  it  will  be  jeopardizing  the  interests  of  the 
City  Council.  We  are  not  asked  to  go  there  and 
say  anything  that  should  be  done,  but  simply  to 
go  in  a  body  as  the  City  Council.  It  seems  to  me 
that  where  the  head  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment has  given  to  this  and  other  countries  their 
feelings  in  regard  to  the  cause  of  Ireland,  and 
whereas  other  States  in  the  Union  have  already 
by  their  actions  shown  that  they  are  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  Irish  people,  if  it  is  proven  tnat 
they  are  oppressed,  it  seems  to  me  we  could  not 
be  doing  a  wrong  thing  if  we  accept  the  invita- 
tion as  given  by  the  gentlemen  who  have  signed 
it.  These  gentlemen  are  all  known  to  be  honest, 
upright  citizens  of  Boston.  I  do  not  think  any- 
thing coming  from  them  would  be  Injurious  to 
any  action  we  shall  take  here  tonight. 

Mr.  Costello  of  Ward  22 — I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  beneath  the  dignity  of  this  Council  to  accept 
that  invitation.  We  are  not  called  upon  to  pass 
resolutions,  and  if  we  were  we  find  that  prece- 
dents have  already  been  established.  The  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Maine  has  passed  resolu- 
tions in  sympathy  with  the  cause,  as  has  also  the 
National  Government,  and  several  States  and 
cities.    I  trust  the  invitation  will  be  accepted. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— If  the  action  of  this 
Council  is  favorable  to  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10,  I  should  be  very  sorry  to 
have  it  construed  to  mean  that  we  consider  it 
beneath  our  dignity  to  accept  the  invitation,  as 
alleged  by  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat.  Certainly  there  is  nothing  of  that  in  the 
minds  of  those'  whe  support  the  resolution.  It  is 
not  necessary  for  any  of  us  to  express  an  opinion 
upon  this  matter,  but  I  certainly  sympathize  with 
what  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
10  in  sympathy  with  the  struggles  of  the  Irish 
io  accomplish  some  modification  of  what 
is  certainly  an  iniquitous  system  of  land  owner- 
ship. I  trust  they  will  be  successful  in  some 
things  they  have  attempted;  but  as  for  other 
things,  I  do  not  know  that  my  information 
is  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  express  an 
opinion.  Probably  if  I  were  as  familiar 
with  the  sufferings  of  the  Irish  people  as  some 
gentlemen  are,  I  should  be  more  in  sympathy 
with  them.  But  this  i-i  not  a  position  which  the 
city  of  Boston  should  take.  We  are  invited  there 
as  representatives  of  a  corporation  well  known 
throughout  the  world  for  its  love  of  freedom,  and 
the  invitation  is  for  us  to  be  there  as  an  evidence 
of  our  sympathies.  I  sympathize  with  them  as  a 
private  citizen,  but  consider  it  improper  that  the 
city  should  take  any  corporate  action  expressing 
our  opinion  upon  a  matter  which  is  none  of  our 
business  officially,  and  upon  which  many  of  us  as 
individuals  are  not  thoroughly  informed.  We  all 
know    the    bitteruesj    caused     by    the    action 


of  the  corporations  in  England  at  the 
time  we  were  attempting  to  quell  our 
own  internal  diffiulties.  The  city  of  Liver- 
pool and  other  municipalities  acted  in 
a  way  which  we  cannot  forget.  It  is  certainly 
with  no  love  for  the  English  people  that  I  am  ex- 
pressing this  opinion,  for  they  deserve  no  sympa- 
thy from  us  in  any  attempt  to  settle  their  difficul- 
ties. They  can  fight  their  own  battles  for  all  I 
care.  But  it  is  not  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  take 
any  such  action  in  its  corporate  capacity  as  cer- 
tain parties  may  desire  to  entrap  the  people  into. 
I  withdraw  the  work  entrap,  and  say  which  they 
desire  us  to  take.  I  certainly  feel  very  strong 
sympathy  with  the  Irish  people  in  a  large  portion 
of  their  endeavors.  I  hope  the  resolution  will  be 
adopted,  for  by  it  we  shall  express  our  feeling  as 
individuals,  while  at  the  same  time  saying  that  it 
is  none  of  our  business  officially. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21— It  is  unfortunate  that 
so  much  discussion  should  arise  upon  an  invita- 
tion which  it  might  be  so  easy  to  accept  without 
any  comment  at  all  if  it  were  not  drawn  in  the 
terras  it  is.  I  noticed  the  language  of  the  invita- 
tion to  be  to  the  City  Council  to  attend  a  public 
meeting  of  citizens  to  express  American  opinion 
on  the  action  of  the  British  Government  in  rela- 
tion to  Irish  affairs,  and  it  concludes  with  an  in- 
vitation to  attend  "as  an  evidence  of  your  sympa 
thy  witb  a  people  struggling  in  their  own  homes 
and  country  for  the  right  to  life  and  self-govern- 
ment." 1  take  it  that  every  member  sympathizes 
with  any  people  struggling  for  the  right  to  life 
and  liberty,  and  that  this  City  Council  has  a 
large  degree  of  sympathy  for  the  Irish  people. 
But  as  they  are  called  upon  to  attend  as  an 
evidence  not  only  of  sympathy  but  to  express 
their  opinion  upon  the  action  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, I  do  not  wonder  that  in  the  minds  of 
some  a  question  has  arisen  as  to  the  propriety  of 
accepting  the  invitation.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  invitation  can  be  accepted  without  express- 
ing any  opioion,  and  remove  all  question  as  to 
the  propriety  of  doing  so.  In  order  to  obviate 
this  difficulty  1  offer  the  following  as  a  substitute 
for  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Wheeler: 

Resolved,  That  the  Common  Council  concurs  in 
the  acceptance  of  this  invitation  without  a.ny  ex- 
pression of  opinion  by  this  body  in  relation  to  any 
unconstitutionality  of  the  action  of  the  British 
Government  or  its  officers. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8— The  only  objection 
I  have  to  that  substitute  is  it  will  be  necessary 
for  it  to  go  back  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for 
concurrence.  The  meeting  is  to  be  held  tomor- 
row night,  and  I  think  the  best  thing  we  can  do 
is  to  concur  in  the  original  vote. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13—1  hope  neither  of  the 
amendments  will  prevail.  I  would  prefer  to  see 
the  matter  non-concurred  in  tonight  than  to  ac- 
cept the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  fiom  Ward 
21.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  10  spoke  of  some 
city  governments  of  England  expressing  their 
opinion  in  regard  to  our  civil  war.  I  don't  believe 
in  standing  in  this  Council  and  making  a  state- 
ment without  making  it  goori.  Expressions  of 
opinion  much  stronger  than  this  in  favor  of  the 
Southern  Confederacy  were  adopted  by  European 
bodies  similar  to  this.  I  can  see  no  reason  why 
this  should  be  defeated.  It  was  an  invitation  to 
the  City  Council,  and  I  must  say  these  technical 
points  are  easily  got  over.  At  the  last  meeting 
the  question  was  raised  as  to  the  legality  of  vot- 
ing $200  for  each  Grand  Army  post,  but  we  passed 
it  very  easily.  I  think  there  has  been  a  great 
deal  of  bunkum  here  tonight.  I  will  not  accept 
any  amendment  tonight,  and  want  a  square  vote, 
either  yes  or  no,  on  this  invitation. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— I  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man who  has  last  spoken.  The  question  should 
be  yes  or  no.  I  don't  believe  in  the  qualitication 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21,  lor  the 
reason  that  the  City  Council  will  have  accepted 
the  invitation,  although  one  branch  add  a  qualifi- 
cation. I  hope  it  will  not  be  accepted.  It  has 
been  said  that  other  cities  have  passed  resolu- 
tions with  respect  to  foreign  policy.  I  never  be- 
lieved that  one  wrong  made  another  wrong  right. 
If  the  city  of  Boston  passed  resolutions  in  1840  in 
regard  to  foreign  affairs  I  believe  it  was  wrong. 
I  believe  it  was  wrong  for  foreign  cities  to  do  the 
same  thing  during  our  war.  Precedents  should 
not  be  followed  unless  they  are  good  ones.  I  don't 
believe  a  city,  in  its  corporate  capacity,  should 
express  an  opinion  upon  a  question  of  foreign 
policy.  This  invitation  is  a  totally  different  one 
from  that  to  attend  the  Grand  Army  sere  ices. 

Mr.  Pratt's  amendment  was  rejected. 
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Mr.  Wheeler's  substitute  was  adopted  by  a  call 
of  the  roll  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bartlett,  Beal.Brinibecom.Brown, 
Child,  H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Conliu, Dudley,  Eddy, 
Emery,  Farwell,  Ford,  Freeman,  Gove,  Green- 
ougn,  H.igar,  Harding,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Huntress, 
Lovell,  Mathews,  N.  M.  Morrison.  P.  Morrison, 
Parkinan,  Smith,  Swan,  Wakefield,  "Wharton, 
"Wheeler,  Williams— 32. 

Nays— Messrs.  Barry.Boyle, Connell.Costello, Cot- 
ton, Cronin,  Daly,  Denney,  Devlin,  J.  Doherty,  C. 
F.  Doherty,  Fitzpatrick,  Gomez,  McCormick, 
J.  A.  McLaughlin,  p.  J.  McLaughlin,  McNamara, 
Murphy,  Pope,  Powers,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Ros- 
nosky,  Teevan,  "Walsh,  "Welch,  "Whitmore— 27. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Mess :s.  Bigelow,  Bowker, 
Dana,  Fisk,  Hart,  Lauten,  Magulre.  Means,  Mul- 
lett,  Pratt,  Pray,  "Viles— 1'2. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Devliu  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered  on  the  adoption  ot  the  main  ques- 
tion as  amended,  and  it  was  adopted: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bartlett,  lieal,  Bigelow,  Brimbe- 
com.  Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Dud- 
ley, Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell,  Ford,  Freeman,  Gove, 
Greenough,  Hagar,  Harding,  Hilton,  Hosley, 
Lovell,  Mathews,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P.  Morrison, 
Parkman,  Smith,  Swan,  Wakefield,  Wharton, 
Wheeler,  Williams— 31. 

Nays — Messrs.  Barry,  Boyle,  Conlin,  Connell, 
Costello,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Daly,  Devlin,  Denney, 
C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Fitzpatrick,  Gomez, 
McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Mur- 
phy, Pope,  Powers,  Pratt,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Ros- 
Iiosky,  Teevan,Walsh,  Welch,  Whitmore— 28. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Bowker,  Dana, 
Fisk,  Hart,  Huntress,  Lauten,  Maguire,  P.  J.  Mc- 
Laughlin, Means,  Mullett,  Pray,Viles — 12. 

Mr.  Huntress  of  Ward  11  was  excused  from 
voting,  having  paired  with  Mr.  McLaughlin  of 
Ward  7,  the  latter  having  to  leave. 

.    ELEVATED  RAILROADS  AND  RAPID  TRANSIT. 

Among  the  papers  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
was  an  order  requesting  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Matters  to  oppose  the  granting  of  a  char- 
ter for  any  elevated  or  rapid-transit  railroad  in 
this  city. 

In  the  regular  order  of  business  the  order  was 
passed  over  as  among  debatable  matters,  and 
was  considered  later  in  the  session. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  move  the  indefi- 
nite postponement  of  the  order.  The  Council 
ought  not  to  be  called  upon  to  instruct  its  com- 
mittee on  this  subject,  because  it  is  a  matter 
about  which  we  know  nothing  officially.  The 
Board  of  Aldermen  possess  all  powers  in  regard 
to  street  railroads  and  the  question  of  transit,  and 
have  held  them  most  carefully  and  persistently. 
After  a  street  is  laid  out  they  have  everything 
to  do  with  it— sewers,  sidewalks,  lamps  and  the 
care  of  the  street.  To  me  it  seems  unnecessary 
and  unwise  for  the  Common  Council  to  take  any 
part  in  a  fight  going  on  between  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  any  individuals  before  the  Legis- 
lature. So  far  as  we  have  any  knowledge  of  the 
subject  as  individuals,  I  think  the  Council  will 
hesitate  before  they  pronounce  in  this  matter 
without  any  further  information.  The  order  is 
broad;  it  opposes  the  granting  of  any  charter  for 
any  elevated  or  rapid-transit  railroad.  I  don't 
know  what  other  members  have  seen,  but  i  have 
seen  a  model  of  a  rapid-transit  road  which  is  less 
of  a  nuisance  than  the  present  horse  railroads. 
Other  member^  may  have  a  different  opinion,  and 
I  think  it  is  preposterous  for  us  to  express 
an  opinion  upon  a  question  upon  which  we 
have  no  official  information.  We  all  remember 
the  opposition  to  the  introduction  of  horse  rail- 
roads in  the  city,  and  I  think  we  will  all  say  that 
it  is  not  probable  that  invention  iu  that  direction 
has  ceased  to  progress.  We  know  as  much  about 
elevated  railroads  officially  as  we  do  kuow  about 
the  convocation  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  I  read 
a  communication  iu  the  Transcript  this  evening 
highly  favorable  to  the  elevated  railroad  project 
in  some  form.  The  horse  railroads  opposed  it, 
but  the  public  are  not  unanimous.  We  have  ex- 
pended large  sums  of  money  to  give  people  easy 
access  from  one  part  of  the  city  to  another.  We 
are  constantly  legislating  in  the  interest  of  rapid 
transit.  We  are  considering  the  propriety  of  a 
large  bridge  to  Charlestown  for  that  pui- 
pose.  Free  ferries  to  East  Boston  have  been 
asked  with  that  view.  This  order  is  in  the 
interest  of  the  present  monopoly,  and  I  do  not 
use  the  word  in  an  offensive  sense;  but  it  is  well 
known  that   the   horse   railroads   are   lucrative 


monopolies.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  not  well  to  in- 
struct our  committee  upon  this  question. 

Mr.  Swan  of  Ward  24—1  hope  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  prevail.  This  is  a 
matter  in  which  I  take  a  great  interest — being 
from  one  of  the  outlying  wards  of  the  city.  The 
people  of  Ward  24  naturally  feel  great  interest  in 
the  question  of  rapid  transit,  and  it  seems  to  me 
for  the  City  Council  to  instruct  its  Legislative 
Committee  to  appear  before  the  Legis- 
lature and  oppose  any  and  all  schemes 
for  rapid  transit,  or  elevated  railroads,  is 
something  which  ought  not  to  be  done. 
If  we  are  going  to  oppose  anything  we  should 
oppose  some  definite  scheme.  But  this  idea  of 
passing  an  order  to  oppose  any  and  all  rapid 
transit  schemes  which  may  be  proposed  is  too 
sweeping.  I  hope  the  motion  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone will  prevail. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  AVard  11— The  whole  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  AVard  12  seems  to  have 
been  directed  towaid  that  part  of  the  order  re- 
lating to  rapid  transit.  If  we  c  uld  remove  the 
gentlem  in's  objections  by  striking  out  the  words 
'•or  rapid  transit"  I  think  it  would  obviate  the 
difficulty.  I  would  also  propose  to  amend  that 
order  by  changing  the  words  "be  requested"  to 
"be  instructeJ." 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— I  hope  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  will  prevail. 
This  is  a  matter  upon  which  the  City  Council  is 
competent  to  express  an  opinion.  The  Alderman 
who  offered  the  order  is  one  of  the  Committee  on 
Streets,  and  appreciates  the  difficulties  that 
would  ensue  from  the  introduction  of  the  ele- 
vated railroad  system.  The  only  difference  be- 
tween the  elevated  roads  and  the  rapid-transit 
scheme  is  that  one  goes  upon  two  rails  and  the 
other  upon  one.  1  think  I'voice  the  sentiment  of 
the  city  of  Boston  in  saying  we  do  not  want  any- 
thing of  this  kind  iu  the  streets  of  our  city. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  amendment  will  not 
prevail.  It  would  probably  have  the  effect  to  de- 
stroy one  of  the  most  promising  experiments  ever 
offered.  If  we  are  to  take  any  such  action  as  is 
proposed  by  the  order  we  should  first  appoint  a 
special  committee  to  investigate  the  subject.  The 
Board  of  Aldermen  can  petition  the  Legislature 
as  Surveyors  of  Highway,  or  in  any  other  ca- 
pacity in  which  they  figure,  and  can  send  the  City 
Solicitor  there  to  express  their  views.  What  I 
object  to  is  that  this  is  an  attempt  to  make  the 
Common  Council  express'  an  opinion  upon  a  mat- 
ter with  which  they  have  nothiDg  to  do,  and  upon 
which  they  have  no  official  information.  The 
Board  of  Aldermen  understand  the  subject,  them- 
selves, and  ought  to  have  contented  thcriselves 
with  petitioning  as  a  Board  of  Aldermen  or  Sur- 
veyors of  Highway. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— The  city  has  been  offi- 
cially notified  by  the  various  petitioners  for  char- 
ters for  elevated  railroads.  We  are  as  much  au- 
thorized to  notice  them  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
are,  and  to  take  proper  action  upon  them. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  -1  will  repeat  the  views 
stated  some  months  ago.  I  am  too  young  and  too 
fresh  to  believe  that  all  the  powers'of  protecting 
the  rights  of  the  city  are  vested  and  concentrated 
in  the  City  Council.  1  think  it  is  proper  to  take 
the  action  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
AVard  12,  but  for  a  higher  reason  than  he  has  yet 
touched  upon.  AVe  should  attend  strictly  to  our 
business,  and  if  we  do  that  we  will  prove  faithful 
members  of  the  City  Government.  It  is  not  a 
part  of  our  business  to  attend  to  general 
legislation  at  the  State  House.  Tue  citi- 
zens of  Boston  elect  forty-eight  members  to 
the  House  and  seven  senators  to  look  after 
the  rights  of  the  city  at  the  State 
House.  They  are  from  among  the  best 
— they  are  the  elect.  It  is  not  to  be  sup- 
posed that  eighty-four  men  can  carry  the  whole 
world  on  their  shoulders,  or  even  the  entire  city 
of  Boston,  in  all  its  varied  interests.  They  ought 
to  be  content  to  divide  with  the  Legislature"  in 
that  respect.  I  think  we  have  no  right  to  spend 
money  for  counsel  at  the  State  House  to  oppose 
things  which  our  citizens  are  not  only  in  favor 
of,  but  are  actually  asking  for.  I  think  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  matter  is  all  wrong,  and  hope  the  or- 
der will  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  W'harton  of  Ward  11— I  have  listened  with 
much  interest  to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  but  I  must  confess  I  do  not  know 
what  he  means  by  saying  we  must  be  officially 
informed.  If  he  means  auything  I  think  he  has 
been  sufficiently  answeredbv  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9.    It  is  true  we  have  no  power  in  this  mat- 
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ter  and  can  only  express  our  opinion, but  we  know 
whether  we  want  elevated  railroads  in  Boston  or 
not,  and  are  able  to  make  up  our  minds  from 
what  we  have  seen  and  heard.  I  do  not  see  how 
anything  could  affect  the  citizens  of  Boston  more 
than  an  elevated  railroad;  nor  can  I  see  how  the 
abstract  principles  he  lays  down  apply  at 
all  to  this  question.  The  scheme  of  a 
rapid-  transit  road  that  he  suggests  comes 
within  the  definition  of  an  elevated  rail- 
road. Notwithstanding  his  somewhat  lengthy 
and  ingenious  argument,  why  should  we  not 
stand  up  here  and  express  our  opinion  whether 
or  not  we  favor  elevated  railroads  in  the  city?  I 
am  perfectly  willing  to  declare  myself  against 
them;  and  as  a  step  to  oppose  such  a  scheme  to 
send  our  Legislative  Committee  up  to  the  State 
House. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  will  ask  the  gentleman  if  he 
has  examined  the  plan  of  a  rapid-transit  railroad 
invented  bv  Mr.  Meigs? 

Mr.  Wtarton— 1  have  read  about  it  and  exam- 
ined it  a  little.  I  cannot  see  any  material  differ- 
ence between  it  and  any  other  elevated  railroad. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  gentleman's  answer  shows 
that  be  is  not  in  a  po-ition  to  vote  intelligently  on 
this  subject.  If  we  should  have  a  committee  ap- 
pointed f  would  be  glad  to  see  him  upon  it,  and 
discuss  all  the  plans  before  the  Legislature. 
There  is  as  much  difference  between  the  original 
elevated  railroads  and  the  present  method,  as 
there  is  between  horse  railroads  and  elevated 
ruads.  The  scheme  I  refer  to  is  entirely  different 
from  anything  else  in  use.  I  simply  oppose  going 
up  there  and  opposing  any  and  all  schemes  for 
rapid  transit. 

Mr.  Wharton— I  did  not  say  or  intend  to  be  un- 
derstood as  desiring  to  oppose  every  scheme  for 
rapid  transit,  but  1  am  willing  to  instruct  the  com- 
mittee to  oppose  elevated  railroads.  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  to  acknowledge  that  I  don't  know 
a  great  deal  about  the  different  kinds  of  elevat- 
ed railroads,  and  I  don't  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  has  shown  that  he  knows  much 
more  than  I  do,  but  f  am  opposed  to  elevated 
railroads  as  we  understand  them. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— I  hope  the  amend- 
ment will  not  prevail,  and,  also,  that  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  not  prevail. 
Although  we  a  e  not  able  to  take  definite  action, 
yet  we  are  perfectly  able  to  express  our  opinion 
as  to  desirability  of  elevated  railroads  in  our 
streets,  and  we  are  able  to  do  that  more  truly 
than  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  as  we  come  from  the 
different  sections  of  the  ciiy.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  21  surprises  me  by  saying  we  are  not 
here  to  look  after  the  general  interests  of  the  citi- 
zens in  such  matters.  It  seems  to  me  we  are  de- 
cidedly. The  city  has  been  officially  noti- 
fied that  th'.s  action  is  to  take  place, 
that  these  propositions  have  been  pre- 
sented at  the  State  House,  and  I  think  we  ought 
to  consider  them  and  express  our  opinion.  One 
of  the  strangest  parts  of  this  is  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  seems  to  favor  a  plan  of  ele- 
vated railroad  which  is  entirely  in  an  experi- 
mental stage.  As  1  understand  him,  he  has  not 
seen  one  in  actual  working  auywhere.  It  is  very 
proper  for  this  Council  to  do  its  best  to  ntevent 
the  streets  of  Boston  from  being  turned  into  a 
place  for  experiments  with  elevated  railroads. 

Mr.  Wharton's  amendments  were  both  lost. 
The   order   was    indefinitely    postponed.      Mr. 
Whitmore    moved  a  reconsideration,    hoping   it 
would  not  pie  vail.    Lost. 

CONDITION  OF  COCHITUATE   WAIEB. 

Mr.  Greenough  submitted  the  following,  which 
was  sent  up: 

City  or  Boston,  City  Hall,  ) 
Boston  Water  Board  Offiue,        S 

m      t  Feb.  10, 1881.     ) 

To  the  City  Council— The  Boston  Water  Board, 
havirg  been  requested,  by  an  order  approved 
Jan.  2G,  1881,  to  report  "on  the  cause  and  preven- 
tion of  the  impurity  in  the  water  supplied  to  the 
city,"  would  respectfully  report  that,  at  the 
time  of  the  passage  of  the  order  by  the  City 
Council  the  city  was  supplied  with  water  from 
both  the  Sudbury  and  Coehituate  sources,  in  the 
proportion  of  about  one-third  Coehituate  to  two- 
thirds  Sudbury.  The  board  having  become 
satisfied  that  the  peculiar  taste  to  tne  water, 
known  commonly  as  the  "cucumber"  taste,  was 
due  to  the  Coehituate  water,  caused  this  source 
to  be  shut  off  from  the  supply,  and  since  then  the 
water  has  much  improved  In  taste  if  not  in  color. 

Although  the  board  have  taken  every  means  in 


their  power  toascircain  the  cause  ol  the  "cu- 
cumber" taste,  they  have  arrived  at  no  result. 
Chemical  analysis  throws  no  more  light  on  the 
subject  now  than  it  did  in  1876,  when  the  same 
trouble  visited  the  water.  At  that  time  extended 
examinations  and  experiments  were  made  and  a 
detailed  report  made  to  the  Council.  The  recent 
analyses  and  examinations  made  by  experts 
throw  no  more  light  on  the  subject  than  they  did 
then. 

While  the  water  seems  to  be  perfectly  clear, 
and,  so  far  as  tbe  board  can  say,  perfectly  whole- 
some, the  disagreeable  taste  permeates  a  large 
body  of  water  in  a  short  time  and  in  a  mysterious 
manner. 

The  report  of  Professor  Nichols  of  Feb.  3,  1881, 
containing  the  analyses,  is  submitted  herewith. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Boston  Water  Board, 
By  Leonard  R.  Cutter,  Chairman. 

Mass.  Institute  of  Technology,  I 
Boston,  Feb.  3, 1881.         J 

To  the  Water  Board  of  the  City  of  Boston:  Gen- 
tlemen—The accompanying  table  contains  the 
results  of  the  examination  of  three  samples  of 
"■ater,  two  of  which  were  furnished  me  by  Mr. 
Fitzgerald,  and  one  of  which  was  drawn  in  my 
laboratory  on  Feb.  1. 

The  water  received  in  the  city  at  the  nresent 
time  is  entirely  from  the  Sudbury  River,  "it  has 
a  marked  yellowish  brown  color  and  a  decidedly 
"pondy"  taste.  The  water  is  more  strongly  col- 
ored and  contains  a  larger  amount  of  dissolved 
matter  than  usual,  and  is  about  the  same  in 
character  as  that  received  in  the  city  about  a 
year  ago  when,  for  a  short  time,  the  water 
came  directly  from  the  Sudbury  sources.  The 
water  is  somewhat  objectionable  in  appear- 
ance, owing  to  its  marked  color;  it  is 
also  not  altogether  palatable,  but  I  do  not 
think  it  can  be  called  unwholesome.  It  is  a  soft 
surface  water,  rather  highly  charged  with  vege- 
table matter,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  many  per- 
sons who  are  accustomed  to  hard  surface  waters 
or  to  well  water  would  suffer  some  derangement 
of  the  digestive  organs  if  they  should  begin  to 
drink  freely  of  this  water.  Probably  also  some 
sick  persons  might  be  affected  by  it;  but  I  believe 
that,  as  far  as  a  person  in  average  health  is  con- 
cerned, the  water  is  wholesome. 

As  to  the  so-called  "cucumber"  taste  which,  un- 
til within  a  few  days,  has  been  noticed  over  the 
greater  part  of  the  city,  there  is  little  that  1  can 
say  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  said  in  a 
report  by  Dr.  Fallow,  Mr.  Edward  Burgess  and 
myself,  presented  in  April,  1876.  Although  since 
that  date  I  have  visited  other  water  supplies  and 
made  a  number  of  experimental  and  other  ob- 
servations, I  have  been  unable  to  satisfy  my- 
self as  to  the  cause  of  the  trouble.  Whether  it 
is  due  to  a  peculiar  decomposition  of  the  dead  or- 
ganic matter  in  the  water,  or  wheiher  some  living 
organism  is  concerned  in  its  formation,  is  not 
known.  As  far  as  my  information  goes,  there  is 
no  evidence  to  show  that  a  water  possessing  this 
peculiar  taste  is  less  wholesome  than  the  "same 
water  when  free  from  the  taste. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Wm.  Ripley  Nichols. 
Examination  of  Boston   Water. 
[Results    expressed   in   parts    in  100,1000 
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Analytical  Note.  The  so  called  "organic  and 
volatile  matter"  (which  is  really  the  loss  which  the 
residue  of  evaporation  suffers  when  heated  to  a 
low  red-heat)  is  not  a  very  exact  determination, 
and  the  differences  in  the  case  of  these  three  wa- 
ters are  no  greater  than  might  be  obtained  with 
different  samples  of  the  same  water.  The  three 
samples  are  practically  alike. 
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PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

By  Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21— retition  of  Betsey  J. 
Pope,  for  change  of  restrictions  on  land  to  condi- 
tions, Referred  to  the  Joint  C.mimittee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands.    Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— Petition  of  Michael 
Fitzgibbon  for  compensation  for  injuries  received 
on  Princeton  street,  East  Boston.  Referred  to 
Joint  Commictee  on  Claims. 

PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Common  and  Public  Grounds  (City  Doc.  23)  was 
received  and  sent  up. 

During  the  past  year  much  new  and  extra  work 
has  been  done  within  the  appropriation.  Certain 
parties  have  complained  that  in  past  years  the 
flowers  and  ornamental  plants  were  chiefly  plant- 
ed in  the  Public  Garden,  to  the  neglect  ot  out- 
lying squares.  To  remedy  any  complaint  of  this 
nature,  1  have  wholly  lemodelled  many  of  the 
parks  and  squares,  and  have  laid  out  and  planted 
during  the  past  season  over  120  flower-beds  in  the 
different  outlying  squares  of  the  city  proper, 
South  Boston,  East  Boston,  Cuarlestown,  Dor- 
chester, etc.,  which  have  been  fully  appreciated 
by  the  residents  in  the  various  localities;  and, 
though  some  of  these  squares  have  been 
wholly  unprotected,  and  in  very  thickly 
settled  neighborhoods,  the  flowers  and  plants 
have  been  very  little  injured.  The  Tremont- 
street  mall,  from  West-street  gate  to  Boylston 
street,  had  become  so  settled  and  worn  away  as 
to  retain  the  water  on  its  surface  in  wet  weather, 
and  has  been  raised  and  regraded.  Much  work 
of  this  kind  has  been  done  on  other  squares,  and 
much  more  still  is  required  to  be  done,  especially 
the  paviug  of  gutters,  a  great  exteDt  of  which 
requires  to  be  paved  on  the  Common  and  other 
grounds  of  the  city. 

Fences. 

The  fences  on  many  of  the  city  squares  are 
much  out  of  repair,  and  will  require  a  large  out- 
lay to  put  them  in  good  condition.  The  fence  on 
Commonwealth  avenue,  though  comparatively 
new,  is  much  broken,  and  otherwise  in  bad  con- 
dition. The  same  may  be  said  of  the  fence  on  In- 
dependence square,  and  several  others.  The  com- 
mittee has  considered  the  plan  adopted  by  some 
other  cities,  of  having  no  fences  around  the 
squares,  and  have  tried  the  experiment  by  remov- 
ing the  fences  around  Franklin  and  Blackstone 
squares,  Telegraph  Hill,  Madison  and  Orchard 
parks,  and  one  section  of  Commonwealth  avenue, 
and,  so  far  as  they  have  learned,  with  general 
satisfaction  to  the  citizens.  Ifjthe  plan  can  be  car- 
ried out  on  the  remaining  sections:  of  Common- 
wealth avenue,  and  other  squares  that  are  badly 
out  of  repair,  a  large  ani  permanent  saving  to 
the  city  will  be  effected. 

Street  Trees. 

A  special  appropriation  of  $5000  was  made  for 
the  renovation  and  pruning  of  the  trees  on  the 
streets,  and  a  large  amount  of  necessary  work 
was  done  in  the  different  sections  of  the  city; 
$2000  was  expended  on  this  work  with  good  re- 
sults, but  the  demand  for  the  improvement  ot 
Commonwealth  avenue  was  such  as  to  induce  the 
committee  to  lay  out  the  balance  of  the  money 
on  that  work.  The  trees  on  the  streets  demand 
constant  care  and  attention.  1  would  here  rec- 
ommend that  the  extension  of  Chester  park  to 
Beacon  street  and  Huntington  avenue  be  planted 
on  both  sides  by  the  city.  The  trees  would  be 
uniform  in  kind,  and  equal  in  growth,  and  would 
form  a  beautiful  connection  with  Commonwealth 
avenue  and  the  new  Back  Bay  park,  and  also  with 
the  Public  Garden  and  the  Common. 
Commonwealth  Avenue. 

Since  the  formation  of  this  avenue,  all  the  sec- 
tions between  Dartmouth  street  and  Chester 
parkhave  been  in  a  condition  that  has  called  forth 
the  severe  condemnation  of  many  citizens.  Most 
of  the  trees  were  in  a  dead  or  dying  condition. 
To  improve  and  replant  the  whole  ot  these  sec- 
tions was  a  work  of  considerable  magnitude,  and 
for  wnich  the  city  had  made  no  appropriation. 
So  much,  however,  was  said  in  public  about  the 
matter  that  the  Committee  on  Common  resolved 
to  make  a  commencement  of  the  work,  and  de- 
voted $3000  of  the  $5000  appropriated  specially 
for  street  trees  for  this  purpose.  Accordingly, 
all  the  old  and  worthless  trees  have  been  removed. 
Three  hundred  holes  have  been  excavated  and 
filled,  first  with  a  layer  of  two  loads  of  clay,  to 
retain  moisture,  and  125  cubic  feet  of  good  loam 
in  each  hole. 


This  will  be  sufficient  to  give  the  trees  a  good 
start,  and  enable  the  committee  of  the  present 
year  to  plant  up  all  the  sections.  But  it  will  be 
incumbent  on  whoever  may  be  in  charge  of  the 
public  grounds  in  two  or  three  years  hence  to 
largely  increase  the  body  of  loam  around  each 
tree,  or,  still  better,  to  remove  the  gravel  and  re- 
place with  good  loam  the  whole  of  the  sections  to 
a  depth  of  eighteen  inches,  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendation  in  my  report  to  the  commit- 
tee on  this  subject,  Nov.  3, 1379. 

In  preparing  the  holes  for  replanting,  I  have 
changed  the  arrangement  from  those  on  the 
older  sections,  by  placing  each  tree  six  feet  from 
the  outer  curb,  and  six  feet  from  the  central 
walk;  placing  the  trees  forty  feet  apart,  and  also 
placing  each  tree  opposite  the  middle  of  the 
space  between  the  trees  of  the  opposite  row.  This 
method  will  give  the  trees  ample  room  to  expand 
their  branches,  and  yet  secure  the  shade  so  much 
desired  over  the  promenade  walk  at  a  much  ear- 
lier period  of  their  growth.  S">me  persons,  of 
but  little  experience  in  the  planting  and  growth 
of  shade  trees  in  the  poor,  gravelly  soils  of  this 
city,  have  recommended  that  only  one  row  of 
trees  be  planted  on  each  grass  plot  in  this  avenue, 
placing  the  row  ten  feet  from  the  outer  curb.  It 
is  hardly  worth  while  to  discuss  heie  the  a?stheti- 
cal  question  whether  a  double  or  single  row  will 
present  the  grander  appearance  one  hundred 
years  hence,  since  any  person  who  takes  paias  to 
study  out  the  two  methods  will  see  it  is  evident 
that  such  a  method  would  annihilate  all  hopes  of 
shade  over  the  central  walk  for  half  a  century,  if 
not  for  all  time. 

I  would  here  renew  my  recommendation,  made 
in  the  report  of  Nov.  3, 1879,  that  the  whole  ave- 
nue be  planted  with  English  elms,  of  which  good 
trees  can  be  obtained  in  this  country,  at  reason- 
able prices,  and  I  would  recommend  that  imme- 
diate steps  be  taken  to  secure  them. 
Public  Garden  Pond. 

The  condition  of  this  pond  in  regard  to  its  inju- 
rious effect  on  the  public  health  in  warm  weather 
has  made  its  improvement  a  work  of  urgent  ne- 
cessity. Owing  to  the  imperfect  construction  of 
its  bottom  originally,  it  has  for  years  been  a 
filthy,  stinking  pool  in  summer.  It  is  impossible 
to  clean  it  out,  and  equally  impossible  to  keep  the 
water  clean  and  free  from  scum  and  algse  during 
warm  weather,  though  nearly  $1000  are  annually 
spent  on  this  work.  If  the  boats  are  to  be  kept 
on  the  pond  and  permitted  to  stir  up  the  mud, 
as  heretofore,  a  remedy  must  be  applied,  and  the 
only  effectual  remedy  is  to  construct  a  clean, 
hard  bottom  by  filling  in  the  mud  holes  with  hard 
clay,  and  grading  the  whole  bottom  with  the 
same  material,  and  paviug  the  whole  with  stones 
or  concrete. 

Plank  Walks. 

The  plank  walks  used  on  the  Common,  Public 
Garden,  and  other  grounds  of  the  city,  having 
been  in  use  many  years,  are  much  decayed  and 
broken,  and  unsafe  to  walkupon;  a  great  portion 
will  not  be  fit  to  put  down  another  winter.  Some 
of  the  best  of  them  can  be  remade  and  the  sound- 
est planks  used,  but  a  large  number  of  new  ones 
are  needed,  and  an  expenditure  of  $4000  will 
have  to  be  made  for  plank  walks. 

Yard  for  the  Department. 

The  great  increase  of  materials  belonging  to 
and  used  by  this  department  has  rendered  a  yard 
for  its  special  use  a  very  great  necessity,  and  also 
permanent  sheds  for  their  protection.  The  plank 
walks  are  lett  scattered  during  summer  on  vacant 
lots.  The  department  has  no  place  for  the  stor- 
age and  protection  of  vases,  carts,  wheelbarrows, 
sashes,  frames,  soils,  manures,  etc.,  for  the  mak- 
ing- of  hotbeds,  or  the  construction  of  plaut 
houses,  temporary  or  permanent. 

The  great  and  increasing  demand  for  flowering 
plants  in  all  parts  of  the  city  renders  it  impossi- 
ble for  this  department  to  be  managed  with 
credit  and  economy  unless  some  means  are  pro- 
vided other  than  the  city  now  has  for  keeping  the 
plants  in  wioter  and  propagating  them  in  spriug. 
Over  150,000  plants  of  various  kinds  were  used  in 
the  different  grouuds  of  the  city  the  past  year. 
New  squares  are  being  annually  added  to  the  de- 
partment, and  the  demand  for  flowering  plants  is 
on  the  iucrease. 

And,  in  this  connection,  I  would  here  suggest 
the  manifest  necessity  of  placing  this  department 
on  a  more  permanent  basis.  It  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary that  the  head  of  the  department  should  plan 
and  prepare  the  present  year  what  he  intends  to 
execute  the  next  one.    Tue  annoyance  and  vexa- 
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tions  resulting  from  these  annual  elections,  and 
the  uncertainty  of  his  position,  not  only  paralyze 
his  energies,  but  deprive  him  of  that  influence 
and  control  over  his  employes  which  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  efficient  management  of  the 
department  and  the  proper  execution  of  the 
work.  The  Superintendent  ought  to  be  elected 
for  three  or  live  years,  subject  to  removal  at  any 
time  for  misconduct  or  inefficiency. 

DISPOSITION  OF  TOPICS  IN  THE  MAYOR'S  ADDRESS. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

The  joint  special   committee  appointed  to  re- 
port what  disposition    should   be   made  of  the 
Mayor's    inaugural  address,  would   respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  order: 
For  the   Committee, 

N.  M.  Morrison. 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  Mayor's  address 
as  relates  to  the  erection  of  a  new  Court  House  be 
referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings. 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  water  be  referred  to 
the  Joint  Standing  Comxittee  on  Water. 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  public  parks  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Public 
Parks. 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  Public  Institutions 
be  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Institutions. 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Public  Library 
be  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Library. 

Tbat  so  much  as  relates  to  Police  be  referred  to 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Police. 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Fire  Department 
be  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Fire  Department. 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  taxes  be  referred  to 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Assessors' 
Department. 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  inspection  of 
milk  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Health. 

That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  City  Hospital  be 
referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  City 
Hospital. 

Order  passed.    Sent  up. 

CONTRACTS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  follow- 
ing : 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
to  whom  was  referred,  amongst  the  unfinished 
business  ol  last  year,  the  draft  of  an  ordinance 
to  repeal  an  ordinance  relating  to  contracts  with 
city  officers,  priuted  on  page  207  of  the  Statutes 
and  Ordinances  for  1876,  having  considered  the 
subject,  respectlully  report  that  the  ordinance 
ought  to  pass.  For  the  Committee, 

W.  H.  Whitmore. 
An  Ordinance 

To  Repeal  an  Ordinance  Relating  to  Contracts, 
lie  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  in  regard  to  contracts, 
consisting  of  two  sections,  printed  on  page  207  of 
the  statutes  and  ordinances  published  in  1870,  is 
hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order- 
That  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds  be  requested  to  set  apart  a  portion  of 
the  Common  as  a  playground  for  the  boys  and 
youth  of  this  city;  any  expense  connected  with 
the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Mr.  Whitmore  explained  that  the  old  ordinance 
had  been  superseded  by  statutes  with  which  it  is 
in  conflict. 

The  ordinance  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

TESTIMONIAL  TO  THE  CITY   OF  NEW  ORLEANS. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  appointed  to  pro- 
cure a  suitable  testimonial  to  be  sent  as  a  gift 
from  the  city  of  Boston  to  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, and  to  prepare  an  address  to  accompany 
said  gift,  having  attended  to  that  duty,  respect- 
fully recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution  and  ordrr. 

For  the  Committee, 

Henry  Parkman. 

Whereas,  The  intended  visit  of  the  National 
Lancers  and  Charlestown  Cadets  of  Boston  to 
New  Orleans  affords  favorable  opportunity  for 
acknowledging  the  expressions  of  friendship  re- 
ceived by  trie  city  of  Boston  from  the  city  of  New 


Orleans,  on  the  occasion  of  the  late  visit  of  the 
Continental  Guards  of  the  latter  city, — it  is 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston  high- 
ly appreciates  ana  heartily  reciprocates  the 
friendly  sentiments  contained  in  the  resolution 
adopted  by  the  Council  of  New  Orleans  on  April 
27,  1880;  that  it  recognizes  the  lact  that  dis- 
tance is  no  barrier  to  the  ties  which  connect 
the  people  of  both  municipalities,  as  citizens 
of  one  country,  protected  by  one  flag,  and  as 
sharers  in  one  common  destiny,  and  that,  ani- 
mated by  the  glorious  memory  of  the  father  of 
his  country,  whose  natal  day  is  soon  to  be  cele- 
brated in  both  cities,  it  avails  itself  of  this  auspi- 
cious opportunity  for  presenting  to  the  city  of 
New  Orleans  a  banner,  bearing  the  representation 
of  the  seals  of  both  cities  intertwined,  as  an  em- 
blem of  the  sincere  friendship  which  unites  the 
two  cities. 

Ordered,  That  Alderman  Luciu~  ^.«uc,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  National  Lancers,  be  requested,  as  the 
representative  of  this  City  Council,  so  present  the 
banner  and  these  resolutions  to  the  city  of  New 
Orleans. 

The  resolve  and  order  were  passed.    Sent  up. 

ARRESTS. 

Mr.  Teevan  of  Ward  19  offered  an  order— That 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Police  be  re- 
quested to  consider  and  report  what  action  should 
be  taken  to  authorize  arrests  to  be  made  by  police 
officers  1000  feet  outside  of  the  lines  recognized 
by  judges  of  the  seveial  Municipal  courts. 
Passed.    Sent  up. 

THE      INVITATION     TO     THE     MEETING      ON      IRISH 
AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  whereby  the  Council  non-concurred  in 
accepting  the  invitation  to  attend  the  meeting 
on  Irish  affairs  and  passed  the  resolve  and  order 
of  Mr.  Wheeler  instead.  Declared  lost.  Mr.  Ros- 
nosky doubted  the  vote  and  the  Council  was 
divided— 28  for,  29  against. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  for  a  verification  by  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  Parkman  moved  to  adjourn.  Declared  car- 
ried. Mr.  Devlin  doubted  the  vote  and  on  his  mo- 
tion the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost  by  a  tie  vote — 
yeas  29,  nays  29: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bartlett,  Beal,  Bigelow,  Brimbe- 
com,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Dudley, 
Eddy,  Emery,  Farweli,  Freeman,  Gove, 
Greenough,  Hagar,  Harding  Hilton,  Hosley, 
Lovell,  Matthews,  Means,  P.  Morrison,  Parkman, 
Smith,  Swan,  Wakefield,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Wil- 
liams—29. 

Nays— Messrs.  Barry,  Boyle,  Conlin,  Connell, 
Costejlo,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Daly,  Denney,  Devlin, 
C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Fitzpatrick,  Gomez, 
McCoriuick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin, 
McNamara,  Murphy,  Pope,  Powers,  Pratt,  Quig- 
ley,  Rogers,  Rosnosky,  Teevan,  Walsh,  Welch, 
Whitmore— 29. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Bailey,  Bowker, 
Brown,  Dana,  Fisk,  Ford,  Hart,  Huntress,  Lau- 
ten,  Maguire,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Pray, 
Viles— 14. 

The  question  on  reconsideration  was  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  it  was  announced  that  the 
motion  was  lost — yeas  28,  nays  29.  Subsequently 
Mr.  Whitmore  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  a 
mistake  had  been  made  in  the  count,  and  one 
geutleman  had  been  recorded  in  the  negative  who 
voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  President  an- 
nounced that  the  vote  was  yeas  28,  nays  28,  and 
the  reconsideration  was  declared  refused.  The 
vote  actually  stood— yeas  29,  nays  28,  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barry,  Boyle,  Conlin,  Connell, 
Costello,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Daly,  Denney,  Devlin, 
C.  F.  Doheny,  John  Doherty,  Fitzpatrick,  Go- 
mez, McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  Mc- 
Laughlin, McNamara,  Murphy,  Pope,  Powers, 
Pratt,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Rosnosky, Teevan,  Walsh, 
Welch,  Whitmore— 29. 

Nays— Messrs.  Bditlett,  Beal,  Bigelow,  Brimue- 
com,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  H.  h.  Clapp.  Dudley,  Eddy, 
Eriery,  Farweli,  Freeman,  Gove,  Greenough,  Ha- 
gar, Harding,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Lovell,  Mathews, 
P.  Morrison,  Parkman,  Smith,  Swan,  Wakefield, 
Wharton,  Wheeler,  Williams— 28. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Bowker,  Brown, 
Dana,  Fisk,  Ford,  Hart,  Huntress,  Lauten,  Ma- 
guire, Means,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Pray,Viles 
— 14. 

COMMONWEALTH    AVENUE    EXTENSION. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24  offered  an  order— That 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on   Streets  he  au- 
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thorized  to  contract  for  building  a  bridge  over 
the  park  waterway,  on  the  line  of  Commonwealth 
avenue  extended,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding 
$46,000,  as  authorized  by  an  order  of  the  City 
Council  of  1880,  passed  Jan.  1,  1881;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  extension 
of  Commonwealth  avenue. 

Mr.  Clapp  explained  that  authority  conferred 
by  the  order  passed  in  1880  died  with  the  old  Gov- 
ernment and  a  new  order  was  necessary. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule.    Sent  up. 

MARDI  GRAS  FESTIVAL. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24  offered  an  order— That 
his  honor  the  Mayor,  the  President  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  and  seventy-one  other  members  of 
this  branch,  together  with  the  chairman  and 
such  other  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  as 
may  be  joined,  be  a  committee  to  represent  the 
city  of  Boston  at  the  Mardi  Gras  festival  to  be 
held  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  on  the  22d  inst., 
and  that  the  City  Messenger  be  directed  to  make 
all  necessary  arrangements  for  carrying  this  or- 
der into  effect;  the  expense  attending  the  same 
to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  fund  of  the  Com- 
mon Council.    Refused  a  second  reading. 

PUBLIC  PARKS. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  offered  an  order— That  the 
sixth  annual  report  of  the  Park  Commissioners 
(Document  12,  1881),  or  so  much  thereof  as  has 
not  already  been  referred,  be  and  is  hereby  re- 
ferred to  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Public 


Parks.    Passed.    Mr.  Pratt  moved  to  reconsider. 
Lost.    Sent  up. 

THE  PROPOSED  IMPROVEMENT    OP  MUDDY  RIVER. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  offered  an  order— That 
the  Park  Commissioners  be  requested  to  ascer- 
tain and  report  to  the  City  Council  what  ar- 
rangements can  be  made  between  the  city  of 
Boston  and  the  town  of  Brookline  and  any  other 
interested  parties  for  carrying  out  the  scheme 
for  the  improvement  of  Muddy  River  as  sug- 
gested in  City  Document  No.  12,  1881;  also 
the  probable  cost  of  the  land  and  property  re- 
quired for  the  improvement,  and  the  proportion 
of  such  cost  which  will  be  properly  chargeable  to 
the  city  of  Boston.  The  Park  Commissioners  are 
hereby  authorized  for  the  above  purpose  to  make 
such  surveys,  plans  and  investigations  as  they 
may  deem  necessary  or  advisable,  the  expense 
thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
park  department.  Passed.  Mr.  Pratt  moved  to 
reconsider.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

PLAY  GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order — 
That  the  Committee  on  the  Common  and  Public 
Grounds  be  requested  to  set  apart  a  portion  of 
the  Common  as  a  playground  for  the  boys  and 
youth  of  this  city;  any  expense  connected  with 
the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Common  and  Public  Grounds.  Ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading,  and  referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fitz- 
patrick, to  the  Committee  on  Common.    Sent  up. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mathews  of 
Ward  21. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY    14,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Commutes  on  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  buildings.  Butchers'  Slaughtering 
and  Melting  As.-ociation,  to  alter  a  woorlen  build- 
ing on  Market  street,  near  Wiuship  avenue, 
Ward  25. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stibles  as 
lollows:  Ruth  H.  Thompson,  old  wooden,  ten 
additional  horses,  Gurney  street,  rear  1419  Tre- 
mont  street,  Ward  20;  E.  Cooley,  new  wooden, 
one  horse,  Willow  court,  Ward  20. 

To  tlie  Committee  on  Lamps.  New  England 
Automatic  Gas  Light  Company,  that  the  city 
would  adopt  their  method  ot  lighting  lamps. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Alfred  A.  Child 
et  al.,  that  Bowdoin  avenue  be  graded  and  macad- 
amized; New  York  &  New  England  Railroad  Com- 
pany, for  leave  to  lay  tracks  through  First  and 
Granite  streets;  Patrick  Hart,  lor  leave  to  sprin- 
kle certain  streets  in  Dorchester;  Highland  Rail- 
way Company,  for  location  ot  tracks  in  Canal 
street  from  Haymarket  square  to  Causewav 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Catherine  Coo- 
ton,  to  be  paid  damages  for  versonal  injuries  re- 
ceived by  reason  of  an  alleged  defect  in  Stillman 
street,  Feb.  2, 1881;  M.  F.  Paul,  for  compensation 
for  personal  injuries  from  falling  on  the  Ice  on 
Shawmut  avenue;  Alexander  Morrison,  for  indem- 
nification for  injuries  from  defect  in  high- 
way; Anna  O'Toole,  to  be  paid  for  personal  inju- 
ries sustained  Jan.  19,  on  account  of  insecure 
condition  of  F  street;  Timothy  Murphy,  to  be 
paid  for  personal  injuries  caused  by  insecure  con- 
dition of  Harrison  avenue,  Jan.  8, 1881;  Elizabeth 
Williams,  to  be  paid  damages  for  personal  inju- 
ries received  by  reason  of  an  alleged  defect  in 
Washington  street,  Jan.  25,  1881. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Robinson  & 
Emetton,  for  leave  to  run  two  passenger  wagons 
from  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  depot  via  cer- 
tain streets  to  Rowe's,  India  and  Litchfield's 
wharfs  and  return. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories.  Company  L, 
First  Infantry,  for  better  armory  accommoda- 
tions. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  James  Kemp  et 
al.,  for  the  rebuilding  of  the  Kemp-street  sewer. 

To  the  Board  of  Health.  Alexander  Boyd  et  al., 
against  the  establishment  of  a  lying-in  hospital 
in  Chester  square. 

To  the  Special  Committee  on  domination  of 
Superintendents.  Cornelius  Sullivan,  for  ap- 
pointment of  Superintendent  of  Chelsea-street 
Bridge. 

Hearings  were  bad  as  follows : 

On  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  engines  and 
boilers  by  Horatio  G.  Hall,  155  and  159  Beach 
street;  and  W.  G.  Preston,  in  Mason  Building, 
Liberty  square.  No  objections.  Severally  re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

PAPERS    FROM    THE    COMMON    COUNCIL. 

Report  of  Boston  Water  Board  on  probable 
cause  and  exte»t  of  alleged  impurity  of  the  water 
in  Lake  Cochituate.    Placed  on  file. 

Order  to  refer  the  report  of  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners (City  Doc.  12)  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Parks.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Com- 
mon for  the  year  1880.  (City  Doc.  23).  Placed  on 
file. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Police  to  consider  what 
action  should  be  taken  to  authorize  police  officers 
to  make  arrests  1000  feet  beyond  the  lines  recog- 
nized by  district  judges.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Common  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  settmg  apart  a  portion  of  the 
Common  as  a  playground.  Referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Common,  etc.,  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Streets  to  contract  for 
building  a  bridge  over  the  park  waterway  on 
Commonwealth  avenue  at  a  cost  of  $40,000.  Pass- 
ed in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Park  Commissioners  to  report  what 
arrangements  can   be  made  with  authorities  of 


Brookline  for  the  proposed  improvement  of  the 
Muddy  River,  giving  authority  to  said  Commis- 
sioners to  make  surveys,  plans,  etc.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Report  in  favor  of  and  passage  of  an  ordinance 
to  repeal  the  existing  ordinance  relating  to  con- 
tracts with  city  officers.  Ordinance  passed  in 
concurrence. 

Report  referring  certain  topics  in  Mayor's  ad- 
dress to  the  several  appropriate  standing  com- 
mittees.   Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  special  committee  on  subject  of  a  tes- 
timonial to  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  with  appro- 
priate resolutions  'thereon.  Resolutions  passed 
in  concurrence. 

Amendment  of  joint  rules,  by  striking  out  from 
third  paragraph  of  section  20  (see  page  5  of  City 
Doc.  20)  the  words  -'such  person  has  been  invited 
by  a  recorded  vote  of  the  board  or  committee," 
and  substituting  therefor  "specially  authorized  to 
do  so  by  vote  of  said  board  or  committee."  Con- 
curred. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers. 

A  certificate  came  from  the  other  branch  of  the 
election  of  Eliot  C.  Clarke  Superintendent  of 
Sewers,  in  place  ot  William  H.  Bradley,  elected 
by  this  Hoard. 

Alderman  Slade— I  saw  Mr.  Clarke  the  other 
day,  and  he  asked  me  to  say  to  the  Board  that  he 
was  not  a  candidate  for  this  office,  and  did  not 
know  anything  about  being  voted  for  until  he 
saw  what  was  done  in  the  Common  Council.  He 
is  an  employ^  on  the  improved  sewerage,  and  de- 
sires to  remain  there  until  it  is  finished;  and  I 
hope  he  will.  He  has  been  there  from  the  com- 
mencement, and  it  would  be  hard  to  fill  his  place; 
he  knows  it  all  through.  He  desired  me  today  to 
withdraw  his  name  if  it  came  up. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  ballot.  Committee- 
Aldermen  Slade,  Breck. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Necessarv  f  or  a  choice 7 

William  H.  Bradley  had 9 

George  L.  Thorndike  had 2 

And  Mr.  Bradley  was  elected  in  non-concur- 
rence.   Sent  down. 

EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Harbor  Master— George  F.  Gould. 

Superintendent  of  Lamps— George  H.  Allen. 
Confirmed. 

Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market— George 
E.  McKay.    Confirmed. 

Registrar  of  Voters  for  Three  Years— Liverus 
E.  Pearson.    Confirmed. 

Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall,  and  Inspector 
ot  Provisions  for  other  Markets,  and  at  large — 
William  F.  Brooks.    Confirmed. 

Inspector  of  Milk— Martin   Griffin.    Confirmed 

MATROX   FOR  CITY  PRISON. 

The  following  was  received: 

Mayor's  Office,  Boston,  Feb.  14, 1881. 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council— The  Board  of 
Police  Commissioners,  in  their  last  annual  report, 
recommended  that  "power  should  be  given  to  the 
Commissioners  to  appoint  one  or  more  matrons 
to  attend  to  the  wants  and  necessities  of  female 
prisoners  at  several  of  the  central  station  houses." 
The  commi:  sioners  stated  in  their  report  the  rea- 
sons for  this  request  as  follows;  "Women  of  all 
ages  and  conditions  of  health,  sober  or  more  or 
less  intoxicated,  and  sometimes  insane,  are  daily 
arrested,  and  humanity  requires  that  at  times 
there  should  be  one  of  their  sex  to  wait  upon  them. 
It  is  still  more  {important  that  there  should  be  a 
matron  at  the  city  prison.  Female  prisoners 
are  as  a  rule  kept  at  the  several  sta- 
tion houses  for  a  vary  short  time,  being  early 
each  evening  sent  therefrom  to  the  city 
prison,  there  to  remain  until  taken  into  court  on 
the  following  morning.  A  women  appointed  to 
attend  them  might  be  at  one  or  two  of  the  nearest 
stations  and  also  as  a  detective  to  search  female 
prisoners  at  the  City  Hall  and  elsewhere.  At 
present,  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  search  any 
woman  that  has  been  arrested,  some  one  has  to 
be  sent  for  and  well  paid  for  her  services."  Since 
the  presentation  of  this  report,  the  necessity  of 
securing  the  services  of  a  matron  at  the  City 
Prison  has  been  urged  upon  my  attention  by  citi- 
zens of  Boston,  upon  the  ground  that  not  only 
humanity,  but  decency  requires  such  a  provision 
tor  the  wants  ot  female  nrisoners.  I  therefore 
recommend  that  such  action  as  may  seem  to  you 
best  adapted  to  carry  out  the  above  recommenda- 
tion be  taken  by  the  City  Council. 

Frederick  O.  Prince,  Mayor. 
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Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Viles,  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Police.    Sent  down. 

DECORATION    DAY. 
The  following  was  received: 

Boston,  Feb.  3,  1881. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston— The  Posts 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  forming  the 
Suffolk  County  Association  would  respectfully 
invite  your  attendance  at  their  commemoratory 
exercises  in  the  Tremont  Temple,  on  the  after- 
noon of  Decoration  Day,  May  30  next,  at  4  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  when  his  Excellency  the  Governor  will  de- 
liver the  address,  and  other  appropriate  services 
will  be  held. 

For  the  Association, 

Chas.  B.  Fox,  Commander. 
Alvin  R.  Bailey,  Adjutant. 
Accepted,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Flynn.    Sent 
down.  " 

SOHOOLHOUSE  SURRENDERED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  School 
Committee  surrendering  to  the  City  Council  the 
old  Latin  aDd  English  High  School  building  on 
Bedford  street.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings.    Sent  down. 

THE      RECOUNT      OF      THE      ALDERMANIC      VOTE- 
SOLICITOR'S      OPINION. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  Solicitor's  Office,     ) 
Boston,  Feb.  14,  1881.         J 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen:  Gen- 
tlemen— To  the  question  proposed  to  me  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  by  the  following  order — 

"That  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  be  ob- 
tained upon  the  question  whether  it  is  competent 
for  this  Board  to  recount  the  original  ballots  cast 
for  Aldermen  at  the  last  municipal  election,  as 
requested  by  the  petitions  therefor  submitted 
this  day" — 

I  submit  the  following  answer: 

By  the  charter,  each  Board  of  Aldermen  is  made 
the  judge  of  the  election,  qualification  and  re- 
turn of  its  members.  This  gives  the  Board  the 
right  to  go  into  any  and  every  inquiry  bearing 
upon  the  election  of  members  to  it.  It  may  count 
the  ballots  cast  and  inquire  into  the  regularity 
and  legality  of  all  things  done  in  the  election.  An 
examination,  of  the  ballots  by  this  Hoard  would 
hardly  be  called  a  recount;  it  is  original  action 
on  the  part  of  this  Board,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
revising  what  has  been  done  by  its  predecessor, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  question 
of  election  as  an  original  question. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Healy,  City  Solicitor. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hersey  the  communi- 
cation was  referred  to  the  Special  Committee  on 
the  Petition  of  William  Frost  for  a  recount  of 
ballots. 

petitions  for  steam   engines. 

Petitions  were  received  for  leave  to  locate  and 
use  steam  engines  and  boilers,  as  follows: 

Read  &  Crosby,  100-104  Richmond  street;  C.  C. 
Foster,  Allston  station,  rear  of  Cambridge  street, 
Ward  25;  J.  R.  Furbush,  53-41  Bristol  street;  Owen 
Sawn,  2070  Washington  street.  Orders  were 
passed  for  hearings  thereon  on  March  7th  at  4 
P.  M. 

HARBOR. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  order  of  the  City  Council  appropriating 
§1300  in  addition  to  the  amount  heretofore  appro- 
priated for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  harbor 
free  from  ice,  and  requesting  the  Committee  on 
Finance  to  provide  the.  means,  would  respectfully 
report  the  accompanying  order  making  the 
necessary  transfer  of  appropriation. 
For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Boston 
Harbor  the  sum  of  $1300,  to  be  expended  by  the 
Committee  on  Harbor  in  keeping  the  harbor  free 
from  ice. 

Passed— yeas  11,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Market: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Moulton  &  Goodwin  et  al.,  for  the  extension  of 


the  market  limits  on  Broad  street  as  far  as  Milk 
street.    Accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Schedules  of  cost  of  eagestones  and  sidewalks 
in  several  streets,  with  orders  for  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  the  proportionate  part  thereof. 
Orders  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  of  notice  of  hearing  ou 
Monday,  March  14,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  petition  of  Mid- 
dlesex Railroad  Company  for  tracks  on  Medfovd 
street,  and  for  extension  of  tracks  northerly  on 
Bunker  Hill  street  to  the  vicinity  of  Webster 
street,  Charlestown;  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany, to  lay  tracks  on  Dartmouth  streetfrom  Tre- 
mont  street  to  Marlborough  street,  and  on  Hunt- 
ington avenue  to  West  Chester  park.  Orders 
passed. 

Report  on  petition  of  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners for  leave  to  set  telegraph  poles  on  Arling- 
ton street  and  Commonwealth  avenue,  recom- 
mending that  so  much  thereof  as  refers  to  setting 
poles  in  the  Public  Garden  and  in  the  park  of 
Commonwealth  avenue  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Squares.  Accepted  and 
referred  accordingly. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $24.63  be  and  the 
same  hereby  is  abated  from  the  amount  assessed 
on  Margaret  C.  Billings  for  edgestone  on  Bow- 
doin  street,  and  said  amount  of  $24.63  is  hereby 
assessed  on  the  Dorchester  Land  Company  as 
their  proportional  part  of  the  cost  of  edgestones 
on  estate  on  said  Bowdoin  street,  corner  of  Ham- 
ilton avenue. 

Ordered,  That  the  sidewalk  assessment  of  $6.87 
on  S.  H.  L.  Pierce  of  estate  504  East  Eighth  street, 
and  sidewalk  assessment  of  $7.70  on  James  Mc- 
Curdy  on  estate  506  East  Eighth  street,  be  and 
the  same  hereby  are  abated,  and  the  Home  for 
Aged  Women  is  hereby  assessed  the  said  amounts 
for  said  sidewalk  in  front  of  said  estate  504-506 
East  Eighth  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  edgestone  assessments  in  the 
name  of  Henry  Whitwell  on  estates  244-246  New- 
bury street,  and  Newbuiy,  corner  of  Fairland 
street,  be  and  the  same  hereby  are  abated,  and 
the  following-named  parties  are  hereby  assessed 
in  the  amounts  set  to  their  respective  names  as 
their  proportional  parts  of  the  cost  of  edgestones 
in  front  of  said  estates,  namely:  Adelaide  S.  Tut- 
tle,  216  Newbury  streer,  £8.17;  George  A.  Avery, 
244  Newbury  street,  $8.25;  George  A.  Avery,  New- 
bury, corner  Fairfield,  $14.33. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $54. 72  be  and  the  same 
herehy  is  abated  from  the  amount  assessed  O.  D. 
Dana  for  edgestone  and  sidewalk  on  Broadway, 
said  abatement  being  for  over-assessment. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  eighty-nine  cents  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  abated  from  the  amount 
assessed  Catherine  B.  Dill  for  edgestones  on  Mt. 
Vernon  streer,  and  said  amount  is  hereby  as- 
sessed Frederick  Nichols  in  addition  to  an  amount 
previously  assessed  for  edgestone  on  said  Mt. 
Vernon  street. 

Severally  passed. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following 
petitions:  Mary  Lang,  to  be  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries received  on  Winter  street;  Emily  E.  Nich- 
olson, to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  received  on 
F  street;  Isaac  Twiss,  to  be  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries received  on  Tremont  street;  Bridget  Veale, 
to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  in  Tremont  and 
Park  streets.    Severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Minors'  applications  granted  —  Thirty-eight 
newsboys.    Severally  accepted. 

PERMIT  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Steam.  Engines: 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  Joseph  P  Shaw 
to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  of 
four  horse-power  on  Green  street,  near  Brookside 
avenue.    Accepted. 

PERMIT  FOR   STABLE. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board  in 
favor  of  granting  a  permit  to  occupy  stable  by  F. 
H.  Wellington,  Rutherford  avenue,  opposite  Lin- 
coln street,  Ward  5.    Accepted. 
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LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynu,  from  the  Committee  on  Streets 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  submitted  orders  to 
pay  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occasioned 
by  laying  out  streets  as  follows:  Henry  Smith, 
$78,  relocation  of  Columbia  street,  between 
Washington  street  and  Hlue  Hill  avenue;  Charles 
Davis,  $614,  widening  of  Dearborn  street.  Sever- 
ally passed. 

PERMITS   FOR  WOODEN    BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  en  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings: 

Reports  and  orders  authorizing  permits  for 
wooden  buildings,  as  follows:  Ruth  M.  Tornpson, 
to  build  wooden  addition,  on  Gurney  street,  near 
Tremont  street,  provided  that  the  proposed  addi- 
tion shall  be  kept  distant  four  feet  at  the  north- 
east corner  from  other  buildings;  John  J.  Mc- 
Nutt,  to  erect  a  lumber  shed  at  junction  of  Mai- 
den and  Wareham  stieets,  Ward  17;  Conrad 
Decher,  to  enlarge  building  on  Marginal  street, 
near  Jeffries  street,  Ward  2;  F.  H.  Wellington,  to 
erect,  on  Shurtleff  court,  near  Rutherford  avenue, 
Ward  4.    Orders  severally  passed.    Sent  down. 

SWING  SIGNS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board : 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  following  peti- 
tions on  the  usual  conditions:  Wilbur  &  Little- 
field,  to  project  druggist's  mortar  in  froDt  of  No.  55 
Green  street;  S.  S.  Rankin,  to  project  a  lantern 
from  20  Eliot  street ;  F.  W.  Fisher,  to  project  a 
lantern  from  235  Pleasant  street:  Thomas  H. 
Heam,  to  project  a  druggist's  mortar  at  102 
Harrison  avenue. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  E. 
G.  Carlton,  to  project  a  lantern  at  170-172  Knee- 
land  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

MYSTIC  WATER    SUPPLY. 

Alderman  Caldwell  offered  an  order— That  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Mystic  Valley 
Sewer  be  requested  to  consider  and  report  upon 
the  expediency  of  continuing  Mystic  Pond  and 
its  possible  connections  as  a  source  of  water  sup- 
ply for  the  city  of  Boston. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

MARCELLA-STREET   HOME. 

Alderman  Viles  presented  the  following: 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Directors  1 
for  Public  Institutions,  > 

Boston,  Feb.  12, 1881.  ) 
To  the  Honoroble  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  t  lie  City  of  Boston :  Gentlemen— The  Board 
of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  respectfully 
request  the  City  Council  to  transfer  to  and  in- 
clude within  the  precincts  of  the  Marcella-street 
Home;  that  portion  of  the  estate  situated  on  High- 
land street,  numbered  260,  now  in  the  custody  of 
the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners.  This  addi- 
tion to  the  territory  of  the  Marcella-street  Home 
is  required  in  consequence  of  the  proposed  in- 
crease of  the  number  of  inmates,  and  to  carry  out 
the  improvements  contemplated. 
Very  respectfully. 

Samuel  Little, 

President. 
Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Viles,  to  the 
Joint    Committee    on    Public   Institutions.    Sent 
down. 

REQUEST      FOB     TRANSFERS      IN     PUBLIC     INSTITU- 
TIONS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following: 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Directors) 

for  Public  Institutions,  [ 

Boston,  Feb.  12,  1881. ) 

To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  City  Council  of 
the  City  of  Boston  •■  Gentlemen— The  Board  of 
Diiectors  for  Public  Institutions  respectfully  re- 
quest the  City  Council  to  transfer  from  House 
of  Industry  appropriation  $1000;  from  Marcella- 
street  Home  regular  appropriation  $2000,  and  the 
appropriation  of  $5000  for  the  support  of  girls  to 
be  transferred  to  Marcella-street  Home  from  Deer 
Island,  which  sum  will  not  be  required  during  the 
present  financial  year,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
girls  have  not  been  transferred,  to  constitute  a 
special  appropriation  of  $8000  for  furnishing 
the  buildings,  building  water  closets,  moving  sta- 
ble and  doing  other  work  about  the  buildings 
and  grounds  necessary  to  complete  and  prepare 
them  for  occupancy.  It  is  proposed  to  remove  the 


pauper  and  neglected  girls  from  Deer  Island  as 
soon  as  the  season  will  permit;  and  the  work 
required  to  be  done  should  be  commenced  as 
early  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully, 

Samuel   Little, 
President  of  the  Board. 
Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Viles,  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance.    Sent  down. 

ventilation. 

Alderman  Curtis  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  some  mode  of  ventilation 
for  the  Aldermen's  room  and  report  the  cost  of 
same.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

proposed  new  fire  boat. 

Alderman  Curtis  offered  an  order — That  the 
Committee  on  the  Fire  Department  consider  the 
expediency  of  selling  the  present  lire  boat  and  re- 
port the  cost  of  a  new  one  with  woooen  hull,  with 
five  feet  draught,  sufficient  for  breaking  ice,  and 
the  expense  thereon  be  included  in  the  dralt  for 
the  year  1881  for  Fire  Department.  Passed.  Sent 
down. 

facilities  for  heating  dinners  of  employes 
on  improved  sewerage. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment,  viz.: 
Order  requesting  the  Committee  on  Improved 
Sewerage  to  provide  facilities  to  their  employes 
at  noontime  to  beat  their  meals  whenever  five  or 
more  applv  therefor. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  think  this  matter  might  be 
very  well  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Committee 
on  Improved  Sewerage.  From  the  way  that  or- 
der is  drawn  the  committee  might  consider  it 
imperative  upon  them  to  furnish  the  facilities.  I 
move  to  amend  so  that  they  be  requested  to  do  it 
If  in  their  judgment  it  is  deemed  expedient. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  dislike  very  much  to  pay 
any  attention  to  anonymous  communications, 
and  generally  do  not;  but  today  I  received  one  in 
which  the  writer  complains  that  these  men,  when 
they  go  there  with  their  tin  cans  to  heat  their 
meals,  are  turned  out  by  the  engineers.  It  is  said 
there  are  several  instances  where  the  engineers, 
who  have  charge  there,  have  refused  to  allow 
them  to  heat  their  can,  or  whatever  they  may 
have.  I  have  no  objection  to  having  it  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage,  if  they 
will  allow  those  men  there  to  heat  their  cold 
meals, 

Alderman  Slade— I  cannot  learn  that  there  has 
been  any  complaint  made  by  any  of  the  employes 
in  regard  to  this  matter.  They  are  allowed  to 
put  their  dinner  pails  insisle  the  engine  house, 
where  they  are  kept  warm,  and  it  seems  to  me  a 
complaint  of  this  kind  has  come  from  some  per- 
son who  has  abused  his  privilege  there.  Neither 
Mr.  Carson  nor  Mr.  Tarbell  know  of  any  com- 
plaint having  been  made.  At  the  same  time  I  am 
not  going  to  object  to  the  passage  of  this  order 
with  the  amendment. 

The  order  was  amended  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "requested,"  the  words  "if  in  their  judg- 
ment it  be  expedient,"  and  as  amended  was 
passed.    Sent  down. 

THE     PETITION     FOR    A  RECOUNT  OF    THE  ALDER- 
MANIC   VOTE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  petitions  of  Joseph  S.  Ropes 
and  others,  for  a  recount  of  the  votes  cast  at  the 
recent  municipal  election  for  Aldermen. 

Alderman  Slade  moved  that  it  be  i  eferred  to 
the  special  committee  on  the  petition  of  William 
Frost,  contesting  the  seats  of  Aldermen  Flynn 
and  Haldeman. 

Alderman  Caldwell— That  committee  have  com- 
menced their  labors  of  counting  those  votes,  and 
if  this  is  referred  in  the  manner  in  which  it 
comes,  it  will  compel  them  to  go  back  and  go 
over  their  work  again. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  dislike  to  say  anything  on 
this  subject,  but  I  understand  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor  is  that  they  cannot  be  counted  on 
that  petition. 

Alderman  Slade— I  did  n't  suppose  that  they 
were  to  be  recounted  on  this  petition,  but  I  did 
n't  know  what  else  to  do  with  it.  It  is  no  use  to 
keep  it  here  on  the  table  any  longer  as  I  know  of. 
We  should  either  place  it  on  file  or  refer  it. 

Alderman  Caldwell — I  have  no  objections. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  do  not  understand  it  will 
be  imperative  upon  the  committee  to  recount  all 
these  votes.  The  votes  they  are  counting  will 
demonstrate  whether  the  previous  count  was  a 
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correct  one  or  not,  as  well  as  going  over  them  all 
will.    I  do  not  understand  that  we  are  obliged  to 
recount  the  whole  Aldermanic  vote. 
The  motion  to  refer  was  adopted. 

MEASURERS  OF  GRAIN. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Viles,  the  Mayor's  nom- 
ination of  William  Gleason  and  John   Savage   as 
measurers  of  Grain  was  taken  from  the  table,  and 
the  nominations  were  confirmed. 

THE  M'DAVITT    ESTATE     ON    COMMERCIAL-STREET 
EXTENSION. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley,  the  order  to 
pay  Elizabeth  McDavitt  $27,000,  and  to  rescind 
previous  order  to  pay  her  $25,000,  for  land  taken 
in  widening  and  extending  Commercial  street, 
was  taken  from  the  table. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  or- 
der. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  would  like  to  inquire  what 
new  evidence  has  been  discovered  to  change  the 
first  report  of  $25,000  to  $27,000?  No  explanation 
is  given,  and  it  is  brought  in  with  an  increase  of 
$2000. 

Alderman  Viles— I  would  like  first  to  inquire 
why  the  Alderman  desired  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Woolley— This  matter  was  before  the 
Committee  on  Streets  last  year  and  this  year.  As 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  of  this 
year  I  did  vote  in  favor  of  paying  $27,000,  but 
after  the  passage  of  this  vote  by  the  committee, 
and  after  the  order  came  down  to  this  Board,  on 
certain  reports  which  I  heard  I  wished  to  post 
myself  in  regard  to  the  value  of  the  land  remain- 
ine  after  the  estates  were  taken;  also  in  regard 
to  whether  or  not  these  buildings  could  be  moved 
back,  and  whether  the  land  could  be  had  to  move 
them  back.  If  they  could  be  moved  back,  it 
might  alter  my  view  as  to  whether  it  was  right 


and  proper  for  the  city  to  pay  that  amount  of 
damages.  I  have  obtained  that  information  after 
considerable  time,  and  in  my  opinion  this  is  a 
proper  order  to  pass.  This  estate  has  stood  in 
the  way  of  a  public  improvement  there  for  some- 
thing over  a  year.  The  public  are  now  calling 
upon  and  urging  the  members  of  the  committee 
to  remove  this  estate,  and  for  these  and  other 
reasons,  I  think  the  order  is  a  proper  one.  I 
wished  to  post  myself  and  be  informed  whether 
or  not  these  reports  were  true,  and  for  that  rea- 
son I  asked  to  have  it  laid  over. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  desire  to  explain  this  mat- 
ter a  little  more  fully  than  the  Alderman  has.  I 
have  here  the  records  of  the  committee  of  last 
year.  The  committee  heard  Mr.  Collins,  who  rep- 
resented the  McDavitt  estate,  who  said  that  by 
the  widening  of  Commercial  street  by  the  first 
plan  proposed  by  the  commissioners,  182,321  feet 
of  land  was  taken,  for  which  $25,000  was  award- 
ed. But  by  the  second  plan,  which  was  carried 
out  (the  Street  Commissioners  having  changed 
their  plan  of  widening),  they  took  2559  feet  of  land 
and  only  awarded  the  same  amount,  $25,000. 
Over  three  hundred  feet  of  land  more  was  taken 
on  the  second  cut  than  on  the  flrst,  and  still  the 
award  was  the  same  as  on  the  first  cut.  It  was  in 
evidence  from  the  best  builders  in  the  city  that 
the  cost  of  replacing  this  building  would  amount 
to  $24,000.  The  present  buildiDg  will  have  to  be 
destroyed  entirely,  and  the  most  eminent  builders 
(who  were  recommended  by  the  Aldermen  on  the 
committee  as  to  their  truthfulness  and  veracity) 
stated  to  the  committee  that  it  would  take  $24,000 
to  erect  the  buildings  after  the  old  ones  were  torn 
down.  The  committee  thought  they  had  better 
take  this  means  of  settling  up  this  matter,  and 
this  order  is  a  unanimous  report. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

FEBRUARY    17,    1881. 


Regular  meeting-  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Andrew  J. 
Bailey,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Decoration  Day. 

Invitation  to  attend  G.  A.  R.  services  in  Tre- 
inont  Temple,  May  30,  next. 

Mr.  Mathews  of  Ward  21—1  move  to  specially 
assign  further  consideration  of  the  invitation  to 
the  first  meeting  in  March.  One  petition  has  al- 
ready been  received  from  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  and  assigned  to  that  meeting,  and  this 
can  be  considered  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  Whitmore  (misunderstanding  Mr.  Mathews 
to  say  that  the  first  invitation  had  been  accepted) 
thought  it  would  be  discourteous  to  take  the  pro- 
posed action  after  one  invitation  had  been  ac- 
cepted, and  moved  that  the  clerk  be  directed  to 
express  the  regrets  of  the  Council  to  the  Grand 
Army. 

Mr.  Mathews  repeated  the  statement  concern- 
ing the  action  on  the  first  invitation,  and  said  he 
desired  to  have  both  assigned  to  the  same  meet- 
ing, that  the  Council  may  elect  which  they  will 
accept. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  "Ward  13—1  do  not  rise  to  oppose 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21,  but 
within  a  few  years  some  of  us  attended  a  Grand 
Army  affair  not  many  miles  from  here,  and  I  hope 
that  if  we  attend  any  more  such  ceremonies 
hereafter  some  of  the  gentlemen  who  are  near  the 
Grand  Army  will  say  a  word  to  keep  us  from  be- 
ing insulted.  Some  few  of  us  have  a  little  deli- 
cacy on  account  of  our  experience  in  Grand  Army 
affairs. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25 — I  suppose  that  was  in- 
tended lor  me,  as  I  extended  the  invitation  to 
members  of  the  City  Government  of  last  year  to 
attend  the  memorial  services  in  Brighton.  No 
doubt  those  who  were  members  of  the  Common 
Council  at  that  time  know  that  the  members  of 
the  Post  expressed  themselves  as  very  much  dis- 
satisfied with  the  address  and  did  not  hold  them- 
selves responsible  for  the  sentiments  of  the  ora- 
tor. If  we  accept  the  the  invitation  I  suppose  we 
shall.be  obliged  to  sit  and  listen  to  what  is  said. 
I  certainly  hope  the  invitation  from  the  posts  of 
Suffolk  County  will  be  accepted. 

Mr.  Devlin— I  certainly  would  cast  no  reflection 
upon  the  gentleman  from  Ward  25;  but  I  thought 
perhaps  a  word  of  precaution  might  now  be  in 
order  to  some  friends  of  the  Grand  Army,  to 
speak  to  the  orator  of  the  day,  that  we  may  not  be 
insulted. 

Mr.  Whitmore  withdrew  his  motion. 

Further    consideration    of     the    subject    was 
specially  assigned  to  the  first  meeting  in  March. 
Miscellaneous. 

References,  viz.:  To  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings— communication  from  School  Committee, 
surrendering  the  old  school  building,  Bedford 
street,  to  the  City  Council.  To  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance—request of  the  Directors  for  Public  Insti- 
tutions lor  certain  transfers  within  their  appro- 
priations. To  Committee  on  Public  Institutions- 
request  of  said  Directors  for  a  transfer  to  Marcel- 
la-street  Home  estate  of  the  city  estate  260  High- 
land street.  To  Committee  on  Police — message 
from  the  Mayor  suggesting  the  appointment  of  a 
matron  at  the  City  Prison,  severally  concurred 
in. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following 
petitions: 

Bridget  Veale  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
received  at  corner  of  Tremont  and  Park  streets. 

Isaac  Twiss,  for  damages  from  a  fall  at  corner  of 
Tremont  street  and  Indiana  place. 

Emily  E.  Nicholson,  to  be  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries by  alleged  defect  in  F  street. 

Mary  Lang,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  from 
alleged  defect  in  Winter  street,  near  Tremont 
street. 

Severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

Reports  and  orders  authorizing  permits  to  build 
to  be  issued  as  in  said  orders  set  forth  to  the  fol- 
lowing parties: 

F.  H.  Wellington,  Shurtleff  court,  Ward  4. 

Conrad  Decker,  Marginal  street,  Ward  2. 


New  York  &  New  England  Railroad  Company, 
Commonwealth  Flats,  Ward  13. 

J.  J.  McNutt,  Maiden  and  Wareham  streets, 
Ward  17. 

Ruth  H.  Thompson,  Gurney  street,  Ward  22. 

Orders  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  consider  expediency  of  discontinuing 
Mystic  Pond,  etc.,  as  a  source  of  water  supDly  to 
the  city.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— There  Is  a  rule  of 
of  the  City  Council  that  a  matter  referred  to  a 
committee  must  be  reported  on  in  four  weeks,  or 
further  time  asked  for.  I  have  no  objection  to 
this  matter  being  referred  to  the  committee  if 
the  Council  understand  that  there  is  no  possi- 
bility of  reporting  upon  it  for  a  long  time— per- 
haps not  for  a  year.  The  expediency  of  continu- 
ing that  supply  depends  upon  the  practicability 
of  keeping  the  water  pure,  and  upon  who  is  to 
pay  for  doing  so,  atad  also  what  other  sources  can 
be  obtained  and  their  cost.  Those  are  questions 
which  cannot  be  settled  for  a  long  time,  and  if 
the  Council  understand  the  matter  1  have  no  ob- 
jection to  the  committee  considering  it. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  consider  the  expediency  of  providing 
ventilation  for  the  Aldermen's  room.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  to  consider  the  expediency  of  the  sale 
of  the  present  fire  boat,  and  report  the  cost  of  a 
new  one.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Amendment  to  tbe  order  concerning  facilities 
for  the  laborers  employed  in  the  Improved  Sew- 
erage Department  to  heat  their  meals,  by  provid- 
ing that  such  facilities  shall  be  furnished  if  ex- 
pedient in  the  judgment  of  the  committee.  Con- 
curred. 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  of  $1300  from 
the  Reserved  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Bos- 
ton Harbor.  Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12, 
and  passed  in  concurrence— yeas  63,  nays  0. 
Superintendent  of  Sewers. 

Certificate  of  election  of  William  H.  Bradley  as 
Superintendent  of  Sewers  in  place  of  Eliot  C. 
Clarke,  who  declines  to  be  a  candidate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrlck  of  Ward  8  the 
Council  proceeded  to  an  election.  Committee — 
Messrs.  Fitzpatrick  of  AVard  8,  McLaughlin  of 
Ward  7,  Parkrnau  of  Ward  9. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 63 

Necessary  for  a  choice 32 

William  H.  Bradley  had 35 

George  L.  Thorndike  had 28 

Mr.  Bradley   was  elected  in  concurrence. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  pay  H.  J.  Hayden  and  others  $6000  for 
a  parcel   of  land  on   the  corner  of  O  and  Fifth 
streets,  about  20,000  square  feet,  to  be  taken  for  a 
schoolhouse  site.    Passed  in  concurrence. 
Irish    Affairs. 

Resolve,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  accept  the 
invitation  to  Faueuil  Hall  meeting  to  express 
American  sentiment  on  Irish  affairs. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  the  following 
as  a  substitute: 

Whereas,  The  City  Council  was  unfortunately 
unable  to  reply  to  an  invitation  to  attend  the 
meeting  held  at  Faneuil  Hall  on  Friday  evening, 
Feb.  11,  "to  express  American  opinion  of  the  ac- 
tion of  the  British  Government  in  relation  to  Irish 
affairs";  and  whereas,  it  seems  proper  that  some 
reply  should  be  sent  to  the  officers  of  said  meet- 
ing, therefore, 

Resolved,  (l)  That  every  nation  has  the  right  to 
form  for  itself  such  form  of  government  as  may 
seem  to  be  best  calculated  to  advance  those  ends 
for  which  all  governments  are  in  theory  estab- 
lished; (2)  that  the  Irish  people  are  at  the  present 
time  engaged  in  a  proper  and  legitimate  political 
movement,  having  for  its  object  the  improvement 
and  extension  of  free  institions,  and  are  there- 
fore entitled  to  the  sympathy  of  the  people  of 
every  country  who  are  themselves  living  in  the 
enjoyment  of  those  blessings  which  alone  flow 
from  such  institutions;  (3)  that  we  deeply  sympa- 
thize with  the  oppressed  people  of  Ireland,  and 
we  hope  and  trust  that  the  assertiou  of  Irish 
rights  will  restore  freedom  to  that  country,  and 
that  the  United  States  would,  in  our  opinion, 
be  justified  in  making  use  of  all  proper  means 
to  advance  an  end  so  strictly  in  accordance 
with  the  principles  of  justice  and  humanity; 
(4)  that  it  is  the  duty  and  the  interest  of  all 
constitutionally  governed  nations  to  cultivate 
the   most   intimate   relations  with   each  other, 
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and  that  the  friendly  offices  of  any  power 
may  he  properly  uBed  in  any  efforts  to  correct  ev 
idtnt  and  tyrannical  abuses  continued  by  a  neigh- 
boring power;  (5)  that  copies  of  these  resolves  be 
sent  to  the  two  representatives  of  the  Boston  dis- 
tricts in  Congress,  and  that  they  be  requested  to 
make  use  of  all  proper  means  to  advance  the  ends 
which  they  recommend  and  the  principles  they 
embody:  (6)  that  the  city  clerk  be  instructed  to 
forward  copies  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  re- 
solves to  the  officers  of  the  said  meeting  held  at 
Faneuil  Hall. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Green  ough  of  Ward  9,  the 
substitute  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  was  specially 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  eight  o'clock. 

EXTENSION  OF   HAKRISON  AVENUE. 

The  following  was  received: 
Office  of  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  ) 
City  Hall,  Boston,  Feb.  17, 1881.     J 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council— The  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  reSDectfully  request  that 
an  appropriation  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  thou- 
sand ($160,000)  dollars  may  be  made  for  the  exten- 
sion of  Harrison  avenue  to  Bedford  street. 

They  are  of  opinion  that  the  time  has  come 
when  the  business  and  travel  of  that  part  of  the 
city  require  this  extension,  which  has  been  so 
long  in  contemplation,  and  have  asked  for  the  ap- 
propriation, that  the  work  may  be  entered  upon 
during  the  coming  financial  year. 

They  also  ask  for  an  appropriation  of  fifty-five 
thousand  ($55,000)  dollars  for  the  extension  of  D 
street,  in  South  Boston,  across  the  Old  Colony 
Kailroad  and  to  Dorchester  avenue,  and  the  con- 
sequent raising  of  the  railway  and  changes  of 
grade  in  the  vicinity. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
J.  H.  Jenkins,  Clerk. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clapp  of  AVard  24, 
to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.    Sent  up. 

COLUMBUS  AND  HUNTINGTON  AVENUES. 

The  following  was  received: 
Office  of  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  ) 
City  Hall,  Boston,  Feb.  17, 1881.      j 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council— The  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  wish  to  explain  to  the  City 
Council  two  items— of  $65,000  for  the  extension  of 
Columbus  avenue  and  $45,000  for  the  extension  of 
Huntington  avenue — that  appear  in  their  estimate 
of  appropriation  required  for  the  financial  year 
1881-82. 

In  1879  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  took 
out  a  permit  to  build  a  large  brick  stable  in  the 
rear  of  their  Tremont-street  estate  southwest 
of  Camden  street,  the  position  selected  placing 
the  building  directly  across  the  lines  of 
an  extension  of  Columbus  avenue  south- 
wardly. The  Commissioners  thought  it  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  city  not  to  permit  so  perma- 
nent an  obstruction  to  the  avenue  to  be  put  in 
its  way,  and  prevailed  upon  the  railroad  company 
to  put  its  stable  on  the  southerly  line.  The  com- 
pany was  at  the  same  time  promised  that  the  City 
Council  would  be  asked  for  an  appropriation  to 
extend  the  avenue  from  Northampton  street  as 
far  as  the  southwestiy  line  of  the  company's 
lands,  as  soon  as  the  new  stable  should  be  finished. 
As  it  did  not  appear  that  it  would  be  done  in 
time  to  admit  of  the  extension  and  grading  of 
the  avenue  until  1881,  the  Commissioners  did  not 
enter  it  among  their  estimates  last  year.  The 
company,  however,  finished  and  occupied  their 
building  early  in  the  fall,  and  have  since  earnestly 
pressed  tor  the  extension  of  the  avenue  through 
their  estate. 

The  immediate  necessity  for  the  extension  of 
Huntington  avenue,  from  Camden  to  Parker 
street,  comes  from  the  contemplated  erection  this 
summer,  on  the  line  of  the  extension,  of  a  building 
covering  an  area  of  several  acres  for  the  exhibi- 
tions of  the  Manufacturers'  and  Mechanics'  In- 
stitute, the  first  of  which,  it  is  understood,  is  to 
be  held  early  the  coming  autumn.  No  street 
at  present  touches  the  land  acquired  by 
this  association  for  their  purposes,  and  in 
view  of  the  benefit  the  city  will  derive  from  their 
location  in  Boston,  the  managers,  with  many 
petitioners  who  join  with  them  in  asking  for  this 
extension,  think  the  city  can  well  afford  to  sup- 
ply them  with  proper  access  to  their  ebtates. 
from  which  they  give  such  land  as  is  required  of 
them  for  the  street.  Other  land  needed  to  carry 
the  avenue  this  distance  the  Commissioners  esti- 
mate, as  stated,  at  $45,000,  for  which  they  have 
a*ked  a  special  appropriation,  as  with  the  many 


prospective  calls  upon  their  regular  appropria- 
tion for  widening  streets,  they  feel  that  it  should 
not  be  subjected  to  any  one  so  large  charge  for 
any  one  improvement. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
J.  H.  Jenkins,  Clerk. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24.    Sent  up. 

sinking  funds. 
The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston, 

Monday,  Feb.  14, 1881. 
To  the  City  Council— In  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  section  2  of  the  Ordinance  to 
amend  an  Ordinance  in  relation  to  Finance, 
March  27, 1877,  the  following  vote  is  transmitted 
to  the  City  Council . 

Yours  most  respectfully, 

Alfred  T.  Turner,  Secretary. 
Board  of  Commissioners  on   the  Sinking  Funds. 

City  of  Boston. 
In  Board  of  Commissioners  on  the  Sinking 
Funds. 
Monday,  February  14,  1881. 
Voted,  That  the  City   Council   and  Auditor  of 
Accounts  be  informed  that  there  will  be  required 
the  coming  financial   year,  for  payment  to  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  on   the  SiDking  Funds, 
December  1,   1881,  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
chapter  209  of  the  acts  of  1875,  entitled,  "An  Act 
to  regulate  and  limit  municipal   indebtedness," 
and  section  2  of  the  ordinance  on  finance  of  1877, 
the  following  amounts,  viz.: 

Twentv-year  Sinking  Fund $210,936 

Ten-year  "  "       233,700 

Burnt  District    "  "       162,292 

Public  Park        "  "       36.000 

*Mystic  Water    "  "       28,573 

Total  tax  required  for  the  sinking  funds $731,601. 

Attest:  Alfred  T.  Turner, 

Secretary. 

*  Heretofore  the  Mystic  Water  Works  have  contrib- 
uted from  their  revenue  sufficient  to  meet  the  annual 
requirements  of  this  sinking  fund  to  pay  the  Mystic 
water  debt  as  it  matures;  but  at  the  close  of  the  finan. 
cial  year  1879-80  the  amount  of  revenue  received  for 
that  year  was  deficient  the  amount  required  for  said 
sinking  fund  the  sum  now  asked. 

petitions  presented. 

By  Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— Petition  of  Albert 
Richardson  for  compensation  for  damages  re- 
ceived on  Beacon  street.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Walsh  of  Ward  3— Remonstrance  of 
Jonathan  Stone  and  others  against  change  of 
name  of  Princeton  street,  Charlestoivn.    Sent  up. 

By  Mr.  Doberty  of  Ward  7— Petition  of  Michael 
Doherty  for  compensation  for  injuries  received 
on  Snow  Hill  street.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee 
on  Claims. 

legislative  matters. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  submitted  City  Doc.  27, 
being  the  fourth  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters  giving  the  bills  presented  to 
the  Legislature  affecting  the  interests  of  the  city 
of  Boston  since  the  last  report.  Accepted. 
Sent  up. 

DUMPING  SNOW  AND    ICE   ON  COMMON. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds, 
to  whom  was  referred,  as  a  part  of  the  unfinished 
business  of  last  year,  the  order  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds  to 
consider  the  desirability  of  prohibiting  the  depos- 
it of  snow  and  ice  upon  the  public  grounds  of  the 
city,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  given  the 
subject  consideration  and  are  of  opinion  that 
any  radical  change  in  the  present  methods  of  dis- 
posing of  the  snow  and  ice  in  our  streets  would 
occasion  much  inconvenience  and  expense  to  va- 
rious city  departments,  and  they  therefore  rec- 
ommend that  no  further  action  be  taken  in  the 
matter.  For  the  Committee, 

Henry  Parkman. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  AVard  21  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  request  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee for  an  additional  appropriation  of  $79,850,  to 
meet  the  current  expenses  of  the  public  schools 
for  the  remainder  of  the  present  financial  year, 
havipg  given  the  matter  careful  attention,  would 
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respectfully  recommend  that  the  request  be 
granted,  and  that  the  Committee  on  Finance  be 
requested  to  provide  the  means. 

For  the  Committee, 
Charles  E.  Pratt. 
Accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pratt  referred 
to  the  Finance  Committee.    Sent  up. 

THE  ALBANY  STREET  FIRES. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  offered  an  order- 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  to  offer  a  reward  of  $300  for 
the  detection,  arrest  and  conviction  of  the  person 
or  persons  who  caused  the  recent  fires  on  Albany 
street,  between  Dover  and  Way  streets;  said  sum 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Inciden- 
tals. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  and  passed— 
yeas  55,  nays  0.    Sent  up. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  16  offered  an  order— That 
his  Honor  the  Mayor,  the  President  and  fourteen 
members  of  the  Common  Council,  the  Chairman 
and  such  other  members  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men as  may  be  joined,  be  a  committee  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  celebration  of  the  105th 
anniversary  of   the  declaration  of  American.in- 


dependence;  the  expense  attending  the  celebra- 
tion not  to  exceed  fifteen  thousand  dollars  and  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  incidental 
expenses.  Ordered  to  a  second  reading  and 
specially  assigned  to  the  second  meeting  in  April. 

SEVENTEENTH  OF  JUNE. 

Mr.  Hilton  of  Ward  5  offered  an  order— That 
three  members  of  the  Common  Council,  with 
such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  a 
committee  to  make  arrangements  in  the  Charles- 
town  District  for  the  celebration,  on  the  seven- 
teenth of  June  next,  of  the  anniversary  of  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  that  said  committee 
be  authorized  to  expend  for  that  purpose  the  in- 
come of  the  Foss  and  Babcock  funds,  and  an  ad- 
ditional sum  of  $1000,  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  incidental  expenses.  Ordered  to  a 
second  reading  and  laid  over. 

OHABLESTOWN  ALMSHOUSE. 

Mr.  Hilton  of  Ward  5  offered  an  order— That  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Institutions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  of  discontinu- 
ing the  Charlestown  Almshouse,  be  directed  to 
give  a  public  hearing  upon  that  subject.  Passed. 
Sent  up. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY   31,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

"Weigher  of  Coal  —  James  P.  Stewart.  Con- 
firmed. 

Undertaker— William  A.  Niles.    Confirmed. 

"Weigher  of  Coal  and  Measurer  of  Wood — Frank 
T.  Barron.    Confirmed. 

Deputy  Sealer  of  "Weights  and  Measures- 
Charles  Wood  Thompson.  Laid  on  the  table  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Caldwell.  Subsequently,  on 
motion  of  the  same  Alderman,  the  nomination 
was  taken  from  the  table  and  confirmed. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Caroline  E. 
Fortune,  for  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
received  by  reason  of  an  alleged  defect  in  Seventh 
street. 

Margaret  A.  Irvine,  to  be  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries received  on  account  of  insecurity  of  Fourth 
street,  Jan.  19, 1881. 

Mrs.  Annie  R.  Stevens,  to  be  paid  damages  for 
personal  injuries  received  by  reason  of  au  alleged 
defect  in  Buckingham  street,  Jan.  12,  1881. 

Peter  S.  Link,  for  compensation  for  injuries  re- 
ceived from  insecure  condition  of  Lenox  street, 
near  Shawmut  avenue,  Jan.  28, 1881. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Benjamin  Dean 
et  al.,  that  the  sidewalk  on  P  street,  between 
First  and  Fourth  streets,  be  paved  with  brick. 

Frank  E.  Farwell  et  al.,  that  Dorchester  avenue, 
from  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  to  Dorchester 
street,  be  repaired. 

J.  F.  Dane,  Grinnell  &  Co.,  et  al.,  that  Lincoln 
street  be  repaved  from  Chupeh  Green  to  Essex 
street. 

Henry  N.  Sawyer  et  al.,  that  Pleasant  and 
Stoughton  streets,  Dorchester,  be  macadamized 
and  put  in  order. 

David  E.  Sewell  et  al.,  that  Reading  street  be 
graded  and  put  in  order. 

A.  B.  Yetter  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  Roxbury. 

Jacob  Sleeper  et  al.,  against  the  proposed  loca- 
tion of  Highland  Railroad  tracks  in  Canal  street. 

Samuel  S.  McKenney,  for  abatement  of  side- 
walk assessment  at  279  Bolton  street. 

John  Soley,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  97 
Chelsea  street  to  101  Chelsea  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Massachusetts 
Charitable  Mechanic  Association,  for  a  sewer  in 
Fairfield  street,  extended. 

To  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners.  John 
Thompson  et  al.,  that  coasting  be  allowed  to  boys 
on  Webster  street,  after  8  P.  M. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Kngi/nes.  George 
F.  Blake  Manufacturing  Company,  for  leave  to 
set  and  use  four  metal  furnaces  at  3  Crescent 
court. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Frank  H.  "Wellington,  to  erect 
a  wooden  building  on  Shurtlefl  court,  "Ward  4; 
Cressey  &  Noyes,  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
Plympton  street. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Nomination 
of  Superintendent?  of  Bridges.  Patrick  Prior,  for 
appointment  as  Superintendent  of  the  east  draw 
of  Chelsea  Bridge. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows: 

"W.  T.  W.  Corris,  new  wooden,  one  horse,  on  Star 
lane,  near  Centre  street,  Ward  23. 

Jonathan  Keniston,  old  wooden,  three  horses, 
on  Border  street  next  south  of  Metropolitan 
stable,  "Ward  1. 

Cyrus  Alger's  heirs,  new  wooden,  five  horses, on 
Foundry  street,  near  Fourth  street,  "Ward  13. 

'lo  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  John 
Sloan  et  al.,  for  leave  to  project  a  lantern  from 
196  Marginal  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  George  A.  Cole- 
man, for  leave  to  run  a  passenger  wagon  from 
Bowdoin  square  to  Litchfield's  wharf. 

To  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners.  Pro- 
posal to  buy  city   property,   3500   feet  adjoining 


47  to  61   Medford   street,   Charlestown,  for  its 
assessed  value,  $1400. 

HEARINGS. 

Hearings  were  had  as  follows: 

On  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  engines  and 
boilers  by  Seccomb,  Kebew  &  Sons,  at  365  Atlan- 
tic avenue  and  24  Purchase  street;  William  Ma- 
ple, Gurney  street,  Ward  22;  Hubbard  &  Blake, 
Main  street,  near  All  ord  street. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines. 

PAPERS    FROM    THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Report  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  Sinking 
Funds  that  the  amount  of  tax  required  for  those 
funds  will  be  $731,501.    Placed  on  file. 

Order  proposing  a  reward  of  $300  for  arrest  and 
conviction  of  the  incendiary  who  set  fire  to  the 
lumber  wharves  between  Dover  and  Way  streets. 
Passed  in  concurrence— yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Fourth  report  of  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  exhibiting  proposed  bills  before  the  Gen- 
eral Court  which  affect  the  interests  of  this  city. 
(City  Doc.  27J    Placed  on  file. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  to 
give  a  public  hearing  on  proposed  discontinuance 
of  Charlestown  Almshouse.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Common,  that  it  is  in- 
expedient to  take  any  further  action  on  the  sub- 
ject of  depositing  snow  and  ice  upon  the  Com- 
mon.   Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  in 
favor  of  providing  for  an  additional  appropria- 
tion of  $79,850  for  public  schools,  and  reference  of 
the  subject  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  Con- 
curred in  said  reference. 

INVITATION. 

An  invitation  was  received  to  attend  the  open- 
ing of  the  Pierce  Light  Guard  and  Boston  Light 
Infantry  fair  Feb.  21,  inst.    Accepted. 

PETITIONS    FOR   STEAM   ENGINES. 

Petitions  were  received  for  leave  to  locate  and 
use  steam  engines  as  follows: 

Knott  Refrigerator  Company,  to  locate  and  use 
a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  95  Fulton  street. 

Union  Carpet  Lining  Company,  for  leave  to 
locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  84-86 
Lenox  street. 

Orders  of  notice^were  passed  for  hearings  there- 
on March  14  next. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Claims : 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following 
petitions: 

William  W.  Webster,  to  be  compensated  for 
personal  injuries  from  a  fall  in  Haymarket 
square. 

Margaret  Leary,  to  be  compensated  for  person- 
al injuries  occasioned  by  a  fall  in  Blossom  street 
Jan.  10, 1881. 

Severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Licenses: 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  minors  applica- 
tions as  follows:  11  newsboys.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

EXAMINATION  OF  PUBLIO  LIBRARY. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  the  following,  which 
he  said  was  by  request: 

Section  4  of  "An  ordinance  in  relation  to  the 
Public  Library,"  passed  May  10,  1878,  is  hereby 
amended  by  striking  out  the  word  "Trustees" 
where  it  first  occurs  in  said  section,  and  inserting 
in  the  place  thereof  the  word  "Mayor,"  and  by 
striking  out  the  words  "together  with  a  trustee 
as  chairman." 
The  section  will  then  read- 
Sect.  4.  The  Mayor  shall  annually  appoint  an 
examining  committee  of  not  less  than  five  per- 
sons not  members  of  the  Board,  who  shall  exam- 
ine the  library  and  make  a  report  of  its  condition 
to  the  trustees. 

Referred,  on  motion  oi  Alderman  Breck,  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances.    Sent  down. 

COMMONWEALTH  AVENUE. 

Alderman  Haldeman  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Common, 
etc.,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Asa  P. 
Potter  and  others,  that  more  care  and  attention 
be  given  by  the  city  to  the  planting  of  trees  on 
Commonwealth  avenue,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
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Inasmuch  as  arrangements  were  made  in  the  fall 
for  replanting  a  large  portion  of  said  avenue  with 
trees,  and  the  work  will  go  forward  the  coming 
season,  no  action  is  necessary  regarding  this  peti- 
tion, for  the  Committee, 

Hcgh  O'Brien,  Chairman. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stables,  as  follows:  E.  Cooley, 
Willow  Court,  AVard  20:  Ruth  H.  Tompson,  G-ur- 
ney  street,  rear  1419  Tremont  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

WATER  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Water,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  request  of  the  Boston  Water  Board  for  author- 
ity to  contract  tor  such  water  pipes  and  special 
castings  as  will  be  needed  during  the  present  year 
for  the  Cochituate  and  Mystic  water  works,  hav- 
ing considered  the  subject,  would  respectfully 
recommend  ihe  passage  of  the  following  order. 
For  the  Committee, 

Joseph  Caldwell,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Water  Board  be  au- 
thorized to  contract  for  the  delivery  of  the  cast- 
iron  water  pipes  and  special  castings  required  for 
the  Cochituate  aDd  Mystic  water  works  during 
the  next  financial  year;  the  amount  of  said  con- 
tract, not  exceeding  §52,000,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  to  be  made  for  the  financial  year 
1881-2,  to  be  divided  as  follows:  $45,000  to  the 
Cochituate  department,  $7000  to  the  Mystic  de- 
partment. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

SCHOOL   EXPENSES. 
The  chairman  submitted  the  following: 

In  Committee  on  Finance,  t 
Monday,  Feb.  21,  1881.  | 
To  the  City  Council— The  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  report  ot  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction  in  favor  of  granting 
the  request  of  the  School  Committee  for  addi- 
tional appropriations  for  the  financial  year  1880- 
81,  and  requesting  the  Committee  on  Finance  to 
provide  the  means,  feeling  that  the  only  choice  is 
between  granting  the  appropriations  and  closiDg 
the  greater  portion  of  the  schools,  wouid  respect- 
fully report  the  accompanying  order  granting  the 
request.  They  wish,  however,  in  doing  so,  to  re- 
cord their  disapprobation  of  the  course  pursued 
by  the  School  Board,  which  they  do  not  consider 
to  lie  in  the  interest  of  economy. 

Per  vote  of  the  committee. 

Hugh  O'Brien. 
Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  transfer  from  the 
Reserved  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  School 
Instructors  the  sum  of  $66,000;  to  that  for  Sala- 
ries of  Officers,  School  Committee,  the  sum  of 
$8470;  and  to  that  for  School  Expenses,  School 
Committee,  $380. 

Minority  Report. 
In  Committee  on  Finance,  I 
Monday,  Feb.  21,  1881.      I 
To  the  City  Council— The  undersigned  objects 
to  any  increase  of  the  appropriation   for  the  pub- 
lic schools,  oo   the  principle   that  every  depart- 
ment of  the  City  Government  should  carry  ou  its 
work  within  the  limit  of  the  appropriation  made 
by  the  City  Council.    To  show  that  the  City  Coun- 
cil have  been  liberal  in  the  amount  voted  for 
schools  and  scboolbouses  it  is  only   necessary  to 
call  attention  to  the  appropriations  and  transfers 
for  the  present  year,  as  follows: 
Schools  and  schoolhouse*,  viz. — 

School  instructors gl.050,000.00 

School  expenses,  School  Committee 240.000.00 

Salaries,  officers.  School  Committee 44,000.00 

Schoolhouses.  public  buildings 144,000.00 

English  High  and  Latin  School    build- 
ings         140.788.28 

Grammar  schoolbouse.Egleston  Square.         46,000.00 
Primary    schoolhouse,    Aslimuut    Sta- 
tion   6,100.00 

•Primary  schoolhouse,  City  Point 16,000.00 

Primary  schoolhouse,  Elmo  street 7,600.00 

Primary  schoolhouse,  Polk  street 1,514.65 

Primary  schoolhouse,  Seventh  street....  50,000.00 
Prince  Schoolhouse 25,000.00 

Total 81,769,002.93 

..    1879-80 1,062,245.29 


For  two  successive  years  the  School  Board  have 
expended  money  without  regard  to  the  amount 
appropriated.  This  is  a  bad  precedent,  and  one 
that  should  not  be  allowed  to  pass  without  an 
earnest  protest.  A  late  member  of  the  School 
Board,  who  has  had  large  experience  in  that  de- 
partment, in  a  recent  article  published  in  this 
city,  shows  very  conclusively  that  by  a  very  small 
per  cent,  of  reduction  in  salaries  even  more  than 
the  amount  now  asked  for  could  have  been  saved 
early  in  the  year,  when  the  City  Council  fixed  the 
appropriations.  The  following  extract  from  that 
article,  making  a  comparison  of  salaries  in  vari- 
ous departments,  is  to  the  point,  as  follows: 

"Now  let  us  bear  in  mind  that,  when  Boston 
paid  its  Mayor  a  salary  of  $4000  in  1862-63,  Charles- 
town  and  Roxbury,  both  cities,  were  paying  their 
mayors  salaries  also,  and  Dorchester,  West  Rox- 
bury and  Brighton,  being  town  municipalities, 
were  paying  their  selectmen  and  others  for  doing 
the  work  which  mayors  do  in  cities.  Comparing 
Boston  in  1862  with  Boston  in  1874,  we  find  that 
the  city  had,  in  1874,  by  annexation  and  otherwise, 
vastly  increased  in  population  and  valuation,  and 
quintupled  in  extent  of  territory.  With  the  in- 
crease of  the  city  in  wealth,  population  and  ex- 
tent of  territory,  there  was  a  corresponding  in- 
crease in  the  labors,  duties  and  responsibilities  of 
the  Mayor,  and  for  this  reason  his  salary 
was  very  justly  and  properly  increased. 
The  same  may  be  said  of  the  Mayor's 
Clerk,  the  same  of  the  City  Solicitor, 
City  Treasurer,  City  Clerk,  and  pretty  nearly 
every  other  officer  whose  salary  was  Increased 
by  the  City  Council.  Nor  is  this  all.  The  in- 
crease of  salaries  by  the  City  Council  did  not  in- 
volve an  increase  of  taxation.  For  example: 
After  annexation  it  was  necessary  to  raise  by  tax- 
ation $5000  a  year  to  pay  for  the  labors,  duties 
and  responsibilities  of  the  Mayor.  Previous  to 
annexation  the  taxes,  levied  on  fewer  people  and 
less  property  for  the  same  duties,  labors  and  re- 
sponsibilities, amounted  to  $4000  in  Bostou,  $2000 
in  Charlestown,  $1500  in  Roxbury,  and  in  the 
towns  of  West  Roxbury,  Dorchester  and  Brighton, 
not  less,  certainly,  than  $1000  in  each,  in  all  $10,500. 
Hence  it  appears  that,  although  the  Mayor's  sal- 
ary was  increased  twenty-five  per  cent.,  the  taxes 
levied  to  pay  the  increased  salary  were  actually 
decreased  more  than  fifty  per  cent.  The  same  may 
be  said,  though  not  to  so  great  an  extent,  of  the 
salary  of  the  City  Solicitor,  and  nearly  every  other 
salary  increased  by  the  City  Council.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  the  salary  of  Superintendent  of 
Schools  and  of  the  Secretary  of  the  School 
Board.  In  their  case  there  was,  by  annexation 
and  the  ordinary  growth  of  the  city  in  popula- 
tion, an  increase  in  labor,  duties  and  responsibili- 
ties, and  their  salaries  were,  therefore,  justly  and 
properly  increased.  Now  let  us  exclude  from  the 
given  nine  grades  of  salaries  under  the  control  of 
the  School  Board  the  salaries  of  Superintendent 
and  Secretary,  which  were  justly  and  properly 
increased,  and  the  salary  of  the  City  Messen- 
ger, who  is  only  in  a  very  slight  degree  an  offi- 
cer of  the  School  Committee,  and  insert  in  place 
thereof  three  other  grades  of  salaries  of  instruct- 
ors, with  the  increase  made  in  them  by  the  school 
board,  viz.: 

Per  cent. 
1862-3.      1873-1.  Increase. 
Assistants      in      grammar 
schools   and   teachers   in 

primary  schools #450  $800  78 

Assistants  in  high  schools..    500         1,000  100 
Masters' assistants  in  gram- 
mar schools 500         1,200  140 

"Here  we  have  nine  grades  of  salaries  of  in- 
structors increased  by  the  School  Committee, 
showing  an  average  increase  of  seventy-seven 
per  cent.  One  of  these  grades  had 900  instructors, 
the  aggregate  increase  of  whose  salaries  amount- 
ed to  $315,000.  And  this  extraordinary  increase 
in  the  salaries  of  instructors  was  made  by  the 
School  Committee  without  any  increase  what- 
soever, by  annexation  or  otherwise,  in  the  duties, 
labors  or  responsibilities  of  those  instructors,  ex- 
cept in  the  case  of  masters'  assistants  in  gram- 
mar schools,  and  their  salaries,  as  we  have  seen, 
were  increased  140  per  cent.  Here,  then,  is  where 
the  citizens  of  Boston  have  a  right  to  demand 
that  retrenchment  shall  begin.  True,  the  salaries 
of  instructors  have  been  twise  reduced  within  a 
tew  years,  by  the  School  Board;  but  the  aggre- 
gate of  both  reductions  did  not  amount  to  ten  per 
cent.  They  were  increased  in  times  of  general 
inflation,  and  now  that  that  inflation  has 
subsided  everywhere,  they    should    be  brought 
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down  to  a  reasonable  and  just  level.  Let  the 
School  Board  then  begin  the  work  of  retrench- 
ment everywhere  throughout  its  department.  Let 

it  fix  the  s'alary  of  the  Superintendent  at  $4000,  at 
present  it  is  $4200;  the  salaries  of  supervisors  and 
head  masters  of  high  schools  at  $3500,  they  are  at 
present  $3780;  the  salaries  of  masters  ol  grammar 
schools  at  $2500,  they  are  at  present  $2880,  and  let 
other  salaries  be  reduced  in  like  proportion.  With 
nothing  short  of  a  reduction  like  the  above  will 
the  taxpayers  of  the  city  be  satisfied.  With  sala- 
ries like  those  proposed,  Boston  will  be  not  only 
generous,  she  will  be  munificent  to  her  school  in- 
structors and  school  officers." 

This  statement  is  quoted  to  show  how  easy  it 
would  have  been  for  the  School  Board,  by  a  very 
small  percentage  of  reduction  of  salaries,  to  have 
carried  ou  the  schools  without  asking  for  more 
money;  but  there  are  other  reductions  besides 
the  reduction  of  salaries  noted  above  that  would 
have  enabled  the  School  Board  to  have  done  their 
work  within  the  limit  of  the  appropriation,  and 
at  the  same  time  have  conducted  the  schools 
quite  as  efficiently  as  has  been  done  the  past  year; 
but  they  have  gone  on  regardless  of  any  limit 
fixed  by  the  City  Council,  and  it  is  time  that  this 
should  cease.  Either  the  City  Council  should  be 
relieved  from  all  responsibility  on  school  expen- 
ditures, or  the  School  Board  should  be  compelled 
to  cany  on  the  work  within  the  limit  of  the 
amount  appropriated.  It  is  believed,  however, 
that  the  old  time-honored  custom  of  making  ap- 
propriations in  town  meetings  and  in  City  Coun] 
cils  should  remain  where  it  is  now  placed.  The 
undersigned  therefore  feels  compelled  to  vote 
against  the  passage  of  the  order,  which  it  is  rec- 
ommended should  not  pass. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

H0GH  O'Brien. 
Alderman  Woolley — I  move  the  substitution  of 
the  minority  report  for  that  of  the  majority,  and 
I  have  but  a  few  words  to  say  in  regard  to  it.  I 
believe  that  every  department  of  this  Govern- 
ment should  live  within  its  appropriations,  and 
not  exceed  them  without  coming  to  the  City 
Council  and  giving  good  and  sufficient  reasons 
why  they  ask  for  more  money.  That  is  my  only 
reason.  I  believe  the  School  Committee  have  no 
good  and  just  cause  to  exceed  their  appropria- 
tion. They  came  last  year,  and  as  you  well  know, 
Mr.  Chairman,  we  had  quite  an  extended  contro- 
versy in  regard  to  giving  them  their  extra  ap- 
propriation. I  was  myself  opposed  to  it,  and  I 
am  opposed  to  it  today.  I  shall  not  vote  for  it. 
So  long  as  I  hold  a  seat  in  this  Government  I  shall 
not  vote  for  an  appropriation  in  excess  of  any 
appropriation  granted  them  unless  they  come  to 
us  and  give  good  and  sufficient  reasons.  The 
School  Committee  give  us  no  reason,  and  I  hope 
the  minority  report  will  be  accepted  in  place  of 
the  majority. 

Alderman  Hersey — While  I  agree  in  the  main 
with  the  sentiments  expressed  by  the  signer  of 
the  minority  report,  still  I  believe  this  is  not  the 
tribunal  to  decide  whether  the  School  Board  is 
extravagant  or  otherwise;  for,  either  wisely  or 
foolishly,  the  Legislature  have  made  that  board  a 
coordinate  branch  of  the  City  Government,  with 
powers  of  their  own,  and  not  responsible  to  the 
City  Government  in  the  expenditure  of  money, 
and  we  are  obliged,  as  I  understand  it,  to  vote  the 
money  that  they  spend.  They  are  not  responsible 
to  us,  but  to  their  constituents.  It  is  in  the  power 
of  the  people,  if  they  wish  a  change,  to  elect  mem- 
bers of  the  School  Committee  who  will  wisely  and 
economically  administer  the  school  department. 
I  think  there  has  been  extravagance,  but  just 
where  I  do  not  know.  I  do  not  think  the  state- 
ments that  have  been  going  round  the  public 
press,  comparing  the  schoof  expenses  of  Boston 
with  those  of  other  cities,  are  a  fair  comparison; 
In  Boston  we  educate  almost  wholly  in  our  public 
schools,  but  in  the  other  cities  the  more  experj'- 
sive  branches  of  education  are  taught  in  private 
institutions;  therefore,  we  ought  to  add  the  ex- 
penses of  private  schools  in  other  cities  in  order 
to  make  a  fair  comparison.  I  shall  vote  for  the 
recommendation  of  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee, because  I  do  not  think  this  Board  is  the 
£  roper  tribunal  to  decide  such  a  question.  The 
egislature  have  given  the  School  Committee  that 
power;  we  are  liable  for  their  bills,  and  shall  have 
to  pay  them  in  the  end. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  can  see  no  need  of  our 
talking  about  majority  or  minority  reports  here. 
As  you  see  yourself,  we  have  just  had  a  bill  come 
in  from  the  School  Committee.  They  have  ex- 
ceeded and  gone  beyond  their  appropriation  of 


last  year;  we  have  got  to  pay  for  it,  and 
cannot  help  ourselves.  Now,  it  matters  not 
whether  you  give  them  $1000  or  $1,700,000, 
we  have  got  to  pay  it.  The  Legisla- 
ture have  given  them  the  power,  and  as  the  Alder- 
man on  my  right  said,  tbey  are  responsible  to  the 
people  and  Dot  to  us.  I  know  there  is  extrava- 
gance there,  I  am  sure  of  it,  and  altogether  too 
much  of  it,  and  no  wonder  the  taxpayers  grum- 
ble at  their  taxes;  and  here  is  where  I  say  the  tax- 
payers don't  grumble  in  one  point.  The  City 
Council  of  Boston  are  not  responsible  for  the  ex- 
penses of  the  School  Committee,  and  if  the  tax- 
payers grumble  they  should  grumble  against  the 
men  who  go  beyond  their  appropriation.  The 
City  Council  is  not  mean  or  meagre.  It  appropri- 
ates all  that  it  should  appropriate  for  the  differ- 
ent departments,  and  sometimes  more.  But  we 
do  not  propose  to  take  from  the  citizens  that 
power  which  belongs  to  the  School  Committee, 
except  to  give  them  just  the  money  they  ask  for. 
We  are  in  that,  predicament  today.  They  have 
asked  for  seventy  odd  thousand  dollars  more  than 
was  given  them  last  year.  They  should  have  kept 
within  the  appropriation,  and  now  we  have  got  to 
pay  it.  We  are  in  their  hands,  and  I  do  not  see 
how  we  are  going  to  get  out  unless  the  Legisla- 
ture see  fit  to  change  the  law. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  agree  partly  with  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  spoken,  bnt  I  wish  to 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  minority  re- 
port does  not  give  the  School  Committee  fair 
credit  for  part  of  what  they  have  done.  The 
School  Committee  have  turned  $40,000  into  the 
treasury  for  the  Sinking  Fund.  They  had  to  ask 
for  $60,000  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  children, 
and  when  that  money  comes  back  it  goes  into  the 
treasury  or  the  Sinking  Fund,  or  somewhere.  As 
I  understand  it,  the  School  Committee  have  paid 
back  $40,000  of  this  money.  They  now  ask  tor  the 
necessary  amount  to  fill  up  the  deficiency,  and 
the  way  I  look  at  it  it  is  only  about  $39,000.  It  is 
the  same  with  them  as  with  other  departments; 
they  cannot  exactly  figure  out  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  what  it  will  cost  for  the  whole 
year.  As  they  seem  to  be  attacked  in  all  direc- 
tions, I  think  the  least  we  can  do  is  to  give  them 
credit  for  what  thev  have  turned  into  the  treas- 
ury. 

Alderman  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  did  not  intend  to  say  a 
word  more  on  this  subject,  but  the  remarks  of  the 
Alderman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  require  an 
explanation.  Every  year  the  Auditor  sends  to 
the  Paving  Department  and  asks  them  what 
amount  of  money  they  want  to  be  appropriated 
for  that  department  during  the  year,  and  also 
what  credit  the  department  will  receive  in  the 
way  of  payments.  So  it  is  with  the  School 
Board.  If  they  have  paid  money  into  the  Sinking 
Funds  without  getting  proper  credit  for  it,  it 
was  because  their  judgment  was  not  correct 
about  the  amount  they  were  to  receive.  Every 
year  the  amount  of  money  returned  by  the 
School  Board  is  credited  to  them,  and  the  ex- 
pense of  their  department  is  paid  after  that 
credit  has  been  deducted.  The  impression  is  a 
wrong  one  that  they  return  so  much  money  into 
the  Sinking  Fund  and  get  no  credit  for  it. 
No  money  goes  into  the  Sinking  Funds 
from  any  department  now;  it  goes 
into  the  general  revenue,  and  the  School  Board, 
like  all  the  other  departments,  get  full  credit  for 
all  tbey  return.  If  they  make  a  mistake  in  esti- 
mating to  the  Auditor,  that  is  their  fault  and  not 
the  fault  of  the  Auditor.  Now,  in  relation  to  this 
appropriation:  The  Aldermen  say  we  have 
nothing  else  to  do  but  to  vote  it.  For  one,  I  be- 
lieve we  have  something  else  to  do.  It  is  our  duty 
to  look  into  the  subject,  to  inquire  if  it  is  a  proper 
appropriation,  to  satisfy  our  minds  that  it  is  cor- 
rect and  ought  to  be  granted,  and  then  vote  it. 
While  a  member  of  this  Board  I  shall  never  vote 
one  dollar  for  aDy  purpose  unless  I  believe  it  to 
be  a  proper  appropriation.  Why  does  the  State 
Legislature  place  this  power  of  making  this 
appropriation  in  our  hands  if  we  have  no 
control  over  it.  I  say  we  have  control  over 
it,  and  if  the  School  Board  does  not  see 
fit  to  live  within  its  appropriation,  then 
1  say  shut  .  up  our  schools,  rather  than, 
have  them  go  on  in  that  extravagant  manner.  I 
should  like  to  try  the  experiment  one  year,  at 
least.  If  the  School  Committee  are  going  to  ex- 
ceed their  appropriation  year  after  year,  I  say  it 
is  time  for  the  City  Council  to  put  their  feet  down 
and  shut  up  the  schools.    I  shall  vote  against  one 
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dollar  more  for  school  purposes  this  year,  and  I 
hope  this  Board  will  do  the  same. 

Alderman  Tucker— 1  do  not  think  this  matter  is 
fully  understood.  The  Schooi  Committee  came  in 
and  asked  for  an  appropriation  last  year  to  carry 
on  the  schools,  which  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction  cut  down  some  $150,000.  It  went  to 
the  Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates,  and  they 
increased  it,  from  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  so  that  they 
had  $109,000  less  than  they  anked  for.  The 
natural  supposition  would  be  that  the  School 
Committee  had  come  to  the  City  Government  and 
asked  for  a  certain  amount  of  money,  which  they 
had  received  and  spent,  and  had  then  come  and 
asked  for  an  additional  seventy-nine  or  eighty 
thousand  dollars.  But  it  is  not  so.  I  think  jus- 
tice should  be  done  to  all  departments  and  in 
justice  to  the  School  Committee  I  must  say  I 
tbink  this  matter  is  misunderstood  here.  They 
did  not  have  as  much  by  one  hundred  and  nine 
thousand  dollars  as  they  asked  for  last  year. 
They  have  returned  quite  a  number  of  thousand 
dollars,  I  don't  recollect  the  exact  amount,  but 
it  is  considerable,  to  go  into  the  general  revenue, 
and  they  come  now  and  ask  for  this  amount, 
which  is  some  one  bundled  and  nine  thousand 
dollars  less  than  they  would  have  had  if  they  had 
what  they  asked  for  last  year.  I  think  the  mat- 
ter is  entirely  misunderstood,  and  that  they 
should  have  this  appropriation.  It  is  necessary 
that  they  should  have  it,  and  I  hope  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  majority  of  the  committee  will 
be  adopted. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  hardly  coincide  with  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  that  they 
should  have  this  money  whether  or  not.  There 
are  other  departments  which  did  not  get  the 
money  they  asked  for;  for  instance,  the  Paving 
Department.  Would  they  be  justified  in  going 
beyond  their  appropriation?  Why  should  the 
School  Committee  exceed  their  appropriation? 
They  have  added  to  the  salaries  of  teachers  last 
year.  If  they  arc  business  men  they  knew  how 
much  money  they  Had  to  spend,  and  I  say  they 
are  not  justified.  If  they  saw  good  and  sufficient 
reasons  for  an  additional  appropriation,  why  riid 
they  not  come  to  the  City  Council  and  state  that 
they  wanted  more  money  and  what  it  was  for?  I 
believe  the  City  Council  would  have  voted  it  the 
same  as  to  other  departments.  But  no,  they 
spend  their  money.  They  did  so  last  year,  and 
came  here  and  said,  "We  will  close  the  schools  if 
you  don't  vote  it."  I  believe  with  the  Chair- 
maD  of  this  Board  that  the  only  way  to  fetch 
them  to  a  sense  of  their  responsibility  will  be  to 
close  the  schools.  Then  when  the  citizens  come 
to  elect  members  of  that  board  they  will  choose 
those  whom  they  have  confidence  in.  I  believe  in 
Daying  every  public  official  not  only  enough  sal- 
ary to  live  on,  but  enough  to  allow  him  to  lay  up 
a  little  for  a  rainy  day.  I  believe  in  paying  good 
salaries  for  good  work.  I  hope  the  minority  re- 
port will  be  adopted,  and  that  we  shall  ma'ke  a 
stand  here  today. 

Alderman  Hersey— In  answer  to  the  gentle- 
man's statement  that  the  School  Committee 
should  be  governed  as  other  departments  are,  the 
reason  that  they  are  not  is  because  the  Legisla- 
ture have  created  them  an  independent  hoard, 
not  responsible  to  the  City  Council.  We  are 
legally  bound  to  pay  whatever  bills  are  contracted 
by  the  School  Board.  The  contracts  with  teach- 
ers extend  for  a  year.  If  you  close  the  schools 
your  expenses  continue.  It  is  idle  for  us  to  stand 
here  and  refuse  to  vote  this  appropriation,  for  as 
I  understand  it,  we  are  legally  obliged  to  pay  it. 

Aiderman  Tucker— I  do  not  think  the  matter  is 
understood  now.  The  School  Committee  asked 
for  a  certain  amount  to  carry  on  the  schools.  They 
have  masters,  sub-masters  and  teachers  that  they 
pay  by  the  year.  They  know  about  how  much  it 
is  going  to  cost  to  carry  on  the  schools  for  a  year.  If 
the  City  Council  cut  them  down  to  $109,000,  from  the 
amount  that  they  say  they  need  to  carry  on  the 
schools,  and  don't  give  them  so  much  by  that 
amount,  if  they  afterwards  come  in  here  and  ask 
for  $80,000  to  make  it  up,  I  do  not  think  there  is 
anything  very  strange  about  it.  The  Alderman  says 
they  ought  to  keep  within  their  appropriation .  The 
running  of  the  schools  is  different  from  the  man- 
agement of  any  other  department.  The  teachers 
are  hired  by  the  year,  and  we  cannot  cut  them  off 
at  the  end  of  six  month!!.  It  is  very  different 
from  the  Paving  Department,  where  we  can 
leave  a  street  unfinished  and  complete  it  next 
year.  I  am  as  much  in  favor  of  keeping  the 
School  Committee  within  their  appropriation  as 


any  other  member  of  this  Board,  but  at  the  same 
time  I  think  it  is  necessary  to  give  them  what 
they  require  to  carry  on  the  schools,  and  we  did 
not  do  that  last  year;  consequently  they  come 
and  ask  for  an  additional  appropriation,  and  I 
believe  we  are  obliged  to  give  them  the  necessary 
amount. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  believe  the  Alderman  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat  was  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction  when  this  appropri- 
ation was  granted.  If  I  remember  rightly,  he 
recommended  a  reduction  in  the  appropriation 
for  school  expenses.  He  is  now  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction, 
and  it  has  been  a  matter  of  surprise  to  our  wor- 
thy members  of  the  School  Board  that  the  com- 
mittee were  so  unanimous  in  recommending  this 
additional  appropriation.  But  the  Alderman  is 
not  correct  in  the  point  he  makes.  We  cut  down 
the  school  appropriation  $109,000  last  year;  but 
we  did  not  cut  down  salaries.  We  left  it  to  their 
good  judgment  to  say  upon  what  there  sbould  be 
a  reduction.  They  might  have  clipped  off  the 
Supervisor's  salary,  or  some  of  the  fancy  salaries, 
or  discharged  some  fancy  teachers.  We  did  not 
recommend  what  salaries  they  should  reduce. 
But  here  is  an  old  member  of  the  School  Board, 
who  published  in  the  papers  two  or  three 
days  ago  an  article  about  this  matter,  and  when 
the  subject  came  up  in  the  Finance  Committee, 
I  thought  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  bring  up. 
The  School  Board  say  we  attack  them  about  cut- 
ting down  expenses,  but  never  show  them  how  to 
do  it.  (This  old  member  of  the  School  Board 
shows  them  how  they  might  cut  down  expenses. 
With  a  difference  x>S  five  per  cent,  they  might, 
have  lived  within  their  appropriation,  and  with  a 
reduction  of  five  per  cent. "the  salaries  paid  to  the 
Boston  school  masters  would  have  been  far  higher 
than  those  paid  to  school  masters  anywhere  else — 
I  should  say  not  less  than  forty  to  fifty  per  cent, 
higher.  The  gentleman  is  also  mistaken  in  saying 
that  the  School  Board  never  come  here  and  ask 
for  anything.  The  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
iDgs  have  been  compelled  to  ask  for  additional 
appropriations  twice  during  the  last  year,  he- 
cause  the  School  Board  forced  an  additional  ex- 
pense upon  us  for  school  bouses  and  school-house 
repairs,  and  we  have  been  compelled  to  expend  a 
large  sum — I  don't  know  exactly  how  much.  The 
Auditor  perhaps  might  give  us  some  idea  of  the 
transfers^  but  we  certainly  have  been  called  upon 
to  expend  a  large  sum  for  various  purposes. 
They  ordered  the  removal  of  the  scholars 
from  a  schoolhouse  and  allowed  it  to  remain  va- 
cant for  a  month;  and  the  teachers  and  scholars 
had  nothing  to  do  but  to  obey.  Some  months 
afterward  they  ordered  the  scholars  back  again. 
We  had  to  expend  money  when  they  went  out. 
and  spend  more  when  they  went  back.  So  we 
have  been  called  upon  for  something  like  $20,000, 
and  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  have 
twice  been  compelled  to  ask  for  additional  appro- 
priation. I  hope  the  good  sense  of  this  Board 
will  lead  them  to  vote  down  this  appropriation. 

Alderman  Tucker— The  gentleman  who  last 
spoke  referred  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Instruction  as  having  been  chairman  of 
the  same  committee  last  year.  For  the  bene- 
fit of  the  members  of  this  board  I  would 
state  that,  notwithstanding  the  present 
chairman  was  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee last  year,  he  was  not  present  when 
this  appropriation  was  made.  Had  he  been,  I 
don't  believe  this  appropriation  would  have  been 
cut  down.  In  regard  to  what  he  has  said  about 
extravagance  in  schoolhouse  matters, I  think  that 
is  due  more  to  the  supervisors  than  anything  else, 
and  that  much  of  the  expense  would  be  saved  if 
the  Legislature  would  relieve  the  city  of  Boston 
of  this  extravagant  system  of  supervisors.  I 
think  that  is  where  the  great  trouble  lies,  more 
than  with  the  School  Board  itself. 

The  motion  to  substitute  the  minority  for  the 
majority  report  was  declared  carried.  Alderman 
Caldwell  doubted  the  vote,  and  the  Board  was 
divided— 6  for,  5  against. 

The  question  next  came  upon  the  acceptance  of 
the  minority  report,  and  it  was  declared  lost.  Al- 
derman Flynn  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  minority  report  was  accepted— yeas  G, 
nays  5: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Curtis,  Flynn,  Haldeman, 
O'Brien,  Viles,  Woolley— 6. 

Absent— Alderman  Slade. 

Nays— Aldermen  Breck,  Caldwell,  Hersey, 
Tucker,  Whitten— 5. 


93 


B  O  AR  E>       OF      ALDERMEN, 


Alderman  O'Brien  moved  a  reconsideration 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.  Declared  lost.  Al- 
derman Tucker  doubted  the  vote  and  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays.  The  reconsideration  was  lost, 
yeas  5,  nays  6,  the  members  voting  relatively  as 
before. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  Chair. 

MARCELLA-STREET  HOME. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  communication  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors for  Public  Institutions  requesting  that  cer- 
tain transfers  of  appropriations  amounting  to 
$8000  be  made  for  the  special  purpose  of  furnish- 
ing, etc.,  the  Marcella-street  Home  buildings, 
would  respectfully  report  the  accompanying  or- 
der granting  the  request. 

For  the  Committee,  Hugh  O'Brien. 

Ordered— That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  House  of  Industry  the  sum  of 
$1000;  from  that  for  Marcella-street  Home  the 
sum  of  $2000,  and  from  that  for  Additional  for 
Marcella-street  Home  the  sum  of  $5000,  making  a 
total  of  $8000  to  that  for  Marcella-street  Home 
buildings,  to  be  specially  used  for  furnishing 
said  buildings,  buildingjwater  closets,  moving  sta- 
ble and  dointr  other  work  about  the  bui'ding  and 
grounds  necessary  to  complete  the  same. 

Passed— yeas  10,  nays  0. 

PROPOSED    CHANGES    IN    THE    POLICE  ORDINANCE. 

The  following  was  received  : 

Police  Commissioners'  Office,) 

No.  7  Pemberton  Square,     J 

Boston,  Feb.  11,  1881.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  City  Council— 
The  Board  of  Police  Commissioners  recommend 
that  the  changes  hereinafter  mentioned  be  made  in 
the  laws  and  ordinances  regulating  the  Police 
Department  of  the  city  of  Boston,  being  confident 
that  such  changes  will  be  for  its  best  interest, 
and  will  increase  its  efficiency. 

There  are  now  thirty-cine  (39)  pensioners  on 
the  police  rolls  who  are  paid  $365  each  per  annum, 
the  full  pay  for  an  officer  on  active  duty  for 
121  days,  and  who,  while  they  are  disabled  for  the 
performance  of  general  police  duties,  could  in 
many  cases  perform  the  lighter  duties  devolving 
upon  policemen,  especially  during  the  spring  and 
summer  months  when  the  call  for  the  services  of 
police  officers  by  the  public  is  very  urgent  and 
beyond  the  power  of  the  department  to  answer. 

The  pensioners  could  in  many  cases  attend  at 
bathhouses,  watch  commons  and  squares  and 
other  public  places  where  the  mere  presence  of 
an  officer  in  uniform  is  all  that  is  needed  to  in- 
sure good  order,and  to  other  duties  not  requiring 
much  physical  exertion. 

The  board,  therefore,  recommends  that  meas- 
ures be  taken  by  the  City  Council  to  authorize  the 
Board  of  Police  Commissioners  to  call  upon  the 
pensioners  of  tne  department  to  perform  such 
duties  as  they  may  be  shown  to  be  fitted  for  by 
certificate  of  the  City  Physician  or  otherwise,  for 
a  number  of  days  not  exceeding  one-third  (%)  of 
the  amount  of  pension  paid  to  them. 

By  ordinance  of  the  City  Council,  approved 
July  10,  1868,  Enos  Wasgatt,  then  a  member  of 
the  police  force,  was  granted  a  pension  of  three 
dollars  per  day,  and  by  ordinance  of  the  City 
Council,  approved  Oct.  20,  1870,  Samuel  B.  Ross, 
then  a  police  officer,  was  granted  a  pension  of 
$1.50  per  day.  Both  of  said  pensions  are  charged 
to  the  police  appropriation  from  year  to  year,  and 
the  two  (2)  men  remain  on  the  rolls  of  the  de- 
partment as  patrolmen,  though  they  have  never 
since  done  any  police  duty  whatever. 

The  board  would  recommend  that  measures  be 
taken  to  place  Wasgatt  and  Ross  on  the  retired 
list,  the  same  as  other  police  pensioners,  so  that 
their  places  may  be  filled  by  men  capable  of  per- 
forming active  duty. 

The  board  further  represents  that  there  are  at 
present  connected  with  the  Police  Department 
and  paid  out  of  the  police  appropriation  two  (2) 
lieutenants  on  duty  as  assistant  messengers  at 
City  Hal'.  The  duties  performed  by  those  officers 
seem  to  be  such  as  belong  to  the  City  Messenger's 
Department,  and  in  no  sense  police  duties.  The 
two  (2)  lieutenants  are  in  reality  assistants  to  the 
City  Messenger,  and  he  should  appoint  and  con- 
trol them  as  he  ao>v  appoints  and  controls  his 
other  assistants. 

The  Police  Department  requires  the  active  ser- 
vices of  all  its  officers.    The  two  (2)  lieutenants  in 


question  are,  under  the  ordinances,  required  to 
be  on  duty  at  City  Hall. 

The  board  recommends  that  the  ordinances  be 
so  changed  that  this  restriction  be  stricken  out, 
and  that  the  persons  performing  the  duties  now 
performed  by  Lieutenants  "Winn  and  Tracy  be 
under  the  charge  of  the  City  Messenger,  as  his 
assistants,  and  paid  out  of  the  appropriation  for 
his  department. 

In  view  of  the  long-continued  and  faithful  ser- 
vices of  Lieutenants  Winn  and  Tracy,  the  board 
would  suggest  that,  whatever  may  be  done  in  the 
premises,  measures  be  taken  to  prevent  them  for- 
feiting any  rights  they  may  have  as  to  the  Police 
Relief  Fund,  or  pensions,  or  otherwise  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Police  Department. 

The  board  further  represents  that  under  the  or- 
dinance establishing  the  Police  Commission  five 
(5)  special  sergeants  are  allowed  for  duty  at  police 
headquarters  at  City  Hall.  Two  (2)  of  these  act 
simply  as  messengers,  whose  places  could  most 
properly  be  filled  by  patrolmen  the  same  as 
the  Messenger's  position  at  the  office  of  the 
Board  of  Police  Commissioners.  The  position  is 
one  much  easier  to  fill  than  that  of  a  patrolman 
ou  active  duty,  and  there  is  no  good  reason  why 
extra  rank  and  pay  should  be  attached  to  it.  As 
in  case  of  lieutenants  mentioned  above,  the  de- 
partment absolutely  requires  the  services  of  one 
at  least  of  these  sergeants  elsewhere. 

The  board  therefore  recommends  that  the  ordi- 
nances be  so  changed  that  these  sergeants  shall 
be  made  sergeants  for  general  service. 

In  the  revised  ordinances  now  awaiting  the  ac- 
tion of  the  City  Council  this  board  finds  a  new 
office  created— that  of  Inspector  of  Claims.  For 
some  time  past  a  patrolman  has  been  detailed  to 
look  up  evidence  in  cases  of  accident  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims.  The  duties  pertormed  by  him 
are  not  police  duties,  but  seem  properly  to  lelong 
to  the  Law  Department.  His  only  connection 
with  the  Police  Department  is  to  report  to  it 
daily  and  be  paid  by  it. 

The  position  is  one  which  many  patrol- 
men could  fill  and  would  gladly  accept, 
as  its  dutie*  are  performed  entirely  in 
the  day  time  and  for  only  six  days 
in  the  week,  while,  as  a  general  rule,  other  mem- 
bers of  the  department  are  on  duty  every  day  of 
the  week. 

The  board,  therefore,  would  suggest  the  advisa- 
bility of  attaching  the  office  to  the  Law  Depart- 
ment, making  the  incumbent  a  special  police 
officer,  which  would  give  him  all  necessary 
powers,  to  be  paid  for  out  of  its  appropriation, 
or,  if  that  cannot  be  done,  to  leave  it  as  at  pres- 
ent, to  be  filled  by  a  patrolman. 

The  board  would  further  request  that  measures 
be  taken  to  carry  out  the  recommendations  made 
in  its  last  annual  report  in  regard  to  the  Harbor 
Master  and  the  City  Prison,  and  twice  indorsed 
by  his  Honor  the  Mayor  in  his  annual  address. 

The  above  changes  are  proposed  by  the  board 
after  mature  consideration  of"  the  needs  of  the 
department.  They  will  tend  to  simplify  the  or- 
ganization, to  cut  off  some  of  the  duties  per- 
formed by  it  which  properly  belong  to  other  de- 
paitments,  and  which  now  swell  the  appropria- 
tion for  and  the  number  of  men  connected  with 
the  department,  without  correspondingly  increas- 
ing its  efficiency  as  far  as  police  business  is  con- 
cerned. Henry  Walker,  Chairman. 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Police.  Sent 
down. 

TELEGRAPH     WIRE     FOR     PUBLIC      INSTITUTIONS. 

Alderman  Viles  presented  the  following  : 
Office  of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  ) 
Public  Institutions, 

Boston,  Feb.  21, 1881.  ) 
To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the 
City  of  Boston :  Gentlemen— The  Board  of  Direc- 
tors for  Public  Institutions  respectfully  repre- 
sent that  they  ate  informed  that  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners  propose  to  discontinue 
the  use  of  the  telegraph  poles  on  Warren  street 
between  Quincy  street  and  Blue  Hill  avenue.  The 
telegraph  line  to  Austin  Farm  belonging  to  this 
Board  is  placed  upon  these  poles,  and  the  direc- 
tors have  arranged  for  their  purchase  from  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  and  now  respect- 
fully request  the  Board  of  Aldermen  that  the 
board  of  directors  be  authorized  to  maintain 
these  poles  along  the  aforesaid  route. 
For  the  Board  of  Directors. 

Clinton  Viles. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 
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PERMITS     FOR     STEAM     ENGINES. 

Alderman  Wbitten  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines: 

Reports,  that  leave  be  granted,  on  the  usual 
condition,  on  petitions  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
steam  engines  as  follows: 

Horatio  G.  Hall,  to  erect  new  stationary  steam 
engine  and  boiler  at  155-169  Beach  street;  V* .  G. 
Preston,  to  locate  and  use  stationary  steam  en- 
gine in  the  Mason  building  on  Liberty  square. 

Severally  accepted. 

PAY  ALLOWED  DECEASED  OFFICER. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order— That  the  sum 
of  $44.65  be  paid  to  the  widow  of  the  late  John 
ST.  Devereux,  being  an  amount  equivalent  to  the 
balance  of  his  salary  to  March  1,  1881 ;  and  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts  is  hereby  instructed  to 
charge  the  same  to  the  appropriation  for  the  de- 
partment of  weights  and  measures.  Passed.  Sent 
down. 

SUPPRESSION  OF  VICE. 

Alderman  Viles  presented  the  following: 

To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  City  Council  of 
Boston— The  undersigned,  constituting  the  Exec- 
utive Committee  of  the  New  England  Society  for 
the  iSuppression  of  Vice,  as  well  as  other  citizens 
interested,  desire  to  call  your,attention  to  the  fol- 
lowing facts: 

That  there  are  exposed  to  open  view,  in  many 
places  in  the  city  of  Boston,  large  numbers  of  im- 
modest pictures,  newspapers,  prints,  and  photo- 
graphs; 

That  many  of  these  are  illustrative  of  scenes  of 
crime  and  vice,  described  at  length  in  sensational 
language; 

That  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  natural 
and  uece-sary  influence  of  such  pictures  and  pe- 
riodicals is  to  excite  and  feed  the  lowest  animal 
instincts  and  passions,  and  that  therefore  they 
belong  to  the  class  prohibited  by  our  statutes,  as 
"manifestly  tending  to  corrupt  the  morals  of 
youth"; 

That  these  things  are  done  in  violation  both  of 
the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth, to  the  shame  ana  distress  of  all  good  citi- 
zens and  to  the  peril  of  their  children; 

That  we  are  advised  that  in  Lowell,  and  in  some 
other  cities,  the  sale  of  the  more  objectionable 
papers  has  been  explicitly  prohibited  and  effectu- 
ally stopped;  and  we  believe  that  similar  action 
should  be  taken  here. 

Wherefore  we  pray  your  honorable  body  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  may  tend  to  check  this 
evil;  and  if  it  shall  seem  to  you  that  additional 
facts  and  arguments  are  needed  as  a  basis  of  ju- 
dicious and  vigorous  action,  we  ask  for  a  bearing 
upon  this  important  subject. 

Signed  by  Frederic  B.  Allen  and  many  others. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Police. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  and  Order,  That  permission  be  granted 
to  George  A.  Simmons  to  close  the  sidewalk  in 
front  of  his  premises  on  Cedar  street,  Roxbury, 
against  public  travel  until  the  season  shall  have 
been  so  far  advanced  as  to  permit  the  re- 
building of  the  retaining  wall  in  front  of  said 
premises,  which  is  now  in  unsafe  condition  and 
liable  to  fall.    Order  passed. 

Schedules  of  cost  of  sidewalks  and  edgestones 
In  sundry  streets,  with  orders  for  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  the  proportionate  part  thereof. 
Orders  severally  passed. 

Oraered,  That  $1.15  be  and  the  same  is  here- 
by abated  from  the  amount  assessed  Frank  Kee- 
nan  for  edgestones  on  Dover  street,  said  abate- 
ment being  for  over-assessment  through  an  error 
in  measurement. 

Ordered,  That  the  edgestone  assessment  of 
$12.90  on  Converse  &  Stan  wood,  No.  11  Jess  street, 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  abated,  and  the  saia 
amount  of  $12.90  is  hereby  assessed  on  Ruth  H. 
Ingersoll  lor  edgestones  in  front  of  said  No.  11 
Jess  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  $24.18  assessed  to 
Arthur  H.  O'Neil  for  sidewalk  on  EaBt  Eighth 
street,  corner  of   Knowlton  street,  be,   and  the 


same  is  hereby  abated;  and  the  said  amount  of 
$24.18  is  hereby  assessed  on  William  MacKenzie, 
or  person  or  persons  unknown,  for  sidewalk  in 
front  of  said  estate  on  East  Eighth  street. 
Severally  passed. 

ASSESSORS'  DEPARTMENT. 

The  following  (Document  30)  was  received: 

assessors'  Office,  City  Hall,  i 
Boston,  Feb.  18,  1881.  ] 

To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston— In 
consequence  of  increased  duties  placed  upon  us 
by  the  new  "Registration  Bill,"  requiring  us  to 
publish  in  book  form  (107)  one  hundred  and  seven 
precinct  lists  of  assessed  polls  (thirty  copies  each), 
also  the  extra  duty  of  assessing  some  fifteen 
thousand  persons  for  school-book  tax,  and  the 
division  of  some  nine  thousand  poll  taxes,  our 
expenses  have  increased  beyond  our  estimates  of 
Feb.  18,  1880— 

Say,  have  paid  out  extra  clerical  work  for  print- 
ing     8900 

Say,  have  paid  out  assessing  school  tax 1,200 

Say,  have  paid  out  dividing  nine  thousand  polls      300 

And  w  e  shall  require  a  further  sum  of 82,400 

twenty-four  hundred  dollars  to  carry  us  through 
the  present  financial  year  ending  30th  of  April, 
1881.  Respectfully, 

For  the  Board  of  Assessors, 

Benjamin  Ccshing,  Secretary. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance.  Sent  down, 

PUBLIC    INSTITUTIONS. 

Alderman  Viles  presented  the  following: 

Office  of  the  Board  »f  Directors) 
for  Publio  Institutions, 

Boston,  Feb.  14, 1881.    ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  Boston : 
Gentlemen— The  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  In- 
stitutions respectfully  inform  the  City  Council 
that  the  appropriation  lor  erecting  the  new 
buildings  for  pauper  and  neglected  chil- 
dren at  Marcella-street  Home  has  been  ex- 
hausted. The  appropriation  of  $82,900  for  these 
buildings  has  been  expended  or  contracted  for  as 
follows,  viz. : 

Blasting  and  excavating  for  foundation 81,215.75 

Mason's  contract  and  extra  work 47,507.26 

Carpenter's  contract  and  extra  work 21,928.49 

Bills  paid 881,220.32 

Blllsdue 11,940.20 

893 ,160.52 

Appropriations 882,900.00 

Balance  required  to  pay  the  bills  and  con- 
tracts now  due .810,260  52 

In  addition,  there  will  be  required  for  car- 
penter's work.casing  bath  tubs  and  stairs, 
and  other  miscellaneous  work  required  to 
place  the  building  in  condition  to  tie  occu- 
pied      8739.48 

Making  the  total  amount  necessary  to  be 
appropriated  for  the  completion    of  the 

building 8H.000.00 

The  Directors  respectfully  suggest  that  inas- 
much as  there  will  probably  be  an  unexpended 
balance  of  appropriation  for  the  House  of  Indus- 
try of  $9000,  and  for  the  House  of  Correction  of 
$2000,  the  amount  required  can  be  transferred 
from  these  appropriations. 

Very  respectfully, 

Samuel  Little,  President. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance.  Sent  down. 
decoration   day. 

Alderman  Haldeman  presented  an  invitation 
from  the  Suffolk  County  posts,  G.  A.  R.,  for  the 
City  Council  to  participate  in  the  parade  on  Deco- 
ration Day. 

Alderman  Haldeman— This  Board  has  already 
accepted  an  invitation  to  be  present  at  the  ser- 
vices in  Tremont  Temple,  but  this  is  lor  the  pa- 
rade which  precedes  the  services.  As  this  is  a 
celebration  by  the  posts  of  the  city  of  Boston,  it 
is  eminently  proper  that  the  City  Government  be 
represented  on  the  occasion. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Haldeman  the  invita- 
tion was  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Tucker. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

FEBRUARY   24,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Andrew  J. 
Bailey,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FKOM  THE  BOAKD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Report,  no  action  necessary,  on  the  petition  of 
Asa  P.  Potter  and  others,  that  more  care  be  given 
to  the  planting  of  trees  on  Commonwealth  ave- 
nue.   Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  ot  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
Margaret  Leary  for  damages  on  account  of  defect 
in  Blossom  street.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
"William  W.  Webster,  to  be  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries received  at  corner  of  Haymarket  square 
and  Cross  street.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  the  widow  of  John  N.  Devereaux 
$44.65,  being  an  amount  equivalent  to  the  bal- 
ance of  his  salary  to  March  1.  Read  twice  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whit- 
more  of  Ward  12,  and  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hopiug 
it  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 

Order  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Greeuough  of  Ward  9  and 
passed  in  concurrence. 

Invitation  to  participate  in  the  parade  of  the 
Suffolk  County  Association,  G.  A.  R  ,  on  Decora- 
tion Day.  Specially  assigned,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Mathews  of  "Ward  21,  to  the  first  meeting  in 
March. 

Proposed  amendment  to  the  ordinance  in  rela- 
tion to  Public  Library.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Ordinances  in  concurrence. 

Marcella-street  Home. 

Report  and  order  to  transfer  $8000,  within  the 
Puiilic  Institutions  appropriation,  to  the  appio- 
priation  for  Marcella-street  Home  Buildings. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  ot  Ward  12,  the  re- 
port arid  order  were  laid  on  the  table,  he  stating 
that  he  bad  a  substitute  which  he  desired  to  offer. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be  in- 
structed to  examine  and  report  the  reasons  for  a 
second  appropriation  in  excess  of  the  original  ap- 
propriation for  building  the  additions  to  the 
Marcella-street  Home. 

Mr.  Whitmore— 1  think  it  right  to  explain  to 
the  Council  why  I  offer  this  order.  The  Auditor's 
accounts  show  the  original  estimates  for  the  Mar- 
cella-street Home  buildings  was  $68,500,  as 
passed  last  year.  In  March  of  last  year  the  direc- 
tors came  in  and  asked  for  an  appropriation  of 
S17.900,  which  was  granted.  They  have  now  come 
in  and  asked  for  §8,000  more.  That  is  to  say, 
where  the  original  estimates  were  $68,500,  they 
have  got  nearly  $18,000  additional,  and  now  ask 
for  $11,000,  nearly  half  as  much  again.  From  the 
fact  that  I  am  on  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings, 1  am  in  a  position  to  assure  the  Council  titat 
it  is  riclit  and  proper  that  there  should  be  some 
explanation  of  the  increase  from  the  estimated 
original  cost.  It  seems  right  and  proper  that 
some  committee  should  call  the  City  Architect 
belore  them,  to  make  some  explanation  how  this 
money  has  been  spent.  I  hope  the  committee 
will  agree  with  me  and  require  the  committee  to 
report  back  the  facts. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23—1  understand  that  order 
from  the  Directors  lor  Public  Institutions  is 
right,  straight,  and  needed,  and  has  got  to  he 
paid.  1  don't  understand  that  referring  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  will  relieve  us 
Irom  making  this  appropriation.  I  have  no  doubt 
the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  are  as  capa- 
ble of  managing  those  institutions  as  any  com- 
mittee of  the  City  Council,  and  I  do  not  see  why 
it  should  be  referred  to  any  other  committee.  I 
am  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Insti- 
tutions, but,  of  course,  have  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  construction  of  the  Marcella-street 
Home.  But  there  are  some  members  of  this 
branch  who  are  members  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, and  I  should  like  theiu  to  make  some  expla- 
nation. The  request  tor  this  transfer  came  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  and  in 
was  unanimously  voted  to  recommend  that  the 
transfer  I  e  made. 

Mr.  Lautcn  of  Ward  14—1  would  like  to  ask 
what  the  estimates  ot   the   architect   were,  and 


whether  any  changes  have  been  marie  by  the  di- 
rectors without  tne  conseut  of  the  City  Archi- 
tect? 

Mr.  Whitmore — The  gentleman  from  Ward  23 
seems  to  entirely  misconceive  the  object  of  this 
inquiry.  It  is  exactly  for  the  reason  that,  thoueh 
lie  was  on  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions, 
it  was  none  of  his  business  to  look  into  this  mat- 
ter. The  proper  committee  to  do  that  is  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings,  which  has  charge  of 
the  City  Architect's  department.  As  is  well 
known,  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  committee 
in  December  of  last  year.  In  the  discussion  on 
the  Court  House  qrestion  Alderman  Slade  took 
occasion  to  bring  it  up.  Although  I  have  made 
myself  personally  somewhat  acquainted  with  the 
facts,  yet  I  do  not  think  it  is  right  to  ask  the 
Council  to  take  my  statement;  but  it  is  right  and 
proper  to  have  a  report  from  the  pruper  commit- 
tee, and  that  committee  is  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings,  who  have  chaige  of 
that  department,  and  can  easily  obtain  the  facts 
and  report  them.  In  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  14— The  City  Architect  shows  me  by  his  let- 
ter hook  that  the  original  estimate  was  $65,000 
and  the  Directors  added  about  $3500  for  fitting  up 
the  building,  which  was  calculated  to  cover  the 
whole  cost.  They  came  in  last  March  and  got 
$17,900,  which  was  put  to  their  credit,  and  they 
have  spent  that;  and  now  they  come  in  and  ask 
for  $8000  more,  making  nearly  fifty  per  cent  of 
the  original  cost.  I  uo  not  wish  to  state  that 
there  is  any  blame  to  be  attached  to  anybody,  but 
we  ought  to  know  why  it  is,  and  the  only  way  to 
do  that  is  to  inquire  of  the  City  Architect.  Of 
course  he  cannot  be  summoned  here  to  give  evi- 
dence, but  the  proper  committee  to  ascertaiu 
the  facts  is  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
Through  them  we  can  get  the  true  inwardness  of 
this  matter. 

Mr.  Brown — I  want  to  state  that  I  have  un- 
bounded confidence  in  the  capacity  of  the  Direc- 
tors for  Public  Institutions  to  erect  those  build- 
ings, and  I  do  not  believe  any  committee  of  this 
City  Government  could  do  it  any  better,  or  re- 
duce the  expense  in  any  way.  I  believe  the 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
on  the  part  of  this  Council,  it  called  upon,  will 
vote  and  speak  in  honor  and  in  favor  of  the  man- 
agement of  the  institutions  As  long  as  this  mat- 
ter is  before  us  in  a  square  shape,  has  been  ap- 
proved by  every  member  ot  the  Committee  on 
Public  institutions,  and  been  passed  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  I  hope  the  order  will  be  passed  and 
the  buildings  completed,  as  in  my  opinion  no 
committee  can  make  any  change  in  the  amount 
of  money,  or  find  any  leak  in,  or  discrepancy  in, 
the  performance  of  the  duty  by  their  Directors. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  1—1  do  not  think  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  suggests  that  there  will 
be  found  any  leak  or  discrepancy  in  this  mat- 
ter, nor  do  I  suppose  he  intends  to  evade  the  pay- 
ment of  this  money,  which  I  presume  we  have  got 
to  pay,  for,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  23 
knows,  it  comes  from  the  Finance  Committee  to 
be  passed  tonight.  But  I  do  not  see  why  it  will 
do  any  harm  to  get  a  little  explanation  on  this 
subject.  When  they  came  in  and  asked  for  the 
first  extra  amount  of  money,  I  think  it  was  a  year 
ago  last  December,  and  I  asked  the  reason  why 
they  wanted  all  that  extra  money,  it  was  referred 
to  a  committee,  and  kept  in  that  committee  all 
the  rest  ot  the  year,  and  then  they  came  in  again 
and  asked  for  this  extra  sum.  I  understand  that 
it  is  to  meet  changes  in  the  plans  after  the  con- 
tracts were  made.  If  it  is  so,  I  should  like  to 
know  u,  I  do  not  know  by  what  authority  they 
did  it.  I  do  not  see  any  reason  why  it  should  n't 
go  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  get 
the  facts.  Twenty-eight  thousand  dollars  is  a 
large  sum  of  money  to  add  to  an  appropriation.  I 
think  it  will  do  no  harm  to  have  the  facts  come 
out. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25— Being  a  member  of  the 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions  I  am  sorry  I  can- 
not give  the  information  desired  by  the  gentle- 
men from  Wards  12  and  9.  This  building  was 
erected  before  I  became  a  member  of  that  board, 
and  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  contracts 
and  the  plans.  This  matter  was  brought  before 
the  directors  at  our  last  meeting, and  it  was  voted 
to  ask  for  this  appropriation.  It  is  takeu  from 
the  regular  appropriation  lor  Public  Institutions, 
and  is  merely  a  transfer,  and  there  is  nothing 
extra  asked  for  from  the  City  Government.  It 
has  been  examined  by  the  Finance  Committee, 
and  it  seems  to  me  if  there  had  been  anything 
wrong  in  it  they  would  have  found  it  out.    1  un 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


derstand  that  as  soon  as  the  weather  is  favorable 
it  is  intended  to  remove  the  pauper  girls  from 
Deer  Island;  it  is  necessary  to  complete  the  build- 
ings on  that  account.  Perhaps  its  lying  over  a 
week  will  not  delay  the  matter  a  great  deal,  and 
if  gentlemen  are  so  desirious  of  obtaining  the 
facts,  I  do  not  think  the  directors  will  object  to 
the  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14 — I  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  is  entirely  correct,  and  that  the  or- 
der ought  to  pass.  I  have  heard  it  trom  reliable 
quarters  that  changes  were  made  in  those  build- 
ings without  the  consent  of  the  City  Architect, 
and  were  unnecessarily  made.  I  think  we  should 
get  at  the  facts,  and  that  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Whitinore  moved  a 
reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost.    Sent  up. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

Order  to  arrange  a  celebration  of  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  in  the  Charles- 
town  District,  and  for  an  expenditure  for  that 
purpose  of  the  income  of  the  Foss  and  Babcock 
funds  and  $1000  additional.  Passed — yeas  59,  nays 
0;  and  Messrs.  Dudley  of  Ward  4,  Mullett  of  Ward 
5,  and  Harding  of  Ward  3  were  appointed  on  the 
committee.    Sent  up. 

IRISH  .AFFAIRS. 

The  Council  took  up  the  special  assignment  for 
8  P.  M.,  viz.,  resolve,  with  proposed  substitute, 
relative  to  the  invitation  to  attend  the  recent 
meeting  in  Faneuil  Hall  on  the  subject  of  Irish 
affairs.  Said  substitute  is  in  printed  Citv  Doc. 
No.  29. 

The  question  was  upon  the  adoption  of  the  sub- 
stitute offered  by  Mr.  Whitmore. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  wish  merely  to  state  the  posi- 
tion in  which  this  matter  stand3  before  the  Coun- 
cil. It  will  be  remembered  that  an  invitation  was 
sent  to  the  City  Council  to  attend  the  meeting  in 
Faneuil  Hall  to  express  American  sentiment  in 
regard  to  Irish  affairs,  was  accepted  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  and  sent  down  for  the  concurrence 
of  this  branch.  In  the  first  place  the  Council 
passed  the  substitute  ottered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10,  but  later  in  the  evening  a  reconsid- 
eration was  moved  and  carried,  but  unfortunately 
by  an  error  in  tbe  count  it  was  stated  the  other 
way.  The  result  was  that  no  answer  was  returned 
to  the  parties  who  invited  us  to  the  meeting,  and 
the  matter  came  before  us  again  at  the  next 
meeting  as  unfinished  business.  Under  those  cir- 
cumstances it  became  necessary  to  return  a  differ- 
ent answer  from  what  we  otherwise  would.  Hav- 
ing lost  the  opportunity  to  make  a  suitable  an- 
swer, and  as  it  was  the  fault  of  the  majority 
that  it  was  lost,  I  went  so  far  as  to  offer  these  res- 
olutions to  express  the  sentiments  of  this  body. 
If  any  member  of  this  body  is  desirous  of  not 
voting  on  this  subject  I  hope  he  will  not  attribute 
any  blame  to  those  who  favored  accepting  the  in- 
vitation, but  will  lay  it  all  to  the  desire  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10,  who  wished  to  act  dif- 
ferently in  his  official  capacity  from  what  he  did 
in  his  private  capacity,  and  also  to  an  unfortu- 
nate error,  which  I  am  happy  to  say  infrequently 
happens.  If  the  resolutions  are  not  in  proper 
form  of  course  they  can  be  amended. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  ordering  the  main 
question. 

The  Council  refused  to  order  the  main  question 
— yeas  26,  nays  36. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Beal,  Brlmbecom.  Brown,  Child, 
H.  Clapp,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell,  Ford, 
Freeman,  Gove,  Greenough,  Hagar,  Hart,  Hilton, 
Hosley,  Huntress,  P.  Morrison,  Pope,  Pray,  Ros- 
nosky,  Swan,  Wakefield,  Wharton,  Wheeler— 26. 

Nays— Messrs.  Barry,  Bartlett,  Bigelow,  Bowker, 
Bovle,  Conlin,  Conoell,  Costello,  Cotton,  Cronin, 
Daly,  Dana,  Devlin,  J.  Dolierty,  C.  F.  Doherty, 
Fitzpatrick,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Mathews,  McCor- 
mick,  J.  A.  McLauehlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  Mc- 
Namara,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Murphy,  Parkman, 
Powers,  Pratt,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Smith,  Teevan, 
Walsh,  Welch,  Whitmore,  Williams— 36. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  H.  B.  Clapp,  Den- 
ney,  Fi«k,  Gomez,  Harding,  Maguire,  Means, 
Mullett,  Vlles— 9. 

The  question  then  came  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  substitute. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— In  looking  over  the 
resolutions,  it  seems  to  me  they  do  not  have  any- 


thing to  do  with  matters  which  generally  come 
within  the  province  of  this  Council.  For  instance, 
the  first  resolution  reads  that  every  nation  "has  a 
right  to  form  for  itself  such  form  of  government 
as  may  seem  best  calculated  to  advance  those 
ends  for  which  all  governments  are  in  theory 
established."  I  do  not  see  by  what  interpreta- 
tion of  the  laws  defining  the  powers  of  the 
Common  Council  we  have  anything  to  say  about 
what  form  of  government  nations  shall  form  for 
themselves.  It  is  not  what  we  are  sent 
here  for.  If  we  are  to  begin  making  reso- 
lutions of  this  kind,  why  should  n't  we 
extend  them  indefinitely.  We  might  resolve  that 
the  present  war  in  South  America  is  simply  a 
butchery,  and  that  the  war  m  Africa  deserves 
our  sympathy.  I  move  that  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  resolutions  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  de- 
clared carried. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  doubted  the  vote, 
and  on  his  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered. The  resolutions  were  indefinitely  post- 
poned—yeas 34,  nays  27: 

Yeas  —  Messrs.  Bartlett,  Beal,  Brimbecom 
Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  Dana,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Era 
ery,  Farwell,  Ford,  Freeman,  Gove,  Greenough 
Hagar,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Huntress,  Lauten 
Lovell,  Mathews,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P.  Morrison 
Parkman,  Pratt,  Pray,  Smith,  Swan,  Wakefield 
Wharton,  Wheeler,  Williams— 34. 

Nays — Messrs.  Barry,  Bowker,  Boyle,  Conlin 
Connell,  Costello,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Daly,  Devlin, 
J.  Doherty,  Fitzpatrick,  McCormick,  j.  A.  Mo 
Laughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Murphy, 
Pope,  Powers,  Quiglev,  Rogers,  Rosuosky, Teevan, 
Walsh,  Welch,  Whitmore— 27. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Bigelow,  H.  B. 
Clapp,  Denney,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Fisk,  Gomez,  Hard 
ing,  Maguire,  Means,  Mullett,  Viles— 11. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  a  reconsideration  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost 

APPROPRIATION     FOR    ASSESSORS'     DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Child  presented  City  Doc.  No.  --,  being  a  re- 
quest of  the  Board  of  Assessors  for  an  additional 
appropriation. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  raised  the  point  of 
order  that  it  did  not  comply  with  the  166th  joint 
rule,  in  that  it  did  not  give  the  details  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  original  appropriation. 

The  President  ruled  the  point  well  taken,  and 
refused  to  receive  the  document. 

Mr.  Child  said  the  document  was  handea  to  him 
to  be  presented  as  coming  from  the  Board  of  As- 
sessors, and  he  knew  nothing  about  it  except 
what  it  said. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Child  further  consideration  of 
the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  8%  o'clock. 

SCHOOL  EXPENDITURES. 

There  came  down  for  concurrence  the  accept- 
ance of  minority  report  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, recommending  the  rejection  of  an  order 
reported  by  the  majority  of  said  committee  for 
certain  transfers  from  the  Reserved  Fund  to  ap- 
propriations for  the  School  Department. 

Specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  8 
P.  M. 

PETITIONS. 

Petition  of  City  Point  Improvement  Associa- 
tion, that  the  City  Forester  be  empowered  and 
requested  to  see  that  the  trees  in  South  Boston 
be  kept  in  good  condition,  and  that  many  new 
ones  be  set  out  this  coming  spring.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Common  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten 
of  Ward  14.    Sent  up. 

BADGES. 

Mr.  Connell  of  Ward  20  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  committee  appointed  to  procure  badges  for 
the  members   of   the  Common   Council,  having 
attended  to  the  duty  assigned,  respectfully  report 
that  the  badges  are  now  ready  for  distribution. 
For  the  Committee, 

Joseph  P.  Connell,  Chairman. 
Accepted. 

first  assistant  assessors. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  ou   the   Assessors'  Department 
respectfully  recommend  the  election  of  the  ful- 
lowing-nanied  persons  for  First  Assistant  Assess- 
ors: 
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Andrew  J.  Browne, 
Michael  D.Collins, 
George  A.  Coniins, 
William  H.  Cundy, 
Louis  Congdon, 
Robert  Culbert, 
Hiram  E.  Felcb, 
Richard  J.  Fennelly, 
Joseph  R.  Grose, 
Jobn  H.  Giblin, 
Clark  D.  Garey, 
John  H.  Giiggs, 
Samuel  B.  Kroginan 
William  B.  Long, 
John  J.  Murphy, 


John  H.  Duane, 
Joseph  L.  Drew, 
William  W.  Dromey, 
Constant  F.  Drurv, 
Edward  B.  Daily, 
William  J.  Ellis, 
John  Pierce, 
Henry  Pierce, 
George  D.  Ricker, 
George  A.  Shaw, 
William  N.  Starrett, 
William  B.  Smart, 
Jobn  B.  Shea, 
William  A.  Wheeler, 
George  W.  Warren, 


George  S.  Pendergast,      Alfred  J.  Woodbury, 
W'lliam  Parkman. 

For  the  Committee, 

Dudley  R.  Child. 

Mr.  Child— In  presenting  this  report,  I  desire 
to  say  on  my  own  behalf  and  on  behalf  of  Mr. 
Bigelow  of  Ward  25,  of  the  committee,  that  the 
nominations  thereby  made  are  the  result  of  a 
majority  vote  of  ihe  Committee  on  Assessors'  De- 
partment. It  seems  to  have  become  the  custom 
for  this  committee  to  submit  the  names  which 
receive  the  majority  of  votes  as  the  nominees  of 
the  committee,  and" on  this  ground  we  have  con- 
cluded not  to  make  a  minority  report.  But  we 
wish  it  understood  that  we  cannot  support  the 
full  list  as  nominated,  for  several  reasons,  which 
I  will  not  take  the  time  of  the  Council  to  state  at 
the  present  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Child  further  consideration 
of  tlie  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  8V4  o'clock  P.  M. 

SUPERINTENDENTS  OF  BRIDGES. 
Mr.  Hilton  of  Ward  5  submitted  the  following: 
The  joint  snecial  committee  appoioted  to  nomi- 
nate Superintendents  of   Bridges   would  respect- 
fully recommend  the  election   of  the  following- 
named  persons: 

For  Superintendent  of  Federal-street  Bridge, 
Jacob  Tv'orris. 

For  Superintendent  of  Dover-street  Bridge- 
John  F.  Desmond. 

For  Superintendent  of  Chelsea  street  Bridge- 
John  Gill. 

For  Superintendent  of  Charles  River  Bridge— 
Henrv  A.  Bolan. 

For  Superintendent  of  Warren  Bridge— Charles 
H.  Marple. 

For  Superintendent  of  Maiden  Bridge— John 
Howard. 

For  Superintendent  of  Broadway  Bridge— John 
C.  Poole. 

For  Superintendent  of  Mt.  Washington-avenue 
Bridee— Daniel  J.  Holland. 

For  Superintendent  of  Meridian-street  Bridge- 
George  Morrison. 

For  Superintendent  of  Congress-street  Bridge- 
Matthew  J.  Callahan. 

For  the  Committee, 

John  P.  Hilton. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  m<Wed  to  suspend 
the  rule  so  as  to  proceed  to  an  election. 

Mr.    Wharton   ot  Ward   11   hoped   the  matter 
would  take  tbe  usual  eourse. 
Mr.  Wheeler  agreed  with  Mr.  Wharton. 
Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13  had  heard  no  objection 
to  the  names,  and  favored  suspending  tbe  rule. 

.Mr.  Wharton  said  ha  made  the  reasonable  re- 
quest for  a  week  to  consider  the  names.  He  could 
not  pass  upon  them  at  present. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  withdrew  the  motion  and  the 
election  went  over. 

POWEES  OF  THE  CITY  COUNCIL. 
Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  follow- 
ing (City  Doc.  31): 

Report  of  Committee  on  Judiciary  Relating  to  the 
Powers  of  the  City  Council. 
In  Common  Council,  Feb.  24, 1881. 
The  Committee  on  Judiciary   beg  leave  to  rep- 
resent that  the  following  orders  of  this  branch 
were  referred  to  them  as  a  part  of  the  unfinished 
business  of  last  year,  namely: 

"IN  Common  Council,  Dec.  30,  1880. 
"Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
obtain  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  on  the 
power  of  the  City  Council  of  one  year  to  provide 
lor  tbe  appointment  of  committees  of  the  two 
branches,  and  delegate  to  them  powers  granted 
by  the  Legislature  to  tbe  city,  so  as  to  bind  lbe 
City  Councils  of  subsequent  years. 

Harvey  N.  Shei'Abd,  President." 


"In  Common  Council,  Dec.  30, 1880. 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  City  So- 
licitor upon  the  rights  of  the  Common  Council  in 
the  matter  of  the  assignment  of  rooms  111  tbe  pub- 
lic buildings,  and  also  in  regard  to  any  other  mat- 
ter affected  by  his  opinion,  as  read  at  the  meeting 
of  Dec.  23.  Haevey  N.  Shepabd, 

President." 
In  accordance  with  the  instructions  contained 
in  said  orders,  the  commitcee  waited  upon  the 
City  Solicitor  for  his  views  upon  the  subjects 
therein  contained,  and  hereby  submit  a  report  of 
tbe  conference.  Inasmuch  as  the  ground  is  so 
well  covered  in  the  report,  the  committee  have 
no  special  recommendations  to  make. 
For  the  Committee, 

William  H.  Whitmoee, 

Chairman. 

Conference  Between  the  Judiciary  Committee  and 
the  City  Solicitor,  Feb.  19,  1881. 
Q.— The  city  charter,  section  38,  reads  as  fol- 
lows: "The  City  Council  may  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment or  election  of  all  necessary  officers  for 
the  good  government  of  said  city,  not  otherwise 
provided  for,  and  may  prescribe  their  duties  and 
fix  their  compensation."  Section  39  reads  as  fol- 
lows: "The  City  Council  shall  have  the  care  and 
superintendence  of  the  public  buildings,  and  the 
care,  custody  and  management  of  all  property  of 
the  city,  with  power  to  lease  or  sell  the  same,  ex- 
cept the  Common  and  Faneuil  Hall;  and  the  said 
City  Council  shaM  have  power  to  purchase  prop- 
erty, real  or  personal, in  the  name  and  for  the  use 
of  the  city  whenever  its  interests  or  convenience 
may  in  their  judgment  requive  it."  Is  it  your 
opinion  that  the  City  Council  may  elect  such 
necessary  officers  for  the  good  government  of 
said  city  to  hold  office  for  one  year  and  until 
their  successors  are  appointed,  if  thereby  such 
term  would  continue  beyond  the  calendar  year  of 
the  City  Council  electing  them? 

A. — I  tnink  the  Citv  Council  may  appoint  or 
elect  such  necessary  officers  for  a  term  as  above 
specified,  even  if  thereby  such  officers  would  hold 
over  into  the  succeeding  year.  This  would  be  a 
matter  of  reasonable  exercise  of  the  power  in  or- 
der that  there  should  be  no  interregnum  in  the 
carrying  on  of  the  necessary  business  of  the  city, 
but  tbe  succeeding  City  Government  would  clear- 
ly have  the  right  to  discharge  such  officer  af  ttr 
coming  into  power;  and,  moreover,  if  the  election 
shoulii  take  place  at  so  late  a  date  in  the  munici- 
pal year  as  to  be  evidently  a  reaching  over  for  the 
purpose  of  controlling  the  succeeding  City  Gov- 
ernment, such  an  appointment  might  be  invalid 
on  that  account.  It  is  one  of  those  things  where 
you  cannot  draw  an  exact  line,  and  say  you  can 
come  here  and  cannot  go  any  farther.  You  can- 
not have  everything  begin  and  close  with  the 
municipal  year,  which  is  tbe  calendar  year.  The 
powers  of  the  City  Council  must  be  exercised 
reasonably. 

Q.— In  regard  to  these  subordinate  officers  an- 
nually   appointed,    like   the    superintendents   of 
departments,  must  their  duties   be  defined  an- 
nually? 
A.— Yes. 

Q.— You  mean  that  the  Council  of  this  year  can- 
not prescribe  by  ordinance  the  duties  of  any 
superintendent  to  extend  into  next  year? 

A. — Yes;  that  is,  not  so  as  to  encroach  upon  the 
rights  of  the  next  City  Council.  I  do  not  say  that 
those  officers  would  be  entirely  powerless,  for,  if 
you  did*",  there  would  be  an  interrgnujn. 

Q. — These  directions   in    the  form  of  an   ordi- 
nance are  not,  therefore,  more  binding  than  if 
passed  as  a  joint  order? 
A.— No. 

Q.—  The  power,  then,  of  the  City  Council  to  pro- 
vide for  the  appointment  or  election  of  such  offi- 
cers, and  to  prescribe  their  duties,  is  substan 
tially  a  power  to  do  so  only  for  a  year? 

A. — Yes,  except  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining 
the  municipal  machinery,  as  I  have  before  indi- 
cated. 

Q.— The  City  Council,  of  course,  has  tbe  power 
to  appoint  such  committees  ot  its  own  body  as  it 
may  think  fit? 
A.— Yes. 

Q.— Can  any  City  Council,  by  ordinance,  under- 
take to  prescribe  for  its  successors  what  commit- 
tees shall  be  appointed,  the  number  of  the  mem- 
bers, or  their  duties  ? 

A.— I  would  only  repeat  the  words  of  my  writ- 
ten opinion,  dated  Dec.  23, 1880,  which  are  as  fol- 
lows: "It  is  clear   that   when   power  is   given  by 
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statute,  as  in  the  city  charter,  to  he  exercised  by 
the  City  Council,  it  cannot  be  transferred  to  one 
bra-ach  of  the  City  Council  by  ordinance  or  order 
so  as  to  affect  any  government  of  the  city  other 
than  the  jne  which  passes  the  ordinance  or  or- 
der. The  City  Council  cannot  control  any  suc- 
ceeding council  in  the  appointment  of  commit- 
tees either  as  to  numbers  or  duties." 

Q. — Does  the  appointment  of  a  committee  give 
them  the  power  to  take  charge  of  the  department 
covered  by  their  title  and  to  exercise  a  general 
supervision  over  it  ? 

A.— I  think  not.  The  committee  are  appointed, 
but  by  merely  appointing  committees  you  do  not 
give  them  any  authority— the  authority  must  be 
given  by  separate  action. 

Q.— The  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  bad 
this  year  an  older  passed  by  the  City  Council  pro- 
viding that  they  should  take  charge  of  the  con- 
struction of  that  sewer,  and  be  authorized  to 
make  contracts,  etc.  Do  you  intend  to  sav  that 
the  Committees  on  Public  Lands,  Public  Build- 
ings, and  others,  must  have  substantially  the 
same  order  passed  ? 

A.— Yes. 

Q.— If  I  understand  you  rightly,  it  would  not 
only  be  proper,  but  is  imperative  duty  of  this  City 
Council  to  establish  for  the  present  year  joint  or- 
ders "providing  for  the  appointmeut  or  election 
of  subordinate  officers  and  prescribing  their  du- 
ties, and  also  joint  orders  establishing  joint  com- 
mittees and  prescribing  their  duties  and  pow- 
ers ?" 

A.— Yes,  I  think  so. 

Q.— Do  you  consider  that  the  election  of  As- 
sessors is  on  a  different  basis  from  that  of  city 
officers  generally? 

A.— Yes;  for  one  thing  they  are  State  officers, 
and  the  provision  of  "the  charter  giving  the 
Council  the  ri  .ht  to  fix  the  method  of  their  elec- 
tion iu  either  of  certain  specified  ways  seems 
also  to  take  them  into  a  different  class.  I  am  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  legal  to  elect  such 
officers  for  any  reasonable  term  exceeding  one 
year.  I  think  three  years  would  be  a  reasonable 
term,  though,  as  I  have  before  said,  I  cannot  un- 
dertake to  fix  precisely  what  longer  term  would 
be  reasonable  or  unreasonable.  1  therefore  pre- 
sume that  it  is  competent  for  any  City  Govern- 
ment to  pass  an  ordinance  establishing  the  terms 
of  Assessors  and  Assistant  Assessors  for  the 
period  of  three  years;  it  being  understood  that 
such  ordinance  may  be  repealed  by  any  succeed- 
ing City  Government. 

Q. — In  regard  to  other  officers,  do  you  think 
that  it  is  competent  to  elect  Record  Commission- 
ers for  the  term  of  five  years  ? 

A.— No;  they  should  be  appointed  annually,  if 
at  all. 

Q.— Do  you  think  it  competent  for  the  City 
Council  to  elect  Fire  Commissioners  for  a  period 
of  three  years,  or  a  Superintendent  of  Printing 
for  the  term  of  three  years? 

A.— No. 

Q. — Does  the  fact  that  such  appointments  have 
heretofore  been  maae  under  an  ordinance  make 
any  difference? 

A.— No.  The  City  Council  may  pass  an  ordi- 
nance to  control  its  actions  for  the  current  year; 
that  is,  it  may  adopt  that  form  of  action  instead 
of  an  order.  The  difference  between  an  ordi- 
nance and  an  order  is  not  very  great,  generally, 
except  in  one  particular — the  general  understand- 
ing is,  that  an  ordinance  is  perpetual  and  an  or- 
der dies  with  the  Government  that  adopts  it.  Or- 
ders and  ordinances  have  very  little  difference  in 
meaning  sometimes.  You  cannot  make  an  order 
an  ordinance  simply  by  calling  it  so.  It  depends 
upon  the  subject-matter  and  not  upon  its  bending. 

Q. — Do  you  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  re- 
move from  the  existing  ordinances  such  sections 
as  apparently  undertake  to  specify  the  duties  aud 
powers  of  committees  and  subordinate  officers 
which  are  not  properly  the  subject  of  ordi- 
nances ? 

A— Yes. 

Q.  — Have  you  considered  the  question  whether 
the  existing  ordinance  in  regard  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Sinking  Funds  is  legal? 

A. — I  do  not  remember  that  I  have.  I  should 
like  time  to  examine  into  the  matter. 

Q.— Should  not  the  regulations  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  departments  of  the  city,  and  of 
those  committees  in  charge  of  them,  be  provided 
for  each  year? 

A.— They  should. 

Q.— In  regard  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  and  the  ordinance  on  pace  539  of  our 


printed  statutes  and  ordinances,  will  you  state 
whether  it  was  competent  for  the  City  Council  to 
insert  the  clause,  "Under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen?" 

A.— I  have  already  stated  that  where  the  au- 
thority is  given  to  the  two  branches  of  the  City 
Council,  neither  can  divest  itself  of  the  responsi- 
bility and  confer  it  upon  the  other.  Moreover, 
if  it  could  have  been  done  by  a  joint  order  in  one 
year,  such  a  regulation  would  not  be  binding  on 
subsequent  City  Councils:  consequently,  whether 
or  not  it  was  valid  in  that  year,  it  should  not 
have  been  made  the  subject  of  an  ordinance,  aod 
is  not  binding  at  the  present  time. 

Q.— Whenever  powero  are  given  to  the  City 
Council,  and  they  appoint  a  joint  standing  com- 
mittee on  that  subject,  and  either  neglect  or  re- 
fuse to  give  them  any  instructions,  would  that 
committee  have  the  general  charge  of  the  mat- 
ters in  its  department? 

A.— No.  Several  years  ago  I  gave  an  opinion  in 
regard  to  a  supposed  power  of  committees  to  use 
and  expend  the  appropriations  for  their  depart- 
ments as  they  saw  fit,  that  they  had  no  such  pow- 
er. I  understand  that  no  committee  can  do  any- 
thing except  so  far  as  powers  are  distinctly  dele- 
gated to  it. 

Q.— Can  any  duties  be  delegated  to  a  committee 
except  by  an  annual  order?  Can  it  be  done  by 
an  ordinance,  unless  the  same  is  reeuacted  by 
each  succeeding  City  Government? 

A.— No.  If  tnat  were  so  the  City  Council  of  this 
year  could  control  and  govern  the  committees  of 
next  year.  They  must  exercise  their  powers  over 
their  committees  or  their  subordinate  officers  so 
as  not  to  encroach  upon  the  rights  of  their  suc- 
cessors. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  suggest  that,  though 
the  report  contains  no  orders.and  is  also  a  report 
from  a  committee  of  the  Common  Council,  yet  it 
affects  other  branches  of  the  City  Government, 
and  1  move  that  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  forward 
copies  of  the  report  to  the  heads  of  departments 
and  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  would  ask  if  the  City 
Solicitor  has  examined  this  report  since  the  meet- 
ing of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Certainly.  I  am  not  in  the 
habit  of  putting  forth  reports  of  conferences 
with  public  officers  without  their  having  seen 
them.  The  proof  was  read  to  the  City  Solicitor, 
otherwise  it  would  not  have  been  presented,  as 
the  gentleman  very  well  knows 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  prevailed. 

JOINT  RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Joint  Rules,  having  in  charge  the 
preparation  of  a  pocket  edition  of  the  rules,  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  including  in  such  edition 
a  calendar  and  diary  for  1882,  and  whether  it  will 
be  in  the  hands  of  members  of  the  Council  in  sea- 
son to  oe  useful  for  that  year. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— Perhaps  a  word  from 
me  may  be  proper,  I  being  one  of  the  Sub-Com- 
mittee on  Pocket-books.  We  have  been  delayed 
this  year  in  getting  out  'he  joint  rules,  and  the 
delay  is  partly  explained  by  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  submitted  this  even- 
ing, which  I  hope  everybody  will  read.  It  is  a 
short  report,  and  contains  a  great  deal  of  matter 
upon  which  we  are  going  to  have  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Joint  Rules  and  Orders.  We 
have  delayed  printing  the  joint  rules  because  we 
did  not  print  tbem  in  fragments.  The  pocket 
books  and  diaries  are  expected  daily,  and  will 
probably  be  in  the  hands  of  each  member  by  the 
next  meeting,  and  in  such  a  condition  that  tne 
Joint  Rules  and  Orders  can  be  put  in  when  print- 
ed. 

The  order  was  declared  rejected.  Mr.  Pratt 
doubted  the  vote,  and  the  Council  was  divided— 3 
for,  33  against. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  desire  to  give  notice 
that  at  the  next  meeting  I  shall  call  for  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Joint  Rules  aud  Orders. 
The  reason  I  give  this  notice  is  that  tne  explana- 
tion of  the  gentleman  of  that  committee- 
Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  raise  the  point 
of  order  that  there  is  no  quorum  present,  as  evi- 
denced  by  the  vote  just  taken. 

The  President — The  gentleman  is  too  late.  No- 
tice   of  it  should  have  been  taken  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  arose  for  that  purpose. 

The  President — The  gentleman  was  too  late. 
Mr.  Piatt  had  the  floor." 

Mr.  Pratt— The  explanation   of  the  gentleman 
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from  Ward  10  makes  it  evident  that  we  shall  have 
to  wait  for  some  time  f  jr  the  joint  rules  and  or- 
ders. Great  inconvenience  has  been  caused  al- 
ready by  not  having  copies  printed  of  the  joint 
rules  and  orders  adopted.  Although  the  order 
looking  to  a  reminder  of  the  committee  has  had 
its  full  effect,  yet  I  wish  to  express  for  myself— 
and  also  knowing  how  other  members  feel  about 
it -the  wish  that  we  shall  have  those  joint  rules, 
and  let  the  later  ones  be  printed  on  a  slip. 

PROPOSED  STBEET  EXTENSIONS. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  communication  from  the 
Hoard  of  Street  Commissioners,  favoring  the  ex- 
tension of  Harrison  avenue  from  Essex  street  to 
Bedford  street,  at  an  extimated  expense  of  $160,- 
000;  also  the  extension  of  D  street  over  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad  to  Dorchester  avenue,  at  an  esti- 
mated expense  of  $55,000,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  concur  with  the  views  of  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners regarding  the  desirability  of  carrying  for- 
ward these  two  projects.  In  the  matter  of  the  D- 
8'reet  exteo-ion ,  the  committee  believe  that  the 
expense  should  be  included  in  the  appropriation 
to  be  raised  by  taxation,  and  have  made  a  recom- 
mendation to  the  Auditor  of  Accounts.  In  the 
matter  of  extending  Harrison  avenue  the  com- 
mittee recommend  that  the  subject  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  with  a  request  that 
they  provide  the  means. 

For  the  Committee, 

Albert  F.  Lauten. 

Mr.  ClaDP  of  Ward  24  submitted  the  following 
as  a  minority  report: 

In  Common  Council,  Feb.  24, 1881. 

In  the  present  condition  of  business,  just 
emerging  as  we  are  from  a  long  period  of  finan- 
cial depression,  we  should  endeavor,  it  seems,  to 
make  the  burden  of  taxation  as  light  as  possible. 
Feeling  that  there  are  already  improvements  of 


great  magnitude  which  demand  large  outlays, 
the  undersigned  do  not  feel  warranted  in  recom- 
mending such  an  increase  of  debt  for  a  project 
of  such  doubtful  utility  as  the  extension  of  Har- 
rison avenue. 

Arthur  F.  Means. 
H.  B.  Clapp. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24  the 
Council  moved  to  substitute  the  minority  report 
for  that  of  the  majority,  and  on  his  motion  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  subject  was  specially 
assigned  to  the  next  meetiog  at  8%  o'clock  P.  M. 
east  boston  fire  department. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  be  requested  to 
consider  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of 
placing  a  fire-alarm  whistle  on  the  Boston  &  Al- 
bany elevator  building,  East  Boston. 

Mr.  Lovell — I  wish  to  make  one  statement  be- 
fore the  committee  take  that  order,  and  that  is 
that  the  department  in  East  Boston  is  nearly  en- 
tirely a  call  department.  Most  all  the  members 
of  the  department  are  connected  In  some  way 
with  ship-building,  and  are  necessarily  employed 
at  the  docks  near  the  Boston  &  Albany  elevator. 
The  nearest  bell  with  which  the  alarm  is  con- 
nected is  on  the  Adams  Schoolhouse,  on  the  other 
side  of  the  hill.  Owing  to  the  enormous  business 
transacted  in  the  yards  of  the  Boston  &  Albany 
road,  and  the  consequent  no'se,  it  is  almost  im- 
possible for  the  members  of  the  department  to 
hear  the  alarm.  This  matter  was  considered 
somewhat  last  year.  It  will  add  greatly  to  the 
convenienca  of  the  public  and  to  the  efficiency  of 
the  department  in  that  section  if  this  can  be 
done. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  would  ask  if  such  an 
alarm  could  be  beard  anywhere  in  Ward  10  ? 

Mr.  Lovell— I  think  we  could  arrange  it  so  that 
it  could  be  heard  there,  when  sounded, 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walsh   of  Ward  3. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

FEBRUARY    38.    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 
JURORS    DRAWN. 

Superior  Criminal  Court— Thirty-six  traverse, 
March  term. 

United  States  District  Court  — Three  grand, 
March  term. 

EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Officers  to  make  complaints  in  cases  of  viola- 
tion of  ordinances  adopted  under  authority  of 
chapter  283,  acts  of  1866— Charles  Cole.  C.  E.  Tur- 
ner, George  M.  Felch,  George  Murphy,  James 
Bragdon,  Dennis  Moore,  A.  M.  Leavitt,  Samuel 
Mcintosh,  E.  F.  Mecuen,  Jeremiah  M.  Swett, 
James  P.  Leeds,  Charles  S.  Woofindale,  Sumner 
P.  White,  Warren  J.  Stokes,  H.  F.  Ripley,  Warren 
A.  Wright,  Edwin  R.  Smyth.  Severally  con- 
firmed. 

Truant  Officers,  to  he  Constahles  in  connection 
with  complaints  in  regard  to  neglected  children — 
Charles  Cole,  C.  E.  Turner,  George  M.  Felch, 
George  Murphy,  James  Bragdon,  Dennis  Moore, 
A.  M.  Leavitr,  Samuel  Mcintosh,  E.  F.  Mecuen, 
Jeremiah  M.  Swett,  James  P.  Leeds,  Charles  S. 
Woofindale,  Sumner  P.  White,  Warren  J.  Stokes, 
H.  F.  Ripley,  Warren  A.Wright.  Severally  con- 
firmed. 

Public  Weighers— Benjamin  B.  McGuire,  Alex- 
ander Douglass.    Confirmed. 

PETITIONS     REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  D'Arcy  &  At- 
wood,  to  sprinkle  streets  in  Easr,  Boston. 

Mary  E.  PearsoD,  for  the  removal  of  a  telegraph 
pole  from  Harrison  avenue,  corner  of  Worcester 
square. 

Boston  Catholic  Cemetery  Association,  that 
Ashland  street,  Ward  23,  be  graded,  ere.. 

W.  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  602  East  First  street,  Ward  14,  to  P  street, 
near  East  Third  street,  Ward  14. 

Hazard  Stevens  et  al.,  that  Eldon  street  be 
graded,  etc. 

1  o  the  Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries.  Wil- 
liam S.Peverly,  to  be  compensated  for  injuries  re- 
ceived on  a  ferry  boat  at  the  North  Ferry  Feb. 
10, 1881. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  J.  N.  Smith  et  al., 
for  sewer  in  Virginia  avenue,  Ward  20. 

Daniel  Simpson  et  al..  for  a  sewer  in  Fourth 
street  between  P  and  Q  streets. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  H.  &  J.  Pfaff,  to  erect  a 
wooden  addition  to  building  on  75Pynchon  stieer. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Ann  Mar- 
tin, to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries 
caused  by  insecurity  of  Taylor  street,  Jan.  9, 1881. 

Sarah  Kilduff,  to  be  compensated  for  injuries 
caused  by  the  insecure  condition  of  sidewalk  602 
Trernont  street  on  Jan.  29. 

John  C.  F.  Butland,  to  be  paid  for  injury  to  his 
wagon  and  contents  by  reason  of  insecure  con- 
dition of  Leverett  and  Brighton  streets,  Feb.  15. 

Peter  Barr,  to  be  paid  for  damages  for  injuries 
to  himself  and  buggy  by  reason  of  alleged  defect 
in  Washington  street,  corner  of  Summer  streer, 
Feb.  26, 1881. 

To  the  Board  of  Health.  Alvah  M.  Dam,  M.  D., 
to  withdraw  his  petition  for  leave  to  locate  a 
lying-in-hospital  at  22  Chester  square  and  asking 
leave  to  locate  such  hospital  at  23  Indiana  place. 

to  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables 
as  follows:  William  H.  Quigley,  new  wooden,  5 
horses,  19  Beacham  street,  Ward  4. 

PROPOSED  CHANGE  IN  DIVISION  LINES    OF    MEDI- 
CAL DISTRICTS  OF  SUFFOLK.  COUNTY. 

The  following  was  received  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Police  on  the  part  of  the  Board: 
Boston,   Feb.    23,    1881. 1 
36  Worcester  Street,    j 

To  the  Police  Commissioners  of  the  City  of 
Boston:  Gentlemen:— I  request  respectfully  that 
rule  226  of  the  Manual  of  the  Police  Department 
may  be  amended  so  that  the  dividing  line  between 
the  two  medical  examiners'  districts  maybe  estab- 
lished through  Summer,  AVinter,  Paik  and  Beacon 


streets;  or  in  other  words,  along  the  line  be- 
tween Divisions  2  and  3  on  the  one  side 
and  Division  4  on  the  other.  To  make  it  still 
more  specific,  I  would  explain  that  under  the 
revised  plan  the  Northern  District  would  include 
all  the  territory  embraced  in  Divisions  1,  2,  3,  7,  8, 
15  and  16;  while  the  Southern  District  would  com- 
prise all  the  territory  of  Divisions  4,  5,  6,  9,  10,  11, 
12, 13  and  14.  I  make  this  request  for  two  rea- 
sons :  1.  Because  the  line  established  experi- 
mentally in  1877  through  Beach,  Boylston  and 
Arlington  streets,  across  the  tei  ritory  o'f  Divisions 
4  and  3,  has  been  found  to  give  to  Dr.  Harris  more 
than  his  share  of  the  work.  2.  Because  the  pro- 
posed change  in  the  dividing  line,  by  following 
the  police  division  lines,  will  simplify  the  service 
in  an  obviously  advantageous  manner; 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  Draper, 
Medical  Examiner. 
Respectfully  referred  to  the  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men for  action. 

Henry  Walker,  Chairman. 

HUARING  OF  PETITIONS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Hearings  were  had,  in  accordance  with  orders 
of  notice  returnable  this  day,  on  the  following 
petitions  tor  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  en- 
gines: 

Eddy,  Sherman  &  Co.,  at  31-33  South  street. 

Roger  F.  Scannell,  184  Charles  street. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines. 

REQUEST     FOR    ADDITIONAL    APPROPRIATION   FOB 
ASSESSORS'    DEPARTMENT. 

The  following  (City  Doc.  32)  was  received : 

ASSESSORS'    OFFICE,   CITY    HALL,  ) 

Boston,  Feb.  28,  1881.  I 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston— In  consequence  of  increased  duties 
placed  upon  us  by  the  new  "Registration  Bill," 
requiring  us  to  publish  in  book  lorm(107)oue  hun- 
dred and  seven  precinct  lists  of  assessed  polls(thir- 
t.y  copies  each),  also  the  extra  duty  of  assessing 
some  fifteen  thousand  persons  for  school-book 
tax,  and  the  division  of  some  nine  thousand  poll- 
taxes,  our  expenses  have  increased  beyond  our 
estimates  of  Feb.  18, 1880: 

Our  appropriation  was §95,000.00 

E.rpen  dit  ares : — 

Paid  assistant  assessors...- $31,280.00 

'    assessors 13.293.00 

"    clerk-hire 41.247.00 

"    stationery 1,999.29 

"    printing  and  stock 4,065.41 

"    advertising 264.20 

"    carriage-hire  outlying... 

"       wards 340.00 

"    committee  expenses 238.80 

Paid  J.  G.  Martin,  stock  quo- 
tations          500.00 

"    Miscellaneous  items 340.84 

94,168,64 

Balance  on  hand 831,46 

The  following  expenses  remain  to  be  paid: 

To  the  assessors $1,207.00 

"  clerk  hire 1,800.00 

Printing,  stationery  and  mis- 
cellaneous   224.00 

2.400.00 

A  mount  required $3,231.46 

We  shall  therefore  require  a  further  sum  of 
twenty-four  hundred  dollars  to  carry  us  through 
the  present  financial  vear  ending  30th  of  April, 
1881.  Respectfully, 

For  the  Board  of  Assessors, 
Benj.  Cushing, 
Secretary. 
Referred  to  Finance  Committee.    Sent  down. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Fire  Department  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  placing  a  fire  alarm 
whistle  on  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  elevator 
at  East  Boston.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
examine  and  repont  the  reasons  for  a  second  ap- 
propriation in  excess  of  the  original  one  for 
building  the  additions  to  the  Marcella-street 
Home. 

Alderman  Viles— I  move  to  amend  by  referring 
that  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions.  It 
is  the  proper  committee  to  go  to.  The  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
The  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  understand 
that  matter. 
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The  amendment  to  strike  out  "Building's"  and 
insert  "institutions"  was  adopted  and  the  order 
passed  as  amended.    Sent  down. 

Order  tor  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
(Messrs.  Dudley,Mullett  and  Harding  to  be  joined) 
to  make  arrangements  tor  the  observance  ot  the 
17th  of  June  next,  and  for  the  appropriation  of 
$1000  therefor,  passed  in  concurrence— yeas  11, 
uaysO:  and  Aldermen  Caldwell  and  Curtis  were 
appointed  on  said  committee. 

Report  nominating  the  following  Superin- 
tendents of  Bridges,  viz.: 

Federal-street  Bridge— Jacob  Norris. 

Dover  street  Bridge— John  F.  Desmond. 

Chelsea-street  Bridge — John  Gill. 

Charles-river  Bridge— Henry  A.  Bolan. 

Warren  Bridge— Charles  H.  Marple. 

Maiden  Bridge — John  Howard. 

Broadway  Bridge— John  C.  Poole. 

Mi.  Washington-avenue  Bridge— Dauiel  J.  Hol- 
land. 

Meridian-street  Bridge — George  Morrison. 

Congress-street  Bridge— Matthew  J.  Callahan. 

Accepted  in  concurrence. 

The  following  was  received,  read  and  sent 
down: 

Nathaniel  Seaver  ct  at.,  in  favor  of  the  election 
of  E.  T.  Stowers  as  Superintendent  of  Chelsea- 
street  Bridge. 

PETITIONS   FOR  STEAM   ENGINES. 

Petitions  were  received  for  leave  to  locate  and 
use  steam  engines  as  fellows: 

Moseley,  Phillips  &  Co.,  to  set  and  use  two  metal 
furnaces  at  105-1 07  North  street,  corner  of  Cross 
street.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Steam  En- 
gines. 

B.  O.  &  G.  C.  Wilson,  to  erect  and  use  a  sta- 
tionary steam  engine  of  twenty  horse-power  in 
the  fourth-story  of  building  No.  34  Merchants' 
row.  An  order  of  notice  was  passed  tor  a  bearing 
thereon  on  March  21,  at  4  P.  M. 

MARCELLA    STREET   HOME. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 

In  Committee  on  Finance,  t 
Monday,  Feb.  28, 1881.      | 

To  the  City  Council — The  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  the  communication 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions, 
requesting  an  additional  appropriation  of  $11,000 
for  the  completion  of  the  Marcella-street  Home 
buildings,  with  the  information  that  said  amount 
can  be  transferred  from  the  appropriations  for 
House  of  Industry  and  House  ot  Correction  for 
that  purpose,  would  respectfully  report  the  ac- 
companying order  granting  the  request. 
For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  House  of  Industry  the  sum  of 
$9000,  and  from  the  appropriation  for  House  of 
Correction  the  sum  of  $2000,  to  that  for  Marcella- 
street  Home  buildings  for  the  completion  of  said 
buildings  for  occupancy. 

Order  passed— yeas,  11;  nays,  0.    Sent  down. 
contingent  funds. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 

In  Committee  on  Finance,  | 
Monday,  Feb.  28,  1881.      j 

To  the  City  Council:  The  Auditor  of  Accounts 
represents  that  there  will  be  needed  for  the  bal- 
ance of  the  present  financial  year  additional  ap- 
propriations of  S600  each  for  the  Contingent 
funds  of  the  Board  ot  Aldermen  and  joint  com- 
mittees of  che  City  Council  having  no  appropria- 
tion in  charge.  Your  committee,  therefore, 
report  the  accompanying  order  making  the  nec- 
essary transfers. 

For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Contingent 
Fund  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  to  that  for 
the  joint  committees  of  the  City  Council  having 
no  appropriation  in  charge  the  sum  or  $600 
each. 

Order  passed— yeas  11,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

licenses. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  tallowing  from 
the  Committee  on  Licenses: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  minors'  applica- 
tions as  follows:    Thirty-three  newsboys.    Sever- 

lly  accepted. 


SWIM.    SIGHS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Survevand  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  leave  to  withdraw 
on  the  following  petitions:  John  Sloan  et«l.,to 
project  a  lantern  from  196  Marginal  street,  East 
Boston.    Accepted. 

Wool, ex   BUILDINGS, 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection 
of  Buildings: 

Reports  and  orders  authorizing  the  granting-  of 
permits  for  wooden  buildings  exceeding  the  le- 
gal dimensions,  in  accordance  with  specifications 
on  tile  in  the  Department  for  the  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings,  as  follows: 

Frank  H.  Wellington,  to  erect  wooden  building 
on  Shurtleff  court, oft'  Rutherford  avenue, Ward  4. 

Butchers'  Slaughtering  and  Melting  Associa- 
tion, to  alter  a  wooden  building  on  Market  street, 
rear  of  Winship  avenue,  Ward  25,  on  condition 
that  the  centre  brick  wall  be  built  the  entire 
height  and  length  of  said  building  sixteen  inches 
thick,  as  shown  on  diagram  on  file. 

Orders  passed.    Sent  down. 

PERMITS    FOB    STEAM    ENGINE. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines  : 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted,  on  the  usual 
conditions,  on  petitions  for  leave  to  locate  and 
use  steam  engines  as  follows  : 

Secomb,  Kehew  &  Sons,  365  Atlantic  avenue 
and  24  Purchase  street. 

William  Marple,  on  Gurney  street,  Ward  22. 

George  F.  Blake,  3  Crescent  court. 

Severally  accepted. 

MORTGAGE     DISCHARGED. 

Alderman  Whitten,  for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  offered  an  order— That  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  dis- 
charge a  mortgage  held  by  the  city  of  Boston 
upon  an  estate  on  North  street,  made  by  James 
McGaregill,  dated  Dec.  31,  1862,  and  recorded 
with  Suffolk  Deeds,  lib.  821,  fol.  179,  when  it  shall 
appear  by  notice  from  the  City  Collector  that  all 
dues  to  the  city  under  saia  mortgage  are  fully 
paid.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

HOMOEOPATHIC  HOSPITAL, 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
to  whom  was  referred  the  accompanying  petition 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  Homoeo- 
pathic Hospital  tor  a  grant  of  certain  city  land 
adjoining  their  hospital,  respectfully  report  that 
a  hearing  has  been  given  the  petitioners,  who 
have  fully  explained  their  request  to  the  commit- 
tee, and  the  position  in  which  they  are  placed  in 
regard  to  the  matter  with  the  city. 

The  land  in  ques'ion  is  a  lot  about  sixteen 
thousand  square  feet,  bounding  two  hundred 
feet  on  Albany  street  and  eighty  on  Stoughton 
and  East  Concord  streets,  and  adjoining  the 
estate  of  twenty-seven  thousand  feet  which  the 
hospital  bought  of  the  city,  and  upon  which  their 
building  stands.  The  block  bounded  by  Harrison 
avenue,  East  Concord,  Stoughton  and  Albany 
streets,  with  the  exception  of  this  sixteen  thou- 
sand feet  of  land,  is  entirely  occupied  by  the  es- 
tablishments of  the  Association  for  the  Protec- 
tion of  Destitute  Roman  Catholic  Children,  the 
Boston  University  School  of  Medicine,  and  the 
petitioners'  hospital.  Their  southeastern  front- 
age upon  Concord  street  is  opposite  the  City  Hos- 
pital. Any  occupation  ot  the  remainder  of  this 
block  still  in  the  city's  possession  of  a  disturbing 
character  to  these  institutions  is  equally  an  in- 
jury to  the  City  Hospital,  and  the  sale  of  land 
fronting  on  this  part  of  Albany  street  for  other 
than  manufacturing  purposes  or  stabling  is  quite 
improbable. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital  do 
not  think  it  presumption  on  their  part  to  ask  the 
city  for  a  gift  of  this  land.  They  say  that  for  the 
land  upon  which  the  hospital  stands  they  paid 
the  city  the  price  of  a  dollar  a  foot,  at  which  it 
was  appraised,  while  the  asylum  fronting  upon 
the  Harrison  avenue  end  of  the  square  had  its 
estate  for  one-quarter  of  the  schedule  price,  and 
the  New  England  Female  Medical  College,  the 
oiedecessor  of  the  Boston  University  School  of 
Medicine,  paid  but  thirty-seven  cents  a 
foot  for  their  land.  Since  their  purchase 
and  the  erection  of  their  hospital,  the  Trustees 
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say,  they  have  been  able  greatly  to  assist  the  city 
iu  the  treatment  of  its  sick  poor,  caring  last  year 
for  as  many  as  seventy-two  free  cases  at  an  ex- 
pense of  from  four  to  five  thousand  dollars,  there- 
by effecting  a  saving  to  the  city  largely  exceeding 
the  interest  upon  the  full  value  of  the  laud  for 
which  they  ask.  Yet  while  they  assist  the  city  to 
this  extent,  the  practitioners  of  the  school  to 
which  the  hospital  belongs,  amounting,  the  peti- 
tioners affirm,  to  one-quarter  of  the  doctors  who 
practise  iu  Boston,  as  well  as  the  students  in  the 
Boston  University  School  of  Medicine,  are  by 
rules  of  the  City  Hospital  entirely  excluded  from 
attending  patients  or  studying  there;  not- 
withstanding that  the  patients  of  these 
homoaopathic  doctors  aie  perhaps  one- 
quarter  if  not  one-third  of  the  taxpayers 
of  the  city.  The  homoeopaths  of  Boston,  there- 
fore, think  that  as  they  are  excluded  from  sharing 
the  benefits  for  which  as  taxpayers  they  are  put 
to  so  much  cost,  and  as  they  reciprocate  such 
exclusion  by  the  free  treatment  at  their  hospital 
of  so  many  of  tbe  city  poor,  at  so  great  a  saving 
to  the  city,  it  is  no  more  than  just  that  the  city 
should  show  them  this  consideration  at  this  time, 
when  they  are  trying,  with  charitable  aid,  to  en- 
large their  hospital  and  extend  their  means  of 
usefulness  in  the  community. 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
City  Hospital  tells  your  committee  he  thinks  it 
highly  desirable  to  prevent  this  land  from  coming 
under  the  ownership  of  persons  who  would  use  it 
in  a  way  objectionable  to  the  City  Hospital  oppo- 
site it,  which  he  thinks  sure  to  occur  if  it  is  sold 
in  open  market,  as  the  character  of  the  neighbor- 
hood almost  certainly  precludes  its  use  for 
other  than  manufacturing  purposes  or  stabling. 
While  that  would  be  detrimental  to  the  City  Hos- 
pital, it  would  be  a  much  more  serious  injury  to 
the  Homoeopathic  Hospital,  an  institution  of 
great  value  to  Boston,  and  a  great  aid  to  the  al- 
ready overcrowded  City  Hospital,  which  it  assists 
to  the  extent  possible  to  icin  treating  the  sick 
poor.  The  enlargement  of  the  Homoeopathic 
Hospital,  and  the  addition  of  a  surgical  ward, 
which  the  trustees  hope  to  establish,  are  very  de- 
sirable for  the  public,  and  the  determination 
of  the  lot  in  question  to  the  purposes  proposed, 
the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  think  is  a  direct 
benefit  to  their  institution.  Their  President 
wishes  to  see  this  lot  added  to  the  Homoeopathic 
Hospital  estate,  and  thinks  the  city  is  warranted 
under  the  circumstances  in  making  them  a  gift  of 
it. 

Attei  a  careful  consideration  of  the  case  as 
presented  by  the  petitioners,  and  in  view  of  the 
peculiar  position  of  this  land  in  relation  to  the 
city's  interests  in  the  locality,  your  committee 
are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  this  land 
should  be  given  to  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital, 
and  for  that  purpose  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  the.  following  order. 

For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien, 

Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized,  upon  the  considera- 
tion of  one  dollar  paid  to  the  city  of  Boston  by 
the  Trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  Homoeopathic 
Hospital,  to  convey  to  said  Trustees,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  said  hospital  only,  the  parcel  of  land  be- 
longing to  the  city  of  Boston  on  Albany  street, 
between  Stoughton  and  East  Concord  streets, 
containing  16,020  square  feet,  more  or  less,  as 
shown  on  a  plan  deposited  in  the  Citv  Surveyor's 
office,  dated  Feb.  23,1881,  together  with  all  the 
city's  interests  and  rights  in  the  twelve-foot  pas- 
sageway between  said  lot  of  laud  and  the  estate 
of  the  said  Trustees. 

Alderman  Whitten  moved  that  the  order  take 
its  second  reading. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  should  like  to  hear  from 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  upon  this  matter. 

Alderman  Woolley  in  the  Chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not 
know  that  I  can  add  scarcely  a  word  more  to 
what  has  been  said  in  the  report.  1  am  certainly 
free  to  say  that  1  am  glad  the  day  has  arrived 
when  we  can  treat  the  gentlemen  who  represent 
the  homoeopathic  fraternity  of  this  city  in  a  lib- 
eral spirit.  I  believe  they  are  men  of  great  use- 
fulness in  the  city  of  Boston.  1  don't  practise 
according  to  their  views,  but  still  I  believe  we 
ought  to  deal  with  them  as  we  deal  with  other  in- 
telligent and  public-spirited  citizens  who  are  es- 
tablishing institutions  which  benefit  the  public. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  men  who  represent 
the  homoeopathic  school  of  medicine  in  Boston 


are  among  our  most  intelligent  physicians.  The 
day  has  passed  when  they  should  be  classed  with 
quacks  and  mountebanks.  They  not  only  repre- 
sent a  body  of  intelligent  physicians,  but  they 
are  also  some  of  our  heaviest  taxpayers.  The 
city  of  Boston  has  never  done  anything  for  them. 
Some  years  ago,  1  was  one  of  the  Committee  on 
the  City  Hospital.  It  was  before  the  additions  to 
the  hospital  were  made.  Gentlemen  practising 
according  to  the  homoeopathic  system  requested 
in  a  very  respectful  manner  that  one  wing  of  the 
hospital  be  assigned  for  the  care  of  their  patients, 
and  it  was  to  be  without  any  cost  to  the  city,  so  f al- 
as they  were  concerned.  They  were  willing  to  de- 
vote all  their  time  gratuitously  to  the  care  of  the 
patients  who  desired  to  be  treated  in  that  way. 
But  we  found  great  obstructions  to  anything  of 
that  kind.  If  any  portion  of  the  City  Hospital 
had  been  devoted  to  that  system  of  practice,  the 
prejudice  of  the  physicians  and  surgeons  who 
conduct  that  institution  was  such  that  every  one 
of  them  would  have  left  the  hospital  rather  than 
tolerate  the  presence  of  homoeopathic  physicians 
among  them.  Since  that  time  the  homoeopathic 
physicians  have  been  building  up  a  hospital  of 
their  own.  They  do  not  ask  us  to  support  their 
free  patients.  They  merely  ask  us  to  give  them  a 
lot  of  laud,  which,  if  sold  for  any  other  purpose 
will  not  only  be  a  nuisance  to  them,  but  a  nui- 
sance to  the  City  Hospital  and  several  other  large 
institutions  located  on  that  square  and  in  that 
vicinity.  I  believe  the  city  of  Boston  ought  to 
deal  with  those  gentlemen  in  a  liberal  manner.  I 
do  not  know  that  I  can  add  one  word  more. 

Alderman  Curtis— All  1  wished  was  that  the 
chairman  wouhi  give  us  some  light,  so  that  I 
might  vote  intelligently  and  understandingly.  I 
do.  not  believe  in  passing  these  orders  where 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  money  involved,  and 
much  property  given  away,  without  some  expla- 
nation. 1  shall  vote  for  this  with  all  my  heart, 
but  I  want  those  writings  made  out  so  that  the 
property  will  be  used  for  hospital  purposes,  and 
nothing  else,  and  that  the  land  shall  be  ceded  to 
them  in  that  way.  I  want  the  land  deeded  so 
that  they  cannot  put  anything  else  but  a  hospital 
upon  it. 

Alderman  Viles— While  I  agree  substantially 
with  that  order,  aud  my  sympathies  are  with  the 
hospital,  the  question  occurs  to  me,  whether  we 
are  not  opening  a  dO'>r,  and  establishing  a  prece- 
dent in  helping  one  hospital,  and  where  shall  we 
stop  ?  We  may  have  other  hospital  associations 
come  in  and  ask  similar  favors.  This  is  an  im- 
portant matter  and  I  should  like  to  have  more 
time  to  consider  it.  My  family  consists  of  three 
members,  two  of  whom  doctor  according  to 
homoeopathy,  and  I  take  mine  in  larger  doses.  I 
want  t;'  see  where  the  door  is  to  be  closed,  and 
shall  ask  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table  for  a  week. 

Alderman  O'Brien— There  is  one  matrer  to 
which  perhaps  I  ought  to  have  called  attention: 
"When  this  association  bought  this  land  the  city 
compelled  them  to  pay  about  a  dollar  a  foot  tor 
it.  But  it  sold  the  same  amount  of  land  to  other 
institutions  at  about  half  that  price.  So  if  we 
give  them  16,000  feet  of  land,  they  will  have  paid 
just  as  much  for  their  land  as  the  other  institu- 
tions around  them  paid  for  theirs.  I  thiuk  that 
is  an  important  consideration. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  hope  the  Alderman  will 
amend  his  motion  so  that  the  Board  will  visit  the 
place  before  the  next  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Viles  further  considera- 
tion on  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 


Alderman  Breck  offered  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Lamps: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Lamps  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  visit  Salem,  Provi- 
dence, New  York,  Philadelphia  aud  other  cities 
with  a  view  to  examination  of  the  system  of 
public  street  lighting,  at  an  expense  not  to  ex- 
ceed $400;  the  cost  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Public  Lamps. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Breck,  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Alderman  Viles— I  presume  that  is  all  right;  but 
I  understood  we  had  made  contracts  with  all  the 
gas  companies  for  lighting  the  public  lamps  for 
three  years.  Perhaps  the  committee  can  get 
more  light  by  going  abroad. 

Alderman  Breck  This  is  an  order  that  is  put  in 
every  year,  and  is  the  same  as  was  passed  last 
year.    Last  year  the  committee  had  uo  occasion 
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to  act  under  it,  aud  they  niay  not  be  called  upon 
to  do  anything  this  year.  '  Vet  there  are  many 
improvements  in  the  system  or  lighting  the  pub- 
lic lamps  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee. There  are  the  electric  lights  aud  the 
thermo-electric  lighting  apparatus,  and  the  latter 
has  already  been  presented  to  the  attention  of  the 
committee,  aud  we  wish  to  go  to  Salem  to  see 
whether  it  is  advisable  for  the  city  of  Bostou  to 
adopt  it.  Possibly,  they  may  be  obliged  to  go  to 
New  Vork  to  see  the  system  in  operation  there. 
It  is  true  the  committee  have  made  contracts  for 
three  years,  but  at  the  same  time  they  may  be 
able  to  save  a  large  amount  in  the  system  of 
lighting  the  public  lamps. 

Aldermau  Viles— 1  withdraw  my  objections. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  do  not  see  the  use  of  pass- 
ing this  order.  They  would  not  have  got  the  con- 
tracts so  low  except  that  they  were  for  three 
years.  I  understand  it  was  stipulated  by  the  gas 
companies  that  they  should  extend  for  three 
years,  and  the  low  rate  could  not  have  been  ob- 
tained except  for  so  lODg  a  time. 

The  order  was  passed— 10  lor,  1  against. 

GENERAL  MEETING  OF  VOTERS  CALLED  FOB, 

The  following  was  received: 

Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Bostou — The 
undersigned  citizens  request  that  a  general  meet- 
ing of  the  citizens  of  Boston  may  be  convened  by 
you  and  duly  warned  and  all  warrants  issued  and 
necessary  acts  done  to  have  said  meeting  held  in 
accordance  with  the  acts  of  1821,  chapter  110, 
sections  25,  26,  and  sections  60  and  61,  City  Char- 
ter, lor  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  they 
will  instruct  their  representatives  to  the  General 
Court  to  advocate  and  vote  for  the  passage  of  a 
law  requiring  cities  to  pay  their  laborers  weekly; 
instructing  their  lepresentatives  to  vote  for  the 
passage  ot  a  law  requiring  cities  to  appoint  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  physicians  in  good  standing  in 
different  parts  of  their  respective  cities  to  attend 
to  the  wants  of  the  sick  poor  thereof  by  day  or 
night  when  required  so  to  do  by  any  police  officer, 
and  that  all  medicines  prescribed  by  the  afore- 
said physicians  shall  be  compounded  at  the  public 
expense,  and  also  to  consider  what  compensation 
said  physicians  shall  receive,  together  With  what- 
ever regulations  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  im- 
position; to  instrnct  their  representatives  to  see 
to  it  that  the  election  laws  shall  be  so  amend- 
ed as  to  provide  that  competent  officers 
be  appointed  to  insure  an  honest  count 
of  the  ballots  cast  at  any  national,  State  or 
municipal  election;  to  take  into  consideration 
what  measures  are  necessary  to  enable  citizens  to 
vote  at  any  election  who  may  be  unable  to  attend 
at  toe  usual  precinct  polling  places  upon  the  day 
of  such  election;  to  take  into  consideration  the  ex- 
pediency of  protesting  against  the  proposed  dis- 
continuance of  the  evening  schools  and  the  necessi- 
ty of  providing  accommodationforthee  veiling  high 
school  in  the  new  high-school  building  on  Warren 
avenue;  also  to  consider  the  matter  of  additional 
safeguards  being  provided  for  the  protection  of 
the  lives  of  working  people  employed  in  manu- 
facturing establishments  and  to  provide  adequate 
penalties  for  violations  ot  existing  laws  on  this 
subject;  to  consider  whether  the  citizens  ought 
to  be  allowed  the  free  use  of  the  wardrooms  in 
the  city  of  Boston  for  political  meetings  when- 
ever ten  or  more  voters  present  a  petition  there- 
for; to  consider  what  action  is  necessary  with  re- 
gard to  the  alleged  illegal  arrest  of  Charles  H. 
Fernald  for  an  alleged  disturbance  of  the  peace; 
to  consider,  also,  whether  the  city  ought  to  cause 
all  the  streets  in  Boston  requiriug  the  same  to  be 
sprinkled  with  water  in  summer  time;  lo  instruct 
their  representatives  to  the  General  Court  to  vote 
tor,  aud  advocate  the  reduction  ol,  the  fare 
charged  by  hoise-railroad  companies  in  the  city 
ol  liostou  irom  six  cents  to  live  ceuts  for  a  single 
fare;  to  consider  whether  the  citizens  ought  to  be 
allowed  the  liee  use  of  Faueuil  Hall  lor  polit- 
ical meetings  whenever  twenty-five  voters  peti- 
tion therefor:  to  consider  w he ther  some  registry 
ought  not  to  be  kept  of  the  unemployed  voters  in 
the  city  who  de-ire  a  share  of  the  public  work, 
from  which  list  those  who  are  qualified  should  lie 
selected  by  the  heads  of  the  different  departments 
employing  laborers,  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  unemployed  in  each  ward,  a  return  of  such  par- 
employed  to  be  made  monthly  to  the  City 
Government,  to  instruct  the  Representatives  to 
the  General  Court  to  vote  lor  and  advocate  an 
ameudment  of  chapter  257  of  the  acts  of  1»7!J  in 
relation  to  tramps,  so  as  to  provide-  that  any  per- 
son arrested  under  any   ol    the  provisions  of  that 


act  shall  have  counsel  assigned  him  by  the  court 
before  which  he  is  tried,  and  in  addition  be  af- 
forded every  reasonable  facility  tor  communicat- 
ing with  his  friends  or  other  parties,  so  as  if  pos- 
sible to  prove  his  innocence  ot  the  crime  whereof 
he  stands  ajcused;  to  instruct  the  representa- 
tives to  the  General  Court  to  vote  for  and  advo- 
cate a  reduction  of  the  State  license  for  pedlers 
to  $10,  and  that  all  other  licenses  for  counties 
and  towns  be  fixed  at  $5;  also  that  the  aforesaid 
representatives  vote  for  and  advocate  an  amend- 
ment of  the  law  with  regard  to  pawnbrokers,  so 
as  to  require  them  to  have  printed  on  the  tickets 
issued  by  them  the  rates  of  interest  they 
are  allowed  by  law  to  charge,  and  the  length 
of  time  they  are  required  to  keep  the  goods  so 
pawned,  also  to  post  up  in  three  conspicuous 
parts  of  their  stores  extracts  from  the  laws  in  re- 
lation to  the  rates  of  interest  and  length  of  time 
they  shall  keep  goods;  to  consider  the  proposed 
compulsory  use  of  water  meters  at  the  expense  of 
the  owners  or  the  citizens  at  large. 

William  Cotter,  66  Broadway,  South  Boston. 

Thomas  Baker,  3  Fort  avenue. 

Charles  Freide,  789  Washington  street. 

Otto  Schnetz,  15  Norfolk  street. 

Thomas  B.  McNally,  9  Cypress  street, 

Emry  Frank,  Curtis  street,  Boylston. 

John  Rydstrom,  Rosliu  avenue,  Rosundale. 

Michael  Owens,  49  Newman  street,  South  Bos- 
ton. 

Cornelius  Wheltou,  31  Bromley  park. 

John  (J*Keefe,  417  East  Seventh  street. 

Richard  Scannell,  88  Dedham  street. 

John  O'Conuell,  44  Silver  street. 

Michael  Walsh,  113  Sixth  street. 

William  Welch,  113  Sixth  stiee*. 

PatriCK  Murphy,  338  E  street,  South  Boston. 

Timothy  Lyons,  29  Harrison  avenue. 

Peter  Nesbett,  7  Albion  street. 

Daniel  Sweuey.  29  Baxter  place. 

James  Flood,  35  Adams  street. 

Daniel  Murphy,  122  Broadway. 

Patrick  Sullivan,  13  Fabin  street. 

Martin  B.  Donovan,  14  F  street,  South  Boston. 

T.  C.  Keleher,241  Harrison  avenue. 

Hugh  McCall,  258  Harrison  avenue. 

Donald  F.  McGilvray,  25%  Thacher  street. 

John  Stuffle,  2  Calvert  place. 

Charles  J.  Dowd,  51  Church  street. 

John  Denny,  46  Silver  street,  South  Boston. 

Domiuick  Galtey,  7  Minot  street. 

William  Green,  77  Prince  street. 

Eugene  cowchig,  N.  Hudson. 

Stephen  Sullivan,  12  Gloucester  place,  Ward  16. 

Patrick  H.  Tracy,  3  Spring-street  court. 

James  D.  Quinn,  30  Lambert  street. 

Patrick  Meledy,  1293  Tremont  street. 

Patrick  W.  Moore,  14  Hudson  street. 

Michael  Brown,  151  Tyler  stree:. 

Patrick  Fitzgerald,  49  Albany  street. 

Charles  Mott,  5  Palmer  place. 

W.  J.  Conroy,  Ray  street,  Roxbury. 

Frank  J.  Himes,  3  Washington  street,  Boston 
Highlands. 

Thomas  McKay,  38  Lowell  street. 

John  Morrow,  79  Hudson  street. 

William  Murphy,  336  Harrison  avenue. 

James  McDonald,  271  West  Third  street,  South 
Boston. 

Thomas  Ireland,  21  Curve  street. 

Patrick  Donnelly,  11  Baxter  street. 

Maurice  O'Connell,  1  Second  street. 

Daniel  Harrigan,  200  A  thens  street. 

George  J.  Moulton,  552  Eighth  street,  South 
Boston. 

Lawrence  D.  AVelby,  10  Dix  place. 

Charles  H.  Fernald,  3  Jefferson  place. 

James  McArdle,  27  Oxford  street. 

Edward  J.  McArdle,  27  Oxford  street. 

The  Chairman— What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Board '.' 

Alderman  Hersey — This  is  a  very  comprehen- 
sive document,  and  it  will  take  some  time  t»  look 
it  over  and  digest  it.  I  move  that  it  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

The  petition  was  laid  on  the  table. 

RELEASE    FROM    JAIL. 

On  motion  of  Aldermau  Haldeman,  the  report 
in  favor  of  releasing  Clifton  A.  Parker  from  Suf- 
folk County  Jail  on  probation  was  taken  IroM 
the  table  aud  accepted. 

WARDS  TWENTl'-TWO  AND  TWENTY-THREE. 

Alderman  Breck  ottered  an  order— That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the 
General  Court  at  its  present  session    for    the  pas- 
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sage  of  an  act  authorizing  Ward  22  to  elect  three 
members  of  the  Common  Council  and  Ward  25  to 
elect  two  members  of  the  Common  Council  in  lieu 
of  the  restrictions  under  chapter  242,  acts  of  1876. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

NOMENCLATURE  OF  STKEETS. 
Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board,  to  whom  was  referred  the  accompanying 
order  of  the  City  Council  of  Jan.  13,  directing 
"that  the  report  [of  the  Street  Commissioners] 
on  the  changes  of  names  of  streets  be  taken  from 
the  files  of  last  year  and  referred  to  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances,  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  whether  or  not  it  should  be  in- 
dorsed by  the  City  Council,"  would  respectfully 
report  that  as  the  time,  March  1,  has  already  ar- 
rived at  which  changes  of  street  names  go  into 
effect  each  year,  and  no  alterations  in  names  can 


now  be  consummated  until  March,  1882,  action 
upon  the  matter  is  at  the  present  time  unneces- 
sary, and  that  the  order  ought  not  to  pass. 
For  the  Committee, 

James  J.  Flynn,  Chairman. 
Accepted. 

PROPOSED  EAST  BOSTON  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Alderman  Woolley  presented  the  following: 

Petition  of  Charles  R.  McLean  and  others  that 
Meridian-street  bridge  be  widened;  also  that 
Meridian  street  be  widened  from  Condor  street 
to  the  bridge.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Bridges,  with  directions  to  prepare  plans  and 
specifications. 

Petition  of  William  L.  Sturtevant  and  others 
that  a  portion  of  Border  street  be  repaved.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Alderman  Tucker. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MARCH    3,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  P.  M  ,  Andrew  J.  Bailey, 
President,  iu  the  chair. 

AUDITOR'S  ESTIMATES. 

The  President  presented  the  following  (City 
Doc.  34;: 

Office  of  the  Auditor  of  accounts,  ) 
City  Hall, 
Thursday,  March  3, 1881. 

Andrew  J.  Bailey,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Com- 
mon Council:  Sir— As  required  by  the  ordinance 
in  relation  to  finance,  the  undersigned,  Auditor 
of  Accounts,  has  the  honor  of  presenting  to  the 
City  Council  the  accompanying  estimates  of  the 
money  which  will  be  required  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense's of  the  city  of  Boston  and  county  of  Suf- 
folk for  the  financial  year  1881-82,  commencing 
May  1,  1881,  and  terminating  April  30,  1882,  ex  lu- 
sive  of  Boston's  proportion  of  the  State  tax  of 
1881,  which  will  be  levied  by  the  Board  of  Assess- 
ors by  warrant  of  law  of  the  Commonwealth.  The 
financial  year  includes  the  Auditor's  general  draft 
on  the  Treasurer,  made  up  at  the  close  of  April, 
1881,  payable  the  1st  of  May,  1881. 

The  estimated  expenditures  for  1881- 

82  are 810,454,615.00 

The  estimated  income  ifor  1881-82  is. .        2,362,892.00 

88,091,723.00 
To  whic  h  add  four  per  cent,  for  the 
amount  which  will  not  be  paid  into 
the  treasury  during  the  financialyear  323,669.00 

We  have  a  total  which,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts, 
should  be  the  tax  for  1881,  for  city 
and  county  purposes,  exclusive  of 
the  State  tax 88,415,392.00 


It  is  a  source  of  congratulation  for  me  to  an- 
nounce to  the  Honorable  City  Council  that,  to 
meet  these  estimates,  quite  a  reduction  in  the  tax 
rate  can  be  made,  based  on  the  valuation  of 
the  city  last  year,  a  most  gratifying  fact  for  the 
taxpayer;  but  this  result  is  not  brought  about  by 
a  reduction  of  the  appropriations  for  department 
expenses,  but  by  an  increase  of  the  revenue  esti- 
mated to  be  received,  and  the  reduction  of  the 
State  tax  one-third  from  what  it  was  last  year. 

The  total  amount  of  appropriations  asked  for 
is  increased  over  those  granted  last  year  by  $264, 
228,  while  the  estimated  income  shows  an  increase 
of  $679,992.  The  comparative  tables  of  appro- 
priations and  income  giving  the  details  will  be 
found  further  on,  showing  clearly  how  each  de- 
partment is  affected. 

The  prominent  increases  of  appropriations 
which  will  attract  ynur  attention  are  those  for  the 
Paving  Department,  widening  and  extending 
streets,  the  School  Committee  and  the  Sinking 
Funds,  although  most  of  the  departments  ask 
for  more  or  less  increase. 

The  requisition  of  the  Paving  Department  is  in 
excess  of  $202,800  of  that  granted  last  year,  which 
increase  alone  adds  to  the  tax  levy  about  thirty- 
two  cents  per  $1000  each  of  property  based  on  the 
valuation  of  1880.  Details  are  fully  given  as  to 
the  needs  of  this  great  increase  in  the  communi- 
cation from  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

The  request  for  $330,000,  for  widening  and  ex- 
tending streets,  against  $150,000  of  last  year,  em- 
braces an  increase  of  $15,000  for  ordinary  widen- 
ings,  making  $115,000  for  those  purposes;  $65,000 
for  extension  of  Columbus  avenue;  55,000  for  the 
extension  of  D  street,  reported  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  1880  by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  ac- 
cepted, that  it  should  be  placed  in  the  tax-levy  of 
this  year:  $50,000  for  completing  the  extension  of 
Commonwealth  avenue;  and  $45,000  lor  the  exten- 
sion of  Huntington  avenue,  petitioned  for  by 
some  of  the  largest  taxpayers. 

The  cost  of  these  improvements,  if  the  same 
are  necessary,  should  be  met  by  taxation,  aud  not 
by  borrowing.  The  same  remark  is  applicable  to 
all  the  requests  contained  in  the  estimates. 

The  total  amount  estimated  for  the  carrying  on 
of  the  schools,  and  for  new  schoolnouses,  is 
$1,627,846,  being  $22,654  less  than  the  amount 
granted  last  year  for  the  same  purposes.  The 
School  Committee  ask  for  $1,450,346  for   the   com- 


ing year,  which  is  an  excess  of  $7,100  over  the 
amount  asked  for  by  them  last  year,  and  exceeds 
the  amount  granted  by  tbc  City  Council  by  $116,- 
346.  But  crediting  the  revenue  which  the  com- 
mittee estimate  will  be  received  from  them, which 
will  be  an  excess  over  the  amount  estimated, 
last  year,  of  $32,000,  would  reduce  the  amount  of 
the  excess  to  $84,346.  The  School  Committee, 
however,  report  to  the  City  Council  a  deficiency 
of  $79,850  for  this  financial  year,  which  leaves  the 
actual  increase  over  the  actual  requirements  of 
the  present  financial  year  of  $4496.  The  amount 
for  repairing  and  altering  of  schoolhouses  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  is  $157,000,  an  in- 
crease of  $41,000.  The  amount  asked  for  new 
schoolhouses  is  $20,500,  against  $200,500  appropri- 
ated last  year.  The  following  is  a  comparative 
table  of  the  estimates  and  appropriations  of 
1880-81,  for  the  schools: 

Appropriation.  Estimates  Appropria- 

for  tions. 

1881-82.      1880-81. 

School  Instructors 81,130,886  gl.050,000 

Salaries  of  officers,  School  Com- 
mittee          53,760  44,000 

Incidental  expenses 265.700       240,000 

Total  for  School  Committee #1,450.346  81,334,000 

School  repairs,  etc.,  under  direc- 
tion of  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  of  City  Council 157,000       116.000 

New  schoolhouses 20,500       200,500 

81,627,846  81,650,500 


The  amount  required  by  law,  for  the  sinking 
funds,  by  the  commissioners  on  those  funds,  for 
the  redemption  of  the  debt  of  the  city,  exceeds 
that  of  last  year  by  8137,846,  the  increase  being 
caused  by  the  commencement  of  the  required 
percentages  on  new  loans  issued  at  the  close  of 
the  financial  year  1879-80,  and  $28,573  for  the 
Mystic  Water  Sinking  Fund;  the  reveuue  re- 
ceived from  those  works  being  insufficient  to 
meet  the  required  annual  amount.  The  debt  paid 
during  the  past  two  years  has  been  principally 
with  the  means  from  the  old  Sinking  Fund,  for 
which  taxation  has  ceased.  It  should  be  remem- 
bered in  this  connection  that  the  amount  for  in- 
terest on  the  debt,  otherwise  than  for  water  pur 
poses,  shows  another  large  reduction,  $64,289. 

The  Police  Department  requires  an  addition  of 
$40,620,  caused  principally  by  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  sergeants  and  patrolmen,  by  order  of 
the  City  Council. 

The  estimate  for  the  Fire  Department  is  a  re- 
duction from  last  year  of  $44,990,  caused  by  the  re- 
ducing of  the  charges  for  use  of  water  and  keep- 
ing hydrants  in  repair  by  the  Boston  Water 
Board. 

The  amount  for  the  Reserved  Fund  is  reduced 
$50,000,  and  the  Sewer  Department  request  is  less 
by  $25,000. 

The  street  and  highway  requirements  are  as  fol- 
lows.compared  with  the  appropriations  of  1880-81: 
Estimates,    Appropriations, 
1881— S*' 

Bridges 885,000.00 

West  Boston  and  other 

bridges 7,000.00 

Lamp  Department 431,600.00 

Paving  Department 1,152,800.00 

Sewer  Department 125,(00.00 

Widening  streets 115,000.00 

Street  extensions 215,000.00 

Surveyor's  Department        28,000.00 


1880-81. 
896,000.00 

6,000.00 
413,000.00 
950.000.00 
150,000.00 
100,000.00 
50,000.00 
30,000.00 

82,159,300.00       81,795,000.00 
The  following  are  the   special   appropriations 
asked  for: 

Public  park.  Back  Bay 8202,000.00 

Extension  of  Columbus  avenue 65.0o0.0n 

Extensionof  D  streat 65,000.00 

Extension  of  Commonwealth  avenue 50.000.00 

Extension  of  Huntington  avenue 45.000.00 

Primary    schooihouse,     Seventh     street, 

South' Boston 9,000,00 

Grammar  schooihouse,  Egleston  Square..  6,500.00 
Western-avenue  Bridge,  to  Watertown;  re- 
building draw,  etc 11,000.00 

Mount   Washington-avenue    Bridge;   new 

floor 10,000.00 

Lunatic  Hospital,  steam-heating  apparatus  8,000.00 

South  City  wharves,  new  covering,  etc 6,500.00 

Storehouse.  Gallop's  Island 5,000.00 

Primary  schooihouse,  Avon  place 5.000.00 

Austin  Farm;  stock,  etc 4,000.00 


Total  amount  of  special  appropriations 
askedfor 8182.000.00 


The  total  amount  of  special  appropriations  last 
year  was  $695,300. 
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The  great  increase  in  trie  estimated  income  is 
principally  from  the  amount  which  will  remain 
in  the  treasury  April  80,  18S1,  $475,000,  over  the 
amount  required,— beiug  an  excess  over  that  of 
the  estimates  for  last  year  of  s400,000.  This 
amount  is  made  up  principally  from  excesses 
from  the  Corporation  tax  caused  by  the  great 
rise  in  the  value  ot  corporation  shares  last  spring, 
the  prompt  paying  of  old  taxes,  and  the  sale  of 
school  hooks. 

It  is  then  by  the  increase  of  the  income,  and 
the  reduction  of  the  State  tax,  and  not  a  reduc- 
tion of  departmental  expenses,  that  the  taxpayer 
is  relieved.  This  much-desired  relief  from  direct 
municipal  taxation  is,  however,  largely  from  the 
increased  amount  received,  and  estimated  to  he 
received  from  corporation  taxation  by  the  State 
—already  taxeu  and  paid,  and  to  be  taxed  and 
paiu. 

The  following  is  a  comparison  of  the  appropria- 
tion? embraced  in  the  estimates,  and  the  estimat- 
ed incoiiic-  compared  with  those  of  1880-81: 

1881-82.  1880-81. 

Appropriations  for  cirv 

and  county 810,454,015.00    #10,1 90,387.00 

income ". 2.362,892.00        1,682,000.00 

88091,723.00      88, 507,487.00 
Percentage  for  non-col- 
lections         323.609.00  340,299.00 

§8,415,392.00       88.847,786.00 

Appropriations   of   1880-81,    estimated 

(leas  income  with  percentage) 88.847,786.00 

Appropriations  of  1881 . -82,  do 8,41 5,392.00 

Decrease  of  1881-82 8432,394.00 


The  following  table  will  exhibit  the  amount 
which  the  city  of  boston  will  be  required  to  raise 
by  taxation,  to  cover  estimates,  and  pay  the  State 
tax,  ot  which  Boston's  share  will  probably  be 
$412,740,  against  $619,110  last  year,  as  the  total 
amount  of  the  State  tax  will  probably  be  . si, 000,- 
000,  against  $1,500,000  in  1880,  as  I  am  informed  by 
Hon.  Charles  E.  Ladd,  State  Auditor. 

1881-82.  1880-81. 
City  and  county  appropri- 
ations, estimated,   Te6S 
income,  with  percent- 
age   88,415,392.00    88,847 ,786.00 

State  tax.  estimated 412,740.00         CI!), 110.00 

88,828,132.00    89,466,896.00 

Showing  a  decre  ise  of  8038,704. 

To  raise  this  amount  of  $8,828,132,  with  the  per- 
centage added  by  the  assessors  for  abatements, 
less  poll  taxes,  based  on  the  valuation  of  the  city 
May  1, 1880,  of  $639,462,  495,  will  require  a  tax  of 
$14.20  on  each  $1000  value  of  property  against  a 
tax  of  $16.20  last  year— a  reduction  of  $1.  Wheth- 
er a  further  reduction  can  be  made  in  the  rate, 
and  the  actual  needs  for  the  proper  and  liberal 
carrying  on  of  the  affairs  of  the  municipality  for 
the  coming  financial  year  be  provided  for,  re- 
mains with  the  City  Council  to  determine  in  con- 
sidering the  estimates. 

The  following  table  shows  the  rate  of  taxation 
for  each  $1000  of  property  for  the  past  seven 
years,  and  the  valuation  of  the  city  on  which  it 
was  based,  viz.: 

Rate  tax 
Year.  Valuation.  perglOOO. 

1874 8798,756,050  00  81 5.60 

1K75 793.001.895.00  13.70 

1K7H 748.906.210.00  12,70 

1877 OHG.840.586.00  13.10 

187* 630/448  886.49  12.80 

1K79 013,322,691.00  12.60 

1880 039.462,495.00  15.20 

Following  may  be  found  comparative  tables  of 
the  estimates  tor  1881-82,  with  the  actual  appro- 
priations for  1880-81  and  of  the  estimated  iucome 
for  1881-82,  compared  with  that  estimated  for 
1880-81 : 

ont  of  1880-81.    Estimates  for  1881-82. 

Estimated,     In-         De- 

1880-81.  1881-82.    crease,  crease. 

Advertising 81,200        81,700  8600 

Architect's     De- 
partment        12,000        12,000  ....  

Armories 20,000         20,000 

Assessor's  Dept.       95,000         99.000  4,000  ..   . 

ir'sDept..       16,500        18,500  2,000 
I  of  Health, 

i  Health       67,500        63,000       5,500 
Evergreen  Cem- 
etery         1,500  1,500  


Public  baths....       12,500        12.000 

Quarantine  Dept.     14,600        14.400 

Store  House, Gal- 
lop's Island....  ....  5.000       5,000 

Boston  Harbor..         3,000  5.000       2,000 

Bridges,  viz.: 

Bridges 56,000        64,000       8,000 

Chelsea  Br'ge.      40,000 
Mt.    Washing- 
ton    avenue 

Bridge 10,000     10,000 

Western  ave- 
nue Bridge  to 
Watertown..  ....        11,000     11,000 

Cedar  drove 
Cemetery 7,800  7,600  

Chestnut  Hill 
Driveway 3.000  5,800       2,800 

City  debt 593,665      731,501137,846 

City  Hospital....    129,500      139,900    10,400 

City  Registrar's 
Departmen-t..       10,350        10,500  150 

Collector's  De- 
partment......      48,000         49,000        1,000 

Common  and 
Public  Squares, 
viz.: 

Common    and 

public  squares .     47,500        50,000       2,500 
Fenciug     and 

curbing 5,000  5,000 

Trees 5,000  5,000 

New       square, 

Brighton 15,000  

Plank  walks...  4,000       4.000 

Contingent 
funds 11,000        16,900       5,900 

County  of  Suf- 
folk     325,000      325,000 

East  Boston  Fer- 
ries     170,000      180,600     10,600 

Engineer's  De- 
partment       26,000        28,000       2,000 

Fire  Department,  viz. — 

Fire  Departm't    582,250      537,260  

Fire   alarms...      21,800        21,800  

Bells  and 
clocks 1,100  1,000 

Health    Depar't.    340,000      347,000       7,000 

Incidental  ex- 
penses       85,000        60,000  .... 

Inspection  of 
buildings 20,760        20,750 

Interest 1,624,000  1,569,711 

Lamp  Departm't.    413.000      431,500     18,500 

Law  Departm'nt      22,140        21,880 

Markets 9,550  9,650 

Mount  Hope 
Cemetery 15,000        13.000 

Old  claims 2,000  2,000  

Overseers  of 
poor 117.900      112,400 

Park  dep't 5,000        10,000       5,000 

Paving  dep't 950,000  1,152,800  202,800 

Police  dep't 867,592      908,212     40,620 

Printing  and  sta- 
tionery        31,400         34,000       2,600 

Public  buildings, 
viz. : 

Public      build- 
ings       80,000        85,000       5,000 

South      city 

wharves ....  6,500       6,500 

Public      institu- 
tions, viz.: 
House    of    In- 
dustry    164,500      155,000 

House  of  Cor- 
rection      86,000         86,300  300 

Lunatic  Hospi- 
tal       45,000         46,000 

Office  expenses       7,700  7,700 
Pauper     ex- 
penses    105,500      111,500       6,000 

Steamer  "J.  P. 

Bradlee" 14,600       15,000  600 

Marcella-street 

Home 28,200        35,000       6,800 

Almshouse, 

Austin  Farm      17,500        20,000      2,500 
Stone    cutting. 
Deer    and 
Kainsford  Is- 
lands        10,000        12,000       2,000 

New  Building, 
House  of  Cor- 
rection       20,000  

Additional  for 
Marcella  street 
Heine 7,800  

Steam -beating — 
Lunatic  Hospi- 
tal   ....  8,000       8,000 

Austin  Faim 
stock,  etc 4,000       4,000 

Fublic  Lands....         4,500  1,500 

Public  Library..  115000  115,000 
Public    Park, 

Back  Bay,  viz: 

Public       Park. 

Back  Bay 214,000      202,000 


500 
100 


44,990 

100 

26,000 

64,289 
26*6 

2,000 

5,600 


9,500 


20,000 
7,800 


3,000 
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Covered  Chan- 
nel ,  Stony 
Brook 

Park  JNursery, 
Austin  Farm.. 

Record  Commis- 
sioners   

Registratiou  of 
voters  and  elec- 
tion    expenses 

Reserved  Fund.. 

Salaries 

Schools  and 
echoolhouses, 
viz: 

School  Instruct- 
ors  1 

School  expenses, 
school  commit- 
tee  

Salaries  of  offi- 
cers, school 
committee 

Schoolhouses, 
public      build- 
ings    

EnglishHighand 
Latin  School 
Buildings 

Grammar 
Schoolhouse, 
Bgleston  So . . . 

Primary  School- 
house, Seventh 
street 

Primary  School- 
house,  Elmo 
street 

Primary  School- 
house,  Ash- 
mont  station.. 

Prince  School- 
house 

Primary  School- 
house,  Avon 
place 

Sealer  of  weights 
and  measures  . 

Sewer  Dep't 

Sheds,  etc.,  city 
stables 

Sinking  Fund 
Commiss'ners.. 

Surveyor's  Dep't 

Treasurer's  De- 
partment   

West  Boston  and 
other  bridges.. 

Widening  <fc   ex- 
tending str's, 
etc.,  viz.: 
Widening     sts. 

(ordinary) 

Columbus -ave. 
extension — 
Comm'n  wealth 
av.extension. 
D-street  exten- 
sion  

Essex-str't   ex- 
tension  

Huntington-av, 
extension 


110,000 

110,000 

1,000 

1,000 

3,000 

4,500 

1,500 

38,500 
225,000 
32,500 

40,000 
175,000 
34,500 

1,500 
2,000 

50,000 

060,000  1,130,886 

80,886 

240,000 

265,700 

25,700 

44,000 

53,760 

9,760 

116,000 

157,000 

41,000 

68,000 

68,000 

45,000 

6,500 

38,600 

50,000 

9,000 

41,000 

7,000 

7,000 

5,500 

5,500 

25,000 

25,000 

5,000 

5,000 

6,900 
150,000 

7,005 
125,000 

105 

25,000 

7,000 

7,000 

800 
30,000 

3,500 
28,000 

2,700 

2,000 

24,000 

24,000 

6,000 

7,000 

1,000 

100,000 

115,000 

15,000 

65,000 

65,000 

50,000 

50,000 

.... 

55,000 

55,000 

50,000 


50,000 


45,000     45,000 


Total  appropriations  of  1880-81 $10,190,387 

Total  estimated  for  1881-32 10,454,615 

Total  increase 944,467 

Total  decrease 680,239 

The  following  table  shows  the  estimated  income 
for  1880-81  compared  with  that  for  1881-82,  with 
the  increase  and  decrease  in  each : 


Armories 

Board  of 
Health  and 
Quarantine... 

Bridges 

City  Hospital. 

Collector'sDe- 
partment 

C  o  r  p  o  ration 
Tax 

County  of  Suf- 
folk  

East  Boston 
Ferries 

Fees 

Fire  Dep't 

Health  Dep't. 

Interest 

Markets 

O  u  t  s  t  anding 
Taxes 

Overseers  of 
the  Poor 

Paving  Dep't. 

Police  Dep't. . 

Public  Insti- 
tutions   


Estimated. 

1880-81. 

89.500 

Estimated 

1881-82. 

89,500 

Inc. 

Dec. 

4,160 
1,500 
7,500 

5,500 
1,500 
7,800 

SI  ,350 
300 

5,000 

5,000 

285,000 

426,000 

140,000 

75,000 

75,000 

170,000 

6,300 

2,500 

28,600 

80,000 

400 

162,200 

5,600 

2,500 

33,000 

100,000 

400 

4,500 
20,000 

$7,800 
700 

400,000 

475,000 

76,000 

18,500 
25,000 
14,350 

18,600 
25,000 
19,392 

6,012 

67,200         64,500 


Public   Lilra- 
ry 

Rents...  i 

Schools 

Sewer  Dep't.. 

Unclaimed 
Drafts 


2,500 

106,000 

20,000 

20,000 

2,000 


2,500 

105,000 

52,000 

25,000 

2,000 


32,000 
5,000 


Excess  of  liq- 
uor -  license 
revenues  pre- 
vious finan- 
cial year 

Excess  of  ac- 
tual income 
and  taxes 
over  estimat- 
ed income  and 
taxes  previ- 
ous financial 

year 

Unexpended 
balances  of 
appropria- 
tions pre- 
vious finan- 
cial year 


$1,349,900  $1,621,892  $283,192  $11,200 


158,000       166,000        8,000 


75,000       475,000    400,000 


300,000       100,000 


Totals $1,682,900  $2,362,892  $691,192  $11,200 

1880-81.  1881-82. 

Appropriations $10,190,387     $10,454,615 

Estimated  income 1,682,»00         2,362,892 


Percentage   for   non-collec 
tions 


Amount  required  to  be  taxed 
exclusive  of  State  tax j 


$8,507,487 


$8,091,723 
323,669 


340,299 
1,847,786   $8,415,S92 


$432,394 


Total  increase  of  estimated  appropriations 
for  1881-82 $944,467 

Total  decrease  of  estimated  appropriations 
for  1881-82 $264,228 


Income. 

Estimated  income  1881-82 $2,362,892 

1880-81 1,682,900 

Increase  of  income  1881-82 $679,992 


Percentage  of  Taxes. 

Four  per  cent,  on  amount  re- 
quired in  1880-81 ($8,507,487 )    $340,299 

Four  per  cent,  on  amount  re- 
quired in  1881-82 (8,091,723)      323,669 

Decreasein  1881-82 $16,630 


Recapitulation. 

Net  increase  in  income  in  1881-82 $679,992 

Net  decrease  of  percentage  in  1881-82 16,630 

$696,622 

Net  increase  of  appropriations  1881-82 264,228 

Increase  of  the  amount  to  be  taxed,  as  stat- 
ed on  the  preceding  page $432,394 


The  accompanying  communications,  which  I 
have  received  from  the  several  boards,  depart- 
ments and  committees,  give  the  details  of  the  ap- 
propriations which  they  require. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
Alfred  T.  Turner, 

Auditor  of  Accounts. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  with 
such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  sent 
up. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Petition  of  Nathaniel  Seaver  et  al.  in  favor  of 
election  of  E.  T.  Stowers  as  Superintendent  of 
Chelsea-street  Bridge.    Placed  on  file. 

Reports  and  orders  authorizing  buildiug  per- 
mits to  be  issued,  viz. — 

To  Frank  H.  Wellington,  Shurtleff  court, 
Ward  4. 

To  Butchers'  Slaughtering  and  Melting  Associa- 
tion, Market  street,  Ward  25. 

Orders  passed  in  concurrence. 

Amendment  to  the  order  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  to  report  the  reasons  for  a  sec- 
ond appropriation  for  building  the  addition  to 
Marcella  street  Home,  by  striking  out  "buildiDgs" 
and  inserting  "institutions."  Laid  on  the  taDle 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12. 

Report  and  order  for  transfers  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriations  for  contingent 
fund  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  joint  com- 
mittees having  no  appropriation  in  charge,  of 
$600   each.    Ordered  to  a  second   reading.      On 
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motion  of  Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18,  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended and  the  order  was  passed — yeas  55,  nays  0 
—in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  for  transfers  to  tha  appropri- 
ation for  Marcella-street  Home  buildings  of  $9000 
from  the  appropriation  for  the  Housft  of  Industry 
jnno  from  the  appropriation  for  the  House 
of  Correction.    Order  passed  to  second  reading. 

Representation  in  the  Council  from  Ward22. 

Order  to  petition  for  au  act  to  authorize  the 
election  of  three  Common  Councilmen  in  Ward  32 
and  two  in  Ward  25. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  moved  that  further 
consideration  of  the  order  be  specially  assigned  to 
the  next  meeting  at  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Greenougb  of  Ward  9  moved  as  a  substi- 
tute that  the  order  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mi .  Whitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  motion  to  specially  assign  takes  precedence 
of  the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone. 

The  President — The  point  is  well  taken. 

Mr.  AYkeeler  of  Ward  10— I  hope  the  motion  to 
specially  assign  will  not  prevail,  and  that  the  mo- 
tion to  indefinitely  postpone  will  be  passed.  It 
is  a  matter  that  we  cannot  properly  pass.  It 
would  be  subversive  of  our  charter  in  certain  re- 
spects. 1  think  it  will  not  be  urged  by  members 
from  those  wards  in  this  body.  It  certainly  ought 
to  have  been  presented  here  first,  but  I  will  not 
say  anything  about  the  discourtesy  of  offering  it 
in  the  other  branch.  It  will  work  great  injustice 
to  the  other  wards.  For  Instance,  three  wards 
would  be  entitled  to  at  least  five  members  in  the 
Common  Council  if  Ward  22  is  given  the  number 
asked  for.  The  average  number  of  inhabitants 
of  the  several  wards  is  about  14,500,  or  a  very  lit- 
tle more  than  that  number.  Ward  25  falls  short 
of  that  a  very  large  number,  about  8000,  and 
Ward  22  at  least  2000.  I  hope  the  motion  to  spe- 
cially assign  will  not  prevail,  and  that  subse- 
quently the  motion  to  Indefinitely  postpone  will 
be  made  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25 — I  hope  the  motions  to 
specially  and  indefinitely  postpone  will  not  pre- 
vail, and  that  we  shall  concur  with  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  The  gentleman  says  that  the  wards 
fall  short  of  the  average  population.  By  refer- 
ring to  the  report  of  the  Registrars  of  Voters  he 
will  find  that  six  wards,  Nos.  3,  4,  5,  7,  9  and  10, 
have  less  population  than  Ward  22,  and  Ward  8 
has  only  eighty  more.  So  you  see  there  are  seven 
wards  that  have  about  the  same  population  as 
Ward  22. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8— As  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  business,  by  general  consent  I  will  with- 
draw the  motion  aud  let  it  pass  hy  until  the  un- 
debatable  matters  have  been  disposed  of. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12,  the  or- 
der was  laid  on  the  table. 

FIRES  AND    ALARMS  FOR  FEBRUARY. 

The  report  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  of  the 
number  and  character  of  the  fires  in  February 
was  received  and  sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whilmore  of  Ward  12,  the 
rule  was  suspended  to  allow  him  to  submit  the 
report  of  a  committee. 

JOIJiT  RULES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  follow- 
ing (City  Doc.  33): 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Rules  and 
Orders  of  the  City  Council  beg  leave  to  submit  a 
further  report  at  this  time,  as  follows: 

The  committee  recommends  a  verbal  change  in 
the  present  joint  rule  No.  13,  and  the  addition  of 
three  new  rules;  the  latter  being  found  necessary 
to  give  effect  to  existing  customs,  or  to  remedy 
certain  inconveniences.  The  change  in  rule  No. 
13  is  to  substitute  the  words  "fail  to  pass"  in 
place  of  "is  rejected,  '  and  the  omission  of  the 
last  paragraph.    The  rule  would  then  read — 

13.  If  any  ordinance,  order  or  resolution,  origi- 
nating in  one  branch,  shall  fail  to  pass  in  the 
other,  notice  shall  be  given,  under  the  signature 
of  the  clerk,  to  the  branch  in  which  the  same 
originated. 

The  new  joint  rules  are  as  follows: 

23.  All  papers  requiring  concurrent  action  shall 
be  transmitted  from  one  branch  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  the  other,  with  the  action  of  the  branch 
sending  them  indorsed  thereon,  and  signed  by 
the  regular  presiding  officer  of  such  branch,  or  in 
hts  absence  by  the  clerk,  or  assistant  clerk,  of 
such  body.  In  cafe  of  votes  or  action  by  either 
branch,  not  based  on  written  orders  or  papers, 
notice  of  the  same  shall  be  transmitted  to  the 
other  branch,  signed  as  hereinbefore  directed. 


24.  Any  report  containing  any  recommendation 
other  than  "leave  to  withdraw"  or  "inexpedient 
to  take  further  action,"  shall  be  accompanied  by 
an  ordinance,  order  or  resolve  embodying  such 
recommendation,  and  such  report  shall  be  acted 
upon  separately. 

25.  Any  member  of  a  joint  committee  may  sub- 
mit a  minority  report  at  the  same  time  as  the  ma- 
jority report,  and  if  the  latter  be  in  print,  he 
shall  be  allowed  to  submit  his  report  also  in  print. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien. 

Clinton  Yiles. 

Andrew  J.  Bailey1. 

William  H.  Whitmore. 

Eugene  B.  Hagar. 
Special  Committee  on  Joint  Rules  and  Orders. 
Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  that  the  joint  rules  as 
reported  hy  the  committee  be  adopted.  The 
Council  will  see  that  it  is  a  unanimous  report. 
The  new  rules  are  merely  business  ones,  to  com- 
ply with  the  existing  custom  existing  be- 
tween the  two  branches,  except  rule  24,  which 
prevents  one  of  the  inconveniences  we  experi- 
enced last  year,  and  will  enable  us  to  separate 
matters  when  they  come  up.  I  think  the  Council 
will  be  perfectly  safe  to  accept  these  rales  and 
add  them  to  the  present  joint  rules. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  committee  were  adopted.  Mr.  Whit- 
more moved  to  reconsider,  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

SCHOOL   EXPENDITURES. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  called  ud  the  special  as- 
signment for  8  P.  M.,  viz. : 

Minority  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
recommending  the  rejection  of  an  order  reported 
by  the  majority  of  said  committee  for  certain 
transfers  from  the  Reserved  Fund  to  appropria- 
tions for  the  School  Department. 

The  question  was  upon  accepting  the  minority 
report  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  shall  vote  against  the  acceptance 
of  the  minority  report,  or  the  report  in  the  con 
dition  in  which  it  is  now,  with  that  of  the  minor- 
ity substituted  for  that  of  the  majority;  and  this 
seems  to  be  a  proper  time  to  make  a  few  remarks 
—which  I  assure  the  Council  will  be  brief,  and 
will  be  made  with  some  care— in  reviewing  the 
present  legal  relations  of  the  School  Board  and 
the  City  Council,  with  especial  reference  to  such 
appropriations.  A  very  prominent  member  of 
the  School  Committee  in  former  years,  who 
retired  from  that  body  last  year,  in  a  com- 
munication to  me  last  spring  suggested 
that  the  motto,  "The  City  Council  is  not  re- 
sponsible for  the  expenditures  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee," ought  to  be  posted  conspicuously  in 
every  place  where  there  was  room  enough  to  put 
it.  He  suggested  that,  because  it  was  claimed  on 
the  one  hand  that  the  City  Council  are  responsi- 
ble lor  the  school  expenses,  and  it  was  claimed 
by  the  School  Committee  on  the  other  hand  that 
we  were  not  responsible,  and  had  nothing  to  do 
with  them.  That  is  one  of  the  questions  involved 
in  this  majority  report.  The  total  appropria- 
tions and  transfers  for  the  year  1880-81 
were  $10,190,387.  The  expenses  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  which  we  are  obliged  to  raise,  were 
$325,000;  the  interest  and  premium  item  is  $1,6'4  - 
000,  making  $1,149,000  to  be  deducted  from 
$10,190,387,  leaving  an  appropriation  of  $8,141,387 
tor  all  the  purposes  which  the  City  Govern- 
ment and  irs  several  boards  and  departments 
could  expend  during  the  current  financial  year— 
that  is,  for  such  purposes  as  Police  Department, 
Public  Institutions,  Streets,  Library,  the  Poor 
and  all  other  purposes.  In  that  was  an  item  of 
$1,769,000  for  school  purposes,— and  that  is  more 
than  one-fifth  of  the  whole  amount.  The 
amount  in  the  tax  rate  represented  by 
the  school  expenditures  is  more  than  one-fifth 
of  the  whole  rate  per  $1000,  and  last  year  that 
item  was  an  increase  over  the  previous  year  of 
$116,757.  It  will  be  noticed  that  for  a  few  years 
past  there  has  been  a  constant  increase  in  the  to- 
tal amount  required  for  school  expense?  Now 
sir,  it  is  an  interesting  question  to  the  memoers 
of  this  Council— who  are  held  responsible  by  the 
people  and  who  have  to  meet  that  issue  every  au- 
tumn—as to  whether  they  have  been  economical  in 
the  administration  of  city  affairs,  and  whether 
the  tax  rate  is  kept  where  It  ought  to  be  aud  the 
appropriations  are  not  onerous  on  the  citizens  and 
are  properly  apportioned  to  different  needs— 
to  know  whether  we  are  responsible  for  four- 
fifths  or  five-fifths  of  the  total  expenditures  of 
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the  city,  and  just  what  our  responsibility  is.  I 
claim,  sir,  that  we  are  responsible.  I  turn  to  the 
act  of  June  25, 1779 — which  is  the  leading  statute, 
and  is  a  rich  one  to  refer  to  for  the  idea  and  spirit 
of  our  school  system — and  find  that  towns  and 
cities  are  required  to  maintain  schools,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  towns  are  authorized  to  levy  and 
assess  taxes  for  the  support  of  schools, along  with 
the  other  public  taxes;  and  by  a  later  statute,  1800, 
they  were  authorized  to  raise  money  to  build 
school  bouses.  The  district  system  prevailed 
then.  In  each  district  there  was  a  Prudential 
Committee  to  look  after  the  expenditure  of  money 
raised  iD  town  meeting  for  the  support  of  schools. 
The  inhabitants  raised  the  money;  they  appro- 
priated such  an  amount  as  they  thought  judi- 
cious for  the  support  of  schools,  and  the  pruden- 
tial committees  in  the  different  districts  saw  that 
that  money  was  properly  expended.  By 
a  subsequent  statute,  passed  in  1802,  the 
inhabitants  were  authorized  to  raise  money 
for  the  purchase  of  land  for  the  erection  of  school- 
houses  upon  it.  That  is  far  enough  back  to  go 
for  the  purposes  of  the  present  consideration. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  the  city  charter  of  Boston 
(which  was  an  act  of  February,  1822),  incorporated 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  as  a  city,  and  de- 
clared that  they  should 

"Have,  exercise  and  enjoy  all  the  rights  and 
immunities,  powers  and  privileges,  and  shall 
be  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  obligations, 
now  incumbent  upon  and  appertaining  to 
said  town  as  a  municipal  corporation;  and 
the  administration"  [I  quote  from  the 
city  charter]  "of  all  the  fiscal,  prudential 
and  municipal  concerns  of  said  city,  with  the  con- 
duct and  government  thereof,  shall  be  vested"  in 
"the  City  Council,  together  with  such  other  board 
of  officers  as  are  hereinafter  specified." 

The  charter  then  defines  the  duties  and  powers 
of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  and  then  in  section 
15  it  says — 

"All  other  powers  now  by  law  vested  in  the 
town  of  Boston,  or  in  the  inhabitants  thereof ,  as 
a  municipal  corporation,  shall  be  and  hereby  are 
vested  in  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council  of  the  said  city,  to  be  exercised  by  con- 
current vote."  t- 

So  then,  by  the  city  charter,  it  is  the  right  ami 
duty  of  the  City  Council,  by  concurrent  vote,  to 
raise  and  appropriate  money  for  school  purposes, 
whether  it  be  for  maintaining  the  schools,  erect- 
ing houses  or  buying  land  on  which  to  build  them. 
The  charter  further  says— 

"The  said  City  Council  shall  also  have  power  to 
provide  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  such 
taxes,  and  to  make  appropriations  of  all  public 
monyes,and  provide  for  the  disbursement  thereof, 
and  take  suitable  measures  to  insure  a  just  and 
prompt  account  thereof." 

It  then  goes  on  to  authorize  the  election  of  City 
Clerk,  Treasurer,  Assessors  of  Taxes,  and  other 
city  officers,  which  are  to  be  chosen  by  the  City 
Council.  It  provides  that  other  officers,  as  fol- 
lows— Fire  Wards,  Overseers  of  the  Poor  and 
School  Committee— shall  be  elected  by  the  citi- 
zens; and  following  that  (for  those  are  the  offi 
cers  and  board  mentioned  in  the  charter)  it  goes 
on  to  say  (sect.  20)  that  "All  boards  and  officers, 
acting  under  the  authority  of  the  said  corpora- 
tion, and  intrusted  with  the  expenditure  of  pub- 
lic moDey,  shall  be  accountable  therefor  to  the 
City  Council  in  such  manner  as  they  may  direct." 

Then  by  a  subsequent  section  it  is  made  the 
duty  of  the  City  Council  to  publish  and  distribute 
for  the  information  of  the  citizens  annually  a  par- 
ticular statement  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  all  public  moneys.  So  that  the  charter, 
Mr.  President,  makes  the  School  Committee  ac- 
countable to  us,  and  makes  us  accountable  to  the 
people.  It  is  our  duty  to  inform  and  explain  to 
the  people,  and  it  is  their  right  under  the  charter 
to  hold  us  responsible  for,  the  amount  of  the  ex- 
penditures. Now,  the  next  point  in  the  statute 
to  which  I  wish  to  call  attention  is  chapter 
38,  section  16,  of  the  General  Statutes.  That 
statute  defines  the  duties  of  towns  and  cities 
in  respect  to  maintaining  the  public  schools,  and 
it  also  defines  the  duties  of  school  committees  in 
relation  to  these  questions.  It  provides  that  th» 
School  Committee  may  select  and  contract  with 
teachers;  that  they  shall  procure  a  suitable  sup- 
ply of  text-books;  that  their  discretion  shall  be 
taken  as  to  the  addition  of  certain  optional  or 
more  advanced  studies  to  those  absolutely  re- 
quired by  statute.  It  also  provides  that  the  sev- 
eral towns  shall  at  their  annual  meetings, 
or     at     regular    meetings   called    for   the   pur- 


pose, raise  "such  sums  of  money  for  the 
support  of  schools  as  they  judge  necessary." 
That  is  the  language  of  the  statute — "such  sums 
of  money  as  they  judge  necessary."  By  chapter 
241  of  1875,  the  School  Committee  of  Boston  was 
reorganized.  By  that  chapter,  the  School  Com- 
mittee may  elect  their  subordinate  officers  and 
fix  their  compensation;  and  they 

"Shall  have  the  supervision  and  direction  of  the 
public  schools,  and  shall  exercise  the  powers  and 
perform  the  duties  in  relation  to  the  care  and 
management  of  schools  which  are  now  exercised 
and  performed  by  the  School  Committee  of  said 
city,  except  so  far  as  they  may  be  changed  or 
modified  by  this  act,  and  shall  have  the  powers 
and  discharge  the  duties  which  may  be  hereafter 
imposed  by  law  upon  the  school  committees  of 
cities  and  towns." 

Then  it  goes  on  to  specify:  They  may  elect  and 
discharge  teachers;  shall  appoint  janitors,  and 
fix  their  duties  and  compensation;  may  fix  the 
compensation  of  teachers;  and  the  building  or 
altering  of  schoolhouses  shall  be  done  with  their 
approval.  They  "shall  elect  a  Superintendent  of 
Schools  and  a  Board  of  Supervisors  consisting  of 
not  more  than  six  members,  and  define  their  du- 
ties and  fix  their  compensation.  By  the  statute 
of  1876,  chapter  47,  the  School  Committee  shall  di- 
rect what  text-books  shall  be  used,  and  they  shall 
prescribe  the  studies.  By  the  statute  of  the  same 
year,  chapter  3,  sewing  may  be  taught.  By  chapter 
53  of  1877  the  School  Committee  of  Boston  was  in- 
corporated for  the  purpose  of  holding  trust 
moneys,  etc.,  "with  all  the  powers  and  privileges 
and  subject  to  all  the  duties,  restrictions  and 
liabilities  set  forth  in  all  general  laws,"  etc. 

So  that  the  law  in  regard  to  the  School  Com- 
mittee is  substantially  as  it  was  left  by  the  city 
charter,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  our  responsibility 
for  the  appropriations  for  school  purposes.  Now, 
Mr.  President,  this  being  the  law,  what  is  it  poli- 
tic for  us  to  do  in  respect  to  the  present  emergen- 
cy? The  School  Committee  see  that  the  appro- 
priation will  be  exhausted.  It  was  a  liberal  ap- 
propriation— more  than  sufficient  to  maintain  the 
schools  for  the  statutory  time.  The  statute  re- 
quires us  to  maintain  a  high  school  for  the  period 
of  thirty-six  weeks  in  each  year,  and  a  sufficient 
number  of  grammar  or  lower  grade  schools  for  a 
period  of  six  months  in  each  year.  That 
the  statute  absolutely  requires  of  us. 
"We  are  in  this  condition,  Mr.  President: 
The  statute  puts  it  in  the  power  of  the 
School  Committee  to  engage  the  teachers  and  fix 
their  salaries,  and  binds  us  to  the  payment  ol 
them;  to  do  in  like  manner  with  the  superinten- 
dent and  supervisors  of  schools  and  janitors  of 
scholhouses;  to  designate  the  text-books  to  be 
used  and  prescribe  the  course  of  study;  to  pur- 
chase a  sufficient  supply  of  text-books  and  to  ap- 
point or  elect,  and  fix  the  compensation  of  their 
own  subordinate  officers.  The  only  thing  we  have 
any  direct  control  of  up  to  the  point  of  main- 
taining the  schools  with  reasonable  fulfilment  of 
the  requisition  for  a  period  of  six  and  nine 
months  is  in  the  matter  of  building  school- 
houses.  Well,  the  proportion  of  the  school  ex- 
penditures for  building  schoolhouses  and  repair- 
ing the  sam6  last  year  was  about  one-quarter  of 
the  appropriation  for  school  purposes;  so 
that  over  three-quarters  of  the  appropria- 
tion we  practically  had  no  control,  and  over  the 
other  quarter  we  had  control  jointly  with  the 
School  Committee  and  are  jointly  responsible  with 
them  for  it.  Now,  then,  Mr.  President,  the  ap- 
propriation is  exhausted,  or  will  be,  beforehand, 
and  the  School  Committee  come  —  as  they  have 
come  repeatedly  before  —  and  tell  us  they  have 
used  the  money  and  contracted  for  a  larger  ap- 
propriation. What  shall  we  do?  Refuse  to  grant 
it,  as  the  minority  wonld  have  us?  Grant  it  un- 
der protest,  as  the  majority  would  have  us  do?  or 
grant  it  and  say  nothing  about  it,  as  several  gen- 
tlemen, I  am  aware,  are  prepared  to  say?  I  do 
not  find  from  the  examination  of  the  statutes 
and  the  decisions  upon  the  points  raised  in 
the  courts  under  these  school  statutes,  that 
we  have  any  right  which  we  can  exer- 
cise in  the  matter  to  practically  effect  a 
limit  to  their  expenditures,  unless  we  vote  to 
close  the  schools.  That  we  have  clearly  the  right 
to  do  under  the  statutes  and  decisions  of  the  Su- 
preme Court. 

Mr.  Pratt's  time  having  expired,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  the  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  thank  the  Council  for  their  cour- 
tesy. I  was  saying  that  we  have  a  right  to  pass 
an     order    closing  the   primary   and   grammar 
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schools  any  time  after  they  have  been  kept  a 
period  of  six  months,  and  to  pass  an  order  closing 
the  high  school  after  it  has  been  kept  a  period 
of  nine  months,  and  other  schools  at  any 
time.  Tn  that  way  we  might  place  some 
limit  upon  the  expenditures  of  the  School 
Committee.  But  1  do  not  believe  the 
time  has  come  to  do  that:  and  I  don't  believe 
that  the  City  Council,  as  at  present  advised,  and 
in  the  present  state  of  affairs,  will  think  that 
would  be  judicious  action  to  take.  If  we  do  not 
grant  this  appropriation,  and  do  not  pass  the 
necessary  orders  for  it,  then  the  city  is  liable  for 
the  amount  all  the  same,  and  will  have  to  pay  the 
bill  somewhere — either  at  the  end  of  an  execution 
or  otherwise.  But,  Mr.  President,  I  go  a  little 
farther,  and  then  1  stop.  I  am  not  prepared  to 
argue  tonight  that  the  School  Committee  are  ex- 
travagant, or  that  the  amount  they  spend  is 
larger  than  ought  to  be  expended  on  the  public 
schools,  although  I  know  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  feeling  to  that  effect.  But  1 
do  think  the  School  Committee  ought  to  con- 
sider the  amount  of  the  appropriations 
made  by  the  City  Government,  and  bring  their 
expenditures  within  those  appropriations.  If 
they  try,  and  cannot,  then  it  is  all  right  to  come 
up  and  ask  us  for  something  with  which  to  help 
them  out.  But  year  after  year  they  not  only  don't 
try  to,  but  they  try  not  to.  That  is  what  makes 
the  trouble  between  the  City  Council  and  the 
School  Committee.  I  do  not  know  that  the  School 
Committee  think  they  are  not  responsible  to  the 
City  Council,  but  I  know  former  members  of  that 
board  have  thought  and  publicly  stated  that  the 
City  Council  has  no  control  of  the  ex- 
penditures for  schools,  have  nothing  to  do 
but  to  appropriate  such  sums  as  that  com- 
mittee require  for  schools.  I  think  that 
idea  is  erroneous.  As  the  city  charter 
preserves  to  us  the  rights  which  the  in- 
habitants of  towns  in  town  meeting  had,  to  ap- 
propriate such  sums  as  we  judge  best  for  the 
public  schools;  imposes  upon  us  duties  and  obli- 
gations which  have  rested  upon  the  inhabitants  in 
town  meeting  assembled,  to  provide  for  the  ex- 
penditures necessary  for  carrying  on  the  city  in 
all  its  branches,  and  holds  us  responsible  to  'the 
citizens  for  all  appropriations;  requires  us  to  keep 
a  strict  account  and  render  a  particular  and  de- 
tailed statement  every  year  to  the  citizens,  so 
that  they  can  see  how  the  money  is  expended, 
and  when  we  see  that  that  state  of  the  law 
is  not  affected  by  any  statute  passed 
since  (but  it  has  been  reenacted  more  than  once 
"that  the  City  Council  shall  appropriate  such 
sums  of  money  as  they  judge  necessary  for  the 
support  of  public  schools").  1  think  they  should 
consider  and  remember  that  we  do  have  some 
right  to  question  them  as  to  the  manner  ir.  which 
they  spend  their  part  of  these  appropriations — 
some  right  to  consider  the  amount  of  the  appro- 
priation. And  more  than  thaj,  it  is  our  duty  to 
exercise  such  control  as  we  can  over  the  amount 
of  them  in  wisdom  and  prudence,  so  far  as  we 
are  capable.  So  I  come  to  the  following  conclu- 
sions, Mr.  President: 

(1.)  That  theSchool  Committee  has  the  right  to 
elect  and  fix  the  compensation  of  teachers,  Su- 
perintendent of  schools,  and  supervisors,  to  the 
number  of  six  (and  they  are  obliged  to  elect  some 
supervisors  and  one  superintendent);  to  appoint 
janitors  and  fix  their  compensation;  to  direct 
what  books  shall  be  used  and  prescribe  a  course 
of  studies;  to  elect  certain  subordinate  officers 
and  clerks  and  fix  their  compensation;  to  compel, 
in  their  discretion,  instruction  in  certain  supple- 
mentary branches;  and  that  their  approval  must 
be  obtained  for  the  location,  erection  or  altera- 
f  school  buildings.  And  in  this  con- 
nection i  wish  to  say  that  one-quarter  of  the 
appropriation  has  been  expended  with  the 
concurrent  action  of  the  School  Board,  and  of  the 
remaining  sum  all  but  about  $300,000  is  for  com- 
pensation of  instructors,  which  the  committee 
Dave  the  absolute  right  to  fix,  and  must  be  paid; 
and  that  $300,000  is  all  the  margin  for  the  other 
things,  and  even  out  of  that  there  are  some  things 
which  the  School  Committee  have  the  right  to  fix, 
and  have  fixed,  so  there  is  very  little  chance  new 
for  us  te  exercise  any  right  to  interfere. 

I  come  to  the  conclusion  (2)  that  the  City  Council 
is  required  by  statute  to  maintain  one  high  school 
for  thirty-six  weeks  in  each  year,  and  primary  and 
grammar  schools  six  months  in  each  year,  and  to 
appropriate  and  raise  for  the  purpose  "such  sums 
of  money  as  they  judge  necessary." 

(3.)  That  the  City  Council  is  responsible  directly 


to  the  people  for  the  amount  so  raised  and  ex- 
pended. 

(4.)  That  the  School  Committee  is  in  lact  re- 
sponsible by  law  to  the  City  Council  for  such 
school  expenditures,  and  that  we  are  responsible 
directly  to  the  people. 

(5.)  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  City  Council  to 
exercise  its  best  judgment,  and  control  the  ex- 
penses prudently,  as  far  as  practicable,  in  respect 
to  school  expenditures,  as  to  all  others. 

(6.)  That  this  judgment  and  control  ought  to 
be  recognized  by  the  School  Committee,  and  ex- 
ercised in  cooperation  and  harmony  with  the 
City  Council. 

(7.)  That  it  is  competent  for  us,  if  we  think 
best,  to  pass  orders  closing  the  primary  and 
grammar  schools  at  the  end  of  six  months,  and 
the  high  school  at  the  end  of  nine  months  in  any 
year,  and  other  schools  at  any  time. 

(8.)  That  it  is  not  only  our  right  but  our  duty, 
under  the  charter,  to  call  the  School  Committee 
to  account,  or  to  express  our  disapprobation 
whenever,  in  our  judgment,  their  appropriation 
is  extravagantly  expended. 

And  beyond  that,  I  think,  Mr.  President.we  can- 
not go  very  far  except  it  be  in  conference  with  the 
School  Committee,  in  coming  in  some  way  to  a 
right  understanding  of  the  relations  of  the  two 
boards,  and  in  bringing  about  an  era  in  which 
the  City  Government  shall  recognize  that  the 
School  Committee  is  the  proper  board  to  judge  of 
the  needs  for  school  purposes;  and  the 
School  Committee  shall  recognize  the  fact 
that  the  City  Council  is  directly  responsi- 
ble to  the  people  for  the  aggregate  amount  of  ap- 
propriation for  all  city  expenditures;  and 
in  which  the  board  shall  recognize  the  fact 
that  prudence  should  be  exercised  in  ihe 
management  of  school  expenditures,  as  well  as 
the  expenditures  of  all  other  branches  of  the 
City  Government,  to  the  end  that  the  total  appro- 
priations may  be  kept  as  low  and  distributed  as 
wisely  as  possible  among  the  different  objects 
which  it  is  necessary  shall  be  provided  for 
by  the  City  Council.  1  hope  the  Coun- 
cil will  not  concur  in  the  acceptance  of  the  mi- 
nority report,  but  will  substitute  tbe  report  of 
4 he  majority  and  pass  the  order  as  it  has  been  re- 
lorted  by  the  Finance  Committee.  I  am  not 
sure  that  I  should  agree,  tonight,  to  strong 
terms  of  censure  of  the  School  Committee,  but  I 
should  agree  to  some  strong  terms  emphasizing 
the  necessity  of  having  our  expenditures  for 
schools  retrenched  along  with  those  of  the  other 
branches  of  the  City  Government. 

Mr.  Wbitmore  of  Ward  12  moved  to  substitute 
the  majority  for  the  minority  report,  and  called 
for  the  previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  majority  report  was  substituted  for  that  of 
the  minority,  and  the  order  of  the  majority  was 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr.Hart  of  "Ward  18, 
the  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  of  the  ma- 
jority was  passed — yeas  48,  nays  14: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barry,  Bartlett,  Beal,  Bigelow, 
Boyle,  Brimbecom,  Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  Con- 
nell,  Costello,  Cronin,  Daly,  Denney,  John 
Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  larwell,  Fisk, 
Ford,  Freeman,  Gove,  Greenough,  Hagar,  Hart, 
Hilton,  Hosley,  Maguire,  McCormick,  P.  J.  Mc- 
Laughlin, Means,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Murphy,  Park- 
man,  Pratt,  Pray,  Quigley,  Rosnosky,  Smith, 
Swan,  Viles,  Wakefield,  Walsh,  Wharton,  Wheeler, 
Whitmore,  Williams— 48. 

Nays— Messrs.  H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Cotton,  Dev- 
lin, C.  F.  Doherty,  Fitzpatrick,  Lovell,  J.  A.  Mc- 
Laughlin, McNamara,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Pow- 
ers, Rogers,  Teevan— 14. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Bowker,  Dana, 
Gomez,  Harding,  Huntress,  Lauten,  Mathews, 
Pope,  Welch— 9. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion.   Lost.    Sent  up. 

FIRST  ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  called  up  the  special 
assignment  for  8.15  P.  M.,  viz.,  Report  nominating 
and  election  of  thirty-three  first  assistant  assess- 
ors. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended and  an  election  and  committee  of  eight 
to  count  ballots  were  ordered. 

Committee— Messrs.  Whitman  of  Ward  12, 
Child  of  Ward  17,  Maguire  of  Ward  19,  Lovell  of 
Ward  1,  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8,  Welch  of  Ward  7 
and  Brown  of  Ward  23. 


Ill 


COMMON       COUNCIL, 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18  the  roll  was 
called,  with  the  following  result: 

Present— Hailey,  Barry,  Bartlett,  Beal,  Bigelow, 
Bowker,  Boyle,  Brimbecom,  Brown,  Child,  H. 
Claupi  H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin.  Connell,  Costello,  Cot- 
ton, Cronin,  Daly,  Denney,  Devlin,  J.  Doherty,  C. 
F.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell,  Fisk, 
Fitzpatrick,  Ford,  Freeman,  Gove,  Greenougn, 
Hagar,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Loveli,  Magnire, 
Mathews,  McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J. 
McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Means,  N.  M.  Morrison, 
P.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Murphy,  Parkman,  Powers, 
Pratt,  Pray,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Rosnosky,  Smith, 
Swan,  Teevan,  Viles,  Wakefield,  Walsh,  Welch, 
Wharton,  Wheeler,  Whitmore,  Williams— 66. 

Absents — Dana,  Gomez,  Harding,  Huntress,  Lau- 
ten,  Pope— 6. 

The  ballot  was  had. 

First    Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 66 

Necessary  to  a  choice 34 

*  Andrew  J.  Browne 38 

♦Michael  1>.  Collins 37 

♦George  A.  Comins 40 

•William  H.  Oundy 42 

Louis  Congdon 7 

Robert  Culbert 33 

*.John  H.  Duane 55 

♦Joseph  L.  Drew 45 

William  W .  Dromey 29 

♦Constant  jf .  Drury 41 

Edward  B.  Daily 30 

♦William  J.Ellis 43 

♦Hiram  E.  Felch 38 

Richard  J.  Fennelly 32 

♦Joseph  R.  Grose 42 

*  J  ohn  H .  Giblin . .  53 

♦Clark  D.  Garey 37 

♦John  H.  Griggs 40 

♦Samuel  B.  Krogman 47 

*  William  B.  Long 40 

♦John  J.  Murphy 44 

♦George  S.  Pendergast 41 

♦William  Parkman 41 

♦John  Pierce 40 

♦Henry  Pierce 52 

George  D.  Kicker 28 

♦George  A.  Shaw 37 

♦William  N.  Starrett 47 

♦William  B.  Smart 49 

John  B.  Shea 32 

William  A.  Wheeler 36 

George  W.  Warren 36       ft 

Alfred  1.  Woodbury 10      ^ 

♦Charles  E.  Grant 42 

♦Artemas  R.  Holden 38 

♦George  W.  Kingman 37 

♦Horace  Loring 37 

♦Thomas  Leavitt 39 

♦Horace  Smith  37 

♦Charles  W.  Smith 39 

♦Charles  E.  Temple 40 

Georee  Warren 34 

♦Gideon  Walker 40 

Hiram  Ames 4 

L.  Foster  Morse 19 

Frederick  H.  Field 31 

Walter  B.  Wood 17 

JohnC.  Cook 1 

Andrew  J.  O'Dowd 24 

Dolphus  D.Taylor 3 

Samuel  S.  Wilson 1 

Joseph  P.  Dunn 1 

John  Osborne,  Jr 1 

The  thirty-two  marked  *  were  elected  on  the 
part  of  the  Council. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Emery  of  Ward  18,  a  second 
ballot  was  ordered  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Committee,    Messrs.   Whitmore   of    Ward   12, 
Child  of  Ward  17,  Loveli  of  Ward  18. 
Second  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 68 

Necessary  for  a  choice 35 

George  W.  Warren  had 23 

WilliaooA.  Wheeler 3 

Robert  Culbert 6 

L.  Foster  Morse 5 

W.  W.  Dromey 18 

R.J.  Fennelley 2 

Frederick  H.  Field 7 

George  D.  Rlcker 4 

There  was  no  choice. 

It  was  voted  to  proceed  to  another  ballot,  and 
the  same  committee  acted. 

Third  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 65 

Necessary  to  a  choice S3 

William  W.  Dromey  had 36 

George  W.  Warren 25 

Robert  Culbert 3 

R.J.  Fennelley 1 

Mr.  Dromey  was  elected. 
Sent  up. 

At  the  close  of  the  first  ballot  for  Assessors,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10,  the  rule  was 
suspended  to  allow  him  to  offer  an  order. 


LUNCH. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  the  rule 
was  suspended,  and  he  offered  an  order— That  the 
City  Messenger  be  directed  to  provide  a  lunch  for 
the  members  of  the  Comm>  n  Council  and  the 
reporters;  the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  Continent  Fund  of  the  Common 
Council.  Passed.  Mr.  Freeman  moved  a  recon- 
sideration hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

A  recess  was  subsequently  taken  in  accordance 
with  the  above. 

SUPERINTENDENTS    OF   BRIDGES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10,  the 
Council  proceeded  to  an  election  for  Superintend- 
ents of  Bridges.  Committee— Messrs,  Freeman  of 
Ward  10,  Barry  of  Ward  16,  and  Ford  of  Ward  17. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 64 

Necessary  for  a  choice 33 

For  Superintendent  of  Federal-street  Bridge. 

Jacob  Norris 61* 

For  Superintendent  of  Dover-street  Bridge. 

Angus  Nelson 33* 

John  F.  Desmond 28 

For  Superintendent  of  Chelsea-street  Bridge. 

John  Gill 59* 

E.J.  Stover 3 

For  Superintendent  of  Charles  River  Bridge. 

Henry  A.  Bolan 41* 

Edward  F.  O'Neal 21 

For  Superintendent  of  Warren  Bridge. 

Charles  H.  Marple 61* 

For  Superintendent  of  Maiden  Bridge. 

John  Howard    61* 

For  Superintendent  of  Broadway  Bridge. 

JohnC.  Poole ,61* 

For  Superintendent  of  Mt. Washington-avenue 
Bridge. 

Daniel  J.  Holland 64* 

For  Superintendent  of  Meridian-street  Bridge. 

George  Morrison 61* 

For  Superintendent  of  Congress-street  Bridge. 

Matthew  J.  Callahan 63* 

Those  marked  *  were  elected. 
Sent  up. 

Mr.  Bigelow  moved  to  take  from  the  table  the 
order  relative  to  representation  in  the  Common 
Council  from  Ward  22.  Ruled  out  of  oraer. 
THE  G.  A.  R.  PARADE. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21  the  follow- 
ing special  assignments  for  this  meeting  were 
taken  up  and  specially  assigned  to  the  last  meet- 
ing in  March,  viz.: 

Invitation  to  participate  in  services  of  Post  26, 
G.  A,  R.,  on  Decoration  Day.  ■ 

Invitation  to  attend  the  commemoratory  exer- 
cises of  Suffolk  County  Association,  G.  A.  R.,  in 
Tremont  Temple  on  Decoration  Day. 

Ir.vitation  to  participate  in  the  parade  of  said 
association  on  Decoration  Day. 

WIDENING    OF    HARRISON    AVENUE    AND    EXTEN- 
SION OF  D  STREET. 

Mr.  Bartlett  of  Wrard  14  called  up  the  special 
assignment  for  8.30  P.  M.,  viz.: 

Majority  and  minority  reports  on  the  subject 
of  the  extension  of  Harrison  avenue,  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  §160,000;  and  of  the  extension  of  D 
street  at  an  estimated  expense  of  §55,000. 

Mr.  Greenouxh  of  Ward  9— It  seems  to  me  this 
matter  might  just  as  well  go  over  until  next  week. 
I  do  not  see  anything  on  the  order  ot  business 
which  requires  our  attention  tonight,  and  the 
Council  has  done  pretty  well  in  staying  here  and 
putting  through  these  two  elections.  I  move  that 
the  Council  now  adjourn. 

The  President — The  order  ot  business  has  not 
been  gone  through  with  yet,  and  there  are  one  or 
two  matters  to  be  attended  to. 

Mr.  Greenough  withdrew  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  moved  that  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  be  specially  assigned 
to  the  next  meeting  at  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  understand  that 
the  minority  report  will  not  be  pressed.  I  would 
inquire  of  the  gentlemen  who  presented  the  mi- 
nority report. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24— If  this  matter  was  to  be 
pressed  this  evening  I  was  going  to  make  a  state- 
ment, and  I  don't  know  but  it  will  be  just  as  well 
to  make  it  now.  When  the  minority  report  was 
put  in  it  was  done  under  a  misunderstanding  of 
the  facts  on  the  part  of  the  signers.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  who  signed  the  minority 
report  understood  that  the  $160,000  for  the  appro- 
priation would  not  be  sufficient  to  carry  out  the 
Droject.  In  other  words,  that  the  land  which  the 
city  owned  on  Bedford  street— or  the  portion  of 
the  old  English  High  School  lot— would  have 
to     be     added     to      the      $160,000.       But     in 
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conversation  with  tbe  Street  Commissioners 
within  the  last  clay  or  two,  my  colleague  and  my- 
self, who  signed  the  minority  report,  have  learned 
that,  in  making  up  the  estimate  of  $160,000,  that 
was  the  outside  limit,  and  it  included  the  land 
taken  from  the  old  English  High  School  lot, which 
last  year  was  assessed  for  $7  a  foot.  In  making 
up  the  estimate  this  year,  the  Street  Commission- 
ers have  allowed  the  city  $10  a  foot  for  that  land. 
In  other  words,  they  will  convey  to  the  School 
Sinking  Funds  of  the  city  of  Boston  the  amount 
which  the  land  will  bring.  If  this  proposition  is 
consummated  as  it  has  been  offered,  a  large 
amount  of  the  remaining  property  will  then  be 
on  the  corner  of  two  streets,  and  will  command  a 
high  price  per  foot.  They  also  propose  to  assess 
all  the  adjoiniDg  property,  and  it  is  claimed  by 
the  Commissioners  that  this  project  will  not 
only  be  n6  expense  to  the  city  in  the 
end,  but  will  be  a  source  of  income  from 
the  assessments  for  betterments,  and  the 
increased  value  of  taxable  property  which  will  be 
opened,  and  which  is  now  dead  to  all  practical 
intents  and  purposes.  Understanding  that  my 
colleague  is  in  full  sympathy  with  me  in  this  mat- 
ter, if  there  is  no  objection  I  will  withdraw  the 
minority  report. 

Mr.  Whitmore— As  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
24  has  stated  good  cause  tor  action  tonight,  and 
as  this  matter  must  go  to  the  Finance  Committee 
to  be  reported  back  for  final  action,  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  hope  the  previous? ques- 
tion will  not  prevail,  because  I  think  there  is  quite 
a  number  of  gentlemen  besides  myself  who  de- 
sire to  give  this  matter  further  consideration  be- 
fore voting  upon  it. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— I  hope  tbe  previous 
question  will  not  prevail,  for  the  reason  that  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the 
part  of  this  Council  should  be  present  when  this 
matter  is  discussed. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Streets  has  signed  the  majority  report,  and  if 
we  accept  it  we  will  be  doing  what  he  desires.  If 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  desires  to  make  in- 
quiries he  will  have  ample  opportunity  to  do  so 
while  the  matter  is  in  the  bands  of  the  Finance 
Committee.  If  we  let  this  report  lie  over  for  a 
fortnight  we  may  perhaps  lose  an  opportunity  to 
sell  that  property.  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary 
to  let  it  lie  over  because  every  member  of  the 
Council  does  not  fully  understand  it.  As  long  as 
there  was  a  minority  report  there  might  be  some 
doubt  about  acting  upon  it  tonight.  But  now  I 
understand  the  committee  are  practically  unani- 
mous. The  season  is  coming  on  when  this  work 
should  be  commenced,  and  I  hope  we  shall  send  it 
to  the  Finance  Committee. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10 — I  hope  the  previous 
question  will  not  prevail.  It  is  now  one  o'clock, 
and  members  do  not  wish  to  stay  here  to  discuss 
any  question  unless  it  is  necessary.  We  should 
not  advance  even  a  small  matter  involving  an  ex- 
penditure of  a  small  amount  unless  it  is  absolute- 
ly necessary  at  this  stage  of  our  proceedings, 
much  less  should  we  advance  one  of  $160,000. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18—1  hope  the  main  question 
will  not  be  put,  for  I  think  this  is  a  matter  of  im- 
portance which  every  member  of  the  Council 
ought  to  go  and  see"  for  himself.  When  I  first 
looked  it  over  I  said  I  should  not  vote  for  it  any- 
way. But  after  looking  it  over  thoroughly  I  have 
changed  my  mind.  But  before  it  is  advanced  a 
stage  I  think  every  member  of  the  Council  ought 
to  look  over  the  plans  at  least,  even  if  he  does  not 
visit  the  place. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  the  call  for  the  previous 
question  Is  withdrawn,  I  think  the  gentlemen  of 
the  committee  should  put  in  an  order  inviting 
the  Council  to  go  down  there.  I  will  withdraw 
the  motion  for  the  previous  question  if  that  will 
be  done. 

The  call  for  the  main  question  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Freeman— My  only  desire  to  have  it  laid 
over  was  because  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Streets,  having  signed  the  report,  should  have 
an  opportunity  to  explain  it  to  the  Council. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24—1  do  not  think  it  is  neces- 
sary for  the  members  of  the  Council  to  look  at 
this  property  in  a  body.  Any  member  who  will 
take  the  pains,  and  feels  interest  enough  In  city 
affairs,  can  go  over  the  ground  in  a  few  minutes; 
but  at  the  office  of  the  Street  Commissioners  he 
can  see  very  complete  plans  of  the  premises,  and 
get  any  information  he  may  want  relative  to  the 
details. 


The  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M. 

MASSACHUSETTS  CHARITABLE    MECHANIC    ASSOCI- 
ATION. 

The  following  was  received,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr,  Parkman  of  Ward  9  the  invitation  was  ac- 
cepted : 

Boston,  March  2, 1881. 
Gentlemen— The  undersigned,  the  Committee 
of  Arrangements,  have  the  honor  to  invite  the 
President,  officers  and  members  of  the  honorable 
Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  attend 
the  exercises  connected  with  the  laying  of  the 
corner-stone  of  the  new  building  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Charitable  Mechanic  Association,  at  the 
hall  of  the  Institute  of  Technology,  on  Tuesday, 
the  15th  inst.,  at  2%  o'clock  P.  M.  The  corner- 
stone will  be  laid  at  two  o'clock  of  the  same  day 
without  extended  ceremony,  owing  to  the  out- 
door inclemency  of  the  season. 

We  are  very  respectfully, 
Charles  W.  Slack,  ) 

Nathaniel  J.  Bkadlee,  [  Committee. 
George  F.  S.  Shepard,  ) 
The  Honorable  Common  Council  of  Boston. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13  submitted  a  report  of 
leave  to  withdraw  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
on  petition  of  John  Blair  to  be  compensated  for 
personal  injuries  received  from  a  fall  in  West 
Canton  street.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

OLD  LATIN  AND  ENGLISH  HIGH  SCHOOL  BUILDING. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward   14  submitted  the  following : 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  accompanying  order  from  the 
School  Committee  surrendering  the  Latin  and 
English  High  Schoolhouse  on  Bedford  street  to  the 
City  Council,  beg  leave  to  report  in  favor  of  the 
acceptance  of  the  trust,  and  would  recommend 
that  the  said  property  be  placed  in  charge  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

For  the  Committee, 

Howard  Clapp. 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered,  the 
Latin  and  English  High  School  Building  on  Bed- 
ford street  be  placed  in  charge  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings. 

Order  passed.    Sent  up. 

legislative  matters. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  submitted  (City  Doc. 
No.  35)  the  fifth  report  of  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Matters.    Sent  up. 

JOINT  ORDERS  AND  ORDINANCES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  follow- 
ing (City  Doc.  36): 

In  Common  Council,  March  3,  1881. 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Rules  and 
•  rders  of  the  City  Council  beg  leave  to  submit  a 
farther  report  at  this  time,  as  follows: 

In  regard  to  the  joint  orders  of  the  City  Coun 
oil,  your  committee  finds  that  the  City  Solicitor 
is  of  the  opinion  that  the  defects  in  the  present 
system  can  be  temporarily  repaired  by  tne  pas- 
sage of  a  general  order  like  the  one  hereinafter 
submitted.  The  fact  will  still  remain  that  many 
of  the  so-styled  ordinances  should  properly  be 
called  orders,  and  that  a  necessity  exists  for  re- 
vising, simplifying,  and  separating  the  ordinan- 
ces. In  view  of  the  fact  that  a  petition  is  before 
the  Legislature,  asking  for  enlarged  powers  in 
the  matter  ol  ordinances  to  be  passed  by  Ihis 
city,  it  may  be  well  to  defer  action  until  the  re- 
sult there  is  known. 

The  majority  of  the  committee,  therefore,  rec- 
ommend the  passage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  ordinances  of  the  city,  adopt- 
ed and  published  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-six,  and  all  ordinances 
passed  since  that  time,  except  in  so  far  as  the 
same  have  been  modified  or  repealed,  and  all 
modifications  thereof,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
adopted  as  the  ordinances  of  the  city,  and  as  the 
joint  orders  of  the  City  Council  for  the  current 
year,  subject,  however,  to  the  following  excep- 
tion: 

Section  6  of  the  ordinance,  on  page  539  of  the 
edition  of  1876,  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as  fol- 
lows: "The  Committee  on  r/ablic  Buildings  shall 
assign  and  furnish  in  a  proper  manner  suitable 
offices  and  rooms  in  the  public  buildings,  or  pro- 
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cure  tne  same  elsewhere,  at  the  expense  of  the 
city,  for  the  various  city  officers." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Akdbew  J.  Bailey. 
William  H.  Whitmore. 
Eugene  B.  Hagab. 
Majority  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Joint  Rules 

and  Orders. 

Minority  Jieport. 

The  subscribers,  after  consulting  with  the  City 
Solicitor,  believe  tUat  the  simple  order,  carefully 
prepared  by  him,  is  all  that  is  required  for  the 
departments  to  commence  the  year's  work  with 
full  powers,  and  that  this  work  should  be  no 
longer  delayed. 

They  do  not  agree  with  the  majority  in  recom- 
mending a  change  in  the  ordinance  relating  to 
public  buildings,  and  accordingly  submit  the 
order  as  follows.  Hugh  O'Bbien. 

Clinton  Viles. 

Ordered,  That  the  ordinances  of  the  city,  adopt- 
ed and  published  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-six,  and  all  ordinances 
passed  since  that  time,  except  in  so  far  as  the 
same  have  been  modified  or  repealed,  and  all 
modifications  thereof,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
adopted  as  the  ordinances  of  the  city,  and  as  the 
joint  orders  of  the  City  Council,  for  the  current 
year. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

The  President  said  that  although  he  signed  the 
majority  report  he  would  be  obliged  to  rule  that 
the  amendment  to  the  ordinance  on  public  build- 
ings was  not  in  proper  form,  but  must  be  in  the 
form  of  an  ordinance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  the  order  was 
amended  so  as  to  be  in  the  form  of  an  ordinance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9,  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  was  specially  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting  at  8y2  o'clock— 33  for, 
18  against. 

Mr.  McCormick  of  Ward  6  moved  to  adjourn. 
Lost. 

SUPPLIES  FOB  PUBLIC  GBOUNDS. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  offered  an  order— That 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  contract  for  pur- 
chasing such  quantity  of  trees  as,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  said  committee,  will  be  required  in  the 
streets,  avenues  or  public  grounds  of  the  city 
during  the  next  financial  year;  the  expense  there- 
of to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds  to  be  made  for  the 
financial  year  1881-82.  Ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

BEACON  HILL  BESEBVOIE. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  the  Boston  Water  Bond  be  authorized  and 
requested  to  draw  off  the  water  from  the  Beacon 
Hill  Reservoir,  and  to  disconnect  the  pipes  con- 
nected theirwith  at  their  earliest  convenience. 
Passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail     Lost.    Sent  up. 

FIBE  DEPARTMENT  BEPAIB  SHOP. 

Mr,  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  and  the 
Committee  on  the  Fire  Department  constitute  a 
special  joint  committee  to  consider  and  report 
udoii  the  advisability  of  granting  to  the  Fire  De- 
partment a  location  on  any  unoccupied  city  land 
for  a  new  repair  shop,  and  tbat  said  committee 
report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Common  Coun- 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

LICENSES  FOB  THEATBIOAL  EXHIBITIONS,  ETC. 
Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be  requested  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  reporting  an  ordinance 
repealing  tbat  portion  of  Section  10  of  the  ordi- 
nance defining  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
Board  of  Police  Commissioners,  as  printed  on 
page  73  of  the  supplement  to  the  statutes  and  or- 
dinances for  the  year  1878,  that  relates  to  licen- 
sing, regulating  and  restraining  theatrical  exhi- 
bitions, public  shows  and  public  amusements. 
Passed.    Sent  up. 

JOHN  BEARDON'S  PROPOSAL  IN  REGARD  TO  THE 
CASE  OF  THE  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 

Under  the  call  for  petitions  Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward 
21  presented  the  following: 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City 
of  Boston— Respectfully  represents  the  under- 
signed that  he  made  a  proposal  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton to  contract  for  the  care  of  the  Common  and 


public  squares  during  the  season  of  1881,  which 
proposal  for  contract  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Public  Grouuds  with  di- 
rections to  give  a  public  hearing  thereon,  and 
that  he  was  notified  of  such  a  hearing  to  take 
place  at  twelve  o'clock  on  Wednesday, 
the  2d  day  of  March,  and  there  attended 
with  his  counsel;  aDd  that  his  counsel  un- 
dertook to  present  his  case  for  him  and  was  re- 
fused a  hearing  by  the  committee;  that  he  also 
had  present  in  attendance  a  number  of  witnesses 
to  testify  on  the  subject  matter  of  his  proposal; 
that  the  committee  refused  to  hear  them;  that 
a  large  number  of  citizens  also  attended  the 
healing  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the  com- 
mittee with  their  advice  upon  the  subject,  and 
that  the  committee  refused  to  hear  them.  And 
your  petitioner  further  represents  that  no  public 
hearing  has  yet  been  had  within  the  meaning  of 
the  order,  and  that  he  has  been  denied  his  con- 
stitutional privilege  of  appearing  ny  counsel  be- 
fore the  committee,  and  of  introducing  evidence 
before  the  committee,  and  he  respectfully  re- 
quests that  a  public  hearing  upon  his  proposition 
may  be  given  him  by  both  branches  of  the  City 
Council,  at  which  he  shall  be  allowed  to  appear 
by  counsel  and  introduce  evidence. 

John  Reardon. 

The  President— What  disposition  shall  be  made 
of  the  petition  ? 

Mr.  Pratt— For  the  purpose  of  bringing  the 
matter  more  definitely  before  the  house,  I  move 
that  the  petitioner  be  accorded  a  hearing  as  re- 
quested. The  petitioner  prays  for  a  hearing  Dy 
both  branches  of  the  City  Council,  that  he  may 
introduce  evidence  and  be  represented  by  coun- 
sel. I  present  this  petition  as  I  have  been  re- 
quested, and  in  order  to  bring  it  before  the  Coun- 
cil, I  offer  the  motion  that  the  petitioner  be  ac- 
corded a  hearing  as  requested  in  his  memorial. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— The  petition  is  worded 
with  a  total  misapprehension  of  the  facts.  The 
petition  of  Mr.  Reardon  was  introduced  in  this 
Council  some  time  ago.  It  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Common  with  the  indorsement  as 
passed  by  the  City  Council  to  give  the  petitioner 
a  hearing.  In  the  first  place,  there  was  nothing 
about  giving  him  a  public  hearing  as  it  came  to 
the  committee.  Yesterday  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares,  having  previously  notified 
Mr.  Reardon  that  they  would  give  him  a  hear- 
ing, met  for  that  purpose.  Mr.  Reardon  was 
present,  and  on  the  request  of  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  to  state  his  case,  his  counsel  arose 
to  state  the  case  for  the  petitioner.  It  not  being 
the  custom  of  committees  of  this  City  Govern- 
ment, except  in  special  cases,  to  have  cases  pre- 
sented by  counsel,  it  was  specially  referred  to  a 
vote  of  the  committee  whether  Mr.  Reardon 
should  be  heard  by  counsel.  The  committee  voted 
that  he  should  not  be  heard  by  counsel.  Mr.  Rear- 
don was  not  on  trial ;  therefore  no  constitutional 
prerogative  was  violated  by  that  committee. 
They  simply  carried  out  the  custom  of  committees 
in  such  cases,  that  the  petitioner  desiring  to  en- 
ter into  a  business  relation  with  the  City  Council 
should  state  his  own  case.  Mr.  Reardon  was 
given  full  opportunity  to  state  his  case,  but  he 
desired  to  introduce  evidence.  The  committee 
had  no  doubt  but  what  Mr.  Reardon  was  a  com- 
petent individual  to  carry  out  the  contract,  if 
entered  into,  and  they  did  not  desire  to  hear 
evidence  on  that  point.  It  seems  to  me  it 
would  be  utterly  outside  of  the  purpose  of 
the  City  Council  to  give  a  petitioner  a  public 
hearing  of  that  nature,  before  both  branches.  I 
think  that  at  least  the  Council  should  wait  until 
they  have  the  report  of  their  committee  in  the 
case.  That  report  is  not  ready  to  be  presented 
tonight,  and  I  therefore  hope  the  petition  will  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  would  suggest 
that  further  consideration  of  this  matter  be 
specially  assigned  to  9  o'clock  this  even- 
ing. I  confess  I  have  not  been  able  to 
pay  the  attention  to  the  discussion  that  I  should. 
I  presume  others  are  in  the  same  position.  If  it 
is  laid  upon  the  table  until  after  the  ballot,  we 
can  take  it  up  later.  I  am  sure  very  few  of  us 
are  prepared  to  consider  the  subject  now. 

Mr.  Parkman  —I  hope  it  will  be  assigned  to  one 
week  from  tonight,  and  by  the  time  it  is  reached 
the  report  of  the  committee  will  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  Council.  The  members  can  then  judge 
better  than  now  on  the  simple  statement  of  one 
member,  whether  it  is  desirable  to  go  farther. 

Mr. Whitmore— Then  I  will  move  to  specially  as- 
sign to  8V2  o'clock  at  the  next  meeting. 
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Mr.  Pratt— I  hope  that  motion  will  not  prevail. 
I  should  be  satisfied  to  accent  the  suggestion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  that  the  matter  be 
specially  assigned  to  some  later  hour  this  even- 
ing, and  that  would  be  a  proper  disposition  of  it. 
My  impression  is  that  the  Council  will  not 
feel  inclined  to  grant  a  hearing  by  both 
branches  of  the  City  Council,  but  it  may  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee,  with  instructions  to  give 
a  hearing.  If  the  Council  should  see  fit  to  refer 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Common,  it  will  be  very 
desirable  to  do  so  this  evening,  before  that  com- 
mittee has  committed  itself  by  a  report,  and  that 
the  future  hearing  may  be  considered  in  connec- 
tion with  such  hearing  as  may  have  been  given 
already,  I  move  to  amend  by  specially  assigning 
it  to  9.30  o'clock  this  evening. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— I  move  to  lay  the  peti- 
tion on  the  table.  Then  we  can  take  it  up  later 
in  the  evening  or  at  the  next  meeting,  if  we  see 
fit.  It  is  impossible  to  tell  how  much  time  we 
will  take  in  the  elections  this  evening. 

Mr.  Pratt  ot  Ward  21— It  is  not  so  easy  to  take  a 
matter  from  the  table  as  to  call  it  up  when 
it  is  specially  assigned.  To  dispose  of  it 
for  the  present  will  accomplish  the  desired 
result  just  as  well  as  tb  lay  it  upon  the  table.  I 
think  it  is  a  matter  which  needs  more  explana- 
tion than  will  be  allowed  in  discussing  amotion 
to  take  from  the  table. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19—1  think  we  better  act 
on  this  tonight.  I  see  the  Auditor's  estimates  are 
here,  and  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Council  to 
know  what  Mr.  Reardon  proposes  to  do  before 
we  can  act  on  that  part  which  refers  to  Commons 
and  Squares. 

The  petition  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  subject  was  again  considered  later  in  the 
session. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  move  to  take  from  the 
table  the  memorial  of  John  Reardon.  I  wish  to 
say  that  I  do  not  desire  to  plunge  the  Council 
into  a  long  debate.  If  it  be  taken  from  the  table 
I  shall  then  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Squares,  with  instruc- 
tions to  give  Mr.  Reardon  a  public  hearing  and  to 
allow  him  to  appear  by  counsel.  A  member 
of  the  committee  has  offered  an  order  look- 
ing to  the  contracting  for  certain  supplies 
for  that  department.  We  have  also  the  in- 
formation that  the  committee  would  report  at 
the  next  meeting  upon  the  former  petition  of 
Mr.  Reardon.  If  the  facts  are  as  alleged  in  that 
memorial,  that  committee  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  correct  itself  before  it  makes  a  report. 
I  think  every  member  of  this  Council  is  interest- 
ed in  the  question ,  that  when  any  citizen  comes  up 
here  to  City  Hall  and  asks  for  a  bearing  before  a 
committee,  he  shall  not  be  treated  with  in 
solence.  I  do  not  care  to  re-state  what  has  been 
said  to  me  in  regard  to  the  proceedings  at  that 
bearing,  nor  shall  I  report  verbatim  the  language 
used  byjthe  chairman  of  that  committee  to  an  ac- 
complished citizen  who  went  there  at  Mr.  Rear- 
don's  requesr.  Thai  committee  was  ordered  to 
give  Mr.  Reardon  a  hearing.  It  meant  a  full  hear- 
ing. They  refused  to  hear  him  by  counsel,  and  re- 
fused to  bear  a  statement  from  any  one  other 
than  Mr.  Reardon,  although  gentlemen  were  there 
who  are  entitled  to  be  heard  upon  a  question  that 


affects  them  as  citizens  and  taxpayers.  They 
were  refused  the  privilege  of  making  a  statement 
at  a  public  hearing.  That  is  the  state  of  the  case 
and  that  is  the  reason  I  think  this  memorial 
should  be  referred  to  them  with  instructions  to 
give  Mr.  Reardon  a  public  hearing,  with  the  priv- 
ilege of  appearing  by  counsel  and  introducing  ev- 
idence. 

Mr.  Whitraore  ot  Ward  12—1  wish  to  say  in  the 
fewest  possible  words'  that  I  indorse  everything 
the  gentleman  has  said.  From  what  I  heard  from 
persons  present  at  the  hearing  I  think  the  action 
of  the  committee  will  not  be  sustained  by  the 
Council.  I  think  it  is  a  general  proposition  which 
ought  to  be  understood,  that  when  a  plain,  prac- 
tical citizen,  not  accustomed  to  speaking,  goes  to 
the  expense  of  employing  counsel  to  present  his 
case  before  a  committee  of  the  City  Government, 
it  would  be  a  gross  mistake  for  us  to  undertake  to 
back  up  any  committee  which  refuses  a  hearing 
under  such  circumstances.  I  understand  that 
every  committee  is  there  to  sit  day  in  and  day 
out  as  long  as  there  is  any  evidence  to  be  put  in.  I 
hope  everybody  in  favor  of  fair  play  will  vote  to 
take  the  matter  from  the  table,  and  then  vote  for 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21. 

The  motion  to  take  from  the  table  prevailed. 

Mr.  Pratt  moved  that  the  memorial  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares,  with 
instruction  to  give  Mr.  Reardon  a  public  hearing, 
with  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  by  counsel  and 
introduce  evidence. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  do  not  wish  to  op- 
pose the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21, 
because  I  think  it  is  proper  that  any  committee 
of  this  Council  should  obey  the  instructions 
which  the  Council  give  them.  But  I  wish  the 
Council  to  understand  that,  in  referring  the  peti- 
tion originally,  they  only  gave  directions  that  the 
petitioner  be  heard.  There  was  no  direction  tor 
a  public  hearing  at  all.  The  hearing  was  not 
public  in  the  sense  which  a  public  hearing 
means,  when  matters  are  referred  to  committees 
with  instructions  to  give  a  public  hearing.  I 
state  this  because  I  wish  the  action  of  the  com- 
mittee not  to  be  misunderstood.  If  the  memorial  is 
referred  with  the  instructions  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  21, 1  have  no  doubt  the  com- 
mittee will  be  ready  and  willing  to  concur  with 
the  Council. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24—1  fully  appreciate  every- 
thing the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  has  said,  but 
I  think  this  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares 
is  very  eager  to  take  advantage  of  any  technical- 
ities that  may  occur.  Members  of  the  Council 
last  year  will  recollect  with  what  greed  that  com- 
mittee sought  tickets  for  a  stand  on  a  public  oc- 
casion. I  think  all  those  matters  ought  to  be 
taken  into  account. 

Mr.  Pratt's  motion  was  adopted  and  the  peti- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common 
ana  Squares,  with  instructions  to  give  Mr.  Rear- 
don a  public  hearing  with  the  privilege  of  being 
attended  and  heard  by  counsel,  and  of  offering 
evidence. 

Mr.  Pratt  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Greenough  ot 
Ward  9,  at  1.30  A.  M. 


BOARD       OF       A  JL  DEI*,  MEN 


115 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    7,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  SI.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 
JURORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  weredrawnas  follows:  Five  petit  jurors 
for  the  March  term  of  the  United  States  District 
Court. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Sealer  of  Weights  aud  Measures— Hugh  J.  Tol- 
and;  assistant,  Daniel  P.  Sullivan,  Jeremiah  Har- 
rigan,  John  J.  Conley.    Confirmed. 

Police  Commissioner— Edward  J.  Jones.  Con- 
firmed.   Sent  down. 

Inspector  of  Vinegar— Horace  L.  Bowker.  Con- 
firmed. 

Sunerintendents  of  Hay  Scales— North  scales, 
Henry  A.  Davis ;  South  scales,  Levi  Chad boum; 
South  Boston  scales,  John  M.  Johnson;  East  Bos- 
ton scales,  John  A.  Brown;  Roxhury,  Andrew  W. 
Newman;  Brighton,  Benjamin  F.  Paine;  West 
Roxhury,  George  A.  Newhall.    Confirmed. 

Commissioner  on  West  Boston  and  Craigie 
Bridges— Frederick  W.  Lincoln.    Confirmed. 

Inspectors  of  Petroleum  and  Coal  Oils— Robert 
F.  Means,  Joshua  Cleaves,  Nathaniel  P.  Cleaves, 
Thomas  Flynn.    Confirmed. 

Measurer  of  Grain— George  P.  Ray.    Confirmed. 

Measurers  of  Upper  Leather— William  Powers, 
Roswell  F.  Keith,  Jason  H.  Boyden.      Confirmed. 

Measurers  of  Wood  and  Bark — Slorton  Alden, 
Frank  I.  Barron,  Allan  W.  Burnham,  John  E. 
Couseus,  Alfred  P.  Green,  Robert  Hale,  Alfred  A. 
Hall,  Samuel  Hosea,  Jr.,  Uriel  SI.  Hutchins; 
Timothy  McCarthy,  Randall  G.  Morse,  Joseph 
Pillsbury,  W'llliam  Slaver,  John  J.  Shea,  Elbridge 
Walcott,  Salraa  Kendall,  William  T.  Osborn, 
Thomas  J.  Ellott,  Samuel  L.  Tuttle,  John  W. 
Wiggin,  Horace  Lindall,  George  A.  Newhall, 
Fred  Seaver,  J.  B.  L.  Bartlett.     Confirmed. 

Inspectors  of  Bundle  Hay — Morton  Alden, 
Charles  E.  Avery,  Israel  M.  Barnes,  William  P. 
Boardman,  John  E.  Cousens,  Edwin  Y.  Brown, 
Jasper  H.  Eaton,  Horatio  E.  Frohock,  Thomas  B. 
Gammon,  William  Lincoln,  Jairus  L.  Litchfield, 
Andrew  N.  Wyeth,  Jr.    Confirmed. 

Surveyors  oi  ."arble.  Freestone  and  Soapstone— 
William  B.  Bagley,  William  H.  Cary.    Confirmed. 

Public  Weighers— Charles  A.  Abbott,  J.  U.  L. 
Bartlett,  Joel  W.Burt,  Charles  G.  Brett,  E  iwin 
V.  Brown,  Allan  W.  Burnham,  William  H.  Cary, 
James  Carney,  Robert  T.  Colton,  James  F.  Cook, 
Dennis  Crowley,  Thomas  H.  Daly,  Frank  W.  Dal- 
linger,  Charles  Dean,  Horatio  Davis,  Frederick  L. 
Dodge,  Royal  W.  Doughty,  Daniel  F.  Driscoll, 
Patrick  Dunn,  Michael  Finn.  Michael  C.  Flusk, 
William  H.  Forbes,  Adam  H.  Gibby,  Shapleigh  ?. 
Glover,  Timothy  J.  Good,  James  Green,  John  F. 
Green,  Joseph  P.  Hall,  Patrick  Hart,  Henry  M. 
.Haynes,  George  H.  Hills,  Joseph  Holley,  Patrick 
Kenney,  John  J.  Killion,  John  McNeill,  William 
Peters,  James  T.  Pond,  Ozias  B.  Pettingill,  Edgar 
L.  Reed,  William  R.  Reeve,  Edward  F.  Reilly, 
William  A.  Itoundy,  John  J.  Shea,  William  L. 
Smith,  James  N.  Spear,  Edmund  Tabb,  George  F. 
Watkins,  Frenerick  A.  Wellington,  George  H. 
Wtiiteonib,  John  E.  Lynch,  John  Fenderson, 
Henry  C.  Bobbins,  George  F.  Stebbins,  Frederick 
Slonroe,  Noah  Lincoln,AVilliam  H.  Smith,  William 
N.  Smith,  John  F.  McMorris,  Edwin  M.  Habn. 
Confirmed. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  George  W. 
Calef,  for  leave  to  run  three  passenger  wagons 
from  Bowdoin  square  to  steamboatwbarves;  Wil- 
liam Fletcher,  for  leave  to  run  a  passenger  wagon 
from  Fitchburg  Railroad  station  to  steamboat 
wharves. 

to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc.  Cath- 
erine B.  O'Connor,  that  a  tree  be  planted  in  front 
of  30  Gates  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  t\  O,  Whittier,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Upton  court. 

10  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of 
the  Hoard.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables 
as  follows:  P.  O.  Riordan,  lor  leave  to  erect  and 
occupy  a  brick  stable  for  twenty-four  horses  on 
Ward  street. 

To  the  Directors  of  Bast  Boston  Ferries. 
Charles  A.  Ransom,  Jr.,  to  be  compensated  for 


personal  injuries  received  by  an  alleged  defect  at 
the  East  Boston  ferrv,  Boston  side,  Jan.  31, 1881. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Trustees  of  the 
Children's  Hospital,  for  a  sewer  to  drain  their 
premises,  on  corner  of  Camden  street  and  Hunt- 
ington avenue;  Eben  F.  Brown,  for  a  sewer  in 
Hayward  street;  J.  C.  Tucker,  superintendent, 
for  a  sewer  in  High  street,  Dorchester,  in  order 
to  drain  the  premises  of  the  old  Mather  School- 
house. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  ana  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  J.  P.  T.  Per- 
civa),  for  leave  to  project  a  druggist's  mortar  in 
front  of  35  School  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.  Joseph  F.  Pray,  to  build  a  wooden 
building  exceeding  the  legal  dimensions. 

To  the  Committee  on  Stony  Brook.  Herbert 
Smyth,  to  be  compensated  for  damages  done  by 
construction  of  a  sewer  in  Pynchon  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Julia  Russell,  for 
abatement  of  sidewalk  assessment  at  230  Eighth 
street. 

Philip  Sowdon,  Jr.,  for  renewal  of  his  license  to 
sprinkle  all  the  streets  in  South  Boston,  except 
Granite  street. 

Smith  &  Stevens,  for  license  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  the  city. 

M.  E.  Stanton,  for  license  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  the  city  proper. 

R.  W.  Gordon,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  Cnarlestown. 

Hannah  Stark  et  al.,  for  brick  sidewalk  on  I 
street  between  Broadway  and  Fourth  street. 

Mary  Blaney,  i or  abatement  of  sidewalk  assess- 
ment on  Shepard  street,  Brighton. 

B.  W.  Nichols,  for  leave  to  construct  a  tunnel 
under  Essex  street,  near  South  street,  for  trans- 
mission of  steam  power. 

M.  M.  Cunniff,  for  removal  of  telegraph  pole 
from  547-549  Harrison  avenue. 

William  H.  Quigley,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  Charlestown. 

Nelson  Curtis,  for  the  removal  of  a  telegraph 
pole  in  front  of  107  Pynchon  street. 

Sarah  Donnelly  et  a?.,  for  abatement  of  edge- 
stone  assessment  against  heirs  of  James  Donnel- 
ly, on  Union  avenue,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Petitions  for  edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk  in 
front  of  estates  of  Ella  F.  Judkins,  209  K  street; 
A.  A.  Burrage,  Gloucester  street. 

Petitions  tor  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of  estates 
of  A.  A.  Burrage,  Newbury  street;  E.  E.  Spinney, 
on  K  and  Ninth  street. 

HEARING     OF     PETITIONS    FOR     STEAM     ENGINES. 

A  hearing  was  had,  in  accordance  with  order 
of  notice  returnable  this  day,  on  the  following 
petitions  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  en- 
gines: 

J.  K.Furbush,  at  33-41  Bristol  street. 

C.  C.Foster,  at  Allston  Station,  Ward  25. 
Owen  Nawn,  in  rear  of  2070  Washington  street. 
Read  &  Crosby,  100-104  Richmond  street. 

No  objections.  Severally  releired  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Steam  Engines. 

FIRST   ASSISTANT    ASSESSORS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Breck,  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of  First  Assistant  Assess- 
ors. 

Report  nominating  thirty-three  First  Assistant 
Assessors.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Election  ot  thirty-three  First  Assistant  Assess- 
ors, viz.: 

Andrew  J.  Brown,  Michael  D.  Collins,  George 
A.  Comins,  William  H.  Cunay,  John  H.  Duaue, 
Joseph  L.  Drew,  William  W.  Dromey,  Constant 
F.  Drury,  William  J.  Ellis,  Hiram  E.  Felch.Clai  ke 

D.  Garey,  Charles  E.  Grant,  Joseph  R.  Grose, 
John  H.  Giblin,  John  H.  Griggs,  Artemas 
R.  Holdeu,  George  W.  Kingman,  Samuel  B.  Krog- 
man,  Tnomas  Leavitt,  William  B.  Long,  Horace 
Loring,  John  J.  Murphy,  William  Parkman, 
George  S.  Pendergast,  Henry  Pierce,  John  Pierce, 
George  A  Sbaw,  William  B.  Smart,  Horace  Smith, 
Charles  W.  Smith,  William  N.  Starrett,  Charles 

E.  Temple,  Gideon  Walker. 

Alderman  Breck  presented  petitions  as  follows: 

Henry  W.  Beckwith  et  al.,  against  the  election 
of  Gideon  Walker  as  an  assessor. 

William  H.  Goodwin  et  al.,  in  favor  of  the  elec- 
tion of  Gideon  Walker  as  an  assessor. 

Read  and  sent  down. 

Aldermen   Breck,  Caldwell   and  Viles  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  collect  and  count  votes. 
First  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice , 7 
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*  Andrew  J. Browne..' ...............12 

Michael  1>.  Collins ,.'. 8 

♦George  A.  Comins ...12 

♦William  H.  Cundy ...,12 

•John  H.  Duane :10 

•Joseph  L:  Drew..- ' ...11 

William  W.  Dromey......;.... 4 

.  *Constant  *\  Drnry 9 

•William  .J.  Ellis ■...., , 11 

*  Hiram  E.  Kelch 12 

Clark  D.  Garey ..  8 

•John  H.  Giblin 11 

♦Charles  E.  Grant 9 

•John  H.  Griggs 10 

•Joseph  R.  Grose 11 

•Artemas  R.  Holden 9 

•George  W.Kingman 9 

•Samuel  B.  Krogman 12 

•Thomas  Leavitt 9 

•Horace  Loring 9 

•William  B.  Long 10 

John  J.  Murphy 5 

•William  parkm'an 11 

♦George  S.  Penaergast ...11 

•Henry  Pierce 10 

•John  Pierce 11 

•George  A.  Shaw 12 

•William  B.  Smart .' 11 

Charles  W.  Smith 8 

•Horace  Smith  9 

•William  N.  Starrett 12 

♦Charles  E.  Temple 9 

Gideon  Walker ,  6 

Robert  Culbert 3 

Louis  Congdon 4 

George  W.  Warren 8 

♦William  A.  Wheeler 10 

Georare  Warren 6 

George  D.  Ricker 5 

Alfred  1.  Woodbury 1 

Frederick  H.  Field 5 

•Richard  J.  Fennelly 10 

John  B.  Shea 8 

Edward  B.  Daily 7 

John  Osborne,  Jr 1 

L.  Foster  Morse 3 

The  29  marked  *  were  declared  elected  on  the 
part  or  the  Board,  they  having  the  most  ballots, 
and  all  being  in  concurrence  except.  R.  J,  Pen- 
nelly  and  W.  A.  Wheeler. 

A  second  ballot  was  ordered  to  fill  four  vacan- 
cies, and  the  same  committee  acted. 
Second  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 11 

Necessary  for  a  choice 6 

Michael  D.  Collins  had 6 

ClarkD.  Garey 7 

George  W.  Warren 8 

William  W.  Dromey 2 

Charles  W.  Smith 2 

Edward  B.  Daily 5 

John  B.  Shea 5 

L.  Foster  Morse 4 

John  J.  Murphy 5 

One  ballot  was  cast  with  five  names,  not 
counted. 

Messrs.  Collins  and  Garey  were  elected  in  con- 
currence and  Mr.  Warren  in  non-concurrence. 
Third  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Charles  W.  Smith 4 

Edward  B.  Dailey 1 

John  B.  shea 3 

John  J.  Murphy 3 

George  Warren 1 

and  there  was  no  choice. 

Fourth  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

John  B.  Shea 5 

Charles  W.  Smith 2 

John  J.  Murphy 4 

George  Warren I 

and  there  was  no  choice. 

Fifth  Ballot. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

John  B.  Shea 1 

John  J.  Murphy 4 

Charles  W.  Smith 7 

Mr.  Smith  was  elected  in  concurrence. 
Sent  down. 

METROPOLITAN  RAILROAD. 

In  the  regular  order  of  business  the  Board  took 
up  the  assigned  hearing  on  petition  of  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  to  lay  tracks  on  Dart- 
mouth street  and  on  Dartmouth-street  Bridge, 
and  on  Huntington  avenue  to  West  Chester  park. 

The  matter  was  laid  on  the  table  until  after  the 
election  of  assessors,  when  it  was  again  taken  up 
and  the  hearing  given. 

In  opening  the  case  for  the  petitioner,  Mr. 
Richards,  president  of  the  company,  said  he  sup- 


posed the  Board  were  familiar  with  the  fact  that 
no  section  of  the  city  has  developed  so  rapid  and 
remarkable  a  growth  as  the  Back  Bay.  The  lands 
on  Beacon  street,  from  Arlington  street  to  its 
terminus  on  the  Mill  Dam,  are  all  sold  on  the  land 
side.  There  is  no  laud  for  sale  on  Marlborough 
street,  which  is  most  compactly  built  up  to  the 
end  of  it  with  first-class  brick  houses.  Other 
streets  in  the  city  are  being  built  up,  and  popula- 
tion is  tending  in  that  direction  every  day  more 
and  more.  This  vast  and  growing  territory  is  ac- 
commodated practically  by  only  onfc  line  of  horse 
cars,  the  Beacon  street  line,  so  called,  which  are 
crowded  to  repletion  during  the  business  hours 
of  every  day. 

Mr.  Richards  then  rehearsed  the  facts  in  rela- 
tion to  the  use  of  the  cars  by  the  residents  of  the 
Back  Bay,  the  guests  at  the  large  hotels  and  the 
throngs  of  visitors  to  the  public  institutions  in 
Art  square.both  during  the  week  and  on  Sundays 
when  so  many  attend  Trinity  Church  and  the 
other  churches  there,  and  explained  that  this 
location  was  asked  for  to  relieve  the  Beacon- 
street  line  of  cars  of  the  present  crowded  travel, 
better  accommodate  the  residents  and  give  better 
facilities  to  those  who  go  to  the  hotels  and  public 
institutions.  In  support  of  the  petition  he  pre- 
sented a  petition  tor  the  location  signed  by  sev- 
eral hundred  of  the  most  respectable  residents 
and  taxpayers  on  that  district,  headed  by  Gov- 
ernor Long  and  ex-Governor  Gaston,  and  many 
others  well  known  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Levi  B.  Gay,  owner  of  Hotel  Huntington, 
testified  that  the  general  opinion  of  the  people 
who  occupy  the  twenty-one  suites  or  rooms  there 
said  they  supposed  he  feels  the  need  of  horse  cars 
more  than  any  other  one  man  on  the  Back  Bay. 
The  distance  from  horse  cars  has  been  a  great 
detriment  in  letting  the  rooms,  which  will  not 
command  as  high  price  as  they  would  if  the  cars 
run  by  the  hotel.  Gentlemen  had  come  there  and 
taken  leases,  expecting  horse  cars.  Many  will 
expire  this  fall,  and  they  will  be  hard  to  renew 
unless  the  horse  cars  go  there. 

Mr.  Richards  here  rested  his  case. 

The  chairman  read  a  remonstrance  signed  by 
Horace  Hunt,  owner  of  property  on  corner  of 
Columbus  avenue  and  Dartmouth  street.  He 
thought  the  public  did  not  require  the  location 
on  Dartmouth  street.  He  claimed  it  would  be  a 
great  detriment  to  his  property. 

Mr.  Richards  explained  the  way  the  Dartmouth- 
street  line  would  relieve'  the  Beacon-street  line. 
Not  a  single  additional  car  is  asked  for,  as  it  is 
proposed  to  divert  the  Columbus  avenue  through 
Dartmouth.  It  will  make  no  more  cars  than 
now.  Mr.  Richards  then  commented  upon 
the  old-fogy  notion  some  people  have  that 
because  they  are  to  be  inconvenienced  a 
little,  they  object  to  the  publio  being  accommo- 
dated by  horsecars.  He  then  cited  the  case  of 
Stillman  B.  Allen,  who  opposed  the  location  of 
cars  on  West  Chester  Park  and  said  it  would 
damage  his  property  $5000;  but  the  same  gentle- 
man has  since  testified  at  an  elevated  railroad 
hearing  that  he  had  changed  his  mind  a>.d  didn't 
believe  the  cars  had  injured  his  property  at  all. 
He  gave  notice  of  a  future  application  over  the 
extension  of  Huntington  avenue,  as  an  evidence 
of  the  willingness  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
to  act  as  pioneer  in  building  up  the  city  of 
Boston. 

The  subject  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving. 

HO  MYOPATHIC  HOSPITAL. 

The  Board  next  took  up  the  special  assignment, 
viz.: 

Report  and  order  to  grant  the  Homoeopathic 
Hospital  a  lot  of  land  on  Albany  street,  between 
Stoughton  and  East  Concord  streets  (16,020  feet  of 
land),  for  the  sum  of  one  dollar,  to  be  used  for 
hospital  purposes  only. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Alderman  Viles— That  order  was  laid  upon  the 
table  last  week  at  my  request.  As  I  stated  then, 
I  don't  feel  like  voting  away  the  city's  property 
without  an  equivalent.  I  think  the  precedent 
would  be  bad.  I  thought  so  then,  and  I  think  so 
today.  I  have  made  some  inquiries  and  even  con- 
sulted the  City  Solicitor.  I  find  that  many  pieces 
of  land  have  been  sold  in  that  vicinity  and  many 
complain  that  the  homoeopathic  hospital  was 
charged  more  than  the  others.  Now,  while  I  am 
a  friend  of  the  hospital,  and  dislike  very  much  to 
vote  against  this  order,  I  feel  obliged  to  do  so.  I 
went  to  see  the  City  Solicitor  but  he   was  sick  at 
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his  house;  but  I  saw  Mr.  Nettleton,  the  assistant, 
and  this  is  his  reply  to  my  questions: 

Cnv  Solicitor's  Office, 

2FEMBERTON  SQUARE,  BOSTON, 

March  4,  1881.) 
Alderman  Viles  :  Dear  Sir — At  your  request  I 
asked  Mr.  Healy  whether  the  City  Government 
bad  a  right  to  make  conveyance  of  public  lands 
without  consideration  therefor.  In  his  opinion 
the  City  Government  has  not  that  right. 

I  also  asked  his  opinion  as  to  the  right  to  make 
such  conveyance  for  a  nominal  consideration,  and 
he  answered  that  such  a  conveyance  would  com- 
ply with  the  letter  of  the  law,  but  would  clearly 
be  in  violation  of  its  spirit. 

Yours  truly, 

E.  P.  Nettleton. 
Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  voting  this  land   to  this 
hospital  I  think    we    shall    be  establishing  a  bad 

f>recedent,'whicb  we  shall  have  to  meet  sooner  or 
ater.  We  have  several  charitable  institutions  in 
Boston  which  are  doing  the  same  work  that  this 
hospital  is.  If  we  grant  this,  I  see  no  reason 
why  they  cannot  come  here  and  ask  us  to  vote 
them  money  and  other  property  in  order  to  enable 
them  to  do  the  work  they  are  carrying  out.  There 
is  Dr.  Curran's  Home  tor  Consumptives,  where 
hundreds  of  patients  are  being  taken  care  of 
who  would  be  a  burden  upon  the  city.  He  came 
here  a  few  years  ago  with  a  petition  to  locate  a 
cancerous  hospital,  and  the  whole  neighborhood 
arose  against  h'm  and  we  gave  him  leave  to  with- 
draw, although  that  institution  is  entirely  sup- 
ported by  the  voluntary  contribution  of  philan- 
thropic citizens.  We  have  also  the  Carney  Hos- 
pital, one  of  the  oldest  institutions  in  the  city. 
Why  should  not  they  come  and  ask  for  it.  I 
think  we  should  be  obliged  to  make  a  donation 
to  those  institutions  if  they  come  here, 
after  we  have  established  the  precedent 
by  passing  this  order.  On  those  grounds 
I  do  not  feel  like  voting  to  give  away 
the  city's  property.  If  this  can  be  recommitted 
to  the  committee,  so  that  they  can  dissect  it  and 
change  the  consideration,  and  make  it  a  fair 
thing  for  the  hospital,  and  sell  it  to  them  on  a 
long  time,  I  shall  vote  for  it;  otherwise  I  shall 
feei  obliged  to  vote  against  it. 

Alderman  Whidden— 1  think  it  is  decidedly  for 
the  interests  of  the  city  that  that  order  should 
pass.  The  Homoeopathic  Hospital  is  saving  the 
city  some  $4000  or  $5000  a  year  now  by  taking 
care  of  its  patients  that  would  be  obliged  to  go  to 
the  City  Hospital.  This  institution  never  had  a 
dollar  given  it,  and  they  paid  a  dollar  a  foot  for 
the  land,  while  other  institutions  obtained  theirs 
at  :S7'' ._,  cents  a  foot.  They  ask  this  additional  lot 
of  land  that  they  may  enlarge  their  building  and 
make  it  more  useful!  The  nresident  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  City  Hospital  came  belore 
the  committee,  and  was  decidedly  of  the 
opinion  that  it  was  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  city  to  grant  this  request:  that  it  would  be 
very  injurious  to  the  City  Hospital  to  have  a 
building  on  the  land  used  for  manufacturing  or 
other  purposes.  They  need  this  vacant  land  there 
for  better  air.  The  interest  on  that  lot  of  land 
would  not  amount  to  exceeding  $1000  a  year,  and 
the  saving  to  the  city  is  about  $5000  a  year  in 
what  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital  is  doing  in  the 
treatment  of  patients  which  would  have  to  be 
treated  at  the  City  Hospital  ana  paid  for  by  the 
city.  It  will  also  save  enlarging  the  City  Hospi- 
tal for  a  long  time,  which  is  an  important  item 
for  the  taxpayers.      If  this  institution  is  not  sup- 

Eorted  in  this  way,  the  City  Hospital  will  soon 
ave  to  be  enlarged,  in  the  opinion  of  many.  The 
Homoeopathic  Hospital  is  supported  by  people 
representing  about  oue-third  of  the  citizens  of 
Boston.  They  are  not  allowed  to  practise  in  the 
City  Hospital,  and  it  is  no  more  than  fair  that 
this  land  should  be  given  to  them. 

Alderman  Viles— 1  do  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  opposing  this  hospital.  1  have  as  kindly 
feelings  towards  it  as  any  member  of  this  Board. 
But  f  believe  the  precedent  will  be  bad,  even  if 
we  are  required  to  iuak<-  an  addition  to  the  City 
Hospital  soon.  I  believe  it  will  come  back  upon 
us  some  time  or  other,  and  we  shall  have  t<^  meet 
it  if  we  pass  this  order. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  believe  it  is  better  to 
meet  these  matters  as  they  come  up  from  time 
to  time.  I  do  not  believe  it  will  be  a  bad  prece- 
dent. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  should  like  to  inquire 
if  the  patients  are  treated  at  this  hospital  with- 
out charge.  It  seems  to  me  if  this  grant  is  made 
there   should  be  a  consideration  that  a  certain 


number  of  patients  should  be  received  without 
charge  every  year.  I  don't  know  but  they  do  it 
now,  but  it  ought  to  be  deeded  in  such  a  way  that 
we  can  compel  them  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Whitten— There  is  quite  a  large  num- 
ber of  free  patients.  These  who  go  there  and  are 
not  able  to  pay  are  taken  care  of  without  charge. 
The  City  Hospital  is  not  entirely  free. 

Aldermau  Viles — I  believe  the  proper  thing  to 
do  is  to  refer  this  matter  back  to  the  committee 
and  let  tnem  look  into  it.  If  they  can  equalize 
the  price  as  compared  with  that  paid  by  other 
institutions,  and  sell  it  at  titty  cents  a  foot  on  a 
long  time,  we  will  get  rid  of  establishing  a  bad 
precedent  by  passing  such  an  order  as  this.  I 
move  that  it  be  recommitted. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  lost— 5  for,  6 
against. 

Alderman  Slade— I  am  very  much  in  favor  of 
giving  this  land  to  the  hospital  if  we  can,  and  1 
can  hardly  see  why  it  is  establishing  a  bad  prece- 
dent. If  any  of  our  public  institutions  bad  a 
piece  of  land  adjoining  it,  so  valuable  as  that  is 
to  the  institution,  and  of  so  little  value  to  the 
city,  I  would  not  hesitate  to  give  it  to  It.  I 
consider  that  property  worth  but  very  little  to 
the  city  as  it  now  is.  Much  land  in  that  neigh- 
borhood is  lying  idle,  and  1  don't  know  what  is  to 
be  clone  with  it  unless  it  is  used  for  manafactur- 
ing  purposes.  I  think  it  is  well  to  encourage  that 
hospital  or  any  other  hospital.  If  they  should 
come  here  and  ask  for  $25,000  I  would  vote 
against  it.  But  I  consider  the  land  of  very  trifling 
value,  and  inasmuch  as  they  have  paid  a  much 
higher  price  than  the  other  institutions,  if  we 
give  them  this  land  they  will  then  have  paid  no 
more  than  any  of  the  others.  I  cannot  see  how  it 
is  going  to  be  a  precedent  which  will  hurt  the 
city  hereafter. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  think  there  ought  to  be  a 
provision  that  there  shall  be  a  reasonable  num- 
ber of  the  city  poor  treated  without  charge  every 
year.  That  would  be  a  fair  equivalent,  and  the 
city  will  get  something  in  return  for  the  land.  I 
think  the  matter  ought  to  be  referred  back  to  the 
committee  and  that  point  considered.  I  shall 
vote  tor  the  order  if  it  is  pressed,  but  prefer  to 
have  it  go  back  to  the  committee  again. 

Alderman  Haldeman— As  I  intend  to  vote  for 
this  order,  I  should  like  to  say  that  I  do  so  be- 
cause it  is  alleged  that  the  institution  has  already 
paid  about  twice  as  much  for  the  land  it  occupies 
as  was  paid  by  other  institutions  in  the  vicinity. 
I  believe  in  giving  them  this  land  to  equalize  that 
price.  Tne  property  is  lying  waste,  and  it  is  very 
much  for  the  interests  of  the  city  to  have  it  im- 
proved. If  the  association  enlarges  its  building 
and  increases  its  facilities  for  taking  care  of  the 
sick,  it  will  be  for  the  interest  of  the  city  to  assist 
it  in  its  work.  I  do  not  believe  the  precedent  will 
he  bad.  I  think  we  should  give  this  hospital  this 
property  because  it  will  be  for  the  public  good, 
and  I  shall  vote  for  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed.  Alderman  Whitten 
moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail.    Lost.    Sent  down. 

TAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Auditor's  estimates  for  1881-82  (City  Doc.  34) 
came  up  referred  to  Committee  on  Finance 
with  sucu  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join. 
Concurred,  ana  Aldermen  Slade,  Viles,  Hersey, 
Caldwell  and  Curtis  were  joined. 

Report  on  uumber  and  character  of  alarms  of 
lire  in  January,  1881.    Placed  on  file. 

Fifth  report  of  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters (City  One.  35;.    Placed  on  file. 

Order  for  Boston  Water  Board  to  draw  off  wa- 
ter and  disconnect  water  pipes  with  the  Beacon 
Hill  Reservoir.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  John 
Blair,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  received  on 
AVest  Canton  street.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Joint  Rules  and  Or- 
ders (City  Doc.  33),  with  additional  rules  as  to 
transmission  ot  paners between  the  two  branches. 
Concurred— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Report  and  order  placing  the  charge  of  the 
Bedford-street  schoolhouse  in  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings.    Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Fire  Department  and 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  select  a  location 
for  a  new  repair  shop  tor  said  department.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

Adoption  of  majority  report  on  additional  ap- 
propriations for  the  School  Committee  and  pass- 
age of  the  order  to  allow  the  sum  of  $79,850  for 
school  expenses.    Concurred— yeas  8,  nays  4. 
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LICENSES. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  consider 
the  expediency  or  repealing  so  much  of  section 
10  of  tue  ordinance  relating  to  the  Police  Com- 
missioners as  gives  to  that  board  the  authority  to 
license  theatres  and  other  places  of  amusement. 

Alderman  Whitten  offered  the  following  as  a 
substitute: 

An  Ordinance  in  relation   to  the   Ordinances 
adopted  in  A.  D.  1876,  and  subsequent  ordinances. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  ordinances  of  the  city,  adopted 
and  published  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-six,  and  all  ordinances 
passed  since  that  time,  except  in  so  far  as  the 
same  have  been  modified  or  repealed,  and  all 
modifications  thereof,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
adopted  as  the  ordinances  of  the  city,  and  as  the 
joint  orders  of  the  City  Council  for 'the  current 
year,  subject,  however,  to  the  following  excep- 
tion: 

Section  6  of  the  ordinance,  on  page  539  of  the 
edition  of  1876,  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as  fol- 
lows :  "The  Committee  on  Public  BuildiDgs  shall 
assign  and  furnish  in  a  proper  manner  suitable 
offices  and  rooms  in  the  public  buildings,  or  pro- 
cure the  same  elsewhere,  at  the  expense  of  the 
city,  for  the  various  city  officers." 

Section  10  of  the  ordinance  relating  to  the  po- 
lice, passed  July  31,  A.  D.  1878,  is  hereby  amended 
by  striking  out  in  the  sixth  and  seventh  lines,  as 
printed  in  the  Supplement,  page  73,  the  words, 
"theatrical  exhibitions,  public  shows  and  public 
amusements." 

The  substitute  was  adopted,  and  the  ordinance 
was  passed.  Alderman  Whitten  moved  a  recon- 
sideration, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.  Lost.  Sent 
down. 

Superintendents  of  Bridges. 
Certificate  of  elections  of  the  following  Superin- 
tendents of  Bridges,   viz. : 

Federal-street  Bridge— Jacob  Norris;  Dover- 
street  Bridge— Angus  Nelson;  Chel>ea-street 
Bridge— John  Gill;  Charles-river  Bridge— Henry 
A.  Bolan;  Warren  Bridge— Charles  H,  Marple; 
Maiden  Bridge — John  Howard;  Broadway  Bridge 
—John  C.  Poole;  Mt.  Washington-avenue  Bridge 
— Daniel  J.  Holland;  Meridian-street  Bridge- 
George  Morrison;  Congress-street  Bridge— Mat- 
thew J.  Callahan.    Placed  on  file    . 

An  election  was  ordered.  Committee— Alder- 
men Woolley  and  Viles. 

■Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

For  Superintendent  of  Federal-street  Bridge. 

Jacob  Norris 12* 

For  Superintendent  of  Dover-street  Bridge. 

John  F.  Desmond 3 

Angus  Nelson 9* 

For  Superintendent  of  Chelsea-street  Bridge. 

John  Gill 12» 

For  Superintendent  of  Charles  River  Bridge. 

Henry  A.  Bolan 12* 

For  Superintendent  of  Warren  Bridge. 

Charles  H.  Marple 12' 

For  Superintendent  of  Maiden  Bridge. 

John  Howard  12* 

For  Superintendent  of  Broadway  Bridge. 

John  C.Poole 12* 

For  Superintendent  of  Mt. Washington-avenue 
Bridge. 

Daniel  J.  Holland 12* 

For  Superintendent  of  Meridian-street  Bridge. 

George  Morrison 12* 

For  Superintendent  of  Congress-street  Uridge. 

Matthew  J.  Callahan 12* 

Those  marked  *  were  elected  in  concurrence. 

The  Proposition  of  John  Reardon. 

A  petition  of  John  Reardon  to  be  heard  in  rela- 
tion to  his  proposal  to  contract  for  work  on  Com- 
mon, etc.,  for  $30,000,  cam*  up  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Common,  etc.,  with  instructions  to  give 
him  a  public  hearing,  with  privilege  of  employing 
counsel  and  of  introducing  evidence. 

Alderman  Woolley  in  the  ohair. 

Alderman  O'Brien— It  will  be  remembered  that 
a  few  weeks  ago  Mr.  Reardon  sent  a  communi- 
cation to  this  board  offering  to  contract  to  do  the 
work  on  commons  and  squares  for  $30,000.  That 
matter  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Squares  with  instructions  to  give  him 
a  hearing.  The  statement  in  that  petition  that 
we  were  directed  to  give  Mr.  Reardon  a  public 
hearing  is  therefore  false.  We  were  not  directed 
to  give  him  a  public  hearing.  We  were  directed 
to  hear  the  petitioner.  The  committee  notified 
Mr.  Reardon  that  the  hearing  would  take  place 
last  Wednesday.  He  appeared  with  counsel  and 
fifty  witnesses,  and  the  question  was  put  to  the 
committee,  do  you  desire  to  give  Mr.  Reardon  a 


hearing  by  counsel  and  witnesses,  or  do  you  wish 
to  obey  the  instructions  of  the  City  Council  and 
give  a  hearing  to  the  petitioner  only?  The  com- 
mittee voted  unanimously  to  hear  Mr.  Reardon 
only.  So  1  repeat  again  that  the  statement  in 
that  petition  is  false.  The  whole  amount  of  it  is 
this,  Mr.  Chairman— it  is  not  a  desire  to  make  a 
contract  with  the  city  of  Boston,  but  to  investi- 
gate more  particularly  the  work  of  the  Depart- 
ment or  Common  and  Squares.  That  is  the  sum 
and  substance  of  it.  A  few  years  ago  this  Mr. 
Reardon  was  a  contractor  for  the  care  of  a  few  of 
the  public  squares  at  the  South  End,  and  in  or- 
der to  let  the  Board  know  why  a  change  was 
made  in  that  way  of  doing  the  work  in  that  part 
of  the  city,  1  will  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Common  and  Public  Grounds  for 
1880: 

I  desire  to  state  here  that  the  practice  of  letting 
out  some  of  the  public  squares  by  contract  has  been 
wholly  done  away  with  tiy  the  committee,  the  wis- 
dom and  economy  of  which  cannot  be  more  clear- 
ly presented  than  by  the  following  comparison  : 
Lowell  square,        ") 
Blackstone  square,  1  Bv  contract- 
Franklin  square,      !-    1876 81,650.00 

Union  park,  |     1877 1,650.00 

Worcester  square,  J — -  83,300.00 

I  Bv  depar't— 

Lowell  square,  !     1878 897196 

Ulackstone  square,  I      1879 768.70 

Franklin  square,      ;  -81,740.66 

Union  park,  I  

Worcester  square,  )  Bal.  in  favor  of  Dep.t..  .81.559.34 

And  again: 
East  Boston  squares— 

By  contract,  1876 8900.00 

"  "  1877 900.00 

81.800.00 

By  department,  1878 $496,12 

1879 373.19 

$869.31 

Balance  in  favor  of  department  930,69 

There  has  been  a  saving  of  nearly  one  hundred 
per  cent,  on  that  matter  alone,  and  because  Mr. 
uoogue  has  demonstrated  so  conclusively  that 
the  work  can  be  done  by  the  department  so  much 
more  cheaply  than  it  was  done  by  Mr.  Rear- 
don, the  latter  has  been  hounding  that  depart- 
ment ever  since. 

Alderman  Curtis — Can  the  gentleman  give  us 
the  figures  in  regard  to  Chester  Park  square, 
which  Mr.  Reardon  took  charge  of,  and  the  next 
year  after  he  was  removed  it  cost  very  much 
more? 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  don't  see  anything  about 
Chester  park  here,  although  I  have  looked  it  over 
very  attentively.  The  department  of  Common 
and  Squares  has  been  hounded  ever  since.  Mr. 
Doogue  has  been  abused  and  slandered,  and  his 
character  and  position  have  been  reviled;  but 
notwithstanding  that,  he  has  survived,  and  the 
Common  and  public  grounds  have  blossomed 
more  beautifully  than  ever.  But  the  whole 
intent  of  this  is  merely  to  investigate  Common 
and  Squares.  The  City  Government  have  not  au- 
thorized the  committee  to  do  this  work  by  con- 
tract. SuDpose  you  open  this  door  and  allow 
every  man  that  wants  to  contract  for  the  city  of 
Boston  to  ask  for  a  heariog  with  employed  coun- 
sel and  a  large  number  of  witnesses,  how  would 
we  manage  to  do  the  city  work  ?  For  instance, 
the  Alderman  who  wants  this  hearing  is  the  head 
of  the  Sewer  Department.  Does  that  committee 
ever  give  a  hearing  to  contractors  ?  They  do 
the  reverse.  The  Sewer  Department  give  con- 
tracts to  whom  they  please,  and  never  allow  a 
man  to  know  whether  he  is  the  lowest  bidder  or 
not.  It  is  a  close  corporation.  The  bids  are  not 
even  given  to  the  press.  But  here  the  same 
alderman  will  force  this  matter  upon  Common 
and  Squares,  and  require  them  to  give  a  hearing. 
It  only  amounts  to  this — If  Mr.  Reardon  wants  to 
contract  for  the  city  it  is  his  business  to  make 
a  statement  of  what  he  will  give  for  $>3u,000.  Take 
the  Department  of  Improved  Sewerage,  which 
will  spend  more  money  In  two  years  than  Com- 
mon and  squares  will  in  fifty.  Suppose  Improved 
Sewerage  had  to  give  a  public  hearing,  with  wit- 
nesses and  lawyers,  upon  every  contract  they 
gave  out.  They  would  have  no  time  to  attend  to 
their  business.  If  the  City  Council  instructed 
the  Committee  on  Improved' Sewerage  to  give  Mr. 
Corliss  a  hearing  it  would  occupy  all  their  time 
and  attention  for  the  entire  year,  and  they  would 
have  to  neglect  other  business.  Suppose  the 
Committee  on  Paving  were  forced  to  give  a  hear- 
ing to  every  man  who  wants  to  make  a  contract. 
Why,  the  whole  thing  is  nonsense.  We  have  never 


MARCH      7.       1881 


119 


been  ordered  to  give  a  public  hearing  in  this  mat- 
ter. This  proposition  is  forced  upon  us  year  after 
year,  and  the  whole  thing  is  a  farce.  Now  in  order 
to  test  this  inatier,  If  the  gentlemen  of  the  Board 
and  Common  Council  want  to  give  out  depart- 
ment work  by  contract,  let  us  have  it  understood. 
AVben  you  direct  Common  and  Squares  to  hear 
Mr.  Reardon,  let  us  have  ic  understood  that  you 
will  permit  contracts  to  be  entered  into  for  that 
work.  I  will  therefore  offer  the  following  order: 
Whereas,  the  Department  of  Common  and 
Squares  ask  for— 

General  appropriation  of 850,000 

Koi  fencing  and  curbing 5,000 

Trees 6.000 

Plant  walks 4.000 

Total g(i4,000 

The  Department  of  Health 8347,000 

The  Sewer  Department 125.000 

The  Paving  Department 1,152,800 

Ic  is,  therefore, 

Ordered,  That  these  departments  prepare  spe- 
cifications of  the  work  to  be  done  in  each  depart- 
partment  during  the  current  year,  and  that  fie 
game  be  opened  to  competition,  the  contract  to  be 
given  to  the  lowest  bidder;  provided  he  is  re- 
sponsible, and  will  furnish  the  necessary  bonds 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  work. 

Ordered,  That  a  special  committee  of  three 
members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  five  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council  be  appointed  ro  take 
the  subject  of  contracts,  in  connection  with  de- 
partment work,  into  consideration  and  report  at 
an  earlv  day. 

Ordered,  That  this  committee  be  instructed  to 
give  public  hearings  on  the  subject  of  letting  out 
the  work  of  the  different  departments  by  con- 
tract, and  the  time  and  place  of  such  hearings  be 
advertised. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  looks  about  as  sensi- 
ble to  ine  as  the  other.  If  we  are  bound  to  do 
this  work  by  contract,  let  us  see  if  the  other  de- 
partments cannot  do  theirs  in  the  same  way. 
Take  the  Health  Department.  It  requires  no  tal- 
ent to  sweep  streets.  It  is  very  easy  to  count  the 
number  of  streets  to  be  cleaned  during  the  year 
and  state  what  shall  be  done  on  them,  and  a  con- 
tract emild  be  made  with  chat  department  far 
better  than  with  the  Department  of  common,  be- 
cause in  the  arrangement  of  flowers  it  is  a  matter 
of  taste  and  talent  which  you  don't  find  in  men 
generally.  I  know  capitalists  who  would  be  glad 
to  do  the  work  for  the  Paving  Department  by 
contract  for  several  hundred  thousand  dollars 
less  than  it  is  done  by  the  city.  Mr.  Reardon  pre- 
tends to  say  be  will  do  the  work  as  well.  I  have 
my  doubts  about  it.  But  if  this  experiment  is  to 
be  tried,  let  us  try  it  in  all  the  departments.  If 
the  Board  insist  that  the  committee  shall  give 
Mr.  Reardon  a  hearing  I  shall  vote  for  it,  because 
if  Common  and  Squares  are  to  be  investigated  I 
do  not  want  to  oppose  it.  But  if  I  was  not  on 
that  committee  1  should  vote  to  throw  Mr.  Rear- 
don's  petition  into  the  waste  basket,  for  that  is 
the  proper  disposition  of  it. 

Alderman  siade— 1  do  not  imagine  that  the 
Alderman  expects  or  wants  those  orders  to  pass. 
They  are  simply  to  offset  the  order  from  the 
Council.  I  don't  want  to  discuss  them,  for 
I  don't,  think  there  is  anything  in  them 
worth  discussing.  I  don't  think  anybody  at 
this  Board  believes  in  them,  and  especially  the 
Alderman  himself.  Unles  the  Board  wants  to  dis- 
cuss the  matter,  I  shall  meve  its  indefinite  post- 
ponement, and  that  the  matter  from  the  Council 
be  carried  with  it. 

Alderman  O'Brier:— I  am  willing  to  withdraw 
the  orders.  I  don  t  believe  in  them,  but  if  this 
question  is  to  coine  before  the  City  Council,  let 
us  discuss  it  in  all  its  merits. 

Alderman  Haldeman— As  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Squares,  I  desire  to  say 
that  I  believe  no  one  has  any  disposition  whatev- 
er to  choke  off  Mr.  Reardon  or  refuse  to  give  bim 
a  hearing.  But  while  this  matter  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  committee  who  have  the  department  in 
charge,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  I  think  the  Board 
should  take  no  action  upon  a  proposition  of  this 
kind  before  the  committee  have  reported.  The 
other  branch  have  accepted  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Reardon,  and  have  acted  upon  it  previous  to  re- 
ceiving a  report  from  their  own  committee.  They 
have  Bent  this  petition  to  the  committee,  and  or- 
dered them  to  give  him  a  public  hearing  before 
the  committee  have  reported  upon  the  previous 
petition,  and  I  think  it  is  very  discourteous  and 
a  gross  reflection  upon  the  committee  to  have 


this  matter  taken  out  of  their  hands.  I  therefore 
think  the  whole  matter  should  be  laid  upon  the 
table  until  we  have  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Alderman  O'Brien  withdrew  the  orders  offered 
by  him,  and  Alderman  Slade  moved  that  the  sub- 
ject be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Alderman  Viles — I  hope  it  will  not  be  indefinite- 
ly postponed,  but  laid  upon  the  table.  Mr.  Rear- 
don is  no  slouch  of  a  man.  He  has  means  and 
means  what  he  says.  He  puts  in  his  petition  here 
in  earnest.  If  we  order  the  committee  to  give 
him  a  public  hearing  I  have  no  doubt  they  will 
do  so.  I  move  it  be  laid  upon  the  table  until  the 
committee  report. 

Alderman  Tucker— The  alderman  who  just  took 
his  seat  remarked  that  Mr.  Reardon  is  no 
slouch  of  a  man,  and  I  don't  think  he  is,  from 
what  1  have  learned  from  people  on  West  Chester 
park.  He  received  a  very  small  amount  of  money 
for  a  large  amount  of  work,  and  people  there 
could  not  see  how  he  could  afford  to  no  so  much 
for  so  little.  If  there  is  to  be  a  public  hearing, 
there  are  plenty  of  people  who  would  be  glad  to 
come  here  and  let  the  City  Government  know 
how  much  work  he  did.  But  I  am  in  favor  of  in- 
definitely postponing  the  whole  thing.  Time 
enough  has  been  wasted  on  this  matter  of  con- 
tracting with  Mr.  Reardon. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  had  several  letters  here 
and  I  will  read  this  one: 

Dear  Sir— I  have  looked  over  the  list  of  plants 
you  sent  me,  and  I  can  only  say  I  should  think 
that  if  the  city  of  Boston  could  not  give  us  more 
variety  as  well  as  something  newer  and  better  for 
such  a  piece  of  ground  as  the  Public  Garden  it 
would  be  a  rather  meagre  display,  and  not  very 
creditable  to  the  general  good  taste  of  a  city 
somewhat  advanced  in  horticulture.  Petunias, 
verbenas,  pansies  and  such  plants  are  beautiful 
in  their  way,  but  a  poor  show  for  a  public  gar- 
den. Respectfully  yours, 

C.  M.  Hovev. 

March  6,  1881. 

I  have  also  a  letter  from  the  gardener  of  Mar- 
shall P.  Wilder,  ridiculing  this  whole  business, 
and  saying  he  knew  Mr.  Reardon  for  a  great 
many  years  and  be  is  not  the  right  man  to  take 
care  of  this  matter. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  think  this  whole  ques- 
tion is  not  understood  by  members  of  the  City 
Council,  although  Mr.  Parkman  did  make  a  state- 
ment in  the  Common  Council.  Mr.  Reardon  has 
made  simply  a  business  proposition  to  the  city. 
He  has  offered  to  do  so  much  work  for  so 
much  money.  The  committee  was  instruct- 
ed to  give  him  a  hearing.  He  came  to  the 
committee  with  an  attorney  and  witnesses  to 
prove  that  he  is  competent  and  abundantly 
able  to  carry  out  such  a  contract.  It 
requires  no  witnesses  to  prove  that.  There  is  no 
dispute  about  his  ability.  It  is  simply  a  question 
whether  the  city  desires  to  do  the  work  oy  con- 
tract or  by  the  department  chosen  by  the  City 
Government.  There  is  nothing  to  hear  the  man 
on.  His  ability  is  not  in  question.  I  have  no 
doubt  he  can  do  it.  1  have  no  doubt  he  can  take 
the  position  of  Mayor  at  a  salary  of  $2000  a  year. 
But  a  committee  have  this  matter  in  charge,  and 
there  is  nothing  before  us  properly  until  they  re- 
port. 

Alderman  Flynn— While  I  feel  that  it  would  be 
bad  to  do  this  work  by  contract,  still  I  am  in 
favor  of  giving  Mr.  Reardon  a  hearing.  It  will 
do  no  harm,  and  I  think  the  committee  will  stand 
better  before  the  public.  Therefore  I  shall  vote 
to  give  Mr.  Reardon  a  hearing. 

Alderman  Breck — Mr.  Reardon  was  before  the 
Committee  on  Common,  ard  they  were  ready  to 
hear  him  had  he  not  appeared  by  counsel.  The 
committee  voted  that  they  did  not  think  counsel 
necessary.  They  thought  Mr.  Reardon  capable 
of  making  his  own  statement  of  just  what  he 
could  do.  He  has  had  a  hearing  and  the  commit- 
tee have  heard  bisstatement,  and  I  think  it,  would 
be  just  as  well  to  lay  this  matter  upon  the  table 
until  the  committee  make  their  report. 

Alderman  O'Brien  read  the  following: 

Boston,  March  7,  1881. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Common, 
and  I'ublic  <J  rounds :  Dear  Sir— Obedient  to  your 
request,  I  have  examined  the  list  of  names  ol 
plants  s'lDmitted  to  you  by  Mr.  John  Reardon, 
and  can  freely  say  that  the  list  is  in  keeping  with 
the  intelligence  of  the  man,  neither  of  which 
would  be  suitable  for  the  public  grounds,  the 
plants  to  bed  out  nor  the  man  to  have  charge  of 
them. 

Judging  from   the   list,  Mr.  Reardon  has  evi- 
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dently  taken  up  some  catalogue  and  selected 
therefrom  a  list  of  names,  and  submitted  them  to 
you  without  any  knowledge  of  the  plants  he  was 
selecting,  many  of  them  being  worthless  as  bud- 
ding plants. 

Now,  in  regard  to  Mr.  Reardon's  competency,  I 
have  known  him  for  over  twenty  years,  and  when 
1  heard  of  his  proposition  I  thought  he  was  crazy, 
for  I  have  only  known  him  as  a  handy  man  to 
clean  up  a  gentleman's  front  yard,  and  he  is  not  to- 
day capable  of  tilling  a  fifth  rate  gardener's  posi- 
tion and  never  was  since  I  have  known  him. 
Respectfully  yours, 

Nicholas  Dillon. 
Gardener  to  Hon.  M.  P.  Wilder  for  26  years. 

Alderman  Viles— I  believe  that,  is  proper  evi- 
dence to  go  before  the  committee,  and  I  think 
now  more  strongly  than  ever  that  Mr.  Reardon 
should  be  heard.  If  he  is  an  ignorant  man 
let  the  committee  so  report.  Mr.  Reardon  served 
his  time  in  the  Old  Country.  He  worked 
at  the  business  of  gardening  many  years,  has  had 
charge  of  many  public  and  private  places,  and 
the  Public  Garden  was  laid  out  under  his  super- 
vision. He  is  a  competent  man  and  means  just 
what  he  says.  He  is  willing  to  do  the  work  for 
$30,000:  and  wi3hes  to  stake  his  money.  I  believe 
he  should  be  given  a  public  hearing.  If  he  makes 
himself  out  so  foolish  as  the  Dorchester  gentle- 
man says,  let  him  show  it  and  let  the  committee 
so  report. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  have  no  desire  to  pre- 
vent the  petitioner  or  anybody  else  from  having 
a  hearing,  but  I  most  solemnly  protest  against 
the  Committee  on  Common  sitting  in  judgment 
upon  themselves.  This  is  an  investigation  of  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  their  superintendent. 
I  am  perfectly  willing  to  have  a  special  committee 
appointed,  it  an  investigation  is  desired. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  have  no  personal  feeling 
about  the  matter.  My  acquaintance  with  Mr. 
Reardon  is  very  slight.  He  called  upon  me  and 
showed  me  testimonials  from  parties  whose 
grounds  he  had  taken  care  of.  They  all  speak  of 
him  in  the  highest  terms.  One  was  from  Mr. 
Mitchell,  the  sergeant-at-arms  at  the  State  House, 
another  from  Pliny  Nickerson,  and  there  were 
several  others  very  strongly  recommended.  Per- 
sonally I  know  Dothing  about  him. 

Alderman  Tucker— Did  he  have  charge  of  Eaton 
square  ? 

Alderman  "Whitten— I  believe  not. 

The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  was  lost— 5- 
for,  6  against. 

The  subject  was  indefinitely  postponed— yeas  8, 
nays  4. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Breck,  Curtis,  Haldemen,  Her- 
sey,  O'Brien,  Slade,  Tucker,  Whitten— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Caldwell,  Flynn,  Viles,  Wool- 
ley— 4 

Notice  sent  down. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

PETITIONS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Petitions  were  received  for  leave  to  locate  and 
use  steam  engines  as  follows:  Joseph  Binns,  83 
O  street,  South  Boston. 

^u  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing 
thereon  on  Monday,  March  28,  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 
MASSACHUSETTS  CHARITABLE  MECHANIC  ASSOCI- 
TION. 

The  following  was  received: 

BOSTON,  March  2, 1881. 
Gentlemen— The   undersigned,   the  committee 
of  arrangemdnts,  have  the    honor    to    invite  the 
Chairman  and  the    members    of    the  honorable 
Board  of  Ahiermen  of  the  city  of  Boston,  together 
with  its  officers  and  the  heads  of  departments,  to 
attend  the  exercises  connected  with  the  laying  of 
the  corner  stone  of  the  new  building  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Charitable   Mechanic  Association,  at 
the  hall  of  the  Institute  of  Technology,  on  Tues- 
day the   15th  inst.,  at  2.30  o'clock  P.  M.    The  cor- 
ner stone  will  be  placed  at  two  o'clock  of  the 
same  day,  without  extended  ceremony,  owing  to 
the  out-door  inclemency  of  the  season. 
Respectfully, 
Charles  W.  Slack,         ) 
Nathaniel  J.  Bradlee,}  Committee. 
George  F.  Shepard,       ) 
The  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen  of  Boston. 
Accepted,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Whitten. 

PRISON  POINT  FLATS. 

The  following  was  received : 

OFFICE   OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH,) 

Boston,  March  7tb,  1881.     ) 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council :    Gentlemen— 
The  Board  of  Health  hereby  respectfully  repre- 


sents that  it  has  recently  examined  the  flats, 
basin  and  creek  connected  therewith,  known  as 
the  Prison  Point  Bay, in  the  Charlestown  District, 
and  beg  to  make  the  following  report:  It  will  be 
remembered  that  the  act  of  the  Legislature  passed 
April  26th,  1878,  authorized  the  city  of  Boston  to 
cause  the  said  flats,  basin  and  creek  to  be  tillea 
with  good  earth  to  grade  ten;  all  of  the  filling 
and  grading  done  under  said  act  to  be  done  with- 
in three  years  from  the  passage  thereof.  There 
are,  therefore,  less  than  two  months  left  in  which 
to  perform  the  work  which  we  find  now  less  than 
half  done.  We  respectfully  suggest  the  proprie- 
ty of  making  application  to  the  Legislature  for 
an  act  extending  the  time  in  which  the  city  may 
cause  said  filling  to  be  done.  We  would  also  sug- 
gest that,  although  the  work  may  have  been  but 
temporarily  suspended,  yet  we  consider  it  exceed- 
ingly important  that  the  filling  should  be  prose- 
cuted with  diligence,  and  that  certain  portions  of 
the  flats  now  very  offensive  should  be  covered  be- 
fore the  approach  of  another  warm  season. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  H.  Durgin,  Chairman. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Health. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Caldwell  offered  an  or- 
der— That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he  is  here- 
by requested  to  petition  the  Legislature  at  its 
present  session  for  the  passage  of  an  act  extend- 
ing the  time  within  which  the  filling  of  the  flats, 
basin  and  creek  connected  therewith  of  Prison 
Point  Bay  must  be  completed. 

Passed.    SeDt  down. 

LYING-IN   HOSPITAL. 

The  Board  of  Health  sent  in  a  report  on  the 
petition  of  Alvah  M.  Dam  to  locate  a  lying-in 
hospital  at  23  Indiana  place,  declining  to  give  the 
certificate. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  Board  voted 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw. 

PARDON   REFUSED. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  of  leave  to 
withdraw  on  petition  of  James  McCartney  for 
release  from  the  county  jail.    Accepted. 

ADDITIONAL  APPROPRIATION  FOR   ASSESSORS' 
DEPARTMENT. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  communication  from  the  Board  of  As- 
sessors requesting  an  additional  appropriation 
of  $2400,  would  respectfully  report  the  accom- 
panying order  granting  the  request. 
For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Assessors' 
Department  the  sum  of  ©2400. 

Passed — yeas  12,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

NOMINATION  OF  DIRECTORS  OF     THE  FERRIES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  to  nominate  Directors 
of  East  Boston  Ferries  recommending  the  elec- 
tion of  Patrick  F.  Griffin  and  Edward  Pearl  at 
large  for  three  years.  Accepted  and  sent  down. 
The  election  was  laid  over  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Curtis. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board :  j> 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  tt^en  and  all  damages 
occasioned  in  laying  out  streets  as  follows:  Lucy 
E.  Chase,  wife  of  R.  Gardner  Chase,  $75,  exten- 
sion of  Dix  street  to  Dorchester  avenue;  Lemuel 
Shaw,  $244.13,  widening  of  Mall  street:  John  L. 
Barry  aud  others,  $350,  widening  of  Essex  street. 
Severally  passed. 

PERMIT  FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions, on  petitions  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
steam  engines  as  follows:  Roger  F.  Scanuel,  184 
Charles  street;  Eddy,  Sherman  &  Co.,  31-33  South 
street  (fourth  story);  Moseley,  Phillips  &  Co., 
105-107  North  street,  corner  of  Cross  street. 

Accepted. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Claims: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following 
petition :  Foza  Carr  to  be  compensated  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  from  a  fall  on  North 
street,  Jan.  11, 1881.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 
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LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Licenses: 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  minors'  applica- 
tions as  follows:  Seventeen  newsboys.  Ac- 
cepted. 

CLERK  HIRE  IN  THE  COURTS. 

Alderman  Tucker,  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  County  Accounts,  presented  requisitions  for 
clerk  hire  in  the  courts  for  the  month  of  February 
as  follows: 

Superior  Court,  3249.07;  Supreme  Judicial  Court, 
$135;  Superior  Criminal  Court,  $208.33. 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall: 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  use  said  hall  as  follows:  By  P.  P.  Field 
and  others,  on  the  seventh  day  of  March  inst.  for 
a  public  meeting.    Accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving : 

Report  that  John  Soley  have  leave  to  move  a 
wooden  building  from  97  Chelsea  street  to  101 
Chelsea  street.    Accepted. 

REQUEST  FOR  AN  ADDITIONAL  APPROPRIATION  FOB 
PAVING. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following: 
To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Bo9ton— The 
Committee  on  Paving  respectfully  report  that  an 
additional  appropriation  of  $21,400  will  be  re- 
quired to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment during  the  remainder  of  the  financial  year. 
The  amount  appropriated  for  the  department 
at  the  commencement  of  the  financial  year  was 
$950,000.  The  amount  expended  has  been  as  fol- 
lows, viz.: 
For  new  paving,  grading,  macadamizing, 

gravelling,  and  setting  edgestones. .  8508,337.58 
repairs  and  maintenance  of  streets.. . .  301,361.78 
bridges,  retaining  wall,  culverts,  etc..  44,865.10 
care  of  streets  in  winter,  removing 

snow  and  ice 45,790.85 

tools,  carts,  horsee,  harnesses,  repairs 
on   steam    engines,     crushers    and 

rollers 25.648.10 

salaries  of  Superintendent  and  clerks.        7,944.84 

grade  damages 6,298.48 

For  street  signs,  numbering  streets,  sta- 
tionery and  advertising.... 2,534.59 

rent  ot  atone  yard,  Boylston  street 500.00 

incidentals 2,414.27 

8945,695.09 
Unexpended  balance 4,304.91 

8950,000.00 

Your  committee  estimate  that  there  will 
be  required  to  meet  the  payrolls  of  the 

department  April  1, 1881 $21,000.00 

For  removing  snow  and  ice,  team  work, 

etc 3,500.00 

hay  and  grain  for  city  teams 700.00 

rent  of  gtone-yard,  Boylston  street ....  500.00 

826,700.00 
Deduct  balance  on  hand 4,304.91 

Deficit $21,395.09 

Say 821 ,400.00 

Your  committee  respectfully  request  that  an 
appropriation  be  maie  by  transfers,  to  meet  said 
deficiency.  Foi  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade, 

Chairman. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 


PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stables  as  follows :  W.  T.  W. 
Corris,  Star  Lane,  Ward  23;  Jonathan  Keniston, 
Border  street,  Ward  1.    Severally  accepted. 

CITY  MESSENGER,  CITY  HALL,   ETC. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  the  following: 

Ordered:  Section  1.  The  City  Messenger  shall 
devote  his  whole  time  to  the  service  of  the  city, 
and  shall  attend  all  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen and  the  Common  Council.  He  shall  wait 
upon  all  committees  and  boards,  when  in  session 
at  the  City  Hall,  and  in  general  shall  perform  all 
services  required  by  the  Mayor,  by  either  branch 
of  the  City  Council,  or  by  such  committees  or 
boards. 

Sect.  2.  The  City  Messenger  shall  have  the  care 
of  the  City  Hall  and  all  offices  therein.  He  shall 
have  the  direction  also  of  such  detail  of  police  as 
may  be  regularly  or  specially  assigned  for  the 
protection  of  said  building.  In  all  matters  speci- 
fied in  this  section  he  shall  be  subject  to  the  con- 
trol of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  to  the 
approval  of  which  committee  all  appointments  of 
his  assistants  shall  be  submitted. 

Sect.  3.  The  large  hall  now  used  for  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  the  ante-room  ad- 
joining on  the  easterly  side,  the  City  Clerk's  room 
and  private  office  on  the  west  side,  are  hereby 
placed  under  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. 

Sect.  4.  The  hall  used  for  the  meetings  of  the 
Common  Council,  the  ante-room,  committee 
room  and  washroom  adjacent  on  the  easterly 
side,  the  lobby  aod  Clerk's  room  on  the  westerly 
side,  and  the  President's  room,  adjoining  the 
Clerk's  room,  are  hereby  placed  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Common  Council. 

Sect.  5.  The  Mayor's  office  and  private  room 
are  hereby  placed  under  the  control  of  the 
Mayor. 

Sect.  6.  Each  branch  of  the  City  Government 
above  named  shall  have  power  to  prescribe  rules 
for  the  use  of  its  own  apartments  and  to  direct 
the  expenditure  of  such  sums  of  money  as  shall 
be  from  time  to  time  appropriated  therefor. 

The  Chair  said  the  order  conflicted  in  some 
particulars  with  an  ordinance  just  passed. 

To  allow  time  tor  investigation,  the  order,  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Breck,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

TAX  TITLE  RELEASED. 

Alderman  Breck,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  offered  an  order— That  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  release 
to  Nancy  W.  Grant,  upon  the  payment  of  $67.74, 
all  the  right,  title  and  interest  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton under  a  tax  deed  recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds, 
libro  1470,  folio  157,  in  and  to  the  estate  described 
in  a  mortgage  to  said  Grant,  recorded  with  said 
deeds,  libro  1381,  folio  143,  the  premises  so  to  be 
released  being  a  portion  of  the  premises  described 
in  said  tax  deed ;  provided,  also,  that  said  Grant 
pay  the  due  proportion,  to  wit,  fifteen  per  cent, 
of  all  subsequent  taxes  now  remaining  unpaid 
upon  the  estate  described  in  said  tax  deed 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

PAY  OF  A  DECEASED  EMPLOYE. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order— That  the 
City  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
pay  to  William  A.  Sims  the  sum  of  $111.62,  being 
the  amount  due  to  the  late  Benjamin  W.  3ima  for 
services  in  the  Lamp  Department.  Passed.  Sent 
down. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Alderman  Breck. 
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UUMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


MARCH    10,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Andrew 
J.  Bailey,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Auditor's  monthly  exhibit,  March  4  (City  Doc. 
37).    Placed  on  rile. 

Petition  in  favor  and  remonstrance  against  the 
election  ot  Gideon  Walker  as  Assessor.  Placed 
on  file. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
Froza  Carr,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  re- 
ceived  on   North   street.    Accepted   in   concur- 
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Order  to  release  to  Nancy  W.  Grant  the  inter- 
est, etc.,  of  the  city  under  a  tax  deed,  recorded 
in  Suffolk  Deeds,  lib.  1470,  fol.  157,  on  the  terms 
therein  set  forth.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  petition  for  a  legislative  act  to  extend 
the  time  for  filling  the  basin  and  creek  of  Prison 
Point  Bay.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  $111-62  (due  the  late  Benjamin  F. 
Sims,  lor  services  in  the  lamp  department)  to 
William  A.  Sims.  Read  twice  under  a  suspension 
of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eddy  of  Ward  24, 
and  passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  to  grant  the  Homoeopathic 
Hospital  a  lot  of  land  on  Albany  street,  to  be 
used  for  hospital  purposes.  In  the  regular  order 
this  matter  was  oassed  over  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11,  upon  whose  motion  it 
was  subsequently  assigned  for  consideration  at 
the  next  meeting  at  8.15  P.  M. 

Report  and  order  to  transfer  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Assessors'  Depart- 
ment $2400.  Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule  and  passed  m  concurrence— yeas  59, 
nays  0.  .    , 

Police  Commissioner. 

Mayor's  message,  appointing,  subject  to  con- 
firmation, Edward  J.  Jones  as  Police  Commis- 
sioner. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  moved  to  suspend 
the  rule  and  that  the  Council  proceed  to  ballot. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  asked  that  the  matter 
should  lie  over  one  week. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  hoped  such  action  would  not  be 

Mr.*Greenough  said  it  was  customary  to  allow 
such  nominations  to  lie  over  when  a  member 
made  the  request.  He  did  not  wish  to  make  any 
statement.  After  a  week's  investigation  ne  might 
vote  for  Mr.  Jones. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13  said  that  no  reason  for 
laying  it  over  had  been  given,  and  that  he  was 
prepared  to  vote  to  proceed  to  a  ballot  unless 
some  were  given. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  said  that  Mr.  Jones  is  well 
known  as  a  member  of  the  commission  and  to  the 
citizens  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Hart  hoped  that  the  request  of  Mr.  Green- 
ough  would  be  granted.  The  gentleman  no  doubt 
had  aood  reason  for  asking  it. 

The  Council  refused  to  suspend  the  rule— 25  for, 
34  aeainst. 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries. 

Report  nominating  Patrick  F.  Griffin  and  Ed- 
ward Pearl  as  Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries  at 
large  for  two  years.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  moved  to  suspend  the  rule, 
in  order  to  proceed  to  an  election. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  raised  the  point  of  or- 
der that  a  suspension  of  the  rule  was  not  needed, 
there  being  no  rule  requiring  an  election  of  these 
officers  by  ballot.  .     . 

The  President— The  gentleman  is  right. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Lovell  the  Council  proceeded 
to  an  election. 

Committee— Messrs.  Child  of  Ward  17,  Cromn 
of  Ward  12,  Eddy  of  Ward  21. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 67 

Necessarv  for  a  choice ■  .84 

Patrick'F.  Griffin 4J 

Martin  M.  Hancock 43 

Edward  Pearl 34 

Mr.  Griffin  and  Mr.  Hancock  were  elected.  Sent 

Joint  Orders,  Ordinances  and  Licenses. 
Amendment  to  order  concerning  the  expedien- 
cy of  repealing  that  portion  of  section  10  of  the 


ordinance  concerning  the  Police  Commissioners, 
relating  to  licensing  public  shows,  etc. — by  sub- 
stituting for  said  order,  "An  ordinance  in  rela- 
tion to  the  ordinances  adopted  A.  D.  1876,  and 
subsequent  ordinances." 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  ordinance  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— I  move  that  that  or- 
dinance be  indefinitely  postponed.  It  is  the  same 
with  one  exception  that  has  been  assigned  for 
half-past  eight  o'clock,  and  that  exception  refers 
to  the  transfer  of  the  granting  ot  tneatrical  li- 
censes from  the  Police  Commissioners  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  Last  Thursday  evening  I  in- 
troduced an  orcier  for  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances to  consider  the  expediency  of  revoking 
the  power  of  the  Police  Commissioners  to  grant 
licenses  for  theatrical  amusements,  and  this  has 
been  sent  to  us  as  a  sub>titute.  I  suppose  the 
order  that  is  assigned  will  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned if  this  is  passed.  I  am  not  prepared  to 
vote  for  revoking  that  power  ot  the  Police 
Commissioners  without  its  being  considered  by 
some  committee.  Now  two  of  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  who  refused  to  sign  the  ma- 
jority report  of  the  Committee  on  Rules,  have  let 
this  thing  go  through  without  saying  a  word,  and 
I  suppose  their  only  reason  was  it  was  put  in  as  a 
sop,  that  they  might  have  the  entree  to  all  places 
of  amusement.  I  cannot  see  any  other  reason  for 
it.  I  dare  say  some  of  them  are  a  little  disgrun- 
tled because  they  have  not  been  admitted  to  all 
the  places  of  amusement.  Now  I  am  prepared  to 
consider  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Joint 
Rules  relative  to  the  joint  orders  and  ordinances, 
entirely  aside  from  the  question  which  has  been 
forced  upon  us,  and  if  anybody  wishes  to  put  in  a 
separate  order  for  a  committee  to  consider 
whether  the  Board  ot  Aldermen  shall  have  the 
right  to  grant  licenses,  he  may  do  it,  but  I  will 
not.  Furthermore,  I  will  ask  the  Chair  to  read 
the  following  correspondence,  which  is  sufficient 
evidence  to  show  that  this  matter  should  be  in- 
definitely postponed: 

City  Clerk's  Office,  March  8, 1881. 

J.  P.  Healy,  Esq. .-  Dear  Sir— By  statute  1878, 
chapter  244,  section  2,  the  Board  of  Aldermen's 
powers  in  relation  to  licenses  of  theatres,  etc., 
could  be  conferred  by  ordinance  on  the  Board  of 
Police  Commissioners  (see  supplement  to  ordi- 
nances of  1878,  page  66). 

By  ordinance  passed  July  31,  1878  (see  same 
supplement,  page  73),  such  powers  were  con- 
ferred. 

Can  the  City  Council  by  a  new  ordinance  take 
back  such  power?  or  have  the  City  Council  ex- 
hausted their  power  in  the  premises  by  the  act  of 
conferring  such  authority? 
Yours  truly, 

S.  F.  McCleary,  City  Clerk. 

In  my  opinion  the  City  Council  has  exhausted 
its  power  in  the  premise's  and  cannot  revoke  the 
authority  it  has  conferred  on  the  Police  Commis- 
sioners." 

J.  P.  Healy,  City  Solicitor. 

City  Clerk's  Office,  Boston,  i 
March  9, 1881.        J 

J.  G.  Freeman,  Esq.  ■■  Dear  Sir — Believing  that 
the  ordinance  passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
in  a  somewhat  hasty  manner  on  Monday  last,  re- 
lating to  the  transfer  of  certain  powers  now  held 
by  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners,  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  was  invalid,  I  addressed,  on 
Tuesday,  the  enclosed  note  to  Mr.  Healy,  to  which 
his  reply  is  appended. 

I  send  this  information  to  you  in  order  that  the 
said  ordinance  may  be  disposed  of  in  the  Com- 
mon Council,  for  it  would  be  useless  to  pass  it 
now. 

Yours,  very  trulv, 

S.  F.  McCleary, 
City  Clerk. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  must  confess  my 
self  very  much  surprised  at  two  points  which 
the  gentleman  has  just  made.  First,  I  am  some- 
what surprised  that  this  communication  should 
come  in  the  form  it  does.  I  waited  patiently  to 
see  that  it  had  been  made  by  some  member  ot  the 
City  Council,  in  one  branch  or  the  other.  How- 
ever, I  do  not  wish  to  dispute  for  a  moment  the 
legal  power  ot  any  employe  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment to  make  any  inquiry  he  pleases;  but  lam 
surprised  that  this  should  come  from  the  City 
Clerk.  But  the  decision  of  the  City  Solicitor 
must  be  considered,  no  matter  how  it  comes  before 
us.  I  am  also  astonished  that  the  gentleman  who 
brought  in  this  communication  has  made  such  a 
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change  of  base.  I  suppose  he  now  tails  back  upon 
the  decision  of  the  City  Solicitor.  It  will  be  un- 
necessary to  refer  this  subject  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  as  tbey  will  uecessarily  take  the 
advice  of  the  City  Solicitor.  1  have  had  some 
conversation  with  him  and  believe  it  represents 
bis  legal  opinion.  But,  sir,  there  is  a  point  be- 
yond that.  It  is  his  opinion  that  if  we  coincide 
with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  pass  this  ordi- 
nance, that  vote  will  go  for  nothing,  and  the 
Hoard  of  Aldermen  will  acquire  no  powers.  He 
also  states— 1  do  not  wish  any  one  to  tike  this  as 
law  and  gospel,  but  I  will  state  his  opinion  to  the 
best  of  my  ability— that  there  is  no  way  in  which 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  can  get  any  decision  of 
the  courts  on  the  question  unless  we  give  them 
that  power.  The  act  of  1878  constituting  the 
Board  of  Police  Commissioners  was  rather  pecu- 
liar. It  stated  that  they  should  have  certain 
powers,  and  also  that  the  City  Council  might 
delegate  to  them  their  powers  in  the  matter 
of  licensing.  I  venture  to  say  even  to 
the  lawyers  in  this  body,  that  in  construing  the 
statute  upon  a  matter  which  depends  upon  the 
construction  put  upon  two  or  three  words,  no 
lawyer  would  like  to  undertake  to  do  it  in  a  few 
minutes'  investigation.  But  by  the  wording  of 
that  question,  the  City  Solicitor  has  rendered  a 
decision,  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen  cannct  get 
it  before  the  court  without  we  concur  in  the  paSr 
sage  of  this  ordinance.  We  are  in  the  position  of 
a  man  and  bis  wife  when  there  is  a  deed  of  land 
to  be  passed.  The  wife's  signature  is  necessary; 
in  most  cases  she  has  no  interest  in  it,  but  her 
signature  must  be  put  upon  the  record. 

If  we  concur  in  the  passage  of  the  ordinance,  it 
may  be  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have  some 
legal  powers,  and  may  be  they  have  not.  It  is  for 
them  to  decide  whether  they  will  go  any  farther 
than  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor.  If  we  coin- 
cide we  will  do  no  wrong  to  a  ny  person ;  we  are  not 
putting  tne  public  to  any  inconvenience.  We 
will  be  willing  to  say  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
shall  have  those  powers  and  it  will  be  for  them  to 
say  whether  they  have  them  or  not.  If  they 
choose  to  rest  upon  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solici- 
tor it  is  their  case.  If  they  choos»  to  go  to  the 
courts  they  can  do  so.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Council  to  a  case  which  came  before  the 
Legislature  some  years  ago.  On  account  of  the 
peculiar  wording  of  the  advertisements  for  the 
sale  of  certain  estates,  the  titles  were  not  good. 
The  City  Solicitor  and  Assessors  were  before  the 
Senate  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  asking  them 
for  the  passage  of  a  law  to  make  good  certain 
sale.-.  The  committee  stated  that  they  had  grave 
don  I  its  whether  such  a  law  was  constitutional, 
but  the  Assessors  said,  ilWe  want  a  chance  to  ap- 
peal to  the  courts."  The  law  was  passed,  and  the 
next  year  the  Supreme  Court  decided  it 
was  unconstitutional.  No  harm  was  done 
to  anybody,  but  it  was  the  best  way  to 
bring  this  question  before  the  proper  tri- 
bunal. No  one  has  any  higher  respect  for  Mr. 
Healy  than  I  have,  and  for  his  attainments  as  a 
lawyer.  But  1  do  not  think  you  wish  to  leave 
this  matter  in  such  a  form  that  anybody  who 
does  not  agree  with  him  will  have  no  opportunity 
to  bring  it  before  the  courts.  Suppose  we  concur 
with  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  it  does  no  harm, 
but  it  will  enable  us  to  coincide  with  them  in  a 
very  important  matter.  At  the  last  meeting  I 
presented  a  majority  report  reeuactmg  the  pres- 
ent ordinances.  I  wish  it  understood  that  I  tried 
to  get  a  vote  upon  it.  The  fact  is,  we  are  living, 
under  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  without 
any  legal  oruers  or  ordinances.  Every  day  we 
delay  the  passage  of  such  an  order  we  are  run- 
ning the  risk  of  damage  to  the  city.  If 
any  case  turns  up  and  any  ordinance  is 
cited,  it  will  apuear  that  no  such  order 
or  ordinance  was  upon  our  books.  The 
matter  being  so  important  it  will  be  the  part  of 
wisdom  to  coincide  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in 
the  passage  of  this  ordinance  without  referring  it 
to  a  committee.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  10  is 
aware  that  this  is  a  proper  step  for  them  to  take. 
There  is  no  question  about  Its  legality.  If  any 
time  is  to  be  saved,  it  is  right  and  proper  that  it 
should  be  done.  Each  branch  has  a  right  to  pass 
an  order  or  ordinance  on  any  subject.  The  Board 
of  Aldermen  have  passed  an  ordinance  reenacting 
the  present  ordinances  and  orders  so  far  as  they 
can  be  made  legal  and  binding,  and  have  attached 
to  it  certain  exceptions,  one  ot  which  this 
Council  ought  to  stand  for,  I  believe,  first,  last 
and  always.  You  will  see  on  that  report,  over 
the    signatures    of    Mr.  Bailey,  Mr.  Hagar  and 


myself,  that  the  power  over  the  department 
offices  was  given  up  wrongfully  and  illegally 
before,  and  we  ought  not  to  allow  it  to  pass  a 
second  time.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  having 
made  that  concession,  it  seems  unnecessary  to 
send  it  back  ~o  go  through  the  reference  to  a  com- 
mittee. I  have  heretofore  spoken  of  the  difficulty 
in  getting  persons  to  agree  upon  matters  of  form. 
You  know  the  difficulty  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances had  last  year  in  getting  the  forms  of  ordi- 
nances settled.  It  is  more  difficult,  to  get  the 
other  branch  to  do  it,  and  now  that  this  matter 
has  been  passed  by  them,  and  we  can  put  the  city 
of  Boston  out  of  danger,  it  seems  ui.necessa.ry  to 
cavil  and  refuse  to  concur  on  account  of  this  one 
exception,  when  it  can  do  no  harm  to  coincide 
with  tbem.  We  are  simply  allowing  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  if  they  dispute  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Solicitor,  to  go  to  the'  courts  and  get  a  legal  de- 
cision if  they  choose.  It  is  their  matter  and  not 
ours.  I  hope  the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone 
will  not  prevail,  but  that  the  Council  will  proceed 
to  give  the  ordinance  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  must  say  I  think 
the  position  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  is 
an  anomalous  one.  Here  is  an  ordinance  present- 
ed for  passage  exactly  corresponding  in  every 
respect  with  the  majority  report  of  the  Joint 
Special  Committee  on  Rules  and  Orders,  with  the 
exception  ot  one  clause,  which  affects  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  alone.  That  ordinance  comes  to  us 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  It  is  therefore 
apparent  that  the  Board  ot  Aldermen  have, 
so  far  as  the  first  two  sections  are  concerned, 
adopted  the  entire  report  of  the  majority  of 
the  Committee  on  Rules  and  Orders.  They 
add  to  those  two  sections  another,  which, 
as  I  have  said,  affects  them  atone.  I  believe 
the  Aldermen  are  able  to  take  care  of  them- 
selves. If  they  want  a  section  of  that  sort 
they  ought  to  have  it,  and  we  should  interpose 
no  objection.  We  are  here  to  look  out  for  our 
own  interest.  The  last  section  does  not  affect 
any  interest  which  we  have  to  look  af- 
ter in  any  way.  It  is  a  matter  entirely  within  the 
jurisdiction  ot  the  other  branch.  They  present 
an  ordinance  and  say,  We  desire  that  this  section 
shall  be  passed,  because  we  wanr,  to  see  what 
rights  we  have  under  it.  That  is  all  there  is  to  it. 
I  do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  say 
anything  more  than  that,  bin  I  heartily  concur 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  in  the  necessity 
of  passing  such  an  ordinance  as  this  as  soon  as 
possible.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  saw  the  neces- 
sity for  it  and  passed  it  immediately.  It  is  equally 
important  that  we  should  pass  it.  The  depart- 
ments and  committees  are  working  without  any 
ordinances  to  govern  them  whatever.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  Citv  Solicitor  the  duties  of  com- 
mittees and  superintendents  are  to  be  governed 
by  an  order  to  be  passed  each  year,  and 
not  by  an  ordinance.  The  object  of  passing 
this  ordinance  is  to  let  the  Revised  Ordinances  of 
187G  act,  so  far  as  they  can  act,  as  the  orders 
governing  our  committees  and  departments,  un- 
til we  see  fit  to  change  them  for  this  year.  That 
is  the  effect  of  the  first  section.  In  the  second 
section  we  remove  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
the  power  to  assign  and  furnish  suitable  offices 
and  rooms  in  the  public  buildings,  and  give  it  to 
the  committee  on  that  department,  which  rep- 
resents the  City  Council.  Heretofore  the  Com- 
mon Council  have  had  nothing  to  say  about  the 
assignment  of  those  rooms.  Why  should  a  gen- 
tleman in  this  Council  object  to  the  passage  of  an 
ordinance  that  gives  us  this  power.  The  Board 
of  Aldermen  do  not  object  to  our  having  it,  and 
there  ought  to  be  unuody  here  to  object.  The 
Only  subject  about  which  any  question  is  raised 
here  refers  solely  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
that  is  a  power  which  they  say  they  want,  the 
value  of  which  they  are  the  sole 'judges. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— Whenever  I  see  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  getting  up  here  and  ad- 
vocating any  measure  favoring  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, I  make  up  my  mind  that  it  must  be 
about  right.  I  don't  believe  he  has  any  love  for 
the  Board  of  Aldermen.  If  they  desire  the  privi- 
lege of  licensing  shows  and  theatres  I  don't  see 
why  they  should  n't  have  it,  and  I  hope  the  ordi- 
nance will  pass. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— I  did  not  state  who 
asked  for  the  information.  I  don't  know  whether 
it  is  necessary  to  state  that  the  City  Clerk  got  it 
for  me  or  whether  he  got  it  of  his  cwn  accord. 
The  gentl  .'man  from  Ward  12  has  taken  it  upon 
himself  to  say  that  the  City  Clerk  did  it.  I  don't 
see  why  we   cannot   pass  this  order,  which  is  as 
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signet!  lor  half-past  eight,  as  well  as  the  one 
which  comes  from  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen,  ana 
if  they  don't  concur  next  Monday  it  will  be 
their  fault  that  we  have  no  orders  and  ordinances 
governing  the  departments.  I  am  not  prepared 
to  vote  for  any  ordinance  any  clause  of  which 
the  City  Solicitor  says  is  illegal,  and  1  cannot  un- 
dersraiid  how  any  legal  gentleman  will  do  so.  A 
very  prominent  member  of  the  Council  has  sug- 
gested that  this  matter  can  be  further  consid- 
ered, and  out  of  courtesy  I  will  withdraw  the 
motion  to  in  definitely  postpone,  and  move  that 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  be  assigned 
to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  ventured  to  say  that  the  doc- 
ument was  written  by  the  City  Clerk  because  the 
Chair  read  the  head  of  it.  I  have  looked  at  the 
paper  and  see  that  it  is  headed  "City  Clerk's 
Office."  [  wish  the  Council  to  notice  what  the 
City  Solicitor  says: 

"In  my  opinion  the  City  Council  has  exhausted 
its  powers  in  the  premises,  and  cannot  revoke 
the  authority  it  has  conferred  on  the  Police  Com- 
missioners." 

I  want  the  Council  to  understand  that  that  is 
very  different  from  saying  that  we  cannot  pass 
this  ordinance  legally.  I  think  the  City  Solicitor 
will  say  that  we  can  pass  any  order  by  a  proper 
vote.  But  what  the  effect  of  it  will  be  we  cannot 
say.  I  think  the  gentleman  gave  a  meaning  to 
the  words  that  I  would  have  given  myself  had  I 
not  had  experience  in  another  case.  The  City 
Solicitor  has  told  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
that  it  is  legal  to  do  certain  thiDgs,  hut  he  did  not 
know  what  the  effect  would  be.  We  can  pass 
this  ordinance  legally,  but  whether  it  will  have 
the  effect  to  revoke  the  power,  we  do  not  know. 
It  we  do  not  pass  the  ordinance,  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  cannot  get  a  chance  to 
test  it.  I  believe  the  lawyers  will  consider 
that  I  am  stating  a  fact  when  I  say  we  can  pass 
an  ordinance  in  a  legal  manner;  but  whether  it 
will  be  effective  or  not,  we  don't  know.  I  hope 
members  will  bear  with  me  a  moment  longer.  We 
all  know  the  difficulty  of  getting  anything 
through  both  branches  of  the  City  Council 
promptly.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  have  acted 
promptly  in  this  matter.  They  are  prepared  to 
give  us  back  the  rights  we  parted  with  illegally 
some  twenty  years  ago.  But  if  this  matter  goes 
back  to  them  it  is  in  the  power  of  one  Alderman 
to  have  it  laid  upon  the  table,  and  it  may  be  de- 
layed for  a  long  time.  jSTow  that  it  has  been 
passed  by  them  I  hope  we  shall  concur,  and  re- 
lieve the  city  of  the  daily  risk  from  not  having 
proper  ordinances.  1  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11  the  rule 
was  suspended  and  the  ordinance  was  passed  in 
concurrence. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Wharton  moved  a  reconsider- 
ation, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

A     QUESTION     OF     PRIVILEGE. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— In  connection  with 
this  matter  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  a  question  of  privilege.  I  have  already 
informed  the  Chair  of  my  intern  ion,  and  I  believe 
it  to  be  a  question  of  privilege.  I  wish  to  call  for 
a  Committee  of  Inquiry  in  regard  to  charges 
which  have  been  made  against  me  personally. 
The  matter  which  I  have  to  call  to  the  attention  of 
the  Council  is  contained  in  an  article  in  the  Bos- 
ton Journal  of  Tuesday  evening,  and  I  will  ask 
the  Chair  to  oblige  tee  by  reading  it,  as  I  am 
somewhat  hoarse. 

The  President  read  the  following: 

The  contest  about  the  room  formerly  occupied 
by  the  President  of  the  Common  Council,  and 
which  was  recently  assigned  to  the  City  Collector, 
is  still  being  waged  at  the  City  Hall,  with  no  im- 
mediate prospect  of  settlement.  The  room  in 
question  was  formerly  used  by  the  School  Com- 
mittee, but  when  Mr.  Whitmore  was  elected  Pres- 
ident of  the  Council  he  concluded  that  he  needed 
more  room  than  any  of  his  predecessors 
had  required,  and  succeeded  in  having 
the  room  now  in  controversy  placed  at  his 
disposal.  The  clerks  employed  by  Mr.  Whitmore 
in  preparing  the  old  records  of  the  city  were  pro- 
vided with  quarters  in  the  room,  aud  there  they 
remained  until  Mr.  Harvey  N.  Shepard  became 
the  successor  of  Mr.  Whitinore.  The  pressing 
need  of  some  of  the  departments  for  more  room 
led  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  make 
an  examination  of  the  various  rooms,  and  they 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  President  of  the 


Council  did  not  require  any  additional  room  be- 
yond what  had  been  used  for  years  past  by  past 
Presidents,  and  they  assigned  the  room  to  the 
collector,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  passing  an  order 
to  carry  it  i«to  effect.  When  Mr.  Bailey  was 
elected  President  at  the  beginning  of  the  present 
year,  he  took  possesion  of  the  room,  and  althoujrh 
the  Collector  needs  more  accommodations  badfy 
he  does  not  desire  to  make  anv  ill-feeling  and  so 
refrains  from  locating  in  the  room.  Mr.  Bailev 
the  present  President  of  the  Common  Council,  is 
very  anxious  to  retain  the  room,  and  yesterday 
he  was  upon  the  floor  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  induced  an  Alderman  to  offer  an  ordinance 
in  relation  to  the  care  of  the  City  Hall,  and  the 
same  was  so  worded  that  the  room  in  question  is 
to  be  kept  in  the  control  of  the  Common  Council 
f^upfoi'tunately  for  Mr.  Bailey,  his  co-worker, 
Mr.  Whitmore,  had  also  an  object  in  view  at  the 
session  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  yesterday,  and 
previous  to  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Bailey's  ordi- 
nance, Mr.  Whitmore,  through  an  Alderman,  had 
secured  the  passage  of  an  order  authorizing  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  assign  the 
rooms  in  City  Hall.  The  result  was  that  Mr.  Bai- 
ley s  project  was  laid  upon  the  table  as  being 
in  conflict  with  an  ordinance  already  passed 
and  as  matters  now  stand  it  is  somewhat 
doubtful  if  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings will  reverse  its  former  action,  al- 
though Mr.  Whitmore  will  use  all  his 
efforts  to  accomplish  that  result.  The  latter 
gentleman,  who  does  not  confine  his  schemes  to 
the  body  of  which  he  is  a  member,  but  whose 
handiwork  is  also  frequently  to  be  found  at  ses- 
sions of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  probably  chuc- 
kled at  the  way  in  which  he  humbugged  Alder- 
men O'Brien  and  Viles,  whose  names  appear  in  a 
minority  report  now  pending  in  the  Common 
Council,  protestine:  to  the  very  change  in  the  or- 
dinances which  Mr.  Whitmore  secured  yesterday. 
In  a  report  on  joint  rules  and  oidinarces  pre- 
sented to  i  he  Common  Council  at  its  session  on 
Thursday  last,  the  Council  members  of  the  com- 
mittee recommended  that  the  existing  ordinances 
be  continued  in  force  in  every  respect,  with  an 
amendment  which  gives  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  the  power  of  assigning  all 
rooms  in  the  City  Hall.  To  this  amendment 
Aldermen  O'Brien  and  Viles  objected,  and 
recommended  the  adoption  of  the  ordi- 
nances without  amendment.  In  the  confusion 
which  ensued  at  yesterday's  session  of  the  Alder- 
men on  account  of  the  ciowded  condition  of  the 
room  by  candidates  lor  Assessors  and  their 
friends  the  matter  escaped  the  attention  of  Al- 
dermen O'Brien  and  Viles,  as  Mr.  Whitmore  had 
ingeniously  incorporated  in  the  ordinance  an 
amendment  to  transfer  from  the  Police  Commis- 
sioners to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  the  duty  of 
licensing  theatrical  entertainments.  Both  of  the 
Aldermen  were  unconsciously  humbugged,  and 
as  a  reconsideration  was  immediately  moved 
and  refused,  the  matter  has  passed  be- 
yond revision  by  the  Board.  In  the  future, 
however,  Mr.  Whitmore  will  probably  be  obliged 
to  confine  his  measures  to  the  Common  Council. 
The  Street  Commissioners  have  issued  orders  of 
notice  of  intention  to  widen  Virginia  street,  from 
Dudley  to  Bird  street,  Dorchester.  Petitions 
have  been  received  from  Annie  M.  Earnshaw  and 
others,  for  the  acceptance  of  Granite  street, 
AVest  Roxbury;  from  Elizabeth  S.  Clapp  and 
others,  for  the  extension  of  Bird  street  to  Han- 
cock street  at  Dorchester;  and  from  James  J. 
Coleman  and  others,  for  the  acceptance  of  Mur- 
ray avenue  at  Roxbury. 

Mr.  Whitmore— In  regard  to  the  statements 
contained  in  that  article,  I  desire  to  say  that  as 
far  as  they  concern  myself,  they  are  entirely— 
and  maliciously,  as  I  believe— false.  I  propose  to 
make  one  statement  to  the  Council.  What  may 
have  been  undertaken  by  your  President  is  a 
matter  of  which  I  know  nothing.  I  know  this 
much,  that  matters  being  as  they  are,  the  request 
to  consider  the  transfer  of  licenses  to  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  having  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  the  other  changes  being 
assigned  to  this  week,  and  the  necessity  for  pass- 
ing the  joint  orders  and  ordinances,  when  I  was 
in  the  lobby  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  Monday 
afternoon,  I  met  the  President  by  accident.  Both 
of  us,  I  presume,  were  somewhatinterested  in  the 
elections  about  to  take  place— I  was  for  one,  I 
confess.  I  suggested  to  the  President  that  in- 
stead of  waiting,  inasmuch  as  matters  were  very 
important  and  pressing,  as  we  well  knew— and 
we  know  some  things  which  the  members  of  the 
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Council  do  not  as  to  the  risks  run  in  this  matter 
— I  proposed  then  and  there  to  present  an  ordi- 
nance coveiing  all  the  changes  desired  by  either 
branch,  and  it  the  Board  chose  then  and  there  to 
pass  it  it  would  be  so  much  time  gained.  The 
President  consented.  We  went  into  the  Mayor's 
office  and  drafted  and  arranged  the  document 
which  passed  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  has 
been  passed  by  the  Council  tonight.  Alderman 
Whitten  took  that  paper  from  me,  and  from  that 
time  until  day  before  yesterday  I  never  saw  the 
document.  So  far  as  my  giving  it  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  I  would  say  there  is  not  the  slightest 
ground  for  it.  I  never  exchanged  a  word  with 
the  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on 
the  subject.  I  did  not  go  within  the  rail  that  af- 
ternoon. So  far  as  my  exertions  to  affect  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  I  had  no  occasion 
or  opportunity  to  say  anything  to  affect  anybody's 
vote  on  the  subject.  It  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  an  Alderman  to  offer  and  t  knew  nothing  about 
the  result  until  I  saw  it  in  the  papers.  I  believed 
then  and  believe  now  that  it  was  the  wisest  meas- 
ure to  be  passed  by  this  Council  and  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  Now,  sir,  ordinarily  I  would  pass  this 
matter  by.  Had  this  statement  been  published 
in  the  paper  by  any  other  than  the  representative 
of  the  paper  on  this  floor,  1  would  be  willing  to 
pass  it  by.  The  statements  of  fact  in  this  article 
are  attended  with  enough  verbiage  to  lead  peo- 
ple to  believe  I  was  engaged  in  some  underhand- 
ed movement  against  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
Now  I  wish,  gentlemen,  to  know  who  is  my  accus- 
er. The  gentlemen  sitting  at  the  reporter's  table 
are  recognized  in  a  certain  sense  as  officers  of  this 
body.  They  are  given  certain  privileges  which  are 
refused  to  persons  not  members  of  toe  Council. 
They  are  allowed  to  sit  ou  this  floor,  to  enter  the 
chamber  as  they  please,  to  use  the  lobbies  of  the 
Council,  and  whenever  an  entertainment  is  given 
they  are  invited  to  participate  with  us.  The  pub- 
lic look  at  the  articles  headed  "City  Hall"  as 
semi  official.  Now,  sir,  the  editor  of  the  Journal 
has  disavowed  any  responsibility  for  the  article, 
and  that  is  sufficient  for  tne  paper.  But  I  think 
this  is  a  matter  which  ought  not  to  be  passed 
lightly  over,  and  for  that  reason  I  offer  tue  fol- 
lowing resolve,  which  I  think  the  Council  ought 
to  be  willing  to  hear  read  and  pass: 

Whereas,  Weston  F.  Hutchins,  the  recognized 
reporter  of  the  Boston  Journal,  has  published  an 
article  in  said  newspaper  accusing  Councilman 
Whitinore  of  Ward  12  of  deceiving  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  thereby  affecting  its  official  ac- 
tion, which  article  is  declared  by  said  Whitmore 
to  be  false  and  calculated  to  injure  his  position 
as  Councilman,  therefore, 

Ordered,  That  Messrs. ■  be  a  special  com- 
mittee to  examine  into  said  charges  and  coun- 
ter-complaint and  report  what  action  should 
be  taken  by  this  Council  to  punish  the  guilty 
person. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  do  not  know  whether  I  shall  ap- 
pose the  passage  o/  this  order  or  not  at  this  mo- 
ment, but  at  the  same  time  there  is  a  statement 
of  facts  in  the  preamble  which  have  not  been  as- 
certained by  this  Council.  I  do  not  think  we  want 
to  pass  a  preamble  stating  facts  of  which  we  have 
no  knowledge. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  see  the  technicality  to  which 
the  gentleman  refers.  I  believe  there  is  not  the 
slightest  dispute  that  Mr.  Hutchins  wrote  the 
article.  I  called  his  attention  to  it  on  Tuesday 
morning  and  understood  him  to  say  he  wrote  the 
article  and  with  considerable  deliberation.  If  the 
gentleman  has  any  doubts  in  that  respect  I  shall 
be  happy  to  offer  a  preamble  saying, "supposed  to 
have  written."  If  be  wishes  to  vindicate  himself 
by  saying  he  did  not  write  it,  he  can  have  the  op- 
portunity. I  certainly  believe  he  wrote  it,  and  he 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  justify  himself. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17— I  did  not  seethe  piece 
pul, iished  in  Tuesday's  Journal,  but  I  did  see  in 
tins  morning's  Journal  a  very  handsome  apology. 
It  scinis  to  me  the  apology  should  be  read  to  tile 
Council.  It  strikes  me  it  would  be  sufficient  to 
satisfy  the  wounded  feelings  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  Chair  has  a  copy  of  the 
apology,  and  I  will  ask  him  to  read  it. 

The  President  read  the  following: 
"City  Hall  Notes. 

"Mr.  W.  H.  Whitmore  writes  us  that  the  state- 
ments reflecting  upon  him,  which  appeared  in 
our  City  Hall  Notes  on  Tuesday  evening,  are 
false.  The  personal  reflections  upon  Mr.  Whit- 
more are  not  in  keeping  with  comments  which 
usually  appear  in  these  columns  upon  men  and 


things,  and  we  regret  that  they  were  published. 
Mr.  Whitmore's  assertion  that  the  charge  is  false 
we  publish  with  pleasure,  and  his  statement  is 
sufficient,  as  he  ought  to  be  the  best  judge  of  his 
own  motives." 

Mr.  Whitmore— 1  desire  to  say  to  my  friend 
from  Ward  17  that  I  doubt  if  he  would  be  content 
with  such  an  apology.  I  have  stated  that  so  far 
as  the  newspaper  is  concerned,  it  is  a  sufficient 
apology.  It  is  of  course  known  that  every  daily 
journal  must  be  dependent  upon  its  recognized 
reporters  for  news.  If  the  reporters  are  mistaken 
the  paper  is  misled.  The  Journal  accepts  my 
statement  as  true,  and  I  am  very  much  obliged  to 
them  for  doing  it.  They  state  that  it  is  a  ques- 
tion of  motives,  but  I  wish  to  show  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  that  whatever  motives  I  had 
there  was  nothing  improper.  Although  the  name 
of  our  esteemed  President  is  not  mentioned,  it  is 
just  as  gross  an  assertion  against  hia  personal 
character  as  against  mine.  Whatever  was  done 
by  me  was  done  by  him.  We  drafted  the  ordi- 
nance together.  It  is  not  a  question  of 
motives.  The  responsible  editor  of  the  Jour- 
nal did  not  understand  the  case.  I  want 
to  know  why  a  person  occupying  a  semi- 
official position  here  should  undertake  to  write 
such  an  article.  It  is  very  well  for  any  one  to 
say  that  an  apology  is  ample,  but  I  want  the 
Council  to  remember  that  a  half-a-column-article 
charges  was  conspicuously  displayed  in  the  pa- 
per; and  though  I  was  looking  for  the  apology 
yesterday,  I  must  confess  that  I  read  the  paper 
through  before  I  iould  find  it.  I  hope  the  Coun- 
cil will  do  rue  the  favor,  and  I  think  it  is  nothing 
more  than  justice,  to  have  this  matter  ferreted 
out.  I  want  to  know  why  a  reporter,  treated  as 
well  as  the  reporters  are  in  this  Council,  should 
want  to  print  a  scurrilous  article  in  this  manner. 
I  do  not  appeal  to  the  Council.  I  don't  want  to 
lower  myself  by  making  such  an  appeal.  But 
when  a  thing  of  this  kind  is  doue  I  want  to  know 
why  it  is  done.  The  reporter  may  have  been  mis- 
led in  the  matter.  I  want  to  know  why  an  attack 
has  been  made  upon  a  member  by  one  who  occu- 
pies a  semi-official  position  here. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— It  seems  to  me  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  failed  to  acquire 
one  of  the  first  requisites  of  a  person  who  aspires 
to  public  office,  and  that  is  to  pay  no  attention  to 
what  is  said  about  him  in  the  public  papers.  I 
suppose  we  are  all  subject  inure  or  le»s  to  attacks 
in  the  papers.  If  such  matters  as  these  are  to  be 
investigated,  we  should  soon  have  every  reporter 
off  the  floor  of  the  house.  I  believe  gentlemen 
here  have  been  attacked  by  other  papers  repre- 
sented on  the  floor  of  this  Council,  and  I  think 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  could  have  shown 
much  better  taste  than  to  wash  his  dirty  linen 
here  in  public. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  magnifies  the  grievance  a 
great  deal.  I  should  have  expected,  un- 
less I  am  very  obtuse  in  my  understand- 
ing of  the  article  read,  that  he  would  have 
considered  it  a  piece  of  newspaper  reporting 
and  let  it  pass  without  notice.  But  I  have  no 
disposition  to  prevent  any  member  of  this  Coun- 
cil from  having  a  matter  investigated  which  he 
thinks  tends  to  injure  him  in  public  estimation. 
The  only  point  I  insist  upon  is  that  this  Council 
shall  not  pass  as  part  of  an  order  a  preamble 
stating  something  which  we  do  not  know  as  a 
fact.  I  move  to  amend  the  preamble  by  striking 
out  the  sentence  in  which  the  personal  name  oc- 
curs— the  name  of  Mr.  Hutchins. 

The  President — If  the  name  alone  is  stricken 
out  it  will  read,  "  Whert-as,  the  recognized  repor- 
ter of  the  Boston  Journal  has  published,"  etc. 

Mr.  Whitmore— If  the  gentleman  will  allow,  I 
will  cheerlully  amend  it  so  that  it  shall  read, 
"Whereas  an  article  has  been  published,"  etc. 

Mr.  Pratt — I  will  not  objtct  to  the  preamble  if 
it  is  in  proper  form,  so  as  to  state  a*  facts  mat- 
ters which  have  not  been  ascertained  to   be  such. 

Mr.  Whitinore — 1  shall  be  happy  to  accept  any 
suggestion  of  that  kind. 

The  President — It  will  then  read,  "Whereas 
Councilman  Whitmore  of  Ward  12,  in  an  article  in 
the  Boston  Journal  of  the  8th  inst.,  has  been  ac- 
cused of  deceiving  the  Board  of  Aldermen,"  etc. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  think  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  is  treating  this  matter  with 
much  more  importance  than  itmerits.  Isympathze 
with  bim  in  his  indignation  in  finding  what  he  has 
done  misstated  in  a  newspaper  of  so  large  a  cir- 
culation as  the  Journal,  I  have  bad  the  pleasure 
myself  of  finding  what  I  had  done  entirely  mis- 
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stated  and  misrepresented  on  more  than  one  oc- 
casion, but  I  have  not  felt  it  necessary  to  put  in  a 
motion  here  hauling  up  the  reporter  of  the  news- 
paper which  has  seen  fit  to  criticise  my  action. 
It  does  n't  seem  to  me  that  the  game  is  worth  the 
powder.  But  when  a  gentleman  gets  us  here  and 
sajs  he  has  been  falsely  and  maliciously  accused, 
and  states  that  it  is  eutirely  incorrect,  I  think 
there  is  not  a.  gen.leman  in  this  Council  who  will 
not  entirely  believe  but  what  he  has  stated  is  cor- 
rect. I  think  he  can  be  assured  of  the  sympa- 
thies of  the  Council  with  him  in  his  annoyance. 
But  when  he  goes  farther  than  that,  and  calls  for 
aa  investigation  to  put  the  reporter  through,  it 
don't  seem  to  me  it  is  worth  it.  I  think  Mr.  Whit- 
niore  has  made  a  mistake.  He  has  made  nis 
statement  and  it  is  believed  by  the  Coun- 
cil, and  I  think  he  had  better  withdraw  the  or- 
der. If  he  insists  upon  it  I  shall  vote  for  it,  but 
I  think  it  is  a  mistake. 

The  preamble  and  order  were  read  a  second 
time,  and  the  question  was  upon  its  passage, 

Mr.  Pratt— I  have  looked  at  the  order,  and 
thought  of  it  a  little  more,  and  I  feel  compelled 
to  say  that  I  think  the  gentleman  should  put  it 
in  some  other  form,  if  he  does  not  think  the 
statements  made  tonight,  under  circumstances 
which  will  insure  their  publication  tomorrow,  are 
sufficient  redress,  it  is  a  rule  of  criminal  law 
that  an  indictment  must  be  so  drawn  that  if  the 
accused  is  convicted  the  court  will  know  what 
sentence  to  impose.  This  seems  to  be  an  indict- 
ment against  a  person  who  has  a  right  to  attend 
this  meeting,  as  we  are  compelled  to  hold  our 
meetings  in  public,  and  it  looks  to  the 
punishment  of  the  guilty  person.  f  do 
not  know,  what  punishment  we  can  inflict 
unless  we  refuse  to  invite  to  entertainments 
given  by  the  City  Government,  or  excursions, 
the  representative  of  the  press  referred  to. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  an  o,  der  that  can  do  any 
good,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  worded  so  as  to  ac- 
complish the  purpose  which  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  seems  anxious  to  have  accomplished, 
unless  that  purpose  is  accompli-  hed  by  the  pub- 
lic statements  which  he  has  made  aud  the  pub- 
licity which  will  be  given  to  them  in  tomorrow's 
paper.  I  shall  vote  against  the  order  in  the  form 
in  which  it  now  is. 

Mr.  Means  of  Ward  20—1  cannot  believe  that  a 
member  of  the  press  would  maliciously  make  a 
false  assertion  about  a  member  of  this  Council.  I 
think  there  mtut  be  some  mistake  somewhere, 
and  although  I  think  we  should  be  quick  to  se- 
cure justice  to  any  one  of  our  members  who  has 
been  misrepresented,  if  such  is  the  case,  yet  I 
do  not  feel  as  though  we  should  has- 
tily take  action  tonight  which  might  per- 
haps injure  the  position  of  the  gentleman  who 
represents  the  Journal  in  this  Council,  and  it 
seems  to  me  we  should  carefully  think  before  we 
take  any  steps  in  this  matter.  I  move  that  the 
whole  matter  be  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council  at  nine  o'clock. 

Mr.  JLauten  of  Word  14—1  hope  that  motion  will 
not  prevail.  If  there  is  anything  to  be  done 
about  it,  it  ought  to  be  settled  tonight. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost. 

The  order  was  declared  rejected.  Mr.  Costello 
doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays.  The  Council  refused  to  order  the  yeas.  A 
division  was  had  and  the  order  was  passed— 29 
for,  24  against.  Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  18  moved 
a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost. 

Subsequently  the  President  appointed  Messrs. 
Huntress  of  Ward  11,  Pray  of  Ward  5,  and  Green- 
ough  of  Ward  9  as  said  committee.  The  order  as 
finally  passed  reads  as  follows: 

Whereas,  Councilman  Whitmore  of  Ward  12,  by 
an  article  in  the  Boston  Journal  of  the  8ih  inst., 
has  been  accused  of  deceiving  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen and  thereby  affecting  its  official  action, 
which  article  is  declared  by  said  Whitmore  to  be 
false  and  calculatod  to  injure  his  position  as  a 
Councilman,  therefore,  ordered,  etc. 

THE     NEXT     MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8,  the  rule 
was  suspended,  and  he  offered  an  order— That 
when  this  Council  adjourns,  it  be  to  meet  on 
Wednesday  next,  at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  explained  that  next  Thursday 
was  the  17th  of  March,  when  many  members  will 
take  part  in  public  entertainments  in  the  even- 
ing, and  attendance  upon  the  session  of  the  Coun- 
cil was  very  inconvenient. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Parkman,  Mr.  Fitz- 


patrick amended  the  order,  so  that  the  meeting 
should  be  held  on  Friday,  the  18th  inst.,  and  as 
amended  the  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Fitzpatrick 
moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail.    Lost. 

FIRST  ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department 
of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  W.  H. 
Goodwin  and  others  for,  and  the  remonstrance  of 
Henry  W.  Beckwith  and  others  against,  the  elec- 
tion of  Gideon  Walker  as  First  Assistant  Assess- 
or.   Accented.    Sent  up. 

A  certificate  was  received  from  the  other 
branch  of  the  election  of  Richard  J.  Fennelly, 
William  A.  Wheeler  and  George  W.  Warren  as 
First  Assistant  Assessors,  in  place  of  William  W. 
Dromey,  John  J.  Murphy  and  Gideon  Walker, 
chosen  by  this  Council. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  a  ballot 
was  ordered. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17 
Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  stated  that  Mr.  W.  W. 
Dromey  had  not  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13  said  he  was  authorized 
to  withdraw  the  name  of  Mr.  John  B.  Shea. 

Mr.  Boyle  of  Ward  8  stated  that  Mr.  E.  B.  Dailey 
was  not  a  candidate. 

Committee— Messrs.  Hart  of  Ward  18,  Bowker 
of  Ward  16  and  Fisk  of  Ward  20. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 67 

Necessary  for  a  choice 34. 

Gideon  Walker  had 23 

William  A.  Wheeler 25 

Geo.  W.  Warren 30 

W.  W.  Dromey 36 

John  J.  Murphy 38 

L.  Foster  Morse 9 

R.J.  Fennelly 4- 

F.H.Field 2 

S.  A.  Field 1 

Edward  B.  Dailey 1 

Messrs.  Dromey  and  Murphy  were  elected  in 
non-concurrence,  and.a  second  ballot  was  ordered 
to  fill  one  vacancy. 

Whole  number  of  ballets 67 

Necessary  for  a  choice 34 

George  W.  Warren  had 38 

Gideon  Walker .■ 17 

W.  A.  Wheeler 8 

Richard  J.  Fennelly 2 

L.  Foster  Morse 2 

Mr.  Warren  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

SYMPATHY  FOR  rRELAND. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Costello  of  Ward  22,  the  rule 
was  suspended,  and  he  offered  the  following; 

Whereas,  The  people  of  Ireland  are  now  en- 
gaged in  a  movement  the  object  of  which 
is  to  moderate  the  present  system  of 
land  tenure,  which  the  Englh-h  Government 
has  imposed  on  them,  and  which  compels 
them  to  appear  before  the  world  in  the 
garb  of  mendicants,  necessitating  an  appeal  to 
their  charity,  and  directed  more  especially  to 
these  United  States,  such  a  system  being  con- 
trary to  the  doctrine  of  human  rights  and  civil 
liberty,  it  is  therefore 

Resolved,  First— That  we  deeply  sympathize 
with  the  people  of  Ireland  in  their  efforts  to  im- 
prove their  present  condition  by  a  moderation 
of  the  present  land  system,  the  evils  of  which 
are  so  apparent;  and  ibat  we,  as  a  liberty- 
loving  people,  do  hereby  indorse  the  action 
which  they  are  taking,  at  the  same  time  coun- 
selling moderation  and  due  respect  for  the  laws 
of  the  nation  which  claims  them  as  subjects, 
thereby  appealing  directly  to  its  sense  of  honor 
and  justice. 

Second— That  copies  of  these  resolves  be  sent  to 
the  two  representatives  of  the  Boston  districts  in 
Congress  and  that  they  be  requested  to  make  use 
of  all  proper  means  to  advance  the  ends  which 
they  recommend  and  the  principles  they  embody. 

Mr.  Costello  of  Ward  22— Mr.  President:  Were 
it  not  for  the  gag  applied  at  the  meeting  two 
weeks  ago,  this  resolution  would  not  be  presented 
tonight.  Now,  Mr.  President,  in  order  to  give 
this  important  matter  before  us  tonight  a  care- 
ful and  impartial  consideration,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary for  ns  to  forget  tnat  we  are  members  or  ad- 
herents of  either  of  the  political  parties  now  in 
existence. 

I  speak  in  this  manner  because  I  have  noticed 
from  what  little  experience  I  have  had  in  this 
Council  Chamber  during  the  year  1879  and  the 
present  year,  that  whenever  a  measure  of  impor- 
tance would  come  up  for  consideration, 
the  question  would  be  quietly  asked,  where 
and    by    whom    did    it    originate,     and     if    it 
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chanced  to  come  from  a  Democrat  the  Republi- 
can members  would  combine  to  defeat  it;  and  if 
it  came  from  a  Republican  the  Democrats  would 
also  combine  to  overthrow  it.  1  present  this  resolu- 
tion not  as  an  Irishman,  Republican  or  Democrat, 
but  as  an  American  citizen  whose  love  of  liberty 
and  human  rights  is  second  to  none  in  this  Coun- 
cil. Now,  in  order  to  economize  time,  1  will  en- 
deavor to  (rive  you  the  present  condition  of  Ire- 
land in  a  nutshell,  and  in  order  to  do  so  I  will  be 
obliged  to  quote  one  of  .Esop's  celebrated  fables. 
He  tells  us  there  was  once  a  beehive  in  which 
there  were  many  bees.  A  wasp  happening  along: 
one  day  heard  a  great  noise  and  tumult  within. 
Stepping  in  to  see  what  the  trouble  was, 
he  lound  that  there  was  a  great  dispute 
as  to  who  all  the  honey  and  all  the 
wax  belonged  to.  The  drones,  who  were  an  idle 
and  worthless  class,  argued  that  they  had  the 
same  right  to  the  property  as  the  bees  who  had 
labored  and  toiled  hard  to  accumulate  it.  Final- 
ly the  wasp  agreed  to  act  the  part  of  a  judge  in 
the  matter,  and  his  judgment  was  like  this:  "That 
the  drones  should  get  into  a  hive  of  their  own, 
and  if  they  succeeded  in  making  honey  and  wax 
like  the  other  bees,  he  would  decide  in  their  fa- 
vor; if  not,  ne  would  decide  against  them."  Now, 
the  industrious  bees  agreed  to  that,  but  the 
drones  would  uot;  they  insisted  on  their  claims, 
right  or  wrong.  The  consequence  was  that  they 
lost  all,  and  were  driven  out  of  the  hive.  My 
friends,  is  n't  that  the  exact  condition  of  Ireland 
today?  Ireland  is  the  beehive,  in  which  there 
are  about  5,000,000  bees;  out  of  this  number  there 
are  about  12,000  idle,  worthless  drones,  or  land- 
lords, as  they  are  termed. 

Now,  these  worthless  drones  or  landlords  are 
worse  even  than  the  drones  of  the  hive;  the 
drones  of  the  hive  claimed  a  mere  existence  for 
themselves.  But  these  landlords  claim  not  only 
that,  but  they  compel  the  Irish  people  to  pay  for 
the  suppoit  of  the  dancing  girls  and  harlots  of 
London,  Paris,  Berlin  and'  Vienna.  Yes,  they 
claim  even  more  than  that.  They  claim  to  own 
the  tish  that  swim  in  the  lakes  and  rivers,  the 
animals  that  burrow  in  the  earth,  the  birds  of 
the  air,  and  even  the  seaweed  that  drifts  in  from 
the  ocean. 

Was  there  ever  such  tyranny  on  earth?  But 
this  question  has  also  its  judge.  The  wasp  that 
is  judging  it  is  public  opinion.  And  you  are 
called  upon  tonight  to  help  create  that  public 
opinion.  A  vote  on  the  negative  side  of  this  ques- 
tion is  a  vote  for  the  worthless,  idle  drones  or 
landlords.  A  vote  on  the  affirmative  side  is  a 
vote  for  industry,  human  rights  and  liberty.  On 
the  eve  oi  the  American  Revolution  Samuel  Adams, 
addressing  the  American  people  at  Faneuil  Hall, 
made  use  of  the  following:  "There  was  once  a 
great  general  who  after  a  great  victory  was  so 
weary  and  fatigued  that  he  threw  himself  down 
on  the  battlefield  for  rest.  He  was  not  long  asleep 
before  he  felt  a  stinging  sensation  in  the  palm  of 
his  hand.  Awaking  and  closing  his  tist  suddenly 
he  found  to  his  surprise  that  ft  was  a  little  mouse, 
and  while  he  was  examining  the  little  creature  it 
bit  him  again  so  that  be  was  obliged  to  let  go  his 
hold,  which  gave  the  little  animal  its  liberty/' 
Now,  this  was  a  very  simple  story  but  it  had  a 
wonderlul  effect.  It  gave  a  liberty-loving  people 
to  understand  that  although  they  were  weak  finan- 
cially and  physically,  there  was  yet  hope  for 
them.  The  general  referred  to  in  that  story  was 
England;  America  was  the  mouse.  Soon  after 
this,  on  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  the  mouse  began 
to  bite  at  Lexington,  and  kept  on  biting,  biting, 
biting  until  the  final  bite  at  Vorktown  compelled 
England  to  let  go  of  her  hold,  and  America  was 
free.  The  Samuel  Adams  of  Ireland,  who  is  now 
lining  away  behind  the  prison  walls  of  England, 
has  given  the  Irish  people  to  understand  that 
although  they  are  weak  financially  and  physical- 
ly, there  is  yet  hope  tor  them;  but,  unfortunately 
lor  Ireland  that  she  Is  anchored  so  close  to  her 
enemy.  If  she  was  as  far  away  from  England  as 
this  country  is,  she  would  have  had  her  Lexing- 
ton, her  Blinker  Hil\  her  Trenton,  her  Saratoga, 
and  her  Yorktown  centuries  ago,  and  there  would 
be  no  occasion  for  these  resolutions  tonight. 

But  as  her  battlefield  at  present  is  that  of  moral 
suasion,  her  movements  so  far  have  challenged 
the  admiration  of  the  world.  They  are  move- 
ments that  indicate  the  highest  type  of  genius, 
skill,  wisdom  and  statesmanship.  If  this  battle 
of  moral  suasion  fails,— if  England  is  determined 
to  remain  deaf,  dumb  and  blind  to  the  cries  and 
Mjenes  of  misery  and  oppression,  then  I  say,  and 
1  say  it  with  all  earnestness,  that  ihe  die  must  be 


cast,  and  the  Rubicon  of  Ireland  must  be  crossed; 
and  who  in  this  wide  world  can  fay  that  their 
cause  is  not  a  just  one?  My  friends,  I  don't  want 
you  to  think  for  a  moment  that  I  am  in  favor  of 
open  warfare  with  England;  not  by  any  means. 
It  would  be  suicide,  because  the  pitchfork  was 
never  a  match  for  the  rifle.  Mr.  President,  I  am 
somewhat  surprised  at  the  action  of  this  Courcil 
with  regard  to  the  last  resolution;  but  I  am  more 
surprised  at  the  relusal  of  this  Council  to  accept 
the  invitation  to  Faneuil  Hall.  It  is  the  first  time 
in  the  history  of  this  counrry  that  American  citi- 
zens refuse  io  enter  that  hall  to  listen  to  words  of 
sympathy  for  an  oppressed  and  liberty-loving 
people.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  that  was 
done  through  sympathy  for  EDgland,  the  most 
tyrannical  nation  that  God's  sun  ever  shone  up- 
on—a  nation  that  has  three  times  attempted  to 
destroy  this  republic— or  whether  it  was  done 
through  hatred  of  the  Irish  people.  I  fear  it  was 
the  latter.  Why,  I  ask,  do  you  hate  the  Irish  peo- 
ple so  much?  Do  you  forget  that  when  you  were 
struggling  for  liberty  during  the  years  1775  and 
1783  that  it  was  an  Irishman,  Edmund  Burke, 
the  greatest  statesman  that  ever  sat  in  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament,  stood  up  in  defence  of  this  coun- 
try. Do  you  forget  that  it  was  the  son  of  an 
Irishman  that  saved  this  country  at  New  Orleans 
in  1812?  Do  you  forget  that  Irish  blood  coursed 
through  the  veins  of  four  of  the  presidents  of 
these  United  States,— Polk,  Buchanan,  Monroe 
and  Jackson?  Do  you  forget  that  it  was  the 
Irish  settlers  of  Maryland  that  first  granted  re- 
ligious liberty  to  the  people  of  this  country  ?  Do 
you  forget  the  brave  and  gallant  deeds  of  the 
Irish  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,— of  Montgomery, 
Sullivan,  Stark,  Wayne,  Jasper,  living,  Moylan, 
and  others  too  numerous  to  mention?  Do  you 
forget  the  part  the  Irish  soldiers  had  taken  in 
thej  lateR  ebellion  ?  it  would  take  too  long  to  go 
over  a  list  of  their  names  and  deeds.    Do  you  for- 

fet  the  part  that  England  had  taken  in  that  Re- 
ellion?  If  yon  do,  look  at  your  commerce  that 
has  been  rutaed  and  crippled  by  British  priva- 
teers. Do  you  forget  that  it  was  England  that 
laid  the  capital  of  this  country  in  ashes  and  plun- 
dered and  robbed  many  towns  and  cities  in  the 
war  of  1812?  And  yet,  notwithstanding  these 
facts,  there  are  men  in  this  Council  who  are 
ready  to  bow  down  to  adore  and  worship  the  na- 
tion that  would  smite  them  to  the  earth  at  the 
first  opportunity.  Do  you  claim  to  be  wiser  than 
our  representative  men  at  Washington  who  have 
passed  resolutions  of  sympathy  for  the  Irish  cause? 
Do  you  claim  to  be  wiser  than  the  representative 
men  of  Illinois,  New  York,  Connecticut,  Nevada, 
Texas,  New  Jersey,  Minnesota,  Rhode  Island, 
West  Virginia  and  Ohio,  who  have  all  passed 
resolutions  of  sympathy  for  their  cause  ? 
Can  it  be  possible  that  the  representative  men  of 
Boston,  who  are  now  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the 
"Cradle  of  Liberty,"  who  are  living  within  the 
shadow  of  Bunker  Hill,  would  refuse  to  express 
sympathy  for  a  people  that  are  struggling  for  the 
same  rights  and  privileges  that  we  now  enjoy  ? 

Mr.  President,  I  hope  and  trust  that  this  reso- 
lution will  pass,  and  that  you  may  have  a  part  in 
creating  this  public  opinion,  that  will  bring  tyr- 
anny to  its  knees,  so  that  an  oppressed  people 
may  have  the  rights  which  belong  to  them. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10 — At  previous  sessions 
we  have  had  a  great  deal  of  discussion  about  this 
question,  since  the  invitation  to  the  Faneuil  Hall 
meeting.  In  my  opinion  these  resolutions  con- 
tain matters  that  ought  not  to  come  before  the 
City  Government.  We  have  other  business  be- 
fore us  that  is  proper  for  us  to  attend  to.  I  for 
one  do  not  care  to  go  into  a  question  of  wasps  or 
drones  or  harlots,  and  movo  that  the  resolutions 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Costello  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  prevailed— 
yeas  35,  nays  26— 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bartlett,  Beal,  Brlmbecom. 
Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Dana,  Dud- 
ley, Eddy,  Emery,  Farwel),  Fi«k,  Ford,  Freeman, 
Gove,  Greenough,  Harding,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley, 
Huntress,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Mathews,  N.  M.  Mor- 
rison, P.  Morrison,  Parkman,  Smith,  Swan,  Vlles, 
Wakefield.  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Williams— 35. 

Nays— Messrs.  Barry,  Bigclow,  Boyle,  Conlin, 
Connell,  Costello,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Dalv,  Denney, 
J.  Doberty,  Fitzpatrick,  Maguire,  McCormick, 
J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  Mullett, 
Murphy,  Pratt,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Rosnosky,  Tee- 
van,  Welch,  Whitmore— 25. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Bailey,  Bowker, 
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Devlin,  0.  F.  Doherty,  Gomez,  Hagar,  McNamara, 
Means,  Pope,  Powers,  fray,  Walsh— 11. 

Mr.  Freeman  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

EXTENSION  OF  HARBISON  AVENUE  AND  D  STREET. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  1-1  called  up  the  special 
assignment  lor  eight  o'clock,  P.  M.,  viz.: 

Report  on  the  subject  of  the  extension  of  Har- 
rison avenue  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $160,000,  and 
the  extension  of  D  street  at  an  estimated  expense 
of  $55,000. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  desire  to  say  that 
I  understand  that  the  building  of  Mr.  Wendell 
Phillips  may  be  excepted  from  this  widening. 
The  lines  are  not  yet  laid  out,  and  a  specific  order 
will  be  drawn  showing  them  and  be  presented  to 
the  Council  for  action  afterwards.  This  vote  is 
for  the  general  laying  out. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  is  correct.  This  is  simply  to  be  referred 
to  the  Finance  Committee  to  provide  the  means. 
I  regard  the  scheme  as  one  of  the  best  that  ever 
came  from  the  Street  Commissioners.  While  I 
sympathize  with  Mr.  Phillips,  I  think  he  ought  to 
give  way  for  the  benefit  of  the  public.  I  think  a 
gentleman  who  says  so  much  on  the  platform 
against  rum  shops  ought  to  be  willing  to  getaway 
from  there  if  it  will  benefit  the  public.  I  hope  the 
order  will  pasp. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  14  says  this  is  one  of  the  best  plans  that 
ever  came  from  the  Street  Commissioners.  I 
hope  the  order  will  not  pass.  I  don't  think  the 
time  has  come  to  extend  Harrison  avenue  into  a 
narrow  street.  I  cannot  see  what  improvement 
it  will  be.  If  the  Street  Commissioners  desire  to 
widen  a  narrow  street,  they  should  have  done  it 
on  Chauncy  street  before  the  large  buildings 
were  put  up  there.  The  cry  of  the  people  last 
year  was  that  taxes  were  too  high.  We  are  all 
well  aware  that  the  cost  of  these  improvements  is 
not  put  in  at  first.  They  may  want  $50,000  more 
to  finish  it,  and  this  is  only  $160,000  to  start  with. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— I  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  14  that  this  is  one  of  the  best 
street  improvements  suggested  in  Boston  for 
some  time.  Gentlemen  will  see  by  the  plans  on 
their  desks  that  this  extension  goes  through  a 
very  large  block  of  buildings  which  are  only  ac- 
cessible now  from  narrow  places  on  Washington 
street — Norfolk  street,  Cbickering  place  and  Hay- 
ward  place.  In  case  of  fire  it  is  very  bad  to  get 
at,  and  for  the  purposes  of  business,  which  is  very 
rapidly  creeping  down  in  that  neighborhood,  if 
the  extension  is  not  carried  through,  the  proper- 
ty will  be  worth  very  little.  This  extension  will 
bring  this  property  into  available  position,  and 
those  in  authority  say  that  nearly  if  not  quite  the 
whole  of  the  cost  will  be  paid  from  betterments. 
It  is  a  better  chance  to  get  back  the  cost  in  bet- 
terments than  in  almost  any  extension  that  has 
been  made. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— Last  week  I  objected 
to  referring  this  matter  on  account  of  the  ab- 
sence of  the  chairman  of  the  committee.  I  think 
in  theory  that  matters  should  be  discussed  before 
the  reference,  but  it  don't  seem  to  work  well  in 
practice.  I  think  this  is  a  good  opportunity  to 
make  an  improvement  in  the  heart  of  Boston 
and  I  hope  it  will  be  referred. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  would  ask  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  why  tney  recommend  a 
forty-three  foot  street  at  Essex  street  and  forty- 
five  a  little  farther  on.  Chauncy  street  is  thirty 
feet  wide ;  Harrison  avenue  is  about  thirty  feet 
above  the  part  to  be  extended.  This  is  not  to  be 
a  thoroughfare,  as  it  ends  nowhere,  but  Is  to  be 
a  street  for  the  convenience  of  traffic.  Why 
should  it  not  be  a  thirty  or  thirty-five  foot  street 
instead  of  forty-three?  If  that  plan  were  adopted 
it  would  prevent  the  destruction  of  the  house  re- 
ferred to  by  another  speaker,  and  which  en- 
lists our  sympathies  to  postpone  it  a  few  years, 
or  during  the  life  of  one  who  is  in  bad  health. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  don't  know  why  the  Street  Com- 
missioners made  it  the  width  they  did.  I  suppose 
they  have  good  reasons.  It  is  well  known  that 
Mr.  Phillips's  house  projects  eight  or  ten  feet, 
and  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  when  that  corner 
will  be  cut  off. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24— The  more  I  look  into 
this  matter  the  more  I  am  convinced  that  it  is  a 
very  good  undertaking  for  the  city.  T£,the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  16  had  not  only  looked  at  the 
property,  but  taken  a  few  minutes  and  talked  to 
the  Street  Commissioners,  I  believe  he  would 
have   been   fully  convinced   of   the   benefits  to 


be  derived  from  this  extension.  I  believe 
we  shall  receive  tangible  results  within 
three  years.  With  all  due  respect  to  Mr. 
Phillips  and  his  talents,  as  everybody  knows 
he  is  a  very  eccentric  man,  1  don't  be- 
lieve in  allowing  one  man  to  block  the  wheels  of 
progress.  Private  interests  should  be  subservi- 
ent to  the  public  good.  If  the  public  demand 
the  extension  of  Harrison  avenue,  and  Mr.  Phil- 
lips's house  stands  in  the  way,  it  ought  to  come 
down  just  the  same  as  my  house,  or  any  other 
gentleman's  house  here  would  do,  if  it  stood  in 
the  way.  We  all  appreciate  what  Mr.  Phillips 
has  done  and  what  he  has  been.  But  there  must 
be  an  end  to  everything. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  subject  re- 
ferred to  the  Finance  Committee  to  provide  the 
means. 

Mr.  Lauten  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail. 

Lost.    Sent  up. 

COMMON  AND    PUBLIC    GROUNDS— THE    PROPOSAL 
OF    JOHN    REARDON. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  City  Clerk  that 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  had  on  the  7th  inst.  in- 
definitely postponed  the  further  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  John  Reardon,  which  was  referred 
by  the  Common  Council  to  the  Committee  on 
Common,  etc.,  with  instructions  to  hear  the  peti- 
tioner by  counsel,  etc.    Placed  on  file. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Council  consid- 
ered the  order  to  contract  for  purchase  of  trees 
for  public  grounds,  streets,  etc., for  next  financial 
year. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19  moved  to  lay  the  order 
upon  the  table  until  the  Committee  on  Common 
reported  upon  the  proposition  of  John  Reardon 
to  do  the  work  in  the  Department  of  Common  and 
Squares  for  $30,000. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21— I  trust  the  order  will  be 
laid  upon  the  table.  I  think  the  Council  is  enti- 
tled to  have  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Squares  in  regard  to  the  petition  of 
John  Reardon.  and  that  any  member  of  this 
branch  is  entitled  to  remark  that  the  summary 
proceeding  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  regard  to 
the  memorial  of  John  Reardon,  presented  to  this 
Council  a  week  ago,  is  not  at  all  creditable  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  They  indefinitely  postponed 
the  consideration  of  that  memorial,  and  as  that 
has  some  direct  bearing  upon  this  sub- 
ject, I  propose  to  say  something  in  regard 
to  it.  John  Reardon  made  a  proposition 
by  which  he  proposed  to  save  the  city 
$15,000  and  upwards.  That  is  what  he  proposed 
to  do.  He  came  forward  like  a  man  to  make  that 
offer.  He  was  no  slouch,  as  an  Alderman  said  in 
the  other  branch.  He  has  been  known  in  city 
work  for  twenty-five  years,  and  although  an  Al- 
derman was  atle  to  get  from  a  city  employe, 
over  his  signature  as  gardener  for  a  gentleman 
for  whom  he  has  not  served  for  years,  an  impeach- 
ment of  his  intelligence  and  capacity  as  a  gardener, 
and  although  the  Alderman  took  occasion  to 
make  other  :-lurs  in  regard  to  Mr.  Reardon,  he 
has  heretofore  in  his  capacity  as  chairman  of  that 
department  commended  Mr.  Reardon  for  his 
capacity  and  faithfulness  and  good  performance 
of  contracts.  The  chairman  of  the  committee 
stultified  himself  in  making  those  observations, 
and  it  only  needs  to  be  pointed  out  to  show  the 
force  of  "it.  The  chairman  of  the  committee, 
in  order  to  carry  out  the  action  which 
he  proposed  to  have  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
take,  misused  figures  in  order  to  make  it  appear 
that  the  cost  of  carrying  on  those  squares  was 
less  expensive  than  when  it  was  done  by  con- 
tract with  John  Reardon.  Now  that  is  not  a  fact, 
Mr.  President.  There  was  a  time  here,  two  or 
three  years  ago,  when  there  was  a  change  made 
iu  the  Superintendent  of  Common,  and  when  the 
committee  on  that  department  were  brought 
about  as  near  the  red  hot  coals  as  the  Superin- 
tendent was.  The  department  got  a  little  into 
straits  and  tried  to  repair  their  character  a  little, 
when  the  appropriation  for  the  Department  ot 
Common  and  Squares  was  astonishingly  reduced 
from  $83,000  to  $43,000  in  one  year,  and  they  made 
a  kind  of  a  show  in  living  withiu  their  appnpri- 
ation,  although  they  didn't.  And  that  year 
it  did  appear  that  the  care  of  these  four 
squares  by  Mr.  John  Reardon  was  less 
economical  than  the  other  squaras  taken 
care  of  by  the  department.  But  I  say  it  cost 
the  department,  as  shown  by  the  last  report  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Common,  during  the  cur- 
rent year,  to  take  care  of  those  four  squares. 
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more  than  the  city  ever  paid  John  Reardon  for 
doing  it,  and  it  costs  $000  more  on  those  four 
squares  than  Mr.  Reardon  offered  to  do  it  for. 
So  I  sav  the  Alderman  misused  figures  in  order  to 
carry  his  point  with  the  Board.  Now  he  went 
farther  than  that.  He  undertook  to  impeach  the 
character  of  a  gentleman  whom  he  had  before 
commended — a  gentleman  who  is  not  a  strauger 
to  the  work  ot  this  department.  He  said  the 
preaeutation  of  this  petition  was  a  farce.  Is  it 
a  farce  to  give  the  city  an  opportunity  to  save 
$15,000  and  upwards?  Is  it  a  farce  to  come  for- 
ward and  oiler  to  make  a  specific  contract,  as  he 
has,  and  pass  it  over  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Squares  to  make  it  more  speciiic,  and, 
being  a  large  property  owner  and  taxpayer  in  the 
city,  to  undertake  to  carry  that  out,  and  give 
good  and  sufficient  bonds  to  carry  it  out,  and  say 
that  he  will  carry  it  out  under  the  direction  of 
the  committee  and  Superintendent  of  Common 
and  Public  Grounds,  and  to  their  satisfaction? 

Mr.  Parknian— May  I  interrupt  the  gentleman ? 

Mr.  Pratt— If  he  wishes  to  ask  a  question. 

Mr.  Parkman— I  wish  to  make  a  statement. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  prefer  not  to  be  interrupted. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  desire  to  ask  the 
gentleman  a  question,  whether  Mr.  Reardon  has 
sent  in  a  contract  with  specifications  stating  ex- 
actly what  he  will  do,  so  that  the  committee  can 
judge  whether  it  wilt  be  sufficient? 

Mr.  Pratt— I  suppose  that  will  appear  from  the 
report  of  the  committee,  if  they  are  as  inclined 
to  give  us  ■>  report  as  they  were  to  give  him  a 
hearing.  He  offered  to  enter  into  a  contract  to  do 
just  the  kind  of  work  now  being  done  by  the  de- 
partment, and  in  as  artistic  and  fashionable  a 
manner  as  now,  and  he  produced  his  list  of  sup- 
plies to  be  furnished,  and  notwithstanding  the 
slur  now  being  cast  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
has  been  furnished  to  the  committee,  and  he  of- 
fered to  let  the  committee  write  any  other  list, 
and  be  would  furnish  that.  But  I  did  not  pro- 
pose to  go  into  that.  I  don't  propose  to  argue  in 
favor  of  John  Reardon,  because  I  think  we  are 
entitled  to  a  report,  from  the  committee  before  we 
commit  ourselves  to  entering  into  contracts  for 
supplies  tor  that  department.  Now,  to  show  that 
John  Reardon  is  not  so  much  of  a  slouch  as  the 
Alderman  would  make  out,  I  want  to  ask  atten- 
tion to  two  or  three  letters  which  have  come  to 
my  attention.  I  hold  a  petition  dated  twenty  years 
ago,  to  show  that  Mr.  Reardon  is  no  stranger  to 
the  city  of  Boston.  It  is  dated  January,  1861,  and 
it  says— 

Boston,  Jan.,  1801. 

To  the  honorable  Thomas  P.  Rich,  Thomas  C. 
Amory,  Jr.,  and  E.  T.  Wilson,  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Public  Squares:  The  petitionee  John 
Kea  rdon  (a  citizen  of  Boston)  respectfully  peti- 
tions for  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  city  work  on 
the  Common  and  squares,  and  the  Public  Garden. 
John  Reardon. 

We,  the  undersigned,  having  known  John  Rear- 
don, the  petitioner,  for  many  years,  and  had 
many  opportunities  to  form  a  correct  judgment 
of  his  abilities,  do  most  cordially  recommend 
him  to  the  appointment  which  he  seeks. 

8.  T.  Dana.  Ja's  M.  Beebe,  A.  W.  Blagden,  F.  W. 
Lincoln,  Jr.,  Clement  Willis,  Wm.  R.  Lawrence, 
John  H.  Eaatburne,  Nathan  B.  Sburtleff,  W.  R.  P. 
Washburn,  Albert  Hobarr,  James  Lawrence,  G. 
H.  Shaw,  W.  F.  Whitney,  Amos  A.  Lawrence, 
Otis  Clapp,  Henry  C.  Wainright,  D.  R.  Whitney, 
Amos  B.  Merrill,  E.  B.  Bigelow,  Joel  Nourse. 

Belore  that  time  he  had  laid  out  the  Public 
Gardes,  and  since  that  time  be  has  been  called 
upon  to  lay  out  many  public  squares,  and  has  had 
charge  of  many  public  squares.  The  manner  in 
which  he  has  taken  care  of  them  is  shown  by  this 
petition: 

To  the  Honorable  Committee  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment on  the  Common,  Parks  and  Squares: 
The  undersigned,  residents  of  Union  park,  would 
respectfully  represent— 

Mr.  John"  Reardon  has  for  many  years  taken 
care  of  our  park,  and  has  ever  performed  a  faith- 
ful and  skilful  service  in  this  respect.  He  attends 
to  all  things  in  their  season;  anu  ihe  undersigned 
would  regret  his  removal  from  this  care.  They, 
therefore,  would  respectfully  request  he  may  be 
continued  in  this  service,  which  he  so  thoroughly 
understands  and  acceptably  performs. 

This  petition  is  signed  by  Alexander  H.  Rice 
and  other  residents  oi  Union  park  to  the  number 
ot  twenty-five.  I  hold  in  my  hands  another 
letter— 


Boston,  March  1,  1881. 
Dear  Sir — For  several  years  during  my  connec- 
tion with  the  City  Hospital  you  had  charge, 
under  contract,  of  the  grounds  of  that  institution 
and  performed  the  work  under  said  contracts 
fully  and  satisfactorily. 

Yours,  etc., 

John  T.  Bradlee. 
Mr.  John  Reardon. 
Here  is  another — 

Nickerson  &  Co.,  ) 

Congress  Building,  Post  Office  Square,  \ 
Boston,  Feb.  23, 1881.  ) 
To  whom  it  may  concern:  Mr.  John  Reardon 
has  had  the  care  of  the  grounds  around  the  Meth- 
odist church  on  Tremont  street,  between  Concord 
and  Worcester  streets,  for  some  twenty  years,  un- 
der coi.  tract. 

He  has  performed  the  work  faithfully  and  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  trustees;  in  many 
instances  doing  more  (without  extra  charge)  than 
the  contract  called  for. 

Pliny  Nickerson, 

Treasurer  of  the  Society. 

11  Thomas  Park,  | 
Boston,  Feb.  18,  1881.  ( 
To  whom  it  may  concern :  Mr.  John  Reardon, 
who  is  an  applicant  for  Superintendent  of 
Public  Squares,  was  in  1868  and  1869  awarded  the 
contract  to  furnish  flowers  and  take  the  whole 
care  ot  a  number  of  squares  at  the  South  part  of 
the  city,  which  contract  he  performed  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  the  Committee  on  Public  Squares 
for  those  years,  and  the  public  generally  I  pre- 
sume, as  there  was  no  complaint  made  to  the 
committee.  Benj.  James, 

Chairman  Committee  1868-69. 

Board  of  Health,  32  Pemberton  Square,  i 
Boston,  Feb.  23, 1881.  ) 
To  whom  it  may  concern :  This  certifies  that 
John  Reardon  has  had  the  care  of  seven  of  the 
city  burial  grounds,  under  contract  from  the 
Board  of  Health,  for  the  last  two  years,  and  that 
he  has  performed  all  the  work  to  the  satisfaction 
of  said  board. 

For  the  Board  of  Health, 
S.  H.  Durgin.  Chairman 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,        ) 

Office  of  Sergeant- at-Arms,  State  House,  [ 

Boston,  Feb.  19, 1881.     ) 

To  whom  it  may  concern:  This  is  to  certiry  that 
John  Reardon  has  had  the  care  of  the  State 
House  grounds  for  a  number  of  years  past,  on 
contract,  and  has  always  given  perfect  satisfac- 
tion, o.  F.  Mitchell, 

Serjeant-at-Arms. 

I  read  the  dates  to  show  that  they  are  not 
trumped  up  for  this  occasion.  They  are  certifi- 
cates of  good  character  to  Mr.  Reardon  from  gen- 
tlemen who  are  competent  to  know  and  state 
what  they  know,  so  that  Mr.  Reardon  comes  be- 
fore the  City  Council  as  a  gentleman  entitled  to 
consideration,  and  his  counsel  at  the  meeting  of 
the  committee  was  a  gentleman  entitled  to  re- 
spectful treatment  in  this  City  Hall,  and  he  was 
not  entitled  to  be  treated  witli  insolence  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Common.  But  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares  undertakes  to  head  off  this  memorial  by 
alleging  that  Mr.  Doogue  has  been  abused  and 
slandered,  and  that  Mr.  Reardon  has  been 
hounding  the  department.  Now  J  challenge 
any  member  of  this  committee  or  any  Alderman 
to  produce  a  single  instance  in  which  Mr. 
Reardon  has  attacked  Mr.  Doogue,  or  said  any- 
thing against  his  management  of  the  public 
squares,  or  has  come  forward  with  even  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  attempt  to  investigate  that  de- 
partment. The  chairman  of  the  committee  said 
"the  whole  intent  of  this  is  to  investigate  Com- 
mon and  Squares.''  Well,  if  it  is  meant  to  inves- 
tigate the  department,  what  is  the  harm  about 
it?  If  the  Department  of  Common  aud  Squares 
is  all  right,  what  makes  him  tremble  so  when  in- 
vestigation is  talked  about?  I  don't  propose  to 
go  into  an  investigation  of  Common  and  Squares, 
or  criticise  it.  There  are  several  estimable  gen- 
tlemen on  that  committee.  But  I  waut  to  say 
one  thing  in  passing:  In  the  report  of  the  Super- 
intendent, for  instance,  it  is  atated  that  certain 
expenses  have  been  incurred  upon  the  public 
squares,  giving  them  by  name.  It  is  well  known  bv 
people  who  have  anything  to  do  with  agricultural 
matters,  that  the  highest  price  of  grass  seed  is  two 
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dollars  a  bushel,  and  you  can  buy  the  best  for  that. 
You  can  buy  timothy,  red  top  and  other  grasses 
lor  a  good  deal  less  than  that.  It  is  also  known 
that  two  bushels  to  the  acre  is  enough  for  any 
farmer  to  seed  down  land  with,  and  expect  to  grow 
heavy  grass  next  year.  Now  I  am  only  going 
to  take  two  points.  Pemberton  square  is  a 
little  place  which  I  look  at  every  day,  and  no 
doubt  many  of  you  do.  It  is  a  little  plot  of 
ground  enclosed  with  a  fence.  Mr.  President,  I 
should  think  your  hat  full  of  seed  would  sow  it. 
The  report  says  among  the  items  for  the  care  of 
that  square— grass  seed  $4.  Two  bushels1  sown 
on  it!  If  it  was  n't  sown,  there  is  something 
wrong  about  that,  and  if  it  was  sown,  I  have 
some  doubts  about  the  department.  Take  also 
Fort  Hill  square.  I  should  think  about  two  hats 
full  might  sow  that.'although  I  wouldn't  stake  my 
judgment  on  it.  At  any  rate,  it  is  n't  a  large 
square.  Grass  seed  $8— seed  enough  for  two 
acres!  Does'anybody  believe  it  took  four  bushels 
of  grass  seed  to  sow  that  square?  If  it  did  n't 
the  report  is  wrong.  If  it  did,  the  department  on 
Common  and  Squares  is  not  entitled  to  much 
confidence  for  economy. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17—1  should  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  the  price  of  clover  seed,  and  does  the 
gentleman  mean  to  intimate  that  the  President 
carries  hay  seed  in  his  hat? 

Mr.  Pratt— I  have  yet  to  learn  that  the  Common 
aDd  Squares  are  sowed  with  red-top  clover.  I 
meant  to  make  my  statement  so  plain  that  any- 
body would  know  what  my  intimations  are.  Now 
I  say  that  on  the  statements  of  the  report,  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Squares  are  not  en- 
titled to  such  confidence  for  economy  that  we  are 
to  vote  for  everything  they  ask,  until  we  hear 
from  them  upon  a  matter  that  this  Council  has 
instructed  them  to  investigate.  I  hope  it  will  be 
laid  upon  the  table  until  we  get  that  report. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  "Ward  9—1  should  have  thought 
it  would  be  better  for  the  gentleman  to  have  kept 
those  remarks  until  the  report  of  the  committee 
came  in,  and  then  he  would  not  have  attempted 
to  prejudge  the  case.  The  report  ox  the  commit- 
tee would  have  been  handed  to  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen last  Monday,  if  it  had  not  been  that  the 
committee  were  awaiting  the  result  of  the  last 
memorial  of  Mr.  Reardon.  It  will  be  handed  in 
next  Monday.  It  must  be  made  to  that  branch 
tinder  the  rule,  because  the  original  petition  was 
introduced  there.  For  that  reason  it  was  nor.  of- 
fered here  tonight.  I  have  no  objection  to  this 
matter  being  laid  upoo  the. table.  I  shall  reserve 
what  remarks  I  have  ^o  make  until  the  proper 
time,  when  the  question  comes  up  on  the 
acceptance  of  the  report.  I  will  now  state 
only  one  thing  which  I  meant  to  say  when  I 
interrupted  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21.  He 
stated  that  the  proposal  of  Mr.  Reardon  was  to 
do  the  work  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
committee  and  the  Superintendent.  Mr.  Reardon 
explicitly  stated  last  year,  and  I  understood  him 
that  he  made  the  same  statement  again,  that  the 
Superintendent  was  to  have  nothiog  to  do  with 
it,  that  it  was  to  be  left  to  the  committee  entirely. 
Now,  gentlemen,  I  appeal  to  anybody  to  say 
whether  the  Committee  on  Common  are  compe- 
tent either  to  inspect  the  carrying  out  of  any  such 
contract,  if  it  should  be  entered  into,  or  to  know 
how  manv  bushels  of  hay  seed  are  planted  in  each 
square.  Mr.  Reardon  desired  to  carry  this  out 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  committee 
alone.  It  is  perfectly  evident  that  such  an  offer 
is  a  futile  one.  The  committee  have  not  time, 
means  or  knowledge  to  superintend  any  such 
contract.  Mr.  Reardon  has  expressly  stated,  as  I 
understood,  that  the  Superintendent  whom  we 
have  elected  was  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
I  hove  said  more  on  this  matter  than  I  intended 
to,  and  am  content  chat  the  order  should  be  laid 
upon  the  table  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  am  informed  by  more 
than  one  person  at  the  hearing  that  he  not  only 
made  that  statement,  but  also  stipulated  tbat  the 
Superintendent  should  have  the  superintendence 
of  the  work.  I  find  Mr.  Reardon's  card  in  the 
Herald  this  evening,  in  which  he  says— 

"I  have  submitted  to  the  committee  in  writing 
a  paper  which  shows  the  data  of  my  estimate.  I 
have  also  said  to  the  committee  that  I  would 
make  my  contract  as  specific  as  they  chose  con- 
cerning the  number  and  kinds  of  plants,  trees, 
bulbs,  supplies,  etc.,  and  that  if  they  had  any 
suggestion  to  offer  as  to  plants  or  trees,  I  would 
furnish  what  they  should  order.  I  also  of- 
fered to  do  this  work  to  the  satisfaction 
.of     the    committee    and     the    Superintendent. 


I  offered  also  to  give  bonds  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance   of    the    contract    and    tnat    the    city 
might  keep  back  part  of  the  pay  as  additional 
security." 
The  order  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

HAKCELLA-STKEET  HOME  BUILDING. 

Under  the  head  of  unfinished  business  the 
Council  considered  the  report  and  order  for  trans- 
fers to  the  appropriation  for  Marcella-street 
Home  Buildings  of  $9000  from  the  appropriation 
for  the  House  of  Industry,  and  $2000  from  the 
appropriation  for  the  House  of  Correction. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  G-reenough  of  Ward  9—1  suppose  this  is  as 
good  a  time  as  any  to  take  up  the  whole  question 
of  the  Marcella-street  Home,  and  the  way  in 
which  it  has  been  previously  treated.  As  it  now 
stands,  the  Council  has  voted  to  refer  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  the  investigation  of 
the  reasons  why  a,  certain  appropriation  is  asked 
for,  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have  moved  to 
refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions. 
The  matter  is  fast  drifting  into  a  personal  ques- 
tion between  the  City  Architect,  Mr.  Clough,  and 
the  chairman  of  the  Directors  for  Public  Insti- 
tutions, Mr.  Samuel  Little.  Any  such  result 
from  action  takeo  by  the  City  Council  is  much 
to  be  deprecated.  They  are  both  gentlemen 
deserving  well  of  the  city,  and  whom  it 
would  be  very  unfortunate  to  bring  into 
collision.  If  this  matter  is  to  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  it 
would  be  sent  to  Mr.  Clough's  committee,  and  if 
it  were  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions it  would  be  Mr.  Little's  committee.  If  it 
is  to  be  referred  to  any  committee  at  all,  I  think 
it  should  be  to  a  special  committee  composed  of 
the  two  committees.  But  I  think  any  such  refer- 
ence would  be  inadvisable.  I  doubt  if  the  Coun- 
cil understand  how  any  such  estimates  come  be- 
fore us  for  passage.  Suppose,  as  in  this  case,  a 
department  desires  to  erect  a  building.  They  put 
themselves  in  communication  with  Mr.  Clough 
and  tell  him  about  how  much  they  want.  He  lays 
it  out.  He  knows  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  he  can 
build  buildings  of  such  a  size  and  about  such  a 
style  at  say  six  dollars  a  square  foot.  Well,  then 
he  gives  them  eight  dollars  at  the  outside  as  the 
cost,  and  they  come  in  and  ask  for  an  amount 
equal  to  eight  dollars  a  square  foot,  and  it  is 
granted.  Then  the  City  Architect  begins  to  lay  it 
out  carefully.  Various  suggestions  are  made, 
and  wheu  they  come  to  take  their  money  they 
find  it  cannot  be  done  tor  the  appropriation. 
The  meu  in  charge  of  the  department  say,  Go 
ahead,*we  can  get  the  money  without  any  difficul- 
ty. They  may  have  power  to  transfer  money 
within  their  appropriation,  and  although  they 
know  it  is  going  to  cost  more  than  has  been  ap- 
propriated for  it  by  the  City  Council,  they  say  the 
City  Council  will  back  them  up.  Changes  may 
be  made  by  the  department  or  by  the  City  Archi- 
tect, and  if  the  department  approves  the  bills  the 
Auditor  pays  them.  We  find  ourselves  called 
upon  to  appropriate  money  once  or  twice  addi- 
tional for  tbis  building.  They  asked  for  $65,000 
at  first,  a  year  ago  last  November  they  asked  for 
$17,000,  and  now' they  ask  for  $11,000  more, and  the 
money  has  been  spent.  They  have  the  money  in 
their  appropriations  for  carrying  on  the  public  in- 
stitutions. The  money  has  been  spent  and  we  have 
the  building.  It  was  partly  on  account  of  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions, 
partly  on  account  of  suggestions  of  the  City  Ar- 
chitect Now  is  it  worth  while  to  refer  this  mat- 
ter for  investigation  and  make  a  personal  quar- 
rel between  the  City  Architect  and  the  Directors 
for  Public  Institutions  ?  Is  n't  a  wiser  plan  to  let 
the  matter  go  and  transfer  the  money?  We  have 
a  further  appropriation  to  be  made  within  the 
appropriations  for  Public  Institutions,  which  £ 
shall  move  to  refer  to  the  committee.  I  hope  the 
order  for  the  transfer  of  $11,000  will  be  passed. 
The  money  has  been  spent,  the  people  are  waiting 
for  it,  and  we  have  got  to  pay  it.  The  next  thing 
we  ought  to  do  is  to  put  this  matter  in  the  shape 
that  it  should  oe  in  the  future,  so  that  we  will 
know  who  is  responsible  when  extra  appropria- 
tions are  called  for.  When  a  department 
desires  an  appropriation  for  a  building,  they 
ought  not  to  come  in  unless  they  ask 
for  enough  to  do  it  with.  When  they  find 
that  their  money  is  not  sufficient,  they  ought  to 
stop  and  have  another  appropriation  made  before 
they  go  on.  If  the  matter  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
City  Architect,  he  would  be  held  responsible  for 
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it,  ana  he  ought  to  be  held  responsible  for  the 
erection  of  any  building  ordered  by  the  City 
Government.  He  ought  to  be  allowed  to  appoint 
bis  own  Inspectors,  and  he  ought  to  be  hauled 
over  toe  coals  when  there  is  anything  wrong 
about  it.  There  ougnt  to  be  no  divided  responsi- 
bility. I  have  an  order  here  which  I  should  like 
to  offer,  but  it  would  not  be  proper  to  do  so  now. 
It  provides  that  the  Auditor  shall  not  pay  any 
bills  unless  they  are  approved  by  the  City  Archi- 
tect, when  they  are  for  work  done  under  his 
direction.  That  will  prevent  the  City  Architect 
from  spending  a  cent  of  money  beyond  what  has 
been  appropriated.  If  he  knows  he  is  to  be  held 
responsible  for  this  expenditure,  he  will  not 
spend  more  than  has  been  appropriated. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  order  would  require  forty-eight  votes  to  be 
passed,  and  there  were  not  that  many  in  attend- 
ance. On  his  motion,  lurtber  consideration  of 
the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  8.20  F.  M.  at 
the  next  meetiug. 

RESPONSIBILITY  OF  CITY  ARCHITECT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  the 
rule  was  suspended,  and  he  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
requested  to  report  an  ordinance  instructing  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts  not  to  pass  bills  without  the 
approval  of  the  City  Architect  when  they  are  to 
be  paid  from  appropriations  which  have  been 
based   upon   his   estimates.       Read    twice   and 


Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  leconsideration,  hop- 
ing it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.   Sent  up. 

LEGISLATIVE    MATTERS, 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  submitted  the  sixth  re- 
port of  i  he  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters. 
Accepted.    Senr.  up. 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT  REPAIR  SHOP. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Committees  on  Public  Lands  and  Fire  De- 
partment, who  were  directed  to  consider  and  re- 
port upon  the  advisability  of  granting  to  the  Fire 
Department  a  location  on  any  unoccupied  city 
lands  for  a  new  repair  shop,  beg  leave  to  report 
by  recommending  the  passage  of  the  following 
order: 

For  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 

James  G.  Freeman. 
For  Committee  on  Fire  Department, 

A.  8.  Brown. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  be  authorized  to  set  apart,  for 
the  use  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  as  a 
site  for  a  new  repair  shop  for  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment, four  lots  of  land  situated  on  the  southerly 
side  of  East  Newton  street,  between  Harrison 
avenue  and  Albany  street,  containing  about  7727 
square  feet,  and  numbered  20,  21,  22  and  23  upon 
a  plan  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  dated 
Oct.  1,  1880. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Freeman  moved  a 
reconsideration.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

THE  WATER  STREET  "FLATIRON"  ESTATE. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14,  from  the  Committee  on 
Streets,  offered  an  order— That  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  be  authorized  to  execute  a  lease  of  the 
premises  Nos.  3  and  5  Water  street,  to  Heory  B. 
Thayer  for  three  years  from  March  1, 1881,  at  an 
annual  rental  of  $2000,  said  leaBe  to  be.  terminated 
at  any  time  after  three  months'  notice  by  either 
partv. 

Mr.  Lauten  said  the  order  bad  been  authorized 
by  the  vote  of  the  Committee  on  Streets,  and  he 


moved  to  suspend  the  rule.  The  rent  has  been  at 
$1600  a  year,  and  this  is  a  lease  for  $2000. 

Mr.  Rosuosky  of  Ward  16  hoped  it  would  be 
laid  over,  and  moved  a  snecial  assignment  to  the 
next  meeting.  He  did  not  like  the  idea  of  driving 
out  the  old  occupants. 

Mr.  Lauten  3aid  that  a  Mr.  Sheldon  offered  the 
committee  $2000,  and  Mr.  Thayer,  the  present 
lessee,  thought  he  ought  to  pay  the  same  amount. 
The  committee  felt  that  as  long  as  Mr.  Thayer 
was  wili:ng  to  pay  it  they  would  let  him  con- 
tinue on  the  premises. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  said  he  did  not  know  either  of 
the  parties,  but  understood  it  wa3  merely  to  get 
the  present  incumbent  out  of  the  place. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24  explained  that  the  prem- 
ises were  let  to  Mr.  Thayer,  formerly  proprietor 
of  Boston  Theatre,  and  his  son  has  been  a  tenant 
at  will  since  the  death  of  his  father,  until  three 
years  ago,  wnen  the  old  lease  was  renewed.  He 
sub-let  a  portion  of  the  building  to  a  man  named 
Sheldon,  who  is  a  railroad  ticket  scalper.  Mr. 
Sheldon  offered  the  committee  to  lease  the  prop- 
erty for  $2000  a  year.  Thinking  it  proper 
that  the  present  incumbent  should  know 
the  facts,  the  committee  told  Mr.  Thayer 
of  the  proposition.  Both  parties  had  a 
hearing  with  counsel.  Mr.  Thayer  agreed  to  p  ay 
the  same  price  that  Mr.  Sheldon  had  offered,  and 
the  committee  thought  they  were  in  duty  bound 
to  retain  him  at  the  same  figures,  and  the  city  is 
better  off  by  $400  a  year.  The  property  is  a  little 
flat-iron  building  on  Water  street,near  the  corner 
of  Washington. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  withdrew  his  motion  to  assign. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten,  the  rule  was  suspended 
and  the  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24 
moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

REPORT  CALLED  FOR. 
Mr.  Fisk  of  Ward  20  gave  notice  that  at  the 
next  meeting  he  should  call  for  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  in  regard  to  the 
return  of  Steamer  12  to  its  former  location  at  the 
corner  of  Dudley  and  Windsor  streets. 

LUNCH    DECLINED. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  the  City  Messenger  be  directed  to  provide 
a  lunch  for  the  Common  Council  and  the  re- 
porters; the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  Contingent  fund  ot  the  Common 
Council.    Refused  a  second  reading. 

PROPOSED  NEW   SYSTEM    OF     WATERING  STREETS. 

Mr.  Bartlelt  of  Ward  15  offering  an  order— That 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Health  be  in- 
structed to  consider  and  report  on  the  expe- 
diency of  the  city  ot  Boston  making  the  necessary 
contracts  for  the  watering  of  the  streets,  avenues, 
etc.,  of  this  city.   Passed.    Sent  up. 

JOINT  ORDERS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  called  up  the  special 
assignment  for  eight  o'clock  P.  M.,  viz.: 

Order  to  adopt  city  ordinances  and  joint  orders, 
subject  to  exception,  as  set  forth  in  majority  re- 
port in  City  Document  36. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  the  report  and  or- 
ders were  indefinitely  postponed.  Mr.  Whitmore 
moved  a  reconsideration.    Lost. 

Mr.  Greenough  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
the  order  to  tiansfer  $8000  from  the  Public  Insti- 
tutions appropriation  to  appropriation  for  Mar- 
cella-etreet  Home  buildings. 

Mr.  Whitmore— This  order  will  provoke  debate: 
it  is  late,  and  he  moved  to  adjourn. 

Adjourned,  and  stood  adjourned  to  Friday,  18th 
inst.,  at  7.30  P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    14,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brieu.  Chairman,  presiding. 
JURORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  as  follows: 
Five  traverse,  March   term,   Superior  Criminal 
Court. 

<»«  EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Public  Weigher — Marcus  M.  Keith.    Confirmed. 
Undertaker— Cornelius  F.  Doherty.    Confirmed. 
Inspector  and  Weigher  of  Bundle  Hay— Samuel 
B.  Livermore.    Confirmed. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 
Request  of  School  Committee  for  additional  ac- 
commodations for  primary  classes,  near  Harrison 
avenue  and  Br  lokline  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Thomas  O'Leary, 
for  renewal  of  his  passenger-wagon  license:  Har- 
vey Scudder,  for  leave  to  run  a  passenger  wagon 
to  Allandale  Spring. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  Re- 
quest ot  School  Committee  for  improvement  in 
the  Eustis-street  Schoolhnuse  yard. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  E.  Warshauer  et 
al.,  that  Creek  square  be  lighted. 

To  the  Sheet  Commissioners.  Leonard  Ware, 
Jr.,  etal.,  that  the  name  of  Milmout  street  be 
changed  to  Mayfair  street. 

To' the  Committee  on  Sewers.  James  D.  Dris- 
col,  for  a  sewer  to  drain  197-201  Walnut  avenue. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Notice  of 
Mary  A.  O'Brien  of  claim  for  compensation  for 
injuries  received  Feb.  5,  1881;  A.  P.  Wilson,  to  be 
heard  a  second  time  on  his  claim  for  personal  in- 
juries received  on  Warren  Bridge;  Michael 
Regan,  to  be  compensated  for  injuries  received 
while  in  the  employ  of  the  city;  Ellen  Walsh,  to 
be  paid  for  personal  injuries  sustained  on  East 
Fifth  street,  near  K  street,  Feb.  19,  1881;  Mary  J. 
Turner,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  received 
in  Bowdoin  street  Feb.  1G,  1881. 

Frank  Benewato.to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
caused  by  insecure  condition  of  sidewalk  of 
Prince  street,  Jan.  5, 1881. 

Phoebe  A.  Brown,  tor  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  by  fall  in  a  passageway  from  City  square 
to  Town  Hill,  Cnarlestown. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Reed  Brothers  &  Sawin,  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  Winchester  street, 
near  Rutherford  avenue,  Ward  5. 

In  the  Committee  on  Market.  Hilton  Brothers 
&  Co.  and  others,  that  the  Sealer  of  Weights,  etc., 
be  nermitted  to  examine  weights,  etc.,  at  the 
markets  instead  of  their  office. 

jo  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables 
as  follows:  Francis  Maguire,  old  wooden,  one 
horse,  rear  63  Preble  street,  Ward  15. 

Reed  Brothers  &  Sawin,  new  wooden,  twenty- 
six  horses,  Winchester  street,  foot  of  Williams, 
Ward  5. 

To  Ike  Committee  on  Patting.  Epaininondas 
Wilson, for  rehearing  for  damages  on  the  grading 
of  Enfield  and  Hazel  streets. 

William  fi.  Clark,  for  leave  to  run  his  steam 
motor  in  the  streets  of  this  city. 

T.  W.  Bailey  &  Son  et  al.,  for  flagging  cross- 
walk across  Haymarket  square  from  Washington 
street  to  Cnarlestown  streer. 

T.  C.  Brown,  for  plank  walk  on  Beacon  street, 
near  Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  Brighton. 

Jane  Wood,  for  brick   sidewalk  on  Bainbridge 

X.  T.  Robinson  el  al.,  that  Dorchester  avenue, 
between  Savin  Hill  avenue  and  Field's  Corner,  be 
put  in  proper  condition  for  public  travel. 

N.  T.  Robinson  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  a  por- 
tion of  the  expense  of  sprinkling  Dorchester 
avenue. 

Maurice  Sheeban  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  a 
portion  of  the  expense  of  sprinkling  Commercial 
street,  Ward  24. 

Adoniram  Curtis,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  this  city. 

Oliver  Hall  &  Son  et  al.,  that  the  city  would 
defray  a  portion  of  the  expense  of  sprinkling 
Adams  street,  Ward  24. 


G.  H.  Gustin  etal.,  for  a  plank  walk  in  Centre 
avenue,  from  Centre  street  to  Dorchester  square. 

John  W.  Robertson  et  al.,  for  edgestones  and 
brick  sidewalks  at  337-341  Chelsea  street. 

Bogman  &  Vinal,  to  make  alterations  in  the 
cellarway  of  premises  7  Dock  square. 

J.  B.  Thomas,  for  leave  to  construct  a  driveway 
on  Granite  street  to  Standard  Sugar  Refinery. 

HEARINGS  ON  PETITIONS   FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

Hearings  were  had,  in  accordance  with  orders 
of  notice  returnable  this  day,  on  the  following  pe- 
titions for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  engine: 
Knott  Refrigerating  Company,  at  95  Fulton  street, 
and  Union  Carpet  Lining  Company,  at  84  and  86 
Lenox  street.  No  objections.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Steam  Engines. 

MIDDLESEX   RAILROAD. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  petition  of  the  Middle- 
sex Railroad  Company,  for  extension  of  tracks 
on  Bunker  Hill  street.  No  objections.  Recom- 
mitted to  Committee  on  Paving. 

PAPERS   FROM  THE  COMMON     COUNCIL. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  remonstrance  of 
Henry  W.  Beckwith  et  al.  against  the  election  of 
Gideon  Walker.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Streets  in  favor  of  the 
extension  of  Harrison  avenue  to  Bedford  street, 
and  of  D  street  to  Dorchester  avenue.  Referred 
to  Finance  Committee  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  report 
an  ordinance  forbidding  the  Auditor  to  pass  any 
bills  without  the  approval  of  the  City  Architect, 
when  such  bills  are  to  be  paid  from  appropria- 
tions based  on  his  estimates.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Sixth  report  of  Committee  on  Legislative  Mat- 
ters (City  Doc.  No.  40).    Placed  on  file. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  execute  a  lease  of  prem- 
ises Nos.   3    and  5    on   Water  street,  to  Henry  B. 
Thayer,  for  three  years  from  March  1,  1881,   at  a 
rent  of  $2000  per  annum.    Passed  In  concurrence. 
First  Assistant  Assessors. 

A  certificate  came  up  of  the  election  of  W.  W. 
Dromey  and  John  J.  Murphy  as  First  Assistant 
Assessors,  in  place  of  Richard  J.  Fennelly  and 
William  A.  Wheeler. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Breck,  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot.  Committee— Aldermen  Breck, 
Flynn. 

Alderman  Flynn  said  he  had  been  requested  by 
Mr.  Fennelly  to  withdraw  his  name. 

Whole  uumber  of  ballots 12 

Necessaryfor  a  choice 7 

W.  W.  Dromey  had  4 

John  J.  Murphy 6 

William  A.  Wheeler 7 

Gideon  Walker 7 

Messrs.  Wheeler  and  Walker  were  elected  in 
non-concurrence.    Sent  down. 

jy'ire  Department  Repair  Shop. 

A  report  and  order  came  up  to  provide  a  site 
for  new  repair  shop  of  the  Fire  Department  on 
East  Newton  street,  between  Harrison  avenue 
and  Albany  street. 

Alderman  Viles  presented  a  petition  from  A.  A. 
Ranney  and  others,  owners  and  residents  of 
houses  on  East  Newton  street,  remonstrating 
against  the  location  of  the  Fire  Department  re- 
pair shop  on  said  street.  The  street  was  laid  out 
in  lots  for  dwelling  houses,  and  sold  on  condition 
that  the  houses  erected  thereon  should  be  used 
for  dwellings  and  no  other  purposes,  and  the  lots 
were  bought  with  that  understanding;  and  they 
ask  for  a  bearing  in  said  matter. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Viles  the  order  was  laid 
on  the  table  and  the  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries. 

A  certificate  came  up  of  the  election  ot  P.  F. 
Griffin  and  Martin  M.  Hancock  as  Directors  of 
East  Boston  Ferries. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley,  the  Board 
proceeded  to  an  election. 

Committee— Aldermen  Woolley  and  Viles. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Necessarv  for  a  choice 7 

Patrick'F.  Griffin  had 11 

Edward  Pearl 12 

Martin  M.  Hancock 1 

Mr.  Griffin  was  elected  in  concurrence,   and  Mr. 
Pearl  in  non-concurrence.    Sent  down. 
Watering  the  Streets. 

An  order  came  up  for  Committee  on  Health 
consider  the  expediency  of  the  city  making 
tracts  for  sprinkling  streets  in  this  city. 
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Alderman  Caldwell  thought  the  Board  could 
settle  the  question  now.  The  expense  of  the  pro- 
posed system  would  be  very  large,  necessitating 
the  purchase  of  a  large  number  of  teams,  and  an 
expenditure  of  some  $300,000. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

ADDITIONAL  APPROPRIATION    FOR    PAVING. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  re- 
questing an  additional  appropriation  of  $21,400 
lor  the  present  financial  year,  would  respectfully 
report  that  inasmuch  as  the  amount  asked  for  is 
priucipally  to  pay  laborers,  they  feel  reluctantly 
compelled  to  report  the  accompanying  order 
granting  the  request;  but  they  feel  it  their  duty 
to  enter  their  protest  against  the  action 
of  the  Committee  on  Paving  in  making  ex- 
penditures beyond  their  appropriation,  that  it 
may  not  be  made  a  precedent  for  other  depart- 
ments of  the  Government  to  do  likewise  here- 
after. For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving  De- 
partment the  sum  of  $21,400. 

Order  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

CLOSING  OF  THE  ACCOUNTS. 

The  chairman  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Finance  respectfully  report 
the  accompanying  annual  order  for  the  closing 
of  the  accounts  lor  the  present  financial  year. 
For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be,  and 
he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  make  all  such  trans- 
fers of  appropriations  as  may  be  necessary  in 
closing  the  busiuess  of  the  financial  year  which 
terminates  April  30, 1881,  all  such  transfers  to  be 
reported  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  for  ratifi- 
cation and  approval. 

Order  passed— yeas  12,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

CITY  ENGINEER'S  DEPARTMENT. 

The  annual  report  of  the  City  Engineer  for  1880 
(City  Doc.  25)  was  received  and  sent  down. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  engineering  ex- 
penses from  Jan.  1, 1880,  to  Jan.  1,  1881: 
Amount  expended  from  department  appro- 
priation for  1879-80 $6,765.54 

Amount  expended  from  department  appro- 
priation for  1880-81 19,276.23 

Total  expended  from  department  appro- 
priations   826,041 .77 

Amount  expended  from  special  and  other 
appropriations 2,074.60 

Total 828,116.37 

Condition  of  department  appropriation: 

Amount  of  appropriation  for  financial  year 
1880-81 ." 826,000  00 

Amount  expended  to  Jan.  1, 1881 19,276.23 

Unexpended  balance,  Jan.  1, 1881 86,723,77 

From  special  and  other  appropriations: 

New  main  Cochituate  Water  Works. 
Pay-rolls 8807.50 

Chelsea  Bridge. 
Pay-rolls  and  incidentals 575.50 

Broadway  extension. 
Payrolls  and  incidentals 691 .60 

Total  82,074.60 

Classification  of  Expenses. 
Salaries     ot      City     Engineer,    assistants, 
draughtsmen,  transitraen,  levellers,  rod- 
men,  etc 823,411.74 

Engineering  instruments    and    repairs    of 

same 144.35 

Drawing  paper  and  materials 245.30 

Stationery  and  printing  stock 187.32 

Reference  books,  maps,  photographs  and 

frames 218.36 

Printing  and  binding 74.46 

Travelling  expenses,  including  horse  keen- 
ing, etc  645.18 

Horse  and  new  carriage 592.50 

Incidental  expenses  and  small  supplies 303.41 

■"Blue  Process"  printing  and  materials 132.65 

Committee  expenses 86.50 

Total 826,041.77 

The  number  of  persons  employed  and  paid  from 
the  department  appropriation  was,  on  the  first  of 
January,  1880  (including  the  City  Engineer),  18. 
The  present  number  is  22. 


SURVEY  AND  INSPECTION   OF  BUILDINGS. 
The  annual  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings 

for  1880  (City  Doc.  28)  was  received  and  sent  down. 

The  following  shows  the  operations  of  the  deDart- 

ment  in  detail,  and  a  comparative  statement  trom 

its  organization  up  to  date: 

The  number  of  brick,  stone  and  iron  build- 
ings for  wliich  permits  have  been  issued 
during  the  year 309 

The  number  ot  wooden  buildings  for  which 
permits  have  been  issued  during  the  year.  494 

The  number  of  sheds  situated  upon  wharves 
within  the  building  limits  of  tne  city  for 
which  permits  have  been  issued 9 

The  number  of  buildings  for  which  permits 
have  been  Issued  to  have  additions  built 
to  tbem,  01  to  have  alterations  and  repairs 
made  upon  them 2,294 

The  number  of  steam-boilers,  engines,  etc., 
for  which  permits  have  been  issued  to 
set 203 

The  number  of  ovens,  ranges,  et°..,  for 
which  permits  have  been  issued  to  build. .  34 

The  number  of  kilns,  kettles,  etc.,  for 
which  permits  have  been  issued  to  build..  40 

The  number  of  furnaces,  etc.,  for  which 
permits  have  been  issued  to  build 82 

The  number  of  notices  received  of  inten- 
tions to  put  In  beating  apparatus 470 

The  number  of  lanterns,  street  signs,  and 
transparencies  examined 21 

The  number  of  public  balls  examined  with 
reference  to  granting  a  license  to  occupy 
the  same 1 

The  number  of  buildings  upon  which  re- 
ports have  been  made  with  reference  to- 
tire-escapes  and  means  of  egress 551 

The  number  of  buildings  examined  that 
were  damaged  by  fire 352 

The  number  of  elevators  and  hoistways 
examined 96 

The  number  of  permits  issued  to  occupy 
streets  for  building  purposes 1284 

The  number  of  buildings,  walls,  etc.,  re- 
ported to  be  man  unsafe  condition 153 

Tne  number  of  chimneys  reported  unsafe..  249 

The  number  of  defective  flues 25 

The  number  of  unsafe  heating  apparatus.. .  88 

The  number  of  buildings  reported  as  being 
deficient  iu  means  of  egress  and  fire- 
escapes 115 

The  number  of  violations  reported 507 

The  number  of  cases  referred  to  the  City 
Solicitor 9 

The  number  of  brick  buildings  completed 
during  year 159 

The  number  of  wooden  and  frame  buildings 
completed 273 

The  number  of  buildings  upon  which  addi- 
tions, alterations  and  repairs  have  been 
completed  during  the  year 2,198 

The  number  ot  steam  boilers,  engines,  etc., 
set,  and  furnaces,  ovens,  ranges,  etc., 
built 310 

The  number  of  heating  apparatus  set 472 

The  number  of  examinations  that  have 
beeumade 17,251 

The  number  of  notices  issued 861 

Estimated  cost  of  completed  brick  build- 
ings  81,490100 

Estimated  cost  of  completed  wooden  and 
frame  buildings 8474,752 

Estimated  cost  of  completed  additions,  al- 
terations and  repairs." 81,327,230 

The  estimated  cost  of  setting  steam  boilers, 
engines,  etc.,  building  furnaces,  ovens, 
ranges,  etc ~. 202,188 

The  estimated  cost  of  setting  heating  ap- 
paratus          85,674 

The  estimated  cost  of  securing  unsafe  build- 
ings, walls,  etc 10.997 

The  estimated  cost  of  protecting  elevator 
andhoistway  openings 290 

The  estimated  cost  of  securing  dangerous 
chimneys 4,020 

The  estimated  eostof  providing  tire-escapes 
and  additional  means  ot  egress 4.182 

The  estimated  amount  of  damage  to  build- 
ings by  fire  is 157.907 

SAFEGUARDS  AGAINST  FIRE. 

Alderman  Hersey  offered  the  following: 

An  Ordinance 
In  Relation  to  Safeguards  against  Fire,  Etc. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Sect.l.  The  Chief  Engineer  and  the  Assistant  En- 
gineers appointed  by  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners shall  have  authority,  under  the  direction 
of  said  commissioners,  to  inquire  for  and  examine 
into  all  shops.buildings  or  other  places  where  shav- 
ings or  other  combustible  materials  are  collected 
or  deposited,  and  report  to  said  commission- 
ers from  time  to  time  the  condition  in  this 
respect  of  the  district  to  which  they  are 
assigned,  and  whenever  in  the  opinion 
of  the  said  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  the 
same  may  endanger  the  security  of  the  city  from 
fire,  the  said  board  shall  direct  the  owner,  tenant 
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or  occupant  of  such  shop,  building  or  other 
places,  to  remove  such  shavings  or  other  combus- 
tible materials,  and  to  adopt  such  suitable  safe- 
guards against  tire  as  said  board  may  deem  ex- 
pedient; and  in  case  such  owner,  tenant  or  occu- 
pant neglects  or  refuses  so  to  do,  such  owner, 
tenant  or  occupant  shall  tie  liable  to  a  penalty  of 
not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars  for 
such  neglect  or  refusal. 

Alderman  Hersey— About  two  years  ago,  when 
the  tire  ordinances  were  under  revision,  this  ordi- 
nance was  overlooked  and  not  reported.  The 
Fire  Commissioners  have  been  exercising  this 
power  without  authority  of  law,  and  if  any  parties 
desire  not  to  comply  with  their  mandates  there 
is  no  power  to  compel  them  to  do  so.  This  is 
merelv  the  reenactment  of  an  old  ordinance. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hersey,  the  ordinance 
was  read  a  second  time  and  passed.  Sent  down. 
THE  PROPOSAL  OK  JOHN  KEARDOX. 

Alderman  Breek  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  John  Rear- 
don,  offering  to  take  care  of  the  public  grounds 
ot  this  city  tor  the  sum  of  830,000  per  annum, 
having  considered  the  subject,  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report:  The  subject  is  not  a 
Dew  ODe,  hut  has  been  before  preceding  City 
Councils,  and  similar  propositions  have  been  con- 
sidered by  committees  in  pievious  years.  It  is 
deserving  of  careful  consideration,  for  if 
the  public  grounds  can  be  taken  care 
of  in  the  style  which  the  public  de- 
mand for  $30,000,  the  appropriations  which 
have  hitherto  been  granted  are  unnecessarily 
large.  Your  committee,  however,  after  giving 
the  matter  careful  consideration,  are  of  the  opin- 
ion that  Mr.  Reardon's  proposition  was  made 
without  due  appreciation  of  the  requirements  of 
the  department,  and  that,  if  accepted,  the 
grounds  would  not  be  kept  up  to  the  proper 
standard.  The  memorialist  was  given  a  hearing 
in  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  City  Council. 
The  hearing  was  not  a  public  one,  as  Mr.  Rear- 
don  was  ueither  on  trial  nor  in  pursuit  of  any 
rights  ot  which  he  had  been  deprived,  and  as 
there  were  no  legal  questions  in  volved,the  commit- 
tee deemed  it  best  that  he  should  make  a  personal 
Statement,  and  not  submit  bis  case  through  coun- 
sel, on  carefully  examining  Mr.  Reardon's  writ- 
ten proposal  and  comparing  it  with  the  work 
iy  to  lie  done,  and  which  has  been  done 
in  past  years,  it  is  apparent  that  the  proposition 
does  not  cover  the  wnole  work  of  the  depart- 
ment, but  that  there  would  be  many  things  left 
for  the  city  to  do.  For  example,  a  salaried  super- 
intendent would  still  have  to  be  employed  to  see 
that  the  contract  was  faithfully  carried  out,  and 
tlie  expense  of  water  rates,  watering  streets  and 
other  items  not  included  in  the  proposal,  would 
have  to  be  borne  by  the  city.  In  addition  to  this 
there  are  many  things  which  the  public 
ask  lor  during  the  summer  months  that  are 
not  contemplated  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
and  which  could  not  be  included  in  any  confaet. 
Again,  Mi.  Reardon  expects  that  all  tools  and 
machinery  in  use  in  the  department  are  to  be 
placed  at  his  disposal;  and,  while  he  offers  to 
keep  the  same  in  repair  and  to  return  them  in 
good  condition,  he  makes  no  estimate  of  the  cost 
ol  doing  so.  He  further  asks  for  the  use  of 
the  tropical  plants  which  are  used  to  orna- 
ment the  grounds,  most  of  which  are  the  private 
property  of  the  Superintendent,  who  loans  them 
to  the  city.  The  list  of  plants  wiiich  Mr.  Reardou 
es  to  furnish  has  been  submitted  to 
competent  gardeners,  who  report  that  many 
of  them  are  cheap  varieties  and  unfit  for 
the  purpose.  The  prices  of  materials,  such  as 
sods,  loam,  gravel,  plants,  etc.,  do  not  differ  from 
those  paid  by  your  committee,  and  the  quantities 
thereof  are  practically  the  same,  and,  as  the  sup- 
pi)  ing  of  such  material  is  open  to  public  compe- 
tition, it  does  not  appear  that  there  would  be  any 
saving  in  this  direction  under  Mr.  Reardon's  pro- 
tVbile  it  appears  that  the  prices  and  quan- 
tities id  materials  and  supplies  now  furnished, 
and  which  Mr.  Reardou  proposes  to  furnish,  do 
not  differ  to  any  great  extent,  there  is  a  great 
difference  in  the  item  of  labor.  The  ex- 
perience of  the  committee  leads  them  to  be- 
lieve that  the  necessary  work  cannot  be  done  with 
the  number  of  men  that  Mr.  Reardon  proposes  to 
furnish.  It  will  also  be  noticed  that  the  differ- 
ence between  the  amount  paid  for  labor  and  the 
amount  which  Mr.  Reardon  proposes  to  pay, 
added  to  the  other  items  of  expense   not  covered 


by  his  proposition,  very  nearly  equals  the  differ- 
ence between  the  total  sum  of  his  proposal  and 
the  amount  of  the  annual  appropriation  for  the 
department.  Without  eotng  into  tbe  question  of 
whether,  if  it  is  desirable  to  do  work  of 
this  nature  by  contract,  it  should  not 
be  open  to  public  competition,  your  com- 
mittee believe  that,  owing  to  the  number- 
less details  involved,  It  would  be  impossible  to 
frame  a  contract  which  would  cover  all  necessary 
points,  and  the  performance  of  which  could  be 
properly  supervised.  For  these  and  other  rea- 
sons, your  committee  respectfully  recommend 
that  the  memorialist  have  leave  to  withdraw. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Hi'gh  O'Brien, 
Chas.  H.  B.  Breck. 
Cyrcs  S.  Haldemas. 
Henry  Park man. 
Cornelius  F.  Doherty. 
David  J.  Barry. 
Thomas  H.  Devlin. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

jury  list. 
The  following  was  received : 

Board  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  l 
Boston,  March  14, 1881.     ) 
To  the  Board  of  Aldermen — The  accompanying 
list  of  jurors,  qualified  to  serve  in  the  several 
courts  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  having  been  com- 
piled by  the   Board  of  Registry  of   voters  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  chapter  207  of  the 
acts  of  1876,  and  having  been   posted  for  more 
than  ten  days  in   the  court  house  and  City  Hall, 
is  herewith  transmitted  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men for  revision  and  acceptance. 
Respectfully, 

Joseph  "M.  Wigbtman,  ChairmaD. 
Alderman   Caldwell   moved  the  list  be  adopted. 
On  motion   of  Alderman  Tucker,  the  name  of 
Walter  Farnsworth  of  Ward  20  was  stricken  from 
the  list,  he  being  dead. 
The  list,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

THE     FROST      VS.     FLYNN      AND      HALDEMAN      CON- 
TESTED    ELECTION     CASE. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following: 
Majority  Report. 
City  of  Boston,  l 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  March  14,  1881.  ) 

The  undersigned,  a  majority  of  the  special  com- 
mittee of  this  Board,  who  were  appointed  under 
an  order  passed  Feb.  7,  "to  investigate  and  report 
upon  the  matter  of  the  claim  of  William  Frost  to 
a  seat  in  this  Board,"  aDd  who, by  an  orderpassed 
on  the  same  date,  were  also  directed  "to  consider 
how  many  of  the  ballots  alleged  to  have  been  cast 
in  Precinct  3  of  Ward  13,  and  not  found  after  they 
had  been  duly  deposited,  ought  to  be  credited  te 
the  candidates  for  Aldermen  named  thereon,"  hav- 
ing atteuded  to  the  duties  imposed  upon  them, 
respectfully 

Report 

That,  in  complyiug  with  said  orders,  they  have 
counted  all  the  ballots  which  were  contained  in 
the  boxes  in  the  possession  of  the  City  Clerk,  and 
which  were  cast  for  George  S.  Dexter,  James  J. 
Flynn,  William  Frost,  Cyrus  S.  Haldeman  and 
John  Thompson  as  candidates  for  Aldermen  at 
the  election  held  in  December  last,  and  herewith 
submit  a  statement  in  detail  of  the  result  iu  con- 
nection with  detailed  statements  of  the  election 
officers'  returns,  and  the  count  as  made  by  the 
special  committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of 
1880,— the  election  officers'  returns  being  designa- 
ted W,— the  count  of  last  year  R  1,— and  the  re- 
count of  this  committee,  R  2. 

From  the  recount  as  made  by  this  committee  it 
appears  that  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  as 
aforesaid  for  said  candidates  was  as  follows: 

J».me«  J.  l'iynn  had 20,435  votes. 

John  Thompson  had 20,586      " 

George  S.  Dexter  had 20,624     " 

William  FroBt  had 20.635      " 

Cyrus  S.  Haldeman  bad 20,704     " 

and  that 

James  J.  Flynn  loses  from  Ward  returns       360      " 
loses  from  former  count       277      " 
John  Thompson  luses  from  Ward  returns       155 
pains  from  former  count        125 
Geo.  S.  Dexter  loses  from  Ward  returns       107      " 

gains  from  former  count  55 
William  Frestloses  from  Ward  returns..       16G     V 
gains  from  former  count       177      " 
Cyrus  S.  Haldeman  loses  from  Ward  re- 
turns         197      i' 

gains  from  former  count  82      " 
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In  considering  the  matter  of  "how  many  of  the 
ballots  alleged  to  have  been  cast  in  Precinct  3  of 
Ward  13,  and  not  found,  after  they  had  neen  duly 
deposited,  ought  to  be  credited  to  the  candidates 
for  Aldermen  named  thereon,"  they  would  state 
that,  bv  the  courtesy  of  the  special  committee  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  election 
in  said  precinct,  they  have  been  furnished  with 
copies  of  the  testimony  given  before  said  com- 
mittee, and  have  also  taken  certain  testimony 
which  appears  as  an  appendix  to  this  report. 
They  have  also  counted  the  ballots  which  were 
found  in  the  barber's  shop  and  those  found  in  the 
teacher's  table  in  the  polling  place,  and  find  the 
results  to  be  as  follows:  The  whole  number  of 
ballots  found  in  the  barbers  shop  was  166:  of 
these,  James  J.  Flynn  had  150,  Cyrus  8.  Halde- 
man  had  149,  William  Frost  13,  George  S.  Dexter 
14,  and  John  Thompson  14. 

The  whole  number  of  those  found  in  the  teach- 
er's table  was  eighteen,  all  of  which  were  for 
James  J.  Flynn  and  Cyrus  S.  Haldeman — and  for 
no  others  of  the  said  candidates.  After  a  careful 
consideration  of  the  testimony  before  them  they 
are  of  the  opinion  that  none  of  said  votes  should 
be  allowed,  for  various  reasons,  among  which 
may  be  mentioned :  First — The  weight  of  evidence 
given  by  the  election  officers  is  such  as  to  utterly 
discredit  the  return  made  by  them  so  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  the  number  of  votes  actually  cast.  Sec- 
ond—In relation  to  the  number  of  the  ballots 
which  were  carried  to  the  barber's  shop  of  Mr. 
O'Brien,  and  alleged  to  have  been  a  por- 
tion of  those  cast  at  said  election,  there 
is '  very  conflicting  testimony.  It  is  also 
acknowledged  that  they  have  been  in  the  pos- 
session of,  and  handled  by,  various  persons,  and 
there  is  no  certainty  that,  if  they  were  legally 
cast,  they  are  now  in  the  same  condition  as  when 
cast.  Third— It  is  admitted  by  Mr.  O'Brien  that 
he  had  in  his  possession  other  ballots  similar  to 
those  cast  at  said  election.  Fourth — In  relation 
to  the  votes  alleged  to  have  been  found  in  the 
teacher's  table  it  is  very  doubtful  if  they  were 
ever  legally  east. 

These,  among  other  reasons,  influence  your 
committee  in  recommending  the  rejection  of  all 
votes  alleged  to  have  been  cast  in  said  precinct 
which  were  not  found  in  the  box  sent  by  the  elec- 
tion officers  to  the  City  Clerk.  While  recommend- 
ing the  rejection  of  such  votes,  and  thus  setting 
aside  the  return  of  the  election  officers,  they 
would  state  that  as  there  appears  to  be  no  doubt 
that  the  ballots  found  in  the  envelope  received  by 
the  City  Clerk  were  legally  cast,  it  is  their  opinion 
that  the  several  candidates  should  be  credited 
with  the  number  of  votes  to  which  it  appears  by 
said  ballots  they  are  entitled. 

In  conclusion,  they  recommend  that  the  num- 
ber of  votes  as  found  for  the  several  candidates 
herein  named  in  the  several  envelopes  received 
by  the  City  Clerk  from  the  election  qffieers,  and 
counted  by  this  committee,  shall  stand  as  the 
true  returns  of  the  election  held  in  December 
last,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  said  candidates, 
relieving  that  by  such  action  a  just  effect  will  be 
given  to  the  will  of  the  voters  of  this  city  as  ex- 
pressed at  said  election. 

is  it  will  appear  from  such  action  that  William 
Frost  received  a  larger  number  of  votes  at  said 
election  than  was  received  by  James  J.  Flynn, 
and  that  thereby  said  Frost  was  duly  elected  a 
member  of  this  Board,  the  following  resolve  is 
submitted. 

Joseph  Caldwell. 
Chas.  V.  Whitten. 
Chas.  H.  B.  Breok. 
J.  A.  Tucker. 

Whereas,  From  an  examination  of  the  ballots 
cast  at  the  last  municipal  election  it  appears  that 
William  Frost  received  more  votes  than  were  cast 
jfor  James  J.  Flynn,  it  is  therefore 

Resolved,  That  said  William  Frost  be  and  he 
hereby  is  declared  to  be  entitled  to  the  seat  in 
this  Board  now  occupied  by  said  James  J.  Flynn. 

Minority  Report. 

City  of  Boston,  / 
In  Board  of  Aldermen,  March  14, 1881.  ) 
The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  special  com- 
miltee  appointed  to  consider  "the  claim  of  Wil- 
liam Frost  to  a  seat  in  this  Board,"  and  to  con- 
sider also  "how  many  of  the  ballots  alleged  to 
have  been  cast  in  precinct  3  of  Ward  13,  and  not 
found  after  they  had  been  duly  deposited,  ought 
to  be  credited  to  the  candidates  named  thereon," 
agrees  with  the  majority  of  the  committee  in 
finding  the  total  number  of  the  ballots  in  the 


boxes,  as  returned  by  the  election  officers  to  the 
City  Clerk  and  as  counted  by  the  said  committee, 
to  be  as  follows: 

Cjrus  S.  Haldeman  had 20,704  votes 

William  Frost 20,635      " 

George  S.  Dexter 20,624     " 

John  Thompson 20,585 

James  J.  Flynn 20,435     " 

He  cannot,  however,  arrive  at  the  same  conclu- 
sions as  the  majority  of  the  committee  in  regard 
to  the  votes  cast  or  alleged  to  have  been  case  in 
Precinct  3  of  Ward  13.  In  the  absence  from  the 
box  of  a  large  number  of  the  ballots  alleged  to 
have  been  cast,  he  would  be  willing  to  accept  the 
return  of  the  election  officers  as  the  true  result  of 
the  balloting,  if  substantiated  by  satisfactory 
evidence.  But1  iuasmuch  as  the  return  bears 
upon  its  face  proof  of  its  inaccuracy,  and  of  the 
gross  carelessness  or  incompetency  of  the 
persons  by  whom  it  was  made,  in  the 
fact  that  the  number  of  votes  credited 
to  three  of  the  candidates  for  Aldermen 
whose  names  were  upon  nearly  all  the  ballots 
cast  at  said  election  varies  but  a  trifle  from  the 
number  credited  to  those  whose  names  were  upon 
the  Democratic  ticket  alone,  also  that  the  candi- 
dates on  the  Republican  ticket  excepting  the 
three  above  mentioned  were  all  credited  with  the 
same  number  of  votes,  while  it  appears  from  the 
ballots  that  there  was  considerable  "scratching" 
and  "pasting"  in  said  precinct — and  by  the  re- 
turn it  appears  that  539  ballots  were  cast  for 
Mayor,  as  against  449  names  checked  on  the  lists, 
and  an  apparently  clear  and  mutual  understand- 
ing among  the  election  officers  that  the  number 
of  ballots  cast  did  not  exceed  459,  and  further  by 
the  statements  of  the  election  officers,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Clerk,  that  thejrfsigned  the  re- 
turn without  reading  or  knowing  its  contents— in 
brief — it  being  clearly  apparent  that  there  was 
grave  irregularity  in  the  opening  of  the  polls,  in 
the  election  of  election  officers,  in  the  omission 
of  the  announcement  of  the  result  of  the  ballot- 
ing (excepting  for  Councilmen),  when  the  count- 
ing was  completed,  as  required  by  law,  and  in  the 
general  conduce  of  the  election — he  is  forced  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  return  ought  not  to  be 
accepted  as  correct  or  reliable  evidence  of  the 
result  of  the  balloting  in  said  precinct,  and 
should  therefore  be  rejected.  He  is  also  of  the 
opinion  that  the  ballots  alleged  to  have  been 
found  by  the  janitor  in  the  polling  place,  and 
which  were  afterwards  produced  by  Mr.  George 
O'Briec,  and  which  it  has  been  shown  have 
passed  into  the  possession  of  aud  been  handled 
and  examined  by  many  persons,  together  with 
those  found  in  the  drawer  of  the  table  in 
the  polling  place,  ought  not  to  be  accepted 
and  counted  for  the  candidates  named  thereon, 
there  being  no  satisfactory  proof  that,  if  they 
were  legally  cast,  they  are  now  in  the  same  con- 
dition as  when  cast,  either  as  regards  number  or 
character.  He  believes  that  in  accepting  these 
ballots  a  precedent  would  be  established  that 
would  leave  wide  open  the  door  to  admit  fraud  in 
the  future  and  reuder  nugatory  those  precautions 
that  have  been  provided  by  the  Statutes  for  safe- 
ly transmitting  in  sealed  boxes  the  ballots  cast  at 
an  election. 

He  is  also  of  the  opinion  that  as  the  ballots 
found  in  the  box  are'manifestly  not  all  of  the 
ballots  cast,  and  presumably  not  a  fair  average 
of  the  number  of  votes  as  cast  for  the 
several  candidates  voted  for,  and  also  in 
view  of  the  manifestly  gross  irregularities 
in  said  precinct  previously  alluded  to, 
and  which  more  fully  appear  by  the  testimony  of 
the  election  officers  and  others  concerned,  they 
should  not  and  cannot  be  accepted  and  allowed 
to  stand  as  the  true  result  of  the  balloting  in  said 
precinct.  He  is,  therefore,  of  the  opinion  that 
the  entire  vote  of  said  precinct  as  cast  for  Alder- 
men should  be  rejected,and  while  regretting  that 
his  conclusions,  if  carried  out,  will  deprive  the 
voters  of  that  precinct  of  a  voice  in  said  election, 
still,  if  they  allow  incompetent  or  dishonest  per- 
sons to  control  their  affairs,  it  is  but  a  just  penal- 
ty for  their  own  acts.  In  rejecting  the  votes  of 
said  precinct  for  Aldermen,  the  votes  as  returned 
to  the  City  Clerk  and  as  counted  by  your  commit- 
tee will  stand  as  follows: 

WillUm  Frost 20.582 

George  S.  Dexter 20,567 

Cyrus  S.  Haldeman 20.496 

John  Thompson 20,535 

James  J.  Flynn 20,221 

And  the  undersigned  respectfully  recommends 
that  said  figures  for  said  candidates  be  declared 
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to  stand  as  the  true  returns  of  the  number  of 
votes  cast  at  the  last  municipal  election.  If  said 
figures  shall  be  declared  to  stand  as  the  true  re- 
turns, it  appears  that  William  Frost  and  George 
S.  Dexter,  having  each  a  larger  number  of  votes 
than  Cyrus  S.  Haldeman  and  James  J.  Flynn.  are 
respectively  entitled  to  the  seats  in  this  Board 
now  occupied  by  said  Haldeman  and  Flynn,  and 
the  following  resolution  is  therefore  submitted. 
Chas.  H.  Hersey. 

Whereas,  It  appears  that,  at  the  last  munici- 
pal election,  William  Frost  and  George  S.  Dex- 
ter each  received  a  larger  number  of  votes  for 
Aldermen  than  were  cast  for  Cyrus  S.  Haldeman 
and  James  J.  Flynn,  it  is  therefore 

Resolved,  That  said  William  Frost  and  George 
S.  Dexter  are  hereby  declared  to  he  entitled  re- 
spectively to  the  seats  in  this  Board  now  occu- 
pied by  said  Cyrus  S.  Haldeman  and  James  J, 
Flynn. 

Second  Minority  Report. 

The  undersigned  cannot  suoscrite  to  the  count 
reported  by  the  majority  of  the  committee,  be- 
cause it  does  not  state  all  the  facts.  The  recount 
was  completed  on  Wednesday  evening  last,  the 
10th  inst.,  and  given  to  the  press  in  good  faith  as 
a  true  recount  of  the  ballots  found  for  Messrs. 
Frost,  Flynn,  Haldeman,  Dexter  and  Thompson. 
This  recount  was  agreed  to  by  all  the  members  of 
the  committee  as  a  completed  work.  When  it 
was  made  public  on  Thursday  morning,  it  led  to 
more  or  less  unfavorable  criticism,  and  it  was 
stated  that  in  Ward  25.  Precinct  2,  a  decided  mis- 
take was  made.  On  Friday  afternoon  the  com- 
mittee met,  Alderman  O'Brien  being  unavoidably 
absent,  and  this  precinct  was  again  counted  with 
the  following  result: 

Count.  Revision. 

Frost 173  172 

Flynn 121  130 

Halde  man 107  115 

It  will  he  seen  that  after  the  count  was  com- 
pleted on  Wednesday,  the  boxes  sealed  and  again 
put  in  the  possession  of  the  City  Clerk,  the  seal 
of  Precinct  2,  Ward  25,  was  again  broken,  the 
work  revised,  and  Frost  was  found  to  have  one 
vote  less  than  was  given  him  on  the  recount. 
Flynn  gained  nine  votes  and  Haldeman  gained 
eight  votes.  While  believing  in  the  good  faith  of 
the  committee,  and  that  it  was  their  earoest  de- 
sire to  give  to  every  one  all  the  votes  they  were 
entitled  to,  I  believe  that  it  is  important  that 
the  number  of  times  the  ballot  boxes  were  opened 
and  sealed  should  be  distinctly  stated.  Another 
ballot  box  in  Precinct  4,  Ward  14,  was  opened  and 
counted  at  a  previous  meeting,  but  the  count  not 
agreeing,  and  the  hour  for  adjournment  having 
arrived,  the  ballots  were  returned  to  the  box,  the 
box  sealed,  and  a£ain  opened  and  counted  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  committee. 

The  fact,  however,  stands  on  record  that  after 
our  count  was  completed  and  the  boxes  sealed, 
one  precinct  was  again  opened,  and  it  was  found 
that  no  cne  ot  the  three  Aldermen's  votes  were 
counted  correctly,  and  in  the  count  of  two  Al- 
dermen a  very  decided  mistake  was  made,  which 
If  repeated  in  a  few  of  the  other  precincts,  would 
completely  reverse  the  recount  ot  your  committee. 

Alter  counting  the  ballots  for  Messrs.  Frost, 
Haldeman,  Dexter,  Thompson  and  Flynn,  the 
committee  turned  their  attention  to  Precinct  3, 
Ward  13,  and  on  the  return  of  that  precinct  the 
following  opinion  was  obtained  from  the  City 
Solicitor: 

Bon.  John  P.  Healy,  City  Solicitor:  Dear  Sir — 
Alderman  O'Brien  directs  me  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing to  you,  and  to  request  a  reply  in  season 
to  submit  the  same  to  a  committee  which  meets 
tomorrow  afternoon  at  five  o'clock: 

At  the  last  municipal  election  the  officers  of 
Precinct  3,  Ward  13,  made  a  return  showing  that 
539  ballots  were  cast  in  that  precinct.  This  cor- 
responds very  closely  to  the  number  of  ballots 
which  were  cast  in  that  nrecinct  at  the  last  State 
election,  and  also  at  previous  elections. 

When  the  envelope  was  opened  for  a  recount  of 
votes  it  was  found  to  contain  only  274  ballots— 
that  is  to  say,  205  ballots  less  than  were  called  for 
by  the  return  of  the  ward  officers— showing  that 
about  one-halt  the  ballots  had  been  mislaid,  lost 
or  stolen  after  they  had  been  counted  and  the  re- 
turn made  up  and  signed  by  the  precinct  officers. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  number  of  ballots 
stated  by  the  precinct  officers  in  their  return, 
viz.,  539,  had  evidently  been  cast,  should  not  the 
return  of  said  officers  be  taken  as  the  true  return 
of  votes  cast  for  Aldermen  in  said  precinct,  not- 


withstanding the  fact  that  the  envelope  did  not 
contain  that  number  of  ballots? 

Very  respectfully  yours, 
William  H.  Lee,  Clerk  of  Committees. 

There  is  no  law  governing  the  question  here 
proposed.  Its  decision  rests  entirely  in  the  judg- 
ment and  discretion  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
They  will  give  just  the  weight  to  the  returns,  and 
to  all  other  facts,  which  they  think  they  ar6  enti- 
tled to,  and  there  can  be  no  appeal  from  their  de- 
cision. J.  P.  Healy,  City  Solicitor. 

It  was  clear  to  the  committee  that,  after  the 
count  ot  the  ward  officers,  nearly  one-half  of  the 
ballots  were  misplaced  or  lost,  and  this  fact  was 
not  known  until  the  ballot  boxes  were  opened  for 
a  recount.  What  became  of  the  ballots  is  still 
uncertain.  There  was  no  evidence  that  the  bal- 
lots had  been  stolen,  or  that  there  was  any  at- 
tempt at  fraud.  The  principal  fact  developed  in 
relation  to  them  is  that  they  found  their  way  to  a 
barber's  shop  in  the  neighborhood,  but  this  is  not 
certain.  The  ward  officers  affirm  that  all  the  bal- 
lots were  placed  in  the  ballot  boxes  and  the  boxes 
sealed  and  forwarded  to  the  City  Clerk,  but  upon 
opening  the  boxes  only  274  were  lound,  against 
539  returned  by  the  officers. 

It  is  also  in  evidence  that  eighteen  ballots  were 
found  in  a  drawer  in  a  table  in  the  voting  pre- 
cinct; that  some  of  the  ballots  found  in  the  bar- 
ber's shop  were  burned  or  destroyed;  that  they 
were  passed  around  among  numerous  people;  and 
that  the  balance  left  found  their  way  to  City  Hall, 
amounting  to  166  in  all.  These  ballots  may  have 
been  the  ballots  lost, or  a  portion  of  them,  but  the 
idea  of  taking  ballots  found  in  the  waste  basket 
of  a  barber's  shop  to  make  good  the  missing  bal- 
lots appears  to  us  extremely  ridiculous.  The 
same  remark  applies  to  tbe  ballots  found  in  a 
table  drawer  in  the  precinct,  and  the  ballots  said 
to  have  been  burned.  There  is  nothing,  it  appears 
to  me,  that  would  justify  your  committee  in  mak- 
ing barber's  shops,  drawers,  window  sills  and 
burnt  ballots  factors  to  decide  aldermanic  elec- 
tions, or  that  would  justify  the  majority  of  the 
committee  in  allowing  this  evidence  to  decide  tbe 
contest.  It  appears  to  me,  also,  where  a  majority 
of  the  committee  merely  take  the  ballots  actually 
found  in  the  ballot  boxes,  we  lose  sight  of  the 
most  important  matter  referred  to  us,  "the  miss- 
ing ballots  in  Ward  13,  Precinct  3."  There  is  no 
doubt  a  large  number  of  ballots  were  missing 
in  a  precinct  almost  exclusively  Democratic. 
There  is  no  even  balance  in  that  precinct.  In  all 
recent  elections  it  has  been  nearly  all  one  way, 
and  to  deprive  the  Aldermen  of  that  vote  when 
the  committee  have  a  perfect  right  to  judge  of  all 
the  facts,  looks  like  a  one-sided  affair.  It  would 
be  far  better  and  more  consistent  and  reasonable 
to  throw  the  precinct  out  altogether.  If  there 
was  any  attempt  at  fraud  in  that  precinct,  the 
ballots  returned  to  City  Hall  are  as  worthless  and 
unreliable  as  the  ballots  that  are  missing.  This 
I  consider  the  great  weakness  of  the  majority  re- 
port: they  completely  ignore  the  "missing  bal- 
lots," the  most  important  matter  relerred  to  the 
committee,  and  place  the  issue  on  the  ballots 
actually  found,  and  at  the  same  time  no  count 
made  agret-s  with  any  previous  count.  I  feet 
that  the  only  safe  ground  to  stand  upon  is — 

First — To  take  the  returns  of  the  ward  officers 
as  certified  by  tbe  clerk  and  other  officers;  or 

Second— The  rejection  of  the  vote  of  the  pre- 
cinct for  irregularity  and  fraud. 

The  vote  of  the  precinct,  as  returned  to  the  City 
Clerk,  stands  as  follows: 

Frost , 66 

Flynn 471 

Haldeman 472 

Thorn  pson 66 

Dexter 66 

This  return  was  signed  by  all  the  precinct 
officers. 

There  was  no  evidence  to  show  that  there  was 
any  excitement  about  the  aldermanic  vote,  or,  as 
previously  remarked,  that  there  was  any  attempt 
to  commit  fraud.  The  Warden,  Inspectors  and 
Clerk  were  inexperienced,  and  on  account  of  this 
inexperience  were  not  suitable  men  to  conduct 
an  election.  The  fact  that  so  large  a  number  of 
ballots  were  lost,  apparently  without  their 
knowledge,  shows  that  they  were  very  negligent 
in  taking  care  of  them.  By  some  unaccountable 
means,  the  ballots  disappeared.  Detectives  have 
failed  as  yet  to  make  clear  how  they  disappeared 
and  what  became  of  them. 

The  fact  that  the  names  checked  on 
the      voting     lists     do     not      correspond      by 
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some  eighty  votes  with  the  number  ac- 
tually returned  also  shows  the  carelessness 
01  the  officers,  one  of  whom  left  the  precinct  sev- 
eral times  and  leit  his  check  list  in  the  hands  of 
the  other  officer.  If  there  was  any  attempt  at 
fraud,  it  appears  to  me  that  this  discrepancy 
would  not  exist.  It  only  shows  great  careless- 
ness in  checking,  as  the  ward  officers  afterwards 
showed  great  carelessness  in  taking  care  of  the 
ballots  after  they  were  counted.  The  vote  of  the 
precinct  for  mayor  and  aldermen  as  returned  by 
the  ward  officers,  was  as  follows: 
Municipal  Election.  City  of  Boston.  Ward  No. 
13.  Precinct  No.  3. 
At  a  legal  meeting  of  the  qualified  voters  ot  the 
above  precinct  held  on  Tuesday,  the  fourteenth 
day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  an  eighty,  all 
the  ballots  given  in  for  the  following  officers, — 
viz.,  a  Mayor,  twelve  Aldermen,  eleven  members 
of  the  School  Committee,  three  members  of  the 
Common  Council, and  one  Street  Commissioner, — 
having  been  duly  sorted  and  counted,  were  re- 
corded and  declared  in  open  meeting  to  be  here- 
inafter set  forth. 

In  testimony  whereof  we,  the  Warden,  Clerk, 
and   Inspectors  of  said  precinct,  have  hereto  set 
our  hands  on  the  day  and  date  above  recited. 
Peter  J.  Mullen,  Warden. 
Daniel  F.  Mcdonough,  Jr.,  1  Tn<irip„tor, 
Humphrey  Dyer,  }  inspectors. 

Matthew  J.  Barron,  Clerk. 
For  Mayor. 

Frederick  O.  Prince  had 473 

Solomon  B.  Stebbins  "    66 

For  Aldermen. 

William  Woolley      had 473 

Joseph  Caldwell  "    473 

Hugh  O'Brien  "     473 

Benj.  F.  Anthonv       "     473 

Cyrus  S.  Haldeman     "    472 

James  J.  Flynn  "    471 

Andrew  J.  Hall  "    473 

Samuel  A.  B.Abbott  "    473 

Wm  H.  Whitmore       "     471 

Paul  H.  Kendricken  " 473 

Joseph  A.  Tucker       "     471 

Lucius  Slade  "     477 

ClintonViles  "    66 

Charles  H.  B.  Breck    "    66 

Charles  V.  Whltten    "     66 

Thomas  J.  Whldden  "    66 

Charles  H.  Hersey      "    66 

John  Thompson  "     66 

William  Frost  "     66 

George  S.  Dexter       "    66 

George  Cuitis  "    66 

The  Clerk  made  the  return,  and  some  of  the 
other  precinct  officers  said  they  signed  the  re- 
turn without  looking  at  it.  This  might  have  been 
done  through  ignorance,  as  they  appeared  to 
have  perfect  confidence  in  each  other,  but  we  are 
inclined  to  the  belief  that  these  officers  knew 
what  they  were  about — that  they  signed  the  origi- 
nal returns  in  good  faith,  and  any  other  state- 
ment now  is  inconsistent  with  the  duties  that 
they  had  sworn  to  perform  in  good  faith  on 
the  day  of  the  election. 

I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  ward 
returns,  as  certified  by  the  Clerk,  war- 
den and  Inspectors  should  be  taken  as  the  re- 
turn of  that  precinct.  This  return  is  less  by  thir- 
ty votes  than  the  return  of  votes  cast  at  the  State 
election  one  month  previously.  It  is  also  evident 
that  the  contest  in  that  precinct  for  Councilmen 
drew  out  a  large  vote,  as  it  was  in  tnat  precinct 
that  competition  ran  highest.  Tnis  appears  to  us 
manifestly  more  just  than  throwing  out  the  vote 
of  the  entire  precinct,  which  some  of  the  commit- 
tee think. is  the  true  solution  of  this  matter,  or  on 
taking  any  ballots  found  in  the  boxes. 

The  ward  returns  have  in  fact  been  verified  as 
near  as  it  is  possible  to  verify  such  returns. 
When  it  was  known  that  ballots  in  Precinct  3, 
Ward  13,  were  missing,  it  was  thought  it  might 
endanger  the  election  of  Mayor  Prince,  and  the 
precinct  was  canvassed  by  responsible  parties. 
This  canvass  was  most  complete,  and  shows  the 
name  and  residence  ot  every  voter  called  upon. 
The  following  was  the  result: 

Number  who  voted  for  Prince 437 

Number  who  voted  for  Stehblna 66 

Number  who  did  not  vote 68 

Number  that  could  not  be  found 24 

Number  not  seen...  24 

Total 609 

Before  the  canvass  was  fully  completed  it  was 
ascertained  that  Mayor  Prince's  election  was  not 
endangered,  but  it  is  evident  that  of  the  twenty- 
four  that  could  not  be  found  ana  the  twenty-four 


yet  to  be  seen,  with  the  437  that  said  they  voted 
for  Prince  and  the  sixty-six  that  voted  for  Steb- 
bins, it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  entire 
^39  votes  could  be  accounted  for. 

As  one  of  your  committee, I  cannot  help  express- 
ing the  opinion  that  the  city  is  not  wholly  blame- 
less in  this  matter.  The  third  precinct  of 
Ward  13  was  a  very  unlit  place  for  a  voting 
place,  and  in  future  elections  greater  care  should 
be  taken  iu  procuring  better  accommodations, 
where  the  work  of  the  officers  inside  the  rail  or 
enclosure  could  be  overlooked.  Some  means 
should  also  be  devised  to  secure  the  services  of 
more  competent  men  for  Wardens,  Clerks  and  In- 
spectors. A  closely  contested  election,  it  is  evi- 
dent, is  now  in  the  hands  of  some  428  precinct  offi- 
cers, who,  if  unfaithful  to  their  trust,  could  easily 
change  the  result  for  Mayor andAldermen.  This  is 
so  important  a  trust  that  it  should  be  guarded  by 
greater  safeguards  than  are  now  in  force.  If  the 
report  of  the  majority  is  accepted,  it  will  be  easy 
in  future  closely-contested  elections  to  send,  acci- 
dentally of  course,  only  one-half  the  returns  of 
some  precinct  to  City  Hail,  and  the  missing  bal- 
lots will  be  sure  to  be  found  in  a  precinct  that 
votes  almost  exclusively  one  way.  The  precedent 
will  be  a  dangerous  one.  On  the  contrary,  the 
ward  officers'  return  is  but  a  fair  expression  of 
the  vote  of  that  precinct  in  previous  elections. 

If  the  Board  accepts  the  returns  of  the  ward  of- 
ficers, all  things  considered,  as  the  most  reliable 
returns  of  the  vote  in  that  precinct,  it  makes  no 
chaiage  iu  Mie  Board.  If  the  returns  of  Precinct 
3  are  rejected,  then  the  seats  of  Messrs.  Flynn 
and  Haldeman  should  be  declared  vacant.  The 
latter  course,  it  appears  to  me,  would  be  an  act 
of  great  injustice. 

If  there  was  the  least  evidence  of  an  attempt  at 
fraud  the  proper  recourse  would  be  to  the  courts, 
and  the  officers  proceeded  against  according  to 
law  and  held  accountable.  It  fraud  was  commit- 
ted in  that  precinct  on  election  day  the  guilty 
.parties  should  be  punished  to  the  extent  of  the 
law. 

By  counting  the  ward  returns  of  Precinct  3, 
Ward  13,  the  last  recount  will  stand  as  follows:  . 

Haldeman 20,960 

Flynn 20,693 

Frost 20,649 

Dexter 20,633 

Thompson 20,601 

This  does  include  the'change  made  iu  the  vote 
of  Precinct  2,  Ward  25. 

There  was  another  important  matter  referred 
to  the  committee  that  I  do  not  feel  ought  to  be 
passed  over  in  silence,  and  that  is  the  incon- 
sistencies of  the  losses  and  gains  of  the  first  re- 
count. Asthe  Aldermen  who  made  the  first  re- 
count are  well  represented  in  the  Board,  now  that 
we  have  completed  a  second  recount  they  may 
perhaps  be  able  to  throw  some  light  on  the  mat- 
ter and  explain  the  discrepancies.  It  shouid  also 
be  stated  that  in  two  precincts,  six  candidates 
for  Aldermen  on  the  right  of  the  Republican  bal- 
lots were  scratched  some  forty  times,  and  con- 
veyed the  impression  that  these  ballots  were 
tampered  with  after  being  received  at  City  Hall. 
The  Aldermen  who  made  the  first  recount  may 
also  be  able  to  make  this  matter  clear  and  remove 
any  suspicion  that  rests  upon  it. 

I  have  now  touched  upon  all  matters  referred 
to  the  committee.  The  work  has  been  not  only 
laborious  but  disagreeable,  and  I  regret  that  oil 
so  important  a  mattPr  the  committee,  at  the 
close  of  their  labors,  could  not  unite  on  a  unani- 
mous report.  Hugh  O'Brien. 

On  motion  ot  Alderman  Caldwell  the  reports 
were  specially  assigned  for  next  Monday  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

PETITION     OP    BENJAMIN     F.     ANTHONY    FOR     RE- 
COUNT OF  VOTES  FOR  HIM  FOR  ALDERMAN. 

The  following  was  received  and  read: 

Boston,  March  10, 1881. 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Boston 
—The  undersigned  respectfully  represents  that  he 
was  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  Alderman  at  the 
last  election,  and  received  a  large  number  of  bal- 
lots therefor;  that  in  case  your  Board  decide  that 
Mr.  Flynn  was  not  elected,  your  petition- 
er believes  that  he  is  entitled  to  the  seat, 
instead  of  Mr.  Frost,  the  present  claimant; 
that  on  the  recount  in  December  your  petitioner 
was  declared  to  have  had  more  votes  than  said 
Frost;  and  that  he  believes  that  a  recount  now 
of  his  ballots  will  prove  the  same  fact.  Further- 
more, he  represents  that  it  is  comueteut  for  your 
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Board  to  make  this  investigation,  as  the  limit  of 
time  for  a  contest  refers  only  to  the  verification, 
before  a  new  board  meets.  Your  body,  as  judge 
of  the  electiou  of  its  members,  may  consider  the 
question  at  any  time.  Therefore,  the  undersigned 
asks  that  before  any  action  be  taken  to  declare 
Mr.  Frost  elected,  a  recount  be  ordered  of  the 
ballots  cast  for  him  throughout  the  city. 

Benjamin  F.  Anthony. 

Alderman  Curtis  moved  that  the  petition  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Flynn—  This  is  a  very  Important  pe- 
tition, which  this  .!oard  ought  to  consider.  I  be- 
lieve Mr.  Anthony's  votes  ought  to  bo  counted, 
and  that  it  is  within  the  power  and  province  of 
this  committee  to  do  tnat.  From  the  recount 
made  by  this  committee,  he  certainly  had  more 
votes  than  Mr.  Frost,  and  I  think  this  Board 
ought  to  do  him  the  justice  to  recount  those 
votes.  If  he  lias  more  votes  than  Mr.  Frost  or  I 
have,  I  don't  want  to  retain  this  seat.  I  move 
that  it  be  referred  tu  the  committee,  with  instruc- 
tions to  recount  the  votes. 

Aldermau  Curtis— The  reason  I  made  the  mo- 
tion is,  that  Mr.  Anthony  says  if  Alderman  Flynn 
loses  his  sear,  then  he  thinks  he  is  elected.  We 
cannot  consider  this  petition  until  we  decide 
that  Alderman  Flynn's  seat  is  vacant. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  understand  that  this  claim- 
ant is  debarred  by  the  statute,  and  has  no  stand- 
ing before  this  Board.  The  statute  provides  that 
notice  shall  be  filed  with  the  City  Clerk  within 
thirty  days.  It  is  hardly  worth  while  to  go  over 
the  work  and  couut  the  votes  merely  to  gratify 
the  curosity  of  the  public. 

Alderman  Flynn— The  committee  recounted  the 
votes  for  Messrs.  Dexter  and  ThompsoD,  and 
there  was  no  petition  for  it.  The  general  petition 
of  citizens  called  tor  a  recount  of  all  the  votes. 
The  committee  did  not  comply  with  their  request 
because  they  asked  that  the  votes  of  Alderman 
Woolley  be  recounted.  His  seat  was  also  con- 
tested under  that  first  petition,  but  the  commit- 
tee only  saw  fit  to  count  the  votes  of  Messrs. 
Dexter  and  Thompson,  because  they  believed 
they  might  have  more  votes  than  I  had,  and  they 
could  unseat  me.  I  believe  that  if  Mr.  Anthony 
had  more  votes  than  Mr.  Frost,  he  is  entitled  to 
the  seat.    Those  votes  ought  to  be  recounted. 

Alderman  Hersey— Mr.  Thompson  and  Mr.  Dex- 
ter complied  with  the  statute  by  tiling  their  no- 
tices in  time.  When  the  committee  counted  the 
vote,  they  knew  those  parties  would  contest,  and 
that  they  had  a  right  to. 

Alderman  Flynn— Why  did  n't  you  count  the  vote 
for  Alderman  Woolley? 

Alderman  Hersey— Mr.  Woolley's  vote  was  so 
far  ahead  ot  that  of  Messrs.  FIvnn  and  Halde- 
man  that  the  committee  did  not  think  it  possible 
there  could  be  sufficient  errors  found  to  unseat 
Alderman  Woolley.  For  that  reason  ihey  did 
not  recount  his  vote.  His  seat  was  not  contested. 
The  contest  of  Mr.  Frost  was  against  the  seats  ot 
Aldermen  Flynn  and  Hahieinab;  he  did  not  con- 
test the  seat  of  Alderman  Woolley. 

Alderman  Woolley  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien— The  City  Solicitor  makes 
this  matter  perfectly  plain.  It  is  entirely  within 
•-.he  province  of  this  Board  to  count  the  vote  of 
Mr.  Anthony.  There  is  nothing  in  the  way  of  our 
counting  it.  It  is  not  barred  by  anything,  and  if 
it  is  found  that  Mr.  Anthony  had  more  votes  than 
any  other  candidate,  this  Board  has  a  per- 
fect right  to  give  him  a  seat.  There  is 
no  doubt  of  this.  This  other  quesi ion  is  a  mere 
quibble.  I  admit  that  Messrs.  Frost,  Dexter  and 
Thompson  have,  perhaps,  a  superior  claim;  but 
that  is  all  you  can  say.  It  is  perfectly  within  the 
province  of  this  Board  to  count  the  votes  for  Mr. 
Anthony,  and  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  them  if 
they  desire  to  do  so.  There  is  no  mistake  about 
that. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  don't  deny  that  the  Board 
have  the  right  to  couut  the  votes  for  every  Alder 
man  here;  but  what  effect  can  be  given  to  the 
count  after  it  has  been  made?  If  the  statute  is 
inoperative,  it  is  yet  to  be  shown.  The  statute 
provides  that  a  certain  thing  be  done  in  order 
that  a  seat  may  be  contested,  and  a  legal  effect 
given  to  the  contest.  If  we  count  Mr.  Antho- 
ny's votes,  and  he  is  found  to  have  a  larger  num- 
ber than  either  of  the  others,  I  do  not  see  how  he 
can  receive  the  seat  unless  we  set  aside  the 
statute. 

Alderman  O'Brien— This  is  no  new  business  to 
the  committee.  Mr.  Anthony  sent  a  very  re- 
spectful communication  to  the  committee,  which 
I  will  read: 


Boston,  March  8, 1881. 

Rwjh  O'Brien,  Esq.,  Chairman  Committee  on 
Recount  of  Votes  cast  at  the  last  Municipal  Elec- 
tion for  Aldermen.  Dear  Sir— I  most  respectfully 
petition  your  committee  for  a  recount  of  votes 
cast  for  Aldermanic  candidates  at  the  last  mu- 
nicipal election  in  this  city.  I  stand  fourteenth 
on  the  list,  and  knowing  that  the  committee  now 
in  session,  engaged  in  a  second  recount,  have 
control  of  the  whole  matter,  a*  the  first  recount 
was  referred  to  them  for  revision,  I  therefore 
respectfully  ask  that  my  count  may  be  verified  as 
well  as  the  count  of  Messrs.  Frost,  Dexter  and 
Thompson. 

I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

Benjamin  F.  Anthony. 

Alderman  O'Brien— This  communication  was 
voted  down  by  the  committee— 5  to  1.  I  thought 
the  committee  treated  Mr.  Anthony  and  his 
claims  very  unfairly,  when  it  was  perfectly  legiti- 
mate for  the  committee  to  have  counted  his  vote. 
And  I  say  that  when  a  communication  comes  to 
us  from  a  candidate  attthe  last  election,  and  his 
claim  is  not  barred,  I  think  it  is  our  duty  to  make 
the  count  as  he  requests. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  would  like  to  have  the 
Alderman  read  the  vote  that  was  passed  upon  the 
communication  of  Mr.  Anthony.  I  don't  think 
ho  does  the  committee  justice  in  stating  it  in  that 
way.  The  committee  voted  not  to  count  the 
votes  of  any  candidate  for  Alderman  who  had  not 
complied  with  the  statute  and  filed  his  notice  of 
contesting  the  seat  within  the  time  prescribed  by 
law— not  as  against  Mr.  Anthony,  but  against  all 
who  did  not  hie  notice. 

Alderman  Whitten— This  petition  did  not  come 
from  Mr.  Anthony  until  the"  last  session  ol  the 
committee,  when  they  weie  all  through  with 
counting  the  votes,  and  were  going  through  them 
a  second  time,  and  having  only  about  three  hours 
to  complete  them.  It  seemed  very  strange  to  me 
that  if  Mr.  Anthony  thought  he  had  any  rights  in 
the  matter,  that  he  did  n't  petition  earlier.  It 
seemed  too  late  then  to  go  back.  We  had  finished 
all  the  precincts  except  about  three,  and  we 
thought  it  was  better  to  go  on  and  finish  up  the 
count.  I  have  the  greatest  respect  for  Mr.  An- 
thony and  I  intended  to  treat  him  with  the  great- 
est fairness  and  justice  that  he  is  entitled  to. 

i  can  only  say  that  every  member  of 
the  committee  was  in  favor  of  doing 
just  what  we  did.  There  was  no  com- 
bination made  by  any  members  of  the  com- 
mittee; all  were  in  favor  of  doing  just  what  we 
did.  The  membeis  of  the  committee  were  all 
friends  of  the  present  members  of  the  Beard.  I 
did  not  know  until  we  were  half  through  that 
Messrs.  Dexter  and  Thompson  had  preserved 
their  right? ,  and  I  was  somewhat  suiprised  when 
I  learned  it,  because  it  we  had  known  it  it  would 
have  saved  us  some  trouble.  If  we  had  known 
that  they  had  preserved  their  rights,  we  might 
have  taken  the  votes  of  those  parties  and  gone 
through  them  altogether.  It  was  done  by  the 
gentleman's  particular  friends,  and  not  from  any 
unfriendliness  to  him. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  admit  that  they  did  pre- 
serve their  rights, but  the  votes  are  to  be  counted 
when  there  is  a  contest  for  the  seat,  aud  they 
have  never  done  that,  and  therefore  they  are  as 
open  as  anybody  else  to  have  their  votes  counted. 

The  fact  ought  to  be  stated  here,  that  Messrs. 
Dexter  and  Thompson  intended  to  contest  the 
seat,  but  they  never  contested  it.  They  only  filed 
a  notice  that  the  ballots  be  retained  in  order  that 
if  they  did  contest  they  might  be  kept  by  the  City 
Clerk  and  counted  at  the  proper  time.  But  they 
never  contested  the  seat.  Now  I  saw  the  com- 
mittee went  on  and  counted  those  ballots  without 
any  authority,  except  that  which  they  had  on  the 
petition  of  citizens  sent  in  here,  and  on  that 
alone,  and  not  on  the  petitions  of  Dexter  and 
Thompson.  Therefore,  I  say  that  under  the  cir- 
eumstances  Mr.  Anthony  is  entitled  to  a  recount 
of  the  votes  cast  for  him. 

Alderman  Whitten— We  knew  that  they  had 
preserved  their  rights,  and  finding  considerable 
discrepancies  between  the  other  count  and  ours, 
we  knew  that  they  would  come  in  as  soon  as  we 
made  our  report.  We  preferred  to  do  it  at  once 
and  save  the  trouble  of  doing  it  again. 

Alderman  O'Brien— If  there  is  any  legal  doubt 
about  this  matter,  why  not  refer  it  ti>  the  City 
Solicitor?  If  the  gentleman  thinks  Mr.  Anthony 
is  debarred  from  a  recount,  why  not  let  us  have 
the  advice  of  the  legal  gentleman  connected  with 
the  City  Government?  I  believe  he  will  tell  you 
it  is  perfectly  legal   for  this  Board  to  recount  the 
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votes  for  Mr.  Anthony  if  they  desire  to  do  so. 
They  can  shut  him  off  if  they  please,  and  their 
decision  is  final  and  conclusive.  But,  as  I  said 
before,  if  you  shut  him  off  it  will  have  the  appear- 
ance of  being:  a  very  unfair  piece  of  business. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  have  no  objection  what- 
ever to  the  proposition  made  by  the  Alderman, 
hiit  I  think  the  question  referred  to  the  City 
Solicitor  should  be  not  whether  we  have  a  right 
to  recount  his  vote,  but  whether  he  is  debarred 
from  a  seat  in  this  Board  from  his  not  having 
filed  his  petition  within  the  time  prescrioed  by 
the  law,  or  for  any  other  reason.  I  think  that 
should  be  the  form  of  the  question. 

Alderman  Flynn — With  that  explanation,  if  the 
Alderman  will  reduce  his  motion  to  writing,  so 
that  the  City  Solicitor  will  know  what  questions 
we  are  asking,  I  have  no  objections  to  the  peti- 
tion lying  upon  the  table  tor  a  week,  in  order 
that  the  question  may  be  answered  by  the  City 
Solicitor.  I  hope  that  will  be  added  to  Alderman 
Curtis's  motion. 

Alderman  Whitten— 1  would  ask  what  there  is 
to  prevent  any  defeated  candidate  from  coming 
in  here  for  the  balance  of  the  year  and  asking  for 
a  recount  of  votes,  if  they  are  never  barred. 

Alderman  O'Brien— After  we  have  settled  this 
count  that  is  cow  before  us,  no  human  being  can 
come  in  here  and  ask  us  to  revise  it.  Our  decision 
in  this  case  is  final  and  forever,  after  we  have 
fixed  this  matter  now  before  us. 

Alderman  Curtis — Suppose,  we  will  say,  that 
Mr.  Hall,  who  was  a  candidate  tor  Alderman, 
should  send  in  his  petition  to  have  his  votes 
counted  before  we  commence  business  next  Mon- 
day night;  he  will  have  just  as  good  a  right  to 
have  his  votes  counted  as  Mr.  Anthony  has. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  agree  with  the  Alderman, 
that  if  Mr.  Hall  sends  in  a  communication  nere, 
I  shall  be  in  favor  of  having  his  vote  recounted. 

Alderman  Whitten— If  that  is  the  case,  we  shall 
have  a  pretty  big  job.  We  have  already  been  five 
weeks  or  more  in  counting.  It  would  take  till  the 
next  election  to  settle  it. 

At  the  request  of  Alderman  Curtis,  the  Cnair 
read  the  petition  of  Mr.  Anthony,  for  informa- 
tion. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  think  I  am  right  in  this 
matter,  as  I  was  at  the  beginning.  Mr.  Anthony 
don't  ask  for  a  recount  unless  Alderman  Flynn  is 
unseated.  He  don't  ask  for  it  until  we  decide 
whether  Alderman  Flynn  is  uuseated.  If  we  are 
going  to  unseat  Alderman  Flynn,  then  he  asks  to 
have  his  vote  recounted.  When  we  decide 
whether  or  not  Alderman  Flynn  is  unseated,  then 
we  can  consider  this  petition.  As  has  been  stated, 
we  will  never  get  through  until  the  next  election, 
if  we  are  to  keep  on  counting.  The  Alderman 
says  he  will  favor  another  recount,  if  a  petition 
comes  in.  I  don't  know  but  I  shall  be  counted 
out,  and  it  would  n't  hurt  me  any  if  I  was. 

The  petition  of  Mr.  Authony  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hersey  it  was  voted— 
That  the  City  Solicitor  be  requested  to  inform 
this  Board  whether  in  the  evenr,  of  its  being  found 
that  B.  F.  Anthony  had  a  sufficient  number  of 
votes  to  elect  him  a  member  of  this  Board,  he 
would  be  debarred  from  taking  his  seat,  he  not 
having  taken  the  necessary  steps  in  filing  notice 
with  the  City  Clerk,  as  prescribed  by  law. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 


Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following,  from 
the  Committee  on  Claims: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following 
petitions:  Mary  Landry,  to  be  paid  for  personal 
injuries  received  from  a  fall  in  Nashua  street, 
Jan.  13,  1881;  and  Elizabeth  Williams,  to  be  com- 
pensated for  personal  injuries  received  from  a 
fall  in  Washington  street,  Jan.  25,  1881. 

Severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

THE  FIRE  BOAT. 
Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Fire  Department,  who  were 
directed  to  consider  the  expediency  of  selling  the 
present  fire  boat,  and  report  the  cost  of  a  new 
boat  specially  adapted  for  breaking  ice,  beg  leave 
to  report  that  they  have  given  the  matter  their 
attention  and  consulted  the  Board  ot  Fire  Com- 
missioners upon  the  subject. 

It  appears  that  the  present  fire  boat  is  in  good 
condition  and  capable  of  performing  the  duty  for 
which  she  was  designed,  and  the  commitcee  do 
not  consider  it  a  measure  of  economy  to  dispose 
of  the  present  fire  boat  while  it  continues  to  per- 


form the  duties  required  of  it  as  an  auxiliary  of 
the  fire  department. 

Whenever  a  new  boat  is  needed,  or  extensive 
repairs  upon  the  present  boat  become  necessary, 
the  committee  would  strongly  favor  adopting,  so 
far  as  practicable,  the  suggestions  contained  in 
the  order,  but  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  inexpedi- 
ent to  take  action  uuon  the  subject  at  the  present 
time.  For  the  Committee, 

William  Woolley,  Chairman. 

The  question  was  upon  the  acceptance  of  the 
report. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  cannot  conceive,  for  one 
moment,  how  the  committee,  knowing  the  posi- 
tion which  that  boat  has  taken  for  the  last  few 
years,  and  knowing  the  duties  which  we  require 
of  a  boat  as  a  fireboat,  could  have  taken  the 
ground  expressed  in  the  report.  It  has  been 
shown  us  here  that  the  duties  of  the  fireboat  are 
enormous,  and  that  if  she  was  a  proper  boat  she 
could  be  of  great  service.  I  have  been  told  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  and  by  the  Fire 
Commissioners,  that  that  boat  is  not  a  proper  one 
for  the  purpose  of  breaking  ice.  I  have  been  told 
by  the  commanaer  of  the  boat  that  he  was  per- 
fectly willing  to  break  ice  if  he  only  had  a 
suitable  boat.  But  he  says  she  is  not 
suitable  to  break  ice  with,  and  therefore 
he  says  he  is  compelled  to  He  here  and  do 
nothing;  only  when  the  bells  ring  for  a  fire  he  is 
called  for  duty,  and  if  there  is  any  ice  in  the  way 
he  is  stopped.  Three  days  after  I  made  my  speech 
here  in  relation  to  this  fireboat— I  suppose  if  I 
had  been  smart  enough  to  have  told  a  load  of 
barrels  from  a  wheelbarrow,  or  made  a  speech 
about  a  horse  railroad,  I  might  have  done  it;  out 
not  being  smart  enough  to  do  that,  I  could  do 
nothing  except  speak  about  this  fireboat — and 
three  days  after  that  speech  a  fire  took  in  Page's 
mill,  a  small  building.  If  they  could  have  broken 
the  ice  away,  and  that  boat  could  have  got  up  to 
the  mill,  that  fire  would  have  been  put  out  imme- 
diately. But  in  consequence  of  that  boat  not  be- 
ing able  to  break  the  ice  it  could  not  get  up  there, 
and  the  mill  burned  down.  Now,  §5000  has  been 
appropriated  for  the  Committee  on  Harbor  to 
break  the  ice  with.  In  three  years  the  money  ap- 
propriated for  that  would  build  a  proper  boat, 
and  we  should  have  the  means  of  breaking  the 
ice,  and  use  the  same  crew  that  is  on  this  boat  to- 
day. So  I  cannot  see  why  it  would  n't  be  good 
economy  to  build  such  a-  boat,  so  that  we 
can  have  some  protection  for  the  harbor 
front  all  round  Boston,  and  not  have  it 
confined  to  one  particular  place.  The  boat 
could  be  breaking  ice  when  there  is  nothing  else 
to  do.  Take  the  last  fire.  If  it  had  n't  been  for 
the  great  effort  I  put  forth  here  that  boat 
would  n't  have  done  anything  at  that  fire.  But 
she  went  up  there  and  probably  did  enough  duty 
to  pay  for  the  old  boat.  Now  why  should  we 
stop  and  let  this  old  boat  and  the  whole  crew  lie 
there?  She  is  good  for  nothing  when  there  is 
any  ice.  But  the  Harbor  Committee  are  spend- 
ing all  this  money,  and  we  have  this  fire  boat 
doing  nothing.  I  would  like  to  see  economy,  but 
this  is  beyond  my  arithmetic.  I  cannot  figure  it 
up,  and  1  am'  thankful  we  have  a  com- 
mittee who  cau  figure  it  up,  to  show  that  ic  is 
best  to  let  that  old  boat  lie  there,  and  let  our 
propp rty  burn  up,  and  not  keep  the  ice  broken 
ana  the  harbor  clear.  It  is  a  wrong  economy.  If 
I  should  practise  such  economy  I  should  go  down 
hill  iaster  than  I  am  going  now.  To  change  this 
boat  will  cost  only  $15,000.  provided  it  does  n't  do 
any  other  good.  It  will  only  take  three  years  to 
pay  for  it,  with  the  appropriation  we  make  every 
year  now.  If  the  City  Council  don't  build  that 
boat,  it  will  be  better  for  the  wharfingers  to  club 
together  and  buy  a  boat  to  break  the  ice. 

The  report  was  accepted.    Sent  down. 

PERMIT  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  the  followiug 
from  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions, on  petitions  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
steam  engines  as  follows: 

Reed  &  Crosby,  100-104  Richmond  street. 

J.  K.  Furbush,  38-41  Bristol  street. 

C.  C.  Foster,  at  Allston  station,  rear  of  Cam- 
bridge street,  Ward  25. 

Owen  Nawn,  rear  2080  Washington  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

WOODEN    BUILDING. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings: 
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Report  and  order  authorizing  the  granting  of 
permit  for  wooden  building  exceeding  the  legal 
dimensions,  in  accordance  with  specifications  on 
file  in  the  Department  for  the  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Kuildings  as  follows:  Cressey  &  Noyes,  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  at  49-59  Wareham  street. 
Order  passed. 

PERMITS  FOB    STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board:  ,  .  , 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions  to  occupy  stables  as  follows: 

Cyrus  Alger's  heirs,Foundry  street, near  Fourth 
street,  Ward  13. 

Severally  accepted. 

ORDINANCES    TO    BE     SUBMITTED    TO    THE     CITY 
SOLICITOR. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order  —  That  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  be  directed  to  submit 
to  the  City  Solicitor  a  draft  of  each  ordinance  for 
his  approval  before  the  same  is  submitted  to  the 
City  Council.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

SWING   SIGNS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings: 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  following  peti- 
tions on  the  usual  conditions:  J.  P.  T.  Percival  to 
project  a  druggist's  mortar  at  35  School  street. 
Accepted. 

LICENSES. 
Alderman  Breck  submitted   the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Licenses: 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  minors'  appl'ca- 
catious,  as  follows:  Nineteen  newsboys.  Ac- 
cepted. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Markers: 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  following  peti- 
tions on  the  usual  conditions:  Jeremiah  Russell, 
to  transfer  lease  of  stall  No.  30  to  J.  Parker  Law- 
rence.   Severally  accepted. 

PAUPER     EXPENSES. 

Alderman  Viles  presented  the  following: 
Office  of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  ) 
Public  Buildings,  ! 

Boston.  March  12,  1881.  ) 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  the  City  of  Boston:  Gentlemen— In  conse- 
quence of  a  recent  ruling  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  the  settle- 
ment law  of  1879,  with  reference  to  the  legal  set- 
tlement of  married  women,  a  large  number  of  the 
inmates  of  the  State  institutions  have  become 
chargeable  to  the  city  of  Boston. 

In  accordance  with  judgment  of  the  Court  the 
State  authorities  have  rendered  a  bill  to  the 
amount  of  $24,000  for  the  support  of  these  cases 
since  May  22, 1879,  to  Jan.  1,  1881.  This  amount 
being  in  excess  of  the  regular  appropriation  for 
pauper  expenses,  the  Board  of  Directors  are  un- 
able to  pay  the  bill,  and  therefore  respectful- 
ly request  the  City  Council  to  transfer  to 
the  Pauper  Expenses  appropriation  the  sum  of 
824,000  for  that  purpose. 

Respectfully, 

Samuel  Little, 
President  of  Board  of  Directors. 
Alderman  Viles— The  usual  course  for  that 
would  be  to  send  it  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Institutions.  But  they  already  understand  the 
matter.  The  city  has  no  alternative  but  to  pay 
the  bill.  This  is  on  account  of  the  decision  of  the 
supreme  court  in  relation  to  the  pauper  expenses, 
and  ihe  case  has  been  pending  more  than  a  year. 
The  directors  have  asked  for  an  appropriation  to 
pay  this  with  next  year,  but  this  is  for  back  pay 
due  the  State. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Viles  the  communica- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
Sent  down. 

charlestown  almshouse. 
Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committtee  on  Public  Insti- 
tutions, to  whom  was  referred  the  communica- 
tion from  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Insti- 
tutions relative  to  the  discontinuance  of  the 
Charlestown  Almshouse,  having  carefully  consid- 
ered the  subject,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report:  The  reasons  given  by  the  Directors 
for  discontinuing  the  institution  are,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee,  sufficient  to  warrant  the 
City     Council     in     adopting     the      recommen- 


dation. There  appears  to  be  no  ques- 
tion but  that  the  inmates  of  the  alms- 
house can  be  provided  for  with  more  comfort  to 
themselves,  and  at  less  expense  to  the  city,  in 
other  institutions.  These  facts  were  substantially 
admitted  by  the  remonstrants,  at  the  hearing 
given  on  the  subject,  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  reasons  given  tor  continuing  the  almshouse 
were  not  sufficient  to  weigh  against  the  obvious 
advantages  of  the  change.  The  committee,  there- 
fore, believe  that  the  recommendation  of  the  di- 
rectors snould  be  adopted,  aud  to  that  end  re- 
spectfully recommend  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order. 

For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Chairman. 
Ordered,  That  the  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions he  authorized    to    discontinue  the  Charles- 
town  Almshouse,  and  to  remove  the  inmates  to 
Rainsford  Island  and  Austin  Farm. 

Minority  Report. 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  above-named 

committee,  respectfully    dissents    from  the  fore- 

going  report,  for  the  following  reasons:  The 
harlestown  Almshouse  is  buiu  of  brick,  with 
good  substantial  walls,  that  might  last  for  cen- 
turies. It  is  true  that  it  lacks  the  mod- 
ern improvements  which  are  so  desirable 
in  buildings  of  the  present  day,  for  the  com- 
fort and  convenience  of  its  inmates.  But  there 
is  no  reason  why  it  cauuot  with  a  comparatively 
small  sum  of  money  be  put  in  such  a  condition  as 
to  make  it  all  that  is  desirable  in  an  institution 
of  this  kind.  It  is  a  building  in  which  the  inhab- 
itants of  Charlestown  take  a  certain  amount  of 
pride,  being  the  home  of  many  of  its  poor  peo- 
ple who  at  one  time  occupied  a  position  in  the 
more  pleasant  walks  of  life,  but  who  unfortu- 
nately, through  reverses.were  reduced  to  poverty, 
and  became  a  charge  upon  the  public.  It 
is  a  place  where  poor  married  couples  have 
found  a  home  in  their  old  age,  and  been  allowed 
to  live  together  until  separated  by  death. 
Mothers,  with  their  children,  have  found  this 
a  place  of  refugewhere  they  could  remain  to- 
gether and  exercise  that  maternal  counsel  and 
affection  which  are  so  necessary  for  the  welfare 
of  our  youth.  It  is  true  that  the  directors  do  not 
intend  to  separate  the  married  couples  who  are  at 
present  in  the  almshouses.  They  propose  to 
board  them  out  in  some  private  family  or  hotel. 
I  believe  this  to  be  impracticable:  tor  who  can 
tell  how  many  cases  of  this  kind  will  come  before 
us?  I  think  it  would  be  found  more  economical 
for  the  citj  to  care  for  them  than  to  pay  their 
board  outside.  I  believe  that  we  should  provide 
a  place  for  such  cases,  and  that  the  Charlestown 
Almshouse  is  a  suitable  place  for  that  purpose. 
Abraham  T.  Rogers. 
Alderman  Caldwell— I  move  to  substitute  the 
minority  for  the  majority  report. 

Alderman  Curtis — When  1  was  on  the  Board  of 
Overseers  of  the  Poor  I  had  a  great  deal  to  do 
with  getting  the  Charlestown  Almshouse  set 
aside  for  old  married  couples.  I  visited  the  Isl- 
and and  found  that  the  moment  old  married 
couples  arrived  there  they  were  separated,  one 
went  one  way  and  another  another  way.  That 
appeared  to  be  a  separation  for  life,  and  I 
thought  it  was  so  inhuman  that  it  was  beyond  all 
human  endurance,  and  I  worked  upon  it  until  I 
got  this  almshouse  at  Charlestown  set  aside  to 
receive  aged  married  couples.  Two  old  married 
couples  applied  to  me  at  that  time.  They  said 
they  were  willing  to  go  to  the  almshouse,  but  did 
not  want  to  be  separated,  and  I  could  not  blame 
them — so  long  as  it  is  the  old  saying,  "Once 
a  man  and  twice  a  child."  It  seemed  cruel  to 
separate  an  old  man  and  an  old  woman  seventy- 
five  or  eighty  years  old;  and  if.  did  n't  seem  right. 
Now,  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  the  majority  re- 
port if  we  can  be  assured  that  the  old  couples  are 
to  be  kept  together.  It  don't  seem  possible  that 
any  gentlemen  at  this  Board  will  voie  to  separate 
those  old  married  couples.  We  don't  know,  Mr. 
Chairman,  but  it  may  be  our  part.  We  have  got 
to  take  this  home  to  ourselves.  I  have  had  a 
gentleman  come  to  me  and  say  Mr.  So-and-so 
must  have  aid.  Why,  sir,  I  have  known  that  gen- 
tleman when  he  was  in  the  City  Council,  years 
ago,  with  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars.  Well, 
sir,  he  wants  aid,  and  must  have  it.  Now,  sir, 
what  are  you  going  to  do  with  them  ? 
Don't  let  's  he  tuo  fast  about  this  matter.  I 
tell  you,  you  don't  know  who  is  going  there.  I 
don't  want  to  be  separated  from  my  wife, 
if  we  have  to  come  down  to  the  almshouse  when  I 
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am  eighty  or  ninety  years  old,  I  don't  believe  it 
is  humanity  to  do  it.  Therefore  I  cannot  vote  for 
the  majority  report  unless  thet'e  is  a  stipulation 
in  there  that  the  old  married  ccivpJe^' shall  not  be 
separated,  i  don't  care  where  yon  put  them. 
You  cannot  put  them  into  any  institution  in  this 
city  where  they  will  not  be  taken  care  of.  1  don't 
care  where  they  are  pur,  but  wherever  they  go  I 
don't  want  them  to  be  separated;!  want  them 
kept  together.  So  long  as  they  can  be  kept  to- 
gether don't  let  us  separate  them.  Don'tvotefor 
it  unless  it  is  stipulated  that  they  shall  not  be 
separated. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  was  present  at  the  pub- 
lic hearing  on  this  subject,  and  the  whole  ques- 
tion seemed  to  be  thoroughly  canvassed.  The 
whole  feeling  seemed  to  be  entirely  one  of  sym- 
pathy, and  uot  one  of  a  business  transaction.  I 
believe  there  are  three  married  couples  at  pres- 
ent in  that  almshouse.  If  you  refer  to  the  origi- 
nal paper  from  the  board  of  directors,  you  will 
find  that  they  specifically  state  that  they  will  pro- 
vide for  these  married  couples  and  keep  them  to- 
gether. The  point  is  made  that  mothers  with 
children  have  the  means  of  living  there  with 
them  in  their  own  way.  The  objection  to  that  is 
that  the  children  are  not  properly  cared  for,  as 
they  should  be  in  our  public  institutions.  The  fam- 
ilies are  living  in  a  straggling  way.  In  case  of  sick- 
ness there  is  no  provision  for  them  in  the  hospital. 
The  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  think  it  is  a 
waste  of  money  to  maintain  this  almshouse.  If 
it  is  to  be  continued  for  its  present  uses,  large 
sums  of  money  will  have  to  be  expended  to  keep 
it  up  to  the  proper  standard.  Looking  at  it  in  a 
business  sense,  every  man'  will  agiee  that  he 
would  not  recommend  the  building  of  such  an  in- 
stitution there;  but  from  the  fact  of  its  being 
there,  and  the  people  in  that  locality  having  been 
associated  with  it  for  years,  the  feeling  in  that 
section  seems  to  be  in  favor  of  its  maintenance. 
The  minority  report  is  purely  one  of  sentiment 
and  local  prejudice.  1  hope  the  majority  report 
will  he  adopted. 

Alderman  Caldwell — I  don't  understand  what 
hurry  there  is  about  this.  Every  time  there  is  a 
movement  made  in  regard  to  this  Charlestown 
Almshouse,  it  is  always  done  in  a  hurry;  it  is  rep- 
resented to  be  very  necessary  to  be  removed,  and 
it  must  be  done  right  off.  I  cannot  see  any  neces- 
sity for  immediate  action  on  this.  If  the  repre- 
sentative from  this  Board  on  the  directors  can 
give  us  any  information  why  it  is  necessary  to  act 
uoon  it  immediately,  I  should  be  glad;  otherwise, 
I  shall  move  to  lay  it  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Curtis — The  Alderman  on  my  right 
says  sympathy  was  expressed  for  these  aged 
couples,  and  that  they  are  to  be  taken  care  of.  I 
would  rather  have  a  bird  in  the  hand  than  two  in 
the  bush.  If  we  have  it  stipulated  in  the  order 
that  they  shall  be  taken  care  of  without  being 
separated,  it  will  be  done.  The  gentleman  says 
it  will  be  economy  to  do  away  with  this  institu- 
tion. The  first  year  it  was  run  it  cost  sixty-six 
per  cent,  less  than  it  does  today  for  the  same  pur- 
pose at  the  island.  They  are  making  constant  re- 
pairs at  the  island.  "Why  not  make  a  few  there? 
Why  not  let  the  old  couples  stay  there?  But 
there  seems  to  be  a  hankering  to  get  those  old 
couples  under  the  control  of  the  directors.  What 
for?  It  cannot  be  for  economy.  I  say,  let  us  be 
careful  before  we  separate  those  old  couples. 

Alderman  Slade — I  was  not  at  the  hearing,  or  at 
the  meeting  of  the  committee  when  this  report 
was  adopted.  But  this  matter  came  before  the 
committee  last  year,  when  I  was  present  and  a 
member  of  the  committee.  The  ground  was  pretty 
well  gone  over,  and  in  fact  the  committee  went 
over  there  and  examined  the  building,  went  all 
over  it,  and  saw  these  old  people.  I  believe  there 
were  two  couples  then,  and  I  believe  that  is  all 
there  is  there  now.  The  city  has  recently  spent  a 
large  amount  of  money  to  make  a  suitable  place 
and  pleasant  home  for  the  poor,  especially  for  the 
old  ladies.  There  seems  to  be  no  trouble  about 
this  matter,  except  the  sentiment  which  has  been 
suggested  by  one  of  the  Aldermen,  of  the  people 
of  Charlestown,  that  they  want  that  build- 
ing to  remain  there.  It  is  an  old  building, 
has  none  of  the  modern  conveniences,  and,  in 
fact,  it  is  worn  out.  It  was  suggested  that  there 
would  have  to  be  a  considerable  amount  of 
money  laid  out  upon  it  to  keep  it  alODg.  Now, 
having  made  preparations  for  these  people  in 
another  place — and  in  a  very  much  pleasanter 
place— I  do  not  think  if  they  were  moved  from 
the  almshouse  to  the  Austin  Farm  they  would 
ever  think  of  wanting  to  go  back  to  Charlestown. 


In  fact,  I  had  some  talk  with  one  or  two  old 
women  last  year,  who  went  from  Charlestown  to 
the  Austin  Farm,  and  they  said  they  did  n't  want 
to  go  back;  that  they  did  want  to  go  back  in  the 
first  place,  but  after  going  there  they  did  n't 
want  to  go  back,  The  directors  state  that  it  will 
be  economy  to  discontinue  that  building,  and 
that  they  never  had  the  slightest  idea  of  sepa- 
rating those  old  couples.  I  have  no  idea  that 
they  have  such  intention,  or  that  any  board  of  di- 
rectors would  ever  vote  to  do  such  a  thing.  It 
would  be  a  good  deal  cheaper,  as  one  of  the  com- 
mittee suggested,  to  board  them  at  the  Revere 
House,  at  any  price,  than  to  run  that  institution 
for  the  sake  of  keeping  those  old  couples  there.  I 
have  as  much  sympathy  for  those  old  couples  as 
anybody  else,  but  I  thought  last  year,  and  think 
now,  that  it  will  be  a  great  deal  better  for  them, 
after  they  have  been  removed  to  nice  quarters, 
than  it  will  be  for  them  to  remain  there.  After 
thinking  it  all  over  I  can't  help  coming  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  is  best  that  they  be  removed. 

Alderman  Curtis— You  will  notice  that  my 
point  is  not  against  what  the  Alderman  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat  is  contending  for.  I  should  be 
glad  to  vote  for  this  majority  report  if  it  em- 
bodies the  stipulation  that  these  old  couples 
shall  not  De  separated.  The  Austin  Farm  is  a  no- 
ble place  for  that  purpose,  but  I  would  like  to 
have  it  inserted  in  that  order  that  the  old  couples 
shall  not  be  separated. 

Alderman  slade— I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary 
to  recommit  it  for  that  purpose.  An  order  or 
ordinance  can  be  passed  providing  that  the  mar- 
ried couples  shall  not  be  separated. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  do  not  think  our  sympa- 
thies should  be  confined  to  these  two  married 
couples.  I  would  like  to  inquire  what  the  policy 
of  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  is,  and 
whether  they  are  separated  ? 

Alderman  Curtis — They  are  always  separated  at 
the  island. 

Alderman  Caldwell — I  understand  there  is  no 
place  provided  for  aged  couples.  The  moment 
they  become  paupers,  the  man  goes  to  Rainsford 
Island  and  the  woman  to  the  Austin  Faim.  There 
is  no  other  place  provided  for  them.  It  seems  to 
me  that  with  all  the  money  expended  by  the  city 
of  Boston  for  the  poor,  some  means  might  be 
adopted  by  which  aged  couples  could  live  togeth- 
er. As  regards  the  Charlestown  Almshouse, 
there  is  no  doubt  at  all  but  what  the  place  is 
completely  run  down — whether  by  negligence  or 
not  I  don't  know.  It  has  been  the  idea  it 
the  directors  that  they  would  sooner  or  later 
abolish  it,  and  I  suppose  for  :hat  reason  it  lias 
not  been  kept  up.  1  think  that  if  from  six  to 
eight  or  ten  thousand  dollars  were  laid  out  upon 
it,  it  might  be  made  a  very  comfortable  place  for 
this  purpose.  I  have  no  doubt  all  our  institutions 
are  conducted  as  well  as  they  can  be,  without  ex- 
ception. But  it  there  is  anything  in  that  order 
which  provides  that  these  couples  shall  not  be 
separated,  I  don't  know  where  it  is. 

Alderman  Viles — The  Alderman  from  the  Bun- 
ker Hill  district  seems  to  think  we  are  trying  to 
pass  this  in  a  hurry.  H  is  no  new  matter  to  this 
Board.  It  was  before  us  last  year,  and  no  appro 
priation  was  made  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Charlestown  Almshouse.  All  this  year  it  has 
been  supported  by  transfers  from  other  aporopri- 
ations.  It  has  never  been  the  intention  of  the 
directors  to  separate  the  old  couples  there.  In 
fact  there  are  but  two  couples  there  now,  and  I 
believe  that  is  all  there  are  in  the  institutions. 
There  are  net  more  1  ban  twenty  io  all  at  this 
place.  It  will  cost  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  dollars 
to  put  the  building  in  proper  repair.  It  is  heated 
by  old  stoves.  It  is  iu  a  bad  location.  There  are 
barrooms  adjoining  the  place:  people  give  the 
men  money  out  of  sympathy,  and  they  go  into 
the  barrooms,  get  drunk  and  come  into  the  insti- 
tution drunk.  It  is  not  a  fit  place  for  them,  and 
we  have  much  better  facilities  for  making  them 
comfortable  and  happy  at  the  Austin  Farm.  I  as- 
sure the  Alderman  that  the  directors  will  never 
separate  these  old  couples. 

The  motion  to  substitute  the  minority  for  the 
majority  report  was  lost. 

Alderman  Curtis  moved  to  amend  the  order  by 
adding — 

Provided,  however,  that  there  shall  be  no  sepa- 
ration of  husbands  and  wives  where  both  are  in- 
mates. 

Alderman  Whitten— Will  that  apply  to  all  the 
institutions? 

Alderman  Curtis— My  amendment  applies  to 
the  whole  city. 
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Alderman  Haldeuian— I  would  like  to  state,  In 
explanation,  that  this  whole  question  was  very 
fully  debated  at  the  hearing  which  brought  about 
that  report.  It  was  stated  by  the  president  of 
the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  that  married 
couples  were  extremely  rare  among  paupers;  that 
families  were  generally  provided  for  by  some  of 
the  local  charitable  institutions,  and  it  is  only 
after  the  death  of  one  member  that  the  remaiuing 
members  of  a  family  become  paupers — that  these 
cases  at  the  Charlestown  Almshouse  are  very  un- 
usual. If  this  amendment  is  adopted  it  will  re- 
quire some  appropriation  for  a  home  for  married 
couples,  the  same  as  there  is  for  the  old  men  and 
aged  women.  1  think  we  are  opening  the  door 
for  a  very  costly  provision,  for  which  there  is  a 
very  email  demand.  The  whole  question  was 
stated  very  much  as  Alderman  Viles  has  express- 
ed it.  The  same  witnesses  were  present,  appar- 
ently, that  were  there  a  year  ago,  and  they 
enumerated  tne  same  grievances.  One  of  the 
most  persistent  advocates  of  this  almshouse  be- 
ing continued,  admitted  on  cross-examination 
that  he  did  n't  know  anything  about  it,  had  n't 
been  there,  and  it  was  only  a  matter  of  hearsay 
from  his  neighbors  and  general  sympathy  by  the 
people  of  Charlestown.  I  believe  the  committee 
gave  a  patient  and  full  hearing,  and  their  recom- 
mendation is  made  with  all  the  facts  before  them, 
which  of  course  cannot  be  detailed  to  this 
Board.  I  hope  the  report  will  be  accepted  as 
originally  made,  as  I  believe  it  is  the  same  as  was 
made  a  year  ago  on  the  same  subject. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  think  we  can  trust  to  the 
humaniiy  of  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions 
to  take '  charge  of  this  matter,  and  I  hope  the 
order  will  be  passed  without  any  amendment 
whatever. 

Alderman  Curtis— The  gentleman  seems  to  have 
changed  front  suddenly.  He  stated  a  few  mo- 
ments ago  that  the  directors  would  take  care  of 
those  things;  now  he  says  we  are  going  to  open  a 
door  here.  For  what  ?  To  take  care  of  married 
couples.  1  suppose  that  is  his  meaning.  How 
little  a  man  knows  about  married  couples  who 
come  to  want,  it  he  has  never  come  in  contact 
with  them.  I  have  seen  nineteen  years'  service 
on  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  when 
you  come  to  talk  about  only  one  or  two  married 
couples  in  Boston  It  is  perfectly  absurd.  All  lam 
contending  for  is  to  have  that  order  amended  so 
that  married  couples  shall  not  be  separated  from 
this  day  out.  You  shall  not  separate  what  Ood 
has  put  together,  A  married  couple  should  re- 
main together  as  long  as  they  live,  even  if  they 
are  paupers.  I  hope  every  member  of  this  Board 
will  take  it  home  to  his  own  heart. 

Alderman  61ade— So  tar  as  those  two  married 
couples  in  Charlestown  are  concerned,  I  am  will- 
ing to  vote  for  the  amendment,  but  I  do  see  that 
we  are  opening  a  wide  door.  For  instance,  as 
was  stated  by  the  directors  last  year,  there  are 
many  instances  where  friends  will  take  care  of 
one  member  of  the  family.  They  will  care  for  the 
wile,  but  not  for  the  husband.  Now  if  we  provide 
a  place  for  taking  care  of  both  it  is  opening  the 
door  too  far. 

Alderman  Curtis— The  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
don't  take  care  of  both  man  and  wife  unless  they 
apply  for  aid.  They  say  to  the  man,  If  you  are 
able  to  take  care  ot  yourself  we  wi.l  not  take  care 
of  you.  There  is  no  great  danger  of  old  couples 
coming  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  for  support, 
for  the  reason  that  the  people  of  the  United  States 
dread  the  almshouse;  and  you  may  rest  assured 
that  the  old  couples  will  live  together  on  a  mite 
of  bread  from  day  to  day  rather  than  go  to  the 
almshouse.  I  have  followed  it  up  year  after  year, 
and  there  is  no  danger  of  opening  a  door  here  for 
married  couples  coming  iu  and  sitting  down  in 
the  almshouse  for  the  sake  ol  being  supported  by 
tMe  city  of  Boston.  I  say,  amend  that  order  so 
that  il  there  is  one  married  couple  who  cannot 
take  care  of  themselves  they  shall  not  be  sepa- 
rated. When  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  take  care 
of  one  party,  the  other  party  takes  care  of  him- 
self. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  don't  think  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  applies  to  all  married 
couples.  It  seems  to  me  It  applies  only  to  the 
mama  couples  at  this  almshouse — that  they  shall 
not  be  separated. 

The  Chairman— The  order  contemplates  the  dis- 
continuing of  the  almshouse  and  against  the  sep- 
aration of  the  inmates.  It  merely  covers  the  mat- 
ter now  before  us — the  removal  of  the  inmates 
and  discontinuance  of  this  almshouse. 


Alderman  Curtis— I  desire  to  cover  the  whole 
city. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  am  willing  to  accept  the 
amendment  so  far  as  it  applies  to  the  Cnarles- 
town  Almshouse,  and  no  further.  If  the  gentle- 
man means  that  there  must  be  a  provision  made 
for  the  married  couples  hereafter,  it  is  quite  an- 
other question  and  necessitates  the  building  of 
another  place;  and  that  question  is  not  now  be- 
fore us. 

Alderman  Viles— I  do  not  speak  authoritatively 
when  I  say  that  these  two  are  all  the  couples  we 
have  in  the  institutions  in  Boston,  but  I  think  I 
am  correct.  The  directors  do  not  propose  to  open 
any  home  for  that  class  of  paupers,  but  simply  to 
provide  for  these  couples  in  some  respectable  pri 
vate  family,  where  they  can  be  comfortable  and 
never  be  separated. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Curtis  was  adopt- 
ed and  the  order  as  amended  was  passed.  Sent 
down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  permits  to  move 
wooden  buildings  by  W.  R.  Cavanagh.    Accepted. 

Report  that  Kidney  &  Libby  have  leave  to 
remove  trees  in  the  driveway  of  Boston  Sugar 
Refinery,  Sumner  street.    Accepted. 

Report  and  order  for  hearing  on  Monday,  April 
4,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  petition  of  Highland  Railway 
Company  for  location  of  tracks  in  Canal  street 
from  Haymarket  square  to  Causeway  street. 
Order  passed. 

Order  to  abate  edgestone  assessment  88.70  of 
heirs  of  James  Donnelly,  on  Union  avenue,  they 
being  unable  to  pay  the  same.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  telegraph  poles  on  Warren 
street,  belween  Quincy  street  and  Blue  Hill 
avenue,  the  use  of  which  has  been  discontinued 
by  the  Board  ot  Fire  Commissioners,  be  assigned 
to  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  tnstitutious, 
and  that  said  board  be  authorized  to  maintain 
and  occupy  said  poles  until  otherwise  ordered  by 
this  Board.    Passed. 

Order  to  abate  sidewalk  assessment  of  $11.90 
of  Julia  Russell,  at  230  Eighth  street,  she  being  a 
widow  with  seven  children  and  unable  to  pay  said 
assessment.    Passed. 

Orders  to  abate  sundry  sidewalk  and  edgestone 
assessments  on  account  of  errors,  and  reassess  the 
same.    Passed. 

Order  for  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of  A.  A.  Bur- 
rage's  estate   on  Newbury  street.    Passed. 

Schedules  of  cost  of  sidewalks  and  edgestones 
in  sundry  streets,  with  orders  for  the  assessment 
and  collection  of  the  proportionate  part  thereof. 
Orders  severally  passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  Benja- 
min W.  Nichols  to  construct  a  tunnel  under  and 
across  Essex  street,  near  South  street,  for  the 
transmission  of  steam  and  steam  power  from  the 
estate  of  Leopold  Morse  on  the  southerly  side 
ot  Essex  street  to  the  estate  of  said  Benjamin 
W.  Nichols  on  the  northerly  side  of  said 
street;  provided,  that  said  Benjamin  W.  Nich- 
ols shall  first  give  to  the  city  an  agreement 
in  writing  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solici- 
tor, saving  harmless  said  city  against  any  and  aU 
claims  for  damages,  costs  or  expenses  for  or  on 
account  ol  or  in  any  way  growing  out  of  the  con- 
structingor  maintaining  ol  said  tunnel  under  said 
street.  Also  upon  condition  that  said  Nichols 
snail  cause  the  use  of  said  tunnel  to  be  discon- 
tinued and  said  tunnel  removed  whenever  ordered 
so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

METROPOLITAN  RAILROAD. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

City  of  Boston,  in  Board  of  Aldermen,  i 
March  11,  1881.     | 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  for  leave  to  lay  tracks  on  Dartmouth 
street  aud  Huntington  avenue,  respectfully  rec- 
ommend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order 
of  location.  For  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have 
the  right  to  lay  down  double  tracks  on  Dart- 
mouth street,  from  Tremont  street  to  Marlbor- 
ough street,  and  by  means  of   curved    tracks  to 
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connect,  said  tracks  on  Dartmouth  street  with 
the  tracks  onTremont  street  and  on  Marlborough 
street  easterly  and  westerly  of  said  Dartmouth 
street.  Said  company  shall  also  have  the  right 
to  lay  down  double  tracks  on  Huntingtou  ave- 
nue, from  Boylstnu  street  to  West  Chester  park, 
and  to  connect  the  same  with  the  tracks  of  said 
company  at  the  intersection  of  Boylston  street 
and  Huntington  avenue,  and  also  with  the  tracks 
of  said  company  on  West  Chester  park  northerly 
and  southerly  of  Huntington  avenue.  Said  com- 
pany shall  also  have  the  right  to  lay  down  curved 
tracks  to  connect  the  tracks  located  by  this  or- 
der on  Dartmouth  street  and  Huntington  avenue. 

The  tracks  located  by  this  order  are  shown  by 
red  lines  on  plans  drawn  by  Arthur  Hodges,  civil 
engineer,  dated  Feb.  28,  1881,  and  deposited  in 
the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets.  The 
right  to  lay  down  the  tracks  located  by  this  order 
is  upon  condition  that  the  whole  work  of  laying- 
down  said  tracks,  and  the  form  of  rail  to  be  used, 
shall  be  under  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Paving  and  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets,  and  shall  be  approved  by 
them;  also  upon  condition  that  the  space  occu- 
pied by  said  tracks  and  eighteen  inches  outside 
thereof,  and  the  space  between  the  double  tracks, 
shall  be  paved  with  small  granite  blocks,  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets;  also  up- 
on condition  that  the  said  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  shall  accept  this  order  of  location  and 
shall  agree  in  writing  to  comply  with  the  condi- 
tions therein  contained,  and  shall  file  said  ac- 
ceptance and  agreement  with  the  City  Clerk  with- 
in thirty  days  of  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this 
order;  otherwise  it  shall  be  uull  and  void. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

S.  F.  McCleary,  City  Clerk. 

Order  passed. 

TELEPHONE  LOCATIONS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

City  of  Boston,  in  Boaed  of  Aldermen,  1 
March  14, 1881.     ( 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
American  Bell  Telephone  Company  to  erect  ten 
poles  on  Endicott  street,  between  Cross  and 
Causeway  streets;  said  poles  to  be  placed  on  said 
street  in  the  positions  designated  by  red  circles, 
on  a  plan  drawn  by  Clarence  A.  Perkins,  surveyor, 
dated  Feb.  7, 1881,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

This  permit  is  granted  upon  condition  that  said 
American  Bell  Telephone  Company  shall  first  give 
to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing,  saving  harm- 
less said  city  against  any  and  all  claims  for  dam- 
ages, cost  or  expenses,  for,  on  account  of,  or  in 
any  way  growing  out  of,  the  erecting  or  maintain- 
ing of  said  poles  on  said  street. 

Also  upon  condition  that  said  poles  shall  be 
kept  well  painted,  and  in  good  condition,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and 
that  the  wires  shall  be  placed  on  said  poles  not 
less  than  twenty-five  feet  from  the  ground,  and 
that  the  name  of  said  company  shall  be  distinctly 
painted  on  the  cross-bars  used  and  occupied  by 
said  company  on  said  poles. 

Also  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall 
allow  the  Fire  and  Paving   departments   of   this 


city  the  exclusive  use  of  the  top  cross-bar  and 
upper  portion  of  each  pole,  for  the  purpose  of 
placing  wires  thereon. 

Also  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall 
agree  not  to  remove  the  poles  located  by  this  or- 
der without  permission  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  shall  agree  to  remove  said  poles  when 
so  directed  i>y  said  Board. 

Read  twice  and  passed, 

S.  F.  McCleary,  City  Clerk. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  would  ask  if  the  property 
owners  have  been  consulted  in  regard  to  the  set- 
ting of  these  poles.  If  they  have  not,  I  would 
move  to  recommit,  with  instructions  to  consult 
the  property  owners. 

Alderman  Slade — I  don't  think  all  the  abutters 
have  been  consulted.  The  committee  and  the 
agents  of  the  telephone  company  went  over  there 
and  selected  what  they  believed  to  be  the  best 
place  to  put  the  poles,  and  which  would  be  the 
least  objectionable.  Some  of  the  abutters  know 
where  the  poles  are  to  be,  and  where  any  of  them 
thought  the  locations  were  objectionable,  the 
matter  was  well  canvassed.  I  don't  think  thera 
will  be  any  objections  to  this. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  am  aware  that  we  have 
numerous  complaints  in  regard  to  telegraph  and 
telephone  polls,  and  it  is  getting  to  be  almost  a 
nuisance.  I  am  well  aware  that  such  poles  are  an 
absolute  necessity,  but  if  members  of  the  Board 
will  ride  through  the  streets,  i  think  they  will  see 
that  there  are  more  poles  than  there  should  be. 
I  really  doubt  if  we  have  a  right  to  give  these 
companies  unlimited  power  to  erect  these  poles 
without  some  recoinpen»e.  It  seems  to  me  the 
owners  of  property  should  be  consulted.  If  they 
have  been  consulted,  as  the  Chairman  says,  and 
they  give  their  consent,  it  is  all  right;  otherwise 
I  would  move  to  recommit,  that  the  consent  of 
the  abutters  may  be  obtained. 

Alderman  Slade — 1  believe  the  committee  are 
acting  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  laws  In 
regard  to  this  matter.  There  is  no  doubt  about 
it.  There  are  some  cases  where  people  have  come 
here  and  made  objections  to  the  telegraph  poles, 
and  they  have  been  changed.  We  cannot  tell 
whether  the  poles  are  objectionable  until  they 
are  placed. 

Alderman  Woolley — There  is  another  clause, 
that  these  poles  shall  be  kept  in  proper  order  and 
painted.  There  are  some  poles  set  in  the  streets 
of  Boston  which  have  never  been  painted.  They 
are  almost  a  nuisance.  The  Committee  on 
Bridges  have  allowed  them  to  be  put  on  some  of 
the  bridges,  but  the  companies  don't  take  care  of 
them,  and  they  take  away  the  good  looks  of  the 
bridge.  The  committee  are  seriously  considering 
whether  they  ought  to  allow  any  more  poles  on 
the  bridges.  I  have  no  particular  interest  in  it, 
except  I  want  them  to  do  what  is  required  by 
law. 

The  order  was  passed. 

THE  PROPOSED    GENERAL    MEETING    OF    VOTERS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hersey,  the  petition  of 
L.  D.  Welby  and  others  for  a  general  meeting  of 
voters  was  taken  from  the  table  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis. 
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COMMON      COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MARCH    18,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Andrew  J. 
Bailey,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN. 

Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 

Reports  (of  leave  to  withdraw)  on  the  following 
petitions:  ,  .    . 

Of  Mary  Landry,  to  he  paid  tor  personal  inju- 
ries received  in  Nashua  street. 

Of  Elizabeth  Williams,  to  he  paid  for  personal 
injuries  received  in  Washington  street. 

Severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report,  inexpedient  to  take  action  on  the  sub- 
ject of  selling  the  present  fire-boat  and  purchas- 
ing a  new  one.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  to  issue  a  permit  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Plympton  street,  to  Creesy  & 
Noyes.    Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

An  ordinance  in  relation  to  safe-guards  against 
fire,  etc.  Mr.  Whitmore  inquire!  if  this  came 
from  any  committee,  and  the  President  said  It 
did  not  so  appear.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore, 
the  ordinance  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances.    Sent  up.  . 

Order  to  have  submitted  to  the  City  Solicitor 
drafts  of  ordinances  before  they  are  submitted  to 
the  City  Council.  Passed  over,  as  among  debata- 
ble matters,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Whitmore. 
Later  in  the  session  the  order  was  again  consid- 
ered. Mr.  Whitmore  stated  that  this  was  what 
the  committee  or  any  other  department  would  do, 
and  the  order  was  useless.  On  his  motion  the 
order  was  indefinitely  postponed.  Notice  sent  up. 

Report  and  order  for  the  discontinuance  of  the 
Charlestown  Almshouse  and  the  removal  of  the 
inmates  to  Rainsford  Island  and  Austin  Farm, 
provided  there  shall  be  no  separation  of  husbands 
and  wives  where  both  are  inmates.  The  report 
was  declared  accepted.  Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14 
doubted  the  vote,  the  Council  was  divided— 30  for, 
22  against— and  the  report  was  declared  accepted 
in  concurrence.  The  question  then  came  upon 
passing  the  order  to  a  second  reading,  whereupon, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14,  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned 
to  the  next  meeting  at  8%  P.  M. 

Report  and  order  to  transfer  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving  Depart- 
ment, $21,000.  Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18,  an* 
passed  in  concurrence— yeas  61,  nays  0. 

Report  and  order  to  make  the  necessary  trans- 
fers to  close  the  business  of  che  financial  year. 
Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18,  and  passed  in 
concurrence— yeas  60,  nays  0. 

First  Assistant  Assessors. 

Certificate  of  election  of  William  A.  Wheeler 
and  Gideon  Walker  as  First  Assistant  Assessors, 
in  place  of  William  W.  Dromey  and  John  J.  Mnr- 
phy,  chosen  by  this  Council. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  the  Coun- 
cil proceeded  to  an  election. 

Committee— Messrs.  Brown  of  Ward  23,  Hilton 
of  Ward  5,  and  Bowker  of  Ward  16. 

Whole  number  of  ballets 6© 

Necessary  for  a  choice 34 

William  A.  Wheeler  had 30 

Gideon  Walker 31 

William  W.  Dromey 30 

John  J .  Murphy 31 

Gideon  Wheeler 1. 

And  one  ballot  for  Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries, 

not  counted. 

And  there  was  no  choice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  a  second 
ballot  was  ordered. 

Committee— Messrs.Rosnosky  of  Ward  16,  Park- 
man  of  Ward  9,  Hart  of  Ward  18. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 70 

Necessary  to  a  choice •••36 

W.  W.  Dromey  had 26 

John  J.  Murphy 39 

Gideon  Walker 31 

William  A.  Wheeler....' 34 

Mr.  Murphy  was  elected  in  non-concurrence, 
and  on  motion  of  Hr.  Hart  of  Ward  18  a  third  bal- 
lot was  ordered. 


Committee— Messrs.  Viles  of  Ward  8,  Maguire 
of  Ward  19,  Walsh  of  Ward  3. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 70 

Necessary  to  a  choice 36 

W.  W.  Dromevhad 33 

Gideon  Walker 14 

William  A.  Wheeler 23 

There  being  no  choice,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fitz- 
patrick  of  Ward  8  a  fourth  ballot  was  ordered. 
The  same  committee  acted  as  before: 

Whole  number  of  ballots 69 

Necessary  for  a  choice 35 

W.  W.  Dromey  had 30 

Gideon  Walker 12 

William  A.  Wheeler 26 

L.  Foster  Morse 1 

And  there  was  no  choice. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ware  25  moved  that  the  roll  be 
called  to  ascertain  the  number  present.  Carried. 
Mr.  Whitmore  inquired  whether  Mr.  Bigelow 
wanted  to  have  the  roll  called  in  accordance  with 
rule  67,  which  provides  that  it  may  be  done  after 
a  ballot  is  ordered. 

The  President  said  the  roll  call  had  been  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  he  did  n't  believe  Mr.  Bige- 
iow  had  got  what  he  wanted,  and  moved  a  recon- 
sideration, which  was  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  2,  another 
ballot  was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bigelow  the  roll  was  called, 
with  the  following  result: 

Present— Messrs.  Bailey,  Barry,  Bartlett,  Beal, 
Bigelow,  Bowker,  Boyle,  Brim'oecom,  Brown, 
Child,  H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Connell, 
Costello,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Daly,  Dana,  Denney, 
Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery, 
Parwell,  Fisk,  Fitzpatrick,  Ford,  Freeman,  Go- 
mez, Gove,  Greenough,  Hagar,  Harding,  Hart, 
Hilton,  Hosley,  Huntress,  Lauten,  Lorell,  Ma- 
guire, Mathews,  McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin, 
P.  J.  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Means,  N.  M- 
Morrison,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Murphy,  Park- 
man,  Pope,  Powers,  Pratt,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Ros- 
nosky, Smith,  Swan,  Teevan,  Viles,  Wakefield, 
Walsh,  Welch,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Whitmore,  Wil- 
liams—70. 
Absent— Messrs.  John  Doherty,  Pray— 2. 
Committee— Messrs.  Doherty  of  Ward  2,  Bige- 
low of  Ward  25  and  Fisk  of  Ward  20. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 70 

Necessary  for  a  choice 36 

W.  W.  Dromey  had 30 

William  A.  Wbeeler  had 29 

Gideou  Walker  had 11 

And  there  .was  no  choice.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Lovell  of  Ward  1  another  ballot  was  ordered. 
The  same  committee  were  appointed  as  before. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 70 

Necessary  for  a  choice... » 36 

W.  W.  Dromey  had 34 

Wm.  A.  Wheeler 35 

Gideon  Walker 1 

And  there  was  no  choice.  On  motion  o£  Mr. 
Maguire  of  Ward  19,  another  ballot  was  ordered. 
The  same  committee  were  appointed. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 70 

Necessary  for  a  choice 36 

W.  W.  Dromey  had 34 

Wm.  A.  Wheeler .\ 36 

Mr.  Wheeler  was  declared  elected   in   concur- 
rence. 
Sent  up. 

J>irectors  of  East  Boston  Ferries. 
A  certificate  came  down  of  the  election  of  P.  F. 
Griffin  in  concurrence  and  Edward  Pearl  in  place 
of  Martin  M.  Hancock,  for  Directors  of  East  Bos- 
ton Ferries. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  1  the  Coun- 
cil proceeded  to  ballot. 

Committee— Messrs.  Morrison  of  Ward  1,  Con- 
nell of  Ward  20,  Lauten  of  Ward  14. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 70 

Necessary  to  a  choice 86 

Martin  M.  Hancock  had 39 

Edward  Pearl 36 

Mr.  Hancock  was  declared  elected  in  concur- 
rence.   Sent  up. 

SECOND  ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17,  the  rule 
was  suspended  and  he  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Assessors' 
Department  respectfully  recommend  the  election 
of  the  following-named  persons  for  second  as- 
sistant assessors: 

Ward  1— Isaiah  Whitten. 

Ward  2— Daniel  J.  Sweeney. 
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Ward  3— Michael  J.  Henrity. 

Ward  4— D.  D.  Taylor. 

Ward  5— Dennis  &  Quirk. 

Ward  6— John  F.  Kelly,  Albert  E.  Proctor. 

Ward  7— John  Pattiso'n. 

Ward  8— Edward  B.  Daily. 

Ward  9— Clark  Gilford. 

Ward  10— John  Robertson,  John  E.  S.  Damrell. 

Wa-d  11— Charles  H.  Clark,  Hiram  Ames. 

Ward  12— John  Osborne,  Jr.,  Alfred  I.  Wood- 
bury. 

Ward  13— Thomas  A.  Jackson, 

Ward  14— Charles  C.  Kendall. 

Ward  15— John  T.  O'Connor. 

Ward  16— James  P.  Gordon. 

Ward  17— Christopher  C.  Ryder. 

Ward  18— George  A.  King. 

Ward  19— William  F.  Butler. 

Ward  20— Thomas  F.  Shaughnessy,  Charles  J. 
Kidney. 

Ward  21— Walter  B.  Wood,  George  Warren. 

Ward  22—  Patrick  H.  Rogers. 

Ward  23— John  F.  Pavson,  Thomas  W.  Seaverns. 
Jr. 

Ward  24 — Isaac  S.  Lucas,  William  Melville. 

Ward  25— John  H.  Pierce. 

For  the  Committee, 

Dodley  R.  Child. 

Mr.  Child  moved  the  acceptance  ot  the  report 
be  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  eight 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  when  the  First  Assistants  were  nomi- 
nated some  of  the  committee  announced  they 
could  not  support  the  nominees,  and  he  inquired 
of  Mr.  Child  it  they  can  support  these  nomina- 
tions. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19  favored  action  to- 
night, as  there  was  .great  bother  to  and  pressure 
upon  members. 

Mr.  Child  thought  if  the  same  disposition  of  the 
matter  could  be  made  as  in  the  case  of  the  First 
Assistants,  it  would  be  well. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21  moved  to  assign  to  a 
week  from  next  Thursday,  at  7.30  o'clock. 

Mr.  Child  objected,  as  it  would  put  off  the  elec- 
tion longer  than  it  should  be. 

Mr.  Smith's  amendment  was  rejected,  and 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  was  special- 
ly assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  eight  o'clock 
P.M. 

Mr.  Child  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

TUE  APPROPRIATION  KILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18  the  rule  was 
suspended,  and  he  submitted  the  following  (City 
Doc.  43): 

In  Common  Council,        I 
Friday,  March  18, 1881.  j 

The  joint  special  committee  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  estimates  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts, 
of  the  money  which  will  be  required  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  the  county  of 
Suffolk  for  the  financial  year  commencing  May  1, 
1881,  and  terminating  April  30,  1882  (City  Docu- 
ment No.  34),  having  fully  considered  the  same, 
would  respectfully  report  that  they  received  the 
following  requests: 

From  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions, that  the  amount  for  pauper  expenses  be 
increased  $11,000,  in  consequence  ot  a  recent  rul- 
ing of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  in  relation  to 
the  settlement  of  married  women. 

From  W.  H.  Bradley,  Superintendent  of  Sewers, 
that  in  consequence  of  a  larger  exuenditure  for 
the  surface  drainage  of  new  streets,  laid  out  by 
the  Street  and  Paving  departments,  and  the 
building  of  one  or  two  large  sewers  in  districts 
where  nothing  has  yet  been  done,  825,000  more 
than  asked  for  will  be  needed  for  the  Sewer  De- 
partment. 

From  the  Committee  on  Stony  Brook  Improve- 
ment, "That  said  improvement  will  require,  dur- 
ing the  coming  financial  year,  in  addition  to  the 
balance  of  the  loan  now  unexpended,  a  sum  of 
$45,000  to  pay  lor  work  and  damages  not  contem- 
plated in  original  estimate;  thus,  $19,000  is  to  be 
expended  to  avoid  any  claim  for  damages  by  the 
Boston  Belting  Company,  812,000  to  pay  uncalled 
awards  for  land  damage  and  rebuild  work  in 
West  Roxbury,  and  about  .$10,000  to  replace  money 
diverted  to  income  by  materials  sold  to  other  de- 
partments. 

From  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction, 
that  812,500  were  required  for  land  for  the  en- 
largement ot  the  yard  of  the  Prince  Schoolhouse, 
paving  the  same,  and  building  retaining  walls. 


These  requests  were  severally  acted  on  favora- 
bly by  your  committee. 

The  question  ot  providing  the  means  for  the 
extension  of  Harrisou  avenue  from  Essex  street 
to  Bedford  street,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  by  the  City  Council,  was  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  committee  by  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts tor  that  committee,  and  we  have  decided 
to  place  $130,000  required  for  that  purpose  in  the 
appropriation  order,  which  is  less  the  estimated 
amount  for  payment  of  the  land  to  be  taken  from 
the  English  High  and  Latin  Schoolhouse  lot  on 
Bedford  street,  provision  for  payment  for  the 
same  being  made  from  the  betterments  to  be  de- 
rived from  this  improvement. 

The  committee  believing,  from  an  investigation 
of  the  several  projects  for  street  extensions  em- 
braced in  the  order  accompanying  the  report, 
that  they  are  actual  necessities  at  this  time,  are 
decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  the  money  for  their 
accomplishment  should  be  met  by  taxation,  and 
not  by  borrowing,  a  policy  which  has  been  satis- 
factorily pursued  for  some  time  past. 

The  amount  asked  tor  by  the  School  Committee 
has  been  reduced  in  the  total  334,586,  but  is  $1910 
in  excess  of  the  amount  required  for  the  carrying 
on  of  the  schools  during  the  present  financial 
year,  including  the  original  and  additional  appro- 
priations voted  by  the  City  Council. 

The  amount  asked  for  the  Paving  Department 
is  reduced  from  $1,152,800  to  $1,000,000. 

The  following  are  the  reductions  recommended, 
viz. : 


Advertising 

Assessors'  Department 

Bridges 

Cedar  Grove  Cemetery 

Common,  etc.,  current  expenses.. 

"         fences  and  curbs 

Health  Department 

Paving  Department 

Police  Department 

Schools 

Widening  streets 


Also  that  the  following  named  re- 
quests be  stricken  out  of  the  esti- 
mates: 

Storehouse,  Gallop's  Island 

Western-avenue  Bridge  to  Watertown  — 


Total  reductions,  etc. 


8200 

1.500 

4.000 

2. GOO 

2.500 

2,000 

2,000 

152,800 

8,2X2 

34,586 

15,000 


8241,898 


They  recommend  that  additions  be 
made  as  follows,  viz.: 

Harrison-avenue  extension 

Pauper  expenses 

Prince  Schoolhouse  yard,  etc 

Sewer  Department 

Stony  Brook  Improvement 


Total  additions.. 


Total  reduction  of  amounts  asked  for.. 
Total  increase  of  amounts 


Net  reduction  of  the  estimates.. 


8223,500 


21241,898 
223,500 


818,398 


The  total  amount  required  by  the  order 
accompanying  this  report  is 810,436,21 7 

Deduct  income,  as  per  Auditor's  esti- 
mates        2,302,892 

88,073,325 
To  which  add  four  per  cent,  for  non-pay- 
ment of  taxes  during  the  financial  year.  322,933 

We  have  the  total  amount  to  be  raised  by 
taxation  in  1881,  for  the  expenditures 
of  the  city  of  Boston  and  county  of  Suf- 
folK,  exclusive  of  State  tax 88,396,258 


To  raise  this  amount  of  $8,396,258,  with  the  State 
tax  as  estimated  with  the  assessors'  percentage 
less  the  poll  taxes,  based  on  the  valuation  of  the 
city  last  year,  will  require  a  tax  this  year  of  $14.15 
on  each  $1000  of  property,  against  $15.20  last  year. 
The  average  tax  for  seven  years  past  has  been 
$13  66. 

The  passage  is  recommended  of  the  accompany- 
ing orders,  making  the  several  appropriations  for 
the  financial  year  1881-82,  providing  for  the  use  of 
certain  moneys  remaining  in  the  City  Treasury, 
April  30, 1881,  and  levying  a  tax  for  the  year  1881 
to  meet  the  same,  le.-s  I  lie  income  and  cash  in  the 
Treasury,  and  for  payment  of  interest  on  account 
of  non-payment  ot  taxes. 

For  the  Committee, 

DEEIOK  O.  Prince, 

Chairman. 
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Orders 

Relating  to  the  Specific  Appropriations  for  the 
Financial  Year  1881-82,  ana  authorizing  the  use 
of  certain  inonejs  to  meet  the  same. 
It  is  hereby  ordered  by  the  City  Council,  That, 
to  defray  the  expenditures  of  the  city  of  Boston 
and  the  county  of  Suffolk  for  the  financial  year 
which  will  commence  with  the  first  day  of  May, 
1881,  and  end  with  the  last  day  of  Ipril,  1882,  thefol- 
ollowingsums  of  money  be,  and  the  same  are  here- 
by respectively  appropriated  for  the  objects  and 
purposes  «,s  explained  in  the  Auditor  of  Accounts' 
Jistimates  (City  Document  No.  34, 1881),  and  in  the 
applications  of  the  various  committees,  officers 
and  boards  contained  and  printed  in  said  docu- 
ment. 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  That  no  money  shall 
be  expended,  and  no  debts  be  incurred,  for  any 
object  or  purpose  for  which  a  specific  appropria- 
tion is  herein  made,  beyond  the  amount  which  is 
so  specifically  appropriated,  except  as  herein  au- 
thorized, and  with  a  proper  regard  thereto. 
Whenever  the  amounts  herein  designated  and  ap- 
propriated have  been  expended,  and  an  addition- 
al sum  is  required,  or  whenever  the  estimates  for 
the  completion  of  any  object,  or  for  any  purpose, 
exceed  the  appropriation  herein  specially  made, 
or  whenever  an  expenditure  is  required  for  an 
object  or  a  purpose  not  herein  contemplated,  the 
Committee,  hoard  or  officer  having  charge  thereof 
and  authority  to  expend  the  same  shall  furnish 
to  the  City  Council  a  detailed  statement  in  print 
of  the  expenditures  already  made,  and  the  neces- 
sity for  an  additional  appropriation;  and  no  con- 
tract shall  be  made,  nor  expenditure  authorized, 
in  either  case,  unless  provision  for  the  same  shall 
he  made  by  special  transfer  from  some  of  the  ap- 
propriations herein  contained,  or  by  creating  a 
loan  therefor. 

When  application  shall  be  made  for  an  appro- 
priation other  than  herein  specified  to  be  pro- 
vided for  by  transfer  or  loan,  such  appropriation- 
shall  not  be  made  until  the  application  has  been 
referred  to,  and  reported  upon  by,  the  Committee 
on  Finance.  No  order  authorizing  the  borrowing 
of  money,  or  th3  transfer  of  one  appropriation  or 
part  of  an  appropriation  to  another  appropria- 
tion, shall  be  passed,  unless  two-thirds  ol  the 
whole  number  of  the  members  of  each  branch 
of  the  City  Council  vote  in  the  affirmative 
by  vote  taken  by  yea  and  nay.  No  presid- 
ing officer  of  a  board  or  chairman  of  a  com- 
mittee, unless  duly  authorized  by  such  board  or 
committee,  shall  approve  any  bill  or  account 
against  the  city. 

Provided,  however,  that  any  sums  of  money 
which  may  be  subscribed  or  contributed  by  indi- 
viduals to  promote  the  objects  of  any  of  the  fol- 
lowing appropriations,  and  whicb  form  no  part 
of  the  estimated  income  of  the  city,  shall  be 
strictly  applied,  according  to  the  intention  of  the 
contributors,  and  shall  be  credited  to  such  appro- 
priations accordingly;  that  is  to  say,  for — 

Advertising— Fifteen  hundred  dollars $1,500 

Architect's  Department  —  Twelve  thou- 
sand dollars 12,000 

Armories— Twenty  thousand  dollars 20,000 

Assessors'     Department  —  Ninety-seven 

thousand  five  "hundred  dollars 97,500 

Auditors'  Department  —  Eighteen  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars 18,500 

Board  of  Health— Ninety  thousand  nine 
hundred  dollars,  viz. : 

Board  of  Health $63,000 

Evergreen  Cemetery 1 ,500 

Publiebaths 12,000 

Quarantine  Department 14,400 

90,900 

Boston  Harbor — Five  thousand  dollars 5,000 

Bridges— Seventy  thousand   dollars,  viz.: 

Bridges,  ordinary $60,000 

Mt.  Washingtou-avenue  Bridge, 

new  floor,  etc 10,000 

70,000 

Cedar   Grove   Cemetery— Five    thousand 

dollars 5,000 

Chestnut   Hill  Driveway— Five   thousand 

eight  hundred  dollars 5,800 

City  Debt— Seven  hundred  and  thirty-one 
thousand  five  hupdred  and  one  dollars, 
to  be  paid  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
on  the  Sinking  Funds  for  the  payment 
or  redemption  of  the    city  debt,  Dec.  1, 

1881 731,601 

City   Hospital— One  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  thousand  nine  hundred  dollars..,..  139,900 
City  Registrar's  Department — Ten  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars 10,600 

Collector's  Department— Forty-nine  thou- 
sand dollars 49,000 

Common  and  Public  Grounds— Fifty-nine 
thousand  dollars,  viz.: 


Current  expenses $47 ,500 

Trees 5,000 

Fences  and  curbs 2,500 

Plank  walks 4,000 


59,000 


Contingent  Funds— Sixteen  thousand  nine 
hundred  dollars,  viz. : 

For  the  expenses  of  the  joint  standing  and 
special  committees  of  the  City  Council, 
not  having  charge  of  any  appropriations 
of  money,  incurred  by  said  committees 
while  in  the  discharge  of  their  official 
duties,  the  bills  for  the  same  to  be  audit- 
ed and  allowed  for  payment  by  the  Au- 
ditor of  Accounts,  upon  their  first  being 
approved  by  the  Mayor, Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. and  the  President  of 
the  Common  Council $6,400 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Mayor,  the  bills  for  which 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts  is  au- 
thorized to  audit  ana  allow  for 
payment  upon  their  being  ap- 
proved by  the  Mayor 1,500 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Board  <rf  Aldermen,  to  be 
expended  in  such  manner  as 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  shall 
order,  and  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts is  authorized  to  audit 
and  allow  for  payment  bills  so 
ordered,  upon  their  being  ap- 
proved by  the  Mayor  and  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen          5,100 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Common  Council,  to  be  ex- 

g ended  in  such  manner  as  the 
ommon  Council  shall  order, 
and  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  is 
authorized  to  audit  and  allow 
for  payment  all  bills  so  order- 
ed, upon  their  being  approved 
by  the  Mayor  and  President  of 

the  Common  Council 3,900 

16,900 

East  Boston  Ferries— One  hundred  and 
eighty  thousand  six  hundred  dollars 180,600 

Engineer's  Department  —  Twenty-eight 
thousand  dollars 28,000 

Fire  Department— Five  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  and  sixty  dollars,  viz: 

Fire  Department $537,260 

Fire-alarm  Telegraph 21,800 

Bells  and  clocks 1,000 

560,060 

Health  Department— Three  hundred  and 
forty-five  thousand  dollars 345,000 

Incidental  Expenses— Sixty  thousand  dol- 
lars   60,000 

Inspection  of  Buildings  —  Twenty  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars....  20,750 

Interest — One  million  five  hundred  and 
fifty-nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eleven  dollars 1,659,711 

Lamps  —  Four  hundred  and  thirty-one 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars 431,500 

Law  Department— Twenty-one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighty  dollars 21,880 

Liquor  License  Expenses— The  amount  of 
expenditures  for  salaries  of  clerks,  and 
police  officers  specialty  detailed,  clerks 
m  City  Clerk '8  and  Collector's  offices, 
and  all  other  expenses  connected  with 
the  issuing  of  liquor  licenses,  to  be  paid 
from  the  amount  received  for  licenses, 
all  excess  of  revenue  over  expenditures 
to  remain  in  the  treasury  at  the  close  of 
the[financial  year,  April  30, 1882,  sub- 
1eot  to  the  order  of  the  City  Council. 

Markets — Nine  thousand  five  hundred  and 
fifty  doUais 9,650 

Mt.  Hone  Cemetery— Thirteen  thousand 
dollars 18,000 

Old  claims— Two  thousand  dollars 2,000 

Oveiseers  of  the  Poor— One  hnudred  and 
twelve  thousand  four  hundred  dollars, 
viz.: 

Current  expenses $96,400 

Lodge  for  Wayfarers 8,000 

Temporary  Home 8,000 

112,400 

Park  Department— Ten  thousand  dollars, 

viz.: 

Office  expenses,  engineering,  sur- 
veying, etc $5,000 

Surveying,  plans  and  investiga- 
tion'Muddy  Kiver 6,000 

10,000 

Paving  Department— One  million  dollars.      1,000,000 
Police  Department— Nine  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars 900,000 

Printing      and      stationery.— Thirty-foux 

thousand  dollars 34,000 

Public    Buildings.— Ninety-one    thousand 
five  hundred  dollars,  viz.: 
Ordinary  repairs  and  alterations 
of   certain  buildings,  care  of 

City  Hall,  etc $35,000 

South  City  Wharves,  new   pil- 
ing, covering,  and  capping 6,500 

91,500 
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Public  Institutions— Five  hundred  and 
ten  thousand  rive  hundred  dollars,  viz.: 

House  of  Industry 8155,000 

House  of  Correction 86,300 

Lunatic  Hospital 45,000 

Office  Expenses 7,700 

Pauper  Expenses 122,600 

Steamboat  "J.  P.  Bradlee,"..     15.000 

Marcella-street  Home 35.000 

Almshouse,  Austin  Farm 20,000 

Stone  ■  cutting,     Deer      and 

Ralusford    Islands 12.000 

Steam-heating— Lunatic  Hos- 
pital        8,000 

Austin  Farm,  stock,  eic 4,000 

510,600 

Public-  Lands— One  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars 1,500 

Public  Library— One  hundred  and  fifteen 
thousand  dollais 115,000 

Public  Park,  Back  Bay— Two  hundred  and 
two  thousand  dollars,  viz.: 

For  abutments  of  bridge  over  Boston  & 
Albany  R.  R.,  Boylston  street  arch, 
gravel  filling  and  general  work 202,000 

Record  Commissioners — F'our  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars 4,600 

Registration  of  Voters  and  Election  Ex- 
penses— Fortv  thousand  dollars,  viz.: 

Reeistrat ion  of  voters §25,000 

Election  expenses 16.006 

40,000 

Reserved  Fund— One  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-rive  thousand  dollars 175,000 

Salaries— Tbinv-four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars . .' 34,500 

Schools  and  Schonlhouses  —  One  million 
six  hundred  and  five  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars,  viz.: 

School  Instructors 81.116.000 

School   expenses.  School  Com- 
mittee       246,000 

Salaries  of  officers .  school  Com- 
mittee           53.700 

The    Auditor   of    Accounts   is 

hereby    authorized    to    transfer 

from      Salaries    of     Instructors, 

Salaries      of     Officers,      School 

Committee,    or    School    Expen- 
ses,    School     Committee,      such 

unexpended  balances  as  may  be 

needed  to  make  up  any  deficien- 
cy that  mav  occur  in  'either  of 

the  three  named  appropriations. 

Schoolhouses,  public  buildings..   157,000 

Grammar  sohoolhouse,  Egleston 
Square,  steam-heating  appara- 
tus and  furniture 6,500 

Primary  schoolbouse.  Seventh 
street,  completion  of,  heating 
apparatus  and  furniture 0.000 

Primary  schoolhonse.  Avon 
place,  addition  to  building...         5,000 

Prince  St.-noolhouse,  additional 
lana  for  yard,  paving  of  same, 

and  retaining  walls 12,500 

81,605,760 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures— Seven 
thousand  and  five  dollars 7,005 

Sewer  Department— One  hundred  and 
ninety-live  thousand  dollars,  viz.: 

Constructing  catch-basins,  new- 
sewers,  repaiis,  etc glEO.COO 

Stnnv  Brook  improvement,  com- 
pletion of 45,000 

195,000 

Sinking  Fund  Commissioners— Three 
thousand  live  hundred  dollars 3,500 

Surveyor's  Department— Twenty-eight 
thousand  dollars 28,000 

Treasurer's       Department— Twenty-four  4,000 

thousand  dollars 24,000 

Water  "Works— The  amount  of  expendi- 
tures for  carrying  on,  maintaining  ami 
extending  tlie  Cochituate  Water  WorkB, 
including  the  salaries  of  officers  and  pay 
of  laborers  (8306,015)  and  the  interest 
on  the  Cochituate  water  loans  and  pre- 
mio:  ige  witli  which  part  of 

said  Interest  ii  paid  (8030,248),  to  be 
paid  from  the  revenue  received  from 
said  works,  and  all  excess  of  revenue,  if 
any,  over  said  payments  to  be  paid  to 
the  Board  i  Commissioners  cm  the 
Sinking  Funds  for  the  special  redemp- 
tion of  said  loans. 

The  amount  of  expenditures  for  main- 
taining, extending  and  earning  on  the 
Mystic  Wat'-r  Works, including  the  sala- 
ries of  officers,  pay  of  laborers,  as  esti- 
mated by  the  Boston  Water  Board 
1 880,11 4 1,  and  the  interest  on  the  Mystic 
Water  Loans  (064,300),  to  be  defrayed 
from  Hi'-  revenue  received  from  said 
works,  and  all  excess,  if  any,  of  revenue 
over  said  payments  to  be  Daid  to  the 
Sinking  Fund  for  the  special  redemp- 
tion of  said  loans. 

West  Boston  and  other  bridges— Seven 
thousand  dollars 7,000 

Widening  and  extending  streets— Four 
hundred  and  forty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars, viz.: 


Ordinary  widenings  and    exten- 
sions and  unsettled  claims,  for 

same,  etc 8100,000 

Columbus -avenue    extension 
southwardly      from      Camden 

street 05,000 

Commonwealth    avenue,     exten- 
sion, completing 50,000 

D  street,   extension    under    Old 
Colony   Railroad   track,   South 

Boston 55,000 

Harrison-avenue  extension,  from 
Essex  street  to  Bedford  street . .  130,000 
[This  amount  being  for  the 
payment  of  all  claims  for  lands 
and  damages  on  account  of  said 
extension  of  Harrison  avenue 
from  Essex  street  to  Bedford 
street,  except  that  for  laud 
taken  from  the  English  High 
and  Latin  School  lot  on  Bedford 
street.  In  lieu  thereof  there 
shall  be  taken  from  the  better- 
ments received  from  said  exten- 
sion bythe  Board  of  Commission- 
ers on  the  Sinking  F'unds  an 
amount  equal  to  tiie  award  made 
bythe  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners for  said  land  and  dam- 
ages, to  be  used  by  them  in  can- 
celling an  equal  amount  of  the 
English  High  and  Latin  School 
Buildings  loan  of  May  25,  1877.] 
Huntington  -  avenue  extension 
from  Camden  street  to  Parker 

street 45,000 

445,000 

Toi-al  for  city  of  Boston 810,111,217 

County  of  Suffolk— Three  hundred   and 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars 325,000 

Total  for  the  citv  of  Boston  and  the 
county  of  Suffolk 810,436,217 


Say  ten  million  four  hundred  and  thirty-six 
thousand  two  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars. 

Ordered,  That  the  moneys  derived  from  the 
excess  ot  revenue  from  liquor  licenses,  excess  of 
income  and  taxes  over  estimated  income  and 
taxes,  and  such  balances  of  appropriations  in 
excess  of  expenditures  at  the  close  of  this  finan- 
cial year,  April  30,  1881,  as  remain  in  the  treasury, 
be  used  toward  meeting  the  aforesaid  appropria- 
tions for  the  financial  year  1881-82. 

Statement  by  the  Auditor  of  Accounts. 

From  the  amount  appropriated  by  the  pre- 
ceding order,  viz 810,436,217 

Deduct  the  amount  ot  estimated  income, 
as  stated  on  page  27,  City  Document  No. 
34,  1881 2.362,802 

We  have  the  amount  to  be  raised  by  taxa- 
tion     88,073,325 

To  raise  this  amount  of  88.073,325  will, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts, require  a  gross  tax  of 88,306,258 

(See  Tax  Levy  order,  page  14.) 

From  which,  deduct'ng  the  amount  which 
will  not  be  paid  into  the  treasury  within 
the  financial  year,  say 322,933 

We  have  the  balance  required,  as  above 
stated 88,073,325 

City  of  Boston. 
In  Common  Council,  i 

Friday,  March  18,  1881.  J 
Orders 
Laying  a  specific  tax  to  defray  the  expenses  of 

the  city  of  Boston  and  the  County  of  Suffolk 

for  the  financial  year  1881-82,   and  providing  for 

interest  on  non-payment  of  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  sum  of  eight  million  three 
hundred  and  ninety-six  thousand  two  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  (.$8,300,258)  dollars  be  raised  on  the  polls 
and  estates  taxable  in  this  city,  according  to  law, 
to  pay  the  current  expenses  of  the  city  of  lloston 
and  the  County  of  Suffolk  during  the  financial 
year,  which  will  commence  with  the  first  day  of 
May,  1881,  and  end  with  the  last  day  of  April, 
1882. 

Ordered,  That,  in  pursuance  of  the  authority 
of  chapter  74  of  the  acts  of  1879,  all  taxes  assessed 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  city  of  Boston  and  county  of  Suf- 
folk, for  the  financial  year  1881-82,  and  for  pay- 
ing the  city's  proportion  of  the  State  tax  of  1881, 
shall  be  due  and  payable  on  the  first  day  of 
November,  1881;  and,  if  the  same  shall  remain 
unpaid,  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per 
annum  shall  be  charged  upon  all  such  taxes  as 
shall  not  be  paid  at  that  date;  and,  upon  all  taxes 
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that,  shall  remain  unpaid  on  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1882,  there  shall  be  charged  interest  at  the 
rate  of  seven  per  cent,  per  annum;  and  all  the 
interest  that  shall  have  become  due  from  and 
after  the  above-named  dates  shall  be  added  to 
and  be  a  part  or  such  taxes:  provided,  however, 
that  the  taxes  assessed  by  authority  of  chapter 
315  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1873,  upon  the  shares 
of  national  banks  and  of  other  corporations, 
shall  be  due  and  payable  on  the  first  day  of 
November,  1881,  and  interest  shall  be  charged  as 
provided  in  said  act  upon  all  such  taxes  as 
remain  unpaid  alter  that  date,  at  tne  rate  of 
twelve  per  cent,  per  annum. 

The  question  was  upou  giving  the  several  or- 
ders a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Pratt  moved  to  refer  so  much  of  the  report 
as  relates  to  schools  and  schoolhouses  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  with  a  request 
that  they  consider  and  report  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  trie  Council. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11—1  should  like  to  ask 
what  advantage  it  will  be  to  have  this  matter  so 
referred?  As  I  understand  it,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction  will  not  be  able  to  cut  the  ap- 
propriation down  and  conttue  the  School  Commit- 
tee to  the  reduced  appropriation.  It  seems  to  me 
we  shall  gain  nothing  by  referring  that  matter 
back  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 
The  appropriation  has  been  cut  down  some  thir- 
ty-four" thousand  dollars  by  the.  Committee  on 
Auditor's  Estimates,  and  I  understand  that  the 
amount  which  they  have  reported  this  year  is 
just  the  same  as  the  amount  which  the  schools 
nave  cost  the  past  year.  That  is,  they  have  re- 
duced the  amount  which  the  School  Committee 
asked  for  to  the  amount  which  they  have  expend- 
ed the  past  year.  I  fail  to  see  that  anything  is  to 
be  arained  by  referring  this  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Wharton  or  Ward  11 — I  entirely  agree  with 
my  colleague  from  Ward  11.  I  cannot  see  any 
object  in  referring  this  part  of  the  report.  This 
whole  matter  was  before  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Instruction  before  it  went  to  the  Committee 
on  Auditor's  Estimates,  and  that  committee  were 
of  the  opinion  that  they  had  no  powers  in  the 
premises.  Therefore,  I  think  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  21  perfectly  futile,  and 
hope  it  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  thought  I  saw  you  smile,  sir,  when 
the  gentleman  last  up  was  making  his  remarks 
about  my  motion  being  futile  and  nis  allusion  to 
the  previous  consideration  of  the  subject.  You 
will  recollect  that  the  auditor  did  send  up  the  re- 
quest of  the  school  committee  to  our  committee. 
The  question  was  raised  tnat  the  matter  had  not 
been  referred  to  us  by  any  order  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, and  we  had  nothing  to  do  with  it;  so  it  was 
sent  back  without  action,  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction  has  not  taken 
any  action  on  this  question.  1  merely 
offered  that  motion  to  save  the  time 
of  the  Council.  But  I  wish  to  remark  that  it  was 
not  my  purpose  to  attempt  any  reduction  of  this 
appropriation.  It  was  my  wish  to  have  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction  consider  with  me  an 
amendment  to  the  order,  or  an  additional  order  in 
connection  with  it,  as  might  seem  best.  1  think 
the  gentlemen  who  have  just  spoken  on  this  mat- 
ter are  well  aware  of  what  the  nature  of  that  or- 
der will  be,  and  although  it  was  suggested  at  a 
previous  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction, it  has  never  been  acted  upon,  or  even 
considered  under  circumstances  which  tend  to  a 
just  conclusion.  Without  making  the  story  any 
longer,  I  think  it  is  perfectly  proper  for  us  to  iu- 
sert  a  clause  in  this  order  of  appropriation,which 
shall  in  effect  limit  the  School  Committee  to  the 
amount  named  in  their  appropriation.  I  think 
that  is  a  proposition  which  the  Council  will  agree 
t.o  if  brought  forward  in  proper  shape.  It  is  for 
the  purpose  of  having  the  committee  consider  it 
and  letting  the  amendment  take  proper  shape, 
that  I  offer  the  motion.  It  will  only  require  a  lit- 
tle attention  of  the  committee,  and  can  be  report- 
ed at  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — This  matter  seems 
to  be  in  a  hopeless  muddle  to  the  other  members 
of  the  Council  as  well  as  to  myself.  I  received 
this  document  just  a  moment  ago.  I  can  only 
know  what  it  means  by  what  I  can  gather  iroiu 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21.  It 
is  understood  that  there  has  been  something 
done  contrary  to  the  usual  course  of  business, 
and  that  there  is  something  in  it  which  has  not 
been  considered  by  the  appropriate  committee. 
if  that  is  so,  it  vitiates  the  whole  document.  I 
move  that  the  whole  report  be  recommitted,  so 


that  they  can  consider  it.  I  see  two  or  three  cu- 
rious things  on  the  second  page  which  may  need 
further  consideration.  Therefore  I  would  move, 
as  an  amendment  to  the  gentleman's  motion, 
that  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  recommitted, 
and  then  the  committee  can  arrange  it  between 
themselves,  and  bring  in  something  that  the  rest 
of  us  can  understand. 

Mr.  Wharton — May  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  what 
committee  he  would  refer  this  whole  matter? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  understand  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  21  desires  to  have  certain  portions  of 
the  report  referred  to  the  Commitiee  on  Public 
Instruction,  and  I  move,  as  an  amendment  to 
that  motion,  that  the  remainder  of  the  report  be 
recommitted  to  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
Auditor's  Estimates,  for  I  suppose  it  is  not  im- 
possible that  they  may  have  to  repriot  some  of  it 
at  least.  We  ought  to  send  it  back  into  the  com- 
mittee's hands,  so  that  there  shall  be  a  complete 
matter  before  us.  I  offer,  as  an  amendment,  that 
the  remainder  of  the  report  be  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18— Before  that  portion  of 
the  report  is  referred  to  the  committee,  I  should 
like  to  have  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  give  us 
some  reasons  why  he  wants  it  referred  back  to 
the  Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates. 

Mr.  Whitmore— My  reason  is  this :  We  have  a 
large  document;  instead  of  taking  it  up  and 
treating  it  topic  by  topic,  it  is  undertaken  to  push 
it  through  by  its  title  on  the  first  evening,  and 
then  all  the  debate  will  have  to  come  on  the  next 
meeting,  when  the  orders  come  up  for  passage. 
As  I  knew  of  no  objection,  I  did  n't  object.  But 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  objpcts  to  one  item. 
I  see  cause  myself,onthe  second  and  other  pages, 
to  object  to,  and  probably  other  gentlemen  have 
their  views.  I  understand  that  they  have  cut 
down  the  estimates  of  the  School  Committee. 
That  is  going  to  create  a  good  deal  of 
discussion,  and  that  will  have  to  come 
on  the  last  stage  of  the  |bill.  We  ought  to 
consider  this  section  by  section,  or  else 
it  ought  to  be  considered  in  committee 
and  brought  to  us  in  amended  form.  It  certainly 
seems  to  me  we  ought  not  to  leave  all  the  debate 
till  that  stage  of  the  bill.  I  have  seen  only  one  or 
two  things  here,  and  those  were  enough  to  create 
some  doubt.    On  page  3  it  says— 

"The  following  reductions  are  recommended." 

And  among  these  is  an.  item  of  $34,586  for 
schools.  I  suppose  that  means  a  reduction  from 
the  amount  asked  for  by  the  School  Committee. 
Now,  sir.  there  is  a  grave  question  in  my  mind. 
The  School  Committee  have  asked  for  so  much 
money,  and  we  are  told  that  there  is  so  much  less 
required  to  carry  on  the  schools.  At  all  events, 
it  ought  to  be  made  clear. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  would  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  gentleman|Jto  the  fact  that  it  says 
it  is  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  schools  during  the 
present  financial  year.  This  includes  the  money 
that  has  been  spent.    It  is  not  for  the  next  year. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  obliged  for  the  explana- 
tion, but  it  leaves  me  more  in  a  muddle  than  be- 
fore. I  should  like  to  have  this  matter  considered 
by  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  to  give 
some  light  to  the  obtuse  members  of  this  Coun- 
cil, of  which  I  am  one.  If  we  leave  it  until  the 
next  meeting  we  will  be  told  that  time  is  pressing 
and  that  it  must  be  done  immediately.  If  any- 
thing has  not  been  considered  by  the  committee 
it  should  be  referred  to  them.  The  amendment  I 
offered  was  to  dispose  of  the  rest  of  the  bill  in  a 
proper  manner  until  that  committee  were  ready 
to  report.  I  think  we  shall  gain  time  by  adopting 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  do  not  quite  under- 
stand the  effect  of  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12.  He  proposes  to  send  the  remain- 
der of  the  report  back  to  the  Committee  on  Au- 
ditor's Estimates  in  order  that  they  may  retain 
it  until  the  result  reached  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction  is  made  known.  He  then  pro- 
poses that  the  Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates 
shall  reconsider  the  question  of  the  appropriation 
for  the  schools,  and  report  it  back  with  the  rest 
that  has  been  recommitted  to  them.  That  seems 
to  be  a  Very  useless  motion,  for  this  reason:  these 
are  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee  on 
Auditor's  Estimates;  they  have  not  decided 
in  a  hurry;  they  have  considered  the  subject  with 
great  care.  Suppose  the  Committee  on  Public 
instruction  should  reduce  the  school  esti- 
mates, then  it  would  have  to  go  back  to 
the  Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates,  and 
then  probably  they  would  report   the  same  sum 
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they  have  reported  tonight.  It  seems  to  me  the 
proceeding  is  useless.  There  is  no  reason  to  think 
the  Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates  will  change 
their  mind,  and  1  think  I  have  shown  how  utterly 
tutile  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  'Ward  12 
will  he. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  have  not  the  least  objection 
if  the  Council  want  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction  the  portion  of  the  bill  relating 
to  schools  and  schoolhouses,  which  has  not  been 
dered  by  that  committee.  But  every  other 
item  in  the  bill  has  been  considered  by  another 
committee,  and  then  considered  again  by  the 
Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Instruction  saw  tit  to  avoid  all  con- 
sideration of  the  estimates  on  schools  and  trans- 
mit it  to  our  committee  just  as  it  came  from  the 
School  ISoard;  aud,  therefore,  we  made  our 
report  on  that.  If  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction see  fit  to  take  another  ground,  and 
would  like  to  express  some  opinion  upon  it,  I 
have  no  objection.  But  as  for  recommitting  the 
rest  of  the  report,  it  will  sirnply  lose  us  a  week's 
time  in  the  passage  of  the  Dill.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  seems  to  think  the  committee  de- 
sire to  force  the  bill  through  The  committee 
have  no  such  aesire.  The  orders  will  be  passed  to 
their  second  reading  and  laid  over;  we  can  con- 
sider them  at  the  next  meeting  and  pass  them 
over  to  another  meeting  aud  consider  tuem  again, 
as  we  have  done  repeatedly.  If  we  recommit  the 
report  to  the  Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates, 
they  will  have  to  have  another  meeting  and  report 
back,  and  then  the  report  will  be  laid  over  again. 
We  start  not  a  week  earlier  on  our  business.  I 
see  no  objection  to  referring  this  portion  in  ref- 
erence to  schools  to  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction, but  I  can  see  nothing  to  be  gained  by 
recommitting  the  rest  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Loveli  of  Ward  1— As  1  understand  the 
statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction  will  reduce  the 
amount  of  the  appropriation  for  schools,  but  he 
wishes  to  amend  or  change  the  order  so  that  the 
School  Committee  will  confine  itself  to  the  ap- 
propriation. 1  would  ask  what  mortal  use  there 
is  to  do  that?  We  tried  it  last  year,  and  the 
School  Committee  went  ahead  and  spent  all  the 
money  they  saw  tit.  We  objected  to  giviDg  them 
the  money,  but  aid  n't  have  quite  votes  enough. 
If  we  had' refused  it,  I  believe  it  wouldn't  have 
amounted  to  anything.  If  this  is  the  only  ob- 
ject in  having  it  go  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction,  I  cannot  see  any  possible  use  in  it, 
because  we  have  actually  no  part  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  merely  wish  to  remark  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  1  misunderstood  me.  1  do 
not  wish  to  oiler  an  amendment  in  the  words  he 
suggested.  But  it  is  competent  for  the  City 
Council  to  pass  an  order  closing  the  schools  alter 
they  have  been  kept  the  statutory  time.  1  think 
it  is  competent  to  pass  an  order  which  will  have 
the  effect  to  stop  the  schools  after  the  appropria- 
tion is  exhausted,  and  it  will  give  notice  to  the 
School  Committee  that  that  is  all  the  appropria- 
tion that  will  be  made.  For  the  purpose  of  sub- 
mitting such  a  proposition  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  and  reporting  it  in  proper 
shape  if  it  is  agreed  to,  I  would  like  to  have  that 
part  referrel.  That  committee  had  the  point 
raised  that  it  was  only  competent  for  thein  to 
consider  such  matters  as  were  referred  to  them 
either  by  ordinance  or  order  of  the  City 
Council.  The  estimates  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee bad  never  been  referred  to  thein 
by  the  Ciiy  Council.  The  committee  is 
in  a  different  position  from  some  others.  The 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  have  cbarge  of 
that  department.  The  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction have  charge  of  such  matters  as  the  se- 
lection of  sites  and  recommending  the  amounts 
to  be  paid,  and  when  tliose  nutters  are  referred, 
the  committee  are  alwajs  glad  to  consider  them. 
The  committee  acted  upon  what  it  thought 
was  the  correct  construction  of  its  powers  in  the 
matter,  and  not  upon  its  inclinations.  This  mat- 
ter ot  the  appropriation  lor  schools  has  not  bean 
considered  by  them. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  to  recommit 
the  remainder  of  the  report,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Wharton  opposed  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pratt 
further,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  take  a  great 
deal  ot  time. 

Mr.  Hart  ot  Ward   18  thought    Mr.    Pratt    was 

competent  to   bring  in   an   amendment  himself, 

and  the  Council  could  judge  of  the  whole  thing 

as  well  as  by  referring  it  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Pratt  said  it  required  the  force  and  courage 


of  a  Titan  to  get  an  amendment  to  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates.  The  com- 
mittee would  have  ample  time  to  consider  it; 
business  would  not  be  delayed,  and  no  harm  could 
come. 

Mr.  Whitmore  suggested  whether,  if  an  order 
closing  the  schools  were  adopted  in  connection 
with  the  appropriation,  it  would  have  any  effect 
in  closing  the  schools  next  year,  and  whether  it 
would  not  depend  upon  the  next  City  Council  to 
enforce  it;  in  short,  could  the  present  City  Coun- 
cil bind  their  successors  to  close  the  schools, 
if  the  appropriation  made  went  beyond  the  1st  of 
next  January. 

Mr.  Williams  suggested  that  Mr.  Pratt's  object 
could  be  attained  by  letting  the  orders  go  over, 
and  offered  a  separate  order  authorizing  the  com- 
mittee to  consider  the  subject  aud  report  at  the 
dext  meeting. 

Mr.  Pratt's  motion  was  adopted,  aud  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  report,  as  thus  amended,  was  car- 
ried.   Sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore.  further  considera- 
tion of  the  question  of  giving  the  orders  a  second 
reading  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meet- 
ing at  8.15  o'clock. 

HARRISON   AVENUE    AND    D    STREET. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18  the  rule  was 
suspended,  and  be  submitted  the  following  : 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
requesting  an  appropriation  for  extending  Harri- 
son avenue  from  Essex  street  to  Bedford  street, 
and  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  last  year, 
in  relation  to  an  appropriation  ior  the  extension 
of  JD  street,  woulu  respectlully  report  that  provi- 
sion for  the  accomplishment  of  the  objects  hav- 
ing been  made  in  the  report  of  the  Commitiee  on 
the  Auditor's  Estimates  for  1881-2,  they  ask  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
same.  For  the  Committee, 

Thomas  N.  Hart. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

COMMON    AND   PUBLIC    GROUNDS— THE    PROPOSAL 
Of  JOHN  REARDON. 

A  report  came  down  of  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  memorial  of  John  Reardon,  offering  to  take 
care  ot  the  Common  and  Public  Grounds  for  the 
sum  of  $30,000  per  annum. 

The  question  was  upon  the  acceptance  of  the 
report  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Kosnosky  of  Ward  16  moved  that  the  re- 
port be  printed  tor  the  use  of  the  members,  and 
specially  assigned  to  two  weeks  from  tonight  at 
half-past  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21— The  question  was  upon 
the  acceptance  of  the  apology  of  the  Committee 
on  Common  and  Squares.  It  is  now  upon  wheth- 
er we  propose  to  say  that  Mr.  Reardon  or  any- 
body else  shall  have  fair  play  in  City  Hall; 
whether  a  committee  that  has  been  instructed  by 
the  City  Government  shall  perform  its  duties  or 
not;  whether  gentlemen  coining  to  City  Hall  shall 
be  treated  with  respect  by  committees  when  in 
session;  and  whether  a  proposition  by  which  the 
city  may  save  $15,000  shall  be  considered  in  time 
to  make  that  saving.  That  is  the  way  the  ques- 
tion is  left  by  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  1G.  I  hope  that  motion  will  not  prevail. 
The  disposition  that  1  think  should  be  made  of 
the  report  is  a  recommittal,  and  if  it  is  recommit- 
ted it  should  be  done  tonight,  so  that  the  com- 
mittee may  have  an  opportunity  to  report  before 
we  make  the  appropriation  for  the  department. 
If  the  committee  should  give  us  a  full  report,  i  have 
no  doubt  it  would  have  an  important  bearing 
upon  the  amount  we  should  appropriate  for  the 
Department  of  Common  and  Squares.  The  re- 
port of  the  committee  is  a  very  amusing  one.  I 
do  not  feel  in  a  humorous  mood  tonight,  and  am 
not  disposed  to  make  light  of  it;  but  it  reminds 
me  of  a  conversation  between  two  boys  wbich  I 
heard  once — John  said  to  Hugh,  '•Lend  me  your 
jack  knife,  I  want  to  use  it  a  minute  and  I  will 
give  it  back  to  you."  "I  sha'n't,"  says  Hugh,  "I 
ain't  got  none;  and  besides,  I  want  to  use  it  my- 
self." Now  the  committee  say  to  John  Reardon, 
We  shall  not  grant  your  request,  you  cannot  do 
it,  and  besides  we  want  to  do  it  ourselves.  That 
is  the  effect  of  the  report  as  will  be  seen  by  a  little 
examination  of  it. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— I  raise  the  point  of 
order  that  the  gentleman  is  not  speaking  to  the 
question  before  the  house.  I  am  perfectly  willing 
to  have  this  matter  discussed,  and  will  vote  with 
him  against  the  special  assignment;    but  I  don't 
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want  a  discussion  of  the  main  question   upoa  the 
motion  to  assign. 

Mr.  Pratt — 1  don't  suppose  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  wanes  to  hear  my  remarks  on  the  report 
sooner  than  he  possibly  can.  i  was  only  intend- 
ing to  say  that,  if  we  do  anything  on  this  matter, 
we  ought  to  do  it  tonight,  and  not  postpone  it  for 
a  fortnight. 

Mr.  Parkinan— I  think  we  better  take  this  up 
and  dispose  of  it  tonight.  We  have  enough  to 
attend  to  during  the  next  few  weeks. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  withdrew  the  motion  to  assign, 
and  the  question  came  upon  the  acceptance  of 
the  report. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  move  to  recommit  the 
report,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  insufficient,  and 
on  the  face  of  it  suppresses  matters  that  we  ought 
to  have.  It  is  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
mittee to  conceal  facts.  To  be  sure,  they  say  in 
the  beginning — 

"It  is  deserving  of  careful  consideration,  for  if 
the  public  grounds  can  be  taken  care  of  in  the 
style  which  the  public  dernaud,  for  $30,000,  the 
appropriations  which  have  hitherto  been  granted 
are  unnecessarily  large." 

Now  they  cannot  throw  us  off  the  scent  by 
making  such  a  statement  to  begiu  with.  Of 
course  we  all  know  that,  and  that  is  just  the 
trouble  with  the  committee,  and  we  shall  see  the 
result  of  attempting  to  dodge  that  statement.  In 
the  first  place  they  say— 

"Alter  giving  the  matter  careful  considera- 
tion." 

They  have  given  a  good  deal  of  consideration 
how  not  to  do  it.    They  say — 

"That  Mr.  Reardon's  proposition  was  made 
without.due  appreciation  of  the  requirements  of 
the  department." 
1  Who  has  due  appreciation  of  the  requirements 
of  the  department  ?  A  lew  gentlemen  who  were 
elected  one,  two  or  three  years  ago,  who  spend  a 
part  of  their  time  in  looking  after  these  matters, 
or  a  gentleman  who  has  himself  been  a  part  of 
the  Department  of  Common  and  Squares  for  the 
last  twenty-five  years  and  upwards  ?  If  Mr. 
Reardon  don't  know  anything  about  the  require- 
ments of  taking  care  of  public  squares,  who  does? 
He  knew  all  about  it  before  Mr.  John  Galvin  was 
City  Forester.  He  has  all  the  opportunities  to 
know  about  it  that  Mr.  Doogue  bad  before  he 
came  iuto  office,  and  has  had  a  great  deal  more 
experience  in  taking  care  of  them  than  Mr. 
Doogue  has  had.  He  is  older  than  any  gentleman 
on  toe  committee,  and  has  lived  here  almost  as 
long  as  any  of  them.  It  is  bis  business  to  take 
care  of  public  squares,  and  this  is  the  tearful 
part  of  it: 

"And  that  if  accepted,  the  grounds  would  not 
be  kept  up  to  the  proper  standard." 

That  is  begging  the  whole  question.  The  ques- 
tion was  referred  to  them  to  ascertain  about  it. 
How  did  they  ascertain?  Mr.  Reardon  came  be- 
fore them  and  presented  certain  things  he  would 
do.  Now  he  says  I  should  like  to  have  a  compe- 
tent gentleman,  learned  in  making  contracts,  aid 
you,  if  you  wish,  in  drawing  up  such  stipulations 
as  will  cover  all  the  ground;  I  should  like  to  have 
you  take  my  specifications,  supplies,  etc.,  and 
add  to  them,  and  I  want  to  do  all  that  your  com- 
mittee will  require,  and  you  may  put  it  in  any 
form  and  I  will  do  it.  I  have  a  little  prop- 
erty laid  by,  accumulated  honestly  in  the  city 
of  Boston.  I  am  willing  to  risk  that  in  the 
performance  of  this  contract;  I  have  some 
friends  who  will  go  my  bondsmen;  I  dont  need 
any  money,  and  you  may  hold  back  my  pay  and 
see  whether  I  do  it.  Did  they  do  that  ?  No.  We 
will  hear  what  Mr.  Reardon  has  to  say;  we  wont 
hear  his  counsel;  we  wont  write  a  line  ourselves; 
we  wont  ask  him  to  put  anything  in  the  contract; 
we  will  hold  him  to  his  original  proposition  and 
if  he  don't  meet  everything  right  the  first  time  he 
presents  it  to  us,  we  will  refuse  it.  Is  that  the 
way  to  get  at  the  truth  of  the  matter  ?  Is  that 
the  way  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  city.  But 
I  suspect  it  is  n't  natural  for  the  committee  to 
look  after  the  interests  of  the  city.  They  gave 
what  was  an  apology  for  a  hearing— a  fiasco — one 
day,  but  I  don't  care  about  that.     They  say— 

"On  carefully  examining  Mr.  Reardon's  written 
proposal  and  comparing  it  with  the  work  neces- 
sary to  be  done,  and  which  has  been  done  in  past 
years,  it  is  apparent  that  the  proposition  does  not 
cover  the  whole  work  of  the  department,  but  that 
there  would  be  many  things  left  for  the  city  to 
do." 

Now  they  come  forward  and  suggest  what  it 
would  he  necessary  to  do. 


"For  example,  a  salaried  Superintendent  would 
have  to  be  employed." 

I  beg  pardon,  but  he  is  already  employed— of 
course  he  is— and  his  salary  is  $2200  a  year.  And 
they  say — 

"The  expense  of  water  rates,  watering  streets 
and  other  items,  not  included  in  the  proposal, 
would  have  to  be  borne  by  the  city." 

Well,  now,  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  is 
$2200,  the  water  rates  for  this  year  were  $385, 
and  watering  streets  $325,  making  $710.  I 
suppose  that  the  item  next  in  the  mind 
of  the  committee,  which  they  did  not  put 
into  the  report,  referred  to  refreshments  ana 
carriage  hire  for  the  committee  which  amounted 
to  $756.  I  don't  suppose  Mr.  Reardon  intended 
to  furnish  that.  But  adding  those  all  in,  they 
make  $3H66  not  covered  by  Mr.  Reardon's  pro- 
posal. That  would  make  the  proposal,  if  accept- 
ed, and  the  other  expenses  so  far  as  they  pan 
out,  or  we  can  infer,  or  as  they  give  us  any 
chance  to  find  out,  $33,666.  Now  the  depart- 
ment ask  this  year  for  $64,000  for  doing  that 
work,  and  the  Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates 
have  recommended  $59,000.  If  Mr.  Reardon's, 
or  any  such  proposition,  can  be  entertained,  or 
the  department  can  be  managed  in  that  way  sat- 
isfactorily, a  saving  of  $25,334  can  be  made.  If 
that  can  be  saved  In  this  department,  I  should 
like  to  know  it,  and  I  think  some  more  of  us 
would.    But  further — 

"In  addition  to  this  there  are  many  things 
which  the  public  ask  for  during  the  summer 
months  that  are  not  contemplated  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  and  which  could  not  be  included 
in  any  contract." 

Well,  what  are  the  things  which  the  public  ask 
for  that  the  committee  has  any  right  to  provide, 
and  the  department  is  authorized  to  furnish,  that 
are  not  covered  in  the  appropriation  ?  What  are 
thev?  Music  on  the  Common  ?  That  is  provided 
for  by  a  special  appropriation.  Bridges  for  coast- 
ing under?  They  are  provided  for  by  special  ap- 
propriation. I  challenge  them  to  name  those 
things  which  the  committee  or  the  department 
have  bad  to  provide  for,  which  are  not  covered 
in  the  appropriation,  and  which  cannot  be  done 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  There  is  something 
more  to  it  which  is  tearful : 

"Again,  Mr.  Reardon  expects  that  all  tools  and 
machinery  in  use  in  the  department  are  to  be 
placed  at  "his  disposal." 

Well,  they  are  at  the  disposal  of  the  depart- 
ment. But  he  asks  them  to  take  them  as  they 
are  and  keep  them  in  repair.  The  tools  now 
amount  in  cost  to  $2450.45.  There  were  no  tools 
the  first  year  Mr. Doogue  came  into  office,  but  that 
year  they  got  $923.45  worth.  The  next  year  they 
had  $364.20  worth,  and  the  current  financial  year 
there  have  been  bought  $1162. SO  worth  of  tools. 
So  they  ought  to  have  at  least  $2300  worth.  Mr. 
Reardon  offers  to  take  those  tools  and  get  along 
with  them  and  keep  them  in  reoair.  But  the 
committee  say — 

"While  he  offers  to  keep  the  same  in  repair  and 
to  return  them  in  good  condition,  be  makes  no 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  doing  so.  He  further  asks 
for  the  use  of  the  tropical  plants  which  are  used 
to  ornament  the  grounds,  most  of  which  are  the 
private  property  of  the  Superintendent,  who 
loans  them  to  the  city." 

Now,  what  he  did  ask  for  was  the  tropical 
plants  which  belonged  to  the  city.  In  1S79  the  city 
bought  about  $1100  worth  of  tropical  plants  o'f 
Mr.  Galvin  and  others,  and  owns,  or  ought  to 
own  them,  today.  In  the  course  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Department  of  Common  and  Squares,  clip- 
pings have  been  made  from  the  city  plants,  and 
new  plants  have  been  grown,  cultivated  by  city 
labor,  and  there  ought  to  be  something  more  than 
that  amount  of  plants  now.  All  he  asked  for  was 
the  plants  belonging  to  the  city,  and  not  aBy  that 
belonged  to  Mr.  Doogue.    Again  they  say— 

"The  list  of  plants  which  Mr.  Reardon  proposes 
to  furnish  has  been  submitted  to  competent  gar- 
deners, who  report  that  many  of  them  are  cheap 
varieties  and  unfit  for  the  purpose." 

Now  the  joke  about  that  is  that  the  list  con- 
tains just  the  same  things  that  are  used  on  the 
Common  and  squares  now,  and  although  they 
got  the  opinion  of  one  man,  who  attached  his 
name  to  a  statement  as  gardener  for  a  gentleman 
for  whom  he  has  not  worked  for  four  years,  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  they  cannot  get  any  fair,  compe- 
tent men  to  say  they  aie  not  up  to  the  standard 
of  those  used  on  the  public  grounds.  If  he  did 
not  have  any  offer  of  flowers  in  his  list— and  the 
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committee  don't  inform  us  in  their  report— let 
them  write  it  in      Then  they  add— 

"The  experience  of  the  committee  leads  them 
to  believe  that  the  necessary  work  cannot  he  done 
with  the  number  of  men  that  Air.  Keardon  pro- 
poses to  furnish." 

Now,  that  is  Mr.  Reardon's  lookout.  If  he 
agrees  to  keep  the  grounds  up  to  a  cer- 
tain standard,  and  carry  on  the  work  as 
it  has  been  done,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  committee  and  superintendent,  whose 
business  is  it  to  furnish  the  men  ?  Here  is  another 
instance— about  the  fifteenth  or  sixteenth  in  that 
report — where  the  committee  go  our.  of  the  way 
to  consider  the  interests— of  whom  ?  Tlin  city  of 
Boston  which  they  represent  ?  Not  by  any  means; 
but  Mr.  Re«rdon.  They  are  very  tender  about 
Mr.  Keardon.  They  think  he  don't  know  the  re- 
quirements of  the  department  when  he  makes 
that  offer.  They  think  he  could  not  get  along 
with  the  estimates  of  his  expenses.  They  think 
it  would  be  hard  for  him.  In  fact,  he  might  fail 
and  lose  money  by  it,  and  therefore  the  commit- 
tee don't  want  him  to  have  it.  Is  that  the  proper 
position  for  the  committee  to  take  ?  Should  not 
Mr.  Reardon  be  left,  to  take  care  of  himself  like 
all  other  men  who  contract  with  the  city  ?  Why 
are  the  committee  so  tender  about  Mr.  Reardon  ? 
Then  they  say— 

"It  will  also  be  noticed  that  the  difference  be- 
tween  the  amount  paid  for  labor  and  the  amount 
which  Mr.  Reardon  proposes  to  pay,  added  to  the 
other  items  of  expense  not  covered  by  his  propo- 
sition, very  nearly  equals  the  difference  between 
the  total  sum  of  h'S  proposal  and  the  amount  of 
the  annual  appropriation  for  the  department." 

Well,  now  suppose  it  does'.'  If  Mr.  Reardon 
thinks  he  can  come  forward  and  employ  an  aver- 
age or  thirty  men  during  the  year  at  the  same 
price  they  are  receiving  now,  or  at  the  market 
price  it  it  he  higher,  and  select  his  men  and  do 
the  work  now  done  by  a  larger  number,  let  him 
take  the  advantage  of  it.  If  he  cannot,  let  him 
suffer  for  it.  It  is  for  the  advantage  of  the  city 
that  it  be  done,  unless  it  be  part  of  the  plan  of 
the  committee,  in  the  exercise  of  their  tender 
mercies,  to  found  an  asylum  for  the  employment 
of  people  on  the  Common  and  squares  when  their 
services  are  not  needed  or  valuable.  Then  they 
say  at  the  end — 

■"'Without  going  into  the  question  of  whether, 
if  it  is  desirable  to  do  work  of  this  nature  by  eon- 
tract,  it  should  not  be  open  to  public  competi- 
tion, your  committee  believe  that,  owing  to  the 
numberless  details  involved,  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble to  frame  a  contract  which  would  cover  all 
necessary  points,  and  the  perlormance  of  which 
couh'  be  properly  supervised." 

Now  diu  they  ever  undertake  to  do  that?  I  ask 
the  chairman.  Did  they  consult  the  City  Solicitor 
as  to  whether  a  contract  could  be  drawn  up  which 
would  be  suitable'.'  Din  they  allow  Mr.  Reaidon 
to  furnish  the  suggestion  of  a  competent  coun- 
sellor? Did  they  even  try  any  of  their  own  dis- 
tinguished legal  attainments  to  sec  if  they  could 
make  a  contract  to  cover  ail  the  details?  Why  is 
it  so  impossible?  if  it  is  possible  to  let  our  four 
squares  by  contract,  and  do  it  with  economy  and 
advantage  to  the  city,  as  has  been  done  by  Mr. 
Reardon  for  a  long  lime  past,  why  is  it  not  pos- 
sible to  let.  out  the  care  of  the  Common,  Public 
Garden  or  Commonwealth  avenue,  or  all  of  them 
together?    But  the  committee  conclude  that— 

"For  these  and  other  reasons,  your  committee 
respectfully  recommend  that  the  memorialist 
have  leave  to  withdraw." 

Now  1  want  to  know  what  those  other  reasons 
are.  What  are  those  other  reasons  they  hold 
back  and  don't  give  us?  They  have  given  quite  a 
number  of  reasons  why  they  don't  want  to  let  it 
out.  Tbey  are  afraid  Mr.  Reardon  will  suffer  by 
it.  Thev  don't  think  he  can  do  as  he  says  he  can. 
They  have  not  gone  into  the  question  whether  it 
is  desirable  to  do  the  work  by  contract,  or  wheth- 
er it  would  be  better  to  invite  public  competition 
for  the  work.  They  don't  go  into  any  of  those 
important  questions.  They  give  us  some  reasons 
which  are  very  transparent,  and  at  the  end  say 
there  are  other  reasons— which  they  suppress. 
What  are  the  other  reasons?  Are  tbey  afraid  of 
losing  the  patronage?  Have  they  some  other  rea- 
son? Is  it  a  liking  to  have  the  appointment  of  men 
in  the  department?  Is  it  more  friendliness  for  Mr. 
Doogue  than  for  Mr.  Reardon  ?  I  cannot  guess 
what  they  are,  Mr.President,  but  they  say  there  are 
other  reasons.  It  would  look  as  if  tbey  wanted 
to  ward  off  an  investigation.  I  have  a  right  to 
an  opinion.    If  they  would  give  us  a  full   report 


and  these  other  reasons,  I  believe  it  would  show 
that  the  Department  of  Common  and  Squares 
can  be  taken  care  ot  better  for  $30,000,  and  run  at 
a  living  profit  to  the  man  who  had  the  contract; 
and  it  is  true,  as  they  intimate  in  the  beginning 
of  their  report,  that  the  appropriations  hitherto 
granted  have  been  unnecessarily  large,  and  they 
are  growing  larger  every  year.  The  conduct  of 
the  committee— the  chairman  of  it  at  least,  a 
member  of  the  other  branch— at  the  time  of  the 
alleged  hearing  to  Mr.  Reardon,  and  at  the  time 
of  the  disposition  of  the  memorial  in  the  other 
branch,  was  such  as  to  lead  us  to  suppose  that 
they  feared  an  investigation.  I  hope  it  will  be 
recommitted. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  noticed  that  the  gen- 
tleman's time  had  expired  and  I  was  going  to 
move  that  it  be  extended,  so  that  he  could  be  in 
order  if  be  wanted  to  continue  his  remaiks. 

Mr.  Farkman  of  Ward  !)— When  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  21  started  on  those  remarks,  I  sup- 
posed he  was  going  to  bring  forward  some  dread- 
ful allegations  and  support  them  by  figures,  or 
show  that  he  had  some  substantial  reason  for  the 
allegations  he  made.  I  knew  that  occupying  the 
same  room  with  ihe  gentleman  who  is  Mr.  Rear- 
don's counsel— or  if  no:  the  same  room,  a  neigh- 
boring room—  he  was  as  fully  posted  on  such 
a  matter  as  any  counsel  could  be  from  ins  client, 
and  I  suppose  what  we  have  heard  tonight  are 
the  statements  which  Mr.  Reardon  would  make 
if  he  were  allowed  to  appear  before  the  Council. 
I  think  the  gentleman  has  shown  no  substantial 
reason  why  the  report  should  he  recommit- 
ted. The  report  is  much  more  full  than  commit- 
tee reports  generally  are.  The  report  has  been 
somewhat  considered  by  every  member  ot  the 
committee,  and  more  carefully  considered  by  in- 
dividual members,  who  have  weighed  the  propo- 
sition both  on  its  business  basis  and  in  the  possi- 
bility of  drawing  a  legal  contract  in  the  matter. 
At  the  risk  of  weaning  the  Council  let  me  reply 
to  the  gentleman  in  detail.  I  should  not  do  so  if 
it.  were  not  that  this  question  has  been  before  the 
Council  for  several  years,  and  the  gentleman 
seems  to  have  succeeded  to  the  place  formerly 
held  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8  (Mr.  McGar- 
agle)  who  would  brandish  this  proposal  of  Mr. 
Reardon  before  us  every  time  the  subject  of  Com- 
mon and  squares  came  before  the  Council.  Mr. 
Reardon  put  in  to  the  committee  a  wiitten  state- 
ment of  what  he  proposed  to  do,  which  I  have  in 
my  hand.  It  occupies  three  long  pag»s  of  foolscap, 
specifies  the  exact  amount  of  every  kind  of  mate- 
rial he  proposes  to  furnish  -grave),  trees,  bulbs, 
plants,  etc.,  and  the  requirements  which  he  has 
asked  for.  The  committee  did  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  specify  all  these  details  because  they 
would  make  the  report  too  long.  Yet  the  propo- 
sition of  Mr.  Reaidon  has  been  at  the  disposal  of 
any  member  of  the  Council  who  desired  to  exam- 
ine it.  The  sum  total  of  Mr.  Reardon's  proposi- 
tion, specifying  a  certain  amount  of  gravel,  loam, 
sods,— less  than  were  used  last  year;  a  certain 
amount  of  trees,  etc.,  the  necessary  teaming— less 
than  last  year;  carpenter  work,  and  labor  and  su- 
pervision, amounts  to  §2(1,950— within  $50  of  the 
limit  which  he  asked  the  committee  to  pay.  Now, 
Mr.  President,  as  the  committee  have  suited  in 
their  report,  there  is  nothing  whatsoever  to  be 
gained  by  the  city  if  it  is  to  use  the  amount  of  ma- 
terials which  Mr.  Reardon  oilers  to  furnish.  It  is 
practically  identical  with  the  amount  the  city  has 
furnished  within  the  last  two  or  three  years, 
and  there  is  nothing  to  be  saved  on  the 
score  of  material  used.  You  can  contract  for  so 
many  loads  of  loam  and  sods,  and  square  feet  of 
gravel.  There  is  no  doubt  that  you  can  make  an 
accurate  contract  for  such  things.  But  I  insist 
upon  it,  you  cannot  contract  for  the  care  of  120 
acres  of  grounds,  such  as  we  have,  some  like  the 
Common,  ami  others  in  beds  like  the  Public  Oar- 
den.  Speaking  for  myself  alone,  I  have  given  the 
matter  careful  consideration,  and  1  confess  I 
should  be  unable  to  draw  a  contract  which  could 
be  carried  out  at  all.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
put  in  the  proper  specifications.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  21,  it  seems,  knows  as  little  about  this 
matter  as  he  did  when  he  spoke  at  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  Council  on  the  question  of  grass  seed. 
He  said,  to  he  sure,  everybody  knew~  what  the 
price  of  grass  seed  was.  I '  confess  I  did  not 
know  what  the  price  of  grass  seed  was.  He  says 
that  anybody  knows  that  the  highest  price 
for  grass  seed  is  two  dollars  a  bushel, 
and  then  he  goes  on  to  found  an  argument  on  the 
waste  of  the  committee  in  sowingcertain  squares 
of  the  city,    Dast year  the  city  paid  on  an  aver- 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


ago  four  dollars  a  bushel  lor  grass  seed.  I  have 
in  ray  hand  the  written  proposals  of  four  respon- 
sible firms,  dealers  in  agricultural  seeds  in  this 
city,  all  ol  whom  are  well  known  to  members  of 
this  Council,  making  proposals  to  sell  grass  seed 
and  showing  an  average  price  of  from  $3.00  to  $4 
a  bushel,  f  merely  bring  that  forward  to  show 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  does  not  have 
that  knowledge  of  agricultural  affairs  which  be 
assumes  to  possess.  With  regard  to  the  plants 
which  Mr.  Reardon  proposed  to  furnish  besides, 
by  direction  of  the  committee  the  Superintend- 
ent referred  that  list  to  various  garden- 
ers, and  besides  the  reports  offered  at 
a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  last 
Monday  week,  from  Mr.  Hovey,  who  is  a 
well-known  gardener  in  this  city,  and  Mr.  Dillon, 
which  are  on  pages  110  and  120  of  the  Minutes, 
the  committee  have  received  the  following.  This 
one  is  from  the  gardener  of  Mr.  Hunnewell,  who 
has  one  of  the  largest  places  in  this  vicinity,  and 
whose  gardener  is  supposed  to  be  as  good  as  we 
have : 

South  Natigk,  March  15. 1881. 

William  Door/ne,  Esq. :  Dear  Sir — I  gladly  give 
you  any  experience  in  reference  to  the  list  of 
plants  herem  mentioned  as  suitable  for  effective 
bedding  in  our  climate.  There  are  only  three 
sorts  ot  coleus,  marked  "T,"  worthy  of  planting, 
out  of  the  whole  list— the  others  fading  out  in 
our  bright  sunshine. 

Fuchsias,  for  bedding,  is  quite  a  new  departure; 
have  never  seen  any  sort  adapted,  excepting  in 
very  cool  and  shady  places.  The  miscellaneous 
list  does  very  well,  although  there  are  many  other 
good  things  which  should  be  added. 

Geraniums  are  nearly  all  good,  and  are  marked 
"T." 

Hydrangeas  aie  very  effective,  if  large  plants, 
and  producing,  say,  from  twenty-five  to  one  hun- 
dred trusses  of  bloom.  Such  plants  would  be 
worth  $3.00,  $5.00  and  $7.00  a  piece. 

Small  plants,  with  a  single  truss,  never  look 
well,  bedded. 

If  at  any  time  I  can   give  you  any  information 
further,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  do  so,  and  remain, 
Yours  truly, 

F.  L  Harris. 

Gar.  to  H.  H.  H.,  Wellcsley. 

I  have  also  an  answer  from  Mr.  Dawson,  the 
gardener  at  the  Arnold  Arboretum: 

Mr.  William  Doogue— Dear  Sir  :  In  answer  to 
your  note,  I  should  say  as  far  as  my  judgment  is 
concerned,  that  the  enclosed  list  of  piants  was  in- 
sufficient to  decorate  the  public  grounds  as  they 
should  be.  While  there  are  many  good  plants  oil 
the  list,  tbere  are  many  that  are  objectionable. 
Yours  respectfully, 

Jackson  Dawson, 
Superintendent  Arnold  Arboretum. 

Jamaica  Plain,  March  12,  1881. 

Also  the  following: 
Arnold  arboretum,  Harvard  University,  l 
Director's  Office, 
Brookline,  Mass.,  March  12,  1881.) 

William  Doogue,  Esq.,  Boston:  My  Dear  Sir— 
I  have  looked  over  the  list  of  plants  suggested  by 
Mr.  Reardon  for  the  decoration  of  the  Public 
Garden  during  the  coining  summer. 

They  are  common  "bedding"  plants,  of  no  per- 
manent beauty  or  value,  and  are  not,  in  my 
opinion,  suitable  for  the  proper  treatment  of  a. 
public  pleasure  ground  of  the  importance  of  the 
Public  Garden  of  boston.  They  belong  to  an  un- 
fortunate era  in  gardening,  which  is  now,  I  be- 
lieve, fast  passing  away. 

Yours  very  truly, 

C.  S.  Sargent, 

W.  Doogue,  Esq.,  Boston. 

The  head  of  the  Arnold  Arboretum  is  one  of  the 
highest  authorities  on  agriculture  and  horticul- 
ture in  this  country.  I  am  afraid  I  rather  weary 
the  Council  with  these  various  details,  but  I  do  it 
because  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  said  we 
had  produced  nothing  from  any  one  of  responsi- 
bility to  show  that  Mr.  Reardoii's  plants  were  not 
worth  considering.  I  don't  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  21  has  shown  anything  to  controvert 
the  report  of  the  committee.  If  Mr.  Reardon 
only  called  for  the  tropical  plants  belonging  to 
the  city  he  could  have  them.  I  understood  from 
his  estimate  that  he  wanted  all  theplauts;  but 
only  about  five  per  cent,  of  the  tropical  plants  on 
the  Public  Garden  belong  to  the  city,  and  the  rest 
are  owned  by  the  superintendent,  as  stated  in 
the  report. 
•  Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21— I  would  like  to  ask  the 


gentleman  if  those  were  the  plants  which  the  city 
paid  Mr.  Doogue  $1400  tor  housing  last   winter? 

Mr.  Parkman — I  don't  know  whether  the  gen- 
tleman asks  that  question  from  a  desire  to  be  in- 
formed, nr  from  total  ignorance  of  the  depart- 
ment. Iso  $1400  was  paid.  $1200  was  paid  for 
taking  care  of  slips  and  seedlings  taken  up  to  be 
preserved  from  one  year  to  another.  The  tropi- 
cal plants  are  merely  an  infiniresimal  part  of  the 
plants  cared  for  in  that  greenhouse.  Now  one 
other  point  in  regard  to  this  question  of  tools. 
Mr.  Reardon  asks  for  the  use  ol  the  city  supply 
of  tools.  The  citv  has  a  large  supply  of  tools. 
But  gentlemen  who  have  any  experience  in 
those  matters  know  thatlawn-mowers,  rakes,  etc., 
get  worn  out  every  year.  Mr.  Reardon  offers 
to  supply  them,  and  the  gentleman  says  he  will 
do  it  at  his  own  loss.  But  in  his  estimate  of  $30,- 
000  he  has  not  put  in  one  cent  for  the  necessary 
repairs  and  depreciation  in  tools,  or  replacing 
those  totally  worn  out.  I  venture  to  say  that 
after  the  season's  use  that  such  a  lawn-mower 
gets  on  the  public  grounds  of  this  city,  it  is  prac- 
tically worthless  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  the  rule 
was  suspended,  and  Mr.  Patkman's  time  was  ex- 
tended. 

Mr.  Parkman— I  will  weary  the  Council  butvery 
little  longer.  I  will  not  go  further  in  the  detail.  I 
only  desire  to  draw  this  conclusion,  that  while 
Mr.  Reardon  may  be  very  honest  io  his  desire, 
and  able  to  back  up  with  his  means  everything  he 
proposes  to  do,  I  have  endeavored  to  show  that 
we  cannot  carry  on  the  department  for  the 
amount  asked  for  by  Mr.  Reardon.  And  I  do  say 
it  is  not  desirable  for  the  city  of  Bosron  to  enter 
into  a  contract  which  will  be"  difficult  to  enforce, 
and  if  attempted  to  be  oarried  out,  may  result  in 
litigation  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19— So  much  has  been 
said  oa  this  matter  that  I  don't  think  I  shall 
weary  the  patience  of  this  Council  a  great  while: 
but  there  are  certain  points  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  21  has  not  tLought  of.  I  listened 
very  attentively  to  the  gentleman  who  backs  up 
the  report  of  the  committee.  I  must  say  that,  so 
far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  the  report  of  that 
committee  is  the  most  one-sided  affair  I  ever 
heard  or  read  of.  For  these  reasons  the  commit- 
tee come  here  with  letters  from  gardeners 
and  florists  to  make  this  Council  believe 
that  Mr.  Reardon  don't  know  what  he  is 
talking  about,  aud  is  '  incompetent  to  do 
this  work.  The  committee  will  bear  in  mind 
that  Mr.  Reard.  n  came  here  fortified  with  some 
fifty  witnesses.  Amongst  them  was  a  former  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares, 
who  came  to  testify  to  Mr.  Reardon's  worth,  aud 
also  to  say  that  in  his  individual  opinion  and 
knowledge  of  the  management  of  those  matters, 
Mr.  Reardon  could  do  that  work  for  that  money. 
There  were  in  that  company  as  competent  florists 
and  gardeners  as  there  probably  are  in  the  city 
of  Boston.  They  were  refused  a  hearing.  I  have 
cut  out  the  chairman's  remarks  in  the  other 
branch.  Alderman  O'Brien  said  he  had  no  doubt 
of  Mr.  Reardon's  ability  aud  wanted  no  testimo- 
ny other  than  what  he  knew  about  the  gentle- 
man himself  to  tell  him  of  Mr.  Reardon's  compe 
tency.  Alderman  O'Brien  also  said,  on  having 
cited  to  him  a  recommendation  of  the  Galvin 
Committee,  recommending  the  contract  system, 
that  he  believed  in  that  still,  and  fully- 
indorsed  the  work  done  by  Mr.  Reardon.  Mr. 
Reardon  gave  a  list  of  flowers  and  plants  and 
prices,  and  said  he  would  furnish  any  other 
plants  that  the  Superintendent  or  committee 
might  select.  He  also  said  he  would  not  confine 
himself  to  the_estimate  of  $50,000  bedding  plauts. 
but  expected  to  give  all  that  were  needed,  sup- 
posing that  would  be  about  enough  of  that  sort, 
and  that  seedlings  and  annuals  enough  to  make  a 
good  show  would  make  up  the  150,000  plants,  the 
same  as  was  done  last  year.  The  estimate  made  by 
the  committee  for  theplauts  he  proposes  to  fur- 
nish is  $3500.  I  have  been  asked  by  a  great  many 
members  ef  the  Council  if  I  had  Mr.  Reardon's 
proposal,  and  I  said  I  had.  I  propose  to  read  it 
to  this  Council.  The  figures  for  1880  show  the 
cost  from  the  Superintendent's  report,  and  those 
for  1881  show  Mr.  Reardon's  estimates. 

"Data  of  /lie  Estimate. 

Items.         Quantities  and  Prices  for  '81.  Cost  in  'SO. 

Gravel....   2,000  loads  at  $2.50. .   $6,000  $4,882.23 

Loam B001oadsat$l 500  336.45 

Sods 80,000  square  ft.  at  2c.     1,600  1,556.40 

Trees 400  at  01.25 500  481.00 

Plants....  50.000  at  $70 3,500  3,451.00 
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Bulbs 600  432.00 

Seeds 160  146.59 

Manure,  60  cows  at: $  10 600  601.00 

812,360       £11,886.67 

Teaming 1,000 

Carpenter  work  and  lumber,  re- 
pairs of  seats.walks,ete  ,  st«,ne, 
mason  work,  plumbing,  and  all 
other  repairs  of  futures 1,600 

Painting  fountains,  fences, etc..        600 

Labor 13,61  0 

Supervision l.ooo 

829,950 

"The  grounds  and  squares  are  of  two  sorts. 
Grass  grounds  like  the  Common,  Washington 
square,  etc.,  comprising  in  all  about  ninety  acres, 
half  of  it  in  the  Common. 

"Garden  grounds  like  the  Public  Garden,  com- 
prising in  all  about  thirty  acres,  two-thirds  of 
which  is  in  the  Publ-c  Garden. 

"When  labor  and  materials  were  higher  than 
now,  Mr.  Reardon  look  care  of  nearly  six  acres 
of  this  garden  ground  for  $1600,  or  an  average  of 
$207  an  acre— a  little  less  than  the  cost  for  1880. 
Estimating,  on  account  of  wear  and  tear,  the 
Public  Garden  to  be  more  expensive  than  this, 
and  the  rest  of  the  garden  grounds  less  so,  and 
estimating  the  grass  grounds  in  a  somewhat 
similar  way,  we  get  at  a  rough  estimate,  thus: 

20  acres  of  garden  grounds,  at  g300 86,000 

10     ■■  "  "  225 2,250 

60     "        of  grass  "  200 10,000 

40     "  •  "  150 6,000 

Care  of  trees  in  streets 1,000 

Ten  percent,  addad  for  contingency 2,550 

#27,800 

Note.  == 

"In  1880  the  committee  paid  for   plants  $3500. 

The  report  says  150,000  were  set  out,  giving  aver 

age  cost  of  plants  per  thousand,  $23.33.    A  fair 

price  tor  fine  varieties  of  bedding-out  plants  was, 

Ser  thousand,  $70:  so  that  only  about  50,000 
edding-out  plants  could  have  been  purchased, 
and  the  other  100,000  must  have  been 
annuals,  seedlings,  or  old  stock.  The  cost  of 
annuals  is  included  in  above  estimate  among 
seeds,  which  would  give  very  many  more  than 
100,000  seedlings  and  annuals. 

"The  cleaning  of  the  Public  Garden  Pond  is  in- 
cluded in  the  offer  of  this  contract,  and  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  value  of  the  dredging  as  manure 
will  nearly  pay  the  cost. 

"The  painting  expected  to  be  done  is  not  ex- 
pected to  include  any  lence  painted  within  two 
years. 

"The  use  of  the  tools  and  machinery  belonging 
to  the  city,  to  be  restored  at  tlie  end  of  the  year 
in  as  good  order  and  the  same  quantity  as  when 
taken,  is  also  expected. 

"The  use  of  the  tropica)  plants,  etc.,  of  the  city, 
heretofore  used  in  the  Public  Garden,  is  to  be 
permitted  to  Mr.  Reardon,  and  he  is  to  restore 
them  in  geod  order  at  the  end  of  the  season. 

"The  laDor  items  of  1880  are  as  follows: 

"Common,  48l/2  acres,  $9499.67,  or  over  $190  per 
acre. 

"Public  Garden,  24  acres,  or  deduetiog  the  pond, 
20  acres,  $9799.77,  or  S48'J  per  acre. 

"The  planting  of  [Commonwealth  avenue  with 
trees  is  included  in  the  offer,  but  East  Chester 
park  as  recommeiided  in  the  report,  is  not  in- 
cluded above.  This  would  cost,  for  East  Chester 
park,  from  Columbus  avenue  to  Beacon  street, 
about  $1200. 

'The  average  number  of  men  in  the  season  of 
ten  months  would  be  thirty,  say  250  days=7500 
days  labor  at  |1.75=$13,125,  leaving  $375  for  extra 
pay  to  foremen. 

"The  shrubs,  trees,  etc.,  are  to  be  left  in  good 
condition  for  winter,  well  tied  up. 

During  the  reading  of  the  above,  Mr.  Maguire 
gave  way  to  Mr.  Lauten  oi  Ward  14,  upon  wnose 
motion  the  rule  was  suspended,  and  he  offered 
an  order— That  the  City  Messenger  be  directed  to 
provide  a  lunch  tor  the  Common  Council,  as 
usual,  in  the  anteroom.  Ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten,  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended and  the  order  pa 

Mr.  I.auten  moved  a  reconsideration.    Lost. 

Mr.  Maguire  continued  his  remarks  as  follows: 
Mr.  President,  the  reason  I  read  that  is  because 
the  committee  did  n't  see  fit  to  give  it  to  us,  and 
I  have  been  asked  by  severa  1  to  read  it  in  order 
to  show  what  Mr.  Reardon  did  propose.    1  know- 


Mr.  Reardon,  and  am  interested  in  him  to  that 
extent  that  I  don't  want  to  see  him  abused  by 
any  committee  if  I  can  prevent  it.  Mr.  Reardon 
knows  just  what  he  can  do  and  will  back  up  what 
he  states.  I  know  there  are  gentlemen  behind 
him'jWho  will  back  him  up  to  the  amount  of  $100,- 
000.  It  is  useless  for  gentlemen  to  come  in  here 
and  say  he  don't  know  his  business,  and  produce 
letters  from  parties  who  say  he  is  not  competent 
to  perform  this  work.  Now,  who  is  this  Mr. 
Dove?  He  sells  that  department  plants  and  flow- 
ers. Mr.  Dillon  also  has  two  sons  in  there.  Any- 
body can  easily  understand  bow  easy  it  ie  to 
get  letters  from  those  gentlemen  saying  that 
Mr.  Reardon  is  not  fit  for  the  position.  I 
don't  know  that  1  can  add  anything  more  to  what 
has  been  said.  1  hope  this  report  will  be  recom- 
mitted, and  would  add  an  amendment  that  they 
give  Mr.  Reardon  a  hearing  with  wituesses  and 
counsel. 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  16— As  a  member  of  the 
committee  I  desire  to  state  that  we  gave  Mr. 
Reardon's  proposition  a  careful  consideration, 
and  had  betore  us  a  number  of  letters  from  some 
of  the  most  prominent  gardeners  in  and  around 
Boston,  and  the  committee  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  easiest  and  best  way  to  get  out  of  it 
was  to  give  Mr.  Reardon  the  privilege  of  with- 
drawing. There  is  one  thing  which  was  before 
the  committee  that  has  not  been  spoken  of  to- 
night. It  is  in  regard  to  the  specifications  of  the 
flowers  that  Mr.  Reardon  agreed  to  supply  to  the 
city  of  Boston.  Now  Mr.  Reardon  went  out  of 
the  city  of  Boston  eighteen  miles  and  had  a 
certain  man  write  those  specifications  for  him. 
He  claims  he  drew  them  up  himself.  The  man 
who  wrote  those  specifications  is  willing  to  come 
before  the  committee  and  testify  to  that  fact. 
Now  I  claim  that  if  Mr.  Reardon  is  not  capable  of 
drawing  up  such  specifications  himself  he  is  not 
a  suitable  mau  to  take  such  a  large  contract  from 
the  city  of  Boston.  There  is  another  matter  to 
which  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  members  of 
the  Council,  and  that  is  in  regard  to  the  pond  ou 
the  Public  Garden.  Mr.  Reardon  says  the  clean- 
ing of  the  Public  Gaiden  pond  is  included  in  the 
offer  of  this  work,  and  he  believes  that  the 
value  of  the  dredging  as  manure  will  nearly 
pay  for  the  cost.  Well,  there  is  no  such 
thing.  In  the  hist  place  the  water  in  that  basin 
is  salt  water,  and  everybody  in  this  Council 
knows  that  the  deposit  on  the  bottom  of 
the  pond  is  not  fit  for  manure.  If  such 
deposits  were  fit  for  manure  the  Charles 
River  flats  might  be  utilized.  The  Public  Garden 
pond  was  cleaned  two  years  ago,  and  the  Board 
of  Health  instructed  Mr.  Doogue  under  no  con- 
sideration to  remove  the  mud  from  the  bottom 
of  the  pond  unless  be  took  it  in  covered  wagons, 
and  he  was  also  directed  to  take  it  out  of  the  city 
limits.  Mr.  Doogue  got  the  privilege  of  taking 
it  to  the  Boston  wharf  Company  at  two  cents  a 
load,  with  the  understanding  that  it  would  be 
immediately  buiied  up.  Mr.  Reardon  says  it 
can  be  used  for  manure,  when  it  is  known 
that  it  cannot  be.  I  venture  to  say  there 
is  not  a  committee  of  five  members  of  this  Coun- 
cil but  would  have  done  exactly  what  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  did. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1— In  answer  to  what  the 
gentleman  said,  that  the  specifications  were  drawn 
by  somebody  else-  of  course,  anvbodv  who  did  it, 
did  so  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Reardon,  and  that  is 
the  same  as  if  he  did  it  himself.  Now,  in  regard 
to  this  matter,  it  is  simply  a  business  transaction. 
When  I  am  going  to  have  a  man  do  work  for  me, 
I  get  one  who  will  do  it  the  cheapest  and  best.  If 
a  man  is  perfectly  competent  financially  to  carry 
out  the  work,  and  otters  to  do  it  for  less  than  I 
think  be  can  afford  to  do  it  for,  or  for  less  than 
anybody  else  says  he  can  do  it  for,  that  is  the  man 
to  do  my  work.  Now,  then,  Mr.  Reardon  comes 
to  this  Council  and  proposes  to  do  this  work,  sup- 
ply the  proper  material,  carry  on  the  Common, 
Public  Garden  and  squares  just  as  they  were  done 
last  year,  and  keep  them  in  a  satisfactory  condi- 
tion, all  for  $30,000;  and  all  that  he  asks 
to  carry  on  that  work  is  the  tools  that 
the  city  now  owns— or  substantially  that;  he 
don't  ask  the  city  to  appropriate  any  money  for 
tools  this  year.  He  don't  ask  the  city  to  appro- 
priate a  nou  marrjure  for  anything  except  the 
$30,000,  which  be  will  use  as  he  sees  tit,  under  tho 
direction  ol  the  committee.  Isn't  it  best  for  us 
to  allow  him  to  do  it  ?  He  not  only  offers  himself 
and  pledges  his  means,  but  he  will  give  as  good 
security  as  you  can  get  in  the  city  of  Boston  to 
attend   to  that  business.    Now,  Mr.  President,  if 
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we  are  here  to  represent  the  best  interests  of  the 
city  or  Boston  and  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the 
taxpayers  who  elected  us  to  attend  to  their  busi- 
ness here,  then  it  is  our  duty  10  give  Mr.  Reardon 
this  contract  at  that  price,  and  let  him  do  the 
work.  I  looked  over  the  appropriations  made  for 
the  department  for  several  years  back.  I  noticed 
that  when  Mr.  Doogue  first  came  in  charge  of  this 
department  the  work  was  done  for  less  than 
$45,000  the  first  year.  The  next  year  it  was  less 
than  $47,000,  and  now  it  is  going  up  to  $64,000. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  an  investigation  was  made 
by  a  joint  committee  of  the  City  Council  prior  to 
the  time  of  Mr.  Doogue's  election  to  office.  At 
that  time  the  department  cost  about  $90,000  a 
year,  and  Mr.  Doogue  put  it  down  to  $45,000  the 
first  year  he  was  in  office,  and  they  had  more 
work  done  than  they  ever  had  before  or  have  had 
done  since.  Now  he  wants  $64,000,  and  we  have 
an  opportunity  to  let  it  out  by  contract  for  $30,- 
000— just  one-third  that  the  former  superintendent 
did  it  for,  and  one-halt  of  what  this  superintend- 
ent desires  this  year.  I  submit  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  every  member  of  the  Council  to  give  his  vote 
in  support  of  Mr.  Reardon's  proposition.  I  don't 
know  why  it  is  this  committee  would  n't  allow 
Mr.  Reardon  to  testify  himself  and  be  properly 
represented  by  an  honorable  man  as  counsel.  I 
don't  know  why  any  man  is  not  entitled  to  be 
heard  by  counsel  and  to  produce  his  witnesses  if 
they  are  honorable  and  decent  men. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Pratt  to  recommit  was  de- 
clared lost.  Mr.  Maguire  doubted  the  vote,  and 
on  his  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
The  report  was  recommitted — yeas  39,  nays  27. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bartlett,  Bigelow,  Boyle,  Brimbe- 
cora.  H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Cotton,  Denney,  Ed- 
dy, Emery,  Farwel),  Fi«k,  Ford,  Gomez,  Gove, 
Hagar,  Harding,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Huntress, 
Lovell,  Maguire,  Mathews,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  Mc- 
Narnara,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Pope,  Pratt,  Smith, 
Swan,  Teevan,  Vlles,  Wakefield,  Walsh,  Welch, 
Whitmore,  Williams— 39. 

Nays— Messrs.  Barry,  Beal,  Brown,  Conlin,  Con- 
nell,  Costello,  Cronin,  Daly,  Dana,  Devlin,  C.  F. 
Doherty,  Dudley,  Fitzpatrick,  Freeman,  Green- 
ough,  Lauten,  McCormick,  P.  J.  McLaughlin, 
Means,  Murphy,  Parkraan,  Powers,  Quigley,  Rog- 
ers, Rosnosky,  Wharton,  Wheeler— 27. 

Absent  or  riot  voting — Messrs.  Bowker,  Child,  J. 
Doherty,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Pray— 5. 

Mr.  Pratt  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Parkman  hoped  the  Council  would  give  the 
committee  some  instructions  what  to  do. 

Mr.  Pratt  thought  the  committee  ought  by  this 
time  to  have  obtained  instructions  from  the 
course  of  the  debate. 

HERCELLA-STREET  HOME  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Bigelow  called  up  the  special  assignment, 
viz.: 

Order  for  transfers  to  the  appropriation  for 
Marcella-street  Home  Buildings  of  $9000  from  the 
appropriation  for  the  House  of  Industry,  and 
$2000  from  the  appropriation  for  the  House  of 
Correction. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  or- 
der. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  alluded  to  previeus 
action  upon  the  subject  and  the  difference  be- 
tween the  two  branches  in  regard  to  the  refer- 
ence of  the  order  lying  upon  the  table  for  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  cause  of  the  increased  cost  of 
the  building,  and  referred  to  a  pamphlet  giving 
the  details  of  the  expense,  which  had  been  placed 
upon  the  desks  of  members.  He  desired  to  have 
these  matters  officially  before  the  Council.  On 
his  motion  the  order  was  reassigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended, and  upon  his  motion  the  Council  took 
from  the  table  the  amendment  of  the  other 
branch  to  the  order,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  to  report  the  reasons  for  a  second  ap- 
propriation for  building  the  addition  to  Marcella- 
street  Home,  by  striking  out  "buildings,"  and  in- 
serting "institutions." 

Tne  question  was  upon  concurrence. 

Mr.  Whitmore  explained  the  position  of  affairs 
and  said  it  was  more  proper  that  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  should  investigate  this  mat- 
ter, as  thev  had  access  to  the  papers  in  the  City 
Architect's  office.  He  moved  to  non-concur  with 
the  other  branch. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23  still  believed  in  the  capa- 
bility of  the  directors  to  attend  to  their  business 


without  investigation,  and  any  investigation  will 
change  nothing.  The  building  is  all  right,  lacks 
only  a  little  of  beine  completed  and  is  under  the 
charge  of  the  directors.  The  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Institutions  felt  that  it  should  be  referred  to 
them.  It  is  not  a  public  building  unde r  the  care 
of  the  Superintendent. 

Mr.  Lauten  asked' if  it  was  not  a  public  building 
and  Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25  said  the  statutes 
placed  all  such  buildings  in  charge  of  the 
directors. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  preferred  to  have  the 
investigation  made  by  some  committee  other  than 
that  on  Public  Institutions,  although  he  had  con- 
fidence in  them,  but  they  might  naturally  be 
prejudiced  in  favor  of  the  Directors,  and  perhaps 
would  not  give  as  impartial  a  report  as  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten  the  Council  took  a 
recess  of  twenty  minutes  for  lunch,  after  which 
the  discussion  was  resumed. 

Mr.  Wheeler  moved  to  amend  the  order  so  that 
the  subject  for  investigation  should  be  referred 
to  a  joint  special  committee  of  three  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  three  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Institution?,  with  such 
as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  referred  to  the  fact 
that  an  additional  appropriation  of  $17,000  was 
requested  for  this  building  in  1879,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions,  of 
which  Mr.  Brown  was  a  member,  and  they  re- 
ported in  favor  of  granting  it.  He  insisted  that 
if  the  matter  was  to  be  investigated  it  should  not 
be  done  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions, 
and  he  intimated  that  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wheel- 
er was  a  compromise  which  had  been  arranged 
during  the  lunch. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24  and  Mr.  Bartlett  of  Wrard 
15  both  agreed  with  Mr.  Rosnosky  that  an  inves- 
tigation should  be  made  by  members  who  would 
not  be  biased  either  for  or  against  the'  directors. 
Mr.  Brown  said  this  $8000  was  for  something 
Mr.  Rosnosky  had  not  heard  of. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  that  while  acting  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  he  had 
discovered  this  matter,  and  if  it  was  referred  to 
another  committee  it  would  be  something  like 
stealing  his  thunder.  However,  be  thought  the 
members  of  both  committees  would  be  glad  to  be 
relieved  from  the  duty. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  again'insisted  that  the  committee 
should  be  one  not  connected  with  either  of  the 
other  committees. 

Mr.  Brown  said  the  additional  appropriation 
was  asked  for  early  in  1879,  and  it  was  then 
thought  best  not  to  put  it  in  the  tax  levy,  but 
wait  and  transfer  it  from  some  other  apprbpria 
tion,  which  was  done  afterwards  at  the  time  re- 
ferred to  by  Mr.  Rosnosky. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  objected  to  the  disregard 
of  the  custom  of  not  referring  a  matter  relating 
to  a  department  to  the  standing  committee  on 
that  department,  and  considered  it  a  reflection 
upon  the  Committee  of  Public  Institutions  if  the 
reference  were  made  otherwise. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  suggested  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares. 

Mr.  Lovell  thought  that  committee  were  over- 
worked now. 

The  Council  non-concurred  in  the  amendment 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  moved  to  amend  the  order  so  that 
the  committee  should  consist  of  five  members  of 
the  Common  Council  with  such  as  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  may  join,  and  that  no  member  of 
either  the  committees  on  Public  Institutions  or 
Public  Buildings  should  serve  on  the  special  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Rosnosky's  amendment  was  adopted,  and 
the  motion  as  amended  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Brimbecom  of 
Ward  18,  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16,  Bartlett  of  Ward 
15,  McLaughlin  of  Ward  7  and  Ford  of  Ward  17 
on  said  committee.    Sent  up. 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rosnosky  of 
Ward  16,  the  Council  took  from  the  table  the  re- 
port and  order  to]  transfer  $8000,  within  the  Pub- 
lic Institutions  appropriation,  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Marcella-street  Home  buildings,  and  the 
same  on  his  motion  was  referred  to  said  special 
committee.  Mr.  Rosnosky  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion.   Lost.    Sent  up. 
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POLICE  COMMISSIONER. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  moved  to  proceed  to 
a  ballot  upon  tub  question  of  confirming  the  ap- 
pointment of  Edward  J.  Jones  as  Police  Commis- 
sioner. 

Mr.  Pratt  moved  to  assign  to  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  and  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  both  object- 
ed, and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wbitmore,  the  main 
question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Greenough  said  it  was  but  right  be  should 
make  ,i  short  statement,  as  be  had  asked  to  have 
the  matter  Jam  over.  He  had  given  considerable 
attention  to  the  method  of  appointments  on  the 
police  force.  Although  he  had  occasion  to  take 
issue  with  the  Commissioners  as  to  some  of  their 
practices,  yet  he  felt  on  the  whole  that  no  matter 
what  political  backing  a  man  may  have,  it  is  im- 
possible for  him  to  get  on  the  force  unless  he 
is  a  first-class  man. 

A  ballot  was  taken.  Committee,  Messrs.  Gren- 
nough  of  Ward  9,  McLaughlin  of  Ward  6,  and 
Swan  of  Ward  24. 

Sixty  seven  ballots  were  cast,  of  which  sixty- 
three  were  for  confirmation  and  four  against,  and 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  JoLes  was  declared  con- 
firmed in  concurrence, 

REPRESENTATION  FROJI  WARDS  TWENTY-TWO  AND 
TWENTY-FIVE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25,  the  rule 
was  suspended  and  the  order  to  petition  for  an 
act  to  authnriz0  the  election  ef  three  Common 
Councilmen  in  Ward  22  and  two  in  Ward  25  taken 
from  the  table.  Mr.  Higelow  said  the  petitioners 
had  been  given  leave  to  withdraw  by  the  legisla- 
tive committee,  and  he  moved  to  indefinitely 
postpone. 

Mr.  Costello  of  Ward  22  asked  who  the  petition- 
ers were. 

Mr.  Bigelow  said  there  was  only  one  he  knew 
of — a  man  named  Clarke  of  Ward  22. 

Mr.  Costello— If  the  petitioners  were  granted 
leave  to  withdraw,  there  is  no  use  of  arguing  the 
question  here  tonight. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed.  Notice 
sent  up. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  moved  to  adjourn. 
HOMOEOPATHIC     HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  called  up  the  special 
assignment  for  8.15  P.  M.,  viz.: 

Order  to  grant  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital  a  lot 
of  land  on  Albany  street,  to  be  used  for  hospital 
purpose-. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1,  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned 
to  the  next  meeting,  at  nine  o'clock,  P.  M. 

VENTILATION  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  the  rule  was 
suspended,  and  he  offered  an  order— That  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be 
requested  and  authorized  to  expend,  under  the 
direction  of  the  City  Architect,  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing 8/500  in  providing  means  for  ventilating  the 
lower  hall  of  the  Public  Library  Building  on  Boyls- 
ton  street,  the  expense  thereof  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  public  Buildings;  and  that 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be,  and  he  hereby  is  au- 
thorized to  transfer  from  the  appropriation  for 
Public  Library  to  the  apnropriation  lor  Public 
Buildings  the  sum  of  .$2500  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Pratt  explained  that  the  matter  bad  been 
brought  up  before  the  Trustees  and  Committee 
on  Public  Library,  and  was  understood.  On  his 
motion  the  order  was  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee.    Sent  up. 

THE   STEAMER  PARISIAN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  the  rule 
was  suspended,  and  he  offered  an  order— That  a 
joint  special  committee  consisting  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  three  members  of  the  Common  Council, 
together  with  the  Chairman  and  such  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  as  may  be  joined, 
be  appointed  to  take  such  notice  of  the  arrival  at 
this  port  of  the  steamer  Parisian  of  the  Allan 
Royal  Mail  line  of  steamers,  as  said  committee 
may  deem  proper,  and  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
be  requested  to  unite  witli  said  committee. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  moved  that  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  be  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting  at  half-past  nine. 

Mr.  Wbitmore  thought  if  there  was  anything 
worthy  of  attention  of  a  committee  in  tbe  arrival 
oi  a  steamer  owned  by  a  private  company,  it  was 
worth  visiting  by  the  whole  City  Council.  He 
moved  to  amead  so  as  to  provide  that  the  com- 
mittee consist  of  the  whole  City  Council. 


Mr.  Wheeler  said  undoubtedly  the  City  Coun- 
cil would  be  invited  to  visit  the  shin,  but  tho  ar- 
rangements could  be  better  perfected  by  a  com- 
mittee. It  was  thought  some  courtesy  should  be 
extended  to  the  visiting  owner,  and  this  is  a  mat- 
ter of  considerable  importance  to  the  commercial 
interests  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  amendment  was  adopted— 34 
for,  25  against. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Wheeler  moved  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  order.    Lost. 

Mr.  Freeman  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  to  lay  the  whole  matter 
upon  the  table.    Lost. 

Mr.  Lovell  moved  to  specially  assign  to  the  next 
meeting  at  ten  oxlock.    Lost. 

Mr.  Swan  of  Ward  24  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  moved  to  amend  so  as 
to  include  all  the  citizens  and  taxpayers  of  Bos- 
ton. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  the  main  question 
was  ordered.  The  order  as  amended  was  passed 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  moved  to  suspena  the  rule  in 
order  that  it  may  take  its  second  reading  tonight. 

Mr.  Wheeler  called  for  tbe  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered. 

The  Council  refused  to  suspend  the  rule— yeas 
39,  nays  25— two-thirds  being  required. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barry,  Bartlett,  Boyle,  Brimbe- 
com,  Brown,  Conlin,  Costello,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Daly, 
Dana,  Denney,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Fisk,  Fitz- 
patrick, Gomez,  Gove,  Harding,  Lauten,  Ma- 
guire,  Mathews,  McConnick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin, 
McNamara,  Means,  P.  Morrison,  Murphy,  Pope, 
Powers,  Pratt,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Rosnosky,  Smith, 
Teevan,  Wakefield,  Walsh,  Welch,  Wbitmore— 40. 

Nays— Messrs.  Beal,  Bigelow,  H.  Ciapp,  H.  B. 
Clapp,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell,  Ford,  Free- 
man, Hagar,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Huntress, 
Lovell,  P.  J,  McLaughlin,  Mullett.  Parkman, 
Swan,  Viles,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Williams— 25. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Bowker,  Child, 
Connell,  J.  Doherty,  Greenough,  N.  M.  Morri- 
son, Pray— 7. 

Mr.  Wbitmore  raised  the  point  that  the  order 
not  requiring  an  expenditure  of  money,  the  rule 
need  not  be  suspended  to  put  it  unon  its  passage. 

The  President  said  the  point  was  well  taken. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbitmore  the  main  question 
was  ordered— 32  for,  27  against. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  22  desired  to  know  what 
provision  was  made  for  paying  the  expenses  of 
any  such  racket  as  the  gentlemen  proposed  to 
go  on. 

The  President  said  tbe  order  did  not  necessarily 
include  any  expense. 

The  order  was  declared  rejected— 30  for,  30 
against. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  moved  a  reconsideration,  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed— yeas  33,  nays  30. 

Yeas— Messis.  Barry,  Boyle,  Conlin,  ConnelI,Cos- 
tello,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Daly,  Denney,  Devlin,  C.  F. 
Doherty,  FitzpatriCK,  Gove,  Harding,  Lauten,  Ma- 
guile  Mathews,  McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P. 
J.  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  P.  Morrison,  Murphy, 
Powers,  Pratt,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Rosnosky,Teevan, 
Walsh,  Welch,  Whitniore— 32. 

Nays— Messrs.  Bartlett,  Beal,  Bigelow,  Brimbe- 
com,  Brown,  H.  Claop,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Dana,  Dudley,  , 
Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell,  Fisk,  Ford,  Freeman, 
Hagar,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Huntress,  Lovell, 
Means,  Mullett,  Parkman,  Pope,  Smith.  Swan, 
Viles,  Wakefield,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Williams 
-32. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Bowker,  Child, 
J.  Doherty,  Gomez,  Greenough,  N.  M.  Morrison, 
Pray— 7. 

Mr.  Freeman  moved  to  adjourn.  Lost— 23  for 
and  35  against. 

Mr.  Pratt  thought  that  after  all  these  various 
misunderstandings  on  a  sober  vote  the  Council 
would  think  it  better  to  have  a  committee  to 
make  arrangements.  He  moved  to  amend  by 
making  the  committee  consist  of  the  President 
with  four  members  of  tbe  Council  with  such  as 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join. 

Mr.  Whitmore  insisted  that  it  was  proper  that 
both  branches  should  meet  together  and  select 
their  committee  then.  It  was  rather  provincial 
to  kick  up  a  row  over  the  coming  of  one  steamer. 
He  thought  the  Council  had  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion to  stand  together  in  this  matter.  He  moved 
tbe  previous  question. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


Mr.  Prate  thought  it  was  an  event  of  impor- 
tance to  the  commercial  interests,  and  one  which 
the  City  Government  ought  to  take  cognizance  of 
in  pursuance  of  a  custom  which  has  long  pre- 
vailed. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Pratt's  amendment  was  rejected— 24  for,  33 
against. 

The  question  came  upon  the  passage  of  the 
order  as  amended  by  Mr.  Whituoore. 

The  order  was  passed  as  amended.  Mr.  Whit- 
more  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Parkman  moved  to  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  take  the  matter  into  consideration. 

The  President  said  the  motion  was  not  in  order, 
as  it  must  state  for  what  purpose  the  Council 
should  go  into  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Parkman  thought  they  were  all  unanimous 
on  the  subject  of  visiting  the  vessel,  and  he 
thought  the  Council  had  better  go  into  committee 
of  the  whole  to  consider  it. 

FIRES    AND    ALARMS. 

The  report  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  of  the 
fires  and  alarms  in  February  was  /eceived  and 
sent  up. 

DIRECTORS  FOR  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

Mr.  Bowker  of  Ward  16  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  joint  special  committee  appointed  to  nom- 
inate three  candidates  for  directors  for  public  in- 
stitutions at  large,  lor  three  years,  would  respect- 
fully recommend  the  election  of  the  following- 
named  persons  : 

Asa  H.  Caton, 

Joseph  H.  O'Nell, 

George  L.  Thorndike. 

For  the  majority, 

John  E,  Bowker. 

Minority  Report. 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  committee, 
dissents  from  the  report  made  by  the  majority 
and  respectfully  recommends  the  election  of  the 
t  ollowing-Damed  persons: 

Everett  Torrey, 

Frederick  Pease, 

Asa  H.  Caton. 

F.  W.  Pray. 
Minority  Report. 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  committee, 
dissents  from  the  foregoing  reports  and  respect- 
fully recommends  the  election  of  the  following- 
named  persons: 

Everett  Torrey, 

Frederick  Pease, 

Nathan  Sawyer. 

ALBERT  F.  LAUTEN. 

The  majority  report  was  accepted.    Sent  up. 
The  election  was  laid  over. 

CHANGE  OF  STEAMER    NO.  TWELVE. 

Mr.  Fisk  of  Ward  20  called  for  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  on  the  return 
of  Engine  No.  12  to  its  former  location. 

Mr.  Brown  rf  Ward  23  said  the  committee  had 
the  matter  under  consideration  and  made  a  vis- 
itation to  the  place,  but  were  not  prepared  to  re- 
port, and  ask  for  further  time.  Perhaps  they 
will  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Al- 
bert Richardson  to  be  compensated  for  personal 
injuries  occasioned  by  a  fall  in  Beacon  street, 
Dec.  29, 1880.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

LAW  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  submitted  the  follow- 
ing (City  Doc.  41): 

In  Common  Council,  March  18, 1881. 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
who  were  directed  by  the  City  Council  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  so  amending  or  changing  the 
ordinance  relating  to  the  Law  Department  as  to 
subdivide  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  that 
department,  submit  h  rewith  a  draft  of  an  ordi- 
nance, which  they  respectfully  recommend  the 
City  Council  to  adopt  in  place  of  the  present  or- 
dinance relating  to  said  department. 
For  the  Committee, 

Charles  Wheeler. 


City  of  Boston. 

In  the  Year  One  Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and 

Eighty-one. 

An  Ordinance 

Concerning  the  Law  Department. 

Be  it  ordained   by  the  Aldermen   and  Common 

Council  oi   the  city  of  Boston,  in  City  Council 

assembled,  as  follows: 

Section  1.  On  the  first  Monday  of  February, 
annually,  or  within  sixty  days  thereafter,  there 
shall  be  elected  by  concurrent  vote  of  both 
branches  of  the  City  Council  a  Corporation  Coun- 
sel and  a,  City  Solicitor,  each  of  whom  shall  hold 
office  for  one  year  from  the  first  Monday  of  July 
in  the  year  in  which  he  mav  be  elected,  and  until 
his  successor  is  elected,  unless  sooner  removed, 
and  shall  not  hold  any  other  office  under  the  City 
Government  during  the  period  for  which  he  is 
elected. 

They  may  be  removed  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
City  Council,  and  vacaucies  may  lie  tilled  at  any 
time  for  an  unexpired  term  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  original  appointments  are  made. 

Sect.  2.  The  City  Solicitor  may,  within  sixty 
days  after  his  election,  appoint,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  two 
assistant  solicitors,  two  conveyancers,  and  a  clerk 
of  the  Law  Department,  each  of  whom  shall  hold 
office  for  one  year  from  the  first  Monday  of  July 
in  the  year  in  which  he  may  he  appointed,  and 
until  his  successor  is  appointed,  unless  sooner  re- 
moved. They  may  be  removed  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  City  Solicitor,  with  the  approval  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  and  vacancies  may  be  filled 
at  any  time  for  an  unexpired  term  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  original  appointments  are  made. 
In  case  the  City  Solicitor  shall  omit  to  appoint 
the  above-named  officers  as  above  required,  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  may  elect  them. 

Sect.  3.  The  Corporation  Counsel  and  City 
Solicitor  may  employ  such  office  clerks,  messen- 
gers and  similar  subordina:es  as  shall  be  needed, 
and  for  whose  payment  provision  shall  first  be 
made  by  the  City  Council. 

Sect.  4.  Whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  additional  legal  assistance 
is  temporarily  required,  the  said  committee  may, 
by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  its  members,  en- 
gage suitable  counsel,  and  fix  the  compensation 
therefor;  provided,  however,  that  no  amount 
exceeding  three  thousand  dollars  in  any  one  year 
shall  be  so  expended,  unless  the  consent  of  the 
City  Council  has  been  first  obtaiued. 

Sect.  5.  The  Corporation  Counsel  shall  furnish 
legal  opinions  on  any  subjects  or  questions  sub- 
mitted to  him  by  the  Mayor,  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, the  Common  Couucil,  School  Committee, 
any  joint  committee,  or  any  committee  of  either 
branch  of  the  City  Council,  or  any  board  elected 
by  the  City  Council,  or  by  any  officer  of  the  City 
Government  who  may  need  advice  in  regard  to 
the  discharge  of  his  or  their  official  duties.  The 
City  Solicitor,  assistant  solicitors  and  convey- 
ancers shall  also  be  entitled  to  his  advice  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties. 

Sect.  6.  The  City  Solicitor  shall  commence 
and  prosecute  all  actions  and  suits  begun 
by  the  city,  and  defend  all  actions  and 
suits  brought  against  the  city  in  any  court  or 
other  tribunal  in  this  Commonwealth;  also  ap- 
pear as  counsel  in  any  other  action,  suit  or  prose- 
cution which  may  involve  the  rights  and  inter- 
ests of  the  city,  and  defend  any  of  the  officers  of 
the  city  in  '  suits  and  prosecutions  against 
them  tor  any  official  action,  or  the 
performance  of  any  official  duty,  when 
any  estate,  right,  privilege,  ordinance,  act,  or 
direction  of  the  City  Government  may  be  brought 
in  question.  And  the  said  City  Solicitor  shall 
also,  in  behalf  of  the  city,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters,  and  not  otherwise,  appear  as  counse 
before  the  Legislature  ot  the  Commonwealth,  or 
any  committee  thereof,  whenever  the  interest 
and  welfare  of  the  city  may  be  directly  or  inci- 
dentally affected;  he  shall  examine  all  titles  to 
real  property,  and  have  the  care  and  custody  of 
records  relating  to  the  same;  shall  draft  all  deeds 
and  other  legal  papers  pertaining  to  real  property 
which  by  law,  usage  or  agreement  the  city  may 
be  at  the  expense  of  drawing;  and  shall  perform 
all  other  professional  duties  incident  to  the  office 
which  may  be  required  of  him  by  the  Mayor,  the 
City  Council,  or  either  branch  thereof,  or  by  any 
joint  or  separate  committee  thereof,  or  by  any 
board  elected  by  the  City  Couucil. 
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Sect.  7.  The  City  Solicitor  shall  have  the  direc- 
tion and  control  of  the  assistant  solicitors  and 
couveyaucers  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Sect.  8.  Any  of  the  duties  required  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  Corporation  Counsel  may  be  re- 
quired of  the  City  Solicitor. 

Sect.  9.  The  books,  records,  papers  and  ac- 
counts of  the  Law  Department  shall  be  kept  and 
maintained  in  the  manner  now  in  use,  subject  to 
such  directions  as  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
may  make  from  time  to  time,  and  shall  remain  the 
property  of  the  city. 

Sect.  10.  Whenever  the  city  buys  or  takes  a 
piece  of  land,  the  City  Solicitor  shall,  if  requested 
to  do  so  by  the  grantor,  furnish,  without  charge, 
the  necessary  deed  for  the  transfer  of  the  same. 
Whenever  any  special  contract  is  made  by  the 
city,  or  any  department  thereof,  with  any  con- 
veyancer, to  investigate  any  title  to  property, 
such  contract  shall  provide,  if  expedient,  that 
not  only  the  abstract  of  the  title,  but  also  a  copy 
of  the  schedule  or  minutes  upon  which  such  ab- 
stract is  based,  shall  be  furnished,  which  shall 
be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  City  Solicitor. 

Sect.  11.  Whenever  either  of  the  officers  of  the 
Law  Department  is  obliged  to  attend  to  the  city's 
business  out  of  its  limits,  he  shall  be  allowed 
such  reasonable  travelling  expenses  as  shall  be 
approved  by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Sect.  12.  All  ordinances  or  parts  of  ordinances 
inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance 
are  hereby  repealed. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  ordinance  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

REVISION  OF  THE    ORDINANCES. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred among  the  uniinished  business  of  last  year 
the  subject  of  a  revision  of  the  ordinances,  beg 
leave  to  report  in  part  at  this  time  by  recom- 
mending the  pass-age  of  the  accompanying  ordi- 
nances. For  the  Committee, 

William  F.  Wharton. 
An  Ordinance 
To  amend  an  Ordinance  relating  to  Clerk  of  Com- 
mittees. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Section  3  of  the  ordinances  relating 
to  Clerk  of  Committees,  printed  on  page  200  of  the 
edition  of  the  Statutes  and  Ordinances  for  1876, 
is  hereby  repealed  and  the  following  enacted  in 
place  thereof  : 

"Sect.  3.  The  said  clerk  shall  annually  appoint 
an  assistant,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  City 
Council,  and  may  employ  any  needed  clerical  as- 
sistance in  his  department,  for  which  an  appro- 
priation may  be  made  in  the  annual  order.  He 
shall  be  responsible  for  all  acts  of  his  subordi- 
nates in  their  official  capacity." 
An  Ordinance 
To  amend  an  Ordinance  establishing  the  Office  of 

Messenger  to  the  City  Council. 
Re  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  establishing  the  office 
of  Messenger  to  the  City  Council,  as  printed  upon 
pages  524  and  525  of  the  edition  of  Statutes  and 
Ordinances  for  1876,  is  amended  as  follows: 

The  second  section  of  said  ordinance  is  amend- 
ed by  striking  out  of  lines  tnree  and  four  the 
words,  "and  the  School  Committee." 

The  third  section  is  amended  by  inserting  after 
the  word  "removed"  in  the  third  line,  the  words, 
"or  suspended." 

"Sect.  2.  The  fourth  section  of  said  ordinance 
is  hereby  repealed  and  the  following  enacted  in 
place  thereof :  • 

"Sect.  4.  The  City  Messenger  shall  have  the 
care  of  the  City  Hall  and  all  offices  therein  ex- 
cept as  heroinatter  specified,  and  may  appoint  all 
necessary  subordinates  to  enable  him  to  discharge 
such  duty,  provided  that  he  does  not  exceed 
the  amount  specified  in  the  annual  appro- 
priation. Such  subordinates  may  be  discharged 
or  suspended  by  the  City  Messenger  or  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  and  in  all  other 
matters  specified  in  this  section  the  City  Messen- 
ger shall  be  subject  to  the  control  of  said  commit- 
tee. The  said  committee  shall  appoint  the  engi 
neer,  watchman  and  persons  employed  on  the 
elevator.  The  City  Messenger  shall  have  the 
direction  of  any  detail  of  police  specified  assigned 
to  protect  the  City  Hall  or  to  preserve  order  In 
any  part  thereof." 

Sect.  3.  The  said  ordinance  is  further  amended 
by  adding  the  following  sections: 

"Sect.  5.    The  large  hall  now  used  for  the  meet- 


ings of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  the  ante-room 
adjoining  on  the  easterly  side,  the  City  Clerk's 
room  and  private  office  on  the  west  side,  are 
hereby  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen." 

"Sect.  6.  The  hall  used  for  the  meetings  of 
the  Common  Council,  the  ante-room,  committee- 
room  and  wash-room  adjacent  on  the  easterly 
side,  the  lobby  and  clerks'  room  on  the  westerly 
side,  and  the  President's  room  adjoining  the 
clerks'  room,  are  hereby  placed  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Common  Council. 

"Sect.  7.  The  Mayor's  office  and  private  room 
are  hereby  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Mayor. 

"Sect.  8.  Each  branch  of  the  City  Government 
above  named  shall  have  power  to  prescribe  rules 
for  the  use  of  its  own  apartments  and  to  direct 
the  expenditures  of  such  sums  of  monej  as  shall 
be  from  time  to  time  appropriated  therefor. 

"Sect.  9.  All  ordinances  and  parts  of  ordi- 
nances inconsistent  with  this  ordinance  are  here- 
by repealed." 

An  Ordinance 
Concerning  the  Mayor's  Clerk. 
BeJ.it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  In  the  discharge  of  his  official  du- 
ties, his  Honor  the  Mayor  is  hereby  empowered  to 
employ  a  clerk,  wh>  shall  be  entitled  tosuch  com- 
pensation as  the  City  Council  may  from  time  to 
time  prescribe. 

Sect.  2.  The  ordinance  to  establish  the  office  of 
Mayor's  Clerk,  as  printed  upon  pages  521  and  522 
of  the  edition  of  Statutes  and  Ordinances  pub- 
lished in  the  year  1876,  is  hereby  repealed. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

The  several  ordinances  were  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  it  was 
ordered  that  they  be  printed. 

Mr.  Quigley  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

THE   WOODWARD    DEFALCATION. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  call  for  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  on  the  Wood- 
ward Defalcation.  I  understand  that  they  have 
charge  of  the  matter,  and  that  two  orders  have 
been  referred  to  them.  I  therefore  desire  to  call 
on  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  Council  for  either  a  report  or  an  explanation. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18— That  matter  is  not  in  the 
hands  of  any  committee.  By  referring  to  the 
files  of  last  year,  Dec.  9,  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
Common  Council,  I  find  that  the  Committee  on 
the  Treasury  Department  made  a  report  on  the 
communication  of  the  Sinking  Fund  Commission- 
ers, recommending  the  passage  of  the  following 
order: 

"Ordered,  That  the  City  Solicitor  be  directed 
to  take  such  action  as  may  be  necessary  to  re- 
cover the  amount  of  the  deficiency  in  the  funds 
of  the  city,  including  the  sinking  funds,  which 
are  in  the  care  and  custody  of  the  City  Treas- 
urer." 

That  order  was  passed  Dec.  9  and  sent  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  who  concurred,  Dec.  13,  and 
the  matter  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Law  De- 
partment. I  will  say,  for  the  information  of  the 
fentleman  ana  other  members  of  the  Council,  that 
am  informed  that  the  matter  will  be  brought 
up  at  the  next  term  of  the  court,  which  will  be 
in  April,  and  that  no  time  has  been  lost  in  bring- 
ing it  forward. 

SUPERINTENDENT   OF  PRINTING. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  Messrs. ,  with   such   as  the  Board  of 

Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  committee  to  nominate 
a  Superintendent  of  Public  Printing  for  the  cur- 
rent year.  Ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting. 

COMMON    COUNCIL     RULES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order— That,  the  Spe- 
cial Committee  on  the  Rules  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil be  instructed  to  consider  and  report  if  any 
amendment  can  be  made  to  prevent  a  member 
from  using  Rule  21  as  a  means  to  inquire  about 
the  presence  of  a  quorum.    Passed. 

SUMMER    CONCERTS. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19  offered  an  order— That 
a  joint  special  committee  be  appointed  to  make 
arrangements  for  free  concerts  on  the  Common 
and  Public  Grounds  during  the  summer  months, 
the  expense,  not  exceeding  $2000,  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Incidentals. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Maguire,  the 
rule  was  suspended,  and  the  order  was  read  a 
second  time  and  put  upon  its  passage. 
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Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  16  moved  to  amend  by  sub- 
stituting tile  following;: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc., 
be  instructed  to  make  arrangements  for  free 
concerts  on  the  Common  and  public  grounds  dur- 
ing the  summer  months;  the  expense,  not  exceed- 
ing $2000,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  tor 
Incidentals. 

Mr.  Magui-re— I  hope  the  amendment  will  not 
prevail.  Previous  to  last  year  a  special  commit- 
tee always  had  charge  of  it,  and  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  question  in  the  minds  of  gentlemen 
here  that  they  provided  better  music,  and  at 
more  seasonable  times,  than  did  the  commit- 
tee last  year.  Previous  to  last  year  the 
concerts  commenced  about  the  first  of 
June.  Every  gentleman  knows  the  best 
bands  are  engaged  in  July  and  August,  and  it  is 
only  possible  to  get  second  or  third  rate  bands 
then.  As  the  Committee  on  Common  bave  many 
things  on  their  hands  besides  the  John  Reardon 
matter,  I  tbiok  they  have  more  than  they  can  at- 
tend to,  and  a  special  committee  had  better  take 
charge  of  this.  I  hope  the  original  order  will 
pass. 


Mr.  Barry — There  is  no  question  but  what  the 
Committee  on  Common  will  secure  as  good  music 
as  any  special  committee  will,  and  I  think  it  is 
the  proper  committee  to  do  it.  The  order  was 
handed  to  me  this  evening  and  I  thought  it  was 
proper  to  introduce  it. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  2— The  reason  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  did  n't  have  the  concerts  ear- 
lier last  year  was  because  those  people  who  go 
away  duriag  the  summer  have  plenty  of  means  of 
enjoyment  in  June,  and  the  concerts  were  given 
in  July  and  August  that  the  poor  people  and 
those  who  cannot  get  away  might  enjoy  them  in 
July  and  August.  I  hope  the  Committee  on 
Common  will  be  allowed  to  take  this  matter  in 
hand. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25—1  move  that  this  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Fourth  of  July  Committee.  It  seems 
to  me  the  Committee  on  Common  have  all  they 
can  attend  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting  at  9%  o'clock  P.  M. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Connell  of 
Ward  20. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    31,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  tour  o'clock  1*.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'BrieD,  chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  as  follows: 

Thirty-six  traverse,  First  Session,  Saperior 
Court. 

Thirty-six  traverse,  Second  Session,  Superior 
Court. 

Thirty-six  traverse,  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department.  Silas 
Potter  and  others,  not  to  remove  Engine  No.  12 
from  its  preseut  location. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Trustees  of  the  Children's  Hospital,  for 
leave  to  establish  and  maintain  their  institution 
at  the  corner  of  Huntington  avenue  and  Camden 
street. 

P.  H.  Rogers,  to  occupy  stable  for  twenty  horses 
on  Rogers  wharf. 

Eugene  Van  R.  Thayer,  to  occupy  new  brick 
stable  for  five  horses  on  Newbury  street  near 
Hereford  street,  Ward  11. 

Tudor  Company,  to  occupy  old  brick  stable  for 
fifty  horses  on  Charlestown  avenue,  Ward  5, 
Tudor  wharf. 

James  O'Connor,  to  occupy  new  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  ou  Marsh  street,  Ward  24. 

Bridget  Dooley,  to  occupy  new  wooden  stable 
for  one  horse  at  7  Fellows  place,  Ward  20. 

Ellen  Murry,  to  occupy  new  wooden  stable  for 
four  horses  on  Centre  street,  near  Orchard  street, 
Ward  23. 

To  the.  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Bernard 
Lennon,to  be  compensated  for  damages  to  his 
estate  ou  Orange  court  by  tne  raising  of  the  grade 
of  the  Northampton-street  district. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  David  H.  McKay, 
for  extension  ot  the  Water-street  sewer. 

Charles  A.  Deane  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  on  Walnut 
avenue  between  Elinore  and  Dale  streets. 

W.  H.  L.  Smith  et  at.,  that  a  sewer  be  laid  on 
Mill  street,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines.  Ferdi- 
nand Scuckler  and  other  resideuts  on  Everett 
street,  Charlestown,  jfor  abatement  of  a  steam- 
whistle  nuisance  on  the  Asbestos  Packing  Com- 
pany's Factory. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts.  John  P. 
Manning,  Clerk  of  Superior  Criminal  Court,  for 
additional  allowance  for  clerk  hire. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Austin  Maguin- 
ness  for  a  retaining  wall  on  Hyde  Park  avenue. 

J.  A.  Sprague  et  al.,  for  flagging  crossings 
across  Centre  and  Cedar  streets,  Roxbury. 

William  H.  Alley,  that  Fairfield  street  between 
Newbury  and  Boylston  streets  be  put  in  order. 

Johu  Gormley,  for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  this  city. 

P.  J.  Calnan,  for  license  to  water  streets  in 
Charlestown. 

James  Pope  et  al.,  that  plank  waiks  be  laid  in 
portions  of  Richmond  and  Adams  streets,  Ward 
24. 

G.  W.  &  J.  B.  Hagar  et  al.,  that  sidewalks  be 
laid  on  Atlantic  avenue,  between  Central  and 
State  streets. 

Central  Wharf  &  Wet  Dock  Company,  for  side- 
walk on  Atlantic  avenue,  between  Central  and 
State  streets. 

L.  C.  Moseley  and  Calvin  C.  Tuttle,  executors, 
for  license  to  sprinkle  certain  stieets  in  this  city. 

Alviu  J.  Tuttle,  for  license  to  water  certain 
streets  ot  Boston. 

Orsamus  Nute,  for  license  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  this  city. 

CuoU  &  Handy,  for  license  to  sprinkle  certain 
streets  in  Roxbury. 

S.  H.  Whitwell,  for  pla^  walk  and  fence  on 
Marlborough  street,  between  Exeter  and  Fairfield 
Streets. 

Ezra  Conautet  al.,  that  Elmore  and  Wilmont 
streets  be  graded  and  put  to  order. 

Jane  Brown,  for  abatement  of  sidewalk  assess- 
ment at  228  Everett  street. 

Malachi  Clark,  for  renewal  of  license  to  sprin- 
kle certain  streets. 


Daniel  Clark,  for  renewal  of  his  license  to  sprin- 
kle certain  streets. 

Alonzo  B.  Hathaway  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be 
set  and  sidewalks  laid  on  Grimes  street. 

Eddy  Sherman  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  South  street  be 
put  in  proper  condition  for  public  travel. 

Brush  Electric  Lighting  Company,  for  permis- 
sion to  place  four  posts  on  Scollay  tquare. 

Peter  McBreen  for  brick  sidewalk  at  128  Castle 
street. 

John  R.  Withington  et  al..,  that  sidewalk  cor- 
ner Linwood  street  and  Linwood  square   be   laid. 

Sylvester  Richards  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  7  Webster  street,  Ward  4,  to  Monument 
street  and  Bunker  Hill  street,  Ward  3. 

Mary  M.  Starr,  for  abatement  or  edgestones  as- 
sessment on  Green  street,  West  Roxbury. 

HEARING    OF    PETITION     FOR    STEAM   ENGINE. 

A  hearing  was  had,  in  accordance  with  the 
order  of  notice  returnable  this  day,  on  the  fol- 
lowing petition  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam 
engine: 

B.  O.  &  G.  C.  Wilson,  34  Merchants'  Row. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines. 

PAPERS    FROM   THE   COMMON   COUNCIL. 

Report  of  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  ex- 
hibiting the  number  of  alarms  of  fires  in  the 
month  ot  February.    Placed  on  file. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Al- 
bert Richardson,  to  be  compensated  for  personal 
injuries  on  Beacon  street.  Accepted  in  concur- 
rence. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  that  provision 
has  been  made  in  next  appropriation  bill  for  the 
proposed  extension  of  Harrison  avenue  and  of  D 
street.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Marcella-street  Home. 

The  order  of  inquiry  into  excess  of  expendi- 
tures over  appropriations  on  Marcella-street 
Home  buildings  comes  up  referred  to  a  special 
committee  (Messrs.  Bartlett,  Ford,  Rosnosky, 
Brimoecom,  and  J.  A.  McLaughlin  to  be  joined). 

Alderman  Slade— I  don't  believe  it  is  best  to  re- 
fer that  to  a  special  committee.  If  the  commit- 
tees on  Public  Buildings  and  Institutions  are  not 
competent  t.o  take  care  nf  that  matter  they  had 
better  be  discharged. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade,  the  Board  ad- 
hered to  their  former  vote  referring  the  matter 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions.  Sent 
down. 

The  order  proposing  a  transfer  of  $8000,  for  fur- 
niture and  improvements  in  Marcella-street 
Home  and  grounds,  comes  up  referred  to  the  spe- 
cial committee  already  appointed  [see  above]  on 
subject  of  expenditures  for  this  institution.  On 
motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  Board  non-con- 
curred in  the  reference  and  referred  said  order 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions.  Sent 
down. 

DIRECTORS  FOR    PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 
A  report  making  the  following  nominations  for 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions  came  up  for  con- 
currence, viz.: 

Majority— Asa  H.  Caton,  Jeseph  H.  O'Neil, 
George  L.  Thorudike. 

Minority— Asa  H.  Caton,  Everett  Torrey,  Fred- 
eric Pease. 

Minority— Everett  Torrey,  Frederic  Pease,  Na- 
than Sawyer. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  a  ballot  ordered. 
Committee— Aldermen  Flynn,  Breck. 

Whole  number  o£  ballots X2 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Asa  H.  Caton   had ...'."       *8 

Joseph  H.  O'Neil (; 

GeorK«  L.  Tliorndike '    4 

Everett'Torrey , , "J  h 

Frederick  Pease a 

Nathan  isawjer ..'.....  2 

Messrs.  Caton,  Torrey  and  Pease  were  declared 
elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  Sent  down. 
The  steamer  Parisian. 
An  order  came  up  appointing  all  the  members 
of  the  Common  Council,  with  such  as  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  may  join,  a  special  committee,  with 
the  Mayor,  to  take  such  notice  of  the  arrival  of 
steamer  Parisian  of  the  Allan  line  as  may  be 
deemed  best. 

Alderman  Whitten— Owing  to  the  size  of  the 
committee,  I  move  to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  It  is  an  important  matter  to  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  city.  The  action  of  the 
Council  may  not  have  been  In,  accordance  with 
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the  wishes  of  some  of  its  members,  as  ex- 
pressed to  members  of  this  Board,  hut  I  hope  the 
City  Government  will  take  some  action. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  am  in  hearty  sympathy 
with  the  appointment  of  such  a  committee,  but 
this  seemed  to  be  ridiculous,and  I  therefore  moved 
to  indefinitely  postpone.  I  will  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion, g 

Alderman  Slade — If  I  could  fix  it  that  so  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  could  be  authorized  to  recog- 
nize the  arrival  of  this  steamship,  I  would  be  glad 
to  do  it,  as  it  is  one  of  the  largest  ships  that  ever 
came  to  this  port. 

Alderman  Whitten  moved  to  add  the  President 
of  the  Common  Council. 

Alderman  Viles  moved  to  add  the  Chairman  of 
the  Board. 

The  order  was  amended  and  passed  in  the  fol- 
io wing  form: 

Ordefed,  That  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  the  President  of  the  Common 
Council  be  appointed  to  take  such  notice  of  the; 
arrival  at  this  port  of  the  steamer  Parisian  of  the 
Allan  Royal  Mail  line  of  steamers,  as  said  com- 
mittee may  deem  proper,  and  that  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  be  requested  to  unite  with  said  committee. 

Sent  down. 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries. 

A  certificate  came  down  of  the  election  of  Mar- 
tin M.  Hancock  as  a  director  of  East  Boston  fer- 
ries, in  place  of  Edward  Pearl. 

A  baliot  was  ordered.  Committee— Aldermen 
Woolley,  Viles : 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Neeessarv  for  a  choice 7 

Edward  Pearl 9 

Martin  M.  Hancock 3 

Mr.  Pearl  was  elected  in  non-concurrence. 
First  Assistant  Assessor. 

A  certificate  came  down  of  the  election  of  John 
J.  Murphy  as  First  Assistant  Assessor  in  place  of 
Gideon  Walker. 

A  ballot  was  ordered. 

Committee,  Aldermen  Breck,  Flynn. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

John  J.  Murphy  had 6 

Gideon  Walker 6 

There  being  no  choice,  a  second  ballot  was 
taken. 

John  J.  Murphy  had 1 

Gideon  Walker 5 

Mr.  Murphy  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

PETITIONS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Petitions  were  received  for  leave  to  locate  and 
use  steam  engines  as  follows: 

Brush  Electric  Lighting  Company,  for  leave  to 
locate  and  use  steam  engine  and  boiler  of  250 
horse-power  at  3-7  Lancaster  street. 

George  E.  Morrill,  for  leave  to  erect  and  use  a 
stationary  steam  engine  at  No.  10  Chamber  street, 
Charlestown. 

Fairfield  &  Gertz,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a 
stationary  steam  engine  at  474  Tremont  street. 

Orders  were  passed  for  hearings  thereon  on 
April  11,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M. 

LOCATION  ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Met- 
ropolitan Railroad  Company  accepting  their 
seventy-eighth  location.    Placed  on  file. 

PERMIT  FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions on  petitions  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
steam  engines  as  follows: 

Knott  Refrigerator  Company,  95  Fulton  street. 

Union  Carpet  Lining  Company,  84-86  Lenox 
street. 

Severally  accepted. 

THE  FROST  VS.   FLYNN  AND  HALDEMAN    CONTEST- 
ED ELECTION  CASE. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignments, 
viz.: 

Reftorts  of  Committee  on  Election  of  certain 
members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  (City  Doc. 
38  *) 

Petition  of  Benjamin  F.  Anthony  for  a  recount 
of  the  ballots  cast  at  the  last  municipal  election 
for  him  as  Alderman. 

Alderman  Caldwell  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
majority  report,  which  recommended  the  passage 
of  a  resolve  declaring  the  seat  of  Alderman  Flynn 
vacant  and  that  William  Frost  is  entitled  thereto. 


Alderman  Hersey  moved  the  adoption  of  his 
minority  report,  recommending  the  throwing  out 
of  ihe  vote  of  Precinct  3,  Ward  13,  and  the  pas- 
sage of  a  resolve  that  the  seats  of  Aldermen 
Flynn  and  Haldeman  are  vacant,  and  that  Wil- 
liam Frost  and  George  S.  Dexter  are  entitled 
thereto. 

Alderman  Woolley  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
minority  report  of  Alderman  O'Brien  which  rec- 
ommended accepting  the  official  return  of  Pre- 
cinct 3,  Ward  13,  as  the  true  return,  which  re- 
tained Alderman  Flynn  in  his  seat. 

The  chairman  read  the  following  in  response  to 
the  order  passed  at  the  last  meeting: 

Opinion. 

If  the  Board  of  Aldermen  adjudge  that  Mr.  An- 
thony is  elecred  a  member  of  the  Board,  his  omis- 
sion to  serve  upon  the  .  'ity  Clerk  the  notice  pro- 
vided for  in  chapter  188,  section  2,  of  the  acts  of 
1876,  is  no  barrier  to  his  right  to  a  seat  in  the 
Board.  There  was  no  obligation  resting  upon 
him  to  serve  such  notice;  and  the  notice,  if  given, 
would  have  affected  only  the  preservation  of  evi- 
dence, and  not  the  right  ot  the  candidate  to  his 
seat  if  elected.  J.  P.  Healt, 

City  Solicitor. 

Alderman  Flynn  —  Being  a  party  interested 
here,  I  do  not,  o"f  course,  intend  to  debate  this 
matter,  but  in  order  that  the  question  of  Mr. 
Anthonv's  right  to  have  his  votes  recounted  shall 
be  considered  by  this  Board,  before  any  action  is 
taken  on  the  contested  seat  of  myself  as  against 
Mr.  Frost,  I  would  move  that  the  petition  of  Mr. 
Anthony  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Re- 
count of  Votes,  with  instructions  to  recount  the 
vote  for  Mr.  Anthony. 

Alderman  Hersey — Under  the  decision  of  the 
City  Solicitor  I  shall  not  attempt  to  make  any  ob- 
jection to  the  counting  of  Mr.  Anthony's  vote. 
But  it  seems  to  me  it  is  not  worth  while  "to  delay 
the  reorganization  of  this  Board  for  the  purpose 
of  recounting  his  vote.  The  relation  of  his  vote 
to  that  of  the  other  members  of  this  Board  is  such 
that  it  is  hardly  possible  that  any  changes  can  be 
made  by  a  recount.  From  an  analysis  of  the  votes 
recounted  by  your  committee,  it  appears  that  Al- 
derman Haldeman  had  20,901  votes  by  the  ward  re- 
turns, lost  264  in  Precinct  3  of  Ward  13,  and  gained 
67  in  the  other  precincts,  making  20,704.  Alder- 
man Flynn  had  by  the  ward  returns  20,785,  lost  in 
Precinct  3,  257,  and  lost  in  the  other  precincts  93, 
making  20,435.  Mr.  Frost  had  by  the  ward  re- 
turns 20,801 ,  lost  13  in  Precinct  3,  and  lost  153  in  all 
the  other  precincts,  making  20,635.  Mr.  Thomp- 
son had  20,740  by  the  ward  returns,  lost  in  Pre- 
cinct 3,  16,  and  lost  in  all  the  other  precincts  139, 
making  20,585.  Mr.  Dexter  bad  20,731  by  the  ward 
returns,  lost  in  Precinct  3,  9.  and  lost  in  all  the 
other  precincts  98  Mr.  Anthony  had  by  the  ward 
returns  20,601,  lost  in  Precinct  3,  256,  and  gained 
in  all  the  other  precincts  159,  making  20,502.  So 
it  appears  he  made  this  astonishing  gain  bv  the 
recount  of  the  committee  of  the  precedine  IViard 
ol  Aldermen.  He  still  lacks  123  votes  of  tyinsr 
the  vote  of  Mr.  Frost.  It  is  hardly  possible  tliat  a 
recount  will  add  anything  to  the  large  gain  by 
the  preceding  count"  It  seems  to  me  it  was  an  er- 
ror in  the  last  count  by  which  he  was  credited 
with  a  larger  number  of  votes  than  he  was  enti- 
tled to.  It  was  probably  the  same  error  that  oc- 
curred in  the  count  of  the  other  Democratic 
aldermen.  It  seems  hardly  worth  while  to  delay 
the  reorganization  of  the  Board  to  go  into  a  count 
for  a  candidate  where  there  is  such  a  bare  possi- 
bility of  a  change  being  made. 

Alderman  Flynn— Not  at  all  impossible.  Not  at 
all,  from  the  very  fact  that  after  the  recount  by 
this  second  committee  I  found  a  mistake  of  9 
votes,  and  they  added  that  to  their  original  re- 
turn and  called  it  a  part  of  their  report.  lean 
go  on  from  one  precinct  to  another  and  find  these 
mistakes.  I  say  Mr.  Anthony  is  entitled  to  a  re- 
count of  those  votes,  if  one  can  be  had  by  any 
committee  other  than  the  committee  which  made 
this  second  recount.  I  am  free  to  say  I  can  find 
these  discrepancies  m  these  precincts.  In  Ward 
25,  Precinct  2, 1  found  a  discrepancy  against  my- 
self of  9  votes,  and  I  called  the  attention  of  the 
Chair  to  it,  and  he  called  his  committee  together, 
and  Alderman  Haldeman  and  myself  bad  a  gain 
in  that  recount  of  9  votes.  Now  it  is  surprising 
that  Mr.  Anthony  should  not  gain  any  votes, 
while  I  gained  9  iu  that  one  precinct.  I  cau  see 
nothing  impossible  in  <t  at  all,  and  I  can  see  noth- 
ing improper  in  his  having  his  votes  recounted. 

Alderman  Tucker— 1  would  inquire  if  the  peti- 
tion of  Mr.  Anthony  is  properly  before  us'.' 
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The  Chairman— Ic  was  specially  assigned  to  this 
meeting. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  supposed  we  had  other 
matters  before  us. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  understand  the  petition  of 
Mr.  Anthony  is  for  a  recount  of  votes  in  case 
Alderman  Flynn  is  unseated.  For  that  reason  I 
move  that  ir  be  laid  on  the  table  with  the  commu- 
nication of  the  City  Solicitor. 

Alderman  Flynn  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
The  motion  to  table  was  carried— yeas  8,  nays  4. 

Yeas— Alderman  Breck,  Caldwell,  Curtis,  Her- 
sey, Slade,  Tucker,  Viles,  Whitten— 8. 

Nays— Alderman  Flynn,  Haldeman,  O'Brien, 
Woolley — 4. 

When  the  name  of  Alderman  Haldeman  was 
called  he  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting. 

Alderman  Flynn  raised  the  point  of  order  that 
the  request  came  too  late,  and  should  have  been 
made  before  the  roll  was  called,  and  Alderman 
Haldeman  voted. 

The  question  came  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
minority  report  of  Alderman  O'Brien. 

Alderman  Haldeman— As  I  am  a  party  in  these 
contested  seats,  and  interested  in  each  of  the 
three  reports,  I  desire  to  be  excused  from  voting 
on  either  of  them,  and  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
Board. 

The  Chairman— Is  the  Board  ready  for  the  ques- 
tion? 

Alderman  Flynn— It  seems  to  me  this  is  hardly 
fair,  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  to  have  the 
Alderman  decline  to  vote  on  all  these  questions. 
This  report  of  Alderman  O'Brien  is  before  the 
Board.  I  will  read  one  section  of  the  recom- 
mendations: 

"I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  ward  re- 
turns, as  certified  by  tne  clerk,  warden  and  in- 
spectors, should  be  taken  as  the  return  of  that 
precinct." 

It  does  n't  affect  the  position  of  the  Alderman 
on  my  left  at  all,  but  is  a  case  which  refers  to  the 
gentleman  who  is  contesting  my  seat  and  myself. 
On  the  report  of  Alderman  Hersey  I  will  admit 
that  the  Alderman  has  no  right  to  vote,  because 
he  asks  tor  the  whole  precinct  to  be  thrown  out, 
and  in  throwing  out  the  whole  precinct  it  would 
throw  the  Alderman  out  of  his  seat.  Therefore,  1 
say  he  has  a  right  to  vote  on  the  report  of  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  but  on  the  one  offered  by  Alderman 
Hersey  1  should  say  no. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  think  myself  the  Alder- 
man is  competent  to  vote  on  this  question,  or  on 
the  majority  report.  He  may  feel  delicate  about 
it,  but  1  don't  think  he  should  hesitate. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  believe  I  am  a  member 
of  this  Board,  fairly  elected.  My  seat  has  been 
challenged  with  Mr.  Flynn's.  The  Board  of  Al- 
dermen were  quite  willing  to  allow  Mr.  Frost  to 
come  in  here  and  take  the  chances  by  challenging 
two  seats.  He  was  not  require*  to  specify 
which  seat  he  claimed  as  his  own,  but  he  was  al- 
lowed to  challenge  two  seats.  My  vote  has  been 
counted  with  Mr.  Flynn's  on  this  petition.  We 
are  both  in  the  balance.  It  Is  true  I  happen  to 
have  more  votes  than  Mr.  Flynn,  but  accompany- 
ing this  majority  report  is  a  minority  report  de- 
siring to  throw  out  the  entire  vote  of  Precinct  3, 
which  would  vacate  mv  seat.  Another  report 
calls  tor  the  adoption  of  thu  returns  of  Precinct 
3,  Ward  13,  which  would  hold  us  both.  But  that 
same  report  has  a  proviso,  that  either  the  pre- 
cinct returns  shall  be  taken  or  all  the  ballots 
be  thrown  out.  These  reports  are  so  closely 
merged  that  I  feel  my  seat  is  still  contested. 
That  bung  the  case,  I  feel  it  will  be  perfectly 
proper  for  me  to  stand  \  neutral.  I  don't  be- 
lieve my  vote  will  affect  the  result  a  particle. 
If  it  would  1  might  act  differently.  I  feel  that 
I  should  retain  my  own  self-respect  and  abstain 
Irom  voting  on  any  of  the  questions  arising  out 
of  this  contest.  I  hope  the  Board  will  see  it  as 
I  do. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  think  the  Alderman  has 
stated  his  case  clear'y  and  fairly.  I  move  that  he 
be  excused  from  voting. 

The  Chaiiman  read  the  fifteenth  rule  in  regard 
to  members  being  excused  from  voting. 

Alderman  Flynn  —  I  anticipated  the  motion 
made  by  the  gentleman,  because  I  believed  it 
would  be  in  furtherance  of  the  object  which  he  is 
after,  and  that  is  to  deprive  the  Alderman  on  my 
left  of  a  vote  in  order  that  he  may  have  a  majori- 
ty here  to  unseat  me. 

Alderman  Tucker— The  gentleman  is  very  much 
mistaken.  I  don't  wish  to  be  personal  in  the 
matter,  but  as  he  has  stated  what  he  has,  I  would 


say  this  is  not  the  first  instance  of  this  kind  I 
have  heard  during  the  last  few  days. 

The  motion  to  excuse  Alderman  Haldeman  was 
declared  carried.  Alderman  Flynn  doubted  the 
vote  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays.  It  was 
voted  that  Alderman  Haldeman  be  excused— yeas 
7,  nays  4: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Breck,  Curtis,  Hersey,  Slade, 
Tucker,  Viles,  Whitten— 7. 

Nays  —  Aldermen  Caldwell,  Flynn,  O'Brien, 
Woolley— 4. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  believe  thar.  if  there  ever 
was  a  case  where  it  would  be  justifiable  to  reject 
the  vote  of  a  precinct,  this  is  one.  There  has 
been  no  evidence  before  the  committee  or  before 
the  Board  by  which  we  can  determine  what  was 
the  vote  of  that  precinct.  Certainly  the  ballots 
found  in  the  box  and  returned  here  to  City  Hall 
were  not  an  expression  of  the  voters  ot  the  pre- 
cinct, for  nearly  one-half  of  them  were  lacking. 
While  the  ward  returns  ought  to  be  reliable  evi- 
dence in  such  a  case,  in  this  case  all  the  evidence 
goes  to  show  their  utter  unreliability.  It  appears 
by  the  check  list  that  449  names  we're  checked  as 
having  votetf,  and  if  anything  is  sustained  by  the 
evidence  it  is  that  the  ward  officers  who  had 
charge  of  the  check  list  attended  to  their  duty. 
This  is  fully  corroborated  by  the  conversation 
that  went  on  among  the  precinct  officers  with  re- 
gard to  the  number  of  ballots  actually  thrown. 
It  seems  to  me  that  by  their  count,  about  which 
they  all  agree,  the  highest  number  they  counted 
was  459.  This  was  corroborated  by  the  discrep- 
ancy between  the  check  list  and  the  Dallots,  there 
being  ten  more  ballots  than  there  were  names 
checked.  Then  by  an  analysis  of  tha  votes  of  the 
other  precincts  of  that  ward  we  find  that  the 
average  vote  thrown,  applied  tot^he  vote  in  Pre- 
cinct 3 — if  the  same  average  vote  was  thrown 
there  that  was  thrown  iu  the  other  precincts— it 
would  give  455  as  the  possible  vote  of  that  pre- 
cinct. The  returns  themselves  bear  upon  their 
face  their  own  condemnation.  Three  candidates 
borne  on  all  the  tickets  were  given  substantially 
the  same  number  of  votes  as  those  on  one  ticket 
alone.  The  votes  of  the  Republican  candidates  were 
given  precisely  the  same  number  of  votes,  when 
there  was  evidence  that  there  was  scratching  in 
that  precinct.  It  seems  to  me  the  return,  when 
you  take  into  consideration  the  tact  that  the  of- 
ficers, with  the  exception  of  the  clerk,  signed  it 
without  reading  it,  and  not  knowing  what  it 
contained,  and  not  knowing  that  it  purported  to 
be  539  ballots,  is  utterly  unreliable,  and  ought  not 
to  be  taken  as  evidence  of  the  correct  report  of 
the  ballots  cast  in  that  ward.  I  think  the  only 
solution  of  it  is  to  rej<ct  the  vote  ot  the  eutire 
precinct.  Therefore,  I  hope  the  minority  report 
signed  by  myself  will  he  adopted. 

Alderman  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  did  not  intend  to  say  any- 
thing on  this  subject  today,  because  I  think  the 
reports  cover  the  whole  ground,  and  give  the  con- 
victions of  the  different  members  of  the  commit- 
tee. But  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  incon- 
sistency of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his 
-seat.  He  says  if  anything  was  shown  before  that 
committee,  it  was  that  the  check  lists  were  care- 
fully taken  and  correctly  marked.  But  stilt  he 
stands  up  here  with  a  report  to  this  Board,  with 
that  evidence  before  him,  and  wishes  to  throw 
out  the  eotire  precinct.  Where  is  the  consistency 
of  such  a  movement  as  that  ?  He  says  that  the 
evidence  before  the  committee  shows  that  the 
check  lists  were  correct,  but  you  will  find  his 
repi.vt  tnrows  out  the  entire  precinct,  check  list 
and  all.  'mere  is  another  fact  to  which  I  think 
the  committee  have  not  given  a  proper  attention, 
and  that  is  the  evidence  brought  before  them  by 
Mr.  Charles  Albert,  Prince.     He  said — 

"Immediately  after  discovering  the  disturbance 
in  Precinct  3,  and  knowing  that  it  was  a  strong 
Democratic  precinct,  and  that  there  must  be 
some  error  or  fraud  in  the  counting  of  the  bal- 
lots, and  that  perhaps  the  election  of  the  Mayor 
might  turn  on  his  ability  to  prove  how  the  votes 
were  cast  in  that  precinct,  I  obtained  the  ser- 
vices of  my  regular  detectives  for  that  purpose — 
Messrs.  Wiggin  and  Wood,  detectives  in  the  Her- 
ald Building,— and  asked  them  to  put  a  force  on 
that  district,  and  inquire  of  every  man  in  the  pre- 
cinct how  he  voted,  aud  make  me  a  return.  That 
service  they  performed  incompletely,  and  I  should 
have  sent  i.heiu  out  to  complete  it  but  from  the 
fact  that  the  subsequent  count  rendered  it  un- 
necessary. There  were  009  names  on  the  voting 
lists— C07  on  the  printed  liits  and  2  were  written. 
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BOAED       OP       ALDERMEN, 


"Q.— My  impression  is  that  ou  the  little  card 
given  out  by  the  registrars  of  voters  they  said  606. 

'•A.— The  aggregate  on  the  printed  list  with  the 
2  written  in,  makes  009.  My  agents  visited,  and  I 
have  here  their  report  verbatim,  or  rather  I 
should  say  they  looked  up,  585  out  ot  the  609.  You 
will  see  that  some  ol  the  names  were  overlooked 
by  them.  It  arose  from  the  method  in  which  they 
did  their  work  and  I  verified  that.  They  took  the 
streets,  broke  up  the  voting  lists,  marked  them 
oft  in  separate  streets,  as  I  have  here,  and  visited 
them  in  that  way.  That  was  the  reason  24  names 
were  not  looked  up.  Of  the  585  names  they  looked 
up,  they  found  that  437  vottd  for  Prince,  that  66 
voted  Stebbins,  24  had  moved  so  that  they  could 
not  get  hold  of  them  at  all.  They  could  not  find 
them.  Put  it  that  way— 24  they  could  not  find 
and  there  were  58  who  did  not  vote  at  all." 

Now  I  pretend  to  say  that  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Prince,  whose  officers  found  437  men  who  voted 
the  Democratic  ticket,  verifies  to  a  great  extent 
the  returns  of  the  ward  officers,  and  although  his 
count  has  not  been  completed,_tbe  437  voters  that 
were  found  who  voted  the  Democratic  ticket 
would  elect  Alderman  Flynn  and  give  him  his 
seat  in  this  Board.  The  committee  iguored  that 
part  of  the  testimony  almost  entirely.  It  did  n't 
appear  to  make  any  impression  on  them,  and  I 
think  it  is  something  this  Board  ought  to  consid- 
er. The  437  persons  in  that  precinct  that  Mr. 
Prince  found  who  voted  the  Democratic  ticket  on 
that  day  would  elect  Aldermen  Flynn  and  Halde- 
rnan  beyond  a  doubt,  and  retain  them  in  their 
seats.  If  any  Alderman  would  like  to  see  the 
document,  I  have  it  in  my  possession.  It  is  n't  a 
olap-trap  instrument.  It  was  carefully  prepared, 
and  the  canvass  was  thoroughly  made,  with  the 
slight  exception  noticed,  and  the  result  of  the 
canvass  would  elect  those  two  gentlemen.  I 
don't  think  this  evidence  ought  to  be  ignored  by 
this  Board  of  Aldermen.  We  did  not  count  the 
returns  in  looking  over  this  later.  There  is  n't  a 
man  who  counted  those  votes  but  knew  that  a 
large  portion  of  those  ballots  in  Precinct  3  of 
Ward  13  were  missing.  We  counted  no  returns, 
and  I  think  we  ought  to  make  allowance  for  those 
missing  ballots.  The  Alderman  from  the  High- 
lands a  few  weeks  ago  talked  to  the  point.  He 
did  n't  believe  those  ballots  were  stolen.  No 
member  of  this  Board  believes  they  were  stolen. 
It  was  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  officers  and 
others.  1  believe,  if  we  take  the  real  facts  in  this 
matter,  considering  the  canvass  of  Mr.  Prince 
and  all  the  other  evidence  that  we  have  before 
us,  Aldermen  Flynn  and  Haldeman  were  elected 
beyond  doubt. 

Alderman  Plynn— I  desire  to  say  one  word  right 
here  in  connection  with  this  report.  A  special 
committee  of  three  Aldermen  and  five  members 
of  the  Common  Council  were  appointed  to  inves- 
tigate whether  any  election  frauds  were  com- 
mitted in  that  precinct.  We  have  endeavored  to 
ascertain  all  the  tacts  in  this  matter,  and  it  was 
not  until  last  Saturday  that  they  were  able  to 
make  their  report.  Now,  I  find  that  before  that 
committee  have  reported,  this  committee's  report 
has  been  received  and  is  about  to  be  acted  upon. 
But  I  find,  as  I  believed  it  would  be,  that  the  mat- 
ter was  considered  some  time  ago,  and  that  I 
shall  have  to  take  a  walk  before  a  great  while. 
But  I  desire  to  enter  my  protest  at  this  time 
against  any  consideration  of  this  matter  before 
the  receipt  of  the  report  of  the  special  committee 
to  investigate  the  irregularities  of  the  election  in 
Ward  13,  Precinct  3,  is  considered.  I  intended  to 
have  allowed  the  Board  to  consider  the  matter 
before  this  subject  was  brought  up,  but  I  find  it 
is  of  no  use  and  I  submit. 

Alderman  Hersey  —The  Committee  on  Recount 
had  the  same  evidence,  the  same  witnesses,  and 
all  the  officers  of  the  precinct  before  them  that 
the  joint  special  committee  had. 

Alderman  Flynn — Not  at  all. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  should  like  to  say  one  word 
in  regard  to  the  inconsistency  in  my  remarks 
which  the  Chairman  has  pointed  out.  So  far  as 
the  check  list  goes,  it  is  unfortunate  for  his  posi- 
tion that  the  checklist  did  not  show  for  whom 
the  ballots  were  cast.  If  the  check  list  showed 
who  the  ballots  were  for,  there  might  be  some  in- 
consistency. The  point  I  make  is,  we  cannot  de- 
termine who  the  ballots  were  for.  I  have  no 
doubt  there  were  459  ballots  thrown  for  some- 
body. 

Alderman  O'Brien— If  any  gentleman  will  look 
over  the  report  of  this  matter,  you  will  find  that 
the  Alderman  depends  almost  entirely  upon  the 
evidence  of  the  Republican  inspector,  that  there 


were  459  ballots  cast.  He  also  fixes  the  fact  con- 
clusively that  66  of  the  ballots  were  Republican. 
Well,  be  says  he  could  not  determine  in  relation 
to  the  check  list.  It  would  be  very  easy.  Take 
66  from  459,  and  you  have  the  Democratic  vote. 
He  knows  those  66  Republican  ballots  were  cast, 
and  that  every  other  ballot  was  a  Democratic 
ballot.  He  knows  that  fact,  and  nothing  could 
have  been  more  clearly  explained  by  the  com- 
mittee. All  he  would  have  to  do  would  De  to  take 
66  from  459,  and  it  would  leave  the  total  that  were 
cast  for  the  Democratic  candidates.  I  say  the 
Alderman  is  inconsistent. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  deny  that  I  assumed  that 
66  ballots  were  cast  for  the  Republican 
candidates.  There  was  evidence  before  the  com- 
mittee of  much  scratching  in  that  ward.  Cer- 
tainly there  was  in  all  the  other  precincts,  and 
we  are  safe  to  assume  that  there  was  in  Precinct 
No.  3.  So  I  cannot  see  that  we  can  determine 
what  the  Republican  vote  was,  and  not  being  able 
to  determine  that,  your  subtraction  does  not 
apply.    I  don't  see  how  you  can  determine  it. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  don't  intend  to  take  but 
little  time,  a*  the  matter  is  pretty  well  under- 
stood. I  remember  very  well  the  evening  the 
committee  was  appointed  to  count  these  ballots. 
I  remember  very  well  also  the  order  introduced 
in  which  the  word  "stolen"  was  used.  I  opposed 
that  order  at  the  time.  1  took  the  ground  that 
this  Board  should  look  higher  than  to  accuse  a 
man  if  stealing.  Then,  sir,  I  took  the  ground— 
and  I  have  not  changed  my  views  at  all— that  if 
those  ballots  in  that  bundle  corresponded  with 
the  check  list  and  with  the  returns  sent  to  City 
Hall,  it  would  verify  those  ballots  found  on  the 
window  sill:  and  I  believed  then  and  believe  now 
that  this  Board  would  have  a  right  to  recognize 
the  returns  of  the  officers  of  the  precinct,  pro- 
vided they  corresponded  exactly  with  that  bun- 
dle and  the  check  list.  Now,  sir,  let  us  see  one 
moment  what  was  done  with  this  bundle  of  bal- 
lots on  the  window  sill.  It  found  its  way  into  a 
barber  shop,  somehow  or  other,  and  one  week 
afterwards  it  was  discovered  there  by  an 
officer.  There  were  discovered  18  ballots 
in  a  drawer.  Then  the  janitor  swept  up 
the  floor,  and  we  don't  know  how  "many 
be  carried  there.  We  have  followed  this 
bundle  of  baliots  to  the  barber  shop,  and  there 
we  find  that  a  man  threw  some  of  them  into  the 
stove  when  counting  them  over.  That  is  in  evi- 
dence. Then  the  officer  picked  up  that  bundle  of 
166  ballots.  That  number  added  to  274,  which  was 
the  number  found  in  the  box,  does  n't  make  any- 
where near  what  the  check  list  called  for.  Now 
are  we  to  take  those  ballots  which  lay  in  the  bar- 
ber shop  a  week,  and  were  used  for  shaving  pa- 
per, and  a  man  throwing  part  of  them  into  the 
fire  ?  I  cannot  see  any  consistency  in  that.  They 
don't  correspond  with  the  check  list  or  the  return 
made  to  City  Hall.  Now  let  us  take  the  ballots 
and  the  check  list.  There  were  449  names  checked 
and  459  ballots  found,  10  more  than  were  checked. 
They  had  a  conversation  about  those  ballots,  and 
they  finally  concluded  to  put  the  10  extra  ballots 
in  the  box  and  call  it  459.  But  we  find  they  re- 
turned 539  votes,  making  90  votes  more  than  were 
on  the  check  list.  Now,  sir,  how  can  the  Alder- 
man come  here  and  ask  me  to  support  the  return 
to  City  Hall  ?  When  that  clerk  was  asked  how 
that  80  votes  got  in  there,  he  said  he  did  n't 
know.  When  the  clerk  was  asked  why  the  votes 
for  the  Aldermen  on  all  the  tickets  did  n't  exceed 
in  votes  those  on  only  one  ticket,  he  said  he  did 
n't  know.  "I  don't  know"— that  was  a  general 
answer.  "I  don't  know  how  this  thing  happened." 
When  one  was  asked  how  he  knew  there  were  66 
Republican  ballots,  how  did  he  make  that  out? 
Why,  he  took  them  by  the  head  and  counted  them. 
He  did  n't  look  to  see  whether  there  were  any 
scratches  there.  Then  again  one  Alderman  had 
477  ballots,  and  seven  out  of  those  Demo- 
cratic Aldermen  had  473  votes,  three  had  471, 
and  one  or  two  472.  Now,  can  you  believe 
one  word  of  those  ward  officers  in  what  they 
said  ?  Neither  you  nor  I,  in  my  opinion,  believe 
any  such  returns  as  they  made  to  this  City  Hall. 
Aud  to  sum  those  young  gentlemen  all  up,  in  my 
humble  ooinion  they  would  make  a  good  nucleus 
for  another  Know-nothing  party.  Now,  I  want  to 
come  to  one  point  more  in  relation  to  the  report 
of  Alderman  Hersey.  I  cannot  sustain  his  re- 
port, and  one  reason  is  this:  The  committee  were 
instructed  to  count  what  ballots  were  in  the  box. 
I  suppose  they  have  attended  to  their  duty.  They 
have  made  their  report.  Now,  sir,  if  we  vote  to 
throw  out  the  whole  precinct,  we  vote  to  throw 
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out  a  man  who  has  a  seat  in  this  board  by  the  re- 
count, and  who  is  an  innocent  party.  He  knew 
nothing:  about  the  fraud  in  that  ward,  and  was 
entirely  innocent  of  it.  Now,  sir,  why  should  n't 
this  Alderman  have  those  274  ballots  in  that  box ? 
Your  committee  were  instructed  to  count  all  the 
ballots  in  that  box  and  make  a  report  here,  no 
matter  how  many  were  in  there.  They  found  274 
ballots  in  that  box,  and  I  believe  the  Alderman  is 
entitled  to  that  seat,  for  if  we  do  not  give  them  to 
him  he  is  unseated,  and  I  believe  it  will  not  be 
right. 

Alderman  O'Brien— On  page  72  of  the  minutes 
of  the  Aldermen,  1  read  the  following  from  the 
proceedings  of  February  7th: 

"Alderman  Curtis— I  do  not  believe  in  accusing 
a  man  of  stealing  when  there  is  no  proof  of  it 
whatever.  There  is  something  missing,  and  so 
far  as  I  have  seen  in  the  papers  concerning  the 
investigation,  I  do  not  believe  they  were  stolen. 
But  1  tell  you,  when  we  come  to  accuse  one  of  our 
brethren  of  stealing,  it  is  one  thing  to  accuse  him 
of  stealing  and  another  to  say  that  certain  things 
are  missing.  1  have  no  doubt  those  votes  were 
missing,  bat  the  question  is  how  they  came  to  be 
mis-ing.  If  we  pass  that  order,  we  accuse  some- 
body of  stealing;  and  then  suppose  it  should 
prove  that  they  were  not  stolen?  I  say  it  is  not 
policy  for  this  Hoard  to  use  the  word  'stolen.'  If 
we  say  they  are  missing,  then  we  rto  not  accuse 
anybody  of  stealing.  If  we  find  that  tnose  votes 
were  lying  upon  the  window  sill,  that  the  inten- 
tions of  tie  ward  officers  were  good,  and  that 
those  votes  should  have  gone  into  the  ballot  box, 
how  should  we  feel  if  we  accused  some  of  those 
officers  of  stealing  ?  I  say  It  is  not  proper  to  pass 
such  an  order.  When  we  can  pass  an  order  with- 
out accusing  a  friend  of  stealing  it  is  better  to  do 
so  than  to  pass  one  accusing  him  of  stealing.  I 
believe  those  votes  on  the  window  sill  should 
have  gone  into  that  box,  and  that  it  was  merely  a 
mistake  they  did  not.  I  am  not  afraid  to  give  my 
opinion  about  those  votes.  I  believe  they  showed 
the  intent  of  the  voter  and  should  be  counted. 
There  is  no  question  about  it.  That  is  what  the 
Supreme  Bench  or  Maine  ruled  one  year  ago,  that 
the  incent  and  meaning  of  the  voter  made  the 
law;  and  this  is  a  point  right  to  the  case.  The  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  the  voter  was  that  those 
votes  should  have  gone  into  that  box  and  been 
counted.  If  we  have  the  privilege  of  voting  upon 
that  I  shall  vote  to  count  those  oallots.  I  am  not 
going  to  back  out  here  because  a  man  is  alleged 
to  have  stolen  ballots.  I  do  not  want  that  word 
used.  It  was  a  mistake.  I  only  want  to  modify 
it  so  that  those  officers  cannot  be  accused  of 
stealing." 
,  That  is  all  I  have  to  say. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  don't  see  but  I  have  ex- 
plained the  matter.  There  is  no  evidence  what- 
ever that  these  ballots  found  in  the  barber  shop 
ever  went  into  the  ballot  box  at  all.  That  is  my 
point.  The  evidence  has  siuce  come  in.  This 
talk  we  had  was  before  the  evidence  was  obtained. 
It  was  based  upon  what  we  saw  in  the  papers. 
The  evidence  has  since  been  all  drawn  out,  and 
there  is  no  proof  whatever  that  those  ballots  on 
the  window  sill  had  ever  been  into  the  ballot  box. 
Does  the  Alderman  wane  me  to  go  back  and  back 
up  that,  when  there  is  no  evidence  that  those  bal- 
lots ever  went  into  the  ballot  box? 

Alderinau  Flynn— I  understand  the  Alderman 
says  he  don't  believe  the  Inspectors  at  all.  If  you 
don't  believe  the  Inspectors,  why  do  you  believe 
there  were  459  ballots  cast,  or  449  checked?  If 
you  have  no  confidence  in  them,  why  not  throw  it 
out  entirely  and  send  it  back  and  order  a  new 
mi?  That  is  my  judgment  about  it— that 
the  whole  precinct  should  be  thrown  out  if  you 
don't  believe  the  officers  at  all. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  think  this  is  a  matter 
that  Should  be  discussed  calmly  and  dispassion- 
ately. It  is  a  disagreeable  duty  for  me,  after  go- 
ing all  through  the  evidence  as  I  have,  and  given 
time  to  it,  to  be  obliged  to  vote  to  unseat  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Board.  My  relations  with  the  Alder- 
man have  always  been  pleasant,  but  I  am  com- 
pelled to  sink  all  personal  and  political  preju- 
dice, and  do  my  duty,  and  that  is  what  I  propose 
to  do.  If  the  testimony  of  the  Warden  and  In- 
i  is  to  be  believed,  it  all  goes  to  show  that 
459  were  all  that  were  cast,  and  that  4  lit  were 
checked.  They  testified  that  they  diseased  the 
matter  at  the  time  what  they  should  do  with 
those  ten  votes,  and  they  decided  to  put  them  in . 
Two  of  the  votes  were  doubled  together,  and 
some  one  in  voting  cast  more  votes  than  he 
should. 


Alderman  Flynn— Do  I  understand  you  to  say 
that  that  was  the  testimony  of  all  the  officers 
there  ? 

Alderman  Whitten— No.  The  Warden  and  the 
two  Inspectors  testified  to  that.  Mr.  Barron,  the 
Clerk,  testified  that  he  did  n"t  count  all  the  bal- 
lots himself,  but  he  took  the  figures  from  the 
Warden  and  added  them  up.  The  three 
parties  I  have  alluded  to  all  testified  that 
they  did  n't  think  there  were  539  votes 
cast,  and  that  when  they  signed  the  re- 
turns for  539,  they  did  n't  know  what  they  were 
signing  at  all,  and  they  supposed  it  was  made  up 
all  right.  In  making  up  the  original  returns,  the 
Clerk  had  the  Republican  vote  20  to  30  less  than 
it  was,  but  being  so  small,  th9  Republican  In- 
spector's attention  was  called  to  it,  and  he  run 
over  the  ballot,  and  the  Clerk  took  his  word  for 
it  that  there  were  60,  but  the  Clerk  did  n't 
count  them  himself.  Now  you  come  to  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Prince.  He  was  n't  counting  the 
aldermanic  vote.  His  parties  were  at  work  in 
the  interest  of  the  Mayor.  He  says  he  found 
the  66  Republican  voters.  Now,  it  is  very 
strange  that  in  going  through  a  precinct  in 
that  way,  where  48  men  voted  whom  he  did 
not  see,  that  he  should  find  just  06  Reoub- 
licans  who  voted.  But  still  I  don't  think  "that 
had  anything  to  do  with  this.  Still,  I  asked  him 
if  it  was  n't  the  practice  of  such  people,  when 
they  had  been  seduced  into  voting  against  the 
Democratic  ticket,  to  deny  it  afterwards  when 
questioned,  and  he  said  that  from  his  knowledge 
of  humanity  he  should  think  it  was.  Now,  in  re- 
gard to  the  committee  which  had  this  subject 
of  election  frauds  before  them.  As  long  as  that 
is  before  the  board,  I  will  read  one  or  two  ex- 
tracts from  the  report  to  show  what  every  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  signed  and  agreed  to. 

Alderman  Flynn— It  seems  hardly  fair  that  any 
extracts  from  that  report  should  be  read  until  the 
report  is  presented  to  the  Hoard.  I  endeavored 
to  have  that  report  brought  before  the  Board  be- 
fore it  acted  on  this  matter,  because  it  points  out 
the  inconsistencies  in  this  case. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  will  waive  the  reading, 
but  the  decision  we  came  to  was  that  the  returns 
ot  the  ward  officers  were  entirely  unworthy  of 
any  credence  at  all.  I  did  n't  intend  to  speak  on 
this  subject  at  all.  I  think  every  member  here 
has  made  up  his  miud.  I  don't  wish  to  say  any- 
thing to  cause  any  bitterness  of  feeling,  but 
merely  to  express  my  opinion  of  the  testimony 
given  by  these  ward  officers. 

Alderman  O'Brien— In  reply  to  the  last  gentle- 
man, I  will  read  the  following  from  page  53  of  the 
testimony  of  Mr.  Prince: 

"By  Alderman  Whitten— While  the  class  of  citi- 
zens in  that  precinct  generally  vote  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  naturally,  if  they  are  seduced  into 
voting  the  other  ticket,  is  n't  it  their  practice  to 
deny  it? 

"A.— I  should  rather  say  it  was,  from  my  judg- 
ment of  humanity. 

"Q.— And  if  they  voted  the  other  ticket  they 
would  not  admit  it  because  they  don't  like  to  °o 
back  on  the  'Church.' 

"A.— Admittiug  that  term,  I  don't  think  they 
would. 

"By  the  Chairman— In  any  district  so  Demo- 
cratic as  this,  how  many  of  those  men  do  you  sup- 
nose  would  not  have  the  courage  of  their  convic- 
tions? They  stand  up  year  after  year  and  vote. 
and  they  cannot  shirk  it.  There  are  only  66  voters 
for  them  to  fall  back  on  any  way.  I  don't  think 
there  is  any  district  in  Boston  where  they  vote 
truer  and  more  decidedly  than  in  those  districts 
in  South  Boston. 

"A.— My  experience  is  that  the  class  of  persons 
who  live  in  that  district  generally  nerfonn  then 
political  duties  much  more  than  men  who  live  on 
the  Back  Bay.  They  pay  more  attention  to  voting 
than  I  do." 

I  want  to  give  the  district  the  full  credit  of  the 
opinion  ol  Mr.  Prince.  He  says  distinctly  that 
the  men  in  that  district  pay  more  attention  to 
voting  than  he  does,  or  do  the  people  on  the 
Back  Bay.  I  don't  believe  there  is  a  man  in  that 
district  who  would  shirk  the  responsibility  of 
saying  how  he  voted.  Men  who  come  year  after 
year  and  vote  straight,  as  thev  do.  I  don't  believe 
they  would  shirk  the  responsibility  when  thev 
were  asked  the  question.  1  merely  say  that  much 
in  answer  to  the  remark  of  the  Alderman. 

Alderman  Whitten— 1  fully  agree  with  the  reply 
of  Mr.  Prince,  that  they  do  attend  to  their  politi- 
cal duties  better  than  the  people  on  the  Back 
Bay.     But   the   question   of   the   Chairman  was 
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based  upon  false  figures.  The  Republican  vote 
at  the  presidential  election  was  8G.  X  believe  that 
539  votes  for  that  precinct  at  the  municipal  elec- 
tion would  be  entirely  out  of  proportion  to  the 
votes  in  the  other  precincts  of  the  ward.  If  it 
was  correct  you  would  have  to  select  that  as  the 
banner  precinct. 

Alderman  O'Brien  -It  might  be  said  that  at  the 
previous  election  there  were  569  Democratic  votes, 
showing  that  even  the  ward  officers'  return  is 
less  than  were  cast  four  weeks  previously  in  the 
same  precinct. 

Alderman  Flynn — I  want  to  say  right  here  that 
I  requested  the  committee  to  send  for  Mr.  Mc- 
Cleary,  who  had  to  send  for  the  precinct  officers, 
the  day  after  election,  and  stated  to  them  that 
there  was  some  mistake  in  their  returns.  He 
then  asked  them,  "Is  your  return  correct;  have 
yon  certified  to  what  is  correct?"  and  they  said 
"Yes."  This  was  on  the  day  after  election.  Now, 
I  have  asked  that  committee  to  send  for  Mr.  Mc- 
Cleary,  and  they  have  never  done  it.  I  think  Mr. 
McCleary  will  certify  to  that  statement  as  being 
what  the  precinct  officers  said  on  that  day.   ,' 

Alderman  Hersey — It  was  n't  necessary  to  seiid 
for  Mr.  McCleary  to  verify  the  returns  of  the  pre- 
cinct officers.  The  committee  had  the  returns 
themselves.  The  system  of  book-keeping  adopted 
by  the  precinct  cle'fk  was  such  that  his  returns 
might  have  been  the  first  at  City  Hall.  It  was 
evident  that  he  never  counted  the  names,  but 
counted  the  ballots.  He  did  n't  know  )row  many 
names  were  borne  on  the  Democratic  tickets,  nor 
how  many  there  were  with  pasters.  It  was  n't 
necessary  to  call  the  City  Clerk  to  establish  the 
incorrectness  of  the  ward  returns,  or  their  cor- 
rectness. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  desire  to  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  it  was  the  Republican  Inspector, 
Humphrey  Dyer,  with  whom  the  City  Clerk  was 
talking  at  that  time. 

Alderman  Hersey — If  the  getleman  will  refer  to 
Mr.  Dyer's  testimony,  he  will  find  he  swore  he 
did  n't  know  what  he  signed  on  that  day,  and  did 
n't  look  at  it. 

Alderman  Flynn- Just  what  I  said.  The  City 
Clerk  sent  for  him  and  asked  him  if  those  were 
the  correct  returns,  and  he  said  "Yes." 

Alderman  Whitten— I  understand  that  the  In- 
spector was  sent  for  to  come  here  and  sign  the 
returns,  and  that  he  came  here  and  signed  with- 
out knowing  just  what  he  signed  the  day  before. 

Alderman  Flynn— Nothing  of  the  kind.  You 
will  find  that  the  ward  returns  were  not  signed 
until  the  day  after  the  election,  when  Mr.  Mc- 
Cleary sent  for  him,  and  he  said  he  knew  what  he 
was  signing,  and  the  return  was  correct.  That  is 
my  statement. 

Alderman  Caldwell  —  I  intend  to  take  hut 
very  little  time  of  the  Board  in  explaining  the  re- 
port of  the  committee,  f  think  the  report  speaks 
for  itself.  Your  committee  have  given  the  sub- 
ject a  very  careful  consideration,  and  arrived  at 
their  conclusion  after  a  very  careful  count  of  all 
the  votes  that  were  in  the  boxes  that  were  deliv- 
ered to  them  by  the  City  Clerk  as  being  the  bal- 
lots cast  at  the  election  in  December  last.  I  be- 
lieve it  is  as  correct  a  count  as  possible  to  make. 
The  committee  have  paid  strict  attention  to  their 
labors,  with  a  full  determination  that  all  parties 
should  be  credited  with  every  vote  to  which  they 
were  entitled,  and  I  believe  that  they  have  given 
io  their  report  the  full  number  contained  in 
the  several  boxes  delivered  to  them  by  the 
City  Clerk,  and  none  others.  In  regard  to 
the  votes  alleged  to  have  been  cast  in  Ward 
13,  precinct  3,  there  is  no  evidence  before 
us  that  would  warrant  the  Board  in  establish- 
ing any  such  precedent  as  accepting  the  re- 
turns made  by  ward  officers,  who,  when  sworn 
to  tell  the  truth,  state  that  when  they  signed  the 
returns  of  539  votes  cast,  they  did  not  know 
what  they  signed.  Take  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Mul- 
len, the  Warden  of  the  precinct,  who,  when  asked 
the  question,  "Were  there  539  ballots  cast?"  his 
answer  was,  "No,  sir."  To  the  question,  "How 
many  were  cast?"  his  answer  was,  "The  total 
vote"  we  counted  was  459,  but  the  total  on  the 
check -list  was  449."  This  evidence  can  be  found 
on  page  6  of  the  appendix.  The  other  officers 
testified  the  same,  namely,  that  when  the  polls 
were  closed  there  were  459  ballots  in  the  box  as 
counted  by  them,  and  but  449  checked  on  the 
check-list,  and  that  the  only  question  with  thera 
was,  What  shall  we  do  with  the  19  ballots?  They 
concluded  to  return  the  459  ballots  as  the  correct 
returns.  The  Clerk  makes  the  figures  539,  and 
they  sign  it  as  the  true  returns.   At  the  City 


Clerk's  office  when  this  box  is  opened  bv  the 
committee  they  find  274  ballots.  Now,  gentle- 
men, what  was  your  committee  to  do?  Should  we 
accept  the  whole  number  of  votes  as  returned 
by  incompetent  officers,  as  they  have  proved 
themselves  to  be,  or  shall  we  count  votes  that 
have  been  placed  in  boxes  and  received  at  office 
of  the  City  Clerk.  I  do  not  believe  the  Alderman 
whose  seat  is  contested  here  would  be  willing  to 
hold  his  seat  at  this  Board  upon  any  such  returns 
as  those  ward  officers  signed, — after  having  heard 
the  evidence  that  has  been  introduced  before  the 
committee,  the  Alderman  himself  being  upon 
the  investigating  committee;  I  myself,  also, 
being  upon  both  committees, — and  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  any  more  conflicting  testimony  was 
ever  introduced  before  any  committee  of  the 
City  Government.  I  regret  very  much  that  I 
cannot  vote  Alderman  Flynn  indebted  to  a  seat 
at  this  Board,  for  he  is  a  gentleman  of  large  ex- 
perience in  city  business,  having  been  connected 
with  the  Government  for  many  years,  and  has 
proved  himself  very  efficient  in  every  position  in 
which  he  has  been  placed.  But  after  giving  the 
subject  due  consideration,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to 
vote  for  the  majority  report,  as  there  appears  to 
be  no  doubt  those  ballots  were  legally  cast. 

Alderman  Flynn— It  seems  tome  after  the  state- 
ment made  by  the  gentleman  of  this  Board  of 
Aldermen,  it  is  perfectly  m  order  at  this  time  for 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  1889  to  enlight- 
en the  Board  as  to  the  count  of  ballots  at  that 
time.  There  is  certainly  a  discrepancy  as  between 
the  committees  of  1880  and  1881,  and  certain  state- 
ments and  charges  have  been  made  against  that 
committee,  and  it  is  eminently  proper  at  this 
time  for  that  chairman  of  the  former  committee 
to  explain  to  the  present  Board  his  position  and 
the  position  of  the  committee  at  that  time,  in  re- 
lation to  the  recounting  of  the  votes.  Later  on  I 
shall  perhaps  have  something  to  say  in  relation  to 
that  matter  and  rid  myself,  or  the  clerk  whom  I  ap- 
pointed, of  the  charge  of  doing  anything  wrong 
at  that  time.  I  believe  today  that  the  count  made 
by  the  committee  of  1880  is  as  correct  as  that 
made  bv  the  committee  of  1881,  and  I  ara  justified 
in  making  that  assertion  from  the  very  fact  that 
in  the  first  precinct  which  I  had  to  look  at  by  this 
committee  of  1881, 1  found  a  discrepancy  in  my 
own  favor,  and  in  favor  of  Alderman  Haldeman 
of  eight  or  nine  votes.  As  I  said  before, 
I  can  go  on  from  precinct  to  precinct 
and  find,  I  believe,  that  some  discrepan- 
cies exist  today  throughout  the  count  of 
the  committee — and  more  so  than  in  the  count  of 
the  committee  of  1880.  But,  as  I  said  before,  it 
was  no  use  to  ask  to  have  a  recount  there,  because 
they  would  embody  it  iu  their  general  report,  as 
they  did  in  this  last  case— a  case  where  the  com- 
mittee themselves  had  counted  all  the  ballots  and 
sealed  the  box  and  returned  it  to  the  City  Clerk, 
and  given  to  the  press  and  published  generally 
the  result  of  their  recount,  arid  after  the  discre- 
pancy was  found,  and  having  called  upon  the 
chairman,  Alderman  O'Brien,  and  demanded  of 
him  a  recount  because  of  the  discrepancy  of  9 
votes  in  my  favor,  they  did  recount  them  and 
found  1  was  right  and  embodied  it  in  the  report 
they  made.  I  could  go  on  still  further,  but  it  has 
got  beyond  the  time,  and  I  don't  think  it  is  any 
use  to  do  it.  I  can  show  discrepancies  throughout 
the  whole  count  by  this  last  committee,  and  be- 
lieve the  count  by  the  committee  of  1880  was  as 
correct  as  can  be  made  by  this  Board  or  any  other 
board. 

Alderman  Whitten— The  Alderman  will  bear 
me  out  that  as  far  as  I  was  concerned  I  was  in 
favor  of  recounting  any  precinct  be  desired  to 
have  recounted,  and  so  stated.  I  wish  to  set  my- 
self risrht  in  regard  to  the  testimony  of  Hum- 
phrey Dyer.    He  testified— 

"By  the  Chairman— What  figures  have  you 
got? 

"A. — The  check  list.    I  added  up  both  of  them. 

"Q. — Did  you  count  the  ballots  ? 

"A.— Yes,  sir.  There  were  ten  more  ballots  than 
were  on  the  checklist. 

"Q. — How  many  were  there  ? 

"A.— Four  hundred  fifty-nine,  and  449  names 
checked  on  the  list. 

"Q.—  Did  you  sign  the  return  that  night  ? 

"A.— I  supposed  I  signed  there,  and  found  there 
was  a  mistake  and  came  to  City  Hall. 

"Q. — Do  you  know  how  many  there  were  ? 

"A When  I  signed  it  the  City  Clerk  said  be 

careful  what  you  are  signing. 

"Q.— You  came  to  City  Hall  ? 

"A.— Yes,  sir.    I  got  notice. 
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"Q.— What  did  you  sign  there? 

■'A.— I  signed  the  list  I  ought  to  have  signed  at 
the  precinct. 

"Q.— You  certified  to  539  votes  being  cast  there, 
the  day  alter  election,  when  Mr.  McCleary  sent 
lor  you  ? 

"A.— No,  sir;  I  came  to  the  hall  and  asked  what 
he  wanted  to  see  me  for;  and  he  said,  'You  want 
to  sign  those';  and  I  signed  it. 

"Q, — Don't  you  know  what  you  signed  ? 

"A.— No,  sir.    1  was  n't  there  only  a  minute. 

"By  Mr.  IJeuney— Did  n't  you  say  the  City  Clerk 
said  "you  must  he  careful  what  you  are  signing  ? 

•a"— Yes,  sir.  I  looked  at  it,  ana  there  were 
other  parties  waiting  to  do  it. 

•'Q.— Itisn't  reasonable  to  suppose  the  City 
Clerk  would  caution  you  and  you  not  take  any  no- 
tice of  it  ?" 

Alderman  Flynn— That  is  exactly  the  case. 
And  I  say  that  man  lied  to  me  and  the  committee, 
and  lied  to  Mr.  McCleary  and  everybody  else  he 
testified  before.  I  say  Mr.  McCleary  did  send  for 
him  tor  the  purpose  of  correcting  the  returns, 
and  he  came  and  signed  them. 

Alderman  Whitten— This  was  taken  before  the 
Committee  on  Recount  was  appointed. 

Alderman  Flynn— It  was  taken  after  the  City 
Clerk  sent  for  Mr.  Dyer. 

Alderman  O'Brien— The  Alderman  opposite 
desires  the  Chairman  of  the  committee  ru  £ive 
some  facts  in  relation  to  the  count  of  this  com- 
mittee. I  certainly  feel  that  the  committee  did 
to  the  best  of  their  ability  count  the  votes  as  cor- 
rectly as  it  was  possible  for  them  to  count  them. 

I  believe  they  were  all  higb-miuded  and  honor- 
able men,  and  meant  to  do  just  what  is  rlerht,  and 
nothing  more.  But  I  have'  lived  long  enough  to 
know  that  mistakes  are  very  frequently  made, 
and  even  the  most  accurate  men  are  sometimes 
liable  to  make  mistakes.  The  committee  who 
counted  these  last  ballots  counted  them  precisely 
as  the  officers  of  Precinct  3  in  Ward  13  did,  pre- 
cisely. And  how  was  that?  The  Republican  In- 
spector [Dyer]  checked  all  day.  At  the  close  of 
the  polls  he  thought  they  aid  not  give  the  Repub- 
lican candidates  votes  enough,  and  stated  that  he 
took  up  all  the  Republican  ballots  there  were 
scattered  around,  and  found  sixiy-six  ballots,  and 
the  clerk  made  that  correction.  He  said  that  was 
the  only  count  he  made  during  the  day  with 
one  exception,  and  that  was  when  the  war- 
den handed  him  a  number  of  votes  to  count  to 
see  whether  the  warden  was  right  or  not,  and  he 
verified  it.  He  merely  counted  those  60  Republi- 
can votes  scattered  through  the  piles  and  verified 
the  warden's  count  in  one  particular.  He  knew 
nothing  of  the  count  of  that  precinct  and  could 
not  testify  to  any  fact  about  it.    The  other  in- 

- .  Mr.  McDonough,  checked  the  voting  list 
all  day,  with  the  exception  of  an  hour  or  two 
when 'he  was  at  lunch  and  voting.  He  said  that 
when  the  polls  were  closed  he  was  asked  to  count 
a  number  of  ballots  and  he  did  count  100,  which 
were  afterwards  verified  by  some  of  the  other 
officers.  That  is  all  Mr.  McDonough  counted. 
He  merely  counted  one  package  of  100  ballots  at 
the  close  of  the  polls,  and  he  knew  no  more  about 
the  count  of  that  precinct  than  we  do.  The  count 
was  made  by  the  warden  and  the  clerk.  The 
warden  made  his  count  and  handed  it  over  to  the 
clerk;  the  clerk  put  it  down  and  the  warden 
looked  over  his  shoulder  to  see  if  it.was  put  down 
right.  The  count  was  made  by  the  warden  and 
clerk  exclusively,  and  it  is  their  returns  that  all 
the  officers  signed:  and  I  am  not  surprised  that 
the  two  inspectors  did  n't  know  anything  about 
it.  They  did  n't  count  the  ballots.  They  merely 
signed  what  the  warden  and  clerk  said  was  the 
vote  of  the  precinct.  In  relation  to  the  commit- 
tee, we  did  the  same  thing,  precisely.  Alderman 
Whitten  and  myself  counted  45  precincts,  and 
we  stand  ready  Co  defend  our  count.  Aldermen 
Breck  and  Tucker  counted  31  precincts,  and  I  pre- 
sume they  are  ready  to  stand  up  and  defend 
their  count.  I  don't  know  anything  about  their 
count.  I  signed  it  in  good  faith,  just  as 
all  the  officers  of  that  precinct  signed  the  report 
<jf  the  warden  and  clerk.  Aldermen  Caldwell 
and  ilersey  counted  thirty-one  precincts,  and  we 
tool:  ir  for  granted  that  their  count  was  correct. 
We  did  n't  revise  it;  we  did  n't  go    over  the  vote. 

II  I  ever  have  anything  to  do  with  this  business 
again,  I  never  will  sign  a  report  until  I  see  every 
vote  that  was  cast.  I  call  your  attention,  Mr. 
Chairman,  to  the  time  wben  we  counted  the 
Dean-Field  vote.  You  saw,  sir,  and  I  saw  every 
vote,  and  each  Alderman  verified  each  other's 
count.    1  believe  that  was  strictly   correct  in  ev- 


ery sense  of  the  word.  But  the  fact  is,  this  count 
was  so  immense,  we  had  to  go  over  so  much 
ground,  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  get 
through  without  going  through  the  ballots  as  we 
did.  The  four  gentlemen  who  counted  thirty-one 
precincts  each,  and  the  two  who  counted  forty- 
five,  must  each  stand  up  for  their  own  count.  1 
believe  they  did  it  as  faithfully  as  it  was  possible 
to  do;  although,  knowing  what  human  nature  is, 
I  believe  we  are  all  liable  to  make  mistakes. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  will  say  only  a  few  words, 
and  those  in  favor  of  the  report  made  by  the 
Chairman  of  this  Board.  I  made  the  motion  to 
substitute  in  good  faith,  because  1  believed  it  to 
be  the  only  true  and  just  report  made  here.  I 
believe  the  committee  of  1880  counted  these  bal- 
lots correctly,  and  that  the  gentlemen  composing 
that  committee — although  I  was  a  member  my- 
self— were  just  as  honorable  men  as  those  com- 
posing the  committee  of  1881.  I  believe  we  took 
as  much  pains  as  they  did,  and  you  know  well, 
sir,  as  one  of  the  committee,  wherever  there  was 
a  discrepancy  amounting  to  more  than  5  or  fi 
votes  from  the  ward  returns,  that  you,  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee:  insisted  upon  some  gentle- 
men of  the  committee  verifying  it  and  verifying 
the  count,  and  the  one  who  verified  was  assisted 
by  a  clerk  other  than  the  one  who  counted.  I 
counted  eighteen  precincts  and  Verified  one  pre- 
cinct counted  by  another  Alderman.  The  eigh- 
teen precincts  I  counted  were  verified  either  by 
myself  or  by  some  other  Alderman,  a  member  of 
the  committee.  Now  it  appears  that  in  those  pre- 
cincts which  were  verified  there  are  the  largest 
discrepancies,  and  I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for 
it.  I  believe  the  precincts  counted  by  myself 
and  the  clerk  who  assisted  me  were  correct,  and 
when  the  committee  of  1881  report  that  there  are 
discrepancies  in  that  count  of  76  votes  against 
Alderman  Flynn,  I  have  reason  to  doubt  that 
their  report  is  a  correct  one.  I  believe  it  is  the 
duty  of  this  committee  to  recount  those 
votes  and  verify  them,  because  I  believe 
they  are  as  liable  to  make  mistakes  as  the  com- 
mittee of  1880.  I  hope  either  that  the  report  of 
the  Chairman  of  this  Board  will  he  accepted,  or 
that  this  matter  will  be  recommitted  to  the  com- 
mittee for  them  to  verify  their  count. 

Alderman  Flynn — It  seems  to  me  it  is  a  matter 
of  justice  to  the  committee  of  1880,  that  you,  sir, 
as  chairman  of  that  committee,  should  give  to  the 
Board  whatever  information  you  have  in  relation 
to  the  counting  of  those  ballots  and  the  returns 
made  at  that  time.  I  hope  the  Chairman  of  the 
Board  will  occupy  the  seat  in  order  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  may  explain  to  the  Board 
his  position  in  the  ma.tter. 

Alderman  Woolley  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Yiles— f  did  not  propose  to  enter  in- 
to this  discussion  at  all.  I  think  I  placed  myself 
on  record  here,  when  this  matter  was  first 
brought  before  the  Board.  I  believe  my  commit- 
tee will  give  me  credit  for  standing  by  them  first, 
last  and  every  time,  when  this  subject  has  been 
before  the  Board.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have 
given  this  matter  a  good  deal  of  consideration 
since  this  last  committee  have  had  it  under  their 
charge.  I  have  watched  it  very  close ly.  f  have 
watched  it  in  the  papers  from  day  to  day.  I  have 
watched  the  count  given  in  the  papers  before  the 
committee  reported.  When  I  signed  that  re- 
port I  believed  I  was  signing  an  honest  report. 
There  was  nothing  in  it  that  excited  my  suspi- 
cion of  wrong  or  incorrectness.  1  believe  I  have 
explained  the  modus  operandi  of  our  count,  and 
it  is  useless  to  go  over  it  again  in  detail.  The 
committee  met  on  the  first  day,  and  f  think  Al- 
derman Woolley  moved  that  each  Alderman  ap- 
point a  clerk,  I  put  the  motion  and  it  was  car- 
ried. Each  Alderman  appointed  his  clerk.  Then 
I  stated  to  the  committee  that,  in  order  to  be 
above  suspicion,  I  claimed  the  right  as  chairman 
of  the  committee  to  assign  those  clerks  to  Al- 
dermen different  from  those  who  appointed 
them.  They  all  assented  to  it,  and  it  was 
done  at  the  next  meeting.  As  to  the 
mode  of  counting  the  votes:  The  Alderman 
and  his  clerk  would  open  the  box.  In  my 
case  my  clerk  and' myself  counted  every  ballot, 
and  we  both  verified  the  count,  and  I  know  they 
were  correct.  The  ballots  were  distributed  in 
different  piles.  I  called  off  the  numbers  to  him 
and  he  put  down  the  amounts  opposite  each  Al- 
derman's name  on  the  tabular  sheet.  If  there 
were  107  ballots  in  the  pile,  he  would 
give  each  Alderman  107.  Then  I  would 
take  the  scratched  ballots,  and  he  would 
give     each     Alderman     the     number,  whether 
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scratched  or  not.  Then  I  would  take  up  each  bal- 
lot separately  and  direct  the  clerk  to  debit  and 
credit  each  man  who  was  covered.  Aud  the 
clerk  would  set  down  the  numbers  as  I  called 
them  off.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  say  whether 
he  was  correct  or  nit.  I  believe  he  was  honest. 
I  fail  to  see  where  the  discrepancy  can  be.  Nev- 
ertheless, this  committee  have  been  through 
the  ballots  by  a  different  method,  and  perhaps 
they  got  at  it  more  accurately.  I  cannot  speak  for 
any  members  of  the  committee  but  myself.  I 
only  wish  to  say  in  conclusion  that  as  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  last  year  I  felt  assured  that  a 
second  recount  would  only  show  the  correctuess 
of  the  first  one,  and  in  that  view  was  rather 
pleased  than  otherwise  when  it  was  ordered  to  be 
verified  by  a  committee  from  this  Board.  In 
fact  I  was  the  only  member  of  the  committee 
that  advocated  a  second  recount  in  order  that 
we  might  show  to  the  public  the  correctness  of 
our  report.  I  felt  the  same  confidence  in  the  in- 
tegrity and  accuracy  of  each  member  of  my  com- 
mittee and  of  the  assistants  employed  that  I  had 
in  myself.  Of  course  from  the  method  pursued  by 
the  committee  of  last  year  neither  the  chairman 
nor  any  other  single  person  could  vouch  for  any 
of  the  counting  or  marking  except  that  which  he 
personally  performed;  and  I  am  constrained  to 
think  that  the  second  recount,  under  which  ap- 
parently no  error  could  or  ought  to  be  made, 
shows  that  errors  must  have  occurred  in  the  first 
one.  I  know  that  I  performed  the  duty  assigned 
me  conscientiously,  and  in  the  exercise  of  all  my 
integrity  and  accuracy,  and  I  can  vouch  for  no 
one  else.  The  balance  of  the  committee  could, 
perhaps,  throw  some  more  light  upon  it  than  I 
have. 

Alderman  O'Brien — In  the  precincts  that  Alder- 
man Viles  recounted  with  his  clerk,  they  show 
that  Alderman  Flynn  lost  48  votes.  Can  you  ex- 
plain in  any  way,  after  so  careful  a  recount,  how 
Alderman  Flynn  could  have  lost  48  votes  in  those 
precincts  you  counted? 

Alderman  "Viles— I  wish  the  Alderman  had  n't 
asked  that  question.  I  don't  wish  to  say  anything 
about  the  honesty  of  any  man  on  that  committee, 
or  whether  he  made  errors.  But  certainly  errors 
must  have  been  committed  by  some  one.  The 
ballots  were  counted  by  me  and  my  clerk,  and  we 
both  verifird  them,  and  I  called  off  to  him  as  cor- 
rectly as  I  knew  how — and  I  have  counted  a  good 
many  ballots.  It  seems  that  in  correcting,  or  else 
in  my  calling,  or  something,  we  gave  Alderman 
Flynn  48  votes  more  than  the  last  committee.  It 
seems  he  lost  in  every  precinct  on  the  second 
recount,  to  my  surprise,  that  we  counted,  and  I 
would  n't  have  believed  there  were  such  errors. 
Alderman  Slade  it  seems  had  been  counting  with 
Mr.  Reed  as  clerk — the  assistant  clerk  of  com- 
mittees— one  night,  and  it  seems  that  on  that 
night  he  agreed  with  the  seoo.nd  recount.  On  the 
third  night  I  did  not  count.  I  saw  that  the  boxes 
were  opened  and  gave  a  general  supervision  of 
the  work  to  see  whether  any  boxes  were  stuffed 
or  not.  That  night  I  turned  Mr.  Leahy  over 
to  Alderman  Slade,  and  with  Alderman 
Slade  and  Mr.  Leahy  it  seems  that  Al- 
derman Flynn  gained  in  every  precinct. 
I  cannot  account  for  it,  but  it  seems  he 
made  gains,  and  that  Alderman  Flynn  gained  all 
the  time  with  ray  recount.  I  believe  Mr.  Leahy 
to  be  an  honest  man.  I  have  known  him  long, 
and  tailed  to  see  one  thing  about  him  that  was 
incorrect,  and  I  think  so  now.  It  is  either  be- 
tween me  and  Mr.  Leahy,  and  Alderman  Slade 
and  Mr.  Leahy,  or  some  body  else. 

Alderman  Flynn — Will  the  Alderman  explain 
this  matter  that  has  been  heralded  by  the  Repub- 
lican press, about  certain  Republican  ballots  being 
tampered  with?  I  want  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Board  to  the  fact  that  in  Ward  20,  in  taking- 
out  those  ballots,  you  called  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  fact  that  on  one  side  of  those 
ballots  the  Republican  names  were  all  scratched, 
and  you  made  this  remark,  "Lucky  for  me  I  am 
not  on  that  side  of  the  ticket,  I  would  have  been 
scratched  so  much."  Do  you  remember  that 
taking  them  out  of  the  box  at  the  City  Clerk's 
office  they  were  scratched  so  much  ?  I  want  that 
fact  definitely  understood  both  by  the  Republican 
and  Democratic  press,  and  by  the  people  in  gen- 
eral, that  in  that  precinct  which  was  counted  by 
a  man  known  and  conceded  by  everybody  io  be 
an  honest  man,  who  would  not  do  a  wrong  thing, 
that  he  took  from  that  ballot  box  himsell  those 
ballots,  and  called  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  the  fact  that  on  that  side  of  the  ballot  they 
were  scratched,  and  made  the  remark  that  if  he 


were  on  that  side  of  the  ballot  he  should 
have  lost  so  many  votes.  If  the  Alderman 
remembers  that  circumstance,!  want  him  to  state 
if  any  Democratic  Alderman  counted  those  bal- 
lots. I  thank  God  I  didn't  count  them,  for  if  I 
had  they  would  have  said  that  1  scratched  them. 
It  cannot  be  that  those  ballots  came  anywhere 
except  from  the  precinct  officers. 

Alderman  Viles — I  can  state  that  circumstance 
and  I  think  Alderman  Woolley  will  bear  me  out. 
It  was  on  the  third  night.  It  was  the  night  I  did 
not  count,  and  had  general  supervision  of  the 
work.  It  was  late  in  the  evening.  Aldermau 
Woolley  had  that  precinct  box.  It  was  delivered 
to  him  by  the  City  Messenger.  Alderman  AVool- 
ley  counted  and  assorted  all  the  ballots  in  that 
box.  He  then  got  up  and  said  he  wanted  to  rest 
after  being  busy  all  the  evening,  and  asked  if  I 
would  call  them  off.  I  did  n't  take  a  ballot  out  of 
the  box,  but  did  check  off  a  part  of  them.  I 
think  Alderman  Woolley  called  off  the  straight 
tickets,  and  I  called  off  the  split  tickets.  That 
was  the  way  in  which  I  handled  that  box.  I  did 
not  take  them  in  my  hands  until  they  were  count- 
ed by  bim. 

Alderman  Flynn— My  recollection  is  entirely 
different.  The  Alderman  took  the  ballots  and 
sorted  them  with  the  clerk  you  assigned  to  your- 
self.   You  may  not  recollect  it,  but  it  is  a  fact. 

Alderman  Viles— It  is  not  a  fact,  for  I  can  call 
witnesses  in  this  hall  who  know  it. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  saw  you  do  it,  and  you  said 
it  was  correct. 

Alderman  Viles— I  know  it  was  correct,  and  Al- 
derman Woolley  saw  it  and  sorted  them. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  am  sorry  politics  have 
been  brought  into  this  matter.  I  don't  think 
that  has  anything  to  do  with  it.  When  the  ballots 
in.Precinct  5  of  Ward  20  were  counted,  there  were 
22  ballots  scratched  about  in  the  same  way  with  a 
pencil.  We  found  it  made  about  the  same  differ- 
ence between  the  ward  return  and  our  recount. 
Of  course  we  counted  them.  I  saw  the  precinct 
clerk  and  the  warden  of  that  precinct,  and  they 
both  stated  to  me  that  no  such  votes  were  cast  in 
that  precinct. 

Alderman  Flynn— Under  oath? 

Alderman  Whitten — No. 

Alderman  O'Brien— The  gentleman  says  he  is 
sorry  that  politics  have  been  brought  "into  the 
Board.  Why,  we  are  now  discussing  the  petition 
sent  in  by  the  Republican  Ward  and  City  Com- 
mittee. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  supposed  we  were  dis- 
cussing the  petition  of  Mr.  Frost,  who  said  he 
was  entitled  to  a  seat  here. 

Alderman  Flynn — Let  me  say,  as  the  gentleman 
is  sorry  that  politics  have  been  brought  in  here- 
let  me  ask  him  if  he  remembers  the  night  that  he 
and  Alderman  Tucker  were  invited  to  Young's 
Hotel,  where  a  presentation  was  made  to  Mr. 
Sawyer,  and  this  question  was  brought  up,  and 
you  were  urged  by  Mr.  Crocker,  the  Republican 
senator,  to  be  careful  what  you  were  doing,  as 
you  might  get  auother  Republican  Aldermau 
here.  While  attending  that  dinner  you  were 
called  upon  to  be  careful  by  the  Republican  sena- 
tor, as  you  might  possibly  get  another  Republican 
Alderman  here. 

Alderman  Whitten— That  is  concocted  in  the 
head  of  the  Alderman  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat.  There  was  no  such  talk  there.  No  such 
speech  was  made.  It  was  merely  a  pleasant  little 
gathering  and  a  presentation  to  Mr.  Sawyer,  and 
no  such  speech  of  that  kind  was  made. 

Aldermau  Bieck— I  will  bear  the  Alderman  out 
in  what  he  has  lust  said.  I  was  preseno  at  that 
dinner  by  invitation.  When  I  was  invited  I 
did  n't  suppose  I  was  going  to  a  public  dinner  at 
all,  but  merely  to  meet  some  friends  who  were 
going  to  make  a  presentation  to  Mr.  Sawyer,  who 
had  been  a  memoer  of  the  City  Government.  We 
wanted  to  honor  him  and  do  all  we  could  to  make 
it  pleasar.t,  aud  all  subscribed  something  for  it. 
We  were  invited  to  that  dinner.  It  proved  to  be 
a  dinner  of  the  Republican  Central  Committee, 
but  that  I  did  n't  know  anything  about  until  we 
were  nearly  through.  When  he  called  upon  Al- 
derman Whitten  lie  replied  in  a  joking  way,  and  1 
don't  believe  there  was  any  allusion  to  putting  a- 
new  Alderman  into  the  Board.  I  beard  nothing 
of  the  kind,  aud  believe  what  he  states  is  true. 

Alderman  Flynn— Was  n't  the  question  raised  ? 

Alderman  Breck — Not  to  my  kuowledge. 

Alderman  Curtis— Are  we  discussing  the  ques- 
tion whether  any  one  shall  have  this  seat  or  not  ? 

Alderman  Flynn— I  wanted  to  show  the  auimus 
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of  the  majority  of  the  committee  in  making  their 
report,  and  how  well  rhey  were  fixed  before. 

Alderman  Curtis— Mr.  Chairman— 

Hie  Chairman— Alderman  Tucker. 

Alc'erman  Tucker— I  consider  it  my  duty  to  rise 
Here  and  defend  the  committee.  Tue  gentleman 
has  uttered  a  falsehood,  when  he  says  auy  such 
remarks  were  made  at  the  presentation  to  Mr, 
Sawyer. 

Alderman  Flynn— I  know  I  have  not  uttered  a 
falsehood. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  claim  the  protection  of  the 
Chair.    I  have  the  door. 

Alderman  Flynn— The  gentleman  says  1  have 
uttered  a  falsehood.  Wherein  have  I  uttered  a 
hood? 

Alderman  Tucker— When  you  stated  tnat  cer- 
tain remarks  were  addressed  to  Alderman  Whit- 
ten  about  Mr.  Frost. 

Alderman  Flynn— 1  did  n't  mention  Mr.  Frost's 
name  at  all. 

Alderman  Tucker— The  subject  of  a  change  in 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  was  not  mentioned.  1  was 
there  until  the  meeting  broke  up.  These  remarks 
are  made  to  cast  reflection  upon  the  committee. 
Alderman  Flynn  has  no  occasion  to  make  such  re- 
marks. He  lias  been  treated  as  well  as  any  other 
gentleman  by  every  member  of  the  committee, 
and  he  comes  here  and  throws  out  these  insinua- 
tions against  the  committee.  We  cannot  help  it 
if  he  has  n't  votes  enough.  We  supposed  there 
never  would  be  any  change  at  all.  f  did  n't  want 
to  go  on  the  committee.  1  asked  the  Chairman  not 
to  put  me  on  the  committee.  If  the  gentleman 
has  n't  votes  enough  to  elect  him — 

Alderman  Flvnu— I  have. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  am  very  sorry  for  him.  I 
believe  the  count  of  the  committee  is  correct. 

Alderman  Flynn— Well,  sir,  I  say  I  have  votes 
enough  to  elect  me  if  I  can  have  those  which  I 
am  entitled  to  by  the  rules  of  law. 

Alderman  Tucker— The  gentleman  has  done 
work  enough  in  South  Boston  to  get  voles  enough 
to  elect  him,  and  has  n't  succeeded. 

Alderman  llersey— I  think  this  has  gone  far 
enough,  and  I  call  lor  the  previous  question. 

Aldeiman  Flynn— There  is  no  previous  question 
in  this  Board,  I  believe. 

The  Chair— There  is  no  previous  question  here. 

Alderman  Slade— I  would  n't  have  said  any- 
thing on  this  subject  if  the  Alderman  on  my  right 
had  n't  made  some  allusion  to  my  count.  I  want 
to  say  here  that  if  my  life  depended  on  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  count  of  those  ballots  that  I 
counted  in  the  committee  of  1880, 1  could  n't  have 
counted  them  any  more  correctly  than  1  intended 
to.  There  is  one  thing  that  troubles  me  about 
that  count.  With  one  clerk  that  I  had,  the  sec- 
ond recount  seems  to  corroborate  the  first  within 
two  or  three  votes,  for  the  whole  evening's  work 
—which  covered  seven  precincts.  But  counting 
with  another  clerk  at  another  evening,  there 
seems  to  be  a  difference  of  some  titty  or  sixty 
votes.  The  method  of  counting  was  precisely  the 
same,  we  sat  in  the  same  place,  the  ballots  were 
manipulated  in  just  the  same  way,  and  distributed 
in  just  the  same  way,  and  I  had  no  doubt  both 
were  put  upon  the  record  accurately,  and  I  don't 
know  that  they  were  not.  But  as  I  said  before,  it 
rather  worries  me  that  my  count  on  one  evening 
should  corroborate  the  second  recount,  and 
counting  with  another  clerk  on  another  even- 
ing the  result  should  be  so  different. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  what  two  committees  might 
make  some  diffeience  in  the  count.  The  pasters 
are  the  cussedest  things  used  on  the  ballots,  and 
1  hope  the  Legislature  will  do  away  with  them, 
and  have  tje  names  either  printed  or  written  on 
the  ballots.  There  are  many  instances  where 
-  are  so  wide  that  in  covering  up  one  name 
they  will  cover  two,  and  there  are  two  names  lost. 
There  might  be  such  a  thing  where  a  person  was 
personally  Interested  in  the  count  and  mistakes 
could  be  made.  We  had  the  City  Solicitor  before 
us,  that  we  might  all  work  on  the  same  principle, 
and  not  make  any  mistake.  We  understood  that 
if  a  sticker  covered  two  names,  so  that  you  can- 
not read  them,  the  two  names  were  both  lost.  It 
lew  names  might  be  changed  in  that 
way  by  different  committees.  That  is  a  fault 
which  cannot  be  corrected.  I  supposed  when 
the  recount  would  take  place  that  it  would  come 
out  all  right  without  doubt,  just  as  we  had  made 
it  before;  but  it  seems  it  is  n't  so.  I  have  no  rea- 
son to  doubt  the  committee  of  this  year.  They 
had  no  clerks;  they  verified  each  other's  counts, 
and  we  worked  with  clerk?.  It  we  found  any  par- 
ticular   discrepancy  between    the  ward    return 


and  the  recount,  we  would  go  over  it  again.  In 
almost  every  instance  the  clerk  and  the  Alderman 
recounted  again,  and  verified  each  other's  counts. 
How  this  thing  is  brought  about  is  a  mystery  tome. 
Alderman  Flynn—  Now,  sir,  this  thing  is  com- 
ing to  a  head  very  soon,  and  I  think  the  sooner 
the  better,  because  I  am  tired  of  hearing  about 
this  matter,  and  the  sooner  it  is  done  the  better 
for  me,  because  I  know  it  is  prejudged  and  has 
been  for  some  time,  and  that  my  seat  will  be 
vacated  this  afternoon  by  a  large  vote.  But  be- 
fore leaving  I  desire  to  caution  the  Republicans 
of  this  Board,  and  also  what  1  shall  term  the  Ma- 
hone  Democrats  of  this  Board,  that  they  are  es- 
tablishing a  precedent  which  may  hereafter  work 
to  their  disadvantage,  to  the  disadvantage  of 
their  party  and  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  friends 
whom  they  may  desire  to  see  elected  here;  be- 
cause I  believe  I  have  the  right  in  this  matter, 
that  I  was  legally  elected,  that  J  had  more  votes 
than  .Mr.  Frost,  that  this  committee  is  not  justi- 
lied  in  awarding  me  a  part  of  the  returns  anil  not 
the  whole,  and  in  doing  that  and  unseating  me 
they  are  establishing  a  precedent  which  I  say 
may  hereafter  retaliate  un  them  and  on  their 
party.  I  have  taken  the  pains  to  look  up  some 
similar  election  cases  and  have  them  before  me 
and  will  read  from  them,  so  that  hereafter  if  a 
Democrat  should  be  elected  to  this  Board  and  has 
got  more  votes  than  any  Republican,  that  no 
little— well,  I  cannot  call  it  a  discrepancy,  but  a— 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  precinct 
or  the  ward  to  return  the  number  of  votes 
which  he  is  entitled  to,  shall  not  debar 
him  from  his  seat.  Now,  in  order  that 
strict  justice  may  be  done,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  one  of  two  alternatives  must  be 
adopted:  First,  the  returns  of  the  precinct  offi- 
cers must  be  allowed  to  stand;  or,  second,  the 
entire  vote  must  be  rejected  and  a  new  election 
ordered.  The  return  of  the  precinct  officers, 
made  by  persons  sworn  to  perforin  their  duty  and 
based  upon  a  count  made  immediately  upon  the 
close  of  .the  polls,  when  it  cannot  be  known  that 
the  change  of  a  few  votes  can  affect  the  result, 
is  presumably  correct,  and  cannot  be  set  aside, 
unless  it  is  so  tainted  with  fraud  or  with  the  mis- 
conduct of  the  election  officers  that  the  truth 
cannot  be  deduced  from  it.  It  must  appear  that 
the  conduct  of  the  election  officers  has  been  such 
as  to  destroy  the  integrity  of  their  returns,  and 
to  avoid  the  prima  facie  character  which  they 
ought  to  bear  as  evidence,  before  they  can  be 
set  aside  and  other  proof  demanded  of  the  true 
state  of  the  vote.  (See  McCrary,  278,  303.)  The 
decisions  in  all  election  cases  are  to  the  effect 
that  the  original  returns  of  the  officers  who 
conduct  an  election  canuot  be  set  aside,  except 
upon  the  strongest  evidence;  even  the  bal- 
lots themselves  cannot  be  allowed  evidence  to 
overturn  the  return,  without  the  strongest  evi- 
dence as  to  their  identity.  (McCrary,  439.)  A  stat- 
utory provision  makes  the  recount  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  stand  as  the  true  return  of  the  elec- 
tion. But  it  cannot  be  presumed  that  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  law  to  provide  that  a  recount  of  a 
portion  of  the  ballots  known  to  have  been  cast  at 
an  election  shall  be  considered  a  true  return, 
'file  presumption  is  that  the  ballots  returned  to 
City  Hall  and  counted  by  the  Aldermen  are  all 
the  ballots  that  were  cast,  and  when  it  indisputa- 
bly appears  that  only  a  portion  of  the  ballots 
were  returned,  it  cannot  be  assumed  that  a  return 
based  upon  them  is  either  a  just  or  a  true  one; 
when  such  a  condition  of  thing's  is  found,  t!ie  bal- 
lots cease  to  be  of  value  as  evidence,  unless  sup- 
ported by  other  proof.  The  return  of  the  pre- 
cinct must  then  be  taken,  and  if  that  is  im- 
peached the  entire  poll  must  be  rejected.  In  this 
connection  consider  tor  a  moment  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  returns  of  Pre- 
cinct .'!,  Ward  13.  The  return  states  that  539 
ballots  were  cast.  The  precinct  officers  swear  that 
the  clerk  kept  the  figures  of  the  counts  made  dur- 
ing the  day,  after  the  polls  closed,  made  out  the 
return  which  they  signed.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
they  did  not.  sign  the  return  until  a  subsequent 
day,  when  they  came  to  the  City  Clerk's  office  and 
signed  it.  What  they  did  sign  in  the  wardroom 
was  the  envelopes  containing  the  check  list  and 
ballots.  The  warden  and  both  inspectors  now 
swear  that  they  knew  that  only  459  ballots  were 
oast,  but  do  not  attempt  to  explain  why  they 
signed  a  return  of  5.39.  They  certainly  cannot. 
plead  haste  or  excitement;  because  their  signa- 
tures were  affixed  in  cold  blood,  after  all  the  ex- 
citement attending  the  election  had  passed  away. 
Their  return  had  been  published   in    the    papers  , 
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and  it  seems  Incredible  that  they  did  not  know 
what  they  had  certified  to,  or  knowing  that,  they 
did  not  hasten  to  correct  the  error.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  clerk  swears  positively  to  the  truth  of  his 
return  and  has  not  been  shaken  in  his  testimony. 
It  is  a  significant  fact  that  the  number  459 
was  not  mentioned  until  after  the  recount  had 
been  made  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  the 
missing  ballots  were  found,  and  it  is  still  more 
significant  that  the  number  of  ballots  found  in 
the  envelope  in  the  barber's  shop  and  in  the  teach- 
er's table  added  together  make  458,  within  one  of 
the  number  which  three  of  the  officers  agree  were 
cast.  It  is  also  significant  that  the  number  re- 
turned by  the  clerk  is  very  near  the  number  cast 
at  the  previous  election,  and  is  a  fair  average  of 
the  vote  of  the  precinct.  Admitting  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  officers  of  this  precinct  was  so  irreg- 
ular as  to  destroy  the  validity  of  their  returns, 
and  also  admitting  what  is  true,  that  the  ballots 
counted  by  the  Aidermen  were  not  all  that  were 
cast  in  that  precinct  on  the  day  of  election,  it  is 
clear  that  if  justice  is  to  be  done,  one  return 
cannot  be  set  aside  unless  the  other  is 
also.  If  both  are  set  aside,  what  is  the  result? 
We  are  launched  upon  a  sea  of  doubt  and  uncer- 
tainty, and  the  electors,  not  only  of  the  doubt- 
ful precinct  but  of  the  whole  city,  are  deprived  of 
their  right  of  a  choice  in  the  election  of  a  member 
of  this  Board.  The  Alderman  who  submits  the 
first  minority  report  in  looking  at  the  question  in 
this  light  comes  nearest  to  a  correct  decision  of 
the  case.  He  holds  that  both  the  returns  and  the 
ballots  should  be  set  aside,  but  he  does  not  follow 
the  argument  out  to  its  right  conclusion,  the  only 
conclusion  supported  by  precedents,  viz.,  a  new 
election.  He  forgets  that  this  is  a  matter  which 
concerns  the  whole  city,  and  not  the  voters  of 
Precinct  3  alone.  It  is  not  a  case  of  ward  repre- 
sentation to  be  determined  by  the  people  of  the 
ward  themselves.  The  people  of  the  whole  city 
are  interested,  and  should  have  a  voice  in 
the  settlement  of  the  question.  The  majori- 
ty of  the  committee  arrive  at  a  most  ex- 
traordinary conclusion  in  their  report.  They 
reject  the  return  of  the  precinct  officers; 
they  refuse  to  believe  the  evidence  as  to  the 
identity  of  ballots  found  after  the  election,  but 
they  accept  the  ballots  found  in  the  envelope,  for- 
getful of  the  fact  that  when  the  question  is 
whether  fraudulent  ballots  have  been  deposited 
or  honest  ballots  abstracted,  the  ballots  found  in 
the  box  are  by  no  means  the  best  evidence. 
(McCrary,  439.)  If  the  precinct  returns  and  the 
aldermanic  returns  are  both  rejected,  and  the 
true  state  of  the  poll  cannot  be  ascertained  by 
evidence,  either  parol  or  otherwise,  it  is  clearly  a 
case  in  which  a  new  election  should  be  ordered. 
This  would  not  only  be  a  most  just  and  satisfacto- 
ry way  of  settling  the  question,  but  it  would  also 
be  strictly  in  accordance  with  precedent. 
Numerous  cases  might  be  cited  to  prove  this 
assertion,  but,  perhaps,  two  will  suffice.  In 
a  contested  election  which  occurred  in  1840, 
referred  to  in  Gushing,  395,  it  was  held  that 
"if  it  cannot  be  ascertained,  either  by  record  or 
evidence,  what  was  the  whole  number  of  votes 
given  in  at  an  election,  it  is  void  for  uncertain- 
ty." Again  in  the  contested  election  in  Ward  10 
(City  Document  42,  1863),  the  seats  of  the  sitting 
members  of  the  Common  Council  were  declared 
vacant  because  of  a  discrepancy  between  the 
count  and  the  names  checked  on  the  voting  list. 
The  committee  held  that  it  was  impossible  to  tell 
what  the  error  was,  and,  therefore,  the  election 
should  be  declared  void  for  uncertainty,  and  a 
new  election  ordered.  To  sum  up:  The  aider- 
manic  return  of  1880  ought  to  stand  as  the  true 
return,  but  if  set  aside  the  original  return  of  the 
precinct  must  stand;  but  if  both  are  set  aside, 
then  the  seat  of  the  sitting  member  must  be  de- 
clared vacant,  and  a  new'  election  ordered  to  fill 
the  vacancy. 

Those,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  the  remarks  which  I 
have  had  prepared,  and  which  I  hope  will  be  pub- 
lished for  future  reference,  in  relation  to  this 
particular  case  of  mine.  With  those  few  re- 
marks, gentlemen,  knowiug  that  I  am  about  to 
be  unseated,  and  believing  that  I  am  by  a  very 
large  vote,  I  respectfully  take  my  leave  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

Alderman  Curtis  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  to  adopt  Alderman  O'Brien's  report 
was  lost — yeas  2,  nays  8: 

Yeas— Aldermen  O'Brien,  Woolley— 2. 

Nays—Aldermen  .~<reck,  Caldwell,  Curtis,  Her- 
sey,  Slade,  Tucker,  Viles,  Whitten— 8. 

The  motion  to  substitute  the  report  of  Alder- 


man Hersey  was  lost— yeas  1,  nays  9— Alderman 
Hersey  voting  yea. 

The  question  came  up  on  the  adoption  of  the 
majority  report,  and  was  divided  at  the  request 
of  Alderman  Hersey. 

The  repcrt  of  the  majority  was  accepted,  and 
the  resolves  appended  to  the  report  were  passed 
— yeas  8,  nays  2— Aldermen  O'Brien  and  Woolley 
voting  nay,  and  the  seat  of  Alderman  Flyun  was 
declared  vacant 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

SUPPORT  OF  STATE  PAUPERS. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  communication  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors for  Public  Institutions  requesting  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  of  $24,000  to  pay  for  the  sup- 
port of  pauper  women  in  State  institutions, would 
respectfully  report,  for  the  reasons  clearly  given 
n  said  communication,  the  accompanying  order 
granting  the  request. 

For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  to  tne  a  ppropri- 
ation  for  Pauper  Expenses,  from  the  Reserved 
Fund,  the  sum  of  nineteen  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  (19,475)  dollars,  and  from 
the  appropriation  for  House  of  Correction  the 
sum  of  four  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  (4525)  dollars. 

Passed— yeas  10,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

VENTILATION  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred by  the  Common  Council  the  order  author- 
izing the  ventilation  of  the  lower  hall  of  the  Pub- 
lic Library  building  on  Boylston  street,  and  the 
transfer  of  $2500  from  the  appropriation  for  the 
Public  Library  for  that  purpose,  would  respect- 
fully report  the  same  taken  into  a  new  draft. 

For  the  Committee,  Hugh  O'Brien. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  be  authorized  to  expend,  ac- 
cording to  plans  prepared  by  the  City  Architect, 
a  sum  not  exceeding  $  ,  in  providing  means 

for  ventilating  the  lower  hall  of  the  Public 
Library  building  on  Boylston  street,  and  that  the 
Auditor  of  Accouuts  be  and  he  hereby  is  author- 
ized to  transfer  from  the  appropriation  for  Pub- 
lic Library  the  aforesaid  sum  of  two  thousand 
rive  huudred  (2500)  dollars  to  constitute  a  special 
appropriation  for  that  purpose. 

In  this  connection  the  Chairman  read  a  com- 
munication of  the  trustees  of  the  Public  Library 
to  the  Finance  Committee  strongly  urging  the 
aporopriation. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  11,  nays  0. 

LICENSES. 

Aldermau  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Licenses: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  minois'  applica- 
tions as  follows: 

Nine  newsboys. 

Severally  accepted. 

ELECTION    FRAUDS. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following 
(City  Doc.  26): 

The  joint  special  committee  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate the  conduct  of  the  eiectiou  and  the 
counting  and  disposition  of  the  ballots  cast  in 
Precinct  3,  Ward  13,  on  the  14th  day  of  December 
last,  having  attended  to  that  duty,  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following  report:  At  tlie  last  Munici- 
pal election  in  Precinct  3,  Ward  13,  it  appears 
that  only  two  of  the  precinct  officers  were  present 
at  the  polling  place  (a  room  in  the  Mather  School- 
house)  just  before  the  opening  of  the  polls,  viz., 
Frederick  L.  Donnelly,  clerk,  ana  Humphrey 
Dyer,  inspector.  Mr.  Donnelly  called  those  pres- 
ent to  order,  and  presided  dining  the  election  of 
Peter  J.  Mullin  as  warden.  Beiug  a  candidate 
for  the  Common  Council,  Mr.  Donnelly  resigned 
the  office  of  clerk.  Matthew  J.  Barron  was  then 
elected  in  his  place,  and  Daniel  McDouough  was 
elected  inspector.  It  appears  from  the  evidence 
that  the  eiectiou  of  these  officers,  ill  each  case, 
was  conducted  in  a  loose  and  even  disorderly 
manner;  that  the  oaths  of  office  were  adminis- 
tered to  the  above  persons  when  they  were  in 
utter  ignorance  of  the  duties  they  were  to  per- 
form in  their  respective  offices,  audi  therefore,  iu 
corresponding  ignorance  as  to  what  the  oath 
which  they  were  takiug  meant. 

Although  full,  clear  and  explicit  directions  as 
to  the  manner  of  performing  their  duties  were 


MARCH       21,       1881. 


169 


furnished  to  these  officers  by  the  City  Clerk,  in 
the  usual  form,  it  appears  that  they  continued  to 
remain  in  a  state  of  ignorance  from  the  time  the 
polls  were  opened  until  they  appeared  before 
your  committee  to  testify.  The  polls  were  opened 
at  about  ~Kj  o'clock,  and  voting  proceeded  in  the 
usual  manner.  It  appeals  that,  during  the  vot- 
ing, at  least  two  of  the  officers  were  absent  from 
duty  for  a  period  of  time  which  the  committee 
are  un.-.ble  absolutely  to  determine.  The  ballots 
were  counted  at  intervals  during  the  day  by  the 
warden  and  clerk  and  placed  in  piles  on  the  ta- 
bles and  window  seats  of  the  rooai  occupied  by 
the  precinct  officers.  The  number  of  ballots  which 
each  pile  contained  was  marked  on  the  top  ballot, 
and  when  the  polls  were  closed  the  four  precinct 
ofiicers  united  in  making  a  final  count.  When 
the  final  count  was  completed,  the  several  piles 
of  ballots  were  said  to  have  been  collected  and 

filaced  in  the  envelope,  which  was  sealed  and  de- 
ivered  to  a  police  officer,  to  be  taken  to  City 
Hall.  The  envelopes  containing  the  voting  list 
aud  ballots  were  each  signed  by  the  officers  at 
the  polling  plate.  The  clerk  made  out  a  return 
certifying  that  530  ballots  bad  been  cast,  and  this 
return  was  sent  unsigned  to  City  Hall,  and  was 
signed  by  all  the  officers  of  the  precinct,  at  the 
City  Clerk's  office,  on  a  subsequent  day. 

Mullen,  McDonough  and  Dyer  now  agree  that 
there  were  459  ballots  cast,  and  449 names  checked 
on  the  voting  lists,  while  Barren  still  maintains 
that  539  ballots  were  cast.  All  the  ofiicers,  ex- 
cepting the  clerk,  now  state  that  they  signed  the 
return  without  reading  it  and  without  any  knowl- 
edge ot  its  contents. 

Neither  the  warden  nor  inspectors  can  give  any 
reason  for  signing  the  return  without  examina- 
tion, except  that  they  supposed  it  to  be  correct. 

The  evening  of  the  day  of  the  election,  after  the 
precinct  officers  had  left  tne  room,  the  janitor, 
while  cleaning  it,  found  a  pile  of  ballots  upon 
one  of  the  window  seats.  He  rolled  them  up  in  a 
piece  of  waste  paper  and  threw  them  into  the  en- 
try, where  they  remained  until  the  next  morning, 
when  he  gave  them  to  an  employe  of  George 
O'Brien,  a  barber,  who  gave  them  to  his  employ- 
er. O'Brien  threw  them  into  a  place  in  his  shop 
which  was  used  as  a  depository  for  waste  paper. 
The  Sunday  following,  a  number  of  persons  being 
in  O'Briens  shop,  tne  ballots  were  produced,  ana 
from  their  appearance  it  was  suspected  that  they 
had  passed  through  the  ballot  box,  and  they  were 
delivered  to  Inspector  Mountain,  and  found  to 
number  166.  These  ballots  were  produced  before 
the  committee. 

Tlie  day  lollowing  the  election,  Miss  Connor,  a 
teacher  in  the  schoolroom  occupied  as  a  voting 
place,  found  in  the  drawer  of  a  table  a  package 
of  18  ballots,  which  were  also  delivered  to  fn- 
spector  Mountain,  and  also  produced  belore  the 
committee. 

From  these  facts  and  from  a  careful  considera- 
tion of  the  testimony,  it  appears  to  the  commit- 
tee that  the  precinct  officers  were  utterly  incom- 
petent, grossly  negligent,  and  culpably  regard- 
less of  a  proper  appreciation  of  the  responsibility 
of  their  position;  and  although  the  committee 
are  unable  to  state  positively  that  any  of  them 
were  guilty  of  fraud,  still  their  conduct  must  be 
deemed  deserving  of  the  strongest  censure. 

The  inability  of  the  committee  to  positively 
state  that  these  officers  were  guilty  of  fraud,  is, 
to  a  great  extent,  due  to  tne  consideration  that 
the  total  ignorance  of  their  duties  as  such,  and 
the  want  of  intelligence  evinced  by  them  in  the 
fulfilment  of  those  duties,  are  inconsistent  with 
the  supposition  that  they  were  capable  of  carry- 
ing out  a  scheme  to  fraudulently  affect  the  elec- 
tion. 

It  is  easy  to  see  from  the  above  how  little 
weight  can  be  attached  to  the  official  acts  of  pre- 
cinct officers  such  as  these,  or  to  any  result  of  the 
election  as  declared  by  them.  Although  the 
.Statutes  of  JHTti,  chapter  188,  section  4,  provided 
that  the  recount  made  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
"shall  stand  as  the  true  return  of  the  ward";  yet 
it  must  not,  therefore,  be  supposed  that  it  is  any 
the  less  the  duty  of  the  ward  officers  to  exercise 
all  the  care  properly  incident  to  their  office,  be- 
cause in  case  the  return  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men is  for  any  reason  set  aside,  the  certificate 
of  the  precinct  officers  must  be  considered  the 
best  evidence  of  the  result  of  the  election. 

While  not  expressing  any  opinion  on  the  issues 
now  pending  in  both  branches  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, nor  taking  part  in  the  yet  unsettled  contro- 
versies arising  out  of  this  election,  it  is  desirable 
that  the  mischief  caused  by  the  acts  of   such  in. 


competent  persons,  and  the  results  which  may 
ensue  therefrom  should  be  pointed  out,  in  order, 
if  possible,  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the 
electors  the  necessity  of  choosing  competent  and 
trustworthy  men  as  precinct  officers. 

In  the  first  place,  the  ignorance,  incompetency, 
and  negligence  of  the  officers  of  Precinct  3,  Ward 
13,  render  their  official  acts  unworthy  of  cre- 
dence. In  the  second  place,  the  discrepancy  be- 
tween the  number  of  ballots  found  in  the  envel- 
ope (274),  the  i.umber  of  names  checked  on  the 
voting  lists,  and  the  number  of  ballots  sworn  to 
by  the  majority  oi  officers  as  haviug  been  cast, 
render  it  impossible  to  ascertain  with  any  degree 
of  certainty  the  Hue  number  that  wer6  voted. 

Upon  such  a  state  of  tacts  Mr.  McCrary,  in  his 
"American  Law  of  Elections,"  says- 
Section  302.  "While  a  mere  irregularity  which 
does  not  affect  the  result  will  not  vitiate  the  re- 
turn; yet,  where  the  provisions  of  the  election  law 
have  been  entirely  disregarded  by  the  officers, 
and  their  conduct  lias  been  such  as  to  render 
their  returns  utterly  unworthy  of  credit,  the  en- 
tire poll  must  be  rejected,  in  such  a  case  the 
returns  prove  nothing.  But  it  does  not  follow 
that  legal  votes  cast  at  such  poll  must  be  lost. 
They  may  be  proven  by  secondary  evidence  (the 
return  being,  until  impeached,  the  primary  evi- 
dence), and,  when  thus  proven,  may  be  counted." 
In  section  303  he  says,  "The  question,  under 
what  circumstances  the  entire  poll  of  an  election 
division  may  be  rejected  has  been  much  dis- 
cussed, and  conflicting  views  have  been  expressed 
by  the  courts.  The  power  to  reject  an  entire  poll 
is  certainly  a  dangerous  power,  and  though  it  be- 
longs to  whatever  tribunal  has  jurisdiction  to 
pass  upon  the  merits  of  a  contested  election  case, 
it  should  be  exercised  only  in  an  extreme  case, 
that  is  to  say,  a  case  where  it  is  impossible 
to  ascertain  with  reasonable  certainly  the  true 
vote.  It  must  appear  that  the  conduct  of  the 
election  officers  has  been  such  as  to  destroy  the 
integrity  ot  their  returns,  and  to  avoid  the  prima 
facie. character  which  they  ought  to  bear  as  evi- 
dence before  they  can  be  set  aside  and  other 
proof  demanded  of  the  true  state  of  the  vote. 
And  it  is  truthfully  said  'that  the  whole  conduct 
of  election  officers  may,  though  actual  fraud  be 
not  apparent,  amount  to  such  gross  and  culpable 
negligence,  such  a  disregard  of  their  official  du- 
ties, as  to  render  their  doings  unintelligible  or 
unworthy  of  credence,  and  their  action  entirely 
unreliable  for  any  purpose.'  " 

The  committee  have  quoted  thus  at  length  in 
order  to  show,  to  some  extent,  the  results  which 
might  follow  from  a  condition  of  affairs  such  as 
is  found  to  exist  in  the  case  referred  to  them  for 
consideration,  and  how  the  negligence  and  in- 
competency of  precinct  officers  may  not  only 
give  rise  to  serious  and  vexatious  questions,  but 
wholly  thwart  a  true  expression  of  the  will  of  the 
voter,  unless  the  expensive  remedy  of  a  new  elec- 
tion be  resorted  to. 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  would  venture  to 
suggest  that,  so  long  as  the  voters  in  the  respec- 
tive precincts  of  the  city  are  willing  to  leave  the 
machinery  used  to  express  their  will  at  elections 
in  the  hands  of  such  persons  as  those  who  filled 
the  positions  of  precinct  officers  in  the  case  under 
consideration,  no  change  of  the  election  laws  will 
serve  to  correct  the  evils  which  are  complained 
of.  Respectfully  submitted, 

James  J.  Flynn. 

Joseph  Caldwell. 

Charles  V.  Wbittkx. 

William  F.  Wham-on. 

Thomas  J.  Denney. 

William  J.  Welch. 

Charles  Wheeler. 

Arthur  F.  Means. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

overseers  ok  the  poor. 
Alderman  Tucker  submitted  the  following: 
The  joint  special  committee  appointed  to  nomi- 
nate candidates  for  Overseers  of  the  Poor  would 
respectfully  recommend  the  election  of  the  fol- 
lowing-named persons: 

For  the  Committee. 

J.  A.  Tucker. 
Isaac  T.  Campbell, 
Henry  W.  Pickering. 
Samuel  B.  Cruft. 
John  a.  Scott. 

Minority  lieport. 
The  undersigned,  a  member  of   the   committee, 
would  respectfully  recommend  the  election  of  the 
following-named  persons: 
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Isaac  T.  Campbell. 
Henry  W.  Picketing. 
Thomas  F.  Ring. 
John  A.  Scott. 

AbeAM'T.  Rogers. 
The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Al- 
derman Tucker  the  Board  proceeded  to  au  elec- 
tion.     Committee— Aldermen  Tucker  and  Cald- 
well. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 11 

Necessary  for  a  choice 6 

Isaac  T.  Campbell 11 

Henry  W.  Pickeriig 11 

Thomas  V.  Ring 6 

John  A.  Scott 10 

Samuel  B.  Cruft 5 

Joseph  O'Neil 1 

And  Messrs.  Campbell,  Pickering,  Ring  and 
Scott  were  elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  Sent 
down. 

ROXBURY  CHANNEL. 

Alderman  Hersey  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  cause  the  sew- 
age matter  to  be  removed  from  the  land  of  the 
Roxbury  Channel  immediately,  and  the  cost 
thereof  to  be  taken  from  the  Contingent  fund. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions  to 
occupy  stables  as  follows: 

Reed  Brothers  &  Sawin,  Winchester  street, 
Ward  5. 

P.  O'Riordan,  Ward  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

PETROLEUM    LICENSE. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  on  the 
part  of  the  Board: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  licenses  as  follows: 
Stephen  Jenney  &  Co.,  to  store  and  sell  petroleum 
at  2  Central  wharf,  and  same  to  manufacture  pe- 
troleum and  coal  oils  on  Second  street,  between 
D  and  E  streets.    Severally  accepted 

PAYING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  .>n  Paving: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  petitions  of  Bog- 
man  &  Vinal,  tr>  make  alterations  in  the  cellar  at 
7  Dock  square;  J.  B.  Thomas,  for  leave  to  con- 
struct a  driveway  on  Granite  street.  Severally 
accepted. 

Report  and  order  to  abate  sidewalk  assessment 
of  $17.46  against  estate  of  Sarah  S.  McKenney, 
277  Bolton  street,  she  being  a  widow,  unable  to 
pay  the  same.    Order  passed. 

MIDDLESEX     RAILROAD. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following: 

The  Commitiee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  petition  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad 
Company  for  leave  to  extend  its  tracks  on  Bunker 
Hill  street,  respectfully  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order  of  location. 
For  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company 
to  lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the  right 
to  extend  its  tracks  on  Bunker  Hill  street  in  a 
northwesterly  direction  and  to  connect  them  with 
the  new  car  house  of  said  company  recently  erect- 
ed on  said  Bunker  Hill  street,  corner  of  Webster 
street.  The  tracks  located  by  this  order  being 
shown  by  red  lines  on  a  plan  drawn  by  Arthur 
Hodges,  civil  engineer,  dated  March  9,  1881,  and 
deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets. 

The  right  to  lay  down  the  tracks  located 
by  this  order  is  upon  condition  that  the  whole 
work  of  laying  down  said  tracks  and  the  form  of 
rail  to  be  used  shall  be  under  the  direction  and  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  and 
the  Superintendent  or  Streets,  and  shall  be 
approvpd  by  them;  also  upon  conditition  that  the 
space  occupied  by  said  tracks  and  eighteen  inches 
outside  thereof,  and  the  space  between  the  double 
tracks,  shall  be  paved  with  small  granite  blocks 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets.  Also  upon  condition  that  said  Middlesex 
Railroad  Company  shall  accept  this  order  of  loca- 
tion, and  shall  agree  in  writing  to  comply  with 
the  conditions  therein  contained,  and  shall  file 
said  acceptance  and  agreement   with   the  City 


Clerk  within  thirty  days  ot  the  date  of  the  pass- 
age of  this  order;  otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and 
void. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  petition  of  the  Middlesex  Railroad 
Company  for  a  location  of  tracks  on  Medford 
street,  Charlestown,  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order  of  location. 
For  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  Middlesex  Railroad  Company 
to  lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the  right 
to  lay  down  double  tracks  on  Medford  street, 
Charlestown,  from  Main  street  to  Chelsea  street, 
and  to  connect  the  same  with  the  tracks  of  said 
Middlesex  Railroad  Company  as  now  laid  down 
on  Main  street  near  the  Boston  &  Lowell  Freight 
Railroad  crossing,  and  also  with  the  tracks  of  the 
Boston  &  Chelsea  Railroad  Company  as  now  laid 
down  on  Chelsea  street;  the  tracks  located  by  this 
order  being  shown  by  red  lines  on  plans  drawn  by 
Arthur  Hodges,  Civil  Engiueer,  dated  March  8, 
1881,  and  deposited  in  the  office  ot  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets.  The  right  to  lay  down  the 
tracks  located  by  this  order  is  upon  condition 
that  the  whole  work  of  laying  down  saia  tracks 
and  the  form  of  rail  to  be  used  shall  be  under  the 
direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and 
shall  be  approved  by  them;  also,  upon  condition 
that  the  space  occupied  by  said  tracks  and 
eighteen  inches  outside  thereof,  and  the  space 
between  the  tracks,  shall  be  paved  with  small 
granite  blocks,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets;  also,  upon  condition  that  said 
Middlesex  Railroad  Company  shall  accept  this 
order  of  location,  and  shall  agree  in  writing  to 
comply  with  the  conditions  herein  contained,  and 
shall  file  said  acceptance  and  agreement  with  the 
City  Clerk  within  thirty  days  of  the  date  of  the 
passage  of  this  order;  otherwise  it  shall  be  null 
and  void. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order — That  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Faneuil  Hall  Market  be  allowed 
to  employ,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Mayor, 
one  deputy  to  assist  him  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  his  office.    Passed. 

IMPROVED  SEWERAGE. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  be  authorized 
to  modify  the  existing  contract  with  R.  A.  Ma- 
lone,  for  building  the  Dorchester  Bay  tunnel  in 
such  manner  as  they  may  deem  expedient. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

SEWER  REPOBTS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Reports  and  orders  for  hearing  on  Monday  next 
at  4  P.  M.,  on  the  expediency  of  constructing 
sewers  as  follows: 

In  Seaver  street  (Charlestown),  between  King- 
ston aud-Gardner  streets,  and    in  Gardner  street. 

In  Virginia  street  (Dorchester). 

In  Bowdoin  street  (Dorchester),  between  Han- 
cock street  and  Downer  avenue,  and  through  land 
of  Hendry,  Draper  court  and  Continental  Bank 
from  Bellevue  street  to  Bowdoin  street. 

In  High  street,  Dorchester. 

In  Hancock  street,  Dorchester,  between  Trull 
street  an  I  Everett  avenue. 

In  Rutherford  avenue  (Charlestowu),  between 
Union  and  Austin  streets,  and  in  Union  street, 
between  Rutherford  avenue  and  Washington 
street. 

In  Fourth  street,  South  Boston,  between  P  and 
Q  streets,  and  in  O  street,  between  Fourth  and 
Fifth  streets. 

Orders  severally  passed. 

Order  of  notice  of  intention  to  take  laud  from 
Continental  National  Bank  and  others  for  sewer 
purposes,  returnable  April  4,  next,  at  4  P.  M. 
Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  abatements  be 
made  in  sewer  assessments  on  account  of  pre- 
vious assessment: 

Eliza  Smith,  Commercial  street gS.66 

Catharine  Watts,       "  "      10.07 

Bridget  Smith,.  •'  "      ... 7.56 

Francis  Kaynes.        "  " 1,1.12 

"     • 37.44 
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Patrick  McManus,  Commercial  street g6  55 


Bridget  Couley, 
John  Jeuney. 
Iiela  T.  Jacobs, 
John  Kelley, 
Julia  Leonard, 
Samuel  Wingersky, 


7.05 
32.63 
31.73 
12.34 
12.09 

7.81 


Emily  L.  Couthouy,  Elmore  street 9.81 

Passed. 

BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Bridges: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  make  needed  repairs  upon  Cambridge- 
street  Bridge,  Brighton,  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding $800,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Bridges. 

Passed. 


Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized to  execute  a  lease  of  the  building  situated  on 
the  northerly  pier  and  easterly  side  of  Warren 
Bridge,  to  Johnson  &  Young,  for  a  term  of  five 
years,  from  April  1, 1881,  at  the  rate  of  $650  per 
annum,  said  lessees  to  supply  the  steam  for  the 
use  of  the  engine  to  open  and  close  the  draw  of 
said  bridge,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee 
on  Bridges,  and  to  be  allowed  therefor  the  sum  of 
$200  per  annum,  to  be  deducted  from  the  amount 
to  be  paid  by  said  lessees  for  rent. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Alderman  BrecK. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MARCH    24,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  7'^  P.  M.,  Andrew  J.  Bailey, 
President,  in  the  chair. 

SECOND  ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18  moved  that  the  rule  be 
suspended  in  order  that  the  Council  may  proceed 
immediately  to  ballot  for  second  assistant  assess- 
ors, and  that  a  recess  of  five  minutes  be  taken  to 
prepare  ballots. 

Mr.  "Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  would  like  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  one  of  our  oldest  Second 
Assistant  Assessors  in  Ward  10,  William  S.  Whit- 
ney, has  been  left  off  by  the  committee.  He  is 
especially  titled  for  the  work  and  is  recommended 
by  the  three  Councilmen  from  that  ward,  and 
spoken  favorably  of  by  the  principal  Assessors. 
I  would  ask  every  member,  as  a  personal  favor  to 
the  three  Councilmen  from  Ward  10,  to  vote  for 
William  S.  Whitney.  The  other  nominee  is  Mr. 
John  Robertson. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17—1  move  to  suspend  the 
rule  in  order  that  I  may  offer  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Assessors'  Department. 

The  President  ruled  Mr.  Child's  motion  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  rise  to  a  point  of 
order,  that  the  motion  ought  to  be  to  suspend  the 
rule  to  allow  Mr.  Child  to  offer  his  report,  and  I 
trust  the  gentleman  from  Ward  18  will  withdraw 
his  motion  for  that  purpose. 
Mr.  Hart  withdrew  his  motion. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17,  the  rule 
was  suspended,  and  he  submitted  the  folio  wing : 
,  The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Assessors' 
Department  respectfully  represent  that  they  have 
received  a  communication  from  Mr.  Daniel  J. 
Sweeney,  announcing  that  he  is  not  a  candidate 
for  the  office  of  Second  Assistant  Assessor  in 
Ward  2,  and  asking  to  have  his  name  withdrawn. 
The  committee  therefore  respectfully  recommend 
the  election  of  Joseph  D.  Couch  instead  of  Daniel 
J.  Sweeney. 

For  the  Committee, 

Dudley  R.  Child. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18  moved  that  the  rule  be 
suspended  iu  order  that  the  Council  may  go  into 
an  election  for  Second  Assistant  Assessors.  Car- 
ried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24,  a  recess  of 
five  minutes  was  taken  to  allow  time  to  prepare 
ballots.    Carried. 

Mr.  McLaughlin  moved  that  all  ballots  for  Wil- 
liam M.  Hafey  be  counted  for  William  F.  Hafey, 
the  "M."  being  a  misprint.    Carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18,  it  was  voted 
that  a  committee  of  eight  be  appointed  to  re- 
ceive, sort  and  count  ballots. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  the  roll 
was  called,  with  the  following  result: 

Present— Messrs.  Bailey,  Barry,  Bartlett,  >Beal, 
Bigelow,  Bpwker,  Boyle,  Brimuecom,  Brown, 
Child,  H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Connell, 
Costello,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Daly,  Dana,  Denney, 
Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery, 
Farwell,  Fisk,  Fitzpatrick,  Ford,  Freeman,  Go- 
mez, Gove,  Greenough,  Hagar,  Harding,  Hart, 
Hilton,  Hosley,  Huntress,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Ma- 
guire,  Mathews,  McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin, 
P.  J.  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Means,  N.  M* 
Morrison,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Murphy,  Park- 
man,  Pope,  Pray,  Pratt,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Rosnos- 
ky,  Smith,  Swan,  Teevan,  Viles,  Wakefield,  Walsh, 
Welch,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Whitmore,  Williams 
—70. 
Absent— Messrs.  John  Doherty,  Powers— 2. 
Committee— Messrs.  Hart  of  Ward  18,  Hagar  of 
Ward  10,  McLaughlin  of  Ward  7,  Barry  of  Ward 
16,  Welch  of  Ward  7,  Eddv  of  Ward  24,  Child  of 
Ward  17,  Hosley  of  Ward  15. 
The  ballot  was  taken. 

Whole  number  ofballots 70 

Necessary  for  a  choice 86 

Ward  1—One  District. 

♦Isaiah  Whitten 69 

Ward  2— One  District. 

Daniel  J.  Sweeney 1 

John  Hartnett 27 

•Joseph  D.  Couch 36 


Ward  3— One  District. 

John  Bryant 26 

'Michael  J.  Henrity 45 

Ward  4— One  District. 

*D.  D.  Taylor 42 

Arthur  Median 26 

MichaelJ.  Henrity  of  Ward  1 1 

Ward  5— One  District. 

•Dennis  G.  Quirk 45 

Enos  Merrill 20 

J.  C.  Stoddard 9 

Ward  6— Two  Districts. 

John  F.  Kelly 44 

•Albeit  E.  Proctor '47 

•William  F.  Hafey 45 

Ward  7-0ne  District. 

•John  Pattison 67 

Thos.  F.  Shaughnessy i 

Ward  8— One  District, 

•Edward  B.  Daily 45 

Charles  M.  Klngsley 34 

Ward  9— One  District. 

Walter  Harmon 1 

•Clark  Giflord *68 

Ward  10— Two  Districts. 

•John  Robertson 47 

•Williams.  Whitney 58 

John  E.  S.  Damrell 33 

Ward  11—  Two  Districts. 

•Charles  H.  Clark 65 

•Hiram  Ames 39 

Samuel  Cozzens "33 

Ward  12— Two  Districts. 

John  Osborne,  Jr 32 

Alfred  I.  Woodbury  "'or 

F.W.Ryder " 26 

RichardF.  Jennings "23 

Frederic  A.  Robinson ",3x 

Ward  13— One  District. 

•Thomas  A.  Jackson 42 

Thomas  J.  Barry '.".'.28 

Ward  14— One  District. 
•Charles  C.  Kendall gg 

Ward  15— One  District. 

John  T.  O'Connor 00 

•Nathaniel  T.  Allen '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.43 

Ward  16—  One  District. 

P.  M.  Denon 17 

James  P.  Gordon p 

•DaniPlF.  Burns ....II"S8 

Ward  VI— One  District. 

•Christopher  C.  Ryder 44 

Charles  W.  Bartletc.- ....."!ISi 

Ward  18— One  District. 
•George  A  King 68 

Ward  19—  One  District. 

•William  F.  Butler 37 

H.  C.Pickering !.I!32 

Ward  20— Two  Districts. 

•Thomas  F.  Shaughnessy 46 

•Charles  J.  Kidney ,         -G7 

William  E.  Whicher  Iss 

Ward  21— Two  Districts. 

John  C.  Cook 32 

Henry  H.  Page .'""33 

•Walter  B.  Wood 37 

•George  Warren 38 

Ward  22- One  District. 

•Patrick  H.  Rogers «6 

P.  M.  Demon  of  Ward  16 1 

John  C.  Cook 1 

Ward  23— Two  Districts. 

•John  F.  Payson 68 

Hugh  T.  Kelly 25 

•Thomas  W.  Seaverns,  Jr 44 

William  Melvill 1 

Hugh  T.Kelly 25 

Ward  24— Two  Districts. 

•Isaac  S.  Lucas 68 

♦William  Melville 53 

Richardson  Hutchinson 18 

Ward  25—  One  District. 

•John  H.  Pierce 46 

John  H.  Lee 24 

Those  marked  *  were  declared  elected  on  .the 
part  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— Inasmuch  as  there 
is  no  election  in  Ward  12,  I  move  that  another 
ballot  be  ordered  immediately  after  the  election 
for  Overseers  of  the  Poor  or  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions,  whichever  may  be  first  reached;  be- 
cause the  Council  will  understand  that  as  there 
are  five  candidates,  it  will  be  necessary  to  ex- 
plain the  reasons  for  voting  for  any  two  of  them, 
and  as  there  will  be  a  recess  after  the  ballot  for 
the  other  officers,  time  for  such  explanation  will 
be  given. 
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Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— r don't  see  any  reason 
why  we  should  rot  finish  up  the  election  of  Sec- 
ond Assistant  Assessors  at  this  time.  I  don't 
think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  given  suf- 
ficient reasons  for  not  doing  so.  I  move  as  an 
amendment  that  we  proceed  to  an  election  for 
Second  Assistant  Assessors  for  Ward  12. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Would  not  the  motion  to  assign 
take  precedence  of  a  motion  to  amend? 

The  President— The  Chair  does  not  think  it 
would.  It  is  made  as  an  amendment  to  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  irom  W<*rd  12,  which  is  an 
independent  motion,  susceptible  of  amendment. 
Mr.  Whitmore— I  think  we  had  better  be  allowed 
to  attend  to  this  when  we  have  the  time  on  our 
hands  during  a  recess.  I  move  as  an  amendment 
that  we  now  proceed  to  an  election  of  Overseers 
of  the  Poor. 

Mr.  Parkraan— I  have  no  objection  to  taking  a 
recess.  1  think  we  had  better  finish  up  one  thing 
before  we  proceed  to  another. 

Mr.  Parkman's  amendment  was  carried— 35  for, 
24  against — and  the  ballot  was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  a  recess  of  five 
minutes  w,s  taken  to  prepare  ballots. 

Committee,  Messrs.  Lauteu  of  Ward  14,  Gove  of 
Ward  1,  Costello  of  Ward  22. 
The  ballot  was  taken. 

Whole  nnmber  of  ballots 71 

Necessary  for  a  choice 36 

John  Robinson 1 

K.  S.Jennings 1 

A.  I.  Woodbury 1 

Alfred  I.  Woodbury 8 

Francle  W.Ryder 18 

John  Osborne,  Jr 30 

Frederick  A.  Kobtnson 36 

Rlcbard  P.  Jennings 42 

Mr.  Jennings  was  declared  elected,  and  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19  a  third  ballot  was 
ordered  to  fill  one  vacancy.  The  same  committee 
acted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  it  was  ordered  that 
all  ballots  cast  for  Frederick  Robinson  with  a 
middle  initial  be  counted  for  Frederick  A.  Robin- 
con. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 60 

Necessary  to  achoice 35 

Alfred  1.  Woodbury 5 

John  Osborne,  Jr 29 

Frederick  A.  Robinson 35 

Mr.  Robinson  was  declared  elected.    Sent  up. 

SPECIAL    ASSIGNMENTS    RE-ASSIGNED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18,  the  special 
assignment  lor  8.15  P.  M.— orders  recommended 
in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Auditor's 
Estimates  (Ciiy  Doc.  48)— was  specially  assigned 
for  the  next  meeting  at  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Hart  moved  that  all  articles  under  the  head 
of  assignments  and  the  unfinished  business  go 
over  nntil  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  seems  to  me  he  had  better 
move  to  adjourn  at  once.  If  the  gentleman  will 
single  out  any  assignment,  and  move  that  it  go 
over,  it  will  be  very  well,  or  the  Council  could  let 
it  go  over  without  any  action. 

The  President — The  Chair  will  role  that  the 
part  of  the  motion  relating  to  unfinished  business 
is  out  of  order.  The  Chair  did  not  state  that  part 
of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  would  be  glad  to  see  the  other 
assignments  go  over. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19—1  hope  that  motion 
will  not  prevail.  There  is  an  order  relating  to 
the  appointment  of  a  special  committee  for  con- 
certs on  the  Common.  If  anything  of  that  kind 
is  to  be  done,  the  committee  should  be  appointed 
before  the  best  bands  are  engaged  for  the  season. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Hart  prevailed,  and  the  spe- 
cial assignments  went  over  as  follows: 

At  reight  o'clock— Report  nominating  Second 
Assistant  Assessors. 

At  8.30  o'clock— Order  for  transfers  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Marcella-street  Home  Building 
of  $9000  from  the  appropriation  for  the  House  of 
Industry,  and  $2000  from  the  approbation  for 
the  House  of  Correction.    (City  Doc.  45.) 

At  lame  hour— Report  and  order  for  the  dis- 
continuance of  tne  Cbarlestown  Almshouse  and 
the  removal  of  the  inmates  to  Rainsford  Island 
and  Austin  Farm,  provided  there  shall  be  no  sep- 
aration of  husbands  and  wives  where  both  are 
inmates. 

At  nine  o'clock — Order  to  grant  the  Homoeo- 
pathic Hospital  a  lot  of  land  on  Albany  street  to 
be  used  for  nosnital  purposes. 

At  930  o'clock— Order  for  a  special  committee 
o  make  arrangements  for  free  concerts  on  the 


Common  and  public  grounds,  at  an  expense  not 
exceeding  $2000;  with  a  oroposed  amendment  to 
have  sucfi  arrangements  made  by  the  Committee 
on  Common,  etc. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19  moved  to  suspend  the 
rule  for  the  purpose  ot  introducing  an  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  hope  the  gentle- 
man will  state  the  object  of  the  order  before  we 
rote  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Maguire— My  object  is  to  fortify  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  so  they  may  be  able  to  stay 
here  the  rest  of  the  night  and  attend  to  business. 
It  is  very  late. 

.  The  Council  refused  to  suspend  the  rule,  two- 
thirds  of  those  voting  being  necessary— 38  for,  21 
against. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Order  to  lease  Johnson  &  Young  the  building 
on  the  northerly  pier  and  easterly  side  of  Warren 
Bridge,  for  five  years  at  $650  per  annum,  on  the 
conditions  therein  set  forth.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 
Report  nominating  Isaac  T.  Campbell,  Henry 
W.  Pickering,  Samuel  B.  cruft  and  John  A.  Scott 
as  Overseers  of  the  Poor;  with  a  minority  report 
nominating  Thomas  F.  Ring  in  place  of  said 
Cruft.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  said  Campbell, 
Pickering,  Scott  and  Ring,  as  such  overseers. 
Placed  on  file. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  the 
Council  proceeded  to  an  election. 

Committee— Messrs.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8, 
Wakefield  of  Ward  23,  and  Emery  of  Ward  18, 

Whole  number  of  ballots 70 

Necessary  for  a  choice 30 

Thomas  J.  Denny 1 

W.  H.  Lougee 1 

P.  H.  Manning 1 

Henry  F.  Williams 21 

George  Bigelo w 22 

Samuel  B.  Cruft 22 

John  H.  Stone 22 

John  A.  Scott 37 

Henry  W.  Pickering .48 

Isaac  T.  Camubell 49 

Thomas  F.  Ring 57 

Messrs.  Scott,  Pickering,  Campbell  and  Ring 
were  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 

Directors  for   Public  Institutions. 
Certificate  of  the  election   of  Everett   Torrey, 
Frederick  Pease  and  Asa  H.   Caton   as  Directors 
for  Public  Institutions.    Placed  on  file. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16,  a  ballot 
was  ordered. 
Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  desire  to  say  that  I 

S resented  the  tickets  bearing  the  names  of 
[essrs.  Torrey,  Pease  and  Sawyer.  My  impres- 
sion is  it  is  the  best  ticket,  and  I  hope  gentlemen 
will  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  did  n't  know  it  was 
in  order  for  members  of  the  committee  to  get  up 
here  and  advocate  their  candidate.  I  think  the 
report  of  the  majority  is  the  best,  and  ought  to 
be  accepted. 

Committee — Messrs.  Brimbecom  of  Ward  18, 
Daly  of  Ward  6  and  Hilton  of  Ward  5. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 71 

Necessary  for  a  choice 36 

Everett  Torrey 45 

Frederick  Pease 34 

Asa  H.  Caton 23 

Joseph  O'Nell 37 

Nathan  Sawyer 28 

Ly Sander  O.  Parker 20 

John  A.  Smardon 19 

George  L.  Thorudike 2 

Mr.  Torrey  was  elected  in  concurrence  and 
Mr.  O'Neil  in  non-concurrence,  and  a  second  bal- 
lot was  ordered  to  fill  one  vacancy. 

Committep — Messrs.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8, 
Murphy  of  Ward  3,  and  Fisk  of  Ward  20. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 69 

Necessary  for  achoice 35 

Asa  H.  Caton 12 

Frederick  Pease 38 

Nathan  Sawyer 18 

Lysander  O.Parker 1 

Mr.  Pease  was  elected  in  concurrence. 
Sent  up. 

LUNCH. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19—1  hold  an  order  in  my 
hands  which  concerns  the  comfort  of  the  whole 
Council.  As  a  matter  of  privilege  I  ask  for  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  that  I  may  offer  it  at  the  pres- 
ent time. 

Mr.  Maguire  offered  the  following: 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  directed 
to  provide  a  lunch  for  the  members  of  the  Com-, 
mon  Council,  the  reporters,  etc. ;  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Com-* 
mon  Council. 

Mr.  Emery  of  Ward  18  raised  the  point  of  order 
that  the  rule  had  not  been  suspended  and  the 
order  was  not  properly  before  the  Council. 

The  President— The  order  was  offered  as  a  ques- 
tion of  privilege,  and  as  it  was  introduced  in  that 
way  the  Chair  cannot  refuse  to  entertain  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Maguire  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended—45  for,  18  against— and  the  order  was 
passed.  Mr.  Maguire  moved  a  reconsideration. 
Lost. 

PAPERS  FROM    THE    BOARD    OF    ALDERMEN     CON- 
TINUED. 

Directors  of  Bast  Boston  Ferries. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  Edward  Pearl  as  a 
Director  of  the  East  Boston  Ferries,  in  place  of 
Martin  M.  Hancock,  chosen  by  this  Gonncil. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1  the  Council 
proceeded  to  ballot. 

'  Committee— Messrs.  Gove  of  Ward  1,  Swan  of 
Ward  24  and  McCormick  of  Ward  6. 

Whole  number  of  ballets ' 70  ' 

Necessary  for  a  choice 36 

Martin  M.  Hancock 21 

Edward  Pearl 49  . 

''Mr.  Pearl  was  elected  in  concurrence. 
Transfers. 

Report  and  order  for  the  expenditure  of  $2500 
in  ventilating  the  lower  hall  of  the  Public  Li- 
brary, and  tor  a  transfer  of  said  sum  from  the 
Library  appropriation  for  the  purpose.  Order 
passed  in  concurrence,  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pratt — yeas  64,  nays  0. 

Report  and  orders  for  transfers  from  the  Re- 
served Fund  of  $19,47o,  and  from  the  appropria- 
tion for  House  of  Correction  of  $4525,  to  the  ap-> 
propriation  for  Pauper  Expenses.  Passed  in  con- 
currence, under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23— yeas  61,  nays  0. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Maguire  a  recess  was  taken. 
Marcella-street  Home. 

Non-concurrence  in  the  reference  to  a  special 
committee,  and  reference  in  lieu  thereof  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions.of  the  older  for 
a  transfer  within  the  appropriation  for  Public 
Institutions  of  $8000  to  the  appropriation  for 
Marcella-street  Home  Buildings. 

Mr.Brown  of  Ward  23— The  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions  have  come  to  the  City  Council  asking 
for  a  transfer  from  some  of  their  unexpended 
balances  of  the  sum  of  $8000  to  the  appropriation 
for  Marcella-street  Home  building.  I  move  that 
the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Institutions  in  concurrence  with  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

:  Mr.  Rosnosky — I  hope  this  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail, and  that  we  shall"  insist  upon  our  action  at 
the  last  meeting.  The  gentleman  who  made  the 
motion  the  other  night  is  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee and  has  not  explained  why  it  should  be  re- 
ferred to  that  committee.  As  the  gentleman  said 
at  the  last  meeting,  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
stitutions have  no  right  to  go  to  the  City  Archi- 
tect and  look  over  his  papers.  I  think  we  should 
insist  upon  the  committee  appointed  at  the  last 
meeting. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21— I  believe  this  $8000  is  for 
furniture.  It  seems  to  me  if  we  have  a  commit- 
tee on  that  department,  it  should  be  referred  to 
them;  and  any  reference  to  a  special  committee 
is  an  expression  of  a  lack  of  confidence  in  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions.  I  hope  it  will 
be  referred  to  fhem. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  Council  will  not  be 
misled  by  any  turn  given  to  the  matter  at  the 
present  time.  The  sole  question  before  us  is  in 
regard  to  concurring  with  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men or  adhering  to  our  previous  actinn.  At  the 
last  session,  instead  of  referring  this  matter  to 
the  committee  which  first  made  the  complaint,  or 
to  a  committee  which  tried  to  cover  over  and 
whitewash  it,  the  Council  went  so  far  as  to  direct 
the  President  not  to  appoint  any  member  of 
those  two  committees— Public  Institutions  and 
Public  Buildings— upon  this  special  committee. 
I  do  not  know  how  sensitive  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Institutions  are,  but  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  have 
expressed  themselves  entirely  satisfied  to  be  re- 
lieved from  this  investigation,  and  to  let  this 
matter  go  to  a  committee  entirely  unbiased  and 
free.    I  deny  that  it  is  any  attack  of  one  depart- 


ment upon  another,  except  so  far  as  certain  mem- 
bers have  attempted  to  give  it  that  appearance.. 
I  had  no  such  intention  when  I  introduced  the, 
order.  If  we  recede  from  what  we  have  done,  we' 
stand  in  the  ridiculous  position  of  altering  our 
minds  within  a  week.  The  Committee  on  Public 
Institutions  are  no  more  insulted  now  than  they 
were  a  week  ago,  and  yet  the  Council  was  de- 
cidedly in  favor  of  the  special  committee  then.  I 
hope  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16 
will  prevail,  that  the  Council  will  insist  upon  its 
former  action,  and  not  hastily  go  back  from  the 
very  wise  course  it  has  pursued. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23— This  is  a  very  simple 
matter.  The  sum  of  $8000  is  to  be  referred  to  a 
committee  composed  of  gentlemen  in  this  branch 
and  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  When  the  direc-, 
tors  came  to  the  City  Council  and  asked  for  $8000 
to  renovate  that  old  building,  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  have  a  special  committee  to  decide  upon 
whether  it  should  be  done.  I  stand  here  with 
some  feeling  in  this  matter.  I  think  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Institutions  are  well  qualified  to  in- 
vestigate this  matter,  and  see  if  in  their  opinion' 
it  is  a  wise  suggestion  for  the  directors.  I  hope 
it  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Institutions,  in  concurrence  with  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  In  regard  to  the  stock  of  whitewash 
in  that  committee,  I  will  say  that  I  have  a  pretty 
good  stock  on  hand;  that  it  is  of  pretty  strong 
colors,  and  I  don't  have  to  store  it  in  Ward  12  to 
make  it.  retain  its  original  color. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  hope  the  motion  to 
refer  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions 
will  prevail.  I  understand  this  matter  has  never 
been  referred  to  that  committee.  It  is  one  of  the 
rules  of  the  Council  that  a  request  for  an  appro- 
priation shall  be  referred  to  the  proper  commit- 
tee. I  do  not  think  there  is  any  reason  for  the 
accusation  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  that 
the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  will  white- 
wash tbis  case.  It  has  never  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions,  and  it  is  too 
plain  upon  its  face  for  the  committee  to  have  to 
whitewash  it. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  5— This  $8000  matter  has 
never  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Institutions  at  all.  After  the  buildings  are 
completed  and  the  girls  are  transferred 
from  Deer  Island  to  the  Marcella-street 
Home,  which  they  propose  to  do  this 
spring,  it  will  require  quite  a  number  of 
teachers  and  other  officers  fiere.  The  direc- 
tors want  to  fix  over  the  rooms  for  them  and  for 
other  purposes.  This  is  a  matter  entirely  outside 
of  the  appropriation  for  new  buildings  at  the 
Marcella-street  Home,  and  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  article  next  on  the  list. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  should  think  that  my  friend 
from  Ward  11  would  pause  before  he  accuses  me 
of  a  mistake,  because  he  truly  says  that  the  com- 
mittee have  done  nothing,  and  it  would  be  foolish 
to  accuse  them  of  whitewashing.  I  stated  that  it 
was  a  member  of  that  committee  who  had  dis- 
played an  intention  to  whitewash  it,  and  I  have 
his  own  words  here.  I  want  to  know  how  this 
happened— "Report  and  order  to  transfer  $8000 
within  the  Public  Institutions  appropriation." 
It  seems  to  be  a  report  from  some  committee. 

Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Wharton  both  answered^ 
Finance. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  ask  which  gentleman 
answers.  I  cannot  distinguish  between  the 
Siamese  twins  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Wharton— The  unanimity  with  which  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  23  and  myself  spoke  shows 
how  we  look  after  matters  before  the  Finance 
Committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore  began  to  read  from  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  Browu  at  the  previous  meeting. 

Mr.  Bigelow  raised  the  point  of  order  that  Mr. 
Whitmore  was  talking  upon  another  subject, 
which  was  next  on  the  programme. 

Mr.  Whitmore— 1  am  reading  from  the  official 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Council.  It 
states  that  a  report  and  order  was  re- 
ceived for  the  transfer  of  $8000  within  the 
appropriation  lor  Public  Institutions,  and  after 
that  there  is  another  matter  about  $11,000.  I 
think  the  gentleman  will  find  that  he  is  a  little 
muddled  on  this  as  on  some  other  matters.  The 
$8000  came  in  and  the  $11,000  came  in  after- 
wards. We  stopped  to  get  a  little  information, 
and  the  reason  we  have  n't  got  it  is  because  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  prevented  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore  read  from  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Brown  of  Ward  23  at  previous  meetings  when 
this  subject  was  discussed,  said  remarks  showing 


MARCH       ^4.       1881. 


175 


Mr.  Brown's  confidence  in  tbj  direcrors,  and  op- 
posing an  investigation.  Mr.  Whitinore  continued 
—This  Council  will  remember  than,  still  later  when 
the  matter  came  up  again— I  won't  trouble  them 
to  listen  twice  to  the  eloqusnce  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  23— it  was  very  evident  that 
that  gentleman  took  occasion  to  repeat 
his  belief  in  the  Directors  for  Public  In- 
stitutions. That  is  a  matter  which  he 
is  to  be  commended  for,  but  it  is  no  answer  to  the 
charge  which  has  been  made  and  not  denied,  that 
this  appropriation  has  been  run  up  nearly  fifty 
per  cent,  above  the  original  estimates,  and  that 
these  orders  have  been  pushed  along,  and  the 
only  way  we  can  find  out  about  it  is  to  ask  an  ex- 
planation of  this  great,  increase.  It  is  evident 
that  this  information  must  come  from  the  direc- 
tors and  the  City  Architect.  It  will  not  make  the 
slightest  difference  to  me  which  committee  pro- 
pound the  questions  to  the  Architect  and  the 
directors.  The  Council  decided  at  the  last  meet- 
ing that  they  wanted  a  special  committee  for  that 
purpose.  It  the  matter  had  stood  on  the  usual 
footing,  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
11  it  would  he  well  to  refer  it  to  the  committee  to 
which  it  would  naturally  go.  But  after  an  at- 
tempt is  made  to  stifle  investigation,  and  when 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  tells  us  he  has  un- 
bounded confidence  in  the  directors  when  they  are 
accused — fori  am  their  accuser  today— 1  think  it  is 
not  right  to  stifle  it.  No  slur  is  placed  upon  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions  that  is  not 
shared  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  I 
am  sure  any  one  who  voted  for  the  special  com- 
mittee never  intended  to  slight  one  of  those  ten 
gentlemen  on  the  two  committees.  I  never  tools 
any  part  of  it  to  myself.  It  will  be  very  easy  lor 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  23  to  produce  the  col- 
umns of  Uitures  he  has  in  his  pocket.  I  would  do 
the  same  but  for  an  accident  in  not  receiving  a 
paper  sent  me  by  th«  City  Architect.  But  I  don't 
think  the  Council  would  understand  those  figures 
if  they  were  presented.  We  need  more  details. 
If  this  reference  is  refused  and  it  is  Sent  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions,  it  will  be  de- 
layed unless  you  intend  to  vote  down  the  special 
committee. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23— I  desire  to  say  that  my 
conversation  at  the  time  was  intended  to  be  on 
the  larger  sum,  and  if  I  commenced  on  an  $8000 
basis,  and  got  up  to  $11,000,  I  drifted  into  the 
same  channel  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is  now 
in.  He  began  to  argue  on  the  $8000  basis,  and  is 
now  on  tbe  $11,000  basis.  It  has  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  His  allusion  to  tbe  cost  is  foreign  to  the 
matter.  No  appropriation  has  been  made.  The 
matter  about  which  I  have  the  figures  in  my 
pocket  has  been  assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 
We  are  now  considering  tbe  request  for  $8000  to 
fix  up  an  old  budding. 

Mr.  Bigelowof  Ward  25—1  cannot  see  for  the 
life  of  me  why  this  S8000  should  be  referred  to  a 
special  committee,  even  if  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  wished  to  refer  to  them  tbe  extra  appro- 
priation asked  for.  This  should  be  releired  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions,  and  it  seems  to 
me  better  to  raise  the  special  committee  after  their 
report  has  been  submitted,  than  to  give  the  com- 
mittee the  go-by  now.  The  gentleman's  argu- 
ment for  the  special  committee  would  be  good,  in 
regard  to  the  additional  appropriation  called  for 
in  the  next  article.  The  directors  have  no  objec- 
tion to  any  committee  investigating  this  matter, 
but  the  two  branches  seem  to  be  at  loggerheads. 
The  Board  of  Aldermen  seem  to  be  determined 
not  to  appoint  a  special  committee,  and  I  don't 
know  as  we  can  force  them  to.  The  directors  are 
anxious  to  have  this  passed,  so  they  can  pay  bills 
already  due. 

Mr.  Lauten— Do  I  understand  this  $8000  is  to 
renovate  a  new  building? 

Mr.  Itigelow— Yes,  6ir. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24— If  this  $8000  is  for  an 
old  building,  I  should  like  to  know  what  the 
gentleman  means  when  he  says  that  it  is  to  pay 
bills  already  due. 

Mr.  Bigelow— There  are  two  orders.  The  $8000 
is  for  fixing  up  old  buildings  and  furniture.  The 
$11,000  is  lor  fixing  up  new  buildings. 

Mr.  Lauten— Have  the  alterations  been  made? 

Mr.  Bigelow— They  have  not. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21—1  still  believe  it  should 
be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Institutions. 
Tbey  are  just  as  competent  to  investigate  it  as 
any  special  committee.  I  am  a  member  of  that 
committee,  and  this  has  never  been  before  us.  I 
understand  it  Is  for  furniture  and  repairing  old 


buildings.    It  an  investigation  is  required,  that  is 
the  proper  committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  have  only  one  thing  to  say 
about  it,  that  a  part  of  the  extra  money  de- 
manded has  been  in  consequence  of  the  inces- 
sant changes  from  the  plans.  Rooms  have  been 
put  in  and  changes  made  which  were  not  thought 
of  in  the  first  place.  It  seems  to  me  we  should 
know  what  it  is  and  why  it  was  done.  If  the  di- 
rectors want  to  do  anything  they  can  come  in 
and  get  all  the  money  they  need,  but  I  do  not 
think  it  is  proper  for  them  to  change  the  plans 
without  authority.  I  think  we  will  save  time  by 
adhering  to  our  former  action. 

Tbe  Council  refused  to  concur  —  23  for,  32 
against.  Mr.  Rosnosky  moved  that  the  Council 
Insist  upen  its  former  action  in  referring  the  sub- 
ject to  the  proposed  special  committee.  Declared 
carried.  Mr.  Smith  doubted  the  vote,  and  on  his 
motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The 
Council  insisted — yeas  39,  nays  26. 

Yeas  —  Messrs.  Barry,  Bartlett,  Boyle,  H.  B. 
Clapp,  Conlin,  Costello,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Daly,  C. 
P.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,Eddy,  Farwell,  Ford,  Free- 
man, Gomez,  Gove,  Harding,  Hilton,  Lauten,  Ma- 
guire,  McCormick,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  McNamara, 
Means, P.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Pope,  Powers,  Quigr 
ley,  Rosnosky,  Swan,  Teevan,  Walsh,  Welch, 
Wheeler,  Whitmore,  Williams— 38. 

Nays  —  Messrs.  Beal,  Bigelow,  Brimbecom, 
Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  Connell,  Dana,  Devlin, 
Dudley,  Emery,  Fi«k,  Hagar,  Hart,  Hosley,  Hun- 
tress, Lovell,  Mathews,  Morrison,  Parkman, 
Pratt,  Sogers,  Smith;  Vlles,  Wakefield,,  Wharton 
—26. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Bowker,  Denney, 
Fitzpatrick,  Greenough,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  Mur- 
phy, Pray — 7. 

Mr.  Ro'snosky  of  Ward  10  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion.   Lost.   Sent  up.    . 

Non-cpncurrence  in  the  reference  to  a,  special 
committee  of  the  order  for  a  report  on  the  rear 
sons  for  a  second  appropriation  for  building  the 
addition  to  Marcella-street  Home.  The  Council 
insisted  upon  its  former  action.  Mr,  Whitmore 
moved  a  reconsideration.    Lost. 

The  Steamer  Parisian. 

Amendment  to  the  order  for  a  committee  on 
the  subject  of  the  arrival  at  this  port  of  tbe 
steamer  Parisian,  by  having  said  committee  con- 
sist of  tbe  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  the  President  of  the  Common  Council.  Con- 
curred. 

Report  of  the  Joint  Special  Committee  to  in- 
vestigate the  election  irregularities  in  precinct 
3,  Ward  13.  (City  Doc.  No.  26.)  Accepted  in  con- 
currence. 

Notice  that  William  Frost  has  been  declared 
entitled  to  the  seat  in  the  Boatd  of  Aldermen 
lately  occupied  by  James  J.  Flynn.  Placed  on 
file. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 
Dorchester  Bay  Tunnel. 

An  order  came  down  for  the  Committee  on  Im- 
proved Sewerage  to  modify  the  contract  with  R. 
A.  Malone  for  building  the  Dorchester  Bay  Tun- 
nel. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following 
as  a  substitute: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Improved 
Sewerage  be  authorized  to  pay  to  R.  A.  Malone 
the  sum  of  $1500  from  the  amount  leserved  by  the 
city  upon  his  contract  for  building  the  Dorches- 
ter Bay  Tunnel;  provided  that  the  consent  of  the 
bondsmen  of  said  Malone  be  first  obtained. 

As  this  subject  would  give  rise  to  debate,  it  was 
passed  over  until  undebatable  matters  were  fin- 
ished. 

The  subject  was  considered  later  in  the  session, 
the  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the  sub- 
stitute. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— The  gentleman  is 
not  present  who  offered  the  substitute,  and  I 
suppose  it  will  go  over  under  the  rule,  in- 
stead of  having  any  debate  or  explanation 
about  it. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14— This  is  merely  taking  a 
part  of  Mr.  Malone's  reserve  which  the  city  holds. 
He  has  been  at  considerable  expense  in  breaking 
ice  this  winter,  and  wants  this  small  sum  to 
enable  him  to  go  on  with  his  work.  I  under- 
stand his  bondsmen  are  willing  it  should  be 
paid. 

Mr.  Rosnosky— The  committee  brought  in  an 
order  to  change  the  contract,  and  then  a  gentle- 
man  on  the  committee   offered  the  substitute  to 
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pay  the  $1500.  I  don't  understand  why  that 
should  be.  I  want  to  know  why  the  substitute 
should  pass. 

Mr.  Clapp— Because  a  part  of  the  committee 
thought  tne  order  too  broad.  They  did  not  want 
so  much  power.  They  only  wanted  sufficient 
power  to  pay  him  part  of  his  reserve. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1— I  don't  want  to  take  much 
time,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  where  a  contract  is 
made,  advertisements  put  in  the  paper,  parties 
bid  upon  the  specifications  set  fortn  and  take  the 
contract,  it  is  our  duty  to  make  the  parties  keep 
up  to  the  contract.  They  knew  when  they  entered 
into  the  contract  that  they  might  have  a  severe 
winter  and  extra  expense  and  get  out  of  money. 
They  entered  into  the  matter  with  all  these  facts 
before  them,  and  I  don't  think  we  ought  to  vary 
the  terms  of  the  contract  a  particle. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — I  understand  this  gentleman 
had  to  deposit  $50,000  in  United  States  Bonds,  and 
that  fifteen  per  cent,  of  the  money  due  him  is 
kept  back.  This  is  his  own  money,  and  I  hope 
the  substitute  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Gove— I  beg  tne  gentleman's  pardon.  I 
read  the  order,  and  it  provides  that  we  give  him 
$1500,  if  his  bondsmen  assent  thereto.  If  he  has 
entered  into  a  contract,  he  and  the  city  are  bound 
by  it,  and  I  think  we  ought  to  mane  him  stand 
upon  his  contract. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick— As  this  matter  is  giving  rise 
to  debate,  I  move  it  be  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meetiDg. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14—1  hope  it  will  not  be  as- 
signed. The  committee  thought  it  expedient  to 
do  this  thing.  They  talked  this  matter  over  of 
holding  the  man  to  his  contract,  but  under  the  cir- 
cumstances they  thought  it  best  to  let  him  have 
this  $1500. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost. 

The  substitute  was  adopted,  and  the  order,  as 
amended,  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

The  Council  next  proceeded  to  unfinished  busi- 
ness, and  the  programme  stood  as  follows: 

An  ordinance  concerning  the  Law  Department. 
<City  Doc.  No.  41.) 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
nominate  a  Superintendent  of  Printing. 

An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordiuanoe  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Clerk  of  Committees. 

An  ordinance  to  amend  the  ordinance  estab- 
lishing the  office  of  Messenger  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil. 

An  ordinance  concerning  the  Mayor's  Clerk. 

(The  above  ordinances  are  in  City  Doc.  No.  46.) 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11  moved  to  adjourn. 
Lost— 19  for,  37  against. 

The  ordinance  concerning  the  Law  Department 
was  passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion.   Lost.    Sent  up. 

The  next  ordinance  considered  was  that  con- 
cerning the  Mayor's  Clerk.  Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21 
moved  to  refer  to  the  Special  Committee  on  Mar- 
cella-street  Home.  Lost.  The  ordinance  was 
passed. 

The  next  subject  considered  was  the  ordinance 
to  amend  the  ordinance  establishing  the  office  of 
City  Messenger. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  the  changes  therein  were 
made  with  the  approval  of  the  Superintendent 
and  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  and  the  only 
difference  between  it  and  the  present  ordinance 
is  the  custody  of  the  City  Hall  building,  which 
the  new  ordinance  places  in  charge  of  the  Mes- 
senger. 

Mr.  Pratt  inquired  if  the  employes  in  the  ele- 
vators and  the  engineer  are  now  appointed  by 
the  Committee  on  Puhlic  Buildings,  and  Mr. 
Wnitmore  said  he  believed  they  were,  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Wharton  explained  that  the  old  ordinance 
made  the  appointment  by  the  Superintendent 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  committee.  I  his 
one  makes  the  appointment  directly  by  the  com- 
mittee. The  committee  did  not  see  that  the  prac- 
tical working  of  the  new  provision  would  be  dif- 
ferent from  the  old  one. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  read  the  old  ordinance 
and  moved  to  amend  section  2  of  the  new  one  by 
providing,  in  the  words  of  the  old  ordinance  that 
the  appointments  of  the  engineer,  watchmen 
and  persons  employed  upon  the  elevator  should 
be  made  by  the  Superintendent  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore  had  no  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment.   The  difference  was  about  as  much  as  be- 


tween tweedledum  and  tweedledee.  No  com- 
mittee would  force  an  objectionable  person  upon 
a  superintendent,  and  no  superintendent  could 
withstand  the  pressure  of  a  committee  if  made. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Parkman  was  adopted 
and  the  ordinance  as  amended  was  passed.  Mr. 
Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
woulu  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

The  ordinance  in  relanon  to  the  Clerk  of  Com- 
mittees was  passed,  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  re- 
consideration, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.  Lost. 
Sent  up. 

The  order  for  the  appointmer  of  a  committee 
to  nominate  the  Superintendei  of  Printing  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  o<  #ard  12,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinani  i.  Subsequently, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Wheeler  of  ard  10,  a  recon- 
sideration was  refused.    Sent  i  ■>. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  7  moved  to  adjourn. 
Lost. 

PETITIONS  PRESE.  TED. 

Dora  Brigham  and  others,  t<  abate  a  nuisance 
on  land  belongiug  to  the  city  ou  Harrison  avenue, 
between  Brooklme  and  Newton  streets.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  2  presented  a  petition  of 
Ann  Sullivan  for  damages  for  injuries  received 
on  the  ferry  boat.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  moved  a  re- 
consideration, giving  notice  that  if  it  prevailed 
he  should  move  to  refer  to  the  Directors  of  East 
Boston  Ferries. 

Mr.  Whitmore  asked  the  rea  on,  and  Mr.  Lovell 
said  it  was  the  customary  reference. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  18  said  it  was  the  custom 
for  them  to  go  to  the  Commit' ee  on  Claims  tirst, 
and  then,  if  they  were  proper  1 1  be  referred  to  the 
Directors  of  the  Ferries,  it  was  done. 

Mr  Doherty  of  Ward  2  said  the  counsel  who 
gave  him  the  petition  desired  to  have  it  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

The  reconsideration  was  lost. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims:  Report  of 
leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Frohock  &  Go. 
to  be  compensated  for  damages  to  their  estate  by 
acts  of  the  city.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

SCHOOLS    AND    SCHOOLHOUSES. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  s  rated  that  he  had  in  his 
band  the  majority  and  minority  reports  of  the 
Committee  on  Puhlic  Instruction  upon  so  much 
of  the  appropriation  bill  (City  Doc.  43)  as  was  re- 
ferred to  them  at  the  last  meeting,  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  tonight.  As  the  appropriation 
bill  had  been  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meet- 
ing, at  the  suggestion  of  two  or  three  members  of 
the  committee  he  asked  for  further  time  in  which 
to  report.    The  request  was  granted. 

Mr.  Pratt  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction  : 

Report,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  re- 
quest of  the  School  Committee  that  the  city  pur- 
chase addiiional  land  for  the  yard  of  the  Blossom- 
street  Primary  School.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

COMMON  COUNCIL  RULES  AND  ORDERS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Rules  and 
Orders  of  the  Common  Council,  who  were  in- 
structed to  consider  and  report  if  any  amend- 
ment can  be  [made  to  prevent  a  member  from 
using  rule  21  as  a  means  tJ  inquire  about  the 
presrnce  of  a  quorum,  having  considered  the 
subject,  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  following  order. 

For  the  Committee. 

Andrew  J.  Bailey,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  section  21  of  the  rules  of  the 
Common  Council  be  amended  by  adding  the  fol- 
lowing words:  "Or  with  the  consent  of  the 
Speaker,  to  ask  a  question  of  him." 

Passed. 

PORTRAIT  OP  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18  offered  an  order— That  the 
President  of  the  common  Council  be  requested  t« 
give  a  sitting  for  a  photograph  portrait  similar  in 
size  and  style  to  that  of  the  President  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  1880;  the  expense  attending  tke 
same  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund  of  the 
Common  Council.  Read  twice  under  a  suspensi»m 
of  the  rule,  on  motion  ot  Mr.  Hart,  and  passed. 
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THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18  offered  an  order— That, 
when  this  Council  adjourn,  it  be  to  meet  at  this 
place  on  Thursday  next  at  five  o'clock  F.  M. 
Passed.  Mr.  Hart  moved  a  reconsideration,  hop- 
ing it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

USE  OP  ANTE-ROOMS. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14  offered  an  order— That 
the  President  be  authorized  to  allow  such  tem- 
porary use  of  the  ante-rooms  on  the  easterly  side 
of  the  Common  Council  chamber,  by  the  City  Col- 
lector and  his  ''"puties,  as  he  may  deem  reason- 
able.   Passed. 

BRIM:    $R  SCHOOLHOUSE  YARD. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  ard  14  offered  the  following  from 
the  Committee  .  i  Public  Buildings: 


Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he  is 
authorized  to  convey,  for  the  sum  of  $48,  to  Shad- 
rach  H.  Pearce  a  strip  of  land  on  the  southerly 
boundary  of  the  Brimmer  Scnoolhouse,  and  ad- 
joining land  owned  by  said  Pearce,  and  contain- 
ing sixteen  square  feet,  and  in  accordance  with  a 
plan  prepared  by  the  City  Surveyor,  said  convey- 
ance being  made  to  improve  the  boundary  line 
between  the  two  estates,  and  approved  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward 
25,  and  stood  adjourned  until  Thursday  next,  at 
5  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
MARCH    28,    1881. 


Regular  meeting    at  four    o'clock  P.  M  ,   Al- 
derman O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 
NEW    MEMBER. 

William  Frost,  who  was  declared  entitled  to  the 
seat  of  James  J.  Flynn,  appeared,  was  duly  qual- 
ified by  the  City  Clerk,  and  took  his  seat  at  the 
Board. 

CHANGES   IN   COMMITTEES. 

The  Chairman  announced  certain  appointments 
of  committees  by  the  Mayor,  on  account  of  the 
change  in  the  membership  of  the  Board,  and  the 
said  committees  now  stand  as  follows: 

Armories— Aldermen  Slade,  O'Brien,  Curtis. 

Paving -Aldermen  Slade,  Tucker,  Woolley. 

Streets— Aldermen  Viles,  Woolley,  Frost. 

Health— Alderman  Caldwell,  Viles,  Frost. 

Printing— Aldermen  O'Brien,  Breck. 

Salaries— Aldermen  Slade,    Woolley,  Frost. 

Those  names  in  italics  are  the  appointments  in 
place  of  Mr.  Flynn. 

JURORS 

were  drawn  as  follows: 

Forty  traverse,  April  term,  Supreme  Judicial 
Court. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  James  Winchin  declining  to  he  a  surety 
tor  W.  H.  Switt,  a  constable. 

To  I  lie  Committee  on  Stony  Brook.  Francis  A. 
Beecher,  for  a  right  of  way  over  Stony  Brook  at 
Vernon  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  D.  H.  McKay,  for 
a  sewer  in  Monroe  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Mrs.  Fred- 
erica  May,  lor  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
received  by  reason  of  an  alleged  defect  at  the 
corner  of  Main  and  School  streets,  Chanestown, 
March  9, 1880. 

Charles  H.  Francis,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  re- 
ceived from  alleged  obstructions  on  Tremont 
street,  at.  Winter  street,  Feb.  8, 1881. 

James  Coyle,  to  be  compensated  for  personal 
injuries  received  by  reason  of  an  alleged  defect 
in  Centre  street,  near  Amory  street,  Roxbury, 
Feb.  24,  1881. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Hoard.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows : 

Kendal  H.  Stone,  new  wooden,  four  horses,  42 
Miller  street,  Ward  5. 

Henry  Tagiii,  new  wooden,  five  horses,  16  K 
street,  Ward  14. 

Henry  E.  Wright,  new  wooden,  one  horse,  152 
Rutherford  avenue,  Ward  5. 

D.  H.  McKay,  new  wooden,  three  horses,  rear 
of  49  Tremont  street. 

to  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Nathan  Weston  et  al.,  that  certain  trees 
and  tree  boxes  on  King  street,  Ward  24,  be  re- 
placed by  the  city. 

To  Hie  Committee  on  Lamps.  W.  R.  Clark  et  al., 
for  lamps  on  Mt.  Everett  street. 

To  tlie  Committee  on  Paving.  Moses  B.  Wildes 
et  at.,  that  Friend  stret-t,  between  Hanover  stieet 
and  Dock  square,  be  paved  with  granite  blocks. 

Robert  C.  Billings,  that  Itockwuod  street,  West 
Roxbury,  be  graded  according  to  lines  estab- 
lished by  the  Board  of  street  Commissioners. 

New  York  &  New  England  Railroad  Company 
for  a  change  in  location  of  crosswalk  on  Federal 
street,  at  their  station. 

Joseph  Bennett  et  al.,  that  portions  of  Wash- 
ington street,  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  and  Cam- 
bridge stieet,  Brighton,  be  sprinkled  by  the  city. 
art  Sing,  136  Havre  street,  and  Mary  Jane 
Christian,  201-205  K  street,  lor  buck  sidewalks. 

Martin  Lynch  et  al.,  tor  a  plank  walk  on  Mt. 
Hope  street  and  Hyde  Park  avenue. 

Catherine  Perry,  190  Paris  street,  M.  Luppold, 
201  Paris  street,  Carl  Ekholm,  197  Paris  street,  for 
edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk. 

James  H.  Houston,  Maple  street.  Roxbury,  A. 
J.  Patterson,  Maple  street,  Roxbury,  for  edge- 
6  tones. 

American  Bell  Telephone  Company,  to  erect 
poles  on  Washington  and  River  streets,  Dorches- 
ter. 


Samuel  Downer  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  a 
portion  of  the  cost  of  sprinkling  Pleasant  street, 
Ward  24,  and  for  plank  walks  on  Creek  stieet; 
also  tor  cross-walk  on  Dorchester  avenue,  oppo- 
site Creek  street,  Ward  24. 

William  P.  Hunt  et  al.,  that  Grampian  Way 
be  graded,  etc. 

Nathaniel  M.  Jewett,  that  a  stone  wall  be  built 
at  the  end  of  St.  Charles  stieet  at  its  junction 
with  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad. 

W.  R.  Cavanagh  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  rear  of  Elm  street,  near  Roanoke  street,  to 
rear  of  Walker  street,  near  Carolina  avenue, 
Ward  23. 

John  Soley,  to  move  wooden  building  from  59-61 
Chapman  street  to  Rutherfoid  avenue,  corner 
Miller  street,  Ward  5. 

Henry  A.  Cook  et  al.,  for  street  lamps  on  Nor- 
folk street,  Ward  24. 

HEARING  OF  PETITION  FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  hearing  was  had,  in  accordance  with  order  of 
notice  returnable  this  day,  on  the  following  peti- 
tion for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  engine,  by 
Joseph  Burns,  at  83  O  street. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines. 

HEARINGS  ON  SEWERS. 

Hearings  were  had,  in  accordance  with  orders 
returnable  this  day,  on  the  expediency  of  con- 
structing sewers  as  follows: 

On  proposed  construction  of  sewers  in  Bowdoin 
street,  Dorchester,  ard  in  Downer  avenue.  High 
street,  Dorchester;  Hancock  street,  Dorchester; 
Virginia  avenue,  Dorchester;  Seaver  street, 
Charlestown;  Ruihenord  avenue  and  Union 
street,  Charlestown;  Fourth  and  Q  Streets,  South 
Boston. 

A  remonstrance  was  read  from  Aaron  H.  Bean 
et  al.  against  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Wal- 
nut avenue. 

No  other  objections.  Severally  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

ABATEMENTS  OF  TAXES. 

The  following  was  received  and  referred  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department: 

Assessors'  Office,  City  Hall,  I 
Boston,  March  24,  1881.      ( 

To  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston.  3en- 
tlemeu:  Where  an  aba.emeut  of  taxes  is  claimed 
by  a  taxpayer,  it  is  provided  by  law  "that  it  the 
Assessors;  refuse  to  make  an  abatement  to  a  per- 
son, he  may  within  one  month  thereafter  make 
complaint  to  the  County  Commissioners  by  filing 
the  same  with  their  Clerk,  and  if,  upon  a  hearing, 
it  appear  that  the  complainant  is  overrated,  the 
Commissioners  shall  make  such  an  abatement  as 
they  deem  reasonable."    (G.  S.,  chap.  11,  sect.  45.; 

Under  this  provision  of  law  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, in  theircapaciy  as  County  Commissioners, 
for  many  years  were  the  tribunal  that  decided 
cases  of  appeal  from  the  Board  of  Assessors.  But 
by  the  act  of  1870,  chap.  337,  establishing  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  that  body  was 
invested  with  the  "powers"  that  had  heretofore 
been  "exercised  by  said  Board  of  Aldermen  in 
relation  to  the  abatement  of  taxes."  Although 
the  Aldermen  and  Street  Commissioners  are  for 
their  ordinary  duties  officers  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton; yet  sitting  in  an  appealed  tax  case  in  their 
capacity  as  County  Comuiisshmers,  they  are  a 
judicial  body,  before  whom  the  complainant  is 
plaintiff  and  the  city  of  Boston  the  defendant. 
For  a  long  time,  certainly  for  a  period  exceeding 
twenry-five  years,  the  city  has  been  represented 
in  all  such  cases  by  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Assessors  with  such  of  his  associates  as  could 
best  assist  in  the  defence.  This  method  carried 
before  the  appellate  body  members  of  the  board 
against  whom  the  complaint  was  filed;  who  had 
within  their  knowledge  the  facts  upon  wh'cb  a 
deleuce  must  be  based,  and  whose  daily  adminis- 
tration ol  the  law  in  relation  to  taxation  gave 
them  some  familiarity  with  the  enact- 
ments, and  the  construction  ulaced  upon 
them      by      the      courts.  Until       within      a 

brief  time  no  objection  has  come  from 
any  source  to  such  representation  —  and 
no  suggestion  has  been  made  that  the  Assessors 
were  not.  rightly  be  lore  the  Street  Commissioners 
defending  tax  cases  where  the  city  of  Boston 
was  a  party.  Bu.  on  several  occasions  wiihin 
the  past  two  years  the  right  of  the  Assessors  to 
delend  the  city  has  been  questioned  by  the  Stieet 
Commissioners,  sitting  as  judges  in  such  cases. 
We  have  been  informed  and  believe  that  the 
Street  Commissioners  submitted  the  question  as 
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to  our  standing:  in  such  eases  to  tbe  City  Solicitor; 
but  although  that  officer  ruled  that  the  Assessors 
of  Boston  could  represent  the  city  in  this  class 
of  cases,  our  right  to  do  so  has  since  been  pub- 
licly questioned  by  the  Street  Commissioners, 
after  proceedings  had  been  commenced  before 
them,  and  while  the  cause  we  were  defending 
was  being  heard.  The  Board  of  Assessors  have 
no  desire  to  represent  the  city  in  appealed 
tax  cases.  The  preparation  for  the  trial 
is  sometimes  a  matter  of  considerable  labor. 
The  defence,  when  opposed  by  able  lawyers, 
is  often  difficult,  and  could  doubtless 
be  better  conducted  by  some  one  of  the  Assistant 
City  Solicitors. 

It  seems  to  us  that  the  city's  interests  are  im- 
perilled, and  its  cause  prejudiced,  when  its  rep- 
resentatives are  compelled  to  contend  with  the 
board  which  is  to  try  the  case,  for  the  right  to  be 
heard. 

They,  therefore,  request  such  action  on  your 
part  as  will  cause  the  city  to  oe  represented  be- 
fore the  Street  Commissioners  when  acting  in 
their  capacity  as  County  Commissioners,  for  the 
trial  of  appealed  tax"  cases;  by  agents  whose 
standing  as  representatives  of  the  city  will  be  un- 
questioned. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Assessors. 

Benj.  Cushing,  Secretary. 

PETITIONS  FOB  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Petitions  were  received  for  leave  to  locate  and 
use  steam  engines  as  follows: 

Ira  J.  Proctor,  1281  Washington  street. 

G.  W.  &  C.  R.  Miller,  369  Atlantic  avenue. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings  there- 
on on  Monday,  April  18  next,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

The  order  to  modify  the  contract  with  R.  A. 
Malone  on  improved  sewerage  came  up  amended 
so  as  to  authorize  tbe  committee  on  that  subject 
to  pay  said  Malone  $1500  from  the  fund  reserved 
by  the  city  from  his  contract  for  building  the 
Dorchester  Bay  Tunnel,  if  bis  bondsmen  assent 
thereto.    Concurred. 

The  order  of  inquiry  into  excess  of  expendi- 
tures over  appropriations  on  Marcella-street 
Home  Buildinsrs,  comes  up  referred  to  a  special 
committee  (Messrs.  Bartlett,  Ford,  Rosnosky, 
Brimbecom  and  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  to  be  joined). 
This  came  up  with  adherence  of  the  Council  to 
their  former  vote.  On  motion  of  Alc'erman 
Slade  the  Board  concurred,  and  tbe  chairman 
joined  Aldermen  Caldwell,  Curtis  and  and  Frost 
on  said  committee. 

'  The  order  proposing  a  transfer  of  $8000  for  fur- 
niture and  improvements  in  Marcella-street 
Some  and  grounds  comes  up  referred  to  the 
■special  committee  already  appointed  (see  above) 
on  subject  of  expenditures  at  this  institution. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade,  the  Board  insisted 
upon  the  former  vote,  referring  said  order  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Institutions.    Sent  down. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  convey  to  S.  H.  Pearce  a 
strip  of  land  containing  sixteen  square  feet,  in 
order  to  straighten  the  boundary  Hue  of  the 
school-yard  building.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  (inexpedient),  to  procure  additional  land 
for  Blossom-street  Primary  School-yard.  Accept- 
ed in  concurrence. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw),  on  petition  of  J. 
Frohock  &  Co.,  for  injuries  to  their  estate  by  acts 
of  the  city.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

An  ordinance  concerning  the  Law  Department 
(City  Doc.  No.  41),  creating  the  office  of  "Corpora- 
tion Counsel"  in  addition  to  City  Solicitor  and  as- 
sistants.   Otdinance  passed  in  concurrence. 

An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  m  rela- 
tion to  the  Clerk  of  Committees.  Laid  on  the  ta- 
ble on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 

An  ordinance  amended,  to  amend  the  ordinance 
establishing  the  office  of  messenger  to  the  City 
Council.  Laid  on  the  the  table  on  motion  of  Al- 
derman Slade. 

An  ordinance    concerning    the    Mayor's  Clerk. 
Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 
Second  Assistant  Assessors. 

Report  nominating  and  certificate  of  election 
of  Second  Assistant  Assessors  as  follows: 
Ward.    Nominations.       "Ward.       Elections. 

1,  Isaiah  Whitten.  1,  Isaiah  Whitten. 

2,  .losephD.  Couch,  2,  Joseph  D.  Couch. 

3,  Michael  J.  Henrity.         3,  Michael  J.  Henrity. 

4,  D.  D.  Taylor.  4,  D.  D.  Taylor. 

5,  Dennis  G.  Quirk.  5,  Dennis  G.  Quirk. 

6,  Albert  E.  Proctor.  6,  Albert  E.  Proctor. 

6,  John  F.  Kelley.  6,  William  P.  Hafey. 

7,  John  Pattison.  7,  John  Pattison. 


Ward.    Nominations.       Ward.       Elections. 

8,  Edward  K.  Daily.  8.  Edward  B.  Diily. 

9,  Clark  Gilford.  9,  Claris  Gilford. 
10,  John  Robertson.             10,  John  Robertson. 

10,  John  E.  S.  Damrell.       10,  William  S.  Whitney. 

11,  Charles  H.  OUrk.  11,  Charles  H.  Clark. 

11,  Hiram  Ames.  11.  Hiram  Ames. 

12,  John  Osborne,  Jr.  12,  Frederick  A.  Robinson. 

12,  Alfred  I.  Wondbury.       12,  Richard  F.  Jennings. 

13,  Tnomas  A.  Jackson.       13,  Thomas  A.  Jackson. 

14,  Charles  C.  Kendall.        14,  Charles  C.  Kendall. 

15,  John  T.  O'Conner.  15,  Nathaniel  T.  Allen. 

16,  Joseph  P.  Gordon.  16,  Daniel  F.  Burns. 

17,  Christopher  C.  Ryder.    17,  Christopher  C.  Rvder. 

18,  George  A.  King.  18,  George  A.  King. 

19,  William  F.  butler.  19,  William  F.  Butler. 

20,  Thomn8F.Shaughnessy.20.  ThomasF.Shaughnessy. 

20,  Charles  J.  Kidney.  20,  Charles  J.  Kidney. 

21,  Walter  B.  Wood.  21,  Walter  B.  Wood. 

21,  George  Warren.  21,  George  Warren. 

22,  Patrick  H  F.ogers.  22,  Patrick  H.  Rogers. 

23,  John  F.  Payson.  23,  John  F.  Payson. 

23,  ThomasW.Seaverns,Jr.23,  ThomasW.Seaverns.Jr. 

24,  Isaac  S.  Lucas.  24,  Isaac  S.  Lucas. 

24,  William  Melville.  24,  William  Melville. 

25,  John  H.  Pierce.  25,  John  H.  Pierce. 
The  report  was  accepted. 

The  chairman  read  a  petition  from  Nathaniel 
Seaver  et  al.  in  favor  of  the  election  of  John 
Hartnett  as  Second  Assistant  Assessor  in  Ward  2. 

A  ballot  was  ordered.  Committee — Aldermen 
Breck,  Caldwell. 

While  the  committee  were  out  a  recess  was 
taken  on  motion  of  Alderman  Viles. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 11 

Necessary  for  a  choice 6 

Ward  1. 
*Isaiah  Whitten 11 

Ward  2. 

••John  Hartn  ett 8 

Joseph  D.  Couch 3 

Ward  3. 

••John  Bryant 6 

Michael  J.  Henrity 5 

Ward  4. 
•D.D.Taylor 11 

Ward  5. 

'Dennis  G.  Quirk 10 

Enos  Merrill 1 

Ward  6. 

•Albert  E.  Proctor 11 

••John  F.Kelly : 8 

William  F.  Hafey 3 

Ward  7. 

*Johu  Pattison 8 

Dennis  Bonner .  2 

John  Doherty 1 

Ward  S. 

•Edward  B.  Daily 7 

Charles  M.  Kingsley 4 

Ward  9. 
•Clark  Gifford 11 

Ward  10. 

•John  Robertson 10 

•William  s.  Whitney 6 

John  E.  S.  Damrell 5 

James  J.  Douohoe 1 

Ward  11. 

•Charles  H.  Clark 11 

•Hiram  Ames 11 

Ward  12. 

*Mohn  Osborne,  Jr 8 

Alfred  I.  Woodbury  4 

Francis  W.  Ryder 4 

Frederic  A.  Robinson 4 

Richard  F.  Jennings 2 

Ward  13. 
•Thomas  A.  Jackson 11 

Ward  14. 
•Charles  C.  Kendall 11 

Ward  15. 

••John  T.  O'Connor 8 

Nathaniel  T.  Allen S 

Ward  16. 

P.  M.  Denou 5 

James  P.  Gordon 3 

Dani"l  F.  Burns 2 

1  ballot  with  two  names  not  counted. 

Ward  17. 
•Christopher  C.  Ryder 11 

Ward  18. 
•George  A.  Kiug 11 

Ward  19. 

••Henry  C.  Pickering 8 

William  F.  Butler 8 

Ward  20. 

•Charles  J.  Kidney 11 

••William  E.  Wlncher  <7 

Thomas  F.  Shaughnessy 4 
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Ward  21. 

•George  Warren 8 

■•JohnC.  Cook 8 

Henry  H .  Page 4 

Walter  B.  Wood 2 

Ward  22. 

•Patrick  H.  Rogers 11 

Ward  23. 

•John  F.  Payson 11 

•Thomas  W.  Seaverns,  Jr 10 

Gideon  Walker 1 

WaraU, 

•Isaac  S.  Lucas 10 

- •  Richardson  Hutchinson 6 

William   Melville 5 

Joseph  E.  Hall 1 

Ward  26. 

'.John  H.  Pierce 8 

John  H.  Lee 3 

Those  marked  *  were  elected  in  concurrence: 
Those  marked  **  were  elected   in    non-concur- 
rence. 

The  Board  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  one 
assessor  in  Ward  12.  Committee,  AJdermen 
Breck,  Caldwell. 

Whole  n amber  of  ballots 11 

Necessary  for  a  choice  G 

Richard  F.  Jennings  had 1 

Frederick  H.  Robinson 3 

••Alfred  I.Woodbury 6 

F.  W.  Ryder 1 

Mr.  Woodbury  was  elected  in  non-concurrence. 
A  ballot  was  then  taken  for  one  Assessor  in 
Ward  16: 

Whole  number  of  ballots 11 

Necessary  for  a  choice 6 

-lames  P.  Gordon  had 2 

•■>:'.  M.  Denon  had 6 

Daniel  F.  Burns  had 3 

Mr.  Denon  was  elected  iD  non-concurrence. 
Sent  down. 

Director  for  Public  Institutions. 
Certificate  of  Election  of  Joseph  H.  O'Neil  as  a 
Director  for  Public   Institutions  in   place  of  Asa 
H  Caton,  chosen  by  this  Board. 

An  election  was  ordered,  committee,  Aldermen 
Woolley,  Breck. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 11 

Necessary  to  a  choice 6 

Asa  H.  Caton  had 3 

John  H.  O'Ncil 6 

Nathan  Sawyer 1 

George  L.  Thorndike 1 

Mr.  O'Xeil  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

PERMIT  FOE  STEAM  ENGINE. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions, on  petitions  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
steam  engine  as  follows: 

B.  O.  &  G.  C.  Wilson,  34  Merchants  row. 

Accepted. 

PERMITS      FOP.      STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  permits  to  occupy 
Stables  on  the  usual  conditions,  as  follows: 

P  H.  Rogers,  on  Rogers  avenue,  Ward  22. 

Francis  Maguire,  rear  of  63  Preble  street, 
Ward  15. 

Tudor  Company,  Charles  River  avenue,  Ward 
5,  on  Tudor  wharf. 

James  O'Connor,  Marsh  street,  Ward  24. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Claims: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Samuel  Lane,  to  be  compensated  for  personal  in- 
juries received  on  Shawmut  avenue.  Accepted. 
Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Licenses  : 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  minors'  applica- 
tions, as  follows  : 

Sixteen  newsboys. 

Severally  accepted. 

BILL     ALLOWED. 

Alderman  Tucker  offered  an  order— That  the 
bill  of  H.  D.  Parker,  dated  March  15,  1881,  for 
4138.85,  be  paid  and  charged  to  tbe  Contingent 
fund  ol  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 


WEIGHERS  AND  INSPECTORS  OF  LIGHTERS. 
Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Special  Committee  appointed  to  nom- 
inate Weighers  and  Inspectors  of  Lighters  would, 
respectfully  recommend  the  election  of  the  fol- 
lowing-named persons: 
William  Dolan,  Iuspector-in-Chief. 
John  Kenne.v. 
John  J.  Caddigan. 
Roger  Sullivan. 

For  the  Committee, 

William  Woolley, 

Chairman. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley  an  election 
was  ordered. 
Committee— Aldermen  Woolley  and  Viles. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 11 

Necessary  for  a  choice 6 

William  Dolan  (Chief)  had 11 

John  Keuney  had 10 

John  J.  Caddigan  had 10 

Roger  Sullivan  had 11 

Messrs,  Dolan,  Keuney,  Caddigau  and  Sullivan 
were  elected.    Sent  down. 

petroleum  licenses. 
Alderman    Woolley    submitted    the     following 
from  the  Committee  on   Fire  Department  on  the 
part  of  the  Board: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  petroleum  licenses 
as  follows: 

E.  O.  &  F.  H.  Merrill,  to  store  or  sell  petroleum 
at  42  Sudbury  street. 

Maverick  Oil  Company,  to  manufacture,  store, 
refine,  mix    and    keep    for    sale  petroleum  or  its 
products  on  Chelsea  street,  East  Boston. 
Severally  accepted. 

SEWER  REPORTS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Commictee  on  Sewers: 

Ordered,  That  .$14  22  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment levied  upon  Mary  E.  Camp  for  a  sewer  in 
Parker  street,  Charlestown,  and  that  the  same 
amount  be  assessed  Luke  Poland. 

That  $65.47  be  abated  from  the  assessment  lev- 
ied upon  Charles  E.  Draper  for  a  sewer  in  Reed's 
court,  and  that  the  same  amount  be  assessed  up- 
on Nancy  Lennon. 

That  $14.63  be  abated  from  the  assessment  lev- 
ied upon  (i.  T.  W.  Braman  and  others,  trustees, 
and  that  the  same  amount  be  assessed  upon  W. 
G.  Saltonstall. 

That  $13.00  lie  abated  from  the  assessment  lev- 
ied upon  S.  G.  &  J.  H.  Pierce  for  a  sewer  in 
Greenwich  place,  and  that  the  same  amount  be 
assessed  upon  Edward  Feeney. 

Passed. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Report  and  orders  to  pay  William  H.  Gallagher 
$60  on  account  of  relocation  of  Blue  Hill  avenue, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Harvard  and  Canterbury  streets, 
and  to  rescind  the  order  to  pay  said  Gallagher 
$43.50  for  said  damages  and  land,  approved  Oct. 
5, 1880.    Orders  passed. 

PAVING    REPORTS  AND   ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  licenses  to  sprinkle 
streets  to  petitioners  as  follows:  Malachi  Clark, 
Patrick  Hart,  D'Arcy  &  At  wood,  John  Gorinley, 
L.  C.  Moseli-y  and  Albion  J.  Turtle,  executors, 
Adorniram  Curtis,  Orsamus  Nute,  Albion  J.  Tut- 
tle  &  Co.,  Smith  Kevins,  Daniel  Clark,  Philip 
Sowdon,  Jr.,  M.  E.  Stanton.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  and  orders  for  brick  sidewalk  in  front 
of  estate  of  Peter  McBreen,  128  Castle  street. 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  to  Sylvester 
Richards  to  move  modern  building  from  7  Web- 
ster street,  Ward  4,  to  Monument  street,  Ward  3. 
Accepted. 

Report  and  order— That  permission  be  granted 
to  the  Brush  Electric  Lighting  Company  to  place 
four  iron  lampposts  in  Scollay  square,  so  called, 
to  display  tbe  Brush  electric  light;  said  posts  to 
be  located  on  said  square  as  follows:  One  post 
opposite  the  division  line  between  Nos.  4  and  5 
Tremont  row,  one  post  opposite  the  division  line 
between  Nos.  27  and  28  Tremont  row,  one  post 
opposite  the  division  line  between  Nos.  44  and  46 
Court  street,  and  one  post  at  the  corner  of  Court 
and  Brattle  streets;  Baid  posts  being  shown  by 
red  circles  on  a  plan  drawn  by  Crafts  &  Forbes, 
Civil  Engineers,  dated  March  28, 1881,  and   depos- 
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ited  in  the  office  ot  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 
Ttiis  permit  is  granted  upon  condition  that  said 
Brush  Electric  Lighting  Company  shall  remove 
said  posts  when  ordered  so  to  do  by  this  Board  of 
Aldermen.    Order  passed. 

COMMONWEALTH  AVENUE. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Streets  be  authorized  to  continue  the  work  of 
filling  Commonwealth  avenue,  between  the 
Beacon-street  entrance  to  the  Back  Bay  Park  and 
West  Chester  Park,  either  by  extending  the  con- 
tract now  in  force,  made  under  ihe  agreement 
dated  March  20,  1880  (the  advertising  clause  ex- 


cepted), or  by  making  new  contracts,  as  said  com- 
mittee may  deem  expedient;  the  expense  thereof 
to  be  charged  to  the  present  special  and  future 
appropriation  for  Filling,  Grading,  etc.,  the  Ex- 
tension of  Commonwealth  avenue  Westerly  of 
West  Chester  Park. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Tucker. 

CORRECTION. 

In  the  remarks  of  Aldermen  Whitten,  at  the 
last  meeting,  speaking  of  the  scratched  ballots  in 
Ward  20,  he  was  reported  as  saying,  "Of  course 
we  counted  them."  What  he  said  was,  "Of  course 
we  could  n't  count  them." 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MARCH    31,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  pursuant 
to  adjournment,  Andrew  J.  Bailey,  President,  in 
the  chair. 

LUNCH. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18  the  rule  was 
suspended,  and  he  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  directed 
to  provide  a  lunch,  in  the  ante-room ,  at  7.30  o'clock, 
this  evening,  for  the  members  of  the  Common 
Council,  reporters,  etc  ;  the  expense  attending 
the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of 
the  Common  Council. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart  the  rule  was  suspended 
and  the  order  passed.  Mr.  Hart  moved  a  recon- 
sideration, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

SECOND  ASSISTANT  ASSESSORS. 

Petition  of  Nathaniel  Seavor  and  others  in 
favor  of  the  election  of  John  Hartnett  as  Second 
Assistant  Assessor  for  Ward  2.    Placed  on  file. 

Certificate  of  the  election  by  the  other  branch 
of  the  following  named  persons  as  Second   As- 
sistant Assessors: 
Ward. 

2.  John  Hartnett,  in  place  of  Joseph  D.  Couch. 
6.  John  F.  Kelley,  "      William  F.  Hafey. 

3.  John  Bryant,  "      Michael  J.  Henrity. 
12.  Alfred  I.  Woodbury,)   "    (Richard  F.  Jennings. 

John  Osborne,  Jr..  5        1  Frederick  A.  Robinson. 

IB.  John  T.  O'Connor,  "  Nathaniel  T.  Allen. 

16.  Patrick  M.  Denon,  "  Daniel  F.  BurnB. 

19  .Henry  C.  Pickering,  "      William  F.  Butler. 

20.  William  E.  Whicher,  "  ThOk.  F.  Shaughnessy. 

21.  John  C.  Cook,  "  Walter  B.  Wood. 
2*.  Richardson  Hutchin- 
son. "  William  Melville. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  moved  the  assign- 
ment of  the  election  to  six  o'clock,  P.M.,  as  a 
great  many  members  were  absent. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  hope  that  motion 
will  not  prevail.  The  members  were  notified  that 
the  session  would  take  place  at  five  o'clock.  If 
we  delay  it  we  will  not  get  through  until  late  in 
the  evening. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost. 

Mr.  Hosley  of  Ward  15  moved  to  proceed  to  an 
election  and  that  a  committee  of  four  be  appoint- 
ed to  receive,  sort  and  count  ballots.  Carried, 
and  Messrs.  Hosley  of  Ward  15,  Smith  of  Ward 
21,  Bowker  of  Ward  16  and  Colton  of  Ward  4  were 
appointed. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17— Before  proceeding  to 
ballot,  l  wish  to  make  an  announcement  which  I 
have  been  requested  to  make.  Mr.  James  P.  Gor- 
don requests  that  his  name  be  withdrawn  as  a 
candidate  for  Second  Assistant  Assessor  In 
Ward  16. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13—1  would  like  to  know  if 
he  nas  withdrawn  in  favor  of  the  present  incum- 
bent, P.  M.  Denon. 

Mr.  Child— I  cannot  say  that  he  has  withdrawn 
in  favor  of  anybody. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  the  roll 
was  called— present  65,  absent  7. 

Present— Messrs.  Bailey,  Barry,  Bartlett,  Beal, 
Bigelow,  Bowker,  Boyle,  Brimuecom,  Brown, 
Child,  H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Connell, 
Costello,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Daly,  Dana,  Denney, 
Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  John  Doherty,  Dudley, 
Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell,  FiBk,  Fitzpatrick,  Free- 
man, Gomez,  Gove,  Greenough,  Hagar,  Harding, 
Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Lovell,  Maguire,  Mathews, 
P.  J.  McLaughlin,  McXamara,  Means,  N.  M. 
Morrison,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Murphy,  Park- 
man,  Pope,  Powers^  Pratt,  Pray,  Quigley,  Rosnos- 
ky,  Smith,  Swan,  Teevan,  Viles,  Wakefield,  Walsh, 
Welch,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Whitmore— 65. 

AbBent— Messrs.  Ford,  Huntress,  Lauten,  Mc- 
Cormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  Rogers,  Williams— 7. 

The  ballot  was  taken  with  the  following  result: 

Whole  number  of  ballots 65 

Necessary  for  a  choice 33 

Ward  1. 

John  Hartnett 29 

» Joseph  D.  Couch 36 

Ward  3. 

John  Bryant 31 

•Michael  J.  Henrity 33 

Joseph  D.  Couch 1 


Ward  6, 

••John  F.Kelly 37 

William  F.  Hafey 27 

Ward  12. 

John  Osborne,  Jr 30 

Alfred  I.  Woodbury  32 

Frederick  A.  Robinson, 31 

Richard  F.  Jennings 30 

Ward  15. 

John  T.  O'Connor 17 

•Nathaniel  T.  Allen  48 

Ward  16. 

Patrick  M.  Denon..  5. 

•Dani- 1 F.  Burns 39. 

Ward  19. 

••Henry  C.  Pickering 34. 

William  F.  Butler 29 

Ward  20. 

••William  E.  Whicher  34 

Thomas  F.  Shaughnessy 27 

Ward   21. 

••JohnC.  Cook 

Walter  B.  Wood 22 

Ward  24 

Richardson  Hutchinson 19. 

•William   Melville .'.'46 

Those  marked  **  were  elected  in  concurrence. 
Those   marked  *  were  elected   in    non-concur- 
rence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12,  a  bal- 
lot was  taken  to  fill  the  two  vacancies  in  Ward  12: 

Wholenumber  of  ballots 70 

Necessary  for  a  choice ag 

Richard  Jennings ,.  "35 

Alfred  I.  Woodbury 33 

John  Osborne,  Jr 31 

Frederick  A.  Robinson -2« 

Alfred  G.  Woodbury ? 

F.  A.Woodbury ...."•"  1 

There  being  no  choice,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten 
of  Ward  14  a  third  ballot  was  taken. 

Wholenumber  of  ballots go 

Necessary  1  or  a  choice 35 

John  Osborne,  Jr jjg 

Frederick  A.  Robinson 30 

Alfred  1.  Woodbury 35 

Richard  F.  Jennings .......34 

Messrs.  Osborne  and  Woodbury  were  elected  in 
concurrence. 
Sent  up. 

WEIGHERS  AND  INSPECTORS  OP  LIGHTERS. 

Report  nominating  and  certificate  of  the  elec- 
tion of  the  following-named  peisons  as  weighers 
etc.  of  lighters,  came  down: 

William  Dolan  (inspector-in-ehief),  John  Ken- 
ney,  John  J.  Caddigan,  Roger  Sullivan. 
The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1   the  Council 

proceeded   to  an  election.     Committee Messrs 

Lovell   of    Ward  1,  Eddy    of    Ward    24,  Pope  of 
Ward  9. 

Whole  number  of  ballots g0 

Necessary  for  a  choice ot 

William  Dolan  (chief )  had '.'.'..'.'."  "56 

John  Kennev "*63 

John  J.  Caddigan ........'  56 

Roger  Sullivan g« 

John  Gibbons '      K 

P.  M.  Denon X 

Nathaniel  Allen <> 

JohnF.  Kelly f 

Michael  J.  Henrity "   1 

William  H.  Whitmore '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.   1 

Messrs.  Dolan.  Kenny.lCaddigan  and  Sullivan 
were  elected  in  concurrence. 

MISCELLANEOUS    PAPERS    FROM    THE    BOARD    OF 
ALDERMEN. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
Samuel  Lane  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  from 
insecure  condition  of  Shawmut  avenue,  Jan  12 
1881.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  continue  the  work  of  filling  Common- 
wealth avenue  between  the  Beacon  entrance  to 
the  Back  Bay  Park  and  West  Chester  Park  by  ex- 
tending the  present  contracts  or  by  new  con- 
tracts.   Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Adherence  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  its 
vote  of  non-concurrence  in  the  reference  to  a 
special  committee,  and  reference  in  lieu  thereof 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions,  of  the 
order  tor  a  transfer  within  the  appropriation  for 
Public  Institutions  of  $8000  to  the  appropriation 
for  Marcella-street  Home  Buildings.  On  motion 
of  Mr.  Rosnosky  the  Council  concurred  with  the 
other  branch, 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25—1  wish  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation  in  regard  to  that  matter.  The 
records  of  the  last  meeting  show  that  the  gentle- 
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man  from  Ward  14  askea  if  this  was  to  renovate 
a  new  building,  and  I  answered  that  it  was.  He 
asked  if  it  was  to  renovate  an  old  building. 

THE   SCHOOL    APPROPRIATION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  the  rule  was 
suspended  and  he  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  to  whom 
was  ret  erred  the  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates  relating  to 
Schools  and  Schoolhouses,  having  considered  the 
subject,  would  re.-pectfully  report  in  favor  of  ap- 
propriating the  amounts  Darned  in  that  report. 
In  the  opinion  of  your  committee  the  amounts 
designated  on  page  10  of  said  printed  report  (City 
Doc.  43)  as  items  for  school  instructors,  school 
expenses  and  School  Committee,  and  salaries  of 
officers,  School  Committee,  and  amounting 
in  all  to  one  million  four  hundred  and 
fifteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty 
dollars  ($1,415,760),  make  a  liberal  sum  for 
the  purposes  of  maintaining  the  schools 
during  the  coming  fiscal  year,  and  an  amount 
as  large  as  ought,  in  prudence  to  be  apportionerl 
out  of  the  city  funds  to  be  raised  by  taxation  for 
school  purposes,  amongst  all  the  other  purposes 
for  which  provision  is  required  to  be  made;  and 
that  the  School  Committee  ought  to  be  able,  and 
in  the  expectation  of  this  committee  will  be  able, 
to  administer  the  schools  so  as  to  bring  the  ex- 
penses within  that  amount,  without  impairing 
the  general  efficiency  and  high  standing  ot  our 
schools  among  the  schools  of  this  country.  If  a 
further  appropriation  is  sought  belore  the  expira- 
tion of  the  next  financial  year,  the  committee 
would  strongly  suggest  ro  the  consideration  of 
the  next  City  Council  the  propriety  of  keeping 
the  several  public  schools  open  only  the  time  pre- 
scribed by  law,  or  for  such  additional  time  as  the 
appropriation  now  made  may  be  sufficient  for. 
The  committee  are  unanimous  iu  this  report,  aud 
would  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
following  order. 

For  the  Committee, 

Charles  E.  Pkatt. 
Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  this   report   be  trans- 
mitted to  the  School  Commif-ee,  and   also  that  a 
copy  he  referred  to  the  next  City  Council. 
The  report  was  accepted. 
The  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Pratt  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  should  like  to  know 
if  the  acceptance  of  that  report  commits  the 
Council  to  what  is  contained  in  it. 

The  President— The  order  is  that  copies  of  the 
report  be  transmitted  to  the  School  Committee 
and  referred  to  the  next  City  Council. 

Mr.  Greenough— Then  in  accepting  the  report 
the  Council  does  not  necessarily  indorse  that? 

The  President — That  is  a  construction  which 
the  Council  must  determine  for  itself.  The  report 
has  been  accepted  and  the  order  passed,  and  the 
question  is  upon  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Greenough— Then  I  will  simply  say,  in  ex- 
plaining my  vote  for  reconsideration,  that  1  can- 
not fully  agree  with  the  report.  I  do  not  wish  it 
to  be  said  that  this  report  was  accepted  unani- 
mously by  the  Council,  and  indorsed  without  ob- 
jection.   I  do  not  believe  that  the  Council — 

The  President— The  gentleman  is  not  speaking 
tOjthe  question,  which  is  upon  reconsidering  the 
vote  by  which  the  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Greenough — Yes,  sir;  but  may  I  not  explain 
my  reasons  for  voting  for  reconsideration? 

The  President — The  gentleman  may  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr.  Greenough — The  matter  was  passed  upon  so 
hastily,  that,  it  did  not  occur  to  me  the  question 
was  fairly  before  the  Council.  When  the  gentle- 
man moved  to  reconsider  at  once,  it  seemed  to  me 
that  the  matter  was  to  be  clinched  before  the 
-Council  fully  understood  what  had  been  done.  I 
move  to  lay  it  upon  the  table  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Pratt — I  hope  the  gentleman  will  withdraw 
that  motion,  because  it  is  very  desirable  that  this 
matter  should  be  discussed  before  action  upon 
the  Auditor's  estimates.  The  committee  do  not 
desire  to  rush  the  report  through.  If  the  gentle- 
man will  withdraw  the  motion  I  will  change  the 
form  of  my  motion  to  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  will  prevail,  so  the  report  may  be  discussed 
upon  its  merits. 
The  motion  to  table  was  lost. 
Mr.  Greenough — I  understood  .the  gentleman 
from  Ward  21  was  to  change  his  motion  to  a  re- 
consideration, hoping  it  would  prevail. 

The  President — A  motion  to  reconsider  is  a  mo- 


tion to  reconsider.  The  hoping  that,  it  will  not 
prevail  is  simply  indicating  to  the  Council  the 
preference  of  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  Pratt  movedto  reconsider,  hoping  it  would 
prevail.    Lost. 

APPEALED     TAX     CASES. 

A  communication  from  the  Board  of  Assessors 
in  reference  to  the  necessity  of  employing  coun- 
sel to  appear  before  the  Street  Commissioners  in 
cases  of  appeal  in  regard  to  refused  abatements 
of  assessments  of  taxes  came  down  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Assessors'  Department. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  moved  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  explaining  that  they 
had  charge  of  the  Law  Department,  and  if  any 
action  was  taken  it  would  have  to  go  to  that  com- 
mittee, either  by  employment  of  additional  coun- 
sel or  the  enactment  of  a  new  ordinance.  He  had 
conferred  with  the  Board  of  Assessors,  and  the 
reference  he  proposed  would  facilitate  their 
wishes. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  said  that  this  was 
simply  a  communication,  that  it  did  not  appear 
what  action  under  it  would  be  necessary,  tnat  if 
an  ordinance  should  be  required  an  order  could 
he  passed  for  the  purpose.  But  as  the  other 
branch  had  sent  it  to  this  branch  through  cour- 
tesy, the  Council  should  concur.  He  asked  the 
Chair  if  the  other  branch  could  not  have  sent  it 
at  once  to  a  committee. 

The  President  said  that  if  the  communication 
had  not  been  indorsed  he  would  not  have  enter- 
tained it,  as  it  should  have  gone  directly  to  the 
Committee  on  Assessors'  Department  under  the 
new  rule. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10  desired  concurrence,  for 
the  reason  that  he  was  unable  as  yet  to  see  that 
an  ordinance  must  be  the  result  of  this  matter. 
If  an  ordinance  is  required,  then  it  can  be  sent  to 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  the  first  question  will  be 
whether  the  work  can  be  attended  to  by  the  City 
Solicitor,  and  if  not,  whether  additional  counsel 
should  be  employed.  It  may  be  that  merely  an 
order  will  be  needed  to  enable  the  Board  of  As- 
sessors to  defend  their  action  before  the  Street 
Commissioners,  as  agents  on  the  part  of  the  city, 
the  Street  Commissioners  having  raised  the  ques- 
tion of  their  right  to  so  appear. 

Mr.  Hagar  said  perhaps  some  little  negotiation 
would  help  the  matter,  and  it  would  be  unwi«e  to 
assume  anything  in  advance  as  to  what  the  final 
decision  would  be. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances was  lost. 

The  Council  concurred  iu  the  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Assessors'  Department.  Mr. 
Wheeler  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  other  branch  of 
certain  changes  in  the  joint  standing  committees 
on  account  of  the  giving  of  the  seat  of  James  J. 
Flynn  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  William  Frost. 
Placed  on  file. 

LEASE  OF  BUILDING  ON  WARREN    BRIDGE. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Council  consid- 
ered the  order  to  lease  to  Johnson  &  Young  the 
building  on  the  northerly  pier  and  easterly  side 
of  Warren  Bridge  for  five  years  at  $650  per  an- 
num, on  the  conditions  therein  set  forth. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  the  order  did  not  appear  to 
come  from  any  committee,  and  he  moved  to  refer 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  on  the  part  of 
the  Council. 

Tbe  President  ruled  that  no  such  motion  could 
be  entertainnd,  as  the  joint  rules  provided  that 
the  members  of  a  joint  standing  committee  from 
one  branch  should  not  hold  consultations  separate 
from  the  members  from  the  other  branch. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  refer  to  tbe  Standing 
Committee  or  tbe  Council  od  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Wrard  10  inquired  as  to  the"  neces 
sity  for  such  a  reference. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  he  did  not  see  why  it  came 
there  at  all,  being  in  regard  to  bridges,  over 
which  the  Council  have  no  control.  No  matter 
should  be  passed  upon  by  the  Council  until  con- 
sidered by  a  committee  composed  wholly  or  in 
part  of  members  of  that  branch.  There  being  no 
Committee  on  Bridges  of  the  Council,  it  was  nee 
essary  to  refer  if.  to  some  special  or  standing  com 
mittee. 

Mr.  Hagar  thought  the  various  departments 
were  competent  to  make  leases,  without  sending 
each  case  to  that  committee,  as  they  could  get  the 
advice  of  the  City  Solicitor. 

Mr.  Whitmore  asked  Mr.  Hagar  to  name  some 
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other  committee,  and  he  would  agree  to  the  ref- 
erence. 

Mr.  Pitzpatrick  oi  \\  arc"  8  moved  to  refer  to  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Mareella-street 
Home  ExpenditU'  e. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Standing  Committee 
on  the  Judiciarv  was  lost. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Special  Committee 
on  the  Mareella-street  Koine  Investigation  was 
lost,  20  for,  35  against. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  assign  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council  that  it  might  be  investi- 
gated by  members  unfamiliar  with  the  matter  so 
they  could  pass  upon  it  intelligently. 

Mr.  Parknian  oi  Ward  9  said  rbat  if  the  gentle- 
man would  look  at  the  proceedings  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  he  would  see  this  was  reported  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Bridges. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  he  was  well  aware  of  that 
fact,  but  he  doubted  it  any  member  kuew  any- 
thing about  it. 

Mr.  Wharton  moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  Wheeler  hoped  the  gentleman  would  with- 
draw this  motion.  This  order  comes  from  the 
Committee  on  Bridges  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 
He  had  confidence  in  the  committee,  and  was 
willing  to  act  upon  its  report.  He  did  not  pro- 
pose to  join  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  in  his 
general  antagonism  of  the  Board. 

Mr.  Whitmore  opposed  such  a  reference,  the 
order  having  already  been  considered  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Board  of  A  Iderinen. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  said  the  parties  lease  the 
building  for  the  lobster  business,  and  furnish 
steam  for  working  the  draw,  and  getting  vessels 
through  it.  The  committee  who  reported  this 
matter  say  it  is  a  fair  lease,  that  the  parties  are 
responsible,  and  the  terms  are  such  ihat  it  is 
policy  for  the  citv  to  make  the  contract. 

Mr.  Prav  of  Ward  5  said  he  went  by  the  place 
every  day;  the  parties  have  been  there  a  number 
of  years,  are  responsible,  aud  tbe  rent  a  good 
one. 

.Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17  said  be  had  looked  iuto 
tne  matter.  It  is  a  renewal  of  a  lease  that  has 
been  in  existence  for  some  years.  It  contains  a 
provision  that  the  lease  can  be  ended  on  three 
months'  notice  in  case  a  new  bridge  should  be 
built. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  he  had  accomplished  his 
purpose  and  elicited  some  information.  He  with- 
drew the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Wharton  withdrew  the  motion  to  refer  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 
PUBLIC      GROUNDS— THE       PROPOSAL      OF      JOHN 
REARDON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  the  rule 
was  suspended,  and  he  submitted  the  following 
(City  Doe,  449): 

In  Common  Council,  March  31, 1881. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Common  aud 
Public  Grounds,  to  whom  was  recommitted  their 
report  upon  John  Rearclou's  proposition  to  carry 
on  the  department  for  $30,000,  beg  leave  to  repre- 
sent that  tbev  have  given  the  said  Reardou  a 
hearing,  aud  submit  herewith  the  evidence  pre- 
sented. Your  committee  see  no  reason  for  chang- 
ing their  views  as  heretofore  expressed  in  their 
report,  and  accordingly  renew  their  recommen- 
dation that  the  memorialist  have  leave  to  with- 
draw. 

Hugh  O'Brien, 
charles  h.  b.  breck. 
Cyrus  S.  Haldeman. 
Henry  Parkman. 
Cornelius  F.  doherty. 
Thomas  H.  Devlin. 
David  F.  Barky. 
William  L.  Harding. 

Committee. 

The  question  was  upon  the  acceptance  of  the 
report. 

Mr.  Pratt  ot  Ward  21— The  committee  have  cer- 
tainly given  us  an  opportunity  to  read  what  evi- 
dence they  had  before  them,  for  which  i  think 
we  ought  to  be  much  obliged.  They  say  they  see 
no  reason  for  changing  their  views  as  heretofore 
expressed,  aud  accordingly  renew  their  one  rec- 
ommendation that  the  memoria'ists  have  leave  to 
withdraw.  I  am  not  satisfied  to  accept  the  re- 
port, aud  want  to  state  very  briefly  why.  First, 
it  is  within  tbe  knowledge  of  this  Council  that 
tbe  committee  did  not  give  a  hearing.  The  refer- 
ence was  to  a  joint  standing  committee  of  the 


City  Council.  The  members  ot  the  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  otaer  branch  declined  to  take  any 
part  in  the  proceedings,  and  did  not  sit  at  the 
hearing.  The  members  of  the  committee 
on  the  part  ot  tie  Council  did  sit  and 
attempt  to  do  their  duty.  I  have  no 
doubt  thev  intended  to  do  so,  and  that  they 
intended  to  get  at  a  result  as  soon  as  possible. 
This  action  was  taken,  notwithstanding  the  joint 
rule  tbHt  members  of  joint  committees  oil  the 
part  of  either  branch  shall  not  hold  separate  con- 
sultation. I  be  committee  did  not  discharge  its 
duty  in  that  respect,  and  is  not  entitled  to  nave 
its  report  accepted.  Secona,  they  raised  the 
question  in  their  former  report,  which  was  devel- 
oped in  the  discussion,  and  was  the  point  upon 
which  tbe  recommittal  turned,  as  to  the  propriety 
of  letting  the  work  of  the  department  out  by  con- 
tract. Upon  that  they  have  made  no  report.  I 
submit  that  it  was  their  duty  to  have  cousidered 
the  question  of  the  propriety  of  letting  the  work 
ot  tne  Department  of  Common  ana  Squares  he 
done  by  contract  in  some  form  or  other,  and 
they  neglected  to  do  it.  There  are  some  other 
things  in  the  report  which  are  at  least  sufficient 
to  call  for  a  passing  remark,  and  perhaps 
affect  the  acceptance.  It  appears  from  the  evi- 
dence that  Mr.  Reardon  offered  a  very  sensible 
and  practical  form  of  contract,  into  which  he  was 
willing  to  enter  to  perform  tbe  duty  of  taking 
care  of  tbe  Common  and  squares,  supplying  all 
materials  necessary  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
committee  and  the  Supenntendent  for  the  sum  of 
$30,000  for  one  year.  He  certainly  offered  con- 
siderable eviftence  tbat  he  might  do  it,  and  do  it 
well,  and  that  he  would  furnish  sufficient  bonds 
tor  tne  faithful  performance  of  it,  and  his  terms 
are  such  that  his  pay  would  be  held  back  if  he 
did  n't  do  it.  I  cannot  tell  from  the  report 
whether  or  not  it  is  wise  to  let  the  work  be  done 
by  contract,  or  whether,  if  it  is,  we  should  make 
such  a  contract  with  Mr.  Reardon,  because  the 
committee  have  not  furnished  us  with  the  rec- 
ommendations or  facts  summarized  as  they 
found  them  in  respect  to  this  question.  They 
have  not  discharged  their  duty  in  that  re- 
spect. The  committee  had  a  very  amusing 
time  with  a  tew  witnesses.  They  were 
attended  by  a  kind  of  circus  in  the  committee 
room.  They  had  at  least  one  sensible  man  before 
them.  He  made  tbe  shortest  remarks  of  any  one 
present,  aud  most  to  tbe  point.    He  said— 

'•There  has  something  got  to  be  done  on  this 
question  in  order  to  reduce  the  taxes.  I  have  had 
a  good  deal  to  say  about  economy,  and  have  never 
seen  it  come  yet.  Now.  when  it  is  staring  you  in 
the  face,  it  is  time  to  take  it.  The  City  Fathers 
have  got  a  mortgage  on  everybody's  house,  and 
if  they  don't  know  enough  to  make  a  thousand 
dollars  and  pay  off  the  mortgage,  they  ought  to 
be  sent  to  the  asylum." 

That  is  the  report  of  his  speech  It  is  not  ex- 
actly accurate,  as  I  understood  it,  but  the  point 
was  that,  when  a  proposition  was  presented  ro 
the  committee  by  which  the  city  might  save  $15,- 
000,  if  they  could  not  see  it  and  recommend  that 
it  be  done,  they  ought  to  be  sent  to  the  asylum. 
There  is  no  question  in  the  minds  of  any  of  us 
who  have  looited  into  this  matter  but  that  any 
competent  gardener  and  florist  in  this  city  can 
take  the  Department  of  Common  and  Squares 
and  run  it  creditably  and  to  rhe  satisfaction  ot 
the  citizens — at  least  as  much  satisfaction  as  the 
citizens  have  accorded  to  the  care  ot  the  depart- 
ment in  several  years  past — upon  a  contract  for 
$30,000.  There  are  plenty  of  others  who  stand 
ready  to  fake  it  at  that  figure.  I  have  in  my  band 
a  letter  from  a  gentleman  well  known  to  many 
ot  us: 

Boston,  March  29,  1881. 

Councilman.  J' ratt,  City  Hall:  Dear  Sir— I  will 
take  the  contract  of  taking  care  of,  and  supply- 
ing all  tbat  is  required  for,  the  Common  and  pub- 
lic squares  ior  thirty  thousand  dollars,  under  my 
own  supervision,  for  one  year  from  April  1,1881. 
Respectfully, 

Henry  A.  May, 

Landscape      Gardener,     193    Tremont     street, 
Boston. 

I  am  informed  there  are  several  other  compe- 
tent gardeners  ana  responsible  men  who  are 
ready  to  take  the  contract  for  that  amount.  The 
committee  called  up  a  man  who  would  remind 
you  very  strongly  of  the  old  boat  builder  iu  the 
play  of  the  "Guv'nor"  at  the  Museum  last  winter, 
a  very  comical  genius,  wbo  undertook  to  say  that 
Mr.  Reardon  had  said  that  all  he  wanted  to  do 
was  to   harass  the  chairman  of   the  committee. 
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He  was  contradicted  by  another  witness  and  Mr. 
Reardon  denies  it.  Any  one  present  at  the  hear- 
ing who  saw  the  deportment  of  the  man  as  he 
testified,  understand  that  it  was  a  sort  of  joke  on 
the  part,  of  Mr.  Ford.  He  was  not  quite  as  Hard 
of  hearing  as  the  old  boat  builder,  but  he  was  a 
great  deal  more  difficult  to  make  understand.  It 
seemed  to  be  a  special  piece  of  brilliant  work  on 
the  part  of  the  committee  to  prepare  beforehand 
a  plan  of  the  border  of  the  Public  Garden  next  to 
Charles  street,  and  unroll  it  late  in  the  hearing 
and  ask  Mr.  Reardon  how  he  proposed  to  plant 
the  Common  first,  and  how  he  proposed  to  keep  it 
during  the  year,  and  to  name  the  plants  he  would 
put  in,  etc.  All  that  does  not  call  for  any  lengthy 
comment.  It  might  be  asked  of  the  committee 
whether  ihey  supposed  a  man  who  had  not  re- 
ceived any  encouragement  that  he  would  have 
the  contract  had  already  gone  into  all  the  details 
of  the  year,  and  whether  they  suspect,  the  first 
time  Mi .  Doogue  was  elected,  that  he  had  mapped 
out  the  plants  he  was  going  to  set  out  and  where 
ho  was  going  to  set  them.  I  do  not  see  anything 
in  evidence  that  affects  the  case  except  the  re- 
mark of  Mr,  Danforth.  The  oily  two  men  the 
committee  got  to  come  up  there  to  say  it  was  not 
expedient  to  let  this  out  by  contract,  or  that  it 
was  not  expedient  to  let  Mr.  Reardon  have 
the  contract,  were  Mr.  Danforth  and  Mr.  Gal- 
vin.  Mr.  Danforth  had  great  qualifications  to  ex- 
press an  opinion.  I  am  not  now  speaking  in  dis- 
paragement of  Mr.  Danforth,  because  I  was  as- 
sociated with  him  on  this  floor,  and  have  a  high 
respect  for  him  as  a  man  and  a  citizen  whose 
judgment  is  usualy  good.  But  he  was  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Square*  about  four 
months  in  the  first  part  of  the  year,  and  that  is 
all  the  qualification  he  has  to  speak  upon  this 
question — in  the  first  part  of  the  year  when  noth 
ing  was  being  done,  everything  was  snowed  up, 
and  the  department  was  lying  by  for  ita  appro- 
priation. That  is  the  extent  of  the  qualification 
of  Mr.  Danforth  to  give  an  opinion  that  the  De- 
partment of  Common  and  Squares  couid  not  be 
carried  on  by  contract.  Mr.  Garvin  seems  to  have 
been  sent  for  to  come  there  and  express  an  opin- 
ion that  it  could  not  be  done.  I  think  Mr.  Galvin 
is  not  an  authority  on  the  economical  man- 
agement of  the  Department  of  Common 
and  Squares.  It  is  quite  likely  that 
when  he  was  in  tne  department  he  was 
opposed  to  letting  out  the  work  by  contract, 
and  has  a  fellow-feeling  with  Mr.  Doogue,  and 
don't  think  it  would  be  a  good  plan.  I  don't 
think  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Galvin,  and  the  reasons 
by  which  he  attempts  to  sustain  his  opinion,  will 
have  very  much  weight.  Those  were  the  only  two 
men  who  opposed  Mr.  Rearddh  having  it  by  con- 
tract, unless  I  forget  one  gentleman  who  seemed 
to  take  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  the  laborers  of 
Boston,  and  opposed  it  because  he  did  n't  want 
any  more  contractors  in  the  city,  seeming  to  take 
the  staud  that  all  the  work  ought  to  be  done  by 
day  labor.  That  is  a  matter  upon  which  every 
citizen  is  entitled  to  an  opinion,  and  upon  which 
the  committee  might  have  given  us  an  opinion  if 
they  had  seen  fit.  But  it  stands  out  in 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Power,  Mr.  Guild  and  Mr. 
Reardon,  and  I  think  by  the  admissions  of  some 
other,  that  the  work  could  be  done  by  a  com- 
petent man,  free  from  the  influences  which  sur- 
round the  Superintendent  of  Common  and 
Squares,  for  a  sum  a  great  deal  smaller  than  that 
which  the  department  is  carried  on — probably 
$30,000  or  less.  Jiow  I  have  stated  some  of  the 
reasons  why  I  object  to  the  acceptance  of  the  re- 
port. It  is  not  a  proper  time  to  argue  the  ques- 
tion of  the  appropriation  for  that  department,  or 
the  bearing  of  the  offer  of  Mr.  Reardon  on  this 
report.  I  only  want  to  say  by  way  of  personal  ex- 
planation that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  called 
in  question  my  agricultural  qualifications,  by 
stating  that  the  price  of  grass  seed  for  lawn  use 
was  four  dollars  a  bushel,  and  asserted  he  had 
two  or  three  offers  for  grass  seed  at  that  price.  I 
will  read  something  upon  this  point: 

schlegel  &  fottler,  seed  merchants, 
26  South  Market  Street. 

Boston,  March  22,  1881. 
Mr.  John  Reardon,  Boston,  Mass,:  Dear  Sir— 
We  can  supply  you  with  grass  seeds  suitable  for 
general  use  upon  lawns  or  public  grounds,  and 
composed  of  such  varieties  of  grasses  as  are  com- 
monly used  for  such  purposes;  Rhode  Island 
Bent,"  Kentucky  Blue  gras^,  Ryegrass,  Sweet  Ver- 
nal, White  Clover  seed,  etc.,  etc.,  in  proper  pro 
portions;  and,  if  purchased  in  fair  quantities,  we 
can  sell  at  two  dollars  per  bushel.  Coarser  grasses 


we   can   supply   in   quantity   at  one   dollar  per 
bushel.    Yours  truly, 

SCHLEGEL  &  FOTTLER. 
That  is  not  the  only  source  of  knowledge  about 
grass  seed  which  I  had.  I  bring  it  forward  to 
show  I  did  know  something  about  it,  aod  it  is  still 
my  opinion  I  can  buy  in  such  suitable  quantities 
as  the  Department  of  Common  and  Squares  ought 
to  purchase  grass  seed  at  $2  a  bushel.  If  they 
buy  them  at  a  larger  price,  they  must  be  in  a  lit- 
tle paper  or  silk  bag,  or  there  is  some  unusual 
discount  about  it  which  I  don't  know  anything 
about.  Whether  they  buy  at  $4  a  bushel,  as  tbey 
say  they  do,  or  at  $2,  as  I  say  they  can,  I  say  they 
are  not  economical  in  the  purchases.  Some  of  us 
know  about  Orcoard  Park,  a  little  square  con- 
taining two  and  a  third  acres.  I  find  an  item  in 
the  Superintendent's  report  of  $40  for  grass  seed 
on  that  park.  According  to  their  price  it  is  teu 
bushels  for  that  two  and  a  third  acres:  accord 
ing  to  my  price  it  is  twenty  bushels.  IE 
they  sowed  it,  they  were  not  economical; 
if  they  did  n't  sow  it,  there  is  something 
wrong  in  the  department.  But  I  don't  wish  to 
go  into  an  investigation  of  the  Department  of 
Common  and  Squares.  I  see  by  the  testimony 
that  Mr.  Reardon  and  his  counsel  did  not  go  into 
it,  and  the  only  attempt  made  was  by  some  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  to  elicit  some  good  testi- 
monials as  to  their  management,  which  I  am 
happy  to  gay  they  did. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  do  not  believe  the 
Council  want  to  hear  a  great  deal  on  this  ques- 
tion. The  gentleman  from  Ward  21  has  already 
shown  by  the  paucity  of  the  statements  he  has 
produced,  that  he  is  about  convinced  that  the 
committee  are  right.  He  was  present  at  the 
hearing.  He  has  had  this  evidence  before,  be- 
cause I  took  the  trouble  to  send  it  to  him  yester- 
day, so  there  would  be  no  question  about  it.  The 
Council  will  see  what  he  has  been  able  to  get  out 
of  it  in  support  of  his  side  of  the  question.  He 
brings  forward  an  innuendo  that  the  committee 
acted  by  separate  consultation,  in  contravention 
of  the  joint  rule.  That  is  not  so.  Every  member 
of  the  committee  received  a  notice  to  be  present 
at  the  hearing.  A  hearing  is  not  a  consultation. 
If  the  Aldermen  were  not  there  it  is  their  lookout, 
and  there  is  no  contravention  of  the  rule.  A  quo- 
rum was  present.  It  is  not  a  question  whether 
the  members  of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  this 
branch,  or  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of"  Aldermen, 
were  present.  There  was  a  quorum  of  the  com- 
mittee present  at  the  hearing.  Furthermore  the 
printed  evidence  was  laid  before  a  meeting  of  the 
full  committee  when  almost  every  member  was 
present,  and  after  its  examination  the  report  was 
agreed  to.  The  gentleman  says  we  should  have 
submitted  a  fuller  report,  going  into  the  question 
of  the  propriety  oi  letting  out  this  work  by 
contract.  I  submit  that  that  question  was 
not  referred  to  us.  The  only  question 
referred  to  us  was  the  memorial  of  Mr.  Rear- 
don. There  were  no  instructions  and  the  com- 
mittee finally  gave  him  a  hearing.  In  our  pre- 
vious report  we  distinctly  said  we  did  not  go  into 
the  question  whether  it  was  proper  to  do  this 
work  by  contract.  Mr.  President,  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  23— gentleman  from  Ward  21  I  mean; 
I  beg  pardon  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  23 — 
says  that  we  played  a  snap  game  on  Mr.  Reardon 
in  various  matters.  This  is  not  a  new  question 
before  the  committee  or  the  Council.  This  peti- 
tion of  Mr.  Reardon  has  been  put  in  year  after 
year.  The  committee  gave  him  a  hearing  on  this 
matter  last  year.  Now  I  submit  that  any  gar- 
dener competent  to  enter  into  such  relations  with 
the  city  of  Boston  as  Mr.  Reardon  proposes 
should  have  something  more  tu  submit  to  the 
committee,  after  the  long  discussion  of 
the  question,  than  a  general  statement;  that  he 
should  be  able  to  say  whether  Mr.  Reardon  meant 
anything  by  his  proposition;  whether  he  was 
competent  to  lay  out  plans.  We  supposed  he  had 
this  matter  in  his  heart,  and  had  plans  we  desired 
to  find  out.  We  supposed  he  would  be  able  to 
bring  us  something  definite.  The  question  I 
asked  him  was  not  an  unusual  or  improper  one. 
Let  me  read  it: 

"A  man  pretending  to  take  care  of  public 
grounds  for  a  whole  year  has  some  specific  idea 
of  what  he  is  going  to  do,  not  merely  a  general 
idea.  The  Public  Garden  is  to  be  planted  with 
plants  succeeding  each  other  in  a  definite  succes- 
sion. Mr.  Doogue  knows  exactly  what  he  is  go- 
ing to  do  at  the  start,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year;  what  he  is  going  to  plant  first,  and  what  lie 
is  going  to  follow  those  with.    He  has  made  his 
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plans  now  from  the  beginning  of  the  year.  I  am 
not  speaking  as  a  gardener,  but  he  knows  wheth- 
er coleus  follow  geraniums  or  fuchsias  follow 
geraniums.  You  understand  I  am  not  speaking 
as  a  gardener,  but  am  using  those  terms  as  an 
illustration;  but  that  is  the  way  I  want  to  under- 
stand Mr.  Reardon.  If  your  client  has  any  defi- 
nite idea,  aud  if  you  can  make  him  understand 
that  the  committee  desire  to  know  what  it  is,  I 
wish  you  would.'' 

That  was  after  a  long  serious  question  1  bad  put 
to  Mr.  Reardon  desiring  to  get  sutne  definite  idea 
from  him.  I  am  willing  to  state  here  that  I  do 
not  believe  Mr.  Reardon  has  a  very  definite  idea 
of  what  he  means  to  undertake.  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  stand  here  and  submit  the  answers  to 
the  questions  put  to  him,  hs  printed  in  the  evi- 
dence. Mr.  Reardon's  answer  to  that  question 
wi  — 

"I  understand  it.  I  never  knew  that  there  was 
any  such  succession  of  flowers  as  that.  All  those 
plants  are  planted  out,  and  they  last  until  the 
fall.  So  there  is  no  succession  ot  plants  in  the 
season,  and  when  they  pre  once  planted  out  in 
the  season,  they  stay  until  the  frost  kills  them  In 
the  fall." 

I  asked  question  after  question  to  pin  Mr.  Rear- 
don down,  believing  that,  as  a  gardener  pretend- 
ing to  be  competent  to  take  care  of  the  grounds 
of  the  city,  he  had  some  plans— something  more 
than  a  general  one— for  taking  care  of  them  for 
this  sum  of  money:  but  we  could  not  get  any  idea 
from  him.  I  am  only  going  into  the  evidence 
slightly.    Although    Mr.   Reardon   stated  at    the 

Erevious  hearing— which  he  did  n't  have — that  he 
ad  a  number  of  witnesses,  yet  he  was  able  to 
produce  hut  two,  ex-Aldermen  Power  and  Curtis 
Guild.  The  testimony  of  ex-Alderman  Power 
showed  that  he  is  in  favor  of  the  contract  system, 
and  believes  the  city  work  can  be  done  cheaper  in 
that  way.  in  many  respects  I  fully  agree  with 
him.  But  he  took  good  care  not  to  say  he 
believed  Mr.  Reardon  could  carry  out  this  con- 
tract. I  will  take  a  statement  of  the  case 
by  ex-Alderman  Guild,  who  was  chairman  of  the 
committee  in  1878.  Many  gentlemen  know  that  Mr. 
Guild  took  an  unusual  pride  in  the  department 
and  knew  more  about  it  than  most  chairmen  of 
the  committee.  There  was  also  the  incentive  of  a 
new  superintendent.    Mr.  Guild  says — 

"Q  —I  think  you  said,  also,  that  you  considered 
the  appropriation  too  small,  in  1878,  for  the  prop- 
er work  of  this  department  ? 

"A.— Most  certainly;  entirely  too  small.  I  only 
yielded  to  that  because  it  was  so  very  late  in  the 
year  when  that  question  was  finally  brought  be- 
fore the  City  Council,  and  Mr.  Turner  was  quite 
anxious  to  see  if  we  could  not  get  along  without 
any  more.. 

"Q.— An  appropriation  of  $57,000  would  n't  be 
large  for  the  necessary  works  ? 

"A.— It  certainly  wouldn't  have  been  then;  I 
am  not  familiar  with  what  the  wants  of  the  city 
are  now." 

Now,  here  follows  a  statement  which  I  adopt  in 
every  particular,  and  which  is  one  of  my  strong 
reasons  for  opposing  the  putting  of  this  depart- 
ment in  the  hands  of  a  contractor.  Mr.  Guild 
says— 

"There  are  two  ways  of  looking  at  this  question : 
Commonwealth  avenue  is  completed;  the  public 
grounds  are  completed,  substantially;  but,  in  my 
experience,  they  are  never  complete;  there  is  al- 
ways something  to  be  done,  always  something  to 
be  mended.  People  have  very  little  idea  of  the 
number  of  trees  which  have  to  be  taken  care  of 
in  the  city  of  Boston." 

I  have  given  this  matter  run,  ana  as  I  believe, 
fair  consideration.  I  looked  into  it  somewhat 
last  year  aud  have  done  something  more  than 
listen  to  the  nearings  we  have  had.  I  have  con- 
sulted many  people  in  whom  I  have  confidence  as 
to  the  management  of  public  grounds,  gentle- 
men who  have  large  estates  of  their  own,  and 
have  experience  and  knowledge  of  the  necessities 
of  gardening,  and  1  have  found  but  one  opinion. 
I  have  endeavored  to  look  at  the  matter  fairly, 
and  without  prejudice.  I  find  that  the  depart- 
ment is  one  which  it  is  impossible  to  contract  for 
on  account  of  its  peculiar  nature.  As  stated  in 
the  evidence,  it  is  impossible  for  a  florist  to 
foresee  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  actual 
needs  of  the  department,  to  be  satisfied  exactly 
what  can  be  done  all  through  the  season.  Ques- 
tions continually  arise  during  the  summer  which 
the  committee  have  no  idea  of  now,  and  they  have 
to  take  them  as  they  come.  It  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary   that   preparations  for  the  care  of  public 


or  private  grounds  shall  be  made  one  year  for 
the  coming  year.  We  cannot  reach  the  acme  of 
that  at  present,  because  the  Superintendent  and 
the  committee  change.  There  should  be  more 
continuity  than  there  is  now.  But  there  would 
be  less  than  there  is  now,  lor  under  a  contract  a 
man  does  only  what  is  absolutely  re- 
quired of  him,  not  knowing  whether  he  is  go- 
ing to  gee  the  contract  next  year.  Whereas,  un- 
der the  present  system,  if  the  Superintendent 
does  well — as  I  think  the  present  one  has  done- 
he  is  usually  considered  entitled  to  a  reelection. 
That  is  my  chief  ground  for  opposing  this  plan. 
I  am  free  to  confess  I  do  not  think  it  is  practica- 
ble to  enter  into  a  contract  which  would  result 
in  disagreement  between  the  contractor  and  the 
department.  Mr.  Reardon  says  with  apparent 
frankness— and  I  dare  say  he  means  it— that 
everything  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the  committee 
and  the  Superintendent.  That  is  a  very  fair 
proposition,  I  am  free  to  admit.  But,  gentlemen, 
consider  If  there  should  be  any  difference  of 
opinion.  It  may  happen  in  the  course  of  the  sum- 
mer that  the  care  of  the  ground  is  not  up  to 
the  proper  standard  in  the  minds  of  the  com- 
mittee and  Superintendent.  They  would  say  to 
Mr.  Reardon,  You  have  got  to  prepare  this 
work,  to  paint  that  feuce,  or  do  such  and 
such  a  thing.  Mr.  Reardon  replies,  "It  is  not  in 
my  contract."  Although  he  says  we  are  at  liberty 
to  retain  the  money  and  force  him  to  it,  I  think 
the  result  will  be  litigation;  or,  if  not  litigation, 
we  shall  have  a  perpetual  disagreement  between 
the  contractor  and  the  Superintendent.  Mr. 
President  and  gentlemen,  1  am  very  much  obliged 
to  the  Council  for  their  attention,  and  trust  that 
the  report  of  the  committee  will  be  accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18,  the  Council 
took  a  recess  of  half  an  hour  for  lunch,  after 
which  consideration  of  the  subject  was  resumed. 

Mr.  Costello  of  Ward  22— Mr.  President,  I  have 
listened  very  attentively  to  tne  long  discussion 
that  Mr.  Reardon's  proposition  has  caused  in  this 
Council.  First  and  foremost  in  the  discussion  is 
the  gentleman  lrom  Ward  21,  whose  skild  and  tact 
as  a  lawyer  are  very  remarkable  He  has  so  far 
succeeded  in  carrying  a  majority  of  this  Council 
with  him,  but  if  the  members  will  for  a  moment 
consider  his  motion  they  will  conclude  that  they 
have  gone  far  enough  with  him.  His  ingenious 
argument,  if  you  have  noticed  it,  w«s  not  against 
Mr.  Doogue  or  for  Mr.  Reardon,  but  it  was  in  de- 
fence of  a  brother  lawyer,  who  was  not  allowed 
to  argue  Mr.  Reardon's  case  befoie  the  Committee 
on  Common  and  Public  Squares  If  that  gentle- 
man was  allowed  a  hearing  at  the  first  meeting  of 
the  committee,  this  matter  would  have  been 
dropped  long  ago,  and  I  think  the  committee  has 
been  very  unwise  so  far  as  that  is  concerned. 
Now,  with  regard  to  Mr.  Reardon's  proposition  to 
do  this  work  for  $30,000.  I,  for  one,  must  say  that 
I  have  not  the  sligntest  faith  in  him,  because  I 
believe  that  he  is  simply  a  tool  in  the  hands  of  a 
ring  that  are  doing  their  level  best  to  unseat  Mr. 
Doogue.  Why  was  n't  this  proposition  made 
when  the  department  was  run  at  a  cost  of  $80,009 
or  $90,000  a  year?  The  gentleman  from  Ward  21 
says  that  this  work  can  be  done  lor  $30,000.  I 
agree  with  him.  I  believe  it  can  be  done  for  $20,- 
000;  yes,  I  believe  it  can  be  done  for  $10,000.  But 
you  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  reputation  Mr. 
Doogue  has  earned  for  our  public  grounds  will 
have  to  be  sacrificed  at  those  figures,  and  I  am 
sure  that  you  will  not  do  that  for  the  sake  of  a 
few  dollars.  The  man  that  advocates  the  doing  of 
this  work  by  contract  for  anything  less  than  Mr. 
Doogue  is  now  doing  it  for  is  an  advocate  ot 
cheap  material,  cheap  work  and  cheap  labor, 
and  I  do  not  think  that  the  people  of  Bos- 
ton will  allow  its  work  to  be  done  on  sucb  a  penu- 
rious scale.  If  Mr.  Doogue  would  allow  himself 
to  he  pulled  around  and  bossed  by  a  few  political 
junketers,  this  matter  would  not  be  before  us  to- 
night; but  I  am  glad  to  find  that  he  is 
not  that  kind  of  a  man;  bis  honesty,  anility 
and  upright  straightforwardness  is  something 
that  every  honest  man  must  admire  and  stand  by 
when  it  comes  to  a  test.  Supposing,  lor  instance, 
that  some  gentlemen  should  come  along  aud  agree 
to  keep  our  streets  in  repair  for  a  few  thousand 
dollars  lesn  than  it  now  costs  the  city,  would  you 
accept  of  the  proposition  ?  I  believe  not,  and  yet 
I  would  rather  vote  for  a  contract  of  that  kind 
than  for  this,  because  any  ordinary  person  could 
tell  by  the  condition  of  our  streets  whether  that 
contract  was  carried  out  to  the  letter  or  not.  It 
is  not  so  with  this;  it  will  require  the  judgment 
of  experts  to  know  whether  this  contract  is  faith- 
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fully  complied  with  or  not— there  are  so  many 
species  and  varieties  of  plants  and  trees.  I  hope 
and  trust  that  Mr.  Doogue  will  be  sustained  in 
this  matter,  and  that  auy  attempt  to  crowd  him 
will  be  rebuked  by  this  Council. 

Mr.  Bigelow  ot  Ward  25  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Maguire  ot  Ward  19  said  there  was  other  in- 
formation that  the  Council  ought  to  have,  and 
members  would  be  cut  oil:  if  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  favored  the    main     question. 
There  was  more  important  business  to  attend  to. 
Mr.  Maguire   asked  if  the  saving  of  $20,000  was 
not  important. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick   did   not   see  how   they  were 
going  to  save  anything  by  adopting  this  proposal. 
Mr.  Gove  and  Mr.  Pratt    both  hoped  the  main 
question  would  not  be  ordered. 

The  Council  refused  to  order  the  main  question 
—29  for,  30  against. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1— I  think  this  report  ought 
not  to  be  accepted,  and  my  reason  is  this:  I  have 
given  this  matter  a  great  deal  of  attention,  have 
made  inquiries  as  best  I  could,  have  talked  with 
a  great  many  people  and  written  to  some.  I  am 
convinced,  not  only  from  what  I  believe  myself, 
but  irom  what  I  learn  from  others,  that  this  work 
cao  be  done  for  $30,000  a  year.  What  are  the 
reasons  assigned  by  the  committee  why  this  mat- 
ter should  not  be  let  out  by  contract?  First,  they 
declare  that  Mr.  Reardon  nor  anyone  else  cannot 
do  the  work  in  a  proper  and  satisfactory  manner 
for  that  sum.  Mr.  Reardon  says  he  can  and  is 
willing  to  back  it  up  with  his  means  and 
with  bonds.  I  saw  an  article  upon  this 
subject  on  Monday  morning,  in  which  the 
names  of  A.  P.  Calder,  Hermann  Grundel  and 
Thomas  W.  Dee  were  given  as  parties 
who  would  be  likely  to  do  this  work 
for  that  sum  of  money.  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Calder, 
and  with  the  indulgence  of  the  Council  I  will  read 
what  he  says  : 

Boston,  March  28, 1881. 
J.  M.  Gove,  Esq.  i  Dear  Sir— I  have  the  honor  of 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  in- 
quiry. 

In  answer,  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  I  am  con- 
fident that  the  "work  can  be  done  and  the  mate- 
rial furnished"  for  the  amount  mentioned.  Per- 
mit me  also  to  add  that  my  opinion  and  judgment 
is  based  upon  twenty-five  years  of  practical  ob- 
servation and  study,  accompanied  with  direct 
personal  experience. 

Appreciating  the  compliment  of  your  notice,  I 
am  very  truly,  Your  obdt  servant, 

A.  p.  Calder. 
I  also  wrote  to  Mr.  Grundel.  and  he  called  at 
my  office.  He  said  the  party  who  put  that  piece 
in  the  paper  had  no  authority  to  do  so,  and  he  did 
not  care  to  be  mixed  up  in  this  matter,  but  he 
could  do  the  work  set  forth  in  Mr.  Reardon's 
memorial  for  $30,000.  Mr.  Dee  called  upon  me 
and  said  he  did  not  propose  to  make  any  state- 
ment at  all  or  be  mixed  up  in  it.  Now,  gentle- 
men, there  is  the  statement  of  one  of  the  best 
florists  in  Boston,  who  has  been  here  for  many 
years,  and  you  all  know  of  him.  Here  is  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Reardon  backed  up  by  the  state- 
ment that  he  will  come  forward  and  do  what  he 
agrees  to  do,  and  here  are  the  statements 
of  competent  gentlemen  that  the  work 
can  be  done  for  that  amount  of  money. 
Another  point  the  committee  seem  to  have  con- 
sidered is  that  Mr.  Reardon  is  incompetent.  These 
parties  say  they  believe  in  the  judgment  of  Mr. 
Reardon  as  regards  the  amount  it  can  be  done 
for.  When  the  committee  asked  him  for  the  plan 
they  thought  he  had  probably  arranged  lor  carry- 
ing on  this  work,  he  very  properly,  in  my  judg- 
ment, said  he  had  made  no  plans.  It  would  be 
the  height  of  folly,  in  my  judgment,  for  any  man 
who  is  to  be  under  the  direction  of  a  committee 
to  go  ahead  and  have  plans  drawn  at  a  large  ex- 
pense, and  then  go  in  and  have  them  kicked  one 
side.  In  the  matter,  Mr.  Reardon  did  what  was 
right,  was  not  at  all  discourteous  to  the  coinmit- 
mittee,  and  did  the  same  as  any  other  business 
man  would  do.  Now,  then,  take  another 
point:  The  tenor  of  a  great  part  of  the 
investigation  last  Saturday  was  that  it  was 
not  best  for  the  city  to  let  this  work  out 
by  contract;  in  fact,  that  contract  work 
was  very  obnoxious  to  the  citizens,  or  that 
work  was  not  properly  done  when  it  was  done  by 
contract.  Now  upon  that  point  we  are  here  to 
administer  the  business  of  the  city  of  Boston  in 
an  economical  manner,  providing  we  can  do  it  in 


a  proper  way  and  accomplish  what  is  needed. 
We  received  a  proposition  to  do  this  work  as 
well  as  it  has  been  done  for  the  last  two  years, 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee  and  Su- 
perintendent. What  more  can  you  ask  if  you 
employ  a  man  to  do  a  piece  of  work,  and  he  does 
it  as  you  direct,  and  you  are  satisfied — for  heav- 
en's sake,  what  more  can  you  ask  ?  You  cannot 
have  him  do  it  any  better  than  you  want  it  done, 
for  that  would  not  suit  you.  If  he  does  it  just  as 
you  want  it,  it  is  all  that  you  ask.  Mr.  Reardon 
offers  to  do  it  for  that  sum  of  money.  Is  icjnot 
your  duty  and  mine  to  give  him  the  contract? 
If  he  was  a  man  without  means  and  could  not 
furnish  bonds,  1  would  not  argue  this  matter  a 
single  moment;  but  he  is  a  man  of  means,  and  I 
have  drawn  up  an  order  to  provide  for  this  matter. 
Nobody  questions  Mr.  Doogue's  fitness  to  do  the 
work.  He  can  probably  do  it  as  well  as  any  other 
man  in  the  United  States,  and  does  it  as  satisfac- 
torily, as  far  as  results  upon  the  Garden  and  Com- 
mon are  concerned.  That  matter  is  entirely  out 
of  the  case,  and  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
learn,  there  is  no  attempt  to  oust  Mr.  Doogue 
from  his  job,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  22  in- 
timates. I  am  certain  I  do  not  intend  it,  because 
I  believe  no  committee  can  be  formed  so  as  to 
take  charge  of  this  department  without  a  compe- 
tent superintendent  who  knew  what  the  work 
was  and  how  it  should  be  done.  It  has  been  inti- 
mated to  me  that  Mr.  Reardon  is  illiterate,  and 
therefore  incompetent.  It  nas  not  been  stated  on 
the  floor,  but  has  been  said  to  me  elsewhere.  The 
illiteracy  of  a  man  cannot  interfere  with 
his  gardening  work,  i  never  knew  of  its  inter- 
fering with  a  man's  artistic  nature,  whether  he 
was  literate  or  illiterate,  as  far  as  work  of  the 
kind  that  we  have  upon  the  Public  Garden  is 
concerned.  I  know  nothing  about  his  illiteracy, 
but  I  have  spoken  to  him  once  or  twice  and  have 
seen  him  read  in  a  paper.  The  testimony  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter  was  mainly  given  by  two  par- 
ties, ex-Aldermen  Power  and  Guild.  Mr.  Power 
testified  that  in  his  judgment,  from  his  experi- 
ence as  a  member  of  the  committee,  and  his  ob- 
servation and  experience  as  a  business  man,  the 
work  could  be  done  for  that  sum.  One  of  the  best 
reasons  that  he  gave,  in  my  judgment,  why  it 
could  be  done  so,  and  why  it  caunot  be  done  so 
for  that  price  at  this  time,  was  on  account  of 
the  patronage  connected  with  the  depart- 
ment. It  is  all  very  well  for  a  member  of  the 
Common  Council  or  Board  of  Aldermen  to  give 
any  work  that  he  can  to  his  constituents  who 
are  needed,  when  it  does  not  place  the  de- 
partment in  such  a  position  that  the  proper  car- 
rying on  of  the  work  is  interfered  with.  Any  one 
going  upon  the  Common  and  Public  grounds  last 
year  would  see  men  there  who  knew  what  their 
business  was,  and  would  undoubtedly  see  others 
who  were  no  more  fit  to  use  a  hoe,  rake  or  spade 
about  those  flower  beds  than  they  were  to  take  a 
knife  and  operate  upon  wounds  or  sores  of  a  pa- 
tient in  a  hospital.  They  were  just  as  much  fit 
for  one  place  as  tbey  were  for  the  other,  and  that, 
I  am  told,  has  been  the  case  for  years  and  years. 
It  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the  city  to  have  this 
work  done  well  and  promptly,  and  the  only  way 
we  can  do  it  is  by  taking  the  department  entirely 
out  of  political  affairs  and  placing  it  where  the 
party  in  charge  of  it  can  hire  such  men  as  he  con- 
siders competent,  and  then  the  work  will  be  prop- 
erly done.  I  have  nothing  to  charge  against  the 
committee  —  some  of  the  members"  I  know 
very  well  and  esteem  highly.  But  from 
all  the  evidence  I  can  get,  from  Mr.  Reardon  and 
everybody  who  knows  anything  in  regard  to  the 
work,  l  believe  it  is  a  wasteful  piece  of  extrava- 
gance to  spend  so  much  money  upon  that  part  of 
the  city  work.  If  any  member  will  examine  into 
the  matter  thoroughly  and  talk  with  those  who 
know  about  the  business,  aud  have  made  that 
kind  of  work  a  study  for  years,  and  whose  minds 
are  unbiassed,  I  think  he  will  be  convinced  that 
the  work  can  be  done  for  that  sum.  So  long  as  I 
am  a  member  of  the  Common  Council,  I  shall  vote 
against  any  greater  sum  of  money  than  $35,000  to 
carry  on  that  department. 

Mr.  Pratt — As  to  whether  or  not  this  was  a 
hearing,  I  wish  to  say  that  the  members  of  the 
other  branch  did  not  sit  with  the  committee. 
That  is  a  fact  the  chairman  will  not  deny.  Two 
of  them  were  present  in  the  chamber  a  short 
time,  but  took  care  to  keep  away  from  the  table 
where  the  committee  sat.  The  chairman  of  the 
committee  was  not  present  at  all.  I  say  we  were 
entitled  to  have  the  chairman  present,  to  have 
his  knowledge   of   city  affairs  brought  to  bear 
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upon  this  question,  so  that  a  report  purporting  to 
be  signed  by  him  could  be  signed  by  bis  own 
knowledge.  Another  member  who  did  not  sit 
has  bad  large  experience  in  agricultural  affairs 
and  supplies  connected  with  the  department;  he 
has  had  experience  here  lor  several  years,  and 
yet  we  are  deprived  of  his  judgment.  Under  our 
rules  we  were  entitled  to  a  bearing  by  the  whole 
committee,  and  to  have  bad  the  report  made  up 
by  joint  consultation. 

Mr.  Parkman— We  did  make  it  by  joint  consul- 
tation. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  have  no  doubt  when  the  sugges- 
tion was  made  that  they  had  not  complied  with 
the  joint  rule.  They  called  another  meeting  yes- 
terday. But  they  were  just  as  ready  to  sign  the 
report  a  week  ago  as  they  are  today. 

Mr.  Parkman— WU  the  gentleman  allow  me  to 
make  a  statement? 

Mr.  Pratt— It  will  be  time  enough.  I  have  evi- 
dence which  it  would  not  be  right  to  state  that 
the  members  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men did  not  intend  to  sit,  and  said  if  the  mem- 
bers on  the  part  of  the  Council  desired  to  sit  they 
might  do  so,  but  they  did  n't  intend  to  have  any 
more  hearings.  I  have  not  sufficient  praise  for 
the  members  of  the  Council  who  marched  up  to 
the  place  and  gave  a  hearing.  They  walked  up 
like  men  and  did  their  duty,  but  the 
joint  committee  did  not.  That  is  one  reason 
why  I  object  to  accepting  this  report. 
The  fact  is,  that  the  best  florists  and  gardeners 
are  ready  to  come  forward  and  do  the  work  up  to 
the  style  of  the  last  two  years,  and  to  the  satis 
faction  of  the  committee  and  Mr.  Doogue,  ac- 
cording to  specifications  made  beforehand  or 
suggestions  by  the  department  afterwards,  for 
$30,000  that  now  costs  between  $45,000  and 
$50,000,  and  lor  which  we  are  asked  to  appropri- 
ate $50,000  this  year.  I  undertake  to  say  the  de- 
partment can  be  carried  on  creditably,  the  gar- 
den, Common  and  other  squares  kept  in  good, 
cleanly,  artistic  appearance,  with  a  sufficient  ex- 
hibit of  flowers  and  shrubs  to  do  credit  to  the 
city,  and  as  well  as  it  has  been  done  the  past  two 
years,  for  $30,000;  and  that  can  be  done  under  a 
contract  no  more  specific  than  the  one  Mr.  Rear- 
don  offered,  and  for  the  matter  of  that  no  more 
specific  than  the  much  shorter  one  under  which 
the  department  allowed  him  to  take  care  of  the 
South  End  squares  for  a  number  of  years. 
It  is  Dot  a  matter  of  specific  con- 
tract, but  whether  he  can  do  it.  On 
the  part  of  the  committee  the  matter  appears  to 
be  something  like  this:  This  department  is  in  our 
hands;  we  don't  want  to  relinquish  any  opportu- 
nity we  have  to  give  employment  to  men  for 
whom  we  feel  a  strong  affection  about  election 
time.  This  power  has  been  exercised  by  the  men 
on  that  committee  and  in  the  City  Council  for 
many  years,  and  the  saying  is  that  if  we  spend 
$15,000  or  $20,000  more  a  year  we  can  supply  so 
many  more  men  with  labor  at  $1.75  a  day.  No 
matter  whether  it  is  done  well  or  not,  it  is  a  kind 
charity  to  them,  helps  the  laborers  and  helps 
us.  A  good  many  men  do  not  like  contractors 
and  contract  work.  Now,  sir,  it  is  a  question  in 
ray  mind  whether  the  City  Government  is  author- 
ized to  run  the  Department  of  Common  and 
Squares  as  a  gallery  of  fine  art,  to  spend 
thousands  of  dollars  every  year  in  procur- 
ing as  many  rare  plants  as  can  be  had, 
so  as  to  make  a  collection  for  artistic 
purposes.  I  have  no  doubt  it  would  be  a 
grateful  thing  for  the  residents  around  the  Public 
Garden  and  for  the  other  citizens  who  have  time 
to  go  and  examine  them,  if  the  Public  Garden 
can  be  made  a  great  conservatory;  but  there  is 
doubt  in  my  mind  it  we  should  go  into  a  matter 
of  that  kind.  The  Common  and  Public  Garden 
are  breathing  places,  to  offer  something  restful 
to  the  eye.  It  is  not  a  question  of  putting  in  so 
many  artistic  flowers  and  raising  flowers,  but  it 
is  the  making  of  a  great  impression  in  that  direc- 
tion- 
Mr.  Greenough— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man if  be  thinks  that  if  Mr.  Reardon  gets  this 
work,  a  change  should  be  made  in  the  manner  of 
keeping  up  the  Public  Garden? 

Mr.  Pratt— Not  at  all.  I  am  inakiDg  this  state- 
ment in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  only  thing 
urged  by  the  committee  which  has  any  bottom  to 
it,  that  the  only  way  to  run  the  department  in 
such  artistic  fashion  as  they  tbink  it  should  be 
run,  is  that  it  is  impossible  to  map  out  before- 
hand what  should  be  done.  They  undertake  to 
say  you  cannot  specify  to  a  contractor  what  work 
shall  be  done,  because  the  varieties  of  plants  de- 


manded by  citizens  now  are  differer-t  from  those 
demanded  two  or  five  years  ago.  That  is  the  way 
I  address  myself  to  that  particular  aspect  of  the 
question.  Mr.  Reardon,  Mr.  Grundel,  Mr.  Calder, 
Mr.  May  or  any  other  competent  gardener  can 
run  the  Common  and  squares  as  well  as  they  have 
been  run  for  the  last  two  years,  for  $30,000  a  year 
and  make  money  out  of  it,  and  they  would  be 

flad  to  do  it.  It  seems  to  me  a  proper  question 
or  this  Council  to  consider  is  whether  it  is  not 
expedient  to  let  it  to  Mr.  Reardon  or  some  other 
competent  gardener,  or  upon  bids  to  the  lowest 
responsible  bidder,  and  make  bim  responsible  for 
carrying  it  out.  The  city  would  not  lose  any- 
thing. The  Common  and  Public  Garden  would 
not  be  sunk  in  the  mud  in  a  year  if  it  were  tried, 
and  it  might  save  $20,000.  But  it  would  have  been 
easier  to  discuss  and  decide  this  question  if  the 
committee  had  addressed  themselves  to  the  ques- 
tions raised  in  the  debate,  and  which  they  knew 
were  to  be  brought  to  their  attention.  I  wish  to 
say  further,  in  answer  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9,  that  although  Mr.  Reardon  has  been  be- 
fore the  City  Government  some  time,  be  has 
never  bad  a  hearing  until  now.  This  year  he  en- 
gaged counsel  and  they  went  further  than 
ever  before  and  he  has  got  the  semblance 
of  a  hearing.  It  was  not  the  proposition 
of  Mr.  Reardon  to  supplant  Mr.  Doogue  on  the 
committee,  but  to  do  the  work  as  they  would 
specify  and  to  their  satisfaction.  It  was 
not  his  duty  to  prepare  plans  and  state  just  what 
he  should  plant  in  each  and  every  bed  in  the  Pub- 
lic Garden.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Superintendent 
to  lay  out  the  work  for  Common  and  squares,  and 
if  Mr.  Reardon's  proposal  were  accepted  it  would 
be  his  duty  to  take  hold  of  Mr.  Doogue's  plans 
and  carry  them  out.  I  have  no  interest  in  Mr. 
Reardon.  I  do  not  care  whether  Mr.  Reardon  has 
this  contract  or  not.  I  only  care  that  the  city 
shall  have  its  Common  and  squares  taken  care  of 
well  and  economically,  and  I  ask  the  Committee 
on  Common  and  Squares  to  do  the  same  as  other 
committees  of  the  City  Council  do  when  they 
have  matters  referred  to  them  with  instruction, 
that  they  shall  carry  out  the  instructions  and 
make  their  report  in  accordance  with  the  instruc- 
tions. 

Mr.  Parkmau — This  matter  has  never  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Common  with  in- 
structiins.  I  deny  it  in  toto.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  21  begs  the  whole  question  when  he 
says  such  a  thing.  The  only  thing  ever  referred 
to  this  committee  is  the  memorial  of  John  Rear- 
don. When  the  Council  recommitted  the  report 
last  year  they  gave  uo  instructions  to  the  com- 
mittee. The  gentleman  from  Ward  21  proceeds 
on  a  wrong  basis  when  he  attempts  to  convince 
this  Council  that  the  committee  have  not  com- 
plied with  their  instructions.  Now,  sir,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  1  has  made  a  very  able  speech. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  force  in  what  he  has  said. 
I  admit  as  strongly  as  anybody  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  City  Government  to  manage  any  depart- 
ment as  economically  as  possible.  Whac  I  say  is, 
I  do  not  believe  that  this  department  can 
be  carried  on  in  the  manner  proposed 
without  leading  either  to  great  dissatis- 
faction or  litigation.  I  do  not  think  the 
city  would  find  it  cheap  m  the  long  run.. 
I  will  refer  to  only  one  item  in  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Galvin,  on  page  21,  where  he  states  that  he 
had  a  contract  for  the  care  of  the  public  grounds 
similar  to  the  one  proposed  here,  for  which  be  got 
$8000,  and  that  the  extras  came  to  about  as  much 
more.  What  I  fear  is  that  it  you  make  the  con- 
tract of  such  a  general  Dature  as  the  one  offered 
by  Mr.  Reardon,  you  will  And  that  the  extras  will 
come  to  about  as  much  as  the  contract;  you  will 
not  have  saved  anything,  and  only  have  got  the 
city  deeper  in  it  than  is  was  before.  In  bis  argu- 
ment upon  the  question,  the  counsel  for  Mr, 
Reardon  admitted  in  the  beginning,  on  page  5, 
that  besides  the  $30,000,  we  shall  have  to  appropri- 
ate $5000  more  for  incidental  expenses.  Even 
under  their  showing,  with  the  appropriation 
asked  for  by  the  committee,  $47,000,'  there 
will  be  a  saving  of  only  $12,000,  irstead  of 
$20,000  or  $25,000,  which  large  figures  the 
gentlemen  have  indulged  in.  The  committee  have 
asked  for  certain  other  matters  this  year,  for 
trees,  fences,  curbs  and  plank  walks.  Mr.  Rear- 
don offered  to  do  none  of  those  things.  But  my 
great  ground  of  objection  to  entering  into  this 
contract  is  that  I  think  there  will  be  a  continual 
clashing  of  interests.  Let  me  point  out  one  thing 
in  the  contract,  on  page  4,  where  Mr.  Reardon 
says— 


189 


COMMON       COUNCIL, 


"The  fences  of  the  said  Coin  inon,  Public  Garden 
and  squares  to  be  painted  whenever  needed, 
unless  the  same  shall  have  been  done  within  two 
years." 

Who  is  to  decide  whether  they  are  needed  or 
not  ?  Gentlemen  will  say  that  is  for  the  Superin- 
tendent and  committee.  1  was  on  the  committee 
last  year  to  examine  the  condition  of  the  fences 
in  the  city  of  Boston,  whether  or  not  tbey  needed 
to  be  painted,  and  my  report  is  on  file  in  the 
office  of  the  Clerk  of  Committees.  We 
did  some  work  in  repainting  fences  last 
year,  but  I  will  venture  to  say  there  are 
fences  which  need  painting,  which  would  cost 
$5000,  and  they  have  been  painted  within  two 
years.  In  all  such  matters  there  would  be  an 
immediate  clashing. 

Mr.  Maguire—  Would  $5000  answer  for  the  pur- 
pose of  painting  fences? 

Mr.  Parkinan — I  do  not  specify  that  as  an  abso- 
lute sum. 

Mr.  Maguire — About  that? 

Mr.  Parkman— I  will  not  pretend  to  be  accurate 
in  my  figures.  1  only  bring  it  up  as  among  the 
dangers  to  be  feared  in  a  contract  of  that  general 
nature.  If  we  could  contract  as  we  do  for  a  school 
house  or  public  buildings,  where  both  parties 
know  what  is  necessary  and  what  is  to  be  done, 
I'  would  say  sro  ahead.  My  record  shows  that  in 
such  cases  I  believe  in  the  contract  system  be- 
cause the  work  can  be  more  economically  done. 
In  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21, 
I  look  upon  the  Common  and  public  grounds  as 
something  more  than  mere  breathing  places, 
something  more  than  mere  air  holes  where  peo- 
ple can  go  and  walk.  I  look  upon  them  as  edu- 
cators of  the  people.  It  is  not  merely  a  place 
where  flowers  are  kept.  The  demand  to  have 
flowers  placed  in  the  public  squares  where  they 
nave  not  been  before  comes  to  us  continually, 
and  is  increasing.  It  is  for  the  City  Council  to 
decide  whether  the  grounds  shall  be  stopped 
where  they  are  and  nothing  more  done  to  beauti- 
fy them.  If  in  1881  we  have  reached  the  summit 
of  our  ambition  in  the  care  of  our  public  grounds, 
well  and  good.  But  if,  without  spenoing  an  un- 
reasonable sum  of  money,  we  can  improve  them 
year  by  year,  so  as  to  educate  our  people  and  cul- 
tivate their  senses,  so  as  to  increase  the  love  of 
flowers,  which  I  consider  one  of  the  greatest  edu- 
cators of  the  people — I  like  to  see  the  house  of  the 
laboring  man  decorated  with  flowers — if  we  can 
go  on  and  do  that,  without  spending  the  city's 
money  too  extravagantly,  I  say  we  cannot  stand 
still  in  the  position  where  this  contract  would 
put  us.  We  must  go  on.  It  the  gentlemen  of 
this  Council  desire  an  Investigation  of  the  De- 
partment of  Common  and  Squares,  I  think  no 
member  of  the  committee  will  oppose  it.  If  that 
is  desired,  it  better  be  done  at  once.  We  are  now 
in  the  position  of  starting  out  for  a  new  year. 
The  committee  desire  this  settled  one  way  or  the 
other.  We  leave  it  on  the  testmony  presented 
here,  whether  we  did  not  give  Mr.  Eeardon  a  full 
hearing  and  an  opportunity  to  present  every  wit- 
ness he  desired.  We  leave  you,  gentlemen,  to  say 
whether  you  desire  us  to  enter  into  a  general  con- 
tract which  can  never  be  made  to  cover  the  neces- 
sities of  the  case,  or  whether  you  have  that  confi- 
dence in  you*  committee  and  Superintend- 
ent which,  by  giving  us  an  appropriation 
in  the  customary  manner,  will  enable  us 
to  proceed.  I  am  free  to  admit  that  I  have 
seen  things  in  the  department  which  I  could  not 
approve.  I  do  not  wish  to  say  everything  is  love- 
ly, and  I  am  perfectly  free  to  admit  it.  But  I  say 
we  shall  he  retrograding  and  not  advancing  if  we 
accept  this  proposition. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Maguire  objected,  stating  that  he  had  some 
information  that  lie  could  give  in  a  few  minutes. 

Mr.  Gove  desired  to  offer  an  order. 

Mr.  Wharton  opposed  the  ordering  of  the  main 
question. 

Mr.  Bigelow  withdrew  the  motion  for  the  main 
question. 

Mr.  Gove  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute 
for  the  report  of  the  committee: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common 
and  Public  Grounds  of  the  City  Council  be  and 
they  hereby  are  directed  to  enter  into  a  written 
contract  with  John  Reardon,  in  behalf  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  for  the  care  of  the  Common,  Pub- 
lic Garden  and  public  squares,  now  under  the  care 
ana  custody  of  said  committee,  for  a  year  from 
April  1, 1881,  to  April  1, 1882,  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of   the  proposition  as  made  by  said 


Reardon  to  said  committee  on  March  26, 1881, 
providing  satd  Reardon  shall  make  and  execute 
a  bond  in  the  sum  of  $50,000  to  said  city  of  Bos- 
ton, with  good  and  sufficient  sureties,  to  be  ap- 
proved by  said  committee,  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  said  contract. 

Mr.  Wharton  asked  how  much  would  be  saved 
by  making  the  contract? 

Mr.  Parkman  said  that  the  saving  would  be 
$12,000,  as  stated  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Pratt  explained  the  items  in  the  appropria- 
tion bill,  and  said  there  would  be  a  net  saving  of 
$20,000. 

Mr.  Parkman  explained  that  there  were  sever- 
al items  in  the  appropriation  which  were  not  pro- 
vided for  in  Mr.  Reardon's  offer. 

Mr.  Wheeler  thought  Mr.  Gove's  substitute  or- 
der was  very  objectionable,  and  more  so  than  a 
proposition  to  advertise  for  bids,  if  any  contract 
was  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Gove  said  it  made  no  difference  to  him  who 
had  the  contract,  whether  Mr.  Reardon,  Mr. 
Calder,  or  any  one  else.  He  quoted  from  the  re- 
port of  the  Investigating  Committee,  document 
87,  of  1877,  on  the  Department  of  Common  and 
Squares,  in  reference  to  the  manner  of  doing  the 
work  on  the  South  End  squares  by  contract  with 
Mr.  Reardon. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Bigelow  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 

Mr.  Gove's  substitute  was  rejected— 13  for,  45 
against. 

The  report  was  accepted.  Mr.  Parkman  moved 
a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost.    Sent  up. 

THE    APPROPRIATION   BILL. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment for  eight  o'clock,  viz.: 

Orders  recommended  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Auditor's  Estimates.  (City  Doc. 
No.  43.) 

The  several  items  in  the  bill  were  read  by  the 
President,  who,  after  announcing  the  amounts  to 
be  appropriated  for  each  specific  item,  paused  , 
and  it  no  amendment  or  suggestion  was  offered, 
he  proceeded  to  the  next  item. 

Discussions  were  had  upon  specific  appropria- 
tions as  follows: 

Cedar  Grove  Cemetery — $5000. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24  criticised  the  committee 
on  Auditor's  Estimates' for  reducing  this  appro- 
priation from  $7600,  and  as  a  member  of  thp  Com- 
mittee on  Cemeteries  and  a  representative 
from  Dorchester,  he  protested  against  such 
an  exorbitant  reduction.  People  are  more 
particular  in  selecting  a  place  to  be  buried  than 
they  are  in  determining  upon  a  place  to  live.  In 
order  to  make  the  cemeteries  self-supporting 
they  must  be  beautiful  and  attractive.  If  there 
had  been  a  wholesale  slaughter  we  would  not  say 
a  word,  Dut  the  net  reduction  of  the  estimates 
was  $18,398,  of  which  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery  had 
to  stand  $2600.  He  moved  to  make  the  amount 
$2600. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18  said  the  committee 
thought  there  was  some  work  the  trustees  pro- 
posed to  do  which  could  be  postponed,  and  that 
the  appropriation  was  all  they  would  need  this 
year. 

Mr.  Swan  of  Ward  24  agreed  with  Mr.  Clapp. 
and  said  that  the  improvements  required  to  be 
done  immediately  would  greatly  enlarge  the  avail- 
able space  for  the  market.  As  the  commission- 
ers had  asked  for  a  smaller  amount  than  last  year 
it  was  not  good  policy  to  cut  them  down,  especial- 
ly upon  so  large  a  percentage. 

Mr.  Wakefield  of  Ward  23  indorsed  what  had 
been  said  by  Messrs  Clapp  and  Swan,  and  ex- 
plained the  details  of  the  appropriation,  showing 
that  the  commissioners  would  not  have  margin 
enough  to  make  absolutely  needed  improve- 
ments. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Clapp  was  adopted— 30 
for,  18  against. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24  moved  a  reconsideration, 
Imping  it  would  prevail,  but  withdrew  it  upon 
the  suggestion  of  the  President  that  they  were 
simply  going  through  the  bill,  and  auy  item  could 
be  amended  afterwards  at  another  stage. 

City  Hospital— $139,000. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  amendment: 
Provided  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  $500  in  all 
may  be  used  in  charity  to  discharged  patients, 
and  may  be  deducted  from  any  specific  appro- 
priation for  the  hospital. 
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Mr.  Whitmore  explained  that  this  was  iu  ac- 
cordance with  the  vote  or  two  previous  years,  and 
had  been  a  great  deal  of  service.  Under  a  strict 
construction  of  the  bill  as  usually  passed,  the 
Trustees  would  not  have  the  authority  to 
spend  ir. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Common  and  Public  Grounds — 859,000. 

Sir.  Maguire  <M  Ward  19  desired  to  offer  an 
order,  and,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  President, 
moved  to  fay  the  bill  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Wharton  asked  what,  was  the  nature  of  the 
order,  and  the  President  read  the  following  which 
was  sent  to  the  Chair  by  Mr.  Maguire: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Common 
and  Public  Squares  be  and  they  hereby  are  di- 
rected to  advertise  for  proposals  for  the  care  and 
proper  cultivation  of  the  Common,  Public  Gar- 
den and  public  squares  now  under  the  custody  of 
said  committee;  the  term  for  which  said  propos- 
als shall  be  is  from  April  15,  1881,  to  April  15,  1882. 

The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  was  lost. 

.Mr.  Maguire  moved  to  amend  the  appropriation 
by  making  it  $45,000  instead  of  859,000,  or  to  be 
more  »pecitlc,to  deduct  810,000  from  the  proposed 
847,500  for  current  expenses,  83000  from  the  $5000 
lor  trees,  $1500  from  the  $2500  for  fences  and 
curbs,  and  $3000  from  the  §4000  for  plauk  walks. 

The  President  said  that  in  order  to  test  the 
sense  of  the  Council  he  would  first  take  the 
question  upon  the  gross  reduction  to  845,000. 

Air.  Pratt  argued  at  some  length  in  favor  of 
making  a  saving  in  this  department,  when  it 
could  be  done,  as  had  been  plainly  shown.  When 
Mr.  Doogue  first  came  in  as  Superintendent, 
there  were  no  tools  and  no  tropical  plants,  but 
the  department  was  ruu  for  $45,000,  and  a  large 
supply  of  tools  and  plants  is  on  hand.  Certainly 
he  could  get  along  with  the  samp  amount  now. 

Mr.  Gove  moved  to  amend  so  the  appropriation 
would  be  $35,000. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19  said  that  last  year 
$5000  was  appropriated  for  trees,  but  the  commit- 
tee spent  it  in  the  tegular  routine  work  of  the  de- 
partment, labor,  teaming  etc.  He  cited  the  case 
of  last  year  where  $1800  was  appropriated  for 
painting,  and  he  brought  in  a  man  who  would  do 
it  for  $600.  He  called  attention  to  the  state  nents 
of  witnesses  at  the  hearing,  that  an  independent 
man  could  run  the  department  for  $30,000.  The 
present  Superintendent  told  him  two  years  ago 
that  he  was  forced  by  the  committee  to  put  men 
on  the  work  for  whom  he  had  nothinir  to  do.  If 
that  committee  employed  men  who  publicly  said 
they  would  cheat  the  city,  it  is  about  time  to 
break  it  up. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13  called  attention  to  Mr. 
Guild's  evidence  at  the  hearing,  showing  that  in 
1878  the  appropriation  was  entirely  too  small  for 
the  necessary  work  in  the  department. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  ot  Ward  1G  said  there  were  many 
fences  that  needed  painting.  He  did  n't  know 
but  It  would  take  $2000  to  repaint  those  in  South 
Boston.  He  thought  the  appropriation  ought  to 
be  granted. 

Mr.  Hagar  thought  something  might  be  saved, 
but  did  not  like  the  two  extremes.  He  moved 
that  the  amount  be  $54,000. 

Mr.  Parkman,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Maguire,  quoted 
from  the  Superintendent's  report  to  snow  that 
the  appropriation  for  trees  last  year  was  actually 
spent  in  setting  out  new  trees,  and  that  the  labor 
in  teaming  referred  to  was  in  connection  with 
that  work.  He  also  alluded  to  a  report  of  a  special 
committee  last  year  on  the  subject  of  contract 
work,  in  which  Alaguire  signed  the  report  against 
the  contract  system,  and  moved  to  substitute  it 
for  the  majority  reporr.  He  thought  Mr.  Ma- 
guire' i  course  on  the  subject  had  been  rather 
inconsistent,  as  he  was  now  trying  to  do  what  he 
opposed  then. 

Mr.  Maguire  said  he  did  not  want  gentlemen  to 
understand  that  he  had  sat  there  two  years  with- 
out learning  anything.  He  had  learned  several 
things  since  he  had   neen  there. 

Mr.  Pratt  advocated  his  amendment  in  detail 
and  urged  upon  the  Council  the  importance  of 
saving  even  §14,000. 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  Council  voted 
in  favor  of  $59,000  as  in  the  bill— 33  for,  27 
against. 

Mr.  Pratt  moved  to  reconsider,  saying  he 
thought  the  Council  would  have  voted  different- 
ly if  the  question  had  been  a  little  differently 
stated. 

Air.  Whitmore  moved  the  previous  question  on 
the   motion   to   reconsider,   as   he  thought  the 


friends  of  Mr.  Reardon  had   had   every  opportu- 
nity. 

The  President  ruled  the  motion  for  the  previous 
question  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Pratt  objected  to  being  designated  as  a 
friend  of  Mr.  Reardon. 

Mr.  Whitmore  withdrew  the  remark,  saying  he 
did  not  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  had 
within  the  last  few  minutes  shown  himself  any 
friend  of  Mr.  Reardon. 

Mr.  Pratt  explained  that  he  objected  to  the 
term  because  it  is  not  parliamentary,  and  not  be- 
cause of  the  sense  in  which  it  was  used. 

Mr.  Gomez  of  Ward  13  opposed  the  reconsider- 
ation, He  had  voted  to  give  Mr.  Reardon  a  hear- 
ing in  a  spirit  of  fair  play.  From  the  testimony 
it  is  apparent  that  the  work  cannot  be  done  for 
$30,000. 

The  reconsideration  was  lost  by  a  yea  and  nay 
vote. 

Yeas  —  Messrs.  Bartlett,  Beal,  Bowker,  Boyle, 
H.  Clapp,  Cotton,  Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell,  Ford, 
Gove,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Huntress,  Lovell,  Maguire, 
Mathews,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett, 
Pope,  Pratt,  Smith,  Teevan,  Vlles,  Wakefield, 
Williams— 27. 

Nays  —  Messrs.  Barry,  Bigelow,  Bnmbecom, 
Brown,  Child,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Connell,  Costello, 
Cronin,  Daly,  Dana,  Devliu,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J. 
Doherty,  Dudley,  Fick,  Fitzpatrick,  Freeman, 
Goinez, Greenough,  Hagar,  Harding, Hart,  Lauten, 
Means,  Murphy,  ParKman,  Powers,  Pray,  Quig- 
ley,  Rogers,  Rosnosky,  Swan,  Walsh,  "  Welch, 
Wharton,  Wheeler,  Whitmore— 38. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Conlin,  Denney, 
McCormick,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  J.  A.  McLaughlin, 
McNainara — 6. 

Contingent  Funds— 816,900. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Mr.  Williams  of  Ward 
11,  Mr.  Hart  explained  that  this  appropriation 
had  been  placed  just  where  it  was  by  the  appro- 
priation of  last  year  and  the  additions  by  trans- 
fers since.    It  is  equal  to  what  has  been  used. 

Mr.  Whitmore  suggested  that,  last  year  they  en- 
d  eavored  to  reduce  them  to  the  level  of  the  eco- 
n  omical  Democratic  administration  of  the  pre- 
cedingyear. 

Incidentals— $60,000. 

This  item  was  passed — yeas  59,  nays  0. 
Public   Buildings— $91,500. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  amend  by  adding  the 
following  to  items  in  said  appropriation: 

For  the  renovation  of  the  Old  State  House  for 
tee  purpose  of  its  occupancy  by  such  city  de- 
partments as  may  be  assigned  there,  $35,000. 

Mr.  Whitmore  explained  that  the  lease  of  this 
building  would  expire  this  year,  and  the  question 
must  be  determined  by  theCity  Council  whether 
it  will  be  renewed,  or  for  what  other  purpose  the 
building  shall  be  used.  The  question  was  consid- 
ered five  years  ago,  some  proposing  that  the 
building  be  removed,  but  in  view  of  the  depres- 
sion of  business  it  was  deemed  best  to  repair  it, 
and  that  was  done.  The  old  portico  was  removed, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  the  roof,  tho  building 
now  appears  very  much  like  what  it  originally 
was  (arid  in  illustration  of  this  he  exhibited  to 
members  a  picture  of  the  State  House  of  the 
olden  time).  He  thought  that  several  depart- 
ments could  be  accommodated  in  that 
building,  and  that  it  should  be  preserved  for 
public  purposes,  so  that  the  public  could 
visit  it  and  strangers  could  enjoy  it.  He  had 
consulted  with  the  Ci  y  Architect  and  ascer- 
tained that  considerable  repairs  were  needed  and 
certainly  would  be  required  before  it  could  be 
profitably  leased.  He  wanted  the  Council  to  un- 
derstand that  this  is  a  precious  relic,  is  worth 
preserving  and  can  be  preserved.  If  we  ever  in- 
tend to  occupy  the  building  for  public  purposes 
so  that  it  may  be  preserved  and  seen  by  our  de- 
scendants, we  must  spend  some  money  upon  It. 

Mr.  Wharton  thought  a  committee  should  con- 
sider this  large  expenditure,  and  moved  to  refer 
the  amendment  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings. 

The  President  ruled  the  motion  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Lovell  thought  Mr.  Whitmore  had  made  an 
exhaustive  argument.  He  did  not  believe  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  would  make  use 
of  any  whitewash. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14  said  the  matter  had  never 
been  before  the  committee  properly,  but  he 
thought  a  majority  of  them  are  in  favor  of  tem- 
porary repairs,  and  against  spending  $35,000. 

Mr.  Greenough  said  he  rather  favored  the 
action  proposed  by  Mr.  Wharton,  hut  should  vote 
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with  the  gentleman  from  "Ward  12.  What  that 
gentleman  had  said  is  eminently  worthy  the 
attention  of  the  Council.  The  building  is  of  no 
credit  to  the  city.  It  should  be  put  in  good  re- 
pair aud  preserved  for  public  purposes.  The  mat- 
ter can  go  into  the  appropriation  bill  now  and  be 
finally  decided  upon  hereafter.  He  was  glad  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  brought  it  forward. 

Mr.  Pratt  thought  it  was  a  shame  that  the  old 
State  House  should  ever  have  beenl  eased  for 
business  purposes,  [t  should  be  cherished  as  an 
old  landmark  which  the  city  will  lake  pride  in. 
Any  one  who  has  been  in  Philadelphia  and  seen 
the  old  State  House  will  realize  the  propriety  of 
preserving  these  ancient  buildings  just  as  they 
were.  If  the  old  State  House  could  be  restored 
more  nearly  to  its  ancient  appearance  it  will  be 
very  desirable.  He  would  like  to  have  the  pil- 
lory ana  the  whipping  post  there  just  as  they 
were,  and  have  the  roof  made  just  as  it  was. 
Matters  of  sentiment  are  worth  something  even 
if  they  cost  money. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Whitmore  was  adopted. 

Public  Park,  Back  Bay— $302,000. 

This  item  was  passed— yeas  51,  nays  1— Mr. 
Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  voting  nay. 

Schools  and  t-  choolhouses — $1,605,760. 

Mr.  Pratt  called  attention  to  the  report  of  the 
Commitcee  on  Public  Instruction,  offered  earlier 
in  the  evening. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  explained  that  he 
had  read  that  report  and  withdrew  his  objection 
previously  intimated.  He  did  not  wish  to  have 
the  City  Council  committed  in  any  way  to  closing 
the  schools.  He  thought  the  expenses  of  the 
School  Committee  could  be  reduced,  if  their  busi- 
ness was  as  economically  done  as  that  of  other  de- 
partments of  the  Govejnment. 

Mr.  Swan  of  Ward  24  moved  to  amend  by  mak- 
ing the  item  $53,760  for  salaries  of  officers,  School 
Committee,  $38,760.  His  object  was  to  dispense 
with  five  supervisors,  aud  save  $15,000.  The 
School  Committee  uad  said  that  the  City  Council 
had  never  suggested  a  wav  for  them  to  econo- 
mize, and  Mr.  Swan  offered  that  amendment  as 
a  suggestion  to  them.  He  thought  there  was  too 
much  supervision  by  both  the  masters  and  the 
supervisors,  and  the  latter  was  rather  expensive. 
A  snpervisor  visited  the  school  in  his  section  but 
once  in  three  months,  and  the  school  would  have 
been  as  well  off  without  the  visit. 

Mr.  Gove  said  the  misfortune  about  this  thing 
was  they  could  not  help  themselves,  the  School 
Committee  could  go  on  and  employ  these  parties, 
and  the  money  has  got  to  be  forthcoming  from 
the  city. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  asked  if  the  City  Council 
had  any  control  over  the  fixing  of  the  salaries, 
and  Mr.  Wharton  replied  they  had  none. 

Mr.  Swan  asked  what  tb«  matter  was  there  for 
at  all,  if  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Mr.  Pratt  explained  the" appropriation  as  com- 
pared with  that  of  last  year,  and  as  stated  in  tlie 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates. 
The  City  Council  had  no  control  of  the  matter  ex- 
cept to  close  the  schools  after  the  statutory  time 
had  expired,  or  the  appropriation  had  been  ex- 
hausted. He  thought  the  plan  of  passing  an  ap- 
propriation as  recommended,  and  sending  to  the 
School  Committee  the  protest  of  the  City  Council, 
would  leave  the  matter  in  a  dignified  position, 
and  that  was  as  far  as  they  should  go. 

Mr.  Lovell  inquired  what  difference  it  made 
whether  they  appropriated  any  money  or  not. 

Mr.  Pratt  explained  that  the  City  Council  are 
required  to  appropriate  enough  money  to  main- 
tain the  schools  for  the  statutory  time.  If  they 
should  not  appropriate  any  money,  the  School 
Committee  will  be  put  to  tiie  trouble  of  getting 
people  to  carry  on  the  schools  who  could  wait 
and  obtain  their  money  in  a  suit  against  the  city. 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures— $7005. 
Mr.  Hart  sent  the  following  to  the  Chair,  which 
was  read : 

City  of  Boston, 

Office  of  the  Clerk  of  Committees,  ] 

City  Hall,  March  24, 1881. 

Alfred  T.    Turner,  Esq.,  Auditor  of  Accounts  : 

Dear  Sir— The  Committee   on   Markets,  Weights 

and  Measures  request  that  $2000  be  added  to  the 

estimate   for   the   Department  of   Weights  and 

Measures  for  the  financial  year  1881-82. 

The  additional  amount  is  rendered  necessary 
by  a  proposed  change  in  the  method  of  carrying 
on  the  work  of  the  department. 


If  granted,  the  income  from  the  department 
may  be  estimated  at  $4000. 

By  order  of  the  Committee, 
[Signed]  Lucius  Sla.de, 

Chairman. 

In  accordance  with  the  above,  Mr.  Hart  moved 
that  the  amount  be  made  $9005,  and  he  explained 
that  under  the  proposed  system  they  would  ex- 
amine the  scales  and  measures  at  the  places  of 
business,  and  be  paid  in  fees  which  would  be 
turned  into  the  treasury. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 
Widening  and  Extending  Streets,  $445,000. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1  moved  to  strike  out  the 
item  of  $130,000  for  the  Harrison-avenue  exten- 
sion, from  Essex  street  to  Bedford  street.  He 
deprecated  the  idea  of  extending  this  avenue 
down  into  a  narrow  street,  which  would  not  pre- 
vent blockades  there. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  this  measure  had  been  fully 
considered  before,  and  the  sentiment  of  the  Coun- 
cil was  decidedly  in  favor  of  it.  The  amount  of 
betterments  would  be  equal  to  the  cost,  and  there 
will  be  a  large  amount  of  unproductive  property 
brought  into  the  market  and  increased  in  value. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  opposed  the  appropriation  for 
Harrison-avenue  extension.  The  Street  Commis- 
sioners ought  to  complete  street  extensions  that 
have  already  been  begun.  South  street  needs 
completing  more  than  Harrison  avenue  needs 
widening.  If  this  was  to  come  out  into  a  wide 
street  he  would  not  object. 

Mr.  Clapp  was  surprised  at  the  course  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  1  had  taken.  After  being  so 
actively  in  favor  of  saving  the  city  money  by 
taking  Mr.  Reardon's  offer,  he  opposed  this  op- 
portunity to  make  a  good  improvement  at  almost 
no  expense,  besides  opening  up  quite  a  large  ter- 
ritory to  the    market  which  is  now  of  little  value. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bigelow,  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 

The  appropriation,  as  reported,  was  passed — 47 
for. 

The  several  orders  in  the  appropriation  bill 
were  amended  as  previously  "indicated  and 
passed.  The  order  laying  a  specific  tax  was 
amended  and  passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a 
reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost.    Sent  up. 

DECORATION  DAY. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21  the  snecial 
assignments  for  eight  o'clock,  viz.,  invitation  of 
Post  26  aud  Suffolk  County  Association,  G.  A.  K., 
to  unite  in  their  services  on  Decoration  Dav.were 
accepted. 

THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8,  the 
rule  was  suspended,  and  be  offered  an  order — 
That  when  this  Council  adjourns  it  be  to  meet  on 
Friday,  April  8,  at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M. 

Mr.  Wheeler  inquired  what  year  it  was  in. 

The  President  said  the  year  was  not  mentioned. 

Mr.  Swan  offered  to  amend  by  substituting  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  when  we  adjourn  it  be  to  meet 
on  Friday  evening,  April  8,  1881,  at  7y2  o'clock 
P.  M. 

The  substitute  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed.  Mi.  Swan  moved  a  recon- 
sideration, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Mr.  Walsh  of  Ward  3  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 
CJIARLESTOWN  ALMSHOUSE. 

Mr.  Rogers  of  Ward  22  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment, viz.: 

Report  and  order  for  tbe  discontinuance  of  the 
Cbarlestown  Almshouse,  and  the  removal  of  the 
inmates  to  Raiusfora  island  and  Austin  Farm, 
provided  there  shall  be  no  separation  of  hus- 
bands and  wives  where  both  are  inmates. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10  further 
considerate  in  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Devlin  hoped  members  would  visit  the 
Charlestowu  Almshouse  and  see  the  condition  it 
was  in. 

Mr.  Cotton  desired  it  to  be  remembered  that  the 
hou*e  was  given  to  the  city  of  Boston  by  Charles- 
town  in  good  condition,  aud  if  tbey  had  let  it  get 
out  of  repair  it  was  the  fault  of  Boston. 

Action  on  the  subject  was  taken  later  in  the 
session. 

OPEN-AIR  CONCERTS. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19  called  up  the  special 
assignment,  viz.: 

Order  for  a  special  committee  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  free  concerts  on  the  Common  aud  pub- 
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lie  grounds,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $2000; 
with  a  proposed  amendment  to  have  such 
arrangements  made  by  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon, etc. 

Mr.  Maguire  thought  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon would  have  enough  to  attend  to  and  he  made 
a  comparison  of  the  concerts  furnished  the  previ- 
ous years  by  the  special  committee  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common,  showing  an  economical  bal- 
ance in  favor  of  the  former. 

Mr.  Barry  said  the  matter  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  Committee  on  common  last  year,  and  he  had 
offered  the  amendment  to  have  the  same  com- 
mittee attend  to  it  this  year. 

Mr.  Wheeler  favored  Mr.  Barry's  proposal  and 
thought  a  special  committee  should  not  be  ap- 
pointed unless  there  is  some  good  reason  for  it. 

Mr.  Devlin  said  the  matter  is  practically  in  the 
management  of  the  City  Messenger.  The  com- 
mittee send  for  a  band  master  and  ascertain 
what  can  be  done,  and  the  details  are  left  to  the 
City  Messenger  to  carry  out  to  a  great  extent, 
with  the  approval  of  the  committee  and  under 
their  direction. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  thought  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon had  had  enough  to  do  this  year  with  the 
Reardon  investigation  without  troubling  them 
with  any  more  extra  work. 

Mr.  Greenough  said  he  was  on  the  special  com- 
mittee two  years  ago  and  thought  there  was 
hardly  work  enough  to  require  the  appointment 
of  a  special  committee. 

Mr.  Gove  favored  the  special  committee,  think- 
ing they  had  given  better  music  and  better  satis- 
faction. 

Mr.  Pratt  moved  to  amend  the  order  so  that  the 
expense  should  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Common  and  Squares. 

Mr.  Whitmore  suggested  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Pratt,  so  that  the  committee 
should  be  directed  to  contract  with  John 
Reardon. 

Air.  Devlin  opposed  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Maguire  favored  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  lost— 11  for,  25  against. 

The  substitute  order,  placing  the  matter  in  the 
hands  of  the  Committee  on  Common,  was  passed 
—30  for,  11  against.  The  order  as  amended  was 
ordered  io  a  second  reading.  Mr.  Barry  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  and  the  order  was  passed— 
yeas  50,  nays  8. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barry,  Bartlett,  Beal,  Bigelow, 
Bowker.  Brimbecom,  Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp, 
II.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Connell,  Costello,  Cotton, 
Daly,  Devlin,  C.F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley, 
Emery,  Farwell,  Fisk,  Fitzpatrick,  Ford,  Free- 
man, Greenough.  Hagar,  Hart,  Hilton,  Huntress, 
Lauten,  Lovell,  Mathews,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P. 
Moriison,  Parkman,  Pope,  Powers,  Quigley,  Rog- 
ers, Rosnosky,  Smith,  Viles,  "Wakefield,  Walsh, 
Welch,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Whitmore,  Williams— 
50. 

Nays— Messrs.  Boyle,  Cronin,  Eddy,  Gove,  Hos- 
ley,  Maguire,  Pratt,  Swa:  — 8. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Dana,  Denney, 
Gomez,  Harding,  McConnick,  J.  A.  McLaugh- 
lin, P.  J.  McLaughlin,  McNauiara,  Means,  Mul- 
lett,  Murphy,  Pray,  Teevan— 13. 

Mr.  Barry  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Connell  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

PETITIONS     PRESENTED. 

Petitions  were  received  and  referred  as  follows: 
For  leave  to  erect  wooden  buildings  by  Jones  & 
Cook,  520  East  Second  street,  near  H  street,  Ward 
14;  by  Eli  W.  Hoyt.  two  buildings  on  Saratoga 
street,  near  Riverside  street,  Ward  1. 

Severally   referred   to   the  Committee  on   the 
Joint  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 
RECORD  COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  the  Record  Commissioners  be  directed  to 
have  the  first  volume  of  their  reports  reprinted 
and  stereotyped,  and  to  prepare  and  distribute 
an  edition  of  the  same  in  the  same  manner  as 
other  volumes  have  been  issued;  the  expense  of 
the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Printing.  Passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  re- 
consideration, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.  Lost. 
Sent  up. 


PROPOSED    VISIT    TO    CHARLESTOWN    ALMSHOUSE. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order — 
That  the  City  Messenger  be  directed  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  a  visit  of  the  Common  Council  to 
the  Charlestown  Almshouse  and  Austin  Farm  on 
Friday,  April  8, 1881;  the  expense  attending  the 
same  to  be  charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Common  Council. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading.  Mr. 
Fitzpatrick  moved  to  suspend  the  rule.  Carried — 
34  for,  12  against. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rosnosky,  the  order  was 
amended  by  making  the  date  Wednesday,  April 
6,  and  as  amended  was  passed. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

HOLIDAY    FOR    EMPLOYES    ON    FAST   DAY. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19  offered  an  order— That 
all  employes  of  the  city  have  a  vacation  on  Fast 
Day,  April  7,  1881,  without  loss  of  pay;  except 
police,  firemen  and  the  employes  of  the  terries 
and  bridges. 

Read  twice  and  passed.  Mr.  Maguire  moved  a 
reconsideration.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

IMPROVED  SEWERAGE. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  be  author- 
ized to  advance  $10,000  of  the  retained  percentage 
on  the  contract  of  William  C.  Poland  &  Son  for 
building  Section  3  outfall  sewer  and  Moon  Island 
Reservoir. 

Mr.  Clapp  said  this  was  an  order  similar  to  one 
passed  at  the  last  meeting.  The  committee  are 
unanimous. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  specially  assign  to  the 
next  meeting  at  8.15,  stating  that  this  was  the 
second  case  of  letting  people  off  from  their  con- 
tracts, and  he  would  not  like  to  vote  for  it  unless 
he  had  an  opportunity  to  look  it  up. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  said  that  if  this  matter  was  to  be 
discussed,  he  had  figures  and  statements  enough 
to  occupy  the  Council  an  hour,  and  he  suggested 
that  it  better  go  over,  as  the  hour  was  late. 

The  order  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  8.15. 

CORPORATION  COUNSEL. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order — That 
a  committee  of  three,  with  such  as  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  may  join,  be  appointed  a  special  com- 
mittee to  nominate  a  corporation  counsel. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  the  order  was 
amended  so  that  it  should  be  in  the  usual  form— 

"That  Messrs. ,  with  such  as  the  Board  of 

Aldermen  may  join,  be  a  committee,"  etc. 

Mr.  Wharton  asked  if  the  ordinance  providing 
for  a  corporation  counsel  had  become  a  law,  and 
Mr.  Wheelsr  said  that  it  had  passed  both  branch- 
es, and  been  sent  to  the  Mayor  today. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  further  consider- 
ation of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting,  at  8.30  o'clock. 

REFERENCE   LIBRARY. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  offered  an  order — 
That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be  re- 
quested to  consider  the  expediency  of  providing 
suitable  accommodations  for  the  City  Hall  Refer- 
ence Library.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

SUPPLIES  FOR  PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  the  order 
for  the  Committee  on  Common  to  contract  for 
the  purchase  of  trees  for  public  grounds,  streets, 
etc.,  for  the  next  financial  year,  was  taken  from 
the  table  and  passed.  Mr.  Parkman  moved  a  re- 
consideration, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.  Lost. 
Sent  up. 

CHARLES   RIVER   EMBANKMENT. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order— That 
the  Park  Commissioners  be  requested  to  report 
what  advantages  can  be  gained  by  the  city  under 
chapter  92  of  the  acts  of  1881,  entitled  "An  act  in 
addition  to  an  act  for  the  laying  out  of  public 
parks  in  or  near  the  city  of  Boston,"  and  what 
would  he  the  probable  cost  of  the  land,  dock  and 
wharf  property  lying  within  the  limits  described 
in  said  act,  and  not  now  belonging  to  the  city. 
Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Freeman,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Parks.    Sent  up. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1, 
and  stood  adjourned  to  Friday,  April  8,  at  7.30 
o'clock  P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL   4,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE   APPOINTMENTS. 

Inspector  and  Weigher  of  Bundle  Hay— Pat- 
rick Dunn.     Confirmed. 

Weigher  of  Coal— Joseph  H.  Eaton.  Con- 
firmed. 

Public  Weighers— Edward  B.  Wolstou,  Edward 
Wolley,,  Henry  B.  Parker  and  Patrick  Waters. 
Confirmed. 

Fire  Commissioner  for  three  years— Edward  A. 
White.    Confirmed.    Sent  down. 

Trustee  of  the  Public  Library  for  five  years- 
Samuel  A.  B.  Abbott.    Confirmed.    Sent  down. 

COMMITTEE  VACANCIES  FILLED. 

The  Chairman  announced  the  appointment  of 
Alderman  Frost  on  the  committees  on  East  Bos- 
ten  Ferries  and  Nomination  of  Trustees  of  Mt. 
Hope  Cemetery  in  place  of  Mr.  Flynn.  Sent 
down. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows: 

Henry  Pfaff,- new  wooden,  twenty  horses,  rear 
75  Pynchon  street,  Ward  22. 

Joseph  Houghton,  new  wooden,  two  horses, 
rear  18  Perrin  street,  Ward  21. 

G.  F.  Kurkhardr,  new  wooden,  sixty  cows  and 
three  horses,  Baker  street,  near  Weld  street. 

Eli  Hoyt,  new  wooden,  six  horses,  Saratoga 
street,  near  Winthrop  Bridge,  Ward  1. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Catharine 
Hanson,  to  be  paid  damages  for  personal  injuries 
received  by  reason  of  an  alleged  defect  in  Harri- 
son avenue,  Jan.  27, 1*81. 

Marita  M.  I.ibbey,  to  be  paid  damages  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  by  reason  of  an  alleged 
defect  in  Ninth  street,  Feb.  28.  1881. 

Ellen  O'Donnell,  to  be  paid  for  personal  inju- 
ries received  by  a  lall  on  Chelsea  street,  East 
Boston,  Jan.  28,'l881. 

To  tin  Committee  on  Sewers.  John  W.  Hollis 
et  al.,  tor  a  sewer  in  Cambridge  street  as  tar  as 
Brighton  avenue. 

Iinel:  et  al.,  fc  a  sewer  in  Harvard  ave- 
nue betweeu  Cambridge  street  and  Brighton 
avenue,  Ward  25. 

John  A.  Hey],  for  extension  of  the  sewer  in  D 
street,  otherwise  called  Rockview  street. 

Jon  n  Devine  et  al.,tur  a  sewer  in  Tremont 
street,  corner  Downer  street. 

Edward  A.  White,  trustee,  for  a  sewer  in  Co- 
lumbus avenue,  east  of  Berkeley  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Suvvey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  Charles  H. 
Marks,  lor  leave  to  project  a  lantern  from  build- 
ing G.'i8  Main  street,  Charleston n. 

To  the  Committee  on  Harbor.  Boston  Marine 
Society,  calling  attention  to  proposed  legislation 
looking  to  encroachments  upon  the  harbor,  and 
asking  for  cooperation  against  the  same. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Police.  Henry 
Bornstein  et  al.,  for  an  increase  in  the  police 
force  at  night  in   the  business  part  of  the  city. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Christopher  Make,  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Dorr  street,  near  Earl  street, 
Ward  15. 

Henry  Dudley,  to  enlarge  a  wooden  building  on 
Green  street,  corner  ol  Elm  street,  Ward  23. 

To  the  com  miller:  on  /■;,,,  r,iii  Ball,  James 
White  and  sixty-seven  others,  tbat  the  Congrega- 
tional Club  be  granted  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on 
May  i't  for  their  festival. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common.  Joseph  T.  Ry- 
an, for  better  protection  of  trees  on  Orchard 
Park. 

To  the  Street  Commissioners.  Theodore  G. 
Kimball  et  al.,  that  the  present  line  ol  houses  on 
St.  Charles  street  be  maintained  where  new 
houses  are  contemplated. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  New  York  & 
New  England  Railroad  Company,  for  a  cross-walk 
across  Federal  street  at  Summer  street. 

Stearns  &  George,  to  set  telegraph  poles  ou 
Atlantic  avenue  and  Oliver  street. 


Samuel  Little  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  a  por- 
tion of  the  cost  of  sprinkling  Warren  street, 
Ward  21. 

B.  F.  Bean,  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalk 
at  29  and  31  Clarence  street. 

Leopold  Morse  et  al.,  for  flagging  crossing 
across  Beacon  street  at  Brimmer  street. 

J.  Austin  Rogers  et  al.,  that  the  city  would  de- 
fray a  portion  of  the  expense  of  sprinkling  Eliot 
square. 

Wild  &  Richards  et  al.,  that  a  change  be  made 
in  the  location  of  tracks  of  the  Middlesex  Rail- 
road Company  on  Medford  street,  Charlestown. 

William  Pope  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  a  part 
of  the  cost  of  sprinkling  Commercial  Park,  Beach 
and  Mill  streets,  Dorchester. 

M.  S.  P.  Pollard  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  a 
portion  of  the  cost  of  sprinkling  Savin  Hill  ave- 
nue, Dorchester. 

Christian  Abe,  for  leave  to  insert  a  horse  post 
in  sidewalk  of  Bennington  street. 

Silas  Stevens  and  others,  in  behalf  of  Alexander 
McMurtrie  as  a  street  sprinkler  in  this  city. 

Brush  Electric  Lighting  Company,  to  make 
changes  in  the  location  of  electric  lights  to  be  lo- 
cated in  Scollay  square  and  vicinity. 

Ellen  D.  Deacev,  for  abatement  of  edgestone 
and  sidewalk  assessment  against  Timothy  Deacey 
heirs,  94  Dover  street. 

B.  Dooley,  for  edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk  at 
97  Smith  street,  and  f  >r  brick  sidewalk  at68  Smith 
street. 

American  Bell  Telephone  Company,  for  leave  to 
erect  poles  in  certain  streets  in  East  Boston. 

CHARLES  RIVER  STREET  RAILWAY. 

The  following  was  received: 
The  undersigned  citizens  of  Cambridge  re- 
spectfully represent  to  your  honorable  Board 
that  they  have  taken  the  nreliminary  steps 
towards  forming  a  corporation  for  the  purpose 
of  locating,  constructing,  maintaining  and  ooer- 
ating  a  street  railway  for  public  use  in  the  con- 
veyance of  persons,  in  accordance  with  chap 
ter  29  of  the  acts  and  resolves  of  the  year 
1874,  and  all  acts  in  amendment  thereof.  The 
name  of  said  corporation  is  the  "Charles  River 
Street  Railway  Company,"  and  the  location  of 
said  railwav,  as  proposed,  is  in  Cambridge,  Som- 
erville  and  Boston.  The  eastern  terminus  thereof 
is  to  be  in  Boston  at  or  near  the  Cottage  Farm 
Station,  so  called,  on  the  line  of  the  Boston  & 
Albanv  Railroad,  and  the  southwest-rly  terminus 
is  to  be  at  a  point  on  Western  avenue,  in  the 
Brighton  District,  in  said  Bosron,  at  or 
near  the  Watertown  Bridge,  and  notice  is 
hereby  given  that  as  soon  as  the  said 
organization  is  completed  they  will  ap- 
ply to  your  honorable  Board  tor  a  location  of  their 
said  railway  from  the  said  eastern  terminus  at  or 
near  said  Coitage  Farm  Station  to  the  dividing 
line  between  Bostoj  and  Cambridge  upon  or  near 
the  Brookline  Bridge,  so  called,  and  also  a  loca- 
tion from  the  southwesterly  terminus  as  afore- 
said, through  Western  Avenue  and  North  Har- 
vard street  to  a  point  upon  or  near  Brighton 
Bridge,  so  called,  at  the  dividing  line  between 
Boston  and  Cambridge,  with  such  variations  and 
alterations  as  the  convenience  of  the  citizens  may 
require  and  the  judgment  of  your  honorable  Board 
may  suggest. 

Dated  at  Cambridge  this  thirtieth  day  of  March, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one. 

Samuel  L.  Montague,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
H.  O.  Houghton,  "  " 

J  as    M.  W.  Hall,  "  " 

lie".  D.  Rice,  "  " 

D.  Gilbert  Dexter,  "  " 

Edwin  B.  Hale,  "  " 

Charles  E.  Raymond,  "  ■' 

Chas.  Theo.  Russell,  "  " 

Chailes  C.  Read,  "  " 

Walter  S.  Swan,  "  " 

Michael  Barrett,  "  " 

Edw'd   Hyde,  "  " 

Wm    H.Raymond,  "  " 

Sani'l  Noyes,  Jr.,  ".  >' 

Curtis  Davis,  "  " 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

HEARING   ON  SEWER. 

A  hearing  was  had,  in  accordance  with  orders 
returnable  this  day,  on  the  expediency  of  con- 
structing a  sewer,  as  follows:  On  proposed  taking 
of  land  of  Continental  National  Bank  et  al.,  for 
the  construction  of  a  sewer  from  Bellevue  street 
to  Hancock  street. 
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JJo  objection.  Recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Sewers. 

HIGHLAND    RAILWAY. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  petition  of  Highland 
Street  Railway  Company  tor  tracks  in  Canal 
street  from  Causeway  street  to  Haymarket  square. 

P.  A.  Collins  appeared  for  abutters  on  Canal 
street  and  others  to  remonstrate. 

S.  Lincoln,  Jr.,  appeared  for  the  Boston  & 
Maine  Railroad  Company  as  a  remonstrant. 

Moody  Merrill,  president,  appeared  for  the  pe- 
titioner, and  reviewed  the  action  of  the  Board 
granting  the  location  to  the  Boston  &  Maine 
Railroad  depot.  He  presented  three  plans  of  the 
location,  having  drawn  tbem  in  the  hope  of  satis- 
tying  Mr.  White,  the  president  of  the  Boston  & 
Maine  Railroad.  He  desired  such  plan  adopted 
as  the  Board  deemed  best  lor  the  interests  of  all 
concerned.  There  is  a  pressure  for  such  a  short 
route  to  the  northern  depots.  He  presented  peti- 
tions in  aid  of  the  petition  as  follows: 
■  Francis  J.  Ward  and  277  others. 
-  Dr.  Arthur  H.  Nichols  and  272  others. 

Rev.  Robert  G.  Seymour  and  240  others. 

Cha.les  J.  Prescott  and  328  others. 

Rev.  A.  A.  Miner  and  278  others. 

Samuel  D.  Crane  ana  326  others. 

Rev.  C.  B.  Crane  and  280  others. 

He  also  read  a  letter  from  Lucius  B.  Marsh,  the 
president  of  the  Eastern  Railroad,  the  manager 
of  the  Lowell  Railroad,  and  others.  Two  years 
ago  the  then  president  of  the  Eastern  Railroad 
urged  him  to  petition  for  a  location  to  the  north- 
ern depots.  Wholly  unsolicited  by  him,  the  coun- 
sel tor  the  Lowell  and  Eastern  roads  had  come 
here  to  favor  this  location.  He  thought  he  should 
be  able  to  show  there  is  no  objection  to 
the  location,  and  that  the  objections  of  the 
abutters  are  trivial.  If  the  abutters  at  the  end 
of  six  months  show  there  is  any  sufficient  objec- 
tion to  the  location,  he  would  agree  to  take  up  the 
track;  and  this  he  was  authorized  by  the  direc- 
tors to  say.  He  had  facts  and  figures  to  show 
that  the  location  was  perfectly  feasible.  He  then 
called  Mr.  Samuel  T.  Cobb  to  show  the  feeling  in 
the  Highland  district. 

Mr.  Cobb  said  that  for  the  last  year  and  a  half 
people  at  the  Highlands  had  wanted  him  to 
"ding"  at  the  company  about  this  location.  It  is 
the  universal  desire  of  citizens  of  the  Highlands 
that  this  extension  be  made.  There  are  no  depot 
cars  from  Mt.  Pleasant,  and  the  circuitous 
route  they  have  to  take  is  very  uncertain 
and  inconvenient.  They  thought  the  company 
had  not  done  what  they  ought  to  in  meeting  the 
wishes  of  the  Highland  people,  in  not  asking  for 
this  location  a  year  ago. 

D.  L.  Sheerer  said  he  represented  Mr.  Paine,  at 
the  corner  of  Canal  and  Market  streets,  and 
they  favored  the  location  as  a  great  convenience 
to  people  going  to  the  depots.  He  had  a  half  in- 
terect  in  the  building.  [To  Mr.  Collins]— If  there 
are  15%  feet  between  the  track  and  curb  it  will 
be  no  disadvantage  to  his  building.  The  advan- 
tage to  them  is  to  bring  people  there  to  trade. 

Mr.  Collins  asked  Mr.  Merrill  what  objection 
there  was  to  his  cars  going  through  Haverhill 
street,  the  same  as  the  Metropolitan  and  South 
Boston  cars  do,  and  Mr.  Merrill  said  it  was  a 
shorter  route  and  avoided  Causeway  street.  It 
will  be  a  saving  to  the  company  to  own  its  own 
track,  and  he  wanted  to  avoid  the  muss  that  often 
takes  place  on  Causeway  street.  After  the  con- 
troversy on  Columbus  avenue,  he  had  said  he  saw 
no  reason  to  apply  for  the  privilege  of  running 
over  the  tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  for  two  or  three 
years.  But  he  would  prefer  his  own  track  here  to 
a  free  route  over  the  Metropolitan  tracks.  If  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  public  preferred  them 
to  go  over  the  other  tracks  they"  would  go,  of 
course.  He  had  not  paid  a  dollar  to  any  one  for 
getting  the  petitions. 

Colonel  George,  counsel  for  the  Lowell  road, 
appeared  in  behalf  of  that  and  the  Eastern  road 
to  suggest  that  it  is  an  absolute  essentiality  that 
there  should  be  more  horse  railroads  between  the 
northern  depots  and  other  sections  of  the  city. 
In  1880,  3,292,000  paying  passengers  were  taken 
to  and  from  Boston  on  the  Eastern  road;  in 
187G,  there  were  2,439,000— an  increase  of  about 
800,000  in  four  years.  Jn  1880  the  Lowell  road 
brought  in  and  carried  out  2,504,056;  in  1876, 1,555,- 
748— an  increase  of  1,008,308.  He  spoke  of  the 
present  system  of  horse  cars  to  the  depots,  the 
great  delay  to  horse-car  passengers  en  route  for 
the  depots  via  Haverhill  street  on  account  of  the 
Causeway-street   crossing,  and   emphasized   the 


necessity  for  as  direct  transportation  as  possible 
from  the  depots  to  the  business  and  other  parts 
of  the  city.  We  hope  the  petition  will  be  granted, 
because  it  tends  in  that  direction. 
Mr.  Merrill  here  rested  his  case. 
Mr.  Lincoln,  for  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad 
Company,  said  he  did  not  appear  to  obstruct  pub- 
lic convenience,  but  his  clients  believed  the 
Haverhili-street  route  would  better  accommodate 
the  public  than  the  one  proposed  in  this  petition. 
The  granting  of  the  petition  will  prove  a  delusion 
to  the  public.  The  cars  would  be  obstructed 
in  such  a  manner  that  a  passenger  who  once 
tried  the  route  would  never  do  so  again. 
He  explained  the  position  of  the  depot,  the 
Boston  &  Maine  buildings,  etc.,  on  the  pro- 
posed route.  The  Boston  &  Maine  road 
will  be  extremely  inconvenienced  by  the 
location  of  any  track  on  Canal  street  for  two  rea- 
sons— Eirst,  it  will  be  a  great  inconvenience  in 
the  delivery  of  hay  to  the  thirty-five  teams  which 
come  there  daily.  These  teams  are  long,  requir- 
ing twenty-two  to  twenty  live  feet  from  the  curb, 
and  there  are  only  thirty-seven  feet  from  curb  to 
curb.  There  are  half  a  dozen  of  these  teams 
there  receiving  nearly  all  the  time.  On  the  other- 
side  are  men  engaged  in  a  similar  occupation  of 
delivering  goods.  Second,  beyond  this  hay  shed 
are  two  of  their  principal  freight  houses,  and  all 
the  heavy  teams  to  and  from  them  pass  through 
Canal  street.  Between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock 
on  one  day  185  heavy  teams  passed  up 
and  down  that  street,  110  of  which  went  into 
the  Boston  &  Maine  freight  depots.  The  pe- 
titioners propose  to  have  a  turnout  at  the  end  of 
the  street,  which  will  further  complicate  the 
situation.  The  passage  of  the  cars  there  will  be 
vexatiously  slow  and  inconvenient  to  the  public. 
He  called  Furber,  the  general  manager  of  the 
road,  who  gave  in  detail  the  business  done  there, 
which  would  be  affected  by  the  complication  of 
travel  incident  to  granting  this  route.  The  stop- 
ping of  the  cars  will  be  very  damaging  to  the 
business  going  to  and  from  the  freight  houses  on 
Causeway  street.  [To  Mr.  Merrill]— To  have  the 
teams  stand  a  little  obliquely  will  be  a  great  in- 
convenience; teams  can  stand  sideways  and  load 
in  the  centre,  [To  Mr.  George]— The  heaviest 
blocks  in  that  vicinity  are  at  the  corner  of  Canal 
and  Causeway  streets. 

Mr.  Kenney,  general  freight  agent  of  the  Bos- 
ton &  Maine  Railroad  [called  by  Mr.  Lincoln], 
said  there  was  a  large  traffic  up  and  down  Cause- 
way and  Canal  streets,  at  the  corner  of  which 
there  are  frequent  blocks;  nine-tenths  of  the  traf- 
fic to  his  depot  came  through  Canal  street;  had 
seen  a  dozen  doors  at  the  hay  sheds  in  use  at 
once;  putting  a  horse-car  track  there  will  spoil 
the  whole  traffic  of  the  street.  [To  Mr.  Merrill]— 
Teams  could  load  while  standing  obliquely  or 
sideways;  he  could  not  make  the  teamsters  move 
without  a  policeman;  if  the  drivers  would  give  a 
little  accommodation  by  turning  their  horses, 
the  cars  could  pass. 

Mr.  Bennett  [called  by  Mr.  Lincoln]  an  owner  of 
several  teams  doing  business  with  the  Boston  & 
Maine  depot,  thought  the  track  would  be  a 
great  obstruction  to  the  heavy  teams;  there  are 
many  blocks  now,  and  will  be  more  if  the  cars  are 
allowed  there.  Canal  street  is  the  only  feasible 
approach  to  the  freight  depots  for  heavy  teams; 
scarcely  a  day  passes  without  a  block,  and  leaving 
the  cars  standing  at  tne  corner  of  Canal  and 
Causeway  streets  would  cause  a  great  obstruction; 
don't  think  the  cars  will  be  any  con- 
venience to  the  public,  as  the  cars 
will   stand   some     distance    from     the     depots. 

M.  G.  Kenney  [called  by  Mr.  Lincoln],  truck- 
man for  the  Pacific  Mills,  corroborated  the  state 
ments  of  Mr.  Bennett  in  relation  to  the  incon- 
venience to  the  heavy  teams,  the  crowded  state 
of  Canal  street,  the  blocks  at  the  corner  of  Canal 
and  Causeway  streets,  and  said  he  believed  the 
location  would  be  detrimental  to  every  interest 
centring  there.  The  standing  of  teams  obliquely 
will  gain  but  very  little.  There  is  not  enough 
room  for  the  traffic  there  now. 

John  Felt  Osgood  [called  by  Mr.  Lincoln]  said 
he  was  largely  interested  in  the  Highland  road 
and  a  director  in  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad. 
He  first  thought  this  would  be  a  good  chance  to 
get  ahead  of  the  Metropolitan  road,  but  after 
seeing  the  traffic  on  Canal  street  he  became  con- 
vinced it  would  not  be  a  convenience  to  the  High- 
land road  or  the  public,  and  would  be  a  great  ob- 
struction to  the  business  at  the  Boston  &  Maine 
Railroad. 

Mr.  Lincoln  here  rested  his  case. 
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Mr.  Collins,  counsel  for  certain  remonstrants, 
said  the  conditions  of  Canal  street  at  the  south- 
erly end  determined  its  condition  at  the  other 
end,  and  choking  it  at  one  end  necessitates  chok- 
ing it  at  the  other.  It  might  as  well  i>e  allowed  to 
erect  a  permanent  structure  in  Canal  street  as  to 
allow  a  horse  cai  to  stand  there.  The  petitioners 
in  aid  desired  to  go  to  the  northern  depots,  and 
the  Haverhill  street  route  will  accommodate  them 
as  well  as  this.  Every  owner  on  Canal  street,  ex- 
cept two,  oppose  this  location,  and  Mr.  Sheerer 
was  entrapped  into  coming  here  in  favor  of  the 
location  under  the  belief  that  tnere  was  to  be 
but  a  single  track.  More  capital  and  intelligence 
are  represented  by  the  remonstrants  than  by  the 
petitioners.  He  desired  to  impress  upon  the 
.Board  the  necessity  of  taking  care  of  business. 
Enough  has  been  dona  to  protect  horse  railroads; 
for  heaven's  sake  do  something  to  protect  business. 
The  case  to  be  made  out  by  the  petitioners  is  that 
of  public  convenience,  and  the  people  of  the  High- 
lands are  no  better  deserving  of  a  separate  route 
than  people  of  other  sections  of  the  city.  Mr. 
Collins  spoke  at  length  in  description  of  the  busi- 
ness done  there  on  both  sides  of  the  street  and 
the  intolerable  nuisance  that  would  follow  the 
granting  of  this  location. 

'  W.  (I.  Means,  owner  of  the  Arlington  House 
building,  at  the  corner  of  Canal  and  Causeway 
streets  [called  by  Mr.  Collins],  said  they  now  have 
all  the  accommodation  they  need.  It  will  be  a 
great  injury  to  his  property  to  have  more  car 
tracks  there.lt To  Mr.  Merrill] — Don't  think  it  will 
be  any  disadvantage  to  have  people  brought  to 
his  bouse  in  cars. 

Thomas'  K.  Hale,  representing  the  Canadian 
Express  [(ailed  by  Mr.  Collins],  said  that  alter 
locating  on  Canal  street  they  found  the  street  so 
crowded  they  had  to  get  the  police  to  keep  the. 
street  free  from  blocks,  to  enable  them  to  get  to 
and  from  the  depots  as  quickly  as  they  wish. 
[To  Mr.  Merrill]— Very  seldom  use  the  street  in 
loading  and  unloading. 

William  Parkinson,  doing  business  in  Canal 
street  [called  by  Mr.  Collins],  said  the  effect  of  a 
horse-car  track'would  be  very  inconvenient,  and 
that  was  the  view  of  all  his  neighbors.  Two  years 
ago  Mr.  Paine  bitterly  objected  to  a  track  on 
Market  street. 

W.  F.  Wade,  in  charge  of  the  Sleeper  estate  on 
Canal  street  [called  by  Mr.  Collins],  and  also  hav- 
ing teams  in  the  hay  business,  said  he  thought  it 
woulu  lie  an  inconvenience  both  to  the  horse-car 
passengers  and  to  the  business  men.  The  enforce- 
ment ol  the  ordinance  in  that  street  was  aban- 
doned because  it  was  found  impossible.  If  this 
location  is  granted,  certain  proposed  improve- 
ments of  the  Sleeper  estate  will  be  abandoned. 

Mr.  Collins  suggested  that  the  belt  line  already 
granted  to  the  Metropolitan  road  would  afford 
all  the  routes  needed  to  accommodate  the  people 
going  to  the  depot6,  and  other  companies  could 
go  over  those  routes. 

In  closing  the  case  for  the  petitioners  Mr.  Mer- 
rill said  he  was  willing  to  have  it  put  in  the  order 
of  location  that  if  the  remonstrants  came  here 
six  months  hence  and  made  any  reasonable  ob- 
jection, they  would  take  up  the  track,  and  this 
proposition  he  was  authorized  by  his  di- 
rectors to  make.  He  would  be  the  last  to  ask  for 
a  location  that  would  annoy  the  public.  When  a 
track  is  put  in  a  street  it  puts  the  teamsters  on 
their  guard,  and  they  would  go  more  carefully. 
There  was  no  more  objection  to  tracks  in  Canal 
street  than  there  was  in  Eliot,  Chauncy  and  Sud- 
bury streets.  Canal  street  is  thirty-seven  feet 
from  curb  to  curb,  which  allows  ample  room  for 
a  double  track.  Seventeen  of  Mr.  Collins's  re- 
monstrants are  allowed  a  space  of  forty-five  feet 
for  them  to  turn  their  teams.  He  spoke  of  the 
several  locations  of  remonstrants  to  refute  the 
objections  offered,  and  made  comparisons  of  the 
widths  of  other  streets  where  tracks  are  located, 
notably  Eliot  street,  upper  part  of  Tremout  street, 
various  parts  of  Washington  street — where  .Jor- 
dan, Marsh  &  Co.  opposed  the  tracks  and  since 
acknowledged  that  they  were  wrong — Hawley 
street  and  Chauncy  street.  The  track  in  Canal 
street  will  nave  a  tendency  to  guide  the  travel 
and  keep  the  police  on  their  guard  to  enforce  the 
ordinances.  This  is  only  an  extension  of  one 
thousand  feet  of  track,  and  no  one  thousand  feet 
of  track  in  the  city  will  be  of  greater  advantage. 
The  whole  foundation  of  the  remonstrance  is  that 
the'Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  want  to  use  the 
public  streets  and  violate  the  ordinance.  If  the 
teams  will  stand  obliquely  or  side  to  the  street, 
it  will   obviate  all    the   difficulty.    Teams  at  the 


Boston  &  Albany  depot  load  at  the  side  and  there 
is  no  trouble.  When  the  violation  of  an  ordi- 
nance stands  in  the  way  of  the  accommodation 
of  3000  people,  it  should  be  enforced.  The  com- 
pany ask  but  one-seventh  of  the  highway  ouce  in 
ten  minutes  for  the  accommodation  of  the  public 
pressing  upon  them.  The  question  for 
the  Board  to  decide  is  whether  the  public 
to  be  accommodated  is  greater  than  those  to 
be  inconvenienced.  In  every  car  stopping 
at  the  Maine  depot  are  three  to  five  persons  who 
want  to  go  to  tne  Northern  depots,  and  have  to 
walk  1000  feet  in  the  mud.  [To  Alderman  Frost] 
—Think  it  will  be  perfectly  practicable  to  do  the 
business  with  a  single  track  at  the  point  indi- 
cated on  the  plan;  they  proposed  to  run  a  five- 
minute  line  to  the  Maine  depot  and  a  ten-minute 
line  down  Canal  street,  and  a  car  would  not  wait 
there  lor  the  next  one  to  come  down. 

Mr.  George  suggested  that  the  difficulty  with 
passengers  was  in  getting  from  the  business  and 
other  parts  of  the  city  to  the  depots;  and  the  Bos- 
ton &  Maine  should  not  undertake  to  monopolize 
a  street  with  a  hay  station  which  should  be  put 
back  out  of  the  way  or  public  travel.  The  widen- 
ing of  Portland  street  would  allow  a  double 
track  with  cars  running  to  and  from  the  depots. 

This  closed  the  hearing. 

The  whole  subject,  and  the  papers  relating 
thereto,  were  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving. 

PETITIONS  FOB    STEAM  ENGINES. 

Petitions  were  received  for  leave  to  locate  and 
use  steam  engines  as  follows: 

Martin  us  H.  Thompson,  802  East  Fifth  street. 

Star  Newspaper  Company,  7  Williams  court. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings 
thereon  on  .Monday,   April  25  at  four  o'clock  P.M. 

He/erred  to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 
Morey  &  Porter,  for  leave  to  set  and  use  four 
metal  furnaces  at  78G  Washington  street. 

PAPERS   FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Order  to  provide  free  concerts  on  Common, 
etc.,  at  a  cost  of  §2000,  under  directions  of  Com- 
mittee on  Common,  etc.  Passed  in  concurrence 
—yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Report  in  favor  of  requiring  the  School  Com- 
mittee to  confine  its  expenditures  during  the 
next  financial  year  to  SI  .415,760.  Accepted  and 
older  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  all  employes  of  city  who  have  a 
vacation  on  Fast  Day.  Indefinitely  postponed  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Tucker. 

Order  to  allow  the  Record  Commissioners  to 
cause  the  first  volume  of  their  report  to  be  re- 
printed, stereotyped  and  distributed  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  appropriation  for  Printing.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  providing  suitable 
accommodations  for  the  City  Hall  Reference 
Library.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  application  of 
John  Reardon  to  take  charge  of  the  public 
grounds  and  Common  for  $30,000.  (City  Doc.  49.) 
Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  to  con- 
tract for  purchase  of  trees  and  lor  public  grounds 
for  season  of  1881-82.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Kecond  Assistant  Assessors. 

Certificates  of  the  election  of  Second  Assistant 
Assessors,  as  follows: 
Ward. 

■J,  Joseph  I).  Couch,  instead  of  John  Hartnett. 
3,  Michael  J.  Hentity,    "  John  Bryant. 

15,  Nathaniel  T.  Alien,    "  John  T.  O'Connor. 

18,  Daniel  F.  Burns,  "  Patrick  M.  Denon. 

24,  William  Melville,        "  Richardson    Hutchin- 

son. 

Alderman  Breck  read  a  telegram  from  J.  E. 
Oilman  asking  that  his  name  be  nut  forward  tor 
Second  Assistant  Assessor  from  "Ward  2. 

A  ballot  was  ordered.  Committee — Aldermen 
Breck  aDd  Caldwell. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 11 

Necessary  for  a  cboice- u 

Ward  2. 

"John  Hartnett  bad 8 

.1  oaeph  D.  Couch 3 

Ward  3. 

•John  Bryant 5 

Michael  J.  Henrit  y 0 

Ward  15. 

John  T.  O'Connor •> 

•Nath  antel  T.  Allen 8 

1'.  M.  Denon 1 
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Ward  16. 

♦•■Patrick  M.  Denon G 

Daniel  F.  Burns 5 

Ward  24. 

Richardson  Hutchinson 5 

*  William  Melville 6 

Those  marked  *  were  elected  in  concurrence. 

Those  marked  **  were  elected  in  non-concur- 
rence. 

The  Appropriation  Bill. 

Report  and  orders  adopting  the  appropriation 
bill  for  1881-82  (City  Doc.  43),  with  amendments 
increasing  the  amounts  for  public  buildings  to 
$126,500  (being  $35,000  for  repairs  on  old  State 
House);  also  providing  that  $500  of  the  amount 
for  City  Hospital  may  be  used  in  charity  to  dis- 
charged patients;  also  increasing  amount  for 
sealers  of  weights,  etc.,  by  $2000— making  $9000; 
also  increasing  amount  for  Cedar  Grove  Ceme- 
tery by  $1600,  making  $7600. 

Also  order  to  levy  a  tax  of  $8,433,282. 

The  items  were  considered  seriatim. 

Cedar  Grove  Cemetery.  Alderman  Tucker  said 
ex-Alderman  Pope,  one  of  the  Trustees,  said  it 
would  be  a  great  injustice  to  the  department  if 
their  appropriation  was  cut  down;  the  amount 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  do  justice  to  the 
grounds. 

Incidental  Expenses.    Passed— yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Back  Bay  Park.    Passed -yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Sealers  of  Weights  and  Measures.  In  reply  to 
a  question  by  Alderman  Curtis,  Alderman  Slade 
explained  the  reason  for  the  increase,  being  to 
cover  the  expense  of  teams,  etc.,  to  enable  the 
sealers  to  go  to  the  houses  of  dealers  and  test  the 
scales  there. 

The  several  orders  in  the  bill  as  amended  by  the 
Common  Council  were  passed  in  concurrence. 

Alderman  Viles  moved  a  reconsideration,  hop- 
ing it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Paymaster  of  State  Aid.  Report  for  quarter 
ending  March  31:  Balance,  $784;  received,  $25,000; 
disbursed,  $24,784;  balance,  $1000.     Soot  down. 

Weighers  and  Inspectors  of  Lighters.  Report 
for  quarter  ending  March  31:  Lighters  inspected 
30, 1527  tons,  fees  $76,357,  expenses  $12.50.  Sent 
down. 

ASSISTANT    CITY    MESSENGER. 

The  following  was  received: 

Office  of  the  City  Messenger,  ) 
April  4, 1881.     J 
To  the   Honorable  the  City  Council:    Gentle- 
men— In  accordance  with  the  brdiuance  establish- 
ing the  office  of  City  Messenger,  1  hereby  appoint 
Foster  M.  Spurr  to  be  First  Assistant,   Charles  E. 
Silloway  to  be  Second  Assistaut,   and   Henry  H. 
Osborn  to  be  Third  Assistant,  in  place  of  Frank 
L.  Wells,    who    declines    a    reappointment,    and 
respectfully  ask  the  approval  of  the  same. 
Very  respectfully, 

Alvah  H.  Peters, 

City  Messenger. 
Appointments  confirmed.    Sent  dowiii. 

AMUSEMENT  LICENSES. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston  Police  Commissioners,  ) 
March  30,  1881.  ) 
S.  F.  McCleary,  Esq.,  City  Clerk.:  Dear  Sir— In 
the  matrer  of  the  granting  of  amusement  licenses 
this  Board  understands  that  the  power  so  to  do 
has,  by  the  late  action  of  the  City  Council,  been 
transferred  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Although 
the  ordinance  was  passed  in  opposition  to  the 
opinion  ol  the  City  Solicitor,  this  Board  must 
take  it  as  it  stands.  We  have,  therefore,  notified 
all  parties  applying  tor  such  licenses,  and  also 
several  persons  who  wish  hearings  in  relation 
thereto,  that  they  must  apply  to  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen through  you. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Henry  Walker,  Chairman. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Licenses. 

INSPECTION  OF  VINEGAR. 

The  report  of  H.  L.  Bowker,  Inspector  of  Vine- 
gar, for  the  year  ending  May  1,  1881,  was  received 
and  sent  down.     A  few  extracrs  are  appended: 

There  are  in  round  numbers  sixteen  hundred 
places  in  Boston  where  vinegar  is  sold.  Returns 
made  from  232  retail  stores,  including  the  small- 
est and  the  largest,-  show  an  average  sale  of  452 
gallons  annually.  I£  this  be  taken  as  a  fair  aver- 
age of  the  sixteen  hundred  dealers,  which  I  think 
is  a  very  low  estimate,  the  amount  annually  re- 


tailed by  the  gallon  is  (723,000)  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-three  thousand  gallons.  This  does  not  in- 
clude vinegar  sold  in  bottles  or  used  in  pickles, 
and  acid  conserves  of  all  kinds,  which  will  amount 
to  more  than  that  consumed  direct  or  sold  by 
measure. 

The  amount  used  in  manufacturing  is  more 
than  that  used  for  domestic  purposes,  but  at  the 
same  estimate  it  makes  the  annual  consumption 
(1,446,800)  one  million  four  hundred  and  forty-six 
thousand  eight  hundred  gallons.  There  are  four 
large  manufacturers  whose  annual  product,  from 
their  own  statements,  amounts  to  one  million 
gallons.  There  are  forty-five  wholesale  grocers 
in  Boston,  who  sell  more  or  less  vinegar  to  dealers 
out  of  Boston,  and  sixteen  firms  who  are  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  acid  conserves,  pickles, 
etc.,  all  of  whom  sell  and  use  large  quantities  of 
vinegar. 

From  samples  taken  in  stores  and  others  sent 
in,  some  fifteen  hundred  in  all,  not  more  than  ten 
per  cent,  was  found  to  be  pure  cider  vinegar  of 
full  strength  and  good  quality.  Quite  a  large 
per  cent,  was  found  to  be  half-made  cider  vinegar, 
kept  sufficiently  long  to  have  the  vinegar  flavor, 
and  foreign  acid  or  alcohol  vinegar  added  to 
makefup  the  desired  strength;  fully  one-half  of  all 
the  vinegar  sold,  including  that  used  tor  pickling, 
etc.,  has  no  trace  of  the  apple  in  it  whatever. 
Apple  juice  in  a  very  short  time  can  be  converted 
into  a  semi-acid  and  have  a  vinegar  flavor  with 
comparatively  no  loss  in  stock  and  with  but  little 
labor;  the  addition  of  a  foreign  acid  will  make  a 
vinegar  hard  to  detect  in  appearance  from  the 
genuine  and  at  very  much  less  cost.  The  use  of 
cider  is  to  give  the  natural  flavor  of  vinegar  and 
also  to  soften  the  sharp  thin  taste  of  the  foreign 
acid.  The  cider  itself  could  not  be  sold  for  vine- 
gar for  the  want  of  strength,  and  the  acid  alone 
is  too  pungent  and  acrid  to  be  sold  without  detec- 
tion. The  greatest  difficulty  in  the  enforcement 
of  the  law  will  come  from  this  method  of  mixing 
foreign  acids  with  half-made  vinegar ;  as  no  one 
is  compelled  by  law  to  brand  the  article  he  sells 
this  can  be  sold  under  the  general  name  or  vine- 
gar, and  the  law  is  powerless  to  remedy  it;  but  if 
sold  for  pure  cider  vinegar  the  penalty  is  $50.  If 
persons  who  desire  to  buy  a  genuine  article  will 
have  it  billed  correctly  and  put  upon  tueir  pass 
books  when  charged  to  them  they  would  cut  off 
many  crafty  dealers  who  never  care  to  kuow  what 
they  sell,  so  long  as  it  pays  well.  We  have  found 
several  instances  where  parties  have  billed  their 
goods  P.  C.  Vinegar,  witli  a  view  to  convey  the 
idea  that  it  was  pure  cider  vinegar,  but  if  brought 
into  court  they  woula  claim  it  was  a  private  mark 
or  something  else,  and  could  not  be  convicted. 
The  law  should  be  so  amended  as  to  compel  every 
manufacturei  to  brand  his  goods  just  what  they 
are,  and  not  allow  everything  to  be  sold  under  the 
general  name  of  vinegar.  As  it  is,  the  only  reme- 
dy is  for  people  to  call  for  what  they  want  and  in- 
sist upon  having  it. 

PUBLIC     LANDS. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

Ordered,  Th.it  the  City  Collector  be  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized  to  cancel  the  bond  numbered 
99,  Suffolk-street  district,  of  James  and  Jane  Mc- 
Garagill,  dated  Oct.  5,  1872,  for  $1280,  tor  estate 
numbered  24  on  Kirkland  street,  upon  their 
surreuderiug  the  agreement  received  by 
them  from  the  city  to  convey  their  said  es- 
tate; and  that  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  be  directed  to  issue  a  new 
agreement  to  the  said  McGaragills  with  all  the 
conditions  set  forth  iu  the  present  one,  to  convey 
them  said  estate,  upon  their  giving  to  the  city  a 
bond,  dated  April  1,  1881,  to  pay  the  sum  of 
$1598.31,  in  four  annual  instalments,  with  inter- 
est as  set  forth  in  the  bond  herein  ordered  to  be 
cancelled. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  and  order— That  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  execute  an  in- 
strument, satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  re- 
leasing, so  far  as  he  may  legally  do  so, 
without  affectiug  the  legal  or  equitable  rights  of 
third  parties  holding  under  the  tide,  the  condi 
tion  set  forth  in  the  words  following:  "The  build 
ings  on  the  southeasterly  half  of  the  said  parcel 
of  lnnd  extend  about  three  inches  southwesterly 
beyond  the  southwestwardly  line  of  such  parcel 
over  and  upon  said  land,  late  of  Dexter,  trustee, 
and  this  conveyance  is  made  upon  condition  that 
said  grantee,  his  heirs  aud  assigns,  whenever 
requested  so  to  do  by  any  owner   of  the   part  of 
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said  adjoining  land  late  of  Dexter,  trustee,  cov- 
ered by  said  building,  shall  remove  so  much  of 
said  building  as  extends  over  and  upon  said 
adjoining  land"— in  the  deed  given  by  the  city  of 
Boston  to  Henry  Plagemaner,  dated  Aug.  29, 
1872,  and  recorded  with  "Suffolk  Deeds,  lib.  1133, 
fol.  207,  of  the  land  and  buildines  at  the  corner 
of  Shawmut  avenue  and  Middlesex  street. 
Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following,  from 
the  Committee  on  Claims: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following 
petitions  : 

Caroline  E.  Fortune,  to  be  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries received  on  Seventh  street. 

Margaret  A.  Irvine,  to  be  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries received  on  Fourth  street. 

Peter  Barr,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  received  on 
Washington  street. 

Severally  accepted     Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Licenses: 

Reports  in  favr  of  granting  minors'  applica- 
tions as  follows:   Two  bootblacks,  six  newsboys. 

Severally  accepted. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stables  as  follows: 

Eben  Murry,  Centre  street,  Ward  23. 

Eugene  Van  R.  Thayer,  Newbury,  near  Hereford 
street,  Waru  11. 

Kendal  H.  Stone,  42  Miller  street,  Ward  5. 

D.  H.  McKay,  49  Munroe  street. 

Henry  E.  Wright,  152  Rutherford  avenue, 
Ward  5. 

Severally  accepted. 

PERMIT  FOE  STEAM  ENGINE. 

Alderman  Hersey  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines: 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  ou  the  usual  con- 
ditions on  petition  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
steam  engine  as  follows:  Joseph  Binns,  83  O 
street,  South  Boston. 

Accepted. 

CLERK      HIRE      IN     THE     COURTS. 

Aldeiman  Tucker,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  County  Accounts,  presented  requisitions  for 
clerk  hire  in  the  courts  for  the  inontn  of  March, 
as  follows: 

Superior  Court %2'63.3U 

Supreme  Judicial  Court 135.00 

Superior  Criminal  Court 208.33 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

POINT     SHIRLEY   RAILROAD. 

Alderman  Haldeman   submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Insti- 
tutions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
Eastern  Junction,  Broad  Sound  Pier  &  Point 
Shirley  Railroad  Company,  that  the  city  would 
grant  a  portion  of  its  land  in  the  town  of  Wiu- 
throp  to  said  company  for  a  roadway,  etc.,  for 
said  railroad,  having  considered  the  subject  in 
consultation  with  the  Board  of  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions,  who  have  charge  of  the  lands 
referred  to,  would  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  following  order.  A  communica- 
tion from  the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  is 
herewith  submitted. 

For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  bis  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized,  upon  consideration  of  one 
dollar  to  be  paid  to  the  city  of  Boston  by  the 
Eastern  Junction,  Rroad  Sound  Pier  &  Point 
Shirley  Railroad  corporation,  to  convey  to  said 
railroad  corporation  the  right  to  coi  struct  and 
maintain  said  railroad  and  the  necessary  build- 
ings connected  therewith  on  the  parcels  ot  land 
belonging  to  the  city  of  Boston,  situated  in  the 
town  of  Winthrop,  containing  903,870  square  feet, 
more  or  less,  as  shown  and  colored  on  a  plan 
made  by  Whitman  <&  Breck,  deposited  in  the  City 
Surveyor's  office,  subject  to  such  reservation  and 
resirictions  as  the  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions may  require. 

Order  readonce  and  laid  over, 


sw:ng  signs. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings; 

Report  in  favor  oi  granting  the  following  pe- 
tition   on  the  usual  conditions  : 

Mary  Doherty,  for  leave  to  project  a  plain  gas 
lantern  from  5'Chanibers  street,  Charlestown. 

fence  viewers,  etc.,  committee  on. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order— That  a 
committee  of  two  members  of  the  Board  be  ap- 
pointed to  select  candidates  for  the  offices  of 
Fence  Viewers,  Field  Drivers,  etc.  Passed,  and 
Aldermen  Woolley  and  "Viles  were  appointed  said 
committee. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  and  order — That  the  edgestoie  assess- 
ment of  $37.37  to  Siuion  P.  Atkins,  on  Lamartine 
street,  Dec.  3,  1877,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
abated;  the  widow  of  the  said  Atkins  being 
wholly  unable  to  liquidate  said  assessment.  Order 
passed. 

Report  and  order — That  the  edgestone  assess- 
ment of  $16  80,  to  Mary  M.  Starr,  on  Green  street' 
assessed  June  3,  1870,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
abated,  she  being  unable  to  pay  the  same.  Order 
passed. 

Ordeied,  That  the  sidewalk  assessment  of  $3.12, 
assessed  Feb.  16, 1880,  on  heirs  of  John  J.  Dris- 
coll,  137  Tudor  street,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
abated;  said  amount  having  been  erroneously 
assessed.    Passed. 

Reports,  that  leave  he  granted  to  move  wooden 
buildings  by  John  Foley  and  William  R.  Cava- 
nagh,  according  to  their  petitions.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

SEWER  REPORTS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Reports  and  orders  for  hearings  on  Monday 
next  at  4  P.  M.  on  the  expediency  ot  construct- 
ing sewers  as  follows: 

In  Hancock  street  (Dorchester)  between  Com- 
mercial street  nud  Downer  avenue,  and  through 
land  of  Hendry,  Draper  court;  and  the  Continen- 
tal National  Bank  from  Bellevue  to  Hancock 
street.      ' 

In  Wabon  street  (Roxbury)  to  the  westerly  end 
of  the  street. 

In  Mill  street  (Dorchester)  from  Ashland  street 
325  feet  southwardly. 

Orders  severally  passed. 

Orders  to  build  sewers  as  follows: 

In  Virginia  avenue  (Dorchester). 

In  Fourth  street,  between  P  and  Q,  and  in  Q 
streets,  between  Fourth  and  Fifih  streets. 

In  Sever  street,  Charlestown,  between  Kingston 
and  Gardner  streets,  and  in  Gardner  street. 

la  Rutherford  avenue,  between  Union  and 
Austin  streets,  and  in  Union  street,  between 
Rutherford  avenue  aid  Washington  street. 

In  Hancock  street,  Dorchester,  between  Trull 
street  and  Everett  avenue. 

Severally  passed. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Armories,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Company  L,  First  Regiment 
of  Infantry,  M.  V.  M.,  for  better  armory  accom- 
modations, would  lespectfully  recommend  the 
passage  ot  the  following  orders. 

For  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade, 

Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  hire,  for  a  term  of  five  years  trom 
May  1, 1881,  the  hall  and  offices  in  the  second  floor 
of  the  East  Boston  Savings  Bank  building,  Mave- 
rick square,  the  same  to  serve  as  an  armory  for 
Company  L,  First  Regiment  M.  V.  M.;  the  ex- 
pense, not  exceeding  $875  per  annum,  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Armories. 

Ordeied,  That  the  allowance  for  rent  of  armory 
formerly  occupied  by  Company  L,  First  Regiment 
M.  V.  M.,  at  the  corner  of  Orleans  and  Webster 
streets,  be  discontinued  from  and  after  May  1, 
1881. 

Orders  passed. 

Adjourned. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

APRIL    8,    1881. 


Regular  meeting,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at 
7y2  o'clock  P.  M.,  Andrew  J.  Bailey,  President,  in 
the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN. 

Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 
Report  of  H.  L.  Bowker,  Inspector  of  Vinegar. 
Placed  on  file. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  would  like  to  say  in 
regard  to  the  report  of  Dr.  Bowker,  the  Inspector 
of  Vinegar,  that  I  hope  the  members  will  peruse 
this  document.  They  will  find  some  very  inter- 
esting facts  in  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  would  inquire  if 
the  Inspector  of  Vinegar  is  a  constituent  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  14  ? 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following 
petitions : 

Caroline  E.  Fortune,  to  he  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries received  on  Seventh  street. 

Margaret  A.  Irvine,  to  be  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries received  on  Fourth  street. 

Peter  Barr,  to  he  paid  for  damages  received  on 
Washington  street. 
Severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 
Report  and  order  to  release  a  certain  condition 
in  a  deed  from  the  city  to  Henry  Plagemann  of 
certain  land  on  Shawmut  avenue.  Order  passed 
in  concurrence. 

Order  to  cancel  the  bond  of  James  and  Jane 
McGaregill  for  estate  24  K'rkland  street  and  to 
issue  a  new  agreement  therefor.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Mayor's  message  appointing,  subject  to  con- 
firmation, Samuel  A.  B.  Abbott  as  Trustee  of  the 
Public  Library  from  the  first  Monday  in  May 
next. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  the 
Council  proceeded  to  ballot  on  the  question  of 
confirmation.  Committee— Messrs.  Fitzpatrick 
of  Ward  8,  Hagar  of  Ward  10  and  Costello  of 
Ward  22. 

Whole  number  of  baJlots 53 

Necessary  for  confirmation 27 

Yes 53 

No 0 

Mr.  Abbott's  appointment  was  confirmed  in 
concurrence. 

Report  nominating  and  certificate  of  the  elec- 
tion of  Henry  J.  Nazro  as  a  Commissioner  of  Ce- 
dar Grove  Cemetery. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5,  the  Council  pro- 
ceeded to  an  election.  Committee,  Messrs.  Pray 
o  f  Ward  5,  Fisk  of  Ward  20,  Dana  of  Ward  14. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 43 

Necessary  for  a  choice 22 

Henry  .1.  Nazro  had 26 

Cedar  Grove  Clapp 7 

Yes 10 

And  Mr.  Nazro  was  elected  in  concurrence. 
Mayor's  message  appointing,  subject  to  con- 
firmation, Edward  A.  White  as  a  Fire  Commis- 
sioner from  the  first  Monday  in  May  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12,  the 
rule  was  suspended  and  the  Council  proceeded  to 
ballot  on  the  question  of  confirmation.  Commit- 
tee—Messrs. Whitmore  of  Ward  12,  Clapp  of 
Ward  14,  and  Dudley  of  Ward  4: 

Whole  number  of  ballots 62 

Necessary  for  confirmation 32 

Yes 66 

No 6 

Mr.  White's  appointment  was  confirmed  in 
concurrence. 

Communication  from  the  City  Messenger  ap- 
pointing, subject  to  approval,  the  following- 
named  persons  as  Assistant  Messengers:  Foster 
M.  Spurr,  First  Assistant;  Charles  E.  Silloway, 
Second  Assistant;  Harry  H.  Osborn,  Third  Assist- 
ant, in  place  of  Frank  L.  Wells,  who  declines  a 
reappointment.  Nominations  approved  in  con- 
currence. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  John  Hartnett  and 
Patrick  M.  Denon  as  Second  Assistant  Assessors, 
in  place  of  Joseph  D.  Couch  and  Daniel  F.  Burns, 
chosen  by  the  Council. 

O  n  motion  of  Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  2  the  Coun- 
cil   proceeded    to  ballot.      Committee— Messrs. 


Doherty   of  Ward   2,    Hagar  of    Ward   10   and 
Greenough  of  Ward  9. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 65 

Necessary  for  a  choice 33 

Ward  2. 

John  Hartnett  had 33 

Joseph  D.  Couch  had 32 

Ward  16. 

Daniel  F.  Burns  had 23 

Patrick  M.  Denon 42 

Messrs.  Hartnett  and  Denon  were  elected  in 
concurrence. 

Notice  of  indefinite  postponement  of  the  order 
proposing  to  pay  all  employes  of  the  city  on  Fast 
Day.    Placed  on  file. 

CHARLESTOWN  ALMSHOUSE. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23  called  up  the  special 
assignment  for  eight  o'clock  P.  M..  viz. : 

Report  and  amended  order  for  the  discontinu- 
ance of  the  Charlestown  Almshouse  and  the  re- 
moval of  the  inmates  to  Rainsford  Island  and 
Austin  Farm,  provided  there  shall  be  no  separa- 
tion of  husbands  and  wives  where  both  are  in- 
mates. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  moved  the  order  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23— This  matter  of  trans- 
ferring the  inmates  of  the  Charlestown  Alms- 
house came  up  before  the  City  Council  a  year 
ago,  and  it  was  referred  to  a  committee,  and 
that  committee  unanimously  recommended 
the  transfer  after  giving  hearings  to 
those  for  and  opposed  to  it.  It  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Treatment 
of  the  Poor,  aud  it  was  in  the  hands  of  that  com- 
mittee during  the  balance  of  last  year,  and  at 
about  the  last  meeting  in  last  December  they  re- 
ported recommending  that  these  institutions  be 
turned  over  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  the 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions  ask  for  this 
transfer  this  year.  It  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  they  gave  a  hearing,  and 
that  committee  unanimously  (except  one 
member)  reported  in  favor  of  the  transfer.  All 
that  I  have  got  to  say  to  the  Council  is  this:  It 
is  for  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Boston  that  those 
people  in  that  institution  be  transferred  to  Aus- 
tin Farm,  and  for  the  interest  of  the  inmates  to 
be  transferred.  That  is  all  that  I  have  got  to  say. 
I  hope  that  the  indefinite  postponement  will  not 
be  considered  for  one  moment. 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5—1  hope  the  order  will  be 
indefinitely  postponed.  For  the  information  of 
members  of  the  Council,  I  would  like  to  read  por- 
tions of  the  reports  of  the  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions,  in  relation  to  the  Charlestown  Alms- 
house. Charlestown  was  annexed  to  Boston  in 
1874.    In  that  year  they  say — 

"The  almshouse  property  of  Charlestown  con- 
sisted of  a  three  and  one-half  story  brick  build- 
ing, located  upon  the  Maiden  side  of  the  Mystic 
River,  the  estate  oomprising  about  three  acres  of 
land,  divided  nearly  equally  by  the  turnpike.  The 
building  was  erected  in  1849,  is  100  feet  long  by  45 
wide,  with  two  wings  in  the  rear,  each  39x19  feet, 
one  of  which  has  been  used  as  a  receptacle  for 
the  insane.  The  building  is  capable  of  accommo- 
dating about  one  hundred  inmates.  At  the 
present  it  contains  forty-six  inmates.  The  build- 
ing is  in  good  condition,  and  is  under  the  super- 
intendence of  Captain  Edward  Carues,  an  intelli- 
gent, kind-hearted  gentleman,  who  has  had 
charge  of  the  institution  for  the  past  fourteen 
years,  and  has  managed  its  affairs  with  marked 
ojonoray  and  faithfulness. 

In  the  following  year,  the  directors,  in  their 
report,  state— 

"The  almshouse  in  the  Charlestown  district, 
under  the  superintendence  of  Captain  Edward 
Carnes,  has  been  used  to  good  advantage  during 
the  entire  year.  One  hundred  and  thirty-six  per- 
sons have  been  admitted  and  63  have  been  dis- 
charged. The  institution  now  numbers  73  in- 
mates, while  the  average  number  for  the  year 
has  been  59.  The  institution  has  been  well  con- 
ducted, and  the  inmates  seem  contented  and 
happy.  No  alterations  have  been  made  in  the 
building,  though  should  circumstances  require  an 
increase  of  accommodations,  there  is  ample  room 
to  enlarge  the  size  of  the  building.  Should  the 
number  of  inmates  another  year  increase  in 
the  same  proportion  as  during  the  last  year, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  additional  accom- 
modations at  this  place.  *  *  *  A  year's  expe- 
rience in  conducting  the  almshouse  at  Charles- 
town demonstrates  the  fact  that  it  is  more  eco- 
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uomieal  to  provide  for  the  poor  in  smaller  build- 
ings, managed  upon  the  family  principle,  than  to 
incur  tde  great  expense  of  erecting  a  mammoth 
building,  and  congregating  all  the  poor  in  one 
large  institution.  One  or  more  suitable  buildings 
could  be  provided  in  each  of  the  suburban  dis- 
tricts of  the  city,  where  the  poor  of  that  section 
could  lie  maintained  in  the  vicinity  of  their  home 
and  former  associations,  with  the  privilege  of  at- 
tending church,  should  they  desire,  ur  of  receiv- 
ing visits  from  relatives  or  friends.  This  plan 
would  admit  of  a  better  classification  of  the  in- 
mates, and  would  involve  less  expense  than  the 
care  of  all  the  pauper  class  in  one  establish- 
ment." 

In  the  following  year,  May,  J876,  they  said — 

"The  Charlestown  District  Almshouse  has  been 
used  to  its  lull  capacity,  the  average  number  of 
inmates  being  81,  an  increase  of  over  21  over  the 
previous  year.  The  building  now  has  as  many  in- 
mates as  it  can  well  accommodate,  so  that  no 
more  people  can  be  provided  for  there  without 
overcrowding.  At  this  place  the  expenditure  for 
each  inmate  nas  been  $94.72  for  the  year,  against 
$140.68  the  previous  year,  a  decrease  of  $45.96; 
and  the  actual  cost  has  been  $82.45  per  year 
against  $108.05  the  former  year,  a  decrease  of 
$25.60,  the  actual  cost  being  $158  per  week  for 
each  inmate.  In  addition  to  the  number  fully 
supported,  1095  persons  have  been  fed  by  the  Su- 
perintendent at  the  door;  an  average  of  three  per 
day,  the  cost  of  which  is  iucluded  in  statistics 
above  given." 

In   the  following  year,  May,  1877,  they  said — 

"Almshouse,  Charlestown  District— Under  the 
careful  and  economical  superintendence  of  Cap- 
tain Edward  Carnes,  this  institution  has  sup- 
ported an  average  of  ninety-two  inmates,  at  an 
actual  cost  of  $1.45  per  week,  which  is  the  mini- 
mum of  expense  in  any  of  our  institutions,  and 
remarkable  when  the  size  of  the  institution  is 
considered,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been 
supplied,  in  this  sum  is  included  the  ex- 
pense, estimated  at  about  $100,  of  feeding 
1460  persons  at  the  gate,  an  average  of  four 
eacti  day.  These  persons  are  generally 
travellers  or  tramps,  going  from  one  place 
to  another  in  search  of  a  home  or  work,  wlio,  if 
respectlul  in  their  application  for  food,  are  not 
turned  away  Hungry.  *  *  *  The  inmates  are 
contented,  and  the  institution  is  well  managed 
and  effective. 

In  their  report  tor  the  following  year,  May, 
1878,  they  said— 

•No  change  has  occurred  in  the  genera)  char- 
acter of  the  institution  during  the  year." 

In  their  report  for  1878-79,  ciatedj  May  23,  1879, 
they  said— 

"The  general  condition  of  this  institution  has 
remained  unchanged  during  the  year.  No  expen- 
diture has  been  made  for  repairs,  although  a  conr 
siderable  outlay  will  become  necessary  it  the  in- 
stitution in  to  be  retained  for  its  present  use. 
The  average  number  of  inmates  has  been  ninety- 
three,  an  increase  of  three  over  the  former  year. 
The  actual  cost  of  maintenance  has  decreased 
eleven  cents  per  week,  being  $1.58.  The  superin- 
tendent has  furnished  lodgings  to  thirty-three 
persons  and  has  fed  1553  travellers  and  passers-by 
at  the  gate.  He  estimates  the  expense  of  this 
cbarity  at  about  $100." 

Mr.  "fray — That,  gentlemen,  is  the  report  of  the 
directors  within  a  year  or  two.  Now  all  of  a  sud- 
den they  turn  around  and  want  to  have  this  poor- 
hou-e  done  away  with.  The  members  of  the 
Council  visited  hotb  institutions  the  other  day. 
In  making  inquiries  in  regard  to  the  Austin 
Farm,  1  find  they  have  about  two  hundred  in- 
mates there,  and  the  place  can  accommodate 
ab"ut  two  hundred  and  fifty.  In  a  very  short 
time  that  place  will  be  lull)  and  they  will  want 
another  large  appropriation  to  enlarge  the  Aus- 
tin Farm  institution,  although  in  a  report 
only  a  few  years  ago  they  believed  in  carrying 
the  institution  on  in  a  small  building,  which 
could  be  better  managed,  and  they  said  it  was 
for  tbe  interest  of  the  city  to  maintain  tins  Bmall 
institution.  Now,  why  not  retain  this  Charles- 
town Almshouse,  and  place  it  in  good  condition  ? 
It  is  a  brick  structure,  whereas  the  buildings  at 
Austin  Farm  are  of  wood.  The  directors  wifl  re- 
quire this  building  in  a  short  time.  I  hope  the 
order  will  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13—1  Mope  the  order  to  re- 
tain the  Charlestown  Almshouse  will  not  prevail. 
I  #o  not  know  that  the  subject  requires  aji'eat 
deal  of  discussion  tonight,  as  the  majority 
of  the    Council    have    visited    both    the  Charles"- 


town  Almshouse  and  the  Austin  Farm.  As  a 
member  of  the  City  Council,  I  can  say  that  I  con- 
sider the  Charlestown  Almshouse  a  disgrace  to 
the  city.  We  have  the  Austin  Farm  institution, 
which  is  one  of  the  most  creditable  the  city  of 
Boston  has  ever  had.  The  gentleman  has 
read  to  you  the  reports  of  the  directors 
on  this  subject  for  1876,  1877,  1878,  etc., 
but  I  can  say  that  the  report  presented  today  is 
a  unanimous  one  in  favor  of  the  closing  ot  the 
Charlestown  Almshouse.  We  have  today  at  the 
Austin  Farm  a  first-class  building  with  fifty 
acres  of  land.  The  institution  has  all  the 
modern  improvements,  whereas  there  are 
no  improvements  in  the  Charlestown  Almshouse. 
Just  think  of  a  public  institution  of  the  city  of 
Boston  heated  by  eighteen  ot  what  appear  to  be 
second-class  tenement-house  stoves,  which  are  in 
danger  of  burning  them  up  at  any  time.  There 
is  not  anything  at  all  creditable  about 
it  to  the  city  of  Boston.  More  than 
that,  the  location  is  about  as  poor  as  can  be 
selected.  Adjoining  the  Charlestown  Almshouse 
are  two  liquor  stores,  where  the  inmates  go,  ob- 
tain liquor  and  come  back  to  the  institution  in  a 
state  of  intoxication.  At  the  Austin  Farm  it  is 
not  likely  that,  anything  of  the  kind  will  occur,  as 
the  building  is  several  miles  from  anything 
like  that.  I  can  see  no  reason  tor  continuing 
the  institution  there.  The  city  has  been  to  a 
large  expense  for  building  aud  improvements  at 
the  Austin  Farm,  and  if  more  room  is  needed  the 
Board  of  Directors  can  ask  for  an  appropriation 
and  make  the  building  larger.  I  hope  the  motion 
to  indefinitely  postpone  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— I  would  like  to  inquire 
how  many  people  there  are  at  present  in  the 
Charlestown  Almshouse. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13—1  believe  there  are  nine- 
teen. 

Mr.  Hagar— I  had  the  impression  that  the  num- 
ber was  very  small.  I  was  unable  to  visit  the 
place  the  other  day,  hut  I  am  in  general  acquainted 
with  the  localities.  I  must  say  that  it  is  very  strange 
to  me  that  anybody  should  hesitate  in  choosing 
between  the  two.  The  location  ot  Austin  Farm 
is  one  of  the  m  st  picturesque  and  beauti- 
tiful  in  the  neighborhood  of  Boston,  and  is  much 
more  desirable  as  a  plac«  of  residence  than  a  se- 
cluded portion  ot  Charlestown.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  5  has  read  yarious  selections  from  the 
reports  of  the  Directors  of  Public  Institutions  in 
years  gone  by,  and  from  them  it  merely  appears 
that  the  directors,  under  different  ciicumstances, 
have  changed  their  views.  It  may  h>ve  been 
desirable  to  retain  that  almshouse  in  days  gone 
by,  but  the  reasons  that  have  been  given  for  the 
change  seem  to  me  very  cogent,  and  I  certainly 
hope  that  the  motion  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Gove  o  Ward  1 — I  will  only  take  one  mo- 
ment. The  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  13 are  subsautially  the  same  that  I  heard 
Wednesday  night  in  talking  with  him  at 
the  Almshouse  in  Charlestown.  It  struck  me 
as  very  peculiar  that  one  of  the  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions  should  state  that  this  thing 
was  a  disgrace  to  the  city  of  Boston,  when 
it  was  the  duty  of  him  and  his  col- 
leagues in  that  department  to  see  that  the 
place  was  properly  kept.  There  was  another 
thing  which  struck  me  while  there,  and  that  was 
the  neatness  «ith  which  the  place  had  been  kept, 
under  the  circumstances.  Everything  was  neat 
and  clean,  and  it  showed  that  the  Direc- 
tors for  Public  Institutions  had  not  done 
their  duty  in  the  care  of  the  building. 
There  are  things  needed,  indeed,  which  would 
cost  but  a  very  little  sum  ot  money.  Things  had 
been  done  to  injure  the  building  and  injure  the 
ceiling,  by  whom  1  do  not,  know,  but  the  whole 
might  have  been  remedied  without  any  diffi- 
culty. I  venture  to  say  that  tue  building 
can  be  made  in   good   tenant  able   condition   and 

&  laced  in  such  a  position  that  it  will  be  an 
onor  to  the  city  of  Boston,  with  a  very  little 
outlay  of  money.  I  see  no  reason  why  a  lot  of 
poor  people  of  the  city  of  Bo-ton  should  he 
carted  clear  out  to  the  Austin  Farm.  We  need 
this  building  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  un- 
fortunate, where  they  cm  live  in  the  heart  of 
the  city.  The,  poofnnu.se  has  i.een  located  in 
Charlestown  for  many  years.  There  is  no  reason, 
in  my  judgment,  why  there  should  be  any  change, 
except  to  Improve  the  building,  ami  that,  I 
think,  ought  t,..  ne  done  at  once.  I  think  the  poor 
who  are  there  have  something  to  do  with  this 
matter.  By  reason  of  their  unfortunate  circum- 
stances, anu  possioly  their  own  physical  mislor- 
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tunes,  they  have  got  in  to  the  position  in  which 
they  are  at  present.  They  cannot  help  themselves, 
but  I  should  not  be  afraid  10  guarantee  that  if  it 
were  left  to  them  they  would  have  this 
building  immediately  improved.  It  is  no 
fault  of  theirs  that  it  has  got  into  this  condition. 
It  iurther  seems  to  me  that  the  poor  of  the  city 
of  Boston  ought  to  be  placed  in  different  institu- 
tions; some  in  one,  some  in  another,  and  some  in 
another  near  where  their  old  homes  are.  When 
they  have  got  to  the  last  end  of  the  walk 
of  life  it  seems  to  me  they  ought 
not  to  be  carted  away  where  they  cannot  see  their 
old  Iriends  and  associates.  We  have  got  to  take 
that  into  consideration,  and  I  hope  the  motion  to 
indefinitely  postpone  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Rogers  of  Ward  22—1  believe 
the  best  thing  we  can  do  is  to  retain 
this  building  where  old  married  people 
can  live  togetner.  The  order  coming  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  provides  for  them  for  the 
present.  [  believe  we  ought  to  provide  for  future 
cases,  and  when  we  have  a  building  suitable  for 
that  purpose  we  should  be  very  careful 
how  we  part  with  it.  We  are  not  asking 
to  appropriate  a  large  amount  of  money 
to  erect  anew  building.  We  have  both  the  land 
and  the  buildings,  and  it  will  only  be  necessary 
to  appr  priate  a  small  sum  for  needed  improve- 
ments. If  the  building  is  too  large  for  married 
people  who  desire  to  go  there,  let  the  paupers 
in  that  district  be  sent  there.  Boston  is  growing 
and  paupers  are  increasing.  I  venture  to  say 
that  if  we  do  away  with  this  building  we  will  be 
called  upon  in  a  few  years  for  a  large  appropria- 
tion for  an  addition  to  some  of  our  institutions. 
Another  thing,  the  air  and  weather  at  Rainsford 
Island  is  not  suitable  for  the  paupers  we  setid 
there.  There  was  a  case  at  the  Charlestown  Alms- 
house, a  short  time  ago,  which  was  sent 
down  to  Rainsford  Island,  and  the  physician 
ordered  his  return  to  Charlestown.  We  saw  that 
person  the  other  day  aod  a  number  of  us  spoke 
about  it.  I  hope  the  motion  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone will  prevail. 

Mr.  Bartlett  of  Ward  14—1  was  iu  favor  of 
retaining  the  Charlestown  Almshouse  until 
1  visited  that  place  last  Wednesday.  After  look- 
ing it  over  and  going  to  Austin  Farm  and  seeing 
the  difference  between  the  two  places,  and  noti- 
cing such  a  pleasant  location  as  there  is  at  Austin 
Farm,  where  (there  is  a  chance  to  increase 
the  facilities,  while  at  Charlestown  there  is  none, 
it  seems  to  me  the  changes  should  be  made,  as 
the  Charlestown  Almshouse  is  in  very  poor 
repair,  and  it  would  take  a  great  deal 
of  money  to  put  it  in  suitable  condi- 
tion to  receive  any  portion  of  the  poor 
people  of  Boston.  1  should  like  to  hear  from 
some  members  of  the  Council  about  what  it  will 
cost  to  put  that  building  in  suitable  condition 
before  we  should  be  willing  to  have  it  retained  in 
its  present  location.  Furthermore,  I  should  like 
to  hear  from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  his 
reasons  for  the  indefinite  poscpoueinent. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23 — In  answer  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  14,  I  would  state  that 
the  directors  have  estimated  thfl  cost 
of  putting  that  building  in  perfect  order- 
new  heating  apparatus  and  fixing  up  the  building 
—at  the  sum  of  $15,000  to  $20,000. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13—1  can  hardly  answer  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  14  officially  ,but  this  very  day 
a  number  of  the  directors  discussed  the  matter, 
and  they  thought  that  to  put  the  building  in  suit- 
able condii ion  it  would  cost  from  $25,000  to  $35,- 
000.  All  tney  can  see  about  the  building  that  is 
in  good  condition  is  the  wall;". 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  was  led  to  make 
the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  by  two  con- 
siderations. In  the  first  place,  I  thought  it 
would  be  the  promptest  method  of  disposing 
of  the  matter  which  comes  before  us  re- 
peatedly, and,  heretofore,  always  with  one 
result.  '  I  did  not  intend  or  expect  to 
say  much  in  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  way  in 
which  this  almshouse  has  been  kept,  because, 
as  I  expected,  and  as  proved  to  be  the 
case,  the  representative  from  the  Charlestown 
District  would  be  able  to  give  you  a 
clear  and  convincing  statement  of  the  past 
management  of  that  institution.  But,  one 
important  reason  has  not  been  dwelt  upon. 
Whenever  the  city  of  Boston  parts  with  any  ot 
its  property  somebody  makes  a  good  bargaia. 
As  has  been  truly  remarked,  this  Austin 
Farm  is  a  country  residence  for  paupers, 
and      not       a       city      residence.       We      havo 


here  in  Charlestown  city  property  that  is  suitable 
for  a  poorhouse.  If  that  building  is  sold  it  will 
be  at  a  great  sacrifice  to  the  city  and 
great  profit  to  the  purchaser,  whoever  he 
may  be.  I  think  it  will  be  well  to  take 
care  of  this  building  now  that  we  have  it.  In  the 
last  ten  years  the  idea  of  the  directors  has  vibrated 
from  one  extreme  to  the  other.  Perhaps  next 
year  we  shall  have  some  new  men  on  the  board 
and  they  will  discover  that  it  is  cruel  and  barba- 
rous to  send  paupers  out  to  West  Roxbury, 
and  that  we  should  keep  them  in  the 
city.  So  long  as  we  have  this  property 
on  our  bands  I  think  it  is  well  to 
hold  on  to  it.  I  am  very  sorry  there  is  not 
another  director  here,  for  I  am  sure  he  would 
have  got  the  enormous  sum  necessary  for  repairs 
up  to  $50,000.  It  seems  to  me  they  are  getting  their 
ideas  too  much  upon  the  scale  of  the  Austin  Farm. 
This  enormous  cost  is  on  account  of  the  modern 
improvements  that  they  are  estimating  upon.  I 
venture  to  sav  that  the  representative  from 
Charlestown  will  undertake  to  give  the  accommo- 
dations for  the  paupers  there  for  one-half  the 
sum  which  has  been  named.  I  do  hot  understand 
why  we  should  put  in  steam-heating  and  all  the 
modern  improvements,  when  a  few  stoves  and  a 
reasonable  amount  of  coal  will  keep  the  paupers 
comfortable  in  the  winter.  1  do  not  believe  the 
system  carried  on  by  the  directors  is  wise,  and  it 
does  not  seem  wise  to  undertake,  with  the  present 
accommodations  at  Austin  Farm,  to  give  up 
what  we  have  got  already.  The  idea  has  already 
been  thrown  out,  officially,  as  to  the  course 
of  the  directors,  that  if  a  new  building 
is  needed  they  will  ask  for  an  appropriation.  I 
have  no  doubt  they  will  do  so.  1  have  no  doubt 
they  will  put  up  the  buildings,  and  come  in  here 
with  their  two  or  three  supplementary  bills  and 
ask  us  to  pay  them.  I  don't  believe  it  is  good 
economy  to  give  up  what  was  a  good  building, 
requiring  only  moderate  repairs.  It  does  not  call 
for  steam-heating,  gas-fitting  and  the  red  draper- 
ies such  as  the  directors  patronize.  It  is  for  that 
reason  that  I  hope  we  shall  not  waste  any 
money  on  it  at  present,  and  to  carry  out 
that  idea  I  hope  the  motion  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone will  prevail. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  expected  the  di- 
rectors would  state  that  they  have  got  to  re- 
move some  lunatics  to  the  hospital  at  Danvers.  I 
was  out  to  visit  the  institution  last  year  and 
found  lunatics  there.  I  claim  that  it  is  a  dis- 
grace to  the  city  of  Boston  to  put  the  paupers 
with  the  lunatics.  If  the  city  of  Boston  has  an 
institution  for  lunatics  they  ought  to  be  sent 
there.  We  have  an  institution  at  South  Boston 
and  it  is  not  filled  up.  Ex-Alderman  Hayden 
told  me  ne  had  received  notice  that  they  would 
have  to  remove  some  fifty  to  seventy-five  which 
are  in  Danvers,  and  take  care  of  them.  I  am  sor- 
ry we  cannot  elect  forty  or  fifty  directors  for 
public  institutions,  as  there  would  be  that  many 
more  contracts  for  building.  We  have  received 
all  the  whitewash  I  wanted.  My  place  is 
all  whitewashed.  I  claim  that  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  should  prevail. 
There  is  a  building  now  in  Charlestown  which 
accommodates  nineteen  patients,  and  we  ought 
to  let  it  remain  if  there  were  only  ten,  and  if  the 
gentlemen  in  that  district  want  to  keep  them  in 
that  place.  There  is  one  gentleman  who  has  been 
there  for  thirty  years.  When  he  first  went  there 
he  paid  the  city  of  Boston  five  hundred  dollars 
board,  and  he  thinks  he  ought  to  die  there.  He 
claims  that  the  institution  is  a  good  one.  They 
are  satisfied  with  the  food  and  don't  find  any 
fault.  He  claims  it  is  a  healthy  place.  This  man 
was  a  taxpayer,  but  now  he  is  n't.  I  would  rather 
be  in  such  a  place  as  the  Charlestown  Almshouse 
than  at  the  Austin  Farm  if  I  was  in  such  an  un- 
fortunate position.  I  hope  the  motion  to  indefi- 
nitely postpone  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13—1  do  not  know  that  I 
ought  to  take  notice  of  attacks  upon  the  Directors 
for  Public  Institutions  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  16.  It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  me  to  be  on 
the  Board  of  Directors.  I  have  never  met  better 
business  men  in  my  life,  especially  the  chairman, 
a  most  untiring,  hardworking  city  official.  I  have 
never  met  in  hoy  four  years'  experience  in  City 
Hall  a  more  economical  and  just  man  to  all;  a 
man  who  knows  and  goes  into  every  detail,  and 
a  man  who  serves  the  city  better  than  any  three 
commissioners.  I  believe  he  goes  into  all  the 
transactions  the  same  as  any  first-class  business 
man  would.  In  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  5  I  would  state  that  the  reports  read  wer 
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made  several  years  ago.  There  are  very  few 
now  on  the  board  who  were  in  power  at 
that  tune — only  one,  1  think.  Hut  the  director 
from  Charlestown  is  one  of  the  foremost  in  advo- 
cating the  closing  up  of  that  almshouse. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21—1  indorse  everything 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  has  said  in  re- 
gard to  the  Board  of  Directors.  This  peems  to  me 
to  be  a  very  simple  business  transaction. 
The  whole  question  resolves  itself  into  this:  The 
city  of  Koston  has  three  almshouses:  there  is 
necessity  for  only  two.  Which  of  them  shall  be 
abandoned?  It  recently  built  at  a  great  expense 
a  building  with  all  modern  improvements  which 
is  in  perfect  repair  and  first-class  running  order. 
The  other  one,  at  Charlestown,  is  an  old  building 
needing  repairs  and  to  a  very  large  extent.  It 
seems  to  me  our  duty  in  this  respect  is  very  plain, 
and  that  the  Charlestown  Almshouse  should 
be  discontinued,  especially  when  it  can 
be  done  at  this  time  wirhout  any  apparent 
hardship  upon  any  on».  There  are  only  nineteen 
Inmates  there,  four  of  whom  are  married,  and 
are  to  be  specially  provided  for,  leaving  only 
fifteen,  two  of  whom  are  very  small  children.  The 
women  can  be  sent  to  the  Austin  Farm  and  the 
men  to  Rainsford  Island  without  any  hardship  at 
all.  Besides  that,  the  old  Charlestown  Almshouse 
has  been  broken  up.  This  is  only  a  remnant  of 
it.  Most  of  the  Charlestown  poor  are  scattered 
through  the  almshouses,  as  is  the  case  with  the 
poor  of  all  other  sections,  especially  the  outlying 
districts. 

It  seems  to  me  we  should  discontinue  it  because 
we  will  save  the  city  $4600  a  year,  whereas  if  we 
keep  it  up  it  will  cost  that  much  more  and  the 
building  will  have  to  be  repaired  in  addition.  If 
it  be  kept  up  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  22 
states  for  the  benefit  of  the  two  married  couples, 
it  will  be  very  much  cheaper  for  the  board  to 
maintain  them  in  a  private  family.  I  know 
that  in  this  case  there  is  a  good 
deal  of  sentiment.  I  was  present  at  the 
public  hearing.  About  half  a  dozen  people 
appeared  there,  all  representing  the  same  society, 
and  they  made  very  elaborate  statements  con- 
cerning the  Charlestown  Almshouse,  and  on  be- 
ing questioned  we  found  that  not  a  man  of  them 
had  been  there  for  a  long  time,  and  some  of  them 
never  had  been,  and  did  not  know  much  about  it. 
One  man  stated  that  he  thought  it  was  In  the  cen- 
tre of  a  ten-acre  lot.  It  seems  to  me  this  whole 
sentiment  is  out  or  the  business,  as  we  look  at  it 
now,  and  that  we  oueht  to  continue  it  in  such  a 
condition. 

Mr.  Devlin— I  would  state  for  the  information 
of  the  Council  that  today  I  called  at  the  office  of 
tie  Directors  of  Public  Institutions  and  inquired 
how  the  clerks  knew  about  this  matter,  and  they 
replied  that  they  only  knew  in  round  numbers, 
and  that  there  was  a  difference  of  one-third  of  a 
cenc  per  week  in  favor  of  the  Charlestown  Alms- 
house. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25,  the  main 
question  was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bartlett  of  Ward  14,  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  order  was  rejected— yeas  27,  nays  38. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bartlett,  Beal,  Bigelow,  Brimbe- 
com,  Brown,  Child,  H.  Ciapp,  Connell,  Costello, 
Daly,  Dana,  Devlin,  Emery,  Fisk,  Ford,  Green- 
ougb,  Hagar,  Hart,  Huntress,  Lovell,  N.  M.  Mor- 
rison, Parkiuan,  Pratt,  Smith,  Viles,  Wakefield, 
Wharton— 27. 

Nays— Messrs.  Barry,  Bowker,  H.  B.  Clapp, 
Conlin,  Cotton,  Denney,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Do- 
herty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Farwell,  Fitzpatrick,  Free- 
man, Gomez,  Gove,  Harding,  Hilton,  Hosley, 
Lauten,  Maguire,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  McNa- 
mara,  Means,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett.  Murphy, 
Pope,  Powers,  Pray,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Rosnosuy, 
8wan,  Teevan,  Walsh,  Welch,  Wheeler,  Whitmore 
—38 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Boyle,  Cronin, 
Mathews,  McCormick,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  Wil- 
liams—6. 

Mr.  Hilton  of  Ward  5  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.  Lost.  Notice  sent 
up. 

IMPROVED   SEWERAGE. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment lor  8  1.0  o'clock,  viz. — 

Order  to  advance  $10,000  of  the  retained  per- 
centage on  the  contract  of  William  C.  Poland  & 
Son  tor  building  section  3  of  outfall  sewer  and 
Moon  Island  reservoir. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 


Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14—1  would  state  to  the 
Council  that  this  matter  has  been  before  the  com- 
mittee and  iully  considered  oy  them,  a,nd  that 
they  are  unanimously  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
this  order,  as  the  city  will  not  lose  anything  and 
it  will  be  a  great  advantage  to  this  man  to  have 
the  money,  under  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16— As  I  understand 
this  order,  this  gentleman  has  a  contract 
with  the  citv  of  Boston  tor  $600,0;>0,  which  he 
is  to  receive  a  year  from  now,  coming  next  the 
20th  of  April.  The  job  is  to  be  finished  on  the  16th 
November,  1882.  He  has  given  a  bond  of  .$50,000; 
$25,000  of  the  first  work  he  is  not  to  receive.  Of 
the  balance  of  the  work  ten  per  cent,  is  to  be 
kept  back  until  the  city  have  to  ask  for  its  com- 
pletion. As  far  as  he  has  gone  the  gentleman  has 
done  $69,000  worth  of  work,  and  he  finds  his 
$25,000  not  received,  and  the  additional 
ten  per  cent,  on  the  work  done  remains 
in  the  hands  of  the  city  until  the  work 
is  completed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage.  As  far  as  he 
has  gone  the  gentleman  has  done  $69,000  worth  of 
work  and  the  city  have  back  $29,000.  Now,  the 
committee  reports  unanimously  tha,t  there  is  not 
any  need  of  keeping  hack  that  amount.  I  want 
to  know  when  the  city  of  Boston  takes  bids  to 
have  a  job  done,  whether  it  is  by  contract 
or  anything  else,  amounting  to  half  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  and  one  of  the  gentlemen 
got  that  contract  for  $100,000  less  than 
the  Engineer's  estimates,  and  there  were  other 
bidders  lower  than  he  was,  and  who  have  taken 
it  at  his  figures.  I  say  it  shows  on  the  face  of  it 
that  the  committee  know  that  that  man  will  not 
be  able  to  finish  the  contract.  I  suppose  he  has 
got  $100,000  worth  of  work  done,  and  he  has 
twenty-one  months  in  which  to  do  $600,000.  It  can- 
not be  done,  and  he  is  embarrassed.  He  has  done 
$69,000  worth  of  work  and  is  embarrassed.  How 
will  you  let  him  finish  the  job  if  he  has  no  capital 
to  do  it  with?  The  committee  gave  him  this  con- 
tract in  1877,  and  it  was  completed  in  time,  and 
the  work  was  well  done.  Thi-  is  the  contractor 
for  the  tunnel,  and  the  man  is  going  to  lose 
money  by  his  conuact,  and  this  is  to  give  nim 
$10,000  which  the  city  has  kept  back.  If  we  are 
going  to  give  a  man  $10,000,  and  break  the  con- 
tract, I  do  not  see  why  we  should  advertise  to 
contract  at  all,  and  receive  bonds,  if  we  are  going 
to  give  him  $10,000  whenever  he  asks  for  it.  I 
claim  that  there  were  good  bidders  failed  to 
get  that  job  and  they  came  nearer  the  estimates 
of  the  Engineer.  I  say  this  is  not  fair  or  just  to 
the  other  contractors  of  the  city  to  give  a  man 
back  his  money  on  a  job  which  everybody  knows 
he  cannot  complete.  Although  the  committee 
are  unanimous  in  giving  the  $10,000,  I  am  not  sat- 
isfied. Instead  of  that,  I  think  we  ought  to  know 
whether  it  is  the  opi'ion  of  the  City  Engineer 
that  the  contractor  will  complete  this  work  if  we 
give  him  the  $10,000.  If  you  ask  the  Engineer 
that  question,  he  will  tell  you  that  the  contractor 
never  will  complete  that  work  under  this  con- 
tract. I  have  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Clark, 
the  engineer  in  charge.  It  has  been  stated  that 
the  engineer  found  the  ground  not  to  be  what  he 
thought  it  was.  It  is  not  so.  He  received  the 
plans  and  specifications  and  he  claims  that  after 
we  give  him  the  $10,000  he  will  finish  the  job. 
There  is  to  be  a  lawsuit  about  this  case. 
The  city  of  Boston  has  held  back  $30,000, 
in  case  the  work  should  be  delayed.  Now,  this 
work  will  not  be  completed  within  the  time  it  is 
asked  for.  It  has  to  be  done  by  the  16th  of  No- 
vember, 1882.  No  sentleman  on  that  committee 
will  tell  us  the  work  will  be  completed  according 
to  the  agreement.  I  he  man  cannot  do  it.  He 
has  done  $69,000  worth  of  work,  and  has  got  to  do 
the  rest  in  ntueteen  months.  I  nope  we  will  not 
be  in  haste  to  open  the  door  in  this  case.  If 
we  do,  we  will  have  to  try  it  on  with 
other  contractors,  and  I  do  hone  that,  as  business 
men,  we  shall  transact  the  city's  business  the 
same  as  we  do  our  private  bu-iness. 

Mr.  Greenough  ot  Ward  9—1  have  listened  with 
interest  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  16.  There  is  a  certain  amount  of  justice  in 
the  nosition  which  he  takes.  It  is  not  a  prepos- 
sessing thi"g  for  a  committee  to  come  before  the 
City  Council  and  ask  for  power  to  let  up  on  a  con- 
tract. I  agree  entirely  with  I  he  gentleman  or  any- 
body else  who  takes  the  position  that  the  city  of 
Boston  should  act  in  relation  to  its  contracts  just 
as  any  individual  would.  It  should  hold  aeon- 
tractor  to  his  contract  just  as  tightly  as  the  gen. 
tleman  from   Ward  16  or  myself  would.    But  if 
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there  are  any  reasons  why  a  contract  should  be 
modified,  they  should  be  considered  just  as  a 
private  individual  would  consider  them.  I 
should  like  to  staie  the  position  of  the  committee 
io  regard  so  this  matter.  Those  gentlemen  who 
have  not  been  here  three  years  may  possibly 
need  a  little  Information  on  the  subject.  The  Com- 
mittee ou  Improved  Sewerage  in  1878  had  power 
not  only  to  do  work  by  contract  or  day  labor,  but 
to  abrogate  or  modify  contracts,  which  prevent- 
ed them  from  ever  coming  before  the  City  Coun- 
cil in  case  they  found  it  necessary  to  change  a 
contract.  In  1879  the  committee  asked  and  final- 
ly received  all  the  powers  which  had  been  given 
to  the  committee  of  1878.  When  the  committee 
of  1880  met,  there  was  a  discussion  as  to  whether 
we  Should  ask  for  the  same  power  that  the  com- 
mittee had  the  year  before.  I  advocated  the  idea 
that  the  power  to  modify  a  coutract  was  improper 
to  give  to  any  committee;  that  it  opened  the  door 
to  all  sorts  ot  trickery,  as  any  member  can  see; 
the  power  to  make  Contracts  and  do  work  by  day 
labor  was  all  that  any  committee  should  have, 
and  if'  anything  occurred  by  which  it  was  desir- 
able that  a  contract  should  be  changed, 
the  committee  should  come  before  the  City 
Coxincil  and  get  power  to  change  it; 
therefore  it  we  found  anyihiog  necessary  to  be 
done,  we  came  here  and  askea  for  power  to  do  it. 
If  the  City  Council  do  nut  see  fit  to  change  this 
contract,  it  is  off  the  shoulders  of  the  committee. 
The  committee  think  Mr.  PolaDd  should  have 
something  done  for  him.  If  the  Couucil  do  not 
think  so,  it  is  the  Council's  matter  and  not  ours. 
Mr.  Poland  has  a  contract  for  doing  the  last  .-•ec- 
tion  of  the  outfall  sewer.  [Mr.  Greenough  pro- 
duced a  plan  and  explained  it  in  detail.]  The 
Council  can  see  by  this  plan  what  is  being  done 
upon  the  last  portion  of  the  outfall  sewer.  The 
city  is  building  a  pumping  station  on  the  Calf 
Pasture.  From  that  place  Mr.  Malone  starts  with 
his  tunnel  going  under  the  bay,  and  he  has  pros- 
ecuted it  with  great  pluck.  Mr.  Poland  and  his 
partner  start  from  here  to  build  this  embank- 
ment running  down  on  to  Moon  Island 
and  the  reservoir.  When  the  contract 
was  taken,  it  is  perfectly  true  there  were  other 
Didders,  and  some  $100,000  less  than  Mr.  Poland. 
But  when  the  difficulties  of  the  work  were  shown 
to  the  gentleman  making  the  lowest  bid,  he 
backed  out.  Mr.  Poland  Came  in  and  said  he  had 
arranged  to  get  that  money.  He  offered  bonds- 
men whom  1  myself  looked  up.  It  seemed  to  me 
that  the  names  of  those  bondsmen  were  good  for 
the  amount.  It  Mr.  Poland  fell  through,  the 
bondsmen  were  good  for  $50,000.  Now,  here  is 
the  difficult  point.  These  are  the  plans  from 
which  the  contractor  bid.  Here  is  the  bottom  of 
the  bay'  as  it  is  shown  on  the  drawing.  The  city 
of  Boston  guarantees  nothing,  but  gives  that 
drawing  to  estimate  on  as  to  what  the  probability 
is.  It  was  made  by  the  City  Engineer  and  the 
estimates  were  all  based  upon  the  representation 
that  right  in  here  there  was  a  mud  hole  of  a 
thousand  feet  which  was  to  be  excavated  down 
and  filled  in  with  gravel  for  the  conduit 
to  lay  on.  All  those  parts  along  here 
had  been  bored,  and  there  was  sup- 
posed to  be  a  solid  foundation.  It  that  was  a 
solid  foundation,  all  they  would  have  to  do  would 
be  to  dredge  here  and  build  the  conduit.  While 
Mr.  Poland  was  looking  about,  making  arrange- 
ments to  do  his  work,  they  discovered  that  this 
was  not  a  gravel  foundation.  I  do  not  propose  to' 
make  any  reflection  upon  anybody,  but  where  the 
city  agents  supposed  there  was  a  solid  gravel 
bank  they  found  fifteen  to  thirty  feet  of  mud  in- 
stead of  gravel,  and  the  consequence  was,  the 
city  of  Boston  had  made  a  mistake.  There  is  no 
use  in  mincing  matters,  but  the  error  was  made. 
The  consequeuce  was,  Mr.Wightruan  did  not  give 
an  order  io  do  that  dredging.  Now,  Mr.  Poland 
had  made  arrangements  with  the  bank  to  ad- 
vance him  money',  and  at  certain  times  he  was 
to  pay  the  bank  certain  sums;  and  if  he  kept 
his  agreement  he  could  go  along,  and  would 
have  no  difficulty  about  getting  money 
to  conduct  the  business.  But  he  had  this  dredg- 
ing work  taken  out  of  his  hands,  and  it  was  the 
very  thing  he  expected  to  do  at  the  first,  and 
which  would  give  him  money  back  immediately; 
and  then  after  he  had  dredged  he  could  fill,  and 
that  would  bring  in  more  money.  He  had  run  a 
railroad  track  from  here  all  the  way  across  there, 
he  has  a  steam  shovel  in  there,  and  forty  cars 
and  an  engine  will  be  at  work  in  a  very  few 
weeks,  if  it  is  not  at  work  today,  and  I  don't 
lenow  but  it  is.    Instead  of  filling  along  here  with 


scows  where  he  had  dredged,  and  where  he  was  to- 
get  certain  money,  that  is  all  taken  away  from 
bim.  Before  he  could  get  any  money  back  he  has 
had  to  go  to  all  this  expenditure  here,  and  the  re- 
sult is  he  is  tied  up,  and  it  is  not  his  fault.  If  the 
contract  bad  been  carried  out  as  everybody  ex- 
pecteu  it  would  be,  we  never  would  have  had  any 
call  from  Mr.  Poland.  Now,  the  city  of  Boston, 
although  guaranteeing  him  nothing,  led  him  to 
expect  an  entirely  different  state  of  things 
from  what  he  found,  and  the  committee 
think  he  is  entitled  to  some  little  consideration 
for  that  reason.  Now,  ii  the  city  of  Boston  was 
not  the  least  in  error,  then  I  should  say  that  Mr. 
Poland  has  got  to  toe  the  mark.  I  cau  assure 
the  Council  that  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sew- 
erage are  not  so  soft-hearted  as  some  people  may 
think.  I  am  not  sure  that  those  who  do  work  by 
contract  for  that  committee  have  made  much 
money.  They  take  work  cheap  and  find  that  the 
committee  make  them  do  the  business  and  toe  the 
mark,  and  do  not  allow  them  for  extras.  That  is 
what  we  are  here  for.  There  is  no  use  in  denying 
the  fact  that  the  city  of  Boston  did  expect  it  had 
a  gravel  bank  here,  but  tbey  have  got  a  bank  of 
mud  and  the  gravel  on  top  of  it.  We  have  got  to 
dredge  here  and  then  fill  and  see  how  the  thing 
settles,  instead  of  filling  there  and  dumping  the 
gravel  on  the  mud.  If  the  mud  curls  up  they 
will  fill  by-and-by.  They  are  simply  filling  on 
that  mud  hole,  and  they  propose  to  wait  and  see 
how  it  stands.  If  it  stands  there  will  be  a  stone 
conduit  on  it,  and  if  not  there  will  be  a  wooden 
conduit.  They  have  got  to  see  how  the  thing 
holds.  Mr.  Poland  has  taken  out  mud  here  and 
dumped  it  to  a  certain  extent  there,  but  he  has 
not  dene  anything  like  the  amount  of  dumping 
he  would  have  done  if  it  had  come  out  as  we  ex- 
pected and  as  he  had  reason  to  believe.  He  has  a 
good  job  there.  Many  men  would  be  glad  to  take 
it  off  his  hands.  If  the  city  of  Boston  was  to 
take  this  matter  off  his  hands  and  do  it  them- 
selves, they  could  not  do  it  as  cheaply  as  it  can 
he  done  by  contract.  We  cannot  help  anything 
by  breaking  Mr.  Poland  down.  He  has  airange- 
ments  made  for  doing  a  large  amount  of  work 
this  summer,  and  if  he  gets  on  his  feet 
again  he  will  work  with  great  rapidity. 
If  we  do  not  give  him  this  $10,000, 
I  do  not  think  it  will  break  him  down, 
but  if  we  do  he  says  it  will  help  him.  This  mat- 
ter was  talked  over  considerably,  and  although 
two  members  of  the  committee  were  not  present, 
yet  all  those  who  were  present  favored  letting  him 
have  this  money  and  helping  him.  Whatever  the 
City  Engineer  said,  I  do  not  believe  he  intended 
his  remarks  to  be  quoted.  The  City  Engineer  be- 
lieves this  money  should  be  advanced.  The  con- 
tract is  that  money  can  be  advanced  if  the  con- 
sent of  the  bondsmen  is  secured;  and  that  is 
secured  in  writing,  and  I  have  seen  it.  The  con- 
tract was  to  give  him  to  April  20,  but  owing  to 
different  things  he  got  to  work  much  later  than 
he  should.  He  has  $89,000  invested  there,  and 
out  of  that  he  has  got  back  $39,000.  I  trust  the 
Council  will  sustain  the  committee,  and  if  they 
don't  see  fit  to  do  so,  that  is  the  business  of  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1— Has  the  contractor  broken 
any  part  of  his  contract  as  yet  ? 

Mr.  Greenough— It  has  not  been  called  to  our 
attention  by  the  Engineer  that  he  has  in  any  way. 

Mr.  Gove — Has  the  city  required  him  to  do  any- 
thing more  than  the  contract  calls  for  ? 

Mr.  Greenough — No. 

Mr.  Gove— Then  I  don't  see  any  necessity  for 
advancing  him  any  more  money.  You  remember, 
as  1  stated  some  two  weeks  ago,  when  another 
order  came  in  to  advance  Mr.  Malone  some  mon- 
ey on  his  contract,  out  of  the  funds  in  the  hands 
of  the  city,  I  objected  to  it,  because  it  was  an  un- 
businesslike proceeding,  and  especially 
where  a  man  has  taken  a  contract  with 
specifications  set  forth  as  they  are  In 
this  one.  I  went  down  and  looked  them 
over,  and  thought  they  were  rather  minutely 
carried  our,  and  reflected  great  credit  upon  the 
party  who  drew  them  up.  It  is  simply  one  of 
those  cases  where  a  party  takes  a  contract  and 
unfortunately  the  price  of  material  goes  up  in- 
stead of  down  and  the  price  of  labor  goes  up  in- 
stead of  down.  That  is  all  there  is  to  it.  I  hope 
the  Council  will  refuse  to  give  the  contractor  any 
of  this  money. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  1&— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  says  the  committee  of  1878  and  1879  asked 
for  certain  powers,  and  the  committees  of  1880 
and  1881  did  not.    As  one  member  of  the  commit- 
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tee  of  JS79  I  voted  against  contract  work,  and  I 
anion  lecnid  I'm  it.  I  was  opposed  to  Jetting  any 
part  of  the  woik  under  com  ract.  But  after  the 
Council  has  passed  an  order  that  the  work  lie 
done  by  contract  not  by  day  labor,  I  say  it  ought 
to  he  carried  out.  The'City  Engineer  stated  that 
in  a  month  he  would  be  ready  to  iidvertise 
those  contracts.  .Mr.  Malone's  section 
is  one,  and  there  is  one  section 
this  side  of  the  tunnel  that  was  then  advertised. 
Now,  all  I  want  to  come  at  is  simply  this.  This 
gentleman  gave  bondsmen  of  $50,000.  The  com- 
mittee wouldn't  accept  i  lie  bonds  unless  they 
were  good.  But  when  the  gentleman  made  a 
contract  he  agreed  that  ten  per  cent,  of  his  work 
be  retained.  At  the  time-  he  took  the  job  he 
knew  he  must  leave  this  ten  per  cent  in  the  city 
treasury  Now,  in  1877  the  Committee  on  Im- 
proved Sewerage,  Alderman  Whidden  chairman, 
gave  a  contract  to  a  Baltimore  couceru  to  do  a 
section  of  the  tunnel  on  Albany  street.  They  did 
$15,000  ot  woikand  broke  down,  and  they  had  to 
pay  Mr.  Maloue  $100,000  to  do  it.  If  they  had 
given  the  work  to  the  proper  parties,  who  bad 
bid  somewhere  near  the  estimates  of  the  Engi- 
neer, they  coul"  have  done  the  work  in  a  proper 
way  and  there  would  have  been  no  .trouble  about 
it.  I  say  that  when  a  man  takes  a  contract  he 
ought  to  fulfil  it. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— I  believe  in  the  princi- 
ple that  is  expressed  by  the  gentleman,  in  the 
exact,  and  strict  performance  of  contracts  in 
general.  But  still  there  is  an  old  maxim  that  the 
strictest  law  is  the  most  unjust.  It  seems  to  me 
the  presentation  made  by  the  committee  is  ex- 
tremely leasonable.  In  this  case  circumstances 
have  arisen  which  were  entirely  unforeseen  by 
both  parties.  I  he  committee  supposed  the 
ground  to  be  of  a  cei  tain  nature.  They  so  repre- 
sented to  the  contractor,  and  he  made  his  esti- 
mates on  that  basis.  After  making  the  contract 
it  appears  that  both  parties  were  mistaken.  It 
seems  to  me  we  can  support  the  position  the 
committee  have  takeu  and  not  sacrifice  the  inter- 
ests of  the  city.  The  city  has  a  bond  of  $50,000 
and  a  reservation  of  $30,000,  and  its  interests  will 
not  be  sacrificed. 

Mr.  WLitmore — I  have  one  suggestion  to  make 
in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10.  Is  n't  it 
reasonable  for  us  to  remember  that  the  city,  in 
making  its  contracts,  ought  to  be  not  only  as 
strict  as  private  individuals,  but  stricter?  Our 
committees  are  called  upon  to  decide  between 
the  contractors  and  the  city.  Whenever  a  con- 
tract is  given  out  it  is  with  the  supposition  that 
the  person  getting  it  is  going  to  make  some 
money  out  of  it;  that  is  the  reason  be  takes  it. 
When  we  put  in  the  conditions  to  lessen  the  profit 
of  the  contract,  we  undertake  to  measure  the 
merits  of  the  parties  who  apply,  it  seems  to  rne 
we  are  in  a  different  position  from  p'ivnte  indi- 
viduals, where  we  could  let  good  nature  influence 
our  action.  It  seems  to  me  i  he  City  Council  is 
bound  to  stand  by  its  contracts.  When  we  have 
been  driving  off  other  contractors  who  would  take 
Contracts  where  they  saw  the  conditions  on  paper, 
it  may  be  said  that  these  were  not  contracts  to  be 
enforced.  This  is  the  second  case  witbin  a  month. 
How  many  more  there  will  be  I  don't  know.  It 
seems  to  me  it  is  about  time  to  let  down  the  bars. 
I  am  very  much  entertained  by  the  ingenious 
presentation  of  the  side  of  the  committee  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9.  It  had  a  great  deal  of 
force,  and  it  has  dawned  u;ion  my  mind  that  it 
ha9  had  the  same  effect  U|jo:i  the  gentleman  and 
myself,  because  we  are  not  so  familiar  with  the 
' ;  yet  we  might  come  to  the  conclusions 
that  all  these  risks  and  changes  may  seem  aston- 
ishing, yet  they  are  the  very  things  the  con- 
tractors expected,  as  we  know  their  estimates 
are  made  not  on  very  accurate  and  close  figures, 
as  to  the  amount  of  material  to  be  sup- 
plied. Any  man  who  takes  a  contract  to  build 
a  tunnel  does  it  trusting  to  lurk- 
to  determine  whether  it  is  going  to  cost  sixteen 
or  six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Now,  in  this 
case,  the  present  contractor  nas  struck  on  a  very 
bad  place,  according  to  th&  statement  of  the  gen- 
tlemen of  the  committee.  But  did  they  not  take 
that  into  consideration  on  the  very  fanciful  esti- 
mates they  made  ?  If  they  did,  ought  they  not 
to  be  held  to  it?  We  have  had  some  things  come 
up  in  this  City  Government  in  the  last  four  years, 
where  small  contracts  were  faithfully  performed 
at  an  enormous  loss.  The  painting  on  the  Latin 
gchoolhouse  was  taken  for  $2000  Jess  than  the  es- 
timate of  the  architect,  aud  the  steam  piping  was 
done  in  the  same  way.    When  work  is  done  in 


that  way  by  contractors,  we  feel  that  there  is  a 
gamble  on  these  matters,  and  that  they  go  in  and 
take  their  chances.  After  listening  to  the  pleas- 
ant picture  drawn  by  the  gentleman  from  Waro.9, 
I  a9k  was  n't  that  the  case  with  this  contractor? 
I  need  hardiy  say  that  if  the  case  was  reversed 
the  city  of  Boston  would  get  no  consideration 
from  the  contractor.  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
9  has  said  that  this  sum  of  money  is  not  indis- 
pensable, and  the  contractor  may  probably  be 
able  to  get  along.  Now,  is  it  better  to  relieve  him 
from  his  inconvenience  and  break  down  an  arbi- 
trary rul"  ? 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1—  The  gentlemen  who  op- 
pose this  order  seem  to  be  carried  away  with  the 
idea  that  this  will  lie  a  violation  of  contract.  Ev- 
erybody knows  it  will  be  a  violation  of  contract. 
The  committee  have  nor.  denied  that.  They  have 
made  a  fair,  honest  statement,  that  this  gentle- 
man has  gone  to  work  under  his  contract  and  cer- 
tain matters  have  developed  in  relation  to  i  he  bot- 
tom of  the  bay  that  he  supposed  were  not 
there  when  he  made  the  contract.  All  that 
gentleman  had  to  estimate  upon  was  the  draw- 
ings presented  to  him  by  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
he  figured  upon  them.  I  know  it  is  not  the  fash- 
ion this  year  to  stand  by  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. But  still  I  have  confidence  in  this  com- 
mittee when  they  come  in  and  state  plainly  that 
they  have  looked  into  this  matter  and  believe  it 
is  the  proper  thing  to  do.  I  don't  understand 
what  is  the  use  of  appointing  committees  if  they 
are  not  proper  men  to  determine  such  questions. 
If  they  are  not,  let  us  discharge  them.  From 
what  I  know  of  some  of  those  gentlemen  on  this 
committee  they  are  the  most  close-fisted  men  in 
this  Council.  They  have  made  this  statement 
that  it  is  a  proper  thing  to  do  from  a  business 
point  of  view.  I  am  not  a  lawyer  or  a  son  of  a 
lawyer,  but  I  have  a  faint  impression  that  that 
contractor  certainly  has  a  claim  upon  the 
city  of  Boston,  whether  you  advance  him 
this  money  or  not.  That  may  not  be 
true.  1  know  the  way  those  things  go, 
and  when  a  man  sues  a  corporation  like  the 
city  of  Boston  he  stands  the  better  chance.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  says  he  don't  know  that 
this  man  will  abandon  the  job  if  we  don't  give 
him  the  money.  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
J2  says  it  is  a  very  ingenious  statement.  I  am 
charitable  enough  to  say  that  I  think  it  was  a 
very  fair  statement,  and  1  believe  this  Council 
should  pay  some  consideration  to  the  committee 
wiio  have  considered  this  matter  and  come  here 
and  make  an  unwhitewasbed  report  and. say  it  is 
the  proper  thing  to  do.  It  does  not  seem  to  me 
that  it  will  be  a  very  dangerous  thing  to  adopt 
their  recommendation,  and  1  hope  the  gentleman 
will  receive  this  money. 

.Mr.  Cove  of  Ward  1— I  won't  take  but  a  mo- 
ment. I  am  a  member  of  the  bar  and  a  son  of  a 
member  of  the  bar.  But  I  don't  propose  to  an- 
swer legal  questions,  for  that  is  not  what  I  am 
sent  here  for.  I  am  simply  sent  here  to  do  what 
I  consider  for  the  interests  of  the  citv  of  Boston — 
what,  my  intelligence  will  allow  me. "  No  commit- 
tee is  superior  to  this  Council.  It  is  for  the  Coun- 
cil to  dictate  what  they  shall  do.  The  committees 
I  have  been  on  do  not  often  come  here  for  any  in- 
dulgences. When  they  do,  I  trust  the  Council  will 
vote  on  it  as  their  judgment  dictate*. 

Mr.  Lovell— The  indulgences  are  alt  in  the  con- 
tingent fund. 

Mr.  (Jove— It  don't  make  any  difference.  This 
Council  has  to  provide  money  for  the^contingent 
fund,  and  at  this  instant  we  like  to  have  a.  con- 
tingent hind  as  large  as  possible,  because  it  is 
needed  for  some  committees  who  Irave  exceeded 
their  appropriations.  Now  then,  the  facts  are 
simplv  these:  Here  is  a  lierson  who  made  a  con- 
tract; he  took  all  these  contingencies  into  effect. 
He  must  have  gone  there  and  examined  the 
ground  that  be  bad  to  go  over  in  order  to  fulfil 
his  contract,  and  if  he  did  that  and  figured  it 
down  so  he  knew  what  had  got  to  be  done,  what 
soil  he  had  to  go  through  and  all  about  the  mat- 
ter, be  ban  no  business  here  asking  for  an  ad. 
vance  of  $10,000.  If  he  did  n't  do  it  he  must  have 
figured  on  those  contingencies,  and,  taking  every- 
thing into  consideration  he  was  in  the  position  of 
a  man  who  commenced  to  carry  on  a  contract 
and  must  have  or  ought  to  have  known  at  the 
start  what  be  was  going'  to  do,  and  I  don't 
see  any  reason  for  giving  him  this  money. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  will  not  trespass  upon  the 
time  of  the  Council  but  for  a  moment.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  and  the  gentleman  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat  may  possibly  labor  under  some 
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misunderstanding  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
these  bids  are  made.  They  are  not  made  in  a 
lump  sum  at  all.  The  city  turnishes  exact  specifi- 
cations stating  the  amount  of  each  kind  of  work 
to  be  done  in  round  numbers,  puts  in  a  clause  of 
the  contract  that  the  City  Engineer  shall  be 
allowed  to  modify  these  quantities  from  time  to 
time  as  he  may  find  it  necessary.  So  when  Mr. 
Poland  was  asked  to  bid  on  sixty-odd  thousand 
yards  of  dredging  to  be  done  at  this  spot,  he  had 
a  perfect  right  to  count  on  about  that  quantity 
being  done.  But  when  the  engineer  did  not  order 
him  to  do  any  of  it,  it  is  very  doubtful  if  the  en- 
gineer did  not  break  the  contract.  Mr.  Healy 
thinks  not,  but  as  a  member  of  the  committee  I 
should  think  it  a  fair  chance  of  having  a  legal 
difficulty,  for  the  contract  was  certainly  largely 
changed  by  the  engineer. 

Mr.  Bigelow— 1  am  very  sorry  to  be  obliged  to 
move  the  previous  question  so  much,  but  I  tnink 
gentlemen  would  talk  all  night  if  I  did  not.  I 
will  move  the  previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rosnosky  ol  Ward  9,  the 
question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barry,  Bartlett,  Bigelow,  Bowker, 
Brimbecom,  Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  £1.  B.  Clapp, 
Conlin,  Connell,  Daly,  Dana,  Devlin,  J.  Doherty, 
Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell,  Fisk,  Fitzpatrick, 
Ford,  Freeman,  Gomez,  Greenough.  Hagar,  Hart, 
Hilton,  Hosley,  Lauten,  Lovell,  McNamara,  N.  M. 
Morrison,  Mullett,  Parkman,  Pope,  Pratt,  Pray, 
Quigley,  Rogers,  Smith,  Swa",  Vfles,  Wakefield, 
Walsh,  Wharton,  Wheeler— 47. 

Nays— Messrs  Bea),  Costello,  Cotton,  C.  F.  Do- 
herty, Gove,  Harding,  Huntress,  Maguire,  J.  A. 
McLaughlin,  Means,  P.  Morrison,  Murphy,  Pow- 
ers, Rosnosky,  Teevan,  Welch,  Whitmore— 17. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Boyle,  Cronin, 
Denney,  Mathews,  McCormick,  P.  J.  McLaughlin, 
Williams— 7. 

Mr.  Greenough  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 
Carried,  and  the  order  was  read  a  second  time 
and  passed.  Mr.  Greenough  moved  a  recon- 
sideration, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.  Lost. 
Sent  up. 

CORPORATION   COUNSEL. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  called  up  the  special 
assignment  for  8.30  P.  In.,  viz.: 

Order  for  a  joint  special  committee  to  nominate 
a  corporation  counsel. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Wheeler  moved  a 
reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Huntress  of 
Ward  11,  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  and  Pope  of  Ward 
9  on  said  committee. 

Sent  up. 

HOMCEOPATHIC  HOSPITAL, 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  called  up  the  past 
assignment,  viz.: 

Order  to  grant  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital  a  lot 
of  land  on  Albany  street  to  be  used  for  hospital 
purposes. 

Mr.  Whitmore  desired  the  call  to  be  withdrawn, 
as  Mr.  Willams  of  Ward  11  was  absent  and  de- 
sired to  discuss  the  question. 

Mr.  Freeman  insisted  upon  the  call,  having  un- 
derstood that  Mr. Williams  would  be  absent  about 
six  weeks. 

The  quHstion  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading,  and  Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  asked 
Mr.  Freeman  for  some  reason  why  it  should  be 
passed. 

Mr.  Freeman — This  matter  has  been  before  the 
Council  so  long  I  suppose  they  understand  it. 
But  at  the  risk  of  telling  what  they  already  know, 
I  will  explain  it  a  little.  The  lot  referred  to  is  on 
Albany  street  between  Stoughton  and  East  Con- 
cord streets,  contains  about  16,000  square  feet, 
and  adjoins  the  lot  now  occupied  by  the  Homoeo- 
pathic Hospital.  It  is  as-essed  at  $20,000,  and  at 
the  rate  the  city  sold  land  in  that  vicinity  last 
year  it  is  worth  $12,000.  Owing  to  its  peculiar 
situation  and  its  proximity  to  the  City  Hospital 
it  is  practically  or  no  value  for  sale.  It  caunot  be 
used  for  manufacturing  purposes.  The  presi- 
dent of  the  trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  came  be- 
fore the  committee  and  said  it  would  be  unadvisa- 
ble  to  have  any  manufacturing  going  on  there,  as 
it  would  be  very  injurious  to  the  City  Hos- 
pital. The  only  use  it  could  be  put  to 
that  would  not  be  objectionable  to  the 
hospital  would  be  for  enlarging  some  such 
institution  or  being  laid  out  as  a  public  square. 
It  will  be  decidedly  more  useful  if  it  is  devoted 


to  some  purpose  of  doing  good.  The  committee 
believe  that  end  will  be  accomplished  by  giving  it 
to  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital.  They  need  a  ward 
for  surgical  and  lying-in  patients.  As  every 
medical  gentleman  knows,"  it  is  not  good  for  a 
hospital  to  have  all  their  surgical  and  medical 
cases  treated  in  the  same  ward.  In  the  City  Hos- 
pital they  have  extra  beds  in  the  wards  and  cor- 
ridors, and  the  institution  is  crowded.  If  mat- 
ters go  on  as  they  have  been  fot  some  time,  the 
City  Hospital  will  have  to  be  enlarged.  The 
Homoeopathic  Hospital  have  treated  a  great  many 
free  patients.  According  to  their  last  report, 
they  treated  ninety-three  free  patients,  at  a  cost 
of  nearly  $5000.  That  is  all  for  the  benefit  of  the 
city.  That  amount  is  a  very  large  inter- 
est on  the  amount  which  the  city  will 
give  if  it  contributes  this  land  to  the  institu- 
tion. By  giving  them  this  land  so  that  they  can 
enlarge  the  hospital  it  will  encourage  those  in- 
terested in  homoeopathy  to  subscribe  for  the  new 
building.  It  seems  to  me  that  homoeopathy 
should  nave  some  recognition.  About  one-third 
or  a  quarter  of  the  physicians  in  Boston  are 
homoeopaths,  and  about  the  same  proportion  of 
taxpayers  must  be  homoeopaths.  They  cannot 
be  treated  by  homoeopathic  physicians  at  the 
City  Hospital,  and  it  seems  to  me' they  should  get 
some  recognition  and  return  for  the"  taxes  that 
they  pay.  The  only  way  to  do  that  is-  to  build 
them  another  ward  to  the  hospital,  and  the  do- 
nation of  this  land  will  be  a  proper  recognition 
by  the  city.  Another  leason  was  that  the  Homoe- 
opathic Hospital  paid  a  dollar  a  foot  for  this  land, 
a  very  high  price,  while  the  land  adjoining  it, 
equally  good,  was  sold  to  another  institutiun  for 
3^1^  cents  a  foot.  If  we  give  this  land  to  the 
Homoeopathic  Hospital  it  will  average  the  price 
down  to  62%  cents.  The  Trustees  of  the  City 
Hospital  are  all  in  favor  of  making  this  grant.  I 
believe  there  is  no  legal  objection  to  it.  That  is 
a  statement  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Parkman— I  wanted  to  ask  the  gentleman 
one  question.  He  has  stated  that  the  Hom- 
oeopathic Hospital  very  much  needs  a  surgical 
and  a  lying-in  ward.  I  would  like  to  ask  how  sur- 
gical and  lying-in  cases  are  treated  differently  by 
homoeopathy  from  alopathy  ? 

Mr.  Freeman— I  believe  they  are  treated  in  the 
same  manner,  but  they  have  a  great  many  such 
cases  in  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital.  Last  year 
there  were  75  surgical  and  125  medical  cases. 
Students  in  surgery  in  the  Homoeopathic  Hos- 
pital are  allowed  in  the  City  Hospital,  but  are  not 
allowed  to  practise  there. 

Mr.  Parkman— Do  I  understand  the  gentleman 
to  say  that  the  City  Hospital  cannot  take  their 
surgical  cases  because  of  being  so  crowded?  It 
does  n't  seem  to  me  that  there  is  any  necessity 
for  giving  this  lot  to  them  for  a  ward  for  surgical 
cases.  I  don't  see  any  difference  between  cut- 
ting off  a  leg  by  homoeopathy  or  alopathy. 

Mr.  Freeman — The  City  Hospiral  has  been  very 
much  crowded.  The  aisles,  corridors  and  wards 
have  been  filled  with  beds,  both  in  the  medical 
and  surgical  wards.  They  have  been  so  crowded 
that  they  feel  anxious  to  get  more  room.  If  we 
give  this  Homce  >pathic  Hospital  this  land,  and 
enable  them  to  build  a  surgical  ward,  thpy  can 
take  their  cases  iu  there  instead  of  having  them 
in  the  medical  ward,  and  it  will  be  so  much  saved 
to  the  city.  They  saved  the  city  last  year  about 
$5000  in  taking  care  of  free  patients. 

Mr.  Parkman— Is  there  any  provision  that  when 
a  person  is  injured  and  wants  a  surgical  opera- 
tion that  he  cannot  go  to  the  City  Hospital  and 
get  treatment? 

Mr.  Freeman — Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Mr  Parkman — I  am  verry  sorry  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  11  [Mr.  Williams]  who  is  an 
educated  physician,  and  very  competent  to 
speak  on  this  matter,  is  absent.  But  as  his  ab- 
sence is  to  be  of  long  duration,  I  do  not  think  he 
desires  it  should  be  postponed  until  his  return. 
I  have  no  doubt  the  Horncenpathic  Hospital  is  an 
extremely  deserving  institution.  But  I  do  not 
think  it  is  a  good  precedent  to  establish  for  the 
city  of  Boston  to  give  any  of  its  funds  or  proper- 
ty, as  it  would  be  doing  in  this  case,  to  any  insti- 
tution which  is  not  controlled  by  i'self. 
I  simply  put  it  on  that  ground.  There 
are  maiiy  worthy  institutions  in  the  city — hospi- 
tals, museums — which  are  for  the  general  bene- 
fit of  the  public.  While  I  do  not  want  to  go  into 
any  discussion  of  the  relative  merits  of  homoeop- 
athy, alopathy,  or  any  other  pathy,  yet  I  do  wish 
to  enter  a  protest  against  a  precedent  which  I 
think  will  be  established  in  this  case,  and  which 
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tne  gt-nrieman  «h<>  has  advocated  this  measure 
has  not  been  able  to  prevent, 

Mr.  Luvell— 1'ne  gentleman  who  bat  just  taken 
his  seat  seems  to  leel  bad  ab"Ut  establishing  a 
precedent.  They  sold  me  Catholic  Orphan  Asy- 
lum land,  of  considerable  value,  at  a  very  low 
price,  and  they  sold  the  land  tor  the  Sew  England 
Female  Medical  College  at  37y2  cents  a  foot,  and 
the  Homceopatie  Hospital  paid'  $1  a  foot  for  land 
adjoining  it.  The  Catholic  Orphan  Asylum  has 
been  a  benefit  r.>  the  city,  and  1  understand 
has  taken  care  of  thousands  of  children,  which 
otherwise  wmud  have  had  to  be  caird  for  by  the 
City.  The  Homoeopathic  Hospital  has  cared  for 
Boiuething  like  20,000  patients  in  the  last  five 
years.  The  average  cost  to  the  city  in  caring 
lor  patients  is  $1  each.  Ibis  would  make 
$20,000.  Xmv.  in  caring  for  this  number, 
they  have  greatly  relieved  the  city.  This 
item  should  have  some  weight  with  the  Council. 
I  went  to  see  this  pioperiy  the  other  day, 
and  it  looked  son  ethmg  like  ihe  breaking  up  of 
a  camp  meeting.  It  is  no  ornament  to  the  city.  It 
struck  me  thai  if  the  hospital  could 
have  control  of  the  land  they  would 
make  it  ornamental,  but  it  will  be  an  im- 
provement to  their  institution.  It  has  been  told 
me  that  the  directors  of  the  hospital  are  very 
much  opposed  to  having  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments placed  upon  that  land,  for  the  reason 
that  it  will  he  liable  to  produce  noise  and  be  in- 
jurious to  the  patients,  and  also  deprive  them  of 
needed  light  and  a>r.  Taking  into  consideration 
the  amount  of  money  they  paid  for  the  land  and 
the  number  of  patients  tney  have  treated,  it  seems 
to  me  it  is  .not  no  unreasonable  request  to  make. 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  wish  to  say  one  word  in  reply  to 
the  suggestion  that  a  precedent  will  be  estab- 
lished. 1  think  the  precedent  will  not  he  estab- 
lished it.  this  case,  because  we  have  a  reason  ap- 
plying specially  to  this  case  for  making  this 
conveyance.  It  we  do  ii  we  shall  greatly  benefit 
tbef'irv  Hospital  indirectly.  Itshould  he  borne  in 
mind  that  application  has  been  made  once  or  twice 
by  the  Homoeopathic  physicians  to  be  allowed  to 
practise  in  tb-  City  Hospital.  It  they  were 
allowed  there,  tbe  two  systems  being  so  radically 
different,  the  institution  would  be  seriously  in- 
jured. If  we  make  this  conveyance,  which  1  be- 
lieve to  be  proper,  it  will  certainly  lend  to  prevent 
their  applying  again  for  admission  to  the  City 
Hospital.  It  may  be  suggested  that  we  sh<  uld  not 
have  special  reasons  for  making  a  conveyance  of 
property  to  any  other  institution  as  might  apply. 
I  therefore  think  it  will  greatly  benefit  the  City 
Hospital  to  make  this  conveyance,  in  an  indirect 
way  at  least. 

Mr.  WhartoD  of  Ward  11— I  must  express  my- 
self as  agreeing  entirely  with  the  gentleman 
from  Warn  a.  I  hope  this  order  will  not  pass.  It 
is  a  very  serious  proceeding  on  the  part  of  a 
city  to  give  away  its  property  for  no  compensa- 
tion whatever.  That  Is  the  position  in  this  case. 
If  we  give  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital  this  land, 
we  shall  give  it  to  them  for  no  compensation. 
Now,  sir,  that  is  a  very  dangerous  proceeding.  It 
is  a  precedent  fraught  wbh  evil  in  the  future. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  1  says  instances  of  this 
kind  have  occurred  before.  If  so  it  is  time  such 
instances  ceased  to  occur.  If  we  give  the  land  in 
this  case,  we  shall  he  met  in  the  future  with  the 
same  argument  now  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  l,  that  we  have  given  tbe  tano  to  the  Ho- 
moeoj  athic  Hospital  tor  nothing,  and  why 
should  n't  we  give  whatever  may  he  asked  for 
hereafter?  There  are  many  other  institutions  to 
which  we  could  give  land  with  equal  propriety. 
In  one  year  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital 
trees  the  city  from  tne  support  of  over  seven 
hundred  sick  people.  The  Boston  Dispensary  has 
been  working  since  1796  and  takes  care  of 
thousands  of  sick  people  in  a  year.  We 
have  never  given  them  anything.  If  they  should 
ask  us  for  a  piece  of  land  after  we  give 
this  land  to  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital,  could  we 
rightly  refuse  it?  These  are  only  two  instances. 
As  we  all  know,  there  are  numerous  institutions 
in  Boston,  every  one  ol  which  relieves  the  city 
from  some  expense,  and  any  one  of  th<  m  releases 
the  city  from  as  much  expense  as  the  Homoeopath- 
ic Hospital  has  done  this  year.  I  repeat  that  if  we 
acknowledge  the  claim  in  this  case,  there  is  no 
limit  to  the  claims  that  can  be  made  against  the 
city,  and  made  justly.  FurtLermore  there  is  no 
obligation  noon  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital  to 
support  any  of  the  sick  poor  people  of  Bos- 
ton in  tbe  tutnre.  After  ihe  hospital  gets  this 
land  there  is  nothing  to  ho'd  it  hereafter  to  the 


support  of  any  sick  people  of  this  city.  As  we 
have  seen,  it  only  relieved  the  city  of  a  few  last 
year.  It  may  stop  altogether  alter  it  gets  the 
land.  I  do  not  mean  to  impute  any  bad 
motive  to  the  corpora  ion.  but  1  say  the  city 
will  get  nothing  for  the  land.  It  has  been  argued 
that  this  land  should  not  be  used  for  manufac- 
turing purposes.  Very  well,  let  ihe  city  keep  it 
open;  it  has  been  so  kept  for  years.  Let  it  remain 
so.  If  the  city  is  willing  to  give  the  land  away, 
it  can  certainly  afford  to  keep  it  open.  Let  us 
avoid  the  very  evil  precedent  of  giving  land  away 
to  institutions  of  this  nature  without  any  compen- 
sation wnatever.    I  hone  the  oider  will  not  pass. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— I  should  regard  it  as  a 
misfortune  to  have  this  order  pass.  I  agree  with 
and  heartily  appivve  everything  the  last  gentle- 
man has  said.  One  argument  has  been  urged  in 
favor  of  the  order  to  which  I  would  like  to  al- 
lude, that  they  paid  $1  a  foot  for  this  land,where- 
as  the  other  institution  paid  thirtj-seven  and  a 
halt  cents.  We  all  know  that  the  slightest  differ- 
ence in  position  causes  a  great  difference  in  the 
price  of  land.  I  can  see  one  reason  why  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital  paid  more  for 
land  in  one  position  than  another  institution  did 
for  a  piece  of  land  in  another  position.  We  all 
know  that  the  homoeopaths  have  been  seeking  to 
place  themselves  on  an  equality  with  the  old 
school.  By  having  the  hospital  next  to  the  City 
Hospital,  they  acquired  an  >-asy  description.  Any 
body  inquiring  for  it  would  know  where  it  was 
upon  being  told  that  it  was  next  to  the  City  Hos- 
pital. Visitors  coining  to  the  City  Hospital 
could  more  easily  find  it.  Whether  this  is  a  ten- 
dency in  the  same  direction  I  do  not  know.  The 
directors  of  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital  were  men 
of  sagacity.  If  the  city  asked  a  dollar  a  loot, 
they  were  by  no  means  obliged  to  pay  it.  They 
paid  it,  and  I  have  n't  heard  it  said  that  it  was 
too  high  a  price  for  the  land.  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  men  of  experience  and  sagacity  did  see  fit  to 
pay  a  dollar  a  foot  for  that  land,  we  ought  to  as- 
sume that  the  price  was  a  fair  one. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21 — I  was  very  much  relieved 
when  I  heard  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  adduce 
some  sober  reasons  against  the  passage  of  this 
order.  The  debate  against  it  began  in  levity.  It 
does  not  seem  to  me  to  call  for  levity  at  all.  Only 
two  things  have  been  said  against  it  so 
lar;  one  is,  it  is  making  a  bad  prece- 
dent, and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  has 
put  that  very  strongly.  I  do  not  stand  in 
such  mortal  terror  of  precedents.  If  a  thing  is 
right,  1  say  do  it,  and  never  mind  what  will  come 
hereafter.  If  it  is  right  for  us  to  say  that  five 
times  four  are  twenty,  we  ought  to  say  so,  and 
not  be  afraid  of  somebody  saying  that  five  times 
four  are  twenty-five.  It  seems  to  me  the  order  is 
a  very  proper  one  to  pass.  The  question  should 
receive  serious  consideration  before  we  reject  it. 
It  is  easy  to  be  charitable  when  we  are  gaming 
something  by  it.  It  is  easy  to  give  land  if  we  are 
to  be  benefited  by  it.  Tbe  gentleman  from  Ward 
10  shows  we  are  going  to  get  benefit.  It  is  not 
salable  land,  and  not  to  be  devoted  to  manufac- 
turing purposes;  it  is  near  the  Cit?  Hos'pital,  and 
ought  to  be  kept  open.  One  of  the  gentlemen 
says  if  we  cannot  afford  to  give  the  land  to  the 
hospital,  why  not  keep  it  open  as  a  public 
square?  That  would  involve  an  annua)  expendi- 
ture. Suppose  we  say  to  them  that  we  will  give 
tbem  the  land  on  the  condition  that  they 
will  keep  it.  for  hospital  purposes,  and  whenever 
it  is  used  for  anv  other  purpose  it  shall  revert  to 
the  city.  That  is  the  position  in  which  ihe  matter 
stands,  notwithstanding  the  smiles  of  some  of 
those  opposed  to  it.  It  is  desirable  to  keep  that 
land  open  unless  it  is  used  for  some  quiet  pur- 
pose, and  hospital  purposes  are  most  desirable. 
This  is  a  free  hospital,  just  as  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  is  free.  It  is  a  deserving  insti- 
tution and  the  city  would  do  well  to  favor  it  if  it 
can  do  so,  and  at.  the  same  time  favor  itself.  It 
is  true  the  homoeopaths  have  been  endeavoring 
to  keep  themselves  on  an  equality  with  the  regu- 
lar school,  as  they  like  to  call  themselves,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  if  the  gentleman  (who  is  a  mem- 
ber, probably,  of  tne  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society)  were  here  tonight,  he  would  oppose  it, 
because  it  would  be  the  tactics  of  that  society 
to  oppose  everything  of  the  kind,  and  he  would 
not  be  in  good  standing  in  the  society  if  he  did 
not  oppose  it.  The  Homoeopathic  school  of 
medicine  was  started  by  men  of  enlightened 
scholarship,  and  was  a  protest  against  the  old- 
style  extravagant  system  of  treating  men  for  dis- 
eases.   It  was  started  at  a   time  when  a  protest 
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against  the  old-time  systems  of  medicine  was  as 
much  needed  as  the  old-time  protest  of  the 
Protestants  against  the  Catholics  was  needed.  It 
took  a  long  time  for  Catholics  and  Protestants  to 
live  together,  and  learn  that  they  were  all  leading 
to  the  same  end,  following  the  same  principles  of 
religion  and  morality.  It  will  take  a  long  time 
for  homoeopaths  and  allopaths  to  live  and  work 
together  in  charity.  Now  we  have  the  City  Hos- 
pital. Patients  can  go  there  and  he  treated 
according  to  what  the  practitioners  call  the 
scientific  system.  But  they  cannot  go  there 
and  be  treated  Dy  a  homoeopath.  This  is 
not  because  it  would  be  a  bad  thing  to 
have  the  homoeopathic  treatment  introduced 
there,  but  because  there  would  be  so  much  quar- 
relling among  the  physicians.  That  is  the  only 
reason  why  it  would  not  be  perfectly  proper  to 
kave  homoeopathic  physicians  appointed  on  the 
list  of  visiting  physicians.  But  it  is  not  well  to 
introduce  dissensions  there.  Now  We  have  anoth- 
er institution  founded  by  men  entitled  to  respect, 
founded  for  a  noble  purpose,  carried  on  without 
expense  to  the  city,  and  relieving  the  city  of  five 
thousand  dollars  a  year  in  the  care  of  sick  poor. 
It  is  adjacent  to  the  very  land  we  want  to  keep 
open  and  prevent  diverting  to  other  uses.  So  by 
favoring  this  hospital  we  favor  ourselves;  by 
granting  them  this  land  we  very  much  favor 
them  and  protect  our  own  institution.  Why 
should  n't  we  doit?  Theie  isn't  anything  ri- 
diculous about  it.  There  isn't  anything  to  be 
smiled  at.  Nobody  claims  that  you  have  to  am- 
putate a  leg  or  deliver  a  child  hornoeopathi- 
eally.  I  am  aware  that  a  laugh  often  does  more 
harm  than  a  logical  statemeut.  But  it  is  true 
that  in  almost  every  instance  of  a  surgical  op- 
eration there  are  following  conditions  which  have 
to  be  trea'ed  medically.  It  is  true  that  a  large 
and  increasing  portion  of  this  community  is  in 
the  homoeopathic  faith.  They  have  homoeopathic 
physicians  when  they  can  afford  them.  It  is  well 
that  some  of  the  free  patients,  some  of  the  peo- 
ple unable  to  pay  hospital  expenses,  if  they  are 
unfortunate  and  require  public  aid,  should  have 
a  place  where  they  can  go  and  be  treated  accord- 
ing to  that  method,  if  they  prefer  it;  so  I  say  the 
question  whether  it  is  a  good  or  bad  precedent 
should  not  enter  into  the  case.  If  it  is  a  good 
thing,  let  us  do  it  on  its  merits,  and  when  the 
next  thing  comes  up,  let  us  take  that  on  its  mer- 
its. Precedents  are  nothing  by  anticipation. 
The  only  way  to  consider  a  precedent  is 
to  look  back  and  see  if  the  cases  are 
parallel.  I  don't  think  the  question  whether 
this  institution  paid  a  dollar  a  toot  for  the  land, 
and  another  institution  37y2  cents  a  foot,  has  any- 
thing to  do  with  it.  1  hope  it  will  receive  the  con- 
sideration at  the  hands  of  this  Council  which  it 
deserves. 

.  Mr.  Rosnosky  moved  the  previous  question,  but 
withdrew  it  at  the  request  of  Mr.  "Whitmore. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  have  been  waiting  to  get  a 
chance  to  read  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor 
as  given  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men March  7,  in  a  letter  to  Alderman  Viles.  The 
answer  is  from  Mr.  Nettleton,  who  says  he  asked 
Mr.  Healy  whether  the  City  Government  had  a 
right  to  make  conveyance  of  public  lands  without 
consideration  therefor,  and  in  his  opinion  the 
City  Government  has  not  that  right.  He  also 
asked  his  opinion  as  to  the  City  Government's 
right  to  make  such  conveyances  for  a  nominal 
consideration,  and  Mr.  Healy  said  that  such  con- 
veyance would  be  a  compliance  with  the  letter  of 
the  law,  but  a  violation  of  its  spirit. 

Mr.  Whitmore  renewed  the  motion  for  the  pre- 
vious question.  Several  members  objected,  and 
the  Council  refused  to  order  the  main  question. 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  asked  the  City  Solicitor  it  it  had 
been  stated  to  him  that  this  conveyance  would 
also  be  made  upon  good  and  valuable  considera- 
tions, would  it  be  in  accordance  with  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  law,  those  considerations  being 
the  caring  for  seventy  or  a  hundred  free  patients. 
He  said  that  if  the  question  had  been  put  to  him 
in  that  way,  it  appearing  that  the  conveyance 
was  to  be  made  upon  good  and  valuable  consider- 
ation, other  than  the  one  dollar  as  a  nominal  con- 
sideration, it  would  be  a  legal  one,  and  the  spirit 
as  well  as  the  letter  of  the  law  would  be  observed. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10  if  he  thinks,  as  a  lawyer, 
that  there  is  any  good  and  valuable  considera- 
tion expressed  in  this  contract.  There  is  uo; 
agreement  in  the  conveyance  hy  the  city  that  the 
hospital  shall  provide  a  single  tree  bed.  They 
may  have  done  so  in  the  past,  but  the  good  and 


valuable  consideration  which    my  friend   talks 
about  is  entirely  out  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Freeman— [  chink  the  good  they  have  done 
in  the  past  is  a  valuable  consideration.  Last  year 
they  saved  $5000  to  the  city  by  their  treatment  of 
free  patients.  Two-thirds  of  the  whole  number 
treated  in  that  hospital  were  free  patients,  f 
think  the  believers  in  homoeopathy  ought  to  be 
considered  on  account  of  the  amount 
of  taxes  they  pay.  When  the  Massachu- 
setts General  Hospital  was  incorporated,  in 
1811,  the  State  "gave  them  the  Province 
House  Estate,  worth  $20,000.  It  is  now* 
of  great  value.  That  was  the  first  gift 
they  had  and  it  was  to  induce  citizens  to  sub- 
scribe to  the  hospital.  Last  year  they  took  care 
of  over  20,000  patients,  and  it  all  started  from 
this  grant  of  the  Province  House  estate. 

Mr.  Parkman — Does  not  the  estate  retain  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  control  over  the  Massachusetts 
General  Hospital  by  appointing  some  of  the 
trustees? 

Mr.  Freeman— I  do  not  know.  1  suppose  the 
Homoeopathic  Hospital  would  liKe  the  city  to 
appoint  a  trustee  in  their  hospital,  but  I  do  not 
think  the  city  would  care  tor  it.  On  the  12th  of 
April,  1867,  the  city  sold  to  the  Home  for  Destitute 
Children  on  Harrison  avenue  the  other  end  of 
this  piece  of  land,  40,000  feet,  for  seventy-five 
cents  a  foot,  when  it  was  worth  a  dollar  and  a 
half  a  foot  at  that  time,  and  there  was  a  proviso 
that  if  within  twenty  years  it  was  used  for  any 
other  purpose  the  institution  should  pay 
the  difference  between  seventy-five  cents 
a  foot  and  a  dollar  and  a  half,  with  interest.  I 
think  that  is  a  sufficient  precedent.  It  was  as 
clear  a  grant  to  that  institution  as  this  would  be. 
It  don't  make  any  difference  whether  $60,000 
worth  of  property  is  sold  for  $30,000,  or  $20,000 
worth  of  property'is  sold  for  one  dollar. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25— t  think  the  Council 
have  heard  enough  of  the  different  systems  prac- 
tised at  the  different  hospitals,  and  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  Pratt  hoped  the  previous  question  would 
not  be  ordered,  for  the  reason  that  the  condi- 
tions in  the  order  had  not  been  fully  discussed, 
and  these  he  read  and  explained  until  the  time 
for  debate  upon  the  call  for  the  previous  question 
expired. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading — yeas 
29,  nays  28. 

Yeas  —  Messrs.  Bartlett,  Bigelow,  Bowker, 
Child,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Conuell,  Costello,  D<ina. 
C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Far- 
well,  Ford,  Freeman,  Gomez,  Hilton,  Hosley 
Lauten,Lovell,J.  A.  McLaughlin,  Prav, Swan,Vlle& 
Wakefield,     Walsh,      Welch.  Wheeler— 2S. 

Nays  —  Messrs.  Barry,  Heal,  Brimbecom.  H. 
Clapp,  Cotton,  Daly,  Devlin,  Emery,  Fitzpatrick 
Gove,  Greenough,  Hagar,  Harding,  Hart,  Hun 
tress,  Maguire,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Murphy, 
Parkman,  Pope,  Powers,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Ros- 
nosky,   Teevan,    Wharton,  Whitmore— 28. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Boyle,  Brown, 
Conlin,  Cronin,  Denney,  Fick,  Mathews,  MeCor- 
mick,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  McNamara,Means,  N.  M. 
Morrison,    Pratt,    Smith,  Williams— 15. 

Mr.  Freeman  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
that  the  order  might  take  its  second  reading  this 
evening.    Lost. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Pratt  explained  that  he  did 
not  vote  on  the  question  because  he  had  paireo: 
with  his  colleague  of  Ward  21,  Mr.  Smith.  He 
would  have  voted  in  the  affirmative  and  Mr. 
Smith  in  the  negative. 

COMMONWEALTH  AVENUE. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Council  consid- 
ered the  order  to  continue  the  work  of  tilling 
Commonwealth  avenue  between  the  Beacon 
entrance  to  the  Back  Bay  Park  and  West  Chester 
Park  by  extending  the  present  contracts  or  by 
new  contracts. 

Mr.  Pratt  suggested  that  there  was  an  iudeti- 
niteness  about  this  order  which  would  make  it 
undesirable  to  pass  in  that  form,  and  if  there 
were  existing  contracts  why  should  they  not  be 
carried  out? 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  said  he  was  exceedingly 
hoarse,  and  would  call  upou  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Clapp  of  Ward  24,  to  explain  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed  by  a  division— 29  for  7- 
against. 
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AI'DIIHIIS    I   \IIJHIT. 

Thp  Auditor's  exhibit  of  the  state  of  tbe  appro- 
priations oi  April  1  was  receiver  (City  Doc.  53) 
and  sent  up. 

Appropriations Jl  6,542,868.47 

Expended    13,51:6,459.39 

balance  unexpended 3,016,409.08 

Sl.-pKRINTENOENT    OF    STREETS. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  (City  Doc.  48)  was  received  and  sent  up. 

The  expenditures  h^ve  been  as  loilows: 

City  Proper S282.009.52 

Roxbury 102,91 4.94 

South  K'oston 81,382.30 

Eaat  Boston 54.209  38       • 

Dorchester 104.800.80 

West  Koxhm y 89.299.34 

Brighton 73,12' .55 

Charleston  n 62.851.74 

Bridge* 15,925  26 

Sprinkling  streets 33.306.95 

Incidentals 59,867.29 

Grade  Damages 8.044.55 

Charged   to    appropriation  for  Paving. 

etc 8968.629.62 

Completion  of  West  Cnester  Park,  etc.. 

special  appropriation 11,634.31 

Tremont  street  repaying,  special  appro- 

W>riatiou 22.631.91 
idening  Commercial  street,  special  ap- 
propriation   12.157.22 

Total gl,015,063,06 

The  amount    appropriated    for  paving. 

etc.,  for  the  hnancial  year    1880-81, 

was 9950.000.00 

Total  expenditures  to  .'an.  1,  1881  .  ...        893.994.51 

Balance    of   appropriation  unexpended 
.Ian.  1.1881 $56,005.49 

The  amount  of  bills  for  edgestones,  construct- 
ing sidewalks,  manure;  etc.,  lodged  with  the  City 
Collector  during  the  year  isso,  was  $15,665.70. 

The  auioui.t  paid  into   the   city  treasury  during 
the   same   period,  and   Ci edited   as   having   been 
paid  in  by  the  Paving   Department  on  account  of 
work  uone  by  said  department,  was  $18,039.90. 
errs  HOSPITAL. 

.Mr.  Hosley  of  Ward  15  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  City  Hos- 
pital, to  whom  ivss  referred  as  a  part  of  the  nn- 
tinisneo  business  or  last  year  the  message  of  'he 
Mayor  recommending  the  collection  of  charges 
for  the  enroot  non-paying  patients  at  the  City 
Hospital,  Irom  the  State  and  cities  or  towns  legal- 
ly liable  for  their  support,  beg  leave  to 
report  as  follows:  The  committee  have  given  the 
subject  careful  attention  anil  consulted  with  the 
City  Solicitor,  and  also  the  different  boards  di- 
rectly Interested  in  the  question.  It  appears  that 
the  Board  ot  Overseers  oi  tbe  Poor  are  authorized 
by  law  to  collect  from  the  State  and  other  cities 
or  towns  the  amount  due  lor  the  care  of  persons 
not  having  a  settlement  in  Boston.  It  is  there- 
fore only  necessary  for  the  trustees  of  the  City 
Hospital  to  Inform  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  that 
patients  of  the  class  referred  to  are  being  sup- 
ported at  the  City  Hospital,  tc  enable  the  latter 
board  to  make  the  collections  in  the  usual  man- 
ner. No  action  is  therefore  required  on  tne  part 
of  the  City  Council. 

For  the  committee, 

Henry  e.  Hosi.ey. 

Accepted.     Sent  up. 

CONDITIONS     EEXEAS1 

Mr.  Freeman  oi  Ward  10  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

Tbe  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
respectfully  report  on  the  accompanying  petition 
of  Betsey  J.  Pope  the  following  order. 
For  the  Committee, 

James  <;.  Freeman 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized  to  execute  an  instrument, 
satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  whereby  the 
city  shall  declare,  so  tar  as  it  may  lawfully  do  so 
without  affecting  the  legal  or  equitable  rights  of 
third  parties  holding  title  under  it,  that  the  con- 
ditions set  forth  in  a  deed  from  the  inhabitants 
oi  the  town  of  Boston  to  Uriah  Ootliog,  dated 
Sept.  4,  1806,  and  recorded  with  Sufrolk  Deeds, 
hook  218,  page  61,  snail  be  regarded  and  consid- 
ered by4the  city  as  restrictions  merely,  and  that  it 
will  not  claim  any  forieiture  of  the  land  described 
in  said  deed  by  reason  of  any  breach  in  said  con- 
ditions. 

Order  read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  up. 


THE  WARD"  THIRTEEN  CONTESTED  ELECTION  CASE. 

Mr.  Wharton  submitted  the  following  (City 
Doc.  54): 

The  Committee  on  Elections,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Martin  T.  Folan,  contest- 
ing tue  seat  now  occupied  by  Joseph  B.  Gomez  at 
this  board,  having  considered  the  subject,  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

The  petitioner  claimed  that  three  couises  of 
action  were  open  to  the  committee:  1.  That  the 
returns  of  the  precinct  officers  must  be  received 
as  setting  out  the  true  state  of  the  vote,  in  which 
case  the  petitioner  must  be  declared  elected,  he 
having  received,  according  to  these  returns,  a 
majority  of  six  votes  over  Mr.  Gomez.  2.  That  if 
the  returns  ot  the  precinct,  officers  were  not  so  re- 
ceived, then,  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  deter- 
mining the  true  result  of  the  voting  in  Precinct  3, 
the  wnole  poll  of  the  precinct  should  be  rejected, 
and  the  election  should  be  declared  void.  3.  That 
if  neither  of  the  above  views  should  meet  witn 
approval  of  the  committee,  the  committee  should 
recount  the  votes  counted  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. 

It  appeared  to  the  committee  in  view  of  the 
many  discrepancies  found  by  the  present  Board 
of  Aldermen  to  exist  in  the  recount  by  the  com- 
mittee ot  the  former  board,  that  little  confidence 
could  be  placed  in  their  return.  It,  moreover,  ap- 
peared from  the  evidence  taken  at  the  investiga- 
tion into  the  conduct  of  the  electiou  in  Precinct, 
of  Ward  13  (City  Doe.  No.  26;,  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  place  any  reliance  i>i  the  returns  of  the 
precinct  officers.  In  this  phase  of  the  case  it 
seemed  to  the  committee  that  it  was  their  duty 
to  count  the  ballots  cast  in  said  ward,  and  counted' 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  to  declare  to  the- 
Council  the  result. 

Accordingly  the  committee  have  made  a  very 
caief  u)  and  thorough  recount  of  the  said  ballots, 
and  present  the  to. lowing  exhibit,  showing  the 
votes  cast  for  both  the  petitioner  and  incumbent, 
as  returned  by  the  ward  officers,  as  counted  by 
the  aldermanic  committee  of  1880,  and  as  re- 
counted by  your  committee. 

Martin  T.  Folan. 

Totals. 
1.       2.     3.     4.      6. 

Ward  return 218    302    94    96    133    843 

Recount  by  Aldermen 199    291    61    94    125    770 

Recount  bv  Committee  on 

Elections 222    299    61     97    121    800 

Joseph  fi .  (i'(i/i/fi. 

Ward  return 150    184  130192    181    837 

Recount  by  Aldermen 100    200    79  180    177    796 

Recount  oy  Committee  on 

Elections.  148    182    79  187    178    774 

It  is  clear  from  the  above  exhibit  that,  whether 
the  ballots  found  in  the  ballot  box  in  Precinct  3 
(which  were  counted  by  the  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen)  be  counted  or  rejected,  the 
petitioner  would  sell  have  a  majority  over  Mr. 
Gomez  of  20  votes  if  the  ballots  are  counted,  and 
of  44  ir  they  are  rejected.  It  was  therefore  un- 
necessary for  the  committee  to  consider,  in  the 
present  case,  whether  the  entile  poll  of  Precinct  3 
should  be  rejected  or  not. 

The  committee  would  further  state  that,  al- 
though tney  aie  of  opinion  that  the  conduct  of 
tbe  precinct  officers  in  Precinct  3  was  such  as  to 
unfloubteuly  disfranchise  a  certain  number  of 
voters  in  said  precinct,  still  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  over  lotir-rifths  ot  the  voters  of  Ward  13  had 
a  proper  opportunity  to  exercise  their  franchise," 
and  have  clearly  manifested  their  choice,  and  in 
the  Absence  of  any  evidence  to  show  that  the 
votes  of  the  persons  so  disfranchised  would  have 
changed  the  result,  the  committee  do  not  think 
that  they  can  properly  recommend  that  the  elec- 
tion in  the  whole  of  the  ward  should  be  declared 
void . 

They  would,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution. 

William  V.  Wharton. 
Thomas  J.  Dennev. 
William  J.  Welch. 
Charles  Wheeler. 
Arthur  F.  Means. 

Whereas,  It  appears,  from  an  inspection  of  the 
ballots  cast  at  the  last  municipal  election  in  Ward 
13,  that  Martin  T.  Folan  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Common  Council,  instead  of  Joseph  B.  Go- 
loez,  who  received  a  certificate  of  election, 

Resolved,  That  Manin  T.  Folan  is  entitled  to 
the  seat  at  this  board  now  occupied  by  Joseph  B. 
Gomez. 

The  report  was  accepted.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Wharton  of  Ward  11  the  acceptance    was  recon- 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


Sidered,  and  the  consideration  of  the  subject  was 
specially  assigned  to  tlie  next  meeting. 

SAFEGUARDS  AGAINST  FIRE. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Joint  Standing  Corntnittea  on  Ordinances, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  draft  of  an  ordinance 
in  relation  to  safeguards  against  fire,  having  con- 
sidered the  subject,  would  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  ordinance  in  a  new  draft, 
as  follows.  For  the  Committee, 

William  H.  Whitmore. 

CITY    OF   BOSTON, 

In  the  year  one  thousand   eight   hundred   and 

eighty-one. 

An  Ordinance 

Concerning  Safeguards  Against  Fire. 

Be  it  ordained   by   the  Aldermeo   and  Common 

Council  of  the  city  of  Bostou,   in   City  Council 

assembled,  as  follows  ; 

Section  1.  The  Chief  Engineer  and  the  assist- 
ant engineers  of  the  Fire  Department  shall  have 
authority,  under  the  direction  of  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners, to  examine  all  places  where  shavings 
or  other  combustible  materials  are  collected  or 
deposited,  and  report  to  said  commissioners  from 
time  to  time  the  condition  in  this  respect  of  the 
district  to  which  they  are  assigned;  and  when- 
ever said  commissioners  deem  said  materials  so 
collected  or  deposited  are  liable  to  cause  fires, 
they  shall  direct  the  tenant  or  occupant  of  said 
places  to  remove  such  shavings  or  other  combus- 
tible materials.  In  case  such  tenant  or  occupant 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  remove  such  combusti- 
ble materials,  the  said  commissioners  shall  cause 
the  same  to  be  removed  at  his  expense.  Any  per- 
son neglecting  or  refusing  to  remove  such  com- 
bustible materials,  or  obstructing  the  said  com- 
missioners or  engineers  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  herein  imposed  upon  them,  shall  be  liable 
to  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  five  dollars  nor  more 
than  fifty  dollars. 

The  ordinance  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  to  suspend  the  rule  in 
order  that  the  ordinance  may  be  considered  at 
the  present  time,  because  it  is  a  very  important 
matter.  It  was  omitted  by  accident  and  is  now 
reenacted  in  the  same  form  in  which  it  stood 
previous  to  the  year  1876.  It  was  presented  to 
the  Boaid  of  Aldermen,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances,  and  at  a  meeting  today  they 
voted  to  recommend  the  passage  of  the  old  ordi- 
nance,and  also  to  make  the  suggestion  of  urgency, 
as  there  are  cases  now  before  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners where  danger  is  imminent  all  the  time. 
For  those  reasons  I  hope  the  Council  will  be  wil- 
ling to  consider  it  tonight.  The  present  draft 
has  only  a  few  verbal  changes  from  the  ordi- 
nances in  the  book  of  Statutes  and  Ordimnces. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  should  like  to  hear  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  what  the  verbal  changes 
are? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  have  no  means  of  making 
them  plain.  If  the  gentleman  will  look  at  section 
7  he  will  find  that  the  old  ordinance  covers  all 
the  points  there  are  here.  The  verbal  changes 
were  made  by  the  committee,  and  I  cannot  point 
them  out  without  reading  the  two  together. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— It  was  Intended  to  make 
the  ordinance  presented  precisely  the  same  as  in 
the  book  of  1876  There  are  some  provisions:  for 
instance,  "the  Chief  Engineer  and  Assistant  En- 
gineers appointed  by  the  Fire  Commissioners," 
we  changed  to  "of  the  Fire  Department."  We 
think  that  phraseology  a  little  shorter  and  better. 

Mr.  Parkman— I  would  ask  whether  this  ordi- 
nance has  been  submitted  to  the  City  Solicitor? 

The  President— It  has  not. 

Mr.  Parkman— I  remember  that  when  we  had 
this  question  up  before,  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  said  the  committee  were  accustomed  to 
submit  ordinances  to  the  City  Solicitor.  [Mr. 
Parkmau  read  the  report  of  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Whitmore  on  page  144  of  the  miuutes.] 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  glad  the  gentleman  called 
my  attention  to  that  matter.  The  condensed  re- 
port of  my  remark  covered  the  ground  much 
more  fully  than  I  stated.  I  did  not  make  any  such 
statement  at  that  time  as  is  in  those  words.  If 
the  reporter  has  his  notes  of  the  meeting  he  will 
find  quite  a  difference  between  what  I  said  and 
what  is  stated  in  the  condensed  report. 


Mr.  Bigelow  raised  the  point  that  a  quorum  was 
not  preseDt. 

the  President  directed  a.  call  of  the  roll  show- 
ing thirty-nine  members  present  as  follows: 

Present— Messrs.  Bailey,  Bartlett,  Beal,  Bige- 
low,  Brim'oecom,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  Connell,  Cos- 
tello,  Daly,  Dana,  Devlin,  Dudley,  Emery.  Far- 
well,  Fitzpatrick,  Freeman,  Greenough,  Haga 
Harding,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Huntress,  Lauten, 
Maguire,  0.  A.  McLaughlin,  Parkman,  Pope, 
Powers.  Pratt,  Pray,  Rosnosky,  Viles,  Wakefield, 
Walsh,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Whitmore— 39. 

Absent— Messrs.  Bowker,  Boyle,  Brown,  H.  B. 
Clapp,  Conlin,  Cotton,  Cronin,  uenney,  C.  F. 
Doherty,  John  Doherty,  Eddy,  Fisk,  Gomez, 
Gove,  Lovell,  Mathews, '  McCormick,  P.  J.  Mc- 
Laughlin, Mctfamara,  Means,  X.  M.  Morrison,  P. 
Morrison,  Mullett,  Murphy,  Quigley,  Rogers, 
Smith,  Swan,  Teevan,  Welch,  Williams— 31. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  wish  to  restate  the  matter  to 
which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  called  my 
attention.    On  page  144  it  reads  as  follows: 

"Order  to  have  submitted  to  the  City  Solicitor 
drafts  of  ordinances  before  they  are  submitted 
to  the  City  Council.  Passed  over  as  among  de- 
batable matters,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Whit- 
more. Later  in  the  session  was  again  considered. 
Mr.  Whitmore  stated  that  this  was  what  the  com- 
mittee or  any  other  department  would  do,  and 
the  order  was  useless.  On  his  motion  the  order 
was  indefinitely  postponed." 

The  Council  will  see  at  once  that  that  is  a  con- 
densed statement  of  what  was  said  on  two  or 
three  occasions  during  the  evening.  To  prevent 
the  gentleman  from  bringing  it  up  I  would  state 
that  this  is  not  an  exact  and  fair  report  of  what 
I  did  say,  and  more  than  that,  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  would  not  have  sat  by  and 
heard  me  make  such  a  statement  without 
contradiction.  What  I  did  say  was  that  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  like  any  other  depart- 
ment, would  consult  the  City  Solicitor  whenever 
they  thought  it  necessary  on  any  ordinance,  and 
it  had  been  their  custom.  I  believe  the  gentle- 
men of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  will  recol- 
lect what  I  said.  They  are  certainly  aware  of  the 
fact  of  what  1  was  authorized  to  say,  and  that  is 
as  far  as  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  are  pre- 
pared to  go. 

Mr.  Parkman— I  am  sorry  the  gentleman  has 
waited  three  weeks  to  correct  the  report  of  what 
he  said  here.  We  are  obliged  to  take  this  official 
report,  and  it  is  sei.t  to  every  member  for  the 
purpose  of  making  corrections  and  errors  in  his 
statement.  As  I  remember  what  the  gentleman 
said,  this  is  a  fair  report. 

Mr.  Hagar  raised  the  point  of  order  that  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Parkman  were  not  pertinent  to 
the  question. 

The  President  ruled  the  point  well  taken. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  ordinance  read 
a  second  time  and  pa«sed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved 
a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost.    Sent  up. 

A  CORRECTION. 

Mr.  Parkman — As  amendments  to  the  records 
seem  to  be  in  order,  I  want  to  call  attention  to 
the  debate  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Council  on  the  Reardon  matter.  The  question 
came  up  on  the  painting  ot  fences,  and  in  the 
printed  report  of  a  statement  made  by  me  I  wish 
to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  on  page  189,  sec- 
tion 2,  the  word  "not"  is  omitted,  and  according 
to  the  report  there  is  no  sense  in  what  I  said.  I 
call  attention  to  the  fact  because  the  statement 
has  been  reprinted  in  the  Boston  Herald. 

NEW  F.LECTIONS  IN  CASE  OF  DOUBTFUL  RETURNS 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered   the  following: 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  tbe  Common 
Council  of  the  city  of  Boston,  it  is  expedient  that 
legislation  be  had  to  provide  for  new  electious  in 
anv  precinct  of  a  ward  whenever  the  results  can- 
not be  accented  as  the  true  statements  of  the 
votes  cast  therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  of  this  Council  be 
instructed  to  endeavor  to  obtain  such  legislation 
at  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature. 

Specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  8.05 
o'clock  P.  M. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wheeler  of 
Ward  10. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL    11,     1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  tour  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE    APPOINTMENTS. 

Weigher  of  Coal  and  Measurer  of  Wood  and 
Bark,  E.  J.  Duclos.    Confirmed. 

Trustee  of  City  Hospital,  Michael  F.  Gavin. 
Confirmed.    Sent  down. 

Park  Commissioner,  William  Gray,  Jr.  Con- 
firmed.   Sent  down. 

Member  of  Boston  Water  Board,  Leonard  R. 
Cutter.    Connrmed— yeas  10,  nays  1.    Sent  down. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  William  Hickling's  heirs,  for  increased 
allowance  for  land  taken  on  Essex  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Peter  Stevenson 
et  al.,  against  the  construction  of  a  sewer  in 
Walnut  avenue. 

A.  P.  Clifford  et  a!.,  tor  a  sewer  in  Harvard 
street,  Ward  24. 

Daniel  W.  Williams,  against  a  sewer  in  Munroe 
street,  Roxbury. 

E.  V.  Munroe  et  a!.,  against  a  sewer  in  High- 
land street,  Ward  24. 

E.  P.  Morse  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  May  wood 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police.  Elvira  D.  Hutchin- 
son to  be  allowed  the  pay  due  her  husband  (now 
deceased),  formerly  on  police  retired  list. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts.  P.  S. 
Wheelock,  judge  of  the  Municipal  Court  of  Rox- 
bury District,  for  allowance  of  fees  in  insane 
case  since  chapter  250  of  acts  of  1880  went  into 
force. 

i  a  tin  <  Ommittee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board,  petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  Charles  B.  Fox,  new  wooden,  one  horse, 
Fuller  street,  near  Milton  avenue,  Ward  24; 
Henry  A.  Cook,  new  wooden,  one  horse,  Milton 
avenue,  corner  Fuller  stieet,  Ward  24;  George  S. 
Blaisdell,  old  wooden,  one  horse,  Minot  street 
and  Sheridan  street,  Ward  24.  Boston  Univer- 
sity School  of  Medicine,  tor  a  share  of  material 
lor  anatomical  purposes. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  Charles  B. 
Fox  et  nl.,  for  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  April  22, 
1881. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Elizabeth 
Rogers,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  received 
on  Washington  street,  Jan.  29, 1881. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Henry  Pfaff,  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  in  rear  of  65  Pynchon  street,  Ward  21. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  George  P. 
Hopkins,  to  project  a  druggist's  mortar  at  corner 
nf  Yeoman  and  Hampden  streets. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
Thomas  J.  Carter,  that  the  lease  now  held  by  him 
of  wharf  730  Albany  street  be  cancelled,  and  a 
new  one  issued  to  him. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines.  Lock- 
wood  &  Biintnall,  to  erect  a  furnace  for  melting 
metal  at  8  City  Hall  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  A.  B.  Weld 
et  al.,  tor  public  lamps  on  Hathaway  street, 
Ward  23. 

Joseph  Bennett  et  at.,  that  lamps  be  placed  in 
Union  street,  Ward  25. 

In  the  i  ommittee  on  faneuil  Hall.  Request  of 
the  Grand  Army  p.  sts  of  Suffolk  County,  for  use 
of  Faneuil  Hall  tor  a  reception  on  April  22. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company,  to  lay  iracks  on  Walnut  ave- 
nue and  School  streer,  Ward  21. 

Moses  Kimball,  that  the  piece  of  ground  dis- 
continued in  Park  square  be  enclosed  in  aid  of 
pedestrians. 

S.  Cabot  el  al.,  that  the  city  defray  a  portion  of 
the  cost  of  sprinkling  Park  square. 

N.  J.  Bradlee  et  at.,  that  the  city  defray  a  por- 
tion of  the  expense  of  sprinkling  Highland  street, 
Ward  21. 

George  R.  Minot  el  at.,  that  Hyde  Park  avenue, 
between  Walk  Hill  and  Mt.Hope  streets,  be  put  in 
order,  and  that  a  plank  sidewalk  be  laid  in  said 
street. 


Stephen  L.  Lewis,  to  be  paid  tor  grade  damages 
to  estate  7  North  avenue,  Ward  24. 

Marie  E.  Bancroft, to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
to  estate  9  North  avenue,  Ward  24. 

Susan  P.  Boynton,ior  abatement  of  sidewalk  as- 
sessment oi-  Franklin  street,  Brighton. 

W.  E.  Abbott  et  al.,  that  Abbott  street, Ward  24, 
be  graded,  and  for  edgestoues  on  said  street. 

Frank  H.  Skinner  et  al  ,  that  Marlborough 
street  between  Hereford  street  and  Chester  Park 
be  macadamized,  etc. 

A.  A.  Miner,  trustee,  for  removal  of  a  telegraph 
po,e  from  corner  of  Harrison  avenue  and  Wor- 
cester squaie. 

Mary  Tally,  for  abatement  of  edgestone  assess- 
ment at  20  Dove  street. 

Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  to  be  allowed  to 
locate  a  pole  for  tire-alarm  purposes  at  junction 
of  Tremont  street  and  Shawmut  avenue. 

George  E.  Foster  et  al.,  that  the  city  contribute 
the  sum  ot  8334  towards  watering  Walnut  avenue, 
between  Egleston  Squaie  and  Warren  street. 

Alvah  A.  Burrage,  that  edgestones  be  set  and 
the  gutters  paved  on  Gloucester  street,  between 
Newbury  and  Boylston  streets;  also  that  said 
street  be  graded  and  macadamized. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates 
of  H.  Mead,  561  East  Fifth  street;  Laming  &  Dris- 
ko,  75  Albion  stieet;  S.  M.  Shapleigh,  294  Com- 
monwealth avenue;  J.  W.  &  S.  M.  Shapleigh,  298 
Commonwealth  avenue;  8.  W.  Merrill,  211-217 
Newbury  street,  inclusive;  John  W.  Shapleigh, 
296  Common  wealth  avenue;  lockwood  Manufac- 
turing Company,  for  block  driveway,  73-79  Sum- 
ner street,  Kelly's  wharf;  Laming  &  Drisko.  420- 
424  Tremont  street;  Sumner  R.  Mead,  corner  of 
Gloucester  street  and  Commonwealth  avenue. 

Petiiion  tor  edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk  in 
front  of  estates  of  Mary  E.  Bean,  52  Clarence 
street;  Annie  M.  Houghton,  18  Perrio  street;  John 
B.  Voisin,  2  (new)  Weston  street. 

C.  F.  Copeland  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  a  por- 
tion ot  expense  of  sprinkling  Dudley  street  from 
Brook  avenue  to  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

Joseph  H.  Streeter  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  a 
portion  of  cost  of  sprinkling  Roxbury  street. 

John  Soley,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
147  White  stieet,  Ward  1,  to  East  Eagle  street. 

W.  R.  Cavanagh,  for  leave  to  move  six  wooden 
buildings. 

George  L.  Tborndike  et  al.,  that  Central  square 
be  paved  with  graniie  blocks. 

Union  Freight  Railroad  Company,  for  exien- 
sion  of  its  double  track  troni  Charter  street  to 
Prince  street,  and  for  a  relocation  of  its  track  in 
Causeway  street,  betweon  Prince  and  Haverhill 
streets. 

A.  P.  Morse  et  al.,  tor  Pearl  place  to  be  repaved 
with  granite  blocks. 

Harrison  Loring,  that  L  street,  near  First 
street,  be  macadamized. 

HEARINGS 

were  had  as  follows; 

On  petitions  for  steam  engines  and  boilers  by 
Fairfield  &  Gertz,  474  Tremont  street;  George  E. 
Morrill,  10  Chambers  street,  Charlestown;  and  the 
Brush  Electric  Lighting  Company,  of  250  Horse- 
power, at  3-7  Lancaster  street.  No  oojections. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

On  petitions  for  sewers  in  Mill  street.  Dorches- 
ter, in  Hancock  street  and  Downer  avenue,  and  in 
Wabon  street,  Roxbury.  No  objections.  Recom- 
mitted to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

THE  B,  J.,  B.  S.  P.  &  P.  S.  R.  R.  COMPANY. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  consid- 
ered the  report  and  order  to  allow  the  Eastern 
Junction,  Broad  Sound  Pier  &  Point  Shirley  Rail- 
road Company  to  locate  tracks  upon  certain  land 
of  the  city  in  town  of  Winthrop. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the 
Older. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  should  like  to  hear  from 
the  committee  who  have  this  matter  in  charge 
what  benefit  the  city  is  to  derive  from  grantiug 
this  land,  and  why  they  think  it  ought  to  be  done. 

Alderman  Haldeman — i  was  appointed  a  sub- 
committee of  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions to  visit  this  property,  which  I  did  with  the 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions.  This  land  is 
in  their  hands  and  will  remain  so  until  it  is  de- 
cided to  be  inexpedient  to  use  it  for  the  purposes 
of  an  asylum  for  the  insane,  for  which  it  was 
originally  purchased.  We  walked  over  the  tract 
and  were  in  hopes  that  the  full  Board  of 
Aldermen  would  have  gone  there,  but  it  seemed 
to  be  impossible  to  get  them  together.  The  situa- 
tion is  about  this:  The  Winthrop  Farm  is  in  two 
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parts,  one  being  high  rolling  land  and  the  other 
an  abrupt  bluff  overlooking  the  ocean.  Be- 
tween them  is  a  marsh.  The  object  of  this  road 
is  to  connect  the  Eastern  Railroad  with  the  sea- 
shore. The  new  road  is  now  being  built  on  the 
lower  side  of  this  property.  They  propose  to  run 
the  track  over  the  marsh  between  the  two 
hills.  As  they  believe  it  will  benefit  the  city's 
land  to  a  great  extent,  they  think  they  should 
have  the  right  of  way  free.  If  we  pass  this  order 
it  will  expedite  their  arrangements  very  much. 
The  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  have  agreed 
that  the  property  is  not  suitable  for  asylum 
purposes,  on  account  of  the  increasing 
settlements  and  large  iDfiux  oi  population 
on  all  sides.  Their  idea  is  that  it  had  better  be 
put  into  the  market  and  sold,  in  such  a  way  as 
the  city  may  think  proper,  and  with  the  proceeds 
purchase  more  available  property  elsewhere, 
either  one  of  the  islands  in  the  harbor,  or  some 
farm  in  the  outlying  districts  where  the  inmates 
will  be  free  from  the  turmoil  ot  the  city.  The  di- 
rectors believe  that  this  railway  will  enhance  the 
value  of  the  property  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and 
greatly  increase  the  number  of  settlements  in 
that  vicinity.  In  case  it  is  thought  that  the  road 
will  damage  the  property,  the  company  stand 
ready  to  purchase  the  entire  tract,  paying  the 
original  cost,  taxes  and  interest  up  to  the  present 
time.  The  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  think, 
however,  that  the  land  is  vastly  more  valuable  on 
account  of  these  seaside  resorts  which  have  been 
built  up  since  it  was  purchased,  and  which  have 
continued  to  grow  every  year.  It  is  largely  sur- 
rounded by  valuable  property,  and  is  accessi- 
ble by  both  water  and  rail.  They  think  the  city 
will  be  largely  benefited  by  the  road  going 
through,  and  that  it  is  wise  to  give  the  right  of 
way,  as  they  will  go  through  the  marsh,  which  is 
of  no  value.  The  restrictions  that  the  Board  of 
Directors  ask  for  are  that  there  shall  be  fences  on 
both  sides  of  the  track  as  the  law  requires,  and 
that  communication  shall  be  had  from  one  side  to 
the  other  by  a  bridge  or  tunnel,  for  the  use  of 
cattle.  With  those  restrictions  they  are  very  glad 
to  have  the  road  go  through. 
The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Annual  report  of  Superintendent  of  Streets. 
(City  Doc.  No.  48.)    Placed  on  file. 

Auditor's  monthly  exhibit,  April  1.  (City  Doc. 
No.  53.)    Placed  on  file. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  to 
advance  $10,000  of  retained  peicentage  to  Wil- 
liam C.  Poland  for  building  section  3  of  that  sys- 
tem.   Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  appointing  a  committee  (Messrs.  Hun- 
tress, Wheeler  and  Pope  to  be  joined)  to  nominate 
a  corporation  counsel.  Concurred,  and  Aldermen 
Slade  and  Whitten  were  appointed. 

Report  ot  committee  that  the  cost  of  paupers 
treated  at  the  City  Hospital  can  be  collected 
through  the  Overseers  of  Poor.  Accepted  in  con- 
currence. 

Report  on  petition  of  Bet«ey  J.  Pope,  and  order, 
that  certain  restrictions  in  deed  of  town  of  Bos- 
ton to  Uriah  Cocting,  Sept.  4, 1806,  and  recorded  in 
Suffolk  deeds,  lib.  218,  to).  61,  be  modified.  Order 
passed  in  concurrence. 

Ordinance  concerning  safeguards  against  fire. 
(City  Doc.  52  )    Passed  in  concurrence. 

RESIGNATION   OF  A  DIRECTOR  FOR  PUBLIC    INSTI- 
TU  riONS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Charles  J. 
Prescott  resigning  the  office  of  Director  for  Pub- 
lic Institutions.  Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Frost. 

THE  BUILDING  ORDINANCE. 

Alderman  Curtis  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  consider  the  expedi- 
ency of  amending  section  twenty-three  of  the 
City  Ordinances  relating  to  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings  by  striking  out  in  the  eighth 
and  forty-second  line  the  words,  "The  sills  shall 
be  not  more  than  three  feet  above  grade,"  and 
report  ar,  the  next  meeting  of  this  Board.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following- 
petitions: 

John  Tighe,  to  be  refunded  the  amount  paid  by 
mistake  for  a  sewer  assessment. 

Timothy  Murphy,  to  be  paid  for  personal  inju- 
ries received  on  Harrison  avenue. 


Mary  J.  Turner,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
received  on  Bowdoin  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

APPEALED  TAX  CASES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Assessors' 
Department,  to  whom  was  referred  the  communi- 
cation from  the  Board  of  Assessors  in  regard  to 
appearances  by  the  city  before  the  Street  Com- 
missioners on  appealed  tax  cases,  having  con- 
sidered the  subject,  would  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  following  order. 
For  the  Committee, 

Charles  H.  B.  Breck,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  when  the  city  of  Boston  is  de- 
fendant in  cases  appealed  to  and  heard  by  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  acting  in  their  ca- 
pacity als  County  Commissioners,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  sections  45  and  46  of  chapter  11  of  the 
General  Statutes,  and  of  chapter  337  of  the  acts  of 
the  year  1870,  the  city  shall  be  represented  by  the 
Board  of  Assessors,  and  the  said  Assessors  may, 
when  they  deem  it  expedient,  require  the  City 
Solicitor  in  person,  or  by  one  of  his  Assistants,  to 
appear  and  conduct  any  pending  case,  and  with 
the  consent  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Assessors'  Department,  to  prosecute  to  final  judg- 
ment any  appeal  for  the  ruling  or  decision  of  the 
said  Board  of  Street  Commissioners. 

Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

PERMIT  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Hersey  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines: 

Report  that  Morey  &  Porter  have  leave  to  set 
and  use  four  metal  furnaces  at  786  Washington 

street. 

TRUSTEES  OF  MT.  HOPE  CEMETERY. 

Alderman  Frost  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  to  Nominate  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope 
Cemetery,  recommending  the  election  of  Joseph 
K.  Paine  and  Robert  Vose,  Jr.  Accepted.  An 
election  was  ordered.  Committee  —  Aldermen 
Frost  and  Curtis. 

Mr.  Paine  and  Mr.  Vose  each  received  11  votes, 
the  whole  number  cast,  and  were  declared  elected 
on  the  part  of  the  Board.     Sent  down. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

Reports  and  orders  for  hearings  on  Monday 
next  on  the  expendiency  of  constructing  sewers 
as  follows: 

Io  Columbus  avenue,  between  Berkeley  and 
Ferdinand  streets. 

In  Cambridge  street,  Brighton,  between 
Harvard  avenue  and  Brighton  avenue. 

In  Munroe  street,  Roxbury. 

In  Tremont  street,  between  Downer  and  Heath 
streets. 

In  Harvard  avenue,  Brighton,  between  Cam- 
bridge street  and  Brighton  avenue. 

Orders  severally  passed. 

Ordered,  That.  §366.85  be  abated  from  the  as- 
sessment levied  upon  the  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road Company  for  a  sewer  in  Hereford  arid  Dal- 
ton  streets,  on  account  of  over  estimate  of  land 
benefited;  that  $6.22  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment levied  upon  Charles  and  Joseph  Macread- 
ing  and  Ann  B.  Baker,  tor  a  sewer  in  Knapp 
street:  that  $14.78  be  abated  from  the  assessment 
levied  upon  Emma  F.  Dingley,  for  sewer  in  Pem- 
broke street. 

Passed. 

Order  to  take  certain  laud  of  Continental  Bank, 
Sarah  W.  Hendry  and  persons  unknown  for  a 
sewer  between  Hancock  and  Bellevue  streets. 
Passed. 

Order  to  build  sewers  in  Mill  street,  Dorchester, 
from  Ashland  street,  325  feet  southerly;  in  High 
street,  Dorchester;  in  Hancock  street,  between 
Commercial  street  and  Downer  court,  and 
through  land  of  Hendry  and  of  the  Continental 
National  Bank,  from  Hancock  to  Bellevue  street; 
in  Wabon  street  to  the  westerly  end  of  the  street. 
Orders  passed. 

HOSPITAL  IN  UNION  PARK  PROHIBITED. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Health,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  remonstiauce  of  Michael  Doherty  and 
others  against  the  use  of  28  Union  Park  for  hos 
pital  purposes,  submit  the  following  preamble 
and  order. 

For  the  Committee, 

Joseph  Caldwell,  Chairman. 
Whereas,  a  remonstrance   has   been  received 
against  the  establishment  of   s  hospital   at   28 
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Union  Park,  and  also  against  the  use  of  any  build- 
ing in  said  park  for  hospital  purposes,  said  re- 
monstrance being  signed  by  Michael  Doherty  and 
forty-three  others,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  use  of  any  building  in  Union 
Park  for  hospital  purposes  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  prohibited  by  this  Board. 

Order  passed. 

HARBOlt. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Harbor,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  remonstrance  of  the  Bos- 
ton Marine  Society  against  the  proposed  en- 
croachment on  the  harbor  by  the  extending  of 
Grand  Junction  wharves  in  East  Boston,  having 
con-idered  the  project,  would  respectfully  rec- 
ommend the  passage  of  the  following  order. 
For  the  Committee. 

Joseph  Caldwell,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  be  requested  to  oppose  the  passage  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  proposed  bill  to  authorize 
the  extension  of  Grand  Junction  wharves,  pro- 
vided that  said  committee  find  that  such  exten- 
sion would  be  an  injury  to  the  harbor  or  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of  the  city. 

Order  passed.    Sent  down. 
STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Keports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stables  as  follows: 

Joseph  Houzhton,  rear  18  Perrin  street, 
Ward  21. 

Eli  Hoyt.  Saratoga  street,  near  Winthrop  street, 
Ward  1. 

G.  P.  Burkhardt,  Baker  street,  near  Weld 
street. 

William  H.  Ouigley,  19  Beacham  street,  Ward  4, 
provided  the  stable  shall  be  placed  ten  feet  from 
line  of  estate  of  Daniel  Muruhy. 

Bridget  Dooley,  7  Fulton  place,  Ward  20,  pro- 
vided the  stable  be  placed  on  the  further  corner 
of  said  lot. 

Michael  Kelly,  Monument  street,  Ward  3,  pro- 
vided the  rear  of  said  stable  shall  beplaced  thirty- 
eight  feet  from  the  rear  of  line  of  dwellings  on 
Everett  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

COMMISSIONER   OF     PRISON    POINT   BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  to  Nominate  a  Commissioner  for  Prison 
Point  Bridge,  recommending  the  election  ot  Fred- 
erick W.  Lincoln.  Accepted.  An  election  was 
ordered.  Committee— Alderman  Breck, Caldwell. 
Mr.  Lincoln  received  ten  votes,  the  whole  num- 
ber cast,  and  was  elected  ou  the  part  of  the 
Board.    Sent  down. 

SUPPLIES    FOR  PUBLIC  grounds. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order— That  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Common  and  Public  Grounds, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds,  be  authorized  to  con- 
tract for  and  purchase  the  red  gravel,  manure, 
loam,  trees,  plants,  sods  and  tools,  and  such  other 
articles  as  may  be  required  for  the  use  of  the  de- 
partment for  the  financial  year  1881-82,  and  to 
employ  snch  number  of  men  as  may  be  necessary; 
the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

SALt    01      SEAL     ESTATE     PURCHASED     FOR     NON- 
PAYMENT    OF     TAXES. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  be  requested  to  report 
an  ordinance  providing  for  the  sale  of  real  es- 
tate taken  or  purchased  by  the  city  for  non-pay- 
ment of  taxes  and  other  assessments,  and  not  re- 
deemed within  the  time  fixed  by  statute.  Passed. 
Sent  down. 

LB  BK8E8. 

Alderman  Kreck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Licenses: 

The  Committee  on  Licenses,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  communication  of  the  Police  Commis- 
sioners in  which  they  surrender  to  this  Hoard 
the  authority  formerly  exercised  by  them  in  the 
issue  of  amusement  licenses,  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  following  order  pre- 
scribing rules  and  regulations  for  the  control  of 
all  places  of  amusement  and  tor  the  issue  ot 
licenses  therelor. 

For  the  Committee, 

Chas,  H.  I!.  Bbeck, 

Chairman. 


Ordered,  That  the  following  rules  be  adopted 
by  this  Board  for  the  regulation  and  government 
of  all  licensed  places  of  amusement  in  this  city: 

1.  No  chairs,  stools,  or  seats  of  any  description 
shall  be  placed  across  the  aisles  or  passageways 
in  the  building. 

2.  No  other  officers  shall  be  employed  for  the 
preservation  of  order,  in  any  licensed  place  of 
amusement,  than  constables  duly  appointed  by 
the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  or  police  officers,  either 
regular  or  special. 

3  .  The  Board  of  Aldermen  reserve  the  right  of 
entering  all  places  of  amusement  at  all  times, 
either  individually  or  collectively,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  assuring  themselves,  by  personal  inspec- 
tion, that  matters  are  properly  conducted  accord- 
ing to  the  tenor  of  the  licenses  issued  by  f.bem; 
and  the  same  privilege  is  to  be  accorded  to  the 
Police  Commissioners,  the  Superintendent  of 
Police,  and  his  deputv,  the  Chief  Inspector  and 
Inspectors  of  Police  and  Inspector  of  Amuse- 
ments, upon  exhibition  of  their  badges  of  office. 

4.  Licenses  shall  bo  granted  by  the  Board  at 
their  regular  meetings,  but  during  vacation  or 
when  the  Biard  cannot  be  conveniently  assem- 
bled, the  Committee  on  Licenses,  or  their  chair- 
man, shall  have  authority  to  grant  a  permit  lor 
any  public  amusement,  and  the  City  Clerk  shall 
make  a  record  thereof;  such  permit  when  re- 
corded and  issued  shall  have  the  full  authority 
of,  and  be  subject  to  the  conditions  of,  a  regular 
license. 

5.  The  Board  of  Aldermen,  or  the  Committee  on 
Licenses,  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  regu- 
late and  restrict  the  character  of  thepictures, 
bills  or  posters  displayed  as  advertisements  on 
the  public  streets,  or  in  windows,  or  elsewhere. 

6.  The  members  of  the  police  force  detailed  for 
attendance  at  any  place  of  amusement  will  be 
subject  to  such  directions  as  the  Police  Commis- 
sioners may  promulgate. 

7.  The  following  fees  shall  be  charged  for  li- 
censes granted  by  this  Board  for  theatrical  exhi- 
bitions, public  shows,  public  amusements  and  ex- 
hibitions of  every  description  to  which  admission 
is  obtained  upon  payment  of  money,  or  the  deliv- 
ery of  any  valuable  thing,  or  by  any  ticket  or 
voucher  obtained  for  money  or  any  valuable  thing, 
namely:  For  a  license  covering  one  performance 
or  exhibition,  the  fee  shall  be  one  dollar  For  a 
license  covering  performances  or  exhibitions  for 
a  term  not  exceeding  six  days  the  fee  shall  be 
two  dollars.  For  a  license  covering  performances 
or  exhibitions  for  a  term  exceeding  six  days  and 
not  exceeding  twelve  days,  the  fee  shall  be  three 
dollars.  For  a  license  covering  a  period  of  more 
than  fourteen  days  and  not  exceeding  one  theat- 
rical season,  the  fee  shall  be  five  dollars;  provided, 
however,  that  for  a  license  tor  any  circus  the  fee 
shall  be  fifty  dollars.  Said  iees  shall  be  paid  to 
the  City  Clerk  through  the  inspector  detailed  for 
this  duty,  on  the  delivery  of  the  license. 

Passed. 

Passenger  wagon  licenses  granted— George  A. 
Coleman,  1,  from  Bowdoin  square  to  Litchfield's 
wharf  and  return ;  Robinson  &  Emerton,  2,  from 
Boston  &  Maine  depot  to  Rowe's  and  Litchfield's 
wharves  and  return;  William  Fletcher,  1,  from 
Fitchburg  depot  to  steamboat  wharves  and  re- 
turn; George  W.  Coley,  3,  from  Bowdoin  square 
to  steamboat  wharves. 

Highland  Street  Railway  Company,  a  line  of 
coaches  lrom  Grove  Hall  to  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery 
and  Forest  Hills;  Harvey  Scudder,  to  Allaudal'e 
Spring;  Thomas  O'Leary,  from  Morton  street  to 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery.    Severally  accepted. 

Minors'  applications  granted— Four  newsboys, 
1  bootblack.    Accepted. 

Amusement  licenses  granted  -  Boston  Base 
Ball  Association,  to  give  exhibition  games  upon 
their  grounds  this  season;  Parker  &  Huckins,  to 
maintain  rollt-r  skating  rink,  etc.,  at  corner  Pine 
and  Washington  streets.    Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  it  is  inexpedient  for  this  Board 
to  grant,  and  it  will  therefore  not  grant,  any 
licenses  for  pugilistic  or  wrestling  exhibitions. 
Passed. 

swing:  sign*, 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board: 

Report  that  Mary  Doherty  have  leave  to  project 
a  plain  lantern  at  5  Chambers  street,  provided 
said  lantern  be  secured  in  a  manner  satisfactory 
to  the  Inspector  of  Buildings.    Accepted. 
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BOARD       OF      ALDERMEN, 


BRUSH   ELECTRIC  LIGHT. 

Aldermau  Slade  offered  tlie  following: 

Ordered,  Thar  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Brush  Electric  Lighting  Company  to  place  rive 
iron  lamp  posts  in  Scollay  square,  so  called,  to 
display  the  Brush  electric  light,  said  posts  to  be 
located  as  follows:  One  post  at  the  corner  of 
Court  square  and  Court  street,  one  post  at  the 
corner  of  Court  square  and  Cernbiil,  one  post 
near  No.  17  Tremont  row,  opposite  Brattle  street, 
one  post  opposite  the  division  line  between  Nos. 
4  and  5  Tremont  row;  and  one  post  at  No.  Ill 
Court  street;  said  posts  being  shown  by  red  circles 
on  a  plan  drawn  by  Crafts  &  Forbes,  civil  engi- 
neers, dated  March  28,  1881,  and  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets.  This  per- 
mit is  granted  upon  the  condition  that  said  Brush 
Electric  Lighting  Company  shall  remove  said 
posts  when  ordered  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  granting  permission 
to  said  company  to  erect  four  posts  in  Scollay 
square  aud  vicinity,  approved  March  30,1881,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Passed. 

MARCELLA-STREET  HOME. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following: 

The  Join;,  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Insti- 
tutions, to  whom  was  referred  the  report  and  or- 
der of  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  provide  a 
special  appropriation  of  $8000  for  completing  and 
furnishing  the  Marcella-street  Home  buildings, 
having  considered  the  subject,  would  respect- 
fully report  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee 
the  order  ought  to  pass. 

For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Chairman. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  said  order  was 
passed.    Sent  down. 

The  order  is  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  appro- 
priation for  House  of  Industry  the  sum  of  §1000; 
from  that  for  Marcella-street  Home  the  sum  of 
$2000;  and  from  that  for  additional  for  Marcella- 
street  Home  the  sum  of  $5000 — making  a  total  of 
$8000— to  that  for  Marcella-street  Home  buildings, 
to  be  specially  used  for  furnishing  said  buildings, 
building  water  closets,  moving  stable  and  doing 
other  work  about  the  buildings  and  grounds 
necessary  to  complete  the  same. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Insti- 
tutions, to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  that 
the  estate  No.  260  Highland  street,  owned  by  the 
city,  may  be  transferred  and  included  within  the 
precincts  of  the  Marcella-street  Home,  having 
considered  the  matter,  respectfully  recommend 
its  reference  to  the  Committee  ou  Public  Lands. 
For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Chairman. 

Accepted  and  referred  accordingly.  Sent 
down. 

THE  DREDGING  OP  ROXBURY  CHANNEL. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  ou  Improved  Sewerage  to 
whom  was  referred  the  order  in  regard  to 
dredging  in  Roxbury  Channel,  having  considered 
the  subject,  are  of  opinion  that  the  work  of 
dredging  should  be  done.  But  inasmuch  as  the 
deposits  in  said  channel  come  from  the  sewers 
maintained  by  the  Sewer  Department,  it  should 
be  removed  by  that  department.  The  committee, 
therefore,  respectfully  recommend  that  the  order 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 
For  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 
Accepted  and  referred  accordingly. 

THE  METHOD  OF  LOCATING  TELEGRAPH  WIRES. 
Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds, 
to  whuin  was  referred  the  request  of  the  Fire 
Commissioners  for  leave  to  set  fire-alarm  tele- 
graph poles  in  the  Public  Garden  and  the  parks 
on  Commonwealth  avenue,  having  considered  the 
subject,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows: 

The  committee  believe  that  permission  should 
not  be  given  to  erect  poles  in  the  localities  re- 
ferred to  unless  it  is  satisfactorily  shown  that 
the  fire-alarm  wires  cannot  be  extended  in  that 
district  without  their  use.  The  objections  to  the 
use  of  telegraph  poles  in  the  public  streets,  on 
account  of  their  unsightly  appearance,  apply 
with  double  force  to  this  locality,  where  they 
would  be  a  great  disfigurement  to  the  grounds. 


Of  course  considerations  of  public  safety  are 
paramount,  and  poles  must  be  erected  if  nothing 
else  will  answer  the  purpose;  but  the  committee 
are  informed  and  believe  that  by  the  use  of  either 
the  underground  system  or  the  elevated-pipe 
system  the  fire-alarm  wires  can  be  conducted 
through  the  public  squares  quite  as  well,  if  not 
better  than  on  poles,  and  without  marring  the 
appearance  of  the  grounds. 

The  underground  system  has  passed  beyond 
the  experimental  stage  and  is  now  in  successful 
operation  in  England  and  on  the  continent.  The 
objections  to  its  use  in  crowded  thoroughfares 
would  not  apply  to  pleasure  grounds,  where  re- 
pairs aud  alterations  could  be  made  without  in- 
terference to  public  travel. 

If  the  underground  system  should  not,  how- 
ever, be  deemed  practicable,  and  an  overhead 
plan  be  considered  absolutely  necessary,  the  ele- 
vated-pipe system  offers  many  advantages.  It  is, 
perhaps,  superior  to  any  other  method  for  use  in 
the  locality  under  consideration.  The  iron  stand- 
ards that  support  the  wire  conductors  can  be 
made  ornamental,  as  weil  as  useful,  and  could  be 
used  to  advantage  in  beautifying  the  grounds. 
This  system  would  also  afford  accommodations 
for  police  aud  other  wires  required  for  city  pur- 
poses without  interfering  at  all  with  the  fire- 
alarm  wires. 

It  is  true  that  either  of  the  systems  above  re- 
ferred to  would  probably  cost  somewhat  more 
than  the  ordinary  pole  system,  but  it  is  believed 
ihat,  aside  from  other  advantages,  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  public  pleasure  grounds  from  dis- 
figurement would  be  worth  more  than  the  differ- 
ence in  expense. 

The  committee  further  believe  that  the  day  is 
not  far  distant  when  the  present  system  of  con- 
ducting telegraph  wires  must  be  abandoned. 
With  the  increasing  demands  of  business  and  the 
new  uses  to  which  electricity  is  being  put,  the 
multiplication  of  wires  is  beginning  to  seriously 
inconvenience  the  public,  as  well  as  to  interfere 
with  the  successful  operation  of  the  lines.  Hence 
a  radical  change  will  soon  be  necessary,  and,  in 
view  of  that  fact,  it  certainly  appears  desirable 
that  the  city  should  set  the  example  of  improve- 
ment, and,  in  constructing  a  new  line  of  wires, 
discontinue  a  system  which  must  soon  fall  into 
disuse. 

The  committee,  therefore,  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  the  subject  be  referred  back  to  the 
Fire  Commissioners  with  instructions  to  report 
to  the  City  Council  upon  the  expediency  and  ex- 
pense of  conducting  the  fire-alarm  wires  through 
the  Public  Garden  and  Commonwealth  avenue  by 
either  the  underground  or  elevated-pipe  system. 
For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Chairman. 

Accepted  and  referred  accordingly,    sent  down. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  April 
term  of  the  Superior  Criminal  Court. 

PAVI-NG  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  ou  Paving: 

Reports  and  orders  for  the  sprinkling  of  streets 
in  conjunction  with  the  abutters,  as  follows: 

Huntington  avenue,  from  Boylston  street  to 
West  Chester  Park,  $105. 

Beacon  street,  between  Brookline  avenue  and 
St.  Mary  street,  $105. 

Eli)t  square,  $150. 

West  Chester  Park,  from  Beacon  street  to  the 
bridge  over  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  $100. 

Brighton  avenue,  from  Beacon  street  to  the 
Cottage  Farm  Bridge,  $130. 

Swett  street,  from  Gerard  street  to  Ellery  street, 
$75. 

Boston  street,  from  Swett  street  to  Mt.  Vernon 
street,  $75. 

Dorchester  avenue,  from  Swett  street  to  Mt. 
Vernon  street,  $65. 

Warren  street,  from  Dudley  street  to  Blue  Hill 
avenue,  $667  (for  the  season). 

Harrison  avenue,  from  Northampton  street  to 
Warren  street,  $60. 

Brookline  avenue,  from  Beacon  street,  and  Tre- 
mont street  from  Brookline  avenue  to  the  easter- 
ly end  of  the  Heath-street  bank,  $185  per  month. 

Beacon  street,  between  West  Chester  park  and 
Brookline  avenue,  $125. 

The  purpose  being  to  preserve  the  roadway, 
and  the  expenditures  above  named  being  the 
limit  of  cost  per  month,  except  in  Warren  street. 

Orders  passed. 
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Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  Nathaniel  M. 
Jewett  the  sum  of  $150  upon  his  conveying  to  the 
city,  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solici- 
tor, the  right  to  occupy  his  iand  at  the  crossing 
of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  by  Columbus 
avenue,  with  the  abutments,  retaining  walls  and 
bridges  as  now  built  at  said  crossing;  said  sum  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Paving. 

Pushed 

Report  and  order  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalks  in  front  of  estate  of  B.  F.  Bean,  29  and 
31  Clarence  street.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  fur  bricx  sidewalks  in  front 
of  estate  of  Robert  Ring,  136  Havre  street.  Order 
passed. 

INSPECTOR  OF  MILK. 
The   twenty-second   an  Dual  report  of    the    In- 
spector of  Milk  was  received  and  placed  on  file. 
Operations  of  the  Year. 

Xum tier  of  wholesale  dealers  licensed 006 

Number  of  retail  dealers  registered 746 

Number  of  visits  made,  and  samples  of  milk  in- 
spected  1,325 

Number  of  samples  analyzed 25 

Number  of  samples  analyzed  and  not  adulter- 
ated         1 

Largest  amount  of  adulteration  (water  added  in 

100  parts)  per  cent 45.00 

Least  amount  of  adulteration 10. (10 

Average  amount  of  adulteration 22.24 

Number  of  prosecutions 14 

Number  convicted 5 

Cases  withdrawn 1 

Number  of  cases  now  pending 8 

Number  of  cows  kept  in  city  limits  (whose  own- 

era  sell  milk  j 822 

Expenses  of  Office. 

lor  analyses glGO.OO 

For  advertising 154  20 

For  priming,  stock  and  stationery 52.13 

For  inspector '8  bills,  instruments,  etc 15.00 

8381.33 

Income  of  Office. 
There  hap    been    received  from    license  fees 
during  the  year,  and  paid  into  the  city  treas- 
ury  ! 8670.00 

As    a    result  of   prosecutions  there  has  been 

paid  in  lines  and  costs 279.00 

Analyses  Made  During  the  tear. 
Z  "  C       -i  %  ~s-  <  3  "d 
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1... .1.029       7  11.58  3.10  8.48  88.42  20.14 

2....  1.033      9  13.20  3.58  9.62  86.72  pure 

3....  1.033  10  13.23  3.60  9.63  86.77  r>ure 

4.  ...1.032  11  11.91  3.53  8.38  88.09  15 

5.  ...1.083  7  12.31  3.10  9.21  87.69  10 
6....  1.032  8  11.72  3.07  8.65  88.28  15 
7. ...1.080       8  11.13  2.82  8.31  88.87  16 

8. ...1.027      7  9.58  2.54  7.04  90.42  33.93 

9   ...1.030       7  11.55  2  20  9.35  88.45  15 

10.  ...1032       7  11.73  3.49  8.24  88.27  19.11 

11  ...1.030       5  12.14  2.87  9.27  87.86  16.28 

12....  1.029       7  11.80  2.10  9.70  88.20  15 

13 8  11.20  2.40  8.80  88.80  20 

14...  1.027       6%  10.45  1.62  8  83  89.55  30 

15. ...1.026       6%  9.52  2.05  7.4T  90.48  33 

16..    .1.027       9  10.33  3.30  7  03  89.69  28.76 

17. ...1.029       8  9.73  2.39  7.34  90.27  32.90 

18 6  9.80  1.52  7.28  80.20  30 

19.. ..1.029  30  14.37  6.43  7.94  85.63  pure 

20 6V2  1120  2.15  9.05  88.80  22 

21.... 1.020  11  8.23  2.01  6.22  91.77  43.23 

22 5  10  52  1.58  8.94  89.48  27.50 

23. ...1.031       7V2  10.27  2.88  7.39  89.73  29.18 

24 43-.  10.60  1.82  8.78  89.40  25 

25 5  8.62  2.15  6.47  91.38  45 

Amount  of  Milk  Consumed. 

In  the  report  of  last  year  an  estimate  was  made 
ol  the  amount  of  milk  consumed  in  the  city,  and 
as  there  were  no  reliable  means  of  ascertaining 
the  amount,  though  much  time  and  labor  was  be- 
stowed upon  it,  it  was  felt  to  be  imperfect.  That 
report  placed  the 

Daily  number  of  gallons 29,000 

Dally  cost 86,900 

Number  of  gallons  for  vear 10, 585. 000 

Cost  f 01  year 82,640,000 

A-  one  of  the  benefits  flowing  from  the  law  re- 
quiring an  annual  registration,  we  are  enabled  to 
form  a  very  correct  knowledee  of  the  actual 
amount  consumed.  When  a  license  is  issued, 
among  other  facts,  we  get  the  number  of  cans 
which  the  dealer  is  then  using.  It  may  vary  from 
the  figures  giveu,  sometimes  more,  other  times 
less,  but  the  basis  is  sate,  liy  this  means  we  are 
able  to  sum  up  the  total  supply.    The  result  will 


surprise  many  persons  in  and  out  ot  the  business, 
and  tor  the  hist  time  show  the  pecuniary  magni- 
tude of  the  business. 

We  have  on  the  books  of  the  office  600  dealers 
who  daily  supply  the  city.  From  this  number  we 
get  the 

Daily  number  of  gallons 33.084 

Daily  cost 87,940.16 

Number  of  gallons  for  year 12,075,660 

Cost  for  year 82,898,158 

The  cost  is  estimated  at  six  ceots  per  quart, 
which  is  a  fair  average,  as  much  of  it  is  sold  at 
seven  and  eight  cents  per  quart.  Aside  from  this 
amount  should  be  added  the  cream  trade  which, 
though  no  figures  can  be  given  of  the  amount,  is 
very  large,  and  would  doubtless  bring  the  sum 
total  of 

Cost  for  year  at 83,000,000 

The  annual  registration  has  settled  the  ques- 
tion as  to  the  number  of  dealers  supplying  milk 
to  the  city.  The  number  is  not  so  large  as  was 
generally  supposed,  and  while  the  number  would 
seem  large  to  many,  it  will  be  found  on  reflection 
not  to  be  beyond  the  need  of  consumers.  The 
milk  has  to  be  delivered  at  a  certain  time  daily, 
for  few  persons  will  wait  the  convenience  of  the 
milkmen.  If  time  were  allowed,  a  dealer  might 
supply  double  the  amount  of  his  daily  trade,  but 
customers  could  ill  afford  to  wait  his  slower 
movements.  Hence  the  number  is  not  excessive; 
indeed  many  persons  get  into  the  business  and 
find  customers  from  no  other  reason  than  the  de- 
lay ol  the  milkman.  The  route  of  a  milkman  is 
widely  separated  and  it  takes  time  to  go  over  it. 
Much  time  and  labor  would  be  saved  if  arrange- 
ments could  be  made  to  make  the  routes  more 
compact;  but  as  each  dealer  will  take  customers 
as  he  finds  them,  the  present  system  will  prevail. 

FANEUIL   HALL. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall: 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  to  James  W. 
White  and  others  to  use  said  hall  on  May  25,  for 
Congregational  Club  festival.    Accepted. 

RECOUNT  OF  VOTES  FOR  BENJAMIN  F.  ANTHONY. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hersey  the  petition  of 
Benjamin  F.  Anthony  tor  a  recount  ot  the  votes 
cast  for  him  for  Alderman  was  taken  from  the 
table. 

Alderman  Hersey  moved  that  the  petition  be 
referred  to  a  committee,  with  instructions  to 
count  the  ballots.  Carried,  and  Aldermen  Cald- 
well, Curtis,  Hersey,  Haldeman,  Whitten,  Breck 
and  Tucker  were  appointed  said  committee. 

Alderman  Curtis  moved  that  the  same  commit- 
tee count  the  ballots  of  every  sitting  member 
which  have  not  been  counted. 

Alderman  Hersey— 1  trust  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  There  are  some  fifty  thousand  names 
which  will  have  to  be  scanned  for  no  practical 
good  except  to  gratify  public  curiosity.  I  hope 
the  committee  will  no-  be  burdened  with  such  a 
duty. 

The  motion  was  lost— 3  for,  7  against — Alder- 
men Curtis,  Frost  and  Haldeman  voting  in  the 
aftirmatiT*. 

CLERK    OF    COMMITTEES. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Breck  the  oidinance  to 
amend  the  ordinance  io  relation  to  the  Clerk  of 
Committees  was  taken  from  the  table  and  passed 
in  concurrence. 

MAYOR'S  CLERK. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Breck  the  ordinance 
concerning  the  Mayor's  Clerk  was  taken  from  the 
table. 

Alderman  Slade— I  move  that  ordinance  be  in- 
definitely postponed.  The  only  material  differ- 
ence between  it  and  the  one  at  present  on  the 
book  is  that  when  such  an  appointment  is  made 
the  Mayor  shall  notify  the  City  Council  thereof, 
which  is  omitted  in  this  ordinance.  I  don't  know 
any  reason  why  the  Mayor  should  n't  notify  the 
City  Council  whom  he  has  appointed  as  his  clerk. 

The  ordinance  was  indefinitely  postponed.  Sent 
down. 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT  REPAIR   SHOP. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Viles,  the  order  to  set 
aside  certain  land  on  East  Newton  street  for  a 
site  for  a  new  repair  shop  for  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Viles  stated  that,  at  the  request  of 
the  committee,  who  have  considered  this  matter, 
he  moved  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  order.  Car- 
ried.   Sent  down. 
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B  O  A  R  I)       OF       A  LD  E  R  M  E  N 


THE    CORLISS    PUMPING     ENGINE    CONTROVERSY. 

Alderman  Haldernan— Mr.  Chairman:  As  a  new 
member  of  this  Board  I  have  been  more  or  less 
modest  in  noticing  various  things  that  have  come 
to  my  attention.  [  have  seen  several  orders  of  a 
great  deal  of  importance,  involving  large 
sums,  pass  this  Board  without  question;  and 
I  have  noticed  a  great  deal  of  discussion  over 
unimportant  matters.  We  have  recently  had 
several  angry  debates  in  both  branches,  and  pub- 
lic hearings  upon  a  proposition  to  take  charge  of 
the  public  grounds.  Members  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment were  not  only  willing  to  treat  it  with  se- 
rious consideration,  but  the  work  of  the  depart- 
ment has  been  stopped  in  order  that  there 
might  be  a  public  hearing  and  a  thor- 
ough ventilation  of  the  affair  in  the 
newspapers.  Now,  for  months  I  have  noticed 
that,  although  a  very  much  more  important 
proposition  was  made  to  the  city  of  Boston,  from 
a  very  much  more  important  personage,  in  which 
very  much  more  serious  results  were  at  stake,  yet 
to  this  day  nothing  of  an  official  nature  has  been 
said  in  regard  to  it.  I  refer  to  the  proposition 
made  by  Mr.  George  H.  Corliss  of  Providence, 
R.  I.  In  December,  1879,  he  made  a  certain  pro- 
posal [reading]— 

"I  will  agree  to  furuish,transport  and  set  up  en- 
gines, boilers  and  pumps  with  every  connection 
and  appurtenance  for  a  complete  system  for 
pumping  sewage,  embracing  four  (4)  independent 
sets  of  'high  duty'  Pumping  Machinery,  each  of 
the  capacity  of  twenty-five  millions  (25,000,000) 
gallons  in  twenty-four  (24)  hours,  with  better 
guarantees  of  economical  results  than  are  stipu- 
lated in  your  advertisement,  the  aggregate  cost 
of  which,  to  your  city,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars 
($180,000). 

"All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Geo.  H.  Corliss. 

"When  the  competing  bids  were  opened  and  de- 
clared, it  was  found  that  for  the  four  'high-duty' 
engines,  from  designs  furnished  by  the  city,  the 
bids  were  as  folio ws : 

Quintard  Ironworks,  New  York 8435,000 

I.  P.  Morris  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa 446,000 

Reading  Iron  Works,  Reading,  Pa 496,000 

Holly  Manufacturing  Company,  Lockport,  N. 
Y 620,000 

"The  average  of  these  bids  was  $499,250. 

"There  was  this  peculiarity  in  the  advertisement 
for  proposals  issued  by  the  city,  that  bidders  for 
machinery  from  designs  furnished  by  [he  city 
were  not  required  to  include  boilers  in  their  esti- 
mates, whereas  those  who  proposed  to  follow 
their  own  designs  were  required  to  include  boil- 
ers, etc.,  complete.  Therefore,  the  cost  of  boilers 
with  their  appurtenances  and  setting  of  masonry, 
must  be  added  to  all  the  above  bids,  before  a  com- 
parison is  made  with  my  proposal  which  includes 
the  furnishing,  transporting  and  setting  up  of  en- 
gines, boilers  and  pumps,  with  every  connection 
and  appurtenance  for  a  complete  system  for 
pumping  sewage,  embracing  four  independent 
sets  of  'high-duty'  pumping  machinery,  each  of 
the  capacity  of  25,000,000  gallons  in  twenty-four 
hours." 

Why,  it  may  be  asked,  was  it  that  this  proposi- 
tion was  not  entertained?  Subsequently  it  ap- 
pears from  matters  made  public  that  negotiations 
had  been  made  with  the  Committee  on  Improved 
Sewerage,  under  which  Mr.  Corliss  has  built  an 
engine.  This  engine,  1  understand,  is  in  Provi- 
dence, and  the  alleged  agreement  under  which  it 
was  built  has  been  ignored  by  the  city  of  Boston. 
Other  contracts  have  been  made,  and  there  is 
nothing  beiore  the  public  to  show  the  nature  of 
these  allegations.  The  newspapers  have  been 
filled  with  what  looks  like  a  scandal,  but  no  re- 
plies have  been  made  by  the  city  authorities.  But 
the  Boston  Journal  of  Jan.  31  had  a  paragraph 
which  I  will  read: 

'•The  City's  Pumping  Engines.  It  is  stated 
that  a  petition  bearing  tbe  names  of  citizeus  rep- 
resenting several  million  dollars'  worth  of  prop- 
erty is  to  be  presented  to  the  City  Council  asking 
for  a  full  and  impartial  investigation  of  the  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  making  of  contracts 
tor  pumping  engines  for  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
the  rejection  of  those  built  by  Corliss  of  Provi- 
dence." 

On  Feb.  3  the  same  paper  had  the  following- 
article: 

"The  City's  Pumping  Engines.  The  Journal 
announced  on  Monday  that  a  petition  would  prob- 
ably be  presented  to  the  City  Council  requesting 


an  investigation  of  the  circumstances  attending 
the  making  of  contracts  for  pumping  engine.'!  for 
the  city  of  Boston  and  the  rejection  of  those 
built  by  Corliss  of  Providence. 

"In  relation  to  that  paragraph  the  Journal  is 
authorized  to  state  that  'any  citizen  of  Boston 
who  may  take  sufficient  interest  in  the  matter  to 
sign  such  a  petition  a9  there  referred  to  will  be 
furnished  with  such  information  as  will  enable 
him  to  form  an  opinion  upon  the  merits  of  the 
question  upon  personal  inquiry  of  any  of  the 
members  of  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Im- 
proved Sewerage  of  1880,  or  of  the  City  Engineer. 
The  gentlemen  whose  names  are  given  below  have 
nothing  to  conceal  from  any  citizen  desiring  in- 
formation, but  do  not  propose  to  be  involved  in 
the  unsatisfactory  maze's  of  a  newspaper  contro- 
versy with  Mr.  Corliss. 

Lucius  Slade, 
A.SA  H.  Caton, 
George  L.  Thorndike, 
Daniel  J.  Sweeney, 
Charles  H.  Plympton, 
Howard  Clapp, 
Malcolm  S.  Greenough, 
Charles  F.  Austin, 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage, 
1880. 

Henry  M.  Wightman,  City  Engineer.'  " 
The  City  Engineer's  report  gives  this  informa- 
tion : 

"Negotiations  with  Mr.  Corliss  for  the  building 
of  two  pumping  engines,  from  his  own  designs, 
after  having  been  carried  on  by  the  committee  at 
intervals  during  the  year  without  attaining  a  sat- 
isfactory result,  weie  finally  closed  on  Dec.  23, 
1880.  A  contract  was  made  with  the  successors 
of  Mr.  Henry  R.  Worthington  of  New  York,  on 
Dec.  30, 1880,  for  the  pumping  engines  of  the 
Worthington  duplex  type,  to  take  the  place  of 
the  Corliss  engines." 

The  communication  referred  to  from  the  City 
Engineer,  and  this  paragraph  in  his  report,  are 
the  only  things  I  have  been  able  to  see  orget  hold 
of  in  a  public  and  official  way  in  reply  to  a  long 
series  of  newspaper  articles  which  have  been 
before  the  public  now  for  eight  or  nine  months. 
I  think  that  in  a  matter  of  so  great  importance 
as  this  there  should  be  some  explanation  made, 
some  official  information  given  to  the  public.  It 
does  n't  look  well.  I  do  not  think  the'way  it  has 
been  treated  is  proper,  and  hope  I  will  be  excused 
as  a  new  member  for  raising  this  question.  But 
to  bring  it  to  an  is«ue  I  offer  the  following  order: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Improved 
Sewerage  be  requested  to  submit  in  print  a  full 
and  explicit  account  of  all  the  circumstances  at- 
tending the  negotiations  for  pumping  engines, 
particularly  with  reference  to  the  rejection  of 
the  engines  made  by  Mr.  George  H.  Corliss,  and 
alleged  to  have  been  built  under  the  implied  con- 
tract with  said  committee. 

Alderman  Slade— I  don't  know  as  I  particularly 
object  to  that  order,  although  I  had  no  idea  any 
such  thing  was  com.ng  in  here  in  this  way.  If 
the  Alderman  had  been  in  this  Board  last  year 
and  the  year  before,  he  would  probably  have 
known  more  about  this  matter  than  he  does  now. 
If  he  will  go  and  look  at  the  records  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Improved  Sewerage,  which  he  or  any 
other  member  of  the  City  Government  can  see  at 
any  time,  he  will  get  at  all  the  facts  he  wants  the 
committee  to  bring  in  here.  There  is  nothing 
concealed,  as  it  is  said  in  that  article.  Why  don't 
the  Alderman  or  anybody  else  go  to  the  City  En- 
gineer's office  and  see  all  tbe  reports  there  are 
there,  and  know  what  they  are?  We  do  not 
propose  to  deal  with  Mr.  Corliss  through 
tbe  newspapers.  That  seems  to  be  his  tactics.  He 
seems  to  want  to  do  business  in  that  way.  The 
Alderman  says  there  was  an  alleged  contract. 
There  has  never  been  any  contract  between  Mr. 
Corliss  and  the  city  of  Boston,  and  we  never 
could  get  one.  Mr.  Corliss  went  on  in  a  haphaz- 
ard way  and  built  an  engine.  After  he  had  got  it 
built  he  notified  the  committee  that  he  had  built 
it.  He  never  had  a  contract  with  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton to  build  that  engine.  The  committee  have 
visited  Mr.  Corliss's  works,  and  last  fall  sent  some 
experts  to  look  at  the  engine  and  pumps,  to  see 
if  they  were  anything  that  the  city  of  Boston 
wanted.  Mr.  Corliss  refused  to  let  them  examine 
the  engines,  and  there  is  a  great  deal  about  this 
that  I  am  sorry  the  Alderman  has  asked  to  have 
reported  here  in  the  way  he  has;  but  there  is  noth- 
ing that  he  or  anybody  else  cannot  see  and  read  by 
going  to  the  City  Engineer's  office.  Everything  is 
plain,  straight  and  above  board. 
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Alderman  Haldeman— 1  nave  do  desire  to  cast 
any  reflection  upon  the  committee.  But  I  have 
friends  who  are  largely  interested  in  machinery 
and  iron  works,  and  my  attention  was  called  to 
this  subject  last  summer.  The  pamphlet  which  I 
have  in  my  hand  now  has  been  on  my  office  desk 
since  August,  and  was  received  long  before  I  had 
any  idea  of  becoming  connected  with  the  City 
Government.  This  matter  has  not  only  been  ban- 
died about  io  the  newspapers,  but  it  has  been 
common  talk  among  machinists  and  others  that 
Mr. Corliss  certainly  has  built  an  engine  for  the  city 
of  Koston.  There  appears  to  be  no  doubt  about 
other  bids  being  accepted  and  that  the  engine 
building  will  not  do  the  work  satislactorily. 
We  know  that  the  reputation  of  Mr.  George 
H.  Corliss  as  a  builder  is  equal  to  that 
of  p.ny  other  before  the  country,  and  it  takes 
a  very  bold  man  to  cast  suspicion  upon 
any  work  that  be  has  done.  The  allegation 
has  been  made  again  and  again  that  Mr. 
Corliss  has  been  defeated  in  his  plans  through 
the  manipulations  of  the  City  Engineers  and  the 
experts  employed  for  the  purpose.  We  all  know 
that  experts  are  very  sensitive  about  their 
plans;  that  experts  are  very  great  men  until  other 
experts  happen  to  come  in  conflict  with  them. 
And  then  I  find  very  often  that  experts  are  not 
so  sure  as  common  mechanics.  Of  course,  I  now 
only  ask  for  information.  I  obtained  what  knowl- 
edge I  have  from  outside  sources  only.  There 
are  people  who  believe  that  the  city  has  been  led 
into  error  and  that  Mr.  Corliss  has  been  wronged. 
They  believe  his  engine  will  do  this  work  for  a 
great  deal  less  mor.ey  than  the  one  contracted 
for.  It  is  because  of  that  that  I  desire  the  com- 
mittee to  give  a  full  and  fair  statement  from 
tneii  side,  to  go  before  the  public.  We  have  had 
Mr.  Corliss's  statement,  and  I  think  the  commit- 
tee will  be  very  glad  to  have  the  opportunity 
to  make  an  official  one. 

Alderman  Slade— I  want  to  say  here  that  Mr. 
Corliss  has  used  every  endeavor  to  get  the  Com- 
mittee on  Improved  Sewerage  into  a  newspaper 
controversy.  That  is  his  way  of  doing  business. 
I  can  show  the  Alderman  where  he  has  done  this 
same  thing  with  Providence  and  Pawtucket  and 
scared  the  City  Governments  into  accepting  his 
propositions.  He  did  not  come  up  man-fashion 
and  treat  with  the  committee.  When  the  Alder- 
man says  it  is  the  fault  of  the  City  Engineer  it  is 
not  true.  The  committee  tried  to  get  Mr.  Corliss 
to  sign  some  contract,  and  they  never  could  get 
him  to  do  it;  but  still  he  went  on  building  his  en- 
gine. I  suppose  he  had  a  right  to  build  it  lor  him- 
self, but  he  had  no  contract  to  do  it  for  the  city 
of  Boston.  Mr.  Corliss  is  not  an  expert  in  build 
ing  pumps,  and  never  has  been.  I  don't  think  he 
has  ever  built  a  pump  that  has  not  proved  a  fail- 
ure. So  far  as  building  engines  is  con- 
cerned, there  is  n't  a  better  builder  in  the 
country.  But  we  had  reason  to  question  his 
ideas  in  regard  to  building  pumps.  1  am  not  pre- 
pared at  this  moment  to  go  into  so  much  talk 
upon  this  matter  as  I  should  have  been  bad  I 
known  that  it  was  coming  up.  I  am  sorry  it  has 
come  up  in  the  way  it  has.  Everything  is  all 
quiet,  so  far  as  I  know.  An  engine  is  being  built 
to  do  this  work,  at  not  quite  so  low  figures  as  Mr. 
Corliss  proposed,  but  we  believe  it  will  be  better 
in  the  end. 

Alderman  Hersey— What  I  regret  about  this 
controversy  is,  that  it  looks  like  an  attempt  of 
.Mr.  Corliss  to  force  upon  the  city  of  Boston  bis 
views  io  preference  to  those  of  the  City  Engineer 
and  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage.  The 
committee  and  City  Enmueer  adopted  certain 
sizes  for  engines,  ana  in  their  specifications  they 
required  that  bids  should  be  upon  certain  sizes. 
As  I  understand,  Mr.  Corliss  has  built  a  very 
much  smalln  engine  than  the  specifications  re- 
quired, and  by  running  it  at  a  higher  rate  of  speed 
he  proposes  to  get  thehighcrduty  from  it.  That  is 
all  there  is  to  it.  As  I  understand,  the  engine  has 
never  been  examined  by  an  authorized  expert 
employed  by  the  city  of  Boston.  When  asked  to 
show  what  he  had,  Mr.  Coili*>>  refused.  I  think 
the  committee  treated  him  lairly.  They  proposed 
to  take  his  engine  if  it  could  be  proved  that  it 
would  be  as  serviceable  and  proper  for  the  pur- 
pose as  the  one  called  for  by  the  specifications. 
And  now  he  comes  here,  knowing  that  be  has 
signed  no  contract,  knowing  that  he  has  no  claim 
upon  the  city,  and  proposes  by  newspaper  articles 
to  browbeat  the  city  into  adopting  his  engine, 
whether  suitable  or  not.  I  say  the  Committee  on 
Improved  Sewerage  were  justified  in  rejecting  his 
proposal,  because  it  was  not  in  accordance  with 


the  specifications.  No  contract  was  entered  into. 
The  committee  were  ready  to  come  to  an  agree- 
ment with  him,  if  he  would  make  terms,  but  he 
sought  to  force  this  matter  upon  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. 

Alderman  Viles— I  hardly  feel  like  voting  upon 
that  order  tonight.  I  should  like  to  look  into  it  a 
little  further,  and  move  that  it  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

The  order  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

THE  COMMITTEE  ON  HEALTH. 

Alderman  Viles— The  Board  probably  remem- 
ber that  my  resignation  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  was  laid  on  the  table  on  motion 
of  Alderman  Tucker.  As  this  is  an  important 
committee,  and  should  be  filled,  and  as  t  have  at- 
tended no  meeting  of  the  committee  this  year,  I 
move  that  the  resignation  be  taken  from  the 
table. 

The  resignation  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Viles— I  did  not  propose  to  say  any- 
thing on  this  question,  and  was  in  hopes  the 
Board  would  accept  my  resignation  at  the  time  I 
tendered  it.  But  as  a  friend  of  the  Mayor  has 
seen  fit  to  reply  to  it,  and  made  some  misstate- 
ments, which  I  would  like  to  correct,  I  shall  say  a 
few  words,  and  then  ask  to  have  my  resignation 
accepted.  With  the  indulgence  of  the  Board  I 
will  read  an  article  from  the  Boston  Herald  of 
Jan.  22,  1881: 

"Alderman  Vilet*'  Grievance.  In  relation  to 
the  resignation  of  Alderman  Viles  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health,  because  he  was  not  first  on 
the  list  of  appointments,  a  friend  of  Mayor  Prince 
desires  to  make  an  explanation,  disclaiming  at 
the  outset  that  the  Mayor  had  the  slightest  idea 
of  insulting  any  member  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment. 'In  1879  the  late  Alderman  Bell  was  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Health,  with  Alder- 
man Viles  as  an  associate.  In  1880  the  Mayor 
had  prepared  a  printed  list  of  nomina- 
tions, with  Aldermen  Bell  and  Viles  occupying  the 
positions  which  they  held  the  year  previous,  and 
did  not  intend  to  make  any  change.  Just  after 
the  Board  had  assembled,  however,  what  may  be 
called  a  mistake  was  made,  and  the  list  was  called 
with  Alderman  Viles  as  chairman.  The  Mayor 
bitterly  regretted  this  seeming  slight  upon  Alder- 
man Bell,  and  intended,  should  both  of  them  be 
elected  tor  1881,  to  rectify  the  mistake  by  restor- 
ing Mr.  Bell  to  the  chairmanship,  which  he  had 
intended  him  to  occupy  the  previous  year.  Mr. 
Bell's  death  occurred,  and,  therefore,  Alderman 
Caldwell,  his  successor,  took  the  place  intended 
for  Mr.  Bell.'  " 

Alderman  Viles  — aow,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will 
read  the  list  of  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Health  appointed  by  the  Mayors  since  I  have  been 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  .In  1875 
Mayor  Cobb  appointed  Viles  and  Worthingtoc. 
In  1876  Mayor  Cobb  appointed  Viles  and  Burn- 
ham.  In  1877  Mayor  Prince  appointed  Viles  and 
Burnham.  In  1878  Mayor  Pierce  appointed  Viles 
and  Perkins;  Alderman  Perkins,  you  remember, 
passed  on  to  the  higher  lite,  and  Alderman  Har- 
ris was  appointed  to  serve  out  the  un- 
expired term.  In  1879  Mayor  Prince  ap- 
pointed Bell  and  Pope.  And  you,  Mr. 
Chairman,  appointed  me  to  serve  out  the  un- 
expired term  caused  by  the  decease  of  the  la- 
mented Pope.  In  1880  Mayor  Prince  appointed 
Viles,  Bell  and  Caton.  Alderman  Bell  passed  on 
to  the  higher  life,  and  Alderman  Caldwell  was 
appointed  to  till  the  vacancy.  In  1881  Mayor 
Prince  appointed  Aldermen  Caldwell,  Viles  and 
Flynn.  Now  the  Mayor's  friend  says  the  Mayor 
appointed  Alderman  Viles  in  1880,  as  a  member  of 
the  committee,  which  is  not  so.  He  appointed  Al- 
dermen Bell  and  Pope,  two  new  members,  on  that 
committee,  which  is  something  unusual,  and 
you,  sir,  appointed  me  to  fill  out  the 
unexpired  term  caused  by  the  death  of 
Alderman  Pope,  and  not  his  Honor  the  Mayor. 
Now,  the  Mayor's  friend  says  that  what  appears 
to  be  a  mistake  was  made  last  year.  I  will  state 
bow  that  mistake  happened,  and  if  I  make  any 
error,  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  will  correct  me,  as  you 
are  cognizant  of  all  the  facts.  On  Saturday  pre- 
vious to  the  announcement  of  the  committees,  in 
conversation  with  you  in  this  room,  I  suggested 
that  the  Mayor  should  do  the  handsome  thing 
and  appoint  me  chairman  of  my  old  commit- 
tee. You  agreed  with  me  and  volunteered  to  go 
and  see  him,  and  did  so.  You  came  back  and 
told  me  that  his  Honor  the  Mayor  would  appoint 
me  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Health.  But 
just  before  the  board  was  called  together   on 
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Monday,  your  keen  eye  detected  Alderman  Bell's 
name  as  chairman  o£  the  Committee  on  Health  . 
You  came  to  me  ajd  stated  the  fact,  and  I  told 
you  I  would  not  serve  unless  I  was  chairman. 
You  went  to  the  Mayor  and  stated  the  fact,  and 
the  Mayor  assured  you  it  was  a  mistake;  that  he  in- 
tended to  appoint  me  first;  and  the  correction  was 
made  at  his  suggestion.  That  is  the  way  the  mis- 
take was  made.  On  Monday  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
had-  forgotten  his  piomise  made  on  Saturday. 
Now,  sir,  It  is  a  fact  that  in  1877,  when  I  was 
elected  with  every  vote  in  the  city,  and  was  on 
the  same  ticket  with  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  he 
thought  I  was  a  proper  person  for  the  chairman- 
ship of  the  Health  Department,  and  appointed 
me.  But  in  1879, 1880  and  1881,  when  I  was  elected 
to  this  Board  by  the  independent  voters  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  Irrespective  of  party,  and  was 
not  on  the  ticket  with  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
he  thought  I  was  not  a  proper  person 
to  be  chairman  of  so  important  a  com- 
mittee as  that  on  Health,  and  he  left  me  off.    But 


I  don't  suppose  he  thought  of  that.  Now,  sir, 
before  taking  leave  of  the  committee  upon  which 
I  have  served  so  many  years,  and  have  given  it 
my  best  time,  interest  and  endeavors,  I  wish  to 
return  my  sincere  thanks  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
for  the  kind  words  which  he  spoke  in  his  inaugu- 
ral address  in  regard  to  that  department,  where- 
in he  states  that  Boston  was  the  cleanest  city  in 
this  couotry,  thereby  showing  that  it  was  not 
from  any  dereliction  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee" that  I  was  removed, 
but  for  good,  sufficient  and  satisfactory  reasons, 
best  known  to  himself.  I  now  move  that  my  res- 
ignation be  accepted. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  am  sorry  to  lose  the  Al- 
derman from  the  membership  of  the  committee, 
but  as  he  has  made  up  his  mind  not  to  serve,  I 
suppose  it  is  no  use  to  object. 

The  resignation  was  accepted. 

The  Chairman  appointed  Alderman  Haldeman 
to  fill  the  vacancy.    Sent  down. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

APKIL    14,    1881. 


Regular  meeting,  Andrew  J.  Bailey,  President, 
in  the  chair.  Called  to  order  at  7.40  P.  M.,  and 
the  roll  was  called  by  direction  of  the  President, 
with  the  following  result:  Present  38,  absent  34— 

Present— Messrs.  Bs.iley,  Barry,  Bartlett,  Heal, 
Bowker,  Bovle,  Brown,  Costello,  Cotton,  C.  F.  Do- 
herty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Fi«k,  Freeman, 
Gomez,  Gove,  Greeuougb,  Hagar,  Hart,  Hilton, 
Hosley,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Mathews,  McNamara,  P. 
Morrison,  Murphy,  Parkrnan,  Pope,  Pratt,  Pray, 
Quicley,  Swan,  Teevan,  Welch,  Wheeler,  Whit- 
more— 38. 

Absent  —  Messrs.  Bigelow,  Brimbecom,  Child, 
H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Counell,  Crouin, 
Daly,  Dana,  Denney,  Devlin,  J.  Doherty,  Farwell, 
Fitzpatrick,  Ford,  Harding,  Huntress,  Maguire, 
McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin, 
Means,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Powers,  Rogers, 
Rosnosky,  Smith,  Vlles.  Wakefield,  Walsh,  Whar- 
ton Williams— 34. 

MISCELLANEOUS     PAPERS     FROM   THE    BO&RD    OF 
ALDERMEN. 

Reports  of  city  officers  placed  on  hie. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following 
petitions: 

John  Tighe,  to  he  refunded  amount  naid  for 
sewer  in  Forest  street. 

Timothy  Murphy,  to  be  paid  for  personal  inju- 
ries from  insecure  condition  of   Harrison  avenue. 

Mary  J.  Turner,  to  be  paid  for]personal  injuries 
received  in  Bowdoin  street.  Severally  accepted 
In  concurrence. 

Report  of  inexpedient  to  place  telegraph  poles 
on  Commonwealth  avenue  and  the  Public  Gar- 
den, and  suggesting  that  some  other  plan  be 
adopted.  Accepted  and  referred  to  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners in  concurrence. 

Order  for  an  ordinance  to  be  reported  providing 
for  the  sale  of  real  estate  taken  or  purchased  for 
non-payinent  of  taxes,  etc.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Board  of  Assessors 
and  the  City  Solicitor  to  represent  the  city  before 
the  Street  Commissioners,  acting  as  County  Com- 
missioners, under  sections  45  and  46  of  chapter  11 
of  the  General  Statutes,  and  chapter  337,  acts  of 
1870,  and  to  prosecute  to  final  judgment  aoy  ap- 
peal Irom  the  ruling  of  said  commissioners.  Or- 
der passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  Superintendent  of  the  Common, 
etc.,  under  the  direction  of  the  committee,  to 
purchase  supplies  for  the  Common  and  public 
grounds,  and  to  employ  laborers.  Read  twice 
under  a  suspension  of  tlie  rule  and  passed  in  con- 
currence, and  a  reconsideration  by  Mr.  Parkrnan 
was  lost. 

Report  recommending  reference  to  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  of  the  request  of  the  Directors 
for  Public  Institutions  that  the  estate  260  High- 
land street  be  transferred  to  the  precincts  of 
Marcella-street  Home.  Accepted  and  referred  in 
concurrence. 

Hep  in  in  favor  and  passage  of  the  order  to 
provide  au  appropriation  of  $8000  for  completing 
and  furnishing  Marcella  street  Home  buildings. 
Report  accepted.  Order  laid  on  the  table  on  mo- 
tion of  Air.  Whitmore. 

Executive  Appointments. 

Message  from  the  Mayor  appointing,  subject  to 
confirmation,  Michael  F.  Gavin  as  a  trastee  of 
the  City  Hospital. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14,  a  ballot 
was  ordered  on  the  question  of  confirmation. 
Committee— Messrs.  Bovle  of  Ward  8,  Fisk  of 
Ward  20,  Emery  of  Ward  18. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 44 

Nf<  c-83-irv  for  a  choice 23 

Yes 30 

MO 14 

Mr.  Gavin's  appointment  was  confirmed  in  con- 
currence. 

Menage  from  the  Mayor  appointing,  subject  to 
confirmation,  Leonard  R.  Cutter  as  a  member  of 
the  Boston  Water  Board. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Warn  1  moved  to  suspend  the 
rule  lu  order  to  ballot  on  confirmation.  Lost. 
The  confirmation  went  over  unuer  the  rule. 

Message  from  the  Mayor,  appointing,  subject  to 


confirmation,  William  Gray,  Jr.,  as  a  Commission- 
er on  Public  Parks. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18,. a  ballot  was 
ordered  on  the  question  of  confirmation.  Com- 
mittee—Messrs. Barry  of  Ward  16,  Gomez  of 
Ward  13,  Viles  of  Ward  8. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 45 

Necessary  to  confirm 23 

Yes 43 

No 3 

Mr.  Cutter's  appointment  was  confirmed  in  con- 
currence. 

Elections. 

Report  nominating,  and  certificate  of  the  elec- 
tion of  Frederick  W.  Liucoln  as  a  Commissioner 
on  Prison  Point  Bridge. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence,  and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  the  rule 
was  suspended  and  an  election  ordered.  Com- 
mittee—Messrs. Hart  of  Ward  18,  McLaughlin  of 
Ward  6,  McNamara  of  Ward  19. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 49 

Necessary  for  a  choice 25 

Frederick  W.  Lincoln  had 46 

Yes 3 

Mr.  Lincoln  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

Report  nominating  and  certificate  of  the  elec- 
tion of  Robert  Vose,  Jr.,  and  Joseph  P.  Paine  as 
trustees  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Btown  of  Ward  23,  the  Council 
proceeded  to  au  election.  Committee,  Messrs. 
Maguire  of  Ward  19,  Bigelow  of  Ward  25  and 
Denney  of  Ward  12. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 60 

Necessary  for  a  choice 26 

Joseph  P.  Paine  had 49 

Robert  Vose,  Jr 44 

CoolidKe  Baruara 5 

Yes 1 

Messrs.  Paine  and  Vose  were  elected  in  con- 
currence. 

Encroachments  upon  the  Harbor. 

Report  and  order  lor  the  Legislative  Committee 
to  oppose  the  proposed  bill  to  authorize  the  ex- 
tension of  Grand  Junction  wharves,  provided 
that  such  extension  is  found  to  he  detrimental  to 
city  interests. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  (Jove  of  Ward  1  moved  to  amend  the  order 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  words  "Grand  Junc- 
tion wharves,"  so  that  the  order  would  read  as 
follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Legislative 
Matters  be  instructed  to  oppose  the  bill  to  author- 
ize the  extension  of  the  Grand  Junction  wharves. 

Mr.  Parkrnan  of  Ward  9—1  was  going  to  oppose 
the  order  because  it  cast  an  unusual  burden  upon 
the  Committee  on  Legii-lative  Affaiis,  who,  it 
seems  to  me,  are  not  prepared  to  examine  into 
questions  relating  to  the  harbor.  The  Harbor 
Committee  should  have  taken  upon  themselves 
the  burden  of  deciding  whether  or  not  this  is  nec- 
essary. I  think  the  Legislative  Committee  should 
be  instructed  one  way  or  the  other  in  this  mat- 
ter, and  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  would 
desire  to  still  lurther  amend  the  order  by  strik- 
ing out  the  word  "requested"  and  inserting  "in- 
structed." 

Mr.  Gove—  Tl  »'.  was  the  way  I  intended  it. 

Mr.  Hrtgar  ol  Ward  10—1  am  entirely  ignorant 
of  this  matter  and  should  like  some  information. 

Mr.  Gove — After  receiving  my  notice  this  morn- 
ing I  went  to  the  State  House  and  got  a  copy  of 
the  bill  in  relation  to  this  matter.  After  that  I 
saw  some  people  in  the  shipping  parts  of  the  city, 
whose  business  is  entirely  connected  with  ship- 
ping. 1  learned  from  them  that  if  the  wharves 
are  extended  they  will  go  so  far  into  the  channel 
as  to  necessitate  the  building  of  a  new  channel, 
which  will  interfere  greatly  with  the  wharves 
around  the  water-ttont  there.  The  bill  before 
the  Legislature  is  as  follows: 

Section  1.  The  Harbor  and  Land  Commissioners, 
with  the  appioval  of  the  governor  and  council, 
shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  to  permit  the 
construction  of  wharves  in  that  part  of  B"Sion 
called  East  Boston,  easterly  of  Pier  No.  4,  so 
called,  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Compa- 
ny, to  such  line  as  they  shall  'prescribe,  in  such 
manner  and  on  such  terms  and  conditions  in 
other  respects  as  ate  now  allowed  by  law  within 
existing  harbor  lines,  or  as  shall  be  prescribed  by 
said  commissioners  with  the  appioval   aforesaid. 

Sect.  2.  Said  commissioner.-  are  also  author- 
ized, with  the  approval  aforesaid,  to  permit  the 
construction  or  extension  of  wharves  iu  said  East 
Boston,  westerly  from  the  Cunard  wharf,  not  ex- 
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ceeding  fifty  feet  beyond  the  existing  harbor 
line. 

Sect.  3.  If  any  person  or  corporation  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  construct  or  extend 
any  wharf  or  pier  into  an  existing  natural  chan- 
nel so  as  to  obstruct  or  encroach  upon  the  same, 
without  excavating  such  artificial  channel  as  said 
corninissioneis  shall  direct  and  adjudge  to  be 
equivalent  to  such  natural  channel,  any  littoral 
proprietor  who  shall  suffer  any  obstruction  or  in- 
terruption of  his  access  to  and  from  the  sea  or 
main  ship  channel,  in  consequence  of  such  con- 
struction or  extension  without  such  excavation, 
may  at  any  time  within  three  years  after  such 
construction  or  extension  recover  all  damages 
occasioned  to  his  property  thereby  from  the  own- 
ers of  the  wharves  or  piers  which  have  been  so 
extended  or  constructed,  in  the  same  manner  and 
with  the  same  rights,  remedies  and  liabilities,  so 
far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable,  as  are  pro- 
vided by  law  in  respect  to  damages  occasioned  by 
laying  out  and  maintaining  railroads. 

If  the  Grand  Junction  wharves  are  extended 
as  far  as  the  Harbor  Commissioners'  line,  1  am 
told  it  will  compel  the  people  who  own  Simpson's 
dry  clock,  and  another  dry  dock  there,  which,  I 
think,  is  also  owned  by  Mr.  Simpson,  when  they 
want  to  get  into  the  dock,  to  go  by  and  turn  at 
right  angles,  and  it  will  take  several  tugs  to  haul 
a  boat  in,  which  is  entirely  unnecessary  at  the 
present  time,  and  it  will  cause  the  parties  great 
expense.  It  will  also  divert  the  tide  so  that  in- 
stead of  bringing  all  the  water  front  into  the  mar- 
ket, and  placing  it  where  it  can  be  utilized,  it  will 
throw  it  back  where  it  will  be  of  no  use  at  all. 
Mr.  Alexander  has  started  on  a  plan  of  operations 
there  for  the  improvement  of  the  water  front.and 
placing  it  in  a  position  where  it  can  be  utilized 
and  be  of  advantage  to  the  city.  If  these  wharves 
are  extended  in  that  direction  it  will  put  that 
property  back  so  it  cannot  be  used,  on  account  of 
the  interference  with  the  channel.  Those  ac- 
quainted with  that  business  say  that  if  a  new 
channel  is  made  there,  it  will  not  give  the  front- 
age of  water  which  is  necessary  for  carrying  on 
the  business  that  ought  to  be  carried  on  there. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9- I  do  not  want  to  op- 
pose the  motion  of  the  gentl  man  from  Ward  1, 
because  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  merits  of  the 
question.  I  only  want  to  say  that  from  my  expe- 
rience before  the  Committee  on  Harbor  and 
Lauds  at  the  State  House,  before  which  I  have 
apneared  several  times  this  winter,  I  belieye  they 
will  jealously  guard  all  the  interests  of  the  city. 
The  chairman  of  the  committee  is  a  senator  from 
Boston,  and  there  are  several  Boston  men  on  the 
committee.  They  are  also  guided  by  the  expe- 
rience of  the  Harbor  Commissioners,  »ho  are  also 
jealous  of  any  encroachments  upon  the  Larbor. 
They  will  no  doubt  look  intelligently  into  the 
subject.  I  do  not  wish  to  oppose  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  1,  if  the  committee  should 
be  instructed  in  this  matter,  although  I  hardly 
think  it  is  necessary. 

.'  Mr.  Gove— I  should  not  have  called  this  matter 
to  the  attention  of  the  Council,  except  that  I 
thought  the  form  of  the  order  was  objectionable, 
and  1  thought  the  committee  ought  to  be  instruct- 
ed so  as  to  act  for  the  interests  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Gove's  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the 
order  as  amended  was  passed.  Mr.  Gove  moved 
a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost.    Sent  up. 

E.  J.,  B.  S.  P.  &  P.  S.  R.  li. 

Report  and  order  for  the  Mayor  to  convey  to 
the  Eastern  Junction,  Broad  Sound  Pier  & 
Point  Shirley  Railroad  Corporation  the  right  ]to 
construct  said  railroad  and  the  necessary  build- 
ings connected  therewith,  on  the  city  Sand  in 
Winthrop,  as  in  said  order  set  forth. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  AVharton  of  Ward  11— I  should  like  to  ask 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  part  of 
this  Council  whether  it  is  not  possible  for  the  city 
to  get  any  pecuniary  recompense  for  this  land. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23—1  would  say  in  answer 
to  the  gentleman's  question  that  in  1865  the  city 
bought  a  tract  of  laud  containing  about  180  acres 
in  the  town  of  Winthrop,  with  the  intention  of 
building  an  insane  asylum  thereon.  Soon  after- 
ward the  State  agitated  the  subject  of  erecting  an 
insane  asylum,  and  finally  erected  one  at  Danvers, 
and  the  city  of  Boston  is  called  upon  to  pay  a 
large  proportion  of  the  cost.  Consequently  the 
city  has  not  seen  its  way  clear  or  seen  the  neces- 
sity of  building  an  insane  asylum.  And  the  land 
remains  there  and  has  been  largely  used  as  a  pas- 


ture during  the  last  fifteen  years.  About  a  fort- 
night or  a  month  ago  this  corporation  petitioned 
the  City  Government  for  the  right  to  locate 
their  railroad  over  this  property  in  the 
town  of  Winthrop.  The  petition  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions, who  gave  the  representatives  of  the 
corporation  a  bearing.  A  sub  committee 
was  appointed  to  consult  with  the  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions,  as  the  land  was  in  their 
charge,  and  see  if,  in  their  opii  ion,  the  construc- 
tion of  this  railroad  would  interfere  with  the 
building  of  a  hospital  there  in  the  future.  The 
directors  held  a  meeting  and  decided  that  it 
never  would  be  a  proper  place  to  construct  an 
asylum.  And  they  recommended  that  the  rail- 
road be  granted  the  privilege  of  locating  thereon. 
Since  the  land  has  been  bought  by  the 
city  many  houses  have  been  erected  in 
the  vicinity,  so  that  it  would  not  be  a  proper 
place  for  an  asylum,  on  account  of  the  noise  and 
bustle.  The  directors  have  decided  to  recom- 
mend that  if  the  city  wants  to  erect  an  asylum, 
that  it  shall  not  be  done  on  that  land.  I  see  by 
the  repoit  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  that  Alderman  Haldeman,  one  of  the 
sub-committee,  visited  the  land.  I  have  never 
been  on  the  premises,  but  the  argument  was 
raised  in  the  committee  by  the  petitioners 
that  if  this  railroad  was  located  within  the 
borders  of  this  land,  the  city  of  Boston 
could  realize  a  very  much  larger  sum 
from  the  sale  of  the  land  than  it  could 
if  the  railroad  was  not  built.  On  the  whole,  the 
committee  were  unanimous  in  recommending 
that  the  petitioners  have  the  right  to  locate  their 
railroad  over  the  land.  The  order  has  passed  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  come  here  for  concur- 
rence. As  far  as  I  can  see  per>onally,  and  in  in- 
terest of  the  taxpayers  of  Boston,  I  believe  it  is  a 
wise  thing  to  do,  to  grant  them  this  right.  In 
answer  to  the  question  of  the  gentleman  more 
directly,  as  to  whether  there  is  any  probability  of 
the  city  of  Boston  obtaining  any  Compensation  for 
this  land,  I  cannot  answer  the  question.  If 
the  city  should  ask  two  or  three  thousand  dollars 
for  it,  perhaps  they  would  get  it.  But,  taking 
into  consideration  the  greatly  enhanced  value  of 
the  property  on  account  of  granting  this  right, 
the  committee  recommend  that  the  privilege  be 
granted  for  the  sum  of  $1.  The  petitioners  nave 
offered  to  pay  the  city  for  the  land  the  sum  of 
money  that  it  originally  cost,  with  interest  added 
and  the  amount  of  taxes  that  the  city  has  paid 
on  the  property  during  the  last  sixteen  years, 
all  of  which  amounts  to  about  $75,000,  as 
I  figure  it,  but  the  auditor  figures  that  it  has 
cost  $94,000  up  to  this  date.  The  original  price 
was  $28,000. 

Mr.  Wharton— I  do  not  understand  the  last  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman.  He  says  the  company 
have  offered  to  pay  the  original  price  of  the  land 
with  interest  up  to  the  present  lime,  which 
amount  to  .$75,000.  Under  such  circumstances  I 
think  we  should  not  part  with  that  right  of  way 
for  nothing.  I  think  we  should  have  a  good,  sub- 
stantial compensation  for  such  a  franchise. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— The  compensation 
of  the  city  will  be  in  the  fact  that  if 
this  road  is  constructed,  the  land  will  come 
into  the  market.  It  will  be  greatly  en- 
hanced in  value,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  direc- 
tors it  should  not  be  sold  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Brown— The  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions recommend  that  the  property  be  not  sold  at 
the  present  time,  even  at  the  offer  of  the  com- 
pany. Their  offer  is  for  the  entire  estate  as  origi- 
nally purchased,  but  the  directors  say  the  land~is 
worth  a  great  deal  more  than  the  company  offer. 

Mr.  Bartlett  of  Ward  15—1  move  that  this  mat- 
ter be  as>igned  to  the  next  meeting  at  eight 
o'clock,  in  order  that  we  may  look  into  it. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  hope  that  the  motion  will  not 
prevail.  The  company  are  very  anxious  to  pro- 
ceed with  their  work.  They  have  been  making 
their  arrangements  since  last  January  and  are 
anxious  to  go  ahead.  I  hope  it  will  be  passed 
tonight. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25— The  directors  went 
down  about  a  month  ago  and  looked  over  this 
piece  of  land.  As  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee has  stated,  it  ha*  been  built  up  to  so 
closely— the  village  of  Ocean  Spray  comes  right  on 
to  one  side  of  this  laud— that  the  directors 
have  thought  for  some  time  that  it  would  not  be 
practical  to  build  an  asylum  there.  This  railroad 
will  come  between  the  two  hills,  and  the  station 
will  probably  be  located  on  the  land  of  the  city 
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If  the  city  was  disposed  to  sell  the  property,  even 
dow,  it  would  bring  considerably  more  than  it 
cost.  I  think  the  original  cost  of  the  180  acres 
was  about  $28,000.  I  believe  it  is  taxed  by  the 
town  of  Winthrop  at  present  for  $94,000.  As  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  has  stated,  the  com- 
pany are  willing  to  take  this  land  off  the  hands  of 
the  city,  paying  the  amount  it  cost  originally  with 
interest  and  taxes  to  the  present  time.  But  there 
is  no  doubt  there  are  other  parties  who  would 
buy  it  and  give  considerable  more  than  that  if 
the  city  were  disposed  to  sell.  If  the  city  wants 
to  sell  the  property,  certainly  a  railroad  through 
there  will  be  a  great  advantage  and  considerably 
enhance  the  value  of  the  land.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  land  iu  that  section  more  valuable 
for  building  lots  for  summer  residences  than  this 
tract  is.  I  hope  the  order  will  be  passed  tonight, 
as  the  company  are  anxious  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23—1  should  like  to  ask 
one  question  in  regard  to  the  location  of  this  rail- 
road. I  know  that  a  portion  of  the  (arm  is  marsh 
land,  and  1  presume  that  the  railroad  will  go 
through  that  marsh.  If  that  is  the  case,  I  would 
support  the  order,  because  the  geutleman  who 
last  sat  down  says  it  is  on*  of  the  most  valuable 
pieces  of  land  iu  the  vicinity  of  Boston  for  sum- 
mer residences,  aud  will  be  very  valuable  after  a 
railroad  it  built  there. 

Mr.Brown— If  my  colleague  is  familiar  with  the  lo- 
cality, I  have  a  map  which  be  can  examine  aud  state 
whether  this  is  in  the  valley  or  among  the  bills. 
I  understand  the  track  is  to  go  between  the  two 
hills.  There  are  two  pieces  of  land  and  the  marsh 
is  between  tbem,  a<  d  the  track  is  to  go  over  that. 

[Mr.  Morrison  examines  the  map.] 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  was  lost — 10  for, 
31  against. 

The  question  then  came  up  on  giving  the  order 
a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1— It  seems  to  me  we  ought 
not  to  pass  this  order.  If  the  railroad  want  that, 
they  will  pay  for  it.  If  they  want  to  extend  their 
road  down  into  that  locality,  they  will  phrchase 
the  land  and  extend  the  road  down  mere, 
and  if  it  improves  the  property  of  the  city,  then 
the  city  is  fortunate.  It  does  not  seem  to  me 
that  we  have  any  right  to  come  here  and  give 
away  the  property  of  the  city  of  Boston.  I  do 
no  not  6ee  that  the  order  provides  for  the  pay- 
ment of  any  sum  of  money.  If  you  will  put  that 
in  I  shall  have  no  objections  to  vote  for  it,  but 
until  that  is  put  in  I  shall  have. 

Mr.  Wharton— I  had  some  question  about  this 
matter  when  it  was  first  presented  this  evening, 
bnt  I  am  now  convinced  from  what  I  have  heard 
stated  that  the  value  of  this  land  is  very  low; 
that  what  tbe  city  would  get  from  the  railroad  for 
permission  to  run  their  track  through  this  land 
-would  be  practically  of  no  importance.  I  think  it 
has  been  stated  without  contradiction  ttiat  the 
value  ot  the  remaining  land  will  be  very  greatly 
enhanced  by  the  passage  of  the  railroad  through 
this  valley.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  think 
that  perhaps,  after  all,  the  city  will  get  a  material 
and  satistactory  recompense  for  grauting  this 
right  of  way.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  hope 
the  order  will  pass. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  moved  to  suspend  the 
rule.    Carried— 34  for,  10  against. 

Tbe  order  was  read  a  second  time,  and  passed 
in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Lauten  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.     Lost. 

THE  WARD  THIRTEEN   CONTESTED   ELECTION  CASE. 

Mr.  Wuitmore  of  Ward  12  called  up  the  special 
assignment  lor  8  P.  M.,  viz.,  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Elections  of  tbe  contested  election  in 
Ward  13  (City  Doe.  No.  54,  1881). 

The  question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  the  re- 
port. 

Mr.  Wuitmore— I  aesiro  to  oppose  the  accept- 
ance ot  the  report,  and  tor  that  reason — though 
it  be  somewhat  unusual— I  have  decided  to  bring 
forward  to  the  Council  whatever  statement  I  wisn 
to  make  at  this  stage,  ratlier  than  wait  until  the 
report  Das  been  accepted,  and  debate  has  taken 
place  in  regard  to  the  resolve  aud  order.  I 
should  not  Have  done  this,  Mr.  President,  did  I 
not  believe  that  there  are  various  facts  and  state- 
ment ot  tbe  law  in  regard  to  elections  which  it 
U  desirable  tor  the  Coun oil  to  have  before  them 
betore  tuey  act,  and  which  I  think  they  will  uot 
find  in  the  report  of  the  committee.     I  would 


further  state, as  every  lawyer  present  will  witness, 
that  it  often  happens  that  a  case  in  regard  to  a 
small  amount  of  money  will  cost  a  lawyer 
more  time  and  trouble  in  searching  up  the 
principles  involved  than  in  searching  up  the 
principles  Involved  in  a  large  amount.  This 
contest  in  one  precinct  ot  Ward  13,  I  can  say,  af- 
ter careful  consideration  of  the  matter  during 
the  last  week,  brings  up  a  number  of  remarkable 
questions  which  have  never  been  considered 
heretofore  in  any  other  case.  The  committee 
bave  submitted  two  reports,  one  in  document  26 
and  the  otaer  in  document  54.  References  are 
made  from  one  to  the  other,  aud  so  they  may  be 
considered,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  one 
document.  Tbe  committee  bave  wound  up  with 
two  conclusions,  one  of  which  impeaches  the  ac- 
tion of  the  precinct  officers  of  Precinct  3,  and  la 
their  own  words  pronounces  them  as  "evincing 
total  ignorance  of  their  duties,  and  want  of  intel- 
ligence in  tbe  fulfilment  of  their  duties,  incon- 
sistent with  the  supposition  that  they  were  capa- 
ble of  carrying  out  a  scheme  to  fraudulently  af- 
fect the  election ;"  in  other  words,  they  have 
stated  that  these  precinct  officers  were  un- 
able to  perform  their  duties,  and  they 
therefore,  although  they  do  not  In  words, 
have  arrived  at  the  result  that  the  vote  of  the 
precinct  must  be  thrown  out,  and  therefore  this 
Council  is  to  seat  a  man  as  member  of  this  body 
from  Ward  13  who  was  not  elected,  so  far  as  the 
evidence  goes,  by  a  majority  of  the  voters  of  that 
ward.  I  propose  to  show  in  the  first  place,  that 
there  is  no  evidence,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  which 
warraots  them  in  arriving  at  that  conclusion. 
They  have  in  their  report  cited  from  McCrary  on 
Elections  two  sections,  They  quote  from  sec- 
tions 302  and  303  (Doc.  22),  and  in  that  case  the 
law  is  laid  down  that  where— 

"  The  whole  conduct  of  election  officers  may, 
though  actual  fraud  be  not  apparent,  amount  to 
such  gross  andculpable  negligence,  such  a  disre- 
gard of  their  official  duties,  as  to  render  their 
doings  unintelligible  or  unworthy  of  credence, 
and  their  action  entirely  unreliable  for  any  pur- 
pose." 

Now,  sir,  if  I  were  to  take  the  part  of  the  pre- 
cinct officers,  I  should  call  upon  tbe  committee  to 
prove  any  one  of  those  assertions  by  evidence 
that  they  have  brought  before  us.  There  is  no 
evidence,  so  far  as  I  have  seen,  that  the  precinct 
officers  allowed  strangers  behind  the  rail,  that 
they  were  drunk  or  incapable  of  performing  their 
duties,  that  they  neglected  their  duties,  or  that 
there  was  auy  attempt  at  fraud  by  any  person  in 
that  room.  It  is  very  true  that  the  officers  were 
unfamiliar  with  their  duties,  hut  I  think  their 
conduct  was  entirely  compatible  with  their  in- 
nocence, although  they  made  a  return  that 
539  votes  were  cast,  and  the  check-list  called  for 
446.  Now  I  desire  to  read  a  few  words  from  Mc- 
Crary on  this  point  (section  438): 

"The  return  must  stand  until  such  facts  are 
proven  as  to  clearly  show  that  it  is  not  true. 
When  shown  to  be  fraudulent  or  false,  it  must 
fall  to  the  ground." 

In  section  437  he  says  that,  as  has  been  "else- 
where seen,  the  question  whether  the  entire  vote 
of  the  precinct  should  be  rejected  tor  fraud  de- 
pends upon  another  question,  viz.,  whether,  from 
any  evidence,  it  is  possible  to  ascertain  the  re- 
sult." 

And  he  refers  to  section  185,  ia  which  he  states 
that— 

"It  was,  however,  decided  in  the  case  of  Jud- 
kins  vs.  Hill,  that  no  inference  of  t  i  ami  can  fair- 
ly be  drawn  from  the  single  fact  that  the  votes 
declared  exceeded  by  twenty-sf-ven  the  number  of 
persons  marked  on  the  check-list  as  having  voted. 
This  discrepancy,  the  Court  says,  might  have  re- 
sulted from  a  failure  to  check  all  the  names  of 
persons  voting,  or  from  double  voting  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  board,  or  from  a  mistake 
in  counting;  and  in  either  caso  the  board  may 
have  acted  in  goo     faith." 

Now,  sir,  it  is  very  true  that  the  return  of  539 
seems  large,  as  there  were  only  440  or  450  names 
checked  on  the  list.  Hut  I  wish  you  to  note  the 
following  facts,  which  you  will  uot  find  in  the 
committee's  report,  that  at  the  State  election  in 
1878  there  were  536  names  registered  and  472  cast; 
at  the  city  election  the  same  year  there  were  545 
registered  and  374  ballots  cast.  In  1879,  at  the 
State  election,  there  were  480  names  registered 
and  403  votes  cast,  nnd  at  the  city  election  485 
registered  and  339  cast.    In  1880,  list  year,  at  tbe 
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State  election  there  were  005  registered  and  578 
east,  and  at  the  city  election  605  registered  and 
539  returned  as  cast.  It  is  perfectly  true  that  it 
there  had  been  more  votes  returned  as  cast  than 
there  were  names  registered,  the  presumption  of 
fraud  would  have  been  overwhelming;  but  in  the 
State  election  of  1880  there  were  578  votes  cast  on 
that  registration  of  605,  and  at  the  city  election 
the  Cleric  and  Warden  returned  539  as  the  number 
of  votes  cast.  Therefore,  on  the  statement  of 
MeCraiy,  there  is  no  presumption  of  fraud,  be- 
cause the  number  of  names  checked  and  the 
number  of  ballots  returned  do  not  correspond. 
Bur,  sir,  I  might  rest  here  and  say  that  this  Coun- 
cil would  be  iully  justified  in  accepring  the  ward 
return  as  originally  sent  in.  But  it  happens  in 
this  cnse,  perhaps  for  the  first  time,  that  the 
usual  method  for  checking  the  returns  is  not  at 
hand.  It  is  perfectly  well  known  that  the  num- 
ber of  ballots  round  at  City  Hall  in  the  envelope 
was  only  274.  Therefore,  a  large  number  of  bal- 
lots which  might  be  used  as  a  means  of  checking 
the  list  are  missing.  Yet  in  behalf  of  the  pre- 
cinct officers  I  ought  truly  say  that  there  was 
not  one  bit  of  evidence  to  show  that  there  was  any 
wrong-doing  on  their  part.  If  the  ballots  were 
not  louod  in  the  envelope  when  it  reached 
City  Hall,  it  was  not  their  fault.  They 
were  not  charged  with  the  duty  of  carrying  them 
there,  nor  with  the  duty  of  taking  care  of  them 
after  they  reached  here.  Now,  sir,  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  first  step  which  should  have  been  taken 
by  the  committee,  before  charging  these  officers 
with  fraud,  would  have  been  to  put  in  some  evi- 
dence to  show  that  there  were  not  539  votes  cast. 
That  doctrine  is  laid  down  over  and  over  again  in 
this  volume  of  McCrary.  In  the  first  place,  the 
absence  of  ballots  and  the  discrepancy  between 
the  check  list  and  the  number  of  ballots  are  not 
proof  of  fraud.  They  must  go  outside  and  get 
some  evidence  to  show  that  the  votes  were  not 
cast.  If  the  committee  could  have  come  here  and 
proved  that,  out  of  five  hundred  voters,  one  hun- 
dred or  one  hundred  and  fifty  did  not  vote  on  that 
day,  then  there  would  be  some  evidence.  But  I 
do  not  see  that  the  committee  took  the  slightest 
pains  to  go  into  the  merits  of  the  question  at  all. 
On  the  contrary,  it  was  undoubtedly  true  that 
it  was  the  prevailing  opinion  that  there  had  been 
a  wrong  and  a  fraud.  That  seems  to  have  been 
the  prevailing  opinion  in  January,  and  the  com- 
mittee seem  to  have  gone  on  without  investigat- 
ing that  question.  It  seems  to  me  the  committee 
cannot  be  said  to  have  followed  the  instructions 
given  them  and  done  their  duty  in  this  report. 
As  I  say,  I  might  rest  here  and  claim  in  behalf  of 
the  precinct  officers  that  the  returns  are  correct, 
and  ought  to  be  counted,  ana  that  they  were  not 
responsible  for  the  missing  ballots.  But  X  shall 
not  tase  up  the  time  of  the  Council  with  a  further 
statement,  because  I  believe  that  there  was  gross 
fraud  in  that  precinct,  and  that  the  entire  vote  of 
the  precinct  ought  to  be  cast  out;  as  will  be  re- 
membered, there  was  a  number  of  baliots  found  a 
few  days  afterwards— if  I  remember  aright,  166— 
in  a  barrier's  shop.  It  is  in  evidence  that  forty- 
one  of  them  were"  scratched  in  a  peculiar  manner. 
They  carried  the  name  of  oniy  one  Councilman. 
And  yet  so  far  as  tne  evidence  goes,  it  would 
seem  that  all  those  ballots  were  once  iu  the  ballot 
box.  The  whole  166  looked  as  if  they  had  been 
cast.  On  the  other  hand  they  put  in  evidence  to 
show  that  if  the  ratio  were  continued  in  all  the 
other  ballots,  it  would  come  to  100  or  90  ballots 
cast  for  Mr.  Donnelly.  Now,  I  desire  to  ask  if  it 
is  possible  that  this  single  individual  would  get 
100  single  votes  and  the  others  be  scratched  off? 
Yet  we  have  not  a  single  bit  of  evidence  in  regard 
to  these  274  vores,  which  are  still  in  the  envelope 
in  charge  of  the  City  Clerk.  I  have  taken  the 
pains  to  inquire  of  the  City  Clerk  or  his  deputy, 
and  have  received  a  table  showing  the  votes  east 
in  the  ward.  I  contend  that  we  ought  to  have 
had  this  information  from  the  committee,  but 
we  have  n't  got  it,  and  I  will  have  to  argue  from 
the  facrs  shown  elsewhere.  According  to 
the  aldermanic  recount,  Mr.  Folan  received 
61,  Gomez  79.  As  these  two  figures  agree 
entirely  with  the  report  of  the  committee 
in  regard  to  those  two  candidates,  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  the  aldermanic  recount  in  Precinct 
3'  was  right.  The  other  candidates  received  votes 
as  follows:  Powers,  107;    Devlin,    98;    and   Moore 


48,  by  the  recount  of  the  Aldermen.  If  that  were 
so,  I  say  it  follows  conclusively  that  Mr.  DoDnelly 
must  have  received  a  large  number  of  ballots,  out 
of  that  274,  bearing  his  name  alone,  and  in  that 
case  we  should  not  hesitate  for  one  moment  to 
say  that  the  ballots  in  the  box  were  a  part  of  the 
fraudulent  scheme  to  count  in  one  man  and  count 
out  another.  Although  that  is  one  of  the  most 
essential  points,  it  is  one  upon  which  1  can  find 
no  information  from  the  report  of  this  committee. 
It  is  one  of  the  things  we  don't  know.  TTe  ought 
to  know  what  is  the  position  aud  character  of 
those  274  ballots,  and  whether  they  are  fraudulent 
ballots.  I  have  read  that  evidence  over 
and  over  again,  and  yet  I  fail  to 
find  it.  1  take  it  that  there  was  gross  fraud 
attempted,  that  they  undertook  to  do  too  much 
and  probably  got  frightened  by  persons  coining 
in  after  the  polls  were  closed,  and  instead  of 
being  a  well-conceived  plan  it  was  a  botch  from 
beginning  to  end.  They  hustled  in  what  ballots 
they  had,  and  yet  there  is  no  evidence  to  show 
that  one  of  those  ballots  was  good  aud  cast  by  an 
elector  in  that  ward.  I  now  wish  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Council  to  what  is  stated  in 
McCrary  in  regard  to  the  duty  ot  the  committee, 
and  how  far  they  should  go  in  regard  to  casting 
out  the  vote  of  that  precinct,  for  that  is  just  ex- 
actly what  their  report  comes  to.  They  come  m 
here  and  say  ir.  makes  no  difference  whether  you 
count — I  will  quote  their  exact  words  so  as  not 
to  do  them  injustice.  But  their  recommendation 
is  as  follows: 

"It  is  clear  from  the  above  exhibit  that,whether 
the  ballots  found  in  the  ballot-box  in  Precinct  3 
(which  were  counted  by  the  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen)  be  counted  or  rejected,  the 
petitioner  wouid  still  have  a  majority  over  Mr. 
Gomez  ot  26  votes,  if  the  ballots  are  counted,  and 
44  if  they  are  rejected.  It  was,  therefore,  un- 
necessary for  the  committee  to  consider,  in  the 
present  case,  whether  the  entire  poll  of  Precinct 
3  should  be  rejected  or  not." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  agree  with  tnat  in  one  re- 
spect, that  it  is  immaterial  whether  those  votes 
are  counted  or  not,  because  the  presumption  is 
that  the  entire  return  should  be  thrown  out.  I 
can  cite,  if  required,  a  statement  of  the  law  which 
is  very  strong,  in  that  respect,  that  wherever 
there  is  suspicion  of  fraud,  the  vote  of  the  pre- 
cinct should  be  thrown  out.  But  we  do  not  ad- 
vance at  all  by  coming  to  that  conclusion.  If  we 
drop  those  votes  because  they  are  tainted  with 
fraud,  we  have  no  evidence  whatever  in  regard  to 
the  way  the  voters  ot  Precinct  3  voted  for  Coun- 
cilmen;  and  I  wish  to  show  you  that,  after  all, 
that  is  the  most  essential  question  in  the  whole 
matter.  The  question  comes  in  regard  to  the  re- 
jection of  the  entire  poll  of  an  election  division, 
and,  as  I  have  already  stated,  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Election  Commitree  to  make  an  investigation, 
and  wherever  the  return  itself  was  rejected,  the 
ballots  were  to  be  out  of  the  question.  It 
was  their  duty  to  have  sent  around  and 
summoned  before  them  the  various  voters  of  the 
ward,  in  order  to  find  out  how  they  voted,  if  pos- 
sible, and  if  that  was  decided  to  be  impossible,  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  have  rejected 
the  entire  poll.  The  question  then  comes  as  to 
what  is  to'  be  the  result  of  such  throwing  out. 
It  is  laid  down  here  that  wherever  the  vote  of 
one  precinct  out  of  several  is  thrown  out,  that  a 
new  election  must  be  ordered,  whenever  the 
omission  of  the  vote  of  a  precinct  might  alter 
the  result  of  the  election.  And  here,  again,  I 
wish  you  would  notice  the  figures  which  are  not 
in  the  report,  but  which  I  have  taken  from  the 
returns  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Clerk.  Aud  this 
is  a  very  important  matter.  If  you  cast  out  the 
Third  Precinct,  entirely  on  the  ground  that  you 
cannot  find  out  how  the  vote  was  taken— 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  should  like  to  ask 
what  return  the  gentleman  refers  to  when  he 
speaks  of  the  return  of  the  City  Clerk  ? 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  paper  I  hold  here,  the  one 
given  to  me  by  the  City  Clerk  containing  the  ab- 
stracts from  his  books  of  the  return  made  by  the 
ward  officers  and  by  the  first  committee  who  re- 
counted. 

The  statement  referred  to  by  Mr.  Whitmore  is 
as  follows,  the  last  column  being  supplied  by 
him: 
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12  3  4  5::;; 

„      ..                 (W  179  191  168  216  193  953    785 

Devlin >R  588  201  98  201  197  885 

*>«    o   „              (W  172  213  179  187  170  921     742 

rowers )R  176  209  107  182  175  849 

(W  218  302  94  90  133  S4S    747 

*olan IR  109  391  61  94  125  770 

t  W  150  184  130  192  181  837    707 

Gomez \R  160  200  79  180  177  7b6 

^          „            (W  14M  225  241  99  103  817     676 

Donnelly {R  U1  2.20  145  80  98  6g4 

„                        (W  163  211  88  96  88  646    583 

Moore (R  161  206  48  82  91  578 

f  W  32  30  66  OS  73  207    201 

Lincoln IR  32  31  39  65  75  242 

„          .                (W  20  28  60  60  64  247     181 

Knowles -!R  29  29  38  58  76  230 

„,    mh„.„        (W      18       26       66      51      56    217    151 
Blumberg....|R      18      2B      35      so      oi    m 

Mr.  Whitmore's  lime  having  expired,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Wharton,  the  rule  was  suspended  and 
his  time  extended. 

Mr.  Whitniore— I  am  obliged  to  the  Council  and 
to  the  gentleman  who  made  tne  motion.  I  will 
endeavor  to  be  brief  in  what  I  have  to  say  It 
will  be  seen,  as  I  was  about  to  argue,  that  the  ex- 
treme aifference  between  Mr.  Devlin  and  Mr. 
Moore  is  230  votes;  in  other  words,  that  out  of  six 
candidates  voted  for,  the  difference  between  the 
highest  and  •  lowest  was  only  230  votes.  Be- 
tween two  of  them  it  was  a  matter  of 
25  votes,  or  something  like  that.  Now, 
sir,  it  is  not  disputed  that  Precinct  3  on  that  day 
undoubtedly  cast  400  Democratic  votes.  As  near 
as  we  can  rind  out,  the  records  show  nearly  450 
votes  checked  on  the  list.  Some  66  Republican 
votes  were  cast,  and  there  must  have  been 
nearly  400  Democratic  votes.  Now,  sir, 
it  is  evident  also  that  it  depends  upon  the  way  in 
which  those  votes  were  cast,  as  to  which  three  of 
those  six  gentlemen  were  elected.  Therefore  1 
claim  that  the  evidence  which  1  nowpresent  tends 
to  this  result,  the  law  being,  as  I  have  shown,  to 
the  same  effect,  that  whenever  you  undertake  to 
throw  out  the  vote  of  Precinct  3 — and  I  believe 
you  ought  to  do  it;  I  believe  it  was  so  tainted  by 
fraud,  although  the  evidence  brought  in  by  the 
committee  has  not  shown  it  to  be,  but  I  do  believe 
myself  that  the  returns  were  so  tainted  with 
fraud  that  it  is  impossible  to  accept  them,  that  so 
many  ballots  are  missing  and  the  proof  against 
those  that  remain  is  so  strong,  that  they  ought  to 
be  rejected  and,  conseq  lently,  you  have  do  con- 
clusion to  arrive  at  except  that  the  whole  vote  of 
the  precinct  should  be  thrown  out  :but  in  that 
case  it  would  be  unwi-e,  and  if  a  positive  law 
existed  it  would  be  a  violation  of  it,  and  in  a  mat- 
ter of  this  kind  would  be  unfair  and  improper  to 
count  those  tour  precincts  alone  and  allow  them 
to  determine  who  should  represent  the  five  pre- 
cincts. As  I  have  stated,  the  difference  between 
these  six  candidates  is  greatly  less  than  the 
Democratic  vote  cast  in  that  precinct.  There- 
fore the  conclusion  to  which  we  must  arrive  is 
that  it  we  undertake  to  throw  out  the  vote  o'  the 
Third  Precinct,  we  must  also  declare  th-  seats  of 
all  three  of  the  memliers  from  that  ward  vacant, 
and  order  a  new  election  for  Councilmen  from 
that  ward.  I  can  see  no  escape  from  that  con- 
clusion It  happened  very  curiously  that  this 
brings  up  one  of  the  great  defects  in  the  law 
which  has  nor  been  noticed  before,  and  for  which 
there  is  a  simple  remedy.  It  is  evident,  as  in 
this  case,  that  where  the  whole  returns 
of  a  certain  precinct  is  evideinly  fraudu- 
lent, the  simple  remedy  would  be  to 
order  a  new  election  in  that  precinct,  for  which, 
so  far  as  I  can  find  out,  th>-re  is  no  such  provision 
on  the  statute  book,  which  is  very  strange;  be- 
cause, lor  example,  before  the  precinct  system 
was  established  the  Aldermen  were  eli-Cted  by 
wards.  Suppling  it  had  happened  that  the  re- 
turn of  one  ward  was  thrown  out,  there  is  no 
remedy  apparently  except  to  have  a  new  elec- 
tion for  the  whole  city.  It  shows  how  well  our 
elections  are  usually  conducted  that  this  matter 
has  not  arisen  before.  I  think  the  matter  would 
come  up  in  regard  to  the  election  of  sei.ators  and 
representatives,  and  it  is  a  conceivable  case  that 
where  one  district  or  town  were  united  to  elect 
one  officer,  there  might  he  such  a  percentage  of 


the  whole  as  would  affect  the  result,  and  itseeems 
to  me,  according  to  common  sense  and  McCrary, 
the  remedy  is  to  have  a  new  election  in  that 
precinct  or  in  the  whole  district.  I  made  a  mo- 
tion at  the  last  meeting  for  a  petition  to  be 
sent  to  the  Legislature  asking  tor  a  remedy  for 
this  defect.  It  seems  to  me  we  ought  now  to  pe- 
tition for  a  change  in  the  law,  so  that,  whenever 
a  member  of  the  Council  is  elected  from  more 
than  one  precinct,  if  the  vote  of  one  of  them  is 
thrown  out,  we  can  immediately  proceed  with  a 
new  »nd  legal  election  in  that  precinct  and  find 
out  how  the  people  there  intended  to  vote,  and 
then  the  returns  of  that  new  election  would  be 
added  to  the  returns  from  the  other  precincts  ir 
the  ward.  There  is  but  one  other  conclusion  I 
have  to  draw,  and  that  is  this:  It  is  perfectly  evi- 
dent there  is  a  defect  in  the  law  in  not  providing 
some  penalty  for  the  resignation  of  persons  cho- 
sen to  fill  the  position  ot  precinct  officers.  It 
appears  in  Precinct  3  that  there  was  not  one  per- 
son continuing  in  office  who  had  been  elected  by 
the  citizens  at  any  public  meeting.  The  clerk 
had  lesigned  on  account  of  being  a  candidate  for 
office,  and  the  Clerk,  Warden  ana  one  Inspector 
were  elected  on  the  morning  of  election.  From  the 
fact  that  a  few  men  present  at  a  meeting  enabled 
them  to  put  in  these  men,  who  were  thus  enabled 
to  override  the  wishes  of  many  of  the  voters  in 
the  precinct,  and  might  put  the  expense  upon 
the  cicy  of  having  a  new  election  throughout  the 
whole  ward,  it  seems  to  me  we  ought  to  make  a 
request  that  when  any  person  who  is  appointed 
Clerk,  Warden  or  Inspector  shall  be  obliged  to 
serve  on  election  day  under  a  penalty  of  $100  for 
neglect,  except  in  case  of  bodily  injury.  It  was 
evidently  a  pre-arranged  plan  on  this  occasion 
that  the  Clerk,  Warden  and  Inspector  were  going 
to  be  missing,  and  that  the  persons  there  at  the 
opening  of  the  polls  were  to  be  put  in.  I  agree 
with  everything  said  by  this  committee  as  to  tha 
position  in  which  we  are  placed  by  the  persons 
elected  to  fill  those  positions  and  neglecting  to  do 
so.  It  seems  to  me  we  ought  not  to  rest  there,  that 
we  ought  to  appeal  to  the  Legislature  tor  a  remedy. 
If  a  man  can  be  drawn  upou  the  jury  and  compelled 
to  serve,  it  is  certainly  fair  and  proper  that  when 
a  man  allows  his  name  to  be  used  for  one  of  the 
precinct  offices  and  refuses  or  neglects  to  dis- 
charge his  duties,  the  voters  should  not  he  made 
responsible  for  his  neglect.  In  this  case  the 
voters  were  not  properly  responsible  for  the  do- 
ings which  took  place.  In  conclusion,  I  have 
only  to  say,  as  I  did  in  the  commencement,  that 
I  regret  very  much  that  all  these  facts  were 
not  brought  out  by  the  committee.  1  hsyenot 
inflicted  upon  the  Council  numerous  citations  I 
might  have  made  on  the  subject,  for  I  believed 
there  was  no  necessity  for  it.  I  believe  the  com- 
mittee will  acknowledge  that  the  case  is  stated 
over  and  over  again,  tnat  it  is  the  cus- 
tom in  other  places,  where  there  is  any 
defect  in  the  returns,  to  go  on  and  take  evi- 
dence. It  could  have  been  done  in  this  case 
without  difficulty,  because  in  the  report  of  the 
special  committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  it 
appears  that  Mr.  Charles  Albert  Prince,  having 
some  doubt  as  to  how  the  result  might  turn  in  a 
case  In  which  he  was  interested,  sent  persons 
over  to  Precinct,  3  to  get  information  as  to  how 
the  ciiizens  voted.  Whether  you  accent  that  re- 
sult or  not,  I  think  ir,  will  be  conceded  that  there 
is  no  impossibility  in  arriving  at  how  the  voters 
in  that  precinct  voted.  It  Mr.  Prince  found  it  so 
easy,  the  committee  might  have  brought  us  in 
some  evidence  from  three  or  four  hundred  per- 
sons showing  how  they  voted  on  that  day.  lam 
very  sorry  they  did  not  take  the  view  of  the  sub- 
ject that  would  have  led  them  to  do  so.  Then  it 
all  comes  back  to  this  point,  that  if  you  declare 
Mr.  Folan  elected  you  allow  four  precincts  to 
choose  a  representative  for  five  precincts.  I 
think  it  is  beyond  dispute,  and  I  can  vt-rify  it 
by  quotations  from  this  volume,  that  wherever 
the  result  is  presumably  to  be  affected  by  the  vote 
of  any  missing  precinct,  the  remedy  is  not  by 
counting  tho  votes  in  the  four  precincts,  nut  by 
ordering  a  new  election  in  the  precinct  where  the 
vote  would  bn  affrcterl.  I  take  it  that  that  is  the 
fact  in  this  case.  The  missing  precinct,  where 
there  are  some  400  Democratic  votes,  is  altogether 
too  important  a  factor  to  belrftout.  Therefore, 
instead  of  accepting  the  report  and  seating  Mr. 
Folan,  ir,  seems  to  me  the  most  logical  conclusion 
is  that  if  we  do  anything  at  all,  we  shall  have  to 
order  a  new  election  for  the  three  Councilmen 
from  that  ward.  On  the  other  hand,  I  would  sug- 
gest that  instead  ot  takiug  any  action  on  the  mat- 
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ter  at  this  time,  we  (should  lay  the  report  upon  the 
table,  send  a  petition  to  the  Legislature,  and  see 
if  we  cannot  oDtain  power  to  order  a  special 
election  in  Precinct  3  only.  In  tnat  case  we  could 
arrive  at  a  result  more  satisfactory  than  it  would 
be  by  ordering  an  election  throughout  the  whole 
ward.  And  the  motion  I  make  is  that  the  report 
of  the  committee  be  laid  upon  the  table,  that  the 
order  assigned  for  8.05  this  evening  be  taken  up 
and  considered,  and,  if  passed,  I  think  we  will 
have  a  remedy  which  will  be  effectual  and  easy. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  11—1  do  not  propose  to  fol- 
low the  gentleman  in  his  remarks,  as  there  are 
others  who  will  answer  certain  points,  but  he  re- 
fers to  one  considerable  matter  in  his  very  inter- 
esting lecture  upon  the  general  election  laws. 

The  President— Discussion  of  the  main  question 
is  not  in  order,  the  question  being  upou  laying 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  understand  there  is  no  necessity 
for  laying  it  upon  the  table,  because  I  believe  the 
grounds  whicn  he  takes  are  not  tenable.  The 
committee  did  not  point  out  in  words,  but  their 
report  includes, a  very  interesting  table  of  figures, 
whicn  shows  that  it  was  unnecessary  for  the  gen- 
tleman to  refer  to  the  document  from  the  City 
Clerk's  office,  and  the  probabilities  in  the  case,  in 
order  to  find  out  whether  the  ward  returns  showed 
whether  any  one  was  elected.  The  table  given  on 
the  second  page  of  Document  54  shows  the  vote 
in  detail  for  the  two  Councilmen  in  question,  in 
each  of  the  precincts,  and  taking  the  ward  re- 
turns tor  the  other  four  precincts,  it  gives  Folan 
749  and  Gomez  707,  a  clear  majority  tor  Folan. 
Taking  the  recount  of  the  Committee  on  Elections 
in  the  same  four  precincts,  leaving  out  Precinct  3 
in  question,  it  gives  739  for  Folan  and  695  for 
Gomez,  showing  in  both  instances  that  the  result 
was  the  same.  The  committee  point  out  in 
their  report  that  the  vote  would  stand  in  favor  of 
the  same  candidates,  whether  the  ballots  found  in 
the  ballot  box  of  Precinct  3  were  counted  or  re- 
jected. I  point  this  out  as  an  additional  fact  to 
show  that  if  the  whole  of  Precinct  3  were  thrown 
out  the  result  would  be  the  same  way.  I  have  not 
taken  the  figures  from  the  table  relating  to  the 
recount  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  besause  that 
recount  has  been  impeached  to  such  a  degree  that 
I  think  no  one  would  care  to  discuss  it.  I  simply 
wanted  to  point  that  out  as  one  reason  why  there 
is  no  necessity  tor  laying  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Lauten  sent  an  order  to  the  Chair,  which  he 
proposed  to  offer  as  a  substitute,  but  the  Presi- 
dent said  it  would  properly  come  in  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  resolve  attached  to  the  report. 

Mr.  Whitinore — I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Council.  I  simply  wish  to  read  section 
425  of  McCrary  on  Elections: 

,  "In  saying  that  upon  sufficient  proof  of  vio- 
lence and  intimidation  an  election  may  be  set 
aside,  we  mean,  of  courses  that  the  particular 
poll,  or  polls,  where  such  violence  occurs  shall  be 
thrown  out  of  the  count.  Whether  in  a  case 
where  a  number  of  counties  or  precincts  vote  for 
the  same  officer,  and  a  portion  of  them  are  re- 
jected for  this  cause,  the  entire  election  is  to  be 
held  void  is  otten  a  question  of  difficulty.  It  is 
very  clear  that  if .  the  violence  has  prevented  a 
large  proportion  of  the  electors  in  the  whole 
district  from  participating  the  election  is  void, 
and  it  is  also  clear  that  if  only  a  small  part 
of  the  district  was  disturbed  by  it,  so  that 
the  great  body  of  the  electors  have  had  a 
fair  opportunity  to  vote,  then  the  election 
must  stand,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  but 
for  the  violence  the  result  would  have  been 
different.  The  difficulty  arises  iu  cases  where 
the  infected  part  of  the  distrct  is  not  so  large 
as  to  make  it  clear  th%t  the  election  is  not  void. 
Eichcase  of  this  character  must  be  determined 
by  the  circumstances  surrounding  it,  and  witn  a 
view  to  promote  the  ends  of  justice.  Much  will, 
of  course,  depend  on  the  relative  vote  ot  the  sev- 
eral candidates  outside  the  infected  districts; 
because  if  any  one  has  a  very  large  majority  in 
the  peaceable  localities,  and  the  vote  of  the  in- 
fected precincts  is  not  lrirge,  there  will  be  less 
probability  that  the  result  has  been  achieved  be- 
cause of  the  violence;  while,  on  the  other  hand, 
if  the  vote  ot  the  peaceable  precincts  is  very 
close,  the  rejection  of  a  small  district  for  violence 
might  be  regarded  as  fatal  to  the  election.  Io  a 
word,  if  it  is  apparent  that  to  accept  ths  result, 
as  shown  by  the  peaceable  precincts,  would  be  to 
allow  the  minority  to  choose  the  officer,  then  the 
election  is  to  be  held  void." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  by  merely  substituting  the 
word   "fraud"  for  "violence   and  intimidation/' 


we  nave  what  I  claim  is  exactly  the  case 
which  took  place  in  Ward  13,  Precinct  3.  I  have 
shown  by  the  figures  presented  from  the  City 
Clerk's  office  that  the  vote  in  the  four  precincts 
is  not  so  overwhelmingly  great  in  favor  of  either 
of  the  four  persons  but  what  the  vote  of  the  miss- 
ing precinct  affects  the  result.  If  you  are  going 
to  deal  with  it  at  all,  you  must  not  be  content  to 
take  the  vote  of  the  tour  precincts,  but  you  must 
have  a  new  election  for  all  the  officers,  so  far  as 
we  are  concerned.  I  meant  to  have  read  this  be- 
fore, because  it  seemed  to  put  the  case  in  the 
clearest  light.  That  will  explain  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  21  the  possible  missing  link, 
and  show  that  those  tables  were  of  use.  I  cited 
them  for  a  different  purpose,  and  meant 
to  say  that  the  tables  in  document  54 
were  of  no  value  because  they  did  not  give  us  the 
information  we  wanted,  and  I  had  to  show  from 
the  City  Clerk's  figures  that  the  vote  in  the  four 
precincts  was  so  close  that  it  might  in  all  proba- 
bility affect  the  result  of  the  election. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16,  the 
main  question  was  ordered. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted. 

The  question  then  came  upon  ordering  to  a  sec- 
ond reading  the  resolve  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee, as  follows: 

Whereas,  It  appears,  from  an  inspection  of  the 
ballots  cast  at  the  last  municipal  election  in 
Ward  13,  that  Martin  T.  Folan  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Common  Council,  instead  of  Jo- 
seph B.  Gomez,  who  received  a  certificate  of  elec- 
tion, 

Resolved,  That  Martin  T.  Folan  is  entitled  to 
the  seat  at  this  Board  now  occupied  by  Joseph  B. 
Gomez. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  moved  to  substitute  the 
following: 

Resolved,  That  Joseph  B.  Gomez,  the  sitting 
member  of  the  Common  Council  from  Ward  13,  be 
and  he  hereby  is  declared  entitled  to  his  seat  at 
this  Board. 

The  question  was  upon  substitution. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  has  made  a  very  ingenious  argument  in 
his  view  of  the  question,  but  I  cannot  see  that 
this  case  calls  for  any  such  ingenuity.  The  ques- 
tion is  a  remarkably  simple  one.  It  is,  simply, 
Who  was  elected  in  Ward  13,  the  petitioner  or 
the  incumbent  ?  Now,  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  has  at  some  length  gone  into  the 
evidence  which  was  presented  before  the  joint 
committee  of  the  City  Council  and  has  con- 
siderably criticised  the  failure  of  the  commit- 
tee to  receive  certain  other  evidence.  But,  Mr. 
President,  it  seems  to  me  it  is  utterly  useless 
to  go  into  that  question.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  when  the  report  from  the 
joint  committee  was  presented  to  this  Council, 
had  stated  the  arguments  he  now  states,  and 
gone  into  the  evidence  he  now  goes  into,  there 
might  have  been  some  reason  for  it.  But  the 
facts  presented  by  that  committee  have  very  lit- 
tle bearing  on  this  question.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  has  said  that  the  conclusion  of  the 
joint  committee  from  the  facts  which  were 
in  evidence  before  tbem  was  that  the  whole 
poll  ot  Precinct  3  should  he  thrown  out.  I 
think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  must  have 
read  that  "report  with  great  negligence,  or  he 
would  have  perceived  tnat  the  statement  in  that 
report  was  that  the  possibility  of  the  poll  being 
rejected  was  one  of  the  results  which  might  follow 
from  such  incompetence  and  negligence  on  the 
part  of  precinct  officers  as  appeared  to  have 
existed  in  that  case.  If  he"  had  read  that 
report  carefully  he  would  have  seen  that  the 
committee  made  no  recommendations  what- 
ever. The  committee  were  very  careful  not 
to  make  any  recommendations,  because  they 
thought  any  recommendations  were  uncalled 
for  and  unnecessary.  They  were  directed  to 
examine  into  the  conduct  of  the  election. 
They  did  so ;  they  took  all  the  evidence  presented 
to  them;  every  gentleman  here  has  the  return  of 
the  ward  officers  and  the  recount  of  the  Aldermen 
before  him.  They  are  public  property.  We 
took  all  the  evidence  presented  to  the  com- 
mittee and  reported  it  to  the  City  Council. 
We  stated  that  the  officers  were  incompe- 
tent and  negligent,  and  furthermore,  that  one 
of  the  results  of  that  negligence  might  be  that 
the  whole  poll  of  Precinct  3  of  Ward  13  could  be 
thrown  out.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  ask  the  Coun- 
cil to  look  at  that  statement  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  and  see  that  it  is  uot  true,  and  if 
they  want  proof  that  it  is  not  true,  let  them   look 
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at  the  report  of  the  committee.  But  the  question 
presented  to  the  Committee  on  Elections  on  the 
part  of  the  Common  Council  was  as  to  who  was 
elected  from  Ward  13  to  the  seat  now  occupied  by 
Mr.  Gomez.  That  case  being  before  the 
Committee  the  question  first  came  up  as 
to  whether  they  should  accept  the  recount  of  the 
Board  of  Aldeimeo,  the  result  of  which  would 
be  to  give  the  seat  to  Mr.  Gomez.  That  was  the 
first  question  which  presented  itself  to  the  com- 
mittee. Now,  sir,  in  view  of  all  the  facts  that 
have  taken  place  in  regard  to  that  recount,  in  re- 
gard to  the  want  of  unanimity,  to  say  the  least, 
on  the  part  of  the  present  Board  of  Aldermen,  in 
sustaining  that  recount,  it  seemed  to  the  com- 
mittee that  they  would  be  trifling  with  this  case 
if  they  did  not  "count  the  votes  for  Councilman 
themselves.  That  they  did,  and  they  have  pre- 
sented in  their  report  the  results  so  that  the  Coun- 
cil may  see  for  themselves  exactly  what  they  are. 
I  want  to  state  before  I  go  further  that 
when  it  was  decided  the  recount  ot  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  of  1880  should  not  be  accepted  as 
the  true  return,  the  question  arose  whether 
the  committee  could  find  out  from  extrane- 
ous evidence  what  the  result  of  the  elec- 
tion in  the  ward  was.  The  result  was  perfectly 
clear  as  to  the  votes  in  Precincts  1,  2,  4  and  5;  the 
only  question  was  as  to  the  vote  in  Precinct  3. 
Now,  the  committee  in  determining  this  question. 
took  the  evidence  taken  by  the  joint  committee 
into  consideration  and  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  determine  by 
extraneous  evidence  what  the  vote  cast  in  Precinct 
3  was,  any  further  than  the  ballots  found  in  the 
ballot  box  showed.  Of  course,  whatever  ballots 
were  foilnd  in  the  box  should  be  counted, 
unless  it  is  determined  to  reject  that  precinct  alto- 
gether. The  question  is,  can  we  find  but  by  extra- 
neous evidence  whether  any  other  votes  were  cast, 
and  if  so,  for  whom  they  were  cast?  Now,  sir, 
th-*  committee  were  left  in  uncertainty  as  to 
whether  any  other  votes  were  cast.  The  only 
evidence  as  to  whether  any  otner  votes  were 
cast  was  the  fact  that  ballots  were  found 
in  a  bnber's  shop  which  looked  as  if  they 
had  been  in  the  ballot  box.  Now,  sir,  I  ask 
the  Council  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  32 
especially,  would  he  have  us  go  into  bar- 
ber shops  and  liquor  saloons  to  find  those  ballots 
and  count  them  ?  It  seems  to  me  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  argue  that  point  further.  The  mere  state- 
ment of  it  is  an  absurdity.  It  seems  to  me  the 
statement  ol  the  gentleman  is  an  indignity  to 
this  body.  I  ask  whether  the  committee  should 
go  from  house  to  house,  from  liquor  saloon  to 
liquor  saloon, and  from  barbershop  to  barber  shop, 
and  collect  what  ballots  they  could  And  there  und 
count  tbem  for  representatives  to  this  body?  I 
say  that  is  not  a  bit  too  strong  a  statement  of  what 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  asks  us  to  do. 
I  say  it  is  iu  bare  words  exactly  what  he 
asks  us  to  do.  Now,  sir,  I  will  leave  that 
point.  The  committee  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  they  could  at  least  only  count  those  ballots 
in  Precinct  3  found  in  the  ballot  box. 
The  committee  then  proceeded  to  count 
the  votes,  and,  as  I  have  said,  they  found 
the  result  as  presented  in  this  report.  They 
found  the  comparisons  with  other  counts  exactly 
as  they  are  stated  to  be.  Then,  Mr.  President,  a 
serious  question  presented  itself,  whether  the 
committee  should  reject  the  whole  poll  from 
Precinct  3.  That  might  have  been  a  very  difficult 
question  to  determine,  but  we  were  saved  all 
anxiety  on  that  score,  and  were  not  obliged  to 
pas6  upon  it  at  all.  The  minute  the  committee 
decided  that  the  only  ballots  to  be  counted  were 
ound  in  the  box,  and  when  they  found  that 
ites  did  not  alter  the  result  in  any  way 
whatever,  I  say  that  it  became  unnecessary  to 
determine  whether  or  not  they  should  reject  that 
poll. 

I.et  me  read  one  section  of  the  report  of  the 
committee: 

"It  is  clear  from  theaboveexhibitthat,  whether 
the  ballots  found  iu  the  ballot  box  in  Precinct  3 
(which  were  counted  by  the  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen)  be  counted  or  rejected,  the 
petitioner  would  still  have  a  majority  over  Mr. 
Gomez  of  twenty-six  votes,  it  the  ballots  are 
counted,  and  of  forty-four  if  they  are  rejected. 
It  was  therefore  unnecessary  for"  the  committee 
to  consider,  in  the  present  case,  whether  the  en- 
tire poll  of  Precinct  3  should  be   rejected  or  not." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  that  seems  to  be  the  sim- 
plest statement  that  can  be  made.  I  do  not  see 
how  a  committee   sent   by  this  body  to   look  into 


this  question  could  come  to  any  other  conclusion 
under  these  oircuumstances  except  the  one  that 
this  committee  have  come  to.  There  were  some 
difficult  questions  of  law  which  arose  preliminary 
to  the  counting,  and  I  submit  that  the  committee 
have  decided  those  questions  rightly.  Now  there 
is  one  more  question  which  has  not  been  ad- 
vanced by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  but 
which  the  committee  have  taken  care  to  meet  in 
their  report,  and  it  is  covered  by  the  last  para- 
graph. It  might  be  said— supposing  the  whole 
poll  of  Precinct  3  be  not  thrown  out,  and  the 
oallots  found  in  the  ballot-box  be  counted— that 
there  is  evidence  before  the  commiitee  whieh 
might  lead  them  to  suppose  that  all  the  votes 
cast  in  that  election  in  Precinct  3  did  not 
appear  in  the  ballot  box.  It  is  also  well 
kuoivu  that  the  failure  of  those  ballots  to 
appear  was  owing  to  the  incompetencv  of 
™8  I'^'nct  officers.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  has  dwelt  at  some  length  upon  the  fact 
that  the  joiut  committee  found  fraud  in  the  con- 
duct of  tue  election.  They  found  no  fraud  1  do 
not  think  that  tnis  is  material  here  except  as  to 
a  statement  or  what  the  joint  committee  aid  find- 
but  leaving  that  and  coming  back  to  what  I  was' 
saying,  the  committee  thought  that  there  were  a 
certain  number  of  people  disfranchised  in  Pre- 
cinct 3;  that  there  were  more  votes  cast  than 
appeared  in  the  ballot  box  of  that  precinct,  and 
that  those  people  who  cast  those  votes  which 
did  not  appear  were  disfranchised.  Now  the 
question  arose  whether  the  committee  should 
lecommeud  that  the  election  in  toe  ward  be  de- 
clared void  simply  because  those  people  were  dis- 
franchised iu  tliat  precinct.  The  law  is  quite 
clear  that  an  election  shall  not  ordinarily  h»  de- 
clared void  unless  it  appear  satisfactorily 
that  a  majority  or  the  greater  part  of 
the  people  in  the  voting  precinct  did  not 
have  a  chance  to  assert  their  choice  That 
is  a  fair  statement  of  the  law  which  I  think 
every  lawyer  in  tnis  Council  will  approve  How 
does  it  stand  in  this  case?  We  found  four  pre- 
cincts about  which  there  is  no  question-  tiiat 
four-fifths  oi  the  people  in  that  waid  did  expiets 
their  option  did  have  a  chance  to  exercise  'their 
franchise,  there  is  no  question.  Moreover 
there  were  274  people  'in  Precinct  3  who 
did  exercise  their  l.auchise  and  manifest  their 
Choice,  and  it  seemed  to  the  committee  that  it 
would  be  wrong  to  incur  the  expense  of  a  new 
election,  and  have  tne  city  undergo  the  disturb 
ance  attendant  upon  an  election,  dimply  because 
about  2oi  people  m  one  precinct  had  been  disfran- 
chised.when  all  the  rest  of  the  people  in  the  ward 
had  sent  their  representatives  to  this  Council  and 
bad  gone  quietly  back  to  their  work  with  the  be 
net  mat  they  were  done  with  the  eleeHou  tor  that 
year.  Now  1  say  that,  although  two  hundred  and 
ntty  people  may  have  some  rights  in  tue  eyes  of 
this  community,  yet  I  think  that  over  lour-flfths 
ot  the  people  in  the  whole  ward  have  greater 
rights  Therefore  the  committee  did  not  fhfnk  a 
new  election  should  be  ordered  simply  because 
somewhere  about  230  people  had  been  disfran- 
chised through  the  negligence  of  the  officers 
whom  they  themselves  had  helped  to  choose  I  do 
not  know  thai,  it  is  necessary  to  sav  -invVni™ 
more,  Mr.  President.  I  think  nrohahi,?  ?  *  °S 
kept,  the  Council  long  enou  bur  rhJ  L  "ave 
of  the  gentleman  tr'om  "Va.-d'T!  reoubld"'  that 
sonietn.ug  should  be  said  by  the  chair  ,  an  of  rbe 
Committee  on  Elections.  I  hone  I  haVo  t  J 
his  objections  satisfactorily  C™  »f  *,  re(l 
which  have  been  carefully L&b  'Rb 
mir-tee  and  thrown  aside,  not  hurriedly,  but  Sw 
most  careful  and  thoughtful  consideration  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  stated  that  i! 
thinks  the  election  iaws  should b ,  different 
do  not  know  whether  I  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  or  not  upon  this  question  I Tnlv 
know  that  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  this  Cas* 
The  law  is  as  we  find  it,  and  we  must  take  it  aa  it 
,s.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  I  thought  had 
in  his  argument  felt  its  weakness,  and  that  he 
must  have  thought  to  himself  that  his  aroumen! 
was  not  a  very  strong  one.  but  vet  as  strong  as 
could  be  made  under  existing  laws,  ana  thai  i*n 
order  to  cover  the  weakness  or  „i3  argument  lie 
would  fa  1  back  upon  a  demand  for  a  chanee 
in  the  election  laws.  I  nope  the  snl«HtV,?» 
will  not  pass,  but  that  the  orter  offered  by  "he 
committee  will  be  adopted.  oi.eieu  oy  tue 

Mr.Bigelowof  Ward  25-1  should  like  to  ask 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  one  question, 
Who  was  the  sub-committee  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  that  made  the  first  recount' 
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Mr.  Wharton — I  am  not  quite  sure  who  the 
committee  were  composed  of,  but  1  think  they 
were  Aldermen  Woolley,  Flynn,  Walbridge, 
Thorndike — the  others  1  cannot  remember.  Some 
gentleman  prompts  me  to  say  Alderman  Viles.  I 
believe  the  other  member  was  Alderman  Slade. 

Mr.  Bigelow— As  we  have  heard  the  arguments 
on  two  sides,  I  think  it.  is  about  time  we  should 
have  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Wbitmore  opposed  the  ordering  of  the 
main  question,  desiring  to  reply,  and  Mr.  Whar- 
ton hoped  he  would  have  a  chance. 

The  Council  refused  to  order  the  main  question. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  will  endeavor  not  to  impose 
upon  the  Council.  The  chairman  ol  the  Commit- 
tee on  Elections 'ook  some  pains  to  endeavor  to 
show  that  I  had  said  the  only  way  to  ascertain 
the  vote  of  the  ward,  after  giving  up  the  returns 
of  the  bailots,  was  by  going  into  barber  shops 
and  grogeiies.  It  only  shows  that  the  gentlemau 
has  not  read,  as  he  should  have  done,  the  only  au- 
thority on  election  laws.  I  wish  to  call  his  atten- 
tion to  section  439  of  McCrary.  I  want  him  to 
understand  that  I  am  giving  the  quotations  and 
he  may  use  them: 

"Where  the  return  showed  that  George  W.  Ju- 
lian had  received,  at  a  given  precinct,  only  143 
votes,  parol  proof  was  admitted  to  prove  that  the 
return  was  false,  and  that,  in  fact,  he  had  re- 
ceived a  larger  number  of  votes  than  said  return 
allowed  him.  In  this  case  170  legal  voters  of  the 
precinct  were  called,  and  were  permitted  to  testi- 
fy that  they  had  each  voted  for  Mr.  Julian." 

I  did  not  suppose  that  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee would  condescend  to  such  a  piece  of  clap- 
trap as  to  say  that  I  argued  in  favor  of  going 
around  among  barber  shops  and  grogeries  to  find 
ballots.  All  I  proposed  was  that  In  this  case  the 
committee  should  call  upon  the  voters  in  the  ward 
to  come  in  and  testify  as  to  how  they  voted.  That 
is  what  I  expected,  and  that  is  what  is  done  in 
every  case.  In  regard  to  the  other  argument,  he 
has  not  made  a  single  point  which  answers  the 
quotations  I  have  read  from  the  law.  He  has 
gone  into  an  elaborate  statement  to  show  that 
of  which  I  charged  him  in  the  iirst  place — that  the 
committee  took  the  prevailing  view  at  the  time. 
They  took  such  trouole  to  find  out  the  law  that 
they  never  went  into  the  tacts.  The  chairman 
has  not  undertaken  to  meet  the  view  of  McCrary 
that  wherever  the  re>ult  of  the  missing  pre- 
cinct would  affect  the  result  of  the  other 
four  there  should  be  a  new  election.  That  is  a 
statement  of  the  law  made  by  an  expert,  and  why 
J  challenge  the  facts  is  this:  They  did  not  give  us 
the  facts,  and  I  had  to  go  to  the  City  Clerk's  office 
to  get  them  in  order  to  show  the  true  state  of 
affair?,  and  that  the  difference  between  Mr.  Go- 
mez and  Mr  Folan  was  so  slight,  that  with  400 
Democratic  votes  to  be  accounted  for  in  Precinct 
3,  it  is  evident  tbat  the  majority  in  the  other  four 
precincts  might  easily  nave  been  overcome  in 
Precinct  3.  Beyond  that  the  gentleman  has  in- 
geniously dodged  the  evidence  in  regard  to  those 
ballots  which  they  undertook  to  count.  I  have 
given  a  citation  of  the  law  which  says  that  where 
the  vote  of  a  precinct  is  thrown  out,  and  where 
fraud  is  evident,  it  must  be  disregarded.  With 
that  statement  ot  the  law  before  them,  the  com- 
mittee have  never  undertaken  to  verify  those  273 
ballots.  There  was  no  evidence  that  the 
273  were  cast  at  all.  They  were  found  in  the 
envelope,  but  the  men  who  sealed  that  envelope 
swear  they  put  in  539  votes.  There  is  no  evidence 
to  prove  that  they  were  any  part  of  what  was  de- 
posited by  the  clerk  and  warden  in  the  ballot  box 
and  sent  to  City  Hall.  With  the  exception  of  one 
case,  in  which  a  man  undertook  to  identify  a  bal- 
lot by  a  pa-ter  upon  it,  there  is  no  evidence  to 
show  that  those  274  ballots  were  genuine.  Be- 
sides, the  committee  did  not  put  in  any  of  the 
evid  nee  to  explain  the  vote  for  Mr.  Donnelly, 
and  yet  that  goes  to  the  whole  root  of  the  matter 
as  to  whether  or  not  those  274  votes  were  fraudu- 
lent. The  only  evidence  I  can  get  fr>m  the  City 
Clerk's  office  is  that  Mr.  Donnelly  had  145,  Mr. 
Moore  48  and  Mr.  Folan  61.  In  other  words,  there 
were  from  80  to  100  votes  more  for  Mr  Donnelly 
out  of  those  274  than  there  were  for  either  of  the 
other  gentlemen  on  the  ticket.  I  don't  know  wheth- 
er it  is  a  fair  inference,  but  it  is  all  I  can  get 
from  the  evidence  beiore  us.  The  committee 
only  had  the  ballots  before  them.  I  contend  that 
if  out  of  those  274  nallots  there  were  140  of  them 
to  be  counted  for  Mr.  Donnelly,  and  t-ighty  to  one 
hundred  ot  them  carried  his  name  alone,  it  Is  evi- 
dent that  those  274  ballots  were  tainted  with 
fraud  from  beginning  to  end  and  ought  never  to 


have  been  counted.  We  have  no  evidence  upon 
that  point  and  the  committee  apparently  did  not 
look  into  it.  Yet,  as  1  said,  the  law  is  positive 
that  if  the  result  in  that  one  precinct  would  rea- 
sonably affect  the  result  in  the  other  four,  or,  as 
in  the  citation  1  have  rend,  n  it  undertook  to  put 
into  office  the  choice  of  a  minority  of  the  voters — 
and  that  is  practically  wuat  was  the  result,  there 
being  a  division  among  the  Democrats — I  say 
Mr.  Folan,  Mr.  Gomez  and  Mr.  Powers  were  all 
elected  by  less  than  a  majority  of  the  Democratic 
votes,  and  of  course  by  less  than  a  majority  of 
the  whole  vote  of  the  ward.  It  makes  no  differ- 
ence whether  it  is  going  to  cause  any  inconve- 
nience by  ordering  a  new  election.  We  ought  to 
do  what  is  right  and  proper.  If  I  am  wrong  the 
C'immittee  ought  to  ascertain  the  facts  and  give 
them  to  us.  I  have  given  the  best  evidence  I  can 
obtain.  If  the  return  made  by  the  Aldermen 
was  right,  there  were  apparently  80  to  100  votes 
for  Mr.  D  nnelly  upon  which  the'  other  two  names 
were  scratched.  We  ought  to  have  had  evidence 
upon  that  point.  It  is  in  evidence  that  one  of 
the  candidates  made  oath  that  he  did  not  believe 
any  one  man  could  get  100  votes  by  himself.  No 
man  believes  it.  It  is  in  evidence  that  those  ballots 
in  the  barber  shop  were  ruled  off  in  the  same  way, 
and  if  any  of  the  274  were  ruled  off  in  tbat  way  it 
shows  that  r.one  of  them  ought  to  have  been 
counted.  Therefore  I  say  that  all  the  law  and  the 
facts  seems  to  substantiate  the  theory  that  the 
return  from  Precinct  3  was  fraudulent,  that  the 
ballots  which  remain  ought  not  to  have  been 
counted,  and  that  the  vote  of  the  precinct  ought 
to  have  been  thrown  out  in  toto.  And  it  also  fol- 
lows from  the  law  and  the  evidence  that  there  is 
no  dispute  about  that;  if  the  vote  of  one  precinct 
affects  the  vote  of  the  whole  ward,  we  must  cast 
It  out  entirely  and  order  a  new  election.  Al- 
though it  is  going  to  cause  trouble,  it  is  not  a 
question  ot  convenience.  It  a  member  of  this 
Council  resigns,  he.  puts  the  city  to  the  expense 
of  an  election.  That  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as 
improper.  It  is  for  the  reason  that  there  is  a 
way  out  of  it,  and  not  because  my  argument  was 
a  bad  one,  but  because  I  thought  the  better  plan 
was  to  get  the  passage  of  a  law  to  order  a  new 
election.  I  deny  most  emphatically  that  it  was  my 
intention  to  weaken  the  strength  of  my  argument, 
The  law  all  carried  us  to  one  point,  which  I  was 
sorry  to  reach,  that  the  vote  in  Precinct  3  must 
be  thrown  out  in  toto,  and  we  ought  to  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  we  must  declare  all  three 
of  the  inemhers  from  that  ward  unseated;  and 
having  the  Legislature  in  session  at  the  present 
time  it  was  very  easy  to  go  up  there  and  get  a 
law  so  that  we  could  have  a  new  election  in  that 
precinct.  Therefore  I  moved  that  instead  of 
getting  the  Council  to  say  that  Mr.  Gomez  or 
Mr.  Folan  is  entitled  to  the  seat — for  I  dou't  be- 
lieve there  is  one  man  «ho  would  vote  upon  this 
question  unless  he  is  forced  to — we  should  get 
a  way  out  of  it  by  a  perfectly  rieht  and  proper 
method,  and  the  report  be  laid  upon  the  table 
while  we  went  to  the  Legislature.  I  believe 
that  is  the  fairest  and  easiest  way  out  of  it.  I  do 
Hot  want  to  vote  that  Mr.  Gomez  is  entitled  to 
his  seat,  because  I  cannot  say  that  he  is.  But  I 
believe  he  is  entitled  to  it  as  much  as  Mr.  Folan 
is;  and  I  don't  believe  that  Mr.|Folan  is  entitled 
to  it  because  he  was  elected  by  less  than  a  ma- 
jority ot  the  voters,  and  because  by  the  law  as 
laid  down  by  McCrary,  you  are  bound  in  honor 
to  go  into  the  new  election. 

Mr.  Wharton— I  wish  to  say  in  regard  to  the 
gentleman's  answer  in  the  first  part  of  his  re- 
sponse in  which  he  said  I  descended  to  clap-trap, 
that  I  do  not  think  he  understood  my  aigument 
upon  that  point.  The  question  in  regard  to 
the  ballots  found  in  the  barber  shop  was  whether 
or  not  we  could  count  them  as  ballots.  And  there 
was  another  question, whether  we  could  find  from 
extrinsic  evidence  how  the  people  whom  we 
might  think  disfranchised  voted.  When  I  spoke 
the  words  that  the  gentleman  denounced  as  clap- 
trap, I  was  dealing  with  the  first  of  the  above 
questions,  and  endeavored  to  point  out  that  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  led  to  a  most  danger- 
ous conclusion  when  he  maintained  that  we  were 
entitled  to  count  ballots  found  iu  the  barber 
shop. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25  the  main 
question  was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wharton  the  question  upon 
substitution  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
substitute  was  rejected. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barry,  Bowker,  Boyle,  Connell, 
Cronin,  Daly,  Dana,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Fist, 
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Fitzpatrick,  Lauten,  MeCormick,  J.  A.  McLaugh- 
lin,  1*.  J.  McLaughlin,  McXamara,  Pope,  Fowers, 
Quigley,  Rosnosky,  Tee  van,  Walsh— 22. 

Nays— Messrs.  Bartlett,  Beal,  Bigelow,  Brimbe- 
com,  Brown,  Costello,  Cotton,  Dudley,  Eddy, 
Emery,  Farwell,  Freeman,  Gove,  Greenough, 
Hagar.  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Lovell,  Maguire, 
Mathews,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P.  Morrison,  Parkman, 
Pratt.  Pray,  Smith,  Swan,  Viles,  Wharton, 
Wheeler— 31. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Child,  H.  Ciapp, 
II.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Denney,  J.  Doherty,  Ford, 
Harding,  Huntress,  Means,  Mallett.  Murphy, 
ers,  Wakefield,  Welch,  Whitmore,  Wil- 
liams— 17. 

Mr.  Murnhy  was  excused  rrom  voting,  having 
paired  with  Mr.  Mullen. 

The  resolve  reported  by  the  committee  was  or- 
dered to  a  Becond  reading,  read  a  second  time 
and  put  upon  its  passage. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barry  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  and  it 
was  passed—  yeas  32,  nays  22. 

Yeas— Messrs. Bartlett,  Beal,  Bigelow,  Brimbe- 
com,  Brown,  Costello,  Cotton,  Dudley,  Eddy, 
Emery,  Farwell.  Fisk,  Freeman,  Gove, Greenough, 
Hagar,  Hart,  Hilton,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Maguire, 
Mathews,  X.  M.  Morrison,  P.  Mortison,  Parkman, 
Pratt,  Pray,  Smith,  Swas,  Viles,  Wharton, 
Wheeler— 32. 

Nays— Messrs.  Barry, Bowker.  Boyle,  Connell, 
Cronin,  Daly,  Dana,  Devlin, C.  F.  Doherty,  Fitz- 
Patrick,  Hosley,  MeCormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin, 
P.  J.  McLaughlin,  MoN'amara,  Pope,  fowers, 
Quigley,  Rosnosky,  Tee  van,  Walsh,  Whit- 
more — 22. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Child,  H.  Clapp, 
II.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Denuey,  J.  Doherty,  Ford, 
Gomez,  Harding,  Huntress,  Means,  Mullett, 
Murphy,  Rogers,  Wakefield,  Welch,  Williams— 17. 

Mr.  Wharton  ol  Ward  11  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

PROPOSED    LEGISLATION  IN  CASES     OF     DOUBTFUL 
ELECTIONS   FOR    THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  up  the  special  assign- 
ment for  8.05  P.  M.,  viz. : 

Resolve  and  order  for  the  President  of  the 
Common  Council  to  endeavor  to  obtain  legisla- 
tion to  provide  for  new  elections  in  any  precinct 
when  the  results  canDot  be  accepted  as  true 
statements  of  the  votes  cast  therein. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  said  tbis  was  an  im- 
portant matter,  and  had  not  come  from  any 
committee,  and  be  moved  to  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Legislative  Matters. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  it  should  be  understood 
that  the  reference  would  kill  the  project  for  this 
year.  He  called  attention  to  the  statement  of  the 
chairman  of  that  committee  that  they  did  not 
wish  to  pass  upon  such  questions.  He  thought  it 
would  be  more  appropriate  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Elections.  Boih  sides  of  the  house 
must  think  the  law  is  defective,  and  be  did  n't  be- 
lieve anybody  was  satisfied  with  the  result  this 
evening.    It  would  be  better  to  decide  it  now. 

Mr.  Parkman  said  that  all  new  business  had 
been  refused  admission  to  the  Legislature  since 
the  22d  of  February,  and  it  would  be  almost  im- 
ble  to  introduce  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  the  Committee  on  Election 
Laws  at  the  State  House  ba  I  not  yet  reported, 
and  the  matter  could  be  brought  before  them. 

Mr.  Parkman  said  that  was  correct,  hot  be 
thought  no  law  could  be  passed  to  bind  the  voters 
of  a  precinct  to  vote  for  only  the  contesting  can- 
didates. 

Mr.  Whitmore  explained  his  plan  to  be,  that  11 
there  was  a  contest,  and  one  precinct  was  thrown 
out  and  an  election  ordered  therein,  nobody 
would  be  declared  elected  until  after  the  result 
of  the  new  election  bad  been  received,  and  that 
result  would  he  considered  in  connection  with 
the  previous  election  in  the  other  precincts. 

Mr.  Wharton  asked  if  another  candidare  was 
elected  who  was  nor  on  the  previous  ticnet,  who 
could  they  say  was  elected  ? 

Mr.  Whitmore  repeated  his  previous  explana- 
tion, and  said  the  Aldermen  would  make  no  an- 
nouncement of  the  result,  and  there  would  be  no 
choice  until  the  new  election  took  place. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters. 

Mr.  AVhitmore  inquired  if  a  quorum  was  pres- 
ent, and  th«  President  said  he  was  satisfied  there 
was.  Mr.  Whitmore  asked  for  a  rising  vote,  which 
was  taken,  6howing  forty-one  gentlemen  present. 


HOMOEOPATHIC   HOSPITAL. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Council  consid- 
eied  the  order  to  grant  the  Homoeopathic  Hos- 
pital a.  lot  oi  land  on  Albany  street,  to  be  used  for 
hospital  purposes. 

Mr.  Emery  of  Ward  18—1  feel  as  though  I  can- 
not let  this  order  pass  without  saying  that  I  am 
obliged  to  vote  against  it.  My  reasons  for  so  do- 
ing are  very  conclusive  to  me.  I  was  very  sorry, 
at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council,  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  21  argued  this  question  as 
though  the  merits  of  the  two  schools  of  medicine 
were  to  be  decided  here,  and  we  ought  to  give 
some  recognition  to  the  homoeopaths.  I  think 
that  line  of  discussion  is  entirely  foreign  to  the 
question.  It  reminds  me  very  much  of  the  way 
in  wliicb  some  gentlemen  very  early  in  the  year 
attempted  to  make  it  appear  that  those  who 
voted  against  accepting  the  invitation  to  go  to 
Faneuil  Hall  were  acting  in  an  unfriendly  spirit 
towards  the  Irish  people.  That  certainly  was  not 
so  then,  and  it  is  not  so  in  this  case.  If  it  was 
a  mere  question  between  the  homoeopaths  and 
allopaths,  1  should  vote  in  favor  of  the  or- 
der. While  I  have  no  particular  leaning  towards 
one  or  the  other,  I  think  the  allopaths  in  Boston, 
and  even  in  Massachusetts,  have  acted  in  a  very 
bigoted  manner,  and  as  a  Councilman  I  should 
like  to  do  something  in  recognition  of  the  homoe- 
opaths. But  that  is  not  thH  question  at  all. 
Neither  is  it  the  question,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  implied,  whether  we  can  find  a  precedent 
for  it.  As  I  look  at  it,  no  amount  of  precedents 
can  control  it.  If  it  is  illegal  to  vote  this,  it  does 
not  make  it  legal  because  the  city  has  acted  ille- 
gally in  the  past.  Usage  is  recognized  as  having 
the  force  of  law  in  many  branches  of  business, 
such  as  banking,  etc.,  and  certain  methods  of  do- 
ing business  are  recognized  as  having  all  the 
force  of  law.  Every  man  in  business  is  supposed 
to  know  them,  and  to  be  bound  by  them.  But  no 
amount  of  usage  can  legalize  an  appropriation  of 
money  not  authorized  i>y  the  Legislature. 
All  the  authority  we  get  to  appropriate 
money  is  delegated  by  the  Legislature. 
We  have  no  independent  authority,  as  a  City  Gov- 
ernment, to  raise  money  for  any  purpose.  Now 
the  Legislature,  in  chartering  tne  city  of  Boston 
and  by  general  acts,  authorized  the  raising  of 
money  for  certain  definite  purposes,  and  the  city 
of  Boston,  like  all  other  towns  and  cities  in  the 
Commonwealth,  is  obliged  to  conform  to  those 
aws.  I  do  not  believe  any  gentleman  on  this 
floor  can  bring  forward  any  good  argument  or 
reason  to  show  that  the  city  of  Boston  is  author- 
ized to  raise  money  by  the  assessment  of  taxes, 
to  convey  land  gratuitously  to  any  person  or  cor- 
poration, or  any  body  of  persons  whatever.  If 
we  are  going  to  be  governed  by  precedent,  I  think 
I  can  show  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  one 
precedent  which  he  forgot,  and  perhaps  it  will 
work  a  little  against  the  side  I  am  arguing  for; 
but  it  is  a  precedent  which  it  seemed  to 
me  at  the  time  we  ought  not  to  make.  It 
is  a  precedent  made  by  this  Council,  and 
is  right  in  point.  Early  in  the  year  an 
order  was  introduced  to  expend  money  in  the 
purchase  of  a  gift  to  be  carried  to  the  city  of 
New  Orleans.  I  felt  at  the  time  that  it  was  an 
unauthorized  expenditure.  The  amount  seemed 
so  sin;i!l  ihat.  1  did  not  vote  against  it,  but  I 
could  not  conscientiously  vote  for  it.  But  he;e  is 
something  that  involves  a  large  amount,  and 
although  it  is  not  assessing  taxes  to  raise  money 
to  give  to  this  hospital,  yet  if,  is  doing  that  Same 
thing  indirectly.  We  are  requested  to  give  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  property  to  the  hospital.  It.  is  an 
indirect  way  ot  a-sessing  taxes.  The  property 
could  be  sold,  and  the  amount  received  from  it 
would  to  that  extent  relieve  the  citizens  from 
taxation,  if  so  applied.  There  is  no  question  that 
this  is  an  outright  gift  to  the  Homoeopathic  Hos- 
pital. It  is  called  a  nominal  consideration;  but 
it  is,  and  cannot  be  called  anything  else,  except 
an  absolute  gift.  One  gentleman  suggested 
that  the  order  be  amended  so  that  the  land 
should  be  used  for  hospital  purposes  only,  and  re- 
vert to  the  cily  if  it  was  not  used  for  that  pur- 
pose. Something  has  been  said  about  the  num- 
ber of  free  patients  treated  there.  That  is  very 
commendable  and  excites  our  sympathy.  But  the 
question  for  us  to  consider  is,  are  we  giving  that 
property  to  the  hospital  for  a  legal  consideration 
—or  an  equivalent?  Suppose  it  is  given  to  them 
as  proposed  in  this  order,  they  are  under  no  obli- 
gation to  treat  free  patients  in  the  future.  Do 
gentlemen  desire  to  give  them  the  land  because 
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they  have  treated  free  patients  in  the  past  ?  But 
the  gentleman  stared  that  they  probably  would 
treat  patients  iu  the  future  as  they  have  done  in 
the  past.  They  are  under  no  obligations  to  do  so. 
Suppose  some  consideration  was  put  into  the  or- 
der that  for  $1,  and  upon  their  agreeing  to  take 
twenty,  thirty  or  forty  free  patients  every 
year,  and  that  they  should  be  obliged  to 
do  that,  that  would  be  a  valuable  considera- 
tion. But  nobody  proposes  to  do  that.  We  are 
authorized  by  the  Legislature  to  erect  and  main- 
tain a  hospital,  but  further  than  that  we  are  not 
authorized  to  go.  But  if  you  will  look  into  this 
formidable  document  on  our  desks  you  will  find 
that  such  a  hospital  is  to  he  controlled  by  the 
city.  We  may  give  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital 
this  land,  but  we  will  have  no  control  over  it  un- 
less we  put  in  a  stipulation  that  it  must  be  used 
for  hospital  purposes.  The  fact  that  we  can  or 
cannot  find  a  precedent  does  not  affect  the  ques- 
tion at  all.  It  Is  a  gift,  and  if  it  is  a  gift  we  are 
using  property  of  the  city  for  purposes  not  au- 
thorized by  law.  Now  what  may  be '.he  iesult? 
The  statutes  provide  that  if  a  city  or  town 
attempts  to  raise  money  for  an  unauthorized  pur- 
pose, at  least  ten  legal  voters  mav  petition  the 
Supreme  Court,  which  can  prohibit  and  enjoin 
said  city  or  town  from  raising  money  for 
that  purpose.  Supposing  that  ten  citizens 
petition  the  Supreme  Court,  after  the  passage  of 
this  order,  that  the  city  be  enjoined,  there  is  no 
question  in  my  mind  but  that  the  court  would 
enjoin  the  city,  and  we  should  be  prohibited  from 
making  this  gift.  In  that  view  of  the  matter, 
and  considering  that  tbe  court  would  not  sustain 
us,  I  cannot  consistently  voce  to  part  with  the 
City's  property  in  this  way. 

Mr.  Mathews  of  Ward  21 — I  was  not  present  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Council,  being  out  of  the 
city.  On  my  return  I  took  pains  to  visit  the 
Homoeopathic  Hospital,  where  1  had  never  been 
before.  I  devoted  half  a  day  to  inspecting  the 
hospital  and  its  management,  and  looking  over 
the  adjacent.pioperty.  I  think  that  any  gentle- 
man who  will  give  a  few  hours'  investigation  to 
the  subject  will  come  to  tbe  same  conclusion 
that  I  did,  that  the  city  could  nut  make  a  bet- 
ter investment  than  to  donate  this  piece 
of  land  to  tbe  Homoeopathic  Hospital. 
If  tne  land  is  given  to  the  hospital,  with 
the  increased  facilities  which  they  propose  to 
have,  they  will  save  very  much  more  to  the  city 
in  the  future  than  they  have  in  the  past;  and 
they  certainty  have  already  saved  a  very  large 
amount  of  money  to  the  city  of  Boston.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  18  talks  about  the  city  not 
going  to  receive  an  equivalent  for  this  piece  of 
land.  I  contend  that,  the  city  has  already  re- 
ceived and  will  receive  a  fair  equivalent.  For 
the  information  of  the  Council  1  would  like  to 
«ubmit  a  few  figures  taken  from  the  books  of  the 
Homoeopathic  Hospital.  This  institution  has  pro- 
vided for  free  patients  as  follows: 
Year.  Patients.       Days. 

1876 54  1,200 

1877 81  3,285 

1878 94  4,380 

1879 80  6,600 

1880 107  6,100 

Total 416  20,565 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council  will  understand  that 
that  attendance  is  all  for  free  patients;  that  any 
person  who  went  there  and  applied  for  admission, 
if  there  was  a  vacancy,  he  was  admitted  without 
money,  and  treated  as  well  as  if  he  paid  $7,  $8, 
$10  or  $15  a  week.  That  attendance  has  been  fur- 
nished at  an  actual  cost  to  the  association  of  $22,- 
621.  What  would  have  been  the  result  if  that 
hospital  had  not  been  in  existence  ?  Those  per- 
sons would  have  applied  to  the  City  Hospital. 
They  must  have  been  taken  in  there,  and  the  city 
would  have  been  bound  to  provide  for  them  in 
some  way  or  other;  and  if  it  had  done  so,  there 
would  probably  have  been  an  increased  expense 
to  the  City  Hospital  on  account  of  additional  fa- 
cilities, and  perhaps  in  the  building.  But  that  is 
not  all.  The  dispensary  is  an  important  adjuuct 
to  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital.  I  will  read  a  few 
figures  of  the  gratuitous  treatment  provided  for 
out-patients: 
Year.  Patients.  Prescriptions. 

1876 7.702        21,016 

1R7  7 10,0 11       37 ,394 

1878 13,289       32,614 

1879 11,826       30,'  96 

1880 11,240  31,036 

Total 54,068  142,157 


Not  only  was  advice  furnished  the  patient  free, 
but  medicine  was  provided,  without  money  and 
without  price.  Now  if  any  gentleman  will  look 
at  this  piece  of  land,  he  will  readily  see  that  there 
are  very  few  uses  to  which  it  can  properly  be  put. 
It  has  been  suggested  that  it  might  be  used  for  a 
park,  but  it  is  not  fit  for  that  purpose.  It  is  only 
a  small  piece  of  land.  And  even  if  it  were  used 
for  a  park,  it  would  require  a  continuous  annual 
outlay  in  taking  care  of  it.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  it  might  be  used  for  manufacturing  pur- 
poses. I  believe  it  was  sold  once  for  manufac- 
turing purposes,  but  the  sale  was  never  consum- 
mated. I  think  that  any  gentleman  will  see  that 
both  hospitals  being  so  near,  the  location 
of  a  noisy  manufacturing  business  upon 
that  land  would  be  very  objectionable 
to  both  institutions,  and  especially  detri- 
mental to  patients  with  nervous  diseases.  It 
is  not  suitable  for  house  lots,  and  I  think  the  best 
use  it  can  be  put  to  will  be  to  donate  it  to  that 
hospital.  I  believe  the  city  will  get  a  better  re- 
turn for  the  land  in  that  way  than  it  does  now  in 
using  it  as  a  storage  place  for  the  drainpipe  of 
the  Sewer  Department. 

Mr.  Parkman— It  seems  to  me  the  gentlemen 
advocating  this  order  dodge  the  issue,  by  dis- 
cussing the  merits  of  this  hospital.  None  of  us 
doubt  that  it  is  a  meritorious  institution,  and  I 
agree  to  all  the  statements  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  21.  The  question  whether  it  is  a 
good  institution  is  not  before  the  Council.  There 
are  other  institutions  in  the  city  similar  in  their 
nature.  The  Boston  Dispensary  is  a  free  institu- 
tion and  gives  large  quantities  of  medicine  to 
people,  but  they  do  not  come  here  and 
ask  for  a  grant  of  land  upon  which  to 
locate  their  dispensary.  But  the  gentlemen  who 
advocate  this  order  have  switched  off  from  the 
issue  whether  we  have  a  right  to  make  this  gift, 
and  whether  it  will  not  be  establishing  a  baa 
precedent  for  the  city  to  do  so.  I  wish  the.v  woula 
come  down  to  the  poiot  and  not  trouble  us  with 
a  discussion  of  the  uteri1  s  of  die  two  institutions. 
If  thev  have  any  grounds  to  say  that  this  is  a  legal 
gift,  and  that  we  have  a  right  to  make  ir,  let  tnem 
bring  them  forward,  for  that  is  the  question  lo 
be  decid  d  here. 

Mr.  Wheeler — I  am  ready  to  meet  that  question 
exactly,  .is  a  lawyer  and  as  a  member  from  this 
Council  I  am  sorry  to  disagree  with  the  gentle- 
men from  Wards  9  and  18,  but  I  believe  this  is 
not  in  the  nature  of  a  gift,  and  I  am  very  sure 
that  was  the  view  which  the  City  Solicitor  took 
of  the  question  which  I  asked  him  myself. 

Mr.  Emery  read  Mr.  Wheeler  s  statement  made 
at  tbe  last  meeting  giving  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Solicitor,  that  if  there  were  other  valuable  con- 
siderations in  addition  to  the  nominal  considera- 
tion of  oae  dollar,  it  would  be  iu  accordance  with 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  law.  Mr.  Emery  said 
he  agreed  to  that. 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  understand  that  the  convey- 
ance is  made  upon  such  a  consideration.  That 
is  the  way  I  look  upon  the  case,  and  I  believe 
these  considerations  are  good  ones,  even  if  they 
are  passed,  and  we  can  safely  assume  that  they 
will  continue  in  the  future.  The  City  Solicitor 
said  that  the  letter  of  the  law  would  be  observed, 
but  the  spirit  of  the  law  would  be  contravened  in 
case  the  consideration  is  but  one  dollar.  But  he 
states  that  if  there  are  good  and  valuable  con- 
siderations which  pass  to  the  city — and  I  have  en- 
deavored to  explain  what  those  valuable  con- 
siderations were  to  be— and  if  they  were 
to  be  as  has  been  stated,  I  understood 
him  to  say  that  not  only  the  letter,  but  the 
spirit  of  the  law  would  be  fully  observed.  I  am 
willing  to  express  my  opinion  to  that  effect.  I 
do  not  claim  that  it  is  of  great  value, 
but  I  have  confidence  in  it  I  believe 
it  would  not  be  absolutely  necessary  in 
regard  to  the  question  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9  put  the  other  evening, 
that  those  considerations  should  be  stated  in  tbe 
deed.  If  they  actually  exist,  it  takes  from  it  the 
nature  of  beiug  a  gift.  lam  willing  to  staud  by 
that  opinion. 

Mr.  Wharton— I  should  like  to  know  what  those 
considerations  are  to  be. 

Mr.  Wheeler— i'hey  already  exist  iu  the  treat- 
ment of  free  patients  in  times  past  and  at  pres- 
ent, and  in  haviug  relieved  the  city  of  a  large  ex- 
penditure, which  1  think  is  something  over 
$20,000. 

Mr.  Wharton — For  the  very  reason  stated  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10, 1  object  to  the  pas- 
sage of  this  order.  I  think  it  would  be  a  very  dan- 
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eerous  precedent.  There  are  other  institutions 
in  this  city  which  could  come  and  ask  tor  a  grant 
of  land  just  as  appropriately  as  this  one  has.  I 
cannot  tell  exactly  how  many  hospitals 
there  are,  but  there  are  many  which  treat 
people  tree  and  relieve  the  city  of  a 
large  expense  every  year.  This  hospital  offers  no 
more  than  a  great  many  other  similar  institu- 
tions. If  we  grant  them  the  land,  there  is  no 
reason  why  those  other  institutions  should  not 
come  in  and  ask  for  a  grant  of  a  similar  nature. 
My  objection  is,  that  the  city  has  no  business  to 
give  any  of  its  land  away  for  nothing.  We  all 
think  these  hospitals  are  admirable  institutions. 
We  know  perfectly  well  tnat  the  Homoeopathic 
Hospital  is  an  admirable  institution.  But  we 
have  no  business  to  sit  here  as  representatives 
of  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  to  give  away  the 
property  of  the  city  for  no  compensation  what- 
ever. 

Mr.  Wheeler  asked  what  consideration  there 
was  in  the  matter  of  conveyance  to  the  railroad, 
previously  acted  on  this  evening. 

Mr.  Wharton  replied  that  it  was  shown  that  the 
building  of  the  railroad  will  greatly  enhance 
the  value  of  the  city's  property.  More- 
over the  city  only  grants  the  right  of  way  to  the 
railroad,  and  when  the  railroad  ceases  the  land 
reverts  to  the  city. 

Mr.  Wheeler— i)o  we  grant  an  absolute  right  to 
the  hospital  ?    It  is  a  limited  right. 

Mr.  Wharton— In  one  case  there  is  direct  com- 
pensation and  in  the  other  none  at  all.  The 
greatest  compensation  offered  by  the  Homoeo- 
pathic Hospital  is  now  given  every  year  by  many 
other  institutions  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Whitmore— This  agreement  should  be  in 
writing.  Suppose  we  add  to  the  order  that  they 
shall  maintain  a  certain  number  of  free  beds? 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  that  the  order  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  City  Hospital,  with  in- 
structions to  amend  the  order  by  adding  a  pro- 
vision that  a  certain  number  of  free  beds  be 
maintained,  subject  to  nomination  by  the  city, 
and  with  instructions  to  report  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Common  Council.  Subsequently 
he  changed  the  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  am  very  glad  the  oppo- 
nents to  this  measure  have  changed  their  ground. 
A  week  ago  it  was  smile  and  derision.  Tney  did 
not  then  recognize  the  fact  that  the  Homoeo- 
pathic Hospital  was  a  very  meritorious  institu- 
tion; but  tonight  they  would  all  be  very  glad  to 
favor  it  if  they  could  find  a  pretext  for  it.  The 
stress  is  now  directed  to  the  point  that  it  is  ille- 
gal to  pass  this  order.  I  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  City  Solicitor  said  in  a  letter  read  last 
week  that  it  would  comply  with  the  letter  of  the 
law  if  one  dollar  was  the  consideration  named  in 
the  deed.  So  it  is  not  true  that  it  would  be  ille- 
gal. The  gentleman  from  Ward  11  has  attempted 
to  show  that  there  is  no  parallelism  between 
this  case  and  the  one  passed  upon  earlier 
in  the  evening.  That  land  is  granted  so 
long  is  it  is  used  for  railway  purposes;  this  is 
granted  for  hospital  purposes  only,  with  that  con- 
dition in  the  order,  and  the  land  reverts  to  the 
city  when  it  is  used  for  any  other  purpose.  Now 
what  is  the  consideration  ?  It  is  the  sum  of  one 
dollar.  The  consideration  is  stated  to  be  an 
atnojnt  equal  to  322,000.  The  hospital  paid  a 
larger  amount  for  the  land  than  did  other  institu- 
tions on  the  same  street,  and  it  was  then  paying 
a  consideration  that  the  city  should  take  into  ac- 
count when  undertaking  to  do  this.  It  this  order 
'■d,  the  land  will  be  devoted  to  a  purpose 
entirely  consistent  with  the  grants  made  in  the 
same  neighborhood  There  are  two  precedents 
exactly  in  point.  The  land  is  too  small  for  manu- 
facturing purposes,  and  is  not  fit  for  residences.  I 
doubt  if  the  city  would  be  so  penurious  as  to  wait 
until  this  Institution  had  become  so  pressed  for 
mom  that  a  high  price  could  be  exacted  for  it.  The 
lot  should  be  kept  open  or  occupied  for  a  quiet 
purpose,  and  here  is  a  chance  to  do  it.  In  reply  to 
the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
calling  lor  the  maintenance  of  a  number  of  free 
beds,  the  hospital  is  required  to  keep  free  beds 
now,  because  it  has  donations  to  support  them, 
and  is  liable  to  be  in  continual  receipt  of  such 
donations  from  public-spirited  citizens.  The  in- 
teregt  on  the  amount  would  be  about  equal  to 
maintaining  two  free  beds,  and  I  say  it  is  too 
small  s>.  matter  lor  the  city  to  haggle  about.  We 
ought  to  pass  the  order  as  reported,  and  leave  it 
to  the  City  Solicftor  to  draw  a  deed  to  carry  it  out. 


Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Whitmore  objected  that  it  would  cut  off 
his  motion,  and  be  desired  to  get  further  infor- 
mation upon  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Pratt  that 
only  two  free  beds  would  be  provided  as  an 
equivalent  for  the  conveyance. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  opposed  ordering  the  main 
question,  as  eveiything  of  this  kind  should  be 
guarded  well. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21  hoped  everybody  who 
had  anything  to  say  would  be  allowed  the  privi- 
lege. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  thought  the  question  bad  been 
fully  debated  and  the  main  question  should  be 
ordered. 

The  following  pairs  were  announced: 

Mr.  H'lton  of  Ward  5  with  Mr.  Greenough  of 
Ward  9. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21  with  Mr.  Brown  of  Ward 
23. 

Mr.  Pope  of  Ward  9  with  Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward 
23. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  with  Mr.  Bigelow  of 
Ward  25. 

Mr.  Cotton  of  Ward  5  with  Mr.  Bowker  of 
Ward  16. 

Mr.  Emery  of  Ward  18  with  Mr.  Child  of  Ward 
17. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Whitmore.  The  order  was  passed  in  concur- 
rence—yeas 39,  nays  9. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barry,  Bartlett,  Beal,  Boyle, 
Brim'oecom,  Connell,  Costello,  Cronin,  Daly,  Dana, 
C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Far- 
well,  Fisk,  Fitzpatrick,  Freeman,  Hart,  Hosley, 
Lauten,  Lovell,  Mathews,  McCormick,  J.  A.  Mc- 
Laughlin, P.  J.  McLaughlin,  Pratt,  Pray,  Quigley, 
Rosnosky,  Viles,  Walsh,  Welch,  Wheeler— 33. 

Nays — Messrs.  Devlin,  Gove,  Hagar,  Maguire, 
P.  Morrison,  Murphy,  Swan,  Wharton,  Whit- 
more—9. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Bailey,  Bigelow, 
Bowker,  Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp, 
Conlin,  Cotton, Denney, Emery,  Ford,  Greenough, 
Harding,  Hilton,  Huntress,  McN'amara,  Means,  N. 
M.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Parkman,  Pope,  Powers. 
Rogers,  Smith,  Teevan,  Wakefield,  Williams— 28. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  ques- 
tion came  upon  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  offered  an  order  for  the 
City  Messenger  to  provide  a  lunch,  which  was  in- 
definitely postponed  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick 
of  Ward  8. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

The  Council  next  took  up  the  special  assign- 
ment for  this  meeting,  viz.— 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  special 
committee  to  arrange  for  the  celebration  of  the 
Fourth  of  July,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding 
.$15,000. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5,  the  order 
was  amended  by  scratching  out  the  words  "and 
fourteen  other  members,"  and  inserting  "one 
member  from  each  ward,"  and,  as  amended,  was 
ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rosnosky  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended and  the  order  was  passed— yeas  64,  nays  0. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

Petitions  were  received  as  follows: 

Dexter  J.  Cutter,  to  erect  wooden  buildings  on 
Commercial  street,  near  South  street,  and  on 
South  street,  near  Commercial  street,  Ward  24. 

Clark  Smith,  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  No. 
231  Medlord  street. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

PUBLIC    LANDS. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  offered  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lauds: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  an  instrument, 
satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  releasing  so 
much  of  a  condition  set  forth  in  an  agreement 
dated  Sept.  25,  1880,  given  to  Francis  Thompson, 
to  convey  him  an  estate  purchased  by  him  of  the 
city  at  the  corner  of  High  and  School  streets  at 
Charlestown,  as  requires  him  to  pay  all  unpaid 
taxes  and  assessments  laid  upon  said  estate  prior 
to  the  date  of  the  agreement  above  written. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sect  up. 
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DECORATION  DAY. 

Mr.  Mathews  of  Ward  21  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Post  21,  G.  A.  R.,  the  sum  of  $200,  to  be  used  in 
defraying  the  expenses  of  Decoration  Day,  or  in 
the  assistance  of  families  of  deceased  or  disabled 
soldiers  and  sailors;  said  amount  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  Incidental  Expenses. 
In  reply  to  a   question  by   Mr.   Wharton,  Mr. 


Mathews  explained  that  this  post  had  been 
started  since  the  previous  order  was  passed.  It 
is  composed  entirely  of  German  cirizens,  is  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  and  is  doing  a  good  work 
among  the  class  of  men  that  the  Grand  Army 
posts  have  never  before  reached. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  64,  navs  0— under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule.    Sent  up. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL    18,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  tour  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS    HRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  as  follows: 

Thirty  six  traverse,  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
May  terra. 

HEARING    OF    PETITION     FOB    STEAM    ENGINE. 

A  hearing  was  had,  in  accordance  with  order  of 
notice  returnable  this  day,  on  the  following  peti- 
tions for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  engines  : 

G.  W.  &  C.  R.  Miller,  309  Atlantic  avenue. 

Ira  J.  Proctor,  1281  Washington  streer. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines. 

HEARINGS   OK   SEWERS. 

Hearings  were  had,  in  accordance  with  orders 
returnable  this  day,  on  the  expediency  of  con- 
structing sewers  as  follows : 

In  Columbus  avenue,  from  Berkeley  street  to 
Ferdinand  street. 

In  Cambridge  street,  Brighton,  from  Harvard 
avenue  to  Brighton  avenue. 

In  Harvard  avenue,  from  Cambridge  street  to 
Brighton  avenue. 

In  Monroe  street,  Roxbury. 

In  Tremont  street,  from  Downer  to  Heath  street. 

No  objections.  Severally  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS      REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committer  on  Poller-.  A.  P.  Boyce 
et  al.,  for  some  restraint  upon  the  manner  of 
driving  droves  of  horses  through  Camden  street 
to  Metropolitan  Railroad  stibles. 

To  tlie  Committee  on  Water.  Benjamin  Cushing, 
that  an  iron  pipe  be  laid  from  the  well  of  George 
Simmons  to  the  corner  of  Cedar  and  Highland 
streets,  through  which  to  convey  water  for  drink- 
ing, etc. 

Henry  .Jacobs  et  al.,  for  a  watering  trough  at 
corner  ot  Nonantum  and  Tremont  streets,  Brigh- 
ton. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  -part  of  the 
Board.  George  W.  Barker  et  al,  for  removal  of  a 
tree  from  sidewalk  of  220  Bowen  street. 

To  i he  Committee  on  Lamps.  Jeffries  Club, 
that  the  foot  of  Sumner  street  be  lighted. 

Margaret  Devine  et  al..  for  a  street  lamp  on 
Foundry  avenue,  off  Foundry  street,  Ward  13. 

To  tin  Committee  on  rirc  Department.  Boston 
Manufacturers'  Mutual  Insurance  Company, for 
leave  to  erect  a  combustible  structure  in  some 
suitable  place  in  this  city  for  the  purpose  of  test- 
ing extinguishing  apparatus  thereon. 

TO  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  Ancient 
and  Honorable  Artillery  Company,  for  use  of 
Faneuil  Hall  on  JuneO  next. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  David  H.  Blaney 
it  al.,  i"!  a  sewer  in  Brooks  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  lite  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows: 

William  A.  Holland,  new  wooden,  two  horses, 
Howard  street,  near  Myrtle,  Ward  20. 

Bridget  Darrigan,  old  wooden,  one  horse  and 
one  cow,  Fuller  street,  Ward  24. 

Jeremiah  O'Brien,  new  wooden,  one  horse, 
Colombia  street,  near  New  York  &  New  England 
Railroad,  Ward  24. 

I>.  B.  Gray,  old  wooden,  three  horses,  271  Eighth 
street,  Ward  15. 

James  H.  Deland,  old  wooden,  seven  additional 
horses,  101  and  103  Bunker  Hill  stieet,  Ward  3. 

Richard  Wade,  old  wooden,  one  horse,  Ashland 
street,  near  Florence  street.  Ward  23. 

A.  i).  Weld,  Jr.,  new  wooden,  four  horses,  on 
Forest  Hills  street,  near  Glen  road,  Ward  23. 

James  Ferguson  et  al.,  that  E.  D.  Gray  be  di- 
rected to  replace  in  its  original  location  an  old 
wooden  stable  moved  by  him  illegally  from  lot  of 
land  between  267  and  273  East  Eighth  street, 
South  Boston. 

To  tin  Committee  on  Lteemee.  Isaac  B.Rich, 
for  leave  to  give  entertainments  at  Oakland  Gar- 
dens this  season. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  UuiJdings.      Wood,    Bailey  &  Wood,    to 


enlarge  a  wooden  building  on  Winchester  street, 
near  Rutherford  avenue,  Ward  5. 

William  H.  Thayer,  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
on  Blue  Hill  avenue,  rear  of  Columbia  street, 
Ward  23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  John  C.  Paige, 
for  a  crosswalk  across  Kilby  street  at  No.  20. 

Mary  Sheridan,  for  abatement  of  edgestone 
and  sidewalk  assessment  on  her  estate  adjacent 
to  741  Saratoga  street. 

Charles  F.  Wagner,  for  abatement  of  edge- 
stone  assessment  on  estate  of  3  Lamson  street. 

Joshua  Bennett's  heirs,  to  be  compensated  for 
giade  damages  to  their  estate  on  Foster  si reet 
and  Foster  court. 

Isaac  H.  Cary,  that  Williams  street,  West  Rox- 
bury, be  graded. 

w.  G.  Lewis,  for  edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk 
at  711—713  East  Seventh  street. 

Mrs.  Mary  Tully,  for  abatement  of  sidewalk 
assessment  on  Dove  street,  Roxbury. 

George  W.  Park,  for  removal  of  a  telegraph 
pole  from  No.  556  Dorchester  avenue. 

Boston  Gas  Light  Company,  for  leave  to  erect 
a  post  in  the  sidewalk  of  Hull  and  Commercial 
streets. 

Mary  E.  Thacher  et  al.,  that  the  gutters  in  Clif- 
ford street  may  be  paved. 

Joseph  Dickson,  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk at  155  Rutherford  avenue. 

J.  H.  Upham  &  Co.,  that  the  city  defray  a  por- 
tion of  the  expense  of  watering  Dudley  street 
and  Stoughton  street  between  the  old  Roxbury 
line  and  Pleasant  street. 

David  H.  Blaney  et  al.,  that  a  certain  portion  of 
Marginal  street  be  paved  with  granite  blocks. 

Leopold  Morse  and  others,  tor  leave  to  lay 
steam  pipes  under  streets  of  this  city  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  citizens  with  steam  power  and 
heat. 

B.  B.  Wright  et  al.,  that  Sycamore  street  be 
graded  and  put  in  order. 

W.  S.  Winslow  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  a  por- 
tion of  expense  of  watering  Sullivan  square. 

H.  P.  Hall,  for  paving  ot  Northampton  street. 

Edwin  Adams  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  a  por- 
tion of  the  expense  of  sprinkling  Blue  Hill  ave- 
nue. 

Powers,  Melvin  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  Hadley  street 
be  graded,  etc. 

I.  T.  Talbot,  that  Stoughton  street  be  graded, 

W.  S.  Rand,  for  sidewalk  at  286-288  Common- 
wealth avenue. 

PAPERS   FROM  THE     COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  release  a  condition  in  a  cer- 
tain agreement  made  with  Francis  Thompson, 
Sept.  25,  1880,  reouiring  him  to  pay  all  unsettled 
taxes  and  assessments  on  estate  at  corner  of 
School  and  High  streets,  Charlestown.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Hersey  offered  an  or- 
der, That  the  City  Collector  be  relieved  from 
further  collection  of  the  following  taxes,  assessed 
in  the  name  of  Francis  Sager  upon  the  estate, 
corner  of  High  and  School  streets,  Charlestown, 
and  be  authorized  to  cancel  the  same  upon  his 
books,  namely— Tax  1877,  $39.30;  tax  1878,  S33.28; 
tax  1879,  $31.25.  Toe  said  estate  being  the  same 
described  in  an  agreement  given  by  the  city  to 
Francis  Thompson,  dated  Sept.  25,  1880.  Passed. 
Sent  down. 

Order  to  allow  the  sum  of  .$200  to  Post  21,  G.  A. 
It.,  tor  expenses  of  Memorial  Day.  Passed  in 
concurrence— yeas  9,  nays  0. 

The  reoort  and  order  for  the  legislative  com- 
mittee «o  oppose  the  proposed  bill  to  authorize 
the  extension  of  Grand  Junction  wharves,  pro- 
vided that  such  exteusion  is  found  to  be  detri- 
mental 10  city  interests,  came  up  amended,  so  as 
to  instruct  said  committee  to  oppose  the  pro- 
posed—and  to  erase  the  above  proviso. 

In  connection  with  this  subject  the  Chairman 
read  the  following: 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the 
City  of  Boston:  Gentlemen— The  Transportation 
Committee  of  the  Boston  Commercial  Exchange 
beg  leave  to  present  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  pre- 
amble and  resolutions  adopted  by  the  exchange 
at  a  meeting  held  this  day,  and  to  ask  your  favor- 
able consideration  of  the  matter  therein  con- 
tained. The  members  of  the  exchange  feel  that 
this  is  too  important  a  matter  to  be  acted  upon 
hastily  and  without  due  consideration  of  the  ar- 
guments that  may  be  brought  forward  both  in 
favor  and  in  opposition  to  the  proposed  change, 
and  it  seems  to  them  that  the  City  Government 
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should  be  slow  to  couuuit  itself  to  oppose  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill  in  the  Legislature  without  full 
and  complete  investigation,  inasmuch  as  the  op- 
ponents of  the  bill  have  already  been  heard  at 
full  and  impartial  hearings  before  legislative 
committees  and  the  Harbor  and  Land  Commis- 
sioners without  being  able  to  convince  any  one 
that  their  opposition  was  founded  on  a  just  and 
sound  ba>is. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Frank    W.    Reynolds,    Secretary  Transportation 

Committee,  Boston  Commercial  Exchange. 

Boston.  April  15,  1881. 

Whereas,  in  the  matter  of  the  proposed  harbor 
liue  at  East  Boston,  the  Common  Council  have,  by 
their  action  last  evening,  undertaken  to  commit 
the  city  of  Boston  to  the  policy  of  opposition  to 
the  proposed  improvement,  thereby  assisting  a 
few  gentlemen  who  oppose  the  measure,  and  who 
have  already  appeared  before  the  proper  legisla- 
tive committees  and  availed  themselves  of  the 
full  opportunities  for  presenting  the  remons- 
trances which  have  been  considered  and  reported 
upon  adversely; 

Resolved,  That  while  this  exchange  as  a  com- 
mercial body  representing  the  largest  export  in- 
terests in  the  city,  is  convinced  of  the  advantages 
to  be  gained  to  the  public  interests  by  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  now  before  the  Legislature,  we 
court  the  fullest  investigation  and  inquiry  into 
the  probable  effects  of  the  proposed  change,  with 
full  confidence  that  any  impartial  tribunal  will 
deciae  in  favor  of  the  wisdom  of  the  Harbor 
Commissioners'  repon; 

Resolved,  That  we  deprecate  and  protest 
against  the  action  of  the  lower  branch  of  the 
City  Government  in  striking  out  the  proviso  in 
the  order  as  passed  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
and  thus  attempting  to  cut  off  any  inquiry  into 
the  merits  of  the  question. 

Resolved,  That  our  Transportation  Committee 
be  requested  to  present  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
the  view  of  the  members  of  this  exchange,  and 
endeavor  to  prevail  upon  them  to  adhere  to  their 
former  action,  thereby  providing  the  proper  safe- 
guard against  hasty  and  unwise  and  partisan  op- 
position. 

Alderman  Caldwell — I  move  that  the  Board  ad- 
here to  their  former  action,  in  submitting  that 
report  the  committee  had  not  information  enough 
to  pass  upon  the  question,  and  they  took  the 
ground  that  it  was  better  for  the  Legislative 
Committee  to  look  the  matter  over,  and  if  they 
saw  anything  wrong  they  could  oppose  it,  and  if 
not,  they  could  allow  the  bill  to  pass. 

The  Board  voted  to  adhere  to  its  former  vote. 
Sent  down. 

The  preamble  and  resolutions  of  the  Boston 
Commercial  Exchange  were  sent  down. 

RESIGNATION. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Samuel 
Little,  resigning  the  office  of  Director  for  Public 
Institutions,  to  take  effect  on  the  first  Monday  in 
May  next. 

The  question  was  upon  the  acceptance  of  the 
resignation. 

Alderman  Viles— I  should  feel  that  I  was 
derelict  in  my  duty,  having  been  associated  so 
manv  years  with  President  Little  upon  the  Board 
of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  did  I  not 
bear  my  testimony  to  him  for  his  faithfulness  to 
the  city  of  Boston  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties 
connected  with  that  department,  you  will  find 
his  private  carnage  early  in  the  morning  and  late 
in  the  evening  at  seme  one  or  other  of  the  in- 
stitutions. You  will  find  him  in  the  middle  of  the 
day  at  the  directors'  office  talking  with  the 
superintendents  and  watching  over  the  depart- 
ment as  closely  as  though  he  owned  it  all. 
His  faithful  care,  fidelity  and  industry  in  this 
department,  the  city  of  Boston  can  ill  afford 
to  lose.  He  has  given  more  time  to  those 
institutions  than  any  member  of  this  Board  gives 
to  his  duties  every  day.  I  very  much  regret  that 
he  has  tendered  his  resignation;  but  as  he  has 
seen  fit  to  do  it,5we  are  obliged  to  accept  it;  and 
after  consultation  with  him  I  am  satisfied  that  he 
means  it.  I  move  that  the  communication  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions. 
Tcan  say  the  same  in  regard  to  Mr.  Charles  J. 
Prescott,  whose  resignation  has  been  submitted. 
His  valuable  time  has  been  given  with  faithful- 
ness to  the  interests  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
the  city  can  ill  afford  to  lose  his  services. 

The  resignation  of  Mr.  Little  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Viles  the  resignation  of 


Mr.  Prescott  from  the  same  board  was  taken  from 
the  table,  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Institutions. 

SOUTH  SCALES. 

The  annual  report   of   the   Superintendent  of 

North  Scales  was  received  and  sent  down.    Total 

receipts,   $198.07;    paid  into  city  treasury,  $62.44; 

expenses,  $16.79:  fees  of  officer,  $79.23. 

LOCATION  ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mid- 
dlesex Railroad  Company  accepting  their  twenty- 
fourth  and  twenty-fifth  locations,  granted  by 
this  Board  March  21, 1881.    Placed  on  file. 

PETITIONS  FOE  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Petitions  were  received  for  leave  to  locate  and 
use  steam  engiues,  as  follows: 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines. 

Bay  State  Pump  Company,  to  erect  and  use  a 
steam  engine  at  21  Charlestown  street. 

Mowry  &  Porter,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  en- 
gine and  boiler  at  786  Washington  street. 

Oakland  Garden  Association,  to  erect  and  use  a 
stationary  steam  engine  at  the  Oakland  Gardens, 
rear  of  Columbia  street,  Ward  24. 

Orders  were  severally  passed  for  hearings 
thereon  on  Monday,  May  9,  1881,  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 

PUBLIC    LANDS. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  remon- 
strance of  Ambrose  A.  Kanney  and  others  against 
location  of  repair  shop  for  Fire  Department  on 
city  land  on  East  Newton  street,  the^City  Council 
having  decided  against  placing  such  shop  in  the 
location  named.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petition 
of  Francis  G.  Sager  that  a  bond  and  agreement 
be  substituted  tor  the  mortgage  held  by  the  city 
upon  his  estate,  purchased  of  the  city  at  the 
corner  of  High  and  School  streets,  at  Charles- 
town,  said  mortgage  having  been  foreclosed  since 
the  reception  of  said  petition,  and  the  estate  hav- 
ing been  taken  possession  of  again  by  the  city 
and  sold  to  another  person.  Accepted.  Sent 
down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following,  from 
the  Committee  on  Licenses: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  minors'  applica- 
tions as  follows:  Seven  newsboys,  eight  boot- 
blacks. 

Amusement  licenses  granted— W.  C.  Coup,  to 
exhibit  his  circus,  etc..  at  the  Coliseum  Grounds, 
April  25  to  30,  inclusive;  Tompkins  &  Hill,  to  give 
sacred  concert  at  Boston  Theatre  on  Sunday, 
April  24. 

Severally  accepted. 

a  HE  SYSTEM  OF  WATERING  STREETS. 
Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Committee  on  Health,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  order  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
the  city  of  Boston  making  the  necessary  con- 
tracts for  watering  the  streets,  avenues,  etc.,  of 
the  city,  submit  the  following  statement: 
The  watering  of  the  streets  of  the  city 
has  always  been  conducted  by  private 
enterprise,  and  licenses  have  been  granted  to  re- 
sponsible parties  who  are  proprietors  of  sixty- 
seven  carts,  with  116  horses  and  employing 
seven  y-nine  men.  With  these  teams  it  is  calculat- 
ed about  seventy  miles  of  street  are  watered 
daily  (weather  permitting).  There  are  346  miles 
of  streets,  -\nd  your  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  250  miles  of  streets  would  be  watered,  re- 
quiring the  employment  of  250  teams,  at  $4.75  per 
day,  which  for  208  days,  or  the  watering  season, 
would  amount  to  $246,400.  Add  to  this  the  cost 
of  fresh  water,  $30,000,  and  you  have  a  total  of 
$276,400.  As  licenses  for  the  present  year  have 
been  granted,  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  precedent  would  be  a  bad  one  to  estab- 
lish now,  and  report  inexpedient  to  make  con- 
tracts for  watering  the  streets  and  avenues  of 
the  city.       For  the  Committee, 

Joseph  Caldwell,  Chairman. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

PERMITS   FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Hersey  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Steam  Engiues: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions, on  petitions  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
steam  engiues,  as  follows: 

Lockwooa  &  Brintnall,  to  erect  a  melting  fur- 
nace at  8  City  Hall  avenue. 
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George  E.  Mori  ill,  to  erect,  and  use  a  stationary 
steam  engine  at  10  Chamber  street.  Charlestown. 
Fairfield  &  Uertz,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
engine  at  474  Tremont  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

CHILDREN'S  HOSPITAL. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Health,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred tbe  petition  01  Robert  C.  Wintbrop  and 
others.  Trusiees  of  the  Children's  Hospital,  for 
leave  to  establish  ami  maintain  tbeir  institution 
at  the  coiner  of  Huntington  avenue  and  Camden 
street,  have  attended  to  tbe  duty  assigned,  and 
report  the  accompanying  order. 
For  the  Committee, 

Joseph  Caldwell,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  given  to  the  Trustees  of 
tbe  Children's  Hospital  to  erect  and  maintain,  at 
the  corner  of  Cainden  street  and  Huntington 
avenue,  a  hospital  building  for  the  care  and 
treatment  of  the  cases  authorized  in  their  act  of 
incorporation,  chapter  44  of  the  statutes  of  1869, 
and  all  acts  subsequent  thereto. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Alderman  Viles— I  desire  to  have  that  matter 
laid  over  one  week.  I  Think  that  all  orders  estab- 
lishing hospitals  should   lie  over  for   one  week. 

Alderman  Caldwell — I  would  state  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Alderman  that  this  is  a  piece  of 
land  which  nas  been  bought  by  Franklin  Haven 
and  other  gentlemen  who  torm  the  association. 
They  have  their  plans  for  the  building  all  made 
and  it  will  be-  a  great  accommodation  if  it  goes 
through  without  delay.  No  objection  whatever 
has  been  raised  to  the  proposition. 

Alderman  Yiles  withdrew  his  objection  and  the 
order  was  passed. 

PRINCE    SCROOL    YARD. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction: 

Report  on  request  of  School  Committee  for  en- 
largement of  Prince  Schoolhouse,  recommending 
the  passage  of  an  order — That  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction  be  authorized  to  purchase 
from  Silas  W.  Merrill,  for  the  enlargement  of  the 
Prince  Schoolhouse  yard,  a  parcel  of  land  situated 
OP  Newbury  street,  containing  33G0  square  teet, 
more  or  less,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  eleven 
tbousand  dollars;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  that  purpose.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

POLICE     DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Police: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  El- 
vira D.  Hutchinson,  widow  of  George  N.  Hutchin- 
son, a  police  pensioner,  to  be  allowed  the  pension 
which  would  have  been  due  said  Hutchinson  for 
tbe  month  of   March.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  recommending  that  the  petition  of  Hen- 
ry Bornstein  and  others  tor  an  increase  in  the  po- 
lice force  at  night,  be  referred  to  the  Police  Com- 
missioners.   Accepted. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of 
Philip  McMahon,  to  be  paid  for  tbe  loss  of  a  cow 
inconsequence  of  injuries  caused  by  dogs.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report  in  part  on  request  of  Police  Commission- 
ers for  certain  changes  io  the  police  ordinances, 
recommending  the  passage  of  an  order — That  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  be  requested  to  report 
an  amendment  to  tbe  ordinance  in  relation  to  the 
Police  Department  by  strik'og  out  of  section  l 
tbe  words  "for  duty  at  police  headquarters  and 
Superintendent's  office,  including  two  for  clerical 
service  in  Superintendent's  office."  Order  passed. 
Sent  down. 

Report  on  communication  of  the  Mayor  rela- 
tive to  appointment  of  prison  matrons,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  be  requested  to  report  an 
amendment  to  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  the 
Police  Department,  providing  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  matron  lor  duty  at  the  city  prison  and 
central  police  stations. 

Alderman  Viles— That  is  tor  the  appointment 
of  a  matron  at  tbe  central  station  in  order  to 
look  alter  women  brought  there  who  have  to  be 
searched.  She  will  also  be  in  readiness  to  go  to 
tbe  different  police  stations  if  required.  This  is 
at  tbe  suggestion  of  bis  Honor  tne  Mayor,  upon 
the  request  of  many  citizens,  and  the  committee 
recommend  it  unanimously. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 


SWING    SIGNS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
George  P.  Hopkins  to  project  a  druggist's  mor- 
tar at  corner  of  Yeoman  and  Hampden  streets. 
Accepted. 

LAND     DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Flynn  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  tbe  part  of  the 
Board : 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  in  laying  out  streets  as  follows:  Rob- 
ert Jacob  Tatt,  $20,  widening  of  King  street,  at 
the  corner  of  Dorchester  avenue.    Passed. 

SALARIES. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  (City 
Doc.  No.  56): 

Tne  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Salaries  beg 
leave  to  submit  herewith  orders  establishing  the 
salaries  of  the  several  city  officers  for  the  year 
beginning  on  the  first  day  of  April,  1881. 

The  changes  proposed  in  the  salaries,  and  allow- 
anca  for  clerk  hire,  as  now  established,  are  as 
follows: 

Officer.       Present  Proposed  Net  In- 

salary.    salary.      Inr'se.  D'crse.  cre'se. 
City  Cl'k,  for 

clerk  hire,   gll.460    g!2,500    gl,040 
Asst.    Clerk 

of  Comm'n 

Council....        1,200        1.3C0         100 
Clc'k  of  com- 
mittees....       2,750         3,300  550 
Second  Aest. 

Messenger  600  GOO         100 

City  Tr'urer       5,000        5,760         750 
Auditor  of 

Accounts..       5,000        5,750         750 
Auditor  of 

clerk  hire.     10,700      12,700      2,000 

City  Collec- 
tor, for  c'k 
hire 3,700        4,700      1,000 

CitySolc'tor       5,000        4,000         ....81,000 

1st  Asst.  So- 
licitor... ..        3,000         2,600  ....        400 

2nd  Asst.  So- 
licitor        2.600        2,100         ....       600 

3d  Asst.  So- 
licitor (of- 
fice abol- 
ished)         2,100        2,100 

CityEngin'r       4,500         5,000  500 

Water  Reg- 
istrar        2,800        3,000         200 

Sealer  of 
Weights  it 
Meatures.        1,800        2,000         200 

4  Deputy 
Sealers  of 
Weights  & 
Measures, 
(81.000  & 
»2,000ea.)       4,000        4,800         800 

1    Aest.   In-  • 

spector   of 
Buildings.        1,350        1,500         150 

City  Regis- 
trar, for 
clerk  hire.       4,100        5,000         900 

Supt.  of  Sts.        3,400         3,800  400 

SuDt.  Public 
Buildings.        3,200        3,500         300 

Supt.  Fan- 
cuil  Hall 
Market....        2,200         2,400  200 

Supt.  Lamps        2,800         3,000  200 

City  Archi- 
tect         2,800         3,000  200 

Supt.  Con- 
gress-atr't 
Bridge 2,900        3.450         550 

Supt.  M:i  hi'n 

Bridge 900        1,350         450 

Supt.  Ml. 
Wash.-ave. 
Bridge 2,000         2,750  750 

Supt.  Feder- 
al -  street 
Bridge....       2,700        2,750  50 

Supt.  liover- 
st.  Bridge.       2.500        2,650         160 

Supt.  Merid- 
ian -  street 
Bridge 1,000        1,450         450 

Supt.  Nepon- 
set  Bridge.  300  400         100 

Supt.  <>ran- 
ite  Bridge.  250  200         ....  50 

Supt  Cb'rleg- 
rlverB'dge       1,500        2,450         950 

Supt  Warren 
Bridge 1,600        2,460         950 
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Officer.       Present  Proposed  Net  In- 

salary,     salary.       Iur'se.  D'crse.  cre'se. 

Supt.  Essex- 
st.  Bridge 
(S300  and 
tolls) 413  400         ....  13 

Supt.  Cam- 
bridge -  St. 
Bridge, 
West'n-av. 
Bridge,  N. 
Harv'rd-st. 
Bridge 650  750         100 

Snpt.  Chel- 
sea Bridge 
(north)...'.       1.800        1,550         ....       250 

Supt.  Chel- 
sea Bridge 
(south)....        1,668        2,100         432 

Supt.  North 
Beacon-st. 
Bridge, 
West'n-av- 
enue  B'ge, 
to  Water- 
town 118  150  32 

3  Assessors  *2700ea  3000  ea 

s  assessors  |     8,100        9,000         900 

Tjtal gll4,259  8126,150  816,20484,313  §11,891 

The  committee  also  report  salaries  for  the  two 
new  offices  created  by  the  ordinance,  recently 
adopted,  relating  to  the  Law  Department,  name- 
ly— 

Corporation  Counsel 85,000 

Second  Conveyancer 1,800 


86,800 
Respectfully  submitted. 

Lucius  Slade. 
"William  Woolley. 
William  Frost. 
John  P.  Hilton. 
Alden  E.  Viles. 
Nathaniel   Bkimpecom. 
Philip  J.  McLaughlin. 
Mabtin  S.  McCokmick. 
Ordered,  That  the  salaries  of   the  following- 
named  officers  for  the  year  beginning  on  the  first 
day  of  April,  1881,  and  until   otherwise  ordered 
(with  the  exception   of  his    Honor  the    Mayor), 
shall  be  as  herein  mentioned,  to  be  paid  monthly, 
subject  to  the  deduction  of  any  and  all  sums  due 
from  such  officers  tc  the  city. 

Section  1.  The  salary  of  the  Mayor  shall  be  as 
fixed  by  the  convention  of  the  City  Council  on 
the  21st  day  of  November,  1864,  viz.,  at  the  rate  of 
$5000  per  annum,  beginning  with  the  first  Mon- 
day of  January;  and  he  shall  be  allowed  the  use 
of  a  horse  and  vehicle  at  the  expense  of  the  city. 
Sect.  2.  The  salary  of  the  Mayor's  Clerk  shall 
be  at  the  rate  of  $1800  per  annum. 

Sect.  3.  The  salary  of  the  City  Clerk  shall  be  at 
the  rate  of  $4000  per  annum.  The  salary  of  the 
Assistant  City  Clerk  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $2000 
per  annum;  and  there  shall  be  allowed  to  the  City 
Clerk  a  sum  not  exceeding  $10,500,  to  be  paid  to 
his  other  assistant  clerks  during  the  salary  year, 
in  mouthly  instalments,  through  the  office  of  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts,  on  a  pay  roll  certified  to  by 
the  City  Clerk.  The  City  Clerk  shall  account  for 
all  fees  for  recording  mortgages  of  personal 
property,  and  for  all  other  sums  of  money  re- 
ceived in  his  official  capacity. 

Sect.  4.  The  salary  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Common 
Council  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $1800  per  annum; 
and  there  shall  be  allowed  for  clerk  hire  $1300,  to 
be  paid  during  the  salary  year,  in  mouthly  instil- 
ments, through  the  office'  of  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts, on  a  payroll  certified  to  by  said  clerk. 

Sect.  5.  The  salary  of  the  Clerk  of  Committees 
of  the  City  Council  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $3300 
per  annum.  The  salary  of  the  Assistant  Clerk  of 
Committees  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $1500  per  an- 
num. 

Sect.  6.  The  salary  of  the  Messenger  of  the 
City  Council  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $2000  per  an- 
num. The  salary  of  the  First  Assistant  Messen- 
§er  shall  be  ar.  the  rate  of  $900  per  annum;  of  the 
econd  Assistant  at  the  rate  of  $600  per  annum ; 
of  the  Third  Assistant  at  the  rate  of  $500  per 
annum. 

Sect.  7.  The  salary  of  the  City  Treasurer  shall 
be  at  the  rate  of  $5000  per  annum,  and  he  shall  be 
allowed  the  further  sum  of  $750  per  annum  for 
services  as  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners on  the  Sinking  Funds;  also  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $17,400,  to  be  paid  to  his  regular  clerks 
(luring  the  salary  year,  in  monthly  instalments, 
through  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  on 
a  pay  roll  certified  to  by  said  treasurer.  And  he' 
shall  account  for  all  fees,  moneys  and  commis- 


sions  which   lie   may  receive  in  his  official  ca- 
pacity. 

Sect.  8.  The  salary  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $5000  per  annum,  and  he 
shall  be  allowed  the  further  sum  of  $750  per  an- 
num, for  services  as  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  on  the  Sinking  Funds;  also  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $12,700,  to  be  paid  to  his  clerks 
during  the  salary  year,  in  monthly  instalments, 
on  a  pay  roll  certified  to  by  said  Auditor.  He 
shall  account  for  all  sums  of  money  received  in 
his  official  capacity. 

Seer.  9.  The  salary  of  the  City  Collector  shall  be 
at  the  rate  of  $4000  per  annum,  said  sum  to  be  in 
full  compensation  for  all  services  performed  for, 
or  on  account  of,  the  city  of  Boston  and  the 
county  oi  Suffolk;  and  there  shall  be  allowed  a 
sum  not  exceeding  $10,600,  to  be  paid  to  his  regu- 
lar clerks  during  the  salary  year,  in  monthly  in- 
stalments, on  a  pav  roll  certified  to  by  said  Col- 
lector; also  $4700  for  extra  clerk  hire;  also  for 
one  clerk,  at  the  rate  of  $300  per  annum,  to  be 
paid  from  the  receipts  for  liquor  liceuses;  also  for 
one  clerk,  at  the  rate  of  $400  per  annuo'.,  to  be  paid 
from  the  Cochituate  Water  Works  revenue.  The 
salary  of  each  Deputy  Collector  shall  be  at  the 
rate  of  $1700  per  annum,  which  shall  be  in  full 
compensation  for  all  services  rendered  to  the 
city,  and  their  whole  time  shall  be  given  to  the 
duties  of  the  Collector's  Department.  The  Deputy 
Collectors  for  Dorchester,  Brighton  and  West 
Roxbury  shall  be  allowed  a  sum  not  exceeding 
$20 J  in  the  aggregate  for  horse  hire.  The  salary 
of  the  Deputy  Collector  and  Receiver  of  Water 
Rates  shall  be  at  the  rate  oi  $2200  per  annum,  the 
same  to  be  paid  from  the  Cochituate  Water 
Works  revenue. 

Sect.  10.  The  salary  of  the  Corporation  Coun- 
sel shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $5000  per  annum.  The  sal- 
ary of  the  City  Solicitor  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $4000 
per  annum.  The  salaries  of  the  Assistant  Solicit- 
ors shall  be  as  follows :  The  First  Assistant  at  the 
rate  of  $2600  per  annum;  the  Second  Assistant  at 
the  rate  of  $2100  per  annual.  The  salarv  of  the 
First  Conveyancer  shall  be  at  the  rate  "of  $3000 
per  annum;  the  salary  of  the  Second  Conveyancer 
shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $1800  per  annum.  The  sal- 
ary of  the  Clerk,  appointed  by  the  Solicitor,  shall 
be  at  the  rate  of  $1500  per  annum. 

Ordered,  That  the  salaries  of  the  following 
officers,  for  tne  year  beginning  on  the  first 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-one,  and  until  otherwise  ordered,  shall  be 
as  herein  mentioned,  to  be  paid  monthly,  subject 
to  the  deduction  of  any  and  all  sums  due  from 
such  officers  to  the  city. 

Section  1.  The  salary  of  the  City  Engineer 
shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $5000  per  annum,  and  the 
committee  on  his  department  shall  allow  him 
the  use  of  a  horse  and  vehicle,  for  which  they 
shall  approve  the  bills. 

Sect.  2.  The  salary  of  the  City  Surveyor  shall 
be  at  the  rate  of  $3100  per  annum. 

Sect.  3.  The  salary  of  the  Water  Registrar 
shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $3000  per  annum. 

Sect.  4.  The  salary  of  the  Harbor  Master  shall 
be  at  the  rate  of  $1500  per  annum. 

Sect.  5.  The  salary  of  the  Sealer  ot  Weights 
and  Measures  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $2000  per  an- 
num; the  salary  of  each  Deputy  Sealer  of  Weights 
and  Measures  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $1200  per 
annum. 

Sect.  6.  The  salaries  of  the  ir>ernbers  ot  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  shall  be  at  the 
rate  of  $3000  each  per  annum.  The  salary  of  the 
Clerk  of  said  board  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $2000 
per  annum:  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  services 
performed  for  said  board,  and  also  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Laying  Out  ana  Widening  Streets. 

Sect.  7.  The  salary  of  the  Inspector  of  Build- 
ings shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $2800  per  annum;  and 
the  committee  on  his  department  shall  allow  him 
the  use  of  a  horse  and  vehicle,  for  which  they 
shall  approve  the  bills.  The  salary  of  the  Clerk 
to  the  Department  for  the  Survey  and  Inspection 
of  Buildings  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $1800  per  an- 
num. The  salary  ot  the  Assistant  Inspector  of 
Buildings,  acting  as  draughtsman  or  architect, 
shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $1500  per  annum.  The 
salary  of  each  of  the  other  Assistant  Inspectors 
of  Buildings  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $1350  per  an- 
num. 

Sect.  8.  The  salaries  of  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  shall  be  at  the  rate 
ot  $3000  each  per  annum. 

Sect.  9.  The  salaries  of  the  Registrars  of  Voters 
shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $2500  each  per  annum;  and 
there  shall  be  allowed  a  sum  not  exceeding  $10,- 
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000,  to  be  paid  to  their  Assistant  Registrars  ana 
clerks,  through  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts, on  a  pay-roll  certified  to  by  tho  Registrars 
of  Voters;  the  compensation  of  each  of  tbe  As- 
sistant Registrator  Voters  shall  not  exceed  $3.50 
per  day  for  each  and  every  day's  actual  service. 

Sect.  10.  The  salary  of  the  Inspector  of  Pro- 
visions, apooioted  under  the  authority  of  ohap.er 
180  of  the"  acts  of  the  year  1876,  shall  be  at  the 
rate  of  $1500  per  annum.  Said  Inspector  shall  be 
fumisned  with  an  office  liy  the  Committee  on 
Markets,  and  shall  act  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Health.  The  salary  of  the  Inspector 
appointed  for  service  at  the  Abattoir  by  the 
Board  of  Health,  unaer  the  authority  of  chapter 
144  of  the  acts  ol  1870,  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $1500 
per  annum. 

Sect.  11.  The  salary  ot  the  member  of  the  Bos- 
ton Water  Board  appointed  in  the  year  1879  shall 
be  at  the  rate  of  $3500  per  annum;  the  salary  of 
the  remaining  members  of  the  Boston  Water 
Board  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $3000  each  per 
annum. 

Ordered,  That  the  salaries  of  tbe  following  offi- 
cers, lor  the  year  beginning  on  the  first  day  ot 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty- 
one,  <md  until  otherwise  ordered, shall  be  as  nere- 
in  mentioned,  to  be  paid  monthly,  subject  to  the 
deduction  of  any  and  all  sums  due  from  such  offi- 
cers to  the  city 

Section  1.  The  salaries  of  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Health  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $3000  each 
per  annum. 

Sect.  2.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Health  shall  be  at  tbe  rate  of  $3000  per  annum, 
and  the  Committee  on  Health  shall  allow  him 
the  use  of  a  horse  and  vehicle,  at  the  expense  of 
the  city,  and  have  the  same  kept  at  the  city 
Stables. 

Sect.  3.  The  salary  of  the  City  Physician  shall 
be  at  the  rate  of  $2700  per  annum,  which  sum 
shall  include  compensation  for  furnishing  certifi- 
cates to  disabled  soldiers;  and  the  Board  of 
Health  shall  allow  him  the  use  of  a  horse  and  ve- 
hicle, for  which  they  shall  approve  the  bills. 

■sect.  4.  The  salary  of  the  Port  Physician  shall 
be  at  tho  rate  of  $900  per  annum;  and  he  shall  pay 
over  to  the  City  Treasurer  all  iees  received  by 
him  or  bis  assistant  in  their  official  capacity.  The 
salary  of  the  Assistant  Port  Physician  (if  such  of- 
ficer is  needed)  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $850  per  an- 
num, and  sufficient  house  room  and  board'either 
at  Deer  Island  or  Gallop's  island. 

Sect.  5.  The  salary  of  the  City  Registrar  shall 
be  at  tne  rate  of  $2500  per  annum,  In  full  com- 
pensation for  all  his  services,  including  those  per- 
formed under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  as  Superintendent  ol  Burials;  and  there 
shall  be  allowed  a  sum  not  exceeding  $5000  to  be 
pail  to  his  regular  clerks  during  the  salary  year, 
in  monthly  instalments,  through  the  office  ot  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts,  on  a  pay-roll  certified  to  by 
the  Registrar.  And  said  Registrar  shall  account 
to  the  city  for  all  fees  for  entering  and  publish- 
ing intentions  of  marriage  and  for  interments  of 
the  dead;  and  for  his  Assistant  Registrars  he 
shall  be  paid  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty-five 
cents  for  information  furnished  concerning  each 
birth. 

Sect.  6.  The  salary  of  the  Inspector  of  Vinegar 
shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $1500  per  annum;  said  sum 
to  include  office  rent  and  expenses. 

Ordered,  That  the  salaries  ot  the  following- 
officers,  for  the  year  beginning  on  the  first 
day  of  April,  1881,  and  until  otherwise  ordered, 
shall  be  as  herein  mentioned,  to  be  paid  monthly, 
subject  to  tbe  deduction  of  any  and  all  sums  due 
from  such  officers  to  the  city : 

Section  1.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Common  Sewers  shall  be  at  the  rate  ot  $3000  per 
annum.  He  shall  act  as  secretary  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers  and  Drains;  and  said  committee 
Bhall  allow  him  the  use  of  a  horse  and  vehicle,  at 
the  expense  of  the  city,  lor  which  they  shall  ap- 
prove the  bills. 

Sect.  2.  The  salary  ot  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets  shall  ue  at  the  rate  of  $3800  per  annum. 
Ha  shall  act  as  secretary  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving;  and  said  committee  snail  allow  him  the 
use  ot  a  horse  and  vehicle,  at  the  expense  of  the 
city,  lor  which  they  shall  approve  the  bills. 

Sect.  3.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings  shall  be  at  tbe  rate  of  $3500  per 
annum.  He  shall  be  allowed  tbe  use  of  one  horse 
and  vehicle,  or  more,  at  the  expense  of  the  city. 
the  bills  lor  which  shall  be  approved  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings. 


Sect.  4.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Pi  inting  shall  be  at  the  rate  ot    $2000  per  annum. 

Sect.  5.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Fanueil  Hal)  Market,  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $2400 
per  annum;  and  he  shall  account  lor  all  sums  ot 
money  received  by  him  in  his  official  capacity.  He 
sha  1  act  as  Inspector  of  Provisions,  under  the  au- 
thority of  chapter  180  of  the  acts  of  the  year  1876, 
without  additional  compensation. 

Sect.  6.  The  salary  of  the  Deputy  Superintend- 
ent of  Faneuil  Hall  Market  shall  be  at  the  rate  of 
$1300  per  annum.  He  shall  act  as  Inspector  of 
Provisions,  under  the  authority  of  chapter  180  of 
the  acts  or  1876,  without  additional  compensa- 
tion. 

Sect.  7.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Faneuil  Hall  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $50)  per  an- 
num. He  shall  account  for  and  pay  over  ail  sums 
of  money  received  by  him  for  the  city,  in  his  offi- 
cial capacity. 

Sect.  8.  The  salary  of  the  Weigher  in  Faneuil 
Hall  Market  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $800  per 
annum. 

Sect.  9.  The  salary  of  the  Day  Watchman  at 
Faneuil  Hall  Market  shall  be  at  tbe  rate  of  $3  per 
day  tor  each  and  every  day's  actual  service.  The 
salary  of  the  Night  Watchmen  at  Faneuil  Hall 
Market  shall  be  at  the  rate  ot  $3  each  for  every 
night's  actual  service. 

Sect.  10.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Lamps  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $3000  per  annum, 
which  sum  shall  lie  in  full  for  all  his  services. 
He  shall  act  as  secretary  to  the  Committee  on 
Lamps;  and  saia  committee  shall  allow  him  to 
use  a  hor^e  and  vehicle,  at  the  expense  of  the 
city,  tor  which  they  shall  approve  the  bills. 

Sect.  11.  The  salary  of  the  City  Architect  shall 
be  at  the  rate  of  $3000  per  annum.  He  shall  be 
allowed  the  use  of  a  horse  and  vehicle,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  city,  the  bills  tor  which  shall  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Committee  on  Puolic  Buildings. 

Sect.  12.  The  salary  of  tne  Superintendent  of 
Congress-street  Bridge  shall  be  at  the  rate  of 
$3450  per  annum,  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  his 
services  and  the  services  of  such  assistants  as  he 
may  employ;  and  he  shall  employ  one  engineer, 
whose  salary  shall  tie  $750  per  annum ;  also  three 
Assistant  Superintendents,  whose  salary  shall  be 
$550  each  per  annum. 

Sect.  13.  The  salaiy  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Maiden  Bridge  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $1350  per 
annum,  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  his  services  and 
the  services  of  such  assistants  as  he  may  employ; 
and  he  shall  employ  one  Assistant  Superin- 
tendent, whose  salary  shall  be  $550  per  annum. 

Sect.  14.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Mt.  Washington-avenue  Bridge  shall  be  at  the 
rate  of  $2750  per  annum,  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for 
his  services  and  the  services  of  such  assistants  as 
he  may  employ;  and  he  shall  employ  one  Assist- 
ant Superintendent,  whose  salary  shall  be  $650 
per  annum,  and  two  Assistant  Superintendents, 
whose  salary  shall  be  $550  each  per  annum. 

Sect.  15.  The  salary  ot  the  Superintendent  of 
Federal-street  Bridge  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $2750 
per  annum,  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  his  services 
and  the  services  of  such  assistants  as  be  may  em- 
ploy; and  he  shall  employ  one  Assistant  Superin- 
tendent, whose  salary  shall  be  $650  per  annum, 
and  two  Assistant  Superintendents,  whose  salary 
shall  be  $550  each  per  annum. 

Sect.  16.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  ot 
Broadway  Bridge  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $2900  per 
annum,  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  his  services  and 
the  services  of  such  assistants  as  he  may  employ; 
and  he  shall  employ  one  Engineer,  whose  salary 
shall  be  $750  per  annum;  also  two  Assistant  Su- 
perintendents, whose  salary  shall  be  $550  each 
per  annum. 

Sect.  17.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Dover-street  Bridge  shall  be  ?.t  the  rate  of  $2650 
per  annum,  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  his  services 
and  the  services  of  such  assistants  as  he  may 
employ;  and  he  shall  employ  one  Assistant  Super- 
intendent, whose  salary  shall  be  $650  per  annum; 
also  two  Assis;ant  Superintendents,  whose  salary 
shall  be  $550  each  per  annum. 

Sect.  18.  The  salary  of  the  Sunerintendent  of 
Meridian-street  Bridge  shall  be  ar  the  rate  of 
$1450  per  annum,  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  his 
services  and  the  services  ot  such  assistants  as  he 
may  employ;  and  he  shall  employ  one  Assistant 
Superintendent,  whose  salary  shall  be  $550  per 
annum. 

Sect.  19.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Chelsea-street  Bridge  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $300 
per  annum;  said  sum  to  be  In  full  for  his  services 
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and  the  services  of  such  assistants  as  he  may  em- 
ploy. 

Sect.  20.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Neponset  Bridge  shall  be  at  the  rate  ot  $400  per 
annum,  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  all  the  services 
performed  in  tiie  superintendence  of  said  bridge. 

Sect.  21.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Granite  Bridge  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $200  per  an- 
num, said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  all  the  services 
performed  for  the  city  of  Boston  in  the  superin- 
tendence of  said  bridge. 

Sect.  22.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
-Charles  River  Bridge  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $2450 
per  annum,  and  he  shall  be  allowed  the  use  of  the 
house  on  said  bndge,  free  of  rent,  with  the  neces- 
sary fuel  and  lights,  the  said  sum  and  privileges 
to  be  in  full  tor  his  services  ami  the  services  of 
such  assistants  as  he  may  employ;  and  he  shall 
employ  one  Assistant.  Superintendent,  whose  sal- 
ary shall  be  $650  per  annum;  also  two  Assistant 
Superintendents,  whose  salary  shall  be  $550  each 
per  annum. 

Sect.  23.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
"Warren  Bridge  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $2450  per 
annum;  and  he  shall  he  allowed  the  use  of  the 
Douse  on  said  bridge,  free  of  rent,  with  the  neces- 
sary fuel  and  lights,  the  said  sum  and  pdvileges 
to  be  in  full  for  his  services  and  the  services  of 
such  assistants  as  he  may  employ;  and  he  shall 
employ  an  Assistant  Superintendent,  whose  sala- 
ry shall  be  $050  per  annum;  also  two  Assistant 
Superintendents,  whose  salary  shall  be  $550  each 
per  annum. 

Sect.  24.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Essex-street  Bridge  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $400 
per  annum,  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  all  the  ser- 
vices performed  for  the  city  of  Boston  in  the 
superintendence  of  said  bridge. 

Sect.  25.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Cambridge-street  Bridge  (Brighton  District), 
Western-avenue  Bridge  to  Cambridge,  and  North 
Harvard  street  Bridge,  shall  be  at  the  rate  of 
$750  per  annum,  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  all  the 
services  performed  for  the  city  of  Boston  in  the 
superintendence  of  said  bridges. 

Sect.  26.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Chelsea  Bridge  (South),  between  Cbarlestown  and 
Chelsea,  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $2100  per  annum, 
said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  all  the  services  per- 
formed for  the  city  of  Boston  in  the  superintend- 
ence of  said  bridge;  and  said  Superintendent 
shall  employ  one  Assistant  Superintendent,  whose 
salary  shall  be  $650  per  annum,  and  one  Assistant 
Superintendent,  whose  salary  shall  be  $550  pel- 
annum. 

Sect.  27.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Chelsea  Bridge  (North),  between  Charlestown  and 
Chelsea,  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $1550  per  annum, 
said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  all  the  services  per- 
formed for  the  city  of  Boston  in  the  suoerinten- 
dence  of  said  bridge;  and  said  Superintendent 
shall  employ  one  Assistant  Superintendent, 
whose  salary  shall  be  $650  per  annum. 

Sect.  28.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Nortli  Beacon-street  Bridge  and  Western-avenue 
Bridge  to  Watercown  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $150 
per  annum;  said  sum  to  be  in  ful'  for  all  the  ser- 
vices performed  for  the  city  of  Boston  in  the  su- 
perintendence of  said  bridges. 

Sect.  29.  The  salarv  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Commercial  Point  Bridge  shall  be  at  the  rate  of 
$50  per  annnm. 

Sect.  30.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Winthrop  Bridge  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $100  per 
annum. 

Sect.  31.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
East  Boston  Ferries  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $2500 
per  annum. 

Sect.  32.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital  shall  be  at  the  rate 
of  $2500  per  annum;  and  he  shall  be  allowed  suffi- 
cient houseroom,  free  of  rent,  and  board  tor  him- 
self and  his  family  in  said  hospital,  which  com- 
pensation and  privileges  shall  be  in  full  tor  his  ser- 
vices as  Superintendent  ot  said  hospital,  and  also 
as  physician  to  all  the  public  institutions  at  South 
Boston. 

Sect.  33.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
the  City  Hospital  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $2200  per 
annum,  said  sum  to  be  exclusive  of  the  amount 
(not  exceeding  $500  per  annum)  allowed  to  him 
by  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  hospital  for  his 
-services  as  admitting  physician;  and  the  trustees 
shall  allow  him  what,  in  their  opinion,  shall  be 
sufficient  houseroom  in  said  building,  free  of 
rent,  and  board  for  himself  and  family;  but  no 
other  fees  or  perquisites  shall  be  allowed  him. 

Sect.  34.    The  salarv  of  the  Superintendent  of 


Common  and  Public  Grounds  shall  be  at  the  rate 
of  $2200  per  annum. 

Ordered,  That  the  salaries  of  the  following  offi- 
cers, for  the  year  beginning  on  the  first  day  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty- 
one,  and  until  otherwise  ordered,  shall  be  as 
herein  mentioned,  subject  to  the  deduction  of 
any  and  all  sums  due  from  such  officers  to  the 
city: 

Section  1.  The  salary  of  the  Chairman  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Five  Assessors  shall  be 
at  the  rate  of  $3200  each  per  annum;  the  salaries 
of  the  other  three  members  of  the  board  shall  be 
at  the  rate  of  $3000  each  per  annum;  said  sums  to 
include  the  allowance  provided  for  by  the  Gener- 
al Statutes  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Sect.  2.  The  salary  of  the  First  Assistant  As- 
sessors shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $7,  and  the  salary 
of  the  Second  Assistant  Assessors  at  the  rate  of 
$5,  for  each  and  every  day  of  actual  service  while 
engaged  in  street  duty  or  revising  assessments; 
and  there  shall  be  paid  a  further  sum  ot  $350  to 
each  First  Assistant  Assessor,  for  attending  all 
the  sessions  ot  the  Board  of  Assessors,  and  the 
First  Assistants;  and  for  non  attendance  there 
shall  be  deducted  a  pro  rata  amount.  The  amount 
of  service  rendered  by  the  several  Assistant  As- 
sessors shall  be  certified  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board  in  such  manner  as  the  Joint  Committee  on 
the  Assessors'  Department  shall  order. 

Sect.  3.  The  sessions  of  the  Board  of  Assessors 
and  Assistant  Assessors  shall  be  held  daily,  be- 
ginning on  the  sixteenth  day  of  June,  and  shall 
not  terminate  sooner  than  the  seventh  of  August, 
unless  dissolved  by  the  Board  of  Assessors. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  and  Treasurer  be 
directed  to  pav  to  the  several  officers  of  Suffolk 
County  the  amounts  prescribed  by  law  to  be  paid 
by  the  county  of  Suffolk. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade,  the  order  was 
laid  over  until  the  next  meeting. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Siade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Market: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  following  peti- 
tions on  the  usual  conditions:  Edward  J.  Jones 
and  R.  S.  Covell,  executors  ot  will  of  A.  H.  Jones, 
to  transfer  lease  of  stalls  Nos.  124,  126, 128,  130,  lc2 
and  one  half  of  22  and  cellar  No.  ?,2,  in  Fanenil 
Hall  Market  to  Charles  A.  Jones.    Accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  of  petition  of  New- 
York  &  New  England  Railroad  Company  for  a 
change  in  location  of  crosswalk  on  Federal  street 
at.  their  station.    Accepted. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  permits  to  move 
wooden  buildinars  oo  the  usual  conditions  by  W. 
R.  Cavanagh,  six  buildings,  and  John  Soley  one 
building.    Severally  accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  to  have  the  dock  in  front  of 
the  Paving  Department  wharf  on  Charles  street 
dredged,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $600;  to  grade 
Gloucester  street,  from  Commonwealth  avenue 
to  Boylston  street,  furnish  and  set  edgestones, 
pave  gutters  and  macadamize  the  roadwav;  to 
build  two  stone  piers  under  the  bridge  of  the 
New  York  &  New  England  Railroad  Company  on 
East  Chester  Park,  in  fulfilment  of  an  agreement 
made  with  said  company,  cost  not  exceeding 
$1200;  to  gride  East  Chester  Park,  from 
Albany  street  to  the  Five  Corners  in  Dor- 
chester, iu  fulfilment  of  an  agreement 
witn  the  property  owners  on  said  street,  and  to 
contract  for  the  required  gravel,  estimated  at 
$35,000;  to  sprinkle  Walnut  avenue,  from  Warren 
street  to  E^lesion  Square,  for  the  purpose  ol 
preserving  the  roadway,  cost  not  exceeding  $334: 
to  sprinkle  Park  square,  cost  not  exceeding  $100; 
to  sprinkle  Highland  street.  Roxbury  street,  Dud- 
ley street  between  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Brook 
avenue,  cost  not  exceeding  $300;  to  sprinkle  the 
following  streets,  at  cost  as  given— Commercial. 
ParK,  Beach  and  Mill  streets,  Dorchester,  $100 
per  month;  Pleasant  street,  Dorchester.  $65  per 
month;  Savin  Hill  avenue,  Dorchester,  $30  per 
month.    Orders  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  edgestone  and  brick 
sidewalk  in  front  of  estate  of  Mary  E.  Bean,  52 
Clarence  street:  Annie  M.  Houghton,  18  Perrin 
street;  John  B.  Voisen,  2  Weston  street;  and  for 
brick  sidewalks,  in  front  of  estates  of  Laming  <£ 
Drisko,  75  Albion  street;  Harrison  Mead,  561  East 
Fifth  street;  Ruth  H.  Tompson,671  and  673  Parker 
street:  Laming  &  Drisko,  420  and  424  Tremont 
street;  S.  W.  Merrill,  211  and  217  Newbury  street; 
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B.  M.  Shapleigh,294  Commonwealth  avenue;  John 
W.  Shapleigb.  296  ditto;  J.  W.  &  8.  M.  Shapleigb, 
298  ditto;  Sumner  R.  Mead, corn,  r  Commonwealth 
avenue  and  Gloucester  street.    Orders  passed. 

CHARLESTOWN  BRIDGE. 
Alderman  Caldwell  (ifCered  an  order— That  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  Xew  Bridge  to 
Charlestown  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
to  submit  their  report  in  print.  Passed.  Sent 
dowr. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Claims: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following 
petition:  Annie  K.  Stevens,  to  be  paid  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  on  Buckingham  street. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

PETROLEUM  LICENSES  RENEWED. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  ou  Fire  Department  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  recommending  the  renewal  of  licenses  of 
Beacon  Oil  Company  to  store  or  keep  for  sale 
petroleum  and  its  products  at  43  India  street, 
and  at  their  factory  on  Chelsea  street,  East  Bos- 
ton.   Severally  accepted. 

BRIDGE.-. 

Alderman  Woolley,  from  the  Committee  on 
Bridges,  offered  the  lollowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be 
authorized  to  repave  IVarreu  Bridge  at  an  ex- 
expense  not  exct  eding  .$1000;  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Bridges.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  repair  Chelsea-street  Bridge  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  tflOOO;  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Bridges.    Passed. 

itcport  recommending  the  election  of  the  fol- 
lowing-named persons  as  Superintendents  of 
Bridges  partly  controlled  by  the  city: 

Essex-street  Bridge — John  E.  Pickell. 

Granite  Bridge— Albert  O.  Thomas. 

Neponset  Bridge— John  G-laven. 

Chelsea  Bridge  (south  draw;— Daniel  S.  Law- 
rence. 

Chelsea  Bridge  (north  draw)— Miles  Koen. 

North  Beacon-street  Bridge,  Western-avenue 
Bridge  to  Watertown — A.  D.  Henderson. 

Cambridge-street  Bridge,  North  Harvard-street 
Bridge,  Western-avenue  Bridge  to  Cambridge — 
William  A.  Norton. 

Accepted,  aud  said  nominations  were  con- 
firmed. 

PROPOSED       AMENDMENT       OF        THE        BUILDING 
ORDINANCE. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following: 

Toe  Committee  on  Ordinances,  who  were  re- 
quested to  report  an  amendment  to  the  ordinance 
in  relation  to  the  regulation  and  inspection  of 
buildings,  regarding  the  height  of  sills  of  build- 
ings, from  the  ground,  haviDg  considered  the 
subject,  respectfully  submit  the  following  ordi- 
nance. 

For  the  Committee, 

Chas.  H.  B.  Breck,  Chairman. 
An  Ordinance 
To  amend  an  Ordinance  in  Relation  to  tbe  Regula- 
tion and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 
Be  it  ordained    by  the    Aldermen  and    Common 

Council  of    the  City  of    Boston,  in   City  council 

assembled,  as  follows: 

Section  1.  Section  23  of  the  ordinance  in  rela- 
tion to  the  regulation  aud  inspec  ion  of  build- 
ing--, as  printed  on  pages  138-140  of  the  edi  lion 
of  the  Statutes  and  Ordinances  of  1870,  is  hereby 
amended  by  strikinir  out  all  from  the  words 
"forty  two,"  In  the  sixth  line  of  said  section,  to 
the  word  "city,' in  the  ninth  line  thereof,  both 
inclusive,  and  substituting  therefor  the  words 
"forty-five  feet."  And  by  striking  out  all  from 
the  word  "above,"  in  the  thirty-seventh  line  of 
said  section,  to  tbe  word  "part,"  in  the  thirty- 
eighth  line  thereof,  both  inclusive.  And  by 
striking  out  all  from  the  word  "fifty,"  in  the 
forty-third  line,  to  tbe  word  "city,"  in  the  fo/ty- 
sixth  liue,  both  inclusive,  and  substituting  there- 
for the  words  "fifty-five  feet."  And  by  adding 
as  a  new  paragraph  at  the  end  of  said  section  the 
rollowlng:  "And  in  no  case  shall  the  sills  of  any 
building  referred  to  in  this  section  be  laid  below 
the  grade  of  the  street  unless  by  special  permit 
ol  the  Inspector  of  Buildings." 

Sect.  2.  Section  27  of  said  ordinance  is  hereby 
amended  by  adding  thereto  the  following:  "Pro- 
vided, however,  that  the  foregoing  dimensions 
lor   posts  and   girts  shall    not  apply  to  buildings 


not  exceeding  four  hundred  ftet  in  area,  and  less 
than  fifteen  feet  in  height." 

Sect.  3.  Tbe  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance 
in  relation  to  tbe  survey  and  inspection  of  build- 
ings, passed  Feb.  26, 1879,  is  hereby  repealed. 

Alderman  Breck  moved  that  the  ordinance  take 
its  second  reading. 

Alderman  Viles  asked  that  it  be  laid  over  for 
one  week. 

Alderman  Breck— I  supposed  it  was  important 
to  be  passed  immediately, on  account  of  the  order 
passed  last  Monday,  for  the  committee  to  report 
forthwith.  The  ordinance  is  drawn  in  consulta- 
tion with  the  Inspector  of  Buildings,  and  meets 
his  approval.  But  there  is  no  objection  to  hav- 
ing it  go  over. 

The  ordinance  went  over. 

THE   MAYOR'S  CLERK. 

Alderman  Breck  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
of  the  last  meeting  whereby  was  indefinitely 
postponed  the  ordinance  relating  to  the  Mayor's 
Clerk. 

Alderman  Slade — Before  we  reconsider,  I  would 
like  to  have  the  Alderman  give  us  some  leasons 
for  it. 

Alderman  Breck— in  the  early  part  of  last  year 
an  order  was  passed  by  both  branches  of  the  City 
Council  instructing  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
to  make  a  complete  revision  of  the  ordinances. 
It  was  found  to  be  a  very  important  work,  requir- 
ing a  great  deal  of  time;  was  referred  to  a  sub- 
committee, who  labored  on  it  very  diligently  all 
through  the  summer  months,  and  finally  made  a 
complete  revision,  which  was  reported  to 
the  full  committee,  and,  after  some  dis- 
cussion, was  adopted  and  reported  to  the 
Common  Council,  where  it  was  laid  upon 
the  table  for  one  week,  and  then  taken  up  and 
another  long  discussion  ensued.  It  was  post- 
poned until  another  meeting,  and  finally  they 
had  quite  a  number  of  discussions  continuing 
until  the  16th  of  December,  when  the  revision 
was  referred  to  the  present  City  Government, 
after  all  this  work  had  been  done  at  a  great  deal 
of  expense  and  loss  of  time  and  labor.  The  com- 
mittee believe  that  something  ought  to  be  done. 
They  concluded  that  if  the  complete  revision 
could  not  be  passed  all  at  once,  the  ordinances 
had  better  be  taken  up  two  or  three  at  a  time, 
and  reported  to  the  City  Government  for  action, 
which  they  voted  to  do.  This  is  one  of  the  first 
sent  in,  aud  we  passed  another  last  week  in 
relation  to  the  Clerk  of  Committees.  In  case 
the  reconsideration  prevails  I  intend  to  move  to 
substitute  one  or  two  words,  omitting  in  the  sec- 
ond line  the  word  "clerk"  and  substituting  the 
word  "secretary,"  and  then  amend  by  adding, 
"and  when  such  an  appointment  shall  be  made 
he  shall  notify  the  City  Council  thereof."  By  put- 
ting in  thoBe  words  it  will  meet  the  objection  of 
tbe  Alderman. 

Alderman  Slade— The  amendment  the  Alder- 
man proposes  to  make  is  precisely  like  the  old 
ordinance.  I  should  not  object  to  changing  lhe 
ordinance  if  I  could  see  that  any  improvement 
was  to  be  made.  As  it  now  stands  the  ordinance 
is  very  short,  and  as  follows: 

"Section  1.  In  the  month  of  January,  an- 
nually, and  whenever  there  is  a  vacancy  from 
any  cause,  the  Mayor  may  appoint  a  suitable  per- 
son to  perform  the  duties  of  clerk  in  his  office ; 
and  when  such  an  appointment  is  made  he  shall 
notify  the  City  Council  thereof. 

"Sect.  2.  Tbe  said  clerk,  shall  hold  his  office 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  Mayor  and  shall  per- 
form such  services,  clerical  or  otherwise,  as  the 
Mayor  may  prescribe.  He  shall  receive  such  com- 
pensation therefor  as  the  City  Council  may  from 
time  to  time  determine." 

I  think  it  is  proper  that  he  should  notify  the 
City  Council  of  such  an  appointment.  The  ordi- 
nance we  declined  to  pass  the  other  night  is 
this: 

"In  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  is  hereby  empowered  to  employ 
a  clerk,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  such  comDensa- 
tion  as  the  City  Council  may  from  time  to  time 
prescribe." 

There  are  only  two  or  three  lines  difference,  and 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Alderman  covers 
the  same  points.  I  think  it  is  better  to  let  it 
stand  as  it  is. 

Alderman  Breck— To  be  sure  there  is  not  much 
change,  but  we  save  something  in  printing  by 
the  condensation.  Not  so  much  in  this  ordi- 
nance; but  when  you  come  to  look  over  all  tbe 
ordinances  you   will   find   a  great  many   pages 
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saved.  In  many  ordinances  the  committee  found 
a  great  many  useless  words,  which  might  be 
saved. 

Alderman  Viles— 1  would  like  to  ask  if  we  are 
considering  any  ordinance  except  this  in  relation 
to  the  Mayor's  Clerk  V 

Aldermau  Breck— That  is  the  only  one  we  are 
considering  now.  Here  is  a  volume  containing 
the  revision,  and  I  presume  every  Alderman  has 
one  on  his  desk.  It  is  the  work  of  a  sub-commit- 
tee of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  last  sum- 
mer. It  took  them  all  summer,  and  was  con- 
sidered at  a  number  of  meetings  by  the  full  com- 
mittee, and  was  finally  adopted  and  reported  to 
the  Council.  But  as  1  said  before,  the  Council  un- 
dertook to  consider  it  section  Dy  section,  and 
failing  to  get  through,  it  was  referred  to  the 
present  City  Government. 

Alderman  Viles — I  fail  to  see  any  good  reason 
why  we  should  reconsider.  The  only  difference  is 
that  in  the  old  ordinance  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
shall  notify  us  when  he  appoints  his  clerk,  which 
I  think  should  be  done.  The  change  is  small,  and 
I  cannot  see  any  necessity  for  it.  I  shall  vote 
against  reconsideration. 

Alderman  Breck— The  amendment  as  proposed 
by  me  leaves  the  ordinance  the  same  as  it  is  now. 
Out  of  compliment  to  the  committee,  I  think  it 
should  be  passed,  after  they  labored  so  long  upon 
it.  There  ought  to  be  some  acknowledgment  of 
the  work  of  the  three  talented  lawyers  upon  the 
sub-coinmittee  for  the  care  they  have  bestowed 
upon  it  However,  it  is  not  for  me  to  urae  the 
passage  of  the  ordinance  if  the  Aldermen  object. 

The  reconsideration  was  lost— 4  for,  6  against. 

THE  NEW  COURT  HOUSE. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitteo.  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings which  was  empowered  by  an  order  passed 
Feb.  9,  1881,  "to  sell  the  whole  or  anv  part  of  the 
Reservoir  Building,  situated  on  Derne  street, 
Boston,  the  receipt  thereof  to  be  placed  to  the 
credit  of  the  Sinking  fund,"  begs  leave  to  report 
in  part  at  this  time  as  follows: 

The  committee  caused  due  notice  to  be  given 
by  public  advertisements  in  the  usual  form  that 
it  would  receive  proposals  for  the  purchase  of  the 
entire  building,  the  material  to  be  removed  with- 
in two  years,  and  also  for  the  removal  of  the 
same,  the  city  to  retain  the  stones. 

On  April  12,  1881,  the  date  appointed,  the  box 
was  opened,  and  but  one  bid  was  found  therein, 
being  an  offer  of  three  thousand  dollars  for  the 
entire  building.  The  estimates  of  the  City  Archi- 
tect and  City  Engineer  were  that  the  reservoir 
contains  sixteen  thousand  cubic  yards  of  granite, 
of  grades  which  cost  the  users  from  five  to  twen- 
ty-five dollars  per  yard  delivered. 

The  City  Engineer  further  states  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  stone,  perhaps  two-thirds,  can 
be  used  by  his  department  within  the  next  two 
years.  It  is  also  thought  that  though  no  buyers 
were  ready  to  bid  tor  the  whole  reservoir  there 
would  be  numerous  smaller  buyers  ready  to  take 
some  portion  of  the  stone  at  a  fair  price  if  the 
city  were  ready  to  deliver  moderate  lots. 

Feeling  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  sell  for 
three  thousand  dollars  property  which  cost  three 
hnndred  and  sixty-eight  thousand  dollars  without 
trying  every  mode  of  obtaining  a  better  price, 
your  committee  has  decided  to  reject  that  bid. 
It  is  therefore  necessary  to  adopt  some  other 
plan,  and  it.  has  been  thought  advisable  for  the 
city  to  undertake  the,  dismantling  and  removal 
of  the  stone  by  its  own  agents,  as  soon  as  the 
basin  is  removed  to  the  spring  of  the  arches 
there  will  remain  the  upright  piers  and  walls, and 
the  cost  of  delivering  the  stone  on  teams  in  the 
streets  can  be  easily  calculated.  Buyerj  desiring 
any  quantity  of  such  stone  can  have  it  delivered 
promptly  and  as  cheaply  as  at  any  wharf  in  the 
city. 

To  do  this  your  committee  will  require  to  em- 
ploy men,  steam  power  and  derricks,  and  will  re- 
quire some  money,  to  be  refunded  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  sales.  An  order  to  this  effect  is  accord- 
ingly annexed. 

Your  committee  would  remind  the  City  Council 
that  this  removal  is  but  a  step  towards  an  end. 
For  some  thirteen  years,  the  question  of  erecting 
a  new  Court  House  was  almost  constantly  before 
the  City  Government.  The  necessity  was  con- 
ceded, but  no  site  for  a  new  building  could  be 
agreed  upon.  Happily,  all  controversy  was  ended 
by  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  Novem- 
ber, 1880,  taking  for  that  purpose  the  Reservoir 
site.    Section   5  of   chapter  128  of   acts  of  1880 


reads  as  follows:  "It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  acting  by  its  City  Council,  to  erect 
within  a  reasonable  time  after  any  taking  author- 
ized by  this  act  a  suitable  Court  House  *  *  * 
upon  the  land  so  taken." 

The  statement  is  plain  and  conclusive.  The 
City  Council  must  erect  a  Court  House  on  the  res- 
ervoir site,  within  a  reasonable  time.  Of  course 
the  City  Council  will  act,  as  usual,  by  a  joint  com- 
mittee, and  it  is  respectfully  submitted  that  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  may  properly  be 
appointed  to  attend  to  the  work.  One  great  ad- 
vantage of  this  choice  would  be  that  the  commit- 
tee in  charge  of  the  stone  could  easily  arrange  to 
retain  such  portion,  if  any,  of  the  present  walls 
and  foundations  as  would  be  of  any  use  in  a  new 
building.  Should  the  committee  be  empowered 
to  proceed  to  have  plans  drawn  by  che  City  Archi- 
tect for  a  new  Court  House  on  this  site,  it  would 
undoubtedly  be  a  compliance  with  the  statute, 
and  indicate  the  intent  of  the  city  to  perform  its 
duty  within  "a  reasonable  time." 

It  must  also  be  considered  that  the  land  cov- 
ered by  the  row  of  dwelling  houses  on  Mt.  Vernon 
street,  adjoining  the  reservoir,  must  be  acquired 
by  the  city.  This  fact  was  stated  last  November, 
when  the  assessed  value  of  the  25,523  square  feet 
so  covered  was  said  to  be  $115,000. 

Undoubtedly  the  Legislature  will  pass  a  special 
act  so  that  the  city  may  take  this  land  by  right  of 
eminent  domain.  But  probably  it  will  not  be  nec- 
essary to  do  this,  as  the  owners  will  be  willing  to 
accept  a  fair  price.  It  seems  desirable,  however, 
tnat  this  fact  should  be  ascertained,  and  this 
committee  might  be  instructed  to  open  negotia- 
tions. 

In  conclusion,  therefore,  the  committee  sub- 
mits the  following  orders: 

For  the  Committee, 

Wm.  Woolley. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  be  and  they  hereby  are  au- 
thorized to  take  down  and  remove  the  whole  or 
any  part  of  the  reservoir  on  Derne  street,  ana  to 
sell  and  dispose  of  such  material  by  private  or 
public  sale:  the  expense  attending  the  same  to 
be  advanced,  if  necessary,  from  the  appropriation 
for  Public  Buildings. 

Ordered,  That  ail  sums  received  from  such  sales 
or  from  amounts  credited  by  transfer  from  de- 
partments of  this  City  Government  using  any  of 
said  material,  b3  kept  by  the  City  Auditor  as  a 
special  fund  from  which  all  expenses  of  removing 
said  reservoir  shall  be  defrayed,  the  final  disposi- 
tion of  the  surplus  being  such  as  may  hereafter 
be  ordered  by  the  City  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  be  charged  with  the  duty  of 
erecting  a  new  Court  House  on  the  reservoir  site, 
and  that  they  cause  the  City  Architect  to  prepare 
plans  and  estimates  therefor  within  a  reasonable 
time;  provided  that  no  expenditures  of  money  be 
marie  for  erecting  such  Court  House  until  the 
same  has  been  ordered  by  the  City  Council. 

Ordered,  That  said  committee  be  instructed  to 
ascertain  and  report  the  terms  upon  which  the 
city  can  purchase  or  obtain  the  whole  or  any  part 
of  the  land  lying  between  said  reservoir  and 
Mt.  Arernon  street. 

Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  printed  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Woolley. 

THE  ALLEGED  TAMPERING  WITH  BALLOTS. 

Aiderman  Curtis  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  Much  nas  been  said  by  the  public 
press  about  the  disfiguring  of  ballots  after  they 
arrived  at  the  City  Hall,  and  it  was  reported  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Counting  Committee  of  1881 
that  in  his  opinion  the  ballots  had  oeen  tampered 
with  since  they  reached  City  Hall,  thus  casting 
serious  reflection  upon  the  honor  and  dignity  of 
the  members  of  the  Board  of  1880  and  of  the  pres- 
ent, sitting  board,  if  it  should  so  appear  to  this 
committee,  it  is  therefore 

Resolved.That  the  present  Committee  on  Count- 
ing Ballots,  if  they,  in  their  judgment,  after  an 
examination  of  the  ballots,  deem  it  of  sufficient 
importance,  make  a  thorough  investigation  of  the 
matter;  that  they  have  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers,  and  also  to  call  counsel  if  they  deem 
it  necessary. 

Referred  to  the  special  Committee  on  Recount 
of  Ballots,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 
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Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions rn  occupy  stables  as  follows: 

Charles  B.  Fox,  Fuller  street,  near  Milton  ave- 
nue, Wanl  24. 

Henry  Cook,  Milton  avenue,  corner  Fuller 
street    WjirtJ  —4 

George  S.  lilaisdell,  Minot  street,  near  Sheridan 
street,  Ward  '.'4. 

Severally  accepted. 

FANEl'IL    HALL, 

Alderman  AVoolley  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Far.euil  Hall: 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  use  said  hall,  as  follows:  By  Charles  B. 
Fox  ami  others,  on  the  22U  day  of  April. 
Accepted. 

VENVILATIOX      OF     THE     ALDBKMA5IC     CHAMBER. 

Alderman  Curtis— On  the  14th  day  of  February 
an  order  was  passed  by  this  Board  tor  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  to  inquire  into  the 
i  I  icy  of  ventilating  this  chamber.  I  would 
inquire  if  there  is  not  "a  rule  which  requires  a 
committee  to  report  within  four  weeks  or  ask  for 
further  time? 

The  Chairman— It  is  customary  for  committees 
to  comply  with  such  a  requirement. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  believe  it  is  stated  in  the 
rules  that  if  a  committee  desire  to  keep  a  docu- 
ment longer  thau  that  time,  they  must  ask  for 
further  time.  Ou  the  14th  of  February  an  order 
was  introduced  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buddings  to  consider  the  expediency  of  venti- 
lating this  room.  Nine  weeks  have  passed  and 
we  h;.ve  bad  no  report  whatever.  Now,  sir,  I 
sympathize  with  the  chairman  of  that  committee 
in  the  performance  of  his  arduous  duties,  but  I  do 
not  believe  that  will  excuse  him.  1  believe  a  re- 
port upon  the  ventilation  of  this  room  is  more 
important  than  any  report  which  has  beeniu^.de 
here  from  that  committee.  I  hope  he  will  give  us 
some  reason  why  the  report  has  not  been  intro- 
duced, and  then  I  shall  have  something  to  say. 
Alderman  Woolley — In  reply  to  the  gentleman, 
mly  say  that  the  document  was  refeired  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  by  whom  it 
was  refeired  to  a  suo-committee,  the  chairman  of 
which  is  not  present  today  to  speak  for  himself, 
bur.  I  will  try  and  speak  for  him.  The  sub-com- 
mittee consulted  with  the  City  Architect,  and  he 
consulted  with  the  party  who  ventilated  the 
Common  Council  chamber,  and  they  have  been  at 
work  since  that  time  examining  the  building  and 
making  up  their  minds  in  what  manner  they 
shall  proceed  to  ventilate  this  room.  The  City 
Architect  informs  me  that  they  meet  with  a 
great  many  difficulties.  Where  they  would  like  to 
construct  liues,etc.,they  meet  with  iron  rafters  and 
witn  abutments,  and  one  thing  or  another,  so  that 
the  examination  has  been  very  difficult.  But  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  full  committee  the  Archi- 
tect thought  they  had  their  Dlans  about  consum- 
mated, and  without  any  doubt  should  be  pre- 
pared to  report  a  system  to  tb9  committee,  and 
also  the  expense  which  would  probably  be  some 


S3300  or  $4000.    It  will  also  require  the  vacating 
of  this  room  for  about  three  or  four  weeks. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  hope  you  will  pardon  me 
for  being  a  little  anxious  aoout  this  matter. 
You  must  remember  that  I  am  located,  as  re- 
gards my  place  of  business,  in  a  peculiarly  un- 
healthy locality,  and  if  one  of  these  Alder- 
men had  been  there  this  morning  he 
would  have  said,  "Curtis,  close  your 
gate3  and  come  to  the  city  for  protection." 
He  would  go  down  upon  my  yard  and  turn  back, 
and  then  to  have  to  come  here  where  it  is  hot 
enough  to  take  a  man's  life  and  tell  me  they  can- 
not report  in  nine  weeks,  I  say  it  is  absurd.  I 
visited  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings 
the  second  week  after  that  order  went  in,  and  he 
said  he  had  the  estimates  for  the  committee  as 
soon  as  they  met.  I  visited  the  City  Architect's 
office  and  he  said  there  was  n't  much  planning 
to  do  about  it,  and  he  could  submit  it  at  any 
time.  I  don't  believe  in  compelling  Aldermen  to 
sit  here  in  this  room.  It  is  unhealthy,  when  these 
seats  are  all  full  and  the  hot  air  is  so  oppressive. 
Perhaps  the  Chairman  may  think  I  have  not  any 
sympathy  for  him,  but  I  have.  I  would  make  a 
report  on  this  subject  in  nine  weeks  if  I  haa  to 
sit  up  nights  to  do  it.  I  don't  believe  in  com- 
mittees having  papers  piled  up  in  their  pigeon 
holes  and  passing  them  by  unnoticed.  1  don't 
believe  there  is  any  necessity  for  such  delay  as 
this  by  that  committee. 

Alderman  Woolley — I  am  sorry  the  committtee 
have  not  been  able  to  report.  This  matter  went 
through  tne  regular  routine.  It  was  referred  to 
a  sub-committee,  and  when  they  report  to  the 
full  committee,  a  report  will  be  made  to  this 
Board.  That  is  the  regular!  order  of  business. 
While  I  do  not  doubt  the  gentleman's  word  as  to 
what  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  or 
the  City  Architect  said  to  him,  it  certainly  does 
not  agree  with  the  report  made  to  the  committee. 
I  think  the  gentleman  must  have  misunderstood 
the  Architect  and  the  Superintendent,  or  they 
misunderstood  him.  The  subject  was  discussed 
at  our  last  meeting',  and  I  have  no  doubt  we 
shall  be  ready  in  a  short  time  to  report  a  system 
of  ventilization  for  this  chamber. 

Alderman  Curtis — The  gentleman  states  that  it 
will  cost  S3000  or  S4000.  Now  I  should  like  to  ask 
if  it  takes  the  City  Architect  nine  weeks  to  make 
a  plan  to  ventilate  this  chamber,  how  long  would 
it  take  him,  in  comparison  with  that,  to  get  ready 
to  build  a  new  Court  House  ?  I  can  bring  testi- 
mony from  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings that  he  had  an  estimate  in  regard  to  ventil- 
lation  which  was  ready  for  the  committee  when 
they  met,  and  it  was  to  cost  $1500,  and  there 
would  be  some  additional  expense.  Now,  if  the 
City  Architect  cannot  draw  plans  for  a  system  of 
ventilating  this  chamber  in  nine  weeks,  I  wish 
you  would  put  it  into  my  hands  for  a  short  time. 
The  Board  of  Aldermen  can  afford  to  vacate  this 
room  for  three  or  four  weeks  rather  than  sit  here 
and  breathe  this  hot,  stifling  air.  It  is  a  wonder 
to  me  how  you  live  here. 

Adjourned  ou  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

APRIL    31,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council.  Called 
to  order  at  7.45  P.  M.  by  Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT  PRO  TBM. 

The  Chairman— In  the  absence  of  the  President, 
it  becomes  necessary  to  choose  a  President  pro 
tern. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  move  that  we  pro- 
ceed to  ballot  for  President  pro  tem,  and  if  nomi- 
nations are  in  order,  I  would  like  to  Dominate  Mr. 
Charles  E.  Pratt  of  Ward  21. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8—1  second  the  nomi- 
nation, and  I  would  move  that  the  ballot  taken 
be  a.  hand  ballot. 

The  Chairman— It  is  necessary  by  the  rules  that 
the  election  should  be  by  ballot.  Gentlemen  will 
prepare  their  ballots. 

Messrs.  Hart  of  Ward  18,  Wakefield  of  Ward  23 
and  Dudley  of  Ward  4  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  A  ballot 
was  taken,  with  the  following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes 46 

Necessary  for  a  choice 25 

Charles  E.  Pratt  had 36 

Mr.  Pratt 1 

M.  S.  Greenough 5 

E.  B.  Hagar a 

John  Doherty 1 

Thomas  H.  Devlin 1 

Mr.  Pratt  was  declared  to  have  been  elected, 
and  took  the  chair.  Before  proceeding  to  busi- 
ness, the  President  pro  tem.  said — 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council— I  thank  you  for  the 
honor  of  this  selection,  and  I  ask  you  to  bear  with 
me  in  the  mistakes  I  may  make  from  inexperi- 
ence and  f rom  the  suddenness  of  the  call;  for  I 
have  not  had  time  to  look  over  the  papers. 

QUALIFICATION  OF  MR.  FOLAN  OF  WARD  13. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14,  a  commit- 
tee of  one  was  appointed  to  conduct  Air.  M.  T. 
Folan,  the  member-elect  from  Ward  13,  to  the 
City  Clerk  to  be  qualified.  Mr.  Lauten  was  ap- 
pointed as  the  comruittee,  and  Mr.  Folan  was 
conducted  to  the  City  C'erk.  Upon  their  return 
Mr.  Lauten  reported  that  Mr.  Folan  had  been 
duly  qualified.  The  President  assigned  Mr.  Folan 
to  Seat  No.  56,  and  the  City  Messenger  conducted 
him  to  it. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Reports  of  City  Officers.    Placed  on  file. 

Memorial  of  the  Boston  Commercial  Exchange 
respecting  the  extension  of  tne  Grand  Junction 
wharves.    Placed  on  file. 

Report  (no  action  necessary)  on  the  remon- 
strance of  A.  A.  Ranney  and  others  against  the 
location  of  a  fire  department  repair  shop  on  East 
Newton  street.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  peiition  of  E.  D. 
Hutchinson,  to  be  allowed  pay  due  her  deceased 
husband,  formerly  on  the  police  retired  list.  Ac- 
cepted in  concurrence. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  the  petition  of 
A.  R.  Stevens,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
from  a  defect  in  Buckingham  street.  Accepted 
in  concurrence. 

Report  (no  action  necessary)  on  petition  of  F.  G. 
Sager,  that  a  bond  be  substituted  tor  his  mort- 
gage to  the  city  of  Charlestown.  Accepted  in 
concurrence. 

Report  and  order  for  an  amendment  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  Police  Ordinance  to  provide  for  the 
appointment  of  a  matron  at  the  City  Prison,  etc. 
Report  accepted  and  order  passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

WATERING  THE  STREETS. 

The  report  inexpedient  to  make  contracts  for 
watering  streets  came  down  for  accceptance. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— In  connection  with 
this  motion  I  should  like  to  ask  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Health  by  whose  authority  the 
street  railway  companies  are  permitted  to  nut 
this  fine  sand  and  gravel  upon  all  the  tracks 
throughout  the  city.  I  think  they  make  about 
one-half  the  dust  we  have,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
something  ought  to  be  done  to  stop  it.  1  think 
that  it  is  a  matter  that  ought  to  come  before  that 
committee. 


Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5— As  one  member  of  that 
committee,  I  would  state  that  I  do  not  know. 
The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence. 

REPORT  ON  BRIDGE  TO  CHARLESTOWN. 

The  order  for  the  Committee  on  Bridge  to 
Charlestown  to  report  in  print  came  down  to  be 
passed  in  concurrence,  the  question  being  on  the 
passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5 — I  would  like  to  move  as 
an  amendment  that  the  committee  report  two 
weeks  from  tonight  by  adding  the  words,  "and 
that  the  committee  be  instructed  to  report  at  the 
meeting  two  weeks  from  tonight." 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  read  twice  and  passec.    Sent  up. 

CAKCELLATION  OF  TAXES. 

The  order  to  cancel  certaiu  taxes  assessed  in 
the  name  of  Francis  Sager  on  an  estate  corner 
of  High  and  School  si reets,  Charlestown,  came 
down  for  passage  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— I  would  like  to  ask 
if  this  comes  from  any  committee? 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5— It  comes  fro  n  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands.  This  property  was  sold 
by  auction  last  year  by  the  committee  free  of  all 
incumbrance. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

PRINCE  SCHOOLHOUSE  YARD. 

The  report  and  order  for  the  purc'iase  of  about 
3360  square  feet  of  land  for  the  enlargement  of 
thePnnce  Schoolhouse  yard,  at  a  cost  not  ex- 
ceeding $11,000,  came  down  for  concurrence.  The 
report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  was  on 
giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— I  would  like  to  ask,  for 
information,  how  much  laud  there  is  now  connect- 
ed with  this  schoolhouse? 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  cannot  say  exactly 
how  much  land  is  connected  with  this  school,  but 
i  will  say  that  the  subject,  of  this  additional  land 
was  gone  into  very  thoroughly  by  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction  and  the  committee  were  unani- 
mously of  the  opinion  ihat  the  laud  was  necessary 
in  order  to  give  the  schoolhouse  a  proper  yard. 
The  land  that  has  heretofore  been  used  as  a  yard 
tor  this  schoolhouse  has  just  been  occupied  by 
me  addition  ot  an  L  on  the  right  hand  of  tne 
schoolhouse,  facing  Newbury  street.  Therefore 
there  is  no  land  except  that  which  simply  sur- 
rounds the  schoolhouse.  and  that  is  not  suited  to 
furnishing  a  yard.  An  opportuiity  was  offered 
to  buy  this  land  at  the  right  hand,  facing  New- 
bury street,  and  it  seemed  to  the  committee  the 
best  thing  to  do.  Thry  therefore  recommended 
t  latthis  appropriation  should  be  considered  oy  the 
Committee  on  Auditor's  Estimates,  and  it  was  so 
considered  and  reported  favorably. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  would  like  to  ask  the 
committee  how  they  know  the  land  is  worth 
©11,000  ? 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11 — We  only  know  it  from 
these  circumstances:  That  land  is  owned  by  a 
gentleman  of  the  name  of  Merrill.  He  owns  this 
piece  of  land  and  a  good  deal  of  other  land  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  the  price  for  which  he 
offered  to  let  ,the  city  have  it  was  if3  25  per  loot, 
if  the  city  would  take  thirty-five  feet  front  ou 
Newbury  street.  After  some  investigation  the 
committee  came  to  the  conclusion  that  that  was 
a.  fair  price.  The  committee  were  given  to  under- 
stand that  that  price  had  been  offered  Mr.  Mer- 
rill by  some  one  previous  to  the  prospect  that  the 
city  w  uld  take  it.  and  he  had  refused  it. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  it  he  can  state  the  assessed  value  of 
the  land?  I  presume  the  committee  have  care- 
fully considered  this  matter. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11 — I  cannot  state  ex- 
actly, but  my  impression  is  that  it  was  $1.75  per 
foot.  That  was  in  1880— last  year.  But  the  laud 
has  risen  a  great  deal  since  that.  Mr.  Merrill  ab- 
solutely refused  to  sell  the  land  at  the  price  I 
have  named,  and  by  comparison  with  the  value  of 
land  in  that  vicinity  the  committee  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  ihe  price  he  demanded  was  a 
very  fair  price.  The  land  around  there  has 
appreciated  in  value,  as  the  gentleman  who  asked 
me  the  question  is  undoubtedly  aware. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— I  do  not  ask  this  ques- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  provoking  debate,  but  it 
does  seem  to  me  as  though  almost  $4  per  foot  for 
land  up  in  that  section  is  a  pretty  good  price. 
During  the  last  year  the  city  has  sold  some  of  its 
property  and  got  no  such  price  as  this,  although 
it  was  not  in  that  section.    I  really  feel  as  though 
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I  would  like  to  have  a  little  more  information  on 
this  subject. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8—1  hope  this  order 
will  not  pass  this  evening.  1  know  the  people  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Winchell  Sctmolhouse  on  Blos- 
som street"asked  of  the  School  Committee,  and 
the  School  Committee  voted  to  take,  a  certain 
piece  of  land  lor  water  closets,  there  being  old- 
fashioned  vaults  on  the  premises  at  that  time. 
And  this  Committee  on  Publtc  Instruction  on  the 
part  of  the  Council  reported  that  they  did  not 
think  it  w«,s  time  to  take  any  such  land.  Prob- 
ably they  wanted  to  take  ten,  filteen  or  twenty 
feet  of  land.  They  did  not  want  to  go  into 
any  expense  at  that  time,  and  now  here 
they  come  and  ask  for  eleven  thousand  dollars 
for  this  purpose.  As  1  understand  it,  they  have 
got  still  more  land.  I  don't  know  as  the  gentle- 
men know  where  the  Winchell  School  is,  but  I 
will  sav  it  is  the  one  where  Miss  Isbell  bas  been 
teaching,  and  where  some  of  our  Supervisors 
have  been  trying  to  meddle  with  the  teachers.  I 
hope  this  order  will  not  pass  this  evening,  but 
that  it  will  be  laid  over  until  the  next  meeting.  I 
therefore  move  that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table  un- 
til the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Wharton  ol  Ward  11— I  have  no  objection 
to  allowing  the  order  to  lie  over,  but  I  think  the 
parallel  between  this  Prince  Schoolhouse  and  the 
Blossom-street  Schoolhouse  is  entirely  out  of 
place.  The  Blossom-street  Schoolhouse  has  a 
good  yard  already,  and  the  only  question  was 
whether  the  city  should  buy  the  extra  land  in  order 
to  pi  event  certain  buildings  being  put  up  on  it. 
That  was  really  all  that  the  Blossom-street  case 
amounted  tor  whereas  in  this  case  itis  very  neces- 
sary that  the  schoolhouse  should  have  a  yard. 
There  is  no  land  around  it  and  this  piece  of  laud 
is  the  only  piece  that  can  be  taken,  and  if  we  fail 
to  take  this  piece,  the  schoolhouse  will  never  have 
a  yard.  That  is  the  basis  on  which  the  committee 
determined  to  take  it.  I  reiterate,  if  we  fail  to 
take  this  piece  of  land  for  a  yard  in  this  case,  we 
can  never  have  any  piece  of  land  for  a  yard  to 
this  schoolhouse.  I  have  been  down  there  myself 
to  look  at  the  laud,  and  I  am  certainly  of  the 
opinion  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  take 
this  land  if  we  ever  intend  to  have  a  yard  to  the 
school  nouse. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8— My  only  reason  for 
making  the  motion  I  made  was  that  I  had  not  suf- 
ficient "information  to  enable  me  to  vote  upon  this 
question  this  evening  and  vote  away  $11,000. 
When  the  gentleman  states  that  the  reason  this 
laud  at  the  Blossom-street  Schoolhouse  was  to  be 
taken  because  they  were  atraid  some  other  build- 
ings were  to  be  constructed  there,  I  think  he  is 
mistaken.  As  I  understand  it,  there  was  only  a 
small  piece  of  land  belonging  to  a  building  in 
that  vcinity  which  it  was  asked  should  be  taken 
for  the  vaults.  The  vaults  on  these  premises  at 
this  time  are  in  a  terrible  condition,  and  people 
in  the  vicinity  complain  of  the  stench  that  arises 
from  them  every  day.  They  filed  a  petition  to  the 
School  Committee,  and  the  School  Commit- 
tee voted  unanimously  to  send  it  here 
tor  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 
The  committee  come  in  here  and  ask 
for  eleven  thousand  dollars  for  a  yard  to  the 
Prince  schoolhouse,  while  they  reported  against 
this  very  small  piece  of  land  twelve  or  fifteen  feet 
long  and  six  or  eight  feet  wide,  so  that  it  might 
tie  added  to  that  now  occupied  by  the  vaults,  and 
make  some  decera  premises  for  themselves  and 
for  others. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  will  state  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  8  that  the  Prince  Schoolhouse 
is  down  on  the  Hack  Bay,  and  that  makes  a  differ- 
ence. 

Mr.  Emery  or  Ward  18—1  think  it  is  best  to  set- 
tle one  of  these  questions  at  a  time.  Mr.  Merrill 
did  not  try  to  force  this  land  upon  the  commit- 
tee, or  upon  the  Council.  He  is  preparing  to 
build  upon  it  five  houses.  He  did  not  seem  par- 
ticularly anxious  to  sell  it,  but  he  said  if  we 
wanted!  r we  could  take  It.  He  is  already  build- 
ing two  or  three  houses,  and  it  we  do  not  take  it 
lie  proposes  to  build  others.  I  think  that  the  dif- 
ficulty is  tnat  the  Prince  Schoolhouse  had  a  yard, 
but  when  this  extension  was  added  it  left  out  a 
small  yard  in  the  rear.  If  a  building  five  stories 
high  is  put  up  in  connection  with  that  building 
it  will  not  only  make  the  yard  small,  but  it  will 
shut  out  the  light.  The  City  Architect  went  into 
a  very  extensive  investigation,  and  he  says  that 
on  account  of  lijrht  it  certainly  ought  to  be  done. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14— Mr.  Merrill  proposes  to 
build  his  wall  on  this   line.    It   would  cost  some 


thousand  or  filteen  hundred  dollars  for  the  city 
to  build  it,  and  Mr.  Merrill  is  going  to  conform 
his  wall  and  his  adjacent  yard  walls  so  as  to  cor- 
respond with  the  yard  walls  of  the  city. 

Mr.  G-reenough  of  Ward  9— In  justice  I  ought 
to  say  that  to  neglect  this  purchase  would  act  dis- 
advantageous^ to  Ward  11.  The  Prince  School 
on  Newbury  street  is  a  flourishing  institution,  as 
I  understand,  although  I  do  not  live  in  that  vicin- 
ity. But  the  matter  came  before  the  Committee 
on  Auditor's  Estimate-,  and  was  considered  by 
them  before  we  put  it  into  the  appropriation. 
It  will  be  a  misfortune  to  the  school  if  that  prop- 
erty is  built  on  by  Mr.  Merrill,  and  it  is  extremely 
doubtful  whether  we  can  get  the  property  for  the 
sum  of  money  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  appro- 
priate if  we  do  not  take  it  now.  I  hope  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  8  will  not  allow  any  personal 
feeling  in  regard  to  the  Blossom-street  School- 
house  to  prevent  him  from  voting  for  this 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1 — I  am  certain  that  I  can- 
not vote  intelligently  upon  this  matter,  and  I 
therefore  move  to  specially  assign  it  for  halt-past 
eight  o'clock  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Couucil. 

The  President — The  question  is  on  the  motion 
ot  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  that  the  order  lie 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8—1  would  most  re- 
speotfully "withdraw  my  motion,  so  as  to  allow 
the  motion  from  the  gentleman  of  Ward  1  to  be 
put. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  to  half-past 
eight  o'clock  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council 
was  carried. 

THE  POLICE  ORDINANCE. 

The  report  and  order  for  an  amendment  to  be 
reported  to  the  police  ordinance  striking  out  of 
section  1  the  words,  "for  duty  at  police  head- 
quarters and  superintendent's  office,  including 
two  for  clerical  service  in  superintendent's 
office,"  came  down  for  concurrence.  The  report 
was  accepted,  and  the  question  was  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  was  only  going  to 
make  the  suggestion  that  we  put  in  the  words 
"substantially  by"  before  the  words  "striking 
out."  I  have  been  looking  over  the  ordi- 
nance, and  I  find  it  has  been  amended 
two  or  three  times,  and  it  does  not  appear  to  me 
quite  certain  that  these  are  the  exact  words  that 
we  want  to  strike  out  of  the  order.  I  think  it 
would  be  well  to  let  the  committee  report  it  in 
•compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  committee 
that  has  already  reported,  and  I  therefore  offer 
this  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order  was 
read  twice  and  passed  as  amended.    Sent  up. 

GRAND  JUNCTION  WHARVES. 

The  non-concurrence  in  the  amendments  ot 
this  Council  to  the  order  for  the  Legislative  Com- 
mittee to  oppose  the  proposed  bill  to  authorize 
the  extension  of  Grand  Junction  wharves  came 
dowu,  the  question  being  upon  receding  from  or 
adhering  to  the  previous  action  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9 — The  Board  of  Alder- 
men in  this  case  have  adhered  to  their  former 
action,  which  requests  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Matters  to  consider  the  advisability  of  op- 
posing this  bill.  The  Council  at  the  last  meeting 
directed  that  the  committee  should  oppose  the 
bill  without  any  consideration  of  the  merits  of 
the  question.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Council 
perhaps  took  that  action  the  other  night, and  that 
it  would  Vie  better  that  some  committee  should 
look  into  the  matter  before  we  commit  the  city 
to  opposing  or  favoring  a  project  of  such  impor- 
tance. I  therefore  offer  tLe  following  as  a  sub- 
stitute: 

Ordered,  That  a  joint  special  committee,  con- 
sisting of  three  ou  the  part  of  this  Council  with 
such  as  the  Aldermen  may  join,  be  requested  to 
consider  the  proposed  extension  of  the  Brand 
Junction  wharves  and  to  oppose  the  passage  of 
the  proposed  bill  by  the  Legislature, if  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  committee  it  would  be  an  injury  to 
the  harbor  or  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the 
city. 

The  question  was  upon  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  hope  the  substi- 
tute as  proposed  will  prevail,  because  certainly 
the  matter  is  one  of  great  importance  and  prompt 
action  is  very  necessary.  From  my  observation  I 
find  that  when  the  two  branches  once  get  in- 
volved in  disputes  we  are  apt  to  lose  time  in  set- 
tling them.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  gentleman 
proposes  the  most  satisfactory  way  of  meeting 
the  difficulty. 
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Mr.  Dolierty  of  Ward  7— The  committee  thought 
it  would  he  the  best  way  to  leave  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Legislative  Matters  to  look  into  it,  and 
il  they  thought  it  wise,  to  oppose  it.  I  hope  the 
Council  will  agree  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
1  think  it  is  proper  that  the  committee  should  act 
according  to  their  best  judgment. 

Mr.  Wheeler  ot  Ward  10 — L  favor  the  substitute, 
but  I  should  like  to  amend  it  by  increasing  the 
number  on  the  part  of  this  branch  to  five,  and  by 
requesting  the  committee  to  give  a  public  hearing 
on  this  subject.  If  we  have  a  public  hearing  we 
can  all  attend  it  aud  get  information   personally. 

The  President — The  question  is  upon  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  to 
substitute  the  word  "five"  for  the  word   •'three." 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— If  the  gentleman  will 
give  way,  1  will  accept  the  amendment. 

The  President— The  question,  then,  is  on  the 
substitute. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1— I  think  we  have  hardly 
time  for  this  public  hearing  which  is  suggested. 
The  matter  was  before  the  Senate  this  afternoon, 
but  on  account  of  business  engagements  I  was 
unable  to  remain  until  the  matter  was  disposed 
of.  It  was  on  its  third  reading,  I  think.  It  will 
soon  go  to  the  House.  Now,  it  seems  to  me  if  any 
of  the  members  of  this  Council  would  give 
an  hour  or  two  of  time  to  look  that  matter 
upi  they  will  be  convinced  that  the  matter 
ought  to  he  opposed.  In  the  first  place, 
the  bill  before  the  Senate  is  objectionable 
in  this,  that  it  is  overriding  precedent  in  regard 
to  the  establishment  of  Harbor  Commissioners' 
lines.  Since  1840,  whenever  there  has  been  a  time 
for  the  change  of  the  Harbor  Commissioners' 
lines,the  Harbor  Commissioners  have  drawn  their 
lines,  and  they  have  gone  to  the  Legislature  with 
the  plan  and  laid  it  before  them  for  action.  This 
time  they  go  there  asking  for  the  right  of  doing 
as  they  see  fit,  under  the  direction  of  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council.  They  are  gentlemen  who  are 
appointed  by  the  Governor  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Council,  and  therefore,  whatever 
they  do,  neither  the  Governor  nor  his  Council 
have  time  to  look  over;  it  would  naturally  be  as- 
sented to.  Therefore  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  brought  forward  ought  to 
be  opposed  by  us  as  being  one  of  a  kind  of  eases 
that  are  being  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  peo- 
ple and  left  in  the  hands  of  a  few. 

Now,  another  thing.  I  do  not  intend  to  say 
much  upon  this  matter,  but,  if  the  Council  will 
pardon  me  for  taking  up  a  few  minutes  of  the 
time,  I  will  give  the  outline  of  the  facts  in  the 
case.  I  have  had  a  plan  drawn  by  the  City  Sur- 
veyor for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  to  the  Coun- 
cil the  exact  position  ot  these  wharves  if  they 
were  extended  [referring  to  the  plan].  Here 
are  the  Grand  Junction  wharves,  nere  is  the  Bos- 
ton &  Albany  Railroad,  and  here  is  the  Revere 
Beach  &  Lynn  Railroad.  Now  they  ask  to  have 
the  privilege  of  extending  this  wharf  out  so  that 
it  shall  come  almost  on  an  exact  line  north  and 
south.  To  do  that  they  would  have  to  extend 
their  wharf  about  250  feet,  which  would  extend  it 
right  over  the  Bird  Island  Channel,  thereby  stop- 
ping that  and  having  to  make  a  new  channel 
there.  Now,  the  disadvantage  about  that,  as  you 
will  see,  is  that  there  will  be  a  new  channel 
formed,  and  therefore  it  cannot  run  in  its  natu- 
ral, ordinary  way,  thereby  interfering  with  the 
rest  of  the  channel  to  the  east  ot  it.  Here  is  an- 
other point  that  I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to.  These  wharves  here  when  they  were 
originally  started  were  extended  over  almost  to 
Marginal  street,  and  the  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road have  been  filling  them  up  until  they  haye 
got  them  filled  up  to  where  you  see  the  passage 
there  now;  whereas,  if  they  would  take  out  the 
tilling  that  they  have  put  in  they  would  have  as 
much  wharf  room  as  they  want  for  the  berth  of 
any  vessel  that  has  ever  "been  built.  Anybody  can 
see  by  going  there  and  looking  at  it.  I  did  not 
know  it  myself  until  I  went  there  with 
one  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  found 
it  to  be  a  fact.  Again,  the  distance  between 
these  wharves  and  the  Harbor  Commissioners' 
line  on  the  South  Boston  flats  is  less  than  2300 
feet.  There  has  been  complaint  for  several  years 
that  when  these  large  vessels,  five  or  six  hundred 
feet  long,  are  detained  in  the  stream  by  reason  of 
stress  of  weather,  there  is  not  sufficient  room 
to  have  the  berth  that  is  necessary  for  them.  If 
we  extend  these  wharves  out  250  feet,  that  Is 
goiog  to  take  off  just  so  much  berth  room  for 
these  vessels,  which  of  course  will  be  a  great  in- 
jury to  them  and  will  simply  choke  up  the  har- 


bor. If  you  extend  these  wharves,  I  am  told  by 
owners  of  wharves  along  here  that  they  want 
their  wharves  extended;  and  if  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  Company  have  the  right  to  ex- 
tend their  wharves  there,  other  wharf  owners  are 
entitled  to  the  same  grant.  Here  between  Con- 
stitution wharf  and  Weeks's  wharf — I  think  it 
is— the  distance  is  only  1650  feet.  If  you  put  an- 
other foot  od  there,  and  with  two  of  these  large 
vessels  in,  when  trying  to  get  out  of  the  berth  on 
that  side  of  the  stream,  they  have  not  got  any 
way  to  do  it  aud  it  cannot  be  done.  So  you  see 
if  the  wharves  are  extended  here  these  men 
are  entitled  to  the  same  privilege,  and  that  will 
simply  choke  up  the  harbor,  which,  as  we  all 
know,  our  commerce  is  really  dependent  upon,  and 
we  hope  is  going  to  depend  upon  in  the  future.  Now 
then  is  there  any  need  of  their  having  larger 
wharf  room  ?  If  they  are  so  persistent  in  having 
everything  that  is  next  to  them  that  thev  must 
fill  up  that  large  amount  of  wharf  room  and  carry 
it  out  into  the  stream,  then  we  might  as  well  give 
them  the  whole  harbor  and  stop  business.  In 
consultation  with  several  of  the  masrers  of  ves- 
sels, I  am  informed  that  if  you  run  these  wharves 
out  here  and  stop  up  this  channel,  even  if  you  do 
get  a  new  channel,  in  the  winter  when  the  ice  is 
coming  down,  and  needs  to  be  carried  to  the  sea, 
this  channel  having  been  changed  it  will  not  car- 
ry the  ice  out  over  that  channel  as  it  has  pre 
viously  done,  but  it  will  have  to  go  down  iuto 
Governor's  Island  channel;  that  will  necessarily 
choke  up  the  only  channel  there  is  open.  I  sub- 
mit that  it  is  not  advisable  to  assent  in  any  par- 
ticular to  having  our  harbor  encroached  upon. 

Again,  here  are  the  South  Boston  flats.  There 
is  plenty  of  room  there  to  make  just  as  much 
hfcrth  room  for  a  vessel  as  you  can  have  anywhere 
on  the  face  of  the  earth.  We  have  got  plenty  of 
property  around  here  that  ought  to  be  used  with- 
out encroaching  upon  the  harbor,  and  that 
will  not  interfere  in  any  particular  with  the 
stream,  but  wiil  be  of  advantage  to  each  and 
every  one  who  owns  any  property  m  the 
city  of  Boston — both  to  its  commerce  and  its 
property.  Therefore  1  submit  there  is  no  reason 
why  they  should  oe  allowed  to  encroach  any 
further.  In  time  they  are  going  to  interfere  with 
the  South  Boston  flats.  In  fact,  no  matter  how 
they  extend  their  wharves,  if  they  are  allowed  to 
they  are  going  to  interfere  with  every  party  who 
owns  any  wharf  property  in  or  around  the  city  of 
Boston.  Now,  take  it  on  the  west  side  of  East 
Boston.  Here  is  berth  room  for  vessels  from  the 
commer-cemeut  of  the  wharf  at  Border  street  to 
the  Harbor  Commissioners'  line — I  think  some- 
where about  1200  feet— large  enough,  almost,  to 
put  in  any  two  of  the  largest  vessels  that  were 
ever  made.  Let  them  utilize  that,  instead  of  com- 
ing around  here  and  encroaching  on  the  narrow- 
est part  of  the  channel  and  the  narrowest  part  of 
the  harbor.  Here  is  Wood  Island.  If  this 
wharf  is  extended  here  this  channel  will  be  in- 
terfered with,  and  these  imDrovements  which 
are  contemplated  over  here  and  for  which  a  bill 
has  just  been  passed  by  the  Legislature  will  be 
substantially  of  no  value;  they  won't  have  any 
way  of  using  the  property  as  it  ought  to  be  used. 
Here  is  the  channel.  They  can  ride  up  there, 
but  they  want  an  opportunity  to  go  both  ways. 
They  want  to  come  into  the  city  and  they  want  to 
have  their  entrance  there.  Another  thing,  this 
channel  here  in  time  is  going  to  be  made  direct 
to  the  sea.  It  is  going  to  be  widened,  and  if  we 
extend  these  wharves  it  is  going  to  interfere  with 
that.  Now  we  have  tor  years  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton paid  large  sums  of  money  for  widening  nar- 
row and  crooked  streets,  but  I  have  not  as  yet 
heard  of  a  cent  being  paid  for  widening  the 
streams  arouud  the  harbor.  People  growl  and 
make  great  complaint  about  our  narrow  streets, 
but  tbey  are  always  ready  and  willing  to  take  the 
land  from  the  harbor,  which  is  the  biggest  thor- 
oughfare we  have  got,  and  which  has  got  to  be 
looked  after  more  than  any  of  our  streets.  It  has 
been  said  by  some  of  the  most  prominent  organi- 
zations in  the  city  of  Boston  that  this  continued 
encroachment  upon  our  harbor  is  going  to  ruin 
entirely  our  commerce.  Now  let  us  see  what  the 
Board  of  Trade  said  in  their  last  report: 

If  there  is  one  thing  more  than  another  that 
Boston  ought  to  regret,  it  is  the  absorption  of  her 
dock  rights  and  privileges  for  warehousing  pur- 
poses and  street  ways.  The  purposes  to  which 
these  clocks  have  been  assigned  can  never  com- 
pensate for  the  loss  created.  Had  modern  im- 
provements been  thought  of  thirty  years  ago, 
Commercial  street  today  would  present  a  deep 


APRIL       21,       1881 


i!ll 


water  trout  tor  the  largest-class  ocean  steamers, 
and  afforded  a  dockage  enclosure  that  car:  never 
ue  equalled  by  anything  connected  with  existing 
improvements.  East  Boston,  South  Boston  and 
Charlestown  would  have  been  developed  in  time, 
but  nothing  would  outweigh  the  tact  that  Boston 
proper  could  embark  her  passengers  and  freight 
without  crossing  bridge  or  ferry. 

The  sale  of  City  wharf,  in  1852,  and  its  utiliza- 
tion for  warehousing  purposes  gave  an  impetus 
to  other  and  similar  enterprises,  notably  Mercan- 
tile-wharf block  and  State-street  block.  But  what 
was  a  success  in  one  case  was  wellnigh  a  failure 
in  all  that  came  afterwards.  The  argument 
held  good  that  as  the  railroads  were  ab- 
sorbing all  the  business  formerly  done 
by  light-draught  vessels,  the  dock  accommoda- 
tions for  this  kind  of  crate  were  unnecessary. 
And  yet  it  was  left  for  a  high  English  official  in 
1852  to  exclaim  against  this  perversion  of  harbor 
privileges.  He  said,  "In  Liverpool  and  London 
we  purchase  whole  parishes  and  spend  millions 
for  a  single  dock,  and  here  you  til)  up  your  water 
front,  capable  of  dredging  to  any  depth,  and 
cover  ic  with  warehouses,  when  you  have  acres 
upon  acres  of  land  in  your  immediate  surround- 
ings that  are  valueless  for  purposes  else  than  the 
erection  of  warehouses." 

That  is  simply  the  evidence  of  a  prominent 
English  official  who  knew  what  the  effect  of  just 
that  kind  of  business  would  be.  He  says  that 
they  in  England  purchase  whole  parishes  and 
spend  large  sums  of  money  rather  than  encroach 
one  single  foot  upon  the  harbor.  Now,  if  that  is 
true,  in  that  case  it  is  not  safe  for  us  with  our 
smail  harbor-  to  have  one  single  foot  of  it  en- 
croached upon;  because  if  we  do,  our  commerce 
is  going  to  be  impeded — it  is  going  to  be  stopped. 
And  I  submit  that  the  committee  that  shall  be 
appointed  ought  to  be  instructed  to  oppose  to  the 
best  of  their  ability  any  bill  that  shall  go  toward 
the  encroachment  upon  the  harbor  of  the  city  of 
Boston. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  7—1  would  move  as  a  sub- 
stitute or  amendment  for  the  order  now  before 
the  Council  that  the  Committee  on  Harbor  con- 
sider this  matter  and  report  to  us  in  print  within 
two  weeks. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  am  glad  the  gen- 
tleman has  made  his  motion.  I  was  not  aware, 
wnen  the  question  was  before  us  last  week,  that 
the  Committee  on  Harbor  did  not  have  it  under 
consideration,  f  think  the  Joint  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Harbor  is  the  proper  committee  to  con- 
sider this  matter.  As  I  understand  it  has  never 
been  before  them  or  they  have  not  made  any  re- 
port upon  it.  1  claim  that  since  they  are  a  joint 
stanaiug  committee  they  are  the  only  committee 
that  ought  to  have  it.  Since  they  have  not  had  it 
in  their  charge  and  it  was  never  referred  to  them, 
we  ought  to  send  it  to  that  committee  and  they 
can  give  a  hearing. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  )0— 1  simply  want  to  ask 
whether  the  Harbor  Committee  has  not  already 
considered  it? 

Mr.  Doherty  ot  Ward  7--No,  sir;  because  they 
have  not  any  information  whatever,  and  for  that 
reason  I  offer  the  substitute,  that  the  committee 
may  look  the  matter  up  fully  and  give  their  re- 
port. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8—1  agree  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  7  that  this  matter  has  not 
been  fully  before  the  Committee  on  Harbor,  and 
I  think  it  ought  to  go  there.  I  think  the  Commit- 
tee on  Harbor  are  more  competent  than  any  spe- 
cial committee,  and  therefore  hope  the  substitute 
will  prevail. 

Mr.  Greeuou^h  of  Ward  9 — I  listened  with  a 
great  deal  of  interest  to  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  1,  and  I  must  say  I  think  he 
has  made  out  a  very  strong  cjse  as  to  the  posi- 
tion in  which  the  city  of  Boston  is  left.  If  I 
thought  the  Board  ot  Aldermen  would  concur  in 
the  action  which  he  proposes,  I  should  vote  that 
the  Council  stand  by  its  previous  action.  But  I 
think  that  haute  is  now  the  thing  thai  we  want  to 
consider.  If  we  decline  to  concur  with  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  has  shown 
that  it  is  very  likely  that  the  whole  thing  will  fall 
through.  If  we  appoint  a  special  committee,  it 
has  got  to  go  back  to  the  Board  for  concurrence 
before  anything  can  be  done.  If  the  Council  refer 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Harbor,  it  has  got  to  go  to 
the  Board  lor  concurrence  before  we  can  do  any- 
thing; certainly  there  will  be  several  days  lost. 
If  we  concur  with  the  action  of  the  Board,  and 
agree  with  them  in  the  position  which  they  have 
taken,  the  Committee  on  Legislative  Matters  can 


consider  this  subject  tomorrow,  and  take  action 
at  once  as  to  what  ought  to  be  clone. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1— Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  interrupt  him  ? 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9-Certaiuly. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1— I  am  not  in  favor  of  con- 
currence with  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  am  in 
favor  of  a  special  committee.  1  am  a  little  op- 
posed to  the  form  of  the  order,  although  I  do  not 
propose  to  amend  it,  because  I  feel  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  D  does,  that  if  we  wait  another 
week  the  Board  will  not  concur. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— If  this  is  referred  to 
a  special  committee  we  should  necessarily  lose 
four  days  for  the  passage  of  the  order  as  it  comes 
from  the  Board,  by  which  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters  are  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  Gova  of  Ward  1— The  reason  1  did  that  was 
because  the  older  gentlemen  on  the  committee, 
who  are  better  posted  in  these  things  than  I  am, 
considered  it  so,  and  I  thought  their  judgment 
good.  I  have  no  special  reason,  but  simply  to 
rely  on  the  judgment  ot  gentlemen  more  familiar 
than  I  am  and  wh  j  know  better  than  I  do. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  would  like  to  ask 
my  colleague  from  Ward  9  why  he  prefers  the 
appointment  of  a  special  committee  to  the  refer- 
ence of  this  matter  to  his  own  committee,  who 
can  consider  the  subject  at  once. 

Mr.  Parkman  ot  Ward  9— In  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion of  my  colleague,  there  are  two  reasons  why 
I  prefer  a  special  committee.  In  the  first  place, 
the  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs  is  not  con- 
stituted to  consider  such  questions  as  this;  it  is 
simply  fot  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  wishes 
of  the  city  at  the  State  House.  The  second  con- 
sideration is  that  with  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10,  making  the  committee 
five,  I  think  the  different  views  of  the  members 
ot  the  City  Council  could  be  better  reached  by  a 
large  committee  than  by  the  Committee  on  Legis- 
lative Matters. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  would  like  to  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  [Mr.  Greenough] 
whether  I  understood  him  to  say  the  effect  of  re- 
ferring this  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Harbor 
would  necessarily  require  some  action  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen?  I  understood  him  to  so 
state.  My  impression  is  the  other  way— that  this 
body  alone  could  reler  this  matter  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Harbor;  but  if  we  undertake  to  re- 
fer this  matter  to  a  joint  special  committee,  that 
would  require  the  concurrence  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  Therefore,  as  it  lay  in  my  mind,  I 
was  of  the  opioion  it  would  be  better  to  reter 
this  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Harbor;  be- 
cause what  we  desire  to  do,  as  I  understand,  is  to 
get  a  report  of  the  committee  as  soon  as  possible, 
in  order  that  our  action  here  may  have  some  ef- 
effect.  in  order  that  we  may  authorize  whoever 
we  please  to  oppose  or  favor  this  measure. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— If  the  gentleman 
asks  me  a  question  I  will  be  very  glad  to  answer 
him.  We  can  certainly  reter  this  matter  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee  on  Harbor  and 
the  Committee  on  Harbor  must  report  to  this 
Council.  Before  we  can  in  any  way  instruct  them 
to  take  any  responsibility,  it  has  got  tc 
go  up  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  It 
we  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Harbor  with  in- 
structions to  report  in  two  weeks,  then  you  in- 
struct them,  and  if  the  Committee  on  Harbor 
takes  this  action,  then  it  has  got  to  be  dene  by 
concurrent  action.  This  bill  was  in  the  Senate 
this  afternoon.  It  seems  to  me  we  ought  to  refer 
it  to  some  committee  who  shall  take  such  action 
as  they  deem  advisable,  and  if  we  can  agree  with 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  save  four  days,  it 
seems  to  me  better  than  to  refer  it  to  some  spe- 
cial committee  or  to  some  other  committee  which 
has  got  to  waste  several  days  in  waiting.  If  we 
refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Harbor— which  I 
think  is  the  proper  committee — and!  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  should  then  concur  in  the  reference 
on  Monday  afternoon,  the  committee  cannot  i>l- 
called  together  iiefore  Tuesday,  and  it  will  take 
a  long  time  to  put  their  report  through  both 
branches.  It  seems  to  me  that  quick  action  is 
necessary,  because  where  the  authority  has  been 
given  in  Charlestown  to  extend  eighty  feet  out 
into  the  narrow  channel,  between  North  End 
wharf  and  Charlestown  city,  where  there  is  hard- 
ly room  enough,  must  be  considered  by  every- 
body as  most  extraordinary,  in  the  con- 
dition of  the  harbor.  And  if  the  Bos- 
ton &  Albany  are  looking  for  power  to 
build  250  feet  across  the  channel,  that  certainly 
requires  action  on  the  part  of  this  Counci'.    I 
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am  very  glad  the  gentleman  has  established  our 
claim.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  advisable  action 
of  the  Council  is  to  concur  with  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  then  the  subject  can  be  considered 
and  acted  upon  tomorrow. 

Mr.  Bartlett  of  Ward  15— As  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Harbor  I  will  say  that  this  matter 
came  before  the  committee,  ana  I  was  in  some 
dcukt  at  that  timi  in  regard  to  referring  it  to  the 
Legislative  Committee.  But  some  of  the  mem- 
bers were  absent,  and  I  not  being  very  familiar 
with  the  Harbor  Committee,  this  being  my  first 
year,  and,  as  Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  7  was  chair- 
man of  that  committee  last  year,  I  consented  to 
have  it  go  to  the  Legislative  Committee,  believing 
that  it  would  do  no  harm.  The  chairman  of  the 
committee  stated  he  thought  it  was  a  matter  that 
should  be  left  to  than  committee  and  could  be 
acted  upon  at  once.  I  will  state  now  that  the 
Committee  on  Harbor  did  not  give  the  matter 
full  consideration. 

Mr.  Mathews  of  Ward  21—1  heartily  agree 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9.  I  be- 
lieve it  very  necessary  certainly  that  the 
matter  should  have  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Harbor.  It  is  more  within  their 
province  than  it  would  be  in  the  legislative  com- 
mittee. But  if  we  refer  this  matter  to  a  new 
committee  it  has  to  be  at  the  cost  of  a  very  con- 
siderable delay,  and  at  this  particular  season  of 
the  year  I  think  immediate  action  should  be 
taken.  I  trust  that  we  shall  concur  and  that  the 
substitute  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8—1  hope  this  matter 
will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Harbor.  I 
think  if  it  is  to  be  considered  by  a  committee  at 
all,  that  is  the  proper  committee. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  regret  to  rise  again 
on  tnis  subject,  but  I  would  like  to  state  my  posi- 
tion. 1  think  we  acted  hastily  the  other  evening, 
and  I  am  not  particular  what  course  it  takes  to- 
night, provided  we  do  not  act  hastily.  We  have 
heard  one  side  of  the  question  clearly  stated,  and 
now  I  think  the  other  side  ought  to  be  heard. 
Whether  it  should  be  heard  by  a  special  commit- 
tee or  by  the  Committee  on  Harbor  is  perhaps  not 
very  important.  Do  I  understand  that  the"  Com- 
mittee on  Harbor  hact  considered  it?  I  think, 
however,  as  I  remember,  it  was  not  very  fully 
considered. 

Mr.  Bartlett  of  Ward  15— It  was  not  fully  con 
sidered. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  might  say  further 
that  I  don't  know  as  I  should  object  to  concur- 
ring with  the  Board.  That  would  seem  to  leave 
it  in  a  safe  position.  My  only  wish  is  that  we 
shall  not  act  hastily  on  so  important  a  matter.  I 
think  we  did  act  very  hastily  the  other  evening. 
If  there  is  any  way  out  of  the  position  we  are  in 
I  shall  be  ve-y  glad  to  get  out. 

Mr.  Eddy  of  Ward  24—1  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  AVard  8—1  would  like  to  in- 
quire what  the  main  question  is. 

The  Presideot— The  Chair  understands  it  to  be 
on  the  last  amendment  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  7. 

Mr.  Lovell— I  do  not  unders'and  clearly  what 
the  previous  question  is  moved  upon. 

The  President— The  Chair  understands  it  to  ap- 
ply to  the  last  amendment  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7,  to  substitute  the  words  "Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Harbors"  for  the  words 
"Joint  Special  Committee,  consisting  of  five  on 
the  part  of  the  Council,"  etc. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10—1  understand  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  7  to  move  that  the  committee 
report  in  two  weeks. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  7— I  would  move  to  amend 
my  amendment  so  that  the  committee  shall  re- 
port immediately. 

The  President— No  amendment  is  in  order.  The 
question  is,  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put  ? 

Mr.  Eosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  think  there  will  be 
ample  time.  As  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
has  stated,  the  question  is  now  before  the  Senate, 
and,  if  it  should  come  into  the  House,  the  com- 
mittee would  be  able  to  keep  it  there  three  weeks. 
I  will  assure  you  if  it  happened  to  get  into  the 
House,  it  could  be  kept  there  three  weeks.  There 
is  no  urgent  reason  why  it  should  be  pushed 
through. 

The  previous  question  was  ordered. 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  7  to  amend 
the  substitute  offered  by  striking  out  the  words 
"joint  special  committee  consisting  of  five  on 
the  part  of  the  Council,  with  such  as  the  Alder- 


men may  join,"  and  inserting  in  place  thereof 
"Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Harbors,"  and  by 
adding  to  the  order  the  words,  "aud  be  requested 
to  report  at  the  meetina  of  the  Council  two  weeks 
from  tonight." 

The  amendment  was  declared  adopted.  A  doubt 
was  raised,  and  a  division  being  had,  the  amend- 
ment was  carried — yeas  29,  nays  25. 

The  question  was  then  on  the  adoption  of  the 
substitute  as  amended. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11  the 
President  read  the  order  as  amended. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— As  that  order  is 
worded,  I  understand  it  would  have  to  go  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  for  concurrence;  and  I  would 
move,  therefore,  that  this  whole  matter  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Harbor.  I  understand 
such  a  motion  would  carry  the  question  to  the 
Committee  on  Harbor  without  requiring  concur- 
rence, and  that  no  time  might  be  taken. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— Would  it  be  in  order 
to  amend  the  substitute  as  it  now  stands? 

The  President — It  would  if  the  motion  to  com- 
mit were  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— The  order  as  it  now 
stands  is  to  commit  the  order  to  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Harbors,  with  orders  to  report 
in  two  weeks.  Would  it  not  be  in  order  to  amend 
that  order  by  striking  out — 

The  President— The  gentleman  from  Ward  11 
has  moved  to  commit  the  whole  to  the  Committee 
on  Harbor,  and  that  motion  takes  precedence. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— With  full  powers  ? 

Mr.  AVharton  of  Ward  11— With  full  powers. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— May  I  ask  what  the  term 
"full  powers"  means  ? 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  should  be  very 
sorry  to  have  the  Council  vote  under  any  misap- 
prehension, and  as  this  matter  of  referring  to 
a  joint  committee  is  a  new  rule,  I  wish  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Chair  to  it,  and 
ask  for  a  ruling,  if  necessary,  upon  it.  I  have 
been  informed  by  other  members  of  the 
committee  who  are  acquainted  with  the 
rule  that  we  cannot  commit  a  matter  of  instruc- 
tions to  a  joint  committee;  and  I  take  it  the  refer- 
ence of  the  matter  would  give  the  committee  no 
instructions  and  no  powers.  If  we  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Harbor  in  the  way  that  the  gentle- 
man suggests,  I  am  airaid  it  would  result  in  put- 
ting it  into  their  hands,  and  they  would  have  to 
report  back  to  this  branch,  not  having  investi- 
gated the  subject  or  considered  the  order.  If  I 
understand  the  ruling  oi  the  Chair  on  the  previous 
evening,  we  cannot  instruct  the  committee  with- 
out the  consent  of  this  branch,  neither  can  we  ask 
them  to  do  anything.  Consequently  I  think  that 
the  gentleman  from  AVard  11  will  rind,  on  reflec- 
tion, that  he  has  only  aelayed  the  matter;  and  I 
think  if  the  Council  accepted  the  motion  we 
should  merely  virtually  table  the  whole  matter. 
If  I  am  right  in  my  remembrance  of  the  deci- 
sion of  President  Bailey  on  this  subject,  it  is  that 
neither  branch  alone  can  instruct  or  direct  a 
committee  to  do  anything.  We  may  refer  the 
matter  to  them,  but  the  report  must  come  troni 
the  Council  which  made  the  reference. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1 — I  hope  the  motion  will 
prevail. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  intended  to  have 
closed  by  asking  a  ruling  on  the  subject,  because 
that  was  a  matter  which  was  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance, and  perhaps  might  be  considered.  I 
stated  at  the  first  that  I  should  ask  a  ruling. 

The  President— Will  the  gentleman  state  his 
point? 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— That  the  motion  to 
reier  by  either  branch  to  a  joint  committee  under 
the  new  rule  would  not  empower  that  committee 
to  act  in  any  way  except  by  reporting  back  the 
subject  matter  to  this  Council — 1  believe,  if  I 
remember  rightly,  that  is  the  decision  that  has 
been  made  by  President  Bailey. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  state  that  he  un- 
derstands the  ruling  of  the  President  this  year 
to  have  been  consistently,  that  the  joint 
rule,  section  10,  which  is  that  either  banch  of  the 
City  Council  may  commit  or  recommit  to  a  joint 
committee  simply  means  without  instructions; 
and  the  Chair  tonight  will  rule  that  way,  being 
requested  to  rule  upon  that  point  simply  because 
that  is  the  practice  of  the  Council  this  year.  Per- 
sonally, the  Chair  is  of  opinion  that  the  rule  was 
intended  to  give  either  branch  the  right  to  com- 
mit or  recommit  a  matter  to  a  joint  committee 
with  instructions;  and  to  recommit  or  commit 
implies  instructions,  namely,  to  consider  and  re- 
port.   Moreover,  to  give  full  effect  to  a  commit- 
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lueut  or  recommitment,  and  so  to  make  the  rule 
operative,  instructions  either  expressed  or  implied 
are  ueeessarv.  And  the  Chair  would  rule,  if  he 
were  permanent  President,  that  the  meaning  of 
that  rule  and  the  lair  intention  of  it  is  that  either 
branch  may  refer  with  reasonable  instructions ;  but 
he  abides  by  the  previous  decision  of  the  Ch^iir, 
and  rules  otherwise.  As  to  the  question  raised  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  whether  a  reference 
without  instructions  to  the  committee  would  au- 
thorize that  committee  to  do  anything  or  to  re- 
port anything,  except  simply  to  report  the  order 
back,  the  Chair  is  of  opinion  that  the  committee 
would  he  authorized  to  eonsidei  the  subject  and 
to  report  to  this  Council  with  any  sviggestions 
which  they  thought  proper;  but  they  would  have 
no  authority  to  take  any  action  in  the  premises 
otherwise  than  to  consider  and  report  apon  it. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— As  I  understand  the 
substitute  as  read  by  the  Chair,  it  gives  no  power 
to  the  committee  to  take  action  before  they  have 
made  a  report  to  this  Council? 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  ask  that  by 
way  of  information  ? 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11—1  asked  it  by  way  of 
information. 

The  President  read  the  order  as  amended. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1— i  hope  the  motion  will  not 
prevail,  because  if  it  does,  that  means  that  tnis 
Council  will  not  act  upon  this  question  until 
three  weeks  hence.  It  will  be  reported  back  here 
in  two  weeks,  it  will  go  to  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen 
for  their  concurrence  in  whatever  action  we  take, 
and  we  are  simply  delayed  in  the  matter  before 
the  Legislature.  It  is  a  matter  of  too  vital  im- 
portance tor  that  thing  to  be  done,  aud  I  think 
the  motion  ought  not  to  prevail.  I  am  sorry  to 
hear  the  gentlemen  here  say  that  they  voted  hur- 
riedly on  the  matter.  I  think  a  great  many  of  us 
have  taken  this  matter  under  consideration  dur- 
ing the  past  week  on  account  of  the  pieces  in  the 
newspaper,  ana  also  1  think  with  the  purpose  of 
passing  upon  this  matter  tonight.  But  by  these 
delays  we  shall  simply  lose  our  opportunity. 

Mr.  Greeuough  of  Ward  9—1  agree  entirely 
with  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat; 
and  although  I  think  it  was  better  that  it  should 
go  io  the  Legislative  Committee,  still,  if  we.send 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Harbor  1  think 
we  >ball  instruct  that  committee,  taking 
it  for  granted  that  the  Board  will  concur  with  us; 
in  order  tnat  after  this  passes  the  Board  if  they 
do  so  concur,  that  committee  would  be  given  full 
power.  It  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  will  with- 
draw his  motion  to  commit,  as  he  worded  it, 
therewith  my  amendment  to  strike  out  "with 
Instructions  to  report  in  two  weeks,"  I  believe 
that  order  as  it  stands  would  give  the  committee 
full  power  to  act  in  the  premises. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11—1  was  on  the  point, 
as  the  gentleman  rose,  of  withdrawing  my  mo- 
tion to  commit,  with  the  intention  of  making  the 
exact  amendment  that  the  gentleman  fiom  Ward 
9  has  proposed,  in  case  the  withdrawal  should 
not  be  objected  to. 

The  President— There  being  no  objection  the 
gentleman  withdraws  his  motion  to  commit. 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  object  until  1  hear  the  substi- 
tute which  the  gentleman  proposes. 

The  President— The  order  reads  that  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Harbors  be  requested  to 
consider  the  proposed  extension  of  the  Grand 
Janction  wharves  for  '.he  purposeot  opposing  the 
proposed  bill  in  the  Legislature,  if  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  committee,  etc.,  and  are  requested  to 
report  two  weeks  from  tonight. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— The  amendment  I 
would  make  woul(J  be  to  strike  out  the  last 
:lau^e  and  leave  the  whole  matter  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Harbors  without  the  action  of  the  Board  in 
concurrence  with  the  Council.  1  move  to  strike 
out  the  last  clause. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8—1  agree  with  the 
last  gentleman  that  it  should  be  left  in  that  way, 
and  I  hope  we  will,  therefore,   proceed  to  vote. 

The  last  clause  was  stricken  out  and  the  ques- 
tion was  upon  the  substitute  order  as  amended. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— I  think  this 
matter  ought  to  be  acted  upon  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  as  we  can  do  it  up 
quicker  by  concurring  with  the  Boaid 
of  Aldermen  than  bv  referring  to  this  Com- 
mittee on  Harbor  and  having  it  go  to  the  Board 
ol  Aldermen  for  amendment,  I  move  that  this 
substitute  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  President— Such  a  motion  is  not  in  order. 

Hr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— I  withdraw  my  mo- 
tion.   I  hope  the  substitute  will   not    be  adopted 


for  1  think  we  should  take  some  action  tonight; 
and  the  only  way  out  of  the  difficulty  is  to  reject 
this  substitute,  agree  with  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  take  the  chances. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  ot  Ward  8— The  gentleman 
thinks  we  should  take  action.  I  think  we  are 
taking  action  very  rapidly.  If  the  Council  could 
be  allowed  to  vote  we  can  settle  it  in  about  one 
minute.    I  therefore  move  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  ordered,  and  the 
question  came  on  the  adoption  ot  the  substitute 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  disown  that  substi- 
tute, Mr.  President. 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  the  adop- 
tion of  the  substitute  as  amended. 

The  substitute  was  adopted. 

Mr,  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  moved  a  reconsider- 
ation, hoping  it  woulu  not  prevail.    Lost. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost. 

ORDINANCE  IN   RELATION  TO   MAYOR'S  CLERK. 

A  notice  was  received  from  the  City  Clerk  in- 
forming the  Council  that  the  ordinance  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Mayor's  Clerk  was  indefinitely  post- 
poned in  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  question  was  upon  placing  the  communica- 
tion on  tile. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— I  move  that  that 
notice  be  laid  upon  the  table.  I  want  to  find  out 
the  effect  of  these  notices  sent  to  us,  aud  I  know 
of  no  other  way  than  by  having  the  communica- 
tion laid  on  the  table.  I  wish  to  consult  the 
President,  who  drafted  the  rule,  and  I  move  to 
lay  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  prevailed. 

RECONSIDERATION. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1  moved  to  reconsider  the 
acceptance  of  the  report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on 
the  petition  of  Mary  J.  Turner  to  be  paid  for 
personal  injuries  received  in  Bowdoin  street. 

The  motion  prevailed  and  the  report  was  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

CONFIRMATION  OF  WATER  COMMISSIONER  CUTTER. 

The  message  of  the  Mayor  appointing  Leonard 
R.  Cutter  as  a  member  of  the  Water  Board  came 
up  as  a  matter  laid  over  from  the  last  meeting. 

The  question  was  on  confirming  the  nomina- 
tion. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  moved  to  proceed  to 
ballot  on  the  confirmation. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  move,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  the  nomination  be  laid  on  the  table, 
and  that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be  in- 
structed to  consider  and  report  upon  the  expedi- 
ency of  amending  the  ordinance  in  regard  to  the 
Water  Board  so  that  the  members  may  hold  their 
offices  for  three  years  or  until  their  successors 
are  appointed.  My  reason  is  this:  The  present 
ordinance,  as  1  read  it,  makes  it  imperative  that 
the  commissioners  shall  be  elected  only  for  three 
years.  Consequently  under  the  present  law 
we  should  be  obliged  before  the  first  of  May  to 
confirm  the  nominee  or  to  leave  a  vacancy.  I 
think,  on  the  contrary,  that  a  good  many  persons 
would  be  willing  to  continue  the  present  nominee 
simply  by  letting  him  continue  without  being 
confirmed,  because  I  think  the  public  is  not 
satisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  Water  Board. 
It  may  be  their  misfortune,  but  certainly  they 
have  had  very  bad  luck  for  the  last  year.  The 
city  of  Boston  has  had  nothing  but  complaint 
for  the  enormous  expenditure  which  has  been 
made;  we  have  had  nothing  but  water  unfit  to 
drink  for  the  last  six  months,  and  the  commis- 
sioners are  engaged  in  expensive  litigation  in  re- 
gard to  the  Mystic  Valley,  involving  an  enor- 
mous amount.  I,  for  one,  do  not  feel  satisfied 
with  the  action  of  the  Water  Board  collectively. 
I  have  no  charges  against  individuals,  nothing 
more  against  the  chairman  than  against  any  other 
member  of  the  board;  but  I  do  believe  that  it  is 
public  opinion  that  some  change  in  that  depart- 
ment before  long  should  be  made.  While  1  am 
perfectly  willing  to  let  the  matter  lie  on  the 
table  merely,  yet  that  will  have  the  real  effect  of 
turning  out  Mr.  Cutter  on  the  first  day  of  May, 
which  1  do  not  think  is  a  proper  step  to  take;  and 
1  therefore  move  to  lay  the  nomination  on  the 
table,  in  order,  if  that  should  be  the  view  of  the 
Council,  that  we  may  amend  the  ordinance  so 
that  it  shall  read  "lor  three  years,  or  until  his 
successor  is  appointed."  If  there  is  any  such 
ordinance  now  I  should  like  to  hear  it  read,  and 
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in  that  case  I  will  merely  move  to  lay  the  nomina- 
tion upon  the  table.  Boston  must  feel  like  und- 
ine fault  with  her  Water  Commissioners  for  the 
discharge  of  their  duties  during  the  past  year. 
I  do  not  think  they  are  up  to  their  task,  but  I  do 
not  think  aoy  one  member  is  more  at  fault  than 
another.  I  think  some  greater  efficiency  in  that 
department  might  be  secured,  and  for  that  rea- 
son I  should  be  glad  to  let  the  board  stand  just 
where  it  is  if  we  can  do  that. 

Mr.  Parkrnan  of  Ward  9—1  would  like  to  ask 
the  gentleman,  if  his  motion  is  carried,  whether 
on  the  first  day  of  May  we  shall  not  have  only 
two  members  of  the  Water  Board. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  was  singularly  un- 
fortunate in  not  explaining  myself,  that  I  wished 
to  provide  that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
shall  amend  the  ordinances  so  that  the  members 
of  the  board  shall  continue  three  years,  or  until 
their  successors  are  appointed.  In  that  case 
the  board  would  continue  until  after  the 
Hist  day  of  May.  I  did  not  know  when  the  gen- 
tleman rose  but  there  might  be  some  general 
provision  in  regard  to  officers  which  would  cover 
it.  I  meant  to  nave  it  distinctly  understood  that 
I  do  not  wish  to  lay  the  present  incumbent  aside; 
on  the  other  hand  I  do  not  wish  to  be  called  upon 
to  vote  for  his  confirmation  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  hope  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  not  prevail.  If 
the  gentleman  is  confirmed  now,  the  ordinances 
can  be  verified  afterward. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  think  the  gentle- 
man makes  a  mistake  in  moving  that  this  ap- 
pointment be  laid  upon  the  table.  He  could  ac- 
complish the  same  object  by  specially  assigning 
it  to  the  next  meeting  at  eight  o'clock,  and  then 
make  a  motion  that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
be  ordered  to  make  the  change  required  and  re- 
port at  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Huntress  of  Ward  II — I  do  not  understand 
that  Mr.  Cutter  being  elected  last  year  holds  his 
office  by  vote  of  the  Council  to  extend  his  term 
of  office.  No  change  in  the  ordinance  can  change 
the  period  for  which  he  was  elected. 

Mr.  Parkrnan  of  Ward  9—1  see  another  objec- 
tion. Suppose  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
should  report  an  ordinance  next  Thursday,  it 
cannot  be  passed  until  after  the  1st  of  May;  and 
then  we  cannot  legislate  Mr.  Cutter  back  by  any 
ordinance  which  we  shall  enact  thereafter. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— There  is  a  great 
doubt,  I  believe,  whether  or  not  the  Water  Com- 
missioners are  legally  in  office  at  the  present 
time.  I  will  move  to  specially  assign  the  matter 
until  next  Thursday,  and  between  that  time  I 
will  pledge  myself  to  find  out  from  the  other 
members  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  who 
have  studied  all  these  topics  very  carefully, 
as  to  whether  it  will  be  in  fact  legal  for  us  to  elect 
for  three  years.  That  was  one  point  I  intended 
to  bring  up  later,  but  it  has  come  to  my  mind 
now.  And  I  assure  the  Council  that  this  offer  is 
made  without  the  slightest  intention  to  interfere 
with  their  opinions  in  regard  to  the  Mayor's  ap- 
pointments, but  in  regard  to  our  legal  powers  in 
electing  for  three  years  at  this  time.  I  think  it 
is  a  matter  that  the  committee  should  proceed  to 
get  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  upon,  as  to 
whether  this  is  one  ut  the  offices  or  not.  My 
impression  is  that  it  is. 

The  President— Do  you  withdraw  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  lable  ? 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  do. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  should  like  to  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  If  he  makes  that 
motion  with  reference  to  leaving  the  further 
.question  of  the  ordinances  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  rest  entirely  on 
the  importance  of  consulting  the  City  Solicitor  in 
regard  to  the  question  of  the  three  years'  term  of 
this  particular  office  at  this  time;  and  I  thinK  my 
associate  will  see  that  this  is  one  of  those  ques- 
tions. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  cannot  see  any  ob- 
ject whatever  in  specially  assigning  this  appoint- 
ment, unless  we  do  it  to  get  ths  opinion  of  a  com- 
mittee of  this  body  upon  this  difficult  question. 
J  understand  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  to 
avoid  answering  me  as  to  whether  or  not  he  re- 
fers this  question  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances. 

The  President— If  the  gentleman  will  pardon 
■  the)Chairman,I  may  shorten  the  debate  by  saying 
that  the  appointment  reads  as  follows :  "I  here- 
by appoint,  subject  to  your  approval  and  con- 
firmation, Leonard  R.  Cutter  to  be  a  member  of 


the  Water  Board  for  the,  term  beginning  the 
first  Monday  in  May,  1881."  I  merely  call  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  tnat  it  does  not  refer  to  any  term 
of  three  years. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25  moved  the  previous 
question,  but  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  limit 
the  debate  to  two  minutes.  The  motion  as  amend- 
ed was  lost— yeas  21,  nays  22. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  moved  the  previous 
question,  aud  it  was  carried— 30  to  20. 

The  main  question  was  upon  the  motion  to  pro- 
ceed to  ballot  for  the  confirmation,  and  the  mo- 
tion prevailed. 

Messrs.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8,  Folan  of  AVard 
13  and  Lovell  of  Ward  1  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes,  and  a  ballot 
was  taken  with  the  following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 55 

Necessary  for  confirmation 28 

Yes 42 

No 13 

And  Mr.  Cutter  was  declared  to  be  confirmed. 
Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward   16  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

MOTION  TO  ADJOURN. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  "Ward  8  moved  to  adjourn. 
The  motion  was  declared  lost.  Mr.  Whitmore  of 
Ward  12  doubted  the  vote,  and,  on  a  division,  6 
members  voted  to  adjourn,  aud  32  against. 

USE  OF  THE  COUNCIL  CHAMBER    FOR    ASSESSORS. 

The  following  communication  was  received : 
Bostoit,  April  20, 1881. 

To  the  Honorable  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Boston.  Gentlemen— The  Board  of  Assessors 
respectfully  request  the  use  of  the  Council  cham- 
ber and  the  easterly  rooms  connected  therewith 
for  holding  sessions  of  the  Board  of  Assessors 
and  assistants,  say  on  April  30,  at  10  A.  M.,  to  or- 
ganize, and  from  June  16  to  about  Aug.  1.  for 
dooming  sessions,  commencing  at  9  A.  M.  daily. 

Respectfully,  for  the  Board  of  Assessors, 

Benjamin  Cushing,  Secretary. 

Placed  on  file. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  directed 
to  cause  the  Common  Council  chamber  and  the 
ante-rooms  on  the  easterly  side  thereof  to  be 
opened  for  the  sessions  of  the  Board  of  Assessors 
and  assistants,  to  be  held  during  the  present 
year. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  suppose  I  may  be 
technically  out  of  order  at  the  present  time,  but  I 
move  the  reference  of  the  order  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings,  to  know  whether  it  will 
cover  any  damage  to  the  Council  chamber  and 
whether  there  are  not  other  rooms  that  can  be 
used. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  should  like 
some  other  reasons  for  that  reference.  I  think 
this  is  the  usual  order,  and  I  am  quite  sure 
that  a  room  of  this  size  was  previously  required 
for  the  purpose  of  hearings. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  can  only  state  that' 
this  is  perhaps  the  annual  order.  Every  time 
this  room  is  occupied  there  is  considerable  dam- 
age done,  I  believe,  and  I  believe  no  other  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  see  whether  a  smaller 
room  would  not  answer  the  purpose.  I  never  felt 
sure  but  that  they  could  meet  in  the  ante-room. 
I  am  sure,  after  the  expense  of  last  year,  we 
cannot  afford  to  have  it  spoiled  the  first 
year,  and  I  think  for  that  reason  it  is  just 
as  well  to  let  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  who  can  get  any  information 
that  can  be  obtained  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Buildings.  For  some  years  past  it  made 
no  difference  how  the  Council  Chamber  looked, 
but  last  year  we  spent  a  good  deal  of  money  upon 
it.  If  we  wane  to  have  it  injured  we  can"  let  it 
go  out  of  out"  hands.  Let  the  committee  see  if 
there  are  no  other  rooms  that  can  be  used. 

Mr.  "Wheeler  of  Wrard  10— I  have  certainly  heard 
it  stated  here  Before  that  it  was  necessary 
to  have  this  room  for  the  Assessors,  and 
this  is  the  usual  order.  I  should  cer- 
tainly take  issue  with  the  gentleman  as  to  the 
injury  being  done  to  the  chamber  by  the  Assess- 
ors. I  hope  the  order  will  pass  in  the  usual  way, 
and  that  it  will  not  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings.  It  must  be  apparent  to  the 
gentlemen  present  that  there  is  no  other  room  in 
this  buildiug  which  would  be  adequate  for  the 
purpose. 
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Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25— The  Council  will  bear 
in  mind  that  there  are  seventy-one  Assessors, 
counting  three  principals  and  assistants,  and  I 
hardly  think  there  is  a  room  in  this  build- 
ing; that  is  large  enough  to  accommo- 
date them  except  this.  It  requires  a  room 
which  will  accommodate  as  many  members  as 
there  are  in  the  Council. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost,  and  the  order  was 
read  twice  ana  passed. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

Of  the  Citizens'  Trade  Association  of  East  Bos- 
ton, for  shade  trees. 

Of  Elbndge  Smith,  Francis  B.  Snow  and  Da- 
vid M.  Baker,  residents  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
borhood of  the  grounds  belonging  to  the  Gibson 
School  Fund,  against  the  longer  use  of  those 
grounds  for  playing  base  ball. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
"mon  and  Public  Grounds. 

Of  Butchers'  Slaughtering  and  Melting  Associ- 
ation, for  leave  to  enlarge  a  wooden  building  on 
Market  street,  rear  of  near  Western  avenue, 
Ward  25. 

Of  Edward  Hobick,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  on  Centre  street,  near  Cedar  street, 
Ward  21. 

Highland  Ice  Company,  for  leave  to  erect  a 
wooden  buildine  on  Gardner  street,  near  Grove 
street,  Ward  23." 

Of  Pearson  Cordage  Company,  for  leave  to  en- 
large a  wooden  building  on  112  Norfolk  avenue, 
Ward  20. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Of  George  Goodnow,  for  release  of  conditions 
on  No.  100  Worcester  street.  Referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

Of  Frank  N.  Pulsifer,  for  damages  to  the 
amount  of  $100  injuries  to  his  house  on  Commerce 
street.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Claims. 

FIRE-ALARM   WHISTLE  IN   EAST  BOSTON. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Fire  Department,  who  were 
requested  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  exoe- 
diencv  of  placing  a  tire-alarm  whistle  on  the  Bos- 
ton &  Albany  elevator  in  East  Boston,  having 
considered  the  subject,  respectfully  report  that 
in  their  opinion  it  is  not  expedient  to  place  a 
whistle  on  the  building  referred  to. 
For  the  Committee, 

A.  S.  Brown. 

The  question  was  on  the  acceptance  of  the  re- 
po  t. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— When  I  suggested  that 
a  steam  whistle  should  be  established  here  I 
made  a  few  statements,  and  I  still  hold  that  those 
statements  weie  true — that  something  is  neces- 
sary to  provide  the  Fire  Department,  which  is  a 
call  department  largely  engaged  in  repairing  ves- 
sels, with  some  means  of  being  notified  of  a  fire, 
and  I  shall  call  upon  the  committee  tor  some 
explanation  of  the  matter.  I  have  no  doubt  there 
i8  some  good  reason  tot  the  report,  but  I  would 
like  to  hear  it. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23— The  committee,  through 
the  City  Clerk,  presented  the  matter  to  the  Boston 
&  Albany  Railroad  Company  in  relation  to  pla- 
cing a  whistle  upor  their  building  and  received 
the  following: 

"The  corporation  has  no  objections  to  your 
putting  a  whistle  on  the  elevator  at  East  Boston 
and  will  furnish  the  steam  lor  its  operation  ex- 
cept between  Saturday  night  and  Monday  morn- 
ing, when  the  fires  are  allowed  to  go  out." 

The  committee  found  it  was  impracticable  and 
unnecessary  to  report  in  favor  of  establishing 
that  whistle  in  this  way. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— I  understand  the  reason 
and  it  is  a  good  one.  I  think  the  committee  have 
done  well. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

ENGINE  TWELVE  AND    HOOK    AND   LADDER  FOUR. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Fire  Department,  to  whom 
was  referred  among  the  unfinished  business  of 
last  year  the  subject  of  relocating  engine  12  and 
hook  and  ladder  4,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report:  The  committee,  after  personally 
examining  the  district  covered  by  the  apparatus 
in  question  and  hearing  the  arguments  for  and 
against  the  change,  fully  agree  with  the  conclu- 
sions arrived  at  in  the  report  made  upon  the 
subject  last  year,  viz.:   that  engino  12  should  be 


moved  back  to  its  old  location  and  that  hook  and 
ladder  4  should  be  located  at  Mt.  Pleasant. 

The  committee  believe  that  if  this  recommenda- 
tion is  adopted  the  efficiency  of  the  department 
will  be  increased,  and  greater  protection  afforded 
to  that  section  of  the  city  than  under  the  present 
arrangement. 

They  therefore  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  following  orders,  which  are  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  those  recommended  by  the 
committee  of  1880.        For  the  Committee, 

A.  S.  Brown. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
be  directed  to  remove  engine  12  to  its  former  lo- 
cation in  the  building  on  the  coiner  of  Dudley 
aDd  Winslow  streets,  and  to  locate  hook  and 
ladder  4  in  the  building  now  occupied  by  en- 
gine 12. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Fire  Commission- 
ers be  requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of 
establishing  an  additional  piece  of  fire  apparatus 
in  the  vicinity  of  police  station  No.  9. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8,  the 
consideration  of  the  subject  was  assigned  for  the 
next  meeting  at  quarter  before  nine  o'clock. 

THE  NEWSPAPER  CHARGES  AGAINST  MR.'WHITMOBE 
OF  WARD  TWELVE. 

Mr.  Huntress  of  Ward  11  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

The  special  committee  of  the  Common  Council 
who  were  appointed  to  examine  certain  charges 
published  in  the  Boston  Journal  March  8, 1881, 
and  reflecting  upon  Mr.  W.  H.  Whitmore,  a  mem- 
ber of  this  board,  also  to  report  what  action 
should  be  taken  to  punish  the  guilty  person,  beg 
leave  to  submit  their  report,  as  follows: 

A  hearing  was  given  by  the  committee,  at  which 
Mr.  Whitmore  and  Mr.  W.  F.  Hutchins,  the 
Journal  reporter  and  author  of  the  article  in 
question,  were  present. 

The  committee  were  fully  aware  of  their  lack  of 
authority  to  enter  into  an  investigation  of  the 
action  of  either  the  Boston  Journal  or  its  repre- 
sentative. Mr.  Hutchins,  however,  responded  to 
a  notice  from  the  committee,  and  informed  them 
that  he  preferred  to  waive  his  strict  legal  rights 
and  would  place  himself  at  the  committee's  dis- 
posal. 

The  evidence  introduced  at  the  hearing  in  be- 
half of  Mr.  Whitmore,  supplemented  by  nis  per- 
sonal explanation,  leads  your  committee  to  be- 
lieve— First,  that  no  evidence  whatever  has  been 
found  to  support  the  charge  that  Mr.  Whitmore 
either  humbugged  or  deceived  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, as  alleged  in  the  article  referred  to,  or 
that  he  was  guilty  of  any  improper  conduct 
upon  the  day  in  question.  Second,  although  it 
appears  upon  investigation  that  the  charges 
against  Mr.  Whitmore  are  not  sustained  by  the 
evidence,  it  is  deemed  but  fair  to  say  that  Mr. 
Hutchins  was  led  to  believe  them  to  be  true, 
and  that  Mr.  Whitmore's  part  of  the  transaction 
was  what  at  the  hearing  it  was  shown  to  have 
been. 

Mr.  Hutchins  moreover  admitted  his  inability 
to  produce  any  direct  evidence  in  support  of  the 
charge  that  Mr.  Whitmore  personally  attempted 
to  deceive  any  members  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, although  he  was  prepared  to  show  that  cer- 
tain Aldermen  had  been  deceived  by  the 
amended  ordinance  which  Mr.  Whitmore 
assisted  in  preparing.  Mr.  Hutchins  regretted 
having  used  an  expression  which  imputed  any 
improper  motives  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12.  In  conclusion,  your  committee  are  of  the 
opinion  that  it  is  not  advisable  under  the  circum- 
stances for  the  Common  Council  to  take  any  fur- 
ther action  in  the  matter. 

George  L.  Huntress.  ) 

Francis  W,  Pray.         >  Committee. 

M.  S.  Greenough.         ) 

Accepted. 

inspector   of   vinegar. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  offered  an  order— That 
the  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Vinegar  be  taken 
from  the  tiles  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Health. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— May  1  ask  the  object 
of  that  "order  ? 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14 — It  is  well  known  that 
the  Inspector  of  Vinegar  made  a  very  lengthy 
and  interesting  report,  and  it  appears  that  there 
is  no  appropriation  for  paying  this  officer,  al- 
though he  has  been  reappointed  and  confirmed. 
I  think  it  ought  to  be  referred  to  a  committee. 
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The  order  was  read  a  second  time,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  9— I  would  like  to  inquire 
what  the  Committee  on  Health  are  to  do  with  It 
when  they  get  it.  This  is  a  report  that  the  In- 
spector has  made  to  the  City  Government  and  it 
has  been  accepted.  Now,  if  there  is  any  action 
to  he  taken,  I  suppose  it  is  proper  that  it  should 
be  referred  to  a  committee;  but  unless  action  is 
to  be  taken  I  do  not  see  why  it  should  be  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— There  are  many  recom- 
mendations in  the  report  which  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered by  some  committee.  I  think  the  Corn- 
mitee  on  Health  is  the  proper  committee. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  do  not  see  what 
we  have  got  to  do  with  this  report  at 
all.  It  is  nothing  but  a  report  gotten 
up  privately  by  the  Inspector  of  Vine- 
gar and  seut  around  to  members  of  the 
Council.  It  caunot  be  a  report  sent  to  the  City 
Council,  for  the  Inspector  of  Vinegar  is  not  au- 
thorized to  send  any  report.  It  is  like  any  pri- 
vate paper  which  any  person  may,  if  he  chooses, 
and  have  the  courtesy,  publish  and  send  around 
to  the  members  of  the  City  Government.  I  do 
not  see  what  we  have  got  to  do  with  it  except  to 
receive  it  as  from  a  private  person,  and  read  it 
with  what  interest  we  may. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— The  Legislature  of 
last  year  passed  an  act  compelling  the  city  of 
Boston  to  appoint  an  Inspector  of  Vinegar,  and 
Dr.  Bowker  was  appointed  by  the  Mayor  and 
confirmed  by  the  Aldermen.  After  some 
time  his  salary  was  fixed  at  $1500.  He 
went  to  work  and  made  a  report,  and  now  it  ap- 
pears that  there  is  no  provision  to  pay  this  offi- 
cer. I  think  his  salary  should  be  fixed  up,  be- 
cause it  we  do  not,  he  may  possibly  come  in  for 
two  or  three  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16— I  move  to  amend  and 
refer  it  to  the  judiciary  Committee.  I  think  it  is 
proper  to  refer  this  vinegar  report  to  that  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— In  City  Document  No. 
56,  which  is  the  last  one  upon  our  files,  on  page 
9,  section  6,  it  is  provided  that  "The 
salary  of  the  Inspector  of  Vinegar  shall  be 
at  the  rate  of  $1500  per  annum,  said  sum  to  in 
elude  office  rent  ana  expenses."  It  seems  to  me 
that  salary  is  sufficiently  provided  for. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— The  Committee  on 
Ordinances  and  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
did  consider  the  matter  last  year,  and  if  it  be  any 


relief  to  anybody  to  put  us  into  that  pickle  again, 
we  shall  be  very  happy  to  go  there. 

Mr.  Huntress  of  Ward  11— I  think  in  view  of  the 
duties  this  officer  has  to  perform,  we  ought  not 
to  sour  upon  him  in  this  way. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— This  may  be  a  laughing 
matter,  but  I  do  not  see  it.  I  am  informed  that 
the  Committee  on  Health  is  the  proper  commit- 
tee to  refer  it  to,  and  I  believe  the  salary  ougnt  to 
be  fixed. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— I  do  not  see  why  the 
salary  is  not  sufficiently  fixed  by  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Salariesr  The  report  is  laid  over 
one  week,  but  I  do  not  see  why  it  will  not  come 
before  this  body  within  two  weeks. 

The  motion  to  amend  so  as  to  refer  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  was  lost,  and  the  order 
as  first  offered  was  adopted.    Sent  up. 

A   BADGE    FOR    MR.    FOLAN. 

Mr.  Lowell  of  Ward  1  offered  an  order— That  the,, 
City  Messenger  be  directed  to  procure  a  suitable" 
badge  for  Mr.  Folan  of  Ward  13;  the  expense  at- 
tending the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent 
Fund  of  the  Common  Council. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

THE    PRESIDENT'S    ROOM. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order — 
That  the  President  be  authorized  to  expend  an 
amount  not  exceeding  $200  for  books  of  reference 
or  suitable  decorations  for  the  President's  room; 
the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund 
of  the  Common  Council. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  offer  this  order  in 
the  absence  of  the  President,  because  T  should  be 
a  little  delicate  about  discussing  it  before  him. 
The  President's  room  has  a  bookcase,  but  no 
books,  and  I  can  testify  to  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing in  that  place  some  books  of  reference  which 
will  be  helpful  to  a  presiding  officer  in  arriving 
at  a  proper  and  reasonable  decision  of  the  points 
that  come  before  him.  I  think  the  President 
would  not  misuse  auy  such  sum  of  money,  and  it 
is  not  a  matter  that  would  be  apt  to  create 
any  discussion  or  objection.  It  is  not  a  thing 
that  you  want  to  put  into  the  hands  of  a  com- 
mittee eveD,  and  I  think  we  shall  be  desirous  of 
placing  such  a  sum  of  money  at  his  disposal  for 
this  purpose. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23,  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEM, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

APRIL    25,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

TRAVERSE  JURORS. 

Venire  for  forty-eight  traverse  jurors  for  the 
April  term  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court.  Alder- 
men Tucker  and  Hersey  made  the  draft. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

Samuel  H.  Durgin,  to  be  member  of  the  Board 
of  Health  for  the  term  beginning  the  first  Mon- 
day in  May,  1881. 

John  Keliey,  to  be  a  public  weigher. 

William  G.  Starrett,  to  be  a  weigher  of  coal  and 
measurer  of  wood  and  bark.  Severally  confirmed. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  and  County 
Buildings.  Of  Benjamin  B.  Newell  et  al.,  for  the 
use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  May  12  for  a  public  meet- 
ing. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Of  Bridget  Kel- 
iey et  al.,  that  East  Lenox  street  be  lighted;  of 
Hill  &  Cooper,  for  leave  to  place  a  permanent 
awning  frame  at  46  South  Market  street;  of  Ber- 
nard Crosby  et  al.,  for  gas  lamps  on  Atwood  ave- 
nue, Ward  22. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Of  John  J. 
Soren,  for  leave  to  place  a  stepping-stone  on 
sidewalk,  19  Greenville  street;  of  Chandler 
Wright  et  al.,  that  the  city  would  defray  a  por- 
tion of  the  expense  of  sprinkling  Albany  street; 
of  John  P.  Dale  et  al.,  for  a  brick  or  asphalt  side- 
walk on  Washington  street,  between  Dale  street 
and  Egleston  Square;  of  Charles  R.  Todd  et  al., 
for  a  briJk  or  asphalt  sidewalk  on  Washington 
street,  from  Dale  street  to  Egleston  Square;  of 
heirs  of  William  Lynch  et  al.,  to  be  compensated 
for  the  closing  of  Lime  alley,  on  account  of  the 
widening  of  Commercial  street;  of  Rogers 
Brothers  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  a  part  of  the 
cost  of  sprinkling  First  street,  between  B  and  B 
streets;  of  Asa  H.  Caton  et  al.,  for  a  plank  side- 
walk on  the  easterly  side  of  Huntington  avenue, 
between  the  railroad  bridge  and  Chester  Park; 
of  Daniel  D.  Gilbert  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  a 
portion  of  the  cost  of  sprinkling  Boston  and  Cot- 
tage streets;  of  Gass,  Doe  &  Co.  et  al.,  for  an  ad- 
ditional crosswalk  on  Commercial  street  at  South 
Market  street;  of  John  E.  Blakemore  et  al.,  for  a 
bridge  over  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  at  Mt. 
Hope  Station;  of  William  Sever  &  Sons  et  al., 
that  Ruggles-street  sidewalks  be  paved  with  brick 
from  Washington  street  to  Parker  street;  of 
N.  D.  Richards  et  al.,  for  a  crosswalk 
on  Cliff  street  and  Glenwood  street  ;  of 
James  Guild  et  al.,  thaX  the  city  aefray  a  por- 
tion of  the  cost  of  sprinkling  Washington  street 
from  Cliff  street  to  Cedar  street;  of  Joseph  H.  S. 
Fox,  to  be  compensated  for  grade  damages  to  his 
estate  on  Union  avenue,  Ward  23;  of  Nellie  A. 
Batchelder,  for  brick  sidewalk  at 72  Dennis  street; 
of  William  Tyner,  for  brick  sidewalk  at  848  East 
Fifth  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Of  Franklin 
Haven  et  al.,  for  the  construction  of  the  necessa- 
ry sewers  to  drain  land  on  Huntington  avenue 
and  St.  Botolph  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines.  Of  Mow- 
ry  &  Porter,  for  leave  to  erect  and  use  four  fur- 
naces for  melting  metals  at  786  Washington  street; 

To  Committee  on  Health  of  this  Board.  Of 
Barnes  &  Duncklee,  brick  stable  for  one  hun- 
dred horses  on  West  Newton  street;  of  Morton 
W.  Lyman,  new  wooden  stable  for  two  horses  on 
K  street,  between  Eighth  and  Ninth  streets, 
Ward  14;  of  F.  L.  Higginson,  C.  Falrchild, 
George  P.  King  and  H.  L.  Higginson,  new  brick 
stable  tor  six  horses  on  Newbury  street,  near 
West  Chester  Park,  Ward  11;  of  Thomas  Mc- 
Grath,  new  wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on 
George  street,  Ward  20;  of  Charles  E.  Willard, 
new  wooden  stable  for  seven  horses  on  North 
Howard  street,  Ward  25;  of  E.  M.  Woodward,  old 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Howard  avenue, 
near  Brook  avenue,  Ward  20;  of  Samuel  B. 
Pierce,  two  new  wooden  stables  for  horses  on 
Leonard  street,  Nos.  26  and  28,  Ward  24;  of  J.  K. 
Burlingame,  new  wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on 
Milton  avenue  and  Maxwell  street,  Ward  24. 


.  To  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Assessors' 
Department.  Of  Louis  B.  Schwarz,  for  repay- 
ment of  taxes  improperly  assessed. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildings.  Of  John  E.  Miller, 
for  leave  to  project  a  bracket  from  143-147  Court 
street,  from  which  to  suspend  an  electric  light. 
Of  Joseph  Dickson,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
addition  to  wooden  buildings  on  Rutherford  ave- 
nue, near  Miller  street,  Ward  5.  Of  National 
Dock  and  Warehouse  Company,  for  leave  to  erect 
a  wooden  building  on  Milk  street,  near  Webster 
street,  Ward  2. 

To  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Claims. 
Of  George  T.  Pomeroy,  to  be  paid  for  personal 
injuries  received  on  Columbus  avenue;  of  Eleanor 
V.  Tufts,  for  damages  for  personal  injuries  re- 
ceived by  reason  of  defect  in  Tremont  street,  at 
Mason  strest,  March  8,  1881:  of  A-tlantic  National 
Bank,  to  be  reimbursed  for  damage  caused  by 
obstruction  of  the  State-street  sewer. 

HEARINGS    ON    PETITIONS    FOR   STEAM    ENGINES. 

Hearings  were  had  in  accordance  with  orders 
of  notice  returnable  this  day  on  the  following  pe- 
titions for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  engines: 
M.  H.  Thompson  ,802  Fifth  street;  Star  Newspa- 
per Company,  rear  7  Williams  court;  Joshua  E. 
Newey,  9-11  Hampden  street. 

No  one  appearing  to  oDject,  the  petitions  were 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

REGULATION  AND  INSPECTION  OF   BUILDINGS. 

The  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  relating 
to  the  regulation  and  inspection  of  buildings 
(City  Doc.  No.  57),  came  up  as  unfinished  busi- 
ness, the  ordinance  having  been  read  once,  with- 
out debate  the  ordinance  was  read  a  second  time 
and  passed.    Sent  down. 

SALARIES  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Salaries,  with 
orders  establishing  the  salaries  of  city  officers 
for  1881-2,  came  up  as  unfinished  business,  the 
question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  orders. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  notice  here  is  an  advance 
of  salaries  all  along  the  line.  This  does  not  look 
very  much  like  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
mittee to  economize  in  city  expenses.  I  should 
like  to  have  some  explanation  from  the  commit- 
tee why  they  have  recommended  this  large  in- 
crease of  salaries  at  this  time. 

Alderman  Slade  -Do  I  understand  the  Alder- 
man that  he  would  like  to  have  this  explanation 
on  all  these  matters  at  the  present  time,  or  shall 
we  take  up  each  one  separately  ? 

Alderman  Hersey — I  will  say  that  there  seems 
to  be  a  general  increase,  and  so  I  supposed  the 
committee  were  governed  by  some  geueral  prin- 
ciple in  regard  to  them.  But  if  the  principle 
which  governs  the  increase  in  one  salary  is  not 
that  which  governs  the  increase  in  all,  perhaps 
we  bad  better  take  them  up  singly. 

Alderman  Curtis— The  Alderman  on  my  right 
says  there  seems  to  be  a  general  increase  all 
along  the  line.  There  is  an  increase,  to  be  sure, 
in  a  great  many,  but  there  are  many  still  remain- 
ing behind  in  City  Hall  in  which  there  is  no  in- 
crease. I  desire  the  same  information  he  has 
called  for,  but,  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  get  any 
information  except  as  we  take  them  up  singly 
and  have  an  explanation  in  regard  to  each.  I 
shall  be  very  anxious,  indeed,  to  know  why  some 
of  these  are  increased,  and  then  shall  want  to 
know  why  the  others  are  not  increased.  If  this 
tuiug  is  to  he  considered,  I  should  prefer  to  take 
theni  up  singly,  and  let  the  Chairman  explain 
each  one. 

Alderman  Slade— Well,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  first 
item  here  is  "City  Clerk,  for  clerk  hire."  lean- 
not  explain  that  any  better,  perhaps,  than  by 
reading  a  document,  or  some  portion  of  it,  which 
the  committee  received  from  the  City  Clerk: 

"The  City  Clerk  respectfully  asks  for  the  recon- 
struction of  his  department.  He  thinks  that,  in- 
stead of  the  salary  of  the  assistant  City  Clerk 
being  included  in  the  amount  of  clerk  hire  al- 
lowed that  department,  the  salary  should 
be  fixed  by  the  City  Council,  as  the 
assistant  clerk  is  a  recognized  officer  of  the  City 
Government.  A.S  Mr.  Priest,  who  so  acceptably 
fills  that  position,  received  two  thousand  dollars 
tor  his  service  as  City  Clerk  of  Cliarlestown  be- 
fore its  annexation,  he  ought  to  receive  no 
smaller  sum  now  with  larger  duties  and  responsi- 
bilities. He  did  receive  this  sum  until  the  re- 
duction of  salaries  in  1877,  when  his  compensa- 
tion was  reduced  to  eighteen  hundred  dollars. 
This  salary  should  be  restored   to   $2000,   which 
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.proposition  is  made  without  the  knowledge  or 
request  ot  Mr.  Priest,  and  to  make  up  that  sum 
the  City  Clerk  proposes  to  reduce  his  own  salary 
to  $3800,  or  he  will  accept  a  less  sum  if  the  com- 
mittee think  it  best  "Next  the  City  Clerk  feels  that 
the  time  has  come  when  classibed  indices  must 
be  made  of  his  mortgage  records.  These  have 
in  fact  been  demanded  for  a  long  time  by  mem- 
bers of  the  bar,  who  justly  complain  that  much 
valuable  time  is  consumed  in  waiting  their  turns 
to  examine  the  indices  in  their  present  form.  The 
clerk  heretofore  allowed  in  the  salary  bill  to  this  de- 
partment for  recording  liquor  licenses  has  proved 
himself  to  be  a  veiy  valuable  man,  and  he  could 
be  employed  in  this  duty  for  a  small  increase  of 
salary.  For  this  work,  which  will  lequire  great 
attention  and  accuracy,  he  has  been  paid  $960; 
and  it  is  now  proposed  to  give  him  $240  for  this 
work  and  for  liquor  license  records  also.  There 
will  be,  also,  need  of  another  person  for  tempo- 
rary employment  as  copyist  whenever  the  work 
of  the  mortgage  department  shall  require  it,  not 
to  be  mjed  unless  necessary.  To  accomplish  these 
ends  which  the  City  Clerk,  with  all  due  resDect  to 
the  economical  administration  of  his  office,  de- 
sires, there  is  necessary  the  following  schedule 
asked  for." 

I  have  read  the  letter  of  the  City  Clerk,  and  in 
order  to  accomplish  this  work  there  is  required 
an  increase  of  ¥1040.  The  committee  went  over 
this  record  which  Mr.  McCleary  placed  before  us, 
and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  something 
absolutely  necessary  to  be  done.  There  is  a  great 
amount  of  work  in  the  City  Clerk's  office  that,  as 
he  says,  requires  absolutely  more  clerical  labor; 
and  if  this  .is  allowed,  of  course  he  will  use  as 
little  as  he  possibly  can.  The  committee  were 
unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  this  addition 
should  be  made  with  this  understanding. 

Alaerman  Curtis— Do  I  understand  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  that  this  sum  reduces  the 
salary  of  the  City  Clerk  by  $200? 

Alderman  Slade— No,  sir;  we  did  not  do  that. 
We  thought  the  Clerk  was  altogether  too  modest 
in  making  that  request. 

The  Chairman— Does  the  Board  desire  to  take 
these  articles  up  separately  and  vote  on  each 
one? 

Alderman  Hersey— I  move  that  we  take  up  each 
one  separately. 

The  motion  prevailed. 

SALARY  OF  THE   MAYOR. 

The  Chairman  read  the  following:  "Ordered, 
That  the  salaries  of  the  following  officers, 
fur  the  year  beginning  on  the  first  day  of  April, 
1881,  and  until  otherwise  ordered  (with  the  ex- 
ception of  his  Honor  the  Mayor),  shall  be  as 
herein  mentioned,  to  be  paid  monthly,  subject  to 
the  deduction  of  any  and  all  sums  due  from  such 
officers  to  the  city : 

"Section  1.  The  salary  of  the  Mayor  shall  be 
as  fixed  by  the  convention  or  the  City  Council  on 
the  twenty-first  day  oi:  November,  f8G4,  viz. :  at 
the  rate  of  $5000  per  annum,  beginning  with  the 
first  Monday  of  January;  and  he  shall  be  allowed 
the  use  of  a  horse  and  Vehicle  at  the  expense  of 
the  city." 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  section, 
and  it  was  passed. 

SALARY  OF  THE  MAYOR'S  CLERK. 

The  Chairman  read  the  following: 

"Sect.  2.  The  salary  of  the  Mayor's  Clerk  shall 
be  at  the  rate  of  81800  per  annum." 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  section, 
and  it  was  passed. 

SALARIES  IN  THE  CITY  CLERK'S  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Chairman  read  the  following: 

"Sect.  A.  The  salary  of  the  City  Clerk  shall  be 
at  the  rate  ot  $4000  per  annum.  The  salary  of  the 
Assistant  City  Clerk  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $2000 
per  annum;  and  there  shall  be  allowed  to  the  City 
Clerk  a  sum  not  exceeding  $10,500,  to  be  paid  to 
iiis  '.Uier  assistant  clerks  during  the  salary  year, 
in  monthly  instalments,  through  the  office  of  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts,  on  a  pay  roll  certified  to  by 
the  City  Clerk.  The  City  Clerk  shall  account  for 
all  fees  for  recording  mortgages  of  personal  prop- 
erty, and  for  all  "tber  gums  of  money  received  in 
his  official  capacity." 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  section, 
and  it  was  passed. 

SALARY  OF  THE  CLERK  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

The  Chairman  read  the  following: 

"Sect.  4.  The  salary  ot  the  Clerk  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $1800  perian- 
num;  and  there  shall  be  allowed  for  clerk  hire 


to  be  paid  during  the  salary  year,  in 
monthly  instalments,  through  the  office  of  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts,  on  a  pay  roll  certified  to  by 
said  clerk." 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  section. 

Alderman  Slade— The  Board  will  see  that  $100 
has  been  added.  The  Assistant  Clerk,  Mr. 
O'Kane,  ha3  been  in  that  office  a  great  many 
years.  He  came  before  the  committee  and  repre- 
sented that  he  had  at  present  a  large  family,  and 
it  was  impossible  for  him  to  live  on  the  salary  he 
was  receiving — $1200.  Upon  consulting  with  the 
Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  the  committee 
thought  it  was  no  more  than  fair  (hat  an  increase 
of  $100  should  b'e  made  to  that  officer. 

The  section  was  passed. 

SALARY'  OF  CLERK   OF  COMMITTEES. 

The  Chairman  read  the  following: 

"Sect.  5.  The  salary  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Com- 
mittees of  the  City  Council  shall  be  at  the  rate  of 
$3300  per  annum.  The  salary  of  the  Assistant 
Clerk  of  Committees  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $1500 
per  annum." 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  section. 

Alderman  Slade— There  is  an  increase  here  also. 
I  will  say  that  the  Clerk  of  Committees  did  not 
ask  this.  I  suppose  every  member  of  this  Board 
knows  the  amount  of  labor  that  the  Clerk  of 
Committees  has  to  perform.  We  know  very  well 
that  he  works  night  after  night  as  late  as  twelve 
o'clock  at  night,  and  that  he  has  to  employ  as- 
sistance that  he  pays  for  himself  in  order  to  do 
the  work  that  is  placed  upon  him.  The  commit- 
tee considered  this  matter  carefully,  and  were 
certain  that,  if  any  person  was  entitled  to  an  in- 
crease, or  whether  they  were  or  not,  his  salary 
should  be  increased.  The  Board  all  understand 
this  matter  as  well  as  the  committee  do.  I  will 
say  that  the  Clerk  of  Committees  does  not  ask 
this  unless  it  is  freely  givem 

The  section  was  passed. 

SALARY  OF  CITY"   MESSENGER. 

The  Chairman  read  the  following: 

"Sect.  6.  The  salary  of  the  Messenger  of  the 
City  Council  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $2000  per  an- 
num. The  salary  of  the  First  Assistant  Messen- 
ger shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $900  per  annum;  of  the 
Second  Assistant  at  the  rate  of  $600  per  annum; 
of  the  Third  Assistant  at  the  rate  of  $500  per  an- 
num." 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  section. 

Alderman  Slade— Here  is  an  increase  of  $100. 
Mr.  Peters  represented  that  this  voung  man  had 
been  here  several  years,  and  ic  had  been  usual 
heretofore  to  occasionally  increase  the  pay  of  the 
clerk.  The  committee  thought  it  was  proper  to 
increase  the  pay  of  this  young  man  $100.  His 
salary  has  formerly  been  $500. 

The  section  was  passed. 

SALARY'    OF    THE    CITY    TREASURER. 

The  Chairman  read  the  following: 

"Sect.  7.  The  salary  of  the  City  Treasurer  shall 
be  at  the  rate  of  $5000  per  annum,  and  he  shall  be 
allowed  the  further  sum  ot  $750  per  annum  for 
services  as  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners on  the  Sinking  Funds;  also  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $17,400,  to  be  paid  to  his  regular  clerks 
during  the  salary  year,  in  monthly  instalments, 
through  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  on 
a  pay  roll  certified  to  by  said  Treasurer.  And  he 
shall  account  for  all  fees,  moneys  and  commis- 
sions which  he  may  receive  in  his  official  ca- 
pacity." 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  section. 

Alderman  Hersey— In  view  of  the  quali- 
fications the  City  Treasurer  should  have, 
and  in  view  ot  the  large  responsibility 
attached  and  the  large  bonds  he  has 
to  furnish,  I  think  the  salary  recommended 
is  entirely  inadequate.  And  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  Committee  on  Nominations  have  not  yet 
nominated  a  candidate  for  City  Treasurer,  1  move 
that  this  item  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Slade  —  The  committee  had  some 
question  about  reporting  upon  this  at  the  present 
time,  but  it  seemed  to  be  proper  enough  that  we 
should  make  this  report,  and  if  hereafter  a  Treas- 
urer is  appointed  or  elected  to  fill  the  office,  and 
thie  salary  is  not  deemed  sufficient,  it  could  be  in- 
creased hereafer.  I  do  not  know  but  it  is  well  to 
let  it  lie  over,  but  the  committee  discussed  that 
considerably,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
would  be  the  best  thing  to  report  this  salary. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  would  like  to  move  to 
strike  out  that  item  instead  of  to  lay  it  on  the 
table. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  section  7  prevailed. 
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SALARY  OF  THE  AUDITOR. 

The  Chairman  read  the  following: 

•'Sect.  S.  The  salary  of  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $5000  per  annum, 
and  he  shall  be  allowed  the  further  sum  of  $750 
per  annum,  for  services  as  secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  on  the  Sinking  Funds;  also  a 
sum  not  exceeding  $12,700,  to  be  paid  to  his  clerks 
during  the  salary  year,  in  monthly  instalments, 
on  a  pay  roll  certified  to  by  said  Auditor.  He  shall 
account  for  all  sums  of  money  received  in  his  offi- 
cial capacity." 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Slade— This  matter  of  an  increase  in 
the  Auditor's  department  of  $2750  comes  in  this 
way:  The  Committee  on  Treasurer's  Department 
I  think  reported,  and  I  do  not  know  but  there  is 
an  ordinance  to  that  effect,  that  an  extra  clerk 
should  be  appointed,  called  the  Bond  and  Interest 
Clerk,  and  that  salary  is  fixed  at  .$2000  per  year, 
which  is  believed  to  be  small  enough  for  a  person 
able  to  fill  that  office.  That  person  has  not  been 
appointed  yet,  but  no  doubt  will  he;  it 
he  is  not,  the  money  will  not  be 
used.  But  I  suppose  that  he  must  he 
appointed  sooner  or  later,  and  probably 
very  soon.  The  increase  of  $750  comes  in  this 
way:  A  portion  of  the  statute  in  repaid  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Sinking  Funds  reads  as  fol- 
lows: 

"The  record  and  the  securities  belonging  to 
said  funds  shall  at  all  times  be  open  to  rhe  in- 
spection of  the  Selectmen,  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men, or  any  committes  of  said  city  or  town  duly 
authorized  for  the  purpose.  The  necessary  ex- 
penses of  the  board  shall  be  paid  by  said  city  or 
town;  and  the  treasurer  and  secretary  thereof 
shall  receive  such  compensation  as  shall  be 
fixed  by  the  city  or  town,  but  no  commissioner 
shall  receive  compensation  for  his  services." 

The  City  Auditor,  who  is  the  clerk  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  Commissioners,  has  received  no  pay,  as 
shown  by  the  records,  for  that  duty.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  he  should  and  ought  to  receive  a  salary. 
The  committee  went  over  that  subject  carefully 
and  came  to  this  conclusion,  that  if  any  salary 
should  be  paid  it  should  he  a  respectable  one,  to 
say  the  least.  "We  might  say  that  a  dollar  would 
cover  the  point,  but  we  all  know  it  would  not. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  work  there,  as  I  under- 
stand, and  a  good  deal  of  care,  and  the  Auditor 
and  Treasurer  neither  of  them  have  received  any 
pay  for  the  last  four  years;  that  is,  it  does  not 
show  that  they  have.  They  have  received  pay  for 
services,  and  they  have  done  this  work,  but  it 
does  uot  conform  to  the  statutes,  and  under  the 
statutes  we  must  pay  them  some  salary  Consid- 
ering the  amount  of  labor  that  is  performed 
there,  the  committee  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  was  right  and  proper  that  that  increase  should 
he  made.  Unless  we  reduce  his  salary  as 
Auditor  to  cover  this,  it  should  stand  as  the  sum 
paid  for  that  service.  That  matter  was  gone  into 
very  carefully  by  the  committee,  and  thev  were 
unanimous  iii  the  opinion  that  it  was  right  that 
these  two  offices  should  receive  that  increase  for 
that  duty. 

The  section  was  passed. 

SALARY  OF  THE  CITY-  COLLECTOR. 

The  Chairman  read  the  following: 

"Seer.  9.  The  salary  of  the  City  Collector  shall  be 
at  the  rate  of  $4000  per  annum,  said  sum  to  be  in 
full  compensation  for  all  services  performed  for, 
or  on  account  of,  the  city  of  Boston  and  the 
county  of  Suffolk;  and  there  shall  be  allowed  a 
sum  not  exceeding  $10,600,  to  be  paid  to  his  regu- 
lar clerks  during  the  salary  year,  in  monthly  in- 
stalments, on  a  pay  roll  certified  to  by  said  Col- 
lector.; also  $4700  for  extra  clerk  hire;  also  for 
one  clerk,  at  the  rate  of  $300  per  annum,  to  be 
paid  from  the  receipts  for  liquor  licenses;  also  for 
one  clerk,  at  the  rate  nf  .$400  per  annuo1,,  to  be  paid 
from  the  Cochituate  Water  Works  revenue.  The 
salary  of  each  Deputy  Collector  shall  be  at  the 
rate  of  $1700  per  annum,  which  shall  be  in  full 
compensation  for  all  services  rendered  to  the 
city,  and  their  whole  time  shall  be  given  to  the 
duties  of  the  Collector's  Department.  The  Deputy 
Collectors  for  Dorchester,  Brighton  and  West 
Roxbury  shall  be  allowed  a  sum  not  exceeding 
$20J  in  the  aggregate  for  horse  hire.  The  salary 
of  the  Deputy  Collector  and  Receiver  of  Water 
Rates  shall  be  at  the  rate  ol  $2200  per  annum,  the 
same  to  be  paid  from  the  Cochituate  Water 
Works  revenue." 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  section. 

Alderman  Slade— The  thousand-dollar  increase 


there  is  accounted  for  in  this  way:  The  City  Col- 
lector said  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that 
he  should  employ  more  clerical  force  and  that  he 
could  not  get  along  without  it.  That  thousand- 
dollar  increase  was  as  little  as  he  thought  be 
could  get  along  with,  and  of  course  I  don't  think 
he  would  spend  a  cent  more  than  he  is  obliged  to. 

Alderman  Haldeman — In  the  matter  of  salaries 
I  think  we  ought  to  be  governed  by  the  responsi- 
bilities and  brains  of  the  incumbents.  I,  there- 
fore, think  that  the  salary  paid  the  City  Collector 
should  be  fully  equal  that  paid  the  Treasurer,  or 
certainly  to  that  of  the  Auditor.  1  recognize  the 
value  of" the  City  Auditor,  but  he  has  not  the  im- 
mense responsibility  for  his  subordinates  which 
both  the  Treasurer  and  the  Collector  must  have. 
I  think  the  Collector's  duties  are  more  onerous 
than  those  of  the  Treasurer,  although  his  respon- 
sibility is  not  so  great.  The  collection  of  money 
is  always  difficult,  and  where  there  is  a  multiplici- 
ty of  labor  it  is  of  the  first  importance  that  the 
person  should  be  selected  with  that  view.  I  think, 
however,  the  Collector's  salary  should  be  exactly 
the  same  as  that  of  the  Treasurer,  for  the  reason 
that  they  are  both  under  enormous  bonds;  in 
fact  the  bonds  are  out  of  all  proportion  to  the 
compensation  received  in  either  of  these  depart- 
ments. As  the  Treasurer's  salary  is  not  fixed, 
and  as  the  section  relating  to  it  has  been  stricken 
out,  I  move  that  this  seciion,  relating  to  the  Col- 
lector's salary,  be  also  stricken  out. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  prevailed. 

SALARY  OF  CORPORATION  COUNSEL. 

The  Chairman  read  the  following: 

"Sect.  10.  The  salary  of  the  Corporation  Coun- 
sel shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $5000  per  annum.  The 
salary  of  the  City  Solicitor  shall  be  at  the  rate  of 
$4000  per  annum.  The  salaries  of  the  Assistant 
Solicitors  shall  be  as  follows:  The  First  Assist- 
ant at  the  rate  of  $2600  per  annum;  the  Second 
Assistant  at  the  rate  of  $2100  per  annum.  The 
salary  of  the  First  Conveyancer  shall  be  at  the 
rate  of  $3000  per  annum;  the  salary  of  th>-  Sec- 
ond Conveyancer  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $1800  per 
annum.  The  salary  of  the  clerk,  appointed  by 
the  Solicitor,  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $1500  per  an- 
num." 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  section. 

Alderman  Slade — Before  we  act  upon  that,  I 
want  to  offer  what  was  omitted  here.  The  ordi- 
nance has  been  changed,  but  the  committee  did 
not  think  of  it  or  understand  it  at  the  time. 
An  order  should  be  offered  like  this  to  go  with 
this  section  10: 

g  "Ordered,  That  the  salaries  of  the  following- 
named  officers  for  the  year  beginning  on  the  first 
Monday  of  July,  1881,  aud  until  otherwise  ordered, 
shall|be  as  herein  mentioned,  subject  to  the  deduc- 
tion of  any  and  all  sums  due  from  said  officers 
to  the  city." 

It  is  necessary  to  pass  an  order  like  that  to 
cover  this  new  ordinance  that  creates  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel,  so  as  to  have  it  correspond  to 
the  time  when  the  ordinance  takes  effect. 

Aldermau  Breck— The  salaries  of  the  Corpora- 
tion Counsel  and  City  Solicitor  are  all  right,  but 
those  of  the  Assistants  and  Conveyancers  should 
be  $2500  each.  There  should  be  no  distinction 
made  between  them. 

Alderman  Slade — The  Board  are  aware  that  the 
chauge  in  the  ordinance  requires  the  selection 
of  what  they  term  Corporation  Counsel  at  the 
rate  of  $5000  per  annum.  The  salary  of 
the  City  Solicitor  shall  be  at  the  rate  of 
$4000  per  annum.  I  uoticed  in  some  paper  this 
morning  a  eomplaint  that  the  City  Solicitor's  pay 
ought  not  to  be  cut  down,  because  it  was  neces- 
sary to  pay  a  fair  salary  to  secure  the  best  talent. 
Allowing,  for  instance,  that  Mr.  Healy  shculd  be 
Corporation  Counsel,  he  would  be  the  person  that 
would  receive  $5000.  Then  it  Mr.  Nettle»on  should 
be  elected  CityJSolicitor,  his  salary  would  be  in- 
creased $1000,  his  present  salary  being  $3000.  The 
salary  of  the  Assistant  Solicitors  shall  be,  First 
Assistant  $2600,  Second  Assistant  $2100.  The  sal- 
ary of  the  First  Conveyancer  shall  be  at  the  rate 
of  $3000,  and  the  salary  of  the  Second  Conveyan- 
cer at  the  rate  of  $3800.  The  salary  of  the  clerk 
appointed  by  the  Solicitor  shall  be  at  the  rate  of 
$1500.  The  committee  conferred  with  that  de- 
partment before  the  salaries  were  made,  and 
there  is  nobody  left  out  in  the  cold,  as  was  sug- 
gested in  the  paper  I  read  this  morning;  they  are 
all  provided  for,  aud  thesalaries  seem  to  the  com- 
mittee to  be  proper  salaries  to  make  at  this  time. 

Alfierman  Breck— It  was  the  intention  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  when  they  framed  that 
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ordinance,  that  there  should  be  no  distinction  in 
the  salaries  of  the  two  Assistant  solicitors;  they 
were  both  to  be  equally  good,  and  were  to  receive 
the  same  salary.  And  so  with  the  Conveyancers; 
there  was  to  be  no  difference  in  their  salaries; 
one  should  be  equal  with  the  other,  and  they 
should  be  equally  good.  Therefore  I  believe  it 
would  be  better  to  amend  the  section  so  as  to 
make  the  salaries  of  the  two  Assistant  Solicitors 
and  of  the  two  Conveyancers  $2500  each. 

Alderman  Slade— The  salary  of  tbe  First  Con- 
veyancer is  $3000  by  the  report,  and  that  of  the 
First  Assistant  Solicitor  $2600. 

Alderman  Breck — Under  the  ordinance  as  it 
stands  now  there  is  no  First  Assistant  Solicitor 
nor  any  First  Conveyancer.  The  assistants  are 
equal,  the  Conveyancers  are  equal,  and  it  is  the 
intention  that  the  salaries  shall  be  the  same. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  move  that  this  item  be  re- 
ferred back  to  the  committee. 

Alderman  Breck— I  move  to  amend  by  referring 
it  back  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Alderman  Hersey— f  accept  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Slade— If  it  goes  back  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  it  will  take  some  time  for  it 
to  get  around  to  the  committee. 

Alderman  Breck— I  will  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment. 

Alderman  Slade— I  will  say  here  that  we  will 
invite  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances whenever  this  is  considered  again. 

The  motion  to  recommit  to  the  Committee  on 
Salaries  prevailed. 

SALARY  OF  THE  CITY  ENGINEER. 

"Ordered,  Tnat  the  salaries  of  the  following- 
named  officers,  for  the  year  beginning  on  the  first 
day  of  April,  1881,  and  until  otherwise  ordered, 
shall  be  as  herein  mentioned,  to  be  paid  monthly, 
subject  to  the  deduction  of  any  and  all  sums  due 
from  such  officers  to  the  city. 

"Section  1.  The  salary  of  the  City  Engineer 
shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $5000  per  annum,  and  tbe 
committee  on  his  department  shall  allow  him  the 
use  of  a  horse  and  vehicle,  for  which  they  shall 
approve  the  bills." 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  sec- 
tion. 

Alderman  Slade  —  Here  is  an  increase  of 
8500.  The  departments  which  have  to  do 
with  the  City  Engineer,  I  believe,  think  that 
that  office  is  not  well  paid.  There  is  an  immense 
amount  of  work  to  be  done  by  the  City  Engineer. 
He  nas  the  water  works  and  this  improved  sewer- 
age and  a  very  large  amount  of  work.  And  al- 
though this  was  not  asked  by  the  City  Engineer, 
still  we  knew  that  he  felt  that  he  was  underpaid 
for  the  services  expected  of  him, and  on  consulta- 
tion the  committee  thought  so  too.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  city  lost  one  of  the  best  engineers 
we  ever  had  because  of  the  cutting  down  of  his 
salary  and  making  it  so  small  that  it  was  looked 
upon  as  hardly  respectable  for  a  man  who  filled 
that  position.  I  know  he  left  the  citv  with  a  sala- 
ry of  $4600  to  receive  a  salary  of  about  $8000, 
and  1  could  almost  say  that  in  my  opinion 
Mr.  Davis  in  equity  ought  to  receive  some 
back  money  for  labor  performed  that  has 
never  been  paid  for,  in  my  judgment.  How- 
ever, the  committtee  thought  this  salary  for 
the  City  Engineer,  for  the  amount  of  work 
he  was  doing,  none  too  much.  The  members  of 
the  Board  who  have  to  do  with  this  office  know 
just  as  much  about  it  as  f  do.  I  think  the  com- 
mittee were  unanimous  in  this  recommendation. 

The  section  was  passed. 

SALARY  OF  THE  CITY  SURVEYOR. 

The  Chairman  read  the  following: 

"Sect.  2.  The  salary  of  the  City  Surveyor  shall 
be  at  tne   rate  of  $3100  per  annum." 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  tbe  section, 
and  it  was  passed. 

SALARY   HI"  THE   WATER  REGISTRAR. 

The  Chairman  read  the  following: 

".Scot.  3.  The  salary  of  the  Water  Registrar 
shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $3000  per  annum." 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  tbe  section. 

Alderman  Slade— There  is  an  increase  of 
$900.  The  Water  Registrar  felt  him- 
self that  his  salary  was  too  small  for 
the  work  he  had  to  do.  The  committee 
-considered  the  matter  and  thought  it  advisable 
to  report  an  increase  of  $200.  The  Committee  on 
tbe  Water  Board  know  the  duties  of  the  officer 
better  than  I  do,  and  perhaps  better  than  any 
member  of  the  committee;  but  with  such  infor- 


mation as  we  could  get  we  felt  it  was  just  that 
that  salary  should  have  this  increase. 

Alderman  Hersey — At  the  rate  we  are  going  on 
we  shall  pass  over  the  whole  list  and  not  reduce 
any  particular  recommendation  of  the  committee. 
It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  taking  the  balance 
of  the  list  there  is  any  just  reason  why  they 
should  be  increased.;.!  agree,  with  regard  to  those 
we  have  passed  upon,  that  there  are  proper  rea 
sons  to  be  assigned;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  in 
regard  to  the  balance  there  can  be  no  proper  rea- 
son given  why  there  should  be  an  increase.  I 
move,  therefore,  that  the  balance  of  the  report  be 
referred  back  to  the  committee,  and  that  they  be 
requested  to  report  the  old  salaries  or  the  same 
salaries  as  were  reported  last  year, for  the  balance 
of  the  list. 

Alderman  Slade— Before  that  motion  is  acted 
upon  I  hope  the  Board  will  pardon  me  for  mak- 
ine  a  few  remarks  in  regard  to  this. 
Let  me  take  the  salary  of  the  Sealer 
of  Weights  and  Measures,  if  you  please. 
The  present  salary  of  the  Sealer  of  Weights  and 
Measures  is  $1800.  That  is  an  office  that  has  for- 
merly paid  a  very  much  larger  salary  than  that, 
and  it  you  will  read  the  report  of  the  Sealer  of 
Weights  and  Measures,  you  will  see  the  amount 
of  work  that  is  done  in  that  office  at  the  present 
time,  compared  with  what  has  been  done  before. 
The  lour  Deputy  Sealers  are  proposed  to  be  in- 
creased about  $200  each.  When  this  department 
was  established,  some  four  or  five  years  ago,  it 
had  got  into  so  great  disrepute,  you  might  say 
that  the  salaries  of  the  Deputy  Sealers  were  made 
ridiculously  small,  for  the"  reason,  perhaps,  that 
the  gentlemen  elected  to  fill  the  offices  knew 
nothing  about  it;  they  were  entirely  g/een  in  the 
business,  and  they  had  to  obtain  their  informa- 
tion by  time  and  such  association  as  they  met  in 
the  office.  Their  salaries  were  increased  from 
$850  to  $1000  a  year,  and  it  was  thought  that  it 
was  justly  due  them  for  the  amount  of 
work  they  had  performed,  as  compared 
with  what  had  been  done  before.  The  reason 
for  this  increase  at  the  present  time  is  that  they 
are  to  be  provided  with  teams,  and  instead  of 
having  everyoody  bring  their  scales  and  weights 
and  measures  to  the  office,  there  seems  to  be  a 
great  desire  expressed,  by  petition  and  other- 
wise, that  the  labor  should  be  clone  at  their  stores. 
They  complain  that  they  do  not  like  to  have  their 
scales  and  measures  gone  so  long  as  they  are 
sometimes  obliged  to  be,  and  they  had  rather  pay 
the  small  fee  required  by  statute  and  have  it 
done  in  their  stores.  The  committee  looked  that 
matter  over  and  came  to  this  conclusion:  That 
the  public  would  be  better  served  and  better 
pleased  to  furnish  these  teams.  The  money  has 
been  appropriated  for  them;  it  is  all  understood 
here.  1  believe,  but  that  the  labor  that  they 
would  have  to  perform  would  be  very  much 
greater,  and  that  $1200  for  a  person  to  do  that 
work,  and  who  is  competent  to  do  it,  as  our  Seal- 
ers at  the  present  time,  was  small  enough.  I 
want  to  make  these  remarks  before  this  report 
is  referred,  so  that  the  Board  can  be  thinking 
about  this  matter. 

Aldermpn  Hersey— I  would  like  to  ask  whether 
this  increased  salary  is  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the 
teams  with  which  they  propose  to  travel  about? 

Alderman  slade— No,  sir.  It  is  $200  extra  for 
their  services.  They  are  getting  $1000  now.  and 
they  are  to  have  $1200.  Then  the  Assistant  In- 
spector ol  Buildings  $150  more.  As  I  understand, 
at  the  present  time  almost  all  builders  submit 
their  architects'  plans  to  this  officer.  The  person 
who  does  that  work  has  got  to  be  a  really  educat- 
ed engineer  and  draughtsman.  We  propose  to 
increase  the  salary  of  that  office  by  $150.  That 
matter  was  well  considered  by  the  committee. 
Then  ihe  City  Registrar,  for  clerk  hire,  is  an  in- 
crease; and  as  it  was  represented  to  the  commit- 
tee, that  was  one  of  the  things  that  was  abso- 
lutely necessary.  The  Superintendent  of  Streets 
is  Mr.  Harris.  Many  members  of  this  Board  will 
remember  that  last  year  Mr.  Han  is  was  offered  by 
outside  names  a  very  much  larger  salary  than  we 
are  giving  him.  At  one  time  we  thought  Mr. 
Harris  was  going  to  leave  us.  We  had  already 
lost  two  or  three  of  our  servants  that  we  could 
illy  afford  to  lose,  and  I,  for  one,  being  in  that  de- 
partment, felt  that  we  ought  not  to  lose  Mr.  Har- 
ris if  we  could  help  it,  and  I  gave  him  some  en- 
couragement last  year  If  he  stayed  where  he  was 
I  would  ask  for  an  increase  of  his  salary  last  year, 
and  I  so  stated  to  the  members  of  the  .board  at 
an  after-meeting,  and  I  think  the  Board  last 
year  were  unanimous  in  their  willingness  to  in- 
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crease  his  salary  somewhat.  I  think  he  is  one  of 
the  hardest-worked  men  in  a  department  any- 
where, and  it  is  an  office  that  I  should  as  lief  let 
alone  as  almost  any  other.  The  committee  be- 
lieved that  that  pay  was  none  too  much.  It  will 
be  pretty  hard  work  to  fill  Mr.  Harris's 
place.  It  can  be  done,  of  course.  If  he 
should  die  we  should  have  to  do  it.  But 
with  the  labor  that  he  is  doing  it  is 
believed  that  the  salary  is  a  reasonable  one.  In 
the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings there  is  an  increase  of  $300,  and  in  the  salary 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall,  $200  I 
would  simply  say  that  Mr.  McKay,  the  superin- 
tendent, has  to  be  there  before  sunrise  every 
morning  all  the  year  except  Sundays,  and  I  think 
he  goes  to  the  market  on  Sundays.  He  stays  un- 
til after  the  market  closes,  and  Saturdays  stays 
there  until  ten  o'clock  He  makes  long  hours  and 
long  days,  and  with  that  consideration  it  was 
thought  that  his  salary  was  one  of  the  low  ones. 
It  is  a  trifling  increase  and  the  salary  is  not  near- 
ly as  large  now  as  it  used  to  he.  The  Superin- 
tendent of  Lamps  has  an  increase  of  $200.  It  was 
represented  that  he  was  a  hard-working  man. 
Now,  in  regard  to  the  bridges;  this  whole  bridge 
increase  looks  on  the  face  of  it  as  though  it  was 
an  increase  of  salaries.  But  there  are  a  great 
many  men  whose  salaries  have  been  paid 
by  days'  work  and  their  pay  was  not  covered  by 
salaries.  It  is  not  so  large  an  increase  of  money 
as  it  may  appear  to  be.  The  money  has  all  been 
appropriated  for  this,  and  if  not  paid  in  this 
way  it  will  be  paid  as  to  laborers.  But  the  Com- 
mittee on  Bridges  reported  this.  One  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Salaries  was  chairman  of  the 
bridge  committee,  and  I  suppose  he  can  explain 
how  this  matter  was  brought  about  better  than  I 
can.  Last  we  co-ne  to  the  Assessors.  The  sala- 
ries of  the  three  principal  Assessors  have  been 
$2700.  They  ask  for  an  increase  to  $3000.  They 
felt  as  though  their  salary  was  too  low;  that  no 
man  ought  to  be  expected  to  do  the  amount  of 
work  they  do,  and  to  hold  the  responsible  posi- 
tions they  do,  without  this  increase  of  salaries. 
I  do  not  object  to  this  report  being  returned  to 
toe  Committee  on  Salaries,  but  I  want  the  Board 
to  understand  how  the  committee  came  to  these 
conclusions. 

Alderman  Caldwell — I  hope  the  motion  to  re- 
commit will  not  prevail.  "We  have  commenced 
this  matter  by  taking  the  salaries  on  the  merits 
of  the  officers  and  what  they  have  to  do,  and  I 
think  the  best  way  is  to  go  right  along  with  them 
and  take  them  on  their  merits.  If  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Board  any  salaries  recommended  are 
wrong,  we  should  vote  against  them.  Take  this 
next  one  on  the  list,  that  of  the  Water  Registrar. 
I  believe  there  is  not  a  man  employed  by  the  city 
who  does  more  service  and  better  service  than  he 
does.  His  salary  for  years  was  $3000.  A  year  or 
two  ago,  when  everything  was  down  anO  the  City 
Government  thought  necessary  to  reduce  salaries, 
his  salary  was  reduced.  Now  1  am  ready  to  vote 
to  increase  his  salary  $200;  I  think  it  is  nothing 
more  than  just.  As  regards  the  others,  I  should 
feel  in  favor  of  taking  them  on  their  merits  and 
acting  on  them  separately. 

Alderman  Viles— While  the  Committee  on  Sala- 
ries have  increased  the  salaries  of  many  of  the 
heads  of  departments,  there  are  a  great  many 
which  they  have  not  increased,  and  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  committee  how 
they  arrived  ot  their  conclusion?  Whether  they 
had  the  heads  of  all  the  departments  before 
them,  or  whether  they  only  increased  those  who 
asked  for  it?  Because,  I  have  in  my  mind's  eye 
a  great  many  salaries  as  meritorious  as  those  who 
have  asked  an  increase  before  this  Board. 

Alderman  Slade — I  have  stated  that  in  some 
cases  salaries  were  increased  where  the  increase 
was  not  asked  for.  Every  department  was 
scoured  by  the  committee,  and  we  tried  to  ascer- 
tain the  amount  of  labor  that  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments had  to  do,  and  where  the  committee  felt 
that  it  was  necessary,  they  have  reported  an  in- 
crease. I  believe  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps 
did  not  ask  for  an  increase;  but  that  matter  was 
gone  into,  and  it  was  found  that  he  was  doing, 
perhaps,  as  hard  work  as  anybody  in 
a  department — one  of  the  hard-worked  men — and 
his  salary  was  s  little  under  what  it  ought  to  be. 
Mr.  Allen  did  not  ask  for  an  increase,  and  I  do 
not  know  that  he  knew  it  was  to  be  reported;  but 
we  felt  it  was  just  to  him  that  his  salary  should 
be  increased.  The  committee  have  tried  to  be  as 
equitable  in  these  salaries  as  they  could  be;   they 


may  have  made  some  mistakes,  but  they  did  not 
intend  to  do  so. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  certainly  hope  that  this 
motion  will  not  prevail.  I  believe  we  have  taken 
up  this  salary  bill  item  by  item,  and  the  best  way 
of  disposing  of  it  is  to  go  on  as  we  have  com- 
menced, and  discuss  the  salary  of  each  officer  as 
it  may  come  up.  I  only  say,  as  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  has  said,  that  in  every  instance, 
whether  we  have  increased  the  salary  of  an  offi- 
cer or  not,  his  salary  was  discussed  fully  by  the 
committee.  I  will  say  just  a  few  words  of  expla- 
nation in  regard  to  the  salaries  of  the  several 
Superintendents  of  Bridges.  They  were  not  paid 
according  to  the  services  rendered.  Their  sala- 
ries were  established  from  time  to  time  as  the 
several  bridges  came  into  the  possession  of  the 
city,  and  were  therefore  made  by  the  friends  of 
the  Superintendents,  or  by  parties  who  had  an  In- 
terest in  a  particular  locality  to  get  the  salaries 
as  large  as  possible.  The  Committee  on  Bridges 
have  been  discussing  this  matter  for  two  years, 
and  came  to  the  conclusion  finally  that  it  was 
necessary  to  equalize  the  salaries.  In  a  great 
many  instances  the  Superintendent  was  paid  a 
lump  sum  and  allowed  to  hire  his  assistant  as  he 
saw  fit.  In  a  great  many  instances  the  committee 
thought  they  hired  inferior  men,  or  did  not  pay 
them  sufficient  to  have  them  do  the  woik  faith- 
fully. Further  thai,  that,  the  work  of  the  several 
bridges  has  increased  largely,  and  the  commit- 
tee were  compelled  to  hire  men  and  pay  them 
as  laborers  to  assist  in  the  duties  of  the 
bridges,  and  as  the  Chairman  has  said,;though  an 
increase  is  shown  in  the  salary  list,  in  the  matter 
of  bridges  there  is  not  really  an  increase  to  a  very 
large  amount.  The  committee  thought  it  was 
better  to  equalize  these  salaries  and  put  the 
whole  thing  into  the  hands  of  the  City  "Council 
and  have  them  approve  it. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  believe  that  in  the  list 
there  are  three  ot  four  cases  where  in  my  judg- 
ment it  would  be  justifiable  to  increase  salaries. 
It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  the  argument  has 
been  very  strong  except  in  one  or  two  instances. 
It  is  a  great  deal  more  pleasant  to  increase  sala- 
ries than  it  is  to  decrease  them.  Now,  if  this  is 
referred  back  to  the  committee  and  they  report 
the  red  schedule,  then  in  cases  where  an  increase 
is  really  deserved  they  can  make  their  motion 
and  the  increase  will  probably  be  granted.  But 
with  this  report  before  us  uobody  likes  to  make 
a  motion  to  reduce  a  salary. 

Alderman  Slade — The  old  list  is  already  here; 
the  present  salaries  are  before  us,  with  the  pro- 
posed increase.  I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for 
referring  it  back.  It  is  all  right  before  our  eyes, 
and  it  seems  to  me  we  can  take  the  salaries  up 
and  act  upon  them. 

[Alderman  Woolley  in  the  chair.]  Alderman 
Frost-  I  would  like  to  have  the  question  before 
the  Board  stated. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  did  not  distinctly 
understand  it,  and  will  ask  the  gentleman  to  re- 
peat it. 

Alderman  Hersey -That  the  balance  of  the  list 
be  referred  back  to  the  committee,  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  the  salaries  at  wLat  they  were  last 
year. 

Alderman  Frost— I  hope  the  matter  will  not  be 
referred  back  to  the  committee.  The  committee, 
so  far  as  I  can  see,  have  done  their  duty  faith- 
fully. I  came  upon  the  committee  late, 
and  cannot  speak  of  matters  consid- 
ered before  I  became  a  member  of  the 
committee;  but  to  those  matters  that  were  con- 
sidered afterward  we  gave  careful  consideration 
and  exercised  our  best  judgment.  Having  done 
this  we  have  submitted  our  report  to  the  "Board. 
The  committee  do  not  propose  to  be  strenuous 
about  this  matter,  and  do  not  suppose  because 
they  have  reported  a  list  of  salaries  the  Board  is 
obliged  to  accept  them.  Certainly  I  do  not  see 
the  object  of  sending  this  back  to  the  committee 
with  instructions  to  report  the  bill  as  it  stood  last 
year.  We  have  it  before  us,  and  there  can  be  no 
possible  benefit  in  the  reference.  If  the  Alder- 
men choose  to  adopt  the  old  list  of  salaries,  this 
committee  may  perhaps  agree  with  them. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  am  aware  of  no  order 
that  has  been  introduced  into  the  City 
Council  this  year  that  has  given  so  much 
dissatisfaction  as  this  present  salary  order. 
It  appears  to  me  there  is  uo  equality  or 
justice  about  it.  A  very  few  salaries  have 
been  advanced,  but  a  large  portion  of  the  salaries 
of  good,  faithful  and  true  men  of  the  city  are  left 
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just  as  tbey  were.  Now,  I  should  be  compelled  to 
vote  against  this  entire  salary  bill  unless  it  is 
understood  that  all  the  officers  at  work  in  connec- 
tion with  the  city  have  their  salaries'  advanced. 
If  the  few  whose  salaries  have  been  advanced  are 
deserving  of  the  advance,  there  are  certainly  a 
large  number  of  others  equally  deserving,  and  I 
rise  to  speak  for  that  large  number  of  otheis.  I 
doubt  in  the  first  place,  however,  the  expediency 
of  making  any  advance  at  present.  Take,  for 
instance,  our  City  Clerk.  Two  years  ago  he  came 
before  the  Salary  Committee  and  asked  that  his 
salary  be  reduced  by  njlOOO— from  $5000  down  to 
S4000-.  I  know  the  Board  at  that  time  reluctantly 
voted  the  reduction.  But;  what  man  connected 
with  the  service  here  in  City  Hall  is  more 
valuable  than  our  City  Clerk  ?  And  if 
any  one  officer  in  City  Hall  deserves 
an  advance  in  wages  1  believe  it  is  our  City  Clerk. 
I  understand  he  says  he  is  growing  old,  but  I  be- 
lieve that  every  year  he  lives  his  services  will  be 
more  valuable  to  the  city  than  they  were  the  pre- 
vious year.  Take  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps. 
A  lew  years  ago  his  salary  was  reduced  from 
$3300  to  $2800,  and  no  satisfactory  reason  was 
ever  given  for  the  reductloo.  His  salary  was  re- 
duced about  twenty  per  cent,  while  other  salaries 
were  reduced  at  the  same  time  about  ten  per 
cent.  He  has  in  his  charge  140  men,  and  he  don't 
ask  foremen  and  assistant  superintendents  to 
helii  him  take  charge  of  these  men.  He  superin- 
tends them  himself,  and  he  sees  that  every  man 
of  the  140  attends  strictly  to  his  duty.  He  is  also 
the  superintendent  of  the  repaii  shop;  all  the 
work  of  the  department  is  done  in  the  repair 
shop,  and  be  has  no  foreman  in  connection  with 
it.  He  superintends  all  his  work  himself. 
In  his  department  he  expends  also  $400,000 
a  year.  And  how  many  assistants  has  he  in  his 
office  to  help  him  attend  to  all  the  work?  One 
clerk,  drawing  a  salary,  I  believe,  of  $70  a  month. 
There  is  no  superintendent  in  City  Hal),  X  will 
guarantee  to  say,  not  even  the  Superintendent  of 
Paving,  who  has  so  much  responsibility  on  bis 
shoulders  or  so  much  care  as  the  Superintendent 
of  Lamps.  The  Superintendent  of  Paving  has 
his  departnii  nts  with  foremen  and  sub-foremen 
scattered  all  over  the  city.  The  Superintendent 
of  Lamps  superintends  his  entire  department, 
And  1  spy  that  the  Superintendent  of  Paving, 
whose  salary  you  propose  to  advance  to  $3800  per 
year,  has  not  so  much  responsibility  on  his  shoul- 
ders as  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps.  Take  the 
Superintendent  of  Common;  what  superintend- 
ent is  more  pestered  year  after  year  than  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Common  and  Squares?  His 
work  is  all  visible.  The  entire  citizenship 
criticise  it.  He  is  constantly  pressed  by 
citizens  to  do  this  and  to  do  that,  to 
make  that  improvement  and  this.  It  requires 
a  man  of  great  balanca  of  character  and  judg- 
ment to  take  care  ol  that  department.  I  think  if 
any  superintendent  deserves  recognition  at  the 
hands  of  the  City  Council  it  is  the  Superintendent 
of  Common  and  Squares,  because  he  is  under  the 
eye  of  the  entire  people  of  Boston.  They  ai:  criti- 
cise his  work,  and  no  man  has  to  move  more 
carefully  than  he.  Take  our  City  Messenger;  he 
has  been  entirely  overlooked  in  this  advance.  Do 
you  understand  the  duties  and  responsibilities 
and  the  care  that  is  placed  on  the  shoulders  of 
our  City  Mersenger?  If  a  committee  is  in  ses- 
sion, no*  matter  Dow  late  at  night,  you  will  find 
the  City  Messenger  with  that  committee.  He  is 
here  the  first  one  in  the  morning  and  the  lasr  at 
night.  Even  six  days  in  the  week  is  nor.  sufficient 
to  allow  him  to  attend  to  all  his  work.  He  is  forced 
to  come  here  every  Sunday  in  the  year  to  at- 
tend to  our  business.  If  salaries  are  to  be 
advanced,  why  were  not  the  services  of  the  City 
.Messenger  recognized  ?  H*.  n't  he  been  faith- 
ful ?  Has  n't  be  worked  harder  than  anybody  else 
in  City  Hall  ?  Is  not  he  compelled  to  spend  more 
hours  in  City  Hall  than  any  other  person  con- 
nected with  the  City  Government?  Why  should 
he  be  overlooked?' Take  the  Superintendent  of 
Sewers.  Nothing  is  ever  said  about  him  when 
anything  is  done  about  advancing  salaries,  but 
still  there  is  great  responsibility  on  his  shoul- 
ders. Lately  a  large  improvement  has  been 
forced  upoD  bim— an  expenditure  of,  I  believe, 
nearly  $200,000,  and  I  suppose  because  he  did  not 
go  to  the  Committee  on  Salaries  he  was  entirely 
oveilooked.  The  Superintendent  of  Sewers,  I 
suppose,  will  have  to  go  on  at  1  lie  old  salary, 
while  others,  who  certainly  do  not  do  as  much 
work  as  he  does,  or  share  so  much  responsibility, 
will  have  their  salaries  increased.    The  City  Col- 


lector is  one  of  these  officers.  Then  I  do 
not  understand  why  the  salary  of  the  City  Solici- 
tor should  be  reduced  $1000.  I  thiDk  his  services 
today  are  as  valuable  as  they  were  last  year.when 
he  was  paid  $5000. 

Alderman  Slade — I  don't  know  whether  I  un- 
derstand this  as  the  Alderman  does  or  not;  that 
the  present  City  Solicitor  is  supposed  to  be  made 
Corporation  Counsel,  and  his  assistant,  if  he  fills 
his  place,  will  have  bis  salary  increased  $1000. 

Aldermau  O'Brien— I  did  not  understand  it. 

Alderman  Slade— There  is  no  reduction  in  that 
department. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  agree  with  the  Alderman 
in  relation  to  the  Sealers  of  Weights  and  Meas- 
ures. Some  years  ago  gentlemen  were  appointed 
in  that  department  who  were  obnoxious  to  many 
members  of  fie  City  Council,  and  I  believe  if  they 
could  have  settled  $500  a  year  on  those  Sealers  of 
Weights  and  Measures  with  any  kinf  of  justice 
that  would  have  been  done.  They  placed  their 
salaries  at  too  low  a  figure,  and  certainly  1  can 
commend  the  committee  for  increasing  their 
salaries  a  very  small  amount.  But  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  whole  thing  is  very  unequal.  As  the 
Alderman  from  the  North  End  nas  said  many 
salaries  have  been  increased,  I  say  a  few  sala- 
ries have  been  increased,  and  the  many  have 
been  lei  t  to  stand  just  as  they  were.  If  there  is 
going  to  be  an  advance  in  salaries,  let  us  make 
an  advance  all  around  and  be  consistent.  I  hope 
that  this  report  will  be  recommitted  to  the  com- 
mittee without  instructions,  that  they  may  either 
report  the  salaries  of  last  year  or  make  a  general 
advance  all  around.  I  do  nor.  see  why  there 
should  be  an  advance  in  a  very  few  salaries, while 
the  salaries  of  many  of  the  officers  connected 
with  City  Hall  remaiu  just  as  they  are. 

Alderman  Slade— I  presume  that  perhaps  when 
this  report  should  be  considered  there  might  be 
some  cases  where  the  Aldermen  might  think  an 
increase  was  deserving;  and  if  tbey  do,  it  is  just 
as  well  to  bring  it  up  here  and  act  upon  it  as  to 
send  it  back.  I  agree  with  the  Alderman  that 
there  are  perhaps  three  or  four  other  salaries 
that  there  would  have  been  nothing  wrong  in  in- 
creasing a  trifle.  Bur,  the  committee  reported 
only  such  salaries  as  they  thought  it  was  equita- 
ble and  just  to  increase.  1  should  not  raise  aDy 
objection  if  the  Alderman  should  suggest  that 
some  two  or  three  more  of  these  salaries  should 
be  increased  as  we  act  upon  them.  At  the  same 
time,  I  have  no  more  interest  in  it  than  anybody 
else,  except  to  make  it  as  equitable  and  just  as 
possible. 

Alderman  Curtis— The  motion,  as  I  understand 
it,  is  to  recommit  from  the  section  fixing  the  sal- 
ary of  the  Water  Registrar.  That  motion  I  hope 
will  not  prevail.  I  hope  we  shall  recommit  the 
whole  report.  This  idea  of  picking  out  one  man 
and  increasing  his  salary,  and  leaving  out  another 
just  as  responsible,  or  more  responsible,  I  cannot 
see  through.  Here  are  salaries  which  you  have 
increased  up  to  $5000  without  any  bonds  being 
required,  and  you  might  say  almost  without  any 
responsibility  so  far  as  money  is  concerned, 
although  tbey  have  other  great  responsibilities; 
while  your  Treasurer  receives  $5000  a  year  with 
$150,000  bonds.  If  you  can  see  any  consistency  in 
it,  I  cannot.  While  I  should  say  there  are  men 
whom  we  have  passed  over  who  might  be  ad- 
vanced, I  find  some  below  the  Water  Registrar 
who  1  think  ought  to  be  advanced  the 
same.  I  think  if  the  whole  report  is 
recommitted  thev  will  look  at  these  salaries  again 
and  they  will  not  report  such  a  large  advance  in 
these  as  they  have  at  present,  and  they  will  take 
into  consideration  other  officers  in  this  building, 
and  see  if  they  are  not  just  as  responsible  and 
just  as  much  entitled  to  have  their  salaries  ad- 
vanced as  these.  Something  has  been  said  about 
the  great  increase  in  the  salaries  of  the  Superin- 
tendents of  Bridges.  Now  a  bridge  man  visited 
me  this  morning  and  said,  "All  I  ask  is  to  be  let 
alone."  Well,  one  of  the  Aldermen  said  he  had 
not  seen  anything  but  what  was  about  correct, 
and  eveiy  bridge  man  had  been  consulted  or 
seen.  Yet  this  Briage  Superintendent  told  me 
that  all  he  asked  was  to  be  let  alone.  Said  he, 
"They  have  given  me  so  much  salary,  and  now 
they  have  fixed  the  salaries  of  my  first  and  sec- 
ond assistants.  1  do  not  ask  that  in- 
crease, or  that  their  salaries  shall  be  fixed. 
I  simply  ask  to  be  let  alone."  I  think  he  told  me 
that  be  had  had  charge  of  the  bridge  for  twenty 
years;  if  not,  that  be  had  been  in  the  service 
twenty  years.  And  he  assured  me  that  the  bridge 
men   had  not  been  consulted.    Now,  why  should 
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you  advance  all  these  bridge  men  just  at  this 
particular  time?  Why,  you  have  advanced  some 
of  them  as  much  as  $432.  Take  (or  instance 
the  Chelsea  North  Bridge.  You  cut  that 
Superintendent  down  $250  and  you  advance  the 
Superintendent  of  the  South  Bridge  $432.  Now, 
where  is  the  consistency  in  thai  ?  I  cannot  see  it. 
1  would  like  to  vote  uuderstandingly  on  this  bill, 
but  I  cannot  vote  for  this  bill  as  a  whole  when 
you  get  through.  If  you  are  going  to  increase 
one,  why  not  increase  all  who  are  in  the  same  re- 
sponsibility ?    That  is  my  theory. 

Alderman  O'Brien — It  may  appear  strange  that 
the  Superintendents  of  Bridges  should  visit  quite 
a  number  of  the  Aldermen  today  and  request 
that  no  change  be  made  in  their  salaries, ilthough 
an  increase  has  been  made  in  every  one  of  them. 
The  reason  is  that  these  superintendents  have 
heretofore  been  allowed  a  lump  sum,  and  out 
of  that  they  have  employed  just  such 
help  and  paid  just  such  price  as  they  pleased.  I 
believe  that  will  explain  why  the  superintendents 
are  so  anxious  to  have  their  salaries  remain  just 
as  they  are.  They  would  get  less  money,  but  they 
would  distribute  rather  more  for  assistance. 
Quite  a  number  of  these  superintendents  have 
asked  for  additional  assistance  to  do  their  work, 
and  we  have  been  compelled  to  grant  it. 

Alderman  Slade— It  has  been  my  fate  to  be  on 
the  Committee  on  Salaries  ever  since  I  have  been 
in  the  Board.  I  was  on  the  committee  when  a 
reduction  was  made  amounting  to  nearly  $100,- 

000  in  salaries.  At  that  time  the  salaries  were 
not  reduced  altogether  a  certain  per  cent., 
but  every  department  was  asked  to  come 
before  the  committee  and  make  a  state- 
ment, and  the  committee  made  the  re- 
duction according  to  their  best  judgment 
and  the  amount  of  responsibility  and  labor. 
Now,  this  increase  is  not  a  percentage  increase, 
but  it  is  made  where  the  committee  felt  the 
amount  of  labor  put  upon  individuals  had  greatly 
increased,  and  they  were  therefore  entitled  to 
more  pay.  If  we  are  going  to  do  anything  we 
cannot  very  well  do  much  less.  We  might  as 
well  accept  it  or  reject  it,  and  take  the  old 
salaries. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  would  inquire  if  the  com- 
mittee considered  the  salaries  in  the  Police  or 
Fire  Department. 

Alderman  Slade — No,  sir. 

Alderman  O'Brien — The  salaries  of  the  police 
were  reduced  some  years  ago  at  least  seventeen 
per  cent.  That  is,  all  new  employes  came 
on  at  the  rate  of  $2.50  per  day,  when 
previously  their  salary  was  $3  per  day.  If  we  are 
to  increase  the  salaries  of  high  officials,  I  think 
we  should  also  consider  the  salaries  of  others  that 
are  equally  dependent  on  us  to  make  their  sala- 
ries right  and  equitable. 

Alderman  Slade— In  regard  to  the  police,  the 
argument  at  that  time  was  that  the  new  men  in 
any  department  were  not  worth  so  much  as  the 
old  men  or  the  men  who  had  been  long  enough  to 
get  used  to  the  business.  The  committee  did  not 
consider  the  police  at  all,  because  they  had  never 
been  cut  down  with  this  exception. 

Alderman  O'Brien — Since  that  time  I  have  un- 
derstood our  Police  Commissioners  believe  that 
many  of  the  new  men  taken  on  the  force 
are  superior  to  the  od  men  who  are  there  now. 
They  have  had  some  four  or  five  years'  experi- 
ence and  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  the  com- 
mittee to  look  into  it  and  find  out  what  their  ex- 
perience has  been.  If  we  have  been  doing  them 
injustice   and     there     is     to     be    an   increase, 

1  think  we  ought  now  to  do  them 
justice.  I  do  not  think  we  should 
overlook  the  men  in  these  departments  and  ad- 
vance the  salaries  of  men  who  are  living  upon 
very  high  salaries,  as  compared  with  the  salaries 
of  policemen  and  firemen. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  cannot  agree  with  the  Al- 
derman on  my  left,  that  if  an  increase  should  be 
made  on  any  salaries,  it  should  be  made  on  all.  I 
think  it  should  be  done  only  where  good  and 
sufficient  reasons  can  be  shown,  and  these  special 
cases  are  very  few.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  ac- 
cept the  amendment  to  recommit  without  in- 
structions. 

Alderman  Viles— I  hope  the  motion  to  recom- 
mit without  instructions  will  prevail,  so  that 
people  may  come  before  the  committee  and  ex- 
plain why  their  salaries  should  be  increased. 
There  is  the  Superintendent  of  Health,  who  has 
not  spoken  to  me  about  it,  but  he  is  a  faithful 
officer  and  his  salary  was  reduced  four  years  ago. 
Then  there  is  the   Inspector   of   Milk,    receiving 


$1350  for  that  position.  He  was  reduced  four 
years  ago.  I  understand  he  has  written  a  letter 
to  the  Committee  on  Salaries,  but  I  do  not  know 
whether  they  have  received  it 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  will  say  that  I  was 
called  upon  this  morning  by  a  branch  of  the  po- 
lice Service,  who  thought  they  were  also 
entitled  to  some  consideration.  A  petition 
they  had  proposed  I  thought  would  not 
accomplish  the  object  they  desired,  and  I  sug- 
gested that  it  should  be  changed.  I  expected  to 
receive  it  before  this  time,  but  it  has  not  come  in 
yet.  I  think  the  publication  of  this  debate  will 
be  notice  to  every  person  employed  by  the  city, 
and  if  this  goes  back  to  the  committee  they  will 
be  hounded  by  every  man  who  draws  a  sala- 
ry. It  is  going  to  open  a  door  that  it 
will  be  difficult  to  close,  and  we  are 
going  to  have  turmoil  before  we  get  through. 

Alderman  Curtis— If  you  will  look  to  the  heads 
of  departments  who  are  receiving  $4000  and  $5000 
a  year  and  then  to  a  man  in  busi- 
ness who  has  invested  in  it  from  $15,000  to 
$30,000  subject  to  fire  and  loss  oy  debt,  if 
you  should  go  to  that  man  and  ask  him  if  he 
could  be  assured  of  $4500  or  $5000  a  year  for  his 
services  at  City  Hall,  in  my  humble  opinion  he 
would  surrender  his  business  at  once,  and  accept 
such  a  position. 

Alderman  Slade— I  would  like  to  ask  the  Alder- 
man whether  he  thinks  a  man  would  do  that  if 
he  knew  the  lease  he  got  was  only  for  one  year  at 
at  a  time. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  notice  a  great  many  men 
have  had  a  long  lease  here,  and  they  have  proba- 
bly been  deserving  of  it. 

The  motion  to  recommit  without  instructions 
prevailed. 

[Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair.] 

PETITION    FOR    INCREASE    OF   SALARIES. 
Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following  and 
moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Salaries: 
The  undersigned  respectfully  petition  that  then- 
pay  for  services  be  increased    to    the   following 
amounts,  viz.: 
Inspector  of  Intelligence  Offices,  $4.00  per  day. 
Inspector  of  Pawnbrokers,  $4.00  per  day. 
Inspector  of  Carriage  Licenses,  $4  00  per  day. 
Inspector  of  Wagon  Licenses,  $4.00  per  day. 
Assistant  Inspector  of  Wagon  Licenses,  $3.50 
per  day. 

Assistant  Inspector  of  Pawnbrokers,  $3.50  per 
day. 

Benjamin  D.  Burley, 

Inspector  of  Intelligence  Offices. 
William  H.  McCausland, 

Inspector  of  Pawnbrokers. 
Rufus  C.  Marsh, 

Inspector  of  Carriages. 
T.  R.  Page, 

Inspector  of  Wagons. 
Joseph  Hastings, 

Assistant  Inspector  of  Wagons. 
William  T.  Leggett, 
Assistant  Inspector  of  Pawnbrokers. 
The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Salaries. 

Alderman  Viles— I  would  like  to  know  where 
that  paper  went  to  ? 

The  Chairman— It  was  moved  by  Alderman 
Woolley  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Salaries. 

Alderman  Viles— That  relates  to  salaries  fixed 
by  ordinance,  and  I  think  it  ought  to  go  to  the 
Committee  ou  Ordinances. 

The  Chairman — The  Committee  on  Salaries  can 
report  the  matter  in  the  form  of  an  ordinauce. 
If  there  is  no  objection  the  petition  will  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Salaries. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Remonstrance  of  Elbridge  Smith  and  others 
against  the  further  use  of  the  Gibson  School 
Fund  grounds  by  ball  players.  Referred  in  con- 
currence to  Committee  on  Common,  with  direc- 
tions to  hear  the  parties. 

Petition  of  George  Goodnow  for  release  of  con- 
ditions on  estate  100  Worcester  street,  Boston. 
Referred  in  concurrence  to  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  with  directions  to  hear  the  parties. 

The  order  requesting  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances to  report  an  amendment  to  the  Police 
Ordinance  respecting  officers  for  duty  at  head- 
quarters, etc.,  came  up  amended  by  inserting  the 
word  "substantially."  The  Board  concurred  in 
the  amendment. 

Report  (inexpedient)  to  place  a  steam  whistle 
on  the  Boston   <&   Albany  Railroad   Company's 
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elevator  at  East  Boston.  Accepted  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  to  refer  tbe  report  of  tbe  Inspector  of 
Vinegar  to  Committee  on  Health.    Passed  in  con- 

cur  T6  DCG 

The  order  for  Legislative  Committee  to  oppose 
the  proposed  bill  to  authorize  the  extension  of 
Grand  Junction  wharves,  came  up  amended  by 
the  substitution  of  an  order  for  the  Committee 
on  the  Harbor  to  consider  the  matter,  and,  if  they 
deem  it  best,  to  oppose  said  bill.  The  Board  con- 
curred in  the  amendment. 

CHARLESTOWN    BRIDGK. 

The  order  for  Committee  on  Chariestown  Bridge 
to  report  to  Common  Council  on  May  5  came  up 
amended  by  adding  a  clause  providing  that  the 
committee  shall  report  to  the  Council  at  the  meet- 
ing two  weeks  from  April  81. 

The  question  was  on  concurring  in  the  amend- 
ment. 

Alderman  Caldwell— That  seems  to  be  a  very 
simple  amendment,  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  a 
very  strange  amendment.  If  tbe  Board  wishes 
the  committee  to  report  in  two  weeks  from  last 
Thursday  night,  I  will  state  that  the  committee 
will  not  be  ready.  They  will  report  progress. 
This  committee  has  before  it  a  very  important 
subject,  and  It  seems  rather  strange  to  ask  the 
committee  to  report  at  any  special  time. 

Aldermau  Slade— I  think  under  the  circum- 
stances it  would  be  well  to  lay  this  on  the  table 
or  to  postpone  it. 

Alderman  Caldwell— The  mere  request  was  that 
the  committee  be  allowed  to  report  in  print. 
Here  is  a  subject  before  the  committee  that  will 
cost  anywhere  from  rive  hundred  thousand  to  a 
million  and  a  half  of  dollars;  aud  if  this  commit- 
tee is  requested  or  directed  to  report  at  any  par- 
ticular time,  1  do  not  know  what  we  shall  have  to 
say  about  it. 

The  Chairman—  The  Chair  would  suggest  that 
in  two  weeks  from  last  Thursday  the  committee 
could  report  that  they  were  unable  to  report  in 
lull,  and  ask  for  further  time. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  hope  we  shall  adhere  to  our 
former  action.  This  is  one  of  the  most  important 
things  that  will  come  before  this  Board  this  sea- 
son. If  this  was  going  before  seme  of  the  com- 
mittees 1  have  had  to  battle  with  once  or  twice,  I 
should  thinK  it  ought  to  be  definitely  settled  that 
tney  Should  report  at  a  certain  time.  But  if  I 
understand  this  thing,  it  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant things  we  shall  have  to  act  upon  this 
year,  and  1  tnink  the  committee  should  have  all 
the  time  they  want.  If  we  adhere  to  our  former 
vote  they  can  repon  when  they  get  ready.  It  is 
DO  small  matter,  I  assure  you,  to  make  a  report 
on  that  bridge.  It  is  something  of  a  mechanical 
nature,  and  it  has  got  to  be  looked  into  very  close- 
ly. That  committee  does  not  want  to  come  in 
here  with  a  half-consideied  report.  It  is  of  no 
use  to  do  so,  and  if  they  make  such  a  report  it 
will  certainly  be  torn  to  pieces. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  will  state  one  thing  to 
the  Board,  that  tbe  committee  is  doing  every- 
thing in  its  power,  and  I  have  an  order  to  offer  at 
the  proper  tune  this  alternoon  which  I  think  will 
relieve  it  somewhat. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis,  that  the  Board 
adhere  to  its  former  action,  prevailed. 

STEAM  ENGINES. 

■  Alderman  Hersey  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines: 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con 
dition  on  petition  of  Ira  J.  Proctor  for  leave  to 
erect  and  use  a  stationary  steam  engiue  at  1281 
Washington  street.    Accepted. 

Order  of  notice  returnable  Monday,  May  1G,  on 
petition  of  11.  Wentworth  lor  leave  to  erect  and 
use  a  stationary  steam  engine  of  three  horse- 
power at  building  151  and  153  Mill  street.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

OKDER     TO    PAY    THE    WIDOW     OF    PATRICK     HEN- 
NESSEY. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  an  order— That  the 
City  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
pay  to  Catherine  Hennessey  tbe  sum  of  $58. 18, 
being  tbe  amount  due  to  the  late  Patrick  Hennes- 
sey ror  services  rendered  as  a  lamplighter.  Read 
twice  and  passed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  tbe  following  from 
tbe  Committee  on  Licenses: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  minors'  applica- 
tions as  follows:  Three  bootblacks,  five  news- 
boys.   Accepted. 


MARKETS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee ou  Markets: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  following  pe- 
titions on  the  usual  condition :  To  transfer  lease 
of  stall  No.  105  Faneuil  Hall  Market  to  Charles  A. 
Bailey;  to  transfer  one-half  interest  of  lease  of 
stalls  Nos.  38  aud  40  and  cellar  No.  7  in  Faneuil 
Hall  Market  to  Richard  H.  Sturtevant  of  Somer- 
vllle. 

Severally  accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Order  for  the  Superintennent  of  Streets  to  pave 
Cross  street,  between  Haymarket  square  and 
Hanover  street,  with  small  granite  blocks;  esti- 
mated cost,  $3000. 

Order,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  au- 
torized,  In  conjunction  with  the  abutters  on  Blue 
Hill  avenue,  to  cause  said  avenue  to  be  sprinkled 
from  Dudley  street  to  Columbia  street,  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  the  roadway  of  the  same; 
the  cost  thereof  to  the  city,  not  exceeding  the 
sum  of  $500  for  the  season  of  1881,  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  Paving. 

Order,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  Warren  street,  Chariestown,  be- 
tween Winthrop  street  and  Thompson  square, 
with  small  granite  blocks;  estimated  cost,  $5000. 

Orders,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  fur- 
nish and  set  the  edgestones  in  front  of  the  estate 
of  W.  G.  Lewis,  711  and  713  East  Seventh  street, 
and  in  tront  of  estate  of  Joseph  Dickson,  155 
Rutherford  avenue. 

Order,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Hadley  street,  Chariestown,  as 
laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
aud  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones,  pave  the 
gutters  and  macadamize  the  roadway  of  said 
street;  estimated  cost,  $1000. 

Order,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  in  conjunction  with  tbe  abutters  on 
Dudley  and  Stoujjhton  streets,  Dorchester,  to 
cause  said  streets  to  be  sprinkled  from  the  old 
Roxbury  line  to  Pleasant  street,  for  tbe  purpose 
of  preserving  the  roadway  of  the  same;  the  cost 
thereof  to  the  city,  not  exceeding  $400  for  the 
present  season,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  Paving. 

Order,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  and 
pave  the  gutters  on  tbe  easterly  side  of  Alford 
strett,  Chariestown,  from  the  Maiden  Bridge  to 
the  line  of  the  town  of  Everett,  and  to  grade  and 
macadamize  the  roadway  of  said  street,  and  to 
report  to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  of  fur- 
nishing and  setting  said  edgestones. 

Order,  That  the  sidewalk  assessment  of  $16.64, 
assessed  Oct.  13  on  Eliza  R.  Shattuck  for  estate 
228  Everett  street,  be  abated,  tbe  present  owner 
of  the  estate,  Jane  Brown,  being  unable  to  pay 
the  same. 

Order,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  pave  the  easterly  portion  of  Central 
square,  East  Boston,  with  small  granite  blocks. 
Estimated  cost,  $5000. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  to  the  Boston  Gas- 
light Company  to  erect  an  iron  post  in  the  side- 
walk on  Hull  street,  near  Commercial  street,  for 
the  purpose  of  delivering  therefrom  water  of 
ammonia.    Accepted. 

Order  of  notice  returnable  May  16,  at  4  P.  M., 
for  hearing  on  petition  of  the  South  Boston  Rail- 
road Company  for  additional  tracks  at  City  Point, 
South  Boston.     Read  twice  and  passed. 

FITCH1SURG   RAILROAD  TRACKS  IN  CHARLESTOWN. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  an  order — That  a 
special  committee,  consisting  of  three  members 
of  this  Board,  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
Railroad  Commissioners  aud  impress  upon  them 
the  necessity  of  tequiring  the  Eitchburg  Rail- 
road Company  to  elevate  its  tracks  in  Charles- 
town  so  as  to  cross  Warren  and  Charles  River  av- 
enues by  bridges,  and  have  said  avenues  iu  order, 
tint  the  great  inconvenience  and  danger  to  the 
public  by  grade  crossings  may  be  avoided.  Read 
twice  and  passed;  and  Aldermen  Caldwell,  Her- 
sey and  Slade  were  appointed. 

COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  SINKING   FOND. 

Alderman  Caldwell,  for  tbe  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee to  nominate  a  Commissioner  of  the  Sink- 
ing Puod  for  two  years,  submitted  a  report  rec- 
ommending the  election  of  Newton  Talbot  for 
two  years.    The  report  was  accepted  and  a  ballot 
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ordered.  Aldermen  Caldwell  and  Tucker  were 
appointed  to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  A 
ballot  was  taken  and  the  committee  made  the 
following  report: 

Whole  number  of  votes  caBt 10 

Necessary  for  a  choice 6 

Newton  Talbot  bad 10 

Blank < 1 

And  Mr.  Talbot  was  declared  to  be  elected. 
Sent  down. 

PERMITS  FOB  STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  ot  the 
Board: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stables  as  follows: 

Jeremiah  O'Brien,  wooden  stable  for  one  horse 
on  Columbia  street,  near  the  New  York  &  New 
England  Railroad,  Ward  24;  A.  D.  Weed,  wooden 
stable  tor  toar  horses  on  Forest  Hills  street,  near 
Glen  Road,  Ward  23;  Richard  Wade,  wooden 
stable  lor  one  horse  on  Ashland  street,  near 
Florence  street,  Ward  23. 

Severally  accepted. 

FENCE  VIEWERS,  FIELD  DRIVERS,  ETC. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following: 

The  special  committee  appointed  to  select  can- 
didates for  the  offices  of  feuce  viewers,  field 
drivers,  etc.,  having  considered  the  subject,  re- 
spectfully recommend  the  appointment  of  the 
following-named  persons : 

Inspector  of  lime— Daniel  Higgins. 

Fence  viewers— John  Dove,  Woodbury  L.  Lewis, 
George  A.  Spear. 

Culler  of  hoops  and  staves — Horace  A.  Sawyer. 

Field  drivers  and  pound  keepers— Patrick  B. 
Wynne,  Henry  Morse,  Thomas  J.  Burns,  Michael 
Connor,  Bernard  Crosby,  Thomas  Cunningham, 
James  M.  Davis,  Samuel  Deering,  Hugh  Dunn, 
Henry  Griffith,  Rodney  B.  Andrews,  William  T. 
McChesney,  Joseph  E.  Page,  Sylvester  E.  Par- 
tridge, James  M.  Walker,  Michael  Wheyland. 
For  the  Committee, 

William  Woolley,  Chairman. 

Severally  confirmed. 

wooden  buildings. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings: 

Reports  and  orders  authorizing  the  granting  of 
permits  for  wooden  baildings  exceeding  the  legal 
dimensions,  m  accordance  with  specifications  on 
file  in  the  Department  for  the  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings,  as  follows: 

Henry  Dudley,  on  Green  street,  corner  of  Elm, 
Ward  23;  Christopher  Blake,  on  Dorr  street,  near 
Earl  street,  Ward  15 ;  Henry  Pf aff,  at  rear  of  No. 
65  Pynchon  street,  Ward  21 ;  Reed  Brothers  & 
Sawin,  Winchester  street,  near  Rutherford  ave- 
nue, Ward  5;  Pearson  Cordage  Company,  at  No. 
112  Norfolk  avenue,  Ward  20;  Butchers'  Slaugh- 
tering &  Melting  Association,  on  Market  street, 
rear  of  near  Western  avenue,  Ward  25;  Ward, 
Bailey  &  Wood,  Winchester  street,  near  Ruther- 
ford avenue,  Ward  5;  Joseph  F.  Pray,  rear  of  107 
Chestnut  street,  Ward  9;  William  H.  Thayer,  Blue 
Hill  avenue,  rear  of  near  Columbia  street,  Ward  23; 
Warren  Chemical  and  Manufacturing  Company, 
Souther's  wharf,  East  First  street,  near  H  street, 
Ward  14;  Eli  W.  Hoyt,  on  Saratoga  street,  near 
Riverside  avenue,  Ward  1;  Jones  &  Cook,  No. 
520  East  Second  street,  Ward  14;  J.  H.  Whitten, 
Upton  court,  off  Western  avenue,  Ward  25;  Dex- 
ter J.  Cutter,  Commercial  street,  near  South 
street,  Ward  24;  Drivers'  Union  Ice  Company, 
No.  202  Rutherford  avenue,  Ward  5;  Edward 
Habich,  Centre  street,  near  Cedar  street,  Ward  21; 
Highland  Ice  Company,  Gardner  street,  near 
Grove  street,  Ward  23;  Clark  &  Smith,  No.  231 
Medford  street,  Ward  3. 
Orders  read  twice  and  passed. 

refreshment  bill. 
Alderman  Tucker,  for  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts, submitted  an  order  that  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts  be  authorized  to  allow  for  payment  the 
bill  of  H.  D.  Parker,  dated  April  4,  amounting  to 
$97.70,  chargeable  to  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

land  damages. 
Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on   Streets   on    the    part   of  the 
Board: 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  in  laying  out  streets  as  follows: 


Heirs  of  Charles  Davis  $614,  on  account  of  wi- 
dening of  Dearborn  street. 

Heirs  of  Josiah  Seaverns  $100,  on  account  of 
relocation  of  Rockwood  street. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed.     Sent  down. 

EXTENSION    OF   BROADWAY. 

Alderman  Ariles,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
submitted  the  following  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standiug  Committee 
on  Streets  of  the  City  Council  Be  authorized  to 
consider  and  report  upon  all  matters  in  contro- 
versy between  the  city  ot  Boston  and  the  Boston 
&  Albany  Railroad  corporation,  growing  out  of 
the  extension  of  Broadway. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

D-STREET    BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Viles,  tor  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
submitted  the  following  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Streets  be  authorized  to  contract  with  the  Old 
Colony  &  Newport  Railroad  Company  for  raising 
the  grade  of  said  road  and  building  the  necessary 
bridge  and  abutments  over  the  line  of  1>  street  ex- 
tended, the  expense,  not  to  exceed  $35,000,  to  be 
charged  to  the  special  appropriation  for  extend- 
ing D  street. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

PERAMBULATION  OF  BOUNDARY  LINES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  in  order  to  assist  this  Board  in 
making  the  proper  perambulations  of  boundary 
lines  at  some  future  day  in  this  year,  as  required 
by  law,  the  City  Surveyor  be  authorized  and 
directed,  in  behalf  of  this  Board  to  cooperate 
with  the  authorities  of  the  cities  of  Somerville 
and  Newton  and  the  towns  of  Everett,  Brookline, 
Dedham  and  Hyde  Park  or  their  authorized 
agents,  in  defining  the  boundary  lines  between 
the  city  of  Boston  and  said  cities  and  towns,  and 
erecting  suitable  monuments  or  boundary  marks 
wherever  it  may  be  necessary  so  to  do,  and  also 
that  the  said  surveyor  be  directed  to  prepare 
duplicate  descriptions  of  said  boundary  lines, 
after  they  have  been  mutually  agreed  upon  by 
said  surveyor  and  the  authorities  of  said  cities 
and  towns  or  their  authorized  agents;  the  portion 
of  the  expense,  if  any,  properly  chargeable  by 
law  to  the  city  of  Boston,  to  be  paid  from  the 
contingent  fund  of  this  Board. 

Ordered,  That  two  members  of  this  Board,  to- 
gether with  the  City  Clefk  and  City  Surveyor,  be 
and  they  are  hereby  appointed,  in  behalf  of  this 
Board,  to  perambulate  the  boundary  lines  and 
to  examine  the  bound  marks  between  this  city 
and  the  adjoining  towns  and  cities  of  Everett, 
Somerville,  Newton,  Brookline,  Dedham  and 
Hvde  Park. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Aldermen  Viles  and 
Hersey  were  appointed  under  the  orders. 
VENTILATION  OF  CITY  HALL. 

Alderman  Haldeman  — Mr.  Chairman,  the  at- 
mosphere of  this  chamber  is  now  thoroughly 
vitiated,  and  in  another  hour  it  will  be  almost 
impossible  to  stay  here.  1  therefoie  make  a  mo- 
tion that  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be 
authorized  to  employ  au  architect,  as  it  appears 
that  the  City  Architect  neither  has  the.  disposi- 
tion nor  the  ability  to  undertake  the  ventilation 
of  this  chamber.  I  see  the  City  Architect 
is  among  those  whose  salaries  it  is  proposed  shall ' 
be  increased,  and  I  think  after  the  order  we  have 
already  given  him  to  make  some  attempt  to  ar- 
range this  chamber  it  is  a  good  deal  of  an  impo- 
sition for  him  to  c  me  upon  this  floor  and  ask  for 
an  increase  of  salary. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  think  the  gentleman  does 
the  City  Architect  great  injustice.  In  conversa- 
tion with  him  a  few  days  ago  he  informed  me 
that  he  bad  already  furnished  the  committee 
with  all  the  desired  information  in  regard  to  the 
ventilation  of  this  chamber  some  week  ago  or 
more. 

Alderman  Haldeman— In  reply  to  that  I  will 
state  that  several  weeks  ago  I  saw  tape  measures 
and  other  material  here  belonging  to  the  City 
Architect.  They  were  at  work  then,  and  I  thought 
we  might  expect  to  see  something  done  at  once, 
but  I  see  no  evidence  of  it. 

The  Chairman— Will  the  Alderman  please  state 
his  motion  again? 

Alderman  Haldeman— My  motion  is  that  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be  authorized  to 
employ  a  suitable  architect,  if  they  find  that  the 
City  Architect  is  either  unwilling  or  incompetent 
to  undertake  the  job. 
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Alderman  Hersey— Before  that  motion  is  put  I 
would  like  to  hear  from  the  committee  who  have 
this  matter  in  charge,  whether  the  City  Architect 
has  refused  to  furnish  plans  or  whether  he  has 
delayed  furnishing  plans  for  ventilation  of  the 
chamber. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  can  only  say  that  I  am 
surprised  at  the  position  taken  by  members  of  this 
Board  with  regard  to  this  matter  of  ventilation. 
As  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings, to  whom  this  matter  was  referred,  I  have  to 
say  that  this  committee  have  taken  the  matter 
under  consideration,  and  have  given  it  a  great 
deal  of  thought.  We  are  progressing  as 
fast  as  any  committee  or  any  numb«r 
of  gentlemen  can  progress  in  the  mat- 
ter of  ventilating  this  hall.  Gentlemen 
may  think  it  is  a  small  matter  to  go  to  work  and 
cut  holes  here  wherever  they  see  fit,  but  it  has 
got  to  be  done  systematically.  The  City  Archi- 
tect is  doine  his  duty  under  the  instructions  of 
the  committee,  and  I  think  that  committee  have 
no  fault  to  find  with  the  City  Architect.  He  is 
certainlv  doing  what  the  committee  have  asked 
him  to"  do.  The  full  committee  referred 
it  to  a  special  committee,  and  the  chairman  of 
the  special  committee  has  been  absent  some  four 
or  rive  weeks,  but  that  does  not  prevent  the  com- 
mittee from  going  on  and  doing  the  work,  and  it 
is  going  on  to  do  it.  The  gentleman  who  did  the 
work  of  ventilating  the  upper  chamber 
has  given  the  building  a  thorough  investi- 
gation; that  is  to  say,  he  has  looked  it 
over  and  examined  it  to  see  where  he  can  put  his 
flues  for  ventilating  this  chamber;  but  it  is  not  a 
matter  of  a  moment  for  him  to  work  out  his  plans. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  that  tomorrow  the  City 
Architect  will  be  thoroughly  prepared  to  lay  be- 
fore the  suh-committee  the  whole  detail  of  the 
plan.  That  is  where  the  matter  is  now.  As  far 
as  I  am  concerned  I  am  perfectly  willing  that 
any  other  gentleman  or  any  other  special  com- 
mittee should  take  the  matter  in  charge. 

Alderman  Curtis— There  seems  to  be  something 
very  singular  about  the  ventilation  of  this  room. 
It  will  soon  be  three  months  since  that  order  was 
submitted.  If  we  are  to  have  a  Court  House 
and  if  you  are  to  submit  the  •  question  of 
plans  to  this  committee  and  this  Architect,  you 
will  never  get  it  done.  There  is  something  very 
singular  between  these  Aldermen  and  this  Archi- 
tect. The  Architect  came  out  to  my  place  and 
said  the  plans  were  ready  and  had  been  for  a 
year  in  his  office.  Now  we  have  got  to  sit  here 
while  the  chairman  of  the  sub-committee  is 
away,  and  we  don't  know  that  he  will  ever 
return.  I  hold,  sir,  that  the  chairman  of  our 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  if  he  has  a  sub- 
committee which  does  not  do  the  work  assigned 
to  it.  should  appoint  another  immediately,  and 
see  that  the  orders  are  carried  out.  I  do  not  be- 
I'eve  that  it  is  proper  for  him  to  hold  in  his  hands 
for  three  months  such  a  small  matter  as  this. 
There  is  no  reason  under  neaven  why  the  com- 
mittee should  not  report,  and  this  room  be  venti- 
lated at  once,  provided  we  can  carry  the  order 
through. 

Alderman  Slade— I  do  not  know  but  I  am  con- 
stituted a  little  differently  from  some  of  the  mem- 
beis  of  this  Board,  but  I  have  sat  here  five  years 
and  I  never  yet  have  telt  any  inconvenience 
from  the  ventilation  of  this  room.  I 
have  not  lost  an  ounce  of  flesh,  and 
since  I  came  here  I  nave  gone  out  of  this  room  as 
smiling  as  when  I  came  in — as  far  as  ventilation  is 
concerned.  For  the  last  two  years  this  matter 
has  been  before  not  only  the  City  Architect,  but 
before  the  ventilators,  if  I  might  express  it  in 
that  way.  Men  have  been  here  and  looked  the 
building  over  and  nave  said,  "Yes;  I  can  ventilate 
this  room  to  a  dot."  Well,  they  will  go  to  work, 
but  when  they  ccme  to  go  over  and  look  around 
this  building'and  see  where  they  have  got  to  go 
with  their  ventilators,  they  are  all  stuck.  Over  this 
room  ie  the  Council  chamber,  which  covers  it  all 
over  and  more  too,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  get 
around  it.    One  man  says,  "I  will  go  outside." 


Another  says,  "I  will  blow  up  some  cold  air  right 
under  your  feet."  They  have  got  a  sort  of  ven- 
tilation up-stalrs,  but  I  don't  understand 
that  many  of  them  are  not  satisfied 
with  it.  I  never  suffered  any  more  for  want  of 
ventilation  in  my  life  than  I  have  suffered  right 
in  the  middle  of  Boston  Common,  and  I  have  suf- 
fered more  there  than  I  have  In  this  room.  I 
know  the  City  Architect  bad  this  before  him  last 
year  and  gave  it  a  good  deal  of  thought,  and 
made  some  plans;  and  then  the  ventilators 
brought  a  plan.  They  would  start  out  on  a  plan  for 
$1500,  and  look  it  over  and  after  a  while  they  would 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  cost  about 
$4000.  If  this  committee  succeeds  in  getting  this 
room  ventilated  to  the  satisfaction  of  any  mem- 
ber of  this  Board  they  will  do  more  than  I  think 
they  will. 

Alderman  Curtis— The  gentleman  on  my  right 
says  he  has  sat  here  five  years  and  has  lost  no 
flesh.  I  remember  very  well  as  long  ago  as  I  was 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in 
Koxbury  they  had  a  bone  factory  out  on  the  hill, 
I  went  to  work  and  undertook  to  clear  it  out. 
What  did  they  bring  in  ?  They  brought  in  men 
three  times  as  big  as  that  man  and  they  said  they 
had  lived  there  fifteen  or  twenty  years  and  had 
grown  fat  every  year.  Now,  is  that  any  reason 
why  I  should  stay  here  and  have  my  health  in- 
jured because  that  man  is  not  injured  by  the  bad 
air?    I  don't  think  it  is. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  want  to  say,  in  answer  to 
the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  with 
regard  to  the  statement  of  the  City  Architect, 
that  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  since  I 
have  been  connected  with  it,  has  never  seen  a 
plan  of  any  name  or  nature  for  ventilating  this 
building. 

Alderman  Curtis— Certainly,  if  I  understood  the 
City  Architect  correctly,  he  told  me  last  week 
that  he  had  got  the  plans  all  ready.  That  is  all  1 
have  got  to  say  about  the  plans. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  agree  with  the  Alder- 
man on  my  right,  that  some  men  can  grow  tat  on 
vile  smells,  and  vet  it  is  not  very  agreeable,  and  I 
am  not  one  of  them.  From  the  statement  of  the 
gentleman,  and  I  suppose  he  speaks  with  author- 
ity, it  appears  that  efforts  have  been  made  for 
two  years  to  ventilate  this  hall.  If  our 
City  Architect  has  been  unable  in  that 
time  to  carry  out  some  system  for  this 
ventilation,  I  certainly  think  he  is  not 
the  man  to  do  it,  and  all  this  talk  about  plans  is 
a  good  deal  ot  nonsense.  We  want  a  little  less 
expert  theory  and  a  little  more  common  sense. 
I  think  if  any  of  you  gentlemen  in  this  hall 
owned  a  building  like  this,  you  could  very  readily 
do  it  in  a  week,  and  I  think  this  committee  can 
do  it  in  a  week,  or  somebody  outside  of  the  city 
authorities  can  do  it. 

Alderman  Woolley— Of  the  City  Architect  I 
only  say  that  so  far  as  I  know  he  is  perfectly 
competent  to  fill  his  office.  I  don't  believe  a  more 
competent  man  is  in  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton today  to  fill  the  office  of  City  Architect.  I  be- 
lieve that  he  is  doing  his  duty  under  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  committee.  It  is  not  the  City  Archi- 
tect, but  the  committee  that  is  tc  blame,  and  as 
chairman  of  the  committee  I  am  bound  to  stand 
up  and  defend  the  City  Architect  in  this  case. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  have  no  question  as  to 
the  Architect's  ability,  but  I  have  certainly  as  to 
his  disposition.  This  question  has  been  agitated 
and  debated  enough  for  all  ordinary  purposes, 
and  I  think  it  is  necessary  that  something  should 
be  done. 

The  question  came  upon  the  passage  of  the  or- 
der reduced  to  writing  as  f  illows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  employ  a  suitable  architect 
to  provide  proper  ventilation  for  the  Aldermen's 
room  if  they  find  the  City  Architect  is  dilatory  or 
incompetent  to  provide  the  same. 

On  morion  of  Alderman  Woolley,  the  order  was 
indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  Board  ad- 
journed. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

APRIL    28,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  called 
to  order  at  7.30  P.  M.,  President  Bailey  in  the 
cbair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Reports  ana  orders  for  permits  to  build  to  be 
issued,  viz.: 

Highland  Ice  Company,  Gardner  street,  Ward 
23 

Drivers'  Union  Ice  Company,  Rutherford  ave- 
nue, Ward  25. 

Eli  W.  Hoyt,  Saratoga  street,  Ward  1. 

Henry  Pfaff,  rear  of  65  Pynchon  street,  Ward  21. 

Dexter  J.  Cutter,  South  street,  Ward  24. 

J.  O.  Whitten,  Upton  court,  Ward  25. 

Jones  &  Cook,  East  Second  street,  Ward  14. 

Butchers'  S.  aud  M.  Association,  rear  of  Market 
street,  Ward  25. 

Edward  Habich,  Centre  street,  Ward  21. 

Henry  Dudley,  Green  street,  Ward  23. 

Clark  &  Smith,  Medford  street,  Ward  3. 

William  H.  Thayer,  rear  of  Blue  Hill  avenue, 
Ward  23. 

Warren  C.  and  M.  Company,  East  First  street, 
Ward  14. 

Dexter  J.  Cutter,  Commercial  street,  Ward  21. 

Joseph  F.  Pray,  rear  of  Chestnut  street,  Ward  9. 

Eli  W.  Hoyt,  Saratoga  street,  coiner  Riverside 
avenue,  Ward  1. 

Pearson  Cordage  Company,  Norfolk  avenue, 
Ward  20. 

Christopher  Blake,  Dorr  street,  Ward  15. 

Wood,  Bailey  &  Wood,  Winchester  street, 
Waid  5. 

Reed  Brothers  &  Sawin,  Winchester  street, 
Ward  5. 

Reports  accepted,  and  orders  severally  passed 
in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  Catharine  Hennessey  $58.18  due 
her  deceased  busband  for  work  as  lamplighter. 
Read  twice  and  passed  in  concurrence  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rules  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rogers 
of   Ward  22. 

Appointment  of  inspector  of  lime,  fence  view- 
ers, culler  of  hoops,  etc.,  held  drivers  and  pound 
keepers.  Appointments  severally  confirmed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Streets  to  report 
on  all  matters  in  controversy  between  the  city 
and  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Corporation 
in  relation  to  the  extension  of  Broadway.  Read 
twice  and  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  a  contract  with  the  Old  Colony  & 
Newport  Railroad  Company,  for  raising  the  grade 
of  said  road  and  buildiug  a  bridge  and  abutments 
over  D  street  extended,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed 
$35,000.  Read  twice  and  passed  in  concurrence 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Lauten  of  Ward  14. 

COMMISSIONER  OF    SINKING    FUNDS. 

The  report  nominating  and  certificate  of  the 
election  of  Newton  Talbot  as  Commissioner  of  the 
Sinking  Funds  for  two  years  came  down  from 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  the  question  being  upon 
the  acceptance  of  the  report  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  move  that  the  re- 
port be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, with  instructions  to  obtain  the  opinion  of 
the  City  Solicitor  as  to  whether  the  present 
method  of  electing  Commissioners  ot  the  Sinking 
Funds  is  Bate  and  legal.  I  am  very  glad  it  comes 
on  the  case  ot  such  a  well  known  "and  respected 
public  servaDt  as  Mr.  Talbot,  because  everybody 
will  understand  there  is  no  objection  to  him  per- 
sonally. Probably  his  nomination  will  be  unani- 
mously confirmed;  but  I  do  feel  there  are  grave 
doubts  in  regard  to  our  present  system  of  elect- 
ing these  officers,  and  this  is  the  proper  time  for 
any  change  to  be  made  if  we  are  to  have  any. 
Having  had  some  conversation  with  the  Audit- 
or during  the  past  week,  and  finding  that 
he  relies  somewhat  upon  a  former  state- 
ment of  the  City  Solicitor,  I  think  it  is 
right  and  proper  that  we  should  get  the 
written  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  on  a  very 
important  question.  As  the  nomination  would 
lie  over  one  week  probably,  there  would  l.e  no 
time  lost;  and  1  hope,  therefore,  the  matter  will 


be  referred  in  that  way  to  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee, with  instructions  to  obtain  the  written  opin- 
ion of  the  City  Solicitor  on  the  question. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  if  he  has  examined  the 
statutes  in  regard  to  the  matter  and  is  ready  to 
give  an  explanation  of  the  existing  state  ot  the 
law  under  which  these  commissioners  are  ap- 
pointed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— In  reply,  I  would 
say  that  the  members  of  the  Sub-Committee  on 
the  Revision  of  the  Ordinances  last  year  had  very 
grave  doubts  in  regard  to  this  subject.  And 
though  I  do  not  think  it  proper  to  quote 
the  opinion  of  the  sub-committee,  because 
one  member  is  absent  this  evening  and 
another  member  happily  fills  the  chair, 
1  can  only  say  that  the  matter  has  been  carefully 
considered  by  the  sub-committee  of  last  year,  and 
very  grave  doubts  exist  in  our  minds.  And 
rather  than  have  any  discussion  here  which  would 
perhaps  be  an  imperfect  discussion,  which  would 
only  have  a  tendency  to  create  a  doubt,  it  seems 
to  me  a  wiser  plan  to  refer  it  at  once  to  the 
City  Solicitor,  and  then  the  matter  will  be  put  at 
rest  forever.  Whereas  if  we  undertake  to  make 
any  explanation  now  to  this  Council,  it  would 
only  have  an  unsettling  effect  without  any  good 
result.  I  assure  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21 
that  the  matter  was  very  carefully  considered, 
and  it  is  something  by  no  means  clear. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  had  the  impression,  al- 
though this  point  had  not  been  brought  to  my 
attention  recently,  that  the  term  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  Commissioners  was  fixed  by  statute.  On 
page  305,  section  8  of  these  statutes  aud  ordi- 
nances relating  to  the  election  of  Sinking  Fund 
Commissioners  in  any  town,  it  says  that  in  the 
first  instance  they  shall  be  elected  for  one,  two 
and  three  years  respectively;  and  that  annually 
thereafter  there  shall  be  elected  for  three  years  a 
number  equal  to  the  number  whose  term  of  ser- 
vice then  expires.  If  there  is  ar>y  other  statute  I 
have  it  not  at  hand.  My  impression  is  that  the 
term  for  which  the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners 
shall  be  elected  is  fixed  by  statute,  and  if  that  is 
the  case  a  delay  for  the  inquiry  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  would  be  useless. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  can  only  repeat 
that  the  matter  was  considered  and  discussed  re- 
peatedly by  the  sub-committee;  and  if  the  gentle- 
man prefers  to  take  a  rambling  reading  of  the 
section,  an  imperfect  digest,  I  cannot  help  it.  I 
can  only  say  that  the  matter  is  one  which  is  too 
important  to  be  lightly  passed  over.  There  is  no 
hurry  about  electing  this  officer,  and  there  is  no 
opposition  to  the  person  proposed.  On  the  other 
hand  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  tha.t  every- 
thing that  relates  to  the  finances  of  the  city 
should  be  carefully  considered.  And  though  I 
could  probably  add  a  great  deal  to  what  the  gen- 
tleman has  said  from  my  recollection,  I  do  not 
think  it  is  fair  either  to  myself  or  to  the  Council 
to  undertake  to  make  a  statement  from  my  recol- 
lection of  what  was  discussed  last  October  by  a 
committee  which  contained  two  competent  law- 
yers. I  hope  for  that  leason  that  the  Council 
will  send  the  matter  to  the  City  Solicitor  and 
get  his  opinion.  I  am  sure  the  Council  will  not 
imagine  that  I  make  the  delay  from  any  other 
motive  than  to  serve  the  public  in  the  matter. 
Certainly,  a  discussion  at  this  time  on  imperfect 
information  would  do  more  harm  than  good. 
When  we  can  so  easily  get  the  opinion  of  a  com- 
petent person,  and  get  it  in  writing,  I  think  it  is 
a  great  deal  better  than  for  me  to  answer  his 
question. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— Although  I  am  not  a 
member  of  the  subcommittee,  still  I  will  state 
that  this  has  been  before  the  general  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  and  I  think  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
doubt  of  The  legality  of  the  present  ordinance 
on  the  subject.  I  am  not  sufficiently  familiar 
with  the  subject  to  explain  just  what  the  position 
is,  but  I  will  say  I  think  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances did  feel  there  was  some  doubt  about  this 
matter— sufficient  doubt  to  justify  obtaining  a 
competent  opinion  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  wish  to  say  6imply  in 
addition  that  I  asked  the  gentleman  who  was 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinarces  a  ques- 
tion, and  that  is  whether  the  term  for  which  the 
Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  shall  be  elected  is 
fixed  by  statute?  He  is  not  ready  to  answer  it. 
if  the  term  is  fixed  by  statute,  as  it  appears  to  be 
in  reading  the  statutes  as  compiled  here,  then 
there  is  no  question  to  be  asked  of  the  City  Soli- 
citor.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  says  there  is 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


no  opposition  to  the  confirmation  of  this  appoint- 
ment, and  if  that  is  so,  what  is  the  reason  for 
putting' it  off?  I  think  it  is  a,  good  time  now  to 
remark  that  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  ought 
to  give  us  a  report  pretty  soon  on  the  matter  of 
ordinances.  They  presented  a  voluminous  re- 
port the  latter  nart  of  last  year,  and  that  was 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
They  have  had  three  months  of  this 
year  in  which  to  consider  their  report 
and  present  it  to  us.  But  I  understand  there  is 
an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  committee  to  give 
us  these  ordinances  V.y  piecemeal  through  the 
year,  and  let  us  pass  them  easy  in  that  way  so 
they  ir.ay  slip  through  without  that  particular 
discriminating  examination  which  they  would 
get  it  presented  in  a  body.  If  that  is  so  I  do  not 
think  it  will  be  satisfactory  to  this  Council.  I 
think  we  should  rather  have  this  Committee  on 
•Ordinances,  instead  of  blocking  every  nomina- 
tion in  the  way  they  do,  by  suggesting  that  the 
ordinances  are  illea'al,  etc.— we  should  be  better 
satisfied  to  have  them  bring  in  their  report  and 
let  us  know  what  it  is  legal  for  us  to  do  and  what 
ordinances  we  may  legally  pass,  and  let  us  see  it 
in  the  report.  But  as  to  objecting,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  has  recently,  to  every  nom- 
ination brought  in  here  on  the  ground  that  there 
may  be  something  in  the  ordinance  that  is  not 
legal,  I  think  that  is  rather — tu  use  a  common  ex- 
pression— "played  out."  The  thing  has  been  done 
so  lor  along  time,  even  if  it  were  not  authorized 
by  some  recent  interpretation  of  it.  The  tenure 
of  office,  when  it  is  fixed  by  statute,  is  certainly 
to  be  observed  here,  and  stands  on  a  different 
footing  from  what  it  does  in  case  it  is  fixed  by 
ordinance  only.  I  have  no  word  in  the  matter  of 
electing  Mr.  Talbot  here  tonight  to  this  office.  I 
assume  it  to  be  a  fact,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  says,  that  there  is  no  opposition  to  it 
whatever,  and  it  may  as  well  be  done  now  as  at 
any  other  time.  The*  Committee  on  Ordinances 
should  be  ready  certainly  to  say  whether  one  is 
fixed  by  statute  or  ordinance,  so  as  to  raise  no 
question  as  to  the  electing  for  a  term. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12,  and  also  with  my  colleague 
from  Ward  10,  that  this  question  ought  to  be  dis- 
tinctly considered  and  decided  without  further 
delay.  At  the  same  time  it  seems  to  me,  as  stated 
by  me  gentleman  from  Ward  21,  that  from  the 
reading  of  the  statutes  it  appears  that  this  term 
oi  office  is  fixed  by  statute.  If  it  is  necessary 
to  have  a  special  case  in  order  to  decide 
the  question,  some  other  case  would  be  a  better 
one  to  take  up.  And  I  was  about  to  rise  and  ask 
my  colleague  from  Ward  10  if  it  did  not  appear 
to  him  that  the  term  of  this  office  was  fixed  by 
statute;  and  that  being  the  case,  if  the  case  of 
some  other  officer  would  not  be  a  better  one  to 
come  to  our  decision  upon.  It  might  also  be  sug- 
gested that  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor 
could  be  obtained  as  well  after  we  had  acted  on 
the  nomination  as  before. 

Mr.  If  art  of  Ward  18—1  see  by  the  ordinance 
under  which  we  elect  these  officers,  which  was 
passed  in  1870,  establishing  the  Sinking  Fund 
Commissioners  of  the  city  of  Boston,  it  says  there 
shall  be  chosen  annually  one  member  of  the  said 
board  from  the  citizens  at  large,  ere. ;  and  in  the 
r.tatute  of  1875.  creating  Sinking  Fund  Commis- 
sioners, in  the  last  clause  ot  section  8,  it  says  that 
the  foregoing  provision  as  to  the  mode  of  electing 
commissioners  shall  not  apply  to  the  Board  of 
Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  already  established. 
So  we  are  at  work  under  the  ordinance  passed  by 
the  city  ot  Boston  in  1870.  1  see  no  reason  why 
we  should  not  go  into  an  election  tonight. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  do  not  propose  to 
be  diverted  from  the  question  before  us  by  the 
rather  crude  rhetoric  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  21.  In  regard  to  tne  proceedings  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  I  will  say  that  it  is  rather 
ungracious,  after  refusing  to  pass  upon  the  ordi- 
nances last  fall  because  they  were  presented  in  a 
body,  to  object  now  to  having  them  taken  up 
piecemeal.  But  there  is  no  warrant  for  saying 
that  the  committee  propose  to  offer  the  ordinan- 
ces in  that  wav-  At  all  events,  I  think  it  is  better 
to  let  that  subject  alone  until  later  in  the  evening. 
I  wish  to  confine  myself  now  to  the  matter  before 
the  Council.  The  question  in  regard  to  Sinking 
Fund  Commissioners,  from  the  very  fact  tfiat  it  is 
partly  governed  by  statute,  is  different  from  any 
of  the  other  offices  for  which  we  have  elected  in- 
cumbents this  year;  and  it  is  also  a  much  more  im- 
portant office  than  those  we  have  filled.  Therefore, 


instead  of  waiting  for  some  providential  case  to 
come  up  on  the  general  ground  of  electing  some 
official  with  a  salary  ot  i§1200  a  year,  it  is  more 
important  to  settle  this  question  on  its  merits; 
and  I  should  feel  compelled,  if  the  debate  is  con- 
tinued, and  my  associate  on  the  sub-committee  is 
still  absent,  to  call  upon  the  President  of  this 
body,  who  was  a  member  of  that  committee,  to 
state  whether  or  not  he  thinks  there  is  any  rea- 
son, or  any  reasonable  ground,  for  obtaining  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor.  I  have  not  bad  an 
opportunity  to  consult  with  the  sub-committees 
of  last  year,  consisting  of  Mr.  Wharton,  Mr. 
Bailey  and  myself,  and  therefore  I  may  he  en- 
tirely in  error.  But  the  remedy  is  so  easily  ap- 
plied, and  the  matter  is  so  important,  that  I 
shoud  still  prefer  to  have  the  matter  go  to  the 
City  Solicitor,  and  let  the  doubt  be  settled  now. 
I  can  only  say  that  this  case  does  not  depend  upon 
any  other  case,  and  that  it  is  by  far  the  most 
important  case  we  have  had;  and  certaiuly 
it  seems  to  me  to  be  without  a  parallel  to  refuse 
to  obtain  the  City  Solicitor's  opinion  to  satisfy 
the  doubts  of  even  one  member  of  this  Council. 
I  can  hardly  remember  a  case  when  any  member 
of  this  Council  has  stated  that  before  voting  on 
a  subje  it  he  wished  to  have  the  opinion  of  the 
law  officer  of  the  City  Government  and  it  was  re- 
fused him.  And  I  think  that  there  must  be  some 
members  here  who  will  feel  that  the  hurrying 
through  of  an  election  by  a  suspension  of  the 
votes,  or  in  any  other  manner,  at  the  present  time, 
is  hardly  desirable  so  long  as  any  member  for 
any  reason  desires  to  be  better  acquainted  with 
the  tacts  and  the  law.  As  I  have  already  stated, 
I  do  not  wish  to  go  into  a  debate  of  the  subject. 
I  do  not  feel  sufficiently  well  informed.  I  can 
only  say  to  the  gentleman  trom  Ward  21  that  he 
is  wrong  in  supposing  the  case  is  as  simple  as  he 
imagines.  I  do  not  wish  to  display  my  ignorance 
of  tbe  law  in  puhlie  any  more  than  i  can  help, 
but  I  should  be  very  happy  to  point  out  to  him 
individually  what  I  suppose  to  be  the  gr'nnds 
of  doubt,  and  that  they  are  greater  than  he  im- 
agines. I  hope  the  motion  to  refer 
will  prevail,  and  that  the  matter  will 
not  be  passed  over  by  debating  on  anv 
side  issue  in  regard  to  what  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  or  any  member  of  it  may  have  said  or 
done. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— As  reference  has  been 
made  to  a  member  of  tne. sub-Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances who  is  not  here  tonight,  I  might  simply 
say  this:  That  during  the  last  meeting  he  drew 
an  order  which  he  proposed  to  submit  either  then 
or,  as  I  understood  him,  at  this  meeting,  which 
would  bring  this  matter  before  the  Committee  on 
Ordinaucesfor  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  City 
Solicitor's  opinion.  He  submitted  the  order  to 
me,  I  remember. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— I  would  say  in  answer 
to  the  question  put  by  my  colleague  from  Ward 
10,  if  he  has  not  been  sufficiently  answered,  that 
this  question  is  not  merely  a  question  with  re- 
gard to  the  term  of  office.  We  "nave  had  several 
cases  before  the  Council  this  yeai  in  which  the 
question  has  arisen  as  to  the  right  of  this  Council 
to  elect  officers  for  a  given  term,  more  particu- 
larly for  a  term  excetding  one  year:  and  the 
question  with  regard  to  the  Sinking  Fund  Com- 
missioners is  not  only  with  reference  to  the  length 
of  term.  There  is  a  deeper  question,  and  it 
relates  to  the  operation  of  the  two  statutes  that 
have  been  quoted  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  18. 
As  I  said  before,  I  am  not  familiar  with  tbe 
subject,  and  1  have  not  examined  it  enough  to 
give  a  particular  statement;  but  here  is  a  ques- 
tion which  is  deeper  and  much  more  important 
than  the  mere  question  of  how  long  we  may  elect 
an  officer  for. 

The  question  was  taken  and  the  report  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Judiciary  with  in- 
structions. 

The  question  then  came  upon  concurring  with 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  the  election  of  Mr. 
Talbot  as  Commissioner  of  the  Sinking  Funds. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25  moved  that  the  Coun- 
cil proceed  to  ballot  for  a  Sinking  Fund  Commis- 
sioner. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— That  would  be  such 
an  entire  reversal  of  the  action  we  have  already 
taken  that  I  move  to  specially  assign  the  matter 
of  the  election  of  a  Sinking  Fund  Commissioner 
to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  at  eight 
o'clock. 

The  motion  to  specially  assigr  prevailed. 
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BOARD  OF  HEALTH    COMMISSIONER. 

The  Mayor's  message  appointing,  subject  to 
confirmation.  Samuel  H.  Durgin  to  be  a  member 
of  the  Board  o r  Health  Commissioners  for  the 
term  beginning  May  1,  1881,  came  from  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  for  concurrence  in  the  confirmation, 

Mr.  Pray  ol  Ward  5  moved  to  suspend  the  rule, 
so  ttiat  the  Council  might  proceed  to  ballot  for 
the  confirmation.  The  rule  was  suspended  and 
Messrs.  Hosley  of  Ward  15,  Folan  of  Ward  13  and 
Counell  of  Ward  20  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes.  A  ballot  was 
taken,  with  the  following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes 57 

Necessary  for  a  cnoice 29 

Ves....'. 54 

No 3 

And  Mr.  Durgin  was  confirmed  in  concurrence. 

REGULATION  AND  INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

The  report  and  an  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordi- 
nance in  relation  to  the  regulation  and  inspection 
of  buildings  (City  Doc.  No.  57)  came  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  The  report  was  accepted  in 
concurrence,  and  ihe  ordinance  was  read  once, 
and  the  question  was  on  giving  the  ordiuanee  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— I  would  like  some  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  to  explain  this  change  in 
the  ordinance:  "Striking  out  all  from  the  words 
'forty-two'  in  the  sixth  line  of  said  section  to  the 
word  'city'  in  the  ninth  line  thereof,  both  inclu- 
sive, and  substituting  therefor  the  words  'forty- 
five  feet.'  " 

Mr.  Wharton.of  Ward  11 — I  will  say,  in  answer 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1,  that  the  reason 
for  the  amendment  is  this:  As  the  law  stands  at 
present,  no  wooden  buildings  for  dwelling:  pur- 
poses can  be  erected  to  a  greater  height 
than  forty-two  feet  above  the  sills,  and  it  is 
moreover  provided  that  the  sills  shall  not  be  more 
than  three  feet  above  the  grade  of  the  street. 
Now  in  practice  it  has  been  lound  extremely  dif- 
ficult in  all  cases  not  to  build  houses  with  the 
sills  highpr  than  three  feet  above  the  grade  of  the 
street.  It  has  been  found  so  inconvenient  that 
the  Inspector  of  Buildings  has  represented  to 
the  committee  that  the  provision  regulating  the 
height  ot  the  sills  from  the  grade  of  the  street 
should  he  repealed.  The  committee  in  consider- 
ing that  question  had  to  provide  what  tne  height 
of  wooden  buildings  should  be.  They  are  allowed 
by  the  law  to  be  forty-two  feet  above  the  sills, and 
the  sill  must  be  three  feet  above  the  grade  or  the 
street.  That  enables  buildings  to  be  built  forty- 
five  feet  high.  Therefore  it  seemed  to  the  com- 
mittee the  best  thing  they  could  rio  was  to  recom- 
mend that  the  ordinance  be  so  amended  that  no 
wooden  buildings  used  for  dwelling  purposes 
shall  be  higher  than  forty-five  feet,  making  no 
provision  with  regard  to  the  height  of  the  sill,  ex- 
cept that  the  sill  shall  be  never  below  the  grade 
of  the  street. 

Mr.  Lovell  ot  Ward  1— Do  I  understand  the 
gentleman  that  the  sill  should  not  be  over  three 
feet  above  the  grade  of  tne  street? 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— That  is  the  present 
provision. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1—1  am  not  a  practical 
builaer,  but  I  would  like  to  know,  provided  f 
should  wish  to  build  a  house  and  should  desire  to 
raise  the  basement  story  in  order  to  get  room  in 
my  basement  story,  do  1  understand  that  it  would 
be  impossible  for  me  to  build  that  basement 
above  the  street  mere  than  three  feet  ? 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— 1  have  evidently  ut- 
terly tailed  to  explain  my  position  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  1.  The  law  as  it  now  stands  pre- 
vents a.. y  person  from  placing  a  sill  more  than 
three  feet  above  the  grade  of  the  street.  The 
amendment  to  the  ordinance  allows  a  person 
to  place  a  sill  just  as  high  or  just  as  low 
as  In-  likes,  and  at  the  fame  time  preserves 
the  restrictions  of  the  present  law  that  a 
building  shall  not  be  higher  than  forty-five  feet. 
That  is  the  effect  of  the  amendment' proposed. 
It  enables  wooden  buildings  for  dwelling  uur- 
poses  to  be  built  forty-five  feet  high,  and  enables 
the  sills  to  he  placed  at  such  height  above  the 
street  as  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  or  the  person 
building  the  house  sees  fit,  provided  the  sill  is  not 
placed  below  the  grade  of  the  street;  so  that  in 
regard  to  the  sills  of  wooder  buildings  used  for 
dwelling  purposes  there  is  greater  lioerty  than 
has  existed  heretofore. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1—1  understood  the  gentle- 
man  to  say  that  the  ordinance  now  stood  that 


a  sill  could  not  be  placed  over  three  feet  above 
the  grade  of  the  street. 

Mr.  AVharton  of  Ward  11— That  is  so  under  the 
present  law. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— Well,  by  this  proposed 
change — 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  would  state  further 
that  the  amendment  makes  a  similar  pro- 
vision in  regard  to  wooden  buildings  used  for 
other  purposes  than  dwelling-houses.  It  pro- 
vides that  these  buildings  shall  not  exceed 
fifty-five  feet  in  height.  The  present  ordinance 
has  the  same  provision  in  regard  to  the  height  of 
the  sills  iu  these  buildings  as  in  the  case  of 
wooden  building  used  lor  dwellings,  and  provides 
that  the  houses  shall  not  be  more  than  fif  ty-two 
feet  above  the  sill.  The  committee  have  changed 
that  in  the  same  way,  and  provide  mat  those 
buildings  shall  not  be  over  fifty-five  feet  high, 
but  give  a  perfect  liberty  to  put  the  sills  at  what- 
ever height  the  Inspector  ot  Buildings  may  ap- 
prove. Then  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  it 
was  considered  best  to  add  a  paragraph  at  the 
end  of  section  23,  providing  that  in  no  case  shall 
the  sills  of  any  building  referred  to  in  this  sec- 
tion be  laid  beiow  the  grade  ot  the  street,  unless 
by  special  permit  of  the  Inspector  of  Brildings. 

The  amendment  to  section  27  is  as  follows: 

Section  27  of  said  ordinance  is  hereby  amended 
by  adding  thereto  the  following:  "Provided,  how- 
ever that  the  foregoing  dimensions  for  posts  and 
girts  shall  not  apply  to  buildings  not  exceeding 
four  hundred  feet  in  area,  and  less  than  fifteen 
feet  in  height." 

It  was  found  in  experience  that  often  very 
small  wooden  buildings  were  put  up.  and  conse- 
quently the  provisions  of  that  section  rendered 
certain  proportions  of  those  buildings  perfectly 
improper  aud  out  of  place;  because,  however 
small  a  building  might  be,  in  every  single  case 
the  posts  and  girts  and  plates  must  be  just  such  a 
size,  must  be  just  so  placed,  must  be  just  so  mor- 
tised, just  so  tendoned  and  pinned,  and  the  plates 
must  be  not  more  than  thirty-two  inches  apart, 
and  the  girts  not  less  than  four  by  eight  inches. 
Now  >n  very  small  buildings  these  dimensions 
were  out  of  place,  and  it  was  recommended  to 
the  committee  that  a  change  should  be  made  pro- 
viding that  in  buildings  of  a  certain  size  these 
provisions  should  be  done  away  with. 

The  ordinance  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  the 
rule  was  suspended  and  the  ordinance  was  read  a 
second  time  and  passed  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

REPORT  ON  CBARLESTOWN  BRIDGE. 

The  non-concurrence  in  the  amendment  made 
by  the  Couucil  to  the  order  concerning  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  New  Bridge  to  Chariestown 
came  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  the  question 
being  on  receding  from  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— We  shall  probably 
lose  time  by  sending  this  tack  to  the  Board,  and 
the  object  of  the  order  would  not  be  reached.  I 
therefore  move  that  the  Council  recede  from  its 
amendment,  so  that  we  may  get  the  report  as 
soon  as  the  committee  can  make  It. 

The  motion  to  recede  prevailed,  and  the  order 
was  passed  in  concurrence. 

CANCELLATION  OF  TAXES, 

The  order  to  cancel  certair  taxes  assessed  in 
the  name  of  Francis  Sageron  an  estate  corner  of 
High  and  school  streets,  Chariestown,  came  up 
as  unfinished  business,  and  was  read  a  second 
time  and  passed  in  concurrence. 

COMMITTEE  ON    FOURTH    OF    JULY    CELEBRATION. 

The  appointment  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Fourth  of  July  Celebration  came  up  as  un- 
finished business.  The  President  appointed  the 
following  named  as  members  of  the  coinmiutee: 
Messrs.  Morrison  of  Ward  1,  Doherty  of  Ward  2, 
Walsh  of  Ward  3,  Cotton  of  Ward  4,  Pray  of  Ward 
5,  McLaughlin  ot  Ward  6,  Doherty  ot  Ward  7, 
Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8,  Parkman  of  Ward  'J,  Free- 
man of  Ward  10,  Wharton  of  Ward  11,  Cronin  of 
Ward  12,  Devlin  of  Ward  13,  Lauten  of  Ward  14, 
Bartlett  of  Ward  15,  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16,  Beal 
of  Ward  17,  Brimbecom  of  Ward  18,  Maguire  of 
Ward  19,  Fish  of  Ward  20,  Smith  of  Ward  21, 
Rogers  of  Ward  22,  Morrison  of  Ward  23,  Eddy  of 
Ward  24,  Bigelow  of  Ward  25.    Sent  up. 

PRINCE  SCHOOLHOUSE    YARD. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  called  for  the  special 
assignment  tor  quarter-past  eight  o'clock,  which 
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was  the  report  and  order  for  the  purchase  of 
about  33G0  square  feet  of  laud  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Prince  Schoolhouse  yard,  at  a  cost 
not  exceeding  $11,000. 

The  question  was  on  passing  the  order  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Whituiore  of  Ward  12—1  move  that  the  or- 
der be  indefinitely  postponed,  and  I  will  endeavor 
very  briefly  to  state  the  reasons  therefor.  I  pre- 
sume that  quite  a  number  of  the  members  of  the 
Council  have  been  down  and  looked  at  the  laud. 
I  have  here  a  map,  aud  I  believe  other  persons 
have  a  map  of  the  same  thing.  It  having  been 
prepared  by  the  City  Architect,  I  presume  that 
the  measurements  cau  be  relied  upon.  The  school- 
house  fronts  on  Exeter  street,  and  nas  a  side  on 
Newbury  street,  and  on  the  further  side  there  is  a 
small  16  or  20  foot  street.  Consequently,  if  I  un- 
derstand the  plan  correctly,  this  schoolhouse  is 
bounded  by  streets  on  three  sides.  The  piece  of 
land  which  it  is  desired  to  purchase  at  the  present 
time  is  at  the  rear  upon  Newbury  street,  and  meas- 
ures 112  feet  deep  by  30  feet  wide,  making  3360  feet. 
For  this  $3.50  per  foot,  or  $11,000  in  all,  is  asked 
lor.  I  move  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  order  on 
the  ground  that — 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11  —  I  would  like  to 
interrupt  the  gentleman  simply  to  make  a  cor- 
rection. 

Mr.  Wnitmore  of  Ward  12—1  should  be  happy 
to  answer  any  question. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  have  no  question  to 
ask.  I  simply  want  to  make  a  slight  correction 
in  the  gentleman's  statement. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  am  so  liable  to  er- 
ror, Mr.  President,  that  I  thiuk  that  would  be 
ground  for  innumerable  interruptions.  If  I  have 
read  the  figures  wrongly,  I  am  very  sorry,  and  the 
gentleman  can  correct  my  feeble  sight  and  im- 
perfect familiarity  with  figures.  The  schoolhouse 
as  originally  built  was  only  two-thirds  its  pro- 
posed size.  Within  two  or  three  years  the  rear 
portion  of  it  has  been  added,  which  was  a  part  of 
the  original  plan,  and  makes  a  symmetrical 
whole.  It  has  between  the  rear  and  the  lot  pro- 
posed to  be  taken  a  distance  of  nineteen  feet  and 
one  inch  at  the  narrowest  point,  and  about  twen- 
ty feet  nearly  all  the  way.  The  land  on  the  side 
between  NewDury  street  and  the  school  is  twen- 
ty-two feet  in  the  narrowest  place,  and  probably 
twenty-five  or  twenty-six  feet  in  the  widest  place. 
I  mention  this  fact  to  show  that  there  is  no  press- 
ing necessity  for  obtaining  more  space.  The 
schoolhouse  has  already  on  the  westerly  side 
toward  the  narrow  street,  the  name  of  which  I 
do  not  know,  considerable  room;  and  beside  that, 
and  what  is  of  more  importance,  there  is  on  the 
Newbury  side  more  laud  now  unused  for  school- 
yard purooses  than  is  proposed  to  be  taken  in  the 
new  lot. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21— Will  the  gentleman  al- 
low me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— Certainly. 

Mr.  Pratt  ot  Ward  21— If  the  gentleman  knows 
whether  or  not  the  restrictions  upon  that  land 
upon  Newbury  street  prevent  it  from  being  used 
for  scnoolhouse  or  yard  purposes  ? 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  have  already 
stated  that  the  space  between  the  fence 
and  the  wall  is  now  laid  down  to  grass,  and 
I  doubt  if  the  gentleman  will  follow 
up  the  doubt  wbi.h  he  has  very  ingenious- 
ly insinuated  by  stating  that  people  can  have 
grass  to  look  at,  but  cannot  go  on  it.  I  presume 
that  nothing  but  the  rules  of  tbe  school  prevent 
the  children  from  going  upon  that  grass,  and  I 
do  not  believe  it  is  a  hanging  offence,  even  with 
our  present  school  system.  It  may  be  that 
the  conssquerces  may  be  unpleasant  when 
the  rules  have  been  violated,  but  I  suppose  they 
only  scold  them  a  little  tor  going  on  the  grass 
and  do  nothing  else  to  them.  This  $11,000  piece 
of  land  on  Newbury  street  is  not  absolutely 
needed  for  any  purpose  except  to  give  light  to 
two  windows.  As  I  understand  from  the  City 
Architect,  this  rear  portiou  of  the  school  consists 
of  two  schoolrooms  one  above  the  other,  and 
there  is  one  window  in  each  room  which  looks 
out  towards  the  west.  And  yet  that  schoolroom 
has  light  on  two  other  sides,  as  the  plan  shows. 
There  is  light  towards  the  west  and  light  towards 
the  north,  in  both  cases  looking  over  the  present 
yard  and  beyond  that  looking  over  the  twenty- 
foot  street  beyond.  In  other  words,  so  far  as 
light  and  air  are  concerned,  we  are  asked  to  pay 
$11,000  for  the  privilege  ot  seeing  to  a  little  better 
advantage  from  two  windows.  It  seems  to  me 
that  that  charge   is   entirely  out  of   pronortion. 


The  case  is  so  simple  that  I  do  not  propose  to  en- 
large upon  it.  I  say  nothing  that  has  been  said 
in  conversation  among  the  members.  I  know  of 
nothing  that  has  been  said  about  it,  though  per- 
haps there  may  be  some  statement  made  by  the 
committee  or  persons  interested.  I  caD  see  no 
reason  why  we  should  go  to  this  enormous  expense 
to  rectify  what  was  possibly  a  mistake  in  past 
years.  It  will  be  said,  no  doubt,  that  it  was 
a  mistake  of  the  original  committee  not  to  have 
taken  more  land.  It  would  be  ve-y  desirable  if 
every  schoolhouse  in  the  city  had  a  large  yard 
connected  with  it.  But  I  know  that  is  not  the 
case  in  regard  to  many  schoolhouses,  nor  is  It 
possible  at  the  present  time  to  go  around  and  cor- 
rect the  mistakes  of  past  years.  The  school  is  no 
doubt  a  very  nice  school,  patronized  by  a  very 
nice  class  of  our  fellow  citizens.  If  I  remember 
right  it  is  the  only  school  in  the  city  that  is  fa- 
vored by  having  a  single  session— an  exemption 
made  in  its  tavor— and  everything  is  very  nicely 
in  it  now.  It  would  be  very  hard  to  make  me  be- 
lieve that  this  grass  plat  on  the  side  of  the  build- 
ing cannot  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  a  yard  if 
necessary.  The  school,  as  is  well  known,  is  on  two 
different  streets,  and  both  of  them  are  very  quiet. 
There  is  no  reason  that  I  know  of  why  the  chil 
dren  may  not  be  allowed  to  go  out  ot  the  schoo 
yard,  or  a  certain  portion  of  them  at  least,  at  re- 
cess for  recreation.  It  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
21  is  to  follow  up  the  suggestion  tbat  he  has  made 
and  show  that  it  is  absolutely  impossinle 
for  the  city  to  use  its  own  land,  I  feel 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee and  of  this  Council  to  insist  that 
before  taking  any  other  land  they  shall  economise 
the  land  that  they  apparently  have  in  their  pos- 
session at  the  present  time  on  the  side  of  the 
school  towards  Newbury  street.  If  there  are  re- 
strictions of  such  a  peculiar  nature  as  to  prevent 
the  passage  of  the  scholars  over  that  space,  the 
case  would  be  somewhat  different.  In  conclusion, 
I  have  only  to  call  attention  of  the  Council  to  the 
fact  that  this  Council,  or  the  Council  of  last  year, 
criticised  very  freely  the  doings  of  the  School 
Committee.  And  I  noticed  that  the  first  reply 
made  at  tne  Legislature  was  that  the  great 
amount  of  the  money  which  had  been  spent  ana 
which  had  called  forth  such  complaints  from  the 
citizens,  was  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  school- 
houses  of  the  city  which  were  erected  by  the 
votes  of  the  City  Council  were  on  an  extravagant 
scale,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  too  true  in  regard  to 
many  of  our  schools.  I  take  this  to  be  one  of  the 
examples  of  it.  Here  in  this  particular  case  it  is 
desired  to  go  on  and  put  in  a  sum  of  mocev  which 
would  almost  build  a  schoolhouse  in  a  good  many 
locations  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  little  more 
yard  room.  I  had  the  pleasure  to  attend  both 
the  Latin  and  High  schools  when  they  were  situ- 
ated on  Bedford  street,  and  the  schools  then 
were  confined  to  yard  room  hardly  the 
size  of  this  Council  Chamber.  Aud  I  never 
found  that  the  boys  there  suffered  in  their  health 
because  they  were  too  much  confined,  or  tbat 
they  could  not  manage  during  the  recess  to  get 
all  the  fun  and  amusement  that  was  necessary; 
and  I  do  not  imagine  that  the  children  of  the  first 
generation  differed  very  greatly  from  those  of  the 
present.  At  all  events,  the  school  has  an  abun- 
dance of  light  and  air,  as  it  stands  now.  It  has 
streets  on  three  sides  of  it,  and  there  is  twenty- 
five  feet  between  the  rear  wall  of  the  school- 
house  aud  the  land  which  it  is  proposed  to  take, 
and  there  are  only  two  windows  to  be  affected. 
These  two  windows  will  not  particularly  alter  the 
ligntof  the  two  rooms  to  which  they  refer.  Those 
two  rooms  are  lighted  trom  two  other  sides,  and 
consequently  the  erection  of  a  building  twenty 
feet  off  from  one  of  the  windows  cannot  material- 
ly injure  these  rooms.  Beyond  that  I  say  it 
would  be  cheaper  for  the  city  to  aban- 
don those  rooms  rather  than  to  pay  $11,- 
000  for  a  piece  of  land.  It  seems  to 
me  this  is  an  extravagant  and  unnecessary 
expenditure  of  the  public  money, and  would  come 
withvery-bad  grace  from  a  Council  which  has 
been  fighting  the  School  Committee  before  the 
Legislature  on  account  of  their  extravagant 
ways.  It  seems  to  me  when  we  do  such  things  on 
our  part  we  must  expect  that  other  persons  con- 
nected with  the  city  schools  would  indulge  in  ex- 
travagance in  other  ways. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21 — As  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction,  which  reported 
in  favor  of  this  appropriation,  I  wish  to  make 
only  two  or  three  observai  ions  in  regard  to  the 
objections  raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
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12.  In  the  rtrst  place  I  do  not  tbiirk  bis  reference 
to  the  criticisms  made  at  the  State  House  would 
make  any  difference  whatever  with  us  about  cer- 
tain tilings.  One  eloquent  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature waved  his  hands  and  said  he  would  like  to 
seethe  portraits  of  the  City  Government  ranged 
over  the  Speaker's  desK  that  they  might  see 
what  Bort  ol  men  we  bad  in  the  City 
Government,  and  compare  them  with  the  more 
dignified  and  imposing  gentlemen  of  the  School 
Committee.  And  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
will  see  that  it  was  a  rather  poor  specimen  of 
rhetoric  to  be  used  up  there;  and  must  admit 
that  it  was  a  poor  specimen  of  rhetoric  by  which 
they  undertook  to  set  up  the  expenditures  of  the 
City  Government  on  buildines  in  order  to  dis- 
courage any  restriction  of  appropriations  tor 
any  other  purpose.  The  gentleman  has  referred 
to  the  Latin  and  High  schools  with  small  yards. 
And  yet,  it  may  not  be  true  that  it.  is  well  to  send 
children  of  younger  years  to  grammar  schools 
and  give  them  no  playground.  This  City  Govern- 
ment votes  year  after  year  money  for  establishing 
playgrounds  pure  and  simple.  In  addition  to  the 
squares  we  have  playgrounds  in  connection  with 
the  schoolbouses.  The  idea  of  providing  suit- 
able playgrounds  for  the  children  and 
the  young  is  one  that  always  finds 
favor  here;  and  the  idea  or  providing  sufficient 
playgrounds  and  large  schoolhouses  is  one,  I  am 
sure,  that  will  rind  favor  with  everyoody  who  has 
any  interest  in  the  schools.  Now  it  just  comes 
down  to  this— that  the  schoolhouse  has  been  en- 
larged from  time  to  time  to  keep  up  with  the 
growth  in  that  locality.  It  has  been  enlarged 
until  it  has  nearly  covered  the  land  which  has 
been  reserved  for  it,  leaving  but  a  small  strip 
twenty  feet  wide  on  one  side,  entirely  inadequate 
to  the  number  of  children  that  are  brought  there 
to  school.  The  land  on  Newbury  street  was  pur- 
chased by  the  city  under  certain  restrictions,  and 
that  land  which  the  gentleman  speaks  of  as 
being  a  grass  plat  in  front  of  the  building,  is 
under  restrictions  in  the  title  which  prevents  it 
from  bcmg  used  for  other  than  grass,  flowers  or  or- 
namental purposed.  The  question  was  considered 
carefully  by  the  committee  whether  that  could  ne 
used  as  part  of  the  playground,  and  it.  was  ascer- 
tained that  it  could  not  be,  so  that  is  out  of  the 
question.  Now  undoubtedly  the  price  is  rather 
a  larte  one  to  pay  for  the  additional  amount  of 
land  needed  for  a  playground.  The  committee 
carefully  considered  that  subject.  The  school- 
house  is  a  very  large  one  and  the  number  of  chil- 
dren is  very  large,  and  the  necessity  ef  having 
some  kind  of  a  playgrounn,  some  space  in  which 
the  children  mav  play  during  recess,  is  indis- 
putable. We  can  only  get  the  land  by  taking  it 
in  mat  particular  direction  and  taking  that 
particular  land:  and  the  committee  thought  that, 
considering  all  the  circumstances,  it  was  wise  to 
take  it  and  pay,  even  that  sum  for  it.  The  ques- 
tion of  lie-lit  and  air  did  not  enter  into  it  at  all 
except  for  playground  purposes.  The  windows  on 
the  side  of  the  building,  as  he  says,  are  few,  aud 
the  light  would  probably  be  sufficient  without 
regard  to  this  land.  The  schoolhouse  is  so  located 
that  the  air  is  good  all  aiiout  it.  It  is  not  for 
light,  and  it  is  not  for  ventilation  of  the  house, 
that  the  land  is  proposed  to  be  taken.  It  is 
meant  to  be  taken  that  there  may  be  something 
more  than  a  little  fringe  of  ground  that  can  be 
used  around  that  schnolhouse;  that  there  may  be 
land  which  may  be  bricked,  or  otherwise  surfaced 
and  graded,  so  that  it  would  be  dry  for  children 
to  play  on,  and  on  which  children  niay  play  with- 
out being  sent  into  the  street. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— I  have  but  one  fur- 
ther remark  to  make.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  gen- 
tleman has  failed  entirely  to  meet  the  hist  objec- 
tion which  I  raised  and  which  he  evidently  felt 
was  a  very  serious  one,  and  that  is  this,  What  are 
the  terms  of  restriction  which  will  prevent  the 
children  from  playing  in  the  large  space  on  the 
side  of  the  schoolhouse  ?  I  have  already  stated, 
and  I  believe  I  am  correct,  that  there  is  more 
ground  or  as  much  ground  as  there  is  in  tne  en- 
tire lot  which  it  is  sought  to  obtain.  Now,  I 
Know  in  a  general  way  that  en  a  great  many  of 
the  »treets  there  are  restrictions  which  oblige 
houses  to  be  set  back  to  a  certain  line,  and  the 
space  on  the  side  to  be  kept  vacant.  But  I  have 
yet  to  learn  of  any  agreement  which  has  been  en- 
forced or  could  be  enforced  to  regulate 
the  way  in  which  that  land  could  be  used 
so  long  as  it  was  Kept  open;  and  it 
strikes  me  it  would  be  very  hard  to  settle  how 
much  of  it  could  be  made  into  parks  and  squares, 


and  how  much  of  it  should  be  reserved  for  grass. 
It  seems  to  me  that  if  we  take  it  in  the  strictest 
sense  and  it  was  to  be  reserved  as  a  lawn,  if  there 
is  any  provision  of  that  kind — which  I  do  not 
imagine  exists,  and  which  1  certainly  would  not 
believe  unless  I  saw  the  words  myself— it  seems 
to  me  it  is  the  duty  of  the  city,  instead  of  spend- 
ing Jill. 000  for  a  yard  in  the  rear,  to  economise 
and  use  this  front  land.  The  gentleman,  some 
evenings  ago,  gave  us  some  very  interesting  ob- 
servations upon  the  cost  of  grass  seed,  and  I 
think,  taking  the  figures  he  brought  here,  that 
a  very  few  dollars,  perhaps  enough  to  buy  a  very 
few  handf  uls,  as  h?  suggested,  would  buy  enough 
to  keep  that  place  well  seeded  down,  and  keep  a 
good  lawn  on  the  side.  There  is  plenty  of  sun, 
and  I  believe  that  the  children  will  find 
just  as  much  pleasure  and  recreation  in  playing 
on  the  grass  sod  by  the  side  oi  the  school  as  they 
would  in  plajing  on  the  ground.  And  as  I  say, 
I  see  nothing  that  he  has  said — he  carefully 
avoided  the  subject— I  can  see  nothing  that  will 
prevent  the  city  from  using  the  whole  of  that 
site  for  a  playground  for  the  children.  They 
can  lay  out  some  paths  undoubtedly,  they  can 
reserve  what  they  please  for  grass,  and,  with  the 
assistance  of  our  friend  Mr.  Reardon,  they  can 
have  everything  they  desire.  In  that  way  the 
city  would  be  aole  to  get  all  the  space  they  desire 
by  the  present  plan,  and  will  be  able  also  to  save 
811,000  which  this  proposed  scheme  will  cost.  I 
think,  sir,  unless  he  can  show  conclusive- 
ly that  nobody  is  to  be  allowed 
to  use,  or  play  or  walk  over  that  vacant 
ground — which  of  course  is  an  absurdity— the 
first  duty  of  the  city  is  to  use  that  space.  A  play 
ground  for  the  children  is  not  certainly  a  thing 
that  is  going  to  injure  the  appearance  of  the 
land  so  that  it  will  be  offensive  to  the  neighbors. 
Consequently  there  cau  be  no  question  whatever 
that  ihe  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  the 
S  ;hool  Committee,  or  whoever  else  may  have  it  in 
charge,  will  be  able  to  use  practicably  every  inch 
of  the  ground  for  a  playground  and  save  this 
expense. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21— Only  a  word  or  two  more, 
because  there  are  plenty  of  others  to  defend  this 
measure  from  the  attacks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12.  It  is  useless  for  ir.e  to  recite  the  re- 
strictions UDon  this  land,  because  ihe  gentleman 
from  Ward "12  says  he  should  not  believe  it  unless 
he  saw  the  words  in  writing.  But  I  may  state  for 
the  benefit  of  the  rest  of  the  Council  that  the 
restrictions  are  against  using  it  for  building  pur- 
puses  or  other  purposes  except  to  keep  it  for  an 
ornamental  border.  It  is  a  narrow  strip  of  land. 
Ir.isastrip  of  land  before  the  entire  building,  just 
as  a  strip  is  reserved  in  front  of  the  buildings 
here,  and  kept  as  a  grass  plot  and  for  flowers,  to 
make  it  ornamental  and  to  secure  light  and  air. 
It  is  narrow,  at  any  rate,  and  it  ought  to  be  kept 
grassed  and  in  condition  to  compare  with  oilier 
places  iu  the  locality.  This  strip  of  laud  ought  to 
be  kept  as  a  grass  plot  even  if  there  was  no  reser- 
vation iu  the  deed.  The  land  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient for  a  playground.  You  may  give  boys  and 
girls  a  strip  of  land  live  feet  wide  and  500  feet 
long,  and  it  is  not  a  playground.  They  want 
width  as  .well  as  length.  They  want  room 
enough  to  play  at  something  ';  and  it  is 
necessary,  in  order  to  give  them  a  playground 
there,  to  take  the  'and  which  the  committee  re- 
port in  favor  of.  As  to  the  ma.ter  of  keeping  it 
grassed  down  and  also  using  It  as  a  playground, 
it  could  cot  be  kept  sodded.  The  grass  would 
wear  off,  and  it  would  be  only  soil  Besides  that, 
if  you  try  to  keep  it  that,  way,  you  do  not  keep  it 
in  proper  condition  for  a  playground.  It  wants 
a  hard  surfaceQand  a  surface  so  graded  that  the 
water  will  run  off.  Usually  the  surfaces  in  the 
schoolhouse  yards  where  the  children  play  are 
brick,  in  order  to  secure  their  use  to  the  children 
when  tne  ground  itself  would  be  muddy  and  wet. 
As  I  said  before,  I  only  wish  to  answer  so  much; 
that  I  think  the  restrictions  are  such  that  the  city 
cannot  use  ic  for  a  playground  if  they  want  to. 
Iu  fact,  that  question  has  arisen  heretofore. 
Until  ihe  last  addition  was  made,  the 
children  were  allowed  to  play  nearly  up  to  the 
line  of  the  street,  because  the  laud  had  not  been 
entirely  graded  and  finished.  But  when  the 
building  had  been  put  up,  the  question  was  raised 
whether  it  was  right  to  allow  it  to  be  used  as  a 
playground,  and  it  was  thought  it  might  be 
done  until  some  objection  was  made;  but  1  think 
there  is  no  doubt  on  the  part  of  those  who  have 
examined  it,  that  it  is  not  right  to  use  that  land 
iu  that  way. 
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Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1— I  object  to  this  order,  aud 
I  do  it  with  considerable  hesitation  after  the  re- 
port of  this  committee,  for  I  think  it  is  proposed 
by  the  best  men  of  the  Council.  Up  to  one  o'clock 
today  I  was  in  favor  ot  voting  to  purchase  this 
land  for  the  benefit  of  the  school.  But,  with  two 
of  the  members  of  the  Council,  I  went  down  there 
and  looked  over  the  property,  and  it  seemed  to 
me  that  where  a  school  holds  but  oae  session  a 
day,  as  that  school  does,  with  the  amount  of 
yard  room  it  now  has  it  needs  no  more.  Further- 
more, I  understand  that  in  all  the  yards  of  the 
schools  of  the  city  of  Boston  they  have  but  very 
little  time  to  play  and  that  very  few  games  are 
allowed  to  be  played.  Therefore,  there  is  no 
necessity  to  give  them  more  yard  room. 

Furthermore,  there  is  Commonwealth  avenue, 
less  than  three  hundred  feet  from  the  door  of  the 
school,  where  the  children,  after  school,  as 
well  as  before  school  commences,  have  plenty  of 
opportunity  for  play  and  plenty  of  room  for  It. 
Therefore,  it  t-eems  to  me  that  I  should  not  feel 
justified  in  voting  for  this  land  at  this  large 
price.  I  don't  know  anything  at  all  about  the  re- 
strictions, but  if  there  are  restrictions  I  have  fre- 
quently seen  orders  come  in  here  asking  for  re- 
strictions to  be  stricken  out  of  deeds,  so  that  the 
parties  might  use  the  property  as  they  saw  fit; 
and  I  think  if  there  is  any  need  of  any  more  yard 
room,  if  the  city  will  go  to  the  grantor  and  ex- 
plain the  case  to  him,  undoubtedly  the  restric- 
tion will  be  withdrawn  so  that  the  space  might  be 
used.  I  cannot  consistently  vote  to  purchase 
this  land.  We  can  go  to  the  Legislature  and  get 
a  bill  through  there  to  have  the  restriction  taken 
off. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  want  to  say  one  or 
two  words  upon  this  question.  It  has  been  ar- 
gued by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  that  there 
are  a  great  many  schoolhouses  in  this  city  that 
have  uo  yards.  If  that  is  the  plea  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12,  or  if  that  is  any  reason  why 
we  should  build  sehoolh  jivses  in  the  future  with- 
out yards,  I  cannot  sympathize  with  the  feeling 
he  expresses  by  that  argument.  I  think,  on  the 
contrary,  that  every  new  schoolhouse  built  in  the 
future  should  have  a  yard,  no  matter  where  it  is, 
and  I  think  one  of  the  most  important  elements  io 
building  schoolhouses  is  the  element  of  sufficient 
yard  room.  Now,  it  has  also  been  argued  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  that  there  is  no  present 
necessity  for  a  yard  in  this  case.  I  say,  on  the 
contrary,  that  unless  we  take  this  piece  of  land 
for  a  yard  at  the  present  moment  we  never  can 
have  a  yard  for  this  schoolbouse.  It  has  been  ar- 
gued at  some  length  that  the  land  in  front  of  the 
schoolhouse  can  be  used  as  yard  room,  but  I  say 
that  it  is  not  to.  That  land  has  to  be  kepffin  an  or- 
namental condition,  and  I  appeal  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  co  answer  me  whether  or  not 
he  thinks  that  with  little  children  continually 
running  over  that  grass  it  could  possibly  be  kept 
in  an  ornamental  condition? 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— Will  the  gentle- 
man allow  me  to  interrupt  him  ? 

The  President— Does  the  gentlemau  yield  the 
floor? 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  wanted  to  ask  a 
question. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— Furthermore,  I  say 
that  that  piece  of  land  in  front  of  the  school 
house  is  occupied  by  the  steps  which  connect  it 
with  the  schoolhouse.  It  Is  all  cut  up.  The 
opening  in  the  rear  of  the  schoolhouse,  on  the 
alleyway  which  serves  as  an  entrance  to  the 
rear  of  the  houses  behind  the  schoolhouse— 
that  opening  is  nothing  but  a  well;  it  is 
sunk  down  out  ot  the  sunlight,  and  It  is  im- 
possible for  any  sun  ever  to  reach  that  place. 
With  the  exception  of  thai  space  behind  the 
schoolhouse  there  is  no  land  whatever  except  the 
twenty-one  feet  or  the  ninereen  feet  to  the  west 
of  the  schoolhouse.  Now  that,  I  suppose  it 
would  hardly  be  contended  for  a  moment, 
could  furnish  sufficient  yard  room.  I  say  that 
a  schoolhouse  should  have  a  yard.  I  say  there 
is  no  gentleman  here  who  will  deny  that 
every  schoolhouse  which  is  built  at  present 
for  the  city  should  have  a  yard.  And  I  say  that 
this  is  the  only  piece  ot  land  that  ever  can 
be  taken  for  a  yard  for  that  schoolhouse.  Now, 
a  few  words  have  been  said  by  the  gentlemau 
from  Ward  1  in  regard  to  the  fact  that  but  one 
session  is  held  at  this  school.  But  as  I  look  at  it, 
schools  that  hold  but  one  session  have  more  need 
for  yard  room  than  any  others.  In  other  words, 
the  children  are  at  school   from   nine  until    two. 


They  must  have  a  recess,  and  this  recess  must 
be  passed  within  the  grounds  of  the  schoolhouse. 
It  has  been  argued  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
1  that  Commonwealth  avenue  is  near  by.  I 
should  like  to  ask  him  to  go  down  to  that  school- 
house  when  the  school  is  in  session  and  see  the 
children  that  are  taught  there,  and  say  whether 
it  would  not  be  the  wildest  folly  to  allow  the  pu- 
pi's  in  the  lower  classes  to  go  outside  of  the 
school  yard.  They  are  little  things  and  they 
could  not  possibly  take  care  of  themselves  well 
enough  to  pass  in  safety  the  distance  to  Common- 
wealth avenue.  And  I  want  to  say  one  word 
more  in  regard  to  the  argument  advanced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Waid  21.  I  say  that  in  that 
neighborhood  it  is  proper  that  we  should  have 
schoolhouses  with  surroundings  fitting  and  ap- 
propriate to  the  nlace  in  vrhich  they  are  located. 
I  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  argued  that 
question  very  well,  and  I  am  not  going  to  argue 
it  again.  I  agree  with  him  entirely  in  what  he 
said  upon  that  point.  I  myself,  as  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction, 
was  a  member  of  the  sub-committee  appointed 
to  investigate  this  question,  and  I  did  so 
with  much  care  in  company  with  Dr.  Wil- 
liams. He  and  I  both  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  under  the  exist- 
ing circumstauces  to  take  this  land  for  a  yard. 
We  so  reported  to  the  committee,  and  the  com- 
mittee, after  consideration  ot  the  matter,  and 
after  careful  consideration  of  the  price,  not  going 
into  it  hastily,  but  consideriug  it  and  looking  into 
it,  comparing  it  with  the  relative  value  or  other 
lands  situated  in  that  neighborhood,  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  it  was  proper  and  fitting  to  take 
this  land  as  asked  for. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25  moved  the  previous 
question,  and  it  was  ordered. 

The  question  was  upon  passing  the  order  to  its 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  order  was  re- 
fused aj  second  reading— yeas  20,  nays  41— as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas  —  Messrs.  Bartlett,  Bigelow,  Bowker, 
Brown,  H.  Clapp,  Ccstello,  Dana,  Devlin,  Dud- 
ley, Eddy,  Emery,  Freeman,  Hilton,  Mathews, 
N.  M.  Morrison,  Murphy,  Pratt,  Pray,  Rosnosky, 
Wharton— 20. 

Nays— Messrs.  Barry,  Beal,  Boyle,  Brimbeeom, 
Child,  H.  b.  Clapp, Connell,  Cotton.  Cronin,  Daly, 
Denney,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Farwell, 
Fisk,  Fitzpatrick,  Ford,  Folan,  Gove,  Hagar, 
Harding,  Hart,  Hosley,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Maguire, 
P.  J.  McLaughlin,  McXamara,  Means,  P.  Morri- 
son, Mullett,  Pope,  Quialey,  Rogers,  Smith,  Swan, 
Teevan,  Wakefield,  Welch,  Wheeler,  Whit- 
more—41  . 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Conlin,  Green- 
ough,  Huntress,  McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin, 
Parkman,  Powers.   Viles,  Walsh.  Williams— 10. 

Mr.  Pratt  ot  Ward  21—1  move  a  reconsideration 
of  the  vote,  and  move  that  the  motion  lie  on  the 
table.  I  wish  to  say  as  a  reason  for  making  that 
motion  that  I  feel  sure  from  the  vote  that  has 
been  taken,  and  from  the  fact  that  the  debate 
was  closed  very  abruptly  by  the  moving  of  the 
previous  question,  that  some  of  the  members  of 
the  Council  at  least  may  have  voted  under  a  mis- 
apprehension of  the  facts.  I  think  if  they  had 
understood  the  facts  relating  to  this  school,  its 
location,  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Auditor's  Estimates  have  considered 
this  matter  and  passed  upon  it  favorably,  they 
would  have  voted  differently.  And  in  order  that 
they  may  have  an  opportunity  to  review  the  mat- 
ter and  look  over  the  facts  more  fully,  I  move  to 
lay  the  motion  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  hope  the  motion 
will  not  prevail,  but  that  on  the  contrary  we  shall 
refuse  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table  and  after- 
wards refuse  the  motion  to  reconsider.  I  don't 
think  the  debate  was  closed  abruptly.  To 
be  sure  1  was  the  victim,  because  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  11  took  occasion  to  ask  me  a  question, 
and  then  refused  to  let  me  answer.  Then  the  gen- 
tlemau from  Ward  25  very  judiciously  closed  the 
debate,  and  I  did  not  have  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
plain to  that  gentleman.  I  shall  have  to  do  it 
outside. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— Will  the  gentleman 
allow  me  to  interrupt  him  ? 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  yield  the 
floor? 

Mr.  Whitmore   of   Ward   12— No.      I  hope   we 
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shall  refuse  to  lay  on  the  table  and  then 
refuse  to  reconsider.  That  has  been  done  in 
hundreds  of  eases  where  we  have  had  a  clear  and 
decisive  expression  of  the  Council,  and  r  think 
in  this  case  we  shall  be  following  the  usual 
course.  I  think  we  are  in  such  a  majority  that 
we  are  entitled  to  close  the  case  tonight. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— I  voted  no  on  this  mat- 
ter of  a  second  reading,  but  I  shall  vote  for  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  for  this 
reason  :  The  reason  I  voted  on  this  matter  is  that 
I  feel  it  is  not  proper  for  a  schoolhouse  not  to 
have  a  larger  yard,  but  I  believe  this  amount  is 
too  much  money  to  pay  for  this  piece  of  proper- 
ty. I  thinK  if  this  is  laid  upon  the  table,  possibly 
this  committee  may  use  some  exertion  further, 
and  that  the  land  we  propose  to  buy  may  be  pur- 
chased at  a  fair  and  reasonable  price. 

Mr.  Emery  of  Ward  18—1  trust  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  will  prevail.  One  reason  is,  1  am 
decidedly  opposed  to  this  gag  of  the  previous 
question.  1  vote  against  it  constantly.  There 
were  quite  a  number  of  things  in  connection  with 
this  discussion  that  I  myself  wanted  to  say,  and 
right  in  the  midst  of  the  discussiOD,  when  it 
seemed  to  me  that  the  tn'.ng  had  not  been  thor- 
oughly ventilated,  the  previous  question  was 
moved.  1  not  only  object  to  it  in  this  instance, 
but  in  quite  a  number  ol  instances.  I  think  there 
are  quite  a  number  of  reasons  in  connection  with 
this  case  that  ought  to  have  been  advanced,  but 
that  have  not  been. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  rise  to  a  point  of 
order,  whether  on  the  motion  to  reconsider  it  is 
in  order  ior  the  gentleman  to  debate  the  main 
question,  which  is  the  motion  to  lay  on   the  table. 

The  President — Upon  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the 
table,  it  wouid  not  be  in  order  to  discuss  the 
main  question;  but  the  Chair  does  notunderstand 
the  gentleman  tube  discussing  the  main  question. 

Mr.  Emery  of  Ward  18—1  thought  the  lull  dis- 
eussi  )ii  ot  it  had  not  taken  place  when  the  debate 
was  stopped  by  the  previous  question.  That  is 
my  only  reason' lor  speaking  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  hope  this  matter 
will  lie  upon  the  table.  I  think  I  should  like  very 
much  indeed  to  hear  from  the  gentleman  from 
Wad  12,  aid  I  think  be  is  entirely  wrong  in  saying 
that  I  prevented  him  from  making  any  answer. 
1  did  not  wish  to  be  interrupted  by  him,  as 
he  did  not  choose  to  be  interrupted  by  me,  that 
is  all.  I  agree  entirely  with  what  has  been  said 
by  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  I 
do  not  believe  in  putting  the  gag  of  the  previous 
question  upon  questions  of  this  sort.  X  think 
they  are  questions  of  some  importance  and  some 
difficulty,  and  1  thiok  they  ought  to  be  debated 
fully,  and  unt:l  this  Council  has  nothing  more  to 
learn  about  them.  They  are  not  trifling  ques- 
tions, but  they  are  important  questions.  I  hope 
the  motion  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Rosuosky  of  Ward  16— I  hope  the  question 
to  lay  on  the  table  will  prevail.  There  is  no  doubt 
some  members  of  the  Council  voted  against  this 
order  without  going  to  see  what  position  the 
property  is  in,  and  they  will  be  convloced  of  the 
propriety  of  this  measure  and  be  ready  to  vote 
upon  it  at  the  next  meeting.  By  refusing  to 
lay  it  upon  the  table  they  are  cut  off 
entirely.  1  was  opposed  to  this  order  until  I  took 
mv  time  and  went  up  and  saw  it. 

Mr.  ISigelow  of  Ward  25— Some  of  these  gentle- 
men seem  to  be  troubled  because  the  previous 
question  has  been  moved  upon  this  matter  and 
cut  oil  the  debate  I  have  just  figured  up  the 
time  it  would  take  to  talk  about  the  appropria- 
tions made  by  the  city  of  Boston  if  we  should 
take  as  much  time  in  proportion  as  has  been 
taken  on  this  matter.  It  would  take  330  days, 
twenty-lour  hours  in  a  day,  with  no  time  for 
meals. 

Mi  Pratt  ot  Ward  21—  I  am  reluctant  to  arrest 
the  smile  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  25  has 
given  us.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  1  has  staled 
that  the  reason  he  voted  against  tbi<  order  was 
that  the  price  ot  the  land  was  too  high.  That 
was  one  of  the  points  not  adverted  to  fully  in  the 
discussion  of  the  matter,  and  if  there  were 
doubts  in  the  minds  of  gentlemen  on 
points  like  that,  I  should  like  to  have 
them  have  an  opportunity  to  inquire  into  the 
facts  of  the  case.  I  think  they  would  find  in- 
struction, if  not  sufficient  reason  to  change  their 
minds.  I  therefore  hope  that  the  matter  may  lie 
on  the  tab'.e  until  a  majority  of  the  Council  sees 
fit  to  take  it  up. 

The  President— The  time  for  debate  on  the  mo- 


tion to  lay  on  the  table  has  expired.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  put  and  declared  carried. 
Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  doubted  the  vote,  a  di- 
vision was  had  and  the  motion  prevailed— 33  for 
and  27  against. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  asked  that  the  vote 
be  verified  by  yeas  and  nays.  The  question  was 
taken  on  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays  and  it  was 
declared  to  be  a  vote. 

Mr.  Lovell  ot  Ward  1  doubted  the  vote. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  rise  to  a  point  of  order, 
whether  it  is  admissible  for  a  gentleman  to  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  after  the  President  had  an- 
nounced the  vote. 

The  President— It  is  permissible  to  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  at  aDy  time  before  or  after  a 
declaration  of  a  vote  by  the  President. 

A  division  being  had,  twenty  gentlemen  voted 
in  favor  of  calling  the  yeas  and  nays,  more  than 
one-fifth  of  the  number  of  the  Council,  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The  motion  to  lay 
upon  the  table  prevailed— yeas  37,  nays  25,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bartlett,  Beal,  Bigelow,  Bowker, 
Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  Connell,  Costello,  Dana, 
Devlin,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell,  Fjsk,  Ford, 
Folan,  Freeman,  Hagar,  Harding,  Hilton,  Hosley 
Lovell,  Mathews,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P.  Morrison, 
Mullett,  Murphy,  Pratt,  Pray, Rogers,  Rosnosky, 
Smith,  Teevau,  Wharton,  Wheeler — 37. 

Nays— Messrs  Barry,  Boyle,  Brtmbecom.  II.  B. 
Clapp,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Daly,  Denney,  C.  F.  Doher- 
ty, J.  Doherty,  Fitzpatrick,  Gove,  Hart,  Lauten, 
Maguire,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  McNatnara,  Means, 
r-one,  Povers,  Quiglev,  Swa:,  Wakefield,  Welch, 
Whitmore— 25. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Conlin,  Green- 
ough.  Huufress,  McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin, 
Parkman,  Viles,  Walsh,  Williams— 9. 

PAY  OF  LABORERS. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  7  offered  a  resolve— That, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Corninun  Council,  the  pay  of 
the  laborers  in  the  several  departments  of  the 
city  should  be  increased  to  $2  per  day.  The  re- 
solve was  read  once,  and  the  question  being  ta- 
ken upon  giving  it  a  second  reading,  the  Presi- 
dent declared  the  motion  lost. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  7  doubted  the  vote.  A 
division  was  had,  and  the  resolve  was  refused  a 
second  reading— 21  for,  23  against. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  asked  that  the  vote 
be  verified  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25— It  seems  to  me  here  is 
an  important  question,  and  it  is  one  which  I 
should  like  to  have  some  argument  upon.  If  the 
increase  is  made,  it  certainly  is  going  to  amount 
to  more  than  #11,000. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23— Is  it  in  order  to  give 
my  reasons  for  my  vote? 

The  President— It  is  nor. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  resolve  was 
ordered  to  a  second  reading— yeas  33,  nays  27— as 
follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barry,  Bigelow,  Bowker,  Boyle, 
Costello,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Daly,  Denney,  Devlin, 
C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Farwell,  Fitzpatrick, 
Ford,  Folan,  Harding,  Hilton,  Maguire,  P.  J. 
McLaughlin,  McNamara,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett, 
Murphy.  Pope,  Powers,  Pray,  Quigley,  Rogers, 
Rosuosky,  Teevau,  IVelcb,  Whitmore— 33. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bartlett,  Heal,  Brimbecom, 
liiown.  Child,  H.  C'lanp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Dana,  Dud- 
ley, Eddy,  Emery,  Fisk,  Freeman,  Gove,  Hagar, 
Hart,  Hosley,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Mathews,  Means, 
Pratt,  Smith,  Swan,  Wakefield,  Wharton,  Wheel- 
er—27. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Conlin,  Connell, 
Greenough,  Huntress,  McCormick.  J.  a.  Mc- 
Laughlin. Parkman.  Viles.  Walsh,  Williams— !». 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  think  it  is  due  that 
some  reason  should  be  given  for  the  passage  of 
such  a  resolve  at  this  time.  I  suppose  it  is  true 
that  in  some  of  the  departments  hunoreds  are 
already  getting  as  much  as  two  dollars  per  day, 
and  some  of  them  more  than  that.  If  there  are 
reasons  existing  why  this  Council  should  express 
an  opinion  now,  or  if  there  are  any  reasons  why 
it  would  be  of  any  value  to  accomplish  anything, 
1  think  those  reasons  ought  to  be  stated.  It  may 
be  that  the  matter  would  be  important  enough  to 
refer  it  to  a  committee.  1  have  generally  voted 
against  these  resolutions  or  orders  of  a'slrnilar 
purport,  which  are  sweeping  in  their  nature,  and 
allow  no  discrimination  in  regard  to  the  amount 
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of  services.  There  are  other  good  reasons  which 
have  sometimes  been  stated  why  snch  votes 
Should  not  pass.  It  may  be  that  there  are  strong- 
reasons  why  this  should  pass  If  there  are,  I 
think  we  ought  to  hear  them. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  7— The  reason  I  offered 
this  resolve  is  this:  I  think  that  two  dollars  a 
day  is  not  any  too  much  for  any  able-bodied  man 
that  works  hard  all  day  in  the  sun  or  iu  the 
weather  of  all  times,  and  I  think  the  city  is  as 
well  able  to  pay  two  dollars  a  day  as  are  con- 
tractors and  outside  parties.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  city  of  Boston  does  not  pay  so  much  as  out- 
side contractors,  and  I  think  the  city  of  Boston 
is  behind  the  times.  I  think  the  city  of  Boston  is 
more  able  to  pay  its  laborers  fair  wages  for  a  fair 
day's  work  thau  are  small  contractors  who  are 
now  paying  two  dollars  a  day  to  my  knowledge. 
I  do  not  ask  to  have  anything  that  is  out 
of  the  way,  but  if  it  is  the  opinion  of 
the  Council  that  they  should  have  two 
dollars  a  day  when  they  have  not  got  it,  I  want 
the  Council  10  say  so,  because  the  city  is  as  well 
aDle  to  pay  as  people  outside. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  am  not  surprised 
that  such  a  resolution  finds  opposition.  In  1877, 
when  the  cut-down  was  made,  the  cut  was  made 
the  largest  on  these  men.  The  men  who  received 
$5000  came  down  to  $4500,  but  the  laboring  men 
who  received  two  dollars  a  day  were  cut  fifty 
cents  a  day — they  were  cut  down  to  starvation. 
In  1879  a  similar  order  came  in,  and  some  of  our 
liberal  men  thought  a  dollar  and  a  ha'f  was  ample 
for  a  man  to  support  his  family  upon,  and  they 
finally  came  to  the  conclusion  to  pay  the  men 
one  dollar  and  seventy-five  cents.  Sow.  if  the 
members  of  the  Government  will  take  pains 
to  inquire,  they  will  find  that  no  matter  whether 
it  is  a  poor  man  or  a  rich  mau,  whether  he  is 
a  mechanic,  laborer,  merchant  or  business  man, 
rents  have  risen  from  mouth  to  month,  and  our 
provisions  are  higher  than  they  were  two  years 
ago.  I  claim  that  this  is  just  and  that  the  resolve 
ought  to  be  considered.  I  claim  that  in  the  Pav- 
ing Department  or  the  Health  Department,  or 
any  other,  if  they  find  that  laboring  men  are 
worth  more  than  they  receive,  the  city  ought  to 
pay  them  what  they  deserve.  I  find  in  my  own 
business  that  I  pay  more  than  I  paid  two  years 
ago.  Many  of  the  members  of  the  Council  are 
aware  of  this  state  of  affairs.  I  am  paying  the 
girls  two  dollars  per  day,  and  I  think  if  a  girl  is 
worth  two  dollars  a  day,  a  man  ought  to  have  it, 
too.  I  claim  that  the  members  of  this  Council 
ought  to  staod  up  and  give  these  laborers  jus- 
tice. I  do  not  think  any  department  ought  to 
employ  any  more  men  than  they  need,  but  what- 
ever they  need,  let  them  give  them  what  is  just, 
and  if  everything  has  risen  comparatively,  why 
should  we  not  go  to  work  and  start  it? 

Mr.  Teevan  of  Ward  19—1  think  this  order  is  a 
proper  one  at  the  present  time.  Rents  have  risen 
so  that  you  cannot  get  a  decent  tenement  today 
under  twelve  or  thirteen  dollars,  and  when  you 
take  twelve  or  thirteen  dollars  out  of  a  man's  pay, 
and  pernaps  nine  or  ten  for  the  shoes  for  his  chil- 
dren, and  something  for  his  wife — he  certainly 
must  have  something  for  himself — it  would  leave 
him  about  twenty  dollars  a  month  to  live  on,  and 
certainly  that  is  little  enough  if  he  is  to  be  paid 
anything  at  all. 

Mr.  Daly  of  Ward  6— The  reason  I  favor  Mr. 
Doherty's  order  is  that  I  have  had  laborers  com- 
ing to  me  with  the  story  that  their  rent  has  been 
increased  twenty  or  thirty  per  cent.,  and  I  think 
if  their  rent  has  increased,  I  do  not  see  why  the 
city  of  Boston  should  not  increase  their  pay." 

Mr.  flagar  of  Ward  10— It  is  not  to  be  forgotten 
in  this  deuate  that  no  person  is  obliged  to  work 
for  the  city  of  BostOD.  The  city  of  Boston  goes 
into  the  market  as  any  other  person  to  employ 
labor,  and  naturally  they  cannot  find  labor  at 
prices  very  much  below  the  market  rates.  I 
agree  with  the  gentleman  that  the  city  is  able  to 
pay  as  much  as  any  other  employers  of  labor, 
and  I  believe  it  should  do  it.  I  think  there 
should  be  some  discrimination.  If  the  laborers 
of  the  city  are  not  receiving  as  much  as  other 
laborers  in  the  employment  of  other  persons, 
I  think  the  rate  should  be  raised,  but  I  think  we 
should  have  some  Information  on  the  subject, 
and  that  some  committee  should  investigate.  I 
do  not  find  any  committee  that  exactly  suits  my 
mind,  but  perhaps  the  Committee  on  Salaries 
comes  as  near  to  it  as  any  other;  therefore  I  move 
that  this  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Salaries. 
Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17—1  move  to  amend,  aud 


that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance.  I  think  this  is  a  subject  that  the 
Finance  Committee  would  be  quite  as  familiar 
with  as  the  Committee  on  Salaries.  There  are 
elements  which  enter  into  a  question  like  this  for 
instance;  the  appropriations  for  the  coming  year 
are  made,  and  as  I  understand  it  they  have  been 
made  on  a  basis  of  $1.75  per  day  for  laborers.  If 
such  a  sweeping  order  as  this  should  pass,  it 
would  make  quite  a  change  in  the  appropriations, 
as  they  have  already  been  fixed  for  the  coming 
year.  The  gentlemen  composing  the  Committee 
on  Finance  are  gentlemen  who  would  look  care- 
fully into  such  a  subject,  and  if  they  should  find 
that  it  is  advisable  and  proper  to  report 
such  an  order  as  the  one  which  has 
hurriedly  been  put  in  here  this  evening,  I 
should  be  very  happy  to  vote  for  it.  But 
I  certainly  think  it  ought  to  be  considered,  and  I 
hope  it  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Mr.  Ford  of  Ward  17—1  voted  this  last  time  for 
second  reading,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  vote 
for  the  resolution,  for  I  think  as  my  colleague  has 
expressed  himself  in  relation  to  the  matter,  it 
should  be  referred  to  the  proper  committee  and 
the  subject  should  be  thoroughly  investigated. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— Is  an  amendment  in 
order? 

The  President— There  are  now  two  motions,  one 
to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Salaries,  and  one 
to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  move  it  be  referred  to 
a  special  committee  of  five. 

The  President— The  motion  to  refer  to  the  com- 
mittee will  take  precedence: 

Mr.  Whitmore'of  Ward  12—1  think  the  Council 
will  see  that  this  is  not  a  matter  that  should  be 
referred  to  a  committee.  It  is  only  expressing 
abstractly  the  views  of  the  council.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter on  which  the  Council  cannot  pass  finally,  be- 
cause as  I  understand  it  the  price  of  labor  is 
fixed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  or  by  the  com- 
mittee in  charge  of  the  work.  Consequently 
this  order  is  an  abstract  proposi'ion,  and  is  one 
which  is  not  immediately  available;  and  yet  it 
will  undoubtedly  have  its  effect  and  go  far  to- 
wards producing  the  desired  end.  Js'ow,  the 
gentleman  fro ai  Ward  21  wishes  to  know  why 
votes  are  given  iu  favor  of  tnis  resolve.  He  has 
already  heard  from  a  half-dozen  of  my  associates 
here  oh  the  floor  iu  expression  perhaps  not  the 
most  elegant  in  language,  but  entirely  honest 
and  truthful,  that  the  laborers  of  the  city  now 
demand  respectfully  a  share  of  the  ad- 
vantages which  capital  is  already  receiv- 
ing from  the  increa>ed  prosperity  of  the  last 
two  years  throughout  the  couutry.  The  effect  of 
it  has  been  very  well  stated  bv  the  rise  which  ap- 
pears to  have  taken  place  in  rents.  It  is  because 
the  representatives  of  these  men  are  in  this  body 
that  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  proceed  in  this  mat- 
ter. Now,  the  gentleman  wants  to  know  why  we 
should  make  this  increase.  I  will  rell  him.  It  is 
because  the  members  of  this  boav — and  one  of 
the  most  conspicuous  of  them  is  the  gentleman 
himself — have  for  the  last  year  gone  in  for  an  in- 
crease of  public  expenditures.  The  gentleman 
himself  last  year  worked  as  he  worked  this  even- 
ng,  to  saddle  the  city  of  Boston  with  I  don't 
know  how  many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dol- 
lars of  debt  for  the  gratification  of  a  fanciful 
idea  of  a  park  out  in  the  country.  The  laboring 
men  perhaps  are  not  very  eloquent,  but  they  do 
read  the  papers,  and  they  can  realize  that  when 
estate  owners  out  in  Wards  21,  22  and  23  feel  that 
the  time  has  come  for  them  to  put  their  hands  into 
the  public  treasury,  it  may  be  time  for  them  to 
ask  that  the  Council  will  aid  them  in  securing 
this  small  increase.  I  have  seeu  Common  Coun- 
cils in  past  years  when  the  members  were  looking 
at  the  expenditure  of  every  cent,  and  when  men 
felt  compelled  to  vote  for  the  reduction  of  wages, 
aud  continued  it  by  a  reduction  of  general  ex- 
penses. But  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  not  wonder- 
ful when  we  see  representatives  like  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  21  coming  up  here  and  seeking 
means  by  which  the  public  money  may  be  spent, 
that  others  around  the  city  should  feel  that  their 
time  had  come  aud  that  their  claims  ought  to  be 
considered.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  wish  to 
put  it  on  record  that  the  great  expenditures  in 
this  city  have  been  due  to  the  votes  of  the 
property  holders  of  the  city  aud  of  their 
representatives  in  this  body.  I  say  that 
the  workmen  in  this  city  have  rarely  ever 
made  a  demand  which  has  laid  any  burden 
upon    the     property     of    the     city;    that    the 
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request  which  is  now  made  tor  an  increase  in  nay 
would  not  begin  to  conipaie  with  the  attempt 
which  the  gentleman  made,  in  deference  to  the 
opinion  of  his  own  district,  for  public  parks  last 
summer.  It  is  because  I  feel  that  the  demands 
of  labor  are  never  unreasonable  that  I  hope  we 
shall  pass  this  resolve,  which  is,  as  I  have  already 
stated,  only  au  expression  of  our  opinion. 

Mr.Pratt  of  Ward  21— The  gentleman  fromWard 
12  has  made  a  very  eloquent  speech,  and  one  that 
will  read  well  hereafter,  one  which,  as  is  his  cus- 
tom, he  will  be  fond  of  quoting  from  on  occa- 
sions. He  has  seen  tit  to  attack  indirectly  my 
record  in  regard  to  voting  for  public  expendi- 
tures. I  am  ready  to  compare  records  with  the 
gentleman  as  to  economy  and  also  as  to 
wisdom  of  expenditures  which  I  have  fa- 
vored. The  only  difference  between  me  and  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  is,  that  the  things  which 
1  tavor  are  not  always  the  things  which  he 
favors.  In  the  matter  of  schoolhouses,  to  which 
he  has  referred,  the  gentleman  has  been  known 
to  favor  the  extension  of  a  scboolhouse  yard  in 
another  locality  where  the  laud  taken  would  be 
his  land  and  the  price  paid  for  the  land  taken 
would  be  paid  to  him;  but  when  it  comes  to  tak- 
ing land  in  another  locality  in  the  city,  where  the 
money  is  to  be  paid  to  somebody  else,  he  is  not  in 
favor  of  it.  So  tbat  the  gentleman  and  I  are 
even  on  that  score.  1  shall  not  follow  the  gentle- 
man in  all  the  directions  in  which  he  undertook 
to  thrust  at  me.  Upon  the  matter  ot  the  park, 
which  1  did  something  in  favor  of  last  year  to  be 
sure,  in  deference  to  my  constituents  and  also  in 
carrying  out  my  own  judgment,  I  challenge  the 
gentleman  to  take  from  the  remarks  I  made  a  year 
ago  anything  that  I  said  then  which  he  can  take 
up  aud  rind  any  errors  in.  If  there  were  any  facts 
which  I  stated  somewhat  in  the  form  of  prophe- 
cies which  have  not  already  been  verified,  I  ask 
to  have  them  pointed  out,  and  I  expect  to  give 
him  an  opportunity  bel  ore  this  year  is  out.  Now 
as  to  this  question  of  p&siing  the  resolve  express- 
ing the  sentiment  of  this  Council.  I  am  frank  to 
say  that  I  think  the  average  laborer,  such  labor- 
ers as  the  city  ought  to  employ,  should  certainly 
now  receive  two  dollars  a  day.  They  ought  to  re- 
ceive two  dollars  a  day  this  year  as  much  as  they 
received  one  dollar  ana  seventy-rive  cents  last 
year.  I  do  not  dispute  that  as  a  general  proposi- 
tion, but  it  is  a  matter  that  is  not  before  us. 
In  the  first  place,  what  is  the  object  of 
passing  this  resolution?  Is  it  to  be  con- 
sidered as  instruction  to  the  departments? 
Then  I  say  the  departments  ought  to  have 
discretion  and  bire  such  men  as  they  see 
tit.  We  have  made  the  appropriations  as  has 
been  suggested,  and  we  ought  to  leave  it  to  these 
departments  who  have  these  appropriations  In 
charge  to  lay  it  out.  If  they  can  hire  torty  men 
at  two  dollars  a  day  who  can  do  the  work  cheaper 
than  fifty  men  at  a'dollar  and  seventy-five  cents  a 
day,  they  ought  by  all  means  to  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  uo  it.  But  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  a  fact 
that  in  some  of  the  departments  men  are  em- 
ployed for  very  light  work.  They  are  not  able 
bodied,  they  are  not  young  and  strong  and  ac- 
tive. They  are  men  who  are  willing  to  take  less 
pay  and  think  they  ought  to  work  for  less  than 
able-bodied  men.  And  if  we  should  pass  an  order 
to  pay  laborers  two  dollars  in  all  cases,  we  should 
not  only  pay  it  to  those  who  are  not  ontitled  to  it, 
but  we  should  also  prevent  another  class  from 
obtaining  work  because  they  would  not  be  em- 
ployed at  that  price.  Besides  that,  taken  as  a 
general  resolution,  it  is  not  proper  in  this  respect; 
many  of  the  men  employea  by  the  city  already 
receive  two  dollars  a  day  and  more.  Do  we  mean 
that  this  shall  be  a  levelling  resolution?  Are  we 
to  take  it  as  implying  that  nobody  shall  be  paid 
more  than  two  dollars  a  day,  or  that  two  dollars 
a  day  ought  to  be  paid  universally  for  all  kinds 
ot  labor?  I  don't  think  it  is  a  just  principle.  I 
think  we  ought  to  leave  this  question  to  take  care 
of  itself.  The  city  of  Boston  has  never  been 
mean  toward  the  laboring  men.  The  representa- 
tives of  the  city  here  in  this  Council  Chamber 
have  never  been  mean  in  their  intentions  in  re- 
gard to  the  payment  of  men  employed  by  the 
city.  And  as  tvt  personal  attacks,  1  think  it  will 
be  time  enough  to  attack  personal  records  when 
there  i-  more  ground  tor  it. 

Mr.  freeman  of  Ward  10— At  the  present  rate  it 
seems  as  though  we  should  have  to  stay  here  un- 
til about  one  o'clock,  and  for  that  reason  I  move 
to  have  this  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Doherty  ot  Ward  7— I  hope  the  resolution 
will  not   be   laid  on   the   table.    The  gentleman 


from  Ward  21  says  he  does  not  know  as  this  or- 
der is  in  proper  shape.  As  I  understand  it  we 
could  not  introduce  an  order  here  instructing  the 
superintendents  to  pay  $2  a  day.  Last  year  this 
matter  was  discussed  considerably,  and  it  was 
shown  here  that  we  had  no  authority  over  a  cer- 
tain superintendent  of  a  department.  That  was 
the  reason  for  offering  the  resolve  in  this  form 
tonight.  I  hope  this  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
will  not  prevail,  and  1  hope  this  resolution  will 
pass  tonight. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13—1  think  we  all  fully 
understand  this  question,  and  I  think  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  21  must  have  heard  good  and 
valid  reasons  why  this  resolve  should  be  passed. 
I  therefore  move  the  previous  question. 

.The  previous  question  was  ordered,  and  the 
question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  resolve. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered,  the  vote  was  taken,  and  the 
resolve  was  laid  upon  the  table— yeas  34,  nays  28, 
as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barry,  Bigelow,  Bowker,  Boyle, 
Counell,  Costello,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Daly,  Denney, 
Devlin,  C.  F.Doherty.J.  Doherty,Farwel),  Fitzpat- 
rick,  Folan,  Harding,  Hilton,  Lauten,  Maguire, 
P.  J.  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  N.  M.  Morrison, 
Mullett,  Murphy,  Pope,  Powers,  Pray,  Quigley, 
Sogers,  Rosnosky,  Teevan,  Welch.  Whitmore— 34. 

Nays  —  Messrs.  Bartlett,  Beal,  Bnmbecom. 
Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Dana,  Dud- 
ley, Eddy,  Emery,  Fi"k,  Eord,  Freeman,  Gove, 
Hagar,  Hart,  Hosley,  Lovell,  Mathews,  Means, 
P.  Morrison,  Pratt,  Smith,  Swan,  Wakefield 
Wharton,  Wheeler— 28. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Conlin,  Green- 
ough,  Huntress,  McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin, 
Parkman,  Vlles,  Walsh,  Williams— 9. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  moved  a  reconsider- 
ation, hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Swan  of  Ward  24—1  move  that  the  recon- 
sideration be  laid  upon  the  table  until  the  next 
meeting. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  hope  that  motion 
will  lie  upon  the  table.  I  do  not  think  it  is  really 
understood  what  we  are  doing  here.  Every  de- 
partment is  in  charge  of  a  committee,  and  that 
committee  can  vote  to  pay  the  laborers  $3 
a  day  or  any  sum  it  pleases.  Now  by  the  present 
order  we  express  our  opinion  that  no  committee 
ought  to  pay  any  laborer  more  than  two  dollars  a 
day.  It  seems  to  me  this  is  a  most  foolish  pro- 
ceeding, and  it  seems  to  me  that  it  does  mot  in 
the  least  degree  answer  the  purpose  of  the  gen- 
tleman who  offers  ir.  Leave  the  matter  as  it  is,  in 
charge  of  the  committees.  They  can  do  as  they 
like;  and  it  seems  to  me  they  ought  to  have  the 
option  to  do  as  they  please  in  each  case. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8—1  hope  this  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  will  nor.  prevail,  for  I  think 
the  Council  well  understand  what  they  are 
doing.  I  think  they  have  already  voted' twice 
on  the  same  subject,  and  by  a  very  decided 
vote. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  move  the  previous 
question. 

The  President— The  previous  question  is  not  in 
order  on  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16— The  motion  of  the 
gentleman  is  to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  President— the  main  question  is  on  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  was  only  going  to 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  we  seem  to  be 
drifting  perhaps  through  good  nature  into  the 
same  field  with  the  Legislature;  that  is,  in  taking 
back  immediately  what  we  have  done.  Already 
this  evening,  what  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  mis- 
taken kindness,  the  Council  has,  after  passing  an 
order  by  a  large  vote,  weakly  consented  to  lay  the 
subject  on  the  table,  and  thereby  simply  laid  ud 
trouble  for  another  meeting.  I  hope  the  Councii 
will  at  once  proceed  to  sit  down  upon  this  new 
departure  which  is  manifest  in  the  present  state 
of  affairs. 

Mr.  Swan  of  Ward  24— One  reason  why  I  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table— 

The  President— My  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  fact  tbat  there  may  be  a  misunderstanding  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  in  regard 
to  the  previous  question.  What  I  meant  to  state 
to  him  was  that  the  motion  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion could  not  take  precedence  on  the  motion  to 
lay  upon  the  table,  but  that  the  motion  to  lay 
upon  the  table  must  be  taken  first.  Then  bis  mo- 
tion for  the  previous  question  would  be  in  order 

Mr.  Swan  of  Ward  24— This  matter  comes  up' 
tonight  for  the  first  time,  and  it  seems  to  me  it  is 
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a  matter  of  considerable  importance  not  only  to 
the  Council,  but  to  tbe  city.  It  is  a  matter  which 
is  likely  to  involve  a  large" expense,  and  therefore 
it  seems  to  me  that  at  least  one  week's  time 
should  be  given  lor  an  opportunity  to  .study 
it  up.  The  other  matter  ot  business  which  was 
laid  upon  tbe  table— the  motion  to  reconsider — 
was  specially  assigned  from  last  week,  and 
the  members  of  the  Council  had  one  week  to  post 
themselves  in  relation  to  it.  This  resolve  comes 
up  tonight  for  the  first  time,  and  without  any 
opportunity  to  consider  it  an  attempt  is  being 
made  to  rush  it  through  tonight.  It  certainly 
seems  to  me  that  we  have  the  right  to  have  it  laid 
upon  the  table  as  well  as  other  gentlemen  had  the 
right  to  have  the  other  matter  to  which  I  refer 
placed  there. 

The  President— The  time  for  debate  upon  the 
motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  has  expired.  The 
question  is  upon  laying  the  resolve  upon  the 
table. 

The  question  was  put  and  declared  lost.  A 
doubt  was  raised,  the  Council  was  divided— 29 
voted  in  favor,  and  29  against.  The  Chair  voted 
in  the  affirmative,  and  declared  the  motion  car- 
ried. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13  asked  that  the  vote  be 
verified  by  the  yeas  and  nays.  The  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered,  ana  tbe  resolve  was  laid  upon  the 
table— yeas  32,  nays  31,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bailey,  Bartlett,  Beal,  Brimbe- 
com,  Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Dana, 
Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell,  Fisk,  Ford,  Free- 
man, Gove,  Hagar,  Harding,  Hart,Hosley,LovelI, 
Mathews,  Means,  P.  Morrison,  Pratt,  Pray,  Smith, 
Swan,  Wakefield,  Wharton,  Wheeler— 32. 

Nays — Messrs.  Barry,  Bigelow,  Bowker,  Boyle, 
Connell,  Costello,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Daly,  Denney, 
Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Donerty,  Firzpatrick, 
Folan,  Hilton,  Lauten,  Maguire,  P.J.  McLaugh- 
lin, McNamara,  N.  M.  Morrison.  Mulletc,  Murphy, 
Pope,  Powers,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Rosnosky,  Teevaa, 
Welsh,  Whitmore— 31. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Conlin,  Green- 
ough,  Huntress,  McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin, 
Parkman,  Viles,  Walsh,  Williams— 9. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19—1  would  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  President  to  the  fact  that  one  gen 
tleman  who  voted  in  the  affirmative  was  not  in 
his  seat. 

The  President— The  gentleman  is  too  late  to 
raise  that  point  of  order. 

PAY  OF  LABORERS  IN  THE  HEALTH  AND  PAVING 
DEPARTMENTS. 

Mr.  Harding  of  Ward  3  offered  a  resolve 
that  in  the  opiuion  of  the  Common  Council  the 
pay  of  the  laborers  in  the  Health  and  Paving  de- 
partments should  be  increased,  and  that  the 
superintendents  of  said  departments  should  be 
authorized  to  use  their  discretion  in  allowing  a 
reasonable  Increase  to  men  deserving  higher  com- 
pensation. 

The  resolve  was  read  once,  and  the  question 
-vas  upon  ordering  it  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10  moved  to  lay  the  resolve 
upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was  de- 
clared carried. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13  doubted  the  vote.  A 
division  was  had,  and  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the 
table  prevailed— 31  for,  26  against. 

WAGES     OE     MECHANICS. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  offered  the  following 
resolve: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Council  the  wages  of  the  mechanics  employed  in 
the  several  departments  of  the  City  Government 
should  be  increased  twenty-five  cents  per  day. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8—1  think,  although 
that  may  be  similar  to  the  two  other  orders  prob- 
ablv,  we  had  better  consider  it  a  little  more 
fully,  and  for  that  reason  I  will  move  to  make  it 
a  special  assignment  for  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Council  at  eight  o'cloc  i . 

.  Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17—1  hope  that  motion  will 
not  prevail,  for  I  do  not  think  this  resolve  should 
be  treated  differently  from  the  others.  It  is  evi- 
dently of  the  same  nature,  and  I  move  th±t  it  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8—1  hope  the  resolve 
will  not  be  laid  upon  the  table.  I  have  a  great 
many  reasons  why  this  resolution  should  pass, 
and  there  are  other  members  of  the  Council  who 
do  not  want  to  go  into  a  lengthy  debate  tonight, 
which  will  probably  ensue  if  that  motion  is  in- 
sisted upon.    I  hope  that  the  motion  to  specially 


assign  will  prevail,  so  that  the  members  of  the 
Council  may  get  a  chance  to  express  their  opin- 
ion. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay 
upon  the  table,  and  it  was  declared  carried.  Mr. 
Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  doubted  the  vote,  a  divi- 
sion was  had,  and  the  motion  was  lost— 28  for,  30 
against. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17— I  move  that  this  matter 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  in 
support  of  my  motion  I  wish  to  say  that  it  has 
been  my  observation,  ever  since  I  have  been  a 
member  of  this  Council,  that  all  matters  of  any 
importance  have  been  referred  to  some  commit- 
tee, and  I  think  every  member  of  the  Council  has 
noticed,  as  I  have,  that  the  first  man  to  ask  that 
a  resolve  or  order  should  go  to  a  committee  is  the 
member  from  Ward  12. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  I  understand  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8 
moves  to  assign. 

The  President— He  does. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— And  the  gentleman 
now  moves  to  commit. 

The  President— The  Chair  does  not  know,  he 
has  not  got  through. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17—1  stated  that  when  I  got 
through  I  should  make  my  motion. 

Mr. "Whitmore  ot  Ward  17—1  rise  then  to  a  fur- 
ther point  of  order  that  it  is  customary  when  a 
gentleman  proposes  to  make  a  motion  for  him  to 
state  it  before  he  speaks. 

The  President— The  gentleman's  point  of  order 
is  not  well  taken;  it  has  never  been  the  custom  in 
this  branch. 

Mr.  Child  of  AVard  17—1  am  sorry  that  the  gen- 
tleman should  seek  to  cut  off  the  remarks  I  was 
about  to  make,  for  they  applied  specially  to  his 
case.  As  I  said  before,  the  first  man  to  move  a 
reference  to  a  committee  of  any  subject  before 
this  Council  has  been  the  member  from  Ward  12, 
and  I  have  been  quite  surprised  this  evening  to 
have  him  oppose  such  reference  of  the  matters 
that  have  been  before  us.  I  now  move,  if  in  order, 
that  this  matter  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  President  stated  the  question. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  rise  to  a  point  of 
order  that  the  motion  to  assign  takes  precedence 
ot  the  motion  to  commit. 

The  President— It  does  when  it  is  put  to  a  vote. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  17  says  he  wants  to  refer  this  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.  If  he  wauts  it  to  go  to  the 
proper  committee  it  seems  to  me  thattha  Com- 
mittee on  Salaries  are  a  very  liberal  committee, 
and  it  seems  to  me  it  should  go  to  them.  That 
committee  has  been  liberal  to  everybody  wiio  re- 
ceives above  two  thousand  dollars  a  year,  but  any 
person  getting  less  than  two  thousand  a  year 
they  would  not  touch.  So  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  withdraw  his  reference  and  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Salaries,  and  they  can  bring  in 
their  report  at  the  same  time  when  they  report 
upon  the  high-salaried  officers.  I  therefore  move 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Salaries. 

Mr.  Costello  of  Ward  22— One  would  sup  nose 
Banquo's  ghost  had  appeared  this  evening  by  the 
way  some  of  the  uiemoers  tremble  at  this  meas- 
ure. We  hear  it  said  on  every  side  that  this  is  a 
Republican  Council.  1  suppose  it  is  because  a 
majority  of  the  members  were  elected  on  the 
Republican  ticket  that  this  assertion  is  made. 
Now  the  members  so  elected  must  deny 
this  both  in  words  and  deeds.  Before  elec- 
tion we  may  be  Democrats  or  Republicans, 
but  after  election  we  must  cease  to  be  either  one 
or  the  other.  We  must  represent  but  one  party, 
and  that  parry  must  oe  the  entire  citizen  popula- 
tion of  the  city  <>f  Boston.  Anything  otherwise 
would  be  contrary  to  the  obligations  assumed  on 
inauguration  day.  On  that  day,  with  uplifted 
hands,  we  pled  ted  ourselves  to  legislate  tor 
the  interest  and  the  welfare  of  the  people  of 
Boston,  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor.  We  are 
not  here  to  legislate  for  any  particular  party  or 
class.  We  are  bound  by  oath  to  do  justice  to  all. 
irrespective  of  creed,  color,  nationality  or  posi- 
tion. If  you  do  anything  otherwise,  you  will  be 
false  to  yourselves  and  to  your  constituents,  and 
you  deserve  the  penalty  that  will  follow.  I  do 
not  speak  in  this  manner  as  a  labor  reformer,  or 
anything  of  that  kind,  because  I  am  not  connected 
with  any  of  their  organizations.  I  speak  because 
I  believe  these  men  should  have  justice  done 
them,  aud  that  they  should  be  fairly  dealt  with 
by  this  Council.  Are  they  not  as  worthy  as 
the  officials  that  are  going  to  have  a  rise  in  their 
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salaries?  Are  tbey  not  serving  the  city  as 
well  In  their  respective  capacities?  If  you  are 
honorable  and  truthful  men,  it  you  are  lovers 
of  justice  and  fair  play,  your  answer  must 
be  "Yes,"  when  called  to  vote  upon  this  questioo. 
I  am  uot  prepare  d  to  make  any  extended  remaiks 
this  evening,  but  I  am  surprised  to  see  the  way 
some  of  these  men  take  this  question. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  spe- 
cially assign,  and  it  prevailed. 

TRANSFER  TO   MARCELLA-STREET  HOME. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  communication 
from  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions, requesting  the  transfer  to  them,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Marcella-street  Home,  of  the 
estate  in  charge  of  the  committee  designated  as 
No.  260  Highland  street,  are  of  opinion  that  such 
transfer  should  be  made,  and  beg  leave  to  report 
the  accompanying  Older  effecting  it. 

For  the  committee, 

James  G.  Freeman. 

Ordered,  That  the  parcel  of  land,  with  the 
buildings  thereon,  belonging  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton and  at  present  in  charge  of  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Public  Lands,  situated  on 
Highland  street,  and  containing  eighteen  thou- 
sand square  feet  more  or  less,  as  shown  on 
a  plan  dated  April  20,  1881,  and  recorded  with 
plans  of  city  lauds  conveyed,  etc.,  book  3,  page 
101,  be  and  the  same  hereby  is  set  apart  for  the 
use  of  the  Mareella  street  Home,  and  for  that 
purpose  is  placed  in  charge  of  tne  Board  of  Di- 
rectors for  Public  Institutions. 

Report  accepted,  and  order  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

PAYMENT     OF     LABORERS  EMPLOYED     BY  W.    L.   & 
B.  HOBL1TZELL. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Improved 
Sewerage  be  requested  to  consider  and  report 
upon  the  expediency  of  paying  the  laborers  em- 
ployed by  W.  L.  &  Bruce  Hoblitzell  that  were  un- 
paid at  the  time  of  the  failure  of  said  firm. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  merely  want  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  this  order. 
This  gentl-man  had  a  contract  under  the  Com- 
mittee on  Improved  Sewerage,  and  has  failed. 
There  are  some  forty  or  fifty  laborers  who  were 
employed  by  him  that  are  unpaid.  There  is  some 
money  in  the  treasury,  and  if  tbe  amount  is  not 
sufficient,  I  think  the  committee  ought  to  see 
why  the  bondsmen  ought  not  to  be  responsible 
for  the  aroouut. 

Read  twice  and  passe;!. 

ENGINE  TWELVE  AND  HOOK  AND  LADDER  FOUR. 

Mr.  Means  of  Ward  20  called  for  the  special  as- 
signment for  half-past  eight  o'clock,  which  was 
the  orders  to  remove  Engine  12  to  its  former  loca- 
tion at  the  corner  of  Dudley  and  Winslow  streets, 
to  locate  Hook  and  Ladder  4  in  the  building  now 
occupied  by  Engine  12,  and  for  ihe  Fire  Commis- 
sioners to  consider  the  expediency  of  placing  an 
additional  piece  of  fire  apparatus  near  Police 
Station  9. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  orders  a  sec- 
ond rending. 

Mr.  Means  ot  Ward  20—1  offer  the  following  as 
an  amendment: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  be  amended  by  strik- 
ing out  the  second  section  thereof  and  adding  to 
the  tirst  section  the  words,  "and  to  establish  an 
additional  engine  in  the  vicinity  of  Police  Station 
No.  9,"  so  that  it  shall  read  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Board  of  Fire  Commission- 
ers be  directed  to  remove  Engine  12  to  its  former 
location  in  the  Vjuildiig  on  the  corner  of  Dudley 
and  Winslow  streets,  and  to  locate  Hook  and  Lad- 
der 4  in  tbe  building  now  occupied  by  Engine  12, 
and  to  establish  an  additional  engine  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Police  Station  9. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  the  mat- 
ter was  specially  assigned  for  quarter  past  eight 
at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

I'.l.CORD  COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr.  Whitrnore  of  Ward  12  presented  the  annual 
report  of  the  Record  Commissioners,  City  Docu- 
ment 60.    Placed  on  hie.    Sent  up. 

JAMAICA    POND    AQUEDUCT. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  submitted  the  following  : 

The  Committee  on  Water,  to  whom  was  referred, 

among  the  unfinished  business  of  last  year,   tbe 

petition   of  John   C.   Pratt  and   others,    that   tbe 


city  would  purchase  the  property  of  the  Jamai- 
ca" Pond  Aqueduct  Corporation,  having  consid- 
ered the  subject,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report : 

The  committee  gave  a  public  hearing,  at  which 
a  number  of  citizens  and  proDerty  owners  in  the 
vicinity  of  Jamaica  Pond  appeared  aud  repre- 
sented that  their  property  bad  been  seriously  in- 
jureu  and  the  natural  beauty,  of  the  pond  greatly 
impaired;  by  the  lowering  of  tne  water.  It  also 
appeared  that  tbe  supply  from  the  pond  failed 
last  summer,  and  consequently  the  aqueduct 
company  were  compelled  to  purchase  Cochituate 
water  in  order  to  supply  their  customers.  As 
their  rates  are  less  than  the  city's,  the  latter  was 
placed  in  the  somewhat  anomalous  position  of 
supplying  a  competitor  that  was  underselling  it. 

After  carefully  considering  the  facts  in  the 
case,  the  committee  were  satisfied  as  to  the  desir- 
ability of  the  city's  acquiring  the  property,  pro- 
vided that  tbe  expense  was  not  too  great,  and 
accordingly  requested  the  Aqueduct  Company  to 
fix  a  price  on  the  property.  This  was  met  with  a 
proposition  to  leave  tbe  subject  to  referees,  with 
the  stipulation  that  their  award  should  not  ex- 
ceed $150,000,  the  Aqueduct  Company  agreeing  to 
sell  at  the  price  fixed  by  such  referees.  The  com- 
mittee did  not  feel  warranted  in  submitting  this 
proposition  to  the  City  Council,  but  suggested 
that  the  value  of  the  property  should  be  ascer- 
tained by  three  referees,  whose  award  should  not 
be  binding  upon  either  the  city  or  the  company, 
and  that  the  sum  thus  fixed  should  be  submitted 
to  the  City  Council.  This  was  declined  by  the 
company,  who  then  made  a  direct  offer  to  sell  for 
$125,000  cash. 

While  the  committee  believe  that  there  are  a 
number  of  reasons  which  make  it  desirable  that 
the  city  should  acquire  the  property,  the  price 
named  for  it  by  the  Aqueduct  Company  is  so 
much  greater  than  it  is  worth,  they  do  not  feel 
justified  in  advocating  tbe  purchase.  They  are, 
therefore,  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
take  any  further  action  on  che  subject,  and  would 
respectfully  recommend  that  the  petitioners  have 
leave  to  withdraw. 

For  the  Committee, 

Clarence  P.  Lovell. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

MARCELLA-STREET   HOME. 

Mr.  Brimbecom  of  Ward  18  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

The  joint  special  committee  who  were  instruct- 
ed to  examine  and  report  the  reason  for  a  second 
appropriation  in  excess  of  the  original  appro- 
priation for  building  the  addition  to  the  Mar- 
cella-street Home,  having  attended  to  that  duty, 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

The  committee  had  before  them,  at  their  meet- 
ings the  Directors  lor  Public  Institutions  and 
tbe  City  Architect,  and  received  from  them  full 
explanations  regarding  their  work  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  tbe  money  has  been  expended. 
They  also  visited  the  Home  in  company  with  the 
directors  and  City  Architect,  and  made  a  thor- 
ough and  detailed  examination  of  the  new  build- 
ing. 

The  original  appropriation  for  enlarging  the 
Marcella-street  Home  was  made  May  3, 1879,  and 
amounted  to  .$68,300,  which  included  the  sum  of 
$3500  for  furniture.  As  the  work  progressed,  the 
original  appropriation  was  found  to  be  insuffi- 
cient, and  it  was  supplemented  March  29,  1880, 
by  an  additional  appropriation  of  $17,900,  and 
the  directors' request  for  a.  still  further  sum  of 
$11,000  is  now  before  the  City  Council. 

Tbe  causes  or  reasons  for  tbis  state  of  affairs, 
tbe  committee,  from  the  information  they  have 
received,  believe  to  be,  briefly,  as  follows: 

The  plan  upon  which  the  estimate  of  $65,000 
was  based,  as  the  cost  of  the  proposed  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Home,  contemplated  a  Dew  building 
costing  $40,000,  to  accommodate  100  girls,  and  an 
addition  to  the  old  building,  costing  $25,000,  to 
accommodate  seventy-five  boys.  But  after  the 
appropriation  was  made,  this  project  was  aban- 
doned and  it  was  decided  to  build  one  large  addi- 
tion, of  increased  area  and  greater  height,  that 
should  afford  the  additional  accommodations  the 
directors  desired  to  obtain.  This  change  ot  purpose 
would,  of  course,  necessitate  a  radical  change  in 
the  design.  It  appears,  however,  that  up  to  this 
time  no  complete  plans  for  the  improvement  had 
been  made,  but.  under  the  belief  that  the  work 
could  be  done  within  the  appropriation,  the  build- 
ing was  commenced,  plans  being  made  and  con- 
tracts entered  into  from  time  to  time,   for   differ- 
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ent  portions  of  the  work.  About  the  time  the 
work  was  commenced,  the  prices  ot  labor  and 
building  materials  began  to  rise,  and  the  upward 
tendency  has  generally  continued  during  its  prog- 
ress, so  that  the  city  lias  been  contending  with 
an  advancing  market,  and  in  almost  every  in- 
stance Dids  for  work  were  in  excess  of  the  esti- 
mates. 

There  were  also  important  changes  made  in 
the  plans  from  time  to  time,  as  the  work  pro- 
gressed, which  generally  occasioned  increased 
expense. 

as  a  natural  rpsult,  the  appropriations  have 
been  overrun,  the  building  is  still  incompleted,  a 
number  of  bills  remain  unpaid,  and  these,  with 
various  iueidentals  that  require  attention,  will 
necessitate  the  additional  appropriation  of  $11,- 
000  which  is  asked  for.  In  summing  up  the  rea- 
sons that  occasioned  the  increased  cost  of  this 
improvement,  the  committee  find — 

first— The  appropriation  for  the  building  was 
made,  and  work  commenced,  before  the  plans 
were  fully  developed. 

Second — Estimates  and  contracts  were  made 
upon  a  rapidly  advancing  market. 

Third— Changes  in  the  plans  were  made  as  the 
work  progressed.  The  committee  are  satisfied 
from  their  examination  of  the  building  that  the 
work  has  been  well  and  faithfully  done.  There 
appears  to  have  been  no  extravagance  or  useless 
expenditure  of  money,  and  tbe  city  has,  in  their 
judgment,  received  the  foil  value  of  the  money 
that  has  been  expended. 

A  mistake  undoubtedly  was  made  in  entering 
upon  a  work  so  extensive  before  the  plans 
were  fully  matured,  for  otherwise  a  material 
saving  in  "expense  might  have  been  effected  in 
letting  out  the  entire  work  at  once,  instead  of 
piecemeal,  thereby  anticipating  in  a  measure  the 
advance  in  prices.  The  changes  that  have  been 
made  in  the  plans,  although  adding  to  the  cost, 
have  been  judicious,  and  no  one  questions  their 
advantage  to  the  institution.  They  could  not,  of 
course,  be  foreseen,  as  they  were  developed  and 
their  desirability  became  apparent  during  the 
progress  of  the  work.  It  was  impossible  to  calcu- 
late upon  the  advance  in  prices, and  to  this  fact  is 
attributable,  in  a  great  measure,  the  seeming  er- 
rors in  the  preparation  of  estimates. 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  would  sav  that, 
in  their  opinion,  it  is  decidedly  impolitic  for  any 
department  to  begin  a  work  of  such  magnitude 
as  the  one  in  question  until  the  plans  and  specifi- 
cations are  fully  matured.  When  they  are  com- 
plete, contracts  for  the  entire  work  can  be  made 
at  one  time,  and  the  necessity  tor  changes  and 
alterations  is  not  so  likely  to  occur.  The  latter 
course,  the  committee  understand,  is  pursued  in 
the  Public  Building  Department,  and  it  should 
be  adopted  by  all  other  departments  of  the  city. 
Your  committee  consider  this  matter  of  suffi- 
cient importance  to  be  regulated  by  ordinance, 
and  to  that  end  respectfully  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  followiag  order. 

Joseph  Caldwell. 
George  Curtis. 
William  Frost. 
Nathaniel  Brimbeoom. 
Isaac  Rosnosky. 
J.  H.  McLaughlin. 
William  H.  Ford. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
be  requested  to  report  an  ordin.-mce  providing 
that  contracts  shall  not  be  made  for  any  public 
building  until  the  plans  and  specifications  for 
the  whole  work  are  completed. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— As  no  doubt  there  is  con- 
siderable length  to  that  report  I  move  that  it  be 
laid  upon  the  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  "Hart  of  Ward  18— I  hope  that  motion  will 
iiot  pa<s.  If  toe  orders  in  relation  to  this  Mar- 
cella-street  Home  are  passed  tonight  we  can  get 
them  into  this  year's  appropriation.  If  they  are 
not  passed  tonight  they  will  go  over  until  the 
next  year,  for  which  we  have  no  money. 

The  President — The  Chair  would  suggest  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  18]read  the  report. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  shall  move  to  take 
from  the  table  and  pass  upon  it. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1 — 1  withdraw  my  motion. 

The  President— Mr.  Brimbecoui,  at  the  request 
of  the  Chairman,  is  to  read  the  report. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  move  that  the  read- 
ing be  dispensed  with,  and  that  it  be  assigned 
for  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  at  half-past 
eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11—1  should  like  to   ask 


the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  what 
objection  there  is  to  this  report. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18— As  the  matter  stands  now, 
I  have  no  objection  to  the  report  going  over  and 
being  printed. 

The  motion  to  assign  for  half-past  eight  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Council  prevailed,  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

pay  of  regular  reporters. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  move  that  the 
rules  be  suspended  so  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  19  may  have  an  opportunity  to  offer  the 
order  he  wants  to. 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  know  what 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  19  proposes  to  do? 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  do  not,  but  I  move 
that  he  be  allowed  to  do  what  he  wants  to. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  prevailed. 

Mr.  Teevan  of  Ward  19  offered  the  following 
order: 

Ordered,  That  the  pay  of  the  regular  reporters 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  City  Council  be  fixed  at 
$200  each  per  annum. 

The  order  was  read  once  and  the  question  was 
upon  ordering  it  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8—1  would  like  an  ex- 
planation. I  do  not  understand  that  they  are 
entitled  to  any  pay. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23—1  move  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  next  City  Council. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18—1  move  to  indefinitely 
postpone. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  hope  the  gentleman 
who  offered  the  order  will  explain  it. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19—1  hope  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  19  will  have  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
plain.   He  has  offered  it  to  benefit  somebody. 

Mr.  Ford  of  Ward  19—1  hope  the  gentleman  will 
explain. 

Mr.  Teevan  of  Ward  19— It  is  my  opinion,  sir, 
that  they  ought  to  receive  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  hope  the  motion 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
will  not  prevail.  I  see  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  19,  perhaps  through  inexperience,  omitted 
to  have  it  charged  to  any  particular  fund,  and  I 
think  it  ought  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
with  instructions  to  provide  the  means,  either  by 
loan  or  otherwise. 

Mr.Hagar  of  Ward  10— I  move  we  now  adjourn. 

Lost. 

The  question  was  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Whit- 
more of  Ward  12  to  refer  to  Che  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16— The  gentleman  who 
introduced  the  order  ought  to  state  what  com- 
mittee he  wants  to  refer  it  to.  The  gentleman 
must  have  some  reason  for  offering  the  order, 
and  if  he  would  like  to  have  it  referred  to  a  spe- 
cial committee  I  would  suggest  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Special  Committee  on  Improved 
Sewerage,  who  want  some  more  work  to  do. 

Mr.  Teevan  of  Ward  19—1  would  move  its  refer- 
ence to  the  Special  Committee  on  Marcella-street 
Home. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8—1  think  the  gentle- 
men mean  well  enough,  and  I  think  it  is  the  cus- 
tom to  pay  salaries  to  official  reporters.  I  think 
it  is  no  more  than  rieht  that  something  should  be 
done,  and  as  the  matter  has  been  brought  for- 
ward, 1  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Salaries. 

Mr.  McNamara  of  Ward  19— I  think  somebody 
has  been  putting  up  a  job  on  my  colleague,  and  I 
move  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  order. 

The  President—  ihe  question  is  already  before 
the  Council.  The  question  is  first  upon  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  Salaries. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10  moved  to  lay  it  on  the 
table.    Lost. 

The  question  was  on  the  motion  to  commit  to 
the  Committee  on  Salaries. 

The  question  was  upon  the  motion  to  reier  to 
the  next  City  Government.    Lost. 

The  question  was  on  the  motion  to  indefinitely 
postpone.    Carried. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  moved  to  lay  that 
motion  on  the  table.    Lost. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

directors  for  public  institutions. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Insti- 
tutions, to  whom  were  referred  the  resignations 
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of  Samuel  Little  and  Charles  J.  Prescott  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions, would  respectfully  recommend  that  the 
resignations  be  accepted,  and  also  beg  leave  to 
nominate  Asa  H.  Caton  and  George  B.  Faunee  as 
candidates  to  fill  the  vacancies  occasioned  there- 
by- 

The  committee  further  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  accompanying  resolve: 

Kesolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  in 
accepting  the  resignation  of  Samuel  Little  and 
Charles  J.  Presco.t  as  members  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  takes  occasion 
of  acknowledging  its  appreciation  of  the  valuable 
and  long-continued  service,  they  have  rendered 
to  the  city  while  connected  with  said  board,  and 
also  its  regret  at  their  retirement  from  the 
sphere  of  usefulness  they  have  so  long  and  ably 
tilled.  For  the  Committee, 

A.  S.  Brown. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  resolve  was 
read  once. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— There  are  several 
matters  in  the  report,  and  though  I  do  not  object 
to  any  portion  being  taken  first,  yet  I  shall  desire 
to  call  for  a  division  of  this  matter.  I  shall  be 
willing  that  the  resolution  shall  be  taken  first. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatnck  of  Ward  8  the 
further  consideration  of  the  matter  was  special- 
ly assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  at 
quarter  before  eight  o'clock. 

WATER    METERS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Water,  au- 
thorized to  make  experiments  with  regard  to  the 
Deacon  meter,  be  authorized  to  experiment  with 
any  other  meter  of  a  similar  description. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Reconsideration  lost. 

COMMITTEES    AND    THE    PAY    OF    LABORERS. 

Mr.  Maeuireot  Ward  19  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  different  committees  in 
charge  of  departments  employing  laborers  are 
ordered  to  use  their  influence  with  the  Superin- 
tendents of  their  several  departments,  to  pay  all 
laborers  whom  they  consider  competent  two  dol- 
lars per  day. 

The  order  was  read  once,  and  the  question  was 
on  giving  it  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19—1  only  propose  to  say 
a  word  about  this  matter.  I  see  there  is  ob- 
jection to  all  these  orders  here  tonight  on  the 
ground  that  they  were  not  referred  to  the  proper 
committees;  anil  further  that  there  were  a  great 
many  i:i  the  different  departments  who  were  not 
Competent  to  earn  two  dollars  per  day.  I  think 
this  older  covers  the  ground.  It  is  left  to  the 
committees  to  a-k  the  superintendents  to  pay 
the  men  who  are  worth  it  $2  per  day.  I  know 
men  outside  the  city  works  who  are  receiving  this 
sum,  and  in  my  business  the  prices  have  advanced 
from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  per  cent.  As  this 
order  simply  refers  the  matter  to  the  committees 
and  asks  them  to  do  justice  to  these  men,  I  think 
the  Council  will  see  the  wisdom  of  the  order  and 
refer  it. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— I  make  the  same  motion 
that  this  order  be  laid  upon  the  table.  What  I 
object  to  is  to  having  this  Council  pass  on  any  of 
these  matters  without  some  consideration.  I  do 
not  know  as  I  should  oppose  them,  but  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say  that  I  am  opposed  to  an 
increase.  At  present  I  do  not  know  much 
about  it.  There  may  be  some  who  are  pre- 
pared to  vote,  but  I  do  not  know  about 
this  matter.  I  want  facts.  I  say  this 
Council  ought  torelraln  from  passing  such  an 
order  without  some  consideration.  1  shall  not 
ask  a  long  postponement.  I  do  not  want  it  indef- 
initely postponed.  If  other  people  pay  $2  per 
day,  the  city  ought  to  pay  as  much.  The  city 
cannot  afTofd  to  pay  less  than  other  people,  but'l 
think  we  ought  to  have  some  facts  about  it. 
Therefore  I  hope  the  order  will  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19—1  hope  that  motion 
will  not  prevail.  The  matter  is  to  be  referred 
to  the  different  committees,  and  I  think  they 
would  not  act  unwisely  or  hastily  in  this  matter. 
I  think  it  would  be  wise  for  this  Council  to  pass 
thl- order;  it  they  do  not,  the  city  will  lose  its 
best  men.  They  certainly  will  not  work  for  si  62 
and  $1.75  when  outside  parties  will  give  them  $2. 
I  hope  the  matter  will  be  reterred  to  the  different 
committees  by  whom  labor  is  employed,  and  it  a 
in. in  is  worth  ■--'  to  other  people,  let  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  department  pay  him  that. 


The  President— Do  I  understand  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  to  make  a  motion  ? 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— I  do;  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  think  the  objection 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  is  a  very  sound 
one.  That  leaves  no  discrimination  whatever. 
The  committees  are  ordered  to  use  their  influence 
for  a  specific  purpose.  I  think  that  is  not  en- 
tirely proper.  I  should  move  to  amend  the  order 
by  adding  "if  the  committee  shall  deem  it  beat." 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Wharton  of 
War,:!  11  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19—1  think  it  is  better 
that  the  committee  should  be  instructed  to  do 
this.  Anybody  who  has  eyes  to  read  the  news- 
papers will  see  the  necessity  of  doing  something 
of  that  kind  at  this  time.  The  committees 
are  not  to  insist  that  those  who  are 
not  competent  shall  receive  it,  but  only  those 
who  are  competent;  and  1  think  it  the  committees 
are  not  instructed  to  insist  upon  that,  the  city  of 
Boston  will  lose  some  of  its  best  men. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— 1  hardly  think  the 
gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  sees  the 
effect  of  it.  He  could  not  expect  a  com- 
mittee to  work  with  any  soul  if  they 
did  not  believe  in  the  doctrine.  If  it  will 
enable  him  to  get  this  order  through  at  the 
present  time,  I  should  by  all  means  advise  him  to 
accept  the  amendment.  1  have  no  doubt  any 
committee  of  this  body  would  be  apt  to  regard 
any  instruction  of  that  kind  very  cirefully.  He 
don't  desire  the  committee  to  do  anything  that 
is  not  right,  and  i  presume  the  committees  are 
with  the  majority  of  the  Council.  I  think  that 
both  sides  of  the  question  may  come  to  an  agree- 
ment on  that  particular  form  of  an  order. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19— In  order  to  hasten  the 
matter  I  will  accept  the  amendment. 

The  order  as  amended  wa3  ordered  to  a  second 
reading,  and  the  question  was  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  don't  know  but 
that  I  should  like  to  amend  the  order  so  that 
the  committees  may  be  requested  instead  of 
ordered.  It  is  more  courteous,  and  it  is  the  gen- 
eral practice. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  think  that  within 
a  very  brief  space  of  time  1  have  heard  the  Chair 
state  that  the  Council  commanded  its  servants, 
of  whom  the  committees  were  its  chief.  Ic 
struck  me  with  a  great  ileal  of  force.  I  think  the 
language  is  well  enough,  and  hope  the  gentle- 
man will  not  insist  upon  an  amendment. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— t  think  it  is  more 
courteous  than  to  order  a  committee.  It  is  al- 
ways our  custom  to  request  or  instruct  them. 

The  amendment  to  change  the  word  "ordered" 
to  "instructed"  was  carried,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

A     DANGEROUS    LIME    KILN. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Hoard  of  Poliee  Commission- 
ers be  requested  to  take  su':h  action  as  lies  in 
their  power  to  cause  the  lioie  kiln  on  Dorchester 
avenue,  foot  of  Seventh  and  B  streets,  to  be  en- 
closed by  a  fence,  or  otherwise  suitably  guarded, 
so  as  to  prevent  persons  not  aware  of  its  dangers 
fiom  entering  therein. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Reconsideration   lost. 

APPROPRIATIONS    FOR    MARCELLA-STREET    HOME. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23,  the  Coun- 
cil took  from  the  cable  the  order  to  provide  an 
appropriation  of  $8000  for  compleiing  and  fur- 
nishing Marcella-street  Home  buildings. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  ot  the  order 
aud  it  was  passed— yeas  58.  nays  none. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Mr.  Browning  of  Ward  23  called  up  the  past  as- 
signmenr.which  was  the  order  for  transfers  to  the 
appropriation  for  Marcella-street  Home  buildings 
of  $9000  from  the  appropriation  for  the  House  of 
Industry,  and  $2000  fiom  the  appropriation  for 
the  House  of  Correction.    (City  Doc.  45.) 

The  order  had  been  read  once  and  the  question 
was  on  its  passage  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Hart  ot  Ward  18—1  desire  to  say  in  rela- 
tion to  this  matter  that  the  work  is  all  done 
and  the  contractor  is  waiting  for  his 
money.  It  has  got  to  be  paid,  whether  we  like  it 
or  not.  If  we  let  it  go  over  until  next  year  we 
shall  have  no  appropriation. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and 
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under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  was  finally  passed 
— yeas  58,  nays  cone. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

CITY  ARCHITECT. 

Mr.  Bartlttt  of  Ward  15  submitted  the  follow- 
ing and  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinanges: 

An    Ordinance 

To   Establish   the  Office  of   City    Architect. 

Section  1.  Section  19  of  the  ordinance  to  es- 
tablish the  office  of  City  Architect  as  printed  on 
page  136  of  the  edition  of  the  statutes  and  ordi- 
nances of  1876  is  hereby  amended  by  adding  to 
the  said  section  the  words,  "and  devote  his  whole 
time  to  the  service  of  the  city." 

On  morion  of  Mr.  Rosnosky  the  ordinance  was 
specially  assigned  for  8.30  o'clock  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council. 

FIRE    BELL    AT    GRAND    JUNCTION   WHARVES. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment consider  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of 
placing  a  fire-alarm  bell  in  the  vicinity  of  Pier  6, 
Grand  Junction  wharves,  East  Boston. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

FIRE    DEPARTMENT    REPAIR    SHOP. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  parcel  of  land  belonging  to 
the  city  of  Boston  and  at  present  in  charge  of 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
situated  at  the  corner  of  Albany  and  Bristol 
streets,  measuring  eighty  feet  on  Al- 
bany street  and  one  hundred  feet  on 
Bristol  street,  and  containing  8000  square  feet 
more  or  less,  as  shown  on  a  plan  made  by  the  City 
Surveyor,  dated  April  15,  1881,  De  and  the  same 
hereby  is  set  apart  for  rhe  use  and  occupation  of 
a  repair  shop  "for  the  Fire  Department,  and  for 
that  purpose  is  placed  in  charge  of  the  Board  of 
Fire  Commissioners. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  would  like  to  ask  if 
this  comes  from  a  committee. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— The  committee  had 
under  consideration  a  lot  of  land  for  a  repair 
shop,  but  subsequently  a  remonstrance  came  in 
and  the  order  was  indefinitely  postponed.  Now, 
as  I  understand,  the  question  has  been  raised 
that  the  committee  cannot  originate  an  order, 
and  I  have  offered  this  as  an  individual  member 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Fltzpatriek  of  Ward  8  moved  to  refer  the 
order  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10 — This  is  a  lot  of  land 
that  the  Fire  Commissioners  particularly  want, 
and  after  some  two  or  three  weeks  of  considera- 
tion it  was  decided  to  give  it  to  them.  It  would 
be  an  entirely  useless  delay  to  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Fire  Department. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion and  the  order  was  passed. 

A  PROPOSED  CITY    GREENHOUSE. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on   Common  aud 
Public  Grounds  be  requested  to  consider   and  ie- 
port  upon  the  expediency  of    building    a    green- 
house for  the  use  of  the  city. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Reconsideration  lost. 

USE   OF  BATES  HALL. 

Mr.  Mathews  of  Ward  21  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Library  be  requested  to  report  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  Common  Council  on  the  expediency  of 
having  Bates  Hall  opened  on  one  or  more  even- 
ings of  each  week  until  ten  o'clock,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  persons  desirous  of  consulting  works 
on  arts, manufactures, mining  and  other  important 
subjects,  who  are  now  debarred  from  such  privi- 
lege on  account  of  inability  to  devote  the  neces- 
sary time  to  said  investigation  during  business 
hours;  and  especially  as  regards  such  valuable 
books  of  reference  as  can  only  be  consulted  at 
the  library  and  are  not  allowed,  under  the  rules, 
to  be  taken  away  from  the  building. 
Read  twice  and  passed. 

REPORT  ON  PLAYGROUND. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8—1  give  notice  to  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds  that 
at  the  next  meeting  I  shall  call  for  a  report  in  re- 
lation to  a  playground  to  be  set  off  on  the  Com- 
mon so  that  boys  may  play  base  ball. 


VACANCY    FILLED. 

The  President  appointed  Mr.  Folan  of  Ward  13 
to  fill  the  vacancy  existing  in  the  Committee  on 
Public  Library. 

RECONSIDERATION. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— There  have  been  several 
orders  introduced  here  this  evening  with  refer- 
ence to  the  pay  of  laborers,  and  I  suppose  that 
subject  has  been  disposed  of  by  the  resolution  of 
Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19.  If  that  is  so  I  would 
move  to  take  the  several  resolutions  from  the  ta- 
ble in  order  that  I  may  move  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone them. 

The  President— If  there  is  no  objection,  the 
Chair  will  state  the  motions  together. 

The  resolves  were  taken  from  the  table  and  the 
question  was  on  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8—1  would  ask  if  this 
affects  the  order  which  I  offered  and  which  was 
assigned. 

The  President — The  motion  does  not  affect  any- 
thing specially  assigned. 

The  resolves  taken  from  the  table  were  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Emery  of  Ward  18  the  Coun- 
cil adjourned. 


CONFIRMATION  OF  WATER  COMMISSIONER 
CUTTER. 

[Note.  The  following  discussion,  relating  to 
the  confirmation  of  Mr.  Cutter  as  Water  Commis- 
sioner, was  omitted  from  the  printed  proceedings 
of  the  Council  meeting  held  April  21.  It  comes  in 
order  after  the  first  four  lines  at  the  top  of  the 
second  column  of  page  244,  and  takes  the  place  of 
ail  below  that  down  to  the  sub-head  "Motion  to 
Adjourn."] 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  understand  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  desires  to  have  this  or- 
der go  through  because  he  wants  an  opportunity 
to  change  the  ordinance.  If  I  misunderstand 
him,  I  should  be  happy  to  be  corrected. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  wish  to  state  that 
the  gentleman  does  not  understand.  I  have  al- 
ready withdrawn  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table, 
and  the  motion  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  and  no  objection  has  been  made. 
What  I  wish  now  is  to  bave  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor  obtained  by  a  sub-committee  which 
is  already  in  existence.  For  my  part  I  want  to 
consult  the  City  Solicitor  about  It,  and  the  gen- 
tleman, being  one  oi  the  sub-committee,  would 
be  one  of  those  that  would  ask  him  about  this 
question. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  U— That  is  what  I  under- 
stood him  to  say;  that  he  intended  no  recom- 
mendation to  any  committee  as  to  the  power  to 
change,  but  he  desires  that  this  appointment 
should  lie  over  because  he  wishes  to  consult 
members  of  a  certain  sub-committee  which  exists, 
but  which  is  not  recognized  by  this  body,  and  be- 
cause he  wants  to  consult  the  City  Solicitor. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  the  only  reason  why  I 
have  suggested  that  this  should  lie  over 
was  because  I  thought  by  what  had  been 
said  by  ray  colleague  from  Ward  11,  and  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Ward  9  and  Ward  12,  that  there  was 
difficulty  in  the  way  as  to  our  powers.  Under 
these  circumstances  1  thought  perhaps  we  had 
better  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
and  then  be  able  to  see  exactly  how  we  stand. 
That  was  my  oDly  object  in  putting  the  appoint- 
ment over. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Waid  1 — I  cannot  argue  the  legal 
question,  but  it  seems  to  me  these  points  have 
risen  all  at  once.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
has  the  faculty  of  putting  these  things  in  a  very 
muddled  light,  and  I  believe  the  fact  of  this  is 
that  it  is  square  opposition  to  Mr.  Cutter.  The 
e-entleman  has  stated  that  he  blames  the  whole 
Water  Board;  that  he  does  not  blame  any  one 
of  them.  I  understand  the  other  two  raeui- 
oers  are  in  a  position  where  we  shall  nor 
come  to  any  vote  upon  them;  and  it  comes  down 
to  this — that  really  the  opposition  is  to  Mr.  Cutter. 
Now,  if  gentlemen  have  any  opposition  to  him,  or 
any  statement  to  make,  I  think  it  is  fair  they 
should  make  them  tonight.  If  Mr.  Cutter  is  not 
a  proper  man,  vote  biin  down. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— In  respect  to  the 
gentleman  who  has  taken  his  seat  I  have  to  say 
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this :  I  have  endeavored  to  make  the  matter  plain 
by  saying  that  I  had  no  enmity  whatever  against 
Mr.  Cutter.  It  that  creates  a  muddle  in  his  mind 
I  cannot  help  it.  I  cannot  make  anything  any 
plainer.  I  have  no  intention  of  opposing  Mr. 
Cutter  under  any  cover  of  a  motion  to  refer  to  a 
committee.  If  that  statement  is  not  clear  I  think 
it  is  clearer  than  tne  water  we  get  from  the 
board.  But  what  I  wish  to  say  is  this:  If  the  ob- 
jection of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  rests  on 
the  fact  that  what  I  propose  to  do  is  only  as  an 
individual,  I  will  make  a  motion  to  refer  the 
matter  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 
The  fact  is,  if  I  remember  rightly,  and  If  1  am 
wrong  I  wish  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  to 
state  the  facts,  this  is  one  of  the  nominations 
which  have  been  heretofore  made  in  the  wrong 
way  and  contrary  to  law,  and  it  is  important  that 
they  should  be  made  in  the  right  way.  I  wish  to 
say  that  this  subject  did  not  occur  to  me  when  I 
first  rose,  and  when  it  did  come  to  my 
recollection  It  was,  in  my  estimation,  so 
much  more  important  that  I  abandoned 
every  other  ground  of  oDjection,  and  put  it  sim- 
ply on  this  ground.  If  my  recollection  is  worth 
anything,  this  particular  appointment  is  one  of 
those  that  ought  to  be  made  legally;  and  it  is  im- 
portant and  desirable  that  the  City  Solicitor's 
opinion  should  be  obtained  on  that  point,  and  on 
that  point  only;  and  I  would  ask  to  have  it  go 
over  until  next  week,  in  order  that  we  may  get 
the  City  Solicitor's  opinion  on  that  point.  If  it  is 
to  be  done  through  »  committee,  so  much  the;  bet- 
ter. The  proper  committee  is  the  Committe*  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Greeuiiugh  of  Ward  9— If  it  should  turn  out 
that  we  had  no  power  to  confirm  anybody  for 
three  years,  and  if  it  is  advisable  to  confirm  Mr. 
Cutter,  as  we  have  legal  power  to  confirm  him,  it 
will  not  be  done  for  anything  more  thau  his  legal 
term  according  to  the  language  of  the  appoint- 
ment. As  far  as  what  the  gentleman  says  about 
the  ordinance  is  concerned,  it  struck  me 
that  what  was  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11  was  mainly  correct,  although 
I  am  not  a  lawyer,  and  would  apply  to  these  peo- 
ple who  have  been  previously  for  a  specified  time. 
I  do  not  want  to  stand  here  as  an  apologist  for 
all  the  acts  of  the  Water  Board.  I  have  at  vari- 
ous times,  as  member  of  the  Committee  on  Water, 
felt  myself  called  upon  to  differ  from  the  Board 
very  seriously  on  several  subjects.  But  I  must 
say'that  I  think  the  Council  will  make  a  mistake 
if,  apart  from  the  general  opposition  to  the  man- 
agement of  the  business  of  the  Board,  we  do  not 
elect  Mr.  Cutter.  Mr.  Cutter  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Water  Board  lor  many  years.  He  has 
at  his  fingers'  ends  the  business  of  the  city  in  re- 
lation to  outside  matters  more  especially,  not 
perhaps  in  the  immediate  running  of  the  works, 
which  belongs  to  the  engineer;  and  1  think  no 
one  will  care  to  question  the  good  intention  and 
the  integrity  of  the  chairman  of  the  Board.  And 
when  we  find  a  man  as  well  informed  as  Mr.  Cut- 
ter, who  has  acted  as  honestly  as  he  has  done,  I 
think  if  we  should  turn  him  out  we  should  make 
a  great  mistake.  I  hope  we  shall  go  into  a  ballot 
and  then  oonsider  for  how  long  we  Shall  elect 
him. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  I  fail  to  see 
why,  ir  the  ordinance  can  be  changed,  it  cannot 
be  changed  as  well  after  this  confirmation  has 
taken  place.  If  it  is  advisable  to  obtain  the  opin- 
ion of  the  City  Solicitor,  why  cannot  that  be  done 
just  as  well  alter  confirmation  as  beTore?  It  ap- 
pears there  is  no  objection  to  Mr.  Cutter,  and 
therefore  I  hope  he  will  be  continued. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1 — I  wish  to  ask  one  ques- 
tion: whether  anytime  here  can  inform  me  wheth- 
er the  nomination  of  the  Mayor  nominating  Mr. 
Stanwood  reads  the  same  as  the  nomination  of 
Mr.  Cutter?  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  out— I 
mean  as  regards  specifying  the  length  of  the 
term. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  informed  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  Council  that  all  the  nominations  read 
In  the  same  general  phraseology. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  l— It  does  not  state  the 
length  of  the  term. 

The  President— The  Chair  does  not  state  except 
that  It  is  in  the  general  form. 

Mi.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— Well;  do  I  uuaerstand 
that  they  are  elected  for  three  years  V 

The  President—  I  be  Chair  is  unable  to  answer. 


Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25—1  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— 1  hope  the  previous 
question  will  not  be  put.  The  City  Solicitor  has 
thrown  a  certain  cloud  around  the  question  of 
the  term  of  such  officers,  and  1  think  action  should 
be  taken  intelligently. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  hope  the  gentle- 
man will  withdraw  the  motion,  and,  instead  of 
that,  move  to  close  the  debate  in  one  minute. 
The  motion  for  the  previous  question  will  cut  off 
entirely  the  opportunity  to  secure  the  City  Solic- 
itor's opinion,  and  I  do  not  suppose  that  is  what 
he  intends.  lie  is  not  anxious  to  press  a  vote, 
and  stop  any  reference  to  the  City  Solicitor's 
opinion.  He  only  wants  to  come  to  a  vote,  in 
which  I  agree  with  him. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25— If  any  gentleman  con- 
siders it  necessary,  I  will  move  that  the  debate  be 
closed  in  two  minutes. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— I  find  by  referring  to  the 
action  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  April  12,  that  it 
reads,  "Member  of  the  Water  Board  for  three 
years,  Albert  Stanwood,  confirmed  by  ballot. 
Now  my  question  was  whether  this  means  the 
same  thing.  I  want  to  know  what  this  phraseol- 
ogy- 
Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  should  like  to 
answer  that  question. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  close 
the  debate  in  two  minutes,  and  was  declared  car- 
ried. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  doubted  the  vote,  and  a 
division  being  had  the  motion  was  lost— yeas  21, 
nays  22. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Whitrnorejof  Ward  12—1  hope  the  Council 
will  at  this  time  refuse  the  previous  question. 
We  have  already  had  a  decisive  vote  on  that 
question.  This  is  merely  a  repetition  of  the 
motion  we  have  already  acted  upon.  The  gentle- 
man withdrew  the  motion  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion and  took  the  sense  of  the  Council  as  to 
whether  they  would  stop  the  discussion  at  once; 
and  now  to  move  the  previous  question,  which 
comes  to  the  same  thine-,  is  unfair,  for  it  is  acting 
against  the  last  decision  of  the  Council.  I 
think  the  Council  by  its  vote  has  shown  its 
desire  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  shall  be 
beard.  IX  the  motion  is  withdrawn  for  that  pur- 
pose, if  no  one  else  does  so,  I  will  move  to  close 
the  debate  in  five  minutes.  1  do  not  want  to  pro- 
long the  debate,  but,  as  I  said,  the  previous  ques- 
tion cuts  off  any  expression  as  to  whether  the 
Council  wants  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solic- 
itor. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16— The  gentleman  asked 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  25  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion that  he  might  make  a  motion  to  close  the  de- 
bate in  two  minutes;  and  when  the  question  came 
on  closing  the  debate  the  gentleman  from  Wardl2 
opposed  it.  He  wants  to  carry  this  debate  for 
the  whole  evening.  If  the  gentleman  wants  us  to 
vote  to  ask  the  City  Solicitor's  opinion,  I  do  not 
think  that  question  comes  in  now.  I  would  like 
the  previous  question,  so  that  we  shall  proceed  to 
a  ballot.  If  the  genileman  then  wishes  to  ask  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  I  am  satisfied.  I 
shall  have  no  objection  to  giving  him  that  oppor- 
tunity. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  desire  to  say  in 
reply  that  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor 
would  be  simply  ridiculous. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24—1  would  like  to  ask  if  the 
gentleman  is  discussing  the  previous  question. 

The  President — The  Chair  is   unable  to  say. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24— He  is  talking  about  the 
City  Solicitor's  opinion,  and  I  do  not  know  that 
that  has  anything  to  do  with  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

*Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  only  say  that  to 
obtain  the  City  Solicitor's  opinion  after" the  con- 
firmation would  be  absurd. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11 — I  hope  the  previous 
question  will  not  be  ordered.  It  will  give  me 
some  satisfaction  to  answer  the  question  legiti- 
mately put  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8—1  hope  the  previous 
question  will  not  prevail.  I  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  11  ought  to  have  a  chance  to  reply. 

Mr.  Means  of  Ward  20 — I  hope  the  previous 
question  will  prevail.  I  confess  it  has  not  been 
shown  to  me  what  connection  this  ordinance  in 
regard  to  the  length  of  the  term  may  have  to  the 
confirmation  of  Mr.  Cutter  here  tonight.    I  have 
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some  idea  in  regard  to  whom  I  want  to  vote  for, 
but  I  would  certainly  like  to  vote,  and  I  am 
afraid  if  gentlemen  keep  on  talking  about  this 
ordinance  aDd  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor, 
by  the  time  they  get  through  we  shall  be  muddled 
up  so  that  we  shall  not  be  able  to  veto 
for  a  member  or  the  Water  Board;  and  I  hope 
the  Council  will  have  the  charity  to  order  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  hope  the  gentle- 
man who  has  just  taken  his  seat  will  not  urge  the 
previous  question,  for  this  reason:  for  if  he 
allows  the  debate  to  go  on,  I  presume  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  11  will  give  him  some  informa- 
tion which  tray  be  of  some  service  to  him;  and  if 
the  Council  votes  to  get  the  opinion  of  the 
City  Solicitor,  he  will  get  the  opinion  of  a  very 
distinguished  lawyer  on  a  question  which 
came  up  this  year.  I  do  not  speak  this  to  create 
laughter.  I  simply  wish  to  state  the  facts.  I 
hope  he  will  allow  this  opinion  to  be  secured. 


The  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  pre- 
vious question,  and  was  declared  to  be  carriea. 
A.  doubt  was  raised,  the  Council  was  divided,  and 
the  main  question  was  ordered— yeas  30,  nays  20. 

The  main  question  was  on  proceeding  to  vote 
on  the  confirmation,  and  it  was  carried. 

Messrs.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8,  Folan  of  Ward 
13,  and  Lowell  of  Ward  1  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  receive,  sort  and  count  votes,  and  a  bal- 
lot was  taken  with  the  following  result: 

Whole  number  of  votes 65 

Necessary  for  confirmation 28 

Yes 42 

No 13 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  G-reenough  of  Ward  9—1  should  like  to  iu- 
quire  whether  it  is  in  order  to  move  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  ballot. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  that  is  in  or- 
der according  to  precedent. 

The  reconsideration  was  lost. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY   3,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man "O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

A  venire  was  received  for  six  grand  jurors.  The 
draft  was  made  by  Aldermen  Frost  and  Halde- 
man. 

A  venire  was  also  received  for  thirty-six  trav- 
erse jurors  for  the  Superior  Court,  second  session. 
The  draft  was  made  by  Aldermen  Curtis  and 
Whitten. 

CONFIRMATIONS. 
Edward  H.  Savage,  to  be  Probation  Officer  for 
the  county  of  Suffolk. 
Roscoe  G.  Moulton,  to  be  a  public  weigher. 

PETITIONS  AND  REMONSTRANCES  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Petition  of  Henry 
Williams  et  al.,  for  a  lamp  in  the  passageway 
south  of  Williams  Market,  corner  of  Dover  and 
Washington  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  Petitions  of 
P.  T.  Barnum  et  al.,  for  leave  to  exhibit  a  circus 
company  and  menagerie  at  the  Coliseum  Grounds 
for  six  days,  commencing  June  6;  of  T.  E  Hal- 
leck,  for  leave  to  give  musical  and  dramatic 
entertainments  at  "Halleck's  Alhambra,"  City 
Point,  South  Boston,  during  the  ensuing  season. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  Of  James  A.  Kemp,  old  wooden  stable 
tor  three  horses  on  Dorchester  avenue,  No.  656, 
"Ward  15;  of  Sarah  G.  Henry,  new  wooden  stable 
for  two  horses  on  Seventh  street,  near  M  street, 
Ward  15;  of  William  J.  Cutler,  old  wooden  stable 
for  eight  horses  on  Island  street,  Ward  20;  of 
Jennie  L.  Johnson,  new  wooden  stable  for  two 
horses  on  Seventh  street,  rear  of  656,  "Ward  15; 
of  South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  new  brick 
stable  for  150  additional  horses  on  P  street,  "Ward 
14;  of  Ora  Holman,  old  wooden  stable  for  four 
horses  on  Medford  street,  No.  395,  Ward  13;  of 
George  S.  Johnson,  new  brick  stable  for  150 
horses  on  Curve  street,  corner  of  Broadway  ex- 
tension Ward  12;  of  George  H.  Dean,  new  brick 
stable  for  100  horses  on  Chapman  street,  between 
"Village  and  Albion  streets,  Ward  16;  of  Franklin 
Holden,  wooden  stable  for  three  horses  on  Mo- 
nadnock  street,  near  Bird  street,  Ward  20 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Request  of  School 
Committee  that  a  portion  of  Mason  street  be 
paved  with  asphalt.  Petitions  of  Henry  C.  Pick- 
ering et  at,  that  the  city  defray  one-half  the  ex- 
pense of  sprinkling  Sawyer  stret-t,  Ward  19;  of 
Adams  Express  Company  etai.,that  Court  square 
be  repaved  with  asphalt;  of  T.  C.  Brown,  for  a 
plank  walk  ou  Beacon  street,  near  Chestnut 
Hill  Reservoir;  of  S.  Q.  Currier,  for  edgestones 
and  brick  sidewalks  on  Walnut  place,  Ward  23; 
of  Frank  Stadtmiller,  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalks  on  Walnut  place,  Ward  23;  of  William 
F.  Smith,  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks  at 
24  Pen-in  street,  Boston  Highlands. 

Remonstrance  of  Central-square  Wharf  Com- 
pany against  the  erection  of  telephone  poles  on 
Border  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Of  George  Pea- 
body,  for  abatement  of  a  sewer  assessment 
against  his  estate  on  Commercial  street;  of  A.  G. 
Wilbor,  trustee,  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  the  exten- 
sion of  Broadway,  between  Harrison  avenue  and 
W  shington  street. 

To  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Common  ana 
Public  Grounds.  Petition  of  Edward  Strong  et 
al  that  ground  opposite  the  West  Roxbury  Post 
Office  he  used  for  a  playground. 

To  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public 
Riiildinas.  Request  of  the  School  Committee  tor 
fn  office  for  the  master  of  the  Banker  Hill  School- 

h°Toethe  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public 
Institutions.  Petition  ol  the  Boston,  Winthrop  As 
Point  SWriev  Railroad  Company,  lor  land  in  the 
town  of  Winthrop  tor  a  roadbed. 

To  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildings.  Petitions  ot  the 
Hoosac  Tunnel  Dock  and  Elevator  Company,  tor 
leave  to  erect  wooden  buildings  <m  Damon  s,Hit- 
tino-er'sand  Tudor's  wharves,  Ward  5;   ot  W.  S. 


Pratt,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  at  197 
to  203  Maverick  street,  Ward  2;  of  the  estate  of 
Nathaniel  Adams,  for  leave  to  erect  an  addition 
to  a  wooden  building  on  New  street,  opposite 
Maverick  street,  Ward  2. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Public  Parks. 
Petition  of  Francis  J.  Baxter,  president,  Henry 
A.  Snow,  secretary,  and  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  City  Point  Improvement  Association,  and 
petition  of  Edward  L.  Tead  and  seventy-four 
others  in  aid  of  the  same,  for  a  Marine  Park  at 
City  Point,  with  instructions  to  give  the  parties  a 
hearing. 

ORDERS  OF  NOTICE. 

Orders  of  notice  returnable  May  23  were  passed 
for  hearings  on  petitions  to  locate  and  use  sta- 
tionary steam  engines  as  follows:  New  England 
Newspaper  Union,  at  222  Franklin  street;  Shaw- 
mut  Lithograph  Company,  at  597  Albany  street. 

QUARTERLY   REPORTS. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners 
for  the  three  months  ending  March  31, 1881. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Quarterly  report  of  the  City  Clerk.  Receipts  as 
follows: 

For  record  of  mortgages,  assignments,  etc.,  of 
personal  property,  $934.50;  for  amusement 
licenses,  $107;  for  record  of  "goods  found," 
twenty-five  cents;  total,  $1041.75,  which  has  been 
paid  to  the  City  Collector. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Quarterly  report  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor: 
Cash  on  hand  Feb.  1,  $6721.91;  receipts,  $50,539.22; 
expenditures,  $52,533.72;  cash  balance,  $4727.41. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

NOTICES    OE   ORGANIZATION. 

Notice  of  organization  of  Board  of  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions,  with  Albert  T.  Whiting  presi- 
dent and  William  H.  Hodgkins  clerk. 

Sent  down. 

Notice  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Mfc.  Hope 
Cemetery  that  they  have  organized,  with  Alder- 
man Charles  V.  Whitten  as  president. 

Sent  down. 

PAPERS    FROM   THE  COMMON   COUNCIL. 

Annual  report  of  Record  Commissioners  (City 
Doc.  66).    Accepted  and  placed  on  file. 

Order  for  Committee  on'  Fire  Department  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  placing  an  alarm  bell 
at  Pier  No.  6,  Grand  Junction  wharves.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  or- 
der to  transfer  to  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions a  parcel  of  land  for  use  of  Marcella-street 
Home.  Report  accepted.  Order  passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  to  set  apart  for  repair  shop  of  Fire  De- 
partment a  lot  of  laud  on  Albany  and  Bristol 
streets.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Police  Commissioners  to  cause  the 
limekiln  on  Dorchester  avenue  to  be  enclosed 
with  a  suitable  f6nce.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Public  Library  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  having  the  Bates  Hall 
open  until  10  P.  M.  each  evening,  for  the  purpose 
of  allowing  consultation  of  scientific  works,  etc. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  "inexpedient"  to  purchase  the  fran- 
chise of  the  Jamaica  Pond  Aqueduct  Company, 
on  account  of  the  high  price  charged  therefor. 
Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Common  to  consid- 
er the  expediency  of  building  a  greeuhonse  for 
the  city.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

WATER     METERS. 

The  order  for  the  Committee  on  Water  to  ex- 
periment with  and  test  other  meters  than  the 
Deacon  meter  came  up  for  concurrence. 

Alderman  Caldwell — I  have  no  particular  objec- 
tion to  that  going  to  the  committee,  but  it  seems 
to  me  the  committee  have  no  power  or  authority 
in  the  matter  whatever. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

UNPAID     "WAGES. 

The  order  for  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  paying  such  labor- 
ers as  were  unpaid  at  the  tiiue  of  the  Hoblitzell 
failure  came  up  for  passage  in  concurrence. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  can  see  no  necessity  for 
manufacturing  business  for  the  City  Council, 
and  it  strikes  me  very  queerly  that  an  order 
should  come  up  here  from  the  Common  Council 
to  investigate  the  affairs  of  a  bankrupt  who  has 
done  some  of  the  city's  work.    It  seems  to   me 
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the  city  has  no  more  to  do  with  this  gentleman's 
atfairs'than  it  has  to  do  with  any  other  contrac- 
tor. The  city  of  Boston  has  no  means  of  the 
Messrs.  Hoblitzell  to  pay  the  men  with,  and  if  they 
had  they  could  not  pay  them;  and  I  cannot  see 
why  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  should 
be  embarrassed  in  this  way.  Unless  the  (Jommit- 
tee  on  Improved  Sewerage  give  us  some  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  matter,  I  shall  move  to  in- 
definitely postpone  the  order. 

Alderman  Slade— This  order  simply  asks  the 
committee  to  consider  the  expediency.  As  the 
Alderman  opposite  has  said,  the  Hoblitzells  have 
failed;  the  city  has  comple>ed  the  work,  and  it 
has  taken  all  the  money  there  was  and  more  too. 
There  is  not  a  dollar  to  pay  the  laborers  with. 
If  they  want  the  committee  to  consider  it,  I  don't 
know  that  there  is  anything  to  consider. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis  the  order  was 
indefinitely  postponed. 

INCREASE  OF  PAY  OF  LABORERS. 

The  order  for  the  different  committees  in 
charge  of  the  several  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  try  to  influence  the  several  superintend- 
ents to  raise  the  pay  of  competent  laborers  to 
$2  each  per  day  came  up  for  concurrence,  and 
the  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Slade— I  will  make  a  motion  to  lay 
that  order  on  the  table.  Itnink  before  we  pass 
such  an  order  as  that  it  ought  to  be  fully  consid- 
ered. I  have  some  doubts  about  the  expediency 
of  It. 

The  order  was  laid  cr  sue  table. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

An  order  for  the  appointment  of  the  Mayor, 
the  President  and  twenty-rive  members  of  the 
Common  Council,  and  the  Chairman,  and  as 
manj'  members  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may 
joiD,  a  committee  to  expend  $15,000  for  the  ob- 
servance of  the  105th  Anniversary  of  American 
Independence,  came  up  from  the  Couucil  for  con- 
current action. 

Alderman  Viles  moved  to  amend  the  order  by 
striking  out  "$15,000"  and  inserting  ''$10,000," 
and  the  question  was  on  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  suppose  there  are  no  more 
Common  Councilmen  than  those  named  in  that 
list ! 

The  Chairman — I  believe  there  are  a  few  more 
left. 

Alderman  Curtis— 1  thought  we  might  amend 
and  make  the  committee  larger. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Alderman  Viles  was 
adopted  and  the  order  was  passed— yeas  11,  nays 
none. 

The  Chairman  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Board,  Aldermen  Viles,  Slade,  Caldwell,  Hersey, 
Haldeman,  Frost,  Curtis,  Whitten, Tucker,  Breck 
and  Woolley. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  SUGAR  BASKETS. 

Alderman  Hersey  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
be  directed  to  remove  or  destroy  forthwith  the 
empty  sugar  baskeis  now  deposited  on  the  estate 
on  First  street,  between  E  and  F  streets,  South 
Boston,  recently  occupied  by  Page's  planing  mill, 
the  said  baskets  being  of  a  very  inflammable  na- 
ture, and  endangering  the  safety  of  the  property 
in  that  vicinity. 

The  order  was  read  twice,  and  the  question  was 
on  its  passage. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  desire  to  say  just  a  word 
in  relation  to  this  order.  There  seems  to  be  a 
necessity  that  some  order  of  this  kind  should  be 
passed  directing  the  commissioners  to  take  ac- 
tion. They  have  been  repeatedly  waited  upon  by 
citizens  who  lear  a  large  conflagration  may  en- 
sue as  the  result  of  these  baskets  being  left  where 
they  are.  The  Board  will  remember  that,  some 
time  in  December  last,  fire  destroyed  Page's  mill. 
These  baskets  were  ac  that  time  being  used  as 
fuel.  They  are  highly  inflammable,  being  satu- 
rated with  sugar,  and  cover  about  an  acre 
and  a  half  of  ground.  They  have  been 
on  Are  once,  but  were  extinguished  with- 
out an  alarm,  as  only  a  few  scattered  ones 
caught  fire.  The  commissioners,  when  first  ap- 
pealed to,  claimed  that  they  bad  not  the  author- 
ity by  ordinance  to  destroy  this  property.  The 
ordinance  under  which  they  had  heretofore  acted, 
which  gave  them  power  to  remove  hazardous 
material  at  the  expense  of  the  occupant  or 
owner,  had,  they  claimed,  been  repealed 
or  overlooked  by  the  Committee  on  ~  Ordi- 
nances, in  revising  the  ordinances;  and 
wanted    to    wait     until     that     ordinance     bad 


been  revived  so  that  they  could  take  action 
without  incurring  any  personal  liability.  That 
ordinance  was  passed  some  weeks  ago  by  the  City 
Government,  and  yet  they  have  taken  no  action. 
The  property  in  that  vicinity  consists  of  building 
materials,  lumber  yards  aud  extra  hazardous 
risks.  And  if  you  will  notice,  you  will  remember 
that  the  planing  mills  and  lumber  yards  are  going 
up  almost  nightly  in  flames.  The  people  are  de- 
sirous that  this  material  should  be  removed. 
I  hold  in  my  hands  a  letter  from 
parties  occupying  an  adjoining  wharf  in 
which  they  ask  that  some  action  shall 
be  taken.  They  say  the  insurance  companies 
threaten  to  cancel  their  policies  on  account  of 
the  risk  of  this  material,  which  is  of  no  value 
whatever.  In  my  opinion,  the  commissioners 
ought  in  the  first  place  to  have  taken  the  respon- 
sibility of  removing  this  property.  Even  if  they 
had  incurred  personal  liability,  it  could  not  have 
been  much  where  no  value  "attaches.  At  that 
time  the  harbor  was  covered  with  ice,  and  they 
could  have  been  placed  on  the  ice  and  burned, 
and  easily  gotten  rid  ot,  and  nobody  would  have 
interfered.it  seems  tome  they  have  shown  a  great 
lack  of  enterprise,  and  that  the  board  has  outgrown 
its  usefulness.  They  require  ordinances  to  be 
passed,  ana  then  after  they  are  passed  they  delay 
week  at cer  week  in  an  emergency  of  this  kind  I 
think  it  is  time  something  should  be  done.  I  believe 
the  Fire  Commissioners  are  a  failure.  I  believe 
that  one  man,  tne  Chief  Engineer  or  some  other 
responsible  bead,  would  look  after  this,  and  that 
where  responsibility  is  divided  between  three  or 
four,  as  in  this  case,  nobody  wishes  to  take  the 
initiative.  I  move  that  the  order  take  its  second 
reading  at  this  time. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  did  not  understand  the  or- 
der as  it  was  read,  and  I  would  like  to  know, 
further,  where  these  baskets  came  from— from 
what  refinery —and  where  they  are  now  stored. 

The  Chairman  read  the  order. 

Alderman  Hersey— In  answer  to  the  gentle- 
man's question,  I  will  say  the  baskets  came  origi- 
nally from  the  Standard  Sugar  Refinery.  They 
were  delivered  to  Mr.  Page,  who  carried  on  the 
planing  business,  without  expense  to  him.  They 
were  considered  of  no  value,  and  were  carted  to 
him  without  expense.  After  the  burning  of 
his  mill  he  had,  of  course,  no  further  use  for  the 
baskets,  and  nobody  wished  lor  them.  The  ordi- 
nance gives  the  Fire  Commissioners  power,  after 
having  notified  the  parties  owning  or  occupying 
the  premises,  to  remove  them,  within  ten  days,  to 
remove  them  at  the  expense  of  the  owners.  That 
time  has  elapsed.  It  is  some  two  or  three  weeks, 
and,  after  repeated  promises  to  attend  to  this 
matter,  nothing  has  been  done. 

Alderman  Tucker— Do  I  understand  the  baskets 
are  not  the  property  of  the  Standard  Sugar  Re- 
finery now,  but  have  passed  out  of  their  hands  ? 

The  order  was  passed,    Sent  down. 

PROPOSED    ABOLITION  OF  THE     FIRE     COMMISSION 

Alderman  Curtis  offered  the  lollowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  office  ot  Fire  Commissioners 
be  and  hereby  is  from  the  passage  of  this  order 
abolished;  and  it  is  further  ordered,  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  order,  that  Chief  En- 
gineer Green  of  the  Fire  Department  take  charge 
of  said  department,  and  be  allowed  a  clerk,  said 
clerk  to  have  such  pay  as  is  now  paid  by  said 
commissioners,  and  that  all  salaries  of  the  Fire 
Department  remain  as  at  present  and  be  paid 
from  the  appropriation  for  said  department; 
that  said  Chief  Engineer  Green  be  allowed  to  ap- 
prove all  bills  under  the  direction  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Fire  Department,  until  otherwise  ordered. 

Read  once. 

TAlderman  Viles  in  the  chair.] 

PROPOSED  ABOLITION  OF  ALL  COMMISSIONS. 

Alderman  O'Brien— When  I  reflect  on  the  mat- 
ter, I  Mink  the  order  offered  by  the  Alderman 
ought  to  be  in  tUe  form  of  an  ordinance,  and 
therefore  ought  to  be  referred  to  some  commit- 
tee—the Committee  on  Ordinances,  for  instance, 
or  some  special  committee.  I  was  aware  that 
this  matter  was  coining  up  in  relation  to  the  Fire 
Commission;  and  I  think  it  is  about  time  that  all 
the  commissions  in  City  Hall  should  be  consid- 
ered and  looked  into.  1  do  not  believe  in  singling 
out  the  Fire  Commission,  because  I  believe  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  attend  as  faithfully 
to  their  work  as  any  board  we  have  now  connect- 
ed with  the  city.  I  would,  therefore,  offer  the 
following,  and,  If  you  will  allow  me,  I  will  read  it: 

Whereas,  The  Boards  of  Fire,  Water,  Health 
and  Police  Commissioners  have  been  In  existence 
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for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  develop  what, 
if  any,  good  results  have  followed  the  establish- 
ment of  said  boards,  it  is 

Ordered,  That  a  special  committee  of  three 
members  of  this  Board,  with  such  as  the  Com- 
mon Council  may  join,  be  appointed  to  consider 
and  report  (as  early  as  possible)  upon  the  follow- 
ing subjects: 

E'irst — The  expediency  of  carrying  on  depart- 
ments of  the  City  Government  by  means  of  com- 
missions. 

Second— Whether  it  would  not  insure  greater 
efficiency  in  the  public  service  if  each  depart- 
ment should  be  placed  in  charge  of  one  active, 
intelligent  commissioner,  instead  of  being 
governed  by  a  board  of  three  commissioners,  as 
at  present. 

Third— To  consider  whether,  if  it  should  be 
deemed  necessary  to  continue  the  present  system, 
the  method  of  their  selection  should  not  be  made 
uniform,  by  providing  that  the  commissioners 
shall  be  elected  by  and  held  directly  responsible 
to  the  people,  instead  of  a  parr  beiDg  appointed 
bv  the  Mayor  and  confirmed  by  the  City  Council, 
and  others  being  elected  by  the  people,  as  at 
present. 

Fourth — To  consider  whether,  if  commissions 
are  continued,  responsible  citizens  who  would 
serve  without  pay  would  not  make  more  efficient 
commissioners  than  persons  who  would  seek  the 
positions  merely  for  the  salaries. 

Fifth — To  consider  what  alterations  are  neces- 
sary in  the  statutes  and  archives  to  regulate  the 
several  departments,  in  case  commissions  are 
continued. 

I  would  offer  this  as  a  substitute  for  the  order 
offered  by  Alderman  Curtis,  and  ask  that  it  go 
over  to  the  next  meeting  under  the  rule. 

The  order  was  read  once. 

[Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  ch.iir.] 
LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck,  for  the  Committee  on  Licenses, 
reported  the  following: 

In  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of  James  M. 
F.  Howard,  that  Mary  H.  Howard  and  ten  other 
children  under  the  age  of  fifteen  be  allowed  to 
take  part  in  a  concert  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  May  1,  1881. 

In  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of  Isaac  Rich 
for  leave  to  give  entertainments  at  Oakland  Gar- 
den this  season. 

In  favor  of  granting  minors'  applications  to 
one  bootblack  and  six  newsboys. 

Severally  accepted. 

ORDER   TO    PAY. 

Alderman  Breck,  for  the  Committee  on  Lamps, 
submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  Thar,  the  Cir.y  Treasurer  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  pay  to  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  For- 
rest $33  21,  being  the  amount  due  for  services 
rendered  by  Marcus  M.  Forrest  in  the  Lamp  De- 
partment. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

FEES  FOR  EXAMINATIONS  IN  INSANF.  CASES. 

Alderman  Tucker,  for  the  Committee  on  County 
Accounts,  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  County  Accounts,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Peter  S.  Wheelock, 
to  be  allowed  Sees  for  examinations  in  insane 
cases,  having  considered  the  subject,  respect- 
fully recommend  that  the  petitioner  have  leave 
to  withdraw. 

Accepted. 

CLERK  HIRE  IN  THE  COURTS. 

Alderman  Tucker,  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  County  Accounts,  presented  requisitions  for 
clerk  hire  in  the  courts  for  the  month  of  April,  as 
follows: 

Superior  Court 3251.07 

Supreme  Judicial  Court 1.35 

Superior  Criminal  Court 208.33 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

THE  ORATOR  FOR  INDEPENDENCE  DAY. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed to  select  a  suitable  person  to  deliver  an  ora- 
tion before  the  City  Government  and  citizens  of 
Boston  on  the  one  hundrtd  and  fifth  anniversary 
of  American  independence. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

VENTILATION    OF    THE     ALDERMANIC    CHAMBER. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Public  BuildiDgs,  to  whom 
was   referred  the  accompanying  order  "to  con- 


sider the  expediency  and  report  the  cost  of  pro- 
viding some  mode  of  ventilation  for  the  Alder- 
men's room,  City  Hail,"  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  given  the  subject  their  consideration, 
and  find,  upon  consultation  with  the  City  Archi- 
tect, that  the  same  principle  as  that  em- 
ployed in  the  Council  Chamber  can  be 
made  available  for  the  ventilation  of  the 
Aldermen's  loom.  The  City  Architect's  esti- 
mate for  the  performance  of  this  work  is  three 
thousand  dollars,  for  which,  if  the  measure  is 
adopted,  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  provide,  there  being  no  item  in  the 
appropriation  for  public  buildings  covering  such 
an  expenditure.  The  system  proposed  is  known 
as  the  '"Mihan"  system  of  ventilation,  and  was 
applied  in  the  Cnuncil  Chamber  in  the  year  1877. 
Of  its  expediency  and  necessiiy  they  are  of  the 
opinion  it  is  one  upon  which  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men should  particularly  decide.  The  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  being  a  joint  committee, 
they  hesitate  upon  passing  upon  the  expediency 
of  a  measure  affecting  one  branch  of  the  City 
Council.  At  the  same  time  they  have  no  doubt 
that,  should  the  Board  of  Aldermen  see  tit  to  pass 
favorably  upon  this  measure,  which  so  immedi- 
ately tends  to  their  personal  comfort,  it  will  meet 
with  no  opposition  from  the  other  branch. 
For  the  Committee. 

William  Woolley,  Chairman. 

Accepted. 

temporary  buildings. 

Alderman  Woolley,  for  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  sell  by 
public  auction  or  otherwise,  as  they  may  deem  ex- 
pedient, the  temporary  building  situated  on  the 
English  High  and  Latin  Schoolhouse  lot,  corner 
of  Dartmouth  street  and  Warren  avenue.  The 
building  to  be  removed  immediately  and  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  to  be  paid  the  City  Collector. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  would  say  in  explanation 
of  that  order  that  this  is  a  temporary  building, 
built  upon  the  land  there  for  the  use  of  the  archi- 
tect and  engineers  during  the  building  of  the 
schoolhouse.    There  is  now  no  more  use  for  It. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

Alderman  Woolley  then  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
requested  to  amendlthe.ordinance  relative  to  pub- 
lic buildings  in  order  to  provide  for  the  disposal 
of  such  temporary  buildings  as  may  hereafter  be 
erected  by  the  city.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

USE  OF  FANEUIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  and  County  Build- 
ings: 

Report,  that  leave  be  granted  ou  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  use  said  hall  as  follows:  By  Ancient  and 
Honorable  Artillery  Company,  on  June  6  next; 
and  to  Benjamin  B.  Newell  et  ah,  on  May  12,  tor  a 
public  meeting. 

Severally  accepted. 

PERMITS   FOR  STAELES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions  for  leave  to  occupy  wooden  stables  as 
follows: 

Henry  Tagin,  new  wooden  stable,  for  five 
horses,  on  K  street,  No.  16,  Ward  14. 

F.  Lj.  Higginson,new  brick  stable  for  six  horses, 
on  Newbury  street,  near  West  Chester  Park, 
Ward  11. 

H.  L.  Higginson,  new  brick  stable,  for  six 
horses,  on  Newbury  street,  near  West  Chester 
Park,  Ward  11. 

Bridget  Darrigan,  old  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse  and  one  cow  on  Fuller  street,  Ward  24. 

Charles  E.  Willard,  new  wooden  stable  for 
seven  horses,  North  Harvard  street,  Ward  25. 

Samuel  B.  Peirce,  two  new  wooden  stables  for 
four  horses,  on  Leonard  street,  Nos.  26  and  28, 
Ward  24. 

J.  K.  Burlingame,  new  wooden  stable  for  one 
horse,  on  Milton  avenue  and  Maxwell  street, 
Ward  24. 

George  P.  King,  new  brick  stable  for  six 
horses,  on  Newbury  street,  near  West  Chester 
Park,  Ward  11. 

C.  Fairchild,  new  brick  stable  for  six  horses, 
ou  Newbury  street,  near  West  Chester  Park, 
Ward  11. 
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D.  B.  Gray,  old  wooden  stable  for  three  horses, 
on  Eighth  street,  No.  271,  Ward  15. 
Severally  accepted. 

BRACKET   FOB  AN  ELECTRIC  LIGHT. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings: 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  following  peti- 
tion on  the  usual  conditions:  Of  John  E.Miller, 
for  leave  to  project  a  bracket  from  143  to  147 
Court  street,  from  which  to  suspend  an  electric 
light. 

Accepted. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Market: 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  following  peti- 
tion upon  the  usual  conditions: 

Of  Mary  E.  Melvin,  executrix,  to  transfer  lease 
of  stall  No.  16,  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  to  Alfred 
Dunbar. 

Accepted. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Slade,  for  the  Committee  on  Armo- 
ries, submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  not  exceeding  .$100  in  re- 
pairing the  headquarters  of  the  First  Battalion 
of  Cavalry,  M.  V.  M.;  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Armories. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  not  exceeding  $600  in  fur- 
nishing the  armory  of  Company  L,  First  Regi- 
ment, M.  V.  M. ;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Armories. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  not  exceeding  $200  in  re- 
pairing the  armory  of  ConiDany  C,  Ninth  Regi- 
rnent,  M.  V.  M.;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Armories. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be 
authorized  to  expend  not  exceeding  $100  in  re- 
pairing and  furnishing  the  armory  of  Company 
A,  Ninth  Regiment,  M.V.  M.;  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Armories. 

Severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

HIGHLAND   ST1I1CET  RAILWAY  LOCATION. 
Alderman   Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  petition  of  the  Highland  Street  Rail- 
way Company  for  a  location  of  tracks  on  Canal 
street,  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order  of  location. 
Fur  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 
Oidered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  Highland  Street  Railway 
Company  to  lav  down  tracks  in  several  of  the 
streets  of  the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall 
have  the  right  to  lay  down  a  double  track  in 
Canal  streer,  from  Hayniarket  square  to  Travers 
street,  and  a  single  track  in  said  Canal  street 
from  Travers  street  to  Causeway  street;  the 
tracks  located  in  this  order  being  shown  by  red 
lines  on  plans  drawn  by  Arthur  Hodges,  civil  en- 
gineer, dated  March  24, 1881,  and  deposited  in  ihe 
office  of  the  Superintendent  of  St  reets. 

This  location  is  granted  upon  condition  that 
the  whole  work  of  laying  down  said  tracks,  the 
form  of  rail  and  the  kind  and  quality  of  material 
used  in  paving  said  tracks  shall  be  under  the  di- 
rection and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and 
6hall  be  approved  by  them;  also  upon  condition 
that  said  Highland  Street  Railway  ConiDany  i-hall 
accept  this  location  and  shall  agree  in  writine  to 
comply  with  the  conditions  therein  contained, 
and  shall  file  such  acceptance  and  agreement 
with  the  City  Clerk  within  thirty  days  of  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act.  Otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and 
void. 

Report  accepted  and  order  read  twice  and 
passed. 

Alderman  Tucker  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  i  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 

BTBEETB  TO  BE  SPRINKLE!/. 
A\i-rman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  sprinkle  Cambridge  street,  Brighton, 
from  Beacon  Park  to  Washington  street,  Wash- 
ington street  from  Cambridge  street  to  Lake 
street,  and  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  from  Washing- 
ton street  to  Winsbip  street;  the  cost  thereof ,  not 


exceeding  $215  per  moDth,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Paving. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  te 
authorized  in  conjunction  with  the  abutters  to 
sprinkle  the  following  streets  during  the  present 
season,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  road 
ways  of  the  same,  viz.:  Boston  street,  from  Mt. 
Vernon  street  to  Stoughton  street;  Cottage  street, 
from  Boston  street  to  the  railrjad  bridge;  and 
Humph.-eys  street,  from  Cottage  street  to  Dud- 
ley street,  at  an  expense  to  the  city  not  exceed- 
ing the  sum  of  $350;  First  street,  between  B  and 
E  streets,  at  an  expense  to  the  city  not  exceeding 
$150;  Washington  street,  from  Cliff  street  to  Ce- 
dar street,  at  an  expense  to  the  city  of  $150;  and 
Albany  street,  from  Hampden  street  to  Eustis 
street,  at  an  expense  of  $100. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports— That  licence  be  granted  to  R.  W.  Gor- 
don, for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in 
Charlesiown. 

That  license  be  granted  to  P.  J.  Calnan,  for 
leave  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  Charles- 
town. 

That  license  be  granted  to  William  H.  Quigley, 
for  leave  to  sprinkle  certain  streets  in  Charles- 
town. 

Severally  accepted. 

PERMITS  TO  MOVE  WOODEN  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports,  that  permission  be  granted  to  move 
wooden  buildings  as  follows: 

To  Wiliain  R.Cavaiagb,  to  move  a  wooden  build- 
ing from  562  East  Seventh  street  to  O  street,  near 
Pstieet,  Ward  14. 

To  William  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden 
building  from  439  Albany  street  to  412  Albany 
street,  Ward  17. 

Severally  accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Ordeis,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Back  street,  from  Walk  Hill 
street  to  Ashland  street;  estimated  cost  $3000. 

That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  directed 
to  grade  Rockview,  Hazel  and  Enfield  s-treets,  as 
laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
from  Spring  Park  avenue  to  Gieen  street,  Jamai- 
ca Plain;  estimated  cost,  $10,000. 

That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  directed 
to  grade  and  gravel  Blakemore  street,  as  laid  out 
by  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  from  Hyde 
Park  avenue  to  Brown  avenue;  estimated  cost, 
$8600. 

That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  directed 
to  build  a  plank  walk  on  Mt.  Hope  street,  trom 
Hyde  Park  avenue  to  Berry  street.  Estimated 
cost  $400. 

That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  directed 
to  build  a  plank  walk  on  one  side  of  Hyde  Park 
avenue,  from  Walk  Hill  street  to  Mt.  Hope  street. 
Estimated  cost  $1200. 

That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  directed 
to  pave  the  sidewalks  with  brick  in  front  of  es- 
tates on  the  northerly  side  of  Greenough  avenue; 
in  front  of  estates  on  the  northerly  side  of  Rug- 
gles  streer,  from  Washington  street  to  Parker 
street;  in  front  of  estates  of  Nellie  A.  Batchelder, 
72  Dennis  street;  John  R.  Daley,  236  West  Third 
street;  Peter  McBreen,  Paul  Street;  William  Tyuer, 
848  East  Fifth  street;  William  S.  Rand,  286  and  288 
Commonwealth  avenue. 

That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  directed 
to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones  in  front  of 
estates  of  John  H.  Sumner  and  George  L.  Burt, 
on  Blue  Hill  avenue,  River  and  Norfolk  streets. 

Orders  severally  read  twice  and  passed. 

Reports  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be 
granted  as  lollows: 

Of  John  Reardon  &  Sons  et  al.,  for  a  flagging 
crosswalk  across  Commercial  street  at  South 
Market  streer. 

Of  Gass,  Doe  &  Co.  et  al.,  for  an  additional 
crosswalk  on  Commercial  street  at  South  Market 
street. 

Severally  accepted. 

TELEGRAPH    POLES. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Gold  and  Stock  Telegraph  company  to  erect  thirty- 
nine  poles  on  Brighton  avenue,  between  Essex 
street  and  Harvard  avenue,  and  seven  poles  on 
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Harvard  avenue,  between  Brighton  avenue  and 
Cambridge  street,  all  in  the  Brighton  District; 
said  poles  to  be  placed  on  said  avenues  in  the 
positions  designated  by  red  dots  on  plans  drawn 
by  Crafts  &  Forbes,  civil  engineers,  dated  Feb. 
15,  1881,  and  deposited  in  the  ofBce  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets. 

This  permit  is  granted  upon  condition  that  said 
Gold  and  Stock  Telegraph  Company  shall  first 
give  to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing  saving- 
harmless  said  city  against  any  and  all  claims  for 
damages,  costs  or  expenses  for  or  on  account  of, 
or  in  any  way  growing  out  of,  the  erecting  or 
maintaining  of  said  poles  on  said  avenues;  also 
upon  condition  that  said  poles  shall  be  kept  well 
painted  and  in  good  condition,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  that  the 
wires  shall  be  placed  on  said  poles  nut  less  than 
twenty-five  feet  from  the  ground;  also  upon  con- 
dition that  said  company  shall  allow  the  Fire, 
Police  and  Paving  departments  of  the  city  of 
Boston  the  exclusive  use  of  the  top  crossbar  of 
the  upper  portion  of  each  pole  for  the  purpose  of 
placing  wires  thereon;  and,  if  required  by  said 
departments,  shall  remove  such  poles  as  may  be 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  said  departments  on 
the  above-desciibed  avenues  and  place  wires  for 
said  departments  on  the  poles  of  said  company 
without  expense  to  the  city  of  Boston;  also  upon 
condition  that  said  company  shall  agree  not  to 
remove  the  poles  located  by  this  order  without 
permission  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  shall 
agree  to  remove  said  poles  when  so  directed  by 
said  Board. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

BLAKEMORE-STREET      BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Bridges: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
authorized,  under  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  to  contract  for  the  building  of  a  highway 
bridge  with  stone  abutments  over  the  tracks  of 
the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad,  on  Blakemore 
street,  Mt.  Hope  Station,  West  Roxbury,  said 
bridge  and  abutments  to  be  built  according  to 
plans  and  specifications  drawn  by  the  City  En- 
gineer; the  cost  thereor,  estimated  at  $25,000,  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  that  purpose. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  the  following: 

The  joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Lauds 
respectfully  report  upon  the  accompanying  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  W.  Carter,  asking  that  the  lost 
lease  of  the  city  property  wharf  730  Albany 
street,  may  be  cancelled  and  a  new  one  issued  to 
him  [for  an  extended  term  and  at  a  reduced  rate], 
that  it  is  in  their  opinion  inexpedient  to  cancel 
said  lease,  which  ends  Jan.  1  next,  at  the  present 
time,  but  that  it  is  proper  that  the  same  reduc- 
tion from  the  rent  of  the  estate  which  has  been 
annually  granted  the  petitioner  for  some  years 
past  be  allowed  this  year  again,  as  set  forth  in  the 
following  order. 

For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Collector  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  receive  for  the  year  1881 
upon  the  lease  given  Thomas  W.  Carter  Jan.  1, 
1874,  for  the  term  of  eight  years  at  an  annual 
rental  of  $3250  for  the  city's  wharf  property  des- 
ignated as  730  Albany  street,  the  sum  of  $2000, 
payable  in  monthly  instalments  of  $166.66%  each, 
upon  condition  that  said  Carter  shall  pay  to  the 
City  Collector  within  ten  days  from  the  first  of 
May  current  the  sum  of  $666.66,  and  shall  execute 
an  agreement  with  the  city  satisfactory  to  the 
City  Solicitor  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  this 
change  in  the  terms  of  said  lease. 

Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 


PERMITS     FOR     STEAM     ENGINES. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions, on  petitions  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
steam  engines,  as  follows: 

To  Joshua  L.  Newey  at  9  and  11  Hampden 
street;  to  the  Star  Newspaper  Company  in  the 
rear  of  7  Williams  court;  toMartinus  H.Thomp- 
son at  802  East  Fifth  street. 

Also  permit  to  Mowry  &  Parker,  to  erect  and 
use  four  furnaces  for  melting  metals  at  786  Wash- 
ington street. 

Severally  accepted. 

AUDITOR'S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  annual  report  of  the  Auditor 
of  Accouuts  for  the  financial  year  1880-81  be  sub- 
mitted in  print,,  and  that  5500  copies  thereof  be 
printed  for  distribution  at  the  office  of  the  Au- 
ditor of  Accounts,  City  Half,  and  the  several  po- 
lice station  houses,  and  that  public  advertise- 
ment be  made  of  the  fact  in  the  newspapers  that 
said  reports  have  been  so  placed  tor  distribution, 
where  citizens  may  obtain  them  upon  applica- 
tion. 
Read  twice  and  passed.    Sent  down. 

DUTIES  OF  CITY  MESSENGER. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Breck,  the  Board  took 
from  the  table  the  amended  ordinance  to  amend 
the  ordinance  establishing  the  office  of  Messenger 
to  the  City  Council. 

Alderman  Breck  then  moved,  in  section  2,  to 
make  the  following  alterations: 

In  line  3  strike  out  "care"  and  insert  "general 
custody." 

In  line  4  strike  out  "and  offices  therein"  and 
insert  "building." 

At  the  end  of  line  4  add  "and  except  any  repairs 
or  alterations  therein." 

So  that  it  will  read  as  follows: 

"Sec.  2.  The  fourth  section  of  said  ordinance 
is  hereby  repealed;  and  the  following  enacted  in 
place  thereof:  'Sec.  4.  The  city  Messenger 
shall  have  the  general  custody  of  City  Hall  build- 
ing, except  as  hereinafter  specified,  and  except 
any  repairs  or  alterations  therein;  and  may  ap- 
point all  necessary  subordinates  to  ena- 
ble him  uo  discharge  such  duty,  provided 
that  he  does  not  exceed  the  amount  specified  in 
the  annual  appropriation.  Such  subordinates 
may  be  discharged  or  suspended  by  the  City  Mes- 
senger or  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
and  in  all  other  matters  specified  in  this  section, 
the  City  Messenger  shall  be  subject  to 
the  control  of  said  committee.  The  Super- 
intendent shall  appoint,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  said  committee,  all  necessary  engineers, watch- 
men and  persons  employed  on  "the  elevator.  The 
City  Messenger  shall  have  the  direction  of  any 
detail  of  police  specially  assigned  to  protect  the 
City  Hall  or  to  preserve  order  in  anv  part  there- 
of.' " 

The  ordinance  with  the  proposed  amendments 
was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  assigned  for  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

EACON-HILL    RESERVOIR. 

Alderman  Woolley  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  report  aud  order  relative  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  stone  in  Beacon  Hill  reservoir,  and 
for  the  preparation  of  plans  for  the  erection  of  a 
Court  House  on  that  site  (City  Doc.  58). 

Alderman  Slade — I  hope  the  Alderman  will  let 
that  remain  on  the  table  for  another  week.  1 
really  have  not  had  time  to  look  into  it  as  I 
want  to. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  withdraw  the  motion. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  Board  ad- 
ioiirned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MAY   5,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Andrew 
J.  Bailey,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OP  ALDERMEN. 

Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 

Notice  of  the  organization  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  Mt.  Home  Cemetery  hy  choice  of  Charles 
V.  Whitten  president.    Placed  on  file. 

Notice  of  the  organization  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions  hy  the  choice  of 
A^iert  T.  Whiting  president,  and  William  H. 
Hodgkins  clerk.    Placed  on  tile.; 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Parks, 
with  directions  to  hear  the  parties,  of  the  peti- 
tion of  the  City  Point  Improvement  Society  for  a 
Marine  Park  at  City  Point,  and  of  the  petition  of 
E.  L.  Tead  and  others  in  favor  of  the  same.  Con- 
curred. 

Report  in  favor  of  the  application  to  the  Alder- 
men's room  of  the  "Mihan"  system  of  ventila- 
tion, but  stating  that  the  cost  of  the  same  must 
be  provided  by  vote  of  both  branches  of  the  City 
Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore— As  one  of  the  committee  who 
signed  this  report,  I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that 
I  do  not  indorse  the  system  of  ventilation  in  this 
room.  I  always  considered  it  imperfect,  and  wish 
that  the  Aldermen,  in  ventilating  their  room, 
would  perfect  the  system  in  use  in  ours. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  printing,  distribution,  etc.,  of 
the  Auditor's  annual  report.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  select  an  orator 
for  the  Fourth  of  July.  Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  to  Mrs.  S.  A.  Forrest,  $33.21  for 
services  rendered  in  the  Lamp  Department  by 
Marcus  W.  Forrest.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  an  amendment  to  be  reported  to  the 
ordinance  on  public  buildings  that  will  provide 
for  the  disposal  of  tempo  ary  buildings  that  may 
hereafter  be  erected  by  the  city.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  for  the  removal  or  destruction  of  the 
empty  sugar  baskets  on  the  estate  on  First 
street,  between  E  and  F  streets,  the  same  being 
of  an  inflammable  nature  and  dangerous  to  prop- 
erty. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  move  that  the  or- 
der be  laid  upon  the  table.  I  have  been  assured 
within  a  day  or  two,  hy  one  of  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners, tnat  it  is  unnecessary.  The  delay  com- 
plained of  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  was  not  the 
fault  of  the  Fire  Commissioners,  because,  as  the 
Council  will  remember,  we  found  about  a  month 
aeo  that  the  ordinance  had  been  repealed  some 
two  years  ago,  and  as  quickly  as  possible  we 
passed  a  new  ordinance  giving  this  power  to 
the  Fire  Commissioners,  of  entry  and  search 
of  places  where  inflammable  materials  were 
kept.  Until  that  ordinance  was  passed  they 
had  no  authority  whatever.  Since  it  was 
passed  they  applied  to  the  owner  of  that 
land,  but  it  had  just  been  sold,  and  upon  hunt- 
ing up  the  purchaser  they  persuaded  him  to  rem- 
edy the  evil  as  quickly  as  possible.  That  was 
only  last  week,  and  the  materials  have  been  re- 
moved and  burned  with  all  possible  rapidity.  It 
we  should  do  anything  now  it  might  cause  an  in- 
justice to  all  parties.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
remove  the  material  at  any  reasonable  cost.  The 
commissioner  desired  me  to  state  that  the  place 
where  the  baskets  are  stored  is  no  more  danger- 
ous than  the  adjacent  woodpile.  The  baskets  are 
burned  as  quickly  as  possible,  the  wood  being 
given  away  as  last  as  the  children  will  take  it.  I 
reel  satisfied  that  the  Fire  Commissioners  are  do- 
ing all  they  can,  and  therefore  move  that  the 
matter  be  laid  on  the  table,  so  that  in  case  we 
find  that  we  have  been  misinformed  we  can  take 
it  up  at  any  time  and  act  upon  it. 

The  order  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Order  to  receive  $2000,  payable  In  monthly  in- 
stalments, on  the  lease  of  Thomas  W.  Carter  for 
wharf  property,  730  Albany  street,  on  the  terms 
and  conditions  set  forth  in  said  order.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  to  dispose  of  the  temporary  building  on 


the  High  and  Latin  Schoolhouse  lot.    Passed   in 
concurrence. 

Fourth  of  July. 

Amendment  to  the  order  for  the  celebration  of 
the  Fourth  of  July  so  as  to  provide  that  the  ex- 
pense shall  not  exceed  $10,000. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14:— I  hope  that  amend- 
ment will  not  be  adopted.  As  a  member  of  the 
committee  for  the  last  three  years,  I  may  say 
that  $10,000  will  not  be  sufficient  to  celebrate  the 
Fourth  of  July  as  it  ought  to  be  done.  I  move 
that  the  Council  non-concur  in  the  amendment, 
and  adhere  to  its  former  vote. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  certainly  hope  that 
we  shall  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I 
intended  one  week  ago  to  move  to  amend  the 
order  in  the  way  it  was  done  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  but  another  member  of  the  Council 
said  he  intended  to  do  the  same  thing,  and  1  did. 
not  offer  to  do  so.  The  sum  we  have  appropri- 
ated for  some  years  past  is  810,000.  I  think  it  is 
amply  sufficient,  and  that  our  celebrations  have 
been  creditable.  I  hope  we  shall  concur  with  the 
Board. 

Mr.  Doberty  of  Ward  7—1  hope  this  amendment 
will  not  prevail.  If  I  remember  aright,  last  year 
$10,000  were  appropriated.  Afterwards  they  had 
to  come  to  the  City  Council  for  more  money.  I 
think  that  $15,000  will  not  be  too  much  if  they 
waut  to  make  a  celebration  commensurate  with 
the  size  and  importance  of  the  city  oi  Boston; 
and  after  the  appropriation  is  made  I  don't  want 
them  coining  to  the  City  Government  asking  for 
more  money.  I  think  they  ought  to  have  enough 
in  the  first  place,  and  if  any  is' left  I  don't  believe 
they  will  steal  it,  but  they  will  turn  it  into  the 
city  treasury.  I  hope  this  amendment  will  not 
pass,  and  that  we  shall  adhere  to  our  former  vote. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  notice  that  we 
have  a  good  deal  of  business  before  us  this  even- 
ing. There  are  some  elections  to  come  up,  and 
members  are  perhaps  more  intent  upon  them 
than  upon  this  matter.  We  have  plenty  of  time 
between  now  and  the  Fourth  of  July,  and  I  move 
that  this  order  be  especially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  8.30  o'clock. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost. 

Mr.  Wheeler — I  was  in  hopes  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  would  prevail.  I  simply 
wish  to  add  that  last  year  the  additional  appro- 
priation asked  for  was  very  small— only  a  few 
hundred  dollars— for  the  purpose  of  some  addi- 
tional celebration  over  in  East  Boston,  which,  as 
gentlemen  will  remember,  proved  to  be  a  failure. 
Therefore,  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  in- 
crease the  amount  for  the  purpose  suggested  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  7. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25—1  should  like  to  in- 
quire of  the  gentlemen  from  East  Boston  whether 
they  propose  to  have  the  same  kind  of  a  celebra- 
tion in  East  Boston   this  year  that  they  did  last. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1 — I  would  state  from  my 
best  information  and  knowledge,  that  they  in- 
tend to  have  a  similar  celebration  this  year,  and 
it  there  is  not  sufficient  in  the  subscription  fond, 
I  have  no  doubt  they  will  come  to  ask  the  indul- 
gence of  the  city  committee.  This  year,  I  be- 
lieve, they  propose  to  have  the  greatest  show  on 
earth,  and  I  think  there  is  no  one  here  who  will 
resist  the  allurements  of  such  a  scene.  I  feel 
that  whatever  sum  is  appropriated  here 
all  the  members  of  the  City  Council  should 
be  satisfied  with.  Although  the  East  Boston 
matter  went  through  swimmingly  last  year, 
I  believe  it  is  a  very  poor  way  of  managing 
things  to  grant  an  extra  appropriation  after  one 
has  been  made  for  a  specific  purpose.  Whatever 
sum  is  granted,  I  hope  it  will  be  final. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25—1  would  state  that  the 
show  advertised  last  year  was  advertised  as  the 
"greatest  show  on  earth,"  and  I  got  up  at  three 
o  clock  in  the  morning  and  came  over  to  see  it.  1 
found  it  the  smallest  show  I  ever  saw. 

Mr.  Lovell— I  have  noticed  that  since  then  the 
gentleman's  moral  character  has  been  greatly 
improved. 

The  Council  voted  to  non-concur  and  adhere— 
29  for,  26  against. 

Mr.  Lauten  moved  a  reconsideration,  honing  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

Invitation  of  Post  92,  G.  A.  R.,  to  attend  memo- 
rial services  at  Brighton,  June  5, 1881. 

COMMISSIONER  ON  THE  SINKING  FUNDS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  called  up  the  special 
assignment  for  8  P.  M.,  viz. — 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  Newton  Talbot  as 
Commissioner  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 


MAY 


1881. 
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Mr.  Whitmore— It  will  be  remembered  that  at 
the  last  meeting  I  moved  to  lay  tbis  nomination 
on  the  table,  because  the  Judiciary  Committee 
had  already  been  instructed  to  obtain  the  opinion 
of  the  City  Solicitor  in  regard  to  the  legality  ot 
the  present  Board  of  Commissioners  on  the  Sink- 
ing Funds.  The  committee  have  attended  to  that 
duty,  and  sent  to  the  City  Solicitor  certain 
interrogatories  which  were  framed  by  them. 
I  received  his  reply  since  I  came  to  the  hall  this 
evening  after  seven  o'clock.  I  have  been 
unable  to  obtain  a  meeting  of  tbe  committee, 
but  have  had  a  conference  with  three  or  four  of 
them,  and  I  desire  to  submit  the  interrogatories 
and  report  and  have  them  printed  in  the  proceed- 
ings. At  the  same  time  I  desire  to  state  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  on  the  Sinking  Funds  is  a  legally 
constituted  board. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  which  was  in- 
structed to  obtain  the  written  opinion  of  the  City 
Solicitor  in  regard  to  the  legality  of  tbe  present 
Board  of  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners,  have  at- 
tended to  that  duty,  and  now  report  the  accom- 
panying copy  of  the  correspondence. 
For  the  Committee, 

W.  H.  Whitmore. 
City  of  Boston, 
Office  of  the  Clerk  of  Committees,  ] 
City  Hall,  May  2,  1881. 

Hon.  John  P.  Healy :  Dear  Sir— The  Judiciary 
Committee  of  the  Common  Council  was  instruct- 
ed on  Thursday  last  to  oDtain  tbe  written  opinion 
of  the  City  Solicitor  as  to  the  legality  of  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Sinking  Fund  Commission- 
ers. 

Accordingly  the  following  statement  and  ques- 
tions are  submitted  to  you,  with  the  further  sug- 
gestion that,  as  the  nomination  of  a  new  member 
of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  is  now  pending  in 
the  Couimou  Council,  the  committee  would  be 
greatly  obliged  if  your  answers  should  be  maoe 
before  the  next  meeting  of  the  Couucil. 
Very  respectfully. 

William  H.  Whitmore, 

For  the  Committee. 

Statement  of  Fucts. 

1.  At  the  date  of  the  revised  ordinances  of 
1869,  no  sue n  office  as  commissioner  of  a  sinking 
fund  existed  here.  Page  217  of  that  volume  shows 
that  the  Mayor  and  tbe  presiding  officers  ot  the 
two  branches  of  the  City  Council  were  "a  com- 
mittee on  tbe  reduction  of  the  city  debt,''  exer- 
cising nowers  similar  to  such  commissioners. 

2.  The  ordinance  of  Dec.  24, 1870,  created  "the 
Board  of  Commissioners  on  the  Sinking  Funds," 
consisting  of  the  Mayor,  Treasurer,  Auditor, 
chairman  of  Joint  Committee  on  Accounts  and 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  on 
the  part  of  the  Common  Council,  to  which  five 
members,  ex  ojjficiist  were  added  two  citizens, 
chosen  one  each  year,  and  holding  office  for  two 
years.  Tbis  oruiuance  is  still  unrepealed,  but 
was  amended  Dec.  23, 1876  (City  Document  No.  98, 
1876),  by  striking  out  "the  City  Treasurer."  It 
does  not  appear  that  the  City  Council  was  em- 
powered by  any  special  act  to  create  this  office. 

3.  By  chapter  209  of  the  acts  of  1875,  "to  regu- 
late and  limit  municipal  indebtedness,"  it  was 
provided  in  section  5,  that  towns  and  cities  es- 
tablishing a  sinking  fund  under  the  act  should 
establish  commissioners,  either  three  or  six,  to 
hold  office  for  three  years,  etc.  It  adds,  "But  the 
foregoing  provisions  as  to  the  mode  or  electing 
commissioners  and  filling  vacancies  shall  not  ap- 
ply to  boards  of  sinking  fund  commissioners  al- 
ready established." 

4.  Boston,  acting  on  the  presumption  that  it 
was  exempt  under  this  last  claust- ,  has  continued  to 
elect  its  member  every  year,  and  tbe  official  mem- 
bers have  duly  served. 

The  questions  which  we  desire  to  submit  to  you 
at  the  present  time,  therefore,  are  these: 

First — Did  the  City  Council,  iu  or  before  1875, 
have  power  Co  pass  an  ordinance  creating  custo- 
dians of  the  city  property  held  fur  the  payment 
of  city  debts,  to  hold  office  lor  the  term  of  two 
years ? 

Second— Could  the  City  Council  in  1870,  by  ordi- 
nance, designate  the  Mayor,  Auditor,  Treasurer 
and  two  members  of  the  City  Council,  as  ex  offlotte 
custodians  of  such  funds  in  future  years? 

'fluid— Was  the  Board  of  Sinking  Fund  Coin- 
in-  for  BoBton  in  1875  "already  established," 
so  as  to  come  within  toe  lastparagraph  of  section 
Bo]  chapter  209  Of  1875? 


Fourth— How  far  does  the  exception  extend? 
Does  it  mean  only  the  mode  of  selecting  and 
filling  vacancies,  as  prescribed  in  the  act,  viz.: 
"By  concurrent  vote  of  both  branches  of  the  City 
Council;"  or  does  it  extend  to  the  number  of 
commissioners  and  their  terms  of  office  ? 

Fifth— Even  if  the  existing  board  is  legally  in- 
vested with  the  charge  of  Siuking  Funds  for  the 
payment  of  debts  incurred  before  the  act  of  1875, 
can  such  board  assume  the  charge  of  funds  for 
the  payment  of  debts  incurred  since  said  act? 

Sixth— Would  it  be  lawful  for  the  City  Council 
now  to  establish  a  board  under  the  terms  of  the 
act  of  1875,  for  all  Sinking;  Funds  of  the  city  ? 

City  Solicitor's  Office,  ) 

2  Pemberton  Square,  } 

Boston,  May  5, 1881.     ) 

Sir— In  answer  to  the  interrogatories  proposed 
to  me  in  your  communication  of  the  2d  inst.,  I 
submit  the  following  opinion: 

To  the  first  and  second  interrogatories  I  reply 
that  the  Board  of  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners, 
as  now  constituted,  is  a  legally  constituted  Board. 
If  reasonable  doubt  could  have  existed  on  this 
question,  at  the  time  of  its  creation  by  the  ordi- 
nance of  Dec.  24, 1870,  the  statute— chapter  209  of 
tne  Acts  of  1875— removed  that  doubt  by  virtually 
ratifying  the  ordinance. 

To  the  third  interrogatory  I  answer  that  at  the 
time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature, 
—chapter  209  of  1875— the  Board  of  Sinking  Fund 
Commissioners  was  "already  established"  wilhin 
the  meaning  of  that  statute. 

To  the  fourth  interrogatory  my  reply  is,  that 
the  exception  extends  to  the  number  of  commis- 
sioners and  their  terms  of  office. 

To  the  fifth  interrogatory  I  answer  that  the 
commissioners  have  control  of  funds  for  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  contracted  since  the  enactment  of 
the  aforesaid  statute,  to  the  same  extent  as  they 
have  of  funds  for  the  payment  of  debts  contract- 
ed before  that  time. 

To  the  sixth  interrogatory  I  say  that  it  is  com- 
petent for  the  City  Council  to  establish  a  Board 
of  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  said  statute,  and 
abolish  the  present  board. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  Healy. 

William  H.  Whitmore,  Esq., 

Chairman  of  Judiciary  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  Council  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot  for  Commissioner  on  the  Sinking 
Funds.  Committee— Messrs.  Boyle  of  Ward  8, 
Brimbecom  of  Ward  18  and  McCormick  of 
Ward  6. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 62 

M  ecessa  ry  for  aehoice 32 

Newton  Talbot  had 55 

O.  A.  Galvin  had 2 

Blank 1 

Mr.  Talbot  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

DIRECTORS  FOR  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5  called  up  the  special  assign- 
ment for  7.45  o'clock,  viz.: 

Resolve  acunowledging  the  services  repdered 
to  the  city  by  Samuel  Little  and  Charles  J.  Pres- 
cott,  late  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions. 

Passed.    Sent  up. 

The  next  business  on  the  programme  was  ihe 
election  of  directors  to  fill  the  vacancies  occa- 
sioned by  the  above  resignations,  the  candidates 
ot  tbe  committee  being  Asa  H.  Caton  and  George 
B.  Faunce. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  moved  that  the 
Council  proceed  to  ballot  for  two  directors  to  fill 
tbe  vacancies. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9 — I  move  to  assign  the 
election  to  the  next  meeting  at  eight  o'clock,  for 
tbe  reason  that  the  committee  reported  only  two 
names  to  fill  the  vacancies,  and  we  have  the 
names  of  seven  or  eight  candidates  whom  we  do 
do  not  know,  and  there  are  ballots  with  their 
names  upon  them.  If  we  vote  tonight  I  think  we 
should  do  so  very  much  at  raudom. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick— We  have  already  adjourned 
thia  matter  for  a  week.  The  gentlemen  whose 
names  are  on  the  desks  are  well  known  to  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Council,  though  they  may  not  be 
known  individually  to  all  of  us.  The  more  can- 
uidates  there  are,  I  ihink,  the  better  will  be  the 
opportunity  to  select  better  officers. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman  from    Ward  9,  that  this  matter  should  go 
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over.  The  matter  we  put  over  at  the  last 
meeting  was  the  resolution  upon  the  resig- 
nations of  Messrs.  Little  and  Prescott.  We 
might  possibly  have  taken  into  considera- 
tion the  gentlemen  nominated  for  Directors 
for  Public  Institutions  to  fill  the  vacancies;  but, 
as  has  been  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
9,  here  are  seven  new  nrimes.  none  of  which  have 
been  spoken  of,  so  far  as  I  know,  until  tonight. 
Under  those  circumstances,  I  think  we  have  a 
right  to  ask  that  the  election  go  over  for 
one  week,  in  order  that  we  may  have  an 
opportunity  to  inquire  who  those  gentlemen 
are.  Almost  all  of  them  are  entirely  un- 
known to  me.  I  think  gentlemen  should  not  ob- 
ject to  the  election  going  over  for  a  week  from 
tonight,  under  such  circumstances. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— I  wish  to  relieve  the 
gentleman  of  ooe-seventh  of  his  uneasiness  by 
withdrawing  the  name  of  Mr.  E.  M.  McPherson, 
who  declines  to  be  a  candidate. 

Mr.  Whitmore— So  far  as  I  am  concerned  I  am 
indifferent  whether  the  matter  goes  over  one 
week  or  not.  But  I  must  say  that  the  reasons  for 
delay  are  rather  unusual,  in  view  of  the  practice 
of  this  Council  for  some  years  past.  I  under- 
stood a  gentleman  to  say  last  week  that  the  man- 
ner of  presenting  the  names  was  unusual.  There 
is  no  excuse  for  delay  on  account  of  the  nomina- 
tions by  the  committee,  both  of  ihe  gentlemen 
being  ex-Aldermen.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the 
best  nominatisns  are  those  made  by  the  commit- 
tee. As  for  the  reason  that  other  candi- 
dates are  presented,  the  gentleman  might 
as  well  contend  that  if  we  should  come  in  here 
with  half  a  dozen  new  names  at  the  next  meeting 
we  should  again  postpone  it  a  week  to  consider 
those  new  candidates.  The  fact  is,  if  the  major- 
ity don't  wish  to  vote  it  is  not  for  them  to  give 
any  reason.  It  is  for  them  to  decide  whether 
they  want  to  do  the  business  tonight  or  put  it  off 
for  a  week.  Whichever  way  tbey  decide,  I  hope 
the  Council  will  not  be  influenced  by  such  flimsy 
arguments  as  we  have  heard.  If  the  majority 
don't  want  to  vote  they  are  not  obliged  to  give 
any  reason. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  am  sorry  the  gen- 
tleman has  styled  the  arguments  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9  and  myself  as  flimsy.  I  do  not 
know  that  any  other  argument  could  be  advanced 
that  the  gentleman  would  not  consider  flimsy. 
We  wish  to  postpone  a  ballot  for  the  reason  that 
we  desire  to  elect  the  right  person.  As  there  are 
six  candidates  presented  tonisht  for  the  first 
time,  any  two  of  whom  may  be  tit  to  hold  the  po- 
sition of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  I 
think  the  fact  that  we  desire-to  inform  ouiselves 
in  order  to  select  the  two  best  men  is  the  strong- 
est argument  that  can  be  maae.  I  put  myself  upon 
this,  tonight,  that  I  wish  to  have  it  in  my  power 
to  find  out  who  of  these  candidates  is  best  fitted 
to  hold  the  position.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  say  that  that  argument  is 
flimsy. 

Mr.  Kosnosky  of  Ward  16— If  I  mistake  not  I 
hold  a  ticket  in  my  hand  headed  "Committee's 
Nominations."  Five  members  of  this  Council 
were  in  session  as  a  committee  and  made  those 
nominations,  and  yet  the  gentlemen  from  Wards 
9  and  11  say  they  don't  know  anybody  among  the 
candidates.  The  committee  were  in  session  ten 
days  ago  and  nominated  those  gentlemen,  brought 
in  their  report  last  Thursday  night,  and  it  was 
laid  over  until  this  evening.  Since  it  was  laid  on 
our  desk  the  additional  names  have  come  in,  and 
those  the  committee  have  nothing  to  do  with. 
The  committee  do  not  recommend  seven  gentle- 
men; but  they  recommend  two  ex-Aldermen, 
both  of  whom  held  the'  position  within  the  last 
three  or  four  years.  But  I  don't  see  why  it  should 
he  assigned  to  the  next  meeting.  If  the  gentle- 
man would  withdraw  his  motion,  I  should  bke  to 
make  a  motion  to  refer  it  back  to  the  special  com- 
mittee to  make  nominations  to  till  the   vacancies. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  would  suggest  with 
some  diffidence  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11 
another  reason  for  the  special  assignment,  which 
might  have,  perhaps,  some  force  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12,  an'1  that  is  that  this  matter 
may  be  postponed  until  after  he  has  obtained  the 
opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor  as  to  whether  the 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions  are  a  legally 
constituted  board  or  not. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick— There  is  another  reason  why  I 
made  the  motion,  The  committees  in  the  Board 
of  Directors  have  not  yet  been  made  up,  and  they 
are  waiting  for  these  vacancies  to  be  filled.  The 
principal  committees  were  tilled  by  the  two  gen- 


tlemen who  resigned,  and  I  am  informed  that  it 
is  neces.-ary  to  till  these  vacancies  in  order  that 
the  committees  may  be  appointed. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost— 28  for,  35 
against. 

On  motion  of.  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  the  Council  pro- 
ceeded to  hallot  for  two  directors.  Committee — 
Messrs.  Barry  of  Ward  16,  Huntress  of  Ward  11, 
Bigelow  of  Ward  25. 

Whole  number  of.  ballots 65 

Necessary  lor  a  choice 33 

Asa,  H.  Oatun  had 31 

James  A.  Fleming 28 

Clinton  White 21 

G-orif.vev  Morse 14 

F.  G.  Walbiidge 13 

George  B.  Faunce 9 

M.  C.  Curry  6 

George  E.  Young 4 

There  being  no  choice,  a  second  ballot  was  or- 
dered—32  for,  31  against. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  withdrew  the  name  of  M.  C. 
Curry. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 65 

Necessarv  for  a  choice 33 

Asa  H.  Caton  had 32 

James  A.  Fleming 29 

Clinton  Wh ite 27 

F.  G.  Walbiidu'e 10 

Godfrey  Worse 9 

George  E.  Young 4 

M.C.Curry 3 

George  B    Faunce 3 

W.  H.  Whitmore 1 

J.  Doherfy 1 

W.J.  K.Evans 1 

And  there  was  no  choice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1,  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  was  specially  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting,  at  eight  o'clock— 34 
for,  37  against.  Mr.  Gove  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

THE  TRANSFER  OF  ENGINE  TWELVE,  ETC. 

Mr.  Freeman  called  up  the  special  assignment 
to  8.15  o'clock  P.  M.,  viz.— 

Orders  to  remove  engine  12  to  its  former  loca- 
tion at  corner  of  Dudley  and  Winslow  streets,  to 
locate  hook  and  ladder  4  in  the  building  now  oc- 
cupied by  engine  12,  and  for  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners to  consider  the  expediency  of  placing  an 
additional  piece  of  fire  apparatus  near  Police  Sta- 
tion 9,  with  proposed  amendments. 

Mr.  Freeman— There  seems  to  be  in  this  matter 
a  difference  of  opinion  between  the  Committee 
on  Fire  Department  and  the  Fire  Commissioners. 
The  City  Council  having  placed  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment in  charge  of  the  commissioners,  I  do  not 
think  the  committee  on  that  department,  chan- 
ging as  it  has  done  this  year  particularly — there 
being  only  one  member  who  served  on  it  last  year 
— should  interfere  with  the  Fire  Commissioners 
and  Chief  Engineer  in  what  thsy  consider  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  department.  The  commis- 
sioners moved  engine  12  from  its  present  loca- 
tion because  they  tbmgbt  it  was  better  tor  the 
good  of  the  whole  city.  They  say  the  district 
where  engine  12  now  is  located  is  better  protect- 
ed than  any  other  district  of  the  city,  and  the 
residents  should  be  perfectly  satistied.  It  seems 
to  me  it  has  been  more  a  matter  or  sentiment  than 
anything  else  among  those  who  have  been  around 
the  old  engine  house  for  mauy  years.  My  reason  for 
making  the  motion  which  I  shall  make,  is  that  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Dt-partment  should  not  inter- 
fere with  the  commissioners.  If  we  open  the 
door  by  saying  what  the  Fire  Commissioners  shall 
do  in  such  a  matter,  tnere  will  be  no  end  to  it.  I 
I  went  out  with  the  chief  engiueer  the  other  day, 
and  inspected  the  locality.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  commissioners  were  perfectly  right;  but 
whether  they  are  right  or  not,  I  think  the  posi- 
tion they  take  should  be  upheld  by  the  Council, 
as  we  have  put  it  in  their  hands.  I  move  that  the 
whole  matter  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  hope  that  motiou  will  uot  prevail. 
I  am  somewhat  surprised  to  hear  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  take  the  ground  that  he  has.  This 
engine  12  was  located  many  years  ago.  It  was  in 
that  locality  so  many  years  that  the  other  engines 
were  located  with  reference  to  it.  That  is  the 
place  where  an  engine  ought  to  be.  If  the  gen- 
tleman had  been  in  that  locality  on  more  occa- 
sions than  one  he  would  probably  have  been  dif- 
ferently impressed  concerning  the  necessity  of 
having  an  engine  there.  He  says  the  Committee 
on  Fire  Department  are  dictating  to  the 
commissioners.  That  is  not  so.  The  corr.mit- 
tee  of  this  year  have  reported  in  favor  of  re- 
turning the  engine  to  its  old  place,  to  be  sure. 
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So  did  the  committee  of  last  year.  It  is  a 
popular  demand  of  the  citizens  and  tax- 
payers of  that  part  of  the  city  that  caused 
the  matter  to  be  brought  up.  It  is  a  suffi- 
cient answer  to  say,  that  though  the  management 
of  the  Fire  Department  has  been  placed  in  the 
bands  of  the  commissioners,  yet  the  location  of 
the  apparatus  when  not  in  use  is  to  lie  regulated 
by  the  City  Council.  If  ihe  committee  are  ready 
to  show  reasons,  as  I  have  no  doubt  they  are,  why 
that  engine  should  be  put  back  where  it  was  be- 
fore, I  think  it  is  entirely  proper  for  the  City 
Council  to  order  it,  and  that  is  in  accordance  with 
the  City  Solicitor's  opinion.  If  the  committee 
are  not  prepared  to  show  reasons,  some  of  the 
rest  of  us  are.  I  hope  this  matter  will  not  ne  in- 
definitely postponed.  I  rather  think  the  gentle- 
man irom  Ward  10  will  be  willing  to  witDdraw 
tnat  motion,  in  order  that  the  question  may  be 
debated  upon  its  merits. 

Mr.  Dnherty— I  move  to  lay  the  whole  matter 
upon  the  table  for  one  week,  for  certain  reasons, 
and  one  of  them  is  this:  From  certain  matters 
that  have  come  to  my  knowledge  this  afternoon, 
I  am  not  prepared  to  vote  upon  this  matter.  I 
Think  there  are  certain  other  matters  oy  whicb 
this  Council  are  not  prepared  to  vote  upon  the 
question  tonight.  For  that  reason  I  move  to  lay 
it  upon  lb"  table  for  one  week,  so  that  the  Coun- 
cil may  investigate  it  during  that  time.  Next 
Thursday  night  I  will  move  to  take  it  from  the 
table,  and  I  tbink  every  member  of  this  Council 
will  then  have  had  a  chance  to  look  the  matter  up 
and  be  prepared  to  vote  inteliigentlyat  that  time. 

Mr.  Mathews  of  Ward  21 — I  bone  that  motion 
will  not  prevail.  This  thing  has  been  considered 
by  the  public,  by  the  committee  and  by  members 
ot|the  Council.  I  believe  a  majority  of  those 
present  have  fully  made  up  their  mind  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  are  as  competent  to  vote  tonight  as  they 
will  lie  a  week  or  a  month  hence.  We  have  kept 
putting  it  off  from  week  to  week,  and  I  hope  we 
shall  come  to  a  vote. 

The  motion  to  table  was  lost. 

The  question  came  upon  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Means,  offered  at  the  meeting  of  the  Council,  it 
taking  precedence  of  the  motion  to  indefinitely 
postpone. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23  moved  to  substitute 
"requested"  lor  "directed,"  in  the  first  part  of 
the  order. 

Mr.  Means— My  object  in  offering  this  amend- 
ment was  to  cure  an  apparent  defect  which  I 
think  had  come  into  the  report  of  the  committee 
from  inadvertence.  I  think  from  conversation 
with  them  that  my  amendment  incorporates  the 
meaning  of  the  committee  when  they  made  their 
report.  It  is  certainly  the  opinion  of  the  commis- 
sioners that  an  engine  should  be  established  at 
the  present  location  of  No.  12  ii  that  is  taken 
away,  and  I  think  the  committee  themselves  agree 
that  that  should  be  done.  But  if  I  understand 
aright,  it  was  left  to  put  in  the  order  of  last  year, 
and  hence  comes  this  apparent  contradiction 
of  ordering  ;,he  Fire  Commissioners  to  do  one 
thing  and  requesting  them  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency oi  aointr  auother  thing.  Thinking  that 
that  might  lead  the  commissioners  to 
take  offence,  and  thinking  perhaps  they 
might  be  trusted  to  put  a  new  engine  there, 
and  that  we  might  not  consider  them 
trustworthy  to  consider  tne  expediency  of 
removing  this  back,  and  after  this  order  bad 
been  sent  to  them  to  do  one  thing  and  let  them 
consider  the  expediency  of  doing  another,  they 
might,  from  ihe  peculiar  wording  of  the  order, 
take  offence  and  drop  the  matter  where  ic  was, 
and  they  might  say  to  the.  Council,  as  you  have 
taken  this  matter  in  hand,  you  should  complete 
it.  For  that  reason,  I  have  offered  the  amend- 
ment. It  seems  to  incorporate  the  ideas  of  us  all. 
It  admits  the  necessity  of  an  engine  being  there, 
and  the  commissioners  have  shown  it  by  locating 
one  there.    1  hope  ihe  amendment  will  pievail. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23— The  Committee  on  Fire 
Department  visited  the  location  of  these  houses 
in  question,  and  gave  both  the  parties  inter&sted 
a  hearing.  At  the  hearing  I  believe  there  were 
as  many  present  in  iavor  of  returning  the  engine 
where  it  is  now  located  as  there  were  those  who 
wanted  it  removed.  The  majority  of  the  peti- 
tioners to  get  it  back  were  in  favor  of  having  an 
engine  placed  at  the  old  location,  but  did  not 
materially  ask  to  have  this  one  returned;  also  a 
large  number  were  willing  to  have  a  chemical  en- 
gine placed  where  thin  engine  No.  12  came  from. 
With  viewing  tbe  localities  and  hearing  the  argu- 
ment* on  both  siles,  I  made  up  my  mind  that  the 


position  was  about  this:  I  found  that  the  appa- 
ratus in  Tremont  street  could  go  to  this  place 
in  3Vo  minutes,  the  one  in  Cabot  street  in 
3%  minutes,  and  the  one  in  Northampton 
street  in  three  minutes,  while  engine  12 
could  come  from  its  present  location  to  its 
old  home  in  about  two  minutes.  I  made  up  my 
mind  that  that  locality  where  engine  12  was  taken 
from  was  as  absolutely  covered  with  fire  engiues 
as  any  locality  in  the  city  of  Boston.  1  found 
that  the  great  trouble  seemed  to  be  between  the 
two  neighborhoods.  An  engine  had  been  taken 
away  froai  one  neighborhood  and  given  to  an- 
other, and  the  old  neighborhood  wanted  it  re- 
turned. That  seemed  to  be  the  feeling  among 
the  two  branches  of  the  people  at  the  hearing, 
and  I  made  up  my  mind  that  would  be  a  unani- 
mous report  of  the  committee,  as  I  thought.  I 
was  absent  and  could  not  be  at  the  meeting  when 
the  committee  met  to  make  up  their  report.  A 
week  ago  I  found  on  my  desk  a  report  of  the  com- 
mittee to  bring  back  engine  No.  12  to  its  old  lo- 
cality, and  asking  the  commissioners  to  consider 
the  expediency  of  locating  one  in  that  local- 
ity. I  made  up  my  mind  that  the  en- 
gine ought  to  lemaiu  where  it  is,  and  that 
is  my  private  opinion,  and  that  there  should  be  a 
chemical  placed  where  this  one  was  taken  from, 
riut  I  saw  that  the  committee,  four  to  one,  had 
decided  that  the  engine  should  go  back  to  its  old 
location,  and  a  chemical  be  placed  where  it  is 
now.  Thar,  is  all  the  difference  I  can  see  between 
the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  and 
my  own  private  opinion.  After  considering  the 
opinion  of  my  associates,  I  made  up  my  mind 
that  it  was  not  good  taste  or  judgment  for  me  to 
to  come  in  here  and  try  to  reverse  their  judg- 
ment, so  1  quietly  signed  the  report  and  laid  it 
beloie  the  Council.  But  I  should  have  been  bet- 
ter pleased  to  let  the  engine  remain  where  it  is 
now,  and  place  a  chemical  where  they  took  it 
from.  One  thing  which  most  decided  my  mind 
in  this  matter  is  that  1  hate  to  interfere  with  the 
Fire  Commissioners.  I  believe  it  is  wrong. 
The  City  Council  gave  them  authority  to  man- 
age the  Fire  Department,  and  as  long  as  they 
manage  it  with  good  taste  and  judgment  they 
should  not  be  interfered  with  by  neighborhoods 
or  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  I'ratt— That  would  be  a  solemn  fact,  if  it 
were  a  tact,  but  that  is  where  I  think  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  23  is  mistaken.  The  commission- 
ers aie  not  charged  with  locating  steam  fire  en- 
gines. The  City  Council  is  charged  with  locating 
lots  for  engine  "houses  and  locating  the  engines. 
The  City  Council  have  not  interfered  with  the 
Fire  Commissioners  in  any  of  their  appropriate 
duties,  in  saying  where  engines  shall  he  located 
during  a  fire.  If  the  engine  can  get  back  to  its 
old  location  in  two  minutes,  it  is  good  reason  for 
saying  that  it  should  never  have  been  moved.  I 
do  not  see  the  necessity  for  having  two  engines 
there.  It  will  be  a  large  expense  to  put  another 
engine  there,  and  if  it  is  in  the  old  place 
it  is  still  in  a  good  locality  for  protecting 
a  thickly  settled  neighborhood.  I  hope  the 
matter  will  be  adjusted  by  oidering  it  back 
where  it  was  located  and  where  it  is  available  for 
the  general  use  of  the  Fire  Department  and  best 
protection  of  the  neighborhood  round  about.  I 
see  no  good  reason  why  another  engine  should  he 
placed  round  about  there.  It  is  not  any  inter- 
ference with  the  Fire  Commissioners.  It  is  not 
their  peculiar  province  to  locate  fire  apparatus 
while  not  in  use.  It  is  tli3ir  province  to  manage 
the  apparatus  during  a  Ore,  and  it  is  our  province 
to  say  where  the  engine  and  engine  houses  shall 
be  located  when  not  in  use. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— It  seems  to  me  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  23  has  stated  the  case 
precisely.  Without  knowing  a  great  deal  about 
the  subject,  it  strikes  me  that  one  reason  why  we 
have  a  Hoard  of  Fire  Commissioners  is  to  decide 
these  questions  of  locality  with  reference  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  whole  city,  and  that  they, 
looking  over  the  whole  city,  are  much  more  com- 
petent to  decide  these  questions  of  locality  for 
the  protection  of  the  whole  city  than  we  are.  If 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  20 
should  prevail,  we  will  go  to  an  additional  ex- 
pense tor  another  apparatus,  tbe  means  lor  which 
have  not  been  provided.  I  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  pievail,  and  then  that  tne  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10,  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone, will  be  adopted. 

>ir.  Lovell  of  Vvard  1— I  should  like  to  ask  for 
information,  if  any  gentleman  can  give  the  rea- 
sons why  this  engine  was  removed   from   its  for- 
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mer  position.  The  debate  has  gone  on,  but  no 
one  has  made  that  statement.  Also  I  should  line 
to  know  by  whose  authority  it  was  removed. 

Mr.  Brown— I  do  not  know  when  this  removal 
took  place.  This  is  my  first  year  on  that  commit- 
tee, but  I  understand  the  removal  was  by  author- 
ity of  the  Fire  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Mathews— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  19  if  he  can  give  us  an  estimate 
of  the  expense  of  having  an  additional  piece  of 
apparatus  in  the  proposed  location? 

Mr.  Means — My  understanding  is  that  the  pres- 
ent hook  and  ladder  house  has  been  built  with 
double  doors,  so  that  an  engine  can  enter  from 
one  end  or  the  other.  I  do  not  think  it  will  re- 
quire another  building,  and  the  expense  of  main- 
taining the  engine  will  be  light.  I  think  the  ne- 
cessity for  removing  the  engine  first  became  ap- 
parent in  this  wise  :  A  large  church  belonging  to 
the  Congregational  society  in  Moreland  street  re- 
cently took  hie.  It  being  in  snowy  weather,  it 
was  almost  an  hour  before  the  engines  arrived. 
In  coming  up  the  hill  they  got  stuck  in  the  snow, 
and  people  were  compelled  to  stand  by  and  see 
this  magnihcent  building  burned.  From  that 
time  there  grew  up  a  sentiment  In  favor  of  re- 
moving this  engine  to  its  present  location.  I  sup- 
pose there  is  a  feeling  among  the  residents  of 
the  old  neighborhood  that  they  would  like  to 
have  the  olu  engine  back,  the  same  as  we  would 
like  to  have  the  Old  State  House  preserved. 
The  present  location  of  the  engine  is  cer- 
tainly the  most  central.  It  is  at  a  point 
from  which  at  least  five  or  six  streets  cross 
each  other.  It  is  a  down  grade  from  where  the 
engine  is  now  located  to  where  the  planing  mills 
are  situated,  and  where  I  understand  the  bulk  of 
the  work  of  engine  12  and  other  engines  in  thatlo- 
cality  is  done.  It  is  down  grade  to  the  old  location 
of  engine  12,  and  other  parts  ot  Ward  21.  In  going 
from  some  portion  of  Ward  21,  from  the  old  situ- 
ation of  engine  12,  it  would  have  to  go  up  hill  on 
Warren  street.  But  in  its  new  location  it  might 
go  up  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  down  through  Win- 
throp  or  Moreland  street.  I  am  told  by  the  Fire 
Commissioners  that  the  drawing  of  aheavy  en- 
gine up  these  hills  winds  the  horses  so  that  they 
do  not  make  the  time  going  to  a  fire  that  they 
ought  to  make.  More  than  that,  if  this  en- 
gine is  sent  back  to  its  old  location,  and  no  new 
engine  is  placed  where  it  is  now,  tnere  will 
lie  no  engine  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of 
this  spot!  That  district  has  recently  been 
built  all  over.  I  was  talking  with  an  old 
re.-ident  who  says  that,  since  this  engine  has  been 
in  service,  the  Williams  Farm,  the  Eustis,  Rand 
and  other  farms  have  been  covered  with  wooden 
buildings.  It  is  a  growing  country,  and  where 
much  new  building  is  being  done.  There  should 
be  some  protection  for  them.  I  should,  perhaps, 
touch  upon  the  fact  that  there  are  large  factories 
near  that  location,  opposite  it  is  an  institution 
for  the  care  of  aged  men  and  women.  It  has  been 
urged  that  one  of  the  commissioners,  from  re- 
ligious views,  was  induced  to  move  the  engine  to 
where  it  is.  Now,  sir,  I  am  not  of  that  religion, 
but  going  up  as  I  did  yesterday,  and  going 
through  that  home,  meeting  the  sisters,  and  see- 
ing the  plainness  with  w.'.icn  they  live,  how  they 
deny  themselves  to  take  care  of  those  people,  go- 
ing through  their  dormitories,  and  seeing  where 
they  live,  and  seeing  how  two  or  three  hundred 
aged  or  decrepit  persons  are  cared  for,  some  upon 
beds,  some  upon  chairs,  some  blind,  yet  all  in  a 
condition  so  feeble  th.it  they  could  not  possibly 
escape  from  a  fire,  it  did  seem  to  me  that  if  such 
was  the  object  of  ihat  commissioner  in  putting 
that  engine  there,  the  object  was  certainly  a  laud 
able  one.  I  do  not  care  what  a  man's  religion  is 
if  he  has  sympathy  for  those  old  people.  If  in 
protecting  that  neighborhood  from  fire  the 
necessary  protection  can  be  given  to  those  peo- 
ple, [  believe  we  should  be  willing  to  grant  it. 
Petitions  have  come  in  from  a  great  number  of 
people  in  that  locality  asking  for  protection  from 
fire.  They  represent  a  large  amount  of  piope r|y. 
It  is  not  goi' g  to  cost  a  great  deal  of  money  to 
maintain  another  engine,  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
this  natural  request  should  be  granted.  I  do  not 
wish  ;o  see  this  engine  taken  away  from  the  other 
end  /f  the  ward,  from  the  people  who  have  a 
feel.ng  of  love  lor  it,  but  this  seems  to  be  a  proper 
place  lor  an  engine,  and  I  hope  my  amendment 
will  prevail., 

Mr.  Bartlett  of  Ward  14— As;,  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department,  I  did  not  intend 
to  say  anything  upon  "this  subject,  because  the 
action  of  the  committee  of  last  year  was  so  unan- 


imous in  favor  of  placing  the  engine  back  at  its 
old  location,  and  the  committee  ot  this  year  were 
also  unanimous.  1  have  taken  a  great  deal  of  in- 
terest in  the  location  ot  this  engine.  In  the  first 
place  I  was  in  favoi  of  letting  the  engine  remain 
where  it  is,  but  aftei  going  do*  u  there  with  the 
committee,  aud  having  a  call,  and  this  engine  not 
responding,  I  have  changed  my  mind.  The  ex- 
cuse was  that  they  did  not  hear  the  tapper.  Now, 
it  seems  to  me  we  should  look  at  it  as  if  tnose 
men  were  coming  from  all  districts.  They  have 
established  business  there  with  an  understanettng 
that  an  engine  was  located  there.  It  has  been 
located  there  for  years.  It  is  evident  that  if 
an  eDgine  nad  been  located  in  Summer 
street  at  the  time  of  the  big  fire,  that 
Are  would  not  have  spread  as  it  did.  I  believe 
the  commissioners  said  they  needed  an  engine  in 
the  old  location.  The  engine  is  now  located  in  a 
house  that  is  not  built  for  an  engine,  and  the 
hook  and  ladder  company  is  located  in  a  house 
that  was  built  for  an  engine.  If  the  engine  re- 
mains there,  more  money  will  have  to  be  spent. 
I  cannot  see  that  it  needs  any  more  apparatus  or 
a  chemical  engine.  A  ladder  is  as  convenient  at 
a  fire  where  the  dwellings  are  on  fire  as  at  any 
other  place.  In  all  such  places  the  fire  generally 
originates  in  the  basement,  and  the  engine  can  be 
called  to  the  place  without  an  alarm.  I  was  driv- 
ing there  and  asked  a  man  how  many  fires  tnere 
had  been  up  in  Blue  Hul  avenue,  and  he  stopped 
so  long  to  think  about  it  that  I  concluded  to 
drive  on.  It  seems  to  me  that  with  the  danger  of 
fire  in  that  neighborhood  the  engine  should  go 
back  there. 

Mr.  F-eeman  of  Ward  10— Does  the  gentleman 
know  how  many  fires  have  been  in  that  location 
the  past  year? 

Mr.  Bartlett — I  do  not.  It  seems  to  me,  that  as 
the  committee  have  looked  over  this  matter  very 
carefully,  their  report  should  be  considered  and 
the  engine  returned  to   its  old  location. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— The  trial  which  the 
gentleman  spoke  of  which  called  engine  12,  and 
it  uid  not  come,  was  sounded  from  the  old  loca- 
tion. During  the  past  year,  since  the  1st  of  May, 
1880,  there  h^ve  beeu  but  five  alarms  in  that  dis- 
trict, and  engine  12  has  worked  there  only  four 
hours.  That  is  oue  j  ear's  work.  Engine  12  was 
mov^d  to  its  present  location,  so  that  it  could 
reach  the  luuiuer  district  more  quickly.  In  the 
same  time  there  have  been  twelve  fires  in  that 
district,  and  engine  12  has  worked  there 
twenty-eight  hours.  That  is  a  sufficient 
reason  why  it  should  remain  where  it 
is.  At  the  time  of  the  fire  in  the  church  the  en- 
gine could  not  get  there  with  their  own  horses. 
It  was  up  hill,  aud  they  had  to  get  the  horses  of 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad.  More  recently  the 
neighborhood  has  been  occupied  by  factories, 
which  are  more  combustible  thau  dwelling 
houses.  The  gentleman  from  Warn  21  says  that 
the  Fire  Commissioners  have  no  control  over  the 
engines  while  they  are  not  in  use.  I  know  that  is 
the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor.  But  I  think  he 
is  making  a  very  fine  distinction.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  when  this  ordinance  was  passed  it  was 
considered  that  the  City  Council  had  any  control 
over  the  location  of  engines.  I  presume  the  in- 
tent was  that  the  Fire  Commissioners  should  con- 
trol it.  Now,  when  the  question  comes  up  and 
the  Fire  Committee  want  to  remove  an  engine, 
they  get  the  City  Solicitor's  opinion  upon  a  very 
fine  point.  It  looks  very  much  to  me  like  dicta- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  committee  and  City 
Council. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8— As  it  appears  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  25  is  not  in  his  seat,  I 
will  take  the  liberty  of  moving  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Fi3k  of  Ward  20—1  hope  the  previous  ques- 
tion will  not  be  ordered.  There  are  other  gentle- 
men who  wish  to  say  something  upon  this  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  withdrew  the  motion  for  the 
previous  quest  on. 

Mr.  Fisk — All  the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken 
upon  this  question  have  los;  sight  of  one  point. 
The  locality  where  engine  12  was  formerly  lo- 
cated was  in  the  time  ot  the  city  of  Roxbury  cov- 
ered by  two  engines.  Afier  Roxbury  was  an- 
nexed to  Boston,  the  Fire  Committee  saw  fit  to 
take  away  the  engine  in  Eustis  street  and  put  a 
hook  and"  ladder  company  there.  When  the  Fire 
Commissioners  were  established,  they  took  away 
this  engine  and  left  a  book  and  ladder.  The  people 
there  think  their  protection  from  fire  is  taken 
away;  they  consider  the  locality  dangerous  and 
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necessary  to  oe  covered.  That  is  the  reason  why 
people  In  that  vicinity  insist  upon  having  the 
engine  brought  back. 

Mr.  Bartlett  ot  Ward  14— Iq  answer  to  the  gen- 
tleman Ironi  Ward  10  I  wish  to  say  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Departineut  do  not  wish  to  insult 
the  Fire  Commissioners  by  any  means.  The  com- 
mittee do  this  as  a  matter  of  justice  to  the  people 
in  that  locality.  lam  not  personally  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  the  people  of  Ward  20.  I  am 
here  to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  whole  city. 
The  people  have  a  right  to  appeal.  They  ap- 
pealed to  the  Fire  Commissioners  and  got  no 
redress,  and  they  should  bavj  an  opportunity  to 
get  justice  f  romthe  City  Council. 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  would  ask  how  many  of  the 
commirtee  were  present  when  the  vote  was  taken? 

Mr.  Bartlett— 1  would  ask  if  there  is  any  com- 
pulsion for  a  committee  to  be  full. 

Mr.  Freeman — I  understand  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  23  stated  that  as  many  were  in  favor 
of  the  engine  remaining  in  its  present  location  as 
there  were  those  in  favor  of  its  removal. 

Mr.  Connell  of  Ward  20—  f  have  no  doubt  the 
Fire  Commissioners  have  used  their  best  judg- 
ment in  putting  this  engine  where  they  have;  but 
I  think  they  have  not  apparatus  enough  in  that 
part  or  the  city.  There  is  one  engine  which  can- 
not reach  there  in  less  than  five  minutes.  An- 
other thing,  an  engine  has  been  In  that  location 
for  fifty  years,  and  the  people  feel  as  if  some- 
thing had  been  stolen  from  them.  I  hope  the 
engine  No,  12  will  be  returned  to  its  former  loca- 
tion, and  another  engine  put  where  it  is  now. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21— With  the  indulgence  of 
the  Council,  i  would  like  to  read  an  extractor 
two  from  the  report  of  the  committee  of  last  year, 
who  gave  the  matter  extended  consideration,  and 
several  public  hearings.  [Mr.  Pratt  read  the 
principal  part  of  the  report  of  the  committee  ot 
last  year.]  I  do  not  wish  to  oppose  the  am«nd- 
mend  ottered  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  20,  if 
there  are  reasons  why  another  engine  should  be 
located  at  the  foot  ot  Blue  Hill  avenue,  but  I 
want  to  hear  some  reason  why  it  should  be  done. 
I  think  that  if  the  members  went  out  there,  ex- 
amined the  locality  and  understood  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  property,  we  should  all  vote  to  put 
the  engine  back. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Huntress  of  Ward  11,  tbe 
main  question  was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bartlett  of  Ward  15,  the 
question  upon  tbe  amendment  of  Mr.  Means  was 
taken  bv  veas  and  nays  and  it  was  rejecced — yeas 
23,  nays" 33. 

Yeas  —  Messrs.  Barry,  Brown,  Connell,  Cotton, 
Crouin.Dana,  Dudley,  Freeman,  Folan,  Hilton, 
Maguire,  Mathews,  McCormick,  Means,  P.  Morri- 
son, Mullett,  Murphy,  Pratt,  Quigley,  Rosnosky, 
Swan,   Wakefield.  Walsh— 23. 

Nays— Messrs.  Kartlett,  Beal,  Boyle,  Brimbecom, 
Child,  Costello,  Daly,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J. 
Doherty,  Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell,  Fitzpatrick, 
Ford,  (Jove,  Hart,  Hosley,  Huntress,  J.  A.  Mc- 
Laughlin, P.  J.  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  N.  M. 
Morrison,  Parkman,  Pope,  Pray,  Rogers,  Teevan, 
Viles,  Welch,  Wharton, Wheeler,  Wbitmore— 33. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Bigelow,  Bow- 
ker,  H.  b.  Clapp,  H.  Clapp,  Conlin,  fienney, 
Fisk,  Greenough,  Hagar.  Harding,  Lauten,  Lov- 
ell.  Powers.  Smith,    Williams — 15. 

The  order  was  declared  refused  a  second  read- 
ing. Mr.  Pratt  doubted  tbe  vote,  and  on  bis 
motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The 
order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading — yeas  31, 
nays  26: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barry.  Bartlett,  Boyle,  Brimbe- 
com. Brown,  Connell,  Costello,  Dana,  J.  Doherty, 
Dudley,  Farwell,  Fisk.  Ford,  Folan,  Hilton,  Hunt- 
ress, Lauten,  Maguire,  Matbews,  McCormick,  J. 
A.  McLaughlin,  Means,  P.  Monison,  Mullett, 
Murphy,  Pratt,  Smith,  Swa::,  Wakefield,  Walsh, 
"Wharton,— 31. 

Nays— Messrs.  Beal,  Child,  Daly,  Devlin,  C.  F. 
Doherty,  Eddy,  Emery,  Fitzpatrick,  Freeman. 
Gove,  Hart,  Hosley,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  McNa- 
mara, N.  M.  Morrison,  Parkman,  rope,  Pray, 
Quiglev,  Rogers,  Rosnosky,  Teevan,  Viles,  Welch, 
Wheeler,  Whitraore— 26. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Bigelow,  Bow- 
ker,  H.  Clapp,  II.  B.  CWpp,  Conlin,  Cotton,  Cro- 
nin,  Denney,  Greenough,  Hagar,  Harding,  Loveli, 
Povers,  Williams— 9. 

Tbe  order  was  read  a  second  time  ana  put  upon 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1  moved  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone. Declared  carried  by  a  rising  vote — 34  for, 
22  against.    Mr.  Pratt  doubted  the  vote  before 


formal  declaration  was  made,  and  on  his  motion 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  oraered.  Ihe  order  was 
indefinitely  postponed  —yeas  30,  nays  24: 

Yeaa — Messrs.  Beal,  Boyle,  Child,  Daly,  Devlin, 
C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Eddy,  Emery,  Fitzpat- 
rick, Freeman,  Gove,  Hart,  McCormick,  P.  J. 
McLaughlin,  McNamara,  X.  M.  Morrison,  Park- 
man,  Pone,  Pray,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Rosnosky, 
Teevan,  Viles,  Walsh,  Welch,  Wharton,  Wheeler, 
Whitmore— 30. 

Nays — Messrs.  Barry,  Bartlett,  Brimbecom, 
Brown,  Connell,  Costello,  Cotton,  Dana,  Dudley, 
Farwell,  Fisk,  Ford,  Folan,  Huntress,  Lauten, 
Maguire,  Matbews,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  Means, 
Mullett,  Pratt,  Smith,  Swan,  Wakefield— 24. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Bigelow,  Bow- 
ker,  H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Cronin,  Den- 
ney, Greenough,  Hagar,  Harding,  Hilton,  Hoslev, 
Loveli, P.  Morrison,  Murphy,  Powers,  Williams— 17. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11 
was  called  he  stated  that  upon  giving  the  order 
a  second  reading  he  voted  "Yes"  under  a  mis- 
apprehension, and  desired  to  have  voted  "No." 

PAY  OF  LABORERS  AND  MECHANICS. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  called  up  the  special 
assignment  for  eight  o'clock,  viz.,  Resolved,  That 
the  wages  of  mechanics  employed  by  tbe  city 
Should  be  increased  twenty-five  cents  per  day. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  7  moved  to  amend  by  in- 
serting "and  city  laborers"  after  "mechanics." 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Costello  of  Ward  22— Mr.  President,  when 
the  Committee  on  Salaries  reported  to  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  a  week  or  two  ago,  I  noticed  that 
some  of  the  members  of  that  body  were  very  in- 
diguant  because  the  salaries  were  not  raised  all 
along  the  line,  as  they  termed  it.  Now,  what  does 
this  all  along  the  line  mean  ?  To  the  prejudiced, 
narrow-minded  individuals  ot  both  brauches  of 
tbe  City  Council,  it  means  all  that  are  in  the  em- 
ploy of  tbe  City  Government,  that  wear  broad- 
cloth. All  along  the  line  with  them  is 
from  the  Mayor  down  to  the  police- 
man or  fireman;  anything  below  these 
are  not  worthy  ot  their  attention  or  considera- 
tion. Now  such  kid-glove,  aristocratic  legislation 
as  that  must,  not  and  will  not  be  tolerated  in  such 
a  Government  as  this.  All  along  tbe  line  means 
from  the  Mayor  down  to  the  man  in  the  sewer. 
The  man  in  the  sewer  is  as  much  entitled  to  our 
respect  and  consideration  as  the  Mayor  ot  Boston 
is.  That  is  what  republics  teach  us,  and  that  we 
must  not  lose  sight  of.  When  this  measure  was 
first  proposed  some  of  the  gentlemen  here  wished 
for  some  reasons  why  it  should  pass.  Now,  the 
most  convincing  argument  that  I  know  of  in  its 
support  would  be  tor  you  to  take  your  grocery 
bills,  your  provision  bills,  your  house-rent  reo-ipts, 
your  tailor's  bills  and  all  ot  the  bills  that  you  have 
to  pay  for  the  necessaries  of  lite,  and  coinnare 
them  with  those  of  last  year  or  the  year  before, 
and  if  that  will  not  convince  you  that  it  costs 
more  to  live  now  than  it  did  in  the  past,  then  it 
is  because  you  are  not  open  tor  conviction.  If  it 
costs  you  more  to  live  now  than  it  did  in  the  past, 
then  you  must  admit  that  it  costs  these  men  more 
also.  They  don't  live  on  air  any  more  than  you 
do.  For  pertain  reasons  I  will  quote  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  19  in  support  of 
this  measure.  This  gentleman  Is  not  gifted  with 
the  down-East  fang  that  we  so  often  hear,  but, 
nevertheless,  I  believe  him  to  be  honest  in  his 
convictions.  He  went  on  to  state  that  these  men 
had  to  pay  so  much  for  rent,  so  much  for  shoes 
for  the  family,  and  so  much  for  his  wife;  just 
then  a  certain  individual  not  many  rods  from  me 
chimed  in  and  remarked  "and  so  much  for  rum." 
Now,  this  rerrark  was  made  to  prejudice  tbe 
minds  of  those  who  heard  him  against  this  meas- 
ure. Now,  1  wish  this  individual  and  others  to 
understand  distinctly  that  these  men  are  but  a 
very  small  portion  of  the  rum  consumers  of  this 
city.  We  are  told  that  there  are  2500  rumshops  in 
Boston.  Have  tbey  been  all  counted  ?  I  believe 
not.  If  you  will  come  with  me,  I  will  show  you 
where  you  will  find  three  times  that  num- 
ber; and  where  do  you  suppose  I  will 
bring  you  to  find  them?  I  will  bring 
you  uo  to  Beacon  Hill  and  to  the  oth- 
er aristocratic  districts  of  Boston,  and  I 
will  point  out  to  you  a  ruuishop  under  every  man- 
sion that  we  will  come  to— wine  cellars  stocked 
with  all  kinds  of  liquors.  Tbe  only  difference 
between  these  and  the  other  shops  is  that  one 
has  a  sign  out  and  the  other  has  n't.  You  will 
find  more  rum  in  tbe  cellars  of  Beacon  Hill  to- 
night than  will  be  consumed  in  the  South  Cove 
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or  the  North  End  for  the  next  six  months.  What 
are  your  fancy  club  houses  hut  rumshops  or 
gambling  dens,  where  young  men  are  debauched 
and  learn  debauchery  ?  But,  of  course,  these 
are  high-toned  places,  those  who  frequent  them 
wear  good  clothes,  and  if  they  should  happen  to 
take  a  little  too  much  they  are  politely  assisted  to 
a  carriage.  But  if  a  poor  man  happens  to  take  a 
little  too  much,  he  is  at  once  hustled  to  the  sta- 
tion house  and  is  punished  for  it.  The  law  winks 
at  one  and  punishes  the  other,  or  rather  the  exec- 
utives of  the  law.  If  justice  was  done,  our  prison 
walls  would  he  too  small  for  all  who  deserve  to 
be  within  their  walls.  I  intend  these  remarks  as 
a  rebuke  to  those  hypocrites  who  are  constantly 
charging  these  poor  men  with  that  wnich  they 
themselves  are  most  guilty  of. 

Mr.  McLaughlin  of  Ward  7—1  wish  the  gentle- 
man would  insert  the  South  End  in  his  remarks 
as  well  as  the  North  End. 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  think  every  order  of  this  kind 
ought  to  be  treated  in  a  fair,  businesslike  way.  I 
move  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Salaries. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8 — I  hope  that  motion 
will  not  prevail,  but  that  we  will  take  it  up  fairly, 
and,  if  we  like  it,  pass  it,  and  if  we  don't  like  it, 
reject  it.  I  think  something  should  be  done  to 
increase  the  wages  of  mechanics.  I  know  that  a 
city  blacksmith  is  paid  $2.50  a  day:  while  Bigelow 
&  Co.  pay  $3.  Carpenters  employed  by  the  city 
are  paid  $12.50  a  day,  and  builders  outside  nay  $3 
and  $3.50.  Stonecutters  are  paid  $2.50  a  day  by 
the  city,  and  by  Minn  &  Co.  $3.  Wheelwrights 
and  harness  makers  are  paid  in  the  same  propor- 
tion.   I  hope  the  order  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23—1  am  entirely  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  laborers  of  the  city,  and  think 
there  should  be  an  increase  of  wages,  it  parties 
outside  are  paying  more  than  formerly.  If  there 
are  gentlemen  here  who  employ  mechanics  I 
hope  they  will  make  a  statement. 

Mr.  Rosnosky— In  1877  the  Board  of  Health  cut 
the  men  down  seven  dollars  a  month.  A  man  re- 
ceiving fifty-five  dollars  a  menth  was  cut  down  to 
forty-eight;  one  receiving  forty-eight  was  cut 
down  to  forty-one,  and  so  on,  The  men  so  cut 
down  were  employed  in  that  department  for 
the  last  twenty  or  twenty-five  years.  The  pay 
of  the  men  has  never  been  increased,  and  they 
are  working  on  the  same  salary  they  had  in  1877. 
This  same  question  came  up  in  1879,  and  it  was 
left  to  all  the  committees  of  the  departments. 
At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Committee  on 
Common  I  moved  that  the  men  be  allowed  $1.75 
a  day.  It  was  passed,  and  they  have  been  receiv- 
ing it  ever  since.  The  Paving  Department  do 
the  same.  This  question  should  go  to  the  de- 
partment employing  tbem  regularly.  Some  of 
those  departments  say  they  must  have  a  low 
rate  of  pay  because  they  have  to  hire  poor  men. 
I  say  no  department  ought  to  hire  a  man  unless 
he  can  do  a  decent  day's  work.  The  Committee  on 
Salaries  cannot  fix  the  pay  of  laborers.  I  hope  it 
will  go  to  the  various  committees,  and  that  each 
department  will  do  justice  to  the  laboring  men- 
Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  7—1  should  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  if  he  knows  a  man  who 
is  getting  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  day.  I  am  well 
aware  that  some  men  in  the  Paving  Department 
get  only  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  day.  If  a  mechanic 
gets  more  than  that  I  think  he  earns  it.  Outside 
mechanics  are  paid  more  than  mechanics  work- 
ing for  the  city  of  Boston.  I  can  prove  the  fact 
that  it  is  i-o.  I  think  the  city  of  Boston  is  as  well 
able  to  pay  the  laborers  a  fair  price  as  outside 
contractors  are. 

Mr.  Parkman— It  seems  to  me  this  question 
should  have  fair  consideration  after  the  state- 
ments that  have  been  made.  Last  year,  when 
the  question  came  up,  it  was  referred  to  a  special 
eominittee,  and  it  seems  to  me  this  is  a  question 
which  merits  equally  fair  consideration.  From 
my  own  knowledge  I  am  not  now  prepared  to 
vote  intelligently:  I  only  know  that  in  the  de- 
partments with  which  I  am  connected  there  is  a 
great  overplus  of  labor  at  the  wages  we  pay.  I 
would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that,  if  wages 
are  increased,  the  appropriations  having  already 
been  made,  the  force  of  laborers  employed  must 
be  diminished  just  so  much  as  the  pay  is  in- 
creasea.  I  think  the  matter  requires  careful  con- 
sideration, nut  do  not  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  that  it  should  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Salaries.  I  move  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  a  special  committee,  with  such  as  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  may  join. 

Mr.  Teevan— I  believe  the  laborers' pay  should 
be  raised  to  the  standard  of  $2  a  day.  If  two  men 


are  sent  out  to  work,  and  one  man  gets  a  dollar 
and  a  half  and  the  other  $2,  the  man  getting  a 
dollar  and  a  half  has  to  do  as  much  work  as  a 
man  getting  $2.  I  think  they  should  use  some 
judgment  as  to  that. 

Mr.  Folan  of  Ward  13— Having  defeated  the 
frauds  in  Ward  13,  and  their  sympathizers  in  this 
board,  thanks  to  the  good  Shepard  and  to  the 
gentlemen  in  this  Council  who  voted  my  seat  to 
me,  one  might  certainly  ask  for  a  little  rest.  Now, 
as  to  the  references  made  by  the  gentlemen  from 
Wards  23  and  9  as  to  the  standard  of  wages  re- 
ceived by  parties  outside,  there  are  men  employ- 
ed by  the  city  of  Boston  getting  all  the  way  from 
a  thousand  to  eighteen  hundred  dollars,  who 
would  not  get  half  as  much  from  firms  outside. 
I  do  not  believe  in  having  this  matter  go  to  a 
committee.  It  went  to  a  committee  last  year, 
and  tney  graded  the  pay  of  men.  How  can  they 
tell  whether  one  man  is  worth  fifteen  cents  more 
than  another?  I  do  not  believe  it  can  be  done. 
The  subject  under  consideration  tonight  is  the 
pay  of  laborers  and  mechanics.  You  must  con- 
sider how  much  it  costs  people  to  live  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  The  real-estate  owner  raises  the  rent, 
and  the  laborers  and  mechanics  have  to  pay  the 
taxes.  We  drive  them  from  where  they  like  to 
live  into  narrow  streets  and  alleys,  and  they  come 
to  us  the  last  ones  and  ask  to  have  their  wages 
raised.  They  cannot  strike  as  other  men  do,  and 
it  is  for  the  City  Council  to  see  that  the  working- 
men  receive  their  rights.  I  hope  the  resolve  will 
not  be  referred  to  any  committee,  but  will  be 
passed. 

Mr.  McLaughlin  of  Ward  7— Mr.  President.  I 
trust  this  resolve  will  receive  the  sanction 
of  the  Council,  and  not  be  referred  to  the 
special  committee.  There  are  many  reasons 
for  such  a  desire,  and  though  my  friend 
from  Ward  19  roughly  stated  them,  yet 
they  were  truthful  and  honest.  As  an  illustra- 
tion of  what  he  said,  I  will  present  some  facts.  In 
the  Paving  Department  there  is  a  body  of  men 
called  patch-pavers,  consisting  of  a  paver  and 
two  or  more  assistants.  Occasionally  among  the 
latter  a  green  hand  presents  himsflf.  Now 
there  are  three  grades  of  pay— $1.75,  $1.62.  $1.50. 
Now,  sir,  two  gentlemen  in  this  department — 
one  twenty-five  years  and  the  other  eighteen 
years  in  its  employ— men  whose  long  experience 
has  made  them  familiar  with  all  branches  of  the 
business — were  first  reduced  from  $1.75  to  $1.62, 
and  lately  to  $1.50,  and  now  these  men  are  com 
pelled  to  work  beside  a  new  hand,  who  receives 
$1.75  a  day,  while  they  receive  but  $1.50.  I  ask 
this  Council  if  that  is  justice?  Here  is  a  man 
who  knows  his  business,  toils  honestly  year  after 
year,  and  receives  less  pay  than  a  man  who 
knows  nothing  about  the  business.  Now,  Mr. 
President,  my  position  is  this:  I  am  in  favor  of 
an  increase  or  salaries  whenever  it  is  shown  that 
the  cost  of  living  has  increased,  no  matter 
whether  their  labor  be  skilled  or  unskilled,  pro- 
fessional or  mechanical.  If  a  man  is  not  getting 
money  enough  to  live  on,  it  is  but  justice  that  his 
wages  should  be  increased.  In  view  of  these  facts 
1  see  the  necessity  of  this  Council  speaking  de- 
cidedly on  this  matter,  and  for  that  reason  I  hope 
the  resolve  will  pass. 

Mr.  Whitmore — If  it  be  intended  to  send  this 
matter  to  a  committee,  the  Committee  on  Salaries 
is  not  the  proper  one,  as  they  have  no  particular 
knowle  ge  of  the  question.  It  might  with  as 
much  propriety  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances.  Moreover,  the  subject  of  salaries 
was  recommitted  to  them  last  Monday  and  they 
have  not  met  yet.  It  does  not  seem  to  me  that 
the  committee  is  prompt  to  act.  In  answer  to  an- 
other argument,  that  the  increase  of  wages  re- 
duces the  number  of  men  employed,  it  should  be 
remembered  that  the  city  putting  up  prices  has 
a  good  effect  upon  prices  outside.  The  rate  es- 
tablished by  the  city  will  have  its  effect  upon  the 
labor  market.  We  do'not  undertake  to  find  work 
for  everybody  in  the  city,  hut  it  will  make  a 
difference  outside  whether  the  city  pays  $2  or  $1. 75. 
If  we  wish  to  benefit  the  laboring  men  by  giving 
them  the  advantage  of  the  city's  Influence,  it 
should  be  in  the  direction  of  putting  up  wages 
instead  of  finding  occupation  for  more  men. 
There  have  been  times  during  the  last  five  or  six 
vears  when  as  a  matter  of  charity  the  city  em- 
ployed men  it  did  not  want,  and  paid  a  low  rate 
for  their  labor.  I  venture  to  say  that  the  rate 
established  by  the  city  will  have  a  good  effect 
upon  the  laboring  market  outside. 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  rise  for  the  purpose  ot  with- 
drawing my  motion  to  reter  to  the  Committee  on 
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Salaries,  as  it  may  he  True  mat  a  special  commit- 
tee will  be  betcer  adapted  to  consider  the  subject. 
If  it  appears  alter  proper  consideration  that 
wages  should  be  increased,  no  one  would  be  more 
desirous  ot  voting  for  it  than  myself. 

Mr.  Parkman  formally  made  his  motion  to  refer 
to  a  Special  committee  of  live,  with  such  as  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  may  join. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick— I  hope  it  will  not  be  referred 
to  any  committee.  It  has  been  pretty  thoroughly 
discussed  for  two  evenings,  and  I  think  each 
member  of  the  Council  has  made  up  his  mind 
how  he  will  vote. 

Mr.  Connell— I  hope  the  order  will  prevail.  I 
consider  thar,  in  view  of  the  high  rates  of  provi- 
sions and  rent,  this  is  nothing  but  justice  for  us 
to  raise  the  wages  of  mechanics  and  laborers. 

Mr.  (Jove  of  Ward  1— I  think  the  city  of  Roston 
lias  something  to  say  about  this  matter.  I  am  in 
favor  of  paying  a  man  just  what  his  services  are 
worth,  no  more,  no  less.  It  is  our  duty  to  vote 
for  tne  protection  of  the  city  and  the  people  who 
inhabit  it.  It  is  unjust  to  vote  to  increase  the 
pay  of  every  man  who  works  for  the 
city,  whether  he  is  worth  it  or  not.  I 
do  not  believe  tbat  the  old  men  in  the 
departments  should  be  paid  less  than  new 
men  who  do  not  understand  the  work.  It  seems 
to  me  this  matter  ought  to  be  referred  to  the 
committees  on  the  various  departments  to  see 
what  the  men  working  there  are  worth,  and  have 
them  paid  accordingly.  I  shall  not  oppose  its 
going  to  a  special  committee. 

Mr.  Rosnosky— I  hope  members  will  vote  to  re- 
fer to  a  special  committee;  not  to  be  buried  there, 
but  to  have  a  report  in  four  weeks  under  our 
rules. 

Mr.  Pope  of  Ward  9— I  am  in  favor  of  the  re- 
solve. It  Is  remarkably  strange  how  these  gigan- 
tic schemes,  presented  from  certain  portions  of 
the  city,  meet  with  such  favor,  but  when  the  poor 
man  asks  lor  twenty-five  cents  additional  pay  he 
meets  with  such  opposition.  At  the  last  meet- 
ing, when  an  order  of  this  kind  was  pre- 
sented, the  gentleman  from  Ward  17  arose  as 
if  he  intended  to  oppose  everything  which 
came  from  the  workingmen.  Now,  I  cannot  see 
any  reason  for  this.  There  must  be  some  explo- 
sive substance  under  this  when  the  workingmen 
come  to  ask  'or  twenty-tive  cents  a  day  addition- 
al. Much  has  been  said  about  experience  in 
using  a  shovel  or  a  grub  hoe.  It  seems  to  be  tbat 
a  man  going  to  work  with  a  hoe  tomorrow  can  do 
as  much  work  as  he  will  ten  years  from  now.  Of 
course,  in  other  departments  skilled  labor  may 
be  required.  It  has  been  suggested  that,  the  ap- 
propriations for  the  financial  year  have  been 
made,  and  that  this  resolve  cannot  be  passed.  I 
remember  when  an  appropriation  tor  the  Mar- 
cella-street  Home  was  made,  but  they  came  in 
afterwards  and  asked  for  nearly  as  ninch  more. 
If  we  vote  to  give  the  workingmen  twenty-five 
cents  additional,  and  the  appropriation  is 
not  large  enough,  it  can  be  easily  reme- 
died. Such  things  have  happened  in  this 
and  other  bodies.  In  the  United  States 
Government  there  is  always  a  deficiency 
in  the  appropriation  hill  which  has  to  be  made 
up.  I  hope  this  resolve  will  pass  and  not  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee.  The  poor  man  comes  up 
aud  ask3  for  this,  and  it  seems  to  me  it  is  a  rea- 
sonable request. 

Mr.  Bartlett — Gentlemen  do  not  seem  to  under- 
stand this  as  I  do.  A  gentleman  says  the  laborers 
have  asked  lor  more  pay.  I  have  seen  no  such 
petition.  I  am  in  favor  of  paying  men  what  they 
are  worth,  and  that  is  regulated  by  supply  and 
demand.  No  man  is  compelled  to  work  for  the 
City.  He  can  work  tor  A,  B  or  C,  as  he  pleases. 
I  understand  there  is  an  order  in  force  that  the 
boss  carpenters  cannot  charge  the  city  of  Huston 
more  than  82  a  day  for  tlieir  men'.  They  are 
paying  their  men  tbat,  and  the  bosses'  are 
working  lor  fun.  I  think  it  should  lie 
left  to  the  beads  of  departments  to  ' 
pay  men  what  they  are  worth  aud  be  gov- 
erned by  the  market.  A  gentleman  say"  that 
if  the  city  of  Boston  increases  the  pay  of  laborers 
and  mechanics,  the  men  outside  will  have  to  do 
the  same.  Gentlemen  will  recollect  that  when 
the  trouble  occurred  on  the  Boston  &  Maine  Rail- 
road, the  superintendent  said  he  could  nil  the 
road  with  men  at  the  wages  he  was  paying.'  The 
strike  occurred  and  he  did  so.  If  the  city  does 
increase  the  pay  of  laborers,  it  will  not  govern 
the  prices  outside. 

Mr.  Harry  of  Ward  1C— It  is  a  well-known  fact 
that  the  moment  the  manufacturer  advances  the 


price  on  goods  the  merchant  will  have  to  do  so, 
and  so  it  is  with  the  grocer,  the  provision  dealer 
and  the  landlord.  Today  we.  are  shipping  from 
this  and  other  ports  of  the  United  States  bread- 
stuffs,  and  we  have  to  pay  more  for  everything 
that  enters  the  laboring  man's  home.  Allow- 
ing that  he  can  live  on  a  dollar  and  seventy- 
five  cents  a  day,  he  has  nothing  left.  I  hope 
we  will  pass  this  resolve  so  unanimously  that 
when  it  goes  down  stairs  the  other  board  will  do 
the  same. 

Mr.  Emery  of  Ward  18— I  wish  to  explain  the 
vote  which  I  suppose  I  shall  have  to  give.  The 
argument  has  gone  on  as  though  the  city  ot  Bos- 
ton was  a  charitable,  institution,  and  the  men  un- 
der it  were  our  wards.  The  insinuation  is  thrown 
out  that  those  voting  against  this  resolve  are  vot- 
ing against  the  interests  of  the  poor  men.  1  rise 
to  say  that  nothing  of  that  kind  can  be  attribut- 
ed to  me,  although  I  shall  vote  against  tnis  re- 
solve. I  should  just  as  soon  think  of  paying  all 
men  alike  in  the  paving  department,  as  to  select 
them  by  the  color  of  their  hair  or  the  length  of 
their  noses.  The  city  should  pay  each  man  just 
what  he  is  worth.  If  a  man  is  worth  two  or  three 
dollars  a  day,  pay  him  that. 

Mr.  Mathews  of  Ward  21— It  seems  to  me  the 
question  does  not  turn  wholly  od  the  addition  of 
twenty-five  cents  per  day,  but  whether  the  city 
shall  or  shall  not  pay  more  or  less  than  outside 
parties.  The  statement  has  been  made  that  cer- 
tain laborers  and  mechanics  receive  two,  three 
and  four  dollars  a  day.  As  I  understand  it,  it  is 
a  very  different  class  of  mechanics  and  laborers 
from  those  employed  by  the  city.  We  all  know 
that  water  will  seek  its  own  level.  If  outside  con- 
tractors pay  more  than  the  city,  there  is  nothing 
to  compel  the  laborers  to  work  for  the  city,  and 
the  laborers  will  leave  and  go  where  they  can  get 
more  pay. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Parkman  objected,  because  it  would  cut  off 
his  motion  to  refer  to  a  special  committee. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11  opposed  the  ordering 
of  the  main  question,  aud  desired  to  offer  as  a 
substitute  a  resolve  substantially  in  the  form  of 
the  one  offered  at  the  last  meeting  and  passed, 
instructing  the  committees  to  use  their  influence 
with  the  superintendents  of  the  departments  to 
pay  the  laborers  two  dollars  a  day.  There  was  no 
reason  why  the  mechanics  should  fare  differently 
from  the  laborers. 

The  Council  refused  to  order  the  main  question 
—27  for,  30  against. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Costello  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered,  and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman  to 
refer  to  a  special  committee  of  five  with  such  as 
the  Hoard  of  Aldermen  may  join,  was  adopted- 
yeas  33,  nays  25: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bartlett,  Beal,  Brimbecom, 
Brown,  Child.  Dana,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Far- 
well,  Ford,  Freeman,  Gove,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hos- 
ley,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Mathews,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P. 
Morrison.  Mullett.  Parkman,  Pratt,  Pray,  Ros- 
nosky, Smith,  Swan,  Viles,  Wakefield,  Wharton, 
Wheeler.  Whitmore— 33 

Nays— Messrs.  Barry,  Boyle,  Conuell,  Costello, 
Cotton,  Cronin,  Daly,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J. 
Doherty,  Fitzpatrick, Folan,  Maguire,  McCormick, 
J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  McNamara, 
Means,  Murphy.  Pope,  Qtugley,  Rogers,  Teevan, 
Walsh,  Welch— 25. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs. Bigelow,  Bowker, 
H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Denney,  Fisk, Green 
ough,  Hagar,  Harding,  Huntress,  Powers,  Wil- 
liams—13. 

Mr.  Parkman  moved  a  reconsideration.    Lost. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Wakefield  of 
Ward  23,  McLaughlin  of  Ward  7,  Dana  of  Ward 
14,  Pope  of  Ward  9,  and  Teevan  of  Ward  19  on 
said  committee.     Sent  up. 

MAKCELLA-STIIEET    HOME  BUILDING. 

Mr.  Brimbecom  called  up  the  special  assign- 
ment for  eight  and  a  half  o'clock,  viz.: 

Order  recommended  in  the  report  of  the  Inves- 
tigating Committee  on  the  Marcella-street  Home 
appropriation,— ror  an  ordinance  to  be  reported 
to  provide  that  contracts  shall  not  be  made  for 
any  public  building  until  the  plans  and  specifica- 
tions f.ir  the  whole  work  are  completed.  ^C'ity 
Doc.  No.  01.) 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  passed. 
Sent  up. 

CITY  ARCHITECT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  or  Ward  12  the  rule 
was  suspended  to  enable  bim  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing: 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  who  were  re- 
quested to  /eport  an  ordinance  instructing  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts  not  to  pass  bills  without  the 
approva'  of  the  City  Architect  when  they  are  to 
he  paid  from  appropriations  based  upon  his  esti- 
mates, having  considered  the  subject,  present 
herewith  a  draft  of  an  ordinance,  and  respect- 
fully recommend  its  passage  by  the  City  Council. 
For  the  Committee, 

William  H.  Whitmore. 
An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  an  Ordinance  to  Establish  the  Office  of 

City  Architect. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  to  establish  the  of- 
fice of  City  Architect  printed  on  pages  136  and 
137  of  the  statutes  and  ordinances  of  1876,  is  here- 
by amended  as  follows:  Inline  14  of  section  20, 
after  the  word  "Architect"  insert  the  following: 
"No  order  authorizing  the  erection  or  repair  of 
any  public  buildings  shall  be  passed  by  the  City 
Council  until  the  plans  and  estimates  shall  have 
been  furnished  to  and  approved  by  the 
hoard  or  head  of  a  department  in  charg- 
of  the  work.  All  bills  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  such  work  shall 
be  submitted  to  the  City  Architect  for  ex 
amination,  before  presentation  to  the  Auditor. 
The  Architect  shall  indorse  on  each  bill  his  ap- 
proval or  his  reasons  for  not  approving,  and 
shall  promptly  return  the  same  to  the  board,  com- 
mittee or  head  of  a  department  in  charge  of  such 
work." 

Sect.  2.  In  the  same  line  of  section  20,  strike 
out  the  word  "advance,"  and  insert  the  words 
the  "City  Architect." 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  ordinance 
was  passed  to  a  second  reading  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Bartlett  of  Ward  14  called  up  the  special 
assignment  for  9%  P.  M.,  viz.: 

An  ordinance  toamend  an  ordinance  to  estab- 
lish the  office  of  City  Architect. 

Mr.  Bartlett  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Brimbecom  moved  to  amend  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  Whitmore  supported  the  amendment,  stat- 
ing that  such  matters  should  be  considered  by 
the  committee  in  charge  of  the  department,  and 
after  the  merits  of  the  case  have  been  decided 
upon,  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances to  draft  an  ordinance  in  proper  form.  As 
a  member  of  that  committee  he  desired  to  pro- 
test against  this  matter  being  sent  to  them  to 
decide  upon  its  merits. 

Mr.  Bartlett  accepted  the  amendment,  and  the 
subject  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings. 

ANNUAL  EXAMINATION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Libra- 
ry, to  whom  was  referred  the  proposed  amend- 
ment to  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  Public 
Library,  regarding  the  appointment  of  an  exam- 
ining committee,  having  considered  the  subject, 
would  respectfully  report  the  amendment  in  a 
new  draft,  as  follows. 

For  the  Committee,  E.  B.  Hagajr. 

An    Ordinance 

To  Amend  an  Ordinance  in  Relation  to  the  Public 

Library. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  l.  The  ordinance  in  relation  to  the 
Public  Library,  passed  May  10,  1878,  and  printed 
on  pages  57  and  58 of  the  supplement  to  the  stat- 
utes aud  ordinances  of  the  year  1878,  is  hereby 
amended  by  striking  out  section  4  of  said  ordi- 
nance. 

Minority  Report. 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  dissents  from  the  report  of  the 
majority,  oelieving  that  it  is  advisable  to  have  an 
examining  committee  annually,  intended  to  make 
a  thorough  investigaiion  of  the  state  of  the 
public  property  in  the  library.  Such  committee 
should  not  be  appointed  by  the  persons  in  care, 
and  his  Honor  thi  Mayor  seems  to  be  the  most 
suitable  person  to  select  the  committee.  The  fol- 
lowing changes  in  the  ordinance,  in  accordance 
with  the  order  as  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  are  herewith  recommended. 

Respectfully,  William  H.  Whitmore. 


An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  an    Ordinance   in  Regard  to  Public 

Library. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  in  regard  to  Public 
Library,  as  printed  on  pages  57  and  58  of  the  sup- 
plement to  the  statutes  and  ordinances,  is 
amended  by  substituting  for  section  4  the  follow- 
ing: "Section  4.  The  Mayor  shall  annually  ap- 
point an  examining  committee  of  not  less  than 
five  persons,  not  members  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees, who  shall  examine  the  library  and  make  a 
report  of  its  condition  to  the  City  Council." 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  substitute  the  minori- 
ty for  the  majority  report. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting  at  a  quarter  before  nine  o'clock, 
and  the  reports  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CITY  TREASURER. 
Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23  submitted  a  report  rec- 
ommending the  election  of  Alfred  T.  Turner  as 
City  Treasurer.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

THE  USE  OP  BATES  HALL  OF  THE  PUBLIC 
LIBRARY. 

Mr.  Dudley  of  Ward  4  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Libra- 
ry, who  were  requested  to  report  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  opeoing  Bates  Hall  one  or  more  evenings 
of  each  week,  beg  leave  to  report  that  in  their 
opinion  the  subject  should  be  referred  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library,  whose  position 
enables  them  to  judge  better  of  the  advisability 
of  the  proposed  measure  and  of  the  practicability 
of  carrying  it  into  effect.  The  committee  would, 
therefore,  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Libra- 
ry be  requested  to  report  to  the  City  Council  upon 
the  expediency  of  opening  Bates  Hall  one  or 
more  evenings  in  each  week  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  persons  desirous  of  consulting  books  of 
reference;  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  ex- 
pense of  doing  so. 

Order  passed.    Sent  up. 

THE  OFFICIAL  REPORT. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Printing  be  directed  to  adver- 
tise for  proposals  for  reporting  and  publishing 
the  proceedings  and  debates  of  the  Citv  Council 
for  one  year  from  the  1st  of  July,  1881,  and  make 
a  contract  for  the  same;  the  expense  thereof,  not 
to  exceed  $6000,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Printing.    Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

THE  FIRE-ALARM  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order— That 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment consider  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of 
substituting  a  still  alarm  for  the  present  system. 
Passed.    Sent  up. 

SALARIES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order  that 
the  Clerk  of  Committees  be  instructed  to  prepare 
and  have  printed  as  a  public  document  tables 
showing  the  salaries  paid  at  various  periods, 
similar  to  those  given  on  pages  three  to  twenty- 
nine  of  City  Document  No.  2  of  1877,  adding  those 
paid  in  the  financial  year  1880-81  in  place  of  the 
last  column  of  said  printed  tables,  and  any  ex- 
planatory notes  he  may  deem  proper;  the  expense 
to   be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Printing. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  the  document  referred  to 
was  out  of  print,  the  expense  will  be  very  slighr, 
as  it  is  only  about  thirty  pages.  On  his  motion 
the  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was  passed. 
Sent  up. 

COMMONWEALTH    AVENUE., 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  offered  the  following  : 

Whereas,  The  iron  fence  enclosing  Dortions  of 
the  park  on  Commonwealth  avenue  has  recently 
been  removed,  it  is 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Squares  be  directed  to  investigate  the 
matter  and  take  such  steps  as  they  may  consider 
advisable  to  discover  the  party  or  parties  com- 
mitting the  offence,  and  in  prosecuting  the  same 
if  found. 

The  order  was  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Wheeler  asked  for  some  reason  for  the  or- 
der, and  Mr.  Freeman  said  several  fences  had 
bee1'  removed.  He  did  not  know  who  had  a  right 
to  remove  them,  and  thought  the  Committee  on 
Public  (Irouuds  should  look  into  the  matter. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  thought  this  was  a  guy 
put  up  on  the  gentleman  from  Ward  2. 
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Mr;  Doherty  of  Ward  2  thou ght  the  gentleman 
Irom  Ward  10  hail  not  good   reason   for  offering, 
the  order,  and  moved  to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Mr.  Freeman — The  fact  remains  that  the  fences 
have  been  removed,  and  I  do  not  know  who  has 
authority  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Barry— As  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Sub-Committee  on  Fences,  I  have 
been  there  to  see  these  fences  three  or  four  times. 
About  all  i  he  people  in  that  vicinity  thought  they 
ought  to  come  down.  They  were  broken  and  you 
could  shake  them  ten  or  fifteen  feet.  To  put 
tbero  in  proper  repair  would  cost  three  or  four 
thousand  dollars.  The  sub-committee  thought 
they  ought  to  be  taken  down,  so  reported  to  the 
general  committee,  who  approved  and  gave  Mr. 
Doogue  instructions  to  take  them  down. 

Mr.  Freeman— I  still  insist  that  the  committee 
have  done  what  they  had  no  right  to  do. 

Mr.  Kosuosky— I  have  looked  at  the  proceed- 
ings of  last  year  and  do  not  find  any  order  to  re- 
move the  fences  on  Hlackstone  square.  If  the 
committee  want  to  take  down  or  put  up  a  fence 
I  would  ask.it  they  do  not  have  to  come  here  and 
get  authority.  I  think  the  order  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10  is  proper.  I  went  over  to  the 
reservoir  this  afternoon  and  found  all  the  fences 
from  Blackstone  square  stored  there,  and  it  must 
have  cost  a  pile  of  money  to  get  themthere.  The 
committee  claimed  last  year  that  the  fences  were 
of  no  value.  They  ought  to  have  sold  them  for 
old  iron,  and  not  put  them  where  they  would 
have  to  be  moved  so  soon.  I  hope  this  motion 
will  prevail,  and  it  the  committee  intend  to  take 
down  any  more  fences  they  should  ask  for  au 
thority. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  lost. 

Mr.  Farkman  of  Ward  9— An  order  was  passed 
in  the  early  part  oi  last  year  authorizing  the  com- 
mittee to  remove  the  fences  from  certain  of  the 
small  squares  of  the  city,  where  the  city  was  nor 
bound  to  maintain  them,  under  agreement  to 
sell  the  material  and  nay  the  proceeds  to  the  City 
Collector.  The  committee  have  not  sold  any  of 
the  material  because  they  did  not  deem  it  advis- 
able until  they  saw  whether  the  movement  to 
take  down  the  fences  was  generally  approved. 
I  think  that  what  the  committee  has  done  has 
met  with  general  approval.  We  consider  that 
we  are  saving  the  city  a  great  deal  of  money. 
Whether  we  shall  decide  to  sell  these  old  fences 
remains  for  further  consideration. 

Mr.  Wheeler  moved  to  amend  so  that  the  com- 
mittee should  also  give  reasons  why  they  have 
not  removed  the  fence  from  the  Old  Elm  en- 
closure on  the  Common. 

The  President  ruled  the  amendment  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  Freeman— I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  will  admit  that  the  order  or  last  year  does 
not  authorize  them  to  remove  any  fences  this 
year.  If  the  committee  will  come  in  and  ask  for 
such  authority,  I  will  agree  to  let  this  matter  lie 
over  another  week. 

The  order  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

PERMITS  FOB  WOODEN  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Fray  of  Ward  5  offered  an  order,  That,  un- 
til otherwise  ordered,  the  Committee  on  the  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings  be  authorized  to 
allow  the  erection  of  wooden  buildings  larger 
than  allowed  by  the  ordinance,  on  such  terras  and 
conditions  as  they  deem  expedient. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

I-RISCE   SCHOOLIIOCSE  YARD. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  whereby 
was  denied  a  second  reading  the  order  for  the 
purchase  of  about  3300  square  feet  of  land  for  the 
enlargement  of  the  Prince  Schoolhouse  yard,  at 
a  cost  not  exceeding  SI  1 ,000. 

Mr.  Pratt — I  understand  several  members  of 
the  City  Government,  and  I  presume  most  of 
those  who  voted  with  any  special  care  against  it, 
have  considered  the  matter  more  fully.  Some  of 
them  have  been  to  visit  the  locality    and  taken 

fiains  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  which 
ed  the  committee  to  report  in  favor  of  the  or- 
der. I  am  informed  that  the  party  owning  the 
land  Is  continuing  his  building  operations'  and 
driving  piles  upon  the  land  in  question,  and  will 
proceed  to  have  a  building  there  it  we  allow  it  to 
delay  much  longer.  Therefore  I  hope  the  motion 
to  take  from  the  table  will  prevail,  and  that  gen- 
tlemen will  be  allowed  an  opportunity  to  state 
some  reasons  why  the  vote  should  be"  reconsid- 
ered. 


Mr.  Wbitmore— I  hope  the  motion  to  take  from 
the  table  will  not  prevail.  It  is  now  quarter-past 
eleven.  The  Council  is  thinned  out  by  members 
having  gone,  and  It  is  not  a  suitable  time  to  dis- 
cuss such  a  change  of  opinion  as  the  gentleman 
asks  for.  I  shall  have  no  objection  to  taking  it 
from  the  table  and  specially  assigning  it  to  the 
next  meeting.  When  it  is  considered  it  will 
cause  debate,  and  I  think  it  will  be  out  of  place 
at  this  time. 

Mr.  Piatt— I  do  not  apprehend  that  it  will  lead 
to  a  long  debate.  The  object  of  laying  it  upon 
the  table  was  to  give  members  an  opportunity  to 
see  whether  they  will  reconsider.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  go  into  a  long  debate,  and  probably  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  stated  his  reasons 
as  fully  as  be  cares  to.  It  is  very  desirable 
that  the  matter  should  be  decided  one  way 
or  the  other.  The  lots  of  which  this 
is  a  part  are  being  built  upon  with  expensive 
houses,  and  the  parties  are  building  on  this  very 
land  we  are  taking.  If  we  postpone  it  until  next 
week  it  will  probably  put  it  out  of  our  way  to 
purchase  the  land  at  this  price. 

Mr.  Swan  of  Ward  24— It  seems  to  me  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  21  has  changed  his  views  con- 
siderably since  the  last  meeting.  It  could  have 
been  decided  at  that  time  when  it  could  have 
been  reconsidered.  Now  the  building  is  one  week 
urther  up  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  is 
desirous  that  it  should  be  decided  one  way  or  the 
other. 

Mr.  Bartlett— I  hope  the  motion  to  take  from 
the  table  will  prevail.  It  can  be  disposed  of  as 
well  tonight  as  any  other  time.  I  visited  the 
place  today  and  found  the  man  going  on  with 
the  building.  He  wants  a  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars more,  and  next  week  will  want  that  much 
more.    I  am  prepared  to  settle  it  tonight. 

The  motion  to  take  from  the  table  was  cr.rried— 
25  for,  13  against, — and  the  question  came  upon 
reconsideration. 

Mr.  Pratt— As  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Instruction,  I  desired  to  give  an  opportu- 
nity to  gentlemen  to  see  whether  there  was  not 
reason  for  changing  their  votes.  The  Committee 
on  Puhlic  Instruction  went  over  the  matter  very 
carefully,  aod  became  satisfied  that  the  Prince 
School  should  have  a  new  yard.  No  school  is 
satisfactory  without  a  playeround.  The  commit- 
tee found  it  very  desirable  to  take  a  piece  for 
additional  playground,  and  then  came  the  ques- 
tion of  price,  which  is  $3.25  a  foot.  It  is  greater 
than  the  assessed  value  by  a  considerable  sum. 
But  it  is  to  he  borne  in  mind  that  the  assessed 
value  was  taken  last  year,  and  prices  have  ad- 
vanced considerably  during  the  year.  Even  if  it 
were  twenty-five  or  fifty  cents  a  foot  more 
than  wo  ought  to  pay  for  the  land  we 
are  hardly  in  a  position  to  haggle  about  the  dif- 
ference. If  we  ever  take  any  laDd  for  this  yard, 
it  will  have  to  be  this  very  land,  and  we  will  not 
be  in  a  position  to  take  it  after  a  $25,000  house  is 
erected  upon  it. 

Mr.  LoveJl— I  would  ask  if  the  city  will  not 
have  to  spend  money  by  filling  where  the  piles 
are  driven  ? 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18— When  the  vote  was  taken 
last  time,  1  voted  aginst  taking  the  land.  Since 
then  I  have  examined  the  property,  and  from 
inquiries  of  people  not  employed  by  the  City  Gov- 
ernment I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  to  change 
my  vote.  I  don't  know  but  it  is  a  hi°h  price;  but 
the  fact  is.  that  man  owns  the  land,  and  we  have 
got  to  come  to  his  terms  or  not  have  any  yard.  I 
believe  it  will   be  a  good  investment  for   the  city. 

Mr.  Whitmore— At  the  last  meeting  we  had  a 
pretty  decisive  vote.  It  has  been  laid  over  and 
kept  back  until  there  is  barely  a  quorum  present, 
and  I  should  think  it  would  be  hardly  a  justifica- 
tion for  passing  such  a  vote  at  this  time.  But 
that  is  fair  enough  as  a  matter  of  tactics,  the 
gentleman  having  watched  his  opportunity  as  we 
do  occasionally.  The  Council  will  remember  that 
the  plans  shown  the  other  evening  pointed  out 
the  fact  that  the  school  does  not  need  more  land. 
The  gentlemen  have  broken  down  on  the  claim 
that  more  land  is  needed  for  more  light  and  air. 

Mi.  Doherty  of  Ward  7 raised  the  point  that  a 
quorum  was  not  present,  and  the  President 
stated  that  he  thought  there  was.  Mr.  Doherty 
said  he  did  n't  want  to  appeal  from  the  ruling  of 
the  Chair,  but  if  the  names  were  called  he  thought 
there  would  not  be  a  quorum  present. 

The  President— There  are  thirty-two  gentleman 
in  the  hall  and  the  Chair  sees  five  or  six  more  in 
the  ante-room. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  debate  was  entirely  on  the 
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question  of  requiring:  more  yard.  The  plans 
showed  coi  clusiyely  that  between  the  school- 
house  and  Newbury  street  there  is  as  large  a 
piece  ot  laud  as  it  is  intended  to  purchase. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  21  assured  the 
Council  that  there  are  restrictions  on  this  land 
which  will  prevent  the  city  Irom  using  it.  1  un- 
derstand that  to  be  the  exact  position  he  took 
then.  I  have  taken  t.ho  pains  to  get  an  opinion 
of  the  City  Solicitor,  and  in  reply  to  a  letter  to 
the  department,  received  this  answer: 

W.  //.  IVhitmore,  Esq.  :£  Dear  Sir— In  answer  to 
your  note  ot  inquiry  regarding  the  Prince  School- 
house  estate,  Mr.  Day,  the  City  Conveyancer,  fur- 
nishes the  enclosed  copy  of  the  deed  to  the  city. 
I  refer  tn  it  for  the  restrictions  in  full. 

The  land,  you  will  observe,  was  conveyed  "for 
the  purposes  ot  a  sehoolhouse."  This  phrase  in- 
cludes whatever  is  reasonably  incident  to  the  use 
of  the  land  for  sehoolhouse  purposes.  There  are 
no  restrictions  which  prevent  the  use  of  the  land 
between  the  building  and  the  street  for  an  open 
yard.  Yours  respectfully, 

E.  P.  Nettleton. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  place  a  copy  of  the 
deed  on  file.  The  gentleman  was  misinformed 
when  he  said  there  were  no  restrictions  whatever 
on  the  land  to  prevent  its  use  for  a  sehoolhouse 
yard. 

The  time  for  debate  upon  a  motion  to  lay  upon 
the  table  having  expired,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Park- 
mao  of  Ward  9,  Mr.  Whitmore's  time  was  ex- 
tended. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  obliged  to  the  Couucil  and 
the  gentleman  who  made  the  motion.  The  ques- 
tion is  simply  in  regard  to  the  purchase  of  this 
land.  We  are  not  paying  $11,000  for  that  which 
is  a  necessity  in  any  respect,  but  to  enable  that 
school  to  have  a  grass  plot  on  the  side.  If  you 
take  this  land  you  will  spend  this  $11,000  not  for 
a  necessity,  but  for  a  luxury,  and  I  submit  that 
should  not  be  done.  It  is  perfectly  competent 
ro  show  by  a  moderate  iron  lence  the 
limit  of  the  >ard,  and  a  brick  yard  is 
just  as  ornamental  as  a  grass  plot  for 
some  months  of  the  year.  I  think  the  case  is 
stronger  than  before,  and  1  hope  the  Couucill  will 
not  reconsider  the  action  taken  the  other  night. 

Mr.  Devlin  raised  the  point  of  order  that  there 
was  no  quorum  present.  On  his  motion  a  call  of 
the  roll  was  ordered,  with  the  following  result: 

Present— Messrs.  Bailey,  Bartlett,  Beal,  Bnmbe- 
coiu.  Child.  Devlin,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Emery, 
Farwell,  Ford,  Freeman,  Folan,  Hart,  Hilton, 
Lovell,  McCormick,  Mullett,  Murphy,  Parkman, 
Pratt,  Pray,  Rosnosky,  Viles,  Wharton,  Wheeler, 
Whitmore -27. 

Absent— Messrs.  Barry,  Bigelow,  Bowker,  Boyle, 
Brown,  H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Conuell, 
Costello,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Daly,  Dma,  Denney,  C. 
F.  Doherty,  Eddy,  Fi«k,  Fitzpatrick,  Gove,  Green- 
ough,  Hagar,  Harding,  fiosley,  Huntress,  Lauten, 
Maguire,  Mathews,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  Mc- 
Laughlin, McNamara,  Means,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P. 
Morrison,  Pope,  Powers,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Smith, 
Swan,  Teevan,  Wakefield,  Walsh,  Welch,  Wil- 
liams—45. 

Mr.  Pratt  moved  that  the  City  Mes-enger  re- 
quest members  in  the  ante-room  to  attend,  and 
toe  President  said  there  was  no  authority  for  do- 
ing so. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  call  for  the  enforcement  of 
the  rule,  that  the  President  declare  the  Council 
adjourned. 

The  President— Will  the  gentleman  point  out 
the  rule? 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  is  common  parliamentary 
law. 

The  President— It  is  perfectly  in  order  for  the 
gentleman  to  move  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

Mr.  Wheeler  asked  if  it  was  not  the  dutv  of  the 
President  to  declare  the  Council  adjourned  wheu 
it  appeared  that  a  quorum  was  not  preseur,. 

The  President— Will  the  gentleman  point  out 
the  rule  ?    The  Chair  does   not  know  such  a  rule. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  that  the 
ante-rooms  are  a  part  of  the  Council  Chamber,  and 
that  the  gentlemen  present  have  not  all  voted. 

The  President  directed  the  City  Messeuger  to 


invite  members  in  the  ante-room  into  the  Council 
chamber. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  desire  to  protest  against  any 
further  proceedings  in  this  Council,  on  the 
ground  that  any  action  which  shall  be  taken  will 
be  illegal.  I  claim  that  by  common  parliamentary 
law,  when  a  quorum  is  not  present,  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  President  to  declare  the  body  adjourned.  4 

Mr.  Wharton  rnised  the  point  ot  order  that  that 
was  not  the  question  before  the  house. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  protest  against  any  action  be- 
ing taken  after  this  time.  1  have  already  stated 
that  there  are  duties  which  devolve,  upon  the 
President,  because  he  is  directed  by  his  posi- 
tion to  preside  at  the  meetings  of  the 
Council,  and  no  busiuess  can  be  transacted  when 
there  is  less  thau  a  quorum  present.  Therefore, 
I  must  respectfully  protest  against  any  action 
being  taken  by  this  body  when  we  have  arrived 
at  a  period  when  there  is  no  quorum  present. 

Mr.  Devlin  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  re- 
fusing to  adjourn. 

The  President— A  motion  to  adjourn  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Devlin — Then  I  move  to  adjourn.  I  am  in 
accord  with  the  majority,  but  I  do  not  think  they 
want  this  order  passed  bv  only  twenty-six  mem- 
bers of  this  body. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  state  his  posi- 
tion. The  Chair  is  unaware  of  any  rule  govern- 
ing this  body  requiring  him  to  declare  it  ad- 
journed when  it  appears  a  quorum  is  not  present. 
The  general  parliamentary  rule  is  very  much  in 
doubt,  and  for  that  reason  the  Chair  declines  to 
enforce  any  such  doubtful  order.  For  that  rea- 
son the  Chair  leaves  it  with  the  statement  that 
no  busiuess  can  he  transacted  without  a  quorum. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pratt  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered  on  the  question  of  adjournment,  and  the 
roll  call  showed  yeas  14.  nays  13: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bartlett,  Beal,  Brimbecom, 
Connell,  Devlin,  J.  Doherty,  Ford,  Hart,  Hilton, 
Lovell,  Mulletc,  Murphy.  Pray,  Wheeler — 14. 

Nays — Messrs.  Child,  Costello,  Emery,  Freeman, 
Folan,  McCormick,  Parkman,  Pope,  Pratt,  Ros- 
nosky, Viles.  Wharton — 13. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Barry,  Bigelow, 
Bowker,  Boyle,  Brown,  H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp, 
Conlin,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Daly.  Dana,  Denney,  C. 
F.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Farwell,  Fisk,  Fitz- 
patrick, Gove,  Greenough,-  Hagar,  Harding.  Hos- 
ley,  Huntress,  Lauten,  Maguire,  Mathews,  J. 
A.  McLaughlin.  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  McNamara, 
Means,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P.  Morrison,  Powers, 
Quigley,  Rogers,  Smith,  Swan,  Teevan,  Wake 
field,  Walsh,  Welch,  Whitmore,  Williams— 45. 

The  Council  was  declared  adjourned. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY   5,    1881. 


Special  meeting  at  one  o'clock  P.  M  ,  Alderman 
Woolley  presiding. 

Absent,  Aldermen  O'Brien  and  Hersey. 

Five  grand  jurors  were  drawn  lor  the  present 
term  of  the  Superior  CrimiDal  Court. 

Alderman  Caldwell,  from  the  special  committee 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners in  regard  to  grade  crossings,  submitted 
the  following: 

Whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  acting  as 
Surveyors  of  Highways,  the  public  safety  and 
convenience  require  that  all  grade  crossings  on 
Charles  River  avenue  and  Warren  avenue  should 
be  discontinued,  it  is  therefore 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Commonwealth  be  requested  to  re- 
quire that  all  steam- railway  tracks  crossing 
Charles  River  avenue  and  Warren  avenue  in 
Charlestown  shall  be  placed  at  a  proper  elevation 
above  the  roadways  of  said  avenues. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Breck  presented  a  petitiou  from  Post 
G.  A.  R.  of  Brighton  to  attend  memorial  services. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Adjourned. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY   9,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'c!ock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Nine  petit,  for  United  States  Circuit  Court,  May 
term. 

Forty  traverse,  Superior  Court,  first  session, 
April  term. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges.  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners,  for  leave  to  erect  a  telegraph  pole 
on  Mt.  Washington-avenue  Bridge. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Calvin  A.  Rich- 
ards et  al.t  that  Northampton  street  be  paved 
with  granite  blocks  between  Washington  street 
and  Shawmut  avenue. 

A.  B.  Matthews,  for  brick  sidewalk  at  200  Com- 
monweal r,h  avenue. 

Hugh  Gibliu  et  al.,  that  C  street,  between  Fifth 
and  Seventh  streets,  be  paved  with  granite  blocks. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  two  curved 
tracks  at  their  stable  on  Tremont  street. 

Noreross,  Mellen  &  Co.,  et  al.,  that  Corn  court 
he  repaved. 

John  C.  Tobin  et  al.,  that  edgestones  be  set  and 
the  sidewalks  paved  with  brick  on  Smith  street, 
Ward  22. 

Highland  Street  Railway  Company,  for  a  loca- 
tion of  tracks  in  Walnut  avenue  and  Crawford 
street. 

John  M.  Washburn  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  a 
portion  of  expense  of  sprinkling  Chester  Park. 

Petitions  for  leave  to  move  wooden  buildings- 
two  by  C.  S.  Packard  and  three  by  Gardner  & 
Chandler. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  James  E.  Swan 
et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Arcadia  street. 

Catharine  Roche  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Creek 
street,  Ward  24. 

Elizabeth  F.  Nichols  et  al.,  for  extension  of  the 
sewer  in  Moreland  street,  between  Greenville  and 
Fairland  streets. 

Henry  M.  Snell  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Centre 
avenue,  Dorchester. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Frederick 
McLaughlin,  to  be  compensated  for  personal 
injuries  received  at  the  Normal  Schoolhouse,  on 
Newton  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  J.  P.  Monks's  estate,  two  old  brick,  one 
hundred  horses,  233  to  239  South  street,  Ward  12; 
John  Craig,  old  wooden,  four  horses,  private 
way,  rear  of  Washington  street,  iVard  25;  John 
Lauinger,  new  wooden,  two  horses,  German 
street,  near  Washington  street,  Ward  23. 

/  o  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  Isaac  M. 
Southwick,  for  leave  to  project  a  bracket  from  23 
Green  street  from  which  to  suspend  an  electric 
light. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Christopher  Menslage,  for 
leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Alger 
street,  rear  of  and  near  Dorchester  avenue,  Ward 
15. 

Harrison  Loring,  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  on  East  First  street,  rear  of  and  near  L 
street,  ward  14. 

Eastern  Railroad  Company,  to  erect  wooden 
addition  to  building  on  Orleans  street,  rear  of 
Everett  street,  Ward  2. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  George  D.  Low,  trustee,  for  permission 
to  remove,  at  his  expense,  twelve  old  cedar  trees 
in  front  of  estate  of  John  I.  Low,  on  Forest  Hill 
street,  Jamaica  Plain;  B.  F.  Dwight  et  al.,  that  a 
decayed  tree  opposite  4  Park  street  be  removed. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories.  Horace  T. 
Rockwell  and  other  officers  of  the  Massachusetts 
Volunteer  Militia,  for  the  establishment  of  a  rifle 
range  in  this  city. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  William  Aus- 
tin, to  give  musical  and  theatrical  entertain- 
ments at  Forest  Garden  during  the  ensuing  sea- 
son. 

Frank  P.  Stone,  for  leave  to  give  athletic  exhi- 
bitions at  the  Webster  Garden,  Ward  24,  during 
the  present  season. 


To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common.  George 
C.  Leach,  that  trie  sidewalk  around  Lewis  Park 
be  completed,  and  additional  trees  planted 
there. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  National 
Lancers,  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  June  14  for 
the  celebration  of  their  anniversary. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Parks.  Charles 
J.  Noyes  and  sixteen  other  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  for  a  marine  park  at  South 
Boston. 

Fred  C.  Floyd  and  thirty-seven  others,  in  favor 
of  the  proposed  marine  park  at  City  Point. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department.  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners,  for  a  new  engine  house  on 
the  Back  Bay  District. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges.  William  T.  Van 
Nostrand  et  al.,  that  Maiden   Bridge  be  watered. 

PETITION  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

A  petition  was  received  for  leave  to  locate  and 
use  steam  engines  as  follows: 

Codman  &  Shurtleff,  139-145  Columbus  avenue. 

An  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing 
thereon  on  Tuesday,  May  31st  inst. 

J.  S.  G.  S-«  eat  &  Chase,  for  permission  to  locate 
and  use  four  furnaces  for  melting  metals  at  5 
Haymarket  square. 

Henry  S.  Robinson,  for  leave  to  locate  a  boiler 
at  22  New  street,  East  Boston. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

HEARING  OE  PETITIONS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

A  hearing  was  bad,  in  accordance  with  order  of 
notice  returnable  this  day,  on  the  following  peti- 
tions for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  engines: 

Mowiy  &  Porter,  at  708  Washington  street;  G. 
W,  &  C.  R.  Miller,  at  369  Atlantic  avenue;  Bay 
State  Pump  Company,  at  21  Ciiarlestown  street; 
Oakland  Garden  Association,  at  Oakland  Garden. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Steam  Engines. 

THE    PROPOSED  ABOLITION  OF  THE    COMMISSIONS. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  took  up 
the  following  papers: 

Alderman  Curtis's  order  proposing  the  abolition 
of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  and  the  dele- 
gation of  their  powers  upon  the  Chief  Engineer 
of  the  Fire  Department,  etc.,  subject  to  the  con- 
trol of  the  committee  on  that  subject. 

Alderman  O'Br'en's  orders  for  the  appointment 
of  a  joint  committee  to  inquire  into  tne  opera- 
tions and  utility  ot  the  several  commissions,  and 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  their  abolition  or 
reduction. 

Alderman  Cuitis — I  move  that  these  two  orders 
be  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  this  Board 
with  such  as  the  Common  Council  may  join. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  suggest  that 
one  of  the  orders  refers  the  matter  to  a  joint 
special  committee. 

The  Chairman  read  the  following: 

Boston,  May  9, 1881. 

To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Honorable 
Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Boston :  Gen- 
tlemen—The undersigned,  fire  underwriters  do- 
ing business  in  Boston,  most  respectfully  but  ear- 
nestly remonstrate  against  any  change  in  the 
method  of  controlling  the  Fire  Department  of 
this  city  by  a  board  of  paid  commissioners.  They 
realize  the  security  from  fire  losses  which  has 
been  obtained  by  this  system,  and  which  has 
greatly  reduced  the  amount  ot  property  annually 
destroyed  by  fire.  They  would  point  out  that  the 
premiums  they  receive  for  insuring  property  are 
graded  by  the  losses  they  are  called  upon  to  pay; 
and,  in  consequence  of  the  efficient  work  of  the 
Fire  CouimisMon,  the  pro  erty  owners  of  Boston 
are  now  paying  at  least  $1,000',000  less  each  vear 
for  their  insurance  than  they  were  before  the  Fire 
Commission  was  created.  We  also  feel  certain 
that  the  abolition  of  the  Fire  Commission  would 
have  the  direct  tendency  to  iucrea^e  the  rates  of 
premium  on  insured  property  all  over  the  city, 
and  to  greatly  lessen  the  sense  of  security  now 
generally  felt. 

[Signed]  Neptune  Fire  &  Marine  Insurance 
Company,  by  George  F.  Osborne,  president; 
Roylston  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  by  Joseph 
W.Balch,  president;  Washington  Fire  &  Marine 
Insurance  Company,  by  Isaac  Sweeper,  president: 
Eliot  Insurance  Company,  by  George  A.  Curtis, 
president;  Manufacturers'  Fire  &  Marine  Insur- 
ance Company,  by  James  J.  Goodrich,  secretary; 
Shne  &  Leather  Insurance  Company,  by  John  c. 
Abbott,  president;  Commonwealth  Insurance 
Company,  by  Samuel  Appleton,  president; 
Prescott     Insurance     Company,     by     Franklin 
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Greene,  president;  North  American  Insurance 
Company,  by  Albert  Bowker,  president;  Franklin 
Insurance  Company,  by  E.  B.  Whitney,  president; 
Mere  intile  Marine  Insurance  Company,  by  George 
R.  Rogers,  president;  American  Insurance  Com- 
pany, by  Francis  Peabody,  president;  Dwelling 
House  Insurance  Company,  by  Arthur  W.  Hobart, 
president;  Massachusetts  Muual  Insurance  Com- 
pany, by  Charles  15  Cummings,  president;  Royal 
insurance  Company,  by  Foster  &  Scull,  agents; 
Mollis  &  Snow,  agents  of  Home  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  New  York,  and  others;  Thomas  L.  O'Bri- 
on.  general  agent  Fire  Association  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  others;  Sawyer  &  Blake,  agents  of 
Union  Insurance  Company,  and  others;  Reed  & 
Brother,  agents  of  Springfield  Insurance  Compa- 
ny, and  others:  W.V.  Hutchings,  agent  Delaware 
Mutual  Company,  and  others;  J.W.  Porter,  agent 
of  North  British  &  Mercantile  Company,  and 
Others;  L.  Burge,  Hayes  &  Co.,  agents  Water- 
town  Insurance  Company;  Charles  H.  Porter, 
agent  Williamsburg  City  Insurance  Company, 
and  others;  James  Goodman  &  Co  ,  agents  Glens 
Falls  Insurance  Company,  and  otuers;  William  A. 
Beattie,  agent  of  British  American  Ijisurance 
Company;  James  Swords,  agent  Girard  '.nsurance 
Company,  and  others;  H.  H.  Wesrgate,  agent 
Park  Insurance  Company,  and  others;  Crosbey  & 
Boit,  agents  Commercial  Union  Insurance  Com- 
pany, and  others;  Ellison,  Baker  &  Coolitlge, 
agents  Lancashiie  Insurance  Company,  an'i 
others;  Mercer  &  Whittetnore,  agents  .Etna 
Insurance.  Company,  and  others;  George  O.  Car- 
penter, general  agent  Western  Assurance  Com- 
pany, and  others;  C.  &  M.  Clark,  general  agents 
Westchester  Insurance  Company,  and  others; 
Stearns  Brothers,  agents  Manhattan  Insurance 
Company,  and  othets;  Jordan,  Lovett  &  Co., 
agents  Commercial  Insurance  Company,  and 
others;  Freeman  &  Vinton,  agents  Equitable 
Insurance  Company,  and  others;  Cheppu  & 
Brown,  agents  Bowery  Insurance  Company,  and 
others;  8.  A.  Faunce,  manager  of  Phoenix  In- 
surance Company,  and  others. 

Alderman  Caldwell — It  is  very  evident  to  me 
that  this  subject  will  be  referred  to  a  committee, 
and  I  wish  to  make  an  amendment.  I  offer  the 
following  as  a  substitute: 

Whereas,  Considerable  dissatisfaction  has  been 
expressed  by  members  of  the  City  Council  in  re- 
lation to  the  care  and  management  of  several  of 
the  departments  of  the  City  Government,  as  at 
present  constituted,  by  those  having  the  same 
under  their  control;  and 

Whereas,  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that 
the  several  departments  be  managed  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  city;  it  is  therefore 

Ordered.  That  a  joint,  special  committee,  to 
consist  of  three  members  of  this  Board  with  such 
as  the  Common  Council  may  joiD,  be  appointed 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  abolishing  the 
Fire,  Police.  Health,  Water,  Street  and  Park 
commissions,  and  the  establishing  in  place  there- 
of of  not  exceeding  two  boards  of  commissioners, 
who  shall  be  invested  with  the  powers  and  duties 
now  invested  in  said  commissioners,  and  shall 
also  have  placed  in  their  control  and  man- 
agement the  following  departments  of  the 
City,  and  any  others  that  may  be  deemed  advisa- 
ble, viz.,  City  Registrar,  Superintendent  of  Fan- 
euil  Mall  Markets,  Sealers  of  Weights  and  Meas- 
ures, Inspector  of  Milk,  City  Engineers,  City  Sur- 
veyor, City  Architect,  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings,  Inspector  of  Buildings,  Superintendent 
of  Common,  Superintendent  of  Lamps,  Superin- 
tendent of  Sewers,  Superintendent  of  Streets. 
East  Bn^tim  ferries,  Bridges  and  Public  Lands. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  wish  to  say  that  my  ex- 
perience in  the  City  Government  has  led  me  to 
become  very  much  in  ravor  of  commissions.  I 
believe  ourdepartments  are  managed  as  well  as 
departments  in  other  cities  are;  1  will  not  say 
they  are  manageu  perfectly.  But  as  this  subject 
en  brought  before  the  public  without  any 
petition  or  request  from  out-ide,  it  seems  to  me 
[be  whole  subject  should  be  laid  before  any  spe- 
cial committee  that  may  be  appointed,  so  that 
they  may  investigate  all  the  departments,  and  the 
manner  ID  which  they  arc  managed,  as  well  as 
those  in  charge  of  commissions.  If  any  depart- 
.an  be  improved,  now  is  the  lime  to  do  it.  I 
think  the  commissions  are  in  advance  of  our  old 
system,  and  I  am  in  favor  of  any  further  improve- 
ment that  can  be  made.  I  am  williDg  that  tile 
whole  subject  should  go  before  a  committee  to  be 
investigated.  I  am  in  favor  of  anything  to  ad- 
vance and  improve  the  management  of  the  de- 
partments, but    I    am  not  willing  to  go  backward. 


Alderman  Curtis — I  am  sorry  i  have  n't  any 
voice  with  which  to  answer  the  gentleman.  I  can 
see  no  benefit  to  come  from  the  substitute.  1  can 
see  nothing  but  an  attempt  to  kill  both  the  or- 
ders. The  gentlernin  has  brought  in  an  order  re- 
lating to  all  the  other  departments,  which  have 
no  earthly  bearing  upon  the  commissions.  These 
orders  have  been  introduced  with  a  view  to  es- 
tablishing a  Board  of  Public  'Works.  That  is 
what  the  city  of  Boston  wants.  But  the  Alder- 
man has  brought  in  an  order  relaung  to  the  Seal- 
er of  Weights  and  Measures.  What,  has  that  to 
do  with  the  commissions?  It  is  merely  Drought 
io  to  kib  the  other  orders.  I  believe  just  as  firm- 
ly as  I  believe  that  I  stand  on  this  floor  that  the 
public  demand  that  something  should  be  done 
about  these  commissions.  Now  we  have  asked  to 
have  these  orders  referred  to  a  special  commit- 
tee. Whit  better  can  we  do?  We  include  in 
them  all  the  commissions  it  is  necessary  to  act 
upon.  We  don't  want  to  make  boys'  play  by 
bringing  in  the  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measure's 
and  all  the  minor  departments.  What  have  'chey 
to  do  with  the  establishment  of  a  Board  of  Public 
Works?  I  am  sorry  the  gentleman  should  under- 
take to  kill  out  so  important  a  measure  as  this  is. 
I  do  not  propose  to  make  much  of  an  argument 
upon  it  this  afternoon,  but  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
treated  >n  that  way. 

Alderman  Caldwell— The  substitute  was  not  in- 
troduced to  kill  anything.  I  am  very  much  in 
favor  of  any  improvement  that  can  be  made  in 
any  department.  I  am  an  advocate  of  a  Board  of 
Public  Works.  I  believe  the  substitute  will  bring 
the  whole  subject  before  the  committee,  and  per- 
haps tbey  will  see  that  other  departments  should 
be  under  commissions. 

Alderman  Woolley  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  think  that  during  the 
past  week  the  Aldermen  have  read,  and  been  but 
tonholed  with,  remarks  in  relation  to  the  action 
of  this  Board  on  Monday  last.  Some  of  the  com- 
ments of  the  press  intimate  that  it  was  an 
understood  plan  to  upset  our  present  system 
of  government.  Now,  every  member  of 
this  Board  knows  there  was  no  understand- 
ing about  it;  that  we  had  no  method  planned  out 
to  make  any  change  whatever.  Alderman  Curtis 
gave  notice  a  week  previously  that  he  would  in- 
troduce an  order  to  abolish  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners.  The  order  I  introduced  was  a 
conservative  one.  Every  member  of  this  Board 
knows  I  am  opposed  to  commissions.  But  now 
when  they  are  established,  I  do  not  want  to  see 
them  abolished  unless  we  can  give  good  and  suf- 
ficient reasons  for  it;  and  when  an  order  was 
offered  to  abolish  the  Fire  Commission  I  thought 
it  was  a  very  proper  time  to  consider  the  expe- 
diency of  abolishing  other  commissions,  and  that 
it  would  be  best  to  inquire  into  the  management 
o'  other  departments  by  commissions;  because  if 
I  find  that  commissions  are  working  well  in  our 
City  Government,  I  should  hesitate  to  vote  to 
abolish  them.  The  only  reason  I  oppose  commis- 
sions is  because  1  Delieve  it  is  not  an  efficient  way 
to  carry  on  our  city  business,  and  that  it  is 
also  a  very  expensive  system.  The  substitute  ol 
the  gentleman  from  Charlestown  covers  every 
department  of  the  City  Government.  I  hardly 
think  it  is  necessary  to  ask  a  special  committee  of 
the  City  Government  to  go  over  so  much  ground. 
We  should  never  hear  the  end  of  it.  We  might 
be  in  continuous  session  for  three  years,  and 
then  no  committee  of  the  City  Government  could 
ever  agree  upon  a  plan,  if  they  had  to  go  over 
every  department  connected  with  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. It  is  an  erroueous  idea  that  commis- 
sions carry  on  the  city  Government.  They  do 
not.  They  carry  on  but  a  traction  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  larger  portion  of  the  Government  is 
carried  ou  faithfully  by  single  heads  of  depart- 
ments; and  the  men  who  talk  about  commissions 
ought  to  look  into  the  work  done  by  our  heads  of 
departments,  and  compare  it  with  that  accom- 
plished by  the  three-headed  commissions.  Do 
the  Aldermen  fully  understand  this  business? 
For  instance,  there  is  the  Pavins.  Department, 
whose  expenditures  last  year  were  $997,000.  Al- 
though we  may  believe  that  some  of  that  money 
was  foolishly  expended,  that  some  streets  were 
graded  and  paved  that  might  have  been  postponed, 
still,  no  man  can  pofnt  to  lhat  department  and 
say  out  that  every  piece  of  work  it  did  was 
faithfully  done  under  the  management  of  a 
single  Superintendent,  with  the  advice  of  the 
Committee  on  P  ving.  It,  is  not  the  committee 
which  runs  the  department.  They  listen  atten- 
tively to  the  advice  of  the  Superintendent,  and  it 
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is  the  Superintendent  upon  whom  they  rely  for 
carrying  out  all  the  details  of  their  work.  Take 
the  Lamp  Department.  It  is  run  in  precisely  the 
same  way,  at  an  expense,  last  year,  of  $398,000. 
If  you  strike  a  line  from  one  extreme  of  the 
country  to  the  other,  there  is  n't  a  department 
that  is  run  with  more  economy  than  this  one  is. 
Everybody  knows  what  it  is— under  one  single 
head,  with  a  salary,  I  believe,  of  $2800.  Then 
again,  the  Department  of  Common  and  Squares 
is  run  by  a  single  head,  spending  some  forly  to  fif- 
ty thousand  dollars  a  year.  You  must  have  a 
competent  man  at  the  head  of  that  depart- 
ment to  please  everybody.  His  work  is  all  before 
the  public.  He  cannot  hide  it.  He  has  to  be  a 
man  of  taste  and  talent.  But  what  would  you  do 
with  a  three-beaded  commission  in  that  depart- 
ment? I  don't  believe  they  would  ever  agree  to 
anything.  It  is  just  as  necessary  to  have  a  three- 
headed  commission  over  that  department  as  it  is 
to  have  one  over  any  other  department.  There  is 
the  Health  Department,  under  Superintendent 
Forristall,  spending  $335,000  a  year.  When  New 
York,  the  great  city  of  the  country,  wauts  advice 
about  the  best  way  to  take  care  of  her  streets, 
and  prevent  pestilence,  they  send  for  Mr.  Forris- 
tall. That  is  a  one-headed  department,  and  one 
that  every  citizen  of  Boston  ought  to  take  a  great 
deal  of  pride  in.  Where  would  be  the  advantage 
of  a  three-headed  commission  there?  Public 
Buildings— does  anybody  know  what  that  de- 
partment has  to  atiend  to?  During  the  past 
year  they  have  erected  schoolhouses,  sheds  for 
the  Health  Department,  completed  the  English 
High  and  Latin  School,  Grammar  School  at  Egles- 
ton  Square,  no  less  than  five  primary  schoolhouses, 
repaired  the  Prince  Scboolhouse,  and  ventilated 
quite  a  number  of  other  schoolhouses.  All  that 
work  was  done  under  one  Superintendent,  aud  it 
was  faithfully  done.  Mistakes  may  have  been 
made,  but  they  were  mistakes  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment that  ordered  the  work,  and  the  Superin- 
tendent is  not  responsible  for  them.  If  we  pass 
an  order  to  erect  a  high  school  at  an  extraordi- 
nary expense,  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Superin- 
tendent or  the  architect;  it  is  the  fault  of  the  City 
Council,  which  adopts  such  an  expensive  meas- 
ure. But  after  we  adopt  it  and  put  it  under  the 
charge  of  the  Superintendent,  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  work  is  well  and  faithfully  done.  These  are 
vour  single-headed  commissions.  That  is  the 
reason  I  talk  here,  time  after  time,  about  single- 
headed  and  three  -  headed  commissions.  My 
observation  in  the  City  Government  has 
shown  me  that  the  work  we  do  under 
a  single  head  is  far  superior  to  that  done 
under  your  three-headed  commissions  I  am  sat- 
isfied of  it;  but  still,  I  am  willing  to  inves- 
tigate, and  am  open  to  conviction  on  this  subject. 
I  am  willing,  after  a  trial  of  five  or  ten  years, 
more  or  less,  to  examine  into  the  working  of 
these  commissions,  and  if  1  find  they  are  working 
admirably  and  economically  for  the  city,  I  shall 
vote  for  them  just  as  freely  as  I  would  vote  for  a 
single-headed  commission  now.  There  is  the 
Printing  Department.  A  single  superintendent 
takes  care  of  all  the  printing  for  the  City  Govern- 
ment; and  it  is  no  little  work  to  do  it.  He  has  to 
look  into  the  wants  of  every  department,  ascer- 
tain what  blanks  and  other  matters  are  wanted; 
but  he  does  n't  ask  two  men  to  help  him  do  the 
work,  although  there  is  c  msiderable  labor  in  it. 
There  is  the  Sewer  Department.  It  is  run  by  a. 
single  head  and  a  very  competent  one,  too.  I 
don't  believe  the  department  could  be  run  better 
if  there  were  three  men  at  the  head  of  it.  This 
past  year  he  has  not  only  attended  to  the 
"business  of  his  own  department,  but  has 
built  the  Stony  Brook  improvement,  at  an 
expenditure  of  $100,000  so  far.  and  which 
will  amount  to  $175,000  or  $200,000  more 
before  it  is  completed.  There  is  the  Improved 
Sewerage  Department,  which  spent  last  year  $823,- 
000.  All  that  work  is  done  under  the  superin- 
tendence and  direction  of  our  City  Engineer. 
The  committee  are  merely  guided  by  his  advice; 
they  cannot  go  behind  or  before  it,  very  well.  He 
is  the  head  of  the  department;  he  is  the  adviser 
of  the  committee.  I  believe  the  work  is  done  as 
well  in  that  department  as  if  we  had  three 
expensive  engineeis  to  bring  forward  their  plans 
and  perhaps  disagree  about  everything  that  was 
brought  forward.  The  City  Engineer  not  only 
looks  after  the  improved  sewerage,  but  after 
bridges,  on  which  we  have  expended  during  the 
past  year  $106,000  or  $107,000.  Now,  what  I  meant 
to  show  by  what  I  have  said  so  far  is  that  a  large 
proportion  of  the  City  Government  work  is  done 


by  single-headed  departments;  that  the  work  is 
faithfully  done  and  could  not  be  improved  upon 
by  the  establishment  of  three-headed  commis- 
sions. Well,  how  much  do  we  pay  all  the  superin- 
tendents I  have  enumerated?  What  is  the  cost  to 
the  city  in  having  these  single  superintendents, 
doing  their  work  so  faithfully  and  efficiently  ? 
Their  salaries  amount  in  all  to  $24,100,  with  an 
expenditure  of  $3,463,000.  But  there  are  other 
important  departments.  TaKe  the  City  Collector. 
The  amount  received  by  that  department  the  past 
year  was  $13,605,000.  1  would  just  as  soon  think 
of  putting  three  collectors  at  the  head  of 
our  Collector's  Department  as  I  wonld  think 
of  putting  three  commissioners  at  the  head  of  the 
Water  Department.  The  principle  is  just  the 
same.  If  you  want  a  three-headed  commission 
in  the  Water  Department,  you  need  a  three- 
headed  commission  at  the  head  of  the  Collector's 
Department,  because  there  is  great  responsibility 
in  the  receipt  and  care  of  $13,600,000  in  a  year. 
That  department  is  run  with  one  efficient  collect- 
or and  his  numerous  clerks.  Has  n't  the  work 
been  faithfully  done?  Everybody  knows  it  has. 
There  is  the  Water  Registrar's  Department,  re- 
ceiving all  the  money  that  comes  from  the  water 
revenue,  and  passing  it  over  to  the  collector, 
and  included  in  the  sum  I  have  named. 
There  is  the  Treasury  Department,  pay- 
ing out  the  past  vear  on  the  Auditor's  drafts 
$13,728,000,  State  tax  $619,000,  for  Commissioners 
on  Sinking  Funds  aud  on  other  requisitions 
$2,441,000;  making  a  total  payment  of  $16,788,000. 
All  that  work  has  been  well  done  under  one 
head.  1  regret  to  say  that  dishonesty  has  cast 
rather  a  ,-tigma  on  that  department,  but  I  believe 
the  same  thing  might  have  happeneu  if  we  had  had 
half  a  dozen  commissioners  there  to  look  after  it. 
No  one  can  say  that  our  City  Treasurer  is  not  an 
honest,  straightforward  man.  He  has  only  been 
a  little  negligent,  and  perhaos  others  connected 
with  the  department  have  also  been  negligent. 
We  all  know  what  has  taken  place  there  during 
the  past  year.  Now,  take  the  money  expended  by 
the  commissioners:  Board  of  Health  $90,000,  sal- 
aries $9000;  by  the  Water  Commissioner^  $763,000, 
salaries  $9500;  by  the  Police  Commis.-ioners 
$879,000,  salaries  $9250;  Street  Commission- 
ers $419,000.  salaries  $9000;  Fire  Commissioners 
$599,000,  salaries  $9000;  making  a  total  of  $2,752,- 
000  expended  under  the  direction  of  our  boards 
of  commissioners,  drawing  $45,750  salaries  for 
their  work;  wheieas,  the  ^superintendents  who 
do  so  much  more  work  draw  salaries  of  merely 
$24,100.  You  can  see  that  for  a  fraction  of  the 
work  done  by  the  city  we  pay  these  three-headed 
commissions  $45,750,  while  the  single  headed  de- 
partments, which  do  the  larger  portion  of  our 
work,  are  paid  only  $24,100  in  salaries.  I  might  go 
on  and  tain  about  our  Water  Department.  1  have 
been  interviewed  by  the  papers — although  I  hai  dly 
thought  it  would  be  published — nud  s .rid  tha-  our 
Water  Department  wjs  inefficient,  that  we  have 
not  a  respectable  water  supply.  I  repeat  it  here, 
that  there  is  more  deception  in  that  department 
than  in  any  other  department  of  the  city.  They 
do  not  tell  us  the  whole  truth.  Put  your  ex-Engi- 
neer on  the  stand  ana  ask  him  about  our  Mystic 
water  supply,  and  if  he  tells  you  the  truth,  he  will 
tell  you  it  is'  worthless,  that  every  dollar  expend- 
ed ou  that  department  is  thrown  away.  Take 
your  present  Engineer  and  ask  him  the  same 
questiou.  A-k  him  to  tell  you  the  truth,  and  he 
will  tell  you  that  as  a  source  of  water  supply  the 
Mystic  is  worthless.  But  still  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton don't  know  it.  and  they  are  tryins  to  bolster  it 
up  in  the  Legislature,  but  they  cannot  do  it,  be- 
cause even  tne  legislators  >ee  through  it.  I  thiuk 
these  things  ought  to  be  better  understood  than 
they  are.  Take  your  Cochituate  and  Sudbury 
River  water,  aud  if  our  Board  of  Health  were 
constituted  of.  the  right  material,  instead  of  in- 
dicting little  nuisances,  they  would  indict  our 
source  of  water  supply,  because  it  has  been  too 
filthy  to  drink  for  the  last  six  months.  You  could 
not  take  a  mouthful  of  it  without  being  reminded 
of  a  dead  fish  or  something  of  that  kind.  You  nor 
only  drink  all  the  sewage  of  Natick.  but  when 
you  erect  a  new  State  prison  and  put  two  or 
three  thousand  convicts  there,  you  have  to 
take  all  their  sewage  into  your  water  sup- 
lily.  That  is  what  the  citizens  of  Boston  are 
di'ink'iug  today,  and  why  should  n't  they 
know  it?  A  great  den  1  has  been  said  dining  the 
past  few  months— and  I  think  a  great  many  things 
said  unjustly— about  tne  b'ire  Department.  I 
don't  believe  in  a  three-headed  commission  for 
the  File  Department;  but  from  my  observation  ot 
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the  Commissioners  in  that  department,  they 
have  done  their  work  as  efficiently  and  as  well 
as  any  of  their  predecessors.  It  we  are  going  to 
look  into  these  Department  Commissioners,  we 
ought  to  look  into  all  and  not  single  out  one  de- 
partment, i  ki.ow  that  the  order  I  offered  reads 
as  follows: 

"Whereas,  The  Boards  of  Fire,  Water,  Health 
and  Police  Commissioners  have  been  in  existence 
for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  develop  what, 
if  any,  good  results  have  followed  the  establish- 
ment of  said  hoards,  it  is 

"Ordered,  That  a  special  committee  of  three 
members  or  this  Board,  with  such  as  the  Com- 
mon Council  limy  join,  be  appointed  to  consider 
and  report  (as  early  as  possible)  upon  the  follow- 
ing subjects: 

"Firsi— The  expediency  of  carrying  on  depart- 
ments of  the  City  Government  by  means  of  com- 
missions. 

"Secoud— Whether  ir  would  nor  insure  greater 
efficiency  in  the  public  service  i'  each  depart- 
ment should  be  placed  in  charge  of  one  active, 
intelligent  commissioner,  instead  of  being  gov- 
erned by  a  board  of  three  commissioners,  as  at 
present. 

"Third— To  consider  whether,  if  it  should  be 
deemed  necessary  to  continue  the  present  system, 
the  method  of  their  selection  should  not  be  made 
uniform,  by  providing  that  the  commissioners 
shall  be  elected  by  and  held  directly  responsible 
to  the  people,  instead  of  a  parr  heiug  appointed 
by  the  .Mayor  and  cocfirmed  by  the  City  Council, 
and  others  being  elected  by  the  people,  as  ac 
present. 

"Fourth— To  consider  whether,  if  commissions 
are  continued,  responsible  citizens  who  would 
serve  without  pay  would  not  make  more  efficient 
eonjii'issioners  than  persons  who  would  seek  the 
positions  merely  for  the  salaries. 

"Fifth—  lo  consider  what  alterations  are  nf  ces- 
sarv  in  the  statutes  and  archives  to  regulate  the 
several  departments,  in  case  commissions  are 
continued." 

This  was  offered  as  a  conservative  measure,  and 
I  believe  it  is  such,  for  I  do  not  want  the  Fire 
Department  singled  out  and  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners abolished,  and  have  all  the  other  de- 
partments even  more  inefficient  allowed  to  go  on 
and  do  their  work  in  their  own  way.  Instead  of 
being  a  premeditated  thing,  I  don't  believe  the 
members  of  this  Board  >  f  Aldermen  had  any  un- 
derstanding about  it.  It  has  come  in  here  be- 
cause the  observations  of  the  members  have  led 
them  to  certain  conclusions  in  relation  to  the 
working  of  our  departments,  and  for  no  other 
reason.  As  I  said  before,  it  after  examining  into 
these  departments  I  find  them  efficient,  no  man 
will  vote  more  cheerfully  to  retain  the  commis- 
sions than  I  will. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  don't  see  but  that  the 
Alderman  agrees  with  ine.  My  object  in  offering 
the  amendment  was  to  bring  the  whole  matter  be- 
fore the  committee.  I  am  not  posted  enough 
about  the  water  supply  to  go  into  that  subject, 
but  I  think  it  will  bear'investigation.  I  don't  see 
but  that  we  agree  upon  the  matter  of  having  this 
whole  matter  go  to  a  committee.  I  am  in  favor 
of  advancement  wherever  it  can  be  made.  I 
think  our  present  system  of  commissions  far  bet- 
ter than  the  old  one,  and  if  a  special  committee 
can  recommend  anything  better  I  will  favor  it. 
I  have  no  particular  wish  about  it.  I  consult- 
ed no  one  about  putting  in  that  order.  It  seems 
to  me  that  if  we  investigate  this  matter,  the  com- 
mittee may  a3  well  take  in  all  the  departments. 
Let  them  take  in  the  Paving  and  Sewer  Depart- 
ments and  establish  commissions  of  three  or  six, 
whichever  Is  the  better,  and  make  a  Board  of 
Public  Works. 

Alderman  O'Brien — The  great  trouble  with  the 
Alaerman's  sunstitute  is  this:  We  all  understand 
what  the  departments  under  single  superintend- 
ents are  doing.  For  instance,  the  three  Alder- 
men on  tne  Committee  on  Lamps  know  what  is 
done  by  that  department,  and  how  it  is  done. 
The  three  Aldermen  on  the  Committee  on  Paving 
know*  everything  that  is  done  by  that  depart- 
ment: and  they  not  only  know  what  work  is  done, 
but  when  they  have  to  spend  five  or  ten  thousand 
dollars  they  come  before  this  Board  arid,  by  an 
order,  obtain  consent  to  spend  the  money.  The 
difference  between  the  single-headed  depart- 
ments and  the  commissions  is,  that  when  we  have 
voted  i  he  latter  a  certain  amount  of  money, we  never 
know  how  it  is  expended, except  at  the  end  of  the 
year  when  they  make  their  repent.  No  committee 
iv  control  over  their  department.    The  com- 


missioners expend  ju9t  what  they  please.  I  don't 
say  that  they  spend  it  improperly,  but  nobody  in 
the  City  Council  knows  how  it  is  expended. 
The  committees  on  the  departments  having  com- 
missioners are  merely  clerks,  you  might  say; 
they  look  over  a  few  items  and  bills,  but  give  no 
direction  as  to  the  expenditure,  and  have  no  con- 
trol over  it.  So  you  could  go  through  all  the  de- 
paitments.  There  is  a  committee  on  every  sin- 
gle-headed department,  who  know  precisely  how 
every  cent  of  money  is  expended.  The  Committee 
on  Common  is  a  joint  committee;  every  member 
ii  expected  and  I  believe  does  know  exactly 
how  much  money  is  spent  for  that  depart- 
ment and  how  it  is  expended.  But  in  the 
expenditures  by  the  commissions  we  never 
know  the  reasons  why  and  wherefore,  when 
they  spend  their  money."  That  is  the  difference. 
We'  might  get  information  by  looking  into  the 
affairs  of  the  commissions,  but  we  cannot  get  any 
information  we  are  not  aware  of  by  looking  into 
the  work  done  by  the  superintendents. 

Alderman  Caldwell — That  is  my  opinion  exact- 
ly. This  special  committee  would  be  composed 
of  men  from  committees  on  the  different  depart- 
ments.who  would  know  whether  it  is  best  to  put 
those  departments  under  commissions  or  not.  I 
should  like  to  have  this  whole  subject  considered 
by  some  committee. 

Alderman  Curtis— When  that  order  was  intro- 
duced, it  was  not  intended  to  single  out  any  de- 
partment. It  was  intended  to  cover  them  all.  I 
selected  the  Fire  Commission  not  because  I  had 
any  antipathy  against  that  department  more  than 
any  other,  but  I  intended  to  go  for  them  all,  as 
tar  as  1  could.  The  City  Council  cau  reach  only 
those  commissions  which  are  established  by  ordi- 
nance. Therefore,  there  must  be  two  reports 
from  whatever  commKtee  is  formed  here — one  re- 
lating to  commissions  established  under  ordinance 
and  one  relating  to  those  established  under  stat- 
ute. In  relation  to  the  latter  we  cau  only  instruct 
our  Mayor  to  petition  the  Legislature 'to  repeal 
those  laws.  There  is  only  one  commission  besides 
the  Fire  Department  that  we  can  reach  without 
going  ta  the  Legislature,  and  that  is  the  Board  of 
Health,  Now.  sir,  when  we  get  to  that  point — if 
we  ever  do — where  we  can  have  a  .superintendent  at 
the  head  of  every  department, and  then  form  them 
into  a  Board  of  Public  Works,  I  think  you  will 
have  something  tangible  that  the  whole  of  the 
citizens  or  Boston  can  depend  upon.  For  in- 
stance, make  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  one 
of  that  board — not  have  him  appointed  by  the 
Mayor,  but  elected  hy  the  citizens,  the  same  as 
the  Street  Commissioners  are  now.  Then  you 
will  have  a  Superintendent  and  a  Committee  on 
Streets;  they  know  exactly  what  is  going  on. 
\ou  have  the  head  of  the  Sewer  Department,  and 
he  will  belong  to  your  commission;  and  you  have 
a  Committee  on  Sewers,  and  they  will  know  just 
exactly  how  the  city's  money  is  expended  in  ihat 
department.  So  I  could  go  on  through  all  the 
city  departments.  I  do  not  see  why  we  should  not 
make  the  heads  of  all  these  departments  a  Board 
of  Public  Works.  Now,  why  hitch  on  al!  those 
little  offices  referred  to  in  the  Alderman's  substi- 
tute? If  he  desires  to  investigate  them,  let  him 
put  in  another  order.  It  is  put  in  as  a  stigma  to 
stop  it.  If  he  wishes  to  investigate  them,  let  him 
offer  an  order  for  another  committee. 

Alderman  Caldwell— The  substitute  merely  re- 
quests the  special  committee  to  consider  this 
matter  in  connection  with  the  other  depart- 
ments. If  there  is  any  hitching  on,  I  am  willing 
to  withdraw  it.  It  was  merely  intended  to  bring 
the  whole  subject  before  the  commiitee. 

Alderman  O'Brien— If  the  order  I  offered  is 
passed,  it  will  cover  about  the  same  thing,  be- 
cause no  committee  can  make  an  intelligent  com- 
parison of  the  work  of  the  commissions  without 
knowing  what  work  is  accomplished  under  the 
single-headed  departments.  Now,  in  relation 
to  the  remonstrance  against  the  abolition  of  the 
Fire  Commission,  that  has  been  sent  here.  It  is  a 
very  respectable  petition.  I  think  it  is 
deserving  of  fair  consideration.  But  the 
officers  of  the  Marine  and  Fire  Insurance 
companies  forget  one  thing,  that  after  all,  the 
Fire  Department  is  not  wholly  run  by  the  Com- 
missioners. It  is  run  by  our  chief  engineer, 
his  assistant  engineers,  nis  captains  and  his 
officers  aud  men  who  extinguish  the  fires.  It 
is  n't  run  by  tne  Commissioners.  We  have  an 
efficient  organization  outside  of  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners. I  believe  the  Fire  Commissioners  are  as 
efficient  as  any  other  Commissioners;  but  outsioe 
of  them  the  Fire  Department  is  perfect.     Again, 
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it  is  n't  right  for  them  to  give  the  credit  to  the 
Fire  Commissioners  for  the  low  rate  of  losses  by 
tire  for  some  years  past.  Why  have  they  not  been 
so  large?  Because  you  have  been  building  fire- 
proof storehouses;  you  have  been  making  fire- 
proof buildings  instead  of  tinder  boxes.  The 
great  fire  taught  us  a  lesson,  and  showed  us  that 
the  only  way  to  make  buildings  safe  was  to  make 
them  fireproof.  Again,  I  don't  like  to  hear  flings 
once  and  awhile  at  our  old  department.  When 
people  talk  about  the  Eire  Department,  they  say, 
Ob,  don't  go  back  to  old  times!  I  say  you  cannot  go 
back  to  the  old  times,  because  you  have  your 
steam  fire  engines  now,  which  the  old  department 
never  had.  If  it  is  meant  to  cast  a  fling  at  the 
men  in  the  old  department,  I  say  it  is  wrong,  for 
a  braver,  more  daring  and  manly  set  of  men  never 
existed  than  those  who  were  in  our  old  depart-  ■ 
mint.  They  worked  for  nothing,  and  I  believe 
they  worked  just  as  faithfully  as  thw  men 
who  are  now  paid.  It  is  all  nonsense 
to  talk  about  going  back,  because  you  can- 
not. You  have  your  steam  engines  and  horses  to 
do  the  work  now,  which  manly  courage  and 
muscle  did  before  they  were  introduced,  and  you 
cannot  go  back.  I  say  it  is  wrong  to  cast  flings 
upon  the  old  department.  Before  sitting  down  r 
would  call  attention  to  the  following  paragraph: 

"It  would  be  entirely  fair  to  direct  attention  to 
the  fact  that  those  who  are  understood,  to  be  most 
active  in  advocating  the  proposed  inquiry  with  a 
view  to  abolishing  the  commissions,  are  identi- 
cally the  same  men  who  have  been  most  strenu- 
ous for  appointments  of  political  partisans  as 
members  of  the  boards." 

That  is  from  the  Daily  Advertiser  of  today.  I 
pronounce  every  word  of  it  false.  I  don't  believe 
the  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  ever  urged 
the  appointment  of  any  Commissioners  whatever. 
That  matter  is  left  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
Mayor,  and  he  takes  that  responsibility.  I  don't 
believe  any  member  of  this  Board  who  has  brought 
forward  orders  in  relation  to  abolishing  commis- 
sions ever  recommended  any  person  to  the  Mayor 
for  this  commission  or  any  other.  If  they  did,  I 
feel  very  confident  the  Mayor  paid  very  little  at- 
tention to  them.  His  mind  was  made  up  and  he 
appointed  whoever  he  pleased.  We  put  that 
power  in  his  hands;  he  is  the  responsible  party, 
and  not  we.  He  never  consults  us  about  whom 
he  shall  appoint  and  whom  he  shall  not  appoint, 
because  it  is  none  of  our  business.  The  responsi- 
bility is  placed  upon  him  and  he  takt-s  it,  aud  I 
don't  think  the  members  of  this  Board  ever  did 
what  this  article  suggests— press  political  parti- 
sans upon  him. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  feel  a  little  complimented 
by  the  remarks  of  the  Alderman  in  regard  to  the 
old  Fire  Department.  I  should  n't  wish  to  have 
anything  I  have  done  to  be  considered  as  dis- 
respectful to  the  old  Fire  Department,  as  I  was  a 
member  of  it  for  twenty  years.  Still,  I  think  my 
substitute  is  about  right.  If  we  are  going 
into  this  matter,  why  not  take  up  the  whole  sub- 
ject? I  cannot  see  any  reason  why  we  should  not. 
I  shall  submit  the  question  for  the  action  of  the 
Board. 

The  substitute  of  Alderman  Caldwell  was  re- 
jected. 

The  order  offered  by  Alderman  O'Brien  was 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  O'Brien  the  order  of- 
fered by  Alderman  Curtis  and  the  remonstrance 
of  the  fire  and  marine  insurance  companies  were 
referred  to  the  joint  special  committee  to  be  ap- 
pointed. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

The  Chairman  appointed  as  the  special  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  the  Board,  Aldermen  Curtis, 
Viles  and  Slade. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Viles  the  Chairman  was 
added  to  the  committee. 

Sent  down. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Report  on  expenditures  on  Marcella-street 
Home,  with  order  for  Committee  on  Ordinance  to 
report  an  ordinance  that  contract  be  not  made 
for  any  public  buildings  until  the  entire  plans 
are  perfected.  (City  Doc.  61.)  Order  passed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Fire  Department  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  adopting  "still 
alarms"  for  fires.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Clerk  of  Committees  to  reprint  City 
Doc.  20,  of  1877,  showing  tables  of  salaries  that 
year  and  those  paid  in  1880-81.  Pasted  in  concur- 
rence. 


Repo-t  and  order  tor  trustees  of  Public  Library 
to  consider  and  report  on  expediency  of  opening 
Bates  Hall  on  one  or  more  evenings  each  week 
for  consulting  books  of  reference.  Order  passed 
in  concurrence. 

Directors  for  Public  Institutions. 

Report  on  filling  vacancies  in  Board  of  Direct- 
ors for  Public  Institutions,  and  recommending 
Asa  H.  Caton  aud  George  B.  Faunce  to  fill  the 
same.  Also  vote  of  thanks  to  Samuel  Little  and 
Charles  J.  Frescott,  retiring  members.  Report 
accepted  and  resolve  of  thanks  passed  in  con- 
currence. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Viles  the  Board  pro- 
ceeded to  bailor. 

Committee — Aldermen  Viles  and  Woolley. 

"Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Necessary  to  a  choice 7 

Asa  H.  Caton  had 10 

W.  J.  K.Evans 3 

Henrv  F.  Coe 3 

Clinton  White 2 

George  B.  Fauace 3 

Godfrey  Morse 2 

Dr.  James  A,  Fleming  1 

Mr.  Caton  was  elected  on  the  part  of  the  Board, 
and  a  second  ballot  was  taken  to  fill  one  vacancy. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Henry  F.  Coe  had 1 

W.J. R.Evans 6 

Godfrey  Morse  1 

Clinton  White 4 

There  being  no  choice,  a  third  ballot  was  taken. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

W.J.R^Evan? S 

Clinton  White 3 

J.  A.  Fleming i 

Mr.  Evans  was  elected. 

Sent  down. 

City  Treasurer. 

Report    nominating  Alfred  T.  Turner  as  Citv 
Treasurer.   Accepted  in  concurrence.   On  motion 
of  Alderman  Slade,  the  election  was  laid  over. 
Pay  of  Mechanics  and  Laborers. 

An  order  proposing  an  increase  in  the  wages  of 
all  mechanics  and  laborers  in  employ  of  the  city 
came  up  referred  to  Messrs.  Wakefield,  McLaugh- 
lin of  Ward  7,  Dana,  Pope  and  Xeevan  to  be 
joined. 

Alderman  Hersey— By  passing  that  order,  it 
seems  to  me  we  shall  commit  ourselves  to  an  ex- 
pression of  opinion  that  the  wages  of  all  laborers 
are  too  low.  For  one,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
whether  they  are  or  not.  I  think  the  matter  can 
be  left  to  the  superintendents  and  committees  to 
fix  the  wages,  and  I  do  not  think  the  interests  of 
the  mechanics  and  laborers  will  suffer  by  leaving 
the  matter  in  that  way.  I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  proper  to  raise  the  wages  of  all  employes  ot 
the  departments.  It  seems  to  me  that  insome 
cases  they  are  receiving  sufficient  compensation 
now.  In  some  cases  it  may  be  desirable  to  raise 
their  wages,  but  I  do  not  think  we  should  pass  a 
resolve  to  raise  them  all. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hersey,  the  resolve  was 
indefinitely  postponed. 

Fourth  of  July. 

The  order  relating  to  the  celebration  of  the 
Fourth  of  July  came  up  with  the  adherence  of 
the  other  branch  to  their  vote  for  $15,000. 

Alderman  Viles— When  I  made  that  motion, 
last  Monday,  to  insert  ten  thousand  dollars  for 
fifteen,  I  believed  that  ten  thousand  was  ample 
for  the  celebration.  I  have  in  my  hand  a  list  of 
the  amounts  expended  for  the  last  six  years, 
since  1  nave  been  a  member  of  the  Board,  for  the 
celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July.  In  1875  the 
amount  was  $9459.22;  in  187G,  $23,936.09  (the 
Board  will  bear  in  mind  that  that  was  the  centen- 
nial year,  when  we  had  people  here  from  all  over 
the  country;  it  was  a  sort  of  jubilee,  and  Boston 
did  a  good  tiling,  aud  the  monev  was  well  spent); 
in  1877,  §9505.15;  in  1878,  $9634.76;  in  IS79'.  $10.- 
026.39;  in  1880,  $10,494.86.  So  the  Board  can  see 
that  $10,000  is  about  the  amount  that  has  been 
expended  for  the  last  few  years,  and  1  believe  it 
is  ample.  But  when  you  consider  the  size  of  the 
committee— thirty-eight  able,  discreet  and  stal- 
wart men  on  one  side,  and  $10,000  on  the  other — 
the  amount  looks  rather  small.  I  am  willing  to 
imet  them  halfway,  and  make  the  amount  $12,- 
500.    I  move  t<>  so  amend  the  order. 

Alderman  Haldeman— While  on  this  subject  of 
appropriations  for  jollifications,  1  think  there 
should  be  some  consideration  for  other  depart- 
ments.   Some  time  since  the  City  Council,  with  a 
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great  deal  of  liberality,  voted  $2000  for  music  on 
the  Common  and  otber  squares,  to  be  spread  over 
the  entire  season.  You  exnect  us  to  give  good 
music  and  plenty  nf  it.  How  it  is  to  be  done 
with  that  appropriation  I  am  not  able  to  say. 
Now  there  is  no  hesitation  in  asking  for  $15,000  to 
be  expended  in  one  day.  The  question  is,  What 
is  the  purpose  of  these  various  appropriations  ? 
If  it  is  tor  the  glory  and  pleasure  of  the  people 
of  Boston,  there  are  many  ways  of  getting  at  it. 
The  Fourth  of  July  is  a  universal  holiday.  The 
exhibitions  in  tbe'city  and  Displays  on  the  Com- 
mon till  the  city  with  thousands  of  country 
people.  Our  best  citizens  try  to  get  out  of  the 
city,  away  from  the  turmoil  of  the  day.  The 
Common  is  injured  by  the  collection  of  the  vast 
crowds  of  people  ana  the  large  quantities  of  rub- 
bish left  there.  It  takes  a  long-  time  for  the  gra=s 
to  recover  from  the  effects  of  a  Fourth  of 
July  celebration.  The  stores  are  all  closed, 
and  no  money  is  left  in  the  city  ex- 
cept at  the  giu-mills.  The  city  gets  no  real 
benefit  from  such  a  celebration,  hut  take  our 
music  on  the  public  squares.  Take,  for  instance,  a 
concert  nti  the  Common,  Saturday  afternoon, and 
otber  parks.  It  is  generally  a  half-holiday ;  the 
stores  are  generally  closed  in  the  afternoon,  and 
the  shop  girls  and  salesmen  have  an  opportunity 
to  go  and  hear  the  music.  Country  people  come 
in  the  morning,  do  their  shopping  and  wander 
about  in  the  afternoon,  visit  the  Common  to  hear 
the  music  and  go  home  in  the  evening.  While  I 
am  in  favor  of  all  nroper  expenditures  to  bring 
people  here,  keep  up  our  hotels  and  make  every- 
thing attractive,  I  think  we  should  use  a  little  dis- 
cretion in  niaklug  these  expenditures.  While  I 
am  willing  to  vote  $15,000  for  one  day's  spree,  I 
think  the  CityConnc.il  should  gi%'e  tis  a  little  more 
for  a  spree  that  is  to  last  all  summer.  If  we 
could  couple  on  to  this  order  something  more 
for  music,  I  would  like  to  have  it 
done  before  it  gois  back  to  the  Common 
Council.  If  we  could  have  $4000  we  should 
be  able  to  give  music  that  would  be  a  credit  to 
Boston,  and  which  would  elevate  the  taste  of  the 
masses.  Heretofore  a  good  deal  has  been  said 
about  the  quality  of  the  music,  but  a  great  deal 
of  the  complaint  is  attributable  to  the  small 
amount  of  money  appropriated.  It  is  n't  possible 
to  give  bands  of  any  size  an  opportunity  to  play 
for  three  months  in  the  summer  with  such  a  small 
sum.  Before  this  matter  is  finally  acted  upon,  I 
hope  the  City  Council  will  reconsider  their  action 
in  regard  to  the  appropriation  for  Music. 

Alderman  Viies— The  Alderman  has  spoken  all 
around  this  question  and  brought  up  the  matter 
of  music,  for  which  an  appropriation  was  made 
some  time  ago.  I  am  williutr  each  subject  should 
be  acted  upon  on  its  merits.  I  am  willing  to  act 
upon  the  Fourth  of  July  order  now,  and  if  the 
Alderman  should  bring  in  an  order  about  the  mu- 
sic we  could  then  consider  it. 

Aldermau  Haldeman— If  that  is  the  case  I  move 
that  we  adhere  to  our  first  vote  of  $10,000. 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  Alderman 
Viles's  motion  >o  make  the  amount  $12,500,  and 
the  motion  was  lost  for  lack  of  a  two-thirds  vote 
— yens  7,  nays  5,  viz.: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Breck,  Caldwell,  O'Brien, 
Tucker,  Yiles.  Woolley,  Whitten— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Curtis,  Frost,  Haldeman,  Ker- 
sey, Slade— 5. 

The  Board  adhered  to  their  former  vote  making 
the  amount  $10,000— yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Sent  down. 

CITV    MESSENGER. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  consider  the  special  as- 
signment for  this  ses-ion,  viz.,  adoption  of  ordi- 
nance in  relation  to  duties  of  City  Messenger, 
with  certain  amendments  submitted  by  Alderman 
Breck. 

On  motion  of  Alderman   Breck,  the  subject  was 
further  assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 
LOCATION  ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  High- 
land Stieet  Railway  Company  accepting  the  loca- 
tion on  Canal  street  granted  Mav  2.  Placed  on 
file. 

EAST    HOSTON    PERRIES. 

Notice  was  received  of  the  organization  of  the 
Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries  by  the  election 
of  Thomas  L.  Jeuks  as  president  and  Horace  B. 
Butler  as  clerk.    Sent  down. 

PES  HITS     FOB     STAULES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 


Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stables  as  follows: 

Sarah  G.  Henry,  Seventh  street,  near  M  street, 
Ward  15,  provided  the  stable  be  located  on  ex- 
treme rear  of  lot;  Thomas  McGrath,  64  George 
street,  Ward  20;  Franklin  Holdeu,  Monadnock 
street,  near  Bird  stieet,  Ward  20;  South  Boston 
Railroad  Company,  on  P  street,  Ward  14;  Jennie 
L.  Johnson,  rear  656  Seventh  street,  Ward  15, 
provided  the  stable  is  located  on  extreme  rear  of 
the  lot:  Ora  Holman,  395  Medford  street,  iVard 
13;  William  J.  Cutler,  Island  street,  Ward  20. 

Severally  accepted. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Yiles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  ou  Streets  on  the  part  of  rhe 
Board: 

Order  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  in  laying  out  street  as  follows:  Na- 
thaniel B.  Daggett  $10,600,  extension  of  Essex 
street.    Passed. 

PERMIT  FOR,  LANTERN. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings: 

Reports  in  favor  of  grauting  the  following  peti- 
tion on  the  usual  conditions:  Edward  McAvoy, 
to  project  a  lantern  in  front  of  489  Tremont  street. 
Accepted. 

SEWER  REPORTS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Reports  and  orders  for  hearings  on  Monday 
next,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  the  expediency  of  construct- 
ing sewers  as  follows: 

Id  Hartford  street,  Dorchester,  southwardly 
from  Howard  avenue,  and  through  land  of  Wil- 
liam Gray,  Jr. 

In  Brooks  street,  between  Condor  and  Falcon 
streets. 

In  Fairfield  street,  from  the  passageway  be- 
tween Marlborough  street  and  Commonwealth 
avenue,  to  Boylston  street,  and  across  land  of 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  to  Huntington 
avenue. 

In  Broadway  (extension),  between  Harrison  av- 
enue and  Washington  street. 

Blue  Hill  avenue,  between  Quincy  and  May- 
wood  streets,  and  in  Maywood  street,  westerly 
from  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

Orders  severally  passed. 

Orders  to  build  sewers  as  follows: 

In  Harvard  avenue,  Brighton,  between  Cam- 
bridge street  and  Brighton  avenue. 

Iu  Columbus  avenue,  between  Berkeley  and 
Ferdinand  streets. 

Orders  passed. 

Order  of  notice  of  intention  to  take  land  of 
Cora  L.  Shaw,  William  Gray  and  others  for  sewer 
purposes,  and  for  a  bearing  thereon  on  May  23d, 
inst.,  at  4  P.  M.    Passed. 

CORPORATION  COUNSEL. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  recommend- 
ing the  election  of  John  P.  Healy  as  Corporation 
Counsel.    Accepted. 

A  ballot  was  ordered.  Committee— Aldermen 
Slade,  Breck. 

John  P.  Healy  received  12  votes,  the  whole 
number  cast,  and  was  elected  on  the  part  of  the 
Board. 

Sent  down. 

CITY     SOLICITOR. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  recommend- 
ing the  election  of  Edward  P.  Nettleton  as  City 
Solicitor.    Accepted. 

A  ballot  was  ordered.  Committee— Aldermen 
Slade,  Breck. 

E.  P.  Nettleton  received  11  votes  and  P.  A.  Col- 
lins 1,  ana  Mr.  Nettleton  was  elected  on  the  part 
of  the  Board. 

Sent  down. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Market: 

Lewis  C.  Ricker,  transfer  of  cellar  20,  Faueuil 
Hall  Market,  to  Ira  Hiland  and  George  H.  Chess- 
man. 

Hiland  &  Chessman,  transfer  of  cellar  19,  Fau- 
euil Hall  Market,  to  Lewis  C.  Ricker. 

Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Slade  stated  that  the  above  were 
simply  exchanges  of  cellars  to  better  accommo- 
date the  parties  in  using  their  stalls. 
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PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  and  orders  as  follows: 

To  furnish  aud  set  edgestones  and  pave  gutters 
on  H  street,  between  Seventh  and  Eighth  streets, 
and  gravel  the  roadway. 

To  grade  Essex  street  as  extended,  from  South 
street  to  Federal  street;  also  to  pave  the  roadway 
with  small  granite  blocks;  estimated  cost,  $3500. 

To  pave  South  street  between  Summer  and  East 
streets  with  small  granite  blocks;  estimated  cost, 
$5500. 

To  sprinkle  Long-wood  avenue  from  Parker 
street  to  the  Brookline  line,  at  not  exceeding  $115 
per  month. 

To  pave  a  portion  of  Dorchester  avenue  between 
Old  Colony  Railroad  and  Swett  street,  at  a  cost 
not  exceeding  $20,000. 

To  pave  Congress  street,  between  the  bridge 
and  A  street, with  small  granite  blocks;  estimated 
cost,  $10,500. 

To  grade  Newbury  street  between  Hereford 
street  and  West  Chester  Park;  estimated  cost, 
$8500. 

To  remove  the  decayed  wooden  pavement  from 
Court  square  and  repave  said  square  with  asphalt 
pavement:  estimated  cost,  $6000. 

To  pay  to  the  legal  representatives  of  the  late 
Gardner  "Warren  $1000  in  full  settlement  of  all 
claims  on  account  of  an  alleged  infringement  of 
his  patent  method  of  laying  pavements,  and  pro- 
vided they  shall  give  to  the  city,  without  further 
cost,  the  right  to  use  said  method  so  long  as  the 
patent  on  the  same  shall  continue. 

Orders  passed. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  petitions  of  C.  S. 
Judkins  et  al.,  that  crosswalks  be  laid  on  K  and 
Ninth  streets;  New  York  &  New  England  Rail- 
road Company,  for  a  crosswalk  across  Federal 
street  at  Summer  street;  A.  B.  Yetter  &  Co.,  to 
sprinkle  certain  streets  in  Roxbury ;  Cushing  & 
Bail  et  al.,  for  stone  crossing  across  First  street 
at  C  street.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  H. 
C.  Pickering  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  one-balf 
of  the  expense  of  sprinkling  Sawyer  street,  Ward 
19.    Accepted. 

Report  that  Cook  &  Handy  have  leave  to  sprin- 
kle certain  streets.    Accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  for  edgestones  in  front  of 
estates  of  S.  Q.  Currier,  Chestnut  street;  Ella  F. 
Judkins,  209  K  street;  South  Boston  Savings 
Bank,  211  K  street;  William  F.  Smith,  24  Perrin 
street;  on  Essex  steeet,  between  South  and  Fed- 
eral streets;  of  Patrick  J.  Owens,  7  Clarence 
street;  P.  H.  Coakley,  9  Clarence  street.  Orders 
passed. 

Report  and  order  for  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of 
estates  of  Mary  Jane  Christian,  201-205  K  street; 
W.  R.  Harding.  159  West  Chester  Park;  E.  B. 
Spinney,  K  street,  coiner  of  Ninth  street.  Order 
passed." 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Licenses: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  minors'  applica- 
tions as  follows: 

Minors'  applications  granted— Two  bootblacks, 
four  newsboys. 

Accepted. 

Amusement  licenses  granted— T.  E.  Halleck,  to 
give  musical  and  dramatic  entertainments  at 
Halleck's  Alhambra,  City  Point,  during  the  ensu- 
ing season. 

P.  T.  Barnum  et  al.,  to  exhibit  a  circus  and  me- 
nagerie at  the  Coliseum  grounds  for  six  days. 

Severally  accepted. 

Ordered,  That  the  license  No.  212,  heretofore 
granted  to  Bernard  McFadden,  a  minor,  be  re- 
voked for  violation  of  the  rules  of  this  Board. 

Passed. 

VENTILATION  OF  THE  ALDERMEN'S  CHAMBER. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  pro- 
vide apparatus  f  r  the  ventilation  of  the  Alder- 
men's Chamber,  City  Hall,  on  the  same  principle 
as  that  employed  iu  the  Council  Chamber,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  three  thousand  dollars;  the  ex- 
pense therefor'  to  oe  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion to  be  provided  for  that  purpose. 

Alderman  Woollev— I  present  that  order  under 
a  promise  to  the  gentleman  on  my  right.  I  would 
ask  thac  it  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  with 
the  accompanying  communication,  which  was  in- 


tended for  tne  Board  oi  Aldermen,  although  ad- 
dressed to  me. 

The  Chairman  read  a  communication  addressed 
to  Alderman  Woolley,  as  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings,  from  the  Glooe  Ven- 
tilating Company,  offering  to  provide  proper  ven- 
tilation for  the  aldermanic  chamber. 

The  order  was  recommitted,  and  the  communi- 
cation referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings. 

THE  CORLISS    PUMPING  ENGINES    FOR    IMPROVED 
SEWERAGE. 

Alderman  Haldeinan— About  one  month  ago  I 
offered  an  order  for  the  Committee  on  Improved 
Sewerage  to  make  a  certain  report,  which  was 
laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  an  Alderman,  in 
order  that  he  might  make  some  further  inquiry. 
As  this  is  a  question  of  some  importance.  I 
should  like  to  have  the  order  taken  from  the 
table  before  the  hot  weather  comes  on,  as  we 
may  have  a  long  siege  before  we  get  through. 

Alderman  Haideman  moved  to  take  from  the 
table  the  order  for  Committee  on  Improved  Sew- 
erage to  report  fully  in  print  all  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  alleged  rejection  of  George 
H.  Corliss's  proposal  to  provide  a  pumping  engine 
for  this  city. 

The  order  wa»  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Slade— I  move  that  that  order  be  in- 
definitely postpuned. 

Alderman  Haideman— I  hope  the  Alderman 
will  withdraw  that  motion.  This  question  is 
one  of  a  great  deal  of  seriousness,  and  has  made 
considerable  scandal.  If  the  Alderman  will  look 
at  that  order,  he  will  find  it  is  a  very  moderate 
one.  It  was  drawn  very  carefully  by  the  Clerk  of 
Committees,  who  understands  the  question  thor- 
oughly. This  subject  was  left  in  such 
shape  that  the  city  authorities  have  been 
attacked  publicly  by  prominent  newspa- 
pers. It  has  gone  abroad  that  injustice 
was  done  a  prominent  manufacturer,  and  intima- 
tions not  creditable  to  those  in  authority  have 
been  freely  thrown  out.  The  committee  could 
not  reply,  on  account  of  their  own  self-respect,  to 
these  vague  charges.  It  places  them  in  an  awk- 
ward position,  for  they  do  not  choose  to  go  into  a 
newspaper  controversy.  It  was  thought  that  if 
any  one  connected  with  the  City  Government 
would  ask  for  some  reply,  so  as  to  give  rhem  an 
opportunity  to  shape  an  official  one,  it  would 
come  with  a  better  grace.  The  order  is  extreme- 
ly moderate.  It  leaves  r  he  reply  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  committee.  There  are  no  chaises 
of  irregularities  or  favoritism.  The  com- 
mittee have  the  whole  thing  in  their  own 
hands,  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that 
if  it  is  disposed  of  in  this  summary  manner,  with- 
out any  attention  being  paid  to  it,  it  will  only 
make  the  matter  much  worse.  There  are  parties 
with  a  great  deal  of  influence  behind  this  affair. 
The  short  debate  we  had  a  month  ago  brought 
out  more  or  less  correspondence.  Iu  reply  to  a 
remark  made  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
I  have  a  letter  here.    The  remark  was  this: 

"Alderman  Slade— Mr.  Corliss  is  not  an  expert 
in  building  pumps,  ana  never  has  been.  I  don't 
think  he  has  ever  built  a  pump  that  has  not 
proved  a  failure." 

In  reply  to  that  I  have  a  letter,  which  1  wil  1 
read : 

Pawtccket  Water  Works,  ) 

Commissioners'  Office,        [ 

Pa-wtucket,  R.  I.,  April  18.  1881. ) 

To  Hon.  "Alderman"  Haideman:  Dear  Sir — 
Having  my  attention  called  to  an  article  printed 
in  theBoston  Evening  Transcript  of  April  12, 1881, 
which  reflects  upon  the  Pawtucket  Pumping  En- 
gine (it  having  been  built  by  Hon.  Geo.  H.  Cor- 
liss), I  take  great  pleasure  in  sending  you  a  set  of 
cards  taken  from  the  engine  and  pumps  on  the 
12th  lust.,  which  I  desire  you  to  show  to  any  ex- 
pert or  engineer  and  ask  his  opinion  of  the  same. 
They  were  taken  with  a  Crosby  indicator.  I  also 
send  you  a  copy  of  our  first  annual  report,  which 
gives  the  duty  of  the  engine  for  the  year  ending 
Jan.  31, 1881  (see  page  9),  and  I  have  yet  to  learn 
of  any  pumping  engine  that  exceeds  that  duty  in 
the  United  states. 

I  would  also  say  that  the  engine  only  runs 
twelve  hours  in  each  twenty-four  and  only  five 
days  in  the  week,  stopping  Friday  at  G  P.  M.  and 
starting  Monday  at  6  A.  M. 

I  also  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  a  special  re- 
port of  the  Water  Commissioners  to  the  honora- 
ble Town  Council,  dated  Dec.  8,  18S0  (see  page  22 
of  the  report),  with  the  action  of  the  Town  Coun- 
cil thereon. 
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I  now  desire  to  extend  to  you  or  any  of  your 
associates,  or  any  citizen  or  Boston,  a  cordial  in- 
vitation to  visit  our  works  and  inspect  the  same, 
giving  you  or  your  associates  the  privilege  of 
bringing  an  expert  with  you,  that  you  may  take 
the  weight  of  coal  and  mark  the  duty  of  the 
engine,  ana  thereby  prove  that  the  duty  is  what 
we  represent. 

I  will  also  give  you  cards  similar  to  those  sent 
from  either  the  pump  or  engine,  or  both,  taken  at 
sight  on  your  arrival.  I  do  not  wish  you  to  send 
word  when  you  are  coming,  but  drop  iu  at  your 
convenience,  as  we  know  what  eur  engine  does 
daily  and  we  need  no  preparation. 
Respectfully  yours, 

Edwin  Darling, 
Superintendent. 
By   and   with   the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Water 
Commissioners 

1  hope  the  Alderman  will  withdraw  his  motion 
to  indefinitely  postpone  this  order,  ana  that  we 
shall  pass  it,  and  the  committee  make  such  re- 
port as  they  think  proper,  and  as  will  cover  the 
various  allegations  made,  from  the  standpoint  of 
the  city.  I  -rant  the  city  to  be  protected  and  de- 
fendea.  I  am  not  here  as  a  champion  of  Mr.  Cor- 
liss or  his  engine,  but  am  standing  here  for  the 
character  of  the  City  Government.  I  hope  some 
reply  will  lie  made  to  these  general  allegations. 

Alderman  Slade— As  I  said  when  this  matter 
came  up  before,  it  seems  to  me  as  though  the 
Alderman  was  here  as  an  attorney  for  Mr.  Coiliss. 
The  lew' words  said  the  other  day  have  brought 
out  just  what  Mr.  Corliss  wanted,  and  that  is  a 
newspaper  correspondence.  1  don't  propose  to 
have  any  newspaner  controversy  with  Air. 
Corliss.  If  he  has  auythiug  to  do  with  the  city  of 
Boston  let  him  come  uo  here.  This  looks  like 
an  effort  to  bring  out  something  lor  Mr.  Corliss  so 
that  lie  can  keep  up  his  newspaper  correspond- 
ence. I  believe  it  is  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
city  that  this  order  should  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. Every  member  of  this  Board  of  Alder- 
men can  go  into  the  Engineer's  room  and  see 
every  letter  that  has  passed  between  the  commit- 
tee and  Mr.  Coiliss  in  relation  to  the  matter.  Now 
in  relation  to  those  Fawtueket  pumps,  there  is  a 
letter  up-stairs  directly  opposite  to  the  one  the 
Alderman  has  read,  and  it  the  Alderman  wants 
to  >ee  it  he  can.  I  hope  the  order  will  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  would  inquire  if  there  is 
any  contract  between  Mr.  Corliss  and  the  city  ol 
Boston  lor  building  machinery  ? 

Alderman  Slade — There  is  no  contract  between 
the  city  and  Mr.  Corliss,  and  never  has  been. 

Alderman  Hakleniau—  There  is  no  contract,  and 
no  statement  that  there  ever  has  been.  Kut  as  I 
understand,  Mr.  Corliss  made  a  proposition  to 
built  pumping  engines  to  do  a  certain  amouut  of 
work,  for  a  certain  sum  of  money.  Alter  some 
negotiations,  rhe  committee  agreed  to  accept 
those  pumps,  and  authorized  the  chairman  to 
close  the  contracts.  I  admit  that  the  contracts 
were  never  completed,  and  there  are  explana- 
tions of  that  which  we  want  to  get  at.  We  all 
know  the  eugmes  were  built;  we  know  that  the 
committee  went  to  Providence  and  saw  the 
pumps  at  worn.  Mr.  Corliss  would  not  have  gone 
to  tins  expense  without  some  basis  to  act  upon. 
We  know  that  the  impression  has  gone  abroad 
that  the  City  Engineer  would  not  allow  any  sys- 
tem to  come  in  here  except  his  own.  The 
allegation  is  that  the  committee  went  into 
this  thing  in  perfect  good  faith,  with- 
out consulting  the  City  Engineer  ;  but 
when  he  discovered  what  was  done,  every  appli- 
ance was  used  to  break  that  arrangement  and 
agreement,  and  it  was  broken  tluough  the  inter- 
vention of  middle  parties.  The  intimation  has 
been  thrown  out  that  unless  the  Leavitt  valve 
was  used,  Mr.  Corliss's  engines  could  not  come  to 
i'.osto  i.  It  is  alleged  that  interested  experts 
went  to  Providence  to  see  the  pumps.  Charges 
are  made  that  if  Mr.  Corliss  had  not  stood  out 
and  refused  to  be  blackmailed,  those  engines 
would  have  been  in  use  here  today.  I  waDt  to 
see  a  statement  from  the  standpoint  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  hear  their  reasons  why.  The  state- 
ment that  the  information  which  will  be  brought 
out  can  be  used  against  the  city  is  all  nonsense. 
There  is  no  reason  why  those  gentlemen  should 
be  required  to  keep  anything  secret.  This  going 
into  me  City  Engineer's  office  and  looking  at  ths 
letters  does  Dot  answer  the  question.  Mr.  Cor- 
liss believed  that  ic  was  intended  that  his  engines 
should  never  have  a  lair  trial,  anil  that  is  the  rea- 
son 1  want  the  committee  to  have  an  opportunity 


to  explain  it  in  their  own  way.  I  think  the  gen- 
tleman is  wrons  iu  trying  to  strangle  this  inquiry, 
for  the  information  will  come  sometime  or  other. 

Alderman  Slade— I  only  want  to  say  that  these 
allegations  must  have  come  from  Mr.  Corliss  and 
no  one  else.  Every  allegation  is  false  from  be- 
ginning to  end,  and  I  know  it.  The  Engineer  had 
no  more  interest  in  this  thau  any  one  else,  except 
to  get  the  best  pump  that  could*  be  obtained  for 
the  city  of  Boston.  I  know  that  the  Engineer 
asked  Mr.  Corliss  what  kind  of  an  engine  he  was 
going  to  build,  and  he  would  n't  tell  him;  he  was 
going  to  build  a  pump  and  might  want  to  get  a 
patent  on  It.  I  suppose  we  shall  see  all  this  in 
some  newspaper,  and  that  is  what  Mr.  Corliss 
wants. 

Alderman  Viles— It  seems  to  me  that  here  in 
open  board  is  not  the  place  to  discuss  this  mat- 
ter. Something  said  in  the  heat  of  debate  might 
be  used  against  the  city.  I  believe  in  the  com- 
mittee; they  say  it  ought  to  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned, and  I  shall  vote  that  way. 

Alderman  Haldeman— If  It  is  true  that  there 
are  matters  which  Air.  Corliss  might  take  advau- 
take  of,  they  ought  not  to  be  stated  here,  nut  I 
have  not  expected  that.  If  the  Chairman  says 
there  are  things  that  require  to  be  covered  up,  I 
would  withdraw  the  whole  subject,  as  I  don't 
want  any  legal  advantage  to  be  taken  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Hersey— It,  seems  to  me,  in  view  of 
what  has  been  said,  that  the  Alderman  had  better 
withdraw  his  order  and  move  tor  a  committee  to 
investigate  the  subject.  If  those  charges  are 
true,  it  seems  to  me  the  committee  should  be  in- 
vestigated. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  do  not  desire  to  Investi- 
gate the  committee.  I  think  that  order  was  prop- 
erly prepared,  and  that  what  it  proposes  is  the 
correct  thing  to  do.  The  committee  will  have  the 
thing  in  their  own  hands.  I  desire  them  to  state 
the  tacts  as  they  may  think  best,  and  do  some- 
thing officially  to  protect  the  honor  of  the  city.  I 
know  that  lylr.  Corliss  is  a  verv  singular  person, 
and  he  may  have  had  squabbles  in  his  business 
matters.  It  may  ne  proper  to  say  that  I  do  not 
know  him  personally,  and  that!  have  not  seen 
him  since  the  Centennial.  But  I  saw  the  same 
thing  there.  When  the  question  came  up  of 
furnishing  power  for  Machinery  Hall,  Mr 
Corliss  made  a  proposition  to  provide  for  it 
He  there  ran  against  experts,  as  be  did  here  and 
in  the  city  of  Providence.  He  does  n't  do  his  busi- 
ness as  other  people  do.  What  he  has  n't  got, 
he  creates.  He  will  not  take  a  contract  as 
ordinary  machinists  do,  with  detailed  speci- 
fications. He  is  not  a  dealer  in  cast  iron,  but 
a  creator  of  mechanical  life;  an  inventor. 
Id  Philadelphia,  however,  the  experts  were 
too  much  for  him,  and  he  found  such  difficulty 
that  he  abandoned  the  whole  thing.  Kids  were 
sent  broadcast,  and  appliances  and  machinery 
were  offered  for  the  building,  but  as  the  time  ap- 
proached for  the  Centennial  to  open,  the  man- 
agers found  there  was  not  enough  of  it 
In  their  trouble  they  called  upon  Mr.  Corliss 
Again  he  offered  to  furnish  the  machinery  in  a 
specified  time.  He  said  one  engine  would'do  the 
work,  and  he  would  furnish  it  without  cost;  and 
furthermore  be  would  not  exhibit  anything  in 
competition  with  other  manufacturers.  Experts 
said  one  engine  could  not  do  it:  Mr.  Corliss  said, 
"I  will  do  it."  Experts  said  that  an  eDgine 
of  sufficient  size  to  furnish  the  required  power 
would  be  noisy  and  shake  the  building  to  pieces; 
he  .said,  "  lhat  one  engine  shall  drive  all  the 
machinerv,  and  there  will  be  neither  noise 
nor  jar."  Finally,  they  could  not  get  other 
machinery,  aud  accepted  his  proposition  with 
a  good  deal  oi  uneasiness.  The  order  was  given, 
ana  the  engine  was  erected.  We  all  know  that 
engine  carried  about  eight  mile-  of  shafting; 
that  the  boiii-is  which  drove  the  engine  were  at 
a  great  distance  from  the  building.  I'he  experts, 
who  seem  to  know  all  about  those  things,  said 
the  steam  could  not  be  carried  from  the  boilers 
without  oondeiw  ig  and  filling  the  pipes  with  wa- 
ter. H-  replied  that  that  was  his  business.  The 
expansion  of  rhe  steam  pipes,  the  heating  of  the 
bearings,  all  had  to  be  provided  for;  and  that  en- 
gine drove  that  entire  machinery  without  noise 
or  tremor.  Under  the  shadow  of  that  engine  the 
Waltham  vVatch  Company  put  up  their  m  .st  deli- 
cate lathes  and  ran  their  works  m  sight  of  visit- 
ors. To  show  the  delicacy  oi  the  lathes  for  man- 
ufacturing watches,  1  will  state  that  just  out 
of  Jersey  City,  on  the  road  to  Philadelphia, 
a  factory  w.s  erected  tor  the  manufac- 
ture    ot     watches    soli!     years     ago,    and      it 
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proved  to  be  a  failure,  because  the  pass- 
ing trains  created  a  tremor  which  destroyed  the 
accuracy  of  the  lathes.  The  entire  machinery  was 
obliged  to  be  overhauled  and  laid  upou  plates  of 
iudia  rubber,  so  as  to  kill  this  tremor.  It  went  on 
for  awhile  with  more  or  less  success,  but  fiually 
the  factory  was  obliged  to  be  abandoned  as  a 
failure,  and  it  now  stands  a  wreck.  I  state  this 
to  shuw  hoo'  delicate  watchmaking  machinery  is. 
Yec  notwithstanding  the  short  distance  they  were 
from  the  engine,  at  the  Centennial  buildings,  the 
lathes  did  perfect  work.  These  were  all  im- 
possible things  which  Mr.  Corliss  did.  Just  as 
great  experts  as  we  have  here  in  Boston  pro- 
claimed that  one  engine  could  not  drive  twelve 
acres  of  machinery.  Yet  he  did  it,  and  did  it  in 
his  own  way.  A  great  deal  of  the  machinery  had 
to  be  inverted  for  the  purpose.  So  I  say  that  when 
a  gentleman  stands  on  this  floor  and  says  Mr. 
Corliss  is  a  failure,  he  is  a  very  bold  man.  I  claim 
that  Mr. Corliss  has  made  as  fine  machinery  as  there 
is  in  the  country ,and  when  he  says  he  will  furnish  a 
pump  for  the  city  of  Boston,  I  will  take  his  word 
as  quickly  as  I  will  the  word  of  those  who  are  now 
building  engines  for  the  city  of  Boston.  This 
pumping  of  sewage  is  somewhat  a  natter  of 
experiment.  Mr.  Corliss  agreed  to  take  that  risk. 
Wehaie  gone  on  spending  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars  erecting  pumps  we  know  nothing 
about.  If  they  are  successful,  so  much  the  better 
for  the  city  of"  Boston;  if  they  are  a  failure,  the 
city  of  Bostou  will  have  to  pocket  the  loss.  It  is 
alleged  that  his  work  was  refused  because  the  ex- 
perts would  not  allow  another  machine  to  come 
in  competition  with  their  owe.  The  engineers 
of  the  city  of  Bostou  do  not  dare  to  allow  George 
Corliss  to  come  to  Boston  and  put  ao  engine  beside 
one  designed  and  made  oy  tnemselves.  That  is 
their  objection,  and  it  is  not  because  they  are  de- 
sirous of  doing  the  best  for  the  cit\ .  1  think  the 
committee  have  been  overruled  by  the  engineers, 
and  that  tte.v  are  at  the  bottom  of  it.  Therefore, 
I  nope  they  will  let  the  public  know  the  reason.  I 
hope  the  order  will  go  through,  and  that  they 
will  reply  to  it.  There  is  not  a  thing  they  cannot 
reply  to  creditably  and  honorably. 

Alderman  Curtis— As  this  matter  is  com- 
ing to  a  vote,  I  cannot  let  it  pass  without 
saying  a  word,  although  I  am  not  versed  in  re- 
gard to  this  contract.  There  is  no  man  who 
would  vote  for  an  investigation  sooner  than  1 
would  if  I  thought  that  anything  had  been  wrong- 
ly carried  out;  but  if  we  take  up  a  lhing  where  a 
man  has  signed  no  contract,  wherf  he  has  pre- 
sented no  bill  for  anything,  1  do  not  see  any  use 
in  it.  I  understano  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee says  there  is  no  contract.  The  man  doesn't 
petition  for  anything;  he  has  sent  no  bill  here 
whatever.  If  we  take  up  this  matter,  you  may  be 
sure  it  will  cost  five  or  ten  thousand  dollars  to 
make  that  investigation.  There  being  no  con- 
tract with  Mr.  Corliss,  I  shall  vote  for  indefinite 
postponemont. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  admit  there  is  no  con- 
tract; and  why  there  is  no  contract  is  what  I  am 
trying  to  get  at.  I  will  go  a  little  closer  to  show 
why  there  was  not  a  contract*  It  was  a  series  of 
quibbles  from  beginning  to  end.  As  I  said,  it 
was  proclaimed  by  Knowing  ones  that  the  engine 
would  never  come  to  Boston.  There  was  a  con- 
stant quibble  as  to  the  location  and  room  for  the 
engine.  All  sorts  of  objections  were  made,  and 
in  the  contract  which  was  prepared  ready  for 
signature,  here  is  a  clause  that  made  the  trouble: 

"It  is  hereby  further  agreed  ihat  any  and  all 
questions  that  may  arise  between  the  parties 
hereto,  in  carrying  out  this  contract,  shall  be  re- 
ferred to  three  unprejudiced  persons  of  known 
integrity,  to  be  selected  oy  said  party  of  the  first 
parr,  and  approved  by  said  party  of  the  second 
part,  and  their  decision  shall  be  final." 

This  clause  was  objected  to  by  the  city  autho'i- 
ties  as  being  "new'  matter."  What  Mr.  Corliss 
insisted  upon  was  that  experts  should  be  se- 
lected ny  the  city  of  Bostou,  who  should  be  un- 
prejudiced and  subject  to  his  approval.  Thar  the 
city  would  not  agtee  to;  ihey  must  be  selected  by 
themselves,  without  regard  to  Mr.  Corliss.  He 
din  not  ask,  as  other  parties  usually  do,  when 
questions  of  difference  would  come  between 
them,  that  ti.e  city  should  name  a  man,  and  he 
one,  and  they  a  third ;  hut  that  the  city  should  se- 
lect its  own  men  and  he  approve  them  All  he 
required  was  that  they  should  he  competent  and 
unprejudiced,  and  not  creatures  of  Mr.  Leavi  t, 
who  was  hnilding  engines  by  the  plans  of  the  en- 
gineers, and  to  whom  Mr.  Corliss  relused  to  pny 
five  thousand  dollars  apiece  for  the  use  of  his 


valves.  You  will  find  Mr.  Leavitt  mixed  up  with 
this  whole  affair.  I  think  the  clause  put  into 
the  contract  by  Mr  Corliss  was  a  perfectly  fair 
one;  that  he  should  have  some  security  that 
the  experrs  sent  down  there  would  at  least 
be  unprejudiced  persons,  and  he  would  allow 
the  city  to  select  them.  The  country  is  large 
enough,  and  there  are  plenty  cf  experts.  It  is 
known  that  Mr.  Corliss  built  this  engine,  and  that 
it  was  l  ejected  by  various  quibbles.  It  is  the 
city's  standpoint  in  the  matter  that  I  want  to  get 
at.  I  think  the  quicker  some  action  is  taken  the 
better.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  the  pur- 
pose of  Mr.  Corliss  to  place  his  pumping  engine 
at  work  iu  one  of  the  Mechanics' Fair  buildings 
in  th-s  city,  and  the  oaly  fear  is  that  Mr.  Corliss 
and  many  of  us  will  not  live  long  enough  to 
see  the  city's  engines  running,  at  the  rate 
the  present  contract  is  dragging  along.  They 
should  be  seen  working  side  by  side.  The  cost  of 
these  engines  is  nothing  to  Mr.  Corliss.  It  is 
simply  his  reputation.  The  city  has  stated  to 
the  world  that  Mr.  Corliss  is  not  competent  to 
make  machinery  for  them,  after  he  had  gone 
to  the  expense  of  doing  so.  It  is  not  a  ques- 
tion of  the  few  thousand  dollars  he  would  re- 
ceive. He  can  sell  them  to  some  one  else,  and 
in  fact  I  understand  that  the  engines  have 
been  sold;  but  it  is  his  desire  that  the  citizens  of 
Boston  should  see  his  engines  at  work.  I  have 
no  idea  that  Mr.  Corliss  dreams  of  bringing  a  law- 
suit against  the  city.  1  don't  think  he  has  any 
legal  claim  againstthe  city, but  I  think  he  is  equi- 
tably entitled  to  some  consideration;  I  think  this 
behavior  is  all  wrong.  I  hepe  the  Board  will 
look  upon  me  and  my  interest  in  this  matter  differ- 
ently from  what  they  appear  to  have  done.  I  know 
nothing  about  Mr.  Corliss  personally,  aud  am  not 
here  as  his  attorney;  but  I  know  something 
about  machinery,  and  the  question  has  been 
pressed  upo.i  me  by  some  of  our  best  citizens  and 
business  men.  I  will  also  say  that  I  have  been 
urged  by  some  people  connected  with  the  Daily 
Advertiser,  who  believe  that  Mr.  Corliss  has  been 
illy  treated.  To  lay  upon  the  table,  or  strangle,  or 
crush  it,  and  quietly  pooh-pooh  this  matter,  is 
not  the  way  to  treat  it. 
The  mution  to  indefinitely  postpone  prevailed. 

SALARIES. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Salaries,  ro  whom  was  re- 
committed the  report  and  orders  establishing  the 
salaries  of  city  officers  for  1881  (City  Doc.  56),  beg 
leave  to  reuort  as  follows:  The  commntee  gave 
the  subject  of  salaries  careful  consideration,  and 
in  their  report  above  referred  to  recommended 
such  changes  as  they  believed  ought  to  be  made 
at  the  present  time.  Upon  reviewing  the  sub- 
ject they  see  no  reason  for  changing  their 
recommendations,  except  in  one  instance,  and 
therefore,  in  the  absence  of  any  specific 
instructions  to  the  contrary,  report  the  bill 
back  for  such  action  as  the  City  Coun- 
cil may  be  pleased  to  take.  The  exception 
referred  to  relates  to  the  salary  of  the  City 
Treasurer.  The  committee  received  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Committee  on  Nominal  ion  of 
City  Treasurer  recommending  that  the  salary  of 
that  officer  be  fixed  at  S8000  per  annum,  aud  that 
he  be  allowed  a  further  sum  of  $1000  for  services 
as  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Funds.  In  accord- 
ance with  the  recommendation  the  committee 
submit  heiewitb  a  new  draft,  of  the  order  estab- 
lishing the  salary  of  Citv  Treasurer. 
For  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  the  City  Treasurer 
for  the  year  beginning  on  the  1st  day  of  June, 1881, 
aud  until  otherwise  ordered,  shall  be  at  the  rate 
of  §8000  per  annum,  and  he  shall  be  allowed  the 
further  sum  of  $1000  per  annum  for  services  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  on  the 
Sinking  Funds;  to  be  paid  monthly,  subject  to 
the  deduction  of  any  and  all  sums  due  from  said 
officer  to  the  city.  The  City  Treasurer  shall  also 
be  allowed  a  sum  not  exceeding  817,400.  to  be  paid 
to  his  regular  clerks  during  the  salary  year,  iu 
monthly  instalments,  through  the  office  of  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts,  on  a  pay  roll  certified  to  by 
said  Treasurer.  And  he  shall  account  for  all  fees, 
moneys  aud  commissions  which  he  may  receive  iu 
his  official  capacity. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  am  surprised  that  the  com- 
mittee have  not  seen  fit  to  make  any  changes.  I 
cannot  but  think  that  hut  few  of  our  city  officials 
are  underpaid  at  present,  l  understand  that;  if 
this   is  indefinitely  postponed,  then  on  special 
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motion  we  can  change  the  salaries  as  we  see  fit. 
I  therefore  move  that  the  subject  he  indefinitely 
postponed. 

Alderman  Slade— I  understand  that  the  Alder- 
man means  that  after  this  report  is  indefinitely 
postponed,  any  changes  can  he  made  afterwards. 

Alderman  Hersey— That  is  what  I  mean.  I 
think  that  as  a  whole  the  salaries  are  light.  I 
think  we  cau  get  out  of  it  better  in  this  way,  and 
then  bring  salaries  up  on  their  merits,  as  we  see 
fit. 

Alderman  Slade— I  do  not  object  to  indefinite 
postponement.  This  matter  was  gone  over  very 
carefully  by  the  committee  and  they  discussed  it 
very  thoroughly,  and  became  satisfied  that  the 
report  we  offer  is  a  suitable  ODe  to  make.  I  do 
not  think  there  is  any  reason  in  the  world  be- 
cause we  increase  one  person's  salary  that  we 
must  increase  ail.  I  doubt  not  the  gentleman 
who  makes  this  motion  fixes  the  salaries  of  his 
employes  and  pays  them  according  to  their  abili- 
ty for  earning  their  pay.  Every  merchant  and 
business  man  does.  I  look  upon  this  as  a  sort  of 
business  move  on  the  part  of  the  City  Council, 
and  I  have  no  more  interest  in  it  than  any  other 
member  of  this  Board.  If  it  i«  the  feeling  of  the 
Board  to  indefinitely  postpone,  I  don't  object. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  should  like  very  much 
to  vote  for  au  increase  ot  the  salary  of  the  City 
Treasurer,  because  I  believe  it  should  be  done  on 
account  of  the  great  responsibility  he  has,  and 
the  enormous  bonds  which  must  be  given  to  the 
city.  But  I  think  the  committee,  in  their  judg- 
ment, have  shown  a  great  deal  of  favoritism  and 
injustice  in  other  directions.  I  would  like  this 
question  of  increasing  the  Treasurer's  salary  to 
be  laid  over  until  it  comes  back  accompanied 
with  an  increase  of  the  City  Collector's  salary.  1 
should  like  to  know  why  the  City  Treasurer's  sal- 
ary should  he  run  up  aiid  the  City  Collector's  be 
allowed  to  stand  where  it  is.  In  his  remarks  a 
short  time  ago,  the  Chairman  showed  that  the 
City  Collector  collected  $13,613,000.  I  hold  that 
the  organization  of  a  proper  force  of  col- 
lectors and  the  collection  of  the  public  moneys, 
is  a  much  more  important  duty  than  the  simple 
custody  of  the  money.  The  question  of  honesty 
is  about  equal.  I  will  admit  that  the  Treasurer 
has  the  money  longer  in  his  bands,  and  may  be 


more  liable  to  loss  from  unscrupulous  clerks  and 
officials.  There  is  another  question  in  relation  to 
the  City  Collector  which  might  need  explanation. 
Section  9  of  the  order  says : 

"Said  sum  shall  be  in  full  for  all  services  per- 
formed for  or  on  account  of  the  city  of  Boston 
and  county  of  Suffolk." 

The  same  provision  apueared  in  the  orders  for 
the  salaries  of  the  City  Auditor  and  Treasurer 
last  year,  hut  was  dropped  from  this  bill  for  some 
reason  or  other.  Now,  why  should  this  provision 
be  made  here,  and  the  Collector  restricted,  when 
his  responsibility  is  a?  great  as  the  Treasurer's? 
I  hope  the  order  to  increase  the  Treasurer's  sal- 
ary will  come  here  accompanied  with  a  suitable 
increase  for  the  City  Collector,  and  then  I  should 
vote  for  b3th  of  them. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  lost  by 
a  rising  vote — 5  for,  7  against. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  flaldeman, further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned 
to  the  next  meeting. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Salaries,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  the  inspectors  of  intelli- 
gence offices  and  other  members  of  the  Police 
Department  for  an  increase  in  salaries,  beg  leave 
to  report  that,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
annual  estimates  for  the  Police  Depart- 
ment were  based  on  the  rates  of  pay  as 
now  established,  it  first  should  be  ascer- 
tained whether  the  appropriation  for  that  de- 
partment is  sufficient  to  meet  the  additional  ex- 
pense in  case  an  increase  of  salary  should  be 
deemed  expedient.  The  committee  are  further 
of  the  opinion  that  the  Police  Commissioners 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
opinion  upon  the  subject,  and  would  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  order. 
For  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  certain  members 
of  tne  Police  Department  for  an  increase  of  sal- 
aries be  referred  to  the  Police  Commissioners, 
and  that  said  Commissioners  be  requested  to  com- 
municate to  the  City  Council  such  recommenda- 
tions in  relation  thereto  as  they  may  deem  expe- 
dient. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Breck. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MAY    12,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M.,  Andrew 
J.  Bailey,  President,  in  tne  chair. 

The  roll  was  called  by  direction  of  the  Presi- 
dent, with  the  following  result : 

Present— Messrs.  Barry,  Bartlett,  Beal,  Bigelow, 
Bowker,  Boyle,  Biimbecom,  Brown,  Child,  H. 
Clapp,  Connell,  Costello,  Cotton,  Daly,  Dana, 
Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Far- 
well,  Fisk,  Fitzpatrick,  Freeman,  Folan,  Hagar, 
Hacdiag,  Hart,  Hosley,  Mathews,  J.  A.  McLaugh- 
lin, McNainara,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Mulletc,  Pope, 
Piatt,  Pray,  Rogers,  Rosnosky,  Teevan,  Viles, 
Wakefield,  Welch,  Wheeler,  Whitmore— 45. 

Absent— Messrs.  H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Cronin, 
Denney,  J.  Doherty,  Ford, Gove,Greenougn, Hilton, 
Huntress,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Maguire,  McCormiok, 
P.  J.  McLaughlin,  Means,  P.  Morrison,  Murphy, 
Parkman,  Powers,  Quigley,  Smith,  Swan,  Walsh, 
Wharton,  Williams— 26. 

ADJOURNMENT  WITHOUT  A  QUORUM. 

The  President — The  Chair  aesiies  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Council  to  the  question  of  adjourn- 
ment for  lack  of  a  quorum.  The  Chair  is  of  the 
opinion — and  acted  upon  it  at  the  last  meeting — 
that  when  a  roll  call  discloses  the  fact  that  a 
quorum  is  no*  present,  it  is  then  in 
the  discretion  of  the  presiding  officer  to 
either  immediately  declare  the  Council  ad- 
journed, or  to  give  an  opportunity  for  mem- 
bers to  come  iu  and  make  a  quorum.  He  finds  it 
has  been  the  practice  of  presiding  officers  of  the 
Council  to  wait  a  reasonable  time  for  a  quorum  to 
appear,  and  to  immediately  declare  the  Council 
adjourned.  Seeing  those  two  practices  iu  former 
years,  the  Chair  suggests  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing order: 

Ordered,  That  rule  25  of  the  Rules  and  Orders 
of  the  Common  Council  be  amended  by  adding 
at  the  end  thereof  the  following:  "And  if,  on  the 
calling  of  said  roll,  it  appears  that  a  quorum  is 
not  present,  the  President  shall  immediately  de- 
clare the  Council  adjourned  to  the  next  day  of 
meeting." 

The  President  read  the  rule  as  it  would  stand 
if  amended  as  proposed. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  moved  the  reference  of 
the  order  to  the  Committee  on  Rules  and  Orders 
of  the  Common  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  hope  the  gentle- 
man will  withdraw  the  motion  for  reference,  be- 
cause the  event  against  which  it  proyides  is  just 
as  likely  to  occur  tonight  as  at  any  other  time. 
This  order  is  only  a  direction  to  the  pre- 
siding officer,  and  can  neither  add  to  nor 
take  away  any  general  powers  he  possesses 
under  parliamentary  law.  The  addition  to  the 
rule  is  so  simple  that  it  might  be  fully 
understood  by  all  members  present.  Although  I 
do  not  agree  that  the  rule  as  amended  would  have 
any  particular  effect,  except  as  an  expression  of 
the  opinion  of  the  Council,  I  am  willing  to  vote 
for  it  with  that  explanation,  for  the  same  reason 
that  1  was  willing  to  report  the  rule  without  any 
change.  The  power  of  the  presiding  officer, 
whenever  It  is  ascertained  by  a  count  that 
there  is  no  quorum  present,  to  immediately 
declare  the  Council  adjourned,  is  one  fortified  not 
only  by  Cushiug,  but  by  the  decisions  of  former 
Presidents.  In  this  connection  I  would  refer  par- 
ticularly to  the  decision  of  President  E.  O.  Shep- 
ard  in  1874,  at  a  time  when  the  matter  was  fully 
considered  and  discussed.  I  understand  this 
amendment  will  be  virtually  an  expression  of 
opinion  upon  what  is  already  parliamentary  law. 
1  wish  there  may  be  no  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
the  advisability'  of  passing  it,  particularly  as  it 
comes  in  the  form  of  a  suggestion  from  the  Chair, 
and  probably  not  without  due  deliberation  on  his 
part.  Although  I  cannot,  iu  view  of  the  decisions 
which  I  have  heretofore  read  and  rendered  on 
this  very  point,  allow  it  to  be  held  without  prot- 
est that  the  Council  can  abridge  the  powers 
given  to  the  President  by  general  parliamentary 
law,  yet  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  accept  it 
as  an  expression  of  opinion,  or  as  an  order  of 
this  Council.  Unless  the  gentleman  has  some  par- 
ticular objection  to  it,  I  hope  he  will  not  press 
the  motion,  liecause  we  are  as  liable  to  have  such 
a   matter  occur  tonight  as   at  any  other  time. 


There  might  be  some  delay,  and  the  committee 
not  be  able  to  report  at  the  next  meeting.  Unless 
the  gentleman  has  some  good  reason  to  doubt  the 
advisability  of  the  order,  I  hope  he  will  not  insist 
upon  the  reference.  If  he  has  any  particular 
doubts  as  to  the  advisability  of  the  rule,  I  should 
waive  my  objection  to  the  reference. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  have  a  pretty  definite 
reason  for  wishing  the  order  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee for  further  consideration.  I  have  great 
deference  for  the  learning  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  upon  parliamentary  matters,  and  also 
great  respect  for  the  position  which  the  President 
took  a  week  ago  in  construing  that  rule.  I 
think  the  position  which  the  Chair  took  was  en- 
titled to  the  highest  respect,  and  in  the  direction 
of  subserving  the  interests  of  the  body  over  which 
he  presides.  This  amendment  proposes  to  take 
away  a  right  of  this  assembly.  It  is  the  right  of 
every  assembly,  when  it  finds  itself  without  a 
quorum,  to  vote  an  adjournment,  and  as  I  under- 
stand it, the  assembly  at  such  a  time  has  the  right 
to  adjourn  to  a  time  certain  when  it  may 
hope  to  have  a  quorum  present  for  the 
transaction  of  business.  If  we  adopt  this 
amendment  and  make  it  obligatory  on  the 
President  to  declare  the  Council  adjourned 
when  it  appears  there  is  no  quorum,  then  follow- 
ing the  precedents  set  more  frequently  within  the 
last  two  or  three  years  than  before,  how  does  it 
operate  ?  Some  member  doubts  the  presence  of  a 
quorum;  a  roll  call  is  ordered,  and  it  is  found  that 
a  quorum  is  not  present;  then  the  Chair  arbi- 
trarily declares  the  Council  adjourned.  That  takes 
away  from  the  members  present  the  right  of 
moving  and  carrying  an  adjournment  for  a 
time  nearer  than  the  regular  hour  for  the  assem- 
bling of  the  Council.  Suppose  that  a  week  ago 
tonight  the  Council  should  have  been  considering 
questions  which  it  was  important  should  have 
been  decided  then.  The  gentlemen  who  left  the 
chamber  before  a  decision  was  reached, and  left  the 
faithful  minority  here  without  a  quorum  would 
have  put  it  beyond  the  power  of  the  Council  to 
act  that  night;  but  it  was  still  in  the  power  of  the 
minority  to  adjourn  to  the  next  day  or  evening, 
and  then  to  have  a  meeting  of  the  Council,  when 
the  matter  could  have  been  considered  without 
too  much  time  elapsing.  It  is  to  see  whether  it 
is  not  well  to  provide  against  such  a  contingency 
that  I  would  like  to  have  it  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee for  further  consideration.  I  think  it 
is  the  right  of  the  minority  of  the  body, 
when  it  finds  itself  without  a  quorum,  to  adjourn 
to  such  time  as  it  thinks  a  quorum  may  be  pres- 
ent—to adjourn  for  an  hour,  to  the  next  day,  or 
for  two  or  three  days,  when  it  can  complete  the 
business  which  it  is  necessary  to  complete,  and 
not  be  at  the  mercy  of  having  to  adjourn  to  the 
regular  time  for  assembling.  I  think  there  is 
sufficient  reason  for  having  this  rule  considered 
as  carefully  as  any  other  rule,  by  referring  it  to 
the  Committee  on  Rules  and  Orders  of  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  should  not  object  to  having 
the  matter  referred  to  the  committee  if  the  gen- 
tleman had  confined  himself  to  the  statement 
that  he  had  good  grounds  for  wishing  it  referred, 
but  as  he  has  proceeded  beyond  that,  to  state  a 
mistaken  view  of  the  law,  and  one  that  ought  not 
to  go  twenty-four  hours  without  contradiction,  I 
desire  to  call  his  attention  to  two  authorities 
which  I  think  he  will  consider  good.  I  wish  to 
read  two  paragraphs  from  Cushing  and  a  portion 
of  the  decision  of  President  E.  O.  Shepard  in  1874. 
[Mr.  Whitmore  read  paragraph  361  of  Cushing's 
Manual,  and  from  the  decision  of  President  Shep- 
ard in  1874,  in  support  of  the  principle  laid  down 
by  him,  that  under  the  rule  of  parliamentary  law 
and  the  practice  in  the  Common  Council  it  is  the 
power  and  duty  of  the  presiding  officer  to  declare 
a  body  adjourned,  when  it  appears  there  is  no 
quorum  present  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness.] I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Council  by  reading  the  authorities  or  going  into 
the  matter  further.  If  I  understood  the  gentle- 
man, his  idea  is  that  less  than  a  quorum  could 
not  only  adjourn,  but  could  adjourn  from  day  to 
day.  That  seems  to  be  so  entirely  opposite  to  the 
authorities  cited,  that  I  thought  the  reply  should 
go  along  with  his  statement. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  may  be  entirely  wrong  in  my  un- 
derstanding of  the  law,  but  notwithstanding  the 
extracts  read  by  the  gentleman,  still  I  thinK  it  is 
the  practice  of  assemblies  in  this  country  to  ad- 
journ from  day  to  day  by  vote  of  a  minority 
when  it  appears  that  no  quorum  is  present.  I 
still  think  the  order  should  be  referred. 
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Mr.  Hagar  ot  Ward  10— Even  if  it  were  impossi- 
ble to  adjourn  to  another  day,  in  case  of  an 
emergency  tbere  could  foe  a  special  meeting,  called 
by  the  Mayor  before  the  regular  meeting,  and  all 
the  needs  of  the  public  service  would  be  met  in 
that  way. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 
Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration.     Lost. 

DIRECTORS   FOR   PUBLIC   INSTITUTIONS. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment for  eight  o'clock,  viz  : 

Election  of  two  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions in  place  of  Samuel  Little  aDd  Charles  J. 
Prescott,  resigned. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bigelow  a  ballot  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Farkman  of  Ward  9  withdrew  the  name  of 
Godfrey  Morse,  on  whose  behalf  he  thanked  those 
who  voted  for  him  at  the  last  meetiDg. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21  withdrew  ifce  name  of 
George  B.  Faunce. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18  the  roll  was 
called. 

Present — Messrs.  Barry,  Bartlett,  Beal,  Bigelow, 
Bowker,  Bo.ile,  Brimbecom.  Brown,  Child,  H. 
Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Connell,  Costello, 
Cotton,  Cronin,  Daly,  Dana,  Denney,  Devlin,  C. 
F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery, 
Farwell,  Fi«k,  Fitzpatrick,  Ford," Freeman,  Folan, 
Gove,  Hagar,  Harding,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley, 
Huntress,  Lauten,  Mathews,  McCormick,  J.  A. 
McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Means,  N.  M.  Morrison, 
P.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Murphy.  Parkraan,  Pope, 
Powers,  Pratt,  Pray,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Rosnosky, 
Smith,  Swan,  Teevan,  Vlles,  Wakefield,  Welch, 
Wharton,  Wheeler,  Whitmore— 65. 

Absent— Me-srs.  Greenough,  Lovell,  Maguire, 
P.  J.  McLaughlin,  Walsh,  Williams— 6. 

Committee  to  collect  and  count  votes— Messrs. 
Bigelow  of  Ward  25,  Swan  of  Ward  24,  and  Mc- 
Laughlin of  Ward  7. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 65 

Necesearv  to  a  choice 33 

Asa  H.  Cat  on  had 43 

W.  J.  R.  Kvans 41 

James  A.  Fleming 22 

Clli  ton  White 15 

Godfrey  Morse 1 

Messrs.  Caton  and  Evans  were  elected  in  con- 
currence. 

Subsequently  the  certificate  of  the  "lection  by 
the  other  branch  of  Asa  H.  Caton  and  W.  J.  R. 
Evans  as  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  in 
place  of  Samuel  Little  and  Charles  J.  Prescott,  re- 
signed, was  read  and  placed  on  nle. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Notice  of  the  organization  of  the  Directors  of 
East  Boston  Ferries  by  the  choice  of  Thomas  L. 
Jenks,  President,  and  Horace  B.  Butler,  Clerk. 
Placed  on  file. 

Report  and  order  referring  to  the  Police  Com- 
missioners the  petition  of  certain  members  of  the 
Police  Department  for  an  increase  of  salaries, 
with  a  request  to  said  Commissioners  to  commu- 
nicate to  the  City  Council  their  recommendation 
on  the  subject.    Order  passed  in  concuirence. 

COBPOBATION  COUNSEL  AND  CITY  SOLICITOR. 

Reports  came  down  nominating,  with  certifi- 
cates of  election,  respectively— 
For  Corporation  Counsel— John  P.  Healy. 
For  City  Solicitor— Edward  P.  Nettleton. 
The  reports  were  severally  accepted.    On  mo- 
tion of   Mr.  Wharton  of    Ward   11,  the   rule   was 
suspended  and  the  Council  proceeded  to  ballot  for 
both  officers  at  the  same  time. 

Committee — Messrs.  Wharton  of   Ward  11,  Ros- 
nosky of  Ward  15,  and  Pray  of  Ward  5. 
The  ballot  for  corporation  counsel  resulted— 

Whole  number  of  ballots 54 

Necessary  for  a  choice 28 

John  P.  Healy 49 

Edward  P  Nettleton 2 

John  P.  Hilton 1 

Blauls 2 

Mr.  Healv  was  declared  elected  in  concurrence. 
The  ballot  for  City  Solicitor  resulted— 

Whole  number  of  ballots ,. 69 

Necessarv  for  a  choice 30 

Edward  P.  Nettleton 50 

P  A.Collins 6 

Robert  D.  Smith 1 

JameB  W.  Pope 1 

Blanks 2 

Mr.  Nettleton  was  elected  in  concurrence. 
Fourth  of  JvXy. 
The  order  for  the  celebration  of  Fourth  of  July 
came  down   with   the   adherence  of    the   other 


branch  to  the  vote  appropriating  ten  thousand 
dollars,  instead  of  fifteen  thousand  voted  by  this 
Council. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1  moved  that  the  Council  ad- 
here to  their  former  action. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  raised  the  point  of 
order  that  ibis  would  require  a  two-thirds  vote, 
ai-d  the  President  ruled  the  point  well  taken. 

Mr.  Whitmore  suggested  tfoat  Air.  Gove  amend 
his  motion  by  adding  that  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence be  asked  for,  and  Mr.  Gove  accepted  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  moved  that  the  con- 
ference committee  consist  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Fourtn  of  July  Celebration,  and  the  President 
said  the  rule  required  that  conference  committees 
should  be  composed  of  an  equal  numberfrom  each 
branch. 

Mr.  Gove's  motion — to  adhere,  and  ask  for  a 
committee  of  conference — was  lost; 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barry,  Bartlett,  Bigelow,  Bowker, 
Boyle,  Conlin,  Connell,  Costello,  Cronin,  Daly, 
Dana,  Denney,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty, 
Farwell,  Fitzpatrick,  Gove,  Lauten,  McCormick, 
J.  A.  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Means,  N.  M. 
Morrison,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett.  Murphy,  Powers, 
Quigley,  Rogers,  Rosnosky,  Teevan,  Walsh,  Whit- 
more—34. 

Nays— Messrs.  Beal,  Brimbecom,  Brown,  Child, 
H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Cotton.  Dudley,  Eddy, 
Emery,  Fisk,  Ford,  Freeman,  Folan,  Hagar,  Hart, 
Hilton,  Hosley,  Huntress,  Mathews,  Parkman, 
Pope,  Pratt,  Pray,  Smith,  Swan,  Viles,  Wakefield, 
Welch,  Wharton,  Wheeler— 31. 

Absent  or  not  voting  —  Messrs.  Greenough, 
Harding,  Lovell,  Maguire,  P.  J.  McLaughlin, 
Williams— 6. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  moved  that  the  Council 
concur  with  the  other  branch. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1— I  trust  the  Council  will 
not  concur.  I  am  not  on  the  committee,  but  from 
what  I  have  been  told  I  am  satisfied  that  tbere  is 
need  of  a  larger  appropriation  this  year  than 
usutl.  The  reason  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen— 
as  far  as  I  could  learn  from  what  I  saw  on  Mon- 
day last — did  not  appropriate  $10,000  was  because 
Alderman  Haldeman  was  aggrieved  because  $4000 
was  not  appropriated  for  concerts  on  the  Com- 
mon this  summer.  That  being  the  case,  it  seems  to 
me  we  ought  not  to  concur  with  them  in  making  the 
appropriation  simply  $10,000.  Each  matter  ouuht 
to  come  separately  and  be  disposed  of  according- 
ly. That  is  the  reason  I  am  opposed  to  concur- 
rence. A  further  reason,  as  I  have  said,  is  that  I 
understand  that  tin  re  is  really  a  necessity  for  a 
larger  appropriation  than  $10,000,  and  though  I 
do  not  intend  to  make  the  motion  myself,  I  hope 
somebody  will  move  to  increase  the  appropriation 
above  that  amount. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— From  what  I  have 
learned,  I  think  that  $10,000  is  a  large  enough  sum 
for  this  purpose.  From  what  I  can  learn  of  the 
sentiment  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  I  think  a 
majority  of  them  are  satisfied  that  $10,000  will  be 
sufficient. 

Mr.  Gove— It  is  very  singular,  if  such  is  the 
fact,  for  seven  members  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men voted  for  $12,500,  and  five  against  it. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  moved  to  amend  the  order  so 
that  the  appropriation  should  be  $12,500. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18—1  see  by  the  remarks  of 
Alderman  Viles  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  that 
in  1876  we  spent  $23,936  in  celebrating  the  Fourth 
of  July,  and  that  was  the  centennial  year.  In 
1877  we  spent  $9505,  in  1878  $9636,  in  1879  $10,026, 
and  In  1880  $10,494.  I  don't  see  why  we  want  to 
spend  a  single  cent  more  this  year  than  we  did 
last  year  or  the  previous  year.  We  can  give  a 
first-rate  celebration  for  $10,000,  and  what  we 
cannot  give  for  that  I  hope  we  will  go  without. 

Mr.  Rosnosky— In  1878  the  committee  bad  $15,- 
000,  and  they  got  along  very  well.  In  1879  it  was 
cut  down  to  $10,000,  and  they  had  n't  enough.  If 
I  am  not  mistaken  the  committee  had  $10,000  last 
year,  and  came  back  tor  more.  Any  member 
who  has  been  on  the  committee  knows  that 
$10,000  don't  go  very  far.  It  will  take  all  the  way 
from  $12,000  to  $15,000  to  carry  it  through.  I  hope 
the  appropriation  for  $12,000  will  pass. 

Mr.  Means  of  Ward  20— Whatever  might  have 
been  the  appropriation  for  last  year— and  I  am 
told  it  was  about  $10,000— it  was  insufficient  to 
properly  celebrate  the  Fourth  of  July.  Years  ago, 
when  John  Adams  and  his  colleagues  signed  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  he  said  that  day 
would  be  commemorated  with  the  ringing  of 
bells,  the  firing  of  salutes,  with  bonfires  and  illu- 
minations.   Yet,  last  year,  we,  their  descendants, 
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for  want  of  money,  were  unable  to  Are  a  cannon, 
and  not  a  bell  was  rung  on  tbe  anniversary  of 
American  independence.  Ana  here  we  are  doing 
tbe  same  thing,  putting  tbe  committee  in  just  the 
same  position.  I  say,  Mr.  President,  that  if  the 
city  of  Boston  has  got  so  poor  that  it  cannot  prop- 
erly celebrate  the  Fourth  of  July,  it  is  time  for  us 
to  cut  down  in  some  other  way.  That  of  all  days 
is  the  one  which  we  should  celebrate,  and  I  hope 
we  will  make  a  proper  appropriation  for  it. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  who  just  took  his  seat  it  John  Adams 
said  anything  about  appropriating  money  for  tbe 
committee? 

Mr.  Means— The  gentleman  trovn  Ward  10  not 
then  being  in  existence,  probably  John  Adams 
did  not  consider  that  question;  but  undoubtedly, 
if  Mr  Adams  had  seen  the  gentleman  and  the 
members  of  the  committee,  he  probably  would 
have  made  an  appropriation  tor  them. 

Mr.  Rosnosky— I  was  on  the  committee  in  1879 
and  also  on  two  sub-committees,  and  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10  will  go  down  to  the  Audit- 
or's office  and  ascertain  who  spent  any  money  on 
that  day,  lam  willing  to  have  him  brine  it  up 
here.  If  tbe  gentleman  bad  anything  ou  the 
committee  on  the  17th  of  September  1  st  year,  and 
spent  any  money,  I  am  not  responsible  for  it, 
neither  can  I  he  responsible  for  the  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  motion  to  make  the  amount  $12,500  was  lost 
for  want  of  a  two-thirds  vote— yeas  33,  nays  31. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barry,  Bigelow,  Boyle,  Conlin, 
Connell,  Costello,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Daly,  Dana, 
Denney,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Far- 
well,  Fitzpatrick,  Gove,  Harding,  Lauten,  M.C- 
Cormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Means, 
P.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Murphy,  rovers,  Quigley, 
Rogeis,  Rosnosky,  Teevan,  Walsh,  Wbitraore — 33. 

Nays  —  Messrs.  Bartlett,  Beal,  Brimbecom, 
Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  II.  B.  Clapp,  Dudley, 
Eddy,  Emery,  Fisk,  Ford,  Freeman,  Folan,  Magar, 
Hare,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Huntress,  Mathews,  N.  M. 
Morrison,  Parkman,  .rope,  Pratt,  Smith,  Swan, 
Viles,  Wakefield,  Welch,  Wharton,  Wheeler— 31. 

ADsent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Bowker,  Green- 
ough.  Lovell,  Maguire,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  Pray, 
Williams— 8. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  hope  the  motion  to  concur  will 
prevail.  I  believe  that  we  should  consider  an 
appropriation  of  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent,  of  our 
whole  income  sufficient  to  spend  in  celebrating 
the  Fourth  of  July. 

The  motion  to  concur  was  lost  for  want  of  a 
two  thirds  vote— yeas  33,  nays  29; 

Yeas— Messrs.  Beal,  Bowker,  Brimbecom,  Brown, 
Child,  H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Cotton,  Dud- 
ley, Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell,  Fisk,  Fold,  Freeman, 
Folan,  Hagar,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Huntress, 
Mathews,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Parkman,  Pope,  Pratt, 
Smith,  Swan,  "Viles,  Wakefield,  Welch,  Wharton, 
Wbeeler— 34. 

Nays— Messrs.  Barry,  Bartlett,  Bigelow,  Boyle, 
Conlin,  Connell,  Costello,  Cronin,  Daly,  Denney, 
Devlin, C.F. Doherty,  J.Doherty,  Fitzpairick.Gove, 
Harding.  Lauten,  McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaugh- 
lin. McNamara,  Means,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett, 
Murphy,  Powers.  Quigley,  Rogers,  Rosnosky, 
Teevau,  Walsh,  Whitmore— 31. 

Absent  or  net  voting — Messrs.  Dana,  Green- 
ougb,  Lovell,  Maguire,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  Pray, 
Williams— 7. 

Mr.  Bartlett  of  Ward  15  moved  that  a  commit- 
tee of  conference  be  asked  for.  Carried,  and  the 
President  appointed  Messrs.  Bartlett  of  Ward  15, 
Gove  of  Ward  1  and  Folan  of  Ward  13. 

The  Proposed  Abolition  of  the  Commissions. 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  special  commit- 
tee to  consider  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of 
boards  of  commissioneis  and  other  matters  rela- 
tive to  such  commissions. 

Tbe  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Whitmore  suggested  that  the  President  was 
peculiarly  fitted  to  serve  on  that  committee,  on 
account  of  his  familiarity  with  the  ordinances, 
and  the  work  he  had  doue  in  revision,  and  moved 
that  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Council 
consist,  of  thn  President  ana  six  members. 

The  President  asked  to  be  excused  from  serv- 
ing ou  the  committee,  and  Mr.  Whitmore  insisted 
upon  the  fitness  of  the  appointment,  and  hoped 
the  Council  would  not  accept  the  President's 
modest  disclaimer. 

Mr.  Gove  ot  Ward  1  agreed  with  Mr.  Whitmore, 
but  thought  the  President  should  be  excused 
after  such  an  earnest  request.  He  moved  that 
the  committee  consist  of  seven  members  of  the. 


Council,  which  was  carried,  and  the  President  ap- 
pointed on  said  committee  Messrs.  Pratt  of  Ward 
21,  Pray  ot  Ward  5,  Devlin  of  Ward  13,  Dana  of 
Ward  14,  McLaughlin  of  Ward  7,  Fisk  of  Ward 
20  and  Swan  of  Ward  24. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  other  branch  of 
the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  order  to  in- 
crease the  pay  ot  the  mechanics  and  laborers  em- 
ployed by  the  city.    Placed  on  file. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS. 

Order  to  receive  $2000,  payable  in  monthly  in- 
stalments, on  the  lease  of  Thomas  W.  Carter  for 
wharf  property  730  Albany  street,  on  the  terms 
and  conditions  set  forth  in  said  order.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

"An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  to  estab- 
lish the  office  of  City  Architect."    (City  Doc.  64.) 

Mr.  Pratt  inquired  the  necessity  for  passing 
such  an  ordinance,  and  Mr.  Whitmore  explained 
that  the  committee  had  reported  it  in  obedience 
to  the  order  of  the  City  Council,  and  afterwards 
in  response  to  the  recommendation  of  the  special 
Committee  on  the  Marcelta-street  Home.  It 
seemed  proper  that  no  department  should  begin 
work  upon  a  public  building  until  the  plans  had 
been  completea  by  the  City  Architect,  and  it  was 
also  proper  that  the  architect  should  have  an  op- 
poitunity  to  pass  upon  bills  for  work  done  under 
his  supervision.  When  a  private  party  builds  a 
building,  he  does  not  pay  any  bi  Is  until  they 
are  approved  by  the  architect,  if  one  is  employed. 

Mr.  Pratt— It  seems  that  this  ordinance  is  pro- 
posed to  be  passed  upon  the  incurrence  of  a  sin- 
gle instance.  I  take  it  that  it  was  reported  be- 
cause one  of  the  boards  pursued  a  different  course 
in  regard  to  a  public  building.  I  do  not  know 
but  that  to  a  majority  of  the  members  this  may 
seem  sufficient  to  pass  such  an  ordinance,  but  to 
my  mind  it  is  not. 

Mr.  Whitmore— This  ordinance  has  the  approval 
of  the  City  Architect,  and  is  what  he  says  would 
be  done  by  any  ma',  in  private  business."  It  rep- 
resents the  City  Architect's  opinion  as  to  waat  is 
right  and  proper  to  put  the  bills  in  proper  shape 
for  being  audited. 

Mr.  Bartlett  of  Ward  15—1  would  like  to  in- 
quire if  it  has  not  been  customary  for  the  City 
Architect  to  approve  all  bills  in  connection  with 
his  department  oefore  they  are  paid,  i  under- 
stand that  has  been  the  custom.  If  to,  this  or- 
dinance is  of  no  value.  I  should  like  to  hear  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  state  whether  it  is  the 
case. 

Mr.  Whitmore — Any  custom  which  has  grown 
up  in  this  way  is  not  recognized  hy  the  ordinance. 
In  the  Commi:tee  on  Public  Buildings,  when  a 
bill  comes  up  we  naturally  turn  to  the  City  Ar- 
chitect; but  th«re  is  nothing  in  the  ordinance 
making  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  do  it.  This 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  City  Architect  to  exam- 
ine the  bill  and  affix  his  approval,  or  state  his 
reasons  for  not  approving  it.  It  is  exactly  what 
an  individual  would  do  who  hired  an 
architect  to  put  up  a  house  for 
him.  The  architect  i*  to  be  the 
judge  of  the  correctness  of  the  work,  and  conse- 
quently the  bills  have  to  be  approved  by  him  be- 
fore the  builder  can  get  his  money.  We  are  put- 
ting the  city  in  the  position  which  any  responsi- 
ble builder  would  he  in.  The  ordinance  does  not 
prescribe  it  now;  but  since  our  attention  has 
been  called  to  it,  the  committee  were  unanimous 
that  it  was  right  and  proper,  and  that  it  was  a 
custom  which  it  would  be  well  to  make  binding, 
so  that  no  committee  would  disregard  it. 

The  ordinance  was  passed.  Mr.  Whitmore 
moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

Order  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  reporting 
and  publishing  the  proceedings  and  debates  of 
the  City  Couucil  for  one  year,  and  to  contract,  for 
the  same,  at  an  expense  not  to  exceed  §6000. 
Passed. 

Mr. Lauten  of  Ward  14  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

CITY  TREASURER. 

Under  unfinished  business  was  considered  the 
election  of  City  treasurer,  which  was  laid  over 
from  last  meeiing,  the  candidate  of  the  commit- 
tee beini;  Alfred  T.  Turner 

Mr.  Br:>wn  of  Ward  23  moved  to  proceed  to  an 
election. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21— It  has  been  currently 
reported  during  the  week  that  Mr.  Turner  ac- 
cepts this  nomination  on  the  condition,  or  with 
the  understanding,  that  his  saiary  shall  be  very 
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much  increased.  I  should  like  to  ask  tbe  com- 
mittee il  that  statement  is  correct 

Mr.  Brown — The  cominut-e  appointed  to  nom- 
inate a  candidate  for  City  Treasurer  looked  into 
the  matter  very  carefully,  and  decided  that  Mr. 
Turner  would  make  as  good  a  Treasurer  as  they 
could  select  to  bring  before  the  City  Coun- 
cil, aod  they  nominated  him.  In"  regard 
to  the  salary,  I  would  say  that  Mr.  Tur- 
ner is  not  williitr  to  accept  the  office  for 
$5000,  the  amount  Mr.  Dennie  has  had.  Not 
having  anything  to  do  with  the  question  of  sala- 
ries, the  committee  have  not  taken  that  matter 
Into  consideration. 

Mr.  Smith— I  move  that  this  matter  be  referred 
back  to  the  committee,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port the  name  of  some  competent  person  who 
can  furnish  the  necessary  bonds  and  Is  willing  to 
accept  the  position  for  the  present  salary.  I  be- 
lieve the  present  salary  is  sufficient.  We  are  apt 
to  over-estimate  and  magnify  the  duties  and  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  office.  The  position  does  not 
require  a  great  knowledge  of  finance,  or  great 
statesmanship,  but  simply  a  careful,  methodical 
accountant  and  an  honest  man.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary that  the  Treasurer  should  be  a  great  finan- 
cier, but  a  vigilant  ami  faithful  watcher.  I 
undertake  to  say  there  are  many  men  in  this 
Citv  who  are  competent  and  can  furnish  the 
necesary  bonds,  and  are  willing  to  accept  it 
for  tbis  salary.  A  great  many  people  believe 
that  the  present  salary  is  ample  for  the  talent  re- 
quired to  be  employed ;  it  is  as  large  as  is  paid  for 
like  responsibilities  outside.  Tne  treasurer  of 
tbe  United  States  has  a  salary  of  only  $0500,  ana 
his  bond  is  .$150,000— equal  to  that  of  th-  City 
Treasurer.  The  assistant  treasurer  of  the  United 
States  at  Boston  has  had  a  salary  of  $4500,  which 
has  just  been  raised  to  $5000,  and  his  bonds  are 
$250,000.  I  believe  every  bod  \  will  admit  that  his 
duties  are  as  onerous  and  his  responsibilities 
very  much  greater  than  those  of  our  City  Treas- 
urer; he  not  only  has  charge  of  the  public  funds, 
but  is  also  custodian  of  the  building  and  dis- 
bursing agent  for  tbe  addition  now  being  made, 
besides  doing  very  many  other  duties.  More  than 
a  hundred  millions  of  dollars  pass  through  his 
hands  every  jear;  he  has  very  lame  deposits 
to  take  care  of,  and  twenty  clerks  under 
him,  tor  whom  he  is  responsible.  I  be- 
lieve the  treasurer  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
has  only  $4000,  and  his  responsibilities  are  equal- 
ly great  with  those  of  our  City  Treasurer.  It  this 
salary  is  kept  at  a  reasonable  and  equitable  rate, 
the  office  would  be  likely  to  be  more  permanent, 
and  there  would  be  less  scramble  for  it,  which 
would  be  beneficial  alike  to  the  incumbent  and 
the  city.  The  same  law  of  supply  and  demand 
that  applies  to  the  labor  of  the  city  is  equally  ap- 
plicable to  the  salaried  officers,  and  I  do  not 
think  we  would  be  justified  in  raising  this  salary 
to  this  enormous  sum  of  $9000. 

Mr.  Wliitmore— I  thiok  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman is  caused  by  one  of  tbo-e  mistakes  as  to 
what  had  better  be  given  as  public  reasons,  or 
what  might  be  given  as  private  reasons  affecting 
any  gentleman's  vote  on  tne  question.  1  am  sure 
the  gentleman  does  not  intend  to  Carry  out  the 
principle  which  would  seem  to  be  in- 
volved in  the  motion  he  has  made.  In  the 
first  place,  the  question  of  salary  is  not 
before  us.  When  the  gentleman  moves  to  refer 
it  to  the  committee  to  report  it  any  person  will 
take  it  for  a  certain  price,  he  brings  in  a  question 
which  is  always  before  us.  There  are  many  city 
offices  which  men  will  take  for  nothing,  anil  yet 
it  has  always  been  held  that  that  is  not  a  reason 
why  the  city  should  be  niggardly  in  paying  its 
officials,  lr  the  geutleman's  motion  is  right,  I 
would  suggest  an  amendment  that  the  office  be 
open  to  competition,  to  see  what  person  can  fur- 
nish the  bonds  and  will  take  it  for  the  present 
salary,  and  also  that  other  offices  of  tbe  city  be 
open  to  competition.  We  have  many  commis- 
sioners. I  have  no  doubt  the  Mayor  could  find 
three  reputable  gentlemen  who  would  take  the 
position  of  Police  Commissioners  ana  serve  for 
no  salary.  If  there  is  any  principle  in  this  com- 
munity it  is  that  the  mere  acquisition  of  wealth 
should  not  enable  men  to  monopolize  all  the  offi- 
ces. I  do  not  understand  that  the  gentleman 
intended  to  cany  out  such  a  principle,  but  I  re- 
spectfully suggest  to  the  Council  that  bis  motion 
is  one  step  in  that  direction.  If  we  are  to  under- 
take to  bargain  in  advance,  we  might  as  well  see 
if  the  offices  cannot  be  filled  by  men  who  will 
serve  for  the  honor.  I  have  no  doubt  such  men 
could  be  found  tor  the  positions  of  Fire,  Health 


and  Police  Commissioners.  Beyond  that,  1  have 
only  to  say  that  the  matter  of  salary  is  not  prop- 
erly before  us.  It  might  be  a  reason  why  the 
gentleman  might  decline  to  vote  for  any  candi- 
date if  he  supposed  he  would  refuse,  after  the 
election,  to  accept  the  salary  heretofore  paid. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  salary  to  be  given 
should  be  considered  after  the  election.  We  shall 
be  called  upon  to  pay  a  salary  to  the  Corporation 
Counsel.  Now,  sir,  if  we  were  to  say  that  we 
would  see  who  would  take  that  office  for  a  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year,  f  have  no  doubt 
we  could  get  many,  and  I  have  no  doubt  many 
lawyers  would  take  it  tor  nothing.  But  I  believe 
we  intend  to  pay  a  handsome  salary  to  the  man 
we  have  elecied  tonight.  Why?  Because  he  is 
competent  for  the  position,  and  has  had  long  ex- 
perience. Now,  sir,  if  we  elect  Mr.  Turner  or 
Mr.  Dennie  Treasurer,  we  ought  to  fix  the  salary 
alter  an  election.  It  we  should  put  in  a  new 
man  we  might  fix  his  3alary  tbe  same  aslastyear; 
but  if  we  put  in  a  man  of  large  experience,  we 
might  fix  it  at  a  larger  sum.  This  question  has 
come  up  every  \  ear  when  we  have  attempted  to 
advance  salaries,  and  the  leasons  for  advance- 
ment are  the  qualifications  of  the  man  for  the 
place.  It  any  gentleman  desires  to  vote  against 
or.  I  urner  because  he  thinks  $6000  is  not  a  large 
enough  salary  and  Mr.  Turner  won't  accept  it, 
that  is  a  good  reason;  but  1  don't  like  to  see  the 
matter  sent  back  to  the  committee  to 
see  if  anybody  will  take  the  place  for 
six  thousand  dollars,  because  if  we  aie  going 
to  move  iu  this  direction  we  may  as  well  put  in  a 
sliding  scale  to  see  if  anybody  will  take  it  ror 
less. 

Mr.  Smith— I  do  not  offer  this  in  any  spirit  of 
hostility  to  Mr.  Turner,  but  in  a  spirit  of  econo- 
my. I  undeistaud  that  Mr  Turner  will  not  accept 
unless  the  salary  is  raised;  but  I  say  there  are 
equally  competent  men  who  will  take  it  for  the 
same  amount.  I  bav?  no  particular  candidate 
and  no  hostility  to  Mr.  Turner. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24—1  was  going  to  move 
that  tbis  matter  lie  upon  the  table  until  after  we 
had  c onsiiieied  the  question  of  salaries  that  will 
soon  be  before  us.  1  fee1  that  the  salary  of  the 
position  should  be  fixed  previous  to  electing  the 
incumbent.  I  am  free  to  say  that  I  don't  under- 
stand the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  21  in  Hie  same  light  that  the 
gentleman  irom  Ward  12  does.  I  do  not 
think  it  opens  the  position  up  to  competition  to 
move  that  the  committee  bring  in  a  man  who  is 
willing  to  take  it  at  the  salary  we  have  paid.  I 
understand  there  are  several  competent  and 
reliable  men  who  will  take  the  position  at  the 
present  salaiy.  More  than  that,  previous  to 
electing  a  gentleman  who  is  undoubtedly  an  ex- 
cellent man  and  well  qualified— previous  to  elect- 
ing him  at  an  advanced  salaiy,  I  should  like  to 
know  why  we  should  advance  his  salary.  When 
this  question  comes  up  on  the  advance  of  salary, 
I  should  like  to  know  why  we  should  advance  the 
salary  when  we  can  secure  competent  men  at  the 
salary  now  paid.  I  was  going  to  move  to  lay  up- 
on the  table,  but  I  see  no  objection  to  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  to  refer  back  with 
instructions  io  report  the  name  of  some  compe- 
tent person  who  can  furnish  the  bonds  and  is 
willing  to  accept  the  position  ior  the  present  sal- 
ary, was  adopted.  Mr.  Smith  moved  a  reconsid- 
eration, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.  Lost.  Sent 
up. 

Prince  Schoolhouse  Yard. 

Motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  whereby  was  de- 
nied a  second  rea  ing  the  order  for  the  purchase 
of  about  3300  square  feet  of  land  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Prince  Schoolhouse  yard,  at  a  cost 
not  exceeding  $11,000.  The  reconsideration  was 
refused— 20  for,  32  against. 

AUDITOR'S   MONTHLY  EXHIBIT. 

The  Auditor's  exhibit  for  May  1  (City  Doc.  68) 
was  received,  and  sent  up. 

Total  appropriations,  $12,627,117.52;  expended, 
$652,951.52;  balance  unexpended,  $11,974,166.41. 

EXTENSION  OF  HUNTINGTON  AVENUE. 

The  following  was  received  and  read: 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Street  Com-  ) 
missioners,  Boston,  May  12, 1881.     J 
To   the    Honorable   City   Council— The  accom- 
panying resolve  and  order  tor  tbe  extension  of 
Huntington    avenue   from   Camden    to     Parker 
street,  and  to  establish  the  grade  of  said  exten- 
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sion,  is  transmitted  to  the  honorable  City  Council 
for  its  concurrence  therein. 
By  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
J.  H.  Jenkins,  Clerk. 

The  resolve  Is  City  Doc.  66.  The  adjudged  cost 
of  the  extension  is  $35,000. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  resolve  and 
order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17 — This  matter  is  new  to  me, 
and  it  is  no  doubt  new  to  other  members.  It 
seems  to  me  it  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  lay 
over  for  a  week. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Child,  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  eight  o'clock  P.  U.. 

STILL     ALARMS. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  of  last  meeting,  whereby  was  passed  the 
order  to  consider  the  expediency  of  substituting 
a  still  fire  alarm  for  the  present  system. 

Mr.  Wheeler— My  attention  was  called  to  this 
subject  by  a  gentleman  who  has  a  large  insurance 
business,  and  by  reason  of  that  fact  I  put  in  the 
order.  I  filed  the  notice  of  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider because  I  ascertained  that  such  a 
system  would  not  be  practicable  under  our 
present  fire-alarm  system.  [Mr.  Wheeler  read 
an  extract  from  the  annual  report  of 
the  Fire  Commissioners,  showiDg  that  the 
system  of  "still  alarms"  wks  not  practicable.] 
The  question  has  been  asked  if  it  would  not  be 
practicable  to  sound  sach  an  alarm  for  a  fire 
within  the  city  proper,  and  I  am  told  that  it 
would  not,  for  the  reason  that  in  almost  every 
district  within  the  city  proper  some  of  the  call 
companies  are  called  into  the  city  proper  from 
the  outlying  or  new  districts  where  the  call  com- 
panies exist.  In  case  the  reconsideration  pre- 
vails. I  shall  move  ihe  inde  finite  postponement  of 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23,  thinking  that  the  order 
was  offered  by  Mr.  Lovell,  who  was  absent,  moved 
to  lay  it  on  the  table  out  of  respect  for  him,  and 
the  motion  prevailed. 

THE  PROPOSED  MARINE  PARK. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  presented  sundry  peti- 
tions representing  that  the  interests  of  the  city 
required  the  establishment  of  a  marine  park  at 
South  Boston  substantially  as  petitioned  for  by 
the  South  Boston  Trade  Association  and  recom- 
mended by  the  Park  Commissioners,  and  that  the 
present  is  a  suitable  time  for  action  thereon,  sev- 
erally signed  by 

Loring,  Waterhouse  &  Co.  and  twenty-four 
others. 

Franklin  Hedge  and  sixty  others. 

G.  W.  Oliver  ana  one  hundred  and  thirteen 
others. 

Harrison  Loring  and  thirty-seven  others. 
,  Severally  referred  to   ihe'Couimitee  on  Parks, 
with  instructions  to  give  the  petitioners  a  hear- 
ing. 

CLAIM  FOR  DAMAGES. 

Mr.  Means  of  Ward  20  presented  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Kelly  representing  that  he  was  injured 
while  in  the  service  of  the  Paving  Department, 
and  requesting  an  allowance  of  a  portion  or  all 
his  pay  while  recovering.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  of  the  Common  Council. 
SALARIES. 

The  following  (City  Doc.  67)  was  received  and 
placed  on  file: 

Office  of  the  Clerk  of  Committees,  I 
City  Hall,  May  12,  1881.     J 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council:  Gentlemen 
—In  compliance  with  your  order  of  May  11, 1881, 
I  respectfully  submit  the  following  tables,  being 
substantially  a  reprint  of  those  contained  in  City 
Document  No.  20,  1877,  with  the  addition  of  a 
column  showing  the  salaries  paid  in  the  financial 
year  1880-81. 

With  some  exceptions,  the  difference  in 
amounts  between  the  column  headed  1876-77  ana 
1880-81  represents  the  reductions  made  in  1877; 
the  exceptions  are  explained  in  foot-notes.  The 
foot-notes  also  show  any  increase  made  since 
1877.  Very  respectfully  yours, 

William  H.  Lee,  Clerk  of  Committees. 

SURVEY  AND  INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 
Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  order  authorizing  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspectien  of  Build- 
ings, to  allow  the  erection  of  wooden  buildings 
exceeding  the  limit  prescribed  by  ordinance, 
having  considered  the   subject,   respectfully  re- 


port that  in  the  opinion   of   the   committee   the 
order  ought  not  to  pass. 

For  the  Committee, 

Wm.  H.  Whitmore. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

THE    POLICE    DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  the  following  : 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
who  were  lequested  to  report  an  amendment  to 
the  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  Police  Depart- 
ment, providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  matron 
for  duty  at  the  city  prison  and  central  police  sta- 
tions; also  an  amendment  to  the  same  ordinance, 
changing  the  number  of  sergeants  of  police,  pre- 
sent herewith  a  draft  of  an  ordinance,  embodying 
the  proposed  amendments,  whicn  they  respect- 
fully recommend  for  adoption  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil. For  the  Committee, 

William  H.  Whitmore, 
Of  the  Common  Council. 
An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  an  Ordinance  in  Reeard  to  the  Police 

Department. 
Be  it  ordained   hy  the  Aldermen   and  Common 

Council  of  ihe  city  of  Boston,   in    City   Council 

assembled,  as  follows: 

Section  1.  Section  1  is  hereby  amended  in  the 
first  line  of  page  70  of  the  supplement  to  the 
statutes  and  ordinances  by  striking  out  all  after 
the  word  "sergeaots"  so  with  previous  amend- 
ments it  shall  read  "five  special  sergeants." 

Sect.  2.  The  said  section  1  of  said  ordinance  is 
also  amended  on  said  page  70  of  said  printed  sup- 
plement, by  inserting  after  line  13,  the  words 
"one  matron  of  city  lockups." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  Section  1  was 
amended  so  that  it  would  read — 

"Section  1  of  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  Police 
Department  is  hereby  amended,"  etc. 

The  ordinance  as  amended  was  passed  to  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  suspend  the  iule. 

Mr.  Rosno>Ky  moved  that  the  ordinance  be 
printed  and  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meet- 
ing at  8  30  P.  M. 

Mr.  Whitmore  explained  that  the  changes  were 
verbal,  the  part  relating  to  five  special  sergeants 
being  simply  a  repeal  of  the  clause  requiring 
them  to  be  assigned  for  certain  duty,  aud  the 
clause  establishing  the  office  of  matron  having 
been  reported  by  instructions  of  the  City  Council 
upon  recommendation  of  the  Mayor  and  Commit- 
tee on  Police. 

Mr.  Rosnosky-  I  do  not  want  to  vote  for  five 
special  sergeants  unless  I  know  what  they  are 
for. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  change  simply  strikes  out 
their  assignment  for  duty  aod  leaves  it  five  spe- 
cial sergeants. 

The  motion  to  print  and  assign  was  lost. 

The  question  on  suspending  the  rule  was  taken 
and  no  quorum  voted — 15  tor,  10  aaainst.  A  sec- 
ond vote  was  taken,  and  the  Council  refused  to 
suspend  the  rule — 25  for,  20  against. 

SUNDRY    ORDINANCES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances 
to  whom  was  referred  an  order  for  a  committee' 
to  nominate  a  Superintendent  of  Printing,  having 
considered  the  subject,  beg  leave  to  report  as  fol- 
lows: 

Under  the  existing  provisions  of  the  old  ordi- 
nance, the  Superintendent  of  Printing  was  to 
hold  office  for  three  years,  the  present  term  ex- 
piring July  1, 1881,  and  was  to  be  nominated  by 
the  Mayor.  This  power  to  appoint  for  more  than 
one  year  seems  to  be  at  best  of  doubtful  legality; 
and  this  case  is  not  remedied  by  the  vote  of  the 
City  Council  of  this  year,  reenacting  the  ordi- 
nances as  orders  whenever  they  could  not  hold  as 
ordinances. 

Since  then,  however,  the  Legislature  has  passed 
the  following  act,  granting  new  powers  to  the 
City  Council  of  Boston. 

Chapter  229. 
An  Act   relating   to  Ordinances  of  the  City  of 

Boston. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows: 
Section  1.    The  City  Council  of  Boston  may  pass 
ordinances  prescribing  the  duties  and  fixing  the 
compensation  of  officers  for  whose  appointment 
or  election  they  are  now  or  may  hereafter  be 
authorized  to  provide;   and  every  such  officer, 
unless   otherwise   provided   by  statute,  may  be 
empowered  by  ordinance  to  hold  office  for  one 
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year  from  the  day  in  the  year  of  bis  election  or 
appointment  fixed  by  ordinance,  and  until  bis 
successor  shall  be  elected  or  appointed  and  quali- 
fied, unless  sooner  removed  by  concurrent  vote 
of  each  branch  of  the  City  Ccuucil. 

Sect.  2.  The  ordinances  of  said  city,  so  far  as 
they  provide  lor  a  term  of  office  longer  than  one 
year  for  members  of  the  Hoard  of  Health  and  of 
the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  are  hereby  con- 
firmed, and  the  persons  now  acting?  under  said 
ordinances  as  members  of  said  boards  shall 
severally  hold  their  offices  and  have  the  powers 
and  duties  thereof  until  their  successors  are 
qualified. 

Sect.  3.  The  enacting  style  and  method  of  pub- 
lishing the  ordinances  of  said  city  shall  be  such 
as  the  city  shall  by  ordinance  prescribe. 

Sect.  4.  All  fines  and  penalties  for  the  breach 
of  any  ordinance  of  said  city  shall  be  paid  into  the 
treasury  for  the  use  of  said"  city,  unless  otherwise 
provided  by  statute  or  ordinance. 

Sect.  5.  Tbis  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its 
passage. 

Approved  April  30,  1881. 

The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  that  a 
superintendent  be  appointed,  to  hold  office  under 
the  terms  of  the  new  act.  As  this  term  will  be 
only  one  year,  it  seems  unnecessary  to  continue 
the  system  of  nominaiion  by  the  Mayor;  and  the 
committee  recommend  that  this  office  be  tilled  in 
the  manner  of  other  similaroffices — by  concurrent 
election.  They  accordingly  report  the  draft  of  a 
new  section. 

The  committee  aesire  further  to  state  that,  as 
their  attention  has  been  called  to  this  new  act, 
it  seems  most  desirable  that  there  be  now  made  a 
general  reenactmentas  ordinances  of  all  the  exist- 
ing so-called  ordinances,  which  may  he  covered 
by  the  terms  of  said  ch  >pter  229  of  A.  D.  1881. 

In  this  way  the  greater  part  of  the  ordinances 
as  they  now  stand  in  print  will  become  legal  ordi- 
nances, instead  of  being  in  force  only  for  the 
present  year  as  orders,  under  the  vote  already 
passed.  The  necessary  ordinances  are  accord- 
ingly submitted  herewith. 

Inasmuch  as  the  appointment  of  Record  Com- 
missioners for  the  term  of  five  years  was  in  the 
same  situation  as  that  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Printing,  your  committee  has  thought  it  best  to 
recommenla  change  io  the  ordinance  on  that 
subject  also,  making  the  election  annual. 

Respecttully  submitted, 

For  the  Committee, 

William  H.  Whitmore, 

Of  the  Common  Council. 
An  Ordinance 
To    Amend   an   Ordinance  in   Regard   to    Public 

Printing. 
Be  it  ordained   by   the  Aldermen  and  Common 

Council   of  the  City  of   Boston,  in  City  Council 

assembled,  as  follows: 

Section  1.  Secion  3  of  the  ordinance  in  re- 
gard to  public  printing,  as  printed  on  pages  sev- 
enty-six and  seventy-seven  of  the  Supplement  to 
the  Statutes  and  Ordinances,  is  hereby  repealed 
and  the  following  substituted: 

"Sect.  3.  There  shall  be  elected  annually,  in 
the  month  of  May  or  June,  a  Superintendent  of 
Printing,  by  concurrent  vole  of  both  branches  of 
the  City  Council,  to  hold  office  for  the  term  of  one 
year  from  the  first  day  of  July  in  such  ^e.u•.  Any 
vacancy  during  said  term  shall  be  tilled  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  original  election.  The  said 
Superintendent  may  be  removed  by  concurrent 
vote  of  each  branch  of  the  City  Council." 

An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  an  Ordinance  concerning  the  Record 

Commissioners. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  Aldermen  and  Common 

Council   of  the  City  of  Boston,  in  City  Council 

assembled,  as  follows: 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  concerning  the  Rec- 
ord Commissioners,  on  pages  660  and  661  01  the 
Statutes  and  ordinances  of  A.  D.  1876,  is  hereby 
amended  bv  adding  the  following: 

Sect.  4.  The  expense  of  copying  or  preparing 
and  indexing  all  volumes  of  reports  made  by  the 
said  commissioners  shall  be  defrayed  from  this 
general  appropriation;  the  expense  of  printing 
and  binding  such  volumes  shall  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Printing,  and  shall  include  the 
expense  of  stereotyping  such  volumes  as  the  said 
commissioners  may  deem  fit.  The  edition  of  such 
reports  shall  consist  of  fifteen  hundred  copies,  of 
which  five  hundred  shall  be  bound  in  cloth,  five 
hundred  bound  in  paper  covers  or  boards  and  five 
hundred  In  document  form.     The  bound  copies 


shall  be  distributed  at  the  discretion  of  the  said 
commissioners,  but  no  copies  shall  be  sold. 

Sect.  2.  The  first  section  is  amendea  by  strik- 
ing out  all  through  the  word  "qualified"  in  line 
9,  and  inserting  as  follows:  "There  shall  be  annu- 
ally elected  by  concurrent  vote  of  both  branches 
of  tne  City  Council,  in  the  month  of  May  or 
June,  two  Record  Commissioners,  to  hold  office 
for  the  term  ot  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  July 
in  said  year." 

An  Ordinance 
To  ConHrni  Certain   Ordinances   as    Heretofore 

Published. 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  Aldermen  and  Common 

Council  of  the  city  of  Boston,  iji   City  Council 

assembled,  as  follows: 

Section  1.  All  sections  of  the  printed  ordi- 
nances as  contained  in  the  edition  of  Statutes 
and  Ordinances  of  A.  D.  1876  and  tne  supple- 
ments thereto,  and  the  ordinances  passed  in 
A.  D.  1881  to  date,  which  prescribe  the  duties  of 
any  officer  which  the  City  Council  can  legally 
appoint  or  elect,  or  fix  the  date  of  his  election, 
are  hereby  reenacted  as  part  of  the  ordinances  of 
the  city  of  Boston. 

Sect.  2.  Every  officer  elected  or  appointed  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  ordinances  of  the  city  of 
Boston  lor  the  term  of  one  year,  shall  hold  office 
in  addition  until  his  successor  shall  be  elected  or 
appointed  and  qualified,  unless  sooner  removed 
by'concui'rent  vote  of  each  branch  of  the  City 
Council. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whit-uore,  the  several  ordi- 
nances were  ordered  printed  and  specially  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting,  at  half-pasc  eight. 

THE  B80ADWAY    EXTENSION. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  who 
were  authorized  to  consider  and  report  upon  all 
matters  in  controversy  between  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton and  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Corpora- 
tion, growing  out  of  the  extension  of  Broadway, 
having  considered  the  subject,  beg  leave  to  sub- 
mit the  following  report: 

By  the  extension  of  Broadway,  three  parcels  of 
land  were  taken  from  the  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road Corporation.  One  of  tbese  parcels,  contain- 
ing 8640  square  feet,  and  situated  between  the 
other  two,  was  taken  tor  the  purpose  of  crossing 
the  location  and  other  land  of  the  corporation  by 
a  bridge,  the  under  part  of  which  is  to  be  placed 
at  a  clear  height  of  fifteen  feet  above  the  tops  of 
the  rails,  and  no  award  for  damages  was  made  by 
the  Street  Commissioners  tor  taking  this  parcel; 
while  the  oider  of  taking  recites  that  this  parcel 
is  to  be  crossed  by  a  bridge,  and  the  plans,  which 
were  then  made,  show  it  to  be  by  a  single  span, 
without  supporting  piers  or  coluains.  The  cor- 
poration is  apprehensive  that  the  order  does  not 
state  fully  enough  tbis  intention  on  the  part  of 
the  crty,  and,  therefore,  asks  that  the  city  will 
now  agree  that  what  was  then  intended  shall  be 
so  fixed  that  no  controversy  shall  hereafter  arise 
in  regard  to  it.  The  corpoiation  also  asks  that  it 
may  be  compensated  for  the  damage  done  to  its 
property  by  the  bridge  passing  over  its  land,  most 
of  which  it  owns  and  can  use  as  it  pleases,  the 
location  at  this  poiut  being  quite  narrow. 

The  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  have  consulted  with  the  cor- 
poration in  regard  to  the  damages  to  the  land 
over  which  the  bridge  passes,  and  find  that  a  more 
satisfactory  settlement  for  the  city  can  be  made 
if  the  latter  assumes  the  betterments  assessed 
upon  the  remaining  land  of  said  corporation. 
The  land  subject  to  assessment  is  largely  used  tor 
railroad  tracks,  at  a  lower  grade  than  the  sur- 
rounding streets,  and  cannot  be  used  for  building 
purposes  to  any  great  extent,  as  long  as  the  rail- 
road requires  track  room  at  this  point. 

The  committee  would  also  state  that  in  the  con- 
struction of  any  bridge  to  the  full  width  of  the 
street  o;  which  it  forms  a  part,  it  is  a  very  great 
advantage  to  the  city  to  have  the  right  to  place 
the  lower  courses  of  stone  and  the  piling,  where 
piling  is  required,  upon  the  l^nd  of  abutting 
owners;  that  in  proceeding  with  the  construction 
of  the  bridge  in  question,  the  City  Engineer,  with 
the  approval  of  tne  Joint  Committee  on  Streets  of 
1880,  made  an  arrangement  witn  the  late  presi- 
dent of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company, 
Hon.  D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  whereby  the  city  secured 
the  right  to  place  not  only  the  "footing  courses" 
of  the  wing  walls  upon  the  land  of  the  corpora- 
tion, but  also  a  portinn  of  the  wiug  walls  above 
the  courses,  to  the  width  of  a  foot  or  more;  the 
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cordoration  agreeing  to  pay  the  city  a  fixed  sum 
for  the  right  to  use  so  much  of  the  wall  as  is  upon 
its  land  whenever  it  elects  to  do  so.  It  is  neces- 
sary, before  a  full  settlement  can  be  made  with 
the  railroad  company,  tb.it  a  formal  agreement 
should  be  executed,  by  whicb  the  construction  of 
the  bridge  with  a  clear  space  underneath,  the  as- 
suming of  betterments  and  the  maintenance  and 
use  of  wing-walls,  will  be  made  matters  of  record; 
and  the  committee,  therefore,  respectfully  rec- 
ommend the  passage  or  the  following  order. 
For  the  Committee, 

Albert  F.  Lauten. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized,  in  the  name  ar.d  in  behalf 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  10  execute  an  agreement 
with  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company 
in  which  the  city  shall  agree  that  the  space  under 
the  Broadway  Bridge  now  being  built  shall  be 
free  and  unobstructed  between  the  abutments  of 
said  bridge,  as  shown  on  a  plan  made  by  Henry 
M.  Wightman,  City  Engineer,  and  that  the  city 
shall  maintain  the  wing  walls  of  said  bridge, 
built  by  vintue  of  said  agreement,  partly  with- 
out the  lines  of  the  extension  of  Broadway  as  es- 
tablished by  a  resolve  of  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners,  passed  June  21,  1880,  and  shall 
assume  and  pay  all  betterments  that  may  be  as- 
sessed upon  the  estate  of  said  company  by  rea- 
son of  said  extension;  said  company  to  reserve 
the  right  to  build  upon  so  much  of  said  wing 
walls  as  is  upon  its  lands  and  without  the  lines  of 
said  extension. 

Ordered  printed  and  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meetiDg,  at  nine  o'clock,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
"Wharton  of  Ward  11. 

POLICE  HEADQUARTERS. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14  suomitied  the  following: 

The  Connnittte  on  Public  Buildings  beg  leave 
to  represent  that  in  their  judgment  the  public  in- 
terest requires  that  the  various  offices  in  connec- 
tion with  the  management  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment should  be  together.  At  present  the  Police 
Commissioners  are  locatea  in  Peinberton  square, 
and  the  Superintendent  and  various  detectives 
and  deputies  in  City  Hall.  Rent  is  paid  for  the 
Pemberton-square  offices  at  the  rate  of  $1500  per 
annum.  More  room  is  also  demanded  by  the 
Commissioners  for  their  department  at  City  Hall, 
which  it  is  impossible  to  obtain.  To  relieve  this 
pressure  and  unite  the  offices  as  above  stated, 
also  to  stop  the  payment  of  rent,  your  committee 
have  examined  the  building,  37  Boylston  street, 
in  connection  with  the  Commissioners,  to  see  if  it 
could  be  made  available,  but  find  the  building 
inadequate  and  unfitted  for  the  use  of  the  depart- 
ment. They  would  suggest  a  plan  which,  in 
their  judgment,  would  meet  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  case,  and  that  is  the  pur- 
chase of  a  lot  ol  land  in  the  business 
portion  of  the  city,  and  the  erection  thereon  of  a 
building  that  would  contain  all  the  departments 
of  the  Police  Commission,  and  possibly  other  de- 
partments, and  thus  leave  for  use  in  City  Hall 
much  valuable  room  that  is  now  wanted.  The 
Boyls  ton-street  property  was  purchased  some 
years  since,  with  a  view  to  the  enlargement  of 
the  Public  Library.  That  scheme  has  since  been 
abandoned,  and  as  ihe  city  can  derive  but  a  nom- 
inal income  trom  the  property  in  its  present  con- 
dition, they  would  recommend  that  it  be  sold  and 
the  proceeds  applied  to  the  part  payment  for  the 
new  police  buildings.  In  furtherance  of  the  ideas 
as  herein  set  forth,  they  would  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 

For  the  Committee, 

Howard  Clapp. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  authorized  to  select  a  site  and  report  its 
cost,  together  with  the  erection  of  a  building 
thereon,  for  the  use  of  the  Police  Department. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  sell  by 
public  auction  the  land  and  building  numbered 
37  Boylston  street,  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  to  be 
applied  towards  the  purchase  of  laud  and  the 
erection  1  hereon  of  a  building  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  Police  Department. 

Ordered  printed  and  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting  at  9.30  o'clock,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Rosnosky. 

OLD  STATE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14  presented  what  purport- 
ed, from  its  reading,  to  be  a  minority  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  opposing  the 
expenditure  of  $35,000  for  tne  renovation  of  the 
Old  State  House. 


Before  the  report  was  read  Mr.  Gove  moved 
that  it  be  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meetiDg 
at  quarter  before  nine. 

Mr.  Whitmore— As  this  matter  has  cime  up 
through  a  misunderstanding  as  to  which  is  the 
majority  report,  I  move  that  the  subject  be  re- 
committed, and  that  the  committee  have  leave  to 
report  in  print. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14—1  hope  it  will  not  be  re- 
committed; the  committee  have  very  carefully 
considered  that  matter,  and  submit  that,  as  their 
report. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Under  those  cir3umstances  I 
am  forced  to  make  an  explanation.  The  fact  is,  the 
majority  report  was  to  be  prepared  by  Alderman 
O'Brien  and  myself,  and  any -members  dissenting 
were  to  make  a  minority  report.  Since  I  arrived 
here  I  rind  that  one  or  two  members  of  the  com- 
mittee have  changed  their  opinions.  I  have  what 
was  intended  to  have  been  the  majority  report, 
but  it  proved  to  be  the  report  of  the  minority. 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  would  ask  for  the  reading  of 
the  names  appended  to  the  several  reports. 

The  President— There  is  only  one  name  ap- 
pended to  the  majority  report,  and  six  members 
of  the  committee  have  signed  the  minority  re- 
port. 

Mr.  Wheeler — 1  hope  the  matter  will  not  be  re- 
committed if  the  committee  have  considered  it 
fully  and  the  reports  are  signed.  It  will  only  be 
necessary  to  amend  the  report  of  the  majority 
by  changing  the  first  line. 

The  President— According  to  the  statement  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  the  matter  is  not 
properly  before  the  Council.  The  rule  provides 
that  no  report  shall  be  presented  which  has  not 
been  agreed  to  in  a  meeting  of  the  committee. 

The  motion  ot  Mr.  Whitmore  to  recommit  with 
leave  to  report  in  print  was  adopted. 

PAY  OF  MECHANICS  AND  LABORERS. 
Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  7  offered  a  resolve — That 
in  the  opinion  ot  the  Common  Council  the  pay  of 
the  mechanics  and  laborers  in  the  employ  of  the 
city  of  Boston  should  be  increased  thirty  cents 
each  per  day.  Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Do- 
herty of  Ward  7,  to  the  Committee  on  Salaries. 

THE  HOUR  FOR  ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18  offered  an  order — That 
hereafter,  whenever  as  evening  session  of  the 
Common  Council  is  continued  till  eleven  o'clock, 
the  President  shall  at  that  hour  declare  such  ses- 
sion adjourned. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10 — I  do  not  believe  that 
is  the  proper  thing  to  do,  and  should  like  to  hear 
some  reason  trom  the  gentleman  who  offered  it. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18—1  shall  be  happy  to  give 
my  reasons  for  offering  that  order.  I  find  from 
the  Auditor's  report  that  the  contingent  fund  of 
the  Common  Council  was  $3900,  and  that  in  the 
first  month  of  this  year  there  was  drawn  from 
that  fund  $909.85.  I  offer  this  order  in  the  inter- 
ests of  economy  and  well-being  of  the  members 
of  this  Council  I  find  we  have  run  into  late 
sessions  nearly  all  the  time.  It  has  got  to  be  a 
dead  certain  y  that  when  we  come  here  we  are  go- 
ing to  have  a  late  session.  If  we  stay  here  un- 
til eleven  o'clock,  carriages  and  refresh- 
ments are  ordered,  and  money  spent  which 
ought  not  to  be  spent.  If  we  go  on  in  the  way  in 
which  we  have  started,  at  the  end  of  the  ten 
working  months  of  this  year  we  will  have  spent 
$9090,  when  we  have  but  $3900  in  the  Contingent 
Fund.  It  may  be  interesting  to  know  just  where 
this  money  goes.  I  find  by  the  Auditor's  books 
that  the  Parker  House  received  $318,  Hall  & 
Whipple  $20.85,  J.  P.  Barnard  $157.50,  J.  E.  May- 
nard  $334.25,  C.  K.  Smith,  carriages,  $16,  another 
man  named  Smith  $4,  cigars  $22  25,  badge  §5,  and 
two  other  parties, for  carriages.$32, making  $909.85. 
That  is  for  the  mouth  beginning  March  15  and 
ending  April  15,  and  is  paid  out  of  the  first  mon- 
eys of  this  year's  appropriation.  I  think  it  is 
time  we  were  brought  to  a  halt,  and  I  offer  this 
order  for  that  veiy'reasou,  that  if  we  adjourn  at 
eleven  o'clock  there  will  be  no  need  of  carriages 
for  any  of  us.  The  trains  taking  members  to  the 
outlying  wards  leave  at  a  quarter-past  eleven,  ex- 
cept for  the  Brighton  District,  which  leaves  at 
five  minutes  past  eleven,  and  we  will  give 
our  Ward  25  friend  permission  to  depart 
in  time  to  catch  his  train.  Every  late  ses- 
sion costs  the  city  of  Boston  from  seventy-five  to 
one  hundred  dollars.  On  April  21  we  paid  for  re- 
freshments after  the  Council  adjourned  $49.89, 
and  for  carriage  hire  $18.25.  On  April  28,  after 
the  Council  adjourned,  we  paid  $56.80  for  refresh- 
ments and  $49.50  for  carriage   hire.    On   May   5, 
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after  the  Council  adjourned,  836.15  for  refresh- 
ments and  $37.25  for  carriage  hire,  making  a 
grand  total  for  three  weeks  of  $250.80.  I  think 
thrt  is  enough  to  make  us  say  there  is  good  rea- 
son for  passing  this  order  and  that  we  will  do  it. 
I  don't  believe  the  gentlemen  who  have  hart  those 
carriages  and  refreshments  realized  exactly  what 
they  were  doing.  1  believe  they  are  just  as  good 
and  square  men  as  I  am.  But  they  drop  over 
there  to  the  Parker  House,  call  for  a  little  some- 
thing to  eat  and  drink  and  cigars  to  go  with  it, 
and  the  bill  amounts  to  a  good  deal 
more  than  they  think  for.  I  think  it  only 
needs  to  have  the  attention  of  the  Council  called 
to  that  fact  in  order  t<>  have  a  remedy.  1  hope 
this  order  will  pass.  I  believe  it  is  the  right 
thing  for  us  to  do.  I  simply  offer  it  in  the  int-  r- 
ests  of  economy,  and  for  the  comfort  and  con- 
venience of  the  members  of  this  Council. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16— No  doubt  the  gen- 
tleman who  offerer!  this  order  has  good  inser- 
tions and  desires  to  promote  economy.  The  gen 
tleman  in  the  other  section  not  up  very  promptly 
and  asked  why  this  Older  was  offered.  I  claim 
there  might  have  been  a  lit;l«  gathering,  and 
perhaps  a  little  caucus,  as  to  the  introduction  of 
this  order  and  how  to  carry  it  out.  The  gentle- 
man has  produced  the  amounts  spent,  and  I 
claim  that  he  ought  to  have  brought  in  the 
names  of  those  who  participated.  If  I  had 
been  there  I  should  not  object  to  having 
my  name  on.  I  hope  the  matter  will  be  laid  over 
until  the  next  meeting,  and  then  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  8  can  bring  in  the  names  of  those  who 
go  to  the  Parker  House.  There  is  the  ge>  tleman 
from  Ward  23,  we  know  he  has  never  been  there, 
and  be  should  not  be  compelled  to  shoulder  any 
part  of  this.  It  seems  to  nie  this  matter  should 
come  up  next  November  previous  to  election,  and 
the  gentleman  is  too  soon  in  bringing  it  up  this 
evening.  I  don't  see  why  the  gentleman  is  not 
willing  to  let  it  go  over  so  that  he  can  give  the 
names  of  those  who  participated. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the  ta- 
ble.   Lost. 

Mr.  Whitinore — I  would  suggest  that  the  gen- 
tlemar  from  Ward  18  is  not  getting  the  remedy 
in  the  best  possible  form.  If  we  limit  the  time  of 
meeting  to  eleven  o'clock,  we  shall  put 
a  premium  upon  gentlemen  who  desire  to 
defeat  anything  by  parliamentary  tactics. 
When  we  know  definitely  that  a  matter  can  be 
staved  off  if  we  postpone  it  until  eleven  o'clock, 
it  is  very  easy  to  prolong  discussion,  and  filibus- 
ter. I  would  suggest  that  instead  of  trying  to 
prevent  this  evil  by  limiting  the  session,  that  the 
gentlemen  form  a  league  of  those  who  wish  to 
save  the  city's  money,  who  will  leave  at  eleven 
o'clock,  and  the  Chair  declare  'h"  Council  ad- 
journed for  want  of  a  quorum.  Beyond  that,  the 
real  difficulty  which  he  desires  to  meet  is  to  save 
the  city's  money,  and  if  he  will  bring  forward  a 
measure  to  stop  expenditures  tor  carriages  and 
refreshments  on  the  night  of  meetings,  I  think  he 
will  reach  it.  My  objection  to  the  order  is  that  I 
think  it  will  in  many  cases  work  to  this  detri- 
ment of  the  city. 

Mr.  Hart — In  regard  to  staving  off  business 
which  ought  to  be  transacted,  it  is  an  easy  matter 
to  have  this  body  called  together  as  we  have  been 
told  tonight.  Any  of  us  can  step  into  the  Mayor's 
office  and  get  an  order  tor  this  Council  to  con- 
vene the  next  day.  Knowing  that  my  friend  from 
Ward  12  would  not  use  his  parliamentary  knowl- 
edge to  defeat  any  measure  coming  up,  I  think 
this  plan  is  the  best.  After  this  order  is  passed, 
I  will  offer  one  which  I  have  in  my  hand  and 
which  I  think  will  remedy  the  whole  matter. 

Mr.  Hagar—  \\  ill  the  gentleman  tell  us  what  he 
proposes  to  offer  after  this  is  disposed  of  ? 

Mr.  Hart — Certainly,  it  it  is  in  order. 

The  President— What  the  gentleman  mtends  to 
offer  will  not  be  in  order  at  this  time. 

Mr.  Hagar— Not  knowing  what  he  intends  to 
offer,  I  do  not  know  whether  I  agree  with  him  or 
not,  I  agree  with  him  in  regard  to  preventing 
late  sessions.  They  are  very  onerous  ami  ex- 
haustive, and  the  gentleman  will  find  me  stand- 
ing by  him  in  voting  to  adjourn  at  eleven  o'clock. 
But  It  seems  to  ine  it  will  be  rather  provincial  for 
the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  have 
a  standing  order  that  it  will  not  continue  in  ses- 
sion after  eleven  o'clock.  1  think  a  code  of  rules 
of  the  Common  Council  of  Boston  with  an  order 
of  that  kind  would  excite  a  smile  if  they  tell  into 
the  hands  of  some  outsider.  What  thegentleman 
from  Watu  12  said  strikes  me  with  a  great  deal  of 
force.    There  is  a  strong  temptation  to  filibuster, 


and  I  think  the  rules  should  not  be  framed  so  as 
to  tempt  members  to  do  so.  On  that  ground,  as 
well  as  on  account  of  its  seeming  to  be  somewtiat 
simple-minded  and  primitive,  I  shall  oppose  the 
order. 

A»r.  Whitmore — I  am  so  anxious  to  sustain  the 
reputation  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  18 
has  given  me,  that  having  obtained  the  order 
which  h- intended  to  offer,  I  will  myself  offer  it 
as  a  substitute. 

Ordered.  That  The  President  shall  not  approve 
any  bills  for  refreshments  furnished  members  of 
the  Common  Council  on  the  day  or  evening  of 
the  usual  meetings  without  a  special  vote  of  the 
Council. 

The  President,  ruled  the  substitute  out  of  order 
as  not  getmane  to  tne  question. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  thinn  that,  if  the  members  of  the 
Council  would  proceed  to  the  Parker  House  be- 
fore the  session,  as  the  Aldermen  do,  we  should 
get  home  a  great  deal  earlier. 

Mr.  Hart— in  regard  to  this  being  provincial,  I 
am  told  that  the  City  Council  of  Philadelphia  and 
the  House  of  Representatives  each  has  a  fixed 
hour  tor  adjournment. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— The  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts  meets  every  day.  I  agree  with  the 
gentleman  trom  tVard  18  in  everything  he  de- 
sires to  accomplish,  but  do  not  think  this  order 
will  accomplish  it.  I  agree  with  my  colleague 
and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  rhat  it  will  be  a 
premium  upon  filibustering.  I  think  the  substi- 
tute is  a  proper  one. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Freeman,  the  order  to  de- 
clare the  Council  adjourned  at  eleven  o'clock  was 
indefinitely  postponed,  31  for.  21  against.  Mr. 
Freeman  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Mr.  Hart  offered  the  order  previously  offered 
as  a  substitute  by  Mr.  Whitmore,  forbidding  the 
approval  of  bills  for  refreshments  on  the  day  of 
the  meeting  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore  asked  if  this  order  would  cover 
committee  meetings  duriDg  the  day,  and  the 
President  ruled  that  it  would  not  affect  commit- 
tee meetings. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  nassed. 
Mr.  Hart  moved  a  reconsideraton.    Lost. 

AMBULANCE  FOR  EAST  BOSTON. 
Mr.  Donerty  of  Ward  2  presented  sundry  peti- 
tions from  residents  of  East  Boston  in  favor  of 
establishing  an  ambulance  for  that  section, and  in 
connection  therewith  offered  an  order — That  the 
Committee  on  the  City  Hospital  be  requested  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  locating  an  ambulance 
in  East  Boston,  so  that  persons  meeting  with  ac- 
cidents in  that  section  of  the  city  may  be  prompt- 
ly conveyed  to  the  City  Hospital.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  City  Hospital. 

PAY  OP  FERRY   EMPLOYES. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1  offered  an  order— That  the 
Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries  he  requested  to 
i  stablish  the  compensation  paid  the  employes  in 
that  department  at  rates  paid  prior  to  the  reduc- 
tion in  1877,  providing  the  said  employes  are  as 
competent  as  those  in  the  employ  of  said  depart- 
ment prior  to  the  time  of  said  reduction. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gove,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  East  Boston  Ferries.  Mr.  Gove  re- 
quested that  the  committee  confer  with  the  di- 
rectors, but  said  he  would  not  include  it  in  his 
motion. 

PROPOSED  EXTENSION  OF  SEWALL  PLACE. 
Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18  offered  an  order— That  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets  be  request- 
ed to  consider  and  report  upon  the  expediency 
of  extending  Sewall  place  to  Springlane.  Passed. 
Sent  up. 

PORTRAITS    OF    THE    PRESIDENTS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  the  President  of  the  Common  Council  be 
authorized  to  exchange  any  of  the  portraits  in 
the  President's  room  for  other  portraits  of  the 
same  person.    Passed. 

PROPOSED  HOLIDAY  ON  DECORATION  DAY. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13  offered  an  order— That 
all  persons  employed  by  the  city,  whose  services 
will  not  be  absolutely  required,  be  granted  a  holi- 
day, without  loss  of  pay,  on  Decoration  Day,  May 
.'iiiih,  instant. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time,  and  put  upon 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Wheeicr— I  have  some  doubts  as  to  the 
legality  of  that  order.  I  think  no  member  would 
desire  to  vote  for  it  if  it  Is  absoluteiy  illegal,  and 
I  do  not  think  any  laborer  would   like  to   receive 
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pay  for  a  holiday  on  that  day  if  it  is  absolutely 
illegal  to  pass  au  order  of  this  kind.  I  would 
move  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, wi*  instructions  to  report  at  the  next 
meeting  as  to  its  legality.  Or  course  it  is  a  serious 
matter  for  us  to  vote  away  money  of  the  city 
without  any  consideration  whatever.  It  there  is 
no  consideration  for  it,  and  it  is  illegal,  I  should 
not  be  disposed  for  it. 

Mr.  Devlin— I  accept  the  suggestion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10.  I  supposed  the  order  was 
legal  when  I  offeied  it.  I  would  remind  the  gen- 
tleman that  the  30th  of  May  has  been  made  a  legal 
holiday  by  the  Legislature  of  this  year. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Judiciary,  with  instructions  to  report  at  the  next 
meeting. 

NUISANCE  IN  SOUTH  BOSTON. 

Mr.  Powers  <f  Ward  13  offered  an  order— That 
the  Board  of  Health  be  requested  to  abate  the 
nuisance  exfsting  on  the  vacant  land  between 
Fifth  and  Seventh  streets,  South  Boston,  the  same 
being  dangerous  to  the  public  health  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  city. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17, 
to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health. 

THE     POLICE     PARADE. 

Mr.  Murphy  of  Ward  3  offered  the  following: 

As  the  city  of  Bostou  is  at  the  present  time 
afflicted  by  numerous  fires  of  incendiary  origin, 
and  as  it  is  doubtful  if  the  proposed  annual  par- 
ade or  the  Boston  Police  Force,  on  or  about  the 
26th  of  May,  1881,  is  necessary,  or  would  add  to 
its  present  efficiency,  and  as  it  would  leave  the 
city  in  part  unprotected,  and  thereby  would  be 
dangerous  to  its  business  interests,  be  it 

Resolved,  That,  this  Common  Council  request  of 
the  Police  Commissioners  that  the  proposed  an- 
nual parade  of  the  force  be  dispensed  with. 

The  resolve  was  read  a  second  time  and  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Parkman — When  the  department  had  its 
annual  parade  last  year,  it  struck  me  that  it  was 
a  very  good  thing,  in  order  that  the  citizens  of 
Boston  might  see  what  an  efficient  police  force 
we  have.  It  is  the  only  time  when  the  police 
force  come  together  as  a  body  and  make  any 
show.  I  was  quite  impressed  with  the  parade.  I 
move  the  reference  of  the  resolve  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Police. 

Mr.  Murphy— I  have  no  objection  to  its  being 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police.  The  reason 
I  offered  the  resolve  is,  It  is  evident  to  members 
of  the  Council  that  the  Commissioners  in  calling 
between  600  and  700  men  out  on  this  annual 
parade,  will  leave  the  city  protected  by  about  100 
men.  I  think  it  would  be  unnecessary  and  un- 
wise to  have  this  annual  parade  at  the  present 
time. 

The  order  was  reterred  to  the  Committee  on 
Police— 28  for,  10  against. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  moved  to  adjourn. 
Lost. 

THE  REMOVAL  OF    FENCES    FROM    THE    SQUARES. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Common  and  Public  Grounds  be  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  remove  the  fences  enclosing 
certain  of  the  smaller  public  grounds  of  the  city, 
in  cases  where  the  committee  believe  it  would  be 
advisable  to  no  so,  in  order  to  avoid  the  expense 
of  renewing  or  repairing  said  fences;  the  expense 
incurred  thereby  to  be  charged  to  the  special  ap- 
propriation for  fences,  and  all  revenue  derived 
from,  the  sale  ot  old  material  to  be  paid  over  to 
the  Collector  as  income  from  the  department. 

Ordered,  That  the  action  of  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Public  Grounds  in  removing  certain 
of  the  fences  on  Commonwealth  avenue  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed. 

Mr.  Freeman — If  this  order  had  come  In  sim- 
ply to  ratify  the  action  already  taken  by  the  com- 
mittee, I  should  be  in  favor  of  it;  but  I  am  not  in 
favor  of  passing  an  order  allowing  them  to  re- 
move any  more  fences.  If  we  can  pass  an  order 
confirming  what  they  have  done,  they  ought  to 
be  satisfied  with  the  Council  for  relieving  them 
of  their  position,  for  they  have  laid  themselves 
liable  for  damages  and  open  prosecution.  They 
have  no  more  right  to  remove  those  fences  with- 
out an  order  of  the  City  Council,  than  they  have 
to  take  away  the  statue  ot  Alexander  Hamilton, 
the  resideuts  of  Commonwealth  avenue  would 
prefer  to  have  taken  away.  At  the  time  the 
fence  was  taken  away  there  was  a  petition 
in  circulation  to  have  it  replaced.  X 
don't      know      anything      about      it,     but     I 


am  rather  curious  to  know  where  it  is. 
The  petition  has  been  handed  to  some  member 
of  the  City  Government.  I  won't  bring  it  any 
nearer  home  to  the  committee.  I  think  it  possi- 
ble they  may  have  known  of  it  at  the  time,  but  I 
don't  believe  they  did.  However,  I  don't  bi-lieve 
we  should  pass  an  order  for  the  removal  of  any 
more  fences.  I  move  this  order  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  the  President  announced  that  the  ques- 
tion would  first  be  upon  the  passage  of  the  order 
to  remove  fences. 

Mr.  Parkman— This  is  a  similar  order  to  what 
was  passed  last  year  under  that  order.  The  com- 
mittee alter  careful  consideration  removed  cer- 
tain fences  in  the  city,  beginning  with  one  square 
on  Commonwealth  avenue,  taking  down  the 
fences  on  Blaekstone  and  Franklin  squares,  and 
some  other  squares  at  the  South  End.  1  think 
any  one  who  has  seen  those  squares  since  the 
fences  were  removed  must  agree  that  it  is  a 
great  improvement.  I  know  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  agrees  with  me.  but  it  is  only  for 
the  pleasure  of  creating  a  little  excitement  that 
he  moves  to  indefinitely  postpone.  I  think  the 
action  of  the  committe  has  been  of  gveat  advan- 
tage to  the  city.  It  will  cost  much  more  than  the 
appropriation  to  make  even  a  starr,  much  less  to 
put  the  fences  in  the  condition  in  which  they 
should  he.  It  will  be  a  great  saving  ot  money  in 
the  long  run  to  have  such  fences  removed  as  the 
committee  deem  advisable.  I  hope  the  same  au- 
thority will  be  given  that  the  committee  had  last 
year. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  should  like  to  inquire 
if  it  is  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  remove 
the  fence  recently  put  up  on  a  part  of  the  exten- 
sion of  East  Chester  square.  I  ask  this  because 
I  was  along  there  looking  at  the  fence  and  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  slender  attempt  at  a 
fence  which  appeals  there  now  was  put  up  for 
the  workmen  to  rest  their  shovels  against  at  the 
annual  planting  of  trees  on  East  Chester  park. 
That  process  is  going  on  now;  whether  they  plant 
trees  in  the  same  place  every  year  I  cannot  say, 
but  those  fences  are  a  good  place  to  rest  the 
shovels  against. 

Mr.  Freeman — i  believe  the  fence  on  Common- 
wealth avenue  was  injured  by  the  tip-carts  that 
the  department  backed  uo  against  it.  While  the 
squares  on  the  avenue  look  better  without  the 
fence,  I  think  it  is  dangerous.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  knows — and  I  know  that  he  knows — 
that  the  residents  on  Commonwealth  avenue 
object  to  having  the  fences  removed.  I  move 
that  this  order  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  hope  this  motion 
will  prevail  to  lay  upon  the  table.  The  gentleman 
who  introduced  the  order  says  the  committee  had 
similar  authority  last  year.  They  took  up  a  fence 
in  South  Boston  in  St.  Thomas  Park  this  year, 
and  there  is  a  petition  in  circulation  to  {have  it 
put  up  there  immediately,  tf  the  committee  put 
it  back  next  year,  perhaps  the  next  committee 
will  take  it  down  and  then  maybe  another 
committee  will  put  it  up.  I  hope  the 
order  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  will  not  pre- 
vail. If  they  have  got  any  fences  to  remove,  let 
them  come  in  and  make  a  statement  of  where 
they  are  situated. 

Mr.  Parkman— I  wish  it  distinctly  understood 
that  that  order  is  not  offered  by  me  individually, 
but  is  introduced  after  careful  consideration  by 
the  whole  committee.  While  I  am  perfectly  free 
to  admit  that  the  residents  on  Commonwealth 
avenue  are  divided  upon  the  question  of  remov- 
ing the  fence,  I  think  there  is  no  division  of  opin- 
ion among  competent  gardeners  and  landscape 
architects  that  the  removal  of  the  fence  is  an  im- 
provement. The  committee  removed  that  fence 
last  autumn.  We  removed  the  fence  on  one 
square  to  see  what  the  effect  would  be.  I  took  a 
good  deal  of  pains  to  converse  with  residents, 
many  of  whom  are  friends  of  mine,  and 
found  a  large  majority  in  favor  cf  the 
removal,  although  I  admit  that  some  were  op- 
posed to  it.  It  has  been  stated  that  a  petition  in 
favor  of  replacing  the  fence  has  been  going  the 
rounds.  It  has  been  intimated  to  me  that  there 
is  such  a  petition,  but  that  Is  all  I  know  about  it. 
The  fence  was  taken  down  eight  months  ago,  and 
the  residents  have  had  that  time  to  express  their 
opinion.  There  is  such  a  thing  as  laches  known 
to  lawyers.  If  those  people  did  not  take  the  op- 
portunity to  express  their  opinion  within  those 
eight  months  I  think  the  committee  have  a  right 
to  say  that  it  is  an  approval  of  their  action. 
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Mr.  Devlin  —  I  can  only  confirm  what 
my  colleague  has  said.  The  petition  tor 
the  restoration  of  the  fence  on  St.  Thom- 
as Park  is  news  to  me.  I  have  taken 
pains  to  inquire  ot  the  people  about  St.  Thomas 
Park  and  in  South  Boston  generally,  and  they 
commend  the  action  of  the  committee.  The  com- 
mittee has  not  taken  hasty  action.  We  removed 
one  section  of  the  fence  on  Commonwealth  ave- 
nue first.  We  asked  interested  parties  and  gen- 
erally found  that  the  people  sanctioned  our  ac- 
tion. It  is  well  known  that  in  New  York  some 
years  ago  the  fences  on  all  the  public  squares 
were  removed,  and  I  think  all  will  agree  that  in 
regard  to  beauty  it  is  certainly  favorable  to  re- 
moving the  fences.  I  wish  I  could  think  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10  was  sincere  in  his  remark™ 
Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14—1  have  heard  considera- 
ble complaint  about  the  removal  of  the  fence  in 
St.  Thomas  Park.    The  boys  get  up  there  and  roll 


down  large  stones;  the  police  go  after  them  and 
the  boys  go  on  the  other  side.    There  has  been 

freat  complaint,  and  1  think  a  petition  will  be 
anded  in  to  put  the  fence  back. 

Mr.  Huntress  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  declared  ordered.  Mr. 
Rosnosky  doubted  the  vote.  The  Council  was 
divided— 25  for,  4  against.  The  President  declared 
that  a  quorum  had  not  voted,  and  proceeded  to 
ascertain  if  a  quorum  was  present. 

Mr.  Freeman  asked  if  the  ordering  of  the  pre- 
vious question  would  cut  off  the  motion  to  lay 
upon  the  table,  and  the  President  ruled  that  it 
would  not. 

The  question  was  again  taken  on  ordering  the 
main  question— 31  for,  4  against,  but  as  a  quorum 
had  not  voted,  the  result  was  not  declared. 

Mr.  Pratt  moved  that  the  question  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays.    Lost. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    16,    1881. 


Regular  meeting:  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien.  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENT. 

Public  Weigher— Patrick  B.  Wynne.  Con- 
tirined. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  H.  T.  Dra- 
per, to  be  paid  for  injuries  done  to  bis  vehicle  on 
Maple  street,  West  Roxbury,  April  13, 1881. 

Michael  J.  Flynn.to  be  compensated  for  person- 
al injuries  received  by  rea-on  of  an  alleged  defect 
in  Minot  street,  Feb.  4, 1881. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Sylvester  A.  Brown,  for  leave 
to  project  a  druggist's  mortar  i'.  front  of  1553-57 
Washington  street,  comer  of  West  Newton  street. 

George  T.  Sears,  for  leave  to  project  an  electric 
light  in  front  of  Blackstone  Bank  Building,  136 
Hanover  street,  corner  Union  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
School  Committee,  thai  windows  be  placed  in 
the  southerly  side  of  the  hall  of  the  Rice  School- 
house. 

John  Newell,  that  the  schoolhouse  on  Bedford 
street  be  used  for  a  free  industrial  school. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  Arthur  Noble,  uew  wooden,  1  horse,  Cot- 
tage street,  Ward  23;  D.  H.  Blaney,  old  wooden, 
4  horses,  Breuieu  street,  near  corner  Brooks 
street,  Ward  2:  D.  B.  Gray,  old  wooden,  3  horses, 
271  Eighth  street.  Ward  i5;  Gideon  Brown,  old 
wooden,  2  additional  horses,  Harvard  avenue, 
near  Brighton  avenue;  Frederick  L.  Ames,  new 
1>rick  and  stone,  10  horses,  Newbury  street.  Ward 
11;  Ruth  H.  Tomp-on,  old  wooden,  5  additional 
horses,  Ward  street,  near  Parker  street;  Arthur 
Timmins,  new  wooden,  75  hoises,  Beacon  street, 
near  Brookline  avenue.  Ward  22. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  John  W.  Day, 
for  a  sewer  in  Delle  avenue;  Francis  Loring,  trus- 
tee, et  at.,  for  a  sewer  in  Dorchester  avenue,  be- 
tween Park  and  Gibson   streets,  Dorchester. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  William  Austin,  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  Forest  Hills  street,  Ward  23; 
Henry  Pigeon  &  Son,  to  erect  addition  to  wooden 
building  on  89  Summer  street,  Ward  2 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Parks.  Pat- 
rick A.  Collins  et  al.,  in  favor  of  the  marine  park 
at  South  Boston. 

I'o  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Joseph  W.  Page,  for  permission  to  re- 
move an  unsightly  tree  from  opposite  his  prem- 
ises on  Centre  street,  near  Green  street,  Jamai- 
ca Plain. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  E.  W.  Ridgway 
etal.,  that  Rutland  place  be  lighted  with  gas; 
Granville  A.  Fuller  et  al.,  for  a  lamp  on  Harvard 
avenue,  near  the  engine  house. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall.  H.  R. 
O'Donnell  et  at.,  tor  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  Aug.  4, 
for  a  temperance  convention 

To  the  Boa.rd  of  Street  Commissioners.  Joshua 
Merrill  et  al  ,  in  aid  of  the  petition  of  South 
Boston  Railroad  Company  for  widening  of  Knee- 
land  street;  South  Boston  Iron  Company,  for 
same;  John  Sullivan  et  al.,  for  same;  R.  J.  Monks 
et  nl .,  tor  same;  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company 
et  al.,  for  same. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Cambridge  Rail- 
way Company,  for  extension  of  location  in  Brigh- 
ton. 

Charles  River  Street  Railway  Company,  for  a 
location  in  certain  streets  in  Brighton. 

Notice  from  Charles  River  Street  Railroad  Com- 
pany of  intention  to  apply  lor  further  location 
in  Brighton,  etc. 

B.  F.  S.  Bullard  etal.,  that  the  city  would  de- 
fray a  portion  of  the  expense  of  watering  Cabot 
street. 

Joseph  Nicotine  et  a!.,  that  Ferrv  street  be  re- 
paved. 

James  S.  Murphy,  against  laying  of  railroad 
tracks  in  Walnut  avenue. 

Danvets  SaviogB  Bauk,  for  edgestone  and  brick 
side/walk  at  38  and  40  Clarence  street. 


William  P.  Hunt  et  al.,  that  Water  street,  from 
Congress  to  Kilby  street,  be  repaved  with  as- 
phalt. 

Jacob  Sleeper  et  al.,  that  Arch  street  be  re- 
paved  with  asphalt. 

John  B.  Regan,  tor  edgestones  on  Mill  street, 
easterly  side,  between  Ashland  and  Commercial 
Streets. 

J.  W.  Wolcott,  that  the  gutters  in  front  of  the 
Hotel  Veudome  may  be  paved  with  asphalt. 

Otis  D.  Dana  el  al.,  that  Second  street,  between 
P  and  Q  streets,  be  filled  and  graded. 

F.  A.  Keith  et  al.,  for  brick  sidewalk  on  Blue 
Hill  avenue. 

Donald  Ramsey  et  al.,  that  the  plank  walk  on 
Hyde  Park  avenue  be  extended  to  the  Hyde  Park 
line. 

Matthew  H.  O'Nlel  et  al.,  for  edgestoneo  and 
sidewalks  on  Knowlton  street. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates 
of  N.  W.  Rice,  341  Commonwealth  avenue;  S.  E. 
Wright,  76  Deunis  street;  James  McCabe,  207-209 
Havre  street;  John  Mahoney.223  Havre  street; 
Ivory  Harmon,  551  Ease  Fifth  street;  Leander  B. 
Abbott,  15  Clarence  street. 

Petitions  lor  edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk  in 
front  of  estates  of  Charles  A.  Dean,  16  and  18 
Wilmont  street,  and  at  corner  of  Wilmont  and 
Elmore  streets;   Alden  Frlnk,  19  Wilmont  street. 

James  Wall,  to  move  wooden  buildine  from  53 
Monument  avenue,  Ward  5,  to  Madisou  avenue, 
corner  Ferrin  street,  Ward  3. 

Moses  Williams  et  al.,  that  Kilby  street  and 
Liberty  square  be  paved  with  asphalt. 

E.  G.  Clough  et  al.,  for  a  cross  walk  from  Cres- 
cent avenue  to  the  stables  at  Oak  square. 

Charles  W.  Hersey,  for  a  cross  walk  on  First 
street  at  corner  of  C  street. 

Naylor  &  Company,  for  permission  to  relay  the 
iron  pipe  formerly  placed  in  Dorchester  avenue 
from  Dove  street  to  their  works. 

Old  Colony  Railroad  Company  el  al.,  Richard  J. 
Monks  et  al.,  John  Sullivan  etal.,  Joshua  Merrill 
et  al.,  and  South  Boston  Iron  Company,  severally 
in  aid  of  petition  of  South  Boston  Rai'road  Com- 
pany for  locations  in  Kneeland  and  Lincoln 
streets. 

To  the  Joint  Commitl.ee  on  Common.  James  L. 
Little  et  al.,  that  the  fences  be  restored  on  Com- 
monwealth avenue. 

PEl'ITIONS   FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Petitions  to  locate  and  use  steam  engines  were 
received  as  follows: 

Chase  &  Prichard,  corner  of  Beach  and  Federal 
streets. 

George  W.  Ashby,  14  Hancock  street,  Charles- 
town. 

Isaac  F.  Scripture,  291  Dorchester  street. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  public  hear- 
ings thereon  on  Tuesday,  June  7,  next,  at  four 
o'clock  P.  M. 

HEARINGS   ON   SEWERS. 

Hearings  were  had  on  the  expediency  of  con- 
structing sewers  as  follows,  in  accordance  with 
orders  of  notice  previously  passed: 

In  Fairfield  street,  in  Broadway  extension,  in 
Brooks  street,  in  Hartford  street,  in  Blue  Hill 
avenue  and  in  Maywood  street. 

No  objections.  Severally  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

HEARING   ON   STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  the  following  petition  for 
leave  t<  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine:  H.  Went- 
worth,  at  151-153  Milk  street.  No  objections.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

SOUTH   BOSTON  RAILROAD. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  the  petition  of  the  South 
Boston  Railroad  to  lay  tracks  in  portions  of  P,  Q 
and  Third  streets.  No  objections.  Recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

PAPERS   FROM  THE   COMMON    COUNCIL. 

Petition  of  John  Sullivan  of  Ward  13,  and  oth- 
ers, in  favor  of  .a  marine  park  at  City  Point  came 
up.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Parks, 
with  directions  to  hear  the  parties.     Concurred. 

Order  for  obtaining  proposals,  and  making  a 
contract  to  report  and  publish  the  proceedings  of 
the  Citv  Council.     Passed  m  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Streets  to  consider  the 
expediency  of  extending  Mewall  place  to  Spring 
lane.     Passed  in  concurrence. 

Auditor's  monthly  exhibit,  May  1.  (Doc.  68.) 
Placed  on  file. 

Report  that  a  proposed  oraer  to  permit  the 
•Committee  on   the  ■  Survey,  etc,    of.   Buildings, 
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to  issue  permits  in  behalf  or  the  City  Council,  fur 
the  erection  of  wooden   buildings,  ought   not  to 
pass.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 
City  Architect. 

Renort  and  ordinance  to  amend  the  ordinance 
in  relation  to  City  Architect.    (Doc.  64.) 

Alderman  Curtis — I  can  see  uo  reason  why  that 
ordinance  should  be  passed.  The  City  Archi- 
tect has  all  the  authority  in  his  hands  now  which 
the  ordinance  could  possibly  give,  and  it  will  be 
simply  changing  the  ordinance.  He  already  has 
all  the  power  for  the  approval  of  bills  that  could 
possibly  be  invested  in  his  hands. 

Alderman  Caldwell— It  strikes  me  that  this  or- 
dinance goes  a  little  further  thaD  the  present 
one.  It  provides  that  no  building  shall  be  erected 
or  a  contract  for  th"  erection  of  one  made  until 
the  plans  are  ready.  [At  the  request  of  Alderman 
Caldwell  the  Chairman  read  the  ordinance  again.] 
I  think  that  is  different  from  what  the  Alderman 
supposes.  This  was  reported  upon  the  request 
of  the  committee  which  investigated  the  build- 
ing of  the  Marcella-street  Home,  and  I  think 
the  Alderman  was  one  of  those  who  signed  the 
reporr. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  can  see  no  reason  for  giv- 
ing the  Architect  such  powers  as  this  ordinance 
proposes,  because  we  have  already  provided  that 
the  Architect  should  not  advertise  for  any  Dro- 
posals  or  estimates  until  plans  are  completed,~and 
as  I  remember,  we  have  passed  an  ordinance  that 
he  shall  have  power  to  approve  bills.  So  far  as 
the  public  buildings  are  concerned,  he  is  the 
man,  and  the  only  man,  to  approve  the  bills. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  in  concurrence. 
City    Treasurer. 

Order  to  recommit  the  subject  of  the  elec- 
tion ot  a  City  Treasurer  to  the  nominating  com- 
mittee, with  instructions  to  report  the  name  of 
a  competent  person  who  will  take  the  position 
at  the  present  salary  of  $5000. 

Alderman  Htrsey— I  desire  to  say  a  word  in  re- 
lation to  the  nomination  of  Treasurer.  The  com- 
mittee decided  that  with  a  deficiency  existing  in 
his  accounts  of  rising  $89,000,  they  could  not 
renominate  the  present  incumbent.  It  is  well 
known  also  that  the  stealings  of  the  absconded 
cashier  from  the  treasury  cover  a  period  of  some 
six  years,  and  that  with  that  personal  supervision 
of  the  affairs  that  the  head  of  that  department 
should  have  made,  the  first  stealing  would  have 
been  discovered.  It  was  through  a  neglect  of  duty 
that  the  defaulter  was  enabled  to  continue  his 
depredations  on  the  treasury.  The  committee  by 
a  unanimous  vote  nominated  Mr.  Turner,  the 
present  Auditor,  for  the  position,  without  solici- 
tation, with  the  understanding  that  the  salary 
would  be  increased,  and  the  manner  in  which  th* 
matter  was  disposed  of  in  the  other  branch  was 
not  on  its  merits,  to  say  the  least,  but  was  hasty 
and  unwarranted,  and  ought  not  to  prevail.  Mr. 
Turner  does  not  now  solicit  the  position.  The 
committee  made  the  nomination  believing  that 
the  best  interests  of  the  city  would  be  promoted 
thereby,  and  unanimously  recommended  a  suita- 
ble salary  for  the  office,  leaving  the  question 
to  be  adjusted  by  the  City  Council,  who 
•will,  I  believe,  on  reflection  grant  as 
suitable  the  increase  as  reported.  The  nomina- 
tion received  the  approval  of  our  largest  taxpay- 
ers and  of  many  well-known  citizens  of  all  parties 
and  the  almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  press. 
And  a  better  exposition  of  the  committee's  views 
and  the  state  of  the  case  cannot  be  found  than 
appeared  in  a  late  number  ot  the  Boston  Herald. 
How  for  these  reasons  the  committee  have  acted 
in  presenting  the  name  ot  Mr.  Turner  for  Treas- 
urer. I  know  that  some  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment have  expressed  the  opinion  that  we  should 
retain  Mr.  Turnei  as  Auditor  as  long  as  we  can; 
but  I  think  he  can  do  the  city  more  service  in 
reorganizing  the  Treasury  Department,  and  at 
the  same  time  be  retained  to  give  such  in- 
formation as  he  may  possess  for  the  admin- 
istration of  city  affairs.  Now,  as  regards  the 
salary  Compared  with  those  of  other  treasurers 
which  have  been  alluded  to.  There  is  no  treasury 
of  equal  magnitude  where  all  the  payments  are 
made  in  such  detail  as  they  are  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. Take,  for  instance,  the  State  treasurer. 
No  pay  rolls  of  the  employes,  or  bills  of  the  vari- 
ous institutions,  are  paid  by  him  or  at  bis  office, 
the  warrants  being  drawn  on  him  in  the  total  by 
the  agent  of  each  institution,  and  his  responsi- 
bility ceases. 

In  the  case  of  the  assistant  treasurer  of  the 
United    States  at  this  city,  he  receives  and  pays 


out  u  large  amounts,  having  no  pay  rolls  of  the 
various  Uuited  States  departments  to  pay  in  this 
vicinity.  In  our  treasury  everytniDg  is  paid  by  the 
Treasurer,  each  laborer  being  paid  by  the  paymas- 
ters of  the  departments.  The  pavmepts  are  about 
$17,000,000  by  the  City  Treasurer  annually.  The 
payments  of  the  State  Treasurer  some  $9,000,000. 
The  officers  of  the  prominent  savings  banks,  li  I  e  in 
surance  and  other  financial  institutions  nave  no 
more  responsibility,  and  in  many  instances  not  so 
much,  giving  bonds  in  many  cases  for  a  much 
smaller  amount,  and  in  some  cases  nonejat  all,  but 
receive  larger  salaries  than  that  proposed  by  the 
committee  for  the  Treasurer.  Mr.  Chairman— I 
hold  in  my  hand  an  editorial  which  appeared  in 
the  Boston  Herald,  which  I  think  states  very 
clearly  the  opinions  of  the  business  men  in  this 
community.  I  will  ask  the  City  Clerk  to  read  it, 
as  my  eyesight  is  weak.  I  will  then  move  the  in- 
definite postponement  of  the  order  from  the 
other  branch. 

Th3  City  Clerk  read  the  following: 

"In  selecting  Mr.  Alfred  T.  Turner  to  be  treas- 
urer of  Boston,  the  nominating  committee  of 
the  City  Council  has  made  a  very  wise  choice. 
Mr.  Turner  is  one  of  our  old  and  well-tried  city 
officials,  and  has  perlormed  in  a  highly  satisfac- 
tory manner  the  duties  appertaining  to  several 
municipal  offices,  though  it  is  as  City  Auditor 
that  he  is  best  known  to  the  public.  What  the 
treasurer's  department  of  the  city  has  for  years 
needed  was  some  one  to  take  charge  of  it  who 
was  methodical  and  painstaking  even  in  matters 
of  detail.  There  has  been  in  the  past  too  much 
carelessues-,  the  belief  seeming  to  exist  that  af- 
fairs would  look  out  for  themselves.  That  they 
would  not,  Air.  Dennie,  the  present  treasurer, 
found  through  a  sad  experience,  and  his  prede- 
cessor might  have  made  an  equally  humiliating 
discovery,  if  bis  accounts  had  been  thoroughly 
settled  before  his  death.  Now,  in  his  office  as  au- 
ditor, Mr.  Turner  has  exhibited  this  desired 
meihodical  spirit  in  a  high  degree.  It  was  neces- 
sary that  each  account  should  tally;  that  there 
should  be  check  and  countercheck;  and,  in  per- 
fecting his  branch  of  the  service,  the  City  Audit- 
or has  shown  patience  and  a  determination  to 
be  accurate.  These  virtues  are  what  we  need  in 
the  Treasury  Department.  It  is  not  necessary 
that  the  treasurer  should  be  a  financier,  in  the 
large  sense  ot  that  word,  for  it  is  not  a  difficult 
task  to  float  our  municipal  bonds;  but  he  should 
be  honest  and  careful  in  the  management  of  his 
trust,  and  that  -Mr.  Turner  is  both  honest  and 
careful   we  think  all  who  know  him  will  admit." 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed.  Notice 
sent  down. 

Fourth  of  July. 

Non-concurrence  with  the  Board  in  appropriat- 
ing $10,000  for  observance  ot  July  4, 1881,  and 
appointing  Messrs.  Baitlett,  Gove  and  Folan  a 
committee  of  conference  on  this  subject. 

The  question  was  upon  concurrence  in  appoint- 
ing a  counnitte  of  conference. 

Alaermau  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien — It  appears  to  me  we  ought  to 
concur  with  the  Council  in  the  pass  ,ge  of  an  order 
appropriating  $15,000  to  celebrate  the  Fourth  of 
July.  When  I  look  around  this  Board  and  see 
the  gray-haired — and  I  might  say  bald-headed — 
gentlemen  who  are  my  associates,  I  am  afraid  they 
forget  they  were  once  boys.  Now,  it  appears  to 
me  that  every  Fourth  of  July  we  have  celebrated 
for  some  years  past,  we  have  not  had  the  means 
to  carry  it  out  as  it  should  be.  I  speak  for 
350,000  people,  citizens  of  Boston,  whose  holiday 
is  essentially  aud  emphatically  the  Fourth  of 
July.  It  is  the  day  of  the  year  that  our  entire 
citizens,  with  some  exceptions — those  who  have 
nice  places  in  the  country  or  on  the  seashore — 
generally  enjoy,  and  I  don't  think  $15,000  is  more 
than  we  ougut  to  appropriate  for  that  occasion. 
On  the  last  aud  previous  Fourths  of  July  I  at- 
tended some  of  the  entertainments  tor  children 
in  the  halls  of  the  city.  I  did  not  care  anything 
for  the  performances  or  the  performers,  but  I 
could  not  help  looking  at  the  children — they  were 
so  fully  entertained.  When  you  consider  toat  on 
that  day  some  40,000  people  are  entertained,  in- 
structed and  amused, — children  who  never  go  to 
a  performance  through  the  yt  a  r,  except,  perhaps, 
on  that  occasion,— 1  do  not  think  we  ought  to  be 
so  economical  as  to  cut  down  the  appropriation 
to  $10,000.  I  might  go  further,  Mr.  Chairman.  I 
believe  that  the  expenditure  of  this  money  on  the 
Fourth  of  July  in  entertainments  will  keep  our 
people  from  other  matters  which  would  n't  be  so 
well  for  their  morals.  The  Alderman  opposite  will 
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bear  me  out  m  tbe  statement  tbat  at  the  Centen- 
nial Exhibition,  which  thousands  and  thousands 
of  people  visited  in  Philadelphia,  not  a  Urunkeu 
man  was  seen.  1  believe  tbat  it  A-e  amuse  and 
insiructour  people  at  borne  on  tbe  Fourth  of 
July,  it  will  keep  them  iroin  other  matters  tbat 
would  not  be  so  beneficial.  Insteau  oi  appoint- 
ing a  committee  of  conference,  I  bope  tbe  Board 
will  concur  with  the  Council  in  the  passage  oi  tbe 
order  appropriating  $15,000  lor  tbe  celebration  ot 
tbe  Fourtb  ot  July. 

Alderman  Slade— 1  suppose  tbat  even  if  we  re- 
duced this  appropriation  to  $10,000  nobody  ex- 
pected to  do  away  with  tbe  entertainmen  s  for 
the  children,  and  it  the  Alderman's  statement  tbe 
oilier  ingot  was  correct,  tbat  nas  always  been  ac- 
cotuplisned  with  $10,000.  But  tbat  was  n't  exactly 
what  i  arose  for.  I  nave  n't  forgotten,  as  tbe  Al- 
derman seems  to  think,  tuac  I  was  once  a  boy, 
and  I  have  n't  forgotten  that  when  I  was  a  boy, 
we  used  to  tire  some  powder  and  make  some  noise 
on  tbe  Fiurtn  of  Julv.  We  have  got  it  simmered 
down  so  tine  now,  here  in  Boston,  that  we  don't 
even  fire  a  cracker.  Two  or  three  years  ago  we 
voted  to  do  away  witb  firing  cannon,  and  the  last 
year  I  was  on  tbe  committee  we  took  tbe  cannon 
away  up  on  to  Corey  Hill,  where  nobody  could 
hear  it  fired  off,  so  as  to  prevent  making  a  noise 
in  the  city.  1  am  sorry  lor  that,  and  ever  since 
that  policy  was  aaopted  i  ha.e  really  taken  very 
little  interest  in  celebrating  the  Fourth  ot  July 
here  in  Boston.  Last  year,  in  order  to  have  a 
little  fun,-  burn  some  powder  and  make  a  noise,  1 
went  up  into  my  attic  and  fired  a  horse  pistol.  I 
think  the  doing  away  with  firiug  off  powder  on 
the  Founu  of  July,  as  our  fathers  did,  was  a  mis- 
take. 1  don't  use  to  object  to  appropriating 
$15,000,  thougn  at  our  last  meeting  it  was  stated 
that  we  had  celebrated  the  Fourth  of  July  satis- 
factorily tor  some  years  past  for  $10,000. 

Alderman  O'Brien — The  reason  why  the  bells 
have  not  been  rung  to  perpetuate  the  custom  on 
the4Fourth  of  July  is  because  the  city  of  Boston 
did  not  appropriate  money  enough.  The  reason 
we  didn't  have  a  respectable  show  of  fireworks 
on  the  Common  is  because  the  committee  did  n't 
have  money  enough  to  pay  for  a  respectable  ex- 
hibition. It  has  always  been  questionable  with 
the  Fourtb  of  July  Committee  whether  they 
should  have  a  balloon  ascension,  because  they 
did  n't  have  money  enough  to  pay  for  one.  We 
have  eDdeavored  to  keep  up  tbe  performances  for 
the  children  on  tbe  Fourth  of  July,  but  in  many 
instances  we  employed  cheap  talent  because  the 
city  did  n't  appropriate  money  enough  to  make  a 
decent  celebration.  The  committee  have  been 
hampered  in  this  way  for  many  years.  I  now 
move  that  we  concur  with  the  Council  in  appro- 
priating $15,000,  and  that  we  settle  this  matter 
without  referring  it  to  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence to  talk  it  over. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  most  heartily  second  the 
Alderman's  motion.  1  think  that  $15,000  is  a 
small  enough  sum  tor  a  great  city  like  Boston  to 
appropriate  ror  celebrating  the  Fourtb  of  July. 
I  don't  forget  that  I  was  once  a  boy,  and  I  am  a 
good  deal  of  a  boy  now.  I  want  to  see  this  ap- 
propriation made,  for  it  is  a  day  when  I  think 
people  ought  to  enjoy  themselves.  I  heartily 
second  the  motion  to  concur  with  tbe  Council. 

The  Board  receded  from  its  former  vote  and 
concurred  with  the  Council  in  making  the  amount 
$15,000— yeas  11,  nays  1— Alderman  Fiost  voting 
nay. 

FIRES   AND  ALARMS  IK  APRIL. 

The  report  of  the  Board  ot  Fire  Commissioners 
on  the  nuiuuer  and  character  of  the  alarms  in 
April  was  received  and  sent  down. 

GENEBAL  MEETING  OF  CITIZENS. 
Notice  was  received  from  the  Supreme  Court 
of  a  petition  of  L.  D.  Welby  and  others  for 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  show  cause  why  a 
mandamus  should  not  be  issued  to  compel 
tbe  Board  of  Aldermen  to  call  a  general 
meeting  ot  citizens  in  Faneuil  Hall,  as  petitioned 
by  L.  L>.  Welby  and  others.  Referred  to  the  City 
Solicitor. 

LEASES. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
of  tbe  leases  held  by  the  city  (City  Doc.  No.  C'J) 
was  received  and  sent  down, 

(ITY    MESSENGER. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  consider   the   special 
assignment,  viz.: 
Adoption  of  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  duties 


of  the  City  Messenger,  with  certain  amendments 
submitted  by  Alderman  Breck. 

Alderman  Breck  moved  that  the  ordinance  be 
adopted. 

Alderman  Slade— I  do  not  rise  to  object  to  this, 
but  to  ask  ii  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
have  had  this  matter  before  them  and  understand 
what  it  is  i  roposed  to  do. 

Alderman  Breck— This  subject  was  before  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  and  was  unanimously 
reported  by  them.  There  has  been  for  some  time 
past  an  apparent  necessity  for  a  change  in  the 
care  of  this  hall.  It  is  now  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Tucker,  who  informed  the  committee  that  he 
cared  nothing  about  it,  and  tbat  it  would  be  as 
well  to  place  it  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Messen- 
ger, who  is  here  every  day,  and  almost  every  hour 
ot  the  day,  and  oftentimes  at  night,  and  on  Sun- 
days, and  can  look  after  the  entire  hall.  He  will 
see  that  the  large  committee  room  is  kept  in  prop- 
er condition  and  always  presents  a  creditable  ap- 
pearance. I  understand  that  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings  is  perfectly  willing  tbat  this 
change  should  be  made.  1  think  we  ought  to 
adopt  this  ordinance. 

The  amendments  of  Alderman  Breck  were 
adopted. 

The  ordinance  as  amended  was  passed. 

Alderman  Breck  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Senr.  down. 

Later  iu  the  session,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Breck,  the  order  defining  the  duties  of  the  City 
Messenger— giving  him  the  control  of  the  police 
officers  at  City  Hall,  and  the  care  of  all  th*  de- 
partments, arid  providing  that  certain  rooms  on 
the  second  floor  be  controlled  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  certain  rooms  on  the  fourth  floor 
be  controlled  by  the  Common  Council,  was  taken 
from  the  table  and  indefinitely  postponed. 

ELECTION  OF  CITY  TREASURER. 
By    special    assignment    the    election    of    City 
Treasurer  came  up  for  action.    On  motion  of  Al- 
derman   Slade   the    Board    proceeded    to  ballot. 
Committse,  Aldermen  Slade,  Breck. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 11 

Necessary  I  or  a  choice 6 

A.  T.  Turner  had 9 

C.  H.  Deunie 2 

Blank 1 

Mr.  Turner  was  elected  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.    Sent  down. 

SALARIES. 

By  special  assignment  the  Board  considered  the 
second  report  of  Committee  on  Salaries  advising 
the  passage  ot  the  bill  heretofore  reported  by 
them  (Doc.  56),  with  increase  of  salary  of  City 
Treasurer  to  $8000  and  $1000  for  the  care  of  sink- 
ing funds,  and  $17,400  for  clerk  hire. 

The  question  came  first  upon  tbe  adoption  of 
the  order  in  the  second  report  of  the  committee 
fixing  the  salary  of  the  City  Treasurer  at  $9000, 
etc. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hersey  the  order  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  came  next  upon  the  passage  of 
the  orders  in  the  first  report  ot  the  committee, 
fixing  salaries  for  the  ensuing  year  as  set  forth  in 
City  Document  56. 

Alderman  Hersey  moved  that  when  the  ques- 
tion is  taken  it  been  the  smaller  sum,  the  amount 
of  the  present  salaries,  unless  otherwise  ordered 

Alderman  Viles  iu  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Knowing  the  temper  of  the 
Board, and  I  think  the  temper  of  tne  City  Council, 
on  this  matter  of  salaries,  I  have  had  prepared 
by  Mr.  Lee,  the  Clerk  of  Committees,  orders  with 
the  salaries  paid  last  year,  with  the  exception  of 
the  additional  clerk  hire,  and  other  matters  that 
were  required  to  he  changed;  and,  in  order  to 
bring  this  matter  to  a  test  vote,  I  will  offer  them 
as  a  substitute  for  the  orders  befoie  us.  There  is 
nothing  in  relation  to  the  salary  of  the  City  Treas- 
urer, and  that  question  will  remain  just  as  it  is 
until  otherwise  ordered. 

The  Chair  read  the  following,  offered  by  Alder- 
man O'Brien: 

Ordered,  That  the  salaries  oi  the  following,  for 
the  year  beginning  on  the  first  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-one,  and 
until  otherwise  ordered,  shall  be  as  herein  men- 
tioned, to  be  paid  monthly,  subject  to  the  deduc- 
tion of  any  and  all  sums  due  from  such  officers  to 
the  city: 

Section  1.  The  salary  of  the  Corporation  Coun- 
sel shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $5000  per  annum.  The 
salary  of  the  City  Solicitor  shall  be  at  the  rate  ot 
$4000  per  annum.      Tbe  salaries  of  tbe  Assistant 
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Solicitors  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $2500  each  per 
annum.  The  salaries  of  the  Conveyancers  shall 
be  at  the  rate  of  $2500  each  per  annum.  The  sal- 
ary of  the  clerk  appointed  by  the  Solicitor  shall 
be  at  the  rate  ot  $1500  per  annum 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  amount  here- 
tofore allowed  to  the  City  Registrar  for  clerk 
hire  theie  be  allowed  the  further  sum  of  $900,  be- 
ginning on  the  first  day  of  April,  1881,  until  other- 
wise ordered;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  City  Registrar's  Department. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  amount  here- 
tofore allowed  to  the  City  Colleccor  for  clerk 
hire  there  be  allowed  a  further  sura  of  $1000,  be- 
ginning April  1,  1881,  until  otherwise  ordered; to 
oe  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Collector's 
Department. 

Ordtred,  That  in  addition  to  the  amount  kere- 
toiore  allowed  to  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  for 
clerk  hire,  there  be  allowed  the  further  sum  of 
$2000,  beginning  on  the  1st  of  April,  1881.  until 
otherwise  ordered;  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  Auditor's  Department. 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  the  Second  Assist- 
ant Messenger,  beginning  April  1,  1881,  and  until 
otherwise  ordered,  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $600,  to 
be  paid  monthly,  subject  to  the  deduction  of  any 
and  all  sums  due  from  such  officer  to  the  city. 

Ordered,  That  the  salaries  of  the  following  offi- 
cers, for  the  year  beginning  on  the  first  day  of 
April,  1881,  and  until  otherwise  ordered,  shall  he 
as  herein  mentioned,  to  be  paid  monthly,  subject 
to  the  deduction  of  any  and  all  sums  due  from 
such  officers  to  the  city : 

Section  1.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Congress  street  Bridge  shall  be  at  the  rate  of 
$3450  per  annum,  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  his 
services  and  the  services  of  such  assistants  as  he 
may  employ;  and  he  shall  employ  one  engineer, 
whose  salary  shall  be  $750  per  anuum;  also  three 
Assistant  Superintendents,  whose  salary  shall  be 
$550  each  per  annum. 

Sect.  2.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Maiden  Bridge  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $1350  per 
annum,  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  his  services  and 
the  services  of  such  assistants  as  he  may  employ; 
and  he  shall  employ  one  Assistant  Superintend- 
ent, whose  salary  shall  be  $550  per  annum. 

Sect.  3  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Mt.  Washington-avenue  Bridge  shall  be  at  the 
rate  of  $2750  per  annum,  said  sum  to  be  in  full 
for  his  services  and  the  services  of  such  assist- 
ants as  he  may  employ;  and  he  shall  employ  one 
Assistant  Superintendent  whese  salary  shall  be 
$650  per  annum,  and  two  Assistant  Superintend- 
ents "whose  salary  shall  be  $550  each  per  annum. 

Sect.  4.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Federal-street  Bridge  shall  he  at  the  late  of  $2750 
per  annum,  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  his  services 
and  the  services  of  such  assistants  as  he  may  em- 
ploy; and  he  shall  employ  one  Assistant  Superin- 
tendent whose  salary  shall  be  $650  per  annum, 
and  two  Assistant  Superintendents  whose  salary 
shall  he  $550  each  per" annum. 

Sect.  5.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Broadway  Bridge  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $2900  per 
annum,  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  his  services  and 
the  services  of  such  assistants  as  he  may  employ; 
and  he  shall  employ  one  engineer,  whose  salary 
shall  be  S750  per  annum;  also  two  Assistant  Su- 
perintendents, whose  sala'y  shall  be  $550  each 
per  annum. 

Sect.  6.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Dover-street  Bridge  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $2650 
per  annum,  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  his  services 
and  the  services  of  such  assistants  as  he  may  em- 
ploy; and  he  shall  employ  one  Assistant  Superin- 
tendent whose  salary  shall  he  $650  per  annum, 
also  two  Assistant  Superintendents  wnose  salary 
shall  be  JJ550  each  per  annum. 

Sect.  7.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Meridian-street  Bridge  shall  be  at  the  rate  of 
$1450  per  annum,  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  his 
services  and  the  services  of  such  assistants  as  he 
may  employ;  and  he  shall  employ  one  Assistant 
Superintendent,  whose  salary  shall  be  $550  per 
annum. 

Sect.  8.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Chelsea-street  Bridge  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $300 
per  annum;  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  his  services 
and  the  services  of  such  assistants  as  he  may 
employ. 

Sect.  9.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Neponset  Bridge  shall  he  at  the  rate  of  $400  per 
annum,  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  all  the  services 
performed  in  the  superintendence  of  said  bridge. 

Sect.  10.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Granite  Bridge  shall  be  at  the  rate   of   $200   per 


annum,  said  sum  to  be  in  lull  for  all  the  services 
performed  for  the  city  ef  Boston  in  the  superin- 
tendence of  said  bridge. 

Sect.  11.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Charlestowu  Bridge  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $2450 
per  annum,  and  he  shall  be  allowed  the  use  of  the 
house  on  said  bridge,  free  of  rent,  with  the  nec- 
essary fuel  and  lights,  the  said  sum  and  privileges 
to  he  in  full  for  his  services  and  the  services  of 
such  assistants  as  he  may  employ;  and  he  shall 
employ  one  Assistant  Superintendent  whose  sal- 
ary shall  be  $650  per  annum,  also  two  Assistant 
Superintendents  whose  salary  shall  be  $550  each 
per  annum. 

Sect.  12.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Warren  Bridge  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $3450  per 
annum;  and  he  shall  be  allowed  the  use  ot  the 
house  on  said  bridge,  free  of  rent.with  the  neces- 
sary fuel  and  lights,  the  said  sum  and  privileges 
to  be  in  full  for  his  services  and  the  services  of 
such  assistants  as  he  may  employ;  and  he  shall 
employ  an  Assistant  Superintendent  whose  sal- 
ary shall  be  $650  per  annum;  also  two  Assistant 
Superintendents  whose  salary  shall  be  $550  per 
annum. 

Sect.  13.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Essex-street  Bridge  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $400 
per  annum,  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  all  the  ser- 
vices performed  for  the  city  of  Boston  in  the  su- 
perintendence of  said  bridge. 

Sect.  14.  The  salary  f  the  Superintendent  of 
Cambridge-street  Bridge  (Brighton  District), 
Western-avenue  Bridge  to  Cambridge,  and  North 
Harvard-street  Bridge,  shall  be  at  the  rate  of 
$750  per  annum,  said  sum  to  he  in  full  for  all  the 
services  performed  for  the  city  of  Boston  in  the 
superintendence  of  said  bridges. 

Sect.  15.  The  salary  ol  the  Superintendent  of 
Chelsea  Bridge  (South),  between  Charlestown  and 
Chelsea,  shall  he  at  the  rate  of  $2100  per  annum, 
said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  all  the  services  per- 
formed for  the  city  of  Boston  in  the  superintend- 
ence of  said  bridge;  and  said  Superintendent 
shall  employ  one  Assistant  Superintendent  whose 
salary  shall  be  $650  per  annum,  and  one  Assistant 
Superintendent  whose  salary  shall  be  $550  per 
annum. 

Sect.  16.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Chelsea  Bridge  (North),  between  Charlestown  and 
Chelsea,  shall  be  at  the  rate  of  $1550  per  annum, 
said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  all  the  services  per- 
formed for  the  city  of  Boston  in  the  superintend- 
ence of  said  bridge;  and  said  Superintendent 
shall  employ  one  Assistant  SuperintendeDt,whose 
salary  shall  be  $650  per  annum. 

Sect.  17.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
North  Beacon-street  Bridge  and  Western-avenue 
Bridge  to  Watertown  shall  be  at  the  rate  cf  $150 
per  annum;  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  all  the  ser 
vices  performed  for  the  city  of  Boston  in  the 
superintendence  of  said  bridges. 

Sect.  18.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Commercial  Point  Bridge  shall  be  at  the  rate  of 
$50  per  annum. 

Sect.  19.  The  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Wiutbrop  Bridge  shall  he  at  the  rate  of  $100  per 
anuum. 

Ordered,  That  the  salaries  of  the  following 
named  officers,  for  tne  year  beginning  on  the  1st 
day  of  April,  1881,  and  until  otherwise  ordered, 
shall  be  as  heieiu  mentioned,  to  he  paid  monthly, 
subject  to  the  deduction  of  any  and  all  sums  due 
from  such  officers  to  the  city. 

Section  1.  The  salary  of  the  City  Clerk  shall  be 
at  the  rate  of  $4000  per  annum.  The  salary  of 
the  Assistant  City  Cleik  shall  he  at  the  rate  of 
$2000  per  annum;  and  there  shall  be  allowed  to 
the  City  Clerk  a  sum  not  exceeding  $10,500.  to  be 
paid  to  his  other  assistant  clerks  during  the  sal- 
ary vear,  in  monthly  instalments,  through  the 
office  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  on  a  pay  roll 
certified  to  by  the  City  Clerk.  Tne  City  Clerk 
shall  account  for  all  fees  for  recording  mortgages 
of  personal  property,  and  for  all  other  sums  of 
money  received  in  his  official  capacity. 

Before  the  reading  was  eomplett  0,  Alderman 
Slade  said— I  have  nothing  particular  to  say, more 
than  what  1  said  the  other  day.  The  Committee 
on  Salaries  went  over  this  matter  carefully,  and 
felt  that  some  of  the  salaries  should  be  iuci eased, 
and  reported  accordingly.  They  have  no  more 
interest  in  it  than  any  other  member  of  the 
Board,  and  it  will  not  hurt  my  feelings  if  the  sub- 
stitute is  adopted.  The  report  of  the  committee 
expresses  my  judgment,  but  if  the  Board  desire 
to  pass  these  orders  I  shall  have  nothing  to  say 
against  it. 
The  Chair  read  the  remainder  of  the  orders. 
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Alderman  Curtis  moved  that  the  orders  be 
printed  and  laid  over  until  next  meeting 

Alderman  Slade— When  I  was  up  befo  e,  I  was 
n*t  aware  the  Alderman  had  prepared  such  a 
document.  I  hope  they  will  lie  over  and  be 
printed.  I  see  that  a  good  deal  or  it  is  like  the 
report  of  the  commictee,  though  I  don't  know 
how  much. 

Alderman  Breck  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  tne  first  and  second  conveyancers, stating  that 
they  were  both  supposed  to  be  equal  in  ability, 
and  had  not  the  rank  of  first  and  second. 

Alderman  Hersey— 1  U'  derstood  the  gentleman 
to  say  that  this  schedule    was    the    same   as  the 

F  resent  rate  of  salaries;  but  in  following  it.  alone 
find  some  of  them  increased  the  same  as  rhe  re- 
port ol  the  commictee,  while  some  of  the  salaries 
agree  with  the  report. 

Alderman  O'Brien— The  orders  were  handed  to 
me  while  the  Board  was  in  session  this  afternoon, 
but  my  instructions  to  Mr.  Lee  were  to  prepare  a 
salar\  list  similar  to  that  of  last  fear,  with  the 
exception  of  those  '  ftices  where-  additional  clerk 
hire  was  required,  and  with  the  exception  of  the 
Cttj  Treasurer  and  City  Solicitor,  whose  offices 
were  rearranged.  The  only  exception  in  the 
Ciry  .Solicitor's  department  is  In  placing  all  the 
assistants  in  that  office  on  an  equality.  There 
will  be  no  firsr,  second  or  third  assistant.  If  we 
make  a  distinction  between  them  there  might  be 
pome  confusion.  By  placing  them  on  an  equality 
it  will  give  tbe  Solicitor  the  opportunity  to  call 
upon  any  of  his  assistants  wirhout  the  distinction 
that  bas  been  made.  The  proposed  amendment 
of  Alderman  Breck  places  all  the  conveyancers 
upon  an  equality. 

Alderman  Slade— I  think  the  salaries  of  the 
Superintendents  of  Bridges  are  the  same  as  re- 
ported by  the  committee. 

Alderman  O'Brien — There  is  no  advance  upon 
last  year;  it  inetely  reorganizes  the  matter. 
There  is  some  additional  heip  required  on  the 
bridges,  ai  d  allowance  has  been  made  for  it. 

Alderman  slade— Isn't  this  order  exactly  like 
that  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Salaries? 

Alderman  O'Brien— Yes,  as  relates  to  the  Super 
intendents  of  Bridges. 

Alderman  Frost — I  hope  we  shall  nor.  commence 
changing  the  salaries  until  we  take  up  the  bill  iu 
earnest.  As  I  watched  ihe  reading  of  the  lull  I 
can  see  very  few  changes  from  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Salaries.  This  matter  has  been  re- 
committed and  recommitted  to  the  committee, 
and  I  can  see  no  necessity  for  having  this  addi- 
tional order  offered.  I  hope  we  shall  take  up  the 
whole  thing  order  by  order,  or  print  the  whole 
bill  and  let  it  go  over  until  tbe  next  meeting.  I 
make  tbe  motion  that  we  take  up  the  whole  mat- 
ter now. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  made  a  motion  that  it  be 
laid  over  and  printed.  1  do  not  think  it  is  proper 
to  have  any  discussion  now. 

Alderman  O'Brien— In  answer  to  the  gentleman 
from  the  South  End  I  would  say  that  the  great 
trouble  with  the  salary  bill  presented  by  the  com- 
mittee was  there  are  very  lew  changes  in  it,  and 
a  new  bill  could  not  materially  differ  from  it. 
The  trouble  about  the  first  hill  was  that  it  was 
unequal.  The  lull  now  presented  as  a  substitute 
reaffirms  the  salaries  of  last  year  without  any 
changes  except  in  such  departments  as  require 
additional  help,  such  as  tbe  Treasury  and  City 
Solicitor's  Deuartment.  ThoBe  are  the  only 
changes  made. 

Alderman  Frost— Tbe  Alderman  does  not  differ 
from  me  much.  The  lull  offered  by  the  Alder- 
man as  a  substitute  for  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Salaries,  I  see  oiffers  very  little  from  the 
report.  To  be  sure  it  is  wholly  a  new  bill,  but  the 
changes  from  the  committee's  bill  are  very  few, 
I  think  not  more  than  two  or  thiee  or  four  at  the 
most.  Now,  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Aldermau 
agrees  very  nearly  with  the  committee.  That 
being  tbe  case,  when  we  come  to  those  two 
or  three  or  four  salaries,  where  the  committee 
have  reported  changes,  it  seems  to  me  we  can 
easily  agree  upon  them.  It  seems  ro  me  we  can 
take  up  the  salary  bill  today  and  finish  it,  eo  far 
as  we  are  concerned. 

Alderman  Woolley — While,  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Salaries,  I  am  in  favor  of  tbe  re- 

fiort  of  the  committee,  still  I  have  no  objection  to 
ts  going  over  for  a  week  to  enable  members  of 
the  Board  to  obtain  information. 

Tbe  subject  was  laid  over  a  week,  and  the  or- 
ders offered  by  Alderman  O'Brien  were  ordered 
printed. 
Alderman  O'Brien  in  tbe  chair. 


CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims ; 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following 
petitions: 

George  T.  Pomeroy,  to  be  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries received  on  Tremont  street. 

Timothy  Toomey,  to  be  compensated  for  per- 
sonal injuries  by  a  defect  in  'Change  avenu». 

Marita  M.  Libby,  to  be  paid  for  personal  inju- 
ries received  on  Winter  street. 

Ellen  Walsh,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
sustaiueu  on  East  Fifth  street. 

Severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  from  tbe 
Committee  on  Licenses,  as  follows: 

Minors'  applications  granted— Six  bootblacks, 
eleven  newsbojs. 

Amusement  license  granted — William  Austin, 
to  give  musical  and  theatrical  entertainments  at 
Forest  Gardens  during  the  ensuing  season. 

Amusement  license  refused— G.  H.  Phillips,  to 
give  exhibition  of  magic,  etc.,  at  Musi*  Hail,  at 
which  gifts  will  be  presented  to  each  purchaser 
of  a  ticket. 

Severally  accepted. 

PERMITS  FOB  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Whitien  sunmitted  ihe  following 
from  tbe  Committee  on  Steam  Engines : 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  locate  aud  use  steam  engines  as  fol- 
lows: 

Henry  S.  Robinson,  29  New  street,  East  Boston. 

Oakland  Garden  Association,  at  the  gardens, 
rear  of  Columbia  street,  Ward  24. 

Bay  State  Pump  Company,  at  21  Charlestown 
street. 

Mowry  &  Porter,  at  786  Washington  street. 

J.  S.  G.  Sweat  &.  Chase,  5  Haymarkec  square. 

G.  W.  &  C.  R.  Miller,  369  Atlantic  avenue. 

Severally  accepted. 

ADDITIONAL   STOKAGE   BASIN. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following: 

City  of  Boscon,  City  Hall,     1 

Boston  Water  Board  Office,  " 

May  16,  1881.) 

To  the  City  Council— The  Boston  Water  Board 
respectfully  submit  the  tollowing  report  in  refer- 
ence to  an  additional  storage  basin  on  Sudbury 
River. 

Owing  to  the  increased  consumption  ef  water 
in  Bo>ton,  it  has  been  tbe  opinion  of  this  board 
that  some  additional  storage  should  be  provided 
in  connection  with  the  new  supply,  aud  in  their 
last  annual  report  (City  Document  No.  108,  1880, 
page  2)  they  "unanimously  urged  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  take  some  immediate  steps  towards  tbe 
construction  of  an  additional  basin." 

On  Nov.  26, 1880,  in  a  communication  to  your 
honorable  body,  the  b"ard  stated  the  importance 
of  preliminary  steps  being  taken  immediately, 
relative  to  the  construction  of  at  least  one  ad- 
ditional dam  and  storage  basin  on  Sudbury  River; 
and  asked  for  authority  to  spend,  out  of  the 
appropriation  for  additional  supply,  the  sum  of 
$55,000,  of  which  $5000  should  be  used  tor 
investigations,  borings,  etc.,  and  $50,000 
for  the  purchase  of  real  estate.  This  authority 
was  given  the  board  under  an  order  of  the  City 
Council  of  Dec.  15, 1880,  and  the  City  Engineer 
was  at  once  instructed  to  make  the  necessary 
surveys  and  examinations,  and  to  report  to  this 
board  the  result  of  his  investigations. 

In  this  report,  after  a  careful  study  of  the 
grounds,  and  of  the  necessities  of  the  supply,  the 
Ciry  Engineer  recommends  the  construction  of 
the  basin  called  No.  4  in  the  preliminary  report 
of  1872,  and  the  views  of  this  board  coincide  with 
his  in  this  respect. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  Engineer's  re- 
port will  give  an  idea  of  the  advantage  of  this 
reservoir: 

"Its  location  on  the  southern  branch  of  the 
river,  where  there  is  at  present  but  one  basin  of 
moderate  capacity,  thus  equalizing  the  storage 
bn  both  branches,  is  an  advantage  of  great  im- 
portance in  view  of  the  trouble  already  experi- 
enced from  tbe  growth  of  algoe  in  the  present 
basin  on  tbe  norrhern  branch. 

"The  superior  purity  of  the  brook,  tbe  damming 
of  which  forms  the  basin,  and  the  better  charac- 
ter of  tne  watershed  which  supplies  it,  should 
also  be  considered. 

"Basin  No.  4  on  Cold  Spring  Brook  will  contain 
about  1,100,000,000  gallons,  and  will   add   about 
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5,000,000  gallons  per  day  to  the  supply  in  a  dry 
year.  Hs  watershed  is  6. 0G6  square  miles  (an  ad- 
ditional watershed  ot  one  square  mile  or  moro 
can  probably  be  obtained  by  diverting  a  neigh- 
bonny;  brook),  aud,  using  the  records  kept  at 
Lake  Cochituate  as  a  basis  if  calculation,  there 
are  but  four  years  in  the  past  eighteen  that  the 
basin  would  not  have  been  entirely  filled.  The 
dam  will  be  about  2000  feet  long,  the  water  45  feet 
deep  at  the  dam,  and  the  flowage  area,  with  mar- 
ginal laud,  will  be  250  acres.  Its  estimated  cost, 
exclusive  of  land,  is  $354,000." 

In  order  to  estimate  the  value  of  the  land  to  be 
flowed  on  a  certain  basis,  this  board  have  opened 
negotiations  with  the  landowners  and  have  suc- 
ceeded in  bonding  the  greater  part  of  it.  Its  total 
value  will  not  be  far  from  .$26,000. 

The  board,  having  been  previously  authorized 
to  buy  the  necessary  land,  now  ask  the  City  Coun- 
cil for  authority  to  proceed  at  once  with  the  con- 
struction of  this  basin.  They  would  respectfully 
submit  that,  out  of  the  appropriation  tor  addi- 
tional supply,  there  is  at  present  an  available 
balance  of  $70,169  69  which  can  be  applied  to  the 
construction  of    he  ntw  structure. 

In  retereuee  to  the  construction  ot  the  dam, 
the  City  Engineer  says  that,  "although  numerous 
borings  have  been  made  at  the  site  tor  the  dam, 
there  is  still  sufficient  uncertainty  existing  about 
the  nature  of  the  foundation  and  the  dfpth  to 
whicli  it  must  go  as.  in  my  opinion,  to  render  it 
advisable  to  build  the  portion  of  the  dam  from 
the  ledge  rock  to  the  surface  of  ground  by 
day's  labor."  The  board  would,  therefore,  also 
ask  for  authority  to  build  bv  day  labor  the  por- 
tion of  the  work  mentioned.  It  will  be  recollect- 
ed that  the  same  course  w<ts  followed  with  satis- 
factory results  for  the  three  dams  now  built. 
Boston  Water  Board, 
By  Leonard  R  Cutter,  Chairman. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Water. 

permits  for  stables. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
dition to  occupy  stables  as  follows : 

John  Craig,  on  private  way,  rear  Washington 
street,  Ward  25. 

John  Lauinger,  on  German  street,  near  Wash- 
ington street,  Ward  23. 

Severally  accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS   AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting,  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions, permits  to  move  wooden  buildings  by 
Gardner  <&  Chandler,  three  buildings  from  Bea- 
con strpet,  near  West  Chester  Park,  to  same 
street  near  Brookline  avenue,  and  one  from  same 
place  to  same  stieet  near  Brighton  avenue;  C.  S. 
Packard,  from  Rockland  street,  corner  Chestnut 
Hill  avenue,  to  Western  avenue,  Ward  25;  and 
from  Rockland  street,  corner  Chestnut  Hill 
avenue,  to  unnamed  place  off  Market  street, 
Ward  25. 

Reports  and  orders  for  hearings  on  Tuesday, 
June  7,  on  the  following  petitions: 

Highland  Railway  Company,  for  location  of 
tracks  in  Walnut  avenue  and  Crawford  street. 

Union  Freight  Railroad  Company,  for  extension 
of  double  track  in  Commercial  street,  etc. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  two  curved 
tracks  at  their  stable  on  Tremoot.  street. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  to  lay  tracks 
in  Walnut  avenue  and  School  street,  Ward  21. 

Order  to  pay  John  Proctor  $350  for  grade  dam- 
ages on  Bolton  street.    Passed. 

Reports  and  order?  to  set  edgestones  and  pave 
gutters  on  Pleasant  street,  between  Cottage  and 
Stoughton  streets,  and  macadamize  the  roadway; 
to  grade  and  pave  Westville  street  from  Bowdoin 
street  to  Draper  street— estimated  cost  $9000;  to 
grade  and  pave  Bowdoin  avenue  from  Eldon 
street  to  Kowdoin  street — estimated  cost  $8000; 
to  grade  and  macadamize  Geneva  avenue  from 
Blue  Hill  avenue  to  Columbia  street-estimated 
cost  $15,000;  to  grade  River  street  between 
Washington  street  and  the  Capen  estate,  and 
furnish  and  set  edgestones,  pave  the  gutters  and 
macadamize  the  roadway;  to  grade  and  gravel 
Norfolk  street  between  Washington  street  and 
New  York  &  New  England  Railroad  bridge,  and 
build  a  plank  walk  on  one  side  of  said  strtet— es- 
timated cost  $1000.    Orders  severally  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of 


estate  of  A.  B.  Matthews,  200  Commonwealth 
avenue.    Older  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewplks  in  front  of  estate  of  Christine  Stadt- 
miller  on  Chestnut  street.    Order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  hereto- 
fore granted  to  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the 
right  to  lay  down  a  single  track  on  Q  street,  be- 
tween East  Fouith  and  East  Third  streets,  and 
a  single  track  on  East  Third  stieet,  between  P 
and  Q  streets,  connecting  the  tracks  of  said  com- 
pany on  East  Fourth  street  with  the  tracks  of 
said  company  on  P  street.  Said.company  shall 
also  have  the  right  to  lay  down  a  single  track  on 
P  street  across  East  Fourth  street,  to  connect  the 
tracks  on  P  street  south  of  East  Fourth  street 
uith  the  track  on  said  P  street  north  of  East 
Fourth  street;  the  tracks  located  by  this  order 
being  shown  by  red  lines  on  a  plan  drawn  by 
Daniel  Cooli^ge,  Civil  Engineer,  dated  April  25th, 
1881,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets. 

The  right  to  lay  down  the  tracks  located  by  this 
order  is  upon  condition  that  the  whole  work  of 
laying  down  said  tracks,  the  form  of  rail  used, 
and  the  kind  and  quality  of  material  used  in  pav- 
ing said  tracks,  shall  be  under  the  direction  and 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving 
and  the  Superintendent  of  Stress,  and  shall  be 
approved  by  them;  also  upon  condition  that  said 
South  Boston  Railroad  Company  shall  accept  this 
order  of  location,  and  shall  agree  in  writing  to 
comply  with  the  conditions  therein  contained, 
and  shall  file  said  acceptance  and  agreement  with 
the  City  Clerk  within  thirty  days  of  the  date  of 
the  passage  of  this;  otherwise  it  shall  be  null 
and  void. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Reports  and  orders  tor  hearings  on  Monday 
next  on  the  expediency  of  constructing  sewers  as 
follows: 

In  Arcadia  street,  Dorchester. 

In  Rockview  street,  West  Roxbury,  from  oppo- 
site estate  of  J,  Gerlach  to  estate  of  J.  A.  Heyl. 

In  Creek  street,  Dorchester. 

In  Moi  eland  street,  between  Grenvilleand  Fair- 
land  streets. 

Orders  severally  passed. 

Order  to  build  a  common  sewer  in  High  street, 
Charlestown,  between  Cordis  and  Pleasant  streets. 
Passed. 

PER  JITS  FOR  WOODEN  BCILDINGS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings: 

Reports  and  order  for  permits  to  erect  wooden 
buildings,  according  to  applications  on  file  in  the 
Department  for  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings: 

National  Dock  &  Warehouse  Company,  on  Mill 
street,  near  Webster  street,  Ward  2. 

Hoosac  Tunnel  Dock  .%  Elevator  Company,  on 
Tudor's  wharf,  Ward  5. 

W.  S.  Pratt  (addition),  on  197-203  Maverick 
street,  Ward  2. 

Eastern  Railroad  Company  (addition),  on  Or- 
leans street,  rear  of  near  Everett  street,  Ward  2. 

Christopher  Menslage  (addition),  on  Alger 
street,  tear  of  Dorchester  avenue,  Ward  15. 

Hoosac  Tunnel  Dock  &  Elevator  Company,  on 
Hittinger's  wharf,  Ward  5. 

Joseph  Dickson  (addition),  on  Rutherford  ave- 
nue, near  Miller  street,  Ward  5. 

Hoosac  funnel  Dock  Ot  Elevator  Company,  on 
Damon's  wba7f  Ward  5. 

Harrison  Loriug  (addition),  on  East  First 
street,  near  L  street. 

Estate  of  Nathaniel  Adams  (addition),  on  Dew 
street,  opposite  Maverick  street,  Ward  2. 

Orders  passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  that  no  further  action  is  necessary  on 
the  order  in  relation  to  dredging  the  Roxbury 
Canal,  as  arrangements  have  been  made  for 
dredging  out  the  deposit  of  sewage  matter.  Ac- 
cepted. 

FANEUIL   HALL. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall: 

Report  that  leave  Dfi  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
dition to  use  said  hall  by  the  National  Lancers  on 
June  14  for  the  celebration  of  their  anniversary. 
Accepted. 
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LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Boa  rd : 

Order  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  in  laying  out  streets,  as  follows:  Sa- 
rah B  Weblier  and  Carrie  K.  Lamp,  $3657,  tor 
land  taken  in  name  of  heirs  of  William  Hiekling, 
etc..  liy  extension  of  Essex  street  from  Smith  to 
Federal  street.    Passed. 

PERMIT    FOB    LANTERN. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board  : 

Reuort  that  Isaac  M.  South-wick  have  leave  to 
project  a  bracket  from  23  Green  street  from 
which  to  suspend  an  electric  light.     Accepted. 

THE     RESERVOIR     LOT     AND     NEW     COURT    HOUSE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley  the  Board 
took  from  trie  table  the  report  and  order  relative 
to  the  disposition  of  the  stone  in  Beacon  Hill 
reservoir,  and  for  the  preparation  of  plans  for 
the  erection  of  a  Court  House  on  that  site.  (Citv 
Doc.  58.) 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing orders  appended  to  the  report: 

1.  Oraered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Commit- 
tee on  Puilic  Buildings  be,  and  thev  hereby 
are,  authorized  to  take  do-*n  and  lemove  the 
whole  or  am  part  ot  thereservoiron  Derne  street, 
and  to  sell  and  dispose  of  such  material  by  pri- 
vate or  public  sale;  the  expense  attending  the 
same  to  be  advanced,  if  necessary,  from  the  ap- 
propriation tor  Pul'lic  Buildings. 

2.  Ordered,  That  all  sums  received  from  such 
sales,  or  from  amounts  credited  by  transfer  trom 
departments  of  this  City  Government  using  any 
of  6aid  material,  be  kept  by  the  City  Auditor  as 
a  special  fund  from  which  all  expenses  of  remov- 
ing said  reset  voir  shall  be  defrayed,  the  final  dis- 
position ot  the  surplus  being  such  as  may  here- 
after be  ordered  by  the  City  Council. 

3.  Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Scauding  Commit- 
tee od  Public  Buildings  be  charged  with  the 
duty  of  erecting  a  new  Court  House  on  the  reser- 
voir site,  and  that  they  cause  the  City  Architeet 
to  prepare  plans  and  estimates  therefor  within  a 
reasonable  time;  provided  that  no  expenditure  of 
money  be  made  for  erecting  such  Court  House 
until  the  same  has  been  ordered  by  the  City 
Council. 

4  Ordered,  That  said  committee  be  instructed 
to  ascertain  and  report  the  terms  upon  which  the 
city  can  purchase  or  obtain  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  land  lying  between  said  reservoir  and 
Alt.  Vernon  street. 

Alderman  Slade— I  have  looked  this  over  pret- 
ty carefully.  A  good  deal  ot  it  seems  to  conflict 
with  itself,  inasmuch  as  it  reads  here  that— 

"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  of  Boston,  act- 
ing by  its  City  Council,  to  erect,  within  a  reason- 
able time  after  any  taking  authorized  by  tnis 
act,  a  suitable  Court  House  *  *  *  upon  the 
land  so  taken." 

I  suppose  it  means  on  that  land  and  no  other. 
Then  further  on  it  reads— 

"Should  the  committee  be  empowered  to  pro- 
ceed to  have  plans  drawn  by  the  City  Architect 
tor  a  new  Court  House  on  this  site,  it  would  un- 
doubtedly be  a  compliance  with  the  statute,  and 
indicate  the  intent  of  the  city  to  perfoim  its  duty 
within  'a  reasonable  time.'  " 

I  don't  think  it  would. 

"It  must  also  be  considered  that  the  land  cov- 
ered by  the  row  of  dwelling  houses  on  Mt.  Ver- 
non street,  adjoining  the  reservoir,  must  be  ac- 
quired by  the  city." 

The  fact  was  siated  last  November,  that  the 
assessed  value  of  that  land  was  such  and  such. 
Undoubtedly  the  Legislature  will  pass  a  special 
act  .-o  that  the  ciiy  may  take  this  laud  by  the 
right  of  eminent  domain,  but  the  probability  is 
It  will  not  be  necessary  to  do  st>,  as  the  owners 
will  accept  a  fair  price.  Then  foil  jw  the  orders 
just  read.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  first  two 
and  the  last  order  in  the  report,  lor  the  sale  of 
the  material  and  disposition  of  the  money.  Then 
I  have  no  objection  to  the  order  that  the  commit- 
tee be  Instructed  to  ascertain  and  report  the 
terms  upon  which  the  city  can  purchase  the  part 
or  whole  of  the  land  on  Mt.  Vernon  Btreer.  Those 
three  things  it  may  be  well  enough  to  do;  but  1 
object  to  this  order,  that  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be  charged 
with  the  duty  of  erecting  a  new  Court  House 
on    the    reservoir    site,    when    it   is   evident,   as 


the  report  says,  that  the  other  land  must  be 
bought  befoie  ihe  Court  House  can  be  built.  We 
all  know  that  a  Court  House  upon  the  reservoir 
site  alone  would  be  an  abortion,  so  to  speak.  This 
other  property  must  be  procured;  and  what  is  the 
use  of  the  City  Architect  spending  a  great  deal  of 
money  'o  make  plans  for  a  Court  House  on  that 
site  until  we  have  bought  the  land  we  know  we 
must  have?  I  move  that  we  strike  out  this  third 
order,  ana  pass  the  others  in  the  report.  It  will 
he  fooling  with  this  business  to  pass  that  third 
order. 

Alderman  Curtis  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  and  on  his  moiion  the  orders  were  acted 
upon  separately. 

The  ques  ion  Hist  carre  upon  the  passage  of  the 
order  to  remove  and  dispose  of  the  materia'. 

Alderman  Slade — I  don't  know  how  true  it  is, 
but  I  have  understood  that  the  City  Engineer  has 
stated  to  the  committee  that  he  thinks  this  stone 
can  he  utilized  or  got  ready  for  use  within  two 
years,  and  that  the  city  can  realize  something 
verj  handsome  out  of  it.  I  should  like  to  know  if 
the  committee  kuow  how  th's  stone  is  to  be  got 
rid  of,  if  at  all. 

Alderman  Woolley —That  is  the  statement  o 
thet'ity  Engineer,  as  made  to  the  committee, 
that  he  had  a  large  amount  of  work  underway 
and  in  contemplation,  by  vvhich  he  could  use 
large  quantities  ot  this  stone,  and  that  he  should 
draw  his  plans  so  that  it  could  be  used  for  abut- 
ments of  bridges,  etc.  That  is  virtually  the  state- 
ment of  the  City  Engineer,  that  ihe  material  can 
be  used  inside  of  two  years;  that  he  was  paying 
high  prices  at  present  for  similar  stone,  And  in 
fact  for  stone  unequal  in  quality  to  that  in  the 
reservoir,  and  no  doubt  this  could  be  used  with 
great  advantage  to  the  city. 

Alderman  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Aldei  man  O'Brien— I  would  also  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Aldeiuiin  opposite  to  another  scheme 
that  he  has  always  had  very  much  at  heart  since 
he  has  been  a  member  ot  the  City  Council,  in 
which  this  stone  can  be  used.  The  Legislature 
this  year  pa- sed  an  act  in  addition  to  an  act  for 
laying  out  public  parks  in  or  near  the  city  of 
Boston,  ami  in  it  gave  authority  to  the  city  of 
Boston  to  lay  out  a  paik  from  Craigie's  Bridge  to 
West  Boston  Bridge.  There  you  have  a  place  for 
this  stone  on  the  reservoir.  The  park  will  be  but 
a  short  distance  from  the  reservoir  lot;  we  have 
got  to  build  a  wall  there,  and  the  stone  will  not 
only  answer  for  a  wall  for  the  park,  but  it  will 
give  our  Health  and  other  departments  a  place  to 
deposit  their  material  to  fill  in  there.  This  stone 
can  be  used  in  various  ways.  As  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings has  explained,  l  believe  the  City  En- 
gineer wants  some  of  it.  But  there  is  a  place 
where  nearly  all  of  it  can  be  used  economically, 
and  we  can  build  that  park  with  very  little  ex- 
pense to  the  taxpayers.  The  Legislature  has 
passed  an  act  giving  us  five  years  in  wh'Ch  to 
build  that  park,  and  I  ihink  the  sooner  we  begin 
the  better.  That  will  be  the  beginning  of  one  of 
the  grandest  improvements  that  Boston  ever  in- 
augurated. It  means  the  commencement  of  a 
park  running  six  miles  up  Charles  River  on  this 
side  and  six  miles  down  on  the  Cambridge  side. 
It  will  give  us  clear  w-ter  on  both  sides  of  the 
river,  atd  we  can  take  our  own  time  in  building 
the  park.  There  will  be  no  necessity  for  oppress- 
ing our  taxpayers  for  It  in  any  one  year.  We 
can  take  fifty  years  to  do  it.  The  Legislature  has 
given  us  an  opportunity  to  commence  it,  and 
here  is  the  place  wheie  the  reservoir  stone  can  be 
utilized. 

Alderman  Slade— I  am  much  obliged  to  the 
Alderman  for  stating  that  the  Legislature  had 
passed  such  an  act.  It  had  slipped  my  mind,  and 
1  was  not  aware  that  such  an  act  had  been  passed. 
I  don't  know  whether  I  was  the  first  person  who 
suggested  that  scheme  or  not,  but  at  all  events 
it  has  been  a  plan  of  my  own  for  many  years,  and 
I  have  suggested  that  tbat  would  be  a  good  place 
to  get  rid  ot  this  stone  on  the  reservoir.  I  shall 
be  alad  to  see  it  go  there,  and  the  quicker  it  is 
commenced  the  better.  I  was  n't  aware  that  any- 
thing of  the  kind  had  been  suggested  by  the 
committee.  I  shall  be  glad  to  see  that  stone 
taken  off  that  lot,  and  then  I  should  be  glad  to 
see  something  else  go  there  besides  a  Court 
Hoube. 

Alderman  O'Brien— At  the  time  the  committee 
made  their  report  to  the  City  Council  they  were 
not  aware  that  the  act  had  been  passed  by  the 
Legislature.  But  it  is  a  law  now  and  the  City 
Council  can  take  advantage  Of  it. 
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The  first  and  second  orders  were  passed,  and 
the  question  came  upon  the  passage  ot  the  third 
order. 

AldTman  O'Brien— I  hope  that  order  will  not 
be  made  an  exception.  We  only  ask  for  what  the 
Committer  on  Public  Buildinjrs  have  very  fre- 
quently done  without  coming  to  the  City  Council 
tor  auihority  to  do.  For  instance,  we  had  a  very 
elaborate  plan  prepared  for  a  Court  House  on  the 
Peinberton-square  site.  No  such  order  was  ever 
passed  by  the  City  Council.  I  l>eli<  ve  that  plans 
were  prepared  for  two  Court  Houses  on  Pember- 
ton  square,  and  also  for  remodelling  the  old 
Court  House.  We  do  not  ask  for  aDy 
expenditure  of  money.  We  cannot  enter  upon 
the  expenditure  of  money  unnl  you  give  us  the 
authority.  All  we  ask  is  that  the  City  Architect 
may  prepare  plans  for  a  Court  House  on  trie 
reservoir  lot,  just  as  he  has  prepared  plans  for 
Court  Houses  on  the  Pemberton-square  sites,  and 
for  remodelling  the  old  Court  House.  The  Archi- 
tect is  perfectly  willing  to  do  this  work,  I  sup- 
pose, at  the  request  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  but  we  thought  it  best  to  bring  it  be- 
fore the  City  Council.  It  will  not  require  the  ex- 
penditure of  any  money;  it  only  calla  for  the 
preparation  of  the  plans. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  can  see  no  benefit  in  the 
City  Architect  drawing  plans  for  a  Court  House 
on  a  half-sheet  of  paper  when  they  will  require  a 
whole  sheet  to  do  it.  The  commi:tee  say  they 
have  a  small  piece  of  land  for  a  Court  House,  and 
the  building  cannot  be  put  up  without  another 
lot  of  land  being  procured.  Now,  the  City  Archi- 
tect has  sufficient  to  do  without  spending  bis  time 
ail  summer  draughting  plans  for  a  CourtHouse 
on  the  reservoir  site.  We  want  his  time  for  other 
work.  He  is  driven  to  death,  and  now  shall  we 
ask  him  to  go  on  and  draw  plans  for  a  Court 
House  when  we  haven't  got  half  the  land  we 
wai  t? 

Alderman  Slade — I  only  wish  to  say  in  reply  to 
the  remarks  of  the  Alderman  opposite,  that  the 
architect  has  never  been  called  upon  to  drawplans 
for  a  Court  House  until  the  whole  land  it  was  to 
occupy  had  been  selected.  It  is  evident  that  no 
Court  House  can  be  built  on  that  site  until  after 
the  purchase  of  some  half  a  dozen  or  more  estates 
is  made.  When  those  estates  are  bought  will  te 
time  enough  for  the  Architect  to  prepare  plans.  I 
nope  that  order  will  not  be  passed. 

Alderman  O'Brien— We  certainly  never  bought 
any  of  the  Pemberton-square  property,  but  still, 
in  the  Architect's  office  you  will  find  tsvo  elabo- 
rate plans  for  Court  Houses  on  Pemberton  square. 
It  has  been  a  very  common  thing  to  ask  the  City 
Architect  to  draw  pians  fur  a  Court  House  on  the 
reservoir  lot  and  adjoining  property.  After  see- 
ing the  plans  I  think  the  Board  of  Aldermen  will 
be  better  able  to  judge  about  having  a  Court 
House  in  that  location.  They  certainly  don't  want 
to  vote  for  an  expenditure  of  money  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  estates  on  Mt.  Vernon  street  until 
the  City  Architect  or  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  can  show  bv  the  plans  what  kind  of 
Court  House  is  to  be  built  there.  When  we  see  the 
plans  we  will  be  better  able  to  judge  whether  it  is 
feasible. 

Alderman  Slade— This  order  does  n't  read  like 
that.  It  reads  that  the  City  Architect  shall  pre- 
pare plans  and  estimates  therefor  within  a  rea- 
sonable time  for  a  Court  House  upon  the  land  we 
own.  There  is  no  intimation  that  plana  shall  be 
made  for  a  Court  House  upon  the  Mt.  Vernoc- 
street  estates.  There  is  no  intimation  that  those 
estafes  are  to  be  used. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  don't  see  any  trouble 
about  this  order.  The  reservoir  site  means  where 
the  reservoir  is.  It  may  include  that  land  or  all 
the  land  in  the  vicinity.  It  merely  lrcates  the 
position  in  which  the  Court  House  is  to  be.  I  do 
not  see  any  trouble  with  it,  and  it  there  is,  it  can 
be  easily  remedied  by  adding  the  words  "and  ad- 
joining lands."  It  seems  to  me  it  is  proper  as 
it  is. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  do  not  see  any  necessity 
for  anything  further  being  said,  after  the  able 
manner  in  which  our  Chairman  has  laid  the  facts 
before  the  Board.  I  can  only  add  that  this  was 
discussed  in  the  committee,  and  unanimously 
laid  before  the  Board  in  this  shape.  This  does  not 
call  for  any  expenditure  of  money,  and  serves  to 
keep  the  Architect  and  his  employes  busy  during 
the  dull  season  of  the  year.  It  will  be  a  great 
savine  of  time  to  this  or  the  next  City  Govern- 
ment, and  I  hope  the  order  will  pass  as  reported. 

The  third  order  was  declared  passed.    Alder- 


man Slade  doubted  tne  vote,  tne  Board  was  divid- 
ed, and  the  order  was  rejected— 6  for,  6  against. 

The  fourth  order  was  passed. 

Sent  down. 

PAY  OF  LABORERS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Frost,  the  order  for  the 
different  committees  in  charge  of  the  several  de- 
partments of  the  Government  to  try  to  influence 
the  several  superintendents  to  raise  the  pay  of 
competent  laborers  to  $2  each  per  day  was  taken 
from  the  table  and  indefinitely  postponed.  No- 
tice sent  down. 

SHOWBOARDS,  ETC. 

Alderman  Whitten  offered  the  following: 
Au  Ordinance 

To  Amend  an  Ordiuance  in  Relation  to  Streets. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  in  relation  to  streets, 
published  in  the  edition  of  Statutes  and  Ordi- 
nances of  1876,  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out 
in  section  27  of  said  ordinance  the  words  "show- 
board  or  other  thing,"  as  they  occur  iu  lines  one 
and  two  and  seven  and  eighr,  and  iuserting  in 
place  thereof,  in  each  case,  the  words  "or  show- 
board  of  any  description  whatsoever." 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

FENCE  TO    BE  REMOVED. 

Alderman  Whitten  offered  an  order— That  the 
Eoard  of  Street  Commissioners  be  and  chey  here- 
by are  authorized  ro  remove  the  fence  and  other 
structures  projecting  from  the  estate  now  or  at 
one  time  of  Richard  Holmes,  on  Heath  street, 
over  the  boundary  line  between  said  estate  and 
land  belonging  to  the  city  at  the  corner  of  said 
Heath  street  and  Tremont  street,  in  charge  of  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

SOUTH  STREET. 

Alderman  Whitten  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Council  the 
public  safety  and  convenience  require  that  South 
street  should  be  widened  from  East  street  to 
Kneeland  street,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Street  Commissioners  be  di- 
rected to  widen  South  street  on  the  easterly  side 
to  a  width  of  sixty  feet,  from  East  street  to  knee- 
land  street,  in  continuation  of  the  present  line  of 
widening. 

Read  once  and  laid  over. 

Alderman  Whitten  also  presented  petitions, 
signed  by  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company  and 
many  others,  in  favor  of  the  widening  of  South 
street  as  above.  They  were  laid  over  with  the 
order. 

BILL    ALLOWED. 

Alderman  Tucker  offered  an  order— That  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts  allow  for  payment  the  bill 
of  H.  D.  Parker  &  Co.,  dated  May  9,  amounting 
to  $74.05;  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appro- 
priation for  the  contingent  fund  for  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.    Passed. 

THE  CORLISS  ENGINE  FOR  IMPROVED  SEWERAGE. 

Alderman  Haldeman  moved  to  reconsider  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  order  for  Commit- 
tee on  Improved  Sewerage  to  report  fully  in  print 
all  the  circumstances  attending  the  alleged  re- 
jection of  George  H.  Corliss's  proposal  to  provide 
a  pumping  engine  for  this  city. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  have  not  taken  advan- 
tage ot  my  privilege  to  call  for  a  reconsideration 
from  a  captious  or  perverse  soirit,  but  because  I 
believe  the  gentlemen  composing  this  honorable 
Board  did  not  fully  comprehend  the  actual  situa- 
tion nor  my  motives  in  offering  the  order,  and 
that  I  think  it  a  duty  to  them  and  myself  to  em- 
ploy every  legal  appliance  at  my  disposal  to  keep 
the  question  open  for  discussion  as  long  as  may 
be  necessary.  Furthermore,  I  was  so  thoroughly 
surprised  that  a  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone 
should  have  come  from  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee that  I  was  placed  at  a  serious  disadvan- 
tage in  defending  my  position.  I  was  immediate- 
ly impressed  with  the  fac»  that  he,  being  one  of 
the  senior  and  most  respected  members  of  the 
Board,  would  very  naturally  and  very  properly 
have  all  the  official  sympathy  of  the  others: 
and  that  anything  in  opposition  to  'his 
views  coming  fioin  one  who  had  spent 
but  a  few  months  in  the  public  service 
must  be  handled  with  a  great  deal  of  circum- 
spection to  receive  any  consideration  whatso- 
ever, with  a  chance  of  being  summarily  rebuked 
for  impertinence.  I  therefore  felt  that  I  was 
leading  a  "forlorn  hope,"  and  not  having  given 
the  subject  any  special  thought  or  preparation, 
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was  obliged  to  adopt  an  ad  eaptaiidum  argu- 
ment, and  shift  my  ground  from  point  to  point 
as  best  I  could.  Even  now  I  am  not  quite  pre- 
pared to  properly  state  my  ease  as  I  would  like  to 
do  and  as  its  importance  deserves,  from  tba  want 
ot  time  and  opportunity  to  make  certain  exaiui- 
nanoos  and  inquiries.  I  will,  ho*ever,  endeavor 
to  convince  the  Hoard  that  the  order  offered  by 
me  April  11  was  a  very  proper  one  to  pass;  that 
the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  made  a 
mistake  in  opposing  it;  and,  furthermore,  mat 
they  should  have  been  thankful  that  its  pro- 
visions had  been  so  generously  prepared  by  one 
of  their  own  partisans.  As  the  pamphlet  pub- 
lished last  August  by  Mr.  Corliss,  and  a  copy 
of  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  of  Jan. 
24,  containing  a  mass  of  correspondence 
upon  tne  subject,  have  already  been 
placed  upon  the  desk  of  each  Alderman,  there  is 
no  necessity  for  me  to  waste  time  by  going  over 
it.    I   will  therefore  summarize  as  succinctly  as 

Sossible  to  be  clearly  understood.  When  "the 
[unicipal  Government  determined  upon  the  vast 
system  of  improved  sewerage  now  being  per- 
fected, the  attention  of  builders,  engineers,  con- 
tractors, officials  from  other  large  e:ties,  and  the 
horde  of  vampires  and  middle-men  who  follow 
all  laree  appropriations  and  expendituresof  pub- 
lic moneys,  was  attracted  with  moie  or  less  inter- 
est. As  the  city  of  Boston  is  the  centre  of  New 
England,  and  as  Xew  England  is  recognized  as 
the  cradle  of  inventors  and  skilled  mechanics, 
the  proposed  experiment  of  pumping  collected 
sewage  to  a  sufficient  elevation  to  drive  it  out  to 
sea  was  especially  inviting  to  experts  and  other 
scientific  persons  who  could  appreciate  the  great 
importance  of    the  undertaking.    The   City  En- 

?ineer  prepared  elaborateplins  and  specifications 
or  pumping  machinery,  and  invited  proposals 
to  furnish  it.  Mr.  George  H.  Corliss  of  Provi- 
dence  seized  a  probable  opportunity  to  dis- 
tinguish himself  as  an  inventor  of  suitable 
machinery,  and  made  the  committee  a  simple, con- 
cise and  straightforward  proposition  to  furnish 
four  high-duty  pumping  engines,  accoruing  to 
his  own  plans,  which  should  do  the  work  required, 
with  better  gnaraniees  of  economical  results 
than  was  stipulated  for  in  the  adveitisements, 
for  the  sum  of  $180,000,  Including  boilers,  pumps 
and  appurtenances  complete,  delivered  upon  the 
ground.  The  committee,  however,  choose  to 
award  a  contract  to  the  Quintard  Iron  Works  of 
Xew  York  on  a  basis  of  $435,000  for  the  same  num- 
ber of  eogines  alone,  without  any  guarantee  as  to 
their  performance  of  lhe  required  duty.  The 
only  reasonable  solution  of  sucn  a  singular  pro- 
ceeding on  the  part  of  the  committee  is  to  sup- 
pose that  they  were  induced  to  believe  that  the 
plans  prepared  by  the  City  Engineer  were  in- 
finitely superior  to  those  proposed  by  Mr.  Corliss, 
and  that  they  weie  governed  by  his  advice  and 
guidance  in  making  an  award  carrying  with  it 
such  an  enormous  increase  of  cost  to  me  city. 
Apparently  Mr.  Corliss  did  not  intend  to  be  dis- 
posed of  so  easily.  He  had  a  purpose  nf  his  own 
in  view,  as  well  as  interest  in  the  city  treasury. 
He  believed  that  he  knew  better  what 
was  wanted  than  our  officials  did,  and  he  deter- 
mined in  the  ino-t  persistent  manner  to  have  them 
educated  to  his  own  standard.  He  did  not  put  pose 
to  be  ignored  or  crushed  out  by  the  City  Engineer 
and  the  men  about  him,  any  more  tban  he  had 
been  in  previous  years  by  conservative  engineers 
and  experts,  who  had  universally  opposed  him, 
until  bis  numerous  inventions  and  discoveries 
became  established,  in  spite  of  their  combined 
hostility  and  opposition — after  which,  ihe  more 
unscrupulous  st'ile  or  appropriated  what  were 
not  protected  by  patents,  and  infringed  or  im- 
proved uiion  those  that  were.  Somehow  or  oth- 
er, he  finally  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  hearing, 
and  so  impressed  the  committee  with  bis  com- 
mon-sense views  and  the  wonderful  difference  in 
cost,  that  they  sent  a  committee  of  experts  to 
Providence  to  examine  bis  models  and  report 
upon  his  plans.  In  accordance  with  the  recom- 
mendation ol  those  experts,  on  the  thiid  day  of 
January,  1880,  the  city  accepted  Mr.  Corliss's 
proposition  to  nulld  two  engines  from  his  own 
plans  for  $100,000,  *bich  were  .equiredto  pump 
25,000,000  gallons  of  sewage  every  24  hours,  to  a 
height  of  forty-three  feet,  and  the  further  stipula- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  city  that  one  of  the  en- 
gines should  be  completed  for  inspection  within 
five  months.  'I  i.e.  engine  was  built  and  in  opera- 
tion the  second  day  of  A  ugust,  and  the  committee 
go  notified,  who  curtly  lgt-ored  their  agreement 
by  return  mail.     Xegoiiations  were  subsequently 


opened  and  a  series  of  jetty  nickeling  indulged 
in  that  were  grossly  unbecoming  in  matters  in- 
volving such  large  sums  of  money,  the  dignity  of 
a  great  city  and  tee  business  repuration  of  a  re- 
spectable gentleman,  which  was  continued  at  in- 
terval* until  Dec.  30,  when  it  appears  from  the 
annual  report  of  the  City  Et  gineer  that  contracts 
were  made  for  two  Woribington  engines  to  take 
the  place  of  tho>e  previously  ordered  from  Mr. 
Corliss.  Our  citizens  and  groaning  taxpayers 
have  heard  from  Mr.  Corliss  on  this  interesting 
subject,  and  now  want  to  hear  what  the  Commit- 
tee on  Improved  Stwerage  may  have  to  say.  They 
want  to  know  why  the  so-called  Leavi't  engines 
should  have  been  contracted  for  at  such  an  exor- 
bitant increase  in  cost,  and  also  why  the  Worth- 
mgton  engines  should  have  been  ordered,  when 
the  committee  well  knew  that  Mr.  Corliss  had 
already  completed  one  of  his  as  agreed  upon,  and 
had  all  his  patterns  and  appliances  ready  to  go 
on  with  the  second.  As  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  has  himself  moved  lor  an  indefinite 
postponement  of  my  order,  after  it  had  lain  upon 
the  table  for  a  month,  I  take  it  that  he  does  not 
intend  to  give  this  Board  and  the  taxpayers  of 
the  city  of  Boston  the  information  soucht,  and 
there  is  no  alternative  but  to  account  for  their 
action  by  such  circumstantial  evidence  and  nat- 
ural conclusions  as  may  be  drawn  from  the  data 
before  us.  My  own  theory  is  that  the  committee 
made  an  honorable  agreement  with  Mr.  Corliss, 
in  good  faith  <>s  good  men  would  na*uraily  do, 
tor  the  best  interest  of  the  City  Treasury,  but 
that  substquently  they  were  convinced  by  the 
City  Engineer,  who  was  authority  in  such  mat- 
ters, that  the  Leavitt  engines  wfre  superior  to 
those  of  Mr.  Corliss,  and  that  Mr.  Leavitt's 
valves,  with  $5000  apiece  attached  to  them  as 
a  royally  for  their  use,  were  vastly  superior 
to  those  offeied  by  Mr.  Corliss  for  nothing. 
Be  this  as  it  may,  in  the  absence 
of  anything  to  the  contrary,  we  must  hold 
our  City  Engineer  responsible  tor  the 
official  opinion  given,  and  acted  upon,  as  to  the 
merits  ot  the  engines  offered,  and  for  the  humili- 
ating position  the  city  of  Boston  now  occupies  in 
this  unfortunate  affair.  If  the  committee  bad 
originally  sent  a  sub-committee  to  Providence, 
accompanied  by  experts  who  were  not  personal 
and  professional  friends  of  the  City  Engineer 
and  rival  contractors,  to  examine  and  report 
upon  the  plans  submitted  by  Mr.  Corliss,  I  have 
no  doubt  they  would  have  recommended  that  all 
the  pumping  machinery  required  should  be  pur- 
chased from  him;  or  bad  it  been  possible  for  the 
committee  to  have  decidt  d,  independently  of  the 
City  Engineer  and  without  coming  in  conflict 
with  his  professional  reputation,  they  would  have 
argued  that  if  the  machinery  was  of  such  a  char- 
acter as  to  warrant  an  order  for  two  sets,  it  would 
have  been  reasonable  to  delay  contracting  for 
anymore  until  a  test  of  those  had  been  made. 
They  would  probably  have  i  easoned  that  such  a 
course  would  save  committing  the  city  to  any  ex- 
pense, until  after  one  of  the  engines  had  been 
erected  and  examined  oy  intelligent,  disinterest- 
ed, practical  men,  and  by  actual  demonstration 
with  a  large  body  of  water  containing 
in  suspension  rags,  ropes,  blocks  of  wood 
andsimilar  refuse,  in  such  quantities  and  sizes  as 
would  compare  with  ordinary  sewage,  before 
payment  of  any  kind  was  to  be  provided  for.  In- 
stead of  pursuing  such  a  simple  course,  the  city 
is  spending  a  gteat  deal  more  lor  machinery 
which  is  as  experimental  in  its  construction  as 
that  offered  by'Mr.  Corliss,  and  is  irretrievably 
committed  to  the  result,  be  it  what  it  may.  The 
City  Engineer  states  in  his  annual  report  dated 
Feb.  1,  1880,  that  $100,509.02  has  already  been  ad- 
vanced on  account  ot  the  Leavitt  engines,  and 
that  they  will  not  be  completed  within  the  tune 
specified  in  the  contract.  The  Board  will  please 
bear  in  mind  that  this  sum  has  been  paid  on 
account  of  engines  without  boilers,  and  without 
guarantees  of  any  description,  in  preference  to 
what  Mr.  Corliss  propostd  to  furnish  complete 
in  every  respect  for  $100,000  and  hold  the  city 
harmless,  until  competent,  disinterested  men 
should  say  that  his  engines  would  perform  the 
duly  required,  after  a  sufficient,  practical  trial. 
I  will  say  here,  that  much  stress  has  been  laid 
upon  the  fact  that  no  contract  has  been  signed 
between  the  city  and  Mr.  Corliss.  Why  not?  I 
have  not  yet  seen  any  cogent  reasons  why  a  con- 
tract should  not  have  been  duly  executed, 
as  ail  the  conditions  of  one  bad  been 
agreed  upon,  except  that  adverse  influences 
were    orought   to   near,  and  tne  representatives 
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of  tbe  city  attempted  to  repudiate  their  obliga- 
tions and  bring  scandal  upon  us.  While  it  may 
be  true  that  no  formal  contract  was  actually  exe- 
cuted, the  word  of  an  honorable  man  was  passed 
upon  one  side,  and  he,  presuming  thH  city  of  Bos- 
ton to  be  equally  honorable  on  the  other,  went  on 
with  his  costly  work.  An  agreement  between 
any  two  parties,  or  an  order,  if  understood  and 
accepted,  is  always  a  contract,  whether  papers 
have  been  signed,  sealed  and  delivered  or  not. 
The  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  have  de- 
clared, officially  and  unofficially,  that  Mr.  Corliss 
is  not  a  successful  builder  of  pumping  machin- 
ery; that  his  engines  are  too  light,  and  are  re- 
quired to  run  at  too  great  a  speed,  together  with 
sundry  flippant  criticisms  derogatory  to  his  pro- 
fessional reputation. 

As  the  members  of  this  committee  are  neither 
experts,  engineers  nor  mechan'cs,  they  must  base 
their  positive  assertions  and  decided  opinions 
upon  some  standard  authority,  which  it  is  not  un- 
reasonable to  presume  comes  from  the  City  Engi- 
neer as  the  fountain  head  of  technical  knowl- 
edge. Now,  I  want  the  Board  to  realize  that  this 
question  has  become  a  professional  struggle  as 
to  the  relative  value  of  theLeavitt  and  Corliss  en- 
gines ;  and  that  by  the  overpowering  vote  last  week 
the  city  of  Boston  is  recorded  as  being  upon  the 
side  of  Leavitt  and  against  Corliss  I  am  not 
here  as  the  attorney  of  Mr.  Corliss,  nor  have  I 
any  especial  interest  in  him  or  his  professional 
reputation;  but  I  do  not  propose  to  be  identified 
with  those  who  attack  that  reputati  3n  without 
good  cause.  lam  no  more  an  expert,  engineer 
or  mechanic  than  the  other  Aldermen,  but  I  may 
have  in  years  pasi  given  more  attention  to  me- 
chanical pursuits  and  manufactures  than  most 
persons  not  actually  engaged  in  them  are  apt  to 
do;  yet  I  will  not  presume  to  offer  my  own  opin- 
ions in  opposition  to  those  of  the  City  Engineer 
and  the  chairman  ot  the  Committee  on  Improved 
Sewerage,  supported  by  the  vote  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen;  but  I  will  contrast  the  loose  charges 
against  Mr.  Corliss  with  the  opinions  of  men  of 
standard  reputation  and  facts  apparent  to  any 
one  who  chooses  to  see. 

Mr.  Corliss,  who  advocates  quick-working  ma- 
chinery, is  asked  to  submit  his  case  to  experts 
selected  by  the  City  Engineer,  who  is  committed 
to  a  system  of  ponderous,  slow-working  machin- 
ery. Does  it  appear  strange  that  he  has  refused  to 
abide  by  their  decision  alone?  Of  course  they  would 
promptly  condemn  any  work  not  built  in  accord- 
ance with  their  ideas.  This  matter  of  expert 
judgment  is  a  very  curious  one,  and  it  is  a  de- 
batable question  as  to  how  far  it  should  influence 
the  unlearned.  Men  who  have  attained  eminence 
as  practical  mechanics  or  scientists,  and  are 
therefore  accepted  as  experts  in  their  specialties, 
are  very  forward  to  condemn  propositions  to 
achieve  results  by  methods  new  to  their  practice; 
and  had  these  experts  always  the  power  to  make 
their  opinions  effective,  we  would  have  but  little 
progress.  Dr.  Lardner,  the  foremost  authority 
on  steam-er.gineering,  and  one  of  the  most  able 
scientific  men  of  his  day,  publicly  declaied  that 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  could  never  be  crossed  by  a 
steam-propelled  vessel.  A  parliamentary  com- 
mission reported  that  it  would  be  impracticable 
to  light  public  buildings  with  illuminating  gas; 
and  the  head  of  a  naval  engineering  co  mission 
reported  that  no  economy  could  result  from  the 
expansion  of  steam  and  superheating.  Now,  if 
these  experts  bad  possessed  the  power  to  crush  the 
projects  on  which  they  reported,  we  should  have 
had  no  Atlantic  Ferry;  this  honorable  body  would 
deliberate  by  tue  light  of  oil  lamps  or  candles, 
and  compound  engines,  which  by  reducing  the 
consumption  of  coal  sixty  per  cent,  have  enabled 
steamers  to  monopolize  the  trans-atlautic  carry- 
ing trade,  would  not  be  thought  of.  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  valid  objection  to  Mr.  Corliss's  en- 
gines, except  that  he  proposes  to  do  the  required 
work  efficiently  by  a  comparatively  rapid-piston 
speed:  yet,  as  engines  are  now  being  built,  these 
of  Mr.  Corliss  can  hardly  be  considered  rapid 
workers.  Locomotive  engines  now  runuing  upon 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  with  working  parts 
less  than  one-fiftieth  of  the  weight  of  the  corre- 
sponding portions  of  the  great  Centennial  engine, 
develop  oue-third  as  much  power;  the  Centen- 
nial engine  worked  with  low  steam  pressure  and 
comparatively  siow-piston  speed,  while  the  loco- 
motives are  upon  the  extreme  of  higb-pressure 
and  rapid-piston  speed.  I  have  heard  01  a  pair 
of  very  large  engines,  connecting  directly  to  a 
train  ot  ponderous  rolls  in  an  iron  mill,  that 
make    280     revolutions     per    minute.     As    the 


entire  resistance  is  instantly  brought  upon  and 
removed  from  the  engine,  it  is  about  as  severe  a 
service  as  can  be  exacted.  Trie  Porter-Allen 
engine  turns  over  BOO  revolutions  per  minute,  and 
the  manufacturers  have  orders  ahead  for  twelve 
months.  Edison's  electric  machines  are  con- 
nected directly  to  100-Dorse-power  engines  of  this 
type. 

ft  may  be  asserted  that  locomotive  and  Centen- 
nial engines  are  not  parallel  examples  for  pump- 
ing engines.  If  so,  we  will  consider  marine  en- 
gines. It  is  acknowledged  by  all  builders  that 
marine  service  is  the  must  difficult  to  provide  for. 
The  great  engine  upon  the  s'eamer  Bristol  of  tne 
Pall  River  line  is  called  a  slow-moving  one,  yet 
the  piston  speed  is  about  450  leer  per  minute;  and 
the  piston  speed  of  the  Chauncey  Vibbard,  run- 
ning ui  on  tbe  Hudsi  n  River,  is  still  greater. 
Chief  Engines  King  of  the  Uniied  States  Navy, 
who  was  appointed  by  this  Government  to  visit 
and  examine  all  the  foreign  naval  stations,  in  his 
report  on  the  "Navies  ot  the  World,"  gives  a  de- 
scription of  a  war  vessel  whose  engines  worked  at 
a  piston  speed  of  980  feet  per  minute,  and  also 
says  that  the  problem  of  efficiency  ana  economy 
in  steam  engineering  is  to  be  solved  by  high 
piston  speed  and  great  steam  pressure. 
So  much  for  rapid-working  engines.  Now,  some- 
thing further  10  suuport  the  professional  stand- 
ing of  Mr.  Corliss  and  I  have  done: 

At  the  Paris  Exposition,  1867,  a  Corliss  horizon- 
tal engine  of  thirty  hor.-e-yower  was  exhibited. 
The  United  states  commissioners,  in  their  official 
report  to  our  Government,  after  oescribing  the 
points  in  which  this  machine  was  superior  to 
others,  say,  "It  is  significant  to  obseive  how  mi- 
nutely its  features  have  been  copied  by  noted  builc> 
ers  of  other  nations,  as  indicative  ot  the  esteem 
with  which  tuey  regard  its  novelties.  The  three 
most  notable  copies  of  the  Corliss  engine  princi- 
ple are  by  Messrs.  Hick,  Hargraves  &  Co.  of  Bol- 
ton, England;  Messrs.  Gebiiider  Sulzer,  of  Win- 
terthur,  Switzerland,  and  A.  Duvergier,  Lyons, 
France."  Being  thus  copied  by  such  eminent 
foreign  builders  was,  at  least,  a  high  compliment 
paid  to  Mr.  Corliss,  and  a  most  emphatic  indorse- 
ment of  the  value  of  bis  improvements;  but  far 
more  satisfactory  to  the  inventor  was  that  higher 
and  nobler  recognition  expressed  by  Mr.  Vau- 
denkerchove  of  Ghent,  Belgium,  one  of  the  most 
successful  engine  builders  in  Europe,  who  took 
with  him  to  tne  Exposition  a  sr.eaui  engine  of  150 
horse-power,  of  the  highest  finish,  ferling  con- 
fident that  it  would  receive  Ihe  crowning  honois, 
but  on  encountering  tue  Corliss  engine,  and  ac- 
quainting himself  with  its  principles,  previously 
unknown  to  him,  he  gracefully  retired  from  the 
contest— acknowledging  himself  vanquished— 
and  immediately  seeking  drawings  and  plans  from 
Mr.  Corliss,  he  returned  to  his  home,  and  his 
large  establishment  has  since  been  engaged  in 
the  exclusive  manufacture  of  the  Corliss  engines, 
one  of  which,  of  160  horse-power,  built  for  the 
Belgian  mint  at  Brussels,  was  on  exhibition  at 
Philadelphia  in  the  Belgian  department,  and 
which,  on  the  engraved  name  plate  bore  not  only 
the  name  of  Vandenkerchove  as  builder,  but  alsb 
the  name  of  Corliss  as  inventor.  One  of  the 
most  eminent  of  British  engineers,  Mr.  J.  Scott 
Russell,  the  builder  of  the  steamship  Great  East- 
ern, who  was  delegated  by  the  Government 
of  Great  Britain  as  a  commissioner  to  the 
Paris  Exposition,  in  his  report  to  Parlia- 
ment, said,  "A  third  remarkable  engine  is  Ameri- 
can, both  in  invention  and  execution,  and  forms, 
perhaps,  the  most  remarkable  feature  in  the 
American  department.  It  exhibits  thoughtful 
design,  ingenious  contrivance,  refiued  skill  aud 
admirable  execution.  It  is  singularly  un- 
like an  English  engine.  It  has  fmr  ports 
on  four  different  parts  of  the  cylinder- 
each  worked  by  a  separate  mechanism.  These 
ports  are  worked  by  valves,  not  sliding,  like 
our  own,  ou  flat  surfaces.  Close  up  to  tbe 
cylinder  these  valves  cut  off  the  steam  with 
scarce  a  particle  of  waste  room,  and  so  econo- 
mize to  the  utmost  the  high-pressure  steam 
which  they  admit,  and  which  they  use  as  ex- 
pansively and  as  sparingly  as  possible.  The 
mechanism  by  which  these  valves  are  moved  is 
to  our  English  eyes  outlandish  and  extraordi- 
nary, but  it  is,  in  truth,  refiued,  elegant,  most 
effectual  and  judicious;  it  spares  steam  to  the 
utmost,  but  develops  what  it  uses  to  the  most 
effect.  *  *  *  *  a.  mechanism  as  beautiful  as 
the  human  hand  releases  or  retains  its  grasp  of 
the  feeding  valve,  and  gives  a  greater  or  less 
dose  of  steam  in  nice  proportions  to  each  vary- 
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ing  want.  The  American  engine  of  Coi -lis*  every- 
where tells  of  wise  loretbought,  juoiciouo  pro- 
poition,  sound  execution  and  exquisite  contriv- 
ance." 

[Tbis  delicate  mechanism  has  been  designated 
by  cme  in  authority  as  "jimcracks  and  new- 
fangled notions."] 

The  highest  competitive  honor  awaided  at  the 
Pans  Exposition  was,  i>y  the  international  jury, 
unanimously  accorded  to  the  Corliss  engine, 
though  more  than  one  hundred  engiues,  the  best 
possible  productions  of  ihe  most  noted  builders 
of  all  parts  of  the  world,  were  its  competitors. 

The  value  of  .Mr.  Corliss's  improvements  has 
also  been  attested  not  only  by  rue  leading  manu- 
facturers of  the  New  World,  but  by  the  higLest 
scientific  authoiity,  the  American  Academy  of 
Arts  and  Sciences,  which  holds  in  ti  ust  the  Count 
Ruuiford  fund.  In  January,  1870,  the  Ruruiord 
medals  were  formally  presented  to  Mr.  Corliss, 
and  the  presentation  addre>s  delivered  by  Dr.  Asa 
Gray,  the  president  of  the  Academy,  who,  after 
speaking  of  the  foundation  of  the  trust  and 
of  the  considerations  which  actuated  the 
Academy  in  bestowing  the  medals,  said,  "The 
Academy  rejoices  when,  as  now,  it  can  signalize 
an  invmtiou  which  unequivocally  tends  to  pro- 
mote that  which  the  lounder  had  "most  at  heart, 
and  commend,  d  to  our  particular  regard — the 
material  good  of  mankind.  *  *  *  It  is  a  great 
thing  to  say,  but  I  may  not  withhold  the  state- 
ment, that,  in  the  opinion  ot  those  who  have  offi- 
cially investigated  the  matter,  no  one  invention 
since  Watt's  time  has  so  enhanced  the  efficiency 
of  the  steam  engiue  as  this  for  which  the  Rum- 
ford  medals  are  now  presented."  Professor 
James  M-  Hart,  writing  in  the  International  Re- 
view, January-February,  1875,  on  "Vienna  and 
the  Centennial,"  alluding  to  Machinery  Hall  at 
the  Vienna  Exposition  of  1873,  says,  "In  this  con- 
nection America  may  lay  claim  to  unique  distinc- 
tion. Mr.  Corliss  was  the  only  person  who  re- 
ceived a  diploma  of  honor  without  being  an 
actual  exhibitor.  But,  in  truth,  the  entire  Ma- 
chinery Hall,  with  its  appurttnances,  was  his  ex- 
hibition, for  every  stationary  engine  at  work  in 
the  building  or  on  th-  grounds  was  in  principle  a 
Corliss  engine."  No  higher  honors  than  these 
were  ever  conferred  by  Europeans  on  an  Ameri- 
can inventor.  Engineering,  London,  in  its  issue 
of  May  19,  187G,  bad  an  illustrated  article  on  "The 
Corliss  Beam  Engine  at  the  Philadelphia  Exhibi- 
tion," from  which  we  make  thefollowing  extract: 
•'The  engine,  as  it  stands,  undoubtedly  forms  a 
grand  mechanical  monument,  and  it  is  most  fitting 
that  such  a  prominent  exhibit  at  Philadelphia 
should  be  associated  with  the  name  of  Mr.  George 
H.  Corliss,  an  engineer  whose  designs  have  been 
so  extensively  adopted  not  only  in  his  own  coun- 
try, but  also  in  Europe.  There  is  in  fact  no  engine 
builder  whose  patterns  have  been  so  universally 
imitated,  and  therefore  none  more  worthy  of  the 
post  ot  honor  at  an  American  exhibition."  A 
writer  in  the  Penn  Monthly  for  March,  1877,  in  an 
article  on  "The  Organization  of  the  Centennial 
Exhibition,"  alluding  to  the  act  of  Congress 
creating  the  auxiliary  body  known  as  the  "Board 
of  Finance,"  says  in  relation  to  the  original  in- 
ception ot  the  plan,  "the  principal  credit  Is  due 
to  Mr.  Corliss,  whose  sketch  was  in  the  main 
adopted,  and  if  it  is  still  in  existence,  will  be 
found  to  contain  all  the  essential  points  and 
much  ot  the  phraseology  of  the  bill.  It  is  rare  to 
find  constructive  talent  which  applies  equally 
well  to  steam  engines  and  acts  of  Congress.  ' 

Professor  Radiuger  of  the  Polytechnic  School 
at  Vienna,  Austria,  to  an  extended  work  on  the 
"Machinery  Department  of  the  Centennial  Exhi- 
bition at  Philadelphia,"  places  Mr.  Corliss  at  the 
head  of  American  mechanicians,  and  in  speaking 
of  the  great  engine,  characterizes  it  as  one  of  the 
greatest  worhs  of  the  present  day.  "Although 
colossal,  it  was  symmetrical  in  greatness,  beauti- 
ful in  form  and  without  a  fault— its  every  detail 
a  masterpiece."  Referring  to  the  closing  day  of 
the  exhibition  and  the  stopping  of  the  engine, 
Professor  Radinger  further  says,  "The  people 
wanted  to  cheer,  as  they  had  done  on  other  occa- 
sions, but  instead  of  bursting  out  with  joy  they 
were  choked  with  emotion— the  hurrah  stuck  in 
their  throats— and  some  were  so  overcome  that 
they  shed  tears."  Although  a  German,  his  en- 
thusiasm finds  vent  at  the  close  of  a  chapter  In 
these  words,  "Ehre  dem  jungen  Lande  !  Ehre 
dem  grossen  Corliss !"  Mr.  Chairman,  I  now 
ask  for  a  reconsideration  of  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  order. 


Alderman  Slade— I  wonder  the  Alderman  did  n't 
bave  some  of  Mr.  Corliss's  medals  to  go  with  that 
document  he  has  read  here.  It  reads  very  fine 
and  v»ry  much  like  a  good  deal  of  other  matter  I 
have  seen  and  read  from  Mr.  Corliss  and  his 
friends.  I  would  simply  say  that  I  don't  know 
that  anybody  on  this  floor  has  said  anything 
against  Mr.  Corliss's  ability  for  building  engines, 
and  I  don't  know  what  that  has  to  do  with  this 
matter  at  all.  I  never  heard  of  Mr.  Corliss  build- 
ing but  two  pumps,  and  he  don't  want  us  to  see 
them  probably.  But  I  will  say  here,  that  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage 
1  have  n't  the  sli;  litest  objection  to  having  every- 
thing published  that  is  in  the  hands  ot  the  com- 
mittee. Of  course,  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  gossip  and  talk  between  one  and  another 
thai  cannot  be  published,  and  never  will  bo 
published  by  anybody.  But  all  we  have  in  that 
committee  room  can  be  examined  by  any 
member  of  this  Board,  and  I  for  one  don't  shrink 
from  publishing  it.  It  will  only  make  the  com- 
mittee considerable  work,  and  no  good  will  come 
from  it.  It  is  only  going  to  satisfy  ihe  morbid 
curiosity  of  certain  people  to  see  what  has  been 
said  and  done.  If  this  Board  want  to  put  upon 
the  commiti ee  the  labor  of  laying  all  this  matter 
in  print  before  them,  I  don't  object;  but  I  don't 
think  any  good  can  come  from  it.  Everything  is 
all  still  now,  and  there  is  no  necessity  for  raking 
up  this  matter,  except  to  gratify  Mr.  Corliss  or 
advertise  him. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  don't  propose  to  vote  for 
anything  that  will  look  like  a  reflection  upon  my 
predecessors  upon  the  Committee  on  Improved 
Sewerage:  yet  I  think  the  allegations  made  by 
the  Alderman  on  my  left  require  an  answer,  and 
I  believe  that  the  correspondence  should  be  pub- 
lished. I  think  no  one  can  read  that  correspond- 
ence and  not  conclude  that  it  was  Mr.  Corliss's 
fault  that  an  arrangement  was  not  made  with 
him  by  the  city.  The  committee  voted  to  author- 
ize the  chairman  to  make  a  contract  in  good  faith, 
trusting  that  Mr.  Corliss  would  be  able  to  furnish 
an  engine  with  all  the  characteristics  that  the  gen- 
tleman has  described.  But  we  have  not  heard 
anything:  said  about  Mr.  Corliss's  pumping  en- 
gines. Running  ordinary  steam  engines  at  a  high 
rate  of  speed  is  different  from  tbe  operation  of 
pumping  engines,  and  1  have  no  doubt  the  City 
Engineer  was  justified  in  objecting  to  a  small 
pumping  engine.  However,  the  committee  de- 
sired to  complete  a  contract,  and  all  the  way 
through  Mr.  Corliss  appeared  to  object  to  it.  If 
this  matter  is  reconsidered,  I  will  move  to  amend 
the  order,  so  that  all  the  coriespondence  between 
the  City  Engineer  and  the  Committee  on  Im- 
proved Sewerage  shall  be  published. 

Alderman  Haldeman— It  is  very  true  I  have  not 
said  anything  about  the  quality  of  the  pumping 
engines  made  for  the  city  by  Mr.  Corliss;  nor 
have  I  questioned  the  character  of  those  now  be 
ing  built  for  the  city.  Those  pumps  are  now  a 
matter  of  test.  My  opinion  is  they  are  worthless 
until  we  get  an  absolute  test.  I  have  simply  acted 
upon  the  principle  that  Mr.  Corliss's  reputation 
was  such  that  if  he  said  he  would  build  pumps  for 
the  city  ot  Boston,  he  would  do  it,  and  that  such 
an  offer  should  receive  consideration.  I  have 
said  nothing  in  reply  to  tbe  charge  of  the 
committee  that  Mr.  Corliss's  pumps  are  a 
failure.  I  could  readily  do  so  with  extracts 
from  the  Providence  and  Pawtucket  papers;  hut 
those  pumps  are  running  daily,  and  can  be  seen, 
and  there  is  no  necessity  for  replying  to  the 
charge  that  they  are  a  failure.  But  I  am  ready  to 
take  issue  witn  the  Alderman  on  my  right  in  re- 
gard to  the  impossibility  of  pumping  engines 
working  at  a  high  rate  of  speed.  In  the  early 
days  ot  pumping  water  for  city  use,  it  was  cus- 
tomary to  force  it  into  great  reservoirs,  as  is  still 
being  done  at  Philadelphia.  The  next  step  was 
to  force  it  into  standpipes,  so  that  today  we  are 
practically  pumping  directly  into  the  mains.  If 
the  gentleman  holds  that  a  column  of  water  must 
be  forced  by  slow  motion,  he  loses  sight  of  the 
fact  that  the  steam  fire-engines  today  are  run 
with  the  greatest  velocity  possible.  Now  I  will  say 
that  l  do  not  know  what  Mr. Corliss's  engine  is,  but 
if  it  is  a  light  one,  running  with  a  quick  motion,  I 
believe  it  is  the  correct  principle.  As  near  as  I 
can  understand,  the  difficulty  of  driving  a  column 
of  water  by  sudden  pulsations  is  remedied  by 
keeping  the  stream  in  constant  motion,  the  same 
as  that  of  a  steam  fire-engine.  I  understand  this 
pumping  engine  of  Mr.  Corliss  is  what  is  known 
as  a  double-compound  motion.  Its  walking 
beams  are  something  similar  to  tbe  Centennial 
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engines,  with  lour  plungers,  no  one  of  which  will 
pass  the  centre  at  the  same  time,  so  that  by  these 
four  pumps  forcing  the  water  wuhout  special 
speed  or  reversed  motion  the  column  is  constantly 
moving.  There  is  no  shock  and  no  concussion, 
except  upon  each  valve,  which  is  one-fourth  of 
the  entire  movement.  There  is  no  difficulty  of 
forcing  any  large  body  of  water  if  you  have  suf- 
ficient power.  All  that  is  necessary  is  to  have  your 
valves  strong  enough  to  resist  back  action.  There 
is  a  difference  of  opinion  about  that,  of  course, 
but  as  Mr.  Corliss  agreed  to  build  his  engine  and 
exhibit  it  ir  actual  operation  before  it  was  accept- 
ed, I  think  he  offered  to  do  a  very  big  thing  tor 
this  city  to  refuse. 

The  reconsideration  was  carried,  and  at  the  re- 
quest of  Alderman  Haldeman  the  Chair  read  the 
order  tor  information. 

Alderman  Hersey — t  move  as  a  substitute  that 
the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  for  publication  the  entire  cor- 
respondence between  them,  the  City  Engineer 
and  Mr.  Corliss.  I  :hink  that  will  show  conclu- 
sively why  the  committee  were  unable  to  conclude 
an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Corliss.  It  seems  to  me 
that  all  the  circumstances  are  shown  in  the  offi- 
cial correspondence.  I  suppose  that  is  what  the 
Alderman  desires. 

Alderman  Haldeman — What  the  Alderman  pro- 
poses approaches  what  I  ask  for,  but  it  gives  no 
more  and  much  less.  I  ask  for  a  report  upon  all 
the  circumstances,  and  leave  it  to  the  judgment 
of  the  committee  to  say  what  shall  be  reported. 
I  think  there  are  circumstances  not  included  in 
the  corresfoodence,  which,  of  course,  the  com- 
mittee must  judge  whether  or  not  should  be  pub- 
lished. We  have  been  led  to  believe  by  all  sorts 
of  backing  and  filling  that  there  are  things 
which  should  not  be  made  public,  for  fear  of 
complicating  the  city  In  a  legal  suit.  Of  course, 
I  think  the  committee  should  suppress  matters 
of  that  kind.  If  you  should  call  for  all  the  cor- 
respondence, it  Is  possible  there  might  be  some- 
thing they  could  not  give  without  injuring 
the  city's  interests.  I  would  ask  for  nothing 
that  would  jeopardize  the  city's  interest  or  be 
humiliating  to  the  committee.  But  there  are 
facts  which  can  be  offered  which  will  stop  this 
scandal.  I  hope  the  original  order  will  pass,  and 
that  the  gentleman  will  withdraw  his  substi- 
tute. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  think  the  committee 
ought  to  know  what  they  are  asked  for.  The  gen- 
tleman's order  is  too  indefinite.  I  do  not  see  how 
the  committee  are  going  to  remember  every  little 
circumstance  which  occurred  during  the  two 
years'  controversy  with  Mr.  Corliss.  It  seems  to 
me  the  gentleman  should  confine  the  inquiry  to 
what  is  official — the  correspondence  between  Mr. 
Corliss  and  the  committee  and  City  Engineer.  It 
is  1 11  a  matter  of  record,  and  after  reading  it  I 
think  any  one  will  see  that  the  committee  were 
justified  in  withdrawing  from  any  arrangement 
with  Mr.  Corliss. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  withdraw  that  amendment.  There  is  a  good 
deal  more  in  this  matter  than  he  would  like  to 
admit.  For  instance,  we  might  like  to  know 
what  the  experts  did.  That  would  n't  come  in 
under  his  order.  The  committee  of  course  know 
why  the  contract  was  made  with  Mr.  Corliss  in 
the  first  place,  and  why  it  was  abandoned. 

Alderman  Slade— It  never  was  made. 

Alderman  Haldeman— Well.  I  think  the  origi- 
nal order  is  plain,  succinct  and  without  being 
overloaded  with  requirements. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  am  willing  to  embrace  in 
my  substitute  any  reports  made  by  the  experts. 
I  suppose  they  made  their  reports  in  writing.  I 
will  include  that  in  my  motion. 

The  City  Clerk  read  the  motion  of  Alderman 
Hersey  reduced  to  writing,  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Improved 
Sewerage  be  directed  to  furnish  in  print  the  en- 
tire correspondence  between  the  Committee  on 
Improved  Sewerage,  the  City  Engineer  and 
George  H.  Corliss,  in  relation  to  the  building  of 
pumping  engines  for  the  city,  together  with  the 
reports  of  any  experts  that  "day  have  been  made 
to  said  committee. 

Alderman  Whitten— Does  that  include  the  re- 
plies of  Mr.  Corliss  to  their  letters? 

The  City  Clerk— The  "entire  correspondence" 
would  include  the  reDlies  necessarily. 

ilderman  Tucker— I  would  ask  the  Alderman 
if  the.  substitute  does  n't  virtually  cover  the 
same-ground  which  he  wishes  to  get  at?  lean- 
not  see  any  difference. 


Alderman  Haldeman  —  It  does  substantially, 
but  yet  I  think  the  original  order  is  preferable. 
It  is  more  concise,  and  does  not  go  into  details. 
As  I  said  previously,  't  was  prepared  by  Mr.  Lee, 
the  Clerk  of  Committees,  who  had  in  view  the 
preparation  of  ihe  reply  to  the  order.  I  believe 
that  Mr.  Lee's  opinion  in  a  question  of  this  kind 
is  better  than  my  own.  For  that  reason  1  hope 
the  original  order  will  pass. 

Alderman  Hersey— My  ieason  tor  offering  this 
substitute  is  that  the  original  order  is  too  indefi- 
nite. I  don't  think  we  ought  to  ask  the  commit- 
tee to  relate  conversations  which  took  place  two 
or  three  years  ago.  I  do  not  think  it  is  possible 
for  them  to  recollect  everything  that  was  said. 
Everything  that  is  important  was  written.  I 
think  the  substitute  will  embrace  everything 
that  the  gentleman  desires  to  know. 

Alderman  Haldeman— The  original  order  does 
not  call  for  any  petty  gossip.  It  asks  for  a 
straightforward  sluement  of  the  circumstances 
which  every  one  connected  with  the  committee 
knows.    The  report  can  be  readily  made. 

Alderman  Slade— I  want  to  say  that  all  the  cir- 
cumstances are  in  black  and  white.  When  we 
publish  all  we  have  in  black  and  white  we  shall 
publish  all  there  is.  The  gossip  that  might  have 
been  talked  to  and  from  the  committee  and  Mr. 
Corliss,  and  by  one  member  of  the  committee  to 
another,  cannot  be  lemembered,  as  there  are 
only  two  members  of  the  present  committee  who 
were  on  the  old  committee.  IE  the  substitute  is 
passed,  the  Board  will  get  everything  worth 
getting. 

Alderman  Haldeman  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  question  of  substitution. 

Alderman  Woolley— As  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Improved  Sewerage  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  passage  of  either  one  of  these  orders; 
but  certainly  it  could  not  be  expected,  as  the 
Alderman  has  suggested,  that  the  committee  are 
going  into  the  details  of  this  matter.  As  he  says, 
only  two  gentlemen  on  the  present  committee 
were  members  of  the  committae  when  the  ar- 
rangement with  Mr.  Corliss  was  made  or  at  the 
time  he  was  a  contestant  for  the  making  of  the 
engines  for  the  city.  I  do  not  see  that  there  is 
anything  to  oe  concealed,  and  believe  that  every- 
thing can  be  published'.  But  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man will  see  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  go  baek 
and  report  everything  that  was  said  by  all  par- 
ties. It  will  be  pretty  hard  work  for  the  members 
of  the  committee  to  recollect  what  was  said  for 
and  against.  The  then  engineer,  Mr.  Davis,  is  no 
loDger  employed  by  the  city,  and  it  seems  almost 
impossible  for  the  committee  to  carry  out  the 
spirit  of  the  original  order.  I  certainly  hope  the 
substitute  will  be  adopted  by  this  Board.  It 
seems  to  me  it  will  cover  everything  that  is  right 
and  proper  for  the  committee  to  give  to  the  pub- 
lic. 

Alderman  O'Brien  -I  am  really  in  doubt  about 
this  matter,  because  I  can  see  no  difference  be- 
tween the  original  order  aud  the  substitute.  The 
original  order  leaves  the  matter  exclusively  in 
the  hands  of  the  committee,  and  they  will  report 
what  has  been  done.  The  substitute  merely  asks 
for  certain  information  in  relation  to  certain 
pointc  which  the  ehairman  of  the  committee  says 
will  cover  the  whole  ground.  Now,  in  order  to 
stop  any  doubts  that  might  arise,  I  really  thiuk  it 
would  be  best  to  pass  the  order  offered  by  Alder- 
man Haldeman.  The  whole  matter  will  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  committee,  and  as  the  gentleman 
who  offered  the  substitute  is  a  member  of  the 
committee,  vhey  can  arrange  it  to  suit  them- 
selves. It  might  look  possibly— though  I  don't 
believe  it  is— as  if  the  substitute  was  prepared  to 
fix  the  report  of  the  committee  and  not  cover  the 
whole  ground.  But  as  the  Alderman  says,  I 
think  it  would  cover  the  whole  ground  by  giving 
the  entire  correspondence  beiweeu  the  city  ana 
Mr.  Corliss.  If  we  pass  the  order  offered  by  Al- 
derman Haldeman,  no  one  will  have  any  doubt 
about  it  hereafter. 

Alderman  Hersey— My  objections  to  the  origi- 
nal order  are  that  I  do  not  think  the  committee 
ought  to  be  asked  to  summon  before  them  the 
members  of  last  year's  committee,  and  Interview 
them  as  to  what  took  place  in  committee,  and  to 
relate  conversations,  etc.  Every  official  act  is  in 
writing,  and  I  do  not  see  why  the  substitute  will 
not  be  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  gentleman 
who  offered  the  Original  order.  1  thiuk  the  com- 
mittee ought  to  know  definitely  what  is  rCqui»ed 
of  them.  That  is  my  only  object  in  offering  the 
substitute. 
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Alderman  O'Brien— It  never  appeared  to  me 
that  the  order  offered  by  Mderinan  Haldtman 
required  any  such  action  as  that.  As  has  been 
said,  there  are  only  two  gentlemen  on  the  pres- 
ent committee  who  were  on  the  committee  be- 
fore. All  tbey  will  have  to  do  will  be  to  go  to 
their  records,  which  are  merely  the  correspond- 
ence between  the  city  and  Mr.  Corliss.  It  appears 
to  me  that  is  all  the  information  they  can  give. 
They  cert.ali.ly  cannot  summon  gentlemen  before 
the  committee  to  give  private  conversations 
which  they  may  or  may  not  remember. 

Alderman  Haldeman— The  order  as  originally 
offered  does  not  bear  such  a  construction.  There 
is  nothing  small  about  it;  no  innuendoes;  no  in- 
sinuations. This  throwing  mystery  around  it  is 
simply  to  attract  attention  liom  the  main  ques- 
tion. If  there  is  no  difference  between  the  origi- 
nal and  the  subsiitute,  why  not  pass  the  former  ? 
It  was  properly  and  carefully  prepared.  Every 
attempt  to  shrink  from  inquiry  and  investigation 
only  adds  weight  against  them.  There  is  certain- 
ly an  impression  abroad  that  improper  influences 
have  been  brought  to  bear  against  the  committee 


in  their  action.  But  that  is  something  I  do  not 
propose  to  bring  up  here.  1  have  placed  their 
defence  in  their  own  bauds.  I  do  not  ask  tor 
anything  small.  I  do  not  ask  them  to  send  for 
unybody.  They  have  their  own  data,  and  can 
give  the  information  we  ask  for. 

Alderman  Slade— It  is  immaterial  to  me  which 
order  passes.  The  report  will  be  the  same  whether 
one  or  the  other  is  passed.  It  it  will  be  any  satis- 
faction to  the  Alderman  or  any  one  else  to  have 
the  original  order  passed,  1  do  not  care. 

Alderman  Hersey— It  is  immaterial  to  me.  It 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  is  satisfied,  I  am. 

The  Chair— Does  the  Aloerrnan  withdraw  the 
substitute? 

Alderman  hersey— The  Aldermen  can  vote  up- 
on it. 

The  substitute  was  rejected  -yeas  5,  nays  7: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Curtis,  Hersey,  Slade,  Viles 
Woolley— 5. 

Nays— Aldermc-n  Breck,  Caldwell,  Frost,  Halde 
man,  O'Brien,  Tucker,  Whitten— 7. 

The  original  order  was  passed — yeas  12,  nays  0. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MAY    19,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M  ,  Andrew  J. 
Bailey,  President,  in  the  chair. 

The'  roll  was  called  with  the  tollowin  z  result : 

Present— Messrs.  Bailey,  Barry,  Bartlett,  Beal, 
Bigelow,  Bowker,  Bovle,  Brimbeconj.  Brown, 
Child.  H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Costello,  Dana.  Dev- 
lin, C.  F.  Doberty,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy, 
Farwell,  Fick,  Fitzpatrick,  Freeman,  Gove,  Hagar, 
Harding,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosiey,  Huntress,  Lauten, 
Lovell,  Maguire,  Mathews,  McCormick,  J.  A.  Mc- 
Laughlin. P.  J.  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  MeaDS, 
N.  M  Morrison,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Murphy, 
Pope,  Powers,  Prav,  Quigley,  Rosnosky,  Smith, 
Swan,  Teevan,  Viles,  Wakefield,  Walsh,  Welch, 
Wheeler,  Whitmore— 57. 

Absent— Me.-srs.Coulin.Connell,  Cotton,  Cronin, 
Daly,  Denney,  Emery,  Ford,  Folan,  Greenougb, 
Parkman,  Pratt,  Rogers,  Wharton,  Williams— 15. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOAKD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Water  of  a  re- 
quest of  the  Water  Board  for  leave  to  construct 
a  new  storage  basin  on  Sudbury  River.  Con- 
curred. 

Reports  and  orders  for  permits  to  build  to  be 
issued  to  the  following-named  parties  in  the  loca- 
tions named:  Nathaniel  Adams  estate,  Newstreet, 
Ward  2;  Harrison  Loring,  East  First  street,  Ward 
14:  Hoosac  Tunnel  D.  &  E.  Company.  Damon's 
wharf,  Ward  5;  Joseph  Dickson,  Rutherford  aven- 
ue, Ward  5;  Hoosac  Tunnel  D.  &  E.  Company,  Hit- 
tinger's  wharf,  Ward  5;  Christopher  Menslage, 
rear  Alger  street,    Ward  15;    Eastern    R.  R.  Com- 

Sany,  rear  Orleans  street,  Ward  2;  W.S.Pratt, 
[averick  street,  Ward  2;  Hoosac  Tunnel  D  &.  E. 
Company,  Tutor's  wharf,  Ward  5;  National  Dock 
and  W«rehou-e  Company,  Milk  street,  Ward  2. 
Orders  severally  passed  in  concurrence. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petitions 
of  the  following-named  parties  for  compensation 
for  personal  injuries  received  in  the  locations 
named:  M.  M.  Ltbby,  Winter  street;  Timothy 
Toomey,  Change  avenue;  George  T.  Pomeroy, 
Tremoht  street;  Ellen  Walsh,  Fifth  street.  Ac- 
cepted in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage 
to  report  in  print  a  full  and  explicit  statement  of 
the  circumstances  attending  negotiations  for 
pumping  engines,  particularly  with  reference  to 
rbe  rejection  of  the  Corliss  engines,  etc.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

Order  lor  ihe  Street  Commissioners  to  remove 
the  fence,  etc.,  projecting  from  the  estate  now  or 
formerly  of  Richard  Holmes  on  Heath  street, 
over  the  line  between  said  estate  and  city  land, 
at  corner  of  said  Heath  street  and  Tremout  street. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

The  ordinance  relating  to  the  City  Messenger 
comes  down  passed  in  concurrence  with  certain 
amendments  set  forth  in  italics  in  printed  City 
Doc.  No.  C2,  1881.  Passed  in  concurrence.  Mr. 
Whitmore  of  Ward  12  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  nor  prevail.    Lost. 

Notice  of  indefinite  postponement  of  the  order 
for  the  committees  on  the  departments  to  en- 
deavor to  secure  $2  a  day  for  laborers.  Placed  on 
file. 

(  iiij  Treasurer. 

Notice  of  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
order  recommitting  the  nomination  of  Alfred  T. 
Turner  as  City  Treasurer,  with  certain  instruc- 
tions.   Placed  on  tile. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  Alfred  T.  Turner 
as  City  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23  moved  to  proceed  to 
ballot  for  City  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Smith  o't  Ward  21—1  would  inquire  of  the 
Committee  on  Nomination  of  City  Treasurer  if 
Mr.  Turner  has  concluded  to  accept  the  office  at 
the  present  salary  or  not. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  raise  the  point  of 
ord^r  that  the  inquiry  is  not  germane  to  the  mat- 
ter before  the  Council.  I  would  have  objected  at 
the  last  meeting  it  I  had  had  ray  wits  about  me; 
but  in  this  connection  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
Chair  to  consider  whether  any  inquiry  of  this 
kind  is  proper. 


Mr.  Smith— I  think  the  inquiry  is  a  proper  one. 
I  understand  that  Mr.  Turner  has  dictated  to  the 
committee  the  termt  and  conditions  upon  which 
be  would  accept  the  nomination  for  City  Treas- 
urer. I  simply  ask  for  information.  It  seems  to 
me  unprecedented  that  a  nominating  committee 
should  undertake  to  fix  the  salary  or  receive  any 
dictation  from  a  candidate  to  whom  they  have 
tendered  the  honor  of  such  a  position. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24 — If  a  technicality  is  going 
to  be  raiser"  as  to  whether  this  matter  of  the  sal- 
ary is  germane  to  the  subject,  I  would  move  to 
lay  the  election  of  City  Treasurer  on  the  table  for 
the  same  reason  that  I  did  a  week  ago  tonight. 
I  think  the  salary  should  be  fixed  before  the  offi  • 
cer  is  elected.  If  the  City  Council  is  to  be  dic- 
tated to  by  a  candidate  relative  to  the  amount  of 
salary  which  he  desires,  before  he  accepts  the 
office,  I  think  it  behooves  us,  in  the  city's  interest, 
to  fix  the  salary  first,  and  then  get  as  accept- 
able a  person  as  we  can  tor  the  office.  I 
think  there  are  many  reliable,  trustworthy  men 
who  will  take  the  office  tor  the  present  salary. 
There  is  another  matter  which  1  would  like  to 
bring  up  at  this  time,  if  pertinent.  I  would  like 
to  give  notice  that  a  week  from  tonight  I  will  call 
for  a  report  from  the  nominating  committees  on 
Auditor  and  City  Collector.  1  find  that  a  year 
ago  they  were  brought  in  before  this  time,  and 
that  all  three  reports  came  in  together. 
I  will  now  give  notice  that  I  shall  call  for  those 
reports  at  the  next  meeting,  at.d  now  move  that 
the  election  of  City  Treasurer  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23 — I  hope  that  motion  will 
not  prevail.  The  committee  appointed  to  nomi- 
nate a  candidate  for  City  Treasurer  have  attend- 
ed to  that  duty.  They  have  presented  to  the  City 
Council  the  name  of  a  gentleman  who  is  worthy 
of  our  attention,  our  con-ideration  and  our  vote, 
either  to  elect  or  defeat  him.  Mr  Turner  has 
been  elected  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  it  is 
high  time  and  a  proper  time  for  us  to  proceed  to 
an  election.  In  regard  to  the  salary,  that  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  election  in  any  way,  shape 
or  manner,  with  the  committee.  When  the  salary 
questie  i  comes  up,in  relation  to  the  Ci  cy  Treasurer 
and  the  other  officers,  there  will  be  a  chance  to 
debare  it  and  fix  it.  It  the  salary  fixed  for  the 
City  Treasurer  does  not  suit  the  man  elected,  he 
can  resign  and  then  we  can  go  on  and  elect 
another  one. 

Mr.  Dana  of  Ward  1C— Mr.  President,  I  hope  we 
will  proceed  to  an  election  of  Treasurer  this  even- 
ing. Your  committee  gave  the  subject  very  care- 
ful consideration,  and  in  making  their  selection 
endeavored  to  act  tor  the  best  interest  of  the  city 
of  Boston.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  them  that  the 
nomination  of  Mr.  Turner  has  been  received  with 
so  much  favor  by  the  press  and  citizens  generally. 
I  do  not  see  why  we  need  consider  the  salary 
question  ut  this  time.  If  we  elect.  Mr.  Turner,  and 
be  does  not  wish  to  accept  the  office  at  the  salary 
which  the  Committee  on  Salaries  and  Council 
may  agree  upon,  be  can  decline,  and  we  shall 
have  to  look  elsewhere  for  a  Treasurer.  But  I 
hope  he  will  be  elected  and  induced  to  accept,  for 
several  reasons.  Among  these  are,  bis  experience 
in  city  matters  tor  twenty-five  years,  his  ability 
to  give  the  required  bonds,  and  more  important 
than  all,  I  have  the  authority  to  state  that,  if  be 
accepts  the  office,  he  takes  it  with  the  distinct  un- 
derstanding that  he  and  bis  bondsmen  are  respon- 
sible to  the  full  amount  of  the  bonds  for  all 
moneys  bandied,  either  by  himself  or  his  subordi- 
nates, for  the  City  and  also  the  Sinking  fund.  I 
mention  this  fact,  as  there  seems  to  be  some  dif- 
ference of  oninion  as  to  the  responsibility  of  the 
Treasurer  for  any  deficiency  caused  by  the  acts 
of  his  subordinates,  and  also  now  tar  he  can  be 
held  as  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  fund.  It  the  case 
against  our  present  Treasurer  should  be  decided 
against  the  city,  we  are  now,  as  I  understand  it, 
running  the  office  without  bonds,  except  for  the 
personal  acts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  city.  I  hope 
we  shall  proceed  to  an  election. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21— At  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Council  I  objected  to  this  nomination,  be- 
cause Mr.  Turner  refused  to  accept  the— 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  laying 
upon  the  table.  Upon  that  question  the  merits 
of  the  main  question  cannot  be  discussed. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18—1  hope  this  matter  will 
not  he  laid  upon  the  table,  but  that  we  shall  pro- 
ceed to  ballot  tonight.  Your  committee  have 
nominated  for  the  office  of  City  Treasurer  a  gen- 
tleman well  known  in  this  community,  and 
familiar  to  every  member  of  the  Government  in 


323 


COMMON       COUNCIL, 


his  capacity  of  City  Auditor.  He  stands  first  class, 
and  there  is  n't  a  word  to  be  said  against  him,  in 
one  shape  or  another  There  is  no  question  as  to 
his  ability,  honesty  and  integrity.  Those  are  the 
three  qualities  which  sbould  command  the  atten- 
tion 01  this  Council.  We  have  given  you  a  can- 
didate who  represents  those  three  quali- 
fications. There  is  n't  a  man  in  this  City  Hall 
who  can  say  no  as  promptly  as  Mr.  Turner.  He 
does  n't  say  it  quite  as  pleasantly  as  some  might 
wish,  sometimes,  and  he  makes  enemies  by  it. 
The  salary  question  is  not  before  us.  When  that 
question  is  considered,  if  we  don't  make  the  sala- 
ry satisfactory  to  him,  he  is  at  liberty  to  resign, 
and  we  can  elect  some  one  else. 

Mr.  Pope  of  Ward  9—1  hope  this  matter  wil'  be 
aid  upon  the  table.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Council,  when  Mr.  S-flith  spoke  on  this  question, 
I  think  he  put  forth  the  sentiments  of  a  majority 
of  this  CoudciI.  If  it  were  in  order,  I  would  pre- 
fer to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  main  question,  and 
should  then  give  my  reasons  more  fully  against 
laying  it  upon  the  table.  At  the  last  meeting  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  was  asked  if  Mr. 
Turner  would  take  the  office  at  the  present  sal- 
ary, and  the  chairman  arose  in  his  place  and  said 
Mr.  Turner  would  not  taue  the  place  at  the  pres- 
ent salary.  Now,  sir,  what  is  the  use  of  wasting 
time  here  by  electing  Mr.  Turner  City  Treasurer, 
when  he  says  he  will  not  take  the  office  at  the 
present  salary.  When  this  matter  of  an  increase 
of  salary  was  mentioned  three  or  four  weeks  ago, 
I  had  an  idea  that  ir,  was  mere  newspaper  rumor. 
I  had  no  idea  that  it  was  to  prove  a  stern  reality, 
but  it  has  become  one.  Why  not  pay  him  550,- 
000.01  per  annum,  so  that  there  will  no  longer 
be  any  doubt  about  our  paying  the 
highest  salary  in  the  country.  The  Presi- 
dend  of  the  United  States  gets  $50,000: 
let  Mr.  Turner  have  $50,000  and  one  cent,  so  that 
we  may  put  him  above  all  the  others.  While  I 
keep  my  seat  in  this  Council  -I  don't  know  how 
long  that  will  be — we  have  n't  had  but  one  re- 
count yet— I  shall  vote  against  such  an  enormous 
outlay  of  the  people's  money.  I  know  two  men 
as  well  versed  in  city  affairs  as  Mr.  Turner,  whose 
services  could  be  secured  for  this  position,  and 
who  would  come  up  and  put  down  United  States 
bonds  to  the  amount  of  §150  000,  and  make  no 
bones  about  it.  There  is  something  peculiar 
about  this  matter.  I  had  no  idea  this  would  ever 
meet  the  sanction  of  any  department  of  the  City 
Government.  There  is  something  about  this 
transaction  that  cannot  be  seen  with  the  naked 
eye,  and  it  will  take  a  microscope  of  great  power 
to  view  it  correctly.  It  is  strange  to  me  that 
members  of  the  City  Government  will  stoop  to 
such  a  course,  and  make  such  strenuous  objec- 
tion wh°n  poor  people  come  in  here  and  ask  for  a 
small  increase  of  salary. 

Mr.  Hart  raised  the  point  of  order  that  Mr. 
Pope  was  discussing  the  salary  question,  which 
is  not  under  consideration. 

The  President— The  gentleman  is  a  little  wide 
in  the  scope  of  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Pope— I  know  I  am  a  little  wide,  but  I  am 
pursuing  the  same  course  as  the  gentleman  who 
preceded  me.  Mr.  President,  I  shall  vote  against 
this  squandering  of  the  people's  money.  The 
ward  I  represent  is  composed  <oi  some  of  the  rich- 
est and  some  of  the  poorest  citizens  of  Boston, 
and  I  know  I  represent  some  of  my  constituents 
when  I  protest  against  this  expenditure. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1— I  will  try  and  keep  within 
the  question.  The  case  seems  to  be  substantially 
this:  As  I  am  informed,  and  as  the  records  sub- 
stantiate the  information,  for  years  the  City  Au- 
ditor and  Collector  have  made  their  reports  to 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  or  Common  Council  on 
the  same  evening,  and  there  has  been  an  election 
of  each  and  every  one  of  those  officers  on  that 
eveuing.  I  am  also  informed  that  the  present 
City  Auditor,  who  is  the  candidate  for  City 
Treasurer,  is  substantially  trying  to  ride  two 
horses,  and  it  seems  to  me  this  matter  ought  to 
go  over,  so  that  we  can  have  the  usual  custom 
prevail,  and  let  the  other  two  committees  bring 
in  their  nominations,  and  then  we  can  elect  our 
officers  on  one  and  the  same  evening.  This  idea 
of  allowing  a  man  to  come  in  here  and  ride  two 
horses  is  simply  sheer  nonsense.  It  is  the  same 
thing  which  occurred  when  we  were  electing  As- 
sessors. Men  were  trying  to  be  First  Assessors, 
and  if  they  failed  they  tried  to  be  elected  First 
Assistants,  and  when  they  could  not  get  that  they 
were  willing  to  be  Seconds  or  take  anv  other 
office. 

Mr.  McLaughlin  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  motion 


to  lay  upon  the  table  will  not  prevail.  It  seems 
to  me  it  would  be  almost  impossible  for  any  one 
to  decide  whether  we  are  debating  the  salary  bill, 
or  whether  we  shall  proceed  to  an  election  of 
City  Treasurer.  Now,  sir,  no  matter  what  my 
position  is  in  regard  to  the  City  Treasurer's  sal- 
ary, I  believe  he  ought  to  be  either  elected  or  de- 
feated tonight.  The  committee  made  their  report 
a  week  ago,  and  it  was  sent  back  under  the  cloak 
of  an  increase  of  salary.  I  think  that  was  an  lu- 
injustice  to  the  gentlemen  who  made  this 
nomination  and  to  the  man  nominated.  I  have 
not  seen  any  reason  advanced  why  we  should  not 
proceed  to  ballot  tonight.  The  question  of  salary 
will  come  up  afterwards.  This  same  Common 
Council  will  have  an  opportunity  to  vote  on  both 
questions.  They  will  first  vote  lor  the  City  Treas- 
urer, and  afterwards  vote  just  what  salary  he 
shall  receive.  Now,  what  are  we  afraid  ot?  Is 
any  one  here  afraid  to  vote  for  a  man  because  he 
wants  a  higher  salary  ?  I  hope  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  will  not  prevail. 

The  time  for  debate  having  expired,  Mr.  Fitz- 
patrick  of  Ward  8  moved  that  the  rule  be  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Pope  of  Ward  9  raised  the  point  of  order 
that  the  motion  is  not  in  order,  as  the  rule  had 
taken  effect.  The  President  ruled  the  point  well 
tafeen. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  declared 
lost.  Mr.  Rosuosky  doubted  the  vote,  and  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost— yeas  20, 
nays  45: 

Sfeas— Messrs.  Bartlett,  Bowker,  Child,  H.  B. 
Clapp,  Connell,  Costello,  Cotton,  Fisk,  Gove,  Hos- 
ley,  Mathews,  Means,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P.  Morri- 
son, Murphy,  Pope,  RosnosKy,  Smith,  Swan, 
Wakefield— 20. 

Nays  —  Messrs.  Barry,  Beal,  Bigelow,  Boyle, 
Brimbecom,  Brown,  H.  Ciapp,  Conlin,  Cronin, 
Daly,  Dana,  Denney,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J. 
Doherty,  Dudl»y,  Eddy,  Farwell,  Fitzpatrick, 
Freeman,  Folan,"  Hagar,  Harding,  Hart,  Hilton, 
Huntress,  Lovell,  Maguire,  McConnick,  J.  A.. 
McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Mul- 
lett,  Powers,  Pratt,  Prav,  Quigley,  Rogers.Teevan, 
"Viles,  Walsh,  Welch,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Whit- 
more — 15. 

Absent  or  not  voting  —  Messrs.  Emery,  Ford, 
Greenough,  Lauten,  Parkman,  Williams— 6. 

The  question  then  came  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Brown  to  proceed  to  ballot. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21—1  hope  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  23  will  not  prevail.  At  the 
last  meeting  I  objected  to  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
Turner  for  City  Treasurer,  because  he  had  refused 
to  accent  the  uosition  for  the  salary  as  now  estab- 
lished by  the  City  Council.  Last  Monday  in  the 
upper  branch  it  was  said  that  the  public  and  press 
approved  of  the  nomination,  and  an  article, 
eulogistic  ot  Mr.  Turner,  was  read  from  the  Her- 
ald. Now,  sir,  I  indorse  everything  said  in  that 
article  regarding  the  qualifications  of  Mr.  Turner 
for  the  office;  but,  sir,  when  the  public  and  the 
press  affirmed  that  the  nomination  was  acceptable 
to  them,  they  did  not  know  there  was  a  condi- 
tion added,  that  the  salary  was  to  be  raised  from 
$5000  to  §9000.  That  was  something  the  press 
had  n't  heard  of  then.  It  was  said  at  the  last 
meeting  that  I  had  made  a  mistake  in  giving 
as  public  reasons  what  ought  more  properly  to 
be  given  as  private  reasons.  |Now,  sir,  I  say 
now  as  I  said  then,  that  I  am  influenced  by  no 
personal  considerations.  I  have  no  candidate  to 
offer,  and  have  no  feelings  of  hostility  against 
Mr.  Turner.  The  qualifications  ol  Mr.  Turner  for 
this  office  do  not  influence  me.  If  that  were  all  I 
should  hold  my  peace,  and  cheerfully  cast  my 
vote  fo,-  him.  The  charge  I  make  is  that 
Mr.  Turner  dictated  the  terms  upon  which  he 
would  accept  the  nomination.  Tnat  is  what  I  ob- 
ject to,  and  I  say  the  committee  ought  not  to  have 
entertained  that  proposition  until  it  was  found 
that  no  proper  person  could  be  found  in  this  great 
city  who  would  take  the  office  until  the  salary 
was  increased.  Until  that  is  apparent  I  am  not 
prepared  to  vote  for  Mr.  Turner.  If  we  elect 
Mr.  Turner  tonight  under  those  conditions,  that 
ho  will  not,  under  any  circumstances,  accept  the 
office  unless  the  salary  is  raised,  and  the  City 
Council,  in  its  wisdom,  declines  to  raise  the  sal- 
ary, we  shall  have  had  our  labor  for  our  pains, 
and  be  compelled  to  hunt  up  somebody  else. 
Now,  sir,  I  claim  that  the  committee  had  no  right 
to  accept  those  conditions,  for  no  man  can  say 
today  that  the  City  Council  will  raise  that  salary 
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to  $9000,  or  even  $8000,  which  I  understand  to  be 
Mr.  Turner's  ultimatum.  One  would  suppose, 
from  the  action  or  the  committee,  that  Mr.  Turner 
was  the  only  one  who  could  be  found  in  this  city 
hie  enough  for  this  posiiion.  Mr. Turner  is  quite 
an  old  man,  and  if  he  is  the  only  man  that  can 
be  found  worthy  to  fill  the  office,  I  would  ask 
what  is  to  become  of  the  city  when  he  dies,  which 
he  probably  will  some  time?  I  am  not  one  of 
those  who  believe  that  all  the  brains  of  this  city 
are  circumscribed  by  the  walls  of  this  buildiDg, 
aud  that  only  one  man  is  left  to  save  the  city 
from  utter  ruin  and  destruction.  There  are  many 
men  in  this  city  peculiarly  well  qualified,  both  by 
education  and  experience  in  monetary  affairs,  to 
fill  this  position,  receiving  less  pay  today  than  the 
city  is  offering,  who  would  be  glad,  if  the  oppor- 
tunity were  offered,  to  avail  themselves  of  this 
liberal  salary.  That,  the  office  of  City  Treasurer, 
with  a  salary  of  $6000,  should  go  begging  seems 
to  me  unparalleled  in  our  municipal  history,  and 
that  the  committee  should  allow  themselves  to  be 
dictated  to  In  this  manner  is  still  more  astonish- 
ing. That  committee  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  salary  question.  It  was  clearly  their  duty  to 
present  the  name  of  a  candidate  who  was 
willing  to  accept  the  position  at  the  es- 
tablished salary,  or  to  have  reported  their 
inability  to  do  so.  Now.  sir,  since  the 
press  has  been  brought  into  this  subject,  to  prove 
that  the  nomination  was  acceptable  to  the  peo- 
ple, with  your  permission  I  will  read  an  article 
from  one  of  the  daily  papers  to  show  what  the 
feeling  is  on  this  subject,  since  the  question  of 
the  increase  of  salary  has  been  understood. 
[Reading]: 

"The  Aldermen  very  properly  hesitate  to  add 
$4000  in  a  lump  to  the  salary  now  paid  the  City 
Treasurer.  The  proposition  is  too  ridiculous  to 
warrant  sober  consideration.  It  is  true,  as  has 
been  stated  by  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Nominations,  that  Auditor  Turner  declined  to  be 
a  candidate  for  promotion  unless  the  salary  was 
raised." 

Mr.  Hart— Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to  ask 
him  a  question  ?    What  paper  is  that  from? 

Mr.  Smith— It  is  from  the  Globe. 

Mr.  Hart— I  thought  so. 

Mr.  Smith— I  he  other  was  from  the  Herald.  I 
believe  there  is  no  particular  objection  to  this 
paper.    [Reading]: 

'•But  if  the  City  Council  will  just  tr\  the  ex- 
periment of  keeping  the  salary  where  it  i»,  it  will 
be  found  that  Mr.  Turner  will  not  refuse  it— it 
he  gets  the  chance.  Things  look  different  under 
different  circumstance*.  Let  the  City  Coun- 
cil make  no  increase  in  the  salary— it  is 
large  enough  now  —  but  apply  just  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  of  the  proposed  increase  to  the 
pay  of  a  competent  expert  to  help  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Treasury  Department  examine 
tbe  books  once  in  a  while.  This  is  what  is 
needed;  aot  to  pay  nearly  double  the  salary  and 
get  no  greater  safeguards  against  loss.  It  would 
stem  that  experience  teaches  very  liftle  to  the 
members  of  the  legislative  department  of  our 
City  Government  if  they  think  they  can  make 
the  city  treasury  safer  by  increasing  the  salary 
of  the  Treasurer.  Common  sense,  which  they 
ought  to  possess,  shows  that  money  spent  in  this 
way  is  wasted,  and  that  increased  expenditure  is 
warranted  only  in  the  line  ot  providing  increased 
safeguards.  If  the  City  Council  increases  the 
salary  of  tbe  Treasurer  instead  of  applying  the 
money  to  secure  a  closer  and  more  frequent  ex- 
amination ot  the  accounts  by  competent  men,  it 
will  not  only  commit  a  tolly,"  but  will  neglect  the 
trust  which  the  people  have  given  into  its 
hands." 

Mr.  Smith— Now,  sir,  I  believe  that  expresses 
exactly  tbe  thing  we  want  to  arrive  at— that  we 
shall  get  no  greater  security  by  increasing  the 
salary.  If  the  Treasurer  neglects  his  duties  at 
$5000  a  year,  he  will  neglect  them  at  $9000.  I 
think  it  is  a  well-established  policy  that  when  we 
have  an  officer  at  the  head  of  a  department  who 
is  almost  perfect  in  that  direction,  we  should  try 
and  keep  him  there,  and  not  remove  bun  to  an- 
other department  where  it  does  n't  follow  at  all 
that  he  is  going  to  be  successlul  simply  because 
he  has  succeeded  so  well  in  the  former  one.  If  it 
should  prove  that  he  does  not  make  a  good  Treas- 
urer, and  that  we  were  not  fortunate  enough  to 
secure  a  good  man  for  Auditor,  then  we  should 
have  two  departments  badly  managed  instead  of 
one.  I  think  Mr.  Turner  makes  a  very  excellent 
Auditor,  and  that  he  bad  better  remain  where  he 
is,  and  tbe  committee  look  about  for  gome  other 


gentleman  to  take  charge  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. I  hope  the  Council  will  adhere  to  its  for- 
mer action,  ana  I  make  that  motion. 

The  President— That  motion  is  not  in  order. 
The  question  is  upon  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  23,  that  the  Council  proceed  to  ballot 
for  City  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— I  regard  Mr.  Turner  as 
a  very  excellent  gentleman  and  a  model  official. 
I  should  be  very  much  pleased  to  see  him  Treas- 
urer, Auditor,  or  any  other  officer  in  the  city  of 
Boston  where  the  duties  happen  to  be  in  the  par- 
ticular line  of  his  ability.  On  tbe  other  hand  I 
am  not  willing  to  give  any  Treasurer  of  the  city 
of  Boston  a  salary  of  $9000  But  I  fear  that  we 
are  doing  the  committee  an  injustice  by  assuming 
that  Mr.  Turner  has  taken  the  position  that  is 
stated.  I  have  not  seen  him  personally,  but  I 
shall  have  to  have  better  information  before  I 
believe  that  he  does  take  that  position.  There 
are  wild  rumors  afloat,  but  we  ought  not  to  act 
upon  rumors.  If  Mr.  Turner  has  said  he  will  not 
take  the  position  unless  be  gets  §9000,  I  shall  not 
vote  for  him.  But  I  think  we  should  not  act 
upon  that  assumption. 

Mr.  Huntress  of  Ward  11— The  gentleman  who 
has  last  spoken  has  expressed  my  views  on  this 
matter,  and  tor  the  purpose  of  getting  light,  I 
shall  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ward  23  to  state  the 
exact  language  Mr.  Turner  has  used,  or  which 
has  been  reported  to  tbe  committee. 

Mr.  Whitraore—  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that 
matters  which  go  on  in  committee  are  not  to  be 
divulged  except  by  vote  ot  the  committee.  I 
raised  this  point  before,  and  raise  it  now.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  other  evening  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  23  divulged  matters  relating  r.o  a 
committee  meeting. 

The  President — it  does  not  appear  to  be  a 
divulging  of  the  secrets  of  the  committee.  The 
question  has  been  asked  the  gentleman  what  he 
knows,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  he  has  been 
asked  for  anything  which  transpired  in  the  com- 
mittee room. 

Mr.Brow»  of  Ward  23— In  relation  to  the  salary, 
I  stated  a  week  ago  that  I  understood  that  Mr. 
Turner  contended  that  the  position  was  worth 
more  than  five  thousand  dollars,  but  that  the 
Nominating  Committee  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  salary  and  no  remarks  to  make  npon  that 
subject  whatsoever.  I  will  state  now  in  refer- 
ence to  the  question  which  the  gentleman  has 
just  asked:  The  committee  went  to  Mr.  Turner 
and  asked  it  he  would  accept  the  nomination  for 
Treasurer.  After  a  few  consultations  with  him 
he  announced  his  willingness  to  do  so,  but  he 
thought  it  was  rather  hard  for  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton or  any  committee  of  the  City  Council  to  ask 
him  to  tike  a  new  position  at  the  same  salary, 
when  he  was  located  where  he  was  at  a  fair  sal- 
ary, and  he  thought  that  in  order  to  make  the 
change  the  salary  ought  to  be  raised.  As  one  of 
the  committee,  I  think  that  salary  should  be 
raised,  and  when  the  salary  question  comes  up 
here,  I  shall  be  ready  to  give  reasons  why  the  sal- 
ary should  be  raised.  As  to  the  statement  that 
Mr.  Turner  would  not  take  the  office  unless  the 
salary  was  raised,  I  don't  think  he  has  made  such 
a  statement. 

Mr.  Huntress— That  is  exactly  the  position  I 
take.  I  don't  understand  that  Mr.  Turner  is  at- 
tempting to  dictate  that  the  salary  should  be 
raised.  He  has  simply  said  that  he  does  not 
think  it  would  be  fair  that  the  new  position 
should  be  lorced  upon  him  at  the  same  salary. 
It  is  not  the  same  salary.  It  is  a  thousand  dollars 
more,  and  that  may  cover  all  his  objections.  I 
should  be  very  glad  to  vote  for  him  at  the  pres- 
ent salary,  but  would  be  unwilling  to  vote  for 
him  at  the  salary  which  has  been  proposed.  I 
think  Mr.  Turner  has  not  dictated  to  the  commit- 
tee at  all.  I  think  the  statement  of  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  covers  the  whole  thing,  and 
in  that  light  I  think  we  can  discuss  the  matter 
hereafter. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— In  this  discussion  there 
is  one  point  I  should  like  to  see  decided,  and  that 
is  the  position  in  which  the  city  of  Bostou  stands 
in  relation  to  its  treasury.  A  defalcation  has 
occurred  in  that  office,  and' if  the  suits  should  go 
against  the  city,  I  understand  that  no  one  would 
be  held  responsible.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  paying 
nine  thousand  dollars  for  a  city  treasurer,  but  I 
think  we  should  have  some  one  who  is  able  to 
give  bonds  and  relieve  the  city  from  the  position 
it  is  now  in. 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  16—1  understand  that  this  is 
not  the  salary  but  the  election  of  a  City  Treasurer 
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that  we  are  discussing.  I  believe  we  have  talked 
this  matter  over  pretty  thoroughly,  and  it  seems 
to  me  the  sooner  we  aot  upon  it  the  better. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barry  the  main  question  was 
ordered.  The  Council  voted  to  proceed  to  a  ballot. 
Committee— Messrs.  Brown  of  Ward  23,  Welch  of 
Ward  7,  and  Hart  of  Ward  18. 

Whole  number  of  votes... , 66 

Necessary  for  a  choice 34 

Alfred  T.  Turner  had 44 

Charles  H.  Dennie 20 

Thomas  N.  Hart 1 

A.  T.  Turner,  under  protest 1 

Mr.  Turner  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

Beacon  Bill  Reservoir  and  New  Court  House. 

Report  and  orders  for  the  taking  down  aid  re- 
moval of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  reservoir 
on  Derne  street,  and  for  the  sale  of  the  materi- 
als; also  providing  that  all  proceeds  from  sales  or 
amounts  credited  from  transfers  be  kept  as  a 
special  fund  from  which  all  expense  of  removing 
the  reservoir  shall  be  defrayed,  the  final  disposi- 
tion of  the  surplus  being  such  as  may  hereafter 
be  ordered  by  the  City  Council;  and  that  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be  instructed  to 
report  the  terms  on  which  the  whole  or  any  part 
of  the  land  between  said  reservoir  and  Mt.  Ver- 
non street  can  ue  obtained.  (City  Don.  58.  The 
third  order  as  piinted  in  said  City  Doc. was  strick- 
en out  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.) 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence,  and 
the  quesciou  came  upon  passing  the  three  orders 
adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  moved  that  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  be  specially  assigned 
to  the  next  meeting  at  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  explained  that  leav- 
ing out  the  matter  of  the  Court  House,  the  orders 
simply  provided  for  carrying  out  previous  in- 
structions of  the  City  Council  in  regard  to  the 
removal  of  the  stone  from  the  reservoir  lot.  The 
only  expense  required  will  be  one  or  two  derricks 
and  some  small  engines,  and  the  committee  have 
had  assurances  from  the  City  Engineer  that  a 
great  deal  of  the  material  can  be  used.  The  ex- 
penditure will  be  small,  and  will  be  repaid  very 
promptly.  Every  week's  delay  is  important,  and 
he  hoped  the  motion  to  assign  would  not  be 
pressed. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Wheeler  the  President 
announced  that  the  question  would  be  divided 
and  taken  upon  each  order  separately. 

Mr.  Wheeler  withdrew  the  motion  to  assign. 
The  orders  relating  to  the  removal  and  disposi- 
tion of  the  material  on  the  reservoir  lot  were 
ordered  to  a  second  reading.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Whitmore,  the  rule  was  suspended  and  the  or- 
ders were  read  a  second  time  and  passed  in  con- 
currence.   A  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

The  question  then  came  upon  ordering  to  a 
second  reading  the  order  for  the  committee  to 
ascertain  and  report  the  terms  upon  which  the 
land  adjoining  the  reservoir  site  can  be  pur- 
chased. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  fail  to  see  the  neces- 
sity for  that  order,  and  move  its  indefinite  post- 
ponement. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  that  will  not  be  done,  al- 
though since  the  third  order  in  the  report  was 
stricken  out,  this  one  seems  to  have  little  bearing 
on  the  others,  but  the  fact  is  somebody  should 
have  power  to  inquire  upon  what  terms  the  land 
can  be  procured.  It  must  be  taken  for  this  pur- 
pose or  for  a  street  widening  sooner  or  later.  The 
city  has  power  to  take  it  for  a  street  widening, 
hut  that  is  a  harsh  way  of  treating  the  owners. 
It  is  more  courteous  to  them  to  give  a  committee 
power  to  go  and  ask  what  their  views  are  and 
what  they  will  take.  The  order  seems  to  be  a 
little  more  civil  and  respectful  to  property  own- 
ers. It  is  simply  an  order  of  inquiry,  and  will 
neither  add  to  nor  take  any  power  of  the  commit- 
tee. Inasmuch  as  this  has  passed  the  severe  crit- 
icism of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  I  hope  the  Coun- 
cil will  not  indefinitely  postpone  it,  but  concur. 
It  will  do  no  harm  ana  increase  nobody's  rights  in 
the  mattei. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  the  order 
under  consideration  was  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting  at  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Whitmore — Inasmuch  as  the  third  order  re- 
ported by  the  committee  has  been  rejected  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  I  wish  to  offer  a  substitute, 
which  is  merely  a  resolve,  and  shall  ask  to  have 
ic  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

By  unanimous  consent  Mr.  Whitmore  was  per- 


mitted to  offer  the  following,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  City 
Council,  the  land  covered  by  the  Beacon  Hill 
Reservoir  should  be  sufficient  for  the  site  of  the 
new  Court  House,  and  that  the  land  between  it 
and  Mt.  Vernon  street  should  be  appropriated 
substantially  for  a  suitable  yard  and  approaches. 

HUNTINGTON-AVENUE  EXTENSION. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment for  eight  o'clock  P.  M.,  viz  — 

Resolve  and  order  for  the  extension  of  Hun- 
tington avenue  from  Camden  to  Parker  street, 
and  the  establishment  of  the  grade  thereof,  at  an 
adjudged  expense  of  835,000.    (City  Doc.  66.) 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17— If  any  member  of  the 
Council  had  explained  this  matter  wheo  it  came 
up  last  Thursday  evening,  I  should  have  had  no 
objection  to  it.  It  was  new  to  me.  I  understand 
that,  at  a  meeting  when  1  was  absent  from  the 
city,  it  was  fully  considered  by  the  Council.  I 
have  investigated  the  subject  during  the  week, 
and  found  that  the  improvement  is  necessary 
and  proper,  that  the  estimates  for  land  damages 
are  reasonable,  and  that  the  estimated  expense 
of  grading  is  also  reasonable.  1  therefore  move 
that  the  resolve  and  order  be  put  forward  for 
passage. 

The  resolve  and  order  were  passed  to  a  second 
readiug,  read  a  second  time  under  a  suspension 
of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14, 
and  passed.  A  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 
Sent  "up. 

REMOVAL  OF  FENCES  FROM  PUBLIC  SQUARES. 

The  orders  for  the  removal  of  certain  fences 
around  the  public  grounds,  and  to  confirm  the 
action  of  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  in  re- 
moving Commonwealth-avenue  lenses,  were  con- 
sidered under  unfinished  business. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  first 
order,  authorizing  the  committee  to  remove  such 
fei-ces  as  they  deemed  expedient. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10 — I  think  the  commit- 
tee have  already  taken  down  enough  fences  to 
test  public  opinion,  particularly  as  they  have  not 
the  monev  in  their  very  small  appropriation  to 
replace  the  fences  with  suitable  curbs.  As  pub- 
lic opinion  is  very  much  divided  on  the  subject,  I 
think  it  is  very  well  not  to  take  down  any  more 
fences  at  present.  I  move  that  the  order  be  in- 
definitely postponed. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13—1  hope  the  motion  will 
not  prevail.  I  think  this  matter  can  be  left  with 
the  Committee  on  Common.  They  have  not 
pushed  it  in  any  sense  of  the  word.  They  have 
taken  down  a  few  fences,  and  waited  for  "public 
opinion  to  express  itself.  A  member  who  just 
left  me  stated  that  he  wished  more  fences  taken 
down,  and  I  think  the  committee  did  right  in  re- 
moving the  fence  from  Blackstone  square.  I  also 
think  ihat  Commonwealth  avenue  looks  better. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— I  hope  the  motion  of 
my  colleague  will  prevail.  This  matter  of  the  re- 
moval of  fences  has  excited  a  good  deal  of  atten- 
tion in  certain  sections  of  the  city.  So  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  removal 
a  good  thing,  but  if  the  committee  desire  to  take 
down  any  fences  it  is  very  easy  for  them  to  come 
to  the  City  Council  for  authority.  I  think  the 
power  of  removal  should  remain  in  the  hands 
of  the  City  Council.  By  giving  them  full  scope  to 
act  in  this  matter  without  coming  to  the  City 
Council  for  instructions,  I  think  will  be  confer- 
ring too  much  power  upon  them. 

Mr.  Freeman— I  am  very  glad  to  hear  there  is 
such  an  opinion  in  favor  of  the  removal  offences. 
There  are  thirteen  houses  bordering  on  the 
square  on  Commonwealth  avenue  where  the 
fence  was  taken  down  last  year,  and  there  are 
nineteen  signatures  in  favor  of  putting  the  fence 
back,  upon  the  petition  presented  to  the  Beard  of 
Alderman.  That  shows  that  public  opinion  is 
pretty  nearly  unanimous  in  favor  of  not  taking 
them  down. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  de- 
clared lost  by  arising  vote— 23  for  and  17  against. 
Mr.  Devlin  doubted  the  vote,  and  on  his  motion 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The  motion  to 
indefinitely  postpone  '  prevailed— 28  for,  27 
against: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Beal,  Bigelow,  H.  Clapp,  H.  B. 
Clapp,  Dana,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Farwell,  Fisk,  Free 
man,  Folan,  Gove, 'Hagar,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Hun- 
tress, Lauten,  Lovell,  Maguire,  Means,  Pope, 
Pratt,  Rosnosky,  Smith,  Swan,  Viles,  Wakefield, 
Wharton— 28. 
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Nays  —  Messrs.  Barry,  Bartlett,  Briinbecoin, 
Child,  Connell,  Costello,  Cotton,  Daly,  Devlin, 
C.  F.  Duhertv,  Fitzp^'rick,  Harding,  Mathews, 
McCormick,  P.  J.  Mclaughlin,  McXamara,  N. 
M.  Moirison,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Murphy,  Pow- 
ers, Pray,  Rogers,  Teevan,  Walsh,  Wheeler, 
Whitmore— 27. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Bowker,  Boyle, 
Conlin,  Cronin,  Denney,  J.  Doherty,  Emery,  Ford 
(ireenough,  Hart,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  Parkman, 
Quigley,  Welch,  Williams— 15. 

Mr.  Freeman  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Devlin  moved  to  specially  assign  to  the 
next  meeting  at  eight  o'clock,  as  Mr.  Parkman, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Sub  Committee  on  Fences 
was  absent. 

Mr.  Wheeler  favored  the  special  assignment. 
There  seems  to  be  a  division  of  opinion  as  to 
what  the  preferences  of  the  owners  on  Common- 
wealth avenue  are,  and  possibly  the  Council 
would  l.e  better  able  to  determine"  what  the  real 
desire  is,  by  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Rnsnbsky  of  Ward  16  opposed  the  special 
assignment,  as  the  committee  could  at  any  time 
come  in  and  ask  for  power  to  remove  tne  fence, 
and  any  such  reasonable  request  would  be 
granted. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  thought  it  would  be 
no  more  than  right  as  a  matter  ol  courtesy  to 
postpone  further  consideration  until  Mr.  Fark- 
man  returned. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11  stated  that  he  under- 
stood Mr.  Parkman  would  ue  absent  some  two  or 
three  weeks. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  could  see  no  reason  for 
further  postponement,  as  the  committee  could 
come  in  and  get  authority  to  remove  lences  when 
they  desired.  Some  reason  should  be  given  for 
the  romoval  of  a  fence  before  the  committee  are 
permitted  to  do  so.  Fences  arjund  public 
squares  have  been  taken  down  and  built  up 
again  at  great  expense,  aud  we  have  yet  to  see  a 
fence  put  up  which  remains. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  specially  assign  to 
three  weeks  from  tonight,  which  would  give  an 
opportunity  to  the  opponents  to  present  their 
views  and  give  the  Council  an  opportunity  to 
hear  from  the  chairman  of  the  Sub  Committee 
on  Fence--. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10  said  it  was  not  a  question 
upon  which  they  wanted  information,  but  purely 
whether  the  Council  should  keep  in  its  hands  or 
delegate  lo  a  committee  the  broad  power  to  re- 
move fences. 

Mr.  Dev'in  of  Ward  13  thought  some  members 
were  laboriDg  under  a  mistake.  A  similar  order 
of  last  year  gave  this  power  to  the  committee, who 
have  exercised  it  to  a  small  degree,  and  they  be- 
lieve the  citizens  are  satisfied.  It  is  di-eourteous 
to  the  committee  to  tane  away  this  p.-wer. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  the  committee  could  do 
nothing  wnile  the  matter  was  postponed  for  three 
weeks,  and  by  so  doing  the  Council  were  not  do- 
ing an\ thing  very  bad. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  said  the  committee  had  removed 
the  fence  from  South  Boston,  and  a  petition  is  in 
circulation  to  put  it  up  again.  We  did  not  see 
why  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  should 
not  have  the  same  right  to  remove  buildings  as 
The  Ccmmittee  on  Common  want  for  removing 
fences,  as  the  former  was  just  as  able  a  commit- 
tee as  the  latter. 

Mr.  M»guire  or  Ward  19  hoped  the  reconsidera- 
tion would  not  prevail.  The  first  of  the  year  the 
committee  urgently  asked  for  rive  thousand  .dol- 
lars to  paint  and  repair  fences.  Now  they  pro- 
pose to  tear  down  the  fences  aud  spend  the 
money  in  the  departmenr.  1  think  the  committee 
should  go  to  work  and  repair  the  fences,  and  I 
know  that  many  citizens  object  to  taking  them 
down. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— As  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  25  is  not  in  his  seat,  I  will  respectfully  take 
the  liberty  to  move  the  previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered.  The  reconsid- 
eration was  refused. 

The  questiou  next  came   upon    the    passage  of 
the  order  confirming  i  he  action  of  the  committee 
In  removing   the  Commonwealth-avenue  fences. 
Mr.  Freeman  offered  the  following  as  a  substi- 
tute: 

Wherea«,  The  Committee  on  Common  and  Pub- 
He  Grounds  has  removed  or  caused  to  be  removed 
the  fence  enclosing  portions  of  the  park  on  Com- 
monwealth avenue; 
Ordered,  That  the  action  of  said  committee  in 


removing  said  fences  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
ratified  and  confirmed. 

The  substitute  was  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 
Sent  up. 

SUNDRY   ORDINANCES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  called  up  the  special 
assignment  for  8  30  o'clock,  viz.: 

The  following  ordinances  submitted  in  a  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

1.  An  ordinance  to  amend  ac  ordinance  in  re- 
gard to  public  printing. 

2.  An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  con- 
cerning the  Record  Commissioners. 

3.  An  ordinance  to  confirm  certain  ordinances 
as  heretofore  published. 

The  several  ordinances  were  ordered  to  a  sec- 
ond reading,  and  Mr  Whitmore  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rule,  that  they  might  be  put  upon  their 
passage  tonight. 

Mr.  Means  of  Ward  20  desired  time  to  look  into 
the  ordinances,  as  they  had  only  come  to  him  in 
print  tonight. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  it  was  important  that  the 
third  ordinance  should  be  passed.  The  city  had 
received  new  powers  in  regard  to  passing  ordi- 
nances in  chapter  229  of  the  acts  ot  this  year, 
which  will  simplify  the  labor  of  revising  the  or- 
dinances. This  ordinance  merely  reenacts  all  ordi- 
nances heietofore  passed.  They  have  heretofore 
been  reenacted  as  orders,  and  can  now  be  re- 
enacted  as  ordinances.  There  is  not  the  slightest 
doubt  but  that  the  present  office  of  Superintend- 
ent of  Printing  is  illegal,  having  been  ap- 
pointed for  three  years.  The  term  ex- 
pires on  the  1st  of  July  this  year,  and 
this  ordinance  provides  for  his  election  annually, 
the  difference  being  that  he  is  elected  by  the  City 
Council  instead  of  appointed  by  the  Mayor.  It 
is  an  office  which  requires  a  capable  man  and  in 
wnich  a  good  deal  ot  money  is  saved;  but  the 
duties  are  clerical,  and  it  is  not  of  so  much  im- 
portance as  the  superintendence  of  public  build- 
ings or  streets.  This  is  the  unanimous  report  of 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Means  said  the  only  ordinance  he  objected 
to  was  the  one  in  regard  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Printing,  which  is  a  radical  change  from  the 
present  system,  and  he  desired  time  to  consider 
ft.  He  moved  to  specially  assign  it  to  the  next 
meeting  at  8  30  P.  M. 

Mr.  Wheeler  did  not  object  to  allowing  further 
time  to  examine  the  ordinance,  and  he  was  op- 
posed to  suspending  the  rule  in  so  many  in- 
stances. He  called  the  attention  of  Mr.  Whit- 
more to  the  fact  that  he  differed  from  some 
of  the  committee  in  regard  to  the  expression 
in  the  leport  of  the  committee  of  an  opinion  unon 
a  su'  jret  which  in  some  of  its  bearings  at  least 
is  quite  an  abstruse  matter  of  law.  Re  should 
have  preferred  to  omit  the  expression  leterring 
to  the  new  powers  conferred  by  the  act. 

Mr.  Hagar  asked  it  Mr.  Wheeler  did  not  assent 
to  ail  the  ordinance  reported,  and  the  latter  re- 
plied that  he  aid. 

Mr.  Hagar  sympathized  with  Mr.  Wheeler  in 
regard  to  the  suspension  of  the  rule  and  thought 
the  Council  should  have  time  to  supervise  the 
work  of  its  committees.  He  thought  the  ordi- 
nances are  correct  and  maintainable  at  every 
point,  aud  he  would  support  them,  but  had  no 
objection  to  delay  for  the  purpose  of  investiga- 
tion. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  Mr.  Wheeler  was  present 
when  the  report  was  adopted  by  the  committee 
and  did  not  vote  against  it. 

The  rule  was  suspeuded. 

The  ordinances  concerning  the  Record  Commis- 
sioners and  to  confirm  certain  ordinances  as  here- 
tofore publshed,  were  read  a  second  time  and 
passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration. 
Lost.    Sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Means  the  ordinance  In  re- 
gard to  public  printing  was  specially  assigned  to 
the  next  meeting  at  eight  o'clock. 

THE  BROADWAY     EXTENSION. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment for  nine  o'clock  P.  M.,  viz  : 

Ordet  for  an  agreement  between  the  city  and 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company  on  ac- 
count of  the  extension  of  Broadwar. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  passed 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  presume  the  members  of  the 
Council  have  read  City  Document  73,  which  is  the 
full  report  of  the  committee.    There  is  nothing 
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more  to  be  said,  except  that  the  best  interests  o 
the  city  require  the  order  to  be  passed.  It  any 
gentleman  desires  to  ask  any  questions  I  shall  be 
glad  to  answer  them,  but  the  committee  have  re- 
ported upon  the  matter  in  full. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— As  this  document  has 
just  come  to  us,  and  is  rather  long,  I  move  its 
special  assignment  to  tbe  next  meeting  at  tight 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24—1  think  that  is  hardly 
necessary.  The  committee  have  carefully  con- 
sidered this  matter.  The  report  came  oefcre  the 
Council  last  Thursday,  and  has  been  put  in  print. 
The  facts  are  simply  these:  In  the  extension  of 
Broadway,  as  in  every  other  extension  of  this 
kind,  the  city  of  Boston  has  to  make  contracts 
with  the  landowners  and  abutters,  and  it  is  neces- 
sary that  some  agreement  should  be  consum- 
mated. In  this  case  the  City  Engineer,  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Committee  on  Streets,  has  made 
an  agreement  with  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad 
— or  with  the  late  president— and  it  is  or  has  been 
simply  a  verbal  one.  There  is  no  controversy 
whatever.  Both  parties  agree,  and  all  that  is 
asked  is  that  a  formal  agreement  be  drawn  up 
and  signed  by  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  on 
one  part  and  the  city  ot  Boston  on  the  other.  The 
last  part  of  ihe  report  fully  explains  that.  [Mr. 
Clapp  read  the  latter  part  of  the  report.] 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  arose  to  a  point  of  order 
that  a  quorum  was  not  present. 

The  president— The  gentleman  has  no  right  to 
make  a  motion;  he  is  out  of  his  seat 

Mr.  Lovell  (at  his  seat)— I  raise  the  point  of 
order  that  a  quorum  is  not  present. 

The  President— That  is  not  a  point  of  order.  It 
is  manifest  to  the  Chair  that  a  quorum  is  present. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24— There  are  conditions  in 
both  cases.  In  extending  that  bridge  over  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  track,  the  city  has 
agreed  that  it  shall  be  a  span;  in  other  words, 
that  there  shall  be  no  pillars  or  posts  to  inter.' ere 
with  the  track,  and  that  there  shall  be  a  clear 
space  under  the  bridge.  Tne  city  have  agreed 
that  the  wing  walls  shall  be  built 
wide  enough  so  that  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  Company  may  use  a  portion  of 
them  as  a  foundation,  il  it  desires  to,  in  consid- 
eration of  their  paying  a  certain  amount  of 
money  to  the  city  fo>;  the  privilege.  It  is  a  very 
simple  matter,  and  has  been  carefully  considered 
I  y  the  cuinmittee.  There  is  no  nisunderstandmg 
whatever,  and  all  that  is  necessary  is  some  for- 
mal contract,  so  that  the  railroad  may  not  say 
tomorrow  that  they  want  to  back  out  of  it.  The 
committee  feel  that  the  cily  have  got  a  very 
good  settlement.  I  trust  that  the  gentleman  will 
not  ask  for  a  further  continuance.  While  I  want 
him  to  be  conversant  with  all  the  details,  I  think 
a  careful  reading  of  the  report  will  show  him 
conclusively  that  what  I  have  said  is  a  fact. 

Mr.  Freeman — I  have  no  doubt  that  all  the  cir- 
cumstances are  clear  to  the  committee,  but  when 
a  printed  report  of  three  pages  does  not  come  in 
until  eight  o'clock,  I  object  to  being  asked  to  im- 
mediately act  upon  it.  The  matter  is  not  clear 
to  those  who  have  not  seen  the  report,  and  I  hope 
it  will  be  laid  over  to  ihe  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Lauten — It  is  somewhat  strange  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  has  not  had  time  to  con- 
sider this  matter.  The  committee  reported  last 
week,  and  some  gentleman  moved  that  it  be  laid 
over  and  printed.  The  report  was  painted  in  full 
in  the  Proceedings,  and  it  seems  to  me  the  gen- 
tleman has  had  a  full  opportunity  to  consider  it. 
It  is  a  matter  that  should  go  ahead.  The  railroad 
want  to  know  what  agreement  they  are  to  have. 
The  best  interests  of  the  city  require  that  this 
order  should  be  passed,  and  I  see  no  reason  for 
delay. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  was  lost. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 
Mr.  Lauten  moved  a  reconsideration.  Lost.  Sent 
up. 

THE  PROPOSED  POLICE  BUItjDIKG,  ETC. 

Mr.  Wbitmore  called  for  the  special  assignment 
for  8.45  P.  M.,  viz.; 

Orders  for  the  selection  of  a  site,to  be  reported, 
together  with  its  cost  and  the  cost  of  erecting  a 
building  thereon,  for  the  use  of  the  Police  De- 
partment; and  authorizing  the  sale  of  estate  37 
Boylston  street,  the  proceeds  to  be  applied  tow- 
ards the  expense  of  said  site  and  building. 

Mr.  Lovell— It  appears  to  me  there  is  not  a  quo- 
rum, and  1  call  for  a  roll  call. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  request  the 
Clerk  to  call  the  roll. 


Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23—1  hope  the  roll  will 
not  be  called.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  with- 
draw the  request,  and  that  the  City  Messenger 
be  instructed  to  invite  in  the  members  from  the 
ante-room. 

Ihe  President— It  is  manifest  to  the  Chair  that 
a  quorum  is  present. 

The  special  assignment  was  considered,  and 
the  question  came  upon  passiBg  the  orders  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  will  be  seen  that  this  calls 
for  no  expenditure  of  money.  The  building  be- 
side the  Public  Library  on  Boylston  street  was 
purchased  at  a  very  higb  price,  I  think  seventy- 
odd  thousand  dollars,  and  has  been  rented  for 
.$2000.  The  committee  decline  to  renew  the  lease 
because  of  the  very  small  rate  of  interest  on  the 
cost.  The  building  was  bought  to  protect  the 
Public  Library.  It  is  evident  that  any  addition 
to  the  Public  Library  will  be  upon  the  Boylston- 
street  lot  on  the  Back  Bay,  and  all  the  city  has  to 
do  to  protect  itself  will  be  to  put  some  restriction 
upon  this  land  when  it  is  sold.  As  real  estate  is 
advancing,  this  seems  to  be  a  desirable  time  to 
sell  the  land.  It  was  hoped  that  an  arrangement 
could  be  made  to  place  the  Police  Department 
under  one  roof  there,  but  the  commis- 
sioners object  to  it,  and  the  committee 
did  not  care  to  press  the  matter.  The 
committee  believe  it  will  be  wise  to  remove  the 
police  officers  from  City  Hall,  where  every  inch  ot 
room  is  wanted.  When  the  Mayor  was  the  head 
of  the  police  there  was  good  reason  for  having 
the  department  in  City  Hall  near  his  office,  but 
there  is  no  reason  for  it  when  the  heads  of  the 
department  are  in  Pemberton  square.  It  seems 
reasonable  to  assume  that  for  the  money  which 
could  be  obtained  from  the  sale  of  this  land  a 
building  could  be  erected  to  accommodate  the 
Police  Department  under  one  roof.  The  order 
allows  the  committee  to  seil  this  land  on  Boylston 
street,  which  there  is  no  reason  tor  tbe  city  to 
hold  any  longer.  Of  course  the  committee  would 
not  sell  it  for  a  ridiculous  price.  The  other  order 
merely  authorizes  the  committee  to  see  it  a  suita- 
ble site  can  be  procured  for  a  police  building,  and 
report  back.  There  will  be  no  expenditure 
ot  money  until  an  order  is  passed  by  the 
City  Council.  The  power  to  sell  the  land 
has  no  connection  with  the  other  order,  but  it 
will  probably  relieve  the  minds  of  some  people  if 
sufficient  can  be  realized  to  pay  for  the  erection 
of  this  building,  and  for  that  reason  the  two 
items  were  reported  together. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16— The  gentleman  says 
that  the  Police  Department  was  in  City  Hall 
when  they  were  under  the  Mayor.  We  have  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  see  about  doing  away 
with  the  commissions.  I  have  no  doubt  we  shall 
vote  to  do  away  with  the  Police  Commission,  and 
then  there  will  be  no  use  to  erect  a  building  for 
them.  I  move  that  this  order  be  laid  upon  the 
table  until  that  special  committee  reports. 

Mr.  Whitmore— If  the  gentleman  takes  that 
view  of  it,  I  hope  the  orders  wiil  be  divided.  The 
sale  of  the  Boylston-street  estate  has  nothing  to 
do  with  providing  a  building  for  the  Police  De- 
partment. 

The  question  was  divided.  The  question  was 
first  put  upon  laying  upon  the  table  the  order  to 
select  and  report  a  site  for  a  building  for  the  Po- 
lice Department. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  would  suggest  in  opposition  to  the 
motion  to  lay  upon  the  table,  that  if  it  should  not 
prevail,  I  will  move  to  refer  the  first  part  of  the 
order  to  the  Committee  on  Police,  and  the  second 
part  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  so  that 
we  can  have  reports  from  the  two  committees. 

Mr.Rosnosky  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Pratt  moved  that  the  order  to  select  and 
report  a  site  for  the  police  building  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Police,  and  that  the  order  to 
sell  the  Boylston-street  land  be  referred  to  the 
Comn. ittee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Whitmore  heartily  assented  to  the  motion 
to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Police,  and  it  was 
carried. 

The  question  next  came  upon  the  reference  of 
the  second  order  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Whitmore--  Why  should  this  be  taken  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings, who  have  always  had  it  in  charge,  and 
transferred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lauds? 
If  there  is  any  reason  for  it,  I  shall  make  no 
objections. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  suppose  it  is  the  more  appropriate 
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committee  to  iefer  a  subject  to  iu  relation  to  the 
sale  of  land. 

.Mr.  Wheeler— We  can  get  the  judgment  of  the 
Comuiitti  e  on  Public  Lands  as  to  whether  the 
sale  had  I  etter  be  made.  Another  suggestion  is 
that  all  property  not  in  actual  u<e  by  the  city 
ought  to  he  uodtr  the  control  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Whitruore— The  building  has  for  years  been 
in  charge  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
who  have  presented  this  order  authorizing  the  sale 
of  (he  land.  It  comes  here  as  a  recommendation 
iroui  the  committee  that  the  building  be  sold, 
and  they  be  authorized  to  sell  it.  It  would  be 
rather  a  snub  on  the  committee  to  take  it  out  of 
their  hands  after  they  have  considered  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23— This  subject  has 
been  thoroughly  agitated  in  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  who  are  unanimous  ihat  the 
city  is  holding  this  land  at  a  los-;  that  it  is  no 
use  to  the  city.  If  the  Council  desire  to  have 
their  judgment  revised,  I  have  no  objection,  but 
this  was  their  recommendation,  after  thorough 
deliberation. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— If  we  can  afford  to  give 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  power  to  lake 
down  aiid  sell  the  reservoir,  I  think  we  can  trust 
them  to  sell  a  sineie  building  on  Boylston  street. 
Mr.  Prait— No  .-nub  was  intended.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  ought,  to  have  control  of 
all  lands  owned  by  the  city.  When  we  want  the 
judgment  of  a  committee  as  to  the  expediency  of 
selling  a  pit  ce  of  land,  it  seems  to  me  that  that  is 
the  coiumittie  to  whom  it  should  be  referred. 
This  came  from  the  committee,  coupled  with 
another  proposition,  so  that  the  propriety  of  sell- 
ing the  land  at  this  time  has  not  been  considered 
Independently,  so  far  as  it  is  apparent  from  their 
report.  They  desired  to  recommend  the  doing  of 
something  else;  in  ord<  r  to  find  something  to 
help  them  oat  they  looked  up  this  building,  and 
recommend  that  it  be  sold  and  the  proceeds 
applied  to  help  them  do  what  they  want  to  do.  We 
have  referred  the  first  part  of  the  order  to  the 
Committee  on  Police.  Now  I  think  we  should 
refer  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  the  ques- 
tion whether  it  is  a  proper  time  to  sell  that  estate 
on  Bojlston  ft  i  et.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
will  see  that  this  does  not  contemplate  taking 
the  mafer  out  ot  the  committee's  hands,  any 
more  than  the  other  reference  did.  They  recom- 
mend that  new  quarters  oe  provided  for  the  Po- 
lice Department.  We  refer  it  to  the  Committee 
on  Pol  ci.ana  shall  have  a  report  from  them.  They 
recoinui'  nd  that  this  land  be  sold,  and  I  think  we 
thould  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
to  be  considered  and  reported  upon.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  might  make  the  suggestion 
with  some  force  if  we  had  proposed  to  authorize 
the  Committer  on  Public  Lands  to  sell  it,  but  I 
will  not  enter  into  that  question. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  reason  we  came  in  was  be- 
cause the  17th  section  of  the  ordinance  on  public 
buildings  says  that  no  building  or  laud  in  charge 
of  the  committee  shall  be  sold  without  an  order 
of  ihe  Cti  Council.  This  property  has  never 
been  in  charge  ot  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
who  have  charge  of  the  vacant  lands,  and  the  de- 
partment has  tallen  so  much  in  importance  on 
account  of  tales  that  the  past  year  we  have 
abolished  the  office  of  Supeiintendent  and 
turned  the  department  over  to  the  Street 
Commissioners.  There  is  nothing  in  the  compo- 
sition of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  make 
them  any  better  judges  of  the  expediency  of  sell- 
ing this  estate  than  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  who  know  its  value,  and  thoroughly 
understand  the  reasons  why  it  was  bought.  To 
take  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  committee  who 
have  had  it  in  charge,  will  be  a  snub  upon  them. 
They  will  be  told  they  may  know  how  to  take 
care  of  a  building,  but  when  the  time  comes  to 
sell  it  must  go  to  a  committee  who  know  all  about 
the  value  of  vacant  lands. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lauds  was  lost. 

Mi.  Pratt  moved  to  recommit  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  there  was  no  time  to  be  lost, 
aud  if  the  sale  is  to  take  place  it  thould  be  doi.e 
at  once.  It  there  was  any  reason  for  recommit- 
ment he  would  not  object. 

Mi.  Clapp  ot  Ward  14— This  matter  was  very 
carefully  "considered,  aud  the  committee  were 
unanimous  io  favor  of  that  part  ot  the  report. 

Mr.  Wharton  ot  Waid  11— I  understand  the  ob- 
ject of  sebing  this  building  is  to   apply    the    pro- 


ceeds to  the  erection  of  a  building  for  the  Police 
Department.  I  am  in  favor  of  laying  this  upon 
the  table  until  we  have  a  report  rioiu  the  Com- 
mittee on  police.  If  they  decide  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  provide  a  building  for  the  police,  then 
the  latter  part  of  this  order  will  have  no  tffeet. 
I  move  to  lay  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Whiimore  suggested  that,  the  order  could 
be  amended  by  striking  out  the  latter  part.  In 
reply  to  a  question  by  Mr.  Wharton,  he  explained 
that 'he  building  had  been  let  for  some  yeais  to 
a  doctor,  who  had  sub  let  it  tor  a  lodging  house; 
the  lease  had  expired,  and  the  building  is  empty. 
It  will  cost  considerable  to  put  it  in  j  roper  con- 
dition to  secure  a  good  tenant. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bartlett  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 

The  order  was  laid  upon  the  table— 24  for,  17 
against.  Mr.  Bartlett  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Pratt  raised  the  point  of  order  that  the  mo- 
tion could  not  be  entertained,  and  the  President 
ruled  i he  point  well  taken,  being  in  accordance 
with  rule  G4. 

THE  POLICE  ORDINANCE. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Council  consid- 
ered an  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  re- 
gard to  the  Police  Department.  Passed.  Mr. 
Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.     Lost.    Sent  up. 

THE  TBEASUttY   ACCOUNTS. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  City  and  County 
Treasurei,  and  City  and  County  Collector  were 
received,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hait  of  Ward  18 
referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the 
Treasury  Department. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  to 
enable  him  to  present  the  report  ot  Ihe  commit- 
tee.    Lost. 

PETITIONS   PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10- Petition  of  James 
Guild  for  change  of  conditions  in  two  deeds 
from  the  city.  Reteired  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

By  Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— Fetition  of  C.  B.  Cur- 
ry tor  the  removal  of  a  dead  tree  in  front  of  7 
Mystic  street,  Charlestown.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

CITY      ARCHITECT. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  to  whom 
was  referred  tor  their  consideration  the  accom- 
panying propositi  amendment  to  the  ordinance 
governing  the  office  of  City  Architect,  namelv, 
••That  he  shall  devote  his  whole  lime  to  the  service 
ot  the  city."  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  conditions 
regulating  the  tfriceof  the  Architect  are  tte  same 
as  those  relating  to  the  other  heads  of  depart- 
ments, and  from  their  knowledge  of  the  Archi- 
tect's duties,  and  of  his  devotion  to  the  work  re- 
quired of  him  by  the  various  departments  of  the 
city,  they  see  no  reason  why  this  amendment 
should  be  made  in  this  case.  They  would,  there- 
fore, report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  pass  the 
amendment. 

For  the  committee.  Howard  Clapp. 

The  report  was  accepted.  Mr.  Wheeler  moved 
a  recon»ideiation,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost. 

THE  OLD  STATE    HOfSE. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14  submitted  the  following 
(City  Doc.  71;:  e 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
in^.-,  in  the  discharge  of  its  dutn  s,  begs  leave  to 
submit  the  following  report  on  the  subject  of  the 
proposed  restoration  of  the  Did  State  House: 

The  scheme  proposed  involves  the  renovaticn 
of  the  interior  of  the  building, at  a  cost  estimated 
by  the  City  Architect  at  $35,000,  and  the  removal 
thereto  of  certain  departments  of  the  city  now 
located  in  Pembertou  square,  Tremont  street  and 
City  Hall,  for  which  (with  the  exception  of  City 
Hall)  the  city  is  now  paying  in  rents  and  taxes 
the  gum  of  $7000  per  annum.  In  the  meantime 
the  city  is  the  loser  in  the  annual  income  which 
it  is  receiving  from  the  State-street  property  of 
$10,000.  '      l       3 

w  e  submit  that  the  measure  is  not  one  of 
economy;  anil,  while  admitting  the  necessity  that 
exists  lor  the  concentration  and  enlargement  of 
the  city  offices,  the  gain  in  neither  case  is  suffi- 
cient  to  warrant  the  expense.  City  Hal),  which 
it  now  so  much  overciowded,  would  not  be  mate- 
rially relieved  by  ihe  removals  therefrom,  three 
r  joins  only  being  vacated  by  the  propoted  change. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


tn  subs'ance,  it  is  proposed  to  expend  the  sum 
of  $35,000  to  relieve  the  city  from  the  payment  of 
an  annual  rental  of  $7000,  the  city  gaining  relief 
in  City  Hdll  to  the  extent  of  three  rooms  vacated, 
and  being  deprived  of  the  annual  income  of  $16,- 
000  derived  from  the  Old  State  House. 

We  look  upon  this  scheme  merely  from  a  busi- 
ness point  of  view;  the  question  of  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  Old  State  House  does  not  enter  into 
the  case;  whetber  the  building  is  occupied  for 
business  purpose?,  or  taken  by  the  city  for  its 
public  offices,  the  exterior  will  still  remain  intact, 
and  that  is  all  there  is  left  to  preserve. 

As  members  of  tbe  committee,  we  would  reaf- 
firm that  we  are  ready  to  advocate  any  measure 
that  is  feasible,  that  ha*  in  view  the  better  ac- 
commodatiOD  of  our  public  offices,  and  the  relief 
of  the  present  pressure  for  more  room  in  City 
Hall;  but  the  measure  advanced  does  not  com- 
mend itself  to  our  judgement  as  business  men 
dealing  with  the  city's  interest  as  with  our  own. 
For  the  reasons  herein  set  forth,  we  object  to  the 
report  of  the  minority  of  the  committee,  and  to 
the  passage  of  the  order  accompanying  it. 

Wm.  Woolley. 

Chas.  V.    Whittek. 

N.  M.  Morrison. 

John  E.  Bowker. 

Howard  Clapp. 

John  P.  Hilton. 

Minority  report. 

In  the  annual  appropriation  for  the  present 
year  there  was  inserted  an  item  of  $35,000  "for 
the  renovation  of  tbe  Old  State  House,  for  the 
purpose  of  its  occupancy  by  such  city  depart- 
ments as  may  be  assigned  there."  Your  com- 
mittee has  carefully  considered  the  subject,  and 
it  plainly  appears,  from  the  plans  and  estimates 
furnished  by  the  City  Architect,  that  the  building 
can  be  thoroughly  renovated  and  fitted  for  occu- 
pancy by  various  city  departments  at  a  cost 
which  will  not  exceed  the  appropriation.  The 
question  only  remains  to  be  considered  whether 
tbe  City  Council  will  authorize  the  expenditure 
of  the  money  thus  set  apart  for  this  purpose. 

There  can  be  no  dispute  as  to  the  fact  that  the 
building  is  well  placed  for  the  transaction  of 
public  business.  It  is  central,  has  abundance  of 
light  and  air,  and  will  be  as  capable  of  being  pro- 
tected from  tire  as  any  public  building  need  be. 
The  fact  that  it  has  been  used  for  the  past  fif- 
teen years  for  so  many  branches  of  business  is  a 
proof  that  its  location  is  suitable  for  public 
offices.  The  plans  of  the  City  Architect  look  to 
a  thorough  renovation  of  the  building,  excavat- 
ing a  sub-cellar,  putting  in  iron  staircases  en- 
closed in  brick  walls,  proper  ventilation,  new  in- 
side walls  and  fire-proof  vaults,  with  a  new  and 
safe  roof  over  all. 

Your  committee  has  made  a  provisional  assign- 
ment of  rooms,  assigning  them  to  the  City  Regis- 
trar, Board  of  Health,  Registrars  of  Voters,  Im- 
proved Sewerage,  Law  Department,  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings,  and  one  or  two  minor 
departments.  Should  any  change  hereafter  be 
made  in  these  assignments,  there  is  no  reason  to 
apprehend  that  the  cost  of  fitting  up  the  rooms 
would  be  iucreased. 

The  financial  position  of  the  change  deserves 
to  be  clearly  stated.  Of  course  there  has  been  no 
expectation  that  the  city  would  save  money  by 
the  change,  as  offices  on  State  street  would  natu- 
rally cost  more  than  those  on  Pemberton  square. 
The  gain  mast  be  round  elsewhere. 

The  city  now  pays  for  rent  as  follows: 

Law  Department gl,925.82 

Health  Department  2,224.99 

Registrars  o£  Voters  (proportion) 1,410.40 

Improved  sewerage 1,400.00 

g6,961.21 
And,  in  City  Hall,  rooms  are  occupied  by  the 
City  Registrar,  and  the  Department  of  the  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  which  would 
probably  cost  $2000  if  accommodations  for  them 
were  hired  elsewhere.  We  may  safely  assume 
that  the  cost  is  $9000;  and  against  that  we  may 
set  the  $lfi,000  net  annual  rent  lately  paid  for  the 
Old  State  House. 

On  the  other  side  must  be  placed  the  gain  of 
having  these  public  offices  concentrated  under 
one  roof,  and  of  having  them  in  a  location  so  ac- 
cessible and  central.  The  accommodations  will 
be  much  greater,  and  the  public  business  accord- 
ingly carried  on  to  greater  advantage.  It  will  be 
a  great  gain  to  have  the  City  Registrar's  rooms 
adjoining  the  Health  Department;   another  gain 


to    have  the    registration  of   voters,  male  and 
female,  on  a  lower  floor,  on  a  central  street. 

Again,  the  value  of  the  loom  thus  made  in  City 
Hall  is  incalculable.  The  removal  of  the  City 
Registrar  will  enable  the  committee  to  give  to 
the  Boai  a  of  Aldermen  a  suitable  anteroom,  the 
lack  of  which  is  a  serious  detriment  and  a  lasting 
reproach  to  the  city. 

But  the  main  reason  for  the  change — the  one 
which  probably  influenced  the  City  Council  in  its 
decision  to  appropriate  the  money — is  that  the 
Old  State  House  will  thus  be  renewed  and  pie- 
served  for  our  successors,  while  it  will  be  a  col- 
stant  gratification  to  our  citizens  and  our  visitors. 
Occupied  by  public  offices,  it  wil!  always  be  open 
to  the  public, whilst  some  apartments  at  least  can 
be  restored  nearly  to  their  former  style  of  decora- 
tion, and  thus  renew  the  reminiscences  attached 
to  this  building. 

The  money  value  of  this  sentiment  is  not  small; 
for  every  object  of  interest  which  brings  stran- 
gers to  our  limits  serves  to  add  to  the  commerce 
of  the  city.  If  we  allow  that  the  city  nominally 
loses  $7000  annually  by  holding  the  Old  State 
House  iu  its  own  hands,  we  may  be  sure  that  it  is 
but  a  nominal  loss,  and  that  indirectly  the  gain 
will  be  far  greater.  Even  discarding  this  view, 
is  not  the  city  rich  enough  and  public-spirited 
enough  to  cease  to  make  merchandise  of  its  in- 
heritance of  past  glories?  This  building  repre- 
sents everything  of  note  in  our  history  for  the 
past  century  aud  a  half.  From  1742  to  1798  the 
Legislature  sat  here;  from  1830  to  1840  it  was  the 
City  Hall.  It  still  is  intact,  so  far  as  its  walls  and 
floors  are  concerned,  and  it  can  easily  be  con- 
verted into  an,  ornament  to  the  city,  instead  of 
being  a  monument  of  unnecessary  thrift. 

For  all  of  the  foregoing  reasons,  a  minority  of 
the  committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
following  order.  Hugh  O'Brien. 

William  H.  Whitmore. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  be,  and  they  hereby  are, 
authorized  to  proceed  to  renovate  the  Old  State 
House,  on  the  expiration  of  the  present  lease, 
and  to  fit  it  up  for  occupancy  by  such  of  the  city 
departments  as  may  be  assigned  thereto,  sub- 
stantially in  accoi  dance  with  the  plans  and  esti- 
mates already  furnished  by  the  City  Architect; 
the  expense  not  to  exceed  $35,000,  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  already  made  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

On  motion   of    Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of   Ward  8,  the 
subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meet- 
ing at  8.15  o'clock,  P.M. 
holiday  for   city   employes   on   decoration 

DAY-. 
Mr.  Whitmore  presented  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  order  relating  to  the  observance  of 
Decoration  Day  by  employes  of  the  city,  with  in- 
structions to  report  on  the  legality  of  the  order, 
beg  leave  to  submit  herewith  the  opinion  of  the 
Corporation  Counsel  upon  the  subject,  which  the 
committee  obtained  in  compliance  with  their  in- 
structions. 

For  the  Committee,  W.  H.  Whitmore. 

2  Pemberton  Square,        | 
Boston,  May  19, 1881.  ) 
To  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  Common 
Council — In  my  opinion  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying order    by  the    City  Council   would  not 
transcend  its  legal   powers:    that  it  is  a  matter 
within  the  discretion  of  the  City  Government. 
Very  respectfully,  J.  P  Healy. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

The  order  referred  to  in  the  report  was  read  a 
second  time  and  passed.  Mr.  Devlin  moved  a  re- 
consideration, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.  Lost. 
Sent  up. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Report  on  recommitted  report  on  petition  of 
Mary  J.  Turner  to  be  compensated  for  personal 
injuries  received  on  Bowdoin  street,  renewing 
their  recommendation  of  leave  to  withdraw.  Ac- 
cepted.   Sent  up. 

Report  on  petition  of  Ann  Sullivan  to  be 
paid  for  personal  injuries  received  on  an  East 
Boston  ferryboat,  recommending  the  passage  of 
an  order,  That  the  petition  of  Ann  Sullivan  to 
be  compensated  for  personal  injuries  received  on 
an  East  Boston  ferryboat  be  referred  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  Ferries,  and  that  said  board 
be  directed  to  report  its  action  thereon  to  the 
City  Council.    Order  passed.    Sent  up. 


MAY       19,       1881. 
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PB0P0SED    REMOVAL    OF    A    FENCE. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds  he 
directed  to  remove  the  iron  fence  surrounding 
the  lot  of  land  at  the  junction  of  Tremont, 
Montgomery  and  Clarendon  streets;  the  ex- 
pense thereof  to  be  cbareed  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Common  and  Public  Grounds.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Common,  etc. 

PROPOSED  VACATION  FOR  MECHANICS,  LABOR- 
ERS, ETC. 

Mr.  Costello  of  Ward  22  offered  thn  following: 

Ordered,  That  a  vacation  of  seven  days  be 
granted  to  employes,  mechanics  and  laborers  of 
the  Health!  Sewer  and  Paving  departments,  said 
vacation  to  be  take  at  the  rate  of  one  hour  per 
day  during  the  months  of  June,  July  and  August, 
with  no  loss  of  pay. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Child  suggested  that  this  should  be  re- 
ferred to  some  committee. 

Mr.  Fitzpatriek  of  Ward  8  moved  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Stony  Brook  Sewer.  Declared  car- 
ried. 

Mr.  Child  doubted  the  vote. 

Mr.  Brown  desired  i<>  have  the  order  read  for 
information,  and  the  President  read  it. 

Mr.  Costello  addressed  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Child  withnrew  the  doubt. 

Mr.  Fitzpatriek  of  Ward  8  renewed  the  doubt. 

The  President— The  gentleman  is  doubling  the 
result  of  a 'motion  which  he  made. 

Mr.  Fitzpatriek— I  made  it  under  a  misappre- 
hension, and  therefore  renew  the  doubt. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Stony 
Brook  Sewer   was  lost — 9  for,  28  against. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  moved  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Devlin  ot  Ward  13—1  hope  that  matter  will 
not  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  It 
properly  belongs  to  some  committee  w'io  has  the 
employment  01  laborers  and  mechanics,  like  the 
departments  of  Paving,  Sewers  and  Health.  I 
would  move  as  an  amendment  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Comruor  and  Public  Grounds 

Mr  Folan  of  Ward  13  -I  would  like  to  have  the 
gentleman  explain  why  he  wants  the  order  re- 
ferred to  that  committee. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds  was  lost. 

The  motion  to  reler  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance was  lost. 

Mr.  Costello  moved  to  refer  to  a  special  com- 
mittee.   Lost. 

.Mr.  Morrison  of  AVard  23  moved  that  the  order 
be  referred  to  the  committees  on  the  several  de- 
partments named  therein. 

The  President— It  would  be  hard  to  distinguish 
which  part  of  the  order  should  go  to  a  particular 
committee. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— It  seems  to  me  this  is 
rather  an  extraordinary  order.  I  move  that  it  be 
indeHnitelv  postponed. 

Mr.  Costello  of  Ward  22— Mr.  President,  this  or- 
der is  presented  m  the  interest  of  men  who  are 
certainly  as  faithful  and  as  worthy  as  any  within 
the  employ  of  the  City  Government.  What  is 
asked  tor  them  tonight  is  simply  a  privilege  that 
has  been  granted  to  the  employes  of  other  de- 
partments tor  years  past.  Now  I  claim  that  there 
should  be  no  priviliged  class  in  the  City  Govern- 
ment, and  yet  we  find  that  such  is  the  fact. 
There  is,  tor  instance,  the  Police  Department,  tne 
members  of  which  are  allowed  an  annual  vacation 
without  the  loss  of  pay.  The  members  of  the  Fire 
Department  are  also  allowed  a  vacation  and  no 
loss  of  pay.  The  heads  of  departments,  the  clerks 
and  employes  of  this  building  are  allowed  a 
yearly  vacation,  with  no  loss  of  wages.  Now  if 
these  privileges  are  granted  to  the  employes  of 
the  various  departments  mentioned, why  not  grant 
the  same— or  even  less— to  the  employes  men- 
tioned in  this  order.  I  am  not  finding  any  fault 
with  the  privileges  granted  to  the  various  de- 
partment-; these  privileges  are  no  greater  than  I 
would  wish  them,  but  1  do  find  fault  with  and 
protest  against  a  system  that  will  make  tish  of 
one  and  flesh  oi  the  other.  The  vacation  it  grant- 
ed to  those  men  will  be  taken  in  such  a  way 
that  it  will  not  interfere  with  the  regular 
duties  of  their  departments.  One  hour  per 
day  during  the  three  hottest  months  of  the  year 
will  never  be  missed  by  the  City  Government, 
when  the  work  will  go  on  the  same  as  usual.  And 
you  may  rest  assured  that  one  hour's  shelter  from 
the  hot,  scorching  sun  of  a  summer's  noonday 


will  be  appreciated  by  these  men.  I  have  n 
doubt  that  there  are  men  here  who  will  tell  you 
that  this  is  a  bad  and  dangerous  precedent  to  es- 
tablish. That  argument  will  not  hold  good,  be- 
cause you  must  bear  it  mind  that  the  prece- 
dent is  already  established.  If  it  is  wrong 
to  grant  these  men  a  few  days'  vaca- 
tion in  the  year,  then  it  certainly  must 
be  wrong  to  grant  that  privilege  to  the  police- 
men, firemen  and  other  employes  of  the  City 
Government.  They  have  no  more  right  to  it  than 
these  men  have.  If  you  admit  their  right,  then, 
to  be  consistent,  you  must  admit,  the  same  right 
to  these  men,  otherwise  you  will  be  partial  and 
one-sided  in  your  judgment,  which  is  contrary  to 
the  principles  of  the  Government  under  which  we 
live.  You  have,  on  two  or  three  occasions,  re- 
fused a  slight  increase  of  wages  to  these  men; 
you  surely  cannot  refuse  them  this,  as  it  will  not 
cost  the  city  a.  single  dollar,  nor  will  it  interfere 
with  the  regular  duties  ot  the  departments  in 
which  they  are  employed.  1  hope  and  trust  that 
this  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Freeman— I  think  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
difference  between  paying  a  man  a  salary  by  the 
yar  and  so  much  a  day.  That  is  my  reason  for 
moving  the  indefinite  postponement.  I  think 
the  order  is  rather  extraordinary,  and  hope  the 
m  >tlon  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Rosnosky— I  hope  the  order  will  be  indefi 
nitely  postponed  We  can  do  it  just  a.s  well  as 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  can.  We  have  sent  or- 
ders enough  down  there  for  the  last  four  or  five 
weeks  to  be  indefinitely  postponed.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  8  moved  to  refer  it  to  a  commit- 
tee, and  did  n't  want  it.  to  prevail.  I  claim  that 
the  order  ought  to  be  indefinitely  postponed.  It 
will  only  keep  us  here  late  ar,  nigut.  If  it  goes 
down  stairs,  it  will  only  be  indefinitely  postponed, 
and  we  will  get  notice  of  it  at  the  next  meeting. 
If  we  indefinitely  postpone  it,  it  will  save  the 
Bo  iru  of  Aldermen  trouble,  it  will  save  the  clerk 
trouble  and  it  will  save  them  trouble  down  stairs. 
I  hope  it  will  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Costello  called  for  tne  yeas  and  nays, which 
were  declared  not  ordered.  '  Mr.  Devlin  doubted 
the  vote,  and  the  Council  was  divided— 15  for — 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed— yeas  31, 
nays  19: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Beal.  Brimbecom,  Brown,  Child, 
H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Dana,  Dudley,  Eddy, 
Emery,  Fisk,  Freeman,  Gove,  Hagar,  Hart,  Hil- 
ton, Hosley,  Huntress,  Lovell,  Mathews,  N.  M. 
Morrison,  P.  Morrison,  Pope,  Pray,  Rosnosky, 
Smith,  Swan,  Viles,  Wakefield,  Wharton,  Wheeler 
—31. 

Nays— Messrs.  Barry,  Bartlett,  Connell,  Costello, 
Cotton,  Daly,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Fitzpatriek, 
Folan,  Maguire,  Means,  Murphy,  Powers,  Pratt, 
Teevan,  Walsh,  Welch,  Whitmore— 19. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Bigelow,  Bow- 
ker,  Boyle,  Conlin,  Cronin,  Denney,  J.  Doherty, 
Farweil,  Fold,  Greenough,  Harding,  Lauten, 
McCormiek,  J.  A.  McLaughlin.  P.  J.  McLaughlin, 
McNamara,  Mullett,  Parkman,  Quigley,  Rogers 
Williams— 2L 

INVESTIGATION  OF  THE    POLICE    COMMISSIONERS. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1  offered  the  following: 

'■Whereas,  Section  2  of  the  ordinance  entitled 
An  ordinance  to  establish  the  salaries  of  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners 
of  the  city  of  Boston,'  passed  June  14,  1878,  pre- 
scribes that  said  boaro  of  commissioners  shall 
devote  their  time  to  the  duties  of  the  office,  and 
shall  not  actively  engage  in  any  otner  business; 
and 

Whereas,  Edward  J.  Jones,  one  or  the  members 
of  said  Board  of  Police  Commissioners,  is  a  Bail 
Commissioner  within  and  for  the  county  of  Suf- 
folk, duly  appointed  and  qualified  as  such,  and 
has  been  actively  engaged  in  taking  bail,  without 
the  consent  of  the  City  Council  and  contrary  to 
the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  ordinarce,  it  is 
hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Edward  J.  Jones  be  and 
he  is  hereby  removed  irom  the  office  of  Police 
Commissioner. 

Mr.  Gove— I  move  that  this  order  be  referred  to 
an  investigating  committee  of  five  on  the  part  of 
this  Council,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
may  join,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  pai 
pers. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Police.  We  have  a  committee 
on  that  department,  and  I  do  not  see  any  neces- 
sity for  a  special  committee. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


Mr.  Gove— The  reason  I  made  the  motion  was 
that  I  desired  a  larger  committee.  I  presume  the 
President  would  appoint  the  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Police  upon  this  special  committee. 
I  think  the  matter  is  important"  euough  for  five 
members  of  the  Council  to  consider.  I  have  not 
the  least  objection  to  haviug  the  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Police  a  partof  this  committee. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick — 1  do  not  see  any  occasion  for 
either  of  these  motions  taking  effect.  The  char- 
acter and  reputation  of  Mr.  Jones  is  well  known 
to  this  Council  and  the  citizens  ot  Boston,  who 
know  that  he  attends  to  his  duty.  The  gentleman 
states  in  the  order  that  Mr.  Jones  does  something 
which  the  law  does  not  require  him  to  do,  and 
that  he  takes  bail  for  parties  during  office  hours. 
There  is  a  rule  of  the  department  by  which  the 
Commissioners  devote  a  certain  number  of  hours 
each  day  to  their  office  business,  and  I  think  any 
gentleman  who  goes  there  during  those  hours — 
between  twelve  and  two,  I  think — wili  find  Mr. 
Jones  at  his  desk.  1  do  not  see  any  necessity  for 
either  of  these  motions,  and  move  that  the  order 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  reason  I  moved  to  refer  to 
the  Committee  on  Police,  without  stopping  to 
consider  whether  or  not  the  motion  for  a  special 
committee  was  for  a  special  reason,  under  our 
new  rules  we  get  a  greater  advantage  by  referring 
a  matter  to  an  existing  committee.  Under  the 
supposition  that  the  gentleman  was  in  earnest, 
it  struck  me  that  it  would  be  better  to  refer  it  by 
vote  of  this  Council  only,  rather  than  have  to 
send  it  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  it  the  gentle- 
man is  in  earnest  I  think  he  will  find  that  it  is 
better  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Police. 

Mr.  Gove — If  it  should  be  sent  to  that  commit 
tee,  they  have  no  authority  to  summon  witnesses 
and  look  up  this  matter.  I  have  employed  a  clerk 
who  has  been  for  some  days  engaged  in  looking 
up  this  matter.  Of  course,  he  had  not;  time  to  go 
through  the  fourteen  or  seventeen  thousand 
cases  in  the  Municipal  Court  to  see  who  acted  as 
Bail  Commissioner.  There  are  several  reasons 
why  this  ought  not  to  be  indefinitely  postponed. 
The  ordinance  prescribes  that  the  Commissioners 
shall  devote  their  time  to  the  duties  of  the  office. 
They  are  the  men  who  are  charged  with  the  busi- 
ness of  seeing  that  the  policemen  look  after  the 
safety  of  the  city  and  citizens.  Now,  then,  it  does 
not  seem  to  me  but  what  the  Commissioners  are 
substantially  on  duty  from  early  morn- 
ing until  the  next  morn.  Their  business 
is  to  be  on  duty  all  the  time.  I  looked 
over  the  returns  at  the  State  House  of  Bail 
Commissioners  for  the  last  year.  I  find  that 
Mr.  Jones  received  in  1880,  as  per  his  return 
there,  $684;  that  C.  A.  Barnard  received  $536,  R. 
I.  Burbank  $164,  Alfred  Williams  $316,  E.  H. 
Darling  $1316,  J.  H.  Rice  $52,  and  J.  Harrington 
$12,  making  a  total  nf  $3080  far  the  last  year  for 
Bail  Commiss'oners,  so  that  Major  Jones  re- 
ceived about  twenty  per  cent,  of  all  the  business 
done  in  that  department.  There  is  also  a  return 
made  last  year  of  the  fees  received  by  the  Com- 
missioners ot  Insolvency.  Major  Jones  received 
$749.25,  James  P.  Farley  received  $319.35,  and  Ed- 
ward J.  Jenkins  $1544 .72,  making  a  total  of  $2,- 
613.32.  Major  Jones's  per  cant,  of  that  would  be 
abdut  twenty-five ner  cent.  This  makes  a  total  of 
fees  received  from  those  two  offices  outside  and 
independent  of  his  salarv  as  Police  Commissionar, 
for  the  year  1880,  of  $1433.25.  Now,  any 
gentleman  in  the  legal  profession,  who  has 
had  anything  to  do  with  the  court-,  knows 
that  where  a  party  is  Bail  Commissioner  and  en- 
gaged as  he  is,  and  as  the  report  shows,  he  must 
be  actively  engaged  in  that  branch  of  business, 
that  he  cannot  do  it  and  properly  fulfil  the 
duties  of  his  office  as  Police  Commissioner.  Now 
then,  for  the  year  before  that,  when  Major  Jones 
was  a  member  of  the  Police  Commission,  the  re- 
turns at  the  State  House  show  the  receipts  of  the 
Bail  Commissioners  lor  1879  to  have  been— E.  H. 
Darling,  $837;  C.  A.  Barnard,  $803;  E.  J.  Jones, 
$622;  R.  I.  Burbank,  $190;  J.  H.  Rice,  $2;  Alfred 
Williams,  $334.50;  making  a  total  of  $2788.50.  So 
you  see,  gentlemen,  the  business  he  did  last  year 
is  substantially  the  same  as  he  did  the  year  be- 
fore. There  are  no  returns  for  1879  of  the  fees  of 
Commissioners  of  Insolvency,  so  I  cannot  give 
you  the  facts  in  relation  to  them.  I  have  found 
that  during  the  present  year  there  was  a  raid 
by  the  police  on  a  gambling  institution 
one  night,  and  I  think  there  were  fourteen  men 
arrested,  all  of  whom  were  bailed,  Major  Jones 
acting  as  Bail  Commissioner,  lam  not  charging 
Major  Jones  with  doing  anythiog  wrong,  and  I 


do  not  intend  to.  I  simply  say  that  he  Is  a  Police 
Commissioner  of  the  ciiy  of  Boston,  and  the  tak- 
ing of  bail  ought  to  be  left  to  officers  outside  and 
independent  of  that  department,  and  he  ought 
not  to  have  anything  to  do  with  it.  It  ought  to 
be  taken  by  a  party  who  is  eutirely  unbiased  and 
can  have  no  bias  in  the  matter.  I  ought  not  to 
be  taken  by  a  prosecuting  officer.  For  that  rea- 
son, and  in  order  that  we  may  se*  whether  our 
officers  are  doing  their  duty  and  giving  their 
time  to  i he  services  they  are  elected  to  perform, 
I  hope  the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  will 
not  prevail. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17— At  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Council  a  joint  special  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  look  into  the  subject  of  commissions. 
This  is  a  matter  which  they  would  probably  look 
into,  and  I  shall  be  satisfied  to  wait  until  they 
make  their  report.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  raise  a  joint  special  committee  to  investi- 
gate this  one  subject,  when  we  appointed  a  com- 
mittee at  the  last  meeting  to  investignte  all  the 
departments  and  commissions  and  see  if  there  is 
anything  wrong  going  on.  I  should  think  the 
proper  disposition  of  this  order  would  be  to  in- 
definitely postpone  it,  or  lay  it  over  until  the 
other  committee  reports. 

Mr.  Wheelei — 1  see  no  objection  to  this  investi- 
gation. In  case  the  several  motions  now  before 
the  Council  fail  to  pass,  I  shall  move  its  refer- 
ence to  the  joint  special  committee  to  investigate 
the  subject  of  commissions.  If  in  order  I  will 
make  that  motion  now. 

Mr.  Rosnosky— I  hope  the  order  will  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed.  Some  time  ago  a  gentleman 
brought  in  an  order  about  the  City  Architect  not 
devoting  his  entire  time  to  his  duties,  and  to- 
night the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  have 
reported  that  he  is  doing  his  duty.  Nobody  can 
bring  any  charge  against  Major  Jones  that* he  is 
neglecting  his  duty.  He  is  in  his  office  from  nine 
till  four.  I  do  not  see,  if  a  gentleman  calls 
at  his  private  house  to  get  him  to  attend  to  some 
business,  why  he  caunot  attend  to  it.  I  do  not 
see  that  we  have  anything  to  do  with  it  if  he  does 
not  neglect  the  business  of  the  city.  It  he  was  not 
in  Pemberton  square  during  office  hours  we  would 
have  a  right  to  look  into  it,  but  no  such  charge  is 
made,  and  I  hope  the  order  will  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

Mr.  Whitmore — The  cases  are  not  at  all  parallel. 
The  duties  of  the  Architect  are  fixed  by  ordi- 
nance, and  his  office  hours  are  from  nine  to  five. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  1  is  correct.  The  ordi- 
nance on  page  75  of  the  supplement  says,  "The 
members  of  said  board  shall  devote  their  time 
to  the  duties  of  the  office,  and  not  actively  engage 
in  other  business."  I  do  not  know  whether  that 
means  that  they  shall  devote  their  whole  time  to 
the  duties  of  the  office,  but  I  suppose  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police  will  be  able  to  give  a  correct 
version  of  this  ordinance.  Instead  of  referring  it 
to  a  special  committee  which  will  bear  upon  its 
face  that  there  is  something  wrong,  and  because 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  has  made  a  strking 
case  in  his  statement,  it  seems  to  me  it  will  be 
better  to  refer  it  to  a  joint  committee 
not  appointed  for  that  special  purpose,  but  who 
are  supposed  at  least  to  have  a  good  deal  of  fa- 
miliarity with  the  general  subject.  I  hope  the 
motion  to  reler  to  that  committee  will  be  accept- 
ed, as  the  easiest  way  to  consider  an  important 
matter  presented  in  a  striking  manner. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick— My  reason  for  moving  to  in- 
definitely postpone  was  because  the  new  commit- 
tee we  have  already  appointed  will  examine  this 
matter,  and  I  do  not  see  the  necessity  for  having 
another  committee. 

Mr.  Huntress  of  Ward  11— It  strikes  me  that  it 
would  be  unwise  to  send  this  order  to  a  commit- 
tee appointed  specially  to  examine  into  the  ques- 
tion of  commissions.  It  is  not  a  part  of  their 
duty  at  all.  If  they  should  find  something  im- 
proper in  the  conduct  of  one  commissioner,  that 
would  not  justify  thein  in  recommending  that  all 
the  commissions  be  abolished.  I  think  it  would 
be  very  unwise  to  send  it  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed specially  to  investigate  whether  the  com- 
mission should  be  continued  or  abolished. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18—1  merely  intend  to  say 
that  I  know  Major  Jones,  and  am  in  favor  of  it. 
I  believe  he  can  stand  any  investigation,  and  I 
hope  it  will  be  referred  to  a  committee  to  be  in- 
vestigated. 

Alderman  Pope— The  only  fear  I  have  is  that 
the  Standing  Committee  on  Police  will  not  have 
sufficient  power.  They  do  not  have  power  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers.    If  I  were  called 
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upoD  to  give  an  interpretation  of  that  ordinance, 
I  would  state  what  I  thought  was  meant  by  de- 
voting his  whole  time  to  the  duties  of  the  office. 
If  this  is  referred  to  a  special  committee,  they 
would  be  appointed  witn  an  understanding  of 
what  their  duty  was,  and  could  investigate  it 
more  thoroughly.  As  this  matter  has  arisen,  it 
seems  to  me  it  should  be  investigated  by  a  special 
committee  with  full  porter. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— I  a\n  strongly  of  the 
opinion  that  no  committee  this  Council  can  con- 
stitute has  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 
One  committee  has  as  much  power  as  any  other 
in  that  respect.  I  think  there  has  been  some  ex- 
perience iu  the  City  Government  in  years  past 
upon  this  subject  which. was  very  instructive. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  was  about  to"  make  the  same 
statement.  The  Supreme  Court  have  already 
passed  upon  that  question.  This  Council  has  no 
power  to  send  for  them. 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  mean  to 
say  that  the  Council  has  no  power  to  send  for 
them,  or  no  power  to  compel  them  to  come  ? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  stand  corrected  by  toe  Chair. 

The  motion  to  reter  to  the  Committee  on  Police 
was  lost — 16  for,  26  against,  and  the  question 
came  upon  the  question  of  Mr.  Wheeler  to  refer 
to  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on   Commissions. 

Mr.  Gove — I  have  but  a  word  to  say  in  regard 
to  that.  I  think  that  committee  will  be  a  long 
time  looking  over  that  subject.  Their  report  will 
go  into  the  details  of  all  the  various  commissions 
and  departments  of  the  City  Government.  As 
they  are  now  constituted  they  would  not  go  into 
a  matter  ot  this  kind  except  by  special  order  of 
reference.  It  will  be  multiplying  their  duties, 
and  It  seems  to  me  we  ought  not  to  burden  them 
with  any  more  work  than  is  absolutely  necessary. 
I  still  think  the  investigating  committee  of  five 
which  I  asked  for  is  the  proper  one. 

Mr.  Devlin— I  differ  with  the  last  speaker.  I 
believe  the  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose 
of  abolishing  the  commission  is  the  proper  com- 
mittee for  this  matter  to  go  to.  They  have  held 
one  meeting  and  voted  to  call  the  commissions 
alphabetically  before  tbem,  and  to  go  into  all  the 
subjects  of  commissions.  After  the  statement  of 
the  gentleman  I  think  he  should  allow  it  to  go  to 
that  committee. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrlck— I  differ  with  the  gentleman, 
and  think  the  whole  matter  ought  to  be  indefinite- 
ly postponed.  1  hope  this  motion  will  be  voted 
down  and  the  order  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  motion  to  reler  to  the  Special  Committee 
ou  Commissions  was  lost  and  the  question  re- 
curred upon  the  original  motion  of  Mr.  Gove  to 
refer  to  a  special  committee  of  five. 

Mr.  Wheeler— Xow  that  the  matter  is  up,  I 
have  but  a  single  word  to  say.  I  hope  some  in- 
vestigation will  be  made.  It  there  is  anything 
wrong  we  shall  know  it.  It  will  also  give  the 
parties  referred  to  an  opportunity  to  exonerate 
themselves. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Gove,  to  refer  to  a  special 
committee  of  five,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen may  join,  was  carried.  Mr.  Gove  moved 
a  reconsideration.    Lost. 

Mr.  Gove  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  Section  2  of  the  ordinances  entitled 
An  ordinance  to  establish  the  salaries  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  board  of  Police  Commissioners  of  the 
city  of  Boston,  passed  on  the  14th  day  of  June, 
1878,-  prescribes  that  the  members  of  said  Board 
of  Commissioners  shall  devote  their  time  to  the 
duties  of  the  office,  aQd  shall  not  actively  engage 
in  any  other  business;  and 

Whereas,  Thomas  J.  Gargan,  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  said  board,  has  been  absent  from  the  city 
of  Boston  for  more  thanlsixty  days,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Thomas  J.  Gargan  be 
and  he  is  hereby  removed  from  the  office  of  Police 
Comicissioner. 

Mr.  Gove  moved  that  the  order  be  referred  to 
the  same  special  committee  to  which  the  order 
relating  to  Mr.  Jones  was  referred. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8  moved  that  the  order 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Rosnosky— In  1879  we  bad  a  Fire  Commis- 
sioner by  the  name  ot  Chamberliu  who  was  sick. 
He  received  pay  from  the  City  Government  some 
tour  mODthS  previous  to  his  death.  Gentlemen 
are  aware  that  this  Police  Commissioner  is 
off  on  his  health,  that  be  is  sick  and 
cannot  come  back  at  present.  Xow,  I  don't  see 
why  a  gentleman  should  bring  in  thisorder,  when 
we  have  had  the  same  steps  taken  in  1879;  and  if 
I  am  not  mistaken  the  gentleman  from  Ward  19 
then  brought  in  the  order   to   pay    the   Commis- 


sioner his  salary.  Now,  why  should  they  come 
In  this  evening  with  an  order  for  this  gentleman 
to  be  dismissed  from  his  office.  If  any  proof  can 
be  made  that  the  gentleman  is  off  on  business,  I 
should  vote  for  it.  But  the  gentleman  is  off  on 
his  health. 

Mr.  Gove— It  I  remember  correctly,  Mr.  Chain  - 
berlin  came  before  the  Council  and  asked  for 
leave  to  be  away,  and  it  was  granted.  This  Com- 
missioner never  has  been  before  the  Council  for 
leave  of  absence.  All  we  know  about  it  is  that 
he  is  away,  and  that  that  is  the  town  talk.  He 
has  been  away  since  somewhere  about  the  mid- 
dle of  February,  and  the  duties  in  the  office  of 
the  Police  Commissioners  are  not  being  per- 
formed on  his  part.  Furtoermoie,  I  saw  in  the 
newspapers  before  he  went  away  that  he  had 
been  employed  by  several  mining  compinies,  and 
was  going  to  Mexico  to  look  after  their  interests. 
Some  three  weeks  ago  I  learned  that  he  was  sick. 
The  fact  remains  that  he  never  came  to  the  Coun- 
cil and  asked  to  be  awpy.  Therefore  it  seemed  to 
me  to  be  a  proper  order  to  offer. 

Mr.  Fitzpai rick— It  is  common  talk  about  the 
city  that  Mr.  Gargan  went  away  on  account  of 
his  health.  I  know  it  is  a  fact  that  one  doctor 
said  that  if  he  did  n't  go  away  he  would  not  an- 
swer for  his  health.  It  is  unjust  to  Mr.  Gargan 
to  offer  this  order  in  his  absence.  It  is  probable 
that  he  has  transacted  some  little  business  while 
he  has  been  absent.  Everybody  knows  that  a 
gentleman  of  his  position  in  life  cannot  be  idle. 
It  is  generally  known  about  the  city  that  he  is 
travelling  for  his  health, and  I  hope  the  order  will 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Child,  the  main  question  was 
ordered— 22  for,  V0  against— and  the  question 
came  upon  the  passage  of  the  order  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Child  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Wa>d  14— Air.  President- 
Mr.  Rosnosky — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  wait  until 
recognized  by  the  Chair.  Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14 
has  the  floor. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  that 
the  question  is  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  11. 

The  President — The  previous  question  has  been 
ordered.  The  question  is  upon  the  passage  of  the 
order  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Gove- 1  couple  with  the  presentation  of 
that  order  a  motion  to  refer  it  to  the  same  com- 
mittee that  the  other  order  was  referred  to. 

The  President — The  motion  to  refer  was  cut  off 
by  the  ordering  of  the  main  question. 

The  order  was  refused  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Devlin  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

Mr.  Freeman  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  whereby  the  order  in  relation  to  Mr.  Gargan 
was  refused  a  second  reading,  adding,  The  reason 
I  make  the  motion  is  because  I  know  Mr.  Gargan 
well,  and  have  a  very  high  opinion  of  him.  These 
charges  have  been  made  against  him,  and  I  should 
like  to  give  him  an  opportunity  to  refute  them.  I 
know  he  was  sick  when  he  went  away, 
and  had  been  sick  for  a  loug  time. 
I  think  it  is  due  to  him  that  he  should  have  some 
opportunity  to  appear  before  the  committee  and 
vindicate  himself.  1  do  not  believe  a  committee 
would  report  against  him  during  his  absence  and 
not  give  him  an  opportunity  to  be  heard.  If 
they -hould,  it  will  then  be  time  enough  to  vote 
on  the  question  of  removal.  By  all  means  give 
him  an  opportunity  to  deny  the  charges.  That  is 
my  reason  for  asking  for  a  reconsideration,  and 
if  it  prevails  I  shall  then  move  that  it  be  refer- 
red to  the  special  committee. 

Mr.  Devlin  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider upon  the  table.    Lost. 

The  reconsideration  was  declaied  carried. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  doubted  the  vote,  and,  on  his 
motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  reconsideration  was  carried— yeas  32, 
nays  10. 

Yeas  —  Messrs.  Bartlett,  Beal,  Brimbecom, 
Brown,  H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Cotton,  Dudley, 
Farwell,  Fisk,  Freeman,  Gove,  Hagar,  Hart,  Hil- 
ton, Hosley,  Huntress,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Maguire, 
Mathews,  Means,  P.  Morrison,  Murphy,  Pope, 
Pratt,  Pray,  Smith,  Swan,  Wakefield,  Wharton, 
Wheeler— 32. 

Nays— Messrs.  Barry, Child,  Connell,  Daly,  Dana, 
Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Emery,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan, 
Powers.  Rosnosky,  Viles,  Walsh,  Welch,  Whit- 
more—10. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Bigelow,  Bow- 
ker,  Boyle,  Conlin,  Costello,  Cronin,    Denney,    J. 
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Dohertv,  Eddy,  Ford,  Greenough,  Harding,  Mc- 
Cormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin, 
McNamara,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Parkman, 
Quigley,  Rogers,  Teevan,  Williams— 23. 

Mr.  Devlin  moved  the  reference  of  the  order  to 
the  Special  Committee  on  Commissions.    Lost. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24  moved  to  refer  to  the 
committee  to  be  appointed  on  the  order  in  rela- 
tion to  Major  Jones.    Carried. 

Mr.  Gove  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Devlin  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

The  reconsideration  was  lost. 

SOUTH    END    BRANCH    LIBRARY. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  fit  ur.  the  southerly  section 
of  the  English  High  and  Latin  School  buildings 
for  the  use  of  a  branch  library,  in  pursuance  of 
an  order  passed  by  the  City  Council  Dec.  13, 1880, 
and  approved  by  the  Mayor  Dec.  15, 1880.  The  ex- 
pense—estimated at  $5500— to  be  charged  to  the 
special  appropriation  provided  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14— This  is  a  similar  order 
to  one  passed  last  December.  The  City  Auditor 
has  decided  that   the   powers    delegated   to  the 


committee  at  that  time  died  with  the  committee, 
and  the  work  ought  not  to  have  been  commenced. 
He  wishes  to  have  a  similar  order  passed  giylng 
the  same  power  to  this  committee,  so  that  the 
bills  can  be  paid  on  the  first  of  June.  Most  of 
the  work  has  been  done,  the  committee  thinking 
they  had  power  to  do  it. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and 
Mr.  Clapp  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  which  was 
carried,  and  the  order  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Fisk  moved  that  the  subject  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Library. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14— It  is  very  necessary  that 
the  order  be  passed  tonight.  The  parties  desire 
to  get  their  money,  and  we  supposed  we  had  the 
power.    It  is  only  a  customary  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore — This  work  was  done  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library,  and  I 
hardly  think  it  would  be  worth  while  to  refer  it 
to  that  committee. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Library  was  lost. 

The  order  was  passed. 

.  Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14  moved  a  reconsideration. 
Lost.    Sent  up. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY   33,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  tour  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien.  Chairman,  presiding. 

OLD  COLONY  RAILROAD  STATION  ON  DORCHESTER 
AVENUE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Old  Colony 
Railroad  praying  for  an  order  prescribing  the 
limits  within  which  it  might  take  laud  upon  Dor- 
chester avenue,  outside  of  their  location,  for 
depot  and  station  purposes.  J.  H.  Benton,  Jr., 
appeared  for  the  company  and  explained  that  an 
order  in  the  usual  form  was  passed  by  the  Board 
last  year,  but  there  was  a  defect  in  the  act  which 
was  corrected  by  tbe  Legislature  of  this  year, 
and  the  order  proposed  was  to  confirm  the  one 
passed  last  year. 

Harvey  Jewell  appeared  for  heirs  of  Cyrus 
Alger,  the  only  parties  interested,  and  said  they 
made  no  objection. 

Whereupon  an  order  in  the  usual  form  was 
presented  by  the  Chairman,  and  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Curtis  it  was  laid  over.  Subsequently 
Alderman  Curtis  moved  that  the  order  take  it's 
second  reading,  he  stating  that  he  had  become 
satisfied  that  the  matter  was  all  right,  aud  the 
order  was  passed. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  as  follows: 

For  Superior  Criminal  Court— One  Grand  and 
thirty-six  Traverse. 

For  Supreme  Judicial  Court  —  Twenty  -  six 
Traverse. 

For  Superior  Court,  first  session— Ten  Traverse. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Fire  Commissioners.  Roxbury  Carpet 
Company,  to  connect  their  factory  buildings  with 
lire  alarm  telegraph. 

To  the  Street  Commissioners.  John  F.  Metzger 
et  al.,  to  have  the  name  of  Drury  place  changed 
to  Oscar  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows : 

Alexander  M.  Davis,  new  wooden,  one  horse. 
Williams  street,  Ward  23. 

Willard  L.  Johnson,  new  wooden,  three  horses, 
Johnson  place,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  Nathan  Rob- 
bins,  for  a  street  lamp  in  the  rear  of  490  Commer- 
cial street. 

Pioposition  of  Thermo  Electric  Gas  Lighting 
Company  for  lighting,  extinguishing  and  clean- 
ing the  public  lamps  in  the  city  of  Boston. 

I'o  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Julia  A.  Tuck,  for  the  removal  of  one  or 
more  trees  in  front  of  25  Liverpool  street,  East 
Boston. 

To  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department  on  the 
part  of  the  Board.  Thomas  Bottoet  al.,  residents 
of  Stillman  place,  against  the  issue  of  a  petrole- 
um license  to  any  occupant  of  Laugmaid's  Block, 
on  Charlestown  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  J.  B.  Stowell,  Jr., 
et  al.,  tnat  brick  sidewalks  be  laid  on  Clifford 
street. 

Henry  W.  B.  Frost,  for  permission  to  excavate 
the  earth  under  the  sidewalk  opposite  cellar  oc- 
cupied by  him,  No.  1  Faneuil  Hall  Market. 

Aaron  D.  Williams  et  al.,  for  a  plank  sidewalk 
on  southerly  side  of  Swett  street,  between  Maga- 
zine and  Hilton  streets. 

N.  Seaver  et  al.,  for  a  cross  walk  on  Meridian 
street  from  110  to  113  on  said  street. 

Louis  Prang,  et  al.,  that  the  city  defray  a  por- 
tion of  the  cost  of  sprinkling  Centre  street. 

William  Seaver  and  Sons,  for  the  raising  of 
the  cross  walks  on  Tremout  street  at  Culvert  aud 
Rueules  streets. 

William  McGrath,  for  brick  sidewalks  at  77 
Cottage  street,  East  Boston. 

New  England  Manufacturers'  and  Mechanics' 
Institute,  for  the  grading  of  H'intingtou-aveuue 
extension. 

American  Bell  Telephone  Company,  for  leave  to 
erect  posts  for  telephone  wires  in  portions  of  East 
Springfield  and  West  Springfield  streets. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  of 
Sarah  F.  Livermore,  at  corner   Washington  and 


Brighton  streets,  Allston;  Hand  in  Hand  Ceme- 
tery, Centre  street;  George  B.  Livermore,  corner 
Washington  and  Allston  streets,  Brighton. 

Joseph  D.  Elms  etal..  that  the  repairs  on  Norfolk 
street  be  extended  to  Madison  street. 

J.  F.  Taylor  et  al.,  for  a  sidewalk  on  Washing- 
ton street  from  Lake  street  to  Oakland  street. 

Boston  Sugar  Refinery  Company  and  others, 
that  Webster  street,  between  Lewis  and  Orleans 
streets,  be  paved  with  granite  blocks. 

A.  W.  Richards,  tor  leave  to  mcive  a  wooden 
building  from  15  Warren  avenue  to  opposite  side 
of  said  avenue. 

J.  D.  Payne,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
Beacon  street,  nearly  opposite  Hereford  street, 
to  Beacon  street  near  Brookline  avenue. 

W.  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  wooden  building  from 
Milton,  Mass..  to  Adams  street. 

Henry  C.  Curtis  et  al.,  for  edgestone  and  brick 
sidewalk  <m  Savin  street. 

James  Chisholm  ct  al.,  that  North  street,  be- 
tween Commercial  and  Clark  streets,  be  paved 
with  granite  blocks. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.  William  R.  Cavanagh,  to  raise  a 
wooden  building  on  Broadway,  corner  of  Lehigh 
street,  three  feet  higher  than  allowed  by  ordi- 
nance. 

J.G.Kelso,  to  connect  two  wooden  buildings 
on  Sou  h  Eden  street,  Nos.  24  and  26,  Ward  24. 

Glendon  Company,  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
on  Glendon  wharf,  Ward  1. 

To  the  Committee  on  Suvvey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  R.  R.  Hench- 
man, for  leave  to  project  a  druggist's  mortar 
from  building  in  Chambers  street,  corner  of 
Cambridge  street,  Ward  8. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Isaac  N.  Tucker, 
et  al.,  for  a  sewer  on  Franklin  street,  Ward  25. 

C.  H.  Taggard,  for  a  sewer  on  Putnam  street, 
East  Boston. 

Clara  Cleve  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Custer  street, 
Jamaica  Plain. 

WiHiam  Donaldson,  for  a  sewer  in  Warren 
street,  between  Clifford  and  Woodbine  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines  Elijah 
Stanton,  for  leave  to  erect  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
at  corner  of  Centre  and  Lagrange  streets,  West 
Roxbury. 

HEARINGS 

were  had  as  follows:  On  petitions  for  location 
and  use  of  steam  engines  and  boilers  by  the  New 
England  Newspaper  Union,  at22i  Franklin  street: 
the  Shawmut  Lithograph  Company,  at  597  Albany 
street.  No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Steam  Engines. 

On  notice  of  intention  to  take  land  of  Boston 
Water  Power  Company  aud  others  on  the  Back 
Bay,  for  sewer  near  Huntington  avenue.  No  ob- 
jections-    Recommitted  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

On  intention  to  construct  sewers  in  Creek  street 
and  Arcadia  street,  Dorchester;  in  Moreland 
street,  Roximry,  and  Rockville  street,  West  Rox- 
bury. No  objections.  Recommitted  to  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers.  Remonstrance  of  J.  H.  Robinson 
against  sewer  in  Arcadia  street  was  referred  to 
Committee  on  Sewer<. 

SOUTH  STREET. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Board  considered 
the  order  directing  the  Street  Commissioners  to 
complete  the  widening  of  South  street  from  East 
s.reet  to  Kneelaud  street. 

Alderman  Slade— I  think  that  ought  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Streets.  We  do  not 
know  what  it  is  going  to  cost,  or  anything  about 
it.  I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Streets. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  have  no  objection  to  that 
being  done  if  there  is  any  opposition  to  passing 
the  order  as  I  ottered  it.  I  suppose  every  mem- 
ber of  this  Board  is  fully  acquainted  with  the  con- 
dition of  Soutu  stieet.  There  has  been  a  pressure 
for  a  great  many  years  to  have  the  street  widened 
and  put  in  order.  Last  year  a  portion  of  it  was 
widened,  and  1  suppose  the  result  is  apparent  to 
every  one  who  has  taken  the  trouble  to  go  down 
there  and  look  at  it.  That  side  of  the  street  is 
built  up  with  elegant  warehouses,  aud  a  large 
amount  of  taxable  property  has  been  added.  But 
of  course  that  gives  no  relief  to  the  lower  part  of 
the  street.  I  have  taken  the  trouble  to  ascertain 
the  number  of  teams  thav  passed  through  that 
street.  The  number  of  vehicles  of  all  kinds  that 
passed  the  corner  of  South  and  Kneelaud  streets, 
by  aciual  count,  on  Friday  last  between  the  hours 
of  6.30  A.  M.  and  6.30  P.  M.  was  4S44;  on  Satur- 
day, the  21st,  between  the  same  hours,  there  were 
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4905.  The  number  of  passengers  io  and  out  of 
the  Old  Colony  Uailroad  station  was  13,689.  The 
average  number  of  passengers  daily  in  and  out 
of  the  Old  Colony  station  for  tbe  year  ending 
Sept.  30  was  about  13,000.  That  is  tbe  Old  Colony 
Bailroail  station  alone.  The  Bosun  &  Albany 
Railroad  station  is  moved  over  about  ba'f  way 
between  the  present  station  and  that  of  the  Old 
Colony,  and  when  it  is  finished  a  large  number  of 
passengers  and  vehicles  additional  will  turn  into 
south  street  daily.  Then  again  tbe  character  of 
South  stieet  is  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion. In  one  of  the  niches  I  saw  two  rag- 
pickers; and  on  tLe  other  side  there  are 
several  junk  ^ores.  With  the  large  number 
of  passengers  passing  through  that  street  from 
the  steam  roads  from  South  Boston  and  other 
parts  ot  the  city,  it  seems  to  me  it  ought  to  be 
fixed.  Then  again  there  are  petitioners  for  the 
widening  in  great  numbers .  They  are  among  the 
strongest  petitions  iu  influence  that  have  been 
presented  to  ihe  City  Council.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  its  being  reierred  to  the  Committee  on 
Streets,  if  tbey  will  take  the  matter  iu  hand  and 
report  upon  it  at  an  early  day.  I  had  an  order 
prepared,  thiDking  perhaps  there  might  be  some 
objection  to  the  one  under  consideration,  and 
that  Alderman  Slade  might  consent  to  it: 

Ordered,  That  the  Stieet  Comnii  Sioners  be 
requested  to  submit  an  estimate  of  ihe  cost  of 
widening  South  street  to  a  width  of  sixty  feet. 

Alderman  Slade— It  struck  me  that  that  ought 
to  come  from  the  Committee  on  Streels 

Alderman'  Whitten— 1  have  no  objection  to  its 
going  to  the  Committee  on  Streets,  provided  they 
make  their  report  within  a  short  time.  If  they 
do  not,  I  will  call  tor  it  within  two  weeus. 

Alderman  Hersey — 1  agree  with  the  Alderman 
in  regard  to  the  necessity  for  widening  South 
street,  but  I  think  it  ought  to  be  considered  in 
connection  with  the  widening ol  Kneeland  street, 
which  is  a  great  artery  running  through  a  busy 
portion  of  the  city,  ami  situated  on  it  are  three  of 
the  largest  railroads.  It  seems  to  me  it  requires 
to  be  widened  throughout  its  entire  length  to 
Federal  street.  That  would  give  an  ouilet  for 
the  South  Boston  Railroad,  and  give  ihem  a 
douole  track  by  the  new  depot  of  the  Boston  & 
Albany  road  and  that  of  the  Old  Colony.  It 
seems  to  me  that  Kueelaud  street  should  be 
.widened  before  the  opening  of  the  new  Boston 
&  Albany  station,  so  that  it  will  not  have  to  be 
undertaken  when  the  passenger  traffic  shall  have 
begun  to  pour  into  the  street.  I  hope  the  com- 
mittee will  take  the  widening  of  Kneeland  street 
into  consideration,  and  that  it  will  be  acted  upon 
at  the  same  time  as  the  widening  ot  South  street. 

Alderman  Viles— Whi'e  I  do  not  wish  to  say 
anything  for  or  against  the  passage  of  this  order, 
yet  I  think  ihat  any  measure  requiring  the  expen- 
diture of  so  much  money  ought  to  be  considered 
by  a  committee.  The  Alderman  fays  he  will  call 
for  a  report  within  two  weeks.  The  committee 
will  not  I  e  able  to  make  a  report  in  that  time, 
surveys  and  estimates  of  damages  will  have  to  be 
made  to  get  at  the  cosr,  but  I  give  him  the  assur- 
ance that  the  committee  will  act  upon  it  at  once. 

Alderman  Whitten — 1  d'iu't  wish  to  hurry  the 
committee,  but  this  subject  lias  been  before  tbe 
committee  so  long  that  it  need  not  take  much 
time.  I  have  taken  some  pains  to  ascertain  the 
maximum  cost,  aDd  have  a  letter  from  Mr.  Tal- 
bot, the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners, in  which  he  .-ays  he  should  not  think  of 
asking  ior  more  than  $175,000.  Of  course  that  is 
not  official. 

Alderman  Haldeman  —  Iu  this  connection  I 
would  'ike  to  say  that  on  Saturday  last  we  had  a 
hearing  In  reference  to  an  application  to  establish 
a  sta'de  in  that  vicinity,  in  a  building  which  runs 
through  from  the  Old  Colony  station  to  the  Bos- 
ton &  Albany,  where  it  was  intended  to  put  a 
number  ot  horses.  We  had  a  hearing  of  three 
hours,  and  if  this  Board  could  have  heard  the 
testimony  offered  as  to  the  condition  ot  South 
street  at  the  Old  Colony  Depot— the  jams,  block- 
ades, and  difficulty  of  getting  through;  the  prot- 
ests against  this  "stable  being  located  there  be- 
cause of  the  encumbrances  which  now  exist,  they 
would  have  been  convinced  of  the  necessity  for 
widening  the  street.  During  a  portion  ol  the  day 
the  street  is  in  contusion.  The  Boston  &  Albany 
station  is  almost  ready  lor  occupancy,  and  when 
it  is  opened  a  large  number  of  people  from  the 
country  will  pass  into  South  street  from  it.  As  this 
Board  has  taken  astanu  rgainst  elevated  railroads 
coming  into  the  city,  it  behooves  U6  to  take  proper 
action  to  give  all  possible  facilities  to  the  rail- 


roads now  existing  which  convey  passengers  to 
and  from  tbe  suburban  districts,  as  weil  as  the 
horse  railroad*  within  the  city  limits.  Our  people 
must  be  moved,  and  we  must  give  facilities  for 
their  movement  with  the  utmost  speed  and  ease. 
Any  one  seeing  the  thousands  of  people  pouring 
iu  lrom  the  Old  Colony  depot  every  day  will  see 
the  necessity  for  immediate  action.  At  the  hear- 
ing referied  to,  numerous  cases  were  cited  of 
carriages  coming  to  the  station,  me  drivers 
being  obliged  to  take  their  passengers  and  trunks 
out  and  run  across  the  street  to  get  into  the 
depot  in  time  to  catch  the  trains.  Certain  trains 
are  obliged  to  be  held  sometimes  as  much  as 
twenty  minutes  to  enable  passengers  to  get  into 
the  depot,  so  crowded  is  the  stieet.  If  that  is 
the  condition  now,  what  will  it  ne  when  the  Bos- 
ton &  Albany  Railroad  empties  its  passengeis  in 
that  street?  It  may  be  necessary  to  go  through 
a  certain  amount  ot  red  tape  to  do  this  thing,  but 
it  must  come,  no  matter  what  the  cost  will  be. 
As  the  Alderman  has  just  said,  the  widening  of 
Kneeland  street  will  lollow  as  a  part  of  the  sys- 
tem, but  that  will  be  perhaps  a  litile  later.  I  see 
on  my  table  a  resolve  and  order  lor  the  extension 
of  Harrison  avenue  up  to  Bedford  street,  and  it 
looks  as  if  that  question  was  coming  up.  While 
it  is  well  enough  to  open  that  part  of  tbe  city  for 
business,  I  hold  that  it  is  necessary  to  do  the 
most  urgent  things  tirst,  and  certainly  there  is  no 
part  of  the  city  of  Boston  which  needs  opening 
so  urgently,  lor  the  rapid  and  easy  transit  of  our 
people,  as  South  street.  1  hope  the  order  will 
be  passed  as  ordered,  without  auy  delays.  It  is 
offered  for  the  purpose  ot  getting  an  expression 
of  the  City  Council  in  favor  of  or  against  imme- 
diate action.  I  hope  the  gentleman  who  offered 
it  will  iusist  upon  its  passnge,  and  that  the  gen- 
tleman on  my  left  will  withdraw  his  objections. 

Alderman  Whitten  moved  to  amend  the  motion 
for  leference  by  addiug,  "with  a  request  that  the 
committee  report  within  thirty  dajs." 

Alderman  slade  accented  the  atnendiueut  and 
the  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Streets,  with  a  request  that  they  report  within 
thirty  days. 

PAPERS   FROM  THE     COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Report  and  order  lor  an  agreement  to  be  made 
between  the  city  and  the  Boston  &  Albanv  Rail- 
road Company  in  relation  to  the  occupation  of 
the  space  under  the  Broadway  (extension)  Bridge 
over  said  railroad  tracks.  (City  Doc.  73.)  Order 
passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance 
in  relatioujio  the  Police  Department,  so  as  to  pro- 
vide for  "rive  special  sergeants,  and  for  a  matron 
of  the  city  lockups."  Ordinance  passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Report  (inexpedient)  to  provide  that  the  City 
Architect  shall  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  city. 
Accepted  iu  concurrence. 

Preamble  and  order  to  confirm  the  action  of 
the  Committee  on  Common  ia  removing  the 
fences  on  Commonwealth  avenue.  Passed  iu  con- 
currence. 

References  to  a  special  committee  (Messrs. 
Gove  of  Ward  1,  Fitzpatiick  of  Ward  8,  Hagar  of 
Ward  10,  Hart  of  Ward  18  and  Folan  of  Ward  13), 
with  such  as  this  Board  may  join,  of  orders  for 
the  removal  of  Police  Commissioners  Jones  and 
Uargao.  Concurred,  and  Aldermen  Viles,  Hersey 
and  Woolley  were  appointed  on  said  committee. 

Resolve  and  order  for  extension  of  Huntington 
avenue.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation  to 
the  Record  Comaiissioners  (City  Doc.  72).  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

Ordinance  to  confirm  certain  ordinances  as 
heretofore  provided  (City  Doc.  72).  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  to  fit  up  the  room  in  the  English  High 
and  Latin  School  building  for  a  public  library,  at 
a  cost  of  $5500.    Passed  iu  concurrence. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  Mary 
J.  Turner,  to  be  paid  lor  personal  injuries  on  the 
highway.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  retelling  petition  of  Ann  Sullivan,  to  be 
paid  for  injuries  received  on  a  ferryboat,  to  the 
Directors  of  East  Bo.sion  Ferries.    Concurred. 

Annual  reports   ot    tbe  City  Collector  and  City 
Treasurer.     Referred   to  the  Committee  on  the 
Treasury  Department  in  concurrence. 
Decoration  Day. 

An  order  came  up  to  allow  all  persons  whose 
services  will  not  be  absolutely  required  a  holiday, 
without  loss  of  pay,  on  Decoration  Dav,  Mav  30, 
1881. 
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OARD      OF      ALDERMEN 


Alderman  Whitten— I  would  ask  if  the  laborers 
in  the  employ  of  the  city  are  allowed  to  work  on 
that  day,  it  being  a  legal  holiday?  Whether  the 
foremen  are  there  to  do  their  duty,  and  the  labor- 
ers have  an  opportunity  of  working  on  that  day, 
or  whether  they  are  obliged  to  lose  that  day's 
pay  ? 

The  Chairman — According  to  the  order,  if  the 
laborers  do  not  work  on  that  day,  it  will  be  with- 
out loss  of  pay. 

Alderman  Whitten— That  was  n't  exactly  what 
I  wanted  to  know.  I  believe  that  Decoration  Day 
is  a  legal  holiday.    Is  it  not? 

The  Chairman— It  is. 

Alderman  Whitten— What  I  want  to  know  is 
whether  those  men  can  work  on  that  clay  if  they 
want  to,  or  whether  they  are  obliged  to  stop 
work  ? 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  understands  there  is 
no  objection  to  any  one  working  on  that  day  if  he 
desires. 

Alderman  Whitten — Whether  the  foremen  are 
there  to  attend  to  their  duty,  and  see  that  the 
men  laborers  employed  by  the  city  are  at  work  ? 
As  I  understand,  it  is  n't  exactly  legal  to  pay 
those  men  when  they  don't  work:  but  at  the  same 
time,  I  think  it  is  no  more  than  fair  for  such  men, 
if  they  are  employed,  to  stop  work  on  that  day  if 
the  foremen  and  head  men  of  the  departments 
are  not  attending  to  their  duties.  It  the  foremen 
do  not  worK  and  receive  pay,  I  don't  see  why  the 
laborers  should  not  receive  their  pay  also.  I 
have  not  examined  the  question  closely,  but  I 
don't  see  why  the  laborers  should  not  be  allowed 
a  holiday  if  the  foremen  do  not  work. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  believe  that  is  a  proper 
order  to  pass.  This  City  Hall  will  be  closed  on 
Decoration  Day,  and  all  the  heads  of  departments 
and  clerks  under  them  will  have  a  holiday  and 
draw  their  pay  all  the  same.  I  do  not  see  why 
we  should  make  fish  of  one  and  flesh  of  the  other. 
I  believe  the  laboring  men  are  entitled  to  a  holi- 
day as  much  as  the  heads  of  departments  and 
clerks.  1  think  we  should  concur  with  the  Coun- 
cil and  pass  the  order. 

Alderman  Curtis— This  passing  of  these  orders 
has  been  carried  on  for  some  time.  There  have 
been  four  of  these  orders  come  up  here  from  the 
Council  since  I  have  been  here,  bearing  on  the 
same  subject,  and  they  have  been  indefinitely 
postponed.  Now  the  Alderman  on  my  left  says 
the  officers  in  this  hall  will  have  a  holiday  on  that 
day,  while  the  laboring  men  will  not.  The  officers 
in  this  hall  are  paid  by  the  year  and  the  laboring 
men  are  hired  by  the  day.  The  laborers  can 
work  if  they  want  to.  Now,  I  don't  believe  in 
deceiving  the  poor.  Day  after  day  men  come 
here  and  offer  orders  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 
Now,  sir,  I  know  as  much  about  the  poor  as  any 
man  you  can  pick  up  in  Bost'»n.  When  I  see  men 
offering  orders  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  and 
others  here  assisting  them,  I  want  to  see  them  do 
something  for  the  poor.  Let  the-n  put  their 
hands  to  the  plough  and  help  the  poor  man,  and 
not  introduce  orders  for  buncombe,  and  say  to 
the  poor  man,  You  turn  the  grindstone  until  I  get 
my  axe  ground,  and  then  I  will  turn  yours.  I  tell 
you  I  don't  believe  in  it.  No  man  will  go  any  fur- 
ther for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  than  I  will,  but  I 
say,  let  us  give  the  poor  man|his  rights  and  not 
deceive  him.  When  this  great  sewer  was  first 
opened,  a  man  in  Boston  took  a  contract  to  build 
a  portion  of  it.  There  was  a  Common  Council- 
man who  came  out  to  see  him.  It  was  n't  a 
Common  Councilman  of  Boston,  because  we  all 
know  we  don't  have  such  men  in  the  Common 
Council  of  Boston;  he  might  have  been  from 
Chelsea  or  some  other  place.  Hfl  said  to  the  con- 
tractor, "I  have  about  sixty  men  that  I  want  you 
to  put  on  that  sewer;  I  helped  you  to  get  this  con- 
tract, and  when  I  send  you  a  letter  sealed, 
I  want  that  man  put  on,  sir,  and 
when  I  send  you  a  letter  unsealed,  do 
what  you  d—d  please  with  the  poor  man."  That 
was  the  way  he  did  it.  "Do  what  you  d—d  please 
with  the  poor  man."  Said  he,  "1  will  come  out 
and  bring  you  my  letters  sealed  when  I  want  you 
to  do  anything  for  the  poor  man."  Well,  sir, 
there  was  an  Overseer  of  the  Poor  there  who  told 
that  contractor  he  would  furnish  him  all  the  men 
he  wanted,  and  good  men,  too;  ic  was  during  the 
hard  rimes,  three  years  ago,  and  those  were  men 
whi  wanted  aid  from  the  city  of  Boston.  I  plead- 
ed f  ;r  those  men  that  I  might  get  them  a  job,  so 
they  need  n't  become  paupers.  Well,  the  men 
came  out  from  that  Councilman,  and  when  they 
came  out  with  sealed  letters,  the  contractor  said, 
"Here  is  an  uverseer  of  the  Poor  who  will  give 


me  all  the  men  I  want,  and  if  I  have  got  to  help 
the  city  of  Boston,  I  will  take  those  men  who 
need  aid."  And  1  believe  did  do  so.  That  is  the 
way  to  do  it.  1  don't  propose  to  stand  up  here 
and  tell  the  poor  man  that  I  will  get  work  for 
him  when  I  know  I  am  telling  nim  a  falsehood. 
How  is  it  with  the  order  that  I  moved  to  indefi- 
nitely postpone  ?  There  were  two  men  who  had  a 
bill  against  a  certain  party.  One  of  them  said  to 
me,  the  next  morning,  "You  moved  to  indefinitely 
postpone  that  order  ?"  I  said,  "Yes,  sir;  I  did." 
"Well,  sir,"  said  he,  "one  of  the  Councilmen  said 
1  would  have  got  my  pay  if  it  had  n't  been  for 
you."  They  happened  to  be  customers  of  mine, 
and  I  had  built  a  house  for  one  of  them,  and  I 
told  them  how  it  was.  They  turned  round  and  went 
off,  and  saw  how  it  was.  That  is  the  way,  Mr. 
Chairman,  tney  are  deceiving  the  poor  men  here 
ail  the  time.  I  say  we  should  turn 
round  and  help  theiri.  If  a  poor  man 
comes  to  my  place  and  wants  to  get 
on  the  street,  I  get  him  on  the  street  if  I  can.  No, 
sir;  this  is  an  illegal  order,  and  we  have  no  busi- 
ness to  spend  the  city's  money  in  this  way,  and 
there  is  not  a  member  of  this  Board  but  knows  it. 
1  hope  no  such  order  will  oass  here.  It  has  been 
Vited  down  fuur  times, and  if  it  was  in  the  Legisla- 
ture it  would  be  allowed  to  lay  on  the  table.  This 
is  the  fif  ch  time  it  has  come  down  to  us.  Now,  sir, 
we  want  to  pur  a  stop  to  this  spending  of  the 
city's  money,  and  it  is  hi^-h  time  ic  should  be 
stopped.  I  hope  that  not  a  member  of  this  Board 
will  vote  to  pass  that  order. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  wish  I  had  the  eloquence 
of  a  Webster  to  reply  to  the  gentleman.  I  am 
sure  I  don't  know  what  he  refers  to.  This  order 
originated  in  the  Common  Council,  and  not  here. 
I  don't  know  what  he  refers  to.  I  think  I  am  as 
good  a  friend  of  the  workingman  as  the  gentle- 
man who  last,  spoke.  I  have  only  stated  what  I 
have  said  before.  If  a  man  connected  with  the 
City  Hall  receives  a  vacation  without  loss  of  pay, 
I  can't  see  why  the  laboring  men  should  not  have 
a  vacation  and  take  their  pay.  He  says  the  men 
in  City  Hill  are  paid  by  the  month.  The  heads 
of  departments  are  paid  by  the  month,  but  the 
clerks  are  paid  by  the  day.  I  cannot  see  where 
there  is  anything  in  the  order  that  looks  like 
bUKCombe.  It  is  nothing  but  what  private  indi- 
viduals and  corporations  do — give  their  workmen 
a  holiday.  It  is  what  I  do  in  my  own  business, 
and  I  suppose  it  is  what  the  gentleman  himself 
does,  or  did  when  he  was  in  business,  as  I  under- 
stand he  is  not  in  business  now.  I  think  it  is  a 
proper  order,  and  hope  it  will  pass.  I  shall  cer- 
tainly give  my  vote  for  it. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  suppose  the  Alderman  on 
my  right  can  hardly  accuse  me  of  any  sickly  sen- 
timentality on  the  labor  question,  and  of  being 
afraid  to  express  my  views.  I  have  always  taken 
the  ground  that  labor  was  like  anything  else  in 
the  market,  and  was  regulated  by  supply  and  de- 
mand. But  when  it  comes  to  a  question  of  this 
kind,  when  there  is  a  legal  holiday,  when  the 
heads  or  departments  and  foremen  are  floating 
around  as  they  please,  and  when  the  poor  men 
l>se  a  day's  work  and  pay,  I  think  it  is  no  more 
than  fair,  as  Decoration  Day  is  a  legal  holiday,  to 
allow  them  to  have  a  holiday  on  that  day.  There 
are  many  days  in  the  season  when  they  do  not  get 
work  on'account  of  the  weather.  This  day  will 
be  no  more  to  them,  by  being  a  legal  holiday, 
than  any  other  day;  but  it  being  a  legal  holiday, 
I  don't  see  why  they  should  n't  have  the  same  op- 
portunity as  the  others. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  have  a  little  informa- 
tion on  this  subject.  Some  time  ago  I  managed 
to  get  a  man  on  the  Common.  I  just  leai  ned  that 
he  was  discharged  by  a  pressure  from  a  gentle- 
man in  the  other  branch,  and  have  just  sent  a 
note  to  the  Superintendent  to  know  why  he  was 
discharged.  The  chances  are  that  I  shall  get  him 
back,  aud  if  I  do  he  will  have  an  extra  day 
on  Decoratiou  Day.  Now,  I  would  like  to  know  if 
the  laboring  men  are  paid  for  Sunday  ?  I  agree 
with  the  gentleman,  that  it  the  superintendents 
and  bosses  are  absent,  and  the  men  lose  a  day  oy 
any  voluntary  act  of  their  own,  they  should  lose 
their  pay;  but  if  it  is  not  voluntary,  I  think  they 
should  not  lose  it.  1  think  we  ought  to  have  some 
advice  in  regard  to  it.  My  own  impression  is  that 
this  order  is  illegal,  and  I  doubt  whether  we 
should  pass  it  in  any  shape.  I  think  we  are  liable 
for  the  payment  of  the  men's  wages  if  they  lose 
their  wages  on  account  of  any  act  of  ours  and 
not  of  their  own. 

Tne  order  was  rejected— 3  for,  9  against.  No- 
tice sent  down. 
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PROPOSITION  FOR  LIGHTING    THE  STREET   CAMPS. 

The  follow!  Dg  was  received  and  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Lamps: 

Boston,  May  33, 1881. 

To  It  is  Honor  the  Mayor  and  Board  of  a  Mermen 
of  lite  City  of  Boston:  Gentlemen — In  compliance 
with  the  suggestion  made  in  the  valued  favor  of 
your  committee,  we  herewith  make  au  offer  for 
the  lighting,  extinguishing,  and  cleaning  of  the 
lamps  of  the  city  of  Boston,  upon  the  following 
terms  for  the  several  districts  herein  mentioned, 
to  cover  a  period  of  five  years: 

Boston,  East  Boston, South  Boston  and  Charles- 
town,  6678  lamps,  at  $5  per  post,  as  against  §5.93 
now  charged, and  one-half  the  cost  of  the  gas  saved 
shall  be  allowed  to  us.  Dorchester,  1013  lamps, 
at  $6.75,  as  against  $7.49  now  charged,  and  one- 
half  the  cost  of  the  gas  saved  shall  be  allowed 
to  us. 

The  saving  in  gas  shall  be  estimated  ou  the  fol- 
lowing basis,  which  is  that  adopted  by  the  city  of 
Salem,  where  our  method  is  iu  use.  A  stated 
time  is  now  fixed  by  cards  issued  by  your  Super- 
intendent, at  which  all  the  lamps  must  be  burn- 
ing or  extinguished.  One  hour  is  the  time  now 
allowed  for  lighting,  and  the  same  for  extin- 
guishing. Under  our  system  all  lamps  shall  be 
lighied  or  extinguished  at  that  stated  time,  tak- 
ing only  rive  minutes  for  the  whule  city.  The 
time  for  lighting  and  extinguishing  to  be  sub- 
stantially the  same  as  is  shjwn  by  your  cards  of 
1880,  lor  the  corresponding  months  ot  the  years 
of  our  contract. 

Under  thjs  method  the  saving  will  be  made  of 
one  hour's  gas  each  day--one  half  hour  in  light- 
ing and  one-half  hour  in  extinguishing— and  such 
is  estimated  to  be  the  saving  by  the  authorities  at 
Salem,  Calculated  at  your  present  cost,  there 
would  be  a  saving  of  at  least  SU,000  per  year  for 
the  lamps  id  Boston  proper,  East  Boston,  South 
Boston  and  CLarlestown  in  gas  alone;  and  for  the 
suburbs  the  economy  would  be  greater,  as  the 
price  for  gas  is  higher. 

Or,  if  the  city  should  prefer  not  to  work  on  the 
schedule  now  used,  but  to  light  earlier  or  extin- 
guish later,  we  will  contract  under  the  following 
terms  : 

To  light,  extinguish  and  clean  all  the  lamps  of 
the  city  at  a  saving  of  tea  per  cent,  upon  the  cost 
of  1880,  as  shown  by  the  published  report  of  the 
Department  of  Lamps,  with  one-halt  saving  in 
gas  allowed  to  us. 

The  city  can  then  light  simultaneously  earlier 
and  extinguish  later  than  under  the  present  sys- 
tem, thus  saving  less  gas,  but  getting  a  longer 
supply  at  less  than  the  present  cost. 

During  the  time  necessary  for  putting  our  ap- 
paratus and  process  into  operation  there  will  be 
no  necessity  for  any  section  of  the  city  to  be  de- 
prived of  a  single  lamp,  inasmuch  as  the  applica- 
tion of  our  system  does  not  interfere  with  the 
lighting  of  the  gas  by  the  lamplighters. 

We  cannot  contract  to  bury  wires  where  blast- 
ing is  necessary,  but  as  the  wire  is  not  laid  be- 
low 1%  feet  we  do  sot  anticipate  any  difficulty. 

It  is  eight  months  since  our  lighiing  and  extin- 
guishing system  has  been  in  successful  operation 
every  day,  over  from  three  to  upwards  of  six 
miles,  in  Salem,  and  during  that  period  there  has 
never  been  a  break  in  our  buried  wire. 

The  public  will  not  be  inconvenienced  by  the 
laying  of  our  wire,  as  only  one  row  of  bricks 
along  the  edgestoues  will  have  to  be  removed, 
and  one  row  of  stones  at  a  crossing,  ard  this  only 
f  ir  a  brief  interval. 

Our  patents  cover  underground,  fire-alarm,  and 
police  telephone  system  iu  combination  with  our 
lighting  uroce-s,  u>ing  but  the  one  underground 
wire,  which  may  be  availed  ot  by  the  city  at  a 
very  slight  advance.  The  boxes  now  in  circuit 
can  be  u  ed  by  the  addition  of  a  simple  mechan- 
ical attachment. 

In  conclusion,  we  beg  leave  to  say  that  satisfac- 
tory bonds  will  be  given  for  the  performance  of 
our  contraor.  Very  respectfully, 

the  Thermo  and  Electric 

&A8  Lighting  Company. 
George  Munroe  Endicott,  President. 

PETITIONS  FOR  STEAM   ENGINES. 

Petitions  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam 
engines  were  received  as  follows: 

Alfred  Chadbourne,  on  Commercial  street  oppo- 
site Linden  street,  Ward  24. 

Ogden  Codmau,  to  set  up  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
at  7  Exchange  place. 

Orders  of   notice  for   hearings  thereon  ^were 


passed,    returnable     Monday,     June   7,   at   four 
o'clock  P.  M. 

RESIGNATION. 

Alderman  Tucker  presented  a  communication 
resigning  the  position  of  Trustee  of  the  City  Hos- 
pital, to  take  effect  on  the  30th  inst. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis,  the  communi- 
cation wa3  laid  on  the  table. 

THE  PROPOSED  INCUEASK.  OF  PAY  OF  POLICE 
INSPECTORS. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Police 
Commissioners,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  increase 
tbepayofthe  Inspector  of  Intelligence  Offices 
and  other  members  of  the  Police  Department 
who  petitioned  the  City  Council  tor  an  increase  of 
pay.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

PLANS   FOR  THE   NEW  PUBLIC   LIBRARY  BUILDING. 

The  following  was  received: 

Public  Library,  Boston,  May  21, 1881. 

Samuel  F.  AfcCleary,  Esq.,  City  Clerk:  Dear 
Sir— I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  the  Hon- 
orable the  City  Council  copies  of  a  resolution 
and  vote  passed  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library  at  their  last  meeting  on  the  17th  instant. 
Very  respectfully. 

Mf.llen  Chamberlain,  Clerk. 

Voted,  That  the  Trustees  recommend  that  the 
City  Architect  in  consultation  with  them  may  he 
authortz-d  to  prepare  suitable  plans  for  a  new 
fireproof  building  proposed  to  be  erected  at  the 
corner  of  Dartmouth  and  Boylston  streets  on 
land  given  by  the  Commonwealth  on  condition 
that  "the  said  city  of  Boston  shall  within  three 
years  from  the  date  or  the  passage  of  this  act 
[April  22, 18801,  commence  the  erection  of  a  libra- 
ry building  on  said  parcel  of  land." 

Re-olved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  the  Trustees 
the  estate  adjoining  the  Public  Library  on  Boyl- 
ston street,  known  as  the  Adams  estate,  pur- 
chased for  the  enlargement  of  the  present  edifice, 
is  neither  presently  nor  prospectively  needed  for 
that  purpose,  and  therefore  they  recommend  that 
it  be  solo  and  the  proceeds  of  "such  sale  be  in- 
vested as  a  fund  to  be  applied  to  the  erection  of  a 
new  building  on  the  lot  of  land  given  by  the  Com- 
monwealth for  that  purpose. 

A  true  copy  of  the  record. 

Attesi :        Mellen  Chamberlain,  Clerk. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Library.  Sent 
down. 

MYSTIC  VALLEY   SEWER. 

The  following  was  received: 

Executive  Department,  May  23,  1881. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Boston— By  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  1881, 
entitled  "An  act  to  require  the  city  of  Boston  to 
abate  a  nuisance  in  Mystic  Lower  Pond,  for  pro- 
tecting the  purity  of  the  waters  of  said  pond,  and 
for  the  preservation  of  the  public  health,  espe- 
cially in  the  towns  of  Medford  and  Arlington," 
approved  May  13, 1881,  the  city  is  required  to  re- 
move so  much  of  the  Mystic  sewer  as  extends 
into  said  pond  and  do  other  acts  and  things 
involving  considerable  cost,  and  requiring  for 
their  execution  considerable  time  within  nine 
days  from  the  passage  of  the  act.  I  draw  your 
attention  to  the  matter,  that  you  may  take  such 
action  in  relation  thereto  as  its  importance  de- 
mands and  compliance  with  the  law  requires. 

Frederick  O.  Prince,  Mayor. 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
Mystic,  Valley  Sewer.    Sent  down. 

POLICE  CHARITABLE  FUND. 
The  annua)  report  of  the  trustees  of   the   Police 
Charitable  Fund  was  received  and  sent  down. 

Cash  balance  Mav  1,  1880 S3, 313  16 

Receipts— Fiom  the  City  Treasurer 1", 400. 00 

"  From  income 5.171.65 

gl8.8S4.81 

Payments ?15  105.00 

Cash  balance  May  J.  1881 M,77!J.81 

The  total  amount  of  the  fund  now  invested  is 
$90,350.00.  There  are  twenty-eight  beneficiaries 
of  the  fund. 

LOCATION    ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  South 
Boston  Railroad,  accepting  their  thirty-first  loca- 
tion, granted  by  this  Board.     Placed  on  file. 

EXTENSION  OF  HARRISON  AVENUE. 

A  resolve  and  order   were    received    from  the 

Street  Commissioners  for  the  extension  of  Harri- 
son avenue  from  Essex  street   to   Bedford  street, 
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at  au  adjudged  expense  of  $282,790.    Referred  to 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

METROPOLITAN    RAILROAD. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  tor  a  location  iu  Huntington  avenue, 
between  West  Chester  Park  and  Parker  street. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

THE  RE-COUNT  OF  MR.  ANTHONY'S  VOTE. 
Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following: 
The  special  committee  of  this  Board  who  were 
appointed  to  re-count  the  votes  cast  for  Benjamin 
P.  Anthony  for  Alderman  at  the  last  municipal 
election,  respectfully  report  that  they  have  at- 
tended to  that  duty,  and  find  the  whole  number 
of  votes  for  said  Anthony  to  he  20,423.  The  whole 
number  according  to  the  ward  returns  was  20,601, 
and  according  to  the  count  made  by  the  commit- 
tee of  last  year  20,502.  And  it  appears  that  said 
Anthony  has  lost  as  compared  with  the  ward  re- 
turns 178  votes,  and  as  compared  with  the  count 
made  by  the  committee  of  last  year  79  votes.  The 
committee  submit  detailed  statements  of  the 
votes  cast  for  Mr.  Anthony  as  shown  by  the  ward 
returns,  the  count  of  the  committee  of  1880  and 
of  the  present  committee,  said  statements  being 
respectively  designated  W.,  R.t  and  R.2. 

It  appearing  from  the  above  figures  that  the 
claim  of    Mr.  Anthony  to  a  seat  in   this  Board  is 
not  substantiated,  the  committee  believe  that  no 
further  action  is  necessary  in  the  premises. 
Joseph  Caldwell. 
Chas.  H.  Hersey. 
Geo.  Curtis. 
Chas.  V.  Whitten. 
J.  A.  Tucker. 
Chas.  H.  B.  Breck. 
Cyrus  S.  Haldeman. 

Committee. 
Detailed  statement  showing  number  of  votes  east  for 
Benjamin  F.  Anthony,  Dee.  14,  1880,  as  per  ward  re- 
turns, the  cotint  of  the  committee  of  1880  and  the 
count  of  special  committee  of  1881,  being  respec- 
tively designated  W.,  ft.  1  and  B.  2. 
"Ward 
Precincts.      W.  K.  1.  R.  2 

1—1 248  246  248 

2 75  74  73 

3 74  67  67 

4 38  37  37 

5 128  129  128 

563  653  553 

2—1 242  244  245 

2 257  262                         263 

3 216  210                         215 

4 253  259                       255 

9C8  975  978 

3-1 95  97                         93 

2 75  75                           75 

3 188  189                       188 

4 355  353                         354 

713  714  710 

4—1 67  67                           66 

2 158  153                        152 

3 205  206                         209 

4 67  66                         67 

497  492  494 

5—1 65  62                         63 

2 245  247                         242 

3 174  177                         177 

4 247  248                         247 

731  734  729 

6-1  332  335                       336 

2  270  276                       266 

3 297  301                        297 

4 337  347                       349 

1,236  1,259  1,248 

7—1 266  288                         288 

2 447  447  446 

3 202  204  203 

4 268  273  274 

1,183  1.212  1,211 

8-1 115  116  115 

2 244  250                         245 

3 145  143                       143 

4 407  "                    412                         411 

911  921  914 

9—1 85  85                         85 

2 68  68                         68 

3 61  61                         61 

4 206  206                       204 

420  420  418 

10-1 50  50                         50 

2 66  66                           66 

3 143  143                         143 

4 154  150                         150 

413  409  409 

11-1 48  47                         47 

2 31  31                         31 

3 163  162                         163 

4 105  97                         95 

5  49  45                         45 

396           —  382           381 

12-1 343  333                       332 

2 336  330  328 

3  315  315  312 


Ward 

Precincis. 

W. 

R.I. 

R.  2. 

12-4 

...123 

125 

125 



1,117 



1,101 



1,097 

13-1 

..369 

369 

364 

2 

..469 

457 
217 
272 

456 
216 
274 

3 

..473 

4 

..273 

1,856 

279 

1,594 

279 

1.589 

14-1 

.  269 

267 

257 

2 

..150 

144 

147 

3 

..170 

170 

170 

4 

..164 

154 

154 

5 

..116 

116 

115 



849 



841 

843 

15-1 

..384 

387 

385 

2 

..  127 

125 
118 

125 
119 

3 

..113 

4 

..149 

773 

150 

780 

148 

777 

16-1 

..195 

208 

195 

219 

219 

3 

..512 

512 

512 

4 

..141 

141 

141 



1,066 



1,080 



1,067 

17-1 

..  58 

57 

57 

2 

..116 

116 

116 

3 

.296 

295 

295 

4 

..252 

251 

250 



724 



719 



718 

18—1 

..  43 

43 

51 

42 
52 

2 

..  52 

3 

..  69 

68 

69 

.211 

208 

210 



375 



370 



373 

19—1 

..493 

493 

490 

2 

..380 

374 

378 

3 

..298 

403 
381 

399 
382 

4 

..370 



1,541 

^— . 

1,651 



1,649 

20-1 

..432 

439 

438 

2 

..307 

309 

307 

3 

..260 

262 

260 

4 

.102 

102 

102 

5 

..166 

166 

165 



1,267 



1,278 



1,27  2 

21-1 

..  96 

95 

93 

2 

..109 

101 

104 

3 

..  56 

57 

56 

A 

..  66 

62 

61 

5 

..142 

139 

142 



469 



454 



456 

22-1 

..323 

334 

336 

2 

..287 

303 
197 

288 
197 

3...:.. 

...197 



807 



834 



821 

23-1 

..  72 

.72 

70 

2 

..179 

177 

179 

3 

..  47 

49 

47 

4 

..193 

219 

218 

B 

..142 

633 

135 

652 

135 

649 

24-1 

..108 

119 

114 

2 

..141 

142 

140 

...  95 

95 
111 

94 
111 

4 

..111 

..  50 

52 
89 

50 
89 

6 

..119 



624 



608 



698 

25—1 

...179 

179 

178 

2 

..112 

112 

113 

3 

..178 

469 

178 

469 

178 

469 

20,601 


20,423 


Alderman  Frost— Inasmuch  as  I  suppose  this  is 
the  final  and  last  report  upon  the  election  of 
members  of  this  Board,  I  had  hoped  this  commit- 
tee would  report  a  little  more  fully  on  some  mat- 
ters which  were  referred  to  them,  as  I  understood 
the  order,  and  particularly  in  regard  to  a  matter 
referred  to  by  them  in  the  second  recount,  in  re- 
gard to  what  is  generally  called  "doctoring"  the 
ballots,  where  a  great  many  ballots,  in  particu- 
larly two  precincts  (about  forty,  I  believe),  were 
crossed  in  a  peculiar  manner.  I  wish  to  know 
from  the  committee  whether  that  subject  was 
investigated,  and  if  so,  whether  they  did  not  find 
a  very  much  larger  number  than  forty.  I  am 
sorry  to  trouble  the  committer  by  asking  imper- 
tinent questions,  but  I  do  feel  that  the  public 
have  not  been  fully  informed  in  the  matter  of  this 
election.  To  speak  plainly,  I  think  th»r»  are  strong 
indications  that  there  were  great  frauds  in  the 
count  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  last  year, and  I 
think  every  committee  who  have  examined  into 
the  matter'  were  so  satisfied,  but  the  facts  have 
not  been  reported  to  this  Board,  and  nothing  has 
gone  out  ro  the  public  except  some  few  remarks 
of  yourself  and  "others  in  regard  to  the  counting 
up  of  one  man  and  the  counting  down  of  another, 
the  counting  in  of  oue  man  and  the  counting  out 
of  another,  and  nothing  has  been  reported  iu  re- 
gard to  the  doctoring  of  ballots  or  anything  of 
that  kind,  t  think  the  very  few  of  our  people 
who  have  watched  this  whole    proceeding   are 
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folly  satisfied  as  to  who  are  responsible  for  it, 
but  the  matter  has  gone  back  and  forth  and  been 
so  long  before  the  public  that  they  have  become 
apathetic  and  do  not  understand  it  as  people  do 
who  have  looked  into  it  carefully.  Now,  I  wmt 
to  ask  the  committer  if  they  have  investigated 
any  matters  they  have  not  reported,  and  when 
they  have  reported  in  regard  totheru;  1  do  not 
propose  to  push  the  matter  any  further.  I  have 
no  enemies  to  nuni9h,  and  ouly  care  about  it  so 
far  as  the  punlic  are  concerned. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  don't  know  that  the 
committee  have  any  information  in  regard  to 
frauds.  So  f?r  as  the  count  is  concerned,  the 
committee  have  reported  the  ballots  just  as  they 
found  them.  There  were  some  ballots  in  the 
boxes  that  had  marks  on  ttiem  which  were  very 
much  alike.  The  committee  are  not  well  enough 
posted  to  say  when  the  marks  were  made,  whether 
before  they  were  cast  into  the  box,  or  when.  The 
committee  were  not  in  possession  of  any  facts 
which  would  warrant  them  in  saying  that  the 
ballots  were  doctored,  as  the  Alderman  calls  it, 
or  anything  of  the  kind.  There  were  certain 
ballots  that  were  marked  in  a  peculiar  way,  and 
that  is  all  the  committee  can  say.  If  there  is  any 
question  in  particular  that  the  gentleman  would 
like  to  ask,  the  committee  will  be  happy  to 
answer  it. 

Alderman  Frost— What  I  wish  to  know  is  about 
bow  many  of  those  ballots  were  thrown  out.  I 
did  not  suppose  this  or  any  other  committee  of 
this  Board  had  gone  far  enough  into  this  investi- 
gation to  positively  fasten  this  matter  upon  any 
one  man;  but  I  do  wisb  to  know  as  to  what  pre- 
cinc*s  thev  found  those  ballots  in,  and  whether  it 
was  all  done  under  the  count  or  supervision  of 
one  man  or  two.  I  think  the  public  ougbtto 
know  that. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  don't  know  as  the  com- 
mittee can  give  any  information  as  to  whether 
those  ballots  were  marked;  whether  previous  to 
their  going  into  the  ballot  box  or  afterwards,  or 
on  the  way  from  the  polls  to  die  City  Hall.  We 
found  a  certain  number  of  ballots  that  had  pecu- 
liar marks  on  rheui,  and  I  will  give  the  Alderman 
the  best  information  I  have: 

In  Ward  17,  Precinct  1,  there  were  some  pecu- 
liarly scratched  bnllots.  6  against  Thompson  and 
Frost,  and  1  against  Thompson,  making  7.  By 
them  Frost  lost  C;  Thompson  lost  7.  In  Precinct 
3  there  were  11  scratches  against  Frost  and 
Thompson,  4  against  Frost,  1  against  Thompson, 
2  against  Curtis,  1  against  Tucker  and  Breck— 
making  19  in  all.  Frost  lost  15,  Thompson  12, 
Curtis  2,  Tucker  1  and  Breck  1. 

In  Ward  20,  Precinct  1,  there  were  5  scratches 
against  Frost  and  Thompson,  1  against  Frost, 
Thompson  and  Dexter,  1  against  Frost,  Thomp- 
son, Dexter  and  Curtis,  5  atrainst  Frost,  1  against 
Thompson— making  13  in  ail.  Frost's  loss  was  12, 
Thompson's  8,  Dexter's  2,  Curtis's  1.  In  Precinct 
5  there  was  a  peculiar  mark  on  some  ballots — 
Frost,  Thompson,  Dexter,  Curtis,  Whidden,  Her- 
sey,  Slade,  Viles,  Tucker,  Breck,  Whitten  and 
Ca'ldwell— all  the  12  names  being  scratched  off.  On 
11!  ballots  Frost,  Thompson,  D.  xter,  Curtis,  Whid- 
den  and  Hersey  were  scratched  off;  on  1,  Frost, 
Thompson  and  Curtis,  and  on  11,  Frost  and 
Thompson — making  29  scratches  in  all.  Frost's 
loss  was  29,  Thompson  s  29,  Dexter's  17,  Curtis  18, 
Whidden  17.  Mersey's  17,  and  Slade,  Viles,  Tuck- 
er. Breck,  Whitten  and  Caldwell  1  each. 

In  Ward  23.  Precinct  4,  tbere  were  three 
scratches  against  Thompson,  Frost.  Dexter,  Cur- 
tis, Whidden  and  Hersey,  1  against  Whidden, 
Dexter,  Tucker,  Curtis,  Breck  and  Whitten,  and 
1  against  Dexter— five  scratches  in  all.  Dexter's 
loss  was  5,  Whidden  and  dims  4  each,  Thomp- 
son, Frost  and  He^ey,  3  each,  Tucker,  Whitten 
and  Breck  1  each. 

In  Ward  24,  Precinct  2,  there  was  one  scratch 
against  Dexter,  Frost,  Thompson,  Whidden, 
Hersey,  Curtis,  Slade,  Viles,  Tucker,  Breck, 
Whitten,  Caldwell,  and  six  against  Dexter,  mak- 
ing seven  in  all.  Dexter  lost  seven,  and  the 
others  named  one  each.  In  Precinct  six,  there 
were  two  scratches  against  Dexter,  ami  one 
against  Fro-t  and  Dexter,  making  three  in  all. 
Dex'er  lost  three,  and  Frost;  one. 

In  Wara  25,  Precinct  3.  there  were  22  S'-ratches 
against  Frost,  Dexter,  Curtis.  Whidden.  Hersey 
and  Thompson,  and  1  against  Frost,  Dexter  and 
Curtis,  making  23;  Dexter.  Frost  and  Curtis  lost 
23  each,  Whidden,  riersey  and  Thompson  lost  22 
eacb. 

The  total  number  of  scratches  of  this  kind  was 
as  follows: 


Ward.  Precinct.  Scratches. 

17 1  7 

17 3  19 

20..     I  13 

20 5  29 

23 4  5 

24                                                        2  7 

M...r!!l."'..!""''.'.'."'.'.'.'.'.'.'..'.'.,,e  3 

25 3  23 
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17-1 12  6  17            7 
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20-5 31  29  35          29  15           17 

23-4 26  3  25            3  33             5 

24—2 1  ..              1  7              7 

24—0 11....  3  3 

25-3 26  «3  22             2  31           23 
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Alderman  Caldwell— As  regards  the  way  the 
marks  were  made  the  committee  have  no  infor- 
mation. 

Alderman  Frost— I  would  like  to  ask  whether 
the  committee  examined  in  all  this  array  of 
figures  the  gentleman  has  named  of  ballots 
scratched  for  Frost  and  others  in  a  peculiar  man- 
ner, as  to  whose  supervision  those  ballots  were 
under  at  the  first  count?  That  is  what  I  wish  to 
get  at;  whether  all  tbose  ballots  went  through  the 
hands  of  one  Alderman  or  two  or  more?  I  will 
not  a*k  the  Alderman  to  name  the  gentleman; 
but  what  1  want  to  know  is  whether  or  not,  as  ru- 
mor has  it,  all  the  precincts  were  counted  by  one 
man  ? 

Alderman  Caldwell— The  committee  went  into 
no  investigation  that  we  are  aware  of  in  regard 
to  any  party  or  any  one.  The  committee  took 
this  subject  into  consideration  and  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  under  all  the  circumstances  it 
would  be  better  to  report  as  we  have  reported, 
that  nothing  would  be  gained,  and  it  would  be  of 
no  benefit,  and  be  only  a  question  of  time  and 
trouble,  to  go  into  an  investigation. 

Alderman  Viles  — [  did  not  propose  to  say  any- 
thing on  this  question  at  all.  I  think  we  have 
had  enough  of  ballots;  but  as  the  Alderman  has 
opened  the  qutstion  I  think  I  am  in  duty  bound 
to  say  a  word.  The  Board  will  probably  reinem- 
bei  tnat  during  the  debate  at  the  time  when  this 
matter  was  nefore  us,  Alderman  Flynn  asked  me 
how  I  cou'.d  explain  in  regard  to  the  scratched 
ballots  iu  one  nrecinct  which  I  counted, and  he  in- 
timated that  they  were  not  scratched  until  they 
came  into  my  hands  on  the  committee.  I  think  I 
made  it  plain  to  the  Board  at  that  time  that  I 
neither  sorted  or  counted  that  precinct, 
and  I  believe  the  Board  so  understand 
it.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  Chairman 
of  the  committee  if,  iu  all  tlie  examination 
of  the  scratched  ballots,  they  found  anything 
that  pointed  directly  or  indirectly  to  me  in  re- 
gard to  those  ballots?  If  he  says  he  has  found  it 
so,  I  shall  ask  for  a  thorough  investigation,  and 
request  the  privilege  of  coining  before  the  com- 
mittee. 

Alderman  Caldwell— In  answer  to  the  question 
of  the  gentleman,  I  would  say  that  we  have  found 
nothing. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  respectfully  protest 
against  this  debate  going  on  in  this  way.  It  is 
said  that  no  man  should  shout  until  he  is  out  of 
the  woods.  For  a  few  weeks  my  seat  was  eon- 
tested.  Finally  I  got  out  of  the  woods,  and  I 
have  n't  had  my  shout  yet.  There  have  been 
three  counts.  I  think  that  this  Board  of  Alder- 
men, having  reversed  the  first  recount  and  un- 
seated one  of  the  members  of  this  Hoard  and 
given  his  seat  to  the  gentleman  upon  my  left, 
have  certainly  done  their  duty.  They  have  gone 
before  the  world  with  a  reversal  of  a  wrong  act, 
and  I  think  it  is  time  that  this  Board  received 
credit  for  doing  an  act  of  simple  justice;  and 
when  another  parly  asks  to  have  his  vote 
recounted,  and  a  third  committee  is  appointed 
and  goes  to  work  and  counts  the  ballots  again, 
for  no  purpose  except  merely  that  of  satis- 
fying clamor,  I  thnk  the  gentleman  on  my  left  is 
wrong,  alter  having  the  seat  given  him,  to  raise 
further  questions  as  to  the  character  of  this 
Board  01  Aldermen.  I  think  it  is  unbecoming.  I 
think  tiie  Board  have  cleaned  and  purified  tbem- 
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selves  by  giving  him  ins  seat,  and  this  debating 
and  going  Into  details  and  tracing  up  alleged 
crookedness  is  stepping  beyond  the  bounds  of 
decency  or  reason.  This  iajst  committee  went 
ovei  the  ballots  carefully  and  Investigated  it  as 
far  as  possible.  >.'<<  matter  what  those  ballots  are 
ot  were,  tiny  are  not  In  sufficient  numbers  to  af- 
fect any  man's  seat  or  change  any  results.  No 
good  can  come  from  this  debate,  and  a  great  deal 
of  evil  may.  It  will  answer  no  good  purpose  and 
only  satisfy  a  morbid  curiosity.  1  hope  the  de- 
bate will  be  stopped  just  where  it  is  and  nothing 
more  be  said. 

Alderman  Frost— I  certainly  did  not  wish  tore- 
fleet  upon  any  member  of  this  Bo*rd— certainly 
uot  as  to  the  "large  majority  of  this  Board.  I  did 
not  wish  to  reflect  upon  any  man.  What  I  did 
wish  was  this:  That  certain  men  might  be  cleared 
from  a  load  that  is  upon  them,  which  I  think  they 
should  not  be  able  to  carry.  Astomoibid  curi- 
osity and  insulting  this  Hoard,  I  certainly  did  not 
wish  to  intimate  such  a  thing.  As  to  any  mem- 
ber who  is  counted  in  this  year,  I  think  the  pub- 
lic are  well  satisfied  with  the  other  count.  But 
what  1  did  say  was  that  there  were  certain  mat- 
teis  of  doubt  in  regard  to  this  matter  which  I 
hoped  might  be  cleared  up.  As  to  the  committee 
of  last  year,  I  do  not  believe  a  majoriiy  of  them  will 
think  I  have  accused  them  of  anything  unfair,  or 
that  I  wished  to  accuse  them  of  dishonesty.  I 
only  wished  to  clear  those  who  were  under  sus- 
picion, and  now  say  that  I  do.  But  if  there  is  one 
or  more  who  have  committed  this  fraud  I  don't 
wish  them  to  escape  from  any  squeamishness 
from  what  I  have  said. 

Alderman  Woolley-  As  one  of  the  Committee 
on  Recount  of  last  year,  I  wish  to  repeat  what  1 
have  before  said.  1  hold  myself  personally  re- 
sponsible for  the  ballots  in  the  precincts  which  I 
couuted,  from  the  time  they  came  into  my  hands, 
with  my  clerk,  until  they  went  from  my  hands. 
What  happened  to  them  after  they  went  out  of 
my  hands  I  am  not  accountable  for.  I  have  made 
my  statement  here  and  am  willing  to  stand  by 
it.  There  was  a  large  number  of  scratched  bal- 
lots; bur,  it  i«  well  known  to  members  of  this 
Board  that  those  ballots  passed  into  one  or  two 
hands  before  that  committee  took  them,  and  that 
they  passed  into  one  or  two  other  haDds  before 
the  second  committee  took  them.  What  hap- 
pened to  them  we  are  not  responsible  for.  I  only 
want  to  say  that  whatever  ballots  were  counted 
while  in  my  hands  I  am  responsible  for.  I  don't 
put  it  on  my  clerk  at  all,  I  hold  myself  responsi- 
ble for  them  then,  and  no  farther. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

WATERING-  TROUGH  IN  BRIGHTON   AVENUE. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Water,  to 
whom  was  referred  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
the  petition  of  Henry  Jacobs  and  others  for  a 
watering-trough  to  be  located  at  the  corner  of 
Nonantum  and  Market  streets,  Brighton,  having 
considered  the  subject,  would  respectfully  rec- 
ommend that  the  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Water  Board,  and  that  the  following  order  be 
adopted. 

For  the  Committee, 

Joseph  Caldwell,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Water  Board  be  re- 
quested to  establish  a  watering-trough  at  the 
corner  of  Nonantum  and  Market  streets,  Brigh- 
ton. 

Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

THE- SEVENTEENTH    OF     JUNE     CELEBRATION. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following: 
The  joint  special  committee  appointed  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  celebration  of  the  Seven- 
teenth of  June  beg  leave  to  represent  that  the 
appropriation  placed  in  their  hands  for  the  pur- 
pose is  insufficient  to  enable  them  to  carry  out 
the  plans  they  wish  to  adopt  for  the  proper  ob- 
servance of  the  day.  It  is  understood  that  some 
special  features  are  to  be  introduced  in  the  cele- 
bration this  year  by  the  citizens,  that,  to  be  suc- 
cessful, will  require  more  or  less  cooperation  on 
the  part  of  the  committee.  The  Bunker  Hill 
Monument  Association  propose  dedicating  with 
appropriate  ceremonies  the  statue  of  General 
Prescott,  to  be  placed  upon  their  grounds.  It  is 
expected  that  the  civic  and  military  parade  will 
be  more  elaborate  and  extensive  than  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  past.  These  matters  combine  to  ex- 
cite among  the  citizens  of  Charlestown  an  unu- 
sual degree  of  interest  in  the  coining  celebration, 
and  under  the  circumstances    your  committee 


feel  justified  In  asking  the  City  Council  for  a  sec- 
ond appropriation.  The  committee  believe  that 
$1000  added  to  the  amount  already  placed  in 
their  hands  will  be  sufficient  to  enable  them  to 
carry  out  their  plans  successfully,  and  they 
therefore  recommend  the  passage  if  the  follow- 
ing order.  For  i  lie  Committee, 

Joseph  Caldwrll,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  amount  here- 
tofore appropriated  to  be  expended  for  the  cele- 
bration on  the  Seventeenth  of  June  next,  of  the 
anniversary  ot  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  there  be 
appropriated  and  allowed  a  further  sum  ot  .$1000; 
said  sum  lo  oe  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
Incidental  expenses. 

Alderman  Caldwell— The  committee  had  two 
meetings  and  find  they  are  getting  very  short  of 
funds  in  order  to  meet  the  wishes  of  th°  people. 
There  have  been  many  applications  from  the 
military  and  civic  organizations.  More  than 
that,  the  Monument  Association  have  a  statue 
of  General  Prescott  which  they  intend  to  unveil 
that  dav.  Taking  into  consideration  all  the  mat- 
ters going  on  on  that  dav,  the  committee  feel 
under  obligations  to  bring  in  this  request.  If  the 
govern ment  does  not  see  fit  to  grant  it  we  will 
have  to  do  the  best  we  can.  It  seems  almost  im- 
possible to  meet,  the  demand  without  an  addi- 
tional appropriation. 

Alderman  Viles—  If  in  order,  I  would  move  to 
amend  the  order  that  one  thousand  dollars  be 
transferred  from  the  appropriation  of  fifteen 
thousand  dollars  for  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth 
of  July. 

Alderman  Caldwell — It  dou't  make  any  differ- 
ence to  the  committee  where  the  money  comes 
from.  This  has  to  go  to  the  Council,  and  if  they 
should  decline  to  make  the  transfer,  we  should 
lose  much  valuable  vime.  This  is  a  much  smaller 
committee  than  the  one  on  the  Fourth  of  July.  I 
should  prefer  to  have  the  order  passed  as  it  is. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  hope  the  amendment  of 
Alderman  Viles  will  be  voted  down.  The  Coun- 
cil certainly  would  not  concur— at  least  [  judge 
so  from  the  feeling  there — and  the  result  would 
be  that  the  Seventeenth  of  June  celebration 
would  not  get  its  $  1000  additional. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  hope  the  Aldermen  will  not 
vote  the  amendment,  but  that  the  gentleman  will 
withdraw  it.  We  find  in  going  over  the  claims 
that  there  are  over  $1300.  We  find  that  we  can 
give  only  some  of  the  organizations  $50  and  others 
$75.  We  nave  to  give  the  Eighth  Regi- 
ment $200  instead  of  $500,  and  that  will 
pay  for  the  collation.  A  thousand  dol- 
lars comes  from  the  appropriation  and  $375 
from  a  fund  left  for  rhe  celebration.  Although 
I  am  opposed  to  spending  much  money  in  cele- 
brations, I  still  think  the  City  Council  should  ap- 
propriate a  thousand  dollars  more  for  this  one.  I 
hops  we  will  pass  the  order,  and  that  the  Alder- 
man will  withdraw  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Viles — The  Board  will  remember  that 
we  have  $4000  more  appropriated  for  the  Fourth 
of  July  this  year  than  we  have  made  for  the  last 
ten  years.  1  think  the  $4000  extra  will  make  all 
the  noise  that  the  Alderman  on  my  left  wants. 

The  amendment  was  rejected--3  for,  9  against. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  11,  nays  1— Alder- 
man "Viles  votirg  nay.    Sent  down. 

PERMITS    FOR     STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  : 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stables  as  follows  : 

Gideon  Brown,  Harvard  avenue,  near  Brighton 
avenue,  Ward  25. 

Arthur  Noble,  Cottage  street,  Ward  23. 

James  H.  Deland,  101  and  103  Bunker  Hill 
street,  Ward  3. 

Frederick  L.  Ames,  on  Newbury  street,  Ward  11. 

Ruth  H  Tompson,  on  Ward  street,  near  Par- 
ker street. 

Severally  accepted. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Licenses: 

The  Committee  on  Licenses,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Frank  r*.  Stone  for  leave  to 
open  the  "Webster  Gardens,"  so  called,  in  Ward 
24,  for  amusement  exhibitions,  during  the  ensu- 
ing summer  season,  and  also  the  remonstrance  of 
Edward  I.  Browne,  attorney  for  George  D. 
Welles  and  others,  owners  of  property  in  that 
vicinity,  against  the  issue  of  auy  license  for  that 
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purpose,  report  that  they  gave  a  public  hearing 
to  all  parties  on  this  subject;  that  it  was  gener- 
ally admitted  that  said  garden*,  as  conducted 
last  year,  without  a  special  license,  were  a  very 
great  nuisance  to  the  residents  in  the  vicinity: 
that  the  premises  were  not  enclosed  by  any 
fence,  which  tact  permitted  the  patrons  of  the 
place  to  roam  at  will  upon  the  grounds 
of  other  persons,  and  that  the  entertainments 
there  were  of  a  low  order,  which  attracted  an  in- 
discriminate class  of  spectators  to  the  place, 
At  the  present  hearing  it  was  developed  that  the 
management  of  the  place  had  changed;  that  the 
premises  were  now  enclosed  by  a  fence,  which 
would  restrain  the  patrons  within  the  enclosure; 
that  the  present  proprietor  is  himself  a  temper- 
ance man,  who  pledged  to  the  committee  not  to 
allow  any  intoxicating  liquor  or  beer  to  be  used 
on  the  premises,  and  his  intention  to  present 
only  amusements  of  an  unexceptionable  charac 
ter.  Your  committee  feel  that  these  summer 
gardens  have  become  a  necessity  to  people  of 
moderate  means,  who  can  have  no  other  recrea- 
tion in  warm  weather  than  to  make  these  cheap 
excursions  into  the  country  occasionally,  and  it 
these  gardens  are  properly  conducted  they  can 
be  of  gieat  benefit  to  the  great  body  of  the*  peo- 
ple who  are  not  able  to  leave  the  city  for  extend- 
ed journeys,  tinder  the  pledge  given  to  the 
committee  that  the  present  proprietor  will  do  all 
in  his  power  to  redeem  thi«  place  from  its  former 
bad  reputation,  the  committee  are  disposed  to 
grant  him  the  necessary  license  under  proper  re- 
strictions. They  therefore  report  the  following 
order.  For  the  Commitee, 

Chas.  U.  B.  Breck,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  a  license  be  granted  Frank  P 
Stone  to  give  musical  entertainments  and  other 
diversions  during  the  ensuiug  summer  season  at 
the  Webster  Gardens,  so  called,  in  Waru  21,  on 
condition  that,  no  exhibitions  of  pugilism  or 
wrestling  be  allowed;  that  a  suitable  police  force 
of  not  less  than  one  patrolman  insiue,  and  one 
patrolman  outside  of  said  gardens  be  employed 
to  preserve  order,  and  that  no  amusements  or 
performances  be  exhibited  on  Sundays  except  sa- 
cred concrets. 

Order  passed. 

Minors'  Applications  Granted— One  bootblack, 
one  newsboy.    Accepted. 

TREES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds 
on  the  part  of  the  Board: 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  petition 
of  George  W.  Barker  et  al.,  for  the  removal  of  a 
tree  from  sidewalk  of  226  Bowen  street.  Ac- 
cepted. 

BRIGHTON  SQUARE. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds  be 
authorized  to  grade  and  put  in  order  the  lot  of 
land  recently  purchased  for  a  public  square,  at 
the  junction  of  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  and  Rock- 
land street;  the  expense  not  exceeding  $2330;  to 
be  charged  to  the  special  appropriation  for  Brigh- 
ton square.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

FANEUIL     HALL. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  in  favor  of  granting 
the  use  of  said  hall  as  follows: 

H.  R  O'D  mnell  et  al  ,  to  use  said  hall  on  Aug. 
4,  for  a  temperance  convention.    Accepted. 

Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery,  to  use  said 
ball  on  the  2Gth  instant  for  the  reception  of  the 
Worcester  Continentals. 

FIELD    DRIVER    APPOINTED. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order— that  Daniel 
W.  Clark  be  and  he  is  hereby  appointed  a  Field 
Driver  and  Pound  Keeper  for  East  Boston  in  place 
of  Patrick  B.  Wynne,  who  declines  the  appoint- 
ment.   Passed.    Sent  down, 

LANTERNS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings on  the  part  of  the  Board  in  favor  of  grant- 
ing petitions  as  follows: 

George  T.  Sears,  to  project  an  electric  light  in 
front  of  Blackstone  Bank  building,  ]3G  Hanover 
street,  corner  Union  street. 

Sylvester  A.  Brown,  to  project  a  druggists' 
mortar  in  front  of  1553-57  Washington  street. 

Hall  &  Whipple,  to  project  two  electric  lights 
from  their  hotel,  one  on  Cornhill  court  and  the 
other  on  Court  square. 

Severally  accepted. 


Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Reports  and  orders  for  hearings  or,  Tuesday, 
May  31,  inst.,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  the  expe- 
diency of  constructing  sewers,  as  follows: 

In  Warren  street,  Roxbury,  between  Clifford 
and  Woodbine  streets. 

In  Dell  avenue,  Roxbury. 

In  Dorchester  avenue,  between  Park  and  Gib- 
son streets. 

Orders  severally  passed. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  is  hereby 
authorized  to  sign  an  agreement  with  the  Boston 
&  Albany  Railroad  Corporation  relative  to  the 
extension  of  the  Fairfield-street  sewer  across  the 
property  of  said  corporation. 

Fassed.    Sent  down. 

Orders  to  build  sewers  as  follows: 

In  Brooks  street,  between  Condor  and  Falcon 
streets. 

In  Hartford  street,  Dorchester,  southwardly 
from  Howard  avenue,  and  through  land  of  Wil- 
liam Gray,  Jr. 

In  Blue  Hill  avenue,  between  Quincy  and  May- 
woodsjstreet,  andin  Maywood  street  westerly  from 
Blue  Hill  avenue. 

In  Fairfield  street,  from  the  passageway  be- 
tween Marlborough  street  and  Commonwealth 
avenue  to  Boylstoh  street,  and  across  land  of  the 
.Boston  &  Albany  Railroau  to  Huntington  avenue. 

In  Broadway  extension  between  Harrison 
avenue  and  Washington  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

BROADWAY    EXTENSION. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  : 

Order  to  pay  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad 
Corporation  $48,500  for  lanu  taken  and  damages 
occasioned  by  the  extension  of  Broadway,  from 
Albany  street  to  Washington  street,  on  the 
usual  conditions,  and  upon  paying  to  the  city  the 
sum  of  $2450  for  retaining  walls  built  upon  their 
land,  as  per  agreement;  and  that  said  sum  of 
$48,500  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Broad- 
way Extension. 

Alderman  Viles— That  is  rather  a  large  sum  to 
pass  here  without  any  questions  being  asked,  but 
I  should  like  to  have  the  order  take  its  second 
reading.  The  commissioners  awarded  $43,500. 
We  have  settled  with  the  company  in  some  other 
matters,  they  have  given  to  the  city  what  we 
asked  and  they  pay  back  $2450.  The  commission- 
ers think  it  a  very  equitable  settlement. 

The  order  was  passed. 

MARKET    HOUSES    TO  BE  CLOSED  ON    DECORATION 
DAY. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  -"n  order— That  Faneuil 
Hall  market  houses  be  closed  on  Monday  next 
(Decoration  Day)  on  and  after  ten  o'clock  A.  M. 

Passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade,  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  of  leave  to  with  iraw  on  petion  of  Leo- 
pold Morse  et  al.  for  leave  to  lay  steam  pipes  un- 
der streets  ol  this  city,  the  city  not  having  the 
authority  to  grant  the  right  without  legislative 
authority.    Accepted. 

Reports  in  favor  of  gr  nting  the  following  pe- 
titions: Leopold  Morse  et  al.,  for  flagging  cross- 
ing across  Beacon  street  at  Brimmer  street; 
Charles  H.  Hersey,  for  a  crosswalk  on  First  street 
at  corner  of  C  street. 

Order  to  pay  William  J.  Sullivan  $300  for  grade 
damages  at  310  Bolton  street.    i'as-ed. 

Orders  to  establish  th«  levised  grades  of 
Draper  street,  between  Arcadia  and  Robinson 
r.treets,  Dorchester;  of  Saratoga  street,  between 
Chelsi-a  and  Bremen  streets.  East  Boston;  to 
sprinkle  Dorchester  avenue,  from  South  Boston 
line  to  Field's  Corner;  Commercial  street,  from 
Pleasant  street  to  Dorchester  avenue;  Adams 
street,  fiom  Bowclnjn  street  to  Field's  Corner,and 
Cabot  street;  for  edgestones  and  paved  gutters 
on  the  southerly  side  of  Ashmont  street,  between 
Dorchester  avenue  and  Cariuth  street.  Orders 
passed. 

Reports  and  orders  to  pave  the  sidewalk  adja- 
cent to  estate  on  northerly  corner  of  Linwood 
street  and  Linwood  square,  wiih  brick;  to  grant 
permission  to  Naylor  &  Co.  to  lay  an  iron  pipe 
under  Dorchester  avenue,  from  Dorr  street  to  the 
Norway  Iron  Works,  for  the  purpose  of  convey- 
ing water,  under  The   usual   conditions;    and   to 
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abate  and  reassess  certain  edgestone  and  side- 
walk assessments  on  J.  P.  Clark  and  others.  Or- 
ders passed. 

Reports  in  fivor  of  granting  petitions  of  M. 
Coyle  and  James  Wall  to  move  wooden  buildings. 
Severally  accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of  Panvers  Savings 
Bank,  38  and  40  Clarence  street,  and  D.  H.  Mc- 
Kay, 49  and  51  Munroe  street;  Charles  N.  Dean, 
16  and  18  Wilmont  street;  Alden  Frink,  19  Wil- 
mont  street;  Charles  A.  Dean,  corner  of  Wilmont 
and  Elmore  streets.    Orders  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  in  favor  of  brick  sidewalks 
in  front  of  estates  of  Leander  B.  Abbott,  15  Clar- 
ence street;  N.  W.  Rice,  341  Commonwealth  ave- 
nue; S.E.Wright,  76  Dennis  street;  Ivory  Har- 
mon, 551  East  Fifth  street;  James  McCahe,  207 
and  209  Havre  street;  John  Mahoney,  223  Havre 
street.    Orders  passed. 

FIRE-EXTINGUISHING  APPARATUS. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Fire  Department,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Boston  Manufac- 
turers' Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  for  leave 
to  construct  a  wooden  building  for  the  purpose 
of  testing  tire-extinguishing  apparatus  therein, 
having  considered  the  subject,  respectfully  rec- 
ommend the  passage  of  the  following  order. 
For  the  Committee, 

William  Woolley,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  oetition  of  the  Boston  Manu- 
facturer's Mutual  Insurance  Company  be  referred 
to  the  Inspector  of  Buildings,  for  such  action  as 
may  be  authorized  by  the  statutes  and  ordinances 
relating  to  buildings. 

Orders  passed.    Sent  down. 

BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Bridges; 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  expend  the  sum  of  $800  in  repairing 
Chelsea-street  bridge;  said  sum  to  be  in  addition 
to  the  amount  heretolore  appropriated  for  the 
purpose,  and  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  bridges. 

Passed. 

LEASE    APPROVED. 
Alderman  Woolley  presented  the   lease   of  the 
city  to  Ames  Plow  Company  of  a  portion  of   the 
Quincy   Market   building,  dated  April  1, 1881,  for 
three  years,  and  it  was  approved  by  the  Board. 

PERMIT    FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines: 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  H.  Wentworth  to 
locate  and  use  steam  engine  at  151  and  153  Milk 
street.    Accepted. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized  to  execute  on  behalt  of  the 
city  an  instrument  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solic- 
itor, releasing  the  conditions  in  the  words  follow- 
ing: "The  buildiugs  which  may  be  erected  on 
said  lot  shall  be  of  a  width  of  not  less  than  twen- 
ty-four feet."  "No  building  which  may  be  erect- 
ed on  said  lot  shall  be  less  than  2V2  stories  in 
height,  exclusive  of  the  basement  arid  attic;  no? 
shall  said  building  be  used  or  occupied  as  a  site 
or  blacksmith's  shop,  or  for  foundery  purposes." 
"It  is  agreed  that  said  building  may  have  exte- 
rior walls  of  brick,  stone,  iron  or  wood,"  from  the 
agreement  given  by  the  city  to  Darius  Eddy,  to 
convey  him  a  parcel  of  land  therein  described  on 
Gibson  street,  in  that  part  of  Boston  formerly 
Dorchester,  and  dated  Dec.  18,  1871.  Also  that 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he  hereby  is  author- 
ized to  declare  in  said  instrument  on  behalf  of 
the  city  that  any  deed  to  be  given  said  Eddy, 
upon  the  completion  of  said  requiiements  in  the 
agreement  mentioned,  the  conditions  remainiog 
after  the  release  of  those   above  mentioned,  shall 


be  regarded  and  considered  by  the  city  as  restric 
tions  merely,  and  that  it  will  not   claim   any  for- 
feiture of  the  land  described  in  said  deed  by  rea- 
son of  any  breach  of  such  conditions. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
respectfully  report  upon  the  petition  of  James 
Guild  for  a  modification  of  certain  conditions  in 
deeds  from  the  city  of  certain  land  on  West 
Brookline  street,  in  which  he  is  interested,  so  that 
such  conditions  may  hold  upon  said  land  in  the 
form  of  restrictions  merely,  the  accompanying 
order  effecting  the  desited  change. 
For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
beieby  is  authorized  to  execute  on  tbe  part  of  the 
city  an  instrument  satisfactory  to  the  city  where- 
by tne  city  sh^.11  deolare,  so  far  as  it  may  law- 
fully, without  affecting  the  legal,  equitable  "lights 
of  third  parties  holding  title  unaer  them,  that 
the  considerations  set  forth  in  deeds  from  the 
city  of  Boston  to  Cornelius  Coolidge,  dated  Nov. 
29, 1825,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk  deeds,  book 
308,  leaf  129,  and  to  John  Demerritt,  dated  June 
6,  1866,  aud  recorded  with  Suffolk  deeds,  book 
880,  leaf  8,  shall  be  regarded  and  considered  by 
the  city  as  restrictions  merely,  and  that  it  will 
not  claim  any  forfeiture  of  the  land  described  in 
said  deeds  by  reason  of  any  breach  of  said  condi- 
tions. 

Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
find  it  necessary,  in  rhe  discharge  of  their  duties, 
to  report  that  a  desirable  change  may  be  made  in 
an  ordiuance  relating  to  their  business  which  was 
adopted  in  the  City  Council  of  1878.  By  it  the 
Mayor  was  authoriz-d  to  give,  with  the  approval 
of  your  committee,  to  any  one  holding  lands  by 
deed  under  a  title  derived  directly  or  originally 
from  the  city,  "aud  creating  an  estate  upon  con- 
dition," a  release  acknowledging  that  to  the  date 
upon  which  it  is  given  such  condition  has  been 
complied  with,  and  freeing  the  land  from  any 
possibility  of  forfeiture  to  the  city  for  any  breach 
of  condition  happening  prior  to  such  releasf . 
There  are  constant  applications  from  convey- 
ancers tor  these  releases,  upon  the  large  amount 
of  real  property  which  is  derived  from  the  city, 
in  the  interest  of  their  clients  who  deal  in  and 
loan  money  upon  it.  Each  case  must  be  voted 
upon  by  the  committee,  and  large  transactions 
are  delayed  and  much  inconvenience  caused  if 
the  committee  is  not  immediately  convened  for 
the  purpose.  The  Street  Commissioners,  who 
have  succeeded  to  the  office  of  Superintendent 
of  Public  Lands,  are  required  to  under- 
stand the  merits  of  the  cases  presented, 
and  should,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
take  its  place  in  the  ordinance  as  the  proper  offi- 
cers to  approve  action  on  these  matters  as  they 
arise.  The  committee  therefore  recommend  that 
the  ordinance  be  so  cnaoged  as  to  give  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  with  lhe  approval  of  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners,  instead  of  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Public  Lauds,  the  authority  to 
execute  the  form  of  release  above  described,  and 
for  that  purpose  beg  leave  to  submit  the  accom- 
panying ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance. 
For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Chairman. 
An  Ordinance 

To  Amend  an  Ordinance  in  Relation  to  Deeds. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  in  relation  to  deeds, 
as  printed  on  page  42  of  the  Supplement  to  the 
Revised  Ordinances,  passed  in  1878,  is  hereby 
amended  as  follows:  By  striking  out  the  words 
"Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the  City  Council 
on  Public  Lands,"  and  substituting  therefor 
"Board  of  Street  Commissioners." 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Whitten,  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Haldeman,it  was  voted 
that  when  the  Board  adjourns,  it  be  to  meet  on 
Tuesday  (May  31)  of  next  week,  at  4  P.  M. 

Adjourned,  or.  motion  of  Alderman  Breck. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

MAY    26,    1881. 


Regular  meeting,  at  7.3')  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Andrew 
J.  Kailey,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Kep  irt  of  the  trustees  of  the  Police  Charitable 
Fund.    Placed  on  file. 

Report  ot  the  Hoard  of  Police  Commissioners 
that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  increase  the  pay 
of  the  Inspector  ot  Intelligence  Offices  and  cer- 
tain other  members  of  the  Police  Department. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  1C  moved  to  specially  as- 
sign further  consideration  ot  the  subject  to  the 
next  meeting   of   the  Council  at  8.30  P.  M. 

Sir.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  moved  to  lay  on  the 
table,  because  it  ought  properly  to  be  considered 
when  the  Question  of  salaries  comes  up.  Car- 
ried. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Streets,  with 
instructions  to  report  wicbin  thirty  days,  of  au 
order  for  the  widening  ot  South  street  on  the 
easterly  side  to  sixty  feet,  from  East  to  Kneeiand 
street.    Concurred. 

Order  appointing  Daniel  W.  Clark  a  field  driver 
and  pound  keeper,  in  place  ot  Patrick  B.  Wyman, 
who  declines  the  appointment.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Report  and  order  referring  to  the  Inspector  ot 
Buildings  (for  such  action  thereon  as  may  lie  au- 
thorized) the  petition  of  the  Boston  Manufactur- 
ers M.  F.  Insurance  Company  for  leave  to  con- 
struct a  wooden  building  tor  the  purpose  of  test- 
ing fire-exungui>hing  apparatus.    Concurred. 

Report  and  order  requesting  the  establishment 
ot  a  watering-trough  at  the  corner  of  Nonantum 
and  Market  streets,  Brighton.  Order  passed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  for  »  release  ot  certain  conditions,  and  a 
change  of  others  to  restrictions,  in  an  agreement 
given  by  the  city  to  Darius  Eddy  for  certain  land 
on  Gibson  street,  Dorchester  district.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  a  change  to  re- 
strictions, of  the  conditions  in  deeds  from  the 
city  to  Cornelius  Coolldge  and  John  Demerit!  for 
certain  land  on  corner  of  Washington  and  Brook- 
Une  streets.    Order  passed  iu  concurrence. 

Order  to  grade  and  put  in  order  the  public 
square  at  junction  ol  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  and 
Rockland  street,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  S233U. 
Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Order  tor  the  Mayor  to  sign  an  agreement  with 
the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Corporation  rela- 
tive to  the  extension  of  the  Fairfield-street  sewer 
across  the  property  of  said  corporation.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  for  an  additional  appropria- 
tion of  $1000  for  the  celebration  of  the  anniversa- 
ry ot  the  battle  ot  Buuker  Hill  on  the  17th  ot 
June.  Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Dudley  of  Ward  4  and  passed  in 
concurrence-^yeas  57,  nays  2;  Messrs.  Bowkerof 
Ward  16  and  Folau  ot  Ward  13  voting  nay. 

THE  PROPOSED  VACATION  "I  EMPLOYES  IN  CER- 
TAIN DEPARTMENTS. 

Mr.  Pope  oi  V\  aid  9  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  indefinitely  postponing  the  order  for  a  seven- 
days'  vacation  to  each  ot  the  employes  of  the 
Health,  Sewer  and  Paving  departments. 

Mr.  Costello  cf  Ward  22— Mr.  President,  I  hope 
that  this  matter  will  be  reconsidered, so  as  to  afford 
the  large  number  of  members  who  were  absent  at 
the  last  meeting  an  opportunity  to  vote  on  it.  If 
the  opponents  of  the  measure  will  consider  it 
seriously,  they  will  see  at  once  that  it  is  very 
mild,  just,  inexpensive  to  the  city,  and  very 
beneficial  to  those  who  certainly  deserve  some 
consideration  f.oin  our  hands.  If  this  was  a 
matter  that  would  cost  the  city  any  considerable 
sum  of  money,  there  might  be  some  excuse  for 
your  voting  against  it;  but  it  is  not  a  question 
of  economy  or  extravagance,  it  is  simply  a  matter 
of  justice  and  equality.  There  would  be  no  occa- 
sion lor  the  reconsideration  of  this  matter  to- 
night if  the  so-called  Iriends  of  the  laboring  men 
would  only  attend  to  their  duty.  If  they  would 
ipeod  less  time  in  the  ante-rooms  and  more  at 
their  deskB  their  constituents  would  be  more 
please:!  with  tbem.    They  must  bear  in  mind  that 


this  is  not  a  club  house  where  they  are  to  assem- 
ble and  idle  away  their  time  smoking  and  joking 
while  business  of  importance  is  going  on.  You 
are  not  seut  here  for  that  purpose;  the  time  from 
lh2  o'clock  until  adjournment  of  the  Council  be- 
longs to  jour  constituents,  and  you  are  bound 
to  give  them  that  time  in  looking 
after  their  interests  and  welfare.  That 
Is  what  your  constituents  demaud  of  you. 
If  you  cannot  do.that,  Chen  you  have  no  business 
here.  Some  of  you  come  here  and  stay  long 
enough  to  smoke  a  cigar,  crack  a  joke,  and  then 
you  are  off  again,  and  that  is  the  last  seen  of  you 
until  the  next  meeting.  1  hope  that  you  will  'ap- 
ply a  remedy  to  this  evil  as  soon  as  possible.  If 
you  will  not,  then  the  people  of  Boston  will  at 
future  elections.  These  words  may  grate  harshly 
on  some  of  your  ears.  If  it  does,  then  I  say,  make 
the  most  of  it.  I  am  somewhat  surprised 
at  the  action  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
16,  in  urging  the  defeat  of  this  measure, 
at  the  last  meeting.  It  was  not  in  keeping  with 
his  past  record  on  matters  of  this  kind.  He  tells 
us  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  will  indefinitely 
postpone  it;  how  does  he  knosv  this?  If  they 
Have  rejected  other  matters  relating  to  the  labor- 
ing men,  it  doesn't  follow  that  they  will  reject 
this,  and  even  it  they  did  it  is  not  for  us  to  show 
them  an  example.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  16 
must  remember  that  two  wrongs  never  made  a 
right.  1  hope  that  this  matter  will  be  reconsid- 
ered and  passed  this  evening. 

The  reconsideration  was  declared  lost.  Mr.  Cos- 
tello  doubted  the  vote  and  on  his  motion  the  vea« 
and  nays  were  ordered.  The  reconsideration' was 
refused— yeas  29,  nays  29. 

Yeas—  Messrs.  Barry,  Bartlett,  Boyle,  Couliu. 
Counell,  Costello,  Cotton, Cronin,  Daly,  Denney, 
Devlin,  C.  F.  Diherty,  J.  Doherty,  Farwell,  Fitz- 
patrick,  Ford,  Foian,  Lauten,  Maguire,  McCor- 
mick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  McNamart,  Murphy, 
Quigley,  Rogers,  Rosnosky,  Teevan.  Welch,  Whits- 
more— 20. 

Nays—  Messrs.  Real,  Bigelow,  Brimbecom, 
Brown.  Child,  H.  Clapo,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Dana, 
Dudley.  Eibiy,  Emery,  Freeman,  Gove,  Hagar, 
Harding,  Hart,  Hilton,  Huntress.  Lovell 
Mathews,  V  M.  .Morrison,  P.  Morrison.  Mullettl 
Fope,  swan,  Viles,  Wakefield,  Wharton,  Wheel- 
er—29. 

Absent  nr  nor  voting— Messrs.  Bowker,  Fisk. 
(Jieeiiough,  Hosley,  F.  J.  McLaughlin,  Means, 
Paikman,  Powers,  Pratt,  Pray,  Smith,  Wal«h 
Williams— 13. 

PETITIONS    PRESENTED, 

By  Mr.  Fitzparrick  ot  Ward  8— Petitions  it 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  oo  Park  street,  nea- 
Dorehester  avenue,  Ward  24;  and  Samuel  S.  At- 
wood  &  Co.,  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  rear 
of  1104  Tremont  street,  Ward  19.  Severally  re- 
ferred 1 1  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings. 

IT  TV   COLLECTOR. 

Mr.  Brimbecom  of  Ward  18  submitted  a  report 
from  the  joint  special  committee  appointed  to 
nominate  a  candidate  for  City  Collector,  recom- 
mending the  election  of  Thomas  Sherwjn. 

The  report  was  accjpted.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Brimbecom,  the  rule  was  suspended  and  the 
Council  proceeded  to  an  election.  Committee- 
Messrs.  Brimbecom  of  Ward  18,  Dudley  of  Ward 
4,  and  Boyle  of  Ward  8. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 57 

Necessary  for  a  choice 

Thomas  gherwln  had -,•/' 

Y.  A.  Collins '    2 

Isaac  Rosuuskv •" 

Charles  Harris' .   \ 

Mr.  Sherwin  was  elected  .111  the  parr  of  the 
Council.     Sent  up. 

Ill  E     "Ll>     STATE     HOI  8]  . 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  called  up  the  special 
assignment  for  8.15  P.  M.,  viz.,  majority  and 
minority  reports  on  the  proposed  restoration  of 
the  Old  State  House  (City  Doc.  71). 

The  question  was  upon  the  acceptance  of  the 
majority  report,  recommending  tbar  no  action 
is  necessary. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  substitute  the  minority 
report,  providing  for  the  restoration  of  the  Old 
State  Hou«e,  etc.,  tor  that  of  the  majority. 

The  President  read  a  petition  from  Franklin 
Haven,  S.  C.  Cobb  and  others,  in  favor  ot  the  re- 
nioval  of  the  Old  State  House. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11  in  the  chair. 
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Mr.  Whitinore— Mr.  President,  iu  moving  to 
substitute  the  minority  report  tor  that  of  the  ma- 
jority, I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council 
to  the  fact  that  the  majority  report  is  based  sole- 
ly on  the  consideration  tnat  the  city  can  get  about 
twenty  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  rent  more  than 
it  is  paying  tor  offices  and  departments  which  it 
is  intended  to  put  in  the  building.  That  is  the 
entire  sum  and  substance  of  their  report,  for  they 
expressly  disclaim  all  other  considerations.  Ou 
the  other  hand  the  minority  report  undertook  to 
give  some  reasons  why  the  building  should  be 
taken  possession  of  by  the  city  authorities  and 
devoted  to  public  purposes.  I  desire  to  have  the 
subject  considered  from  three  joints  of  view: 
first,  in  regard  to  the  cost;  second,  in  regard  to 
the  possibility  of  renovatior ;  and  third,  in  regard 
to  the  propriety  of  such  renovation.  In  re- 
gard to  the  cost,  it  is  perfectly  true  that 
the  difference  is  about  seven  thousand  dol- 
lars a  year  over  the  rents  which  are  now 
paid  tor  the  departments  which  would  probably 
be  put  into  the  building.  But  that  is  hardly  a 
fair  way  of  stating  it,  because  the  acommoda- 
tions  will  be  greater,  and  because  these  same  de- 
partments will  iu  a  year  or  two  require  additional 
accommodation  at  some  increased  cost.  1  doubt 
if  at  the  expiration  of  five  years  the  city  will 
have  saved  five  thousand  dollars  a  year.  Take,  for 
instance,  the  City  Registrar's  Department,  which 
has  not  room  enough  for  it  to  properly  conduct 
the  business.  I  say  from  observation,  that  the 
public  does  not  receive  the  accommodation 
which  it  demauds,  and  year  by  year  that  demand 
is  becoming  greater.  And  yet,  sir,  if  we  should 
undertake  to  give  the  City  Registrar  the  accom- 
modation that  the  public  demands,  it  might  cost 
more  than  two  thousand  dollars  a  year,  which 
is  all  we  undertake  to  credit  the  department  with 
in  continuing  the  leasing  of  the  Old  State  House. 
The  question  of  cost  is,  however,  one  of  the 
slightest  which  ought  to  affect  this  matter.  If  it 
be  right  and  proper,  on  general  grounds,  for  the 
city  to  take  that  building  and  hold  it  for  public 
purposes,  the  mere  difference  ot  five  or  six  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year  ought  not  to  be  considered. 
There  are  certain  things  which  the  city  owes  to 
itself,  and  there  are  certain  economies  which  the 
city  ought  not  to  make.  In  1876,  only  five  years 
ago,  the  valuation  of  this  city  was  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  millions.  It  is  reasonable  to  conclude 
that  within  another  five  years  we  shall  have 
arrived  at  that  point  again.  The  expenditures 
of  this  city  exclusive  of  interest  are  $7,000,000  a 
year.  Now,  sir,  to  talk  about  saving  $7000  in  this 
way  is  the  most  flimsy  argument  in  favor  of 
economy  I  have  ever  heard.  It  is  only  trie  pay  of 
half  a  dozen  policemen;  it  is  the  pay  of  a 
couple  of  commissioners;  it  is  only"  a  quar« 
ter  of  the  sum  of  money  that  the  Common 
Council  expends  every  year  for  dinners,  car- 
riages and  junketing;  it  is  only  half  the  amount 
we  nave  appropriated  to  spend  in  one  day  in 
firing  cannon  aud  making  a  noise  and  having  en- 
tertainments for  the  benefit  of  the  city  on  the 
next  Fourth  of  July.  Now,  sir,  I  read  some 
remarks  written  some  time  ago  in  regard  to  the 
Chinese.  Some  man  was  ridiculing  the  Chinese 
religion,  because  they  adopt  a  certain  way  of 
making  offerings  to  their  deities.  Being  a  thrifty 
nation,  instead  of  burning  their  offerings,  they 
get  a  piece  of  worthless  paper,  write  something 
on  it  and  burn  it,  thinking  that  will  be  as  accept- 
able to  the  deity  as  if  they  destroyed  a  valuable 
piece  of  property.  We  laugh  at  it,  but  we,  after 
glorifying  the  memories  or  the  Revolution  by  pro- 
ceeding to  spend  S15.000  for  ringing  bells  and 
making  smoke,  refuse  to  take  steps  to  preserve 
the  last  relic  of  the  Revolution  in  Boston  in  order 
to  save  $7000  a  year  in  rents.  It  seems  to  me  that 
if  we  desire  to  save  $7000  a  year  we  can  find  some 
other  and  better  place  where  it  can  be  done.  We 
spend  thousands  ot  dollars  every  year  upou  our 
public  gardens,  which  are  a  mere  luxury.  Nobody 
pretends  they  are  necessary,  but  it  is  done  be- 
cause it  gratifies  the  people.  Yet  it  is  proposed 
for  the  sake  of  economy  in  saving  five  or  ten 
thousand  a  year,  to  destroy  relics  which  are  worth 
all  the  flowers  planted  iu  the  Public  Garden  or 
any  other  parts  of  the  city.  But  looking  at  it  in 
a  money  point  of  view,  it  is  a  mistake  to  imagine 
that  the  use  of  this  building  is  going  to  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  city.  I  have  a  letter  which  has  been 
sent  to  me  within  a  day  or  two,  from  one  of  the 
ladies  connected  with  the  Old  South  and  the  ef- 
forts made  to  preserve  that  building.  I  wisn  to 
quote  one  or  two  sentences  which  are  entirely  to 
the  point.    She  says— 


"Since  1876,  there  has  been  iu  the  Old  South 
an  exhibition  ot  articles  of  historic  interest 
contained  in  twenty  show  cases,  which,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  building  itself,  has  beeu  an  attraction 
to  visitors,  and  these  visitors  increase  iu  num- 
bers, so  that  during  this  last  year  the  accounts 
show  the  Old  South  to  have  had  more  than  10,000 
entrances  of  those  who  visited  it  for  the  purpose 
of  pleasure  and  instruction.  These  numbers 
have  not  yet  quite  equalled  those  entering  Bun- 
ker Hill  "Monument,  which,  three  or  lour  years 
ago  were,  I  think,  over  16,000,  but  I  have  not  at 
hand  the  exact  figures. 

"1  should  suppose  that  nine-tenths  of  the  visitors 
to  the  Old  South  come  from  a  distance.  They 
represent  all  ages  and  classes;  eager  children  who 
ask  all  kinds  of  questions  about  the  people  aud 
times  of  which  they  learn  in  their  .school  books; 
summer  travellers  who  wish  to  see  everything 
that  makes  eur  city  different  from  any  other,  and 
business  men  who  drop  in  for  half  an  hour  before 
they  take  the  train.  And  it  almost  seems  as 
though  their  interest  increased  in  proportion  to 
the  distance  over  which  these  strangers  have 
travelled  to  reach  Boston.  They  come  trorn  Bal- 
timore and  other  Southern  cities,  aud  notably  the 
Western  people,  and  especially  the  Californians, 
wish  to  see  the  places  so  famous.  Indeed,  our 
'Visitors'  Book'  has  names  also  from  every 
country  in  Europe,  and  some  from  Asia;  although 
only  a  small  proportion  of  visitors  record  their 
names." 

We  know,  sir,  that  every  year  Americans  go 
abroad  to  visit  famous  places.  Why  is  it  they  go 
to  those  otherwise  insignificant  country  villages, 
except  from  the  sentiment  connected  with  them? 
It  is  a  lact,from  a  money  point  of  view, that  every- 
thing which  adds  to  the  attraction  of  the  city, 
''which  makes  our  ci  y  different  from  another)" 
as  my  correspondent  says,  is  valuable. 

I  now  wish  to  say  a  word  in  regard  to  the 
possibilities  of  renovation.  Since  this  matter 
was  first  brought  up  in  the  Council,  I  bave  heard 
it  repeatedly  said  that  the  case  would  be  differ- 
ent if  the  Old  State  House  were  like  Indepen- 
dence Hall  in  Philadelphia.  Now,  sir,  there  is 
something  every  Philadelphian  is  proud  of.  I 
don't  believe  you  could  prevail  upon  rhe  Phila- 
delphians  to  part  with  that  building  for  the 
amount  of  rent  they  could  get  lor  it.  I 
have  in  ray  hand  the  history  of  Indepen- 
dence Hall, written  by  Mr.  Etting.who  was  among 
the  first  interested  in  the  preservation  of  that 
building.  He  says  the  idea  of  restoring  that  hail 
to  its  primitive  condition,  and  making  it  the 
scene  of  attraction  for  the  whole  country,  came 
upon  him  when  they  were  talking  about  the  great 
celebration  there.  He  literally  commenced  with 
one  chair,  which  had  been  in  the  old  building,  as 
the  sole  foundation  ot  his  efforts.  The  case  of 
the  Old  State  House  is  somewhat  parallel  in 
another  respect.  In  1796  or  1798  the  Sta.e  Govern- 
ment was  transferred  from  Philadelphia  to  Har- 
risburg,  just  as  in  1798  the  new  State  House 
in  Boston  was  occupied.  From  that  time  onward 
Independence  Hall  was  given  over  to  almost 
every  kind  of  use.  I  will  not  trouble  you  with 
reading  the  citations  here,  but  I  assure  you  that 
from  that  time  it  was  given  to  almost  any  use. 
Occasionally  the  courts  sat  there,  and  city  offices 
were  put  there.  In  that  very  hall  Peales's  Museum 
was  held  for  thirty  or  forty  years.  Beyond 
that,  the  adjacent  grounds  were  used  for  a 
menagerie— although  I  don't  think  we  have 
had  anything  of  that  kind  on  State  street. 
Yet,  as  I  have  stated,  by  the  energy  of  one  indi- 
vidual who  struck  a  responsive  chord  in  the 
hearts  of  his  fellow  citizens,  the  whole  thing  was 
changed  and  the  building  restored  to  its  former 
condition;  aud  it  is  probably  now  the  most  fa- 
mous spot  in  the  United  States,  except  Mt.  Ver- 
non, and  people  congregate  there  every  year  to 
see  it.  In  regard  to  renovating  the  Old  State 
House  we  are  better  off.  The  building  is  substan- 
tially what  it  was  originally.  At  the  time  this 
subject  was  last  discussed, I  showed  a  view  of  the 
building  from  the  State-street  end,  taken  from 
Paul  Revere's  "Massacre,"  and  any  one  could 
see  that  it  was  the  same.  There  is  in  a  vol- 
ume published  by  the  city  some  years  ago,  a 
view  taken  from  the  Washiugton-street  end 
in  1791.  I  have  recently  compared  it  with 
the  original  print  iu  the  Massachusetts  Mag- 
azine of  that  year,  and  I  can  say  that  the 
building  as  it  stands  now  is  substantially  the 
same  as  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  Revolution. 
The  committee  have  made  careful  estimates  in 
regard  to  the  expense.      We  have  detailed  esti- 
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mates  of  tbe  City  Architect,  by  which  he  is  bound 
to  be  held,  and  he  tiuds  that  the  reuo- 
vatiou  can  be  made  within  the  appropriation. 
Beyond  that,  tbe  necessary  safeguards  cao  be  put 
iu  in  tbe  form  of  fireproof  roof,  vaults  and  stair- 
cases. Having  some  knowledge  of  antiquarian 
matters,  I  venture  to  say  that  it  is  feasible  to  re- 
store oue  or  two  of  the  old  rooms,  without  inter- 
fering with  their  use,  so  that  they  will  be 
memorials  to  show  how  the  building  appeared 
in  Revolutionary  times.  It  is  feasible,  and 
can  be  done  within  the  appropriation.  We 
can  make  a  second  Independence  Hall  with- 
out attempting  to  invent  one,  simply  by  restor- 
ing things  as  they  were  before.  We  shall  then 
have  just  as  interesting  a  building  as  they  nave 
in  Philadelphia,  and  l  claim  that  we  shall  receive 
the  thanks  of  the  entire  community  for  doing  it. 
It  is  a  curious  incident,  as  I  have  stated,  that  in 
Philadelphia  their  attention  was  brought  to  this 
matter  just  as  they  were  going  to  have  a  celebra- 
tion there,  (inly  last  night  they  held  a  meeting 
in  regard  to  a  W'orld's  Fair  here,  and  it  is  a  cu- 
rious coincidence  that  this  matter  should  be  in 
debate  now.  1  venture  to  say,  however  this  Coun- 
cil may  vote,  there  is  not  one  member  who.  four 
years  from  this  time,  when  the  strangers  come 
here,  if  the  Old  State  House  is  allowed  to  remain 
in  private  hands,  with  a  beer  saloon  iu  the  under 
part,  and  we  know  not  who  in  the  upper 
part,  the  whole  building  disfigured  with 
signs  here  and  there— I  venture  to  say  there  is 
nut  niie  member  of  this  Council  who  will  not 
deeply  regret  that  he  cast  a  vote  to  leave  it  in 
that  condition.  I  say,  moreover,  that  it  has  been 
out  of  our  possession  for  fifteen  years,  in  the 
bands  of  tenants  who  have  to  make  their  private 
repairs.     It  is  now  in  worse  conditio!!  thau  it  was 

when  tbe  city  gave  it  up.  The  City  Archi- 
tect has  warned  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings that  tbe  cupola  is  iu  an  unsafe  condition, 
that  the  interior  woodwork  and  walls  and  other 
parts  ct  tbe  buildiDg  are  badly  injured;  they  are 
running    down,  in   common    phrase,  and  another 

fifteen  years  will  bring  it  into  the  position 
that  tbe  petitioners  ask  foi  in  that  memorial, 
when  we  shall  ne  compelled  to  remove  it.  In  re- 
gard to  all  these  relics,  there  is  a  time  when  the 
liaud  of  the  restorer  must  be  used.  None  of  us 
know  what  event  is  to  be  hereafter  cherished  by  our 

(Units.  There  is  a  time  when  these  things 
ana  memorials  have  just  gone  out  of  use.  They 
seem  common  and  ordinary  to  those  who  live 
about  them,  and  consequently  are  allowed  to  be- 
come delaced.  There  is  a  time  when  the  atten- 
tion of  generations  is  turned  to  such  places  as 
Shakspeare's  cottage  upon  the  Avon,  and  to  Mr. 
Vernon,  and  then  tbe  building  must  be  taken  care 
ot  and  the  ravages  of  time  repaired.  Now,  sir,  I 
Claim  that  we  are  in  just  that  position  in  regard 
to  the  Old  State  House.  This  building  was  occu- 
pied till  1708  as  the  State  House.  The  State 
Legislature  met  there,  and  troni  the  time  they 
built  a  new  building,  to  1830,  it  was  apparently 
given  up  to  business  purposes.  After  tbe  city 
corporated,  as  nearly  as  1  can  make  out,  for 
the  first  eight  years,  meetings  were  held  in  the  old 
Court  House  on  this  site,  but  in  1830  the  City  Gov- 
ernment went  back  to  the  Old  State  House, 
and  it  became  the  City  Hall.  Since  1840 
it  has  been  use»l  for  private  purposes  After 
forty  years  ol  such  use,  if  it  is  ever  to  be  pre- 
served as  a  memorial  ot  tbe  past,  it  must  be  done 
now.  That  is  why  I  am  so  urgent  with  this  Coun- 
cil, they  have  a  more  important  question  to 
settle  now  thau  their  predecessors  ever  had. 
Every  year  the  building  is  used  for  private  pur- 

i  becomes  defaced,  and  it  must  be  taken  iu 
band  now  il  at  all.  In  regard  to  the  restoration, 
I  desire  to  read  two  citations  from  standard  au- 
thorities. Tbe  first  is  from  two  letters  ot  John 
Adams,  which  are  often  quoted,  and  are  to  be 
found  in  the  tentn  volume  ot  his  life  and  works. 
page  245.  In  1817,  when  .Mr.  Adams  was  review- 
ing the  scenes  of  bis  youth,  be  wrote  several  most 
interesting  letters  in  regard  to  the  Revolution. 
The  letter,  of  which  I  shall  read  oue  or  two  para- 
graphs only,  because  it  bears  on  this  point,  is 
Often  Cited.     He  writes  to  a  friend  on  the  subject 

rionul  memorial  picture,  and  says— 

"The   scene    Is   tbe  Council    chamber  in  the   old 

town  house  in    Boston.     The  date   is  in  tbe  month 

of  February,  1761,  nine  years   before  you  entered 

my  office  m  Cole  lane.     A^  this  was  rive   years  be- 

ii  entered  college,  you   must   have"   been  in 

uid  form  of  .Master  Lovell's  school.  That 
Council  chamber  w.-.s  as  respectable  anspart- 
rhent  as  the  House  of  Commons  or  the  House  of 


Lords  iu  Great  Britain,  iu  proportion,  or  that  in 
the  State  House  iu  Philadelphia,  in  which  the 
Declaration  ot  Independence  was  signed  in  1776. 
Iu  this  chamber,  round  a  great  tire,  were  seated 
five  judges,  with  Lieutenant  Governor  Hutchin- 
son at  their  head,  as  chief  justice,  all  arrayed  iu 
their  new,  fresh,  rich  robes  of  scarlet  Eugli9h 
broadcloth;  in  their  large  cambric  bands  and  im- 
mense judicial  wigs.  Iu  this  chamber  were  seat- 
ed at  a  long  table  all  the  barristers-at-law  of  Bos- 
ton and  of  the  neighboring  county  of  Mid- 
dlesex, in  gowns,  bands  and  tie  wigs. 
They  were  not  seated  on  ivory  chairs,  but 
their  dress  was  more  solemn  and  mure 
pompous  thau  that  ot  the  Roman  Senate,  when 
the  Gauls  broke  in  upon  them.  Iu  the  corner  of 
the  room,  must  be  placed  as  a  spectator  and  an 
auditor,  wit,  sense,  imagination,  geuius,  pathos, 
reason,  prudence,  eloquence,  learning  and  im- 
mense reading,  hanging  by  the  shoulders  on  two 
crutches,  covered  with  a  great  cloth  coat,  in  the 
person  of  Mr.  Pratt,  who  had  been  solicited  on 
both  sides  but  would  engage  on  neither,  being, 
as  chief  justice  of  New  York,  about  to  leave  Bos- 
ton forever.  Two  portraits,  at  more  than  full 
length,  of  Kine  Charles  the  Second  and  of  King 
James  the  Second,  in  splendid  golden  frames, 
were  hung  up  on  tbe  most  conspicuous  sides  of 
the  apartment.  It  my  young  eyes  or  old  memory 
have  not  deceived  me,  these  were  as  fine  pic- 
tures as  I  ever  saw;  the  colors  of  the  royal 
ermines  and  long,  flowing  robes  were  the 
most  glowing,  the  figures  the  most  noble 
and  graceful,  the  features  the  most  distinct 
and  characteristic,  far  superior  to  those  of  the 
king  and  queen  of  France  in  the  Senate 
chamber  of  Congress  — these  were  worthy  of 
the  pencils  of  Rubens  and  Vandyke.  There  was 
no  painter  iu  England  capable  of  them  at  that 
time.  They  had  been  sent  over  without  frames 
in  Governor  Pownall's  time,  but  he  was  no  ad- 
mirer of  Charles  or  James.  The  pictures  were 
stowed  away  in  a  garret,  among  rubbish,  until 
Governor  Bernard  came,  who  had  them  cleaned, 
superbly  framed,  and  placed  in  council  for  the 
admiration  and  imitaiion  of  all  men— no  doubt 
with  the  advice  and  concurrence  of  Hutchinson 
and  all  his  nebula  of  stars  and  satellites." 
One  circumstance  more.  Samuel  Quincy  and 
John  Adams  had  been  admitted  barristers  at  that 
term.  John  was  the  youngest;  he  should  be 
painted  looking  like  a  short,  thick  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  seated  at  the  table  with  a  pen  in  his 
hand,  lost  in  admiration." 

That  is  the  description  ot  the  scene,  2nd  then 
he  goes  on  in  the  paragraph  which  has  been  so 
often  cited  giving  a  description  of  the  characters, 
speaking  of  Otis  in  this  manner: 

"Otis  was  a  fiauie  ot  fire.  With  a  promptitude 
of  classical  allusions,  a  depth  of  research,  a  rapid 
summary  of  historical  events  and  dates,  a  profu- 
sion of  legal  authorities,  a  prophetic  glance  of  his 
eye  into  futurity,  and  a  torrent  of  impetuous  elo- 
quence, he  hurried  away  everything  before  him. 
Amencau  independence  was  then  aud  there 
born;  the  seeds  of  patriots  and  heroes  were 
then  and  there  sown,  to  defend  the  vig- 
orous youth,  the  non  sine  diis  anlmoaua  Infans. 
Every  man  of  afcrowded  audience  appeared  to  me 
to  go  away,  as  1  did,  ready  to  take  arms  agaiust 
writs  of  assistance.  Then  and  there  was  the  first 
scene  of  the  Hist  act  of  opposition  to  the  arbitra- 
ry claims  ot  Great  Britain.  Then  and  there  the 
child  Independence  was  born." 

Again  In  a  second  letter  (works,  volume  X, 
page  240;  be  writes  as  follows: 

"Since  our  National  Legislature  have  establish- 
ed a  national  painter,  a  wise  measure,  for  which 
I  thank  them,  ray  imagination  runs  upon  the  art, 
and  has  already  painted,  I  know  not  how  many, 
historical  pictures.  I  have  sent  you  one.  Give 
me  leave  to  send  another.  The  bloody  encounter 
between  the  citizens  and  tue  soldiers,  on  the  5th 
of  March.  1770.  produced  a  tremendous  sensation 
throughout  the  town  and  country.  The  peonle 
assembled  first  at  Faneuil  Hall,  and  adjourned' to 
the  Old  South  Church,  to  the  number,  as  was  con- 
jectured, of  ten  or  twelve  thousand  men,  among 
whom  were  the  most  virtuous,  substantial,  inde- 
pendent, disinterested  and  intelligent  citizens. 
They  formed  themselves  into  a  regular  deliber- 
ative body,  chose  their  moderator  and  secretary, 
entered  into  discussion,  deliberations  and  de- 
bates, adopted  resolutions,  appointed  committees. 
Now  for  the  picture.  The  theatre  and  the  see 
-  e  the  same  with  those  at  the  discussion  of 
writs  of  assistance.  The  same  glorious  portraits 
ot  King  Charles  II.  and  King  James  II.,  to   which 
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might  be  added,  ud  sbould  be  added,  little  mis- 
erable likenesses  of  Governor  Wintbrop,  Gov- 
ernor Bradstreet,  Governor  Endicott  and  Gov- 
ernor Belcher,  hung  up  in  obscure  corners  of  the 
room.  Lieutenant  Governor  Hutchinson,  com- 
mander-in-chief in  the  absence  of  the  gov- 
ernor, must  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
council  table.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Dalrymple, 
commander-in-chief  of  his  majesty's  military 
forces,  taking  rank  of  all  his  majesty's  counsel- 
lors, must  be  seated  by  the  side  ot  the  lieutenant 
governor  and  commander-in-chief  of  the  prov- 
ince. Eight  and  twenty  counsellors  must  be 
painted,  all  seated  at  the  council  board.  Let  me 
see — what  costume?  What  was  the  fashion  of 
that  day  in  the  mouth  of  March?  Large  white  wigs, 
English  scarlet  cloth  cloaks,  some  of  them  with 
gold-laced  hats,  not  on  their  heads,  indeed,  in  so 
august  a  presence,  but  on  the  table  before  them, 
or  under  the  table  beneath  them.  Before  these 
illustrious  personages  appeared  Samuel  Adams, 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
their  clerks,  now  at  the  head  of  the  commit- 
tee of  the  great  assembly  at  the  Old  South 
Church. 

"Such  was  the  situation  of  affairs  when  bamuel 
Adams  was  reasoning  with  Lieutenant  Governor 
Hutchinson  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Dalrymple. 
He  had  fairly  driven  them  from  all  their  out- 
works, breastworks  and  intrenchments  to  their 
citadel.  There  they  paused  and  considered  and 
deliberated.  The  heads  ot  Hutchinson  and 
Dalrymple  were  laid  together  in  tvhispers  for 
a  loDg  time;  when  the  whispering  ceased,  a 
long  and  solemn  pause  ensued,  extremely  painful 
to  an  impatient,  expecting  audience.  Hutchin- 
son, in  time,  broke  silence.  He  had  consulted 
with  Colonel  Dalrymple,  and  the  colonel  had  au- 
thorized him  to  say  that  he  might  order  one  regi- 
ment down  to  the  castle,  if  that  would  satisfy  the 
people.  With  a  self-recollection,  a  self-posses- 
sion, a  self-command,  a  presence  of  mind  that 
was  admired  by  every  man  present,  Samuel 
Adams  arose  with  an  air  of  dignity  and  majesty, 
ot  which  he  was  sometimes  capable,  stretched 
forth  his  arm,  though  even  then  quivering  with 
palsy,  and  with  an  harmonious  voice  and  decisive 
tone' said,  "If  the  lieutenant  governor  or  Colonel 
Dalrymple,  or  both  together,  have  authority  to 
remove  one  regiment,  they  have  authority  to  re- 
move two,  and  nothing  short  of  the  total  evacua- 
tion of  the  town  by  all  the  regular  troops  will 
satisfy  the  public  mind  or  preserve  the  peace  ot 
the  province.  These  few  words  thrilled  the 
veins  of  every  man  in  the  audience,  and  pro- 
duced the  great  result.  After  a  little  awkward 
hesitation,  it  was  agreed  that  the  town  should  be 
evacuated  and  both  regiments  sent  to  the  castle." 

These  citations  will,  no  doubt,  call  to  mind  in 
words  better  than  I  can  give,  what  scenes 
passed  in  that  chamber.  As  I  have  said,  in  1830 
the  City  Government  took  it  into  its  own  hands 
again,  and  had  it  fitted  up  for  meetings  of  the 
City  Government.  At  that  time  our  mayor  was 
the  famous  orator,  Harrison  Gray  Otis,  and  I 
wish  to  give  you  his  evidence  on  this  point.  He 
had  already  stated,  as  1  have,  the  words  ot  Mr. 
Adams  in  regard  to  this  building,  and  alluded  to 
those  feelings  which  were  aroused  by  his  tes- 
timony; and  then  he  goes  on  to  speak  of  the  build- 
ing as  follows: 

"It  exhibits  no  pomp  of  architectural  grandeur 
or  refined  taste,  and  has  no  pretensions  to  vie 
with  the  magnificent  structures  of  other  coun- 
tries or  even  of  our  own.  Yet  it  is  a  goodly  and 
venerable  pile;  and  with  recent  improvements  is 
an  ornament  of  the  place,  of  whose  liberty  it  was 
once  the  citadel.  And  it  has  au  interest  for  Bos- 
tonians  who  enter  it  this  day,  like  that  which  is 
felt  by  erowc  children  for  au  ancient  matron  by 
whom  they  were  reared,  and  whom,  visiting  after 
years  of  absence,  they  find  in  her  neat,  chaste, 
old-fashioned  attire,  spruced  up  to  receive  them, 
with  her  comforts  about  her,  and  the  same  Kind, 
hospitable  and  excellent  creature  whom  they 
left  in  less  flourishing  circumstances."  "But  to 
this  edifice  there  is  not  only  a  natural,  but 
•a  spiritual  body,'  which  is  the  immortal 
soul  of  Independence.  Nor  is  there,  on 
the  face  of  the  earth,  another  build- 
ing, however  venerable  for  its  antiquity, 
or  stately  in  its  magnificence,  however  deco- 
rated by  columns  and  porticos,  and  cartoons,  and 
statues  and  altars,  and  outshining  the  wealth  of 
Orinus  or  of  Ind,  entitled  in  history  to  more  hon- 
orable mention,  or  whose  spires  and  turrets  are 
surrounded  with  more  glorious  halo  than  this  un- 
pretending huilding." 


"I  refer  you  to  the  day  when  Independence, 
mature  in  age  and  loveliness,  advanced  with  an- 
gelic grace  from  the  chamber  in  which  she  was 
born  into  the  same  balcony,  and  holding  in  her 
hand  the  immortal  scroll  on  which  her  name  and 
character  and  claims  to  her  inheritance  were  in- 
scribed, received  from  the  street,  filled  with  an  im- 
penetrable phalanx,  and  windows  glittering  with 
a  blaze  of  beauty,  the  heartfelt  homage  and  elec- 
trifying peals  ot  men,  women  and  children  of  the 
whole  city.  The  splendor  of  that  glorious  vision 
of  my  childhood  seems  to  be  now  present  to  my 
view,  and  the  harmony  of  that  universal  concert 
to  vibrate  in  my  ear." 

We,  gentlemen,  have  now  become,  for  a  short 
period,  occupants  of  this  Temple  of  Liberty. 
Henceforth,  for  many  years,  the  City  Govern- 
ment will  probably  be  here  adminisrered.  *  *  * 
May  we,  and  those  who  will  succeed  us,  appre- 
ciate the  responsibleness  attached  to  our  places 
by  the  merit  of  our  predecessors;  and  though  we 
cannot  serve  our  country  to  the  same  advantage, 
may  we  love  it  with  equal  fidelity.  And  may  the 
guardian  genius  of  our  beloved  city  forever  de- 
light to  dwell  in  these  renovated  walls!" 

I  do  not  know,  Mr.  President,  that  [  ought  to 
add  a  single  word  to  what  I  have  already  stated. 
If  there  be  any  one  fact  well  established  in  history 
it  is  that  the  Old  State  House  is  a  building  of 
which  the  city  ought  to  oe  proud,  which  it  ought 
never  to  part  with,  and  which  it;  ought  never  to 
allow  to  be  profaned  for  vulgar  uses  on  any  such 
pitiful  plea  of  economy,  which  is  the  only  excuse 
for  again  turning  it  over  into  the  hand's  of  pri- 
vate individuals.  I  have  but  one  more 
remark  to  make.  This  is  a  minority  re- 
port. It  is  signed  by  only  two  of 
the  eight  members  of  the  committee.  Yet 
sir,  I  feel  impelled  to  say  this:  Much  as  1  respect 
the  other  members  of  the  committee,  if  there 
were  one  member  I  should  have  preferred  to 
have  signed  that  report,  it  is  the  gentleman  who 
signed  it  with  me,  Alderman  Hugh  O'Brien;  be- 
cause in  having  him  with  the  minority,  I  teel  that 
he  represents  a  sentiment.  It  might  be  said  that 
my  action  was  from  a  mistaken  antiquarian  in- 
teresr;  but,  sir,  here  is  a  man  whose  name, 
although  he  was  brought  up  among  us,  shows 
that  he  belongs  to  a  race  which  has  sought  our 
country  for  freedom,  and  has  become  even  more 
American  than  ourselves.  I  am  glad  that 
when  we  adopt  citizens  into  this  State  and  coun- 
try they  are  goiuj  to  grow  up  and  be  imbued 
with  the  spirit  of  this  country.  I  am  glad  to  see 
that  this  minority  report  has  the  signature  of 
the  only  gentleman  upon  the  committee 
who  is  not  of  American  parentage.  I  hope  the 
Council  will  confirm  its  past  action.  The 
money  was  raised  by  a  unanimous  vote  of 
both  branches.  I  venture  to  say,  from  the  com- 
ments of  the  press  after  the  vote  was  taken, 
that  there  is  no  item  in  that  large  list  ot  expen- 
ditures which  has  met  such  general  approval  as 
that  appropriating  $35,000  for  the  renovation  of 
the  Old  State  House.  If  we  do  not  spend  it  for 
this  purpose,  there  is  no  other  object  to  which  we 
can  properly  devote  it.  The  people  are  willing  to 
he  taxed  for  this  purpose.  The  money  is  there, 
and  all  that  is  needed  to  be  done,  is  to  authorize 
the  committee  to  go  on  and  carry  out  the  plan. 
I  will  add  one  thing  which  I  have"  omitted  in  re- 
gard to  the  uses  of  the  building.  If  this  were  the 
first  day  of  October  and  those  departments  were 
located  there,  is  there  a  single  man  here  who 
would  undertake  to  turn  them  out  and  dis- 
tribute them  over  the  city  for  the  sake  of  saving 
five  or  six  thousand  dollars  a  year.  If 
those  departments  were  locatea  under 
one  roof,  there  is  no  man  here  who 
would  scatter  them  all  over  the  city  tor  the  sake 
of  saving  a  few  thousand  dollars  in  rent.  When- 
ever the  City  Council  is  ready  to  do  that,  they 
will  be  ready  to  say,  What  can  we  rent  this  City 
Hall  building  for  ?  I  venture  to  say  that  it  could 
be  rented  for  a  stock  exchange  or  something  of 
that  kind,  and  .^20,000  a  year  made  by  it. 

Mr.  Wnitmore's  time  haviug  expired,  he  was 
interrupted  by  the  Chair,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Clapp  of  Ward  14  his  time  was  extended. 

Mr.  Wnitmore— I  am  extremely  obliged  to  the 
gentleman  and  the  Council,  but  I  think  I  have 
said  all  I  need  to  say  here. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14 — 1  do  not  think  it  is  nec- 
essary to  say  much  on  this  subject.  It  the  mem- 
bers have  looked  over  this  report,  they  have  made 
up  their  minds  without  travelling  to  China  and 
elsewhere.  The  gentleman  stated  that  the  saving 
is  only  $7000.  1  think  it  is  considerably  more  tbau 
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tliat.  In  tile  first  place,  we  have  got  to  lay  out 
thirty-rive  to  tony  thousand  to  renovate  the 
building,  and  four'or  five  thousand  dollars  more 
tor  furniture.  The  interest  on  $36,000  is  $2000, 
and  by  leasing  it  I  figure  it  up  that  we  can  save 
$12,000  a  year.  The  gentleman  seems  to  talk  as  if 
we  are  going  to  tear  the  building  down.  It  is  to 
remain  intact  just  the  same  as  it  it  were  to  be 
used  for  city  purposes.  It  will  not  accomplish 
the  purpose  ot  giviog  the  required  room, 
and  will  relieve  only  a  few  departments. 
There  is  going  to  be  a  new  Court  House  in 
a  few  years,  and  if  it  is  on  another  site,  the  old 
building  and  the  City  Hall  can  he  connected  by  a 
bridge.  The  majority  of  the  committee  have 
thoughtltnot  expedient  to  renovate  the  Old  State 
House,  and  I  hope  the  minority  report  will  he 
accepted. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— I  wish  to  add  a  word  in 
the  same  line  as  the  remarks  of  the  chairman  ot 
the  committee.  It  strikes  me  that  the  reports  do 
not  go  into  the  figures  quite  accurately  and  fully 
enough.  The  assumption  has  been  that  we  were 
to  acquire  from  this  building  only  515,000  rent.  I 
think  there  is  a  possibility  that  we  may  get  more 
than  that  from  the  rent  ot  the  building.  The 
item  of  interest  ha?  also  been  left  out  of  the 
account.  At  four  per  cent,  that  is  $4000  a  year. 
We  spend  835,000  in  fitting  it  up,  and  the  item  of 
interest  is  to  be  taken  into  account.  It  strikes 
me  that  the  amount  we  save  would  be 
the  difference  that  would  be  made  by  provid- 
ing to  repair  the  Old  State  House— about 
$10,000  a  year  instead  or  S7000.  Then  the  ques- 
tion arises  whether  or  not  we  receive  a  sufficient 
return  for  the  money.  If  we  do  it  is  well  to  make 
the  expenditure,  It"we  do  not,  we  should  abstain 
from  it.  It  seems  to  me  we  do  nor,  make  a  suffi- 
cient saving.  1  agree  with  toe  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  that  ic  is  very  unfortunate  that  our  city 
offices  should  be  distributed  throughout  the  city 
as  they  are.  Some  people  charge  Boston  with 
being  a  one-horse  town,  and  as  a  Bojtonian  I  re- 
cent rue  imputation;  but  I  do  think  we  are  open 
to  this  reproach  in  regard  to  the  Court  House 
and  public  buildings.  If  by  making  this  expend- 
iture we  could  collect  all  the  offices  iuto  two 
buildings,  I  should  be  in  favor  ot  it.  But  after 
making  the  expenditure  we  shall  still  have  the 
departments  separated.  We  have  before  us  a  mo- 
tion to  erect  a  new  building  for  the  Police  De- 
partment. We  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  re- 
proach and  inconvenience  we  are  now  subject  to. 
The  claim  ot  the  chairman  of  the  committee  that 
at  gome  time  we  shall  have  a  new  Court  House,  I 
think,  has  some  force  in  it.  We  may  have  it  upon 
the  present  site.  The  law  under  wnich  we  are 
acting  provides  that  it  shall  be  upon  the  land 
taken  for  the  purpose,  and  the  Aldermen  have 
taken  the  reservoir  site.  If  the  Court  House  goes 
on  to  the  reservoir  site,  we  shall  have  this  large 
building  on  our  hands,  and  all  the  departments 
can  be  accommodated.  By  the  time  this  next 
lease  expires  we  shall  be  in  a  position  to  know 
where  the  new  Court  House  will  be.  Then,  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter  of  sentiment,  I  agree  with 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  fully.  I  am  one  of 
those  who  favor  this  matter  of  sentiment.  My 
office  is  situated  where  I  have  to  cross  State 
street  a  great  many  times.  If  it  were  not  for 
the  historical  associations  connected  with  the 
building  1  should  favor  taking  it  away.  I  would 
endure  a  great  deal  of  inconvenience  rather  than 
have  it  tasen  down.  When  we  come  to  this  pro- 
posed restoration,  what  does  it  amount  to  ?  If 
we  restore  the  walls,  we  do  not  have  the  old  in- 
terior. It  is  at  best  a  reproduction  of  the  old  in- 
terior. It  seems  to  me  we  are  getting  up  a  spuri- 
ous relic.  If  we  could  get  up  a  genuine"  relic,  we 
could  have  proper  emotions  when  we  come  before 
it  w>th  heaving  breast  and  streaming  eyes;  but  as 
it  is  proposed,  we  shall,  as  Rutu3  Choate  says,  di- 
late with  a  wrong  emotion.  Now  this  is  not  the 
Old  State  House  so  far  as  the  interior  is  concerned. 
I  believe  in  preserving  the  building  for  the  sake  of 
its  walls,  lor  the  sake  ot  what  it  is  as  a  genuine 
relic  of  the  past.  But  so  far  as  the  interior  is  con- 
cerned we  cannot  make  it  a  relic.  We 
can  only  make  an  imitation,  it  will  be 
a  spurious  relic,  and  it  seems  to  me 
we  are  going  too  lar  when  we  make  the  remodel- 
ling of  the  interior  a  matter  of  sentiment.  I  be- 
lieve the  interior  we  will  put  there  will  be  as  new 
as  the  new  Joy's  Building  will  lie.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  will  hardly  stand  in  front  of 
the  new  Joy's  Building  with  any  tender  reminis- 
cences of  the  pai-r.  It  stands 'on  the  site  of  the 
old  bui  ding,  hut  it  is  a  new  one.    The  renovated 


Old  State  House  will  be  as  new  as  the  new  Joy's 
Building,  and  it  seems  to  me  the  argument  of 
sentiment  is  out  of  place  in  regard  to  the  renova- 
tion. If  the  argument  of  sentiment  were  against 
tearing  down  the  building,  it  would  have  some 
weight,  but  when  it  is  used  to  put  in  the  new 
building,  it  has  no  force. 

Mr.  Pope  of  Ward  9— If  the  speech  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  had  been  made  forty  years 
ago,  when  they  proposed  to  use  the  Old  State 
House  for  private  offices,  I  should  have  consid- 
ered it  a  very  good  speech.  But  alter  haviDg 
used  it  for  private  offices  for  forty  years,  I  cannot 
see  its  application.  What  is  it  that  attaches  to 
the  importance  of  old  landmarks,  if  not  that 
they  remain  and  keep  their  ancient  standing. 
Now,  as  I  understand,  the  exterior  of  this  build- 
ing Is  now  as  it  has  ever  been.  If  that  be  so, 
could  we  not  as  well  preserve  it,  while  being  used 
for  private  offices,  for  the  world's  fair 
four  years  hence,  as  if  the  city  departments 
were  transferred  there.  I  tbiok  we  could.  lean 
see  no  difference  whatever.  The  gentleman  says 
we  save  $7000.  I  estimate  that  we  shall  save  the 
$35,000  we  propose  to  spend,  and  what  we  shall 
receive  for  rencs.  If  we"  are  so  anxious  to  have 
a  spurious  Old  State  House,  let  us  take  $35,000 
and  build  one,  so  that  when  people  come  here 
four  years  hence  we  can  point  to  that  as  an 
ancient  landmark.  This  report  says  "the  restora- 
tion of  the  Old  State  House."  If  the  people  who 
come  here  four  years  hence  could  see  this  report 
they  would  not  consider  this  building  much  of 
an  ancient  landmaik.  1  hope  the  majority  re- 
port will  be  accepted,  and  that  we  will  not 
lay  out  $35,000  on  this  old,  ancient  land 
mark  by  building  a  new  Old  State  House,  if 
I  may  so  term  it.  The  interior  has  been 
changed,  and  the  exterior  is  very  much  as  it  was 
in  the  beginning,  and  by  leaving  it  as  it  is  we 
can  show  people  just  as  much  of  an  old  land- 
mark as  though  we  changed  it.  The  building 
will  stand  just  as  long  as  it  is  as  it  would  if  we 
moved  our  departments  there.  I  understand  that 
buildings  which  have  had  legislative  proceedings 
in  them  usually  give  out  betore  those  used  for 
private  offices.  If  we  wish  to  preserve  it  I  think 
we  had  better  keep  the  public  offices  out  of  it 
and  let  the  private  offices  stay  there.  I  hope  it 
will  remain  as  it  is  until  the  world's  fair,  and  let 
ti-  be  able  to  say,  There  is  the  Old  State  House. 
People  will  say  you  ought  to  build  a  new  building 
for  $35,000.  If  you  speud  $35,000  on  it  it  will  not 
be  an  ancient  landmark.  I  ho;je  the  ruajorirv  re- 
port will  be  accepted  and  the  minority  have  leave 
to  withdraw. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25-1  suppose  I  am  not  as 
much  of  an  antiquarian  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  li  is,  and  tor  that  reason  I  cannot  see  why 
the  Old  State  House  shall  be  retained.  We  have 
before  us  the  petition  of  ex-Mayor  Cobb,  Frank- 
lin Haven  and  others,  asking  that  the  building 
be  removed.  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  do  better 
than  to  give  those  petitioners  a  hearing.  I  move 
that  the  reports  be  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings,  and  that  they  be  author- 
ized to  give  the  petitioners  a  hearing. 

Mi .  Whicmore—  I  wish  to  make  oue  correction 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  10  has  made  a  mistake, 
I  think,  which  1  trust  he  will  consider.  He  pro- 
ceeds on  a  false  assumption.  There  has  not  been 
tne  cnange  in  the  interior  which  he  imagines 
The  walls  are  not  only  intact,  but  the  windows 
floors  and  timbers  are  the  same.  That  work  was  put 
up  to  last  for  generations,  and  it  has  lasted.  The 
changes  I  speak  of  have  been  such  as  are  made 
in  every  olu  building;  such  as  the  tearing  down 
of  parti  ions  and  putting  In  stairways  for  conve- 
nience. The  walls  are  in  the  same  condition,  and 
it  is  as  genuine  a  relic  as  can  be  found.  If  I  had 
known  this  ohjeeti  m  was  to  be  made,  I  might 
have  fortified  myself  with  the  innumerable  ex- 
amples of  buildings  which  have  been  renovated 
A  few  years  ago  Shakspeare's  birth  place  was  jri 
that  condition  that  it  was  necessary  to  make  ex- 
tensive alterations  and  renovations,  to  renew 
old  floors  and  timbers.  For  two  or  three  cen- 
turies th"  building  had  been  used  as  a  dwelling 
house,  and  a  part  of  the  time  as  a  shop.  For  all 
that,  people  go  there,  and  will  go  there  for  cen- 
turies to  come,  to  look  at  that  building,  with 
a  sentiment  of  respect.  We  have  Faneull  Hall 
It,  is  much  less  a  genuine  relic,  in  the  purely 
legal  view  which  the  gentleman  takes  of  it, 
than  the  Old  State  House.  That  building  has 
been  raised,  made  wider  and  higher.  I  presume 
there  is  only  a  part  of  the  two  end  walls  ana  one 
side  wall  remaining  intact.    When  one  goes  down 
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there  aucl  tries  to  realize  what  the  meetings  were, 
he  is  deceiving  himself;  the  rooms  were  much 
smaller;  yet  every  year  it  is  visited  as  a  genuine 
relic.  I  did  not  expect  anybody  would  take  that 
line  of  argument.  I  would  ask  tbe  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  to  take  this  volume,  which  is  full' 
of  illustrations  of  Independence  Hall,  and  see 
what  has  been  done  there.  The  very  inkstand 
used  by  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence had  to  be  sought  out  to  put  there.  It  is 
not  a  fact  that  the  relics  of  the  Old  State  House 
cannot  be  found.  A.  gentleman  has  two  or  three 
chairs  which  were  used  there;  at  the  Historical 
Society  we  have  the  desk  used  by  the 
Speaker.  It  is  just  as  feasible  for  us  to 
restore  the  Old  State  House  as  it  was  to  restore 
Independence  Hall.  More  than  that,  we  have  ten 
times  more  material  than  Mr.  Etting  had  when 
he  began  there,  ten  years  ago.  I  hope  gentlemen 
will  confiDe  themselves  to  the  vital  question  in- 
volved in  this  matter.  The  question  of  economy 
is  trifling,  paltry,  unworthy  the  consideration  of 
this  Couucil  for  a  moment,  in  connection  with 
this  subject.  I  say  there  is  not  a  man  who,  alter 
voting  $15,000  for  the  Fourth  of  July  celebration 
and  §1000  additional  for  the  Seventeenth  of 
June,  to  be  spent  in  noise,  who  should  not  blush 
when  he  jiins  in  a  refusal  to  carry  out  the 
dedication  of  this  building  to  public  uses.  This 
talk  about  unreal  economy  is  no  argument,  and  I 
have  not  the  patience  to  listen  to  such  talk.  If 
the  members  of  this  Council  do  not  wish  to  have 
the  building  devoted  to  public  uses,  it  is  not 
necessary  for  them  to  give  reasons:  a  silent  vote 
is  effectual  and  more  dignified.  Such  reasons  as 
have  been  given  are  unworthy  of  utterance.  It 
is  as  ridiculous  as  tbe  case  would  be  if  I  had  an 
engagement  witu  William  B.  Astor  to  arrange 
for  the  consolidation  of  telegraph  companies, 
and  he  failed  to  meet  me  because  it  would  cost 
him  a  dollar  to  ride  down  town  in  a  carriage.  In 
the  great  revenue  we  receive  and  spend  every 
year  there  are  places  where  proper  economies 
can  be  made  better  than  in  this.  There  is  not  one 
department  in  the  City  Government  in  which 
greater  economies  cannot  be  made;  and  I  tell 
you  that  the  public  will  hold  any  City  Govern- 
ment to  such  searching  and  ample  economy  that 
undertakes  tbis  line  of  action  in  this  matter.  We 
have  no  right  to  squander  money  for  flowers, 
dinners,  carriages  and  junketing,  and  then 
plead  that  we  have  not  money  enough  to  pre- 
serve for  the  next  generation  'a  building  with 
such  a  history  as  the  Old  State  House  has.  If 
gentlemen  wish  to  throw  aside,  sentiment, 
then  I  hope  the  hearing  will  be  given  to 
the  gentlemen  who  have  at  least  one 
common-place,  brutal  sentiment,  and  who  wish 
to  tear  down  the  buildlog  to  increase  the  value  of 
other  real  estate,  and  to  get  a  little  more  room 
for  carriages  and  teams.  This  is  very  ordinary 
reasoning,  but  is  easily  understood.  I  can  easily 
imagine  the  feeling  of  the  Council  if,  upou  the 
deatb  of  a  Webster  or  an  Everett,  a  committee  of 
the  City  Government,  charged  with  the  duty  of 
attending  the  ceremony  of  a  public  funeral, 
should  find  on  arriving  at  the  house  of  the  de- 
ceased statesman  that  his  executors  had  sold  his 
body  tor  dissection,  in  order  that  they  might  add 
the  further  sum  of  §15  to  the  inventory  of  his  es- 
tate. To  me,  Mr.  President,  there  will  be  a  great 
similarity  in  the  two  cases  if  we  sell  or  destroy 
this  house— the  hallowed  scene  of  such  glorious 
associations— to  increase  the  valuation  of  State 
street,  or  to  add  a  few  thousand  dollars  to  our 
enormous  annual  revenues. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  has  made  a  very  good  suggestion.  We 
have  a  petition  from  Franklin  Haven  and  others, 
praying  that  this  buildiDg  may  be  removed. 
When  I  signed  this  majority  report  1  stated  that 
I  did  it  on  purely  financial  principles,  because  we 
could  get  more  money  out  of  the  State  House 
than  in  any  other  way;  and  at  the  same  time  I 
stated  that  if  there  was  a  seutimeut  very  gener- 
ally among  the  people  that  it  ought  to  be  pre- 
served I  had  no  objections.  Instead  of  recom- 
mitting those  reports,  if  they  could  be  laid  upon 
the  table  and  the  committee  instructed  fo  give 
the  petitioners  a  hearing,  it  would  do  more  to 
show  public  sentiment  than  anything  else.  I 
must  acknowledge  that  I  do  not  possess  senti- 
ment enough  to  lay  out  a  great  deal  of  money  to 
preserve  a'building  like  that.  Therefore  I  hope 
that  instead  of  recommitting  those  reports  they 
will  be  laid  uoon  the  table  and  the  committee  be 
instructed  to'give  the  petitioners  for  the  removal 
of  the  Old  State  House  a  hearing. 


Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17—1  hope  the  motion  to  re- 
commit these  reports,  tor  the  purpose  of  giviug 
a  hearing,  will  not  prevail.  I  can  hardly  believe 
there  are  any  three  members  of  this  Council  who 
would  vote  to  remove  the  Old  State  House.  If 
such  a  hearing  should  be  given,  I  think  it  would 
do  what  the  gentleman  who  last  spoke  referred  to 
— stir  up  public  sentiment;  but  it  would  be  a  sen- 
timent entirely  contrary  to  what  he  expects.  I 
think  the  sentiment  would  be  unanimous  in  favor 
of  retaining  the  building.  A  few  interested 
property  owners  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Old  State 
House  might  appear  and  testify  that  they  thought 
it  better  to  remove  the  building,  but  they  would 
be  actuated  by  motives  of  self  -  interest. 
But  the  peopie  of  the  city  of  Boston 
have,  I  hope,  greater  respect  for  these  landmarks 
than  to  consent  to  the  removal  of  the  Old  State 
House.  If  I  thought  for  one  moment  that  the  re- 
newal of  these  leases  would  disfigure  the  Old 
State  House,  or  tend  to  its  becoming  anything 
different  from  what  it  is  now,  or  has  been,  I 
should  oppose  its  being  again  leased.  But  as  a 
member  of  this  Council  I  cannot  vote  in  favor  of 
the  report  of  the  minority  because  of  the  expense 
involved  in  its  recommendation,  and  I  hope  the 
order  will  not  prevail.  If  I  supposed  that  a  re- 
newal of  the  present  leases  would  tend  to  injure 
the  building  I  should  oppose  their  renewal,  tor  I 
am  decidedly  in  favor  of  retaining  the  Old  State 
House  in  its  original  condition,  as  nearly  as  pos- 
sible. I  also  am  in  favor  of  using  city  property 
for  city  purposes  whenever  it  is  for  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  city  to  do  so.  But  in  the  present 
case  it  has  been  shown  that  the  city  would  be  a 
large  loser  financially  by  terminating  the  leases 
and  fitting  up  the  building  for  its  own  offices; 
and  therefore  I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  the  report 
of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  as  I  consider  it 
to  be  my  duty  as  a  member  of  the  Council,  in  the 
interests  of  economy. 

Mr.  Swan  of  Ward" 24— I  hope  the  motion  to  re- 
commit these  reports  will  prevail.  When  a  body 
of  gentlemen,  representing  so  much  real  estate 
aud  wealth  as  these  petitioners  do,  ask  the  City 
Council  the  privilege  of  appearing  before  the 
committee  aud  having  a  hearing,  it  is  no  more 
than  our  duty  to  grant  their  request.  When 
tbe  hearing  occurs  we  shall  perhaps  find  out 
whether  public  sentiment  is  in  favor  of  the  re- 
moval of  the  Old  State  House,  or  against  it.  At 
any  rate  it  does  not  seem  courteous  to  refuse  peti- 
tioners of  such  standing  as  those  whose  names  ap- 
pear upon  this  petition  a  hearing  when  they  ask 
for  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  a  re- 
committal and  giving  the  petitioners  a  heariog. 
I  move  to  amend  the  motion  by  adding  the 
words,  "aud  that  the  use  of  this  Council  Cham- 
ber be  given  to  the  committee  for  that  purpose 
if  desired."  As  we  know,  the  room  down  stairs 
has  been  divided  and  is  not  convenient  for  pub- 
lic hearings.  There  are  a  great  many  persons  who 
would  like  to  attend  such  a  hearing".  I  wish  to  call 
attention  of  the  Council  to  a  parallel  case.  In  1S7G 
it  was  attempted  to  put  a  building  upon  Boston 
Common.  The  committee  were  unanimous.  They 
had  been  seen,  aud  the  consequence  was  they 
were  going  to  report  il  favorably.  Iu  the  space 
of  tnree  days  after  that  information  got  out,  a 
petition  was  circulated  and  presented  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  they  felt  obliged  to 
give  the  remonstrants  a  hearing.  I  had 
the  honor  of  heading  the  petition  and 
working  for  it.  1  was  one  of  the  com- 
mittee of  rive  citizens  who  arranged  for  a 
bearing.  We  met  iu  the  large  committee  room 
down  stairs,  aud  the  number  of  persons  tilled  the 
room  to  ovei  flowing,  so  that  we  had  to  adjourn  to 
tbis  ball. 

Mr.  Bigelow  accepted  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Whitmore. 

Mr.  Rosuosky  of  Ward  10— I  hope  this  motion 
will  not  prevail.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  17 
has  truly  said  that  we  cannot  get  five  members  of 
the  present  City  Government  to  vote  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  Old  State  House.  It  wi  1  be  merely 
a  waste  of  time  to  adopt  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12,  aud  it  will  be  merely  an  ex- 
pense to  the  city  oi  Boston  tor  junketing.  Gen- 
tlemen are  aware  that  public  hearings  cannot  be 
completed  in  one  day,  i>nd  sometimes  not  in  two. 
They  will  have  to  come  here  two  or  three  days, 
and  the  expense  will  be  so  mucb  larger  for  jun- 
keting. The  question  is  whether  we  want  to 
spend  $35,000  for  remodelling  the  building  or  let 
it  stand  and  save  $7000  a  year  in  rent.  I  hope  the 
motion  to  recommit  will  not  prevail. 
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Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— I  hope  tbe  motion  to 
recommit  will  prevail.  I  think  the  city  of  Boston 
can  afford  the  expense  of  giving  a  public  hearing 
on  a  matter  of  this  importance. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Bigelow  as  amended  by  Mr. 
Whlimore  wss  adopted.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a 
reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Sent  up. 

HEALTH    DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  7  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

The  Joint  Committee  on  Health,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  order  that  the  Board  of  Health  be 
requested  to  abate  a  nuisance  on  vacant  land  on 
Sixth  street,  between  Fifth  and  Seventh  streets, 
report  that  the  Board  or  Health  have  caused  im- 
mediate steps  to  be  taken  for  the  abatement  of 
said  nuisance,  and  bat  a  few  days  will  be  re- 
quird  for  its  completion. 

For  the  Committee, 

John  Dohektv. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

The  Joint  committee  on  Health,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  order  that  the  report  of  the  Inspec- 
tor of  Vinegar  be  taken  from  the  files  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Health,  report  that, 
considering  the  amount  appropriated  sufficient, 
no  further  action  is  required. 
For  the  Committee, 

John  Dohektv. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

•     POLICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Welch  of  Ward  7  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Police: 

Report  that  the  resolve  relating  to  dispensing 
with  the  annual  parade  of  the  Police  Department 
ought  not  to  nass.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Report  recommending  that  the  petition  of  A. 
P.  Bovce  and  others  for  some  restraint  upon  the 
manner  of  driviDg  droves  of  horses  through  Cam- 
den street  be  referred  to  the  Police  Commission- 
ers.   Accepted  and  referred  accordingly. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Police,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  communication  from  the 
Police  Commissioners  recommending  certain 
changes  in  the  police  ordinances,  etc.,  beg  leave 
to  report  in  part  at  this  time  upon  so  much  of 
said  communication  as  relates  to  the  pension  paid 
Officer  Enos  Wasgatt.  At  the  request  of  the  com- 
mittee, the  Police  Commissioners  submitted  the 
following  statement  in  regard  to  Officer  Wasgatt: 
BOSTON,  May  23,  1881. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  of  the  City  Council: 
Gentlemen— Iu  the  matter  of  the  pension  of  Enos 
Wasgatt,  which  was  referred  by  the  Police  Com- 
mittee of  tne  City  Council  to  the  Board  of  Police 
Commissioners  for  investigation  and  report,  the 
board  find  as  follows:  That  Officer  Wasgatt,  then 
an  active  member  of  the  police  force,  was  while 
on  duty  during  the  so-called  "draft  riot"  of  18C3 
permanently  injured;  that  he  remained  on  the  po- 
lice roll,  receiving  full  pay,  without  any  action 
being  taken  by  tbe  City  Government  in  relation 
to  bim  until  July  16,  1868,  when  it  was 
ordered  by  the  City  Council  that  he 
be  paid  S3  per  day,  which  sum  he  has  ever  since 
received;  that  since  he  was  injured  be  has  done 
no  active  duty,  though  retained  and  counted  as 
a  patrolman  in  the  Police  Department,  and  has 
received  from  tbe  city  nearly  $18,000.  At  the 
time  tbe  persion  was  giantea  to  Officer  Wasgatt 
he  was  liable  for  the  support  of  at  least  a  wife 
and  two  minoi  children  (a  son  and  a  daughter); 
the  two  latter  the  board  believe  to  be  now  6o  sit- 
uated in  lite  as  no  longer  to  be  a  bur- 
den OB  the  father.  Officer  Wasgatt  biwself 
spends  bis  winters  iu  Florida,  and  has 
to  a  ereater  or  less  extent  been  engaged 
in  private  business,  and  is  in  possession  of  some 
property.  Tbe  pension  paid  Officer  Wasgatt  is 
three  times  as  large  as  that  paid  to  any  of  the 
other  pensioners  of  the  Police  Department,  tbe 
necessities  of  some  of  whom  are  as  great,  if  not 
greater,  than  his.  In  view  of  tbe  large  amount 
already  paid  Officer  Wasgatt,  and  of  tbe  fact  that 
nis  lamily  relations  have  so  greatly  changed 
within  the  last  few  years,  diminishing  his  neces- 
sities, while  his  means  have  increased,  and  in 
justice  to  other  members  of  the  Police  Depart 
uient  and  the  public,  the  board  recommends  that 
the  vote  pensioning  Officer  Wasgatt  be  rescinoed. 
Thi*  would  place  him  on  a  par  with  the  other 
officers  of  the  force,  to  be  pensioned  like  them, 
if  at  all,  by  vote  of  this  board. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

.    Henry-  Walker,  Chairman. 


The  committee  believe  that  tbe  recommenda- 
tion of  tbe  Commissioners  should  be  adopted, 
and  therefore  respectfully  recommend  the  pas- 
sage of  the  following  order. 

For  the  Committee, 

W.  J.  Welch. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  July  10, 1868, 
authorizing  the  payment  from  the  appropriation 
for  police  of  the  sum  of  $3  ner  day  to  Enos  Was- 
gatt be  and  the  same  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  8.15 
P.  M.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1. 

RULES    AND  ORDERS     OF    THE    COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Rules  and  Orders  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  be  requested  to  consider  whether 
any  change  in  the  order  of  business  for  meetings 
of  the  Common  Council  is  expedient. 

Mr.  Lauten— It  is  possible  the  committee  may 
deem  it  advisable  to  recommend  a  change  in  the 
rules  aad  orders  of  this  Council,  so  that  reports 
of  committees,  petitions  and  orders  may  be  en- 
tertained before  the  business  coming  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  is  acted  upon,  f  think  it  will 
be  a  move  in  tbe  right  direction. 

The  order  was  passed. 

PROPOSED  ADDITION  TO  WINCHELL  SCHOOLHOUSE 
YARD. 

Mr.  Pope  of  Ward  9  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be  authorized  to 
purchase,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $2000,  a 
vacant  lot  of  land  adj  >iniug  the  yard  of  the  Win- 
chell  Schoolhouse,  in  the  rear,  ana  to  erect  there- 
on suitable  privies  for  said  school;  the  expense  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Schoolhouses 
and  Pub.'ic  Buildings.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings. 

EAST  BOSTON   PERRY  TOLLS. 

Mr.  Doberty  of  Ward  2  offered  an  order— That 
on  and  after  July  1,  1881,  and  until  otherwise  or- 
dered, each  person  crossing  the  East  Boston  fer- 
ries shall  be  charged  a  toll  of  one  cent,  instead  of 
two  cents,  as  at  present;  and  that  on  and  after 
the  above  date  the  issue  of  passenger  tickets  be 
abolished.  Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Doherty, 
to  the  Committee  on  East  Boston  Ferries. 

THE  OLD  HIGH  SCHOOL  BUILDING. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  accompanying  petition  of  John 
Newell  and  others,  that  the  schoolhouse  on  Bed- 
ford street  be  used  for  a  free  industrial  school, 
beg  leave  to  report  that  the  request  cannot  be 
granted.  Said  High  and  Latin  schoolhouse  and 
lot,  together  with  other  school  buildings,  are 
pledged  to  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  of  sale  to  be 
specially  used  for  the  payment  and  cancellation 
of  the  certificates  issued  for  the  loan  authorized 
for  the  erection  of  the  new  English  High  and 
Latin  School  building,  as  per  order  of  the  City 
Council,  passed  May  24,  1877,  and  approved  by 
the  Mayor,  May  25, 1877. 

For  the  Committee, 

Howard  Clapp. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13  submitted  the  following 
from  tbe  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Reports  of  'eave  to  withdraw  on  tbe  following 
petitions:  Frauk  H.  Pulsifer,  to  be  paid  for  in- 
juries to  his  horse  on  Commercial  street.  Michael 
Fitzgibbons,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  re- 
ceived on  Princeton  street.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

THE  BOYLSTON-STUEET  ESTATE. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  desire  to 
reiterate  that  it  is  their  unanimous  opinion  that 
the  laud  and  building  37  Boylston  street  should 
be  sold,  and  in  their  judgment  the  time  is  uow 
favorable  for  the  sale.  The  discussion  of  last 
Thursday  having  developed  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion as  to  the  proceeds  of  tbe  sale,  your  committee 
would  suggest  that  when  the  order  is  reached  for 
consideration,  it  be  so  amended  as  to  provide 
that  the  proceeds  ol  the  sale  be  transferred  to 
the  Reserve  Fund.  By  so  doing,  the  same  can  be 
made  available  for  any  future  use  that  the  City 
Council  may  determine. 

For  the  Committee, 

Howard  Clapp. 

The  question  was  upon  the  acceptance  of  the 
report. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  and  Mr.  Means  of 
Ward  20  desired  some  explanation  of  the  report. 
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Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23— By  the  previous  re- 
port, unluckily  perhaps,  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
ot  that  estate  were  to  be  appropriated  lor  the 
purchase  of  land  for  a  new  building  for  the  Police 
Department.  I  think  that  is  where  the  whole 
trouble  arose.  This  building  was  purchased 
some  years  ago,  I  thinK  at  an  expense  of  about 
$73,000,  when  they  thought  it  proper  to  enlarge 
the  present  Public  Library.  Since  then  different 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  a  new  library, 
and  the  possibility  of  extending  that  building 
upon  this  lot  has  gone  by.  This  piece  of  land  is 
of  no  use  to  the  city  except  for  the  rent  which  it 
produces,  which  is  not  half  what  Government 
bonds  would  return  at  3%  per  cent.,  besides 
losing  the  taxes  upon  a  very  valuable  piece  of 
property,  if  sold.  The  committee  have  looked 
this  thing  over,  and  tbintt  the  city  decidedly  at 
fault  in  keeping  the  building,  there  being  quite  a 
boom  in  real  estate  at  present.  The  committee 
recommend  that  they  be  given  power  to  sell  the 
property  by  public  auction. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended, and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18 
the  order  in  regard  to  the  sale  ot  the  estate  37 
Boylston  sti  eet  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18  moved  to  amend  the  order 
so  that  the  proceeds  shall— 

"Be  used  to  create  a  special  fund  to  be  applied 
to  the  erection  of  a  building  for  the  use  of  the 
Public  Library." 

Mr.  Hart— The  building  was  originally  bought 
for  the  Public  Library,  and  that  is  where  the  pro- 
ceeds ought  to  go. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  offer  as  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment  that  the  proceeds  be  placed  to  the 
credit  of  the  reserve  fund,  which  I  understand 
to  be  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings.  The  reason  is  this:  When  the 
time  comes  to  put  up  that  building  it  may  cost 
$250,000  or  §300,000.  It  will  be  a  building  for  the 
use  of  persons  for  the  next  twenty  years,  and  it 
seems  to  me  very  proper  indeed  that  the  money 
should  be  raised  by  a  loan  and  distributed  over 
that  period.  Although  I  am  entirely  friendly  to 
the  building,  yet  I  think  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  18  will  be  a  detriment,  because 
of  late  years  it  has  been  the  policy  of  the  City 
Treasurer  and  Auditor  to  discourage  small  loans, 
no  matter  what  the  object.  Several  street  widen- 
ings  have  been  forced  into  the  tax  levy,  because 
the  cost  was  so  small  that  the  City  Treasurer 
did  not  want  to  make  a  loan.  If  we  put 
this  into  a  special  appropriation  for  that  pur- 
pose, I  am  afraid  they  will  want  to  put  the  whole 
cost  of  the  building  into  the  tax  levy,  and  that 
will  be  a  great  stumbling  block  toward  getting 
the  building  completed,  if  during  the  next  year 
we  are  called  upon  to  raise  $300,000  for  that  pur- 
pose by  taxation.  Therefore  I  would  suggest 
that  if  the  gentleman  is  favorable  to  the  idea  of  a 
new  library  building,  to  have  this  sum  of  money 
added  to  the  reserve  fund,  where  we  can  use  it 
for  any  other  purpose,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
we  can  set  it  aside  for  the  library  building  if  we 
desire. 

Mr.  Hart— For  the  very  reason  which  the  gen- 
tleman advauces,  I  desire  to  have  it  go  the  way  I 
have  proposed.  If  we  have  taken  any  step  in  the 
right  direction  within  the  past  few  years,  it  has 
been  in  not  borrowing  money.  This  very  day  I 
have  been  maklDg  an  examination  ol  the  finances 
of  the  city  of  Boston.  Today  we  stand  as  a  city 
a  million  and  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars 
better  off  as  regards  debt  than  we  did 
a  year  ago.  And  why?  Because  we 
put  our  foot  down,  and  do  not  borrow 
money,  and  have  not  borrowed  auy,  and  if  we 
continue  that  for  a  few  years  we  shall  reduce  our 
interest  account  so  largely  that  we  shall  be  able 
to  accomplish  all  the  work  we  want  by  using  the 
very  money  we  now  appropriate  and  put  into  the 
tax  levy  for  interest  I  hope  this  money  will  be 
put  just  where  it  belongs  and  where  it  ought 
to  be. 

Mr.  Means  of  Ward  20—1  did  not  expect  this 
report  of  the  committee  would  so  soon  come  back 
to  us,  and  for  that  reason  I  am  not  prepared  to 
raise  a  point  which  seems  to  be  an  important  one, 
and  which  has  yet  in  no  wise  been  considered 
by  the  council.  It  has  been  said  here  that  be- 
cause we  had  accepted  the  land  upon  the  Back 
Bay  at  the  .-junction  of  Boylstou  and  Dartmouth 
streets,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  library,  we 
shall  necessarily  have  no  further  use  for  this 
piece  of  land  upon  Boylston  street.  Now,  Mr. 
President,  that  act  of  tae  Legislature,  passed  in 
1880,  granting  us  a  piece  of  land  upon  Boylston 


street,  was  upon  condition  of  our  accepting  the 
same,  which  was  done  by  the  City  Council  last  year. 
But  I  hardly  think  the  City  Council,  when  they 
accepted  it,  fully  understood  the  conditions 
coupled  with  the  act  as  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture. If  you  will  permit  me,  1  will  read  from  that 
act,  as  follows: 

■'That  upon  the  opening  of  said  library  all  cit- 
izens of  the  Commonwealth  shall  have  the  per- 
petual right  of  access  thereto  free  of  charge." 

I  think  that  act  has  been  forced  upon  the  city 
of  Boston  by  an  oversight  in  the  City  Council  of 
last  year.  If  we  build  a  Public  Library  building 
upon  the  site  on  the  Back  Bay  covered  by  that 
act,  we  shall  be  bound  forever,  under  an  enor- 
mous expense,  to  maintain  a  library  for  the  use 
of  Tom,  Dick  and  Harry  scattered  from  Cape  Cod 
to  the  Berkshire  Hills,  with  no  remuneration  to 
the  city  of  Boston  except  one  paltry  little  lot  of 
land  on  the  Back  Bay.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  what 
harm  does  it  do  ?  There  are  many  people  in  the 
city  of  Boston  who  desire  to  use  the  Public  Libra- 
ry. Many  of  them  live  in  my  own  section,  in  Rox- 
bury,  many  others  in  Charlestown,  East  Boston, 
South  Boston  and  the  various  outlying  districts. 
The  horse  cars  now  centre  upon  Boylston  street, 
which  is  handy  tor  them,  and  they  can  patronize 
the  library  with  convenience  and  ease.  It  is  for 
our  benefit  and  the  good  of  the  city  that  the 
study  and  use  of  books  should  be  promoted  and 
made  as  easy  and  as  convenient  of  access  as  pos- 
sible. But  by  moving  that  library  from  Boylston 
street  to  the  Back  Bay,  we  make  it  impossible  for 
many  persons  to  reach  it  without  a  great  detour. 
It  is  not  a  convenient  and  pleasant  part  of  the 
city  to  reach.  Before  we  sell  this  land  on  Boyl- 
ston street,  which  was  bought  for  the  purpose  of 
extending  the  library  there  situated,  we  should 
cousider  "well  the  question  whether  or  not  we 
propose  to  move  that  library  from  Boylston 
street.  I  sincerely  hope  that  "will  not  be  done. 
Then,  sir,  we  should  consider  whether  or  not  we 
are  going  to  open  another  library  and  keep  it 
running  for  the  benefit  of  persons  who  do  not 
live  in  the  city,  who  pay  no  taxes  and  no  portion 
of  the  expense  of  maintaining  it,  and  who  will 
crowd  out  our  own  citizens.  I  hope  this  order  to 
sell  that  land  will  be  voted  down",  that  we  shall 
leave  the  act  of  the  Legislature  just  where  it  Is, 
and  sot  build  any  library  upon  the  Back  Bay, 
which  we  shall  be  compelled  to  open  to  foreigners, 
so  to  speak,  but  leave  the  State  to  what  redress 
they  have.  I  think  it  was  a  mistake  and  over- 
sight by  which  we  accepted  the  act.  I  hope  we 
shall  have  regard  for  the  comfort  and  ease  of  our 
own  citizens  and  not  shut  the  library  out  from 
their  use. 

No  objection  being  made,  Mr.  Whitmore  with- 
drew his  amendment. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23 — That  piece  of  land 
was  not  bought  to  extend  the  library,  but  to  pre- 
vent other  buildings  being  put  up  there.  The 
city  now  owns  a  strip  of  land  twelve  feet  wide, 
and  this  building  does  not  affect  it.  The  State 
ceded  this  land  on  the  Back  Bay  to  the  city.  We 
may  never  ouild  upon  it,  but  still  we  have  got 
to  erect  a  new  library  building  to  accommodate 
the  people  of  Boston.  I  am  heartily  glad  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  18  has  offered  an  amend- 
ment that  the  fund  shall  go  to  the  erection  of  a 
library  building. 

Mr.  Means—  fhad  understood  that  this  property 
was  bought  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  the  Pub- 
lic Library  building,  and  that  the  only  argument 
in  favor  of  its  sale  now  was,  there  will  be  no  fur- 
ther use  for  the  library  in  Boylston  street,  as  it  is 
going  upon  the  Back  Bay,  under  this  outrageous 
act  of  the  Legislature.  If,  as  the  gentleman  says, 
we  have  got  to  extend  this  library,  I  think  it  will 
be  well  to  keep  this  lot  ot  land,  at  least  until  the 
extension  is  decided  upon. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17—1  think  it  best  to  correct 
some  ideas  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  20. 
I  think  he  misunderstands  the  proposed  action  in 
regard  to  the  new  Public  Library  building.  It  is 
proposed  to  build  a  new  building  on  the  Back  Bay 
lot  granted  by  the  Commonwealth,  but  it  will  be 
separate  from  the  present  building  on  Boylston 
street.  The  public  will  not  be  deprived  of  the  use  of 
the  present  building,  butboth  will  be  used  in  fu- 
ture, the  present  one  for  the  circulation  of  popu- 
lar books,  and  the  new  one  for  a  reference 
library,  and  for  the  more  valuable  portion  of  the 
present  library,  which  it  is  necessary  to  put  into 
a  fire-proof  building.  It  seems  eminently  proper 
that  the  proceeds  of  this  sale  should  be  applied 
to  the  use  of  a  public  library,  and  I  hope  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from'Ward  IS  will  prevail. 
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Mr.  Means— If  you  will  pardon  uie,  sir,  one  mo- 
ment, 1  do  not  misunderstand  the  object  of  the 
trustees  or  those  who  control  the  library;  I  sup- 
posed thi9  one  would  be  left,  but  I  also  had  this 
thought,  that  a  near  branch  library  upon  Boyl- 
ston  street  will  not  suffice  io  fill  the  wants  of  the 
other  sections  of  the  city.  Carrying  all  the  valu- 
able reference  books  down  to  a  new  fire-proof 
building  on  the  Back  Bay  will  not  make  theai 
easy  of  access  to  people  from  South  and  Easr 
Boston.  Those  very  books  of  reference  are  the 
ones  which  we  should  have  in  a  most  central  and 
easily  accessible  location.  1  hope  the  main  Pub- 
lic Library  will  be  kept  where  it  is. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Hart  was  adopted,  anil 
is  amended  the  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Sent  up. 

N  CIS  AN  I    E    IN    EAST     BOSTON. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  2  offered  an  order— That 
the  Board  at  Health  be  requested  to  abate  the 
nuisance  on  the  vacant  land  in  East  Boston,  be- 
tween Maverick  and  Everett  streets,  on  both 
sides  of  Cottage  street. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Means  of  Ward  20  moved  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Health. 

Mr  Uohertv  of  Ward  2—1  hope  that  motion  wili 
not  he  passed.  The  Board  of  Health  have  that 
power,  and  by  passing  it  tonight  it  will  go 
through. 

Mr.  Means— If  it  is  not  to  be  referred  to  any  com- 
mittee, I  hope  it  will  not  be  passed  tonight.  The 
same  mat'er  came  up  in  the  Committee  on  Health 
todav,  and  the  chairman  of  the  board  stated 
that  there  were  several  lots  of  land  in  South  and 
East  Boston  which  are  uot  in  a  proper  condition; 
that  he  had  put  gangs  of  men  to  work  upon  them, 
iiuil  would  soon  begin  upon  the  lots  in  East  Bos- 
ton. I  have  no  doubt  the  chances  are  that  this 
may  be  one  of  the  lots  that  the  Board  of  Health 
have  already  determined  to  act  upon. 

Mi.  (iove  of  Ward  1—1  hope  the  motion  to  re- 
ler  will  not  prevail.  The  fact  of  it  is.  when  any- 
thing of  that  kind  comes  from  the  part  of  the  city 
where  the  gentleman  from  Ward  2  and  myself  re- 
side, it  takes  so  long  to  get  it  through  a  commit- 
tee that  the  people  die  off  and  are  buried  before 
the  nuisance  is  abated.  It  is  very  desirable  to 
have  this  nuisance  abated  at  once.  If  the  order 
is  passed,  the  Board  of  Health  will  see  that  there 
is  a  necessity  for  having  it  done  at  once,  and  will 
take  hold  and  carry  it  out. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost.  The  order  was 
passed.  Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  2  moved  a  recon- 
sideration, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.  Lost. 
Sent  up. 

BROADWAY  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  Bartlett  of  Ward  15  offered  an  order— That 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  requested  to 
nut  in  order  the  west  end  of  the  roadway  of 
Broadway  bridge. 

Mr.  Bartlett— My  reason  tor  offering  that  order 
at  this  time  is  that  the  condition  of  the  roadway 
is  very  bad.  It  is  full  of  holes,  and  I  noticed  to- 
day that  it  is  giving  way,  and  horses  going  along 
there  are  liable  to  go  through  at  any  time.  I  fear 
the  city  may  get  into  trouble  by  reason  of  the 
had  condition  of  this  road. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  moved  to  refer  the  order  to  the 
Committee  on  Streets. 

Mr.  Bartlett— I  would  move  to  amend  by  refer- 
ring it  to  the  Committee  on  Paving  on  the  part  of 
the  Council. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— As  the  Committee  on 
Paving  meet  only  once  a  year,  we  should  not  get 
a  report  from  them  very  soon. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— If  this  order  is  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Paving  on  the  part  of  the 
Common  Council,  I  will  see  that  they  take  notice 
of  it  promptly. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving  on  the  part  of  the  Council. 

Subsequently  the  vote  was  reconsidered  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Bartlett,  and  the  order  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Streets. 

PROPOSED    ADDITION    TO  THE    PERMANENT  EORi'F 
OF  THE     MR!-.     DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order- 
That  the  Board    of   Fire    Commissioners    be   re- 


quested to  consider  and  report  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil upon  the  expediency  of  converting  the  Call 
tire  companies  into  permanent  companies,  to- 
sether  with  the  expense  attending  the  same,  and 
any  other  matter  pertinent  to  the  inquiry. 
Passed.  Mr.  Wheeler  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

I'HE   BUILDING    LIMITS. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order— That 
the  building  limits  be  extended  so  as  to  include 
all  that  pait  of  Ward  22  north  of  Francis  and  Tre- 
mont  streets.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  in  one  week,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Freeman. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order— That 
the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  instructed  to  with- 
hold all  permits  for  wooden  buildings  to  be  erect- 
ed within  that  part  of  Ward  22  north  of  Francis 
and  Tremont  streets  until  otherwise  ordered. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  moved  that  the  order  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Builciines. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  withdraw  the  motion.  This  is  simply  a  part 
ot  the  order  which  has  just  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. There  are  certain  applications  for  permits 
to  build  wooden  buildings  where  handsome  brick 
residences  are  being  erected.  This  is  only  to  pre- 
vent the  issuing  of  permits  for  these  buildings 
until  the  committee  can  take  action.  It  will  only 
be  in  operation  for  a  week  or  two,  until  the  com- 
mittee report. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick— The  gentleman's  previous  mo- 
tion was  that  the  committee  should  report  in  one 
week,  and  they  can    consider  this   order  at  the 

ame  time.  The  commi'tee  have  a  meeting  on 
Saturday  and  there  will  be  not  much  time  lost. 

Mr.  Whitmore— As  I  understand,  this  is  an  at- 
tempt to  extend  the  tire  limits  of  the  city.  If  any 
person  has  the  right  now  to  apply  for  a  permit,  it 
seems  to  me  by  interrupting"  his  rights  until 
such  time  as  the  Council  comes  to  some  other 
conclusion  is  rather  an  interference  with  what 
citizens  are  entitled  to  under  the  existing  law. 
Suppose  the  report  and  vote  of  the  Council  is  ad- 
verse to  the  gentleman's  wishes,  then  we  shall 
have  been  placed  in  the  position  of  depriving  citi- 
zens of  rights  to  which  they  are  entitled  without 
any  reasons  being  stated  to  us.  It  seems  to  me 
they  should  not  be  deprived  of  their  rights  under 
those  circumstances,  and  that  this  order  had  bet- 
ter be  referred  with  the  others. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

CITS    HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  offered  an  order— That 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  authorized  to  petition 
the  Legislature  at  its  next  session  for  authority 
to  take  such  land  on  East  Chester  Park,  Albany 
and  East  Springfield  streets  as  may  be  considered 
necessary  for  the  uses  of  the  City  Hospital. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  City  Hospital. 

FENCES. 

Mr.  Freeman  moved  to  take  from  the  table  the 
order  to  investigate  in  regard  to  the  removal  of 
fences,  giving  notice  that  he  should  move  to  in- 
definitely postpone.    Lost. 

MYSTIC  VALLEY  SEWKK. 

Mr.  Kosuosky  of  Ward  16  gave  notice  that  at 
the  next  •vjeeting  he  sb-mld  call  for  a  report  from 
the  special  committee  appointed  on  the  Mystic 
Valley  Sewer. 

I'HK  COURT  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14  called  for  the  assignment 
for  eight  o'clock,  viz. : 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
to  report  the  terms  upon  which  the  city  can  ob- 
tain the  «  hole  or  part  of  the  land  between  Derne- 
street  Reservoir  and  Mr.  Vernon  street. 

The  order  was  declared  ordered  to  a  second 
reading,  and  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  doubted  the  vote. 

Pending  the  solution  of  the  doubt  tne  Council 
adjourned, on  motion  of  Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

MAY    31,    1881. 


Regular  meeting,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at 
4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman  O'Brian,  Chairman, 
presiding, 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 
Weigher  of  Coal   and  Measurer  of   Wood  and 
Bark— Revere  E.  Atwood.    Confirmed. 

Public  Weighers— Rufus  C.  Hawkins,  Lester  D. 
Clark.    Severally  confirmed. 

Superintendent  of  East  Boston  Scales— John  E. 
Lynch,  vice  John  A.  Brown,  resigned.  Con- 
tinued. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Cambridge  Rail- 
road Company,  tor  a  location  in  Park  square  so 
as  to  reach  the  Providence  Railroad  station. 

Coolidge  Barnard  et  al..  for  crosswalks  on  Mill 
street,  Dorchester. 

George  Emerson,  for  edgestone  and  brick  side- 
walk at  707-709  East  Seventh  street. 

Thomas  W.  Bickne  11  et  al.,  that  Harvard  street, 
Ward  24,  be  graded,  etc. 

Isaac  Pratt,  Jr.,  et  al..  for  flagging  crossing  at 
the  intersection  of  Brighton  avenue  and  Harvard 
avenue. 

Henry  Baldwin  et  a?.,  for  flagging  crossings  at 
Brighton  and  Harvard  avenue. 

J.  S.  Paine  et  al.,  for  a  flagging  cross-walk 
across  Canal  street  at  Market  street. 

David  Gore,  for  edgestones  on  Chickatawbut 
street. 

W.  R.  Gray,  for  edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk 
at  16  Cliff  street. 

Edwin  R.  Delong  et  al.,  that  Welles  avenue  be 
graded  as  far  as  Ocean  street. 

Boston  Sugar  Refinery  Company,  for  leave  to 
locate  a  platform  above  Marginal  and  WeDSter 
streets,  East  Boston. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates 
of  S.  A.  Comey,  Alveston  street;  J.  C.  Tucker, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  on  Oak 
square,  Brighton;  Danforth  C.  Hodges,  26  Perrin 
street. 

William  H.  Phelan,  for  edgestones  at  42  Clar- 
ence street. 

James  McMahon  et  al.,  that  the  sidewalk  on 
East  Embth  street,  between  H  and  I  streets,  be 
paved  with  blick. 

Oliver  L.  Brigsrs  et  al.  for  a  crosswalk  on  Tre- 
mont  street  at  Chandler  and  West  Castle  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Panetu.il  Had.  A.  H.  Wil- 
son et  al.,  for  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  on  June  9,  for 
reception  of  post  from  Philadelphia. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Edward  H.  Wil- 
liams, trustee,  et  al.,  against  the  construction  of 
a  sewer  in  a  portion  of  Rockview  street,  Ward  23. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
Request  of  School  Committee  for  repairs  on  the 
Athertoo  Schoolhouse. 

/  o  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.  J.  W.  Tufis  &  Co.,  tor  leave  to  pro- 
ject a  druggist's  mortar  at  the  corner  of  Hanover 
and  Washington  streets. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  Commis- 
sions Request  of  fire  insurance  companies  to  be 
heard  on  the  subject  of  their  remonstrance 
against  the  abolition  of  the  Fire  Commission. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part 
of  tin  Board,  Manuel  Silva,  to  occupy  new 
wooden  stable  for  one  horse  on  Abbott  street, 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  Ward  24. 

HEARINGS 

were  had  as  follows: 

On  petition  tor  location  and  use  of  steam  engine 
and  boiler  of  forty-two  horse-power,by  Codman  & 
Sburtleff,  on  Columbus  avenue,  between  Fer- 
dinand and  Berkeley  streets.  No  objections.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Steam  Engines 

On  proposed  construction  of  sewers  Id  Delle 
avenue— in  Dorchester  avenue,  between  Park  ana 
Gibson  streets— and  in  Downer  street,  between 
Clifford  and  Woodbine  streets.  No  objections. 
Recommitted  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

PAPERS   FROM  THE  COMMON  COINX'IL. 
Order  for  Board  of  Fire   Commissioners  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  converting  the  "call"  fire 
companies  into  permanent  companies.     Passed 
In  concurrence. 


Order  for  Board  of  Health  to  abate  certain  nui- 
sances on  vacant  lands  at  East  Boston.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

Report  (inexpedient)  to  dispense  with  proposed 
police  parade.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  relerring  to  Police  Commissioners  the 
subject  of  regulation  of  mode  of  driving  cattle  in 
the  streets.    Concurred. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Health  that  no  further 
action  is  needed  on  report  o£  Inspector  of  Vine- 
gar.   Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Reporc  of  Committee  on  Health  that  certain 
nuisances  in  South  Boston  on  vacant  lands  have 
been  abated.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petition  of  John 
Atwell  and  others  for  the  use  of  the  Bedford- 
street  Schoolhouse.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Majority  and  minority  reports  on  improvement 
and  occupation  of  the  Old  State  House  (City  Doc. 
71),  with  petition  of  Franklin  Haven  and  others 
for  the  removal  of  that  structure.  Recommitted 
to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  in  concur- 
rence, with  directions  t-i  give  a  public  hearing. 

Nomination  and  election  ot  Thomas  Sherwiu  as 
City  Collector. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence,  and 
the  Board  proceeded  to  an  election.  Committee- 
Aldermen  Slade  and  Breek. 

Whole  number  of  ballots in 

Necessary  for  a  choice .'..   6 

Thomas  Sherwin  had lb 

Mr.  Sherwin  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

Reports  (leave  to  withdraw)  on  petitions  to  be 
paid  for  personal  injuries  on  the  highway  of 
Michael  Fiizgibbons  and  Frank  H.  Pulsifer.  Ac- 
cepted in  concurrence. 

Public   Library. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  in 
favor  of  disposing  of  the  estate  No.  37  Boylston 
street,  with  order,  amended,  so  that  proceeds  ot 
sale  shall  constitute  a  special  fund  for  erection  of 
the  new  Public  Library  building. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  think  we  ought  to  pause 
and  not  hastily  pass  an  order  placing  it  our.  ot  our 
hands  to  enlarge  the  present  library  building  at 
any  future  time.  This  >  state  was  bought  some 
years  ago  with  the  intention  of  enlarging  the 
Public  Library  building,  but  I  suppose  that  plan 
has  been  partially  abandoned  in  view  of  the  pro- 
posed relocation  of  the  library  on  the  Back  Bay. 
We  have  already  accented  the  land  granted  by 
the  State,  encumbered  by  a  condition  which  will 
be  more  expensive  to  the  city  of  Boston  than 
any  possible  outlay  for  land  could  be.  On  ac- 
count of  having  to  furnish  books  for  the  whole 
Commonwealth,  and  the  increased  number  of 
books  that  will  be  required  and  the  officials  to 
deliver  them,  altogether  it  seems  to  me  it 
makes  this  grant  of  no  advantage  to  the  city. 
The  Public  Library  is  easily  accessible  from  all 
sections  of  the  city;  it  is  centrally  located; 
all  the  railroads  converge  on  Boylston 
street.  On  the  Back  Bay  it  will  be 
out  of  the  line  of  travel.  As  I  understand, 
the  library  was  established  tor  the  use  ot  those 
persons  who  cannot  spend  time  and  money  to  go 
long  distances  for  books;  and  therefore  it  is  in 
the  right  spot  now.  This  laud  could  be  used  for 
such  a  fireproof  building  for  the  books  of  refer- 
ence as  has  been  suggested  by  the  trustees;  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  this  is  just  the  spot  for  Such 
a  structure.  I  will  ask  that  this  matter  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Woolley  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien— As  one  of  the  trustees  of 
the  Public  Library,  I  cannot  allow  the  Alderman's 
remarks  to  pass  without  a  worn  or  two  of  ex- 
planation. I  do  not  know  of  any  want  in  the  city 
of  Boston  ereater  than  that  of  a  new  Public  Li- 
brary building.  Yon  may  talk  about  all  your 
other  improvements  and  wants,  and  I  don't  be- 
lieve there  is  a  single  one  that  would  be  better  for 
all  our  citizens  tnau  a  new  Public  Library  build- 
ing. I  migut  go  on  and  state  how  this  library  has 
grown  up  iu  the  course  of  a  very  few  years.  From 
very  small  beginnings,  not  many  years  ago,  it  has 
branched  out  into  every  section '  of  our  city.  If 
the  Aldermen  will  only  visit  the  building  on 
Boylston  street,  and  see  its  crowded  condition, 
they  will  be  surprised  that  the  citizens  of  Boston 
have  not  come  up  and  demanded  ot  the  City 
Council  an  appropriation  for  a  new  library  build- 
ing. Nearly  all  the  valuable  books  in  that  library 
are  useless  today  because  there  is  no  room  to  use 
them  where  they  are.  But  1  think  it  is  well  to  lay 
this  order  on  the  table,  and  I  hope  that  iu  the 
meantime  the  Aldermen  will  visit  the  library  and 
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acquaint  themselves  with  the  wants  of  the  insti- 
tution, and  I  am  sure  they  will  see  the  necessity 
for  more  room  and  a  new  building.  You  have 
got  to  meet  it  in  ooe,  two  or  three  years,  and  you 
ought  to  understand  the  necessity  for  it;  but  you 
will  never  feel  that  necessity  until  you  examine 
the  present  building  and  see  the  condition  the 
library  is  in,  and  the  condition  of  all  the  valuable 
gilts  to  the  city.  I  hope  the  Aldermen  will  give 
some  attention  to  the  matter  during  the  week, 

Further  consideration  of  the  subject  was  spe- 
cially assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 

Alderman  O'Brien  iu  the  chair. 

THE    POLICE   PARADE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Board 
of  Police  Commissioners  to  attend  the  annual 
parade  of  the  Police  Department  at  4  P.  M.  tomor 
row.    Accepted,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Viles. 

BALLOT  BOXES. 

The  following  was  received: 

City  of  Boston,  l 

Executive  Department.  J 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen— It  is  pro- 
vided in  section  3  of  the  act  of  1881,  entitled  "An 
act  in  relation  to  elections  in  the  city  of  Boston," 
that  "the  City  Clerk  shall  send  to  the  officers  of 
each  precinct,  before  the  opening  of  the  polls  on 
every  election  day,  such  stamps  and  ballot  boxes 
as  may  be  approved  by  the  Board  of  Aldeimen." 
As  it  appears  that  some  action  may  be  necessary 
by  your  Board  under  this  law,  I  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  subject,  for  such  disposition  as  may 
seem  to  you  fitting. 

Frederick  O.  Prince, 

Mayor. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Viles,  to  a 
special  committee  of  three— and  Aldermen  Viles, 
Hersey  and  Breck  were  appointed  said  com- 
mittee. 

A  petition  of  h.  P.  Kidder  et  al.,  that  the  City 
Council  accept  an  act  recently  passed,  entitled 
"An  act  in  relation  to  elections  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton," and  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  Bacon's 
anti-fraud  ballot  box,  was  referred  to  the  same 
committee. 

CEDAR  GROVE  CEMETERY. 

The  annual  report  (City  Dec.  78)  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery,  for  the  year 
ending  April  30,  was  received  and  sent  down. 

Lots  sold 34 

Single  graves  sold 184 

Interments  in  proprietors'  lots 86 

JntermeDts  in  single  graves 248 

Deposited  in  receiving  tomb 28 

Total  number  of  interments 362 

Lots  graded  but  not  sodded 80 

Lots  trenched  but  not  graded 40 

Single  graves  prepared  for  use 50 

There  are  now— 

Lots  finished  and  ready  for  sale 150 

Lots  in  process  of  preparation 120 

Single  graves  ready  for  sale 242 

Balance  from  1879-80 81,260.99 

Receipts  in  1880-81. 

From  sales  of  lots 87. 207.80 

Superintendent 5,055.46 

Appropr  ation  1880-81 7,800.00 

Interest  on  trust  funds 359.99 

Total.. 821,674.24 

Expenditures  in  1880-81. 

Superintendent  and  laborers 814,148.54 

Repairs  on  buildings 849.53 

Manure  and  fertilizer 836,70 

Trees,  plants  and  seeds 61 1 .93 

Stone  posts  and  numbers 357.89 

Horses,  carts,  feed,  shoeing  and  repairs..   .  1,751.22 

Advertising,  pri   ting  and  stationery 202.44 

Flowerpots  and  vases 115.90 

Tools  and  hardware 755.87 

Fuel 156  75 

Team  work 83.10 

Salary  of  secretary 200.00 

Waterrates 209.41 

Carfares,  etc 130.40 

Surveying,  and  small  items 41.62 

Furniture 38.22 

Land 395.00 

820,884  52 
Balance  April  30,  1881 789.72 

821,674.24 
EAST  BOSTON  FERRIES. 

The  annual  report  (City  Doc.  77)  of  the  Directors 
of  East  Boston  Ferries  for  the  year  ending  April 
30  was  received  and  sent  down. 

The  expenditures  have  been  for  the  past  year 


$168,788.50,  and  the  receipts  have  been  $166,335.54. 

There  is  an  unexpended  balance  of  the  appro- 
priation for  1880-81  of  $1211,50,  which  remains  in 
the  treasury. 

The  estimated  expenses  for  the  next  financial 
year  are  $180,600,  $10,600  of  which  is  for  extraor- 
dinary expeoses  (for  detailed  statement  see  Au- 
ditor's Estimate  for  current  year).  With  the  ex- 
ception of  the  ferry  boat  "Daniel  Webster," 
which  is  old,  the  boats,  drops,  slips  and  buildings 
are  in  good  order. 

A  new  boat  will  have  to  be  provided  next  year, 
and  in  order  to  accommodate  the  travel,  which  is 
rapidly  increasing,  an  additional  slip  will  be 
necessary  at  North  Ferry,  Boston  side,  at  no 
distant  day.  Reduction  in  tolls  during  the  past 
year  has  been  made  as  follows  (where  tickets  are 
purchased):  On  foot  passengers  33%  percent.; 
on  teams  about  20  per  cent.  Had  no  reduction 
been  made  the  receipts  would  have  been  in  excess 
of  the  estimates  of  last  year.  The  estimated  re- 
ceipts for  ihe  next  financial  year  are  $162,200. 

The  directors,  in  conclusion,  will  say  that  great 
improvements  have  been  made  in  the  method  of 
keeping  the  accounts  of  this  department,  and 
would  rtspectfully  call  your  attention  to  the 
annexed  statements  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Board, 
showing  in  detail  the  expenditures,  receipts  and 
nature  of  the  travel  for  the  past  year,  and  also 
from  April  1,  1870,  to  May  1,  1881,  with  the  total 
cost  to  the  city  from  March,  1859,  to  May  1, 1881. 
Statement  of  the  Receipts  from  May  1, 1880,  to  April  30, 

1881,  inclusive. 
Cash  received  for  ferriages  by 

tollmen $72,105.86 

Cash  received  for  ferriages  at 

office 8.00 

872,113.86 

Cash  received  for  foot  passes 

by  tollmen gt(2,669  80 

Cash  received  for  foot  passes  at 

ofBee 1,106.00 

63,775.80 

Cash  received  fur  team  tickets 

by  tollmen $28,398.40 

Cash  received  for  team  tickets 

atoflflce 499.60 

28,898.00 

Cash  received  for  running  ferries  free, 

Fourth  of  July,  from  committee 300.00 

Total  for  'erriages,  etc.,  etc 8165,087.66 

Cash  received  for  rent ,      8700.00 

"  "       old  material..        547.88 

—        1,247.88 

8166,335.64 
Statement  of  the  Travel  on  Both  Ferries,  from  May  1, 
1880,  to  May  1,1881. 
471,051    1-horse  teams. 
157,244    2     " 
2.480    3     " 
8.370    4     " 
15" 

2  6" 

14,001  2     "      caTiasres. 
13"      carriage. 

9  4"      carriages. 

13,480  handcarts,  etc.  (5c  toll). 

4.226  single  horses  (3c  tolli. 

987  1  and  2  horse  drag  wheel,  or  long  loads. 

284  3-horse  drag  wheel,  or  long  loads. 

100  4     " 

3  1  and  2  horse  drag  wheel,  light. 
103  3-horse  drag  wheel,  light. 

25    4     "  " 

8,134.669    foot  passengers. 

Statement  showing  the  difference  of  travel  on 
the  two  ferries  for  the  year: 
Xorth. 
114,928  1-horse  teams.    Paid  by  cash. 

76,004  1       "  "  "       tickets. 


190,932 

Total 

1 

11,545 

2 

,,           (i                  .. 

cash. 

23,096 

2 

"           "                  " 

tickets. 

34,641 

Total 

2 

" 

352 

3 

.,           ..                  ii 

cash. 

618 

Total 

3 
3 

tickets 

970 

333 

4 

..           «                  *< 

cash. 

1,547 

4 

■           «.                  (i 

tickets. 

1,880  Total 

4 

. 

4.489 

2 

"    carriages 

cash. 

400 

2 

[since  Jan.  3 

tickets 
18S10 

4,889  Total  2-horse  carrirges. 
6.041  hand  carts,  etc,  (5  c.  toll). 


3,293 
1,345 


single  horses  (3  c.  toll), 
drag  wheels,  long  loads,  etc. 
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3,762,551  foot  passengers  by  tickets. 

1,055,786  "  "  cash. 

4,818,337  Total  "  " 

South. 
182,141  1-horse  teams.    Paid  by   cash. 

97,978  1       "  "  "       ticket. 

280,119    Total      1       " 
42,919  2-horse  teams.    Paid  by   cash. 

77,084  2       "  "  "       ticket. 

122.G03    Total      2       "  '■ 

lp337  3       •'  "       cash. 

x-;>  3       "  •'  ticket. 

1,510    Total      3 

2.893  4       "  "  "       cash. 

3,597  4  "  "       ticket. 

~~  6,490    Total      4 

8  708  2       "       carriages.     "       cash 

406  2       "       .   "  "       ticket. 

"" 9.VL2    Totcl      2       " 

1  3       "  " 

9  4       "  " 

160  drag  wheels,  long  loads,  etc. 

2,608,800  Foot  passengers  by  tickets. 

707,532  "  "  cash. 

3,316,332 

Estimated  value  of  real  estate  for  ferry 

purposes #433,600.00 

Estimated  value   of    six  ferry-boats  for 
ferry  purposes,  viz.: 

D.  D.  Kelly 840,000.00 

Revere 35,000.00 

Winthrop 34,000.00 

Ben  Franklin 33.000.00 

Lincoln 20,000.00 

Daniel  Webster 8,000.00 

8170,000.00 

Estimated  value  of  tools,  fix- 
tures and  supplies  on  hand 
Aprill,1881 10.558.08 

8614,158.08 
It  should  be  stated  that  in  the  valuation  of  real 
estate,  per  report  of  1879,  there  was  $129,335  in- 
cluded, showing  the  valuation  of  the  avenues 
which  have  been,  the  past  year,  laid  out  as 
streets. 

SINKING    FUNDS. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Commissioners  on  the 
Sinking  Funds  tor  the  year  ending  April  30  was 
received  and  sent  down. 
Total   amount   of  redemption  funas  in 

the    bands  of     the    commissioners, 

April  30, 1880 813,786,108.29 

Total  amount  of    receipts  during  the 

year • 1,865,963.09 

815,652,071.38 
Total  disbursements  during  the  year...     1,1*0,222.19 

Total  amount  of  redemption  funds, 
April  30, 1881 .14,511,849.19 

Total  amount  of    redemption   funds, 

April  30,  1881  814,511,849.19 

Total   amount   of    redemption    funds, 

April  30, 1880 13,786,106.29 

Increase  of  redemption  funds  during 
the  year  ending  April  30,  1881 8725,740.90 

The  amount  caid  to  the  City  Treasurer 
during  the  year  ending  April  30, 1881, 
from  the  several  sinking  funds,  for 
the  redemption  of  debt  at  maturity, 
was 8911,793,18 

Amount  paid  to  the  City  Treasurer  dur- 
ing the  same  period,  cost  of  redemp- 
tion of  the  above  matured  debt 429.01 

Amount  of  revenuereceived  and  paid  to 
the  City  Treasurer,  with  which  debt 
held  bv  commissioners  was  paid  and 
cancelled  during  the  same  period 228  000.00 

Total  amount  of  disbursements  for  the 
year  ending  April  30, 1881  81,t40,222.19 

The  cash  balance  of  the  sinking  sunds  is  $1,- 
318,849.19,  while  the  cash  accounted  tor  by  the 
treasurer  of  the  board,  who  is  also  the  City 
Treasurer,  is  $1,236,849.19,  on  deposit  in  the  Mer- 
chants', Howard,  Globe,  Central,  and  Mount  Ver- 
non National  Banks,  which  shows  a  deficit  of 
$82,000. 

This  deficiency  was  first  known  to  the  board  at 
the  meeting  held  on  the  18th  of  October,  1880, 
and  a   request  was   immediately  made   on   the 


treasurer  at  that  meeting  to  make  the  deficiency 
good.  On  the  27th  of  October  the  chairman  of 
the  board  addressed  the  following  communica- 
tion to  the  City  Solicitor: 

Mayor's  Office,  Citv  Hall,  | 
Boston,  Oct.  27, 1880.     f 

Hon.  John  P.  Healy,  City  solicitor:  Dear  Sir- 
Mr.  Dennie,  the  City  Treasurer,  is  also  treasurer 
of  the  sinking  funds;  as  such  last-named  treas- 
urer he  signed  a  check  in  blank  on  the  Merchants' 
National  Bank,  where  the  sinking  funds  are  kept. 
His  clerk,  Woodward,  on  the  26tb  of  May,  1880, 
fraudulently  filled  out  this  check  tor  $82,000,  pay- 
able to  "purchased  debt,  or  bearer,-'  and,  on  the 
same  day.  fraudulently  deposited  the  check  to 
the  credit  of  the  city  of  Boston  with  the  same 
bank,  and  the  amount  was  duly  entered  on  the 
deposit  book  of  the  city  with  said  bank.  Mr. 
Dennie  had  at  the  time  no  knowledge  of  the 
above  doings  of  Woodward,  and  gave  no  assent 
to  the  same,  and  no  entry  of  them  was  made  on 
any  of  the  books  of  the  City  Treasurer.  It  was  cus- 
tomary for  the  treasurer  to  draw,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  on  the  Sinking 
Funds,  moneys  for  the  purchase  of  city  debt  for 
investment;  but,  at  the  time  when  Woodward 
drew  the  check,  as  above  stated,  no  directions 
had  been  given  to  the  Treasurer  to  purchase 
debt,  and  the  Treasurer  did  not  then  propose  to 
purchase  any.  No  checks  are  drawn  by  the 
treasurer  of  the  sinking  funds,  except  to  pur- 
chase debt  for  investment,  for  cancellation,  or  to 
pay  the  same  when  due.  The  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners on  the  Sinking  Funds  at  its  meeting  held 
on  the  25th  inst.  passed  the  following  preamble 
and  vote: 

"Whereas,  The  treasurer  of  the  Commissioners 
on  the  Sinking  Fund,  by  his  check  on  the  Mer- 
chants'National  Bank  of  Boston,  dated  May  26, 
1880,  drew  the  sum  of  $82,000  from  the  moneys 
deposited  to  the  credit  of  said  sinking  funds  with 
said  bank,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  debt 
for  account  of  said  funds;  and 

"Whereas,  The  amount  of  said  check  was  de- 
posited in  said  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  has  not  been  appropriated  to  the  pur- 
chase of  debt  for  account  of  the  sinking  sunds ; 
now  it  is  hereby 

"Voted,  That  the  Treasurer  of  the  city  be  di- 
rected to  pay  back  to  the  Commissioners  on  the 
Sinking  Funds  the  said  sum  of  $82,000,  with  such 
interest  thereon  as  would  have  been  allowed  by 
the  Merchants'  National  Bank,  under  its  agree- 
ment with  said  commissioners,  if  the  money  had 
not  been  drawn  as  aforesaid,  and  had  remained 
on  deposit  until  this  date." 

The  City  Treasurer  has  failed  to  repay  the  said 
sum  of  $82,000. 

Questions.  ■ 

First— What  is  the  legal  obligation  of  said  Den- 
nie in  respect  to  such  repayment  ? 

Second— Does  not  the  city  treasury  hold  said 
sum  for  account  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
on  the  Sinking  Funds,  so  that  the  same  may  be 
appropriated  to  the  wants  of  the  sinking  funds  ? 
Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 
Frederick  O.  Prince, 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
on  the  Sinking  Funds. 

Opinion. 

1.  That  Mr.  Dennie,  the  Treasurer,  is  bound  to 
restore  to  the  sinking  tunds  the  funds  that  were 
drawn  therefrom  and  carried  to  the  general  ac- 
count of  the  city  of  Boston. 

2.  That  moneys  so  wrongfully  taken  from  the 
sinking  funds  still  remain  a  part  of  those  funds, 
and  may  be  appropriated  and  used  in  the  same 
manner  as  they  would  be  if  there  had  been  no 
transfer.  J.  P.  Healy, 

City  Solicitor. 

A  copy  of  the  communication,  with  the  accom- 
panying opinion  of  tbe  City  Solicitor,  was  given 
to  the  City  Treasurer,  who  took  the  matter  into 
consideration,  and  alter  several  interviews  with 
tne  board,  finally  declined  to  comply  with  the 
request  of  the  board  to  pay  back  the  check  of 
$82,000.  but  he  said  he  would  do  so  if  an  order  to 
that  effect  was  passed  by  the  City  Council.  The 
City  Solicitor,  who  was  present  at  the  time  this 
statement  was  made,  said  he  did  not  see  why 
the  City  Treasurer  did  not  comply  with  the  re- 
quest of  the  board — there  was  no  reason  why  he 
should  not. 

With  the  approval  of  the  City  Solicitor,  the 
board  sent  the  following  communication  to  the 
City  Council: 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


The  Board  of  Commissioners  on  the  Sinking 
Funds  would  represent  that,  upon  receiving  in- 
formation that  there  was  a  deficiency  of  $82,000 
in  the  sinking  funds  under  the  control  of  this 
board,  caused  by  the  transfer  to  the  city  treasury 
of  said  amount,  the  commissioners  demanded  of 
the  City  Treasurer  the  return  of  the  moneys  so 
taken.  He  declines  to  comply  with  the  demand, 
and  the  board  deem  it  their  duty  to  report  the 
fact  to  the  City  Council  for  such  action  as  it  may 
deem  proper. 

The  City  Council  passed  an  order  directing  the 
City  Solicitor  to  have  the  City  Treasurer  make 
good  the  deficiency  existing  in  his  accounts,  and 
a  suit  has  been  entered  in  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  against  the  City  Treasurer  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

The  accounts  of  the  treasurer  of  this  board 
were  examined  by  the  Committee  on  Accounts  of 
this  board,  as  stated  in  our  last  annual  report, 
on  May  24,  1880,  and  the  assets  all  found  to  be 
.correct.  The  treasurer's  check  in  question  was 
drawn  on  May  26,  1880.  We  would  intorm  the 
City  Council  that  we  have  placed  additional  safe- 
guards for  the  better  security  of  the  money  of 
the  city  of  Boston  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Treas- 
urer acting  as  treasurer  of  this  board  intrusted 
to  our  charge;  among  them  one  that  all  checks 
of  the  treasurer  drawn  on  the  sinking  funds  are 
required  to  he  countersigned  by  the  secretary, 
and  in  his  absence  by  the  chairman  of  the  board, 
to  make  them  valid. 

The  annual  statement  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
board,  with  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts of  the  board  thereon,  will  be  found  ap- 
pended. 

Frederick  O.  Prince. 
Joseph  A.  Tucker. 
Thomas  N.  Hart. 
Newton  Talbot. 
Thomas  B.  Harris. 
Alfred  T.  Turner. 
Board  of  Commissioners  on  the  Sinking  Funds 
for  the  Payment  or  Redemption  of  the  City 
Debt. 
Annual  Statement  of  the  Sinking  Funds  of  the 

City  of  Boston  for  the  year   ending  April  30, 

1881. 
Total  Sinking  Funds,  April  30, 1880.. ..§13,786,108:29 
Receipts  During  the  Year  1880-81. 

Revenue     from      better- 
ments,  sales    of    land, 

etc 8265,009.79 

Interest  on  investments..       747,559.90 
Interest  on  bank  deposits  8,716.61 

Interest     on      redeemed 

sterling  debt 23,581.59 

Appropriation  lor    debt, 

1880-1 593,655.00 

Excess  of  income  over  expenses— 
Cochit'ate 
W  a  t  e  r 

Works..     8195,668.90 
M  v  s  ti  c 
Water 
Works..         31,77130 

227,440.20 

1,865,963.09 

815,652,071.38 
Payments  During  the  Tear  1880-81. 

To  City  Treasurer,  for— 
Redemption  of  debt  at 

maturity $911,793.18 

Redemption  of  debt  be- 
fore maturity 228,000.00 

Cost  of  redemption  of 

debt  matured 429.01 

1,140,222.19 

Total  Sinking  Funds,  April  30,1881...  814,511,849.19 


Cash  and  Investments,  April  30, 1881. 
Cash,  deposited  in: 
Merchants'        National 

Bank 8548,940.28 

Globe  National  Bank .. .  100,000.00 
Howard  National  Bank.  200,000.00 
Central  National  Bank.  100,000.00 
Mt.     Vernon     National 

Bank 50,000.00 

For   reve- 
nue due 

from 

Wat  er 

Wor  k  8, 

April 

30,1881     8227,440.20 


For  reve- 
nue due 
from 
Detter- 
m  en  ts, 
etc., 
April 
30,1881 


10,468.71 


237,908.91 


City  of  Boston  bonds— 
Citv  6  per 

ct.  loans  86,733,000.00 
City  5  per 

ct.  loans       129,000.00 
City     4Va 

per     ct. 

loans...       515,000.00 
City  4  per 

ct.  loans    1,223,000.00 


81,236,849.19 


Cochit'ate 
Water  6 
per  ct. 
loans 

Cochit'ate 
Water  4 
per  ct. 
loans.... 

My  stic 
Water  6 
per  ct. 
loans.... 

Mystic 
Water  5 
per  ct. 
loans.... 


3,806,0C0.00 


588,000.00 


169,000.00 


Total  cash  and  invest- 
ments in  hand.April  30, 
1881 


■  13,193,000.00 


814,429,849.19 
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U.  H.  Dennie, 

Treasurer  Sinking  Funds. 
Boston,  Hay  7,  1881. 

Boston,  Mav  2G,  1881. 
Tbe  Committee  on  Accounts  appointed  to  ex- 
amine the  trial  balance  and  assets  of  the  sinking 
funds  of  the  city  of  Boston,  having  completed 
their  examination,  report  as  follows: 
The  amount   of   assets  called  for  by 
the  trial  balance  is 814,511,840.19 

We  have  examined  these  assets,  coi> 

aietiigcf- 

Cash-In  the  Merchants 
National  Bank,  April  SO, 
1881 8548,940.28 

In  the  Merchants'  Nation- 
al Bank,  df  posited  May 
6, 1881— credited  on  tbe 
books  as  of  Anr.l  30, 
1881;  revenue  received 
from  the  Water  Works 
at  the  close  of  the  finan- 
cial year,  April  30. 1881,    227,440.20 

Do.  1  rum  betterments  May 
4,1881 10,468.71 

In  the  following-named 
banks.  April  30,  1881: 

Globe  National  Bank 100,000.00 

Howard       ■•  "    200,000  00 

Central        "  "    100.000  00 

Mt.  Vernon"  "    50,000.00 

o]  236  849.19 

City  of  Boston  bonds 1 3]l93,'ooo'o0 

814.429,849.19 


This  amount  of  $14,429,849.19,  which  they  find 
on  hand,  shows  a  deficiency  of  $82,000  in  the  as- 
sets required  by  the  trial  balance,  «hich  deficien- 
cy was  caused  by  the  transfer  by  check  of  $82,000 
from  the  bank  account  of  the  Commissioners  on 
the  Sinking  Funds  to  that  of  the  City  of  Boston— 
both  kept  in  the  Merchants'  National  Bank— the 
facts  in  relation  to  which  are  before  tbe  Board. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Thomas  B.  Harris. 
Thomas  X.  Hart. 
Ol.l)  COLONY'  RAILROAD. 

Xoi ice  was  received  from  the  City  Clerk  that 
the  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company  filed  with  him 
on  May  28tb  Inst,  a  plan  and  description  of  the 
land  taken  by  them  on  Foundry  street  for  station 
and  depot  purposes  within  the  limits  prescribed 
by  tbe  Board  on  May  23d  inst.    Placed  on  file. 


THE    GRIEVANCE    OF    M.    HOURIHAN. 

The  following  was  received— 

To  the  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the 
City  of  Boston  —  Your  petitioner  respectfully 
solicits  your  honorable  Board  to  give  himse.'f  and 
his  counsel  a  hearing,  as  your  Police  Commission- 
ers would  not  do  so,  and  take  into  consideration 
the  barbarous  assault  and  battery,  and  false 
arrest  and  malicious  prosecution,  and  how  your 

Eetitiouer  has  and  is  suffering  in  his  left  arm  and 
reast,  all  of  which  has  been  inflicted  on  him  on 
the  sixth  day  of  April,  1881,  by  Harrison  B.  Vinal, 
a  sergeant,  and  Davis,  and  Alfred  H.  Porter,  a 
lieutenant,  all  connected  with  the  police  force  of 
Station  Twelve  (12;,  South  Boston;  and  bow  your 
petitioner  had  to  go  to  a  Criminal  Court  with 
his  three  witnesses  and  bis  counsel  for 
three  days,  in  the  Superior  Criminal  Court, 
causing  a  great  loss  and  inconvenience  to  him; 
and  worse  than  all,  the  mortification  of  having 
his  name  exposed  on  the  public  press  of  Boston 
and  South  Boston,  and  without  any  cause  what- 
ever on  his  own  part;  where  the  jury  acquitted 
your  petitioner  from  tbe  false  accusation 
brought  against  him  by  two  men  who  possibly, 
and  more  than  probable,  were  beastly  intoxicated 
at  the  time.  Your  petitioner  would  suggest 
to  your  Honorable  Board  that  Alfred  H.  Por- 
ter, LieutenaDt,  is  more  guilty  in  the  act  of  ma- 
licious prosecution  than  said  Vinal  and  Davis, 
although  the  latter  has  acted  a  thousand  times 
more  like  salvages  than  to  men  endued  with 
reason.  The  fact  that  Captain  Vinal  of  Station 
Six  (6),  Sonth  Boston  is  father  to  Sergeant  Vinal 
of  Station  Twelve  (12),  South  Boston,  may  have 
something  to  do  in  not  getting  a  hearing  from 
your  Police  Commissioners,  who  were  made 
acquainted  with  the  above  facts  on  tbe  twelfth 
(12)  day  of  April,  1881,  at  No.  7  Pemberton  square. 
Michael  Hourihan. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman   Woolley,  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Police. 
claims. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  followiug 
petitions: 

H.  S.  Draper,  to  be  paid  for  injuties  to  his  vehi- 
cle on  Maple  street. 

Frederica  May,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
received  on  tlie  coiner  of  Main  and  School 
streets. 

James  Coyle,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
received  on  Centre  street. 

Hubert  Smyth,  to  be  compensated  for  damages 
done  by  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Pynchon 
street. 

Elizabeth  Rogers,  to  be  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries on  Washington  street. 

Phoebe  A.  Brown,  to  be  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries received  in  the  passageway  of  the  "Town 
Hill,"  Charlestown. 

Michael  J.  Flynn,  to  be  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries received  on  Minot  street. 

Severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderinan  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Licenses: 

Minors'  applications  granted— 1  bootblack,  1 
uewsboy.    Accepted. 

PROPOSED  NEW  PARK  ON  BACK  BAY. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order— That  the 
Park  Commissioners  be  requested  to  report  to  the 
City  Council  the  expense  of  laying  out  as  public 
parks  the  lot  of  land  on  Dartmouth  and  Boylston 
streets,  in  front  of  the  Art  Museum,  and  tiie  lot 
ot  land  at  the  junction  of  Huntingtou  avenue  and 
Boylston  streets,  and  also  tbe  amount  of  better- 
ments that  can  be  assessed  in  case  said  lots  are  so 
laid  out.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

SEWER    REPORTS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Reports  and  orders  for  hearings  on  Tuesday, 
June  7,  at  4  P.  M.,on  the  expediency  of  construct- 
ing sewers  as  follows: 

lu  Putnam  street,  between  Tretton  and  White 
streets. 

In  Custer  street,  West  Roxbury,  between  South 
and  Jamaica  streets. 

In  Walnut  avenue,  between  Dale  and  Elmore 
streets. 

ORDERS    PASSED. 

Order  to  build  a  sewer  in  Moreland  street,  be- 
tween Greenville  and  Fairland  streets. 
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Order  to  take  land  of  Cora  L.  Shaw  and  others 
between  Falmouth  street  and  Hun  tington  avenue, 
for  sewer  purposes.    Passed. 

BROADWAY  BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets: 

Report  recommending  reference  to  Committee 
on  Bridges  of  order  to  put  in  order  the  west  end 
of  Broadway  Bridge.  Accepted  and  refeired  ac- 
cordingly. 

RETAINING  WALL  ON  PIKE  STREET     FOR    BROAD- 
WAY EXTENSION. 

Alderman  Vlles  offered  an  order — That  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Streets  be  authorized  to 
agree  with  the  owners  of  certain  estates  on  Pine 
street  for  the  construction  and  use  of  a  retaining 
wall  on  the  line  of  the  extension  of  Broadway,  in 
the  rear  of  said  estates.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

CHARLESTOWN  ALMSHOUSE. 

Alderman  Viles  presented  the  following: 

Boston.  May  28, 1881. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  Boston :  Gentlemen— The  Board  of  Direct- 
ors for  Public  Institutions  respectfully  transmit 
to  the  City  Council  the  estimate  prepared  by  the 
City  Architect  of  the  amount  required  for  reno- 
vating and  refitting  the  almshouse  in  the  Charles- 
town  District.  Interpreting  the  recent  action  of 
the  Council  in  reference  to  the  proposed  discon- 
tinuance of  this  almshouse  as  an  indication  of 
the  desire  of  the  City  Council  that  it  shall  ba 
maintained,  the  board  have  requested  the  City 
Architect  to  prepare  estimates,  and  the  following 
is  his  estimate: 

Charlestown  Almshouse— Items  of  Cost  of  Renovating  the 
Old  Institution. 

Steam  heatiDg  and  ventilating g8,500.00 

General  carpenter  and  mason  in  alteration 

for  boiler  house,  for  repairs,  for  cutting 

and  fitting  for  other  mechanics 4,500.00 

Repairing  barn  and  other  outbuildings 2,500.00 

New  plastering  and  repairing  old 800.00 

Plumbing 1,200.00 

Painting 1,1.00.00 

New  ienee  and  repairing  old 1,500.00 

Grading  and  repairing  seawall 1,650.00 

Two  new  cells 500.00 

Bake  oven 400,00 

Drains 600.00 

823,250.00 
Miscellaneous 1,750.00 

Total 825,000.00 

In  addition  to  this  amount  a  further  sum  of 
$3700  will  be  required  to  furnish  the  building 
when  ready  for  occupancy;  so  that  a  special  ap- 
propriation of  $28,700  will  be  required  should  the 
City  Council  decide  to  renovate  and  refit  the  in- 
stitution in  accordance  with  the  plans  and  esti 
mates  prepared  by  the  City  Architect. 

Very  respectfully,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  A.  T.  Whiting, 

President. 

Alderman  Viles— As  an  expression  of  the  opin- 
ion of  the  City  Council  has  been  given  that  this 
building  should  be  retained  as  an  almshouse,  the 
directors  have  had  the  City  Architect  go  over  the 
building  very  carefully  to  see  what  it  would  cost 
to  put  it  in  good,  habitable  condition.  He  has 
given  all  the  facts,  and  the  hoard  transmit  them 
to  the  City  Council. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Viles  the  communica- 
tion was  relerred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
stitutions.   Sent  down. 

MARCELLA-STREET    HOME. 

Alderman  Viles  presented  the  following: 

Boston,  May  28,  1881. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  Boston:  Gentlemen— The  Board  of  Direct- 
ors for  Public  Institutions  respectfully  request 
that  Greenwood  street,  so  called,  running  from 
Marcella  street  to  Stony  Brook,  as  shown  on  a 
plan  in  department  of  Public  Lands,  dated  Oct. 
1, 1880,  may  be  discontinued,  and  all  that  portion 
of  the  city  land  as  shown  on  that  plan 
be  placed  in  the  custody  of  this  board  for  the 
ustsof  the  Marcella-street  Home.  More  room  is 
imperatively  demanded  for  this  institution,  and 
the  attention  of  the  City  Council  is  respectfully 
called  to  the  reports  of  the  Inspectors  of  Prisons 
and  Houses  of  Detention  in  Suffolk  County  (City 
Docs.  Nos.  93  and  142,  1880). 

Very  respectfully,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions, 

A.  T.  Whiting,  President. 


Alderman  Viles— The  Board  will  remember  that 
some  two  or  three  years  ago  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners laid  out  a  street  through  the  grounds  of 
the  Marcella  street  Home,  which  have  always 
been  used  as  a  playground  for  the  children.  As 
the  number  of  inmates  there  has  very  much  in- 
creased, and  as  the  pauper  girls  are  to  be  sent 
there  when  the  buildings  are  completed,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  have  all  the  ground  for  the  use  of 
the  institution. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Viles,  the  communica- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands.    Sent  down. 

paving  reports  and  orders. 

Alderman  Slade  sub n  itted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  and  order  for  brick  sidewalk  in  front 
of  estate  of  William  McGrath,  77  Cottage  street, 
East  Boston.    Order  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  edg<>stones  in  front  of 
estates  of  Hand-in-Hand  Cemetery,  on  Centre 
street,  West  Koxbury;  George  B.  Livermore  and 
Sarah  F.  Livermore,  corner  of  Washington  and 
Allston  streets.    Orders  passed. 

Orders  to  remove  the  decayed  wooden  pave- 
ment from  Kilby  street  and  Liberty  square  and 
repave  said  streets  with  asphalt  pavement,  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  $12,000;  to  grade  and  macada- 
mize Kendrick  street,  Brighton,  from  Lake  street 
to  the  Newton  line,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $6000; 
to  sprinkle  Centre  street  from  Eliot  square  to 
Cedar  street;  to  build  a  plank  walk  on  a  portion 
of  Beacon  street  and  Cnestnut  Hill  avenue,  Brigh- 
ton; to  grade  Huntington  avenue  from  Camden 
street  to  Parker  street.    Severally  passed. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of  E. 
G.  Clough  et  al.,  for  a  crosswalk  from  Crescent 
avenue  :o  the  stables  at  Oak  square;  Joseph  B. 
Brama.n  et  al.,  for  a  crosswalk  across  Market 
street;  J.  D.  Payne,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  Beacon  street,  nearly  opposite  Hereford 
street,  to  Beacon  street  near  Brookline  avenue. 
Severally  accepted. 

Report  recommending  reference  to  Committee 
on  Faneuil  Hall  and  County  Buildings  of  petition 
of  henry  W.  B.  Frost  to  excavate  the  earth 
under  sidewalk  opposite  cellar  occupied  by  him, 
No.  1  Faneuil  Hall  Market.  Accepted  and  re- 
ferred. 

Report  recommending  reference  to  Committee 
on  Bridges  of  petition  of  A.  W.  Richards  to  move 
a  wooden  building  from  15  Warren  avenue  across 
Warren  Bridge.  Accepted  and  referred  accord- 
ugly. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
American  Bell  Telephone  Company  to  erect  in 
East  Boston  five  poles  on  Condor  street,  between 
Meridian  and  Putnam  streets,  and  six  poles  on 
Eagle  street,  between  Prescott  and  Lexington 
streets,  said  poles  to  he  placed  on  said 
streets  in  the  positions  designated  by  red 
circles  on  plans  drawn  by  Clarence  A. 
Perkins,  Surveyor,  dated  April  4, 1881,  and  de- 
posited in  the  efface  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  provided  that  said  company  shall  first 
give  to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing  saving 
harmless  said  city  against  any  and  all  claims  for 
damages,  costs  or  expenses,  for  or  on  account  of, 
or  in  any  way  growing  out  of  the  erecting  or 
maintaining  of  said  poles  on  said  streets.  Also 
upon  condition  that  said  poles  shall  be  kept  well 
painted  and  in  good  condition,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  that  the 
wires  shall  be  placed  on  said  poles  not  less  than 
twenty-five  feet  from  the  ground,  and 
trat  the  name  of  said  company  shall  be 
distinctly  painted  on  the  cross  bars  used  and 
occupied  by  said  company  on  said  poles.  Also 
upon  condition  that  said  company  shall  allow  the 
Fire  and  Paving  departments  of  this  city  the 
exclusive  use  of  the  upper  cross-bar  and  top  of 
each  pole  for  the  purpose  of  placing  wires 
thereon.  Also  upon  condition  that  said  company 
shall  agree  not  to  remove  the  poles  located  by 
this  order  without  permission  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  shall  agree  to  remove  said  poles 
when  so  directed  by  said  Board. 

Passed. 

additional    storage    basin. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Water,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  request  of  the  Boston 
Water  Board  for  permission  to  proceed  with  the 
construction  of  an  additional  storage  basin  on 
Sudbury  River,  having  considered  the  subject, 
beg  leave  to  report  in  favor  of  granting  the  re- 
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quest,  and  to  that  end  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  following  orders. 
For  the  Committee, 

Joseph  Caldwell,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Water  Board  be 
authorized  to  construct  an  additional  dam  and 
storage  basin  on  Sudbury  River,  to  be  known  as 
Storage  Basin  No.  4,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding 
$354,000;  and  that  said  board  be  authorized  to 
build  the  portion  of  the  dam  from  the  ledge  rock 
to  the  surface  of  the  ground  by  days'  labor. 

Ordered,  That  in  the  construction  of  Storage 
Basin  No.  4,  the  Boston  Water  Board  be  author- 
ized to  expend  so  much  of  the  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  the  appropriation  for  Additional  Water 
Supply  as  will  not  be  required  for  the  purchase  of 
land  and  settlement  of  claims  connected  there- 
with. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  provide  the  sum  of  $284,000  lor  the 
construction  of  Storage  Basin  Xo.  4,  additional 
supply  of  water. 

Minority  Report. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  dissents  from  the 
report  of  the  majority  of  the  Committee  on  Wa- 
ter on  the  request  of  the  Boston  Water  Board  for 
leave  to  build  an  additional  storage  basin,  and 
recommends  that  no  action  be  taken  on  said  re- 
quest at  the  present  time. 

Isaac  Rosnosky. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  do  not  think  it  is  neces- 
sary to  make  any  remarks  in  regard  to  that  mat- 
ter." This  additional  storage  basin  has  been  an- 
ticipated for  some  time.  Tne  Water  Board  have 
bonded  the  land  and  everything  is  in  a  state  of 
preparation.  The  committee  visited  the  prem- 
ises and  found  the  site  for  a  ba^in  on  a  great  wa- 
tershed, and  it  is  their  opinion  that  the  work 
ought  to  go  on. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Caldwell  the  report  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stables  a9  follows: 

Alexander  M.  Davis,  new  wooden,  OLe  horse, 
Williams  street,  Ward  23. 

D.  B.  Gray,  o'd  wooden,  three  horses,  271  Eighth 
street,  Ward  15. 

Willard  L.  Johnson,  new  wooden,  three  horses, 
on  Johnson  place,  Ward  24, 

D.  H.  Blanev,  old  wo  den,  four  horses,  on  Bre- 
men street,  near  corner  of  Brook  street,  Ward  2. 

Severally  accepted. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  a  report  of  leave 
to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Morton  W.  Lyman, 
for  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden  stable  for  two 
horses  on  K  street,  between  Eighth  and  Ninth 
streets,  Ward  14.  Further  consideration  of  the 
subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meet- 
ing, on  motion  of  Alderman  Hersey. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  a  report  of  leave 
to  withdraw  on  petition  of  estate  of  J.  P.  Monks 
to  occupy  i  wo  old  brick  buildings,  233  to  239  South 
street,  Ward  12,  for  a  stable  for  one  hundred 
horses. 

Alderman  Hersey— f  would  inquire  of  the  com- 
mittee the  grounds  upon  which  they  refuse  to 
grant  this  petition. 

Alderman  Caldwell— After  having  a  hearing,  at 
which  there  were  strong  remonstrances,  the  com- 
mittee visited  the  premises.  1  he  Old  Colony  and 
Albany  railroads,  and  all  the  citizens  in  the  vicin- 
ity, except  one  or  two,  object.  Everything 
showed  that  the  whole  situation  was  wrong  tor 
a  stable.  The  street  is  blocked  now  for  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  time,  and  if  it  is  to  be  oc- 
cupied by  100  horses  it  will  be  blocked  still  more. 
The  committee  have  no  objection  to  its  being  laid 
on  the  table,  or  to  the  par  ies  being  heard  by  the 
full  Board. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  should  be  very  unwilling 
to  vote  for  anything  that  would  interfere  with 
the  bui-iness  of  the  Albany  and  Old  Colony  rail- 
roads or  the  convenience  of  their  patrons.  But 
thig  opposition  comes  from  the  very  parties  who 
are  obstructing  this  street  more  than  the  occu- 
pants of  the  stable  will.  The  obstruction  is 
caused  by  the  backs  that  stand  by  the  Old 
Colony  and  Albany  depots.  I  think  that  pri- 
vate ciiiz»ns  have  some  rights  as  well  as 
corporations.  The  use  of  this  building  for 
a  ttable  will  not  Obstruct  the  street  any 
more  than  has  the  use  of  it  for  a  storehouse, 


which  has  been  done  for  many  years.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  loading  of  teams  with  flour,  with 
skids  extending  from  the  doors  acl0^8  the  side- 
walks to  the  teams  standing  in  the  street,  and  the 
dust  flying  back  and  forth,  is  a9  great  an  ob- 
struction as  the  stable  will  be.  I  believe  this  to 
be  a  stabie  for  backs,  which  are  to  facilitate  the 
travel  of  people  to  and  from  these  depots.  I  think 
these  petitioners  are  entitled  to  consideration, 
as  large  taxpayers,  as  well  as  the  rail- 
roads. I  hope  they  will  be  granted  a  hearing  by 
the  full  Board,  and  will  so  move  if  the  committee 
do  not  oppose  it,  as  I  would  like  to  have  the  whole 
Board  hear  the  petitioners. 

Alderman  Caldwell— The  committee  have  no  ob- 
jection to  the  whole  Board  hearing  the  petition- 
ers. But  there  was  anotherobjection:Thls  build- 
ing is  opposite  the  room  in  the  depot  where  the 
passengers  go  to  take  their  me-als.  A  great 
many  things  about  it  would  not  be  pleas- 
ant to  the  people  who  are  obliged  to 
take  their  lunches  there.  If  the  Board  will  visit 
the  premises  and  see  for  themselves,  the  commit- 
tee will  not  object  to  the  matter  lying  over. 

Alderman  Huldeman— As  one  of  the  committee, 
I  think  it  is  proper  to  state  some  other  objections 
which  have  not  been  referred  to.  In  my  vote  on 
this  question  I  was  not  governed  by  the  fact  that 
the  Old  Colony  and  Albany  railroads  object- 
ed, or  that  they  had  rights  in  preference 
to  the  petitioners  ;  but  by  the  sim- 
ple fact  that  that  immediate  vicinity  is 
constantly  obstructed  by  trucks,  pass-ing  from 
one  side  of  the  city  to  the  other,  by  carriages 
going  to  and  from  the  stations,  and  the  large 
number  of  individuals  going  on  foot  to  and  from 
the  trains.  The  street  is  in  a  state  of  constant 
blockade.  The  question  was  brought  up  at  our 
la»t  meeting  upon  an  order  to  widen  South  street. 
It  is  a  necessary  part  of  the  programme.  The 
owners  of  this  property  veiy  truly  say  that  they 
have  rights,  as  well  as  the  railway  companies, 
In  those  obstructed  streets.  But  I  consider 
that  the  individual  must  give  wav  to  the  many. 
I  look  at  the  right  of  easy  access  "for  the  people 
coming  from  the  country  into  the  city.  It  is  not 
because  of  the  railway  corporations  that  I  take 
this  stand,  but  because  there  is  not  sufficient 
room  for  the  travel.  There  is  another  phase  of 
this  question.  These  petitioners  refuse  to  state 
for  what  purpose  the  estate  is  to  be  used.  When 
direct  questions  were  put  by  counsel  for  the 
remonstrants,  they  refused  to  answer.  The  sup- 
position is  that  it  is  for  a  corporation  known 
as  the  Herdic  Coach  Company,  now  operating  in 
Philadelphia.  It  is  alleged  that  their  stock  has 
been  placed  in  Boston,  and  that  there  are  three 
similar  applications  before  this  Board  for  stable 
locations.  We  think  this  corporation  have  com- 
menced at  the  wrong  end;  tha't  if  they  will  come 
before  the  City  Government  with  a  fair  state- 
ment of  their  plans  and  purposes,  and  obtain 
the  necessary  pei  mission  to  establish  their 
lines  in  our  streets,  then  will  come  the  time  to  ask 
for  a  stable  location  to  carry  out  their  plans.  But 
this  coming  In  an  underhanded  way,  and  first 
having  a  stable  located,  and  going  to  an  expense 
of  several  thousand  dollars  so  as  to  give  tbem  a 
stronger  claim  upon  this  Government  to  allow 
them  to  establish  their  transportation  line,  we 
think  is  wrong.  If  it  is  true  that  this  is  their 
purpose,  to  establish  this  transportation  line,  we 
think  other  locations  for  stables  can  be  selected 
with  very  much  less lnjuiy  to  the  public  travel. 
It  is  stated  that  there  is  so  much  carriage  travel 
in  that  vicinity,  that  no  matter  how  well-regu- 
lated this  stable  may  be,  it  will  simply 
be  adding  to  the  blockade,  and  that  is  the  reason 
the  committee  have  given  them  leave  to  with- 
draw. Whether  the  coding  before  the  whole 
Board  will  change  the  result,  I  do  not  know.  We 
had  a  long,  tedious  hearing,  and  the  case  was 
very  ably  argued  by  counsel  on  both  sides.  From 
the  standpoint  which  I  have  stated,  I  believe  the 
committee  have  acted  wisely  and  properly.  If 
the  petitioners  came  before  the  full  Board,  I 
think  they  would  have  to  present  a  phase  of  the 
case  different  from  that  before  the  committee 
in  order  to  change  the  result.  I  think  the  Board 
should  sustain  the  committee  without  any  further 
reference. 

Alderman  Hfrsey—  I  do  not  know  that  there 
should  be  any  objection  to  the  Herdic  Coach 
Company,  or  what  they  propose  to  do.  It  seems 
to  me  the  committee  have  opposed  th'^  petition 
on  grounds  they  had  no  right  to  take.  This  is  the 
Committee  on  Health ;  the  only  proper  ground  on 
which  they  can  oppose  the  reiition  is  on  account 
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of  some  injury  to  the  health  of  the  citizens. 
The  petitioners  don't  ask  for  a  stand 
in  the  streets;  they  don't  propose  to 
occupv  the  streets  except  in  the  passage  of  then- 
vehicles,  and  I  don't  see  how  we  can  shut  them 
out  from  the  occupation  of  the  streets  any  more 
than  we  can  any  other  petitioners.  I  never  heard 
of  this  matter  until  this  morning.  Mr.  Monks 
called  upon  me  and  asked  me  to  have  it  laid  over, 
in  order  to  give  the  petitioners  a  hearing.  I  am 
not  as  familiar  with  the  case  as  I  might  be;  but  I 
think  we  will  make  no  mistake  if  we  grant  the 
petitioners  a  hearing. 

Alderman  Haldemau— Unfortunately  for  this 
committee,  they  have  jurisdiction  over  every 
other  matter  pertaining  to  stables,  as  well  as 
their  relation  to  the  public  health.  We  hnd  that, 
no  matter  whera  a  stable  is  wanted  or  who  asks 
for  it,  the  opposition  is  universal;  that  everybody 
in  the  vicinity  opposes  it.  There  has  been  no 
nretenco  that  this  stable  would  be  any  worse 
in  regard  to  the  public  health  than 
anv  other  stable  within  the  city  limits.  But 
unfortunately  we  are  obliged  under  the  law  to 
take  everything  into  consideration.  We  must 
consider  every  objection.  The  objection  to  this 
stable  is  it  will  add  obstruction  to  an  already 
thoroughly  obstructed  locality.  It  is  absolutely 
impossible  for  the  business  to  be  done  there  prop- 

erAlderman  Viles— I  know  very  little  about  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  this  case;  but  in  all  my  ex- 
perience of  six  years  on  the  Committee  on 
Health  there  has  never  been  a  stable  hearing  be- 
fore the  full  Board.  It  will  be  a  tedious  affair,  if 
they  come  here  in  force,  as  tbey  sometimes  do 
before  the  committee.  I  was  at  the  Old  Colony 
Depot  some  time  ago  and  my  attention  was  called 
to  the  proposed  location  of  this  stable  by  the 
president  of  the  road.  As  I  feel  today, 
I  should  sustain  the  report  of  the  committee.  It 
is  like  crowding  too  many  horses  in  an  already 
overcrowded  locality.  I  will  not  oppose  a  public 
hearing  by  the  Board,  but  it  will  be  the  hrst  in- 
stance of  the  kind  witbin  my  recollection. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  should  not  object  to  lay- 
ine  if  upon  the  table  for  a  week  and  baving  the 
Board  visit  the  premises.  Certainly,  as  the 
Alderman  has  just  said,  if  we  go  into  a  tearing 
bv  the  full  Board  on  all  these  questions 
before  the  committee,  we  shall  have  as 
-much  business  as  we  want  to  attend  to. 
After  the  Board  visit  the  premises,  it  they  think 
the  petitioners  should  have  a  hearing,  I  shall 
have  no  objeciion.  The  committee  report  this  ac- 
cording to  their  best  judgment,  not  only  on  ac- 
count of  its  blocking  the  streets,  but  on  account 
-oi  its  being  an  unhealthy  location.  The  proximi- 
tv  of  the  stable  to  the  room  where  the  passengers 
have  to  take  their  lunch  is  one  great  objection. 

Alderman  Hersey—  ft  is  for  that  very  reason  we 
oueht  to  know  something  about  this  matter  be- 
fore we  pass  upon  it.  The  parties  in  interest  are 
the  only  ones  who  can  inform  us.  I  think  we 
oueht  to  hesitate  before  we  shut  cut  a  large  cor- 
poration which  proposes  to  come  here  and  facili- 
tate the  carrying  of  passengers  and  prevent  the 
blocking  of  our  streets.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  hur- 
rying the  matter  through  without  giving  proper 
consideration  to  the  petitioners.  I  don  t  know  as  I 
object  to  withdrawing  that  portion  of  the  motion 
in  reference  to  a  public  hearing.  Let  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  visit  the  premises  and  then  consider 
whether  or  not  we  will  give  a  public  bearing. 

Alderman  Haldeman-I  respectfully  protest 
against  this  committee  not  being  supported.  The 
blaring  in  this  case  occupied  about  three  hours, 
if  I  am  not  mistaken,  and  if  it  should  be  repeat- 
ed before  the  full  Board,  it  will  occupy  the  entire 
afternoon  of  the  next  session.  While  my  own 
iudement,  and  that  of  my  fellow  members  on  the 
committee,  may  not  be  so  good  as  mat  of  otheis, 
we  at  least  have  done  the  best  we  could.  I  would 
be  nuite  willing  to  have  the  whole  Board  visit  the 
location  between  now  and  the  next  meeting,  or 
at  any  other  time,  and  either  agree  or  disagiee 
with  us-  but  if  this  lav  over  another  week  with 
that  object  in  view,  I  suggest  that  two  other 
places  be  visited  by  the  Board.  There  is  another 
application  of  a  similar  nature  on  Which  we 
had  a  long  hearing,  and  which  we  have 
held  over  until  one  of  these  cases  is  de- 
cided We  do  not  like  to  decide  whether  or  not 
a  foreign  corporation,  coming  in  here  in  an  un- 
derhanded way,  should  get  a  foothold  without 
coming  before  the  City  Government  in  a  manly, 
straightforward  manner  and  asking  permission 
from  the  city  for  what  they  have  in  view.    We 


have  held  back  one  other  application  upon  which 
we  have  bad  a  hearing,  and  another  is  awaiting 
a  hearing.  If  the  full  Board  are  disposed 
to  take  this  matter  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  committee,  they  had  better  take  the 
whole  case  at  once.  But  I  protest  against  a  pub- 
He  hearing  before  the  Board  until  they  conclude 
to  take  up  the  whole  case. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hersey,  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to 
the  next  meeting. 

TRUSTEE  OF  CITY  HOSPITAL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis,  the  resignation 
of  Alderman  J.  A.  Tucker  of  the  office  of  Trustee 
of  the  City  Hospital  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Curtis— Although  perhaps  we  might 
get  a  man  who  would  perform  the  duties  of  this 
office  as  weH  as  the  present  incumbent,  yet  my 
opinion  has  always  been,  sir,  tnat  when  we  have 
a  good  man  in  a  particular  place  we  should  keep 
him  there  if  we  can.  It  is  no  small  affair  to  put 
a  man  in  tnat  place  and  let  him  get  used  to  the 
business;  but  when  he  is  once  there  and  got  the 
business  in  his  head,  he  can  manage  i",  much  bet- 
ter than  a  new  man  can.  My  theory  is  that  when 
we  have  that  which  is  well  enough,  to  try  ana  let 
well  enough  be.  Therefore  I  hope  this  Board  will 
not  accept  tbe  resignation  of  Mr.  Tucker. 

The  Board  refused  to  accept  the  resignation. 

STABLE  ON  CURVE  STREET. 

Alderman  Whitten  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  be  requested  to  ex- 
amine ana  report  whether  it  is  prudent  to  allow 
the  erection  of  a  large  stable  on  Curve  street  at 
the  crossing  with  the  Broadway  extension,  such 
stable  occupying  all  the  space  betwet-n  Curve 
street  and  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  a 
report  from  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part 
of  tbe  Board  that  leave  be  granted  George  S. 
Johnson  to  occupy  a  new  brick  stable  for  one 
hundred  and  fifty  Horses  on  Curve  street,  corner 
of  Broadway  extended.  Ward  12.  Laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, on  motion  of  Alderman  Whitten,  until  the 
Tire  Commissioners  make  their  report  on  the  or- 
der passed  today  in  relation  to.the  proposed  build- 
ing at  this  point. 

STONY  BROOK. 
Alderman  Yiles  submitted  a  report  from  the 
JoiLt  Special  Committee  on  Stony  Brook  of  leave 
to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Hubert  Smyth  to  be 
compensated  for  damages  done  by  construction 
of  a  sewer  in  Pynchon  street.  Accepted.  Sent 
down. 

GOLD  AND  STOCK  TELEGRAPH  CO.'S  PETITION    FOR 
LOCATION  ON  CHELSEA  BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Haldeman — In  the  early  days  of  my 
service  in  this  chamber  it  was  necessary  that  I 
should  keep  iny  eyes  and  ears  open.  There  was 
one  peculiarity  that  early  attracted  my  attention, 
and  that  was  the  seeing  of  a  certain  man  sitting 
upon  a  sofa  there  at  the  opening  of  each  session, 
and  remaining  until  the  close.  He  seemed  to  be 
anxious,  and  in  pain,  and  never  smiled.  I  at  first 
thought  he  was  a  member  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil. He  reminded  ine  of  certain  individuals  tha" 
I  used  to  see  in  Washington,  who  came  there  with 
some  wonderful  invention  or  other  for  wliich 
they  wanted  a  patent.  They  would  hang  about 
the  departments  day  after  day,  for  weeks  or 
months,  according  to  their  means,  until  their 
resources  became  exhausttd,  and  they  would  get 
out  of  the  city  by  some  process.  So  after  a  time 
this  gentleman  disappeared,  and  he  has  not  been 
here  for  months.  That  also  attracted  my  atten- 
tion, and  making  some  inquiries  I  found  he 
had  a  petition  before  this  Board,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Bridges  in  December 
last.  I  respectfully  ask  leave  to  read  it: 
[Copy.] 

The  Gold  and  Stock  Telegraph  Company,  ) 
Boston,  Dec.  IT,  1880.         | 

To  the  Honorable  Mayor  and  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  the  City  of  Boston— The  Gold  and  Stock 
Telegraph  Company  respectfully  ask  permission 
to  erect  a  line  of  poles,  for  the  support  of  tele- 
graph and  telephone  line--,  on  the  southeasterly 
side  of  Chelsea  Bridge;  the  poles  to  be  located 
as  designated  by  plan. 

The  Gold  and  Stock  Telegraph  Company, 
By  F.  W.  Meserve,  Agent. 

Alderman  Haldeman— That  petition  "was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Bridges  Dec.  20,  1880; 
I  respectfully  ask  for  a  report  from  the  committee. 
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Alderman  Woolley— That  petition  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Bridges  and  was  discussed 
in  the  committee  meeting  at  several  meetings, 
and  finally  referred  to  the  chairman  tor  a  report 
upon  it.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  chairman  of  the 
committee.  The  chairman  has  looked  into  the 
matter  and  consulted  the  Engineer  in  regard  to 
it.  We  have  found  a  great  deal  of  tiouble  with 
several  telegraph  companies,  who  have  the 
privilege  ot  locating  on  the  bridges,  in 
regard  to  the  manner  in  which  their  poles  are 
attached  to  the  bridge.  After  their  application  has 
been  favorably  acted  upon,  they  make  free,  with- 
out leave  or  license,  to  attach  their  poles  and 
change  them  in  a  great  many  different  ways, 
without  consulting  the  committee  or  the  Engi- 
neer, who  are  held  responsible  for  the  connition 
of  tne  bridges.  The  committee,  together  with 
the  Engineer,  have  tried  to  see  if  there  cannot  be 
some  remedy  provided,  whereby  we  can  control 
the  manner  in  which  these  companies  attach 
their  poles  to  the  bridges,  make  their 
repairs,  etc.  One  of  the  conditions  stated 
in  the  orders  granting  these  privileges  to  the 
telegraph  and  telephone  companies  is  that  they 
shall  keep  their  poles  and  wires  in  proper  order 
and  properly  paint  them,  which  is  something 
they  do  not  do.  As  chairman  of  the  committee  1 
have  taken  occasion  to  speak  to  the  agents  of  the 
company  in  regard  to  it,  but  they  do  not  pay  any 
attention  to  it.  I  tnink  I  stated  in  the  Com- 
mittee on  Bridges  that  before  we  grant 
any  more  .  privileges  to  the  telegraph  and 
telephone  companies,  they  should  come  up 
and  do  what  they  agree  to  do.  There 
is  no  objection  to  granting  these  privileges,  pro- 
vided they  are  not  abused.  When  a  bridge  is  re- 
paired at  a  large  expense,  the  committee  feel 
that  it  should  not  be  marred  by  the  telegraph 
companies  whijh  have  the  privilege  of  locating 
their  wires  upon  it.  There  is  no  objection  to 
granting  the  petition  of  this  company,  that  I 
know  of.  We  only  want  them  to  do  wnat  the 
conditions  of  their  locations  require.  When  they 
do  that,  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  Committee  on 
Bridges  will  be  ready  to  grant  all  the  privileges 
they  ask. 

Alderman  Haldeman—  I  see  no  difficulty  what- 
ever, when  the  city  grants  a  location,  to  require 
these  companies  to  comply  with  certain  rules  and 
regulations.  The  fact  that  many  of  them  do  not 
do  so  is  no  reason  why  the  eornmitree  should  bot- 
tle up  a  petition  of  this  kind  for  over  six  months. 
I  think  a  report  of  some  kind  should  be  made, 
eitner  to  grant  a  location,  or  give  them  leave  to 
withdraw.  This  simply  smothering  an  applica- 
cation  which  has  been  properly  maae,  1  don't 
think  is  the  way  it  should  be  acted  upon.  I 
think  a  report  should  be  made  to  the  Board  of 
the  facts  in  the  case,  that  we  may  decide  whether 
or  not  the  petition  should  be  granted.  I  think  a 
committee  assume  a  great  deal  to  hold  the  papers 
and  act  as  the  chairman  states  they  have  done. 
I  believe  it  is  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  inves- 
tigate and  report,  and  not  to  act  and  dictate 
terms  and  grant  privileges  which  belong  to 
this  Board.  1  still  see  no  reason  why  a  report 
should  not  be  made  upon  this  petition, 
it  is  not  becoming  or  proper  to  delay  the  matter 
as  has  been  done,  and  I  therefore  repeat  the  re- 
quest for  a  report. 

Alderman  Woolley— The  Alderman's  request  is 
a  fair  one.  But  I  beg  to  remind  him  that  the  du- 
ties of  the  Committee  on  Bridges  are  to  look  out 
for  the  welfare  of  the  city  and  see  that  its  prop- 
erty Is  protected.  I  have  no  disposition  to  keep 
from  one  company  the  rights  and  privileges 
which  have  been  given  to  another.  But  those 
privileges  have  been  abused.  There  are  cases 
where  poles  have  been  used  by  companies  which 
have  been  ordered  to  remove  them,  and  they  paid 
no  attention  to  it.  It  is  a  question  with  the  com- 
mittee whether  they  have  a  right  to  remove  the 
poles,  and  whether  they  would  not  have  some 
legal  trouble  if  they  did  so.  It  is  only  that  this 
thing  may  be  properly  got  at,  which  takes  time, 
that  the  delay  has  been  made. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  do  not  accept  the  gen- 
tleman's explanation.  The  whole  question  in, 
whether  a  proper  application  to  this  Board  should 
receive  some  attention  and  be  reported  upon  in 
six  months'  time.  If  this  petitioner  asks  for  an 
improper  thing,  it  should  be  refused,  and  if  it  is 
proper  it  Bhould  be  granted.  I  certainly  think 
everything  should  be  done  in  accordance  with  law 
and  the  regulations  of  the  committee  who  have 
the  matter  in  charge.  But  why  this  special  thiog 
should  be  smothered  is  what  I   want  to   get   at. 


There  are  reasons  for  my  action  in  this  case,  but 
which  I  do  not  like  to  state.  I  ask  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  make  a  report. 

Alderman  Woolley— There  is  no  occasion  for 
the  committee  to  smother  this  matter.  This  com- 
mittee have  a  right  to  run  its  wires  over  the 
poles  of  another  company.  They  have  that  right 
today.  I  understand  they  want  to  run  more 
wires  over  the  poles  of  that  company.  The  poles 
of  the  opposition  company  are  not  full,  and  it  is 
a  question  with  the  committee  whether  they 
should  put  any  poles  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
bridge."  Theie  is  no  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
committee  to  smother  anything. 

Alderman  Caldwell— As  one  or  the  Bridge  Com- 
mittee, I  do  not  think  any  parties  are  suffering. 
Perhnps the  Alderman  does  not  understand  the 
case.  There  are  wires  the  whole  length  of  Chel- 
sea Bridge,  on  one  side  ol  it.  This  company  have 
the  privilege  of  running  their  wires  on  the  poles 
already  up,  but  they  want  the  special  privilege  of 
putting  their  poles  on  the  other  side  of  the 
bridge;  and  the  only  question  is  whether  it  is 
proper  to  allow  them  to  do  it.  The  other  ques- 
tion is  whether  or  not  the  committee  should  re- 
port. The  committee  are  considering  whether 
they  cannot  be  accommodated  by  the  poles  now 
up;  and  that  seems  to  be   the  cause  of  the  delay. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  do  not  know  anything 
about  this  one  particular  subject,  but  there  are 
some  things  I  do  know  about,  and  that  is,  there 
are  committees  here  which  do  not  report  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  the  Board.  I  should  like  to 
inquire  just  at  this  point,  why  could  not  this 
committee  report  inside  of  four  weeks,  and  give 
the  man  his  answer,  and  tell  whether  or  not  he 
could  put  his  poles  there?  If  they  haven't  time 
to  make  up  their  minds,  let  them  come  in  and 
ask  for  more  time.  I  do  not  like  this  waiting 
three,  four  or  five  months.  1  can  show  you  where 
things  have  lain  in  committees  for  years.  If  we 
have  a  rule  requiring  committees  to  report  with- 
in four  weeks,  let  us  live  up  to  it.  This  delaying 
business  makes  complaint  about  City  Hall  out- 
side. I  am  glad  this  thing  has  come  up,  for  I 
think  it  will  spur  up  committees  of  this  Board  to 
come  up  to  the  mark  and  do  business  more 
promptly.  If  they  have  not  time,  let  them  ask 
for  more  time. 

Alderman  Woolley— This  petitioner  now  has  the 
privilege  of  erecting  poles  on  the  solid  part  of  the 
bridge,  which  is  four-fifths  its  length.  This  peti- 
tion affects  only  the  small  portion  over  the  water, 
and  the  only  question  with  the  committee  and 
the  Engineer  is  whether  it  is  policy  to  allow  them 
to  cross  the  draw.  There  is  more  or  less  objec- 
tion to  doing  so,  and  I  can  only  state  that  It  was 
the  intention  of  the  committee  to  report,  or  the 
intention  of  the  chairman  to  report,  in  lavor,  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  full  committee,  of  this 
company  being  allowed  to  erect  their  poles,  under 
certain  restrictions.  The  Bridge  Committee  is 
composed  of  gentlemen  who  have  a  great  deal  of 
other  business,  and  there  is  a  little  trouble  some- 
times in  getting  a  quorum ;  and  when  we  do  have 
a  quorum  there  is  a  pressure  of  other  business, 
and  we  do  not  always  go  through  the  programme. 

Alderman  Haldeman— Neither  of  the  Aldermen 
who  have  spoken  seems  to  understand  the  drift  of 
my  statement.  I  am  not  asking  for  any  extra 
privileges  for  this  petitioner.  I  am  only  asking 
for  a  report  to  be  made  upon  the  petition.  Here 
is  a  letter  1  have  received  today: 

May  31, 1881. 

Dear  Sir— Herewith  please  find  petition  for 
poles  on  Chelsea  Bridge.  The  petition  was  hand- 
ed to  the  Committee  on  Bridges  through  Mr.  Lee, 
and  offered  to  Board  of  Aldermen  by  Mr.  Wool- 
ley,  and  relerred  back  to  Committee  on  Bridges 
in  the  usual  order.  After  its  reference  (Dec.  20, 
1880,)  and  after  the  engineer  bad  reported,  I  was 
before  the  committee,  and  Alderman  Woolley 
said  to  me  that  there  was  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  be  granted  the  same  privilege  other 
companies  had  been  given  on  the  same  bridge, 
and  that  the  engineer  saidthere  was  no  objection. 
I  took  this  as  an  assurance  that  the  report  of  the 
committee  would  be  favorable,  and  at  once  went 
to  Chelsea  to  meet  the  committee  having  petition 
of  the  Chelsea  end  of  bridge  before  them  and  re- 
ported what  Alderman  Woolley  had  said,  where- 
upon Chelsea  granted  tne  petition. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Woolley  has  not  been  ready 
to  report  either  "leave  to  withdraw"  or  other- 
wise, and  seems  to  have  changed  bis  mind  in  re- 
gard to  the  matter.    Very  truly  yours, 

A.  H.  Chapmak. 

Hon.  C.  S.  Haldeman. 
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Now,  I  don't  want  to  be  considered  as  the  cham- 
pion of  any  person  against  the  reputation  of 
members  of  ihis  Board  of  Aldermen,  but  the 
reason  I  have  asked  for  this  report,  which  the 
gentlemen  on  the  committee  have  not  shown  any 
disposition  to  furnish,  is  because  certain  middle- 
men are  going  about  the  streets  offering  to  sell 
their  influence  iD  connection  with  this  matter.  I 
am  informed  that  a  certain  party  has  demanded 
to  be  paid  before  this  report  should  come  in.  That 
is  one  of  the  things  I  wish  to  avoid.  I  have  some 
little  respect  for  myself,  as  one  of  this  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  I  do  not  like  the  idea  of  having 
middle-men  following  up  papers  in  the  hands  of 
committees,  with  intimations  that  they  must  be 
seen  before  a  report  can  be  had.  About  a  month 
ago  I  got  hold  of  this  thing,  and  quietly,  and  in 
perfect  good  faith,  went  to  one  of  the  gentlemen 
on  this  committee  and  told  him  the  facts  and 
the  stories  that  were  out,  and  asked  him 
to  have  this  thing  settled  and  make  a  report 
before  the  scandal  appeared.  Three  or  four 
meetings  have  passed,  and  no  attention  has  been 
paid  to  it,  and  even  today  the  commitiee  resist 
my  easy  and  simple  way  of  getting  at  a  report. 
What  I  asked  for  is  simply  a  report.  I  do  not  care 
what  it  may  be.  Let  the  Board  judge  whether 
it  is  such  a  report  as  should  be  made.  But  f  pro- 
test against  any  committee  smothering  action 
upon  papers  put'into  their  hands.  As  one  of  this 
Board  I  do  not  like  to  be  tainted  by  having  these 
middle  men  going  about  the  city  stating  openly 
that  unless  they  are  paid  a  certain  report  will  or 
will  not  be  made. 

Alderman  Woolley — I  am  quite  astonished  at 
the  gentleman's  remarks.  When  he  refers  to 
middlemen,  I,  as  one  member  of  this  Board  of 
AldermeD,  fail  to  see  or  know  what  he  means.  I 
know  no  middlemen  in  this  case,  neither  do  the 
Committee  on  Bridges  know  any  middlemen  in 
this  matter  of  the  petitioners  being  allowed  to  go 
on  this  bridge.  I  think  the  members  of  the 
Bridge  Committee  are  ready  to  defend  the  Chair- 
man in  what  he  has  said  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
The  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  did 
come  and  speak  to  me  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
I  told  him  then  candidly  in  regard  to  it,  and  I 
stand  ready  today,  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Bridges,  to  make  my  report  when  the  commit- 
tee authorize  me  to  do  so,  and  not  before. 
No  middleman  has  been  to  me,  and  no 
man  has  been  authorized  to  say  that  this 
committee  would  or  would  not  make  a  report 
until  he  was  satisfied.  I  do  not  recognize  any 
such  thing,  and  fail  to  see  or  understand  what 
the  gentleman  means  in  regard  to  middle  men,  or 
the  committee  not  making  a  report  until  certain 
men  were  satisfied  in  regard  to  it.  It  is  not  so, 
sir;  I  deny  it;  there  is  no  foundation  for  it,  and  I 
defy  the  gentleman,  or  anyone  man,  or  any  num- 
ber of  men  in  the  city  of  Boston,  to  bring  forward 
the  proof  that  myself  or  any  other  member  of 
this  committee  have  been  approached  in  regard 
to  this  matter  in  any  way,  shape  or  manner.  As 
I  said  before,  I  stand  ready  today  to  report  on 
this  matter.  The  Committee  on  Bridges  are 
seriously  considering  whether  it  is  right  and 
proper  to  allow  those  telegraph  and  telephone 
companies  to  go  onto  the  bridges  and  deface  the 
property  and  do  their  business  in  the  loose  man- 
ner that  they  have  done. 

Alderman  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  have  no  desire  to  cast 
any  imputation  upon  any  member  of  that  com- 
mittee or  any  member  of  this  Board.  Had  I  be- 
lieved the  members  of  the  committee  were 
mixed  up  in  this  middlemen  business  I  should 
not  have  gone  to  the  chairman  quietly,  sincerely 
and  fairly,  and  told  him  what  I  had  learned,  and 
not  only  told  him  the  facts  but  the  name  of  the 
party,  where  he  bad  been,  and  the  price  he  asked 
for  his  influence.  I  did  not  believe  this  man  came 
from  the  committee.but  yet  the  fact  that  the  paper 
is  held  back  gives  these  middlemen  an  opportu- 
nity to  swindle  the  applicants.  If  the  petitioners 
have  been  foolish  enough  to  pay  this  man  tor  his 
influence,  I  believe  it  would  not  have  helped  them 
a  particle.  I  do  not  believe  the  man  has  any  in- 
fluence with  the  chairman  or  the  committee,  but 
that  does  not  prevent  him  from  swin- 
dling the  applicants.  Of  course  he 
would  put  anything  he  got  in  his  pocket,  and  it  is 
the  holding  back  of  the  paper,  which  gives  him 
the  opportunity,  that  I  object  to.  It  is  a  fact 
that  the  report  has  not  come  in,  since  I  spoke  to 
the  chairman  to  stop  the  scandal  on  the  street. 
As  the  gentleman  did  not  care  to  stop  the  scandal 
then,  the  position  he  has  takeu  this  evening  looks 


suspicious,  and  it  gives  designing  people  an  op- 
portunity to  take  advantage  of  citizens  who  come 
before  this  Board  with  proper  petitions.  I  object 
to  holding  back  papers  unnecessarily.  The  gen- 
tleman cannot  convince  me  that  it  should  take 
six  months  to  decide  whether  they  should  be  al- 
lowed to  put  up  poles  on  that  bridge.  I  believe 
that  withj  proper  restrictions  the  poles  of  one 
company  can  be  attached  as  well  as  those  of 
another  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  Committee 
on  Bridges.  I  believe  the  committee  are  as  ready 
to  report  today  as  they  will  be  a  month  heuce. 

Alderman  O'Brien— As  one  of  the  Committee 
on  Bridges,  I  think  they  ought  to  say  a  word 
about  this  matter.  Today  is  the  first  time  I  have 
heard  there  was  any  pressing  necessity  for  this 
report.  It  was  referred  to  the  committee  some 
six  mouths  ago,  and  I  agree  with  the  Aldermen 
that  reports  ought  to  be  made  within  the  limit  of 
time  allowed  by  the  rule.  But  here  was  a  matter 
for  which,  as  1  have  understood,  there  was  no 
pressing  neces^ty,  the  party  asking  for  it  already 
having  the  privilege  on  the  other  side  of  the 
bridge.  When  the  matter  first  came  before  the 
committee,  I  asked  them  to  consider  the  question 
if  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  obtain 
a  tax  from  the  corporations  asking  for  these  priv- 
ileges, and  to  look  into  the  matter  and  see  it  we 
were  to  give  up  our  bridges,  as  we  have  given  up 
our  streets,  to  the  telegraph  and  telephone  com- 
panies which  are  coming  into  existence  every 
day.  I  believe  the  whole  principle  is  a  wrong 
one  to  give  up  our  streets  to  telegraph  and  tele" 
phone  companies  who  pretend  to  have  a  capital 
of  a  million  dollars  and  are  not  taxed  one  dollar 
in  the  city  of  Boston;  and  I  think  it  is  a  question 
for  the  Committee  on  Paving  and  the  Committee 
on  Bridges  to  consider  deliberately  whether  they 
are  justified  in  giving  up  our  bridges  aud  streets 
under  such  circumstances.  I  raised  that  question 
in  the  committee,  and  the  subject  was  postponed 
from  week  to  ■»  eek.  I  did  not  think  there  was 
any  pressing  necessity  for  having  this  matter  re- 
ported upon.  Some  four  weeks  ago  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  and  the 
Engineer,  and  if  all  things  were  right  we  were  to 
give  a  permit  to  this  party.  I  believe  we  ought  to 
exact  some  fee  or  compensation  from  these  par- 
ties to  whom  we  give  such  privileges  on  our  streets 
and  bridges.  I  do  not  believe  the  Committee 
on  Paving  are  justified  in  disfiguring  the 
streets  with  these  big  telegraph  poles.  I 
have  often  been  tempted  to  come  (Sown 
from  the  chair  and  resist  some  of  the 
numerous  grants  that  we  have  made  to  these 
companies.  I  do  not  believe  we  ought  to  allow 
them  to  disfigure  our  bridges  when  the  very 
party  petitioning  for  it  has  accommodation  on 
one  side  of  the  bridge  that  ought  to  be  sufficient. 
As  I  understand  it,  there  was  no  necessity  for  his 
asking  for  the  privilege  on  the  other  side  of  the 
bridge.  Now  that  the  report  is  called  for,  I  have 
no  doubt  the  chairman  and  Engineer  will  be  ready 
to  make  it. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  agree  entirely  with  the 
remarks  of  the  Alderman  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat.  I  think  just  as  he  does  in  regard  to  the 
condition  of  the  telegraph  poles.  But  that  is  no 
reason  why  the  report  should  be  kept  back.  If 
the  committee  will  make  a  report  in  substance 
as  the  gentlemen  have  spoken,  I  will  be  entirely 
satisfied.  I  therefore  move  that  the  committee 
be  required  to  make  a  report  at  our  next  meetiDg. 

Alderman  O'Brien — When  the  gentleman  first 
commenced  his  remarks,  I  thought  he  referred  to 
a  distinguished  individual  whose  face  is  generally 
to  be  seen  on  this  side  of  the  chamber  at  all  our 
meetings.  He  is  looked  upon  as  the  gentleman 
who  attends  to  the  puttiug  through  or  schemes 
in  the  Legislature  and  in  the  City  Government; 
but  I  must  say  I  was  a  little  astonished  when  I 
found  that  he  referred  to  this  simple  matter  of 
erecting  telegraph  poles  on  the  bridge.  It  is  the 
first  time  I  have  heard  that  there  was  anything  of 
the  kind  which  kept  this  matter  back.  Perhaps  the 
committee  were  remiss,  aud  I  have  no  doubt  they 
were.  But  all  these  questions  came  up  before 
them — in  the  first  place,  if  they  were  justified  in 
granting  these  privileges  on  our  bridges:  in  the 
next  place,  if  the  party  had  not  already  privi- 
leges enough.  Finally  it  was  referred  to  the 
chairman  and  Engineer  to  make  a  report,  and  I 
suppose  the  report  might  have  come  in  before  if 
we  had  thought  there  was  any  urgeucy  about  It. 

Alderman  Woolley— There  is  one  other  matter 
which  has  not  b<  en'referred  to,  and  that  is,  this 
company  do  not  want  this  privilege  for  their  own 
use,  but  to  re-let  it  to  another  party.    It  is  a  fact 
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that  some  of  these  companies  will  get  privileges 
across  our  bridges  and  then  re-let  them  to  others. 
That  is  a  matter  which  the  committee  and  the  En- 

fineer  are  trying  to  rind  out  whether  it  is  a  tact. 
be  Committee  on  Bridges  thought  they  would 
give  this  matter  a  pretty  thorough  investigation 
before  tbey  reported,  and  I  think  they  have  satis- 
fied themselves  in  regard  to  this  application. 
This  petition  i9  not  from  a  regular  telegraph  or 
telephone  company.  Their  business  is  to  report 
the  doings  of  the  stock  board  in  New  York  to  the 
various  hotels,  and  the  committee  could  hardly 
see  why  they  wanted  to  get  their  wire?  around  to 
East  Boston.  We  thought  if  anybody  over  there 
was  very  particular  to  get  a  report  of  the  gold 
and  stock  board  in  New  York,  he  would  come 
over  to  the  city.  The  committee  desired  to  find 
out  whether  it  was  lor  the  use  of  the  petitioner, 
or  whether  they  were  to  let  it  to  some  other  par- 
ties after  getting  the  privilege.  I  have  no  doubt 
the  committee  will  hold  a  meeting  this  week  and 
authorize  the  chairman  to  make  some  report. 

Alderman  Curtis— We  have  beard  from  two  gen- 
tlemen on  this  committee,  and  all  we  have  asked 
is  that  they  make  a  report.  We  don't  ask  for  any 
investigation.  No  one  would  be  better  pleased 
than  I  would  be  to  have  the  committee  ask  for 
further  time  to  make  an  investigation.  I  under- 
stand that  what  the  gentleman  says  is  true,  that 
the  bars  across  the  telegraph  poles  in  our  streets 
are  let  to  different  parties.  Why  don't  the  com- 
mittee come  in  here  and  report  that?— and  if  there 
is  any  such  thing  on  hand  I  would  voie  to  give 
them  time  to  investigate  it.  There  are  poles 
ninety  feet  high  all  through  the  streets  of  Rox- 
bury,  and  if  there  is  such  a  nuisance  as  that  going 
on  1  should  like  to  know  about  it.  All  we  ask  is 
to  have  a  report.  There  are  many  other  things  I 
would  like  to  see  reported  on  within  the  time 
allowed  by  the  rule.  If  they  will  only  come  inside 
of  the  rule,  that  is  all  I  ask.  When  they  make  a 
report  I  shall  favor  putting  a  stop  to  granting 
such  privileges  without  compensation. 

Alderman  Haldeman— 1  did  not  intend  to  raise 
any  discussion  as  to  the  merits  of  this  question. 
The  discussion  has  taken  a  wide  range  from  the 
objects  I  desired  to  accomplish.  I  do  not  know 
anything  about  the  purpose  of  this  telegraph 
company,  and  am  not  here  to  defend  it.  I  simply 
know  there  is  a  petition  from  honorable  citizens 
of  Boston  whicn  has  not  received  respectful  at- 
tention. This  debate  would  be  well  enough  after 
the  committee  have  reported,  and  then  would  be 
the  time  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  question 
whether  the  petition  should  be  granted.  The 
merits  of  the  petition  are  not  before  us;  the 
question  is  simply  whether  or  not  the  petition 
shall  be  reported  upon. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Haldeman,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Bridges  were  requested  to  report  upon 
the  petition  of  the  Gold  and  Stock  Telegraph 
Company  for  a  location  on  Chelsea  Bridge  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

SALARY  OP  CITY  TREASURER. 

Alderman  Hersey  moved  to  take  from  the  table 
the  subject  of  the  salary  of  the  City  Treasurer  for 
the  ensuing  year,  saying  that  he  thought  that 
question  ought  to  be  decided,  so  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Nomination  of  Auditor  can  make  their 
report. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail  tonight,  as  it  will  give  us  a  job  that  will 
last  till  nine  o'clock. 

Alderman  Whitten— The  City  Treasurer  has 
been  elected,  and  I  think  we  ought  to  settle  the 
question  of  his  salary. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  think  it  of  very  doubt- 
ful propriety  tor  a  member  o?  this  Board  to  state 
that  a  salary  tor  one  officer  should  be  fixed  so 
that  a  committee  may  make  the  nomination  for 
another  office.  It  is  improper  that  this  Board  of 
Aldermen  should  be  dictated  to  by  any  candi- 
date or  any  of  his  friends,  in  order  that  we  may 
hasten  action  and  that  he  may  be  satisfied  with 
the  result  of  certain  things.  I  hope  this  matter 
will  be  allowed  to  rest  until  after  the  committee 
have  selected  a  candidate  for  Auditor.  Let  us 
nominate  and  elect  our  city  officers,  and  then  go 
through  the  list  and  Hx  their  salaries.  This  tak- 
ing up  the  matter  piecemeal  is  entirely  unbe- 
coming and  improper. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  made  the  motion  not  oo 
account  of  any  candidate.  It  seems  to  me  we 
can  hardly  expect  a  person  who  has  so  long  been 
an  incumbent  of  the  office  of  Auditor  to  resign  his 
position  and  accept  another  without  knowing 
whether  he  is  going  to  receive  adequate  compen- 


sation for  the  responsibilities  imposed.  Mr. 
Turner  has  made  no  such  request.  I,  simply  as  a 
member  of  this  Board,  have  asked  that  this  sal- 
ary question  be  settled.  It  is  not  on  account  of 
any  dictation  from  Mr.  Turner,  but  I  think  it  in 
due  to  him  as  an  old  and  faithful  officer  of  the 
city.  It  seems  to  me  it  would  be  unbecoming  in 
the  Committee  on  the  Nomination  of  Auditor  to 
make  a  nomination  in  advance  of  the  settlement 
of  the  question  of  the  Treasurer's  salary. 

The  motion  to  take  from  the  table  was  lost— 5 
for,  6  against. 

SUMMER  CONCERTS. 

Alderman  Haldeman  —  Before  we  adjourn  I 
wish  to  bring  forward  a  matter  that  will  require 
a  few  minutes'  consideration.  I  have  come  be- 
fore the  Board  to  ask  for  information,  and  it  will 
require  an  enumeration  of  certain  circumstances 
for  them  to  understand  the  question  prop- 
erly. The  City  Government  hive  set  aside 
two  thousand  dollars  for  music  for  free 
concerts.  That  has  been  left  in  the  hands  of 
the  Committee  on  Common,  who  have  ap- 
pointed a  subcommittee,  of  which  I  am  chair- 
man. In  arranging  the  details  for  these  concerts 
we  bad  a  meeting  a  couple  of  weeks  ago,  at  which 
the  principal  representatives  and  the  musical 
editor  of  the  Boston  Herald,  who  has  been  writ- 
ing a  series  of  articles  on  this  subject,  were  pres- 
ent. We  fixed  upon  four  concerts,  to  be  given 
with  fifty  first-class  musicians.  At  that  meet- 
ing the  question  of  price  was  barely  touched 
upon.  In  order  that  there  may  be  no  misunder- 
standing, I  will  mention  the  names.  At  that 
meeting  one  of  the  gentlemer,  Mr.  Higgins,  stat- 
ed that  he  could  not  furnish  fifty  pieces  of  music 
at  the  price  paid  last  year,  because  they  got  five 
dollars  at  picnics.  I  remarked  that  I  thought  the 
city  of  Boston  could  pay  as  much  as  was  paid  at 
picnics.  Mr.  Baldwin  thought  the  city  should 
come  back  to  the  price  of  five  dollars  a  day.which 
had  always  been  paid  until  last  year,  aud  that 
was  all  that  was  said  about  price.  Mr.  Baldwin 
and  Mr.  Nichols  agreed  to  furnish  a  concert  with 
fifty  pieces.  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Higgins  each 
agreed  to  furnish  a  band  if  assisted  by  the 
others,  and  the  meeting  adjourned.  Afterwards 
the  committee  voted  that  four  dollars  per  man 
should  be  paid,  the  same  as  last  year,  and  two 
dollars  extra  for  the  leader.  I  favored  five  dol- 
lars a  day,  but  being  only  one  of  the  committee  I 
was  voted  down.  But  I  consider  that  the  four 
bands  accepted  the  proposition  to  play  on  the 
last  three  Sundays  in  June  and  the  first  one  in 
July,  with  fifty  pieces  of  music.  Dur- 
ing the  week  following  I  was  called 
upon  by  the  leaders  of  the  Cadet 
and  Brown's  Band,  who  asked  me  to  change  the 
days  of  the  concerts,  so  that  Mr.  Higgins,  who 
had  the  last  Sunday,  could  have  an  opportunity 
with  their  assistance  to  give  a  first-cUss  enter- 
tainment. I  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to  call 
the  committee  together,  but  I  saw  each  member, 
and  they  agreed  to  fix  upon  four  Sundays  in  June, 
so  as  to  enable  Mr.  Higgins  to  give  a  first-class 
concert.  So  the  matter  stood  until  Mr.  Higgins 
came  to  me  a  lew  days  ago,  and  stated  that  he 
could  not  see  how  he  could  fulfil  his  engagement, 
as  the  Germania  Band  has  struck  and  refused  to 
play  for  less  than  five  dollars  a  man,  and  it  is  im- 
possible to  make  up  a  first-class  band  of  fifty 
pieces  without  some  men  of  tn^  Germania  Band. 
He  asked  for  the  privilege  of  giving  two  concerts 
with  twenty-five  pieces  each.  Subsequently  the 
leaders  of  the  Germania  and  Brown's  bands 
notified  the  City  Messenger  that  they  refuse 
to  play  at  the  price  fixed  by  the  city.  I  at 
once  called  upon  Mr.  Baldwin,  but  he  was  out 
of  theciiy,  and  only  got  home  in  time  to  play 
at  the  parade,  but  I  have  seen  him  today,  and  he 
stated  that  he  accepted  the  proposition  without 
reference  to  the  price,  because  he  believed  the 
city  of  Boston  would  do  what  is  right  and  proper, 
and  he  would  not  array  himself  in  hostility  to  the 
city  which  bad  been  employing  him  so  many 
years,  aud  that  the  price  was  a  secondary  matter; 
but  as  the  Germania  Baud,  which  controls  a  cer- 
tain number  of  the  best  performers  necessary  to 
makeup  a  band  of  fifiy  pieces, refuse  to  cooperate 
with  him,  be  is  in  a  quandary.  If  he  plays  he 
must  subject  himself  to  the  odium  of  the  musi- 
cians lor  under-cutting  the  prices.  The  question 
is  whether  the  city  of  Boston  shall  be  dictated  to 
in  this  matter,  or  whether  we  shall  acknowledge 
defeat  and  employ  second-rate  bands  or  bands  of 
fewer  numbers  than  we  had  originally  counted 
upon.    I  should  properly  have  brought  this  sub- 
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ject  before  the  sub-committee,  but  as  next  Sun- 
day is  the  day  fixed  for  the  first  concert 
and  perhaps  a  week  will  be  wanted,  it  is  too  late 
to  take  the  matter  up  in  detail.  I  come  for  the 
advice  of  this  Board,  whether  we  should  stand 
out  and  maintain  the  reputation  of  the  city,  and 
if  these  bands  refuse  to  play  at  the  price  fixed, 
go  on  without  them  and  employ  the  next  best 
band— or  what  it  is  best  to  do.  Mr.  Baldwin, 
whom  I  saw  just  before  the  Board  assembled, 
states  that  he  does  not  like  to  be  placed  in  a  false 
position  before  the  musicians  ot  the  city  and  play 
tor  less  money  than  the  rest  ot  them;  yet  he 
cannot  be  placed  in  hostility  to  the  city,  and  will 
not  be;  that  so  far  as  he  is  concerned,  he  is  an- 
nounced to  play  next  Sunday,  and  offers  to  play 
with  his  band  of  perhaps  forty  pieces,  for  which 
he  will  make  no  charge  to  the  city,  rather  than 
have  an  allegation  made  that  he  was  under- 
working in  price.  As  chairman  of  the  sub- 
committee, I  do  not  like  to  accept  any 
such  proposition.  The  city  of  Boston  cannot 
afford  to  occupy  the  position  of  a  charity  con- 
cern. Tf  we  have  enough  money  to  spend  $15,000 
for  a  Fourth  ot  July  celebration  we  ought  to  be 
able  to  pay  for  our  Sunday  concerts.  While  I  be- 
lieve we  should  pay  these  musicians  $5  apiece, 
I  do  not  like  to  be  dictated  to.  I  have  no  doubt 
the  charge  of  favoritism  for  certain  bands  will 
be  raised  against  us,  and  that  is  why  I  came  to 
the  full  Board.  I  do  not  feel  competent  to  stand 
out  against  all  the  musicians  of  the  city.  This  is 
news,  perhaps,  to  Alderman  Breck,  who  is  on  the 
same  committee,  but  it  has  been  sprung  upon  me 
today. 

Alderman  Breck— I  am  somewhat  surprised  at 
the  remarks  of  the  Alderman,  because  I  supposed 
there  was  no  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  music, 
and  that  the  arrangement  would  be  carried  out. 


It  seems  that  they  have  refused  to  play  for  less 
than  $5,  and  that  one  of  the  band  masters  says 
he  will  play  for  nothing.  I  think  with  the  Aider- 
man  that  that  is  something  we  should  not  accent. 
I  think  this  matter  ought  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Common  to  act  upon  and  report  to 
the  Board  at  an  early  day. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Breck  the  subject  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc., 
with  a  request  to  report  at  the  next  meetiDg  of 
the  Board. 

CHARLESTOWN   RAILROAD    TRACKS. 

Alderman  Caldwell  offered  an  order — That  the 
special  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
Railroad  Commissioners  relative  to  railroad 
tracks  in  Charlestown  be  authorized  to  report 
in  print.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Tucker,  and 
by  previous  vote  of  this  session  stood  adjourned 
until  one  week  from  today  at  four  o'clock    P.  M. 


Corrections.  The  remarks  of  Mr.  Pope  of 
Ward  9,  page  323,  Common  Council  proceedings, 
at  end  of  sixtn  line,  should  read,  "and  should 
give  my  reasons  more  fully  against  the  election 
of  Mr.  Turner,"  instead  of  "and  should  give  my 
reasons  more  fully  against  laying  it  upon  the  ta- 
ble." In  the  twenty-eighth  line  it  scould  be,  "We 
have  not  had  but  one  recount  on  my  seat  yet,"  in- 
stead of  "We  have  not  had  but  one  recount  yet." 
In  the  twenty-third  Hue  it  should  read  "highest 
public  salary,"  instead  of  "highest  salary." 

The  remarks  of  Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14,  page 
349,  should  read,  "after,"  instead  of  "before  the 
business  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen." 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


JUNE    2,    1881. 


Regular  meeting,  at  7.30  o'clock,  P.  ML,  Andrew 
J.  Bailey,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Reports  of  city  officers.  Placed  on  file. 
Sundry  papers  were  referred  in  concurrence. 
A  report  and  orders  for  the  construction  of  au 
additional  storage  basin  on  the  Sudbury  River  at 
an  expense  of  $284,000,  and  for  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee to  provide  the  means,  with  a  minority  re- 
port recommending  that  no  action  be  taken, 
came  down  referred  te  Committee  on  Finance. 
On  motion  of  M  r.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16,  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  was  specially  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting  at  8.30  P.  M. 

Reports  ot  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following 
petitions  for  compensation  for  personal  injuries, 
received  by  the  parties  mentioned,  in  the  locali- 
ties named:  Frederica  May,  corner  of  Main  and 
School  streets:  Elizabeth  Rogers,  Washington 
street;  Phoebe  A.  Brown,  passageway  to  Town 
Hall,  Charlestown;  Michael  J.  Flynn,  Minot 
street;  James  Coyle,  Centre  street.  Severally  ac- 
cepted in  concurrence. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions,  viz. : 
H.  S.  Draper,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  to  his  vehicle 
on  Maple  street;  Hubert  Smyth,  to  be  paid  for 
injuries  from  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Pynchon 
street.    Severally  accepted  io  concurrence. 

Order  for  a  report  to  be  submitted  of  the  cost 
of  laying  out  as  parks  the  lot  of  land  in  front  of 
the  Art  Museum,  and  the  lot  at  junction  of  Hun- 
tington avenue  and  Boylston  street;  also  what 
revenue  can  be  received  from  betterments. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  think  that  order  ought 
to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parks.  There 
may  be  some  gentleman  here  who  is  posted  in 
regard  to  the  matter,  and  able  to  explain  it.  The 
subject  has  been  before  ihe  Council  twice  before 
this,  and  I  remember  very  distinctly  was  once  the 
subject  of  a  hearing  before  the  Commit- 
tee on  Parks.  It  was  then  ascertained 
that  the  parties  who  own  and  are  interested 
in  the  lands  facing  this  proposed  square  were 
unwilling  to  ao  anything  towards  paying  the  cost 
of  taking  and  keeping  them  open  for  a  public 
square.  If  anything  is  to  be  done  toward  taking 
the  land  for  a  square,  I  think  it  ought  to  be  in 
such  a  way  as  to  enlist  the  cooperation  of  those 
owning  the  land  around  it,  and  that  we  ought  not 
to  do  anything  looking  to  assessment  of  better- 
ments, but  rather  in  the  way  of  soliciting  sub- 
scriptions. Unless  some  one  can  state  something 
in  regard  to  the  matter,  I  shall  move  its  reference 
to  the  Committee  ou  Public  Parks. 

Tne  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Parks. 

Order  for  an  agreement  with  owners  of  certain 
estates  on  Pine  street,  for  the  construction  of  a 
retaining  wall  on  line  of  Broadway  extension. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  to  grade  and  put  in  order  the  public 
square  at  junction  of  Chestnut  Hill  avenue  and 
Rockland  street,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $2330. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

The  New  Court  House. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
report  the  terms  upon  which  the  city  can  obtain 
the  whole  or  part  of  the  land  between  Derne- 
street  reservoir  and  Mt.  Vernon  street. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  fail  to  see  the  use  of 
passing  this  order.  I  do  not  think  the  reservoir 
is  a  proper  site  for  a  Court  House.  I  think  it  very 
doubtful  if  a  Court  House  is  ever  built  there,  or 
if  it  ever  becomes  necessary  to  do  so.  This  is  a 
step  in  that  direction,  and  if  this  Council  will 
avoid  taking  that  step,  it  would  certainly  do  a 
very  beneficial  act.  I  move  that  the  order  be  in- 
definitely postponed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  trust  the  order 
will  not  be  indefinitely  postponed.  It  is  the  re- 
port of  a  committee,  made  for  good  reasons,  and 
has  already  been  passed  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men—a Board  which  have  been  very  careful  in 
looking  out  for  anything  which  squinted  towards 


the  exercise  of   any  power  by  this  branch  in  re- 

fard       to      Court-house      matters.       In       the 
rst  place,  it   will   be  a  serious   inconvenience 
to    have     this   order   rejected    now,   owing   to 
the  fact    that   three   orders   are   tied  together, 
which,  of  course,  can  be  got  over  in  some  way. 
But  the  main  point  to  look  at  now  is  whether  the 
order  itself  is  one  which  ought  to  be  passed.     I 
trust  that  the  Council,  who  are  rather  indifferent 
to  the  whole  matter,  will  remember  that  this  is 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
and  has  been  considered  and  passed  by  the  other 
branch.    Against  that  we  have  only  the  sugges- 
tion     made     by    the     gentleman    from     Ward 
10,     that     because     in     his     view     the     pas- 
sage of  the  order  will  be  in  compliance  with  the 
law,  it  is  well  for  the  Council  not  to  take  that 
step.    That  is  just  exactly  what  the  state  of  the 
matter  is.    The  Board  of  Aldermen  of  last  year, 
in  accordance  with  the  law,  took  a  lot  of  land  to 
build  a  Court  House  on.    More   than  that,  the 
law  says  expressly  that  the  City  Council— which 
means   both    oranches— shall   proceed  within   a 
reasonable     time     to     erect     a     Court    House 
on     that    site.      There     is     no     possible     way 
of    preventing    a    Court    House     from     going 
on  that  site  except  by  a  repeal  of  the  law.    Look- 
ing at  the  experience  of  the  past  twelve  years,  I 
venture  to  say  that  the  Legislature — now  that  a 
site  has  been  taken  which  is  satisfactory  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen— will  throw  the  whole  matter 
back  into  confusion   by  letting  the   Board  of   Al- 
dermen struggle  for  another  twelve  years  in  solv- 
ing  the    problem.      I   do  not  believe   it  is  the 
best    site.        But     we     have   had   no   voice   in 
this    matter.       Last    year    the    Legislature  re- 
fused to  give   any   part   of   their  power  to   the 
Common  Council,  but  gave  it  to  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen again,  and  they  have  exercised  their  pow- 
er.   More  than  that,  the  Committee  of  the  Bar 
Association,  who  drafted  the  act,  put  in  a  pro- 
vision that  within  a  reasonable  time  the  city  of 
Boston  should  build  a  Court  House  on  the  land  so 
taken.    I  make  that  statement  upon  information 
from  two  members  of  the  committee  who  were 
before  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, one  of  whom  said  to  me  that  there  should 
be  no  evasion  or  delay  on  the  part  of  the  City 
Council;  that  they  were  going  to  put  in  a  provi- 
sion that  the  City  Council  should  go  to  work  and 
build  a  Court  House,  because  the  Bar  and  public 
wanted  and  were  going  to  have  one.    Now,  sir,  I 
don't  think  this  order  is  a  particularly  long  step  iu 
that  direction.    The  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings have  power  to  make  Inquiries  and  find  what 
can  be  done.    But  it  is  a  great  deal  more  cour- 
teous to  the  owners  of  the  land  to  empower  the 
committee  to  do  it  directly,  rather  than  have  it 
done  indirectly,  or  waiting  "until  we  can  go  up  to 
the  Legislature  ana  get  an  act  passed  to  enable 
the  city  to  take  the  land.    I  am  surprised  to  hear 
a  member  of  the  Bar  expressing  a  desire   to  do 
things  contrary  to  law.    If  there  is  anything  the 
Legislature  has  said,  it  is  that  the   City  Council 
shall  within  a  reasonable  time  build  a  Court  House 
on  that  piece  of  land.    It  seems  to  me  it  is  hardly 
proper  for  a  lawyer  to  stand  here  and  advise 
us  against  taking  this  step   because  it  is  carrying 
out  the  law.    I  think   some   stronger  argument 
ought  to  be  presented,  to  lead  members  to  disre- 
gard the  recommendation  of  the  committee  who 
have  the  matter  in  charge,  and  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  order  as  it  stands.  I  hope  the  Coun- 
cil will  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  give 
the  committee  this  very  moderate  power.    It  is 
not  a  power  to  take  land  or  make  bargains.    But 
It  will  enable  the  clerk  ot  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  at  some  time   during   the  year,  if 
such  a  step  is  taken,  to  write  a  civil  note  to  an 
owner  of  a  piece  of  property  there  and  ask  what 
price  he  will  put  upon  the  land. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1—1  should  like  to  ask  some 
of  the  legal  gentlemen  of  this  body  if  a  majority 
of  the  fraternity  are  satisfied  with  the  reservoir 
as  a  site  for  a  Court  House? 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  think  I  can  answer  that  ques- 
tion, and  say  that  they  are  dissatisfied,  by  a 
large  majority. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— I  think  there  is  one 
misapprehension  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is 
laboring  under.  As  I  remember  the  doings  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  last  year,  they  took  the  Res- 
ervoir lot,  but  did  not  take  the  land  now  occu- 
pied by  buildings,  and  whose  value  it  is  proposed 
to  ascertain.  Therefore  we  are  not  evading  the 
law  in  attempting  to  oppose  the  purchose  of  the 
land  occupied  by  buildings.  Iu  the  next  place,  I 
think   it   is   quite  evident  from   the   repi  rt  of 
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the  debates  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  last 
November,  when  this  matter  of  taking  land  was 
before  them,  that  they  did  not  seriously  intend 
to  erect  a  Court  House  on  this  lot.  It  was  quite 
evident  that  certain  members  of  the  Board  were 
strongly  inclined  to  take  a  lot  in  order  to  satisfy 
the  law,  and  then  reconstruct,  remodel  or  rebuild 
the  old  Court  House,  thinking  that  that  would 
satisfy  the  needs  of  the  public  and  the  legal 
fraternity  for  the  next  twenty-flve  years.  I 
think  that  no  invidious  comparisons  can 
be  drawn  between  the  law-abiding  spirit  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  the  lawless  spirit  of  this 
branch  on  that  score.  Now,  in  reference  to  the 
three  orders  reported  by  the  committee:  The  two 
orders  which  have  been  passed  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  this  branch  are  entirely  discon- 
nected from  this  one.  I  shall  vote  with  my 
colleague  for  indefinite  postponement,  because  I 
believe  the  reservoir  lot  is  one  of  the  most  incon- 
venient sites  for  a  Court  House  in  this  city.  It 
might  as  well  be  placed  upon  Brewster  Island  as 
on  the  reservoir  site,  and  1  shall  take  pleasure  in 
voting  against  putting  it  there. 

Mr.  Whitmore— 1  wish  the  Council  to  under- 
stand that  neither  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
or  any  other  person  is  empowered  to  speak  the 
wishes  of  the  Suffolk  Bar  in  regard  to 
the  new  Court  House.  If  any  man  should 
undertake  to  do  it  I  would  immediately 
proceed  to  squelch  him  by  showing  a  scrap 
book  containing  the  names  of  a  'arge 
number  of-members  of  the  Bar  who  signed  peti- 
tions for  the  i  aking  of  one  site  or  the  othd .  My 
recolleccion  is  It  has  never  been  possible  to  get 
the  legal  gentlemen  to  agree  upon  any  site.  If 
they  had  been  able  to  do  so,  the  site  would  have 
been  taken  many  years  ago.  In  past  years  it  has 
been  impossible  to  get  any  considerable  fraction 
of  the  Bar  to  agree  upon  any  one  site.  A  great 
many  persons  have  signed  petitions  for  the  Pem- 
berton square  site,  while  a  great  many  others 
have  signed  in  favor  of  the  reservoir  site,  and 
the  site  on  Province  court  has  received  many 
signatures.  It  it  be  necessary,  I  will  produce  the 
evidence  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council.  In 
regard  to  what  the  other  member  from  Ward  10 
[Mr.  Hagdr]  says,  1  did  not  intend  to  give  the 
Council  to  understand  that  this  laud,  for  which 
negotiations  are  to  be  made,  was  taken. 
If  it  had  been  taken,  it  would  now  be 
too  late  to  make  negotiations.  It  is  perfectly 
true,  and  I  suppo  ed  everybody  knew  it,  that  the 
reservoir  lot  was  taken  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men last  year.  There  are  in  that  reservoir  lot 
about  38,000  feet,  and  21,000  feet  in  the  strip  of 
land  between  that  and  Mt.  Vernon  street.  It  is  a 
matter  of  course,  that  if  the  city  builds  on  the 
reservoir  site,  it  must  get  possession  in  some 
way  of  the  houses  between  Mt.  Vernon  street 
and  the  reservoir.  The  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  have  already  been  instructed  to  ex- 
amine and  reporr  whether  the  reservoir  site  is 
large  enough,  and  they  are  about  attending  to 
that  business  at  once.  At  all  events,  everybody 
knows  we  must  get  the  land  between  it  and  Mt. 
Vernon  street  for  the  purpose  of  widening  the 
street,  and  having  nothing  between  the 
Court  House  and  the  street.  But  I 
desire  above  all  to  call  the  attention  of  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Ward  10  and  ask  them  how  they  will 
construe  the  section  of  chapter  128  of  the  acts  of 
1880,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  of  Boston,  acting 
by  its  City  Council,  to  erect  within  a  reasonable 
time  after  any  taking  authorized  by  this  act,  a 
suitable  Court  House  for  the  use  of  the  courts  of 
the  Commonwealth  In  and  lor  the  county  of  Suf- 
lolk,  and  for  other  purposes  incidental  thereto, 
upon  the  land  so  taken." 

Now,  sir,  I  don't  imagine  that  either  of  those 
gentlemen  would  venture  to  risk  their  profes- 
sional reputation  by  stating  that  any  side  re- 
marks made  by  an  Alaermau  when  be  voted  to 
take  this  piece  of  land,  under  the  law,  that  he 
did  not  intend  ro  comply  with  the  law,  would  be 
listened  to  for  *  moment.  If  any  Alderman  voted 
to  lake  the  reservoir  site,  and  said  ne  did  it 
as  a  trick  to  evade  the  law,  I  don't 
believe  either  of  the  gentlemen  fiom 
Ward  10  would  say  it  would  have  that 
effect.  On  the  contrary,  I  ask  both  of  those  gen- 
tlemen to  meet  the  matter  fairly  and  squarely. 
The  law  seems  to  be  plain  and  simple  that  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  city  of  Boston,  acting  by  its 
City  Council,  to  erect  a  Court  HouBe  on  the  land 
so  taken.  Now,  sir,  there  is  no  dispute  but,  that 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  did  take  a  piece  of  land, 


and  there  can  be  no  questiou  that  after  that 
taking  it  becomes  our  duty  to  take  the  necessary 
scepi  to  erect  a  building  on  that  piece  of  land; 
and  until  the  law  is  repealed— which  cannot  be 
until  next  year— it  is  our  duty  to  adopt  reason- 
able measures  to  comply  with  the  law.  It  is  not  a 
?uestion  whether  the  Council  likes  that  site  or  not. 
t  is  not  a  question  whether  one  Alderman  thought 
he  could  cheat  the  lawyers  who  drew  i  he  law.  It  is 
a  tact  that  Alderman  Flynn  read  that  section  be- 
fore they  voted,  for  I  heard  him.  At  all  events 
they  kuew  the  law,  and  now,  sir,  shall  we.  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  refuse 
to  take  a  step  simply  for  the  reason ,  as  he  said, 
that  it  would  be  toward  complying  with  the  law, 
because  he  does  not  think  the  law" is  a  good  one? 
In  other  words,  be  does  not  like  the 
site.  I  do  not  like  it.  I  think  a  great 
many  better  sites  could  have  been  selected; 
but  that  does  not  alter  the  duty  ot  the  City  Coun- 
cil. The  law  is  plain  and  simple  that  within  a 
reasonable  time  we  shall  erect  a  Court  House  on 
the  land  taken,  and  I  ask  the  gentlemen  whether 
it  is  not  wise  and  proper  for  this  Council— it  must 
be  evident  that  we  must  get  that  piece  of  laud, 
and  it  would  be  folly  to  leave  those  houses  there 
— to  go  forward  and  make  some  attempt  to  make 
terms  with  the  owners  and  not  put  it  off  three  or 
four  years  when  they  can  say  that  the  value  of 
the  land  has  been  increased  by  the  fact  that  ■  he 
city  of  Boston  has  got  to  build  a  Court  House 
there,  and  that  the  land  is  much  more  valuable 
than  at,  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— The  fallacy  of  the  rea- 
soning of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  consists  in 
this:  He  assumes  that  It  is  indispensable  for  us 
to  have  that  land  on  Mt.  Vernon  street,  in  order 
to  erect  a  Court  House  on  the  reservoir  lot.  He 
says  it  must  be  so,  and  that  it  is  evident  we  must 
have  that  land.  1  do  not  admit  it.  It  is  purely 
a  matter  of  tact.  The  reservuir  has  H8.OOC1  feet, 
and  I  do  not  think  it  is  quite  impossible  to  erect 
a  good  Court  House  on  that,  site.  Perhaps  it 
would  be  better  to  have  the  whole  square;  per- 
haps the  Court  House  would  be  better  aud  have 
more  light  and  air.  But  I  do  not  think  it  is  in- 
dispensable to  have  the  lot  on  Mt.  Vernon  street 
in  order  to  ertct  a  Court  House  upon  the  reser- 
voir site. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
whether,  as  a  matter  of  common  sense,  whether 
if,  the  Court  House  is  to  be  built  on  that  site,  it 
would  not  be  wise  for  the  city  to  see  what  it  could 
buy  the  land  between  it  aud  Mt.  Vernon  street 
for  ?  The  buildings  are  above  it,  on  the  slope  of 
the  hill.  There  is  no  chance  for  a  yard,  and  no 
chance  to  put  a  suitable  front  on  that  side.  I 
would  ask  him  as  a  matter  of  common  seuse,  If 
the  city  intends  to  build  on  the  reservoir  site, 
whether  that  piece  ot  land  is  not  almost  indis- 
pensable? I  admit  that  it  would  not  be  quite  in- 
dispensable; but  would  not  a  prudent  man,  if  he 
we^e  going  to  build  a  hotel  there,  first  try  to  get 
that  piece  of  land  1  or  his  own  protection  ? 

Mr.  Hagar— I  agree  with  the  gentleman  that 
we  could  have  a  better  building  there  with  that 
land;  but  without  the  land  we  have  38,00n 
feet,  and  with  the  three  tajae'ec*  bounded  by 
streets,  we  have  much  more  opportunity  for 
architectural  display  than  at  the  proposed  site 
at  the  north  end  of  Pemberton  square,  where 
only  a  small  portion  of  the  Court  House  would 
appear  ou  the  street,  aud  as  good  an  architect. 
ural  effect  as  we  could  have  had  at  the  west  eud 
of  Pemberton  square,  which  was  proposed  to  be 
taken,  and  as  good  a  one  as  on  the  piece  of  land 
near  the  Province  House,  which  has  been  pro- 
posed, and  was  opposed  on  account  ot  its  cost. 
I  regard  it  as  a  pretty  good  site  lor  a  Court  House 
buildiug  even  without  this  Mt.  Vernon-street 
land. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  so  gratified  by  the  conces- 
sion made  by  the  gentleman,  that  I  want  to  ask 
him  one  other  question,  aud  that  is,  why  the  com- 
mittee should  not  be  allowed  to  ask  the  owners 
ot  the  land  the  price  at  which  they  will  sell  it  ? 
This  order  does  not  give  the  committee  any  power 
to  buy  land.  The  gentleman  says  this  land 
would  be  desirable.  Why  should  not  the  commit- 
tee be  allowed  to  inquire  of  the  various  owners  to 
learn  what  the  price  is  ?  I  do  not  see  what  possi- 
ble harm  can  be  done  by  giving  the  committee 
that  power. 

Mr.  Hagar— I  do  not  think  the  city  would  be 
ruined  if  the  committee  should  have  that  power. 
I  merely  repent  what  I  s»id  before,  that  my  objec- 
tion to  the  whole  scheme  is  so  great  that  I  am 
unwilling  to  vote  to  advance  it  a  single  stage. 
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Mr.  Lauteu— To  change  the  conversation  a  little 
1  would  move  the  previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered.    , 

The  order  was  declared  passed.  Mr.  Wheeler 
doubted  the  vote.  The  Council  was  divided— 37 
tor,  19  against  and  the  order  was  passed  in  con- 
currence. Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

PETITIONS    PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— Petition  of  >{ash> 
Spaulding  &  Co.  and  others,  requesting  a  hear- 
ing in  favor  of  the  continuance  of  the  Fire  Com- 
mission. Referred  to  the  Joint  Special  Commit- 
tee on  Commissions. 

By  Mr.  Brimbecon  of  Ward  18— Petition  of  the 
widow  of  Thom-s  J.  Tobin,  who  was  crushed 
while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  in  the  Fire 
Department,  for  compensation  for  his  death.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 

By  Mr.  Hilton  of  Ward  5— Petitions  tor  leave  to 
erect  wooden  buildings  by  Eli  W.  Hoyt  on  Sara- 
toga street,  near  Trumbull  street,  Ward  2,  and  by 
Cousens  Brothers  on  Brighton  avenue,  near 
Brookline  Bridge,  Ward  25.  Referred  to  Joint 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings. 

THE  CASE  OF  ENOS  WASGATT. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment for  8.15  o'clock  P.  M.,  viz. : 

Order  to  rescind  the  order  of  July  10, 1868,  to 
pay  three  dollars  per  day  to  Enos  Wasgatt,  from 
the  Police  appropriation. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

On  account  of  the  absence  of  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Council,  Mr. 
Welch  of  Ward  7,  and  out  of  courtesy  to  him,  Mr. 
Gove  moved,  and  the  Council  voted,  that  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  be  specially  assigned 
to  the  next  meeting,  at  a  quarter  past  eight 
o'clock. 

EXAMINING  COMMITTEE  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10  called  up  the  first  of  the 
past  assignments,  viz. : 

Motion  to  substitute  "An  ordinance  to  amend 
an  ordinance  in  regard  to  the  Public  Library" 
(recommended  in  a  minority  report)  for  the  ordi- 
nance on  the  subject  recommended  in  a  majority 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  (City 
Doc.  No.  65.) 

The  question  was  upon  the  substitution  of  the 
minority  for  the  majority  report. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr.  President,  1  will  endeavor 
to  be  very  brief,  because  this  whole  matter  lies 
in  a  nutshell.  Up  to  the  present  time  we  have 
had  a  mere  farce  in  regard  to  examining  the  Pub 
lie  Library.  Every  year  under  the  existing  ordi- 
nance the  Board  of  Trustees  has  appointed  a 
committee  of  citizens  to  examine  it,  and  when 
the  matter  was  brought  before  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  the  absurdity  of  the  present  rule  was 
so  evident  that  the  majority  moved  to  strike  it 
out  entirely.  The  minoiity  report  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  order  se  .  to  the  committee.  That 
is  the  whole  question  la  a  nutshell.  The  present 
system  is  a  farce,  ii  we  cannot  have  a  good  ex- 
amining committee ,  I  should  agree  with  the  re- 
port of  the  major'. y  to  have  none.  The  question 
is  brought  before  you  just  on  that  one  point.  Do 
we  need  md  sh'  uld  we  have  an  efficient  examin- 
ing committee,  or  should  we  have  none  at 
all  ?  The  onl  v  other  suggestion  made  before  the 
Committee  n  Ordinances  was  that  the  Joint 
Committee  ot  the  City  Council  on  Public  Library 
might  oe  tne  examining  committee.  It  seems  to 
ine  th»y  would  be  incompetent  to  make  such  an 
examination.  My  idea  of  an  examining  commit- 
tee is  that  the  Mayor  should  select  four,  five  or 
six  geutlemen  known  to  be  experts  in  Library  mat- 
ters—such gentlemen  as  met  here  some  years  ago 
and  lormeda  library  association.  There  Is  such 
a  thing  as  the  science  of  managing  libraries,  and 
if  we  are  to  have  any  examination  at  all  it  ought 
ro  he  by  experts.  The  only  question  is  whether  it 
is  desirable  to  have  such  an  examining  commit- 
tee. This  Council  ought  to  hear  in  mind  the 
tact  that  we  spend  eveiy  year  a  large  amount 
of  money  for  the  library,  yet  nobody  in  the  City 
Council  knows  whether  the  money  is  well  spent. 
I  do  not  speak  of  peculations;  nobody  supposes 
that  any  commissions  are  paid  or  that  there  is  any 
fraud  in  the  management  of  the  library.  The  ques- 
tion is  whether  the  library  is  kept  up  to  its  work 
among  the  other  libraries  of  the  world  in  a  man- 
ner which  justifies  the  annual  expense  we  go  to. 
It  seems  to  me  we  are  not  competent  to  do  this, 
and  that  it  would  be  prudent  to  ask  the  Mayor  to 


appoint  a  committee  every  year,  to  consist  of 
experts,  to  report  on  the  general  state  of  the 
library  as  compared  with  other  libraries.  It 
seems  to  me  this  would  he  no  slur  on  the  trus- 
tees, but  a  proper  thing,  just  as  it  would  be  if 
the  city  should  come  to  such  a  position  that  it 
has  engineering  works  of  so  large  an  extent  that 
the  Committee  on  Improved  sewerage,  or  any 
other  committee,  could  not  know  anything  about 
it,  and  were  to  say  to  the  Mayor,  "You  must  ap 
point  a  commission  of  three  or  four  expert 
engineers  to  come  here  and  see  whether  this 
work  is  all  right."  It  seems  to  me  that  is 
the  way  such  large  works  should  be  man- 
aged. It  is  the  same  in  regard  to  the  Pub- 
lic Library.  Considering  the  large  sums  of 
money  we  have  to  vote,  it  seems  to  be  right 
that  we  should  invite  experts  to  eome.here  and 
see  if  everything  is  going  on  as  it  should.  It 
is  not  a  question  of  fraud,  but  whether  tne  trus- 
tees are  of  the  calibre  we  require  to  manage  such 
a  trust.  The  Public  Library  is  growing  every  year. 
The  hundred  thousand  dollars  we  appropriate 
every  yfar  is  not  all  spent  on  salaries.  A  large 
portion  of  it  goes  for  the  purchase  of  books.  Con- 
sequently, its  relative  rank  with  other  libraries  is 
changing.  You  and  I,  Mr.  President,  are  not 
competent  to  tell  what  these  changes  are,  and 
what  i  he  library  needs  on  account  of  these 
changes.  But  there  are  experts  who  can,  and  it 
seems  to  me  they  should  be  called  upon  to  act  in 
such  a  matter.  If  you  want  a  gooa  examining 
committee,  the  ordinance  is  not  in  proper  form. 
If  you  do  not  want  a  good  committee,  you 
don't  want  to  change  the  ordinance.  If 
the  minority  report  is  not  adopted,  I 
agree  entirely  with  the  report  of  the  majority, 
that  we  should  have  no  committee  at  all,  for  I 
think  the  present  ordinance  is  a  farce. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  and  a  majority  of  the  committee  agreed 
at  the  outset  that  this  is  a  limited  question.  Mr. 
Hagar  read  the  section  of  the  ordinance  providing 
that  the  trustees  of  the  library  shall  appoint  an- 
nually an  examining  committee  who  shall  make 
a  thorough  examination  of  the  library  and  report 
its  condition  to  the  trustees.  The  absurdity  of 
that,  I  think  is  obvious  to  every  one  at  first  hear- 
ing. The  idea  of  having  a  hoard  appoint  its  own 
examining  committee  who  are  to  report  back  to 
the  board  examined,  is  ri  I  culous.  Self-examina- 
tion is  considered  a  valuable  exercise  in  theologi- 
cal matters,  but  has  never  been  considered  very 
valuable  for  correcting  abuses  in  political  matters. 
The  only  question;is,  what  is  the  best  thing  to  do? 
A  majority  of  the  committee  think  that 
ordinance  should  be  repealed.  They  think  there 
is  no  substantial  difference  between  this  depart- 
ment and  any  other  department  which  requires 
such  an  ordinance.  We  have  thej  trustees  of  the 
Public  Library,  Directors  of  the  East  Boston  Fer- 
ries, and  Directors  for  Public  Institutions.  The 
majority  of  the  committee  would  like  to  know 
what  reason  can  be  given  for  having  an  examin- 
ing committee  of  two  experts  to  investigate  the 
condition  of  the  library  that  would  not  equally 
apply  to  other  boards  and  commissions.  Why 
not  have  an  examining  committee  to  go  through 
the  affairs  of  the  four  commissions,  or  investigate 
the  Laiap,  Paving,  Sewer  or  any  other  depart- 
ment? That  is  all  there  is  of  it.  If  there  is  any 
substantial  d.fference  between  the  Public  Library 
and  the  other  departments  in  that  regard,  it  is 
well  to  have  an  e'xamining  committee;  and  if 
we  are  to  have  an  examining  committee, 
the  majority  believe  that  the  ordinance  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is  the  proper  one. 
But  the  majority  of  the  committee  think  there  is 
no  necessity  for  an  examining  committee.  In  all 
our  departments  there  is  some  board,  committee , 
head  or  commission  that  has  to  have  final  author- 
ity. That  is  the  plan  upon  which  all  the  depart- 
merts  are  built.  In  this  case  the  trustees  have 
final  authority.  They  are  elected  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  gentleman  suggests  that  a  committee 
might  be  aDpointed  or  expert  librarians,  who 
would  conduct  this  work.  I  would  be  greatly  sur- 
prised if  one  librarian  in  Chicago,  one  iu  New 
York,  one  in  Cincinnati,  the  one  in  Harvard  Col- 
lege, and  one  in  each  of  several  other  cities 
would  leave  their  various  posts  and  come  here 
without  compensation  and  make  an  elaborate  in- 
vestigation of  this  library  every  year.  I  should 
be  greatly  surprised  if  they  would  do  it  without 
large  compensation.  If  we  are  to  have  an  unpaid 
committee  I  think  it  would  be  quite  as  likely  that  it 
would  not  be  as  competent  as  the  one  appointed 
by  the  trustees.  If  there  should  be  any  difference 
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between  the  two  committees,  in  ray  own  mind 
the  advantage  would  be  in  favor  of  that  appoint- 
ed bv  the  trustees.  It  is  our  duty  to  select  trus- 
teeswbo  are  capable  of  taking  care  of  the  public 
library,  and  if  they  do  not  do  their  duty  it  is  our 
business  to  remove  them  and  select  others  who 
will. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  take  a  different  view 
of  this  matter  from  that  expressed  by  both  of 
of  the  previous  speakers.  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  geutleman  from  Ward  10  that  the  present  ex- 
amining committee  is  a  farce,  or  that  the  method 
by  which  it  is  appointed  is  a  farce.  The  Public  Li- 
bi  ary  was  smaller  once  than  it  is  now.  It  had  less 
hold'  upon  the  respect  and  approbation  of  'he 
citizens  of  Boston.  It  came  less  near  than  it  does 
now  to  filling  the  wants  of  the  people  of  Boston. 
It  was  a  long  time  when  the  trustees  of  the 
library  and  all  who  had  anything  to  do  with  it 
were  glad  to  find  out  what  the  pub- 
lic thought  of  them,  were  glad  to  derive  from  the 
intelligent  people  in  the  community  suggestions 
in  regard  to  its  management.  The  trustees  them- 
selves asked  for  the  power  to  appoint  this  exam- 
ining committee,  and  obtained  it.  The  origin  of 
the  examining  committee  was  with  the  trustees, 
the  appointment  of  it  has  been  witb  tbe  trustees, 
and  the  result  of  it  has  been  witu  the  trustees 
and  for  their  use.  Nobody  outside  has  contem- 
plated at  all  that  the  examining  committee  was 
an  investigating  committee.  The  only  way  in 
which  the  remarks  of  the  gtntleman  from  Ward 
12  can  be  made  to  sound  with  any  ring  of  common 
sense  at  all  :s  by  supposing  that  he  confuses  the 
idea  of  an  examining  committee  with  that  of  an 
investigating  committee.  Now,  sir,  those  exam- 
ining committees  have  been  appointed  from  the 
best  citizens  in  this  city  and  vicinity,  and  not 
always  of  this  city— gentlemen  who,  although 
of  greater  years  than  the  gentleman  from 
Waid  12,  have,  like  him,  written  books 
and  read  books,  and  been  familiar  with  libraries 
and  known  something  about  the  proper  conduct 
of  libraries,  and  who,  perna^s,  even  more  than  he 
has,  because  of  their  professional  connection  and 
their  experience  in  the  different  spheres  ot  lire, 
have  known  and  felt  the  needs  of  the  community 
and  what  it  ought  to  expect  of  the  library.  Those 
committees  have  been  made  up  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished gentlemen  in  this  community,  many 
of  them  leaders  in  the  professional  walks  of  life, 
leaders  in  the  philanthropic  movements,  leaders 
in  literary  and  scientific  societies;  and  I  regret  I 
nave  not  iu  my  pocket  at  this  time— though  I  had 
it  when  this  order  was  up  before — a  list  of  the 
members  of  the  examining  committee  appointed 
Ijy  tbe  trustees  this  year,  just  to  read  it  and  let 
you  see  the  class  ot  gentlemen  selected  this  year. 
The  difficulty  is  to  find  people  who  will  serve  on 
the  examining  committee — Dot  to  find  those  whom 
it  would  be  desirable  io  have,  but  to  find  those 
who  can  give  tbe  time  to  it.  That,  of  course, 
modifies  the  character  of  the  appointments; 
but  they  have  seen  committees  which  I  will  ven- 
tuie  to  say  upon  examining  the  lists,  which  can 
he  obtained  for  all  tbe  members  of  this  Council— 
which  will  be  found  to  be  committees  that  could 
not  be  excelled  In  excellence  by  any  appointments 
likely  to  be  obtained  from  our  present  worthy 
Mayor,  or  any  of  the  mayors  of  Boston  we  have 
recently  had.  Those  committees  are  not  investi- 
gating committees.  No  charges  have  been  made 
against  the  management  of  the  Public  Library. 
>■>  charges  have  been  made  that  it  does  not  meet 
the  warts  of  the  citizens  ot  Boston  of  sufficient 
gravity  to  be  brought  before  the  City  Council, 
and  be  relerred  to  an  investigating  committee,  un- 
less I  except  the  memorial  from  one  of  our  citi- 
zens,  which  has  been  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Library.  That  being  a  standing 
committee  from  year  to  year,  and  the  mem- 
bers being  supposed  to  know  something 
about  the  department  of  the  Public  Li- 
brary, it  is  the  proper  committee  to 
refer  matters  to  for  investigation.  Or  even  if  in 
a  series  of  years  the  idea  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  suggests  should  prevail,  that  the  whole 
method  ot  the  Public  Library  needs  an  examina- 
tion in  regard  to  its  management,  and  there 
should  be  an  investigation  to  see  whether  its  tim- 
bers are  rotten,  then  it  would  be  well  enough  to 
have  an  examining  committee  of  experts,  if  they 
could  be  found,  and  let  them  be  an  investigating 
committee.  This  examining  committee  is  ap- 
pointed lor  the  purpose  ot  securing  the  inti mate 
knowledge  of  a  body  of  our  own  citiz-ns  well 
qualified  for  that  purpose;  to  secure  their  interest 
in  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  library  manage- 


ment, and  make  suggestions  to  the  trustees. 
They  are  given  every  facility  for  examining  the 
Public  Library, the  methods  by  which  it  is  carried 
on,  the  books  on  its  shelves,  the  character  of  its 
service.  They  are  taken  by  the  trustees  to  all  its 
branches.  They  are  given  carte  blanche  to  go 
wherever  they  please,  and  after  the  necessary  ser- 
vice has  been  rendered  by  the  trustees  and  em- 
ployes, they  are  left  to  make  up  their  report  and 
suggest  such  improvements  tor  the  library  as 
they  can.  Those  suggestions  have  often  been 
useful  and  have  been  acted  upon,  and  those  gen- 
tlemen have  become  so  interested  in  the  Public 
Library  that  in  many  instances  they  have  turned 
out  to  be  benefactors,  having  left  it  legacies  and 
added  very  much  to  its  riches.  So  I  say  that  the 
power  of  appointing  an  examining  committee 
should  be  left  to  the  trustees,  to  be  exercised  If 
they  see  fit,  each  year  as  they  do  now,  for  the 
purpose  of  interesting  the  most  competent 
citizens  in  *he  community  in  the  affairs 
of  the  library,  and  for  the  other  purpose  of 
deriving  from  them  the  best  suggestions  they 
can  in  regard  t>  carrying  it  on.  I  tnink  that 
power  should  be  optional  with  the  trus- 
tees. If  this  motion  to  substitute  the  mi- 
nority report  does  not  prevail,  I  will  move  to 
amend  the  ordinance  reported  by  the  majority 
of  the  committee,  by  striking  out  all  after  the 
word  "by"  in  next  to  the  last  line,  and  by  substi- 
tuting '"may"  for  "shall,"  leaving  it  in  the  power 
of  the  trustees  to  appoint  the  examining  commit- 
tee if  they  think  it  desirajle,  and  not  making  it 
compulsory. 

Mr.  Whe  ;ler  of  Ward  10— I  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman to  be  kind  enough  to  allow  me  to  make 
one  sii  gle  statement.  Tne  Comuii  tee  on  Ordi- 
nances examined  the  question  as  to  whether  the 
trustees,  after  the  repeal  of  this  ordinance,  would 
have  power  to  appoint  exactly  such  a  committee 
as  the  gentlemau  suggests.  It  was  found  that 
they  would  have  power  to  ao  so  under  the  statute. 
In  an  indirect  way  the  opinion  was  obtained  from 
the  City  Solicitor  that  a  visiting  committee— I  un- 
derstand that  to  he  the  nature  of  what  the  gentle- 
man would  suggest— could  be  appointed  under 
the  statute,  and,  as  we  were  iniormed,  it  is  the 
intention  ot  the  trustees  to  appoint  a  visiting  or 
examining  committee  from  year  to  year. 

.Mr.  Pratt— If  the  committee  arrived  at  that 
conclusion,  and  have  some  intimation  from  the 
trustees  that  they  would  be  satisfied  with  that, 
I  shall  have  no  objection  to  the  ordinance  pro- 
posed by  the  majority.  But  I  still  think  it  would 
be  well  to  have  that  usage  sanctioned  by  ordi- 
nance; at  aDy  rate,  not  apparently  disapproved 
by  the  total  repeal  of  the  present  ordinance.  It 
seems  to  me  it  would  be  well  to  let  the  present 
one  stand,  with  the  change  proposed,  and  not  ex- 
press a  disapproval  on  the  part  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil ot  the  course  which  has  been  followed  with 
good  results  for  a  great  many  years. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14-Tlie  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  21  reminded  me  that  for 
the  past  two  years  I  have  received  circulars  from 
a  citizen  of  Boston  who  complained  very  much 
of  the  management  of  the  library.  1  should  like 
to  hear  what  a  :tion  the  committee  ever  took  in 
the  matter. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  may  be  unable  to  see  the 
difference  between  an  examining  committee  and 
an  investigating  committee.  I  certainly  am  un- 
able to  see  any  difference  between  Mr.  Pratt, 
Trustee  of  the  Public  Library,  and  Mr.  Pratt, 
Councilman,  as  he  speaks  tonight  I  can  under- 
stand why  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  would  ob- 
ject to  ordering  the  rule,  because  he  is  the  one 
member  of  this  Council  who  has  the  appointing  of 
those  committees.  He  has  a  voice  in  their  ap- 
pointment. It  is  very  natural  that  he  thiiiKs  tbe 
appointment  should  be  continued.  I  do  not 
share  tbe  regret  he  expresses  that  he  has  not  the 
list  of  examining  committees  for  the  past  two 
years.  That  list  was  produced  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  and  I  say  again  the  system 
is  farcical  in  its  character.  I  say  there  is  n't  one 
man  in  ten  who  would  be  peculiarly  qualified  to 
examine  a  library  at  any  time.  I  do  not  know 
what  appointments  they  have  made  this  year,  but 
I  do  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gentlemen  appointed  last  year,  and  I  will  read 
only  three  or  four  lines  Irorn  their  report: 

"The  examining  committee  has  endeavored  to 
perform  its  task  to  the  best  of  its  ability.  The 
difficulties  before  such  a  body  are  more  formida- 
ble than  might  at  first  sight  be  supposed.  Several 
of  the  questions  before  them  require  the  judg- 
ment ol  the  expert;  others  demand  a  much  deep- 
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er  knowledge  of  ttie  working  of  a  great  institu- 
tion, than  a  visiting  committee  can  easily  ac- 
quire." 

That,  sir,  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  of 
1880,  which  I  presume  the  gentleman  will  consid- 
er a  tirst-class  committee.  They  go  on  then  to 
criticise  a  few  points  which  they  feel  competent 
to  tackle.  They  are  the  gentleman's  own  witness- 
es; they  say  the  questions  presented  require  the 
judgment  of  an  expert  to  pass  upon  them.  That 
is  the  ground  I  take.  If  we  are  going  to 
have  a  committee,  we  should  have  one  of 
expert".  The  gentleman  from  Ward  10  took 
exception  to  the  statement  that  there  are  so  tew 
expert?.  It  is  true  there  is  only  one  library  in 
many  of  our  cities,  but  there  are  many  gentle- 
men connected  with  libraries  who  are  experts. 
The  body  of  men  who  met  here  certainly  repre- 
sented more  than  one  man  in  each  city.  When 
a  body  of  men  like  that  hold  conventions  in  such 
large  numbers,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  we  could  get 
a  committee  of  experts.  In  regard  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Library,  I  served  on  that  com- 
mittee one  year.  The  committee  met  once  that 
year.  I  believe  the  committeejnever  meet  except 
on  some  financial  question.  Thev  meet  usually 
early  in  the  year  to  pass  upon  the  appropriation, 
and  I  understand  that  they  never  alter  the  esti- 
mates of  the  trustees.  Some  matters  may  be  re- 
ferred to  them  in  the  course  of  the  year.  Now, 
sir,  there  have  been  complaints  made  against  the 
management  of  the  Public  Library.  Mr.  James 
M.  Hubbard  and  Mr.  Perkins,  both  of  whom 
have  been  employed  in  the  library,  have  charged 
the  trustees  with  squandering  the  public  money 
by  misunderstanding  their  duties.  I  say  that  the 
same  charge  is  re-affirmed  in  the  report  of  the 
examining  committee  of  last  year.  Yet,  sir,  I 
have  never  found  any  one  who  would  pay  any 
attention  to  it  in  this  Government.  If  a  case  is 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Library  they 
are  so  stupefied  at  having  anything  sent  to  them 
that  thev  have  not  been  able  to  do  anything.  At 
all  events,  they  have  done  nothing  in  a  public 
way.  It  is  stupid  to  say  that  the  trnstees  are  just 
the  persons  to  pick  out  a  proper  committee  to 
make  a  proper  report  upon  the  management  of 
the  library,  when  we  have  the  report  of  last  year 
and  the  charges  of  two  persons  employed  in  the 
library,  both  of  them  gentlemen  of  the  highest 
character.  Their  complaints  are  open  and 
made  through  the  public  press,  and  yet 
sir,  it  is  the  exertions  or  influence  of  the  trustees 
which  prevents  any  investigation  even  of  those 
charges.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  not  exactly  the 
time  when  we  ought  to  take  off  anything  tnat 
looks  like  a  possible  investigation  of  the  methods 
by  which  the  library  is  conducted.  In  answer  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  I  will  say  only  one 
thing.  I  do  believe  the  library  and  the  City  Hos- 
pital—which has  been  foolishly  organized,  on  the 
same  system— are  exceptions  to  most  of  the  de- 
partments tor  which  the  City  Council  is  responsi- 
ble. Most  of  the  members  here  think  they  are 
perfectly  competent  to  take  charge  and  perform 
their  duties  in  connection  with  the  committee  on 
any  department.  We  have  experts  in  regard  to 
manv  departments.  Upon  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  we  have  two  experts  in  the  mat- 
ter of  buildings.  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  I  can  point  out  three 
or  four  gentlemen  on  the  part  of  the 
Council  who  are  experts  in  matters  of  law.  I 
presume  the  same  is  true  in  regard  to  other  de- 
partments, that  there  are  gentlemen  who  have 
special  knowledge  of  the  subject.    But  we  lack 


experts  in  this  Council  in  regard  to  public  libra- 
ries and  hospitals.  Once  in  a  while  we  have  had 
a  physician  here  and  we  always  put  him  oo  the 
Committee  on  City  Hospital.  But  we  do  not  pre- 
tend to  have  any  professional  librarians  or  litera- 
ry gentlemen — I  don't  mean  merely  authors,  for 
those  are  plenty  enough,  and  we  might  have  a 
newspaper  man  among  us,  but  I  mean  profession- 
al librarians.  The  business  has  grown  to  be  a 
profession  by  which  men  obtain  reputation  and 
fortune.  In  regard  to  the  City  Hospital,  it  is 
really  run  by  the  medical  societies  and  we  can 
leave  it  in  their  hands.  But  in  the  matter  of  Pub- 
lic Library,  we  are  going  on  every  year  sanction- 
ing the  expenditure  of  great  sums  of  money,  ana 
yet  today  I  do  not  know  a  single  person  in 
either  branch  of  tne  City  Council  who  is  an  ex- 
pert in  such  matters,  and  who  would  be  proper 
to  put  on  an  examining  committee.  I  am  not  an 
expert,  and  I  do  not  know  any  member  of  the 
City  Council  who  is;  yet  I  do  know  they  are  rais- 
ing up  young  men  as  experts  in  the  management 
of  libraries  all  over  the  country,  and  I  think  the 
Mayor  could  bring  on  a  number  of  gentlemen 
here  who  could  tell  whether  the  management  is 
one  which  shows  a  proper  expenditure  of  the  pub- 
lic money. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  am  not  going  to 
weary  the  Council  with  any  repetition  of  the  ar- 
guments already  advanced.  I  must  say,  however, 
that  I  entirely  agree  with  my  colleague  on  the 
committee — the  gentleman  from  Ward  10— in  what 
he  has  said  on  this  question.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  desires  us  to  provide  by 
ordinance  for  something  which  exists  in  no 
other  department  of  the  City  Government,  tie 
desires  us  to  take  a  step  in  a  new  direction,  in 
which  the  City  Government  has  never  trodden 
heretofore.  He  desires  us  to  appoint  an  exam- 
ining committee  upon  a  department  of  the  City 
Government.  I  wish  to  draw  attention  to  the 
fact  that  over  no  single  department  of  the  City 
Council  is  there  at  present  an  examining  com- 
mittee. The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  argues 
that  the  Public  Library  stands  upon  different 
grounds  from  any  other  department.  Now,  sir,  I 
submit  that  it  stands  on  exactly  the  same  grounds 
as  every  other  department.  Is  not  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Fire  and  Police  departments  and  of 
the  City  Hospital  each  a  specialty?  Of  course 
it  is.  They  require  to  be  conducted  by  per- 
sons particularly  versed  in  those  particular 
matters.  I  say  the  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  applies  equally  well  to 
everv  other  department  of  the  City  Government  as 
to  the  Public  Library.  Now,  Mr.  President,  it  has 
been  brought  out  by  the  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  that  he  has  heard  complaints 
agfinst  the  management  of  the  Public  Library. 
I  also  have  heard  complaints.  I  also  have  re- 
ceived—as I  suppose  every  member  of  this 
Council  has  received— circulars  and  letters  de- 
tailing at  great  length  the  complaints  against  the 
management  of  the  Public  Library.  I  do  not 
know  whether  those  complaints  are  just  or  un- 
just. But  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  by  re- 
ferring to  those  complaints  has  brought  out  the 
true  sum  and  substance  of  the  object  he  wishes 
to  obtain  by  the  ordinance  which  he  offers. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  11  to  retrain  from  further  re- 
marks until  the  members  of  the  Council  come 
into  the  Chamber.  There  is  not  a  quorum 
present. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rosnosky  of 
Ward  16. 


B  O  AR  D       OF      ALDERMEN. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JUNE    7.    1881. 


Regular  meeting,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman  O'Brien,  Chairman, 
presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENT. 

Superintendent  of  Printing  for  the  term  Defin- 
ing July  1,  1881— Georee  Coolidge.  Confirmed  by 
yea  and  nay  ballot — yeas  11,  nays  0.  Committee — 
Alderman  Woolley,  Viles.    Sent  down. 

PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part 
of  the  Board.  "Tifareth  Israel,"  tor  leave  to 
establish  a  burial  place  in  this  city,  near  the  town 
of  Dedbam. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets.  William  P. 
Sargent  &  Co.  and  others,  that  Portland  street  be 
widened. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings.  Mrs.  E.  H.  Rosenburg,  to  project  a 
lettered  sign  at  21  West  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Lyon  Dupey  &  Co.  to  erect 
wooden  building  on  Sumner  street,  rear  of  No. 
115  to  127,  Ward  2;  Boston  Dyewood  &  Chemical 
Company  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  their 
wharf,  Ward  1. 

To  the  Special  Committee  on  Mystic  Valley 
Sevier.  Pluraer  Patent  Fertilizer  Company,  for 
leave  to  attempt  the  abatement  of  the  Mystic 
yalley  nuisance. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  H.  &  J.  Pfaff, 
for  leave  to  lay  pipes  under  Pyuchon  street. 

Ellis  Brothers  et  al.,  for  a  new  cross-walk  on 
Merchants'  row,  at  junction  of  Chatham  street. 

John  D.  Bartlett  et  al.,  for  a  cross-walk  across 
Harvard  avenue  at  Cambridge  street,  Brighton. 

Dr.  O.  H.  Marion  et  al.,  for  a  flagging  cross- 
walk at  the  intersection  of  Allston  street  and 
Brighton  avenue. 

V  8.  Wakefield  et  al.,  for  flagging  cross-walk 
across  Washington  street  at  Beethoven  street. 

George  B.  Harriman  et  al  ,  for  cross-walks  on 
Dudley  street  between  Howard  avenue  and  Blue 
Hill  avenue. 

E.  Peabody  Gerry,  M.  D.,  for  leave  to  locate  a 
hitching  post  in  front  of  his  estate,  corner  Gor- 
don and  Everett  streets,  Jamaica  Plain. 

F.  M.  Haskell,  for  a  plank  crossing  from  the 
Harbor  View  House  to  the  walk  running  from  Q 
street  to  Johnstone  landing,  to  cross  East  Sixth 
street  ninety  feet  below  Q  street  and  beyond  the 
limit  of  travel  on  Sixth  street. 

Silas  Peirce  &  Co.  et  al.,  that  Commercial  street 
be  paved  with  granite  blocks  from  Cross  street  to 
Atlantic  avenue. 

Simon  Sullivan,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Bolton  street. 

Patrick  H.  Rogers  et  al  ,  that  Station  street  be 
macadamized  and  put  in  order,  and  that  side- 
walks be  laid,  etc. 

Petition  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks  in 
front  of  estates  of  N.  M.  Jewett,  20-24  Cazenove 
place. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates 
of  Charles  F.  Kittredge,  13  Ashniont  street;  H. 
W.  Brown,  57  Quincy  street;  Mary  FIynn,443  East 
Second  street;  F.  Scnayer,  90  Baxter  street;  Mar- 
garet Ann  Hussey,  206  West  Third  street;  Lewis 
W.  Tappan,  Jr.,  13  Linwood  square. 

John  Conness  et  al.,  that  Cedar  street,  Ward 
24,  be  put  in  order. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
lay  tracks  on  Newbury  street,  west  of  Clarendon 
street. 

American  Bell  Telephone  Company,  for  leave  to 
set  poles  on  Central  square,  Ward  24,  to  the  line 
ol  Milton. 

John  J.  Soren  et  ol.,  that  Dudley  street,  from 
Warren  to  Wasnington  street,  be  paved  with 
granite  blocks. 

Rev.  M.  F.  Higgins,  that  stone  flagging  be  laid 
on  Fourth  street,  from  the  conventual  ground 
to  the  main  entrance  to  the  Gate  of  Heaven 
Church. 

John  C.  Nichols  et  ol.,  that  Commercial  street, 
from  Charles:  Kiver  Hiblge  to  Hanover  street,  he 
repaved. 


HEARINGS  ON  SEWERS. 

Hf  ariugs  were  had  on  the  expediency  of  con- 
structing sewer;  as  follows: 

In  Putnam  street,  from  Trenton  to  White 
street. 

In  Custer   street,  from  South  to  Jamaica  street. 

In  Walnut   avenue,  from  Dale  to  Elmore  street. 

A.  H.  Beard  objected  to  the  sewer  in  Walnut 
avenue.  All  the  estates  except  two  or  three  are 
well  provided  with  large  cesspools,  from  which 
no  inconvenience  has  been  experienced.  He 
thought  neighborhoods  are  healthier  without 
sewers  than  with  them.  The  expense  will  be 
large,  with  no  corresponding  benefit. 

Alderman  Viles  gave  notice  that  all  parties 
would  be  notified  in  due  time  of  a  further  hear- 
ing before  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

No  one  else  objected,  and  the  several  matters 
were  severally  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

HEARINGS    ON  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Hearings  were  had  on  prouosed  locations  and 
use  of  steam  engines  and  boilers  by  Alfred  Chad- 
bourne,  Commercial  street,  Ward  24,  opposite 
Linden  street;  by  George  W.  Ashby,  at  14  Han- 
cock street,  Cnarlestown ;  by  Chase  &  Prichard, 
on  coi  ner  of  Beach  and  Federal  streets,  and  by 
Isaac  F.  Scriptuie,  at  291  Dorchester  street.  No 
objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines. 

METROPOLITAN     RAILROAD. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  petition  of  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  for  location  of  curved 
tracks  at  entrance  to  their  stable  on  Tremont 
street.  No  objections.  Recommitted  to  Commit- 
tee on  Paving. 

UNION  FBEIGHT   RAILROAD. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  petition  of  the  Union 
Freight  Railroad  Company  for  extension  of  its 
double  tracks  ou  Commercial  street,  and  the  re- 
location of  its  tracks  on  Causeway,  Prince  and 
Haverhill  streets.  No  objections.  Recommitted 
to  Committee  on  Paving. 

RAILROAD  TRACKS  IN  WALNUT  AVENUE. 

A  hearing  was  had,  on  petition  of  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  for  location  of  tracks 
on  Walnut  avenue,  between  Warren  and  School 
streets  and  on  School  street;  and 

On  petition  of  the  Highland  Street  Railway 
Company  tor  location  of  tracks  on  Walnut  ave- 
nue and  Crawford  street. 

The  two  petitions  were  considered  together. 

Henry  W.  Putnam  appeared  for  the  remon- 
strants. 

C.  A.  Richards,  president,  appeared  for  the  Met- 
ropolitan Railroad  Company,  and  explained  the 
petition,  which  is  the  second  the  company  has 
presented  on  the  suhject.  The  first  originated 
with  the  residents  desirous  of  more  horse-car  ac- 
commodations. It  was  their  idea,  and  also  that 
of  i  he  directors,  that  if  any  company  should  have 
the  right  it  is  his  company,  which  does  not  wait 
until  a  street  is  built  up,  but  provides  the  way 
and  helps  to  build  up  the  street.  As  soon  as 
tracks  are  laid  in  an  avenue,  houses  are  built  and 
land  sold,  and  while  the  people  get  the  benefit  of 
the  accommodation,  the  city  gets  the  additional 
property  for  taxation.  Another  corporation  had 
entered  the  field  for  this  location.  The  Board 
are  to  consider,  first,  the  expediency  of  laying  a 
track  there,  and,  second,  to  which  corporation 
the  location  shoula  be  given.  The  necessity  of 
the  location  must  be  apparent  to  the  Board, 
if  they  desire  to  give  residents  of  thai  sec- 
tion equal  accommodation  with  those  of 
the  others.  The  Highland  road  occupy 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  and  when  they  went  there  it 
was  sparsely  settled;  now  it  is  thickly  settled. 
The  two  companies  jointly  occupy  the  next  par- 
allel avenue  —  Warren  avenue— where  land  is 
higher  per  foot  than  In  any  otbt-r  similar  street, 
and  those  who  opposed  the  cars  going  there  have 
long  since  passed  away  to  either  a  better  world 
or  a  better  opinion.  Individuals  cannot  control 
the  public  desire  to  pass  through  a  public  high- 
way; and  after  the  tracks  are  laid  in  Walnut  ave- 
nue the  residents  would  not  have  them  removed. 
The  location  belongs  of  right  to  the  Metropolitan 
road.  He  would  wait  for  the  remonstrants  or  the 
case  of  the  Highland  road. 

Moody  Merrill,  president,  appeared  for  the 
Highland  Railwaj ,  and  said  that  on  the  Thursday 
previous  to  the  tiling  of  the  Metropolitan's  peti- 
tion the  directors  of  his  company  received  a  peti- 
tion of  A.  D.  Williams  and  seventy-five  others, 
asking    them    to     petition     for     this    location. 
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He  then  read  petitions  of  J.  P.  Cook 
and  others,  residents  on  Walnut  avenue, 
in  favor  of  the  location  by  the  Highland 
railway.  He  presumed  that  Mr.  Richards  had 
heard  of  this  petition  in  favor  of  the  Highland 
road  and  had  put  in  the  Metropolitan  petition  to 
get  ahead  of  the  Highland;  and  he  himself  would 
have  done  the  same  thing  if  tne  case  had  been 
reversed.  Persoualiy  he  had  opposed  the  laying 
of  tracks  on  Walnut  avenue,  but  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  residents  on  that  avenue  are 
entitled  to  have  car  accommodation.  The  crowd- 
ing of  the  streets  in  the  business  part  of  the  city 
is  to  be  considered  in  connection  with  this  loca- 
tion. Mr.  Richards  will  have  to  put  on  a  new 
line  and  increase  the  cars  down  town.  On  War- 
ren avenue  to  Edgewood  street  there  are  twelve 
cars  per  hour  more  than  are  needed,  and  one 
line  of  the  Highland  road  can  be  taken  off  there 
and  put  on  Walnut  avenue.  Their  Woodbine 
station  must  be  abandoned  sooner  or  later.  That 
Highland  line  could  be  run  up  Walnut  avenue, 
and  there  would  be  no  additional  cars  down 
town.  The  petiiion  for  the  location  is  one 
ot  the  finest  ever  presented  to  the  Board  for 
a  horse  railroad  location,  comprising  many  of 
the  most  respected  and  wealthy  residents,  tax- 
payers and  owners  of  real  estate,  who  want  the 
horse  lailroad  accommodation.  The  residents  at 
the  mouth  of  the  avenue,  he  had  no  doubt,  would 
appear  against  the  location.  He  Chen  called 
some  of  the  petitioners: 

Aaron  D.  Williams  favored  the  location  on 
Crawford  street  and  the  upper  part  of  the  ave- 
nue. Residents  at  the  lower  end  of  the  street, 
who  have  accommodation  on  Warren  avenue, 
naturally  oppose  a  track  in  the  avenue.  He  had 
found  people  who  would  rather  pay  one  hundred 
per  cent,  more  for  land  with  horse  cars  than 
without.  [Mr.  Putnam  exhibited  a  plan  of  the 
locality.]  Am  heavily  taxed  and  want  to  sell  my 
land;  my  neighbors  desire  the  accommodations. 
Nine-tenths  of  the  land  owners  desire  the  cars 
there.  It  is  a  long,  muddy  walk  up  Cobden  street 
to  the  cars. 

Josepn  Murdock,  a  resident  of  Walnut  avenue, 
near  Elmore  street,  said  he  takes  the  cars  a  the 
corner  of  the  avenue  and  Warren  street,  half  a 
mile,  and  he  and  his  family  favored  a  track  in 
the  avenue  and  had  for  years.  Think  it  would  in- 
crease the  value  of  property  there.  [To  Mr.  Put- 
nam]—If  there  were  proper  accommodations  on 
Washington  street,  he  would  not  desire  cars  on 
the  avenue.  The  oaths  are  not  in  good  condition 
for  walking.  He  is  five  to  ten  minutes'  walk  irom 
any  horse  cars.  He  felt  the  desire  mostly  on  ac- 
count of  his  family. 

Henry  B.  Williams,  who  has  some  interest  in 
the  locality,  said  be  had  always  desired  to  see  a 
track  up  there,  believing  it  would  benefit  the 
property. 

J.  Wilder  May  said  he  was  interested  in  prop- 
erty on  Townsend  street,  between  the  avenue  and 
Washington  street;  had  been  paying  taxes  on  it 
twenty  years,  and  would  be  elad  to  get  something 
back.  His  observation  has  been  that  wherever 
the  Highland  road  has  gone  the  property  appre- 
ciates. The  accommodations  are  not  poor  at 
present,  but  would  be  much  better  if  the  two 
roads  were  brought  into  closer  competition. 
They  never  will  get  the  accommodation  by  one 
road  that  they  will  by  two. 

Benjamin  P.  Bayley  said  he  resides  on  Walnut 
avenue,  about  ten  minutes'  walk  from  Warren 
street,  very  anxiously  desired  cars  on  the  avenue, 
believed  it  would  benefit  property  there,  and  had 
said  he  should  sell  out  unless  he  could  get  the  cars 
there.  The  side  streets  down  to  Washington 
street  are  steep  and  ungraded,  and  walking  is  dis- 
agreeable. 

Phineas  D.  Smith,  representing  the  Williams, 
Chadwick  and  Bride  estates,  said  parties  decline 
to  purchase  lands  because  of  the  distance  to  horse 
cars.  None  of  the  side  streets,  except  Westmin- 
ster, have  good  sidewalks.  It  is  impossible  to  sell 
the  land  until  they  get  horse  cars.  Builders  will 
not  attempt  to  build  there  until  the  horse  cars 
run  there.  If  either  railroad  is  located  there,  the 
land  will  be  appreciated;  but  he  thought  the  bene- 
fit from  the  Highland  would  be  greater,  because 
of  the  close  competition  it  would  create.  Each  road 
would  do  the  best  it  could  to  secure  the  travel. 
Vacanc  land  on  Warren  street  had  sold  for  $1  a 
foot,  and  the  highest  price  received  on  Walnut 
avenue  had  been  thirty-five  cents  a  toot.  [To  Mr. 
Putnam]— Do  not  think  three  hundred  yards  an 
unreasonable  distance  to  walk  to  the  cars. 

E.  B.  Reynolds  said  he  had  signed  the  petition 


in  order  to  get  competition  with  the  Metropoli- 
tan, whose  accommodation  was  not  so  good  as  it 
should  be.  Some  of  the  cars  tney  use  are  among 
the  first  put  on,  and  they  are  behind  the  age  in  ac- 
commodations in  that  locality. 

F.  B.  Dole  desired  a  track  through  Walnut  ave- 
nue and  Crawford  streets,  as  it  would  benefit  his 
property.  [To  Mr.  Putnam] — Am  one  of  the  syn- 
dicate who  have  purchased  the  Elien  Hill  prop- 
erty for  speculation.  [Co  Mr.  Merrill]— Think  it 
would  increase  the  value  of  the  property  filty  per 
cent. 

James  Haughton  said  he  got  up  and  presented 
the  petition  to  the  Highland  road  for  the  Walnut- 
avenue  location.  Only  one  peison  approached 
refused  to  sign  it,  and  he  was  sent 
to  the  lunatic  hospital  a  few  days  aiterward. 
Every  signature  is  a  oona-fide  landowner;  they 
did  not  seek  the  tenants,  who  could  live  where 
thev  please.  He  believed  that  forty-three  land- 
owners favor  the  location  and  ten  or  eleven 
oppose  it.  In  taxation,  the  petitioners  represent 
nearly  $2,000,000,  payiDg  a  tax  of  nearly  §30,000, 
including  the  Crawford-street  signers.  Those 
who  object  represent  small  estates,  of  less  than 
$200,000,  not  including  the  last  purchase  of  the 
Chadwick  estate.  It  is  about  ninety  per  cent,  in 
favor  to  ten  per  cent,  the  other.  The  frontage  in 
favor  of  the  petition  is  98y2  per  cent,  to  iy2  per 
cent,  opposed.  The  desire  of  the  people  for  rail- 
roads is  almost  universal.  The  banking  institu- 
tions owning  land  there  desired  to  get  a  dividend 
from  it.  From  1875  to  1880  Ward  21  gained  thirty 
per  cent ,  while  the  whole  city  only  gained  six 
per  cent.  The  corresponding  ward  east 
gained  twenty-four  per  cent.,  and  the 
one  west  eighteen  per  cent.  It  is  obviously 
a  pressing  necessity.  There  was  n't  a  house  built 
on  Warren  avenue  for  eight  years,  aud  over  four 
hundred  were  buile  on  Blue  Hill  avenue  in  the 
same  time.  Any  one  of  three  estates  on  the  peti- 
tion pays  more  taxes  than  all  the  remonstrants 
put  together.  The  laying  of  tracks  on  Walnut 
avenue  will  cause  three  hundred  houses  to  be 
built  in  a  short  time,  and  and  $2,000,000  to  the 
taxable  property  of  the  city.  [To  Mr.  Putnam] 
—I  and  my  partner  own  over  3,000,000  feet  of  laud 
on  the  east  side  of  the  avenue,  partly  on  Glen 
road,  beyond  School  .street.  Did  not  take  any 
account  of  the  houses  between  Dale  street  and 
Warren  street,  because  they  are  close  to  three 
hundred  cars  a  day. 

Mr.  Merrill  here  rested  his  case. 

Mr.  Putnam  appeared  for  a  number  of  remon- 
strants, and  presented  the  following: 

Mary  A.  Haley  ana  81  others,  against  any  tracks 
on  Walnut  avenue. 

H.  P.  Kidder,  A.  H.  Rice  and  13  others,  against 
any  tracks  in  Walnut  avenue,  and  in  favcr  of  its 
being  left  for  a  driveway. 

Walnut-avenue  Congregational  Society  against 
tracks  and  cars  in  Walnut  aveuue. 

B.  E.  Cole  and  fifty-eight  others,  James  P.  Phin- 
ney  and  thirty-one  others,  C.  H.  Hayden  and 
thirty-one  others,  and  F.  C.  Whitney  and  forty- 
one  others,  severally  owning  teams,  and  oppos- 
ing any  tracks  in  the  avenue,  desiring  it  left  for 
lignt  driving. 

Mr.  Putnam  said  the  question  was  not  a  new 
one.  Long  ago  the  Metropolitan  were  granted  a 
location,  but  did  not  build  immediately,  and 
when  they  were  about  to  build,  remonstrances 
were  made  and  the  location  was  revoked.  A  year 
and  a  half  ago  the  Metropolitan  applied  for  an- 
other location,  and  were  given  leave  to  withdraw 
without  a  hearing.  The  Legislature  contem- 
plated that  a  public  necessity  for  horse-car  ac- 
commodation should  exist  at  the  time  a  location 
is  granted.  Has  such  a  demand  been  shown?  it  was 
not  contemplated  to  raise  the  value  of  land,  but  to 
accommodate  persons  living  on  the  streets.  No 
compensation  to  the  abutters  is  allowed,  and  this 
burden  should  not  be  put  upon  them  unless  there 
is  a  great  public  demand  for  it.  Walnut  avenue 
is  the  only  one  of  the  beautiful  drives  left  for 
driving,  and  unencumbered  by  horse-car  tracks. 
It  does  not  lead  to  a  centre  of  population,  but 
goes  more  and  more  into  the  country,  where  there 
is  no  one  living  to  demand  horse  cars.  From  Cir- 
cuit street  to  School  street  are  forty-eight  houses 
on  the  avenue,  of  which  the  occupants  of  only 
three  are  on  the  petition  in  favor,  aud  three- 
fourths  of  the  rest  oppose  the  railroad  unless 
public  necessity  requires  it.  Taking  those  who 
would  use  the  cars,  the  preponderance  of  senti- 
ment is  overwhelmingly  against  the  location. 
One-half  the  whole  frontage  of  the  avenue  posi- 
tively   remonstrate,    acd    not    all    the    others 
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petition  in  favor.  The  petitioners  have  eighty- 
one  names,  of  whom  thirty-nine  are  residents 
on  the  side  streets  and  not  on  the  ave- 
nue, and  who  are  supplied  with  horse  -  ear 
accommodations  If  properly  given  on  Washing- 
ton street,  where  the  limit  has  not  yet  been 
reached.  There  are  tracks  enough  in  this  imme- 
diate vicinity  to  accommodate  all  the  travel 
there.  Walnut  avenue  is  narrow  and  winding, 
and  not  adapted  for  tracks  on  account  of  the 
grades  being  steep.  Mr.  Putnam  then  called  wit- 
nesses. 

Arthur  W.  Tufts  said  he  had  lived  on  Walnut 
avenue  for  twelve  or  fourteen  years;  had  bought 
his  place  tor  a  quiet  re.-idence,  and  he  opposed 
the  noise,  bustle  and  dust  the  horse  c^rs  would 
bring.  The  locatio  i  would  involve  widening  of 
the  street  and  cutting  down  of  trees,  and  destroy- 
ing the  beauty  of  the  avenue.  Believe  it  is  an 
injury  to  an  estate  for  cars  to  run  directly  in 
front  of  it,  especially  in  the  suburbs,  when  se- 
lected lor  quiet  and  peace.  [To  Mr.  Merrill- 
Houses  on  Walnut  avenue  are  diffeient  from 
those  on  Columbus  avenue,  where  people  shut 
them  up  and  go  away  in  summer;  stay  in  my 
house  all  summer.  [To  Mr.  Putnam  J— Am  presi- 
dent of  the  Roxbury  Savings  Bank.  Think  the 
petition  for  the  location  was  circulated  and 
signed  before  the  remonstrance  was  started. 

H.  E.  Cole  said  he  headed  one  of  the  remon- 
strances of  people  who  drive  on  Walnut  avenue. 
He  had  talked  with  many  parties  who  thought  it 
a  pleasant  driving  avenue,  and  they  decidedly 
object  to  the  introduction  or  cars  there.  It  is 
much  used  by  parties  who  visit  Forest  Hills,  who 
have  no  other  avenue  clear  of  tracks.  Many  of 
the  side  streets  are  graded  and  the  grades  are 
not  steep.  The  164  names  of  owners  of  teams 
represent  some  fourteen  or  fifteen  millions  of 
property.  Od1jt  one  owner  of  a  team  declined  to 
sign,  and  he  owns  stock  in  a  railroad.  In  three 
days  he  could  get  a  thousand  names  against 
tracks  in  Walnut  avenue.  The  remonstrants  rep- 
resented should  not  be  taken  as  the  volume  of 
the  opposition.  His  wife  had  importuned  him 
for  years  to  move  off  a  street  where  there  are 
cars.  He  knew  many  people  who  had  moved  out 
of  the  city  because  they  had  to  drive  over  tracks. 

George  E.  Foster  said  heifftamore  thickly 
settled  section  to  go  to  Walnut  avenue,  which  was 
quiet  and  free  of  horse  cars,  and  sufficiently  near 
the  horse  railroads.  He  heard  the  Highland  peti- 
tion was  in  circulation,  and  some  of  his  neighbors 
asked  him  to  get  up  a  remonstrance.  Those  who 
signed  did  so  willingly  and  without  solicitation, 
and  many  were  willing  to  assist  in  getting  other 
remonstrances.  Some  who  did  not  sign  the  re- 
monstrance had  declined  to  sign  the  pttition,  but 
had  promised  not  to  sign  the  remonstrauce.  Sume 
opposed  any  location  there,  but  signed  the  High- 
land petition  rather  than  have  the  location  given 
to  the  Metropolitan.  [To  Mr.  Merrill]— Don't 
know  which  company  the  people  prefer,  though 
some  expressed  a  preference  for  the  Highland. 

Rev.  A.  H.  Plumb,  pastor  of  the  Walnut-avenue 
Congregational  Society,  said  he  was  there  at  his 
own  instance,  and  not  to  give  any  expres- 
sion tor  the  society.  All  the  "  interests 
of  property  represented  here,  and  those 
who  drive  through  the  avenue  and  others, 
can  be  better  facilitated  than  by  the  proposed 
plan,  and  turning  from  Washington  street  into 
Elmore  street,  which  is  an  easy  grade.  If  the 
Board  would  compel  the  Metropolitan  or  High- 
land to  run  up  through  Elmore  street  to  Walnut 
avenue,  and  then  up  through  the  wider  part  of 
the  aveuue,  all  the  conflicting  interests*  in  the 
case  could  be  harmonized,  except  the  railroad  in- 
terests. The  Board  are  to  consider  the  public  in- 
terests aud  guard  them.  If  a  car  track  is  located, 
the  lower  part  of  the  avenue  will  have  to  be 
widened,  and  the  sidewalk  out  right  within  ten 
feet  of  the  pulpit  of  his  church.  The  church  en- 
terprise in  contemplation  will  be  about  ruined  if 
the  horse  cars  are  located  on  the  lower  cut  of  the 
avenue. 

James  D,  Driscll  said  he  signed  the  petition 
for  the  road,  thinking  a  majority  of  the  residents 
wanted  it,  bur  had  since  learned  it  was  a  project 
to  benefit  a  lot  of  laud  speculators.  He  opposed 
any  track  there. 

•"harles  A.  Dean  said  he  owned  and  is  building 
houses  on  Walnut  street,  and  lives  on  the  avenue. 
It  is  only  three  minutes'  walk  to  Washington 
street,  aud  he  did  n't  want  the  cars  nearer  bis 
houses.  In  renting  a  bouse,  no  one  has  asked  for 
cars   nearer   than  they    are  now.    He  had  built 


over  an  acre  in  the  vicinity,  and  did  n't  believe 
the  horse  o-irs  would  benefit  the  property, 

Benjamin  Callender,  a  tenant  on  the  avenue, 
said  he  opposed  the  location,  believing  it  would 
injure  property.  This  is  one  of  the  two  avenues 
left  for  pleasure  driving.  Walnut  avenue  has  as 
good  accommodations  as  three-quarters  of  the 
localities  using  horse  railroads,  and  public  neces- 
sity, it  seems  to  him,  does  not  require  more.  He 
finds  no  difficulty  in  getting  down  either  to  War- 
ren or  Washington  street.  If  a  few  High- 
land cars  are  allowed  to  run  over  the 
Metropolitan  track  on  Washington  street, 
all  that  locality  would  get  all  the  ac- 
commodation it  requires.  It  would  be  very 
convenient  to  take  a  car  at  his  house  and  have  it 
take  bim  to  hi-,  store  on  AViuthrop  square,  but 
that  is  not  required  by  puhlic  necessity.  As  a 
matter  of  profit  he  did  n't  believe  either  company 
wanted  the  location;  but  each  desired  the  loca- 
tion to  keep  the  other  from  getting  it. 

In  closing  the  case  Mr.  Putnam  said  he  thought 
it  had  been  shown  that  there  is  plenty  of  accom- 
modation in  that  locality;  but  it  there  is  not,  let 
the  Highland  be  allowed  to  run  over  the  Metro- 
politan tracks  on  Washington  street. 

Mr  Richards,  in  closing,  said  he  trusted  the 
remonstrance,  so  fairly  put  in,  would  have  due 
weight  There  \s  notbimr  new  in  It.  He  desi'ed 
Mr.  Merrill  to  repeat  his  previous  statement  as  to 
what  cars  he  intended  to  run  on  Walnut  avenue 
if  he  obtained  the  location. 

Mr.  Merrill  put  in  a  letter  from  Judge  Whee- 
lock  showing  that  nearly  all  the  residents  on  the 
side  streets  want  the  cars  there.  The  Board 
are  to  consider  whether  the  people  on 
the  avenue,  with  their  fine  residences,  shall  come 
in,  like  dogs  in  the  manger,  and  prevent  the  peo- 
ple on  the  side  streets  Irom  getting  what  they 
need.  The  happiest  sec  of  men  in  Boston  are 
those  who  live  in  a  street  on  which  a  railroad 
track  has  been  laid  last.  Such  is  the  case  in 
Canal  street  today;  so  in  Columbus  avenue  and 
everywhere  else.  However  fearfully  they  fought 
it,  they  are  always  glad  after  it  is  laid.  The  only 
opposition  to  the  track  is  from  sentiment.  The 
Board  have  no  right  to  refuse  to  grant  a  petition 
which  will  benefit  a  large  number  of  people,  un- 
less it  is  shown  that  others  are  to  be  more  injured. 
There  are  lots  of  churches  which  the  cars  pass 
close  to,  and  the  pastors  would  not  have  the  cars 
taken  away  for  anything.  Two  deacons  in  Mr. 
Plumb's  church  strongly  believe,  the  cars  should 
go  up  there,  knowing  it  would  be  a  benefit,  and 
that  a  new  building  would  soon  be  required. 
After  the  track  has  been  laid  three  months  Mr. 
Plumb  and  nobody  else  will  be  sorry  for  it.  The 
only  way  any  one  can  be  injured  will  be  in  having 
his  property  enhanced.  If  desired,  he  said  he 
would  put  in  writing  what  he  previously  said 
about  running  cars  on  the  avenue. 

The  whole  subject  was  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving. 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 

The  annual  report  of  rhe  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
(City  Doc.  79;  was  received  and  sent  down. 

Office  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor,! 
Charitv  Building,  corner  of  Haw-  | 
kins  and  cliakdon  streets, 

Boston,  May  23,  1881.      , 

To  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council  of 
Boston— The  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  in  presenting 
to  the  City  Oovernraent  their  seventeenth  annual 
report,  have  reason  for  congratulation  that  the 
interests  committed  to  their  charge  are  in  so  good 
a  condition. 

Having  the  care  of  the  less  prosperous  classes 
of  the  community,  they  are  encouraged  bv  the 
fact  that  this  portion  of  the  permanent  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city  is  not  increasing  in  numbers, 
and  that  the  means  furnished  by  the  municipal 
treasury,  and  the  income  which  has  been  received 
from  our  vested  funds,  have  Iteen  more  than  ade- 
quate to  meet  the  requirements  of  this  depart- 
ment of  the  public  service. 

In  fact,  between  S13'000  and  $14,000  of  the 
amount  appropriated  for  our  use  remained 
in  tne  city  treasury  at  the  close  of  the  financial 
year,  and  some  additions  have  also  been  made  to 
the  capital  of  our  trust  funds,  as  the  income 
from  this  source  was  not  all  expended  to  meet  the 
claims  of  that  class  of  beneficiaries  for  whom  the 
funds  were  especially  intended.  This  favora- 
ble change  within  a  year  or  two  i«  owing,  in  part, 
to  the  business  activity  of  the  times,  affording 
employment  to  those  who  rely  for  daily  bread 
upon  daily  work,  to  the  Hbor  test  which  has  been 


372 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEM, 


introduced  as  a  condition  for  assistance  to  a  cer- 
tain class  of  applicants,  and  to  the  wise  care  and 
discrimination  which  have  been  used  by  our  sec- 
retary and  other  officials  in  affording:  relief. 

The  sick,  the  aged,  the  infirm,  and  little  chil- 
dren, have  claims  upon  our  sympathy  and  ma- 
terial aid,  and  although  in  a  multitude  of  cases 
their  condition  awakens  a  sad  feeling,  yet  it  has 
been  a  pleasure  to  have  the  means  to  administer 
to  their  necessities;  and  humanity  as  well  as  pub- 
lic policy  justifies  expenditure  in  their  behalf. 
The  peculiar  and  somewhat  anomalous  system  of 
the  city  of  Boston  in  the  support  of  its  poor, 
committing  to  one  Board  the  relief  of  the  out- 
door poor,  and  to  another  those  who  have  fallen 
so  low  in  worldly  estate  as  to  become  inmates  of 
the  almshouse,  does  not  afford  the  opportunity  to 
a  single  hody  of  speaking  with  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  exact  condition  and  tendencies  of 
this  class  of  our  population;  but,  as  the  func- 
tions of  this  Board  are  clear  and  well  defined,  it 
is  enabled  to  present  in  a  tangible  form  the  sta- 
tistics of  their  special  service. 

The  total  number  of  families  relieved  during 
the  year  was  4653.  The  aid  furnished  was  in  fuel, 
groceries,  medicine  and  medical  attendance,  and 
money.  This  number  is  divided  into  three  classes : 
First,  cases  having  a  settlement  in  Boston  aided 
at  the  expense  of  the  city;  second,  families  hav- 
ing a  settlement  in  other  cities  and  towns  in  the 
State,  the  amount  of  aid  rpndered  being  reim- 
bursed to  us  by  the  places  of  settlement;  third, 
those  persons  having  no  settlement,  called  State 
poor,— a  part  if  the  aid  rendered  this  class  being 
refunded  by  the  Commonwealth.  Recent  legisla- 
tion, and  a  late  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
have  enlarged  to  a  considerable  extent  the  first 
class.  A.  change  has  been  made  in  the  settlement 
law,  throwing  a  greater  number  upon  cities  and 
towns  for  local  support. 

The  number  ot  the  poor  has  not  been  increased, 
but  the  expense  of  their  maintenance  has  been 
more  directly  chargeable  to  the  place  where  they 
have  been  for  a  limited  time  inhabitants.  Thus 
it  appears  that,  although  we  are  spending  much 
less  money  than  we  did  a  few  years  since,  a  great- 
er number  of  persons  have  legal  claims  upon  us. 
The  tact  that,  wirh  this  increase  ot  the  number 
acquiring  settlements,  no  larger  expenditure  is 
required  for  their  relief  is  a  good  omen  of  the 
times,  and  is  a  matter  of  much  satisfaction. 

Acts  passed  by  the  last  Legislature,  and  sundry 
decisions  of  the  courts,  of  interest  to  Overseers  ot 
the  Poor,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

Our  own  visitors  investigate  all  the  applica- 
tions, and  prepare  the  papers  giving  an  account 
of  the  antecedents  and  history  of  the  family,  and 
afford  relief  at  once  when  necessary.  When  the 
case  is  found  to  belong  to  another  municipality, 
or  to  the  State,  due  legal  notice  is  given  the  prop- 
er officials,  correspondence  ensues  or  confer- 
ences are  held,  and  agreement  is  reached  as  to 
where  and  how  the  case  shall  be  aided;  if  left 
in  our  nands,  bills  for  aid  rendered  are  sent 
semi-annually,  or  otherwise,  as  may  be  deemed 
expedient. 

12,773  visits  have  been  made  by  officers  of  the 
board,  exclusive  of  medical  attendance  by  its 
physicians. 

485  families  have  been  aided  by  us  on  account 
of  150  other  cities  and  towns.  In  64  cities  and 
towns  outside  ol  Boston  256  families  have  been 
aided  by  us  through  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of 
those  places. 

Of  277  families  aided,  the  man  having  no  set- 
tlement, wife  and  children  being  settled  in  Bos- 
ton, the  man's  share  of  aid  rendered  has  been 
charged  to  the  State,  the  balance  being  a  charge 
to  the  city.  The  number  of  new  registration 
papers  filed  during  the  year  was  939,  making  the 
whole  number  on  our  books  and  files  since  the  re- 
organization of  the  board  in  1864,  20,801.  The 
value  of  these  papers  to  those  engaged  in  char- 
itable work  cannot  be  over-estimated.  At  a  mo- 
ment's notice,  at  this  office,  the  fact  is  ascer- 
tained whether  an  applicant  has  ever  received 
any  assistance  from  the  city,thetime  and  amount 
of  aid  rendered  are  indorsea  upon  the  papers, 
with  other  important  information  as  to  tr>e  his- 
tory of  the  individual  or  the  family,  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  case. 
The  amount   appropriated   by  the   City 

Council  for  the  use  ot  this  department 

for  the  year  ending  April  30, 1881  was,  #117,900.00 
The  amount  of  our  drafts  on  the  city  treas- 
ury was 104,211.95 

Balance  to  our  credit,  April  30,  1881....    813.688.05 


There  was  disbursed  from  the  city  apnro- 
priattOD 8102,765.10 

There  was  disbursed  from  the  income  of 
trust  funds 20,75999 

8123,525.09 

We  have  received  from  other  cities  and  towns, 
and  from  the  Commonwealth,  tor  expenditures 
made  on  their  account,  and  from  the  occupants 
of  the  Charity  Building,  who  pay  for  heating,  and 
from  other  sources,  the  sum  of  $18,481.12,  which 
has  been  paid  into  the  city  treasury. 

If  this  is  deducted  from  the  amount  of  the  city 
appropriation  expended,  it  leaves  a  net  charge  to 
the  city  on  account  of  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
of  $84,283.98. 

For  upwards  of  a  century  the  Board  of  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  have  been  the  trustees  of  cer- 
tain funds  for  the  beuefit  of  "those  who  have  seen 
better  days,  or  who  have  done  the  State  some  ser- 
vice," who  having  been  during  their  lives  in  good 
social  condition,  have  been  unfortunate  in  their 
old  age,  but  nave  not  become  so  abjectly  poor  as 
to  render  them  subjects  of  relief  as  city  charges. 
These  funds  have  increased  from  time  to  time  by 
judicious  investments,  by  the  accumulation  of  in- 
terest, and  by  donations  and  legacies  from 
wealthy  Boston  men  and  women,  who,  having  a 
pride  in  their  place  of  birth  or  residence,  have 
also  been  desirous  of  acknowledging  the  gifts 
which  Providence  has  vouchsafed  to  them,  by 
devoting  a  portion  of  their  means  to  the  aid  and 
comfort  of  their  less  favored  brethren.  The  list 
of  pensioners  or  beneficiaries  now  numbers  278. 
The  number  is  not  so  large  as  formerly,  over  sixty 
having  been  taken  trom  the  roll  within  the  last 
two  years— some  by  death,  but  more  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  recent  change  of  the  settlemeut  laws. 
Those  who  reside  out  of  the  city  acquire  claims 
for  support  upon  the  municipality  where  they  are 
inhabitants,  and  are  thus  cut  off  from  the  benefit 
to  which  they  would  have  been  entitled  if  they 
had  remained  in  Boston.  It  seemed  a  misfortune, 
in  many  cases,  that  they  should  be  deprived  of 
this  annual  stipeud;  but  it  should  be  understood 
that  these  funds  were  given  by  citizens  of  Boston 
for  Boston  people,  and  when  the  recipieut  MI  his 
own  accord  changes  his  domicile  or  home,  he  nec- 
essarily loses  some  of  the  advantages  of  his  for- 
mer or  earlv  residence. 

The  number  ot  boys  being  educated  at  the  Farm 
School,  under  the  provisions  of  theBoylston  Edu- 
cation Fund,  is  18;  and  21  persons  have  received 
temporary  relief  from  the  income  of  the  Bullnian 
estate  in  Cambridge  street.  These  are  iu  addi- 
tion to  the  beneficiaries  already  stated. 

Allusion  has  already  been  made  to  the  more 
liberal  allowance  afforded  by  the  State  for  its  out- 
door poor.  Formerly  we  were  permitted  to  re- 
ceive reimbursement  for  only  the  sick  of  this 
class  who  could  not  be  removed  to  the  State 
almshouse.  We  are  now  enabled  to  assist  other 
noor  for  a  single  month.  We  would  make  the 
suggestion  that  this  time  be  extended,  perhaps 
to  include  the  winter  months.  If  any  of  these 
families  still  remain  in  want  after  the  month's 
assistance,  they  are  thrown  for  support  upon  our 
private  benevolent  societies.  When  we  consider 
how  much  good  is  done  by  these  organizations,  it 
would  seem  right  that  the  State  should  assume 
a  larger  share  of  the  burden. 

We  believe  that  the  change  in  the  policy  of  the 
Commonwealth  in  regard  to  its  out-door  poor  has 
oeen  wise.  If  the  family  is  orderly  and  virtuous, 
and  is  suffering  only  temporary  distress,  it  is  bet- 
ter that  it  should  be  kept  together  until  the 
bread-earner  can  recover  himself,  instead  of  its 
inmaces  being  separated  and  sent  to  the  alms- 
house, the  parents  discouraged  and  spiritless,  and 
children  demoralized  by  being  brought  up  under 
circumstances  and  surroundings  which  might 
permanently  pauperize  them. 

The  most  importaut  change  during  the  year  has 
been  in  the  conduct  and  control  of  the  Temporary 
Home ,  When  the  system  of  labor  tor  men  was 
introduced  in  the  yard  adjoining  the  building,  it 
was  thought  expedient  to  appoint  a  male  super- 
intendent. This  iaterest  became  so  large  and  im- 
portant that  it  became  incorporated  with  the 
new  branch  of  the  Wavfarer's  Lodge;  and,  as 
men  are  no  longer  provided  with  meals  or  lodg- 
ings in  the  home,  the  board  has  reorganized  it  on 
the  former  plan,  with  a  matron  in  charge.  This 
building  now  corresponds  to  what  its  name  signi- 
fies—a  quiet  home  where  unfortunate  women  and 
children  in  temporary  distress  are  afforded  shel- 
ter for  a  few  days  until  more  permanent  quarters 
can  be  provided  for  them. 

The  Wayfarer's  Lodge   is   meeting  with  that 
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success  which  justifies  its  establishment.  The 
police  are  relieved  of  those  who  do  not  belong  to 
the  criminal  class,  but  who  requite  care  and  some 
public  supervision,  or  tuey  would  be  led  into 
mischief.  The  public  streeis  are  relieved  at  night 
from  a  vagrant  population,  and  better  order  is 

E reserved,  as  they  remain  within  its  walls.  There 
as  been,  during  the  last  year,  a  large  increase  in 
the  number  accommodated.  Thi«  is  explained, 
however,  by  the  activity  of  business,  which  has 
attracted  laborers  seeking  employment  to  the 
City,  by  tne  increase  of  immigrants  landed  at  this 
port,  and  by  the  new  tramp  law,  which  has  driven 
this  class  from  the  rural  districts,  where  they  are 
more  liable  to  be  arrested  as  idle  persons. 

The  number  of  lodgers  has  been  23,983. 

Single  meals  furnished,  39,308. 

When  it  is  considered  that  this  number,  to- 
gether with  those  who  received  more  material 
assistance,  are  obliged  to  make  compensation  by 
work  for  the  aid  they  have  received,  it  is  evident 
that  the  money  expended  is  not  entirely  lost. 
During  the  past  year  a  larae  and  commodious 
woodshed,  covering  the  entire  yard,  and  other 
improvements,  have  been  made  from  the  profits 
derived  from  the  sale  of  wood  sawed  ana  split 
upon  the  premises.  Within  a  few  years,  if  a  like 
success  in  the  future  corresponds  with  the  pres- 
ent experiment,  we  may  oe  able  to  receive  a  rev- 
enue which  will  materially  reduce  the  cost  of 
maintaining  the  establishment. 

Of  434  men,  seeking  relief  at  this  office,  who 
were  sent  to  the  woodyard  to  work,  43  left  with- 
out working,  and  391  worked  1643  days. 

The  buildings  under  our  care  are  generally  in  a 
good  condition.  The  outside  of  the  Charity 
Building  is  now  being  repainted,  tbe  first  time 
since  its  erection,  ibis  edifice  has  now  become 
the  headquarters  of  the  charity  work,  public  and 
private,  ot  the  city.  The  several  organizations 
move  harmoniously  with  each  other  aud  tbe  over- 
seers, in  the  common  cause  of  ameliorating  the 
evils  to  which  the  human  family  is  subjected. 

The  details  of  our  receipts  and  expenditures, 
together  with  a  statement  of  the  trust  funds,  will 
be  found  in  the  treasurer's  report  herewith  sub- 
mitted. 

We  ought  not  to  close  our  report  without  ex- 
pressing our  regret  at  the  voluntary  withdrawal 
of  Mr.  Alanson  Higelow  from  the  board.  For  six 
years  he  his  been  a  valuable  associate  and  coun- 
sellor, prompt  in  business,  industrious  in  com- 
mittee work,  interested  in  affairs,  and  affable  in 
manners.  The  city,  as  well  as  this  department, 
has  lost  a  faithful  public  servant.  In  the  quiet 
discharge  of  humble  but  important  duties,  in 
which  those  ambitious  lor  the  world's  applause 
seldom  engage,  the  good  citizen  receives  his  high- 
est reward.  Mr.  Bigelow  belongs  to  this  class, 
and  his  late  associates  in  parting  with  him  would 
express  their  appreciation  of  his  character  and 
merits.  Respectfully  submitted. 

In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
Thomas  F.  Temple,  Chairman. 

AUDITOR'S  EXHIBIT. 

The  Auditor's  exhibit  for  June  1  (City  Doc.  82) 
was  received,  and  sent  down. 

Total  appropriations,  $12,755,390.81 ;  expenditures, 
81,407,317.97;  balance  unexpended,  811,348,072.84. 

VACANCY     IS     COMMISSIONERS     OF     CEDAR     GROVE 

CEMETERY. 

The  following  was  received : 

65  Sears  Bcildixu,        1 
Boston,  June  6.  1881.  j    . 

To  Ilia  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  Honorable 
Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Boston :  Dear 
Sirs— Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  chapter  08 
of  tbe  acts  of  the  year  1868,  you  are 
hereby  notified  that  by  reason  of  the  death  of 
.Nathan  Carruth,  Ei-q.,  a  member  of  tbe  Board 
ot  Commissioners  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery,  a 
vacancy  exists  in  said  board,  and  that  the  re- 
maining members  thereof  have  appointed  Mon- 
day, tbe  twentieth  day  of  June,  current,  and  the 
chamber  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  in  the  city  of 
Boston,  as  the  time  aud  place  for  the  meeting  of 
the  two  boards  above  named,  tor  the  purpose  of 
filling  said  vacancy,  until  the  end  of  the  current 
official  year. 

Respectfully, 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery, 
By  A.  C.  Clark,  Clerk. 

The  Board  concurred  in  the  request  for  a  con- 
7ention  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

I'ETITIOKS  FOR  STEAM   ENGINES. 

Petitions  for  leave,  to  locate  and  use  steam  en- 
gines were  received  as  follows: 


Joseph  Binns,  to  locate  and  use  a  furnace  for 
melting  in  building  rear  ot  83  O  street,  Ward  14. 

Robert  Duffy,  five  horse-power  on  Pyncbon 
street,  corner  of  New  Heath  street. 

Orders  were  passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  on 
June  27th  inst. 

PERMITS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Whttten  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  in  favor  of  grant- 
ing permits  to  locate  and  use  steam  engines,  as 
follows: 

Shawmut  Lithograph  Compary,  597  Albany 
street. 

New  England  Newspaper  Union,  222  Franklin 
street. 

Ogden  Codman,  7  Exchange  place. 

Elijah  Stanton,  corner  Centre  and  Lagrange 
streets. 

Severally  accepted. 

PROPOSED  IMPROVEMENT  OF  HEATH  STREET. 

Alderman  Curtis  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  be  directed  to  re- 
port to  the  City  Council,  on  or  befote  June  20, 
1881,  the  cost  of  re-locating  Heath  street,  accord- 
ing to  a  plan  made  by  Thomas  W.  Davis,  City  Sur- 
veyor, dated  Oct.  23,  1873.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Curtis— In  relation  to  this  order  I 
am  going  to  say  but  a  few  words  at  present. 
Since  1873,  the  people  in  this  street  have  been 
working  to  get  it  put  in  order  and  made  passable. 
It  is  very  frequently  rravelled  by  people  going  to 
the  depot,  and  especially  on  Sundays  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  travel  across  that  way.  The  resi- 
dents feel  that  something  ought  to  be  done,  be- 
cause the  street  is  worn  out.  I  put  this  in  to 
get  the  cost,  because  we  cannot  get  any  satisfac- 
tion from  tbe  higher  authorities.  There  is  no  ex- 
Dense  connected  with  the  order  now. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Curtis  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Paving  be  requested  to  report  to 
this  Board  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  grading, 
macadamizing  and  putting  Heath  street  in  order, 
and  setting  edgestones  on  said  street.    Passed. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  have  one  word  to  say  in  re- 
lation to  this:  They  are  cleaning  off  Pynchon 
street,  and  it  would  seem  to  be  a  great  pity  that 
the  stuff  cannot  go  ou  to  Heath  street  Without 
any  cost  to  the  city  whatever. 

The  order  was  passed. 
REMOVAL    OF    SNOW    AND     ICE    FROM    YARDS     OF 
PUBLIC    1JUILDINGS, 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  tbe  following  : 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Health,  to 
.whom  was  referred  the  order  for  snow  and  ice  to 
be  removed  from  sidewalks  of  public  buildings 
and  yards  of  schoolhouses,  have  attended  to  the 
duty  assigned  them,  and  report  that  tbe  work  of 
removing  snow  ana  ice  from  scboolhouse  yards 
and  walks  for  many  years  was  performed  by  em- 
ployes of  the  Health  Department.  Now  all  the 
men  that  can  be  detailed  from  the  force  have 
been  demanded  upon  the  crossings  on  our  streets. 
The  Department  of  Public  Buildings  was 
notified  that  this  department  could  no  longer 
spare  the  men  to  do  this  work,  and  a  satisfactory 
arrangement  with  the  janitors  of  schoolhouses 
was  supposed  to  have  been  made.  There  are  at 
the  present  time  168  schoolhouses,  embracing 
about  eight  acres  ot  snow  to  be  removed  by  hand 
labor;  the  expense  of  removing  the  same' would 
be  about  $6000.  Your  committee  consider  that 
this  subject  belongs  to  the  School  Committee, 
and  to  them  alone. 

For  the  Committee, 

Joseph  Caldwell,  Chairman. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

PAY'   OF   A  DECEASED  EMPLOYE. 

Alderman  Caldwell  offered  an  order— That  the 
City  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  t© 
pay  Mrs.  Ellen  Sweeney,  widow  of  the  late  Dan- 
iel Sweeney,  an  employe  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment, $30.33  for  services  rendered.  Passed.  Sent 
down. 

ELEVATION  OF    RAILROAD   TRACKS     IN    CHARLES- 
TOWN. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following 
(City  Doc  84): 

The  special  committee  of  this  Board  appointed 
to  confer  with  the  Railroad  Commissioners  rela- 
tive to  the  location  of  the  Fltcuburg  Railroad 
tracks  in  CharlestowD,  having  attended  to  that 
duty,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

The  tracks  specially  referred  to  are  those  which 
Cross  Charles-River  and  Warren  avenues,  and 
wh'.ch  will  be   used  to  transact   the  business  of 
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the  Hoosac  Tunnel  Dock  and  Elevator  Company, 
upon  the  completion  of  that  company's  works. 

The  Hoosac  Tunnel  Dock  &  Elevator  Company 
■was  incorporated  by  chapter  277  of  the  acts  of 
1879,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  suitable  termi- 
nal facilities  for  the  reception  and  delivery  of 
freight  to  be  received  or  sent  through  the  Hoosac 
Tunnel,  and  also  to  transact  all  such  business  as 
is  usually  performed  by  corporations  engaged  in 
receiving,  storing  or  forwarding  freight  at  the 
seaboard.  The  company  is  authorized  to  lay 
tracks  upon  any  of  its  wharves  and  grounds,  and 
connect  the  same  with  the  tracks  of  any  railroad 
corporation  which  shall  have  or  lay  tracks  in  any 
street  adjoining  the  land  of  the  company.  It 
may  also  lay  tracks  in  such  streets  in  Charles- 
town  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  permit.  By 
the  terms  of  the  act,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is 
given  the  absolute  power  to  regulate  the  use  of 
such  tracks,  may  grant  and  revoke  permission, 
and  prescribe  any  conditions  which  such  Board 
may  deem  advisable. 

The  company  have  commenced  the  erection  of 
an  elevator  of  large  capacity,  and  are  building 
extensive  docks  for  the  accommodation  of  ocean 
steamships. 

It  is  estimated  that  three  hundred  loaded  cars 
will  be  received  daily  and  as  many  empty  ones 
returned,  making  six  hundred  cars  per  day  which 
will  cross  Chailes-River  and  Warren  avenues,  or 
say  thirty  trains  daily. 

As  these  avenue3  are  only  160  feet  apart,  the 
passage  of  each  train,  allowing  that  it  consists  of 
only  the  usual  number  of  cars,  will  cause  a  stop- 
page of  travel  on  both  avenues  at  the  same  time. 
The  annoyance  that  this  will  occasion,  especially 
during  the  busy  season  of  the  day,  can  be  easily 
imagined,  to  say  nothing  of  the  danger  of  a  grade 
crossing  in  a  crowded  thoroughfare  like  either  of 
the  ones  in  question. 

It  is  true  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is  given 
power  to  prescribe  the  conditions  under  which 
the  tracks  may  he  used;  but  any  regulations 
which  would  secure  immunity  from  danger  to 
life  and  limb,  and  detention  to  travel,  would 
amount  to  almost  a  total  prohibition  of  the  use  of 
the  tracks  for  the  purposes  of  the  company's 
business.  In  somewhat  similar  cases,  attempts  to 
enforce  regulations  consistent  with  the  safety 
and  convenience  of  the  public  have  failed,  and  It 
is  not  probable  that  they  would  be  any  more 
successful  in  the  present  instance. 

The  committee  appeared  before  the  Railroad 
Commissioners  as  directed,  in  advocacy  of  the 
plan  of  elevating  the  tracks  over  the  avenues— a 
plan  which  was  shown  to  be  feasible.  They  were 
opposed  by  the  Hoosac  Dock  and  Elevator  Com- 
pany, the  Fitchbure  Railroad  Company  and 
others.  The  decision  of  the  commissioners  is 
given  in  the  following  report: 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.    In  Board  of 

Railroad  Commissioners,  May  24, 1881.    City  of 

Boeton  vs.  Mtchburg  Mailroad  Company. 

This  was  an  application  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  Boston,  loun (Jed  on  sections  5  and  96  of 
the  general  railroad  act,  as  follows: 

"City  of  Boston,        ) 
In  Boabd  of  Aldermen,  May  5, 1881. ) 

"Whereas,  In  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  acting 
as  Surveyors  of  Highways,  the  public  safety  ana 
convenience  require  that  all  grade  crossings  on 
Charles-River  and  Warren  avenues  should  be  dis- 
continued ;  it  is  therefore 

"Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Railroad  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Commonwealth  be  requested  to  re- 
quiie  that  all  steam  railway  tracks  crossing 
Charles-River  and  Warren  avenues,  In  Charles- 
town,  shall  be  placed  at  a  proper  elevation  above 
the  roadways  of  said  avenues." 

The  petition  was  opposed  by  the  Fitchburg 
Railroad  Company,  by  the  Hoosac  Tunnel  Dock 
&  Elevator  Company,  by  the  Commonwealth  as 
interested  in  the  Troy  &  Greenfield  Railroad,  by 
the  Navy  Department  on  behalf  of  navy-yard  in- 
terests, by  various  wharf  owners,  and  by  leading 
citizens  living  in  Charlestown,  who  obj-cted  to 
the  proposed  structure  as  unsightly  and  danger- 
ous. 

The  first  question  is.  whether  this  hoard  has 
jurisdiction.  And  this  question  arises  on  account 
of  an  error  in  compiling  the  railroad  laws  in  1874. 
Chapter  262  of  the  acts  of  1872  provides  that  If  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  a  city  or  the  selectmen 
of  a  town  in  which  a  way  is  crossed  by  a  railroad, 
or  the  directors  of  the  railroad  company,  desire  to 
have  the  method  of  crossing  changed, such  a  change 
may  be  ordered  by  the  County  Commissioners.  The 


party  by  whom  the  order  shall  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect, ai  d  the  division  of  expense  incurred  in  mak- 
ing the  change,  are  to  be  decided  by  a  special 
commission. 

As  the  municipal  board  In  Boston  and  Nan- 
tucket is  identical  with  the  Board  of  County  Com- 
missioners, it  was  provided  that  in  Suffolk  and 
Nantucket  the  Railroad  Commissioners  should 
perform  the  duty  elsewhere  required  of  County 
Commissioners.  Instead  of  repeating  this  enact- 
ment the  act  of  1874  simply  provides:  "Duties  de- 
volved upon  the  County  Commissioners  by  refer- 
ence or  appeal  from  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  or 
selectmen  shall  in  cases  arising  in  said  city  [Bos- 
ton] devolve  upon  the  Board  of  Railroad  Com- 
missioners." 

Four  alterations  are  made:  1.  Nantucket  is  ex- 
cluded from  the  jurisdiction  of  this  board  in  case 
of  proposed  change.  This  was  intentional.  (See 
p.  65,  Notes  on  Draught  of  Bill )  2.  Chelsea,  Re- 
vere and  Winthrop  are  also  excluded.  There  was 
good  reason  for  this,  but  it  does  not  appear  from 
the  notes  that  it  was  intended.  3.  The  power  of 
petitioning  seems  to  be  taken  away  from  railroad 
corporations  so  far  as  crossings  in  Boston  are 
concerned.  This  was  probably  by  inadvertence. 
4.  Instead  of  a  request  by  the  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men the  act  speaks  of  "reference  or  appeal  from 
the  Mayor  and  Aldermen."  The  respondents 
deny  that  this  is  a  reference  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  Although  the  word  is  not  well  chosen 
it  seems  to  the  commissioners  that  it  does 
cover  this  case.  It  cannot  be  supposed  that  the 
city  of  Boston,  with  a  hundred  or  more  grade 
crossings,  was  intended  to  be  excluded  from  the 
provisions  of  a  section  so  important.  But  it  the 
construction  contended  for  is  correct,  then  every 
other  municipality  in  the  State  can  go  to  a  tribu- 
nal competent  to  grant  a  separation  of  grades, 
and  thus  to  secure  additional  safety;  but  this 
city  has  no  such  tribunal.  This  cannot  have 
been  the  intention  of  the  Legislature.  The  com- 
piler states  that  "Section  5  expresses  the  existing 
law  in  all  respects,  except  where  otherwise  indi- 
cated in  these  notes."  The  committee  that  re- 
ported the  bill  declare  that  no  changes  have  been 
made  "except  where  they  were  needed  to  make 
the  different  portions  of  the  act  harmonious." 
(House  Doc.  480, 1874.)  The  new  act  was  intended 
to  be  a  mere  compilation,  and  unless  a  change  of 
law  is  plainly  indicated,  it  is  presumed  to  be  un- 
changed. The  word  "appeal  refers  to  proceed- 
ings under  section  126;  but  the  word  "reference" 
means  nothing  unless  it  means  a  request  from 
the  Aldermen. 

It  was  also  argued  by  one  respondent  that  the 
words  "location,  construction,  maintenance  and 
operation,"  in  the  first  clause  of  section  5,  quali- 
fied the  jurisdiction  given  in  the  last  clause,  and 
that  the  proposed  change  was  neither  location, 
construction ,  maintenance  nor  operation.  Another 
opponent  of  the  petition  argued  that  those  words 
do  include  such  a  change  as  is  asked,  and  that 
they  give  original  and  final  jurisdiction  to  the 
Aldermen  of  Boston.  It  seems  clear  to  the  board 
that  neither  of  these  words  applies  to  a  separa- 
tion of  grades;  but  it  is  equally  clear  that  they 
do  not  limit  the  jurisdiction  given  in  the  final 
clause.  The  first  eleven  lines  of  section  5  are  a 
reenactment  of  certain  provisions  of  the  General 
Statutes.  The  last  lines  were  intended  as  a  reen- 
actment (with  a  slight  change)  of  section  3  of 
chapter  262  of  1872.  And  so  it  appeared  to  this 
board  when  the  compilation  of  1878  was  made,  as 
is  shown  by  the  marginal  note  on  page  9. 

The  board,  therefore,  has  carefully  considered 
the  application  on  its  merits. 

The  grade  crossings  which  the  City  Govern- 
ment wishes  to  discontinue  are  objectionable 
and  dangerous,  as  all  such  crossings  are,  and 
these  are  made  more  dangerous  by  the  great  in- 
crease of  travel.  But  there  is  a  wide  difference 
between  granting  a  new  grade  crossing,  and  re- 
fusing to  discontinue  an  old  one,  especially  when 
great  expense  has  been  incurred  on  the  faith  of 
its  continuance.  The  present  crossings  have  been 
used,  without  objection,  for  many  years.  For  a 
long  period,  when  the  ioe  trade  was  most  pros- 
perous, they  were  used  as  much  as  they  are  likely 
to  be  used  for  many  years.  And  the  Dock  &  Ele- 
vator Company  has  expended  and  is  expending 
large  sums  In  the  expectation  that  they  will  con- 
tinue. The  promoters  of  that  enterprise  say  that 
they  would  be  obliged  to  relinquish  it  if 
this  scheme  were  carried  out.  Certainly 
they  would  not  have  engaged  in  it  had 
they  foreseen  that  the  proposed  change 
would  be  made.     By  legislation  in  1879  and  1880 
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they  secured  the  right  to  establish  their  elevator 
and  warehouses  and  docks  in  this  spot,  and  to 
connect  them  with  the  tracks  of  the  Fitchburg 
Railroad.  And  by  placing  the  regulation  of  the 
crossing  of  the  streets  In  the  hands  of  the  City 
Government  it  was  implied  that  they  were  to  be 
so  crossed.  The  General  Court  in  1879  had  in 
mind  the  danger  arising  from  the  crossing  of 
streets  at  grade.  Tbey  might  have  forbidden  it; 
but  they  preferred  to  secure  safety  by  giving  an 
unlimited  power  ol  regulation  to  the  Mayor  and 
Aldermen.  Certainly  the  grantees  of  tbat  char- 
ter had  a  right  to  believe  that  tbey  would  be  al- 
lowed to  cross  at  grade. 

On  accouDt  of  this  provision  of  the  act  of  1879, 
this  is  very  different  from  ordinary  cases  of  a 
grade  crossing.  In  such  cases  only  two  precau- 
tions can  be  required  by  municipal  authorities— 
the  maintenance  or  a  flagman  and  of  a  gate.  In 
this  case  any  additional  precaution  may  be  re- 
quired, and  the  speed  and  hours  of  running  are 
absolutely  in  the  control  of  the  city  authorities. 

The  cost  of  the  proposed  improvement  to  be 
shared  between  the  city  and  the  railroad  compa- 
ny would  be  very  great.  But  it  this  were  the 
only  objection  it  might  not  be  sufficient  to  meet 
the  argument  of  increased  safety.  The  hindrance 
of  business  and  the  delay  of  traffic  are  far  more 
serious  difficulties.  The  only  plau  laid  before  the 
board  by  the  petitioners  proposed  an  ascent  of 
fifteen  feet  on  an  inclined  plane  of  three  hundred 
feet,  and  a  descent  of  the  same  character.  This, 
however,  would  only  giv«  a  headway  of  thirteen 
feet,  with  a  thickness  of  two  feet  for  the  bridge. 
Bnt  in  such  thoroughfares  as  these  such  limited 
headway  would  not  be  satisfactory,  nor  would 
two  feet  of  thickness  secure  the  needed  strength 
for  the  bridge.  A  headway  of  fifteen  feet  and  an 
ascent  of  seventeen  leet  would  be  needed. 

Even  on  such  a  grade  as  would  be  necessary  it 
is  possible  to  force  traffic,  but  at  such  cost,  and 
with  such  inconvenience  and  delay,  as  to  render 
the  enterprise  of  the  Dock  &  Elevator  Company 
a  failure.  The  entire  weight  of  testimony  shows 
that  whether  this  sharp  ascent  and  descent  be 
adopted,  or  whether  the  rise  be  made  more  grad- 
ual, as  it  would  have  to  be,  the  result  would  be 
disastrous  to  the  business  proposed  to  be  carried 
on.  The  arguments  of  the  railroad  company  and 
of  the  dock  company  were  reinforced  by  the 
appeals  cf  adjacent  wnarf  owners,  who  testified 
that  their  facilities  for  doing  business  would  be 
in  great  part  destroyed,  and  the  value  of  their 
property  greatly  dlirinisned. 

To  their  evidence  was  added  the  protests  of 
numerous  business  men,  who  believe  tbat  such  a 
structure  as  proposed,  crossing  the  main  thor- 
oughfares of  Charlestown,  would  drive  away  and 
keep  away  residents,  and  reduce  the  value  of  real 
estate. 

If  this  were  a  question  between  the  inconveni- 
ence and  danger  of  such  crossings,  and  the  loss 
of  important  business  by  elevating  the  road,  it 
would  not  necessarily  follow  that  the  tracks  must 
be  elevated.  Safety  must  sometimes  yield  to  the 
necessities  of  traffic.  There  is  a  balance  to  be 
struck  between  different  inconveniences.  All 
travel  is  attended  with  some  danger,  and  it  has 
been  well  said  by  a  great  authority,  "One  can 
buy  gold  too  dear,  for  if  every  known  precaution 
is  taken,  regardless  of  cost,  it  may  not  pay  to 
work  a  railway  at  all." 

And  if   the  sole  question  were  between   the 

§rade  crossing  and  the  elevated  railroad,  the 
oard  wonld  have  to  consider  the  strong  implica- 
tion of  legislative  strength  to  a  grade  crossing  in 
this  place,  to  which  reference  has  already  been 
made. 

But  this  case  does  not  present  this  simple  ques- 
tion. It  Is  possible  to  carry  the  highways  over 
the  railroad,  and  fortunately,  the  situation  of  the 
land  i*  such  tbat  the  tracks  can  be  lowered,  and 
in  tbat  way  aid  in  tbat  method  of  separating 
grades.  The  possibility  of  doing  this  at  an  ex- 
pense not  inordinate  appears  from  plans  and  re- 
ports of  the  City  Engineer.  In  speaking  ot  the 
cost,  the  board,  of  course,  refers  only  to  the  ex- 
pense of  separating  the  grades.  Any  needed  ex- 
Eenditure  for  repairs  or  widening  either  or  both 
ridges,  oemanoed  by  their  present  condition  or 
by  the  Increase  of  travel,  U  Independent  of  ibis 

?uestioD,  and  should  not  be  charged  to  the  call 
or  an  overhead  crossing. 

The  details  as  to  the  methods  of  carrying  the 
highways  over  the  railroad  tracks  are  not  before 
the  board  under  this  form  of  petition.  And  the 
board  under  this  petition  has  do  power  to  require 
tbat  mode  of  separating  the  grades.    If  the  whole 


subject  had  been  submitted,  it  would  have  been 
within  our  jurisdiction  to  direct  overhead  cross- 
ings. But  the  city,  as  was  its  right,  has  specified 
the  method  of  alteration  that  it  desires,  and  con- 
fined us  to  a  decision  for  or  against  that  request. 
The  board  can  only  grant  or  refuse  that  method. 
Yet  it  is  one  good  reason  for  refusing  it,  that  the 
board  believes  that  there  is  a  better  method. 
For  the  same  reason  the  board  has  nothing  to  say 
as  to  the  plan  of  crossing  the  river  and  the  rail- 
road by  a  bridge  trom  Charlestown  square  over 
Causeway  street.  It  is  not  before  us.  And  if  it 
were,  such  an  order  would  seem  a  stretch  of  the 
authority  of  this  board. 

Believing  that  the  proposed  change  would,  by 
its  coBt  and  inconvenience,  and  especially  by  its 
hindrance  to  business,  be  productive  of  vastly 
more  barm  than  good,  and  believing  that  the  de- 
sired end  can  be  reached  in  a  better  way,  the 
board  declines  to  direct  the  alteration  of  cross- 
ings requested  by  the  city. 

The  question  has  been  argued  and  considered 
upon  tne  suppo«nion  that  section  96  gives  power 
to  change  the  grade  of  a  railroad  upon  proper  pe- 
tition, when  it  is  found  necessary  for  the  security 
or  convenience  of  the  public.  And  this  seems  te 
have  been  assumed  by  the  numerous  counsel  for 
various  remonstrants.  But  the  decision  in  Bos- 
ton &  Albany  Railroad  Company  vs.  County  Com- 
missioners of  Hampden  (116  Mass.,  73),  renders 
this  extremely  doubtful.  It  was  there  held  that  no 
such  power  was  given  by  chapter  262  of  1872. 
Chapter  305  of  1874  was  passed  to  extend 
the  power  ot  commissioners  as  to  changing 
the  location  ot  ways  and  railroads  at 
crossings,  and  to  confer  the  authority 
which  was  denied  in  Lancaster  vs.  County  Com- 
missioners, 113  Mass.,  100  (which  was  pending 
when  that  act  was  passed).  But  this  statute  does 
not  in  words  give  the  power  to  change  a  railroad 
grade.  As  the  words  "alteration  in  the  method 
of  crossing,"  in  the  act  of  1872,  do  not  give  that 
power,  it  would  seem  not  to  be  derived  from  the 
same  words  in  the  act  of  1874.  Authority  to 
change  location  does  not  necessarily  imply  au- 
thority to  change  grade.  It  may  be  argued  that 
power  to  change  the  method  of  crossing,  taken  in 
connection  with  power  to  change  location,  which 
might  necessitate  change  of  grade,  confers  that 
authority.  But  the  reasoning  of  the  court  in  116 
Mass.  would  seem  to  apply  to  such  a  case  as  this, 
although  the  court  declined  to  pass  upon  the 
question,  because  chapter  305  of  1874  did  not  ap- 
ply to  pending  cases  (p.  81). 

In  this  case  the  parties  have  desirPd  the  opinion 
of  this  board  upon  the  merit",  and  it  is  such  that 
it  is  unnecessary  to  oecide  whether  the  proposed 
order  could  legally  be  passed. 

By  the  Board, 

Wm.  A.  Crafts,  Clerk. 

This  decision  settles  adversely  the  plan  of  ele- 
vating the  tracks,  and  leaves  to  the  city  the 
choice  of  either  maintaining  grade  crossings, 
with  all  the  annoyances  and  dangers  incident 
thereto,  or  of  elevating  the  highways  and  carry- 
ing them  over  the  railroad.  It  will  be  noticed 
that  the  commissioners  refer  to  the  latter  plan, 
and  intimate  tbat,  if  that  question  bad  been  re- 
ferred to  them,  they  would  have  had  jurisdiction 
to  direct  an  overhead  crossing.  They  also  give  as 
a  good  reason  for  refusing  the  request  for  the  ele- 
vation of  the  tracks  that  they  believe  a  better 
method  would  be  to  elevate  the  streets. 

The  elevation  of  at  least  one  of  the  avenues 
forms  a  part  of  the  plan  for  a  new  bridge  to 
ChaWestown,  and  will  probably  be  brought  be- 
fore the  City  Council  by  the  joint  special  commit- 
tee that  has  that  subject  under  consideration.  It 
would  therefore  be  superfluous  to  discuss  the 
subject  here. 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  believe  that  a 
plan  for  separating  the  grades  should  be  devised 
which  will  provide  for  the  safety  and  convenience 
of  the  public,  and  at  the  same  time  not  interfere 
wirh  the  development  of  the  great  terminal  facil- 
ities of  the  city. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Joseph  Caldwell. 
Charles  H.  Hersey. 
Lucius  Blade. 

Accepted. 

stables. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual 
conditions  to  occupy  stables  as  follows: 
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John  Murtagh,  288  Centre  street,  Ward  21. 

E.  W.  Woodward,  on  Howard  avenue,  near 
Brook  avenue,  Ward  20. 

Manuel  Silva,  on  Abbott  street,  near  Blue  Hill 
avenue.  Ward  24. 

Severally  accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Orders  to  build  sewer.",  as  follows: 

In  Warren  street,  between  Clifford  and  Wood- 
bine street; 

In  Dorchester  avenue,  between  Park  and  Gib- 
son streets; 

In  Delle  avenue; 

In  Creek  street; 

In  Arcadia  street. 

Severally  passed. 

Orders  of  notice  for  hearings  on  Monday  next, 
at  4  P.  M..  on  the  expediency  of  constructing 
sewers,  as  follows: 

In  Rockview  street,  between  estate  of  J.  A. 
Heyl  and  Green  street. 

In  Dorchester  avenue  between  Centre  street 
and  Centre  avenue,  and  in  Centre  avenue. 

Severally  passed. 

MORTARS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings on  the  part  of  the  Board,  in  favor  of  grant- 
ing petitions  as  follows: 

R.  B.  Henchman,  to  project  a  druggist's  mortar 
from  corner  of  Chambers  street,  corner  of  Cam- 
bridge street,  Ward  8. 

J.  W.  Tufts  &  Co.,  to  project  a  druggist's  mor- 
tar at  corner  of  Hanover  and  Washington  streets. 

Severally  accepted. 

STONY    BROOK. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Stony  Brook  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Francis  A.  Beecher  to  be 
granted  a  right  of  way  over  the  Stony  Brook 
sewer,  having  considered  the  subject, beg  leave  to 
report  by  recommending  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing order. 

For  the  Committee, 

Clinton  Viles,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  Francis  A.  Beecher  be  authorized 
to  use  the  way  over  the  Stony  Brook  sewer  where 
it  crosses  Vernon  street,  upon  condition  that  said' 
Beecher  keeps  and  maintains  the  same  in  good 
repair  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Sswers. 

Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  petition  of  J.  S. 
Paine  et  al.  for  a  flagging  cross-walk  across  Canal 
street,  at  Market  street     Accepted. 

Report  and  orders  for  edgestones  and  brick 
sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  ot — 

William  R.  Gray,  16  Cliff  street;  George  Emer- 
son, T07  and  709  East  Seventh  street. 

For  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of— 

S.  N.  Comey,  Alveston  street;  city  of  Boston, 
Oak  square;  Danferth  C.  Hodges,  26  Perrin  street. 

For  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  of — 

James  A.  Houston,  Maple  street. 

A.  J.  Patterson,  Maple  street. 

William  H.  Phelan,  Clarence  street. 

David  Gore,  Chickataubut  street. 

Orders  severally  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  to  grade  and  macadamize 
West  Cottage  street  near  Blue  Hill  avenue,  esti- 
mated cost  §250;  to  complete  the  grading  of  Com- 
mercial street  between  Atlantic  avenue  and 
Causeway  street,  and  furnish  and  set  such  new 
edgestones  as  mav  be  required,  pave  the  sidewalk 
with  brick  and  the  roadway  with  small  graDite 
blocks,  the  cost  not  to  exceed  $45,000;  to  pave 
with  brick  the  sidewalks  on  the  southerly  side  of 
East  Eighth  street  between  H  and  I  streets; 
to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  where  required  on 
westerly  side  of  Washington  street,  between  Dale 
street  and  Egleston  square,  and  pave  the  side- 
walks with  brick;  to  pave  the  gutters  on  Clifford 
street ;  also  to  pave  with  brick  the  unpaved  side- 
walks on  said  street. 

'  Orders  severally  passed. 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of 
Henry  Baldwin  et  al.,  for  flagging  crossing  at 
Brighton  avenue  and  Harvard  avenue.  Ac- 
cepted. 


Ordered,  That  the  Board  establish  the  follow- 
ing grades,  as  shown  on  plans  and  profiles  drawn 
by  Thomas  W.  Davis,  City  Surveyor,  each  bearing 
date  March  1,1881: 

Grades. 

Broadway,  between  Albany  and  Lehigh  streets; 
Tyler  street,  near  Curve  street;  Hudson  street, 
westerly  side,  near  Curve  street;  Seneca  street, 
near  Albany  street. 

Revised  Grades. 

Curve  street,  between  Harrison  avenue  and 
Hudson  street;  Way  street,  between  Harrison  av- 
enue and  Albany  street;  Albany  street, between 
Lehigh  street  and  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad 
bridge. 

Passed. 

TREES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
in  favor  of  granting  petitions'as  follows: 

Joseph  ^Y.  Page,  to  remove  an  unsightly  tree 
from  Centre  street  near  Green  street,  Jamaica 
Plain,  at  the  city's  expense. 

Julia  A.  Tuck,  to  remove  one  tree  from  front  of 
25  Liverpool  street,  East  Boston,  at  the  city's  ex- 
pense. 

George  D.  Low,  trustee,  to  remove  at  his  own 
expense  twelve  old  cedar  trees  in  front  of  estate 
of  John  I.  Low,  on  Forest  Hills  street.  Jamaica 
Plain. 

B.  F.  Dwight  et  al.,  to  remove  a  decayed  tree 
opposite  4  Park  street,  at  the  city's  expense. 

Severally  accepted. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  ou  Licenses  as  foliows: 

Minors'  applications  granted— Five  newsboys. 
Accepted. 

CLERK  HIRE  IN  THE  COURTS. 

Alderman  Tucker  presented  requisitions,  duly 
certified,  for  clerk  hire  in  the  several  courts  for 
May,  as  follows: 

Superior  Criminal  Court §208.33 

Supreme  Judicial  Court 169.00 

Superior  Court 246.57 

Severally  approved  and  ordered  paid. 

EXCAVATION  PERMITTED. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  and  County, 
Buildings,  to  whom  was  referred  the  accompany- 
ing petition  from  H.  W.  B.  Frost  to  excavate  the 
earth  under  the  sidewalk  opposite  the  cellar  oc- 
cupied by  him,  numbered  1,  Faneuil  Hall  Mar- 
ket, beg  leave  to  report  that  they  see  no  objec- 
tion to  granting  the  request  and  would  ask  for 
the  accompanying  order. 

For  the  Committee, 

Wm.  Woollev. 

Ordered.  That  permission  is  hereby  granted  to 
H.  W.  B.  Frost,  lessee  of  stall  No.  2,  Faneuil  Hall 
Market,  and  cellar  No.  1,  to  excavate  the  earth 
under  the  sidewalk  opposite  the  cellar  now  occu- 
pied by  him,  provided  the  work  has  the  approval 
of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  and  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings. 

Order  passed. 

FANEUIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  in  favor  of  granting 
the  use  of  said  hall  to  A.  H.  Wilson  and  others, 
June  7,  for  the  reception  of  a  G.  A.  R.  Post  from 
Philadelphia.    Accepted. 

■VENTILATION  OF  THE  ALDERMEN'S  CHAMBER. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  order  to  provide  ventilating 
apparatus  for  the  Aldermen's  chamber,  City  Hall, 
beg  leave  to  report  that  they  are  giving  the  sub- 
ject their  attention,  and  would  ask  for  further 
time  in  which  to  make  their  reports. 

For  the  Committee, 

William  Woolley,  Chairman. 

Accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis 
the  request  for  further  time  was  granted.  Sent 
down. 

AVON-PLACE    SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be  aud  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  erect  an  addition  to  school- 
house,  Avon  place,  to  contain  two  rooms,  "from 
plans  prepared  by  the  City  Architect,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  School  Board,  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $5000;  the  expense  therefor  to  be  charged  to 
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the    special  appropriation  for  Primary  School- 
house,  A.von  place.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Bridges,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners for  leave  to  erect  a  telegraph  pole  on  Mt. 
Washington-avenue  Bridge,  having  considered 
the  subject,  would  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  following  order. 

For  the  Committee, 

Wm.  Woolley,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
be  allowed  and  authorized  to  erect  a  telegraph 
pole  on  Mt.  Washington-avenue  Bridge,  said  pole 
to  be  placed  upon  said  bridge  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  City  Engineer. 

Order  read  twice  and  passed. 

The  Committee  on  Bridges,  who  were  directed 
to  report  at  this  time  upon  the  petitions  of  the 
Gold  and  Stock  Telegraph  Company  for  permis- 
sion to  erect  a  line  of  telegraph  poles  on  the 
southeasterly  side  of  Chelsea  Bridge,  respectfully 
represent  that  they  have  given  this  matter  their 
attention,  but  desire  to  Investigate  it  more  fully, 
and  possibly  hear  the  petitioners  as  to  the  neces- 
sity, etc.,  of  establishing  an  additional  line  of 
telegraph  poles  upon  the  bridge  referred  to. 
Your  committee,  therelore,  ask  lor  further  time 
in  which  to  report  upon  the  petition. 
For  the  Committee, 

William  Woolley. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of 
Alderman   Haldeman.  further  time  was  granted. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  repair  North  Beacon  street  bridge,  at 
an  expeuse  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Bridges. 

Passed. 

EGLESTON  SQUARE  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Alderman  Curtis— There  is  one  subiect  which  I 
think  ought  not  to  lie  over  for  further  time. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  uneasiness  felt  in  the 
vicinity  of  Egleston  Square  in  relation  to  the 
schoolhouse  there.  I  have  had  some  conversa- 
tion with  the  chairman  of  the  committee.  I  be- 
lieve the  contract  expires  on  the  first  day  of  Sep- 
tember. There  is  no  possible  chance  of  that 
6Choolbouse  being  done  in  six  months,  the  way 
the>  are  going  on  today.  I  visited  it  some  week's 
ago*  and  they  were  putting  on  some  of  the  trusses, 
but  today  'they  have  not  got  it  boarded  in  at 
all.  The  schools  calculate  to  come  in  on 
the  1st  of  September,  and  I  say  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  the  contractors  to  get  through  under  six 
months.  Now  the  question  is,  shall  that  school- 
house  remain  in  statu  quo,  as  it  is  now,  and  the 
contractors  move  along  just  as  slow  as  possible, 
or  whether  that  committee  will  report  to  this 
Board  whether  they  will  have  the  school  house  by 
the  first  of  September;  because  if  they  do  not, 
other  preparations  have  got  to  be  made  for  the 
children.  While  I  am  up  I  must  say,  as  I  said  to 
the  City  Architect,  that  I  am  perfectly  astonished 
at  the  way  city  work  is  let  out.  It  is  let  to  incom- 
petent men.  It  is  let  to  men  because  they  are  the 
lowest.  The  committee  do  not  regard  the  adver- 
tisements they  put  into  the  papers.  They  may 
reject  any  aDd  all  bids,  but  it  is  let  to  the  lowest 
bidder,  and  then  they  tell  you  they  are  saving 
money  to  the  city  of  Boston.  That  schoolhouse 
should  have  been  done  last  fall,  and  yet  it 
has  stood  all  through  last  winter,  with 
the  cold  and  rain,  and  who  will  tell  me 
it  is  worth  as  much  as  it  would  have  been  if  it 
had  been  done  last  fall?  The  windows  have  been 
open  and  it  has  been  much  damaged.  I  do  uot 
believe  in  letting  jobs  out  in  that  way.  There 
are  responsible  men  to  do  these  jobs,  and  as  I 
said  to  Mr.  Clough,  if  I  was  chairman  of  that 
committee,  I  should  not  let  him  stand  there.  You 
have  got  a  superintendent  there  and  have  got  to 
pay  him  all  the  time  it  is  waiting.  All  this  comes 
out  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  where  is  the  city 
going  to  save  money  by  it?  It  cannot  be  saved 
in  that  way.  1  believe  in  putting  on  the  best 
mechanics  and  paying  them  a  fair  price.  Those 
contractors  cannot  go  through  that  job  in  that 
way.  Why  is  it  that  you  let  men  have  a  contract 
when  you 'know  they  have  got  to  go  to  the  wall 
and  cannot  complete  it?  I  say  give  the  contract 
to  first-class  mechanics,  whom  you  know  can 
carry  it  through,  and  then  you  will  save  the  city 
some  money. 

Alderman  Woolley— In  reply  to  the  gentleman's 
remarks,  I  beg  leave  to  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  this  contract  was  let  by  the  committee   of 


last  year.  Therefore  the  committee  of  this  year 
are  in  no  wise  responsible  for  its  being  let  to  men 
incompetent  to  carry  out  the  contract.  I  sup- 
pose, of  course,  that  the  committee  of  last  year 
used  their  best  judgment  in  awarding  the  con- 
tract to  those  men.  I  have  only  to  say,  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  that  the  work  upon  this 
schoolhouse  was  stopped  during  the  winter  by 
order  of  the  City  Architect.  As  soon  as  the  spring 
opened  work  was  resumed,  by  a  vote  of  the  com- 
mittee, at  as  early  a  day  as,  in  the  opinion  ot  the 
City  Architect,  it  would  be  proper  to  do  so.  There 
has  been  more  or  less  trouble  with  the  contract- 
ors one  way  or  the  other;  first,  the  carpen- 
ter finding  fault  with  the  mason,  and  the 
mason  blaming  the  carpenter.  But  the 
matter  is  in  the  hands  of  what  the  com- 
mittee consider  a  first-class  sub-committee,  one 
of  the  gentlemen  being  a  builder  himself ;  and 
the  committee  are  doing  the  best  they  can,  under 
the  circumstances,  to  forward  tne  work.  I  sup- 
pose the  geutleman  is  well  aware  that:  the  com- 
mittee have  no  authority  in  the  premises  until 
the  time  for  completing  the  contract  expires; 
they  can  only  urge  upon  the  contractors  the  ne- 
cessity of  having  their  work  completed.  Until 
the  time  actually  expires  which  the  contractors 
have  to  go  their  work  in,  the  committee  have 
really  no  authority.  But  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  it 
is  very  rare  that  any  contractor  completes  his 
work  on  time,  and  I  think  it  has  been  stated  to 
the  committee  by  these  contractors  that  they 
might  have  their  jobs  completed  on  the  first  day 
of  October,  although  I  have  doubts  myself 
in  regard  to  it.  But  I  think  the  committee 
are  doing  everything  that  they  can  under 
the  circumstances.  They  find  themselves  in 
a  peculiar  situation,  and  perhaps  some  of  the 
contractors  are  not  the  proper  parties  to  carry 
out  the  contract. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  cannot  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman so  far  as  relates  to  the  men  falling  short 
on  their  work  under  contract.  I  remember  once 
taking  a  contract  to  build  a  schoolhouse.aud  noti- 
fying the  City  Government  that  the  building  was 
done,  instead  of  calling  on  them  to  sign  a  con- 
tract. Now  I.  know  there  are  men  in  Boston  who 
can  press  such  work  forward  within  a  specified 
time,  and  even  have  it  done  sooner.  You  can  see 
that  this  delay  will  be  a  great  disadvantage. 
Now  it  should  be  put  into  those  contracts  that 
the  committee  should  have  the  power  to  step  in 
if  the  work  is  delayed.  I  have  seen  a  clause 
put  into  a  contract,  that  if  the  work  is 
not  advancing  in  a  proper  manner  in 
order  to  get  throueh  according  to  the 
contract,  then  the  committee  have  the  right  to 
step  in.  Now  it  is  no  earthly  use  to  wait  for  these 
contractors.  It  is  like  driving  a  dead  horse  up 
hill  to  attempt  to  force  them  to  get  through  by 
the  first  of  September.  The  schools  will  be  suf- 
fering, and  other  accommodations  wili  have  to  be 
provided.  I  hope  the  chairman  will  give  us  some 
kind  of  a  report  by  the  next  meeting  as  to  how 
far  the  work  has  progressed. 

Alderman  Slade— I  don't  know  but  I  ought  to 
say  a  word  in  regard  to  this  matter,  having  been 
chairman  of  the  committee  when  this  contract 
was  given  out.  These  parties  were  the  lowest 
bidders.  They  came  highly  recommended  and  gave 
their  bonds,  and  it  was  said  by  those  who  pre- 
sumed to  kuow,  that  they  were  abundantly  able 
to  carry  this  work  along.  The  committee  were 
not  quite  unanimous  in  giving  the  contract  to 
these  parlies.  There  were  some  misgivings  about 
it.  At  the  same  time  the  contractors  gave  such 
bonds  and  came  with  such  recommendations  that 
you  could  hardly  refuse  to  give  them  the  work, 
it  was  very  soon  ascertained  that  the  contractors 
had  not  the  means  the  committee  supposed  they 
had;  that  they  were  troubled  to  get  brick;  not 
being  well  posted  in  thslr  business  they  did  a 
great  deal  of  work  that  had  to  be  taken  down  and 
done  over  again.  It  was  evident  last  fall  after  the 
work  was  begun  that  they  could  uot  do  it  as  they 
expected.  We  know  of  no  way  to  get  round  it. 
The  contractors  hold  their  contract,  and  the  com- 
mittee have  no  authority  until  the  time  expires. 
As  the  Alderman  says,  it  is  not  always  best  to 
give  a  contract  to  the  lowest  bidder,  and  it  is  not 
done  sometimes,  to  my  knowledge.  This  is  an  un- 
fortunate affair,  and  it  worried  ine  all  last 
fall.  They  got  snowed  in,  and  the  work  kept 
dragging  along  in  the  fall  until  the  City  Archi- 
tect put  a  stop  to  it. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  did  not  know  that  the  Al- 
derman was  chairman  of  the  committee  last  year, 
but  it  would  not  have  made  any  difference  it    I 
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had.  But,  sir,  the  contractors  could  have  had  all 
the  brick  they  wanted  last  tall.  But,  sir,  when  I 
have  a  note  to  pay,  and  have  nothing  to  pay  it 
wjrh,  and  cannot  get  anybody  to  lend  ine  any- 
thing to  pay  it  with,  I  might  as  well  stop.  Now, 
sir,  if  the  committee  had  come  to  me  or  anybody 
who  knew  these  contractors,  we  would  have  told 
them  that  they  were  not  worth  a  dollar. 

Alderman  Blade — If  the  gentleman  knew  they 
were  not  worth  a  dollar,  he  ought  to  have  let  the 
committee  know  it. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  did  not  know  the  commit- 
tee were  letting  out  contracts  for  the  school- 
house. 

Alderman  Wooiley — I  believe  tue  committee  are 
doing  everything  they  can  to  forward  the  inter- 
ests of  the  city  in  this  matter.  There  has  hardly 
been  a  meeting  of  the  committee  when  this  mat 
ter  has  not  bfen  before  them.  The  committee 
have  consulted  the  City  Solicitor  as  to  their 
rights,  and  what  is  best  for  the  city  of  Boston.  It 
is  quite  an  unfortunate  thing  that  the  city  is  in 
this  position,  but  I  think  it  will  get  out  of  it  with- 
out any  loss  except  the  delay  of  not  having  the 
schoolhouse  completed  at  the  proper  time. 

SPECIAL  ASSIGNMENTS  CONSIDERED. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  consider  the  first  spe- 
cial assignment  for  this  session,  viz. : 

Leave  to  withdraw  on  application  of  trustees 
of  the  Monks  estate  for  leave  to  occupy  two  old 
brick  buildings,  233  and  239  South  street  as  a  sta- 
ble for  100ho;ses. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Caldwell  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned 
to  the  next  meeting. 

The  Board  next  considered  the  second  special 
assignment  for  this  session,  viz.  : 

Leave  to  withdraw  on  application  of  Morton 
W.  Lyman  to  occupy  a  new  wooden  stable  with 
two  horses  on  K  street,  between  Eighth  and 
Ninth  streets. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  hold  in  my  hand  a  petition 
signed  by  a  large  number  of  the  residents  of  that 
immediate  neighborhood,  asking  that  this  peti- 
tion be  granted,  among  whom  are  one  or  two  of 
those  who  appeared  and  remonstrated.  I  under- 
stand that  if  the  committee  had  known  just  the 
condition  of  things  they  might  have  reported  in 
favor  of  the  petition.  I  will  ask  to  have  this  pe- 
tition read,  and  will  move  that  the  original  peti- 
tion he  granted.  I  understand  the  committee  do 
not  oppose  it. 

The  Chairman  read  a  petition  of  S.  R.  Spinney 
and  many  others,  residents,  and  property  owners, 
and  taxpayers  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  saying 
that  they  see  no  reason  why  the  petition  of  Mr. 
Lyman  should  not  be  granted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hersey,  the  report  was 
amended  by  substituting  "leave  be  granted  on 
the  usual  conditions,"  for  ''leave  to  withdraw," 
and  as  amended  was  accepted. 

The  Board  next  proceeded  to  consider  the  third 
special  assignment  for  this  session,  viz.: 

Report  granting  leave  to  George  S.  Johnson  to 
occupy  a  new  brick  stable  on  Curve  street,  at  the 
corner  of  Broadway  extended,  with  one  hundred 
and  fifty  horses. 

Alderman  Whitten  presented  the  remonstranee 
from  the  Liverpool  &  London  &  Globe  and  other 
fire  insurance  companies  against  the  granting  of 
the  petition. 

The  Chairman  read  the  following: 

Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  ) 
City    Hall,   Boston,   June   4,  1881.     ( 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the 
City  of  Boston:  Gentlemen— In  reply  to  the  or- 
der of  your  Board  of  May  31,  1881,  that  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  be  requested  to  ex- 
amine and  report  whether  it  is  prudent  to  allow 
the  erection  of  a  large  stable  in  Curve 
street,  at  the  crossing  with  the  Broad- 
way extension,  such  stable  occupying  all  the 
space  between  Curve  street  and  the  track  of  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  the  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners  begs  leave  to  state  that  it  has  ex- 
amined the  site  for  the  stable  referred  to  in  the 
above  order,  aDd  in  the  opinion  of  the  board  it 
would  not  be  prudent  to  allow  the  erection  of  a 
large  stable  on  the  above  site  if  it  is  intended  to 
pur.  any  windows  or  openings  in  the  wall  on  the 
side  next  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  track. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

John  E.  Fitzgerald, 
For  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners. 

Alderman  Whitten  moved  that  the  whole  sub- 
ject he  referred  back  to  the  Committee  on  Health. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  do  not  know  that  I  have 


any  special  objections  to  having  it  referred  back, 
but  I  think  the  Board  have  all  the  information 
there  is  on  this  subject. 

Alderman  Frost — I  hardly  see  the  necessity  for 
referring  this  matter  back  to  the  committee.  I 
think  the  matter  can  be  easily  adjusted  here.  The 
circumstances  of  this  case  are  that  the  city  in 
extending  Broadway  have  taken  Mr.  Johnson's 
stable  away  from  him  and  put  him  out  of  busi- 
ness. He  applied  for  leave  to  put  up  a  stable  on 
the  ground  as  stated  in  the  petition.  The  com- 
mittee gave  the  usual  notice  of  a  hearing,  and,  as 
in  every  such  case,  there  appeared  a  great  many 
remonstrants.  Every  person  within  reach 
of  the  premises  objects.  The  commit- 
tee looked  into  all  the  matters  in  re- 
gard to  the  case,  and  especially  the  danger  from 
fire.  Mr.  Johnson  is  preseut  and  states  that  he  is 
perfectly  willing  to  have  any  condition  placed  in 
the  report  that  the  committee  see  fit  to  put  in. 
One  great  objection  that  certain  parties  had  was 
that  there  would  be  a  nuisance  in  removing  the 
waste  and  manure  from  the  stable.  He  proposed 
that  it  should  all  be  moved  directly  on  to  the 
tracks  of  the  Albany  Railroad  by  a  car  being 
placed  in  the  rear  of  the  building.  The  Albany 
Railroad  own  the  land  and  propose  to  lease  it  to 
Mr.  Johnson.  They  make  no  objections  to  the 
stable,  although  it  is  reported  that  some  of  their 
employes  who  live  in  the  neighborhood  do  obje3t, 
as  do  nearly  all  who  live  there.  Mr.  Johuson 
is  willing  that  the  committee  should  make 
all  necessary  restrictions,  that  all  the  open- 
ings and  doors  shall  be  covered  with  tin, 
and  that  the  windows  and  openings  towards  the 
railroad  shall  be  properly  guarded  by  wire  net- 
ting to  prevent  the  sparks  from  entering  the 
building;  I  think  the  matter  could  be  very  easily 
adjusted.  The  committee  feel  that  the  people 
object  to  the  stable  unnecessarily.  In  the  view 
of  the  committee,  a  well-conducted  stable  on 
those  premises  will  be  less  of  a  nuisance  than  has 
ever  been  there.  It  was  formerly  occupied  by  a 
row  of  cheap  wooden  tenements,  and  certainly 
was  very  much  more  exposed  to  the  liability  of 
fire  than  it  will  be  with  a  properly  conducted 
brick  stable.  There  has  never  been  any  trouble 
on  account  of  fire  there  that  we  could  ascer- 
tain. The  Albany  Railroad  procured  the  build- 
ings Thinking  they  would  build  a  new  depot 
there,  but  afterwards  changed  their  plan  and 
now  lease  the  property.  I  understand  that 
the  remonstrants  all  speak  very  highly 
of  Mr.  Johnson  as  a  stablekeeper.  Tneie 
is  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  committee  that 
he  is  a  good,  prudent  man,  and  would  keep  a 
well-conducted  place.  I  think  the  order  could  be 
easily  amended  »o  as  to  allow  him  to  Duild  a  sta- 
ble there,  but  1  do  not  think  the  committee 
would  object  to  having  the  matter  recommitted 
so  as  to  regulate  any  matters  that  may  be  neces- 
sary. 

Alderman  Viles— If,  as  the  Alderman  says, 
there  should  be  amendments  to  the  report  requir- 
ing covered  windows,  doors,  blame  walls,  etc.,  it 
should  be  recommitted,  because,  from  my  Knowl- 
edge upon  the  committee,  unless  you  put  such 
conditions  into  the  report  you  will  not  get  it 
done. 

Alderman  Frost— I  have  no  objections  to  Its 
being  recommitted. 

The  whole  subject  was  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 

THE  SUMMER  CONCERTS. 

Alderman  Haldeman— At  the  last  meeting,  as 
the  representative  of  the  Sub-Committee  on  Com- 
mon having  charge  of  the  free  concerts,  I 
found  It  necessary  to  make  a  statement  to  the 
full  Board.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common,  with  instructions  to  report 
at  this  meeting.  Our  report  is  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commou  met  and  after  a  full  hearing  of 
the  circumstances  it  was  decided  that  we  go  on 
with  the  coucerts  without  reference  to  the  musi- 
cians who  had  refused  to  take  part.  The  conse- 
quence was  that  on  last  Sunday  the  first  con- 
cert was  given,  as  previously  arranged,  by  the 
Cadet  Band,  upon  the  Common,  on  the  Charles- 
st'eet  mall.  On  Saturday  all  the  daily 
papers  published  the  programme,  which  gave 
it  considerable  publicity.  Although  none  of 
the  Sunday  papers  thought  proper  to  notice 
it,  except  the  Sunday  Herald,  which  we  did  not 
expect  it  to  do,  as  it  had  published  the  pro- 
gramme on  Saturday,  yet  we  had  more  than  tea 
thousand  people  there  to  hear  the  music.  There 
were  fifty  performers  who  were  all  standard  mu- 
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sicians.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  difficulty  which 
was  suddenly  sprung  upon  us  of  a  refusal  of  a 
large  body  of  musicians  to  play  upon  whom  we 
depended,  some  other  instruments  not  repre- 
sented would  have  been  there;  but  as  it  was,  the 
entire  concert  was  a  success.  The  audience  was 
quiet,  well-behaved,  even  down  to  the  children. 
There  was  nothing  to  mar  the  pleasure  of  those 
who  chose  to  listen.  Charles  street  was  filled 
with  carriages,  and  the  best  class  of  people  were 
there.  Evidently  the  concert  was  of  that  class 
which  interests  the  better  portion  of  our  citizens. 
Next  Sunday  we  will  have  a  second  concert; 
and  the  two  following  ones  which  were  ar- 
ranged for  June  we  were  obliged  to  transfer 
from  Sunday  afternoon  to  Saturday  afternoon,  on 
account  of  previous  engagements  of  the  musi- 
cians.   I  should  perhaps  state  that  the  committee 


have  agreed  voluntarily  to  increase  the  price, 
which  was  the  bone  of  contention  in  the  first 
place.  We  have  agreed  to  pay  five  dollars  instead 
of  four,  which  was  the  price  paid  for  the  last  few 
years.  It  appears  to  be  more  expensive  in  mak- 
ing preparations  for  large  bands,  a  certain  class 
of  musicians  being  required  which  have  to  be 
paid  more,  and  the  music  having  to  be  copied  in 
larger  quantities.  The  question  of  large  bands 
is  something  we  went  over  very  carefully.  If  the 
city  of  Boston  desires  to  give  free  concerts,  they 
should  be  something  different  from  what  we  hear 
in  the  streets  every  day.  A  band  of  fifty  pieces 
is  not  a  large  one.  I  think  the  committee  will  be 
satisfied  with  what  has  been  done,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  the  Board  will  sustain  the  action  of  the 
committee. 
Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JUNE    9,    1881. 


Regular  meeting;  at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M.,  Andrew 
J.  Bailey,  President,  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  President  the  roll  was  called 
with  the  following  result: 

Present— Messrs.  Bailey,  Beal,  Bowker,  Boyle, 
Brimbecom,  Brown,  Child,  Connel),  Costello, 
Cotton,  Cronin,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty, 
Dudley,  Eddy, Emery,  Farwell,  Fisk,  Folan,  Gove, 
Hagar,  Harding,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Lauten, 
Lovell,  Maguire,  McNamara,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P. 
Morrison,  Mullen,  Parkman,  Pray,  Quigley,  Ros- 
nosky,  Smith,  Swan,  Teevan,  Viles,  Wakefield, 
Walsh, Welch— 44. 

Absent— Messrs.  Barry,  Bartlett,  Bigelow,  H. 
Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Daly,  Dana,  Denney, 
Fitzpatrick,Ford,Freeman,Greenough,  Huntress, 
Mathews,  McCormiok,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J. 
McLaughlin,  Means,  Murphy,  Pope,  Powers, 
Pratt,  Rogers,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Whitmore, 
Williams— 28. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Report  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 

Auditor's  mouthly  exhibit,  June  3.  (City  Doc. 
No.  82.)    Placed  on  file. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
in  which  they  ask  for  further  time  to  make  their 
final  report  on  the  subject  of  ventilating  the  Al- 
dermen's room.  Accepted,  and  further  time 
granted  in  concurrence. 

Report  that  the  subject  of  Ihe  removal  of  snow 
and  ice  from  scnoolhouse  yards  is  one  properly 
belonging  to  the  School  Board.  Accepted  in  con- 
currence. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  Francis  A. 
Beecher  to  use  the  way  over  Stony  Brook  sewer, 
where  it  crosses  Vernon  street,  on  the  condition 
in  said  order  set  forth.  Order  passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  for  the  Street  Commissioners  to  report, 
on  or  before  June  20,  the  cost  of  relocating  Heath 
street. 

Mr.  Loveil  of  Ward  1— I  would  ask  for  informa- 
tion, where  this  street  is  situated. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21— The  most  of  this  street 
is,  I  think,  in  Ward  22.  It  runs  from  Centre  street 
to  Washington  street.    It  is  rather  a  back  street. 

Mr.  Lovell— I  would  ask  what  is  meant  by  a  re- 
location. ,_ 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23— The  street  in  its  original 
form  is  very  crooked,  and  I  suppose  it  is  meant  to 
straighten  it.  I  don't  know  anything  about  this 
order,  but  if  anything  is  to  be  done  to  the  street 
It  should  be  straightened. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  payment  of  $30.33  to  Mrs.  Ellen 
Sweeney,  widow  of  Daniel  Sweeney,  an  employe 
of  the  Health  Department.  Read  twice  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pray  of 
Ward  5,  and  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  erection  of  a  two-rooms  addition 
to  Avon-place  Scnoolhouse,  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $5000.  Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1  asked  for  an  ex- 
planation of  this  order,  but  none  was  given,  and 
on  his  motion  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject was  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at 
3  o'clock. 

Mayor's  message  appointing,  subject  to  con- 
firmation, George  Co  lidge  as  Superintendent  of 
Printing  for  the  term  beginning  July  ),  A881. 

Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10— There  is  before  the 
Council  at  present  a  proposed  amendment  to  the 
ordinance  in  relation  to  printing,  which  pre- 
scribes the  term  and  method  of  appointment  of 
that  officer.  It  was  reported  two  or  three  weeks 
ago,  and  laid  over  at  the  request  of  some  mem- 
ber; probably  it  would  have  been  brought  up  for 
action  last  week,  except  for  the  sudden  adjourn- 
ment, and  will  undoubtedly  be  acted  upon  to- 
night. I  therefore  move  that  this  matter  be  laid 
upon  the  table  to  await  action  upon  that  ordi- 
nance. 

The  President — There  is  nothing  to  lay  upon  the 
table  until  some  member  moves  to  proceed  to 
ballot  on  confirmation. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  moved  to  proceed  to 
ballot,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hagar  that  motion 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

EXAMINING  COMMITTEE  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Council  con- 
sidered the  motion  to  substitute  "an  ordinance  to 


amend  an  ordinance  in  regard  to  the  Public 
Library"  (recommended  in  a  minority  report)  for 
the  ordinance  on  the  subject  recommended  io  a 
majority  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
(City  Doc.  No.  65.) 

The  question  was  upon  substitution. 

On  motion  or  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  further 
consideration  or  the  suhject  was  specially  as- 
signed to  nine  o'clock  this  evening,  on  account  of 
the  absence  of  Mr.  Wharton,  who  was  speaking 
when  the  Council  adjourned  at  the  last  meeting. 

THE  PROPOSED  CHANGE  OF  CALL  TO  PERMANENT 
FIRE  COMPANIES. 

The  following  was  received: 

office  of  the  1 

Board  of  Fire  Commissioners, 
City  Hall,  Boston,  June  9,  1881. ) 

To  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council : 
Gentlemen— The  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  order  that  it  "consider 
and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  convening 
the  call  fire  companies  into  permanent  compa- 
nies, together  with  the  expense  attending  the 
same,  and  any  other  matter  pertinent  to  the  in- 
quiry," having  considered  the  same.beg  to  report 
as  follows: 

This  department  is  divided  into  permanent  and 
call  companies. 

Permanent  companies  are  composed  of  men 
who  devote  their  whole  time  oo  the  service  of  the 
city,  wear  the  department  uniform  and  remain 
at  all  times  at  company  quarters. 

Call  companies  are  composed  of  from  one  to 
four  men,  who  are  called  permanent  members  of 
the  call  companies,  and  are  governed  by  the 
same  rules  as  permanent  men  in  permanent  com- 
panies; and  also  of  men  who  do  not  wear  the 
uniform  of  the  department  nor  sleep  in  quarters, 
but  who  live  aod  work  in  the  district  in  which 
their  company  is  located,  and  respond  to  alarms 
of  fire. 

Each  engine  company  of  the  call  force  has 
usually  from  three  to  four  permanent  men,  each 
hook  and  ladder  truck  and  hose  company  one 
permanent  man. 

All  the  companies  of  the  department  located  in 
the  city  proper  between  the  Charles  River  on  the 
north  an*!  Northampton  street  on  the  south  are 
permanent  companies,  divided  as  follows,  viz. : 
Two  chemical  engine  companies  of  three  men 
each,  three  hook  and  ladder  companies  of  twelve 
men  each,  ten  engine  companies  of  eleven  men 
each,  and  two  hose  companies  of  one  and  three 
men  each.  The  foreman  of  each  engine  and  hook 
and  ladder  company  is  paid  at  the  rate  of  twelve 
hundred  and  fifty  ($1250.00)  dollars  per  annum,  en- 
ginemen  $1200,  assistant  enginemen  $1100,  and  all 
other  permanent  hosemen  and  laddermen  $1000 
per  annum. 

The  call  men  in  the  Charlestown,  East  Boston, 
South  Boston  and  Roxbury  districts  are  paid  at 
the  rate  of  $225  per  annum ;  Dorchester,  $175  per 
annum;  West  Roxbury,  $150  per  annum;  and 
Brighton,  at  the  rate  of  $75  per  annum. 

The  number  of  men  in  each  call  company  as  at 
present  constituted,  with  salaries  per  annum  far 
each  company,  also  the  amount  per  annum  re- 
quired for  these  companies  if  changed  to  perma- 
nent on  the  basis  of  nine  men  to  an  engine  com- 
pany and  ten  men  to  each  hook  and  ladder  com- 
pany, with  the  additional  amount  required  to 
make  the  proposed  change,  can  be  seen  by  con- 
sulting the  following  table: 

East  Boston  District. 

> 
ere  » 

£3 

£* 


Company.       g  g   : 

3  :    : 

a  !  ■ 

«  .  . 

?  •  ■ 

Engine  No.    5.   3  8  11 

9.  4  7  11 

11.  8  8  11 

H.*L."         2.   1   17  18 

Hose    "         6.   1  8     9 


85,175     9  89.550  84,375 

5,875     9  9,550  3,675 

6,175     9  9,660  4,375 

4,900  10  10,260  6.350 

2,875     5  6,000  2,1-JS 


Total 12  48  60  824,000  42  843,900  819-900 
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Churlestvwn  District. 

>  > 


I   a 


Company. 


Engine  No. 

H.4I." 

27 

4     8 

12 

86,175 

9 

89,550     83,375 

n 

1  17 

1« 

4,900 

10 

10,250        5.350 

l 

1     8 

9 

2-,875 

5 

5,000        2,125 

i! 

1     8 

9 

2,875 

'!> 

9,550        6.675 

*t       11 

3 

1     8 

9 

2,875 

5 

5,000        2,125 

" 

4. 

I     8 

9 

2,875 

5 

6,000        2,125 

Total.... 

9  57 

66  822,575 

43 

844,350  821.775 

*  Ab  organized  for  an  engine  company. 
South  Boston  District. 


Engine  No 

1. 

3     8  11 

85,175     9 

89,550 

84,375 

2. 

3     8  11 

6,175     9 

9,560 

4,375 

<« 

15 

3     8  11 

5,175     9 

9,550 

4.375 

H.  &L." 

R 

1   17   18 

4,900  10 

10,250 

6,350 

fl 

18      9 

2,875      5 

5,000 

2.125 

10 

18     9 

2,876     5 

5,000 

2,125 

"       " 

la. 

18     9 

2,875      5 

,    6,000 

2,125 

L3   «5   78 

829,060  52 

853,900  824,850 

Roxbm 

y   District. 

Engine  No 

12. 

4     7   11 

85,875     9 

89,550 

83,675 

" 

13. 

4     7   11 

5,875     9 

9,560 

3,675 

<» 

1  + 

4      7   11 

6,875     9 

9.550 

3,675 

«• 

81 

3     8  11 

6,175     9 

9,550 

4,375 

** 

"4 

3     8  11 

5,175     9 

9.350 

4,375 

H.  &L." 

4 

1  15  W 

4,450  10 

10,250 

5,800 

Vi 

1  13  14 

4,000     9 

9,250 

5,250 

Hose    " 

7. 

17     8 

2,650     5 

5,000 

2,350 

Chem'l" 

3. 

2     13 

1,820     2 

2,000 

180 

"       " 

5. 

12     3 

1,200     2 

2,000 

800 

24  75  99  842,095  73  876,250  834,155 
Dorchester  District. 
Engine  No.  IB.  3     8  11     84,600     9     89,550     84-950 


H.&L.'; 

17. 
18. 
19. 

20. 
G. 
7. 

4     7   11 
3     8   11 

2  7     9 

3  8  11 
1  I"  11 
1  10  11 

5,875     9 
4,750     9 
3,475     9 
4,750     9 
2,800     7 
2,800  10 

9,550 
9,550 
9.550 
9,560 
7,000 
10,250 

3,675 
4,800 
6,075 
4,800 
4,200 
7,450 

Total.... 

17   58   75 

829,050  62 

865,000  835,950 

ttest  Ro.rbtiry  Distric 

Engine  No 
H.  A.  L.  No 
Chemical . 

28. 
10. 

.    4. 
7. 

4     8  12 
1  10  11 
13     4 
13     4 

85,400     7 
2,550     8 
1.225     2 
1,225     2 

87.300 
8,250 
2,000 
2,000 

81.900 

5,700 

775 

775 

7  24  31 

810,400   19 

819,550 

89,150 

Brighton  District. 

Engine  No 
H.  &  L.  No 
Chemical.. 

•29. 
11 
.    C 

3     8  11 
1     9  10 
13     4 

83,800     7 
1,725     9 

1,225     2 

87,300 
9,250 
2,000 

83.500 

7.525 

775 

5  20  25     80,750  18  818,550  811,800 
Recapitulation. 


East  Boston. .12     48    824,000     42    843,900    819.900 


Charlestovm...9  67 

South  Boston. 13  65 

Roxbury  Dist.24  75 

Dorchester. ..17  68 

W.Roxburv..  7  24 

Brighton 5  20 


22.675  43 

29,060  52 

42,095  73 

29,050  62 

10,400  19 

6,750  18 


44,350 
53,900 
76,250 
65.000 
19,550 
18,650 


21,775 
24,850 
34,155 
35,960 
9,150 
11,800 


Grand  total... 87  347  8163,920  309  8321.600  8157,580 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  total  amount  re- 
quired to  make  the  proposed  change  on  the  basis 
of  the  above  table  is  $157,580. 

This  board  thinks  It  would  be  inexpedient  to  go 
to  such  an  expense  as  the  above  figures  indicate. 
A  permanent  company  in  certain  sections  of  this 
city  where  a  response  to  an  alarm  ot  tire  does  not 
average  one  per  month  would  be  an  extrava- 
gance, and  not  warranted  by  any  danger  lrom 
fire  that  has  arisen  or  is  likely  to  "arise  for  some 
time  to  come  in  these  localities. 


The  board,  however,  suggests  that  the  efficiency 
of  this  department  would  be  very  much  increased 
if  a  permanent  engine  company  were  organized 
in  East  Boston,  Charlestown,  South  Boston  and 
the  Roxbury  District,  and  for  this  purpose  the 
sum  of  $20,000  would  be  ample.  An  additional  en- 
gine is  needed  in  the  Charlestown  District  in  the 
vicinity  of  Hose  2,  and  if  the  City  Council  would 
provide  an  engine  house  the  chaDge  could  be 
made  without  much  additional  expense  in  the 
matte;'  of  salaries.  One  hose  company  could  be 
dispensed  with  ii  such  a  change  were  carried  out. 
For  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners, 

John  E.  Fitzgerald, 

Chairman. 
-   Ordered  printed  and  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting  at  8.15  o'clock,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Gove  of  Ward  1. 

Mr.  Gove  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  in  order  to 
take  up  the  special  assignment  relating  to  case 
of  Enos  Wasgatt.    Lost. 

THE  OLD  STATE  HOOSE. 

Under  the  call  for  petitions,  remonstrances 
and  memorials,  Mr.  Hagar  ot  Ward  10  presented 
the  following: 

BOSTON,  June  4, 18S1. 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council— At  a  meeting  of 
the  executive  committee  of  the  Boston  Memorial 
Association.  I  was  instructed  to  acquaint  you 
with  the  fact  that  there  is  a  strong  feeling  in  the 
society  against  the  proposed  destruction  of  the 
Old  State  House.  From  communications  made  to 
me,  I  am  satisfied  the  association  is  wellnigh  or 
quite  unanimous  in  the  desire  that  a  building  of 
so  much  historic  interest  be  preserved— at  least 
■until  there  is  more  pressing  need  of  its  removal 
than  exists  at  present.  I  tnerefore  present  this 
remonstrance  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  said 
association. 

Very  respectfully, 

Prentiss  Cummings,  Secretary. 

Sent  up,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hagar. 

Under  the  call  for  reports  from  committees, 
Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  beg  leave 
to  report  that  they  have  complied  with  the  order 
of  the  City  Council,  and  have  given  a  public 
hearing  to'  the  petitioners  and  remonstrants  tor 
and  against  the  removal  of  the  Old  State  House. 
They  herewith  return  the  various  '  petitions  with 
which  they  were  intrusted,  together  with  other 
petitions  submitted  on  the  day  of  the  hearing, 
and  submit  as  their  unanimous  conclusion  that 
the  Old  State  House  should  be  retained. 
For  the  Committee, 

X.  M.  M0KBIS0N. 

The  report  was  accepted.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  majority  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Build 
ings  (being  the  six  members  whose  names  are 
appended  to  the  printed  report  relative  to  the 
restoration  of  the  Old  State  House)  desire  to  ex- 
press themselves  as  adhering  to  the  opinions  con- 
tained in  said  report  submitted  May  12  relative  to 
the  building.  They  desire  further  to  recommend 
that  authority  be  given  them  to  lease  the  build- 
ing from  July  1,  and  would  ask  for  the  passage 
of  an  order  giving  them  the  requisite  authority. 
For  the  majority  of  the  committee, 

N.  M.  Morrison. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  lease 
the  Old  State  House  for  such  time  and  upon  such 
terms  and  conditions  as  they  may  deem  best  for 
the  interests  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Whitmore— There  is  some  misunderstand- 
ing on  the  part  of  the  clerk  of  the  committee, 
and  unfortunately  the  chairman  is  not  here.  At 
the  time  this  report  was  agreed  upon  I  gave  no- 
tice that  I  should  present  a  minority  report— in 
other  words  to  simply  report  back  the  two  pre- 
vious reports.  I  therefore  move  to  substitute  for 
this  majority  report  the  minority  report  and  or- 
der which  1  submitted  before.  I  supposed  that 
was  to  be  sent  up  by  the  clerk.  I  therefore  move 
to  suln-titute  the  minority  report  an  '  order  in 
City  Document  No.  71  for  this  report  and  order. 

The  order  in  the  minority  report  referred  to 
(City  Doc.  71)  is  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Public  Huildings  oe,  and  they  hereby  are,  au- 
thorized to  proceed  to  renovate  the  old  State 
House,  on  the  expiration  of  the  present  lease, 
and  to  tit  it  up  for  occupancy  by  such  of  the  city 
departments  as  may  be  assigned  thereto,  sub- 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


stantially  in  accordance  with  the  plans  and  esti- 
mates already  furnished  by  the  city  architect: 
the  expense,  not  to  exceed  thirty-five  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  al- 
ready made  for  that  purpose. 

The  question  was  upon  substitution. 

Mr.  Whitmore— In  advocating  the  motion  to 
substitute,  I  have  nothing  to  urge  in  addition  to 
what  I  said  a  fortnight  ago;  but  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  certain  results  ob- 
tained by  the  public  hearing.  As  the  matter  is 
to  be  reported  lu  print,  I  will  briefly  state  what 
the  facts  brought  forward  and  the  conclusions 
reached  at  the  hearing  yesterday  were.  There 
was  a  request  to  tear  down  the  Old  State  House 
for  the  purpose  of  a  street  widening.  The  evi- 
dence in  favor  of  it  was  very  slight.  After  due 
consideration,  the  committee  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion embodied  in  the>r  report,  which  has  been 
accepted  tonight,  that  the  Old  State  House  should 
not  be  torn  down.  I  take  it,  therefore,  that 
this  is  a  fixed  fact,  that  the  Council  does 
not  intend  to  tear  down  the  Old  State 
House.  But  the  matter  can  be  brought  up 
at  any  time  in  a  new  form;  anybody  can 
move  to  tear  down  the  Old  State  House  the  same 
as  any  other  building.  No  new  evidence  was 
presented  on  the  subject  of  most  interest  to  the 
Council,  namely,  if  the  building  is  to  stand, 
whether  it  would  be  better  for  it  to  lie  held  by 
the  city  for  public  purposes,  or  whether  it  should 
be  leased  as  a  source  of  revenue  and  let  to  private 
parties.  On  that  subject  I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words.  I  believe  the  idea  of  economy  has  been 
abaudoned  by  almost  every  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil advocating  the  leasing  of  the  old  State  House. 
Among  all  with  whom  I  have  conversed  I  have 
yet  to  find  one  who  makes  the  pretence  that  the 
city  is  too  poor  to  lose  the  rent  of  the  building. 
Such  a  pretence  is  an  absurdity.  I  have  yet  to 
find  one  who  says  that  is  the  best  way  to  save 
fifteen  or  sixteen  thousand  dollars  a  year.  Cer- 
tainly a  Council  which  has  increased  the  appro- 
priation tor  celebrating  the  Fourth  of  July 
five  thousand  dollars,  and  shown  no  intention  to 
be  niggardly  in  other  matters,  will  not,  in  this 
season  of  general  prosperity,  undertake  to  say 
that  we  should  seek  such  a  source  of  revenue  as 
the  leasing  of  the  Old  State  House.  The  only 
objection  I  have  heard  is  that  if  the  city  takes 
this  building,  it  is  impossible  to  restore  it;  in 
other  words,  they  doubt  the  genuineness  of  the 
relic.  I  have  here  and  desire  the  members  to  look 
at  two  views  of  the  Old  State  House  in  addition 
to  the  one  I  showed  the  other  night.  The  first  is 
a  view  taken  in  1791;  the  other  is  a  view  of  the 
State-street  end  taken  in  1798.  I  am  sure  any  one 
who  looks  at  those  views,  and  also  sees  how  the 
State  House  is  today,  will  see  that  it  is  a  matter 
of  only  a  few  hundred  dollars  and  easy  possible 
execution  to  restore  the  Old  State  House  to 
the  appearance  which  it  had  in  1790  and 
1800.  In  regard  to  the  interior,  I  wish 
the  Council  to  remember  one  fact:  WheD 
these  rooms  were  occupied  and  were  the  scenes 
of  great  public  occurrences,  they  were  used  as 
public  offices.  At  i lie  time  to  which  allusion  has 
been  heretofore  made,  when  the  most  important 
and  interesting  scenes  of  the  Revolution  in  Bos- 
ton took  place  in  that  building,  those  rooms  were 
not  fitted  up  for  any  fanciful  purpose,  such  as  a 
museum,  but  were  in  use  for  public  offices. 
Therefore,  I  say  it  is  no  desecration,  no  impro- 
priety and  no  departure  from  common  custom 
for  us  to  undertake  to  restore  them  to  public  us  e 
for  offices.  Everything  can  be  kept  intact  just 
as  well  if  we  use  it  for  one  public  purpose  or 
another.  The  most  important  and  interesting 
room  in  that  building  is  substantially  as  it  was. 
The  windows,  ceilings  and  walls  are  there— ex- 
cept the  internal  finish  and  furniture.  Now,  sir, 
I  undertake  to  say,  and  I  ask  the  Council  to  be- 
lieve in  this  maiter  that  I  have  some  special 
knowledge.  When  members  of  the  legal  profes- 
sion undertake  to  give  us  their  opinions  upon 
points  of  law,  I  trust  that  every  layman  here 
listens  and  expects  to  receive  information.  On 
this  matter  1  speak  as  an  antiquarian,  believing 
that  I  know  more  than  the  average  of  humanity 
about  antiquarian  matters,  and  1  say  it  is  possi- 
ble and  feasible  to  make  that  chamber  a  fair  rep- 
resentation of  what  it  was  a  hundred  years  ago. 
The  only  change  would  be  that  instead  of  using 
it  for  the  Council  chamber  it  would  be  used  for 
the  City  Registrar's  office.  Take  a  parallel  case: 
If  during  the  Rebellion  it  had  been  used  for  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  we  should  use  it  for  the 
office  of  the  Clerk  of  Court;  nobody  w  mid  object 


if  the  clerk's  desk  stood  there  instead  of  the 
judge's  chair.  I  am  satisfied,  as  was  the  case 
with  Independence  Hall,  that  the  moment  it  is 
understood  the  city  of  Boston  is  undertaking 
to  restore  of  the  Old  State  House  what  it 
can,  we  shall  find  many  interesting  relics 
connected  with  those  times  which  will  be 
placed  there.  Those  relics  are  just  as  interesting 
to  place  in  that  room  and  make  it  an  attractive 
apartment,  whether  they  happened  to  have  been 
there  in  1775  or  1780.  For  example,  if  this  build- 
ing is  preserved,  if  we  make  it  a  museum  of  this 
kind,  as  we  can,  it  will  be  a  legitimate  use  of  that 
room  and  the  restoration  of  it  for  all  practical 
purposes.  It  has  been  said  that  this  is  a  matter 
of  sentiment.  I  claim  for  myself,  and  I  trust  for 
a  majority  of  this  Council,  that  we  are  not  going 
to  let  sentiment  run  too  far;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  are  going  to  show  h  degree  of  common 
sense  in  carrying  but  our  sentiment.  If  we  can 
collect  in  one  of  those  rooms,  and  properly  re- 
store it  so  as  to  give  the  spectator  an  iaea  of  how 
the  room  used  to  look,  and  if  we  put  things  there 
which  did  belong  there,  we  are  doing  a  good  work 
—as  much  as  the  city  of  Boston  can  do  officially 
for  such  a  purpose.  1  hope  that  in  the  course  of 
another  ten  cf  twenty  years  our  successors  will 
go  beyond  that.  I  hope  the  time  will  come  when 
public  convenience  will  allow  the  removal  of  the 
public  offices  from  the  building  to  some  large 
buildine  erected  for  the  purpose.  I  hope  to  live 
to  see  a  City  Hall  large  enough  to  contain  all  the 
public  offices.  When  that  time  comes  I  feel  sure 
that  the  greatly  enlarged  city  of  Boston  will 
thank  us  for  having  preserved  the  opportunity 
for  it  to  establish  a  city  museum.  I  do  not  look  at 
this  movement  as  a  finality,  because  all  things 
must  grow;  but  I  say  that  now  is  the  time  when 
we  must  do  what  we  can  to  preserve  the  links 
between  the  past  and  the  future.  I  wish  we 
could  afford  to  do  more;  out  in  preventing  any 
depreciation  of  the  building  and  its  surroundings 
we  are  doinsi  our  part,  and  I  hope  the  future  will 
show  that  the  city  will  do  better.  I  have  here  a 
number  of  petitions  presented  at  the  meeting 
yesterday,  all  of  which  asked  for  the  use  of  the 
building  in  this  way  .To  be  entirely  frank,  it  was 
stated  by  the  counsel  who  appeared  for  the  pres- 
ent lessees,  that  he  knew  of  one  case  where  a  gen- 
tleman had  signed  the  petition  without  reading, 
and  that  he  did  not  mean  to  ask  for  the  second 
clause.    The  petition  is  headed  in  this  manner: 

"The  undersigned  respecttully  protest  against 
the  request  now  Delore  your  honorable  body,  for 
the  removal  of  the  Old'State  House.  They  believe 
that  this  honored  memorial  of  the  Revolution 
should  be  considered  as  a  trust  held  by  the  city 
for  the  whole  country,  and  for  succeeding  genera- 
tions. No  exigency  lias  arisen  which  can  justify 
its  removal.  It  is  far  better  that  the  public 
should  submit  to  a  little  inconvenience,  rather 
than  suffer  such  an  irreparable  loss. 

"Tbey  would  further  suggest  that  the  building 
should  be  renovated  and  occupied  by  public  offi- 
ces, in  order  that  it  may  be  preserved  in  proper 
condition,  and  open  at  all  suitable  hours  to  our 
citizens  and  visitors.  The  small  economy  to  be 
effected  by  leasing  the  building  for  private  uses 
would  probably  be  offset  by  the  deterioration  of 
the  property,  and  certainly  cannot  equal  the  gain 
of  having  it  agaiu  iu  the  possession  of  the 
public." 

These  petitions  contain  about  six  hundred 
names.  They  were  obtained  without  any  solicita- 
tion by  paid  solicitors.  In  fact,  they  were  ob- 
tained'by  merely  leaving  the  documents  around 
in  various  places,  like  the  Merchants'  Exchange, 
the  Union  Club,  Somerset  Club,  Temple  Club, 
Journal  office,  and  other  places  where  persons 
come  in,  and  if  interested  in  the  subject  would 
have  an  opportunity  to  sign.  So  far  as  my  knowl- 
edge goes,  every  person  who  signed  the  petition 
understood  that  he  was  not  only  remonstrating 
against  tearing  down  the  Old  State  House,  but 
was  petitioning  the  City  Council  to  take  the 
matter  into  their  own  hands  and  carry  out  the 
renovation.  I  would  state  again  that  the  coun- 
sel for  the  lessees  stated  that  Mr.  Hyde  had 
signed  his  name  unintentionally.  I  presume  that 
was  so.  He  was  the  assistant  counsel  for  the 
lessees,  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  supposed 
he  was  assisting  his  clients  when  he  did  so.  But 
I  will  let  one  offset  the  other.  It  is  to  be  supposed 
that  when  a  person  signs  a  document — these  are 
all  on  separate  sheets  and  no  person  signed  it  with- 
out having  the  printed  reading  before  him — 
he  knows  what  he  is  signing.  1  desire  the  Coun- 
cil to  take  notice  that  we  have  the  signatures  of 
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some  six  hundred  distinguished  citizen*  of  Bos- 
ton asking  us  to  take  exactly  the  action  proposed 
by  the  minority  in  this  case.  I  do  not  intend  to 
give  the  Council  a  rehash  of  what  I  said  before, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  weariPd  them  by  what  I  have 
said  tonight.  I  trust  they  will  bear  in  mind  that 
the  money  has  been  appropriated,  about  which 
there  has  been  no  complaint  from  the  public; 
that  the  matter  has  been  commented  upon  by 
such  newspapers  as  the  Advertiser,  Journal 
and  Globe,  all  of  which  have  spoken  favor- 
ably of  taking  possession  of  the  build- 
ing and  spending  the  money  in  this  way. 
It  we  do  not  spend  the  money  in  this  way,  it  will 
probably  be  put  to  the  credit  of  the  sinking  fund 
at  the  eod  of  the  year,  and  the  citizens  will  have 
endured  tnat  much  taxation  for  nothing.  I  hope 
the  Council  will  substitute  the  order  tor  the  reno- 
vation of  the  Old  State  House  for  the  one  allow- 
ing the  leasing  of  the  building. 

Mr.  Hilton  of  Ward  5—  They  say  confession  is 
good  for  the  soul.  When  this  matter  was  under 
consideration  by  the  committee,  I  reluctantly 
agreed  to  cae  majority  reporr.  Since  then  I  have 
changed  my  mind,  and  if  it  were  before  the  com- 
mittee now  I  should  sign  the  minority  report  in 
favor  of  i  he  renovation  of  the  Old  State  House, 
for  the  reason  that  I  believe  the  building  will  be 
better  maintained  by  occupying  it  for  public  offi- 
ces than  It  can  be  if  leased  to  private  parties. 
For  that  reason  I  hope  the  motion  to  substitute 
will  prevail. 

The  motion  to  substitute  was  adopted,  and  the 
report  as  amended  was  accepted.  The  order  to 
renovate  the  Old  State  House  was  then  ordered 
to  a  second  reading,  and  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to 
suspend  the  rule,  that  it  might  be  put  upon  its 
passage  tonighr. 

.Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  l— I  hope  the  order  will  not 
take  its  second  reading  tonight.  There  has  been 
a  very  material  change  in  the  opinion  of  mem- 
bers of  this  Courcil  since  this  matter  came  uo 
before.  Where  a  change  has  been  so  sudden  as 
this,  I  think  theie  ought  not  to  be  a  suspension  nf 
the  rule,  but  those  of  us  who  are  opposed  to  this 
order,  and  were  opposed  to  it  at  the  time  it  came 
up  before,  s-hould  be  given  an  opportunity  to  see 
whether  or  not  we  are  wrong.  If  I  am  wrong  iu 
my  opinion  I  am  open  to  conviction  and  ready  to 
change;  if  I  am  not  wrong,  then  I  propose  to  say 
something  upon  tne  matter  at  the  next  meeting. 
I  therefore  hope  the  rule  will  not  be  suspended, 
ana  that  the  subject  will  go  over  to  the  next 
meeting. 

Mr.  Whitmore— After  the  very  satisfactory  vote 
taken  by  voices,  I  should  be  very  loth  to  press 
the  order  to  a  final  vote,  were  it  not  for  this  fact: 
These  leases  expire  on  the  1st  of  July.  If  the 
Council  desire  to  have  the  building  renovated,  it 
is  right  and  proper  that  the  worK  should  be  com- 
menced so  that  it  can  be  finished  this  fall,  and 
the  sooner  the  better.  If  the  order  is  passed  to- 
night, goes  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  is 
passed  there  next  Monday,  we  should  not  have 
too  much  time— I  speak  now  from  what  the  City 
Architect  lells  me,  that  it  will  be  two  or  three 
weeks  belore  he  can  finish  his  plans  of  the  work— 
and  we  ought  to  be  able  to  take  possession  on  the 
1st  of  July.  On  the  other  band,  if  It  is  intended 
to  lease  the  building  we  should  decide 
that  question  before  the  leases  expire.  I 
am      willing      to      confess     this     much":      The 

fentlemau  thinks  a  change  of  opinion 
as  taken  place.  I  was  assured  by  enough  gen- 
tlemen that  they  were  in  favor  of  the  order  to 
conclude  that,  if  the  vote  had  been  taken  a  fort- 
night ago,  the  order  would  probably  have  been 
passed.  On  the  other  hand,  without  going  into 
what  may  have  happened,  or  not  happened,  I 
have  felt  a  curious  current  of  Influence  in  favor 
of  the  lessees,  and  am  tree  to  confess  I  am  afraid 
of  any  kind  of  a  movement  which  shall  not  decide 
this  question  decisively  before  the  1st  of  July.  I 
am  afraid  we  are  contending  with  gentlemen  who 
have  a  large  money  interest  in  the  matter,  who 
are  acting  fairly  and  honestly  for  tbeir  own  in- 
terest, who  have  made  money  out  of  the  lease  and 
have  much  at  stake  there.  I  do  not  know  what 
will  be  the  effect  ut  leaving  them  in  possession  on 
the  1st  of  July,  without  having  concluded  either 
to  release  or  renovate  the  Old  State  House.  For 
thobe  reasons  1  hope  that  we  shall  proceed  to 
carry  this  vote  into  effect  tonight  and  close 
the  matter.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  wish- 
es Co  debate  the  question,  I  have  that  confidence 
in  his  ability  to  believe  he  is  ready  to  speak  on  it 
tonight.  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  if  he 
urges  his  reasons  tonight  he  will   be  able  to  put 


them  in  as  good  form  as  he  will  at  the  next  meet- 
ing. I  have  heard  him  speak  on  other  subjects 
without  preparation  and  know  he  can  speak 
promptly  and  to  the  point.  I  think  the  pretence 
that  he  is  unprepared  arises  from  his  exceeding 
bashruloess. 

Mr.  Gove — I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12.  However,  the  facts  stand 
in  this  way:  There  was  a  hearing  given  by  the 
committee  yesterday  afternoon.  I  did  not  know 
that  the  hearing  was  to  take  place,  and  was  in- 
formed that  it  was  going  on  when  I  came  into  the 
hall.  I  came  up  here  and  could  not  remain.  I  had 
not  the  least  idea  that  the  hearing  would  be  closed 
then,  and  that  the  committee  would  report  so 
soon.  I  have  not  taken  the  subject  sufficiently 
into  consideration  to  speak  upon  it,  but  I  should 
wish  to  prepare  myself  before  speaking,  for  it  is 
a  matter  of  cooBiderable  gravity.  Although  I 
may  once  or  twice  have  spoken  without  prepara 
tion,  this  is  a  subject  that  I  do  not  wish  to  speak 
upon  without  preparation.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  committee  having  had  but  one  hearing,  and 
coming  in  so  suddenly  with  the  report,  that  final 
action  should  not  be  taken  until  the  next  meet- 
ing. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  hope  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  1  is  not  speaking  in  the  interests  of 
the  gentleman  of  East  Boston,  who  is  lessee  of 
the  nuilding,  because  it  must  be  apparent  that  if 
the  lease  is  taken  away  he  will  be  money  out  of 
pocket.  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is 
entirely  right  on  this  question,  and  suggest  that 
it  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  President — It  may  have  to  be  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  it  requires  two-thirds  to  suspend 
the  rule. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  understand  that 
yesterday  there  was  a  public  hearine  on  this 
question,  and  that  the  evidence  taken  is  to  be 
printed.  It  is  clear  upon  the  face  of  tf-e  thing 
that  if  we  decide  this  matter  tonight,  there  will 
"e  no  earthly  object  in  having  that  printed  evi- 
dance  submitted  to  us.  If  we  decide  to  repair  the 
building  and  use  it  tor  city  offices,  that  virtually 
is  deciding  to  retain  the  Old  State  House  as  ap- 
proximately near  its  old  condition  as  possible. 
If  we  decide  that  question' tonight,  we  do  away 
with  the  necessity  of  hearing  any  report  from 
the  committee  which  gave  the  healing  yesterday. 
We  do  away  with  the  necessity  of  having  that 
printed  evidence  submitted  to  us.  Now,  I  must 
say  that  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
1,  that  in  this  matter  the  rule  should  not  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  question  should  go  over 
for  another  week,  in  order  that  we  may  have  the 
evidence  taken  at  the  hearing  yesterday  oefore 
us,  so  that  we  may  see  what  is  public  opinion  iu 
regard  to  the  removal  of  the  Old  State  House. 
That  was  the  object  tor  which  the  subject  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee;  that  was  the  object  for 
which  the  committee  gave  the  hearing  yesterday. 

Mr.  Whitmore — Is  the  gentleman  aware  that 
the  committee  have  reported  upon  the  subject  of 
the  hearing  yesterday,  and  that  the  report  has 
been  accepted? 

Mr.  Wharton— I  understand  so,  and  also  under- 
stand that  we  are  to  have  the  evidence  printed. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  will  be  sent  in  at  some  other 
time. 

Mr.  Wharton— For  that  reason  I  say  that  we 
should  wait. 

Mr.  Whiimore— The  evidence  was  all  to  the 
same  effect.  In  fact,  all  that  Could  be  called  evi- 
dence was  in  favor  of  tearing  down  the  build- 
ing. After  hearinir  the  evidence  the  committee 
voted  against  tearing  down  the  building,  as  has 
been  reported  to  the  Council,  and  their  report 
has  been  accepted.  The  hearing  consisted  nr-in- 
ly  of  expressions  of  opinion  by  gentlemen  pres- 
ent. Many  were  strongly  in  favor  of  my  view  of 
the  subject;  one  or  two  said  it  had  better  be  torn 
down,  and  there  was  no  presentation  of  facts  and 
figures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cornell  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 

The  rule  was  suspended — 41  for,  11  against— and 
the  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put,  upon 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1— I  will  state  frankly  that 
I  am  not  prepared  to  speak  upon  this  subject  at 
all  tonight.  I  am  surprised  that  the  matter  has 
come  in  as  it  has.  and  think  the  order  not  to  pass. 
When  this  matter  was  before  the  Council  two 
weeks  ago,  from  conversation  with  others,  twas 
thoroughly  satisfied  that  there  was  a  large  num- 
ber of  me.ubers  who  were  guing  to  vote  to  con- 
tinue the  use  of  that   building  the  same  as  it  has 
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been  for  many  years,  and  tbat  it  was  to  be  leased 
and  occupied  oy  various  parties.  Since  then,  as 
the  result  shows,  there  has  been  a  very  material 
change  in  the  opinion  of  many  members  of  the 
Council.  Perhaps  before  I  say  any  more  I  ought 
to  remark  that  Mr.  Bowker,  the  lessee  of  that 
building,  has  not  seen  me,  or  had  anybody  see  me 
or  consult  me,  or  have  any  talk  with  me,  by, 
through  or  with  any  party  or  parties,  in  regard 
to  this  matter,  and  f  do" not  know  whether  he 
wants  another  lease  or  not,  and  don't  care  wheth- 
er he  does  or  not.  Eut  I  say  the  use  of  that  build- 
ing for  offices  for  departments  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment will  be  just  as  much  a  desecration  of 
that  building  as  it  will  to  let  it  for  lawyers, 
railroads,  or  any  other  kind  of  offices.  You  may 
take  it  any  way  you  want  to;  it  will  be  used,  if 
the  Government  offices  ai-e  put  in  there,  for  legal 
and  commercial  business;  and  it  there  is  any  dif- 
ference between  the  use  of  that  building  by  the 
departments  of  the  City  Government  and  the  use 
of  it  for  the  practice  of  the  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth, I  fail  to  see  it.  Now  then,  it  seems  to  me 
from  the  argumpnts  that  have  been  made  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter  that  we  are  afraid  that  if  the 
order  put  in  by  the  minority  is  not  accepted  and 
adopted,  and  the  money  spent  for  renovating 
that  place,  that  any  time  the  building  may  come 
down.  I  do  not  believe  in  that.  I  believe  we 
should  keep  all  of  our  old  historical  landmarks  as 
long  as  they  will  last.  But  the  idea  of  using  this 
building  for  offices  fortheCity  Government  seems 
to  me  to  be  absolutely  ridiculous.  In  the  first  pi  ace 
we  have  offices  where  those  departments  are  now, 
which  are  more  convenient,  better  arranged  and 
better  suited  to  those  who  are  brought  in  contact 
with  them,  th*n  can  be  done  down  there  in  the 
Old  State  House.  The  time  is  soon  coming  when 
the  present  Court  House  will  be  for  the  us  ■.  of  the 
city  fathers,  to  do  with  as  they  think  best,  and 
then  there  will  be  an  opportunity  to  put  in  these 
offices  and  officers  where  they  will  be  handy  to 
City  Hall;  but  to  cart  them  down  there,  and  then 
in  a  few  years  change  them  again,  seems  to  be 
absurd.  I*  am  suffering  from  a  severe  cold  to- 
night, and  probably  shall  speak  upon  some  other 
matters  which  will  come  befoie  the  Council; 
therefore  I  will  not  weary  the  Council  with  any 
further  remarks.  But  it  does  seem  to  me  that 
the  Council  are  really  not  sufficiently  conversant 
with  this  matter,  and  that  when  members  urge 
tbat  it  should  be  laid  over  until  the  next  meeting, 
it  seems  to  me  that  it  should  be  done. 

Mr.  Pope  of  Ward  9—1  have  not  seen  the  lessee 
of  this  building— do  not  know  who  he  is,  and  if  I 
have  seen  him  I  do  not  know  him.  Mr.  President 
ana  gentlemen,  I  do  not  feel  that  I  would  be  held 
exactly  guiltless  if  I  sat  here  and  failed  to  enter 
my  protest  against  laying  out  .135,000  on  this 
building.  It  reminds  me  of  the  time  when  the 
old  elm  fell— if  the  City  Government  had  gone 
there  that  morning,  propped  up  the  pieces  and 
put  them  together,  and  let  the  tablet  remain. 
That  is  the  way  to  set  out  a  new  elm.  It  seems  to 
me  that  is  almost  the  argument  produced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12.  He  says  we  can  fix 
this  Old  State  House  as  it  was,  and  fix  that  room 
as  it  was.  Will  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
promise  to  put  in  the  identical  roof  of  the  Old 
State  House?  Will  the  gentleman  promise  to 
put  in  the  august  robes  worn  by  those  gentlemen? 

Mr.  Whitmore— Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Pope— Will  you  promise  to  put  there  the 
same  old  chair  that  the  governor  sat  in  ?  The 
gentleman  says  he  will.  The  other  night  he  said 
he  could  not,  but  would  put  in  like  material.  I 
think  I  can  say  without  fear  of  successful  con- 
tradiction that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  man 
to  put  in  the  same  material  which  was  in  that 
building.  The  gentleman  says  no.  I  have  my 
doubts  about  it.  I  do  not  think  the  City  Archi- 
tect or  anybodv  else  can  go  there  and  fix  the 
building  as  it  originally  was.  I  am  opposed  to 
laying  oat  $35,0110  ot  the  people's  money  upon  the 
Old  State  House.  The  people  do  not  appear  here 
in  large  numbers  to  prevent  the  destruction 
of  the  building,  but  they  are  desirous  of  haviDg 
it  preserved  as  it  is.  After  $35,000  are  laid  out 
upon  it,  I  should  think  it  would  be  vastly 
improved.  If  we  go  on  laying  our,  $35,000 
every  ten  years,  we  shall  have  an  Old  State 
House  for  endless  ages.  The  time  will  never 
come  when  we  shall  not  have  the  Old  State  House 
there.  How  soon  do  we  know  but  another  appro 
priation  will  be  asked  for  to  improve  the  build- 
ing? I  hope  the  Council  will  not  vote  this  money. 
I  hope  the  building  will  be  preserved  as  it  is. 
Talk  about  preserving  it  better  by  holding  it  for 


city  offices  than  by  occupying  it  for  private 
offices!  I  never  heard  that  legislation  preserved 
the  building,  and  I  am  in  favor  of  keeping  it  as 
it  is.  I  hope  the  Council  will  vote  to  let  it  re- 
main as  it  is,  and  that  the  city  will  reap  the  usual 
revenue  from  it. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  25— It  seems  to  me  that  if 
gentlemen  are  allowed  to  talk  on,  the  building 
will  tumble  down  before  we  get  through  with  the 
argument.  Therefore,  I  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  order  to  renovate  the  old  State  House  was 
passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  mo ?ed  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

NO    ACTION  NECESSARY. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
respectfully  report  no  action  necessary  on  the  ac- 
companying petition  of  Dora  Bridgham  and 
others,  for  the  abatement  of  a  nuisanoe  en  lands 
belonging  to  the  city,  and  in  charge  of  this  com- 
mittee, on  Harrison  avenue,  between  Brookline 
and  Newton  streets. 

For  the  Committee, 

James  G.  Freeman. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

UNUSED    CITY    LAND   AND    BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  offered  an  order— Tbat 
the  various  standing  committees  and  heads  of  de- 
partments report  in  detail  to  the  City  Council  the 
land  and  buildings  in  charge  of  or  under  control 
of  said  committees  and  departments  respectively, 
not  occupied  at  present  for  city  purposes,  and 
when  such  lands,  with  inrt  without  buildings, 
were  acquired  by  the  city.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

BRIGHTON  POOR  FARM. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  2  offered  an  order— That 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  to  sell  by  pub- 
lic auction,  at  such  time  and  upou  such  terms 
as  they  shall  deem  desirable,  the  estate  belonging 
to  the  city,  and  in  charge  of  said  committee,  at 
Brighton,  known  as  the  Brighton  Poor  Farm. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  :,econd  reading,  ana 
Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  2  moved  to  suspend  the 
rule. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  asked  for  an  explana- 
tion of  the  order. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  2—1  believe  that  the 
party,  atter  getting  a  lease  of  the  property,  sent 
it  back,  stating  that  he  did  not  wish  it.  I  under- 
stand some  of  the  Brighton  people  drove  him  off 
the  land,  and  there  is  some  objection  to  having 
him  there. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  passed. 
Sent  up. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  2  offered  an  order— That 
his  Honor  the  Mayor  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  author- 
ized to  cancel  the  lease  given  by  the  city  March  7. 
1881,  to  Willard  E.  Dickey,  for  a  term  of  seven 
years  from  April  1,  1881,  of  the  real  estate  at 
Brighton,  belonging  to  the  city  and  known  as 
the  Brighton  Poor  Farm  estate,  said  lessee  hav- 
ing refused  to  occupy  the  estate  and  having  sur- 
rendered his  lease  to  the  city. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1 — That  is  rather  a  curious 
way  of  doing  business.  I  would  inquire  if  the 
man  is  good  for  anything. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  2—1  believe  not.  Mr.  Free- 
man understands  the  case  more  fully  than  I  do. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— The  man  has  cleared 
out,  and  cannot  be  found.  We  only  want  to  get 
the  farm  back  into  our  possession. 

Mr.  Gove— I  have  nothing  more  to  say. 

Mr.  Lauten — I  would  like  to  know  why  the  les- 
see does  not  keep  the  land.  There  seems  to  have 
been  no  explanation  of  that. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25—  I  can  assure  the  gen- 
tleman that  he  was  not  a  native  of  Brighton,  or 
he  would  not  have  gone  back  on  his  lease. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

PROPOSED  PERMANENT  MUSIC  STAND  ON  THE 
COMMON. 
Mr.  Doyle  or  Ward  8  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds  be 
requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of  causing 
a  permanent  music  stand  to  be  erected  on  the 
Common.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

RESTRICTIONS  ON  PUBLIC  LANDS  SOLD. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  2  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  report  an  ordi- 
nance providing  that  all  public  land  hereafter  sola 
by  the  city  shall  be  conveyed  subject  to  restric- 
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tions  instead  of  conditions,  except  where  the 
same  has  come  into  possession  ot  the  city  subject 
to  conditions. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  suggest  that  the  order 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Freeman— I  will  give  an  explanation  of  the 
order.  The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  convey 
all  lands  subject  to  conditions.  They  are  con- 
stantly having  applications  from  parties  to  have 
the  condnions  changed  to  restrictions,  and  so 
far  as  my  knowledge  goes  they  have  always  com- 
plied with  the  request.  I  think  the  time  is  coin- 
fng  when  all  deeds  of  the  city  will  be  made  with 
restrictions  instead  of  conditions.  The  City 
Solicitor  will  not  change  the  form  of  the  deed 
unless  authorized  by  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore  —  I  understand  this  will  oblige 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  report  an  ordi- 
nance. We  ought  to  have  some  chance  to  take 
ihe  City  Solicitor's  opinion  whether  it  is  a  thing 
we  ought  to  do.  I  w  uld  suggest  that  the  com- 
mittee be  instructed  to  consider  the  propriety  of 
doing  so.  If  they  consider  it  proper  they  will  re- 
port an  ordinance.  I  do  not  think  the  committee 
ought  to  be  instructed  to  report  an  ordinance  on 
so  important  a  subject  without  full  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Freeman — The  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
have  already  consulted  the  City  Solicitor,  and  he 
recommends  that  an  ordinance  be  passed  that  all 
needs  hereafter  shall  be  subject  to  restrictions 
instead  of  conditions.  If  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances object  to  such  an  oidinance  they  can  op- 
pose it  when  they  bring  it  in.  The  Sub-Commit- 
tee of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  consulted 
the  City  Solicitor  and  he  recommends  it. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  think  the  order 
ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances. 

Mr.  Wharton— Mav  I  ask  whether  this  comes 
from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands? 

Mr.  Freeman— It  does,  and  was  considered  by 
them  at  their  last  meeting. 

Mr.  Wharton— Then  I  should  say  that  the  expe- 
diency of  passing  sucn  a':  ordinance  has  been 
considered,  and  that  it  i3  proper  to  direct  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  to  report  such  an  ordi- 
nance. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  desire  to  say  that,  if  these  few 
explanations  which  we  have  succeeded  in  drag- 
ging from  the  committee  bad  been  made  in  the 
first  place,  I  should  not  have  moved  to  refer.  I 
therefore  withdraw  my  motion. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

PRIVIES  FOR  WINCHELL  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  whom 
was  referred  the  accompanying  order,  namely, 
"To  purchase,  lor  the  sum  of  $2000,  a  vacant  lot 
of  land  adjoining  the  yard  of  theWinchell  School- 
house  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  suit- 
able privies  for  said  school,"  beg  leave  to  report 
that  no  action  is  required,  as  the  orderis  not  prop- 
erly before  them.  The  oidinance  requires  that 
whenever  land  shall  be  required  for  school  pur- 
poses, a  statement  shall  first  have  been  received 
from  the  School  Committee  stating  the  necessity 
for  such  purchase.  In  this  case  no  such  state- 
ment has  been  received  by  the  City  Council. 
For  the  Committee, 

N.  M.  Morrison. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

SEVENTEENTH  OF  JUNE. 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  16  offered  an  order— That  all 
persons  employed  by  the  city  of  Boston,  whose 
services  are  not  indispensable,  be  granted  a  holi- 
day, without  loss  of  pay,  on  Friday,  June  17,  1881, 
the  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 
Passed.    Sent  up. 

STORAGE  OF  GUNPOWDER  IX  TENEMENT    HOUSES. 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  16  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  be  requested  to 
take  such  action  as  may  lie  within  their  power, 
to  prohibit  the  storage  ot  gunpowder  in  tenement 
houses. 

Mr.  Barry— My  attention  has  been  called  to  a 
party  in  Boston  who  has  gunpowder  for  sale— to 
what  amount  I  don't  know,  but  from  the  size  of 
the  ca-ks  I  should  say  from  fltty  to  one  hundred 
pounds.  It  is  stored  in  a  house  located  on  the 
corner  of  three  streets,  and  In  it  are  probably 
seventy  souls.  There  may  be  twelve  to  fifteen 
tenement  families  in  that  bouse.  1  have  no  doubt 
there  are  other  such  cases  in  the  city,  and  I  have 


offered  this  order  to  inquire  to  have   the  Fire 
Commissioners  prevent  them. 
The  order  was  passeo.    Sent  up. 

FIRE-ALARM   BELL    IN   EAST    BOSTON. 

Mr.  Lo  veil  ot  Ward  1  gave  notice  that  at  the  next 
meeting  he  should  call  for  it  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department  on  the  order  relative 
to  a  fire-alarm  bell  in  East  Boston. 

VISIT  TO  SUDBURY  RIVER  WATERWORKS. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  offered  an  order- 
That  the  City  Messenger  be  oirected  to  make 
suitable  arrangements  for  the  annual  visit  ou  the 
28th  ot  June,  1881,  of  the  Common  Council,  the 
Mayor  and  his  clerk,  the  clerk  and  assistant  clerk 
of  the  Common  Council,  the  Boston  Water 
Boaid  and  the  clerk  of  said  board,  tbe  City  Engi- 
neer and  assistant,  the  Water  Registrar  and  the 
reporters  of  the  proceedings  of  the  City  Couucil 
to  the  works  for  the  introduction  ot  Water  from 
Sudbury  River;  the  expense  attending  the  same 
to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund  of  tbe  Com- 
mon Council.    Passed. 

FOREST  AND  OAKLAND  GARDENS  FOR  FOURTH  OF 
JULY. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  offered  an  order — 
That  the  Sub-Committee  on  Children's  Entertain- 
ments for  the  Fourth  of  July  be  and  they  are 
hereby  instructed  not  to  hire,  for  such  purposes, 
either  Forest  or  Oakland  Garden. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16— The  reason  I  bring 
ir.  this  order  is,  there  is  a  petition  from  the  par- 
ties owning  those  gardens  to  let  them  for  chil- 
dren's entertainments  on  the  Fourth  of  July.  It 
has  been  left  to  the  sub-committee,  and  I  claim  it 
would  n't  be  right  to  do  it.  It  is  proposed  to 
take  the  children  out  the.  e  from  the  North  End 
and  West  End.  There  might  be  danger  of  acci- 
dent, and  therefore  I  have  brought  iu  this  order 
and  hope  it  will  pass. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  know  nothing  about 
the  merits  of  this  question  one  way'or  the  other, 
but  it  seems  to  me  it  is  a  matter  which  ought  to 
be  left  to  tbe  sub-committee.  I  do  not  know  that 
the  committee  bas  been  aopointed,  but  it  seems 
to  me  it  should  be  left  to  them. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  A  similar  case  happened  in  a  previous 
year,  and  the  point  was  raised  that  we  do  not 
know  any  such  body  as  the  sub-committee  on 
that  subject.  There  is  a  committee  on  tbe  cele- 
bration of  the  Fourth  of  July,  and  that  is  the 
only  body  the  Council  has  any  knowledge  of.  If 
the  gentleman  wishes  to  instruct  the  Committee 
on  Fourth  of  July,  that  is  one  thing;  but  I  raise 
the  point  that  there  is  no  such  body  kndwn  to 
this  Council  as  the  sub-comnnttee  ou  children's 
entertainments,  and  the  order  in  not  in  order. 

The  President  ruled  the  point  well  taken. 

PROPOSED     REMOVAL    OF    POLICE    COMMISSIONER 
WALKER. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1  offered  tbe  following: 

Whereas,  Section  2  of  the  ordinance  entitled 
"An  ordinance  to  establish  the  salaries  of  the 
members  of  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners 
of  the  city  of  Boston,"  passed  on  the  14th  day  of 
June,  1878,  prescribes  that  tbe  members  of  said 
board  shall  devote  their  time  to  the  duties  of  the 
office,  and  shall  not  actively  engage  In  any  other 
business;  and 

Whereas,  Said  Police  Commissioners  are,  by 
virtue  of  their  office,  at  the  head  of  a  department 
of  tbe  City  Government  whose  duty  it  is  to  direct 
and  bring  before  the  courts  all  persons  who  have 
violated  the  criminal  laws  ot  the  Commonwealth 
and  the  ordinances  of  the  city,  in  order  that  such 
persons  may  be  dealt  with  according  to  law;  and 

Whereas,  On  the  8th  day  of  June,  1881,  Henry 
Walker,  one  of  said  Police  Commissioners,  ap- 
peared before  the  Municipal  Court  of  the  city  of 
Boston  for  the  transaction  of  criminal  business, 
as  counsel  for  the  defendant  in  a  bastardy  proc- 
ess, and 

Whereas,  The  said  Henry  Walker  lias,  while 
holding  the  office  of  Police  Commissioner,  ap- 
peared at  various  times  and  in  various  courts,  as 
counsel  in  -utts  pending  in  said  courts,  contrary 
to  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  ordinance:  it  is 
therefore 

Ordered,  That  Henry  Walker  be  and  he  hereby 
is  removed  from  the  office  of  Police  Commissioner 
of  the  city  of  Boston. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gove,  to  the  Special 
Committee  on  the  oiders  to  remove  Police  Com- 
missioners Jones  and  Gargau.    Mr.  Gove  moved 
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a  reconsideration,  hoping   it    would  not  prevail. 
Lost. 

THERMOMETER  REFUSED. 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  he  requested  to 
place  one  of  the  large-sized  circular  thermome- 
ters under  the  clock  in  the  Council  chamber. 

Refused  a  second  reading. 

TIME  OF  PAYING  LABORERS. 

Mr.  Folan  of  Ward  13  offered  an  order— That  all 
laborers  employed  by  the  city  of  Boston  at  a  rate 
of  wages  not  exceeding  two  dollars  per  day  be 
paid  at  intervals  not  exceeding  fourteen  days. 
Specially  assigned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Folan.  to 
eight  o'clock  P.  M.,  at  the  next  meeting— 27  tor, 
19  against. 

THE  CASE  OF  OFFICER  WASGATT. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment for  —  o'clock  P.  M.,  viz.: 

Order  to  rescind  the  order  of  July  10, 1868,  to 
pay  $3  per  day  to  Enos  Wasgatt  from  the  police 
appropriation. 

The  question  was  upon  giviDg  the  order  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Mr.  Welch  of  Ward  7— The  committee  to  whom 
this  subject  was  referred,  having  fully  considered 
the  same,  were  unanimous  that  the  order  ought 
to  be  rescinded.  Officer  Wasgatt,  who  was  in- 
jured in  tne  draft  riot  some  years  ago,  has  re- 
sided in  Jacksonville,  Florida,  where,  the  com- 
mittee have  ascertained,  he  has  been  carrying  on 
the  business  of  an  undertaker,  at  the  same  time 
drawing  full  pay  from  the  city  of  Boston.  It  is 
some  years  since  he  was  injured,  and  the  com- 
missioners stated  that  the  last  time  they  saw  him 
he  was  in  apparent  good  health.  He  is  in  good 
circumstances,  and  the  possessor  of  some  prop- 
erty, and  having  no  family.  The  commissioners 
think  it  is  no  more  tnan  "right  that  this  order 
should  he  rescinded  and  Mr.  Wasgatt  placed  upon 
the  regular,  pension  list,  where  he  will  receive  a 
dollar  a  day. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1— I  hope  the  order  will  not 
be  rescinded,  this  Mr.  Wasgatt,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  7  states,  was  injured  eighteen 
years  ago.  That  was  a  time  when  a  good  many 
men  were  patriotic  and  did  their  duty.  At  that 
time  Mr.  Wasgatt  was  doing  his  duty  as  a  police 
officer,  and  had  for  his  beat  the  territory  where 
Prince  street  is.  There  was  a  draft  for  troops, 
and  the  United  States  marshals,  by  their  depu- 
ties, were  serving  notices  upon  the  parties  who 
had  been  drafted.  The  feeling  was  intense  down 
mere.  The  people  had  been  stirred  up  by  some 
infamous  creatures,  and  whoever  went  down 
there. to  serve  those  notices  they  were  bound  to 
attack,  and  each  and  every  police  officer  in  that 
part  of  the  city  knew  it,  and  knew  that  whoever 
stepped  in  to  interfere  between  the  mob  and  the 
officers  to  serve  thtir  precepts  was  almost  sure  to 
meet  his  death.  Mr.  Wasgatt  was  the  only  man 
in  the  city  of  Boston  who  stepped  in  between  the 
mob  and  those  officers,  and  protected  those  offi- 
cers; and  while  performing  not  only  a  patriotic 
but  a  martyr's  duly,  he  was  knocked  clown,  tram- 
pled upon,  and  injured  so  severely  that  he  was 
continually  upon  the  pay  rolls  of  the  city  of  l;os- 
ton  until  1868,  five  years  atterwards,  with  the  reg- 
ular pay  that  a  police  officer  had.  At  that  time 
the  question  came  up  a-  to  whether  the  city  had 
the  right  to  pay  him  in  that  way,  and  there  Was 
no  question  but  what  ic  had  no  right  to  do  so  un- 
til an  order  was  passed.  Thereupon  petitions 
signed  by  a  great  many  of  the  citizens  of  Boston 
—well-known  gentlemen,  not  only  gentlemen  who 
were  patriotic,  tut  common  civilians  who  had 
no  political  interest  in  the  case,  petitioned  the 
City  Government  that  this  man  be  continued 
upon  the  payrolls,  and  receive  that  amount  of 
money.  That  matter  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  and  on  July  6  the  committee 
made  the  following  report: 

"In  Board  of  Aldermen,  July  6, 1868. 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Police  on 
the  subject  of  extending  aid  to  Enos  Wasgatt,  a 
police  officer  injured  while  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duty,  and  also  the  petitions  of  George  P.  San- 
ger, Totman  Willey  and  many  others,  that  an  al- 
lowance be  made  from  the  City  Treasury  in  aid  of 
Mr.  Wasgatt,  having  carefully  considered  the 
subject  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 
Mr.  Wasgatt  was  appointed  a  member  of  the 
police  forc.e  in  1854.  The  Injuries  which  disabled 
him  were  received  at  the  beginning  of  the  out- 
break at  the  North  End  of  the  city  known  as  the 
"Draft  Riot,"  on   the   14th  of  August,  1803:    His 


record  as  a  member  of  the  deparfneut  up  to  the 
date  of  his  injuries  is  that  of  a  brave  and  ener- 
getic officer.  For  nine  years  he  performed  an 
arduous  duty  in  a  manner  always  satisfactory  to 
his  superior  officers,  aDd  frequently  in  a  manner 
which  won  their  special  commendation.  On  tne  oc- 
casion of  the  riot  in  1863,  his  beat  happened  to  be 
in  the  neighborhood  where  the  first  outbreak 
took  place.  The  draft  had  been  made  by  the 
United  States  marshals  a  few  days  before,  and 
two  subordinate  officers  of  the  Government  were 
engaged  in  distributing  notices  to  the  persons 
whose  names  had  been  drawn.  In  Prince  street 
they  were  suddenly  set  upon  by  a  mob  composed 
of  men  and  women,  who  had  by  misrepresenta- 
tions been  excited  to  perfect  madness.  Mr.  Was- 
gatt hastened  to  the  spot,  and  with  a  courage 
worthy  of  the  highest  commendation  threw  him- 
self between  the  retreating  officers  and  the  mob. 
He  knew  the  excited  stale  of  feeling;  he  knew 
that  he  was  risking  his  life;  and  he  knew  too  the 
value  which  such  a  stand,  at  such  a  critical  mo- 
ment, would  have  on  the  side  of  law  and  order. 
He  was  pressed  upon,  finally  struck  down  and 
cruelly  beaten  and  trampled  upon  by  the  frenzied 
multitude.  His  injuries  were  at  first  supposed  to 
be  fatal;  but  a  strong  constitution  has  kept  him 
alive— maimed  in  body  and  broken  in  spirit, 
his  name  was  retained  on  the  pay  roll  of  the  Po- 
lice Department  until  the  20th  of  Match  last.when 
the  Committee  on  Police  felt  that  they  would  not 
be  authorized  to  continue  the  allowance  without  a 
special  order  of  the  City  Council.  The  Committee 
on  Claims  have  given  Mr.  Wasgatt's  claim  care- 
ful consideration;  and  they  are  unanimously  of 
the  opinion  that  be  should  be  allowed  a  sufficient 
sum  from  the  City  Treasury  to  enable  him  to  live 
comfortably  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Such 
an  allowance  should  be  made  not  only  in  justice 
to  this  brave  officer,  but  also  as  an  indication  of 
the  readiness  of  the  City  Government  to  recog- 
nize their  obligations  to  those  who  serve  the  city 
promptly,  faithfully  and  bravely.  The  committee 
would  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  "he 
accompanying  order. 

"For  the  Committee, 

"Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Chairman. 

"Ordered,  ihat  until  otherwise  ordered  there 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  Enos  Wasgatt,  who  re- 
ceived permanent  injuries  while  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duty  as  a  member  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment, the  .-um  of  three  dollars  pet  day,  payable 
monthly;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the" appropri- 
ation for  the  Police  Department. 

"In   Board   of   Aldermen,  July  6,   1868.     Read 
twice  auu  passed.    Sent  down  for  concurrence. 
•'G.  W.  Messikger,  Chairman. 

"In  Common  Couucil,  July  9, 1868.    Concurred. 
"Charles  H.  Allen,  President. 

"Approved  10th  July,  1868. 

"Nathaniel  B.  Shurtleff,  Mayor." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  besides  those  petitions 
and  the  testimony  before  them,  the  committee 
also  had  the  certificate  of  the  City  Physician, 
which  is  substantially  the  same  as  set  forth  in  the 
report.  The  memoers  of  the  committee  were 
Samuel  C.  Cobb,  Edward  A.  White  and  Newton 
Talbot  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
Alexander  Wadsworth,  Michael  Carney  and 
Charles  W.  Butler  on  the  part  of  the  Common 
Council.  Now  then,  we  will  take  another  step  in 
this  matter.  One  paper  that  they  did  not  have 
before  them  was  a  certificate  given  by  the  City 
Physician  in  1869,  which  is  as  follows: 

"Office  of  City  Physician,     ) 
City  Hall,  Boston,  Nov.  22, 1869.  j 

"This  may  certify  that  I  have  this  day  exam- 
ined Mr.  Enos  Wasgatt,  and  in  view  of  his  past 
condition  and  the  circumstances  attending  his 
case,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  he  requires  a 
change  of  climate  to  a  warmer  one,  and  that  he 
will  be  materially  helped  by  such  a  change. 
William  Read,  M.  D., 

City  Physician." 

The  same  man  signed  this  certificate  who  gave 
the  certificate  which  was  before  the  committee. 
Now  this  matter  came  up  in  1878  and  the  Police 
Committee  reported  the  following  order,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  14,  in  front  of  me  [Mr. 
Clapp],  was  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Council : 

"Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  July  10,  1868, 
authorizing  the  payment  from  the  appropriation 
for  Police  of  t/he  sum  of  three  dollars  per  day  to 
Enos  Wasgatt,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  re- 
scinded, and  that  the  Police  Commissioners  be 
authorized  and  requested  to  retire  the  sail  Was- 
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gate  and  to  allow  him  the  sum  of  three  dollars 
per  day,  payab'e  from  the  pension  fund." 

The  committee  had  been  old  all  the  facts 
stated  by  the  chairman  of  the  Police  Committee 
on  the  part  of  the  Council,  they  had  examined 
into  all  the  statements  and  found  that  tbey  were 
untrue  and  false.  I  am  informed  that  in  1873  Mr. 
Wasgatt  allowed  his  name  to  be  used  with  one  C. 
O  Livingston  of  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  as  though  he 
was  a  partner  with  bim  in  the  undertaking  busi- 
ness, but  since  that  time  his  name  has  never  been 
used;  that  he  has  never  been  a  partner  with  him, 
and  has  never  been  in  business  since  he  was 
struck  down  by  the  mob  at  the  North  End.  I  am 
iniormed  that  by  reason  of  one  of  the  injuries  re- 
ceived there,  one  of  his  hands  is  all  destroyed, 
ana  the  cords  are  so  straitened  and  stiffened 
that  he  cannot  use  it.  I  never  saw  the  man  and 
do  not  km>w  anything  about  the  case  except 
what  I  have  read  and  what  has  been  explained  to 
me.  But  I  submit  that  after  the  matter  has  been 
gon6  through  with  thoroughly  and  carefully,  that 
after  the  committee  of  1878  sent  down  to  Florida 
and  made  inquiries  of  people  whom  they  knew 
there;  that  they  sent  tu  the  worshiplul  mas- 
ter of  uue  of  the  lodges  of  Masons  down 
there,  and  made  various  inquiries  in  ref- 
erence to  Mr.  Wasgatt,  and  after  they  reported 
that  this  man  ought  to  continue  to  receive  the 
same  sum  of  money  per  day  that  he  had  been  re- 
ceiving for  a  long  lime,  it  is  not  tor  the  present 
Police  Commission  to  come  in  here  and  ask  to 
have  that  order  rescinded  unless  they  can  show 
by  proper  and  competent  testimony  that  that 
which  has  been  found  by  another  commission  to 
be  untrue  ana  wrongfully  stated,  is  untrue,  and 
that  the  report  of  1878  was  not  in  accordance 
with  the  facts. 

Mr.  Lauten— How  old  is  the  gentleman  at  the 
present  lime? 

Mr.  Gove— He  is  sixty  years  old.  I  was  coming 
to  that  point  in  a  moment.  This  committee  have 
not  given  Mr.  Wasgatt  a  bearing.  They  have  not 
presented  the  facts  to  him.  Their  report  is 
made  up  upon  an  entirely  ex-parte  statemeni. 
Mr.  Wai-gatt  has  not  been  in  Boston  for  more 
than  tour  mouths.  About  the  middle  of  No- 
vember he  goes  South;  he  has  to  do  so, 
ami  if  he  baa  not  begun  to  do  so  yeais 
ago,  be  would  have  been  a  dead  man  by  this  time 
auu  this  order  would  never  have  come  in.  He  is 
simply  acting  under  the  advice  and  carrying  out 
the  instructions  of  a  physician,  and  thank  God 
one  man  is  living  toda\  for  following  the  instruc- 
tions of  a  physician!  Sow  then  to  come  to  an- 
other point  iu  this  inattei.  The  Commissioners 
say  that  Mr.  Wasgatt  lias  had  a  change  of  cir- 
cumstances. For  God's  sake,  how  could  a  man 
belp  it?  Eighteen  years — it  he  did  n't  have  some 
change  he  must  be  more  thau  human.  They  say 
be  has  n^t  the  family  to  support  that  he  had. 
Why.  ot  course,  eighteen  years  have  passed.  1 
was  a  small  boy  eighteen  years  ago.  Time  has 
passed,  and  I  have  grown,  and  undoubtedly  his 
chilaren  have  don«  the  same  thing,  unless 
tbey  have  died.  The  tact  of  it  is,  Mr.  Presi- 
uent,  the  man  himself  has  grown  old.  Eighteen 
years  ago  he  was  forty-two  years  of  age, 
right  in  the  prime  ot  manhood.  Today  he  is 
sixty,  and  getting  along  down  toward  the  last 
end  of  i he  rope.  When  they  say  that  by  reason 
of  bis  change,  and  the  amount  of  money  be  has 
received,  this  order  ought  to  pass  to  rescind  the 
other  one,  I  say  it  shows  an  entire  want  of 
knowledge  upon  the  part  ot  those  Commissioners. 
Tbey  do  not  know  what  they  are  talking  about. 
Tbey  are  coming  here  and  asking  us  to  take  from 
one  who  is  getting  to  be  an  old  man,  when  the  in- 
firmities of  age  are  crawling  upon  bim,  hastened 
by  the  acts  of  this  Infamous  mob  at  the  North 
End,  wbec  he  was  in  the  performance  of  a  mar- 
tyr's duty— they  come  in  and  ask  us  to  rescinu 
that  order,  anu  take  from  this  poor  old  man  the 
three  dollars  a  day  which  is  keeping  life  in  him. 
1  >d\  it  is  infamous,  and  that  any  Commission 
who  comes  in  here  with  such  a  request  as  that 
is  not  worthy  of  any  consideration.  Now, 
a  little  luitner,  Mr.  President.  If  this 
Commission  bad  had  a  bearing  upon  the  matter, 
bad  called  in  all  the  people  who  knew  about  it, 
had  called  in  Mr  Wasgatt,  or  waited  until  he  re- 
turoed  t»  Boston,  and  asked  bim  something  in 
reference  to  it,  then  they  might  with  some  show 
ot  decency  have  come  in  and  asked  to  have  this 
order  rettiuded.  But  they  have  not  done  any- 
thing ot  the  kind.  It  is  one  of  those  cases  where 
a  man  says,  I  am  in  power  a-d  will  try  to  put 
through  that  which  I  wish,  whether  it  is  right  or 


not,  without  giving  anybdMy  a  hearing.  I  do  not 
think  this  country  will  consent  to  that— it  will 
not  with  my  vote.  In  1878  there  was  considerable 
discussion  upon  this  matter.  They  had  the  facts 
before  them  then  better  than  we  have  them  now. 
They  refused  to  rescind  the  order,  and,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  hope  this  Council  will  do  the  same.  I  wish 
my  voice  was  a  little  better,  for  I  bad  something 
more  to  say,  but  I  have  given  out. 

Mr.  Daly— I  am  acquainted  with  gentlemeu  who 
served  upon  the  police  force  during  the  riots  of 
1863  and  were  Injured,  who  now  do  not  receive 
one  cent  from  the  City  Government.  Why  should 
this  gentleman  receive  more  than  they,  when  he 
can  go  to  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  to  spend  his  winters? 
1  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1,  Where  did  he 
get  his  money  to  go  to  Jacksonville,  when  these 
men  who  served  on  the  police  force  and  took  an 
active  part  against  the  rioters  In  1863  are  now 
compelled  to  do  laboring  duty,  and  were  asked 
by  these  same  commissioners  to  resign  on  account 
of  their  age?  I  know  one  gentleman  wno  received 
injuries  in  the  riots  of  1863.  Mr.  President,  I  do 
not  see  why  this  Mr.  Wasgatt  should  receive  $3  a 
day  when  old  and  efficient  officers  in  their  time 
are  asked  to  resign  after  taking  a  very  patriotic 
part  in  the  riots  ot  1863. 

Mr.  Gove— I  will  answer  the  gentleman  as  best 
I  can.  Never  having  seen  him  I  do  not  know,  but 
I  suppose  the  money  he  gets  to  go  South  with  is 
what  the  city  of  Boston  has  paid  him.  That  Is 
where  1  suppose  he  gets  his  money.  His  wife  in- 
formed me  that  by  living  with  the  very  strictest 
economy  they  can  save  the  money  to  do  ir,  and  it 
costs  them  less  to  live  in  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  than 
in  the  city  of  Boston.  You  will  pardon  me  for 
adding  one  thing  further,  that  I'forgot  to  say. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  6  says  Mr.  Wasgatt  is 
a  man  of  some  means.  He  has  a  house  that  is 
taxed  for  $2584  in  the  city  of  Boston,  which  re- 
ceives its  taxes  upon  it.  The  house  is  not  occu- 
pied when  he  is  away  because  there  is  furniture 
in  it,  and  if  be  should  let  it,  the  wear  and  tear  of 
the  furniture  would  be  greater  than  the  amount 
he  could  receive  for  the  rent. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  have  but  one  sug- 
gestion to  make  in  reference  to  this  matter.  If  I 
understand  it,  this  comes  to  us  as  the  unanimous 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Police,  and  further, 
it  is  the  unanimous  recommendation  of  the 
Police  Commissioners.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  1  has  mide  an  eloquent  and  touching  ap- 
peal to  our  sympathies.  Having  already  appealed 
to  the  sympathy  of  the  Council  myself,  I  am  very 
loth  not  to  be  softened  by  his  eloquence.  But  it 
seems  to  me  in  almost  every  case  that  comes  be- 
fore us  from  committees  like  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  we  are  compelled  to  lay  aside  our  sympa- 
thies h  nd  stand  by  the  committee.  I  have  known 
many  cases  of  hardship  where  the  city  has  stood 
on  its  rights  and  refused  to  help  persons  in- 
jured by  the  carelessness  of  its  employes.  We 
have  stood  entirely  on  our  legal  rights 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  committee, 
and  as  I  understand  it  is  a  thankless  and  un- 
grateful duty  which  the  Committee  on  Police 
and  the  Police  Commissioners  have  to  perform 
in  this  case.  For  reasons  satisfactory  to  them- 
selves they  have  concluded  to  recommend  that  this 
pension  be  discontinued,  although  I  understand 
tbey  recommend  the  placing  of  Mr.  Wasgatt  on 
the  usual  retiring  pension  of  a  dollar  a  day.  I 
feel  reluctantly  compelled  to  sustain  the  report 
of  the  committee,  because  they  have  investi- 
gated the  subject  and  understand  it  better  than 
we  can.  I  feel  sympathy  for  the  gentleman  re- 
ferred to,  and  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1, 
who  has  made  such  an  eloquent  appeal  to  us. 
But  after  bearing  what  he  has  said,  I  do  not  un- 
derstand the  question  sufficiently  well  to  vote 
against  the  unanimous  report  of  the  committee 
and  the  unanimous  recommendaiiou  of  the  Police 
Commissioners. 

Mr.  Kosnosky— This  case  came  up  in  1878,  and 
they  brought  in  a  report  that  the  money  should 
be  paid.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  14  [Mr.  Clapp],  was  then  a  member  of 
the  committee,  Alderm.au  Wilder  was  chairman, 
and  the  present  chairman  was  a  member.  Now 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  present  chairman  must 
have  bad  good  grounds  for  changing  his  mind. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  1  has  stated  the  case 
very  plainly,  that  this  man  is  sixty  years  of  age; 
but  I  cannot  get  over  the  change  of  opinion  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  who  now  brings 
in  a  report  in  favor  of  reseiuding  the  order.  Con- 
sidering the  abil  ty  of  members  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  the  part  they  take  in  all  such  mat- 
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ters,  I  think  it  ought  to  have' some  weight  on  this 
question.  I  was  strongly  in  fauor  of  voting  for 
the  three  dollars.  I  opposed  it  in  1878,  but  taking 
the  views  of  the  committee,  I  do  not  see  how  we 
can  do  less  than  support  their  report.  Al- 
though they  made  some  investigations  in  1878, 1 
do  not  think  the  Commissioners  could  convince 
the  Chairman  oh  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men unless  they  bad'pretty  strong  evidence.  I 
am  sorry  this  matter  came  into  this  Council  first. 
It  is  strange  that  a  member  of  the  other  Board 
should  change  his  views  in  a  short  time,  unless 
reasons  were  given  showing  that  the  man  was  not 
entitled  to  the  money. 

Mr.  Welch— 1  would  state  that  Alderman  Viles 
is  very  stronaly  in  favor  of  having  this  order 
changed  so  that  the  commissioners  can  place  Mr. 
Wasgatt  on  the  retired  pension  roll  and  give  him 
$1  a  day. 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  16— The  Police  Commission- 
ers went  into  all  the  details  of  this  matter  in  re- 
lation to  Mr.  Wasgatt  knowing  the  opposition  it 
would  meet.  They  assured  the  Committee  on  Po- 
lice that  they  have  evidence  to  show  that  this 
man  does  a  business  of  fifteen  hundred  to  tw6 
thousand  dollars  a  year,  and  is  in  perfectly  good 
health,  today.  They  have  kept  at  it  for  nine 
month  until  they  found  out  the  whole  truth.  Al- 
derman Viles  stated  in  the  committee  that  he 
had  learned  more  in  regard  to  this  case  during 
last  year  than  he  had  known  before  all  the  time 
he  had  been  a  member  of  the  Board.  The  com- 
mittee gave  the  case  very  careful  consideration, 
and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  easiest  and 
most  proper  way  was  to  rescind  the  former  order 
and  place  Mr.  Wasgatt  on  the  pension  roll. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  I— This  gentieman  lives  in 
my  section  of  the  city.  I  have  been  to  school 
with  members  of  his  family.  I  have  known  of 
this  case  ever  since  it  occurred,  and  wish  to  add  a 
word  in  the  same  direction  that  my  colleague  has 
spoken.  He  has  not  expresed  this  matter  one 
particle  too  strongly.'  When  a  gentleman  on  the 
committee  gets  up  and  states  that  Mr.  Wasgatt  is 
earning  fifteen  hundred  to  two  thousand  dollars 
a  year,  I  can  believe,  knowing  the  family  as  I  do, 
that  Mrs.  Wasgatt  would  not  make  the  represen- 
tation to  my  colleague  that  she  has,  unless  the 
facts  were  true.  Mr.  Wasgatt  was  in  East  Boston 
some  four  months  ago,  if  I  am  i  lghtly  informed, 
and  I  think  I  saw  him  then.  I  have  seen  him 
within  a  few  months,  and  if  his  looks  do 
not  belie  him,  he  is  nearer  the  grave 
than  he  is  to  life.  When  I  saw  him  he 
could  scarcely  walk.  I  think  he  scarcely  ever 
leaves  his  house  unless  accompanied  by  his  wife 
or  some  member  of  his  family  to  assist  him.  He 
has  one  crippled  child  dependent  upon  him  for 
support,  and  who  always  will  be  so.  This  man 
risked  his  life  at  a  time  when  it  cost  something 
to  be  a  policeman.  There  are  times  when  it  costs 
but  little  to  be  a  guaraian  of  the  peace,  but 
when  he  put  himself  in  the  position  that  he  did, 
it  was  at  a  time  when  to  De  a  guardian  of  the 
peace  in  the  city  of  Boston  meant  something. 
The  gentleman  opposite  says  there  are  other  men 
who  risked  their  lives  in  this  same  cause.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  at  that  time  those  gentlemen  rep- 
resented to  the  City  Government  wliai  they  did, 
and  why  were  they  not  served  in  the  same 
way  ?  My  opinion  Is  that  there  is  a  dif- 
ference. That  this  man  performed  a  ser- 
vice different  from  and  more  hazardous 
than  those  the  others  performed.  If  other  men 
have  been  treated  unfairly,  it  is  not  the  fault  of 
Mr.  Wasgatt.  The  gentlemen  who  investigated 
the  facts  at  that  time  were  able  men,  as  no  one 
can  deny.  No  one  can  deny  that  the  City  Physi- 
cian who  pronounced  him  incapable  for  business 
knew  what  he  was  doing.  This  man  in  the  very 
prime  of  life  was  cut  off  from  all  possible  mea>  s 
of  support,  and  has  been  in  that  condition  ever 
since.  He  has  supported  his  family  by  economy 
upon  three  dollars  a  day.  How  many  gentlemen 
in  this  Council  would  be  willing  to  live  upon  that 
amount,  support  their  families  and  bring  up 
their  children.  Today  Mr.  Wasgatt  is  sixty  years 
old,  is  running  down  hill  and  in  a  position  where 
he  cannot  support  himself,  and  now  they  say  we 
will  pay  him  a  dollar  a  day.  I  believe  there  is  no 
justice' in  such  a  proposition.  I  do  not  argue  in 
favor  of  this  man  because  I  know 
him,  or  because  his  faintly  reside  in  my  sec- 
tion, but  because  I  believe  it  is  too  late  in  the  day 
for  the  city  to  say  th.it  this  man  has  received 
enough  and  it  will  pay  him  no  longer.  If  the 
committee  can  prove  to  me  that  he  is  an  able- 
bodied  man,  and  earns  fifteen  hundred  dollars  a 


year,  cut  him  off.  If  he  earns  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  a  year,  why  are  they  willing  to  put  him  on 
the  pension  roll  and  give  him  a  dollar  a  day? 
Fifteen  hundred  or  two  thousand  dollars  a  year 
is  enough  for  him  to  live  on.  Unt'l  i  he  evidence 
is  uroducea  I  must  disagree  with  the  oimmittee 
in  "that  statement.  I  feel  that  it  is  nothing  more 
•than  an  act  of  justice  that  this  man,  in  the  de- 
clining years  of  his  life — and  I  believe  it  will  De 
but  a  few  years  lODger  that  the  city  of  Boston  will 
have  to  contribute  tois  mere  pittance  for  the  sup- 
port of  this  man  and  those  dependent  upon  him — 
should  refuse  to  cut  off  this  pension. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13—1  dislike  to  disagree 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1,  but  beiDg  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Claims  for  three 
years,  I  believe  there  is  scarcely  a  week  when  I 
could  not  have  come  in  here  and  made  a  sympa- 
thetic speech  lor  one  person  or  anotner.  If  we 
were  to  pay  out  money  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims  on  the  part  of  sympathy,  I  cannot  state 
the  large  amounts  we  would  have  to  pay.  I  feel 
that  the  city  of  Boston,  in  paying  him  S18,000, 
has  been  extremely  liberal.  I  am  glad  to  hear 
that  the  Ooiuinissioners  recommend  that  he  be 
continued  at  a  dollar  a  day.  Allow  me  to  make  a 
comparison  with  the  case  of  Mr.  Zanzibel,  a  lamp- 
lighter, who  sprained  his  ankle  in  starting  out. 
but  went  over  his  whole  route,  an  act  that  cost 
him  four  months'  sickness  in  bed.  He  came  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Claims,  but  we  couldn't 
pay  him  a  cent.  Every  gentleman  on  that  commit- 
tee would  like  to  have  paid  him  his  salary,  but  they 
could  not  see  how  they  coula  do  it.  There  was 
also  a  case  that  happened  upon  the  Common  and 
squares.  A  man  was  ordered  to  go  up  and  cut  off 
the  branch  of  a  tree  in  South  Boston.  He  fell 
and  was  injured  so  that  he  never  can  walk  again. 
The  Committee  on  Common  paid  him  a  few 
months  and  cut  him  off  their  roll.  He  came  be- 
fore our  committee,  but  we  could  noc  see  how  we 
could  pay  him.  So  it  is  iu  the  Fire  Department. 
We  have  cases  which  excite  our  sympathy.  In 
one  case  a  child  ran  as  far  as  it  could  toward  the 
fence  to  avoid  an  engine,  but  the  ladder  team 
turned  abruptly  on  the  corner  and  killed  that 
child  instantly.  These  cases  occur  weekly.  If  it 
is  a  matter  of  sympathly,  we  can  pay  out  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  But  we  are  not  here  for  that 
purpose.  We  are  here  to  do  the  business  of  the 
city  of  Boston  in  a  business-like  manner.  I  think 
that  we  have  been  extremely  liberal  in  paying 
Officer  Wasgatt  $18,000,  and  I  shall  vote  for  the 
report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Gove^-I  am  exceedingly  surprised  at  the 
remarks  of  the  last  speaker.  Does  he  think  those 
are  parallel  cases'?  Does  he  think  the  case  of  a 
man  falling  from  a  building  where  he  goes  to  per- 
form a  mechanical  duty  is  parallel  with  this  one  ? 
Here  is  a  man  who  steps  in  before  a  mob  to  save 
the  lives  of  officers  engaged  in  performing  their 
duty  under  the  law,  and  is  injured  for  life.  Is 
there  any  comparison  between  that  case  and 
those  the  gentleman  has  cited?  None  at  all. 
Why,  you  might  as  well  compare  a  man  going  up 
in  a  balloon  with  a  man  going  up  to  heaven  with 
the  angels  carrying  him— it  is  just  about  the 
same.  I  am  surprised  at  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  13.  Furthermore,  we  do  not 
come  here  for  sympathy.  That  is  not  what  I  am 
arguing  for.  I  am  arguing  on  a  square  matter  of 
right.  I  contend  that  the  city  owes  it  to  this 
man  to  support  him  fairly,  decently  and  reason- 
ably as  long  as  he  lives,  for  the  heroic  spirit 
which  he  manifested  and  for  the  martyr  act 
which  he  did  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25—1  have  no  doubt  this 
officer  will  want  to  get  this  pension  belore  he  dies 
and  I  move  the  previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  order  was  declared  refused  a  second  read- 
ing. Mr.  Devlin  doubted  the  vote,  and  on  motion 
ot  Mr.  Lovell,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
The  order  was  refused  a  second  reading— yeas  25. 
nays  27: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barry,  Boyle,  Chila,  Costello. 
Cronin,  Daly,  Denney,  Devlin,  J.  Doherty,  Fitz- 
pat.rick,  Fort),  Freeman,  Folan,  Maguire,  J.  A. 
McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  McNamar  i,  Pray. 
Rogers,  Rosnosky,  Teevan,  Viles,  Welch,  Whar- 
ton, Whitmore— 25. 

Nays— Messrs.  Beal,  Bigelow,  Brimbecom,  H. 
Clapp,  Connell,  Cotton,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Dudley, 
Eddy,  Emerv,  Farwell,  Fisk,  Gove,  Hag'ar,  Hilton. 
Hosley,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Means,  P.  Morrison,  Mul- 
lett,  -Murphy,  Parkman,  Pope,  Smith,  Swan, Wake- 
field—27. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.    Bartlett.  Bow- 
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ker.  Brown,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Dana,  Green- 
ough,  Harding,  Hart,  Huntress,  Mathews,  McCor- 
mick,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Powers,  Pratt,  Quigley, 
Walsh,  Wheeler,  Williams— 19. 

Mr-  Gove  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Devlin  moved  to  lay  on  the  table.    Lost. 

The  reconsideration  was  refused. 

PROPOSED     COMPILATION    OF    THE     OPINIONS     OF 
THE  CITY  SOLICITOR. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order— 
Thar,  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances be  instructed  to  procure  from  the  Law 
Department  copies  of  all  decisions  of  the  City  So- 
licitor on  public  matters,  which  are  of  permanent 
interest,  and  to  report  the  same  in  print  with 
necessary  notes;  the  expense,  not  to  exceed  five 
hundred  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Priniing. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

CITY   GOVERNMENT  INK. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  the  Superintendent  of  Printing  furnish  all 
the  inks  used  in  the  various  departments  of  the 
City  Government,  and  that  he  supply  none  but 
standard  qualities,  and  brands  approved  by  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Printing. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore;  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Printing. 

PROPOSED  WIDENING  OF  CURVE  STREET. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  the  Beard  of  Street  Commissioners  be  re- 
quested to  prepare  plans  and  estimates  tor  the 
widening  of'Curve  street,  from  Albany  street  to 
the  extension  of  Broadway,  on  the  southerly 
side. 

Mr.  Whitmore— This  is  merely  an  order  of  in- 
quiry, and  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  the  position  of  tbe  land  to  which  ref- 
erence is  made.  [Mr.  Whitmore  produced  a  plan 
of  the  territory  and  explained  it  in  detail]  This 
is  the  Broadway  extension  where  it  joins  Harri- 
son avenue,  and  this  Albany  street,  which  is 
going  to  be  a  great  thoroughfare.  Curve  street 
Is  a  small  street  on  the  southerly  side 
reaching  from  Albany  street.  The  rise 
of  the  land  here  is  very  considerable.  Hudson 
street  will  be  eight  feet  below  the  corner  of  Tyler 
street  when  it  is  brought  up  to  the  level  of  Broad- 
way, and  some  seven  or  eight  feet  below  Albany 
street,  so  that  Hudson  street  will  be  in  a  valley 
created  by  the  city.  The  piece  of  land  proposed 
to  be  taken  is  only  about  fifty  to  sixty 
feet  wide  at  the  most.  We  have  got  to  go  to  a 
large  expense  in  raising  Harrison  avenue,  Tyler 
street,  and  some  par;  of  Albany  street,  and  when 
it  is  flone  there  will  be  no  connection  between 
Tyler  and  Hudson  streets,  except  through  Curve 
street,  and  tbe  result  will  be  that 
Hudson  street  will  be  submerged  after  every 
storm.       This     is     one     of       the     results     of 


the  Broadway  extension.  My  attention  was 
first  called  to  it  by  the  proposition  to  put  a  stable 
there,  and  I  was  then  made  aware  that  Broadway 
was  going  through  at  a  very  much  higher  grade 
than  the  lai  ds  adjoining  it.  The  city  has  already 
pledged  itself  to  raise  Harrison  avenue  and 
widen  it,  raise  Tyler  street  and  a  part  of 
Curve  street,  and  yet  it  is  proposed  to  leave 
Hudson  street  in  a  kind  of  valley.  There 
is  to  be  a  meeting  of  citizens  up  there 
next  week  to  remonstrate.  Probably  it  will  cost 
as  much  to  pay  tor  damages  as  it  will  to  take 
land  enough  to  widen  it.  On  consulting  the 
Street  Commissioners  I  was  astonished  to  learn 
that  no  steps  bad  been  taken  to  raise  this  terri- 
tory up  to  the  level  of  the  Broadway  exten- 
sion, and  the  result  would  be  a  responsi- 
bility for  damages  in  innumerable  cases. 
Mr.  Talbot  states  that  if  anything  is 
to  be  done  it  should  be  done  now.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  proper  to  offer  an  order  to  take  up  so  much 
time  of  the  Commissioners  without  explaining  it 
to  the  Council.  I  fee)  that  the  probable  gain  is  so 
great  that  we  shall  be  justified  in  asking  the  Com- 
missioners to  consider  it. 
The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

DISCONTINUANCE  OF  GREENWOOD  STREET. 
Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— The  Joint  Committee 
on  Streets  have  before  them  an  order  relating  to 
the  discontinuance  of  Greenwood  street.  It  was 
referred  to  them  in  July,  1880.  Believing  they 
have  had  sufficient  time,  I  give  notice  that  I  shall 
call  for  a  report  at  the  next  meeting.  The  street 
is  next  to  the  Marcella-street  Home. 

STATION"    STREET. 

Mr.  Costello  of  Ward  22  offered  an  order— That 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be  requested  to 
grade  and  put  in  order  Station  street,  Ward  22, 
for  public  travel.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Streets. 

THE  HIRING  OF  FOREST  AND  OAKLAND  GARDENS 
FOR  FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Celebra- 
tion of  the  Fourth  of  July  be  and  they  are  hereby 
instructed  not  to  hire,  for  the  purpose  of  provid- 
ing entertainment  for  children,  either  Forest  or 
Oakland  Gardens. 

The  order  was  declared  ordered  to  a  second 
reading.  Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17  doubted  the  vote, 
and  the  question  was  taken  again.  The  order 
was  declared  refused  a  second  reading.  Mr.  Ros- 
nosky doubted  the  vote,  and  a  division  was  had— 
6  for,  14  against. 

The  President— A  quorum  has  not  voted,  and 
the  Council  stands  adjourned.  I  declare  the 
Council  adjourned. 

Mr.  Pai'kman— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
the  roll  should  be  called. 

The  President— The  gentleman  is  too  late.  The 
Council  has  been  declared  adjourned. 
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BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JUNE    13,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENT. 

Weigher  of  Coal— Samuel  Hosea,  Jr.  Con- 
firmed. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Daniel  Barrett, 
for  a  sewer  in  portioa  of  Concord  street,  Charles- 
town. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines.  Heirs  of 
George  Howe,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  at  64  Devonshire  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as 
follows:  James  Meade,  new  wood  and  brick, 
thirteen  horses,  Perry  street,  Ward  3;  Mary  J. 
Wood,  one-story  wooden,  1  horse,  rear  834  Albany 
street,  Ward  20. 

J  o  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  El  bridge  H. 
Grover,  for  leave  to  project  a  druggist's  mortar 
from  building  179  Fourth  street,  corner  B  street, 
South  Boston. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Cambridge  Rail- 
road Company,  for  location  of  tracks  in  Provi- 
idence,  from  Park  square  to  Church  street,  in 
Church  to  Boylston  street,  to  connect  with  the 
tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company, 
with  suitable  sidings,  turnouts  and  connections. 

Daniel  Goodnow  et  al.,  that  Richmond  street, 
between  Fulton  and  North  streets,  be  paved  with, 
granite  blocks. 

Charles  E.  Davidson  et  al.,  for  brick  sidewalk 
on  Hadley  street,  Charlestown. 

Henry  N.  Cook  et  al.,  for  crosswalk  across  Nor- 
folk street  at  Milton  avenue,  Dorchester. 

George  Hale  et  al.,  that  Cazenove  place  be 
called  Cazenove  street. 

Louis  Prang  &  Co.,  for  crosswalk  across  Rox- 
bury  street,  at  the  main  entrance  to  the  chromo- 
lithograph establishment. 

Frederick  Schmolz,  to  be  paid  for  damages  on 
Second  street,  South  Boston,  caused  by  raising 
the  grade  of  said  street. 

Occupants  of  the  Congregational  House,  that 
Beacon  and  Somerset  streets  be  paved  with  as- 
phalt at  tneir  3unction. 

Owen  jSawn,  that  Greenwich  street,  Dorches- 
ter, be  gravelled. 

P.  A.  Cunningham  et  al.,  that  Hyde  Park  ave- 
nue be  graded,  etc. 

Emily  J.  Frye,  foredgestone  and  brick  sidewalk 
on  Union  square,  Brighton. 

Petitions  lor  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates 
of  Michael  Grady,  181  Havre  street,  Hosea  B. 
Bowen,  88  Baxter  street,  and  Williamena  Brown, 
59-61  Quincy  street. 

A.  W.  Beard  et  al.,  that  Central  street  be  re- 
paved. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Fuel.  To  the  Hon- 
orable the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, Hon.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Chairman— The  under- 
signed, coal  dealers  of  Boston,  would  most  re- 
spectfully petition  vour  honorable  Board  for  a 
hearing  on  the  recent  award  by  the  Fuel  Com- 
mittee "f  the  coal  contract  for  the  city  of  Boston. 
We  shall  endeavor  to  show  to  your  honorable 
Board  that  the  said  contract  was  awarded  so  that 
the  coal  for  the  city  of  Boston  for  the  ensuing 
year  will  cost  said  city  about  $5000  more 
than  it  would  have  cost  had  the  con- 
tract been  awarded  to  the  lowest  biddeis.  We 
shall  also  endeavor  to  show  that  the  qualities  of 
the  coals  and  the  service  to  the  city  would  have 
been  as  satisfactory  had  the  contracts  been 
awarded  to  the  lowest  bidders,  as  such  qualities 
and  services  have  been  in  the  past.  We  would 
most  respectfully  solicit  an  opportunity  to  state 
our  objections  to  said  award  in  a  more  elaborate 
and  specific  manner. 

We  remain  your  obedient  servants, 
Darling  &  Stebbins. 
Codsins  Brothers. 
Gilbert  Williams. 
Shepard  Robbins  &  Son. 

hearings  on  ordersjof  notice. 
Hearings  were  had  on  orders  of  notice  of  inten- 
tion to  construct  common  sewers,  as  follows: 


In  Rockview  street,  from  estate  of  J.  A.  Heyl 
to  Green  street. 

In  Dorchester  avenue,  between  Centre  street 
and  Centre  avenue,  and  in  Centre  avenue. 

J.  A.  Davis  objected  to  the  Rockview-street 
sewer.  There  are  only  one  or  two  houses  to  Green 
street,  and  there  is  a  sewer  much  nearer  in  En- 
field street,  and  it  would  cost  less  to  build  it  in 
that  direction. 

W.  A.  French  objected  for  the  same  reasons. 
He  objected  to  having  the  sewer  built  in  accord- 
ance with  this  petition. 

No  other  objections.  Recommitted  to  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  that  no 
action  is  necessary  on  abatement  of  a  nuisance 
on  city's  land  on  Harrison  avenue.  Accepted  in 
concurrence. 

Reporc  in  favor  of  the  retention  of  the  Old 
State  House.    Accepted  In  concurrence. 

Report  no  action  is  necessary  on  purchase  of 
additional  land  for  the  Winchell  Schoolhouse 
yard.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  sell  at 
public  auction  the  Brighton  Poor  Farm  property. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  several  departments  to  report  in 
detail  the  lands  and  buildings  under  control  of 
said  departments,  not  occupied  for  city  purposes, 
and  when  such  lands  were  acquired.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  for  Street  Commissioners  to  prepare 
plans  and  estimates  for  widening  Curve  street,  on 
the  southerly  side.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Mayor  to  cancel  the  lease,  held  by 
William  E.  Dickey,  of  Brighton  Poor  Farm  estate 
—said  lease  running  for  seven  years  from  April  1, 
1881— said  lessee  having  refused  to  occupy  said 
estate.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  proposing  the  permanent  location  of  a 
music  stand  on  the  Common.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  proposing  that  all  land  hereafter  sold  by 
the  cir.y  shall  be  subject  to  restrictions  instead  of 
"conditions." 

Alderman  Curtis— I  would  like  to  know  if  that 
has  been  before  any  committee  yet. 

The  Chairman— This  matter  was  considered  in 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  was  brought 
before  the  city  by  them. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  did  not  know  it  had  been 
before  any  committee. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  granting  a  holiday  on  17th  of  June  inst., 
without  loss  of  pay,  to  all  city  employes  whose 
services  are  not  indispensable.  Rejected,  in 
non-concurrence— yeas  3,  nays  9.  Notice  sent 
down. 

THE  OLD  STATE  HOUSE. 

Substitution  of  minority  report  for  majority 
report  on  subject  of  the  Old  State  House,  and 
passage  of  order  to  restore  that  building  to  its 
former  condition,  and  occupy  the  same  with  pub- 
lic offices  (City  Doc.  71),  at  a  cost  of  $35,000. 

The  following  was  received: 

N.  E.  Historic,  Genealogical  Society,  ) 

Society's  House,  18  Somerset   St.,  [ 

Boston,  Mass.,  June  4th,  1881.         ) 

At  a  meeting  of  the  New  England  Historic,  Gen- 
ealogical Society,  held  Wednesday,  the  1st  inst., 
the  question  of  uniting  with  other  associations  in 
a  memorial  to  be  addressed  to  the  Honorable  the 
City  Council  of  Boston  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Old  State  House  was  considered,  and  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  society 
that  the  preservation  of  this  time-honored  memo- 
rial of  the  Revolution  is  the  dictate  of  sound  pub- 
lie  policy,  and  in  accord  with  the  prevailing  sen- 
timent of  the  people  of  the  city  and  the  State. 

Its  historic  associations,  in  their  manifold  rela- 
tions to  the  republic,  the  city  and  the  State,  ren- 
der it  thus  worthy  of  careful  renovation,  aDd  its 
central  and  convenient  location  admirably  adapts 
it  to  public  uses. 

We  respectfully  request  that  it  be  henceforth 
devoted  to  city  uses;  that  in  the  renovation  of 
the  structure  its  principal  architectural  linea- 
ments may  be  preserved,  thereby  reminding  the 
citizen  and  the  stranger  in  each  generation  of 
the  inspired  lessons  and  sacred  trust  transmitted 
from  within  its  walls. 

Attest:  David  G.  Haskins,  Jr., 

Recording  Secretary. 

Alderman  Whitten— Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope  this 
Board  will  not  concur  with  the  Council.    We  had 
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a  long:  and  patient  hearing  on  tne  matter  of  the 
Old  State  House  before  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  and  I  believe  it  is  the  sense  of  the 
community  that  the  building  should  lie  retained 
there  and  preserved;  but  I  do  not  believe  it  is 
the  sense  of  the  committt-e  that  it  should  be 
occupied  for  city  offices.  I  believe  that  senti- 
ment should  be  "tempered  with  a  li < tie  common 
sense;  and  when  it  is  shown  what  a  large  outlay 
(f  money  the  city  would  lose  by  occupying  it,  I 
do  not  think  this  Board  will  vote  to  substitute 
the  minority  report.  I  have  had  a  few  figures 
prepared  showing  what  the  city  would  lose 
on  a  basis  of  a  twenty-years'  lease.  There  are 
parties  prepared  to  take  the  Old  Staie  House,  put 
it  in  first-class  repair,  preserve  the  outer  walls 
and  make  it  a  building  that  will  be  a  credit  to  the 
city,  and  lease  it  for  twenty  years  at  an  annual 
renral  of  $20,000.  There  are  other  parties  who 
will  take  it  on  a  shorter  lease  and  pay  less  per 
year.  That  is  a  question  for  the  committee  to 
decide,  when  the  order  of  the  majority  is  passed. 
An  outlay  of  $35,000,  with  interest  compounded 
for  twenty  years,  will  be  $63,583  at  3  per  cent., 
$77,570  at  4  per  celt.,  $94,551  at  5  per  cent.  If  it 
is  not  rented,  the  loss  in  rent,  say  $20,000  per 
year,  for  twenty  years,  with  interest  compounded, 
will  be  $547,214  at  3  per  cent ,  $608,357  at  4  per 
cent.,  ai.d  $667,829  at  5  per  cent.— less  the  amount 
$6500  per  year  saved  by  occupying  the  building 
twenty  years,  with  interest  compounded,  $182,000 
at  3  per  cent.,  $202,786  at  4  per  cent.,  and  $222,610 
at  5  per  cent.,  making  a  saving  of  $428,797  at  3  per 
cent.,  $483,141  at  4  per  cent,  and  $539,770  at  5  per 
cent.  Now  I  will  admit  und  believe  that  it  is  the 
sense  of  the  community  that  the  building  should 
Dot  be  torn  down.  But  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
parties  who  signed  the  petitions  which  were 
brought  in  here  for  the  use  of  the  building  for 
city  offices  understood  what  they  were  signing. 
I  have  been  told  today  that  they  merely  petitioned 
to  have  the  builaing  retained,  and  did'  rot  under- 
stand that  it  was  to  be  used  for  city  offices. 
When  it  is  shown  ihat  the  saving  to  the  city,  by 
renting  this  building  for  twenty  years,  will  be 
$539,770,  I  do  not  believe  they  will  agree  to  it. 
That  is  enough  to  buy  a  pretty  good  park,  vi  ho 
is  there  that  will  say  that  he  would  not  rather 
have  that  building  stand  there  for  twenty  years 
in  first-class  shape,  and  bring  insufficient  revenue 
to  buy  a  good  park?  The  people  of 
South  Boston  could  have  their  park 
with  that  money.  Why  is  it  not  better 
to  let  the  building  remain,  than  to  cater  to  senti- 
ment entirely  and  use  it,  tor  city  offices?  It  will 
be  at  a  great  expense  if  it  is  used  tor  city  "ffices 
and  kept  in  repair  by  the  city.  I  hope  the  ma- 
jority report  will  be  substituted  for  that  of  the 
minority. 

Alderman  Woolley  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Viles— I  would  like  to  ask  the  Alder- 
man if  he  is  willing  to  give  the  names  of  the  par- 
ties who  will  take  the  Old  State  House  on  a 
lease  of  twenty  years  for  $20,000. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  do  not  know  as  there  is 
any  secret  about  ir,  and  £  do  not  know  whether 
the  committee  would  be  willing  to  lease  it  for 
twenty  years,  but  the  Maverick  National  Bank 
are  willing  to  take  it  on  a  twenty-years'  lease 
for  $20,000  a  year. 

Alderman  O'Brien— It  appears  to  me  that  this 
is  a  mote  important  matter  than  anything  which 
has  come  before  us  this  year.  It  is  a  question  we 
cannot  measure  by  dollars  aud  cents.  Tie  appro- 
priation bill  which  comes  betore  us  every  year 
may  have  mistakes  in  it,  but  they  can  be  rectified 
before  the  end  ot  the  year,  and  ttere  is  a  limit  to 
It.  Pull  the  Old  State  House  down  and  it  is 
done  for  all  time.  You  cannot  replace  it. 
Now  1  feel  that  the  only  way  to  preserve  the 
Old  State  House  is  to  devote  it  exclusively  to  city 
purposes,  and  that  is  what  ought  to  be  done 
with  it.  This  matter  came  before  us  in  a  major- 
ity and  minority  report.  It  is  no  longer  a  major- 
ity and  minority  report.  Mr.  Nahum  M.  Moiri- 
son  of  Ward  23  called  upon  me  today  and  said  he 
regretted  that  he  had  ever  signed  the  majority 
report,  because  alter  attending  the  hearing  last 
Wednesday  he  found  there  was  so  much  sel- 
fishness mixed  up  in  this  matter  that  he 
could  not  be  a  party  to  it.  Men  in  this 
city  want  to  ace  that  old  building  torn 
down  merely  because  they  have  a  selfish  interest 
at  stake,  and  .that  is  the  long  and  short  of  it.  I 
believe  the  ODly  way  to  preserve  it  is  to  devote  it 
to  city  purposes.  It  is, also, a  refreshing  thing  to  see 
that  there  are  other  gentlemen  in  the  city — niillion- 
naires  you  might  call  them— who  can  act  from  a 


different  principle  altogether  from  a  selfish  one, 
who  have  some  patriotic  motives  and  feeiiogs, 
when  the  proposition  is  made  to  tear  dowD  the 
Old  State  House,  the  only  memorial  building  we 
have  left  in  the  possession  of  the  city,  aud  I  will 
read  a  letter  which  was  voluntarily  sent  to  Coun- 
cilman Whitmore: 

"Boston,  June  10,  1881. 

"Dear  Sir— As  a  citizen  and  taxpayer  in  this  city 
1  wish  to  enter  my  protest  against  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Old  State  House  building  head  of 
State  street.    Cordially  yours, 

Alpheus  Habdy. 

To  W.  H.  Whitmore,  Esq. 

I  indorse  the  above  protest. 

Joshua  M.  Sears. 

These  two  gentlemen  are  more  Interested,  and 
would  be  more  benefited  by  the  destruction  of  the 
Old  State  House  than  any  other  two  gentlemen  in 
this  city.  It  would  be  a  vast  improvement  to 
their  splendid  building  in  front  of  State  street,  if 
the  Old  State  House  was  removed.  But  as  patri- 
otic citizens  they  do  not  recognize  the  value  of 
dollars  and  cents  in  this  matter,  but  protest 
against  its  destruction.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have 
been  so  busily  occupied  for  a  week  that  I  have 
not  given  the  time  to  the  consideration  of  this 
question  which  its  importance  demands,  but  the 
newspaper  press  aud  distinguished  citizens  of 
this  city  helped  me  in  this  matter.  I  will  low  re- 
call to  the  attention  of  the  Aldermen  a  letter 
from  Wendell  Phillip?,  who  speaks  eloquently 
and  forcibly  on  this  subject.     He  says— 

"I  see  there  is  a  minority  report  of  a  committee 
of  the  Common  Council  which  advocates  the  res- 
toration of  the  Old  State  House.  Allow  me  one 
word  in  support  of  it.  We  are  constantly  plan- 
ning statues  and  other  things  tn  oruament  our 
streets  and  public  squares.  No  sculptor,  however 
fine  his  genius,  can  give  us  anything  more  deeply 
interesting,  or  which  speaks  more  touchingly  or 
emphatically  to  native  and  stranger  than  do 
these  old  monuments.  No  school  does  more  for 
the  highest  education— that  of  the  moral  senti- 
ment—than these  memorials  of  our  best  and  hon- 
ored past.  Let  the  press  speak  out  earnestly  in 
support  of  the  restoration  of  these  old  walls, 
against  which  rattled  bullets  of  the  massacre  of 
the  5th  of  March,  1770;  which  saw  the  redcoats 
march  down  Sttte  street,  to  leateat  S?m  At'ans's 
order;  under  whose  roof  James  Otis's  speech  on 
•Writs  of  Assistance,'  as  John  Adams  testifies, 
•brsathed  into  this  nation  the  breath  ot  life;' 
and  from  whose  eastern  window  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  was  first  read  in  Boston." 

I  know  that  this  is  a  sentiment  with  Wendell 
Phillips.  But  what  man  is  there  in  the  commu- 
nity who  does  not  honor  the  sentiment?  Love 
of  country,  love  of  historical  records  aud  monu- 
ments, love  of  home,  is  what  makes  the  citizen.  I 
know  that  Wendell  Phillips  is  strongly  imbued 
with  this  principle.  When  an  old  building  on 
Franklin  street  was  torn  down  years  ago,  Wen- 
dell Phillips  was  found  among  the  ruins,  and 
why  ?  Because  he  wanted  to  get  a  relic  of  that 
old  building  where  he  was  born.  The  same  feel- 
ing prompted  him  to  write  that  letter  lor  the 
press  of  the  city.  The  Transcript  of  June  11  says— 

"Are  bricks  and  mortar  naught  but  bricks  and 
mortar  after  all?  Is  the  so-called  practical  spirit 
of  the  age  so  strong  here  that  all  attempts  to  pre- 
serve relics  of  a  glorious  and  historic  past  are  to 
be  thwarted?  There  is  room  for  doubt  on  the 
question  of  the  real  practical  value  of  this 'utili- 
tarian' spitit —  this  passion,  rather,  for  'clear- 
ing up,'  this  mania  for  destroying  all  that 
has  lost  lustre  or  become  out  of  fashion.  The 
Pbiladelphians  have  preserved,  with  becoming 
reverence,  Carpenter's  Hall,  and  the  room  where 
the  charter  ot  our  liberties  was  signed, — and  no 
one  will  venture  to  accuse  the  successors  of  Wil- 
liam Penn  with  the  possession  of  too  much  senti- 
ment,— and  to  see  these  mute  but  eloquent 
reminders  a-e  constant  pilgrimages  made. 
Egypt  has  sold  the  tremendous  ruins  of  its 
palaces  and  piles  that  told  of  former  grandeur, 
and  'practical  men'  have  their  eyes  on  the  Pyra- 
mids, with  a  view  ol  converting  them  into  avail- 
able building  material.  Why  not?  Of  what  use 
are  they?  And  to  what  better  use  can  the  Sphinx 
be  put  than  to  chop  it  up  into  stones  for  a  rail- 
way culvert?  Away,  then,  with  the  Old  South, 
Faneull  Hall  and  the  Old  State  House  !  Let  them 
do  longer  stand  to  remind  us  of  the  times  that 
tried  men's  souls,  of  the  days  when  patriotism 
was  not  office-seeking,  when  stern  principles 
were  fought  for  with  unrelenting  ttrmaeie,  when, 
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strong  in  the  faith  of  the  justice  of  their  cause, 
our  fathers  mutually  pledged  their  lives,  their 
fortunes  and  their  sacred  honor." 

Tear  down  the  Old  State  House.after  such  senti- 
ments as  that  have  been  heralded  forth  by  one  of 
the  leading  newspapers  of  the  city  ?  Mind  you,  if 
you  devote  it  to  any  other  purpose  than  city  pur- 
poses, for  which  it  is  admirably  adapted,  the  Old 
State  House  will  come  down.  It  is  only  a  ques- 
tion of  time.  This  matter  will  be  pressed  upon 
you  year  after  year  when  a  lease  expires.  But  if 
you  occupy  it  for  city  purposes  and  put  your  offi- 
ces there,t"hen  you  Ux  the  Old  State  House  now  and 
forever.  The  only  question  I  asked  the  president 
of  the  Merchants'  Bank  wa«,  if  the  travel  in  Dev- 
onshire street  made  it  a  difficult  place  to  transact 
business  in  that  building.  That  is  the  only  ob- 
jection I  ever  heard  against  the  Old  State  House 
for  city  offices— that  the  noise  was  too  great  to 
attend  to  business.  President  Haven  said  he 
never  heard  any  one  raise  such  a  question  about 
leasing  the  offices  in  the  Merchants'  Bank  Build- 
ing. If  the  Merchants'  Bank  Buiiding  is  tit  for 
business  purposes,  the  Old  State  House  is  tit  for 
departments  of  the  City  Government.  The  Daily 
Advertiser  of  today  says — 

"The  question  of  saving  or  destroying  the  Old 
State  House  is  to  be  decided  today.  Badly  as  it 
has  been  used  in  times  past,  and  shorn  of  its 
most  characteristic  features,  there  is  still  enough 
of  the  old  edifice  left  to  make  it,  with  perhaps  a 
single  exception,  the  most  interesting  monument 
of  the  last  century  remaining  in  Boston.  Let  the 
historic  walls  stand  a  while  longer  !  They  do  no 
harm  to  any  one  They  need  not  be  a  burden  to 
any  one.  The  city  is  paying  large  sums  annually 
for  rents  outside  the  City  Hall,  which  may  be  in 
part  at  least  saved  here;  and  if  there  should  be  a 
small  balance  of  interest  against  the  city,  would 
that  be  a  calamity?  Or  would  the  city  be  any 
better  off  by  razing  the  walls  to  the  ground? 
Save  the  building;  restore  its  primitive  character 
so  far  as  is  consistent  with  modern  uses,  and  it 
will  prove  the  best  business  investment  the  pres- 
ent City  Council  will  have  the  privilege  of  mak- 
ing." 

I  indorse  every  word  of  that  statement.  Put 
your  city  offices  here,  and  so  fix  the  Old  State 
House  that  the  question  about  its  destruction 
will  never  be  raised  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  you 
will  make  it,  in  the  language  of  the  Daily  Adver- 
tiser, the  best  business  investment  the  present 
City  Council  will  have  the  privilege  of  making. 
The  Boston  Daily  Globe  of  today  says— 

"The  matter  now  comes  before  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  to  concur  wilh  the  Council  in  the  act 
that  will  save  to  Boston  its  most  interesting  his- 
toric relic  or  to  remand  it  to  the  uses  of  trade 
which  have  already  obliterated  much  of  its  monu- 
mental significance.  We  hope  that  the  Aldermen 
will  vote  for  its  preservation.  The  Old  State 
Hcuse  is  the  only  structure  of  historical  interest 
dating  from  colonial  days,  with  the  exception  of 
Faneuil  Hall,  of  which  the  city  of  Boston  has  of- 
ficial possession.  All  others  are  in  private  pos- 
session and  either  passed  or  fast  passing  away. 
The  old  Province  House  has  disappeared.  The 
Brattle-street  Church  has  come  down.  No  one 
knows  how  long  the  Old  North  Church  belfry  will 
remain  to  be  pointed  out  as  the  point  whence 
Paul  Revere's  signal  was  shown.  The  Old 
South  has  been  saved— probably— but  only  by  the 
most  strenuous  exertions  of  patriotic  men  and 
women.  These  ancient  structures  are  too  precious 
to  be  cast  away.  They  have  an  actual  money 
value  to  the  city  as  affording  attractions  to  visitors 
and  tourists,  and  this  is  altogether  outside  and 
apart  from  their  value  as  instruments  of  instruc- 
tion in  history  and  patriotism.  The  present  gen- 
eration wiil  feel  their  loss,  but  succeeding  gen- 
erations will  keenly  mourn  the  mistaken  ideas  of 
'practical'  men,  if  the  city  is  robbed  of  the  ar- 
chitectural memorials  of  its  ancient  glory.  The 
city  is  forbidden  by  its  charter  to  lease  or  sell 
.Faneuil  Hall,  the  Cradle  of  Liberty;  it  should 
take  equal  care  of  the  Old  State  House,  in  which 
our  liberty  was  born." 

I  believe,  with  the  Daily  Globe,  that  we  should 
take  equal  care  of  the  Old  State  House  as  we  do 
Faneuil  Hall,  and  occupy  it  tor  city  offices.  I  know 
it  was  a  question  some  years  ago  about  occupying 
the.  basement  of  Faneuil  Hall  for  city  offices,  but 
that  measure  was  resisted  in  the  Board,  because 
Faneuil  Hall  is  now,  as  it  has  always  been— as  an 
ex-Mayor  of  this  city  said— identified  with  patri- 
otism and  provisions;  and  the  fact  that  the  pro- 
vision men  of  the  city  of  Boston  occupy  its  base- 
ment is  merely  in  accordance  wih,h  an  old  custom. 


I  know  that  various  statements  have  been  put 
forth  about  the  great  expense  it  will  be  to  the 
city  if  the  Old  State  House  is  not  leased  for  five, 
ten,  or  twenty  years.  But  I  do  not  believe  that 
dollars  and  cents  ought  to  come  into  the  consid- 
eration of  this  question.  If  you  want  to  preserve 
the  Old  State  House  you  must  leave  dollars  and 
cents  out  of  the  question.  Is  it  of  any  more  ad- 
vantage to  the  city  to  have  the  Maverick  Bank 
located  there  than  it  will  be  to  have  some  of  our 
departments  located  there?  You  must  find  a 
place  tor  those  departments,  and  no  matter  where 
you  locate  them,  it  will  be  expensive.  In  what 
condition  are  the  Police  Department?  They 
occupy  an  old  building  in  Pemberton  square  that 
is  not  fit  for  any  department  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment. You  will  be  called  upon  to  provide  suitable 
quarters  for  that  department  at  an  early  day. 
There  is  no  reason  why  they  could  not  occupy  the 
Old  State  House.  Take  the  Department  of  Regis- 
trars of  Voters ;  visit  them  in  Pemberton  square 
and  take  a  look  at  the  place  where  you  send  the 
citizens  of  Boston  every  year  to  be  registered.  It 
is  not  a  tit  office  for  such  a  department.  Ladies 
and  men  of  all  kinds  have  to  travel  up  two  flights 
of  stairs  to  reach  a  small,  badly  ventilated  room 
which  is  not  a  fit  place  for  the  transaction  of  such 
business.  Take  the  Department  of  the  Registra- 
tion of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths  in  City 
Hill.  It  is  proposed  to  remove  it  from 
City  Hall  to  the  Old  State  House.  It  is  also 
proposed  to  put  the  Registrars  of  Voters  and  the 
Record  Commissioners  in  the  Old  State  House, 
and  these  are  but  a  portion  of  the  departments 
which  can  occupy  that  building.  I  should  like  to 
know  what  better  place  there  is  in  which  to  locate 
these  departments  than  the  Old  State  House.  It 
is  an  old,  historic  building,  and  every  voter  of  the 
city  of  Boston  would  go  there  to  get  registered; 
every  birth,  marriage  and  death  would  have  to  be 
registered  there;  and  the  Record  Commissioners, 
who  are  doing  a  work  of  vast  benefit  to  the  city 
in  preserving  its  ancient  records,  will  be  located 
there.  1 1  eel  that  in  this  place  I  ought  to  thank 
Councilman  Wbitrnore  for  his  eloquent  defence 
of  the  Old  State  House,  and  for  the  position  he 
has  taken,  and  for  the  valiant  way  in  which  he 
has  fought  for  its  preservation.  Here  you  have 
three  departments— the  Registrars  of  Voters,  the 
Registrar  of  Births.Marriages  and  Deatbs,and  the 
Record  Commissioners— who  can  be  placed  there. 
You  can  also  place  your  Health  Department  there ; 
and  what  better  locality  is  there  for  it  ?  The 
room  occupied  in  City  Hall  by  the  Registrar  of 
Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths  is  very  much 
wanted;  we  can  scarcely  get  along  without  it. 
The  Assessors  have  not  a  respectable  place  to  do 
their  business.  Every  year  their  clerks  are 
packed  in  a  small  room  like  sardines,  and  they 
have  not  a  fit  place  to  transact  a  business  which 
is  so  important  to  the  city  of  Boston.  If  some  of 
these  departments  were  moved  from  City  Hall  we 
could  better  accommodate  those  that  remaiu.  1 
do  not  wish  to  detain  the  Board  any  longer,  but 
the  statements  about  the  money  we  would  lose 
are  extremely  ridiculous.  The  building  is  wanted 
for  city  purposes.  If  it  is  valuable  for  any  other 
business  outside  of  city  purposes,  it  is  just  as 
valuable  for  the  transaction  of  city  business. 
If  you  locate  these  departments  anywhere  else, 
it  must  be  in  some  central  spot  where  the 
buildings  are  costly,  and  you  cannot  today 
find  a  more  economical  place  in  which  to 
put  your  city  departments  than  the  Old  State 
House.  I  hope,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  minority 
report  which  passed  the  Common  Council  almost 
unanimously — I  believe  there  were  eleven  negative 
votes  in  the  first  ulace,  but  it  afterwards  passed 
almost  unanimously — will  be  concurred  in  by  this 
Board.  I  have  already  stated  that  Mr.  Morrison 
of  Ward  23  called  upon  me  and  expressed  his 
regret  for  having  signed  the  majority  report.  I 
have  always  had  great  respect  for  Mr.  Morrison, 
but  I  have  still  greater  respect  for  him  now.  Mr. 
John  P.  Hilton  of  Ward  5,  who  also  signed  the 
majority  report,  although  I  have  not  had  it 
directly  from  him,  yet  I  understand  that  today 
he  would  sign  the  minority  report.  So  far  as  the 
two  reports  stand,  we  are  now  equal  to  them,  the 
committee  being  four  to  four.  I  also  feel  that 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  will  fall  into  line 
with  those  in  favor  of  the  minority  report,  and  I 
hope  that  my  friend  on  the  right  will  give  up 
his  ideas  about  money.  He  is  correct  in  many 
things.  This  question  of  money  and  income  to 
the  city  is  of  considerable  importance.  But,  after 
all,  the  preservation  of  the  Old  State  House  is  a 
question  where  money  should  not  be  of  any  consid- 
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eration.and  I  am  in  hopes  that  my  friend  will  come 
over  and  Join  with  us,  not  only  in  preserving  the 
Old  State  House— for  I  know  he  wants  to  pre- 
serve it  as  much  as  I  do — but  also  in  devoting  it 
exclusively  to  city  purposes. 

Alderman  Whitten— There  seems  to  be  a  misun- 
derstanding about  this  matter.  The  main  argu- 
ment of  the  Alderman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat 
seems  to  be  that  we  are  going  to  take  the  Old 
State  House  down.  My  idea  is  to  rent  it  to  first- 
class  tenants  on  a  lease  of  Ave,  ten  or  twenty 
years,  and  certainly  it.  will  be  preserved  during 
that  time.  I  believe  the  tenants  who  are  talking 
about  taking  it  will  preserve  it  just  as  carefully 
as  the  city  would,  and  take  great  pride  in 
doing  so.  I  understand  that  the  departments  it  is 
proposed  to  take  there  are  not  particularly  de- 
sirous of  going.  The  Registrars  of  Voters  par- 
ticularly object  to  it,  and  f  have  heard  that  the 
City  Solicitor  desires  to  stay  where  he  is,  as  well 
as  some  of  the  other  city  officers.  I  believe  the 
matter  is  very  well  understood.  I  will  simply 
add  that  after  the  hearing  we  had  a  meeting  of 
the  committee,  and  they  all  agreed  to  the  report 
we  sent  in.  This  sudden  conversion  was  after- 
wards. I  believe  in  sudden  conversions.  I  have 
experienced  them  myself.  1  believe  those  gentle- 
men have  chaDged  their  views  honestly,  but  I 
hope  the  Board  will  not  vote  to  concur  with  the 
Council. 

Alderman  Slade— After  bearing  the  figures  of- 
fered by  the  Alderman  opposite,  and  the  remarks 
made  in  relation  to  this  matter,  I  should  like  to 
have  it  lie  over  for  one  week.  When  1  came 
here  my  impression  was  that  I  should  vote 
against  the  occupation  of  the  Old  State  House  by 
the  city,  and  in  Javor  of  leasing  it;  but  f  would 
like  to  have  another  week's  time  to  consider  it,  if 
the  Board  will  grant  it. 

Alderman  Viies—i  heartily  agree  with  the  Al- 
derman on  my  left,  that  we  should  have  another 
week  to  consider  this  matter.  My  mind  has  been 
made  up  to  occupy  the  Old  Scata  House  for  city 
offices.  This  matter  was  fully  considered  at  the 
time  the  appropriation  bill  was  passed,  and  I 
stated  then  that  I  did  not  wish  to  commit  myself 
to  voting  against  leasing  the  building.  After 
hearing  the  evidence  in  regard  to  leasing  it  for 
twenty  years,  f  should  like  another  week's  time 
to  consider  it,  if  the  Alderman  makes  that  mo- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade,  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to 
the  next  meeting. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

LYMAN'S    STABLE    OX    K    STREET. 

Alderman  Hersey  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 

f  ranting  the  application  of  Morton  W.  Lyman, 
or  leave  to  occupy  a  new  wooden  stable  with  two 
horses  on  K  street",  between  Eighth  and  Ninth 
streets. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  make  this  motion  not  that 
I  think  any  injustice  was  done  to  the  remon- 
strants in  this  case,  but  because  it  was  claimed 
by  them  that  the  matter  was  not  fully  considered, 
and  was  passed  hastily  at  our  last  session.  Of 
course  there  is  always  more  or  less  objection  to 
stables,  but  it  seems  to  me  in  this  case  there  is 
more  objection  than  usual,  and  it  is  uncalled  for. 
Toe  stable  is  to  be  placed  some  fifty  feet  from  the 
street,  upon  a  spot  where  a  stable  now  stands 
and  has  been  lor  some  thirty  years.  I  do  not 
know  that  it  is  necessary  for  these  petitioners  to 
come  here  at  all,  but  that  they  had  a  right  to 
occupy  it  without  petitioning  for  leave.  I  make 
this  motion  to  reconsider  so  that  the  question  can 
be  discussed  by  the  Hoard.  I  shall  vote  against 
the  reconsideration  myself  unless  some  good 
reason  for  it  can  be  shown. 

Alderman  iiieck  presented  a  petition  of  G,  L. 
Blrkmaler  and  others,  remonstrating  against  the 
granting  ol  the  permit  for  the  stable,  claiming 
that  great  injustice  had  been  done  them,  that 
they  were  property  owners  in  the  vicinity  who 
would  be  affected  by  the  stable,  and  that  the  pe- 
titioners in  favor  of  granting  the  permit  had  no 
interest  in  the  locality  which  entitled  them  to 
consideration.  They  claimed  that  some  of  the 
petitioners'  names  -were  procured  by  misrepre- 
sentation, and  objected  to  the  occupancy  ol  the 
stable  lor  business  purposes  on  a  street  so  largely 
occupied  with  private  residences. 

Alderman  Ifreck— Aitei  hearing  that  petition 
read  I  hope  we  shall  vote  to  reconsider  and  refer 
it  back  to  the  committee. 

.   Alderman  Heisey— If  the  committee  desire  it,  I 
shall  be  perfectly  willing  to  have  the  subject  re- 


committed. If  there  was  any  misunderstanding 
or  obtaining  signatures  by  misrepresentation,! 
shall  vote  to   refer  it  back. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  hope  the  Board  will  settle 
this  question  while  it  is  before  them.  I  do  not 
see  anything  to  be  gained  by  sending  It  back  to 
the  committee.  This  petition  was  reterred  to  the 
Committee  on  Health,  who  gave  the  parties  a 
hearing,  and  reported  leave  to  withdraw  on  their 
best  judgment  of  what  was  before  them.  Other 
evidence  was  brought  before  the  Board,  who 
know  just  as  much  about  it  a*  the  committee  do. 
If  all  these  stable  question?  are  to  be  heard  and 
acted  upon  by  the  full  Board,  they  will  have 
about  as  much  business  as  they  can  attend  to. 

Alderman  Viles -It  appears  that  we  have  con- 
flicting evidence  today,  and  that  some  ol  the  sig- 
natures were  obtained  by  misrepresentation.  I 
understand  that  the  committee  were  not  clear  as 
to  whether  they  should  report  granting  the  per- 
mit or  giving  leave  to  withdraw. 

Alderman  Caldwell — The  committer  were  satis- 
fled  that  the  petitioner  should  have  leave  to  with- 
draw. 

Alderman  Viles— I  think  it  should  go  back  to 
the  committee  and  let  them  digest  the  evidence. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  do  not  see  why  there 
should  be  such  an  objection  to  this  stable.  One 
of  the  remonstrants  has  a  stable  himself  fitty  feet 
away.  What  objection  he  can  have  to  this  stable 
I  cannot  see. 

Alderman  Woolley— If  I  understand  the  objec- 
tion of  the  remonstrants,  it  is  that  this  stable  is 
to  be  used  bv  a  man  who  is  carrying  on  the  milk 
business,  and  who  will  have  quite  a  large  number 
of  horses  and  vehicles.  I  can  readily  see  how  a 
person  could  object  to  a  stable  for  public  pur- 
poses, and  not  object  to  one  for  a  private  resi- 
dence. 1  would  ask  what  position  this  matter 
would  ue  in  if  the  reconsideration  prevails,  and  if 
a  motion  to  recommit  would  be  in  order? 

The  Chairman— It  would. 

Alderman  Frost— I  believe  it  is  hardly  worth 
while  to  refer  this  matter  back  to  the  committee. 
They  have  heard  all  the  evidence,  and  I  believe 
they  are  unanimous  in  their  opinion  now.  From 
present  indications  I  believe  the  committee  will  so 
report  if  it  goes  back  to  them.  When  it  came  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Health  it  was  thoroughly  in- 
vestigated. There  was  a  strong  remonstrance  from 
parties  living  in  the  neighborhood,  as  there  is  at 
every  stable  hearing  we  have.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  troublesome  questions  I  have  had  to  deal 
with.  When  we  came  to  decide  upon  ir,  I  per- 
haps may  as  well  say  that  I  was  in  favor  of  grant- 
ing this  location,  but  the  remonstrants  were  so 
very  strong  that  I  had  some  doubt  about  it,  and 
the  other  two  members  of  the  committee  being 
against  me,  I  concluded  not  to  submit  a  minority 
report,  although  I  thought  the  parties  who  ob- 
jected had  not  good  grounds  to  stand  upon.  The 
stable  is  to  be  used  by  a  milkman  who  now  has  a 
stable  within  less  than  a  hundred  feet  of  the 
place  where  he  proposes  to  build  this  one.  He 
has  bought  his  lot  with  the  understanding  that 
he  is  to  build  a  bouse  and  stable  on  it.  It  ap- 
peared to  me  that  the  parties  objecting  were  un- 
reasonable. He  is  a  good,  clean,  nice  sort  of  a 
man,  and  will  no  doubt  conduct  the  stable 
properly.  He  has  only  two  teams  and  does 
not  store  his  milk  in  the  stable.  The  only  objec- 
tion 1  could  see  would  be  the  driving  out  from 
the  stable  early  in  the  morning,  whicii  some  par- 
ties thought  would  disturb  their  rest.  But  this 
cannot  make  any  more  disturbance  than  parties 
driving  through  the  street,  with  wagons  do.  I 
think  the  matter  better  stand  where  it  is  and  the 
party  have  leave  to  erect  the  stable.  Still,  it  the 
Board  see  fit  to  refer  it  back,  we  will  do  the  best 
we  can. 

Alderman  Breck — I  admit  that  I  do  not  under- 
stand this  matter  as  well  as  the  committee  who 
have  it  in  charge.  But  citizens  of  South  lioston 
have  been  to  see  me  who  say  that  the  petition 
was  granted  without  the  parties  being  consulted; 
that  the  stable  was  to  be  occupied  by  a  milkman 
who  would  keep  his  cans  there  and  start  out  early 
in  the  morning,  and  the  moving  of  horses  and 
wagon-  and  the  shouting  of  men  would  make  it 
a  very  noisy  place  and  a  nuisance  to  the  whole 
neighborhood.  He  thought  the  remonstrants 
ought  to  have  a  hearing,  and  I  put  In  this  peti- 
tion so  that  they  might  have  a  chance  to  come 
before  the  committee  as  well  as  the  others. 

Alderman  HalUeman— I  hope  this  matter  will 
not  come  before  the  committee  again.  As  the 
position  ol  the  committee  on  this  matter  has  been 
mentioned,  it  is  no  more  than    fair  that  the  other 
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side  should  have  a  word  to  say.  The  reason  why 
a  majority  of  the  committee  voted  against  per- 
mitting this  stable  was  because  the  lot  was  at 
present  unoccupied.  If  the  applicant  had  had  his 
house  built  aud  the  stable  arranged  to  carry  on 
his  business,  I  think  the  committee  would  uave 
voted  unanimously  in  favor  of  granting  this  peti- 
tion ;  but  as  the  house  was  not  built,  and  as  doubt 
was  raised  whether  the  land  was  really  pur- 
chased—in fact,  it  was  alleged  that  the 
purchase  has  been  made  upon  condition 
that  this  permit  could  be  secured  —  and 
believing  that  there  wa9  some  question  about 
that,  the  committee  thought  as  there  was  no 
money  paid,  no  house  built,  no  investment  made, 
and  the  street  occupied  by  private  residences, 
perhaps  the  gentleman  could  find  a  location 
equally  convenient  for  his  business  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity.  The  majority  came  in  with  a  re- 
port of  leave  to  withdraw.  The  matter  was  dis- 
cussed in  the  Board  and  permission  was  given  to 
build.  The  report  of  the  commitcee  was  reversed 
by  the  Board,  and  that  action  has  been  called  for 
reconsideration.  To  send  this  back  to  the  com- 
mittee again,  after  the  action  taken  by  the  Board, 
I  hold  will  be  a  reflection  upon  the  committee. 
The  report  of  the  committee  having  been  re- 
versed by  the  Board,  1  thiuk  it  is  pro,erly  before 
this  Board,  and  that  it  should  stay  here  until 
settled.  I  for  one  protest  against  its  being  sent 
back. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  was  shown  a  deed  by  the 
petitioner,  who  said  it  was  going  <  n  record,  and 
be  has  just  told  me  that  it  has  been  filed  in  the 
Register's  office  for  record.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
land  has  been  purchased. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost— 3  for, 
6  against. 

MONKS  STABLE  ON  SOUTH  STREET. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hersey  the  special  as- 
signment for  this  session,  viz.,  leave  to  withdraw 
on  application  of  trustee  of  the  Monks  estate  of 
leave  to  occupy  the  old  orick  buildings,  233  and 
239  South  street,  as  a  stable  for  100  horses,  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

MT.     WASHINGTON  -  AVENUE     BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  au- 
thorized to  repair  Mt.  Washington-avenue  Bridge 
at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $10,000,  to  be  charged 
to  the  special  appropriation  for  that  purpose. 

Ordered,  That  Mt.  Washington-avenue  Bridge 
be  closed  to  public  travel  June  20,  1881,  and  re- 
main closed  while  the  repairs  of  said  bridge  are 
being  made. 

Severally  passed. 

THE    REGISTRY    OF    DEEDS  BUILDING. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  County  Buildings,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  accompanying  petition  of  Wil- 
liam I.  Bowditcb  and  others,  that  the  record  hall 
of  the  Registry  of  Deeds  may  be  ventilated,  beg 
leave  to  report 

That  they  have  examined  the  premises,  in  con- 
nection with  the  City  Architect,  and  find  that  by 
enlarging:  the  ventiducts  and  carrying  them  up 
higher  on  the  roof,  also  inserting  in  the  walls 
ventilators  for  fresh  air  supplies,  the  air  of  the 
room  can  be  much  improved. 

The  building  being  owned  by  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society,  it  was  necessary  to  obtain 
their  written  consent  to  perform  said  work,  pro- 
vided the  same  was  approved  by  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. Such  consent  has  been  received,  and 
your  committee  would  recommend  the  passage  of 
an  order  authorizing  this  much-needed  work, 
costing,  as  per  estimate  of  the  City  Architect, 
$500.  For  the  Committee, 

Wm.  Woolley. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  County  Build- 
ings be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  pro- 
vide additional  ventilating  apparatus  for  the 
ventilation  of  the  record  hall  of  the  Registry  o£ 
Deeds  building,  Court  square,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $500;  said  sum,  together  with  all  other 
amounts  expended  on  said  building,  not  exceed- 
ing the  sum  of  $5000  for  the  municipal  year;  the 
expense  therefor  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

FENCE    FOR    HIGH    SCHOOL    BUILDING. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  furnish  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  about  220  lineal 


feet  of   the  iron  fence  they  have  removed  from 
the  puolic  squares,  to   be  used  to  enclose  the 
grounds  ef  the  High  School  buildings. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

MUSIC  STAND  ON  THE  COMMON. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Cummittee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds,  who  «  ere  requested  to  consider 
the  expediency  or  erecting  a  permanent  music 
stand  upon  the  Common,  would  respectfully  re- 
port that  they  have  given  the  subject  matter 
their  attention,  and  are  fully  in  favor  of  building 
a  stand  such  as  is  suggested.  The  City  Architect 
has  prepared,  at  the  committee's  request,  a  plan 
for  a  music  stand  which  will  accommodate  about 
one  hundred  musicians.  It  will  be  ornamented 
and  attractive,  aud  having  a  roof  over  it  acting 
as  a  sounding  board,  the  musical  effects  of  the 
concerts  will  be  greatly  improved.  The  commit- 
tee, therefore,  recommend  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing order. 

For  the  Committee, 

Charles  H.  B.  Breck. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Common  and  Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to 
erect  upon  Boston  Common  a  music  stand  ac- 
cording to  plans  and  estimates  prepared  by  the 
City  Architect;  the  expense  thereof.not  to  exceed 
the  sum  of  S1000,  and  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Incidentals. 

Order  passed— yeas  11,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Minors'  applications  granted — 2  bootblacks,  1 
newsboy.    Severally  accepted. 

PERMITS   FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  recommending  the 
granting  of  petitions  to  locate  and  use  steam  en- 
gines as  follows: 

Chase  &  Prichaid,  coiner  of  Beach  and  Federal 
streets. 

Hinkley  Locomotive  Company,  439  Albany 
street. 

Alfred  Chadbourne,  Linden  street.  Ward  24. 

Isaac  F.  Scripture,  291  Dorchester  street. 

G.  W.  Ashby,  14  Hancock  street,  Charlestown. 

Joseph  Binns,  rear  83  O  street,  Ward  14. 

Severally  accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of 
N.  S.  Wakefield  et  al.,  for  flagging  cross  walk 
across  Washington  .-treet  at  Beethoven  street; 
George  L.  Thorndike  et  al.  for  a  cross  walk  from 
Meridian  street  to  24  Central  square,  East  Boston; 
N.  Seaver  etal.,  for  a  cross  walk  on  Meridian 
street  from  110  to  113  on  said  street;  Ellis  Broth- 
ers et  al.,  for  a  new  cross  walk  on  Merchants' 
Row  at  junction  of  Chatham  street;  Dr.  O.  H. 
Marion  e£a£.,  for  a  flagging  cross  walk  at  the  in- 
tersection of  Allston  street  and  Brighton  avenue; 
John  D.  Banl  tt  et  al.,  for  a  cross  walk  across 
Harvard  avenue  at  Cambridge  street,  Brighton. 
Severally  accepted. 

Reports  and  orders— to  grade  and  gravel  Second 
street,  between  P  and  Q  streets,  and  Q  street  be- 
tween Second  and  Third  streets,  estimated  cost 
$4500;  to  pave  Marginal  street,  between  Orleass 
and  Cottage  streets,  with  small  granite  blocks, 
estimated  cost  $4500;  to  furnish  and  set  edge- 
stones,  pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  and 
macadamize  the  roadway  of  Cheshire  street;  to 
grant  permission  to  H.  and  J.  Pfaff  to  lay  an  iron 
pipe  under  Pynchon  street  to  convey  water  from 
an  artesian  well  to  their  brewery,  upon  the  usual 
conditions;  to  grade  and  macadamize  Station 
street  from  Tremont  street  to  Parker  street,  fur- 
nish and  set  edgestones  and  pave  the  gutters  and 
sidewalks.    Orders  passed. 

Reports  and  orders— to  remove  the  cobble-stone 
pavement  from  Maverick  street  between  London 
and  Havre  streets,  and  to  macadamize  the  road- 
way, reset  the  edgestones  and  repave  the  gutters, 
estimated  cost  $1000;  to  pay  $1200  to  Michael 
Freeman,  Jr.,  for  grade  damages  on  Fort  avenue 
and  Highland  Park  street;  to  set  edgestones  and 
pave  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of  James  F. 
Smith  on  Savin  street;  to  lay  brick  sidewalks  in 
front  of  estates  of  N.  M.  Jewett,  20-24  Cazenove 
place;  Catherine  Perry,  199  Paris  street;  Carl  E. 
Kholm,  197  Pans  street;    M.  Luppold,  201  Paris 
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street;  to  lay  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates 
of  Charles  F.Kittredge,  13  Ashtnont  street;  David 
Daly,  159  Havre  street;  Lewis  W.  Tappan,  Jr.,  13 
Lin  wood  street;  H.W.Brown,  57  Quincy  street; 
F.  Schayer,  90  Baxter  street;  Mary  Flynn,  443 
East  Second  street;  Margaret  Ann  Hussey,  206 
W*st  Third  street. 

Orders  passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  he  granted  to  the 
American  Bell  Telephone  Company  to  erect  in 
Dot  Chester  three  poles  on  Washington  street,  be- 
tween Dorchester  avenue  and  River  street;  eight 
poles  on  River  street,  between  Washington  street 
and  Central  avenue;  three  poles  on  Central  ave- 
nue, between  River  street  and  the  line  of  Milton, 
and  thirteen  poles  on  River  street,  oetween  the 
easterly  line  of  Blue  Hill  avenue  and  the  Hue  of 
Hyde  Park ;  said  poles  to  be  placed  on  said  streets 
in  the  positions  designated  by  red  circles  on  plans 
drawn  by  Clarence  A.  Perkins,  surveyor,  dated 
March  28, 1881,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets;  provided  that  said 
company  shall  first  give  to  the  city  an  agreement 
in  writing  saving  harmless  said  city  against  any 
and  all  claims  for  damages,  costs  or  expenses,  for 
or  on  account  of,  or  in  anyway  growing  out  of 
the  erecting  or  maintaining  of  said  poles  on  said 
streets. 

Also  upon  condition  that  said  poles  snail  be 
kept  well  painted  and  in  good  condition,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and 
that  the  wires  shall  be  placed  on  said  poles  not 
less  than  twenty  five  feet  from  the  ground,  and 
that  the  name  of  said  company  shall  be  distinctly 
painted  on  the  crossbars  used  and  occupied  by 
said  company  on  said  poles. 

Also  upon  condition  tnat  said  company  shall 
allow  the  Fire  and  Paving  departments  ol  this 
city  the  exclusive  use  of  the  upper  crossbar  and 
top  of  each  pole  for  the  purpose  of  placing  wires 
thereon. 

Also  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall 
agree  not  to  remove  the  poles  located  by  this 
order  without  permission  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  shall  agree  to  remove  said  poles  when 
so  directed  by  said  Board 

Laid  over  on  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis. 

BOSTON,  WINTHROP  &  POINT  SHIRLEY  RAILROAD. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Puolic  Insti- 
tutions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
Boston,  Winthrop  &  Point  Shirley  Railroad  Com- 
pany for  an  excDange  of  land  in  tne  town  of  Win- 
throp, having  considered  the  subject,  respectful- 
ly recommend  tne  nassage  of  the  following  order. 
For  the  "Committee, 

Lucius  slade,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  tne  Mayor  be  author- 
ized to  convey  to  the  Boston,  Winthrop  &  Point 
Shirley  Railroad  Company  the  right  to  construct 
and  maintain  said  railroad  upon  the  parcels  of 
land  marked  A,  B  and  C  on  a  plan  made  by  Whit- 
man &  Breck,  engineers,  dated  June  3,  1881,  and 
hereto  annexed;  provided  that  said  company  will 
discontinue  and  convey  to  the  city  of  Boston  the 
parcels  of  land  marked  No.  1  and  No.  2  on  said 
plan. 

Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

CHARLESTOWN    ALMSHOUSE. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Insti- 
tutions, to  whom  was  referred  the  request  of  the 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions  for  an  appropri- 
ation of  $28,700  lor  repairs  on  the  Charlestown 
Almshouse,  having  considered  the  subject,  beg 
leave  to  report  that  they  believe  that  all  necessa- 
ry repairs  can  be  made  tor  a  much  less  sum  than 
is  asked  for,  and  it  is  therefore  inexpedient  to 
grant  the  request. 

For  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

PUBLIC   LANDS. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
respectfullv  report  upon  the  accompanying  peti- 
tion of  Robert  Codman  and  others,  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  ihe  amount  of  a  mortgage  held  by  the  city 
upon  their  estate  on  Clinton  street,  etc.,  to  se- 
cure the  payment  of  certain  assessments  and 
betterments  levied  thereon,  the  following  order. 
For  the  Committee, 

C.    V.   WlIITTfcN. 

Ordered,  That  bis  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  be 
hereby  is  authorized  and  empowered  on  behalf  of 
the  city,  on  the  payment  of  the  Bum  of  $87,500  to 


the  city  of  Boston  on  or  before  July  1,  1881,  or 
within  ten  days  from  the  passage  of  this  order,  to 
release  and  discharge  the  mortgage  given  to  the 
city  by  Josiah  Quincy  and  Edmund  Quincy,  dated 
May  1, 1875,  and  recorded  in  book  1289,  page  309, 
of  Suffolk  Deeds;  or  if  requested  by  the  present 
holders  of  the  mortgaged  estate,  to  transfer  and 
assign  the  said  mortgage  and  mortgage  note 
to  such  person  or  corporation  as  they 
may  appoiit,  without  covenant  or  liability  on  the 
part  of  the  city,  the  amount  thereof  having  been 
tirst  reduced  to  said  sum  of  $87,500. 

Read  once   and  laid  over. 

Alderman  Whitten  stated  that  if  any  member 
of  the  Board  desired  to  ascertain  the  facts  in  this 
case,  he  could  call  on  Mr.  Talbot  of  the  Street 
Commissioners,  who  knew  and  understood  them 
better  than  any  one  else. 

STREETS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets: 

Report  recommending  reference  to  Committee 
on  Paving  of  the  order  referred  to  them  by  the 
Common  Council,  requesting  the  Committee  on 
Streers  to  grade  and  put  in  order  Station  street. 
Ward  22.  Accepted,  and  said  order  referred  ac- 
cordingly. 

Report  recommending  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  lands  of  so  much  of  the  report  of 
the  Inspectors  of  Prisons  lor  Suffolk  County  re- 
ferred among  the  unfinished  business  of  last 
year,  as  relates  to  the  grounds  of  the  Marcella- 
street  Home. 

WOODEN    BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Vil-s  submitted  reports  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  recommending  the" passage  of  orders, 
as  follows: 

To  erect  wooden  additions  to  wooden  buildings, 
by  Henry  Pigeon  &  Son,  89  Sumner  street;  Wil- 
liam Austin,  at  Forest  Garden;  Boston  Dye  Wood 
and  Chemical  Company,  on  their  wharf,  Ward  1; 
J.  G.  Kelso,  24  and  26  South  Eden  street;  Cousens 
Brothers,  rear  of  Brighton  avenue,  near  Brook- 
line  Bridge. 

To  erect  wooden  buildings,  by  Eli  W.  Hoyt, 
Saratoga  street;  Lyon,  Dupuy  & 'Co.,  rear  115  to 
122  Sumner  street;  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany, Park  street,  near  Dorchester  avenue;  Sam- 
uel S.  Atwood  &  Co.,  rear  1164  Tremont  street; 
Glendon  Company, (iler.don  wharf,Glendon  street. 
Severally,  according  to  specifications  on  tile 
in  the  Department  for  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings. 

Orders  severally  passed.    Sent  down. 

PAY  OF  A  DECEASED  EMPLOYE. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order— That  there  be 
paid  to  Mary  E.  Baker  the  amount  due  the  late 
Charles  W.  Baker  as  Clerk  for  the  Department 
lor  the  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings  for 
the  month  of  May.  Read  twice  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

SEVENTEENTH    OF   JUNE. 

Alderman  Caldwell  offered  the  following  : 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Hall  and  public  offices 
be  closed  on  Friday,  June  17. 1881,  the  anniversa- 
ry of  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Passed.  Sent 
d  iwn. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Police  be 
authorized  to  close  against  travel  by  vehicles  on 
the  mo-ning  ot  the  17ch  inst.,  during  the  forma- 
tion of  the  procession  of  the  Antique  Associa- 
tion, the  loliowiDg-named  streets  In  Charlestown 
viz.:  Medford  street,  between  Elm  and  Lexingl 
ton  streets;  Monument  street,  below  Bunker  Hill 
street;  Everett,  Cottage  and  Polk  streets. 

Passed. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  Charlestown 
Antique  Association,  for  leave  to  parade  in 
streets  of  Charlestown  June  17.  On  motion  of 
Aldermen  Caldwell,  the  request  was  granted. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED,  WITH  DIRECTIONS  TO  HEAR 
THE  PARTIES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  presented  a  petition  from 
B.  E.  Gline  and  others,  that  Bunker  Hill  street  be 
put  in  order.  Referred  to  tne  Committee  on 
Paving,  with  directions  to  hear  the  parties. 

Alderman  Haideman  presented  a  remonstrance 
from  William  W.  Hill  and  others,  against  the 
erection  or  American  Btll  Telephone  Company's 
poles  in  EaBt  and  West  Springfield  streets.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  with  instruc 
nons  to  give  ihe  parties  a  hearing. 
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THE  YORKTOWN  CELEBRATION. 

Alderman  Haldeman  offered  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  Government  ot  the  United  states 
has  invited  the  republic  ot  France  to  take  part  in 
celebrating  in  October  Dext  the  centennial  anni- 
versary of  the  surrender  of  Lord  Cornwallis  at 
Yorktown,  and 

Whereas,  It  is  expected  that  descendants  of  the 
soldiers  of  Fiance  who  served  in  tbe  War  for  In- 
dependence will  be  present  to  participate  in  the 
said  celebration,  it  is  therefore 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  request- 
ed, in  behalf  of  the  City  Council,  to  extend  the 
hospitalities  of  the  city  to  the  representatives  of 
France  who  may  visit  this  country  on  that  occa- 
sion. 

Read  once  and  laid  over. 

THE  BOYLSTON-STREET  ESTATE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hersey  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  in  favor  of 


disposing  of  the  estate  No.  37  Boylston  street— 
with  order,  amended,  so  that  proceeds  of  sales 
shall  constitute  a  special  fund  ror  erection  of  the 
new  Public  Library  Building,  was  taken  from  the 
table. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  have  no  doubt  we  are  com- 
mitted to  the  removal  of  the  Public  Library  to 
the  Back  Bay,  and  the  question  is,  of  course, 
whether  it  is  desirable  at  this  time  to  sell  this 
estate,  or  wait  for  a  better  market.  I  understand 
this  estate  has  never  been  paid  for,  and  that  there 
are  bonds  outstanding  for  it.  It  seems  to  me 
that  if  the  building  is  disposed  of,  the  proceeds 
should  go  to  liquidate  that  debt. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hersey,  the  order  was 
amended  so  that  tbe  proceeds  should  "be  applied 
to  the  liquidation  of  said  debt;"  and,  as  amended, 
the  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 


JUNE    16,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  7.30  o"clock  P.  M„  Andrew 
J.  Bailey,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  HOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Reports  and  orders  authorizing  permits  to 
build  to  be  issued  to  the  lollowing-nanied  parties 
in  the  locations  set  forth,  viz. : 

Cousens  Brothers,  rear  Brighton  avenue,  Ward 
2.5;  William  Austin,  rear  Forest  Hills  street,  Ward 
23;  J.  G.  Kelso,  South  Eden  street,  Ward  4;  Bos- 
ton Dyewood  and  Chemical  Company,  on  their 
wharf,  Ward  1;  Henry  Pigeon  &  Son,  Sumner 
street,  Ward  2;  Lyon,  Dupuy  &  Co.,  rear  of  Sum- 
ner street,  Ward  2;  Glendon  Company,  Olendon 
wharf,  Ward  1;  Samuel  S.  Atwood  &  Co.,  rear 
Tremont  street,  Ward  19;  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company,  Park  street,  Ward  24;  Eli  W.  Hoyt, 
Saratoga  street,  Ward  2. 

Orders  severally  passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  (inexpedient)  to  grant  an  appi  opriation 
ol  $28,700,  for  repairs  on  Charlestown  "almshouse. 
Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  close  City  Hall  and  public  offices  on 
June  17.  The' order  was  declared  refused  a  sec- 
ond reading.  Mr.  Ha,rc  ot  Ward  is  doubttd  the 
Vote,  and  on  his  motion  the  yeas  and  Days  were 
ordered.  The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing—yeas 31,  navs  14; 

Yeas  —  Messrs.  Bartlett,  Beal,  Bigelow,  Brim- 
becom,  Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp, 
Cotton,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell,  Fisk,Free- 
m an,  Gove,  Hart,  Hosley,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Math- 
ews, Means,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P.  Morrison, 
Parkman,  Pray,  Smith,  Swan,  Viles,  Wakefield, 
Williains-31. 

Nays— Messrs.  Barry,  Boyle,  Ccstello,  C.  F. 
Doherty,  J.  Doherty.  Fitzpatrick,  McCormick, 
McNamafa,  Powers,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Rosnosky, 
■Welch,  Whitmore— 14. 

Absent  or  not  voting  —  Messrs.  Bowker, 
Conliu,  Connell,  Cronin,  Daly,  Dana,  Denney, 
Devlin,  Ford,  Folan,  Greenough,  Hagar,  Harding, 
Hilton,  Huntress,  Maguire,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P. 
J.  McLaughlin,  Mullett,  Murphy,  Pope,  Pratt, 
Teevan,    Walsh,   Wharton,  Wheeler— 26. 

The  order  was  then  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr. 
Eddy  of  Ward  24 moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Report  and  order  to  convey  to  the  Boston,  Win- 
throp  &  Point  Shirley  Railioad  Company  the 
right  to  construct  aud  maintain  said  railroad 
on  certain  land  of  the  city,  on  the  condition  in 
said  order  set  forth.  Ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Order  to  pay  to  Mary  E.  Baker  the  amount  due 
for  .May  to  the  late  Charles  W.  Baker,  clerk  of 
the  Department  for  the  Survey,  etc., of  Buildings. 
Read  twice,  under  a  suspension  ot  the  rule,  on 
motion  ot  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12,  and  passed 
in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  to 
furnish  about  220  lineal  feet  of  iron  fence,  lately 
removed  from  public  squares,  to  enclose  the 
grounds  of  the  High  School  building.  Read 
twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Parkman  ot  Ward  9,  and  passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Amendment  to  the  order  concerning  the  sale  of 
the  land  and  building  37  Boylston  street,  so  as  to 
provide  that  the  proceeds  ot  the  sale  shall  be  ap- 
plied to  the  liquidation  of  the  city  debt.  Con- 
curred. 

Notice  of  City  Clerk  that  the  order  proposing 
to  give  a  holiday  to  all  persons  in  the  employ  of 
the  city  without  loss  of  pay  on  June  17th  hist., 
tailed  to  pass  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  the 
13th  inst.    Placed  on  hie. 

SUPERINTENDENT      OF     PRINTING. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  called  up  the  first 
past  assignment  on  the  programme,  viz.: 

An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  regard 
to  public  printin?.    (Printed  in  City  Doc.  No.  72.; 

The  question  was  upon  passing  the  ordinance 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mi.  Means  ot  Ward  20—  At  the  meeting  before 
the  last  this  ordinance  was  specially  assigned  at 
my  request.  Since  then  I  have  obtained  some 
lurther  information  upon  it,  and  I  suppose  it  is  my 


duty,  for  the  benefit  of  the  gentlemaD  who  intro- 
duced the  ordinance,  to  say  that  1  think  It  is  a 
good  movement,  and  see  no  reason  why  it  should 
not  be  passed. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  will  explain  the  reason  for  my 
calling  the  matter  up  at  this  time  in  the  evening. 
The  debate  was  closed  at  the  meeting  a  fort- 
night ago  by  adjournment,  and  one  of  my  col- 
leagues on  the  committee  is  not  here.  Meantime 
trouble  has  been  made  by  the  nomination  of  a 
Superintendent  of  Printing  by  the  Mayor,  who 
did  so  under  a  misapprehension.  The  Committee 
on  Ordinances  found  that  the  present  ordinance 
was  illegal,  in  that  it  provided  for  the  appoint- 
ment ot  a  Superintendent  of  Printing  lor  three 
years.  The  only  change  from  the  present  ordi- 
nance is  in  making  the  office  an  elective  one  by 
the  City  Council,  and  the  Superintendent  holds 
office  for  one  year.  The  committee  reported  the 
ordinance  in  good  season — nearly  a  month  ago — 
but  by  accident  no  vote  has  been  arrived  at.  It 
is  important  that  it  should  be  acted  upon  at  once. 
For  that  reason  1  have  called  it  up  to  be  acted 
upon  at  this  meeting. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  to  a  second  reading, 
and  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  which  was  carried,  and  the  ordinance  was 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  requested  by  one  of  ray 
colleagues  on  the  committee  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  the  ordinance,  which  is — 

"Provided,  that  the  present  incumbent  shall 
hold  office  until  bis  successor  Is  elected  and  qual- 
ified, in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  had  been  elected 
under  this  ordinance." 

The  idea  is  that  there  shall  not  be  any  vacancy 
in  the  office  through  any  mistake. 

The  amendment  was  accepted,  and  the  ordi- 
nance as  amended  was  passed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moveda  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

MUSIC    STAND  ON  THE    COMMON. 

Among  the  papers  from  the  other  branch  was 
a  report  and  order  for  the  erection  of  a  music 
stand  on  Boston  Common,  at  an  expense  not  ex- 
ceeding siooo. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  move  that  further 
consideration  of  this  matter  be  assigned  to  our 
next  meeting  at  a  quarter  past  eight  o'clock.  I 
hope  the  committee  will  consent.  I  want  to  have 
an  opportunity  to  look  at  the  plans. 

Mr.  Morrison  ot  Ward  23—1  would  state,  with 
the  permission  of  th6  gentleman,  that  Mr.  Clough , 
the  City  Architect,  says  that  the  plans  are  all 
ready  for  operations,  and  if  this  order  caD  be 
passed  tonight  he  can  have  the  stand  in  readiness 
for  the  Fourth  of  July.  Unless  it  passes  tonight 
he  cannot  do  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore — The  reason  I  ask  for  the  delay 
is  because  it  is  represented  that  this  is  to  be  a 
permanent  building.  It  is  to  have  a  root,  and 
will  stand  there  from  month  to  mouth,  and  from 
year  to  year.  That  is  an  encroachment  upon  the 
Common  which  should  not  be  hurriedly  made. 
For  that  reasoD  1  desire  to  look  at  the  plans  and 
see  whether  it  is  to  be  a  permanent  building,  and 
have  asked  that  it  lie  over  until  the  next  meet- 
ing. The  matter  is  too  important  to  be  hurried 
through.  It  we  have  got  along  so  many  years 
without  encroaching  upon  Boston  Common  with 
a  permanent  music  stand,  it  seems  to  me  we  can 
get  along  another  week,  or  even  another  Fourth 
of  July.  I  am  desirous  that  they  should  have 
such  a  music  stand  there  as  they  need,  but  I  hope 
that  no  permauent  building  will  be  erected  upon 
Boston  Common  without  deliberate  consideration. 
I  hope  we  will  have  an  opportunity  to  f-ee  the 
plans  and  understand  the  character  of  this  per- 
manent structure. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— As  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  23  has  already  stated,  if  the  order  is 
passed  tonight  we  can  have  the  music  stand  for 
use  on  the  Fourth  of  July.  It  is  one  of  the 
ancient  customs  to  give  a  concert  on  the  Common 
on  the  Fourth  of  July.  As  is  already  known,  the 
city  has  already  given  some  concerts  on  the  Com- 
mon. The  conceri  last  Sunday  was  attended  by 
25,000  people,  showing  that  good  music  is 
appreciated  by  the  citizens.  I  am  free  to 
state  that  the  idea  of  the  committee  in  putting  in 
this  order  is  that  it  shall  be  a  permanent  building. 
When  a  conceit  is  given  upon  a  stand  in  the  open 
an,  as  at  presen  ,  a  large  volume  of  the  sound 
goes  right  up  in  the  air,  and  -s  not  heard  to  the 
fullest  advantage  by  the  people  on  a  level 
with     it    or     a    little     lower.       The     proposed 
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stand— a  plan  of  which  is  being  handed 
round  by  the  City  Messenger— has  a  roof 
to  it,  made  like  a  sounding  board,  so  that  the 
sound  from  the  instruments,  instead  of  going  up 
into  the  air,  will  be  diffused  in  all  directions  on 
the  sides,  and  the  people  can  hear  it  to  the  best 
advantage.  At  present  the  City  Messenger  has  a 
stand  which  he  is  obliged  to  move  to  and  from 
all  parts  of  the  city  when  there  is  a  concert.  The 
committee  went  carefully  into  the  actual  ex- 
pense of  this  removal.  By  careful  calculation  it 
was  found  that  the  interest  on  the  amount 
which  the  committee  recommend  should  be  ex- 
pended for  a  permanent  stand  would  be  consid- 
erably less  than  the  City  Messenger  has  to  spend 
each  year  for  the  transportation  of  the  stand  on 
occasions  when  concerts  are  given.  The  attend- 
ance upon  the  concerts  this  year,  and  the  in- 
creased interest  manifested  in  the  music  given 
under  the  auspices  of  the  city,  shows  that  it  is  a 
great  thing  for  the  citizens  of  Boston.  I  think 
they  will  highly  appreciate  any  effort  made  by 
the  City  Government  to  increase  their  pleasure, 
which  I  think  will  be  done  by  the  erection  of  a 
permanent  music  stand  on  the  Common. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  would  like  to  know 
from  the  committee  whereabouts  they  intend  to 
place  this  house  on  the  Common  ?  If  the  com- 
mittee can  give  me  any  information  whereabouts 
it  is  going  to  be  situated  I  should  like  to  know  it. 
If  this  building  is  to  be  pat  up  on  the  parade 
ground,  I  don't  think  we  want  10  obstruct  the 
Common  there.  The  committee  was  asked  to 
give  that  part  of  the  Common  to  the  boys  to  play 
ball  on,  and  they  would  n't  do  it,  because  the 
grass  would  n't  be  clean  enough.  Now,  if  they 
are  to  put  this  stand  there  and  give  concerts 
there,  the  grass  will  be  far  worse  than  if  the  boys 
played  ball  there.  1  say  it  is  an  outrage  to  come 
here  and  ask  tor  a  thousand  dollars  to  put  up  one 
of  those  hen  houses  on  the  Common.  We  have 
enough  of  them  there  now.  The  committee  re- 
fused to  give  the  boys  permission  to  play  ball  on 
the  parade  gronnd,  out  now  they  are  willing  to 
obstruct  the  Common  with  this  great  music 
stand,  and  I  think  it  is  an  outrage  to  spend  a 
thousand  dollars  for  such  a  building. 

Mr.  Parkman— The  gentleman  from  Ward  16 
has  wasted  his  eloquence.  The  committee  have 
no  intention  of  placing  the  music  stand  on  the 
parade  ground,  where  the  boys  are  now  allowed 
to  play  with  perfect  freedom.  Although  the  posi- 
tion of  the  stand  has  not  been  fully  decided 
upon,  it  will  probably  be  placed  nearly  where  the 
present  stand  is  located,  in  the  mall  between  the 
big  flagstaff  hill  and  the  smaller  bill,  where  it 
will  afford  many  people  an  opportunity  to  sit  on 
the  side  of  the  hill  and  enjoy  the  music,  and  not 
interfere  with  the  play  of  the  boys  on  the  parade 
ground. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  must  confess  I  am  surprised 
that  this  matter  should  be  brought  before  us  so 
hurriedly,  upon  the  specious  plea  that  it  must  be 
used  on  the  Fourth  of  July.  Although  I  never 
did  it  myself,  I  know  it  is  a  very  convenient 
method  of  rushing  through  a  measure  by  stating 
that  it  roust  be  done  tonight  or  notatall,  in  order 
to  be  ready  for  a  particular  occasion,  and  in  that 
way  perhaps  affect  our  decision.  I  think  the 
Council  will  remember  that  in  years  past  grave 
objections  have  been  made  to  the  use  of  the  Com- 
mon for  any  permanent  buildings.  In  1878  this 
feeling  culminated  in  a  law  lorbidding  the  put- 
ting up  any  permanent  building  on  the  Common 
of  over  six  hundred  square  feet  in  size.  I  hope 
the  committee  have  kept  within  the  law  in 
making  a  plan  lor  this  music  stand.  I  under- 
stand there  is  a  request  for  an  additional  pay- 
master's lodge  on  the  Common.  The  fact  is, 
there  i3  always  a  desire  to  use  Boston  Common 
for  some  purpose  other  than  that  for  which  it 
has  been  set  apart.  However  pleasant  it  may  be 
for  the  city  of  Boston  to  have  a  nice  band  stand 
upon  the  Common,  with  a  roof  over  it,  I  think, 
sir,  that  the  idea  ought  not  to  be  entertained  for 
a  moment  as  a  measure  of  economy.  If  it  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  have  a  sound-board  there 
for  the  instruments,  let  us  have  it  so  arranged 
that  it  can  be  put  up  or  taken  down  at  pleasure. 
I  venture  to  say  that  the  City  Architect  can 
design  a  music  stand  with  a  sbundiog  board, 
that  can  be  easily  removed.  I  understand 
there  are  to  be  only  eight  concerts  this 
summer,  and  possibly  ten,  counting  extra 
occasions,  and  for  that  we  are  asked  to 
give  up  a  principle  which  we  have  fought  for  so 
often,  about  the  erection  ol  buildings  on  the 
Common.    It   seems  to   me  that  the  gentlemen 


have  shown  no  exigency  for  such  action.  I  am 
willing  to  vote  to  allow  the  committee  to  put  up 
this  stand,  with  a  proviso  in  the  order  that  it 
shall  be  taken  down  on  the  15th  of  October,  or  the 
1st  of  November,  or  whatever  date  will  be  beyond 
the  possibility  of  any  concerts  being  given.  That 
is  to  say.  when  that  time  comes  round,  we  will 
take  the  opinion  of  the  Council  whether  we  will 
let  it  stand  or  not.  I  am  willing  to  give  the  com- 
mittee that  much  benefit,  but  believe  that  the 
Council  will  then  order  it  taken  down.  It  is  un- 
fair and  unreasonable  to  ask  that  a  permanent 
building  shall  be  erected  on  Boston  Common 
when  it  is  to  be  used  only  eight  or  nine  times  a 
year.  I  have  a  suspicion  that  the  result  of  such 
action  will  be  that  when  we  have  got  the  building 
we  shall  be  called  upon  to  utilize  it.  Having  got 
the  building,  we  shall  be  told  that  we  must  use  it 
for  something  else;  and  that  is  one  great  objec- 
tion I  have  to  it.  For  that  reason,  sir,  I  hope  that 
the  passage  of  the  order  will  be  resisted.  No 
valid  reason  has  been  given  for  the  breaking  of  a 
good  rule. 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  16—1  hope  this  order  will 
pass.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  upon  the  Com- 
mon last  Sunday  evening.  The  present  stand  is 
not  large  enough  for  fifty  musicians.  It  is  en- 
tirely too  small.  As  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  states,  there  are  to  be  eight  or  ten  concerts 
given  every  year.  It  costs  $35  to  move  that  stand, 
which  makes  $350  a  year.  The  present  stand  has 
been  used  since  1873,  and  certainly  within  a  year 
or  two  we  will  have  to  build  a  new  one,  which 
will  cost  $300,  which  will  make  nearly  $700.  If  we 
erect  this  stand, we  shall  do  away  with  this  annual 
expense  of  moving  it,  and  shall  have  something 
that  will  be  an  ornament.  I  hope  the  order  will 
pass. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  not  only  object  to  this 
stand  being  placed  on  the  Common,  but  to  place 
it  where  the  gentleman  says,  will  obstruct  the 
view  of  the  fireworks  on  the  Fourth  of  July.  I 
also  object  to  this  building  because  I  believe  it 
will  be  used  for  some  other  purpose. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  am  always  happy  to 
agree  with  anything  the  Cocuinittee  on  Common 
propose,  and  this  is  one  of  the  times  when  1  am 
particularly  happy  to  do  so.  This  has  been  be- 
fore us  since  last  Monday,  and  if  we  bad  not 
heard  of  it  before,  we  heard  of  it  then,  and  have 
heard  of  it  since.  This  request  for  postponement 
is  not  so  much  for  approval  of  the  plane  as  for 
opposition.  This  matter  ought  to  have  been  in 
charge  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
and  then  it  would  have  had  the  approval  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12.  There  are  several 
buildings  on  the  Common,  at  one  end,  and  I 
should  like  to  see  some  at  the  other  end  to  bal- 
ance those.  I  refer  to  the  wooden  cover  of  the 
Brewer  fountain.  I  see  nothing  to  oppose  in  this 
matter.  The  Committee  on  Common  ought  to  be 
competent,  and  I  believe  that  the  taleuts  of  the 
gentlemen,  which  nave  been  discovered  by  us, 
warrant  the  belief  that  they  are  competent  to 
spend  a  thousand  dollars  in  building  a  music 
stand  on  the  Common,  and  that  it  will  be  expe- 
dient to  allow  them  to  do  so.  I  hope  the  motion 
to  assign  will  not  prevail  and  that  the  order  will 
be  passed. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8—1  understand  that 
the  committee  are  not  agreed  as  to  the  erection 
of  this  building  on  the  Common.  1  also  under- 
stand that  the  Superintendent  does  not  agree 
that  it  should  be  erected.  I  think  this  ought  to 
be  well  considered  before  it  is  passed,  and  I  hope 
the  motion  to  assigu  will  prevail,  so  that  we  shall 
have  an  opportunity  to  think  about  it,  and  the 
expediency  of  spending  a  thousand  dollars  tor 
such  a  purpose. 

Mr.  Barry— I  would  like  to  correct  the  gentle- 
man. There  are  some  places  on  the  Common 
where  the  Superintendent  objects  to  placing  the 
music  stand,  but  he  does  not  object  to  the  music 
stand. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

The  order  was  declared  passed  to  a  second 
reading.  Mr.  Whitmore  doubted  the  vote,  and 
on  his  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading— yeas 
39,  nays  16. 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barry,  Bartlett.  Beal,  Bigelow, 
Bowker,  Boyle,  Brimbecom,  Brown,  Child,  H. 
Clapp,  Connell,  Costello,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery, 
Farwell,  Fisk,  Ford,  Freeman,  Gove,  Hart,  Hil- 
ton, Hosley,  Lovell,  Mathews,  Means,  N.  M. 
Morrison,  P.  Morrison,  Parkman,  Pope,  Pratt, 
Quigley,  Rogers,  Smith,  Swau,  Viles,  Wakefield, 
Wharton,  Williams— 39. 
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Nays— Messrs.  H.  B.  Clapp,  Cronin,  Daly,  C.  F. 
Doherty,  Fitzpatrick,  Folao,  Lauten,  Maguire, 
McCoriuick,  J. A. McLaughlin.  McNamara,  Powers, 
Pray,  Rosnosky,  Teevan,    Welch,  Whitmore— 17. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Messrs.  Conlin,  Cotton, 
Dana,  Denney,  Devlin,  J.  Doherty,  Greenough, 
Hagar,  Harding,  Huntress,  P.  J.  McLaughlin, 
Mulletr,  Murphy,  Walsh.  Wheeler— 15. 

Mr.  Swan  of  Ward  24  moved  that  the  rule  be 
suspended.  Declared  carried.  Mr.  Whitraore 
doubted  the  vote,  and  upon  a  division  of  the  house 
the  Council  refused  to  suspend  the  rule,  tor  want 
of  a  two-thirds  vote. 

[For  further  action  on  music  stand,  see  later  in 
the  session.] 

EXAMINING  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  called  for  the  second 
passed  assignment  on  the  programme,  viz. : 

Motion  to  substitute  "An  ordinance  to  amend 
an  ordinance  in  regard  to  the  Public  Library" 
<recommended  in  a  minority  report)  for  the  ordi- 
nance on  the  subject  recommended  in  a  majority 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  (City 
Doc.  No.  65.) 

The  question  was  upon  the  substitution  of  the 
minority  report  and  ordinance  for  the  report  and 
ordinance  of  the  majority. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  that  the  matter  be  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  for 
this  reason:  I  have  bad  some  discussion  with 
one  of  the  tiustees,  who  has  served  for  many 
years,  and  think  that  we  are  not  far  apart  in  the 
opinion  that  an  annual  examination,  even  by  ex- 

Serts,  would  be  too  often,  and  that  on  the  other 
and  perhaps  the  library  might  be  examined  in 
part  each  year  by  experts.  I  would  like  to  have 
that  matter  considered  by  the  committee,  and 
inasmuch  as  this  is  one  of  those  philosophical 
questions  which  can  be  discussed  at  any  time, 
and  as  the  committee  for  this  year  have  been  ap- 
pointed, it  will  have  no  effect  until  next  year  if 
we  pass  the  ordinance.  I  should  like  to  see  if 
some  system  cannot  be  arrived  at  by  the  commit- 
tee which  will  be  satisfactory  both  to  them  and 
the  trustees. 

The  subject  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances. 

SCDBUBV  RIVER  STORAGE  BASIN  NO.  4. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  called  up  the  third 
passed  assignment  on  the  programme,  viz.— 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the 
majority  and  minority  reports  on  the  subject  of 
the  construction  of  Storage  Basin  No.  4,  on  Sud- 
bury River,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $354,000. 

The  question  was  upon  concurrence  in  the  ref- 
erence of  the  subject  to  the  Finance  Committee 
to  provide  the  means. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  hope  the  Finance 
Committee  will  not  be  troubled  by  the  reference 
of  this  matter.  In  1874  an  act  was  passed  to  build 
seme  storage  basins.  The  Water  Board  In  1875 
built  three  storage  basins.  No.  1  cost  $251,341. 83, 
and  it  contains  today  five  million  gallons  of 
water.  Then  they  constructed  basin  No  2,  which 
cost  $389,580.15,  and  it  contains  seven  million  gal- 
lons of  water.  They  then  went  to  work  and  start- 
ed to  build  basin  No.  3,  and  it  has  cost  $289,415. 
Those  three  basins  were  finished  in  1879.  There 
was  a  necessity  for  having  those  three  basins.  In 
1874  we  consumed  in  the  city  of  Boston  eighteen 
million  gallons  of  water  a  day.  In  1879,  when  the 
storage  basins  were  finished,  it  had  increased  to 
twenty-five  million  gallons  a  day.  From  1879  to 
1881  it  Increased  two  millions  of  gallons  more  a 
day,  and  we  are  now  consuming  twenty-seven 
millions  of  gallons  of  water  a  dav.  In  the  last  Gov- 
ernment the  chairman  of  the  Committeeon  Water 
on  the  part  of  the  Council,  Mr.  Greenough,  who  is 
now  absent,  brought  in  an  order  of  inquiry  to  ask 
the  Water  Board  what  could  be  done  to  prevent 
the  waste  of  water.  This  order  was  introduced 
in  December.  The  second  or  third  meeting  in 
this  vear  we  received  an  answer  that  something 
ought  to  be  done,  that  they  had  to  meter  the 
large  factories,  tanneries  and  other  places  to 
save  the  waste.  At  the  organization  ot  this  Gov- 
ernment I  was  placed  on  the  Committee  on  Wa- 
ter. There  was  a  meeting  called  the  first  day  I 
was  on  the  committee,  and  the  first  question  was 
to  get  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  to  put  in 
meters  into  all  the  houses  of  Boston.  I  objected 
at  the  first  meeting,  that  it  was  too  important  a 
matter  to  be  acted  upon  so  soon,  but  the  chair- 
man said  it  was  necessary  to  have  it.  I  did  n't 
bring  in  a  minority  report,  but  the  committee  re- 
ported in  favor  of  it,  and  the  Mayor  petitioned 


the  Legislature  and  the  act  was  passed.  The 
act  has  been  passed  to  meter  all  the  large  houses, 
factories,  stables  and  bar  rooms.  That  authority 
is  given  tc  Mr.  Davis,  the  Water  Registrar,  and 
they  say  they  save  forty  per  cent,  of  water.  If 
they  can  save  forty  per  cent,  of  the  water,  which 
will  bring  it  down  to  eighteen  million  gallons, 
they  can  stop  the  waste  of  water.  If  we  can 
bring  it  down  to  eighteen  million  gallons  a  day, 
we  don't  need  any  new  storage  basiD,  which  will 
cost  halt  a  million  dollars,  and  we  shall  not  need 
to  go  out  to  Ashland  and  give  them  half  a  million 
dollars  for  the  land,  and  take  it  out  of  our  citi- 
zens and  taxpayers.  Perhaps  I  am  not  able  to 
give  the  time  that  is  necessary  to  do  so,  but  this 
question  of  water  ought  to  be  explained.  It  is  a 
question  that  I  claim  ought  ro  be  explained.  It 
is  very  easy  for  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  pass  an 
order  to  spend  a  million  dollars  without  inquiry. 
Not  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
made  any  inquiry  about  this  matter,  but  sent  it 
right  to  the  Finance  Committee.  Gentlemen,  I 
claim  that  you  should  go  through  the  reports  of 
your  City  Engineer.  Mr.  Davis  has  reported 
from  year  to  year  that  there  should  be  something 
done  to  prevent  the  waste  of  water.  It  is  n't 
claimed  that  we  should  stop  the  free  use  of  water. 
It  was  stated  to  me  that  in  the  city  of  Providence 
they  used  ninety  gallons  of  water  for  every  per- 
son. They  came  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was 
too  much  waste;  so  they  metered  the  city,  and 
saved  sixty-five  gallons  to  a  person.  Today  we 
are  using  ninety-two  gallons  to  a  person.  No 
gentleman  can  tell  me  that  in  tenement  houses, 
where  there  are  four  or  five  families,  that  they 
use  that  much  water.  It  is  wasted.  This  water 
is  consumed  in  our  large  factories,  livery  stables 
and  bar  rooms,  and  that  is  where  this  great  waste 
comes  from.  Now,  Mr.  President,  coming  back 
to  the  basins,  I  claim  that  they  have  built  three 
basins  and  have  got  that  much  storage,  and  it  is 
all  they  need,  if  they  will  stop  the  waste.  I  want 
the  members  to  recollect  the  water  we  used  in 
1874, 1875, 1876  and  1877.  I  don't  think  we  had  to 
use  any  filters  then  on  the  pipes.  The  water  was  as 
clear  then  as  it  ought  to  be.  But  when  those  thiee 
storage  basins,  which  cost  nearly  a  million  dol- 
lars, were  finished,  you  had  to  have  a  filter  on 
your  water  pipe,  or  you  would  get  mud.  If  you 
have  a  garden  you  needn't  buy  any  loam,  you 
can  just  go  to  your  faucet  and  let  the  water  run 
on  to  the  garden.  When  they  built  those  three 
basins,  they  asked  the  City  Government  for  fifty 
thousand  dollars  to  remove  the  loam  on  those 
basins,  and  they  were  going  to  store  it  on  the 
Back  Bay  for  the  park.  As  long  as  they  did  not 
get  that  fifty  thousand  dollars,  they  let  the  loam 
remain,  and  the  citizens  are  getting  the  benefit 
of  it  today.  I  claim,  today,  that  if  the  Water 
Board  have  nothing  else  to  do,  and  we  want  to 
start  some  business  for  them  to  do,  let  them  take 
this  amount  of  money  and  employ  some  experts 
and  make  an  inquiry  as  to  what  is  necessary  to 
purify  the  water.  The  city  of  Boston  ought  to 
spend  a  million  dollars,  if  it  is  necessary,  in  puri- 
fying our  water.  We  don't  want  to  go  to  Ashland 
to  buy  any  more  land.  I  don't  know  whether  we 
want  any  more  lawsuits  or  not;  b»t  I  understand 
that  a  gentleman  of  this  Council  is  going  to  leave 
us  tonight  and  take  a  position  in  the  City  Solici- 
tor's office,  and  he  will  know  how  much  more 
work  there  will  have  to  be  done.  Why,  sir.  Gen  - 
eral  Butler  received  $50,000  for  services  to  the 
Water  Board  in  one  matter.  There  is  a  quarter 
of  the  cases  which  are  not  settled  yet,  and  the 
city  has  to  pay  tor  the  damages.  If  you  had  gone 
through  the  town  of  Ashland  in  1878,  you  would 
not  have  found  such  fine  residences  as  you  find 
there  now.  The  taxpayers  of  Boston  have  had  to 
pay  them  large  prices  for  their  laud,  and  enabled 
them  to  build  fine  residences.  I  tell  you,  gentle- 
men, that  we  have  had  to  pay  for  every  piece  of 
land  more  than  it  is  worth.  The  Water  Board 
goes  into  court,  and  the  city  has  to  pay 
for  the  damages,  though  once  in  a  while 
they  manage  to  gain  a  case.  I  say  it 
is  not  right  for  the  Council  to  try  an  experiment 
to  build  one  of  these  mudholes  and  spend  half  a 
million  dollars,  where  it  will  not  give  us  pure 
water.  I  don't  come  here  to  ask  for  the  free  use 
of  water;  but  we  should  have  lots  of  it.  When 
such  a  man  as  the  Engineer  tells  us  today,  as  he 
has  in  his  report,  that  something  must  be 
done  to  prevent  the  waste  of  water,  I 
say  we  ought  to  attend  to  that.  There  must 
be  something  done  in  regard  to  it.  Why  don't 
the  Water  Board  do  something?  They  know  there 
is  so  much  waste  and  why  don't  they  go  to  work 
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COMMON      COUNCIL, 


and  stop  it?  Knowing  such  a  fact,  I  don't  be- 
lieve in  passing  such  an  order  as  this.  The  city 
had  to  go  to  the  Legislature  and  get  that  act 
passed  for  the  Water  Hoard,  and  had  to  employ 
legal  talent  to  go  there,  and  the  taxpayers  had  to 
pay  for  it.  Now,  sir,  if  the  Boston  Water  Board 
is  to  make  business  for  the  Legislature  and  the 
courts,  I  claim  we  ought  to  know  it.  Perhaps  they 
have  some  acts  to  be  passed  the  coming  season. 
I  am  sorry  Mr.  Greenuugh  is  in  Europe.  I  don't 
believe  he  would  consent  to  this  expenditure. 
This  question  was  entirely  spruDg  upon  the 
committee,  the  same  as  the  meter  business  was, 
and  I  say  it  is  not  right.  I  move  the  order  be  in- 
definitely postponed. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1 — I  have  listened  with  a 
good  deal  of  interest,  as  I  have  no  doubt  the  rest 
of  the  Council  have,  to  the  eloquent  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  16.  It  is  beyond  my 
powers  of  eloquence  to  reply  to  him  in  the  same 
strain  in  which  he  has  entertained  the 
Council,  but  I  will  try  to  answer  some 
few  points  he  has  made.  This  matter 
of  water  is  something  upon  which  we  cannot 
speculate.  The  people  of  Boston  have  got  to 
have  water  They  expect  and  demand  that  the 
city  furnish  them  with  water.  If  the  gentleman 
really  spoke  what  he  believes,  I  think  he  would 
agree  with  me  upon  this  matter.  He  does  not 
oppose  this  question  upon  its  actual  merits,  but 
on  account  of  some  omission  or  commission  of 
the  Water  Board,  which,  if  he  was  so  disposed, 
he  could,  in  my  opinion,  explain.  He  proposes  to 
prevent  the  waste  of  water.  I  agree  with  him  per- 
fectly. But  he  really  proposes  to  speculate  upon 
the  supply.  He  nor  any  other  man  can  tell  surely 
how  much  the  meter  system  will  save  the  city. 
But  we  do  know  what  the  actual  supply  and  con  - 
sumption  are  today ;  and  we  know  that  nnless 
something  is  done,  if  we  should  have  another  dry 
year,  the  city  would  be  in  danger  of  a  water  fam- 
ine, which,  of  all  things,  in  my  opinion,  is  to  be 
dreaded.  Suppose  we  act  upon  the  gentleman's 
proposition  to  meter  the  city.  It  would  take  at 
least  57.000  meters.  I  never  have  heard 
what  they  ask  for  these  meters,  but  I 
have  set  the  price  at  $10  each,  which  would  cost 
$570,000.  There  is  a  question  whether  these  me- 
ters will  work  successfully  in  cold  weather.  There 
is  a  question  how  long  it  will  take  to  supply  57,- 
000  meters;  and  yet  all  this  time  there  is  going  on 
the  gradual  increase  of  the  use  of  water,  caused 
by  the  increase  of  population,  which  amounts,  as 
the  Engineer  states  in  his  report,  to  about 
ten  per  cent.  Now,  sir,  there  are  many 
people  in  this  city  who  do  not  know  where  the 
water  comes  from,  arid  how  it  is  delivered  to 
them.  They  simply  know  that  they  go  to  the 
faucet,  turn  it  on  and  the  water  runs.  If  it 
does  n't  run,  they  are  the  first  heard  from.  Who 
is  to  blame?  They  go  to  the  Water  Board.  I 
am  convinced  there  are  some  people  who  would  be 
glad  to  abolish  the  Water  Board.  I  say  we 
should  not  speculate  upon  this  matter.  We  are 
obliged  to  supply  the  people  with  water,  without 
any  delay  or  risk.  The  daily  yield  of  Lake  Co- 
chituate  in  a  dry  year,  which  is  the  only  time 
we  can  estimate  from,  is  12,000,000  gal- 
lons a  day.  We  have  three  basins  on  the  Sudbury 
River  with  a  capacity  of  20,000,000  a  day,  making 
a  yield  of  32,000,000  daily.  Then  we  are  obliged  to 
run  one  and  a  half  millions  of  gallons  daily  into 
Sudbury  River,  which  reduces  the  yield  to  thirty 
and  a  half  millions.  The  average  consumption  is 
29,350,000  gallons  daily,  which,  according  to  the 
Engineer's  report,  leaves  1,150,000  gallons  over 
and  above  our  daily  supply.  The  yearly  in- 
crease is  ten  per  cent.,  which  would  make 
3,000,000  gallons  a  day.  Upon  that  estimate  we 
shall  be  a  million  and  a  half  gallons  short  in  one 
year.  What  the  Water  Board  propose  to  do  is  to 
build  this  new  basin.  The  time  to  be  consumed 
in  that  is  something  like  three  years.  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  if  he  sup- 
poses that  in  three  years'  time  he  could  guaran- 
tee that,  by  the  application  of  meters,  this  appar- 
ent deficiency— which  is  liable  to  occur,  provided 
we  have  a  dry  year— could  be  supplied  in  that 
way  surely?  I  simply  bring  this  matter  of  meters 
up  as  one  of  speculation.  He  or  anybody  else  is 
not.  sure  that  this  can  be  done  by  the  application 
of  meters.  I  am  in  favor  of  saving  all  of  our 
water  supply  I  can.  The  gentleman  speaks  about 
the  cost  of  these  basins  and  the  land  damages. 
The  committee  were  informed  that  the  Water 
Board  have  already  bonded  all  the  land,  and  have 
purchased  a  portion  of  it,  and  the  cost  of 
it    all    will    be    but     $20,000.      I     have     heard 


it  said  that  the  legal  gentlemen  of  the 
city  were  very  much  incensed  at  such  action,  be- 
cause they  will  have  no  chance  to  get  fees.  The 
land  for  dam  No.  1  was  taken  and  settled  in  court 
for  $67,000;  for  dam  No.  2  it  was  $165,000,  and  for 
dam  No.  3  it  was  $40,000.  For  dam  No.  4  it  is  pro- 
posed to  pay  $26,000  for  the  land.  The  gentleman 
has  made  statements  which  disagree  entirely  with 
my  figures  in  regard  to  the  capacity  of  the  basins. 
Basin  No.  1  holds  today  288,000,000  gallons.  He 
stated  that  basin  No.  2  holds  700,000,000  gallons,  but 
according  to  my  figures  it  holds  one  million  more. 
For  dam  No.  4  the  estimate  is  eleven  hundred 
million  gallons,  and  the  cost  of  land  will  be  far 
less  than  that  for  the  other  basins.  The  number 
of  acres  in  basin  No.  4  is  270,  and  in  the  other 
basins— No.  1,  149  acres;  No.  2, 136;  and  No.  3,  283. 
This  land  for  No.  4  is  a  natural  ba-in  in  itself.  The 
committee  went  over  the  entire  property.  The  basin 
covers  some  of  the  finest  farming  land  I  have 
seen  in  Massachusetts.  The  watershed  i*  per- 
fect. The  water  in  the  basin  has  been  tested  and 
found  to  be  of  unusually  good  quality.  The 
water  of  which  the  gentleman  complains  has 
been  drawn  largely  from  basin  No.  3.  I  have  no 
doubt  the  Water  Board  would  be  thankful  to  the 
gentleman  if  he  could  explain  the  cause  of  the 
impurities,  and  devise  some  means  of  dispensing 
with  the  mud  of  which  he  speaks.  It  this  basin 
No.  4  is  built,  the  water  will  be  drawn  through 
basin  No.  2,  the  water  of  which  has  been  the 
purest  of  any  in  the  Sudbury  River  system.  The 
Council  has  already  voted  more  than  enough 
money  to  purchase  this  land,  and  the  Water  Board 
have  gone  on  and  purchased  it,  and  what  they 
ask  of  the  Government  is  the  right  and  the 
money  to  build  the  basin.  The  engineer  esti- 
mates that  it  will  take  three  years 
to  complete  the  basin.  I  submit  to  the 
Council  whether  or  not  the  basin  will  not 
be  needed  in  that  time,  with  our  gradual 
increase  of  population.  The  more  I  look  into  this 
matter  the  more  I  see  it  is  one  of  anticipation. 
You  have  got  to  look  ahead.  If  Boston  gets  short 
of  water  it  cannot  go  into  the  market  and  buy  it 
as  it  can  merchandise.  Some  members  opposed 
the  building  of  the  new  main  from  Chestnut  Hill 
Reservoir;  but  I  am  safe  in  saying  that  during 
the  past  cold  winter,  if  that  forty-eight-inch 
main  had  not  beep  in  operation,  there 
would  have  been  such  a  low  pressure  that  it 
would  have  been  impossible  to  get  a  supply  on 
the  higher  parts  of  the  city.  In  my  sectio'n  an 
arrangement  had  to  be  made  by  the  department 
so  that,  in  case  of  fire,  the  Cochituate  should  be 
turned  off  and  the  Mystic  turned  on;  while  in 
the  high  districts  people  were  melting  snow  to- 
get  water.  In  my  judgment,  we  have  no 
right  to  put  the  city  in  a  position  which 
will  render  such  a  state  or  affairs  lia- 
ble to  exist.  The  committee  have  considered  the 
subject  fully;  they  have  gone  over  the  ground 
and  looked  at  the  matter  in  a  businesslike  way, 
and  recommend  that  the  building  of  this  basin 
be  authorized  and  provided  for.  The  reference  of 
this  matter  to  the  Finance  Committee  is  nothing 
more  than  a  reasonable  thing  to  ask. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— I  hope  the  motion  to 
indefinitely  postpone  will  not  prevail.  The  posi- 
tion is  simply  this:  We  must  either  stop  the 
waste  of  water  now  going  on  or  have  an  Increased 
supply.  We  must  have  water.  I  think  the 
city  is  now  doing  the  best  it  can  to  stop  the 
waste  of  water.  Large  takers  are  metered. 
The  large  stables,  hotels  and  large 
consumers  take  their  water  through  a 
meter.  The  act  referred  to  by  the  gentle- 
man, as  passed  by  the  last  Legislature,  simply 
gave  the  Water  Board  power  to  put  meters  on 
such  large  buildings,  as  the  Simmons  Building, 
which  are  occupied  by  a  large  number  of  tenants. 
Formerly  they  only  had  the  right  to  put  on 
meters  where  buildings  were  occupied  by 
a  single  tenant  or  owner.  In  addition 
to  this  system  of  meters,  the  Water  Board 
have  ordered  from  Liverpool  two  large  meters 
which  have  successfully  stopped  the  waste 
of  water  In  England.  I  am  told  they  are  already 
in  working  order  in  Charlestown.  This  experi- 
ment will  show  whether  it  is  desirable  to  put 
more  of  those  large  meters  on  the  mains,  and 
thereby  try  to  stop  the  waste,  or  whether  it  will 
be  desirable  to  apply  meters  in  a  smaller  form 
from  house  to  house.  The  Water  Board  are 
trying  to  get  the  best  evidence  on  this  sub- 
ject they  can  by  experimenting  in  Charles- 
town.  The  capacity  of  Lake  Cochituate  is  al- 
ready exhausted.    We  get  all  we  can  from  there. 
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and  the  whole  Sudbury  River  system  has  been 
added  to  our  supply.  Toe  Sudbury  River  plan 
originally  comprised  eight  storage  basins,  three 
of  which  have  been  built.  As  the  city  increases 
in  size  the  demand  for  water  will  increase,  and 
we  shall  have  to  construct  more  of  those  basins. 
It  is  only  a  question  oi  time  when  we  shall  have 
to  build  them  all.  Last  year  the  money  was 
approprl  ated  to  make  surveys  for  a  new  basin  on 
the  Sudbury  River  system.  The  Water  Board 
have  done  so,  aDd  are  now  ready  to  construct  the 
basin.  This  money  is  for  the  construction  of  the 
fourth  basin,  and  there  are  no  land  damages  to 
be  paid  out  of  it.  That  has  been  provided  for  by 
bonding  the  land  in  advance,  so  that  we  know 
how  much  the  cost  of  the  land  vill  be,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  appropriation  will  be  applied  to 
the  construction  of  the  basin.  It  is  a  thine  which 
the  city  needs,  and  sooner  or  later  it  will  have  to 
have  it.  Unless  some  better  reasons  are  given  I 
hope  the  motion  to  postpone  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1  sugge-ted  that  the  Coun- 
cil were  going  to  the  Waterworks  on  the  28th, 
and  moved  to  specially  assign  to  the  first  meeting 
in  July. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  did  not  object,  and  withdrew  the 
motion  to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Mr.  Lovell  said  he  would  not  obj6ct  if  gentle- 
men would  agree  to  act  upon  it  before  the  sum- 
mer vacation. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  that  the  debate  be  now 
closed. 

The  President  ruled  the  motion  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25  moved  tne  previous 
questioo  which  was  refused. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  was  assigned  to  three  weeks 
from  tonight  at  8  P.  M. 

THE  PAYING  OF  LABORERS. 

Mr.  Folan  oalled  up  the  special  assignment  for 
8  P.  M.,  viz.— 

Order  to  pay  laborers  at  intervals  of  not  ex- 
ceeding fourteen  days. 

Mr.  Folan  said  he  was  suffering  from  a  sore 
throat,  and  could  not  explain  the  matter  tonight. 
On  his  motion,  it  was  assigned  to  the  next  meet- 
ing, at  8  P.  M. 

AVON-PLACE  SCH00LH0U9E. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment for  8  P.  M.,  viz.— 

Order  for  the  erection  of  a  two-rooms  addition 
to  Avon-place  Schoolhouse,  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $5000. 

Mr.  Gove  requested  an  explanation. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14 said  it  had  been  requested 
by  the  School  Committee,  and  had  been  recom- 
mended by  the  Commitcee  on  Public  Instruction, 
and  the  money  had  been  appropriated.  This  was 
to  authorize  tne  work  to  be  done. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

The  order  instructing  the  Committee  on  Fourth 
of  July  not  to  hire  either  Forest  or  Oakland  Gar- 
den for  children's  entertainments  was  considered 
under  unfinished  business,  and  was  refused  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

POLICE    STATION    ON    BACK    BAY. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston  Police  Commissioners,  ) 
Boston,  June  16, 1881.     j 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council— We  here- 
with transmit  a  petition  of  residents  of  the  Back 
Bay  territory  for  the  erection  of  a  po!ic«  station 
in  that  locality.  The  request  made  Dy  the  peti- 
tioners is  earnestly  indorsed  by  this  board.  For 
its  views  on  the  subject  the  board  refers  to  its 
last  annual  report,  in  which  the  reasons  why  such 
new  station  bouse  should  be  built  are  fully  stated. 
Those  reasons  still  exist  and  are  of  greater  force 
than  ever. 

Very  respectfully, 

Henry  Walker,  Chairman. 

The  petition  referred  to  is  signed  by  George 
Bancroft  and  many  others,  and  represent*  that 
the  protection  of  the  persons  and  property  on 
said  territory  require  the  location  of  a  police 
statiou  there. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police. 

fire  department  repair  shop. 

The  following  was  received: 

Office  of  jhe  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  | 

City  Hall,  Boston,  June  10, 1881-      i 

To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council: 

Gentlemen— A  few  weeks  ago  the  City  Council  set 


apart  8000  square  feet  ot  land  on  the  corner  of 
Albany  and  Bristol  streets  as  a  site  for  a  new 
apparatus  repair  shop  for  the  department.  The 
cost  of  repairing  apparatus  for  the  past  seven 
years  in  the  shop  was  $67,585.48,  as  against 
$162,183.06  for  the  seven  years  preceding  Jan.  1, 
1873.  In  view  of  the  great  saving  which  the  shop 
has  accomplished  and  the  necessity  for  enlarged 
accommodations,  the  board  respectfully  requests 
that  a  new  repair  shop  be  built,  as  soon  as  con- 
venient, on  the  site  recently  selected  by  the  City 
Council. 

For  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners, 

John  E.  Fitzgerald,  Chairman. 
Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Fire  De- 
partment. 

THE    CASE    OF     POLICE    COMMISSIONER    WALKER. 

The  following  was  received,  read  and  referred 
to  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Charges  Against 
the  Police  Commissioners: 

Boston  Police  Commissioners,  1 
Boston,  June  13, 1881.     J 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council— At  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Common  Council  held  June  9,  1881,  an 
order  was  introduced  which  virtually  charged  me 
with  neglect  of,  or  malfeasance  in,  my  duties  as 
a  Police  Commissioner  of  the  city  of  Boston. 
When  any  public  officer  is  charged  with  so  per- 
forming his  duties  as  to  justify  his  removal  from 
office,  tne  public  has  a  right  to  demand,  if  the 
charge  is  proven ,  that  such  removal  shall  be  made ; 
if,  on  the  contrary,  he  has  performed  those  duties 
properly,  then,  when  such  a  charge  is  made,  he 
has  the  right  to  demand  a  vindication  as  broad 
and  open  as  the  charge  itself,  and  that 
such  vindication  shall  be  spread  upon 
the  record  where  such  charge  is  entered. 
This  is  also  due  to  the  community  as 
well  as  to  him,  as  no  man's  official  character  can 
be  assailed,  even  though  wantonly  or  unjustly, 
without  respect  for  his  office  being  lessened.  I 
therefore  ask  for  a  speedy  and  thorough  investi- 
gation of  the  matters  referred  in  said  order,  and 
of  my  whole  official  conduct,  and  that  a  full 
judgment  on  the  lacts  proven  may  be  entered  on 
the  records  of  the  City  Council. 

Very  respectfullv, 

Henry  Walker, 

Police  Commissioner. 
petitions  presented. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  presented  the  petition 
of  Charles  S.  Maynard  and  others  in  favor  of  im- 
mediate action  on  the  subject  of  a  marine  park 
at  South  Boston,  as  recommended  by  the  Park 
Commissioners  and  the  City  Point  Improvement 
Association.  Referred  to  tbe  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee on  Parks. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  presented  a  petition 
from  Josiah  G.  Abbott  and  many  other  residents 
on  that  portion  of  Common  wealth  avenue  in  which 
the  fences  around  the  grass  plats  remain  stand- 
ing, representing  that  they  believe  that  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  avenue  has  been  much  Improved 
by  the  removal  of  a  part  of  those  fences,  and  ask- 
ing that  the  good  work  which  has  been  begun 
may  be  at  once  completed  by  the  removal  of  the 
fences  now  remaining.  Referred  to  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Common,  etc. 

RESIGNATION  OF  MR.  HAGAR  OF  WARD  TEN. 

The  President  read  the  following  : 

Boston,  June  16, 1881. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  Boston— I  hereby  tender  my  resignation 
as  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  of  Boston 
from  Ward  10.  Youis  respectfully, 

Eugene  B.  Hagar. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  information  which  has  been 
conveyed  to  the  Council  of  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Hagar  of  Ward  10  reacned  me  a  few  minutes  ago, 
but  in  season,  I  am  happy  to  say,  for  me  to  draw 
up  a  short  resolve,  which  is  fully  approved  by 
three  out  of  the  four  members  of  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  with  whom  he  has, been  associated 
so  long.    I  will  offer  tbe  following': 

Resolved,  That  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Hagar 
of  Ward  10,  the  Council  loses  the  services  ot  one 
of  its  most  efficient  and  faithful  members,  and 
that  his  late  associates  desire  to  express  their 
strongest  wishes  for  his  future  success. 

Mr.  Wharton  or  Ward  11— I  desire  to  second  the 
resolve  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  I  do  not 
suppuse  it  needs  seconding,  but  I  am  glad  to  rise 
and  do  so.  I  have  been  intimately  associated 
with  Mr.  Haear  on  the  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
and  thoroughly  agree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  in  what  he  has  said  in  regaid  to  the  aid 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


Mr.  Hagar  has  given  the  committee,  and  the  ca- 
pacity he  has  shown  for  the  work  which  has 
come  before  us. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  believe  it  nas  not  been 
customary  to  make  extended  remarks  upon  the 
resignations  of  members  of  this  body  under  for- 
tunate circumstances.  Yet  I  feel  like  saying  a 
word  at  this  time.  It  has  not  been  my  good  for- 
tune to  serve  on  any  committee  with  Mr.  Hagar; 
but  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  notice  the 
active,  efficient  and  valuable  attention 
which  he  paid  to  public  affairs  in  this 
Council.  He  came  into  this  chamber  to  suc- 
ceed one  whose  loss  all  of  us  here  at  the  time 
mourned.  He  came  almost  in  the  middle  of 
the  year;  yet  he  was  so  fully  informed  upon  city 
business  and  possessed  such  an  aptitu  e  for  pub- 
lic affairs  and  dealing  with  matters  in  a  delibera- 
tive assembly,  that  he  never  seemed  to  me  like  a 
new  member.  I  certainly  shall  feel  a  sense  of  per- 
sonal loss  in  his  leaving  this  body,  in  which  he 
has  served  so  faithfully  and  well. 

Mr.  Novell  of  Ward  1— As  a  member  from  one 
of  the  most  remote  portions  of  the  city,  I  wish  to 
say  I  regret  exceedingly,  personally  and  for  this 
Council,  that  we  are  to  lose  Mr.  Hagar.  1  move 
that  the  vote  upon  the  resolution  be  taken  by 
rising. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  fear  that  the  tone  of  the  eulo- 
gies pronounced  upon  Mr.  Hagar  may  have 
created  the  impression  that  our  friend  has  suf- 
fered some  great  loss  which  necessitates  his  with- 
drawing from  the  Council.  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  the  city  will  not  entirely  lose  his  services.  I 
feel  that  in  his  new  relation  he  will  make  one  of 
the  most  valuable  servants  the  city  has.  I  hope 
that  when  we  rise  it  will  be  with  smiles  on  out- 
faces, as  if  we  have  not  lost  him  entirely. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  also  hope  we  will  not  soon  have  to 
record  the  loss  of  other  members  under  like  cir- 
cumstances. I  hope  the  example  will  not  be  con- 
tagious. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  unanimous  ris- 
ing vote. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  Mr.  Freeman  of 
Ward  10  offered  an  order — That  a  message  be  sent 
to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  inform  that  body 
that  a  vacancy  exists  in  this  Council  caused  by 
the  resignation  of  Eugene  B.  Hagar  of  Ward  10. 
Passed.    Sent  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18,  the  seat  of 
Mr.  Hagar  was  assigned  to  Mr.  Brimbecom  of 
Ward  18. 

EXTENSION  OF  SEWALL  PLACE. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  who 
were  requested  to  consider  the  expediency  of  ex- 
tending Sewall  place  to  Spring  lane,  would  re- 
spectfully report  that  in  their  opinion  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  take  any  action  in  the  matter. 
For  the  Committee, 

Albert  F.  Lauten. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

salaries    of    ferry    employes. 

Mr.  Dudley  of  Ward  4  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  East  Boston 
Ferries,  to  whom  was  referred  the  order  request- 
ing the  Directors  of  the  East  Boston  Ferries  to 
establish  the  compensation  of  their  employes  at 
the  rates  paid  prior  to  the  reduction  in  1877,having 
considered  the  subject,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
the  estimates  of  the  present  financial  year  for  the 
Ferry  Department  were  based  upou  the  rates  of 
pay  as  now  established,  and  the  increase  of  pay 
which  the  order  proposes  will  necessitate  an  ad- 
ditional appropriation  of  from  $12,000  to  $15,000, 
to  be  provided  by  the  City  Council,  as  the  direct- 
ors have  no  surplus  fund  with  which  to 
meet  an  extraordinary  expenditure  of  this 
kind.  The  committee  consider  that  inasmuch 
as  the  directors  are  by  ordinance  vested 
with  the  care  and  management  of  the  ferries,  the 
matter  of  regulating  the  pay  of  the  employes  can 
safely  be  left  in  their  hands,  where  it  properly 
belongs.  The  committee  are  therefore  of  the 
opinion  that  the  order  ought  not  to  pass. 
For  the  Committee, 

Otis  B.  Dudley. 

Minority  Report. 

The  undersigned,  a  minority  of  the  committee, 

dissent  from  the  foregoing  recommendations  of 

the  majority,  and  respectfully  report  that  in  their 

opinion  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

Peter  Morrison. 
Charles  F.  Quigley. 


The  order  referred  to  (offered  May  12, 1881)  is  as 
follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Directors  of  East  Boston  Fer- 
ries be  requested  to  establish  the  compensation 
paid  the  employes  in  that  department,  at  rates 
paid  prior  to  the  reduction  in  1877,  providing  said 
employes  are  as  competent  as  those  in  the  employ 
of  said  department  prior  to  the  time  of  said  re- 
duction. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  1  moved  to  substitute 
the  minority  report  for  that  of  the  majority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  1  the  sub- 
ject was  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting 
at  8.30  o'clock. 

AMBULANCE  FOR  EAST  BOSTON. 

Mr.  Hoslev  of  Ward  15  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  committee  on  the  City  Hos- 
pital, who  were  requested  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  locating  an  ambulance  in  East  Bos- 
ton, and  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
Citizens' Trade  Association,  also  otner  papers  as 
unfinished  business  of  last  year,  all  relating  to 
the  same  subject,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
have  given  the  matter  their  attention,  and  find 
there  is  urgent  need  of  better  facilities  for  con- 
veying injured  persons  to  their  homes  or  the  hos- 
pital, as  occasion  requires.  Accidents  are  of  fre- 
quent occurrence  in  East  Boston,  and  In  many 
instances  the  injuries  are  aggravated,  and  suffer- 
ing is  prolonged  or  increased,  owing  to  the  un- 
avoidable delay  in  conveying  patients  to  the 
hospital  by  the  present  arrangement  or  the  use  of 
improper  vehicles.  The  committee  believe  that 
in  the  interests  of  humanity  an  ambulance 
should  be  located  in  East  Boston,  to  be  ac- 
cessible in  time  of  need.  They  have  con- 
sulted the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  upon  the 
subject,  and  they  approve  the  plan  set  forth  in 
the  following  order,  which  the  committee  recom- 
mend for  adoption  by  the  City  Council. 
For  the  Committee, 

Henry  E.  Hosley. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  City  Hospital 
be  authorized  to  purchase  an  ambulance  to  be  lo- 
cated in  East  Boston,  in  charge  of  the  Police  De- 
partment, and  to  be  used  in  accordance  with 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  agreed  on 
by  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners  and  tne 
Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital;  the  cost  of  said  am- 
bulance not  to  excoed  five  hundred  dollars  and 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Inciden- 
tals. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  2  the  rule 
was  suspended  and  the  order  passed.  A  recon- 
sideration, moved  by  the  same  gentleman,  was 
lost.    Sent  up. 

THE  FIRE  LIMITS. 

Mr.  Hilton  of  Ward  5  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildings  respectfully  recom- 
mend tne  passage  of  the  following  order  on  the 
petition  of  the  city  ot  Boston. 

For  the  Committee, 

John  P.  Hilton. 

Ordered,  That  the  Inspector  ot  Buildings  be  in- 
structed to  withhold  all  permits  for  wooden 
buildings  to  be  erected  within  that  part  of  Ward 
22  north  of  Francis  and  Tremont  streets  until  oth- 
erwise ordered. 

Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore 
of  Ward  12. 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred an  order  that  the  building  limits  be  ex- 
tended so  as  to  include  all  that  part  of  Ward  22 
north  of  Francis  and  Tremont  streets,  respect- 
fully recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing ordinance.  For  the  Committee, 

John  P.  Hilton. 
An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  an  Ordinance  in  Relation  to  the  Regu- 
lation and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  limits  within  which  all  build- 
ings hereafter  erected  shall  be  required  to  con- 
form to  the  provisions  of  chapter  280  of  the  acts 
of  the  year  1871.  as  established  and  defined  by 
section  22  of  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  the 
regulation  and  inspection  of  buildings,  as  printed 
on  pages  137  and  138  of  the  statutes  and  ordi- 
nances for  1876,  and  as  amended  by  ordinance 
passed  April  6, 1878,  as  printed  on  page  41  of  the 
supplement  to  the  statutes  and  ordinances  for 
1878,  are  hereby  extended  to  include  all  that  por- 
tion of  Ward  22  lying  northerly  of  Tremont  and 
Francis  streets  aiid  Francis  street  extended  to 
the  town  of  Brookline.    Said  additional  territory 
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is  shown  on  a  plan  made  by  Thomas  W.  Davis, 
City  Surveyor,  dated  June  15, 1881,  and  deposited 
in  the  office  of  said  City  Surveyor. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward 
12,  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

PLAYGROUND  ON  THE  COMMON. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds,  to  whom  was  referred  the  order 
requesting  the  said  committee  to  set  apart  a  por- 
tion of  the  Common  as  a  playground,  having  con- 
sidered the  subject,  respectfully  report  that  in 
their  opinion  the  order  ought  not  to  pass. 
For  the  Committee, 

Henry  Parkman. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

CLOSING   DEBATE. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order- 
That  the  Committee  on  Rules  of  the  Common 
Council  be  requested  to  consider  and  report  on 
the  propriety  of  amending  rule  No.  46,  so  as  to  al- 
low of  a  motion  to  close  debate  instead  of  neces- 
sarily moving  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Whitmore  explained  that  the  only  way  to 
close  debate  now  was  to  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion, the  ordering  of  which  ofteu  defeated  the 
■wish  of  the  Council.  He  desired  the  committee  to 
consider  the  matter. 

Mr.  Pratt  suggested  that  the  order  be  amended 
so  that  the  motion  would  not  be  debatable. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  Mr.  Pratt  could  bring  dp 
that  in  committee,  and  by  general  consent  he 
amended  the  order  by  striking  out  all  after  "rule 
46." 

Mr.  Brown  said  he  was  very  willing  to  vote  for 
anything  to  suppress  debate. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed.  A  recon- 
sideration was  refused. 

MUSIC  STAND  ON  THE  COMMON. 

Mr.  Parkman  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  re- 
fusing to  suspend  the  rule,  so  that  the  order  for  a 
music  stand  on  the  Common  could  be  acted  on 
tonight.  He  proposed  to  offer  an  amendment  to 
meet  the  objection  of  Mr.  Whitmore. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  he  had  consulted  with  Mr. 
Parkman,  and  was  willing  to  help  the  committee 
out  of  the  dilemma,  if  the  amendment  is  adopted. 

The  rule  was  suspended— 35  for,  6  against. 

Mr.  Parkman  moved  to  amend  the  order  by  in- 
serting after  the  word  "erect"  the  words  "and 
maintained  until  November  1,  1881."    Adopted. 

As  amended,  the  order  reads,  "That  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds  be  authorized  to  erect  and  maintaiu  un- 
til November  1, 1881,  upon  Boston  Common,"  etc. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  moved  to  reduce  the  amount 
to   $500. 

Mr.  Barry— I  hope  that  will  not  prevail.  We 
have  had  different  designs  before  us,  and  a  $500 
one  will  be  a  very  poor  arrangement.  Alderman 
Haldeman  went  into  this  matter  thoroughly,  and 
and  I  am  convinced  that  a  suitable  star'd  will 
cost  $1000. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  —  It  will  remain  but  a  9hort 
time,  and  I  don't  see  why  $500  will  not  be  suffi- 
cient. I  think  I  could  get  a  carpenter  who  will 
build  aproper  stand  for  $500. 

Mr.  Whitmore— My  opposition  was  based  upon 
the  principle  that  we  ought  not  to  build  a  perma- 
nent structure  on  the  Common.  The  committee 
have  recognized  that  principle.  If  we  are  to  have 
a  stand,  let  us  have  a  gooa  one. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  ard  Mr.  Fitz- 
patrick's  amendment  was  lost— yeas  9,  nays  32: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Connell,  Costello,  Devlin,  Fitz- 
patrick, Folan,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  Powers,  Ros- 
nosky,  Welch— 9. 


Nays— Messrs.  Barry,  Bartlett,  Beal,  Boyle, 
Brimbecom,  Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  Cronin,  C. 
F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery, 
Farwell,  Ford,  Freeman,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley, 
Lovell,  Maguire,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  N.  M.  Mor- 
rison, Parkman,  Pope,  Pratt,  Quigley,  Viles, 
Wharton,  Whitmore,  Williams— 32. 

Absent  or  not  voting  —  Messrs.  Bigelow, 
Bowker,  H.  B.  Clapp, Conlin,  Cotton,  Daly,  Dana, 
Denney,  Flsk,  Gove,  Greenough,  Hagar,  Har- 
ding, Huntress,  Lauten,  Mathews,  McCormick, 
McNamara,  Means,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Murphy, 
Pray,  Rogers,  Smith,  Swan,  Teevan,  Wakeheld, 
Walsh,  Wheeler— 30. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  moved  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone.   Lost. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  33,  nays  7: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barry,  Bartlett,  Beal,  Boyle,Brim- 
becom.  Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  Connell,  Costello, 
C.  F.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell, 
Ford,  Freeman,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Lovell,  J. 
A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  N.  M.  Morri- 
son, Parkman,  Pope,  Pratt,  Smith,  Vlles,  Wake- 
field, Wharton,  Whitmore,  Williams— 33. 

Nays  —  Messrs.  Cronin,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan, 
Maguire,  Powers,  Rosnosky,  Welch — 7. 

Absent  or  not  voting  —  Messrs.  Bigelow, 
Bowker,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Cotton,  Daly,  Dana. 
Denney,  Devlin,  J.  Doherty,  Fi«k,  Gove,  Gree- 
nough, Hagar,  Harding,  Huntress,  Lauten,  Math- 
ews, McCormick,  McNamara,  Means,  P.  Morri- 
son, Mullett,  Murphy,  Pray,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Swan, 
Teevan,  Walsh,  Wheeler— 31. 

Mr.  Parkman  moved  to  reconsider.  Lost.  Sent 
up. 

INDUSTRIAL  EDUCATION. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  be  request- 
ed to  report  whether  or  not  it  is  desirable  to 
make  any  provision  for  industrial  education  in 
our  public  schools. 

Passed.    Sent  up. 

PUBLIC  PARKS. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  that  the  city  accepts  chapter  197  of 
the  Acts  of  1881. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
Public  Parks  consider  and  report  on  the  expe- 
diency of  building  a  plank  walk  over  the  waters 
of  Charles  River,  under  the  provisions  of  chanter 
197  of  the  Acts  of  1881. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Joint  Special  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Parks. 

PAY  ROLL  TO  FftURTH  OF  JULY. 

Mr.  McLaughlin  of  Ward  7  offered  an  order- 
That  the  heads  of  the  several  departments  of  the 
City  Government  be  directed  to  make  up  their 
pay-rolls  tor  June  so  that  the  persons  employed 
by  the  city  may  be  paid  on  the  first  two  days  in 
July,  and  that  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  here- 
by is  directed  to  make  such  payments  on  said 
days. 

Passed.    Sent  up. 

TAKEN  FROM  THE  TABLE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23,  the  order 
for  the  removal  or  destruction  of  the  empty  sugar 
baskets  on  the  estate  on  First  street,  between  E 
and  F  streets,  the  same  being  of  an  inflammable 
nature  and  dangerous  to  property,  was  taken 
from  the  table  and  indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8,  the  no 
tice  of  indefinite  postponement  of  the  ordinance 
relating  to  the  Mayor's  clerk  was  taken  from  the 
table  and  placed  on  file. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Doherty  of 
Ward  7. 
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BOARD       OF      ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JUNE    30,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

COMMISSIONER  OF  CEDAR  GROVE  CEMETERY. 

The  Commissioners  of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery 
entered  the  chamber,  and  a  convention  was  held 
for  the  purpose  of  filling  a  vacancy  in  said  Board 
of  Commissioners  caused  by  the  death  of  Nathan 
Carruth. 

Commissioner  Clark  and  Alderman  Viles  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  collect  and  count  bal- 
lots. 

Fourteen  ballots  were  cast,  all  of  which  were 
for  Thomas  F.  Temple,  who  was  declared  elected. 

The  purpose  for  which  the  convention  was  held 
being  accomplished,  the  convention  dissolved, 
and  the  regular  business  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men was  taken  up. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

For  Superior  Criminal  Court,  July  terjn— 22 
grand. 

For  the  United  States  District  Court,  June 
term— 3  grand  and  5  petit. 

EXECUTIVE   APPOINTMENTS. 

Weigher  of  Coal— William  P.  McCobb.  Con 
firmed. 

Public  Weighers— William  P.  McCobb,  Allen 
Haskell.    Confirmed. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Josiah  Gooding's 
heirs  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Westminster  street,  be- 
tween Windsor  and  Hammond  streets. 

George  W.  Rowlock  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  the 
proposed  extension  of  Bird  street,  between  Co- 
lumbia and  Hancock  streets,  Ward  24. 

George  M.  Browne  et  al.,  for  sewer  in  Cottage 
street,  Dorchester,  Ward  20. 

Alpheus  Hardy  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Joy  street, 
near  Beacon  street. 

John  A..  Heyl,  for  a  sewer  in  Hazel  street,  West 
Roxbury. 

John  Robbins,  for  abatement  of  a  nuisance  at 
58  Koeeland  street,  caused  by  a  defective  sewer. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  Hie 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables,  as 
follows:  John  A.  Burnham,  private  stable,  for  7 
horses,  on  Newbury  street,  Ward  11;  Samuel  S. 
Willson,  new  wooden,  2  horses,  115  and  117  Chel- 
sea street,  Ward  3. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  M.  McLean,  to  erect  a  wooden 
addition  to  wooden  building  on  Mystic  wharf,  off 
Chelsea  Bridge,  Ward  3. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Asssessors'  Depart- 
ment. Patrick  D.  Murphy,  guardian,  that  the 
taxes  upon  estate  corner  Hyde  street  and  Wash- 
ington avenue  for  1879  and  1880,  amounting  to 
$35.74,  be  refunded,  the  use  of  said  estate  having 
been  prevented  by  obstructions  in  constructing 
the  Moon  Island  sewer. 

To  the  Board  of  Health.  George  W.  Robertson 
and  others,  for  abatement  of  a  Duisance  at  cor- 
ner of  Bennington  and  Prescott  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of 
the  Board.  H.  R.  Creech  and  others,  for  the  re- 
moval of  two  trees  from  116  Eutaw  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection 
of  Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board.  Z.  T. 
Favor  &  Co.,  to  project  an  electric  light  from 
the  Hampton  House,  Haymarket  square. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  W.  O.  Reed  et 
al.,  for  lamps  on  Mill-street  court,  Ward  4. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Thomas  P. 
Allen,  to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries  re- 
ceived in  1873  by  reason  of  insecure  condition  of 
sidewalk  on  Pearl  street. 

E.  W.  Murray,  to  be  paid  for  injury  to  his  hack 
by  insecure  condition  of  Pynchon  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines.  Crosby 
Steam  Gauge  and  Valve  Co.,  for  leave  to  erect 
and  use  four  furnaces  for  melting  meltals,  at  97 
Oliver  street. 

Boston  Photo-Engraving  Company,  for  leave  to 
erect  a  metal  furnace  at  11  Cornhill. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  D.  H.  McKay, 
ttfat  Wabon  street  be  graded,  edgestones  set  and 
sidewalks  paved. 

Alvah  A  Burrage  and  others,  remonstrating 


against  granting  the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan 
RailroadCompany  for  leave  to  lay  their  rails  in 
or  over  Newbury  street. 

Eli  Fernald  et  al.,  for  the  widening  of  the  plank 
walk  on  Francis  street. 

Barry  Sullivan  et  al.,  that  Bolton  street,  be- 
tween B  street  and  the  railroad,  be  put  in  order. 

Richard  McHale,  for  permission  to  occupy  a 
portion  of  Atlantic  avenue  for  a  shooting  gal- 
lery. 

John  F.  Mead,  for  leave  to  close  Harwich  street 
against  travel  till  edgestones  are  set. 

George  W.  Park,  to  be  compensated  for  injuries 
to  his  premises  caused  by  location  of  a  telegraph 
pole  at  526  Dorchester  avenue. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  leave  to 
lay  down  curved  tracks  in  certain  streets  to  reach 
their  car  houses  at  the  Skating  Rink. 

Silas  Potter  et  al.,  that  the  corner  of  West 
Cottage  street  and  Blue  Hill  avenue  may  be  cut 
off  and  graded. 

James  Power  etal,  that  the  city  would  defray 
a  portion  of  the  cost  of  sprinkling  Dorchester 
street,  near  Dorchester  avenue. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates 
of  William  H.  Phelan,  42  Clarence  street;  William 
Hurlin,  27  Clarence  street;  W.  H.  Coffin,  300  Com- 
monwealth avenue;  Ann  King,  208  West  Third 
street. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  of 
John  F.  Mead,  Harwich  street— twelve  estates  on 
north  side  and  nine  on  south  side;  A.  N.  Clark, 
29  and  31  Yarmouth  street,  corner  Harwich  street. 

Petitions  for  edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk  in 
front  of  estate  of  D.  C.  Hodges,  executor,  26  Per- 
rin  street;  Matthew  Scullion,  36  Clarence  street. 

Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  to  erect  and  main- 
tain five  fire-alarm  telegraph  poles  in  Columbia 
street,  Dorchester,  between  Blue  Hill  avenue  and 
new  Seaver  street. 

N.  C.  Decker,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at 
37  Ellery  street. 

S.  N.  Dickerman  et  al.,  for  a  flagging  crosswalk 
across  Cambridge  street  at  Mechanic  street, 
Brighton. 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company,  for  dis- 
continuance and  alteration  of  sidewalks  on  Knee- 
land  and  Utica  streets. 

F.  J.  Portunato  and  others,  that  George  street 
be  put  in  order. 

PETITIONS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Petitions  in  regard  to  locating  and  using  steam 
engines  were  received,  as  follows: 

Crosby  Steam  Gauge  and  Valve  Company,  to 
erect  and  use  stationary  steam  engine  ac  97  Oliver 
street. 

Boston  Photo-Engraving  Company,  to  erect 
and  use  a  stationary  steam  engine  at  Cornhill. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings 
thereon  on  July  5th  next  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

PERMIT  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted,  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions, on  petitions  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
steam  engines,  as  follows: 

Heirs  of  George  Howe,  to  locate  and  use  a 
steam  boiler  at  64  Devonshire  street. 

Codman  &  Shurtleff,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
engine  and  boiler  of  forty-two  horse-power,  on 
Columbus  avenue. 

Severally  accepted. 

REQUESTS   FOR  REPAIRS  ON  SCHOOLHOUSES. 

Requests  were  received  from  the  School  Com- 
mittee, as  follows: 

To  remove  the  partition  between  the  rooms  iu 
the  second  story  on  the  west  sid«  of  the  Stough- 
ton  Schoolhouse,  so  as  to  better  accommodate 
the  school. 

To  provide  double  windows  for  the  north  and 
west  sides  of  the  Lincoln  School  building,  South 

BOStOD. 

To  put  the  present  heating  apparatus  of  the 
Lincoln  Schoolhouse  in  thorough  repair  or  to  re- 
place it  with  a  new  one;  also  to  relay  the  floors 
of  some  of  the  schoolrooms  and  make  such  other 
repairs  as  shall  put  the  building  in  good 
order. 

To  enlarge  the  entrance  in  the  rear  of  the  Tuck- 
erman  Schoolhouse  for  the  use  of  the  two  lower 
rooms. 

To  construct  an  office  for  the  master  in  the  Ad- 
ams Schoolhouse  and  to  make  some  necessary  re- 
pairs in  the  building. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings. 
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To  erect  a  two-room  school  building  at  or  near 
the  southeasterly  corner  of  Columbia  and  Quincy 
streets,  or  to  remove  the  present  one  on  Howard 
avenue  and  erect  a  new  six-room  building  on  or 
near  its  site. 

Relerred  to  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  tender  the  courtesies  of 
the  city,  next  October,  to  the  descendants  of  the 
French  officers  who  participated  in  the  American 
Revolution.    Passed— yeas  10,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

Order  to  allow  the  American  Bell  Telephone 
Company  to  erect  poles  in  certain  streets  in  Dor- 
chester. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  moved  to  lay  this  order  upon 
the  table  for  one  week,  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  and  seeing  where  these  poles  are 
going.  1  have  no  particular  objections  to  these 
poles  being  erected  where  they  are  proposed  to 
be  put;  but  as  a  general  thing  I  thiDk  the  erec- 
tion ol  telephone  poles  in  Boston  proper  is  be- 
coming a  nuisance.  We  have  some  cases  coming 
before  us  which  we  should  look  into.  I  have  no 
objection  to  this  order. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Order  for  the  Mayor  to  discharge  or  assign  a 
mortgage  given  to  the  City  of  Boston  by  Josiah 
Quincy  et  ah,  dated  May  1, 1875.  Passed.  Sent 
down. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Report  (inexpedient)  to  set  apart  a  portion  of 
the  Common  for  a  playground.  Accepted  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  to  consider  tbe  expediency  of  introdu- 
cing "industrial  education"  into  the  public 
schools.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Notice  of  vacancy  in  City  Council,  caused  by 
tbe  resignation  of  Eugene  B.  Hagar  of  Ward  10. 
Placed  on  file. 

Ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  regard  to 
pnDlic  printing.  (City  Doc.  72,  page  5,  amended.) 
Specially  assigned  to  tbe  next  meecing,  on  motion 
of  Alderman  blade. 

Order  for  the  City  Treasurer  to  pay  July  drafts 
on  tbe  first  two  days  ot  that  month.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Report  and  order  for  Committee  on  City  Hos- 
pital to  provide  an  ambulance  for  East  Boston 
District  at  a  coBt  not  exceeding  $500.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

The  order  relative  to  the  erection  of  a  music 
Stand  on  Boston  Common  crnnes  up  amended  so 
that  said  stand  shall  be  maintained  until  Nov.  1. 
Concurred. 

Annual  report  of  Police  Commissioners.  (City 
Doc.  77.)    Placea  on  file. 

THE   OLD  STATE  HOUSE. 

The  Board  took  up  the  special  assignment,  viz.: 

Substitution  of  minority  report  for  majority 
report  on  subject  of  the  Old  State  House,  and  pas- 
sage of  rrder  t<  restore  that  buiMing  *.<•  its  for- 
mer condition,  and  occupy  the  same  with  public 
offices  'City  Doc.  71  ,  at  a  cost  of  $35,000. 

The  Chairman  read  the  following: 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and   the   Board   of 

Aldermen  and  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 

of  Boston. 

The  undersigned  hereby  respectfully  offers  to 
hire  of  the  citv  ot  Boston  the  building  known  as 
the  Old  State  House,  for  the  ensuing  twenty  years 
upon  the  following  terms: 

He  will  furnish  to  the  city,  rent  free,  for  said 
term  of  twenty  years,  a  building  opposite  the 
City  Hall  and  having  an  entrance  from  Washing- 
ton street,  which  shall  contain  the  same  number 
of  cubic  feet  as  the  Old  State  Hou«e,  and  be  su- 
perior to  it  for  convenience,  quiet,  light  and  air; 
will  alter  and  arrange  said  building  lor  the  use  of 
city  officers,  according  to  such  plans  and  direc- 
tions as  may  be  furnished— all  without  expense 
to  the  city.    Also, 

He  will  pay  tbe  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars 
cash  each  year  of  the  term 

He  will  renovate  and  change  the  said  Old  State 
House,  inside  and  outside,  to  comply  with  tbe 
plans  and  specifications  which  the  City  Architect 
may  prepare  under  the  direction  ot  your  Honora- 
ble Boards,  and  in  the  use  and  occupation  of  trie 
same  he  will  comply  with  such  restrictions  as  the 
city  may  impose.  He  will  give  a  bond,  with  two 
or  more  sureties  whose  responsibility  shall  ue  en- 
tirely satisfactory,  conditioned  for  his  strict  and 
faithful  performance  of  the  terms  of  this  offer. 
Alfred  a.  Marcus. 

127    Dartmouth  Street,    Boston,    June  20,   '81— 
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The  following  was  also  received  and  referred 
to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Hersey: 

Boston  June  20.  1881.  To  the  Honorable  the 
Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen  Gentlemen, 
While  lire  lasts  their  is  Hope,  and  in  your  Board 
today,  their  is  a  question  coming  befor  you  to 
decide  ot  great  importance  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. Namely  tbe  removal  of  the  Old  State 
House.  Now  your  opponants  have  given  up  the 
ronovnl  and  ask  you  to  renove  what  now 
Stands  in  Devonshire  St.  Now  Sir  their  Is  only 
one  question  in  regard  to  the  old  State  House 
Standing  in  the  way  of  Public  Travil,  all  admit 
this,  regardless  of  Pecuniary,  Sentimental,  old 
land  marks,  or  antiquan,  and,  Now  Gentlemen 
Just  look  at  such  an  acknowledgement,  no  dis- 
ceuting  voice  in  the  Council  or  out.  Now  it  is 
past  my  comprehention  why  the  Council  ignores 
all  these  factks,  and  are  advocating  to  let  this 
Blockade  Sund  for  20,  30  years,  or  to  all  Eter- 
nity, I  say  this  is  a  mystery  and  the  only  reason 
that  can  suggest  itself  to  my  mind,  is  that  the 
Council  is  so  saturated  with  such  seccondary 
reasons  as  old  land  marks,  antiquarian,  fine  Broad 
cloth  coats  &  old  kings,  that  blinds  the  com- 
mon-sense to  any  real  wants  of  the  community. 
Now  Sir  befor  you  vote  to  keep  the  Old  State 
House  Standing  any  longer  in  Devonshire  St 
Stop  and  pause.  I  have  Sentiment  for  what  the 
Hancocks,  Adames,  Otis  and  other  great  Spirits 
helped  working  out  our  American  Indipendence 
and  I  revere  their  names  as  much  as  any  man  in 
Boston.  When  they  lived,  Boston  contained  20 
or  30,000  more  or  le.-s,  and  these  great  and  Patri- 
octic  men  pastured  their  cows  on  Boston  Com- 
mon, but  at  a  later  day  the  Council  took  the 
cows  from  the  common  and  converted  it  for  the 
public  benefit.  Now  Boston  today  bass  350.000— 
with  the  Old  State  House  Standing  20  feet  in 
Devonshire  street  in  the  way  of  hundreds  of 
thousands  that  daily  pass  and  Repass,  and  the 
Council  say  this  is  nothing,  let  the  public  be  dis- 
commoded we  will  keep  it  there  lor  sentiment, 
in  my  opinion  Such  a  Council  is  a  misfortune  at 
this  time  to  the  City  of  Bostons  welfare,  and  if 
they  cary  out  the  measure  they  have  started  on. 
for  no  better  reason,  that  "the  feathers  and 
plumes  stuck  into  their  hats  by  Wendell  Phillips 
one  of  our  great  statemen  and  on  sertain  sub- 
jets  is  a  man  to  take  advice  from,  But  what 
does  he  know  when  walking  through  the  city 
with  some  valuable  Book  under  his  arm  contem- 
plating the  pleasure  he  is  going  to  take  in  read- 
ing it.  what  the  thousand  of  men  are  managing 
to  get  round  the  Old  State  House  with  their 
heavily  loaded  teams,  I  answer  nothing.  Now 
there  are  the  class  of  men  in  a  certain  degree 
that  you  hold  your  seats  in  the  Council  to  pro- 
tect, and  sir  it  you  do  cast  the  die  to  let  the  Old 
State  House  Stand,  as  it  now  does,  for  one  I 
think  you  will  fade  away  in  the  opinion  of  a  large 
number  of  citizens  that  ask  you  for  this  com- 
promise. 

Now  tbe  first  great  question  should  be  to  pro- 
vitl  for  tbe  benefit  ot  the  publi,  and  then  use  the 
remainder  for  what  use  your  Council  may  decide. 
Now  Mr  Phillips  says  he  is  an  older  Man  than  the 
Governor  ana  has  a  chance  to  get  information 
that  he  has  not.  Now  I  am  an  Older  Man  per- 
haps than  their  is  in  your  Council.  But  not  so 
well  versed  as  some  of  your  leader^  but  looking 
over  the  list  of  th9  Council  ther  appears  to  be 
Many  Young  Men  of  little  or  no  experience. 
Now  these  men  are  not  to  blame  for  what  they  do 
for  they  are  led  by  their  leaders.  Now  ft  is  with 
tbe  leaders  that  I  am  trying  to  convince  of  what  I 
consider  an  error.  Will  just  say  right  here  that  I 
am  net  talking  with  any  personal  feeling  but  as  a 
citizen  on  matters  which  is  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public  Now  I  say  the  leaders  will  setle  this  ques- 
tion and  can  if  they  will  take  into  consideration 
the  public  benefit  instead  of  sentiment  can  carry 
the  Council  to  Vote  to  cut  off  the  end  of  the  Old 
State  House.  Which  will  redouned  to  their  Glo- 
ry—Which they  have  a  right  to  do  and  ought  to 
do— You  will  ask  me  if  you  have  not  the  right  to 
let  it  Stand  1  answer  Yes.  but  it  is  not  for  the 
best  good  of  the  public.  Now  1  ask  you  to  debate 
tbis  question  of  cutting  oft — and  not  take  the 
final  vote  to  let  it  Stand  but  take  one  more  week 
and  seejwhat  a  day  may  bring  forth,  it  is  imposi- 
ble  that  leaving  this  question  open  for  one  two  or 
three  weeks  can  do  harm  to  any  one,  and  as  the 
Council  have  made  many  Changes  -Since  the 
question  was  started,  other  developments  will 
come  up  to  consider  that  you  will  be  satisfied 
that  the  dely  was  beneficial.    Now  I    say  if  you 
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vote  to  Keep  the  Old  State  House  standing,  all 
the  glory  jou  can  recieve  is  that  you  have 
saved  what  was  one  called  the  Old  State  House 
hut  now  no  more  the  Old  State  House  thau  a 
Mongrel  Goose  nor  never  can  he— And  standing 
as  it  does  takes  the  life  blood  from  Dumb  Ani- 
mals which  we  are  bound  to  protect.  Now  I  hold 
no  money  offered  to  the  city  for  rent  can  compen- 
sate the  disadvantage  it  will  he  to  the  City,  a 
large  portion  of  your  Council  advocate  this  prin- 
ciple. Now  Just  consider  the  whole  matter  and 
as  their  is  two  sides  to  this  question  Say  you  will 
compromise  and  give  u-i  20  feet  of  the  Old  State 
House  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  and  keep  the 
ballance  tor  Whatever  Your  Council  May  desire. 
Now  this  looks  to  me  a  small  thing  to  ask  and  no 
more  than  right  for  you  to  grant. 
Respectfully  Yours 

Eli  FernA-LD. 
The  question  then  came  upon  concurrence  with 
the  Council  in  adopting  the  minority  report  and 
order  (City  Doe.  71.) 

Alderman    'Whitten— I   believe    this  matter  is 
very  well   understood  by   tne  Board,   and  if  no 
one  else  intends  to  say  anything  on  the  question, 
I  am  willing  to  have  it  go  to  a  vote  now. 
Alderman  Viles  in  the  chair. 
Alderman  Curtis— The  subject  of  demolishing 
the  building  seems  to  have  come  to  an  end.    Now 
it  remains  to  see  whether  we  will  take  it  in   band 
as  a  city  building  and  renovate  it,  or  whether  we 
will  let  it  for  the 'best  interests  of   the  city.      Af- 
ter hearing  the   arguments  at   tne  last  meeting, 
wbicn  were  gone  into  so  th  roughly,  I  thought  it 
would  be  no  more  than  justice  to  myself;  in   or- 
der to  satisfy  myself  which  way  to  vote,  I  went 
into  the  Old  State  House  from  bottom  to   tip.    I 
have  been  into  every  room  I  could  get  into,  so 
that  I  might  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
building.    After  examining  the  building  I  went 
to  the  Architect's  office  and  looked  at  the  plans. 
Of  the  building,  I  must  say  that  I  never  visited 
one  in  my  life  which  is  so  thoroughly  to  pieces  as 
that  is.    The  Architect  tells  us  he  intends  to  take 
out  the  second  floor,  but  has  made  no  calculation 
to  take  out  the  basement  floor.    There  is  no  ques- 
tion but  that  that  floor  must  be  removed.     He 
tells  me  that  he  has  made  no  calculation  for  the 
two  upper  floors,  as  they  were  all  good;  only,  he 
says,  he  shall  put  on  one    new  floor.     His   plans 
show  no  water  closets  excepting  in  the  basement. 
He  has  the  water  carried  up  into   the  building 
for  a  wash  bowl,  and  that  is  the  extent  of  the 
plumbing.    Now,  Mr.  Chairman,    at  the  present 
time,  if  you  were  going  to  renovate  a   building 
such  as  that  is,   and  were  going  to  fill    it   with 
offices,  I  would  like  to  know  how  many  men  you 
would  find  to  rccupy  offices  where  there  were  no 
water  closets.    That  plumbing   must   be  very  ex- 
tensive to  pipe  that  building  satisfactory  to  the 
officers.    Now  we  cannot  go  into    that  building 
and  strike    one    blow  without    doubling    the    es- 
timate of  the  cost,  and  adding  ten  dollars  to  that, 
for  every  blow  you  strike,  and  then  you  will   get 
it  about  right.    Just  as  soon  as  you  strike  a  blow 
to  repair  that  building,  the  money  vou  have  ap- 
propriated don't    amount   to  anything.    He  pro- 
poses to  put  in  two  or  three  brick  vaults.    Do  you 
suppose  this  Government  is  going  to  have  that 
building  entirely  renovated  for  city  offices  with 
only  three  brick  vaults?    I  do  not  suppose  the 
Committee  on  Public   Buildings  would  submit  to 
such  a  thing  for  a  moment.    The  Architect  tells 
me   he   has   estimated   the   carpenter   work    at 
§18,000,  and  the  steam  heatinc  for   $4000,  making 
$22,000.    Then    what    are  you  going  to  do  for   all 
your    painting    and    inside   work?    Examine  the 
coving,  and  you  will  find  that  it  has  all  got  to  be 
made   new.    I   could   see  that  it  is  falling  off. 
There  is  no  end  to  the  repairing  that  will  have  to 
be  done  on  the  building.    When   a  man  strikes  a 
blow   on    that    building    to    repair   it,    he  don't 
know    where    he    is    going   to    land.      When    I 
asked  the  Architect  if  the  carpenter  knew  about 
the  furring— for  not  a  carpenter  is  to  be  found 
who  is  going  to  do  all  that  extra  work  for  noth- 
ing—he says  he  made  an  estimate  for  what  was 
necessary  to  be  done.    These  extras  have  all  got 
to  come  in,  and  the  committee  will  come  in  and 
ask  for  more  money.    How  is  it  about  this  build- 
ing today,  that  we   are   using  as  a  City  Hall?    It 
was  said,  "Just  get  the  first  blow  struck  for  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  we  will   take  care 
of  the  future;"  and  they  did  so,  for  it  cost  about 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars.    That  is  the  way 
it  will  be  with  the  Old  State  House.    Thirty-five 
thousand  dollars— why,  it  will  only  be  a  begin- 
ning.   You  are  not  going  to  be  mean  about  fin- 


ishing around  the  doors.  You  don't  intend  to  let 
them  remain  as  they  are  now.  The  plastering 
has  all  got  to  come  down.  The  City  Architect 
may  have  made  an  estimate  on  that,  but  I  did 
not  see  it.  Now,  what  is  the  best  thing  for  us  to 
do  for  the  interest  of  the  city?  Not 
to  please  the  whim  of  anv  particular  individual. 
"When  they  came  to  allot  off  the  rooms  there, 
they  made  six  divisions  iu  the  whole  building. 
What  is  that  space  for  your  offices!  Thev  won't 
hardly  feel  the  relief  at  all.  Now,  when  the*  Chair- 
man made  a  statement  for  us  to  go  up  into  Pern- 
berton  square,  and  see  what  kind  of  a  building 
we  had  our  offices  in,  I  thought  1  would  go  down 
and  look  at  the  Old  State  House.  The  soace  has 
been  cut  up,  one  room  9  by  12,  one  9  by  18,  and 
nearly  all  about  the  same  size.  I  should  mink 
those  men  would  be  more  sick  down  herein  the 
Old  State  House  where  there  are  no  modern  con- 
veniences, than  they  would  be  in  Pembe:ton 
square.  Now,  sir,  we  come  here  to  act  for  the  in- 
terests of  tne  city  of  Boston.  By  giving  the  use 
of  this  building  to  some  of  the  departments  we 
save  only  $7000  rent.  But  we  have  a  man  who 
will  make  all  the  veoairs  on  the  Old  Stare 
House,  put  it  in  excellent  shape— he  is  will- 
ing to  make  a  contract  to  do  it,— and 
lease  it  for  a  long  period  of  years.  fs 
it  for  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Boston  to  spend 
all  this  money  to  save  $7000,  or  to  let  it  to  this 
gentleman  for  $20,000  a  year?  My  opinion  is  we 
had  better  let  it  co  the  man  who  will  do  the  best 
thing  for  the  building  ana  give  most  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  city  o>  Boston.  Tnerefore  I  wish  to  of- 
fer the  following  order  «s  a  substitute  for  the  one 
which  comes  from  tne  Common  Council: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  lease  the 
Old  State  House  for  such  a'  length  of  time,  and 
upon  such  terms  and  conditions, as  they  may  deem 
best  tor  the  interests  of  the  city. 

Alderman  O'Brien— The  Alderman  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat  has  offered  the  best  and  strongest 
argument  I  have  heard  for  the  city  taking  pos- 
session of  the  Old  State  House.  I  was  not  aware 
of  the  fact  until  he  stated  it,  that  in  the  hands  of 
outsiaers  it  had  become  so  dilapidated.  If  it 
goes  into  the  hands  of  outsiders  for  the  next 
twenty  years  there  will  be  nothing  left  of  it.  If 
you  want  to  preserve  the  Old  State  House,  the 
city  must  take  possession  of  it.  That  is  the  only 
wav  to  preserve  it.  In  the  hands  of  outsiders,  as 
he  says,  it  has  become  a  most  dilapidated  build- 
ing; in  the  hand*  of  outsiders  it  will  always  re- 
main so.  The  Alderman  has  lately  been  upon  a 
committee  to  celebrate  the  anniversary  of  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  I  thought  he  would  come 
in  here  today  with  more  patriotic  sentiments, 
and  would  place  a  higher  estimate  on  the  Old 
State  House  than  a  moneyed  value.  I  be- 
lieve the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  ought  to  be  com- 
memorated with  greater  display  every  year.  It 
has  added  more  to  the  name  and  fame  of  Massa- 
chusetts than  any  other  event  in  her  history.  No 
nation  can  boast  of  a  braver  ancestry  than  the 
Warrens,  the  Putnams,  the  Prescotts  and  other 
kiudred  spirits  who  met  one  hundred  and  six 
years  ago  in  defence  of  human  liberty.  I  know 
the  Aldermen  appreciate  this  fact  as  well  as  1  do, 
and  I  call  their  attention  to  it  at  the  present  time 
because  I  wish  to  refer  to  an  incident  of  that 
celebration.  I  am  aware  that  amid  the  varied 
duties  and  the  variety  of  work  which  tne  Alder- 
man has  to  do,  probably  ne  has  not  been  able  to 
go  through  the  eloquent  oration  delivered  on  the 
17th  by  Hon.  Robert  C.  Winthrop.  There- 
fore I  will  trouble  the  Board  by  reading  a  very 
brief  extract  from  that  oration: 

"For  indeed,  my  friends,  this  stately  obelisk  is 
no  mere  mute  memorial  of  the  past,  but  a  living 
and  speaking  pledge  for  the  future,  that  those 
free  institutions  for  which  the  first  great  struggle 
was  made  here,  at  the  very  point  of  the  bayonet. 
shall  here  and  always  find  glad  and  gallant  de- 
fenders, whenever  and  wherever  those  institu- 
tions shall  be  assailed.  It  is  not  a  structure- 
thanks  to  those  who  designed  and  built  it— capa- 
ble of  being  desecrated  or  perverted— as,  alas! 
the  Old  South  has  been,  and  the  Old  State  House 
still  is— to  purposes  of  gain  or  traffic.  It  occupies 
ground  on  which  no  speculation  would  ever  dare 
to  encroach,  or  even  to  cast  a  rapacious  or  covet- 
ous eye." 

I  believe  that  is  the  sentiment  every  Alderman 
ought  to  be  filled  with  when  the  disposition  of 
the  Old  State  House  is  under  discussion.  It 
should  not  be  devoted  to  trade  and  traffic,  should 
never  be  leased  by  the  city  to  parties  for  banking 
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or  any  other  purpose.  It  ought  to  be  taken  pos- 
session of  by  the  city  and  preserved  as  a  me- 
morial of  the  men  whose  memory  we  think 
go  highly  of,  and  for  no  other  purpose.  I  also 
read  a  petition  today  from  one  of  our  Jewish 
fellow  citizens.  The  Aldermen  need  not  be  afraid 
that  a  Jewish  synagogue  will  ever  be  placed  in 
the  Old  State  House  if  it  is  let  to  that  gentlemau. 
No  money  can  ever  buy  a  building  let  to  the  Jews 
for  sacred  purposes.  The  Old  State  House  is  a 
builoiog  which  should  be  held  sacred,  a'  d  no 
money  value  should  be  placed  upon  it.  It  ought 
to  be  In  the  possession  of  the  city  and  held  by  the 
city  as  a  place  for  strangers  to  visit.  The  city 
offices  we  would  place  mere  would  never  inter- 
fere with  strangers  examinlnr  and  looking  at  it. 
that  is  the  principle  I  contend  against.  The 
Maverick  Bank  offers  us  a  moneyed  considera- 
tion. I  say  that  no  moneyed  consideration  should 
induce  us  to  lease  it.  I  believe  that  the  present 
occupants  have  a  'letter  right  there  than  the 
Maverick  Bank.  Their  offer  was  not  simply 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  a  year.  It  was  condi- 
tioned that  they  would  pay  as  much  as  anybody 
else  would  pay  for  It.  I  believe  the  present  occu- 
pants are  ready  to  pay  even  more  than  the  Mav- 
erick Bank  offers  for  the  building.  But  again,  I 
contend  that  no  moneyed  consideration  should 
influence  us  in  this  matter,  and  I  hone  that  the 
Board  will  concur  with  the  Council  and  adopt  the 
minority  report. 

Alderman  Curtis— After  the  strong  and  labori- 
ous argument  of  the  gentleman  last  up,  in  rela- 
tion to  preserving  that  building,  you  will  see  just 
where  we  will  be  one  year  from  today  if  we  adopt 
his  plan.  Petitions  will  be  coming  in  here  to  de- 
molish that  building.  Why?  Because  it  will  be 
in  the  city's  hands.  But  if  you  let  that  build- 
ing for  a  term  of  twenty  years,  that  will  be  a 
quietus  upon  those  who  want  it  torn  down.  I  say 
preserve  the  building,  but  take  good  measures  to 
preserve  it.  Let  us  preserve  it  by  leasing  it  for 
twentf  years,  and  not  hare  a  petition  coming  in 
here  every  year  to  demolish  the  building.  That 
is  my  theory.  I  don't  believe  in  that  kind  of  a 
doctrine.  Nor  do  I  believe  in  letting  it  to  the 
MavericK  Bank  or  to  the  man  that  has  it  now.  I 
believe  in  letting  it  to  the  man  who  will  give  the 
most  money  for  it,  for  the  interest  of  the  city. 
That  is  my  theory,  and  that  is  my  plan  to  pre- 
serve the  building.  The  gentleman  knows  as  well 
as  I  do  that  just  as  true  as  we  put  it  into  the 
city's  hands,  one  year  from  today  there  will  be  a 
petition  to  demolish  that  bnilding,  and  that  peti- 
tion will  keep  coming  here  every  year  until  the 
building  is  torn  down. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  am  not  here  as  an  advo- 
cate of  the  Maverick  Bank  or  any  other  party. 
The  question  before  us  is  whether  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  shall  have  authority  to  rent 
the  Old  State  House.  No  one  proposes  to  take  it 
down.  Neither  the  majority  nor  the  minority  of 
the  committee  ever  recommended  anything  of 
that  kind.  The  offer  of  the  Maverick  National 
Bank  was  the  first  tangible  one  that  had  been 
made,  and  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  bring  it  before  this 
Board  before  the  question  was  voted  upon,  that 
they  might  know  that  first-class  parties  were 
ready  to  put  it  in  proper  repair,  and  keen  it  so 
during  the  term  of  the  lease.  The  guarantee  of 
the  Maverick  Bank  will  be  a  good  one.  I  believe 
in  letting  the  building  to  the  present  tenants  if 
they  will  keep  it  in  good  condition.  A  week  ago 
our  eloquent  Chairman  read  a  good  deal  from 
the  public  press.  I  have  taken  the  pains  to 
gather  a  few  articles  from  the  press  myself,  and 
as  I  don't  usually  take  up  much  time  in  this 
Board,  I  will  weary  you  with  reading  what  the 
public  press  say  rfbout  this  matter  now.  This  is 
from  the  Advertiser  of  June  16: 

"The  drift  of  the  discussion  on  the  Old  State 
House  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Monday,  indi- 
cated that  the  proposition  to  restore  it  and  use  it 
for  city  offices  would  have  been  adopted  but  for 
one  circumstance.  That  was  the  offer  of  the 
Maverick  Bank  to  lease  the  building  for  a  long 
term  at  $20,000  a  year,  the  bank  agreeing,  as  we 
understand,  to  restore  the  original  character  of 
the  building,  externally,  as  far  as  practicable, 
while  adapting  it  internally  to  the  requirements 
of  its  business,  the  fittings,  furnishing  and 
decorations  to  follow  the  style  of  colonial  days. 
It  is  probable  the  city  would  save  a  lew  thousand 
dollars  by  accepting  this  offer;  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  building  would  be  insured  for  twenty 
years  at  least,  and  probably  for  a  much  longer 
time.  It  is  a  proposition  which  the  Aldermen 
may  fairly  consider,  and  we  are  not  surprised 


that  they  wished  to  take  time  for  that  purpose. 
The  important  thing  being  settled  that  the  build- 
ing is  not  to  be  destroyed,  and  that  its  original 
character  is  to  be  in  a  measure  restored,  the  uses 
to  which  it  is  to  be  devoted  may  well  be  deter- 
mined by  sucn  considerations  as  practical  men 
would  give  weight  to  in  their  own  affairs." 

That  is  my  idea  exactly— to  manage  the  affairs 
of  the  city  precisely  as  I  would  my  own  business. 
Now  I  will  give  you  an  extract  from  the  Traveller 
of  June  16: 

"The  appearance  of  the  Old  State  House  from 
without  will  not  be  changed  to  any  great  extent 
by  the  Maverick  Bank,  which  has  bid  for  a  lease 
of  the  building,  although  an  attempt  will  be 
made  to  reproduce  the  general  character  of  the 
structure  a?  it  formerly  appeared.  The  plan  is  to 
turn  the  main  floor,  which  is  on  a  level  with 
Washington  street,  into  a  large  banking  room, 
with  all  its  interior  arranged  in  the  Colonial 
9tyle.  The  basement,  occupied  at  present  by  the 
telegraph  office,  will  be  rented  to  another  bank- 
ing house,  and  the  second  floor  is  to  be  similarly 
occupied,  while  the  roof  story  will  be  turned  over 
to  the  clerks  of  the  Maverick  Bank  for  desk- 
room.  Agreement  will  be  made  by  the  lessee  not 
to  place  any  sign  upon  the  building  and  to  pre- 
serve as  far  as  possible  this  important  historical 
relic  of  former  days.  It  is  said  that  a  lease  of 
thirty  years  is  desired  by  the  bank,  and  its  pro- 
posals certainly  seem  worthy  of  acceptaine." 

I  would  like  to  know  what  difference  it  makes 
whether  the  clerks  of  the  Maverick  Bank,  or  the 
clerks  of  the  city  of  Boston,  stand  there  and 
write  every  day  ?  Now  I  will  give  you  one  from 
the  Globe  of  June  19,  which  is  a  long  one: 

"The  proposition  of  the  Maverick  Bank  to  lease 
the  Old  State  House  and  occupy  it  for  banking 
purposes  appears  to  be  entitled  to  favorable  con- 
sideration when  viewed  either  from  an  economic 
or  sentimental  standpoint.  The  scheme  as  form- 
ulated by  the  banking  house  is  to  lea-e  the  build- 
ing for  a  term  of  twenty  years  at  an  annual  rental 
of  $20,000,  including  repairs.  The  bank  will  aerce 
to  restore  the  exterior  of  the  venerable  structure 
to  its  original  form  of  architecture,  dispensing 
entirely  with  all  inharmonious  signboards  and 
other  disfigurements,  and  fit  up  the  interior  in 
colonial  style  fitly  to  correspoi  d  with  its 
historic  associations.  This  must  be  conceded 
to  be  a  handsome  proposition,  and  the 
more  carefully  the  comparative  merits  of 
the  different  plans  for  utilizing  the  build- 
ing are  considered,  the  more  advantageous 
it  appears  for  the  city  to  adopt  this  one. 
The  Common  Council  has  voted  to  ex- 
pend $35,000  to  restore  the  structure  to  its  origi- 
nal shape,  with  a  view  to  using  it  for  city  offices, 
and  the  choice  is  to  be  made  between  these  two 
schemes.  Considered  from  a  business  point  of 
view,  the  offer  of  the  bank  is  decidedly  the  more 
advantageous  of  the  two.  In  fitting  the  building 
up  for  public  offices  the  city  proposes  to  spend 
$35,000  at  the  outset  in  making  repairs,  to  say 
nothing  of  future  outlays,  and  it  is  calculated 
that  the  $9000  now  paid  by  the  city  annually  for 
offices  outside  of  City  Hall  would  be  saved.  It  is 
doubtful,  however,  whether  all  the  departments 
now  having  outside  quarters  could  be  accommo- 
dated in  the  Old  State  House.  The  plans,  as  ma- 
tured by  the  City  Architect,  do  not  provide  for  all 
of  these,  so  it  is  not  by  any  means  sure  that  all 
these  rentals  could  be  saved  by  the  adoption  of 
this  scheme.  As  compared  with  this  proposition,  the 
acceptance  of  the  offer  made  by  the  bank  would  re- 
sult in  a  gain  to  the  city  in  rental  and  interest, 
for  the  proposed  term  of  twenty  years,  of  $500,- 
000.  To  the  financial  phase  of  the  question  there 
can  be  but  one  response.  The  plea  that  the  only 
proper  successor  to  the  State  in  the  occupancy  of 
the  building  is  the  city,  and  that  every  other  ten- 
ancy is  a  desecration,  is  a  refinement  of  senti- 
ment that  the  public  will  scarcely  appreciate. 
Nothing  could  better  comport  with  the  dignity  of 
this  substantial  structure  than  a  finely  appointed 
banking  establishment.  It  would  stand  as  a 
monument,  not  only  of  the  patriotism  of  our 
ancestors,  but  also  of  the  wise  conservatism  of 
the  business  men  of  our  own  day  and  generation. 
It  is  in  the  very  centre  of  the  great 
financial  houses  of  the  city,  and  many 
scores  of  people  would  visit  the  Maver. 
ick  Bank  on  business  every  day.  There 
is  nothing  about  the  appointments  of  a 
first-class  banking  house  that  could  in  any  way 
offend  the  most  fastidious  sense,  and  this  cannot 
be  said  of  some  of  the  city  departments  which  it 
is  proposed  to  locate  there.    The  Health  and  City 
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Registrars'  departments,  for  example,  are  visted 
by  many  undertakers  after  burial  permits,  and 
the  narrow  streets  surrounding  the  Old  State 
House  would  be  more  or  less  encumbered  by 
their  vehicles.  The  occupancy  of  the  building  by 
city  departments  might  involve  the  necessity  of 
so  widening  The  streets  surrounding  it  as  to 
avoid  constant  blockading,  and  this  is  but  one  of 
the  many  contingencies  that  would  have  to  be 
provided  for  in  the  event  of  the  adoption  of  the 
plan  approved  by  the  Common  Council.  The 
proposition  is  one  which  should  be  carefully  con- 
sidered in  all  its  bearings,  and  from  every  possi- 
ble standpoint,  before  a  decision  is  reached." 

This  is  from  the  Post  of  Juno  16: 

"The  proposition  made  to  the  city  by  Presi- 
dent Potter  of  the  Maverick  Bank,  to  lease  the 
Old  State  House  for  banking  purposes,  for  a  long 
terra  of  years,  presents  a  new  and  attractive  way 
of  settling  the  vexed  questions  of  which  this  ven- 
erable structure  is  the  exciting  cause.  The  Mav- 
erick Bank  people  are  evidently  in  earnest  about 
this  matter,  and  their  offer,  while  undoubtedly  a 
good  one  for  those  making  it,  if  accepted,  will 
doubtless  be  equally  advantageous  to  the  city. 
As  between  the  general  letting  of  this  building, 
and  its  resultant  plastering  of  signs  and  posters,  , 
and  the  proposition  to  convert  it  to  the  uses  of 
the  city,  we  have  favored  the  latter,  but  Mr.  Pot- 
ter's plan  would  accomplish  about  the  samete- 
sult,  and  would  rest  on  the  best  economic 
grounds  of  any  scheme  yet  formulated.  The  idea 
is  to  restore  the  building  to  its  original  style  of 
architecture  as  far  as  possible  and  remove  the 
disfigurements  from  the  outside.  The  occupants 
besides  the  bank  people  would  be  few,  and  only 
such  as  they  approved.  If  there  is  a  responsible 
institution  in  this  city,  the  Maverick  Bank  is  one, 
and  what  it  may  be  pledged  to  will  be  carried  out. 
The  offer  made  would  bring  to  the  city  several 
thousand  dollars  a  year  more  than  the  building 
is  now  leased  for,  and  with  a  thirty-year  lease  we 
should  escape  these  regular  squabbles  once  in 
five  years,  which  have  become  a  great  annoy- 
ance." 

Here  is  one  from  the  Herald  of  June  16  : 

"The  Old  State  House— It  appears  that  the  Mav- 
erick Bank,  in  bidding  for  a  lease  of  the  Old 
State  House,  is  ready  to  agree  not  to  alter  the 
external  appearance  of  the  building  except  to  re- 
store it  as  nearly  as  may  be  to  its  original  aspect, 
in  character  and  in  detail.  The  main  floor,  that 
level  with  Washington  street,  would  be  thrown 
into  a  single,  large  banking-room,  the  fittings, 
furniture  and  decorations  of~whieh  would  be  car- 
ried out  in  colonial  style.  The  basement,  where 
the  telegraph  office  now  is,  would  be  rented  to  an- 
other banking-house,  and  the  second  floor  to  an- 
other, while  certain  of  the  clerks  of  the  Maverick 
Bank  would  be  given  desk  room  in  the  roof  story. 
Mr.  Potter  says  the  lessee  would  agree  not  to  put 
a  sign  on  the  building  nor  allow  any  to  be  put 
there,  aud  in  general  to  consult  the  taste  and 
public  spirit  that  desire  the  preservation  of  the 
fine  old  Queen  Anne  heirloom.  The  bank  desires 
a  long  lease,  say  of  thirty  years.  The  offer  seems 
irresistible,  whether  regarded  from  the  patriotic- 
sentimental  or  from  the  prudential-municipal 
point  of  view." 

The  Journal  of  June  15  says— 

"The  offer  of  $20,000  per  annum  by  the  Mav- 
erick Bank  for  the  lease  of  the  Old  State  House, 
lor  a  term  of  years,  is  an  advance  of  several  thou- 
sand dollars  over  the  present  lease.  It  would 
make  an  excellent  banking  establishment." 

The  Saturday  Evening  Gazette  says — 

"The  proposivion  of  the  Maverick  Bank  to  lease 
the  Old  State  House  appears  to  us  to  furnish  the 
best  solution  of  the  controversy  with  regard  to 
what  shall  be  done  with  this  building.  It  should 
satisfy  those  who  desire  to  preserve  the  edifice  as 
a  landmark;  tor  the  bank  agrees  to  restore  it,  as 
far  as  practicable,  to  its  original  form.  It  will 
give  the  city  all  the  income  that  is  attainable 
from  the  prop'erty,  the  rentoffered,  $20,000  a  year, 
being  a  liberal  one.  It  will  save  the  taxpayers 
from  the  large  expenditure  which  would  almost 
inevitably  result  if  the  city  should  undertake  to 
'renovate'  the  Old  State  House  as  has  been  pro- 
posed. Mr.  President  Potter's  views  with  regard 
to  the  buildiDg  are  eulightened  in  a  business 
aspect,  and  in  harmony  with  what  the  citizens 
should  desire.  After  he  has  restored  its  original 
form,  he  proposes  to  use  the  first  floor  for  the 
rooms  of  the  Maverick  Bank,  the  second  for  other 
purposes  connected  with  it,  and  the  third  for 
offices.  It  is  admirably  adapted  by  situation  for 
these  uses.    It  will  be  made  to  retain  its  earlier 


appearance  without  disfigurement,  for  no  signs 
are  to  be  allowed  upon  its  outside,  and  nothing 
will  be  seen  in  its  interior  except -the  quieter 
operations  of  business.  The  banking-rooms  are 
to  be  fitted  up  in  the  earlier  style,  to  harmonize 
with  the  associations  connected  with  the  loca- 
tion; and  to  make  the  disposition  of  the  property 
more  than  temporary,  the  bank  will  take  a  lease 
of  it  for  twenty,  or  even  for  thirty,  years  if 
desired.  The  opportunity  offered  to  the  city  is 
an  excellent  one,  and  we  trust  there  will  be  no 
hesitation  in  accepting  it  on  the  part  of  the  City 
Government." 

The  Transcript  of  June  15  and  18  says— 

"It  appears  that  the  Maverick  Bank,  in  bid- 
ding for  a  lease  of  the  Old  State  House, 
is  ready  to  agree  not  to  alter  the  external 
appearance  of  the  building  except  to  restore  it 
as  nearly  as  may  be  to  its  original  aspect,  in  char- 
acter and  in  detail.  The  main  floor,  that  level 
with  Washington  street,  would  be  thrown  into  a 
single,  large  banking-room,  the  fittings,  furniture 
a-d  decorations  of  which  would  be  carried  out  in 
colonial  style.  The  basement,  where  the  tele- 
graph office  now  is,  would  be  rentea  to  another 
banking-house,  and  the  second  floor  to  another, 
while  certain  of  the  clerks  of  the  Maverick  Bank 
would  be  given  desk  room  in  the  roof  story.  Mr. 
Potter  says  the  lessee  would  agree  not  to  put  a 
sign  on  the  building  nor  allow  any  to  be  put 
there,  and,  in  general,  to  consult  the  taste  and 
public  spirit  that  desire  the  preservation  of  the 
fine  old  Queen  Anne  heirloom.  The  bank  desires 
a  long  lease,  say  of  thirty  years.  The  offer  seems 
irresistible,  whether  regarded  from  the  patriotic- 
sentimental  or  from  the  prudential-municipal 
point  of  view." 

"It  seems  to  us  that  Mr.  William  H.  Whitmore, 
in  his  communication  to  the  Advertiser,  gives 
away  his  whole  case,  as  regards  the  Old  State 
House,  when  he  says  he  is  'entirely  in  favor  of 
selling  and  demolisning  rather  than  granting  a 
long  lease'  of  the  building.  Such  a  lease  for 
twenty  years  would  insure  the  continuance  of  the 
structure  during  the  period,  and  if  the  exterior 
were  made  to  'present  the  same  appearance 
which  we  see  in  the  engravings  of  1776,  1791  and 
1814,'  the  Old  State  House  would,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time,  stand  an  excellent  chance  of  be- 
ing preserved  another'  twenty  years,  and  so  on  al- 
most indefinitely.  Mr.  Whitmore  thinks  the  Mav- 
erick Bank,  being  a  corporation,  would  'destroy 
the  only  associations  which  make  the  spot  sa- 
cred.' The  'associations'  have  survived  the 
leasing  of  the  building  to  private  tenants  thus 
far,  and  the  restoration  of  the  exterior  would 
tend  to  perpetuate  the  'associations,'  while  the 
demolition  of  the  time-honored  edifice  would  not 
have  any  such  tendency." 

The  Sunday  Budget  of  June  19  has  an  article  to 
the  same  effect.  The  Alderman  last  week  spoke 
of  the  misfortunes  of  those  who  had  to  go  to 
Pemberton  square,  and  what  an  outrage  it  was 
upou  the  Registrars  of  Voters.  I  have  a  commu- 
nication signed  by  the  three  members  of  that 
board,  protesting  in  the  very  strongest  terms 
against  going  to  the  Old  State  House.  It  was  ad- 
dressed to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings, 
and  by  the  consent  of  the  chairman  I  will  read 
it: 

Board  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  i 
30  Pemberton  Square. 

Boston,  May  2, 1881. ) 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings— The 
undersigned,  Registrars  of  Voters,  deem  it  their 
duty  to"  respectfully  remonstrate  against  their 
office  being  transferred  from  its  present  location 
to  the  basement  of  the  Old  State  House,  as  from 
their  knowledge  and  experience  the  proposed 
premises,  in  their  judgment,  could  not  be  adapt- 
ed for  the  proper  and  convenient  performance  of 
the  duties  intrusted  to  this  board,  and  they  beg 
to  present  for  the  consideration  of  the  committee 
some  of  the  reasons  upon  which  their  judgment 
is  based.  The  relation  of  this  board  to  the  City 
Government  is  peculiar,  and  differs  from  that  of 
any  other  department,  inasmuch,  as  although 
the  Registrars  are  appointed  and  the  expenses 
are  paid  by  the  city,  it  has  no  other  connection 
with  the  City  Government,  Its  duties  being  con- 
fined to  an  execuiion  of  the  laws  of  this  Common- 
wealth, and  in  accordance  with  the  special  stat- 
utes of  the  Legislature;  consequently,  the  details 
of  the  duties  and  labors  of  this  department  are 
not  generally  understood  by  the  City  Govern- 
ment, and  hence  it  is  proper,  if  not  necessary,  to 
ask  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  a  statement 
of  the  operation  of  this  department,  for  a  proper 
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understanding  of  toe  grounds  of  objection  to  the 
proposed  removal. 

1.  During  the  rirst  week  in  January  in  each 
year  the  City  Clerk  transmits  the  list  of  jurors 
which  have  been  drawn  during  the  year,  and  this 
board  is  required  to  revise  and  prepare  the  new 
list  [4500]  and  have  it  presented  in  print  to  the 
Board  ot  Aldermen  on  or  before  March  1. 

2.  As  soon  as  relieved  of  ibis  duty,  they  proceed 
to  revise  the  last  year's  voting  list  by  the  exam- 
ination of  the  Collector's  books,  and  checking  the 
names  of  all  those  who  are  qualified  to  be  con- 
tinued on  the  Dew  voting  list,  by  the  payment  of 
a  tax. 

3.  This  usually  occupies  all  the  time  until  the  1st 
of  May,  atter  which  they  receive,  daily,  from  the 
Assessors  copies  of  all  the  names  assessed  by 
tbem,  which  is  continued  till  the  15th  of  June, 
and  every  name  has  to  be  carefully  scanneo,  and 
all  corrections  made  and  recorded"  on  the  voting 
lists. 

This  work  is  not  completed  until  September, 
with  the  assistance  of  an  additional  number  of 
temporary  clems. 

4.  The  voting  lists  are  then  to  be  prepared  for 
the  printer,  the  proofs  carefully  read  and  cor- 
rected, and  there  is  only  time  to  have  them  print- 
ed and  posted  in  the  precincts  early  in  October, 
at  the  time  required  by  law. 

5.  When  the  voting  lists  afe  posted,  this  fact  is 
advertised  in  the  dally  newspapers,  and  the  citi- 
zens are  requested  to  examine  them  to  see  if 
their  names  afe  properly  entered,  and  if  any  cor- 
rection is  requisite  ihat  it  must  be  attended  to 
before  the  expiration  of  the  fourteenth  day  prior 
to  the  election.  For  two  weeks  in  October  the  cen- 
tral office  is  open  from  9  A.  M.  till  10  F.  M  ,  and 
sixteen  sub-offices  located  in  various  parts  of  the 
city  with  Assistant  Registrars  are  open  from  6  to 
10  P.  M.,  to  afford  the  citizens  local  facilities  for 
registration.  Notwithstanding  this,  the  principal 
registration  is  generally  made  during"  the  last 
week.  Of  the  21,000  registered  on  the  supple- 
mentary list,  for  the  last  State  election,  nearly 
10,000  were  registered  during  the  last  six  days. 

C.  After  the  close  of  registration,  all  the  addi- 
tional names  have  to  be  a' pbabetically  arranged 
and  prepared  for  the  press,  proofs  read,  cor- 
rected, printed  and  posted  urevious  to  the  day  of 
election,  or  within  two  weeks.  With  all  the  cleri- 
cal force  which  can  be  used,  this  is  only  accom- 
plished by  continuing  the  work  day  and  night. 

7.  Within  seven  days  prior  to  an  election  any 
voter  may  enter  a  complaint  against  the  legal 
qualification  of  any  other  person  on  the  voting 
list,  and  the  board  are  required  by  law  to  sum- 
mon the  Individual,  and  by  personal  investiga- 
tion ascertain  and  determine  the  validity  of  the 
complaint.  Of  the  number  of  these  complaints 
over  800  have  been  received  at  one  time. 

8.  The  permanent  officers  of  the  board  consist 
of  three  Registrars  and  one  Clerk,  buc  from  four 
to  twenty  temporary  clerks  are  usually  employed 
during  the  year,  and  the  last  year  it  required  the 
services  of  thirty  clerks  for  a  portion  ot  the  time. 

j.  With  the  exception  of  three  or  four  weeks 
in  October  and  November,  during  the  process  of 
registration,  the  whole  year  is  occupied  princi- 
pally by  clerical  duties,  and  particularly  during 
the  summer  months  from  May  to  Ocober  the 
most  onerous  labors  and  responsible  duties  are 
obliged  to  be  performed,  because  this  labor  is  not 
merely  copying  and  recording,  but  it  is  in  verify- 
ing the  voting  list  by  correcting  every  error 
which  may  occur  in  the  names  and  residences  of 
every  voter  on  the  Assessors'  and  Collectors' 
books.  The  Registrars  alooe  are  beld  responsible 
for  the  absolute  correctness  of  the  voting  list 
when  completed,  otherwise  a  citizen  on  election 
dav  will  be  deprived  of  his  right  to  deposit  his 
ballot. 

At  the  last  State  election  there  were  found  on 
the  Assessors'  list  not  less  than  3500  names  which 
had  to  be  corrected  before  entering  thera. on  the 
voting  liar,  and  of  the  whole  number,  nearly 
00,000,  not  ore  was  debarred  from  voting  by  any 
error  on  the  list. 

Ol  the  inadequacy  of  the  room,  It  may  be 
proper  to  state  that  the  space  now  occupied  by 
this  board  consists  of  the  whole  of  the  second 
floor,  30x45  feer,  an  attic  room  lor  the  books  not 
generally  required,  but  necessary  for  occasional 
references,  and  the  use  of  the  offices  of  the  Tru- 
ant Officers  and  Milk  Inspector,  which  are  court- 
eously allowed  for  the  clerks  when  necessary. 

About  sixty  feet  of  wall  room,  thirteen  feet 
high,  is  occupied  by  cases  lor  books,  etc.,  which 


are  referred  to  continuously  in  registering  and 
making  up  the  voting  list. 

Eight  ta  ten  of  the  clerks  are  obliged  to  occupy 
the  main  office  during  the  time  of  special  regis- 
tration, as  the  books  they  are  revising  are  fre- 
quently required  for  reference  by  the  Registrars. 

Among  the  serious  objections  to  the  proposed 
location  in  the  basement  may  be  mentioned  that 
the  windows,  being  on  a  level  with  the  sidewalk, 
the  light  would  be  extremely  disagreeable,  from 
the  passing  of  persons  to  and  fro,  and  It  would 
be  frequently  almost  entirely  obscured  by  the 
gathering  of  crowds  upon  the  sidewalks  when- 
ever a  procession  or  other  display  occurred  in 
the  street. 

Outside  awnings  to  the  windows  could  not  he 
used  to  exclude  the  sunlight,  which  is  essential 
to  the  comfort  of  those  in  the  office.  It  would 
also  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  obtain 
proper  air  and  ventilation  without  opening  the 
windows,  which  would  increase  the  annoyance 
from  noise  and  dust.  During  the  time  of  special 
registration,  in  October  and  November,  the  pub- 
lic travel  would  be  impeded  by  the  long  line  of 
aspiring  voters  occupying  the  sidewalk.  Fre- 
quently has  this  line  extended  from  the  office 
through  Pemberton  square  nearly  to  Court  street. 

With  this  recital  ot  the  character  and   opera- 
tions of  this  department,  the  Registrars  have 
reason  to  believe  that  the  committee  will  con- 
sider and  appreciate   the  reasons  they  present, 
from  a  sense  of  duty,  as  a  justification  in  object- 
ing to  the  removal  of  their  office  to  the  proposed 
location  in  the  basement  of  the  Old  State  House. 
Joseph  M.  Wightmax. 
Linus:  E.  Pearson. 
Michael  Carney. 

That  speaks  for  itself.  Then  in  regard  to  the 
amount  of  money  that  will  be  saved  to  the  city, 
I  have  a  little  list  here  for  your  edification.  The 
city  now  pays  for  the  City  Solicitor's  office  f  1500 
a  year;  for  that  of  the  Board  of  Health,  $1800; 
for  that  of  the  Registrars  of  Voters,  $1200; 
and  the  Police  Commissioners,  $1200— which 
all  makes  $5700.  That  is  what  we  save  by 
going  into  the  Old  State  House.  The  lease 
of  the  rooms  occupied  by  the  Board  of  Health 
expires  July  1,  1883,  and  you  will  have  that 
on  your  hands  lor  two  years.  The  room  of 
the  Milk  Inspector  is  leased  until  July  1,  1882. 
The  lea^e  of  the  City  Solicitor's  office  expires 
Nov.  1,1882.  So  you  can  see  it  is  not  the  wish 
of  Eoine  of  these  departments  to  go  down  there. 
The  building  is  not  considered  tit  for  clerical 
work  at  all.  As  my  fiiend  here  on  my  right 
says  — wno  has  so  eloquently  placed  this 
matter  before  us— if  you  once  commence 
on  that  building  with  $35,000,  it  would 
shortly  double  up  and  be  $100,000.  I  have  as 
much  sentimenf,  as  any  one.  I  have  been  button- 
holed and  told  that  I  have  no  sentiment,  but  the 
fact  is  I  am  lull  of  it.  But  when  I  see  this  opoor- 
tunity  to  put  several  thousand  dollars  into"the 
treasury  of  the  city  every  year,  l  do  not  think  we 
ought  to  throw  it  away  by  passing  the  order  that 
the  Alderman  advocates. 

Alderman  Hersey— There  seems  to  be  no  differ- 
ence of  opinion  as  to  the  desirability  of  preserv- 
ing the  Old  State  House.  It  seems  to  me  a  ques- 
tion of  only  how  best  to  preserve  it.  The  choice 
between  preserving  it  for  one  year  only,  at  a 
large  expense  for  refitting  and  renewirjg,  with 
an  annual  recurring  struggle  to  demolish  it,  or 
whether  we  will  preserve  it  for  the  next  twenty 
years  and  save  half  a  million  dollars  by  voting  to 
lease  it  for  that  peiiod.  Now  it  seems  to  me  that 
our  duty  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  is 
t)  save  the  Old  State  House,  and  also 
to  save  this  large  sum  to  the  treasury  of  the 
city.  By  the  proposition  of  the  Maverick  Bank 
we  shall  have  it  preserved  in  about  the  same 
style  as  it  the  city  occupied  it  for  offices.  As  I 
understand,  they  propose  to  place  the  interior  in 
about  the  same  condition  that  it  was  in  colonial 
times.  So  that  1  do  not  see  that  here  is  any  dif- 
ference in  the  sentiment,  whether  you  preserve  it 
in  one  way  or  the  other,  and  it  seems  to  me  it  is 
our  duty  to  fix  it  for  twenty  years  in  this  way.  I 
therefore  propose  to  vote  for  the  substitute  of 
Alderman  Curtis. 

Alderman  Whitten— By  passing  the  ouleryou 
do  not  rent  it  to  the  Maverick  Bank  or  anybody 
else,  but  authorize  the  committee  to  let  it  for 
what  appears  to  be  the  best  interests  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Woolley— While  I  believe  the  plan 
advocated  by  the  gentleman  who  has  last  taken 
his  seat  is  the  best,  I  cannot  see  any  difference 
between  the  majority  report  and  the  substitute 
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order  offered  by  the  Alderman.  But  I  differ 
with  the  Alderman  in  regard  to  the  estimate  of 
the  repairs  on  the  Old  State  House.  The  esti- 
mates were  made  by  the  City  Architect  without 
any  influence  of  the  committee  at  all.  He  was 
not  influenced  or  directed  by  the  committee  in 
any  way.  His  orders  were  to  make  an  estimate 
of  the  cost  of  repairing  the  building— not  in  a 
very  elaborate  manner,  but  substantial,  plain  and 
thorough.  I  have  no  doubt  myself  that  the 
building  can  be  repaired  for  the  amount  of  the 
appropriation.  In  regard  to  leaving  out  several 
water  closets,  etc.,  that  the  gentleman  has  spoken 
of,  that  was  done  merely  to  save  space  in  the 
building,  thinking  that  the  occupants  could 
be  as  well  accommodated  as  by  the 
plan  reccommended  by  the  Alderman.  t 
have  no  doubt  that  if  the  City  Council  sees  fit  to 
occupy  the  building  for  city  purposes  the  re- 
pairs can  be  made  for  that  sum  of  money.  I  can 
hardly  understand  how  the  gentleman  got  figures 
from  the  City  Architect  different  from  what  the 
committee  have  been  able  to  get.  The  committee 
have  not  instructed  the  City  Architect  as  to  what 
he  should  do.  They  instructed  him  to  make  a 
thorough  examination  of  the  building.  If  I  un- 
derstand him  aright,  the  City  Architect  tells  him 
that  he  has  not  made  a  thorough  examination  of 
the  building.  Therefore  I  say  that  when  the  com- 
mittee came  here  and  represented  to  this  Gov- 
ernment that  $35,000  will  repair  the  building, 
they  did  it  on  the  authority  of  the  City  Architect. 
I  have  no  doubt  his  figures  are  right  and  proper. 
I  am  myself  in  favor  of  leasing  the  Old  State 
House  for  a  term  of  years.  I  do  not  say  to  the 
Maverick  Bank,  unless  they  will  give  more 
money  than  anybody  else.  I  say  the  present  ten- 
ants should  be  considered.  I  hope  we  shall  vote 
to  lease  the  Old  State  House. 

Alderman  Curtis— The  gentleman  last  on  the 
floor  knows  very  well,  as  do  other  members  of 
this  Board,  that  in  touching  an  old  building,  you 
may  get  all  the  estimates  you  have  a  mind  to,  and 
hire  all  the  architects  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
it  will  have  just  about  as  much  effect  upon  the 
■work  as  the  fifth  wheel  of  a  coach  has.  Now,  sir, 
you  know  as  well  as  I  do  that  whenever  you  med- 
dle with  an  old  building,  you  don't  know  where 
you  are  going  to  land.  I  do  not  see  that  the  com- 
mittee have  formed  any  idea  of  what  it  is  going 
to  cost  to  repair  the  building.  They  have  relied 
upon  the  City  Architect.  They  very  well  know 
too  that  he  don't  kno  w  what  he  is  going  to  meet 
in  that  building.  He  acknowledges  that  the  sec- 
ond floor  must  come  out.  He  has  made  no  esti- 
mate on  the  basement  flocr,  but  everybody  knows 
it  must  come  out.  Now,  as  the  gentleman 
on  my  left  has  had  a  communication  from 
one  of  the  boards  in  regard  to  going  down 
there,  I  find  that  on  the  plan  there  is  one 
place  marked  for  the  Board  of  Health  on  the  base- 
ment florr.  Those  windows  are  about  two  feet 
high,  and  they  will  afford  all  the  light  and  venti- 
lation you  can  get.  Now,  when  the  sidewalk  is 
filled  with  people,  what  kind  of  light  are  the  Board 
of  Health  going  to  get  ?  Now,  sir,  we  will  take 
the  Architect's  estimate.  This  building  is  to  be 
altered  for  $35,000,  but  they  make  no  estimate  for 
counters  and  other  furniture  whatever,  and  noth- 
ing whatever  to  put  in  the  rooms— only  the  bare 
walls.  Now,  sir,  when  they  started  to  erect  this 
City  Hall  building,  it  was  upon  a  careful  estimate 
of  $160,000.  I  was  very  well  knowing  to  it  at  the 
time,  and  the  word  was,  Let  us  get  the  first  blow 
struck  and  it  is  all  we  care  for.  The  estimates 
were  sent  in  for  $160,000,  and  when  the  bills  came 
in  they  were  $480,000.  There  is  your  estimate 
of  an  architect.  "When  an  architect  or  a 
mechanic  tells  me  he  will  go  through 
an  old  building  like  the  Old  State  House, 
and  put  it  in  the  most  thorough  order, 
when  he  cannot  see  inside  of  it  to  know  whether 
those  floors  are  correct  or  not;  and  if  those  floors 
are  not  correct  he  may  loose  one  side  of  the 
building  whe»  he  comes  to  take  the  floors  out, 
and  somebody  has  got  to  pay  the  bills.  There  is 
nobody  left  to  pay  those  bills  except  the  city  of 
Boston.  I  have  several  estimates  here,  but  as 
long  as  so  many  papers  have  been  read  I  do  not 
think  it  is  worth  while  to  re*d  them;  but  they 
all  show  the  folly  of  undertaking  to  repair  an  old 
building  like  that.  When  we  come  to  look  at  it 
as  honest,  straightforward  men,  and  not  with 
any  buncombe,  but  for  the  interest  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  we  must  vote  to  let'that  building  to  the 
highest  bidder. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  regret  that  the  Aldermen 
who  are  in  favor  of  leasing  this  building  put  it 


always  on  a  money  consideration.  I  think  they 
ought  to  have  a  higher  motive,  as  I  have  re- 
marked several  times  before,  and  that  no  money 
valuation  should  allow  us  to  part  with  that  build- 
ing. I  have  listened  very  attentively  to  the  ex- 
tracts from  the  papers  of  this  city.  I  will  call 
attention  to  one  fact.  Every  editorial  read  from 
the  different  papers  appears  to  me  to  have  been 
written  by  one  person.  There  was  nothing  but 
Mr  Potter  and  the  Maverick  Bank,  and  the  Mav- 
erick Bank  and  Mr.  Pot  ;er.  I  would  ass  the  Al- 
derman, after  reading  those  editorials,  to  turn  to 
the  advertising  columns  in  the  papers  referred 
to,  and  he  will  find  that  the  Maverick  Bank  is  the 
largest  advertising  corporation  in  the  city  of 
Boston.  That  is  the  secret  of  the  editorials  the 
Alderman  has  read  from  the  papers.  It  is  the 
same  selfish  interest  that  leads  the  Maverick 
Bank  to  seek  a  lease  of  that  building  for  twenty 
years— to  make  money  out  of  it;  because  it  is  a 
memorial  building  and  will  attract  customers  to 
their  banking  institution.  That  is  the  only  rea- 
son they  want  to  hire  it.  It  is  a  selfish,  money- 
making  interest,  and  that  is  the  long  and  short 
of  it.  Ne  matter  to  whom  you  let  the  buildiDg, 
they  will  hire  it  on  a  lease  of  five,  ten  or  twenty 
years,  because  they  want  to  make  money  out  of 
it,  and  I  think  that  is  the  very  thing  we  ought  to 
object  to.  An  old  memorial  building  like  that 
we  should  have  more  respect  for  tnan  to  put  a 
moneyed  value  on  it.  I  will  repeat  again  the 
words  of  Winthrop,  inspired  by  the  Seventeenth 
of  June,  only  a  few  da»s  ago.  I  don't  think  the 
Aldermen  can  hear  them  too  often: 

"It  is  not  a  structure,  thaDks  to  those  who 
designed  and  built  it,  capable  of  being  dese- 
crated and  perverted— as,  alas,  the  Old  South 
has  been,  and  the  Old  State  House  still  is— to 
purposes  of  trade  or  traffic,  it  occupies  ground 
on  which  no  speculation  would  ever  dare  to  en- 
croach, or  even  to  cast  a  rapacious  or  a  covetous 
eye." 
"That  is  the  sentiment  and  that  is  the  principle 
1  contend  for— that  no  money  valuation  ought  to 
allow  us  to  part  with  the  Old  State  House.  If  we 
have  leased  it  for  the  past  twenty  years,  it  is 
time  that  the  city  should  redeem  its  character 
and  restore  this  Old  State  House  to  what  it  ought 
to  be — an  old  memorial  building.  The  gentleman 
has  read  so  many  extracts  from  the  papers  that 
I  cannot  help  reading  one  which  I  find  on  my 
desk,  from  the  Sunday  Budget,  edited  by  the  late 
editor  of  the  Transcript: 

'■Is  not  the  devotion  of  this  historic  structure 
to  public  uses  the  only  way  of  really  preserving- 
it?  It  is  its  association  ot  late  years  with  private 
business  that  has  deprived  it  not  only  of  its 
most  characteristic  internal  and  external  fea- 
tures, but  has  weakened  its  hold  upon  popular 
veneration." 

I  say  it  has  weakened  its  hold  upon  popular 
veneration  when  Alderman  after  Alderman  will 
rise  in  this  building  and  urge  that  it  be  made  a 
money  consideration  in  what  we  do  with  the  Old 
State  House.    [Reading.] 

"Even  the  seemingly  successful  opposition  to 
its  destruction  appears  to  be  due  not  so  much  to 
its  claims  of  sentiment  as  to  its  pecuniary  value. 
Can  its  so-called  restoration  by  private  indi- 
viduals for  purposes  of  business  be  consistent 
with  that  public  appreciation  of  its  sanctity 
which  is  the  only  guarantee  of  its  permanent 
preservation?  Under  private  use  and  control, 
the  Old  State  House  cannot  assume  the  character 
and  appearance  which  it  would  possess  if  in  the 
immediate  occupancy  by  the  city  and  open  to  all 
who  would  be  attracted  to  it  from  far  and  near. 
If  divested  of  such  occupancy,  will  not  the  ven- 
erable building  become  sooner  or  later  only  a 
means  of  advertising  the  enterprise  of  its  lessees? 
a  clever  way  of  making  patriotic  associations 
profitable.  Boston  is  rich  enough,  and  should 
be  public-spirited  enough  to  be  above  trafficking 
in  sacred  historic  memorials.  She  should  spurn 
thehdea  of  having  James  Otis  and  Samuel  Adams 
as  display  heads  on  advertising  cards.  If  she 
canuot  restore  her  most  notable  civic  structure 
to  its  legitimate  public  uses,  it  shows  that  an  un- 
due regard  for  the  dollar  has  overweighted  those 
patriotic  sentiments  and  associations  which  are 
the  only  safegnard  of  our  prosperity  as  a  people." 

That  "is  signed  by  Alexander  Young,  a  gentle- 
man who,  I  believe,  has  been  more  or  less  asso- 
ciated with  the  press  of  the  city.  That  is  the  very 
thing  we  ought  to  consider,  and  it  should  be  the 
only  consideration— that  if  we  take  that  building 
and  use  it  for  city  purposes,  it  will  be  used  for 
city  purposes  for  all  time;  the  people   will   have 
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free  access  to  it;  the  strangers  who  visit  our  city 
will  have  free  access  to  it.  They  never  can  go  and 
look  at  that  old  memorial  building  it  occupied  by 
the  Maverick  Bank.  They  will  go  there  to  sell 
their  bonds  and  transact  their  business,  and  for 
no  other  purpose  except  to  make  money;  aud 
that  is  a  thing  we  should  not  give  any  counte- 
nance to  by  leasing  the  Old  State  House. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  was  in  hopes  I  had  got 
through,  but  the  Aldermau  has  brought  me  to  my 
feet  again.  I  will  tell  you  what  the  Sunday  Bud- 
get said  editorially.  He  tells  us  what  Alexander 
Young  said.    This  is  what  the  Sunday  Budget  said; 

"In  another  column  will  be  found  a  communi- 
cation from  Mr.  Alexander  Young  concerning  the 
Old  State  House,  objecting  to  iis  being  aDy  long- 
er used  for  business  purposes,  and  advocating  its 
being  occupied  by  the  city  for  municipal  offices. 
While  glad  to  lay  before  our  readers  this  side  of 
the  question,  argued  by  so  able  an  advocate,  we 
cannot  quite  agree  with  him  in  all  bis  views.  We 
grant  all  that  he  says  concerning  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  old  buildiug,  one  of  the  lew  reminders 
that  remain  to  us  of  the  old  heroic  times,  but 
we  are  by  no  means  certain  that  it  would  not 
be  as  well  and  as  faithfully  preserved  if  com- 
mitted to  the  keeping  of  a  responsible  corpora- 
tion for  a  term  of  years  as  if  turned  over  to  tue 
city  for  municipal  use.  The  rent  offered  is  a  lib- 
eral one.  No  signs  would  disfigure  the  hutldiug. 
It  would  be  for  the  interest  of  the  Maverick 
Bank  to  keep  it  as  near  what  it  was  as  possible, 
and  it  could  not  afford  to  admit  any  objection- 
able tenants  10  the  part  which  ?t  did  not  use. 
The  upper  end  of  State  street,  now  devoted  to 
small  offices,  would  soon  be  found  too  valuable 
for  such  use  were  the  Old  State  House  occupied 
as  proposed,  aud  a  better  class oi  buildings  would 
be  erected,  greatly  improving  the  locahtv  aud  the 
value  of  all  real  estate  in  the  vicinity,  a  matter  of 
no  small  moment  to  the  city.  It  wouid  be  lor  the 
interest  of  the  Maverick  Bank  to  restore  the 
building  to  what  it  was  as  nearly  as  possible,  and 
to  preserve  it  unaltered,  even  it  at  Suuie  incon- 
venience. This  would  effect  what  is  wanted,  and 
secure  a  handsome  annual  payment  into  the  city 
treasury.  Can  the  city  afford  to  pay  any  such 
rent  for  the  overflow  Irom  City  Hall'.'  Is  the 
head  of  State  street  a  desirable  locality  for  city 
offices?  These  are  the  practical  questions,  and 
as  faithful  stewards,  the  city  lathers  must  con- 
eider  them  from  a  practical  standpoint." 

I  made  no  objection  to  what  the  Alderman  read 
at  the  last  meeting.  I  did  not  intimate  ir joi 
what  source  all  those  remarks  came,  and  will  uot 
now.  Perhaps  to  harmonize  this  matter  a  little 
and  let  him  know  there  will  be  a  little  sentiment 
left  if  the  Maverick  Bank  went  there,  I  have 
been  informed  that  it  would  be  a  very  proper 
memorial  of  the  Boston  massacre,  as  It  was  in 
front  of  that  building  that  Samuel  Maverick  was 
killed. 

Alderman  O'Brien  —All  I  have  to  say  is  that  I 
believe  the  Maverick  Bank  has  seen  the  Budget. 
Don't  you  see  what  the  editorial  says,  that  it  will 
be  for  the  interest  of  the  Maverick  Bank  to  do 
this  and  that?  What  interest  is  this?  It  is 
merely  dollars  and  cents.  Will  you  put  this  old 
memorial  building  out  of  your  hands,  because  it 
will  be  for  the  interest  of  the  Maverick  Bank  to 
turn  it  into  money  and  put  the  mouey  iuto  their 
treasury  ?    That  is  the  loug  and  short  of  it. 

Alderman  Whitten— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
main  point  the  Alderman  makes  is  that  the 
Maverick  Bank  is  going  to  make  something  out  of 
it.  His  idea  would  be  to  charge  them  so  much 
rent  they  could  not  make  anything. 

Alderman  O'Brien — No  it  is  n't. 

Alderman  Whitten — It  happened  that  the  name 
of  the  Maverick  Bank  was  drawn  out  here  last 
Monday.  It  was  not  intended  to  mention  it,  but 
it  was  drawn  out  by  Alderman  Viles  at  that  t'tue. 
Mo  one  else  had  made  such  a  bona  tide  offer  in 
this  matter,  and  that  is  why  the  Maverick  Bank 
comes  to  the  front.  Perhaps  some  one  else  will 
make  an  offer,  and  they  will  come  to  the  front. 

Alderman  O'Brien— 1  will  say  that  it  tne  Mav- 
erick Bank  offered  ten  times  twenty  thousand 
dollars  for  a  lease  of  the  building,  I  would  vote 
against  it  always  and  forever.  I  say  that  no  money 
consideration  should  induce  the  city  of  Boston  to 
part  with  that  building. 

Alderman  Whitten— We  don't  part  with  it.  We 
keep  it. 

Alderman  Blade— I  have  only  a  few  words  to  say 
on  this  subject;  probably  enough  has  been  said 
already.     When  this  matter  of  raising   $35,000,  to 


be  expended  upon  the  Old  State  House,  came  up, 
I  was  opposed  to  it.  But  it  was  said  that  the  rais- 
ing of  the  money  did  Dot  commit  us  to  its  expen- 
diture, which  was  true.  I  have  carefully  consid- 
ered the  question  of  placiDg  the  city  depart- 
ments in  that  building.  1  think  it  is 
an  entirely  unfit  place  to  put  people  whose 
business  is  principally  clerical;  and  to  commu- 
nicate with  people  in  that  building  would  be  al- 
most impossible.  You  cannot  have  a  window 
opeo  there  at  any  time,  in  that  noisy  place,  and 
talk  so  tnat  you  can  be  more  than  scarcely  heard. 
It  is  entirely  unfit  for  a  public  office.  I  would  n't 
vote  to  put  the  city  offices  in  there,  even  if  it 
was  put  in  good  repair.  That  building  cannot  be 
restored  to  what  it  was  originally.  When  the  city 
took  off  that  platform,  or  piazza,  or  speaker's 
stand,  or  whatever  it  was,  from  the  east  eud  of  the 
building,  that  destroyed  its  appearance.  Coming 
up  State  street,  today,  it  is  an  ugly  tuing;  whereas, 
before  the  city  took  that  off  it  "was  handsome  and 
harmonious  in  every  respect.  I  very  much  re- 
gretted the  taking  down  of  that  portion;  and 
since  it  has  been  down  I  don't  care  anything 
about  it.  So  far  as  strangers  going  into  the 
building  are  concerned,  they  could  not  see  what 
it  originally  was.  It  can  never  be  made  as  it 
originally  was.  Mention  has  been  made  of  Inde- 
pendence Hall  in  Philadelphia.  But  you  see  that 
as  it  originally  was.  It  has  been  kept  as  it  orgi- 
nally  was,  as  Faneuil  Hall  has  been.  I  trust 
that  neither  of  those  buildings  will  ever  be 
changed,  unless  destroyed  by  fire  or  some  other 
casualty.  But  as  I  have  said  before,  in  cutting 
off  and  taking  down  that  eud  of  the  building,  it 
was  destroyed  so  tar  as  I  am  concerned.  But  I 
think  that  what  is  left  of  it  should  he  preserved 
so  far  as  it  can  be;  but  I  don't  think  the  city 
ought  to  lay  out  any  money  on  it  as  long  as  these 
extra.vagant  offers  are  made  to  rent  it.  .Let  the 
Maverick  Bank  or  some  other  responsible 
party  take  the  building,  put  it  in  repair 
and  keep  it  so.  I  hope  the  majority 
report  will  be  accepted.  If  Mr.  Winthrop  could 
have  spoken  to  us  from  the  east  end  of  the  State 
House  as  it  was  twenty  years  ago,  I  should  think 
better  of  it;  but  that  could  not  be,  tor  it  cannot 
be  restored  as  it  was. 

Alderman  O'Brien— In  reply  to  one  remark  of 
the  Alderman,  that  the  building  is  entirely  unfit 
for  city  offices,  I  asked  Mr.  Franklin  Haven, 
when  he  appeared  before  the  committee,  if  tne 
noise  of  trade,  traffic,  etc.,  in  Devonshire  street 
interfered  with  the  performance  of  the  duties  in 
the  building— they  have  hundreds  of  clerks  there 
—and  he  said  he  never  heard  it  offered  as  an  argu- 
ment against  the  building.  I  am  very  glad  the 
Registrars  of  Voters  have  had  an  opportunity  to 
send  to  this  Board  a  long«  document  explaining 
the  arduous  duties  they  have  to  perform.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  it  is  information  to  the  Aldermen. 
But  to  think  that  they  could  not  perform  in  the 
Old  State  House  all  the  duties  they  have  in  Peui- 
berton  square  is  somethiog  I  cannot  understand, 
when  in  the  Merchants'  Bank  Building,  where 
hundreds  of  clerks  are  employed,  all  the  business 
of  banking  is  transacted  without  interruption 
from  noise  or  anything  else. 

Alderman  Curtis  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  his  substitute  was  adopted — yeas  10,  nays  1: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Breck,  Caldwell.  Curtis,  Frost, 
Hersey,  Slade, Tucker,  Viles  Whitten,  Woolley— 10. 

Nay — Alderman  O'Brien — 1. 

Absent — Alderman  Haldeman. 

The  substitute  order  was  passed.  Alderman 
Curtis  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  wou'd 
not  prevail.    Lost."  Sent  down. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

TEMPORARY    LOAN. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Finance  would  respectfully 
ask  for  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order 
for  a  temporary  loan  in  anticipation  of  the  taxes 
of  this  year.  For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby 
is  authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
two  million  dollars,  in  anticipation  of  the  taxes 
of  the  current  year,  and  all  sums  so  borrowed 
shall  be  made  payable  from  the  moneys  collected 
for  said  taxes,  and  inteiest  cease  thereon  on  the 
day  any  money  so  borrowed  is  payable. 

Passed— yeas  10,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 
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THE  PROPOSED  WIDENING  OF  HEATH  STREET. 

The  following  was  received: 

Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  1 
Boston,  June  20,  1881.     ) 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council— The  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  respectfully  report,  in  re- 
sponse to  your  order  of  the  7th  instant,  that  their 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  improvement  therein 
referred  to,  if  carried  out  under  the  provisions  of 
the  betterment  law,  they  place  at  $8000, 
for  land  damages  alone  And  they  beg 
leave  to  add  that  it  is  at  present  their  opinion 
that  Heath  street,  if  widened,  should  be  widened 
under  the  betterment  law,  that  all  who  benefit  by 
the  widening  should  bear  a  portion  of  the  cost, 
whether  they  have  land  taken  from  their  estates 
or  not. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners. 
J.  H.  Jenkins,  Clerk. 

Specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting,  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Curtis. 

THE  VACANT  LAND  ON  "ART  SQUARE,"  BACK  BAY. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Public 
Parks,  to  whom  was  referred  the  order  re- 
questing the  Park  Commissioners  to  report 
to  the  City  Council  the  expense  of  laying 
out  as  public  grounds  two  vacant  lots 
of  land  at  the  junction  of  Huntington  avenue, 
Boylston  and  Dartmouth  streets,  also  concerning 
the  amount  of  betterment  that  can  be  assessed 
for  the  improvement,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject,would  respectfully  report  that  in  the  opinion 
of  the  committee  the  order  ought  to  pass. 
For  the  Committee, 

Chas.  H.  B.  Breck, 

Chairman. 
Accepted,  and  said  order  passed.    Sent  down. 

AUDITOR    OF   ACCOUNTS. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  a  report  from 
the  special  committee  to  nominate  an  Auditor  of 
Accounts,  recommending  the  election  of  James 
H.  Dodge.  Accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman 
Caldwell  an  election  was  ordered. 

Alderman  Viles— I  find  upon  my  desk  the  name 
of  James  M.  Bugbee.  Since  I  came  into  this 
room  I  have  been  requested  to  state  that  he  is 
not  a  candidate  for  Auditor,  and  has  not  been. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  would  like  to  inquire  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  if  Mr. 
Harris  is  a  candidate  for  this  office? 

Alderman  Slade— I  don't  unaerstand  that  he 
is.  I  was  n't  aware  that  those  tickets  were  to  be 
here.  The  last  conversation  I  had  with  him  I 
understood  him  to  say  he  did  n't  want  to  be  con- 
sidered a  candidate. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  understood  it  the  same 
way,  that  he  does  not  desire  to  be  considered  a 
candidate. 

Committee— Aldermen  Caldwell,  Breck. 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 11 

Necessary  for  a  choice 6 

James  H.  Dodge 9 

William  H.  Lee 1 

B.  F.  Palmer 1 

Mr.  Dodge  was  declared  elected  on  the  part  of 
the  Board. 

Sent  down. 

THE  FUEL  CONTRACT. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Fuel,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Darling  & 
Stebbins  and  others,  for  a  hearing  in  regard  to 
the  action  of  this  committee  in  awarding  the  con- 
tract for  furnishing  coal  to  the  city  tor  the  ensu- 
ing year,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows:  The  four 
parties  signing  the  petition  were  all  competitors 
for  the  coal  contract,  and  being  unsuc- 
cessful, it  is  not  altogether  surprising  to 
find  them  ready  to  criticise  the  action  of  the 
committee.  Nevertheless,  at  the  hearing  granted 
them,  but  two  appeared,  and  one  of  these  latter 
stated  to  your  committee  that  he  would  not  have 
apoeared  had  he  been  aware  of  the  small  amount 
of  interest  in  the  matter  that  the  petitioners  ex- 
hibited. In  advertising  for  proposals  for  fur- 
nishiug  the  city  with  coal,  the  committee  asked 
for  bids  covering  the  whole  amount  required,  and 
also  for  partial  bids  for  the  different  sections  of 
the  city.  Iu  awarding  the  contract,  however,  the 
committee  concluded  from  the  experience  in 
other  years,  and  more  especially  from  informa- 
tion given  them  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildings  and  the  Inspector  of  Coal,  That  better 
satisfaction  would  be  given  and  the  interest  of 
the  city  would  be  better  subserved  by  giving  the 


contract  to  a  single  contractor,  instead  of  divid- 
ing it  among  the  several  different  ones.  By  a 
canvass  of  the  bids  received,  and  taking  the  low- 
est bid  for  each  of  the  several  sections,  it  may 
without  doubt  be  shown  that  the  coal  might  be  ob- 
tained for  a  less  sum  than  will  be  paid  under  the 
committee's  award;  but  considering  the  annoy- 
ance and  delays  that  are  experienced  in  dealing 
with  eight  or  ten  different  contractors,  and  the 
additional  expense  that  must  be  incurred  for 
the  services  of  weighers,  etc.,  in  case  the  con- 
tract is  divided,  the  actual  difference  in  the  two 
amounts  above  referred  to  becomes  in  reality 
very  small,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee 
it  should  not  be  considered.  The  contract  has 
been  awarded  to  the  lowest  bidder  for  the  whole 
city,  and  under  all  the  circumstances  the  com- 
mittee feel  justified  in  the  course  they  have 
taken.  The  matter  has  beenplaeed  in  their  hands, 
and  they  have  acted  according  to  their  best  judg- 
ment, and  they  feel  that  the  criticism  to  which 
they  are  subjocted,  coming  from  the  source  it 
does,  should  not  receive  further  consideration 
from  the  City  Council.  Your  committee  there- 
fore recommend  that  the  petitioners  have  leave 
to  withdraw. 

For  the  Committee, 

Joseph  A.  Tucker,  Chairman. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  that  William  R.  Gavanagh  have  leave 
to  move  a  wooden  building  from  Milton,  Mass.,  to 
Adams  street,  rear  of  Butler  street,  Ward  24. 

Reports  and  orders  for  hearings  on  Monday, 
July  11  next,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  upon  the  fol- 
lowing petitions: 

Cambridge  Railroad  Company,  for  location  in 
Park  square  so  as  to  reach  the  Providence  Rail- 
road station,  and  for  location  of  tracks  in  Provi- 
dence, Church  and  Boylston  streets,  and  for  ex- 
tension of  location  in  Brighton. 

Charles  River  Street  Railway  Company,  for  a 
location  in  certain  streets  in  Brighton. 

SEWER  REPORTS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Orders  to  build  sewers  as  follows: 

In  Putnam  street,  between  Trenton  and  White 
Streets. 

In  Custer  street,  between  South  and  Jamaica 
streets. 

Severally  passed. 

Report  and  order  of  notice  for  a  hearing  on 
Monday  next,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  the  expediency  of 
extending  the  sewer  in  Enfield  street  to  Hazel 
street,  and  of  constructing  a  sewer  in  Hazel 
street.  West  Roxbury.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  abatements  in 
sewer  assessments  be  made  on  account  of  over- 
estimate of  land  benefited : 

Theodore  L.  Howes,  Trustee,  Park  street g44.71 

Smith  W.Nichols,  Jr.,  !•         "      3.72 

Sarah  J.  Knight.  Parker  street 40.68 

Frank    Gemeiner,   Enfield  street 14.45 

Charles  Meyer,  "  "      14  45 

Kilby  Page,  "  "      41.77 

Maria  H.Davis.  "  "      107  23 

Eparninondas  Wilson,  "  "      27.97 

Warren  J.  Stokes,        "  "      22.84 

Beniamin  Vaughan,     "  "     21.94 

Daniel  A.  Brown,  "  ■'      21.82 

Gilrnan  Joslin,  "  "      21.73 

Passed. 

PERMIT  FOR  MORTAR. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ines  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  recommending 
that  leave  be  granted  to  El  bridge  G.  Grover  to 
project  a  drusrgist's  mortar  from  179  Fourth 
street,  corner  B  street,  South  Boston.    Accepted. 

THE  BROADWAY  EXTENSION. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Order  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  all  damages 
occasioned  in  laying  out  streets,  as  follows:  Hen- 
ry B.  HooKer,  trustee,  and  Arthur  W.  Tufts, 
$84,107.50,  tor  land  taken  in  name  of  said  Hooker, 
trustee,  and  A.  B.  Garratt,  by  the  extension  of 
Broadway  to  Washington  street. 

Alderman  Viles— That  is  a  very  large  amount 
of  money  to  pay,  and  perhaps  a  word  of  expla- 
nation should  be  given.  It  is  for  the  extension  of 
Broad wa>.  f  am  aware  it  is  some  $13,000  more 
than  the  commissioners  awarded.    It  is  a  matter 
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the  committee  have  had  under  consideration  for 
the  past  three  months,  and  we  have  been  endeav- 
oring to  bring  tbe  parties  to  a  settlement.  The 
City  Solicitor  thinks  this  is  the  best  settlement 
we  can  make,  and  advises  us  to  settle  on  those 
terms.  The  Street  Commissioners  make  the  same 
recommendation.  A  great  many  meetings  of  the 
committee  have  been  held  upon  it,  and  this  is 
their  unanimous  report.  If  there  is  no  objection 
I  would  ask  that  the  order  take  its  second  read- 
ing today  in  order  to  stop  interest  on  the 
amount. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Alderman  Whitten  presented  the  petition  of 
Thomas  J.  Lane  and  others  that  moderate  grades 
be  fixed  for  Curve  and  Hudson  streets. 

The  following  was  also  presented  by  Alderman 
Wnitten: 

Office  of  the  City  Surveyor,  I 
June  14, 1881.  I 

William  H.  Whitmore,  Esq.:  Dear  Sir— The 
grade  of  Tyler  street  at  Curve  street,  according 
to  the  new  grade  recently  established  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  will  be  raised  from  nine  to 
ten  feet.  The  grade  of  Hudson  street  at  Curve 
street  will  not  be  raised  except  about  sixteen 
inches  on  the  westerly  side.  The  present  grade 
between  Hudson  and  Tyler  streets  is  nearly  level. 
By  the  new  grade  there  will  be  a  rise  of  about 
eight  feet  from  Hudson  street  to  Tyler  street. 
The  existing   difference  between   Hudson   and 


Albany  streets  is  about  six  feet.    This  grade  will 
not  be  changed.  Very  respectfully, 

Thomas  W.  Davis. 
.Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

PERMIT  FOR  CEMETERY. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  this 
Board,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
Association  Tifareth  Israel  for  leave  to  establish 
a  burial  place  in  this  city  near  the  town  of  Ded- 
ham,  report  that  a  notice  of  the  petition  has  been 
published  in  the  Boston  Herald,  and  no  objection 
having  been  made,  your  committee  recommend 
that  the  leave  be  granted,  subject  to  the  rules 
and  regulations  of  the  Board  of  Health. 
For  the  Committee, 

Joseph  Caldwell,  Chairman. 

Accepted. 

licenses. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Licenses : 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  minors'  applica- 
tions as  follows     Two  bootblacks,  six  newsboys. 

Severally  accepted. 

CARS     ON     LIVERPOOL     STREET. 

Alderman  Woolley  presented  a  petition  of  N. 
Seaver  and  others  against  the  running  of  the 
Chelsea  cars  on  Liverpool  street.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Paving,  with  directions  to  hear 
the  parties,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Viles. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JUNE    23,    1881. 

Regular  meeting  at  "V2  o'clock  P.  M.,  Andrew  J. 
Bailey,  President,  in  the  chair. 

THE    FUEL  CONTRACT. 

First  among  the  papers  from  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen was  a  report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the 
petition  of  Darling  &  Stebbins  and  others,  for  an 
investigation  into  the  recent  award  of  the  fuel 
contract.  The  question  was  upon  the  acceptance 
of  the  report  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— I  would  simply  like  to 
ask  whether  all  of  these  bmders  for  the  coal  bid 
alike  for  the  total  amount? 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24—1  do  not  know  that  I 
fully  understand  the  gentleman's  question;  but  I 
would  say  this  much,  that  with  sixteen  or  seven- 
teen bids  they  would  naturally  not  be  all  alike. 

Mr.  Lovell— The  gentleman  does  not  under- 
stand me.  1  understood  the  President  to  read 
that  the  difference  was  that  certain  parties  bid 
lor  certain  portions  of  the  coal,  and  others  bid 
for  supplying  the  whole  city.  My  question  was, 
Did  all  the  bidders  bid  a  certain  amount  for  sup- 
plying the  city?  or  did  they  bid  for  the  several 
sections  of  the  city  ? 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Waro1  24— If  I  undersrand  the  gen- 
tleman correctly,  I  would  say  that  the  committee 
advertised  and  made  it  optional  with  the  parties 
who  had  the  privilege  of  bidding,  so  that  they 
could  bid  either  way.  Some  bid  for  sections,  and 
some  bid  for  the  entire  city.  There  were.  1 
think,  three,  or  perhaps  more,  who  bid  for  the 
entire  city,  and  the  otners  were  scattered  accord- 
ing to  difference  of  location.  Perhaps  one  man 
would  bid  tor  the  Dorchester  District,  another  for 
East  Boston,  ana  another  for  Brighton,  if  he 
lived  there.  You  would  hardly  expect  a  small 
dealer  in  one  of  the  suburban  districts  to  attempt 
to  furnish  coal  for  the  whole  city.  It  would  be 
an  imposi-ibiltty  for  him  to  do  that. 

Mr.  Lovell— I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
bow  be  explains  the  statement  in  the  report,  that 
the  difference  was  so  small,  where  one  man  bid 
for  a  section  at  a  certain  price,  which  was  lower 
than  the  price  given  out  at?  Also  if  they  went 
to  work  to  figure  the  difference  in  the  bids  for 
coal? 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24— The  gentleman  does  not 
make  himself  clear  to  me,  or  perhaps  I  am  un- 
accountably dull.  But  I  can  say  this,  that  in  mak- 
ing trie  award,  as  the  report  states,  the  committee 
voted  unanimously  that  it  was  for  the  interest  of 
the  city  to  give  the  contract  to  one  party;  and 
they  did  not  depend  on  their  own  experience  and 
come  to  this  conclusion  without  looking  carefully 
into  all  the  circumstances.  They  invited  before 
them  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings, 
under  whose  direction  this  coal  is  Excepted,  and 
the  Superintendent  ot  Coal,  both  of  whom 
gave  very  minute  testimony,  the  details 
of  which  were  very  complete.  Both  of  these  gen- 
tlemen were  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  cheaper 
and  more  economical  tor  the  city  of  Boston  to 
give  the  contract  to  one  man  where  we  could 
have  the  coal  weighed,  and  where  we  would  know 
how  much  coal  the  city  ot  Boston  was  gettiog, 
than  it  would  be  to  nave  it  divided  up,  as  has 
been  the  custom  for  the  last  few  years,  among 
eight  or  ten  contractors.  If  I  am  informed  cor- 
rectly, it  has  been  the  custom,  previous  to  two 
years  ago,  to  give  this  contract  to  one  party,  but 
two  years  ago  the  experiment  was  tried  of  divid- 
ing it  up.  Ido  not  care  to  go  into  all  the  details 
unless  the  Council  demand  it;  perhaps  it  would 
take  too  long,  and  perhaps  it  might  cause  some 
remarks  which  would  not  be  pleasant  to  some  of 
the  contractors.  But  the  committee  were  fully 
convinced,  and  were  of  one  mind,  that  they  were 
acting  for  the  best  interests  of  the  city. 
If  the  gentleman  who  has  made  these  inquiries  is 
at  all  anxious  to  look  into  the  matter,  I  think 
that  personally  I  can  convince  him  that  the  com- 
mittee should  be  exonerated,  if  there  is  anything 
which  demands  it. 

Mr.  Lovell — If  the  gentleman  is  able  to  con- 
vince me  personally,  he  ought  to  be  able  to  con- 
vince the  whole  Council,  ft  seems  to  me  a  little 
peculiar  that  they  should  throw  a  slur,  or  what 
looks  to  me  like  a  slur,  upon  tbe  coal  dealers  in 
the  different  sections  of  the  city.  He  sajs  it  is 
for  the  advantage  ot  the  city  of  Boston  that  tbe 
coal  should  be  furnished  by  one  man,  so  that  It 


can  be  weighed.  That  is  as  much  as  to  say  that 
the  parties  in  different  sections  do  not  weigh  it, 
and  the  city  cannot  protect  itself.  For  cue,  I 
cannot  see  that  if  a  dealer  in  West  R^xbury,  or 
any  other  section,  agrees  to  give  the  city  so  much 
coal  for  so  much  a  ton.  the  city  can  nave  ao  in- 
spector there  to  whom  the  coal  can  be  delivered. 
If  the  party  agrees  to  sell  it  at  ten  cents  less  than 
any  other  bidder,  the  city  takes  it  at  that  rate.  I 
do  not  say  but  that  the  committee  are  right;.  I 
may  be  a  little  dull,  but  if  the  gentleman  can  con- 
vince me  he  ought  to  be  able  to  convince  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24—1  think  the  gentleman 
must  know  that  where  we  buy  fifteen  to  sixteen 
thousand  tons  a  year,  with  one  man  to  weigh  it 
it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  itshould  be  weighed 
by  one  man  who  is  a  sworn  weigher.  It  does  not 
make  any  difference  who  has  the  contract  so  tar 
as  the  weighing  is  concerned.  The  city  obliges 
tbe  party  furnishing  the  coal  to  have  it  weighed 
by  the  city's  weigher.  A  very  large  portion  of 
this  coal  is  furnished  in  the  summer  months,  in 
the  vacation,  when  the  schools  are  not  in  session 
With  several  parties  furnishing  coal,  it  is  an  im-. 
possibility  for  tbe  weigher  to  be  in  more  than  one, 
place  at  once.  With  a  great  many  requisitions 
coming  in,  and  a  great  quantity  of  coal  coming 
from  tbe  different  wharves  and  going  into  tbe 
different  buildings,  h«  finds  it  is  impossible  for 
him  to  weigh  all  the  coal  that  the  city  buys.  He 
has  been  obliged  in  tbe  last  year  to  leave  his  cer- 
tificates of  weight  signed,  and  to  allow  tbe  con- 
tractors to  fill  them  themselves.  The  committee 
decided  that  this  was  one  of  the  principal  rea- 
sons that  would  necessitate  tbe  giving  ot  the  con- 
tract to  one  man.  As  the  Superintendent  ot 
Public  Buildings  says,  it  is  for  the  interest  of  tbe 
city  that  they  know  what  kind  of  coal  they  are 
procuring;  if  tbe  coal  is  bought  of  one  party  the 
city  would  be  very  likely  to  get  one  kind  of  c  >al, 
whereas,  if  it  was  bought  of  half  a  dozen  or  more 
parties,  the  different  kinds  of  coal  would  be  more 
numerous.  I  do  not  know  anything  further  that 
would  satisfy  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  Lovell— I  would  be  very  glad  to  say  that 
the  gentleman  has  satisfied  me,  but  honestly  I 
cannot  say  so.  I  never  knew  before  that  there 
was  any  one  man  that  was  specially  a  city  weigh- 
er of  coal.  The  city  appoints  every  year  quite  a 
number  of  weighers  ot  coa'.  The  gentlemen  who 
deliver  this  coal  are  obliged  to  have  it  weighed 
by  swprn  weighers.  In  my  business  we  are  con- 
stantly buying  cargoes  of  coal,  and  are  obliged  to 
employ  sworn  weighers.  It  seems  to  me  that  is  a 
flimsy  reason.  A  city  weigher  can  be  employed 
from  one  wharf  as  well  as  another.  The  gentle- 
man speaks  of  having  one  kind  of  coal.  If  we 
have  one  contractor  and  be  sells  poor  coal,  we 
would  have  poor  coal  all  over  the  city;  whereas 
if  there  were  a  dozen  dealers  we  would  get  some 

food  coal.  I  asked  these  questions  in  order  that 
might  understand  the  matter,  but  I  must  say  I 
do  not  understand  it. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— As  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Fuel,  it  may  be  well  for  me  to  make 
a  single  statement.  I  was  necessarily  absent 
when  the  coal  contract  was  awarded,  and  was 
also  absent  when  tbe  petitioners  were  heard.  It, 
however,  appeared  to  the  committee  that  it  was 
best  to  have  the  coal  iurnishea  by  one  contrac- 
tor, for  the  reasons  already  stated.  There  is 
a  city  weigher,  Mr.  Hosea,  whose  duty  it 
has  been  to  weigh  all  the  coal  furnished 
under  the  coutract.  During  the  past  year 
be  fouua  that  it  was  impossible  for  him 
to  weigh  the  coal  going  to  different  sections  of 
the  city  from  different  contractors.  The  com- 
mittee therefore  decided  that  it  w.iuid  be  proper 
and  advisable  to  give  the  contract  to  a  single  con- 
tractor.  The  question  then  arose  as  to  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  person  who  offered  the  lowest 
bid  to  furnish  the  coal  tor  the  entire  city.  I  uu- 
derstana  that  in  my  absence  examinations  were 
made,  and  the  committee  were  satisfied  that  tbe 
Contractor  who  made  the  lowest  bid  to  furnish 
coal  for  tbe  whole  city  was  responsible  for  car- 
rying-out his  contract,  and  therefore  they  decided 
to  give  the  entire  contract  to  him 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  move  that  this  mat- 
ter be  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at 
bait-past  eight.  The  reason  I  make  this  motion 
is  tbat  I  may  be  able  to  look  further  into  this  sub- 
ject. It  is  quite  ao  important  question,  and 
members  of  the  Council,  except  those  upon  the 
committee,  are  not  well  posted  upon  it. 

The  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  tbe  next 
meeting  at  half-past  eight. 
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COMMON       COUNCIL, 


MISCELLANEOUS     PAPERS    FROM    THE    BOARD    OF 
ALDERMEN. 

Report  and  order  for  the  release  of  a  mortgage 
given  to  the  city  by  Josiah  and  Edmund  Quincy, 
dated  May  1,  1875,  or  for  the  transfer  and  assign- 
ment of  said  mortgaee  and  mortgage  note  to 
such  parties  as  they  may  appoint,  on  the  condi- 
tion therein  set  forth.  Read  twice  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bigelow, 
aDd  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Hart  moved  a 
reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost. 

Report  lr  favor  and  passage  of  the  order  for 
the  Park  Commissioners  to  report  the  expense  of 
laying  out  as  public  grounds  two  vacant  lots  of 
land  at  junction  of  Huntington  avenue,  Boylston 
and  Dartmouth  streets,  and  the  amount  of  bet- 
terment that  can  be  assessed  therefor.  Report 
accepted,  and  said  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Preamble  and  order  for  the  extension  of  the 
hospitalities  of  the  city  to  the  representatives  of 
France  who  may  visit  this  country  on  the  centen- 
nial anniversary  of  the  surrender  of  Lord  Corn- 
wallis,  at  Torktown.  Read  twice  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore 
of  Ward  12,  and  passed  in  concurrence— yeas  59, 
nays  0. 

Report  and  order  for  a  temporary  loan  of  $2,- 
000,000  in  anticipation  of  this  year's  taxes.  Read 
twictyvnder  a  suspension  of  the  rule  on  motion  of 
Mr.Hart  of  Ward  18,  and  passed  in  concurrence- 
yeas  58,  nays  0. 

THE  OLD  STATE  HOUSE. 

The  order  for  the  renovation  of  the  Old  State 
House  and  its  occupation  by  city  departments 
came  from  the  other  branch  with  the  substitu- 
tion of  an  order  providiug  that  the  building  shall 
be  leased  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  they  may  pre- 
scribe. 

The  question  was  upon  concurrence. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— The  question  as 
stated  by  the  President  has  clearly  set  forth  the 
the  position  of  the  matter  as  it  rests  between  the 
two  branches  at  the  present  time.  The  order 
passed  by  this  Council  a  week  ago  looked  to  the 
renovation  of  the  Old  State  House,  regarding  the 
rent  whjch  could  be  obtained  from  it  as  a  matter 
entirely  subordinate  to  the  other  question.  The 
vote  was  almost  unanimous  in  this  branch,  I  may 
say,  and  took  what  is  termed  the  sentimental  side 
of  the  subject,  which  was  that  the  city  of  Boston 
is  rich  enough  to  almost  despise  the  question  of 
money  in  the  occupation  of  the  Old  State  House] 
that  though  the  sacrifice  on  the  figures  submitted 
by  the  committee  amounted  to  about  nine  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  on  the  estimate  of  other  per- 
sons, to  ten  or  eleven  thousand  dollars,  the  Coun- 
cil voted  that  they  preferred  to  have  the  Old 
State  House  renovated,  and  devoted  to  public 
uses,  and  to  sacrifice  the  money  which  might  be 
obtained  from  renting  it.  When  the  matter 
reached  the  Board  of  Aldermen  an  entirely  differ- 
ent opinion  was  manilested.  I  do  not  propose  at 
this  time  to  make  any  remarks  upon  the  wisdom 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  their  course.  I  am 
not  disposed  to  impugn  their  motives  for  consid- 
ering the  Old  State  House  purely  and  simply  (I 
speak  not  only  from  the  order  as  passed  oy  them, 
but  also  from  the  debate  which  took  place)  as  any 
other  piece  of  property,  and  that  it  was  their 
duty  to  obtain  for  it  the  most  money  possible. 
The  question  now  comes  back  to  this  Council 
whether  they  shall  stand  by  the  view  they  took 
before,  or  whether  they  will  concur  with  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  in  their  very  material  view  of 
the  subject.  I  think  there  is  a  certain  amount  of 
weight  (o  be  given  to  the  view  taken  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  It  was  a  very  considerable 
sum  of  money  which  this  Council  showed: 
itself  willing  to  sacrifice  for  a  great  public 
purpose.  I  am  glad  that  the  Council  took  that 
view  of  it,  and  that  it  has  been  put  upon  record. 
I  think  if  was  a  creditable  vote  for  the  Council  to 
pass.  It  shows  that  in  the  view  of  the  Council 
money  is  not  everything.  I  feel,  from  the  long 
discussion  held  in  the  newspapers,  that  the  view 
of  the  Council  expresses  the  opinion  of  the  great- 
est number  of  our  most  eminent  and  respected 
citizens.  It  is  evident  that  they  are  willing  to 
say  that  the  amount  of  money  is  not  too  large  to 
be  sacrificed  for  the  sake  of  preserving  the  Old 
Stat»  House.  The  matter,  however,  may  now  be 
considered  f nm  a  different  point  of  view,  and 
perhaps  an  arrangement  may  be  made  by  which 
some  compromise  can  be  effected.  The  question 
which  came  before  the  Board  of  Aldermen  was 
as  to  how  much  money  could  be  obtained.    It 


appears  that  an  offer  has  been  made  of  a 
larger  sum  than  has  been  obtained  for  the  last 
five  years.  It  was  stated  that  $20,000  could  be 
obtained  on  a  twenty-years'  lease  of  the  building. 
For  the  last  five  years  the  city  has  been  receiving 
$16,000  per  annum  for  the  leaBe  of  the  entire 
building.  From  information  I  have  received 
within  the  last  twenty-four  hours,  I  believe  that 
the  city  of  Boston  can  lease  those  portions  of  the 
building  which  it  will  not  require,  for  a  sum 
equal  to  that  which  it  has  been  receiving  hereto- 
fore for  the  whole  building.  We  have  distrib- 
uted to  you  tonight  drawings  of  various  views  of 
the  Old  State  House,  showing  the  appearance  of 
the  building  at  different  times  from  1790  to  1880. 
I  hope  the  members  will  look  these  over  to  see 
what  is  really  meant  by  the  renovation  of  the  Old 
State  House.  The  two  little  views  on  these  plates 
will  call  to  your  attention  the  fact  that  the  present 
roof  is  an  entire  departure  from  the  original 
plan .  In  order  that  the  attic  story  should  be 
available  as  a  matter  of  rent,  the  lessees  have 
been  obliged  to  build  out  the  eaves  and  it  must 
be  removed.  That  entire  story,  for  all  purposes 
of  leasing,  must  be  taken  out  of  the  account.  The 
view  on  Washington  street  is  much  plainer  than 
at  the  present  time.  On  the  State-street  end 
there  is  a  large  doorway,  placed  there  within 
recent  years,  which  will  have  to  be  taken  away  if 
any  attempt  is  made  to  restore  the  building  to  its 
original  form.  These  matters  of  detail  must  he 
considered,  because  in  attemDting  to  renovate 
it,  it  is  useless  to  give  the  public  to  understand 
that  the  interior  of  the  building  should  be  re- 
stored at  all.  It  is  that  the  Council 
and  the  public  may  not  be  deceived  by 
any  offers.  I  hold  that  the  wishes  of  the 
Council  and  the  public  should  be  carried  out  to 
restore  the  exterior  by  its  own  agents,  and  of  the 
$35,000  appropriated  to  renovate  the  building 
only  a  comparatively  small  part  will  be  required. 
I  think  tha'.  if  we  want  to  have  the  exterior  of 
the  building  restored,  we  must  take  the  work  intq 
our  own  hands.  Now  sir,  I  wish  to  call  attention 
to  another  fact:  After  all,  the  second  floor  shown 
on  these  plans  contains  the  two  rooms  which  ara 
the  very  essence  of  the  building.  It  contains  the 
old  Hall  of  Representatives  and  the  old  Council 
chamber.  These  are  the  identical  rooms  in  which 
the  occurrences  took  place  to  which  reference  has 
been  made  in  our  debates,  and  in  the  newspapers. 
I  venture  to  say  now,  that  if  we  can  restore  the 
exterior  of  the  building  and  dedicate  to  public 
uses  the  upper  floor,  we  shall  have  complied  with 
the  reasonable  wishes  of  the  antiquarian  public. 
It  is  because  this  plan  presents  a  feasi- 
ble solution  of  the  question  and  a  reasonable 
compromise  between  the  views  taken  by  this 
branch  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  that  I  ask 
the  Council  to  consider  it  at  this  time.  Of  course 
tbis  sum  of  $35,000  is  not  one  over  which  the  two' 
branches  would  wrangle  for  a  long  time.  It  is 
not  a  sum  which  by  compound  interest  is  to  be 
raised  in  small  amounts,  but  it  is  a  sum  such  as 
we  often  spend  on  various  buildings  and  school- 
houses,  which  we  can  very  easily  dispose  of  at 
one  session.  In  the  other  branch  there  would  be 
a  statement  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  make 
these  renovations  and  repairs  within  the  sum 
named.  One  of  the  Aldermen  indulged  in  some 
very  wild  remarks,  and  I  regret  to  say  that  he 
dragged  unnecessarily  into  the  dispute  the  City 
Architect.  I  have  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by 
the  City  Architect  today,  which  I  desire  to  read 
to  The  Council,  as  it  is  very  short: 

Office  of  City  Architect,  \ 
Citv  Hall,  June  23, 1881.     J 

W.  h.  Whitmore,  Esq.:  Dear  Sir— I  have  con- 
sidered the  cost  of  restoring  the  room  and  stair 
case  hall  on  the  second  floor  in  the  Old  Stare 
House,  also  the  cost  of  reconstructing  the  roof, 
including  all  necessary  repairs  upon  the  old 
tower,  and  the  restoring  of  the  outside  walls  to 
conform  with  its  original  outline  and  appearance 
as  shown  by  your  sketches,  and  will  say  that  I 
am  confident  that  the  work  can  be  done  for  an 
amount  within  the  appropriation,  $35,000. 
Very  truly  yours, 

George  A  Clouoh, 

City  Architect. 

Now,  sir,  there  is  sufficient  evidence,  it  seems 
to  me,  that  the  work  can  be  done,  and  that  the 
outside  expense  is  definitely  fixed.  If  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  should  receive  an  or- 
der to  go  to  work,  undoubtedly  it  could  be  com- 
pleted by  November.  In  that  case,  not  only  the 
committee,  but  Mr.  Clougn  is  responsible  to  the 
City  Council  for  the  statements  made  in  that  let- 
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ter.  I  would  go  further  and  say  that  the  experi- 
ence of  two  members  or'  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  confirms  the  opinion  of  Mr.  dough.  I 
believe  the  original  estimate  for  the  restoration 
was  ample.  Our  first  estimate  looked  to  the  res- 
toration of  the  two  lower  floors,  but  it  a  part  of 
the  building  is  leased,  that  will  fall  upon  the  ten- 
ants. If  our  estimate  is  ample  for  the  larger  job, 
it  is  certainly  enough  for  the  smaller  one.  The 
last  argument  which  I  shall  make  before 
offering  the  orders  which  1  have  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  orders  received  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  is  this:  For  the  last  Ave 
years  we  have  received  $16,000  a  year  for  the 
whole  building.  If  it  had  not  been  for  this  anti- 
quarian discussion,  it  is  certain  that  that  lease 
would  have  been  renewed  for  ten  or  twenty  years 
for  not  more  than  $16,000.  The  entire  gain  has 
been  given  to  the  matter  by  this  antiquarian  dis- 
cussion. There  is  no  question  but  that  the  en- 
hanced value  of  the  building  has  been  given  to  it 
Dy  this  discussion.  Therefore  I  say  that  if  the 
city  can  lee  the  lower  story  and  basement  for  the 
whole  amount  It  has  been  receiving  for  the  whole 
building  for  the  past  five  years,  it  can  in  reality 
feel  that  it  is  holding  the  two  upper  stones  at  no 
cost  to  the  taxpayers.  At  any  rate,  we  are  on 
record  as  favoring  the  having  of  the  building  de- 
voted to  public  uses.  Now,  sir,  the  offer  of  $20,- 
000  for  the  whole  building  is  only  $4000  more 
than  would  be  an  offer  of  $16,000  for  the  two 
lower  stories.  Therefore  we  shall  only  lose  four 
thousand  dollars  by  keeping  the  two  upper  sto- 
ries, and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men cannot  but  consent  to  a  plan  by  which  the 
city  is  not  to  lose  one  cent  of  the  present  revenue 
from  the  buildiDg,  and  by  which  the  two  rooms 
which  represent  the  historical  interest  of  the 
building  can  be  renovated  and  preserved  for  the 
use  of  the  city  and  its  inhabitants.  There  are 
minor  matters  of  detail  which  could  be  easily 
wrought  trp.  In  the  meantime  the  question 
comes  down  to  this— Will  not  this  Couucil  vote 
tonight  that  if  the  building  Is  too  valuable  to  give 
away,  if  we  can  succeed  for  the  next  twenty  years 
in  earning  a  revenue  such  as  it  has  been  earn- 
ing for  the  past  five  years,  and  at  the  same 
time  preserve  the  two  rooms  of  historical  in- 
terest, that  we  have  done  everything  the 
most  exacting  citizen  would  demand  ?  Is  it 
worth  while  to  squeeze  $4000  more  for  the  rent  of 
the  upper  story,  when  by  sacrificing  that  amount 
we  are  able  to  do  everything  that  the  public  de- 
mand of  us.  It  seems  to  me,  as  I  said  in  arising, 
that  this  is  a  compromise  which  can  be  fairly  and 
justly  made  by  both  sides.  We  shall  be  able  to 
restore  the  building  and  establish  an  Indepen- 
dence Hall  here  in  Boston,  with  really  no  sacri- 
fice of  the  public  revenue.  It  seems  to  me  that 
would  meet  the  demands  of  the  most  active  citi- 
zen who  says  we  cannot  afford  to  throw  away  the 
revenue  from  the  building.  Beyond  that  there  is 
one  other  thing  I  wish  to  say.  It  has  been  stated 
by  the  newspapers,  as  one  of  the  two  resnlts 
which  this  discussion  has  brought  forth,  that 
the  only  safety  for  the  build'ng  lies  in  a 
long  lease.  That  may  be  true.  The  papers 
also  state  that  it  Is  the  desire  of  this 
community  to  have  the  building  restored,  exter- 
nally at  least,  to  its  former  appearance.  As  I 
have  already  stated,  any  one  who  takes  these 
plates  before  him  will  see  that  there  have  been 
such  changes  made  that  it  would  be  unwise  for 
the  city  to  throw  the  duty  of  restoring  the  ex- 
ternal walls  upon  a  tenant.  The  only  sensible 
way  is  to  have  the  work  of  restoration  done  by 
the  City  Architect,  who  is  responsible  to  the  City 
Council  tor  the  performance  of  his  duty.  I  nave 
prepared  three  orders  to  take  the  place  of  the 
substitute  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
which  with  the  permission  of  the  Chair,  I  will 
read: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  be  and  they  hereby  are  direc- 
ed  to  restore  the  outer  walls,  roof,  tower,  attics, 
second-story  rooms  and  stairways  thereto  of  the 
Old  State  House,  as  nearly  as  possible,  to  their 
appearance  when  used  by  the  Legislature;  the 
expense  thereof  not  to  exceed  thirty-five  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  to  be  charged  to  the  special 
appropriation  therefor. 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  be  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  to 
lease  the  rooms  on  the  first  floor  and  basemen;  of 
the  Old  State  House  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
twenty  years,  at  a  minimum  rent  of  sixteen  thou- 
sand dollars  per  annum,  on  such  conditions  as 
they  deem  necessary  for  the  interest  of  the  city. 


Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  be,  and  they  are  hereby  di- 
rected to  consider  and  report  a  plan  for  main- 
taining the  rooms  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Old 
State  Souse,  formerly  occupied  by  the  Colonial 
Legislature,  as  memorial  halls,  to  be  always  ac- 
cessible to  the  public. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  do  not  imagine  that  there 
is  a  point  upon  which  I  can  anticipate  any 
objections  to  either  of  those  orders.  I  can 
only  say  I  am  satisfied  that  the  minimum  rent 
therein  mentioned,  of  $16,000,  can  be  obtained. 
I  should  not  make  that  statement  without  having 
very  strong  assurance,  but  not  being  a  broker  or 
attorney  for  the  persons  who  have  been  talking 
about  ir,  I  cannot  state  the  conversation,  but  I 
would  say  that  offers  have  been  submitted  to  me 
by  which  I  believe  that  the  minimum  rent— 
$16,000— can  be  obtained,  and  perhaps  more  by 
competition.  By  passing  the  orders  in  this  form 
the  Council  may  be  assured  that  we  can  get  as 
much  for  these  lower  stories  as  we  have  received 
for  the  last  five  years  for  the  whole  building.  I 
am  also  satisfied  that  the  rooms  can  be  made 
attractive  and  interesting  to  the  public,  and  that 
it  will  be  hereafter,  as  Independence  Hall  has 
been  In  Philadelphia, a  source  not  only  of  instruc- 
tion and  entertainment,  but  even  of  profit  to  the 
city  whicn  is  wise  enough  to  establish  such  a 
memorial  within  its  limits. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14-This  is  the  first  time  I 
have  heard  anything  about  renovating  the  Old 
State  House  on  the  outside.  The  $35,000  were  ap- 
propriated for  renovating  the  inside.  Now  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  gone  to  work  to 
renovate  the  outside.  I  do  not  see  any  necessity 
tor  renovating  the  outside  of  that  building.  It 
has  been  for  the  last  fifteen  years  as  it  is  now. 
The  gentleman  has  brought  in  figures  to  prove 
that  he  will  get  $16  000  for  the  two  floors.  Per- 
haps the  bank  don't  want  it.  but  there  is  the 
third  story  that  he  'has  said  nothing  about. 
What  is  he  going  to  do  about  that?  I  hope  the 
substitute  will  not  prevail,  but  that  we  shall  son- 
cur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  President  stated  the  question  upon  the 
Council  non-concurring  with  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, receding  from  its  former  action,  and  passing 
the  orders  offered  by  Mr.  Whitmore. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  hope  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  prevail.  At  the 
last  meeting  I  voted  in  favor  of  restoring  the  61d 
State  House, because  I  believed  that  the  sentiment 
of  the  community  was  in  favor  of  it.  I  believe 
the  agitation  which  has  taken  place  during  the 
last  few  years,  which  I  may  call  the  centennial 
period,  has  developed  the  fact  that  the  city  cares 
something  for  the  monuments  of  the  past.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  citizens  of  Boston  were  ready  to 
sacrifice  somewhat  in  the  amount  of  their  annual 
income  for  the  purposes  of  attaining  that.  It  was 
plainly  shown  that  something  would  have  to  be  sac- 
rificed, and  I  was  willing  to  vote  to  sacrifice  so 
much  of  our  revenue.  I  must  say  I  have  been 
somewhat  shaken  during  the  last  week  by  the 
statements  made  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen, at  the 
last  meeting,of  the  offers  which  could  be  obtained 
at  the  present  time.  I  do  not  know  whether  we 
could  in  justice  to  our  constituents  and  the  peo- 
ple who  pay  the  taxes  sacrifice  the  still  larger 
amount  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  sacrifice, 
If  we  decline  to  rent  the  building.  I,  however, 
agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  and  be- 
lieve that  the  substitute  orders  offered  by  him 
are  a  fair  compromise.  Therefore  I  hope  that 
they  will  prevail.  It  will  be  seen  that  we  are  not 
losing  anything  whatever  from  the  present  in- 
come derived  by  the  city.  We  shall  not  be  throw- 
ing anything  away,  and  the  additional  gain 
which  we  might  obtain  trom  the  offers  already 
made  I  am  willing  to  give  up.  I  hope  the  substi- 
tute will  prevail. 

Mr.  McLaughlin  of  Ward  7—1  hope  the  substi- 
tute of  the  gentleman  trom  Ward  12  will  not  pre- 
vail. I  hope  the  Council  will  concur  io  the  action 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  the  reference  they 
have  made  of  the  leasing  of  the  Old  State  House. 
A  short  time  ago  a  vote  was  passed  in  this  Coun- 
cil to  retain  the  Old  State  House  and  appropriate 
$35,000  to  restore  it  to  its  original  appearance.  I 
favored  it  at  that  time.  Since  then  public 
opinion  has  been  pretty  well  expressed;  proposi- 
tions have  been  presented  that  to  me  seem  to  de- 
serve that  careful  and  proper  consideration 
which  enables  us  to  act  with  justice  to  ourselves 
and  the  citizens  of  Boston.  The  question  to  be 
considered  is  whether  the  city  shall  at  its  own 
expense  renovate  that  buildiog,  or  whether  the 
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building  shall  be  leased  to  responsible  ten- 
ants or  tenant  lor  any  limited  term  of 
vears.  The  supporters  of  the  former  proposition 
have  presented  arguments  that  would  certainly 
accomplish  their  object,  if  the  question  was 
whether  the  building  would  be  demolished,  or 
whether  the  city  would  occupy  it.  If  it  was  a 
question  of  that  nature,  then  I  do  not  think  that 
any  gentleman  who  has  any  sympathy  for  the 
preservation  of  any  recent  or  ancient  landmark 
would  hesitate  to  support  that  motion.  But,  sir, 
the  building  has  stood,  it  now  stands,  and  it  will 
stand,  and  in  determining  under  whose  control 
the  proper  renovation  should  be  made,  I  do  not 
think  we  can  afford  to  sacrifice  the  city's  interest 
to  satisfy  any  particular  fancies  that  we  ourselves 
may  have.  We  come  here  as  servants  of  the  city, 
sworn  to  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties  required 
of  us,  to  closely  guard  the  city's  interest;  and  we 
must  in  this  matter  waive  all  personal  regard  and 
view  it  fairly  and  honestly  from  a  proper  stand- 
point. Some  propositions  have  been  made  to  lease 
this  building,  and  statements  have  been  made  that 
the  building  should  be  leased,  for  the  welfare  of 
the  city.  Amongst  them  comes  one  from  a  highly 
honorable  and  successful  institution,  asking  that 
the  buildiug  be  leased  to  them— meaning  the 
whole  building,  I  suppose— for  a  term  of  twenty, 
twenty-five  or  thirty  years,  at  an  annual  rental  of 
$20,000.  Moreover,  this  institution  agrees  to  re- 
place, renovate,  and  restore  to  its  original  ap- 
pearance not  only  the  outside  of  that  building, 
but  also  to  have  all  the  fixtures  in  the  building 
wrought  in  that  peculiar  design  which  will  be  sug- 
gestive of  the  olden  time.  Can  anything  be  more 
satisfactory  to  those  gentlemen  who  love  the  old 
historic  structure  ?  Is  it  possible  that  we  are  to 
sacrifice  the  city's  money,  in  order  to  satisfy  a 
whim  of  our  own,  when  such  an  advantageous 
offer  could  be  accepted,  or  at  least  enter- 
tained? Now,  sir,  we  have  no  fight  to 
spend  one  dollar  of  .the  city's  money  when 
an  opportunity  to  save  it  is  presented.  It  is  not 
justice  to  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  to  burden 
them  with  the  slightest  expense,  when  the  same 
object  can  be  attained  if  we  pursue  a  little  dif- 
ferent course.  During  the  last  meeting  the  ques- 
tion arose,  and  I  think  the  gentleman  from  ward 
12  stated  that  that  building  would  soon  be  occu- 
pied by  city  offices.  The  order  was  hurriedly  put 
through  at  that  time.  I  do  not  think  the  gentle- 
men iu  the  Council  thoroughly  understood  what 
they  were  voting  upon.  I  think  there  were  sev- 
eral in  the  same  box.  It  matters  not  whether  the 
offices  in  that  building  are  to  be  occupied  by  a 
public  or  private  corporation;  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  at  a  time  like  this, when  we  can  not  only  look 
at  the  Old  State  House  as  an  ancient  landmari,but 
also  as  a  monument  of  certain  gentlemen,  we  cer- 
tainly ought  not  to  let  it  go  by  without  at  least 
entertaining  it. 

Mr,  Gove  of  Ward  1— I  am  very  happy  to  have 
this  matter  come  back  to  the  Council.  I  bad  an 
impression  two  weeks  ago  when  it  passed  that  it 
would  come  back  and  I  would  have  an  opportuni- 
ty to  say  something  upon  it.  Fortunately  for  me, 
and  probable  for  the  Council,  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men had  an  opportunity  before  I  did  to  speak 
upon  the  question,  and  it  has  been  pretty  thor- 
oughly ventilated.  But  there  is  one  difficulty 
which  always  seems  to  arise  every  time  we  Say 
the  words  "Old  State  House."  A  new  order  comes 
in  every  time.  I  think  that  if  we  were  to  pass  the 
order  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  to- 
night it  would  go  back  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  another  amendment  would  be  tacked  on  and 
come  back  here,  and  that  is  the  way  it  would  go 
on  for  an  indefinite  period.  There  is  another 
peculiar  position  of  this  case.  The  gentlemen 
came  in  here  and  an  order  was  passed  to  take  the 
whole  of  the  building.  They  found  that  would 
not  go,  and  now  they  come  in  and  are  ready  to 
take  a  piece.  That  piece  may  dwindle  down  and 
become  a  still  smaller  piece,  and  Id  all  human 
probability  by  the  time  it  reaches  its  end  there 
will  be  no  piece  left,-and  the  building  will  proba- 
blv  be  let  to  the  highest  bidder.  Now,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  7  has  spoken  of  what  is  our 
sworn  duty  as  members  of  this  Council,  which  is 
substantially  this— that  as  long  as  tie  building 
is  going  to  be  leased,  lease  it  to  the  man  who  will 
pay  highest  for  it,  if  he  is  a  responsible  man,  and 
does  as  much  as  he  can  towards  satisfying  our 
antiquarian  friend  from  Ward  12.  Now,  Mr. 
President,  I  move  that  this  whole  matter  be  re- 
committed, with  instructions  to  advertise  for 
proposals  for  the  leasing  of  that  building  for  a 
term   not   exceeding   thirty  years,  with  instruc- 


tions to  the  committee  to  let  it  for  such  purposes 
only  as  will  put  the  building  nearest  its  former 
condition. 

The  President  requested  Mr.  Gove  to  reduce  his 
motion  to  writing. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  W  ard  21— I  would  like  to  raise  a 
question.  It  has  been  assumed  during  this  de- 
bate, and  seems  to  have  been  assumed  by  all  the 
newspapers,  that  some  fine  offer  to  lease  the 
building  has  been  made.  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  if  any  offer  has 
been  made  to  lease  the  Old  State  House  for  $20,- 
000,  or  any  other  amount  greater  than  the  present 
rental  ? 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24 — We  have  had  a  proposi- 
tion of  $15,000;  but  the  gentleman  said  it  was  not 
his  ultimatum. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  would  like  to  ask  if  that  was  from 
the  somewhat  noted  and  highly  honored  institu- 
tion referred  to  a  few  moments  ago— the  Maver- 
ick Bank? 

Mr.  Clapp— I  think  not. 

Mr.  Pratt— Now,  Mr.  Presideot,  I  have  only  a 
few  words  to  s.iy.  All  this  talk  about  the  Maver- 
ick Bank  offering  820,000  and  restoring  that 
building  to  its  appearance  of  antiquity  I  believe 
to  be  principally  an  advertising  dodge,  or  a  piece 
of  amusement  on  the  part  of  somebody  outside 
of  the  bank.  We  have  do  evidence  that  they 
would  give  anytting  like  that  sum.  There  was 
an  offer  made  by  some  one  else  of  an  exchange 
of  an  old  building  on  Washington  street  for  the 
Old  State  House,  with  some  conditions  about  it, 
which  I  presume  not  a  member  of  this  Council 
would  consider  five  minutes.  So  the  question  is 
back  where  it  stood  five  weeks  ago  when  it  was 
brought  up  in  this  Council,  except  from  the  dif- 
ferent direction  which  debate  must  take  on 
account  of  the  orders  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12.  Now,  in  the 
main,  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12.  I  hope  his  first  order  will  pre- 
vail. I  should  be  willing  to  vote  for  his  third 
order.  I  am  not  willing  to  vote  for  the  second 
order,  and  will  try  to  state  some  reasons  why. 
This  Council,  I  take  it,  does  not  care  for  any  phil- 
osophical discussion  about  sentiment  and  com- 
mercial reasons,  or  anything  of  that  sort.  They 
are  ready  to  look  at  jt  in  a  plain  matter-of-fact 
way.  The  sum  required  for  renovating  the  Old 
State  House  is  not  a  large  one,  and  not  one  the 
size  of  which  has  often  raised  questions  in  refer- 
ence to  any  other  building  or  project  that  meets 
with  approbation  here,  or  by  which  it  will  be  seen 
that  something  is  to  be  directed  into  a  profitable 
channel.  Even  if  we  could  get  $20,000  or  mere 
likely  some  fifteen  or  sixteen  thousand  dollars 
for  rental  there,  I  have  only  to  say  that  for  the 
amusement,  instruction  and  entertainment  of  the 
citizens,  this  City  Council  is  always  ready  to  ex- 
pend large  sums.  It  is  ready  to  expend 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  in  one  day  to  cel- 
ebrate the  Fourth  of  July.  It  was  ready 
to  expend  a  large  sum  last  year  to  celebrate  the 
250th  anniversary.  It  is  ready  to  expend  sums 
constantly  for  the  entertainment,  instruction  and 
amusement  of  its  citizens.  But  there  is  some- 
thing more  than  that  in  the  Old  State  House.  I 
said  I  would  not  talk  about  sentiment,  but  I  can- 
not help  saying  in  passing  that  I  should  like  to 
see,  here  in  Boston,  that  Old  State  House  stand, 
something  as  the  church  does  opposite  the  head 
of  Wall  street  in  New  York,  wit*  its  ever  upward- 
pointing  spire  seemiDg  to  teach  the  citizens  of 
New  York  that  there  is  something  to  be  consid- 
ered higher  than  money-making  in  Wall  street 
which  it  faces;  and  something  beyond  that,  Mr. 
President,  I  would  like  to  have  it  not  only  to  teach 
the  frequenters  of  St  ite  street  noble  lessons,  but 
also  all  the  citizens  of  Boston  and  all  the  citizens 
to  the  number  of  hundreds  of  thousands 
annually  that  visit  this  city,  who  pass 
up  and  down  that  thoroughfare,  Washington 
street.  The  Old  State  House  should  stand  as  a 
civic  monument.  We  have  religious  monuments 
and  have  tried  to  preserve  them,  but  the  Old 
State  House,  with  the  exception  of  Faneull  Hall, 
is  the  only  civic  monument  there  has  been  any 
talk  about  preserving,  and  for  that  reason  I 
would  like  to  see  it  preserved  entirely  and  effec- 
tively for  the  purposes  of  a  memorial  building. 
But,  sir,  I  was  speaking  a  few  moments  ago  upon 
the  matter-of-fact  dollars  and  cents  aspect  of 
the  case.  Is  there  any  piece  of  property  which 
pays  a  better  rent  to  the  city  of  Boston  than  the 
Common?  Are  there  not  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  people  who  come  here  to  Boston  and  spend  a 
night,  or  a  day  or  a  week,  for  the  purpose  of  vis- 
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iting  Faneuil  Hall,  Boston  Common  and  Bunker 
Hill  Monument,  and  the  other  places  of  historic 
interest  in  and  about  Boston?  And  doeSD't  every- 
body who  comes  here  to  stay  over  night  or1  pass  a 
day,  or  on  his  way  back  from  the  moun- 
tains or  seashore,  or  in  travelling,  stops  here  and 
spends  a  few  dollars,  contribute  to  the  trade  and 
traffic  of  Boston  in  a  hundred  different  ways? 
Now,  sir,  we  are  ready  to  spend  money  for  the 
widening  or  Commercial  street,  and  build  streets 
for  a  couple  of  manufacturing  institutions  on  the 
Back  Bay,  to  ornament  our  public  squares,  and 
otherwise  help  the  large  interests  of  the  city— 
the  large  interests  of  the  wealthy  householders 
and  manufacturers.  Shall  we  not  tor  once  be 
willing  to  help  the  shopkeepers?  Shall  we  not 
be  willing  to  remember  the  fact  that  the  retail 
traders  of  the  city  outnumber  the  wholesale  deal- 
ers by  thousands?  That  the  number  of  families 
of  moderate  means  outnumber  the  magnates 
whom  we  spend  thousands  of  dollars  for?  Shall 
we  not  be  willing  to  do  something  to  help  them? 
I  venture  to  say  that  Independeoce  Hall,  in  Phil- 
adelphia, pays  a  better  rent  to  that  city  than  any 
other  property  it  owns,  and  I  even  say  and  think 
this  Council  will  believe,  that  if  we  preserve  the 
Old  State  House  entirely  and  do  not  derive  a  cent 
of  rent  from  it,  but  preserve  it  as  it  ought  to  be, 
as  an  old  memorial  building,  and  invite  to  it 
everything  that  will  make  it  attractive,  that  that 
piece  of  property  will  pay  a  better  rent  ro  the 
city  of  Boston  than  any  other  piece  of  property 
in  it.  I  take  that  from  a  purely  practical  and 
money  point  of  view.  I  am  willing  to  vote,  and 
stand  by  my  record,  and  willing  to  face 
that  record,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  live  for 
fifty  years  longer,  that  1  voted  to  spend  this 
year  $35,000  to  renovate  the  Old  State  House,  and 
restore  it  to  the  condition  it  ought  never  to 
have  been  robbed  of,  and  that  I  voted  to  set 
apart  not  only  the  second  floor,  and  make  a 
memorial  hall  of  it  in  the  same  floor  that  it 
used  to  be,  but  I  am  willing  to  go  further  and  say 
that  if  we  make  any  other  use  of  the  first  story 
from  Washington  street  than  the  kindred  memo- 
rial uses  that  are  proposed  tor  the  second  floor,  I 
snail  vote  against  it.  I  should  be  in  favor  of  al- 
lowing the  City  Registrar  Department  and  the 
Registrars  of  voters  to  be  located  there.  1  should 
line  to  have  the  first  thing  that  a  man,  whether 
he  be  born  in  Boston  or  on  foreign  soil,  I  should 
like  to  have  the  first  lesson  he  learns  when  he  is 
on  his  way  to  acquire  the  rights  of  citizenship, 
shall  be  a  view  of  the  Old  State  House  and  a 
twinge  from  the  effects  and  associations  that 
would  be  suggested  by  it.  Let  them  walk  up  to 
the  Old  State  House  on  their  way  to  the  Regis- 
trar's. I  think  it  would  be  something  in  keeping 
with  the  general  use  of  the  building  to  put  the 
City  Registrar's  Department  in  there.  If  there  is 
any  other  department  of  the  city  that 
can  go  into  it,  whose  use  of  it  would  be  kin- 
dred to  this,  and  proper  for  an  old  memorial 
building,  let  them  go  in  there.  Let  the  Record 
Commissioners  go  in  there.  I  should  have  no  ob- 
jection to  the  Boston  Antiquarian  Society  having 
rooms  there  if  they  can  find  one  big  enough  for 
them.  I  have  no  doubt  our  historical  and  antiqua- 
rian societies  would  contribute  to  that  building 
and  to  the  city  of  Boston  from  time  to  time  many 
valuable  things  which  would  make  It  more  and 
more  attractive.  I  believe,  if  we  do  this,  that 
every  man  of  us,  after  we  have  gone  home  and 
reflected  upon  it,  and  after  we  have  Uvea  ten,  fif- 
teen or  twenty  years,  will  be  glad  he  did  so,  and 
will  see  more  and  more  the  benefit  and  wisdom  of 
Boston  having  it  done. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17— In  reply  to  the  inquiry 
raised  by  the  gentleman  who  last  spoke,  I  feel 
authorized  to  say  that  I  had  a  personal  interview 
with  the  president  of  the  Maverick  National 
Bank  on  Monday  last.  I  went  to  him  particular- 
ly to  inquire  whether  there  was  any  foundation 
lor  the  newspaper  talk  I  had  read  of  concerning 
an  offer  of  $20,000  per  annum  for  a  lease  of  the 
Old  State  House.  Mr.  Potter  informed  me  that 
the  Maverick  National  Bank  would  be  willing  to 
lease  the  Old  State  House  for  a  term— they  would 
prefer  thirty  years— at  $20,000  a  year;  that  fur- 
ther, they  would  agree  to  renovate  the  building 
in  the  olden  style;  tLat  they  would  have  no  signs 
on  the  outside  of  the  building;  that  they  would 
fit  it  up  generally  tor  the  purposes  of  a  bank- 
ing institution  on  the  Washington-street  floor, 
and  for  offices  on  the  Becond  story,  for  their  own 
purposes  in  the  attic  story,  ano  for  a  bank- 
ing bouse  in  the  State-street  basement.  Tbev 
would  do  anything  within  the  bounds  of  reason 


that  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  would 
require  tbem  to  do  to  put  the  bdilding  in  proper 
shape,  and  the  repairs  and  alterations  which  they 
contemplated  would  cost  them  at  least  $40,000, 
and  perhaps  $50,000,  the  benefit  of  which  would 
accrue  to  the  city  at  the  termination  of  the  lease. 
For  their  own  purposes  they  would  prefer  a 
thirty-years'  lease,  and  for  the  further  reason 
that  it  would  guarantee  the  building  to  the  citi- 
zens ol  Boston  tor  that  lengtn  of  time.  Now,  in 
reference  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12, 1  would  say  a  few  words.  When 
this  matter  was  before  the  Council  two  weeks  ago 
I  voted  in  favor  of  leasing  the  building.  I  felt 
assured  that  the  building  would  be  Dreserved, 
and  I  think  the  statement  I  made  in  debate  that 
not  three  members  of  the  Council  would  vote  to 
tear  down  the  building  has  been  borne  out 
by  the  facts  brought  out  in  the  debate.  My  first 
impression  of  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward   12   is  favorable.    I    think  we  have 

fuaranteed  the  existence  of  the  Old  State  House, 
was  not  disposed  to  vote  for  fitting  it  up  for 
city  offices,  because  that  seemed  to  me  to  be  In- 
volving quite  a  financial  sacrifice.  But  if  $10,000 
or  some  larger  sum  can  be  obtained  for  a  lease  of 
a  portion  of  the  building,  I  should  be  willing  to 
vote  for  that,  because  by  so  doing  the  financial 
interests  of  the  city  would  be  protected.  The 
proposition  seems  to  be  a  fair  one,  and,  at  pres- 
sent,  1  see  no  objection  to  either  of  the  three 
orders  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12. 
If  the  matter  is  left  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildiogs,  I  think  they  would  probably  use  their 
best  judgment  in  selecting  the  most  responsible 
and  best  bidder  for  the  purpose.  1  therefore 
hope  the  motion  ot  the  gentleman  from  Wardl2 
will  prevail. 

The  President  stated  that  Mr.  Gove  had  re- 
duced his  motion  to  writing,  as  follows: 

That  the  order  be  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings,  with  instructions  to  ad- 
vertise the  Old  State  House  for  a  term  not  ex- 
ceeding thirty  years,  subject  to  the  restriction, 
among  others,  that  the  lessee  shall  restore  the 
outside  of  that  building  as  near  as  possible  to  its 
former  style,  and  giving  said  committee  author- 
ity to  lease  said  building  to  the  highest  bidder 
therefor. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18— It  seems  to  me  that  we 
have  come  to  the  time  when  we  have  found  out 
just  about  what  the  citizens  of  Boston 
think  about  the  Old  State  House.  At 
the  last  meeting,  a  large  majority  of  the 
Council  voted  to  preserve  the  Old  State  House, 
and  spend  $35,000  in  renovatiug  it,  and  to  put  in 
a  few  city  offices  there.  Toe  Aldermen  do  not  be- 
lieve in  any  such  thing,  considering  the  very 
large  vote  they  gave  in  the  opposite  direction. 
Now  we  have  come  here  tonight,  and  here  is  a 
proposition  which  I  think  is  made  in  good  faith 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  that  we  can 
lease  a  portion  of  that  building  for  $16,000  a  year 
—all  we  get  for  it  now— and  can  retain  all  that  is 
necessary  tor  a  memorial  hall, which  would  satisfy 
the  Antiquarian  Society, the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  and  the  public  generally.  I  think  that  is  a 
proposition  we  ought  to  accept.  We  get  as  much 
money  as  we  have  been  receiving  and  we  accom- 
modate all  the  people  who  think  so  milch  about 
the  dollar;  we  p'ease  those  who  think  so 
much  about  sentiment,  and  fix  them  all 
right  ;  we  r«.tain  the  spire  which  my 
good  friend  wishes  to  keep  there.  It 
seems  to  me  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  has  hit  the 
nail  on  the  bead,  and  that  we  ought  to  adopt  his 
proposition  here  and  now. 

Mr.  Mathews  of  Ward  21— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  has  stated  that  certain  portions  of  the 
building  can  be  leased  for  gie.000  a  year,  and  the 
material  portion  retained  for  tne  city.  I  think 
that  statement  will  have  some  influence  upon  this 
Council  when  they  came  to  vote  upon  the  ques- 
tion, and  I  should  like  to  know  by  what  authority 
be  makes  a  statement  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  Whamore— I  stated  in  the  first  place  that 
I  did  not  like  to  drag  in  the  names  of  persons 
where  I  am  not  a  duly-authorized  agent.  1  will 
state,  however,  that  I  have  such  a  belief,  such 
a  well-grounded  belief,  that  I  reel  justified  in  ask- 
ing the  Council  to  allow  the  committee  to  put 
that  in  as  the  minimum  rent.  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man will  not  press  the  inquiry  further.  I  hope 
the  Council  will  believe  that  I  am  so  much  in  ear- 
nest in  this  matter  that  I  will  not  trifle  with 
them.  1  am  not  an  attorney  for  the  gentleman 
making  the  offer,  but  I  have  no  more  doubt  that 
if  we  are  allowed  to  make  a  lease  lor  a  minimum 
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rent  of  $16,000,  that  we  shall  have  that  sum,  and 
probably  a  higher  sum  may  be  offered  to  the 
committee.  The  committee  hare  not  asked  any- 
body to  make  tenders.  The  offer  of  the  Maver- 
ick Bank  is  nothing  but  talk,  nothing  that 
will  biud  them.  If  the  committee  are 
prepared  to  lease  the  building,  they 
can  get  Dids  at  once.  So  much 
discussion  has  taken  place  on  the  matter  that 
persons  who  never  thought  of  going  into  the 
building  at  all  are  now  ready  to  go.  I  will  in- 
form the  gentleman  from  "Ward  21  personally,  if 
he  wishes  to  know,  but  seeing  the  unfair  position 
in  which  the  Maverick  Bank  was  put,  as  the  Al- 
derman from  the  Dorchester  District  said,  there 
was  no  intention  to  state  the  party;  but  the  ques- 
tion was  put  in  such  a  way  that  he  did  not  feel  at 
liberty  not  to  answer  ir.  If  any  gentleman  chooses 
to  ask  me  to  give  him  the  grounds  of  my  assur- 
ance that  there  is  no  reasonable  doubt  that  such 
an  offer  will  be  made  the  day  following  the  day  the 
committee  authorized  to  make  a  lease,  I  will  do  so. 
1  have  put  in  sixteen  thousand  dollars  asxhe  mini- 
mum amount,  and  I  do  not  think  it  is  right  for 
gentlemen  to  ask  me  to  name  the  party  in  public. 
1  am  willing  to  state  to  any  member  of  the  Council 
privately  the  reasons  upon  which  I  rely.  It  any- 
thing of  that  kind  prevents  the  gentleman  from 
voting  in  favor  of  the  proposition,  I  hope  he  will 
do  me  the  favor  to  come  to  me  in  the  next  few 
minutes  so  that  I  may  relieve  his  doubt  on  that 
question.  If  the  repairs  which  any  tenant  may 
be  authorized  to  make  are  to  be  for  the  restora- 
tion of  the  exterior  of  the  building,  the  city  can 
afford  to  make  them  and  can  do  it  better  than  he 
can.  If  they  are  not  willing  to  rent  the  building 
after  the  exterior  is  repaired,  it  is  but  fair  to 
assume  that  they  wish  to  get  the  lease  in  advance 
and  repair  it  as  they  choose,  and  you  may  depend 
upon  it  there  is  a  trick  and  a  snare  in  it.  If  a 
man  is  not  willing  to  rent  the  building  after  its 
restoration  according  to  these  pictures,  it  means 
that  he  is  trying  to  get  the  lease  and  will  not  re- 
store it.  In  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
7,  I  will  say  that  the  Maverick  Bank  did 
not  know  what  amount  was  required.  When  you 
consider  the  trouble  I  have  had  to  get  together 
these  views,  f  do  not  believe  the  Maverick  Bank 
or  any  other  man  has  taken  the  trouble  I  have  to 
study  up  and  see  vi  ^at  was  required  to  restore 
the  Old  State  House.  They  would  not  know  what 
the  appearance  of  the  Old  State  House  was  in 
1790.  There  is  not  a  man  here,  including  myself, 
who  could  state  it,  if  we  had  not  had  these  views. 
I  will  tell  vou  another  thing  which  confirms  my 
f heory.  They  intended  to  destroy  the  interior, 
take  away  tue  gallery  and  do  away  with  the 
entries,  or  something  of  that  kind.  I  was  assured 
by  a  member  of  the  Council  tonight  that  the  bank 
say  they  want   the   building,  for  it  was  just  the 

Slace  for  their  business,  with  four  entrances, 
ow,  sir,  the  first  step  towards  restoration  is 
necessarily  the  closing  up  of  one  of  the  entrances 
to  the  building,  that  on  Washington  street.  The 
conclusion  is  irresistible,  that  they  do  not 
intend  to  restore  the  building.  But  I  take  a 
more  charitable  view  of  it  ana  believe  they  do 
not  know  what  is  required.  I  do  not  believe  one 
of  the  directors  ever  saw  pictures  of  the  appear- 
ance of  the  Old  State  House  at  different  times. 
They  wanted  the  building  because  they  would 
have  four  entrances,  one  at  each  end  and  one  on 
each  side,  and  I  believe  it  was  a  random  idea  of 
the  directors  that  it  would  be  cheap  ior  them  at 
$20,000  a  year.  To  be  located  in  that  building 
would  be  an  advertisement  for  any  business.  I 
think  it  extremely  probable  that  any  gentleman 
who  offers  to  lease  it  for  $20,000  now,  will  not  care 
to  give  more  than  $18,000  after  its  restoration. 
When  we  took  off  the  portico  five  years  ago  we 
lost  $5000  in  rent,  because  the  size  of  the  building 
had  been  reduced.  I  am  confident  that  the  com- 
mittee will  not  have  to  come  back  here  and  say 
that  they  cannot  make  a  lease  at  $16,000.  On  one 
occasicn  I  had  the  honor  to  make  a  compromise 
between  the  Council  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
I  hope  this  will  be  the  same.  I  hope  that  while 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  say  they  have  saved 
$16,000  income  to  the  city,  the  Council  will  be 
able  to  say  that  they  have  saved  to  the  citizens  of 
Boston  the  exterior  of  the  Old  South  and  espe- 
pecially  all  those  parts  which  antiquarians  desire 
to  preserve. 

Mr.  Gove— It  seems  to  me  while  sitting  here 
that  this  subject  is  changing  again.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  says  the  Maverick  Bank  had 
not  seen  any  of  these  pictures  or  knew  anything 
that  they  were  talking  about  when  they  offered  to 


lease  this  building  for  twenty  years  at  $20,000;  in 
other  words  that  they  had  gone  at  an  expendi- 
ture of  $600,000  by  guess  work.  I  don't  believe 
that  statement.  I  don't  believe  that  if 
we  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the  commit- 
tee with  instructions  to  restore  it  we  shall  find 
anybody  on  the  face  of  the  earth  who  will 
hire  it  for  business  purposes.  It  looks  so  much 
like  sacrilege  that  they  would  hesitate  to  take  it. 
Then  I  say  it  is  impossible  to  put  the  Old  State 
House  substantially  in  the  same  condition  as  it 
was  in  1791,  as  represented  by  this  picture.  Out- 
side of  the  material  it  cannot  be  made  the  same, 
on  account  of  the  extension  of  Devonshire  street- 
Do  you  suppose  that  if  you  let  it  to  a  person  to 
be  rented  at  $16,000  a  year  for  the  two  lower 
floors,  that  they  are  going  to  pay  that  rent  for  it 
after  it  is  put  in  the  same  condition  it  was  in 
1791?  I  hope  the  substitute  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  will  not  prevail. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Gov*  to  recommit  was  lost— 
17  for,  30  against.    .     . 

The  Council  non-concurred  with  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  receded  from  its  former  action,  and 
adopted  the  substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Whitmore. 

The  severa  j  orders  offered  by  Mr.  Whitmore 
were  declared  ordered  to  a  second  reading.  Mr. 
Gove  doubted  the  vote,  and  on  his  motion  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The  several  orders 
were  ordered  to  a  second  reading— 41  for,  19 
against : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barry,  Beal,  Boyle,  Brimbecom, 
Brown,  Child,  C.  B.  Clapp,  Gonlin,  Conneli,  Cos- 
tello,  Daly,  Dana,  Devlin,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery, 
Fisk,  Freeman,  Harding,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley, 
Huntress,  Lovell,  Mathews,  McCormick,  Mc- 
Kamara,  Means,  N.  M,  Morrison,  Mullett,  Park- 
man,  Pratt,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Teevan,  Viles, 
Wakefield,  Walsh,  Wharton,  Whitmore,  Wil- 
liams— 41  ■ 

Nays  —  Messrs.  Bartlett,  Bigelow,  Bowker,  H. 
Clapp,  Farwell,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Gove,  Lanten, 
J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  Murphy, 
Pope,  Pray,  Rosnosky,  Smith,  Swac,  Welch, 
Wheeler— 19. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Messrs.  Cotton,  Cronin, 
Denney,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Ford,  Green- 
ough,  Maguire,  P.  Morrison,  Powers — 10.i 

Mr.  Whi  cmore  moved  to  suspend  the  rule.  Mr. 
Gove  objected;  but  the  Council  suspended  the 
rule— 40  for,  18  against. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question. 

The  three  orders  were  acted  upon  severally 
and  were  passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  recon- 
sideration in  each  case,  hoping  it  would  not  pre- 
vail.   Lost. 

Sent  up. 

Later  in  the  session,  Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward 
16  presented  the  following: 

To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  and  the  Common  Council  of  the  City 
of  Boston— The  undersigned  respectfully  asks  to 
amend  his  offer  for  leasing  the  Old  State  House, 
presented  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  June  20, 
so  that  the  building  which  he  offers  therein  for 
the  use  of  the  city  shall  be  entirely  new,  con- 
structed for  the  purpose,  and  furnished  with 
elevators  and  all  conveniences. 

He  will  also  have  a  life-size  portrait  of  Alder- 
man O'Brien,  tor  his  noble  defence  of  the  Old 
State  House,  erected  in  a  suitable  place  in  the 
new  building. 

Alfred  A.  Marcus, 
127  Dartmouth  street. 

Boston.  June  23.    Sivan  26,  5641 . 

Mr.  Rosnosky  moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings.  Lost,  and  the  communica- 
tion was  placed  on  file. 

FERRY  EMPLOYES. 

Mr.  Dudley  of  Ward  4  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment for  8.30  P.  M.,  viz.: 

Motion  to  substitute  the  minority  report  in 
favor  of  paying  employes  of  the  ferries  at  the 
rates  paid  prior  to  the  reduction  in  1877,  for  the 
majority  report  against  such  payment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dudley  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  eight  o'clock. 

TIME     OF     PAYING     LABORERS. 

Mr.  Folan  of  Ward  13  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment for  eight  o'clock  P.  M.,  viz.: 

Ordered,  To  pay  laborers  at  intervals  not  ex- 
ceeding fourteen  days. 

Mr.  Folan  called  attention  to  and  read  chapter 
128  of  the  acts  of  1879,  requiring  cities  to  pay 
laborers  at  intervals  not  exceeding  fourteen  days, 
and  said— At  the  commencement  of  the  present 
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year  numerous  hearings  were  given  at  the  State 
House  on  this  subject.  Employers  both  in  and 
out  of  the  city  appeared  there  and  advocated 
such  a  measure  as  this  order  contemplates.  The 
Council  having  knowledge  of  the  tacts,  I  have 
no  doubt  they  will  not  object  to  pass- 
ing the  order.  At  present  we  ask  men 
who  receive  a  dollar  and  a  halt  a 
day  to  wait  as  long  for  their  money  as  we  do  men 
who  are  paid  a  thousand  dollars  a  year  and  more, 
which  of  course  is  very  wrone  in  itself.  Parties 
who  receive  the  lower  rates  of  wages  have  to  as- 
sign them  during  the  month  to  procure  supplies 
for  their  family.  I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  Council,  but  it  is  such  a  simple  re- 
quest that  I  think  no  objection  will  be  offered  to 
its  passage. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman that  the  payments  should  be  made  at 
least  ODce  in  two  weeks.  I  have  had  some  expe- 
rience as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Stouy 
Brook,  who  have  talked  over  the  matter,  and  I 
am  very  glad  the  order  has  been  put  in.  I  think 
it  could  be  Improved  by  amending  it  so  that  pay- 
ments ihould  be  made  on  days  other  than  Satur- 
days. And  1  would  move  such  an  amendment; 
perhaps  the  gentleman  will  accept  it  ? 

Mr.  Folan— If  the  gentleman  wishes  to  make 
that  amendment,  I  shall  certainly  accept  it. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  hope  this  order  will 
prevail.      This  question  came  up  a  year  ago  and 

Eassed  through  the  House  after  an  extensive 
earing.  It  is  understood  that  the  laboring  men 
have  to  wait  lor  their  pay  a  long  time.  A.  man 
going  into  the  employ  ot  any  department  today 
cannot  get  his  money  until  the  1st  of  July.  He 
has  to  pay  more  for  his  provisions  and  cannot  go 
to  market  and  buy  his  goods  at  the  lowest  figures 
for  cash.  He  has  to  go  into  a  store  and  buy  his 
provisions  at  a  higher  rate,  on  credit.  The  heads 
of  departments  never  would  make  this  change, 
and  the  men  would  not  petition  tor  it,  because 
they  were  afraid  to.  If  the  City  Government 
passes  the  order,  the  heads  of  departments  will 
make  the  change  without  objection'.  I  think  the 
order  is  a  good  one. 

The  order  was  amended  by  adding  the  words 
"and  on  some  other  day  than  Saturday,"  and  as 
amended  was  passed. 

Mr.  Folan  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Sent  up. 

AUDITOR  OF  ACCOUNTS. 

A  report  came  down,  nominating,  with  certih- 
cate  ot  election  ol  James  H.  Dodge  as  Auditor  of 
Accounts.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Bigelow  inoved  to  suspend  tbe  rule.  Car- 
ried. 

Mr.  Bigelow  moved  to  proceed  to  an  election 
for  Auditor  of  Accounts. 

Mr.  Parkman— Before  proceeding  to  ballot,  I 
see  tbe  names  of  several  gentlemen  as  candidates 
who  have  ballots  printed  for  them  here.  When 
the  election  took  place  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
the  other  day,  Alderman  Curtis  inquired  wheth- 
er Mr.  Harris  was  a  candidate  for  the 
office.  The  reply  was  made  by  Mr.  blade  that  he 
had  a  conversation  w  ti  him,  and  understood  him 
to  say  that  be  did  not  want  to  be  considered  as 
a  candidate.  Mr.  Curtis  said  he  understood  the 
same  way.  I  would  like  to  know  if  any  gentle- 
man here  is  authorized  to  say  whether  Mr.  Harris 
is  a  candidate  or  not.    I  see  the  ballots  here. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8—1  have  not  bad  any 
direct  conversation  with  Mr.  Harris  myself,  but  I 
would  state  from  gortrt  authority  that  if  he  is 
elected  be  will  accept  tbe  position.  That  is  what 
I  heard  stated  today. 

An  election  was  ordered. 

Committee— Messrs.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25,  Fitz- 
patrick ot  Ward  8,  Swan  of  Ward  24. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 69 

Necessary  for  a  choice 30 

■I.  H.  Dodge 34 

W.H.Lee...  14 

Cbarlee  Harris 0 

Edward  Prescott 1 

Tliomas  Hills 1 

Mr.  Dodge  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Report  and  order  to  convey  to  the  Boston,  Win- 
throp  &  Point  Shirley  Railroad  Company  tbe 
right  to  construct  and  maintain  said  railroad  on 
certain  land  of  the  city,  on  tbe  condition  in  said 
order  set  forth.  Order  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 


COMMITTEE  VACANCY  FILLED. 

The  President  announced  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Huntress  of  Ward  11  on  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  in  place  of  Mr.  Hagar  of  Ward  10,  re- 
signed.   Notice  sent  up. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  presented  a  cetition 
of  John  J.  Flynn  and  other  employe's  of  Mt.  Hope 
Cemetery  that  their  wages  may  be  increased  and 
restored  to  what  other  like  employes  ot  the  city 
are  receiving.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mt. 
Hope  Cemetery. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  presented  a  petition  of 
Frederic  R.  Cutter  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  on  Cambridge  street,  raar  of  and  near 
Boston  &  Maine  Railroad,  Ward  4.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings. 

EXTENSION    OF    HARRISON    AVENUE. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14  submitted  the  follow- 
ing : 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  to 
whom  was  referred  by  the  Board  of  A  Idermen 
the  resolve  and  order  of  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  for  extending  Harrison  avenue  ' 
from  Essex  street  to  Bedford  street,  at  an  esti- 
mated expense  of  $182,790,  having  considered  the 
subject,  respectfully  report  that  in  the  opinion  of 
tbe  committee  tbe  resolve  and  order  ought  to 
pass. 

Tbe  report  was  accepted,  and  said  resolve  and 
order  were  paB«ed.  Mr.  Lauten  moved  a  recon- 
sideration, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.  Lost. 
Sent  up. 

DEEDS. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  ordinance  to  amend  an 
ordinance  in  relation  to  deeds,  having  considered 
the  subject,  respectfully  report  by  recommending, 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  ordinance,  it 
being  a  new  draft  of  tbe  ordinance  which  was  re- 
ferred to  tbe  committee. 

For  the  Committee, 

William  F.  Wharton. 
An  Ordinance 
To   Amend   an  Ordinance  in  Relation  to  Deeds. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  to  authorize  the 
Mayor  to  give  acknowledgments  of  performance 
of  considerations  contained  in  city  deeds,  passed 
July  31, 1878,  and  printed  on  page  42  of  tbe  sup- 
plement to  the  edition  of  statutes  and  ordinances 
for  1876,  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  the 
words  "Joint  Standing  Committee  of  the  City 
Council  on  Public  Lands,"  and  inserting  in  place 
thereof  the  words  "Board  of  Street  Commis- 
sioners." 

Tbe  ordinance  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wharton  moved  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11  hoped  the  role  would 
not  be  suspended  unless  there  was  special  reason 
for  haste. 

Mr.  Wharton  said  there  was  no  hurry,  and  with- 
drew the  motion. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10  said  this  matter  had 
been  fully  considered  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  who  recommended  the  transfer  of  this 
duty  to  the  Street  Commissioners.  He  renewed 
the  motion  to  suspend  tbe  rule. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18  said  he  understood  there 
.  was  some  question  about  tbe  legality  of  the  ordi- 
nance, and  hoped  the  rule  would  not  be  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Freeman  withdrew  the  motion  and  the 
ordinance  went  over. 

SALE  OF  TEMPORARY  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances, 
who  were  requested  to  prepare  an  amendment  to 
the  ordinance  relative  to  public  buildings,  pro- 
viuinglorthe  disposal  of  such  temporary  build- 
ings as  may  hereafter  be  erected  by  the  city, 
having  considered  the  subject,  beg  leave  to  re- 
port by  recommending  the  passage  of  the  accom- 
panying ordinance. 

For  the  Committee, 

W.  H.  Whitmore. 
An  Ordinance 
To   Amend    an  Ordinance   in   regard  to  Public 

Buildings. 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Section  17,  printed  on  page  135  of 
tbe  Statutes  and  Ordinances  of  A.  D.  1876,  is 
hereby  amended  by  adding  the  following  words: 
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"Provided,  however,  that  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  may  dispose,  by  public  or 
private  sale,  of  any  temporary  buildings  or  the 
materials  thereof,  whenever  the  same  shall  no 
longer  be  needed  for  public  purposes." 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

MOTION  TO  CLOSE  DEBATE. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  submitted  the  follow- 
ing (City  Doc.  88): 

The  Committee  on  Rules  and  Orders  of  the 
Common  Council,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
question  of  amending  rule  46,  having  considered 
the  same,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows: 

Although  a  motion  to  close  debate  at  a  fixed 
time  has  been  heretofore  made  and  allowed  in 
this  Council,  your  committee  is  of  the  opinion 
that  a  strict  construction  of  rule  46  would  pre- 
clude its  admission.  The  rules  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  this  State,  on  which  our 
rules  are  mainly  founded,  contain  a  specific  rule 
"to  close  the  debate  at  a  specified  time,"  wbich 
motion  stands  next  to  that  for  "the  previous 
question." 

By  parliamentary  law,  and  especially  by  our 
.rule  57,  if  the  previous  question  be  ordered,  not 
only  debate  ceases,  but  all  pending  subsidiary 
motions,  except  amendments  then  existing,  are 
rejected.  The  resort  to  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question  is  often  embarrassing  to 
members  who  wish  to  assign,  commit  or  recom- 
mit the  main  question,  and  who  believe  that  a 
prolonged  debate  is  wearisome,  unprofitable  and 
perhaps  intentionally  diffuse.  A  specific  motion  to 
close  debate  will  often  meet  the  wish  of  the  ma- 
jority to  come  to  a  vote  not  only  on  the  main 
question  but  on  the  subsidiary  ones.  As  such  a 
motion  is  parliamentary  and  useful,  your  commit- 
tee recommend  its  adoption  by  the  Common 
Council.  It  seems  also  desirable  that  the  motion 
should  be  settled  promptly  when  made,  and 
therefore  be  included  with  the  motion  for  the 
previous  question  in  rule  50. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order 
marked  A. 

The  last  clause  of  rule  46  seems  to  be  unneces- 
sary, as  the  motion  referred  to  therein  has  prob- 
ably never  been  made  in  the  Council;  your  com- 
mittee recommend  that  it  be  repealed.  To  af- 
ford members  all  possible  information  on  the  sub- 
ject of  motions,  and  of  the  time  to  make  them, 
your  committee  recommend  the  addition  to  rule 
46  of  the  following  words,  based  upon  Cush- 
ing  (Law  and  Practice  of  Legislative  Assemblies), 
Sect.  1525:  '-When  one  of  these  motions  has  been 
made,  none  of  the  others  inferior  to  it  in  prece- 
dence can  be  made;  and  in  proceeding  to  vote, 
motions  pending  must  be  put  in  the  order  of  their 
rank  as  above  assigned."  Should  this  suggestion 
be  adopted,  the  amended  rule  will  stand  as  shown 
in  arjpendix  B. 

Your  committee  recommend  that  rule  50  be 
amended  by  inserting  after  the  words  "on  a  mo- 
tion" the  words  "to  close  debate  at  a  specified 
time,"  and  also  to  add  this  latter  phrase  at  the 
end  of  rule  64,  all  as  set  forth  in  appendices  A 
and  B. 

Your  committee,  although  not  specially  in- 
structed to  consider  the  matter,  are  of  the  opinion 
that  rule  63  needs  amendment.  The  day  follow- 
ing some  meeting  of  the  Council  may  be  Sunday 
or  a  legal  holiday;  this  year  it  has  happened  that 
on  the  day  following  a  regular  meeting  the  office 
of  the  clerk  of  the  Common  Council  was  closed 
by  vote  of  the  City  Council.  It  seems  well  to  pro- 
vide for  such  cases  by  adding  to  said  rule  63  the 
following  clause:  "the  twenty-four  hours  in 
which  notice  as  above  may  be  given  shall  be 
reckoned  irrespective  of  those  days  during  which 
the  clerk's  office  is  not  required  to  be  kept  open." 
Respectfully  submitted, 

William  H.  Whitmore, 
©harles  E.  Pratt, 

of  said  Committee. 
Appendix  A. 
Ordered,  That  the  words  "to  close  debate  at  a 
specified  time"  be  inserted  in  Rules  46  and  64  im- 
mediately after  the  words  "for  the  previous  ques- 
tion," and  in   Rule  50  after   the  words  "on  a  mo- 
tion," and  that  in  Rule  64,  as  amended,  the  word 
"or"  be  transferred  to  the  last  line  but  one. 
Appendix  B. 
Rule  46.    When  a  question  is  under  debate,  the 
President  shall  receive  no  motion  but— 
To  adjourn, 
To  lay  on  the  table, 
For  the  previous  question, 


To  close  debate  at  a  specified  time, 

To  specially  assign  to  a  time  certain, 

To  commit, 

To  amend, 

To  recommit, 

To  refer  to  another  board, 
or 

To  postpone  indefinitely. 

These  several  motions  shall  have  precedence  in 
the  order  in  which  they  stand  arranged.  They 
shall  not  be  applied  to  each  other,  except  that 
the  motion  to  assign,  commit,  amend,  recommit 
or  refer  may  be  amended;  the  previous  question 
may  be  demanded  upon  an  amendment,  which 
motion  shall  be  decided  without  debate;  and  the 
motion  to  close  debate  may  be  applied  to  any  de- 
batable question  pending  at  the  time  it  is  moved, 
except  those  named  in  Rule  50.  When  one  of 
these  motions  has  been  made,  none  of  the  otbers 
inferior  to  it  in  precedence,  can  be  made;  and  in 
proceeding  to  vote,  motions  pending  must  be  put 
in  the  order  of  their  rank,  as  above  assigned. 

Rule  50.  Debate  on  a  call  for  the  previous 
question,  or  on  a  motion  to  close  debate  at  a  speci- 
fied time,  to  lay  on  the  table,  or  take  from  the 
table,  shall  not  exceed  ten  minutes,  and  no  mem- 
ber shall  speak  more  than  three  minutes.  In  such 
debate,  however,  the  merits  of  the  main  question 
shall  not  be  discussed. 

Rule  64.  When  a  motion  for  reconsideration 
has  been  decided,  the  decision  shall  not  be  recon- 
sidered, and  no  question  shall  be  twice  reconsid- 
ered; nor  shall  any  reconsideration  be  had  upon 
either  of  the  following  motions : 

To  adjourn, 

To  lay  on  the  table, 

To  take  from  the  table, 

For  the  previous  question, 
or 

To  close  debate  at  a  specified  time. 

The  report  was  accepted.  Further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  to  the  next  meeting,  at 
eight  o'clock  P.  M. 

FOUBTH    OF  JULY. 

Mr.  Connell  of  Ward  20  offered  an  order— That 
ail  employes  of  the  city  whose  services  are  not  in- 
dispensable be  allowed  a  holiday  on  the  Fourth, 
of  July,  without  loss  of  pay.  Passed.  Mr.  Con- 
nell moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

RECORD    COMMISSIONERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11,  the 
Council  proceeded  to  e.'ect  two  Record  Commis- 
sioners for  one  year. 

Mr.  Wharton  nominated  the  present  incum- 
bents, viz.,  Messrs.  W.  H.  Whitmore  and  William 
9.  Appleton. 

Committee,  Messrs.  Wharton  of  Ward  11,  Brimbe- 
com  of  Ward  18,  Walsh  of  Ward  3. 

Whole  number  of  ballots . 45 

Necessary  for  a  choice 23 

W.  K.  Whitmore ; 43 

W.  S.  Appleton 41 

Isaac  Rosnosky 1 

Charles  E.  Pratt 2 

Messrs.  Whitmore  and  Appleton  were  elected 
on  the  part  of  the  Council.    Sent  up. 

ELEVATORS. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  offered  an  order- 
That  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  be  directed  to  re- 
port to  the  City  Couucil  whether  the  laws  in  rela- 
tion to  elevators  in  buildings  are  rigidly  enforced, 
and  that  if  any  additional  legislation  -,s  needed  to 
prevent  accidents  from  the  use  of  such  elevators. 
Passed.    Sent  up. 

REPORTS  CALLED   FOR. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order 
That  all  the  joint  committees  of  the  City  Council 
be  directed  to  report  progress  on  all  matters  which 
are  now  before  tuem,  within  two  weeks  from  this 
date.  Passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsid- 
eration, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.  Lost.  iSent 
up. 

CALL  COMPANIES  OF  THE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Swan  of  Ward  24  offered  an  order— That  the 
Fire  Commissioners  be  requested  to  fill  the  va- 
cancies now  existing  ia  the  call  companies 
throughout  the  city.  Referred  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Fire  Department,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Hart. 

NUISANCE  AT  FEDERAL-STREET  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  Folan  of  Ward  13  offered  an  order— That 
the  Board  of  Health  be  requested  to  abate  a  nui- 
sance existing  on  the  easterly  side  of  Federal- 
street  Bridge.  Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Health. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hart. 
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BOARU       OF       ALDERMEN, 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

JUNE    27,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alder- 
man O'BrieD,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENT. 

Public  Weigher— H.  D.  Page.    Confirmed. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

For  the  Superior  Criminal  Court,  July  term— 
Thirty-six  traverse. 

PETITIONS    REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  James  Hammond 
et  at.,  that  sewer  in  Leverett  street  be  lowered 
from  111  to  Minot  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings.  Robert  Bishop,  for  permission 
to  erect  a  wooden  warehouse  on  Seventh  and  Tu- 
dor streets. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water.  H.  D.  Cogs- 
well, for  leave  to  present  to  the  city  public  drink- 
ing fountains  for  the  highways. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims.  Andrew 
Spence,  to  be  paid  damages  for  personal  injuries, 
occasioned  by  his  horse  being  frightened  at  a 
steam  roller  owned  and  used  by  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton on  Boston  street,  May  11,  1881. 

Martha  M.  Daly,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
received  on  account  or  the  insecure  condition  of 
Berkeley  street,  Jan.  18,  1881. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables,  as 
follows:  Michael  Donnevan,  old  wooden,  4  horses, 
on  Middle  street,  next  to  No.  75,Ward  15;  Patrick 
Crowley,  new  wooden,  1  cow  and  1  horse,  on  Ap- 
ford  street,  opposite  Oarnes  street.  Ward  4;  H.  C. 
Haven,  new  brick,  4  horses,  corner  Common- 
wealth avenue  and  Exeter  street,  Ward  11. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses.  S.  A.  B. 
Bragg  et  al ,  in  favor  of  granting  a  license  to 
John  H.  Cunningham  to  run  a  coach  on  Sundays 
between  Calvary  Cemetery  and  the  Forest  Hills 
horse  cars,  via  Hyde  Park  avenue  and  Mt.  Hope 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges.  American  Beli 
Telephone  Company,  for  leave  to  erect  cable 
houses  on  the  several  bridges  crossed  by  their 
wires. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Heirs  of  Har- 
riet G.  Bassett,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  to 
their  estate  on  Washington  street,  Ward  24. 

George  E.  Hall,  for  grade  damages  to  estate  on 
Washington  street,  Ward  24. 

D.  J.  Cutter,  for  cross  walks  on  Commercial  and 
Preston  streets,  Ward  24. 

Michael  Rogan,  for  a  landing  at  the  foot  of  Mt. 
Vernon  street  for  passengers  for  the  tugboat 
Joseph  M.  Burk. 

Samuel  B.  Pierce  et  al.,  for  crosswalks  at  the 
intersection  of  Columbia  and  Gleudale  streets. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates 
of  Philippine  Schmidt,  on  H  street;  John  Bain- 
ard,  685  and  687  Parker  street;  Charles  Brown,  25 
Clarence  street. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  of 
Rebecca  Eddy,  on  Parkman  street;  Darius  Eddy, 
on  Parkman  street;  Lewis  Eddy,  on  Parkman 
street;  W.  R.  Clark,  on  Mt.  Everett  street;  George 
W.  ColemaD,  on  Mt.  Everett  street. 

W.  L.  Sturtevant  aod  others,  that  Falcon  street 
be  graded,  etc. 

Edwin  R.  Webster  et  al,  that  a  portion  of  Sara- 
toga street  be  watered. 

D.  W.  Parmenter  and  others,  for  edgestones  and 
sidewalks  in  Condor  street,  East  Boston. 

George  L.  Randidge  et  al.,  that  Lenox  street, 
from  Tremont  street  to  Shawmut  avenue,  be  re- 
paved, 

Louis  McDonald,  to  move  a  wooden  building 
from  78  Chatham  street  to  123  Paris  street, 
Ward  2. 

HEARINGS  ON  SEWERS. 

A  hearing  was  had,  in  accordance  with  orders 
of  notice  returnable  this  day,  on  th<;  expediency 
of  constructing  sewers  as  follows; 

In  Enfield  and  Hazel  streets,  West  Roxbury. 

A  remonstrance  was  received  from  E.  Wilson 
and  others  against  a  sewer  in  Hazel  street. 

S.  L.  Powers  appeared  for  the  remonstrants  and 
said  a  sewer  had  been  put  in  a  part  of  Enfield 


street  the  past  year  at  a  great  expense,  and  a  pe- 
tition had  been  put  in  for  one  in  Rockview  street. 
The  remaining  ninety  feet  in  Enfield  street  con- 
sists of  a  ledge,  and  a  sewer  will  be  very  expen- 
sive. The  only  petitioner  resides  at  the  corner  of 
Rockview  and  Hazel  streets,  and  will  be  accom- 
modated by  the  Rockview-street  sewer.  The  re- 
monstrants on  Hazel  street,  except  this  one  peti- 
titioner,  are  well  provided  with  drainage,  and 
object. 

No  other  objections.  Recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers. 

HEARING  OF  PETITION  FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  hearing  was  had,  in  accordance  with  order 
of  notice  returnable  this  day,  on  the  following 
petition  for  leave  to  locate  anu  use  steam  engine: 

Robert  Duffy,  at  corner  of  Pynchon  and  New 
Heath  streets. 

No  objections.  Recommitted  to  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Notice  of  the  appointment  of  George  L.  Hun- 
tress as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
in  place  of  Eugene  B.  Hagar,  resigned.  Placed  on 
file. 

Election  of  William  H.  Whitmore  and  William 
S.  Appleton  as  Record  Commissioners  for  one 
year. 

The  Board  proceeded  to  ballot.  Committee- 
Aldermen  Breck  and  Slade. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

William  H.  Whitnure  had 12 

William  S.  Appleton 12 

Messrs.  Whitmore  and  Appleton  were  elected 
in  concurrence. 

Report  "inexpedient"  to  open  or  extend  Sew- 
all  place  into  Spring  lane.  Accepted  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  for  all  joint  committees  to  report  prog- 
ress within  two  weeks  on  subjects  in  their  hands. 

Alderman  slade— I  wish  somebody  could  give 
us  some  little  information  on  that,  why  it  is  nec- 
essary for  committees  to  report  within  two  weeks. 
Some  committees  cannot.  I  believe. 

The  Chairman— Ef  the  Chair  may  be  allowed  to 
make  a  remark,  I  presume  the  order  was  put  in 
on  account  of  the  summer  vacation  being  near 
at  hand. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Inspector  of  Buildings  to  report  if 
the  laws  in  relation  to  the  use  of  elevators  are 
fully  observed.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  allow  all  employes  of  the  city  whose 
services  are  not  indispensable  a  holiday  on  July 
4,  without  loss  of  pay.  Passed  in  concurrence— 6 
for,  5  against. 

Order  that  all  laborers  employed  by  the  city,  at 
a  rate  not  exceeding  $2  per  day,  be  paid  at  inter- 
vals of  fourteen  days,  on  any  day  except  Satur- 
day. Referred  to  Committee  on  Treasury  De- 
partment, on  motion  of  Alderman  Hersey. 

Report  in  lavor  of,  and  passage  of,  resolve  and 
order  to  extend  Harrison  avenue  to  Bedford 
street,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $182,790.  (City 
Doc.  74.)  Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Curtis. 

THE  OLD  STATE  HOUSE. 

The  order  for  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings to  lease  the  Old  State  House  on  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  they  deem  best  came  up, 
amended  by  the  passage  of  the  following  orders: 

a.  For  a  lease  of  the  first  floor  and  basement  of 
the  Old  State  House  for  twenty  years,  at  a  mini- 
mum cost  of  $16,000  per  annum. 

b.  For  the  restoration  of  the  upper  stories  and 
the  outer  walls  by  the  city  to  their  former  appear- 
ance, at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $35,000. 

c.  For  the  preservation  of  the  rooms  on  the 
second  floor,  when  renovated  and  restored,  as 
memorial  halls  to  be  always  open  to  the  public. 

Alderman  Frost— I  would  like  to  know  what 
guarantee  we  have  that  these  rooms  can  be  let 
for  the  amount  named. 

Alderman  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien—  There  is  a  gentleman  pres- 
ent this  afternoon  who  stated  to  me  *iuce  he 
came  here  that  he  was  ready  to  pay  $16,000  a  year 
for  the  basement  and  first  story  of  the  Old  State 
House. 

Alderman  Whitten— Does  he  make  his  own  re- 
pairs, or  are  they  to  be  made  at  the  city's  ex- 
pense? 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  cannot  say  as  to  there- 
pairs.    I   do  not  know  that  it  would  be  out  of 


JUNE       27,      1881. 


423 


place  to  bear  the  gentleman,  if  he  desires  to 
make  a  statement  to  the  Board. 

Alderman  Whltten— A  week  ago,  when  I  made 
some  remarks  on  this  matter,  I  bad  a  bona-ttde 
offer  for  that  building  from  the  Maverick  Bank. 
They  were  first-class  parties  and  the  city  would  of 
course  have  had  first-class  tenants  in  the  build- 
ing, if  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  bad 
rented  it  to  them.  The  day  after  the  passage  of 
the  order  by  the  Common  Council  on  last  Thurs- 
day eveniug,  1  called  in  and  saw  Mr.  Potter,  who 
said  that  under  that  arrangement  he  could  not 
have  any  use  for  tbe  building.  Since  then  1  have 
been  informed  that,  fearing  he  could  not  get  the 
Old  State  House,  he  has  been  obliged  to  withdraw 
bis  offer  and  take  a  renewal  of  the  lease  of  their 
present  quarters.  If  there  is  a  bona-tide  offer  for 
those  rooms,  and  the  subject  is  returned  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  wicb  authority  to 
rent  it,  I  have  nothing  more  to  say. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  understand  that  the  gen- 
tleman who  offered  $16,000  for  the  basement  and 
story  above  will  make  his  own  repair.".  I  also 
understand  that  other  proposals  for  the  premises 
have  been  made. 

Alderman  Slade— It  seems  to  me  that,  under 
the  circumstarce3,  this  matter  had  better  be  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Comrrittee  on  Public  Buildings,  so 
that  we  may  have  a  report  irom  them.  This  seems 
to  be  voting  as  to  the  form  of  a  lease,  but  it 
does  not  say  to  whom,  and  I  think  it  is  proper 
that  it  should  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildiugs,  under  all  the  circumstances. 
1  will  make  that  motion,  in  order  that  we  may 
get  a  report  from  them. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  do  not  believe  in  this  com- 
promise. I  believe  that  old  building  is  sacred 
enough  to  be  held  by  the  city  ot  Boston.  How- 
ever, I  stand  but  as  one  in  this  Board.  Now,  if 
you  want  to  let  that  building  and  make  mouey 
out  of  it,  you  have  got  to  act  on  tbe  order  before 
us.  Tbe  Tact  of  our  delay  in  acting  on  the  pre- 
vious orders  has  driven  one  customer  from  the 
field.  Tbe  Maverick  Bank  does  not  now  want 
tbat  building.  The  delay  of  the  Council  in  pass- 
ing the  order  has  torced  the  Maverick  Bank  to 
locate  in  another  place.  Every  delay  of  that  kind 
will  force  tbe  men  who  want  this  building  to  look 
for  quarters  elsewhere.  It  appears  Co  me  that 
the  orders  ought  to  pass,  and  then  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings  cm  take  charge  of  any- 
thing tbe  city  has  to  do  there,  and  attend  to  it 
decently. 

Alderman  Tucker— This  matter  has  turned  very 
differently  from  what  it  was  last  ween,  when  we 
had  a  bona-hde  offer  of  $20,000  for  the  building 
without  any  expense  to  the  city.  Now  it  comes 
to  us  in  an  entirely  different  form.  The  appear- 
ance ot  the  matter  as  It  presents  itself  to  me 
show.*  a  disposition  somewhere  to  saddle  the  city 
with  a  big  expense  of  repairing  that  building, 
either  at  the  top  or  bottom.  The  sentiment  of  the 
matter  has  somehow  become  obliterated.  The 
Old  State  House  has  been  changed  from  what  it 
was.  If  it  is  wanted  to  be  kept  as  a  monument 
or  the  times  past,  when  it  was  occupied  by  the 
olonial  Legislature,  it  should  be  kept  in  the  con- 
dition it  was  then.  You  cannot  put  it  back  to 
where  it  was  then.  You  have  cut  off  a  part  of  the 
building  and  put  a  street  through  there.  It 
seems  to  me  the  best  way  to  treat  this 
matter  is  to  leave  it  with  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings  with  authority  to 
lease  the  Old  State  House.  I  dr  not  believe  in 
spending  $35,000  on  it.  I  have  no  doubt  Mr.  Bow- 
ker,  who  has  made  the  proposition  to  ren"  the 
lower  story,  will  lease  the  whole  building.  There 
are  other  parties  who  have  said  to  me  that  they 
would  like  to  be  heard  if  it  is  to  be  leased,  and 
they  represent  a  large  amount  of  capital  in  Bos- 
ton. I  do  not  think  so  much  of  sentiment  in  this 
matter  as  some  of  my  friends  in  the  Board  do, 
but  I  think  the  best  way  is  to  utilize  the  building 
by  letting  it  for  all  we  can  get.  I  do  not  believe 
In  the  city  letting  a  portion  of  it  for  $16,000,  and 
tnen  spending  $35,000  to  repair  tbe  rest.  I  hope 
the  matter  will  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings.  I  have  confidence  in  tbe 
gentlemen  on  tbat  committee  that  they  will  han- 
dle this  thing  justly  and  without  incurring  a  large 
expense  to  tbe  city  of  Boston. 

Alderman  O'Brien— In  answer  to  the  gentleman 
last  up,  all  I  have  to  say  is  that  if  you  refer  it 
back  to  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  with- 
out authority  to  lease,  it  is  delaying  this  matter 
still  further.  They  want  you  to  give  them  some 
authority  to  lease,  and  the  orders  before  us  give 
them  tbat  authority. 


Alderman  Slade— It  seems  to  me  tbe  trouble 
will  come  in  this  way:  Here  is  an  order  to  lease 
the  floor  and  basement  for  twenty  years,  at  $16,000 
a  year.  The  person  who  hires  the  first  floor  and 
basement  will  do  any  repairs  which  may  be  neces- 
sary there.  The  appropriation  is  for  the  restora- 
tion of  the  upper  stories  and  outer  walls.  We  are 
simply  commencing  at  the  top  and  doing  a  por- 
tion ot  the  repairing  on  the  buildin*.  We  are 
leaving  the  lower  floors  and  walls  as  they  may  be. 
It  seems  to  me  the  committee  ought  to  know  just 
what  they  are  going  to  do.  It  looks  to  me  as  if 
they  are  splitting  the  thing  in  two. 

Tbe  Chair— The  Chair  would  suggest  tbat  if  the 
Board  adhere  to  the  vote  of  last  Monday,  it  will 
leave  the  committee  with  power  to  lease  tbe 
building. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  do  not  like  to  ask  wheth- 
er tbis  lease  tbat  the  parties  propose  to  take  from 
the  1st  ot  July  is  upon  the  condition  tbat  they 
take  it  then,  or  will  the  city  lose  tbe  rent  while 
the  repairs  are  going  on  ?  It  will  probably  be  six 
months  from  the  time  the  repairs  commence  be- 
fore they  are  finished. 

Alderman  Curtis— We  were  told  one  week  ago 
today  that  they  could  renovate  this  building  on 
the  inside  and  outside  for  $35,000.  Now  they 
come  down  to  us  and  say  they  want  $35,000  to 
renovate  the  two  stories  and  the  outside,  showing 
that  they  contemplate  spending  $60,000  or  $65,000 
in  renovating  the  building.  By  reading  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Common  Council,  we  find  that 
one  gentleman  asked  the  authority  for  the  state- 
ment that  the  building  could  be  rented  so  and  so, 
and  he  received  an  answer  upon  a  positive  basis. 
Then  it  turned  upon  tbe  question  about  the  first 
floor  and  basement,  and  he  was  cordially  invited 
to  give  the  names  of  the  parties.  He  declined  to 
give  the  names,  but  said  that  if  any  one  would 
come  to  him  he  would  tell  him.  is  that  good 
legislation?  Why  could  he  not  have  told  the 
whole  Council  then  ?  Why  could  be  not  have 
called  the  names  out  and  given  it  to  us  squarely  ? 
We  have  not  had  a  square  thing  yet, 
except  that  we  have  had  the  money  appropriat- 
ed, and  that  they  are  determined  to  spend 
it  and  more,  if  they  can  get  it.  Now  sir,  the  order 
passed  by  this  Board  covers  the  whole  thing.  The 
matter  is  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  to  do  the  best  they  can  for  the 
city  of  Boston.  That  is  what  we  are  here  for. 
We  are  not  here  for  the  benettt  of  any  individual; 
we  are  here  for  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Boston. 
We  should  put  this  into  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  to  do  the  best  they 
can  for  the  interest  of  tbe  city  of  Boston,  and  I 
have  confidence  in  that  committee  to  believe  that 
they  will.  I  am  told  there  are  parties  in  tbis 
room  ready  and  anxious  to  take  that  building  to- 
day, and  I  have  perfect  confidence  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Puolic  Buildings  will  lease  that  build- 
ing for  tbe  best  interests  of  the  city.  I  can  see 
no  reason  why  this  Board  should  hot  adhere  to 
their  vote  of  last  week,  and  I  hope  they  will.  I 
move  that  we  adhere  to  the  vote  of  last  week. 

Alderman  O'Brien— By  adhering  to  the  vote  of 
last  week,  I  am  satisfied  that  this  business  will 
not  be  settled  before  the  summer  vacation,  and 
it  will  be  tbe  end  of  the  year  before  anything  is 
fixed  in  relation  to  the  Old  State  House.  In  the 
meantime,  the  men  who  desire  to  lease  it  will  be 
driven  off  one  by  one.  After  rejecting  tbe  order 
sent  to  them,  which  was  passed  here  so  unani- 
mously last  Monday,  you  do  not  suppose  that  the 
Common  Council  will  ever  concur  in  passing  that 
order,  after  these  orders  were  passed  by  such  a 
large  vote?  As  I  said  before,  I  do  not  believe  in 
tbe  compromise  that  originated  in  tbe  Council, 
but  I  do  not  see  how  this  Board  is  going  to  do 
anything  better.  You  send  to  the  Council  the 
order  tbat  we  passed  last  Monday,  and  it  will 
come  back  to  us:  send  it  again,  and  it  will  come 
to  us  again,  and  we  will  keep  discussing  this  mat- 
ter for  the  balance  of  the  year,  and  your  Old 
State  House  will  continue  to  be  there,  with  its 
dilapidated  roof.  If  I  could  get  at  it  convenient- 
ly, 1  would  read  the  description  ot  the  Old  State 
House  which  the  Alderman  who  has  just  spoken 
gave  us  last  Monday,  particularly  its  dilapidated 
appearance  inside— everything  about  it  dilapi- 
dated. It  will  remain  so  all  summer  if  we  do  not 
concur  with  the  Council  in  the  passage  of  the  or- 
ders as  they  came  to  us.  They  were  offered  to  us 
as  a  compromise,  and  look  to  me  as  very  reason- 
able. 

Alderman  Curtis— The  gentleman  who  last  had 
tbe  floor  says  there  is  no  possibility  of  the  Coun- 
cil concurring  with  tbe  Board  of   Aldermen  after 
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passing  it  so  unanimously.  I  think  tbe  Boa^d 
passed  it  eleveu  to  one,  and  they  passed  these  or- 
ders which  have  come  down  to  us  and  there  were 
nineteen  dissenting  votes.  One  of  the  Council- 
men  told  iue  he  voted  wrong  when  he  voted  for 
Mr.  Whitmore's  order,  and  would  vote  the  other 
way  if  it  came  back  to  them.  I  think  that 
other  members  of  the  Council  voted  under 
a  mistake.  Speaking  of  delay,  if  they  had 
passed  the  order  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
last  Thursday  night,  the  delay  would  have 
been  stopped.  Now,  sir,  because  the  Council  did 
not  concur  with  us,  should  we  submit,  eleven  to- 
one,  to  an  order  coming  donn  here  to  spend  $ 35,000 
to  renovate  that  building  ?  I  hope  the  order  will 
be  sent  back  to  them  once  more,  and  let  them  try 
it  again. 

Alderman  Slade— I  do  not  know  but  it  we  non- 
concur with  the  board,  it  will  place  it  back  about 
in  the  same  condition  that  my  motion  will.  I  will 
therefore  withdraw  my  motion. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  am  not  prepared  to  vote 
on  this  question  as  it  comes  from  the  Council.  I 
would  rather  lose  the  rent  of  six  months  or  a 
year  than  spend  thirty-five,  forty  or  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  on  that  building,  which  will  be  prob- 
ably used  up  before  we  get  through  with  it.  This 
is  a  sort  of  a  mixed  affair.  I  think  it  is  a  matter 
which  we  should  not  hurry,  but  shouid  take  time 
to  consider. 

Alderman  Haldeman— Just  about  this  moment 
I  am  chuck  full  of  sentiment,  and  feel  like  tiring; 
it  off.  Every  remark  made  this  afternoon  seems 
to  have  the  ring  of  dollars  and  cents.  It  seems 
to  me  as  if  we  cannot  sell  the  bones  of  our  ances- 
tors and  are  trying  to  rent  them  out  for  as  much 
as  we  can  get.  By  the  morning  newspapers  it  ap- 
pears that  in  New  York  they  are  paying  $25,000 
for  tbe  privilege  of  burying  the  bones  which  were 
stolen  from  a  grave.  Now,  sir,  if  we  can- 
not rrnf.  the  bones  of  our  ancestors  without 
quarrelling  with  the  Council,  I  think  it  is 
about  time  to  look  at  it  from  another  direction  , 
and  try  to  bury  and  get  rid  of  them.  This 
question  is  going  to  arise  every  time  the  subject 
of  leasing  the  Old  State  House  comes  before  the 
City  Government.  The  day  of  the  Old  State 
House  has  passed  fit'tv  years  ago,  and  why  that 
black  pile  of  rubbish  stands  in  the  business  part 
of  the  city  I  cannot  understand. 

Alderman  Curtis— The  old  relic  is  in  sight  of 
State  street,  but  they  are  not  sure  whether  they 
have  got  the  right  bones  or  not. 

Alderman  Haldemann— I  think  from  the  wrangle 
we  have  had  over  the  Old  State  House,  you  will 
find  as  much  smell  as  there  is  in  the  bones.  If 
any  man  in  this  Board  can  go  into  the  Old  State 
House  and  not  smell  a  smell,  he  is  a  different  per- 
son from  what  I  am.  The  veneration  for  the  Old 
State  House  passed  away  many  years  ago.  Talk 
as  we  may,  in  the  advancement  and  improve- 
ment of  the  present  time,  that  building  must  come 
down.  I  believe  that  when  Devonshire  street 
was  widened,  the  abutters  were  taxed  to  nay  for 
that  widening,  and  that  they  were  swindled  by 
allowing  that  Old  State  House  to  remain  project- 
ing into  the  street,  and  across  the  widening  of 
the  street  for  which  they  paid.  If  that  Old  State 
House  could  be  removed  upon  the  reservoir  lot  1 
would  be  willing  to  vote  for  the  expense  of  car- 
rying it  there.  At  present  it  is  almost  as  great  a 
nuisance  as  Scollay's  Building,  which  we  re- 
moved. If  you  insist  upon  sentiment,  here  is  a 
chance  to  exercise  it.  We  have  heard  a  great 
deal  about  the  negro.  In  the  early  days  of  slavery 
Boston  and  New  England  made  their  fortunes 
from  the  negroes.  The  first  blows  for  liberty  of 
the  negro  came  from  New  England:  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion  was  fostered  here,  and  our  means 
and  blood  carried  the  war  to  a  successful  issue. 
Now,  as  the  negro  was  such  a  prominent  part  in 
the  mind  of  New  England  and  of  the  country,  I 
think  that  here,  of  all  others,  is  a  chance  to  give 
the  negro  a  representation  for  all  future  time.  We 
have  bad  statues  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  placed 
in  various  parrs  of  the  city,  and  I  think  that 
there,  on  the  site  of  the  Old  State  House,  is  the 
place  of  all  others  to  erect  a  statue  of  Crispns 
Attucks,  the  negro  who  was  murdered  jn  the  first 
struggle  of  the  Revolution.  The  only  statue  we 
have  of  the  negro  is  in  front  of  the  Providence 
Depot,  but  he  is  still  a  slave,  and  as  the  boot- 
blacks  say,  he  is  blacking  the  shoes  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman, 
,  J.  would  like  to  stop  this  whole  wrangle  and  cut 
the  Gordian  knot  by  making  an  effort  to  have 
the  Old  State  House  removed  at  once,  and  a  nice 
statue  or  group  of  the  men  who  were  murdered 


there  in  the  first  difficulties  which  led  to  the  Rev- 
olution and  our  independence  placed  there.  The 
city  of  Boston  cannot  afford,  for  the  sake  of 
dollars  and  cents,  to  keep  an  obstruction  like  that 
in  such  a  thoroughfare.  It  is  time  to  take  it  away. 
You  (might  as  well  run  the  building  all  the  way 
down  to  Broad  street  if  the  street  is  too  wide.  I 
hope  you  will  think  that  it  is  only  a  question  of 
time  when  that  Old  State  House  must  come 
down.  The  more  money  we  spend  on  it  the  more 
costly  it  becomes,  and  the  more  difficult  it  will  be 
to  remove.  I  see  a  great  many  difficulties  in 
bringing  the  two  elements  togetner.  There  is  a 
good  deal  of  sentiment  up-stairs,  s>ud  a  good 
deal  of  business  down-stairs.  I  don't  be- 
lieve in  going  into  partnership  in  sentimentality. 
We  will  have  one  set  of  interests  up-stairs,  and 
another  set  down-stairs.  The  gentleman  who 
proposes  to  occupy  the  lower  story  will  improve 
it  to  suit  himself,  and  the  city  will  improve  the 
Upper  parr,  to  suit  itself.  There  should  be  a  fit- 
ness of  things,  and  I  see  the  many  difficulties 
that  will  arise  from  such  adverse  elements. 
It  nothing  else  can  be  done,  I  believe  in  sending 
the  matter  back  to  the  committee, with  full  power 
to  dispose  of  the  building,  by  ren'al  or  otherwise. 
But  it  is  a  matter  that  I  ask  the  board  to  keep  in 
mind,  that  sooner  or  later  that  building  must 
come  down. 

Alderman  Caldwell— It  seems  to  me  the  only 
matter  before  us  is  whether  or  not  we  shall  con- 
cur with  the  Council,  and  it  does  not  seem  neces- 
sary to  talk  over  all  the  matters  of  difference 
between  the  two  branches.  The  Council  have 
acted  according  to  their  judgment,  and  it  seem? 
to  me  we  must  act  according  to  ours.  I  am  will- 
ing to  vote  for  this  order.  In  fact,  I  am  willing 
to  leave  it  altogether  with  the  Committee  on 
Public  Building?  to  take  the  whole  subject  in 
charge.  If  they  think  it  is  expedient  to  spend 
§35,000  in  repairing  the  building,  and  as  much 
less  as  they  can,  I  am  willing  to  leave  it  to  them 
to  do  what  they  consider  best.  Now,  it  is  evident 
that  the  first  proposition  has  slipped  through, 
and  it  remainsfor  us  to  take  the  next  best  course. 
It  seems  to  me  the  best  thing  to  do  is  to  leave  it 
with  the  committee  with  full  powers.  If.  in 
tneir  judgment,  it  is  the  best  thins  to  do  as  is 
proposed  by  these  orders,  I  should  be  willing  to 
go  for  that.  The  order  for  the  repairs  says  it 
shall  not  exceed  $35,000;  not  that  they  3hall  spend 
all  of  that  sum.  There  is  another  question, 
whether,  if  we  adhere  to  our  former  vote,  it  will 
not  leave  it  to  the  committee  to  do  as  they  see  fit 
with  the  premises. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  hardly  think  it  is  fair  to 
leave  it  to  the  committee  without  instructions. 

The  Board  non-concurred  with  the  Council  and 
adhered  to  its  former  vote.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

FIRES    AND    ALARMS    FOR   MAY. 

The  report  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  of  the 
number  of  fires  and  alarms  for  the  month  of  May 
was  received  and  sent  down. 

Alarms,  63. 

Loss— Buildings,  $18,543;  contents,  $46,567— $65,. 
110. 

Insurance— Buildings,  $196,910;  contents,  $210,- 
236—5417,146. 

INVITATION  ACCEPTED. 

The  following  was  received: 

East  Boston,  June  27, 1881. 

To  his  Honor  the  Mayor  and  Board  of  Al- 
dermen of  the  City  of  Boston— The  Original  Nod- 
dle Island  Antique  Association  most  respectfully 
invite  your  honorable  body  at  the  Maverick 
House  on  the  morning  of  July  4,  at  6.30  o'clock, 
for  the  purpose  of  reviewing  the  Antique  proces- 
sion as  it  passes. 

For  the  Association, 

William  F.  Seaver,  President. 

Accepted. 

Later  in  the  session  Alderman  Woolley  pre- 
sented a  request  of  the  original  Noddle  Island 
Antique  Association  for  permission  to  parade  on 
the  Fourth  of  July,  and  on  his  motion  It  was  or- 
dered. That  the  Superintendent  of  Police  be  au- 
thorized to  close  against  travel  by  vehicles  on  the 
morning  of  the  Fourth  of  July  such  streets  in 
East  Boston  as  may  be  required  for  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Antique  procession. 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners for  the  year  ending  April  30, 1881,  was  re- 
ceived and  sent  down. 
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Tbe  permanent  force  of  the  department  has 
been  increased  by  three,  and  the  call  force  by 
fourteen,  since  tbe  last  annual  report.  On  the 
30th  of  July,  1880,  a  new  hook  and  ladder  compa- 
ny was  organized,  and  located  on  Tremont,  near 
Cabot  street,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  addi- 
tional protection  to  that  section  of  the  city  and 
to  the  Back  Bay.  It  has  supplied  a  waut  long  felt 
in  the  localities  mentioned.  The  houses  of  tbe 
department  are  in  good  condition,  and  extensive 
repairs  have  been  made  in  tbe  stables  o'  many  of 
the  houses,  to  save  time  in  hitching.  Tbe  stalls 
have  been  changed,  and  the  horses  put  in  a  direct 
line  with  the  apparatus.  Tbe  large  amount  of 
money  saved  to  tbe  city  in  the  repair  of  appara- 
tus by  tbe  establishment  of  the  apparatus  repair 
shop,  and  that  for  tbe  repair  of  hose  and  harness 
is  a  sufficient  justification  for  its  estab- 
lishment and  cor  tf  nuance  by  the  commis- 
sioners. The  work  is  there  done  expedi- 
tiously and  well,  and  at  first  cost.  In  it 
are  employed  eleven  machinists,  blacksmiths, 
wheelwrights,  etc.,  and  from  three  to  five  de- 
tailed men  from  tbe  department.  On  several 
pieces  of  apparatus  extensive  repairs  have  been 
made.  The  new  apparatus  purchased  during  the 
year  were  one  buggy  (for  tbe  use  of  the  Commis- 
sioners), two  wagons,  a  steam  fire  engine  of  the 
Silsby  pattern,  and  a  hook  and  ladder  truck  fully 
equipped.  Three  of  the  ladder  trucks  in  the  city 
proper  have  been  supplied  with  a  calcium-light 
apparatus,  which  has  proved  very  useful  on  more 
than  one  occasion  siuce  its  introduction.  The 
necessity  for  a  new  apparatus  repair  shop  is  so 
apparent  that  the  City  Council  bas  recently 
set  apart  eight  thousand  feet  of  land  at  the 
junction  of  Albany  and  Bristol  streets,  on 
which  to  build  a  new  and  more  commodious 
structure.  This  board  respectfully  urges  upon 
your  honorable  body  the  necessity  of  a  building 
on  this  site  as  soon  as  possible',  in  view  of  the 
great  saviog  to  the  city  by  the  establishment  of 
this  shop.  Since  the  date  of  the  last  report  the 
swinging  harness  has  been  introduced  in  nearly 
all  the  permanent  houses  of  tbe  department,  and 
fcives  much  satisfaction.  It  saves  time  in  hitch- 
ing, saves  harness,  and  is  a  great  relief  to  the 
horses.  In  a  short  time  tbe  whole  department 
will  be  supplied  with  the  harness.  The  work  is 
done  at  the  harness  shop,  as  well  as  the  making 
and  repairing  of  harness  and  hose.  The  cost  of 
maintenance  in  repairing  hose  and  harness  has 
been,  less  old  material  exchanged  for  new,  $699  67; 
making  and  repairing  harness  and  fire  hats, 
$1735.52;  total,  $2435  19 

During  tbe  past  year  10,700  feet  of  hose  were 
purchased  and  8865  feet  condemned.  Tne  amount 
of  hose  now  in  use  is  65,849  feet.  The  number  of 
horses  in  tbe  department  is  146,  and,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  they  are  in  good  condition.  A  hos- 
pital for  sick  horses  is  in  Hose  7's  bouse,  where 
they  are  attended  by  George  W.  Stimpson,  a 
member  of  the  department,  who  is  an  excellent 
veterinary  surgeon.  During  tbe  year  one  horse 
bag  died,  four  nave  been  exchanged  and  fourteen 
purchased.  During  tbe  past  year  sixty-four  ad- 
ditional hydrants  have  been  added,  making  the 
total  of  hydrants  for  supplying  water  in  case  of 
fire  4834.  In  addition  to  these  hydrants  there  are 
216  tire  reservoirs,  located  in  different  sections  of 
the  city,  capable  of  holding  Irom  300  to  500  hogs- 
heads of  water.  In  its  last  report  the  board 
called  the  attention  of  the  City  Council  to  the 
large  tax  charged  by  the  Water  Department  for 
each  hydrant  and  reservoir  located  in  tbe  city.  A 
special  committee  was  appointed  to  look  into  tbe 
matter,  and  the  result  was  that  ibe  Water  De- 
partment bas  reduced  its  tax  from  $30  to  $20  ner 
hydrant  and  reservoir,  making  a  total  reduction 
in  tbe  water  tax  chargeable  to  tbe  department  of 
about  $45,000.  The  board  contends  that  even  this 
amount  Is  not  a  sufficient  reduction,  and  that, 
with  the  necessary  increase  of  hydrants  tbrougn- 
out  the  city  from  year  to  year,  tbe  tax  must  be 
still  further  reduced  at  no  distant  day.  If  this 
department  were  taxed  for  tbe  actual  amount 
of  water  used  at  fires,  at  the  rate  of  two  cents 
per  hundred  gallons— the  rate  paid  by  private  in- 
dividuals— $3000  would  be  mole  tban  sufficient 
to  pay  tbe  total  cost.  The  report,  further- 
more, goes  on  to  state  that  very  material  im- 
provements have  been  made  in  tbe  working  of 
the  fire-alarm  telegraph  system,  and  says  of  the 
keyless  door,  now  ou  trial  in  connection  with  sev- 
eral tire-alarm  boxes,  that  it  has  so  far  given  sat- 
isfaction. "It  saves  time  in  hunting  up  keys,  and 
facilitates  the  giving  of  an  alarm,  for    it  can   be 


opened  by  any  person  by  simply  turning  a  ban- 
dle." 

The  problem  of  how  to  carry  on  telegraph  and 
telephone  ousiness,  which  is  continually  increas- 
ing, without  the  aid  of  the  unsightly  poles  that 
disfigure  our  streets,  is  occupying  the  attention 
ol  persons  interested  in  electric  science. 
Several  plans  are  presented  to  the  public, 
but  no  plan  yet  has  been  put  to  such  a  prac- 
tical test  as  to  justify  this  Board  in  recom- 
mending its  adoption  at  present.  The  board  has 
under  consideration  this  matter  through  an  order 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Tht  cost  of  the 
proposed  change,  if  deemed  advisable,  will  in- 
volve a  large  expenditure,  which  might  be  les- 
sened if  done  in  connection  with  telegraph  or  tel- 
ephone companies.  If  any  organized  company 
hereafter  obtain  permission  to  lay  wires  under- 
ground or  by  an  overground  system,  the  city 
should  exact  for  the  privilege  the  right  to  lay  its 
wires  without  fee,  ot  for  a  small  sum.  Several 
companies  are  on  the  eve  of  organization,  and 
will  ask  permission  to  lay  their  patent  appliances 
either  under  or  over  and  along  the  streets  of  the 
city,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  telegraph 
and  telephone  wires,  and  this  right  of 
free  transit  should  be  secured  to  the  city 
as  one  of  the  conditions  ot  granting  any 
license  to  parties  who  apply.  The  burning  of  the 
upper  portion  ot  the  City  Hall,  in  which  is  located 
the  fire  alarm  office,  is  one  ot  the  possibilities, 
and  there  is  no  structure  in  this  city  in  which  fire 
can  so  rapidly  travel  as  in  this  upper  sectiou  of 
the  hall.  To  meet  this  possible  danger,  batteries 
of  from  sixty  to  ninety  cups  each  have  been 
placed  in  East  Boston,  "ournt  district"  and  South 
Boston,  everything  being  in  readiness  so  that  the 
alarm  can  be  given  in  the  houses  on  the  tappers. 
It  is  intended  to  extend  this  system  to  tbe  "South 
End,  Roxbury  and  Dorchester  districts.  In  the 
opiuion  of  the  Board  the  present  location  of  the  fire 
alarm  office  is  a  very  dangeious  one,  and  some 
isolated  building  should  be  selected  in  which  to 
locate  this  branch  of  the  fire  service,  where  it 
will  be  less  liable  to  exposure  in  case  of  fire,  for 
upon  it  depends  the  prompt  and  efficient  work  of 
our  whole  department;  when  it  ceases  to  work, 
the  department  becomes  paralyzed.  Appended 
is  a  comparative  statement  of  the  cost  of  main- 
taining the  fire-alarm  telegraph  for  the  past  seven 
years,  since  the  establishment  of  the  Board  of 
Fire  Commissioners,  and  for  the  seven  years  pre- 
ceding, together  with  the  number  of  fire-alarm 
boxes  established  each  year,  and  the  miles  of  wire 
maintained: 

Fire  Alarm  Department. 

a 

s 
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April  30,  1867,  to  May 

1.1868 9tol3 

April  30, 1868,  to  May 

1, 1869 9  to  18 

April  30,  1869,  to  May 

1,1870 9 

April  30, 1870,  to  May 

1,1871 10  to  17 

April  30, 1871,  to  May 

1,1872 Utol6 

April  30, 1872,  to  May 

1.  1873 11  to  16 

♦April  30,1873,  to  May 

1,1874 10  to  20 


Total 


..8283055. 65 


Under  a  Fire  Commissi,,/,. 
224    200 
225 
260 


April  30, 1874,  to  May 

1.  1875 11  to  12 

April  30, 1875.  to  May 

1,  1876 9  to  12    235 

April  30,  1876,  to  May 

1,18717 10  244 

April  30.  1877,  to  May 

1,1878 11  266    250 

April  30,  1878,  to  May 

1,  1879 10  270    260 


$28,101.10 
21,407.81 

e27,272.36 
18,146.13 

17,772.41 


a  Including  818,907.84  for  Roxbury  Are  alarm. 

b  Including  88000  royalty  for  extension  in  Roxburv 

c  Including  824,893.3 1  for  extending  into  Dorches- 

d  Including  bells  and  clocks  included. 
e  Including  81000  royaliy  to  Gamewell  &  Co. 
•  Previous  to  Nov.  1, 1873.  under  suDerlnteudeiit  and 
committee.    .Since  that  date  under  Fire  Commission 
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April  30. 1879,  to  May 

1.1880 11  277    250        18,099.68 

April  30, 1880,  to  May 

1,1881 12tol4    286    250        20,604.90 

Total ..#151,494.24 

The  aggregate  losses  by  tire  during  the  past 
year,  with  the  insurance  on  the  property  de- 
stroyed, were  as  follows:  On  buildings,  8346.748; 
on  contents,  $837,070;  total,  $1,183,818.  Insurance 
on  buildings,  $3,463,217;  on  contents,  $3,079,789; 
total,  $6,543,006.  The  largest  loss  by  any  one  tire 
was  that  in  the  clothing  establishment  of 
Messrs.  Whitten.  Burdett  &  Young  and  others, 
$470,125,  on  the  morning  of  May  6,  1880.  This  loss 
is  more  than  one-third  of  the  loss  for  the  whole 
year.  The  bulk  of  our  fire  loss  is  in  the  business 
section  of  the  city,  and  is  occasioned  by  defects 
in  the  internal  construction  of  the  buildiDgs.  by 
which  tire  and  smoke  can  communicate  from  the 
first  to  the  sixth  story  through  every  floor,  and 
occasion  a  loss  of  hundreds  of  thousands  on  the 
contents,  though  the  loss  on  the  building  itself 
may  be  very  small.  In  many  of  the  large  buildings 
in  the  "burnt  district"  there  are  as  many  kinds  of 
business  earned  on  as  there  are  stories  in  the 
building,  each  story  being  under  the  control  of  a 
different  occupant.  These  floors,  instead  of 
being  separated  from  each  other  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, are  usually  connected  by  elevator  shafts, 
without  automatic  hatches  or  other  appliances  to 
cut  off  communicxtion,  and  by  wooden  stairways 
and  glass  doors  and  windows  at  the  head  uf  each 
stairway,  all  excellent  conductors  of  flame  and 
smoke,  and  calculated  to  produce  the  largest 
amount  of  loss  in  case  of  tire.  A  little  additional 
expense,  the  use  of  a  little  more  sheet  tin  around 
elevators  and  doors — the  expense  a  mere  trifle — 
would  save  thousands  yearly  in  this  city  and 
State.  The  estimated  losses  by  fire  in  the  whole 
State  during  the  past  year  aggregate  $4,454,221, 
and  one  quarter  of  the  above  loss  occurred  in 
this  city.  In  no  other  part  of  the  civilized  world 
is  so  much  of  the  capital  of  the  country  destroyed 
through  lire  as  in  the  United  States,  the  amount 
averaging  each  year  $75,000,000;  and  all  this,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  in  no  countries  are  its 
large  cities  so  well  supplied  with  fire  apparatus, 
men  and  water-hydrants,  to  fight  fire,  as  in  the 
United  States.  If  Boston,  New  York  or  Chicago 
had  only  the  facilities  which  the  large  cities  of 
London  or  Paris  have  to  combat  fire,  the  loss  here 
would  be  enormous.  The  difference  in  loss  is  due 
to  the  methods  of  building  in  vogue  here  and  in 
European  cities.  Carelessness  in  construction, 
carelessness  in  the  supervision  of  goods  stored  in 
buildings,  and  over-insurance  are  the  fruitful 
seeds  of  large  conflagrations. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  fires  during  the  year  in 
this  State,  lorty  per  cent,  are  reported  as  incen- 
diary or  unknown.  This  city  during  the  past  year 
has  been  visited  by  many  serious  incendiary  fires, 
especially  in  lumber  yards,  and  all  efforts  to  de- 
tect the  perpetrators  have  thus  far  proved  un- 
availing. If  every  fire  in  this  city  could  be  inves- 
tigated by  some  person  authorized  to  act,  and 
empowered  to  send  tor  persons  and  papers,  and 
tjake  evidence  in  the  nature  of  a  fire  inquest  when 
necessary  ;  if  the  result  of  the?e  inquests  was 
published,  and  the  origin,  cause  ana  course  of 
each  fire  given  to  the  public,  the  official 
exposure  of  these  faulty  methods  of  construc- 
tion, which  make  fires  so  disastrous,  would  bring 
about  a  reform  in  the  building  of  warehouses, 
dwellings,  etc.,  in  the  city,  more  effectually  than 
even  the  building  laws,  because  it  would  tend  to 
remedy  through  public  opinion  that  which  the 
building  laws  cannot  reach.  A  more  expeditious 
method  than  the  roundabout  way  now  prescribed 
by  statute  for  a  tire  inquest  is  necessary. 

The  board  would  again  cal'  the  attention  of  the 
City  Council  to  the  necessity  for  setting  apart 
some  amount  to  help  pension  disabled  and  aged 
firemen.  Last  year  the  Legislature  passed  an  act 
enabling  the  city  to  pension  disabled  firemen,  or 
the  widows  and  children  of  men  killed  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duty.  The  Mayor  and  Board  of  Fire 
Commissioners  have  also  been  made  a  body  corpo- 
rate to  receive  moneys,  etc.,  in  trust,  for  the  pur- 


pose of  aiding  firemen  or  their  families  receiving 
assistance.  This  corporation  has  already  intrusted 
to  It  the  sura  of  $17,958,  of  which  $16,000  is  invest- 
ed in  bonds  of  the  city  of  Boston.  During  tne 
past  year  the  sum  of  $3482.27  has  been  dis- 
tributed among  our  sick  firemen  temporarily  in- 
capacitated from  performing  duty.  This  money 
has  been  principally  obtained  from  the  proceeds 
of  the  firemen's  annual  ball,  though  several  gen- 
erous donations  have  been  received,  among  them 
$500  each  from  Messis.  Whitten,  Burdett  & 
Young,  the  Misses  Wiggles  worth,  and  the  firm  of 
Nash,  Spaulding  &  Co. 

The  main  report  of  the  commissioners  concludes 
with  suitable  recognition  of  the  services  of  the 
Police  and  Protective  departments  at  fires,  and 
contains  an  interesting  table,  too  long  for  repro- 
duction in  these  columns,  giving  the  losses  and 
insurance  on  property  destroyed,  together  with 
the  number  of  fire  alarms  since  the  year  1829, 
covering  a  period  of  fifty-one  years.  There  are 
many  other  matters  of  interest  touched  upon  in 
the  report,  concerning  which  further  allusion 
will  have  to  be  deferred. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Licenses: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  minors'  applica- 
tions as  follows:  One  bootblack.seven  newsboys. 
Severally  accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  tne  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of 
heirs  of  Alexander  Dickson  for  a  crosswalk  on 
Green  street,  Ward  23,  at  Warren  Square.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Report  and  order  for  a  hearing  on  Monday, 
July  18,  at  four  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  petition  of 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  to  lay  down 
curved  tracks  in  certain  streets  to  reach  their 
car  houses.    Order  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  edgestones  in  front  of 
estates  of  John  S.  Larapry  and  John  F.  Mead  on 
the  north  side  of  Harwich  street;  John  F.  Mead, 
south  siae  of  Harwich  street,  and  A.  N.  Clark  on 
Harwich  street,  corner  of  Yarmouth  streets;  tor 
brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of  William 
Hurlin,  27  Clarence  street;  William  H.  Phclan.  42 
Clarence  street;  Michael  Grady,  181  Havre  street; 
Williamena  Brown,  59  and  61  Quirjey  street;  Uriah 
H.  Coffin,  300  Commonwealth  avenue;  Hosea  B. 
Brown,  88  Baxter  street;  Ann  King,  208  West  Third 
street;  Mary  N.  Porter,  161  Havre  street;  for 
edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  es- 
tates of  Emily  J.  Frye,  Union  square,  Brighton; 
D.  C.  Hodges,  executor, 26  Perrin  street;  Matthew 
Scullion,  36  Clarence  street,  and  on  Lewis  Park. 
Orders  severally  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  permission  to  the  Bos- 
ton &  Albany  Railroad  Corporation  to  lay  a  tem- 
porary track  across  Parker  street  at  grade  for  the 
purpose  of  reaching  Huntington  avenue  to  de- 
liver gravel  for  grading  the  same;  that  permis- 
sion be  given  to  John  F.  Mead  to  close  Harwich 
street  against  public  travel  until  the  edgestones 
shall  have  been  set  on  said  street;  to  grade 
and  grave!  Gardner  street,  West  Rox- 
bury,  estimated  cost  $4500;  to  pave  the 
gutters  with  asphalt  in  front  of  Hotel  Ven- 
dome  on  Commonwealth  avenue  and  Dartmouth 
street,  estimated  cost  $450;  to  pave  Washington 
street  between  Atherton  and  Beethoven  streets 
with  small  granite  blocks,  estimated  cost  $1000;  to 

trade  and  macadamize  Berry  street  from  Canter- 
ury  street  to  Calvary  Cemetery,  estimated  cost 
$5000;  to  grade  and  gravel  Sycamore  street  from 
Poplar  street  to  Ashland  street,  estimated  cost 
$1700;  to  grade  and  macadamize,  furnish  and  set 
edgestones  and  pave  the  gutters  on  Wabon  street; 
to  grade  and  macadamize  Rockwood  street,  as  re- 
located, estimated  cost  $1400.    Orders  passed. 

PERMITS  FOB  STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board : 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions to  occupy  stables  as  follows: 

John  A.  BurDbam,  on  Newbury  street.  Ward  11. 

James  Meade,  on  Perry  street.  Ward  3. 

Severally  accepted. 

The  Committee  on  Health,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Arthur  Timmms  for  leave 
to  occupy  a  wooden  stable  for  seventy-five  horses 
on  Beacon  street,  near  Brookline  street,  report 
that  leave    be   granted,  provided  said  buildings 
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shal  oe  moved  or  taken  down  at  the  end  of  three 
years,  or  the  land  gold  within  said  term  at  the 
market  price,  provided  the  same  be  not  less  than 
three  dollars  per  toot. 

For  the  Committee, 
Joseph  Caldwell,  Chairman. 
Accepted. 

PERMITS  FOE    STEAM    ENGINES. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions, on  petitions  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
steam  engines  as  follows: 

Boston  Photographic  Engraving  Company,  to 
erect  a  metal  furnace  at  11  Cornhill. 

Crosby  Steam  Gauge  and  Valve  Company,  to 
erect  and  use  four  furnaces  for  melting  metals  at 
97  Oliver  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

THE  NEW  PUBLIC  L1BBABY  BUILDING. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  rublic  Library,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  communication  trom  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Public  Library  respecting  the  prepa- 
ration or  plans  for  a  new  library  building,  and 
recommending  the  sale  of  the  Adams  estate,  on 
Boylston  street,  belonging  to  the  city  and  adjoin- 
ing the  Public  Library,  having  given  these  sub- 
jects their  consideration,  would  respectfully  re- 
port that,  as  regards  the  sale  of  the  Adams  estate, 
no  action  is  necessary,  inasmuch  as  the  Commit- 
tee od  Public  Buildings  already  have  authority  to 
sell  the  estate  under  an  order  of  the  City  Council, 
passed  June  20,  iust.  In  the  matter  of  preparing 
plans,  etc.,  for  the  new  building,  the  committee 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  order. 
For  the  Committee, 
Charles  V.  Whitten,  Chairman. 

Ordered.  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Library  be  authorized,  in  consultation 
with  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library,  to  have 
plans  prepared  for  a  new  library  building,  to  be 
erected  on  the  lot  of  land  on  the  corner  of  Dart- 
mouth and  Boylston  streets,  granted  to  this  city 
by  the  Commonwealth,  and  submit  estimates  of 
the  cost  of  said  buildings  to  the  City  Council. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

ACCOUNTS  OF  COLLECTOR  AND    TREASURES. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Treasury 
Department,  to  whom  were  referred  the  accounts 
of  the  City  and  County  Treasurer  and  the  City 
Collector,  for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1881,  beg 
leave  to  report  that  they  have  caused  a  thorough 
examination  of  said  accounts  to  be  made  by  an 
expert,  under  the  direction  of  a  sub-committee, 
and  have  received  the  following  report: 

To  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  the  Treas- 
ury Department :  Gentlemen  -  -  In  accordance 
with  the  request  of  your  sub-committee,  Messrs. 
Hersey  and  Hart,  I  have  made  a  careful  examina- 
tion of  the  books  and  accounts  in  the  Treasurer's 
office,  and  would  respectfully  report  that  on  the 
14th  day  of  June,  at2o'clock  P.  M.,  without  previ- 
ous announcement,  I  entered  the  Treasurer's 
office, with  Messrs.  Hersey  and  Hart,  and  proceeded 
immediately  to  count  the  money  on  hand.  I  found 
in  the  cashier's  hands,  in  specie,  bills  and  valid 
cash  vouchers,  the  sum  of  $119,040  33.  To  this 
was  added,  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  iust.,  from 
the  Collector,  for  the  14th,  $7737.92,  making  in 
cashier's  bands  for  the  close  of  business  14th 
inst.  a  total  of  $126,778.25.  I  have  since  traced 
back  and  authenticated  every  entry  in  the  Cash- 
ier's daily  cash-book  to  the  close  of  business  April 
30, 1881,  proving  the  correctness  of  all  additions 
and  dally  balances,  and  tind  there  was  on  band, 
thus  verified,  at  the  close  of  business  April  30, 
$400,9 48.35.  With  the  assistance  of  Messrs.  Her- 
sey and  Hart,  I  also  verified,  on  June  14,  all  the 
balances  of  deposit  in  twenty-one  different  banks 
to  the  credit  of  the  city,  amounting  in  total  to 
$1,847,233.74.  I  have  since  traced  every  check 
and  deposit  in  the  several  banks  back  to  the 
close  of  business  April  30,  1881,  and  find  on  de- 
posit at  that  date  the  sum  of  $2,667,087.01,  thus 
making  a  total  of  cash  on  band  or  in  banks  at 
close  of  business  April  30,  1881,  $3,068,035.36.  I 
have  since  audited  '.n  detail  the  Treasurer's 
cash  book  from  the  date  of  my  examina- 
tion in  October  last,  verifying  every  expenditure 
by  proper  vouchers,  and  tracing  every  receipt  to 
verifiable  source*,  and  And  that  the  account  thus 
verified  calls  for  a  balance  at  close  of  business 
April  30,  1881,  $3,075,269.74,  showing  a  deficiency 
in    the  Treasurer's  accounts  at  that  date  of  $7,- 


234.38.  This  is  the  same  deficiency  that  remained 
after  my  final  verification  in  November  last,  and 
as  exhibited  also  in  the  condition  of  June  14,  1881. 
At  the  same  date  of  June  14,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  same  gentlemen  of  your  committee,  i  veri- 
fied the  balance  on  deposit  in  live  banks  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Funds, 
finding  a  total  at  the  close  of  business  that  day 
ot  $1,243,332.88.  Since  then  I  have  traced  care- 
fully back  each  check  and  deposit  in  the  several 
banks  to  April  30,  1881,  and  And  at  the  close  of 
business  that  date  $1,236,849.19.  The  ac- 
counts of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking 
Funds  at  that  date  call  for  $1,318,849.19, 
showing  a  deficiency  of  (882,000.  This  is  the  same 
amount  as  reported  deficient  at  the  close  of  my 
examination  in  November  last,  and  as  exhibited 
by  the  books  June  14,  1881.  At  the  same  date,  or 
closely  following,  I  counted  the  money  in  the 
haDds  of  the  City  and  County  Paymasters,  to  wit, 
John  D.  Carty,  cash  in  hand  June  14,  $921.42;  bal- 
ance of  unpaid  pay  rolls,  $921.42.  William  T.  Gib- 
bons, cash  in  hand  June  15, $1813;  balance  of  unpaid 
rol  s,  $1745.47;  subsequent  corrections,  $61  87, 
$1807.34;  variations  (overruns),  $5.66.  E.  A.  Mac- 
Donald,  cash  in  hand  June  16,  $256.40;  vouchers 
fer  payment,  $3245.47;  total,  $3501.87.  Receipts  in 
Treasurer's  hands,  $3437.07;  unpaid  pay-roll  tail- 
ings, $5712;  total,  $3494.19;  variation  (overruns), 
$7.68.  The  annual  statement  of  the  Treasurer 
submitted  to  the  City  Council  under  date  of  May 
13,  1881,  and  referred  to  your  committee  by 
vote  of  the  Common  Council  May  19,  and 
Aldermen  May  23,  corresponds  in  its  totals 
ot  expenditures  and  receipts,  and  its  balances  at 
beginning  and  close  of  the  year,  with  the  Treas- 
urer's account  as  fully  audited  by  me.  The  ex- 
hibits of  sub-divisions  as  presented  in  this  report 
are  so  amply  confirmed  by  the  accounts  of  the 
Auditor  and  Collector  and  the  several  depart- 
ments, and  refer  so  largely  to  the  relations  of 
these  departments  without  affecting  financial 
results,  I  have  not  considered  it  necessary  to 
trace  and  verify  them  all  in  detail.  Tne  exhibit 
may  be  confidently  relied  upon,  without  further 
confirmation,  as  an  accurate  staremeut  of  the 
Treasurer's  transactions.  The  annual  report  of 
the  Collector  of  the  ciiy  of  Boston  and  county  of 
Suffolk,  uuder  date  ot  May  19,  1881,  and  similarly 
referred  to  your  committee  by  votes  of  the 
Council  and  Aldermen  at  same  dates  as  specified 
above,  has  been  similarly  examined  and  proven. 
All  the  dues  to  the  city  collected  have  been  ver- 
ified by  the  records  of  the  Auditor  and 
Treasurer,  aud  all  the  bonds  and  mortgages  in 
tne  Collector's  bands  belonging  to  the  city  have 
been  examined  and  pioven.  The  report  as  sub- 
mitted may  be  confidently  accepted  as  an  accu- 
rate exhibit  of  the  transactions  of  the  Collector's 
department. 

Very  respectfully, 

R.  Stewabt  Chase. 

Boston,  June  24,  1881. 

The  committee  desire  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  Treasurer  does  not  state  correctly 
in  bis  report  the  amount  of  cash  in  office  on  April 
30,1881.  He  states  the  amount  to  be  $408,182.73, 
but  it  was  really  $400,948.35,  showing  a  deficiency 
of  $7234.38,  it  being  the  amount  stolen  from  the 
treasury  in  October  last. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Charles  V.  Whitten, 
Chairman  on  the  part  ot  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

TRANSFER  OF  TREASURY  DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Whitten  offered  an  order— That 
Charles  H.  Dennie,  City  Treasurer,  be  and  be  is 
hereby  directed  to  make  up  his  accounts  to  the 
close  of  Imsioess  on  July  15, 1881,  and,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Treasury  Department,  to  then  turn,  over  to 
Alfred  T.  Turner,  City  Treasurer  elect,  all  money, 
books,  papers  and  other  property  belonging  to 
the  city  of  Boston  then  in  his  possession.  Passed. 
Sent  down. 

THE     PAYING    OF     CITY     EMPLOYES     OUTSIDE    OF 
CITY    HALL. 

Alderman  Whitten  offered  an  order— That  until 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  City  Council,  tbe  Treas- 
urer be  authorized  to  pay  tbe  school  instructors, 
school  janitors,  policemen,  firemen, wituesses  and 
jurors  of  the  courts,  employes  and  laborer*  of  the 
various  departments  and  institutions  of  tbe  city  of 
Boston  and  county  of  Suffolk,  such  sums  of  money 
as  may  be  due  them  from  time  to  time,  in  places 
otherwise  than  at  the  City  Treasurer's  office, 
City  Hall,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  public  buildings 
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in  the  different  sections  of  the  city  and  on  the 
public  works,  such  as  he  shall  designate,  as  will 
better  facilitate  the  said  payments,  thereby  pre- 
venting a  loss  ot  time  of  the  employes  of  the  city. 
That  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  be 
directed  to  furnish  the  proper  furniture  and  fix- 
tures in  such  places  as  shall  be  designated  by  the 
Treasurer  for  making  said  payments  as  will  facili- 
tate the  purpose  and  place  safeguards  for  the  safe 
keeping  of  the  money  in  charge  of  the  paymasters. 
That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  furnish  to 
the  Paymasters  such  conveyance  as  shall  be  nec- 
essary for  the  service.  That  the  Board  of  Police 
Commissioners  furnish  to  the  Treasurer,  from 
time  to  time,  such  officers  as  he  shall  deem  nec- 
essary to  protect  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment in  the  disbursement  of  the  money  in 
their  charge,  and  m  making  the  necess^rydepos- 
its  and  exchange  of  money  to  and  from  the 
Treasurer's  office. 

Alderman  Viles— I  would  ask  if  this  is  a  new 
order. 

Alderman  Whitten— As  I  understand,  there,  has 
been  no  authority  for  paying  people  outside  of 
City  Hall.  This  order  is  offered  so  that  the  Treas- 
urer may  feel  authorized  to  do  what  has  grown 
into  practice  without  any  authority.  It  will  save 
the  janitors  for  the  schoolhouses  from  coming 
here,  and  the  School  Committee  have  requested 
that  the  janitors  be  paid  at  the  schoolhouses.  It 
will  prevent  other  people  from  coming  here  and 
leaving  their  employment,  and  will  be  advanta- 
geous to  the  city.  It  simply  authorizes  him  to  do 
it  legally. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

CHARLESTOWN  ALMSHOUSE. 

The  following  was  received: 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Directors  1 

for  Public  Institutions,         > 

Boston,  June  27, 1881.    ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City 
of  Boston— The  Board  of  Directors  for  Public 
Institutions  respectfully  request  the  City  Council 
for  an  appropriation  of  $7500  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense of  maintaining  the  almshouse  in  the 
Charlestown  District  during  the  present  finan- 
cial year.  At  the  time  the  estimates  for  the 
present  year  were  prepared,  the  City  Council  had 
under  consideration  a  communication  from  this 
board  recommending  the  discontinuance  of  the 
institution.  Anticipating  favorable  action  on 
the  part  of  the  City  Government,  the  directors 
did  not  ask  for  an  appropriation  for  this  institu- 
tion. Meanwhile  the  inmates  have  been  retained 
in  the  institution,  and  the  directors  are  without 
funds  to  pay  the  bills  already  incurred  for  their 
maintenance  since  the  15th  of  March  last.  The 
amount  requested  is  required  for  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  the  institution  only,  and  does  not 
include  any  estimate  of  the  amount  required  for 
the  repairs  and  alterations  needed  to  make  the 
building  suitable  for  the  purpose  for  which  it  is 
toeing  used.  Respectfully, 

A.  T.  Whiting, 
President  oi  the  Board. 

Alderman  Viles — 1  "will  state  that  that  is  to 
pay  bills  already  contracted.  We  have  had  no 
money  and  have  paid  no  bills  since  the  15th  of 
March,  and  the  bills  are  due  from  that  time  up. 
At  the  present  rate  it  will  require  $7500  for  the 
financial  year  to  maintain  the  paupers  that  we 
have. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Viles  the  communica- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  In- 
stitutions. 

THE  WIDENING  OP  PORTLAND  STREET. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  "William  P. 
Sargent  &  Co.  and  others,  asking  that  Portland 
street  may  be  widened,  having  heard  the  petition- 
ers and  given  the  matter  due  consideration,  re- 
spectlully  report  as  follows: 

Toe  Street  Commissioners  in  the  year  1871 
passed  an  order  to  widen  this  street,  and  had  not 
the  fire  of  1872  visited  our  city  and  practically  put 
an  end  to  street  improvements  outside  the  burnt 
district,  it  is  probable  that  the  City  Council 
would  have  concurred  in  the  passage  of  the  order 
and  the  imnrovement  been  carried  through  some 
time  ago.  This  widening  of  Portland  street  has 
always  been  considered  a  much-needed  improve 
ment,  and  all  the  arguments  and  reasons  that 
can  be  urged  in  favor  of  improvements  of  this 
character  apply  with  especial  force  in  this  case. 
It   is   also   claimed  that  if   the   street   is   wid- 


ened as  proposed,  not  only  will  the  taxable  value 
of  property  on  the  street  and  in  its  vicinity  be 
largely  increased,  but  the  moral  character  of  the 
street  will  be  improved.  In  any  view  of  the  case 
the  committee  are  prepared  to  favor  the  improve- 
ment, and  recommend  that  the  City  Council  take 
immediate  steps  towards  carrying  it  forward. 
Your  committee  therefore  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  following  order. 
For  the  Committee, 

Clinton  Viles,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Street  Commission- 
ers be  requested  to  submit  to  the  City  Council  an 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  widening  Portland  street 
to  a  width  of  fifty  feet  from  Hanover  street  to 
Causeway  street. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

SOUTH  STREET. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Streets,  who  were  directed  to 
report  upon  the  proposed  widening  of  South 
street,  that  they  have  duly  considered  the  sub- 
ject, but  are  hot  prepared  to  report  thereon  at 
present.  It  is  considered  in  connection  with 
other  improvements  which  the  committee  favor, 
and  it  is  proposed  to  provide  for  them  all  by  a 
loan.  The  committee  asked  for  further  time  in 
which  to  report. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  further  time 
granted.    Sent  down. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHT. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  following  peti- 
tion on  the  usual  conditions : 

J.  T.  Favor  &  Co.,  to  project  an  electric  light 
from  the  Hampton  House,  Haymaruet  square. 

Accepted. 

PERMITS  FOR  WOODEN  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order — That  during 
the  summer  vacation  the  Committee  on  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildings  be  authorized  to  is- 
sue permits  for  wooden  buildings  on  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  they  may  deem  necessary. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

THE   BOUNDARY    LINES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  : 
The  special  committee  appointed  by  this  Board 
to  examine  the  lines  and  bound-marks  between 
this  city  and  the  cities  of  Somerville  and  Newton 
and  the  towns  of  Everett,  Brookline,  Dedham  and 
Hyde  Park,  have  attended   to   that  duty,  and  in 
company  with  committees  or  agents  appointed  by 
said  several  cities  and  towns,  have  examined  and 
agreed  upon  the  several  bound-marks  on  the  ex- 
isting boundary  liue;  and  they  submit  herewith 
the  descriptions  of  the  same  lor  record. 
Clinton  Viles. 
Charles  H.  Hersey. 
S.  F.  McCleary, 

City  Clerk. 
Thomas  W.  Davis, 

City  Surveyor. 
Accepted. 

examination  of  bonds. 
Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order— That  Alder- 
men   ,  with  such  as  the  Common  Council 

may  join,  be  a  committee  to  make  the  annual  ex- 
amination of  the  bonds  of  the  several  city  officers. 
Passed,  and  Aldermen  Viles  and  Slade  were  ap- 
pointed on  said  committee.  Sent  down. 
BILL  allowed. 
Alderman  Tucker  offered  au  order— That  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts  allow  for  payment  the  bills 
of  H.  D.  Parker  &  Co.,  dated  May  16  and  June  7, 
amounting  respectively  to  $72.80  and  $88  25;  the 
same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Con- 
tingent Fund,  Board  of  Aldermen.    Passed. 

BROADWAY   BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Committee  on  Bridges: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be 
authorized  to  repair  Broadway  Bridge,  at  an  ex- 
pense of  $4500;  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  Bridges. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges,  in  re- 
pairing Broadway  Bridge,  be  authorized  to  sell 
such  old  material  as  they  may  deem  expedient, 
the  proceeds  thereof  to  be  paid  to  the  City  Col- 
lector, and  that  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  di- 
rected to  place  the  amount  so  received  to  the 
credit  of  the  appropriation  for  Bridges. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 
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PETITIONS    FOR  STEAM    ENGINES. 

Petitions  were  received  lor  leave  to  locate  and 
use  steam  engines  as  follows: 

E.  T.  Fowler  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  erect  and  use  a 
stationary  steam  engine  at  73  Essex  street. 

Au  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing 
thereon  on  July  18,  at  tour  o'clock  P.  M. 

HEATH    STREET. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis  the  report  of  the 
Street  Commissioners  in  relation  to  the  widening 
of  Heath  street  was  taken  from  the  table  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

SUPERINTENDENT     OF     PRINTING. 

The  Board  next  considered  the  special  assign- 
ment, viz.. 

Ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  regard  to 
public  printing,  providing  for  the  election  of  a 
superintendent. 

Alderman  Slade— I  asked  to  have  this  laid  over. 
I  have  looked  into  the  matter  and  am  willing  to 
have  the  ordinance  passed. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

LIVERPOOL-STREET  TRACK. 

Alderman  Woolley  presented  a  petition  in  favor 
of  D.  D.  Kelly  and  others,  in  behalf  of  themselves 
and  those  who  signed  tor  and  in  favor  of  the 
Liverpool-street  line  of  cars,  asking  that  in  con- 
sideration of  the  fact  that  the  present  remon- 
strants, having  bad  two  hearings  against  such 
line,  one  before  the  rails  were  laid,  and  one  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Paving  the  following 
year,  and  at  said  bearings  liberty  was  given  them 
to  withdraw,  that  the  petitioners  be  given  a 
hearing  before  the  full  Hoard. 

Alderman  Slade— I  heard  there  was  something 
of  the  kind  coming  here.  I  am  a  little  surprised 
at  it,  however.  I  hope  we  shall  not  act  upon  it  to- 
night. It  seems  to  me  we  have  had  hearings 
enough  upon  that  railroad  matter  in  East  Boston. 
Before  we  act  upon  that  petition  I  think  the  mat- 
ter better  be  looked  into  a  little  more  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  petition  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

PROPOSED   EXTENSION   OF  HEATH    PLACE. 

Alderman  Curtis  offered  an  order— That  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to 
report  to  the  City  Council  as  soon  as  practicable 
the  expense  of  expending  Heatb  place  to  Walden 
street,  Ward  22.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

THE  SALARV  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  Board  took 
un  the  salary  bill,  viz.: 

'Second  report  of  Committee  on  Salaries,  advis- 
iDg  tlie  passage  of  the  bill  heretofore  reported  by 
them  (City  Doc.  56),  with  increase  of  salary  of  City 
Treasurer  to  $8000,  and  $1000  for  the  care  of  sink 
ing  funds,  and  $17,400  for  clerk  hire,  together 
with  a  substitute  for  said  general  bill  submitted 
by  Alderman  O'Brien  (City  Doc.  75),  which  allows 
an  increase  of  clerk  hire  for  several  departments, 
and  fixes  the  salaries  in  the  Law  Department, 
and  the  Superintendents  of  Bridges. 

The  bill  was  taken  up  item  by  item. 

City  Treasurer— $8000,  and  $1000  for  services  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Funds. 

Alderman  Slade— The  Committee  on  Salaries 
reported  that  salary  in  accordance  with  the  re- 
quest of  the  Committee  on  the  Nomination  of  City 
Treasurer.  After  further  consideration  of  the 
subject  I  move  that  the  salary  be  fixed  at  $7000 
for  City  Treasurer,  with  the  addition  of  $1000  for 
the  care  of  the  sinking  funds. 

Ald-rman  Woolley  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  would  like  to  know  what 
precedent  the  Alderman  can  give  us  for  making 
the  salary  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  city  of  Boston 
$7000,  and  also  an  additional  salary  of  $1000  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Funds  ? 

Alderman  Slade— I  believe  I  went  over  this 
ground  pretty  thoroughly  before,  when  this  or- 
der was  before  us.  We  all  know  that  when  the 
present  defalcation  in  the  accounts  of  the  present 
Treasurer  was  discovered,  it  was  the  almost  uni- 
versal sentiment  of  the  people  that  the  salary  of 
the  Citv  Trea«urer  was  too  low,  and  that  the  sal- 
ary ought  to  be  at  least  $10,000.  So  far  as  my  ob- 
servation went,  that  was  the  almost  universal 
f>eniimeut  of  the  people.  In  considering  this 
matter,  the  committee  thought  there  should 
be  a  considerable  increase  of  the  salary,  and 
they  recommended  a  salaiy  of  $8000  tor 
the"  City  Treasurer,  and  $1000  for  Treas- 
urer ol  the  Sinking  Funds.  It  was  under- 
stood   to    be    the    wish    of    the  Committee  on 


Nomination  of  City  Treasurer.  The  law  requires 
that  the  Auditor  and  Treasurer  shall  be  paid  a 
certain  sum  of  monev  for  the  care  and  manage- 
ment of  the  sinking  funds.  It  does  not  say  how 
much,  but  it  is  supposed  that  a  reasonable 
amount  will  be  paid,  and  the  committee  recom- 
mended accordingly.  There  should  be  a  sum 
fixed,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  Auditor 
and  Treasurer  could  recover  a  reasonable  sum 
from  the  city  of  Boston  for  the  care  of  those 
funds  as  the  law  requires.  That  is  the  reason  the 
salaries  were  put  in  separately  in  that  way. 

Alderman  O'Brien— It  was  just  as  I  supposed. 
The  Alderman  can  give  us  no  precedent  why  the 
City  Treasurer  of  Boston  should  draw  $7000  from 
the  Treasury,  and  an  additional  sum  of  $1000  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Funds.  The  Treasurer 
of  the  city  of  Boston  can  give  but  one  man's 
time  to  the  city,  and  he  should  receive  but 
one  salary  for  all  the  work  he  performs.  For 
whatever  work  he  performs  he  should  receive  a 
salary,  and  it  should  be  stated  precisely  what  he 
receives.  The  way  we  have  been  doing  business 
lately  has  been  deceptive.  There  is  no  man  in 
the  city  of  Boston  who  knows  what  the  Auditor 
or  his  chief  clerk  receives.  They  draw  money 
from  various  sources.  I  think  that  the  salary  of 
every  city  officer  should  be  stated  in  black  and 
white.  The  Treasurer  should  not  receive  one  sal- 
ary as  Treasurer  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  anoth- 
er salary  as  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Funds.  He 
should  receive  one  salary  for  doing  the  work  that 
he  has  to  do,  and  that  salary  should  be  stated 
clearly  and  plainly,  so  that  the  public  can  under- 
stand it.  We  have  been  deceived  long  enough  in 
this  business,  and  it  is  time  that  we  opened  our 
eyes  and  went  to  work  systematically.  Now, 
there  is  no  precedent  for  paying  the  City  Treas- 
urer even  $7000  a  year.  The  Treasurer  of  the 
United  Stares  receives  a  salarv  of  $4500  a  year, 
and  has  to  give  a  boDd  of  $250,000.  Our  Treasurer 
gives  a  bond  of  $150,000,  and  if  we  pay  him  $5000 
we  pay  him  as  much  as  any  such  officer  is  paid  in 
any  State  or  city  in  our  country.  I  do  not  see  why 
we  should  be  humbugged  in  this  way  by  high  sala- 
ries. Will  any  Alderman  stand  up  here  and  say 
that  because  we  pay  eight,  ten  or  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  a  year,  it  would  insure  greater  integ- 
rity in  that  office?  Mr.  Chairman,  are  yon  aware 
of  the  fact  that  for  five  successive  years  stealings 
went  on  in  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  city 
of  Boston  ?  Not  only  for  five  successive  years,  but 
you  might  go  back  for  five,  ten  or  fifteen  years,  and 
stealings  and  irregularities  went  on  in  the  treas- 
ury department  of  the  city.  I  am  speaking  now  of 
facts.  When  an  old  Treasurer  died,  his  accounts 
were  found  irregular  and  had  been  running  on 
irregularly  for  years.  His  place  had  no  sooner 
been  tilled  by  a  new  Treasurer  than  stealings 
commenced  in  that  department,  and  stealings 
went  on  in  that  department  lor  five  years.  At 
the  ra.e  of  almost  $20,000  a  year  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton wae  sustaining  and  supporting  cheap  the- 
atrical shows  throughout  the  country.  That  is  a 
fact.  The  city  of  Boston  for  five  successive  years 
was  supporting  from  her  treasury  cheap  theatri- 
cal shows  all  over  the  country.  And  where  was 
the  safeguard  ?  We  have  an  Auditor's  De- 
partment. What  kind  of  an  Auditor's  De- 
partment is  that  which  would  allow  such 
irregularities  to  go  on?  There  is  no  depart- 
ment that  the  city  of  Boston  that  has  any  control 
over  such  matters.  The  Auditor's  Department  is 
not  such  a  department  as  we  should  have.  If 
we  had  an  Auditor's  Department  worthy  of  the 
name  no  such  irregularities  could  go  on  for  five, 
ten  or  fifteen  years.  1  tried  to  put  some  such  re- 
sponsibility into  that  department  some  time  ago, 
but  it  was  voted  down.  Now,  sir,  the  Cashier  of 
the  Custom  House  receives  three  thousand  dollars 
salary,  and  has  to  give  a  bond  of  $75,000. 
Through  his  bands  has  to  pass  every  year  the 
sum  of  twenty-one  millions  of  dollars,  almost 
three  times  as  much  as  goes  through  the  hands 
of  the  Treasurer  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and 
still  he  receives  but  three  thousand  dollars  a  year 
for  his  services.  I  say  there  is  no  precedent  for 
this  high  salary  for  the  Treasurer  of  the  city  of 
Boston.  You  cannot  point  to  a  precedent.  You 
must  go  outside  and  select  some  business  man  of 
well-established  reputation,  who  gets  a  high 
salary  as  president  of  a  bank  or  au  insurance 
company,  or  something  of  that  kind.  You  can- 
n  it  bud  a  precedent  in  any  of  the  State  or  citv 
departments  iu  the  country  that  would  warrant 
the  city  ot  Boston  in  paying  such  a  large  salary. 
I  noticed  by  the  papers  only  a  day  or  two  ago 
that  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  pays   but  $2200 
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a  year  for  treasurer,  clerks  and  the  entire  taking 
care  of  the  revenue  of  that  State,  amounting  to 
over  two  millions  of  dollars,  and  yer  you  want  to 
pay  the  Treasurer  of  the  city  of  Boston  seven 
thousand  dollars,  wich  one  thousand  dollars  ad- 
ditional for  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Funds.  I 
don't  believe  in  it,  I  believe  that  you  pay  your 
Treasurer  well  when  you  pay  him  five  thousand 
dollars  a  year  for  the  work  he  perrorms.  I  shall 
move  to  amend  the  order,  fixing  the  salary  of  the 
Treasurer,  so  that  it  shall  read,  "the  sum  of  five 
thousand  dollars  for  all  the  work  that  is  perform- 
ed by  him  as  Treasurer  for  the  city  of  Boston  and 
County  of  Suffolk." 

Alderman  Hersey — I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
misunderstanding  about  what  the  Treasurer's 
salary  is  to  be,  because  it  is  named  in  two  sums. 
If  I  am  correctly  informed,  the  statute  fixes  the 
compensation  for  the  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking 
Funds  at  $1000— or  it  is  the  ordinance;  but  in 
some  way  it  is  fixed  in  that  form.  Now,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Nomination  of  City  Treasurer,  feeling, 
as  the  Alderman  has  expressed  it,  that  there  have 
been  stealings  going  on  in  this  department  for  a 
long  time,  recognized  the  fact  that  we  needed  a 
competent  person  at  the  head  of  it.  In  looking 
over  the  field,  thry  found  in  Mr.  Turner,  as  they 
thought,  a  man  who  had  shown  by  his  previous 
record  that  he  was  the  one  to  reorganize  and 
straighten  out  that  department.  They  also  felt 
that  the  salary  was  not  large  enough  for  the  re- 
sponsibility he  would  have  to  incur  and  the  large 
amount  of  bonds  he  would  have  to  give.  In  view 
of  the  facr,  also,  that  he  was  to  be  responsible 
for  the  acts  ot  his  subordinates,  they  thought 
that  he  should  have  a  sufficient  recompense  for 
the  responsibility  of  his  position,  and  in  recom- 
mending eight  thousand  dollars  they  felt  that 
they  were  not  overstepping  the  mark.  The  mat- 
ter has  been  gone  into  very  thoroughly  at  previ- 
ous meetings,  and  the  Aldermen  understand  it. 
I  think  the  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  is  a  fair 
compromise  that  we  ought  to  accept.  I  am  will- 
ing to  vote  tor  $7000  for  the  salary  of  the  City 
Treasurer,  and  $1000  for  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Sinking  Funds. 

Alderman  O'Brien  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  his  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected — yeas  4, 
nays  8: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Curtis,  Haldeman,  O'Brien, 
Woolley—  4. 

Nays — Aldermen  Breck,  Caldwell,  Frost,  Hersey, 
Slade,  Tucker,  Viles,  Whitten— 8. 

Alaerman  Curtis  moved  to  amend  by  making 
the  salary  $6000  for  Treasurer,  and  $1000  for 
treasurer  of  Sinking  Funds,  and  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.  The  amendment  of  Alderman 
Curtis  was  rejected— yeas  6,  nays  6: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Breck,  Caldwell,  Curtis,  Halde- 
man, O'Brien,  'Woolley— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Frost,  Hersey,  Slade,  Tucker, 
Viles,  Whitten— 6. 

Alderman  Viles— I  move  that  the  salary  of  the 
City  Treasurer  be  $6500,  and  for  treasurer  of  the 
Sinking  funds  $1000.  While  I  believe  that  the 
salary  reported  by  the  committee  is  too  large,  I 
still  believe  it  ought  to  be  more  than  we  have 
been  paying  for  the  past  few  years.  When  a  man 
has  to  go  around  and  ask  his  friends  to  give  bonds 
of  $150,000,  he  ought  to  have  some  compensation 
for  it.  I  think  the  salary  has  been  too  small,  but  I 
think  the  amount  reported  by  the  committee  is 
too  large.    I  think  it  ought  to  be  $6500  and  $1000. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Will  the  Alderman  give  us 
any  precedent  for  the  salary  being  $6500?  Can  he 
point  to  any  public  officer,  similar  to  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  city  of  Boston,  who  receives  a  salary 
of  $6500?  I  don't  believe  a  single  member  of  this 
Board  can  point  #to  a  similar  public  officer  who 
receives  so  high  a  salary  for  his  services. 

Alderman  Viles  —  I  don't  suppose  we  can 
point  to  a  single  public  officer  who  has  just  such 
duties  as  our  Treasurer  has.  I  do  not  suppose 
there  is  a  single  public  officer  who  has  so  much 
detail  to  attend  to  as  our  City  Treasurer  has.  All 
the  employes  of  the  city  have  to  be  paid  individu- 
ally, which  the  Treasurer  cannot  do  in  person,  and 
it  must  be  done  by  his  agents,  aud  if  any  de- 
falcation occurs  it  must  be  met  by  the 
Treasurer.  He  is  responsible  for  them  all. 
So  I  say  we  cannot  point  to  any  such 
services.  At  this  time  it  is  more  difficult  for  an 
officer  to  furnish  good  bonds.  It  is  worth  more 
to  assume  the  duties  now  than  it  was  a  year  or  , 
two  since.  Mr.  Turner  having  been  placed  in  t.hat 
position  by  our  votes,  I  think  it  is  due  to  him  that 
we  should' treat  him  fairly.  We  have  given  the 
position  now  held  by  him  to  another.    It  is  iinr 


possible  for  him  to  have  his  old  position,  and  I 
think  we  ought  to  make  bim  feel  as  though  he 
was  safe  in  taking  this  new  position;  that  he  can 
have  a  sufficient  salary,  so  that  if  he  should  meet 
with  a  loss  be  can  have  laid  up  something  to 
meet  it. 

Alderman  O'Brien— As  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man, he  proposes  to  pay  so  large  a  salary  to  the 
Treasurer  as  will  allow  him  in  the  course  of  years 
to  make  up  any  deficiencies  for  further  stealings 
in  that  department.  My  idea  about  that  depart- 
ment is  that  there  should  be  such  checks  and  safe- 
guards upon  it  that  no  stealings  couldtake  place. 
We  should  protect  our  City  Treasurer.  Instead  of 
paying  him  a  high  salary  to  cover  up  losses  by 
stealings,  we  should  go  to  work  and  protect 
the  department,  and  throw  such  safeguards 
around  it  that  no  stealings  can  take  place.  That  is 
what  we  ought  to  do.  Giving  a  man  a  large  salary 
to  protect  him  against  stealings  is  merely  to  en- 
courage stealings  in  that  department,  and  to  en- 
courage them  to  go  on  as  they  have  gone  on  in 
that  department  tor  years. 

Alderman  Hersey— No  check  that  the  Alderman 
can  devise  will  make  a  dishonest  man  honest. 
The  only  check  we  can  have  is  honesty.  Nothing 
can  prevent  a  man  f/om  absconding  with  the 
city's  money.  The  officers  under  the  treasurer 
have  to  be  trusted  with  large  sums.  But  they  can 
abscond  as  Woodward  did.  The  treasurer  must 
take  the  risk.  You  may  put  on  checks  to  discover 
dishonesty,  but  you  cannot  prevent  it.  Our  only 
safeguard  is  to  select  honest  men.  I  believe  that 
we  have  such  a  man  in  Mr.  Turner,  and  that  we 
should  pay  him  well  for  his  services. 

Alderman  O'Brien— The  Alderman  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat  is  one  of  a  committee  who  have 
.lust  presented  a  report  showing  what  an  expert 
has  done.  He  foundlittle  irregularities  here  and 
there  amounting  to  scarcely  nothing.  I  say  that 
with  the  proper  employment  of  an  expert,  irreg- 
ularities can  be  prevented  in  that  department. 
If  we  aid  our  Treasurer,  and  make  our  Auditor's 
Department  what  it  ought  to  be,  you  will  find  no 
irregularities  in  the  Treasury  Department.  We 
have  an  Auditor  of  Accounts,  but  he  is  not  an 
Auditor  of  Accounts.  He  never  looks  over  the 
accounts  of  the  treasury  or  any  other  department 
of  the  city  of  Boston.  His  business  is  merely  to 
examine  and  approve  the  bills  which  are  present- 
ed to  him.  He  never  looks  over  the  accounts  in 
any  department  of  the  city  of  Boston.  He  is  an 
Auditor  of  Accounts  only  in  name.  But  your 
expert  today  has  taken  his  place.  He 
has  gone  into  the  Treasury  Department  and 
found  such  and  such  things  correct,  and  he 
finds  that  there  is  a  little  surplus  over  and  above 
the  amount  that  ought  to  be  on  hand.  I  say, 
keep  up  a  system  of  that  kind  and  make  your 
Auditor's  Department  what  it  ought  to  be,  and 
you  can  prevent  Irregularities  in  your  Treasury 
department,  and  you  cannot  do  it  ;n  any  other 
way.  You  cannot  do  it  by  paying  the  Treasurer 
a  high  salary. 

Alderman  Tucker — The  gentleman  on  my  right 
has  made  several  allusions  to  the  crookedness  of 
the  Auditor's  Department.  I  would  like  him  to 
point  out  what  there  has  been  in  the  Auditor's 
Department  that  has  been  crooked.  If  he  will 
show  me  anything  whereby  the  Auditor  has  neg- 
lected his  duties  I  would  be  glad  to  have  him  do 
it.  These  insinuations  have  been  thrown  out 
against  the  Auditor's  Department,  but  they  can- 
not be  substantiated. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  insinuated  nothing  about 
the  crookedness  of  the  Auditor's  Department. 
I  say  we  have  not  an  Auditor's  Department  in 
the  city  of  Boston  in  .  tbe  meaDiug  ot  the 
term.  If  we  had  had  an  Auditor's  Depart- 
ment, irregularities  would  not  have  gone  on 
in  the  Treasurer's  Department  for  five,  ten  or 
fifteen  years.  I  say  our  Auditor's  Department  is 
incomplete.  I  say  nothing  about  the  Auditor. 
He  may  have  lived  up  to  the  line  of  his  duty,  but 
I  say  that  department  is  incomplete;  for'  if  it 
was  complete  irregularities  would  not  have  gone 
on  for  five,  ten  or  fifteen  years  in  the  Treasury 
Department  of  the  city  of  Boston.  The  Auditor 
of  Accounts  ought  to  audit  all  the  accounts  of 
all  the  departments  or  the  city  of  Boston.  We 
shall  never  have  a  complete  system  until  that  de- 
partment is  remodelled,  and  the  Auditor  super- 
vises the  accounts  of  all  the  other  departments. 
I  say  our  Auditor's  Department  is  an  incomplete 
system,  and  I  am  sustained  in  that  by  the  fact 
that  irregularities  went  on  for  years  and  years 
without  any  check.  That  the  Alderman  cannot 
deny. 
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Alderman  Tucker— Tbe  gentleman  puts  an  en- 
tirely different  phase  upon  ir.  I  am  entirely  will- 
ing to  let  it  test  upon  tne  records  as  they  snow. 

Alderman  Viles— The  Alderman  asks  tor  cases 
where  larger  salaries  are  paid.  There  are  many 
casesof  private  corporations  where  the  treasurers 
receive  higher  salaries  and  give  no  bonds.  Presi- 
dents of  horse  railroads  and  oauks  have  higher 
salaries.  It  a  man  gives  large  bonds  he  ought  to 
have  a  high  salary.  1  don't  care  how  tight  you 
draw  tne  strings,  but  1  say  pay  the  Treasurer  a 
proper  salary. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  believe  the  keynote  has 
beeD  struck  by  Alderman  O'Brien.  I  believe  our 
whole  financial  system  is  a  Action.  We  are  now 
beginning  at  the  wrong  end.  The  Treasurer  is 
simply  the  custodian  of  money.  He  requires  ordi- 
nary ability  in  the  care  of  his  accounts  and 
honesty  in  himself  and  his  subordinates.  But  of 
all  thines,  that  officer  should  be  protected  by  the 
Auditing  or  comptrolling  department.  It  is  so 
with  all  great  corporations  where  large  sums  of 
money  are  bandied.  It  is  due  to  every  official  who 
bandies  money,  and  bis  subordinates  for  whom  be 
is  responsible,  that  he  be  protected,  and  that  pro- 
tection can  come  only  by  a  thorough  system  of  ex- 
amination of  account". "  The  Auditor  shouia  come 
in  at  all  times  and  at  any  time,  and  see  how  the  ac- 
counts are  kept, what  vouchers  are  there,  and  that 
the  cash  on  hand  is  cash  on  band.  But  it  appears 
that  from  the  manner  In  which  the  finances  ut  the 
city  of  Boston  have  been  run  and  the  glaring 
looseness  in  the  accounting  department,  we  have 
been  without  any  responsibility  In  any  depart- 
ment. It  required  a  man  to  run  away  before  you 
awoke  to  discover  that  you  had  been  robbed  for 
years.  That,  I  say,  was  the  duty  of  your  account- 
ing department  to  know  and  prevent.  If  your 
subordinates  knew  that  at  any  hour  your  account- 
ing officer  would  come  in  to  examine  your  ac- 
counts they  would  be  more  careful.  You  have 
a  periodical  examination  by  a  committee  com- 
posed of  members  of  the  City  Government,  who 
are  better  politicians  than  accountants;  they  may 
go  out  and  hire  an  expert.  But  that  expert 
should  be  the  Auditor  or  Comptroller  of  the  city. 
That  is  the  place  lor  your  high  salary.  That  is  the 
place  where  you  want  brains.  The  Treasurer  is 
simply  the  custodian  of  money.  I  do  not  believe 
that  high  salaries  insures  honesty.  On  the  other 
hand  they  make  men  careles-.  The  fact  that  our 
Treasurer  has  been  unfortunate  in  one  of  bis  sub- 
ordinates is  no  reason  why  his  successor  should 
be  rewarded  by  a  higb  salary.  I  admit  that 
he  was  careless,  but  it  was  brought  about  by  the 
)0'js<?Less  of  the  system.  It  appears  as  if  your 
Auditor  has  shirked  responsibilities  in  the  past. 
What  your  Auditor  audited  God  only  knows. 
There  seems  to  be  a  system  of  going  over  the  ac- 
counts and  examining  bills  from  across  the 
Street,  which  any  cleric  can  do.  It  requires  no 
special  talent  or  brains  to  go  over  those  accounts 
and  see  if  the  footings  are  correct,  and  there  is 
an  appropriation  to  cover  the  expenditure.  I 
claim  that  what  you  want  in  your  Auditor's  De- 
partment is  the  control  of  the  large  payments  of 
money  by  all  disbursing  officers.  Where  is  your 
responsibility,  I  would  like  to  know?  We  have 
au  Auditor  who  has  grown  gray  in  the  business; 
he  has  done  what  bis  duty  requires  of  him  and  no 
more.  But  it  is  the  fault  or  tne  system  and  not 
of  the  Auditor.  If  the  gentleman  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  another  department  by  a  system  of  log- 
rolling which  lias  been  going  on  about 
City  Hall  for  month-,  it  is  no  reason 
wby  a  change  should  be  made  in  the  sal- 
ary. It  was  not  by  the  solicitation  of  the  City 
Council  that  the  change  has  been  made.  I  do 
not  see  wby  the  salary  for  the  Treasurer  for  tbis 
month  should  be  more  tbau  it  was  last  mouth. 
Honesty  does  not  change.  I  admit  tbat  it  is 
more  difficult  to  procure  high  bonds  alter  a  defal- 
cation in  a  department;  but  that  is  the  business 
of  tbe  gentleman  who  seeks  the  office.  I  do  not 
believe  in  splitting  small  sums,  an  am  willing  to 
vote  tbat  tbe  Treasurer  shall  receive  tbe  same 
salary  tbat  he  has  received  in  tbe  past — $5000.  I 
think  tbat  $5000  is  a  very  liberal  salary  for  a  man 
to  have  trom  any  public  source.  If  au  additional 
salary  of  $1000  is  provided  for  by  ordinance,  so 
much  tbe  better  for  the  incumbent.  I  am  willing 
to  vote  that  be  should  have  $5000  as  Treasurer 
and  $1000  additional  as  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking 
Funds.  1  tbink  tbese  will  be  tbe  figures  tbat  we 
shall  come  to. 

Alderman  Wbitten— Tbere  bass  been  a  great  deal 
said  about  tbe  neglect  of  duties  by  tbe  Auditor, 
and— 


Alderman  Haldeman— I  did  not  say  anything 
about  tbe  neglect  of  duty  by  tbe  Auditor. 

Alderman  Whitren— 1  am  not  here  to  defend  the 
Auditor,  but  I  would  like  to  know  of  some  one 
who  is  conversant  with  tbese  matters  whether  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  Auditor  to  go  into  any  or  all  of 
tbe  departments  and  go  through  their  books,  and 
whether  the  Treasurer  could  not  say  it  is  none  of 
his  business.  Then  in  regard  to  what  experts  can 
do.  I  would  like  to  know  what  expert  can  pre- 
veut  a  man  employed  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment from  taking  ten,  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand 
dollars  any  time?  Those  are  some  of  tbe  risks 
that  the  Treasurer  takes.  Many  of  tbe  cor- 
porations pay  their  treasurers  five  or  ten 
thousand  dollars  where  the  responsibilities  do 
not  begin  to  compare  with  those  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  because  he  is  personally 
responsible  for  all  this  money  coming  through 
his  hands  and  the  hands  of  bis  subordinates.  Of 
course  no  sucb  system  as  signing  check  in  blank 
would  ever  be  in  vogue  again.  But  still  there  is 
an  opportunity  to  take  any  quantity.  Large  sums 
of  money  are  paid  in  during  the  year  from  the 
Collector's  Department,  and  I  should  like  to 
know  what  there  is  to  prevent  a  man  having  the 
confidence  of  his  employer  from  stealing  every 
day.  It  is  just  as  it  is  in  insurance.  Where  we 
take  a  large  risk  we  have  to  pay  more. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Tbe  cashier  of  the  Custom 
House  handles  nearly  three  times  as  much  money 
as  our  City  Treasurer,  and  he  receives  $3000  a 
year,  and  gives  a  bond  of  $75,000.  He  has  to  ac- 
count tor  everything  that  passes  through  bis 
bands.  The  gentleman  is  wrong  in  stating  tbat  1 
reflected  upon  the  Auditor's  Department.  1  say 
it  is  not  an  Auditor's  Department.  The  Auditor 
knows  nothing  about  tne  different  accounts  of  the 
other  departments.  This  is  no  new  thing  with 
me,  Mr.  Chairman.  Nearly  a  year  ago  I  tried  to 
impress  upon  the  City  Council  the  necessity  of 
making  the  Auditor's  Department  what  it  should 
be,  and  I  will  read  what  I  then  considered  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  Auditor: 

'City  of  Boston. 

"In  Board  of  Aldermen,  I 
"  Nov.  29,  1880.       ) 
"Ordinance  to  Amend  an  Ordinance  in  Relation 

to  Finance. 
"Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

'Amend  section  5  of  the  ordinance  in  relation 
to  Finance  by  inserting  after  the  word  'decision' 
in  the  twenty-first  line  the  following:  It  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  to  examine 
once  every  three  iuo"ths,  and  oftener  if  he  deems 
it  expedient,  tbe  books  aud  accounts  of  tbe  City 
and  Couuty  Treasurer,  and  report  the  result  of 
Said  examination  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

"Section  lOot  saidoroinance  is  hereby  reoealed, 
and  the  lolloping  enacted  in  place  thereof: 

"Sect.  10.  The  City  and  County  Treasurer  shall 
submit  to  the  City  Council  a  monthly  statement, 
giving  in  detail  the  amount  of  money  received  by 
him,  and  from  what  sources,  aud  the  amount  dis- 
bursed, and  for  what  purposes.  His  books  and 
accounts  shall  be  open  at  all  times  to  the  exami- 
nation of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  and  be  shall 
afford  all  necessary  facilities  for  such  examina- 
tion." 

I  offered  that  ordinance  in  this  Board  last  No- 
vember, and  it  was  voted  down.  It  was  sent  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  the  Auditor's  De- 
partment did  not  want  to  take  a  responsibility  of 
tbat  kind  ou  its  shoulders.  They  don't  want  re- 
sponsibility in  tbat  department.  I  tried  to  force 
the  responsibilty  on  them,  but  did  not  succeed. 
But  I  believe  it  would  have  been  far  better  for 
tbe  City  Council  to  have  passed  an  order  like 
that,  because  it  would  have  made  our  Auditor's, 
Treasurer's  and  Collector's  departments  com- 
plete.   This  idea  is  nothing  new  with  me. 

Alderman  Wbitten— I  did  n't  know,  when  the 
Alderman  first  spoke  of  tbat,  but  that  it  was 
something  he  had  conceived  of  belore  tbe  defalca- 
tion took  place.  There  has  been  no  defalcation 
since  this  order  was  offered.  It  may  have  been  a 
very  good  order,  but  I  don't  see  whv  the  Auditor 
or  the  Auditor's  Department  bad  anything  to  do 
with  the  defalcation. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  wish  to  protest  against 
the  imputation  that  I  charged  the  Auditor  with 
neglect  of  duty,  or  that  he  has  not  faithfully  per- 
formed all  the  duties  assigned  him.  It  is  tbe  sys- 
tem that  I  condemn  and  protest  against.  That  is, 
we  have  an  Auditor  who  does  not  audit.  There  is 
no  responsibility  attached  to  tbe  office.  1  hope  the 
Aldermen  will  not  think  I  am  speaking  of  the  in- 
dividual, when   I  am  sneaking  of  the  office.     1 


4=3  V5 


BOARD       OF       ALDERMEN, 


have  a  high  respect  for  Mr.  Turner,  and  believe 
he  has  carried  out  the  letter  of  the  law,  but  has 
gone  no  further.  I  claim  that  the  present  system 
is  a  fiction,  and  the  Auditor  is  nothing  but  a  fig- 
urehead placed  here  to  draw  a  large  salary  without 
responsibility.  It  is  the  greatest  sinecure  in  the 
gift  of  the  City  Government.  There  is  no  more 
responsibility  attached  to  tlur  office  than  there  is 
to  an  ordinary  clerkship.  I  think  today  that  the 
chief  clerk  is  the  most  important  man  in"the  office. 
The  Auditor  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  show  his 
presence  and  digniry  at  alt  times,  and  maintain 
discipline  and  decorum  in  the  office.  It  is  simply 
clerical  work  of  going  through  figures  and  seeing 
that  they  are  straight.  But  when  you  come  to  strike 
at  the  large  disbursements  of  the  city  of  Boston 
your  Auditor  don't  know  anything  about  them. 
There  is  something  wrong  with  the  system.  Of 
course  I  speak  of  it  as  I  find  it.  It  is  unjust  to 
the  Treasurer  that  there  should  be  no  check  such 
as  there  would  be  by  the  Auditor  coming  down  at 
all  times  to  examine  the  accounts.  I  admit  that 
it  will  not  prevent  a  man  from  absconding  with 
money.  Those  are  not  the  risks  we  are  providing 
for.  We  are  all  liable  tor  theft.  It  is  this  manipu- 
lating of  the  accounts,  quietly  stealing  and  cover- 
ing it  over,  charging  off  something  to  this  and 
falsifying  the  figures,— that  is  where  your  Au- 
ditor should  come  in.  You  have  no  business  to 
have  money  coming  in  the  shape  in  which  it  can 
be  stolen.  Your  Treasurer  is  not  supposed  to 
keep  a  large  amount  of  money  in  his  office.  It  is 
the  manipulation  of  accounts  by  rogues  that  we 
wish  to  prevent.  Under  the  present  system,  it 
was  an  absolute  absconding  that  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  City  Government  to  the  defalcation. 
It  is  in  the  Auditing  Department  where  we  want 
brains,  talent,  education  and  experience.  I  think 
the  Treasurer  is  of  very  little  account  beyond 
that  of  an  ordinary  honest  man,  who  can  look  af- 
ter his  clerks,  have  a  watchful  eye  upon  them, 
and  see  that  discipline  is  maintained. 

Alderman  Whitten— 1  am  not  here  to  defend 
the  Auditor,  as  I  said  before,  and  that  question 
is  not  before  us.  But  if  it  had  ever  happened 
that  the  Alderman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat 
had  a  bill  which  he  wanted  paid,  and  which  was 
not  right,  I  think  he  would  have  run  against  a 
snag  if  he  had  gone  down  to  Mr.  Turner  with  it. 
Of  course  we  all  differ  in  regard  to  the  Burrill 
claim,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  claim  would  have 
been  paid  long  ago  had  it  not  been  for  Mr.  Turner. 
Of  course  he  has  saved  the  city  of  Boston  $40,000 
up  to  the  present  time.  I  think  we  should  have 
a  Treasurer  with  some  brains,  and  that  he  ought 
to  have  brains  enough  to  do  his  business  in 
such  a  wav  that  people  cannot  take  advantage  of 
him.  Beyond  that,  no  one  can  prevent  stealing. 
You  cannot  deposit  money  in  banks  after  certain 
hours,  and  I  suppose  that  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars  have  to  be  kept  here  over  night,  and  it 
cannot  be  helped. 

Alderman  O'Brien — The  Alderman  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat  fails  to  recognize  the  fact  that  the 
irregularities  and  stealings  went  on  for  five,  ten 
or  fifteen  years,  and  there  was  no  check  to  them 
whatever.  That  is  the  idea  which  the  Alderman 
opposite  wants  to  call  your  attention  to.  There 
was  no  check  upon  these  stealings  in  the  financial 
department.  It  is  useless  to  talk  about  a  system 
which  has  been  so  imperfect  as  this  one  has  been 
for  the  past  fifteen  years. 

Alderman  Whitten— There  is  no  question  but 
what  the  system  was  at  fault;  still,  I  do  not  know 
as  that  had  anything  to  do  with  the  Auditor. 
There  were  two  independent  bodies— the  sinking 
funds  and  the  treasury,— and  by  keeping  separate 
bank  accounts  and  having  the  same  treasurer  and 
examining  those  accounts  at  different  times,  an 
opportunity  was  given  for  stealing,  which  was 
taken  advantage  of  by  Mr.  Woodward  by  trading 
back  and  forth  from  one  account  to  another.  I 
do  not  believe  iu  saying  anything  against  a  man 
when  he  is  in  trouble,  but  of  course  it  was  caused 
by  having  checks  signed  in  blank.  That  was  the 
fault  of  the  Treasurer,  and  nobody  else.  I  have 
been  informed  that  he  was  requested  not  to  do  it, 
but  he  continued  to  do  so,  and  the  result  we  all 
know. 

Alderman  Hersey  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  to  fix  the  salary  at  $6500  for  Treas  - 
urer  and  $1000  for  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
was  adopted— yeas  8,  nays  4. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Breck,  Caldwell,  Frost,  Her- 
sey, Slade,  Tucker,  Viles,  Whitten— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Curtis,  Haldeman,  O'Brien, 
Wool  ley— 4. 

The     order   fixing   the    Treasurer's   salary   as 


amended,  was  then  passed,  and  the  Chair  an- 
nounced the  question  to  be  upon  the  substitute 
for  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Salaries  (City 
Doc.  75)  offered  by  Alderman  O'Brien. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  will  merely  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Board  to  the  fact  that  the  substitute 
merely  makes  the  changes  required  in  some  of 
the  departments  for  additional  cierk  hire,  and 
leaves  the  salaries  just  as  they  were  last  year 
without  any  cbanee. 

Alderman  Slade— The  Alderman's  substitute  is 
the  same  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Sal- 
aries, so  far  as  the  principal  city  officers  are  con- 
cerned, and  provides  for  the  new  arrangement  in 
the  City  Solicitor's  Department,  which  I  shall 
vote  for.  I  think  some  nf  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments ought  to  have  their  salaries  increased,  and 
I  hope  we  shall  go  through  the  report.  I  ask  to 
have  the  City  Solicitor's  salary  taken  up. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  will  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment if  the  Board  wish  to  discuss  all  the  items" 
but  it  will  take  us  several  sessions  to  complete 
them.  I  see  one  section  of  the  substitute  which  I 
should  certainly  be  unwilling  to  vote  for  now, 
after  fixing  the  Treasurer's  salary  at  §6500  and 
$1000  for  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  I  should 
be  ashamed  after  doing  that  to  vote  a  salary 
of  $4000  to  our  City  Clerk,  or  $4000  to 'our 
Collector.  $2800  to  our  Superintendent  of 
Lamps;  $3500  to  the  Superintendent  of  Streets, 
who  has  to  employ  a  thousand  men  and  expend  a 
million  a  year;  $2500  to  our  City  Messenger,  whu 
has  to  come  here  early  in  the  morning  and  stay 
late  at  night,  and  is  not  relieved  of  work  even  on 
Sundays.  You  have  fixed  a  standard  for  us  to  go 
by,  and  now  I  am  ready  to  go  over  the  salary  list 
and  vote  proper  salaries  to  other  men  as  well  as 
our  favored  Treasurer. 

Alderman  Whitten— The  fixing  of  the  salary  of 
the  City  Treasurer  should  make  no  difference 
with  the  others.  The  Alderman  will  have  an  op- 
portunity to  make  it  right.  I  agree  with  the  Al- 
derman that  the  City  Clerk  is  underpaid  for  a  man 
who  fulfils  the  duties  of  his  office  a*  he  does.  I  don' t 
know  but  that  others  ought  to  be  increased,  but  I 
don't  think  we  ought  to  go  into  a  promiscuous 
raising  of  salaries  simply  because  we  have  voted 
to  increase  the  salary  of  a  man  who  has  taken  a 
dangerous  position  and  is  obliged  to  give  heavy 
bonds. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  have  also  here  in  hand  an 
order  asking  for  a  convention  with  the  Common 
Council  to  fix  the  salary  of  the  Mayor,  which  has 
not  been  fixed  for  seventeen  years.  You  have 
fixed  your  standard,  now  let  us  go  into  the  whole 
bill. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  Board  took 
np  so  much  of  City  Document  75  as  relates  to  the 
Law  Department,  being  section  1  on  page  2. 

Corporation  Counsel,  $5000;  City  Solicitor, 
$4000;  Assistant  City  Solicitors  and  Conveyancers, 
$2500  each;  City  Solicitor's  Clerk,  $1500. 

Alderman  O'Brien— 1  believe  the  salary  of  the 
Citv  Collector  ought  to  be  increased,  after  we  have 
fixed  the  standard  that  we  have  for  Treasurer. 
The  Mayor  is  at  the  head  of  our  Government,  and 
ouerht  to  be  paid  a  higher  salary  than  any  other 
officer.  He  is  more  than  a  figurehead.  Look  at 
the  Statutes  and  Ordinances  and  see  what  respon- 
sibilities rest  upon  him.  He  ought  to  be  paid 
salary  enough  to  make  him  independent.  The 
City  Treasurer,  City  Solicitor,  City  Clerk,  City 
Collector,  and  City  Engineer  ought  to  be  placed 
under  one  standard,  their  responsibilities  being 
about  equal.  If  you  give  one  $6500,  ynu  ought  to 
give  the  same  salary  to  the  others.  If  you  reward 
the  faithful  services  of  one  officer,  you  caunot 
ignore  the  long  and  faithful   services  of  another. 

Alderman  Whitteu— Do  I  understand  the  Alder- 
man to  say  that  all  these  officers  whose  names  he 
has  mentioned  have  equal  responsibilities? 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  do. 

Alderman  Whitten— What  risk  does  the  City 
Solicitor  take?  He  is  a  man  of  brains,  and  gives 
opinions,  but  he  has  his  time  to  earn  money  out- 
side as  he  pleases,  which  I  do  not  understand  the 
Treasurer  does.  I  don't  understand  that  the 
Mayor  gives  heavy  bonds  or  assumes  any  respon- 
sibilities whatever.  Of  course  he  should  be  a 
man  of  brains,  and  is,  as  we  all  know.  But  if  we 
have  made  a  mistake  and  paid  the  Treasurer  too 
much,  why  should  we  be  forced  to  make  the 
same  mistake  with  every  other  person  employed 
by  the  City  Government  ?  If  the  Alderman  was 
right  when  he  brought  in  his  salary  bill  it  is 
right  now,  and  why  don't  he  stick  to  it?  We 
should  take  hold  of  this  in  a  fair  spirit. 

Alderman  O'Brien— All  I  desire  is  to  make  the 
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Aldermen  consistent.  Tne  gentleman  speaks  of 
brains.  The  brains  in  tbe  City  Solicitor's,  City 
Engineer's  and  City  Clerk's  departments  are  just 
as  valuable  to  tbe'city  of  Boston  as  is  integrity 
and  honesty  in  tbe  Treasury  Department;  besides 
I  can  give  you  precedents."  There  is  not  a  ctty  in 
ntry  that  does  not  pay  its  City  Engineer 
and  City  Solicitor  more  salary  than  they  pay  their 
City  Treasurers,  because  the  position  requires 
brains,  while  it  requires  no  particular  brains  to 
fill  the  Treasurer's  office.  You  cannot  name  a 
public  treasurer  in  this  or  any  other  State  who 
receives  such  a  high  salary  as  that  you  have  fixed 
today. 

Alderman  Hersey- 1  aeree  with  the  gentleman 
that  some  salaries,  perhaps  that  of  the  City  Engi- 
neer, are  too  low,  but  in  addition  to  all  these  re- 
sponsibilities, the  City  Treasurer  is  the  custodian 
of  money,  a  responsibility  that  do  others  have, 
and,  therefore,  when  you  place  him  in  tne  same 
category  you  do  wrong,  tt  is  pretty  evident  that 
a  man  of  more  than  usual  brains  is  needed  in  the 
Treasury  Department,  from  the  fact  that  for  the 
last  few  years  stealings  have  been  allowed  to  go 
on  there. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  wish  to  call  attention  to 
the  following  facts:  The  Committee  on  Streets 
advertised  for  proposals  for  filling  and  extending 
HuntiDgton  avenue,  and  the  lowest  bid  was  $7.75 
per^quare,  which  was  excessive.  By  advice  of  Mr. 
Wighttaan,  the  City  Engineer,  these  bids  were 
rejected,  and  he  today  made  a  contract  with  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company  to  fill  for 
$4.25  per  square,  making  an  aggregate  saving  of 
about  $18,000  He  saved  $3000  on  the  Broadway 
Bridge  the  other  day,  and  in  a  business  point 
alone  he  will  save  the  city  not  less  than  $40,000 
this  year.  That  is  the  kind  of  a  man  I  like  to  see 
paid  a  good  salary — a  man  of  brains,  whose  ad- 
vice is  valuable. 

Alderman  Tucker— Will  the  gentleman  please 
state  his  authority  for  that? 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  stated  it  on  my  own  au- 
thority. The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Streets  can  contradict  me  if  it  is  necessary. 

Alderman  Tucker — 1  think  I  am  comoetent  to 
state  something  about  that,  as  I  am  on"  the  com- 
mittee. I  know  somebody  else  had  something  to 
do  with  it— the  Superintendent  of  Streets  and  the 
Committee  on  Paving. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  am  ready  to  go  upon 
record  and  declare  that  the  standard  of  brains 
and  responsibility  required  in  the  Treasurer's 
and  Auditor's  Department  is  less  than  in  aDy 
other  department  of  the  city  of  Boston  as  now 
constituted.  The  petty  stealings  that  the  system 
has  allowed  to  go  on  "do  Dot  amount  to  anything 
in  comparison  with  what  might  be  done  through 
the  mismanagement  of  the  heads  of  departments. 
Take  the  system  of  improved  sewerage,  for  in- 
stance; what  enormous  expenditures  there  are 
there  when  compared  with  the  peculations  in  the 
Treasury  Department.  I  had  occasion,  a  few 
months  ago,  to  agitate  the  question  of  the  Cor- 
Jir.B  engines.  I  mean  to  say  that  the  City  En- 
gineer in  that  act  threw  away  more  money  than 
all  the  peculations  in  the  Treasury  Department. 
That  is  the  place  to  put  your  high  salaries,  and 
not  upon  your  Treasurer,  who  has  mere- 
ly tbe  care  of  dollars  and  cents.  It 
is  in  such  large  contracts  that  brains  and  charac- 
ter are  demanded.  I  believe  tiiat  our  City  Engi- 
neer and  Superintendents  should  be  paid  the 
highest  grade  of  salaries,  and  that  the  Auditor 
and  Treasurer  are  secondary  men  as  the  svstem 
now  stands. 

Alderman  O'Brien  offered  to  withdraw  his 
amendment  if  the  Board  desired  to  go  through 
the  bill. 

Alderman  Hersey  objected,  thinking  it  could  be 
acted  upon  ana  time  saved. 

Alderman  Whitten  thought  that  they  coula  act 
upon  such  matters  as  they  were  agreed  upon,  and 
increase  6uch  salaries  as  were  necessary. 

Alderman  O'Brien  moved,  in  order  to  main- 
tain the  standard  fixed  by  the  Board,  that  the 
salary  of  the  Corporation  Counsel  be  $0500,  the 
City  Solicitor  (5000,  and  the  others  in  the  depart- 
ment increased  in  proportion. 

The  amendment  was  lost— yeas  2,  nays  10— Al- 
dermen Haldeman  and  O'Brien  voting  yea. 

Section  1,  on  page  2  of  Document  75  was  then 
adopted. 

Alderman  Blade  said  be  agreed  with  tbe  rest 
of  the  orders  in  the  document,  and  suggested 
that  tbey  be  acted  upon,  and  then  the  other  sala- 
ries could  be  looked  over  at  tne  leisure  of  tbe 
members. 


Alderman  O'Brien— There  is  one  thing  I  seri- 
ously object  to.  Section  1  fixes  the  salary  of  the 
City  Clerk  at  $4000  per  annum.  I  remember 
three  or  four  years  ago,  when  times  were  hard, 
when  taxes  were  difficult  to  pay,  and  when  the 
question  of  economy  came  up  for  consideration 
in  the  City  Government,  the  City  Clerk  came  be- 
fore the  committee  and  asked  that  his  salary  be 
reduced  to  $4000  per  annum.  No  other  bead  of  a 
department  came  forward  and  asked  for  a  reduc- 
tion of  his  salary.  I  think  the  committee  did 
wrong  in  listening  to  him,  and  they  were  not  con- 
sistent in  doing  so.  They  ought  to  have  paid  him 
the  salary  be  had  previously  been  paid.  In  jus- 
tice to  him,  and  in  justice  to  the  city  of  Boston, 
whom  he  has  served  so  faithfully,  I  now  move  that 
the  salary  of  the  City  Clerk  be  increased  to  $5000 
per  year.  After  fixing  the  salary  of  the  Treas- 
urer at  $0500,  f  think  we  ought  to  give  the  City 
Clerk  an  equal  salary.  If  we  do  not  want  to  do 
that,  there  16  one  thing  we  ought  to  do,  and  that 
is  restore  the  salary  where  it  was  two  or  three 
years  ago. 

The  City  Clerk— If  the  Board  will  allow  me  to 
say  a  word  about  that — I  do  not  wi»nt  any  in- 
crease in  my  salary.  If  one  gentleman's  salary  is 
increased,  that  is  no  reason  why  mine  should  be. 
I  am  satisfied  with  my  salary. 

Alderman  Frost— I  can  hardly  see  why  we 
should  have  so  much  wraDgliog  about  this  matter 
of  salaries.  If  we  have  fixed  oue  salary  too  high 
it  is  no  reason  why  eveiy  salary  should  be  fixed 
too  high.  The  committee  made  a  report  a  long 
time  ago.  The  geiitieman  who  has  made  so  much 
talk  tonight  came  down  from  the  chair  and 
criticised  that  report  very  sharply,  as  you  all 
recollect,  and  at  the  next  meeting  he  offered  a 
substitute  which  was  virtually  the  same  as 
the  salary  bill  with  only  three  exceptions.  On 
looking  over  some  matters  the  committee  thought 
that  perhaps  he  was  nearer  right  than  they  were, 
and  were  satisfied  to  have  bis  bill  passed.  Since 
then  some  elections  have  disturbed  us  very  much 
and  the  whole  matter  of  salaries  seems  to  be  up- 
set. The  Alderman  who  offered  the  substitute 
now  fights  it  item  by  item.  I  can  see  no  consis- 
tency in  such  action.  I  hope  we  will  finish  up 
this  matter  in  some  way,  but  I  do  not  see  the 
necessity  for  raising  every  man's  salary  in  City 
Hall,  especially  when  tbey  don't  ask  for  it  and 
refuse  to  receive  it,  merely  because  one  man's 
salary  has  been  made  too  high. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  deny  again  that  this  is  my 
report.  In  order  to  facilitate  business,  I  took  the 
changes  made  by  the  committee  and  drew  orders 
with  the  necessary  additional  allowances  for  clerk 
hire.  I  do  not  think  it  is  out  of  place  to  discuss 
salaries.  The  gentleman  may  call  it  wrangling, 
but  I  feel  that  I  am  doing  my  duty  in  talking  out 
plainly  about  this  I  usiness.  Every  salary  in  the 
City  Government  ought  to  be  discussed.  We  pay 
some  salaries  ridiculously  low,  but  others  are 
ridiculously  high,  and  the  whole  thing  ought  to 
be  gone  over  thoroughly. 

Alderman  Frost— Did  not  the  Alderman  statft 
publicly  that  he  requested  the  Clerk  of  Commit- 
tees to  draw  this  bill  ? 

Alderman  O'Brien — Certainly. 

Alderman  Frost—  Did  he  not  move  to  substitute 
it  for  the  report  of  the  committee? 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  certainly  did. 

Alderman  Frost— That  is  all  I  have  to  say. 

Alderman  Slade— If  we  adopt  so  much  of  tne 
substitute  as  is  embiaced  in  the  report  of  the 
committee,  I  shall  be  glad  of  it,  and  we  shall  have 
got  along  wi.h  so  much  work. 

The  motion  to  amend  so  as  to  make  the  City 
Clerk's  salary  $5000  was  adopted-9  for.  0  against. 

Alderman  Slade— I  move  the  adoption  of  the 
balance  of  the  bill,  as  printed  in  City   Doc.  75. 

Alderman  Viles— I  hope  that  motion  will  be 
adopted.  I  do  not  think  the  Board  is  in  any 
mood  to  adopt  the  remainder  of  the  salary  bill 
tonight.  If  any  member  knows  of  an  officer 
whom  he  thinks  is  not  receiving  enough  salary, 
he  can  bring  the  matter  forward  afterward,  and 
we  can  discuss  it  on  its  merits. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Slade,  to  adopt  the  re- 
mainder of  the   bill  in  City  Doc.  75,  was  adopted. 

Further  consideration  of  the  subject  was  spe- 
cially assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 

Alderman  O'Brien  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Com- 
mon Council  proposing  a  convention  of  both 
branches  of  the  City  Council  on  Thursday,  the 
14th  day  of  July  next,  at  eight  o'clock  P.  M.,  for 
tbe  purpose  of  determining  the  salary  to  be  paid 
to  the  Mayor  for  the  next  municipal  year. 
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Aldermau  O'Brien — The  salary  of  the  Mayor 
was  fixed  in  1864,  seventeen  years  ago.  This  order 
is  for  a  convention  to  take  into  consideration  the 
requirements  of  the  City  Charter  and  fix  the  sala- 
ry of  the  Mayor  for  some  years  to  come. 

Alderman  Slade—1  hope  that  order  will  belaid 
upon  the  table.  I  do  not  want  to  vote  for  it  to- 
night. 

Alderman  Whitten— 1  would  ask  Alderman 
O'Brien  if  there  is  any  precedent  for  the  new  ar- 
rangement lie  proposes  to  go  into. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  gave  the  Alderman  the 
precfdenr.  In  1864  both  branches  met  together 
and  fixed  the  salary  of  the  Mayor.  It  has  re- 
mained stationary  for  the  past  seventeen  years. 
We  have  annexed  Brighton,  Charlestown,  West 
Roxbury  and  other  outlying  sections,  and  his  re- 
sponsibilities have  been  largely  increased. 

Alderman  'Whitten — The  gentleman  misunder- 
stood me.  I  meant  in  regard  to  whether  cities  of 
similar  size  were  paying  mose  salary  to  their 
mayors  than  we  are. 

The  order  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis,  it  was  voted 
that  when  the  Board  adjourn,  it  be  to  July  5,  at 
four  o'clock  P.  M. 

THE  OFFICIAL    REPORT. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  have  been  informed 
that  the  contract  for  making  and  publishing  the 
official  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  City 
Council  has  been  awarded  to  the  Evening  Travel- 
ler, and  that  we  are  to  have  a  change  of  report- 
er.    I  respectfully  offer  the  followine: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  members  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  be  extended  to  W.  O. 
Robson  for  the  skilful  and  intelligent  manner 
in  which  he  has  performed  his  duty  of  reporting 
the  proceedings  of  the  sessions  of  this  Board  for 
publication  in  the  Evening  Transcript. 

Passed. 

PUBLIC  VACCINATION. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  find  the  following  adver- 
tisement in  the  Transcript: 


"PUBLIC  VACCINATION. 

"The  Board  of  Health  of  Boston  having  adver- 
tised that  'Pure  Animal  Virus'  is  used  in  the  free 
public  vaccination  now  carried  on  in  this  city, 
without  indicating  the  source  of  supply,  a  very 
general  impression  naturally  prevails  that  the 
virus  is  obtained  from  me. 

"I  therefore  consider  it  necessary  to  state  dis- 
tinctly that  I  do  not  furnish  a  particle  ot  the  vi- 
rus used  by  the  Board  of  Health,  and  am  not  to 
be  held  accountable  for  anything  that  may  result 
from  its  use.  Henry  A.  Martin,  M.  D." 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  state  that  Henry 
A.  Martin  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished  experts 
on  vaccination  in  the  world.  I  do  not  limit  him 
to  this  country.  He  has  given  more  time  and  at- 
tention to  it  than  any  other  man,  and  his  being 
overlooked  in  his  own  city  is  something  I  can 
scarcely  account  for.  I  therefore  offer  the  fol- 
lowing order: 

Ordered,  That  tire  Board  of  Health  be  re- 
quested to  inform  the  City  Council  where  and 
from  whom  the  virus  used  in  their  public  vacci- 
nations is  obtained. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

BALLOT  BOXES. 

Alderman  Whitten  presented  a  petition  signed 
by  Francis  B.  riayes,  A.  H.  Rice,  Thomas  L. 
Jenks,  John  C.  Ropes  and  others,  requesting  a 
public  hearing  on  the  matter  of  ballot-boxes  ^>w 
under  consideration  by  the  Board. 

Alderman  Whitten  moved  its  reference  to  the 
Special  Committee  on  Ballot  Boxes. 

Alderman  Viles — I  hardly  know  what  could  be 
done  at  a  public  hearing  on  that  subject.  The 
committee  have  had  two  kinds  of  boxes  before 
them,  and  have  invited  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to 
examine  them.  I  hardly  know  how  they  could  be 
demonstrated  at  a  public  hearing,  or  what  bene- 
fit it  would  be  to  demonstrate  them  at  a  public 
hearing. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ballot  Boxes. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Tucker,  and 
stood  adiourhed  to  July  5. 
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Regular  meeting  at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M.,  Andrew  J. 
Bailey,  president,  in  the  chair. 

By  direction  of  the  president,  the  roll  was  called, 
with  the  following  result: 

Present  —  Bailey,  Barry,  Beal,  Bigelow,  Boyle, 
Briuibecom,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Connell,  Cotton,  Uenney, 
J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell,  Fist, 
Freeman,  Gove,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Loyell,  Ma- 
guire,  McNamara,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Murphy, 
JParkman.  Pratt,  Pray,  Rogors,  Rosnosky,  Smith, 
Teevan,  Viles,  Walsh,  Wheeler,  Whitmore,  Wil- 
liams. 

Absent — Bartlett,  Bowker,  Brown, Child,  H.  Olapp, 
Conlin,  Costello,  Croora,  Daly,  Dana,  Devlin,  C.  F. 
Doherty,  Fitzpatrick,  Forrt,Folan,  Greenough,  Har- 
ding, Huntress,  Lauten,  Matthews,  McCormick,  J. 
A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  Meins,  P.  Mor- 
rison, Pope,  Powers,  Quigley,  Swan,  Wakefield, 
Welch. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDEBEEW. 

Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 

Order  for  Board  of  Health  to  report  where  the 
virus  used  in  free  public  vaccination  is  obtained. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

An  order  that,  daring  recess,  the  Committee  on 
Survey,  etc.,  of  Buildings  be  authorized  to  issue  per- 
mits for  the  erec  ion  of  wooden  buildings  exceeding 
the  size  of  the  limits  prescribed. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon  its 


Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21 — It  may  be  a  small  point  to 
raise,  but  I  would  like  to  have  some  explanation  of 
the  order. 

The  President— The  chair  is  informed  that  it  is  the 
usual  order  to  Dass  at  tbis  time  of  the  year,  so  that 
tbere  may  be  no  delav  in  granting  permits  for  the 
erection  of  buildings  exc  edingthe  legal  dimensions 
during  the  recess  of  the  City  Council.  The  usual 
form  is  to  have  a  report  and  an  order  parsed.  If  this 
order  is  not  passed  permits  for  the  erection  of  build- 
ngs  cannot  be  given  during  the  recess. 

Mr.  Piatt—  I  understand  it  is  to  give  permission  to 
erect  wooden  buildings  contrary  to  law. 

The  President — It  is  for  buildings  exceeding  the 
limits  prescribed  by  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Pratt — My  memory  is  so  bad  that  I  cannot  re- 
collect any  good  reason  for  nassing  this  order.  I 
should  like  to  hear  some  good  reason. 

Mr.  Wliitmore  of  Ward  12— In  the  absence  of  any 
response  fron.  the  Committee  ou  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings  I  will  sav  that  th'S  subject  came 
before  the  Committee  od  Ordinances  a  month  ago 
on  a  proposition  to  change  the  ordinance  so  as  to  al- 
low the  committee  to  grant  such  permits.  They 
found  it  had  always  been  the  custom  to  pass  such  an 
order  year  after  year,  to  take  effect  during  the  va- 
cation, but  th».y  declined  to  make  the  custom  per- 
manent by  incorporating  it  into  the  ordinance.  The 
ordinance  refers  to  the  erection  of  wooden  buildings 
outside  of  what  are  known  as  the  building  limits. 
The  building  law  does  not  apply  to  them,  bat  the 
City  Council  have  charge  of  prescribing  rules 
for  the  erection  of  wooden  buildings  beyond  the 
leeral  dimensions  in  such  districts,  and  have  reserved 
the  power  of  from  time  to  time  amending  the  ordin- 
ance orsuspendine  its  operations.  The  customary  rou- 
tine has  been  for  an  application  to  erect  a  building 
larger  than  the  ordinance  allows  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 
As  for  instance,  if  any  one  wished  to  erect  a  wooden 
building  100  feet  square  on  a  wharf  in  South  Boston, 
they  would  report  an  order  authorizirg  the  granting 
of  the  permit,  and  that  is  reqaired  to  be  passed  by 
the  whole  City  Council.  During  the  recess  we  usual- 
ly give  that  power  to  the  committee,  for  the  reason 
that  so  many  applications  for  building  permits  are 
being  made  during  the  summer  season.  I  believe 
the  gentleman  will  find  that  it  is  strictly  in  accord- 
ance with  law.  The  only  restrictions  npon  erecting 
wooden  buildings  outside  of  the  building  limits  are 
imposed  by  ordinance  and  not  by  statute;  and  the 
only  way  10  get  outside  of  the  ordinance  during  the 
recess  is  to  authorize  the  committee  to  issue  the  per- 
mits. That  has  been  the  rule  at  least  three  years 
within  my  knowledge. 

Mr.  Pratt— The  gentleman  states  what  I  very  well 
knew  in  a  general  way  before,  but  he  doesn't*  touch 


the  point  why  it  is  best  to  pass  an  order  to  allow 
things  which  are  contrary  to  the  ordinance.  People 
desiring  to  erect  such  buildings  have  to  come  to  the 
City  Council  and  set  a  permit. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  can  only  say  that  the  rale  as  laid 
down  in  Section  13  of  the  ordinance  in  regard  to  the 
height  of  buildings  and  distance  from  walls.  &c,  is 
good  for  general  purposes,  but  it  happens  that  al- 
most every  month  in  the  year  some  one  wants  to  put 
up  a  building  larger  than  the  dimensions  prescribed 
by  the  ordinance,  and  has  to  come  to  tliecity  govern- 
ment for  a  permit,  which  I  believe  is  invariably 
granted.  I  do  not  remember  that  any  application  was 
ever  rejected,  if  the  building  was  a  suitable  one  and 
was  recommended  by  the  committee.  The  question 
is  whether  for  public  convenience  we  are  willing  to 
trust  the  committee  to  do  what  we  do  constantly 
upon  their  recommendation,  theoretically  it  is  a 
bad  thing  to  give  them  that  power,  but  practically  if 
has  worked  well.  Unless  there  is  some  particular 
case  of  hardship  I  do  not  see  why  the  committee  of 
this  year  cannot  oe  as  well  trusted  as  committees  of 
former  years. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Whit- 
more moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail.    Lost. 

Report  of  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred 
the  accounts  of  the  City  and  County  Treasurer  acd 
City  Collector  for  the  year  ending  30ch  of  April  last. 
Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  C.  H.  Dennie,  City  Treasurer,  to  make 
up  his  accounts  to  July  15th,  1881,  and  then  turn 
over  all  money,  books,  and  oth<:r  property  of  the  city 
in  his  possession  to  Alfred  T.  Turner,  City  Treasurer 
elect.  Passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Bart  of  Ward 
18  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  pre- 
vail.   Lost. 

Report  from  Committee  on  Streets,  asking  for  fur- 
ther time  to  report  on  an  order  concerning  the 
widening  of  South  street,  and  other  matters.  Ac- 
cepted in  concurrence. 

Report  from  the  same  committee,  recommending 
an  order  for  the  Street  Commissioners  to  submit 
estimates  of  the  cost  of  widening  Portland  street 
50  feet,  from  Hanover  to  Causeway  street.  Report 
accepted  and  order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  said  Commissioners  to  report  the  expense 
of  extending  Heath  place  to  Walden  street.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

Paying  City  Employees. 

Order  authorizing  the  Treasurer  to  pay  the  In- 
structors, firemen,  policemen,  employees,  etc.,  of  the 
various  departments,  the  sunjs  due  them,  from  time 
to  time,  in  places  otherwise  than  at  Ihe  City  Treas- 
urer's office,  until  otherwise  ordered. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18 — This  order  does  not  propose  to 
do  a  single  thing  differently  from  what  has  been  done, 
but  it  seems  that  it  has  been  done  without  authority. 
The  Treasurer  has  to  furnish  the  paymasters  with  a 
large  amount  of  money  and  they  want  policemen  to 
go  with  r.hem,  and  we  want  the  right  to  call  for 
that  protection.  It  is  only  intended  to  carry  out 
a  policy  which  lias  prevailed  for  many  years, 
but  without  the  authority  of  any  order  of  the  City 
Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  to  ask  whether  it  would  not 
be  better  to  strike  out  the  heading  of  the  order  and 
insert  the  necessary  words  to  make  it  an  ordinance? 
It  is  a  question  whether  an  order  will  have  any  effect 
atter  the  first  day  of  January,  whereas  an  ordinance 
would  stand  right  along.  It  is  an  important  matter 
and  should  be  fixed  »o  as  to  be  as  good  in  January 
as  in  December.  I  move  to  substitu  e  for  the  word 
"ordered"  the  usual  heading  for  an  ordinance. 

The  President  requested  Mr.  Whitmore  to  reduce 
his  amendment  to  writing. 

Mr.  Hart — 1  think  thai  order  ii  just  right.  It  read, 
"that  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  City  Council.' 
It  will  stand  in  that  way  until  an  order  to  do  differ- 
ently is  passed  by  another  City  Council 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  should  like  to  ask  the  question 
of  the  chair  whether  an  order  of  this  nature  pas  ed 
this  year  dies  with  the  municipal  year? 

The  President — The  chair  has  no  doubt  it  would. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  his  amend- 
ment in  writing  as  follows: 

Strike  out  "ordered"  and  substitute  the  following 
words : 

An  Ordinance 
Concerning  the  Treasurer's  department. 
Be  it  ordained,  &c. 

Section  1.  The  Treasurer  is  authorized  to  pay,  &c. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  the  order  was 
changed  to  the  f orm  o  t  an  ordinance,  and  as  amend- 
ed was  ordered  to  a  second  reading.  Mr.  Whitmore 
moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  which  prevailed,  and  the 
ordinance  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed.    Mr. 
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Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail.    Los!.    Sent  up 

Examination  of  Bonds. 

Order  that  Aldermen  Viles  and  Slade,  with  such 
as  the  Common  Council  may  join,  be  a  committee  to 
examine  the  bonds  of  the  city  officers.  Passed  in 
concurrence,  and  Messrs.  Hart,  Beal  and  Dana  were 
joined  to  said  committee. 

Broadway  Bridge. 

Orders  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Bridges  to 
repair  Broadway  bridge,   at  an   expense  not  exceed- 
1,1,   and  to  sell   the  old  materials.    Passed  in 
concurrence. 

New  Public  Library  Building. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  recoui- 
meiioing  an  order  to  authorize  them  to  consult  the 
trustees  concerring  plans  f..r  i  new  Library  building, 
to  be  erected  on  the  earner  of  Dartmouth  and  Boyls- 
ton  streets. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence,  and  the 
order  was  ordered  ti>  a  secou  1  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmcre  of  Ward  Twelve— I  move  that  the 
order  be  laid  upon  the  table  so  that  I  mav  offer  a 
substitute  order  to  be  considered  at  the  present  time, 
which  is  in  regard  to  obtaining  tbe  cost  of  all  the 
land  in  that  square. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  AVhitmore  the  president  read 
the  proposed  order,  as  follows: 

Ordered.  That  the  .loint  Committee  on  the  Public 
Library  be  instructed  to  report  the  cost  of  obtaining 
all  theland  enclosed  by  Dartmouth,  St.  James,  Exe- 
ter artd  Boylston  streets,  tor  the  purpose  of  erecting 
on  all  or  apart  thereof,  a  new  public  library  build- 
ing. 

The  order  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  tbe  rule  was  sus- 
pended, and  he  offered  the  order  above  re  id. 

Mr.  AVhitmore— Before  uniug  to  worK  to  get  plans 
for  the  piece  of  Jand  donated  by  the  Coniinouwealtb, 
I  thought  it  might  be  well  to  see  whether  the  city 
should  not  acquire  more  land,  and  ascertain  the  cost 
thereof,  so  that  the  Council  could  decide  whether 
it  wishes  to  erect  a  larger  building.  I  understand 
that  the  piece  of  land  given  to  the  city  is  oblong  in 
shape,  and  the  .emainder  of  tbe  land  on  the  square 
belongs  to  private  parties.  It  may  be  desirable  to 
have  the  remainder  of  the  lan<t  in  the  square  for 
yards  or  other  purposes  connected  with  the  library. 
The  preparing  of  plans  is  of  considerable  expense, 
and  if  more  land  is  to  be  obtained  it  should  be  done 
now.  The  city  had  a  sad  experience  on  Boylston 
street.  After  gutting  the  laud  and  putting  up  the 
building,  it  had  to  buy  the  land  adjoining.  It  seems 
bv  the  plan  of  the  land  on  the  Back  Bay  that  any- 
body might  seriously  interfere  with  a  Eew  library 
building,  if  it  were  put  there.  It  seems  to  me  to  be 
a  matter  of  common  prudence  to  considet  the  ques- 
tion now. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  3— It  seems  hardly  worth  while 
to  do  that  now.  The  moving  of  the  library  away 
down  there  seems  like  taking  it  away  from  the  peo- 
ple. 

The  order  offeied  by  Mr.  Whitmore  was  passed. 
Mr.  Whiticne  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

The  Old  State  House. 

The  three  orders  passed  by  the  Common  Council  at 
its  last  meeting,  to  restore  the  outer  walls,  etc.,  of 
the  old  State  House;  to  lease  the  rooms  on  its  Hrst 
floor  aBd  its  basement;  and  in  respect  to  a  plan  for 
maintaining  the  rooms  of  its  second  floor  as  memo- 
rial halls,  came  down  severally  non-concurred, — the 
Board  of  Aldermen  adhering  "to  its  former  vote. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  move  that  the  Coun- 
cil adhere  to  its  former  vote  ana  ask  for  a  Committee 
of  Conference  of  five  members  of  the  Common 
Council,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may 
join. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1— I  hope  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  nut  prevail.  We  know 
by  this  time  pretty  thoroughly  the  feelings  of  the 
Board  01  Aldermen  upon  this  question.  While  their 
vote  stands  11  to  1,  there  is  not  much  probability 
that  five  or  six  member^  will  change.  I  hope  this 
Council  will  concur  with  the  Board  of   Alder. uen. 

Mr.  Parktnan  of  Ward  9—1  hope  the  Council  will 
adhere  to  its  former  action,  for  the  reason  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  1  has  given.  The  Aldermen 
know  very  well  where  we  staud,  and  there  is  just  as 
much  Chance  Ol  their  changing  40  membeis  of  this 
Council,  who  voted  agaiu-t  their  action  the  other 
as  there  is  of  their  vote  of  lltol  changing. 
Butlthitk  Iron)  the  course  the  debate  took  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  the  other  evening  that  there  is  a 


reasonable  chance  for  a  committee  to  harmonize  fbe 
views  of  both  branches.  I  think  the  Council  are 
ready  to-night  to  adhere  to  what  I  consider  was  wise 
action. 

Mr.  Hart  cf  Ward  18—1  hope  the  Council  will  ad- 
here to  its  former  action,  and  ask  for  the  committee. 
Every  gentleman  whom  I  li'ive  met  has  been  highly 
favorable  tb  our  action — taxpayers  and  citizens  of  all 
classes— and  I  believe  we  have  got  the  rijjht  thing  in 
view. 

The  Council  voted  to  adhere  to  its  former  action, 
and  ask  for  a  Committee  of  Conference.  Mr.  Whit- 
more moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail.    Lost. 

The  president  appointed  as  tbe  Committee  of  Con- 
ference, Messrs.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12,  Wakefield  of 
Ward  23,  Connell  of  Ward  20,  Parkman  of  Ward  9, 
and  Hart  of  Ward  18.    Sent  up. 

Salaries. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Salaries,  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  report  and  orders  establishing 
the  salaries,  printed  City  Doc.  No.  56, 1881,  that  the 
salary  of  the  City  Treasurer  be  at  the  rate  of  $8000 
per  annum,  with  a  further  sum  of  $1000  as  Treasu- 
rer of  the  Sinking  Funds,  and  that  he  be  also  al- 
lowed not  exceeding  §17,400  to  be  paid  to  his  regular 
clerks.  Said  order  came  dowo  with  an  amendment 
to  strike  out  "eight  thousand"  and  insert  "sixty-five 
hundred." 

'1  be  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence,  and  the 
order  a?  amended  was  put  unon  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  do  not  understand 
hat  we  have  the  whole  of  the  Salary  bill  before  us 
to-night.  There  are  certain  other  sections  of  it  which 
have  not  been  passed  upon  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. By  consulting  the  report  of  their  proceed- 
ings— 

The  President— This  is  simply  an  order  concern- 
ing the  salary  of  the  Treasurer  alone. 

Mr.  Parkman— I  move  that  the  whole  question  lay 
upon  the  table.  I  think  we  want  to  get  the  whole 
subject  before  us  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  be- 
fore we  take  action,  and  not  take  it  up  piecemeal, 
as  I  understand  it  has  come  to  us. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  think  the  gentleman 
who  has  ju-t  taken  his  seat  has  hit  the  matter  on  the 
head  in  one  respect,  and  I  only  regret  that  he  made 
his  motion  before  the  next  document  on  the  pro- 
gram— which  is  connected  with  this  one— has  bee 
reached.  As  I  understand,  document  50,  the  Salary 
bill,  was  recommitted  to  tbe  Committee  on  Salaries, 
toe  committee  then  made  a  blind  report  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  the  orders  in  document  56  with  a 
certain  change.  Then  the  Aldermen  altered  that 
order  and  adopted  another  document  which  was  of- 
fered as  an  amendment  to  or  a  substitute  for  the 
Salary  bill,  and  have  sent  down  to  us  an  amendment 
to  an  amendment,  without  our  having  seen  the  original 
bill  at  all.  In  some  curious  way  they  took  up  docu- 
ment 75,  which  on  the  face  of  it  is  called  a  substitute 
for  document  56;  but  it  is  not  a  substitute.  As  near- 
ly as  I  can  make  out  it  is  a  mistaken  attempt  to 
amend  document  56,  with  the  idea  that  everything 
not  acted  upon  afresh  this  year  would  continue  in 
force  the  same  as  last  year.  I  have  examined 
the  bill  of  last  year  (Doc.  58,  1880)  and  it 
seems  to  me  it  is  by  no  meins  certain  that  the  vari- 
ous expenditures  for  clerk  hire  can  go  on  without  an 
additional  order.  For  example,  the  usual  form  of 
passing  this  bill  is  that  the  "salaries  of  the  following 
officers  for  the  year  beginning  on  the  first  day  of 
April  shall  be  as  herein  mentioned,  and  until  other- 
wise ordered."  I  have  no  doubt  that  would  con- 
tinue the  salaries  as  they  stood.  But  on  the  other 
hand  in  a  great  many  departments  there  are  not 
only  the  salaries  of  the  heads  to  be  considered,  but 
there  f  re  lump  sums  for  clerk  hire.  It  does  not 
seem  to  me  that  those  can  be  considered  as  salaries, 
in  the  strict  sense  of  the  term.  The  salary  of  the 
City  Registrar  is  $250')  peryear,  and  there  is  allowed 
him  $4100  for  clerk  hire.  That  $4100  has  already 
been  expenled  up  to  the  end  of  the  past  financial 
year,  and  if  we  do  not  pass  some  order,  although  the 
sala/y  of  the  City  Registrar  would  continue  without 
change,  I  do  not  see  any  authority  for  him  to  go  on 
paying  out  that  sum  for  assistance.  Of  course,  the 
Treasurer  would  pay  it.  knowing  that  we  would  pass 
some  bill.  This  brings  to  mind  the  great  fault  of  the 
Bystem.  Last  year  the  Committee  on  Ordinance 
brought  in  an  ordinance  to  establish  salaries.  The 
President  of  the  Council  was  on  the  committee  and 
had  charge  of  that  ordinance.  You  will  find  it  in 
document  132  of  last  year,  which  has  been  distrib- 
uted by  the  messenger  to  the  members.  The  ordi- 
nance is  on  pages  10,  of  document  132  of  1880.  If 
the  members  will  oblige  me  bv  looking  at  it  for  a 
moment,  I  will  state  that  instead  of  taking  up  the 
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question  of  salaries  bj  piecemeal,  I  will  move  to  sub- 
stitute this  ordinance  in  document  132  for  the  order 
under  consideration,  and  for  the  orders  in  the  next 
document  on  the  programme.  I  will  briefly  state  the 
points  I  have  already  made.  The  orders  do  not  con- 
tinue in  force  after  the  end  of  the  financial  year, 
whereas  the  ordinance  will  continue  iu  effect  until 
changed.  This  ordinance  was  submitted  last  year 
after  consultation  with  all  the  heads  of  departments 
— certainly  with  the  clerk  of  committees  and  the 
auditor— so  as  to  ensure  perfect  accuracy.  It  may 
perhaps  be  gilding  refined  geld  to  say  that  I  have 
satisfied  myself  that  it  has  been  correctly  pnnted.  I 
believe  this  ordinance  represents  the  state  of  the  sal- 
aries as  paid  during  the  last  financial  j  ear-  We  ap- 
plied to  the  legislature  last  year  and  got  power  to 
make  an  ordinance  by  which  we  could  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  our  various  salaried  officers.  The 
reasons  why  it  is  desirous  to  have  an  ordinance 
instead  of  an  order  entirely  satisfied  the  legisla- 
ture, and  L  hope  the  Council  will  be  satisfied  that 
a  thing  of  this  kind  can  be  much  better  done  by  or- 
dinance than  by  order.  That  view  being  conceded, 
I  have  only  to  say  that  a  few  page s  of  this  document 
132  contain  the  Salary  bill  of  1881  in  a  condensed 
form,  which  can  be  more  readily  understood  by  the 
public  in  general.  At  all  events  it  was  carefully  pre- 
pared by  a  sub-committee,  and  worked  on  as  much 
as  such  a  document  can  be  by  all  the  members  of  the 
committee.  If  we  substitute  this  ordinance  for  the 
two  papers  relating  to  salaries  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  we  shall  then  have  this  advantage:  we 
can  consider  it  to-night  on  its  first  reading,  amend 
it  in  any  particular  that  we  want  to,  and  further 
amend  it  on  its  second  reading,  and  then  if  the  type 
is  kept  standing  it  can  be  printed  in  the  amended 
form  and  sent  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Instead 
of  having  a  number  of  orders,  faulty  in  form,  strag- 
gling along  during  several  meetings,  we  can  have  it 
all  in  good  form  and  act  upon  the  whole  bill  at  one 
time.  I  venture  to  say  that  this  ordinance  is  much 
superior  in  form  to  the  ordinary  Salary  bill. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  time  having  expired,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21,  it  was  extended. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  suggest  that  the  gentle- 
man form  Ward  9  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table,  in  order  that  the  substitute  may  be  con- 
sidered. 

Mr.  Parkman  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table.  The  question  then  came  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Whitmore  to  substitute  the  ordinance  relating 
to  salaries  in  document  132  of  1880. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  take  up  the  16th  article 
on  the  programme,  being  document  75,  fixing  certain 
salaries  which  had  come  down  for  concurrence, 
and  the  president  ruled  that  the  motion  could  not 
then  he  entertained. 

Mr.  Parkman— I  have  no  doubt  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  and  myself  want  to  reach  the  same 
conclusion,  but  I  do  not  think  he  has  quile  succeed- 
ed. I  think  that  what  we  all  want  is  more  time  to 
consider  the  matter.  The  gentleman  has  moved  a 
substitute  which  we  have  only  had  a  chance  to  con- 
sider for  a  few  minutes.  I  notice  that  all  the  de- 
partments are  provided  for  the  same  as  list  year.  We 
"now  have  a  corporation  counsel,  which  is  not  pro- 
vided for  in  the  substitute  ordiuauce.  The  most  sat- 
isfactory thing  we  can  do  is  to  lay  the  sub:titute  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  together  with  the  orig- 
inal bill,  on  the  table,  so  that  we  may  examine  them 
all  carefully,  and  not  attempt  to  pass  either  before 
we  have  had  time  to  examine  them. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  suggest  f  urthei  that  the  substi- 
tute temporarily  go  over  until  the  next  meeting, 
then  be  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and  theu  be  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  with  in- 
structions to  insert  any  changes,  and  report  in  print 
at  the  next  meeting.  We  can  attend  to  ;t  right 
away.  The  point  made  by  the  gentleman  is  well 
taken.  I  did  not  venture  to  alter  the  ordinance  as 
it  stood,  but  by  recommitting  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances,  to  report  at  the  next  meeting  in  printed 
form.  They  can  make  the  necessary  changes  and 
present  them  in  print.  I  do  not  wish  to  hurry  it, 
and  desire  to  give  the  members  au  opportunity  to 
examine  it.  I  think  the  recommittal  will  meet  all 
the  points. 

Mr.  Park-man— While  I  agree  in  certain  respects 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  I  do  not  like 
the  proposed  course  of  procedure.  I  do  not  like  to 
recommit  it  without  first  considering  it.  The  Coun- 
cil may  want  to  make  some  changes,  and  1  think  they 
will  be  better  satisfied  with  my  motion,  which  I  now 
renew,  to  lay  on  the  table.  We  can  examine  the 
original  bill  and  the  substitute  together,  just  as  well 
as  if  we  adopt  the  substitute  to-night. 

The  President— The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  will 
cut  off  the  motion  to  amend. 


Mr.  Parkman— I  don't  want  to  press  the  mation  to 
lay  on  the  table,  but  I  think  that  is  the  proper  thing 
to  do. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18 — I  hope  this  amend- 
ment will  not  pass.  The  Salary  bill  has  been  before 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  quite  a  long  time.  They 
have  taken  it  up  and  said  a  good  neal  about  the 
salary  question.  I  hope  we  shall  oake  it  up  to-night, 
and  if  there  is  anything  to  be  said  about  the  Treasur- 
er's salary,  let  us  hear  it  now.  I  think  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  is  as  ready  to  vote  now  as  he  ever 
will  be.  Let  us  concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
in  something  and  get  ready  for  the  summer  vacation. 
Let  us  get  along  with  this  Salary  bill,  which  is  as 
plain  as  A,  B,  C,  to  everybody.  If  we  believe  it  is 
right,  let  us  pass  it. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
18  has  spoken  mv  mind  exactly.  I  think  we  are  ready 
to  proceed  with  the  Treasurer's  salary,  and  that 
everybody  is  ready  to  act. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  agree  fully  with  the 
last  two  gentlemen  who  have  spoken.  This  matter 
of  the  Treasurer's  salary  has  been  quite  fully  con- 
sidered, and  I  hope  we  shall  concur  with  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  and  dispose  of  the  question.  One  word 
as  to  the  propriety  of  the  amount  named:  I  have  con- 
sidered it  considerably  myself,  and  am  satisfied  that 
if  a  gentleman  whom  we  all  consider  competent  is 
willing  to  take  the  risk  of  assuming  the  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  this  office,  he  ought  to  be  well  paid 
for  it,  and  I  do  not  think  $7500  is  excessive. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  have  only  to  say  that  the  motion 
I  make  refers  entirely  to  the  matter  of  form.  If  we 
had  the  whole  Salary  bili  before  us  it  would  be  differ- 
ent; but  we  have  n  t  got  it.  I  say  it  is  unfair  and 
unjust  to  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  government 
to  undertake  to  tinker  the  bili  for  the  gratification  of 
one  or  two  officers  who  want  their  salaries  fixed. 
They  should  be  considered  as  well  as  some  other 
people.  If  the  Salary  bill  had  come  before  us  we 
could  act  upon  it.  But  the  Aldermen  have  gone  en- 
tirely out  of  the  usual  form,  and  acted  upon  an 
abstract  question  in  regar^toone  or  two  orficers. 
The  moment  you  settle  this  matter  of  the  salary  of 
the  Treasurer,  you  are  going  to  tackle  the  salaries  of 
the  Superintendents  of  Bridges  and  one  or  two  other 
minor  officers.  I  do  not  understand  why  we  should 
act  upon  one  salary  and  leave  another  unsettled.  The 
fact  is  the  Aldermen  made  an  unfortunate  brn- 
gle.  They  skipped  back  and  forth  from  one 
matter  to  another.  I  have  studied  the  proceedings 
carefully.  If  gentlemen  wish  to  discuss  this  matter, 
they  can  make  amendments  to  the  ordinance  jusc  as 
well  as  to  the  orders.  We  have  printed  copies:  there 
is  no  trouble  about  it.  We  can  take  it  up  section  by 
section,  and  amend  it  as  easily  as  we  can  the  docu- 
ment before  us  from  the  other  branch.  I  hope  the 
friends  of  particular  officers  will  assist  in  expediting 
matters  by  taking  up  the  ordinance.  There  is  plenty 
of  time.  We  can  go  ahead  and  settle  the  whole  mat- 
ter. But  to  do  that  we  must  have  the  whole  Salary 
bill  before  us.  This  substitute  orainance  is  a  full  anil 
complete  thing,  and  can  be  amended  in  those  few 
points.  1  do  not  think  it  is  proper  to  take  up  merely 
a  fragmentary  order  for  ten  or  a  dozen  salaries.  I 
hope  we  will  go  through  it  in  full  and  make  amend- 
ments. The  text  is  just  as  good  as  that  in  document 
56,  and  we  will  then  meet  the  wishes  of  those  who 
desire  to  settle  the  salaries  of  officers  to-night. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21—1  hope  the  substitute  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  prevail.  The 
Treasurer  is  not  the  most  lmooctant  officer  In  City 
Hall,  and  can  afford  to  wait. "  There  are  other  im- 
portant departments,  and  I  hope  we  shall  get  the 
whole  thing  together  before  we  act  upon  the  salary 
question. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  1 1— If  in  order,  I  should 
like  to  move  to  recommit  this  matter  to  ihe  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances,  with  instructions  to  report  the 
ordinance  in  correct  form. 

The  President — The  motion  is  in  order,  but  if  it 
prevails  the  subject  will  have  to  go  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Wharton  moved  to  recommit  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  with  instructions  to  report  one  week 
from  to-night. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10—1  hepe  that  motion  will 
not  prevail.  It  is  perfectly  clear  with  the  experience 
we  have  had  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  tint  such 
an  ordinance  cannot  be  passed  there.  Furthermore, 
it  will  encumber  the  matter  very  much  to  have  the 
Question  of  salaries  before  the  Committee  on  Ordin- 
ances, lam  no',  so  decided  as  to  passing  upon  the  mat- 
ter tonight  of  fixing  the  salary  of  treasurer  aud  if 
it  is  the  wish  of  the  Council  I  would  hi  willing 
to  have  it  laid  upon  the  table.  But  I  do  not  like 
to  have  the  matter  come  before  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  in  the  form  proposed,  for  the  reason  that 
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1  am  very  sure  that  it  the  committee  are  instructed 
to  report  to  this  Council  the  Board  of  Aldenueu  will 
not  concur  with  us  upon  that  subject.  If  it  is  proper 
that  we  should  have  a  different  form  for  our 
Salary  bill,  and  a  proper  order  should  be  put 
in,  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  join  the  gent'eman  from 
Ward  12  in  considering  that  question.  But  to  con- 
fuse and  mix  it  up  with  the  salaries  of  two  or  three 
officers,  1  am  opposed  tn  it. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  arn  afraid  the  Council  is 
('rifting  into  a  season  of  confusion  very  much  like 
that  which  prevailed  the  other  mtht.  I  rather  like  the 
tone  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  18, 
and  should  be  willing  to  agree  with  him  in  his  pro- 
posed action  either  way.  But  it  does  not  seem 
courteous  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  nor  quite  the 
way  to  do  business,  (or  us  to  take  up  matters  which 
are  properly  belore  that  board.  Tuis  matter  ot  salaries 
has  "been  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen — too 
long,  to  ne  sure,  as  we  may  thick.  It  is  time  the 
salaries  were  fixed.  But  it  has  been  in  the  bauds  of 
the  B>ard  of  Aldermen, and  wehavebeen  leavingthe 
consideration  of  the  matter  until  they  art-  through 
with  it.  I  do  not  thinK  the  Council  is  ready  to  take 
no  the  whole  Salary  bill  to-night.  Furthermore,  I 
think  it  is  courteous  to  the  Koard  of  Aldermen  to 
consider  matters  which  they  send  down  and  take  ac- 
tion upon  them.  It  they  have  not  got  through  with 
the  whole  Salary  bill, and  have  sent  a  part,  let  us  act 
upon  that.  We  shall  have  a  good  square  meal  of  the 
Salary  bill  when  it  comes,  and  I  protest  against  tak- 
ing up  matters  which  are  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
business  before  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  have  not 
yet  reached  us.  I  also  protest  against  getting  into  a 
ttinrv 'simply  because  we  have  ooe  matter  in  hand. 
Do  not  let  us  lose  our  heads  in  tuis  matter,  if  some 
other  members  of  the  ci'.v  govemmen   have. 

Mr.  William- of  Ward  11 — I  do  not  see  how  we 
shall  help  this  matter  much  by  referring  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances.  We  are  liable  to  be  con- 
fused in  what  ha*  been  done.  I  wish  to  renew  tbe 
motion  to  lay  upon  the  table,  so  that  we  may  have  an 
opportunity  to  look  over  the  ordinance  before  the 
next  meeting. 

Mr.  Whitmore — i  agree  wi'h  the  gentleman  as  to 
the  necessity  of  not  getting  mixed  up  in  this  matter. 
He  will  see  on  reflection  that  if  we  want  to  lay  it 
upon  the  table  until  the  entire  matter  comes  from 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  well  ana  good;  but  the  Al- 
dermen will  continue  to  send  up  other  parts  of  the 
Salary  bill.as  they  have  this  document.  Thev  have  sent 
us  what  was  offered  as  a  substitute  for  document  56. 
and  have  dis  :ussed  other  sections  of  the  same  docu- 
ment. I  am  ready  to  go  through  with  the  Salary  bill  this 
evening.  If  the  matter  is  allowed  to  take  the  regu 
lar  course,  everybody  will  be  satisfied.  If  we  take 
this  0'  dinanoe  up  section  by  section,  and  let  them  be 
read  by  the  chair,  we  can  pass  it  to  a  second  reading, 
then  have  it  nrinted  with  the  amendments  and  ready 
for  the  final  passage  at  the  next  meeting,  with  further 
amendments  that  may  be  decided  upon.  The  ordi- 
nance can  follow  the  course  of  the  naval  bill,  and  I 
do  not  think  i.  will  take  an  hour  to  consider  the  vari- 
ous sections. 

Mr.  Wharton  asked  if  Mr.  Williams  would  be 
willing  to  divide  the  motion. 

The  President  -aid  that  if  tbe  motion  to  table  pre- 
vailed it  would  cut  off  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Williams  -aid  that  was  exactly  his  object  in 
renewing  the  motion— to  cut  off  the  amendment  un- 
til the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Wharton  agreed  that  it  should  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  was  declared  lout 
by  a  division— /.'i  for.  24  against.  Mr.  Rosno-kv  ot 
Ward  16 doubted  the  vote,  and  on  his  motion  tne 
yeae  and  oaye  were  ordered.  The  motion  to  table 
was  lost— yeas  26,  nay-  35: 

Yea  — Uartlett,  Bigelow,  Brown,  H.Clapp,  Conlin, 
Council,  Cotton,  Dana,  Farweli,  Fisk,  Freeman, 
i'ohm,  Hilton,  Hoslev,  Mathews,  J.  A.  McLaughlin, 


P,  J  .  .McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Parknian,  Pray,  Quig- 
ley,  Rogers,  Ro-nosky,    Welch,  "Wharton,  Whe 
Williams— 27. 


heeler, 


Nays— Barry,  lied,  Boyle,  Brimbecom,  H.  B. 
Clapp,  Costello,  Cronin.  Daly,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Dohety, 
.1.  Duhertv,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Gove,  Hardin?, 
Hart,  Lovell,  Maguire,  MeCorm'ick,  .Means,  N.  M. 
Morrison,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Murphy,  Pope, 
Power-.  Pratt,  Smith,  Swan,  Tee  Van,  Viles,  Wake- 
field, Walsh,  Wh-tinore— 3.-1. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Wharton  to  recommit  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  was  lo-t. 

The  substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Whitmore  was  de- 
clared adopted  Mr.  Parknian  doubted  the  vole  and 
a  division  ira»  had,  31  for  adoption  and  20  against, 
at.d  the  ordinance  was  substituted  for  the  order. 

The  question  then  came  upon  giving  the  ordinance 


a  second  reading,  and  it  was  taken  up  section  by  sec 
tion,  the  chair  calling  each  section,  the  name  of  the 
officer  aud  the  amount  of  salary,  and  pausing  for 
amendments. 

Mr.  Hart,  of  Ward  18,  moved  to  amend  by  in- 
creasing the  salary  of  the  Citv  Clerk  from  $4000  to 
$0000. 

Mr.  Gove — It  seems  to  me  we  ought  not  to  do  that. 
The  City  Clerk  himself  said  he  did  not  want  it.  It 
does  not  seem  advisable  to  force  a  thousand  dollars 
upon  an  officer  who  does  not  want  it.  Furthermore, 
it  is  a  question  whether  his  services  are  worth  more 
than  $4000,  and  he  is  as  good  a  judge  of  that  as  we 
are. 

Mr.  Wheeler— The  City  Clerk  is  an  officer  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  They  should  be  the  judges  as 
to  the  value  of  his  services  and  what  he  ought  to 
have.  They  were  very  unanimous  and  positive  on 
that  subject,  aud  I  think  it  will  be  discourteous  not 
to  agree  to  the  salary  whi;h  'hey  desire.  We  ought 
to  allow  them  to  be  the  judges  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  Paikman — While  I  do  not  wish  to  speak  for 
or  against  this  special  case,  and  one  who  read  the 
proceedings  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  last  Monday 
will  see  that  owing  to  certain  facts  which  have 
taken  place  in  the  last  few  weeks,  and  tc  the 
state  of  mind  into  which  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  got,  without  intending  any  detrac- 
tion upon  them,  orders  were  passed  without 
due  consideration.  For  that  reason  I  wish  tu  have 
this  matter  laid  upon  the  table  to  see  whether  a 
renewed  attack  would  not  be  made  on  that  pan  of 
the  Salary  bill.  But  mv  motion  did  not  prevail,  and 
we  are  going  to  take  up  the  Salary  bill  in  the  mangled 
form  in  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  of- 
fered it.  I  think  that  when  a  gentleman  in  City  Hall 
protest*  against  hav:ng  his  salary  raised,  we  ought  to 
take  hiui  at  his  word. 

Mr.  Matthews,  of  Ward  21—1  hope  the  amend- 
ment will  not  prevail.  I  agree  heartily  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  9.  I  certainly  cannot  disregard 
the  wishes  of  a  city  employee  in  this  matter,  who  is 
perfectly  content  with  his  present  salary.  In  fact  he 
protested  against  being  paid  any  more  money.  The 
taxpayers  of  Boston  will  not  think  we  are  doing  our 
duty  by  thein  In  votiug  a  thousand  dollars  to  a  man 
who  does  not  want  it. 

Mr.  Williams  inquired  what  would  become  of  the 
document  on  the  programme  which  had  come  from 
tne  Board  of  Aldermen  (70),  fixing  certain  salaries. 

Mr.  Whitmore  thought  they  could  go  through  with 
thiB  ordinance,  the  members  could  offer  such  amend- 
ments as  they  saw  fit,  and  after  it  was  disposed  of, 
the  other  matter  referred  to  by  Mr.  Williams  could 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams  further  consideration 
of  the  subiect  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  eight  o'clock. 

Later  in  the  session  the  Council  considered  the  sub- 
stitute salary  bill,  document  75,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Whitmore  it  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

THE  FUEL  CONTKACT. 

Mr.  Lovell,  of  Ward  1,  called  up  the  special  assign- 
ment, viz: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  upon  petition  of  Dar- 
ling &  Stebbins  for  au  investigation  into  the  recent 
award  of  the  fuel  contract. 

The  question  was  upon  the  acceptance  of  the  re- 
port in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Loved— At  the  la-t  j.eeting  I  asked  some  ques- 
tions ot  the  Committee  on  Fuel  in  regard  to  their 
reasons  for  awarding  this  contract  as  they  did.  I 
asked  them  honestly  and  for  an  honest  purpose,  and 
that  was  to  obtain  information.  I  have  heard  it  inti- 
mated during  the  week  mat  I  was  put.  up  to  this  by 
some  interested  part.v.  I  wish  to  totally  deny  that. 
I  had  never  talked  with  a  coal  dealer  on  the  subject, 
nor  had  one  talked  with  me.  I  had  no  iniere-t  iri  the 
matter  except  what  was  excited  bj  reading  in  the 
naper,  and  that  was  that  by  the  committee's  award- 
ing the  contract  at  they  did,  it  made  about  $6000  dif- 
ference, or  thereabouts,  to  thecity.  I  asked  the  ques- 
tions not  supposing  for  a  moment  but  that  I  should 
receive  an  answer  perfectly  satisfactory.  It  may 
have  been,  as  my  friend  upon  the  committee  possibly 
thought,  that  I  was  dull,  and  it  may  possibly  have  been 
my  ignorance;  but  for  all  that  I  asked  the  questions 
honestly;  furthermore,  I  am  not  the  chamnion  of  any 
coal  dealer  or  body  of  coal  dealers.  Since  the  last  meet- 
ing I  had  my  curiosity  somewhat  aroused  aud  have 
asked  a  few  questions  about  this  matter.  I  have 
re  ;d  the  advertisement  which  the  clerk  of  commit- 
tees caused  to  he  published  in  the  papers,  and  will 
read  one  clause: 

"Proposals  will  be  received  for  supplying  the  coal 
for  the  whole  city,  or  for  different  sections  thereof.' 

And  then  follows  a  description  of  the  number 
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tons  for  each  section.  Then  the  committee  put  in 
the  usual  clause  at  the  bottom: 

"The  right  to  reject  any  and  all  proposals  is  hereby 
reserved." 

It  may  be  that  the  committee  had  a  perfect  right 
tp  reject  any  or  all  proposals,  I  don't  know  that  I 
stand  here  to  question  their  right,  under  circum- 
stances like  these,  to  throw  aside,  after  the  manner 
in  which  they  advertised  fur  b:ds,  the  bidders  lor 
the  districts,  and  then  award  the  contract  to  a  per- 
son who  bid  for  the  whole  section  at  a  higher  rate 
than  the  average  bids  of  those  who  bid  for  the  dis- 
tricts. If  the  committee  have  that  right,  I  hold  that 
I,  as  a  member  of  this  branch  of  the  government 
which  created  that  committee,  have  also  a  right  to 
ask  tnem  for  an  explanation  of  their  reasons.  I  never 
have  thrown  any  slurs  at  the  committee  in  anyway, 
shape  or  manner;  have  ■  never  questioned  but 
what  they  have  done  everything  that  is  perfectly 
right.  I  simply  say  that  if  my  asking  questions  is  throw- 
ing a  slur  upon  the  committee,  or  in  any  way  doubting 
their  integrity,  I  suppose  I  have  committed  that  sin. 
I  say  again,  that  to  my  miud  the  explanation  given  at 
the  last  meeting  was  not  convincing  to  me.  I  will 
hurriedly  ruu  over  the  bids  as  they  were  handed  in, 
as  I  have  received  them, and  I  may  possibly  be  wrong 
in  one  or  two  instances.  District  No.  1,  city  proper, 
45.34,  which  I  understand  was  the  lowest  bid.  Dis- 
trict No.  2,  $5.40;  District  No.  3,  $5.65;  District  No. 
4,  $5.55;  District  No.  5,  $5.85;  District  No.  6,  $5.19; 
Di-itnct  No.  7,  $5.98;  District  No.  8,  $5.90.  The  last 
two  were  outlying  districts,  West  Roxbury  and  Dor- 
chester, wnere  the  coal  has  to  be  drawu  a  long  dis- 
tance. The  bids  for  Cumberland  and  Sidney  coal 
were  $5.80.  Now  that  makes  altogether  15,600 
tons,  and  at  the  bid  at  which  it  was  award- 
ed, $5.80  a  ton,  the  contract  amounted  to 
$90,480.  The  average  bid  per  tin  by  districts  was 
$5.48,'  making  a  total  of  $85,488  for  the  wuole  city,  a 
difference  of  32  cents  per  ton,  or  a  total  difference 
of  $4992.  Now,  sir,  that  very  difference  wa<  what 
caused  me  to  ask  these  questions.  In  wording  the 
advertisement  lor  proposals  it  is  very  strange  that 
the  committee,  as  some  members  have  stated  to  me, 
that  with  the  disastrous  experience  of  the  two  years 
in  which  the  city  was  supplied  by  districts,  if  they 
had  no  intention  to  accept  bids  from  the  different 
districts,  that  they  did  not  advertise  solely  for  parties 
to  supply  the  whole  city.  The  aavertisement  vir- 
tually misled  the  gentlemen  who  bid  by  districts  to 
believe  they  were  bidding  with  a  chance  of  receiving 
the  contracts.  Now  the  committee  say  it  was  a 
disastrous  thing,  that  it  was  not  a  proper  way  for  the 
city  of  Boston  tp  be  supplied  by  these  dealers  all 
pver  the  city.  Anether  peculiar  thing  was  that 
I  read  some  time  ago  that  the  State  paid 
but  $5.60  a  ton  for  its  coal;  and  still  another  peculiar 
thing  was  that  the  price  at  which  the  contract  was 
awarded  is  but  twenty  cents  a  ton  under  the  retail 
price.  In  a  contract  for  16,000  tons|pf  ccal  IJthink 
anybody  cpuld  gp  into  the  market,  and  whatever  the 
retail  price  was,  they  could  get  a  bid  more  than 
twenty  cents  under  it.  I  do  not  know  but  the  com- 
mittee are  perfectly  prepared  to  etplain  this  matter 
fully  to-night,  but  those  things  struck  me  very  pecu- 
liarly. Another  thing  that  ttruck  me  at  the  last 
meeting  was  the  statement  that  it  was  necessary,  in 
order  to  protect  the  city,  that  one  man  should  see  all 
this  coal  weighed.  There  are  many  sworn  weighers 
in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  I  believe  the  certificate  of 
one  sworn  weigher  is  just  as  gopd  as  that  pf  any 
■other  swern  weigher.  I  understand  there  is  neth- 
mg  in  this  ccntract  which  prevents  the  gen- 
tleman who  received  the  award  from  sub-let- 
ting it  to  others.  From  certain  information 
I  have  received  I  believe  it  is  that  gentleman's  iu- 
teution  to  sub-let  it  in  the  different  sections  of  the 
city.  It  is  perfectly  business-like  and  I  do  not  blame 
him,  and  I  believe  the  city  will  be  just  as  well  served, 
and  will  get  just  the  same  kind  and  just  as  good  coal. 
The  custom  has  been  for  the  successful  bidders  to  go 
to  City  Hall  and  dcaw  lots  to  And  out  what  time  they 
should  deliver  their  different  quantities  of  coal.  It 
does  not  seem  that  it  would  be  anything  very  diffi- 
cult for  the  weigher  to  go  to  the  differeut  districts 
and  see  that  the  coal  is  delivered,  iiut  I  am  not  a 
stickler  for  that.  I  believe  there  is  more  than  one 
honest  coal  weigher  in  Boston.  I  believe  there  are 
honest  coal  dealers,  although  there  are  sometimes 
terrible  discrepancies  in  weights;  but  I  believe 
there  are  many  dealers  who  would  give  the  city 
the  full  quantity  called  for  by  the  contract. 
I  want  the  Council  to  understand  that  I  have  asked 
these  questions  honestly,  and  I  want  the  com- 
mittee to  answer  some  others  which  I  propose  to 
ask: 

1st.  Why  is  it  for  the  best  interests  of  the  city  to 
change  from  awarding  the  contract  by  districts? 


2d.  Is  there  advantage  eneugh  tp  the  ci'y  in  this 
change  to  pay  $49'i0  for  it? 

3d.  Were  the  dealers  wno  bid  for  coal  in  districts 
responsible  and  honest  men? 

4tb.  Is  not  the  certificate  of  one  sworn  weigher  as 
good  as  that  of  another  sworn  weigher? 

5th.  Did  not  alt  these  dealers  agree  to  furnish  the 
same  kind  of  coal  asked  fot  in  the  advertisement? 

6th.  Why  did  not  the  committee,  bef  >  re  it  adver-' 
tised  for  bids,  determine  which  way  they  thought  it 
was  for  the  best  interests  of  the  city,  whether  to  buy 
its  coal  by  districts  or  by  the  whole  city,  and  adver- 
tise accordingly? 

Mr.  Wheeler— If  the  gentleman  will  be  gcod 
enough  to  send  his  manuscript  to  me  I  will  endeavor 
to  answer  the  questions,  if  tne  Council  desire  to  hear 
my  answers.  [Mr.  Loveil  complied  with  the  request]. 
I  do  not  tbink  anybody  wo'rld  imply  that  the  ge-tle- 
nian  would  ask  questions  from  imnroper  motives, 
and  I  think  the  committee  would  be  very  glad  to 
answer  all  questions,  if  in  tneir  power.  1st.  The 
committee  examined  that  matter  with  care,  and  it 
appeared  from  the  statement  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Buildings  and  the  Weigher  of  Coal  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  one  man  to  go  about  to  the  different  con- 
tractors and  properly  weigh  and  attend  to  the  hous- 
ing of  coal  for  the  whofe  city.  It  is  also  the  duty  of 
the  weigher  to  look  after  the  wood.  The  Superiu. 
tendent  of  Coal  holds  a  very  important  office  which 
has  existed  for  twelve  years  or  more.  Every  one 
who  understands  the  nutter  knows  that  it  is  an 
office  which  we  could  not  afford  to  dispense  with. 
2d.  The  gentleman  asks,  is  there  advantage  enough 
in  the  change  to  pay  $4900  for  it?  The  difference 
would  not  have  been  $4900,  but  much  smaller,  look- 
ing at  it  on  the  face  of  th'i  question  in  dollars  and 
cents,  for  the  reason  that  there  were  certain  of  the 
lower  bids  which  would  not  have  been  accepted  by 
the  committee  for  sufficient  reasons.  Therefore  the 
difference  on  the  face  of  it  would  have  been  much 
less  than  the  sum  named.  It  also  appeared  to  the 
committee  that  t  le  loss  in  case  the  contract  was 
divided  would  be  very  much  greater  than  the  differ- 
ence referred  to,  $4900.  It  would  have  been  neces- 
sary, had  the  c  intract  been  given  to  various  persons, 
to  have  expended  more  than  the  apparent  difference, 
in  acarriage  and  horse  for  the  coal  weigher.  Tfceie- 
fore  I  say  it  was  dollars  and  cents  really  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  city,  in  the  conduct  of  the  committee 
in  arriving  at  the  conclusion  which  they  did. 
Then  comes  the  question  as  to  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  parties  to  whom  the  contract  was 
awarded.  That  was  fully  considered.  I  was  not 
present  at  the  meeting  when  the  contract  was  award- 
ed, but  an  adjournment  was  taken  for  the  very  pur- 
ppse  Pf  examining,  as  a  business  transaction,  into 
the  responsibility  of  the  contracting  parties.  I  have 
since  inquired  of  the  Aldermen  on  the  committee, 
and  at  least  one  member  on  the  part  pf  the  Council, 
and  I  understand  tbat  they  examined  and  satisfied 
themselves  bevood  a  doubt  upon  that  Doint. 

Mr.  Loveil— Did  the  aentleman  understand  me  to 
question  the  financial  ability  of  this  concern?  I  did 
not  intend  to  do  so.  There  is  no  question  about  it  in 
the  world.  I  did  not  ask  a  question  of  that  kind, 
because  I  have  no  doubt  in  my  own  mind  at  all. 

Mr.  Wheeler — I  misinterpreted  question  N  o.  3. 
Now  as  to  the  fourth  question.  Gentlemen  under- 
stand that  most  of  toe  sworn  weighers  are  either 
coal  dealers  themselves  or  emplovsd  by  coal  dealers. 
The  statue,  provides  that  the  Mayor  and  Aldermeu 
may  appoint  sworn  weighers,  who  are  neither  coal 
dealers  nor  their  employees.  As  a  matter  of  tact 
there  are  but  one  or  two  of  that  class  appointed,  be- 
sides Mr.  Hosea  who  is  employed  by  the  city.  As  a 
buisness  proposition,  I  think  the  gentleman  will  not 
question  the  propriety  of  the  city  appointing  a  sworn 
weisdier  for  its  own  special  purposes,  who  is  neither 
a  coal  dealer  nor  ah  employee  of  a  coal  dealer. 
5th.  The  gentleman  asks  if  all  the  coal  dealers 
did  not  agree  to  furnish  the  same  kind  of  coal.  I 
think  not.  There  are  so  many  different  kinds  of 
coal  in  the  market  that  perhaps  I  could  not 
answer  that  question  explicitly  without  see- 
ing the  bids,  but  I  do  not  think  they  did 
6th.  The  gentleman  asks  why  the  committee!  be- 
fore advertising  for  bids,  did  not  determine  which 
way  they  thought  it  was  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
city  to  buy  its  coal,  by  districts  or  by  the  whole  city. 
That  matter  did  not  come  before  them  until  the  bids 
had  been  put  in.  I  think  committees  do  not  usually 
go  over  the  whole  ground  in  advance.  They  wait 
until  the  subject  is  fully  before  them.  As  to  the  ad- 
ve-tisement,  if  the  gentleman  will  look  at  it,  he  wlil 
see  that  the  committee  could  with  perfect  propriety 
consider  separate  bids  or  gi  ve  the  contract  to  a  sin- 
gle bidder."  The  advertisement  is  certainly  broad 
enough  for  that,  and  it  was  important  to  advertise 
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for  both  bids,  as  it  was  possible  tLat  no  bids  for  the 
entire  city  would  be  received.  I  will  add  in  general 
terms  that  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  are  Aldermen  Tucker  and  Viles.  I  know 
they  examined  this  matter  with  great  care,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  eminent  responsibility  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  this  branch.  1  think  the  City  Coun- 
cil can  reasonably  place  confidence  in  their  Joint 
StandiDg  Committee  on  Fuel  anl  depend  upon  them 
for  proper  action  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Lovell— I  have  every  confidence  in  the  com- 
mittee, and  believe  that  before  we  get  through  they 
will  make  this  matter  clear.  But  I  do  not  under- 
stand his  explanation  of  the  district  bidding.  They 
proposed  to  have  bids  brought  in  for  some  reason, 
and  I  do  not  understand  that  the  gentleman  has  ex- 
plained that  reason  at  all.  ft  was  not  simply  because 
they  might  have  an  opportunity  to  throw  them  out 
and  take  a  bid  for  the  whole  city.  They  had  some 
reason  for  asking  for  bids  by  district.  Do  I  under- 
stand the  gentleman  to  sty  that  the  committee  did 
not  consider  until  alter  it  met  to  open  these  bids, 
whether  it  was  policy  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  buy 
its  coal  by  districts,  or  for  the  whole  city? 

Mr.  Wheeler — I  think  that  subject  was  not  dis- 
cussed until  the  bids  were  received.  Ttiis  notice  is 
in  the  form  which  has  hitherto  been  given,  and  I  do 
not  see  why  it  was  not  perfectly  competent  for  the 
committee  to  put  it  in  that  form,  so  as  to  decide  upon 
either  course,  fcnrtherinore,  I  think  that  different 
kinds  of  coal  are  required  in  different  districts. 

Mr.  Lovell— That  does  not  clearly  explain  the  mat- 
ter to  me.  The  proper  time  to  consider  how  to  ad- 
vertise for  bid's  was  when  the  committee  met  and 
determined  to  advertise.  That  was  the  time  to  call 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  and  Weigher 
of  Coal  before  them  and  ascertain  whether  the  sys- 
tem in  previous  years  was  proper,  and  not  after  the 
bids  were  handed  in.  Now  if  you  figure  up  the  bids 
by  districts,  and  throw  out  those  they  would  not  have 
accepted  anyway,  you  will  find  there  would  have 
been  a  saving  "f  s'eveial  thousand  dollars  to  have 
accepted  the  district  bids.  ' 

Mr.  \\  heeier — Has  the  gentleman  figured  that  up? 
It  is  rather  a  general  statement. 

Mr.  Lovell— I  have  not  figured  it  up,  but  I  have 
several  bids  for  COOO  tons  which  average  nearly  $5.54 
a  ton. 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  am  very  sure  that  the  difference 
would  have  been  reduced  much  more  than  half. 
Then- would  have  been  the  necessity  of  providing  a 
horse  and  carriage  for  the  Superintendent  of  Coal, 
but  the  grejt  reason  is  that  the  interest  of  the  city 
demand*  that  toe  contract  should  be  awarded  to  one 
party.  !  ecause  in  the  other  cases  the  city  meets  with 
That  was  thp  experience  of  last  year.  It  is 
of  the  highest  importaoce  that  each  ton  of  coal 
should  be  examined  and  weighed  by  the  city  officer 
whose  duty  it  is  to  attend  to  it. 

Mr.  Lovell— Is  there  anything  in  this  contract 
which  prohibits  the  successlul  bidder  from  letting  it 
out  in  the  different  districts  of  the  city? 

Mr.  Wheeler — I  have  not  examined  the  contract 
and  cannot  state  what  its  terms  are. 

Mr.  Lovell— If  that  is  not  so,  I  do  not  s<re  why  this 
contractor  could  not  make  the  city  of  Boston  a  party 
to  the  system  of  district  delivery. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence. 

SALARIES  OF  FERRY  EMPLOYEES. 

Mr.  Morrison,  of  Ward  1,  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment for  eight  o'ciock,  viz.: 

Report  of  Committee  on  Ferries  that  the  order  to 
restore  ferry  employees  to  the  salaries  paid  prior  to 
the  reduction  of  1<S77,  ought  not  to  pass,  with  mo- 
tion to  substitute  the  minority  report  recommending 
the  pa-sage  of  the  order. 

The  question  was  upon  substitution. 

Mr.  Morrison  ot  Ward  1 — In  1877  all  the  ferry  em- 

gloj  eel  had  their  salaries  reduced  about  ten  per  cent. 
Irjce  thf  n  part. of  the  employees  have  had  their  sal- 
ariea  restored  to  the  former  amounts  There  are 
many  men  employed  on  the  ferries  receiving  low 
wages,  such  as  deck  hands,  liremen  and  gatemen, 
who  have  not  bad  their  salaries  increased.  The 
gatemen  have  to  work  about  ten  hours  a 
day,  and  thirty  one  days  in  the  month,  and 
receive  about  two  dollars  a  day.  The  deck 
bands  receive  less,  and  the  firemen  are  paid  in 
about  the  same  proportion.  The  majority  report 
says  that  the  City  Council  have  no  authority  to  in- 
crease the  salaries  of  the  ferry  employees,  but  the 
City  Council  reduced  those  salaiies  in  1877.  and  I 
see  no  reason  why  they  have  not  authority  to  in- 
crease them  at  the  present  time.  The  majority  say 
it  will  take  an  extra  appropriation  of  from  $10,000  to 
812,000,  it  these  salaries  arc  increased.  1  went  to 
see  the  clerk  of  the  ferries  to-day,  and  he  informs 


me  that  it  will  take  less  than  half  that  amount.  The 
order  says  that  the  salaries  shall  he  restored  provided 
the  employees  are  as  competent  as  were  those  prior 
to  the  reduction.  I  believe  there  have  been  only 
three  changes  in  that  department  since  then,  and  it 
seems  to  me  the  present  employees  are  just  as  com- 
petent now  as  they  were  then.  For  that  reason  I 
hope  the  majority  report  will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Williams— How  do  these  salaries  compare 
with  those  employed  on  t.be  Chelsea  ferry? 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  1— The  salaries  are  about 
the  same,  and  the  work  about  twice  as  hard.  These 
boats  run  seven-minute  trips,  and  the  Chelsea  ferry 
boals  run  about  every  half-hour. 

Mr.  Williams— How  about  the  hours? 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  1— The  hours  are  about  the 
same. 

Mr.  Farkmau,  of  Ward  9 — The  city  government 
has  placed  the  control  of  the  East  Boston  ferries,  by 
section  3  of  the  ordinance,  in  the  care  of  a  beard  of 
directors,  upon  which  this  Council  did  me  the  honor 
to  place  me.  That  board  endeavors  to  manage 
the  ferries  for  the  best  interest  of  the  people  who 
travel  over  them, and  of  theelty  which  owns  the  ferries. 
In  the  course  of  business  it  has  been  their  duty  to 
establish  the  salaries  of  the  employees  of  that  de- 
partment. In  the  words  of  the  majority  report,  I  do 
not  consider  this  a  proper  place  to  discuss  that  ques- 
tion. The  city  government  having  placed  those  mat- 
ters in  the  care  of  the  directors,  and  unless  they  wish 
to  change  the  ordinance  and  lake  everything  back 
into  lheii  hands,  I  think  they  should,  with  due 
courtesy  to  the  board  of  directors,  whom  they  have 
elected,  leave  it  where  it  is.  If  they  wish  to  bring 
all  these  questions  of  the  details  of  government  into 
their  own  barms,  the  City  Council  has  only  to  repeal 
the  section  of  the  ordinance  referred  to.  While  the 
City  Council  have  confidence  in  the  board  of  direc- 
tors of  the  ferries,  that  duty  should  be  left  with 
them.  The  question  of  salaries  has  been  carefully 
considered  by  the  board  of  directors.  There  never 
was  known  to  be  a  vacancy  among  the  employees 
caused  by  resignation,  and  for  every  vacancy  oc- 
curring by  death  we  have  many  tpplications.  We  have 
two  or  three  applications  from  employees  on  the  Chel- 
sea ferry,  showing  they  consider  it  an  advance  to  be 
employed  upon  the  East  Boston  ferries.  But  I  do 
not  wish  to  go  into  the  matter  at  length.  I  agree 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  5,  Mr.  Dudley,  who 
signed  the  majority  report,  in  saying  that  tins  is  a 
matter  which,  until  the  ordinance  is  repealed,  ought 
to  be  left  to  tne  directors. 

Mr.  Oove  of  Warn  1— I  was  somewhat  familiar 
with  the  ordinance  in  reference  to  ferries  at  the  time 
I  had  this  order  drawn  up,  and  have  every  confidence 
in  the  directors.  It  is  getting  to  be  rather  a  fre- 
quently-used phrase  m  the  Council  that  we  have 
confidence  in  directors  and  committees,  &c.  But, 
however,  T  believe  this  matter  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  directors,  which  keeps  it  out  of  the  line 
of  political  patronage  But  it  seems  to  me  that  this 
case  is  a  proper  one  for  the  Cily  Courcil  to  discuss 
and  become  familiar  with,  so  that  they  may  Know  the 
wnnts  and  necessities  of  that  department.  With  all 
due  respect  to  the  board  of  directors,  I  propose  to 
dissent  from  their  opinion  and  to  present  a  few  facts 
to  the  Council.  In  1877  there  was  a  reduction  of 
from  10  to  12  per  cent,  in  the  salaries  of  all  em- 
ployees in  that  department.  Siuce  then  those  who 
are  getting  the  largest  salaries  have  received  the 
same  wages  that  they  had  in  1877,  and  those  getting 
the  lesser  salaries  have  been  left  at  the  figures  they 
were  paid  at  the  time  they  were  cut  down.  'Now 
then,  the  business  upon  the  ferries  has  increased 
very  materially  since  the  reduction  in  1877.  m  1877 
352,894  one-uorse  teams  went  over  the  ferries.  In  the 
year  ending  .May  1st,  1881,  there  were  471,051  of  the 
same  class  of  teams,  an  increase  ot  118,157.  of 
two-horse  teams  there  was  an  increase  this  last 
year  over  1877  of  42,632,  and  all  the  other  ttams 
have  increase  in  the  same  proportion.  In  1877  the 
number  ot  foot  passengers  was  5,839,821;  for  toe  last 
year,  8,134,069;  an  increase  of  2,294,848.  Where  the 
increase  is  so  marked,  you  can  easily  conceive  the 
extra  amount  of  labor  they  have  to  perform  now 
over  that  performed  m  1877.  Then,  Mr.  President, 
there  is  another  question  that  comes  inhere:  The 
appropriations  made  tor  that  Ceparlment  in  the  last 
few  years.  In  1870-7  the  appropriation  was  $191,- 
200;  in  1877-8,  $105,000;  in  1878-9,  $165,000;  in  1879- 
80,  $155,000,  and  in  1880-81,  $170,000.  This  year  the 
appropriation  is  $180,700.  There  is  to  be  some  extra 
work  done  this  year  to  the  amount  of  $10,600.  I 
claim  t.'.'at  these  men  employed  with  extra  work  and 
on  account  of  the  increase  of  passage  over  the 
ferries  are  entitled  to  an  increase  of  wages.  The 
number  of  hours  per  day  will  average  nine  and 
two-sevenths    for    each     and    every    day    of    the 
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month,  making  over  65  hours  each  week.  Their 
hours  are  not  regular;  some  days  they  work  14, 
some  days  16.  Their  hours  for  rest  are  very  much 
cut  up;  they  have  no  particular  time  to  themselves 
and  cannot  depend  upon  any  time  for  rest.  There- 
fore 1  claim  on  account  of  that  fact  they  are  entitled 
to  an  increase.  All  I  ask  for  them  to  leceive  is 
simply  to  have  them  put  Lack  where  they  were  in 
1877.  I  think  the  Council  would  be  warranted  in 
voting  for  it.  I  know  this  is  a  question  which  we 
sometimes  call— and  justly  too— one  of  bunkum,  but 
I  do  not  get  up  here  and  ask  for  anything  on  that  ac- 
count. 1  do  not  want  anybi  dy  to  vote  for  it  because 
it  is  what  is  called  the  labor  question.  I  simply  ask 
for  it  as  a  matter  of  fairness,  honesty  and  square 
dealing  as  between  the  city  and  the  men  in  its 
employ.  If  they  are  not  entitled  to  it  don't  vote 
for  it;  if  they  are  entitled  to  it,  then  I  hope  the 
Council  will  vote  for  it.  I  am  perfectly  satis- 
fied myself,  and  hope  I  cave  made  it  perfectly 
lucid  to  the  Council.  From  all  the  information  I 
can  get  those  men  are  entitled  to  the  increase,  and  I 
hope  the  Council  will  pass  the  order. 

Mr.  Quigley  of  Ward  2—1  hope  the  Council  will 
see  fit  to  accept  this  minority  report.  From  what  I 
have  learned  I  think  the  committee  were  a  little 
misinformed  about  the  amount  of  extra  appropria- 
tion that  would  be  needed.  My  opinion  is  that  one 
half  of  the  amount  named  would  have  been  sufficient 
and  if  the  information  had  been  properly  submitted 
to  the  committee  there  would  have  been  no  need  of 
bringing  in  a  minority  leport.  On  account  of  the 
hard  labor  those  men  have  to  perform,  the  number 
of  hours  they  have  to  work,  and  the  fact  that  many 
nave  to  give  bonds  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
their  duty,  it  is  nothing  more  than  right  that  they 
should  receive  a  fair  compensation  for  tueir  labor. 
It  is  nothing  more  than  fair,  just  and  right  that  an 
increase  be  made. 

Mr.  Farkman— Does  the  gentleman  mean  to  state 
that  the  employees  on  the  ferries  do  not  get  a  fair 
compensation  for  wnat  they  do?  I  do  not  wish  to  go 
into  the.  question,  'out  the  directors  have  already 
considered  the  matter  of  salaries,  and  it  is  not  a  new 
thing  to  us.  I  have  been  two  years  on  the  board  and 
never  knew  an  employee  to  leave  the  ferries,  which 
would  tend  to  show  that  they  were  t,ot  very  harshly 
treated.  To-day  W5  have  fifty  applications  from 
other  ferry  companies  showing  thai,  in  the  minds  of 
people  knowing  the  work,  they  consider  that,  the 
salary  is  ample.  We  have  had  petitions  before  us 
for  increase  of  wages.  I  am  not  surprised  at  that; 
employees  in  every  department  want  their  salaries 
raised.  But  I  think  the  board  could  give  this  sub- 
ject better  consideration  than  the  City  Council  can. 
They  can  compare  the  salaries  paid  in  corres- 
ponding departments  in  New  York  and  other 
cities.  The  directors  have  considered  the  matter 
carefully,  and  it  should  be  left  to  them,  because 
they  can  decide  upon  it  better  than  the  City  Council 
can. 

Mr.  Gove— By  the  inquiries  of  the  gentleman  as  to 
the  pay  received  by  gatemen  or  tollmen  on  the  fer- 
ries between  New  York  and  Jersey  City,  did  he  learn 
that  they  get  no  more  than  eighty-five  dollars  per 
month? 

Mr.  Farkman — I  cannot  state  from  pe-.-sonal  re- 
membrance, as  I  have  not  the  figures  with  me. 

Mr.  Gove— In  New  York  the  other  day  one  of  the 
ferry  em  ployees  there  told  me  that  those  who  rec  eived 
tolls  got  §150  a  month  on  the  ferry  between  the  Penn- 
sylvania depot  and  Desbrosses  street.  There  was  one 
other  question  which  the  gentleman  from  Wai-d  2 
called  to  my  mind.  TLe  tollmen  have  to  give  a  bond 
of  $5000, 1  think  it  is,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
their  duty.  They  are  placed  in  a  position  of  trust 
and  responsibility.  As  the  key  note  of  this  question 
has  been  stiuck  this  year  and  will  be  again,  I  hope 
gentlemen  will  take  that  into  consideration  to-day. 

The  motion  to  substitute  the  minority  report  for 
that  of  the  majority  was  declared  carried.  Mr.  Park- 
man  doubted  the  vote,  and  on  mot. on  of  Mr.  Quigley 
thi  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  motion  to 
substitute  was  adopted;  yeas  36,  nays  16. 

Yeas— Bartlett,  Bigelow,  Browr,H.  B.  Clapp.Con- 
lin,  Council,  Costello,  Cotton,  Ci-onin,  Daly,  Dev- 
lin, C.  F.  Dohertv,  J.  Doherty,  Fisk,  Folao,  Gove, 
Harding,  Lauten,  Maguire,  Mathews,  J.  A.  Mc- 
Laugnlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  MeNamara,  Means,  N. 
M.  Alornson,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Murphy,  Pope, 
Powers,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Swan,Teevan,  Wakefield. 
Whitmore— 36. 

Navs— Beal,Brimbebom,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery, 
Farw'ell,  Freeman,  Hart,  Hilton,  Parkman,  Pratt, 
Pray.  Viles,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Williams— 16. 

The  report  as  amended  was  accepted,  and  the  order 
to  restore  the  wages  to  the  amounts  pai  1  prior  to  the 
reduction  of  1877  was  read  a  second  time  and  massed. 


Mr.  Quigley  moved   a  reconsideration,  hoping    it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Wheeler  called  up  the  past  assignment,  viz.: 
Report  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  in  regard  to  the 
changing  of  certain  call  compauies  into  permanent 
companies  (document  86).  Referred,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wheeler,  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 
RULES  AXD  ORDERS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  up  the  special  assignment 
for  8  o'clock,  viz.,  report  of  the  Committee  on  Rules 
and  Orders  of  the  Common  Council,  recommending 
a  change  so  that  a  motion  to  close  debate  could  r.e 
entertained,  &c,  and  on  his  motion,  the  report  was 
recommitted. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 
Ordinance  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Fublic 
Buildings  to  sell  old  material,  &c.  Passed.  Ser.t  up. 
Ordinance  to  amend  the  ordinance  in  relation  to 
deeds,  providing  that  the  M^yor  may  execute  in- 
struments acknowledging  performance  of  conditions 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners instead  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
Passed.    Sent  up. 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PRINTING. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  rule  was  suspend- 
ed, and    on  his  motion  the  Council  thereupon  pro- 
ceeded to  the  election  of   Superintendent  of  Print- 
ing. 

Committee— Messrs.  Bovle  of  Ward  8,  Bigebw  of 
Ward  25,  and  Clapp  of  Ward  14. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 50 

Necessary  for  a  choice 26 

George  Coolidge  had 45 

W.  B.  Smart : 1 

James  Teavan 1 

Daniel  J.  Sweeney ...  1 

William  F.  Hutchings 1 

Paddy  Anthony 1 

Mr.  Coolidge  was  elected  on  the  part  of  the  Coun- 
cil.   Sent  up. 

F.XTENSION  OF  HARRISON  AVENUE. 
Mr.  Gove,  of  Ward  1,  moved  to  suspend  the  rule, 
in  order  that  he  might  move  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  of  last  meeting,  whereby  it  was  voted  to  ex- 
tend Harrison  avenue.  He  and  other  members  had 
intended  to  discuss  the  matt'r,  but  it  went  through 
without,  his  knowing  anything  about  it,  and  he  was 
not  in  the  lobby  smoking,  but  was  in  his  seat  attend- 
ing to  city  business.  Somebody  was  talking  to  him 
at  the  time. 

The  Council  refused  to  suspend  the  rule,  17  for,  15 
against. 

Mr.  Costelto  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  in  order 
that  he  might  offer  an  order  »or  a  public  hearing  in 
regard  to  the  fire  limits.  Lost — ten  for,  twenty-one 
against. 

Mr.  Parkman  moved  that  the  roll  be  called,  as  a 
quorum  appeared  not  to  be  present. 

The  President— It  is  manifest  to  the  chair,  with- 
out calling  the  roll,  that  a  qnorurn  is  present. 
ELEVATORS  AND  HOISTWAYS. 
The  following  was  received: — 
DEPARTMENT  FOR  THE  StTRVET  AND    INSPECTION 
OF  BUILDINGS. 

To  the  Honorable  Ctty  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Gentlemen, — In  reply  to  your  order  that  the  In- 
spector of  Buildings  be  directed  to  report  to  the 
City  Council  whether  the  laws  in  relation  to  eleva- 
tors in  buildings  are  rigidly  enforced ;  and  what,  if 
any,  additional  legislation  is  needed  to  prevent  acci- 
dents from  the  use  ©f  such  elevators. 

I  would  state  that  the  law  regulating  hoistways  and 
elevators  in  this  city  is  as  follows: 

In  any  store  or  building  in  Boston  in  which  there 
shall  exist  or  be  placed  any  hoistway,  elevaUr  or 
well  hole,  the  openings  thereof  through  and  upon 
each  floor  of  the  said  building  shall  be  provided 
with  and  protected  by  a  good  and  substantial  railing, 
and  such  good  aud  si  fficient  trav)  doors  with  which 
to  close  the  same  as  may  be  directed  and  approved  by 
the  Inspector  of  Buildings;  and  such  trap  doors 
shall  be  kept  closed  at  all  times  except  when  in  actu- 
al use  by  the  occupant  or  occupants  of  the  building 
having  the  use  and  control  of  the  same. 

For  any  neglect  or  violation  of  the  provisions  of 
this  section,  a  penalty  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
dollars  for  each  and  every  offence  may  be  imposed 
upon  the  owner,  lessee  or  occupant  of  said  building. 

This  act  was  approved  April  25th,  1872,  and  is 
being  enforced  as  well  as  it  can  consistently,  w.th 
other  duties  of  the  department  which  are  imperative 
on  it  by  statute  and  ordinances. 
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This  law  is  so  defective  in  construction  as  to  defeat 
the  very  object  sought  to  be  obtained  by  its  enact- 
ment. Additional  legislation  is  not  only  needed,  but 
in  tbe  judgment  of  this  department  demanded. 

The  question  of  safety  in  the  matter  of  elevators 
was  by  a  large  number  of  petitions  "from  the  several 
cities  and  toenail)  this  Commonwealth"  presented 
at  tbe  last  session  of  the  legislature,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Labor.  The  chairitan,  Senator 
Van  Nustraud,  addressed  a  commuuicati  n  to  the 
Inspector  of  Buildings  to  appear  before  the  commit- 
tee Hid  give  such  information  as  his  experience 
might  suggest. 

The  Legislative  Committee  by  vote  requested  the 
1  ;i  -  pector.of  Buildings,  to  prepare  a  bill  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  petitioners  of  this  Commonwealth, 
as  to  construction  and  operation  of  elevators.  A  bill 
was  piepared  and  presented,  and  reeeived  the  ap- 
proval of  State  Inspector  Kufus  K.  Wade  as  meeting 
the  requirements  of  satety  to  life  and  protection 
against  the  spreading  of  tire;  was  unanimously  re- 
ported by  the  committee  to  the  Hou~e  and  referred 
to  the  House  Judiciary  Committee  who  in  turn  re- 
ported that  the  bill  ought  not  to  pass. 

I  herewith  submit  a  list  of  accidents  on  record  in 
this  department,  from  the  use  of  elevators  andboist- 
wiivs  during  the  year  1880 and  up  to  the  present  time. 

Francis  P.  Mahan  fell  through  hoistlug  No.  31  Bar- 
rett street,  escaped  injury. 

Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co.'s  elevator  ran  down  a  dis- 
tance of  twenty-two  feet,  without  injury  to  oecu- 
pan  s  of  car. 

Samuel  Bateman  came  to  his  death  at  No.  25  Mer- 
nuiac  street,  by  Iron  weight  falling  through  openings 
in  floors  and  striking  said  Bateman. 

Frederick  Mcintosh  met  his  death  by  falling 
through  elevator-way  on  Eustis  street,  corner  Prescott 
.street. 

Timothy  Sweeny  met  with  a  painful  accident  by 
falling  down  hoistway  in  building  Ko.  41C  on  Har- 
rison  avenue. 

Chas.  Demyer  and  Hugh  McCrystal  met  with  a  seri- 
ous accident  in  Roxbury  Carpet|  Company's  building. 

.Mr.  H.  S.  Keyes  met  with  an  accident  while  on 
elevator, 9,  11  anil  13  Chardon  street,  caused  by  part- 
ing ot  wire  rone. 

Miss  Nellie  Conroy  met  with  a  fatal  accident  in 
Houghton  &  Duttbn's  store,  55  Tremont  street, 
caused  by  dumb-waiter  or  heist  in  its  duscent  striking 
her  on  the  bead. 

Austin  L.  Crain  fell  through  hoistway  in  building 
Xo.  33  Central  wharf,  and  received  serious  injuries. 

Edward  Johnson  met  with  a  fatal  accident  in 
elevator  of  building  No.  27  and  29  Winter  street. 

.Mr.  David  J.  Buckley  met  with  a  painful  accident 
by  falling  down  elevator-way  in  building  28  and  32 
Beach  street. 

Mr.  John  Johnson,  while  repairing  elevator  in 
building  No.  637  Main  street,  Charlestown  District, 
met  with  a  painful  accident. 

Charles  Iviely  met  with  a  serious  accident  in  ele- 
vator in  building  79-81  Summer  street. 

Daniel  S.  Mescrve  had  hi=  leg  broken  by  falling 
through  elevator  opening  in  building  No.  89  Broad 
street. 

Mi-s  Josephine  Enos  lost  her  life  by  falling  through 
elevator  opening  in  building  Nos.  1-3  Winthrop 
square. 

Appended  to  this  report  is  a  copy  of  the  bill  which 
faded  to  pass  the  last  session  of  the  General  Court. 

Tins  bill,  in  my  opinion,  fully  meets  the  present 
requirements  of  the  case. 

Very  respecttully,  I  am  vcur  obedient  servant, 
John  S.  Damrf.ll, 
Inspector  of  Buildings. 

Appended  to  tue  above  was  the  draft  of  an  act  to 
carrv  out  the  recommendations  therein-made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wheeler  the  document  was  or- 
dered punted  and  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  eight  o'clock. 

1TRL'  ALARM  BELL  AT  GRAND  JUNCTION-  WHARVES 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Ward  23,  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Fire  Depart- 
ment, who  were  requested  to  consider  and  report  on 
the  expediency  of  placiug  a  fire  alarm  bell  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Pier  No.  10,  Grand  Junction  wharves,  East 
Boston)  having  complied  with  the  request,  beg  le-ve 
io  report,  that  upon  examination  it  is  found  that  the 
locality  referred  to  does  not  afford  the  proper  facili- 
ceasary  for  the  establishment  of  an  a'arm  bell, 
that  to  accommodate  cue  it  would  be  necessary  to 
erect  a  bell  tower  upon  the  wharf  at  considerable 
expense.  The  comn  ittee  are  therefore  of  opinion 
that  it  U  inexpedient  to  tak e  any  further  action  in 
the  matter.  For  the  Committee. 

A.  S.  Brown. 
Accepted,    sent  up. 


PUBLIC     GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Parkman,  of  "Ward  9,  submitted  the  following 
from  *he  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds: 

Report  on  remonstrance  of  Elbridge  Smith  and 
others  against  the  use  of  the  Gibson  school  funas 
lands  as  a  playground;  that  no  action  is  necessary 
on  the  part  of  the  City  Council.    Accepted.  Sert  up. 

Report  on  petition  of  City  Point  Protective  Asso- 
ciation that  the  city  plant  trees  in  the  streets  in 
South  Boston;  that  a  number  of  trees  have  already 
been  planted  in  that  section  of  the  city,  and  as  the 
time  for  setting  out  trees  has  gone  by  for  this  season, 
the  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  no  further 
action  is  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  City  Council. 
Accepted.    Sent  np. 

Report  on  petition  of  Citizens'  Trade  Association 
of  East  Boston,  that  the  city  set  out  trees  in  the  streets 
of  Boston ;  that  a  number  ot  trees  havejbeen  planted  in 
that  section  of  the  city  by  this  department,  and  the 
season  for  planting  trees  having  passed,  no  further 
action  Is  necessary  on  the  part  of  tb e  City  Council. 
Accepted.    Sent  up. 

PUBLIC  PARKS. 

Mr.  Pratt.of  Ward  21,submitted  tbe  following  (City 
Doe.  93): 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Public  Paiks,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  several  orders,  petitions  and 
other  documents  relating  to  the  establishme- 1  of 
parks  in  the  city  of  Boston,  having  considered  the 
subject,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

The  committee  have  given  full  consideration  to  all 
the  petitious,  reports  and  other  matters  referred  to 
them;  have  given  a  public  bearing  to  the  petitioners 
for  tbe  Marine  Park  at  South  Boston,  and  have  also 
examined,  with  the  company  and  assistance  of  the 
Park  Commissioners  and  Mr.  Frederick  Law  Olm- 
sted, most  of  the  tracts  referred  to  in  these  papers. 

Although  they  have  been  over  tbe  whole  ground 
afresh,  tbey  do  not  believe  it  necessary  at  this  time 
to  enter  upon  a  full  discussion  of  the  merits  and  ad- 
vantages of  the  particular  places  named,  or  of  the 
general  scheme  of  parks  for  tbe  City  of  Boston. 
These  have  formed  the  suoject  of  careful  reports 
and  eloquent  speeches  for  the  past  five  years,  and 
the  entire  literature  of  the  subject  can  be  found  in 
our  city  documents. 

Most  persons  are  agreed  as  to  the  desirability  of 
parks;  the  principal  difference  of  opinion  is  as  to 
tbeir  specific  location  and  the  financial  abil'ty  ct  the 
city  to  piovide  them. 

fn  this  connection,  we  may  refer  particularly  to 
the  petitions  of  William  Perkins  and  others,  pre- 
sented in  .he  City  Council  just  before  the  municipal 
election  in  1880,  and  referred  to  the  coimnitte. which 
ran  as  follows: 

"  To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  and  Com- 
mon Council  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Your  petitioners,  citizens,  and  taxpayers,  desire  to 
protest  against  the  appropriation  of  any  money  for 
tbe  purchase  of  land  for  park  purposes  so  long  as 
our  assessment  for  taxes  remains  at  the  high  rate  it 
now  is,  and  based,  as  we  believe,  on  a  valuation  of 
real  estate  very  largely  in  excess  of  its  true  value, 
believing  that  upon  a  just  and  true  valuation  we 
should  find  our  debt  above  the  legal  limit.  Not 
wishing  to  say  we  are  opoosed  to  parks,  but  we  do 
say  that  at  this  time  the  city  should  not  iucur  a  debt 
for  anything  we  can  Dossibly  do  without  " 

These  netitions  were  widely  circulated  at  a  time 
when  public  sentiment  was  politically  irritated  upon 
the  pa'k  question,  and  when  a  vigorous  effort  was 
made  to  find  opposition.  Your  committee  think  that 
the  time  has  come  when  these  petitions  are  to  be 
considered  as  in  favor  of  immediate  action. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  rate  of  assessment  will  be 
reduced  from  $15.20  la>t  year,  to  a  sum  less  than 
$14.20  this  year.  The  sales  of  real  estate  during  the 
present  season  instead  of  showing  that  the  assessors' 
valuation  was  "very  largely  in  excess  of  its  true 
value,"  have  indicated  a  current  market  value  of 
from  10  to  30  per  cent,  more  than  the  assessed  valua- 
tion. Instead  of  finding  "our  debt  above  the  legal 
limit,"  we  find  a  present  linrt  of  indebtedness  in- 
creased from  $960,000  last  year  to  $2,100,000  this 
year;  and  as  we  have  provided  for  no  other  loans, 
and  have  no  debt  coming  due,  we  can  safely  calcu- 
late that  before  the  end  of  this  municipal  year  our 
margin  for  indebtedness  will  be  more  than  $3,000,- 
000. 

The  circumstances  have,  therefore,  all  changed, 
and  your  committee  believe  that  the  time  was  never 
more  propitious  for  action  upon  this  important  sub- 
ject. 

Your  committee  recommend  that  an  end  be  put  to 
sectional  contentions  respecting  park  lands,  and 
that,   while  due  attention  is  given  to  the  particular 
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needs  of  each  locality,  mote  particular  consideration 
be  given  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  whole  city. 

To  this  end  they  recommend  the  taking  of  smaller 
areas  in  those  parts  of  the  city  not  yet  provided  for, 
and  the  taking  of  one  large  tract  for  a  park  proper 
for  the  whole  city. 

In  this  connection  they  wish  to  refer  particularly 
to  the  following  communications  from  the  Park 
Commissioners  and  Mr.  Frederick  Law  Olmsted: 

Park  Department,  Boston,  June  10, 1881. 
C.  H.  B.  Breck,  Esq., Chain  tan  Committee  on  Public 

Parks  of  the  City  Council, 

Sir,— The  board  having  received  the  following 
vote  of  the  committee,  dated  May  11,  1881,  viz.: 
"That  the  Park  Commissioners  be  requested  to  ex- 
amine and  report  whether  any  reduction  of  the  area 
heretofore  proposed  by  them  for  a  park  at  West 
Roxbury  could  be  made  without  serious  sacrifice  of 
the  controlling  motives  which  led  to  their  selection 
of  the  site;  and,  if  so,  what  reductions  could  be 
made,  and  in  what  degree  the  cost  of  the  park  would 
probably  be  lessened  by  them,"  begs  leave  to  repor.t 
that  the  territory  has  been  examined  and  the  subject 
considered,  with  the  aid  of  Mr.  Olmsted,  whose  re- 
port upon  the  matter  is  herewith  presented,  and 
which  the  board  approves,  so  far  as  it  answers, tthe 
request  of  the  committee,  but  does  not  think  that 
such  a  reduction  can  be  made  without  serious  sacri- 
fice of  the  controlling  motives  which  led  to  the  se- 
lection of  the  site  for  the  chief  park  of  the  city,  and, 
consequently,  of  the  best  interests  and  enjoyment  of 
the  Deople  of  Boston. 

Should,  however,  the  City  Council  for  economic 
reasons  think  it  wise  to  reduce  the  area,  as  suggested 
by  Mr.  Olmsted's  report,  the  cost  of  the  land  would 
probably  be  lessened  about  $200,000,  and  the  board 
would  recommend  that  an  appropriation  be  made, 
and  that  it  be  authorized  to  purchase  not  less  than 
three  hundred  acres  of  land,  upon  or  immediately 
adjoining  the  site  already  selected  for  a  park  at 
"West  Roxbury,  upon  the  same  basis  as  was  recom- 
mended in  its'report  of  December  1, 1879. 

For  the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners. 
Respectfully, 

C.  H.  Damon,  Chairman. 

Mr.  Olmsted's  Report. 
C.  H.  Dalton,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the  lark  Commis- 
sion. 

Sir, — In  reply  to  your  inquiry  of  24th  inst.,  I  beg  to 
observe  that  the  all-important  feature  of  the  site 
proposed  for  a  park  at  West  Roxbury  is  a  gentle  val- 
ley, nearly  a  mile  in  length,  and  of  an  average 
breadth,  between  the  steeper  slopes  of  the  bordering 
hills  of  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  Relieved  of  a 
few  buildings,  roads,  causewaysand  fences;  given  an 
unbroken  surface  of  turf,  and  secluded  by  woods  on 
the  hillsides,  their  edges  breaking  into  bays,  capes, 
and  detached  groups,  a  perfect  example  would  be 
had  of  a  type  of  scenery  which  is  generally  thought 
more  soothing  in  its  influence  than  any  other.  A  man 
might  wander  for  hundreds  of  miles  through  the 
country  without  coming  upon  one  as  comolete  and 
free  from  incongruity.  No  site  has  been  proposed 
for  a  park  near  Boston  which  is  to  be  compared  with 
it  in  this  respect. 

Natural  tranquility,  without  bareness  or  deadness, 
is  the  quality  more  to  be  valued  in  a  public  recrea- 
tion ground.  There  is  simply  the  difficulty  connected 
with  it  of  reconciling  'the  necessary  apparatus  of 
public  use  with  the  requirements  of  consistency  and 
harmony  of  expression — of  making  them,  that  is  to 
say,  sufficiently  modest  and  unobtrusive.  Assuming 
that  this  difficulty  can  be  met  with  fair  success,  the 
opportunity  is  an  exceedingly  valuable  one,  and  it 
would  be  imp'.ovident  for  the  city,  with  its  present 
prospect  of  increased  population  and  future  pros- 
perity, to  neglect  to  secure  it. 

The  quiet  pastoral  dale,  the  natural  beauty  Of  which 
is  now  broken  and  obscured  by  roads,  buildings,  or- 
chards and  crops,  with  so  much  of  the  adjoining  ele- 
vations as  would  be  necessary  to  control  it,  occupies 
less  than  three-quarters  of  the  tract  first  recom- 
mended by  your  commission  to  be  taken  for  a  park. 
The  remaining  part  of  the  original  area  is  mainly 
of  two  descriptions,  a  part  being  outlying  dale  laud 
detached  in  landscape,  more  or  less,  from  the  main 
valley;  the  other  part  rough  upland,  mostly  shaded 
by  rather  stunted  woods,  but  with  many  grand  rocks, 
and  adapted  to  yield,  at  moderate  expense  to  a  pictu- 
resque development. 

The  value  of  the  smoother  outland  lies  in  the  fact, 
first,  that  if  it  were  not  available,  the  main  valley 
would  be  likely  to  be  used  for  various  special 
methods  and  appliances  of  popular  recreation,  which, 
as  before  suggested,  would  bean  injury  to  its  scenery; 
second,  in  the  readier  and  greater  seclusion  which 


plantations  upon  it  would  give  the  main  valley; 
third,  in  the  more  varied  rural  attractions  which 
might  be  offered  in  the  park  by  skilful  use  of  it;  and, 
fourth,  in  the  greater  length  of  roads  which  it  would 
allow  to  be  made  without  cutting  into  the  central 
sweep  of  greensward. 

The  special  value  of  the  outlying  rough  and  wood- 
ed land  consists  in  its  immediate  availability  as  a 
shaded,  rambling,  and  picnic  ground;  in  the  dis- 
tinct interest  of  its  picturesque  elements,  and  in  the 
heightened  effect  which  would  be  obtained  by  con- 
trast of  character  passing  between  it  and  the  dale 
scenery. 

The  question  now  raised,  is  whether  any  notable 
part  of  the  ou'lying  land  of  either  class  can  be  dis- 
pensed with  without  a  serious  diminution  of  the  val- 
ue of  the  site  as  a  whole  for  public  use?  It  is  main- 
ly a  question  of  what  use  tbe  public  will,  in  tbe  fu- 
ture, need  to  make  of  it,  and  this  again  is  mainly  a 
question  of  what  is  elsewhere  to  be  provided. 

If  this  were  to  be  the  only  considerable  provision 
of  tbe  city  for  out-of-door  recreation,  the  whole 
would  be  inadequate  to  the  purpose,  and  for  this  rea- 
son: 

In  time  the  numbers  resorting  to  it,  on  days  its  un- 
restricted use  would  be  most  val  uable,  woula  be  so 
Jarge  that  the  provisions  for  them  first  made,  in 
roads,  shade,  houses  of  refreshment,  and  arrange- 
ments for  special  forms  of  recreation,  would  be 
found  too  limited;  and  to  obtain  an  enlargement  of 
them  the  quiet  of  the  valley  would  be  invaded,  and 
little  by  little  tbe  only  special  charm  which  had  led 
the  locality  to  be  selected  as  a  park  would  be  de- 
stroyed. Therefore  this  question  cannot  be  prudent- 
ly considered  without  reference  to  others  which 
your  commission  has  heretofore  brought  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  City  Council,  and  to  one  more  particu- 
larly. 

"Within  a  mile  of  this  West  Roxbury  site  the  city 
has  been  offered  120  acres  of  land,  for  a  public  re- 
creation ground,  with  the  condition  that  it  shall  add 
about  40  to  it,  and  allow  parts  of  it  to  be  occupied  by 
certain  plantations,  to  be  paid  for  out  of  a  fund  of 
which  Harvard  College  has  been  made  trustee  in  per, 
petuity. 

Portions  of  this  ground  are  much  better  adapted 
to  be  used  as  a  rambling  and  picnic  ground  than  any 
at  West  Roxbury.  It  is  already  furnished  with  much 
finer  trees,  and  it  has  the  advantage  for  this  purpose 
of  more  open,  higher  and  more  breezy  elevations, 
commanding  extensive  and  beautiful  distant  views. 

If  the  city  shall  accept  the  gift  of  this  land,  make  a 
road  through  it  and  connect  this  road  with  the  roads 
of  the  West  Roxbury  park,  the  two  grounds  would 
be  used  a  good  deal  in  connection.  They  would  also 
be  used  by  many  alternately,  one  holiday  beinggiven 
to  one,  the  following  to  the  other,  and  the  provis- 
ions for  the  public  of  one  would  complement  and  fill 
out  those  of  the  other. 

A  smaller  extent  and  less  cost  of  roads,  w  alks, 
buildings,  and  plantations  for  shade  would  therefore 
be  required  on  the  ground  now  more  particularly 
under  consideration,  and  a  distinct  character  of 
scenery,  distinct  horticultural  attractions,  and  con- 
trasting points  of  interest  in  other  respects  being 
provided  on  the  Bussey  site,  it  would  be  much  easier 
to  maintain  tbe  distinctive  beauty  of  the  West  Rox- 
bury park  free  from  the  embarrassments  and  incon- 
gruities with  which  it  would  otherwise  be  threat- 
ened. It  follows  that  a  much  smaller  body,  of  what 
I  have  termed  the  outlying  laud,  would  be  necessary 
to  secure  the  essential  purpose  which  justifies  its 
selection. 

I  have,  at  your  request,  gone  carefully  over  the 
ground,  and  have  considered  the  assessed  valuations 
of  the  different  properties  as  published  iu  your 
former  report,  and  am  satisfied  that  if  the  course 
above  suggested  is  adopted  portions  of  the  outlviue 
lands,  originally  proposed  by  your  board  to  be  taken, 
may  be  set  olf,  aggregating  over  150  acres,  tbe  value 
of  which  would  probably  be  more  than  a  third  that 
of  the  entire;  area,  leaving  a  park  of  great  value  be- 
cause of  its  unity  of  character  and  tbe  strong  dis- 
tinctive and  desirably  distinctive  quality  which  it 
mav,  with  very  moderate  works  of  improvement,  be 
made  to  possess. 

If  I  may  be  allowed,  in  closing,  to  express  a  judg- 
ment, based  on  a  careful  study  of  the  experience  of 
many  other  cities,  I  should  say  that  there  is  no  part, 
division,  or  quarter  of  Boston,  which  would  not  gain 
greatly  by  the  city'sacquisition  of  such  apark.  I  may 
go  further.  So  tar  as  1  know,  there  is  no  body  of 
land  within  the  limits  of  the  city  iu  which  a  con- 
siderable expanse  of  tranquil,  "park-like,"  natural 
scenery  could  be  obtained  nearly  as  economically: 
and,  if  not,  an  outlay  sufficient  to  make  it  available 
would  be  a  better  investment  in  the  long  run.  in  my 
judgment,  even  for  the  most  distant  and  least  bene- 
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fited  part  rf  the  city,  than  an  equal  sum  would  be 
laid  out  within  that  quarter,  with  a  virjw  to  a  park 
of  more  detailed  and  speetacula*  interest. 

It  Is  wonderful  that  so  targe  a  body  of  naturally 
attractive  land,  so  near  a  densely  built  city,  should 
be  so  free  Jroni  costly  "improvements."  After  a 
much  more  careful  examination  of  it  than  I  have 
heretofore  made,  my  opinion  of  the  good  fortune  of 
your  commission  in  finding  such  a  piece  of  ground, 
and  its  good  iudgment  in  selecting  it  as  the  site  of 
the  principal  park  in  common  of  the  citizens  of 
Boston,  is  greatly  strengthened. 
Respectfully, 

Fredk.  Law  Olmsted, 
Landscape  Architect, 

17th  May,  1881.  Advisory. 

The  park  improvement  next  in  importance,  and 
the  out-  which  shares  with  the  West  Roxbury  tract 
the  urgency  of  immediate  taking  before  it  has  been 
appropriated  for  other  purposes  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  put  it  beyond  the  reach  of  the  city's  acquire- 
ment, is  ihe  proposed  Marine  Park  at  City  Point. 

The  advantage-  of  tin-  portion  of  fne  proposed 
park  system  have  been  weal  set  forth,  riot  only  by 
previous  comiuitt-es  but  in  ma~y  other  ways,  and 
the  interest  of  the  citizen?  in  it  has  in  uo  ;vise  abated. 
The  Point  is  already  one  of  the  most  frequented 
summer  even'ng  reports  in  the  city,  and  your  com- 
mittee cannot  do  better  than  reiterate  the  opinion 
heretofore  expressed  by  the  Park  Commissioners, 
that  City  Point  "is  the  most  eligible  position  in  the 
harbor  for  a  water  front  esplanade. 

The  proposed  .imorovement  along  ihe  line  of 
Muddy  "river,  although  shadowed  forth  heretofore 
as  a  hygienic  necessity  in  some  form,  has  taken  on 
the  aspect  of  a  paik  iu provetuent  only  duriog  the 
present ;  ear.  Although  it  is  the  youngest,  it  is,  how- 
ever, by  no  means  the  least  important  of  the  meas- 
ures that  have  ciaim^d  our  attention.  The  taking 
of  about  one  hundred  acres  of  laud,  not  very  valu- 
able for  other  purposes,  along  the  line  of  the  Muddy 
river  would  ahate  a  nu^iance.  would  connect  the 
Back  Bay  improvement  appropriately  with  the  land 
already  owned  by  the  city  on  Jamaica  pond,  and 
would  make  not  ouly  a  beautiful  addition  to  the 
park  sj  stem  and  a  better  substitute  for  tLe  parkway 
originally  proposed  by  the  commissioners,  but  would 
add  greatly  to  the  value  of  adjacent  lands. 

The  Muddy  river  is  already  a  nuisance,  and  mast 
in  the  natural  course  of  things,  become  a  greater, 
miles-  some  measures  be  taken  to  prevent  it.  It 
seem?  best  to  vour  committee,  therefore,  to  take  it 
now  at  a  small  comparative  expense,  before  the  his- 
tory of  the  Roxbury  canal  and  Stony  brook  nuis- 
ances is  repeated.  At  the  same  time  a  part  of  the 
proposed  improvement  lies  along  aod  within  the  boun- 
daries of  the  town  of  Brookline.  That  town  is  now 
considering  what  contribution  it  may  make  in  con- 
nection wi'h  the  city  of  Boston  to  this  mutually  de- 
sired object,  and  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion 
that  whatever  steps  be  taken  now  should  be  condi- 
tioned upon  the  taking  ol  corresponding  ones  by  that 
town. 

The  necessity  of  a  park  improvement  along  Charles 
river  has  always  claimed  a  speciallv  favorable  con- 
sideration from  previous  city  governments,  and 
from  citizens  at  large.  By  a  recent  act  of  the  legis- 
lature the  city  is  now  enabled  to  take  land,  and 
proceed  witn  the  construction  of  such  an  im- 
provement between  Cragie's  and  West  Boston 
bridges.  As  the  time  is  limited  within  which 
the  city  may  begin  and  complete  ttvs  improve- 
ment, it  would  seem  advisable  to  take  the  first 
step  now.  The  filliug  and  further  improvement 
can  follow  in  due  course  of  time.  The  stone 
from  the  Beacon  Hid  reservoir  could  be  utilized  in 
building  a  large  portion  of  the  embankment,  while 
the  Health  Department,  now  at  a  loss  for  a  place  in 
which  to  deposit  the  material  which  it  collects, 
would  furnish  a  large  amount  of  tilling  at  an  actual 
saving  to  the  city.  The  adoption  of  this  meagre 
would  not  only  secure  to  the  citizens  of  Boston  a 
beautiful  river-si.le  resort,  but  would  do  those  of  the 
North  ana  We-t  Ends  the  justice  of  providing  for 
their  locality  a  proportionate  and  accessible  portion 
of  the  park  improvements. 

There  are  some  things  for  the  interests  of  the  city 
which,  tor  want  of  locally  organized  agitation,  have 
not  been  brought  so  prominently  to  public  attention 
as  their  merits  deserve.  Among  these  i-  the  pro- 
posed Brighton  park.  A  tract  of  180  acres,  whose 
natural  beauty  and  desirability  for  park  purposes  In 
every  respect  were  long  ago  pointed  out  by  the  Park 
Commissioners,  and  of  which  the  expense  would  be 
comparatively  small.  Taken  in  connection  with  the 
Chestnut  Hill  reservoir,  and  the  }ther  parks  of  the 
proposed  system,  this  is,  in  our  judgment,  one  of  the 
things  which  should  be  provided  for  without  delay. 


The  tract  original iv  proposed  to  be  taken  in  Bast 
Boston,  during  the  time  that  has  elapsed  since  the 
Park  scheme  was  laid  out  (and  the  land  ought  to  h<ive 
been  taken)  has  passed  into  other  bands  for  other 
uses,  and  is  beyond  the  city's  acquisition.  There  are, 
however,  other  lands  in  East  Boston  which  may  be 
iiu;'e  available  for  the  purpose  of  a  large  public 
square  in  that  section  of  tbe  citv,  and  your  commit- 
tee recommend  that  provision  be  made  whereby  the 
Park  Commissioners  may  take  about  titty  acres  of 
land  which  they  deem  most  eligiole  for  that  puipose. 

The  matter  of  the  Arnold  arboretum  has  been 
somewhat  misunderstood  neretofore,  but  is  one  of 
particular  intere-t  and  importance.  The  proposition 
originated  neither  with  the  city  nor  with  Harvard 
College.  Stated  briefly  and  broadly  it  is  a  pro- 
position towards  the  cirrving  out  of  which 
bith  the  Park  Commissioners  and  the  Presi- 
dent and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College  have  been 
brought,  looking  to  the  acquisition  of  about  120 
acres  of  diversified  land  without  cost,  and  about  44 
acres  of  additional  land  at  a  cost  of  about  $50,000. 
All  of  which  the  city  of  Boston  is  to  control  and  its 
citizens  enjoy,  and  about  two-thirds  of  which  will  be 
absolutely  fiee  to  the  public,  and  the  other  third  of 
which  will  ne  as  free  as  the  Public  Garden  now  is; 
that  is,  will  be  under  cultivation  by  Harvard  College 
between  the  drives  and  walks.  If  this  proposition 
can  be  cairied  out  there  would  oe  gained  a  beautiful 
supplement  to  the  Park  svstem,  and  one  which  would, 
in  some  measure,  compensate  for  the  reduction  in 
the  -izeof  the  main  park.  It  would  also  furnish,  as 
is  well  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Olmstead,  a  school  of  ar- 
boriculture unequalled  in  the  world,  of  far  greater 
benefit  directly  to  the  people  of  Boston  and  indirect- 
ly to  tue  city  >s  a  great  public  attraction  and  adorn- 
ment, than  it  would  be  to  Harvard  College.  When  a 
fine  statue  is  offered  as  a  gift,  it  is  meanness  not  to 
furnish  a  pedestal.  We  cannot  believe  the  city  of 
Boston  will  decline  to  furnish  a  few  thousand 'dol- 
lars towards  the  carrying  out  of  a  purpose  so  gener- 
ously submitted  for  its  benefit. 

The  question  of  proper  appropriations  tor  each  of 
these  portions  of  ibePark  sysleui  has  claimed  a  large 
degree  ot  the  attention  of  your  c-imuittee  From 
the  best  light  aud  assistance  we  have  been  able  to 
obtain,  we  are  prepared  to  report  that,  in  our  judg- 
ment, no  greater  appropriations  should  be  made,  or 
recommended  prices  set,  than  the  present  asjessed 
valuation  of  tbe  land.  We  believe  that,  where  the 
Park  Commissioners  are  unable  to  purchase  at  the 
assessed  valuation  any  of  tbe  parcels  to  be  acquired, 
it  will  be  better  for  the  city  that  they  should  take  the 
lands  by  tbe  power  of  eminent  domain  vested  in 
them  by  the  act  of  the  legislature  for  that  purpose. 

Taking,  therefore,  the  assessed  valuation  as  the 
scale  by  which  to  calculate  the  appropriation,  we 
shall  recommend  reducing  the  area  of  one  or  two  of 
the  tracts,  as  we  think  may  be  done  without  great 
detriment  to  the  general  design  and  purposes  of  the 
whole  and  the  parts  of  the  scheme.  We  recommend 
that  a  loan  be  authorized  of  $1,500,000  as  a  sufficient 
and  appropriate  sum  to  be  devoted  to  the  carrying 
out  of  the  several  measures  above  referred  to.  For 
the  apportionment  of  this  sum  we  recommend  the 
following  divisiou,  viz.,  for  the  West  Roxbury  park, 
$600,000;  for  the  City  Point  park,  $100,000;  for  the 
Muddy-river  improvement,  $200,000;  tor  the  Uharles- 
river  embankment,  $300,000;  for  the  Brighton  park, 
$200,000;  for  the  East  Boston  park,  $50,000;  and  for 
the  An.old  arboretum,  $50,000. 

This  plan,  carried  out,  will  put  at  rest  the  agitation 
for  public  parks;  will  be  a  consistent  and  economi- 
cal scheme  for  the  interests  ot  the  city,  and,  by  treat- 
ing the  Park  system  in  a  broad  ar.d  general  manner, 
avoid  the  clash  of  conflicting  interests  which  is  inci- 
dent to  any  attempt  to  treat  the  subject  by  sections. 
It  will  exhaust  a'lout  one-half  of  our  capacity  for 
borrowing  during  this  year,  but  it  will  leave  suffi- 
cient margin  for  providing  tor  other  projected  public 
improvements;  and  it  will  be,  in  the  judgment  of 
your  committee,  a  profitable  investment  for  the  city. 

We  cannot  urge  too  strongly  what  all  our  examina- 
tion has  tended  to  contir  u, — that  it  is  time  now  for 
the  city  to  do  something,  the  right  thing,  and  the 
whole  thing  in  relation  to  the  park  question.  After 
ten  years  of  agitation,  petition. memorial  an  I  discus- 
sion, it  is  time  to  enter  upon  an  era  of  action.  The 
fact  that  park  expenditures  are  more  than  ropaid  to 
tbe  citv  treasury  from  which  they  are  made,  is  set- 
tled beyond  question,  not  onlv  by  the  experience  of 
other  cities,  but  also  by  the  remits  to  the  city  of 
Boston  of  the  expenditures  for  the  Back  Bay  Im- 
provement. 

Boston  has  long  passed  beyond  the  village  stage. 
It  is,  aud  it  ought  to  be,  recognized  as  one  of  the 
great  cosmopolitan  cities;  not  only  its  population, 
but  its   wealth,  is  rapidly  increasing.     Its  income, 
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computed  at  the  same  rate  of  asses? meut,  is  increas- 
ing lour  or  five  per  cent,  per  year,  and  if  the  enter- 
prise and  sagacity  of  those  of  its  citizens  who  are 
foremost  in  building  up  its  pruspe>ity,aud  who  have, 
year  after  year,  urged  the  importance  of  public 
parks  upou  the  City  Council,  can  be  continued, 
it  will  see  such  development  and  increase  in  the  next 
ten  years  as  it  has  never  seen  before. 

It  should  no  longer  be  known  as  the  city  without  a 
park. 

Whil^  the  City  Council  liberally  cooperates  with 
the  citizens  in  developing  its  business  and  commer- 
cial advantages,  it  should  also,  by  liberal  expendi- 
tures for  the  healthfulness  and  embellishment  of  the 
city,  contribute  toward  placing  it  in  the  first  rank  in 
point  of  attractiveness  as  a  city  of  residence. 

Your   committee,  therefore,  respectfully  recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 
For  the  Committee, 

Charles  E.  Pratt. 

Ordered,  That  th»  city  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  purchase  or  tak- 
ing of  lands  for  public  parks,  the  sum  of  $1,500,000; 
the  bonds  or  certificates  of  debt  to  be  issued  in  ne- 
gotiating this  loan  to  be  denominated  on  the  face 
thereof,  "The  Public  Park  Loan,"  and  to  bear  such 
rate  of  interest,  and  to  be  payable  at  such  periods  as 
the  Committee  on  Finance  shall  determine;  and  the 
Park  Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  ex- 
pend said  sum  for  the  taking  in  fee  by  purchase  or 
otherwise,  for  the  purposes  of  public  parks,  the  fol- 
lowing lands,  to  wit: 

Lands  to  the  amount  of  $600,000,  in  assessed  valu- 
ation ,  within  the  limits  of  the  proposed  West  Roxbury 
park  ;  lands  to  the  amount  of  $100,000,  in  assessed 
valuation,  for  a  Marine  park  at  City  Point;  lands  to 
the  amount  of  $200,000,  in  assessed  valuation,  for  the 
Muddy  river  improvement,  whenever  the  town  of 
Brookline  shall  co-opsrate  and  appropriate  a  pro- 
portionate sum  for  said  improvement;  lands  to  the 
amount  of  $300,000,  in  assessed  valuation,  for  the 
Charles  River  einbarkment,  between  Cragie's  and 
West  Boston  bridges;  lands  to  the  amount  of  $200,000, 
in  assessed  valuation,  for  the  Brighton  park;  lands 
to  the  amount  of  $50,000,  in  assessed  valuation,  for 
a  public  park  in  East  Boston,  in  such  available  loca- 
tion as  said  commissioners  3eem  expedient;  lands  to 
the  amount  of  $50,000,  in  assessed  valuation,  adjacent 
to  the  Arnold  arboretum,  and  tbe  entire  tract  now 
known  as,  and  dedicated  to,  said  Arnold  arboretum ; 
and  the  said  several  sums  are  hereby  appropriated 
for  said  purposes  respectively. 

The  above  order  is,  in  my  opinion,  in  conformity 
to  law. 

J.  P.  Healy,  City  Solicitor. 

Minority  Report. 
Mr.  Freeman,  of  Ward  10,  submitted  the  following: 
The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  Joint  Special 
Committee  on  Public  Parks,  believing  that  the  finan- 
cial condition  of  the  city  is  not  in  a  sufficiently 
favorable  condition  to  warrant  the  expenditure  of  a 
large  sum  of  money  for  public  parks,  and  further 
that  the  situation  of  Boston  is  such  as  to  render  the 
establishment  of  any  large  suburban  park  uncalled 
for,  dissents  from  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the 
committee,  and  submits  the  following  order,  which 
differs  from  the  order  accompanying  the  report  of 
the  majority  of  the  committee,  In  that  the  sections 
relating  to' the  proposed  West  Roxbury,  Brighton, 
and  East  Boston  parks,  and  the  Muddy  river  improve- 
ment have  been  excluded,  the  first  for  reasons 
already  given,  and  the  three  latter  because  in  the 
opinion  of  the  undersigned,  they  have  not  been  pro- 
perly considered  by  the  committee;  and  it  differs 
further  in  that  the  appropriation  for  a  marine  park 
at  City  Point  is  increased  titty  thousand  dollars. 

James  G.  Freeman. 
Ordered— That  the  City  Treasurer  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  purchase  or  tak- 
ing of  lands  for  public  parks,  the  sum  of  $500,000; 
the  bonds  or  certificates  of  debt  to  be  issued  in  nego- 
tiating this  loan  to  be  denominated  on  the  face  there- 
of. "The  Public  Park  Loan,"  and  to  bear  such  rate 
of  interest,  and  to  be  payable  at  such  periods  as  the 
Committee  on  Finance  shall  determine;  and  the 
Park  Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  ex- 
pend said  sum  for  the  taking  in  fee  by  purchase  or 
otherwise,  for  the  mirposes  ol  public  parks,  the  fol- 
lowine  lauds,  to  wit:  Lands  to  the  amount  of  $150,- 
000,  for  a  marine  park  at  City  Point;  lands  to  the 
amount  of  $300,000  in  assessed  valuation,  for  the 
Charles  river  embaukment,  between  Cragie's  and 
West  Boston  bridges;  lands  to  the  amount  of  $50,000 
in  assessed  valuation,  adjacent  to  the  Arnold  Arbore- 


tum, and  the  entire  tract  now  known  as,  and  dedi- 
cated to,  said  Arnold  Arboretum ;  and  the  said  sums 
are  hereby  appropriated  for  said  purposes  respec- 
tively. 

JVlr.  Freeman  moved  to  substitute  the  minority  re- 
port for  that  of  the  majority. 

Mr.  Freeman  moved  that  the  minority  report  be 
printed  and  the  nhole  subject  specially  assigned  to 
the  next  meeting  at  8  o'clock. 

Mr.  Pratt  had  no  obiections  to  the  assignment,  but 
hoped  eveiy  member  would  put  the  document  in  his 
pocket. 

Mr.  Whitmore  raised  the  point  that  Mr.  Freeman 
could  print  his  report  under  the  rules  without  a 
vote  of  the  Council. 

The  president  ruled  that  he  could  not,  after  there- 
port  wa3  presented  to  the  Council. 

The  motion  to  print  and  assign  prevailed. 

THE  BUILDING  LIMITS. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing (City  Doc.  91): 

The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  regulation  and 
inspection  of  buildings,  having  considered  the  sub- 
ject, beg  leave  to  report  by  submitting  the  ordinance 
in  a  new  draft,  and  recommending  the  passage  of  the 
same. 

For  the  Committee, 

William  H.  Whitmore. 
An  Ordinance 
To  amend  An  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  regulation 

and  inspection  of  buildings. 
Be  it  oidaiued,  &c.,— 

Sect.  1.  Section  1  of  an  ordinance  in  relation  to 
the  regulation  and  inspection  of  buildings,  passed 
July  8, 1871,  and  amended  April  6, 1878,  is  hereby 
repealed,  and  the  following  enacted  in  place 
thereof : 

Sect.  1.  The  limits  within  which  all  buildings 
hereafter  erected  shall  be  required  to  conform  to 
the  provisions  of  chapter  two  hundred  and  eighty  of 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-one,  "are 
hereby  established  and  defined  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  intersection  of  the  centre  line  of 
Dover  and  Albany  streets;  thence  running  eastward- 
ly  through  the  centre  of  Dover  street  to  the  Har- 
bor Commissioners'  line;  thence  around  the  northerly 
portion  of  the  "City  Proper,"  by  the  said  Harbor 
Commissioners'  line  to  a  point  on  Charles  river  at 
the  intersection  of  said  line  with  the  boundary  line 
between  Brookline  and  Boston;  thence  along  said 
boundary  line  to  a  point  opposite  the  centre  of  Long- 
wood  avenue;  thence  through  the  centre  of  Long- 
wood  avenue  eastWardly  to  the  centre  of  Parker 
street;  thence  through  the  centre  of  Parker  street  to 
Ruggles  street;  thence  through  the  centre  of  Ruggles 
street  eastwardly  to  tne  centre  of  Washington  street; 
thence  through  the  centre  of  Washington  street  to 
a  point  opposite  the  centre  of  Palmer  street;  thence 
through  the  Centre  of  Palmer  and  Eustis  streets  to 
the  centre  of  Hampden  street;  and  thence  through 
the  centre  of  Hampden  and  Albany  streets  to  the 
point  of  beginning. 

The  said  district  being  shown  on  a  plan  made  by 
the  City  Surveyor,  dated  June  28. 1881,  and  deposited 
in  the  office  of  the  City  Surveyor. 

Specially  assigned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  "Whitmore, 
to  the  next  meeting  at  8.30  o'clock. 

the  summer  vacation. 

Mr.  Wheeler,  of  Ward  10,  offered  an  order— That 
this  Council  adjourn  for  the  summer  recess  on  the 
fourteenth  day  of  July  next,  and  stand  adjourned 
until  the  third  Thursday  of  September  next.  Laid 
on  the  table  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21. 
ANTIQUE  procession  on  the    fourth  OF  JULY. 

Mr.  Maguire,  of  Ward  19,  offeied  an  order — That 
the  Superintendent  of  Police  be  directed  to  close 
against  public  travel  by  vehicles,  on  the  morning  of 
the  fourth  of  July  next,  such  streets  in  the  High- 
lands and  South  End  as  may  be  required  for  the  for- 
mation of  the  antique  procession  in  that  section  of 
the  city. 

The  President— This  is  a  matter  which  is  exclusive- 
ly m  the  province  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Magnire — The  chairman  of  the  committee  for- 
got to  introduce  it  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  board. 
The  superintendent  wants  something  of  the  kind 
passed  to  justify  him. 

The  President — If  the  order  is  passed  nobody  is 
bound  to  observe  it;  it  is  of  no  effect. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Wbitu,ore  the  order  was 
changed  to  a  resolve  in  the  following  toim: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council  the 
Superintendent  of  Police  should  close  against  travel 
(&c,  as  above  printed). 

The  resolve  was  passed. 


JUNE     3  0,     188  1. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrison,  of  Ward  23,the  Coun- 
cil took  from  the  table  the  order  directing  the  Ih, 
gpector  of  Buildings  to  withhold  permits  for  wooden 
buildings  in  the  territory  north  of  Francis  and  Tre- 
mont  streets,  until  further  action  by  the  City  Coun- 
cil. 

Mr.  Morrison,  of  Ward  23,  moved  to  indefinitely 
postpone. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  2— The  Committee  on  ordi- 
nances have  to-night  submitted  the  draft  of  an  ordi- 
nance extending  the  building  limits  out  upon  the 
new  land  on  the  B»ck  Bay  to  the  limits  of  the  city. 
The  new  district  includes  all  that  part  of  Ward  22 
north  of  Longwood  avenue.  Many  petitions  for  per- 
mits to  build  wooden  buildings  on  this  district  are  on 
file  in  the  office  of  the  inspector.  Since  the  agita- 
tion of  this  question,  the  inspector  has  exercised  his 
discretion  and  retained  all  the  permits.  I  am  in- 
formed by  the  inspector  tbat  he  does  not  feel  au- 
thorized to  withhold  the  permits  any  longer,  with- 
out a  request  of  the  City  Council  or  one  branch 
thereof.  I  make  this  statement  because  I  wish  the 
Council  to  say  whether  they  desire  wooden  buildings 
put  upou  this  territory  at  present,  before  they  have 
decided  the  question  as  to  extending  the  building 
limits.  It  is  true  that  by  the  statutes  and  ordi- 
nances we  have  no  power  to  direct  the  inspector 
what  to  do;  but  I  submit  that  we  have  a  right  to  re- 
quest him  to  do  certain  things.  Such  a  request 
will  neeessarily  carry  great  weight  with  it  and 
will  virtually,  I  am  given  to  understand  by  the  in- 
spector himself,  command  his  action.  Therefore,  if 
we  pass  this  order,  lequesting  him  to  withhold  per- 
mits until  the  City  Couucil  have  decided  whether  or 
not  it  wishes  to  extend  the  building  limits  into  this 
newdistrict.it  will  receive  his  attention.  If  the  pro- 
posed ordinance  is  passed,  it  will  be  some  time  before 
final  action  upon  it.  Meantime  if  permits  are  issued 
regularly  by  the  inspector,  as  if  no  such  ordinance 
was  pending  before  the  City  Council,  a  great  many 
wooden  buildiDgs  will  be  erected  in  that  district. 
People  know  that  this  question  is  agitated  in  the 
Council,  and  many  applications  will  be  made  to  put 
wooden  buildings  up  there.  It  is  for  the  Council  to 
determine  whether  or  not  they  chose  to  have  wooden 
buildings  there,  and  that  is  why  I  make  this  statement. 
If  they  pass  the  order  it  will  prevent  any  more  build- 
ings being  put  for  the  time  being,  and  when  the  or- 
dinance is  passed  it  will  accomplish  what  is  desired. 

Mr.  Costello— What  right  has  the  inspector  to  re- 
fuse permit-'.' 

Mr.  Wharton— That  is  a  question  of  law.  It  may 
be  said  with  a  gooc  deal  of  reason  that  he  has  the 
discretion,  otherwise  the  granting  of  peimits  Is  of 
no  object  whatever.  However,  it  is  not  for  us  to 
determine  what  power  he  has;  the  inspector  will  ex- 
ercise his  discretion  if  we  pass  such  an  order  as  I 
shall  propose.  I  move  that  the  order  be  changed 
from  "instructed"  to  "requested." 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  hope  the  motion  to  indefinitely 
postpone  will  prevail.  This  appears  to  be  a  case 
where  a  gentleman  seems  to  have  tried  to  get  an  in- 
junction before  his  case  is  heard.  He  wants  to  get 
all  the  advantages  of  extending  the  building  limits 
before  it  is  done.  Because  the  inspector  has  set  up 
for  his  action  the  statement  that  we  propose  to  do 
something,  I  think  we  ought  to  disavow  any  such  in- 
tention. When  you  are  going  to  extend  a' rule  that 
will  inflict  great  hardship  on  certain  persons,  I  think 
it  i-  utterly  wrong  to  prevent  them  from  receiving 
any  benefit  of  the  las?  up  to  that  time.  Why  should 
we  give  to  any  officer  of  this  government  the  power 
to  deny  to  any  man  his  rights?  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  parties  aggrieved  have  counsel  and  will  ascer- 
tain what  their  light-  arc.  But  I  believe  the 
gentleiuau  i^  wrong  in  saying  the  inspector 
must  have  discretionary  power,  else  why  should 
he  issue  permits  at  all.  I  am  told  that  in 
places  outside  the  building  limits  he  issues  permits 
.'or  the  purposes  of  Etati£tiCB,  and  to  secure  uniform- 
ity, and  know  just  how  much  building  is  going  on. 
(baric-town  is  outside  of  the  building  limits,  and 
they  have  to  get  peimits  from  the  inspector.  I  aui 
told  by  B  large  builder  that  they  have  to  get  pemits 
in  Cnarleelown  so  that  the  Inspector  can  keep  up  his 
statistics.  It  will  be  a  great  hardship  to  men  who  by 
the  law  have  a  right  to  build,  to  be  deprived  of  that 
right  because  an  improper  order  has  been  introduced 
into  the  City  Council.  In  every  aspect  of  the  case  it 
is  a  verv  improper  order,  but  having  been  taken  from 
the  table,  I  think  it  should  be  promptly  and  everlast- 
ingly postponed. 

.Mi.  Smith  of  Ward  21— I  hope  this  order  will  be 
indefinitely  postponed.  A  good  deal  of  the  land  in 
that  neighborhood  is  in  a  primitive  state,  farming 
land,  the  lots  large  and  in  the  neighborhood  of 
breweries.    Large  houses  cannot  be  built  there  for 


many  years.  It  is  cheaper  not  to  put  brick  houses  on 
it,  and  will  be  so  for  many  year3  to  come.  A  small 
part  of  it  is  cut  up  into  house  lots,  and  that  is  per- 
haps the  motion  that  this  order  covers.  But  a  great 
part  of  it  borders  on  Brookline,  and  is  a  farming, 
open  country.  The  order  cannot  be  passed  without 
injustice  to  many  people. 

Mr.  Wharton— I  am  taking  tte  side  of  the  city,  and 
considering  nobody's  interest  but  the  city's.  The 
city  expects  to  receive  back  from  the  increased  valua- 
tion of  the  land  down  there  a  great  part  of  the  money 
expended  in  the  Back  Bay  improvement.  We 
should  look  to  it  that  nothing  is  allowed  to 
injure  the  property  in  that  neighborhood.  Now 
every  wooden  house  in  that  district  will  deteiiorate 
the  value  of  the  property  down  there.  That  is  the 
only  reason  why  this  ordinance  to  extend  the 
building  limits  has  been  proposed.  (Mr.  Wharton  ex- 
plained the  location  of  the  territory,  by  a  misunder- 
standing of  the  order  thinking  it  covered  the  land 
north  of  lOBgwood  avenue,  as  provided  in  the  ordi- 
nance previously  referred  to.) 

Mr.  Freeman  corrected  Mr.  Wharton,  calling  his 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  territory  named  in  the 
order  was  north  of  Francis  and  Tremont  streets. 
He  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  "Francis  and 
Tremont  streets,"  and  inserting  "north  of  Long- 
wood  avenue." 

Mr,  Pratt  moved  to  specially  assign  to  the  next 
meeting  at  nine  o'clock. 

Mr.  Wharton  said  that  if  the  order  was  indefinite- 
ly postponed  or  further  assigned,  that  the  inspector 
would  not  feel  authorized  to  withhold  the  permits 
any  longer. 

Mr.  Means,  of/Ward  20,  said  the  placing  of  restric- 
tions upon  property  is  an  arbitrary  exercise  of  pow- 
er which  the  city  should  exercise  with  very  great  care. 
He  did  not  know  how  much  territory  was  included, 
and  hoped  it  would  be  assigned  in  order  to  ascertain 
the  facts. 

Mr.  Costello  moved  to  refer  back  to  the  commit- 
tee, to  give  a  public  hearing.  He  had  a  petition  of 
fifty  citizens  prote3tiog  against  it.  Any  one  can  see 
that  the  buildings  will  not  go  towards  Longwood 
avenue,  on  account  of  the  manufactories  established 
there,  and  the  ordinance  would  be  a  great  hardship 
to  many  people. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
gentlemen  were  discussing  the  ordinance  instead  of 
the  order  before  them,  and  raised  the  point  that  the 
discussion  of  the  ordinance  was  not  in  order. 

The  president  ruled  the  point  not  well  taken,  be- 
cause if  gentlemen  could  convince  the  Council  that 
the  ordinance  ought  not  to  be  passed,  that  was  a  rea- 
son why  the  order  should  not  be  passed. 
Mr.  Eddy  moved  to  adjourn.  Lost. 
Mr.  Wharton  said  the  special  assignment  of  the 
matter  would  be  virtually  an  indefinite  postpone- 
ment, and  would  be  so  considered  by  the  inspector. 

Mr.  Whitmore  hoped  the  assignment  would  prevail 
for  that  reason. 

Mr.  Pratt  also  favored  the  special  assignment, 
thinking  enough  had  oeen  developed  to  show  that 
the  question  ought  not  to  be  decided  to-night. 

Further  considsration  of  the  subject  was  specially 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  9  o'clock. 

VISITS  TO  PROPOSED  PARK    LANDS. 

Mr.  Pratt,  of  Ward  21,  offered  an  order— That  the 
joint  special  Committee  on  Public  Parks  are  author- 
ized to  arrange  for  one  or  more  visits  of  the  City 
Council  to  proposed  park  lands  in  their  discretion; 
the  expense  thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  incidentals. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Freeman  raised  the  poiut  that  a  quorum  was 
not  present. 

The  president  said  he  had  just  made  a  count  and 
found  37  preseut. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pratt  the  rule  was  suspended 
and  the  order  to  visit  the  park  land*  was  read  a  sec- 
ond time  and  passed.  Mr.  Pratt  moved  a  recon- 
sider atioti,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail.  Lost.  Sent 
up. 

FREE  FERRIES  ON  THE  FOURTH  OF  Jl'LY. 

Mr,  Morrison,  of  Wind  1,  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  the  Celebration  of  the  Fourth  of 
July  be  directed  to  pay  from  their  appropriation  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  dollars  to  the  directors  of  the 
East  Boston  Ferries;  and  that  said  directors  be  in- 
structed to  accept  said  sum  in  lieu  of  tolls  on  the 
Fourth  of  July,  and  to  ran  said  ferries  free  on  that 
day,  ami  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  is  hereby  directed 
to  make  the  entries  necessary  to  carry  this  order  into 
effect. 

Mr.  Morrison  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  saying 
this  was  a  customary  order  to  be  passed  ju*t  before 
every  Fourth  of  July. 
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COMMON     COUNCIL. 


Then  question  was  taken  on  suspending  the  rule, 
and  only  31  voted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Devlin  the  roll  was  called  with 
the  following  result: 

Present — Hailev,  Bartlett,  Boyle,  Briuineeoin.  H. 
Clapp,  Conlin,  Connell.  Costello,  Cotton,  Cromn, 
Devlin,  Dudley,  Emery,  Farwel),  Fisk,  Freeman, 
Folan,  Gove,  hart,  Hilton,  L^vell,  Maguire,  Math- 
ews, P.  J.  McLaughlin,  Means,  P  Morrison,  Parfe- 
inan,  Povers,  Pratt,  Quigley,  Smith,  Viles,  Wake- 
held,  Wheeler,  Whitinore,  Wil  iams— 36. 


Absent — Barry,  Beal,  Bigelow,  Bowker,  Brown 
Child,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Daly,  Dana,  Denney,  C.  F.  Dob 
ertv,  0.  Douerty,  Eddy,  Fitzpatrick,  Ford,  Gree 
nough,  Harding,  Hoslej,  Huntress.  Lauten,  Mc- 
Cormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  a.  M 
Moirisoii,  Mullet,  Murpby,  Pope,  Pray,  Rogers 
Rosnosky,  Swan,  Teevan,  "Walsh,  Welch,  Whar 
ton— 35. 

A  quorum  nut  being  present  the  Council  was  de- 
cide;! adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Special  Meeting  of  Both  Branches 
of  the  City  Government. 

JUJLY    3,    1881. 


A  ipecial  meeting  of  both  branches  of  the  City 
Council  was  held  at  3  o'clock  P.  M. 

BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

The  Board  of  Aldermen  was  called  to  order  at  3 
o'clock  by  Hi?  Honor  the  Mayor,  who  presided.  The 
Mayor  saiu: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,— I  have 
called  a  meeting  of  both  branches  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil at  this  nnnsual  time,  that  they  might  determine 
what  was  becoming  and  proper  touching  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  celebration  of  our  national  holiday,  in 
view  of  the  great  calamity  that  has  fallen  upon  the 
country.  As  you  all  well  know,  the  lite  of  the  Pres- 
ident has  been  assaulted  by  a  wretch  who.  for  the 
enormity  of  his  unprovoked  and  wanton  crime, might 
almost  be  called  a  demon.  The  whole  cation  is 
filled  with  profound  sympathy  for  the  sufferings  of 
the  illustrious  victim,  and  watches  with  the  Keenest 
anxiety  every  inoication  of  the  result.  So  words — 
certainly  no  words  of  mine— can  adequately  ex- 
press the  feeling  of  the  country  at  this  time.  Not 
only  ha9  an  attack  been  made  upon  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate, but  through  him  upon  the  whole  American 
people;  for  the  President,  after  an  election,  no  long- 
er represents  a  party,  but  is  the  exponent  and  execu- 
tive of  the  whoie  nation.  Let  us  in  our  prayers  to- 
day, invoke  the  divine  intercession  that  our  Chief 
Magistrate  may  be  spared  to  us,  and  that  in  some 
way  good  may  come  out  of  this  terrible  evil.  As  we 
can  have  no  heart  for  some  of  the  festivities  with 
whichwewera  to  express  oar  exultation  on  the  an- 


niversary of  our  national  independence,  it  there  be 
no  just  grounds  for  hope  that  the  President  will  sur- 
vive, any  proposition  respecting  the  same  will  now 
be  in  order. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Mr.  Mayor,  the  following  tele- 
gram has  just  been  received : 

"Dr.  Bliss,  in  private  conversation  ut  12.30,  said 
that  the  condition  of  the  President  was  admirable, 
and  his  chances  for  recovery  splendid." 

In  view  of  so  favorable  a  teiegram,  I  will  take  the 
liberty  of  offering  the  following  resolntiors: 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  in  the  name  and  in  behalf  of  its  citizens, 
believing  that  the  attempt  to  assassinate  President 
Gartield  was  made  upon  him  as  the  head  of  the  gov- 
ernment, heieby  unite  in  offering  to  President  Gar- 
field their  warmest  sympathy  in  his  sufferings,  and 
sincerely  hope  and  pray  that  his  recovery  may  be 
speei'y  and  complete. 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Council  hereby  invite 
their  fellow-citizens  to  remember,  during  the  cele- 
bration of  the  national  anniversary,  that  nothing 
but  the  mercy  of  the  Almighty  has  prevented  it 
from  being  a  day  of  national  mourning;  that  while 
they  are  preparing  for  enjoyment,  all  is  suffering, 
grief  and  dread  in  the  Executive  mansion ;  and  to 
suggest  that  this  thought  should  lead  us  all  to  such 
an  observance  of  the  day  as  is  betittiDg  to  a  time  of 
uncertainty  and  regrets. 

Alderman  Woolley  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
resolutions. 

The  resolutions  were  passed. 

Sent  down  for  concurrence. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Alderman  O'Brien. 

COMMON  COUNCIL. 

The  Common  Council  was  called  to  order  at  ten 
minutes  past  3  o'clock,  Andrew  J.  Bailey,  President, 
in  the  chair. 

The  President  read  the  telegram  read  in,  and  the 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  resolutions  were  read  twice  and  passed  unani- 
mously in  concurrence. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward 
12. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings    of    the   Board   of    Aldermen. 
JULY   5,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  4 
o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman  O'Brien,  Chairman,  pre- 
siding. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Constable— Alvan  J.  Phillips.   Confirmed. 
Public  Weigher— Henry  C.  Bobbins.    Confirmed. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 
To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.-  Re- 
quests of  ScdooI  Committee  for  a  rear  entrance  to 
Egleston-square  school  house,  aud  that  another  room 
be  provided  and  furnished  in  the  Thetford-avenue 
scboolhousu. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board.  Petition  for  leave  to  occupy  stable  by  W.  J. 
Stokes,  tew  wooden,  1  horse,  on  Enfield  street, 
Ward  23. 

To  the  Board  of  Health.  Mary  S.  Ware,  for  leave 
to  keep  a  lying-in-hospital  at  4  Ferdinand  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.  James  S.  Marshall 
et  als.,  that  Harris  street,  between  Hanover  and 
North  streets,  be  repaved  and  put  in  order;  Joseph 
Mincbin  et  als.,  thatGeneva  avenue,  between  Colum- 
bia street  and  the  N.  Y.  &  N.  E.  Railroad,  be  put  in 
order  for  travel. 

Stearns  &  George,  that  the  permits  granted  them 
Jan.  19. 1880,  to  erect  poles  on  Eastern  avenue  (now 
Congress  street)  ind  A  street,  from  Congress  street 
bridge  to  First  street,  be  transferred  to  Americas 
Bell  Telephone  Co. 

Gottleib  F.  Burkhardt,  for  leave  to  construct  a 
track  in  Station,  Gurney  and  Parker  streets,  to  con- 
nect his  brewery  with  the  Hoston  &  Providence 
Railroad. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 
Requests  of  School  Committee  for  additional  primary 
school  accommodations  in  the  Lowell  School  Dis- 
trict, and  for  a  new  building  for  the  Dillaway 
School. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  on  the  part  of  the  Board. 
Henry  Bornstein,  for  leave  to  hang  a  flag  from 
building  corner  Elm  and  Washington  streets;  H.  N. 
Rogers  &  Co.  for  leave  to  project  a  transparency  at 
90  Blackstone  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection 
of  Buildings.  Beacon  Oil  Co.  for  leave  to  erect  a 
wooden  addition  to  wooden  building  on  Chelsea 
street,  rear  of  Curtis  street,  Ward  1. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges.  Stearns  &  George 
that  the  permits  granted  to  them  Aug.  9, 1880,  to 
erect  nine  poles  on  the  south  side  of  Congress  street 
be  transferred  to  the  American  Bell  Telephone  Co. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers.  Geo.  L.  Thayer  et 
als.,  for  a  sewer  in  Regent  street  between  Circuit 
and  Dale  streets ;  J.  B.  Davidson  et  al..for  abate- 
ment of  assessments  for  sewer  in  Parker  street; 
Joshua  Merrill  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Rill  street, 
Ward  24. 

UNDERGROUND  TELEGRAPH  WIRES. 
The  following  was  received  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving: 

To  the  Hon.  the  Mayor  and.lldermen  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

Respectfully  represent  the  undersigned  that  they 
are  all  residents  ot  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts and  have  associated  themselves  together  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  lines  ot  electtic  telegraph  and 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  maintaining  wires 
an  J  other  apparatus  for  a  telegraphic  and  telephonic 
communication  in  the  city  of  Boston.  The  fixtures 
by  which  they  desire  to  sustain  their  wires  consist  of 
pipes  made  of  stone,  terra  cotta,  composition  or 
other  material  imbedded  in  the  ground.  They  there- 
fore ask  that  they  be  empowered  to  establish  and 
maintain  their  pipes  and  wires  under  and  along  the 
following  nauied  streets,  viz. :  Albany,  Arch,  Atlan- 
tic avenue,  Beacon  (trom  Tremont  to  Park),  Berk- 
ley, Boy Iston  (from  Washington  to  Dartmouth),  Brat- 
tle, Broad,  Broadway,  Brookline,  Cambridge,  Cause- 
way (from  Portland  to  Commercial),  Charles  (from 
Cambridge  to  Beacon)  Columbus  avenue  (from 
Park  square  to  Dartmouth  street),  Chauncey,  Com- 
mercial (from  State  to  Hanover),  Commonwealth 
avenue  (from  Berkeley  to  Parker  street),  Congress 
(from  Milk  to  State),  Court,  Daitmoutb,  Dorchester 
avenue,  Dover,  East  Newton,  Elliot,  Federal,  Hano- 
ver, High,  Kneeland,  Lincoln,  Milk  (from  Washing- 


ton to  Broad).  Mt.  Vernon  (from  Charles  to  Beacon), 
Merchants'  row,  Northamptos,  Pearl,  Pemberton 
square,  Portland,  School,  South  Market,  State,  Sum- 
mer (Washington  to  High),  Tremont  (from  Bov lston 
to  Parker),  Waltham,  Washington  (from  Hayrriarket 
square  to  Dudley),  West,  West  Newton,  Winter, 
Worcester  street,  Worcester  square. 

W.  R.  Clark, 
Chas.  W  Lewis, 
John  F.  Shorey, 
Frederick  Allen, 
S.  O.  Richardson, 
Alfred  a.  Nickerson, 
Cyrus  Wakefield. 

hearing  of  petitions  for  steam  engines. 

Hearings  were  had,  in  accordance  with  orders  of 
notice  returnable  this  day,  on  the  following  petitions 
for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  engines: 

Crosby  Steam  Gauge  and  Valve  Company,  97  Oli- 
ver street. 

Boston  Photo  Engraving  Company,  11  Cornhill. 

George  F.  Kendall,  418  Tremont  street. 

No  objections.  Severally  referred  to  Committee 
on  Steam  Engines. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Report  "inexpedient"  to  place  a  fire-alarm  bell  in 
vicinity  of  Pier  No.  6,  Grand  Junction  wharves. 
Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Parks  to  arrange 
for  one  or  more  visits  to  the  public  park  locations. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  that  a  number  of  trees  have  been  planted 
in  East  Boston,  as  requested  by  East  Bostc  n  Trade 
Association.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  that  a  number  of  trees  have  been  planted 
in  South  Boston,  as  requested  by  City  Point  Protec- 
tive Association.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  "no  action  necessary"  on  remonstrance  of 
Elbridge  Smith  against  the  use  of  che  Gibson  school 
fund  lands  for  playgrounds.  Accepted  in  concur 
rence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Library  to  report 
upon  obtaining  the  square  between  Dartmouth,  St. 
James,  Exeter,  and  Boylston  sn  eets  as  a  site  for  a 
public  library.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  ordinance  relative  to  the  disposal  of 
temporary  buildings  erected  by  city.  Ordinance 
passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  ordinance  in  relation  to  deeds  by  the 
city.    Ordinance  passed  in  concurrence. 
Superintendent  of  Printing. 
Certificate  of  election  of  George  Coolidge  as  Super- 
intendent of  Printing. 

The  board  proceeded  to  ballot.  Committee — Al- 
dermen Woolley  and  Viles. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 10 

N  ecessary  for  a  choice 6 

George  Coolidge  had 10 

Mr.  Coolidge  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

Increase  of  Pay  of  Perry  Employees. 
Acceptance  of  minority  report  in  favor  of  restor- 
ing the  former  rates  of  compensation  to  employees 
on  the  East  Boston  ferries,  and  passage  of  order  t  o 
that  effect. 

The  question  was  upon  concurrence  in  the  adop- 
tion of  the  minority  report  and  passage  of  the  order. 
Alderman  Hersey— I  think  this  is  a  matter  that 
can  be  very  well  left  to  the  directors  of  the  ferries. 
They  are  certainly  competent  to  deal  with  questions 
of  this  kind.  If  the  City  Council  are  to  take  up  the 
details  of  running  the  different  departments,  we 
may  as  well  abolish  our  \  oards  and  commissions.  I 
think  that  the  majority  report  should  be  adopted, 
and  move  that  the  board  non-concur  with  the  Coun- 
cil. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  cannot  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man opposite  in  regard  to  this  matter.  This  matter 
has  been  fully  discussed  by  the  committee,  and  the 
minority  report  was  adopted  by  the  Council  by  a 
decided  majority.  So  far  as  the  Board  of  Directors 
are  concerned  in  establishing  the  pay  of  the  employ- 
ees of  the  terries,  it  is  their  right  and  privilege.  But 
they  estab'ish  that  pay  according  to  the  amount  of 
money  voted  by  the  City  Council  to  carry  on  the  fer- 
ries. It  will  not  be  interfering  with  the  directors  at 
all.  It  is  entirely  within  the  province  of  the  City 
Council  to  advance  the  pay  of  the  ferry  employees, 
and  I  cannot  see  that  it  will  be  doing  anything  out  of 
the  way  to  pass  such  an  order.  On  the  contraiy,  I 
think  it  is  a  perfectly  proper  thing  for  the  City  Coun- 
cil to  do.  There  is  no  class  of  city  employees  who 
work  harder  and  longer  than  those  on  tne*  ferries. 
The  ferries  are  run  night  and  day.  The  men  w«rk 
on  an  average  sixteen  hours  each  day,  aud  an  equal 
portion  of  it  is  in  the  night  time.     As  the  minority 
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xeport  says,  their  pay  was  cut  down  three  years  ago, 
and  has  never  been  advanced.  The  pay  is  quite 
small,  though  I  ani  not  prepared  to  give  the  sched- 
ule of  it,  as  I  did  not  understand  that  this  matter 
was  to  come  up  today ;  but  I  know  that  their  pay  is 
small  in  proportion  to  the  pay  of  other  employees 
who  do  a  like  amount  of  work.  I  hope  the  minority 
report  will  be  accepted  and  the  order  passed  in  con- 
currence with  the  Council. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  will  ask  the  gentleman  last up 
if  the  Board  of  Directors,  as  a  board,  recommend 
the  passage  ot  this  older?  If  they  do,  of  course  it 
will  put  another  phase  upon  tin  matter.  But  in  the 
absence  of  any  recommendation  from  the  Board  of 
Directors  I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  this  board  to  allow 
the  matter  to  remain  in  their  hands  to  run  the  ferries 
as  they  see  fit  for  the  remainder  of  this  year.  If  they 
oesireto  pav  the  men  more  wages  they  can  come  in 
here  and  ask  tor  more  money.  I  understand  that  ap- 
plications are  constantly  made  to  the  directors  for 
employment  by  employees  of  other  ferries  in  the 
city  ot  Boston.'  It  seems  to  me  there  is  no  reason 
lor  an  increase  of  pay. 

Alderman  Wooliey— In  answer  to  the  gentleman's 
question,  I  caunot  say  whether  the  Board  of  Diiec- 
tors  have  been  consulted  or  nor.  The  chairman  of 
the  committee  can  state  that  fact.  I  understand  that 
*he  President  of  the  board  was  at  the  hearing.  But 
1  want  to  sa>  this,  that  the  pay  of  these  employees 
was  reduced  without  consulting  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, and  if  it  is  proper  to  reduce  tbeir  pay  under 
such  circumstances,  I  cannot  see  why  it  is  not  proper 
for  tne  Citv  Couucil  to  increase  their  pay  without 
consulting  the  directors.  There  is  only  one  other 
ferry  within  this  city,  and  that  is  a  private  corpora- 
tion—the  Cueisea  ferry — and  the  pay  of  their  em- 
ployees has  been  advanced  fifteen  per  cent,  a  month- 
There  is  no  comparison  hetweeu  the  work  of  the 
/employees  of  the  Chelsea  ferry  and  those  of  the  East 
Bostou  ferries.  On  the  Chelsea  ferry  they  commence 
at  i  in  the  morning  and  leave  off  at  12  o'clock  at 
night.  The  men  do  not  work  as  many  hours  as  those 
employed  on  the  East  Boston  ferries. 

Alderman  Viles — This  matter  was  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Ferries.  We  had  before  us  the  presi- 
dent of  that  board,  who  stated  to  the  committee 
everything  in  relation  to  the  ferries,in  reply  to  ques- 
tions that  the  committee  asked  him.  By  the  ordi- 
nance the  matter  of  salaries  of  ferry  employees  is 
left  entirely  with  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  fer- 
ries. They  make  up  their  estimates  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year,  and  establish  salaries  on  that 
basis.  TUej  employ  all  these  men,  and  know  best 
what  their  pay  should  be.  I  think  we  shall  have 
enough  ou  salaries  before  we  get  through  without 
taking  up  that  with  which  we  have  nothing  to  do. 
After  hearing  the  president  ol  the  board,  a  majority 
of  the  committee  voted  that  the  order  ought  not  to 
pass,  and  we  so  reported;  but  it  seems  that  the  mi- 
nority report  was  adopted  by  the  Council.  When 
the  directors  of  the  ferries  want  to  increase  the  pay 
of  their  employees  they  can  come  before  the  City 
Council  and  ask  for  the  money.  I  ao  not  think  the 
emplojees  work  as  many  hours  as  they  do  on  the 
Chelsea  ferry.  There  are  three  or  four  sets  of  men 
there.  The  directors  do  not  wish  the  salaries  in- 
creased. We  have  a  director  in  this  board,  and  he 
can  state  the  feeling  of  the  beard  better  than  I  can. 

Alderman  Breck— The  subject  of  increase  of  pay 
ou  the  East  Boston  ferries  has  never  come  before 
the  Board  of  Directors  to  my  knowledge,  and  I  have 
attended  every  meeting  the  past  season.  I  think 
there  has  been  no  petition  for  it,  and  that  this  comes 
from  outside  of  the  department— from  whence  I  do 
not  know;  but  I  know  there  has  been  no  discussion 
of  that  matter  by  the  director-,  and  nothing  in  rela- 
tion to  it  has  been  brought  before  them.  I  think 
that  as  long  as  the  appropriation  has  been  made  for 
the  year,  It  will  be  very  difficult  to  make  the  increase 
without  asking  for  another  appropriation.  I  think  it 
would  be  a  great  deal  better  to  leave  it  to  the  di- 
rectors, and  if  it  is  brought  to  their  knowledge  that 
there  is  any  wish  on  the  part  of  the  employees  to 
have  an  increase  of  pay,  I  have  no  doubt  they  will 
consider  it  best  to  do  so,  If  they  can  get  along  with- 
out asking  an  extra  appropriation  lrom  the  City 
Council.  Perhaps  that  will  be  the  best  way  to  leave 
it.  Let  the  employees  who  are  in  need  cf  an  increase 
petition  for  it.  So  far.  the  directors  have  had  noth- 
ing from  the  employees  ia  regard  to  the  increase  or 
showing  that  they  are  dissatisfied  with  their  wages. 
At  any  rate  there  are  many  applications  for  positions 
from  employees  on  other  ferries.  I  suppose  that  at 
the  present  time  we  have  four  or  five  hundred  ap- 
plications from  men  who  aie  very  anxious  to  get  on 
the  ferries.  They  think  it  is  a  great  place  for  them; 
that  they  are  sure  of  steady  work  if  they  behave 
themselves.    Their  wages  are  as  good  if  not  better 


than  in  any  other  department  of  the  city.    I  think  it 
is  best  to  leave  it  to  the  directors  of  the  ferries. 

Alderman  Tucker — I  would  like  to  know  what  the 
wages  are,  if  the  Alderman  can  give  them. 

Alderman  Breck— I  cannot  do  so  at  the  present 
moment  without  referring  to  the  report.  They  are 
paid  according  to  the  positions  they  occupy  and  the 
work  they  do. 

The  Chairman— I  think  theie  has  been  a  docu- 
ment published  lately  which  will  give  the  Alderman 
an  idea  of  the  wages  of  the  ferry  employees.  Alder- 
man Woollev,  who  has  been  president  of  the  board, 
understands  it  more  fully  than  1  do. 

Alderman  Viles — The  president  of  the  board  stated 
that  they  had  communicated  with  all  the  ferries  in 
New  York  and  Jersey  City,  and  found  that  we  are 
paying  more  than  is  paid  in  other  cities. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  notice  that  in  the  majority 
report  it  states  that  the  wages  of  laborers  and  gate- 
men  are  two  dollars  a  day.  That  is  by  no  means 
small  pay  for  laboring  men. 

The  Chairman— On  page  28  of  document  67  the 
board  will  find  all  the  information  they  want  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter. 

Alderman  Woollev— I  am  well  aware  that  this 
matter  had  not  been  before  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  ferries.  The  presideut  of  the  board  appeared 
before  the  committee  on  his  own  responsibility,  and 
not  by  any  action  of  the  board.  It  is  very  natural 
that  he  would  oppose  an  increase  in  the  salaries.  I 
believe  he  has  the  reputation  ol  being  a  low  salaried 
man,  wherever  he  is.  But  that  is  nothing  to  his  dis- 
credit. These  employees  did  petition  last  year  for 
an  increase  of  pav,  and  the  excuse  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  was  that  the  appropriation  had  been  asked 
for  and  granted  by  the  city  government,  and  the 
matter  ha<i  better  lay  over  until  next  year.  If  I 
have  been  credibly  informed,  they  have  spoken  to 
the  d. rectors  this  year,  but  no  action  has  been  taken. 
The  gentleman  opposite  is  mistaken  in  regard  to 
their  being  four  sets  of  men.  There  are  but  two 
sets.  The  ferry  is  run  night  and  day,  and  it  is  nec- 
essary to  run  two  si  ts  of  men.  It  is  riot  so  that  the 
wages  paid  here  are  higher  than  in  New  York; 
that  is,  taken  as  a  whole.  There  are  ferries  in  New 
York  where  they  pay  less  wages  than  in  Boston,  but 
they  a-e  not  run  24  hours  as  in  the  case  ot  the  East 
Boston  ferries.  The  wages  of  the  temporary  labor- 
ers bas'always  been  established  at  two  dollars  a  dav. 
The  number  of  men  so  employed  is  quite  small,  not 
more  than  two  or  three  days  at  a  time,  and  generally 
for  a  few  hours  in  the  winter  shovelling  snow,  and 
for  extra  labor.  They  are  employed  only  a  few 
hours  at  a  time,  and  are  paid  two  dollars  a  dav. 

Alderman  Breck— I  believe  with  theAlderman  that 
the  pay  of  the  employees  should  be  raised  if  possi- 
ble; but  I  think  that  if  there  were  any  real  demand 
for  it  by  the  employees  they  would  have  petitioned 
the  directors  for  it.  Such  a  petition  has  not  been 
before  us  this  year  to  my  knowledge.  As  you  will 
see  by  looking  on  page  29,  the  pav  is  not  le3s  than 
fifty  dollars  a  month  for  any  man  employed  there: 
for  certain  officers  it  is  as  high  as  eighty  dollars 
and  a  hundred  a  month.  The  pav  is  good, 
and  there  is  a  constant  endeavor  on  the  part 
of  those  outside  to  get  employment  on  the  fer- 
ries. If  there  should  be  a  strike  among  the  em- 
ployees, and  they  should  all  go  off,  we  could  fill 
their  places  without  any  trouble  at  all.  But  I  think 
this  is  a  matter  which  comes  from  outside  of  the  fer- 
ries Some  one  has  stirred  this  matter  up.  It  is 
going  to  make  a  difference  of  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars a  year  in  the  expense;  of  the  department  of  the 
ferries  if  we  increase  the  wages  to  what  thev  ask. 
Therefore,  I  think  we  had  better  let  the  matter  re- 
main as  it  is.  and  refer  It  to  the  directors  if  possible, 
and  let  them  take  it  into  consideration,  make  inqui- 
ries among  the  employees  and  see  if  they  really  do 
want  an  iucrease  of  pay.  If  they  do  want  it,  I  think 
the  directors  would  be  willing  to  come  before  thp 
Citv  Counciland  aik  for  an  additional  appropriation. 
If  we  make  that  increase  we  shall  have  to  request 
an  additional  appropriation  of  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Alderman  Wooliey— I  have  no  objection  to  refer- 
ring this  matter  to  the  directors  of  the  ferries.  But 
I  notice  that  this  salary  list  in  the  document 
referred  to  is  very  imperfect.  It  says,  one  mas- 
ter mechanic,  .$2000  a  year.  That  office  has  been 
abolished  and  no  such  man  is  employed  there.  I 
have  no  objection  to  its  being  referred  to  the  direc- 
tors of  the  ferries. 

Alderman  Hersey— It  seems  to  me  to  be  improper 
to  refer  a  matter  to  the  directors  of  the  ferries  which 
is  wholly  within  their  province.  As  the  gentleman 
opposite  says,  it  is  a  matter  which  comes  not  from 
the  employees,  but  from  the  same- source  that  the 
various  orders  have  come  before  this  board  to  in- 
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crease  the  pay  of  tbe  men  in  the  various  depart- 
ments. It  will  only  work  an  injury  to  the  men. 
There  i9  a  scramble  from  outside  parties  for  posi- 
tions. This  will  only  make  the  scramble  great- 
er, and  the  term  of  office  shorter.  In  justice  to 
the  men  I  tbink  we  should  accept  the  majority  re- 
port and  leave  the  matter  just  where  it  belong-,  for 
the  directors  of  the  ferries  to  take  care  of.  If  the 
employees  want  more  pay  they  know  where  to  send 
their  petition.  It  is  not  necessary  foi  us  to  refer  the 
matter  to  the  directors. 

Alderman  Curtis— It  strikes  me  that  the  directors 
of  the  ferries  are  fully  competent  to  take  care  of 
their  laborers.  It  has  been  well  slid  by  the  gentle^ 
man  on  my  right  that  these  petitions  come  from  out- 
side parti  es,  and  will  work  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  employees.  There  is  no  question,  about  it  to  my 
mind.  Those  employees  on  the  ferries  would  be  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  their  wages  if  these  outside  par- 
ties would  only  let  them  alone.  There  is  no  doubt 
but  that  the  continual  bringing  in  of  petitions  from 
outside  parties  will  work  to  the  disadvantage  of 
these  latorers.  One  Alderman  tells  us  that  the  em- 
ployees on  the  ferries  work  sixteen  hours  a  day,  and 
that  there  are  two  sets  of  hand9.  That  makesthiriy- 
two  hours  a  day.  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  there 
are  thirty-two  hours  a  day.  That  djesn't  seem  pos- 
sible to  me.  If  the  directors  are  not  capable  of  car- 
rying on  the  ferries,  let  them  come  in  here  and  re- 
sign, and  we  will  put  in  an  entirely  new  set.  I  think 
they  are  competent.  This  is  not  a  proper  time  to 
comein  here  and  ask  lor  an  additional  appropriation 
of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  when  we  haven't  got 
the  money.  If  the  employees  on  tue  East  Bos- 
ton ferries  want  an  increase  of  pay  let  them 
come  in  here  at  the  last  of  the  year  aud  ask  for  it, 
and  it  can  go  over  to  the  next  government  and  their 
pay  can  then  be  increased  without  having  to  make 
an  increased  appropriation.  Now,  sir,  when  there 
is  such  an  overflow  of  men  wanting  those  places,  if 
the  pay  is  increased  by  outside  parties  coming  in 
here,  it  will  cause  a  continual  boring  of  the  directors 
for  the  places.  As  you  change  the  citv  government 
the  directors  will  be  changec,  and  they  will  change 
the  men.  Now,  in  my  experience,  when  you  have  a 
man  who  understands  a  business,  it  is  best  to  keep 
him  in  that  place.  The  men  will  stay  there  if  you 
let  them  alone.  Now,  sir,  why  do  those  men  hanker 
after  city  places?  Because  they  have  steady  ,work . 
That  is  tbe  reason  why  so  many  men  prefer  to  work 
where  they  can  have  steady  pay  than  to  go  out  into 
the  world  where  they  might  get  better  pay.  Why 
do  many  men  leave  the  professions  in  the  courts  and 
go  to  work  for  corporations  where  they  get  a  salary? 
You  tals  with  those  men  who  go  to  corporations,  and 
get  a  salary,  and  they  say,  "I  am  sure  of  my  pay — 
my  three  thousand  dollars  a  year;  I  can  earn  four  or 
five  thousand  dollars  a  year,  but  I  have  to  run  the 
gauntlet;  here  I  am  sure  of  my  pay."  It  is  the  same 
thing  on  the  ferries.  Why  does  a  man  stay  with  me 
twenty-one  years?— as  bad  a  man  as  I  am.  Because 
he  has  had  his  pay  regularly.  That  is  why  men  stick 
to  their  positions,  and  that  is  why  they  stick  to  the 
city  of  Boston ;  because  they  get  their  pay  and  are 
sure  of  work,  if  these  men  are  let  alone  they  will 
take  care  of  themselves.  The  trouble  Is  from  this 
continual  harping  outside.  It  i9  just  so  with  the  fer- 
ries on  account  of  the  continual  harping  from  out- 
side for  an  increase  of  pay.  I  hope  you  will  not  do 
it,  because  you  will  do  an  injury  to  theworking  men. 

Alderman  Breck— I  have  been  very  much  pleased 
and  interested  in  what  the  Alderman  has  said,  be- 
eau-e  there  is  truth  in  it.  I  do  not  get  up  to  reply  to 
him,  but  to  the  Alderman  opposite,  from  South  Bos- 
toe,  who  says  it  is  a  matter  which  ought  not  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  diiectors  of  the  ferries.  I  think  it  is 
proper  to  De  referred  to  them.  Let  it  go  to  them 
and  see  if  there  has  been  any  demand  for  an  increase 
of  w  >.ges.  That  is  the  proper  place  for  it  to  go  to. 
We  cannot  tell  here,  and  neither  can  they  tell  in  the 
other  branch.  I  am  not  aware  that  a  petition  has 
not  been  sent  to  the  directors,  but  I  am  aware  of  its 
not  having  been  considered  by  the  board.  I  think  it 
is  proper  to  be  referred  to  the  board,  and  let  them 
look  over  their  Sies  and  see  if  there  has  been  any 
such  request.  I  move  that  this  matter  be  referred  to 
the  directors  of  the  terries. 

Alderman  Hersey— My  oojection  to  that  is  it  is  ad- 
vertising to  the  employees  of  the  city  to  petition  for 
more  pay.  If  they  need  more  pay  they  will  find  the 
directors  ol  the  ferries  without  this  order  being  re- 
ferred to  them.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  not  proper  to 
meddle  with  the  affairs  of  tbe  directors  of  the  fer- 
ries. If  they  are  not  competent,  let  them  resign  and 
let  us  elect  'others.  I  believe  they  are  competent 
and  do  not  need  any  orders  from  this  board— particu- 
larly when  there  is  no  petition  from  the  employees 
for  an  increase  of  wages. 


Alderman  Breck— I  made  the  motion  more  on  the 
Alderman's  account  than  my  own.  When  he  first 
arose  he  asked  if  the  question  had  been  considered 
by  the  directors  of  the  ferries. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  think  the  gentleman  is 
wrong.  I  asked  if  the  Board  of  Directors  as  a  board 
recommended  that  this  increase  be  made. 

Alderman  Breck — I  understood  that  yon  asked  if 
the  directois  had  considered  it. 

Alderman  Hersey— No  sir,  I  think  not. 

Allerman  Haldeman— One  week  ago  this  board 
was  in  a  very  liberal  mood  in  regard  to  salaries. 
To-day  they  have  changed  their  tone.  Some  mem- 
bers now  seem  to  insist  that  a  high  salary  for  a  labor- 
ing man  tends  to  shorten  his  tenure,  and  that  it  is 
very  objectionable.  As  the  spirit  of  economy  seems 
to  have  struck  this  board,  I  hope  this  question  will 
be  laid  on  the  table  until  we  settle  upon  all  the  other 
salaries.  While  the  present  temoer  exists  I  thinK 
we  should  fix  the  more  important  salaries,  and  I 
should  like  to  see  if  this  economical  temper  runs 
all  through.  Let  us  dispose  of  all  these  small  salaries 
after  we  get  through  with  the  large  ones.  We  have 
an  important  bill  before  us,  and  I  think  we  had  better 
wait  until  we  have  disposed  of  it.  I  therefore  move 
that  this  subject  be  laid  on  tne  table. 

Alderman  Breck— The  Alderman  seems  to  labor 
under  a  mistake.  This  matter  has  never  come  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Salaries  at  all  This  is  a  pe- 
tition coming  from  outside  for  an  increase  ot  the 
salaries  of  the  ferry  employees.  So  far  as  we  know 
the  request  does  not  come  from  the  ferry  em- 
ployees. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  thought  it  was  from  the 
Common  Council,  and  came  as  a  request  from  them. 
1  do  not  believe  in  referring  papers  from  the  Council 
to  a  committee.  I  think  our  action  should  be  for  or 
against. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  have  no  objection  to  re- 
ferring this  matter  to  the  Board  of  Director?,  and  I 
hope  it  will  be.  In  answer  to  the  gentleman  trim 
the  Highlands,  I  would  state  that  he  either  misun- 
derstood me,  or  I  made  a  mistake.  Tbe  men  on  the 
ferries  have  a  long  day  and  a  short  one,  and  tak- 
ing the  two  together  they  average  sixeeen  hours  a 
day. 

Alderman  Viles — If  I  understood  the  Alderman 
angnt,  he  cast  certain  reflections  upon  the  chairman 
of  the  directors  of  the  ferries.  The  Alderman  says 
he  came  before  the  comuiittee  of  his  own  accord, 
and  that  he  believed  in  small  salaries.  He  did  not 
come  before  us  of  his  own  accord,  but  at  the  request 
of  the  Committee  on  Ferries.  If  he  is  in  favor  of 
small  salaries,  1  believe  he  knows  how  to  run  the 
ferries,  for  no  man  can  say  they  were  ever  better 
run  than  now. 

Aloerman  Woolley— I  had  no  idea  of  casting  any 
reflection  upon  the  president  of  the  directors  of  the 
ferries.  No  man  knows  nim  better  than  I  do.  I  am 
well  aware  that  lie  appeared  there.  The  Alderman 
on  my  right,  who  is  a  member  of  the  board,  said  this 
matter  had  not  been  before  the  board,  and  I  under- 
stood that  the  gentleman  appeared  there  on  his  own 
responsibility,  and  not  representing  the  boaid. 

Alderman  Viles — He  appeared  before  the  commit- 
tee as  the  president  of  the  directors,  upon  a  request 
from  the  committee.  This  board  have  nothing  to  do 
with  regulating  the  salaries  of  the  ferry  employees. 
When  the  directors  come  before  this  board  and  re- 
quest an  additional  appropriation  for  increasing 
the  pay  of  the  employees  I  shall  be  ready  to  vote 
for  it. 

Alderman  Woolley— 1  do  not  see  but  the  gentle- 
man and  myself  agree.  Tne  committee  sent  a  com- 
munication to  the  president  of  the  directors,  and  he 
appeared  on  his  own  responsibility,  but  not  by  vote 
of  the  directors. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  hope  the  motion  to  lay  en 
the  table  will  not  prevail.  When  this  subject  was 
before  the  Committee  on  Ferries,  they  looked  into 
it  carefully,  ar.d  found  there  was  no  way  to  increase 
these  salaries,  because  there  was  no  money  to  do  it 
with.  They  concluded  that  it  would  be  best  to  make 
a  report  stating  the  ca3e  to  the  government,  and 
then  the  City  Council  could  see  how  the  matter 
stood.  1  tnink  the  best  way  to  dispose  of  this  is  to 
adopt  the  majority  report. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  directors  of  the  ferries 
was  lost. 

Alderman  Woolley  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  board  refused  to  concur  with  the  Council  in 
adopting  the  minority  report,  yeas  2,  nays  10. 

Teas— Aldermen  O'BrieD,  Woolley— 2. 

Nays — Aldermen  Breck,  Caldwell,  Curtis,  Frost, 
Haldeman,  Hersey,  Slade, Tucker,  Viles, Whitten— 10. 

The  report  of  the  mnjority  was  adopted.  Sent 
down. 


JULY     5,     188  1. 
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Paying  Certain  Employees  Outside  of  City  Hall. 

The  order  for  the  Treasurer  to  make  arrangement 
for  the  payment  of  certain  employees  outside  of  the 
City  Hall  at  other  places  than  his  office,  came  up 
amended  and  passed  in  the  form  of  an  ordinance. 

Alderman  Vile*— I  wouid  inquire  if  that  comes 
from  any  committee. 

The  Chairman— It  appears  to  be  a  change  of  the 
order  passed  by  this  board  to  the  form  of  an  ordi- 
nance. Tbechaircannot  see  that  auy  other  change 
ha»  been  made. 

Alderman  Hersey— As  a  member  of  the  committee 
I  would  say  that  this  is  desired  by  the  Treasurer  in 
order  to  protect  him  in  making  payments  outside  of 
the  place  designated  by  the  ordinance.  Such  pay- 
ments have  reen  made,  and  there  Is  no  change  lo 
take  place  in  the  method  of  disbursing  moneys.  It  is 
simplv  to  protect  the  Treasurer  in  making  payments 
outside  of  City  Hall.  The  committee  reported  in  the 
form  of  an  order.  In  the  other  branch  it  was  deemed 
advisable  to  make  it  an  ordinance,  so  that  it  will  last 
all  the  time,  whereas  if  it  Ii  an  order  it  will  expire 
with  this  year.  It  was  explained  by  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  at  the  last  meeting. 

Alderman  Slade— Was  there  any  consideration 
driven  to  that  portion  which  requires  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  to  furnish  furniture  and  build- 
ings, &c?    I  do  not  know  exactly  what  that  niean3. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  thought  I  fully  explained 
this  matter  at  the  last  meeting.  I  did  not  notice  that 
it  was  sent  back  to  us  in  the  form  of  an  ordinance. 
Mr.  Turner,  whom  we  have  elected  Treasurer  .looked 
into  the  matter  and  found  that  he  had  no  authority 
for  paying  men  outside  of  the  City  Hall.  The  order 
was  introduced  at  the  last  meeting,  that  he  might 
have  this  authority.  There  has  been  no  action  taken 
in  regard  to  furnishing  rooms  and  furniture,  but  I 
suppose  it  is  necessary  that  something  of  the  kind 
should  be  done,  and  that  he  should  have  a  place  to 
pay  off  the  men  wherever  he  goes.  Whether  it  ha* 
been  done  formerly  I  do  not  know.  They  may  have 
gone  around  with  the  money  in  their  pockets,  and  if 
they  found  a  place  it  was  ail  right.  It  is  merely  to 
carry  out  the  interests  of  the  city  and  protect  the 
money. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  do  not  know  how  this  is,  but 
I  understand  it  has  been  the  custom  for  the  ferry 
employees  to  be  paid  at  the  ferry  room,  and  also  the 
employees  on  the  improved  sewerage  to  be  paid  at 
the  works.  It  would  be  some  loss  to  the  ciiy  if  the 
men  had  to  come  to  City  Hall  every  time  they  haa  to 
be  paid.  I  do  not  understand  that  this  necessitates 
any  very  large  outlay  for  furniture  or  offices.  The 
committee  might  be  required  to  provide  some  ordi- 
nary desk  furniture. 

Alderioan  Hersey— I  presume  that  clause  was  put 
into  the  ordinance  so  that  where  it  might  be  neces- 
sary to  furnish  desks  the  committee  would  have  that 
authority.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  necessity 
for  it  now.  But  whatever  has  been  done  in  that  line 
in  the  paet  is  illegal.  I  presume  they  will  have  the 
game  r  ppliances  they  have  had  heretofore,  but  this 
is  merely  to  give  them  authority  for  doing  it. 

The  board  concurred  in  the  amendment  of  the  or- 
der to  the  form  of  an  ordinance. 

STATE   AID. 

The  report  of  the  paymaster  of  State  Aid  for  quar- 
ter ending  June  30th  was  reat  ived  and  sent  down : 

Balance  last  report 81,000 

Received 24,335  „,  .„ 

825.335 

Disbursed 24,386 

Balance , 8949 

Applicants— In  April,  1456;  in  May,  1435;  in  June, 
1414. 

PETITIONS  FOB  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Petition  was  received  tor  leave  to  locate  and  use 
steam  engine  as  follows : 

Chandler  &  Co.,  house  stationary  steam  engine  of 
2-borse  power  at  6  Province  court.  An  order  of  no- 
tice was  passed  for  hearing  thereon  on  Monday,  July 
25th,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

A  petition  of  Geo.  A.  Levy  &  Co.,  to  locate  and 
use  a  steam  boiler  of  6-horse  power  at  75  Essex 
utreet,  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Steam  En- 
gines. 

PORTLAND    STBEET  WIDENING. 

The  following  was  received : 

BOABD  OF  STREET  COMMISSIONEBS,  I 

Boston.  July  5, 1881.  f 

To  IheUonorable  the  City  Council r-The  Street  Com- 
missioners beg  leave  to  report,  in  response  to  your 
erder  of  June  27,  that  their  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
widening  Poitland  street  to  fifty  feet,  from  Hanover 


to  Causeway  street,  they  place  at  two  hundred  and 
seventy-five  thousand  dollars. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners. 
J.  H.  Jenkins,  Clerk. 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

LAW    DEPABTMENT. 

The  semi-annual  report  of  the  City  Solicitor,  giv- 
ing the  number  and  state  of  the  cases  in  court  to 
which  the  city  of  Boston  is  a  party,  was  received  and 
placed  on  file. 

THE  SALARY  BILL. 

The  board  took  up  the  Salary  bill,  being  the  special 
assignment,  viz.:  Consideration  of  the  remaining 
sections  of  City  Doc.,  90. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  subject  was  laid 
on  the  table  for  the  present, 

LEWIS  PABK. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds: 

Report  that  no  action  Is  necessary  on  petition  cf 
George  C.  Leach  that  the  city  repair  the  sidewalk 
around  Lewis  Park,  and  plant  additir  nal  trees  In 
said  park. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses : 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  minors'  applications, 
aa  follows:    Eight  newsboys. 

Accepted. 

VENTILATION    OF    THE    ALDEBMEN'S     CHAMBER. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  accompanying  order  to  provide 
ventilating  apparatus  for  the  Aldermen's  chamber, 
City  Hall,  f  r  the  purpose  of  giving  a  hearing  to 
the  Norton  House  and  Ship  Ventilating  Company, 
petitioners  for  leave  to  ventilate  said  room,  beg 
leave  to  report  that  they  have  witnessed  a  practical 
exhibition  of  the  workings  of  the  system  in  opera- 
tion at  the  Boston  Stock  Exchange,  but  find  tnat  a 
similar  system  could  not  be  applied  successfully  in 
City  Hall  on  account  of  Its  construction.  Your  com- 
mittee would  therefore  report  inexpedient  on  the 
request  of  the  petitioners,  and  would  report  further 
that  in  their  judgment  it  is  not  practicable  to  ap- 
ply any  of  these  costly  schemes  of  ventilation  In  the 
Aldernianic  chamber,  as  by  so  doing  the  building  will 
be  permanently  injured  from  the  necessary  cutting 
that  must  take  place  both  externally  and  Internally. 
The  method  proposed  in  the  order  la  of  the  same 
costly  character  and  would  not  improve  the  ventila- 
tion-of  the  chamber  sufficiently  to  warrant  the  ex- 
penditure. Your  committee's  conclusions  were  that 
the  present  appliances  of  the  room  are  sufficient  for 
its  ventilation  without  a  further  expenditure  in  this 
direction. 

For  the  committee, 

William  Woolley. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

PERMIT  FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

Alderman  Hersey  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines: 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions on  petition  tor  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam 
engines  as  follows :  Robert  Duffy,  on  Pynchon  street, 
corner  New  Heath  street.    Accepced. 

THE  OLD  STATE  H017SK. 

Among  the  papers  from  the  Common  Council  was 
their  adherence  to  their  former  vote  respecting  the 
disposition  of  the  Old  State  House,  and  appointment 
of  Messrs.  Whltmore,  Wakefield,  Connell.Parkman, 
and  Hart,  a  Committee  of  Conference  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

The  board  concurred,  and  Aldermen  Whitten, 
Woolley,  Slade,  Breck  and  Caldwell,  were  appointed 
on  said  committee. 

Under  reports  from  committees,  Alderman  Whit- 
ten subsequently  submitted  the  following: 

The  committee  on  the  part  of  this  board  appointed 
to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  Common  Council 
in  the  matter  of  the  disagreement  between  the  two 
branches  concerning  the  disposition  of  the  old  State 
House,  having  conferred  with  said  committee  upon 
the  subject,  would  respectfully  recommend  that  this 
board  recede  from  its  formei  action  and  concur  with 
the  Common  Council  in  the  adoption  of  the  orders 
lately  passed  in  that  branch. 

For  the  committee, 

Charles  V.  Whitten. 

The  question  was  upon  the  acceptance  of  the  re- 
port. 
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Alderman  Curtis— I  would  inquire  if  that  commits 
tee  hi.d  a  uieering  since  they  were  appointed? 

Alderman  Whitteu — It  having  been  called  to  their 
attention  that  they  would  be  appointed,  they  held  a 
meeting  this  forenoon.  As  the  lease  of  the  Old  State 
House  expired  on  the  1st  or  July,  they  considered  it 
for  the  interest  of  the  city  to  hold  this  meeting  at 
once  and  make  that  report.  In  submitting  tbat  re- 
port I  wish  to  say  that  it  was  not  in  accordance  with 
the  ideas  I  baVe  held  at  all.  But  as  the  tenarit  that 
the  city  could  have  had  has  retired,  and  as  it  is"  very 
important  to  hold- on  to  the  rest  of  those  who  offer  ti> 
be  tenants,  and  as  this  authorizes  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  to  rent  the  lower  floor  and  basement 
for  a  sum  not  less  than  sixteen  thousand  dollars  per 
annum,  theparties  to  make  their  own  repairs:  nd  in 
consultation  with  the  City  Architect  being  assured  that 
thirty-five  thousand  dollars  will  be  more  than  ample 
to  make,  all  the  repairs  required— and  he  thinks 
twenty-five  thousand  will  do  it:  and  as  an  independ- 
ent branch  of  the  government  has  repeatedly  sent  it 
back  to  us  by  a  very  large  uiajo  ity,  refusing  to  con- 
cur with  us,  the  committee  were  of  the  unanimous 
opinion — at  least  those  who  met  in  conference,  one 
Alderman  being  absent — that  we  had  better  concur 
with  the  Council  and  have  the  matter  settled.  In 
that  way  the  city  will  get  its  sixteen  thousand  dol- 
lars a  year,  or  more,  and  retain  the  upper  part  of  the 
builaing  for  such  purposes  as  it  may  see  fit  to  use  it.  , 
I  hope  the  report  will  be  accepted  and  that  this 
board  will  concur  with  the  Council.  In  consultation 
with  some  members  of  the  Council  for  wh-jm  I  have 
the  greatest  respect,  I  am  assured  that  in  their  opin- 
ion the  Council  will  not  recede  from  the  stand  they 
have  taken  in  the  matter.  I  think  we  can  afford  to 
compromise. 

Alderman  Hersey— This  has  certamly  been  rapid 
work  by  the  crmmittee,  and  they  are  to  be  commend- 
ed. There  is  either  one  of  three  things  for  us  to  do: 
—take  this  buildicg  down  as  an  obstruction  to  travel, 
fit  it  up  for  city  offices  and  a  museum,  or  lease  it  to 
outsiae  parties.  I  do  not  believe  in  joint  occupancy 
bv  the  city  and  tenants,  i  think  the  friction  would 
be  so  great  that  you  could  not  retain  the  tenants 
there.  I  think  the  board  should  adhere  to  their 
former  action,  and  I  make  that  motion. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  donot  think  the  point  is  well 
taken.  The  lower  part  of  Faneuil  Hall  is  used  by  ten- 
ants for  different  kind;  of  business.  The  floor  above 
is  used  as  a  public  hall  by  the  city,aud  the  upper  story 
is  occupied  as  an  armory.  It  is  understood  by  the 
party  who  proposes  to  lease  it  that  the  upper  por- 
tion will  be  occupied  by  the  city,  and  I  don't  see 
why  we  should  hesitate  on  that  account.  If  I  could 
have  had  my  own  way  about  it,  I  should  not  have 
made  that  report;  but  in  the  spirit  of  comprom- 
ise I  think  it  is  the  best  thing  to  do.  We  can  sit 
here  and  vote  to  non-concur  tor  a  month,  and  I 
think  this  is  where  it  will  end.  I  don't  think  we 
shall  be  able  to  make  as  good  an  arrangement 
again  as  we  can  now.  tor.  Bowker,  who  p/oposes 
to  lease  the  portio  >  of  the  building,  is  here 
andean  state  whether  it  is  objectionable  to"  take  the 
building  and  have  a  portion  oecupiei  by  the  city  for 
antiquarian  purposes. 

Alderman  Curtis — The  gentleman  on  my  leftthinks 
the  buildingcan  be  fitted  up  in  the  twoupper  stories 
for  $35,000,  while  he  makes  no  provision  for  the  two 
lower  stories.  There  are  to  be  contractors.  The  city 
will  repair  the  upper  part  of  the  building  and  Mr. 
Bowker  or  somebody  else  will  do  the  repairs  on  the 
lower  part.  The  city  ought  cot  to  know  Mr,  Bow- 
ker. There  are  parties  who  claim  that  if  this  build- 
ing is  to  be  let  they  want  a  chance  to  bid  on  it.  How 
do  we  know  what  condition  Mr.  Bowker  is  go- 
ing to  put  that  budding  in?  Are  they  going 
to  pay  $16,000  a  year  and  make  their  own  re- 
pairs? Are  the  repairs  going  to  correspond 
with  those  made  on  the  upper  stories?  How  can 
these  two  arrangements  work  together?  I  cannot  see 
how  they  can.  "If  we  can  get  the  gentleman's  opin- 
ion to  last  till  sundown  I  should  like  to  see  it.  I  say 
we  are  called  upon  to  let  this  building  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  city  of  Boston,  and  it  is  our  duty  to 
do  it.  I  was  riaing  on  the  car  witn  a  man  and  he 
said  he  wants  a  chance  to  bid  on  that  building.  He 
is  not  the  only  one,  either.  Others  want  a  chance  to 
bid  on  it.  That  man  says  it  is  the  best  building  for  a 
banking  house  in  the  city.  I  agree  with  tbe  gentle- 
man on  my  right,  that  if  we  have  got  to  have  the  city 
occupy  that  building  witn  somebody  else  we  ought 
to  tear  it  down  rather  than  ao  so.  Tear  it  down  first. 
TalK  about  spending  .$35,000  on  the  upper  stories, 
when  they  first  wanted  that  inucn  for  the 
whole  building.  Where  is  yoar  logic?  Why  don't 
you  bring  m  the  estimates?  We  don't  know 
anybody  who  will  give  $16,000  for  the  two 
lower  stories.    Whatis'going  to  be  done  with  the 


upper  stories?  Why,  sir,  nothing,  only  what  he  has 
a  mind  to.  What  kind  of  a  building  are  you  going 
to  have  under  such  an  arrangement?  I  say  tear  it 
down  rather  than  have  such  an  arrangement,  or  let 
it  for  the  best  interest  of  tl.e  city  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Wnitten— I  do  not  understand  that 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  propose  to 
let  the  building  to  Mr.  Bowker'  or  anybody  else, 
unless  he  is  the  trghest  bidder.  I  only  mention 
his  name  because  bidder  after  bidder  has  de- 
parted and  fie  is  the  only  one  left.  Mr.  Potter 
was  my  man,  but  he  has  gone.  I  used  Mr  Bow- 
ker's  name  because  I  understand  he  ia  willing  to  pay 
$16,000  for  the  two  lower  floors.  The  proposition  is 
to  put  this  into  the  nands  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  to  let  itforasum  notless  than  $16,000  to  the 
highest  bidder.  .Now,  in  regard  to  changing  my  mind. 
The  sarty  whom  I  consider  the  best  to  let  it  to,  for  the 
interest  of  the  city,  has  been  obliged  to  withdraw  his 
offer,  because  he  wanted  the  whole  building  or  not 
at  all.  I  consider  it  wiser  for  a  man  to  change  his 
mind  than  to  hold  on  to  an  opiuion  and  accomplish 
nothing  by  doing  so.  It  is  not  expected  that  the 
whole  $35,000  will  bespent.  That  sum  was  appro- 
priated early  in  the  year  to  repair  the  building.  Mr. 
dough  was  called  before  the  committee  to-day  and 
said  825,000  wonld  cover  all  that  is  proposed  to  be 
done,  and  he  would  stake  his  reputation  upon  $35,- 
000  doing  it.  I  think  it  is  better  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances to  accept  this  compromise  rather  than 
keep  the  matter  going  back  and  forth  between  the 
two  branches.  Neither  can  I  see  any  force  in  the  ar- 
gument that  we  should  tear  it  down,  if  we  cannot 
do  so  and  so.  I  think  it  is  better  to  rent  it  and  save 
$16,000  a  year. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  cannot  let  this  go  without 
another  word.  The  gentleman  talks  about  letting 
the  lower  part  of  the  building  for  $16,000.  We  have 
no  assurance  that  it  can  be  let  for  that.  Suppose  a 
man  takes  it  tor  $10,000,  is  he  going  to  let  the  water- 
closets  aiod  private  rooms  remaiu  down  there  where 
they  are  arranged  on  the  plau?  The  party  who  occu- 
pies the  upper  stories  must  control  the  two  lower 
stories.  Everj thing  is  drawn  according  to  tbe  plans 
to  go  into  the  basement.  The  plans  are  not  got  up 
in  proper  shape.  They  are  in  a  shape  to  deceive. 
That  is  what  I  told  Mr.  Clough.  He  says  he  put 
them  in  that  shape  because  they  told  him  to.  There 
is  a  thing  behind:  this  matter;  you  have  got  to  go 
round  on  the  other,  side  to  see  it.  I  do  not  believe 
in  going  into  it  in  that  shape. 

Alderman  Whitten— Tbe  plan  was  drawn  for  the 
whole  building  to  be  occupied  by  the  city.     This  . 
plan  is  different,  and  is  for  the  upper  story  to  be 
occupied  for  an  antiquarian  hall.    Tbe  people  who 
come  there  will  not  be  expected  to  use  the  closets. 

Alderman  Haldeman — 1  think  this  plan  is  not  at 
all  feasible.  I  do  not  believe  in  the  city  of  Boston 
occupying  the  upper  story  with  another  tenant  be- 
neath. If  it  is  to  be  a  compromise  to  oblige  the  other 
branch,  who,  as  I  understand,  have  changed  their 
minds  two  or  three  times  on  the  same  subject,  as  we 
have  an  appropriation  for  the  renovation  of  the 
entire  building,  why  should  we  not  put  it  in  soch 
condition  as  the  city  of  Boston  wants,  and  then  rent  a 
portion  of  it  if  we  choose  to  do  so?  If  it  is  proposed, 
as  I  have  said,  to  rent  the  bones  of  our  ancestors,  we 
should  get  at  it  in  a  practical  way.  I  do  not  believe 
in  the  city  of  Boston  improving  the  upper  stories  of 
this  building,  and  having  access  to  them  only  upon 
the  sufferance  of  a  tenant.  It  should  be  the  otner 
way.  It  the  city  of  Boston  occupies  the  ground 
floor  and  sends  the  tenant  up  stairs,  well  and  good. 
Faneuil  Hall  is  not  a  parallel  case,  as  the  tenants 
g  ere  are  always  under  control  of  the  city.  This 
shuts  the  city  out  fiom  such  access  to  the  upper  por- 
tion of  the  braiding  as  it  may  need.  If  the  city  improve 
the  first  floor  as  well  as  the  upper  story  there  would  be 
no  harm  in  it.  But  the  present  arrangement  will  be 
very  much  like  a  gentleman  in  a  dress  suit,  «ho  may 
have  a  coat  and  vest  in  the  latest  style  but  his  trow- 
sers  would  be  of  sjme  antique  pattern,  which  would 
make  him  ridiculous.  If  tbi?  building  is  to  be  im- 
proved it.  should  be  done  upon  one  plan  and  that  by 
the  city  cf  Boston.  The  whole  improvement  should 
be  done  by  the  city  from  the  appropriation,  and 
then  if  it  can  be  let  to  tenants  for  business  pur- 
poses, well  and  good.  I  think  myself  the  city  should 
either  rent  or  control  the  whole  building  or  pull  it 
down.  This  partnership  by  the  city,  no  matter 
whether  it  is  a  bank  or  anybody  else,  is  out  of  place. 
We  cannot  afford  to  divide  our  interest;  we  must  be 
supreme. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  agree  with  the  gentleman 
that  there  should  be  out  one  party  to  do  the  repairs, 
and  one  occupant.  To  do  otherwise  would  be  very 
much  like  a  case  which  occurred  on  shipboard :  The 
captain  did  one  thing  and  the  mate  another.     Final- 
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)y  the  captain  ordered  the  mate  to  go  forward  and 
alteud  to  his  duty.  He  went  forward  and  let  down 
the  anchor,  and  reported  that  his  part  of  the  t-liip 
was  at  anchor.  I  ttiiuk  the  other  partv  in  this  part- 
nership  would  get  the  city  into  such  a  positiou  that  it 
could  not  do  anything.  I  do  not  belieye  ill  any  such 
joint  occupancy. 

Alderman  Breck — The  order  from  the  Couucil  pro- 
vides 'hat  the  city  shall  have  full  control  of  the  swir- 
wajs  and  entrances  and  that  the  tenants  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  other  part  oi  the  building.  I 
think  the  city  will  be  entirely  independent  of  the 
tenant-. 

Alderman  Curtis— That  is  what  I  object  to.  lad-: 
mit  that  the  city  is  going  to  have  control  nf  the 
upper  nart,  but  who  is  to  control  the  lower  part? 
We  cannot  have  two  parties  occupying  this  builoing. 
The  man  who  occupies  the  lower  floor  must  control 
the  building.  The  upper  part  may  pet  out  of  repair, 
nnd  the  party  having  control  of  the  1  wer  vart  may 
say,  I  have  this  all  arranged  just  as  I  want  it,  and  I 
cannot  have  you  coining  in  here  and  repairing  this 
building. 

Alderman  Breck— The  Alderman  forgets  that 
there  is  such  a  thing  as  a  lea-e,  which  can  be  so 
drawn  that  the  cit.v  will  have  an  oppoitunity  to  go 
there  at  any  time  and  occupy  and  repair  its  portion 
of  the  building. 

Alderman  Curtis— At  $16,000  a  year? 

Alderman  Breck— Yes,  and  have  proper  restric- 
tions placed  upou  it  so  that  the  interests  of  the  city 
will  be  fully  protected.  The  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  will  see  that  the  lease  is  made  right  and 
that  the  interests  of  the  city  will  be  protected. , 

Alderman  Whitteu — 1  think  that  the  idea  that  be- 
cause the  city  chooses  to  rent  the  lower  part,  it 
cannot  control  if,  is  perfectly  ridiculous.  It  ihe 
Alderman  wishes  to  let  the  lower  part  of  a  build- 
ing and  occupy  the  chambers,  could  he  not 
word  the  lease  in  such  a  wav  that  if  he  wanted 
to  go  in  there  he  would  not  lose  the  rent  of 
the  whole  building.'  The  argument  seems  perfectly 
ridiculous.  The  city  is  not  different  from  an.  indi- 
vidual, and  can  rent  the  building  under  proner  re- 
strictions. I  do  no^  chink  that  because  the"  water 
pipes  mn  through  the  lower  floors  and  need  to  be 
repaired  oDce  a  yeir,  they  will  have  to  lose  the  rent 
if  they  oo  so. 

Alderman  Hersey— We  do  not  propose  to  lose  the 
rent  of  the  building.  We  oropose  to  rent  the  whole 
of  it. 

Alderman  Whitteu — That  is  my  idea  exactly.  But 
an  independent  branch  of  the  city  government  do 
not  agree  with  us,  and  I  consider  that  we  .-houM  ac- 
cept this  compromise  just  as  we  have  to  make  a  great 
many  compromises.  There  is  no  great  moral  ques- 
tion involved,  and  nothing  wrong  about  it.  One 
party  thinks  cne  way  and  another  another.  This 
compromise  will  satisfy  all  parties,  and  will 
enable  us  to  get  all  we  can  for  the  build- 
ing. The  lease  is  to  be  made  by  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings,  who  do  not  propose  to  let  it  to 
Mr.  Bowker  unless  itbe  upon  the  very  best  terms  for 
the  interest!  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Slade— I  believe  lam  a  member  of  this 
Conference  Committee,  but  did  not  aitend  the  meet- 
ing. The  meeting  was  held  here  la*t  Frinay.  A  few 
Aldermen  were  present,  and  the  committee  was  an- 
nounced. No  clerk  wa->  present,  and  I  think  it  is 
hardly  a  legal  way  of  doing  business.  I  could  not  at- 
tend the  first  meeting  because  there  was  another  at 
the  same  hour  which  1  felt  bound  to  attend.  I  un- 
derstand they  adjourned  to  meet  at  2  o'clock  to-day, 
aud  I  was  here  to  meet  them.  At  the  same  time  I  do 
not  really  think  that  anything  we  could  do  should 
have  been  reported  until  this  board  had  scted  upon 
the  request  from  the  Council  and  the  commit- 
tee joined,  as  has  been  do"ne  to-day.  This 
work  has  really  been  done  before  the  com- 
mittee was  legally  appointed.  I  don't  know  but 
I  am  mistaken  about  that.  However,  I  should  have 
atteuded  if  I  had  not  inaue  a  mistake.  1  suppose  it  is 
all  right,  because  after  I  went  to  the  store  I  found  a 
notice  there.  But  now  that  the  committee  have 
reported  I  do  not  know  how  to  vote.  I  wish  I  could 
vote  to  tear  the  building  down.  I  should  do  it  gladly. 
These  two  committee-'  have  met  and  came  to  an 
agreement,  and  I  don't  know  but  I  am  honestly 
bound  to  that  agreement,  although  I  do  not  believe 
in  it  all.  I  think  the  City  Council  were  beside  tbem- 
Helvei-  when  they  did  not  accept  the  proposition  to 
lease  the  whole  of  the  building  fur  £20,00!)  a  year. 
That  ie  'he  most  unfortunate  thing  we  have  done. 
I  do  not  know  but  this  is  the  next  best  thing,  but  I 
felt  the  olher  day  that  I  could  not  be  brought  to  vote 
for  this  order,  and  should  not  do  so  now  unless  satis- 
lied  that  it  is  i he  next  best  thing  to  do. 

Alderman  Whitteu  —  II    the  Alderman   had  gone  to 


his  office  this  morning,  f  think  he  would  have  found 
the  notice  on  his  desk. 

Alderman  nlade — I  wai  not  there  this  morning. 

Alderman  Whi  ten— Not  being  at  the  meeting,  I 
do  not  feel  that  he  is  undir  any  obligation  to  vote 
for  the  report.  Under  the  circumstances,  I  think  it 
is  the  nest  way  out  of  it.  If  we  delay  uiuch  longer, 
we  will  be  worse  off  than  we  are  now.  I  agree  that 
it  was  nnfortunate  that  the  Council  did  not  concur 
with  us,  and  rent  that  building  for  $20,000. 

Alderman  Woolley — As  a  member  of  that  commit- 
tee, I  stand  just  as  does  the  gentleman,  the  chairman, 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  I  was  in  favor  of 
renting  the  building  to  one  tenant,  without  the 
city  using  any  portion  of  it.  But  this  Commit- 
tee of  Conference  was  appointed,  and  I  had  the 
honor  oi  serving  upon  it.  I  do  not  see  any  way  out  of 
it.  except  to  concur  with  the  Council,  as  it  is  pi  etty 
well  established  that  ihey  will  not  recede.  I  think 
gentlemen  make  a  mistake  in  using  the  name  of  a 
private  individual  here.  If  I  understand  aright, 
Mr.  Bowker  represents  the  North  American  Insur- 
ance Company,  which  has  been  a  tenant  of  the 
building,  and  is  an  institution  entitled  to  credit. 
Their  rent  has  been  paid  promptly,  and  will  be  in 
the  future  if  they  continue  to  occupy  any  part  of  it. 
I  also  understand  that  this  $16,000  is  the  minimum 
sum  for  vihich  the  building  can  be  let.  The  commit- 
tee propose  to  get  the  most  they  can,  after  it  is  refit- 
ted. It  was  the  talk  to-day  that  the  tenants  should 
vacate  during  the  making  ot  therepairs.  It  was  the 
sentiment  of  the  committee  that  the  building  should 
be  put  in  thorough  repair  and  then  leased.  It  is  not 
intended  that  the  tenant  should  occupy  the  whole  of 
the  basement  floor;  the  city  is  to  occupy  such  portion 
as  may  be  necessary.  I  donot  see  but  that  the  city  is 
amply  protected.  The  North  American  Insurance 
Company  has  paid  the  city  a  large  sum  of  money  for 
occupying  this  building.  They  propose  to  pay  the 
city  $400,000  for  such  portion  of  the  two  lower  stories 
as  the  city  see  fit  to  lease,  the  city  reserving  such 
portion  of  the  basement  as  it  may  reed.  But  $16,090 
is  not  the  absolute  price  at  which  it  is  intended  to 
lease  the  building. 

Alderman  Curtis— The  $16,000  seems  to  be  the 
sticking  point,  and  that  we  are  going  to  have  it,  and 
that  the  parties  are  to  make  their  own  repairs.  I 
think  we  are  not  acting  understanding^.  I  do  not 
think  there  is  a  gentleman  in  this  room  who  would 
pay  $16,000  for  the  building  and  let  the  city 
occupy  such  parts  as  it  wants.  There  isn't  a 
man  in  this  ruoui  who  would  do  it.  If  we 
are  to  repair  any  part  we  should  repair  the 
whole.  Six  months  hence  you  will  have  as  many 
applications  for  that  building  as  you  have  to-day.  I' 
don't  believe  there  is  a  gentleman  in  tnis  room  who 
would  give  $16,00u  for  that  portion  of  the  building 
and  make  his  own  repairs. 

Alderman  Whitteu— I  think  it  would  be  very  fool- 
ish to  turn  out  the  tenants  while  we  are  making  re- 
pairs. They  are  there  and  will  be  .ikely  to  pay  more 
than  anybi  dv  else.  If  the  committee  find  that  they 
cannot  rent  it  for  $16,000  or  more,  they  can  repoit 
back  for  the  City  Council  to  take  such  action  as  they 
see  tit.  I  think  it  would  be  foolish  to  fit  it  up  for 
offices  now. 

Alderman  Viles — This  is  almost  too  rapid  work  for 
me.  1  may  be  rather  -lull,  but  I  fail  to  understand 
what  the  committee  mean,  or  what  they  intend  to  do. 
Within  the  last  hour  we  huve  had  a  conference  com- 
mittee of  five  a  oi  join  ted.  That  committee  met  before 
tbey  were  appoinied,  and  have  brought  in  a  report. 
It  is  too  much  like  lightening  speed  for  me.  If  we 
put  the  building  into  the  market  I  believe  there  are 
men  who  will  take  it  for  $25,000  a  year  and  perhaps 
more,  if  they  can  have  the  whole  of  it.  I  do  not 
believe  in  repairing  it  until  we  know  what  we  cau 
do;  at  any  rate  I  shall  have  to  vote  against  tne 
report  of  the  committee. 

Alderman  Tucker— This  report  has  b:en  got  up 
wilh  a  good  deal  ot  speed.  I  do  not  think  the  com- 
mittee had  time  to  consider  the  subject  carefully. 
It  seems  that  the  Old  State  House  is  pretty  good  pro- 
perty after  all;  that  it  is  wanted.  If  it  was  adver- 
tised to  be  leased  at  auction  I  have  no  doubt  you 
would  find  plentv  of  bidders  at  $20,000  a  year  for  20 
or  30  jears.  We  have  had  the  wise  men  of 
both  branches  together,  several  of  whom  are  of 
the  opinion  that  the  property  could  be  easily 
leased  for  twenty  years  at  $20,000  a  year;  but  they 
come  here  and  recommend  that  a  portion  be  leased 
at  ,$16,000  a  year,  and  the  remainder  be  repaired  at 
an  expense  of  $35,000.  It  strikes  me  that  this  is  a 
very  uubusiuess-like  transaction.  I  do  not  think  a 
single  man  on  that  committee  could  do  such  a  thing 
io  any  bu«iness  transaction  of  his  own.  I  do  not 
believe  the  City  Council  would  be  endorsed  in  any 
such  course  by  the  people,  and   I  do   not  believe  the 
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other  branch  will  hold  out,  when  they  consider  this 
matter  and  take  a  business-liite  view  of  what  it  is 
proposed  to  do.  If  this  order  passee,  I  understand 
the  city  has  got  to  continue  to  make  repairs  upon  the 
bui'ding  during  the  next  twenty  or  thirty  years, 
which  would  amount  to  quite  a  largj  sum;  whereas 
if  the  building  was  rented  to  one  party,  to  make  his 
own  repairs,  it  would  be  a  sourco  ot  large  income. 
I  do  not  think  a  single  member  of  the  committee  has 
taken  into  consideration  the  large  amount  ot  money 
that  the  city  is  going  to  lose.  I  am  not  prepared  to 
endorse  their  report.  I  am  prepared  to  favor  any- 
thing that  is  reasonable.  But  I  do  not  consider  this 
as  reasonable.  I  do  not  think  it  is  right  and  shall 
oppose  it. 

Alderman  Whitten— No  member  of  the  committee 
understood  it  bet*er  than  I  did.  The  first  proposi- 
tion before  the  City  Council  was  to  lose  all  the  rent 
on  the  building  and  spend  $35,000  in  repairing  it. 
Then  there  was  an  offer  to  lease  for  $20,000  per  an- 
num, the  party  to  put  the  buildirg  in  repair.  I  un- 
derstand just  what  the  city  loses  by  not  accepting 
that  offer,  and  what  it  will  lose  by  renting  only  a 
part  of  it.  But  the  question  before  us  is  whether  we 
can  sit  here  and  compel  members  of  the  other 
branch  to  do  just  as  we  want  them  to  do.  There  are 
seventy-one  men,  and  they  have  voted  differently 
from  us  several  times  by  a  large  majority.  They  have 
sent  down  to  us  this  compromise.  There  was  no  haste 
in  it.  Every  member  of  the  committee  understood  it 
precisely  just  as  well  when  he  ?at  down  as  he  did  when 
he  got  up.  Every  member  of  this  board  understands 
it  thoroughly.  The  time  has  nothing  to  do  with  it, 
and  I  do  not  understand  there  is  anything  illegal 
about  it.  It  is  simply  a  question  whether  you  will 
take  three-fourths  of  a  cherry  or  nothing. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  think  the  city  of  Boston 
would  make  money  by  waiting  one  or  two  years, 
until  the  city  government  changed.  I  do  not  think 
the  citv  will  be  liable  to  lose  its  tenants.  The  old 
State  House  is  pretty  good  proper  and  plenty  of  peo- 
ple want  it.  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  improve 
it  materially,  and  in  the  end  we  shall  make  money 
Dy  waiting. 

Alderman  Whitten— Quite  a  number  of  men  believe 
in  tearing  the  building  down.  But  I  do  not  see  why  it 
is  not  just  as  well  to  rent  it,  and  get  a  gcod  fair  income 
from  it.  "We  may  get  $16,000,  and  if  parties  are  wil- 
ling to  pay  more  I  shall  D6  glad  to  rent  it  to  them.  I 
understand  there  are  parties  willing  to  pay  that  sum. 
I  wish  to  enter  my  protest  against  the  charge  of  haste 
in  this  matter,  because  I  have  been  all  the  time  in 
favor  of  renting  it  for  $20,000  a  year,  but  I  cannot 
carry  my  point. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  hope  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  will  give  us  information  as  to  what  the 
two  upper  stories  are  to  be  occupied  for. 

Alderman  Whitten— The  order  from  the  other 
branch  gives  the  information  as  well  as  I  can.  The 
third  floor  is  to  be  occupied  for  a  memorial  hall,  and 
the  floor  above  that  will  not  be  worth  much  for  of- 
fices after  the  repairs  are  made,  though  there  may 
he  some  small  offices  in  connection  with  the  Memo- 
rial Hall.  It  will  be  very  much  such  a  place  as 
Independence  Hall  in  Philadelphia,  where  objects 
of  interest  will  be  collected,  and  the  public  can  go 
and  see  them. 

Alderman  Slade— This  comes  entirely  in  the  shape 
of  a  compromise.  If  I  vote  for  it— which  I  don't 
want  to  do— it  will  be  because  I  think  we  had  better 
do  it  than  do  worse,  perhaps.  There  is  no  evidence 
that  we  can  let  the  whole  buildiDg  to-day.  The  other 
branch  have  sat  down  upon  letting  it,  and  I  do  not 
understand  that  any  of  them  are  sorry  for  it.  They 
feel  that  this  is  the  most  they  are  willing  to  do,  and 
that  it  is  a  good  deal  of  a  compromise,  perhaps,  on  their 
part.  We  shall  be  really  paying  $7000  or  $8000  a 
year  for  the  occupancy  of  those  rooms  if  we  take 
this  course.  The  city  would  not  do  any  such  thing, 
if  it  wasn't  for  the  fact  that  there  is  a  public  senti- 
ment about  the  building,  and  that  the  City  Council 
wish  to  retain  it  for  that  reason.  I  shall  have  to 
vote  for  this  compromise,  although  I  hate  to  do  it, 
and  don't  believe  in  it  at  all ;  but  as  a  compromise  1 
don't  know  but  what  I  ought  to  vote  for  it. 

Alderman  Whitten  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  board  refused  to  accept  the  report  of  the 
Conference  Committee,  yeas  6,  nays  6. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Breck,  Caldwell,  O'Brien,  Slade, 
Whitten,  Woolley— 6. 

Nays— Aldermen  Curtis,  frost,  Haldeman,  Hersey, 
Tucker,  Viles— 6. 

The  question  then  came  up  on  concurrence  with 
the  Council. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  believe  the  action  of  this 
board  has  been  entirely  consistent  on  all  these  or- 
ders. If  we  adhere  to  our  former  action  we  shall  be 
consistent,  and  there  will  be  no  trouble  about  it. 


The  board  adhered  to  their  former  action  in  pass- 
ing the  order  instructing  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  to  lease  the  Old  State  House  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  city  and  non-concurred  with  the  Coun  • 
cil,  1  for,  11  against. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  want  to  make  a  personal 
explanation  in  regard  to  this  matter.  I  believe  the 
report  I  made  as  Chairman  of  the  Conference  Com- 
mittee was  a  proper  one,  and  that  I  shall  be  borne 
out  in  it  eventually.  While  I  was,  and  am  to- 
day, in  favor  of  renting  the  whole  building  for 
$20,000  a  year  to  responsible  tenants,  the  city  to 
make  no  repairs,  still  I  believe  that  time  will  show 
that  under  the  circumstances  it  will  be  best  for  us  to 
rent  it  for  $16,000  or  more,  as  proposed  by  the  Council 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order— That  the 
City  Architect  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  allowed  leave  of 
absence  for  two  months,  beginning  August  1, 1881. 
Passed.    Sent  doWD. 

THE  BUILDING  LIMITS. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order— That  the 
Commiltee  on  Ordinances  consider  the  report  of  the 
expediency  of  curtailing  or  enlarging  the  building 
limits  of  the  city.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

SEWEB  REPORTS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers: 

Reports  and  orders  for  hearings  on  Monday  next 
at  i  P.  M.,  on  the  expediency  of  constructing  sewers 
as  follows: 

In  Westminster  street,  between  Windsor  and  Ham- 
mond streets. 

In  Leveiett  street,  between  Spring  and  Cotting 
streets. 

In  Joy  street,  between  Beacon  street  and  Mt.  Ver- 
non place. 

In  Cottage  street,  Dorchester,  between  Norfolk 
avenue  and  Clifton  street. 

In  Brighton  street,  between  Leverett  and  Lowell 
streets. 

ORDERS  PASSED. 

Order  to  build  sewer  as  follows :  In  Dorchester  av- 
enue, between  Centre  street  and  Centre  ave.,  and  in 
Centre  ave.    Passed. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Streets,  on  the  part  of  the  board: 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  oc- 
casioned in  layiDg  out  streets  as  follows:  Mary  C. 
Brigham,  $50,  for  damages  occasioned  to  building 
on  her  estate  on  Westville  street  by  the  laying  out  of 
said  street.    Passed. 

FERRY  TOLLS  ON  THE  FOURTH  OF  JULY. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July  be 
directed  to  pay  from  their  appropriation  to  the 
Directors  of  the  East  Bost;n  ferries,  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  dollars,  the  same  being  compensation 
in  lieu  of  tolls  for  running  their  boats  without 
charge  on  that  day;  and  that  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts make  the  entries  necessary  tocarrj  this  order 
into  effect.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  petitions  of  Louis 
McDonald  to  remove  wooden  building  from  78  Chel- 
sea street  to  123  Paris  street,  Ward  2;  Michael  Rogan 
for  a  landing  at  foot  of  Mt.  Vernon  street  for  pas- 
sengers from  ug-boat  Joseph  M.Burke;  Henry  N. 
Cook  et  als.  for  cross-walk  across  Norfolk  street 
at  Milton  avenue,  Dorchester;  Samuel  B.  Pierce 
and  others  for  cross-walks  at  the  intersection 
of  Columbus  and  Giendale  streets;  D.  J.  Cutter,  for 
cros3-walk  on  Commercial  and  Preston  streets,  Ward 
24;  Louis  Prang  &  Co.,  for  cross-walks  across  Rox- 
bury  street  at  the  main  entrance  to  the  chromo-lith- 
ographic  establishment;  Rev.  M.  F.  Higgins,  that 
stone  flagging  be  laid  on  Fourth  street  from  the 
Conventual  ground  to  the  main  entrance  to  the  Gate 
of  Heaven  Church. 

Severally  accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  to  grade  and  gravel  L  street, 
South  Boston,  from  First  street  to  a  point  530  feet 
northerly  of  said  First  street,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$3500;  to  cover  the  cobble  stone  pavement  on  Har- 
rison avenue,  between  East  Chester  park  and  the 
southerly  line  of  Northampton  street,  with  the  Ab- 
bott asphalt  pavement,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $2200; 
to  remove  the  decayed  wooden  pevement  from  Doane 
street,  and  pave  said  street  with  American  asphalt 
pavement,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $2300.  Orders  sev- 
erally passed. 
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Reports  aurt  orders  to  sprinkle  Saratoga  street 
from  Words w i  rtb  street  to  Winthrop,  at  a  cost  not 
exceeding  $200  per  month;  for  edgestones  in  front  of 
estates  ot  George  W.  Coleman  an  1  Win.  R.  Clark  on 
Mt.  Everett  street,  Dorchester,  Darius  Lewis  and 
Rehecca  Eddy  on  Farkmau  street,  Dorchester;  and 
tor  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of  Leopold 
Vogel  on  Bovlston  street,  Charles  Brown  25  Clarence 
street,  Phillipiue  Schmidt,  H  street,  and  John  Bain- 
ard,  685-7  Parker  street.    Orders  severally  passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  Bos- 
ton Sugar  Refinery  Co.  to  erect  two  Bridges,  one 
across  -Marginal  street  and  one  across  Webster  street, 
East  Boston,  said  bridges  to  be  placed  sufficiently 
above  the  street  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  pas- 
sage of  teams  and  vehicles.  This  permit  is  granted 
upon  condition  that  the  said  Boston  Sugar  Refinery 
Company  shall  first  (rive  to  tne  city  an  agreement  in 
writing  saving  harmless  ?aid  city  against  any  and  all 
claims  for  damages,  costs  or  expenses,  for  or  on  ac- 
count of,  or  in  any  way  growing  cut  of  the  erecting 
or  maintaining  of  said  bridges  over  said  streets. 
Also  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall  agree 
to  remove  said  bridges  when  ordered  so  to  do  by  the 
.Board  of  Aldermen. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  shov.ld  like  a  little  explana- 
tion of  that.  It  seems  to  me  it  in  rather  a  bad  prece- 
dent. If  we  allow  corporations  or  individuals  to 
extend  bridges  across  the  streets  we  do  not  know 
where  we  are  going  to  stop. 

Alderman  Slade— The  only  explanation  I  can  give 
of  this  matter  is  the  fact  tnat  the  Sugar  Refiuery 
own  on  both  sides  of  the  street  at  that  point.  They 
are  the  only  abutters  for  a  long  distance,  and  the 
reason  they  want  this  bridge  is  to  carry  their  freight 
across  the  street,  which  will  be  a  great  deal  more 
convenient  than  it  is  now,  and  we  save  incumbering 
the  street.  They  have  a  crossing  there  now  and  we 
cannot  take  it  away.  In  loi  kina  tins  matter  over,the 
committee  thought  it  would  be  better  to  let  them 
cross  and  reflross  on  a  bridge. 

Alderman  Horsey— I  believe  we  should  do  what 
we  can  to  protect  the  manufacturing  interests  ot 
this  city.  Boston  and  .Massachusetts  live  largely  on 
their  manufactures,  and  the  sugar  refining  is  one  of 
the  largest  interests  of  this  citv.  If  this  bridge  can 
be  allowed  to  them  with  no  detriment  to  other  peo- 
ple, I  do  i.ot  see  any  objection  to  it,  particularly  as 
we  reserve  the  right  to  order  it  down  at  any  time.  I 
hope  the  order  will  oe  passed.  I  can  see  the  neces- 
sity for  some  such  arrangement  for  this  refinery  to 
carry  freight  from  one  house  to  another,  and  it  will 
lessen  the  obstruction  to  travel. 

Alderman  Caldwell — I  oo  not  know  that  there  is 
any  particular  objection  to  this  location,  but  it 
strikes  me  we  are  establishing  a  precedeut  which 
will  give  us  .rouble  hereafter  They  own  both  Hides 
ot  the  street,  and  it  may  be  all  right  in  this  case,  but 
I  think  tne  taking  possession  of  our  streets  by  some- 
thing similar  to  an  elevated  railroad  is  objectionable. 

Alderman  Slade — I  believe  there  cannot  be  any 
abutters  to  objec  to  this  anvwhere  on  the  street,  but 
I  believe,  if  any  of  the  abutters  should  come  and 
make  an  objection  to  it  it  could  be  stopped;  at  least 
that  is  my  impression.  But  the  committee  cannot 
see  any  objections  to  it  whatever,  and  they  favored  it 
because  of  the  fact  that  the  refinery  had  a  right  to 
the  crossing  there,  which  is  a  great  nuisance  when 
they  are  at  work.  If  it  is  taken  up  out  of  the  way, 
I  think  the  people  in  the  neighborhood  will  be  very 
glad  to  have  it  done. 

Alderman  Frost — I  should  like  to  inquire  at  what 
height  above  the  street  the  permit  states  they  are  to 
cross. 

Alderman  Slade— I  do  not  know  as  it  is  stated 
there,  but  they  will  go  away  above  the  possibility  of 
interfering  with  any  carriages  or  load  passing  through 
the  street.     I  think  it  is  some  16  or  17  feet. 

Alderman  Woolley — I  certainly  am  in  favor  of 
granting  this  petiM.jtj,  after  what  has  been  said  by 
the  committee  that  they  are  the  only  abutters  any- 
where near,  and  that  it  only  adjoins  their  own  prop- 
erty. They  have  a  right  to  cro-s  the  street  at  grade 
with  a  track,  and  if  we  give  thern  this  permission  it 
will  put  the  track  tbovc  grade.  I  think  the  superin- 
tendent stated  to  the  committee  that  this  would  be 
22  feet  above  grade,  which  will  allow  any  vehicle  or 
any  size  of  load  to  pass  under  it. 

The  order  was  passed. 

bhawmut-avenue  bridge. 

Alderman  Curtis  ottered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  faving  be  requested  to  raise  the  parapets 
of  Sbawujut-aveuue  bridge.    Passed. 

TRACKS   IN    LIVERPOOL   STREET. 

Oo  motion  ot  Alderman  Slade,  the  petition  of  D. 
I).  Killj  and   others  for  a  hearing  in  regard  to  the 


tracks  in  Liverpool  street  was  taken  from  the  table, 
and  it  was  voted  to  give  the  petit  oners  a  hearing  on 
Monday.  July  18th. 

THE  FOURTH  OF  JULY  CELEBRATION. 

Alderman  Haldeman  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council  are 
due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  Union  Atnletic 
Club,  of  Boston,  for  the  very  interesting  exhibition 
of  the  game  of  lacrosse  given  ou  Boston  Common  on 
the  fourth  of  July,  1881. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Haldeman  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council  are 
due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  Lansing  Millis,  traf- 
fic agent  of  the  Central  Vermont  Railroad,  for  his 
courtesv  in  securing  iree  transportation  from  Mon- 
treal and  return  for  the  Indian  Lacrosse  players  who 
took  part  in  the  game  ou  Boston  Common  on  July 
4th,  1881. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  would  say  in  explanation, 
that  the  appropriation  assigned  for  the  Lacross  game 
was  $200.  It  was  found  impossible  to  get  a  team 
here  from  New  York,  as  was  first  thought,  and  the 
ouly  course  left  was  to  bring  the  Indians  here  from 
Montreal,  which  would  have  exhausted  our  appro- 
priation. Learning  our  difficulty,  Mr.  Millis  sent  to 
Montreal  and  had  the  Indians  brought  here  free  of 
cost. 

The  resolve  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order— That  the 
thanks  ot  the  City  Council  be  presented  to  the  Hon. 
G.  Washington  Warren  for  the  very  interesting  ora- 
tion delivered  by  him  before  the  municipal  authori- 
ties of  Boston  on  the  one  hundred  and  fifth  anni- 
versary of  the  Declaration  of  American  Indepen- 
dence, and  that  he  oe  requested  to  furnish  a  copy 
for  publication.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

CLERK  HIRE  IN  THE  COURTS. 

Alderman  Tucker,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
County  Accounts,  presented  requisitions  for  clerk 
hire  in  the  courts  for  the  month  of  June  as  follows: 
Superior  Civil,  $252.57;  Superior  Criminal,  $208.33; 
Supreme  Judicial,  $135.  Approved  and  ordered 
paid. 

VACATION. 

Aldern.an  Haldemann  offered  an  order — That 
when  the  board  adjourns  on  the  25th  inst.,  it  be  to 
meet  by  successive  adjournments  on  August  8  and 
22,  and  September  5  and  19,  and  that  orders  of  no- 
tice, be  made  returnable  accordingly.    Passed. 

EXTENSION   OF  HARRISON   AVENUE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis  the  board  took 
from  the  table  the  resolve  and  order  to  extend  Har- 
rison avenue  to  Bedford  street,  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  $182,790.    (City  Doc.,  Xo.  74.) 

Alaerman  Curtis— In  the  fore  part  of  the  session  I 
was  in  hopes  that  we  might  dispense  with  some  of 
tnese  street  widenings;  but  as  Huntington  avenue 
has  gone  through,  and  others  are  likely  to  go 
through.  I  had  thought  to  vote  against  this  when  it 
came  up  for  passage.  The  reason  1  moved  to  lay  it 
upon  the  table  was,  that  the  lower  part  of  Cbarincy 
street  Is  a  great  eyesore  to  look  upon  where  it  comes 
out  into  Essex  street;  but  on  examining  it  and  find- 
ing out  that  tiy  taking  off  Chauncy  street  on  the 
right  band  as  we  go  south,  a  partv  on  the  other  side 
would  be  willing  to  exchange  land  and  make  an  off- 
set for  what  we  take  on  the  right  haud  side,  and  we 
could  do  this  Harrison-avenue  exteasian  at  some 
future  time  at  less  expense  than  at  present.  I  have 
taken  the  pains  to  ascertain  these  facts,  and  that 
was  the  reason  why  I  moved  to  lay  upon  the  table. 
I  hope  wo  shall  hear  from  some  members  of  the 
board. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  believe  there  is  no  public 
necessity  for  extending  Harrison  avenue  to  termin- 
ate at  a  narrow  street,  and  that  no  great  relief  to 
travel  will  take  place  unless  it  is  extended  further, 
which  I  understand  it  is  proposed  not  to  do.  I  agree 
that  it  will  benefit  the  estates  that  will  be  opened, 
and  they  can  afford  to  pay  the  whole  cost  them- 
selves. Unless  the  city  obtain  from  the  abutters 
some  agreement  to  pay  the  whole  expense  of  the  ex- 
tension, I  am  opposed  to  the  city  undertaking  it.  I 
believe  it  will  lie  done  at  sometime  by  the  parties 
interested,  and  that  the  city  ought  not  to  spend  $180,- 
000  for  a  private  speculation.  I  hope  the  order  will 
not  pass. 

Alderman  Vlles  -This  matter  has  been  under  con- 
sideration for  some  time,  and  a  plan  of  the  extension 
lieB  before  the  board.  Any  one  can  see  it  will  open 
up  and  develop   more  property  than  any  other  itn- 

Erovement  that  has   been  made.      Public    hearings 
ave  been   given,  and  I  never  attended  a  hearing  at 
which  the  people  were  more  enthusiastic  in  favor  of 
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an  improvement.  Tue  Street  Commissioners  believe 
the  whole  expense  can  be  assessed  upon  the  parties. 
This  matter  was  considered  eariy  in  the  year,  and  an 
appropriation  for  it  was  placed  in  the  tax  levy,  so 
that  we  shall  not  have  to  raise  a  cent.  It  went 
through  the  Council  unanimously.  The  Street  Com- 
missioners are  in  favor  of  it—  iu  fact  the  public  are. 
I  believe  it  is  one  of  the  best  improvements  that  can 
be  made. 

Alderman  Curtis— Is  it  taken  under  the  betterment 
law? 

Alderman  Viles— It  is. 

Alderman  Hsrsey— The  gentleman  says  the  Street 
Commissioners  expect  the  whole  amount  of  the  ex- 
pense can  be  levied  in  betterments.  I  do  not  un- 
stand  how  they  can  levy  over  one-half  the  cost.  He 
says  the  parties  owning  the  estates  are  enthusiastic. 
I  should  think  they  would  be.  Anybody  owning 
property  tnere  ought  to  feel  enthusiastic,  if  they  can 
get  the  city  to  pay  the  whole  expense.  I  believe 
some  arrangement  can  be  made  with  the  abutters  to 
pay  the  whole  expense  of  opening  this  street. 

Alderman  Viles— I  understand  that  the  cost  will 
be  paid  by  the  betterments. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  understand  that  betterments 
cannot  be  assessed  exceeding  one-half  the  cost. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

Provided  that  no  part  of  the  estate  of  Wendell 
Phillip?,  or  that  of  his  wife,  shall  be  taken  or  re- 
moved for  the  period  of  twenty-one  months  from  the 
time  of  the  naasage  of  this  order. 

Aldermair  Woolley— I  would  say  in  explanation 
that  the  widening  of  this  street  takes  a  portion  of  the 
estate  of  Wendell  Phillips,  a  gentleman  whom  we 
all  know.  It  takes  a  very  small  piece  off  of  one  side. 
The  Street  Commissioners  agree  that  it  would  not  be 
actually  necessary  to  cut  cff  the  estate  at  the  first 
taking."  I  understand  it  is  competent  for  this  board 
to  pass  an  amendment  of  that  kind.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  wife  of  Mr.  Phillips  is  sick  and  her  physi- 
cians think  it  would  result  in  death  to  remove  her. 
Of  course  it  is  very  desirable  on  his  part  that  his 
home  should  not  be  disturbed. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  coincide  in  the  amendment 
offered  bv  Alderman  Woolley.  I  have  been  request- 
ed from  Mr.Phlllips  to  ask  that  the  time  be  extended 
as  tar  as  it  could  be  on  account  of  the  sickness  of  his 
wife.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Aldermen  will  be  as  lenient 
as  possible. 

Alderman  Woolley  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  believe  the  time  has  not  vet 
arrived  when  any  hsw  scheme  of  street  widening 
should  be  entertained.  If  the  Aldermen  will  con- 
sult the  records  of  the  city  for  the  past  ten  or  urtee>- 
years  they  will  find  that  almost  our  entire  indebted- 
ness is  in  coosequence  of  expensive  street  widenings. 
I  do  not  believe  in  this  proposed  widening,  oecause 
it  is  deceptive.  They  do  not  tell  the  whole  story. 
They  extend  Harrison  avenue  to  Bedford  street 
but  that  means  the  still  more  expensive  improve 
rnent  of  extending  it  from  Summer  to  Hawley 
street.  Are  the  board  ready  to  commence  such  an 
improvement  as  that?  If  you  are>  next  year  you  will 
be  pressed  to  extend  this  avenue  to  Hawley  street. 
The  order  does  not  tell  the  whole  story.  It  is  one  of 
those  deceptive  orders  which  very  frequently  pass 
the  city  government  because  the  expenditure  is  no- 
minal, when  actually  it  rneaus  one  of  perhaps  a  mil- 
lion dollars  before  it  is  completed.  It  would  be  far 
better  for  the  Street  Commissioners  to  state  exactly 
the  facts  as  to  what  their  intentions  are— that  this  is 
but  the  small  beginning  of  a  great  improvement; 
and  as  such  I  hope  the  Aldermen  will  vote  it 
■down.  Something  has  been  said  about  the  assess- 
ment of  bettermeuts.  Consult  the  department 
that  has  charge  of  the  collection  of  betterments; 
4*0  to  our  City  Solicitor's  office  and  ask  how 
many  suits  there  are  on  his  docket  contesting  assess- 
ment of  betterments.  We  all  know  that  one-half 
the  cost,  which  is  the  amount  that  can  be  assessed 
for  a  betterment,  is  never  collected.  I  believe  that 
not  one-quarter  of  the  betterments  assessed  by  the 
city  of  Boston  have  been  collected.  Gentlemen  on 
the  line  of  a  proposed  street  widening  will  come  be- 
fore the  city  government  and  say  they  are  willing  to 
pay  any  betterment  which  the  city  of  Boston  will 
exact.  But  it  is  like  everything  else.  After  the  im- 
provement is  made,  and  the  betterments  assessed, 
you  will  find  every  one  of  these  individuals  object- 
ing, and  perhaps  they  will  contest  and  decline  to  pay 
unless  by  an  order  of  the  court.  That  is  our  expe- 
rience so  tar  as  the  collection  of  betterments  is  con- 
cerned. It  would  be  just  as  well  for  the  city  to 
vote  about  .$100,000  to  these  gentlemen  whose 
property  will  be  improved  by  this  extension  and 
make  them  a  present  of  it.  for  that  is  what  it 
means.    It  is  voting  $100,000  to  improve  their  prop- 


erty, because  after  all  they  will  be  the  only  parties 
reallv  benefited  by  it.  The  extension  runs  into  a 
very  narrow  street  against  stone  walls,  and  there 
will  be  a  demand  to  continue  the  expensive  part  of 
it.  The  running  of  teams  up  against  these  stone 
walls  will  force  the  balance  of  the  imorovement 
upon  you,  and  petition  after  netition  will  come  in  to 
widen  it  down  to  Hawley  Ptreec.  There  art  three 
improvements  which  ought  to  be  undertaken  before 
w&commence  any  new  ones.  The  city  several  years 
ago  was  committed  to  the  widening  of  Portland 
street,  and  has  forced  buildings  back  upon  the  new 
line.  But  that  improvement  has  not  been  carried 
out,  because  for  some  years  tne  city  ha«  not  felt  rich 
enough  to  do  it.  This  year  it  is  talked  about,  and  if 
any  street  widening  is  done,  that  should  be  one  of 
the  first.  South  street  is  an  unfinished  scheme 
that  the  city  is  pledged  to  carry  out.  Build- 
ings have  been  set  back  and  the  new  line  fixed. 
Tne  unfinished  South-street  scheme  should  be  car- 
ried out  in  full  before  we  entertain  any  new  street 
widenings.  The  same  may  be  said  of  Kneeland 
street.  The  city  is  committed  to  these  three  pro- 
jects, and  thty  should  be  carried  out,  before  we  en- 
ter unon  any  new  scheme.  These  are  briefly  my 
objections  to  voting  $180,000  for  the  extension  of 
Harrison  avenue.  I  believe  the  money  will  go  into 
the  pockets  of  the  individuals  whose  property  abuts 
on  the  street.  It  will  be  putting  more  than  8100,000 
into  their  pockets  because  you  are  never  able  to 
collect  one  naif  the  betterment.  They  will  resist  it 
as  all  betterments  are  resisted,  and  will  never  pay 
until  a  jury  or  cou't  of  justice  decides  that  they 
must.  Three-quarters  of  this  money  will  be  spent  to 
improve  the  property  of  a  few  individuals  on  that 
street. 

Alderman  Slade — I  do  not  exactly  understand  how 
this  money  is  really  going  into  the  pockets  cf  the 
abutters.  It  will  increase  the  value  of  the  property 
and  the  owners  will  be  taxed  for  it.  It  takes  out 
considerable  property  and  tint  will  have  to  be  paid 
for.  A  gentleman  talking  with  me  the  other  day 
said  it  takes  all  his  property,  and  he  desired  to  know 
how  he  was  going  to  get  his  pay.  Ittakes  theschool- 
house  property  of  the  city,  which  will  be  sold  unless 
this  scheme  goes  through.  I  do  not  feel  much  afraid 
of  carrying  it  through  to  Hawley  street.  It  may  be 
done,  but  we  shall  be  very  much  older  than  we  are 
now.  I  believe  Bedford  street  is  wider,  and,  if  not, 
fully  as  wide  as  Chauncy  street,  My  impression  is 
that  this  will  be  a  great  relief  to  travel.  I  have  been 
in  favor  of  it  all  along,  and  cannot  see  why  I  should 
not  be  so,  after  what  has  been  said. 

Alderman  Hersey — At  the  hearing  upon  the  Old 
State  House  there  appeared  before  the  committee  a 

fentleman  who  argued  chat  because  the  widening  of 
)evonshire  street  was  not  carried  tbrougn  by  taking 
away  the  Old  State  House,  the  improvement  was  of 
no  practical  benefit  to  the  bank  of  which  he  is  presi- 
dent, and  that  if  he  had  known  the  building  was  to 
remain  they  would  have  resisted  the  payment  of 
betterments.  That  is  what  you  are  coming  to  now. 
These  parties  say  they  are  wilting  to  be  assessed  for 
betterments,  but  the  moment  you  spend  your  money 
they  will  say  that  the  street '  must  be  extended  to 
Hawley  street  in  order  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  im- 
provement, and  they  will  bring  you  statistics  to  show 
that  it  is  ni3re  crowded  than  before.  As  th  )  Alder- 
man says,  it  is  very  difficult  to  collect  betterments 
unless  you  make  a  contract  before  they  are  laid. 
Why  not  do  as  private  parties  do,  and  make  a 
contract  with  these  parties  toassess  betterments  upon 
their  estates?  Otherwi  e  I  think  you  will  realize  very 
little  from  the  betterments. 

Alderman  Frost— This  is  a  matter  which  I  have 
been  in  very  great  doubt  about.  It  is  no  new  scheme 
and  to  my  knowledge  has  been  talked  about  tor  the 
last  fifteen  years.  Since  the  matter  was  talked  about 
before,  large  buildings  have  been  erected  on  Frank- 
lin and  Summer  streets,  directly  in  the  line  nf  the 
proposed  extensi  on.  As  I  understand,  nobody  pro- 
poses to  carry  it  further  than  Bedford  street.  Every 
one  knows  that  Chauncy  street  is  very  much  block- 
aded with  hersecars  and  teams,  and  this  will  be  quite 
areiief  to  business  people  there.  I  do  not  believe 
it  will  be  a  great  relief  to  travel,  for  the  blockade 
at  the  corner  of  Bedford  and  Washington  streets 
will  be  as  great  as  at  other  places  now.  But  I 
believe  it  will  be  a  great  improvement  to  the 
valuation  of  Boston.  I  am  surprised  to  hear  that 
not  one  quarter  of  the  betterments  assessed  are  col- 
lected. I  have  no  doubt  betterments  are  claimed  by 
the  Street  Commissioner*  which  cannot  be  collected 
because  there  was  no  betterment.  Tbey  sometimes 
carry  their  assessments  too  far.  But  I  do  not  think 
it  is  possible  that  we  do  not  collect  a  quarter  of  the 
betterments  assessed.  Atter  studying  the  subject 
pretty  thoroughly,  I  think  this  is  an  improvement 
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that  will  finally  pay  the  city— not  immediately,  but 
in  the  increase  of  taxable  property.  I  have  made  no 
my  mind  to  go  for  it  for  that  rea;on. 

Alderman  Viles— I  am  surprised  to  bear  the  chair- 
man of  our  board  oppose  any  improvement.  I  bard- 
S"  know  of  any  improvement  that  he  has  opposed. 
e  states  that  a  quarter  of  the  bettenuents  are  not 
paid.  I  Know  that  a  large  part  of  them  are  paki.  I 
was  assessed  for  the  widening  of  Hanover  street,  and 
paid  it.  Sometimes  they  go  to  law,  as  people  do 
about  anything  else,  and  sometimes  they  get  an 
abatement.  This  opens  a  large  amount  of  property; 
brings  all  those  places  out  upon  the  street,  and  I 
think  there  is  no  improvement  from  which  such  a 
beneficial  result  will  be  derived.  The  committee 
were  unanimous  and  the  appropriation  was  made 
without  objection.  I  believe  it  is  one  of  the  best  im- 
provements Boston  has  made  for  many  years. 

Alderman  Tucker — I  do  not  think  the  widening  of 
Harrison  avenue  has  any  connection  with  Portland 
street  and  South  street.  This  extension  has  been 
considered  a  long  time.  It  was  one  of  tbe  first 
things  brought  to  my  attention  when  I  came  into  this 
board.  The  extension  beyond  Bedford  street  was 
considered  out  of  reason,  because  it  would  destroy 
so  many  estates,  and  would  perhaps  cost,  as  tbe  Al 
derman  his  stated,  a  million  dollars.  To  carry  it 
through  to  Bedford  street  will  be  a  great  relief. 
There  is  a  very  ugly  turn  to  make  now  at  Chauncy 
street.  Certain  avenues  to  Washington  street  will 
be  tapped,  and  there  will  be  a  great  relief  to  travel. 
People  coming  out  of  the  theatres  can  go  through 
Suffolk,  Hay  ward  and  other  places  to  Harrison  ave- 
nue,  and  it  will  be  a  great  relief.  I  did  not  suppose 
a  single  man  would  oppose  it,  much  less  the  Alder- 
man from  South  Boston,  which  has  been  so  greatly 
benefitted  by  the  Broa  J  way  extension.  1  hope  the 
order  will  pass. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  should  be  very  sorry  to 
throw  cold  water  upon  the  enthusiasm  of  property 
owners  in  the  vicinity  of  this  extension.  If  thty  de- 
sire to  improve  their  property,  I  think  the  city 
would  make  no  objection,  but  we  are  here  for  public 
interests,  and  not  for  the  benfit  of  private  inaividu- 
als,  ^ethey  property  owners  or  otherwise.  I  do  Dot 
think  any  person  can  show  a  public  necessity  for 
extending  Harrison  avenue  into  a  pocket  without  an 
outlet,  and  without  coming  into  a  thoroughfare. 
Comparing  it  with  Chauncy  street  is  entirely  out  of 
place,  beeause  that  is  a  business  thoroughfare  from 
one  end  to  the  other.  I  admit  this  extension  will 
have  a  certain  amount- of  business  by  the  houses 
that  will  be  established  there,  but  it  will  not  be  a  re- 
lief to  CbauDcy  street,  which  is  very  much  ob- 
structed by  the  business  houses  there,  as  well  as 
its  being  a  thoroughfare  from  the  north  to  the 
south  iide  of  the  city  for  teams  and  horse  rail- 
road. If  Chauncy  street  is  to  be  relieved,  it 
should  be  straightened.  There  are  three  street 
wideoings  before  us  which  are  public  necessi- 
ties and  which  the  public  demand.  We  should  look 
first  in  that  direction  for  tbe  benefit  of  the  public 
before  we  consult  the  inteiests  of  private  nroperty 
owners.  This  expecting  tbe  city  treasury  to  be  bene- 
fited by  increased  valuation,  is  looking  far  ahead. 
As  the  Alderman  has  said,  we  should  look  ahead  to 
see  where  this  is  going  to  end.  Geutlemen  will  un- 
derstand that  it  will  not  stop  with  a  street  ending 
nowhere.  Yon  will  find  that  pipes  will  be  laid,  and 
perhaps  members  from  different  sections  of  the  city 
will  be  elected  with  a  view  to  carry  out  a  certain  im- 
provement. It  is  certainly  a  grand  scheme  for  those 
interesteu  and  I  shall  vote  against  it. 

Alderman  dersev— The  gentleman  opposite  has 
seen  fit  to  allu'te  to  the  benefits  which  South  Boston 
has  received  from  the  Broadway  extension.  I  pre- 
sume that  whatever  has  been  done  for  South  Boston 
has  been  done  because  it  was  needed.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  base  my  action  upon  what  has  been  done 
for  South  Boston.  I  am  here  to  represen*,  as  far  as 
I  can,  the  whole  city  of  Boston.  If  tbe  gentleman 
watches  my  cour«e  be  will  see  that  I  do  not  press 
South  Boston  interests  against  those  of  the  city.  I 
oppose  this  because  it  is  not  a  public  necessity,  and 
not  required  for  tbe  public  good. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Will  the  chairman  state  what 
tbe  increased  value  of  property  will  be?  How  much 
is  the  property  to  be  increased  in  value?  What  idea 
can  the  committee  give  us  iu  regard  to  that  matter? 

Alderman  Viles — We  shall  open  up  property  that 
bas  no  outlet  at  all.  Five  different  lanes  and  courts 
will  open  into  this  new  street.  Perhaps  when  the 
Alderman  gets  bis  betterment  on  the  Union  Bank, 
of  which  ne  is  pre^dent,  be  may  find  out  what  the 
increased  valuation  J-.  I  see  that  the  bank  is  close 
b>  there,  but  I  know  the  generosity  of  tbe  Alderman 
would  not  allow  him  to  oppose  it  on  that  ground. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  do  not  me  why  the  gentle- 


man should  bring  tbe  Union  Bank  into  this  business- 
He  fails  to  answer  my  question.  Tbe  committee 
have  not  given  this  matter  due  consideration.  They 
make  assertions  that  property  will  be  largely  in- 
creased in  valut*.  But  when  you  ask  how  much  they 
cannot  give  you  any  reason  for  saying  so.  If  they 
could  show  that  the  increase  would  be  three  or  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars  it  would  be  just  the 
kind  of  an  argument  to  use  to  induce  these  men  to 
make  the  improvement  themselves,  and  not  ask 
the  ci*y  of  Boston  to  spend  $180,030  for  their 
benefit. 

Alderman  Frost — I  do  not  see  the  point  of  the 
Alderman's  argument  that  the  parties  interested 
should  make  this  improvement  themselves.  He 
knowB  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  any  such  thing. 
If  one  party  like  Wendell  Phillips  should  stand  out 
the  tbiDg  could  not  be  done  privately.  Such  im- 
provements can  only  be  made  by  the  public.  1  like 
to  hear  a  thing  stated  fairly,  and  do  not  believe  it  is 
a  lair  statement  that  the  parties  should  do  it  by  pri- 
vate enterprise.  In  regard  to  the  other  BChemes,  the 
Alderman  knows  that  the  committee  have  reported 
favorably,  and  that  we  are  waiting  for  some  other 
matters,  so  that  a  loan  may  be  provided  to  cover 
tbem  all.  But  tbey  have  nothing  to  do  with  this. 
Each  should  be  considered  on  its  merits,  and  outside 
matters  not  be  dragged  in 

Alderman  Tucker  —  Cbickering  and  Hayward 
places  will  be  opened  into  streets  by  this  improve- 
ment. I  would  refer  the  gentlem  an  to  Temple 
place;  people  were  afraid  their  property  was  going 
to  be  ruined.  That  is  a  fair  illustration  of  what  the 
openiDg  of  a  street  will  do  for  property.  Hayward 
Place  and  Chickering  place  will  be  changed  into 
streets.  There  is  plenty  of  evidence  that  real  estate 
will  be  enhanced  very  matf  rially  in  that  section. 

Alderman  Viles— I  am  surprised  that  the  chairman 
of  this  board  should  say  that  the  property  owners 
should  make  this  improvement.  He  knows  they 
cannot  do  it.  Tbe  city  is  one  of  the  principal  own- 
ers on  this  extension.  He  knows  this  is  tbe  only  way 
it  can  be  done. 

Alderman  O'Brien— It  can  be  done.  Whoever 
gave  those  hearings  could  have  said  to  the  parties, 
"Are  you  willing  to  pay  your  proportion  of  the  cost 
of  the  improvement  if  the  city  undertakes  it?"  It  is 
a  simple  thing.  You  could  have  made  them  pay 
three-fourths  of  the  cost, instead  of  trying  to  get  one- 
halt  of  it  by  the  betterment  a;t.  It  tbey  are  so  de- 
sirous of  having  it  done,  you  could  have  made  them 
pay  the  whole  of  it.  Wendell  Philiips  would  have 
offered  no  opposition  if  he  could  have  a  certain  time 
to  remain  there. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  want  to  vote  understandingly. 
The  Aldeiman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  voted  for 
the  extersion  of  Broadway,  one  of  the  heav- 
iest projects  ever  carried  through.  I  don't  know 
who  voied  for  it,  but  in  my  jndgment  it  was  al) 
wrong.  It  was  carried  through  the  most  expen- 
sive place  in  the  city,  and  the  land  in  the 
narrowest  part  of  Washington  street  with  a  rail- 
road track  in  the  centre.  When  that  vote  was 
passed  it  was  my  humble  opinion  £  gainst  the  pood 
judgment  of  the  board  who  passed  it.  But  that  has 
passed  and  gone.  Since  laying  this  upon  the  table, 
I  have  learned  that  plans  for  erecting  buildings 
nave  beeD  made  for  almost  every  lot  on  this  extension 
W  by  is  it  not  for  the  interests  of  the  city  to  lay  out 
this  street  and  assess  what  betterments  we  can,  if 
there  is  going  to  be  such  an  inci  ease  in  the  valuation 
of  the  property?  The  city  i=  a  very  large  owner  on 
the  sti<-et,  almost  one-fourth.  It  strikes  me  as  a  fea- 
sible matter,  and  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  it  will 
be  a  bad  operation  for  tbe  city,  I  don't  know  but  I 
shall  vote  for  it.  I  am  glad  to  hear  this  discussion. 
Too  many  orders  are  passed  without  discussion. 
Every  man  should  get  up  and  show  his  colors.  One 
word  more:  I  hope  no  gentleman  will  vote  against 
Mr.  Woolley's  amendment. 

Alderman  Viles— While  I  sympathize  with  Mr. 
Phillips,  I  don't  want  to  vitiate  the  assessment  of 
betterments.  We  caD  pass  the  order  as  it  U,  and  I 
think  an  arrangement  can  be  made  to  let  the  build- 
ing remain. 

Alderujan  Curtis— If  it  is  going  to  beany  detri- 
ment to  the  assessment  of  betterments,  I  hope  we 
shall  not  pass  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Hersey— Tbe  gentleman  has  alluded  to 
the  extension  of  Broadwav  as  a  parallel  case. 

Aluerman  Curtis — I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  did 
not  cail  it  a  parallel  case.    1  call  it  an  exaggeration. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  can  see  the  difference  be- 
tween making  an  outlet  for  00,000  people  by  a  scheme 
to  which  the  city  had  been  committed,  and  widening  a 
street  with  no  outlet,  the  only  benefit  of  which  is  to 
be  derived  by  the  abutters.  1  do  not  know  whether 
Broadway  was  extended   by   the  cheapest  route  or 
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selves.    It  looks  to  me  like  the  cheapest  route.    But  I 
do  not  think  it  should  he  brought  into  the  discussion. 

Alderman  Viles  read  the  sectiou  of  the  law  pro- 
viding for  the  assessment  of  betterments  within  two 
years  after  the  completion  of  any  improvement  of 
this  kind. 

Alderman  Breck  sugsested  that  the  subject  be 
laid  upon  the  tahle,  and  the  amendment  referred  to 
the  City  Solicitor  for  his  opinioo  in  writing. 

Alderman  Viles  objected  to  such  a  reference,  and 
Alderman  Slade  considered  the  amendment  unnec- 
essary, thinking  the  Street  Commissioners  would  not 
push  "the  street  through  in  that  time  unless  it  was 
absolutely  necessary. 

Alderman  Frost  also  objected  to  the  amendment. 


It  might  be  said  that  because  Mr.  Phillips  is  a  big 
man  the  Aldermen  were  afraid  to  meddle  with  his 
property. 

Alderman  Viles  stated  that  he  was  authorized  by 
Alderman  Woolley  to  withdraw  the  amendment,  and 
did  so. 

Aldermen  Viles  called  for  the  yeas  and  navs. 

The  resolve  and  order  were'  passed  inVoncur- 
rence  with  the  Common  Council  and  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners.    Teas  8,  navs  4. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Caldwell,  Curtis,  Frost,  Slade, 
Tucker,  Viles,  Whitten,  Woolley— 8. 

Navs— Aldermen  Breck,  Haldeman,  Hersey, 
O'Brien— 4. 

Alderman  Viles- moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Hersey. 


COMMON     COUNCIL,- 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JULY    7,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M.,  Andrew  J. 
Bailey,  president,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  PROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Report  ol  Committee  on  Public  Grounds,  that  no 
action  is  necessary  on  petition  of  G.  0.  Learn,  tor 
repair  of  sidewalks  around  Lewis  Park.  Accepted 
in  concurrence. 

Report  that  the  present  appliances  of  the  Alder- 
men's room  are  safficient  for  its  ventilation,  without 
further  expenditure.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  allow  the  City  Architect  leave  of  absence, 
beginning  August  1.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Resolutions  tendering  the  thanks  of  the  city— 

(1.)  To  G.  Washington  Warren,  for  the  Oration 
delivered  by  him  before  the  Municipal  Authorities, 
on  the  4th  of  July  inst. 

(2.)  Tothe  Union  Athletic  Club,  for  the  game  of 
Lacrosse  given  by  theiu  on  the  Common,  upon  the 
4th  July  inst. 

(3.)  To  Lansing  Millis,  Traffic  Agent,  for  securing 
free  transportation  to  and  from  Montreal  of  the  In- 
diar.  Lacrosse  players  who  took  part  in  the  game  on 
the  4th  of  July.    Severally  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  curtailing  or  enlarging  the 
building  limits.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

(Jrder  for  the  payment  of  $300  from  the  appropria- 
tion tor  the  4th  of  July  instant,  to  the  directors  of 
the  East  Boston  Ferries,  in  lieu  of  tolls  for  running 
their  boats  wi;hout  charge  on  that  day.  Passed  in 
concurrence  under  a  suspension  of  the  rale,  on  mo- 
ion  of  Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23. 

The  Old  Slate  Bouse. 

Non-concurrence  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  the 
vote  of  the  Common  Council  for  restoring  the  outer 
walls  of  the  Old  State  House,  leasing  the'  rooms  on 
the  first  floor  and  basement,  and  for  plans  for  main- 
taining the  rooms  ol  the  second  floor  as  Memorial 
Hilis,  and  the  adherence  of  said  board  to  tneir  vote 
of  June  20th,  ult. 

The  President —  What  action  will  the  Council 
take? 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  move  that  the  Coun- 
cil adhere  to  its  former  action.  I  will  state  briefly 
that  a  Committee  of  Conference  was  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Board  of  Alderman,  and  four  mem- 
bers from  each  branch  attended.  The  coruuiittee,1as 
a  body,  thought  that  the  Council  ought  to  adhere  to 
its  previous  vote,  and  the  four  Alderman  present 
made  a  report  to  that  board  in  favor  of  concurring 
w.th  the  Council.  The  fifth  Alderman, who  was  not 
present  at  the  committee  meeting,  joined  with  the 
other  members.  The  result  was  that  when  the  vote 
was  taken  upon  the  acceptance  of  the  report  of  the 
Conference  Committee,  it  stood  6  to  6.  Thi  hoard 
then  voted  to  adhere  to  their  former  action.  1  hope 
the  Council  will  adhere  to  its  former  action,  be- 
cause it  is  the  view  taken  by  the  entire  public;  and 
having  carried  one  half  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
with  us,  there  iB  every  reason  to  believe  that  they 
will  finally  concur.  I  move  that  the  Council  adhere 
to  its  former  action. 

The  Council  voted  to  adhere  to  its  former  action. 
Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

UJJFINISHI.D    BUSINESS. 

Order  tor  an  appropriation  of  $300  to  be  paid  to 
the  Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries  in  lieu  of  tolls 
for  the  Fourth  of  July.  Indefinitely  postponed,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10. 

PETITIONS    PRESENTED. 

A  petition  was  received  from  A,  W.  Tufts  for  leave 
to  erect  a  wooden  addition  to  building  on  Main  street 
No.  513,  Ward  4.  Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Mr.  fray, of  Wafd  5,  presented  th  ■  petition  of  A.  T. 
Nickerson,  representing  that  by  reason  uf  the  exten- 
sion of  the  wharf  ot  the  Fitcliburg  Railroad  he  has 
been  put  to  great  trouble  and  expense  in  moving  and 
rebuilding  his  place  of  business  on  Warren  bridge, 
and  if  he  is  compelled  to  give  up  bis  building  at  the 
end  of  the  year  it  will  be  at  great  loss,  and  asking  for 
a  lease  of  live  years.    Sent  up. 


REQUESTS  FROM  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Requests  were  received  from  the  School  Commit- 
tee as  follows: 

That  the  City  Council  take  measures  to  furnish  the 
gymnasium  of  the  Latin  and  English  High  school. 

That  the  City  Council  be  requested  to  provide  ad- 
ditional accommodations  for  the  East  Boston  High 
School. 

That  the  City  Council  be  requested  to  furnish  suit- 
able accommodations  for  the  Evening  High  School  in 
the  High  and  Latin  School  building. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Instruction. 

Mr.  Freeman,  of  Ward  10,  moved  to  suspend  the 
rule  so  that  he  might  call  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Parks.    Lost. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Ward  8,  moved  to  adjourn. 
Lost. 

PUBLIC  PARKS. 

Mr.  Pratt,  of  Ward  21,  called  up  the  special  assign- 
ment for  8  P.  M„  viz. : 

Report  and  order  for  a  loan  of  $1,500,003  to  be  ap- 
propriated for  land  for  park  purposes.  (City  Doc. 
No.  93.)  Also,  a  minority  report  ana  order  for  a  loan 
cf  $500,000  to  be  appropriated  for  similar  purposes, 
document  96.) 

Mr.  Pratt  moved  the  reference  of  the  matter  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  offered  the  following 
as  a  substitute  for  the  motion  to  refer: 

Ordered— That  the  subject  embraced  in  the  order 
appended  to  the  majority  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Parks  (Doc.  No.  93,  of  A.  D.,  1881),  be  re- 
ferred as  follows:  So  much  as  relates  to  a  Marine 
Park  at  City  Point,  and  so  much  as  relates  to  the 
Charles:  River  Embankment,  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Laying  Out  and  Widening  Streets;  so  much  as  re- 
lates to  the  Muddy  River  Improvement  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds;  so 
much  as  relates  to  the  Arnold  Arboretum  to  a  joint 
special  committee;  so  much  as  relates  to  the  West 
Roxbury  Park  to  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on 
Public  Parks,  with  instructions  to  furnish  a  plan  of 
the  land  to  be  taken,  and  details  of  probable  cost 
thereof,  specifying  the  portions  bonded;  and  so  much 
as  relates  to  the  proposed  parks  at  East  Boston  and 
Brighton  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Pratt— If  that  motion  is  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  >Vard  12  I  would  raise  the  point  that  it  is 
not  in  order.  I  ask  for  the  ruling  of  the  chair 
whether  it  is  in  order. 

The  President— The  chair  will  rule  that  it  is  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— May  I  ask  for  what  reason? 

The  President— Under  the  rule,  the  motion  to  com- 
mit takes  precedence  ot  the  motion  to  amend.  The 
sentiment  of  the  Council  has  been  shown  that  when 
a  motion  which  takes  precedence  ha»  been  put  by 
the  chair,  no  motion  of  that  kind  (to  amend  i  should 
be  entertained. 

Mr.  Whitmore — Do  1  understand  that  when  a  ref- 
erence is  moved  to  one  committee,  it  is  impossible  to 
move  a  reference  to  another  committee? 

The  Piesident  —  The  gentleman  has  raovea  to 
amend  bj  offering  an  order.  If  he  had  simply  moved 
the  reference  of  these  different  subjects  in  the  order, 
such  a  motion  would  have  been  in  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore  took  the  order  and  moved  verbally 
the  reference  of  the  different  subjects  as  therein  set 
forth. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  am  very  sorry  that  the  matter 
comes  in  this  way  to-night,  but  certainly  if  there  is 
to  be  any  division  of  the  subject,  now  is  the  proper 
time  to  consider  it.  I  have  looked  over  this  report 
of  the  majority,  and  it  is  perfectly  evident  that  we 
are  to  have  a  repetition  of  the  conflict  that  took  place 
last  year,  only  complicated  by  additional  factors. 
Last  year  we  had  a  systen  of  log-rolling  between 
two  parks,  and  by  that  term  I  desire  nt  t  to  be  under- 
stood to  mean  anything  offensive,  but  that  two 
schemes,  in  no  wise  connected  with  each  other,  were 
bound  up  in  one  bill.  This  year  we  have  six 
schemes,  entirely  different  in  theii  nature,  combined 
in  one  order.  In  regard  to  the  laying  out  of  the  ma- 
rine park  at  South  Boston  and  the  Charles  River 
Embankment,  I  think  there  can  be  no  question  what- 
ever that  they  belong  to,  and  should  be  treated  by, 
the  Committee  on  Streets.  Ton  may  call  the  marine 
park  an  cplanade  or  embankment,  or  whatever  you 
please,  but  it  is  not  iutended  to  be  anything  but  a 
street  widening.  It  is  to  be  a  street  along  the  shore 
with  places  for  boats,  and  was  nevej  intended  to  be 
a  park  in  any  sense  of  the  word.  It  is  not  a  place 
lor  trees  to  grow,  and  I  do  not  believe  anybody  ever 
expects  they  will  grow  theie.  It  is  a  matter  Which 
can  be  well  and  properly  treated  by  the  Committee  on 
Street?,  as  it  relates  to  the  building  of  walls  and  lay- 
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ing  out  of  streets.  I  venture  to  say  that  Mr.  Olmstead 
will  never  bo  called  upon  to  submit  a  plan  in  regard 
to  it.  So  in  regard  to  the  Charles  River  Embank- 
ment, where  it  is  proposed  to  put  all  the  stone  we 
take  out  of  the  reservoir  on  Beacon  Hill.  I  am  sat- 
isfied that  when  it  is  built  it  will  be  nothing  more 
than  a  little  square  such  as  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon aud  Squares  have  charge  of.  Ir  you  look  at 
the  maps  you  will  see  that  the  distance  from  Charles 
street  to  the  sea  wall  is  onlv  about  203  feet.  It  is  all 
nonsense  to  talk  about  that  being  a  park,  or  to  bring 
it  into  the  park  question.  In  regard  to  the  East  Bos- 
ton and  Brighton  matters, — nobody  has  asked  for 
them,  and  we  should  let  them  wait  until  they  are 
called  for.  Lastly,  I  think  the  Muddy  Brook 
arrangement  cau  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Square*.  All  these  mat- 
ters are  going  to  be  very  small.  The  Muddy  Brook 
scheme  is  a  narrow  strip  of  land— from  100  to  150 
feet,  I  think,  in  width— on  each  side  of  the  river,  to 
be  such  a  street  ornamented  with  trees  as  you  see  on 
Commonwealth  avenue  and  Chester  park.  It  seems 
to  me  to  be  a  desperate  and  necessary  attempt  of  the 
friends  of  the  West  Roxbury  Park  to  cast  tneir  net 
abroad  and  pull  all  these  schemes  into  the  loan.  You 
might  as  well  put  in  a  clause  for  a  schoolhouse  or  the 
Salary  bill  as  to  include  the  Muddy  River' arrange- 
ment in  a  public  park  order.  I  do  not  wish  to 
be  understood  as  expressing  any  opinion  about 
the  "West  Roxbury  Park.  All  I  want  is  that 
it  shall  come  from  a  committee  who  under- 
stand it,  as  I  believe  the  present  committee  dq,  and 
from  a  committee  who  have  jurisdiction.  I  say  it 
would  be  as  much  out  of  place  to  autnorize  a  loan  to 
cover  all  of  those  things  as  it  would  he  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  to  bring  in  an  ordinance  to  es- 
tablish these  very  parks.  I  tnink  it  is  right  and 
proper  at  this  time  to  divide  it  up. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11 — Has  the  report  been  ac- 
cepted? 

The  President; — The  report  has  not  been  accepted. 

Mr.  Wharton — Is  there  anything  to  be  referred? 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  the  reference 
of  the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  as  it 
now  stands  before  the  Council.  The  Council  can  re- 
fer it  without  accepting  the  report. 

Mr.  Wharton— Do  I  understand  that  it  will  refer 
both  reports  to  the  Committee  on  Finance? 

The  President— It  refers  the  whole  matter.  The 
only  matter  submitted  to  the  Council  was  the  report 
Of  the  majority,  and  a  motion  has  been  made  to  sub- 
stitute the  report  of  the  minority.  If  the  motion  to 
refer  to  the  Finance  Committee  prevails  it  cuts  off 
the  motion  to  amend  by  substituting  the  minority  re- 
port. Therefore,  the  only  thing  really  before  the 
Council  at  the  present  lime  is  the  report  of  the  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  propose  to  refer  the  report  and 
order,  just  as  we  do  the  Mayor's  address,  to  various 
committees  where  the  various  topics  can  be  consid- 
ered. I  have  only  to  say  lastly,  that  in  moving  to 
recommit  so  much  of  the  order  as  relates  to  the 
West  Roxbury  Pa^k  to  the  Committee  on  Parks,  I  do 
so  because  I  have  to-day  taken  the  pains  to  go  over 
the  subject  of  parks,  and  I  am  sure  "that  this  report 
dees  no  justice  whatever  to  the  real  claims  of  the 
West  Koxbury  Park,  because  the  chairman  and 
other  members  of  the  committee,  from  their 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  have  taken  it  for 
granted  that  the  members  of  the  Council  under- 
stand it.  The  document  contains  so  much 
less  than  the  reports  of  former  years,  that  I  do 
not  think  the  committee  do  themselves  justice 
in  submitting  -uch  a  meagre  report.  In  regard  to 
the  Arnold  Arboretum,  I  think  we  ought  to  have  a 
special  committee  to  tell  us  something  about  it.  For 
two  years  it  has  been  before  us,  and  yet  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  West  Roxbury  Park  takes  up  so  much 
time  and  energy  of  the  committee,  the  Common 
Council  have  had  nothing  in  regard  to  it.  If  a  spe- 
cial committee  should  take  up  this  matter  with  the 
energy  that  some  committes  do,  I  think  we  should 
come  to  a  vote  upon  it  at  once.  As  I  understand  it, 
the  purchase  of  the  Arnold  Arboretum  is  the  fairest 
and  best  way  to  get  at  the  West  Roxbury  Park. 
There  are  some  200  acres,  aud  if  we  take  them  we 
can  tell  in  two  years,  and  perhaps  in  one  sea- 
son, whether  the'  people  of  Boston  want  the 
West  Roxbury  Park,  if  one  season's  use  of 
the  Arnold  Arboretum  should  satisfy  me  that 
the  people  of  Boston  want  such  a  thing  as  the 
West  Roxbury  Park,  and  want  it  now,  my  main  ob- 
jection to  purchasing  it  would  be  done  away  with. 
Here  is  a  park  that  we  can  get  for  about  fifty  thous- 
and dollars  the  owners  are' pressing  it  upon  us.  Let 
us  take  it  and  try  the  experiment,  and  if  it  is  a  suc- 
cess, then  will  be  the  time  to  go  forward  for  a  larger 
scheme.    If  there  is  any  truth   in   the  statements 


made  in  regard  to  the  'We-t  Roxbury  Park  tenitory, 
there  is  every  probability  that  we  can  buy  it  next 
spring  as  cheap  as  we  can  now.  If  we  take  the 
Arnold  Arboretum  we  shall  soon  know  too  things: 
1st.  What  it  will  cost  to  run  a  park,  and,  2d,  how 
many  people  use  it.  The  Council  could  then 
make  up  its  mind  as  to  whether  the  West 
Roxbury  Park  ought  to  be  established.  I  hope 
therefore,  that  the  motion  to  refer  to  the  various 
committees  will  prevail.  If  you  send  it  to  the 
Finance  Committee  you  simply  adjourn  the  debate 
without  being  enlightened  on  the  subject,  and  sim- 
ply give  that  committee  the  task  of  drawing  an  order 
for  a  loan. 

The  President; — The  chair  desires  to  state,  that 
after  looking  at  the  order  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  more  closely,  he  is  of  Che  opinion  that  it  is 
a  proper  one.  The  chair  will  therefore  f  ntertain  the 
order  as  a  substitute  for  the  motion  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Pratt — I  again  ask  for  the  ruling  of  the  chair 
whetuer  it  is  in  order  to  amend  a  motion  to  commit 
to  a  joint  standing  committee  by  moving  to  commit 
to  a  joiut  special  committee,  which  does  not  have 
precedence  over  it;  and  second, whether  it  is  in  order 
to  amend  a  motion  to  commit  to  a  joint  standing 
committee  by  substituting  a  motion  to  indefinitely 
postpone? 

The  President — The  chair  is  of  the  opinion  that 
under  rule  46  (the  president  read  the  rule)  that  the 
widest  latitude  can  be  allowed  as  long  \s  the  object 
looked  to  is  kept  in  view.  The  object  looked  to  in 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  is  to  com- 
mit to  a  committee.  The  order  looks  to  exactly  the 
same  end,  only  it  divides  the  subjects  and  refers  them 
to  different  committees. 

Mr.  Pratt— Is  that  portion  which  looks  to  indefinite 
postponement  in  order? 

The  President— The  chair  would  rule  that  the 
whole  order  is  proper;  that  everything  embraced  in 
that  order  can  be  properly  put  in  an  order. 

Mr.  Pratt — I  do  not  wish  to  waste  time  upon  what 
is  merely  a  technical  matter,  or  to  enter  into  a  long 
debate  upon  this  question;  anal  promise  not  to  be 
forced   to  enter  upon  it.    But    I  am  sorry  that  the 

teutleman  from  Ward  12  is  suffering  from  a  severe 
t  of  indigestion.  He  does  not  understand  the  Park 
Committee's  report,  and  does  not  seem  to  under- 
stand or  recollect  the  proceedings  of  the  Council 
before.  He  puts  an  entirely  wrong  face  upon  it,  but 
is  to  be  pardoned-  because  he  tells  us  he  has  been 
reading  so  much  literature  that  it  is  fair  to  be  sup- 
posed that  he  has  not  had  time  to  digest  it.  Were 
the  Committee  on  Parks  taking  up  anything  beyond 
their  jurisdiction  when  they  didn't  touch  upon  a 
subject  that  had  not  been  referred  to  them  more 
than  once?  These  matters  have  been  refened  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Parks  over  and  over  again. 
Certain  members  of  that  committee  have  been  ou 
that  committee  longer  than  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  has  been  in  the  city  government.  They 
have  been  there  ever  since  1877,  and  these  matters 
have  been  referred  to  them  over  and  over  again. 
There  is  nothing  there,  except  the  Muddy  River  Im- 
provement, which  has  not  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Parks  more  than  once,  and  many  of  them 
several  times.  Why  have  they  been  repeatedly  re- 
ferred by  this  Council  to  the  Committee  on  Pnblic 
Parks,  if  that  was  not  the  proper  committee  to  con- 
sider them?  Why  have  that  committee  been  put, by  an 
order  of  this  Council,  to  the  trouble  of  looking  into 
ail  those  matters,  and  bringing  them  here,  with  the 
result  of  their  best  investigation  thereon,  unless  they 
were  proper  subjects  to  be  considered  by  that  com- 
mittee? After  that  committee  has  struggled  with 
them  year  after  year,  and  devoted  bait  or  so  much  of 
this  year  as  they  could  consistently  give  to  these 
subjects,  and  brought  in  their  repoit,  why  should 
they  be  met  with  the  intimation,  almost  upon  the 
presentation  of  their  report,  that  they  have  been  go- 
ing beyond  their  jurisdiction?  The  matters  em- 
braced in  this  report  are  part  of  a  general  park 
scheme  for  the  City  of  Boston.  The  West  Roxbury 
and  City  Point  parks,  the  park  for  East  Boston— the 
site  originally  selected  for  which  has  passed  beyond  the 
city's  grasp— the  Charles  River  Embauknientaud  the 
Brighton  Park  were  all  included  in  the  original  re- 
port of  the  Park  Commissioners,  made  in  1876,  I 
think,  and  have  been  referred  to  in  their  reports 
since.  The  Muddy  River  Improvement  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Parks  by  this  Council 
and  so  brought  within  its  jurisdiction.  It  is  necessa- 
rily a  part  of  the  park  system,  and  is  put  into  this 
report  in  place  of  the  original  recommendatiou  of 
the  Park  Commissioners  for  a  park-way  running  in  a 
different  direction;  so  that  it  may  be  said  that  it  is, 
in  the  nature  of  a  substitute,  a  part  of  the  orig- 
inal   plan   for    parks    for    the    city    of    Boston, 
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which  has  been  favored  by  the  citizens  repeat- 
edly by  vote  after  vote,  petition  after  peti- 
tion, and  address  after  address.  It  is  ail  non- 
sense to  talk  about  splitting  this  up  and  sending 
it  around  to  the  different  committees.  I  cannot 
appreciate  any  reason  that  the  gentleman  has  for 
wishing  to  cut  this  up  iota  slices,  unless  be  wishes 
to  delay  the  consideration  of  it  by  the  "Jouucil :  auu 
on  second  thought  I  think  he  would  not  consider  it 
reasonable  to  make  a  proposition  of  this  character. 
This  question  must  go  to  the  Finance  Committee  be- 
fore it  is  passed  upon  finally.  Alter  this  order  comes 
buck  from  that  committee  it  will  have  to  be  passed 
by  a  twc-thirds  v;te  of  the  City  Council,  tt  cannot 
slip  through  this  Council  unnoticed  and  undisturbed. 
Why  should  we  have  two  debates  on  the  merits  of  the 
question?  Why  have  a  long  debate  now,  aud 
another  one  when  it  comes  back  from  the  Fi- 
nance Committee?  Why  have  a  long  debate 
now,  when  the  Finance  Committee  may  report 
that  it  is  inexpedient  to  pass  the  order.  Tnere  are 
finaicial  questions  to  be*  considered  in  connection 
with  it.  What  ;s  our  borrowing  capacity?  How 
much  can  be  appropriated  for  this,  and  how  much 
will  be  left  for  other  improvements?  These  and  sev- 
eral points  like  them  are  likely  to  be  raised  here  in 
discussion.  Why  should  it  not  be  considered  in  its 
financial  aspects  before  we  enter  upon  the  discus- 
sion? If  they  discover  no  objection  to  it,  in  its  finan- 
cial aspects,  and  report  it  bajk,  then  we  can  discuss 
it  upon  its  merits;  and  if  they  report  that  there  are 
financial  oojectious  to  passing  the  order,  we  shall  be 
saved  a  long  debate.  In  all  candor,  I  think  the  mo- 
tion to  refer  to  the  Finance  Committee  is  calculated 
to  save  the  time  and  energy  of  tnis  Council,  and  in 
the  end  secure  the  best  consideration  ot  the  subject. 
I  hope  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  frum  Ward  12 
will  not  orevail. 

M> .  Lovell  of  Ward  1— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
12,  I  have  no  doubt  unintentionally,  hai made  a  little 
mistake  about  East  Boston.  That  -eetion  has 
asked,  although  humbly,  for  a  park.  Her  petition 
was  presented  and  referred  some  time  ago,  and  last 
vear  thev  said  they  would  report  by  and  by.  This  is 
the  sweet  by  and  by.  They  have  at  last  reported.  I 
claim  that  no  section  of  the  city  is  oo  much  in  actual 
want  of  a  park  as  East  Boston.  We  aie  isolated,  un- 
tortunatelv,  from  the  rest  of  the  city,  and  cannot 
part.ike  of  the  benefits  to  other  sections  from  the  es- 
taolishnient  of  parks.  We  have  no  place  for  our 
children  1 1  day.  They  go  into  the  streets,trom  which 
they  are  driven,  and  if  they  return  again  thev  are  ar- 
rested. We  have  no  large  breathing  places  there,  but 
nece-sity  is  the  mother  of  inveutlon,  and  I  think  we 
can  find  a  place  there  where  fifty  thousand  dollars 
can  be  well  expended.  I  want  to  correct  the  gentle- 
man by  saying  that  East  Boston  still  feels  that  it  will 
be  very  beneficial  to  herself  to  have  a  sinad  breath- 
ing place  laid  out,  and  that  we  actually  need  some 
such  spot  tbere. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  agree  entirely  with 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  in  regard  to  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Committee  on  Parks.  I  think  they 
have  not  gone  beyond  their  jurisdiction  in  any 
sense  whatever.  Thty  have  presented  a  scheme 
which  they  think  proper  for  the  City  Council  to 
adopt.  That  may  be  so.  But  tbere  are  many 
new  in  addition  to  the  old  propositions  in 
it.  Each  is  very  imoortant  and  should  be  con- 
sidered by  the  City  Government,  befo>e  it-  adoption, 
with  the  greatest  possible  care.  There  cannot 
uossibly  be  too  many  committees  to  which  each  one 
of  these  propositions  should  be  referred.  There- 
fore, I  say  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  i-  eminently  proper  aud  fitting.  We  should 
divide  these  propositions  of  the  Committee  on  Parks 
and  refer  'hem  to  committees  having  special  cogniz- 
ance of  the  subjects.  I  cannot  see  but  that  the  com- 
mittees proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
are  eminently  proper  for  them  to  be  referred  to.  1 
would  also  say  ooe  word  as  to  the  form  in  wlreb  this 
report  would  come  before  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
if  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  Is  to 
prevail.  As  has  been  well  stated,  the  report  of 
the  minority  would  be  entirely  cut  off  and  the 
Finance  Committee  would  not  have  the  bene- 
fit of  that  report.  The  only  paper  that  would 
come  before  the  Finance  Committee  would  be  the 
report  of  the  majority,  and  it  would  come  as  the  ex 
pressed  opinion  of  the  City  Council  as  to  what  scheme 
thKv  desired  to  adopt. 

Mr.  Pratt— It  »a;  uot  my  intention  to  preveut  the 
Council  from  sending  the  minority  report  to  the 
Finance  Committee.  I  have  just  had  a  word  with 
the  gentlemau  from  Ward  10,  who  offered  the  uiinor- 
<■■  report,  saving  thar  I  was  ready  to  amend  my  mo- 
tion. Thi-  mav  save  the  gentleman  the  necessity  of 
going  into  that  branch  of  the  question. 


Mr.  Wharton— Under  those  circumstances  the  ar- 
gument I  was  abjut  to  make,  about  the  majority  re- 
port alone  going  to  the  Finance  Committee,  would 
not  apply.  But  I  say  the  Committee  on  Finance  is 
not  the  committee  to  examine  such  questions  as 
these.  We  should  have  the  report  of  a  committee 
prepared  to  investigate  carefully  inti  each  individ- 
ual subject;  the  reports  should  be  submitted  to  this 
Couucil  separately,  and  each  question  should  be  sent 
separately  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  Iu  matters 
of  such  importance  as  these  each  should  be  consid- 
ered separately,  and,  therefore,  I  hope  that  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10 — I  do  not  favor  the  suo- 
stiiute  offered  by  the  gentlemau  from  Ward  12.  I 
have  frequently  stated  that  I  thought  measures 
should  be  debated  before  being  sent  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance,  but  it  doesn't  work  well  in  practice. 
I  have  offered  a  minority  report,  and  if  the  two  re- 
ports can  go  to  the  Fiuance  Committee,  after  they 
rep  ort  we  can  debate  the  matter  on  its  merits.  I 
think  the  Committee  on  Finance  is  the  proper  com- 
mittee to  consider  this  subject,  and  no  not  believe  in 
scattering  all  these  matters  among  different  commit- 
tees. 

Mr.  Hart  of  ft"ard  IS— I  desire  to  say  one  wold  ou 
this  park  question.  I  have  done  so  before  iu  this 
room,  and  will  again.  When  this  question  came  be- 
fore the  Park  Committee  this  year,  it  was  whether 
we  should  recommend  one  single  item  for  a  park,  or 
carry  out  the  scheme  for  parks  for  thecity  of  Boston. 
I  took  that  matter  into  consideration  ana  talked  with 
many  1  irge  taxpayers,  in  the  interest  of  the  whole 
city  and  not  in  the  interest  of  any  locality.  Tbey 
said  to  me,  bring  iu  a  scheme  which  the  whole  of 
Boston  can  adopt,  and  we  are  with  you.  This  scheme 
was  brought  iu  in  that  interest.  We  decided  that  we 
shouldn't  'etany  local  reason  prevent  us  from  voting 
lor  this  or  that,  simplv  because  we  want  a  West 
Roxbury  Park,  or  the  Charles  River  Embankment, 
and  unless  we  could  have  those  we  wouldn't  have 
anything.  We  said  we  would  bring  in  a  comprehen- 
sive scheme;  we  will  lay  it  before  the  Council,  and  if 
in  their  judgment  it  U  the  right  thing  to  do,  well  and 

food.  The  idea  I  wish  to  convey  to  the  Council  is 
etter  expressed  m  the  words  of  the  committee : 

"This  plan,  if  carried  out,  will  put  at  rest  the  agi- 
tation for  public  parks;  will  be  a  consistent  and  eco- 
nomical scheme  for  the  interests  of  the  city;  and,  by 
treating  the  park  system  in  a  broad  and  liberal  man- 
ner, avoid  the  clash  of  conflicting  interests  which  is 
incident  to  any  attempt  to  treat  the  subject  by  sec- 
tions. It  will  exhaust  about  one-half  of  our  capacity 
for  borrowing  during  the  year,  but  it  will  leave  suf- 
ficient margin  for  providing  for  other  Drojecied  pub- 
lic improvements;  and  it  will  be,  in  the  judgment  of 
jour  committee,  a  profitable  investment  for  the  city." 

That  tells  the  story  better  than  any  words  I  can 
use.  Individual^,  I  do  not  not  care  whether  this 
passes  or  not.  I  am  at  work  entirely  for  the  interest 
of  the  city  of  Boston — for  no  section,  or  locality. 
The  section  I  represent  will  not  be  benefited  in  any 
way,  shape  or  manner  by  this.  It  is  for  you  to  say 
whether  you  will  have  it  or  not.  I  hope'  it  wnl  not 
be  referred  to  the  different  committees,  any  more 
than  we  would  refer  Mr.  Wnituinre's  order  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— Whatever  is  done  with 
the  amendmeot,  I  hope  this  matter  will  not  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  It  has  beeo 
considered  the  lule  here  that  the  merits  of  a  ques- 
tion should  be  discussed  before  the  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  re- 
member that  the  suggestion  has  even  beeu  made  that 
when  a  matter  has  been  referred  to  tbe  Finance 
Committee  and  they  have  reported,  discussion  upon 
tbe  merits  shiuld  cease.  From  my  experience  here 
for  four  years,  the  merits  have  been  discussed  oe- 
fore  the  reference  to  the  Finance  Committee.  In  de- 
ciding upon  whether  thpv  will  adopt  the  suggestion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 1  hope  the  Council 
wlil  consider  tbe  further  matter  of  reference  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  decide  upon  the 
impropriety  of  making  that  reference  to-night. 
I  am  very  much  surprised  at  the  suggestion  from 
my  esteemed  friend  from  Warn  is.  We  all 
know  what  r>osi  ion  he  took  a  year  ago.  Now 
sir,  one  word  in  relation  to  the  subject  he  has 
opened.  It  is  stateu  that  we  have  a  limit  of  two 
millions  of  dollars  for  borrowing  money.  The  prop- 
po-ition  of  the  committee  is  to  wipe  out  the  limit  of 
our  indebtedness  almost  wholly,  leaving  only  a  mar- 
gin of  five  huudreo  thousand  dollars.  Are  we  ready 
to  wipe  out  that  limit?  It  is  stated  by  the  commit- 
tee that  we  will  have  a  limit  of  $3,000,000  at  the 
end  ot  the  year.  Now,  sir,  are  we  ready  as  business 
men  to  wipe  out  so  much  of  even  that  limit?  If  we 
were  managers  of  a  private  corporation— in   which 
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case  we  should  feel  more  personal  responsibility — 
would  we  do  so?  My  idea  would  be  that  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  should  be 
adopted,  or  that  the  whole  matter  be  assigned  until 
after  the  vacation.  If  the  Council  desire  to  adopt 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 1 
am  ready  to  vote  for  it.  That  would  certainly  give 
vis  an  opportunity  to  consider  each  one  separately, 
and  I  believe  that  when  the  matter  comes  up  for 
final  consideration,  the  subjects  should  be  divided. 
As  I  have  said,  I  hope  that  gentlemen,  in  deciding 
this  matter,  will  consider  the  impropriety  of  now 
sending  it  tD  the  Committee  on  Fi.jaoce. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— I  wish  to  amend  that  por- 
tion of  the  gentleman's  order  in  regard  to  the  East 
Boston  nark  by  substituting  "referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Publi-.;  Grounds"  for  'indefi- 
nitely postponed." 

Mr.  Wbitmore — I  accept  the  amendment.  I  wish 
to  make  one  answer  to  the  suggestions  why  this  mat- 
ter shculd  go  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  at  the 
present  time.  I  think  the  common  sense  of  the 
Council  will  bear  me  out  in  fueling  that  it  is  prudent 
and  wise  to  divide  the  matters,  and  have  them  con- 
sidered separately  and  not  all  in  a  lump.  If  we  refer 
it  to  the  Finance  Committee  the  result  will  be  that 
one  loan  will  be  ordered  to  cover  all  these  subjects. 
That  is  the  strategical  advantage  that  the  gentleman 
gets  by  offering  it  in  this  way.  I  do  not  intend  to  an- 
swer any  of  his  remarks,  only  to  saj  that  he  is  fighting 
his  battle  the  best  he  can,  and  will  get  every  advan- 
tage he  can.  I  think  gentlemen  will  agree  with  me 
that  now  is  the  time  to  consider  whether  this  order 
should  go  to  the  committee  in  this  shape.  We 
should  give  the  Finance  Committe  as  little  of  the 
merits  ol  this  subject  to  consider  as  possible.  If  you 
refer  it  to  them  in  this  shape,  you  will  have  an  order 
come  bick  for  a  certain  amount,  for  a  certain  pur- 
pose. Another  reason  for  dividing  it  up,  and  having 
one  part  come  in  separately  is,  that  I  am  told  that 
the  Committee  on  Streets  will  soon  ask  f<ir  a  loan  for 
street  purposes.  There  is  the  place  to  put  m  this 
loan  for  so-called  parks  which  are  really  streets.  In- 
asmuch as  two  of  the  members  of  the  Committee 
on  Parks  are  also  on  the  Finance  Committee,  I  take 
it  for  law  and  go6pei  that  the  Finance  Committee 
will  find  that  the  "City  of  Boston  can  borrow  a 
million  and  a  half  of  dollars  without  exceeding 
the  limit.  But  there  is  one  thing  I  must  say, 
and  I  should  not  have  done  so  hart  not  the 
gentleman  referred  to  the  financial  question.  It 
is  brought  forward  on  the  second  page  of  the  ma- 
jority report  that  the  rate  of  assessment  will  be.re- 
duced  from  $15.20  last  year  to  something  less  than 
$14.20  on  $1000  this  Tear.  On  the  face  ot  it  that 
would  look  as  if  the  city  of  Boston  were  actually 
gaining  in  the  rate  of  taxation.  I  wish  to  read  the 
list  of  the  rates  ot  taxation  for  the  last  six  years.  In 
1874  it  was  $15.50,  just  about  the  same  as  last  vear. 
In  1875  it  dropped  to  $13.70,  in  1876  to  $12.70,  in  1877 
it  was  $13.10,  in  1878  $12.80,  1879  $12.50.  In  other 
words,  in  1875-6-7-8  and  '9,  the  rate  varied  from 
$13.70,  which  was  the  highest,  to  $12.50,  which  was  . 
the  lowest.  Now  because  we  jumped  upthree  dollars 
en  $1000,  and  got  up  to  $15.40,  and  are  to  come 
down  one  dollar  on  a  thousand  this  vear,  the  gen- 
tleman seems  to  think  that  it  is  time  to  throw  up  our 
hats  and  say  the  financial  question  is  settled.  But, 
sir,  that  is  not  enough  to  satisfy  anybody  and  make 
them  throw  up  their  hats  now,  for  we  shall  be  in  a 
worse  position  than  we  have  been  in  since  1874,  ex- 
cept in  1880.  We  are  still  almost  at  the  length  of 
our  teth»r,  and  are  paying  almost  the  highest  rate  we 
have  paid,  and  I  am  sure  it  is  not  a  time  to  hurrah 
and  say  we  are  out  of  our  difficulties.  I  take  the 
word  of  the  committee  that  we  have  a  margin  of 
three  millions  on  our  borrowing  power;  but  the  rate 
of  taxation  is  still  too  high,  a"d  must  come  down 
hefore  we  can  feel  that  we  are  in  a  good  position 
financially.  But  to  come  back  to  the  noint  from 
which  I  originally  started.  We  mast  divide  this 
matter,  if  we  w  sh  to  discuss  it  fairly  and  stop 
logrolling.  It  is  for  that  reason  I  object  to 
sending  it  to  the  Finance  Committee  for  them 
to  report  one  loan  tor  all  these  sehemes. 
It  will  be  too  late  to  stop  it  then.  I  must  say  one 
woi  rt  in  regard  to  the  action  of  last  year  There 
were  repeated  debates.  They  were  brought  on  by 
the  gallant  obstinacy  with  which  the  gentleman 
fought.  The  matter  dragged  along,  and  dragged 
along,  until  it  finally  died;  but  the  first  vote  killed 
it.  So  that  if  we  take  a  vote  to-night  and  show  that 
only  38  members  favor  these  schemes,  I  say  that  all 
debate  is  useless.  A  bare  majority  may  con- 
tinue the  debate  all  the  season;  but  if  they 
fail  at  tbe  start,  they  will  see  that  it  is 
hopeless.  It  is  for  that  reason  I  have  made 
the    motion    to    divide.    We     can     then    have    a 


running  debate  all  the  year,  and  each  case  will 
stand  upon  its  merits,  i  hone  the  gentleman  will 
muster  all  the  friends  of  the  West  Roxbury  Park  he 
can.  I  have  never  said  it  was  an  immoral  scheme, 
or  that  I  would  never  vote  for  it.  But  I  cannot  vote 
for  it  now,  because  it  is  tied  up  with  other  matters. 
I  want  to  be  free  to  vote  for  each  of  these  projects. 

Mr.  Pratt — I  only  ask  time  to  reply  to  tne  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12.  In  the  2rst  place,  this  is  a  mere 
matter  of  saving  debate.  It  is  a  mere  question 
whether  we  shall  debate  it  twice.  I  know  of  only 
one  animal  which  likes  to  eat  its  food  twice.  I  see 
no  reason  for  having  two  debates  upon  it.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  objects  to  its  going  to  tjje  Fi- 
nance Committe.  We  all  know  that  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee is  composed  of  chairmen  of  other  committees. 
There  is  net  another  committee  in  thi«  Council 
which  has  so  many  chairmen  upon  it.  No  better 
committee  could  be  selected  as  a  special  committee 
to  send  these  matters  to  than  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee. Financial  questio  s  are  raised  in  both  the  ma- 
jority andminoiity  reports.  Certainly  they  may  well 
be  considered  and  reported  upon  before  we  begin  to 
debate  the  whole  question  upon  its  merits.  In  an- 
swer to  the  suggestion  of  another  gentleman,  I  have 
often  seen  matters  referred  to  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee before  discussion  upon  the  merits.  It  is  not  an 
invariable  rule  by  any  means  to  deflate  a  question 
upon  its  merits  before  sending  it  to  the  Finance 
Committee.  It  is  sometimes  done  one  way  and 
sometimes  tbe  other.  If  the  gentleman  will  re- 
fresh his  memory  a  little  he  will  recall  a  good 
many  instances  of  that  kind.  In  regard  to 
what  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  says  about  log- 
rolling, whether  he  tried  so  artfully  to  explain  away 
the  meaning  of  odium  in  that  word  or  not,  all  I  hare 
to  say  is  that  I  am  not  endeavoring  to  help  the  com- 
mittee logroll  anything.  I  say,  just  as  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  18  said,  that  it  appears  to  the  Committf  e 
on  Parks  to  be  the  time  n  w  to  take  up  the  park 
matter  and  do  something.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  seems  to  take  it  for  granted  that  1  have 
only  in  mind  the  West  Roxbury  Park,  and  that  1  am 
sustaining  other  matters  because  I  am  in  favor  of  tne 
West  Roxbury  Park.  I  will  say  that  so  long  as  I  am 
a  member  of  the  City  Government  I  do  no  not  pro- 
pose to  vote  for  any  measure  separated  from  tha 
West  Roxbury  Park,  or  for  any  plan  thit  leaves  out  a 
large  park  for  the  city  of  Boston.  I  do  not  propose 
to  help  the  city  of  Boston  publish  the  play  of  "Ham- 
let" with  Hamlet  left  out.  I  do  not  propose  to  vote 
for  a  svstem  ot  parks  without  a  park  in  it.  But  I 
don't  want  to  be  led  into  a  debate  to-nignt,  upon  a 
motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  Why 
do  they  want  to  fritter  it  away  to  all  of  these  com- 
mittees? Why  do  they  want  to  wait  until  the  fall, 
when  all  these  committees  are  going  on  their  vaca- 
tion? Why,  Mr.  President,  simply  to  defer  the  time 
for  taking  a  vote.  If  it  is  necessary  to  defer  taking 
the  vote  until  tbe  fall,  what  easier  ana  more  pleasant 
way  than  to  refer  it  to  theFinanceCommittee?  They 
kept  the  park  question  all  summer  last  year,  and  they 
may  do  so  this  year.  I  hope  this  matter  will  not  be  di- 
vided up  into  slices,  and  that  we  shall  not  fritter 
away  our  time  by  a  debate  upon  the  merits  now,  but 
send  it  to  the  Finance  Committee  and  let  them  re- 
port. Then  will  be  the  time  to  divide  the  matter 
and  take  it  up  a  nart  at  a  time  and  discuss  it.  It 
may  be  that  the  Finance  Committee  will  favor  the 
minority  report,  and  then  will  be  the  time  to  divide 
it.  Notwithstanding  the  suggestion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12,  don't  let  us  be  afraid. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  21  seems  extremely  anxious  to  avoid  debate. 
If  he  had  agreed  to  the  pioposition  of  tbe  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  and  allowed  the  various  subjects  to 
be  referred  to  the  several  committees,  as  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  he  would  have 
avoided  all  debate.  When  tao=e  matters  come  back 
from  the  several  committees  we  can  d'scuss  each 
separate  and  apart  from  the  others  on  its  merits,  and 
refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  tj  provide 
the  means,  if  we  adopt  the  scheme.  I  hope  the  or- 
der offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  pre- 
vail for  another  reason,  which  I  did  not  give  when  I 
was  up  before.  We  see  by  the  report  of  the  majori- 
ty that  certain  sums  are  estimated  as  sufficient  to 
carry  out  the  schemes  therein  proposed.  I  do  not 
know  whether  those  sums  will  be  sufficient  to  carry 
out  those  schemes  completely  or  not.  I  have  heard 
it  said  in  regard  to  one  of  the  parks  that  the  amount 
proposed  tor  it  was  ridiculously  small,  that  it  was 
just  sufficient  to  embark  the  city  upon  the  scheme, 
and  when  once  embarked  it  would  have  to  spend 
many  times  the  amount. 

Mi .  Lauten  of  Ward  14 — I  would  like  to  inquire 
which  park  the  gentleman  refers  to? 

Mr.  Wharton— 1  beg  to  be  allowed  to  decline  to 
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answer  the  question.  I  make  no  statement  abont  any 
particular  park.  1  have  that  information  about 
one  park,  and  bare  information  about  other  parks 
that  the  sums  named  will  not  be  sufficient.  I  appeal 
to  the  sense  of  this  Council  to  say  whether  or 
not  we  should  have  the  opinion  of  a  committee 
able  to  look  into  each  particular  matter,  and 
to  inform  us  as  to  what  each  particular  scheme 
will  cost.  To-night  we  have  no  such  statement. 
None  of  us  know  how  much  these  schemes  will 
cost.  The  Committee  on  Parks  do  not  say  tbey 
know.  They  think  the  estimates  are  fair,  but  they 
do  not  know.  I  say  that  is  an  additional  reason  why 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
should  prevail,  so  that  we  may  find  out  how  much 
money  is  necessary  to  completely  cany  out  each 
scheme. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— I  would  like  to  know 
how  the  gentleman  knows  that  the  Committee  on 
Parks  do  not  know  anything  about  this  matter? 

.Mr.  Wharton— 1  beg  to  state  that  if  the  geutleman 
understood  my  language  as  he  says,  it  most  have 
been  much  9troneer  tnan  I  intended  it  to  be.  I 
understand  the  Committee  on  Parks  themselves  to 
say  that  they  aid  not  mow  accarately  the  amounts 
necessary  to  completely  carry  out  each  scheme. 

Mr.  Freeman— I  do  riot  know  that  trie  committee 
on  Parks  have  said  anything  about  it  to-night.  There 
is  no  reason  why  their  report  shouM  be  referred  to 
these  other  committees.  I  caDnot  see  any  reason  why 
it  should  not  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance now.  I  do  notwish  to  debate  the  question  be- 
fore it  goes  there.  I  am  in  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee and  do  not  .believe  in  any  of  these  park  pro- 
jects. It  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  has  gained 
auy  points  by  having  it  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, or  by  having  all  the  schemes  carried  to- 
gether, I  am  perfectly  willing  that  he  should  have 
the  advantage  of  them.  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  seems  to  think  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
21  should  not  have  that  advantage,  but  I  am  willing 
that  he  suouid.  I  am  willing  to  let  both  reports  go 
to  the  Finance  Committee,  and  if  they  report  back 
both,  then  I  am  willing  to  discuss  them  on  their  mer- 
its. I  do  not  believe  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21 
has  gainfd  anything  by  this  form  of  reDort.  I  desire 
to  see  the  subject  referred  to  the  Finance  Committeo 
without  being  divided  up. 

Mr.  Hart^-I  want  to  call  attention  to  the  form  in 
which  these  orders  are  drawn : 

"Lands  to  the  amount  of  $800,000.  in  assessed  valu- 
ation." 

We  give  the  Park  Commissioners  authority  to  buy 
so  much  land  at  the  assessed  valuation.  We  are 
not  obliged  to  take  three  hundred,  or  any  number  of 
acres,  but  so  mach  as  they  can  get  for  that  money. 

Mr.  Gove,  of  Ward  1 — As  the  committee  have 
been  some  six  months  or  more  on  this  matter,  l 
would  like  to  inquire  from  them  where  the  park  is 
to  be  located  in  East  Boston?  This  is  the  first  time 
that  I  have  heard  of  a  request  this  year  for  a  park 
lor  Bast  Boston.  As  they  propose  to  spend  fifty 
thousand  dollars  there,  I  would  like  to  know  where 
the  park  is  to  be,  and  think  over  it  while  the  subject 
is  in  the  hands  of  some  committee. 

Mr.  Hart— If  I  may  be  allowed  to  answer  that 
question,  the  Park  Commissioners  will  buy  the  hand- 
somest Htty  acres  they  can  get  for  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars. If  the  gentleman  has  any  land  and  will  send 
in  a  proDOSition,  they  will  consider  it. 

.Mr.  Parkmao  of  Ward  9— It  seems  to  me  the 
Council  will  be  acting  very  discourteously  toward 
the  Committee  on  Parks  bv  adopting  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  I  nave  had  the  honor 
of  serving  two  years  en  the  Committee  on  Parks,  and 
I  know  that,  with  the  members  who  are  on  the  com- 
mittee now,  we  gave  all  matters  careful  considera- 
tion. I  have  no  doubt  that  such  ha«  been  the  case 
with  the  present  committee.  Many  of  these  subjects 
have  been  before  them  for  years  and  years,  and  a9 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  said,  they  are  familiar 
to  almost  every  member  of  the  Council.  Such  being 
the  state  of  facts,  it  is. to  say  the  lea-t,  a  very  unusual 
motion,  after  subjects  have  been  so  carefully  con- 
sidered as  these  have  been  by  the  Committee  on 
Parks,  to  aitemo'  at  this  late  day  to  take  the  matter 
entirely  out  of  thpir  hands  and  refer  it  to  a 
new  set  ol  committees  who  will  have  tn  begin 
>-o.  If  ihe  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
thought  the  1'ark  Committee  wer.'  not  the 
proper  committee  to  take  charge  of  t li - s e  improve- 
ment-, «'hy  did  he  not  make  those  various  motions 
wlif-u  the  petitions  and  orders  in  relation  to  parks 
c.ime  in  heie?  That  was  the  time  to  have  done  it. 
But  it  seems  to  me,  now  that  our  Committee  on 
Parks,  in  whom  we  arc  supposed  to  have  a  certain 
amount  of  confidence,  have  considered  the  matter, 
it  would  not  lie  right  to  take  it  out  of  their  hands.     I 


do  mean  to  intimate  by  anything  I  have  said, 
which  side  of  the  question  I  am  going  to  take;  but  I 
agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  that  the 
matter  should  go  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11 — There  are  two  parts 
of  the  majority  report  that  I  do  not.  see  how  we  can 
agree  to.  The  first  is,  they  seem  to  slate  that  we 
have  a  borrowing  capacity  of  between  two  and  three 
millions,  and  therefore  it  is  a  good  thing  for  us  to 
increase  our  indebtedness  to  our  borrowing  capacity. 
I  do  >-ot  see  that  it  follows,  because  we  have  a  little 
margin  to  soare,  that  we  should  run  up  to  that  mar- 
gin,unless  it  be  necessary  for  the  interest  of  the  city. 
The  next  feature  of  the  order  seems  to  bean  attempt 
to  please  everybody.  Lauds  are  proposed  to  be 
taken  in  almost  all  directions,  so  that  every- 
body will  feel  that  they  have  a  slice  of  the 
pile.  I  think  the  motion'  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  is  certainly  a  very  good  one.  be- 
cause it  will  give  us  a  chance  to  consider  these 
various  schemes  on  their  own  irrdividual  merits.  If 
any  of  those  park  schemes  are  reported  back  from 
those  committees,  and  seem  so  desirable,  notwith- 
standing any  local  preference  we  may  have,  that  it  is 
for  the  benefit  of  the  city  that  the  order  should  be 
passed,  I  do  not  think  anybody  would  have  any  objec- 
tion to  passing  it,  whether  "it  should  be  one  park 
order  or  another.  If  those  committees  should  come 
in  here  with  a  report  that  it  is  desirable  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  city  to  begin  to  carry  out  this  scheme.  I 
think  that  would  be  a  inore  desirable  way  to  begin  it 
than  to  pick  out  this  in  one  hunch  here. 

Mr.  Means  of  Ward  20— The  eentleman  from  Ward 
18  seems  to  have  announced  the  policy  of  the  com- 
mittee to  be  the  parcelling  out  of  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars to  East  Boston,  and  allowing  the  commissioners 
to  speculate  in  parks.  I  wish  to  ask  why  the  dis- 
tricts in  Dorchester  and  Roxbury  in  Ward  20  happen 
to  he  left  out,  and  why  the  rest  of  us  cannot  have  a 
little. 

Mr.  Wharton— The  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  is  very  sentimental.  None  of  us  mean 
to  cast  reproach  upon  the  Committee  on  Parks,  by 
referring  these  subjects  to  other  committees.  We 
had  this  matter  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Parks 
for  the  purpose  of  produc-ne  a  scheme  for 
parks.  They  have  done  it  extremely  well,  and 
comprehensively  ;  they  have  covered  all  parts 
of  the  city  so  as  to  satisfy  every  member  from 
each  of  those  sections.  They  have  performed  their 
work— and  I  say  it  in  earnest — they  have  performed  it 
extremely  well.  But  their  labors  are  finished.  They 
have  labored  for  six  months,  and  labored  assiduously. 
I  wish  to  assert  once  more  that  I  intended  nc  discour- 
tesy whatever  to  the  Committee  on  Parks.  On  the 
contrary,  I  was  expressing  what  was  the  ooinion  of 
that  committee,  as  they  led  me  to  understand  it  from 
their  repor'.  They  said  tbey  proposed  these  sums  for 
taking  the  lands.  I  appeal  to  every  gentleman  here, 
whether  taking  the  land  is  making  a  park.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  question  answers  itself.  I  was  lea  to 
suppose  that  each  of  these  items  would  create  a 
beautiful  park  in  the  neighborhood  specified.  The 
land  is  to  be  taken  first,  and  the  sum  named  here  In 
each  case  is  simply  the  amount  necessarv  to  take  the 
land. 

Mr.  Pratt — I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  if  he 
does  not  think  the  Committee  on  Finance  is  a  com- 
petent committee  to  refer  this  matter  to? 

Mr.  Wharton— I  think  the  Committee  on  Finance 
is  an  eminently  fitting  committee  to  refer  this  ques- 
tion to.  If  they  undertook  to  go  into  this  question, 
they  would  present  a  proper  report  to  this  bodv.  But 
the  Committee  on  Finance  is  n:>t  appointed  tor  such 
a  duty  as  this.  Each  member  of  that  committee 
knows  that  their  labors  are  onerous,  and  to  put  the 
whole  scheme  of  parks  for  the  city  of  Boston  upon 
the  Committee  on  Finance  to  consider  upon  its 
merits,  to  go  into  each  individual  district,  and  to  9ee 
what  should  be  granted  here  and  what  there,  is  entire- 
ly outs'de  of  their  duty.  The  committee  was  appoint- 
ed to  look  after  the  finances  of  the  city,  to  see,  woen 
the  city  desired  to  raise  money,  that  it  was  proDerly 
raised,  a-d  how  it  should  be  raised.  But  to  re- 
fer this  matter  in  its  entirety  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  seems  to  be  entirely  without  precedent. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  merely  want  to  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  whether  he  considers 
the  Committee  on  Common  a  proper  committee  to 
refer  the  Muddy  River  Improvement  to? 

Mr.  AY  barton— It  the  gentleman  is  serious  and  de- 
sires an  answer  to  that  question,  I  must  sav  I  'hink 
it  is  a  proper  committee.  1  consider  the  Committee 
on  Commtn  one  of  eminent  ability,  and  that  this 
is  just  such  a  question   as  it.  would  like  to  deal  with. 

Mr.  Freeman— The  gentleman  from  Ward  11  talks 
about  all  of  these  parks.  If  they  are  separate  parks, 
why  not  ititect  the  committee  to  report  separate  or- 
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ders.  1  think  the  committee  are  perfectly  competent  to 
consider  them.  They  have  been  considering  this 
thing  for  years,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  has 
said.  Why  is  not  that  the  proper  committee  to  con- 
sider this  matter,  iustead  of  sending  it  to  ne  "  com- 
mittees who  will  have  to  look  upina  short  time  wuat 
the  Committee  on  Parks  have  well  considered.  I 
should  not  object  to  recommitting  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Parks  to  report  separate  orders,  but  I  do  ob- 
ject to  referring  it  to  different  committees.  I  do  not 
think  the  Committee  on  Streets  is  anv  more  an  ap- 
propriate committee  to  refer  this  matter  to,  than  is 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  or  Charlestown 
Bridge. 

Mr,  Rosnosky  of  Ward  1G — In  the  absence  o?  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  25, 1  am  obliged  to  call  for  the 
previous  question. 

In  answer  to  a  question  the  President  said  ttie  pre- 
vious question  would  cut  off  both  references,  and 
Mr.  Rosnosky  withdrew  the  call,  and  moved  tha".  the 
debate  close  in  ten  minutes,  which  the  President 
ruled  out  of  order 

Mr.  Wbitmore— The  last  point  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10,  about  dividing  these  matters, 
is  oue  which  is  not  covered  by  the  order  to  refer.  It 
is  in  relation  to  the  order  for  the  loan  of  a  million 
and  a  half  dollars.  I  should  think  it  would  be  appa- 
rent to  him  that  the  Finance  Committee  would  never 
come  in  here  and  recommend  a  loan  of  $50,000,  they 
would  not  come  in  and  report  separate  loans  tor  sep- 
arate items.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  10  asks  why 
I  did  not  object  to  the  reference  when  these  docu- 
ments first  came  in.  If  you  will  look  at  the  first  page 
of  the  report,  document  93— 

"The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Public  Parks, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  several  orders,  petitions 
and  other  documents  relating  to  the  establishment 
of  parks  in  the  city  of  Boston." 

Nobody  knew  there  was  such  a  drag-net  thrown 
out.  Nobody  knew  they  were  coming  in  with  such  a 
report.  Lastly  I  desire  to  say  a  word  in  regard  to 
one  subject  about  which  I  know  something.  They 
have  put  in  $300,000  for  the  Charles  River  Embank- 
ment. The  Charles  River  Embankment  means  the 
building  of  a  sea  wall.  It  cannot  be  a  park.  You 
have  got  to  build  a  sea  wall. 

Mr.  Prati;—  Will  the  gentleman  yield  the  floor  that 
I  may  correct  a  mistake? 

Mr.  Whituiore — I  beg  to  decline.  I  have  waited  a 
good  while  to  get  the  floor,  and  might  forget  what  I 
nave  to  say.  I  have  obtained  from  the  auditor's  de- 
partment the  valuation  of  the  land  included  in  the 
Charles-River  Embankment.  I  will  call  it  new  infor- 
mation because  the  committee  have  not  produced  it. 
It  is  the  same  as  stated  in  1879,  $351,000,  of  which 
$80,000  is  covered  by  city  land.  This  valuation  is 
made  up  at  $1  a  foot,  because  the  land  is  wharf 
property.  But  you  could  not  get  the  wharf-owners 
to  sell  it  for  a  dollar  a  foot.  I  was  assured  by  one  of 
the  Park  Commissioners,  anl  he  showed  me  the  fig- 
ures a  month  and  a  half  ago,  that  it  would  be  more 
likely  to  cose  $400,000.  Tne  gentleman  says  this 
$300,000  is  as  far  as  they  can  go.  I  say  you  cannot 
take  but  a  small  part  of  the  land  required 
for  the  embankmsut  with  that  money.  I  say 
this  general  plan  of  swappiua  off  with  sec- 
tions caunot  be  carried  out,  and  that  is  why 
I  wish  it  divided  and  sent  to  different  com- 
mittees who  can  look  into  it.  The  Charles  River 
Embankment  is  a  matter  of  sea  walls.  It  is  for  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  settle  unon  the 
kind  of  wall  to  go  there.  I  say  that  in  making  this 
order  for  $300,000  for  that  purpose  they  have  not 
given  proper  consideration  to  tne  subject.  1  have 
put  into  the  order  that  certain  things  shall  go  back 
to  the  Committee  on  Parks  for  them  to  give  us  the 
details.  In  past  years  we  have  had  detailed  state- 
ments showing  plans  of  the  laud,  how  much  eacn 
persou  owned,  and  what  the  bonds  were.  The  last 
ou3  set  the  cost  at  $600,000,  and  the  bonds  were  for 
over  a  million.  It  is  absurd  for  the  Council  to  take 
up  this  whole  idea  that  the  Park  Commissioner's  may 
spend  $600,000  in  West  Roxbury  and  get  us  a  few 
acres  perhaps,  for  it  wi'l  only  commit  us  to  a  further 
scheme,  as  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11. 
I  desire  to  send  "it  to  various  committees,  be- 
cause th«y  can  do  the  subject  ample  justice.  Being 
on  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  and  having 
had  occasion  to  be  interested  in  the  Charles  River 
Embankment,  I  say  the  sum  proposed  for  that  is  per- 
fectly ridiculous.  The  geutieman  from  Ward  11 
does  not  wish  to  give  the  authority  for  things  he  has 
heard.  I  will  be  responsible  for  the  statement  that 
$300,000  is  not  enough  to  enable  the  commissioners 
to  go  to  work  on  that  embankment  with  advantage. 
The  Committees  on  Streets  and  Public  Buildings  are 
the  proper  oues  to  consider  it.  The  sum  named  is 
entirely  inadequate  to  do  it.    If  they  take  the  land 


and  spend  the  money  it  will  be  the  worst  thing  the 
city  can  do. 

Mr.  Pratt— Only  a  word  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  who  still  seems  to  have  not  digested 
the  report,  and  knows  nothing  about  this  matter. 
He  may  know  something  about  the  reservoir  on  the 
hill,  but  I  am  ready  to  be  responsible  for  the  state- 
ment that  those  figures  are  lame  enough,  anil  that 
the  Committee  on  Parks  understand  the  sjoject.  I 
have  the  figures  here  on  all  the  lands.  I  say 
that  sum  is  large  enough  to  take  sufficient  lands  for 
the  Charles  River  Embankment,  iu  accordance  with 
the  spirit  of  the  statute,  which,  by  the  way,  made  it 
a  part  of  the  park  system  by  referring  it  to'the  Park 
Commissioners,  and  not  a  (.art  of  the  street  system, 
as  it  would  have  been  by  referring  it  to  the  Street 
Commissioners.  Because  a  part  of  this  stone  is  to 
he  moved  down  there,  why  does  he  not  move  to  refer 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings?  It  would 
be  just  as  sensible  to  refer  it  to  them  as  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets.  I  merely  wish  to  point  out  that 
the  aentleman  is  arguing  entirely  on  a  mistake. 

Mr.  Wharton— Do  I  understand  the  gentlemau  to 
state  that  the  aopropriation  for  the  Charles  River 
Embankment  includes  the  filling  up? 

Mr.  Pratt— It  has  nothing  to  do  with  filling  up  any- 
where. We  made  a  report  on  taking  the  lands.  If 
we  are  to  have  park.-,  the  first  thing  to  be  done  is  to 
take  the  land.  We  cannot  begin  to  fill  up  or  adorn 
until  we  have  the  land.  The  committee  have  con- 
fined themselves  in  their  estimates  to  the  assessed 
valuation  of  the  land",  and  in  the  matter  of  limits  to 
the  figures  named.  The  committee  know  something 
about  the  land  on  Charles  River;  that  about  half  of 
it  has  been  offered  to  the  Park  Commissioners  tor  its 
assessed  valuation.  I  have  no  doubt  the  Park  Com- 
missioners can  purchase  a  large  part  of  the  land  at 
the  assessed  valuation  without  resorting  to  taking  it 
under  the  act.  But  that  is  a  part  of  the  main  ques- 
tion, which  I  am  sorry  to  say  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12,  with  his  usual  acuteness,  has  kept  out.  The 
question  should  be  debated  to-night  solely  upon  the 
matter  of  reference. 

Mr.  Williams— Would  it  be  in  order  to  move  to 
recommit  the  majority  report  with  instructions  to 
report  separate  orders  for  each  park? 

The  President— It  would. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  raise  the  poino  of  order  that  the 
motion  to  commit  which  is  now  pending  takes  pre- 
cedence of  the  motion  to  recommit. 

The  Presidenr — Thegentleman  is  correct. 

Mr.  Pratt — I  do  not  see  why  the  recommitment  is 
necessary.  The  order  can  be  divided  when  it  comes 
upon  its  passage,  each  paragraph  can  be  acted  upon 
by  a  separate  vote  and  nave  the  same  ell'ect,  and  then 
the  sum  named  in  the  first  order  can  be  amended  to 
such  sum  as  may  be  passed 

Mr.  Williams—  The  difficulty  is  it  is  much  harder 
to  divide  it  when  it  comes  up  for  discussion  on  its 
merits  than  it  is  to  act  upon  it  in  separate  orders,  and 
that  is  why  I  want  the  division  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barry,  of  Ward  16,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  to  substitute  the 
order  for  the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance  was  adopted.    Yeas  37,  nays  22: 

Yeas— Barry,  Beal,  Boyle,  Briiuhecom,  Brown, 
Chilf>,  H.  Clapp,  Conliu.  Connell,  Cronin,  Daly, 
C.  F.  Doherti,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eiidy,  Emery, 
Fitzpatrick,  Fold,  Folan,  Gove,  Huntress,  Lovell, 
P.  J.  McLaughlin,  McNainara,  Means,  N.M.Mor- 
rison, P.  Morrison,  Mullen,  Murphy,  Pope,  Qunjley, 
Swan,  Teevan,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Whitmore,  Wil- 
liams—37. 

Nays— Bartlett,  Bowker,  Costello,  Farwell,  Fisk, 
Freeman,  Oreenough.Hart,  Hilton,  Lauten,  Maguire, 
Mathews,  Parkmau.  Pratt,  Pray,  Rogers,  Rosnosky, 
Smith,  Viles,  Wakefield.  Walsh,  Welch— 22. 

The  question  then  came  upon  giving  the  order  of 
Mr.  'Wbitincre  a  secoud  reading. 

Mi.  Pray,  of  Ward  5,  moved  that  further  consider- 
ation of  the  >ubject  be  specially  assigned  to  the 
second  meeting  in  September 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  sincerely  hope  that  will  not  pre- 
vail. The  Council  have  shown  that  they  want  this 
matter  considered  by  separate  committees.  The 
committees  may  not  report  until  September. 

Mr.  Pray— There  are  other  matters  to  come  before 
the  Couucil  as  important  as  this,  such  as  the  widen- 
ing of  Portland  and  South  streets,  the  new  Charles- 
town  bridge  and  the  new  Court  House.  I  think  that 
all  these  matters  should  be  brought  before  the  Coun- 
cil and  considered  together,  so  that  we  may  decide 
intelligently  upon  each.  I  trust  that  it  will  be  as- 
signed to  the  second  mectimi  in  Sep'ember. 

Mr.  Wheeler — I  agree  fully  with  the  suggestion  of 
the  gentleman  on  my  left  for  the  reasous  which  he 
has  stated.    I  will  add  further,  that  during  the  h  ot 
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weather  many  members  desire  to  be  away.  Commit- 
tee meetings  will  not  be  fully  attended  during  tbe 
summer,  and  in  case  tbe  reference  sbould  be  made, 
I  do  not  tbinK  tbe  subject  could  be  properly  consid- 
ered. There  will  be  ample  time  in  September  for 
U8  to  make  the  i  eferenees  to  the  several  committees, 
according  to  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12. 

Mr.  FolaD,  of  Ward  13,  moved  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone the  motion  to  assign.    Ruled  out  of  order. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost  by  a  rising  vote — 21 
for,  31  again,  t. 

The  question  then  came  upon  giving  the  order  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18—1  move  that  that  order  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Wbitniore— I  have  only  this  to  say,  that  the 
rulii.g  of  tbe  chair  obliged  me  to  put  my  motion  in 
that  form.  Tbe  Council  have  twice  decided  that  they 
desire  this  matter  referred  to  the  various  committees. 
Although  this  is  technically  an  order,  it  ought  not  to 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  This  mat- 
ter ought  to  be  considered  bv  the  various  commit- 
tees, and  after  two  votes  decidedly  iu  favor  of  such 
action,  the  gentleman  moves  to  refer  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.  A  fair  and  square  way  would  be 
to  move  to  lay  upon  the  table.  It  is  not  an 
order  that  ought  to  be  sent  to  any  committee 
as  it  stands  now.  It  is  simply  a  substitute  for  a  mo- 
tion to  refer.  If  the  gentleman  insists  upon  the  mo- 
tion I  hope  the  Council  will  stand  by  its  last  two 
votes  aad  let  us  come  to  final  action  upon  the  refer- 
ence of  tuis  matter  to  the  various  committee-. 

Mr.  Hart — I  think  it  is  eminently  proper  that  this 
should  be  sent  to  the  Cou.inittee  on  Finance.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  5  states  that  other  important 
matters,  requiring  large  amounts  of  money,  are  soon 
to  come  before  the  Council.  This  matter  ought  to 
go  to  the  Finance  Committee  and  be  considered  with 
them.  Let  the  committee  see  how  much  money  can 
be  spent  for  the  different  objects,  so  that  we  may  act 
understatidingly.  I  hope  the  time  will  soon  come 
when  we  shall  have  a  Board  of  Public  Works,  who 
will  report  their  estimates  during  the  first  part  of  the 
year,  and  they  be  given  to  committees  tor  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23—1  desire  to  state  in  a  few 
words  my  position  on  the  park  question.  I  am  ia 
favor  of  a  park  for  the  city  of  Boston.  The  West 
Roxbury  park  was  properly  referred  to  that  good 
Committee  on  Parks,  and  it  is  the  ouly  scheme  for  a 
real  park  for  the  city.  In  the  form  in  which  this  is 
brought  in,  I  think  it  would  foiever  kill  the  scheme 
for  a  park  for  the  city.  The  park  for  the  city  is 
borne  down  by  too  many  side  shows.  I  think  the 
other  reference  was  valid  and  good,  that  thereby 
the  citizens  may  get  a  park. 

Mr.  Lauten — I  am  glad  the  gentleman  has  announ- 
ced his  idea  of  having  one  park.  If  side  shows  are 
not  allowed,  I  don't  think  the  members  from  South 
Boston  will  vote  for  the  West  Roxbury  Park.  I  don't 
think  the  Committee  on  Streets  want  anymorework. 
With  Portland  and  South  streets  on  our  bands,  I 
don't  tbink  we  shall  want  any  more.  I  agree  with 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  18,  that  the  proper  refer- 
ence is  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  moved  the  previous  questioD. 

Mr.  Pratt  asked  if  the  previous  question  would  cut 
off  the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  the  president  said  it  would. 

Mr.  Pratt — Then  I  hope  the  main  question  wili  not 
be  ordered.  Tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  18  has  made 
a  proper  motion,  and  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Streets  has  stp.ted  that  thev  don't  want  it.  The 
Committee  on  Parks  do  not  want  to  go  over  this  mat- 
ter again.  We  are  prepared  to  give  you  all  the  mat- 
ter in  debate  that  it  is  possible  to  obtain  in  the  re- 
ports. The  matters  are  mostly  in  the  city  documents 
which  you  will  find  on  your  desk,  or  among  the  files 
of  last  year.  Tt  seems  to  be  useless  to  impose  this 
additional  labor  upon  the  committees. 

Mr.  Wharton — I  suppose  there  is  no  u-e  of  saying 
anything  to  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  exactly 
the  -aiue  question  is  Involved  here  as  was  involved 
in  the  other  vote.  I  hope  tbe  motion  to  refer  to  the 
Finance  Committee  will  not   prevail. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  23  for,  22  against. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time,  and  put  upon 
its  passage. 

.Mr.  Parkmau — In  the  absence  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  25  I  would  suggest  that  tbe  amendment 
in  regard  to  the  Brighton  Park  should  not  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Tbe  President — That  portion  of  the  order  piovid' 
ing  for  tbe  indefinite  postponement  of  the  East  Bos- 
ton and  Brighton  parks  baa  been  amended  so  that 
those  subjects  are  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Common  and  Public  Grounds. 


Mr.  Fitzpatrick — I  would  like  to  amend  so  that  so 
much  as  relates  to  the  Charles  River  Embankment  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 

Mr.  Freeman — I  think  the  laugh  that  went  roind 
the  Council  at  the  announcement  that  the  Brighton 
Park  had  been  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Com- 
mon and  Squares  9hows  the  folly  of  that  order.  I 
think  the  Council  realize  it  bow.  I  move  that  the 
order  be  indefinitely  nostnoned. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  lost. 

Mr.  Pratt — I  move  an  amendment  that  the  clause 
giving  instructions  to  the  Committee  on  Paiks  be 
stricken  out.  No  part  of  the  land  is  bonded,  and  it 
would  be  useless  to  make  that  inquiry.  The 
plans  of  the  land  have  been  well  made  and  are 
here  in  various  forms  in  connection  with  the  reports 
of  the  Park  Commissioners,  and  all  the  informa- 
tion that  those  instructions  would  imply  has  already 
been  given.  I  stand  here  in  considerable  meekness, 
as  a  member  of  the  committee,  to  ask  that  something 
of  this  kind  be  done.  It  is  proposed  to  take  the  re- 
port a  committee  have  made,  slice  it  up  and  send  it 
to  other  committees. 

Mr.  Means— Is  an  amendment  in  order  after  the 
previous  question  has  been  ordered? 

Tbe  President— This  is  upon  another  stage  en- 
tirely. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Means  the  main  question  was  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  Pratt's  motion  to  strike  out  the  instructions  to 
the  Park  Committee  was  lost. 

Mr.  Fitzpatiick's  motion  to  substitute  Committee 
on  Public  Grounds  for  the  Committee  on  Streets, 
was  lost,  4  for,  34  against. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Whituiore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

■  The  President  appointed  as  a  special  committee  on 
the  Arnold  Arboretum,  Messrs.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10, 
Whitmoro  of  Ward  12,  and  Fisk  of  Ward  2U. 

Sent  up. 

THE  BUILDING    LIMITS. 

Mr.  Rogers,  of  Ward  22,  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment for  8.30  P.  V.,  viz.: 

An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation  to 
the  regulation  and  inspection  of  buildings,  City 
Doc.  91. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ward  21,  moved  to  adjourn.  Lost, 
27  for;  33  against. 

Tbe  question  came  up  on  giving  tbe  ordinance  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Costello,  of  Ward  22,  moved  to  amend  so  that 
the  limits  shall  be  "north  of  Ward  street  and  west  of 
Bumstead  lane  to  Longwood  avenue"  instead  of  that 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Costello  of  Ward  22— Mr.  Ptesident,  I  tried 
to  get  the  floor  to  say  something  on  this  matter  and 
to  offer  an  amendment  when  the  Committee  on  the 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings  reported,  but 
the  matter  bad  passed  so  hurriedly  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  that  I  did  not  have  a  chance.  Now, 
this  order,  if  passed,  will  be  a  very  great  inconven- 
ience to  those  who  contemplate  the  erection  of  re- 
spectable frame  buildings  south  of  the  present  limit, 
which  is  Ruggjes  street.  I  suppose  that  this  order 
is  intended  to  protect  tbe  residents  of  the  Back  Bay. 
Now,  anybody  can  see  that  those  people  are  drifting 
westward  toward  Longwood.  They  will  not  go  in  a 
southerly  direction  for  many  years  to  come,  on  ac- 
count of  the  manufacturing  establishments  located 
there.  If  this  proposed  limit  is  established,  you  will 
check  the  growth  and  weaith  of  a  very  large  section 
of  tbe  city  south  of  Rugg'.es  street,  which  is  cer- 
tainly very  unwise  and  undesirable.  The  real  object 
of  this  orderis  to  check  the  erection  of  frame  build- 
ings that  have  been  going  up  for  the  past  three  or 
four  months  at  the  junction  of  Beacon  street  and 
Brookline  avenue.  Now,  the  line  that  is  drawn  to 
Temedy  this  so-called  evil  is  fully  a  mile  from  the 
building-;  there  is  no  occasion  for  drawing  this  line 
so  far;  It  is  uncalled  for,  and  the  peopie  of  Ward  22 
p.-otest  earnestly  against  it.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
unoccupied  land  within  the  limits  of  this  i  coposed 
line,  and  you  must  hear  in  mind  that  we  have  but 
ju»t  emerged  from  a  severe  panic.  Some  may  be 
able  to  erect  frame  buildings  at  present,  but  stone 
or  brick  structures  are  entirely  out  of  tb-ir  reach. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  10  who  presented  this  or- 
der admits  that  his  object  was  to  protect  the  resi- 
dents of  the  Back  Bay.  Now,  that  protection  can 
be  secured  without  abridging  or  sacrificing  the  rights 
and  privileges  that  belong  to  those  people.  This  pro- 
tection I  propose  to  guarantee  by  an  amendment 
that  I  will  offer.  This  amendment,  if  passed,  will 
afford  them  ample  protection,  and  at  the  same  time 
ailow  tbe  usual  progress  to   be   made  southeast  of 
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the  Back  Bay  district.  On  the  line  of  the  limit  that 
I  propose  is  Sewall  Day's  cordage  works,  Ward's  old 
factory,  Cook's  brewery,  the  Continental  brewery, 
Fulsom's  oil-cloth  factory,  and  one  of  the  largest  cur-' 
rying  establishments  in  Boston.  These  are  the  estab- 
lishments that  cause  the  residents  of  the  Back  Bay 
to  drift  in  another  direction.  They  don't  want  to  go 
that  way,  therefore  this  proposed  limit  is  of  no  use 
to  them,  but  if  passed  v  ill  be  a  very  great  hardship 
to  those  who  live  there.  Because,  you  must  bear  in 
mind  that  a  scarcity  of  buildings  means  high  rents, 
and  especially  in  a  manufacturing  district  such  as 
this  is.  If  this  amendment  is  rejected,  then  you  will 
leave  barren  a  very  large  section  of  the  ward,  which 
would  be  very  unjust  to  those  who  live  there.  This 
is  a  part  of  the  line  that  I  suggested  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10  who  proposed  this  measure,  and 
I  am  pleased  to  find  that  the  committee  have  adopted 
my  proposition  as  far  as  they  have. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  ordinance  and 
the  amendment  were  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ward  21,  called  up 
the  special  assignment  for  9  o'clock,  viz.: 

Order  to  withhold  all  permits  for  the  erection  of 
wooden  buildings  in  Yard  22,  north  of  Francis  and 
Tremont  streets. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  the  order  was  indefinitely 
postponed. 

STORAGE  BASIN  NO.  4. 

Mr.  Loveil,  of  Ward  1,  called  up  the  assignment 
for  8  o'clock  P.  M.,  viz.: 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  re- 
ports on  the  construction  of  Storage  Basin  No.  4,  on 
Sudbury  River,  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $854,000. 

Mr.  Rosnosky,  of  Ward  16.  said  that  this  matter 
would  have  to  be  considered  by  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee and  again  come  up  for  action  in  the  Council . 
He  therefore  withdrew  his  objection  to  the  reference. 

The  Council  concurred  in  the  reference  to  the  Fi- 
nance Committee. 

NUISANCE   IN  DORCHESTER. 

Mr.  Means,  of  Ward  20,  presented  a  petition  from 
C.  J.  McCormick  and  others  that  a  nuisance  from 
accumulation  of  mud,  filth  and  sewage  in  the  terri- 
tory bounded  by  Norfolk  avenue,  Franklin  court, 
Clapp  street  and  East  Chester  park  be  abated.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Health. 

In  connection  with  the  above  petition,  Mr.  Means 
offered  an  order— That  the  Board  of  Health  be  di- 
rected to  abate  the  nuisance  existing  in  the  territory 
bounded  by  Norfolk  avenue,  Franklin  court,  Clapp 
street  and  East  Chester  Park,  in  the  Dorchester  Dis- 
trict, tne  same  being  detrimental  to  the  public  health 
m  that  section  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Wild,  of  Ward  17,  moved  to  refer  the  order  to 
the  Committee  on  Health. 

Mr.  Means— I  hope  it  will  not  De  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Health,  although  I  am  a  member  of 
that  committee.  It  will  be  some  time  before  we  have 
a  meeting.  It  is  warm  weather,  the  nuisance  is  ob- 
noxious, and  the  people  desire  to  have  it  remedied  at 
once. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Health. 

SALARIES  OF  FERRY  EMPLOYEES. 

Among  the  papers  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
was  the  non-concurrence  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
in  the  acceptance  by  the  Common  Council  of  the 
minority  report  oi  the  Committee  on  East  Boston 
Ferries,  in  favor  of  paying  the  employees  of  that 
department  at  rates  paid  prior  to  the  reduction  in 
1877;  and  the  acceptance  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
in  lieu  thereof,  of  the  majority  report. 


The  subject  was  passed  over  as  among  debat- 
ablematters  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Whitmore  Bof 
Ward  12.     .  , 

Subsequently  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1 
the  subject  was  specially  assigned  for  consideration 
at  a  quarter  before  9  o'clock  this  evening 

Near  the  close  of  the  session  the  subject  was  again 
called  up  by  Mr.  Gove. 

Mr.  Gove— 1  hope  the  Council  will  non-concur  and 
adhere  to  their  former  action.  I  should  not  say  any- 
thing on  the  matter  had  it  not  been  for  a  few  remarks 
made  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  It  was  said  that 
this  was  brought  in  by  outside  parties.  I  introduced 
that  order  after  talking  with  employees  in  the  ferry 
department,  not  at  the  request  of  anybody  outside 
of  the  department;  but  after  I  learned  that  the  di- 
rectors had  substantially  considered  this  matter  last 
year,  and  done  nothing  in  reference  to  it,  although 
the  men  were  entitled  to  a  restoration  of  their 
pay  to  what  it  was  in  1877.  It  was  stated  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  last  Tuesday  that  it  would  re- 
quire an  additional  appropriation  of  $15,000  to  make 
this  increase.  They  are  in  error.  It  will  take 
less  than  $7000,  and  there  is  money  enough  in  the 
bands  of  the  directors,  according  to  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  last  three  or  four  years,  to  meet  this 
additional  expense.  It  seems  to  me  they  will  not 
have  to  ask  for  an  additional  appropriation.  I  hope 
we  shall  adhere. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18—1  hope  we  shall  concur 
with  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  If  we  have  a  Board  of 
Directors  for  East  Boston  Ferries  who  do  not  know 
how  to  manage  their  business,  I  think  we  had  better 
elect  a  new  board.  I  believe  that  of  every  board  we 
have.  This  Council  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
employees  of  the  Ferries  in  any  way,  shape,  or  man- 
ner. If  the  directors  cannot  get  their  laborers  for 
a  certain  price  they  will  pay  more— just  what  is  re- 
quired by  the  market.  I  think  it  is  time  for  us  to 
sit  down  on  all  of  these  orders. 

Mr.  Gove— It  may  be  so  in  some  cases,  and  in  some 
it  may  not  be  so.  The  argument  has  been  raised 
that  there  are  five  hundred  applications  in  the  hands 
of  the  directors  for  positions  in  that  department. 
That  is  so  all  through  the  city  departments  and  al- 
ways will  be,  so  long  as  Boston  is  a  solvent  corpora- 
tion. You  will  find  it  so  in  the  departments 
of  every  solvent  corporation.  I  do  not  think 
this  is  one  of  the  questions  that  the  gentle- 
man refers  to.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  voted 
for  one  of  the  orders  he  refers  to  tnis  year.  I 
did  not  propose  this  order  until  I  was  convinced  that 
the  parties  were  entitled  to  an  increase  of  their  pay. 
Just  as  soon  as  I  find  that  the  employees  of  any  de- 
partment are  entitled  to  an  increase  I  will  vote  for  it, 
anil  not  until  then. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Quigley.  of  Ward  2,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered,  and  the  Council  voted  to  adhere 
to  its  former  action — yeas  31,  nay9  22. 

Teas— Barry,  Boyle,  Brown,  Conlin,  Costello,  Cro- 
nm,  Daly,  C.  F.Dohe-ty,  J.  Doberty,  Fisk,  Fitzpat- 
rick,  Fora,  Folan,  Gove,  Lauten,  J.  A.  McLaughlin, 
P.  J.  McLanghlin,  McNauiara,  Means,  P.  Morrison, 
Mullett,  Murphy,  Pope,  Quisley,  Rogers,  Rosnosky, 
Swan,  Teevan,  Wakefield,  Walsh,  Whitmore— 31. 

Nays — Beal,  Briuibecom.  Child,  H.  Clapp,  Connell, 
Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell,  Freeman,  Green- 
ough,  Hart,  Hilton,  Huntress,  Mathews, Pratt,  Pray, 
Smith,  Viles,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Williams— 22. 

Mr.  Gove  moved  a  reconsideration.  Lost.  Sent 
up. 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

The  anuual  report  of  the  Board  of  Health  for  the 
year  ending  Aprd  30th  was  received  and  sent  up. 
Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Doherty,  of  Ward  7. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings    of    the   Board   of    Aldermen, 
JUI/Y"  11,  1881. 


Regular  meetiDg  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
O'BrieD  presiding. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall — Lawrence  D. 
Welby  and  others  for  a  general  meeting  of  citizens 
to  discuss  various  subjects,  including  the  abolition  of 
the  Senate  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving— Petitions  for  side- 
walks in  front  of  estates  of  Minnie  P.  Dean,  209 
Walnut  avenue;  Union  Institution  for  Savings,  532 
Dorchester  avenue;  Andrew  Woodside,  273  Havre 
street;  Hannah  Stark,  92  to  102  Istreet;  William  and 
Hannah  Stark,  626  East  fourth  street,  James  Gal- 
vin,  184  H  street. 

Petition  for  edgestones  in  front  of  estate  of  J.  W. 
Tobey,  AVest  Cottage  street,  corner  of  Blue  Hill 
avenue. 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Company  that  Utica 
street  be  repaved  with  g*»nite  blocks  between  Har- 
vard and  Kneeland  streets. 

J.  W.  Austin  and  others  for  a  crossing  across  Fan- 
euil street,  at  the  foot  of  Bigelow  street,  Brighton. 

Andrew  Spence,  Jr.,  and  others,  that  East  Ninth 
street,  between  Dorchester  and  Lowland  streets,  be 
graded;  also  for  edgestones  to  be  set  and  sidewalks 
paved  so  far  as  said  street  is  built  upon. 

William  H.  WhitteD  and  others  that  the  sidewalk 
on  School  street,  Ward  23,  be  put  in  order;  also  that 
edgestones  be  set  on  the  northerly  side  of  said  street, 
between  Weld  and  Walnut  avenue. 

John  H.  Ailman  and  others  for  a  crosswalk  on 
Washington  street  at  Chauncey  place,  Ward  23. 

David  K.  Reed  and  others  for  a  crosswalk  at  Blue 
Hill  avenue  and  Alaska  street. 

Frances  L.  Stockman  for  an  abatement  of  side- 
walk assessment  at  2463  Washington  street. 

Mutual  Union  Telegraph  Co.  for  location  of  poles 
on  Atlantic  avenue  and  other  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges— P.  A.  Dowd  for 
leave  to  place  a  telegraph  pole  on  the  extension  of 
Chelsea  bridge. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board— Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  fol- 
lows: E.  Rollins  Morse,  brick,  6  horses,  on  Newbury 
street,  rear  of  West  Chester  Park;  Jno.  H.Frost, 
new  wooden,  2  cows  and  1  horse,  on  Washington 
street,  near  Lagrange  street,  Ward  23;  W.  F.  Mui- 
lio,  trustee,  old  wooden,  18  additional  horses, 24 Blue 
Hill  avenue,  Ward  20;  Henry  Salmon,  new  wooden, 
52  cows,  Centre  street,  near  Dedham  line,  Ward  23j 
Herman  Bencks,  new  wooden,  1  horse,  337  Third 
street,  Ward  15. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps — Charles  H.  Dean  et 
als  for  lamps  on  Elmore  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection 
oj  Buildings— N.  Y.  &  N.  E.  Railroad  Co.  for  leave 
to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Commonwealth  flats, 
Ward  12. 

Heirs  of  F.  S.  Merritt  for  leave  to  erect  an  addi- 
tion to  a  wooden  building  on  24  Blue  Hill  avenue. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims— A.  f.  Wilson 
to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries  received  on 
Warren  bridge. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines— Samuel  Hay 
ward  for  leave  to  set  up  and  use  a  small  furnac  e  f or 
heating  glass  and  porcelain  ware  at  4  May  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges— A.  T.  Nickerson  for 
a  five  years'  lease  of  building  on  Warren  bridge, 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board— Calvin  B.  l'ayson  for  leave  to  remove  a  tree 
from  27  Seaverns  avenue. 

HEARINGS  ON  SEWERS. 

Hearings  were  had  on  notices  of  intention  to  con- 
struct sewers  in  Joy  9treet,  from  Beacon  street  to 
Mt.  Vernon  place;  Leverett  street,  from  Spring 
street  to  Cotting  street;  Brighton  street,  from  Lev- 
erett to  Lowell  street;  Westminster  street,  from 
Windsor  street  to  Hammond  street;  Cottage  street 
(Dorchester),  from  Norfolk  avenue  to  Clifton  street. 
No  objections.  Recommitted  to  Committee  on 
Sewers. 

CAMBRIDGE  A  ND  CHARLES  RIVER  RAILROAD  LO- 
CATION. 

A  joint  hearing  was  had  on  the  following  mat- 
ters: 

On  petitions  of  Cambridge  Railroad  Co.  for  a  loca- 


tion in  Park  square :  also  for  a  location  in  Provi- 
dence and  Church  streets,  and  to  run  over  Metro- 
politan tracks  on  Boylston  street  to  Charles  street. 

On  petition  of  Cambridge  Railroad  Co.  for  exten- 
sion of  their  tracks  in  Brighton,  on  North  Harvard 
street,  Western  avenue,  and  Market  street. 

On  petitiou  of  the  Charles-river  Street  Railway 
Co.  for  a  location  on  Western  avenue  and  North 
Harvard  street. 

Alderman  Breck  moved  that  the  matter  be  laid  on 
the  table  until  the  regular  business  of  the  board  was 
concluded,  as  it  would  probably  take  some  time,  and 
the  board  would  be  the  better  prepared  to  hear  the 
railroad  matter. 

Alderman  Slade  said  there  was  considerable  busi- 
ness to  attend  to,  and  he  thought  they  had  better 
proceed  with  the  hearing. 

Alderman  Breck  withdrew  the  motion,  with  the 
understanding  that  the  hearing  would  be  short.  The 
board  know  howmuch  time  these  hearings  take.  He 
moved  that  the  time  oe  limited  to  one  hour  for  each 
side. 

Alderman  Viles  said  the  board  had  usually  given 
other  parties  all  the  time  desired,  and  this  hearing 
could  hardly  be  limited. 

Alderman  Breck.  supposed  the  members  of  the 
board  understood  the  case  after  all  that  had  been 
said  m  the  papers,  but  he  would  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion. 

Alderman  Woolley  renewed  the  motion.  A  great 
deal  is  said  at  these  hearings  which  does  not  amount 
to  much,  aud  it  seemed  that  one  hour  for  each  would 
be  sufficient. 

Alderman  Plaae  thought  the  board  had  better 
proceed  as  they  had  done  formerly.  The  parties  will 
understand  that  the  shorter  they  make  the  hearing 
the  better  it  will  be  tor  them. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley  was  lost. 

Linus  M.  Child,  counsel  for  the  Cambridge  Rail- 
road, presented  the  following  petitions  of  citizens  in 
Brighton,  in  aid  of  the  petition  of  the  Cambridge 
Road : 

Oscar  J.  Slocomb  and  402  others. 

Oeo.  F.  Henry  and  112  others. 

D.  F.  Brown  and  147  others. 

Albert  Howe  and  122  others. 

Cephas  Brackett  and  157  others. 

Geo.  H.  Wells  and  83  others. 

A.  H.  Codman  and  119  others. 
John  E.  Busten  and  44  others. 
S.  Kendall  and  152  others. 

L.  W.  Piper  and  96  others. 

B.  F.  Ricker  and  131  others. 
All  of  Brighton. 

Mr.  Child  explained  the  locations  asked  for,  and 
said  there  was  a  demaud  for  more  direct  communi- 
cation between  Cambridge  and  the  Providence  de- 
rjot.  He  also  explained  the  loc  ation  asked  for  in 
Brighton.  The  company  have  felt  it  necessary  to 
accommodate  a  large  part  of  Brighton  not  now  ac- 
commodated by  this  road.  It  is  proposed  to  get  a 
location  on  Western  avenue.  The  only  opposition  is 
from  the  Charles-river  road,  which  has  already  been 
granted  a  location  by  Cambridge,  and  intend  to  run 
across  the  Brookline  bridge  to  connect  with  the  Al- 
bany road,  or  down  the  Milldam,  or  across  Charles 
river  bv  a  bridge.  The  petitioners  claim  that  the 
Brighton  location  should  be  granted  to  them,  because 
they  have  ihe  facilities  without  additional  tracks  in 
Boston. 

Mr.  Chaffee,  President  of  the  Cambridge  road,  ex- 
plained the  plan  ot  tne  locations  at  length,  both  as 
to  Charles  street  and  the  Providence  depot  and  in 
Brighton.  Thev  wish  to  accommodate  many  people 
who  desire  to  go  to  the  Providence  depot  and  Boyls- 
ton street.  Thev  do  not  want  to  compete  with  the 
Metropolitan  fof  travel  on  Charles  street,  and  there 
is  nothing  to  compete  for.  There  has  been  a  request 
from  the  Brighton  people  for  the  location,  and 
it  had  long  been  talked  of  in  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors; but  they  had  not  reached  it  until  the 
petition  of  the  Charles  River  road  was  put  in.  [To 
Aid.  Curtis.]^They  can  commence  the  track  in  two 
davs  after  location  is  granted,  and  the  cars  would  be 
running  to  Bosion  in  torty  days.  [To  Aid.  Breck.]— 
They  will  have  it  done  within  the  forty  days;  have 
the  material  on  hand.  [To  Mr.  Hale.]— If  Cambridge 
will  not  give  the  location  in  Brighton  street  to 
Harvard  square,  over  Western  avenue,  it  will  delay 
them  a  little  and  have  to  come  here  for  another  loca- 
tion. Thev  propose  to  build  through  North  Harvard 
street  to  the  brige.  Very  possibly  they  may  ask 
to  run  over  the  tracks  of  the  Charles  River  road. 
They  propose  to  run  straight  to  Central  square 
and  have  no  fears  but  that  the  necessary  location  will 
be  granted.  Don't  think  I  ever  stated  to  Mr.  Gooch 
that  we  proposed  not  to  interfere  with  the  Charles- 
river  road.    [To  Aid.  Frost.]   They  had  drawn   two 
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plans,  and  the  board  can  decide  which  route  to  the 
Providence  depot  is  best  to  be  granted.  [To  Mr. 
Bennett.)  Have  fixed  upon  no  definite  purpose  as  to 
what  Brighton  cars  will  be  run  to  Providence  Depot. 
Think  Brighton  people  have  been  trying  for  a  year  to 
get  them  to  locate  on  Western  avenue.  Never  heard  a 
Brighton  ujan  Bay  anything  about  it  until  within 
two  year*.  Recollect  being  spoken  to  about  the 
track  bv  Mr.  Gooch,  Mr.  Harris  and  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain. Verv  likelv  the  petition  was  on  tile  with  the 
board  until  the  Charies-river  road  brought  in  its 
petition. 

Mr.  C'nase,  engineer  for  the  Cambridge   road,  ex- 

Slained  how  much  new  track  was  requ;red  on  Charles, 
oyMton  ami  other  streets  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Prov- 
idence depot;  also  in  Brighton. 

The  Cambridge  road  here  rested  their  case. 

Seth  J.  Thomas  appeared. for  citizens  of  Brighton, 
in  aid  of  the  Cambridge  Railroad  Co.'s  petition,  and 
called  witnesses. 

JohD  W.  Hoilis  thought  the  Cambridge  Railroad 
location  would  be  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  Brigh 
ton,  and  wouldn't  hurt  real  estate  in  an  about  All- 
ston,  and  accommodate  those  who  want  to  get  into 
Boston.  [To  Mr.  Hale.]  The  road  would  have  been 
of  great  benefit,  by  whoever  built,  anytime  within 
five  vears.  It  was  talked  over  some  time  ago  by  the 
people.  Signed  both  petitions;  want  the  road  built. 
It  has  been  currently  reported  by  canvassers  that  the 
Charles-river  road  would  not  build  in  Market  street, 
but  didn't  think  much  about  it.  Should  prefer  the 
Union  road  would  run  the  cars  into  Boston .  I  sel- 
dom use  horse  or  steam  cars;  usually  drive,  but 
think  it  would  accommodate  Brighton  people  better 
to  go  diiect  from  Cattle  Fair  Hotel  into  Boston. 

Jno.  F.  Merrow  preferred  the  route  that  would 
get  them  to  Boston  soonest;  cannot  see  how  the 
Charles-rivet  road  have  any  way  of  getting  to  Bos- 
ton; if  they  had  perhaps  it  would  do  as  well;  knew 
there  was  talk  some  years  ago  about  getting  a  road 
there,  but  signed  no  petition;  understood  that 
freieht  could  be  sent  over  the  Union  road  to  Boston. 
[To  Mr.  Hale.]  This  suggestion  has  been  made  within 
a  few  weeks. 

Albert  Howe  preferred  the  Cambridge  Railroad 
route;  think  it  would  better  accommodate  the  pub- 
lic. [To  Mr.  Bennett.]  Don't  think  it  worth  while 
to  have  two  roads  when  one  can  do  the  business. 

John  Babcock  said  the  Cambridge  Railroad  loca- 
tion would  be  very  convenient  to  him;  now  have  to 
walk  to  Cambridge  from  his  factory;  would  not  be  a 
convenience  to  go  to  Cottage  Farm  station. 

Lysander  F.  Babcock  would  also  he  accommodated 
by  the  Cambridge  line.  [To  Mr.  Hale.]  There  has 
been  no  communication  by  horse  ears  between  his 
residence  in  Cambridge  and  the  factory  in  Brighton 
for  25  vears, 

Benj.  F.  Ricker  said  the  Cambridge  Railroad  route 
would  best  convenience  the  Brighton  people,  as  they 
have  a  way  to  get  to  Boston.  Don't  know  of  any 
class  of  business  it  would  convenience  to  go  to  Cot- 
tage Farm.  [To  Mr.  Hale.]  There  has  long  been  a 
desire  for  a  railroad  there  to  connect  with  the  Alba- 
nv  road,  and  there  is  a  necessity  for  means  of  travel 
to  Harvard  square.  Have  said  it  wouldn't  make 
much  difference  which  company  got  the  track. 

Patrick  Moley  supposed  the  Union  road  plan  the 
most  direct  to  Boston,  and  therefore  the  most  con- 
venient. TTo  Mr.  Hale.]  Don't  care  who  builds  the 
road;  want  one  to  Boston. 

Stephen  T.  Bennett  thought  the  line  would  be  a 
great  convenience  and  the  Union  would  get  people 
to  Boston  quicker. 

Wm.  C.  Strong  said  the  line  would  be  a  great  con- 
venience to  tbe  public  and  to  him  personally.  The 
Union  road  would  better  serve  the  western  part  of 
the  town  than  an  independent  road.  The  Union 
road  has  served  them  liDeraily,  giving  good  coaches 
ana  a  long  ride  at  a  low  rate.  [To  Mr.  Hale.]  Fare 
at  present  is  8  cents  single  fare;  2  years  ago  it  was  15 
cents.  There  were  meetings  of  citizens  when  the 
cars  were  discontinued  at  Oak  square. 

Webster  F.  Warren  favored  the  Cambridge  lin», 
a*  that  would  get  the  people  into  Boston  direct. 
[To  Mr.  Hale.]  It  would  be  an  advantage  to  have  a 
route  to  the  Back  Bav  as  well  as  to  Bowdoin  square. 
Supposed  the  Cambridge  road  would  go  over  the 
tracks  of  the  Charles-river  road  in  North  Harvard 
street  to  Central  square. 

Win.  H.  Plunimer  said  the  Cambridge  Railroad 
line  would  convenience  the  people  of  Brighton,  and 
decidedly  preferred  it,  because  It  went  to  the  Al- 
bany station  and  direct  into  Boston.  Can  see  no  ad- 
vantage in  being  carried  to  Cottage  Farm  station. 

Mr.  Thomas  here  rested  his  case. 

E.  B.  Hale,  in  opening  the  case  for  the  Charles- 
river  Street  Railway,  said  he  should  ask  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  company  to  answer  a  few  questions, 


and  should  then  call  a  few  witnesses.  He  assumed 
that  somebody  would  have  these  locations  in  Brigh- 
ton, where  the  people  have  so  long  been  deprived  of 
these  privileges.  This  location  had  been  put  into  the 
articles  of  association  of  the  Cbarle>-river  road.  The 
Cambridge  road  had  beena-ked  ui"re  than  two  years 
ago  to  build  these  tracks,  and  had  put  it  aside.  In 
no:  passing  upon  that  petition  the  directors  treated 
it  more  silently  than  such  a  body  of  men  had  n  right 
to  expect.  When  Boston  was  spending  $80,000  upon 
Western  avenue,  the  officers  of  the  Cambridge  road 
were  asked  to  build  the  track  there  a*  a  matter  of 
economy  to  the  city.  This  is  a  matter  of  history. which 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets  will  bear  witness  to. 
Mr.  Hale  read  extracts  from  the  report  of  the  hearing 
in  Cambridge  to  show  that  the  president  of  the  Cam- 
bridge road  had  said  he  didn't  want  to  interfere 
with  tbe  Charles-river  road  in  regard  to  this  loca- 
tion. The  Charles-river  road  f  mind  that  an  open 
field  which  the  Cambridge  road  had  refused  to  cul- 
tivate. They  had  announced  it:  but  now  the  other 
company  come  forward  and  oppose  it.  By  the  re- 
fusal of  the  Cambridge  road  to  act  they  are  es- 
topped from  further  proceedings  for  this  location. 
The  locations  asked  for  in  Cambridge  and  Souier- 
ville  have  been  granted,  and  the  only  member  of  the 
Cambridge  Board  of  Aldeimen  who  had  voted 
against  them  voted  to  give  them  this  location  from  a 
sense  of  justice  on  account  of  the  refusal  of  the 
Cambridge  road  to  act  previously.  The  Charles-river 
road  ask  tot  a  straight  line  from  the  abattoir  down 
to  Central  Square,  and  to  Harvard  Square  by  North 
Harvard  street,  the  Cambridge  locations  for  which 
have  been  granted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of  that 
city. 

Charles  E.  Raymond,  a  director  of  theCharles-iiver 
Railroad,  said  tie  appeared  in  the  absence  of  Hon.  S. 
L.  Montague,  the  president,  and  Hon.  H.  O.  Hough- 
ton, thenext  director.  Cambridge  is  the  place  where 
many  taxpayers  of  Boston  sleep.  They  nave  a  com- 
mon interest  with  Boston, and  now  come  to  this  board 
for  protection.  He  then  gave  an  account  of  the  origin 
of  the  Charles-river  road,  saying  that  it  gr iw  out  of 
the  grinding  monopoly  of  the  Cambridge  and  Union 
roads,  which  had  existed  for  twenty-five  years;  they 
were  paying  a  dividend  of  nine  per  cent,  on  a 
watered  stock.  About  the  tiist  of  last  February  the 
directors  of  the  Union  road  divided  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars,  which  should  have  gone  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Union  road;  public  indignation  be- 
came great;  meetings  were  held,  a  committee  of  seven 
appointed  to  arrange  for  a  steam  road,  and  from  this 
grew  the  plan  of  having  a  new  horse  car  line  to  Boston 
via  Charles  River  and  the  Back  Bay.  Fromlhattimeto 
this  the  citizens  engaged  in  the  movement  had  been 
subjected  to  the  steers  of  the  officers  of  the  Union 
road.  The  people  of  Cambridge  desired  an  honest 
competition,  to  make  their  home  as  attractive  by 
horse  car  accommodations  as  it  was  otherwise,  and 
to  give  easy  access  between  Brighton,  Cambridgeand 
Somerville,  which  was  needed.  More  that  three 
thoasand  citizens  of  Cambridge  had  asked  for  the 
locations  by  the  Charles  -  river  Railroad.  No 
director  of  the  Charles-river  road  ever  entertained 
the  idea  of  taking  passengers  to  Cottage  Farm  and 
leaving  them  at  Charles  River,  as  had  been  inti- 
mated by  the  Union  road.  Mr.  Raymond  spoke 
at  considerable  length  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
Union  road  was  capitalized  at  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars  a  mile,  without  reference  to  the 
■cost,  and  of  the  efforts  of  the  Cambridge 
people  to  secure  honest  and  fair  competition  in  horse 
railroad  accommodations.  He  also  related  some 
instances  of  alleged  discourteous  conduct  by  the 
Union  load  to  citizens  of  Cambridge,  to  show  the 
necessity  for  competition.  They  were  willing  that 
the  Middlesex,  Highland  or  Metropolitan  road  should 
run  their  cars  across  the  bridge  to  Cambridge — any- 
thing to  get  an  honest  competition  with  the 
Union  road.  In  regard  to  the  bridge,  he  said  that 
the  Harbor  Commissioners  had  been  over  the  route 
with  their  engineer,  and  expressed  no  objection  to  it. 
It  waB  intended  to  be  a  railroad  bridge,  and  to  be 
used  for  foot  passengers  free  of  cost  to  the  cities  of 
Cambridge  and  Boston.  They  do  not  ask  vo  run 
down  Tremont  street  or  on  Washington  street.  The 
Brighton  location  is  necessary  for  them  to  carry  out 
their  plan.  The  board  might  put  in  any  restriction 
they  pleased;  all  that  is  desired  is  a  chance  to  build  a 
competing  line. 

Mr.  Raymond  presented  a  petition  in  aid  of  his 
petition,  signed  by  R.  M.  Pulsifer,  D.  A.  Goddard 
and  other  managers  of  the  daily  newspapers,  and 
prominent  citizens  of  Boston,  asking  that  the  petition 
of  the  Charles-river  road  be  granted.  He  also 
called  attention  to  the  sentiment  of  tbe  people  of 
Brighton  as  expressed  in  the  Register  newspaper, 
and  closed  by  offering  to  answer  any  question.    [To 
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Mr.  Child.]  They  would  agree  to  take  their  cars  to 
Central  square,  and  then  let  the  Union  Road  draw 
them  ;be  remainder  of  the  way  into  Boston,  in  case 
the  bridge  could  not  be  obtained.  They  did  not  want 
to  run  a  competing  line  to  Bowdoin  square  with  the 
Union  road.  They  propose  to  come  into  Back  Bay, 
if  they  get  the  bridge,  over  whichever  route  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  will  prescribe,  or  connect 
with  the  Metropolitan  Boad.  [To  Mr.  Merrill,  of 
the  Highland  road,  who  said  he  had  been  requested 
to  ask  a  few  questions  in  behalf  of  the  horse  railroad 
companies  of  Boston.]  It  was  agreed  at  their  own  re- 
quest to  commence  the  Cambridge  end  of  the  Brighton 
roadlineandcompleteic  in  five  months.  If  this  Brigh- 
ton matter  can  remain  just  wh»re  it  is  until  the  bridge 
question  is  settled,  they  will  have  the  local  travel 
between  Brighton,  Cambridge  and  Somerville.  and 
they  are  willing  to  take  their  chances  on  that.  There 
is  enough  business  to  pay  running  expenses  without 
interest  on  the  stock.  He  pledged  that  the  company 
would  never  ask  for  a  location  over  West  Boston 
bridge  because  of  this  location  of  two  miles  of  track 
in  Brighton,  should  it  be  obtained.  In  case  they 
cannot  get  the  bridge  the  road  could  be  con- 
structed to  Mt.  Auburn,  and  he  believed  that  the 
line  from  Brighton  village  to  Mt,  Auburn  will  pay 
to-day. 

Mr.  Merrill  explained  that  the  object  in  adopting 
the  general  horse  railroad  law  was  that  when  a  com- 
pany of  men  desired  to  build  and  operxte  a  road  with 
two  miles  of  track,  to  accommodate  a  certain  locali- 
ty, they  could  organize  and  do  so,  and  when  so  or- 
ganized under  the  law  tney  could  obtain  permission 
to  lun  over  the  tracks  of  some  other  company  if  it 
was  necessary  to  accommodate  the  people  of  the  lo- 
cality they  were  organized  to  accommodate.  The 
two  miles  of  track  in  Brighton  would  give  the 
Charles-river  road  the  right  to  apply  for  location 
over  any  other  road  in  Boston. 

C.  a!  Richards,  President  of  the  Metropolitan 
road,  opposed  the  location  of  the  Cambridge  road,  in 
so  far  as  it  was  to  run  over  the  tracks  of  the  Metro- 
politan. As  conservators  of  the  interests  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Boston,  the  board  are  to  look  at  the  present 
condition  of  the  streets.  The  present  system  was 
brought  about  by  the  South  Boston  road  wanting  to 
go  to  the  northern  depots  because  the  Middlesex 
road  went  to  the  southern  depots,  and  thereby  the 
business  of  the  Metropolitan  was  taken  away  from 
it.  The  City  of  Boston  has  horse  railroads  enough, 
and  the  people  of  Cambridge  are  well  enough  ac- 
commodated to-day.  By  the  present  system  of  trans- 
fer checks  the  people  ot  Cambridge  can  get  to  the 
Providence  depot  as  easily  as  they  can  by  the  nro- 
posed  route  of  the  Union  road.  A  fey  ladies  and 
professors  may  want  to  come  to  the  Back  Bay, 
but  the  business  people  of  Cambridge  want 
to  come  to  the  business  part  of  Boston,  and 
will  not  be  satisfied  with  being  left  at  Boylston 
street.  He  assured  Mr.  Raymond  that  after  be  got 
this  location  be  would  have  to  come  here  and  ask 
for  many  more  thin?s  to  make  this  location  of  any 
use  to  nini.  The  most  sensible  conclusion  the  board 
can  come  to  is  to  give  both  the  petitioners  leave  to 
with  Iraw. 

Mr.  Raymond  asked  Mr.  Richards  if  three  thous- 
and people  guaranteed  a  profit  to  the  Metropolitan 
line  equal  to  what  he  recoived  on  his  present  lines, 
if  he  would  run  his  cars  to  Cambridge,  and  Mr. 
Richards  said  no,  not  if  each  car  was  covered  with 
doubloons.  He  had  stood  tnere  for  seven  years 
enunciating  the  principle  that  each  road  has  a 
right  to  the  travel  from  the  locality  where  it  starts, 
if  they  treat  the  people  right. 

Joseph  Bennett  said  he  represented  certain  people 
in  Brighton  who  favored  the  location  asked  for  by 
the  Charles-river  load.  They  desired  a  competing 
line  in  order  to  secure  necessary  accommodations. 
This  location  hart  been  asked  of  the  Cambridge  road 
nine  ^  ears  ago  and  had  been  refused,  and  was  not 
favored  by  the  Union  road  until  the  Charles-River 
road  was  organized.  The  people  of  Brighton  be- 
lieved their  only  relief  would  come  from  the  new 
corporation.  He  spoke  of  the  effects  of  competi- 
tion as  shown  by  the  experience  of  the  people  of 
Boston  with  the  Highland  and  Metropolitan  roads. 
In  this  case  the  Union  road  will  not  suffer.  No  cor- 
poration has  a  vested  right  in  the  streets,  and  he  did 
not  believe  the  board  would  refuse  to  let  this  young 
corporation  come  into  Boston  to  accommodate  citi- 
zens of  Brighton,  and  the  neighboring  cities  who 
come  here  to  accumulate  property  and  add  to  the 
taxable  wealth  of  the  city. 

Joshua  C.  Gooch  was  called  by  Mr.  Hale,  and  gave 

an  account  of  the  efforts  of  Brighton  people  to  get 

additional  facilities  from  the  Union  road  within  the 

■  last  eight  or  ten  years.    But  the  Union  road  never 

manifested  any  disposition  to  grant  these  accommo- 


dations until  after  the  first  hearing  in  Cambridge  on 
the  petition  of  the  Charles-river  road. 

Mr.  Hale  said  it  had  been  agreed  to  submit  the 
case  without  argument. 

Mr.  Child  desired  to  call  a  few  witnesses  in  rebut- 
tal. Mr.  Bicker  had  never  heard  any  fault  foand 
with  the  accommodation  furnished  by  the  Union 
road.  S.  B.  Rindge.  a  director  of  the  Union  road, 
and  citizen  of  Cambridge,  believed  that  no  horse 
railroad  in  the  State  served  its  patrons  so  well  as  the 
Union  road  does.  I'resident  Chaffee  stated  the 
number  of  cars  added,  and  the  additional  ac- 
commodations furnished,  and  answered  the  state- 
ments in  regard  to  the  cost  of  building  the  road. 
He  said  the  company  would  furnish  additional  ac- 
commodations as  fast  as  the  increased  travel  de- 
manded, and  he  was  ordering  new  cars  for  that 
purpose. 

The  subject  was  recommitted,  and  the  petitions 
presented  to-day  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Public  Parks. 

An  order  came  up  making  references  of  the  re- 
port of  Committee  on  Parks  (City  Doc.  93)  to  Sun- 
dry Committees. 

Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Alderman  Breck. 
The  Old  State  House. 

Adherence  by  Common  Council  to  their  former 
vote  of  June  23  respecting  the  disposition  of  the  Old 
State  House. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  have  an  order  which  I 
wish  to  offer  in  view  of  the  manner  in  whi=h  the 
subject  of  parks  has  been  disposed  of: 

Ordered,  That  the  order  relative  to  the  restoration 
of  the  outer  walls,  roof,  tower,  etc.,  of  the  old  State 
House,  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing  Committee 
on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  to  consider 
and  report    pon  the  practicability  of  so  doing. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  to  lease  the  first  floor 
and  basement  of  the  old  State  House  be  referred  to 
the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Improved  Sewer- 
age, to  consider  and  report  whether  any  portion  of 
the  premises  referred  to  can  be  advantageously  used 
by  that  department. 

Ordered,  That  the  subject  of  maintaining  memori- 
al halls  in  the  old  State  House  be  referred  to  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

Alderman  Tucker  moved  to  amend  by  substituting 
Committee  on  Cedar  Giove  and  Mt.  Hope  Ceme- 
teries in  place  of  Committee  od  Public  Instruction. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  the  following  as  a  substi- 
tnte  foi  all  the  orders  on  the  subject: 

Ordered,  iThat  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  authorized  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  hiring 
and  keeping  in  repair  the  Old  State  House  for  a 
term  of  not  less  than  twenty  years,  and  not  more 
than  twenty-five  years;  and  that  said  committee  be 
authorized  to  lease  the  said  building  to  the  highest 
responsible  bidder. 

Alderman  Viles— In  looking  over  the  records  I  find 
that  the  Old  State  House  was  let  in  1865  on  a  ten 
years'  lease,  for  $21,000  and  repairs,  I  think.  I  be- 
lieve that  if  the  committee  advertise  for  proposals, 
it  will  bring  out  all  the  bidders  tor  that  building. 
By  the  feeling  manifested  in  the  last  two  months, 
there  is  great  ralue  to  the  buildiug.  I  believe  this 
will  bring  out  the.  best  banking  houses  in  Boston  to 
make  bids  for  that  property;  that  it  can  be  let  to  ad- 
vantage for  the  city  of  Boston.  I  offer  the  order  in 
good  faith  and  hope  it  will  pass. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  can  see  that  the  order  offered 
by  Alderman  Viles  is  a  little  different  from  the  one 
offered  by  me  aud  which  has  been  sent  back  to  this 
board  so  many  times.  I  am  perfectly  willing  that 
this  order  shall  be  passed.  It  will  bring  out  competi- 
tion, and  that  is  just  what  the  public  ask  for.  Of 
course,  the  order  offered  by  the  aentleman  on  my 
right  is  not  offered  in  good  faith,  as  that  wouldn't  be 
the  way  in  which  he  would  want  to  do  business. 

The  substitute  of  Alderman  Viles  was  adopted,  and 
the  order  as  amended  was  passed.    Sent  dowu. 
Pay  of  Employees  on  the  Ferries. 

Adheience  by  Common  Council  to  tbeir  former 
vote  accepting  the  minority  report  in  favor  of 
restoring  the  former  rates  of  compensation  to  em- 
ployees on  the  East  Boston  ferries,  and  passage  of 
order  to  that  effect. 

Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Alderm  in  Breck. 
STORAGE  BASIN  NO.  4. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  AVater,  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  orders  for  the  construction  of  an 
additional  storage  basin  on  Sudbury  river,  in  con- 


JULY     11,     18  8  1. 


471 


fonnity  with  Hie  recommendation  of  the  Boston 
Water  Board,  with  the  request  that  this  committee 
provide  the  sum  of  $284,001)  for  that  purpose,  respect- 
fully report  that  the  following  order  be  passed  with 
the  two  first  orders  accompanying  the  atoresaid  re- 
port. For  the  committee, 

High  O'Bkien. 

Ordered,  That  the  treasurer  be  and  he  hereby  is 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  ihe  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  borrow  the  sum  of  $284,000,  and  that 
sum  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  construction  of 
storage  basin  No.  4,  additional  water  supply,  and 
added  to  the  appropriation  heretofore  made  for  that 
purpose. 

Read  once  and  laid  over. 

FIKES  AND  ALARMS  FOR  JUNE. 

The  report  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  on  the  num" 
ber  and  character  of  the  alarms  for  June  was  re" 
eeived  aud  seut  down. 

VACCINE   VIRUS. 

The  following  was  received : 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Health,  i 
Boston,  July  7,  1881.  j 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council.  Gentlemen, — In 
compliance  with  your  request,  we  beg  to  state  (hat 
tbe  vaccine  virus  ustd  in  the  fiee  vaccinations  re- 
cently and  now  practiced  by  this  board  is  obtained  of 
the  "New  England  Vaccine  Company,"  No.  10 
Everett  avenue,  Chelsea,  Mass.  We  beg  further  to 
state  that  the  origin,  propagation  and  preparation  of 
the  virus  have  received  careful  consideration  by  the 
board,  and  these  as  well  as  practical  results  obtained 
from  its  use  satisfy  the  board  that  it  is  of  the  best 
quality.  We  may  add  that  the  same  company  from 
which  the  board  obtains  its  vims  furnishes  large 
quantities  to  the  army  and  naw  surgeons  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  many  of  the  largest  cities  of 
the  country,  including  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Chicago,  Washington  and  San  Francisco. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Samuel  H.  Dcrgin,  Chairman. 
Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Alderman  Curti9. 
BO.NDS. 

The  bond  of  Alvin  I.  Phillips,  constable,  being 
presented  duly  certified,  was  approved  by  the  board. 
Auditor's  Bond. 

The  bona  of  James  H.  Dodge,  Auditor  elect,  with 
Henry  F.  Coe  and  Samael  B.  Capen  as  sureties  for 
$5000,  was  received. 

Alderman  Hersey  inquired  if  the  bond  had  been 
approved  by  any  committee,  and  on  being  told  that 
it  had  not,  he  moved  ttat  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Accounts. 

Tbe  Chairman— The  Auditor  and  Treasurer  enter 
upon  rheir  duties  on  the  10th  inst. 

Alderman  Hersey  withdrew  the  motion,  under- 
standing that  members  were  acquainted  with  the 
sureties. 

Aiderman  Breck— I  am  familiar  with  the  sureties, 
and  consider  them  perfectly  good. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  consider  the  bond  perfectly 
good 

Alderman  Hersey— It  seems  to  me  that  there 
should  be  some  tribunal  to  show  that  this  bona  is 
good.  Members  of  the  board  may  be  familiar  with 
these  sureties,  but  it  -etuis  to  me  there  should  be 
some  committee  to  consider  and  report  before  the 
bond  is  accepted  in  this  loose  way. 

Alderman  Viles— There  is  a  committee  appointed 
to  examine  the  bonds  of  city  officers.  I  dou't  know 
whether  it  will  come  betore  them,  but  if  it  does  I 
will  see  that  the  committee  are  called  together  im- 
mediately. 

Alderman  Curtis— After  the  experience  we  have 
had  in  bond-.  1  am  not  now  ready  io  approve  that 
bond.  I  want  to  have  an  opportunity  to  examine  the 
sure  i 

Tbe  Chairman— Unless  these  sureties  are  accepted, 
tbe  Auditor  will  take  hi- position  on  the  15th  with- 
out giving  bonM-. 

Alderin  m  Viles — Both  of  those  names  are  familiar 
to  the  board,  and  1  think  their  u:cans  are  ample.  I 
move  that  the  bond  be  accepted. 

Alderman  Curtis — Upon  the  same  ground  the 
Treasurer's  bond  will  come  in  here  and  we  must 
accept  If,  because  he  takes  bis  position  on  the  15th. 

The  Chairman— I  have  the  Trea-nrer's  bond  here. 
Alter  accepting  these  sureties  tbe  matter  can  be  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  to  examine  bonds  of  city 
officers ;  if  any  flaw  is  booed  they  can  report  back. 

It  was  voted  to  approve  the  bond. 

The  Chairman  -The  matter  can  now  be  referred. 

\lderun:n  Here  y  —  -  ujjpose  it  is  -eferred  to  a  com- 
mittee, what  will  be  the  effect?  I  think  this  ought 
not  to  be  a  precedent  for  other  matters  of  this   kind. 


I  think  that  every  bond  shonld  be  criticized,  and  go 
to  a  committee  and  have  careful  consideration,  after 
the  suit  that  is  now  pending.  1  hope  we  shall  take 
due  care  in  tbe  approval  of  bonds. 

Alderman  Curtis  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  whereoy  the  bond  was  approved.  Carried,  and 
on  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis  the  matter  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Alderman  Curtis  moved,  and  at  the  suggestion  of 
Alderman  Breck  it  was  vo  ed  that  when  the  board 
adjourn  it  be  to  1  o'clock  on  Thursday  next. 

On  motion   of  Alderman   Curtis  the  bond  of  the 
Auditor  was  taken  trom   the  table  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  to  Examine  Bonds  on  the  part  of  the 
board,  consisting  of  Aldermen  Viles  and  Slade. 
City  Treasurer's  Bond. 

The  bond  of  Alfred  T.  Turner  as  City  Treasurer, 
for  $150,000,  was  received.  The  sureties  are 
William  B.  Stevens,  Cbarles  V.  Whitten,  L.  R. 
Cutter  and  Dwight  Foster,  io  $10,000  each;  Henry 
F.  Coe,  Reuben  E.  Demmon,  Leopold  Morse", 
Otis  B.  Dana,  Peter  T.  Homer,  John  M.  Clark, 
Nathaniel  J.  Bradlee,  F.  H.  Story,  Charle9  J. 
Sprague,  William  A.  Presco't,  Henry  P.  Kidder, 
T.  Albert  Taylor,  N.  D.  Whitney,  M.  F.  Dick- 
inson, Jr.,  Henry  D.  Hyde,  T.  L.  Jenk3,  Josiah 
S.  Robinson,  Jesse  Holbrook,  G.  J.  F.  Bryant,  Fran- 
cis A.  Hall,  Warren  Sawyer,  and  L.  Miles  Standisb, 
in  $5000  each. 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  pai  t  of  the 
board  to  examine  bonds  of  city  officers. 

BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following  from 
Committee  on  .Bridges: 

Report  and  Order — That  all  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges granted  by  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
under  an  order  passed  August  1, 1880,  to  Stearns  & 
George,  concerning  the  erection  of  and  maintenance 
of  poles  on  the  south  side  of  Congress-street  bridge, 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  transferred  to  the  Amer- 
ican Bell  Telephone  Company,  subject  to  all  the 
conditions  and  restrictions  and  limitations  con- 
tained in  said  order.    Passed. 

Report — That  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  part  of 
the  city  on  the  order  requesting  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets  to  put  in  order  the  west  end  of  the  road- 
way of  Broadway  bridge,  inasmuch  as  said  bridge  is 
being  repaired  under  the  direction  of  the  Bridge 
Department.    Accepted. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Amusement  license  grauted — A.  P.  Peck,  to  give  a 
series  of  organ  concerts  at  Music  Hall  during  the 
present  season.    Accepted. 

THE  BUILDING  LIMITS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances: 

Report  on  the  ordinance  in  regard  to  the  building 
limits,  recommitted  with  a  proposed  amendment  by 
the  Common  Council,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  same  in  a  new  draft  as  follows: 

AN     ORDINANCE 
To  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  regulation 

and  inspection  of  buildings. 

Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  Section  1  of  an  ordinance  in  relation  to 
the  regulation  and  inspection  of  buildings,  passed 
July  8,  1871.  and  amended  April  0,  1878,  is  hereby  re- 
pealed, and  the  following  enacted  in  place  thereof: 

Section  1.  The  limits  within  which  all  buildings 
hereafter  erected  "ball  be  required  to  conform  to 
the  provisions  of  Chapter  280  of  the  year  1871,  are 
hereby  established  as  follows:  Beginning  at  the  in- 
tersection of  the  centre  line  of  Dover  and  Albany 
streets;  thence  running  eastwardly  through  the 
centre  of  Dover  street  to  the  Harbor  Commissioners' 
line;  thence  around  the  northerly  portion  of  the 
city  proper  by  the  said  Harbor  Commissioners'  Mne 
to  a  pnint  on  the  Charles  river  at  the  intersection  of 
said  line  with  the  boundary  oetween  Brookline  and 
Boston;  thence  along  said  boundary  line  to  a  point 
opposite  the  centre  of  Longwood  "avenue;  thence 
through  the  centre  of  Longwood  avenue  east- 
wardly to  the  centre  of  Bumstead  lane;  thence 
through  the  centre  of  Bumstead  lane  to  the  cen- 
tre of  Ward  street;  thence  through  the  centre  of 
Ward  street  to  tbe  centre  of  Parker  street;  thence 
through  the  centre  of  Parker  street  to  Ruggles 
street;  thence  through  the  centre  of  Ruggles  street 
eastwardly  to  the  centre  of  Washington  street; 
thence  through  the  centre  of  Washington  street  to  a 
point  opposite  the  centre  of  Palmer  street;  thence 
through  the  centre  of  Palmer  and  Kustis  streets  to 
the  centre  of  Hampden  street;  thence  through  the 
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centre  of  Hampden  and  Albany  streets  to  the  point 
of  beginning. 

Tlie  said  district  being  shown  on  a  plan  made  by 
the  City  Surveyor  dated  June  28, 1881;  and  deposited 
in  the  office  of  the  City  Surveyor. 

Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis. 
CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
Elanor  V.  Tufts  to  be  compensated  for  personal  in- 
juries received  on  crossing  on  Mason  street,  near 
Tremont  street    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

CLERK  HIRE  IN  SUPERIOR  CRIMINAL  COURT. 
Alderman  Tucker  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  County  Accounts  on  petition  of  John 
P.  Manning,  to  be  allowed  aa  additional  sum  for  ex- 
tra clerk  hire,  recommending  the  passage  of  an  order: 
That  in  addition  to  the  amount  allowed  for  clerk 
hire  in  the  Superior  Court  for  criminal  business,  un- 
der authority  of  ar.  order  approved  August  5, 1879, 
there  be  allowed  a  further  sum  of  8322.45  for  the  year 
ending  July  1, 1881,  the  same  to  be  charged  to"  the 
appropriation  for  County  of  Suffolk.  Passed. 
SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATIONS. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  reports  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction;  upon  sundry 
requests  of  the  School  Committee,  recommending 
the  passage  of  orders  as  follows : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  requested  to  furnish  accommodations  for  the  pri- 
mary classes  in  the  vicinity  of  Harrison  avenue  and 
Brookline  street.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  requested  to  furnish  suitable  accommodations  for 
the  Evening  High  school  in  the  High  and  Latin 
school  building.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  requested  to  furnish  the  gymnasium  of  the  Latin 
and  High  schools.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

INSPECTION  OF  HOUSES    OF  DETENTION. 

Alderman  Sla-.e  submitted  the  first  semi-annual  re- 
port of  the  Inspectors  of  Prisons  and  Houses  of  De- 
tention (City  Doc.  98).     Accepted. 

The  Special  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
appointed  to  visit  the  jail  anc  other  nouses  of  deten- 
tion within  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  to  make  the 
examinations  and  inspection  required  by  law,  re- 
epectfully  submit  their  first  semi-annual  report. 
Jail. 

The  committee  visited  the  jail  on  the  24th  of  June, 
on  which  day,  at  the  time  of  their  visit,  the  whole 
number  of  inmates  was  one  hundred  and  forty-six, 
a  larger  number  thau  was  found  there  six  months 
ago.  Though  this  visit  was  made  without  any  pre- 
vious notice,  the  committee  found  the  iustit  ution  in 
a  very  neat  and  tidy  condition.  The  prisoners  ap- 
peared to  be  satisfied  with  their  food  and  treatment, 
and  upon  repeated  inquiries  no  complaints  were 
heard  of  a  lack  of  rations  or  of  comfort.  The  com- 
mittee examined  the  quality  of  the  food  served  out 
to  the  imates  that  day,  and  found  it  satisfactory  in 
all  respects. 

Bouses  of  Industry  and  Reformation. 

On  the  9am?  day  the  committee  visited  the  Houses 
of  Industry  and  Reformation  at  Deer  Island.  These 
institutions  were  found  to  be  in  their  usual  satisfac- 
tory condition.  The  number  of  inmates  was  larger 
than  usual,  viz: 

Number  in  House  of  Industry 680 

•'        "  House  of  Reformation 120 

"        "  Truant  School 125 

925 
making  a  numerous  family  for  the  city  to  support. 
The  health  of  the  prisoners  was  very  good,  this  island 
being  very  favorably  located,  for  the  promotion  and 
establishment  of  the  health  of  its  inhabitants.  Nearly 
all  the  prisoners,  old  and  young,  are  required  to  en- 
gage in  some  kind  of  work,  which  is  beneficial  to 
their  mental  and  physical  health.  The  inmates  ex- 
pressed themselves  as  satisfied  with  the  food  and 
treatment.  The  dormitories  were  inspected,  and 
were  found  to  be  neat  and  clean  in  all  respects. 
It  is  proposed  to  transfer  in  the  fall  all  the  female 

Sauper  and  neglected  children  to  the  Marcella-street 
[ome,  which  will  be  ready  for  their  occuparcy  at 
that  time.  Deer  Island  will  then  be  devoted  exclu- 
sively to  the  detention  of  the  criminal  classes  sent 
thither  by  the  courts. 

Marcelta- street  Home. 
The  committee  visited  this  institution.to  which  ne- 
glected children  are  sentenced,  on  June  30,  on  which 


date  the  number  of  sentenced  boys  was  one  hundred 
and  seven. 

These  children  are  well  clothed  and  fed,  they 
having  as  much  food  as  they  can  eat,  aud  they  attend 
school  daily,  several  rooms  in  the  building  being 
fitted  up  for  this  purpose;  competent  teachers  are 
provided,  and  the  instruction  given  will  compare 
favorably  with  that  of  many  of  the  bes;  schools  in 
the  city. 

The  "committee  were  much  impressed  with  the 
great  and  positive  value  of  this  institution  to  the  city, 
for  here  Govs  are  taken  from  the  street  and  from  in- 
competent and  often  inhuman  parents,  and  are  here 
saved  for  lives  of  usefulness  and  respectability,  for 
they  nearly  all  find  good  places  when  they  are  dis- 
charged, and  become  industrious  and  useful  citi- 
zens. 

Ophthalmia  and  ringworm  disoiders,  which  are 
apt  to  infect  a  lot  of  children  brougnt  together  from 
neglected  and  wretched  homes,  have  greatly  di- 
minished. 

The  new  brick  building,  intended  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  female  pauper  and  neglected  chil- 
dren now  at  Deer  Island,  is  nearly  completed,  and 
will  soon  be  occupied.  It  contains  all  the  appliances 
and  rooms  for  the  comfort  of  the  children  which 
modern  thought  can  devist- ,  and  nothing  seems  want- 
ing except  more  yard-room  for  the  recreation  of  the 
inmates."  The  play-grounds  of  the  boys  and  girls 
must  be  separate,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  propositiou 
now  before  the  Ciiy  CoudcH,  to  change  the  location 
of  the  street  projected  through  the  grounds  of  this 
institution,  will  be  consummated  before  the  girls  are 
moved  up  from  Deer  Island,  for  there  they  have  en- 
joyed much  freedom  and  liberty  in  the  open  air,  and 
they  will  feel  absolutely  imprisoned  if  they  cannot 
enjoy  equal  liberties  here. 

Lunatic  Hospital. 

The  committee  visited  this  institution  on  June  30, 
immediately  af  tar  leaving  the  spacious  and  comfort- 
able quarters  built  for  the  children  at  the  Marcella- 
street  Home,  and  the  contrast  in  the  accommoda- 
tions was  very  marked  and  striking.  The  committee 
were  forcibly  impressed  with  the  obvious  truth  that 
the  unfortunate  inmates  of  this  hospital,  afflicted , 
not  of  their  own  volition,  or  by  reason  of  any  crime 
or  offence,  ought  to  have  the  best  accommodations 
and  comforts  that  the  city  can  provide. 

This  building,  erected  nearly  fifty  years  ago,  be- 
fore the  modern  humane  treatment  of  the  insane 
was  adopted,  is  now  far  behind  every  similar  hospi- 
tal in  the  State.  It  is  a  disgrace  to  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton that  does  not  provide  better  and  more  comfort- 
able quarters  for  its  unfortunate  wards. 

The  whole  number  of  inmates  at  the  time  of  the 
committee's  visit  was  one  hundred  and  sixty-three, 
being  a  larger  number  than  the  building  can  prop- 
erly accommodate.  There  are  not  enough  sleeping- 
rooms,  and  the  dining-rooms  are  miserably  con- 
tracted, so  much  so  that  tables  are  set  in  the  wards 
directly  among  the  patients — which  tends  to  create 
unnecessary  excitement  and  trouble. 

The  committee  feel  that  many  projects  are  enter- 
tained by  the  City  Council  which  do  not  deserve  so 
much  consideration  as  does  this  necessity  for  better 
hospital  accommodations. 

Under  these  disadvantages  the  committee  believe 
that  the  Superintendent  and  his  assistants  do  a\\  that 
is  possible  to  cheer,  comfort,  and  console  the  pa- 
tients. 

House  of  Correction. 

This  institution  was  visited  June  30,  and  was  found, 
as  usual,  thoroughly  clean  and  in  excellent  order. 
The  number  of  inmates  was  not  so  large  as  usual. 
Nearly  all  were  engaged  in  some  kind  of  work,  a 
very  tew  being  m  the  hospitil.  The  rations  served 
to  the  prisoners  were  examined  by  the  committee, 
and  were  found  to  be  of  good  quality.  No  prisoner 
complained  either  of  the  quality  or  quantitv  of  his 
food. 

The  House  of  Correction  for  this  county  has  been 
for  years,  in  point  of  comfort  and  discipline,  at  the 
head  of  all  similar  institutions  in  this  State,  and 
nothing  can  be  suggested  to  imnrove  the  manage- 
ment nf  this  department  by  its  efficient  head. 

Appended  to  this  report'  will  be  found  the  usual 
statistics  furnished  by  the  several  superintendents. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
Lucius  Slade, 
C.  H.  B.  Breck, 
Charles  V.  Whitten, 
Committee  of  Inspectors  of  Prisons. 

RELEASED    FROM  JAIL. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Institutions  on  the  part  of  the 
board,  recommending  the  release  of  Frederick  Mer- 
rill from  the  Suffolk  County  Jail.     Accepted. 


JULY     11,     1881. 
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PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDER. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  and  Order— That  permission  b*  granted  to 
the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  erect  a  tele- 
graph pole  in  the  sidewalk  at  the  intersection  of 
Sbawmut  avenue  and  Tremont  street;  said  pole  to 
be  located  in  the  position  designated  by  a  red  circle 
on  a  plan  drawn  by  Thomas  W.  Davis,  City  Sur- 
veyor, dated  April  11,  1881,  and  deposited  in  the 
office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  establish  the  grade  of  the 
extension  of  Harrison  avenue  between  Essex  and 
Bedford  streets,  as  shown  on  a  plan  and  profile 
drawn  by  Thomas  W.  Davie,  City  Surveyor,  dated 
April  11th,  1881,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  said 
City  Surveyor.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  edgestone  assessment  of  $12.90, 
against  estate  of  Prank  Ferdinand,  No.  8  Jess  street, 
be  aDd  the  same  is  hereby  abated;  Frank  A.  Ludwig 
is  hereby  assessed  the  sum  of  .$12.90  for  edgestone  in 
front  ofsaid  estate,  No.  8  Jess  street.    Passed. 

SEWER  ASSESSMENTS  ABATED. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers: 

Ordered,  That  $80.18  be  abated  fro-u  the  assess- 
ment levied  Upon  Charles  I.  Sumner  for.a  sewer  in 
Linden  street,  on  account  of  inability  to  pay. 

That  $1.78  be  abated  from  the  assessment  levied 


upon  Bernard  Lyons  for  a  sewer  in  Downer  street 
on  account  of  over-assessment  of  land  benefited. 

That  $175.09  be  abated  from  the  assessment  levied 
npon  Samuel  W.  Weld's  heirs,  for  a  sewer  in  Devon 
street,  and  the  same  amount  be  assessed  upon  Mary 
E.  R.  Willard. 

Passed. 

PERMITS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Curtis  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions on  the  petition  to  locate  and  use  steam  engines 
as  follows: 

Geo.  A.  Levy  &  Co.,  75  Essex  street. 

Boston  Photo.  Engraving  Co.,  11  Cornhill. 

Crosby  Steam  Gauge  &  Valve  Co.,  97  Oliver  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

ACCOUNTS  TO  BE  CANCELLED. 

Alderman  Hersey  offered  an  order— That  the  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department  be 
authorized  to  cancel  any  accounts  for  money  due  the 
city  which,  in  conformity  with  ordinance,  have  been 
placed  by  the  City  Collector  in  the  hands  of  the  City 
Solicitor  for  legal  proceedings,  and  which  shall  have 
been  returned  by  the  Solicitor  as  uncollectable  by 
law;  also  such  accounts  as  shall  be  shown  to  the  com- 
mittee to  be  uncollectable  by  reason  of  proceedings 
iu  bankruptcy  or  insolvency.    Passed. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis,  and 
stands  adjourned  until  Thursday  next  atl  o'clock  P.  M 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Adjourned  Meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen, 

JUI/5T    14,    1881. 


Adjourned  regular  meeling  at  1  o'clock  P.  M., 
Alderman  O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving—  Jeremiah  Began,  for 
brick  sidewalk  at  corner  of  il  and  Seventh  streets; 
Benj.  Foxwell,  for  edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk  at 
661  and  6G3  Parker  street;  Maria  Roan,  for  abate- 
ment of  assessment  for  edgestone  at  13  Union  ave- 
nue, Ward  23. 

To  the  Joint   Committee,  on   Streets— Harvey    D. 


Parker  and  others,  that  Chapman  place  be  extended 
to  Montgomery  place. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines — Edwin  G. 
BenneH,  for  leave  to  erect  and  use  a  steam  boiler  in 
cellar  of  stalls  7,  9  and  HAVilliams  Market,  corner 
Washington  and  Dover  streets. 

BONDS  OF  TREASURER  AND  AUDITOR. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following: 

The  committee  of  this  board  .charged  with  the  duty 
of  examining  the  bonds  of  the  several  city  officers, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bonrisof  the  newly-elected 
Treasurer  and  Auditor,  have  examined  into  the 
responsibility  of  the.  sureties  signed  on  said 
bonds,  and  report  that  said  sureties  are  well  known 
to  your  committee,  and  th?t  their  responsibility  for 
the  auionnts  attached  to  their  several  names  is  be- 
yond any  question.  They  therefore  recommend  that 
said  bonds  be  approved  by  this  board. 
Clinton  Viles, 
Lucius  Slade,  Committee. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Toe  bonds  of  the  Auditor  and  Trea:  urer  were  ap- 
proved. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 


COMMON     COUNCIL. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

■TUI.v    14,    1881. 


Regulai  meeting at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Andrew  J. 
Bailey,  President,  in  ihe  chair, 

PAPEBS   FBOM   THE  BOAliD  OK  ALDEHMES. 

Rei  orl    of  city  officers.     Placed  on  file. 

it  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  E. 
V.  Tutis  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  received  on 
Tremout  street.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  ami  order  ri  questing  tbe  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  to  furnish  suitable  accouimoda- 
tions  for  tbe  Evening  Higli  School  in  the  High 
and  Latin  School  Building.  Report  accepted  and 
order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  requesting  said  committee  to 
furnish  the  gymnasium  of  the  Latin  and  High 
school.  Report  accepted  and  order  passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Rennrt  auu  order  requesting  slid  committee  to 
furnish  accommodations  for  two  primary  classes  in 
the  vicinity  of  Harrison  avenue  and  Brook  line  street. 
Report  accepted  and  order  pa-.-ed  in  concurrence. 

Order  >o  cancel  accounts  which  are  uncollectible. 
and  which  have  been    given  to  the  City  Solicitor  tor 
legal  proceedings.    Passed  m  concurrence. 
The  Old  stale  House. 

Xon-cojcurrence  of  the  Board  ot  Aldermen  in  the 
hut  action  of  tbe  Common  Council  concerning  the 
Old  sta  :  House;  said  beard  receded  irom  its  pre- 
vious vote,  and  passed  as  a  substitute:  "An  order 
for  the  Committee  on  Public  luildings  to  advertise 
for  proposals  for  hiring  and  keeping  in  repair  /he 
Old  State  House  for  a  term  ot  twenty  tu  twenty-five 
years:  and  to  lease  building  to  the  highest  respon- 
sible Didder." 

The  President— What  action  will  the  Council  take? 

Mr.  Whitmore  ot  Ward  12 — i  move  tnat  the  Coun- 
cil non-concur  with  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
insist  upon  it?  previous  action  of  June  23d. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  III— 1  oo  not  rise  lor  tbe 
purpose  of  reopening  tub  discussion,  although  I  was 
not  here  wuen  the  discussion  was  had  in  this  body. 
1  have,  however,  to  sa>  simply  this:  When  the  report 
of  the  committee  was  Brat  made  the  sentiment  of 
the  Council  evidently  was  ten  to  one  in  favor  of 
leasing  L'nfortuuateh  the  matter  was  laid  over 
foi  a  week,  and  an  opportunity  was  given  t.u  get- 
ting up  those  petitions.  The  theory  was  indus- 
circulated  that  the  order  to  lease  meant 
the  destruction  at  the  building.  Now,  it  ha 
made  to  appear  that  such  was  not  the  case,  and  that 
it  i-  net  the  de-ire  of  the  Council  to  destroy  the 
building.  I  had  a  casual  meeting  with  one  of  the 
members  or  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to-day,  and  he 
stated  to  ine  that  it  appeared  clearly  that  the  board 
could  not  recede  from  its  action.  He  stated  further- 
more, that  the  feeling  01  the  board  was  in  favor  of 
moving  the  building  altogether,  rather  than  expend- 
ing money  upon  it,  as  has  been  pioposed.  Such  be- 
ing the  case,  it  appears  to  me  thai  those  in  favor  of 
the  continuation  of  the  building  should  vote  to  con- 
cur with  the  hoard  in  the  passage  of  the  order 
aesed  at  their  regular  meeting  on  Mon- 
day, uamely,  to  offer  the  building  to  the  highest 
bidder,  or*  open  the  mattei  tor  bids  All  the 
members  ol  tne  Conucil  who  ari-  in  favor  of  pre- 
serving the  Old  State  House  should  vote  to  concur 
in  the  passage  of  that  order.  If  a  lease  of  ihe  build- 
in  doubtless  follow, for  a  Ion?  time,  is  made, 
ill  be  quite  sine  of  having  the  building  pre- 
-fcrved.  Inasmuch  a>  such  appears  to  he  the  case, 
tbe  financial  view  ol  the  subject  is  so  favorable 
for  the  city,  I  certainly  hone  we  shad  concur  with 
the  ooard "in  the  passage  of  the  order  which  wa-  sub- 
mitted by  Alderman  Vile.-. 

Mr.  Whilujon — I  -hould  not  weary  the  I 
with  a  statement  o;  what  ha-  taken  place  in  this  inat- 
tei  il  it  had  not  been  for  the.  remarkable  display 
made  by  the  gentleman  who  represents  therichest 
ward  in  the  city  of  Boston,  I  a-k  the  Council  to  re- 
member that  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  the 
_,ve-  for  dragging  us  into  Ihe 
again,  la  that  be  wa-  ignorant  ot  the 
event-  which  took  place  when  this    matter 

before.  It  was  hardly  necessary  for  him  lo 
siaie  that  he  was  Ignorant  of  the  matter,  otherwise 
he  would  nave  no  occasion  for  misrepresenting  what 


has  actually  taken  place.  Every  member  will  bear 
me  out  in  s  iving  thai  the  first  wish  of  this  Council, 
as  evidenced  by  the  first  vote  taken,  was  to  nut  this 
building  in  th;  hands  ci  the  Clt;  It  a  sa.rihue  of 
six  or  seven  or  even  $8000  ot  income  per  an 
num.  There  are.  members  upon  this  floor  who  said 
to  me  that  they  were  willing  to  make  as  much  of  a 
sacrifice  as  that  for  the  preservation  of  the  building. 
The  Board  of  Aldermen  Dook  an  entire]?  different 
view.  They  looked  upon  it,  or  pretended  to 
look  upon  it  as  a  means  of  deriving  revenue 
for  the  city.  It  was  suggested  on  the  fl  >or  of 
tbis  Council,  as  a  compromise  (after  the  Council 
had  voted  not  only  one  or  two,  bjt  three  or  four 
times),  that  they  were  content  to  get.  a  revenue 
of  $16,000  out  of  the  lower  portion  of  the  building, 
but  that  they  were  desirous  of  preserving  the  exte- 
rior of  the  building  and  the  upper  halls  as  memori- 
als for  public  purposes.  The  gentleman  is  iguorant 
of  those  facts.  He  i«  ignorant  of  another  fact  when 
he  says  that  this  motion  in  ihe  Board  of  Aldermen 
looks  to  the  preservation  of  the  building.  Now,  sir, 
having  happily  been  at  my  post  at  every  meeting,  I 
can  say  that  1  know  more  than  the  gentleman  of 
what  was  intended  by  that  motion.  I  have  served 
upon  the  committee  having  the  building  in  charge. 
I  have  had  a  chance  ro  cross-examine  the  citj  archi- 
tect as  to  the  present  state  of  the  building,  and 
I  mean  to  say  that  the  vote  to  lease  that 
building  for  twenty  years  means  that  at  the  end  of 
that  h-ase  the  huiiding  will  be  so  dilapidated  that  it 
will  he  necess  ry  to  tear  it  down.  That  is  the  ob]fct 
of  those  gentlemen  who  have  tound  so  innocent  a 
mouthpiece  in  this  Council  to  night.  That  is  what  it 
means."  There  have  been  one  or  two  Aldermen  who 
have  said  to  me  that  the  building  ought  to  come 
dowu.  That  is  their  wish.  Yet  1  believe  that  this 
Council  and  tbe  people  of  Boston  do  uot  intend  that 
the  huildiue  shall  come  0.0 wu  so  long  as  there  is 
money  enough  and  careful  attention  to  leave  it  to 
posterity.  The  matter  now  comes  to  the  Council 
ju-t  as  it  was  in  the  first  place,  with  this  exception : 
they  have  limited  a  part  ol  it.  Under  the  first  order 
the  committee  were  allowed  to  go  on  and  lease  it  as 
they  saw  lit;  now  they  must  advertise  it  and  lease  it 
for  20  or  25  years.  That  is  the  only  variation.  When  we 
proposed  a  compromise,  we  went  into  the  Board  ot 
Aldermen,  and  they  stood  six  to  six  in  favor  of  the 
compromise.  If  the  matter  can  go  to  them,  I  believe 
the?  will  stand  at  least  as  they  have  stood  before, 
and  I  do  not  believe  they  will  stand  out  against  the 
vote  ot  the  Council.  At  all  events  what  harm  can  it 
do  for  us  to  adhere?  It  may  be  said  that  the  city  will 
lose  Ihe  money.  The  building  is  now  under  a  lose 
for  sixteen  thousand  dollars  a  year.  If  the  Ci.y 
Council  does  not  come  to  an  agreement  between  Holl- 
and the  31st  of  December,  the  city  will  be  paid  the 
rent  We  can  afford  t„  stand  by  our  widies  and  let  it 
go  over  to  the  next  city  government  if  necessary.  The 
matter  has  been  complicated  in  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men by  all  kinds  of  combinations.  I  sat  the  other 
evening  in  amazement  at  the  stupidity  and  blind- 
ne-s  of  »onie  of  the  speakers  in  that  board. 
One  Aldennan  said  the  committee  wanted  to  get 
thirty-five  thousand  dollars  to  tit  uothp  whole  build- 
ing, when  t  would  cost  a  hundred  thousand.  Vet 
there  was  not  one  Alderman  on  rhat  floor  who  would 
say  to  the  man  that  tie  was  making  a  fool  of  himself 
bj  casting  reflections  upon  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings.  That  committee  had  come  and  said 
they  wanted  so  much  of  that  appropriation  as  was 
necessary  to  make  ihe  repairs.  At  tbe  same  'ime 
he  began  to  talk  about  a  divided  ownership  and 
the  city  letting  out  the  two  lower  stone*;  and  yet 
that  order  expressly  stated  tliat  the  Committee 
were  to  let  rooms  on  the  two  lower  floors  They 
were  not  to  let.  the  stairways  or  in  any  way  in- 
terfere with  tin-  proprietary  interest  of  tbe  citv. 
More  than  that,  it  was  stated  that,  the  lease  was  to  lie 
so  drawn  that  the  rights  of  the  city  would  be  covered; 
yet  some  Alderm  -n  got  up  and  said  that  if 
we  let  it,  it  was  going  to  be  a  joint  ow'n- 
eisbip  and  we  ca/jnot  do  such  a  thing.  The  onlj 
reply  that  was  made  to  that  was  by  one  Aldennan 
who  said  that  is  the  way  we  occupy  Faneuil  Hall  to- 
day. But  still  wc  come  hack  to  the  original  point: 
The  Board  of  Aldermen  :sk  us  to  join  them  in  de- 
stroying that  building.  If  it  is  ler,  one  of  two  things 
will  happen:  ft  will  either  become  so  dilapidated 
that  it  tntisi  fall,  or  von  will  find  a  ring  formed  sj 
powerful  that  you  musr  at  an\  cost  widen  the 
street.  Then  there  will  he  no  one  to  defend  the 
building,  for  the  moment  you  do  away  with  the  senti- 
ment connected  with  it  nobody  can  -land  against  Ihe 
desire  to  have  the  street  widened  or  the  building 
torn  down.  They  will  ask  that  one  or  two  feet  be 
taken  off  from  tiie  building,  and  the  street  widened; 
and   then    those    gentlemen    having    their    twenty- 
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five  years'  ;ease  will  come  ia  and  ask  for, 
and  the  courts  will  sustain  them  in  claiming,  dam- 
ages. A  long  lease  is  worrh  more  lor  damages 
than  t'ae  fee  of  the  property,  ami  tbe  courts  have  so 
decided  over  and  over  again.  Here  ia  a  long  lease 
upon  which  the  lessee  gets  as  much  as  is  obtained 
for  the  ownership  of  the  land.  For  the*e  and  other 
reasons  it  seems  wise  that  the  Council  should  stand 
by  its  rormer  action.  I  do  not  propose  to  go  into 
some  of  the  secrets  connected  with  the  leasing  of 
that  building,  but  I  say  that  to-day,  owing  to  the  de- 
lay that  has  been  made,  we  can  get  from  $16,000  to 
possibly  $20,000  out  of  the  two  lower  floors.  We  can 
restore  the  building  so  that  it  will  be  as  perfect  a 
restoration  as  any  other  place  in  tins  county,  or  in 
Europe.  We  can  do  this  within  the  appropriation 
already  made,  and  nave  a  building  whose  exterior 
will  he  an  object  of  interest  to  the  public,  which  will 
contain  two  memorial  halls,  which  will  be  asource 
of  pride  to  our  citizens.  Therefore,  inasmuch 
as  whatever  change  of  the  programme  on  the  part 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  id  onl--  a  verbal  one,  I 
hope  the  Council  will  stand  by  its  former  action. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25— O  ring  to  my  sincere 
sympathy  for  the  Council  and  for  the  reporters,  I 
will  move  the  previous  question. 

The  rutin  question  was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten.of  Ward  14,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered.  The  Council  voted  to  non-con- 
cur with  the  Boaid  of  Aldermen,  and  adhere  to  its 
former  actinn — yeas,  42;  nays,  15. 

Yeas— Barrv,  Beal,  Boyle,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin, 
Con-.iell,  Costello,  Cotton,  Daly,  Denny.  Devlin,  C. 
F.  Doberty,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Fitz- 
patrick,  Ford,  Folan,  Greenongb,  Harding,  Hart, 
Hilton,  Hosley,  Lauten,  Lovell,  McCormick,  J.  A. 
McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  Mullett,  Murphy, 
Parkman,  Powers.  Quiglev,  Rosnosky,  Teevan, 
Viles,  Wakefield,  Walsh,  Welch,  Wh'tmore,  Wil- 
liams—42. 

Nays — Bartlett,  Bigelow,  Bowker.  Brimbeeom, 
Brown,  H.  Clapp,  Farweli,  Freeman,  Gove,  P.  Mor- 
rison, Pray,  Smith,  Swan,  Wharton,  Wheeler — 15. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1— I  did  not  intend  to  say  a  sin- 
gle word  upon  this  question.  But  the  vote  standing 
as  it  does,  I  Dropose  to  mike  one  or  two  statements. 
From  what  I  have  heard  I  feel  justified  in  making 
them.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  party  who  pro- 
poses or  desires  to  hire  the  two  lower  floors  for 
§16,000  is  willing  to  make  bis  own  repairs.  T  am  told 
that  he  don't  intend  to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  I 
am  not  a  member  of  the  committee,  and  never  have 
been;  neither  have  I  had  a  chance  to  cross-examine 
the  City  Architect.  But  I  have  been  over  that 
building  with  a  man  of  some  meaus,  who  has 
built  a  good  many  houses  with  his  own  money 
and  on  his  own  judgment;  and  in  looking  over 
the  matter  he  said  it  will  cost  at  least  $70,000  to 
repair  that  building  so  that  it  will  stand.  I  think 
it  is  about  time  for  us  to  get  the  cratt  either  so  she 
will  stand  on  her  legs,  or  else  tear  the  thing  down 
and  let  it  go.  For  the  peace  and  good  will  of  people 
who  are  sentimental  in  th  s  matter — anri  I  am  prob- 
ably one  of  them— I  would  like  to  have  had  a  twenty 
years'  "lease  made  of  the  building,  or  even  a  thirty 
years' lease.  In  that  way  tbe  building  would  have 
existed,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  I  aon't  rhink  but 
that  there  would  have  been  members  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment of  Boston  who  would  havehad  more  respect 
and  love  for  the  building  than  is  exhibited  to-day  by 
tue  citizens  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Whitmore— 1  ask  the  indulgence  of  tbe  Council 
to  enable  me  to  send  out  the  antidote — I  won't  say  to 
the  poison,  ot  the  gentleman's  remarks,  but  the  incor- 
rect opinion  which  will  be  tormed  on  account  ot  them. 
If  the  gentleman  refers  to  Mr.  Bowker,  who  desires  to 
hire  the  lower  floor,  1  will  say  that  Mr.  Bowker  has 
refused  to  make  any  definite  offer  until  tbe  City 
Cou-icil  have  appointed  a  committee  tr.  receive  it; 
because  a>  he  savi,  he  iioes  not  want  to  be  bid  upon 
by  any  person.  I  think  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee will  bear  me  out  in  saying  that  those  state- 
ments were  made  before  the  committer.  More  than 
that,  I  wish  to  say  that  Mr.  Bowker  said  to  me  that 
he  expected  to  make  his  own  repairs,  and  when  he 
authorized  me  to  come  in  here  and  make  an 
offer  for  him,  he  did  it  after  looking  o,7er 
the  plans  in  my  office,  with  the  heliotypes  be- 
fore him  which  I  showed  here  in  this  room.  I 
can  understand  the  nosition  in  which  Mr.  Bowker  is 
placed;  that  being  the  tenant  in  possession  and  will- 
ing to  give  as  much  as  anybody  else  he  does  not  wish 
to  have  bis  offer  used  against  him.  On  the  other 
nand  the  committee  have  not  been  empowered  to 
make  any  offer  to  anybody,  or  to  declii-e  any  propo- 
sition.   I  wish  to  say  further,  that  there  is  not  the 


slightest  doubt  in  my  mind  that  those  rooms  will  let, 
together  or  separately,  for  more  than  five  thousand 
dollars  each.  That  statement  is  basedupon  the  words  of 
persons  who  have  come  to  me  and  expressed  the  wish 
to  hire  both  rooms.  It  was  for  that  reason  f  nut  into 
the  order  the  condition  that  tbe  committee  were  to 
lease  the  rooms  at  a  minimum  rent  of  $16,000  a  year, 
lean  only  say  that  I  cannot  think  auv  gentleman  can 
believe  1  would  make  myself  ridiculous  by  nam- 
ing a  sum  we  could  not  obtain.  I  had  just  as 
good  reason  for  believing  that  we  could  obtain 
$16,000  for  those  rooms  as  I  have  for  believing  any- 
thing. As  long  as  it  is  not  in  writing  I  could  noo  go 
into  court  and  hold  the  man  to  it,  but  I  stated  three 
weeks  ago  that  Mr.  Bowker  said  to  me  that  he  was 
prepared  to  take  a  lease  for  twenty  years  at  $16,000 
a  year  whenever  tbe  City  Council  appointed  a  com- 
m'iitee  to  draw  up  the  paper.  If  there  is  any  one 
who  can  explain  it  away,  I  hope  it  will  be  done. 

Mr.  Claop,  of  Ward  14 — Did  he  agree  to  do  his 
own  repairs? 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  will  state  exactlv  what  took  place 
in  regard  to  that.  I  said  to  him,  You  are  to  make 
your  own  interior  repairs;  he  said,  Certainly,  but  I 
think  the  committee  ought  to  lay  one  of  those  floors 
for  ine;  said  I,  That  is  an  item  of  six  or  seven  hun- 
dred dollars  perhaps,  and  that  is  never  going  to  -tand 
between  you  and  the  committee  on  a  lease  of  $320,- 
000;  if  it  'is  right  and  proper,  I  shall  advise  the  com- 
mittee to  do  it,  but  if  they  refuse  to  do  it  you  will 
not  stand  out,  as  it  is  too  small  a  matter  to  stand  out 
about.  Mr.  BowKer  would  like  to  get  whatever  he 
can  in  the  way  of  repairs,  when  it  comes  t©  drawing 
up  the  lease,  but  it  is  a  mere  fleabite.  If  he  can 
afford  to  take  a  lease  for  twenty  years  and  stand  the 
chances  of  the  tips  and  downs  of  real  estate,  he  is  too 
shrewd  and  prosperous  a  man  to  let  a  few  wooden 
floors  stand  in  the  way  of  making  the  lease.  Thecity 
of  Boston  is  going  to  have  a  good  tenant  if  he  leases 
the  building,  and  he  is  willing  to  do  all  the  interior 
repairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Big  slow,  of  Ward  25,  the  main 
question  was  ordered. 

The  reconsideraiion  was  refused. 
SALARIES. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  called  up  the  past  as- 
signment, viz. : 

An  ordinance  concerning  salaries  (City  Doc.  94.) 

Mr.  Hart,  of  Ward  1-8,  there  being  no  objection, 
withdrew  the  motion  to  make  the  salary  of  the  City 
Clerk  $5000. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Ward  11,  thought  action  should 
be  deferred  until  the  suoject  bad  been  acted  upon 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  moved  to  lay  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  the  Board  of  Aldermen  had  so 
divided  the  matter  that  it  would  be  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  straighten  out.  It  could  be  more  easily  un- 
derstood as  it  stands.  He  had  no  preference  for 
action  to-night,  and  called  it  up  as  there  was  nothing 
else  upon  the  programme.  It  was,  however,  impor- 
tant that  it  should  be  acted  upon, in  order  that  ap- 
propriations be  made  for  clerk  hire,  and  the 
payment*  thereof  be  legallv  done.  Under  the  old 
order  the  salaries  might  contiuue,  but  payments  of 
clerk  hire  do  not. 

The  subject  was  laid  on  the  table. 
ELEVATORS. 

Mr.  Wheeler,  of  Ward  10,  called  up  the  second 
past  assignment,  viz.: 

Report  of  the  Inspector  ot  Buildings  in  relation  to 
the  defects  in  the  law  relative  to  elevators  in  build- 
ings, and  submitting  the  draft  of  an  act  to  remedy 
such  defects.  (City  Doc.  No  95.) 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wheeler. 

AUDITOR'S  EXHIBIT. 
The  Auditor's  exhibit  for  July   1st  was  received 
(City  Doc.  90)  and  sent  up. 

Total  appropriations $12,876,406.23. 

Expended $2,505,263.32. 

Balance  unexpended $10,414,212.20. 

PETITIONS  PRESENTED  AND  REFERRED. 

Mr.  Connell,ot  AVard  20,  presented  a  netitiou  of 
Albert  Palmer  and  others  of  Ward  22  representing 
that  there  is  great  public  necessity  for  the  extension 
of  the  area  of  Orchard  park,  and  calling  attention  to 
the  fact  that  such  extension  can  be  made  oy  remov- 
ing wooden  buildings  bounded  by  Orchard,  Yeoman 
and  Chadwick  streets,  by  which  the  park  will  be 
brought  on  the  line  of  a  prominent  street.  Tne 
value  of  the  surrounding  estates  will  be  largely  in- 
creased, and  asking  immediate  action,  as  the  im- 
provement can  be  effected  at  a  moderate  cost  at 
present. 


JULY     14,     1881. 
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Mr  Clapp,  of  Ward  24,  moved  to  refer  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Streets. 

.Mr.  Freeman,  of  Ward  10,  moved  to  amend  by  re- 
ferring to  the  Committee  on  Mt.  Hope  and  Cedar 
Grove  Cemetery. 

Mr.  Fitzpatnck,  of  Ward  8,  moved  to  amend  by 
referring  to  the  Committee  on  C.jmmou  and  Public 
Grounds. 

Mr.  Fit/.patrick's  amendment  was  adopted,  and 
m  ion  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
id  Public  Grounds. 

Mr.  Kit/.patrtck,  of  Ward  K,  presented  petitions  of 
&.  and  J.  McLaren  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
Webster  street,  corner  of  Bremen  street,  Ward  2; 
Bros,  to  erect  wooden  building  on  Liver- 
pool street,  near  De"atur  >trect,  Warn  2.  Severally 
referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  In- 
spection  of  Bnildings. 

Mr.  Eddy,  of  Ward  24,  presented  tun  petition  of 
Geo.  L  Burt  and  others  for  tbe  establishment  of  a 
branch  of  I  lie  Public  '  ibrary  at  Mattapan,  there  be- 
ing do  branch  within,  convenient  distance,  and  the 
petitioners  being  ther-.iy  deprived  of  the  privilege 
of  taking  books  from  public  libraries.  Referred  to 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Library. 

ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES. 

Mr.  Pray,  of  Ward  5,  submitted  the  following, 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health  : 

Report  upon  the  order  that  the  Board  of  Health 
abate  the  nuisance  existing  ou  the  easterlv  side  of 
Federal-street  bridg< — That  the  subject  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  sewers.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Report  upon  the  order  for  the  Board  of  Health  to 
abate  a  nuisance  on  Norfolk  avenue,  Franklin  court, 
aud  East  Chester  Park— That  it  be  re- 
fern  d  to  the  Hoard  of  Health  with  instructions  to 
take  immediate  action  for  the  abatement  of  said 
nuisance.  Accepted  and  referred  accordingly. 
Sent  up. 

PUBLIC    BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Clapp,  of  Ward  14,  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  On  Public  Buildings: 

Report  on  the  oider  from  School  Committee  for  a 
rear  entrance  to  the  new  grammar  schoolhouse, 
Egleston  square— That  recommending  its  reference 
to  tile  Committee  on  Public  Instruction.  Accepted. 
Sent  up. 

Report  in  compliance  with  an  order  of  the  City 
Council  passed  June  27th,  requiring  from  Joint 
C(  m  mi  trees  of  the  Citv  Council  a  report  of  progress 
on  all  matters  before  them— That  the  orders  for  re- 
pairs, alterations  aud  improvements  upon  the 
Adams,  Lincoln,  Atherton,  Stoughton,  Rice,  Thet- 
ford-avenue.  Mt.  Pleasant-avenue,  Tuckeruiuo  and 
Bunker-Hill  schoolhouses,  comprising  all  the  orders 
that  are  now  before  them,  are  in  the  hands  of  sub- 
committees, and  due  progress  is  being  made  in  the 
work.     Accepted.     Sent  up. 

Or  lered,  That  the  Committee  ou  Public  Buildings 
be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  sell  at  public 
auction  or  Otherwise,  at  such  time  as  they  may  deem 
expedient,  the  High  and  Latin  schoolhouse  with 
land  ou  Bedford  street.  The  proceeds  of  the  sale  to 
be  paid  to  the  <";ly  Collector,  and  the  amount  to  be 
applied  to  the  redemption  of  the  debt  authorized  by 
Council  -May  25,  1877,  tor  the  erection  of  the 
new  English  High  and  Latin  school  buildings. 

•■'.under  a  suspension  of  the  rule.    Sent  up. 

Tin;    BROADWAY   EXTENSION. 

Mr.  I.auteu,  of  Ward  14,  offered  an  order:  That 
the  Joint  Standing  Commit  tee  on  Streets  be  author- 
ized to  build  a  retaining  wall  on  the  northerly  side 
of  Broadway  extended,  between  Harrison  avenue 
and  Washington  street;  the  expense  therefor  to  be 
charged  fo  the  appropriation  for  the  extension  of 
Broadway. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  Second  reading. 

Mr.  Lauten— it  is  very  important  that  this  order 
should  be  pass)  'I  to-night,  that  the  work  may  proceed. 
I  move  t  0  suspend  Ike  rule. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1— If  it  is  so  important,  I  would 
like  to  have  it  explained. 

Mr.  Lauten— Tlier^  is  no  explanation  necessary. 
The  money  :s  alieady  appropiiated  for  it.  It  is 
simply  to  get  authority  to  build  the  retaining  wall. 
There"  is  no  explanation  necessary. 

The  rale  was  SOS]  ene'ed  and  the  order  passed.  Mr. 
Lauten  moved  a  reconsideration, hoping  it  would  not 
prevail.     Lost.     Sent  up. 

RECORD  COM  missioners. 

Mr.  Whitinore,  of  Ward  12,  offered  an  order— That 
tbe  Record  Commissioners  be  authorized  to  occupy 
the  lobby  on  the  north  side  of  the  Council  chamber 
during  the  summer  season  until  they  tan  obtain  again 
the  room  now  occupied  by  them. 


Mr.  Whitinore  explained  that  the  Commissioners 
me  a  room  ia  Hie  City  Architect's  Department, 
which  he  has  to  use  tluring  the  summer.  The  same 
privilege  was  granted  to  the  Commissioners  last 
year. 

The  order  was  passed. 

THE  Sl'JlMEE   VACATION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rosnosky,  of  Ward  16,  the  Coun- 
cil took  from  the  table  the  order  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Common  Council  for  its  annual  recess 
on  July  14. 

Mr.  Ureeoougb  suggested  that  the  vacation  ought 
not  to  be  taken  until  the  matter  of  Storage  Basin 
No.  4  had  been  acted  upon.  As  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Water  he  objected  to  the  order. 

Mr.  Eir.no:  ky  said  the-,  ■icljoumed  at  this  time  last 
year.  The  Council  ought  to  have  cool  weather  for 
discussing  the  advisability  of  building  the  storage 
hasin. 

Mr.  Greenough  said  if  the  order  could  be  passed 
next  week  he  would  not  object  to  an  adjournment. 
He  moved  to  amend  by  making  the  time  July  21st, 
current. 

Mr.  Gove  understood  that  several  important  mat- 
ters were  to  come  in  from  committees,  and  as  long 
as  members  had  been  elected  at  their  own  request, 
they  should  stay  and  attend  to  the  business  of  the 
city. 

Mr.  Wheeler  asked  what  the  important  matters 
were,  ami  .Mr.  (love  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  state 
them,  as  the  statements  were  made  privately  to  him 
by  gentlemen  interested  in  certain  matters  in  which 
their  respective  sections  are  concerned. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitinore  the  subject  was  laid 
ou  the  table. 

PROPOSED  PARK    ON  PARKER   HILL. 

Mr.  Costello,  of  Ward  22,  offered  an  order— That 
the  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  be  requested  to 
furnish  the  City  Council  with  an  estimate  oi  the  cost 
of  from  four  to  five  acres  of  land  for  park  purposes 
on  the  easterly  side  of  Parker  Hill  avenue,  opposite 
the  Parker  Hill  high-service  reserve  ir,  and  between 
said  Parker  Hill  avenue  and  the  extension  of  Hill- 
side street,  as  proposed  to  be  laid  out  by  the  Beard 
of  S'reet  Commissioners,  together  with  the  cost  of  a 
proper  approach  lo  said  land  from  Tremont  street  to 
Hillside  street;  and  also  to  state  if,  in  thei'  opinion, 
any  betterments  can  be  assessed  for  the  location  of 
such  park  upon  other  estates  in  its  vicinity  than  that 
from  which  it  is  taken. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  where- 
upon, on  motion  of  Mr.  Freeman,  of  Ward  tO,  it  was 
refeiredto  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Parks. 

PROPOSED  EXCURSION  BY  MEMBERS  CIF  THE  COM- 
MON COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ward  21,  offered  an  order— That  a 
committee  oi  live  members  be  appointed  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  an  excursion  of  the  Common  Council 
at  some  suitable  time  during  this  or  next  month ;  the 
expense  attending  tbe  same  to  be  assessed  upon  and 
borne  by  the  members  participating. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wheeler,  of  Ward  10,  asked  what  excursion  is 
proposed? 

Mr.  Smith  said  it  was  the  usual  order  which  had 
been  Introduced  for  several  years.  It  was  for  the 
committee  to  decide  where  tuey  will  go. 

Mr.  Wheeler  thought  they  had  had  a  good  many 
excursions,  ami  could  hardly  see  the  necessity  for 
providing  for  one  of  this  kind.  He  moved  to  in- 
definitely postpone  the  order. 

Mr.  Means  pgjd  this  is  a  different  excursion  from 
those  they  had  been  accustomed  to,  as  each  member 
participating  would  pay  his  own  expenses.  Such 
an  excursion  ought  to  be.  had.  Nothing  adds  to  the 
good  feeling  among  members  so  much  as  these  ex- 
cursions, and  they  facilitate  business.  He  hoped 
they  would  have  something  new. 

Mr.  Wheeler  withdrew  the  motion  to  nidi  finitely 
postpone,  and  moved  to  add  the  proviso,  that  each 
member  be  allowed  to  select  which  diiection  he  will 
take. 

Mr.  Whitinore  said  there  was  a  very  successful  ex- 
cursion some  years  ago;  and  in  1879  a  similar  order 
was  passed,  but  it  was  impossible  to  get  members 
enough  to  go.  He  was  perfectly  willing  to  vote  for 
anything  in  reason,  even  to  pay  for  it  out  of  tbe 
contingent  fund  of  the  Common  Council.  He 
thought  it  hardly  proper  for  the  Council  to  take 
action  officially,  and  moved  to  amend  the  order  so 
that  the  City  Messenger  make  the  arrangements. 
When  the  arrangements  are  completed  the  members 
can  have  a  meeting  and  select  a  committee  from 
those  who  will  go. 

Mr.  Smith  thought  the  amendment  proper,  ami  ac- 
cepted it. 
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COMMON     COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Bigelow  thought  the  order  very  propjr.  espe- 
c'ally  for  tlie  newty-married  members  who  ueed  a 
vacation.  He  moved  to  specially  assi  in  to  the  first 
meeting  in  December,  when  it'  would  be  belter  to 
have  the  excursion  than  now. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  for  purely  tactical  reasons,  moved 
the  previous  question,  which  was  ordered. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading1,  29  for, 
ll  against. 

The  order  was  read  a  s econd  time  and  put  upou  its 
passage. 

Mr.  Bigelow  moved  to  assign  to  the  first  meeting 
in  December.    Lose. 

The  order  was  passed. 

PROPOSED  BICYCLE  TRACK  OS    THE   COMMON. 

Mr.  Emery,  of  Ward  18,  offered  an  order — That 
the  Cooimittee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds  con- 
sider and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  laying  out 
a  bicycle  track  upon  the  parade  ground  upon  the 
Common. 

The  order  was  declared  refused  a  second  reading. 
Mr.  Lovell.  of  Ward  1,  doubted  the  vote.  Tbe  Coun- 
cil was  divided,  6  for,  23  against.  A  quorum  not 
having  voted,  the  question  was  taken  again,  23  for, 
28  against,  and  the  order  was  refused  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  Bartlett  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

NUISANCE  ON  THE  BACK  BAY. 

Mr.  Brimbeom,  of  Ward  18,  offered  an  order— 
-  That  the  Board  of  Health  be  requested  to  take  im- 
mediate action  towards  the  abatement  of  the  nui- 
sance now  existing  of  foul  odors  arising  from  the 
outlet  of  Stony-brook  sewer  on  the  Back  Bay,  near 
Parker  street. 

Mr.  Brimbecom — I  offer  that  order  at  the  request 
of  citizens  of  the  South  End,  who  have  been  suffer- 
ing a  great  deal  from  the  nuisance  on  the  Back 
Bay. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brimbecom  the  order  was  re- 
ferred to  the  joint  committee  on  health. 

THE    ACTION    OF    THE    COMMON  COUNCIL  ON  THE 
PARK   QUhSTION. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  order  That  a  message  be 
sent  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  requesting  them  to 
return  a  document  entitled  An  Order  referring  the 
subject  embraced  in  city  document  No.  93,  of  1881, 
to  various  committees,  it  they  are  not  acting  upon  it, 
said  docuii  ent  having  been  sent  through  a  misappre- 
hension. 

Mr.  Whitmore — The  reason  I  offer  that  order— and 
I  have  delayed  it  until  the  Council  had  tune  to  get 
through  with  its  usual  ousioess — is  this:  Unless 
action  is  taken  to-night  it  will  be  impossible  to  take 
it  at  all,  and  I  feel  Mire  that  the  ctair  would  be  un- 
willing to  have  the  Council  adjourn  without  tbe  mat- 
ter being  considered,  because  it  is  in  reality  an  ap- 
peal from  the  decision  of  the  chair.  It  amounts  to 
exactly  this:  At  oui  last  meeting  an  order  was  pre- 
sented by  me,  or  rather  a  motion  expressed  in  the 
written  form  of  an  order,  directing  that  the  matter 
of  parks  be  referred  to  various  committees.  That 
was  passed,  as  you  remember,  by  a  vote  of  three  to 
two.  I  had  supposed,  and  I  will  give  gocd  reasons  for 
my  belief,  that  was  tbe  end  of  the  matter,  so  far  as 
this  council  was  concerned.  To  my  great  surprise  I 
found  on  Saturday  that  a  charge  had  been  made,  and 
that  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  *t  s  that  the  whole  mat- 
ter should  go  to  the  other  branch  for  concurrence. 
It  being  the  first  case  which  has  arisen  under  the 
new  rule  which  has  been  passed  this  year,  it  seems  to 
me  very  desirable  that  the  Council,  and  particularly 
the  legal  members,  should  consider  the  question  and 
give  us  some  definite  rule  for  the  future.  The  mat- 
ter stands  exactly  in  this  way:  Under  our  joint  rules 
either  branch  may  commit  or  recommit  any  subject 
to  a  joint  committee.  That  rale  was  made  this  year 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  who  occupies  the 
chair.  It  was  bas°d  upon  the  practice  of  other  pub- 
lic bodies.  The  motion  [  made  was  carefully  written 
down, and  for  that  reason  I  expressed  it  in  these 
words:  Ordered,  that  so  much  of  the  report  as  re- 
fers to  particular  subjects  be  recommitted  to  various 
committees.  The  chair  having  made  some  objection 
to  the  form,  I  called  for  the  order  and  made  the  mo- 
tions verbally.  As  I  umbrstand  it  the  statement  is 
in  exact  conformity  with  the  facts,  and  in  conform- 
ity with  the  rules.  I  have  looked  carefully  for  any 
reason  that  the  mostion  ceased  to  be  a  motion  when 
put  in  the  form  of  an  order.  The  nearest  approach 
to  any  authority  I  can  find  is  one  section  in  Cush- 
ing's  larger  work,  No.  1279,  which  says: 

"A  motion  is  a  proposition  made  to  the  House  by  a 
member,  which,  if  adopted,  becomes  the  resolution, 
vote  or  order  of  the  House.  The  form  of  a  motion 
mi^t  be  consequently  so  framed,  and  its  language  so 


expressed,  that,  if  it  meets  the  approbation  of  the 
House,  it  may  »t  on;e  become  tbe  resolution,  vote  or 
order  which  it  purports  to  be." 

Moreover  in  the  joint  rule,  the  following  state- 
ment is  made  (No.  15): 

"Iu  all  votes,  when  either  or  both  branches  of  the 
City  Council  express  anything  by  way  of  command, 
the  form  of  expression  sh  11  be  'ordered;'  and  when 
either  or  both  branches  express  opinions,  principles, 
facts,  or  purposes,  the  form  shall  be  '  resolved.'  " 

Now.  sir,  I  must'eonfess  I  am  unable  to  see  iu  what 
manner  any  variation  has  been  made  from  our  joint 
rules.  The  joint  rules  say  expressly  that  either 
branch  may  refer  a  subject  to  a  joint  committee.  The 
motion  which  I  made  was  reduced  to  writing  for  the 
sake  of  form,  so  as  to  have  it  exact.  Then  at  the 
suggestion  of  'he  chair  it  was  made  verbally;  and 
when  afterwards  I  allowed  the  cbair  to  take  the 
paper  back  again,  it  was  because  I  understood 
him  to  say  there  was  no  objection  to  the  form. 
As  I  stated,  tbe  matter  has  come  up  as  to  the  cor- 
rect interpretation  to  be  given  to  the  new  rule.  To 
come  to  the  common  sense  of  the  matter,  the  ques- 
tion is,  did  the  Council  undertake  to,  and  did  .t 
refer  these  various  topii's  to  the  Joint  Committees? 
Of  course  there  are  two  tODics  not  provided  for, 
and  those  I  have  provided  for  by  a  second  order, 
which  I  have  s:nt  to  the  chair.  I  have  asked  to  bare 
the  first  paper  seut  back  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, because  in  my  view  the  oihtr  branch  have 
nothing  to  do  with  three-fifths  of  what  we  did.  The 
order  is  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  of  tbe  Common  C:uncil 
be  instructed  to  forward  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
the  annexed  orders  marked  "A"  •"nd  "B"  respec- 
tively, the  same  being  the  only -parts  of  the  action 
taken  by  the  Common  Council  on  July  7th  which  re- 
quired concurrent  action. 

"A/' 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  order  appended  to 
the  majority  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Park3,  printed  City  Document  No.  93, 1881,  as  re- 
lates to  the  West  Roxbury  Park,  be  recommitted  to 
tbe  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Public  Parks,  with 
instructions  to  furnish  a  plan  of  the  land  to  be  taken 
and  details  of  pro  nable  cost  thereof,  specifying  the 
portions  bonded. 

"B." 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  order  appended  to 
the  majority  report  of  tbe  Committee  on  Public 
Parks,  printed  City  Doc.  No.  9:<,  1881,  as  relates  to 
the  Arnold  Arboretum,  be  referred  to  a  joint  special 
committee. 

I  have  annexed  two  orders  prepared  by  the  Clerk 
of  the  Council,  marked  "A"  and  "B".  Both  of  those 
orders  relate  to  topics  which  will  have  to  be  treated 
by  tbe  Board  of  Aldermen.  But,  sir,  I  claim  that  the 
rest  of  our  action  as  taken  on  July  7th  was  tics».  and 
conclusive,  and  tbat  only  so  much  ox  the  orders  as  re- 
quired concurrent  action  need  to  be  submitted  to 
tbem. 

Mr.  Lauten,  of  Ward  14,  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— If  it  were  not  for  the  last 
clause  of  the  order,  "said  document  having  been  sent 
through  a  misapprehension,"  I  should  not  have  any- 
thing to  say  upon  it.  If  it  had  ended  with  the  words 
"acted  upon  it,"  I  should  rot  have  said  a  word.  The 
document  was  not  sent  through  a  misapprehension. 
It  was  well  understood  whei>  this  document  was 
sent,  and  it  was  sent  in  accordance  with  the  rule 
whicn  his  always  prevailed,  that  all  papers 
presented  and  passed  upon  by  this  branch 
shall  be  sent  to*  the  Board  of'  Aldermen  for 
concurrence.  Now,  the  gentleman  complains 
that  this  rule  has  been  complied  with.  If 
tbe  gentleman  has  any  complaint  at  all,  it  is  a  com- 
plaint against  himself,  because  he  should  not  have 
offered  bis  motion  in  that  way.  The  order  was  of- 
fered to  refer  different  sections  of  the  report  of  the ' 
committee  to  different  committees,  some  parts  of 
the  order  required  concurrent  action  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  There  was  no  reason  or  right  for  tbe 
chair  to  divide  an  order  passed  by  this  Council,  any 
more  than  there  would  be  for  the  chair  to  divide  an 
ordinance  passed  by  this  body.  A  part  of  that  order 
required  concurrent  action;  and  it  had  to  be  sent  to 
the  Board  of  Aldermen.  That  is  the  whole  ques- 
tion in  a  nutshell.  There  is  no  use  whatever  in 
mincing  the  matter,  and  undertaking  to  make  it  ap- 
pear to  be  a  great  parliamentary  questiOD.  It  was 
simply  on  account  of  the  form  in  which  the  order 
was  passed  by  this  body.  If  any  one  can  show  any 
authority  for  the  cbair  to  divide  a  document  passed 
by  this  body,  I  should  lite  to  see  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  would  say,  in  the  first  place,  that 
the  words  in  the  last  clause  of  that  order  were  not 
added  for  the  purpose  of  creating  controversy.  I 
put  them  in,  as  I  supposed  it  was  proper  and  courte- 
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ous  to  do,  on  the  ground  that  if  any  error  had 
been  made  i'  was  unintentional.  I  am  v<ry 
sonv  if  it  has  caused  any  provocation.  On 
the  other  band,  lam  glad  to  hear  the  statement  au- 
thoritatively made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4  as 
to  the  grounds  upon  which  the  order  was  sent  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  There  are  two  points  1  wish  the 
Council  to  remember.  The  lirst  impression  made 
upon  the  persons  best  entitled  to  understand  :he 
matter,  and  decide  upon  it  without  any  prejudice, 
was  that  the  order  was  to  be  divided  in  that  way.  In 
brief,  f  will  state  that  I  understand  that  the  Clerk  of 
this  Council  drew  up  the  same  two  orders  I  am  now 
submitting,  (''A"  and  "B.")  That  was  the  form  in 
which  (be  matter  rirst  reached  Mr.  MeCleary,  and 
the  form  in  which  the  bulletin  sent  to  tbe  Board 
of  Aldermen  was  printed— only  si  much  of  it 
as  relates  to  those  two  topics  being  sent  to  tbem 
for  concurrence.    There,   I   may  sav,  was   the  un- 

pinion  of  two  experts  on   the  matter.    The 

two  clerks  of  the  City  Council,  without  anybody 
speaking  tn  them,  had  concluded  that  tlia*.  was  tbe 
intention.  For  ray  part,  I  have  no  doubt  that  tbat 
wa-  the  understanding  of  the  Council  when  they  ad- 
journed. To  take  any  orher  view  of  the  matter 
would  be  to  make  a  suggestion  which  I  do  cot  enter- 
tain for  a  moment.  Wnen  the  Chair  ruled  out  that 
written  order,  I  put  tbe  question  to  him, — he  decided 
Ihe  motion  to  be  out  of  order,  anu  I  asked  for  what, 
reason.    Here  are  his  words: 

"Under  the  rule,  the  motion  to  commit  takes  pre- 
cedence of  the  motion  to  amend." 

Therefc  re,  I.ealled  for  the  order  and  read  it  as  a 
formal  motion— Ordered,  That  so  much  be  recom- 
mitted, <S:c.  In  making  the  motion  I  substituted  the 
words  "1  move''  lor  "Ordered":  so  it  was  really  sent 
to  the  Chair  in  the  form,  "Mr.  Wbitmore  moves," 
&■:  After  that  the  Chair  called  for  it,  while  I  was 
engaged  in  striking  out  the  word  Ordered,  and  I  un- 
derstood his  scruples  were  removed.  I  took  his  own 
wnnl  for  it.  You  know  that  Mr.  Pratt,  of  Ward  21. 
raised  a  question  in  regard  to  it,  and  the  Chair  stated 
as  follows: 

"The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion  tbat  uDder  Rule;4C  the 
widesi  latitude  can  be  allowed  as  long  as  the  object 
looked  to  is  kept  in  view.  The  object  looked  to  in 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  is  to 
commit  to  a  committee.  The  order  looks  to  exactly 
the  same  end." 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  wish  to  draw  tbe  at- 
tention of  the-  gentleman  to  the  remarks  of  the  Pres- 
ident just  before  those  read.  With  the  permission 
of  tbe  Chair  and  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 1 
will  read  them: 

'•The  Chair  desires  to  state,  that  after  looking  at 
the  order  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  more 
closely  be  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  a  proper  one. 
Tbe  i  hair  will  therefore  entertain  the  order  as  a 
substitute  for  the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance  " 

.Mr.  Wbitmore— I  meant  to  have  read  that  section. 
I  was  looking 'or  it  hastily.  At  that  s'age  of  the 
proceedings  -inly  two  things  could  be  done.  The 
motion  wasto  commit  to  a  committee.  Now,  sir,  there 
is  no  question  rat  that  osly  two  motions  could  have 
been  made  to  amend  that  motion,  namely,  to  re- 
fer to  a  committee  with  instructions,  or  to  refer  to 
another  committee.  There  was  no  other  amendment 
tbat  could  be  entertained  for  a  moment.  That  is  one 
of  the  questions  which  it  is  useless  to  argue.  Those 
were  the  only  two  things  which  could  be  done.  Now, 
sir,  allowing  for  a  moment  that  a  written  proportion 
should  be  put  in  a  different  form  from  a  verbal  mo 
tion — which  [ shall  deny,  but  will  allow  for  a  mo- 
ment, for  the  sake  of  argument — loo  not  understand 
that  the  motion  could  be  put  so.  I  have  frequent- 
ly known  the.  Piesident  of  the  Council  to  help 
a  member  out  when  he  was  making  a  motion  in  tt 
wrong  form ;  but  1  never  knew  of  a  chairman  un- 
dertaking to  amend  or  alter  a  motion  so  that  it 
should  have  a  contrary  effect  from  what  tbe  mover 
intended.  L  do  not  think  for  a  moment  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  4,  now  on  tbe  floor,  in- 
tended that  that  should  be  the  effect  of  it.  I 
had  made  these  motions.  I  had  moved  that  so 
and  10  be  referred.  lieyond  that,  it  there  is 
anything  wrong  in  th?  form,  which  1  do  not  be- 
lieve, in  putting  all  tho-e  motions  to  the  house  to- 
gether, that  was  an  error  of  the  Chair  and  not  of 
mine.  I  had  the  right  undoubtedly  to  move  half  of 
the  subject  to  this  committee  and  ball  to  that,  and 
air  naturally,  as  »very  Chair  would  do,  would 
hold  that  tbe  two  motions  should  be  put  together 
and  taken  together.  No  member  called  tor  a  division 
of  tbe  question.  Therefore  I  fall  book  upon  the  first 
proposition,  that  tbe  two  motions  were  separate  mo- 
tion- and  were  to  be  considered  consecutively  as 
though   tbty   related  to   the  same   thinis.    Again,  I 


must  deny  that  all  papers  passed  by  this  Council  have 
to  go  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  concurrent  action. 
It  depends  upon  the  subject  matter.  We  have  under- 
taken to  pass  an  order  to  adjourn  next  week.  That 
dtesuot  have  to  goto  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  If  the 
expense  of  the  proposed  excursion  had  been  ordered 
to  be  paid  from  the  contingent  fund,  it  would  not 
have  bad  to  go  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  concur- 
rence. More  than  that,  the  rule  says  Mat  either 
branch  may  commit  to  a  joint  committee.  It  does 
no',  say  U  shall  be  none  by  motion  or  resolution. 
Therefore  it  this  were  nothing  but  an  order  aud  r2- 
quired  two  .readings,  it  was  merely  an  order  on  tbe 
part  of  this  Council  to  reler  a  matter  to  a  eonnni  tee. 
It  did  riot  instruct  tbem  to  do  anything.  This  is  an 
important  matter,  tor  this  reason:  I  suppose  that 
every  member  who  went  home  from  the  Council  last 
Thursday  night,  sin  prised  as  he  probably  was  at  the 
result,  felt  alter  all  tbat  the  mutter  was  well  disposed 
of,  'hat  a  large  majority  ot  the  Council  had  decided 
to  send  these  matters  to  various  committees,  I 
supposed  that  was  the  end  of  it,  as  those  matters 
stood;  that  the  friends  of  parks  bad  deliberately 
chosen  to  come  into  this  body,  instead  of  the  Board 
of  Aidermen,  to  take  a  vote.  They  pressed  for 
tbat  vote  in  opposition  to  my  advice.  I  did  not 
want  to  take  it  up  the  other  evening;  1  wanted  to 
take  up  tbe  Salary  bill.  No  matter  how  they  stand 
to-night,  at  that  time  they  stood  in  the  relation  of 
three  to  two  in  favor  of  the  result.  Now  what  was 
tbat  result?  I  made  those  motions  in  accordance 
w.th  parliamentary  lav/  and  two  days  afterwards  I 
found  out  that  by  the  interpr"t8tion  of  the  law  given 
by  the  President,  the  matter  was  going  ro  the  Board 
(if  Aldermen.  What  was  the  result  there?  On  Sat- 
urday noon  I  was  told  that  this  matter  bad  been  sent 
to  the  Board  of  Aldermer,  and  that  thtv  intend 
down  there  to  refer  the  whole  matter  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.  They  can  rtter  it  all  to  one 
committee;  and  yet  because  we  bad  attempted  to  re- 
fer parts  ot  it  to  two  committees  which  required  con- 
current action,  we  are  told  that  we  must  not  only 
give  up  our  wish,  but  that  the  whole  order  must 
have  concurrent  action;  whereas  they,  by  putting 
it  into  the  bands  of  one  committee  can  wipe 
out  everituiu;  we  did  the  other  night,  and  do  ex- 
actly what  the  Council  refused  to  do.  Now,  sir,  I 
say  tbat  was  •  ot  my  intention.  There  is  nothing  that 
I  can  see  in  parliamentary  law  making  it  necessary 
for  a  motion  to  be  put  m  the  form  of  an  order.  I  did 
it  supposing  I  bad  made  a  verbal  motion,  and  the 
Chair  accepted  the  written  order  as  in  the  right 
form.  It  was  exactly  the  same  thing,  and  the  Chair 
let  me  go  on  making  that  mistake,  and  let  the  whole 
Council  make  a  nihtake.  That  is  an  idea  which  I 
letuse  to  entertain  for  a  moment.  Neither  do  I  be- 
lieve tbat  the  rule  will  bear  out  the  interrelation 
which  the  Chair  has  put  upon  it.  This  being  new 
matter,  and  having  pretty  important  consequences,  I 
hope  the  members  of  tbe  Council  learned  in 
the  law  will  express  their  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject. It  ought  not  to  b?  allowed  to  degenerate 
into  one  person  challenging  the  opinion  of  Hie 
Chair.  I  put  into  my  evidence  the  tacit  opin- 
ion of  the  clerks,  and  the  very  decided  expression 
of  the  City  Clerk  that  the  only  things  which  should 
be  sent  up  were  those  printed  on  the  programme  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Waid  4—1  propose  to  hold  the  gen- 
tleman lo  what  has  been  done.  I  am  only  looking 
to  what  the  Council  accomplish,  and  that  is  my  busi- 
ness to  do.  I  cannot  tell  what  was  in  the  gentleman's 
mind,  whether  he  intended  to  mislead  anybody,  or 
what  he  intended.  All  that  the  clerk  and  presiding 
officer  have  to  do  is  to  see  what  was  done.  The  ques- 
tion was,  was  an  order  passed  by  this  Council?  If  so, 
that  has  got  to  be  dealt  with."  It  is  not  the  duty  of 
the  cierk  and  presiding  officer  to  take  a  written  doc- 
ument and  find  out  what  theintentof  the  mover  was. 
This  was  a  case  where  the  express  words  flint  the 
gentlemau  desired  weie  put  on  paper,  and  those 
were  passsd  in  the  form  of  an  order.  That  is  all 
there  is  to  it.  I  cannot  help  what  the  gentleman  ex- 
pected. There  were  one  or  two  things  in  that  order 
which,  if  the  matter  had  not  been  put  in  the  form  of 
an  order,  could  not  have  been  entertained  bv  the 
Chair.  The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  niat- 
ter  ot  the  Brighton  Park  crald  not  have  been  enter- 
tained except  in  a  wiitten  ordci.  Now  the  gentle- 
man says  the  Council  were  deprived  of  the  carrying 
out  of  their  inteotions.  Tbe  order  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12, 'and  adopted  by  the  Coun- 
cil, was  as  follows: 

"Ordered,  That  the  subject  embraced  in  the  order 
appended  to  the  majority  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Parks  (Docun  ei  t  No.  H.'S  of  A.  D.  1881)  be 
referred  as  follows:  So  much  as  relates  to  a  M:  rine 
Park  at  City  Point,  and  so   much  as   relates  to  the 
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Charles-river  Embankment,  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Laying  Out  and  Widening:  streets;  so  mucb  as  re- 
lates to  the  Muddy  River  improvement  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds;  so 
much  as  relates  to  the  Arnold  Arboretum  to  a  Joint 
Special  Committee;  so  much  as  relates  to  the  West 
Roxoury  Park,  to  the  Joint  Special  Committee 
on  Public  Parks,  with  instructions  to  furnish 
a  plan  of  the  land  to  be  taken,  and  details 
of  probable  cost  thereof,  specifying  the  por- 
tions bonded;  and  so  much  as  relates  to  tbe  proposed 
parks  at  East  Boston  and  Brighton  be  indefinitely 
postponed."  , 

Gentlen  en  will  see  that  there  are  onlv  two  divi- 
sions there,  that  could  bave  been  referred  under  his 
order,  and  that  the  rest  must  so  to  tbe  Board  of  Al- 
dermen as  a  matter  of  course.  If  a  motion  had  been 
made  to  refer  10  a  committee  with  instructions,  that 
must  go  to  the  board  of  Aldermen  for  concurrence. 
If  a  motion  was  made  that  it  ba  referred  to  a  joint 
special  committee,  that  must  go  to  the  Board  of  Al- 
dernrer,  and  if  m  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was 
made,  it.  could  not  hive  been  entertaiued.  Where  is 
tbe  Council  deprived  of  its  rights?  Tbe  written  docu- 
ment must  be  vaken  as  a  whole.  The  gentleman 
uiad^  a  mistake  by  offering  a  written  order.  The 
Chair  cannot  be  asked  to  act  as  a  medium  between 
bim  and  theCouncil.  There  is  the  written  document. 
It  is  the  usual  parliamentary  form  tbat  a  motion  to 
refer  to  a  'committee  is  not  amendable.  Therefore 
when  'he  motion  was  first  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  the  Chair  decided  that  it  was  not  in 
order,  and  the  ruling  was  : 

"The  gentleman  has  mo^erl  to  amend  by  offering 
an  order.  If  he  bad  simply  moved  the  reference  of 
these  different  subjects  in  the  order,  such  a  motion 
would  have  been  in  order." 

The  Chair  had  not  then  noticed  the  rule,  but  on 
consulting  it  he  found  that  a  moiion  to  refer  is 
amendable.  It  does  not  say  bow  and  in  what  man- 
ner. Therefore  the  Chair  ruled  that  the  option  of 
tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  12  to  amend  tbe  motion  to 
refer  to  tbe  Committee  on  Finance,  could  be  done 
by  his  Older,  and  therefore  it  cculd  be  entertained. 
Was  the  gentleman  in  doubt  that  his  order  was  before 
the  Council?  What  in  heaven 'snauie  would  a  motion 
lie  put  through  two  reaciiigs  for?  Did  any  member 
everknow  of  such  a  thingbeingdone?  That  order  was 
put  through  two  readings.  What  authority  has  the 
president  of  this  Council  to  divide  an  order  and  send 
one  portion  ot  it  to  a  committee  and  another 
part  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen?  If  the  Cbair 
or  the  Clerk  should  do  a  thing  of  that  kind  I  think  it 
would  be  proper  to  call  him  to  account  for  it.  If  the 
Council  pass  an  ordinance,  would  the  Chair  have  a 
r.ght  to  divide  it  and  send  part  of  it  to  a  committee 
and  part  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen?  Not  at  all!  The 
question  is,  was  this  order  substituted?  If  that  order 
was  substituted,  and  if  part  of  it  required  concurrent 
action  by  tbe  Board  of  Aide  men,  it  must  all  go  to 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  concurrence.  Can  there 
be  any  question  about  it  for  one  moment?  It  is  not  a 
question  as  to  what  was  tbe  intention  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12.  The  question  was  if  tbe  order 
was  properly  substituted,  and  if  a  portion  of  it  re- 
quired concurrent  action,  then  it  must  all  go  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  There  is  no  misapprehension. 
It  must  he  done  strictly  in  aceorciaoce  with  parlia- 
mentary law  and  the  rules  of  this  Council. 

JVIr.  Whitmore — I  wish  to  correct  tbe  gentleman 
when  he  says  that  a  motion  to  commit  is  not  to  be 
amended.    In  Cushing,  section  1454, 1  find  this: 

"The  exceptions  to  the  rule  [that  subsidiary  mo- 
tions cannot  re  amended]  are,  that  motions  to  com- 
mit, amend  and  postpone,  may  be  amended,  for  the 
reason  (as  stated  by  Mr.  Jefferson), 'that  the  useful 
character  of  amendment  gives  it  a  privilege  of  at- 
taching itsell  to  a  secondary  and  privileged  motion;' 
and  consequently  where  such  effect  can  be  obtained, 
by  means  of  an  amendment,  any  of  the  preceding 
motions  may  be  disposed  of  by  way  of  amendment. 
A  motion  to  commit  may  he  amended  by  tbe  addi- 
tion of  instructions." 

In  point  of  tact,  in  this  body,  and  in  every  other 
"body  that  I  know  of  iu  this  country,  it  is  customary 
"when  a  motion  is  made  to  commit  to  one  committee, 
to  amend  it  by  referring  to  another  committee.  It 
nas  been  done  here  to-night.  That  is  a  matter  too 
evident  to  require,  any  debate.  Now  the  matter 
comes  back  to  this  poiut.  The  genrleman  from  Ward 
4  now  rests  his  decision  upon  this  point,  that  if  more 
than  one  motion  is  contained  in  one  piece  of  writing, 
and  one  of  them  requires  concurrent  action,  that  the 
other  must  also.  It  was  to  meet  exactly  that  diffi- 
culty that  we  went  through  with  the  trouble  of 
framing  the  rules  anew  this  yf  ar.  Last  year  we  bad 
exactly  this  point  in  regard  to  a  report,  and  it  was  in 
relatio"n  to  the  park  matter.    If  a  report  contained 


two  orders,  and  the  Council  passed  one  and  laid  tbe 
other  on  the  table,  tbe  one  passed  mus  remain  here 
and  we  could  do  nothing  with  it.  We  undertook  to 
send dowu  one  order,  and  they  said  thevmust  wait 
until  tbey  got  the  wbolereport."  The  gentleman  him- 
self undertook  to  provide  some  remedy  for  thar,  so 
that  the  thing  could  be  separated  and  whatever  re- 
quired concurrent  action  could  be  sent  in  proper  form 
to  tbe  Board  of  Aldermen  or  to  the  Council.  That  is 
exactly  the  way,  as  I  stated  before,  that  these  orders 
were  drawn.  Tbev  are  the  ones  drawn  up  by  the 
clerk  of  our  body,  as  I  understand  it,  and  contain 
everything  we  had  asked  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to 
concur  in.  I  again  repeat,  because  1  do  not  think 
the  gentleman  fully  realizes  or  intends  to  hold  him- 
self resoonsibie  for  that  proposition.  I  made  these 
motions  verbally,  because  the  Chair  objected  to  the 
form  of  the  order,  and  the  Chair  sent  for  the  paper 
and  took  it.  Now  he  says  the  order  has  a  contrary 
effectrrom  the  verbal  motion. 

Mr.  Wharton — I  must  say  that  I  agree  with  the 
view  taken  by  the  President.  I  think  that  we  un- 
fortunately did  not  carry  out  exactly  what  we  in- 
tended to  do.  What  we  want  to  do  at  the  present 
time,  is  to  see  whether  we  cannot  so  amend  our  action 
as  to  carry  out  what  we  intended  to  do  last  Thursday 
night.  In  order  to  do  that  1  would  move  that  the 
final  clause  of  the  order  be  stricken  out,  so  that  it 
shall  be  merely  a  request  to  return  the  papers  to  this 
body,  without  any  comment  upon  how  they  went 
from  here  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  understand 
that  we  have  a  right  to  call  them  back  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  From  what  has  been  stated  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  I  understand  they  bay'0 
not  been  acted  upon. 

Mr.  Bailey  —  The  gentleman  is  mistaken.  Tbepaper 
has  been  before  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  has  been 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Wharton — If  we  have  power  to  say  that  it  was 
sent  by  mi-take,  ana  recall  it,  I  do  not  "see  why  we 
have  not  power  to  recall  it  without  saying  anything 
about  it.  I  do  not  see  how  the  amendment  can  in- 
jure it  in  any  way.  I  will  offer  that  amendment,  to 
strike  out  the  words  "said  document  navvug  been 
sent  through  a  misapprehension." 

Mr.  Bailey — If  the  amendment  prevails,  I  have 
no  concern  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  order.  I  have 
no  opposition  to  the  order  whatever,  but  1  do  not 
waut  the  Council  to  say  that  the  paper  was  sent 
through  a  misapprehension,  because  it  was  sent  by 
the  Cbair  after  due  deliberation. 

Mr.  Wharton — I  made  the  motion  for  the  very  pur- 
pose of  effecting  what  tlie  gentleman  from  Ward  4 
thought  proper.  I  agree  with  him  that  it  was  an  en- 
tire order,  just  as  we  refer  the  several  pat  ts  of  the 
Mayor's  Address  to  several  committees  in  one  oroer, 
and  the  order  was  very  clearly  stated  in  the  subse- 
quent remarks  of  the  Chair,  who  after  considering 
the  subject  says: 

"After  looking  at  the  order  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  more  closely,  he  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  a 
proper  one.  The  Chair  will  therefore  eutertaiu  the 
order  as  a  substitute  for  the  motion  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance." 

Under  those  circumstances,  I  understand  that  the 
whole  order  was  offered  by  the  gentleman,  and 
adopted  by  tbe  Council  as  a  substitute  for  the  motion 
to  refer  to  the  Finance  Committee.  In  order  to  ena- 
ble us  to  do  what  ihe  geutieman  from  Ward  12  pro- 
posed that  we  should  do,  without  staling  that  we  did 
not  exactly  understand  the  working  of  parliamentary 
law,  I  offer  this  amendment. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— It  seems  to  me  that  even 
if  that  amendment  should  be  adopted,  which  our 
presiding  officer  has  said  would  remove  any  objec- 
tion he  might  have,  while  it  wouht  remove  tlie  sting 
in  the  tail,  it  would  not  remove  what  is  scientifically 
wrong  in  the  order  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12.  This  question  is  an  entirely  new  one.  I 
have  not  bad  an  opportunity  to  look  it  up  as 
tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has.  I  am  uot 
able  to  quote  sectious  from  Cushing  as  he  has 
done.  But  it  seems  to  mo  it  would  be  open- 
ing a  wide  door  for  the  Council  to  adopt  motions  of 
this  kind  which  would  be  practically  motions  to  re- 
consider. What,  should  be  kept  in  view  is  not  what 
we  meant  to  do,  but  what  we  have  done.  These  pa- 
pers have  gone  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  bee  n 
acted  upon  there.  If  it  is  to  be  established  as  a  pre- 
cedent in  similar  cases  that  we  in  this  Council  may 
vote  that  certain  papers  have  gone  there  by  mistake, 
we  are  opening  a  door  which  I  think  will  be  very 
difficult  to  close.  We  can  never  say  what  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Council  was,  except  as  expressed  by  its 
vote.  The  point  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4 
has  made,  that  this  order  was  passed  through  two 
readings,  it  seems  to  me  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12,  that  he  was  not  paying  at- 
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teiition  to  the  matter  at  tlie  time  it  was  brought  up. 
It  seems  to  me  that  this  order  ought  not  to  pass,  or 
at  any  rate  that  we  ought  to  have  more  time  to  con- 
sider the  question. 

The  Chair — Does  the  gentleman  from  Ward  lz 
accept  the  amendment  of  t.ie  gentleman  from  "Ward 
11? 

Mr.  Wuitmore — 1  rise  for  the  purpose  of  saying 
that  I  put  those  words  into  the  order  for  the  sake  of 
courtesy,  lam  perfectly  willing  to  withdraw  them, 
as  the  gentleman  suggests.  I  hope  the  order  will 
pass,  and  in  that  case  1  ack  leave  to  withdraw  the 
other  motion  which  1  read.  They  were  put  together, 
hut  the  latter  part  lalls  of  course. 

Mr.  Bailey  objected  to  the  acceptance  of  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Williams— I  none  this  order  will  not  prevail. 
The  order  from  this  branch  went  to  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, has  been  considered  by  them  and  laid  upon 
the  table.  If  we  are  going  to  begin  to  send  to  the 
hoard  of  Aldermen  for  matters  which  we  have 
acted  upon  and  sent  to  them  for  concurrence, 
and  sa.v  that  we  have  made  a  mistake  in  what 
we  have  done,  it  will  be  very  hard  to  see  where  we 
have  made  a  mistake.  If  we  have  made  a  mistake, 
the  best  thing  to  do  i9  simply  to  say  that  we  have 
made  a  mistake  and  let  it  go.  We  sha'l  have  to  be 
constantly  saying  that  we  have  made  mistakes.  1 
think  the  ruling  of  the  Chair  is  a  proper  one,  and 
that  the  Council  ought  to  adhere  to  its  action  at  the 
last  meeting. 

Mr.  Wharton — I  want  to  state,  in  answer  to  my 
colleague  iroui  "Ward  11,  that  by  not  passing  the  or- 
der (re  virtually  do  away  with  the  conclusion  that 
the  Council  reached  a  week  ago  to-night  by  a  very 
strong  vote.  That  is  the  only  reason  1  want  this  or- 
der a*  amended  to  go  down.  We  have  made  a  mis- 
take. We  have  not  done  what  we  intended 
to  do.  If  the  Council  are  of  the  same  mind 
that  thev  were  last  Thursday  night,  the  only 
thing  we  can  do  to  carry  out  that  inteution 
is  to  pass  tbii  order.  If  we  uo  not  pass  it  all  our 
effort-  of  last  Thursday  night  have  gone  for 
nothing. 

.Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— f  do  not  know  that  all  is 
lost  even  if  we  do  not  call  for  this  order.  The  Board 
of  Aldermen  have  taken  no  action  unon  the  matter, 
except  to  lay  it  upon  the  table.  They  may  concur 
with  us.  I  look  upon  the  question  as  simply  one  of 
^ustaiuing  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  I  think  we 
should  sustain  him.  If  anything  has  been  done  by 
mi-take  by  rhe  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 1  think  the 
President  has  given  satisfactory  reasons  for  sending 
the  order  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  It  seems  to 
me  tha'  it  is  rather  slighting  to  the  President.  I  move 
the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— Did  I  understand  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  4  to  say  thft  he  had  no  objection 
to  this  order  being  passed  with  this  amendment? 

Mr.  Bailey— Not  at  all.  I  say  the  order  do?snot 
concern  uie  at  all,  but  the  last  clause  is  the  only  part 
of  it  that  concerns  me.  I  do  not  expres  any  opinion 
as  Co  what  should  be  the  action  of  this  Council.  I 
would  not  come  down  from  the  chair  and  express  an 
opinion  upon  what  should  be  the  action  of  this  coun- 
cil upon  any  order.  I  do  not  say  I  have  no  objection 
to  it.  I  say  it  does  not  concern  uie  at  all.  I  express 
no  opinion  about  it. 

Mr.  Lovel! — By  voting  for  this  order  do  we  vir- 
tually rote  against  the  decision  of  the  President? 
There  has  been  so  much  talk  about  this  parliamen- 
tary proceeding  that  I  am  somewhat  muddled. 

Tne  Chair— The  (hair  would  st,;te  that  he  does  not 
consider  it  iu  that  way.  The  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  II  having  been  accepte  1,  we  do 
away  with  the  idea  that  the  President  made  a  mis- 
take. The  order  would  be  simply  a  request  for  the 
return  of  the  papers. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  think  we  have  had 
enough  of  this  discussion  upon  Cuslnng,  and  I  move 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21— What  will  be  the  effect  of 
ordering  the  main  quests 

The  Chair— Tne  amendment  liavn.g  been  accepted 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 — 

Mr.  Bailc\  —  I  objected  to  the  gentjemui  from 
War  1 12  accepting  the  amendment,  he  having  made 
hi-  whole  argument  upon  the  point  that  the  paper 
wa>  ^ent  to  the  other  branch  through  a  misapprehen- 
sion of  the  rule,  and  that  the  order  was  an  appeal 
trom  the  decision  Of  the  Chair.  Theretore  I  -hall 
consider  that  the  adoption  of  the amen^men 
sustain  the  decision  of  the  Chair;  for  which  reason  I 
desire  a  vote  unon  the  amendment  Of  Mr.  Wharton. 

The  Chair— The  chair  having  heard  the  gentleman 
object  to  the  acceptance  of  the  amendment,  will  nut 
the  qni 
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question  will  cut.  off  the  amendment.  I  hope  the 
main  question  will  not  be  ordered.  I  desire  a  vote 
upon  that  question. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18— We  have  heard  a  good  deal 
about  parliamentary  proceedings,  and  it  is  time  this 
ought  to  be  settled.  The  question  comes  down  to 
this:  What  did  this  Council  ii.tend  to  uo?  Did  they 
intend  to  send  all  those  orders  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men or  did  they  not?  My  opinion  is  that  they  a  eant 
to  srud  every  single  order  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
1  think  the  Council  voted  understanding^  and  did 
just  what  they  intended  to  do.  That  is  the  place  for 
them  to  go.  I  hope  we  shall  vote  this  order  down, 
and  talk  reason  and  common  sense. 

Mr.  Wharton— That  is  exactly  the  issue,  whether 
or  not  we  intended  last  Thursday  night  to  sen-i  those 
matters  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  sav  the  Coun- 
cil did  not  mean  to  do  so;  that  the  Council  understood 
that  the  effect  of  those  orders  would  be  to  refer  cer- 
tain matters  to  committees,  and  to  send  only  two 
matters  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  but  unfortu- 
nately we  did  not  do  what  we  intended  to  do. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — I  voted  against  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12,  but  he  gained  a  victory. 
I  thought  he  meant  to  havt  them  go  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  I  don'!  see  why  he  should  be  here  to- 
night trying  to  get  the  papers  back.  The  matter  is 
in  good  hands.  The  gentleman  knows  that  the  thirty- 
three  uembers  who  had  this  matter  split  up  did  not 
intend  to  have  parks.  They  don't  want  any  parks. 
If  they  had  wanted  any  parks  they  wouldn't,  have 
voted  as  they  did  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
shown  his  strength  and  I  ?laiui  he  ought  to  be  satis- 
fied. 

Mr.  Williams— The  order  now  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  is  not  upon  the  merits  of  the 
park  question,  but  entirely  upon  the  question  of  sus- 
taining the  action  of  the  Chair  in  sending  those  mat- 
ters to  the  Board  ot  Aldermen.  The  vote  upon  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  comes  en- 
tirely upon  sustaining  the  action  of  the  Chair,  and 
not  upon  the  question  of  dividing  up  the  matter  of 
he  parks. 

Mr.  Hart— That  is  exactly  as  I  understood  it. 

Mr.  Freeman— The  gentleman  from  Ward  1  asks 
whether  the  President  will  consider  it  a  slight  on 
him  if  the  Council  passes  this  order.  Of  course,  it 
will  not  be  very  oroper  for  ihe  gentleman  to  say 
whether  he  would  or  not.  I  should  think  that  com- 
mon sense  would  teach  him  what  the  effect  would 
be.  It  has  been  stated  bv  several  members  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  that  those  pacers  were  sent  there 
by  the  President- 
Mr.  Huntress,  of  Ward  II — I  would  ask  if  the  gen- 
tleman is  in  order? 

The  Chair— The  Cbair  would  rule  that  he  is. 

Mr.  Freeman--If 'he  Council  do  not  sustain  the 
decision  ot  the  Cliair,  it  will  show  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  that  the  President  has  made  a  mistake, 
which  I  do  not  oelievp  he  has  done. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Ward  8,  raised  the  point  that 
Mr.  Freeman  was  out  of  order  in  not  discussing  the 
ordering  of  the  main  questiou. 

The  Council  refused  to  order  the  main  question,  22 
for,  2G  against. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postoone  was  declared 
carried,  and  several  members  doubted  the  vote. 

Mr.  Wharton — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  Chair  whether  the  motion  to  amend 
does  not  take  precedence. 

Mr.  Hart — 1  would  ask  if  debate  is  in  order 

The  Chair  -Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Wharton — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  will 
ask  whether  a  motion  to  amend  doe*  not  take  pre- 
cedence of  a  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone,  which 
i-  last  on  the  list  of  motions  in  our  rule. 

Mr.  Hart — We  are  in  the  act  of  solving  a  doubt. 
Nothing  is  in  order. 

The  Chair — No  debate  is  in  order  wbiie  solving  a 
doubt. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  wis  lost,  21 
for,  24  against. 

The  motion  ot  Mr.  Wharton  to  strike  out  the  last 
clause  of  the  order  was  adopted,  and  the  question 
came  upon  the  pussane  of  'he  order  as  amended. 
The  order  was  declared  rejected.  Mr.  Prav,  of 
Ward  5,  doubted  the  vote  and  moved  for  the  yeas 
and  nay-,  but  withdrew  the  motion,  and  it  was  re- 
newed by  Mr.  Fitzpatrick.  The  Council  refused  to 
order  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  was  then  taken  bv  a  divi -ion  upon 
the  passage  of  the  order  as  amended,  16  for,  28 
against,  but  pending  the  declaration  of  the  result 
Mr.  Fitzpatrick  doubted  the  vote  and  on  his  molion 
the  yeaB  and  nayi  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ward  21,  moved  to  adjourn.  The 
Chair  put  the  question,  and  said— The  (hair  thinks 
it  is  a  vote,  and  declares  the  Council  adjourned. 
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Several  members  doubted  the  vote,  as  the  larger 
number  of  those  present  were  leaving  their  seats. 

The  Chair  called  the  Council  to  Older,  and  was 
about  to  put  the  question  upon  solving  doubt. 

Mr.  Kosnosky— After  the  President,  has  declared 
the  Council  adjourned,  no  member  has  a  right  to 
doubt  the  vote. 

The  Chair— The  gentleman  is  not  in  order.  The 
Chair  has  declared  the  Council  adjourned. 

Several  members  left  the  chamber. 

Mr.  Hart  called  for  the  question. 

The  Chair— The  question  is  upon  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ, and  solving  the  doubt. 


Mr.  Greenough— 1  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
Chair  had  a  right  to  put  the  question  before  express- 
ing an  opinion,  but  not  afterward.  After  the  Chair 
had  declared  the  Council  adjourned,  he  had  no 
right  to  change  his  mind. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  thinks  the  point  not  well 
taken.  The  vote  having  been  doubted  the  President 
should  verify  the  vote.  The  question  now  is,  shall 
the  Council  adjourn. 

The  Council  was  divided— 29  for,  4  against.  A 
quorum  not  having  voted,  the  Chair  declared  the 
Council  adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of   Aldermen, 
JUliY    18,  1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Alderman 
O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  port  of  the 
Board — Executors  of  Estate  of  R.  S.  Spofford  to  be 
allowed  additional  compensation  for  land  taken  on 
Curve  street  to  extend  broadway. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board— Thomas  R.  Hill 
for  leave  po  project  an  electric  light  from  240-2-17 
Tremont  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing — 3.  W.  Spin-  ■ 
ney  and  others  that  the  names  of  jurors  drawn  be 
published;  also  that  the  jury  list  be  published  as  a 
city  document. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board—  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  fol- 
lows: D.  J.  Cutter,  new  wooden,  20  horses,  South 
street,  near  Commercial  street,  Ward  24;  Emma  S. 
Evans,  new  wooden,  2  horses,  rear  562  East  Sixth 
street,  Ward  14;  Middlesex  R.  R.  Co.,  new  brick,  100 
horses,  on  Bunker  Hill  street,  corner  of  Sullivan 
street,  Ward  4. 

'Jo  the  Committee  on  Seivers— Justus  Wissker  etal. 
for  sewer  in  Centre  street,  near  Wyman  place;  Wal- 
worth Manufacturing  Company  for  a  sewer  in  Eirst 
street,  between  O  and  P  streets. 

Frank  W.  Reynolds  et  als.  that  a  sewer  be  laid  in 
Holbrook  and  Orchard  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving — A.  D.  Mowry  et  al. 
for  a  crosswalk  on   Warren  street  atMaywood  street. 

Johanna  Chamberlin  for  abatement  of  assessment 
for  sidewalks  on  estates  19  and  21  Preble  street. 

Bailey  &  Draper  et  als.  that  the  cobble-stone  pave- 
ment on  Rogers  street  be  covered  with  asphalt. 

James  Taylor's  heirs,  for  abatement  of  sidewalk 
assessment  at  171  Tudor  street. 

W.  R.  Clark  et  als.  that  Coleman  street  be  graded 
and  put  in  order,  and  that  Bellevue  street,  between 
Bowdoin  and  Clark  streets,  Ward  24,  be  graded. 

Walworth  Manufacturing  Co.,  that  First  street 
may  be  put  in  order. 

J .  Hagerty  et  als.  that  edgestones  be  set  and  side- 
walks put  in  order  on  the  northerly  side  of  East 
Eighth  street,  between  M  and  N  streets. 

John  Williams,  that  Harrison  avenue  be  repaved 
with  a  noiseless  pavement  between  Union  Park  street 
and  Maiden  street. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  of  R.  C. 
Billings,  on  Rockwood  street;  Geo.  H.  Wills  and 
others,  on  Coleman  and  Bellevue  streets,  Ward  .4; 
Abby  C.  Richmond,  on  Crawford  street. 

W.  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
Walden  street,  east  side,  to  Walden  street,  west  side, 
opposite  Minden  street,  Ward  22. 

John  Soley,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from  196 
Havre  street  to  265  Bremmer  street. 

Geo.  H.  Bond  and  others,  that  South  street,  be- 
tween D  and  E  streets,  be  paved  with  granite  blocks. 

Jacob  Jacobs  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Walden 
street. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Report  and  orders  to  construct  the  new  storage 
basin  on  Sudbury  river,  and  for  a  loan  of  $280,000  for 
that  purpose.  Passed.  Yeas,  12 ;  nays,  0.  Sent 
down. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Auditor's  Monthly  Exhibit,  July  1.  (City  Doc.  99.) 
Placed  on  file. 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Sewers  of  subject  of 
removal  of  a  nuisance  near  Federal-street  bridge. 

Alderman  Caldwell— Perhaps  that  is  not  worded 
exactly  right.  It  should  not  have  gone  to  the  Com- 
mon Council,  but  should  have  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers  of  this  board.  The  nuisance  is 
caused  by  the  sewers  emptying  into  this  vacant  lot, 
and  it  is  necessary  that  the  sewer  department  should 
attend  to  it.  There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  other  de- 
partment to  attend  to  it. 

Alderman  Viles— Is  the  extense  to  be  charged  to 
the  sewer  appropriation? 

A  Merman  Caldwell — The  committee  do  not  know 
that  there  will  be  any  expense  to  it.  It  is  caused  by 
the  sewers  emptying  upon  the  vacant  land.    Perhaps 


the  Sewer  Committee  may  adopt  some  plan  that  will 
bring  the  matter  within  the  appropriation ;  if  not,  I 
suppose  it  will  require  an  extra  appropriation,  if  ne- 
cessary. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Report  of  progress  on  repairs  of  certain  school- 
houses.     Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Reference  to  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  of 
subject  of  a  rear  entrance  to  the  Egleston-Bquare 
schoolhouse.    Concurred. 

Reference  to  Board  of  Health  of  subject  of  remov- 
al of  a  nuisance  near  Clapp  street  and  East  Chester 
Park.    Concurred. 

Order  to  build  a  retaining  wall  on  north  side  of 
Broadway  extended,  between  Harrison  avenue  and 
Washington  street.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  sell  the  old  Latin  and  English  High 
School  building  on  Bedford  street,  and  apply  pro- 
ceeds to  the  extinguishment  of  debt  for  new  school- 
house.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Adherence  by  Common  Council  to  their  former 
vote  of  June  23  respecting  the  disposition  of  the  Old 
State  House.  Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Curtis. 

SURVEY  AND  INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

The  semi-annual  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Build- 
ings was  received  and  sent  down. 

AUDITOR  OF  ACCOUNTS. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
(City  Doc.  81)  was  received  and  sent  down. 

PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions  (City  Doc.  No.  70)  was  received 
and  sent  down. 

PETITION    FOR  STEAM    ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
steam  engine  as  follows: 

New  York  &  Boston  Manufacturing  Co.,  52-54  Pearl 
street. 

An  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  henrfngthereon 
on  August  8th,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 
HEARINGS. 

Hearings  were  hadas  follows: 

On  petition  of  Metropolitan  R.  R.  Co.  for  leave  to 
lay  down  curved  tracks  in  the  street  so  as  to  enter 
their  car-houses  on  Tremont  street,  on  Pynchou 
street,  and  on  Park  street.  Ward  24.  No  objections. 
Kecommitted  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

On  petition  of  E.  T.  Fowler  &  Co.  for  leave  to  lo- 
cate and  use  a  steam  engine  at  73  Essex  street.  No 
objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Steam  En- 
gines. 

The  Liverpool- street  Tracks. 

A  hearing  was  in  order  on  petition  of  D.  D.  Kelly, 
et  als  ,  who" favor  the  running  of  the  Chelsea  ears 
through  Liverpool  street,  East  Boston.  On  motion 
of  Alderman  Slade  it  was  voted  to  await  the  arrival 
of  the  President  of  the  Metropolitan  R.  R.  Co.; 
subsequently  it  wastaken  up  and  the  hearing  pro- 
ceeded. 

Mr.  Richards,  President  of  the  Metropolitan  Rail- 
road Co.,  asked  leave  of  Mr.  Kelly  to  explain  the  lo- 
cation of  the  tracks  in  Liverpool  street  and  the  use 
made  of  them. 

Mr.  Kelly  preferred  to  call  the  witnesses  for  the 
petitioners  first  and  hear  Mr.  Richards  afterward. 
Air.  Kelly  then  called  witnesses. 

Benj.  F.  Palmer  explained  the  location  of  the 
tracks  and  their  relation  to  the  points  in  the  vicinity, 
the  time  required  to  make  the  trips,  &c.  The  people 
had  expected  the  benefit  of  this  route  when  the  track 
was  laid,  but  had  not  had  it. 

F.  B.  Day  agreed  with  Mr.  Palmer.  He  wanted 
one  line  run  through  Liverpool  street  at  least. 

Wesley  A.  Gove  said  the  people  of  the  third  sec- 
tion would  he  very  much  better  accommodated  by  the 
new  line. 

Patrick  Keenan  agreed  with  what  had  been  said, 
that  the  cars  ought  to  be  rim  in  Liverpool  street . 

Mr.  Kelly  here  rested  his  case,  so  far  as  calling 
witnesses. 

Mr.  Richards  said  he  knew  of  no  territory  of  the 
same  number  ot  square  miles  where  the  people 
looked  after  their  interest  as  the  people  of  the  Island 
Ward.  This  was  carried  so  far  that  they  sometimes 
hud  jealousies  among  each  other  as  to  who  should  do 
the  moSt.  When  Mr.  Kelly  was  in  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  he  asked  the  company  to  put  a  track  in 
Liverpool  street,  which  is  a  short  cut,  saving  the  go- 
ing around  by  Maverick  square.  At  the  hearing  a 
wonderful  opposition  sprung  up  from  people  about 
Maverick  square,  who  were  afraid  the  people  of 
the  third  section  and  Chelsea  woidd  be  car- 
ried    away    from    their    stores.     The    trad:    was 
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laid,  but  a  bitter,  angry  feeling  grew  up' 
against  the  company,  for  the  first  time.  Committees 
I  on  him,  used  expressions  forcible  but  not 
polite,  anri  called  each  other  names.  The  track  was 
laid  late  in  November,  and  when  it  was  blocked  up 
with  Bnow  the  curs  were  taken  off.  About  that  time 
Mr.  Kelly  went  to  Europe;  nobody  demanded  that 
tin  cars  be  run  on  Liverpool  street,  and  everything 

smoothly.  Last  year  the  two  Aldermen  from 

Bast  Boston  said  it  a  double  track  was  laid  on  Sum- 
ner street  everybody  would  be  satislied,  and  the 
question  would  be  settled.  That  track  was  laid. 
costing  a  considerable  sum.  Meantime  Mr.  Kelly 
came  Some.  Then  came  the  announcement  that  the 
pe<  iple  were  dissatisfied ;  that  the  company  should 
run  its  cars  through  Liverpool  street,  and  that  the 
company  should  not  listen  to  factions,  associations 
and  committees.  He  told  Mr.  Kelly  he  should  leave 
i  lie  matter  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  say  whether 
cars  should  be  run  through  Liverpool  street. 
An  animated  hearing  occurred  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving1,  the  result  of  which  was  a 
request  of  the  committee  to  run  the  ears  over 
Liverpool  street.  But  that  night  trouble  broke 
out  iD  Ea-t  Boston,  and  the  other  side  protested 
against  the  running  of  the  cars  iu  Liverpool  street. 
He  could  add  enough  equipment  to  run  through  Liv- 
erpool street  and  give  the  people  by  Maverick  square 
the  accommodation  they  have  now.  Only  a  few  re- 
quire the  Liverpool  tracks.  He  never  had  received 
a  single  request  tor  use  of  the  Liverpool  track 
except  from  Mr.  Kellj,  and  while  that  gentleman 
was  in  Europe  not  a  word  was  heard. 

Mr.  A.I lard,  division  superintendent  of  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Co.  in  East  Boston,  testified  to  the 
Use  of  the  track;  had  never  heard  of  but  two  or  three 
people  speak  m  favor  of  using  the  Liverpool-street 
cracks.  They  could  not  run  on  7-niinute  tim«  with- 
out waiting  on  sidings.  The  people  object  to  taking 
off  cars  that  run  around  Maverick  square.  Thev  were 
annoyed  a  great  deal  by  people  being  miscarried, 
when'  they  run  on  the  Liverpool-street  tracks.  Think 

i]  ij  \  of  the  Bast  Boston  people  do  not  want  the 
cars  to  run  through  Liverpooljstreet.  [To  Mr.  Kelly.] 
Should  think  one  quarter  of  the  passengers  get  off 
this  side  of  Central  square.  As  a  general  thing,  the 
people  are  satisfied  to  go  through  Maverick  square. 

Mr.  Kelly,  in  closing  the  case  for  the  petitioners, 
said  nothing  would  be  required  of  him  to  say  if  Mr. 
Richards  could  repeat  the  cross-examination  of  the 
remonstrants  against  the  Liverpool-street  tracks.  The 
track  was  petitioned  for  in  1871  and  defeated  by  a 
member  of  the  Paving  Committee  from  East  Boston. 
lie  then  rehearsed  the  facts  relating  to  the  granting 
of  the  location  in  1877.      Moie  than'  five-sixths  of  the 

who  ride  on  the  Metropolitan  road  get  off  be- 
ntral  square.  Should  the  other  one  sixth  or 
even  one-fourth  compel  the  rest  'to  pay  tribute  to 
Maverick  square?  The  additional  expense  to  the 
company  will  be  to  run  a  car  to  each  boat  from  each 
line  during  the  day.  There  being  no  opposition,  the 
Lexington-street  people  have    a  ear  once  in  three 

if  there  was  opposition,  there  would  be  a  car 
tor  every  boat.  The  two  Aldermen  referred  to  had 
agreed  to  do  away  with  the  running  of  the  cars 
i ii  Li verpool  street  without  consulting  the  people. 
Mr  Richards  had  agreed  to  run  the  Cars  there;  said 
all  be  was  waiting  for  was  an  order  to  run  the  tracks. 
The  order  had  been  given  by  the  committee,  but  the 
car*  were  not  run.  When  a  company  lays  a  track  it 
i-  bound  to  use  it.  and  i»  entitled   to    protection   in 

-•>.  The  real  reason  the  ears  are  not  run  on 
Liverpool  street  is  that  Mr.  Richards  fears  those  in- 
terested in  Maverick  square  would  get  the  Highland 
road  over  there.  Every  remonstrant  against  run- 
ning on  Liverpool  street'lives  at  the  south  part  of 
East  Boston, 
lie  would  not  be  mean  enough    to  ask  that  the  peo- 

the  first  section    should  be  compelled  to  go 
through    Central  square.     If    Mr.    Richard- 
had  acted  fairly  and  manly,   the  cars  would   now  be 
running  on   Liverpool   street.    He  could  not  under- 
stand why  three-quarters  of   the    people    going  to 
Centra',  square  should  be  compelled  to  go  through 
rick  square  to  please  a  tew  interested  people, 
when  it  will  i.e  no  disadvantage  to  the  Metropolitan 
Liverpool  street,    [To  Mr.  Rich - 
II  the  ear-  were  run  on  Liverpool  street,  the 
of  Maverick  square  would  get  ailtheaccom- 
■  1 1 y  one-fourth  get  off  this 

ut  of  ten  the 

Bast  Boston  cars  nave  b    hang  back  to  let  the  Chel- 
sea  ears  go  ahead. 

.Mr   E.irdiardr   -ai J  ok   no   posit':  i:    of  evln 

with  either   the  acre   or  remonstrants,  and 

would  put  the  car   w   <  e  the  board   say;  but  he  did 
not  propo.-i  1  make  the  other  side 

mad.     Hewoi  Highland   road  the  entire 


equipment  for  East  Boston  if  they  would  run  the 
cars  for  nothing.  There  is  no  profit  in  the  local 
travel  there.  He  simply  wanted  to  do  what  the 
board  ordered,  and  let  the  people  of  East  Boston 
settle  their  own  difficulties. 

Mr.  Kelly  thought  the  Highland  road  would  be 
willing  to  run  their  cars  in  East  Boston,  if  they  could 
carry  people  to  and  from  the  city. 

This  closed  the  hearing. 

The  Chairman— If  there  is  no  objection  the  petition 
will  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Alderman  Slade— 1  hope  that  course  will  not  be 
adopted.  Last  year  the  petitioners  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Paving  and  they  gave  them  a  ltnj 
and  patient  hearing.  They  were  just  as  much  divid- 
ed then  as  they  are  now.  It  was  a  difficult  problem 
for  the  committee  to  settle.  Mr.  Richards  said  then, 
that  whenever  the  Board  of  Aldermen  said  he  must 
put  his  cars  back  he  would  do  so.  I  .said  I  never 
would  come  to  the  Board  of  A  ldermen  again  with 
that  petition,  and  that  I  thought  he  ought  to  run  a 
part  of  the  ears  there  at  least.  The  winter  came  on 
again  and  the  tiaeks  were  abandoned  after  they  got 
showed  up.  When  the  spring  came  I  asked  Mr. 
Richards  to  put  the  ears  on  again,  and  he  said  then, 
as  to-day,  that  when  the  Board  of  Aldermen  ordered 
liim  to  put  on  the  cars  or  take  up  the  tracks  he  would 
do  it.  It  ran  along  for  a  while  until  the  committee  sent 
a  request  to  linn  to  put  the  cars  on,  but  there  was  some 
delay  in  sending  the  letter,  and  it  did  not  reach  him 
until  three  or  four  weeks  ago.  As  he  stated  to-day, 
in  less  than  2i  hours  after  getting  the  letter  the  peo- 
ple of  East  Boston  protested  against  his  putting  the 
cars  on  Liverpool  street.  That  is  the  way  the  matter 
stands  to-day.  I  do  not  think  it  is  best  to  send 
this  back  to  the  Committee  on  Paving.  Mr.  Rich- 
ards has  said  that  whenever  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
order  him  to  put  his  cars  back  on  Liverpool  street  he 
will  do  so.    I  will  now  offer  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Co.  be 
requested  to  run  a  portion  of  their  cars  in  East  Bos- 
ton over  their  tracks  in  Liverpool  street. 

If  the  Board  of  Aldermen  arc  not  ready  to  vote 
upon  that  order,  let  it  lay  over  for  a  week  so  that 
they  can  look  into  the  matter.  I  move  that  the  order 
take  Us  second  reading. 

Alderman  YVoolley— It  is  well  known  to  the  Citi- 
zens of  East  Boston  and  also  to  the  older  members  of 
this  board  that  I  have  never  taken  any  active  part 
cither  for  or  against  any  particular  faction  iu  tin- 
matter,  as  there  are  two  factions  in  regard  to  the 
running  of  cars  on  Liverpool  street.  In  consultation 
with  Alderman  Thorndikc  last  year  it  did  occur  to  us 
that  if  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  laid  a  double  trail, 
in  Sumner  street  it  would  satisfy  both  parties.  That 
is  the  conclusion  we  came  to,  and  we  so  stated  to  M  r 
Richards.  There  has  been  great  delay  in  getting  to 
and  from  the  ferries,  and  we  honestly  thought  it 
woald  settle  the  contest;  but  it  has  not.  So  far  as  I 
am  individually  concerned  it  makes  no  difference  to 
n:e  whe.her  the  cars  run  through  Liverpool  street 
or  by  Maverick  square.  If  I  can  get  to  the 
ferries  quicker  by  walking  1  shall  walk.  I  hope  the 
board  will  settle  this  matter  to-night.  If  it  has  been 
shown  by  Mr.  Kelly  and  his  associates  that  there  is 
need  of  running  cars  through  Liverpool  street,  I 
hope  they  will  so  vote,  and  also  state  the  number  of 
ears  to  be  run  there.  Let  this  matter  be  decided  lor 
all  time  to-night.  As  Mr.  Kelly  and  Mr.  Richard- 
have  stated,  it  has  created  ill  feeling  not  only  be- 
tween the  citizens,  but  between  them  and  their  rep- 
resentatives here.  One  faction  think  their  represen- 
tatives should  favor  their  plan,  and  the  other  fac- 
tion think  their  representatives  should  favor  their 
plan.  This  is  one  reason  why  I,  as  a  representative 
here,  have  not  taken  any  active  part  either  in  one 
way  or  tlie  other. 

Alderman  Slade — The  reason  I  wrote  that  order 
for  them  to  run  a  portion  of  their  cars  there  is  I  hat  1 
wished  to  leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  company  as 
to  the  number  of  ears  they  should  put  on  there.  It 
they  do  not  run  a  satisfactory  number  then  will  be 
time  enough  for  this  board  to  take  some  action.  I 
am  satislied  that  if  the  board  pass  this  order,  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  will  use  their  best  judgment 
in  i  he  matter. 

Alderman  Viles— It  is  well  known  that  there  is  a 
member  of  this  board  who  is  a  resident  of  Ea-t  Bos- 
ton.  I  was  in  hopes  he  would  have  said  something 
to  guide  this  hoard  in  regard  to  the  want.-  of  that 
section  of  the  city  in  this  matter.  But  he  is  non- 
committal! and  has  not  given  us  any  instruction-  as  to 
then  wants.  Perhaps  il  this  is  referred  to  the  Com- 
mune on  Paving  he  can  -peak  hi-  mind  more  openh  , 
and  I  -hall  be  guided  bj  his  advice.  1  move  as  a  sub- 
stitute that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pin- 
ing. 
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Alderman  Tucker — I  should  be  sorry  to  have  that 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving.  1  think  that 
iv.  it  man's  mind  is  mjaclc  up,  and  i  hope  we  shall 
settle  the  question  to-night. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  think  it  is  about  time  that 
this  wrangling  before  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is 
stopped.  We  gave  a  long  hearing  at  our  last  session 
on  a  similar  state  of  things,  and  now  wo  arc  called 
upon  to  act  upon  another  such  question.  I  hope  we 
will  take  up  that  order  at  once  and  vote  upon  it.  I 
am  willing  to  show  my  hand. 

Alderman  Slade— I  thin  it  the  Alderman  must  be 
Joking  when  he  asks  to  have  this  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving.  I  have  stated  that  it  has 
been  before  the  Committee  on  Paving  over  and  over 
again,  and  we  have  exhausted  all  our  powers  in  the 
matter.  We  have  requested  Mr.  Richards  to  put  on 
the  cars  there,  and  he  has  said  he  will  do  so  when 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  instruct  him  to. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  hope  the  gentleman  will  with- 
draw his  motion  to  refer  it  back  to  the  committee. 
That  committee  have  plenty  to  do.  They  have  had 
this  subject  b-forc  them,  and  it  is  high  time  we  took 
it  from  their  hands.  If  I  am  right,  it  looks  to  me  like 
a  personal  quarrel  which  will  never  be  settled  until 
this  board  settles  it.  I  am  willing  to  cast  my  vote  to- 
day to  settle  it.  If  I  understand  Mr.  Richards  aright, 
he  is  willing  to  run  his  cars  on  Liverpool  street.  I 
am  inclined  to  believe  they  should  be  placed  there. 
I  rode  over  Liverpool  street  within  a  week,  and  think 
Mr.  Richards  would  be  perfectly  satisfied  if  this 
board  should  direct  the  company  to  run  their  cars 
through  there.  I  think  the  whole  section  would  be 
satisfied  if  it  is  done,  and  I  hope  this  board  will  take 
hold  and  stop  this  quarrel. 

Alderman  Viles — I  am  not  particular  about  the  mo- 
tion to  refer.  I  am  prepared  to  vote  on  this  matter 
to-night.  But  I  should  like  to  hear  an  expression  of 
oninion  from  the  Alderman  from  East  Boston  as  to 
the  opinion  of  the  people  over  there. 

Alderman  Woollcy — There  is  no  question  in  my 
mind  but  that  the  running  of  the  cars  in  Liverpool 
street  will  accommodate  the  largest  number  of  peo- 
ple who  ride  in  the  cars.  There  is  no  doubt 
about  it.  The  superintendent  of  that  part  of 
the  road  located  in  East  Boston  has  distinctly 
stated  the  fact  that  only  one-fourth  of  the  people 
get  off  below  Central  square,  and  that  three-fourths 
go  beyond.  That  shows  conclusively  that  the  largest 
number  would  be  accommodated  by  going  through 
Liverpool  street,  by  which  they  would  gain  two  min- 
utes. That  being  the  case,  1  feel  called  upon,  as  a 
representative  man,  to  vote  that  we  accommodate 
the  largest  number. 

The  order  was  passed. 

PERMIT  FOB    STEAM  ENGINE. 

Alderman 'Whitten  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions, on  petitions  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam 
engines  as  follows : 

Samuel  Hayward,  small  furnace  for  heating  glass 
and  porcelain  ware,  at  4  Was  street. 

Brush  Electric  Lighting  Co.  to  locate  and  use  steam 
engine  at  3-7  Lancaster  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  and  order— For  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walk in  front  of  estate  of  Benjamin  Foxwell,  661 
and  663  Parker  street.    Order  passed. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  petitions  of  J.  W.  _ 
Austin  et  als.  for  crossing  across  Faneuil  street,  at 
foot  of  Bigelow  street,  Brighton.    Accepted. 

Reports  and  orders— To  grade  a  portion  of  Lamar- 
tine  street  between  Centre  and  Boylston  streets,  esti- 
mated cost  $2000;  to  pave  Ridgway  lane  with  small 
granite  blocks,  estimated  cost  $1700.  Order  passed. 

Report  and  order— To  sprinkle,  in  conjunction  with 
the  abutters,  Dorchester  street,  from  Eighth  street 
to  Dorches'.er  avenue,  the  cost  to  the  city  not  exceed- 
ing $37.50  per  month. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  move  to  amend  by  inserting 
in  place  of  Eighth  street,  the  words  "Broadway  and 
Dorchester."  The  whole  street  is  macadamized  and 
is  in  a  very  bad  condition.  It  is  not  sprinkled  now,and 
the  high  winds  blow  off  the  surface.  I  think  it 
should  be  sprinkled  in  conjunction  with  the  abut- 
ters. 

Alderman  Tucker— It  strikes  me  we  should  have  to 
change  the  price  per  month.  I  would  like  to  know 
what  the  distance  is?  How  much  farther  is  the  dis- 
tance from  Broadway? 

Alderman  Hersey— It  is  about  a  third  longer. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  suggest  thai    it 


be  sent  back  to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  so  as  to 
regulate  the  price. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  move  that  the  order  be  recom- 
mitted. 

Alderman  Slade— I  don't  know  as  I  shall  object  to 
its  being  referred  back.  Last  year  this  street'  was  to 
kuve  been  paved  with  granite  blocks;  the  order  was 
passed  to  that  effect,  but  on  account  of  the  request  of 
many  peopie  living  on  that  street  it  was  changed  to 
macadam.  The  street  is  built  up  solid  through  !ts 
wiiole  leogtb.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  fact  that  the 
city  owns  two  schoolhouses  on  that  street  we  suould 
not  have  felt  justified  in  voting  any  money  to  water 
that  street,  because  if  we  open  the  door  to  water  the 
whole  leugth  of  the  streetldon't  know  where  we  are 
going  to  stop  watering  macadamized  streets.  The 
committee  considered  this  matter  carefully  and  went 
just  as  far  as  their  consciences  would  allow  them.  I 
certainly  canrot  consent  to  furnish  money  to  water  a 
street  that  is  built  up  as  solidly,  as  that  street  is,  any 
further  than  it  is  justice  for  us  to  do.  1  think  they 
are  asking  too  much  to  have  it  watered  the  whole 
length,  for  if  we  grant  that  I  don't  know  where  we 
shall  stop. 

Alderman  Hersey — The  remarks  of  the  Alderman 
will  apply  to  the  other  portion  of  the  street.  The 
largest  schoolhouse  in  South  Boston  is  on  the  part  of 
the  street  I  have  mentioned;  also  the  ward  room  and 
engine  house.  I  do  not  wish  to  oppose  this  order, 
but  will  withdraw  the  motion  and  bring  in  mine  as  a 
separate  order. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn  and  the  order  was 
passed. 

Report  and  order — That  the  permit  granted  to 
Stearns  &  George,  J  a  nary  19,  1880,  to  erect  tele- 
graph poles  on  Eastern  avenue  (now  Congress  street) 
and  A  street,  from  the  Congress-street  bridge  to  First 
street,  be  assigned  to  the  American  Bell  Telephone 
Company,  upon  said  company  agreeing  t-i  comply 
with  the  conditions  contained  in  said  permit     Order 


Report  and  orders— That  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  Company  be  authorized  to  discontinue  the 
present  sidewalk  on  the  southerly  side  of  Kneeland 
street  between  Lincoln  and  Utica  streets,  provided  it 
will  construct  a  new  sidewalk  upon  its  own  land  in 
front  of  the  new  depot  on  said  Kneeland  street;  and 
for  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  furnish  and  set 
edgestones  and  pave  the  sidewalk  on  the  westerly 
side  of  Utica  street  adjacent  to  the  new  depot  of  the 
Bcsson  &  Albany  Railroad  from  Kneeland  street  to 
a  point  341  feet  southerly  of  said  street,  and  to  re- 
port to  this  Board  a  schedule  of  the  cost  thereof, 
said  sidewalk  to  be  eight  feet  in  width.  Orders 
passed. 

Reports  and  orders— For  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of 
estates  of  Jeremiah  Ryan,  corner  of  C  and  Seventh 
streets;  Union  Institution  for  Savings,  532  Dorchester 
avenue;  Win.  &  Hannah  Stark,  626  E.  Fourth  street; 
Andrew  Woodside,  273  Havre  street;  .lane  Cialvin, 
184  H  street;  James  Gushing,  12  Highland  avenue; 
Hannah  Stark,  92  to  102  I  street;  Minnie  P.  Dean,  209 
Walnut  avenue.    Orders  passed. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  upon  the  petition  of 
the  Charles-river  Street  Railway  Company  tor  a  loca- 
tion in  certain  streets  in  the  Brighton  district  of  the 
city  of  Boston.    Accepted. 

The  Committee  on  Paving  to  whom  was  recommit- 
ted the  petition  of  the  Cambridge  Railroad  Company 
for  an  extension  of  its  location  in  Brighton,  respect- 
fully recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order. 

For  the  committee. 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  heretofore 
granted  to  the  Cambridge  Railroad  Company  to  lay 
down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the  city  oi' 
Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the  right  to  lay  down 
a  single  track  on  Market  street,  Brighton,  between 
Washington  street  and  Western  avenue,  and  to  con- 
nect the  same  by  means  of  curved  tracks  with  the 
track  of  said  company  as  now  laid  down  on  said 
Washington  street.  Said  company  shall  also 
have  the  right  to  lay  down  a  single  track  on 
Western  avenue  from  the  track  located  by  this  order 
on  Market  street  to  the  dividing  line  between  the 
city  of  Boston  and  the  city  of  Cambridge.  Also  a 
single  track  on  North  Harvard  street  from  the  track- 
located  by  this  order  on  Western  avenue  to  the 
dividing  line  between  the  city  of  Boston  and  the  city 
of  Canibridge.  Said  company  shall  also  have  the 
right  to  construct  turnouts  on  Market  street,  on 
Western  avenue  and  three  on  North  Harvard 
street.  The  tracks  and  turnout?  located  by  this 
order  being  shown  on  plans  drawn  by  J.  G. 
Chase,  civil  engineer,  dated  July  11,  188K  and  de- 
posited in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets. 
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The  right  to  lay  down  the  tracks  and  turnouts  lo- 
cated by  this  order  is  upon  condition  that  the  whole 
work  oi  laying  dowu  said  tracks,  and  the  form  of 
rail  used,  shall  be  aader  the  direction  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  and 
Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  shall  be  ap- 
proved by  them.  Also  upon  condition  that  the 
occupied  by  said  tracks,  and  eighteen 
niches  outside  thereof,  shall  be  paved  with  granite 
blocks,  to  the  satisfaction  of  said  Superintendent  of 
Streets.  Also  upon  condition  that  said  Cambridge 
Railroad  Company  shall  accept  this  order  of  location 
and  shall  agree  in' writing  to  comply  with  the  eondi- 
toin  contained  and  shall  file  said  acceptance 
and  agreement  with  the  City  Clerk  within  thirty  days 
Of  the  passage  of  this  order;  otherwise  it  shall  be 
null  and  voii. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Subsequently  Alderman  Breck  stated  that  the 
T'nion  Railroad  had  materials  ready  to  begin  laying 
the  tracks  immediately,  and  he  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.  The  board  refused 
to  reconsider. 

ARMORIES.     . 

Alderman  Slade  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  pail  for  rent 
of  armory  of  Co.  L,  Sixth  Regiment,  M.  V.  .M..  at 
the  corner  of  Cambridge  and  North  Russell  streets, 
the  sum  cif  $900  per  annum,  said  allowance  to  date 
Lpril  1, 1881,  and  to  continue  until  otherwise 
ordered,  and  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for 
armories. 

Ordered.  Tiiat  the  order  passed  December  11, 1877. 
establishing  the  rent  of  the  armory  above  mentioned 
at  the  rare  of  $600  per  annum  be  and  the  same  is 
inde  1. 

Passi 

THE  SPRINKLING   OF  DORCHESTER  AVENUE. 

Alderman  Hersey  offered  an  order  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  consider  the  expediency  of  water- 
ing that  portion  of  Dorchester  avenue  between 
Broadway  and  Bignth  street,  in    conjunction  with 

the  abutters,  an  I   report  the   expense  thereof  to  this 
b  ard.    Passed, 

BAT, LOT  BOXES. 

Alder  nan  Vilea  submitted  the  following: 
The  special  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
communication  from  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  calling 

attention  to  the  provisions  of  Section  .3  of  Chapter 
291,  acts  of  1881,  entitled  An  act  in  relations  to  elec- 
tions in  host,  in,  'Usiderea   the  subject,  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  report.    The  section 
red  to  reads  as  follows: 
■  set. :;.  The  City  Cierk  shall  send  to  the  officers  of 
ecinct,  before  the  opening  of  -the  polls  on  ev- 
ery elci                         1 1  -tamps  and  ballot  boxes  as  may 
be  approved  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.    No  ballot 


removed  from  the  ballot  box  in  any  precinct 


be  upon 
shall  be 
while  the  polls  are  open,  and  the  ballots, 'upon   the 

i  the  polls,  -hall  be  counte  1  by  the  precinct 
officers  in  the  presence  of  the  supervisors,  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  exclude  the  voters  of  the  pre- 
cinct while  the  ballots  are  being  counted.  Immedi- 
ately after  the  closing  of  the  polls  the  precinct  offi- 
all  cause  the  check  lists  in  their  respective  pre- 
cincts to  be  sealed  up  and  delivered  to  a  police  officer, 
who  shall  convey  the  same  forthwith  to  the  office  of 
the  City  Clerk.  After  toe  ballots  have  been  counted, 
they  shall  tie  sealed  up  in  an  envelope,  as  now  pro- 
vided by  la>v,  or  in  the  ballot  boxes,  if  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  shall  so  direct;  and  such  envelopes  or 
boxes  shall  then  be  endorsed  as  now  provided  by  law, 
and  shall  forthwith  be  delivered  to  a  police  officer, 
who  shall  convey  the  same  without  delay  to  rhe  office 
ci  the  City  Clerk.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  may  pass 
such  regulations  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the  stamps 
and  billot  boxes  and  the  manner  of  receiving,  count- 
ing and  returning  the  votes,  as  they  may  deem  expe- 
rtlent,  provided  such  regulations  are  not  inconsistent 
with  the  provisions  of  law;  and  if  any  person  wilfully 
in  gleets  or  re; uses  to  comply  with  any  of  such  regu- 
lations, be  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the  House 
oi  Correction  not  exceeding  six  months.'' 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen  are  re- 
quired to  perforin  two  acts:  first,  to  approve  the 
stamps  and  ballot  boxes  which  the  City  Clerk  is  to 
send  to  the  polling  places;  and,  second,  to  pass  rega- 
in regard  to  the  use  of  such  stamps  and  boxes 
and  the  manner  of  receiving,  counting  and  returning 

As  it  will   take   some   time   to   manufacture 
rer  stamps  and  boxes  the  board  may  see  fit  to 
approv.  jary  that  this  part  of  the      ' 

should  he  acted  upon  immediately;  the  adoption  of 
rule-  and  regulations  rofly  be  left  for  future  onsid- 
erntion. 


The  committee  have  carefully  examined  the  several 
cancelling  or  "anti-fraud"  ballot  boxes   which   have 
been  submitted,  and  have  given  the  merits  of  each 
box  due  consideration.     'I  he   result  is   that   they  be- 
lieve that  the  box  manufactured  by  Mr.  James  S. 
Savage  combines  in  a  greater  degree  than  any  of  the 
Others  the  advantages  of  simplicity,  economy  and  du- 
rability, while  at  the  same  time  affording  equal  pro- 
tection against  fraud,  and  they,  therefore,  recom 
mend  the  approval  of  that  box  by  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen.   The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  resolve  and  order. 
Clinton  Viles,         ) 
Chas.  H.  Hersey.     [  Committee. 
Chas.  H.  B.  Breck,) 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Aldermen  hereby  ap- 
proves of  the  ballot  box  manufactured  by  James  S. 
Savage,  for  use  at  elections  in  the  city  of  Boston. 

Ordered,  That  the  special  committee  on  ballot 
boxes  be  authorized  to  contract  with  James  S.  Savage 
for  furnishing  125  ballot  boxes,  at  a  price  not  exceed- 
ing .$15  each,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  election  expenses. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  have  a  petition  here  from 
Mr.  S.  T.  Bacon,  who  states  tiiat  he  has  made  very 
great  improvements  in  his  ballot  box,  which  I  should 
like  to  have  read,  and  I  will  then  move  that  the  mat- 
ter be  laid  upon  the  table  for  one  week  in  order  to 
give  Mr.  Bacon  an  opportunity  to  show  what  his  im- 
provements are. 

The  chairman  read  the  connnunieatioii.statiug  that 
Mr.  Bacon  had  male  improvements  in  his  ballot  box, 
and  requesting  that  action  upon  the  report  be  de- 
ferred for  one  week. 

Alderman  Viles— Mr.  Bacon  states  in  his  commu- 
nication that  the  ballot  box  reported  has  found  favor 
with  a  portion  of  the  committee.  I  wish  to  state 
that  the  committee  were  unanimous  in  recommend- 
ing the  box  which  has  been  reported.  The  commit- 
tee have  had  several  hearings  and  given  this  matter 
careful  consideration.  We  heard  Mr.  Bacon  and 
gave  public  hearings  to  the  petitioners  who  came 
before  us.  We  have  carefully  examined  all  the  bal- 
lot boxes  which  have  been  before  us  and  deemed  the 
one  reported  the  best  for  the  city  of  Boston  to  adopt. 
A\  8  think  ,t  is  pi :  of  'Vim.  t  fraud  of  mv  kind.  The 
box  is  here.  If  the  City  Messenger  will  set  it  upon 
the  table  the  members  of  the  board  can  have  an  op- 
portunity to  look  at  it  and  see  its  workings.  The 
hoard  can  take  a  recess  of  live  minutes  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  have  no  question  but  that 
the  committee  have  done  their  duty  carefully  and 
made  up  their  minds  conscientiously;  but  inasmuch 
as  Mr.  Bacon  says  he  has  made  important  improve- 
ments and  will  show  them  to  the  committee  this 
wstt,  I  thn:l.  it  will  be  entirely  satisfactomlly  sot 
tied,  if  it  is  laid  over. 

Alderman  Hersey — The  improvements  made  were 
explained  to  the  committee.  It  was  a  device  to  put 
an  additional  stamp  upon  the  ballot.  This  box  has  a 
device  to  accomplish  the  same  purpose  This  seemed 
to  the  committee  lei:S  liable  to  get  out  of  order, 
and  has  everything  else  that  is  desirable  to  at- 
tach to  a  ballot  box.  The  other  method  took  away 
the  secrecy  of  the  ballot.  All  that  was  necessary 
was  to  pick  out  a  ballot  to  show  a  person  voted.  I 
have  no  objection  to  the  matter  going  over  however. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  think  this  matter  can  be 
settled.  The  committee  who  had  this  matter  in 
charge  had  full  opportunity  to  consider  it  and  have 
made  their  report.  Both  boxes  were  exhibited  to 
them;  and  if  we  open  the  thing  now,  and  Mr.  Bacon 
should  be  successful,  I  have  no  doubt  the  owner  of 
the  present  box  will  make  some  other  improvements 
and  ask  to  have  it  lay  over  another  week.  This  box 
has  been  much  improved  from  what  it  was  when  first 
exhibited.  I  thinK  both  gentlemen  have  had  a  fair 
chance  before  the  committee,  and  that  we  should 
stand  by  the  box  recommended.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
fair  to  open  the  door  to  a  party  when  he  finds  he  is 
losing [ground.  Either  gentleman  can  make  changes 
through  all  eternity.  I  believe  that  either  box  will 
accomplish  the  result  intended.  I  hope  we  shall  go 
right  on  with  the  result  obtained. 

Alderman  Breck— lam  in  favor  of  the  motion  of 
the  Alderman  from  the  Dorchester  district,  that  the 
matter  be  laid  over  for  one  week,  for  this  reason: 
Mr.  Bacon  lias  visited  me  and  told  me  that  there  was 
a  good  deal  of  the  hearing  that  he  did  not  under- 
stand on  account  of  the  difficulty  he  has  in  hearing. 
He  did  not  understand  that  part  of  the  hearing  in 
regard  to  the  price  and  the  time  in  which  the  boxes 
were  to  be  completed,  He  thought  that  if  he  had  an 
opportunity  to  explain  it  to  the  committee  he  could 
show  that  he  could  make  his  box  as  simple  as  this  one 

is  :l'|l|    lllliell       he  IpeJ 

Alderman   Whitten— 1    know    nothing    about   the 
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price  or  the  reason  he  wanted  it  referred  back  to  the 
committee,  other  than  that  he  had  made  important 
improvements  in  his  box.  That  is  the  ground  upon 
which  I  wanted  it  referred  back.  Perhaps  it  would 
bo  better  to  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table, 
and  move  to  refer  it  back  to  the  committee,  with  in- 
structions to  examine  Mr.  Bacon's  improvements  and 
report  back  to  the  next  meeting. 

Alderman  Haldeman— The  remarks  I  made  were 
purely  in  support  of  the  committee.  After  a  com- 
mittee have  examined  a  subject  and  made  their 
report  1  do  not  think  it  shonld  be  sent  back  simply 
because  the  inventor  has  made  some  changes.  It  is 
purely  a  question  of  competition  between  rival  in- 
ventors, as  to  which  shall  have  the  credit  of  having 
his  box  adopted  by  the  city  of  Boston.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  so  much  a  question  of  boxes  as  it  is  of 
having  a  particular  one  adopted  as  the  standard  by 
the  city  of  Boston.  That  is  why  I  think  the  com- 
mittee should  be  supported  when  they  have  gone  over 
the  ground  and  reported.  To  send  it  back  for  the 
reasons  given  is  simply  child's  play. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  think  the  gentleman  opposite 
must  have  labored  under  a  mistake  in  regard  to  the 
price.  I  should  like  to  understand  that  before 
voting,  because  it  will  make  some  difference  with 
me.  This  box  is  $15,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  order, 
and  the  lowest  price  of  a  box  furnished  by  Mr.  Bacon 
is  $40.  If  he  can  furnish  his  box  at  less  than  815  it 
will  make  a  difference  with  me.  I  think  the  gentle- 
man must  be  mistaken. 

Alderman  Breek — Being  one  of  the  committee,  and 
having  agreed  to  it,  and  it  being  a  unanimous  report, 
I  for  one  wish  to  see  it  adopted.  I  should  not  favor 
the  Alderman's  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  were  it 
not  for  the  reasons  stated.  Mr.  Bacon  visited  me  last 
Friday  and  spent  an  hour  and  a  half  in  my  counting- 
room.  The  other  gentlemen  of  the  committee  know 
how  long  he  is  in  explaining  his  matters.  He  told 
me  he  did  not  understand  that  part  of  the  hearing  in 
regard  to  the  price.  He  said  there  were  three  styles 
of  boxes  he  could  make;  one  for  $12.50,  which  is  quite 
plain  and  similar  to  this  one;  another  a  little  more 
complicacedjCosting  $15;  and  another ,which  lie  would 
furnish  for  $25,  which  would  contain  everything  that 
the  best  one  did.  I  suppose  he  had  the  same  conver- 
sation with  Aldermen  Viles  and  Hersey.  Those  were 
the  prices  he  gave  me— $12.50,  $15  and  $25. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  have  not  met  Mr.  Bacon  to 
have  any  talk  with  him  since  the  meeting ,  I  think ;  so 
I  do  not  know  of  these  priees,and  this  new,  improved 
box.  But  so  far  as  I  am  individually  concerned,  I 
am  in  favor  of  this  box  at  the  same  price.  I  think  it 
is  as  simple  as  can  be  and  has  all  the  desirable  fea- 
tures that  it  is  necessary  to  have.  I  do  not  think  the 
feature  of  consecutive  numbering  is  desirable;  it 
takes  away  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot.  This  box  lias 
the  feature  of  cancelling  each  ballot,  but  one  voter 
cannot  tell  how  another  voted.  It  has  a  device  for 
the  City  Clerk  to  attach  which  the  ward  officers  do 
not  know  and  cannot  ascertain  until  the  polls  are 
closed,  as  the  box  is  not  to  be  opened  until  after 
the  balloting  is  through.  There  doesn't  seem  to  be 
any  other  feature  which  is  desirable. 

Alderman  Viles— While  I  do  not  wish  to  hurry  any 
matter  of  so  much  importance  as  this,  but  time  is 
certainly  valuable  to  the  city  to  produce  125  boxes 
this  fall,  and  that  was  the  intention  of  the  committee 
in  reporting  it  now.  The  price  did  not  enter  into 
my  mind.  "We  wanted  the  best.  This  was  the  low- 
est price  offered.  I  do  not  think  it  is  right  for  a  man 
to  come  and  offer  to  make  a  box  at  a  less  price  after 
he  has  got  the  benefit  of  our  report.  The  committee 
think  this  is  the  best  box  that  can  be  made.  We 
have  examined  Mr.  Bacon's  box  closely,  and  heard 
him  time  and  again.  I  have  no  preference  for  this 
box  except  because  I  think  it  is  the  best.  I  have  no 
preference  for  Mr.  Savage,  never  knew  him,  ami 
never  saw  him  except  when  he  was  before  the  com- 
mittee. We  had  the  experience  of  A  klerman  Hersey 
on  the  committee,  who  is  a  great  mechanic,  and  we 
think  this  is  the  best  box. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  do  not  think  the  price  should 
enter  into  it  as  long  as  they  consider  it  the  best  box. 
The  only  reason  Mr.  Bacon  asks  for  a  postponement 
is  that  he  has  made  certain  improvements  which 
make  it  better  than  this,  in  his  opinion.  It  seems  to 
me  that  no  harm  will  be  done  by  letting  it  lay  over 
for  a  week. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  have  no  interest  in  either 
of  the  parties,  except  as  the  committee  have  reported. 
I  would  be  willing  to  have  this  laid  over  for  a  week, 
provided  the  gentlemen  will  allow  the  inventor  of 
this  box  to  come  in  here  and  dicker  again  in 
case  he  should  lose  his  present  status.  I  have  no 
doubt  he  can  maxe  his  box  cheaper  than  the  present 
one,  and  take  off  some  appliances.  If  the  city  is  go- 
ing into  dickering  with  mechanics  we  should  give  all 


a  fair  show  and  keep  it  up  until  the  fall,  when  we 
shall  want  the  boxes. 

Alderman  Hersey— This  is  as  much  the  Bacon  box 
as  it  is  the  Savage  box.  They  are  united  in  the  own- 
ership of  the  patents.  The  other  one  is  owned  by 
Mr.  Bacon  entirely. 

A  lderrnan  ■Whitten— If  Mr.  Bacon  is  interested  in 
this  it  shows  that  he  is  doing  a  good  thing  for  the 
city  of  Boston.  If  Mr.  Savage  should  come  in  here 
a  week  from  to-day  and  say  that  he  has  made  im- 
portant improvements  I  should  be  in  favor  of  giving 
him  a  chance  to  show  them.  I  think  the  city  sliould 
have  the  best  ballot  box  it  can  get. 

Ihe  order  was  laid  over. 

CARE  OF  PLANTS  DURING  THE  WINTER. 
Alderman  Breek  offered  an  order— That  there  be 
allowed  to  William  Doogue,  Superintendent  of  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grounds,  the  sum  of  $1500,  on  ac- 
count of  the  use  of  his  greenhouse  and  furnishing 
fuel  and  pots,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 
Passed.     Sent  down. 

MIDDLESEX  RAILROAD. 

Alderman  Caldwell  presented  the  following: 
To  the  HjnoraUe  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the   City  of 

Boston. 

The  Middlesex  Railroad  Company  respectfully 
represent  that  the  travel  upon  all  their  lines  has  in- 
creased to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  now  impossible  to 
accommodate  their  patrons  without  running  a  greater 
number  of  cars  upon  all  of  their  said  lines  than  that 
fixed  by  your  honorable  board  on  December  26th, 
1878,  wherefore  said  company  respectfully  petition 
for  the  right  to  run  an  increased  number  of  cars 
sufficient  to  accommodate  their  patrons  upon  all  of 
their  said  lines  within  the  city. 

Middlesex  Railroad  Co., 

by  Chas.  E.  Powers,  President. 

Boston,  July  12th,  1881. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  board : 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions to  occupy  stables  as  follows:  E.  Rollins  Morse, 
on  Newbury  street  near  West  Chester  park;  John  H. 
Forst,  Washington  street  near  Lagrange  street. 
Ward  23;  W  F.  Mullm.  trustee,  24  Blue  Hill  avenue. 
Ward  20;  Henry  Sullivan,  Centre  street  near  Ded- 
ham  line,  Ward  23:  Mary  J.  Wood,  rear  834  Albany 
street,  Ward  20;  Michael  Donnevan,  next  to  75  Mid- 
dle street,  Ward  15;  Patrick  Crowley,  on  Afford 
srreet  opposite  Carnes  street,  Ward  4;  H.  C.  Haven, 
corner  Commonwealth  avenue  and  Exeter  street, 
Ward  11.    Severally  accepted. 

VANDALISM      ON       THE      COMMON      AND      PUBLIC 
GROUNDS. 

Alderman  Haldeman  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court  at  its'  next  session  for 
the  passage  of  an  act  authorizing  the  appointmei.t  of 
a  police  force,  independent  of  the  regular  police 
force,  for  the  protection  of  the  public  grounds  of  the 
city. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  offer  that  order  in  conse- 
quence of  numerous  acts  of  vandalism  on  the  Com- 
mon and  public  grounds.  Last  spring  the  Commit- 
tee on  Common  were  obliged  to  appeal  to  the  Police 
Commissioners  for  assistance  in  protecting  the  pub- 
lic grounds,  but  nothing  was  done.  Recently  it  ap- 
pe  M*  that  further  acts  of  vandalism  have  been  com- 
mitted. On  the  night  of  the  fireworks  a  number  of 
trees  were  injured,  the  soldiers'  monument  was  de- 
faced, the  marble  stained  by  men  sitting  around  it 
and  doing  improper  things,  there  being  no  policemen 
there.  It  seems  there  was  no  one  to  look  after  tin 
public  grounds,  and  the  rabble  were  allowed  to  do  as 
they  pleased.  It  seems  to  me  there  should  be  some 
independent  police  force  for  this  purpose. 

Alderman  Breek — 1  agree  with  the  Alderman  op- 
posite that  there  is  some  protection  needed  for  the 
trees  and  statues  on  the  Common  and  public  grounds. 
There  was  much  damage  done  to  the  soldiers'  monu- 
ment on  the  night  of  the  fireworks;  the  railing  was 
broken,  the  base  of  the  monument  was  sadly  disfig- 
ured by  tobacco  juice;  the  bark  was  torn  off  the 
young  trees  seven  or  eight  years  old,  which  were  just 
beginning  to  look  well.  But  at  the  same  time  1  do 
not  believe  in  the  passage  of  that  order,  and  1  move 
that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Hersey — The  same  difficulty  in  regard 
to  depredations  by  roughs  exists  all  over  the  city. 
In  the  section  which  I  have  the  honor  to  in  part  rep- 
resent these  depredations  are  going  on  constantly 
Trees  are  stripped  of  the  bark,   fences  are  mutilated, 
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and  all  sorts  oi   mischief  are  going  on.    The  trouble 

o  bi    thai   the  ]  not  sufficient. 

There  ari  m  the  depart- 

i  ue  the  better 
I  ion  would   be  to  increase 
i  he  ..  :j  ayei  -   would  be 
o  be  taxed  for  tin  |>r  tectioii  of  their  property. 
ii  all  as  law-abiding  a 
i  -   as  we  ought  to  be.    There  is  a 
rougher  clement  there  than  in  some  other  sections. 
My  alt   !  died   to  this   to-day,   and  I  think 

that  a  propel'  order  would  be  one  looking  to      me  In- 
.  police  force. 
Al.lerman  Curtis— Whilst  I  agree  with  the  Alder- 
uii  with  tlie  Alderman  before  him,  that 
iioul't  be  protected  on  such  gi eat  days 
as  we  had  on  the  sixth  of  July  at  the  time  of  the  fire- 
works, ;md  that  our  public  squares  should  be  protee- 
our  police,  I  cannot  agree  with  him  to  put 
res  into  the  legislature  any  more.    1  think  we 
have  ha<i  statute  law  enough  for  the  city  of  Boston 
already.     I  don't  believe  1  shall  vole  lo  place  the  city 
i  j;  stou  under  any  more  statute  law.    I  should  he 
happy  to  cast  my  vote  to  take  it  from  under  statute 
law  under  which  we  have  commissions  to-day.    If 
the  city  of  Boston  is  not  competent  to  place  a  police 

liber  Common  and  public  squares  to   p 

them,  I  think  it  is  high  time   the   State  should   take 

hold  of  the  city  of  Boston  and  take  care  of  that. 

Where   can    we   go  and   he  ao>   better   protected 

than    we     are    b      our    own    men?     There   is    no 

use    in   askiog  the  state  to  protect  the  Common: 

toitany  better  than   we  can.    Vim  m  n 

put  all  tin-  officers  01  the  state  nn  the  Common,  and 

yon  wouldn't  be  I  any  better  than  you  arot  = 

lay.  If  you  arc  not  protected  to-day.  take  yourselves 

from  under  statute  law,  abandon  your  Police  Oom- 

.     your  f  n'  i  :  I  I  will 

guarantei  at  in  such  a  man  as 

you  ought  to  put   "  mmon  and  tree  and 

■.ill  be  protected.     There  is  too  much  red 

i. ul    this     thin;;'.       You   •<ml  I    go    I 

Chief  of   Police  and   tell  him  that  yon'.. 

there  ami  you  wanted  your  pn 
piotected,  and  I  will  guarantee  that  it  would  be  pro- 

pouuger  than  1  am  1  would  . 
take  the  position  and  e  to  have  tin 

tm  ii  protected  or  I  would  have  h  sunk.   I  was  on  the 
on  20  years  ago  and  succec  le  i  in  protecting  it; 
ml  the  i  ay,  if  you  will  bring  tacm 

and   not   gi 
liminarics,  and 
.ill  they  want  to  be  told  is  to  do  their  duty.    That  is 
what  you  arc  hiring  your  police  for.    Put  confidence 
icm  that  i:  they  don't  do 
'!.    oive  us  such   a 
police  fo  I   'ii    pu-t   years,   an 

wouldn't  ■   ■  ■-:  and  you  will 

ii  you  have  under  your  Com- 
missioner lou't  let  us  put  ourselves 
under  thi  Weare  under  it  enough, 
.  iid  we  Know  it.    You  know  we  have  too  mui  I 

and  that  is  where  all   the   trouble   is. 
Part  of  our  loco  arc  under  ordinance  and  a  part 
:  said,  Mr.  Choir- 
man,  part  are    :  '"!  pari  eleel 

e.l  by  the  people.     How  can  you  i  airy  on   the  city  of 
to  the   citizens?     I 
Icr  such  a  sys- 
tem.   It  isn't  in  the  power  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
i"   i       I  .i"  I  ' .'.  .  lei  the  Board 
men  tube  care  oi   the  beadE  of  departments, 
and  1  will  guarantee  that  the  trees  and  flowers  on 
the  Comn  cted.    Neither  do  I  believ, 

today  that  there  :s  any  need  of   an  increase  of  the 
police    tore.  —  not    one.      I   don't  want  the  force  in- 
Uy  more.      We  lev,    good  men  ou  the  police 

uough.     Tell  them  what  their  duty  is 
and  tell  them  to  do  it;  ami  l  will  guarantee  that  they 
Bui  tin  |   ivaul  a  chief  they  can  look  to, 
i   far  distant 
when  they  will  have  a  chief  that  is  a  chief,  and  when 
In-  gets  power  to  command  them  they  will  obey. 
Alder  nol  going  to  make  a  -., 

but  shall  say  a  few  words  and  asfi  a  question.    The 
that  some  time   ago   there    was 
gri  at  vandal,  -in  reported  as  committed  ou  the  Com- 
e  torn  up   and   one   oj   the    beautiful 
i  member  that  -a  petition 
Committee  ou  Coin, 
a  thorough  inv<  They  have  not  re, 

t  .  investigated  the  matter 

.    I  death  ah  at 

a  fortnight  before  the  vandalism  occurred     I  believe 

to  a  few  dol- 

ormaii— A-  Chairman  of  the  Commit 
Common]  am  not  aware  of  any  such  order  a 


tion  being  referred  to  Hie  committee.  We  have 
never  had  anything  of  that  land  bei     v  u 

Alderman  viles— Hasn't  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee done  anything  about  it? 

The  Chairman— There  has  been  nothing  of  the 
kind  before  the  committee. 

Alderman  Viles— the  chairman  said  at  the  time 
that  he  should  give  it  a  thorough  investigation  ami 
go  to  the  bottom  of  it.  I  have  never  heard  anything 
from  it  except  rumors. 

On  in,  tion  of  Alderman  Breck  the  order  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  the  following: 

Whereas    acts  of   vandalism   have  recently  been 

coi itted  on  the  Common,  whereby  valuable  trees 

have  been  injured  and  serious  damage  done  to  the 
sol  liers1  monument,  such  acts  being',  to  a  great  ex- 
tent,  attributable  to  the  inadequate  polii  e  protection 
which  is  furnished  on  the  Common,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioners  be  di- 
reeted  to  furnish  such  protection  to  the  Common  and 
other  public  grounds  of  the  city  as  may  be  satisfac- 
tory to  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds. 

Passed.     Sent  down. 

SliWEE  UEPOKTS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers: 

Reports  anil  orders  for  hearings  on  Monday  next, 
at  4  P.  M.,  on  the-expediency  of  constructing  sewers 
as  follows: 

In  Huntington  avenue,  between  Rogers  avenue  and 
i  ':n  street;  in  Camden  street,  between  Hunting- 
ton avenue  and  Falmouth  street;  and  in  Falmouth 
street,  between  t  amden  street  and  West  Chester 
Park 

In  Falmouth  street  from  Dalton  street,  southward- 
ly lit)  f,  ct,  in  land  of  Cora  L.  Shaw  and  others,  be- 
tween Dalton  street  and  Huntington  avenue,  and  in 
Cumberland  street. 

1'i  Regent  street,  between  Dale  and  Circuit  streets. 

orders  passed. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  J.  B. 
Davidson  ami  others,  for  abatement  of  assessments 
for  -ewer  in  Parker  street.    Accepted. 

( irdei's  to  build  Ci  nnnon  sewers  as  follows: 

In  Enfield  Street  (to  extend)  to  Hazel  street,  and  ill 
Hazel  street. 

In  Walnut  avenue,  between  Dale  and  Elmore 
streets. 

In  Rill  street,  Dorchester. 

In  Brighton  street,  between  Leverett  and  Lowell 
strict-. 

Ill  Joy  street,  between  Mt.  Vernon  place  and  Bea- 
■on  streets. 

Ii.  Leverett  street,  between  Spring  and  Cotting 
streets. 

In  Westminster  street,  between  Windsor  and 
Hammond  streets. 

Orders  passed. 

L.«.\'B   DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the  board: 

Or  lei  to  pay  ii  r  laud  taken  and  all  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  laying  out  of  streets,  as  follows:  D^ight 
Foster,  Oilman  Collamore  and  G.  F.  Richardson, 
trustee.-.  $7497.70,  extension  of  Huntington  avenue 
fioin  Camden  to  Parker  street.    Passed. 

l'llli   WOODWABD   DEFALCATION. 

Alderman  Curtis  proseuted  the  following: 
To  fif  City  Councilof  the  City  of  Boston. 

The  undersigned,  citizens  or  taxpayers  of  Boston, 
respectfully  represent  that  in  their  opinion  it  would 
i,e  inexpedient  and  inequitable  to  compel  the  City 
Treasurer  to  make  good  the  deficiency  in  the  city's 
funds,  caused  by  the  dishonesty  of  John  A.  Wood- 
ward, the  Cashier;  and  they  pray  the  honorable  City 
Council  to  take  such  action  as  will  exempt  Hie  Trea- 
surer from  being  liable  therefor: 

Samuel  Little.  John  J.  Soren.  John  J.Clarke, 
Robert  eodman,  Chas,  A.  Welch,  Edward  1).  Sohicr, 
Charles  C.  Cotting,  Thomas  B.  Wales,  Benjamin  F. 
Burgees,  Francis  B.  Hayes,  E.  C.  .Millikcn,  Pat 
tick  Grant.  Fred  11.  Bradlce,  Win.  Sohicr.  A.  A. 
Ranney,  Thomas  Wigglesworth,  Wm.  Gaston,  Seth 
.1.  Thomas,  Jonathan  French,  Henry  Lee,  Nath- 
aniel Walker,  David  Snow,  Samuel  R.  Payson,  P. 
W.  Chandler,  Chas.  Blake,  H.  H.  Hnnnewell, 
John  C.  Plata,  Samuel  Johnson,  Albert  Bow- 
ter,  \ugustus  Bass,  Charles  Faulkner,  Wm.  S. 
Baton,  Thomas  Mack,  John  Hogg,  Charles 
Mai  lb,  Kbcii  U.  Jcrdan,  \V.  B.  Potter,  Andrew  G. 
Ibonia-  Ooddard,  Nathan  Cu-hiiig,  Avery 
I'lnnie] ,  E.  P.  Morrill,  D.  A.  Dunbar,  Nathan  Rob- 
bii.,-,  jo-.  '  1 1  H  i  on :  ,  Ben].  Johnson,  freeman  J. 
I)i  e      Ii.    L.  Lawien.c,    John    P.    Squire,     lliomas 
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fjeavitt,  William  Pope,  Richard  J.  Monks,  Lutlier 
Adams,  Jacob  Sleeper,  Martin  Brimmer,  Moody 
Merrill,  Axel  Dearborn,  Edward  Lawrence,  John  1). 
W.  Joy,  Win.  Endicott,  Jr  ,  Timothy  T.  Sawyer, 
Moses  A.  Dow.  Geo.  W.  A.  Williams,  Geo.  P.  King. 
E.  G.  Byam,  Owen  Nawn,  John  Shepard,  Abraui 
French,  John  L.  ! teveusou,  Charles  W.  Wilder, 
Jacob  Pfaff,  John  B.  Baker,  Francis  A.  Osborn, 
P.  A.  Collins,  W.  A.  Tower,  T.  Albert  Taylor, 
Wm.  A.  Rust,  S.  A.  Carlton,  Charles  Torrey,  A. 
P.  Martin,  H.  C.  Preston,  Alexander  H.  Rice, 
Joseph  T.  Brown,  Isaac  Fenno,  A.  T.  Lowe,  Win. 
Atherton,  George  N.  Black,  William  C.  Tibbets, 
Thomas  H.  Russell,  John  G.  Davis,  Augustus  Flng-g, 
W.  A.  Haskell.  D.  D.  Kelly,  H.  D.  Jordan,  Patrick 
Moley,  Chas.  E.  Jenkins,  Chas.  R.  Train,  John  C. 
Ropes,1  Frank  Adams,  Asa  P.  Potter,  Jonas  H. 
French,  Edward  S.  Tobey,  Geo.  A.  Miner,  Edward 
Sands,  Wm.  t'crisins,  Moses  Williams,  Barnev  Corv, 
Thos.  Lamb,  J.  W.  Balch,  W.  V.  Blodgett,  Jolm  D. 
Bates,  Augustus  Richardson,  Chas.  Whiting,  R.  M. 
Morse,  Jr.,  Chas.  S.  Bates,  Geo.  A.  Wilson,  Godfrev 
Morse,  Nathan  Morse,  W.  Minot,  Geo.  Whitnev, 
Geo.  Young,  Abbott  Lawrence,  Geo.  O.  Carpenter, 
James  H.  Freeland,  Warren  Sawyer,  C.  J.  Bishop, 
G.  F.  Parkman,  John  P.  Spalding,  M.  Deighton, 
George  A.  Curtis,  Edward  I.  Browne,  George 
Lewis,  Thomas  P.  Proctor,  Linus  M.  Child, 
Chas.  E.  Powers,  J.  B.  Moors,  William  F.  Parker, 
Samuel  D.  Crane,  Benjamin  Humphrey,  Samuel 
Atherton.  Geo.  C.  Richardson,  Jolm  I.  Brewer,  S.  P. 
Dexter,  J.  W.  V  heelwright,  J.  S.  Kendall,  CharlPs 
J.  Prescott,  Henry  Lyon,  W.  H.  West,  J.  K.  Fuller, 
Ira  Bradley,  Wm.  H.  Hill,  Wm.  H.  Mann,  Thomas 
Dana,  Chas.  F.  Doimelly,  A.  R.  Whitney,  George  R. 
TJpham,  William  E.  Coffin,  H.  O.  Briggs,  C.  Allen 
Browne,  William  Read,  Edward  A.  White,  diaries 
Rollins,  Henry  Pfaff,  Charles  W.  Slack,  John  G. 
Wetherell,  D.  F.  Flagg,  Nathaniel  J.  Rust,  A.  J.  C. 
Sowdon,  Wm.  J.  R.  Evans,  William  Claflin,  R.  W. 
Robinson,  F.  H.  Manning,  Wm.  T.  Hart,  Noble  H. 
Hill,  S.  R.  Niles,  Josiah  S.  Robinson,  James  Power, 
B.  P.  Cheney,  William  Sheaf  e  and  Geo.  O.  Shattuck. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis,  to  a  jomt 
special  committee,  and  Aldermen  Curtis,  Slade  and 
Haldeman  were  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  board 
Sent  down. 

THE  BUILDING  LIMITS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis,  the  board  took 
from  the  table  the  report  and  ordinance  to  establish 
the  building  limits  in  Ward  22. 

A  remonstrance  was  read  from  F.  J  Ward  and 
others,  protesting  against  the  proposed  limits  in 
Ward  22. 

The  ordinance  was  passed.    Sent  down. 
ASPHALT  PAVEMENT  AND  CRUELTY    TO  ANIMALS. 

Alderman  Whitten  presented  a  remonstrance  from 
Wood.  Pollard  &  Co.,  and  others,  truckmen  and  ex- 
pressmen, protesting  against  the  use  of  asphalt  pave- 
ment in  Liberty  square ;  also  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Massachusetts  Society  for  the  Prevention 
of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  and  a  copy  of  a  London  paper 


on  the  subject  of  asphalt  and  it>  effect  upon  animals. 
Referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Paving. 
SAL  ABIES. 
On  motion  of   Alderman  Curtis,  it  was  voted   Hut 
when  the  board  adjourn  it  be  to  Wednesday  next  at 
12  M.  to  consider  the  Salary  bill. 

lirr  CASE  OF  MICHAEL  HOURIHAN. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police  on  thenctilion  of  Michael  Hourihan 
to  be  heard  in  relation  to  ill  treatment  by  members 
of  the  police  force,  recommending  the  passage  of  an 
order-  That  the  petition  of  Michael  Hourihan  be  re- 
f  erven  to  the  Police  Commissioners  with  a  request  to 
give  tbe  petitioner  a  hearing. 

Alderman  Viles  —  The  committee  have  no  jurisdic- 
tion in  the  matter.  It  is  entirely  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  commissioners.  Although  I  understand 
that  the  Alderman  from  South  Boston  has  received  a 
verv  personal  letter  on  the  matter,  there  is  nothing 
else  that  the  committee  can  do. 

The  order  was  passed. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHT. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings  on  the 
part  of  the  board  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of 
the  Globe  Newspaper  Company  for  leave  to  project 
an  electric  light  in  front  of  buildings  236  and  li.'js 
Washington  street.     Accepted. 

PUBLIC  PAJBKS. 

Alderman  Breck  moved  to  take  from  the  table  the 
order  relating  to  public  parks,  viz.: 

Reference  of  so  much  of  City  Doc.  93  as  relates  to 
West  Roxbury  Park,  to  Committee  on  Parks,  with 
instructions  to  report  a  plan  and  the  probable  cost  of 
said  park,  specifying  the  portions  bonded. 

Reference  of  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Arnold  Ar- 
boretum, to  Messrs.  Wheeler,  Whitmore  and  Fisk, 
to  be  joined. 

Reference  of  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Marine  Park 
at  City  Point, and  Charles-river  Embankment,  to  Com- 
mittee on  Streets. 

Reference  of  so  much  as  relates  to  Muddy-river 
project  and  to  parks  at  East  Boston  and  Brighton,  to 
Committee  on  Common,  etc. 

Alderman  Slade  said  he  did  not  feel  like  taking  up 
the  subject. 

Alderman  Curtis  said  it  would  cause  a  great  deal 
of  discussion  and  he  did  not  want  to  go  into  it  at 
present. 

Alderman  Hersey  suggested  that  it  be  assigned  to 
Wednesday  next. 

Alderman  Viles  said  that  if  they  felt  fresh  after 
getting  through  the  Salary  Bill  on  Wednesday,  they 
could  take  up  the  parks . 

•\  lderman  Breck  withdrew  the  motion,  hoping  the 
subject  would  be  taken  up  on  Wednesday  and  re- 
ferred to  the  proper  committee. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Tucker,  and 
stood  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next  at  12  o'clock  M. 
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Adjourned    regular  meeting  at   12   o'clock,   M., 
Alderman  O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 
JURORS    DRAWN. 

Thirty-six  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Su- 
perior Criminal  Court. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

Paving— John  P.  Spaulding  et  als.  that  Camden 
street  be  raised  to  the  grade  of  Huntington  avenue. 

H.  H.  Say  ward  and  others  that  the  grade  of  Bird 
street  and  Cedar  place,  Dorchester,  be  established, 
and  said  street  and  place  graded  to  conform  thereto. 

J.  L.  Bates  and  others,  that  I  street,  between  Fitth 
street  and  Broaaway,  aDd  Fourth  street  between  H 
and  K  streets,  be  warered  at  tbe  expense  of  the  city. 

Brush  Electric  Lighting  Co.,  for  leave  to  erect  a 
lamppost  on  the  comer  of  Tremont  and  Boylston 
t  treet  (Common  side). 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers — Jamaica  Pond  Ice 
Co.,  to  be  paid  for  the  loss  of  a  horse  in  a  catch  basin 
at  2241  Washington  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts— Request  of 
Index  Commissioners  for  an  appropriation  ot  $7700 
to  improve  the  indexes  of  the  Resristrv  of  Deeds. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims— Clarence  C. 
Wharff  to  be  reimoursed  for  expenses  incurred  by 
him  in  defending  suits  brought  against  him  for  his 
acts  in  the  line  of  his  dury  as  a  police  officer. 
LYING-IN  HOSPITAL. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Board  i  f  Health 
that  they  could  see  no  reason  against  renewiug  the 
license  of  Mary  S.  Ware  to  keep  a  lying-in  hospital 
at  4  Ferdinand  street.    Accepted.and  license  granted. 

WEIGHERS  AND  INSPECTORS  OF  LIGHTERS. 

The  report  for  the  quarter  ending  June  30th  of 

the  Inspector  and  VVeieher  of  Lighters  was  received 

and  sent  down.    Receipts,  $457.60;   expenses,  $15.50; 

net  income  divided  by  incumbents,  $442.10. 

CAMBRIDGE    RAILROAD. 

A.  communication  was  received  from  the  Cam- 
bridge Railroad  Company  accepting  the  order  of  lo- 
cation granted  bv  this  board  on  Monday  last,  and 
agreeing  to  comply  with  the  several  conditions  there- 
in named. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  the  following: 

Report  on  petition  of  George  Goodnow  tor  release 
of  certain  conditions  in  deeds  from  the  city  and  the 
modification  of  other  conditions,  with  an  order. 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  on  behalf  of  the  city 
an  instrument  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor, 
wbereby  the  city  shall  declare,  so  far  as  it  may  law- 
fully do  so  without  affecting  the  legal  or  equitable 
rights  of  other  persons  holding  titles  under  it,  that  the 
conditions  set  forth  in  a  deed  from  the  city  to  Horace 
C.Smith,  dated  August  1, 1861,  and  recorded  with 
Suffolk  Deeds,  book  802,  page  3,  and  the  conditions 
in  another  deed  from  said  city  to  Frances  A.  Tarr. 
dated  August  1, 1861,  and  recorded  with  said  deeds, 
book  802,  page  5,  shall  be  held  to  be  consiuered  as  re- 
strictions only,  and  that  the  same  shall  be  modified 
to  read  as  follows: 

1st.  The  front  line  of  all  buildings  which  shall 
hereafter  be  re-erected  on  the  front  of  said  laud 
shall  be  placed  on  a  Hue  parallel  with  said  Worcester 
street. 

2d,  No  building  more  than  twelve  feet  in  height 
shall  be  erected,  p  aced  or  extended  within  thirty 
feet  of  the  rear  of  said  land. 

3d.  Mo  building  which  shall  hereafcer  be  erected 
on  said  land,  shall  have  exterior  walls  of  anv  other 
material  than  brick,  stone  or  iron,  nor  be  used  or  oc- 
cupied as  a  stable. 

A  violat-on  of  either  of  said  restrictions  shall  in  no 
case  work  a  forfeiture  of  said  estate,  but,  in  case  of 
any  such  violation,  said  city  may  enter  upon  said 
land  and  abate  or  remove  forcibly,  if  necepsary,  any- 
thing erected,  placed  or  kept  hereon  in  violation  of 
said  rest>  ictions,  aud  at  the  expense  of  the  guilty 
party. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 


THE   SALARY    BILL. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis  the  board  tooK  up 
the  special  assignment  for  this  session,  viz:  Consio- 
eration  cf  the  remaining  sections  of  the  Salary  bill 
(City  Doc.  90.) 

.-  iderman  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Tue  board  Droceeded  to  consider  the  bill  section  by 
section. 

(Tne  side  heads  in  italics  indicate  the  report  of  the 
committee.) 

Sec.  1.  Mayor,  $5000.  On  motion  of  Alderman 
O'Brien  the  proposition  for  a  convention  of  the  City 
Council  to  fix  the  salary  of  the  Mayor  was  taken 
from  the  table. 

Alderman  O'Brien— The  salary  of  the  Mayor  was 
fixed  in  1864  at  $5000,  as  limited  by 'he  legislature. 
I  find  that  it  cannot  be  increased  except  by  an  act  of 
the  legislature.  At  the  time  the  Mayor's  salary  was 
fixed,  in  1864,  it  was  tbe  highest  paid  to  any  officer  in 
the  city  government.  But  there  was  a  limit  placed 
upon  it  by  the  legislature,  that  it  could  not  be  in- 
creased except  by  an  act  of  the  legislature.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  the  salary  of  the  Mayor  ought  to  oe 
the  higbest  paid  to  any  official  of  the  city  govern- 
ment. His  responsibilities  are  great  and  he  ought  to 
be  made  independent,  so  far  as  salaries  are  con- 
cerned. When  the  legislature  allowed  the  city  of 
Boston  to  fix  a  limit  of  $5000  for  his  salary,  the  City 
Clerk  received  $3500,  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  $3000, 
the  Treasurer  $3750.  It  was  evidently  the  intention 
of  the  city  government  and  tbe  legislature  at  that 
time  that  the  Mayor'?  salary  should  stand  highest  on 
the  list.  1  believe  it  ought  to  be  so,  and  will  there- 
lore  offer  the  following  order,  as  a  subst  tute  for  the 
one  proposing  a  joint  convention: 

Ordered,  That  application  be  made  to  the  next  le- 
gislature for  such  alteration  of  the  City  Charter  as 
will  enable  the  City  Council  of  Boston  to  pay  its 
Mayor  a  salary  not  exceeding  $8000  per  annum. 

The  substitute  was  adopted  and  passed.  Sent 
down. 

Stc.  2.  Mayor's  Clerk,  $1800.  Alderman  O'Brien 
— The  duties  of  tbe  Mayor's  Clerk  are  not  very  ardu- 
ous, but  require  a  great  deal  of  intelligence.  I  be- 
lieve he  ougbt  to  be  placed  on  a  par  with  other  clerks 
in  the  departments.  I  therefore  move  that  the  salary 
of  the  Mayor's  Clerk  be  fixed  at  $2000. 

Alderman  Slade— I  do  not  rise  to  object  to  tbis 
particularly,  but  1  want  to  say  for  the  Committee  on 
Salaries  that  this  paper  [document  90]  is  the  report 
of  the  committee.  They  went  over  the  whole  grouud 
of  salaiies  and  reported  a  bill  unanimously 
agreed  upon  by  them.  I  still  believe  it  was  a  proper 
report  to  make  and  pass.  If  the  board  wish  to  in- 
crease the  salaries  of  any  other  persons  In  the  city 
emplov  I  am  not  here  to  object  to  it,  because  I  was 
one  of  those  who  reported  this  bill. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  have  no  feeling  about  this 
business  other  than  this :  During  the  six  years  I  ha  ve 
been  in  the  board  the  salaries  of  city  officers  have 
never  been  equalized.  They  have  been  advanced  a 
certain  percentage,  and  when  a  reduction  came  it 
was  without  regard  to  the  services  rendered.  Now 
when  we  are  mailing  changes,  it  appears  to  be  a  good 
time  to  equalize  the  salaries.  It  never  has  been  done 
since  I  have  been  in  the  city  government,  and  I  think 
this  opportunity  should  not  be  lost. 

Alderman  Slade— What  does  the  Alderman  mean 
by  equalizing  salaries? 

Alderman  O'Brien — What  I  mean  by  equalizing 
salaries  is  to  be  just  as  well  as  generous  to  every 
head  of  a  department.  There  are  heads  of  depart- 
ments in  City  Hall  to  whom  we  pay  $2800,  $3000  and 
$3500.  I  defy  any  one  to  give  me  a  good  reason  why 
those  three  salaries  should  not  be  equal.  The  low- 
est salary  paid  to  a  head  of  a  department.  $2800,  is 
p  dd,  in  my  opinion,  to  the  head  of  a  departmentwho 
djea  the  greatest  amount  of  work.  There  are  de- 
partments where  we  pay  $2800,  $3000  and  $3500 
which,  to  be  just,  we  ought  to  equalize.  There  are 
other  matters  of  a  similar  kind  that  I  will  call  atten- 
tion to  when  they  come  up. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  differ  #ntirely  with  tbe  gen 
tleman.  To  be  just,  I  think  we  should  pay  salaries 
IB  proportion  to  tbe  responsibility  that  attaches  to 
the  po-ition.  Certain  positions  can  be  filled  by  men 
not  having  extraordinary  ability  and  talent; 
other  positions  require  good  judgement  and 
ability.  I  see  no  leason  why  we  should  make 
all  salaries  alike,  for  certainly  every  gentle- 
man must  know  that  some  of  the  positions 
here  require  but  very  little  ability  and  others  require 
a  great  amount.  TXke  the  City  Engineer :  we  ought 
to  have  the  best  talent  the  country  affords,  consider- 
ing what  schemes  we  are  undertaking  and  carrying 
through.  It  is  economy  for  the  city  to  pay  high  sal- 
aries m  order  to  got  tbe  best  talent. 

Alderu'an  O'Brien—  tbe   Alderman  opposite  says 
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hi'  differs  \\  itli  me.  1  am  happy  to  say  I  do  not  dif- 
fer from  Him.  I  propose  to  raise  salaries  and  |51nce 
tbeui  on  ah  equality  where  the  posirions  require  .an 
equal  amount  of  intelligence  aiiri  ability.  II'  t.lie  fjeu- 
i  Li  mi i  i  feels  as  lie  talks,  lie  will  vote  a*  I  do.  1  do 
not  propose  to  asl;  you  to  pay  a  laborer  i  He  same  sal- 
ary vwi would  pay  the  head  of  a  department,  ur 
anything -of  thai  kind.  I  propose  to  give  ttie  Heads 
of  departments  equal  salaries,  who  have  to  bring  us 
great  intelligence,  equal  talent  and  as  much  time  to 
their  work',  )f  the  board  will  back  me  up.  From 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  I  have  uo  doubt  I  will 
i  ave  his  vote  on  everv  proposition  I  make. 

Alderman  Frost — I  do  not  believe  we  shall  succeed 
in  equalizing  salaries  any  nearer  than  the  committee 
did.  We  all  know  the  committee  labored  haro  Ou 
this  question  and  brought  in  a  report,  which  has  been 
amended  in  some  respects.  The"  document  we  h<ve 
before  us  is  the  balance  of  the  report  not  acted  upon. 
In  my  oomion  mis  will  suit  the  majority  of  the  board 
much  better  than  any  bill  we  are  likely  to  get  by 
taking  it  up  item  by  item.  To  test  the  sense  of  me 
board  1  move  that  document  90  be  adopted  as  a 
whole.  The  board  can  act  as  ihey  see  lit,  but  I  think 
it  is  no  more  than  right  to  try  mat  first.  If  we  can- 
not agree  upon  it  as  a  whole,  we  can  take  up  the  bill 
item  by  item. 

Alderman  O'Brien — The  Alderman  wants  us  to  act. 
upon  this  bill  as  a  whole.  I  would  like  to  ask  hiui 
how  the  amount,  $1j,7u0,  to  be  paid  to  the  clerks  in 
the  Auditor's  Department^  disposed  of.  As  I  under- 
stand it,  the  item  of  clerk  hire  for  the  Auditor's  De- 
partment has  been  passed,  but  I  should  like  to  ask  if 
the  committee  can  explain  that  matter. 

Alderman  Slade— My  recollection  of  that  is  that  an 
appropriation  .va&  macte  to  pay  the  clerks  the  salaries 
fixed  by  the  Committee  on  Ac-counts,  and  thai  it  is 
Jie  salary  they  already  receive.  The  committee  had 
i  othing  ted;  with  fixing-  the  salariss  of  the  clerks, 
and  neither  has  this  board,  in  my  opinion. 

Alderman  O'Brien— The  board  nas  already  fixed 
the  clerk  hire  for  that  department.  I  am  sorry  that 
ir,  passed  in  bulk,  for,  like  a  great  many  other  things, 
it  was  not  looked  into  at  the  time.  I  do  not  believe 
the  cnmmitti-e  understood  it.  The  clerks  in  that  de 
paitment  received  respectively  last  year  $2500,  $1800, 
$1,000.  $1450,  §1400,  and  $1000.  The  clerks  in 
that  department  this  year  at  the  rate  of  $2800. 
$1700,  $190(1,  $1750.  $2100,  and  $1S00.  It  is  a  mutter 
chat  1  do  not  understand,  unless  that  a  year  ago  we 
voted  to  nut  a  bond,  cierk  in  that  department.  We 
voted  §2000  for  the  bond  clerk,  but  no  such  clerk  has 
been  appointed,  and  I  do  not  Tcnow  any  other  reason 
why  those  salaries  have  been  increased,  miles.-  that 
§2000  was  distributed  around  among  the  clerks  in 
that  depariment. 

Alderman  Siade— The  committee  knew  that  the 
bond  clerk  had  not  been  appointed.  The  $2000  was 
placed  i here  in  case  he  was  appointed.  The  com- 
mittee understood  that  the  additional  $2000  was 
placed  there  for  that  purpose. 

Alderman  Curtis— Is  the  $2000  there  at  present? 

Alderman  Slade— That  money  has  not  been  used. 
I  think  the  Alderman  will  find  that  out  if  he  makes 
inquiries. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  have  a  statement  from  the 
Treasury  Department,  handed  to  me  by  a  member 
of  i  he  Common  Council,  stating  that  the  chief  clerk 
in  the  Auditor's  department,  whose  salary  was  fixed 
last  ?ear  at  $2500,  received  $2800;  the  second  clerk, 
fixed  at  $1400,  received  $1700;  the  third  clerK,  $1000, 
received  $1900;  the  fourth  clerk,  $1450,  received 
$1750;  another  clerk,  whose  salary  was  $1800,  re- 
ceived $2100,  and  another,  fixed  at  $1000,  received 
$1300,  and  there  is  still  another  clerk  marked  iti  pen- 
cil. All  rhose  additions  have  been  made  at  the  rate 
of  $300  per  annum.  It  looks  to  me  as  though  the 
$2000  appropriated  for  rhat  purpose  last,  year  vvas 
distributed  around  among  the  clerks  in  the  depart- 
ment. 

'  Alderman  Slade — I  do  not  think  the  Committee  on 
Salaries  are  responsible  for  that.  We  have  nothing 
to  do  with  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  clerks.  The  com- 
mittee recommended  such  a  sum  as  was  lveoin- 
mtnded  by  the  committee  on  that  department.  We 
only  reported  the  amount  called  for  by  the  Auditor. 
I  hive  no  doubt  the  committee  on  that  department 
fixed  those  salaries. 

Alderman  O'Brien— In  June  those  clerks  were  paid 
at  the  rate  of  $2500  for  the  chief  clerk,  and  so  on,  an  1 
in  July  they  were  paid  at  the'increased  rate. 

Alderman  "Hersey— I  presume  the  explanation  of 
that  is  that  these  clerks  performed  the  liifcor of  the 
bond  clerk.  The  question  is  whether  the  Auditor 
has  power  to  fix  the  salaries  of  his  clerks  without 
comiug  to  this  board.  If  he  has  this  power  it  "rs'all 
right. 

Alderman  Tucker— test  there  should   be  a  wrong 


impression  go  abroad,  I  move  that  Mr.  Tur- 
ner be  called  before  the  board  to  give  an  explan- 
ation. I  am  ot  the  opinion  that  Alderman  Heis.  \ 
expressed,  that  the  clerks  in  the  Auditor  s  office  did 
the  work  that  the  bond  clerk  would  have  done.  In 
order  that  it  may  go  to  the  public  correctly,  I  move 
that  Mr.  Turner  be  called  before  us  to  give  an  ex- 
planation. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  hope  we  shall  do  nothing 
of  the  kind.  I  think  this  discussion  is  entirely  out  if 
order.  This  matter  has  been  disposed  of  so  far  as 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  aie  concerned,  and  the  sal- 
ary of  the  Treasurer  has  been  fixed,  and  we  are  new 
upon  the  salary  of  the  Mayor's  Clerk,  or  upon  adopt- 
ing the  bill  as  a  whole.  I  object  entirely  to  sending 
tor  Mr.  Turner.  If  auything  needs  explanation  it 
will  come  up  in  due  time  in  the  other  chamber.  The 
Common  Council  will  investigate  these  matters  very 
properly,  and  I  hope  they  will  do  so.  This  board  are 
thoroughly  committed  in  that  direction.  The  reason 
I  object  to  sending  tor  Mr.  Turner  is  on  account  of  a 
little  paragraph  which  has  been  going  around  some 
of  the  newspapers,  which  is  not  very  pleasant  It  is 
in  reference  to  tue  $0000  »■  lary  recommended  by 
the  committee  [reading]: 

"The  $9000  salary  is  practically  the  value  that  Mr. 
Turner  puts  upon  his  own  services.  That  sum  was 
fixed  upon  by  the  committee  because  it  was  accepta- 
ble to  him,  ano  because  it  was  asserted  that  he 
would  not  take  the  place  for  lf'ss.  Iu  fact,  the  com- 
mittee was  somewhat  bulldozed.  Mr.  Turner  knew 
his  power,  Knew  how  anxious  lots  of  people  were  to 
have  him  take  the  place,  and  felt  that  he  could  al- 
most dictate  his  own  terms.  And  so  he  could  and 
did." 

Alderman  Tucker — It  will  be  a  gre-d  injustice  to 
the  Auditor's  Department  to  have  the  matter  rest 
where  it  is.  The  remarks  made  by  Alderman  O'Brien 
would  certainly  cast  a  reflection  "that  theie  had  been 
$2000  appropriated  for  one  purpose  and  divided  up 
among  the  different  clerks,  without  explaining  why 
it  was  done.  The  Alderman  on  my  right  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Accounts  and  ought  to  see 
at  once  that  it  will  leave  a  very  unfavorable,  impres- 
sion, and  cause  a  wrong  opinion  to  be  formed,  which 
can  be  easily  cleared  up.  In  justice  to  the  Auditor's 
department  no  ought  to  have  an  exclamation  after 
the  remarks  made  by  Alderman  O'Brien.  The  tax 
payers  will  get  the  impression"  that  there  issomething 
crooked  about  that  department,  and  I  claim  that 
everything  is  straight  there. 

Alderman  O'Brien — At  the  last  meeting,  when  the 
Salary-  bill  came  up,  the  same  Alderman  accused  me 
of  talking  ahout  crookedness.  He  said  he  'presumed 
this  money  was  divided  among  the  clerks.  Did  I  say 
anything  more? 

Alderman  Tucker— If  the  Alderman  had  put  those 
words  in  his  remai'KS  I  should  not  have  arisen  from 
my  seat. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  did  put  them  in. 

Alderman  Frost — I  hope  we  will  nut  get  up  a 
wrangle  about  the  salary  matter.  If  the  Alderman 
has  found  a  mare's  nest  hi  the  last  year's  Salary  bill, 
I  hope  it  will  be  investigated,  and  if  there  isanythiug 
wroiig  that  it  will  be  found  out.  But  it  seems  to  me 
we  should  not  delay  action  by  goinsr  into  last  year's 
Work.' 

Allerman  O'Brien-  I  would  not  have  said  a  word 
abort  this  business  if  the  Alderman  had  not  asked 
me  to  vo  e  upon  this  bill  as  a  whole.  As  one  of  the 
Salary  Committee  he  cannot  stand  up  here  ami  give 
a  reasonable  explanation  ot  it.  I  do  not  want  to 
'  vdte  in  the  daik.  I  want  to  know  what  I  am  voting 
tor.'  If  we  had  voted  lor  thesalarvof  the  Auditor 
two  oi' three  meetings  ago,  I  would  Lave  raised  this 
question.  He  cannot  explain  why  we  vo:ed  that  sum 
for  clerk  hire  in  the  Auditor's  department. 

Alderman  Slade — I  thought  I  explained  that  be- 
fore We  called  the  department  before  the  com  - 
mitice.  So  much  money  was  asked  for  because  it 
hail  been  voted  by  the  committee  on  that  depart- 
ment, and  it -was  said  that  so  much  was  to  be  paid  to 
those  clerks.  This  squib  from  a  newspaper  which 
the  Alderman  has  read  amounts  to  shindy  this: 
The  committee  reported  $5000  for  the  Auditor's 
department.  Afterwards  the  matter  was  referred 
back  to  the  Committee  on  Salaries,  and  by  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  to  Nominate  a  City 
Treasurer,  the  Salary  Committee  recommerided  the 
increase  of  the  Treasurer's  salary.  It  was  not  the 
'  doing  of  the  Salary  Committee  at  all,  any  further 
than  to  report  what" came  directly  from  the  Cuinmit- 
tce  to  Nominate  a  Treasurer. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  wish  to  say  a  word  in  regard 
to  the  newspaper  article.  I  was  mi  the  committee  to 
nominate  a  city-treasurer.  1  deny  that  Mr;  Turner 
or  anybody  in  liis  behalf  tried  to  use  any  influence  or 
r<i  bulldoze  the  committee  to  fix  a  salary  at  which 
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In-  would  accept  the  position.  As  a  member  of  that 
committee  I  visited  him  at  his  ollice,  thinking  it 
Should  be  first  offered  to  hill).  I  do  not  think  he  was 
wise  to  accept  it,  but  still  I  thought  be  should  have 
it.  I  named  a  sum  which  I  thought  the  office  and 
tin  responsibility  attaching  to  it  were  worth— $10,000. 
ne  did  not  fix  any  sum,  but  said  he  Bhould  be  satis- 
fied with  less.  That  ended  the  conversation  with 
him.  He  never  has  sought  to  use  any  influence  upon 
that  committee,  or  the  committee  upon  the  Treasury 
department,  so  far  as  I  am  aware. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  am  very  glad  to  hear  the 
explanation,  because  it  will  neutralize  the  effect  of 
another  paragraph,  which  1  will  read: 

"Little  bits  of  back  history  are  constantly  coming 
out  in  connection  with  the  recently- settled  question 
of  the  Treasury  ship  nomination.  Mr.  Turner  has  re- 
peatedlv  asserted  that  he  hesitated  a  long  time  before 
he  could  consent  even  to  accept  tbenoniinatii  n.  But 
tell  '.his  to  the  knowing  ones  and  they  smile  sarcasti- 
cally. There  are  those  who  assume  to  know  what 
they  are  talking  about,  and  they  arc  in  positions  to 
know,  too,  who  say  that  Collector  Shcrwin  was  the 
first  :::a  :  talked  <f  in  offkial  l-ircles.  ai:d  even  in  the 
nominating  committee,  for  the  place,  but  that  he  re- 
fused even  to  allow  hi-  name  to  be  considered  until 
Air.  Dennie  was  absolutely  and  unequivocally  ou",  of 
the  contest.  But  delays  are  dangerous  in  politicalaf- 
airs,  and  no  one  knows  this  better  than  Mr.  Turner. 
Through  personal  considerations,  doubtless,  for 
.Mr.  Dennie,  (Vliectoi  Sherwin  let  the  golden 
opportunity  slip  away.  While  he  was  waiting  to 
have  the  way  geifectly  clear,  Mr.  Turner  waited 
for  no  such  contingency.  He  was  early  in  the  field 
a- a  candidate,  anil  a  persistent  one, too.  It  is  said  that 
many  of  the  members  of  the  nominating  committee, 
as  well  as  many  of  the  personal  friends  of  Mr.  'J  ur- 
ner.  urged  htm  not  to  enter  the  contest  for  the  place. 
Tuej  told  him  that  he  was  too  old  a  man.  anil  that  as 
Auditor  he  was  absolutely  certain  of  a  life  position, 
iii.isum"ii  a-  his  exi  erience  and  bis  abilities  in  the 
place  rendered  it.  impossible  foi  him  ever  to  be  in 
any  danger  ot  removal.  Hut  the  old  man  was  inex- 
orable as  fate.  His  qualifications  for  tbe  Treasury- 
ship  noi.e  could  deny.  These  were  urged  unremit- 
tingly, anil  then  his  long  and  valuable  service  of  the 
city,  hi-  high  standing  in  the  community,  his  incor- 
ruptibility, were  brought  in  as  reinforcing  argu- 
inents.  Mr.  Turner  worked  early  and  hard  for  hiui- 
self,  while  Mr.  Sherwin  waited.  So,  what  else  could 
the  committee  do?  While  really  wanting  Sherwin. 
it  gracefully  yielded,  and  presented  Turner.  Which 
IS  another  illustration  of  the  fact  that  the  gods  help 
those  who  help  themselves." 

Alderman  Breck— I  do  not  know  what  newspaper 
that  article  was  published  in,  but  I  believe  it  does  a 
eat  injustice  to  Mr.  Turner.  I  was  a  member 
of  the  committee  to  nominate  the  City  Treasurer,  and 
can  Bay  with  the  Alderman  from  South  Boston,  that 
Mr.  Turner  never  intimated  to  us  in  anyway,  orto 
me  in  particular,  in  any  manner  the  salary  that  lie 
desired  lor  the  position.  After  hearing  that  be  was 
a  candidate,  I  went  to  him  and  said:  Mr.  Turner,  I 
understand  you  are  to  be  a  candidate.  Well,  be 
v  friends  are  talking  about  it,  what  do  ycu 
think  about  if.'  1  said  I  thought  it  would  be  a  good 
tbin^  for  the  city.  Well,  said  he,  if  the  cily  govern- 
ment think  I  can  fill  that  position  and  do  better  for 
the  citv  than  I  can  in  the  Auditor's  department,  I 
will  take  it.  But  I  do  not  think  he  intimated  to  the 
committee  what  salary  he  should  have.  The  com- 
mittee consulted  with  him  as  to  the  amount  they 
thought  would  be  proper,  and  he  left  it  to  them. 
The  newspapers  which  published  tln.se  articles  have 
done  veiy  great  injustice  to  Mr.  Turner. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  think   it  is  very  unseemly 

for  us  to  go  into  this  wrangle  about  a  matter  which 

is  past  and  gone.     We  are  here  to  fix  the  remaining 

■  if  the  bill,  ami  not  to  talk   about   something 

don-  two  weeks  ago.     i   think   it   is   treating  a  city 

official  in  an  unfair  and   inigentlenianly   manner  to 

wspaper  articles  about a  thing  which  is  not  be - 

tore  us.    The  election  of  Mr.  Turner  is  not  before 

u-.     We  elected  him  Treasurer,  and  so  far  as  we  are 

■d  have    fixed    his   salary*   ami   now   we  are 

the  salaries  of  the  other  officials.    lam 

cJtairman  of  the  Committee  on  Treasury  Department. 

I  never  had  anything  to  do  with  electing  Mr.  Turner 

ler.    An  obi  uiend  ot  his  came  to  me  to  get 

■ite  for  Dim.     It  wa-  entirely  unsought  by  him, 

so  tar  as  I  am  concerned.   I  think  it  would  be  tetter 

to  work—  lo  more  ami  tall 

Alderman  Tucker— 1  am  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  explanation  of  Alderman  O'Kiieii,   that   he   sup- 
posed the  $2000   were  divided  up  among  tin 
clerks.. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  do  not  think  it  is  worth 
while  to  spend  stion  which  is 


not  before  us.  We  have  elected  Mr.  Turner  City 
Treasurer.  He  has  given  his  bond  and  we  have  es- 
tablished his  salary, so  far  as  we  are  concerned.  I 
think  we  had  better  fix  the  salary  of  the  Auditor's 
department. 

Alderman  Tuckev  withdrew  the  motion  to  send  for 
Mr.  Turner,  and  the  question  came  upou  adopting 
ihe  City  Document  90  as  a  whole. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  hope  we  shall  not  do  that.  If 
we  do  we  might  as  well  adjourn  for  another  special 
meeting.  If  we  bad  gone  through  the  sala- 
ries item  by  item,  we  should  have  baa  tbem  settled 
now.  I  do  not  think  this  board  is  ready  to  vote  for 
that  document  as  a  whole.  As  it  has  been  intimated 
that  we  talk  too  much,  and  do  too  little,  I  want  to 
say  that  I  think  when  a  man  puts  himself  in  the 
field  to  be  shot  at,  be  must  expect  to  be  shot  at.  I 
never  put  myself  in  the  field  hut  what  I  expect  to  be 
shot  at.  li'  there  has  been  any  irregularity  in  regard 
to  this  $'2000,  I  want  to  know  it.  IfT  have  voted  to 
increase  those  salaries  $2000  after  the  first  of  June. 
I  want  to  know  it.  If  we  voted  $2000  for  a  bond 
clerk,  and  that  was  divided  up  among  the  other 
clerks,  I  want  to  know  it.  I  am  hi  a  muddle  now, 
and  want  to  be  helped  out  of  it.  If  this  $2000  has 
not  been  properly  disposed  of,  I  want  to  know  it.  I 
cannot  vote  for  any  more  orders  as  a  whole  if  I  find 
that  I  have  been  led  astray  on  this  matter  of  the  Au- 
ditor's depar  ment. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  think  this  discussion  is  very 
unfair,  when  th:  inc.;  cr  is  in  the  building  and  can 
explain  it.  I  think  he  should  be  sent  for.  It  is  not 
fair  to  discuss  a  supposition,  when  we  can  have  the 
tacts  before  us.    1  move  that,  Mr.  Turner  be  sent  for. 

Alderman  Halueman — I  object  to  that,  because  the 
question  of  Auditor  is  not  before  us.  This  entire 
debate  is  out  of  order  and  noi  pertinent  to  the  ques- 
tion. It  has  been  brought  about  by  the  gentleman 
on  my  left  endeavoring  to  force  tbis  bill  through  as 
a  whole.  I  do  not  think  he  can  do  it,  and  shall  tight 
it  lo  the  last.  I  think  that  the  committee  hare  done 
wrong  in  recommending  a  large  salary  for  the  Treas- 
urer and  putting  other  salaries  very  much  below 
what  they  should  be.  and  then  attempting  to  bull- 
doze us.  We  shall  have  to  fight  them  as  best  we 
can.  I  hope  the  Alderman  will  withdraw  tl.e  mil- 
lion to  adopt  as  a  whole,  and  then  we  can  take  it  up 
in  ueiail.  It  there  is  am  trouble  in  the  Auditor's 
department  it  will  be  time  to  send  for  Mr.  Turner 
when  that  item  is  reached. 

Alderman  Hersey — It  seems  to  me  that  the  motion 
is  pertinent.  The  gentleman  on  my  left  says  he  is 
i!  >i  prepared  to  act  until  we  have  that  information. 
We  should  have  the  facts,  so  that  we  can  vote  un- 
standii'.gly. 

Alderman  Frost— When  I  made  the  motion  I  did 
not  expect  this  bill  was  going  through  without  any 
talk,  and  probably  not  without  some  amendments.  i 
supposed  there  would  be  some  amendments  proposed, 
but  thought  the  quickest  way  to  get  at  the  matter 
was  to  make  that  motion.  If  we  have  made  a  mis- 
take in  fixing  the  salaries  of  the  Auditor's  depart- 
ment, it  was  not  done  by  taking  theniatteras  a  whole 
but  in  doing  it  item  by  item  so  far  as  we  went. 
When  we  settled  that  matter,  we  did  it  in  that  way,  1 
think.  We  went  as  far  as  we  could  and  stopped,  and 
afterwards  a  lopted  Alderman  O'Brien's  bill  as  far  as 
it  went.  1  thought  we  might  adopt  the  balance  of 
the  bill,  with  some  few  amendments.  But  as  there 
seuns  to  be  so  much  opposition,  I  do  not  wish  to  de- 
lay matters.  As  for  sending  lor  the  Auditor  and  go- 
ing into  an  investigation  of  last  year's  doings,  I  think 
we  had  better  postpone  that  and  get  through  with 
what  we  are  doing.  I  think  it  is  wholly  irrelevant  to 
the  question  before  us. 

Alderman  Frost  withdrew  the  motion  to  adopt  the 
bill  as  a  whole. 

Aklerinau  Hersey— I  presume  my  motion  will  be 
in  order  now  to  send  for  the  Auditor.  I  think  it  is 
proper,  as  the  gentleman  says  he  is  not  prepared. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  understood  the  gentieini.n 
to  say  lie  was  not  prepared  to  vote  for  this  bill  as  a 
whole  oecause  he  might  repeat  the  same  mistake  lie 
tnule  before,  but  that  if  we  take  it  up,  item  by  item, 
he  is  ready  to  go  on. 

Alderman  Heisey— If  the  gentleman  is  ready  to  go 
on.  I  will  withdraw  my  motion. 

Alderman  Cuitis— I  am  ready  to  go  on,  item  by 
item. 

Alderman  Hersey  withdrew  the  motion  to  send  for 
the  Auditor. 

The  amendment  to  make  the  salary  of  the  Mayor's 
Clerk  $211110,  was  adopted.  8  for.  2  against, 

Sec.  if.  Vterkof  Common  Council,  $1800,  Assistant, 
$1301'.  alderman  O'Brien— I  move  that,  the  salary 
of  the  Clerk  oi  Che  Common  Council  be  placid  at 
$2000  per  annum.  He  .is  a  very  old  and  faithful  s,..- 
vant  oi  the  cit.i .  tl.e  best  part  of    whose  life  ha-  been 
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connected  with  the  city  government.  He  is  worth 
52000  a  year.  I  would  also  move  that  the  salary  of 
the  Assistant  Clerk  be  placed  at  $1500.  He  has  been 
in  the  employ  of  the  city  for  16  years,  and  has  always 
had  a  very  low  salary.  Since  he  has  been  in  the  city 
employ  he  has  become  a  married  man  and  has  a  large 
family  of  children  to  supjort.  He  gives  his  entire 
tune  to  the  city  m  keeping  the  records  :  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  and  in  the  performance  of  his  various 
other  duties.  I  do  not  think  there  is  aoy  officer  in 
City  Hall  who  receives  so  poor  an  equivalent  for  ser- 
vices rendered  as  the  Assistant  Clerk  of  the  Common 
Council.  .$1500  a  year  is  certainly  no  more  than 
ought  to  be  paid  to  a  man  who  has  been  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  city  for  sixteen  years.  He  tills  a  vei  y  re- 
sponsible office. 

Alderman  Slade— The  Clerk  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil did  not  ask  to  have  his  salary  raised.  I  under- 
stand he  is  quite  wealthy  and  considers  his  salary  at 
the  present  time  enough.  But  he  did  ask  for  an  in- 
crease of  §100  for  his  clerk,  and  that  the  committee 
recommended. 

Alderman  Hersey— Because  it  is  not  asked  for,  is 
no  reason  why  we  should  not  increase  the  salary: 
The  most  valuable  men  are  sometimes  too  modest  to 
ask  for  an  increase.  I  brieve  the  city  should  pay  as 
much  as  is  paid  outside  for  similar  service.  1  am 
happy  to  ^ay  that  I  agree  with  the  Alderman  op- 
posite. 

The  amendments  were  adopted. 

Sec.  4.  Clerk  of  Committees  $3300.  Assistant  Clerk 
of  Committees  §1500.  Aidermao  O'Brien— I  nant  to 
oe  consistent.  The  Clerk  of  Committees  is  certain iy 
one  of  the  hardest  workers  in  City  Hall.  Every  mem- 
ber of  this  board  knows  and  understands  his  useful- 
ness. His  predecessor  hart  a  salary  of  $4000.  I  have 
placed  this  officer  on  a  list,  of  salaries  that  I  think 
ought  to  be  $3500  a  year.  He  ought  to  be  paid  as 
high  a  salary  as  some  of  our  superintendents  who  do 
not  fill  more  responsible  positions.  He  has  to  bring 
to  his  work  not  only  a  great  deal  of  intelligence,  but 
also  a  great  deal  of  hard  labor.  I  move  to  fix  his  sal- 
ary at  $3500. 

Alderman  Slade— The  Committee  on  Salaries  asked 
for  an  increase  in  certain  departments  where  they 
thought  it  was  deserved.  Wn  aid  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  make  a  general  increase.  After  considering 
this  matter  three  or  four  months,  if  this  board  con- 
cludes that  all  salaries  must  be  raised,  so  be  it.  I 
have  nothing  more  to  s.y.  I  don't  know  but  that  it 
would  be  better  to  refer  this  matter  to  one  or  two 
member?  of  this  board  and  let  them  fix  it  up. 

The  amendment,  $3500,  was  adopted,  and  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  O'Brien  the  section  was  further 
amended  by  making  the  salary  of  the  Assistant  Clerk 
of  the  Committees  $1600. 

Sec.  5.  City  Messenger  $2000,  First  Assistant  $900, 
3d  Assistant  $500.  Alderman  O'Brien — I  think  the 
city  government  has  made  a  mistake  iu  naming  an 
officer  who  performs  so  many  and  such  various  du- 
ties, City  Messenger.  He  does  all  the  work  of  a 
sergeaut-at-arms  connected  with  a  corporation  like 
ours.  The  City  Messenger  is  always  expected  to  per- 
form such  duties  as  the  Mayor,  the  City  Council  and 
the  heads  of  the  several  departments  may  require, 
such  as  correspondence  with  officials  and  others,  in 
distant  cities  and  towns.  I,  myself,  have  several 
times  had  occasion  to  call  upon  him  to  perform  such 
duties.  He  is  continually  in  the  service  of  special 
commii tees,  performing  duties  for  them  the  same  as 
the  Clerk  of  Committees  or  the  heads  of  departments 
perform  for  the  standing  committees.  Committees 
on  celebrations,  excursions, and  such  like,  always  ex- 
pect and  receive  great  assistance  from  the  City 
Messenger.  Ke  is  ever  and  always  to  oe  found  at  his 
post,  early  in  the  uiornintr  and  late  at  night.  I  nave 
nad  occasion  many  times  to  be  present  myself  on 
committees  appointed  to  count  votes,  late  at  night 
and  even  at  an  early  morning  hour,  and  I  have  always 
found  the  City  Messenger  on  duty  until  every  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  was  ready  to  leave  the  City 
Hall.  I  understand  that  he  is  on  duty  probably  one- 
third  more  hours  during  the  \ear  than  any  head 
of  department  or  other  officer  in  City  Hall  is 
obliged  by  ordinance  to  be  present  here.  I  believe 
the  fact  of  his  being  called  merely  a  City  Messenger 
has  kept  his  salary  down  for  years  to  less  than  a  rea- 
sonable limit.  He  certainly  is  the  hardest  worked 
man  in  City  Hall.  I  have  been  on  committees  until 
one,  two  and  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  always 
found  the  City  Messenger  on  hand  in  City  Hall  until 
every  committee  had  adjourned  He  is  here  earliest 
in  the  morning  and  is  the  last  to  leave  at  night.  In  go- 
ing down  to  the  Postoffice  last  Sunday,  as  I  usually 
do  every  Sunday  to  get  the  mail,  I  found  the  City 
Messenger  in  the  Postoffiee  attending  to  his  work. 
He  has  to  come  to  City  Hall  every  Sunday  and  do  a 
portion  of  his  work.    He  not  only  works  seven  days 


in  the  week,  but  more  hours  every  day  than  any 
officer  in  Chy  Hall.  I  move  to  make  his  salary 
$2500. 

The  amendment  was  lost,  5  for,  6  against.     -PS 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis,  the  section  was 
amtneied  by  making  the  salary  $2250. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis,  the  section  was 
further  amended  by  making  the  salary  of  the  first 
assistant  $1000,  and  the  third  assistant  §600. 

Sec.  6.  Auditor  of  Accounts,  $50(10.  and  $750 
for  services  as  Secretary  of  Ihe  Commissioners  on  the. 
Sinking  Fund.  Alderman  O'Brien — I  move  that  the 
salarv  of  the  Auditor  be  fixed  at  $3500,  and  that  it  be 
his  salary  for  all  services  rendered  the  city.  I  do  not 
believe  in  this  double  .-alary  business.  The  salary  of 
the  Auditor,  Treasurer,  Mayor,  and  all  other  salaries 
ought  to  state  precisely  on  their  face  what  they 
>  are.  He  can  give  only  one  man's  service  to  the 
city.  The  Auditor  at  the  State  House,  an  equally 
responsible  position,  receives  $2500  a  year.  The 
Auditor  at  the  Custom  House,  a  far  more  responsible 
position,  who  has  to  audit  not  only  accounts,  but 
books,  amounting  to  some  twenty-one  million  dollars 
a  year,  leceives  a  salary  of  $2500.  If  we  pay  our 
Auditor  $3500  we  will  pay  bim  a  far  more  liberal  sal- 
ary than  is  oaid  such  an  officer  in  any  other  position 
of  the  kind.  1  do  not  believe  our  Auditor  renders 
more  service  to  the  city  than  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  and  why  should  his  salarv  be  higher?  I  do 
not  believe  the  Auditor  renders  better  or  moie  faith- 
ful services  than  the  Superintendents  of  Sewers, Pub- 
lic Buildings  ar.d  Lamps.  We  ought  to  place  his  sal- 
ary on  an  equality  with  those  paid  the  heads  cf  those 
departmeubs,  because  he  is  the  head  of  a  department 
that  certainly  has  no  more  resyonsibi  ity  than  those  I 
nave  named. 

Alderman  Slade— If  « e  make  a  reduction  in  the 
Auditor's  salary  I  bone  it  will  not  be  quite  so  much 
as  that.    I  move  that  it  be  $4000. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Do  you  also  insist  upon  paying 
bim  $750  for  services  as  Secretary  of  the  Sinking 
Funu  Commissioners? 

Alderman  Slade— It  is  my  impression  that  it  is  ne- 
cessary we  should  fix  a  salary  for  that  office. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  have  ascertained  from  tie 
best  legal  authority  that  when  we  pay  the  Auditor  a 
certain  .-alary  which  will  include  the  $750,  that  it 
will  cover,  to  the  full,  the  letter  of  the  law.  If  we 
say  $4000  for  all  services  rendered  to  the  city,  it  will 
cover  the  law  requiring  him  to  be  paid  a  salary  for 
services  as  Secretary  of  the  Sinking  Fund  Commis- 
sioner*. 

Alderman  Haldeman — From  such  information  as 
I  have  been  able  to  gather,  I  think  the  present 
Auditor,  wben  he  was  Chief  Clerk,  was  about  the 
most  imnortant  man  in  that  department,  and  his 
salary  was  $2500.  He  has  been  promoted  to  the  head 
of  tlie  department.  That  should  carry  with  it  its 
recognition  bv  a  proper  increase  of  salary.  It  so 
happens  that  my  vote  nominated  Mi'.  Dodge  for  th 
position,  and  I  do  not  waDt  to  do  anything  that  will 
be  unjust  to  him.  But  I  cannot  help  saying  that  I 
consider  the  position  of  Auditor  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, as  now  constituted,  as  of  about  the'  least  im- 
portance of  any  that  we  have.  We  have  a  very 
serious  question  now  before  the  courts  in  the  prose- 
cution for  the  defalcation  m  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. A  copy  of  the  defence  given  in  that  suit  was 
published  la^t  evening,  and  I  will  read  an  extract 
from  it: 

'The  defendants  further  allege  that  some  time  in 
each  year  after  the  20th,  of  April  the  accounts  of 
said  Dennie  have  been  examined  by  the  plaintiff,  and 
said  defendants  have  been  fully  discharged,  and  re- 
leased by  the  plaintiffs  from  all  said  claims.  It  is 
denied  that  Mr.  Dennie  was  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking 
Funds  and  as  such  was  responsible  for  any  deficiency 
there  existing.  And  said  defendants  further  say 
it  was  the  plaintiff's  duty  on  and  after  the  thirtieth 
day  of  April  In  each  year  since  the  date  of  said 
bond,  to  examine,  audit  and  settle  the  accounts  of 
said  Dennie  as  Treasurer,  and  to  determine  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  same,  and  to  discover  deficiencies,  if 
any,  in  the  money  or  other  things  of  said  city  in 
said  Dennie's  charge  as  Treasurer,  and  to  determine 
whether  said  Denote  well  and  faithfully  discharged 
the  duties  of  said  office,  and  that  the  plaintiff  un- 
dertook and  assumed  the  performance  of  this  duty 
to  said  defendants.  And  the  said  defendants  say  if 
any  deficiency  existed  in  the  moneys  or  other 
things  of  said  city,  in  the  charge  of  said  Dennie  as 
Treasurer,  as  alleged  by  the  plaintiff,  that  said 
defendants  relied  and  had  the  right  to  relv  upon 
i  he  examination,  auditing  and  settlement  by  the 
plaintiff,  and  its  obligation  and  duty  so  to  do,  "on  or 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  Apiil  in  each  year  since 
the  date  of  said  bond,  of  the  accounts  of  said  Treas- 
urer; and  relied  and  had  the  right  to  rely  upon  the 
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plaintiff's  examination  of  the  moneys  and  utlier 
tiling-  of  sail  I  city  in  said  Deunie's  possession  as  Buch 
Treasurer,  aud  upon  the  plaintiff's  acknowledgment 
of  the  correctness  of  the  same  in  each  year  since  the 
date  of  the  bond,  and  that  by  reason  of  the  establish- 
ment and  approval  by  the  plaintiff  of  the  system  and 
manner  in  winch  said  Dennie  discharged  the  duties 
of  said  officer,  and  of  the  approval  by  the  plaintiff'  of 
the  officers  and  clerks  employed  by  the  plaintiff  in 
the  office  of  the  said  Treasurer,  and  by  reason  of  the 
great  neglect  by  the  plaintiff  and  the"  careless  man- 
ner of  its  examining  and  auditing  the  accounts  of 
said  Treasurer,  and  its  negligent  and  defective  sys- 
tem of  managing  and  directing  the  business  of  said 
Treasurer,  and  other  laches  of  the  plaintiff,  and  the 
change-  made  by  the  plaintiff  io.  the  affairs  of  said 
Treasurer's  office,  after  the  date  of  said  bond,  the 
said  defendants  are  wholly  released  and  discharged 
from  all  liability  thereunder  " 

It  appears  by  the  investigations  that  the  defalca- 
tion had  been  going  on  for  years.  The  question  now  is, 
if  the  Auditor  is  not  to  audit,  what  is  he  for?  While 
reading  extracts  I  will  give  another  from  the  Trans- 
cript at  the  time  it  was  publishing  our  reports.  I 
will  say  that  what  I  am  about  to  read,  ii'  not  written 
by  the  former  Auditor,  must  have  come  from  him 
verbatim : 

';The  debate  elicited  the  fact  that  some  of  the  Al- 
dermen entertained  wrong  views  ot  the  power  of  the 
City  Auditor.  He  has  nothing  whatever  to  oo 
with  the  treasurv  office.  His  duties  relate 
wholly  to  auditing  the  payments  of  the  city, 
and  the  Treasurer  pays  on  his  checks.  The 
Treasurer  is  the  sole  custodian  of  the  money ,and  the 
Auditor  has  no  power  to  enter  his  office  to  make  any 
examination  of  his  affairs.  The  Committee  on 
Finance  of  Inst  year  reported  against  the  Auditor 
making  examinations,  but  provided  very  properly  an 
ordinance  which  they  reported,  and  is  now  in  the 
ban  la  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  that  exam- 
inations should  be  made  by  an  expert  not  connected 
with  any  of  the  city  departments.  Tin-,  it  would 
seem,  is  a  proper  way  of  preventing  am  collusion 
between  city  officers  '  I'he  present  Auditor  has  never 
flimhed  from  any  duty  which  the  government  has 
upon  him.  ' 

Now,  I  hold  that  this  shirking  of  responsibilities 
by  the  Accounting  Department  emanated  from  and 
within  that  department.     When   responsibilities  re- 

2  aired  him  to  look  alter  matters  they  have  been 
odged — no  joke  intended.  I  do  not  be'ieve  it  is 
proper  to  employ  an  outside  expert.  I  look  upon 
the  employment  of  an  outsider  very  much  like  em- 
ploying a  detective  to  work  up  a  case.  When  the 
case  is  worked  up,  the  detective  is  very  apt  to  sell 
oat  to  the  man  who  pays  the  most  money.  He  will 
compromise  felony  at  any  time.  I  believe  the  proper 
man  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  city  of  Boston  is 
the  City  Auditor.  His  notion  should  be  above  any 
other  'department.  He  should  stand  aloue.  He 
should  be  the  best  mau  we  have,  and  should  be  paid 
a  salary  that  will  command  such  a  man.  But  the 
manner  in  which  the  Auditor's  department  is  estab- 
lished has  emasculated  it.  He  has  to  run  over  cer- 
tain petty  accounts,  ami  see  that  they  are  charged 
to  the  proper  appropriations.  For  that  reason 
we  should  not  have  a  high-priced  man.  Any  clerk 
can  do  the  work.  The  present  incumbent  is  well 
adapted  for  the  place,  I  think,  ar.o  should  be  paid  a 
salary  becoming  his  po-i'ion.  But  until  it  is  made 
an  Auditor's  department  in  tealitv,  1  am  opposed  to 

salary.  There  is  nothing  in  the  deoartment 
of  any  character,  strength  or  responsibility  beyond 
that  of  any  other  department.  I  think  the  salary 
lixed  by  the  Alderman  opposite  is  about  the  fair 
thini.  'It  add- one  thousand  dollars  to  what  he  has 
been  receivingas  chief  clerk.  The  position  is  an  hon- 
orable one  and  can  be  made  valuable.  1  understand 
the  salarv  has  been  §2500,  $3501),  $4800  and  $6000. 
These  salaries  have  been  increased  not  because  the 
Auditor's  department  required  any  such  increase, 
but  simply  on  account  of  the  incumbent  who  bas 
o  Id  in  service  and  was  valuable  to  the  citt,  and 
it  ha-  been  considered,  from  time  to  time,  a  fitting 
reward  that  hi-  salary  Bhould  be  increased.  1  have  no 

n-t  othat.le-'  au-e  I  believe  be  has  been  a  faith- 
ful officer.  But  I  believe  he  has  held  the  position 
more  of  counsellor  to  the  city  of  Boston  than  of  Au- 
ditor. A-  the  present  incumbent  is  a  young  man,  he 
Should  go  back  to  where  -Mr.  Turner  started,  ami 
then  have  a  progressive  increase  until  he  reaches  the 
salary  of  the  Mayor.  1  believe  there  should  b 
increase    made    in    hi-   -alary  on  accOUDt  of    the  In- 

responsibility  lie  ha-  assumed. 
Alderman  O'Brien— 1   should  like  to  ask  any  gen- 
tleman at  thi- board  il   be  can  give  u-   any   idea  of 
what   the   Auditor   really  receives.     I  would  asl;  the 
Alderman  v.i,  ible  up  this  whole  bin 


if  he  can  give  it-  some  idea  of  what  the  Auditor  OI 
the  city  of  Boston  receive.-.  [Pause.]  I  hardly  think 
he  can,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  have  no  doubt  the 
Auditor  not  only  receives  a  salary  as  Audi- 
tor and  a  salary  as  Secretary  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  Commissioners,  but  I  understand  he  re- 
ceives eight  hundred  dollars  a  year  from  the 
county  cf  Suffolk,  for  work  that  he  does  as  auditor 
or  the  county  accouuts.  I  believe  he  d'Vided  that 
u.ouey  with  his  clerk,  and  ever  since  I  have  been  in 
City  Hall  that  has  been  a  general  complaint.  The 
men  at  the  heads  of  department  have  been  continu- 
ally complaining  that  a  clerk  iD  the  Auditor's  de- 
partment received  more  salary  than  the  superintend- 
ent of  streets.  It  has  been  a  source  of  complaint, 
and  I  know  it  has  been  a  source  of  annoyance  to  ali 
the  heads  of  departments,  that  the  chief  clerk  in  .he 
Auditor's  deoartment— as  I  have  understood;  1  don't 
know  exactly  the  figures — has  received  more  money 
fin  his  services  than  the  Superintendents  of  Streets, 
Public  Buildings,  Sewers,  and  Lamps,  who  have  to  do 
such  hard  and  intelligent  work  for  the  city.  We 
niav  vote  the  AudPor  a  salary  of  S3500  a  year, 
and  I  think  it  will  be  a  good  salary  for*  the 
amount  of  libor  required.  '  In  18C0  the  Audi- 
tor had  S2500,  in  1866  §3000,  and  if  we  start  Mr. 
Dodge  on  §3500,  as  a  young  man  in  the  oftics,  in 
(lie  course  of  a  few  years  his  salary  will  be  increased 
as  he  renders  faithful  service  to  the  city.  But  I  do 
protest  against  the  chief  clerk  in  that  office  receiving 
a  higher  salary,  by  those  double  and  triple  salaries, 
than  is  paid  to  other  men  who  fill  important  and 
prominent  positions.  We  vote  upon  this  matter 
blindly  every  year,  and  that  is  the  long  and  short 
of  it. 

Alderman  Hersey— There  is  considerable  torre  in 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down. 
Whatever  sum  we  fix  upon  should  be  in  full  for 
whatever  services  are  rendered.  I  therefore  move 
that  we  amend  the  order  so  that  whatever  sum  we  fix 
shall  be  m  full  for  all  services  rendered,  and  that 
whatever  sum  he  receives  from  the  County  of  Suf- 
folk in  the  capacity  of  Auditor  shall  be  deducted 
from  ibis  salary. 

Alderman  Frost — I  certainly  do  not  wish  to  vote 
any  man  a  salary  blindly,  aiei  give  him  the  privilege 
of  ti'king  double  the  amount  we  vote  him.  1  have  no 
such  intention.  The  Alderman  state-i  that  the  chief 
clerk  in  that  department  receives  more  salary  than 
any  head  of  a  department,  or  words  to  that  effect.  1 
am  not  prepared  to  refute  it.  I  don't  know  but  he  i- 
right.  But  I  do  say  that  while  a  man  has  been  so  ex- 
cited and  worked  up  on  the  matter  of  the  Auditor's 
depai'tmeo  ,  for  so  long  a  time,  it  he  knows  these 
facts  be  ought  to  be  able  to  bring  them  here  and  stale 
them.  He  lias  not  done  so.  1  don't  pretend  to  km  w 
that  what]  he  states  is  not  true,  but  I  do  say  that 
he  does  not  give  us  any  items  or  particulars  that  we 
can  pin  him  to. 

Alderman  O'Brien— The  Alderman  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat,  was  one  of  the  Committee  on  Salaries 
to  report  an  intelligent  order  to  this  board,  to  guide 
us  in  voting.  I  asked  him  to  eiolain  a  matter,  and 
he  cannot  do  so.  He  don't  know  what  he  has  re- 
ported to  this  board.  He  tells  me  I  have  been  ex- 
cited about  the  Auditor's  department.  By  what  au- 
thority does  he  make  that  remark?  The  gentlemen 
Who  have  sat  with  me  here  for  years,  know  that  I  am 
no  more  excited  m  this  matter  than  I  have  been  on 
other  matters.  I  want  to  do  justice.  I  don't  care 
about  his  flings,  for  I  know  I  am  right.  But  I  know 
one  tiling:  be  cannot  explain  an  order  which  he  has 
presented  to  this  board.  He  wants  me  to  give  him 
the  information.  I  have  understood  that  the  Audi- 
tor has  received  §800  for  services  as  Auditor  of  the 
county  of  Suffolk.  The  gentleman  does  not  know 
anything  about  it. 

Alderman  Slade— Allow  me  to  say  that  Alderman 
Frost  came  upon  the  Salary  Committee  •after  the 
work  was  pretty  nearly  done'.  Alderman  Fiynn  was 
on  the  committee,  and  Alderman  Frost  only  came  on 
at  the  last  part  of  the  work.  Therefore  he  may  noi 
be  so  well  posted  as  other  members  of  the  commit- 
tee. And  really  I  don't  know  as  any  other  member 
of  the  committee  is  posted.  I  don't  know  as  we 
know  anything.  I  shall  begin  to  think  by  and  by 
that  we  don't,  and  shall  not  until  somebody  sets  us 
right.  The  Committee  on  Salaries  recommended  an 
increase  of  only  $750  in  the  Auditor's  department, 
and  that  was  for  the  position  of  Secretary  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  Commissioners.  The  committee  understood 
that  it  was  necessary  to  fix  the  salary  for  the  Treas- 
urer and  Secretary  of  the  Sinking  Fund  Com- 
missioners. They  '  used  io  have  that  salary, 
and  did  for  a  great  many  years:  but  five  \ ears  ago. 
when  salaries  were  changed,  it  was  taken  off,  and  the 
salary  of  the  Auditor  wat  reduced  to  five  thousand 
dO'lars  forth*  ivhole.  Tiiisyeai  the  committee  voted 
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that  increase  and  no  more.  In  regard  to  the  salary 
received  as  Auditor  of  the  County  of  Suffolk,  1  un- 
derstand that  the  Auditor  did  receive  a  certain 
amount  of  money  from  the  County  of  Suffolk.  How 
much  I  don't  know,  i  ncl  I  never  asked  the  Auditor. 
It  only  came  to  my  ears  that  the  Aud  tor  received  a 
certain  salary  Ironj  the  County  of  Suffolk.  If  the 
Alderman  knows  that  fact,  I  don't 

Alderman  Curtis — I  move  to  lay  the  sah.ry  of  the 
Auditor  on  the  table,  aud  that  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Salaries  be  instructed  to  ascertain 
the  amount  of  money  the  Auditor  has  received. 

Alderman  Haldemau — I  don't  think  tnat  is  nec- 
essary. I  think  the  motion  before  the  hou-e 
will  settle  the  question-  This  matter  of  getting 
salaries  outside  is  an  old  story.  It  is  always 
liable  to  occur  when  departments  have  been  run 
by  one  persou  a  long  time.  There  is  always  a 
way  to  get  outside  cuts.  To  illustrate,  I  will  cite 
the  case  of  the  army:  The  usual  pay  of  an  army  of- 
ficer has  been  lo.v,  and  has  been  covered  up  in  all 
sorts  of  fictions,  i' or  instance.  Congress  would  pass 
an  act  that  so  many  rations  should  be  issued  to  every 
officer  of  so  many  years'  service,  and  that  so  many 
horses  be  allowed,  or  that  he  should  have  so  ninny 
quarters.  If  they  did  not  have  the  quarters  or  tuc 
horses  they  had  the  equivalent  in  money,  oo  with 
the  various  perquisites  the  officers'  pay' was  gener- 
ally twice  or  three  times  what  it  appeared  on  the 
roll.  It  became  io  bad  during  the  war,  when  so 
many  volunteers  were  coining  into  the  service,  tiiat 
the  law  was  changed,  and  now  the  roll  shows  nearly 
what  the  pay  is.  But  formerly  under  the  old  system 
tlje  various  allowances  were  one  of  the  great  swin- 
dles against  the  government. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  find  that  the  Auditor  does  re- 
ceive 8800  as  Auditor  of  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Ou  page  lOtf  of  the  Municipal 
Register,  gentlemen  will  ''ml  the  fact  stated,  and  the 
statute  is  here  which  provides  for  it. 

Alderman  Slade — Does  the  statute  require  that  it 
be  paid? 

[Alderman  O'Brien  read  the  statute, providing  that 
the  Auditor  of  the  City  or  Boston  shall  be  Auditor  of 
the  Comity  of  Suffolk," and  for  the  services  of  him- 
self and  such  assistants  as  he  may  emplov  he  shall  re- 
ceive a  salaiy  not  exceeding  $80u  per  annum.] 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  was  aware  of  tins  office,  but 
I  wanted  to  know  if  the  Salary  Committee,  who 
wanted  us  to  yobble  this  matter  down  as  a  whole, 
were  also  posted.  As  near  as  1  can  ascei  tain  I  find 
that  that  eight  hundred  dollars  was  divided  between 
the  Auditor  and  his  chief  clerk.  But  we  should  say 
in  any  order  that  we  pass,  that  the  Auditor  shall  re- 
ceive $3500.  or  $4000,  or  .$5000  for  all  services  ren- 
dered, and  that  to  include  the  salary  of  $800  from 
the  County  of  Suffolk,  and  the  $750  from  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  Commissioners.  We  ought  to  know  ex- 
actly what  the  salary  is;  aud  thatis  the  way  we  ought 
to  fix  salaries. 

Alderman  Hersey — It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  we 
should  fix  the  salary  of  the  Auditor  of  the  County  of 
Suffolk,  because  the  statute  compels  us  to  pay  a  sal- 
ary for  his  services.  If  we  fix  a  salary  for  the  Treas- 
urer of  tne  city,  shall  we  also  fix  a  salary  tor  the 
Treasurer  of  i.he  county.  It  seems  to  me  the  only 
way  would  be  to  say  that  all  sums  received  as  Audi- 
tor of  the  county  should  be  deducted  from  this 
amount.  I  move  to  amend,  that  the  salary  of  the 
Auditor  be  fixed  at  $5000,  from  that  to  be  deducted 
all  sums  received  as  Auditor  of  the  Ccunty  of  Suf- 
folk. 

Alderman  Slade— Wby  wouldn't  it  be  better  to  fix 
the  salary  at  $4000  without  regard  to  the  county 
matter?  I  think  that  is  the  more  reasonable  way  of 
doing  it. 

Alderman  Hersey — My  objection  to  that  is  that  wc 
do  not  know  just  what  his  salary  may  be.  I  think  it 
shouid  cover  all  his  services  of  whatever  description, 
in  his  official  position  as  Auditor  of  the  city  and 
county,  or  in  any  other  capacity. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  protest  against  the  Au- 
ditor receiving  any  such  salary  as  $5000,  with  the 
recommendation  of  that  committee  before  me  fixing 
the  salary  of  the  City  Collector  at  $4000,  whose  re- 
sponsibilities I  look  upon  as  equal  to  those  of  the 
Treasurer.  The  Auditor  has  a  place  of  no  responsi- 
bility, and,  as  now  constituted,  requtres  a  man  of 
but  ordinary  ability.  As  I  say,  I  consider  the  chief 
clerk  in  that  department  the  superior  man. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  hope  my  motion  will  prevail, 
to  lay  upon  the  table,  and  then  the  Alderman  on  my 
right  can  bring  in  such  an  order  as  he  sees  tit  to  t  x  it. 

Alderman  Tuck  or — I  hope  this  matter  will  be  laid 
on  the  table  until  the  next  meeting.  I  don't  thiuk 
we  are  \_repared  to  deal  justly  to  day  with  that  de- 
partment. Meantime  we  can  all  get  posted  and  act 
understanding!}-. 


Alderman  Frost— It  is  proper  that  we  should  know 
what  eacu  officer  is  paid.  I  shouid  not  object  to  any 
amendment,  so  that  we  shal'  know  just  what  each 
man  is  paid.  But  I  want  to  say  that  1  look  upon  the 
office  of  the  Auditor  as  of  some  importance,  not- 
withstanding what  has  been  said.  Certainly  we  luve 
always  considered  it  as  an  office  of  great  responsi- 
bility and  importance.  He  has  to  audit  all  the  bills 
and  see  that  eveiything  is  paid  out  according  to  law 
and  from  an  appropriation.  I  think  we  should  fix  a 
liberal  salary  tor  the  position,  and  that  we  were  not 
far  out  of  the  v  ay  in  our  report.  But  I  should  not 
object  to  a  small  reduction,  anu  I  think  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Alderman  ou  my  right  should  be 
adopted. 

Alderman  Curtis — The  reason  I  make  the  motion 
is  this:  You  must  first  fix  the  salary  of  the  Auditor  of 
the  city,  and  then  that  of  the  county  Auditor.  The 
statute  sa\s  he  shall  receive  a  sum  not  exceeding 
$800.  It  don't  say  we  shall  not  make  it  8500.  then 
there  is  the  salary  of  the  secretary  of  the-Sinking 
F and  Commissioners.  We  ought  to  ste  just  exactly 
what  he  will  receive,  and  when  we  do  that  I  think 
the  board  will  pass  it  at  once. 

The  subjeel  of  the  Auditor's  salary  was  laid  on  the 
table.    [For  further  action  see  later  in  the  session.] 

Sec.  7.  City  Collector,  $4000.  Alderman  Slade— 
As  the  ball  is  rolling  and  the  board  seem  to  be  in 
a  liberal  mood,  I  move  that  the  salary  of  the  Citv 
Collector  he  $5000  a  year. 

Alderman  O'Brien— 1  Heartily  endorse  that  motion. 
The  salary  of  onr  City  Collector,  with  all  his  re- 
sponsibilities should  be  fixed  at  that  amount. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Deputy  Collector  and  Receiver  of  Water  T,ales, 
$2200.  Alderman  Curtis— We  have  been  talking 
about  equalizing  salaries  and  the  responsibility  of 
the  man  who  holds  office.  Here  is  a  Deputy  Collect- 
or who  receives  $2200;  he  has  to  give  $10,o"o0  bonds, 
and  receives  all  the  money  for  water  rates.  He  is 
responsible  for  all  checks  he  takes.  To  my  mind 
this  is  the  smallest  salary  for  the  responsibility.  I 
think  the  other  gentlemen  of  this  board  will  agree 
with  me,  that  a  man  who  gives  $10,000  bond,  and  has 
to  be  responsible  for  all  the  checks  he  receives  ought  to 
be  paid  more  than  $2200.  The  other  day  he  took  a 
check  for  £600  and  it  was  not  paid.  He  was  called 
upon  immediatiy  by  the  Collector  to  make  good  the 
check.  It  was  made  good  in  the  course  of  two 
hours,  and  made  good  by  the  giver  in  about  the  same 
time.  You  see  the  corner  that  a  man  may  be  i  ut  in 
when  a  concern  or  a  man  pays  by  check.  I  move  to 
amend  by  making  this  salary  $2600. 

Alderman  Hersey — The  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man will  hardly  hold  good.  If  a  man  of  large  means 
pays  by  check  he  can  be  made  to  make  it  goo'i.  I 
should  think  the  safest  way  is  to  receive  money  by 
check. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  will  drop  that  argument  en- 
tirely, and  say  that  a  man  who  has  to  live  $10,000 
sureties  should  receive  more  salary  than  a  man  who 
gives  no  bonds  at  all. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  thought  we  should  obtain 
some  light.  The  Alderman  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat  has  enlightened  me  on  this  matter.  If  we  had 
nassed  the  bill  as  a  whole  we  should  not  have  known 
of  this  case.  I  shall  cordially  support  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  section 
passed  as  amended. 

Sec.  8.  City  Engineer,  $5000.  Alderman  Curtis 
asked  if  this  was  an  iucrease,  and  Alderman  Slade 
said  it  was  one  of  $500.    Passed. 

.See.  9.  City  Surveyor,  $3100.  Alderman  O'Brien — 
1  move  that  the  -alary  of  the  City  Surveyor  be  $3500. 
It  was  reduced  from  $3600  to  $3000  only  a  short  time 
ago.  His  duties  have  increased.  It  is  a  very  respon- 
sible position.  Iu  the  giving  of  lines  and  grades  of 
streets,  aud  everything"  of  that  kind.  I  really  think 
that  such  a  City  Surveyor  as  we  have  is  worth  $3500. 

Ihe  amendment  was  adopted. 

See.10.  Water  Begistrar,!;300Q.  Alderman  O'Brien— 
1  consider  tue  Water  Registrar  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant officers  in  City  Hall.  He  receives  a  very 
large  amount  of  money  and  has  a  great  number  of 
clerks  under  him.  I  don't  know  what  bonds  he  has 
to  give.  But  I  know  that  if  I  want  to  ascertain  any- 
thing about  the  \Yater  Department  of  the  city  of 
Boston  I  go  to  the  AVater  Registrar  for  it.  He  is 
thoroughly  couversaut  with  that  department.  I  move 
that  his  salary  he  fixed  at  $3500,  an  iucrease  of  $500. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Sec.  11.    Harbor  Master,  $1500.    Adopted. 

Sec.  12.  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures,  $2000 
van  increase  of  $200\    Adopted. 

Deputy  Sealers  of  Weights  and  Measures,  $1200. 
Alderman  O'Brien — I  move  that  be  increased  to 
$1500  per  annum. 
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man  Tucker—  Wiiat  has  been  the  salary  here- 
to fore? 

The  Chairs-One  thousand  dollar*. 

Alderman  O'Brien — 111  1877 May 0"  Prince  unfor- 
tunatelj  appointed  some  parties  a?  Deputy  Sealers  of 
Eg  and  Measures  who  were  rather  unpopular 
with  the  City  Government  at  that  time,  anil  the  sal- 
aries were  axed  at  the  lowest  possible  sum.  These 
men  have  very  arduous  duties  to  perlorm.  Up  to 
1877  the  salary  ot  the  Sealer  was  $2000,  and  it  was  re- 
duced, and  yon  have  just  increased  it  $200.  The  ap- 
propriation for  1881-2  is  $9000.  The  estimated  reve- 
nue i-  $4000.  The  labor  performed  by  the  Deputy 
is  just  three  times  as  much  Dow  as  it  was  a 
few  years  ago.  They  not  only  have  to  go  around 
sealing  the  scales  of  parties  through  the  city,  but 
do  considerable  heavy  lifting.  They  do  all 
their  work  and  do  not  have  an  attendant  with  them, 
I  believe  that  salary  ^should  be  inci eased  $300  a 
Year. 

Alderman  Hersey — It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  it 
requires  a  very  high  order  of  talent  to  be  a  Deputy 
Sealer  01  Weights  and  Measures.  It  is  laborious,  as 
the  Alderman  says,  but  §1200  seems  ample  for  such  a 
positii 

Alderman  Slade— The  Committee  on  Salaries  con- 
sulted with  these  parties.  They  asked  for  an  increase 
■  -. .  and  it  was  voted  that  they  ought  to  have  it. 
They  asked  for  $1000  a  year  which  is  rather  small. 
fax  they  have  been  provided  with  a  team,  and 
for  the  extra  work  they  thought  they  should  be  paid 
$1209.     J  liey'ilo  nut  expect  any  more,  unless  we  give 
it  to  thtm.    I  must  say  I  was  scared  when  the  com- 
mittee asked   for  any  increase.     We  were  afraid  we 
wouldn't  get  any.     We  were  timid  and  careful.    But 
as   the  board   have   become  so  liberal  on  salaries,  [ 
uow  as  I  have  anything  more   o  sav. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  have  had  intei  views  with  the 
these  Deputies  and  the  Sealer, and  they  were 
satisfied  with   $1200.     I  think  they  will  be  perfectly 
satisfied  with  it. 

Alderman  Hersey— The  Alderman  says  they  have 
been  furinshed  with  a  horse  and  wagon.  It  seems 
that  in  audition  to  the  other  Knowledge,  they  have  to 
know  how  to  drive  a  horse.  I  think  §1200  ought  to 
secure  talent  to  drive  a  horse  and  wagon  as  well  as 
seal  weights  and  measures. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  section  passed 
as  amended. 

L3.    Street   Commissioners  §3000,  Clerk  $2000. 
Passed. 

I  of  Buildings  $2800,  Clerk  $1800; 
ant  Inspector,  Acting  as  Architect,  §1500;  As- 
sistant Inspectors  §1350.  Alderman  O'Brien— I 
Bud  the  salary  of  the  Inspector  of  Build- 
in  _-  hardly  equal  to  the  salaries  paid  the 
other  heads  of  departments.  It  appears  that  $3000 
ought  to  be  paid  to  the  Inspector.  It  also  appears  to 
me  that  ugbt  to  be  placed  on  an  equality 

with  the  other  clerks,  and  he  paid  $2000.  The  Assis- 
tant Inspector  Acting  as  Architect  has  to  bring  much 
intellegei.ee  to  his  work,  so  that  his  salary  requires 
-1800,  and  the  salaries  of  the  other  assistants 
ought  to  be  at  the  rate  of  §1500.  I  wouldmove  these 
amendments. 

Alderman  Hersey  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion. 
The  several  amendments  were  adopted. 
Sec.    15.     Hoard   of  Fire    Commissioners,  §3000. 
Adopted. 

16.  Registrars  of  Voters,  §2500;  Assistant 
1.60  per  day.  Alderman  OTSrien— We 
have  just  passed  an  order  that  the  salaries  of  the 
ommlssioners  shall  be  $3000.  It  appears  to 
me  that  the  Registrars  have  much  harder  work,  and 
render  much  more  important  work  to  the  city  than 
the  members  ot  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners. 
I  move  to  place  them  on  an  equality  with  the  Board 
Of  lire  Commissioners  whom  we  pay  §3000. 

Alderman  Hersey — It  may  be  that  they  render 
equal  services,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  uaiure  ot 
the  office  ot  the  Fire  Commissioners  requires  a  dif- 
ferent order  of  service  from  that  required  by  the 
Registrars  of  Voters.  We  ate  fixiDg  salaries  for  the 
oirl  not  for  the  men,  because  they  change. 
Because  the  Registrars  happen  to  be  rendering  as 
much  seivice  as  the  Fire  Commissioners  are  now,  is 
no  reason  why  the  salaries  should  lie  equal. 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  and  the  section 
passed  a-  reported. 

vc.  17.     Inspectors  of  Provisions  $1500  and  §1500. 

Passed. 

dec.  18.      Water  <      m         <  < -,   for  member  ap- 

>00,and  the  remaining  members 

Alderman  O'Brien— Vi'ill  any  gentleman  give 

explanation   why  the  salary  of  the  comruiB- 

:   1879  i-  placed  at  $3500? 

i  -The    salaries    were     formerly 


§35011,  and  before  the  present  incumbent  was  ap- 
pointed, two  j  ears  ago,  his  salary  had  not  been 
changed.  After  his  appointment,  according  to  the 
statute,  it  could  not  be  changed  until  after  the  expi- 
ration of  his  term.  I  supposed  the  Alderman  knew 
that  before. 

The  section  was  p  ssed  as  reported. 

Sec.  19.  Board  of  Health,  83000.    Adopted. 

Sec.  20.  Superintendent  of  Health,  §3000.  Alder- 
man Caldwell— 1  move  to  amend  that  by  making  it 
§3500.  It  we  are  going  to  increase  salaries  I  think 
that  of  the  Superintendent  ol  Health  should  be  in- 
creased with  the  rest. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  hail  marked  against  that 
item  §3500.  I  think  tbe  Superintendents  of  Lamps, 
Public  Buildings  and  Sewers  all  ought  to  receive 
§3500.  I  move  to  further  amend  bv  n  airing  the  sal- 
ary -3500. 

Alderman  Caldwell  accepted  the  amendment,  and 
the  salary  was  Axed  at  §3500,  and  the  section  was 
pnssed  as  amended. 

Sec.  21.  City  Physician,  $2700.  On  motion  of  Al- 
derman Tucker  this  salary  was  fixed  at  $3000, 

Sec.  22.  Port  Physician,  $900.    Adopted. 

Sec  l'3.  (  i/i/  liegistrar,  $2500.  Alderman  O'Brien 
—  In  the  City  Registrar  we  have  an  old  and  faithful 
officer.  He  gives  all  his  time  to  the  city  and  I  think 
his  department  is  certainly  one  that  stands  high 
among  such  departments  m  thecouutiv.  1  move  to 
increase  bis  salary  to  $3000  a  year. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

On  motion  ot  Alderman  Curtis  the  salary  was  lixed 
at  §2750. 

Sec.  24.  Inspector  of  Vinegar,  §1500.  Alderman 
Woolley— I  move  lo  amend  by  making  that  salary 
§18'„0.  If  we  are  going  to  raise  salaries  on  account 
of  their  superior  fitness  for  the  office,  and  for  the 
amount  of  work  they  are  called  upon  to  perform,! 
think  this  Inspector  should  have  an  increase.  The 
office  ought  to  command  a  larger  salaiy  than  in  1877, 
when  it  was  reduci  d.  Additional  work  bus  be  -n  put 
upon  this  Inspector,  antl  I  think  he  is  as  hard  worked 
a  man  as  there  is  in  City  Hall,  he  ctvi-rii-ly  f-i  es  as 
many  hours  to  his  duties  as  any  one  else.  lie  is  out 
early  in  the  morning  antl  late  at  night. 

The  Chair— This  is  a  new  office  created  last  year. 
Perhaps  the  Alelei  man  is  thinking  of  the  Inspector  <  f 
Milk. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  stand  corrected.  I  tin  ught 
it  was  the  Inspector  of  Milk.   I  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  section  was  adopted. 

Sec.  25,  Supt.  of  S<  wers,  §3000.  Alderman  O'Brien 
— i  move  that  this  salary  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  §3500. 
I  believe  it  is  an  office  ol  equal  importance  with  the 
Superintendent  of  Health,  to  whom  we  have  voted 
that  sum.  I  believe  that  is  no  more  than  we  ought 
to  give  the  head  ot  that  department. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  section 
passed  as  amended. 

Sec.  2G,  Superintendent  of  St reets,  $8800.  Alder- 
man O'Brien— That  salary  is  an  increase  on  that  of 
last  year,  but  I  am  free  to  admit  that  the  salary  he 
has  been  paid  has  been  altogether  too  low,  consider- 
ing his  responsibilitie'.  He  has  to  expentl  a  great 
t'.eal  of  money,  has  more  men  under  his  charge  than 
any  other  superintendent  in  City  Hall.  I  believe  the 
salary  of  §4000  would  be  just  and  equitable.  I  move 
that  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Tucker  the  salary  was 
fixed  at  §4500. 

.S'ec.  27.  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  §3500. 
Adopted. 

Sec.  28.  Superintendent  of  Printing,  §2000.  Al- 
derman O'Brien— This  Superintendent  ought  to  re- 
ceive §2500.  You,  sir,  have  been  on  that  committee 
and  know  that  it  requires  a  considerable  amount  of 
work  to  attend  to  the  printing  for  every  department, 
and  that  the  present  Superintendent  is  very  accurate 
and  a  very  faithful  officer.  I  move  to  amend  so  that 
the  salary  be  §2500. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Sec.  29.  Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market, 
§2400.  Alderman  Breck  moved  to  amend  by  making 
the  salary  §2500,  saying  this  Superintendent  was  one 
of  the  most  able  men  the  city  lias. 

Alderman  O'Brien  said  he  was  tlown  in  that  neigh- 
borhood and  saw  the  activity  and  faithfulness  ot  the 
Superintendent. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

.S'ec.  30.  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall 
Market,  §1300.  Alderman  Woolley  thought  this 
assistant  was  as  able  in  his  position  as  the  Superin- 
tendent himself.  On  his  motion  the  salary  was  lixed 
at   $1600. 

Sec,  3i.  Supt.  of  Faneuil  Hall,  $500.  Adopted  as 
reported. 

§'<c.  32.  Weigher  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  §800. 
Adopted. 
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Sec.  33.  Dan  and  Night  Watchman  at  Faneuil 
Hall  Market,  $800.    Adopted. 

Sec.  34.  Superintendent  of  Lamps,  $3000.  Alder- 
man O'Brien— I  move  that  this  salary  be  placed  at 
$3500.  It  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant departments  we  have,  and  in  Mr.  Allen  I 
think  we  have  a  most  faithful  officer.  The  duties 
and  labor  of  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  are 
largely  in  detail.  The  calls  in  this  department 
for  construction  and  repairs  are  continuous  and 
scattered  over  something  like  420  miles  of  streets 
and  passageways  of  the  city,  and  in  every  case  are 
under  the  immediate  suoervision  of  the  superintend- 
ent of  the  department.  These  duties  are  largely 
increased  each  year.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  the  personal  supervision  exercised  by  the  Super- 
intendent over  the  one  hundred  and  thirty  men 
employed  in  the  lighting  and  extinguishing  of  the 
public  lamps  has  given  to  our  city  the  credit  of  hav- 
ing the  best-conducted  department  of  its  kind  in  the 
country.  The  laying  and  relaying  of  supplies  for 
the  gas  Lamps  is  dODe  by  from  30  to  50  men,  who  are 
employed  by  the  several  gas  companies,  but  who 
also  perform  their  duties  under  the  direction  of  the 
Superintendent  of  this  department.  The  annual  ap- 
propriation for  this  department  is  nearly  $450,000,and 
all  expenditures  are  directly  under  the  charge  of  the 
Superintendent  in  consultation  with  the  Committee 
of  the  department.  By  careful  and  watchful  cae  for 
the  interests  of  the  city  the  Superintendent  has  saved 
many  thousands  of  dollars  every  year.  The  salary  of 
the  Superintendent  was  fixed  ten  years  ago,  in  1871. 
at  $3000,  and  in  1874  it  was  increased  to  $3300.  where 
it  remained  until  May,  1877,  whtn  it  was  reduced  to 
$2800,  about  17  per  cent.,  when  other  salaries  were 
reduced  about  10  per  cent,  lu  1874  the  number  of 
pu  blic  lamps  in  Boston,  at  the  time  of  fixing  the 
salary  at  $3300,  was  9346,  and  the  present  number 
is  12,675.  The  amount  of  travel  and  labor  has  more 
than  kept  pace  with  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
lamps,  notwithstanding  which,  under  the  judicious 
care  and  management  of  the  Superintend  nt  and  the 
committee,  the  entire  cost  of  maintenance  of  the  de- 
partment, as  shown  by  the  annual  report,  was  in  1880 
fifty-one  thousand  dollars  less  than  in  1874.  To  the 
credit  of  the  management  of  the  department  it  should 
be  said  that  the  duty  of  supervision  is  done  by  the 
superintendent  without  assistance,  requiring  not  the 
ordinary  hours  from  nine  to  five  o'clock,  but  from 
early  morning  to  late  in  the  evening.  But  one 
clerk  is  employed  in  the  department,  and  every 
purchase  and  every  bill  against  the  depart- 
ment ieceive  the  most  careful  consideration  of 
the  superintendent.  All  the  accounts  are  kept 
in  the  most  perfect  aad  satisfactory  manner. 
To  give  some  idea  of  the  work  in  this  department, 
1  would  state  that  cue  hundred  aud  sixty  lanterns 
were  broken  on  the  4tb  of  July,  and  nearly  all  were 
repaired  in  the  repair  shops  of  the  department  on  the 
5th.  This  was  an  extraordinary  number.  Seven  were 
broken  on  the  Common  by  the  lacrosse  game,  but  the 
damage  was  slight  and  all  of  them  burned  on  the  eve- 
ning of  the  5th.  Twenty-two  were  broken  on  Swett 
ami  Boston  streets,  Washington  Village,  by  stones, 
and  eleven  ou  Walnut  avenue  and  Walnut  park,  Rox- 
bury.  in  like  maniipr.  AV  this  work  is  done  in  the 
aepair  shops,  under  tue  direction  of  the  Superinten- 
dent. I  do  not  say  one  word  against  any  other  de- 
partment, but  I  believe  there  is  no  department  con- 
ducted with  greater  diligence  and  cire  than  this.  1 
hope  the  board  will  place  him  on  an  equalitv  with 
the  other  superintendents,  because  the  work  is 
equally  as  arduous,  and  perhaps  a  little  more,  than 
some  of  the  others. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Sec.  35.  City  Architect,  $3000.  Alderman  Curtis- 
Does  that  include  the  whole  of  his  time? 

Alderman  Slade — It  is  supposed  so.  We  asked  no 
questions  at  all.  Tbe  Committee  on  Salaries  sup- 
posed that  all  city  employees  give  all  their  time  to 
the  city.  I  think  this  salary  is  too  small  aid  ought 
to  be  at  least  $3500.  1  think  that  is  low  enough  for 
the  office.    I  move  to  make  it  $3500. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 
.     Sec.  36,    Supt.  of  East  Boston  Ferries,  $2500.    Al- 
derman   Breck — I   move   to   amend  by  making    it 
,$2750.    He  has  a  great  deal  to  attend  to,  and  this 
position  is  an  arduous  one. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Sec.  38.  Supt.  of  City  Hospital,  $2200.  Ou  motion 
of  Alderman  Tucker  the  salary  was  fixed  at  $2500. 

Sec.  39,  Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public 
Grounds,  $2200.  Alderman'  O'Brien— I  believe  the 
salary  of  this  office  has  been  the  lowest  for  years  of 
any  salary  paid  to  the  head  of  a  department.  Cer- 
tainly no  superintendent  is  pulled  about  and  criti- 
cized so  much,  and  his  work  is  before  the  public 
more  than  that  of  any  other  head  of  a  department.  It 


requires  not  only  great  talent  for  the  office,  but  he 
has  to  lay  out  the  grounds  and  take  care  of  a  large 
number  of  men.  Iii  a  committee  meeting  on  Com- 
mon, ou  July  18,  it  was  voted  unanimously  that  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee  Mr.  Doogue  should  re- 
ceive a  salary  of  $3000.  I  move  that  his  salarv  be 
Uxed  at  $3000. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Sec.  40.  Chairman  and  Secretory  of  the  Board  of 
Assessors  $3200,  and  the  otlier  members  $3000.  Alder- 
man O'Brien— There  are  no  officers  in  tbe  city  of 
Boston  whose  responsibilities  are  greater  than  the 
Assessors.  The  pulling  and  hauling  of  the  depart- 
ment is  almost  equal  to  any  other.  We  have  at  the 
head  of  the  department  in  Mr.  Hills,  one  of 
the  most  intelligent  men  that  can  be  found  in 
this  city,  or  in  any  other  city,  for  an  office  of 
the  kind.  He  has  to  be  acquainted  with  all 
the  acts  of  the  legislature  in  connection  with  the 
assessment  of  taxes.  I  have  always  thought  his 
salary  aud  that  of  the  other  principal  Assessors  were 
on  too  low  a  scale.  I  therefore  move  that  the  salary 
of  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Assessors  be  fixea 
at  $4000,  the  Secretary  at  $3750,  and  the  three 
other  members  at  $3500.  The  Assessors'  de- 
partment is  one  of  the  most  important  of  all  the 
departments  of  our  city  government,  for  the 
assessment  of  taxes  is  among  the  chief  concerns  of 
the  citizen,  and  upon  an  intelligent,  honest  and  effi- 
cient administration  of  the  intricate  tax  laws  of  the 
State  depends,  in  a  great  measure,  the  prosperity  of 
the  community.  The  necessities  of  tbe  government 
make  it  indispensable  that  large  powers  be  entrusted 
!•■  the  officers  who  assess  the  taxes,  that  they  may 
compel  the  unwilling  to  contribute  their  share  to  the 
oublie  support;  but  at  the  same  time  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  citizen  must  be  protected,  or  his 
per-son  may  be  arrested  and  his  property  con- 
fiscaied  under  the  warrant  of  tbe  Assessor  .with- 
out due  process  of  law.  In  order  to  produce  tbe 
best  results  skill  and  discretion  must  be  found  in 
this  department,  or  they  will  be  wholly  wauling. 
The  work  performed  by  the  Assessors  is  vast,  dif- 
ficult and  delicate.  The  valuation  of  this  great  city- 
is  nearly  one  half  that  of  the  whole  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, exceeding  in  amount  the  total  valuation  of 
more  than  300  cities  and  towns  of  the  State.  For 
the  last  ten  years  there  has  been  raised  annually  an 
average  of  about  $9,000,000.  This  great  sum  must  be 
apportioned  upon  each  parcel  of  real  estate  and 
the  personal  property  of  the  citizens  with  an  accu- 
racy that  cannot  be  successfully  challenged  by  the 
taxpayer.  Considering  the  complicated  provisions 
of  the  laws  under  which  this  work  must  be  per- 
formed, ignorance  and  incauacity  would  entail  the 
loss  of  large  amounts  to  the  city,  to  lie  met  by  in- 
creased taxation.  The  pecuniary  result  of  the  work 
of  the  Board  of  Assessors  must  lie  and  is  id  the  exact 
ratio  of  their  knowledge,  skill  and  industry.  That 
tlie  work  of  the  Assessors  has  been  well  done  is  gen- 
erally admitted.  There  has  been  but  a  small  percent- 
age of  lo  s  by  abatements  for  errors  or  for  invalid 
assessments,  and  such  could  not  have  beeu 
the  case  unless  ability  and  careful  application 
to  the  interests  of  the  city  had  guided  the 
administration  of  this  important  department. 
The  salaries  of  the  five  principal  Assessors  in  1807. 
before  any  annexation  took  place,  was  $2500  each. 
Boxbury  was  annexed  in  1808,  and  Dorchester  in 
1870.  In  1871  the  salaries  of  the  five  were  increased 
to  $3000  each.  In  1874Charlestown,  West  Roxbury 
aud  Brighton  were  annexed,  and  that  year  the  salar- 
ies were  fixed  at.  $3000  for  four,  ami  $3500  for  the 
Chairman.  In  1877  the  salaries  were  reduced  to 
$2700  for  four,  and  $3200  for  the  Churman. 
Subsequently  during  this  year  the  salary  of 
the  Secretary  was  increased  to  $3200,  and  from 
that  tune  tile  salaries  have  remained  the  same. 
The  position  of  Principal  Assessor  is  no  sinecure; 
the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the  ulace  are 
constantly  increasing,  the  street  books,  which  are  the 
best  indicators,  show  that  the  work  has  increa-ed 
since  1807  more  than  300  per  cent.:  some  60  new  laws 
have  been  added  to  the  "Tax  Code"  since  that  year, 
adding  much  care  and  labor  to  the  department;  10 
eveiimg  sessions  of  the  board  arc  now  held  annuali> 
for  the  purpose  of  assessing  the  citizens  who  cannot 
afford  to  lose  tbe  time  during  tbe  day;  the  present 
system  of  registration  has  necessarily  increase  i  the 
work  of  tue  Assessors,  and  the  new  responsibility  of 
deciding  whether  or  not  some  20,000  of  our  citizens 
are  able"  to  pay  for  "school  books"  is  an  added  dutv 
and  bv  no  means  a  light  one;  scarcely  u  year 
passes  that  the  legislature  does  not  add  new  laws 
to  the  "Tax  Code."  or  modify  or  amend  those  that 
are  already  iu  existence;  the  legislature  that  has  just 
adjourned  exacted  laws  that  will  add  uery  much  to 
thelabors  of  the  Assessors.    The  requirements  of  the 
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it  necessary  that  the  Principal  Assessor 

Id  have  -ohm-  knowledge  of  conveyancing,  as  he 

onstantlj  called  upon  to  oecide  as  to  the  owner- 

.  i  estates;  he  musthaveat'amiliaraequaintanee 

with  the  plans  of  estates,  of  which  there  are  a  great 

uuuioer  in   '.he   department,   especially  those  of  the 

outiyiug  wards.    While  it  was  detmed  necessary  to 

create  i  ions  in  order  to  relieve  many  of  the 

departments  of  the  city  hecauseof  the  increase  of 

business  in   thoss  departments,  the  Assessors  have 

been  able  I"  carry  on  the  business  of  the  department 

without  such  aid.    The  salaries  of  some  of  the  de- 

partment  officers  have  been  considerably  increased 

since  1867,  while  those  of  three  of  the  Principal  as- 

rs  have  been  but  slightly  increased. 

Salan  18G7.                        1880.   Increase, 
iierano  Col- 
t,  both  offl- 

t>y  one  per-  Dreasurer,  85,000)  ,,,  nnn 

eon £4,500    Collector,    g*500)  i."."™ 

Auditor    i't     Ac- 

counts 4,000                         5.000  1  Ofo 

of  Sewers...  2,500                           3.000  500 

ssupt.  of  Streets. . .  -',500                      3,400  yoo 
Supt.    01      Public 

2,500                             3,200  700 
er  of 

Fire  Wept 2,000                             3.000  1,000 

.    „  .                .  (Chairman,  3.200  700 

■'    PrV?cl»a,     ,A"  .,-,„,      •'. Secretary,    2.200  700 

lessors  (each;..     2,50C     ^;jpl1n.  As's  2,700  200 

);v  the  increase  of  these  salaries  none  ot  these 
lers  have  received  a  dollar  u  ore  than  they  were 
justly  entitled  to,  but  3  of  the  Principal  Assessors 
to  have  been  inadvertantly  overlooked. 
There  are  no  department  omcers  of  the  city  who 
are  so  poorly  paid  as  the  Assessors  for  the 
work  done  and  for  the  skill  and  knowledge  re- 
quisite for  the  proper  fulfilment  of  their  duties, 
in  paying  their  taxes  1  have  no  doubt  they  have 
lound  out  how  many  responsibilities  and  cares  are 
placed  upon  the  department.  Considering  the  ser- 
vices performed  I  thiuk  that  for  seme  years  past 
they  have  been  very  poorly  paid. 

The  amendments  were  adopted. 

Si  c.    11.    I'n at   Assistant   Assessors,   $7  per   day: 

Sect  >"'  dttittants,  $6  per  tin//,  ami  a  further  sum  of 

: a  On- Firsts  for  attending  the  sessions  of  the 

.,  Board.     Adopted  as  reported. 
.  42.  Providing  for  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
and  the  order  for  the  Treasurer  and  Audi- 
pay  the  salaries  of  city    officers.    Severally 
passed. 

Inspector  of  Milk.—  Alderman  Woolley— There  is 
one  salary  that  has  not  been  established,  the  Inspect- 
or of  Milk.  I  move  that  ii  be  estab'ished  at  the  rate 
oi  $1800  per  annum. 

Alderman  Sh.de— The  reason  that  does  not  appear 
on  the  Salary  bill  is  because  the  committee  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  That  salary  is  fixed  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  I  think  it  is  a  proper  thing  to 
do. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley  was  adopted  in 
the  following  form: 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  the  Inspector  of   Milk 

and  after  July  1st.  1881,  and  until  otherwise 

ordered,  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of   $1800  per  annum; 

said  sum  to   include  compensation  for  his  services 

under  Chapter  202  of  the  Acts  cf  1881. 

Auditor  if  Accounts.— On  motion  of   Alderman 
Hersey  the   subject  of  the  salary  of  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts  was  taken  from  the  taDle.    Alderman  Her- 
1  the  following  as  a  substitute: 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  salary  of  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
count; be  established  at  the  rate  of  $5000  per  annum, 
which  shall  be  in  full  tot  all  services  rendered,  and 
that  the  salary  received  by  him  as  Auditor  for  the 
County  ot  Suffolk,  and  as  Secretary  of  the  Cotnmis- 
i-  on  the  sinking  Fluids,  shall  be  deducted 
(herefrom)  and  he  shall  account  for  all  sums  of 
money  received  in  hi;  official  capacity. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  offer  an  amendment  that 
the  amount  be  fixed  at  $3V  0,  which  appears  to  be 
the  average  amount  paid  to  the  several  heads  of  de- 
partments. I  still  insist  upon  the  proposition  that 
the  City  Auditor  is  a  very  inferior  ufhee  in  eompari- 

witn  other  departments— I  mean  the  omce 
nuw  constituted.  If  you  will  attach  to  that  depart- 
ment matter!  of  greater  responsibility,  and  place  the 
Treasurer  and  every  other  disbursing  officer  under 
lonfjol,  1  will  be  glad  to  iucr-ase  the  salary  to  a 
competent  person. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  move  to  make  it  $4000.  I 
think  thai  alter  what  you  have  done  today  you 
ought  to  v  to  that  -alary  for  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
connts.   Vouhavi  an  who  fill  impor- 

tant positions  in  the  city  government.    Is  your  Au- 
more  important  than  your  Superintendent  of 


Health?  What  intelligence  or  ability  does  it  require 
to  attend  to  tnat  work?  It  is  merely  clerical  work. 
There  is  no  responsibility  to  it.  It  is  merely  the 
examination  of  a  few  bills.  The  duties  per- 
formed by  the  Superintendent  of  Health  are  far 
more  important,  and  of  far  greater  value  to 
the  city  of  Boston  than  those  performed  by  the  Au- 
ditor of  Accounts.  It  was  to  be  reasonable,  just  and 
equitable  that  I  offered  an  amendment  making  it 
$3500,  placing  him  on  an  equality  with  men  of  equal 
intelligence,  and  certainly  of  greater  responsibilities. 
If  you  pay  him  §4000  it  is  certainly  all  that  the  ser- 
vices of  the  Auditor  are  worth  to  the  city  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  am  very  sorry  that  this  mat- 
ter was  taken  up,  because  Alderman  Tucker,  who 
understands  it  very  much  better  than  I  do,  has  left 
the  hall.  I  think  we  hid  better  lay  it  over  until  next 
Monday,  when  we  may  understand  it. 

Alderman  Breck — Alderman  Tucker  said  he  was 
obliged  to  go  down  town  on  some  business,  and  «ould 
be  back  in  a  few  minutes. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table.  [For  further  ac- 
tion s-e  later  in  the  session.] 

The  Pay  of  Laborers.  Alderman  O'Brien — If 
there  is  no  other  business  in  order  I  would  make  a 
motion.  We  have  been  generous  to  all  the  head-  of 
departments,  and  I  think  we  ought  to  be  as  generous 
to  all  the  employees  of  the  city.  I  feel  that  tl  e  bone 
and  sinew  of  the  city,  the  men  who  do  all  the  work 
in  the  departments,  are  poorly  paid  as  com- 
pared witn  other  citres.  They  are  poorly  paid  as 
compaied  with  laborers  outside.  It  is  only  within  a 
few  days  tnat  11)00  men  connected  with  the  depart- 
ments of  the  city  of  .New  \  oik  marched  up  to  City 
Hall  and  demanded  on  increase  of  their  pay.  They 
are  now  paid  in  New  York  at  the  rate  of  §2  a -day. 
That  is.  they  receive  $1.00  for  eight  hours' work. 
We  pay  our  laborers  $1.75  for  10  hours'  work.  The 
city  of  New  York  pays  about  10  per  cent,  more  for 
labor  than  the  city  of  Boston  does.  I  am  sure  it  is 
moic  expensive  to  a  man  in  the  ci'y  of  Boston  to  pro- 
vide for  a  family,  and  take  care  ot  a  large  number  of 
children,  which,  unfortunately,  I  may  say,  our  labor- 
ers generally  have,  than  it  is  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  House  rents  are  higher  here.  I  would  there- 
fore offer  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  from  and  after  this  day  the  pay  of 
laborers  employed  by  the  different  departments  shall 
be  at  the  rate  of  $2  a  day  for  10  hours'  work. 

Alderman  Hersey— We  have  just  raised  the  sala- 
ries of  ihc  heads  of  departments  because  we  consider 
them  competent,  to  run  their  respective  departments. 
Now  it  is  proposed  by  the  order  of  the  gentleman  to 
dictate  to  those  heads  with  regard  to  the  details  of 
their  departments.  It  sterns  to  me  the  payments  of 
laborers  should  be  left  to  the  departments,  to  be 
fixed  by  the  superintendents  with  the  advice  of  the 
committees.  I  think  this  board  ought  not  to  have 
anything  to  do  with  it.  The  proper  tribunal  is  to  put 
it  in  charge  of  the  superintendents. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  cannot  agree  with  the  Alder- 
man who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  I  know  the  city 
government  have  always  fixed  the  pay  of  laborers 
connected  with  the  departments.  They  have  done 
so  ever  since  I  have  been  here,  and  I  believe  they 
will  continue  to  do  so.  If  any  department  varies 
from  the  price  fixed  or  attempted  to  be  fixed  by  the 
City  Council,  they  will  find  tnat  they  will  be  inter- 
fered with.  It  is  now  understood  that  each  depart- 
ment pays  at  the  rate  of  $1.75  a  day  for  laborers.  I 
think  it  is  very  competent  for  this  board  to  express 
their  opinion  and  say  that  the  pay  of  the  laborers 
should  be  fixed  at  $2  a  day.  It  is  just  as  compe- 
tent for  us  to  do  it  as  it  is  to  fix  the  pay  of  the  clerks 
in  the  different  departments,  which  we  lave  done 
from  tin.c  to  time. 

Aklerinaii  Slade— The  result  of  this  order  will  be 
this:  In  the  paving  department  there  are  about 1000 
men  emploj  ed.  The  work  is  all  hud  out.  The  ganus 
are  all  of  sufficient  size  to  use  up  all  the  money  we 
have,  working  the  men  pretty  late  until  the  winter. 
This  order  will  necessitate  the  discharge  of  at  least 
15  per  cent,  of  the  men— at  least  150.  We  shall  have 
to  do  the  work  on  hand  and  then  discharge  the  men, 
instead  of  carrying  them  along  into   the  winter.     Al- 

l l:Ii  I  have  always  agreed  to  paying  a  good,  fair 

price  for  labor,  it  seems  to  me  if  we  increase  this  pay 
at  this  tune  of  the  year,  it  will  upset  the  whole  work 
of  the  department.  It  will  certainly  necessitate  the 
discharge  Ol  those  150  men,  which  I  don't  desire  to  do. 

Alderman  Hersey— This  oroer  will  work  great  in- 
jury to  the  laboring  men.  Many  departments  have 
old  and  decrepit  men  who  cannot  earn  a  living  in 
any  other  position.  They  cannot  do  the  same  labor 
and  are  not  entitled  In  !»■  paid  the  same  wages  that 
able-bodied  men  are.  IT  this  is  the  tribunal  to  settle 
the  pay  of  laborers  il  ought  to  be  done  after  the 
committees  on  the  different  departments  have  re- 
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ported  upon  it.    I  move  that  the  order  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  ou  Paving. 

Alderman  Woolley — I  am  in  favor  of  the  passage 
of  the  order.  Two  dollars  a  day  is  little  enough  for 
a  laboring  man.  I  cannot  see  any  trouble  with  the 
Paving  Department  if  this  order  is  adopted.  If  we 
run  short  we  can  come  to  the  government  with  a 
a  good  grace,  because  they  will  have  advanced 
the  pay"  of  the  laborers.  It  will  be  nothing 
unusual  for  the  Paving  Department  to  ask  for  aii 
additional  appropriation.  In  my  opinion  it  will  be 
necessary  to  asK  for  an  extra  appropriation  on  ac- 
count of  the  extra  work  ordered  by  the  government 
that  we  aid  not  anticipate.  This  will  not  amount  to 
a  great  sum  of  money  and  I  do  not  think  it  will  be 
necessary  to  discharge  any  great  number  of  men. 
We  now  have  no  more  men  than  we  need  to  do  the 
work. 

Alderman  Slade— I  do  not  see  the  propriety  of  re- 
ferring this  to  the  Committee  on  Paving.  The  passage 
of  an  order  would  make  an  expense  of  about  §240  a 
day  additional  to  the  Paving  Department.  If  the  pay 
of  laborers  is  increased  we  must  in ci  ease  the  pay  of  all 
the  team  work,  and  that  will  amount  to  a  great  deal 
of  money.  The  sewer,  improved  severage  aud  other 
departments  come  under  this  head,  and  we  must  pay 
all  the  men  two  dollars  a  day  if  we  pa=s  this  order. 
I  think  it  ought  10  have  further  "onsideraiiou. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  order  was  laid 
upon  the  table. 

DISCONTINUANCE  OP  GREENWOOD  STREET. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  the  following: 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen— The  Joint 
Standing  Committee  on  Public  Lands  beg  leave  to 
report  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  committee  held  yes- 
terday it  was  voted  that  the  street  or  way  located  by 
the  committee  upon  land  in  their  charge,  adjoiuiug 
the  Marcella-street  Home,  as  shown  on  a  plan  de- 
posited with  the  City  Surveyor,  Jated  July  12, 1872, 
and  subsequently  i.amed  Greenwood  street  by  the 
honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  be  and  the  same 
hereby  is  discontinued,  and  that  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men lie  notified  of  this  action  of  the  committee. 

For  the  committee,  Hugh  O'Brien,  chairman, 

Kead,  and  thereupon  said  action  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  was  confirmed  by  the  board,  upon 
motion  of  Alderman  "Whitten. 

IMPROVED  SEWERAGE. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Improved  Sewerage  upon  the  petition  of 
John  Hennessey,  recommending  the  passage  of  an 
orner — Thao  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  John  Hen- 
nessey for  personal  injuries  while  employed  upon 
the  Improved  sewerage  works,  Oct.  22, 18T9,  the  sum 
of  $500,  upon  condition  of  his  giving  to  the  city  a 
release  and  discharge,  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solici- 
tor, for  all  claims  for  damages  against  the  city  ou 
account  of  said  injuries;  said  stun  to  be  charged  to 
the  loan  for  providing  an  improved  ,-ystem  of  sewer- 
age.   Order  passed,    Sent  down. 

SALARY  OF  AUDITOR  OP  ACCOUNTS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis  the  board  took  from 
the  table  the  matter  of  the  salary  of  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts. 

Alderman  Slade— If  we  give  the  Auditor  §5000  we 
shall  know  that  he  gets  $800  from  the  county.  I  sup- 
pose the  statute  will  take  care  of  that.  To  make  it 
perfectly  plain  to  the  Auditor  how  much  salary  he 
shall  draw  monthh,  if  we  should  make  his  salary 
$4200,  knowing  that  he  receives  $800  from  the  county, 
it  seems  it  would  be  plainer  ttun  to  make  it  contin- 
gent upon  something  else. 

Alderman  Whitten— Does  he  receive  it  himself  or 
dues  he  have  to  pay  it  to  some  one  else  in  his 
office? 

Alderman  Slade— I  presume  that  if  he  receives  the 
§800  from  the  county  it  will  be  for  himself. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  is  informed  that  last  year 
the  $800  was  divided,  $400  to  the  Auditor  aud  $< 00  to 
the  clerKs. 

Alderman  Hersey— The  Auditor  would  be  veiy 
unlikely  to  pay  over  $400  if  it  was  received  in  that 
way.  1  do  not  think  he  would  do  business  in  that 
Way. 

Alderman  Whitten — Would  he  call  upon  his 
clerks  to  do  the  work? 

Alderman  Hersey— In  engaging  his  clerk,  I  think 
he  could  stipulate  what  his  duties  would  be,  the  Ci-y 
Council  having  fixed  the  salary. 

Alderman  Tucker — If  this  matter  is  laid  over  until 
the  next  meeting,  t.e  board  will  better  understand 
it.  Til's  department  seems  to  have  been  selected  for 
criticism,  aud  the  board  should  know  whit  salaries 
are  paid. 

Alderman  Slade— It  will  be  well  to  finish  this  mat- 
ter to-day,  if  possible.    I  move  that  the  salary  of  tue 


auditor  be  $5000.  If  he  gets  $800  in  addition  to  that, 
let  him  do  what  he  pleases  with  it. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  am  willing  to  let  it  take  the 
usual  course  it  has  in  other  years,  but  to-day  it  has 
been  entirely  different  from  the  usual  proceeding.  1 
am  willing  tu  act  upon  the  salary  of  the  City  Auditor, 
but  1  do  not  propose  to  condense  the  two  matters  in 
one. 

Alderman  Slade— When  the  committee  reported 
there  bad  been  no  change  in  the  office  of  the  Audi- 
tor. The  committee  thought  Mr.  Turner  should 
have  the  additional  $750  on  account  of  the  sinking 
funds,  for  which  his  salary  used  to  be  $1000.  When 
I  came  into  this  board  in  1877  it  was  my  unfortunate 
duty  to  fix  salaries.  The  sentiment  of  the  people 
seemed  to  be  that  salaries  should  be  reduced,  aud 
there   was   a   general     reduction    of    about   $100,- 

000  —  the  most  thankless  duty  that  I  have  ever 
been  called  upon  to  perform.  It  gave  nobody 
satisfaction,  the  tax  payers  did  not  care  anything 
about  it,  and  the  people  who  did  the  work  thought 
they  were  not  getting  what  they  were  worth.  W  e 
now  have  a  new  man  for  Auditor,  and  although  I 
have  not  exchanged  a  word  with  him  on  the  subject.  I 
think  it  would  be  satisfactory  to  him  and  to  the  peo- 
ple outside  to  make  his  salary  $4000,  and  it  he  gets 
$800  from  the  county  it  will  be  so  much  more. 

Alderman  Woolley—  I  am  in  favor  of  the  order 
offered  by  the  Alderman  opposite.  I  believe  he  in- 
tends that  the  compensation  shall  be  $5000,  no  matter 
where  it  comes  from.  As  a  general  thing  I  agree 
with  my  friend  on  my  right  on  salaries  and  other 
matters,  but  in  this  case,  I  think  he  is  fixing  the  sal- 
aiy  at  a  sum  lower  than  the  office  demands.  I  1  e- 
.  ie ve  the  gentleman  is  worth  his  salary  and  will  ren- 
tier competent  service  for  it. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  agree  with  the  gentleman 
that  the  office  should  carry  $5000  with  it,  but  I  pro- 
test against  that  salary  being  fixed  for  the-  office  as 
now  constituted.  Fut  the  responsibility  upon  the 
office  that  should  belong  there,  and  1  am  willing  to 
vote  the  proper  salary.  But  so  long  as  the  heart  and 
lite  of  tue  accounting  department  has  been  strangled 
out  of  it,  ami  systematically  kept  out  of  it  for  years, 
it  consists  of  one  of  those  sentimental  fictions  Which 
this  board  appears  to  worship.  There  is  no  business 
of  importance  and  responsibility  attached  to  that 
office  as  now  constituted.  When  you  find  your 
treasury  running  So  loosely  for  years,  with  no 
check   upon  it  from   the   accounting   department. 

1  say  the  system  is  wrong.  I  believe  that  i espousi- 
biiity  has  been  purposely  shirked  by  the  accounting 
department.  I  believe  the  city  government  has  been 
governed  by  the  counsel  and  advice  of  the  City  Au- 
ditor to  a  great  extent,  rather  than  by  the  City  So- 
licitor. I  think  that  department  is  responsible  for 
the  fact  thatit  does  not  have  the  supervision  of  the 
disbursing  officers.  There  should  be  an  Auditor  or 
Comptrollpr  for  the  city  of  Bostou  superior  to  all 
other  departments,  who  will  stand  alone  and  above 
suspicion;  who  can  go  in  at  any  and  all  times  and  sec 
how  the  various  accounts  are  kept,  and  whether  the 
proper  responsibilities  surround  the  various  officers. 
Had  that  been  done  years  ago  you  would  not  have 
found  men  who  had  become  responsible  for  defalca- 
tions in  the  treasury  before  the  court  pleadiug 
that  they  were  not  liable  on  account  of  the 
inefficiency  of  your  accounting  department.  Tear 
after  year  we  passed  those  accounts  when  we 
now  know  they  were  false.  That  is  what  your  Audi- 
tor is  for.  Any  clerk  can  go  over  the  bills  and  see 
that  they  are  charged  to  the  differentappropiiations; 
it  is  simply  a  question  of  figures.  The  position  oi 
auditor  is  a  fiction.  He  is  simply  the  head  of  a  de- 
partment aud  as  such  should  have  a  proper  salary. 
As  $3500  seems  to  be  the  average  salary  of  heads  of 
departments  I  am  opposed  to  any  figure  above  that 
for  the  Auditor.  But  fix  it  as  you  will,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve iu  establishing  salaries  so  that  the  public  does 
not  know  what  an  officer  receives.  The  salary  should 
be  fixed  so  that  any  man  who  asks  the  question  wi  1 
be  able  to  find  out  exactly  what  the  amount  is.  I  thin  i; 
Mr.Hersey's  order  should  be  passed  with  that  change. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  heartily  agree  with  what  the 
Alderman  ha"  said.  The  Alderman  who  offered  this 
order  has  .-aid  from  time  to  time  that  we  ought  to 
pay  for  responsibility;  that  the  Treasurer's  office  was 
a  very  responsible  oue,  that  he  gave  oonds  amounting 
to  $150,000,  and  that  we  ought  to  pay  for  these  large 
responsibilities,  I  think  so  too,  although  I  think  he 
fixed  the  saiary  of  the  Treasurer  far  beyond  what  I 
consider  a  reasonable  limit.  But  here  is  an  office 
where  there  are  few  or  no  responsibilities,  where  the 
bond  is  a  mere  nominal  sum  of  $5000;  ami  you 
tix  upon  that  office  one  of  the  highest  salaries 
paid  in  City  Hall.  I  offered  an  order  putting 
responsibility  upon  the  Auditor's  department  of 
examining  the  accounts  in   the  other    department. 
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it   time  did  not   liKe  it,  did   not 

assume  the  resj aibility.   Ke  wrote  another 

,/iu-r.    ttison.the  Hies  of  the  0  IJep'art- 
i  the  handwriting  of  all  tii"  orders  that 
con   the  Audi                      riieut.    It  places  the 
.ility  on  .in  expert.    I  think  that  responsi- 
i.ilit\  ought  to  rest  on  the  Auditor  and  tin-  expert 
tier  hid  direction,    I  would  give  lnm 
just  a*  many  experts  as.he  wanted  to  attend  faith- 
fully to  the  work.    Tlio  Auditor  ought  to  control  the 
movements  (.f  the  expert.    He  ought  to  know  more 
about  th<-  bills  and  accounts  of  the  different  depart- 
ments than  any  other  man   in  City  Hall.     If  you  em- 
lert,  li.  would  come  in  a   new  man,  and 
like  to  know  what  a  new  man  would  know 
uch  things.    It  takes  a  man  of  good  average 
ability  six  mouths' to  get  even  Hie  hang  ot   the  de- 
tails   01    an    Alderman',-    duly.     Why    baa   this   nr- 
sai     l     speak    of    been     lying    for    eight 
;  ii    the  tiles  of    the  Committee   on    Oidi- 
■iniiii.ittee    were    afraid  to   pus-   it. 
They  did   not  want  an  expert  >tnt  into  the  different 
departments   until  the  suits  now  pending  were   set- 
i  our  treasury  i-  not  under  proper  protei  tiqu 
hi   to  protect  it   immediately,  without  regard 
ciuences.    if  these  bonds  are  not  paid  on  ac- 
count  ot  irregularities  there,  we  should  out  safe- 
guards so  as  to  take  care  oi  irregularities  in  the  fu- 
ture, without  regard  to  the  issue  ou  these  bonds.  Put 
the  responsibility  on   the  Auditor  that  he  ought  to 
nd   1  win  agree  to  vote  biin  a  large  salary. 
Bat  when  we  -have   an  Auditor  without    responsibil- 
ee  any  common  sense  or  justice  in  vot- 
:m  extraordinary  salaiv.     I  move  that 
mi   Hersev's order   be  amended  to  make  the 
-nm    s-tnOO  for  all  services   rendered   the   city   and 
county. 
Alderman  Hersey  explained  that  Ins  order  reduces 
Iroui  what  the  late  Auditor  re- 
ceived. 

Alderman  Whitten  desired    the  order  so  worded 
tnat  the    net  salary  wouhi  be  $5000.    He  desired  it 
hat  the  other  branch  wouhi  concur. 
Alderman    Haldeuran    desired  the  salary  fixed  so 
that  the  Council  would  concur.    The  salary  had  been 
'  d  from  time  to  time,  not  because  of   the  iir- 
e  of   the  department,  but  simply  because  oi 
on    who   tilled    the    place,  Mr.   Alfr.-d  T. 
Turner.     A  gentleman  who  lias  grown  old  and  faith- 
ful  in  service  should  he  rewarded.     A.  young  man 
beginning  his  official  capacity  should  not  commence 
where  so  old  and  venerable  a  predecessor  left  off. 

Alderman  Curtis  understood  Alderman    Mersey's 
order  to  mean  that  tin-  $750  and   $800  were  to  be  de- 
000,  leaving  $3460. 
Alderman  Horsey  said  such  w»s  not  his  intention, 
but  that  li  those  extra-  were  received   in  addition  to 
.  were  to  be  turned  into  the  treasnrv. 
Alderman  Blade  thought  they  should  do  nothing 
with  the  Suffolk  County  Auditor  matter. 

Alderman  O'Brien  said  the  Cltv  Council  could 
make  that  -alary  what  it  pleased,  even  son. 

Alderman  Slade  said  the  salary  had  never  been 
fixed. 

Alderman  O'Brien  said  the  Auditor  had  drawn  the 
outside  limit.  The  statute  said  not  exceeding  9800, 
hut  the  City  Council  can  make  it  $1000. 

In  response  to  a  question  by  Alderman  Whitten, 
the  City  Clerk  explained  that  the  statute  in  relation 
.iv  Auditor  was  passed  two  years  ago,  provid- 
ing that  the  Auditor  of  tbe  city  of  Boston  shall  be 
Auditor  of  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  for  bis  ser- 
vices a  i  trie  assistants  sluii  be  paidasum 
not  exceeding  shOO  a  year,  and  the  same  for  any  part 
of  a  year.  There  ought  to  have  been  an  order  passed 
by  tbe  Board  of  Aldermen  fixing  that  salary,  hut  it; 
never  ha-  been  passed.  The  hoard  lixes  the  salaries 
for  county  officers,  and  this  salary  can  be  fixed  in 
the  Salary  bill  ii  the  board  choose.  It  is  the  same  in 
regard  to  the  office  Of  secretary  of  the  sinking  fund, 
who  l-  to  be  paid  such  a  salary  as  tbe  City  Council 

Alderman  Curtis  wanted  the  question  divided  into 
three  parts,  and  to  fix  the  salary  of  the  Auditor  of 
the  eitj  ol  Boston  first. 

Alderman  O'Brien  withdiew  his  aineltuent. 

Alderman  Curtis  moved  that  the  salary  ot  the  City 
Au  litor  be  83000,  and  gave  notice  that  if  that  was 
adopted  lie  would  move  to  fix   the  other   -daries  for 

a,  it  office, 

Alderman  Wbltten  desired  tbe  salary  to  tx 
net,  covering  the  onto  s  ut  Auditor  ol  the  County  and 
Secretary  '  '  ■''  Commissicners. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Curtis  to  make  the 
I    die  City    Auditor   $3000   was    lost,  li   for,  6 
nst. 
(In  motion  of  Alderman  Caldwell  the  salary  of  the 
-  .alitor  was  fixed  a< 


(hi  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis  the  salary  of  Hie 
Audit,  r  ot  the  County  of  Suffolk  was  fixed  at  8800. 

On  motion  ot  Alderman  Whitten  the  salary  of  the 
secretary  of  the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  was 
fixed  at  $700. 

As  adopted,  the  section  fixing  the  salary  of  City 
Auditoi  is  sent  down  for  concurrence  in  the  fol- 
lowing form: 

Sect.  C.  The  salary  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
shall  be  at  the  rite  of  thirty-five  hundred  dollars  per 
annum,  and  he  shall  be  allowed  the  further  sum  of 
Seven  hundred  dollars  par  annum,  for  services  as 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  CommisMonets  on  the 
Sinking  fund.  He  shall  account  for  all  sums  cf 
money  received  in  his  official  capacity. 

And  the  order  fixing  the  salary  of  the  Auditor  of 
the  County  OI  Suffolu  is  as  follows: 

ordered'.  That  the  salary  allowed  to  the  Auditor  Of 
the  County  of  Suffolk,  pursuant  to  Chap.  256  of  the 
Acts  ot  1879,  be  tixed  until  oilier"  ise  ordered  at  the 
sum  of  §8011  in  toll  for  himself  and  his  assistants:  and 
tliat  said  sum  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  I  he 
Countv  ot  Suffolk. 

The  several  Sections  and  orders  in  the  Salary  bill 
(City  Hoc.  00),  were  then  passed  as  amended.  Sent 
down. 

OLD   STATE   HOUSE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Whitten  the  beard  look 
from  the  table  the  subject  of  the  restoration  and 
lease  of  the.  Old  State  House.  Alderman  Whitten 
explained  thai  tuere  bad  been  a  little  variation  in 
the  proposition  ot  the  Conference  Coinmit'ec.  end 
he  offered  toe' following 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  be  authorized  to  expend  from  tbe  appf 6- 
prialion  therefor,  a  sum  not  exceeding  §35,000  in  re- 
storing the  Old  State  House  substantially  to  i:-  ap- 
pearance iii  A.  D.  1700, and  said  committee  be  author- 
ized to  lease  the  rooms  on  the  lower  floor  and  has, - 
ment  for  a  -erin  net  exceeding  twenty  yeais,  for 
suitable  be  mess  purposes,  at  a  minimum  rent  of 
§16,0  to  per  annum,  and  to  lease  the  Memorial  Halls 
to  a  responsible  society  which  will  keep  the  rooms 
open  id  all  proper  hour-  to  the  public,  and  maintain 
the  character  of  the  same  without  expense  to  the  city. 

Alderman  Whitten— Objections  were  made  by  sev- 
eral me  tdiers  to  a  divided  ownership.  That  is  sup- 
posed to  be  obviated  by  this  order.  The  committee 
would  put  into  the  lease  a  clause  that  no  repairs 
should  be  made  by  the  city  during  the  continuance 
of  toe  lease  flistis  the  only  change,  aside  from 
the  fact  that  many  tenants  are  giving  notice  that 
the.'  shaH  move  and  that  the  present  lessee  is  look- 
ing for  other  quarters. 

Alderman  Her.-ey  moved  that  the,  committee  re- 
ceive a  proposition  to  rent  the  Memorial  Hall  at 
what  thty  esteem  a  fair  rental,  before  entering  into 
any  contract  for  repairs. 

Alderman  Whitten — 1  do  not  think  the  intention 
was  to  get  very  much  rental  from  the  hall. 

Alderman  Slade  thought  they  should  pa-s  an  order 
allowing  the  present  lessee  to  remain  as  a  tenant  at 
will,  and  perhaps  the  City  Council  will  do  something  ■ 
before  the  year  is  out. 

Alderman  O'Brien— He  is  a  tenant  at  will  now  and 
the  rent  i-  going  on.  Unless  we  agree  upon  some 
compromise  this  will  be  continually  coming  before 
us  during  the  balance  of  the  year.  I  believe  in  my 
first  proposition,  that  this  old  memorial  building 
ought  to  tie  taken  possession  of  by  the  city  and  used 
for  no  other  mirpose.  I  do  not  believe  that  dollars 
and  cents  should  come  into  the  consideafion  of 
this  question.  But  really  I  have  got  tired  of 
it.  We  ought  to  settle  it  on  tbe  basis  of  a 
compromise  from  the  Council.  You  certainly 
cannot  expect  any  better  terms  from  them,  and  it 
meets  us  more  than  half  way.  I  appeal  to  the  Al- 
derman from  the  Highlands,  if  be  thinks  that  even 
from  a  money  point  of  view  he  is  acting  for'Le  it  ter- 
ests  of  the  city  in  delaying  this  matter,  and  to  the 
other  Aldermen,  if  they  feel  that  in  not  accepting 
the  compromise  they  are  acting  for  the  interes'..-  of 
the  city.  1  have  never  looked  at  it  from  a  money 
point  of  view  and  never  want  to.  I  look  upon  this 
old  building  as  one  that  ought  to  be  preserved  as  a 
sacred  memorial.  You  have  no  other  like  it  in  Bos- 
ton; all  are  destroyed;  the  Old  South  don't  compare 
with  it. 

Alderman  Slade— This  meeting  was  called  to  dis- 
c  u  s  salaries,  and  we  have  sat  three  hours.  It  seems 
to  me  we  don't  want  to  go  into  a  discussion  of  the 
Old  S.ate  House. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  subject  was  laid 
upon  the  ttible. 

SUNNING  Cf  BOATS  ON  Till:  POBLIC  GARDEN   POND 
ON  SUNDAYS. 

Alderman  O'Brien— There    is   one   little    matter 
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which  I  desire  to  call  to  the  attention  of  the  board 
90  as  to  make  a  record  of  it.  Tf  they  refer  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  Common  Council  of  last  year 
they  will  find  that  the  following  petition  was  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9: 

Boston,  July  8, 1880. 

To  the  Honorable  City  Government  of  the  City  of 
Boston,— The  undersigned.thinking  that  in  every  way 
it  would  be  advantageous  to  have  the  pleasure  boats 
on  the  pond  of  the  Public  Garden  at  the  disposition 
of  those  who  may  wish  to  use  them  on  Sundays,  a9 
well  as  on  weekdays,  respectfully  petitions  your  hon- 
orable body  to  take  such  steps  as  will  bring  about 
this  desirable  result.  It  seems  to  him  to  be  the  one 
day  of  all  when  the  use  of  them  would  give  the 
greatest  pleasure  to  the  largest  number  of  our  citi- 
zens. 

(Signed)  Nathan  Appleton. 

The  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares  were  im- 
portuned by  large  numbers  of  other  citizens  to  grant 
this  lequest,  among  them  some  of  the  most  distin- 
guished residents  of  the  Back  Bay,  like  Dr.  Bowditch 
and  that  class  of  men.  Thinking  there  was  no  im- 
propriety in  granting  the  request,  the  committee 
Sassed  a  vote  allowing  the  boats  to  be  run  on  Sun- 
ay.  There  was  no  interference  with  ihem  last  year 
whatever.  The  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares 
thought  there  was  no  greater  impropriety  in  allowing 
the  boats  on  the  Public  Garden  to  be  run  on  Sunday 
than  there  is  in  allowing  boats  to  be  hired  at  the  dif- 
ferent wharves  in  the  city  for  excursions  down  the 
harbor,  and  that  there  was  no  impropriety  in 
allowing  the  hundreds  of  children  on  the  Pub- 
lic Garden  on  Sunday  to  have  excursions  on 
these  boats  than  there  is  to  allow  gardens  in 
the  suburbs  to  be  opened  and  fees  charger! 
for  entrance;  that  there  was  no  more  impropriety  in 
allowing  the  children  to  enjoy  a  sail  on  the  pond 
than  it  was  for  the  Police  Commissioners  to  allow 
the  sale  of  newspapers  in  the  streets  of  Boston.  They 


were  not  interfered  with  last  year  and  gave  a  great 
deal  of  pleasure  to  hundreds  of  women  and  children. 
A  few  weeks  ago  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Squares  voted  "that  Mrs.  Julia  Paget  be  allowed  to 
run  her  boats  on  the  Public  Garden  pond  during  the 
season,  under  the  direct  on  of  the  superintendent." 
That  is  precisely  the  vote  passed  last  year.  Mrs. 
Paget  is  a  poor  soldier's  widow  with  a  large  family 
to  support,  and  is  recommended  and  endorsed  bv 
every  resident  at  the  South  End  and  around  the  . 
Public  Garden.  When  she  attempted  to  run  her 
boats  two  Sundays  ago  an  officer  on  the  Com- 
mon interfered  and  told  her  that  if  she  run 
her  boats  he  would  arrest  her  and  have  her 
fined  some  $30,  $40,  or  $50.  She  consulted  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Squares  about  it,  and  they 
informed  her  that  they  thought  there  would  be  no 
trouble.  Last  Sunday  she  ran  her  boats  again,  and 
this  officer  had  warrauts  issued  and  arrested  her, 
and  to-day  he  brought  her  before  the  Municipal 
Court,  by  whom  I  believe  she  was  discharged.  He 
expected  to  impose  a  fine  of  from  £30  to  $50  on  that 
poor  widow,  just  because  she  run  her  boats  at  the 
request  of  distinguished  citizens  on  the  Back  Bay, 
ana  with  the  consent  of  the  Committee  on  Common. 
I  am  aware,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  it  may  interfere 
with  some  old  statute  law.  Until  a  short  time  ago 
smuking  in  the  streets  of  Boston  was  a  violation  of 
an  old  statute  law,  but  that  has  been  repealed.  But 
what  police  officer  ever  interfered  with  a  man 
for  smoking  a  cigar  in  the  street?  But  1  want 
to  put  on  record  the  fact  that  our  Police  Commis- 
sioners are  waking  up;  that  a  poor  widow  woman 
was  arrested  and  brought  before  the  Municipal  Court 
lor  running  her  boats  on  the  Public  Garden  oond  on 
Sundav.  After  such  a  laudable  act,  I  hope  they  will 
do  things  of  greater  importance.  But  I  will  say  that 
99  out  of  every  100  people  of  Boston  will  say  with 
me,  that  it  was  a  mean  and  contemptible  act. 
Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JUIjY    21,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Andrew  J. 
Bailey,  1'reaident,  iu  the  chair. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Lauteu,  oi  Ward  U,  the  roll 
was  called  with  tlie  following  resalt: 

Present— Bailev,  Beal,  Bigelow,  Boyle,  Briinbe- 
com,  Brown,  Clapp  (H.),  ConneU,  Costello,  Daly, 
Doherty,  Dudley,  Edd\ ,  Emerv,  Fitzoatrick,  Free- 
man, Folan.  Gove,  Gr'eeuough,  Harding,  Hart,  Hil- 
ton, Hosier,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Maguire,  McCorinick, 
McNamara,  Morrison  (X.  M.),  Morrison  (P.),  Mullett, 
Murphv,  Parkman.  Pope.  Pratt,  Pray.  Quigley, 
Rogers",  Rosnosky,  Smith,  Swan,  Teevan,  \  lies, 
Wakefield,  Walsh"  Welch,  Wheeler,  Whitmore,  Wil- 
liams-49. 

AbseDt— Barry.  Bartlett,  Bowker,  Child,  Clapp  (H. 
B.).  Conlin,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Dana,  Denney.  Devlin, 
Dohertv  (C.  F.),  Farwell,  Fisk,  Ford,  Huntress, 
Mathews,  McLaughlin  (?.  JO,  Means,  Powers.Wbar- 
fcon— 21. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 
Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 
Remonstrance  of  F.  J.  Ward  and  others  against 
extension  of  building  limits  in  Ward  22. 

Mr.  Cusiello  of  Ward  22—1  understand  that  that 
protest  is  against  the  original  limits  proposed  by  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 
It  is  ii"t  agains:  the  plan  proposed  by  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances. 
The  remonstrance  was  placed  on  file. 

The  Woodward  Defalcation. 
Reference  to  a  Joint  Special  Committee  of  the  pe- 
tition of  Samuel  Litte  and   others  that  Charles  H. 
Dennie  am',  his  bonds  be  not  liable  for  the  defalca- 
tion of  John  A.  Woodward. 

.Mr.  Wheeler— T  move  the  reference  of  that  matter 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department. 

Mr.  Smith  Ward  21  —I  move  that  it  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  IS— I  hope  it  will  be  laid  on  the 
tableand  not  referred  to  any  committee.  That  peti- 
tion, if  i  was  headed  "A  petition  for  the  relief 
of  the  bondsmen  of  Charles  H.  Dennie," 
would  be  lust  light.  As  it  is  now  it  don't  tell  us 
what  it  "leans.  The  state  of  thecaseis  this:  We  have 
had  that  matter  before  the  Treasury  Committee  a 
good  manv  time5;  it  has  been  reported  to  the  City 
Council  aiid  accepted  by  both  branches.  We  have 
passed  an  order  through  both  branches  instructing 
the  legal  officers  to  commence  action  against  Charles 
H.  DenLie  and  his  bondsmen.  That  action  has  been 
conmienceo.  It  is  in  the  courts,  and  tbey  have  ac- 
cepted the  decision  of  the  courts.  Now  they  come 
here  and  a-k  us  to  relieve  Mr.  Dennie.  1  do  not 
think  it  is  in  good  taste  to  ask  any  such  thing.  Mr. 
Dennie  has  never  been  before  this  committee  in  any- 
way to  ask  them  to  relieve  him.  I  think  the  Coun- 
cil and  the  Aldermen  understand  this  thing  as  well 
as  thev  ever  will,  and  if  it  is  in  order,  I  move  that 
those  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw;  and  for 
this  reason:  The  ease  is  now  in  the  courts  and  we, 
a.  a  city  government,  have  no  legal  or  moral  right 
to  pass  a  vote  here  to  relieve  Mr.  Dennie. 
It  is  in  the  courts,  and  let  it  be  settled  by  the  courts. 
If  it  goes  against  us  legally,  amen:  let  us  stand  it. 
What  will  it  mean  if  we  pass  a  vote  here  to  relieve 
Mr.  Dennie?  It  means  to  relieve  not  only  his  bonds- 
men but  the  bondsmen  of  John  A.Woodward  for 
twentv  thousand  dollars,  which  can  be  collected, 
When  Mr.  Dennie  ha*  met  a  loss;  and  till  then  it  can- 
not be  collected  by  anybody.  Now  let  it  be  in  the 
courts  where  it  "is  Let  the  honorable  gentlemen 
present  a  petition  if  tliev  want  to  relieve  Mr.  Detune 
a?  an  act  of  charity,  and  by  the  money  they  represent 
they  can  afford  to  pay  every  dollar  into  the  City 
Treasury,— that  is,  about  ninety  thousand  dollars. 
When  they  do  that  I  will  join  hands  with  any  com- 
mittee and  be  one  to  nay  as  much  money  as  any 
man  signing  that  petition'  to  relieve  Mr.  Dennie. 
Tuat  petition  sa\s  to  every  voung  man  occupying  a 
position  of  honor  and  trust  in  the  city  of  Boston, 
"Go  on  and  do  ju^t  what  you  please;  your  superiors 
will  back  you  up  in  any  way :  we  will  get  round  it 
and  relieve  you  of  any  trouble."  Is  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton la  a  situation  to  take  such  a  position  a-  that?  The 


bondsmen  ol  Charles  H.  Dennie  had  a  God-given  op- 
portunity to  immortalize  themselves.  They  should 
have  come  up  and  said,  "How  much  do  we  owe?  We 
will  settle  this  thing."  There  was  their  opportunity ; 
bnt  they  never  said  they  would  pay  anything.  They 
lost  the  opportunity  d  doing  an  hoaest  act.  I  hope 
we  shall  give  these  petitioners  leave  to  withdraw, 
but  I  will  join  in  relieving  Mr.  Dennie  and  give  as 
much  as  any  man  on  that  petition. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9 — While  I  agree  entirely 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  18,  havin>  bad  the 
matter  in  view,  I  concur  heartily  in  what  he  has 
said.  When  that  petition  was  published  in  the 
paper,  I  confess  I  was  astonishe  '  at  the  names  of  the 
gentlemen  who  signed  it,  representing,  as  they  do, 
some  of  the  heaviest  business  ineu  in  Bos- 
ton and  some  of  the  largest  taxpayers.  It 
made  uie  feel  as  if  the  view  I  had  taken  up  to  this 
time  of  Mr.  Dennie's  matter  was  erroneous,  when  I 
saw  tie  names  signed  to  that  petition.  For  that  rea- 
son I  think  thev  might  at  least  have  an  opportunity 
to  state  wby  they  sigued  that  petition.  If  they  come 
before  a  committee  and  say  that  they  signed  it  from 
an  er  ,-oneous  impression  of  the  facts,  or  from  good 
nature,  as  manv  petitions  are  signed,  I  think  that 
will  be  the  end  of  the  matter,  and  we  shall  all  hear- 
tily agree  with  the  view  taken  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  18.  But  looking  at  that  petition,  one 
of  the  strongest  that  has  been  presented  to  the 
city  government  for  some  time,  I  think  that  per- 
haps we  may  get  some  additional  views  of  what 
is  right  and  just  in  the  matter.  While  advo- 
cating the  reference  to  a  committee,  I  do  not  wish  to 
show  in  the  least  that  1  would  let  down  the  bars  for 
holding  our  officers  up  to  their  strictest  duty.  At  the 
same  time  I  think  we  can  fairly  hear  what  tiiese  pe- 
titioners have  to  say.  without  saying  that  we  retreat 
at  all  troui  the  position  taken.  With  reference  to 
referring  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, I  think  that  the  committee  have  already 
bad  it  in  charge  and  exnressed  their  views.  I  think 
it  would  be  more  proper  to  refer  it  to  a  new  com- 
urtte-i. 

Mr.  Wheiler— had  I  known  that  the  gentle- 
man from  ward  18  would  make  this  motion, 
I  certainly  sho  lid  not  have  made  t  le  mo' ion  to  com- 
mit, because  I  agree  with  him  fully  and  endorse 
every  word  he  said.  I  am  ready  for  the  reasons 
which  he  has  given  and  for  other  reasons  which 
might  be  stated,  to  vote  for  his  motion.  I  think  we 
are  preparerl  to  act  upon  it  to-night.  I  am  quite 
sure  that  this  petition  was  signed  under  a  misappre- 
hension I  know  as  a  fact  that  three  signers  were 
under  a  misapprehension  and  would  not  now  si^n  a 
petition  of  this  kind.  I  am  disposed  to  withdraw  my 
motion  and  advocate  that  of  the  gentleman  front 
Ward  18.  If  that  fails,  however,  I  think  we  should 
refer  it  to  a  committee  which  understands  the 
subject  and  not  create  a  special  committee  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  matters  connected 
with  the  treasury  department.  They  understand  this 
case  better  than  any  .-pecial  committee  could.  We 
ought  not  to  create  special  committees  in  the  ordi- 
nary form  Of  business.  A  matter  of  this  kind  should 
be  referred  to  a  standing  committee.  I  n  ithdraw  the 
motion  to  refer  and  hope  that  the  motion  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Warn  18  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— There  is  a  great  deal  of 
truth  in  what  the  gentleman  has  said,  and  a*  some  ot 
the  bondsmen  have  told  the  matter,  that  itia^much  as 
the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department,  or  what- 
ever committee  w:is  charged  with  investigating  the  ac- 
counts of  the  Treasury  Department,  certified  that  the 
accounts  were  correct,  and  that  they  ought  not  to  be 
held  liable  In  referring  this  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Treasury  Department,  I  can  see  that  such  action 
would  not  be  proper,  because  that  at  the  tune  they 
made  their  examination  .-ome  ot  the  money  was 
stolen. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11 — I  was  very  much  sur- 
prised to  see  that  petition  and  the  names  attached 
to  it.  I  took  the  trouble  to  see  some  of  the 
gentlemen  whose  names  arc  there  and  hear  what 
was  their  reason  for  signing  the  petition.  They 
said  that  Mr.  Deimie  had  stolen  no  money; 
that  they  were  very  sorry  for  Mr.  Dennie  and 
would  like  to  see  him  let  off.  1  replied  to  those 
gentlemen  that  that  was  a  petition  to  encourage  dis- 
honesty in  the  city  government,  and  that  I  could 
look  at  it  in  no  other  wav;  that  it  was  a  very  clear 
case,  which  is  aiven  to  the  courts  to  be  settled  upon 
its  merits.  I  do  not  think  it  is  for  us  to  uiterfere 
with  any  action  for  or  against  Mr.  Dennie.  The 
courts  will  settle  the  matter,  ami  that  will  be  the  end 
of  it.  If  we  are  going  to  permit  such  petitions  as 
that  to  make  us  take  any  action  iu  favor  of  Mr.  Den- 
nie, it  would  be  a  bad  precedent  I  hope  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  18  will  prevail. 
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Mr.  Wheeler— I  bey  to  make  one  single  suggestion 
further  in  answer  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Warn  14. 

The  President  reminded  Mr.  Wheeler  that  the 
question  was  upon  laying  upon  the  table,  and  that 
discussion  upon  the  merits  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21 — 1  heartily  concur  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  IB.  It  is  a  very  good  thing 
when  a  gentleman  gvts  into  trouble  to  go  around 

ThePresident  reminded  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21 
that  the  debate  should  be  upon  loyingupon  the  table. 

Mr.  Smi'h  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Wheeler  withdrew  the  motion  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  move  that  the  petition  be  re- 
ferrt  d  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  That  is  the 
law  committee  of  the  Ci'y  Council.  As  the  gentle- 
man has  already  stated  the  matter  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  law  department;  and  that  committee  is 
the  only  proper  one  to  deal  with  a  question  of  that 
kind.  It  has  never  been  called  upon  to  pass  an  opin- 
ion upon  the  subject,  and  being  composed  largely  of 
lawyers  it  seems  to  me  it  is  a  proper  tribunal  to  con- 
sider tnis  matter.  It  is  also  a  joint  commit- 
tee. I  do  nt't  think  this  matter  is  one  which  calls 
for  a  special  committee.  It  does  not  rise  to  theimpor- 
tance  of  appointing  a  special  committee.  It  is  only 
an  application  for  the  payment  of  damages,  or  some- 
thing of  that  kind.  For  that  reason  it  should  go  to 
one  of  our  joiut  committees,  and  I  move  to  refer  to 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of   Ward  21,  the  subject 
was  laid  upon  the  table.    Mr.  Wheeler  moved  a  re- 
consideration, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 
Care  of  the  Common. 

Order  directing  the  Police  Commissioners  to  fur- 
nish such  police  protection  to  the  Common,  etc.,  as 
the  committee  on  that  department  may  require. 

Mr.  Whitmore  inquired  whether  the  Council  has 
auy  power  to  direct  the  Police  Commissioners  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duty. 

ThePresident — IE  the  gentleman  asks  my  opinion 
I  should  say  I  think  they  have. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— Has  this  been  considered 
by  a  committee? 

The  President— It  does  not  come  as  the  report  of  a 
committee. 

Mr.  Wheeler  moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Police. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  18— The  matter  has  been  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares,  and 
fully  considered  by  them. 

The  Council  refused  to  iefer  to  the  Committee  on 
Police— 17  for,  27  against. 

The  order  was  pa-sed  in  concurrence,  and  a  re- 
consideration moved  by  Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  was  lest. 

Trie  Case  of  Michael  Hourihan. 

Report  and  order  requesting  the  Police  Commis- 
sioners to  give  a  hearing  on  the  petition  of  Michael 
Hourihan  relative  to  ill  treatment  by  members  of  the 
police  force. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— This  is  a  somewhat  ex- 
traordinary order.  I  should  like  to  have  a  little  ex- 
planation. I  do  not  know  why  it  should  come  in 
here  in  this  shape. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 
Building  Limits. 

Report  and  an  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in 
relation  to  the  regulation  and  inspection  of  buildings. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  ordinance  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Costello,  of  Ward  22,  moved  that  the  rale   be 
suspended,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  suggestion  of   Mr. 
Whitmore  that  the  question  w  as  likely  to  give  rise  to 
debate,  and  it  was  desirable  to  have  it  go  over. 
Improved  Sewerage. 

Report  and  order  to  pay  John  Hennessey  $500  for 
injuries  received  on  the  improved  sewerage  works 
Oct.  22, 1879.  Report  accepted  and  order  read  twice 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Clapp,  of  Ward  14,  ana  passed  in  concurrence. 
Proposed  Change  of  Mayor's  Salary. 

Order  for  an  application  to  be  made  to  the  next 
legislature  for  an  amendment  to  the  charter  to 
enable  the  City  Council  to  pay  the  Mayor  a  salary 
not  exceeding  §8000. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Salaries,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  lo. 

A  recoi'Sideration,  moved  by  Mr.  Wheeler,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail,  was  lost. 

Change  of  Conditions  of  Sale  of  Land. 

Report  and  order  to  change  the  conditions  in  deeds 


given  by  the  city  to  Horace  C.  Smith  and  Francis  A. 
Tarr  in  1861,  as  therein  set  forth.  Report  accepted 
and  order  passed  in  concurrer.ee.  A  reconsideration, 
moved  by  Mr.  Brown,  was  1<  st. 

The  Salary  Bill. 

The  amended  remaining  sections  of  the  Salary  bill 
(City  Document  No.  90.) 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  vv  ard  12 — I  would  enquire  if 
the  Chair  is  reading  from  the  written  document,  or 
if  it  is  anything  we  have  in  Drint. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  reading  from  Docu- 
ment 90  of  1881,  which  comes  down  endorsed,  "Sent 
iowu  for  concurrence.  Hugh  O'Brien,  Chairman." 
There  are  several  amendments  to  ii  which  have  not 
been  read. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  move  that  the  matter  be  laid 
upon  the  table.  I  also  desire  to  move  that  the  Clerk 
of  Committees  be  instructed  to  prepare  and  report  at 
the  next  meeting  an  ordinance  like  Document  94,  con- 
taining changes  made  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I 
move  to  suspend  the  rules  in  order  that  I  may 
make  that  motion. 

The  President  ruled  the  motion  out  of  order. 

The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  was  lost,  27  for,  31 
against  it. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ward  21,  desired  to  make  a  personal 
explanation ,  but  the  President  said  it  could  not  be 
made  at  rhat  time. 

Mr.  Whitmore — If  I  understand  the  action  of  the 
Comicil  it  has  decided  by  a  majority  of  four  to  take  up 
the  question  of  salaries.  The  subject  before  us  is  the 
order  passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  am  sorry 
the  Council  voted  in  that  way  at  this  time  because 
we  do  not  have  the  whole  matter  before  us.  I  move 
that  the  further  consideration  of  this  matter  be  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting  at  eight  o'clock.  Should 
that  prevail,  I  hope  the  Council  will  pass  the  other 
order,  in  order  to  get  the  facts  before  us.  We  have 
had  a  document  sent  to  us  in  regard  to  salaries,  being 
the  action  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  two  separate 
occasions.  We  have  in  another  paper  which  comes 
to  us  in  manuscript  the  changes  made  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  Although  some  of  us  may 
have  looked  up  the  action  of  the  board  in 
the  daily  papers,  I  do  not  think  that  we  under- 
stand it.  The  changes  made  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  are  so  numerous,  and,  I  may  also  say,  so 
preposterous,  that  we  cannot  at  present  understand 
them.  We  can  take  them  up  section  hy  section  when 
it  is  properly  before  us  in  print.  As  we  have  voted 
to  put  off  the  matter,  I  do  not  think  that  we  should 
be  called  upon  to  vote  uoon  it  to-mght. 

Mr.  Greeuoush  of  Ward  9 — I  voted  against  laying 
that  matter  upon  the  table,  and  am  not  ashamed  to 
say  that  1  shall  change,  and  vote  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12.  The  Aldermen  have"  made  so 
manv  changes  in  salaries  that  I  do  not  feel 
prepared  to  vote  upon  the  subject  to-night,  with  the 
same  degree  of  satisfaction  that  1  should  take  iu  vo- 
ting at  the  next  meeting.  Some  officers  increased 
by  the  other  branch  need  more  pay  than  tbey  have 
been  getting,  and  there  are  others  for  whom  I 'do  not 
feel  like  voting  an  increase  of  pay.  The  wisest 
thing  this  Council  can  do  is  to  assign  this  matter  to 
the  next  meeting  and  let  us  see  what  ground  we 
shall  individually  take. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  agree  with  the  sug 
gestions  of  the  last  two  °entlenien.    I  would  aski 
this  covers  the  entire  Salary  bill— the  two  docu 
ments. 

ThePiesident — It  will  cover  only  this  document, 
No.  90. 

Mr.  Wheeler — Then  I  assume  that  the  gentleman 
will  make  the  same  motion  as  to  the  other. 

The  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  eight  o  clock. 

Mr.  Wheeler — I  move  a  reconsideration,  and  hope 
it  would  not  prevail. 

Lost. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  in  order 
to  offer  the  order  he  had  spoken  of. 

Carried,  and  Mr.  Whitmore  offered  the  followiug: 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  Committees  be  instruct- 
ed to  report  in  print  at  the  next  meeting  an  ordi- 
nance like  document  of  A.  D.  1881,  containing  the 
salaries,  &c,  as  passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  of 
the  present  year. 

On  m»tion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  Ward  11,  the  order 
was  amended  by  adding  the  following  words: 

"And  also  a  schedule  of  the  salaries  now  paid  to 
the  several  city  officers,  and  the  proposed  increase." 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  question 
came  upon  giving  the  order  as  amended  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  cannot  agree  with  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  to  put  the  Salary  bill 
in  the  form  of  an  ordinance.    It  has  never  been  so. 
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It  was  tried  in  1877,  but  the  plan  wa-  not  approved. 
The  objection  to  it  is  this:  An  ordinance  isnotsnl- 
sufficiently  elastic.  Salaries  are  subject  to  change— 
particularly  in  those  deoartmeuts  where  there 
are  clerks.  It  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  change 
the  ordinance.  Furthermore,  it  will  encumber 
the  ordmauces  with  amendments  and  indexes. 
No  good  reason  has  been  given  why  the  Salary 
bill  should  be  put  in  this  form.  Hitherto  ft 
has  been  adopted  in  the  form  in  which  it  came  to  us 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  No  good  reason  hav- 
ing been  given  why  we  should  put  it  in  the  form  of 
an  ordinance,  I  certainly  hope  this  order  will  not 
prevail,  and  that  we  shall  have  toe  order Iro  u  the 
board  put  in  print,  together  with  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  11.  I  have  taken  the  views 
of  one  or  two  officials  who  are  familiar  with  city 
affairs.  Upon  the  best  authority,  and  after  ex- 
amining into  the  matter  it  appears  that  an  ordinance 
is  not  sufficiently  elastic  for  the  purpose  of  our  Salary 
bill. 

Mr.  Whitmoie  of  Ward  12— This  matter  first  came 
here  on  the  20th  of  June.  I  am  not  aware  whether 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  was  here  or  not,  but  as 
near  as  I  can  find  out  he  was  here  and  dirt  not  pay 
any  attention  to  what  was  doue.  This  action  has 
been  taken  once  by  the  Council,  and  I  do  not  propose 
to  consider  it  upon  general  grounds.  It  seems  to  me 
we  are  wasting  time  by  considering  a  side  issue.  The 
ord«r  is  simply  to  give  us  a  new  document  with  the 
salaries  as  fixed  by  the  Board  of  Aldtrmen.  It  is 
not  in  accordance  with  the  usual  custom  to  attempt 
to  reverse  the  action  of  the  Council  in  this  way.  The 
Council  has  before  it  an  ordinance  substituted  for 
various  orders  from  the  other  branch.  Herealter  if 
it  is  desired  to  change  the  form  from  ordioance  to 
order  there  will  be  time  enough  to  do  it.  I  do  not 
believe  the  Council  desires  to  have  a  long  debate 
upon  Hie  matter,  and  this  is  not  the  time  or  the  occa- 
sion to  discuss  whether  it  should  be  an  order  or  or- 
dinance. 

Mr.  Wheeler— The  Council  has  never  agreed  to 
this  proposition.  The  gentleman  merely  submitted 
the  ordinance  providing  for  the  salaries.  One  or 
two  salaries  were  considered  and  the  matter  was 
specially  assigned  to  a  subsequent  meeting.  But  the 
merits  of  the  question  of  adopting  a  Salaiy  bill  in 
the  form  of  an  ordinance  have  not  been  considered. 
I  am  f'-.ily  convinced  that  It  is  not  advisable  :o  put 
the  salaries  in  that  permanent  lorm. 

Mi.  Whitmore— I  repeat  again  that  tne  matter  of 
putting  the  salaries  in  the  form  of  an  ordinance  is 
not  in  order,  and  has  been  dragged  in  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  1 0.  We  have  adopted  the  torm  of 
an  ordinance,  and  the  easiest  wav  is  to  go  on.  We 
can  change  it  atcerwards  if  desired,  but  I  have  not 
the  slightest  doubt  the  Council  will  see  it  is  the  beat 
form.  Last  year  we  petitioned  for  power  to  fix  sal- 
aries by  ordinance,  and  we  have  a  bill  in  that  form. 
"What  we  now  want  is  a  clear  statement  in  print 
showing  what  has  been  done.  After  we  get  it 
we  can  squabble  over  the  form  as  much  as  we 
please. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18-1  was  of  the  same  opinion 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  has  expiessed, 
until  I  had  an  interview  n  ith  the  City  Solicitor.  An 
act  has  been  passed  by  the  legislature  authorizing  the 
Salary  bill  to  be  passed  in  the  form  of  an  ordinance. 
Heretofore  I  have  believed  in  the  form  of  an  order, 
but  now  I  think  that  an  ordinance  is  the  way  to  doit. 

The  amended  order  was  passed,  and  a  reconsidera- 
tion, moved  by  Mr.  Whitmore,  was  lost. 

Mr.  Whitmore  inquired  if  the  order  required  to  be 
sent  ui>  for  concurrence,  and  the  President  ruled  that 
it  did  not,  tLat  it  concerns  the  duties  of  this  body 
only. 

Mr.  Doherty,  of  Ward  2,  moved  to  suspend  the 
rule  in  order  to  enable  him  to  introduce  the  ordi- 
nance in  relation  to  salaries. 

The  motion  was  declared  iost,  and  Mr.  Doherty 
doubted  the  vote. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

TIih  Council  refused  to  suspend  the  rule — 40  for, 
24  against. 

Yeas — Bartlett,  Bowker,  Boyle,  Brown,  Clapp 
(H,  B.),  C'.iilin,  Connell,  Co'-ttllo,  Daiv,  Dana, 
Devlin.  Doherty  (C.  F.;,  Doherty  (J.),  Farwell,  Fitz- 

Jiatrick,  Fulun,  Harding,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Maguire, 
UcCornilck,  McLaughlin  (J.  A.),  McLaughlin  (P.  J.). 
Mc.Vamara,  Means,  Morrison  [S.  M.),  Mullett,  Mur- 
phj ,  Pope.  Powers,  Pratt,  Pray,  Quigley,  Rogers, 
Rosnosky,  Teevan,  Wakefield,  Walsh,  Welch,  Whit- 
more— 40. 

Nay-— Heal,  Brimbecou.  Child,  Clapp  (H.;,  Dud- 
ley, l.'idv,  Euiery.Fisk,  Freeman,  (love,  Greenough, 
Hurt,  Hilton,  lloslcy,  Huntress,  Mathews,  Morrison 
iP.j.  Parkman,  Smith,  Sv.au,  Viiee,  Wharton, 
Wheeler,  Williams— 24. 


THE  BEFEKENCE  OF  THE  PARK  REPORT. 

Under  unfinished  business  tbeCouncil  considered 
the  order  for  a  message  tu  be  sent  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  requesting  the  return  of  an  order  reler- 
ring  the  subjecis  in  City  Due.  93  to  varioas  commit- 
tees, if  said  board  i-  not  acting  on  said  order. 

Air.  Whitmore  said  the  order  had  passed  beyond 
the  stage  of  Usefulness,  and  suggested  that  the  doubt 
which  was  pending  at  the  time  of  the  last  adjourn- 
ment be  withdrawn. 

The  order  was  rejected. 

A  PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 
Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21—1  want  to  make  a  personal 
explanation  of  matter  that  has  been  befoie  the  put- 
lic  for  the  last  two  days.  My  name  was  freely  used 
in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  yesterday  aiternoon,  and 
has  since  been  mentioned  m  the  newspapers  in  coc- 
ne*tiou  with  a  matter  that  seems  now  to  have  as- 
sumed the  form  of  a  charge  against  the  ex-Auditor, 
Mr.  Turner.  I  want  to  say  ihat  a  list  of  the  sal- 
aries paid  to  the  Auditor's  clerks  in  June  and  July 
came  into  my  oossession  about  a  week  ago.  The  mat- 
ter was  inexplicable  to  me,  and  I  have  sought  in  all 
directions  for  an  explanation  of  it.  The  salaries  were 
regularly  increased  .$25  a  month  in  July,  and  it  ap- 
peared that  the  salaries  of  the  six  clerks  had  been 
raised  at  the  rate  of  $300  a  year.  I  went  to  eveiy- 
body  about  City  Hall  who  I  thought  ought  to  know 
anything  about  it,  but  accidently  overlooked  Mr. 
Dodge,  the  Auditor.  I  have  seen  Mm  to-night  and 
he  has  made  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  it.  As  the 
affair  has  become  public  it  is  no  more  than  justice  to 
Mr.  Turner  that  an  explaw-.tion  should  be  made  pub- 
licly. It  appears  that  the  salaries  as  he  has  fixed  tnern 
do  not  quite  come  up  tohis  appropriation, and  in  order 
that  he  might  clean  up  his  departme.rt  before  leav- 
ing it,  he  divided  up  the  extra  sura,  as  this  was  the 
last  of  the  year,  among  the  six  clerks.  I  have  no 
doubt  the  explanation  is  correct,  and  I  am  very  glad 
to  be  able  to  make  it  public  at.  this  time. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13—1  wish  to  inquire  if  the 
extia  money  divided  was  paid  from  the  extra  appro- 
priation of  §2000  made  last  year  for  a  bona  clerk? 

Mr.  Smith— Xo  part  of  it  was  paid  from  that  ap- 
propriation, I  am  told.  His  appropriation  was  §10,- 
70J;  the  salaries,  as  he  fixeu  them,  amounted  to 
.$10,4-10.  The  additional  money  he  gave  to  his  clerks 
amounts  to  §150,  and  of  the  original  appropriation  of 
§10,700,  that  is,  less  the  §2000  extra  appropriation, 
there  remains  the  sum  of  §110,  so  that  he  is  really 
within  the  appropriation. 

CAKE  OF  THE  PLANTS  DURING  THE  WINTER. 

An  ordu-  came  down  to  pay  §1500  to  William 
Dr.ogue  for  the  use  of  his  greenhouse  aud  lor  fuel 
and  pots 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19— Probablv  several  gentle- 
men here  would  like  to  have  that  order  explained.  I 
have  been  trying  to  get  it  explained  for  three  years, 
aud  I  suppose  the  committee  is  all  fixed  to-night  to 
give  us  the  explanation. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  President 
passed  over  the  order  as  among  debatable  maiters. 

Later  in  the  session  consideration  of  the  subject 
was  resumed. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19—1  believe  tbat  order  was 
parsed  over  in  order  to  give  rhe  gentleman  time  to 
make  an  explanation. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  am  perfectly  ready  to 
give  the  Council  an  explanation  of  that  order.  As 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  19  already  very  well 
knows,  at  the  end  of  every  year  the  city  h»s  on  its 
bands  a  large  supply  ot  plants,  which  it  wi  uld  be 
folly  mid  waste  lo  throw  away  Three  yeais  ago  an 
attempt  was  made  to  hire  a  greenhouse  for  the  pur- 
pose of  pre-erving  these  plants,  in  order  that  they 
might  be  ready  lor  next  vear.  A'o  greenhouse 
could  be  found,  and  arrangement  was  made  wkh  the 
City  Fori  osier  to  give  up  his  greenhouse,  take  the 
plants  into  it.  supply  fuel  and  pots  to  replart  them, 
and  d<>  all  such  things  as  that,  so  that  the  city 
would  have  them  at  the  commencement  of  the 
next  season.  The  same  arrangement  was  made  this 
List  year.  The  arrangement  of  two  years  ago  was 
that  §1200  should  ne  paid  Mr.  Doogue,  and  the  same 
arrangement  wa»  made  this  last  year  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Common,  it  being  understood,  as  near  as  we 
could  then  get  at  it,  to  be  a  fair  equivalent.  But  on 
Mr.  Dougue's  being  called  upon  to  pay  the  bills  in- 
curred to  keep  the  city  plants  during  tlie  winter,  and 
which  bills  I  have  in  my  hands  here,  we  found  that 
the  sum  total  paid  out  by  him  for  coal,  beating,  in- 
surance on  plants,  pots,  and  for  the  necessary  fixtures 
for  preserving  tbein  during  the  winter,  was  about 
§1150,  within  fifty  dollars  of  what  we  had  agreed  to 
pay  Mr.  Doogue.  Mr.  Doogue  ha-  to  pay  for  the 
rent  of  his  laud,  the  whole  of  which,  with  the  excep- 
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tion  of  an  office  in  front,  is  occupied  by  the  city 
plants,  as  any  gentleman  might  see  who  ex- 
amined the  premises  last  year.  Mr.  Doogue 
has  to  pay  rent  at  the  rate  of  $1000  a  year, 
plus  the  taxes,  §219.28,  a  sum  total  of  $12]9.2t<. 
As  the  whole  of  Air.  Doogue's  premises,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  this  greenhouse,  was  used  for  the  city's 
benefit,  it  seemed  to  the  commitfee,  unanimously, 
that  it  was  no  more  than  just  that  the  city  should  pay 
something  towards  that  rent,  as  owing  to  the  exces- 
sive cold  winter,  the  high  cost  of  coal,  and  other  ex- 
penses, very  nearly  equalled  $1200.  The  committee 
thought  it  no  more  than  right  to  add  $300,  which  is 
about  a  quarter  of  the  rent .  I  hope  the  txDlanation 
will  be  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Maguire — The  explanation  the  gentleman 
makes  is  similar  to  the  attempt  of  last  year.  I  do  not 
see  that  he  explains  anything.  I  am  about  as  much 
in  the  dark  as  I  was  three  years  ago.  Last  year  the 
gentleman  undertook  to  fortify  the  committee  by 
saving  that  this  muney  was  paid  for  plants,  flower 
pdt=,  buildiug  a  greenhouse,  &c.  I  think  within  that 
time  they  figured  up  to  within  $28  of  the  $1200. 
Now  I  do  not  think  the  committee  will  come  in  here 
and  say  that  the  greenhouse  has  been  destroyed  and 
the  mason  work  torn  down,  and  that  nothing  of  the 
kind  exists  to-day.  Yet  in  the  face  an^  eves  of  all 
that  they  come  in  here  and  ask  for  $300  more  than 
they  did  last  year.  For  the  benefit  of  the  new  mem- 
bers I  will  read  the  explanation  of  Mr.  Sibley,  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  last  year.  He  stated 
that  the  heating  cost  $250;  mason  work,  $34.50;  car- 
pentering, $53.16;  labor,  $68.21;  coal,  $251;  and  for 
flower  pots,  $705.50.  I  do  not  think  that  committee 
will  come  in  hert  and  try  to  make  us  understand 
that  the  mason  work  and  flowerpots  have  been  de- 
stroyed. If  the  coal  cost  $250  last  year,  I  don't 
think  it  cost  twice  as  much  this  year.  I 
believe  there  are  a  great  many  here  who  op- 
pose paying  this.  Mr.  Doogue  holds  a  po- 
sitiou  at  a  salary  from  the  .city.  He  also  car- 
ries on  a  private  business,  and  people  do  say  that  the 
city  of  Boston  not  only  pays  the  rent  of  that  place, 
pays  for  the  coal,  and  pays  for  everything  to  carry  on 
the  city  business,  but  to  carry  on  his  private  business 
also.  I  shall  move  that  a  committee  of  three  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council  he  appointed  to  investi- 
gate and  report. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13—1  hope  that  motion  will 
prevail. 

Mr.  Maguire— I  have  been  here  three  years  and 
eannot  get  any  satisfaction  fiom  this  committee. 
These  charges  are  uiactc  in  open  daylight.  It  is  not 
my  affair.  I  come  here  to  do  the  business  of  the 
city. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  should  like  to  know  how 
much  money  they  propose  to  spend  for  new  flower 
pots  this  year. 

Mr.  Paikman— The  amount  espanded  for  new 
flower  pots  was  $313.77. 

Mr.  Lauten— How  many  of  the  old  flower  pots 
were  on  hand?  I  understand  they  spent  $700  last 
year.  That  makes  $1000  for  flower  pots  in  two 
years. 

Mr.  Paikman — I  have  never  counted  the  flower 
pots  ir,  the  possession  of  the  Superintendent.  I  don't 
think  this  Council  expects  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon to  do  that  sort  of  thing.  After  the  Councilhave 
elected  their  Superintendent  I  think  they  expect  him 
to  do  his  duty.  This  is  merely  a  continuation  of 
matters  that  have  happened  during  the  first  part  of 
the  year.  I  am  perfectly  willing  with  the  gentleman 
froiii  Ward  13  to  have  a  committee  appointed 
to  investigate  and  examine  into  tLese  mat- 
ters, if  the  Council  consider  that  the  Committee  on 
Common  is  not  competent  to  do  so.  I  do  not  believe 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  19  has  been  in  that  place 
all  la-t  winter.  It  is  open  to  the  inspection  of  the 
Council.  Any  member  might  have  seen  what  work 
was  going  on  there.  Now  as  to  the  number  of  pots. 
It  is  perfectly  true  thatttiere  was  a  large  number  of 
pots  bought  last  year,  but  many  of  those  are  broken. 
The  number  of  plants  owned  by  the  city  to-day.  is 
larger  than  last  year,  and  additional  pots  have  to  be 
bought.  The  greenhouse  has  been  extended  the 
whole  of  which 'the  city  is  not  asked  to  pay  for.  Cer- 
tain beds  have  been  laid  to  accommodate  the  city's 
plants,  and  as  1  have  said  before,  it  seemed  to  the 
committee  fairly  a  matter  of  justice  to  Mr.  Doogue, 
having  spent  practically  the  whole  amount  which  the 
city  agreed  to  pay  him,  in  his  expenses,  that  the  city 
should  do  something— a  quarter  parr  is  all  he  asked 
the  city  to  pay— towards  the  payment  of  all  these 
expenses.  The  gentleman  charges  that  Mr.  Doogue 
carries  on  a  private  business.  Any  gentleman  fa- 
miliar with  the  place  can  answer  that  question.  It  is 
perfectly  true,  and  the  committee  do  not  stand  here 
to  deny  it,  that  there  is  carried  on  in  the  iront  office 


the  remains  of  Mr.  Doogue's  flower  business.  He 
does  not  raise  a  single  flower.  He  buys  flowers,— or 
rather  his  family  do,  because  any  one  knows  he  has 
not  the  time  to  give  to  such  matters;  but  his  family 
keep  up  the  remains  of  his  old  business.  The  com- 
mittee admitthat  that  business  is  carried  on  in  the 
front  office.  Mr.  Doogue  desires  to  retain  his  place 
there,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon it  is  but  right  that  the  city,  using  the  whole  of 
his  Dliice,  should  pay  at  least  a  quarter  part  of  what 
he  has  to  pay  as  rent,  the  rest  being  used  up  in  coal, 
pots,  insurance  and  other  items. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  hope  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  19  will  prevail  I  have  given  some  atten- 
tion to  this  matter.  I  have  been  told  that  this  gen- 
tleman dots  a  large  flower  business  for  parties,  and 
it  may  be  that  some  of  them  have  got  city  flowers  for 
all  I  know.  In  justice  to  Mr.  Doogue  I  think  this 
committee  ought  to  be  appointed. 

Mr.  Maguire — From  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  I  think  there  is  a  necessity  for  appoint- 
ing this  special  committee.  I  have  mace  up  my 
mind  that  Mr.  Doogue  is  cheating  himself.  If  he 
don't  do  any  business  why  should  he  pay  $1000  rem? 
Two  hundred  dollars  were  spent  for  pots  two  years 
ago,  $300  last  year,  and  $600  this  year.  Experi- 
ence would  tell  us  that  that  would  buy  pots 
enough  to  cover  Boston  ComtuoD.  We  should 
know  where  this  thing  is  ?oing  to.  Certainly 
there  could  not  have  been  $1500  exoended  for  eoal, 
and  I  hope  we  shall  try  to  find  out  what  it  was  ex- 
pended for.  I  have  been  trying  to  find  out  and  have 
failed. 

Mr.  Devlin— I  also  hope,  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common,  that  this  motion  will  prevail.  I 
believe  that  Mr.  Doogue  can  stand  all  the  investiga- 
tion that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  19  can  raise.  He 
has  stood  here  for  the  last  two  or  three  years  and 
thrown  out  rumors  against  Mr.  Doogue.  If  Mr. 
Doogue  were  here  to-night,  I  believe  he  would  vote 
for  this  committee. 

Mr.  Maguire — Personally  I  have  nothing  against 
Mr.  Doogue.  I  come  here  to  act  in  an  honest,  straight- 
forward manner  for  the  city  of  Boston.  I  do  not 
think  Mr.  Doogue  or  any  other  man  is  above  investi- 
gation, especially  when  people  outside  are  talking 
about  him. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  a  special  committee  of  the 
Common  Council  was  adopted,  and  the  President 
appointed  as  such  committee  Messrs.  Maguire  of 
Ward  19,  Parkman  of  Ward  9,  and  Gove  of  Ward  1. 

STORAGE  BASIS,  NO.  4. 

Among  the  papers  from  the  other  branch  was  a  re- 
port recommending  the  passage  of  oiders,  viz. : 

(1.)  Authorizing:  the  construction  of  an  additional 
dam  and  storage  basin  on  Sudbury  river,  at  a  cost 
not  exceeding  $354,000,  and  for  buihiing  a  portion  of 
the  dam  by  cav  labor. 

(2.)  Authorizing  the  expenditure  for  said  basin  of 
so  much  of  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropri- 
ation for  additional  water  supply  as  v  ill  not  be  re- 
quired for  the  purchase  of  laud  and  settlement  of 
claims. 

(3.)  Authorizing  a  loan  of  $284,000  for  the  construc- 
tion of  said  basin,  to  he  added  to  the  appropriations 
heretofore  made  for  the  purpose. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence,  and  the 
order  for  a  loan  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9 — I  should  like  to  nave 
those  matters  settled  to-night,  unless  there  is  some 
well-founded  objection  on  the  part  of  members  of 
the  Council ;  and  T  should  like  to  make  a  statement 
in  regard  to  it.  I  shall  do  so  unless  somebody  calls 
for  the  passag'e  of  the  order.  I  trust  that  these  three 
orders  will  be  read  together;  that  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  will  be  ordered,  and  that  the  question  will 
be  settled  this  evening.  I  should  not  feel  it  necessary 
to  speak  upon  this  matter  if  Iliad  not  seen  in  the  re- 
ports of  the  meeting  of  the  Council,  during  my  ab- 
sence, that  one  of  the  other  members  of  the  Couimit- 
tee on  Water 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  hope  that  will  be 
passed  over,  if  it  is  going  to  give  rise  to  debate. 

The  subject  was  passed  over. 

Consideration  of  the  subject  was  resumed  later  in 
the  session. 

The  question  was  upon  suspending  the  rule  that 
the  oruer  for  a  loan  might  take  its  second  reading 
to-uigiit. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— There  are  certain  rea- 
sons why  it  may  be  necessary  for  us  to  build  this 
basin,  and  as  the  matter  caused  some  debate  when  it 
was  before  the  Council  about  a  month  ago,  and  as 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  quoted  my  name  as 
chairman  of  the  committee,  statiug  that  lie  did  not 
think  I  would  support  the  order  if  I  were  here,  I 
should   like  to  state  as  briefly  as  possible  the  reasons 
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why  I  do  so.  1  am  glad  to  learn  that  the  remarks  I 
made  on  the  waste  of  water  have  interested  the  gen- 
tleman. I  shall  be  glad  to  recall  them  at  some 
future  time,  and  have  nothing  to  take  back. 
During  the  absence  which  I  have  been  obliged 
to  make  I  have  adael  somewhat  to  my  collec- 
tion of  facts  on  this  subject,  and  it  is  possible  I  may 
trouble  the  Council  with  a  tew  more  statistics  before 
I  leave  them.  I  think  we  must  do  something  in  re- 
gard to  the  waste  of  water,  but  at  present  I  do  not 
feel  prepared  to  say  that  on  that  account  we  should 
neglect  to  build  a  basin  which  our  City  Engineer  and 
Water  Board  say  we  must  construct.  I  must  retrace 
very  briefly  the  remarks  made  by  the  gentleman 
froin  Ward  1,  because  I  desire  to  impress  them 
strongly  upon  the  Council.  The  Cochitnate  system 
will  yield  in  a  good  year  about  twelve  million  gallons 
daily,  although  the  supply  was  only  about  nine  mil- 
lions last  year.  The  Sudbury  River  always  gives 
about  twenty  million  gallons  daily,  although  about 
eighteen  millions  and  a  half  gallons  is  all  we  can  count 
upon,  because  the  rest  has  tobe  passed  down  the  river. 
That  gives  about  thirty  and  a  half  million  galioi  s  as 
the  futside  we  cancountupon.  Our  average  consump- 
tion was  26  and  a  half  million  gallons  a  day  last  year. 
At  present  we  are  using  27  and  a  half  millions. 
That  is  to  say .  we  have  got  very  close  upon  the  limit 
of  our  supply  at  the  present  time.  Now  what  are 
we  going  to  do.  Are  we  going  to  stand  still  and  lose 
the  head  which  our  merchants  and  manufactures  are 
counting  on;  or  are  we  going  to  introduce  a  system  of 
meters.  I  am.  not  in  a  position  to  recommend  the. 
use  of  the  class  of  meters  which  I  think  we  ought  to 
put  in.  We  are  making  experiments  with  the 
Deacon  meters  in  CbarIe3towu  which  have  not  been 
altogether  satisfactory ,  although  I  think  some  good 
re-ults  will  come  from  it.  I  think  the  only  horn  of 
the  dilemma  which  we  can  safely  take  is  to  increase 
the  supply.  I  am  aware  that  the  Council  are  sick  of 
tin*  witter  question  and  want  to  come  to  a  vote;  but 
let  me  state  one  it  two  things.  In  the  first  place,  as 
I  have  said,  we  have  almost  reached  the  limit  of  our 
supply.  In  the  second  place,  we  ought  to  have  more 
room  for  the  storage  of  water  than  we  have.  Last 
year,  Basins  1  and  3  were  all  filled  with  alga.  It 
was  impossible  to  let  the  water  stand  in  those  basins 
in  order  to  become  purified.  If  the  water  is  allowed 
to  stolid  a  sufficient  length  of  time,  even  with  those 
alga;  in  it,  it  will  come  out  clear.  We  ought  to  have 
more  storage  room  so  as  to  allow  the  water  to  stand. 
A  great  deal  of  the  complaint  of  the  water  has 
been  based  on  the  ground  that  the  flowase  was 
too  shallow,  and  possibly  that  might  affect  the 
ebarader  of  the  water.  I  do  not  feel  prepared 
to  either  attack  or  defend  that  theory.  Ko- 
oody  knows  what  those  impurities  of  the  water 
ccine  from,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  shallow 
flowage  causes  impurity.  Basin  No.  1  has  never  been 
clear  of  loam.  If  we  had  another  basin  we  might 
clear  it  out.  Basin  No.  4,  which  we  now  propose  to 
build,  will  be  45  feet  deep  in  the  greater  portion  of 
it,  and  the  water  is  going  tobe  extremely  good.  There 
is  another  reason  why  we  ought  to  build  it  at  this 
time.  Members  of  the  Council  recollect  that  I  bad 
the  pleasure  of  serving  on  the  Committee  on  the 
Mystic  Valley  Sewer.  It  cost  me  at  least  five  pound9 
of  flesh,  was  an  enormous  bother,  and  we  got  be;  ten 
in  the  legislature.  It  looks  to  me  as  it  we  shall  have 
to  abandon  the  Xiystic  system  in  the  next  three  or 
four  years,  and  that  we  shall  have  to  supply  its  place 
with  anotuer  dam.  Ihu  dam  will  yield  about  five 
million  gallons  daily,  which  is  not  enough  for  the 
Mj stic  system.  But  whether  we  have  to  abandon  it 
or"not,  1* think  it  will  be  prudent  to  authorize  the 
construction  of  dam  No.  4. 

Mr.  ftosno^ky  of  Ward  16—1  oppose  the  suspension 
if  the  rules  upon  the  question  of  spending  §284,000, 
although  I  am  glad  the  Chairman  on  the  part  of  the 
Council  is  present,  as  I  asked  to  have  the  matter  laid 
over  until  be  comes.  I  wish  gentlemen  to  under- 
s:and  that  I  am  not  an  advocate  of  meters.  I  oppo-e 
this  Basin  No.  4,  because  I  claim,  as  I  did  at  a  previ- 
ous meeting,  previous  to  the  Council  visiting  the 
work*,  that  our  water  is  not  pure,  and  it  is  not  right 
for  our  Water  Board  to  have  this  money  to  spend, 
until  they  go  to  work  and  purify  the  basins  already 
built.  To- lay  we  have  Basin  No.  3.  which  has  eleven 
million  gall  ms  which  we  cannot  u.-e  and  it  is  run- 
ning to  waste.  If  we  have  eleven  million  gal- 
lon- running  to  waste,  what  do  we  want  to 
build  Basin  No.  4  for?  I  ask  this  simple 
question:  Why  should  the  gentleman  be  wili- 
ng o  come  up  here  and  make  the  state 
merit  that  he  did  previously?  I  was  not  a  member  of 
thi>  Council  la.-t  year  when  be  asked  the  Water 
Board  to  gjve  reasons  why  the  meter-  should  be 
used.  The  gentleman  knows  that  tin-  year  1  was 
the  on)>   one  opposed  to  the  meter  question,    f  am 


opposed  to  this  basin  on  the  ground  that  the  Water 
Board  are  ready  to  take  the  money  and  purify  the 
water.  Let  them  purity  what  we  have  got.  Every 
taxpayer  in  Boston  cannot  afford  to  put  a  filter  on 
his  faucet.  Let  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  come  up 
into  my  ward,  and  I  will  take  him  among  the  tene- 
ment houses.  I  don't  think  the  members  of  the 
Water  Board  will  taste  the  water  drawn  there.  If 
this  matter  is  laid  over,  I  have  an  order  to  intro- 
duce. The  gentleman  must  remember  that  it 
takes  48  votes  to  pass  this  order  to-night.  I  do 
not  think  we  should  be  in  such  haste  to 
spend  money  unless  we  are  convinced  that 
it  is  the  right  thing  to  do.  The  gentleman  says  the 
Mystic  supply  will  have  to  be  cut  off.  I  am  in' favor 
of  cutting  it  off.  He  says  we  will  have  to  build  an- 
other basin  if  it  is  cut  off.  If  you  cut  off  the  Mystic 
supply  you  will  have  to  apply  to  the  legislature'  for 
power  to  dam  the  whole  State  of  Massachusetts,  and 
you  will  bave  to  take  New  Hampshire  and  dam  it 
too.  I  sav  if  you  cut  off  those  supplies,  and  the 
dams  ire  not  large  enough,  you  will  have  to  dam  up 
the  whole  State.  All  i  ask  is  not  to  suspend  the 
rules  to  night.  I  have  an  order  here  and  am  ready 
to  introduce  it,  and  let  the  Water  Board  consult  with 
the  committee  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  should  like  to  hear  the  gentle- 
man's order  read,  and  make  a  few  remarks  upon  it. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — I  shall  hold  the  order.  I  ask  the 
Council  not  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Greenough — 1  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
16  has  to  some  extent  exaggerated  the  difficulty 
about  the  water.  The  chief  complaint  is  in  relation 
to  its  color.  There  is  nothing  the  matter  with  the 
color  cf  the  Sudbury  river  water.  The  gentleman 
says  I  would  not  drink  the  water  that  comes  into 
Ward  16.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  difference 
between  the  water  in  Ward  16  and  that  in  Ward  9. 

Mr.  Rosnosky— You  hod  a  filter  on  it. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  had  no  filter  on  it.  The  water 
did  not  taste  good  last  winter,  but  now  I  drihk  itvery 
freely.  The  yellow  color  comes  from  the  loam  in  it. 
The  water  from  Lake  Cochituate  is  much  better  and 
will  continue  so.  The  gentleman  talks  about  eleven 
million  gallons  going  to  waste;  why,  sir,  we  want 
to  build  a  dam  to  save  that  water. 

Mr.  Rosnosk\— They  are  letting  the  water  run  out 
of  Basin  No.  3  because  they  cannot  use  it. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  do  not  see  that  that  effects  the 
question  of  erecting  Dam  No.  4.  If  the  water  from 
Basiu  No.  3  is  not  pure  it  is  so  much  more  desirable 
to  build  a  basin  where  the  water  is  good.  Basin  No. 
3  was  bad  last  year  and  is  bad  this  year,  though  not 
so  bad  as  a  year  ago.  It  has  been  found  that"  these 
alga;  are  still  present  in  Basin  No.  3,  but,  not  so  bad 
as  formerly.  The  water  is  very  good  on  Coldspring 
brook,  and  in  Basin  No.  2  it  was  perfectly  good  all  last 
winter.  I  trust  the  Council  will  suspend  the  rule  and 
pass  this  order.  If  they  do  not  see  tit  to  do  so,  it  is 
their  business.  The  Water  Board,  City  Engineer  and 
Water  Committee  recommend  the  building  of  this 
basin,  and  the  sooner  we  do  so  tue  better. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  hope  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rule  will  not  prevail.  Unless  the  order 
gets  48  votes  it  will  be  rejected.  We  have  seen 
enough  to  show  that  it  will  not  be  unanimous,  and  I 
think  we  shall  gain  nothing  by  suspending  the  rule. 

Mr.  Greenough— If  the  gentleman  proposes  to  vote 
against  the  order  he  can  do  so,  but  I  do  not  see  any 
ground  upon  which  the  opponents  of  t'lis  measure 
stand.  Unless  there  is  considerable  opposition  we 
can  raise  forly-eight  votes.  There  are  several  gentle- 
men in  the  ante-room,  and  if  we  cannot  get  forty- 
eight  votes,  it  can  then  be  assigned  to  the  next  meet- 
ing. 

Mr  Whitmore— I  certainly  shall  not  vote  for  so 
large  an  appropriation  without  more  opportunity  to 
look  into  it  than  I  have  had.  I  am  not  satisfied  with 
the  explanation  of  the  committee.  Only  a  fortnight 
ago  there  was  an  able  article  in  the  Daily  Advertiser 
pointing  out  that  this  was  not  the  best  basin  men- 
tioned. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  am  prepared  to  give  the  gentle- 
man all  the  information  lie  desires. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Perhaps  if  the  Council  were  to  go 
on  and  the  gentleman  and  myself  were  to  retire,  he 
might  convince  me;  but  other  members  might  not  be 
satisfied.  Alderman  O'Brien  has  made  considerable 
investigation  of  the  water  supp)--,  and  states  openly 
that  it  is  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  condition.  I  under- 
stand that  some  evidence  on  this  subject  has  been 
taken  by  some  committee  in  connection  with  the 
doings  of  the  Water  Board.  Let  us  have  time  to 
look  over  the  matter,  and  ask  questions,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  the  gentleman  is  prepared  to  give  us  the 
information.  We  have  had  so  many  things  before 
us  this  year,  that  I  am  not  prepared  to  vote  for  so 
large  an  expenditure. 
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Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— It  is  a  little  peculiar  that  a 
member  so  well  posted  in  matters  before  this  body 
should  make  such  remarks  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  ha?.  Some  three  weeks  ago  the  iCounci 
pleaded  ignorance  and  I  supposed  they  did  so  honest- 
ly. They  wish  to  go  out  there  and  see  the  basin 
where  this  proposed  large  expenditure  was  to  be 
made.  I  w.  s  anxious  that  the  matter  should  he  acted 
upon  as  soon  as  possible.  Now  they  have  been  there 
and  seen  the  basios  at  Ashland  and  Marlbor 
ough,  and  after  waiting  two  or  three  weeks  the 
gentleman  says  he  has  not  had  tune  to  digest  the 
matter.  My  opinion  is  that  the  parties  who  talk  in 
this  way  oppose  the  order,  and  will  oppose  it  at  the 
next  meetiDg.  I  do  not  think  it  will  made  a  particle 
of  difference  whether  they  vote  to-night  or  tnree 
weeks  from  to-night.  The  explanations  have  been 
plausible.  It  is  perfectly  evident  to  anybody  that  we 
are  approaching  very  nearly  upon  the  limit  of  our 
supply.  The  actual  increase  of  consumption,  which 
comes  from  increase  of  r opulaticn,  and  use  of  water 
for  manufacturing  nurposes.  is  about  10  per  cent,  a 
year.  It  will  take  about  three  years  to  construct  this 
basin,  and  I  will  ask  the  gentleman  where  we  shall  ba 
in  three  years'  time.  We  shall  want  this  basin.  As  I 
stated  before,  this  water  question  is  different  from 
any  other.  You  have  got  to  anticipate.  You  can  go 
into  the  market  at  any  time  and  buy  lead  pipe,butyo« 
cannot  go  into  the  market  and  bnv  water  supply.  We 
are  simply  anticipating  the  future  ueeds  of  the  city. 
When  the  time  comes  that  the  additional  supply  is 
needed,  the  question  will  ad<e,  why  have  not  the 
Water  Board  supplied  us?  Then  will  be  the  time  when 
the  parties  who  opposed  this  order  will  be  called  upon 
to  explain.  There  is  good  reason  for  suspending  the 
rale  and  passing  this  order,  so  that  they  may  get  to 
wortc  upon  this  liasin. 

Mr.  Bigelow,  of  Ward  25,  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, but  withdrew  it  atthe  request  of  Mr.Greenougb, 
who  promised  to  renew  it. 

Mr.  Greenough — I  am  very  loath  to  attempt  to 
push  anything  through  the  Council.  This  is  no  new 
auestion.  It  has  been  before  the  Council  a  long 
time,  talked  over  and  assigned.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  quoted  Alderman  O'Brien.  The 
Alderman  voted  for  the  passage  of  this  order  in 
Committee  on  Finance.  I  do  not  feel  called  upon  to 
uphold  all  the  doings  of  the  Water  Board,but  they  cer- 
tainly know  something  about  the  condition  of  our 
water  supply.  They  are  not  onlv  unanimous,  but 
the  Committee  on  Water  are  unanimous,  except  the 
gentleman  *rom  Ward  16. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Greenough  the  main  question 
was  ordered.  The  Council  refused  to  suspend  the 
rule,  39  for,  21  against,  two-thirds  being  necessary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Greenough  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  8.15  o'clock,  P.  M. 

NUISANCE  ON  NORFOLK  AVENUE  AND   EAST  CHES- 
TER PAEK. 

Mr,  Means,  of  Ward  20,  presented  the  following: 

Board  of  Health,   l 

Boston,  July  21»t,  1881. J 

To  the  Honorable  City  Council.  Gentlemen, — The 
Board  of  Health  hereby  respectfully  represents  that 
the  estimated  cose  of  abating  the  nuisance  in  the  ter- 
ritory bounded  by  Norfolk  avenue,  Franklin  court, 
Clapp  street  and  East  Chester  park,  caused  by  an 
opeu  city  sewer,  and  which  the  Board  of  Health  is 
directed  to  abate,  is  $5800.  This  expenditure  not 
being  provided  for  iu  our  regular  appropriation,  we 
respectfully  ask  the  City  Council  to  provide  the 
above  amount  with  which  to  abate  the  nuisance  re- 
ferred to. 

Respectfully, 

For  the  board, 

Samuel  H.  Durgin, 

Chairman. 

Referred  on  motion  of  Mr.  Means  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

supplementary  reading  for  the  public 

SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  Pratt,  of  Ward  2],  presented  the  following: 
Extract  from  the  Records  of  July  19th,  A.  D.  1881: 

The  Librarian  laid  before  the  Trustees  School 
Document  No.  15,  1881,  containing  (among  other 
matters)  a  certified  copy  of  the  report  and  order 
thereon  of  the  School  Committee,  at  a  meeting  held 
June  28th,  1881,  in  regard  to  the  supply  of  supple- 
mentary reading  by  the  Public  Library;  whereupon, 
agreeably  to  the  Vote  of  the  tru-tees  passed,  May 
24th,  1881,  and  the  action  oi  the  school  thereon,  June 
28th,  1881,  it  was  voted  that  the  trustees  hereby  re- 
commend to  the  city  government  that  a  special  ap- 
propriation of  $1000  for  the  mesent  financial  year  of 
the  city  be  granted  by   tte  City  Council  for  supple 


mentary  .reading,  to  be  disbursed  upon  the  system  set 
forth  ii  the  aforesaid  vote  of  May  24th. 

Voted,  That  the  clerk  transmit  to  the  City  Council 
certified  copies  of  this  vote  and  the  aforesaid  vote  of 
May  24th,  1881. 

A  true  copy.    Attest. 

Mellen  Chamberlain,  Clerk. 

In  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library,  May 
24th,  1881. 

Voted,  That  recognizing  the  great  success  of  the 
system  of  auxiliary  reading  as  adopted  a3  a  branch  of 
education  at  the  Well?  and  other  schools,  the  trustees 
of  the  Public  Librarv  will  assist  in  the  scheme  pro- 
posed by  the  Text-book  Committee  of  the  School 
Committee  upon  the  following  basis:  Tbey  will  re- 
commend to  the  city  government  that  a  special  ap- 
propriation of  $1000  for  the  present  financial  year  of 
the  city  be  granted  by  the  City  Council  to  be  dis- 
bursed upon  the  following  system:  That  the  whole 
expense  of  the  purchase  of  books  and  of  their  distri- 
bution, including  boxes,  transportation,  preparation 
and  superintendence  shall  be  paid  from  the  fund, 
and  that  the  selection  of  each  text  book, 
proceeding  from  the  master  as  in  his  judgment 
best  suited  to  his  purpose  from  a  list  prepared  and 
approved  by  the  Text-book  Committee,  shall  be 
transmitted  to  the  Librarian  of  the  Public  Library, 
who  shall  purchase  the  same  either  from  the  regular 
agents  of  the  library,  or  such  other  party  as  in  his 
judgment  will  be  most  favorable,  and  he  sent  to  the 
master  of  the  school.  When  received  at  the  library, 
each  volume  shall  be  labelled,  "Special  appropriation 
of  the  City  Council  for  tne  nse  of  schools."  And  the 
control  and  management  of  the  said  fund  and  books 
shall  be  assumed  by  the  School  Coinm.ttee  at  ninety 
da's'  m  tice  from  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library, 
that  they  desire  to  relinquish  the  same.  It  is  also 
agreed,  provided  the  experience  of  the  coining  year 
is  successful,  that  unless  the  City  Council,  in  their 
next  annual  appropriation,  should  provide  a  sum  for 
auxiliary  reading,  the  Trustees  of  the  Library  shall 
join  the  School  Committee  in  petitioning  for  a  special 
impropriation  for  the  purpose  in  sucu  sums  as  shall 
be  agreed  upon  conference  between  the  two  bodies, 
to  be  administered  upon  the  terms  herein  proptsed. 

A  true  copy  of  the  record.    Attest. 

Mellen  Chamberlain,  Clerk 

Appended  to  the  above  was  School  Document  No. 
15  of  1881,  with  an  order  of  the  School  Committee 
authorizing  the  Committee  on  Text  Books  to  co- 
operate with  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  L.brary  in 
carrying  out  the  plan- 
Mr.  Pratt  explained  the  substance  of  the  communi- 
cation of  the  trustees  (it  not  being  read),  and  stated 
that  he  had  an  order  which  he  desired  to  offer  to  carry 
out  the  sugge  tions  in  the  communication. 

Mr.  Pratt  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library 
be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  to  expend  ths  sum  of 
S1000  for  the' purchase  of  books  for  supplementary 
reading  in  the  public  schools,  on  the  plan  known  as 
the  Wells  School  system,  and  to  meet  the  expense 
connected  therewith  tor  the  current  financial  year, 
agreeably  to  a  vote  of  the  Trustees  passed  May  24th , 
1881,  auu  the  action  of  the  School  Committee  had 
thereon  on  the  28th  of  June,  1881,  said  amount  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  incidentals. 

Mr.  Wlntmore  asked  if  it  came  with  the  endorse- 
ment of  the  Committee  on  Public  Library. 

Mr.  Pratt  said  it  bad  not  been  beftre  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Then  I  will  move  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Library,  because  I  think  we 
will  gain  time  and  the  gentleman  will  get  what  he 
wants.  If  it  is  a  good  scheme,  as  I  have  no  doubt  it 
is,  the  coumiiltecVill  report  at  once.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose anybody  will  understand  it  until  we  see  the 
document  in  orint. 

r.  Pratt— It  does  not  belong  any  more  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Library  than  it  does  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction.  The  providing  of 
this  supplementary  reading  may  be  stated  in  a  nut- 
shell. The  Librarian  and  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  attempted  to  try  at  their  own  expense  an 
experiment  that  had  been  tried  elsewhf  re  with  good 
success,  which  was  to  furnish  a  certain  number  of 
books,  all  alike  if  desired,  to  a  teacher  of  a  school, 
and  let  him  form  a  voluntary  class  for  the  study  ot 
the  subject  contained  in  those  books, — as,  for  in- 
stance, a  drama,  one  of  Shakespeare's  play  s.  or  an  ode, 
or  a  novellette.  or  any  other  vieceof  pure  liter- 
ature, and  let  the  teacher  take  the  required  number 
ot  copies  of  the  books,  and  iuvite  his  pupils  to  join 
in  the  study  of  them  outside  of  the  regular  school 
routine,  entirely  in  a  voluntary  way,  and  study  it 
just  as  they  would  a  work  of  "art.  For  instance  it 
they  had  a"  tragedy  in  hand  they  would  read  it  with  a 
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view  to  uu  ierstauding  the  construction  and  literary 
qualities  i>f  tragedy,  the  principals  to  be  observed  in 
writing  one— the  unity,  time  and  place,  Ac- 
all  tlie  literary  qualities  to  be  observed,  so 
that  at  the  end  of  the  study  of  the  book 
they  would  be  able  intelligently  to  understand  a 
good  tragedy,  ami  criticise  any  other  tragedy. 
Uther  nieces  "of  literary  work  were  taken  up  in  the 
same  way.  I  will  not  undertake  to  state  the  amount, 
but  the  Librarian  and  the  Trustees  contributed  quite 
a  sum,  and  supplied  the  Wells  and  one  or  two  other 
schools  with  books.  The  subject  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  teachers  aurt  librarians  in  other  cities,  and 
F.broad.  The  Committee  on  Text  Books  of  the  School 
Committee  say  that  the  experiment  has  been  very 
successful.  [Mr.  Pratt  quoted  from  school  Docu- 
ment So.  15,  concluding  with  tbe  order  accepting 
and  adopting  the  report  and  authorizing  the  Com- 
mit, ee  on  Text  Books  to  carry  out  the  plan  in  co- 
operation with  the  Trustees  of  tbe  Public  Library . 
Mr.  Pratt  also  read  tbe  two  votes  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  Library  as  above  given  in  full].  From  having 
given  the  matter  considerable  personal  examination, 
it  seems  10  me  it  is  well  worthwhile  for  the  city 
government  to  aid  in  this  attempt  to  bring  the  library 
a:;t  tha  public  s-Jijols  mt-j  co-operation  in  a  direction 
which  has  proved  experimentally  very  satisfactory, 
and  which  will  but  be  carrying  out  some  of  tbe  orig- 
inal purposes  of  the  library, — that  is,  *o  make  it  sup- 
plementary to  the  public  school  system.  This  will 
net  be  a  very  expensive  matter.  If  it  is  to  be  done 
at  all,  it  is  desirable  that  the  masters  of  the  schools 
who  wish  to'avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity  may 
be  abie  to  do  so  at  the  opening  of  the  schools  in  Sep- 
temlur.  Unless  gentlemen  see  a  necessity  for  having 
it  referred  to  some  committee,  I  should  like  to  have 
the  order  put  upon  its  passage  to-night. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11—1  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12,  that  this  matter  suould  go  to  a 
committee.  There  is  some  question  whether  such  an 
order  will  nc  legal;  whether  we  can  direct  tne  Trus- 
tees of  the  Public  Library,  who  have  certain  duties 
prescribed  to  them,  by  statute,  to  act  in  concur- 
rence with  tbe  School  Board,  in  supphing  supie- 
mentaiy  leading.  There  Is  a  question  whether 
this  whole  subject  is  not  entirely  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  School  Board,  and  whether  we  have 
any  power  to  ort'.er  the  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library  to  take  any  such  actio-i  as  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  21.  Verv  likely  these  ques- 
tions have  been  considered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  21,  and  if  so  I  should  like  to  nave  them  an- 
swered. I  do  not  undertake  to  say  how  much  there  is 
in  them,  but  they  occurred  to  me  while  listening  to 
his  explanation,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  they  may  be 
veiy  serious.  For  that  reason  we  should  h^ve  the 
benefit  of  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17— This  matter  has  been  ex- 
plained to  me  oy  one  of  the  tiustees  of  the  library, 
and  it  struck  me  very  fovorably.  I  am  geuerally  op- 
posed to  any  matter  being  passed  here  until  it  hai 
been  acted  upon  by  some  committee.  But  after  [the 
explanation  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21,  and  the 
kuowlejge  of  the  lact  that  if  it  is  to  be  acted  upon 
at  all  it  should  be  done  very  si  on,  1  think  it  will  be 
site  fur  the  Council  to  carry  out  the  suggestion. 
There  may  be  something  in  the  questions  raised  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  11,  but  I  cannot  see  that 
there  is  on  the  casual  examination  I  have  made  of 
the  subject.    I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18—1  do  not  know  anything 
about  the  merits  or  ueinerits  of  this  question,  but  I 
do  not  think  this  §1000  ought  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriations  for  incidentals.  It  belongs  to  tbe 
-chooi  Committee.  If  they  want  to  spend  money  for 
this  purpose  they  -hould  do  it  just  as  they  spend  any 
other  part  of  their  own  money. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  agree  with  everything  that  has 
been -aid,  but  should  like  to  have  time  to  read  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21.  I  do  not 
think  we  can  understand  so  technical  a  matter  with- 
out reading  the  gentleman's  remarks.  It  is  a  pretty 
important  matter,  although  it  involves  only  §1000. 
It  may  be  a  very  good  thing  to  bring  the  Public  Li- 
brary actively  into  the  educational  course  furnished 
In  our  public  schools,  but  it  is  i-uch  a  novelty  that  I 
think  Hie  matter  better  lay  over  for  a  week.  Very 
possibly  when  the  gentleman's  remarks  are  in  print, 
it  may  be  all  the  explanation  I  shall  need.  For  that 
I  withdraw  the  motion  ti  refer  and  move  to 
specially  assign  to  the  next  meeting  at  9  o'clock. 

.Mr.  i'ratt— I  regret  that  I  am  not  able  to  submit 
everything  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  before  I 
offer  it  here,  and  uive  him  full  information  in  regard 
to  't;  but  I  cannot  do  it.  I  do  not  mean  to  reflect  .it 
all  upon  hi-  wish  to  have  It  more  fully  explained.  I 
should  prefer  to  have  the  matter  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee instead  of  assigned.    Therefore  1  hope  the  as- 


signment will  not  prevail,  and  move  to  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Library. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  am  extremely  sotry  I  cannot 
stroke  the  gentleman  in  the  right  direction  to  make 
him  lie  easy,  but  I  will  withdraw  the  motion  to  as- 
sign. 

The  subject  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee 
on  Public  Library  and  ordered  printed. 

STJSW   CHARLESTOWN  BBIDGE. 

Mr.  Hilton,  of  Ward  5, submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
the  subject  of  a  new  bridge  to  Charlestown  beg  leave 
to  submit  tbe  filiowing  report:  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  this  subject  was  carefully  considered  by  a 
committee  of  the  last  City  Council,  whose  report 
(City  Doc.  143,  1880)  was  received  so  near  the  close  of 
the  municipal  year  that  it  was  impossible  to  give  the 
subject  tbe  consideration  which  its  importance  de- 
manded, and  it  was  therefoie  referred  to  the  present 
City  Council.  This  report  gave  in  detail  the  several 
projects  for  improved  bridge  communication  between 
the  city  proper  and  Charlestown,  with  plans  and  es- 
timates of  the  cost,  but  did  not  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  any  particular  plan. 

Your  committee  have  gone,  over  the  matter  care- 
fully, anu  find  that  the  facts  fully  sustain  the  opinion 
of  their  predecessors  as  to  the  necessity  of  improved 
means  of  communication  with  Charlestown.  The 
present  bridges  are  entirely  inadequate  to  meet  the 
demands  of  travel,  and  the  difl.culty  is  increasing 
daily. 

The  statistics  given  in  the  former  report  show  tbe 
enormous  amount  of  travel  over  the  two  bridges,  and 
since  the  report  was  made  there  has  been  a  notice- 
able increase.  The  delay  canned  by  the  opening  of 
the  draws  lias  also  increased,  Charles-river  bridge 
having  been  opened  9154  times  in  1880,  against  8728- 
rimes  in  1879;  and  this  of  course  will  increase  with 
the  growth  of  business  and  the  development  of  busi- 
ness facilides  along  the  river  front  above  the  bridges. 

Another  serious  impediment  to  travel,  and  one 
that  promises  to  become  much  greater  in  the  near 
future,  are  the  railroai  crossings  at  both  ends  of  the 
bridges.  Public  attention  has  been  particularly  at- 
tracted to  this  during  the  present  year  by  the  uusu:- 
cessful  endeavor  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  com- 
pel the  Fitchburg  Uaiirrad  Company  to  raise  its 
tracks  where  they  cross  Warren  am!  Charles-river 
avenues.  When  the  wo:ks  of  the  Hoosac  Tunnel 
and  Elevator  Company  are  completed,  the  number 
of  trains  crossing  these  avenues  will  be  greatly  in- 
creased, and  relief  at  any  cost  will  then  become  an 
rmperat've  necessity. 

lor  this  reason,  any  plan  of  improvement  which 
may  be  now  adopted  should  be  made  wkh  a  view  of 
meeting  increasing  difficulties,  and  this  considera- 
tion has  greatly  influenced  your  committee  in  arriving 
at  their  conclusions. 

Two  plans  were  submitted  by  last  year's  commit- 
tee; one  was  for  a  new  double-deck  bridge,  running 
from  Causeway  street  to  City  square,  crossing  Water 
street  between  Warren  and  Charles-river  avenues; 
the  other  plan  contemplated  the  wldecingof  Cbarles- 
river  avenue  and  the  present  Charles-river  bridge  to 
a  width  of  80  feet,  and  the  building  of  an  elevated 
structure  in  the  middle  of  tbe  bridge, extending  from 
City  >quare  to  the  Harbor  Commissioners'  line,  leav- 
ing bead-room  for  the  passage  of  trains  and  teams 
underneath.  The  estimated  cost  of  tbe  first  plan  was 
§1,109,600.79,  and  of  the  second  §350,750.00,  exclu- 
sive of  land  damages  or  cost  of  street  widenings. 
Tha  latter  plau  does  not  commend  itself  (o  jour 
committee,  tor  several  reasons.  The  construction  of 
the  elevated  portion  of  the  bridge,  while  it  would 
overcome  the  objectionable  grade  crossing  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  would  do  it  in  an  incomplete  and  unsat- 
isfactory manner.  The  grade  at  both  ends  of  the 
elevated  portion  weuld  be  objectionable  to  heavy 
team  travel,  and  not  entirely  satisfactory  to  travel 
generally.  The  damages  to  adjoining  property 
would,  no  doubt,  be  considerable,  and.  added  to  the 
cost  of  construction,  would  make  the  cost  very 
heavy  for  the  limited  benetit  derived  from  the 
change. 

The  plan  for  a  double-deck  bridge  is  entirely  sat- 
isfactory. By  it  the  grade  crossings  are  overcome, 
and  the  detentions  caused  by  the  opening  of  the 
draws  reduced  to  a  minimum.  Both  heavy  and  light 
team  travel  would  be  equally  well  accommodated, 
each  having  a  highway  adapted  to  it.  The  only  ob- 
jection to  this  plan  is  its  cost.  Believing,  however, 
that,  although  this  objection  may  have  force  at  the 
present  time,  a  double-deck  bridge  is  the  only  one 
that  will  meet  all  the  requirements  of  the  future, 
the  committee  have  decided  to  recommend  the 
adoption  of  a  modified  plan  for  such  a  bridge,  which 
will  afford  present  relief,  at  considerable  le?s  than 
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the  above  estimate,  and  which  can  be  extended  and 
developed  to  meet  the  demands  which  your  commit- 
tee believe  will  inevitably  arise  at  no  distant  day. 

Tbi<  plan  contemplates  building  a  bridge  at  grade, 
extending  from  Causeway  street  to  Water  street, 
Charlestown,  on  the  line  recommended  for  the  dou- 
ble-deck bridge,  and  so  constructed  that  at  any 
future  time  an  upper  deck  cau  be  added  to  it  at 
much  less  expense  than  would  be  the  case  if  provi- 
sion were  not  i"ade  for  it  in  the  original  construc- 
tion. A  clear  approach  will  be  made  from  City 
square  by  removing  the  buildings  on  the  estates  be- 
tween Citv  square,  Water  street,  Cbarles-river  ave- 
nue, and  Warren  avenue.  The  estimate  for  such  a 
bridge  is  as  follows : 

Office  of  City  Engineer,  City  Hall,  i 
Boston,  July  21, 1881.  ) 

Joseph   Caldwell,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  Committee  on 
New  Bridge  tj  Charlestown. 

Dear  Sir,— The  following-  is  an  estimate  of  the  cost 
of  a  low-grade  iron  bridge,  with  stone  piers,  between 
Charlestown  aud  the  city  proper.  The  site  is  the 
same  as  that  of  the  proposed  double-deck  bridge. 

Bridge  to  be  60  feet  wide,  to  extend  from  Cause- 
wvy  street  to  City  square,  and  to  be  so  designed  that 
an  upper  deck,  50  feet  wide,  can  be  added. 

The  estimate  includes  the  Street  Commissioners' 
estimate  of  land  damages. 

Superstructure $272,795  90 

One  draw  foundation  pier 85,190  00 

Seven  other  piers 2S8.114  00 

Two  end  foundations 7  ,i  9  i  00 

I>raw  fender,  pier  and  buoys 15.000  00 

Fender 11.200  00 

Quarters  for  men,  lighting,  displacement  of 

tide-water,  etc 10,1^5  00 

Paving,  sidewalk,  fence 13,811  00 

8673,4:25  90 
AddlOpercent 67,342  59 

$740,768  49 
Add  Street  Commissioners'  estimate  of  land 
damages 75,000  00 

Total $815,768  49 

Say $816,000  00 

Yours  respectfully, 

Henry  M.  Wightmik, 

City  Engineer. 
This  plan  is  perfectly  feasible,  and  appears  to  be  a 
practical  solution  of  the  difficulty.  It  does  not,  of 
course,  meet  all  the  requirements,  but  it  will  greatly 
relieve  the  immediate  necessities,  will  satisfy  the 
public  demand  to  a  certain  extent,  and  will  unques- 
tionably be  the  most  economical  in  the  end. 

The  "committee,    therefore,   re?pectfully   recom- 
mend the  passage  of  the  following  order. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Joseph  Caldwell, 
Charles  H.  Hersey, 
John  P.  Hilton, 
Matthew  Walsh, 
Austin  Bigelow. 
Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  sixteen  thousand 
dollars,  the  same  to  constitute  a  special  appropria- 
tion for  the  erection  of  a  new  bridge  to  Charlestown. 
Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hilton,  to  toe  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

property  room  for  police  department. 
Mr.  Clapp,  of  Ward  14,  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  that  no 
action  is  necessary  on  the  request  of  the  Board  of 
Police  Commissioners  for  a  property  room  in  City 
Hall,  the  room  asked  for  having  been  already  pro- 
vided.   Accepted.    Sent  up. 

MARCELLA-STREET    HOME  ESTATE. 

Mr.  Freeman,  of  Ward  10,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
report  upon  the  communication  from  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  Public  Institutions  asking  for  ad- 
ditional laud  for  the  grounds  of  the  Marcella-street 
Home,  and  the  order  of  the  City  Council  referring 
so  much  of  the  rer-ort  of  the  Inspectors  of  Prisons 
for  Suffolk  County  as  related  to  the  grounds  of  said 
home,  to  this  committee,  the  accompauying  order 
transferring  so  much  of  such  land  in  charge  of  this 
committee  a?  is  desired  bi  the  directors  to  them  for 
the  uses  of  the  Marcella-street  Home. 

For  the  committee, 

James  6.  Freeman. 

Ordered,  That  the  land  belonging  to  the  city  of 
Boston  and  at  present  in  charge  of  the  Joint  Stand- 
ing Committee  on  Public  Lands  adjoining  the 
grounds  of  the  Marcella-street  Home,  and  contain- 


ing 125,200  square  feet,  more  or  less,  as  shown  on  a 
plan  dated  July  15, 1881,  recorded  book  3,  page  107, 
with  plans  of  city  lands  conveyed,  <£c,  be  and  the 
same  hereby  is  set  apart  for  the  use  of  the  Marcella- 
street  Hynie,  and  for  that  purpose  Is  placed  in  charge 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions. 

Ordered  to  a  second  reading  and  especially  assigned 
to  the  next  meeting  at  nine  o'clock  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Smith  of  Ward  21. 

LAKE  WINNIPISEOGEE. 

Mr.  fiosnosky,  of  Ward  16,  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Water,  in  consultation  with  the 
Water  Board,  be  requested  to  investigate  and  report 
upon  the  practicability  of  obtaining  a  supply  of  water 
from  Winnipiseogee.    Passed. 

Mr.  Rosuosky  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

PAY  OF  LABORERS. 

Mr,  Doherty,  of  Ward  2,  offered  the  following: 

An  Ordinance. 

To  provide  for  the  Pay  of  Laborers  in  City  Depart  ■ 

irents. 
Be  it  ordained,  &c. 

Section  1.  The  pay  of  the  laborers  in  the  various 
city  departments,  so  far  as  the  same  is  under  the 
control  of  the  City  Council,  is  hereby  fixed  at  the 
rate  of  two  dollars  each  per  working  day  of  ten  hours 
for  able  bodied,  and  at  a  c  >rresponding  rate  for  boys, 
apprentices,  helpers  and  others,  not  entitled  to  be 
classed  as  able  bodied  men. 

Section  2.  All  ordinances  or  parts  of  ordinances 
by  whi^h  the  pay  of  laborers  in  the  city  departments 
is  fixed  directly  by,  or  power  is  given  to  any  commit- 
tee or  head  of  department  to  fix  the  same,  are  hereby 
repealed. 

Specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  a  quar- 
ter before  eight  o'clock, on  motion  of  Mr.  Doherty. 
ARNOLD  ARBORETUM. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  ot   Ward  ]2,  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioners  of  Bostou 
be  requested  to  take  j  or  the  purposes  of  a  public 
patk  the  land  known  as  the  arboretum,  and  to  pur- 
chase for  the  same  purposes  lands  adjoining  said 
arboretum,  for  an  amount  not  exceeding  $60,000. 
paying  therefor  not  more  than  25  per  cent  advanced 
on  the  assessed  value,  A.  D.  1880;  and  also  said  com- 
missioners are  authorized  to  lease  any  portion  of 
said  arboretum  when  taken,  or  of  said*  lands  when 
taken,  or  bought,  and  to  enter  iuto  suitable  cove- 
nant with  the  president  ana  fellows  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege in  regard  to  any  of  such  lands  taken  tor  a  pub- 
lic park  substantially  as  set  forth  by  said  commis- 
sioners in  their  report,  dated  October  21st,  1880,  atd 
priuted  as  city  document  No.  118  of  said  year. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  here- 
by is  authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  purchase  or  tak- 
ing of  lands  for  a  public  park  in  connection  with  the 
Arnold  Arboretum,  the  sum  of  §60,000. 

Severally  referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Whitruore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

WASHINGTON  PARK. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ward  21,  offered  an  order— That  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Common  and  Public  Grounds 
be  directed  to  remove  the  stone  from,  and  grade  the 
southeasterly  side  of  Washington  Park,  facing  Bain- 
bridge  street,  in  the  Highland  District;  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  ami 
Public  Grounds. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Common. 
SINKING     FUND    COMMISSIONERS    AND     FIRE     DE- 
PARTMENT REPORTS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  the  followi»g,  which  were, 
on  his  motion,  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Ordinances : 

An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  an  Ordinance  iu  regard  to  Finance. 
Be  it  ordained,  Src. 

Section  1.  Section  20  of  the  ordinance  in  regard  to 
finance,  printed  on  pa-'je  319  of  the  statutes  and  ordi- 
nances of  A.  D.  1876,  is  hereby  repealed,  and  the  fol- 
lowing tection  is  substituted: 

Section  20.  There  shall  be  elected  in  the  month 
of  July,  1881,  six  Ccmjiissioners  of  Sinking  Funds  iu 
the  manner  prescribed  by  Chapter  209  of  Acts  of 
1875,  or  any  amendments  thereto;  and  thereafter 
annually,  in  the  month  of  July,  two  commissioners 
as  provided  In  said  act.  Should  the  City  Treasurer 
be  chosen  to  fill  the  office  of  treasurer  to  said  com- 
missioners, he  shall  receive  the  additional  aalary  of 
one  dollar  only.  All  sums  received  by  the  said  com- 
missioners shall  be  deposited  in  such  bonks  as  they 
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may  by  vote  select,  until  such  moneys  are  invested, 
ami  shall  be  withdrawn  from  such  banks  only  on 
checks  signed  by  a  majority  of  said  commissioners, 
ano  countersigned  by  the  treasurer,  and  said  checks 
shall  be  signed  on  the  same  day  by  all  such  persons. 

An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  an  Ordinance  concerning  the  Fire    De- 
partment. 
Be  it  ordained,  &c. 

Section  1.  Section  6  of  the  ordinance  concerning 
the  Fire  Department,  printed  on  page  340  of  the 
Statutes  and  Ordinances  of  A.  D.  1876,  is  heresy  re- 
pealed and  the  following  words  substituted: 

Section  6.  The  said  board  shall  monthly  make  a 
report  oi  the  number  of  fires  in  the  preceding  month, 
the  amount  of  property  destroyed,  and  the  cause  of 
such  tires,  and  may  annually  in  the  month  of  May  or 
June  submit  in  print  a  summary  of  matters  of  inter- 
est concerning  the  said  department. 

An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  an  Ordinance  concerning  Explosive  Com- 
pOUDOS. 

Be  it  ordained,  &c. 

Section  1.  Section  i  of  the  ordinance  in  regard  to 
the  ;ale  of  explo.-ive  compounds,  printed  on  page  95 
of  the  Supplement  to  the  Statutes  and  Ordinances, 
is  hereby  amended  by  adding  thereto,  the  words,  "or 
any  gun,  pistol,  or  other  mechanical  contrivance  ar- 
ranged for  the  explosion  of  such  cartridge,  or  of  any 
fulminate." 

PROPOSED  BICYCLE  TRACK  ON  THE  COMMON. 

Mr.  Pratt,  of  Ward  21,  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Common  consider  the  expediency  of 
laying  out  an  oval  path  on  the  parade  ground  of  the 
Common,  rear  Charles-street  mall  and  the  flag  walk, 
and  of  allowing  the  use  of  such  path  and  the  enclosed 
and  adjacent  ground  for  amateur  recreation,  at  suit- 
able times  and  under  proper  restrictions.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Common. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  moved  to  take  from  the  table  the 
order  in  relation  to  the  summer  vacation.     Lost. 
THE  PURITY  OF  THE  WATER. 

Mr.  Means,  of  Ward  '20,  offered  an  order — That  a 
committee  of  three  members  of  this  Council,  together 
with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  join,  be  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  consult  with  the  Water 
Board,  and  cause  to  be  examiner!  the  water  supplied 
to  oai  city,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  what  impuri- 
ties exist  therein,  together  with  the  cause  thereof, 
and  report  what  steps,  if  any,  can  be  taken  to  im- 
prove it. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Ward  11,  stated  that  an  examina- 
tion had  been  made  and  the  impurities  were  found 
not  to  be  harmful.  There  would  be  no  necessity  for 
an  additional  examination. 

Mr.  Means  said  there  was  great  complaint  and  peo- 
ple were  obliged  to  drink  spring  water  at  high  prices. 
The  examination  should  be  given  to  the  public,  and  if 
already  made  there  would  be  little  for  the  committee 
to  do. 

Mr.  Williams  said  that  an  examination  was  made 
last  year  in  order  to  quiet  the  scare,  and  thought  an- 
other report  just  like  it  would  do  no  good. 

The  order  was  passed,  20  for,  17  against.  A  recon- 
eideration,nioved  by  Mr.  Means, was  lost.  TbePresi- 
dent  appointed  upon  said  committee  Messrs.  Means 
of  Ward  20,  Lauten  of  Wara  14,  ami  (jreencugh  of 
Ward  9. 

SUMMER    CONCERTS. 

Mr.  Parkman,  of  Ward  9.  offered  an  order — That 
id  addition  to  the  amount  heretofore  appropriated 
to  be  expended  by  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Coma. on  and  Public  Grounds  in  lurnisniug  free 
concerts,  there  be  anpropriated  a  further  sum  of 
one  thousand  dollars,  to  be  expended  for  the  same 
purpose  by  -aid  canmittee,  said  sum  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriations  for  incidentals. 

Mr.Folan,  of  Ward  13,  called  for  some;exp)anation. 

Mr.  Parkman— The  order  is  for  an  additional  an 
proprlation  of  siono  for  free  concerts.  In  my  opin- 
ion nothing  the  city  has  done  has  given  so  much 
pleasure  tor  so  little  money.  The  conceit  la*t  Sun- 
day was  attended  by  an  immense  multitude  of  peo- 
ple, and  the  mu>ic  this  year  seems  to  have  attracted 
a  great  deal  of  attention,  and  nas  been  enjoyed   by  a 


large  class  of  people  who  cannot  go  out  of  town.  I 
think  31000  cannot  be  so  well  expended. 

Mr.  Kosnosky — I  hope  the  order  will  not  pass. 
For  the  la  t  five  years  the  Committee  on  Free  Con- 
certs have  not  had  more  than  two  thousand  dollars, 
and  concerts  were  given  in  different  sections  of  the 
city.  This  year  they  had  a  sub-committee  of  the 
Committee  on  Common,  and  have  given  all  the  con- 
certs on  the  Common.  They  have  been  extravagant 
so  far.  The  concerts  have  been  no  better  than  in 
previous  years,  and  I  hope  the  order  will  not  pass. 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  would  like  to  hear  from  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  as  to  the  propriety  of  withdrawing 
this  sum  from  the  appropriation  for  incidentals. 

Mr.  Hart — If  in  orderT  woul  l  move  to  refer  to  the 
Finance  Committee. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19 — I  hope  that  motion  will 
not  pass.  As  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  remarked, 
$2000  is  all  the  committee  has  had  in  previous  years, 
and  I  guess  nobody  will  dispute  the  fact  that  the 
committee  got  entire  satisfaction.  After  the  report 
in  last  Monday's  naper  on  the  Sunday  concert,  I  do 
not  see  how  they  can  ask  for  additional  appropria- 
tion. The  paper  says  they  have  not  given  satisfac- 
tion at  all. 

Mr.  Devlin — I  have  been  for  two.veais  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  Music.  We  have  had  a  good  deal  of  mu- 
sic in  the  papers,  and  one  of  the  papers  did  severely 
criticise  the  concert.  This  year  we  changed  from 
what  was  formerly  called  the  local  concerts,  and 
gave  them  on  the  Common.  There  have  been  three 
or  four  concerts  with  fifty  pieces,  and  any  member 
on  the  Common  last  Sunday  must  admit  that  the  city- 
could  not  have  appropriated  money  for  a  better  pur- 
purpose.  1  think  that  Career's  Band  had  to  repeat 
three  or  four  times  several  pieces  they  performed. 

Mr.  Maguire  read  an  article  from  one  of  the  Mon- 
day morning  papers,  criticising  the  committee,  and 
speaking  disparagingly  of  the  concert  last  Sunday. 

Mr.  Maguire—  Within  the  last  two  years  the  special 
committee  gave  twenty  concerts  and  employed  the 
best  talent,  and  the  music  was  distributed  in  differ- 
ent sections  of  the  city.  The  amount  expended  was 
$1791.    I  shall  certainly  oppose  more  than  $2000. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  Hope  the  motion  to 
refer  to  the  Committee  of  Finance  will  not  prevail. 
I  hope  we  shall  vote  whether  we  wish  to  give  the 
money  or  not.  I  shall  vote  to  give  it,  because  it  is  a 
responsible  committee,  and  no  good  reason  has  been 
given  against  the  appropriation. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Finaoce  Committee 
was  lost.  The  order  was  declared  refused  a  second 
reading.  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Ward  8.  doubted  the 
vote  and  the  Council  was  divided — 14  for,  20  against; 
but  pending  the  announcement  of  the  result  Mr. 
Fitzpatrick  moved  for  a  verification  by  yeas  and 
nays.  The  Council  refused  to  order  the  yeas  and 
nays.    The  order  was  refused  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Maguire  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Doherty,  of  Ward  2,  moved  to  adjourn.  De- 
clared carried. 

Mr.  Maguire  doubted  the  vote  and  a  division  was 
had — 17  for,  28  against  adjournment. 

Mr.  Doherty,  of  Ward  2,  moved  to  lay  upon  the 
table.     Lost. 

Mr.  Parkman  moved  to  specially  assign  to  the  next 
meeting  at  quarter  before  nine,  saying  he  thought 
the  Council  had  voted  without  a  elue  comprehension 
of  the  question.  The  concerts  have  given  great  pleas- 
ure to  a  large  number  of  people  wjio  cannot  get  out 
of  town. 

Mr.  Devlin  thought  the  Council  had  acted  hastily. 
He  desireu  an  opportunity  to  read  an  article  from 
the  Daily  Advertiser  complimentary  to  the  concert. 

Mr.  Maguire  said  that  last  year  the  citizens  were 
en'ertained  every  week  with  music  until  late  in  the 
fail,  ana  it  only  cost  $1791. 

Mr.  Wheeler,  of  Ward  10,  said  he  should  vote  to 
assign.  He  desired  information  which  he  could  not 
obtain  without  looking  at  the  records. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  declared  lost.  Mr.  rark- 
man  doubted  the  vote  and  Mr.  Whitmore  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which  the  Council  refused  to 
order. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost — 20  for,  25  aga  list. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

Adjourned,  on   motion  of  Mr.  Folan,  of  Ward  13 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of   Aldermen, 
JUliY  35,  1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  4  o'clock  P.  M., 
O'Brien,  chairman,  presiding. 


Alderman 


PETITIONS  "REFERRED. 


To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
— Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  follows: 
Ora  Holman,  old  wooden,  5  cows  arid  horse,  395  Med- 
ford  street,  Ward  4;  E.  K.  Baker,  new  brick,  6 
horses,  Newbury  street,  near  Chester  Park;  N.  E. 
Temple,  new  wooden,  4  horses,  Wyoming  street, 
Ward  21;  O.  Ames,  rew  brick,  6  horses,  Newbury 
street  and  Chester  Park ;  Charles  B.  Cumings, 
treas.,  to  enlarge  old  brick,  70  additional  horses,  17 
Harvard  street,  Ward  22. 

lo  the  Committee  on  Bridges— American  Bell  Tele- 
phone Company,  for  leave  to  erect  poles  on  easterly 
side  of  Chelsea'bridge,  Charlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines— mew  England 
Smelting  Company,  to  erect  and  use  four  furnaces 
for  inciting  metals  at  their  works  on  Chelsea  street, 
East  Boston. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection 
of  Buildings — South  Boston  Iron  Company,  to  erect 
a  wooden  addition  to  wooden  building  on  Dorchester 
avenue,  Nos.  18,  20,  22,  Ward  13. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims — J.  Bobbins  & 
Co.  to  be  paid  for  materials  supplied  to  the  city  in 
1876. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Sewers— P.  J.  Clark, 
Exr.,  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Pitts  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving— 6.  F.  Burkhardt  et 
als.,  that  Station  stieet  be  paved  with  granite  blocks. 

Thomas  L.  Jenks  and  others,  for  the  paving  of 
ISorth  Rus3ell  street  with  asphalt. 

American  Bell  Telephone  Co.  for  leave  to  ereet 
poles  on  Canterbury,  Poplar  and  Beech  streets,  West 
Koxbury. 

John  S.  Meserve  et  als.  for  the  removal  of  a  tree 
from  the  cartway  of  Medford  street,  Charlestown. 

Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic  Association  for 
edgestone  on  Huntington  avenue. 

W.  R.  Clark  and  others  for  edgestones  on  Mt. 
Everett  street. 

Brush  Electric  Light  Co.  for  leave  to  set  a  line  of 
posts  on  Atlantic  avenue. 

Board  of  Fiie  Commissioners  for  leave  to  erect 
telegraph  poles  on  North  Harvard  street,  Brighton. 

South  Boston  Railroad  Company  that  Third  street, 
between  P  and  O  streets,  and  0  street,  between 
Broadway  and  Third  street,  be  graded. 

Leonard  Ebert  for  brick  sidewalk  at  155  Havre 
street. 

Edward  Russell  for  brick  sidewalk  at  153  Havre 

Laban  F.  Cushing  for  edgestones  on  Parkman 
street. 

Josiah  Noyes  for  edgestones  at  74  W.  Rutland 
square. 

Otis  Clapp,  trustee,  for  edgestones  on  Mt.  Everett 
street. 

Geo.  McQuestion  &  Co.,  for  change  in  driveways  at 
170  Border  si  reet. 

Chandler  Wright  and  others,  that  the  city  con- 
trioute  towards  the  sprinkling  of  Norfolk  ave. 

City  Point  Improvement  Association,  that  certain 
portions  of  Sixth  and  Q  streets  be  put  in  order  and 
sidewalks  laid. 

John  Soley,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
Centre  street",  near  Allandale  Spring,  to  John  A. 
Andrew  street,  Ward  23. 

John  Soley,  to  move  a  wooden  buiiJing  from  Chel- 
sea street  to  Porter  street. 

Cousens  Bros.,  to  erect  an  addition  to  a  wooden 
building  on  Brighton  avenue. 

Bernard  Not  ton,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at 
corner  of  Quir-cy  and  Cherrj  streets. 

Whittier  Machine  Co.,  for  edgestones  on  Culvert 
street;  and  also  for  brick  sidewalk  on  Culvert  street. 

SOUTH  BOSTON   RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

The  following  was  received,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving: 

South  Boston,  July  23, 1881. 

To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City 
of  Boston,— The  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  re- 
spectfully represent  that  the  travel  upon  all  their 
lines  has'  increased  to  such  an  extent,  that  it  is  now 


impossible  to  accommodate  their  patrons  without 
running  a  greater  number  of  cars  upon  all  of  their 
said  lines  than  that  fixed  by  your  honorable  beard. 
Wherefore,  said  company  respectfully  petition  for 
the  right  to  ruu  an  increased  number  of  cars  suffi- 
cient to  accommodate  their  patrons  upon  all  of  their 
said  lines. 

South  Boston  E.  R.  Co., 

Otis  D.  Dana,  President. 

HEARINGS 

were  had  as  follows : 

On  petition  of  Chandler  &  Co.  for  leave  to  locate 
and  use  a  steam  engine  at  6  Province  court.  No  ob- 
jections.   Referred  to  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

On  proposed  construction  of  sewers  in  Huntington 
avenue,  in  Falmouth  street,  and  in  Regent  street, 
Roxbury.  No  objection.  Recommitted  to  Commit- 
tee on  Sewers. 

ballot-boxes. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  board  considered 
the  resolve  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  ballot-box 
submitted  by  James  S.  Savage,  with  order  to  make 
a  contract  with  him  to  provide  the  same  for  use  in 
this  city. 

The  chairman  read  the  following: 
To  the  Ho'norable  Board  of  Aldermen  of  Boston. 

I  appear  before  you  as  inventor  of  two  systems  of 
a^ti-traud  ballet-boxes;  as  the  owner  of  one-half  of 
the  Savage  patent;  also  as  the  inventor  of  indispen- 
sable improvements  upon  the  Savage  box. 

A  fair  and  truthful  answer  of  two  questions  will 
satisfy  all  fair-minded  men,  who  seek  a  strictly  anti- 
fraud  ballot-box,  of  the  real  status  of  the  Savage 
box  reported  for  your  approval.  It  was  patented  in 
1873,  and  is  now,  in  1881,  brought  out  in  the  same 
condition,  practically,  as  it  then  was,  with  the  sub- 
stitution of  a  cheaper  enumerator,  and  the  addition 
of  a  bell. 

The  questions  are :  Why  did  Mr.  Savage  assign  one- 
half  of  his  patent  to  me?  Why  has  his  box  been  al- 
lowed to  sleep  all  these  years?  I  first  saw  his  box  in 
1877,  and  convinced  him  that,  while  it  was  seemingly 
honest,  it  was  in  fact  a  "blanket"  to  cover  frauds. 
We  each  assigned  to  the  other,  one-half  of  our  indi- 
vidual patent;  entered  into  contracts,  and  issued 
joint  circulars  for  the  introduction  of  my  cancelling 
box:  and  efforts  tothat  end  have  continued  to  this 
day. 

It  is  seldom  that  a  man  impeaches  his  own  off- 
spring, but  the  Savage  box  was  laid  aside  by  mutual 
consent,  because  it  was  not  anti-fraud,  and  did  not 
assure  a  secret  ballot.  It  ciaimed  to  prevent  but  one 
of  the  twenty-five  frauds  practiced,  viz:  stuffing; 
and  I  defy  anyone  to  show  that  it  will  prevent  more 
than  one  of  the  three  species  of  stuffing  frauds;  to 
wit:  When  a  party  votes  two  or  more  ballots,  only 
one  will  be  cancelled;  hence,  that  species  of  stuffing 
can  be  detected.  But  let  the  cancelling  device  be 
counterfeited,  then  vote  two  or  more  of  the  ballots 
so  cancelled,  with  the  ballot,  and  successful  stuffing 
prevails.  Then  feed  upon  the  canvassing  table,  by 
slight  of  hand,  all  you  please  of  such  fraudulent  bal- 
lots,— as  was  do oe  in  Cincinnati,  last  fall,  when  au 
infringement  of  the  Savage  box  w&s  used.  During 
the  canvass  of  ballots,  they  are  at  the  mercy  of 
fraudulent  manipulations  by  election  officials,  which 
the  Savage  box  neither  detects  nor  defeats. 

My  improvemen,'3  upon  the  Savage  box  are,  that 
permutative  letters,  figures  and  symbols  are  used,  in 
place  of  tae  fixed  cancelling  device.  Its  advantages 
are,  that  nobody,— not  even  the  officials  who  make 
the  combination, — know  the  character  of  the  device 
by  which  the  ballots  are  to  be  cancelled;  and  also 
that  secrecy  of  voting  is  assured. 

The  combinations  can  be  made  in  one  minute,  thus 
preparing  the  box  for  an  election,  ana  it  would  be 
almost  a  miracle  to  get  the  same  combination  in  a 
million  trials. 

By  my  written  proposals,  given  the  chairman  of 
your  committee,  on  the  9th  inst ,  the  city  can  have 
the  Savage  box  with  these  improvements,  at  $15 
each;  being  the  same  price  as  for  the  box  without 
them. 

If  you  cannot  accept  these  improvements,  nor  see 
the  additional  advantages  to  be  gained  b\  taking  my 
"wire"  box,  at  the  proposal  price, — .$12.50,— which 
box  is  vouched  for,  as  strictly  anti-fraud,  by  nearly  a 
hundred  we-11-known  citizen's  of  the  United  States, 
who,  as  practical  scientists,  statesmen  or  business 
men,  have,  in  my  pamphlet  on  "The  Ballot,"  asserted 
its  completeness;  and  which  was  petitioned  for  by  72 
of  the  most  prominenl  citizens  of  Boston,  then.  I 
suggest  that  you  submit  all  the  boxes  to  a  committee 
of  scientific  men,  who  are  familiar  with  this  special 
matter,  to  determine  which  is  anti-fraud,  and  which 
not. 

In  the  contract  existing  between  myself  aud  James 
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S.  Savage,  and  recorded  in  the  Patent  Office,  are 
these  words:  "Both  patents  shall  be  owned  aud 
worked  or  negotiated  a»  an  eiiual  joint  interest;" 
therefore  transactions,  looking  to  the  use,  by  the 
city  or  Boston,  of  either  the  Savage  or  the  Bacon 
cancelling  ballot-box,  must  be  made  with  myself  and 
Mr.  Savage  jointly. 

Respectf  ullly  vours, 

Steuben  T.  Bacon. 

Boston.  July  25,  1881. 

Alderman  Hcrsey— I  understand  that  Mr.  Savage 
owns  equally  in  these  devices  that  Mr.  3acon  claims 
will  muke  the  Savage  box  anti-fraud.  The  box  pre- 
sented at  our  last  meeting  has  a  device  to  prevent 
counterfeiting.  It  is  supposed  to  be  attached  by  the 
City  Clerk,  arid  before  the  box  leaves  City  Hall  that 
portion  of  it  is  locked  so  as  not  to  be  accessible  to  any 
of  Hie  precinct  officers.  By  an  arrangement  of  a 
permutation  wheel,  to  be  operated  by  the  City  Clerk, 
it  will  be  lelt  so  that  the  instructions  will  not  be  seen 
by  the  precinct  officers  before  voting.  The  commit- 
tee thought  it  would  be  better  to  have  some  simple 
device  to  be  left  to  the  City  Clerk  with  no  instruc- 
tions to  the  precieut  officers,  and  to  let  the  voting 
go  on  by  the  turning  of  the  crank.  It  would 
have  the  same  effect  by  preventing  counterfeiting 
that  the  stamp  of  the  other  box  does,  because  it 
would  be  known  only  to  the  City  Clerk.  It  would  be 
known  only  after  the  balloting  had  commenced,  the 
box  not  being  opened  until  after  the  balloting  is 
through.  No  opportunity  is  left  to  any  one  to  know 
what  the  device  is,  and  even  if  they  did  they  would 
only  have  the  time  after  the  balloting  commenced 
to  manufacture  the  stamp,  and  if  they  saw  into  the 
box  they  would  have  to  carry  it  in  their  eyes,  so  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  make  a  counterfeit  in  time 
for  use.  The  committee  thought  the  Bacon  devie-i 
would  be  more  complicated  than  the  Savage  box 
and  more  liable  to  get  out  of  order.  They  felt 
that  the  box  which  left  the  ballots  strung  upon  a 
wire  would  not  be  acceptable  to  the  citizens,  because 
it  woukl  be  so  difficult  to  canvass  the  vote.  The 
ballots  would  have  to  be  moved  separately  from  one 
end  of  the  wire  to  the  other;  the  straight  tickets 
could  not  be  piled  up  together,  and  there  would  be 
more  liability  to  error  than  in  canvassing  by  the 
Savage  box.  The  stuffing,  as  you  will  see,  falls  to 
the  ground,  because  only  one  ballot  would  be 
stamped,  no  matter  how  many  would  be  placed  in 
the  box  at  a  time,  and  none  that  could  be  substituted 
would  receive  a  second  stamp,  and  it  would  also  be 
impossible  to  know  ivuat  the  device  was.  Now,  as  I 
understand,  it  is  open  to  the  board  to  choose  either 
the  Savage  device,  or  the  Savage  box  with  the  Bacon 
device  attached.  All  the  patents  are  owned 
iu  common  We  have  decided  upon  the  Savage 
box,  as  Dhows  at  the  last  meeting,  and  I 
have  not  changed  my  mind  since  then.  I  bave 
understood  that  Mr.  Bacon  had  another  box,  and 
was  going  to  ask  that  he  explain  it  to  the  board,  that 
they  might  judge  of  the  matter  by  a  personal  inves- 
tigation. Mr.  Bacon  appeared  to  show  more  per- 
sonal feeling  towards  the  half-owner  of  the  patent 
than  towards  the  committee,  and,  as  near  as  I  can 
get  at  it,  it  appears  to  be  a  personal  squabble. 

Alderman  Haldeman — As  the  committee  have  had 
the  matter  under  investigation  a  sufficient  time,  and 
made  their  report,  and  have  not  changed  their 
minds,  I  think  it  should  be  left  there.  I  do  not 
think  it  proper  to  come  into  the  board  here  and  take 
a  question  of  this  kind  out  of  the  hands  of  the  com- 
mittee. I  have  no  doubt  either  of  those  gentlemen 
can  make  any  amount  of  improvement  on  either  of 
the  boxes .  I  Ira ve  no  doubt  any  Alderman  present 
could  make  an  anti-fraud  ba)lot>box.  Here  is  a 
box  that  fills  the  bill.  I  think  we  have  gone  far 
enough,  and  as  Mr.  Bacon  does  not  appear  be- 
fore tbe  board,  as  he  said  he  would,  I  niovf  that 
we  accept  the  committee's  report  and  let  it  end 
there. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Viles  tbe  board  took  a  re- 
cess for  five  minutes,  during  which  Mr.  Savage  ex- 
emplified the  working  of  his  ballot-box 

The  resolve  and  order  were  passed. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  Bacon  appeared  in  the 
chamber  with  his  ballot-bix. 

Alderman  Hersey — As  Mr.  Bacon  has  coine  in  since 
we  passed  the  order  to  adopt  the  ballot  box  presented 
by  the  committee,  I  uiave  that  we  reconsider  the 
vote,  in  order  that  we  may  consider  Mr.  Bacon's  box, 
and  give  him  an  opportunity  to  be  heard. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  make  no  objection  to  the 
reconsideration,  but  I  hope  tbe  time  will  be  limited 
for  the  explanation  of  the  box. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis  tbe  board  took  a 
recess  for  five  minutes. 

The  resolve  aud  order  as  reported  by  the  commit- 


tee were  then  passed.  Alderman  Woolley  moved  a 
reconsideiation,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail.  Lost. 
THE  CLERK   HIKE   OF  THE  AUDITOR  OF  ACCOUNTS. 

Aluerniau  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Tucker — As  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Accounts  I  have  made  inquiries  in  relation  to  the 
charge  made  bv  Alderman  O'Brien  that  the  late  Audi- 
tor had  diverted  a  portion  of  the  §2000  appropriated 
for  a  bond  ana  interest  clerk  among  his  clerks,  and 
find  that  there  was  no  appropriation  last  year  of 
$2000  for  a  bond  and  interest  clerk,  and  that  the  late 
Auditor  only  paid  to  his  clerks  the  sum  of  $10,700, 
appropriated  iu  the  last  financial  year  for  that  pm- 
pose  as  the  following  table  will  show: 

J.  H.  Dodge #2,575 

B.  S.  Turner 1,875 

J.  A.  Mitchell 1.675 

C.  A.  Holland 1,550 

J.  A.  Kidney 1 .10(1 

G.  W.  Currier 1,050 

Kdward  Barry 875 

$10,700 

The  amount  of  $400  was  divided  among  three 
clerks  for  services  rendered  on  county  accounts,  the 
Auditor  of  Accounts  of  this  city  being  created  by 
statute  law,  Auditor  of  the  County  of  Suffolk, 
with  the  authority  to  expend  $800  for  himself  and 
assistance,  the  Auditor  receiving  $400.  Mr.  Turner, 
before  he  left  the  Auditor's  office,  apportioned  for 
this  year,  commencing  with  April,  and  ending  with 
his  term  of  office,  $25  to  each  of  six  clerks,  not  $25 
per  month  as  was  told  this  board  last  Wednesday, 
and  these  amounts  tre  all  within  the  allowance  for 
the  office  by  the  salary  order.  The  salary  order 
gives  the  City  Clerk,  City  Registrar,  Registrars  of 
voters  and  City  Auditor  an  aggregate  sum  for  clerk- 
hire  which  they  apportion  to  their  several  clerks. 
The  City  Treasurer  last  year  gave  an  additional  sum 
to  one  clerk  from  an  unused  appropriation  for  clerk 
hire.  The  City  Clerk  has  not  paid  the  same  sum 
each  month  to  each  clerk  during  a  year.  All  other 
departments  of  the  city  have  the  salaries  of  their 
clerks  established  by  the  boards  or  committees  gov- 
erning said  departments.  Generally  in  the  other  de- 
partments there  is  no  special  appropriation  for  clerk- 
hire  as  in  those  specified;  therefore  there  has  been 
nothing  to  divide.  The  several  departments  have 
during  tbe  year  changed  the  amounts  paid  to  their 
clerks  and  employees.  Whether  any  other  head  of 
department  apportioned  the  amount  for  salaries  of 
clerks  in  this  way  or  not,  it  is  plain  that  the  Auditor 
had  full  power  to  do  as  he  did. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  would  ask  where  this  infor- 
mation comes  from? 

Alderman  Tucker — It  comes  from  the  records  in 
the  Auditor's  offiee. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  hope  tbe  day  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when  the  salaries  of  all  heads  of  departments 
and  all  employees  in  the  departments  will  be  fixed 
permanently,  and  paid  to  them  as  long  as  they  faith- 
fully perform  their  duties.  It  is  disagreeable  to  me, 
as  it  is  to  any  other  member  of  the  board,  to  have 
this  salary  question  come  up  here  every  year,  and 
force  us  to  look  into  and  discuss  it.  I  felt  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  look  into  and  discuss  it  when  I  saw  facts  that 
I  could  not  account  for,  and  I  believe  it  was  my 
duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  board  to  it. 
It  I  bave  done  the  Auditor  any  injustice,  I  cer- 
tainly should  be  the  first  to  take  back  what  I  have 
said.  1  find  that  I  was  not  correct  in  supposing  that 
the  Auditor  drew  on  the  two  thousand  dollars  allow- 
ance for  bond  and  interest  clerk.  He  certainly  has 
done  nothing  of  the  kind.  The  gentleman  who  gave 
the  information  explained  the  matter  in  this  way: 
"A  Personal  Explanation. 

"Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21—1  want  to  make  a  personal 
explanation  ot  matter  that  has  been  before  the  pu  - 
lie  for  the  last  two  days.  My  name  was  freely  usea 
in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  yesterday  afternoon,  and 
has  since  been  mentioned  in  the  newspapers  in  con- 
nection with  a  matter  that  seems  now  to  have  as- 
sumed the  form  of  a  charge  against  the  ex- Auditor, 
Mr.  Turner.  I  want  to  say  that  a  list  of  the  sal- 
aries paid  to  the  Auditor's  clerks  in  June  and  July 
came  into  my  possession  about  a  week  ago.  The  mat- 
ter was  inexplicable  to  me,  and  I  have  sought  in  all 
directions  for  an  explanation  of  it.  The  salaries 
were  regularly  increased  $25  a  month  in  July,  and  it 
appeared  that  the  salaries  of  the  six  clerks  had  been 
raised  at  the  rate  of  $300  a  year.  I  went  to  every- 
body about  City  Hall  who  I  thought  ought  to 
know  anything  about  it,  but  accidentiy  overlooked 
Mr.  Dodge,  the  Auditor.  I  have  seen  iiini  to-night, 
aud  he  has  made  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  it. 
As  the  affair  bas  become  public  it  is  no  more  tbau 
justice  to  Mr.  Turner  that  an  explanation  should  be 
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made  publicly.  It  appears  that  the  salaries  as  he 
had  fixed  them  do  not  quite  come  up  to  his  appro- 
priation, and  in  order  that  be  might  clean  up  his  de- 
partment before  leaving  it,  he  divided  up  the  extra 
sum,  as  this  was  the  last  of  the  year,  among  the  six 
clerks.  I  have  no  doubt  the  explanation  is  correct, 
and  I  am  very  glad  to  be  able  to  make  it  public  at 
this  time. 

"Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13—1  wish  to  inquire  if  the 
extra  money  divided  was  paid  from  the  extra  appro- 
priation of  §2000  made  last  year  for  a  bond  clerk? 

"Mr.  Smith — No  part  of  it  was  paid  f:om  that  ap- 
propriation, I  am  told.  His  appropriation  was  $10,- 
700;  the  salaries,  as  he  fixed  them,  amounted  to 
$10,440.  The  additional  money  he  gave  to  bis  clerks 
amounts  to  $150,  and  of  the  original  appropriation  of 
$10,700,  that  is,  less  the  $2000  extra  appropriation, 
there  remains  the  sum  of  $110,  so  that  he  is  really 
within  the  appropriation." 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  read  this  statement  because 
I  think  it  is  due  to  Mr.  Turner  that  all  statements  in 
relation  to  this  matter  should  be  read.  However,  I 
believe  that  the  system  adopted  by  Mr.  Turner  is 
contrary,  not  only  to  the  letter,  but*  to  the  spirit  of 
the  ordinance.  1  must  own  that  it  has  been  a  revela- 
tion to  me.  I  hold  in  my  hand  City  Document  Xo.  67, 
published  by  authority  of  the  City  Council.  [  find  in 
that  document  the  list  of  salaries  in  the  Auditor's 
office  for  1880-81.  I  was  deceived  by  that  document. 
I  believed  that  the  figures  given  there  were  the  salar- 
ies paid  the  clerks  in  that  department.  I  have  also 
taken  occasion  to  inquire — because  I  believe  this 
system  is  a  bad  one  and  ought  to  be  stopped 
— if  the  other  departments  practice  any  such 
system  as  that.  I  know  something  about  the 
ordinance  in  relation  to  the  dispo>ition  of 
balances  of  appropriations.  I  suppos-  that  in  the 
Course  of  years  I  did  more  than  any  other  member 
of  the  city  government  to  bring  that  ordinance 
about.  It  was  recommended  in  1877  by  the  Retrench- 
ment Committee,  of  which  I  was  a  member.  It  wa 
meant  to  cover  all  balances  in  every  department  at 
the  close  of  the  year.  I  say  again  that  if  Mr.  Turner 
has  diverted  those  balances,  and  divided  the  balance 
of  his  appropriation  for  clerk  hire  among  his  clerks 
at  the  close  of  the  year,  it  is  contrary  to  the  letter, 
and  I  believe,  to  the  spirit  of  the  ordinance  recom- 
mended by  the  committee  in  1877,  of  which  1  was  a 
member,  and  which  was  adopted  by  the  City  Council, 
providing  for  the  turning  of  all  unexpended  bal- 
ances into  the  treasury  of  the  city.  I  also  be- 
lieve that  the  Auditor  had  do  right  to  pay 
that  money  to  his  clerks  without  a  vote  of 
the  committee  in  charge  of  his  department.  I 
took  the  liberty  to  examine  the  records  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Accounts  for  two  years,  and  could  find  no 
vote  authorizing  Mr.  Turner  to  pay  any  extra  sum  to 
his  clerks.  According  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
ordinance,  I  believe  it  belongs  to  that  committee  to 
direct  him  what  to  do  with  that  money.  The  Alder- 
man has  read  a  statement  that  the  same  thing  is  prac- 
tised in  various  other  departments.  Since  he  came 
into  this  board  this  afternoon,  I  believe  he  has  struck 
out  two  departments  from  his  statement.  I  will  ask 
the  Alderman  if  that  is  not  correct? 

Alderman  Tucker— 1  would  like  to  make  some  ex- 
planation after  the  Alderman  gets  through.  Ttie 
City  Treasurer's  and  Collector's  departments  were 
stricken  out.  But  I  understand  that  $10,700 
was  apportioned  to  the  Auditor  for  clerk  hire. 
Sometimes  a  clerk  is  sick,  aid  it  is  neces- 
sary to  hire  another  one  during  that  sickness. 
It  is  also  necessary  during  the  year  to  hire  some  ex- 
tra clerks;  and  in  making  up  the  salaries  it  is  always 
necessary  to  allow  for  that  extra  clerical  work,  and 
the  amount  is  apportioned  among  the  clerks  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Through  the  courtesy  of  the 
Alderman  I  was  allowed  to  read  that  document.  It  is 
an  official  document  from  the  Auditor's  Department. 

Alderman  Tucker — It  was  made  up  at  my  request. 
There  are  certain  facts  that  staud  upon  the  record, 
I  do  not  know  that  it  is  official.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
officer  to  give  information  when  requested. 

Alderman  O'Brien — That  is  what  I  understand.  It 
is  an  official  document  from  the  Auditor's  Depart- 
ment; and  since  it  came  from  the  Auditor's  Depart- 
ment two  departments  have  been  scratched  out— the 
Collector's  and  Treasurer's. 

Alderman  Tucker— No  injustice  was  intended  by 
me  to  Alderman  O'Brien.  There  was  a  question  in 
regard  to  the  Collector's  and  Treasurer's  depart- 
ments, and  it  was  not  necessary  to  bring  them  in  at 
all.  I  have  stricken  out  nothing  that  had  any  bear- 
ing upon  the  question. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Then,  as  I  understand,  since 
that  document  came  from  the  Auditor's  office  two 
departments  have  been  stricken  from  it.    So  it  shows 


that  the  Auditor  himself  was  not  very  well  posted 
up  about  the  ways  of  departments,  v  hen  lie  inserted 
two  departments  that  he  says  carried  out  the  same 
system  that  was  carried  out  in  his.  Oneof  the  depart- 
ments that  he  refers  to  is  the  City  Registrar.  'I  will 
read  a  document  from  that  department.  I  will  state 
that  I  sent  a  communication  to  vaiious  departments 
asking  the  following  questions: 

"1.  Do  the  clerks  or  employees  in  your  department 
have  Axed  salaries,  substantially  as  shown  in  Docu- 
ment 67, 1881?" 

"2.  Has  it  been  customary  to  divide  any  unex- 
pended balances  of  appropriations  among  the  em- 
ployees in  your  department  at  the  close  of  the  finan- 
cial year?" 

Here  is  the  answer  that  I  receive  1  from  the  City 
Registrar's  Department: 

"City  of  Boston,  City  Hall,  July  23, 1881. 

Dear  Sir,— In  answer  to  the  first  query  in  your  note 
of  yesterday,  I  would  say: 

1st.  The  clerks  in  this  office  have  fixed  salaries, 
settled  at  the  commencement  of  each  year. 

2d.  No  part  of  any  unexpended  balances  of  appro- 
priations has  ever  been  paid  to  any  clerk  in  this  office. 
Yours  verv  respectfully, 

N.  A.  Apollonio,  City  Registrar. 

So  that  the  statement  of  the  Alderman  that  a  simi- 
lar practice  existed  in  the  City  Registrar's  office  is 
not  in  accordance  with  the  statement  of  the  City 
Registrar  himself.  I  believe  the  Registrars  of 
Voters  were  also  mentioned  in  the  document  which 
the  Alderman  has  read.  I  have  received  the  follow- 
ing communication  from  the  Registrars  of  Voter:-: 

"Board  of  Registrars  of  Voters,  I 
Boston,  July  23, 1881.  ) 

Alderman  Hugh  O'Brien. 

Dear  Sir,— In  response  to  your  request  I  would 
state : 

1.  That  the  permanent  clerk  of  this  office  receives 
a  definite  salary  per  annum. 

That  the  temporary  clerks  are  paid  by  the  day  for 
the  time  they  are  severallv  employed. 

That  the  salary  and  amount  to  be  paid  are  fixed 
and  v  oted  by  the  board  at  the  co  nmencement  of 
each  financial  year. 

2.  All  unexpended  balances  of  appropriations  at 
the  close  of  the  financial  year  are  covered  into  the 
Sinking  Fund. 

There  is  no  balance  of  the  appropriations  divided 
among  the  clerks  or  employees,  nor  a  gratuity  of 
any  kind  allowed  to  them  beyond  the  amount  as 
fixed  by  the  board  at  the  commencement  of  the  finan- 
cial year.  Respectfully, 

J.  M.  Wightman, 

Chairman." 

This  document  shows  that  the  system  is  not  in 
practice  in  the  Department  of  Registrars  of  Voters 
as  stated  in  the  document  which  the  Alderman  has 
just  read.  I  thought  it  would  be  information  to  this 
board  to  know  how  far  this  system  was  carried  out, 
and  if  it  extended  to  all  departments.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Paving  sometimes  have  a  balance  left  of 
$15,000  or  $20,000,  and  if  they  have  the  right  lo  di- 
vide that  sum  among  the  very  large  number  em- 
ployed in  that  department,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
$5000,  $10,000  or  $20,000  could  be  divided  by  tLe 
committee,  for  I  think  they  hold  the  same  relation 
to  the  ordinance  that  the  Auditor  does,  and  such  a 
division  would  not  make  a  larger  sum  to  each  indi- 
vidual than  that  paid  by  the  Auditor  to  Iris  clerks. 
The  following  is  the  communication  received  from 
the  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  who  have  com- 
plete control  over  the  money  voted  to  that  depart- 
ment, and  can  do  with  it  just  about  as  they  please: 
"Board  of  Directors  for  Public  l 

Institutions,  Boston,  July  23, 1881. ) 
Hugh  O'Brien,  Esq.,  Aldermen's  Room,  City  Hall. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  inquiry  of  22d  inst.,  I 
have  to  report  that  no  special  change  has  been  made 
in  the  pay-roll  of  the  employees  in  the  Public  Insti- 
tutions. A  slight  increase  has  been  made  in  „  few 
instances  but  the  salaries  now  paid  are  substantially 
the  same  as  shown  in  Document  No.  67. 1881. 

2d.  It  has  never  been  customary  to  divide  any  un- 
expended balances  of  appropriations  among  the  em- 
ployees. The  payment  for  services  is  limited  to  the 
actual  sums  appropriated  and  fixed  by  the  heard  for 
yearly  or  monthly  services,  and  any  unexpended  bal- 
ance at  the  close  of  the  year  goes,  as  we  suppose,  into 
the  Sinking  Fund. 

Yours  very  ti  uly, 

A.  T.  Whiting, 

President." 

The  Board  of  Health  employ  a  great  many  clerks 
and  others  in  the  performance  of  their  necessary 
work.    To  the  first  question  they  answer  "Yes,"  and 
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to  the  second  question  "No."  The  Superintendent 
of  Health  answers  "Ye*"  to  the  first  question  and 
"No"  to  the  second.—  Signed,  George  W.  Fori- 
etall,  Superintendent.  The  Record  Commissioners 
say : 

"ClTT  Hall.  Bos  rev.  July  22,  1*81. 
Alderman  O'Brien. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  your  circular  of  this  date 
I  would  say  that  the  Record  Commissioners  have 
annually  a  sum  allowed  tor  copyists;  that  their  clerks 
arc  paid  by  the  week,  according  as  they  are  em- 
ployed;  and  that  the  unexpende  1  balances  of  the 
appropriations  are  not  divided,  but  have  been  cov- 
ered into  the  City  Treasury  at  the  close  of  the  finan- 
cial year. 

Yours  verv  respectfully, 
AVM."  h.  whitmcee, 

for  Record  Commissioners." 

The  Department  of  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  al-o  employs  a  large  number  of  clerks  as 
well  as  inspectors.  The  following  document  was  re- 
ceived from  that  department: 

"Department   fob   the  Scbvey  and   In-) 
sfection  of  Buildings.     } 
City  Hall,  July  25th,  1881.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  Hugh  O'Brien.  Chairman  of  the 

Board  of  Aldermen. 

Dear  Sir. — In  reply  to  your  quesi ions:  First,  Do 
the  clerks  or  employees  of  your  department  have 
fixed  salaries  as  shown  in  in  City  Doc.  67  of  1881? 
Answer  tu  first  question.  Yes,  with  this  exception, 
the  Permit  Clerk,  £800  instead  of  $1000. 

Second  question.  Has  it  been  customary  to  divide- 
any  unexpended  balance  of  appropriations  among 
the  employees  of  your  department  at  t lie  cUse  of  the 
financial  year.     Answer     No,  sir. 

The  clerks  or  this  department  are  appointed  h\ 
the  Inspector,  their  compensation  per  annum  ap- 
proved by  the  committee  on  this  department,  and 
submitted  to  Committee  on  Annual  Appropriation. 

The  Chief  Inspector,  Clerk  and  eight  Assistant 
Inspectors'  salaries  are  fixed  by  the  City  Council. 

No  money  <-aii  be  appropriated  bv  this  department 
contrary  to  the  expressed  will  of  the  Cir.»  Council 
in  the  appropriation  bill,  which  clearly  sets  forth  the 
purpose  for  which  it  is  to  be  used  Then  all  unex- 
pended balance  of  the  appropriation  must  remain  in 
City  Treasury,  and  can  not  be  divided  by  vote  of 
committee  or  used  for  other  purposes. 

It  the  clerk"  of  this  department  at  the  request  of 
tue  Inspector  perform  extra  service  for  the  city, 
which  has  been  don?  to  a  large  extent,  the  inspector 
knows,  and  so  do  the  clerks,  that  no  extra  compen- 
sation can  be  paid  for  such  service,  unless  the  said 
service  was  authorized  by  vote  of  Ciiy  Council. 
lrom>  respectfully, 

John  S.  Dameell,  Inspector." 

The  expenditures  for  the  Assessors'  department, 
with  the  exception  of  stationery,  are  exclusively  for 
clerk  hire.  The  Assessors'  department  inform  us 
that  all  unexpended  balances  voted  for  clerk  hire  go 
into  the  City  Treasury  at  the  close  of  the  year.  Tue 
following  is  the  communication: 

■'Ass!_s,oks'  Office,  Bo-ton.  July  22, 1881. 
Alderman  O'Brien. 

Dear  Sir.— Iu  answer  to  the  first  question  contained 
in  tue  circular  of  this  date,  I  would  say  that  the 
"Office  Clerk "  i-  compensated  by  a  fixed  salary;  that 
the  other  olerkfi  are  paid  by  the  day  for  "street 
work,"  1>\  the  piece  (per  page  or  per  name)  for  some 
part  of  their  work,  and  by  a  fixed  price  (per  ward  or 
for  the  specific  work  required)  for  the  other  service 
required  of  them. 

In  answer  to  the  second  question,  I  would  say  that 
all  unexpended  balance-  of  appropriation'  for  our 
department  reuiam  in  the  City  Treasury  at  the  close 
of  cccli  financial  year.     Very  respectfully, 

I'or  the  Board  of  Assse-sor.-. 
Thomas  Hills,  Chairman." 
Hon.  Hugh  O'Brieu. 

The  following  was  received  from  the  City  Clerk: 
■  i  n  v  CtBBK's  Office,  July  22, 1881. 
Alderman  Hugh  O'Brien. 

Dear  Sir,— In  response  to  circular  of  this  date 
I  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  duties  of  my  office 
umlti'orm.  many  being  imposed  '  on  it 
by  .-tatutes,  which  it  is  i  "possible  to  antici- 
pte— wlnh:  it  i-  equally  nusirtahi  w'.ict  cure 
ber  of  mortgage,,  and  other  papers  may  be  produced 
for  record  during  the  year,  that  the  allowance  for 
elerk  hire  in  this  department  cannot  be  accurately 
and  equitably  divided  among  my  clerk*  at  the  be- 
ginning of  tlie  -alary  year,  April  1.  They  are  there- 
fore paid  substantially  on  the  bash  indicated  in  City 
Doc.  67  of  1881;  this  leaves  a  margin  of  appropria- 
tion which  is  devoted  to  the  payment  of  extra  clerics 


s. iould  the  increase  in  the  number  of  mortgages   left 
for  record  require  such  as-istance. 

2d.  If  in  March  there  is  a  balance  left  not  appro 
printed  ;  heretofore  to  the  payment  of  the  regular  or 
extra  clerks,  I  have  apoortioi.ed  it  among  the  most 
meritorious  of  my  regular  force,  who  have  worked 
beyond  office  hours,  as  my  assistant  clerk  has  re- 
peate  Uy  done.  But  such  case-  are  quite  rare.  It 
more  often  happens  that  my  appropriation  for  clerk 
hire  is  exhausted,  and  that  I  pay  from  my  own  liuid- 
for  necessary  assistance,  as  was  done  t:ii<  year. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

&.  F.  McCleahy." 

In  relation  to  that  matter  I  would  say  that  1  look 
upon  the  City  Clerk's  department  as  entirely  differ- 
ent from  the  Audit  i's.  He  has  no  committee  to 
guide  him.  It  is  entirely  different  from  the  City- 
Registrar's  department,  and  all  other  departments 
which  have  committees  in  charge  of  them  The 
money  is  voted  to  Mr.  McCleary,  and  he  uses  if  in 
accordance  with  his  best  judgment.  I  believe  that 
all  the  departments  who  have  "committees  for  advice 
and  guidance,  ought  to  submit  to  those  committees 
any  expenditure  dt  appropriations.  The  City  Survey- 
or, in  whose  oliice  is  a  great  number  of  employees, in  m- 
swertothe  first question.says  •iYes,"aiidin"au-«er  to 
the  second  question  '-No."  The  answer  of  tue  Super- 
intendent of  Fafclic  Buildings  i.;  precisely  the  sa'-ne  to 
both  questions.  The  City  Collector  answers  in  pre- 
cisely t  esame  wav,to  the  first  qoestion  "Yes,"  to  the 
second  "Xo."  No  unexpended  appropriations  have 
been  divided  among  the  clerks  in  those  departments 
at  the  close  of  the  year.  The  original  statement 
from  the  Auditor's  Department,  which  has  been  cor- 
rected since  it  came  here,  put  the  Collector's  Depart- 
ment among  those  which  divided  their  balances. 
The  City  Engineer,  in  answer  to  the  first  question, 
savs  "Yes,"  and  to  the  seccud  "No."  No  unex- 
pended balances  are  divided  among  his  clerks  and 
assi  rants  at  the  end  of  the  yeai.  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
thought  this  information  would  be  satisfactory  to  the 
board.  It  has  been  satisfactory  to  me  I  am  happy 
to  state  that  no  unexpended  balances  of  appro- 
priations voted  to  all  the  departments  I  have 
read  are  divided  among  the  employees  at  the 
eud  of  the  year,  but  they  go  faithfully  into 
the  treasury  of  the  city  to  relieve  taxation 
the  coining  year.  The  Auditor's  Department 
io  the  only  exception.  On  that  point  I  think 
tnat  is  all  I  care  about  saying.  1  have  detained  the 
board  a  considerable  time  by  reading  these  explana- 
tions, in  relation  to  the  Auditor  drawing  §800  from 
the  treasury  as  Auditor  of  the  County,  without  a 
vole  of  this  board,  I  pronounce  that  clearly  illegal. 
He  should  have  come  to  this  board  and  asked  them 
as  County  Commissioners  to  fix  his  salary  before  he 
drew  oue  dollar.  In  order  to  satisfy  myself  on  tins 
point  I  *eut  the  following  communication: 

"Office  of  the  clerk  of  Committees,  ( 
City  Hall,  July  25, 188i;     J 
Hon.  John  P.  Healy,  Corporation  Counsel. 

Dear  Sir,— Referring  to  chap.  256,  Acts  of  1879,  sec. 
2,  Alderman  O'Brieu  wishes  to  know  whether,  in  \our 
opinion,  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  has  the  right  to 
take  the  maximum  sum  name  1  in  said  section,  viz., 
.$81)0,  without  action  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  or  whetner  the  board  should  not  e.-lablish 
the  amount  he  shall  receive  for  his  services  as  Audi- 
tor of  the  County.  An  immediate  reply  will  greatly 
oblige  the  Alderman.    Respectfully  yours, 

William  H.  Lee,  Clerk  of'Couimittees." 

The  answer  to  that  inquiry  is  as  follows: 

"The  amount  should  he  fixed  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  which  must  not  exceed  $800. 

^Signed)  J.  Y.  Healy." 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  believe  that  is  all  I  have  to  say. 
>  Alderman  Tucker— I  think  the  Alderman  who  has 
jn-t  taken  his  seat  has  exercised  a  great  dea  of  inge- 
nuity to  get  out  of  a  tight  place.  The  whole  ques- 
tion at  issue  is  in  regard  to  the  salaries  paid  the 
cierks  in  the  Auditor's  Department.  He  has  taken  a 
great  deal  of  time  to  go  through  the  other  deport- 
ments. He  knows  that  #10,700  was  appropriated,  fur 
clerk  hire  in  the  Auditor's  Department  last  year.  He 
kno^-s  very  well  that  fie  Auditor  has  taken  tue  same 
ground  that  the  City  Clerk  has  taken;  that  he  has 
fixed  certain  salaries  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year  and  used  up  the  amount  oi  money  appropriated 
to  him  for  clerk  hire.  He  has  done  nothing  more 
and  nothing  less. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Did  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts ever  authorize  him  to  appropriate  that 
money'.' 

Alderman  Tucker— 1  do  not  understand  that  the 
Committee  on  Accounts  actually  have  anything  to 
do  with  It.  The  Auditor  himself  ha-  that  amount  of 
money   for  clerk   hire,  and   he  has  paid  out    that 
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amount.  He  has  paid  no  more  than  was  appropri- 
ated, and  lias  not  paid  any  such  large  amounts  as  the 
Alderman  stated  last  week. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Do  you  believe  that  the  Au- 
ditor of  Accounts  would  have  passed  the  payment  of 
any  money  by  the  Treasury  Department  without 
seeing  a  vote  of  the  committee?  in  my  experience 
he  would  not. 

Alderman  Tucker  —  1  do  yot  understand  that  the 
City  Treasurer  has  to  call  his  committee  together 
and  ask  them  how  mu;h  he  shall  pay  his  clerks. 
The  Auditor  has  power  to  apportion  his  money,  and 
has  doce  so.  This  unexpended  balance  that  was 
divided,  was  money  that  actually  belonged  to  the 
clerks.  He  gave  them  what  belonged  to  them  and 
he  gave  them  no  more.  It  is  impossible  to  tell  what 
will  be  requ  red  during  the  entire  year;  some  of  the 
clerks  are  i  able  to  be  sick;  they  are  employed  to  do 
extra  clerical  work,  and  it  is  always  wisdom  for 
every  department  to  reserve  a  little' fund  for  such 
purposes.  The  Alderman  on  my  left  has  gone  over  a 
great  deal  of  ground.  It  was  not  necessary  that  any 
reference  should  be  made  to  any  other  depart- 
ment. I  think  it  would  nave  been  better  to 
have  confined  it  to  the  Auditor's  Department. 
The  rule  in  other  departments  has  no  effect 
whatever  upon  the  Auditor's  Department.  The 
Auditor  has  simply  done  precisely  what  the  City 
Clerk  has  done,  and  the  statement  made  last  week 
by  the  Alderman  that  one  clerk  whose  salary  was 
fixed  at  $2500  received  $2800,  is  not  correct.  The 
highest  salary  paid  in  the  Auditor's  Department  was 
$2575.  He  also  stated  that  one  clerk  whose  salary 
was  fixed  at  $1400,  received  $1700.  There  is  no  such 
salary  there.  I  might  go  on  through  the  list  in  the 
same  way,  but  do  not  want  to  occupy  the  time  of 
this  board.  Enough  time  has  been  taken  up  al- 
ready. I  think  every  member  of  this  board  is  satis- 
fied in  his  own  mind  that  Mr.  Turner  in  expending 
the  amount  set  aside  for  clerk  hire  has  done  his  duty 
and  no  more.  I  oo  not  think  that  the  practice  in 
departments  where  committees  fix  the  salaries  of 
clerks  has  anything  to  do  with  this  case.  I  simply 
wanted  to  state  the  facts  as  they  are.  I  think  the 
Alderman  intended  to  take  back  what  he  said  last 
week;  out  he  seems  to  have  a  pertinacious  feeline 
against  the  Auditor  s  Department.  I  think  that 
when  he  gets  over  it  he  will  feel  better. 

Alderman  O'Brien — The  Alderman  has  no  right  to 
say  that  I  get  up  out  of  spite  against  the  Auditor's 
Department.  No  Alderman  has  the  right  to  stand  up 
here  and  accuse  me  of  influences  of  that  kind.  I 
state  my  facts,  and  he  cannot  disprove  them.  The 
Auditor  not  only  divided  the  unexpended  balance  at 
the  close  of  the  year,  hut  he  has  divided  a  balance  on 
the  first  of  the  month.  I  understand  that  he  accounts 
for  it  in  this  way;  That  after  fixing  the  salaries  he 
finds  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year  that  he  will 
have  so  much  over  and  above  the  amount  fixed;  that 
there  will  be  an  unexpended  balance,  and  he  takes  a 
portion  of  that  unexpended  balance  and  divides  it 
among  the  clerks  on  the  first  of  July. 

Alderman  Tucker — That  is  wrong. 

Alderman  O'Brien— You  will  find  in  your  state- 
ment there  that  he  has  done  so.  In  going  out  of 
office  he  divided  what  he  considered  might  be  an 
unexpended  balance  at  the  close  of  the  year.  If 
that  balance  is  placed  in  the  Auditor's  appropriation, 
to  be  used  in  case  of  sickness  or  anything  of  that 
kind  requiring  extra  clerks,  what  right  has  the  Audi- 
tor on  the  first  of  July,  the  third  month  of  the  finan- 
cial year,  to  divide  a  portion  of  that  unexpended 
balance  among  the  clerks?  You  see  the  whole  thing 
is  contradictory. 

Alderman  Tucker — The  unexpended  balance  divi- 
ded was  from  the  appropriation  of  last  year.  This 
$25  which  has  been  diviaed,  as  I  understand,  is  for 
the  work  done  this  year  on  the  $2000  to  be  used  for 
the  bond  clerk,  but  I  learn  that  ncthing  has  been 
spent  on  that  account,  as  no  appropriation  was  made 
for  the  purpose. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Then  you  understand  that  on 
the  first  of  July  he  divided  among  his  clerks  money 
that  was  an  unexpended  balance  at  the  close  of  the 
financial  year? 

Alderman  Tucker— They  had  done  that  wcrk  al- 
ready. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  say  this  whole  thing  is  per- 
nicious and  wrong.  I  repeat  again  that  it  is  contrary 
to  the  letter  and  spirit  ot  the  ordinance.  I  feel  that 
it  is  so  because  I  was  a  member  of  the  committee 
who  considered  that  ordinance  and  reported  it  to  the 
City  Council.  I  will  read  the  ordinance  on  page  17 
of  the  Supplement? 

"All  excess  of  revenue  derived  from  liquor  li- 
censes, excess  of  income  and  taxes  over  estimated  in- 
come and  taxes,  and  of  appropriations  over  expendi- 
tures at  the  close  of  each  financial  year  shall  remain 


in  the  City  Treasury  to  be  used  and  applied  for  such 
purposes  as  the  City  Council  may  order. 

That  ordinance  is  clear.  Every  unexpended  dollar 
in  any  appropriation — I  don't  care  whether  it  is  the 
Auditor's  department  or  any  other— at  the  close  of 
the  financial  year  should  go  where  it  belongs,  into  the 
City  Treasury,  and  stay  there  until  it  is  drawn  out  by 
order  of  the  City  Council.  That  is  the  spirit  and  let- 
ter of  the  ordinance  There  is  no  gettine  around  it 
in  any  way,  shape  or  manner.  It  was  the  under- 
standing of  the  committee  who  recommended  it  to 
the  City  Council  in  1877.  They  went  over  the  whole 
ground,  considered  the  appropriation  given  to  every 
department,  from  the  Auditor  down ;  and  if  there 
was  a  balance  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year  it  was 
to  go  into  the  City  Treasury  to  relieve  taxation  the 
coming  year. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  am  very  glad  that  this 
wrangle  on  the  other  side  of  the  house  has  brought 
out  some  facts  which  I  think  will  be  of  service  to  the 
rest  of  us  durine  the  remainder  of  the  year.  I  am 
glad  to  see  one  thing — that  the  City  Auditor  has  been 
so  libera!  as  to  divide  a  portion  of  the  perquisites 
among  his  employees  >hows  that  he  has  been  gener- 
ous and  considerate.  This  condition  of  things 
strengthens  the  opinion  which  I  have  heretofore  ex- 
pressed, that  the  City  Auditor's  Department,  as  now 
constituted,  is  a  good  deal  of  a  fiction.  It  has  been 
very  difficult  to  tell  what  the  Auditor's  salary  was  at 
any  time.  It  appears  from  the  letter  which  has 
been  read  that  this  suumnry  distribution  of  unex- 
pended fund?  has  been  confined  to  the  Auditor's  de- 
partment. Apparently  the  Auditor  could  audit  the 
accounts  of  other  departments,  and  would  want  to  see 
the  specific  authority  for  the  appropriation  of  money. 
Perhaps  he  did  not  like  to  audit  his  own  accounts  or 
investigate  his  own  department;  hence  the  unex- 
pended portion  would  be  distributed  among  the 
clerks,  instead  of  being  turned  "nto  the  City  Treas- 
ury, the  Sinking  Funds.or  wherever  it  should  go.  If 
this  is  the  custom  of  any  of  «iar  departments,  to  ap- 
propriate among  officials  the  unexpended  balances, 
where  is  there  to  be  aci.eck?  For  instance,  the  chief 
in  each  departmeai  comes  in  here  each  year  with  his 
estimates  for  what  we  believe  the  expense  of  the  de- 

Eartment  will  be  for  the  year.  How  easy  it  would 
e  to  add  several  thousand  dollars  to  that  appropria- 
tion, with  a  view  to  pocketing  any  balance  which 
may  be  unexpended.  How  will  the  city  govern- 
ment know,  when  the  estimates  come  in.  how  they 
are  to  be  divided,  or  whether  or  not  they  are 
truthfully  prepared.  We  must  take  the  "repre- 
sentations of  each  chief  of  a  department  on  trust, 
and  accept  his  figuies.  Sometimes,  when  an  eco- 
nomical fit  strikes  the  city  government,  they  may 
cut  off  a  certain  portion,  and  expect  the  head  of  a 
department  to  do  with  less.  If  we  are  to  inaugurate 
a  system  of  private  distribution  of  funds  at  the  end 
of  each  current  year,  we  are  opening  a  very  broad 
gate  for  corruption  in  every  department.  It  think  it 
is  well  for  the  Aldermen  to  bear  in  mind  the  result 
of  this  wrangle  on  the  other  side  of  the  house.  I 
think  it  has  done  us  good. 
Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FBOM  THE  COMMON  COUKCIL. 

Report  that  a  property  room  has  been  provided 
for  the  Police  Department  in  the  City  Hall.  Accept- 
ed in  concurrence. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Water  consult 
with  the  Boston  Water  Board  as  to  the  practicability 
of  getting  a  supply  of  water  from  Lake  Winnipi- 
seogee. 

Alderman  Slade— It  seems  to  me  it  is  a  piece  of 
folly  to  authorize  this  committee  to  consider  the 
question.  The  idea  of  bringing  water  from  Lake 
Winnipiseogee,  at  the  present  time,  is  entirely  out  of 
the  question.  I  do  not  want  to  make  this  committee 
any  more  labor  than  is  absolutely  necessary,  and 
would  move  that  the  order  be  indefinitely  pos  poned. 

Alderman  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  did  not  expect  to  sav  a  word 
on  this  order  because  I  believed  the  board  would 
agree  to  it  without  any  remarks.  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  water  question  is  the  most  important  that  the 
City  Council  will  have  to  deal  with  for  the  next  ten 
or  twenty  years,  and  it  will  do  no  harm  to  ascer- 
tain how  expensive  it  would  be  to  bring  pure 
water  from  Lake  Winnipiseogee  into  the  city 
of  Boston.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  Myotic 
supply  will  be  worthless  after  a  short  time. 
We  will  have  to  remove  our  drains  from  the  lower 
Mystic  pond,  and  the  tanneries  will  pollute  the  sun- 
Dly  so  that  it  will  be  unfit  for  domestic  uses.  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  city  of  Boston  has  had  less  water 
and  a  smaller  water  supply  for  the  past  six  months 
than  it  ever  had  before".  Lake  Cochituate,  one  ot 
our  largest  sources  of  supply,  could  not  be  used  for 
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six  months  on  account  of  the  impurity  of  the  water. 
It  was  iet  on  last  week,  but  it  is  full  of  this  plant 
that  almost  destroys  the  Cochituate  for  domestic 
use.-,  [t  has  lost  its  fishy  taste,  but  it  is  full  of  the 
plant  which  has  been  so  deleterious  to  our  water  sup- 
ply. Basin  No.  1  has  beeu  so  mint  for  use  that  we 
have  not  drawn  a  ualloii  of  water  Irom  it  for  the 
past  six  month •.  Basin  No.  3  holds  one  thousand 
and  seventy-four  millions  of  gallons  of  water  and 
bus  not  beeu  used  for  nearly  a  vear  because 
the  water  is  too  impure  for  domestic  pur- 
poses. Our  water  supply  on  Sudbury  liver  will 
give  us  one  thousand  five  million  gallons;  Basin  No. 
1 ,  288  millions;  Basin  No.  2,  479  millions;  Basin  No.  3, 
1074  millions;  and  the  new  basin,  for  which  an  order 
has  passed  this  board,  will  store  eleven  hundred 
millions  of  gallons.  The  on  y  water  supply  for  the 
past  six  months  has  been  Basin  No.  2,  wlrcb  holds 
47ii  million?  of  gallons — nearly  the  smallest  basin, 
with  one  exception,  which  the  city  of  Boston 
now  controls;  so  that  actually  we  have  been  using 
tor  die  past  six  months  onlyone-fifth  of  our  whole 
supply,  and  the  other  four-fifths  have  be-m  unfit  for 
use.  With  such  facts  obtained  from  the  Water  Com- 
missioners—the Alderman  on  mv  right,  and  the  Al- 
derman opposite  know  that  we  have  extracted  those 
tacts  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Water  Board  at  a 
hearing  before  the  committee  on  the  expediency 
of  abolishing  the  commissions  last  week,  that  the 
city  of  Boston  has  been  dependent  on  about  one- 
fifth  of  its  resources  for  a  water  supply  during 
the  past  year— I  think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton to  extend  inquiries  in  all  directions.  It  will  not 
cost  anything  to  do  this.  If  the  scheme  is  feasible, 
let  us  consider  it.  if  they  report  that  it  is  too  ex- 
pensive and  not  feasible,  then  we  can  reject  it.  But 
why  not  get  the  information?  I  am  satisfied  that  this 
water  question  will  be  one  of  the  most  serious  ques- 
tions the  City  Council  will  have  to  handle  during  the 
next  ten  or  twenty  years.  I  believe  the  sooner  they 
commence  the  work  of  getting  information  as  to  how 
we  can  get  a  supply  of  nurc  water  for  our  citizens, 
the  better  ic  will  be  for  the  city.  I  hope  the  Alder- 
man will  withdraw  his  motion  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone, and  let  the  matter  be  inquired  into  by  the 
Water  Committee  ot  the  City  Council. 

Alderman  Hersey— What  assurance  has  the  Alder- 
man, even  if  we  went  to  this  vast  expense  of  bring- 
ing water  from  Lake  Winnipiseogee,  that  it  would 
be  any  different,  when  st/jreu  in  basins,  from  what 
we  have  now.  It  seems  t:>  me  the  inquiry  should  be 
directed  to  ascertaining  what  is  the  cause  of  the 
presen;  condition  of  the  water  of  Sudbury  River. 
No  reason  has  been  given  for  it.  Our  first  inquiry 
should  be  why  the  water  is  iuipme,  and  how  it  can 
be  remedied.  1'heie  are  some  impurities  in  Lake 
Cochituate  on  account  of  drainage,  but  they  arc  no 
more  than  there  have  been  in  the  past,  and  changes 
are  being  made  looking  to  remedying  them.  Until 
we  know  what  the  matter  is  with  our  present  supply, 
it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  talk  about 
going  to  Lake  Winnipiseogee  at  an  expense  of  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 

Alderman  O'Brien— That  is  exactly  what  we  want 
to  find  out,  whether  it  will  be  an  expense  of  millions 
of  dollars,  and  whether  we  can  get  an  assurance  that 
the  water  will  be  any  better  after  we  get  it  here. 

Alderman  Hersey— My  objection  is  that  as  the  pres- 
ent impurities  have  bailed  the  skill  and  science  of 
chemists  who  have  been  employed  bv  the  Water 
Board,  it  is  idle  to  talk  about  a  new  supply.  We  do 
not  know  what  condition  the  water  will  be  in  after  it 
gets  here. 

Alderman  Slade— I  did  not  maki  that  motion  be- 
cause I  bad  any  particular  objections  to  the  commit- 
tee considering  it  if  they  want  to.  But  I  do  not 
believe  anybody  thinks  for  a  moment  that  the 
city  of  Boston  is  going  io  attempt  to  bring  water 
from  Lake  Winnipiseogee.  According  to  the  Alder- 
man's statement,  only  one-fifth  Dart  of  our  supp  y  was 
used  last  year,  ami  that  we  have  lived  upon  one-fifth 
of  the  supply  we  already  have.  I  do  not  know  what 
causes  the  impurities.  I  have  been  using  Cochituate 
water  for  twenty-live  years  or  thereabouts,  and  have 
vet  to  know  of  a  case  where  anybody  has  been  in- 
jured by  drinking  it,  or  drinking  even  the  Mystic 
water.  Sometimes  it  does  not  look  or  taste  just 
right,  but  what  harm  has  it  done  anybody?  I  drink 
water  as  much  as  anybody,  I  suppose,  and  I  am  not 
afraid  of  the  water  we  have.  But  so  much  is  said  in 
this  board  about  the  impurity  WE  our  water,  that  I 
some-times  wonder  how  anybody  has  the  stomach  to 
drink  a  glass  of  it.  If  thev  were  not  obliged  to  I 
suppo-e  they  wouldn't.  There  is  no  mistake  about 
it — all  the  waters  all  over  the  country  are  being  more 
or  b9is  polluted  by  cities  and  villages  bringing  in 
a  water  supply  without  first  knowing  where  it  is 
going  to.    I  know  some  northern  villages  where  they 


are  laying  pipes  to  carry  the  sewage  into  the  rivers. 
I  don't  know  but  that  by  and  by  Lake  Winnipiseogee 
will  have  villages  draining  into  it,  and  I  don't  know 
but  they  are  now.  As  the  Alderman  has  said,  it  is  a 
question  that  is  going  tr>  bother  us  to  get  water  that 
is  pure  and  white  at  all  times.  That  we  never  can 
do,  and  it  never  can  be  done  unless  the  water  is  run 
through  the  saods  of  the  country  and  drawn  from 
springs.  Dip  a  glass  of  water  from  Lake  Winni- 
piseogee to-day  and  it  will  not  be  white;  but  there  is 
nothing  injurious  about  it.  If  the  Alderman  desires 
to  investigate  this  matter  further  I  will  make  no  ob- 
jection, and  withdraw  the  motion,  but  I  think  it  will 
be  so  much  time  lost. 

The  board  concurred  with  the  Council  in  the  pas- 
sage of  the  order. 

Order  for  a  committee  (Messrs.  Means,  Lauten  and 
Greenough  to  be  joined)  to  consult  with  the  Boston 
Water  Board  upon  the  cause  of  the  impurities  of 
the  water,  and  the  best  remedy  to  be  applied  there- 
for. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  wish  I  could  see  any  virtue  in 
this  order.  The  Water  Board  and  Water  Committee 
are  doing  all  they  can  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the 
impurity  of  the  water.  They  are  not  only  doing 
what  they  can  themselves,  but  have  employed  sev 
eral  experts.  Why  should  we  appoint  another  com- 
mittee, to  incur  additional  expense  for  the  city  to  pay, 
when  the  Water  Commissioners  and  the  Committee 
on  Water,  with  their  experts,  are  working  to  find  out 
how  the  impurities  got  there.  I  can  see  nothing  to 
be  gained  except  the  expense  of  forming  another 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis,  the  order  was  in- 
definitely posted.    Notice  sent  down. 

THE  EXTENSION  OF  YOUNG'S  HOTEL. 

Alderman  Curtis  presented  the  petition  of  J.  W. 
Coburn  &  Co.  for  leave  to  attach  a  guy  rope  to  a  Dor- 
tioa  of  the  Court  House,  and  for  leave  to  place  an 
office  in  Court  House  area. 

Alderman  Curtis  explained  the  petition,  and  on  his 
motion  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  County 
Buildings,  with  full  power. 

HELMETS    FOR    POLICEMEN. 

Alderman  Curtis  offered  ao  order— That  the  Police 
Commissioners  be  lequested  to  rescind  General  Or- 
der No.  27,  relative  to  police  officers  wearing  Inl- 
ine ts. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  cut  from  a  paper  of  last  Sat- 
urday a  small  strip  which  I  shall  read: 
"  The  Police  Helmets. 

"Mr.  James  G.  Davis,  hatter,  commenced  to  meas- 
ure members  of  the  police  department  yesterdav  for 
the  new  helmets,  which  will  be  worn  as  headgear  for 
fall  and  winter  after  Sept.  30.  The  measurements 
will  be  forwarded  to  London,  Eng.,  where  the  hel- 
mets are  to  be  manufactured  by  the  mm  who 
supplies  the  London  police  department  with  such 
goods.  Police  Commissioner  Jones  says  that  *he 
pattern  forwarded  was  shown  to  several  lead- 
ing hatter.-  in  Boston,  and  they  expressed  them- 
selves unwilling  to  manufacture  such  goods  for 
less  than  $8  each;  the  English  manufacturer 
charges  but  $4,  and  the  contract  has,  therefore, 
been  made  across  the  water.  The  helmet  is  simply  a 
high-crowned  Derby  hat  of  black  felt,  with  no  brim 
on  the  sides,  and  a  visor  with  a  corresponding  dip  on 
the  brim  behind.  It  will  be  bound  with  leather  and 
have  a  leather  band.  Upon  thefronts  will  be  wreaths 
of  gold,  silver  and  bronze,  according  to  lank,  those 
for  superior  officers  enclosing  the  initials  of  their 
rank,  and  the  bronze  wreath  enclosing  the  number 
of  the  patrolman  who  wears  it.  There  will  be  no 
other  ornamentation.  The  shape  of  the  helmet  hat 
cloBely  resembles  those  worn  by  Edmunds's  band 
when  it  did  street  duty,  and  those  now  worn  bv  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Roxbury  Horse  Guard. 
It  is  also  almost  identical  with  those  adopted  for  pri- 
vates in  the  regular  army  of  the  United  States." 

I  have  another  one  which  I  will  read: 
"  The    Police   Helmets. 

"When  several  hundrad  members  of  the  po- 
lice force  have  recently  supplied  themselves 
with  new  hats  of  the  regulation  pattern,  at 
an  expense  of  $2.25  apiece,  an  order  from  head- 
quarters to  procure  a  lielmet  that  costs  $4  is  of 
more  than  passing  interest.  The  commissioners 
cla<m  that  the  helmet  will  be  a  great  protection  from 
blows  if  the  wearer  is  assaulted;  but  the  men  them- 
selves appear  willing  to  take  the  chances,  and  do  not 
relish  the  idea  of  unnecessarily  drawing  upon  their 
pocketbooks.  There  is  one  circumstance  in  connec- 
tion with  the  order  which  has  excited  much  com- 
ment among  business  men.  It  is  reported  that  Com- 
missioner Jon?s  said  that  a  pattern  of    the  helmet 
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was  shown  tn  leading  hatters  in  Boston,  and  they  de- 
clined to  make  the  helmets  for  less  than  eight"  dol- 
lars each;  so  the  contract  was  given  to  a  London 
house.  What  the  Transcript  considers  to  be  the 
'leading  hatters'— notably  those  who  have  hereto- 
fore made  hats  for  the  department— were  inter- 
viewed, and  they  declared  th  it  no  opportunity  was 
afforded  them  to  compete  for  the  work;  and  some  of 
them  say  that  it  could  have  been  done  fully  as 
cheaply  here  as  abroad." 

The  prominent  manufacturers  of  hats  alluded  to 
are  A.  N.  Cook  &  Co  ,  D.  P.  Ilsley  &  Co.,  Jackson  & 
Co.,  Bent  &  Bush  and  Samuel  O.  Ahorr,  and  they 
say  they  have  never  been  consulted,  never  saw  the 
helmets  and  were  not  asked  what  they  would  furnish 
them  for.  Of  course,  we  cannot  command  them  to 
rescind  that  order,  and  can  merely  request  them  to 
do  so. 

Alderman  Viles— I  hardly  know  what  to  say  about 
that  order.  I  don't  know  whether  to  oppose  or  favor 
it.  "We  have  put  all  the  police  business  into  the 
hands  of  the  commissioners,  and  they  can  do  as  they 
please,  even  if  we  request  them  not  to.  I  think  the 
less  said  about  it  the  better. 

Alderman  Curtis—  That  is  as  I  understand  it,  and 
that  is  where  we  put  our  heads  t.gethev  on  the 
statute  law.  They  order  us  to  furnish  so  much 
tuonev,  and  when  they  have  got  it  they  do  what  they 
please  with  it.  They  have  the  money,  they  will 
spend  it  for  this  thing,  ana  it  is  going  across  the 
water,  and  we  cannot  prevent  it.  The  order  simply 
requests  them,  and  we  can  only  lequest  them.  They 
have  the  power  to  do  it. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 
CITY   HOSPITAL 

The  annual  report  or  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hos- 
pital (City  Doc.  83)  was  received  and  sent  down. 
CITY  TREASURER'S  ACCOUNTS. 

The  report  of  Charles  H.  Detnie  late  City  Treas- 
urer, from  May  1st  to  July  15th  inclusive,  at  the  time 
of  turning  over  the  office  to  Alfred  I.  Turner,  whs 
received  and  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Treasury  Department. 

POLICE    DEPARTMENT. 

The  report  of  the  Police  Commissioners  (City  Doc. 
89),  for  the  year  ending  April  30,  1881,  was  received 
and  sent  down. 

PETITIONS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Petitions  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  engines 
were  received  as  follows: 

J.  E.  Dow,  junction  of  Beacon  street  and  Brighton 
ave. 
Saml.  B.  Pierce,  Clayton  street,  Dorchester. 
Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings  thereon 
on  Monday,  August  8th. 

THE  CASE  OF  ANN  SULLIVAN. 
The  following  ira.-  received: 

Board  of  Directors  of 
East  Boston  Ferries. 
Boston,  July  21, 1881. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston,— In  compliance  with  the  order  hereto  an- 
nexed, relative  to  the  petition  of  Ann  Sullivan  to  be 
compensated  for    personal   injuries,  the    directors, 
turough    their    Committee     on     Claims,  gave   the 
petitioner  a  hearing,  and  after  duly  considering  the 
same,  made  a  report  to  the  full  board  recommending 
that  the  petitioner  hava  leave  to  withdraw. 

Iu  Board  of  Directors  July  21, 1881. 
Report  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  City 
Council. 
A  true  copy  from  record. 

Attest.  H.  B.  Butler,  Clerk. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

THE  WOODWARD  DEFALCATION. 

Alderman  Caldwell  presented  the  following: 
To  the  City  Council  of  Boston. 

Gentlemen,— The  undersigned,  a  tax  payer  of  Bos- 
ton, respectfully  remonstrates  against  granting  tlie 
request  of  Samuel  Little,  John  J.  Soren,  John  J. 
Clarke  and  others,  to  exempt  the  Treasurer  and  his 
bondsmen  from  the  liability  and  loss  occasioned  by 
the  stealing  from  the  treasury  by  his  chief  clerk, 
John  A.  Woodward,  for  the  following  reasons:  The 
City  Council  have  no  lawful  right  to  do  it,  they  are 
governed  by  certain  laws  and  ordinances,  and  have 
taken  an  oath  to  abide  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  and 
ordinances  of  the  city.  The  laws  and  ordinances  of 
the  city  require  that  the  City  Treasurer  shall  give 
bonds  to  indemnify  the  city  against  loss  by  himself 
or  those  acting  under,  by  or  through  him.  He  is 
paid  a  large  salary  because  of  the  responsibility  of 
his  office,  and  looking  after  his  employees.    If  the 


City  Council  exempts  him  from  liability,  "where  is 
the  safety  hereafter?"  What  is  the  lie  of  bonds 
from  this  time  forth.  You  woul  I  be  setting  a  prece- 
dent that  vvould  exclude  you  from  enlorciugpaytuent 
from  any  one  holding  "trusts  under  the  city;  it 
would  be  an  invitation  for  all  to  go  and  do  likewise. 
Dishonest  clerks  would  be  fine  scapegoats  to  bear 
off  the  people's  monej.  and  a  plenty  of  time  given 
them  to  settle  in  some  foreign  land  before  the  defal- 
cation would  eon  e  to  light,  and  these  sympathetic 
citizens  and  tax  payers  would  come  in  with  a  petition 
to  exempt  the  poor  high-salaried  principal  from  lia- 
bility. These  petitioners  should  be  made  to  under- 
stand that  it  is  the  peop'c's  money  that  they  ask  you 
to  be  generou-  with,  and  not  your  own  nor  theirs 
alone.  If  they  wish  to  be  magnanimous,  let  them  be 
so  with  their  own  monev  and  not  others.  If  there  is 
auv  one  being  on  this  earth  meaner  than  another,  it 
is  the  person  that  displays  a  generosity  with  that 
which  is  not  his  own.  There  is  upon  the  petition 
wealth  enough  represented  to  pay  the  entire  loss  of 
the  Treasurer  and  not  be  a  heavy  tax  upon  the  peti- 
tioners. If  they  want  to  oe  generous,  let  them  sub- 
scribe and  pay  the  loss,  they  have  a  right  to  con- 
tribute their  own  mOLey;  if  they  came  honestly  by  it 
and  have  paid  their  debts,  they  can  be  as  generous  as 
they  please  with  their  own,  but  not  with  mine.  I 
pay  my  taxes  for  no  such  purpose,  and  the  City 
Council  of  Boston  has  no  right  to  use  it  (or  such  pur- 
poses. I  want  the  1  reasurer  of  Boston  to  be  paid  a 
liberal  salary:  it  is  a  very  responsible  offic-,  and  he 
should  be  paid  the  highest  -alary  of  any  city  official, 
but  wheo  he  has  accepted  the  officeand  salary,  I  be- 
lieve in  holding  him  to  a  strict  accountability.  If  he 
chooses  to  neglect  the  duties  of  his  office,  aiid  spend 
his  time  at  Long  Branch  or  Saratoga,  and  trust  his 
business  to  his  clerks,  and  they  steal  our  money,  let 
bis  bondsmen  come  to  the  rescue.  I  hav^  worked 
hard  for  what  I  have,  and  have  t"  be  vigilant  to  take 
care  of  it,  but  if  the  prayers  of  the  petitioners  is 
granted,  our  property  will  be  filched  from  us  by  those 
whom  we  elect  to  guard  it.  I  was  astouisheclat  see- 
ing certain  names  upon  the  petition,  men  who  I  be- 
lieve would  not  have  signed  it  had  the?  given  the 
matter  proper  thought.  But  you  are  aware  how 
those  petitions  are  gotten  up;  a  bore  is  employed  and 
paid  by  interested  patties,  and  he  goes  around  to 
businessmen  in  business  hours,  and  commences  to 
bore  them,  and  lather  "than  be  bored,  they  sign  the 
petition  to  get  rid  of  him,  thinking  it  cheaper  to  pay 
their  proportionate  part  than  spend  their  time  to 
reason  upon  tne  matter. 

Respectfully  presented, 

Jonathan  Stone. 

Revere,  July  20th.  1881. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

marine  park  at  city-  point. 

Alderman  Hersey  offered  tne  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioners  be  author- 
ized to  take  in  fee  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  U.nds  at 
City  Point,  to  the  amount  in  value  not  exceeding 
§100,000  for  the  purpose  of  a  Marine  Park. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  of 
Finance,  a  sum  not  exceeding  ,?100,000,  to  be  devoted 
to  securing  lands  or  ft  its  for  a  Marine  Prtrk  at  South 
Boston;  the  debt  to  be  issued  in  negotiating  this  loan 
to  be  denominated  "Thf  Public  Park  Loan,"  and  to 
bear  such  rate  of  interest  as  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance shall  determine. 

Alde'man  Hersey  moved  to  refer  to  the  Finance 
Committee,  but  withdrew  upon  the  chairman  sug- 
gesting that  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Parks  was  absent,  and  the  order  went  over. 

telephone  and  telegraph  locations  on 

BRIDGES. 
Aldermau  Woolley  submitted  the  following- 
The  Committee  on  Bridges,  to  whom  was  refeired 
as  unfinished  business  of  last  year  the  petition  of 
the  Gold  &  Stock  Telegraph  Company,  and  the  pres- 
ent year  the  petition  of  the  American  Bel!  Telephone 
company,  for  leave  to  erect  cable  houses  on  the 
several  bridges  crossed  by  their  wires,  and  the  pe- 
tition of  P.  A.  Dowd  for  leave  to  place  telegraph 
poles  on  the  extension  of  Chel-ea  bridge,  beg  leave 
to'  report  in  part  that  a  large  number  of  telegraph 
lines  are  already  located  upon  the  various  bridges. 
Other  companies  arc  applying  for  locations,  and  "the 
committee  believe  that  to  secure  the  safely  of  the  pub- 
lic travel,  and  preserve  the  respectable  appear- 
ance of  ihe  bridges  themselves,  the  several  lines 
of  wires  should  be  located  in  conformity  with  some 
established  standard  as  to  style  and  size  of  the  poles 
To  accomplish  this  will  necessitate  some  changes  iu 
the  poles  which  are  already  located,  and  the  com- 
mittee do  not  favor  g  anting  any  further  permits  for 
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locations  until  the  standard  has  been  agreed  upon 
aud  changes  made  necessary  thereby  have  been 
completed.  The  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion 
that  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  tne 
within  mentioned  petitioners  at  present,  but  would 
respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  following 
order. 

For  the  committee, 

William  Woolley,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  notify 
tiie  owners  of  all  telegraph  and  telephone  lines  now 
located  upon  bridges  under  the  charge  of  said  com- 
mittee, that  do  not  conform  to  the  conditions  under 
which  the  permits  therefor  were  grauted,  to  cause 
the  same  to  conform  to  said  conditions;  and  in  de- 
fau't  thereof  within  the  time  specified  in  said  notice 
the  said  commitie^  be  requested  to  report  to  this 
board  the  necessary  orders  for  the  removal  of  said 
lines. 

Order  passed. 

ARNOLD    ARBORETUM. 

Alderman  Hersey  offered  an  order— That  500  copies 
ot  City  Doc.  118  of  1880  be  printed. 

Alderman  Hersey  said  the  document  related  to  the 
Arnold  Arboretum,  and  the  edition  had  been  ex- 
hausted. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

PERMIT  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Hersey  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines: 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions to  occupy,  locate  and  use  steam  engine  by  E.  T. 
Fowler  &  Co..  at  73  Essex  street.    Accepted. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHT. 

Alderman  Hersey  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings on  the  part  of  the  board: 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  to  Thomas  R.  Hill  to 
project  an  electric  light  from  245-247  Treiuont  street. 
Accepted. 

CONGRESS-STREET  BRIDGE. 
Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order — That  tne 
Committee  on  Bridges  be  authorized  to  repair  Con- 
gress-street bridge  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $2500, 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  bridges. 
Passed. 

PUBLIC   BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  and  tbey  are  hereby  authorized  to  new  pile,  cover 
and  cap  the  wharves  of  the  offal  sheds  and  south 
city  stables,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $6500,  the  ex- 
pense therefor  to  be  charged  to  the  special  appro- 
priation for  south  city  wharves. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  the  ward  room  for  Ward  13  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  located,  until  otherwise  ordered, 
in  the  first  story  of  Brainard's  building,  on  the  cor- 
ner of  D  and  Silver  streets,  South  Boston. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Reports  ot  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following  pe- 
titions: 

Franei3  McLaughlin,  to  be  paid  for  personal  inju- 
ries received  in  the  Normal  Schoolhouse. 

Atlantic  National  Bank,  to  be  reimbursed  for  dam- 
ages caused  by  the  obstruction  of  the  Slate-street 
sewer. 

Andrew  Spence,  to  be  paid  lor  personal  injuries 
caused  by  his  hcrse  being  frightened  by  a  steam 
roller. 

Severally  accepted. 

PERMIT   FOR  STABLE. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  en  the  part  of  the  board: 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  to  occupy  stable  on 
the  usual  conditions,  as  l'ullows: 

Middlesex  R.  R.  Co.,  on  Bunker-Hill  street,  cor- 
ner of  Sullivan  street,  Ward  4,  for  100  horses. 

Accepted. 

PROPOsl-.D   LEASE  OF  APPLE  ISLAND. 

Alderman  Caldwell  offered  a*i  order — That  the 
Committee  on  Harbor  be  requested  to  consider  and 
report  upon  the  expediency  of  leasing  Apple  Island. 
Passed,     Sent  down. 

ORDERS  TO  PAY  FOB  LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  V'les  submitted  the  following  from   the 
mttee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the  board: 


Ordered  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  oc- 
casioned by  the  laving  out  of  streets  as  follows: 

George  S.  Cushing,  $660,  widening  of  Essex  street, 
and  $5080,  widening  of  Lincoln  street. 

George  B.  Faunce,  $200,  widening  of  Dudley 
street. 

Cadis  B.  and  William  Boyce,  $29,000,  extension  of 
Broadway  from  Albanv  to  Washington  street. 

Caroline  E.  Skinner,  $3257.80,  laying  out  of  Alfred 
street. 

Severally  passed. 

SEWER  REPORTS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers: 

Order  to  build  sewer  in  Pitts  street,  between  Pitts- 
street  court  and  Mfrrimac  street.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  for  hearing  on  Monday,  Aug. 
8th,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  construct- 
ing a  sewer  in  First  street,  between  O  and  V  streets. 
Order  passed. 

WATER     SUPPLY     FOR     INSTITUTIONS       AT      DEER 
ISLAND. 

The  following  was  presented  by  Alderman  Viles: 
Office  of  the  I 

Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Institutions,  } 

BOSTON,  July  23, 1881. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council 

of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Gentlemen,— On  account  of  the  inadequate  supply 
of  water  at  Deer  Island,  the  Board  of  Directors 
have  requested  the  City  Engineer  to  consider  the 
subject,  and  to  suggest  some  plan  whereby  the  diffi- 
culty may  be  overcome.  The  following  communica- 
tion from  that  officer  has  been  sent  to  the  hoard: 
"Office  of  City  Engineer,  i 

City  Hall,  Boston,  June  24, 1881.  ) 
Albert  T.  Whiting,    Esq.,    President  of  Board   of 

Directors  for  Public  Institutions. 

Sir,— As  requested  I  present  for  your  considera- 
tion the  following  report  upon  the  present  facili- 
ties for  fire  extinguishment  at  Deer  Island,  with 
recommendations  for  their  improvement. 

The  supply  main  from  East  Boston  to  the  Island  is 
about  five  miles  in  length.  I  find  that,  in  consequence 
of  the  reduction  of  head  caused  by  the  change  from 
Mystic  to  Cochituate  supply,  and  the  loss  of  head 
from  friction  in  the  long  supply  main,  the  hydrants 
will  not  furnish  an  adequate  supply  for  fire  purposes; 
further,  that  the  supply  main,  delivering  into  a 
reservoir,  will  not  iuruisn  more  than  325  gallons  per 
minute,  or  about  one  and  one  half  fire  streams. 

There  is  at  present  a  reservoir,  or  cistern,  near  the 
main  building  containing  about  11,000  gallons,  and 
four  small  cuterns  which  are  filled  by  rain  water 
from  the  roof  of  the  main  building. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  present  facilities 
are  entirely  inadequate  to  cope  with  a  fire  of  any 
magnitude. 

From  such  information  as  I  have  received  from 
your  superintendent,  I  think  that  there  should  be 
provision  made  for  at  least  four  or  five  streams; 
which  could  be  used  for  a  period  of  four  hours  each; 
anil  the  estimate  given  below  is  upon  this  basis. 

The  work  proposed  embraces  a  steam  fire-pump 
having  a  capacity  of  900  gallons  per  minute  when 
Tunning  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  125  feet  piston  speed 
per  minute,  and  which  will  maintain  a  water  pres- 
sure of  100  lbs.  with  a  steam  pressure  of  50  lbs.;  a 
brick  reservoir  44  feet  in  diameter  and  8  feet  deep, 
to  be  covered  with  a  conical  wooden  roof,  which 
would  contain  90.000  gallons  and  about  650  feet  of 
eight-inch  cast-iron  pipe  connecting  the  pumps, 
reservoirs  and  present  mains,  provided  with  gates, 
and  check  valves  to  control  the  flow  of  water. 
With  this  arrangement  you  will  be  enabled  to  obtain 
at  the  present  fire  hydrants  a  water  pressure  of 
from  80  to  100  lbs.,  this  being  sufficient  for  all  fire 
purposes. 

The  cost  of  the  proposed  work,  omittiDg  such  por- 
tions as  can  be  done  by  the  prisoners,  I  estimate  as 
follows: 

Steam  Fire  Pumps #1,000  00 

Reservoir 1,000  00- 

Water  pipes,  gates,  check  valves  and  connec- 
tions    1,200  00 

83,200  00 
Ail  10  per  cent,  for  contingencies 320  00 

g3,520  00 

Say  *<3,500 

Yours  respectfully, 
(Signed)  Henry  M.  Wightman, 

City  Engineer." 

This  subject  has  received  the  careful  consideration 
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of  the  board.  Iu  their  opinion  the  plan  suggested 
by  the  City  Engineer  is  practicable,  and  promises  to 
afford  the  supply  of  water  which  is  needed  for  the 
institution;  but  as  this  expenditure  was  not  contem- 
plated at  the  commencement  of  the  year  when  the 
annual  appropriations  were  made,  the  board  are 
without  funds  to  go  on  with  the  work.  As  the  sub- 
ject is  of  great  importance  and  demands  immediate 
attention  the  board  at  its  last  meeting  voted  to  re- 
quest the  Oity  Council  for  a  special  appropriation  of 
$4000  for  this  purpose,  and  trust  that  the  request  will 
receive  the  early  and  favorable  consideration  of  the 
City  Couucil.     '  Respectfully, 

A.  T.  Whiting, 
Fresideut  of  the  Board. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Institutions  and 
ordered  printed. 

BILL  ALLOWED. 
\lderman  Tucker  offered  an  order  that  the  Au- 
ditor of  Accounts  allow  for  payment  the  bill  of  H. 
D.  Parker  &  Co.,  dated  June  20,  27,  July  5  and  11th, 
amounting  respectively  to  $77.25,  f  88.15,  $72  95  and 
$78.40,  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  the  contingent  fund,  Board  of  Aldermen.  Passed. 

TREES. 

Alderman  Haldeman  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the  board,  re- 
commending the  granting  of  the  following  petitions: 

Calvin  B.  Payson,  to  remove  a  tree  from  27  Seav- 
ern's  avenue. 

C.  E.  Currier,  for  removal  of  dead  trees  in  front  of 
7  Mystic  street,  Charlestown. 

Severally  accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  to  move  wooden 
buildings  by  John  Soley  and  W.  R.  Cavanagu.  Ac- 
cepted. 

Orders  to  establish  grades  of  streets  as  follows,  ac- 
cording to  plan  dated  March  1, 1881: 

Curve  street,  between  Harrison  avenue  and  Hud- 
son street. 

Tyler  street,  near  Curve  street. 

Hudson  street,  near  Curve  street. 

Albany  street,  between  Broadway  extension  and 
Lehigh  and  Oneida  streets. 

Way  street  near  Broadway  extension. 

Seneca  street,  near  Albany  street. 

Passed. 

Reports  and  orders — For  edgestones  in  front  of 
estates  of  R.  C.  Billings,  Rockwood  street,  Abby  C. 
Richmon,  Crawfordstreet.    Orders  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  —  For  flagging  cross-walks 
across  Dudley  street,  at  the  intersection  therewith  of 
Clarence  street,  Deunis  street,  Brook  avenue,  Albion 
street,  Cottage  street  and  Howard  avenue,  estimated 
cost  $900;  for  edgestones  and  paved  gutters  on  the 
easterly  side  of  Pynchon  street,  between  New  Heath 
and  Centre  streets,  and  macadamize  the  roadway. 
Orders  passed. 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  edgestones  and  sidewalks 
in  various  streets  with  orders  for  the  assessment  and 
collection  of    one-half  the    cost  thereof.      Orders 


THE  FREE  CONCERTS. 

Alderman  Haldeman  offered  an  order— That  a 
joint  special  committee,  consisting  of  two  members 
of  this  board,  with  such  as  the  Common  Council  may 
join,  be  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  free  concerts 
to  be  given  during  the  remainder  of  the  season,  with 
authority  to  expend,  in  addition  to  the  amount  here- 
tofore allowed  for  that  purpose,  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars ;  said  sums  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  incidentals. 

Alderman  Haldeman — In  explanation  of  that,  or 
rather  as  preliminary,  I  would  like  to  read  a  para- 
grarh  from  last  Sunday's  Herald : 

"  The  City  Free  Concert  Fund. 

"The  refusal  of  the  Common  Council  to  grant  a  fur- 
ther appropriation  for  the  city  free  concerts  the 
present  season  is  not  altogether  an  unsatislactory  re- 
sult of  the  effort  to  continue  these  entertainments. 
The  action  of  the  committee  in  regard  to  the  last 
four  concerts  undoubtedly  settled  the  matter  and 
caused  the  refusal  of  the  $1000  asked  for,  and  this 
evidence  of  a  disapproval  of  the  committee's  action 
may  have  a  beneficial  effect  in  the  future.  It  may 
seem  a  little  absurd  to  foreigners  and  other  travellers 
who  visit  the  citj  during  the  coming  weeks,  to  find 
an  elegant  new  band-stand  on  the  Common  and  be 
told  that  for  lack  of  an  appropriation  for  their  sup- 
port no  concerts  are  to  be  given  there  until  next 
season;  but  all  Americans  whose  education  has  in- 
cluded a  study  of   municipal   politics   will  readily 


appreciate  the  situation.  The  contradictory  ac- 
tion of  the  committee  having  in  charge  these 
conceits  is  quite  in  keeping  with  this  refusal  to 
provide  means  for  concerts  after  building  a  band- 
stand. Its  members  have  broken  down  the  customs 
of  former  years  and  done  much  to  show  their  deter- 
mination to  advance  the  standard  of  these  concerts. 
They  have  established  the  facts  that  Sunday  after- 
noon is  the  most  popular  time  for  these  entertain- 
ments; that  Boston  Common  is  the  best  place  for 
them;  that  the  city  of  Boston  can  _ave  the  services 
of  a  band  of  50  gooa  musicians  at  any  time  through- 
out the  summer  season,  and  that  Mr.  J.  B.  Claus  is 
is  the  man  above  all  others  who  is  competent  to  con- 
duct these  concerts  to  the  credit  of  the  city.  Having 
proven  this  last  fact  by  employing  the  services  of  this 
bandmaster  a  fortnight  ago,  the  committee  on  the 
following  day  voted  to  reduce  the  number  of  musi- 
cians employed  to  one-half  the  number  in  the  open- 
ng  programmes  and  give  the  remaining  concerts  to 
organizations  favored  by  individual  members  rather 
than  to  that  which  had,  on  the  preceding  day,  de- 
monstrated its  superiority  by  its  excellent  work.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  committee  is  satisfied  with 
the  result  of  its  labors." 

I  would  like  to  state  in  this  connection  that  the 
Sunday  Herald  has  been  taking  a  very  decided  course 
in  the  Sunday  concert  business,  and  I  think  has  some- 
times treated  the  committee  with  a  good  deal  of  un- 
fairness. In  the  early  part  of  the  season  $20)0  was 
appropriated  for  these  free  concerts.  The  appropri- 
ation originated  in  the  other  branch  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment. It  appears  there  was  a  wrangle  there  as  to 
the  committee  which  should  have  charge  of  the  fund. 
Some  parties  desired  a  special  committee,  but  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares. 
A  sub-committee  was  appointed,  of  which  I  hap- 
pened to  be  chairman.  The  Sunday  Herald  com- 
menced a  series  of  articles  showing  what  ought  to  be 
done.  New  York  was  held  up  as  a  fitting  example 
for  us  to  follow.  It  required  fifty  musicians  at  least 
to  be  in  accord  with  what  New  York  had  done  aud 
what  the  Sunday  Herald  said  Boston  should  do. 
With  some  difficulty  we  agreed  to  try  the  experi- 
ment of  giving  larger  concerts.  As  members 
are  aware,  we  had  a  little  difficulty  with  some  of  the 
bands  who  refused  to  play  for  the  price  fixed,  the 
committee  being  cramped  by  the  amount  of  money 
at  their  disposal.  Finally  we  went  ahead.  We  gave 
four  concerts  with  the  organizations  then  in  the  city 
most  prominent  for  occasions  of  this  kind.  We  gave 
them  "during  the  month  of  June  so  as  to  utilize  these 
bands,  because  they  left  the  cny  in  July.  After  the 
staudard  organizations  had  left  the  city  it  was  al- 
leged by  the  Herald  that  Mr.  J.  B.  Claus  could  fur- 
nish fifty  competent  musicians.  In  accordance  with 
the  suggestion  of  the  Boston  Herald  we  employed 
Mr.  Claus,  and  he  showed  that  he  could  furnish  fifty 
first-class  musicians.  The  reason  that  he  could  do  it 
is  that  he  is  a  celebrated  bandmaster  and  instructor 
of  various  organizations  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  and  by  calling  upon  them  he  can  furnish 
fifty,  sixty  or  seventy-five  pieces.  The  only  diffi- 
culty is  these  men  are  not  accustomed  to 
play  together  aud  require  rehearsals,  which  require 
money  as  well  a»  the  playing  does.  Having  satisfied 
the  Herald  that  Mr.  Claus  could  furnish  a  first-class 
concert  with  fifty  pieces  we  then  fell  back  upon  the 
amount  of  money  at  our  disposal  and  found  that  we 
could  give  four  concerts  with  twenty-five  pieces  each. 
Some  of  the  smaller  organizations  who  had  had  no 
opportunity  to  play  for  the  city,  were  here  and 
it  was  deemed  expedient  to  give  them  an  oppor- 
tunity, so  that  all  the  various  organizations,  as  far  as 
possible,  could  have  a  share  in  contributing  to  the 
enjoyment  of  fhe  citizens.  I  deny  that  there  has 
been  any  favoritism  to  individuals,  or  any  unfair- 
ness on  the  part  of  the  committee  in  any  respect. 
Finding  that  the  appropriation  was  exhausted, 
the  Committee  on  Common  prepared  an  order  ask- 
ing for  the  further  appropriation  of  $1000,  which 
was  offered  in  the  other  chamber  last  week.  There 
a  hostility  sprung  up  from  an  unexpected  source.  I 
th'nk  it  was  improper,  inconsiderate  and  unjust. 
Reflections  were  made  that  the  bandstand  had  not 
been  completed,  and  by  the  time  it  is  completed 
there  wi  1  oe  no  concerts  for  want  of  money.  In  ex- 
planation of  that  I  desire  to  say  that  the  bandstand 
originated  in  the  other  chamber,  and  not  through 
any  member  of  the  Committee  on  Music  or  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common.  We  are  not  responsible  for  the 
stand,  except  that  we  voted  our  share  of  the  appro- 
priation. The  City  Architect  promised  to  have  that 
stand  completed  on  the  fourth  of  July,  and  have  an 
open-air  concert  upon  it.  It  is  not  painted  yet,  al- 
though it  is  in  a  condition  for  concerts.  We  have 
sufficient  money  for  two  more  concerts  with  twenty- 
five  pieces  each.    About  that  time  I  think  the  band- 
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stand  will  be  in  a  perfect  condition.  It  will 
be  an  elegant  and  attractive  feature  of  the 
Common,  and  as  I  understand  will  be  arranged  suit- 
ably for  sitting  under  in  the  evening,  like  an  arbor. 
I  think  these  concerts  should  be  carried  on  two 
months  longer,  or  nearly  so,  and  as  there  seems  to  be 
a  reflection,  both  in  the  Council  and  the   public 

Erints,  as  to  the  character  of  the  committee  who 
ave  charge  of  them,  I  hope  another  committee  will 
be  selected,  as  the  order  calls  for,  and  that  this  board 
and  the  other  chamber  will  settle  the  difficult  ques- 
tions which  appear  to  arise  in  the  minds  of  some 
members  in  the  other  chamber.  One  of  the  points 
of  hostility  to  our  management  was,  that  we  have 
confined  our  concerts  to  the  Common.  Many  mem- 
bers in  the  other  chamber  desire  to  have  the  con- 
certs around  in  the  various  districts.  Some  of  them 
have  constituents  in  the  back  yards  that  they  wish 
to  provide  music  for.  Another  objection  is  that 
we  had  our  concerts  from  5  until  7  P.  M. 
Some  members  desire  night  concerts,  so  that  the  lab- 
oring men  can  have  an  opportunity  to  hear  them.  The 
committee  opposed  night  concerts  on  account  of  the 
difficulty  of  enforcing  order  and  decency  in  the 
crowd  that  gathers.  The  experience  of  other  years 
has  shown  that  hoodlums  and  half-grown  boys  have 
taken  advantage  of  the  nightfall  to  do  what  they 
would  not  do  with  the  light  of  day  upon  them.  I 
hope  the  board  will  pass  this  order  and  let  it  go  to 
the  other  chamber,  and  there  we  will  find  out  who 
arc  in  favor  of  contributing  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
mass  of  our'  people  who  cannot  get  out  of  the  city 
during  the  summer  months.  As  from  twenty  to  thirty 
thousand  people  have  gone  on  the  Common  to  hear  the 
music  every   Sunday,  I   think   the   concerts   have 


proved  popular,  and  it  is  as  little  as  we  can  do  to 
contribute  this  small  part  of  the  people's  money  to 
the  entettaintnent  of  that  class  of  our  population 
who  canuot  go  away  for  the  summer  season,  as  many 
of  our  more  favored  citizens  can  do. 

Aldermen  Curtis  and  Viles  desired  to  have  the  or- 
der laid  over  until  the  next  meeting. 

Alderman  Frost  raised  the  point  that  the  Common 
Council  could  not  consider  the  matter,  having 
already  refused  to  make  such  an  appropriation,  and 
Alderman  Halueman  replied  that  this  was  an  en- 
tirely different  order  from  the  one  rejected  by  the 
Council. 

The  chairman  suggested  that  action  should  be  tak 
en  to-day  if  at  all,  as  the  board  would  adjourn  fortwo 
weeks,  and  it  was  expected  that  the  Council  would 
adjourn  next  Thursday  for  the  summer  vaication. 

Alderman  Haldeman  said  he  had  offered  the  order 
at  the  request  of  some  gentlemen  connected  with  the 
other  branch  who  did  not  understand  the  question 
and  desired  another  chance  to  vote  upon  it. 

The  order  was  passed :  yeas  7,  nays  3. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Caldwell,  Haldeman,  Hersey, 
O'Brien,  Slade,  Tucker,  Woolley— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Curtis,  Frost,  Viles— 3. 

Absent— Aldermen  Whitten,  Breck — 2. 

The  Chairman  read  section  107,  page  838,  of  the 
Statutes  and  Ordinances,  1876,  to  show  that  such  an 
appropriation  required  the  affirmative  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  those  present  and  voting. 

The  Chairman  appointed  Aldermen  Haldeman  and 
Breck  on  said  committee.     Sent  down. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis,  and 
stood  adjourned  to  Monday,  August  8,  at  4  o'cVick, 
P.  M. 
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GSTY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

JULY    98,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.     Called  to 
order  by  Mr.  N.  M,  Morrison,  of  Ward  23,  the  senior 
member,  Mr.  Bailey,  the  President,  being  absent. 
ELECTION  OP  PRESIDENT  PBO  IBM. 

The  chair  announced  that  on  account  of  the  un- 
avoidable absence  of  the  President,  by  reason  of 
indisposition,  it  would  be  necessary  to  elecc  a  Presi- 
dent pro  tern.  Messrs.  Gove  of  Ward  1,  Devlin  of 
Ward  13  and  Pope  of  Ward  9  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  collect  and  connt  ballots. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 49 

Necessary  for  a  choice 25 

Charles  E.  Pratt  had 26 

M.  S.  Greenongh 14 

J  ohn  B.  Fitzpatrick 3 

W.F.  Wharton 2 

John  Doherty 1 

J.  M.  Gove 3 

Mr.  Pratt  was  elected,  and  took  the  chair. 
PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Treasury  Depart- 
ment of  the  supplementary  report  of  the  City  Treas- 
urer.   Concurred. 

Notice  of  a  report  of  leave  to  withdraw,  accepted 
by  the  Directors  of  the  East  Boston  Ferries,  on  the 
petition  of  Ann  Sullivan  lor  compensation  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  on  a  ferry  boat.  Placed  on 
Hie. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following 
petitions: 

(1.)  Of  Frederick  McLaughlin,  to  be  paid  for  per- 
sonal injuries  received  to  ttie  Normal  Schoolhouse. 

(2.)  Of  the  Atlantic  National  Bank,  to  be  paid  for 
damages  from  the  obstruction  oil  the  State-street 
sewer. 

(3.)  Of  Andrew  Spence,  to  be  paid  for  personal  in- 
juries occasioned  by  his  horse  taking  fright  at  a  steam 
roller. 

Severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  printing  of  500  additional  copies  of 
City  Doc.  118,  of  1880,  in  relation  to  the  Arnold 
Arboretum.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  repairs  and  alterations  on  the  wharves, 
oflal  sheds,  and  south  city  stables,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $6500. 

ivr.  Lauten,  of  Ward  14,  asked  if  this  had  been  be- 
fore any  committee. 

Mr.  Olapp,  of  Ward  14,  said  the  money  had  been 
appropriated,  and  this  was  merely  an  order  to  do  the 
work.  It  has  been  before  and  passed  uponbytbe 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  at  a  meeting  at 
which  be  was  not  present. 

The  order  was  passed  to  concurrence. 

Order  to  locate  the  ward-room  of  Ward  13  in  the 
first  story  of  Brainard's  building,  corner  of  D  and 
Silver  streets.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  report  on  the  expediency  of  leastag  Apple 
Island.    Passed  to  concurrence. 

Police  Helmets. 

Order  requesting  the  Police  Commissioners  to  re- 
scind General  Order  No.  27,  relating  to  police  officers 
wearing  helmets. 

Mi.  Mathews,  of  Ward  21,  offered  the  following 
as  a  substitute: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Council 
the  action  of  the  Police  Commissioners  in  issuing 
General  Order  No.  27,  requiring  the  members  of  the 
Police  Department  to  procure  helmets  is  inexpedi- 
ent at  this  time. 

Mr.  Devlin  oe  Ward  13—1  move  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  both  orders.  It  appears  to  me  that 
this  matter  of  the  management  of  tue  Police  Depart- 
ment properly  belongs  to  the  Police  Commissioners. 
We  have  appointed  them  for  that  special  purpose, 
and  l  do  not  think  the  City  Council  should  interfere 
with  their  special  business  any  more  than  I  should 
think  they  would  order  Mr.  Harris  to  buy  a  certain 
class  of  carts,  picks  or  shovels,  that  they  should  inter- 
fere in  the  least  with  the  Superintendent  of  Health. 
They  have  eiven  this  matter  a  special  study,  and  I 
think  we  ought  to  allow  them  to  go  on  with  their 
special  business. 


Mr.  Mathews— To  a  great  extent  I  believe  in  the 
sentiments  of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  spoken. 
But  I  believe  we  are  here  to  voice  the  sentiment  ot 
the  public,  and  I  believe  that  it  is  the  sentiment  of 
the  general  public  that  it  was  inexpedient  to  issue 
that  order.  But  I  believed  the  order  passed  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  was  altogether  too  strong.  We 
have  no  right  to  order  them,  as  was  proposed  by  the 
order  of  Alderman  Curtis.  But  we  have  a  right  to 
express  our  opinion  uoon  this  subject,  and  for  that 
reason  I  have  offered  the  substitute. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  think  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  order  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men would  be  a  proper  disposal  of  it.  As  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  13  has  said,  this  is  a  matter  which 
belongs  within  the  jurisdiction  of  another  branch  of 
the  government,  and  it  is  subject  upon  which  we 
have  no  official  information  as  a  body.  I  know  it  is 
pretty  hard  to  convince  an  Alderman— particularly 
in  his  first  year  of  service — that  he  doesn't  own  the 
entire  departments  of  the  city.  This  order  seems  to 
come  within  the  provision  of  the  law  which  provides 
that  the  discipline  of  the  police  force  shall  be  to  tbe 
hands  of  the  Commissioners,  and  without  some  better 
information  than  we  have  received,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve the  Council  ought  to  pronounce  an  opinion  in 
regard  to  any  act  of  the  Police  Commissioners. 
A  few  nights  ago  we  referred  to  a  special  committee 
a  matter  upon  which  we  differed  with  the  Police 
Commissioners.  If  we  were  to  pass  an  order  stating 
that  in  our  opinion  no  orator  second  to  Daniel  Web- 
ster should  wear  a  blue  coat  and  brass  buttons,  I 
think  the  Alderman  would  think  we  were  reflecting 
upon  that  body.  If  we  express  an  opinion  that  the 
police  ought  not  to  wear  helmets,  we  will  be  stepping 
asid^  from  the  line  of  our  duty.  I  hope  the  motion 
to  indefinitely  postpone  will  prevail. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  prevailed. 
Sent  up. 

SALARIES  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  Williams  called  up  the  special  assignment  for 
8  o'clock,  viz.: 

Orders  establishing  the  salaries  of  certain  city  offi- 
cers, etc.    (City  Doc.  No.  90.) 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Ward  11,  offered  as  a  substitute 
City  Document  106  with  certain  amendments  inwrhV 
ing,  which  be  said  were  simply  placing  the  salaries 
where  they  were  fixed  the  past  year.  There  had  been 
a  change  made  in  the  hiw  department,  and  no  altera- 
tion had  oeen  made  in  that  section  in  Doc.  106. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  inquired  why  Mr.  Wil- 
liams did  not  take  Doc.  94,  which  is  in  print  and  was 
prepared  for  this  purpose,  and  which  cave  the  salar- 
ies of  last  year.  The  Council  commenced  upon  it 
two  weeks  ago  and  read  two  sections.  He  moved  to 
amend  by  substituting  Doc.  94  for  the  amended  Doc. 
106  offered  by  Mr.  Williams. 

Mr.  Williams  thought  business  would  be  expedited 
by  taking  Doc.  106,  as  amended  by  him. 

Mr.  Whitmore  contended  that  the  taking  up  of 
Doc.  94  would  be  easier  for  the  members  to  nandle 
during  the  business  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Wharton  agreed  with  Mr.  Whitmore's  view. 

Mr.  Brown  said  they  had  ordered  the  document  to 
be  printed  by  the  Clerk  of  Committees,  and  he  de- 
sired to  have  it  to  work  upon  to-night  as  sent  in. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  the  document  was  prepared  by 
the  Clerk  of  Committees  by  the  order  of  the  Council, 
and  gives  the  salaries  established  by  the  Aldermen, 
in  the  form  of  an  ordinance  as  proposed  in  the  Coun- 
cil. The  object  of  that  course  was  to  have  something 
official. 

Mr.  Greenongh  of  Ward  9 — I  do  not  see  why  we 
should  take  up  either  of  those  documents.  I  shall 
vote  against  both  the  amendments.  I  would  prefer 
to  take  Document  106  as  the  basis  of  our  action  this 
evening.  If  the  gentlemen  from  Wards  11  and  12 
wish  to  amend  the  salaries  as  they  came  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  the  Council  can  tai.e  such  action 
as  it  sees  fit.  I  have  given  this  matter  considerable 
thought,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  sala- 
ries paid  at  present  by  the  City  Government,  are  low 
as  a  general  rule.  They  were  reduced  three  or  four 
years  ago,  at  the  time  labor  was  reduced  from  $1.75 
to  $1.50.  Labor  was  put  back  last  year  to  $1.75,  and 
I  think  the  salaries  of  the  intelligent  heads  of  the 
departments  can  be  very  well  raised  somewhat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Greenough,  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  moved  to  assign  to  9%  o'clock  this 
evening,  in  order  to  transact  the  regular  business. 
Lost; — 26  for,  28  against. 

Mr.  Hart,  of  Ward  IS,  hoped  they  would  go  right 
to  work  on  Document  106,  and  it  will  be  within  the 
province  of  any  gentleman  to  offer  amendments. 

Mr.  Whitmore  only  objected  to  taking  Document 
106  iu  its  form  as  amended  bv  Mr.  Williams,  which 
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they  had  not  all  in  print,  and  could  not  see  whether 
be  had  made  any  mistakes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Glove,  of  Ward  ',  the  rule  was 
suspended,  and  he  submitted  a  communication  from 
the  Clerk  of  Committees  formally  transmitting  City 
Document  100,  in  iccordance  with  an  order  of  the 
Council  passed  at  the  last  meeting.  It  was  au  ordi- 
nance establishing  salaries  as  fixed  by  the  Aldermen, 
but  in  the  form  of  Document  94. 

Air.  Gove  submitted  the  following  with  Document 
106: 

Office  of  the  Clebk  of  comsiittees,  i 
July  28,  1881.     f 
To  the  Hon.  the  Common  Council. 

Gentlemen,— In  compliance  with  your  order  of 
21st  inst.  I  have  prepared  and  herewith  submit  City 
Document  100,  18sl,  an  ordinance  containing  the 
salaries  of  city  officers  as  passed  bv  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  the  present  year,  together  with  a  schedule 
showing  the  salaries  now  paid  and  as  established  by 
said  board  and  the  increase  or  decrease  of  each. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

Wm.  H.  Lee,  Clerk  of  Committees. 

Mr.  Whitmore  withdrew  his  motion  to  substitute 
Doc.  94. 

Mr.  Williams  again  explained  his  changes  of  Doc. 
106. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  on  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Gove's  amendment  to  substitute  Doc.  106  was 
adopted,  and  the  amendment  as  amended  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  Willi  ms  called  tor  a  division  of  the  question, 
and  the  Chair  proceeded  to  read  Doc.  100,  section  by 
section,  pausing  at  the  end  of  each  section  for  amend- 
ment. The  sections  are  given  consecutively  as  acted 
upon : 

Au  Ordinance 
Establishing  Salaries  of  the  City  Officer'. 
Be  it  Ordained,  &c. 

Section  1.  The  salaries  of  the  foil  wing-named 
officers  shall  be  at  the  rale  per  annum  placed  against 
their  respective  names,  beginning  on  the  first  day  of 
April,  1881.  excepting  a?  otherwise  specified,  payable 
monthly,  subject  to  the  deduction  of  any  and  all  sums 
oue  from  such  persons  to  the  city;  an  1  all  officers  re- 
ceiving moneys  hi  their  official  capacity  shall  ac- 
count for  the  same: 

Adopted. 

Executive  Department 

Section  2.  Mayor,  as  fixed  by  the  convention  of  the 
City  Council  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  -November, 
1804,  live  thousand  dollais  per  ai  nuuj,  beginning 
with  the  first  Monday  of  January ;  and  he  shall  be 
allowed  the  use  of  a  hO'  se  and  vehicle,  at  the  expense 
of  the  city. 

Mayor's  Clerk,  two  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11  —  1  notice  that  in  this 
section  is  the  first  increase  of  the  salaries  over  those 
of  last  \ear.  Instead  of  $1800,  at  last  year,  the 
Mayoi  's  Clerk  has  $2000.  Individually  I  might  under 
certain  circumstances  be  in  favor  of  increasing  certain 
saianes,  hut  1  think  it  cannot  be  done  under  existing 
circumstances.  If  we  increase  the  salary  of  ore 
officer  it  is  said  that  we  must  increase  that  of 
another,  and  so  on  until  it  will  be  claimed  that  we 
must  increase  the  salaries  of  every  officer  on  the  list. 
For  that  reason  I  shall  vote  on  every  occasion  to 
keep  the  salaries  as  they  are.  1  do  not  think  the 
present  is  the  time  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
a  majority  of  the  officers  of  #ie  City  Government. 
The  city  has  been  well  served  for  many  years, 
while  the  officers  have  been  receiving  their  pres- 
ent salaries,  and  I  cannot  see  any  reason  why  we 
should  increase  those  salaries  this  year  any  more  than 
wc  did  last  year.  We  have  no  difficulty  in  getting, 
as  i.-  well  known,  good  men  to  fill  the  offices.  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  at  the  present  moment  I  think  all 
'he  city  officers  are  very  admirable  and  efficient.  I 
doubt  extremely  whether,  if  we  should  increase  the 
•alaries  of  those  officers,  we  should  get  any  better 
men  to  fill  the  positions.  For  those  reasons  I  shall 
vote  in  every  case  to  keep  the  salaries  exactly  as  they 
were  last  year. 

Mr.  Greenough—  The  gentleman  from  Ward  11.  if 
he  Bees  fit  to  do  so,  may  vote  against  any  city  officer 
having  1  > i ~  pay  rained,  because  he  therein  feels  that 
he  has  got  to  vote  to  have  every  gentleman's  pay 
raised.  Hut  I  do  not  see  why  we  should  do  injustice 
to  any  official  of  the  city.  It  he  is  not  getting  paid 
for  the  value  of  his  time,  why  should  he  not  be  paid 
the  value  of  it? 

.Mr.  Wharton  moved  that  the  salary  of  Mayor's 
Clerk  he  placed  at  $1800,  a-  last  year. 

Mr.  Greenough— If  there  are  gentlemen  on  this 
list  who  nave  been  admirable  servants  of  the  city, 
and  who  could  in  any  outside  business    obtain   more 


than  they  are  getting  here,  there  is  do  reason  that  I 
can  see  why  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  should 
decline  to  vote  them  the  value  of  their  time,  even  if 
he  is  not  willing  to  vote  for  an  increase  in  the  salary 
of  every  official.  I  do  not  think  the  position  he 
tikes  is  consistent  or  business-like.  I  think  that 
many  gentlemen  who  work  tor  the  city  are  of  great 
value  to  it.  Since  I  have  been  iu  the  city  govern- 
ment it  has  been  a  matter  of  astonishment  to 
me  that  the  City  of  Boston  could  get  men  to 
work  for  it  as  efficiently,  for  the  salaries  they 
receive,  when  compared  "wilh  the  salaries  paid 
outside  the  city  departments.  I  do  not  propose 
to  vote  for  all  the  salaries  as  they  have  come 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Some  have  been 
raised  more  than  we  are  called  upon  to  do.  I  am 
prepared  to  vote  for  a  general  raise  of  about  ten  per 
cent.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  11  asks  why  we 
should  pay  more  than  was  paid  last  year.  I  will 
tell  him:  in  1877  all  salaries  were  cut  down.  Since 
then  the  laboring  men  were  put  up,  and  have  asked 
to  be  put  up  this  year.  Last  year  the  City  of  Boston 
was  hard  up.  But  this  year  there  is  no  question  but 
that  the  citizens  feel  easier.  While  last  year  it 
might  have  been  prudent  to  act  with  the  strictest 
ecouomy  in  the  matter  or  salaries,  I  think  it  is  the  pol- 
icy of  the  city  to  pay  this  year  the  men  what  they  are 
worth.  I  will  not  urge  gentlemen  to  do  as  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  did,  but  I  think  a  raise  of  10  per  cent,  is 
nothing  more  than  fair.  1  hope  we  shall  join  with 
the  board  to  give  those  who  work  with  their  brains 
an  increase  of  about  IU  per  cent.  I  cannot  vote  upon 
this  que-tion  without  saying  what  I  feel  to  be  for 
the  interest  ot  the  city,  and  I  say  it  as  representing 
a  large  taxpaying  ward.  I  trust  the  Council  will 
not  act  in  the  parsimonious  spirit  exhibited  by  the 
gentleman  fi  om  Ward  11,  in  which  I  think  he  does 
not  represent  the  wishes  of  his  constituents. 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  16—1  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  11  has  hit  the  keynote.  There  is  no  ques- 
tion that  the  heads  of  departments  in  this  city  are 
well  paid.  Thej  tell  us  we  cannot  get  meu  to  till  the 
positions.  Why,  Mr.  Chair  an,  there  isn't  a  head  of 
a  department  in  City  Hall  who  would  stay  here  if  he 
could  get  more  elsewhere.  We  had  a  case  last  year, 
in  the  City  Engineer,  who  stepped  out  the  moment 
he  could  get  more  salary.  I  do  not  propose  to  vote 
for  any  increase  of  the  salary  of  a  single  individual 
to-night.  I  do  not  think  it  is  right.  I  no  not  think  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  City  Council  to  do  it;  the  times  do 
not  warrant  it.  I  hope  the  salaries  will  remain  ex- 
actly as  they  were  last  year. 

Mr.  Ford  of  Ward  17— I  would  like  to  inquire  if 
one  single  officer  has  any  idea  of  resigning  his  posi- 
tion if  his  salary  is  not  increased?  Is  there  one  who 
will  step  down  and  out?  Not  one.  And  if  one 
should,  his  place  could  be  filled  very  readily.  These 
positions  are  sought  after.  When  a  position  is  va- 
cant there  are  scores  clustering  around  for  it. 
They  do  not  ask  for  an  increase  of  salary.  They 
simply  ask  for  the  position  at  the  present  sal- 
ary. I  am  here  to  act  and  vote  for  the  interest 
of  mv  constituents  and  the  interest  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  I  do  not  consider  it  for  the  interest  of 
the  city  of  Boston  that  the  salaries  of  these  otticers 
shall  be  increased.  If  it  were  difficult  to  secure  the 
service  of  capable  and  trustworthy  men,  it  would 
be  a  horse  of  another  color.  But  to-day  we  can  se- 
cure the  service  of  efficient,  trustworthy  and  capable 
cen  for  the  present  salaries.  Therefore  as  one  mem- 
ber from  Ward  17  I  shall  not  vote  to  increase  the 
salary  of  a  single  officer  named  in  this  Document  106. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11 — I  agree  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9  that  the  men  who  are  worthy  of 
their  pay  should  be  paid  a  good  price.  I  think  Mr. 
Davis  would  have  heeu  a  valuable  man  to  the  city  at 
a  larger  salary  thin  he  received;  but  I  do  not  think 
this  increase  all  along  the  line  has  been  made  solely 
with  regard  to  the  efficiency  ot  the  officers.  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  gentleman  if  he  thinks  that  was  en- 
tirely the  case? 

Mr.  Greenough  of  'Yard  9 — I  think  there  ire  gen- 
tlemen in  this  City  Hall  who  earn  their  money  much 
better  than  other  gentlemen  do.  There  are  certain 
men  to  be  voted  for  to-night  for  whom  I  am  pre- 
pared to  vote  a  much  larger  increase  than  ten  per 
cent,  and  some  of  the  increases  I  shall  not  vote  tor. 
I  do  not  think  all  gentlemen  in  City  Hall  earn  their 
money  with  the  same  degree-of  ability. 

Mr.  Whitmore — Five  members  of  this  Council  have 
remained  quiet  while  we  have  entirely  iguored  their 
work.  I  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Salaries,  who 
reported  Doc.  50  last  April,  proposing  an  increase  of 
about  $12,000.  The  Aldermen  have  made  an  increase 
of  $24,500.  I  do  not  agree  wilh  all  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  committee,  but  think  a  few 
of  them  were  well  made.  Although  I  am  in 
favor    of    refusing    to   grant    this    increase,   which 
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was  mane  without  regard  to  the  service  per- 
formed, there  is  one  thing  we  can  remeinher.  If 
a  man  is  getting-  §5(10,  and  we  give  him  $100  more, 
that  means  something  to  him.  But  when  an  officer 
is  getting  s'DOOO,  and  we  propose  to  give  him  $500 
more,  that  may  be  an  ill-timed  liberality.  Any  in- 
crease we  might  prudently  make  might  amount  io 
about  $5000.  But  there  are  one  or  two  items  in  the 
report  of  the  Salary  Committee  which  are  small 
amounts  added  on  to  small  salaries.  But  I  do  not 
think  such  sweeping  changes  should  be  made  be- 
cause there  are  inequalities  on  the  whole  list.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  inconsistent  to  add  $100  to  a  small  sal- 
ary and  refuse  to  add  eleven  hundred  dollars  to  one 
of  $3400.  An  increase  of  these  large  salaries,  means 
additional  luxuries;  an  increase  of  a  small  salary 
means  everything.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  not  be  too 
sweepiug  in  what  they  propose  to  assent  to.  We 
want  to  be  economical,  and  at  the  same  time  just. 

The  amendment  to  make  the  Mayor's  Clerk's  salary 
$1800  was  adopted  and  the  section  adopted  as 
amended. 

City  Clerk's  Department. 

Section  3.  City  Clerk,  five  thousand  dollars.  As- 
sistant City  Clerk,  two  thousand  dollars.  The  City 
Clerk  shall  be  allowed  a  sum  not  exceeding  ten 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  his  other 
assistant  clerks  during  the  salary  year,  in  monthly 
instalments,  through  the  office  of  Auditor  of 
Accounts,  on  a  pay-roll  certified  to  by  the  City 
Clerk. 

Mr.  Gove  moved  to  strike  out  $5000  and  insert 
$4000,  and  to  strike  out  $2000  for  the  Assistant  City 
Clerk  and  insert  $1800. 

Mr.  (jreeuough  moved  to  substitute  $4500  for  the 
City  Clerk's  salary. 

Mr.  Wharton — For  the  reasons  already  stated,  I 
hope  we  shall  pay  the  City  Clerk  the  same  salary  he 
has  received,  and  under  which  lie  has  given  the  city 
such  efficient  service. 

Mr.  Lanten,  of  Ward  14,  inquired  if  the  City  Clerk 
had  asked  to  have  his  salary  raised,  and  Mr.  Wbavton 
replied  that  when  the  City  Clerk  gets  up  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  says  distinctly  he  dees  not 
want  an  increase  of  salary  we  are  well  informed  how 
the  City  Clerk  feels. 

Mr.  Ford— It  is  quite  sufficient  when  the  City  Clerk 
says  he  does  iio„  desire  an  increase  of  salary.  We 
do  not  wish  to  thrust  upon  him  that  which  he  does 
not  desire,  and  throw  away  the  money  of  the  tax- 
payers. 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5- As  long  as  the  City  Clerk 
does  not  wish  $5000  I  think  the  salary  of  the  Assis- 
tant City  Clerk  should  lie  $2000,  for  a  young  man 
who  does  the  work  he  does. 

Mr.  Greenough — I  made  the  motion  in  accordance 
with  my  desire  to  have  an  increase  of  ten  per  cent., 
in  order  to  see  whether  the  Council  are  inclined  to 
compromise  between  the  salaries  fixed  "last  year  and 
the  increase  made  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  If 
the  City  Clerk's  mind  is  made  up  that  he  desires  no 
increase  I  shall  withdraw  the  amendment,  although 
I  think  no  gentleman  employed  in  the  city  govern- 
ment earns  more  than  Mr.  McC  eary. 

Mr.  Huntress,  of  Ward  11,  inquired  concerning  the 
increase  of  $1092  in  the  item  of  clerk  hire,  ano:  Mr. 
Wharton  said  he  could  see  no  more  reason  for  in- 
creasing that  sum  than  for  increasing  any  other. 
No  more  clerk  hire  is  needed  for  the  transaction  of 
the  business  of  the  city  government  than  was  needed 
last  year. 

Air.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  understood  the  City 
Clerk  said  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  that  he  had 
paid  money  out  of  his  own  pocket  to  pay  for  clerk 
hire.  It  that  is  the  case,  the  amount  ought  to  be  in- 
creased. 

Mr.  Means— It  has  been  a  fact  that  for  some  years 
the  mortgages  have  been  entered  under  A,  B  and  C, 
helter-skelter,  as  they  came  in,  and  there  wis  no 
classified  index.  A  lawyer  had  to  spend  three  or 
four  hours  to  find  a  mortgage,  whereas  if  there  bad 
been  a  proper  index  he  could  find  it  in  five  minutes. 
I  asked  the  City  Clerk  about  it,  and  found  that  he 
proposed  to  put  on  an  index  for  1880,  and  desired  an 
additional  clerk.  I  am  very  sorry  he  did  not  ask  for 
it  sooner,  as  it  would  have  saved  me  a  good  many 
hours'  time.  I  should  go  for  an  increase  of  the  clerk 
hire,  because  it  means  another  clerk,  and  not  an  in- 
crease of  the  salaries  of  the  clerks.  But  I  should 
like  to  see  the  order  amended  so  that  no  balances 
should  be  divided  up  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  should  like  to  know  what  the 
gentleman  means  by  that. 

Mr.  Means— In  that  section  are  the  following 
words : 

"The  City  Clerk  shall  be  allowed  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing $10,500,  to  be  paid  to  bis  other  assistant  clerks 
during  the  salary  year." 


Mr.  Greenough— I  referred  to  dividing  up  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Means— I  would  refer  to  my  friend  from  Ward 
21. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  presumed  the  gentleman  re- 
ferred to  something  of  that  kind,  and  I  wanted  the 
facts  stated  as  tney  are. 

Mr.  Smith  uesired  an  explanation  of  Air.  Green- 
ough's  remarks,  and  the  latter  was  about  to  give  it 
when  he  was  called  to  order  by  Air.  Fitzpatriek,  of 
Ward  8,  and  the  Chair  ruled  that  debate  must  be 
confiLed  to  the  question  of  fixing  the  clerk  hire  of 
the  City  Clerk. 

Mr.  Briuibecornb  of  Ward  18  —  The  City  clerk 
asked  the  Committee  on  Salaries  for  this  increase. 
He  likewise  offered  to  take  off  two  hundred  dollars 
from  his  own  salary  for  an  increase  of  his  Assistant 
Clerk. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13— The  Assistant  City  Clerk 
is  a  very  good  man,  and  tne  Mayor's  Clerk  is  also  an 
efficient  officer.  But  I  feel  that  there  should  be  no 
change  from  last  year's  salary.  I  shall  vote  all 
along  the  line  against  any  increase. 

Mr.  Greenough  withdrew  his  amendment.  $4500. 

The  amendments  to  make  the  City  Clerk's  salary 
$4000  and  the  Assistant  Clerk's  $1800,  were  adopted. 

The  section  was  adopted  as  amended. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  propose  to  offer  a  section  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  the  geutleman  from  Ward  20  in  regard 
to  the  balances  of  clerk  hire.  I  will  read  it  for  the 
iuformation  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore  read  an  amendment  providing  that 
the  appropriations  tor  clerk  hire  for  the  several  de- 
partments shall  be  apportioned  upon  the  basis  of 
1880-81,  as  set  forth  iu  City  Doc.  67,  and  any  balances 
not  apportioned  by  reason  of  failure  to  employ  extra 
clerks  shall  remain  unexpended. 

Air.  Whitmore  said  the  amendment  was  offered  in 
consequence  of  the  debate  which  had  taken  place 
upon  the  subject. 

The  Chair  said  the  amendment  was  not  strictly  in 
order,  but  would  be  entertained  if  there  was  no  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18— Before  we  adopt  tbat  order 
we  should  have  a  little  more  information  from  the 
heads  of  the  departments.  They  hire  clerks  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  at  one  price,  and  at  the  middle 
of  the  year  they  may  be  worth  more.  This  bugbear 
that  an  amount  of  money  has  been  livided  up  at  the 
end  of  the  year  is  simply  sheer  nonsense  for  this  body 
to  consider.  If  the  clerks  saw  fit  to  work  over  hours 
and  the  amount  was  due  them,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Auditor,  or  whoever  had  charge  of  it,  they  had  a 
right  to  divide  it.  I  do  not  think  there  has  been  a  sin- 
gle wrong  thing  done  about  this  matter,  and  it  lias  only 
been  brought  about  by  this  discussion  on  the  Audi- 
tor's Depart  nent.  I  guess,— I  won't  say  what  I 
wanted  to,  but  we  all  think  it. 

Air.  Aleaus— I  wouldask  the  gentleman  from  ,,ard 
18  if  the  amount  enters  into  the  matter  at  all.  If  it 
be  a  paltry  matter,  any  head  of  a  department  has  a 
right  to  come  in  and  get  an  appropriation. 

Air.  Wheeler  raised  the  point  that  Air.  Aleans  was 
not  speaking  to  the  question,  and  the  Chair  ruled  the 
point  well  taken. 

Mr.  Aleans  moved  to  reconsider  the  adoption  of  the 
section  as  amended,  in  order  that  an  amendment  like 
the  one  read  by  Air.  Whitmore  could  be  mai*e.  He 
then  said:  I  want  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
18  whether,  when  the  City  Council  have  granted  the 
head  of  a  department  mouey  to  pay  clerks  upon  a  cer- 
tain basis  which  he  has  furnished  them  with,  he  is  not 
in  honor  hound  to  live  up  to  that  basis,  and  pav  the 
money  out  according  to  the  list  he  passea  in.  Are  we 
not  entitled  to  know  when  the  salaries  of  the  differ- 
ent clerks  are  to  be  raised.  If  the  clerk  hire  is  to  be 
$10,700  we  have  a  right  to  know  how  the  salaries  are 
made  up.  If  he  came  in  here  with  a  list,  and  we  vo- 
ted him  $10,700,  and  in  realitv  he  paid  them  only 
$lo,400  and  divided  the  balance,  I  say  the  idea  is 
wrong,  just  as  much  as  if  it  is  $3000— as  if  it  were 
$300,o0o.  The  remarks  about  clerks  working  over- 
hours  apply  just  as  well  to  the  heads  of  departments 
and  higher-salaried  officers.  The  salaries  should  be 
fixed  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  con- 
tinue until  the  end  of  the  year.  I  know  nothing 
about  any  division  of  balances  except  what  has  been 
stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21.  I  believe 
tbat  statemeut  is  true,  and  that  it  should  be  regulated 
so  there  will  be  no  trouble  hereafter. 

Air.  Williams,  of  Ward  11,  thought  the  considera- 
tion of  »he  details  of  the  clerks'  salaries  was  rather  a 
petty  business  for  the  Council.  The  ^officers  in 
charge  of  the  departments  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
arrange  their  clerks  in  accordance  with  the  amouut 
of  work  to  be  done.  He  opposed  the  reconsidera- 
tion. 

Air.  Wharton,  of  Ward  11,  opposed  the  reconsider- 
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tion,  tli in k i uy  they  should  not  dictate  to  the  heads  of 
departments  as  to  how  much  clerk?  Bhould  be  paid. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  this  was  the  first  case  where 
clerk  hire  was  provided  for,  and  desired  the  amend- 
ment to  cover  all  such  eases.  He  read  from  page  of 
the  ordinances  providing  that  a  clerk  or  other  offi- 
cer, in  case  of  necessity, may  be  required  by  the  head 
of  a  department  to  perform  services  out  of  the 
usual  office  hours  without  extra  compensation.  As 
Akloiiuan  O'Brien  had  Said,  the  Auditor  had 
audited  every  department  except  his  own,  and  his 
were  the  only  accounts  which  went  without  auditing, 
unless  it  was  the  City  Clerk.  What  nonsense  it  is 
to  talk  about  giving  a  head  of  a  department  $300 
more  when  he  has  relatives  in  his  department,  and 
with  a  large  extra  amount  on  Ihe  schedule  he  can 
pay  to  his  own  family  twice  what  the  Citv  Council 
give  him  for  that  purpose.  We  vote  this  money  upon 
information,  and  il  is  right  that  it  should  he  spent 
according  to  that  information.  If  it  any  time  the 
head  of  a  department  desires  a  chai  ge  from  last 
year's  salary  li.-t  he  can  come  in  and  explain  it.  We 
do  not  let  committees  of  this  body  do  differently.  If 
they  set  money  for  one  purpose  they  cannot  spend  it 
for  another,  and  have  to  come  up  here  and  ask  that 
money  appropriated  for  trees  be  transferred  to  be 
used  for  a  band  stand. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17— The  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  may  be  proper  to  pass  as  Sec- 
tion 29,  but  not  proper  to  force  it  as  an  amendment 
to  Section  3.  It  is  general  in  itB  application  and 
should  b"  applied  in  that  waj.  It  should  be  passed 
upon  after  we  have  adopted  the  other  section. 

-Mi .  Williams  said  the  object  of  ti:e  ordinance  was 
that  the  work  should  be  done  in  cases  of  necessity, 
such  as  a  fire,  a  break  in  the  water  works,  &c.  But 
the  spirit  of  the  ordinance  is  not  to  try  to  get  as 
many  hours  out  of  a  clerk  as  you  can. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  prevailed,  and  Mr.  Whit- 
more  offered  his  amendment  as  an  amendment  to 
Section  3. 

The  Chair  ruled  that  it  should  be  changed  to  apply 
to  the  City  Clerk's  Department,  being  general  in  its 
present  form. 

Mr.  Whitinore  made  the  necessary  change  in  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Wharton  thought  such  an  amendment  should 
not  be  added  to  the  section,  but  should  be  a  separate 
section,  applying  to  all  departments  alike. 

Mr.  Whitmore  only  desired  to  have  the  question 
acted  upon  by  the  Council,  now  that  it  had  been 
raised,  and  if  it  was  not  adopted  in  a  general  form, 
he  should  offer  a  similar  one  to  several  remaining 
sections. 

Mr.  Hart  thought  the  City  Clerk  and  other  heads 
of  departments  should  have  a  little  leeway,  as  they 
were  able  to  decide  upon  such  matters  better  than 
the  City  Count  il  could. 

Mr.  Rosnosky,  of  Ward  16,  asked  Mr.  Hart  if  he 
would  increase  the  salaries  of  his  bank  clerks,  with- 
out asking  his  directors,  and  Mr.  Hart  replied  that 
he  should,  and  he  had  never  done  anything  that  had 
not  been  sustained. 

Mr.  Whituiore's  amendment  was  adopted,  34  for, 
16  Igainst. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wliarton,  the  amendment  last 
adopted  was  changed  to  its  original  form,  so  as  to 
apply  to  all  the  departments,  and  was  made  Section 
29  of  the  original  ordinance. 

Section  3  as  amended  was  then  adopted.  Mr. 
Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration.    Lost. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  moved  to  substitute  Document  94  for 
the  remainder  of  Document  100  after  Section  4. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  said  he  did  it  to  save  time,  as  it  was 
understood  the  Council  would  not  increase  salaries. 

Hi.  Gove  and  Mr.  Hart  thought  they  should  pro- 
ceed as  they  had  Im /gun,  and  any  one  would  have  the 
privilege  of  making  amendments.  Mr.  Whitmore 
agreed  with  the  last  i wo  speakers;  the  evening  was 
cool  and  they  had  better  make  up  their  minds  to  get 
thrcngo  with  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended to  allow  him  to  introduce  the  following  or- 
der: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  directed  to 
provide  a  reasonable  luncn  in  the  ante-room  at 
eleven  o'clock. 

Tflfijorder  was  passed, under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  W-ard  23,  thought  they  had  better 
take  the  money  and  place  it  to  the  credit  of  the  AS' 
sistant  Chy  Clerk. 

deration  of  Mr.  Rosnosky' e  amendment  to 
siib.-titute  Document  94  for  the  remaining  sections  of 
Document  106  was  resumed,  and,  after  a  short  dis- 
r-ussion,  Mr.  Ko-nosky  withdrew  the  motion. 

oj  ii"  i  ommon  C&wncU. 
Section.    4.  clerk   of    the   Common   Council,  two 


thousand  dollars,  and  lie  shall  be  allowed  for  clerk- 
hire  the  sum  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars, 
to  be  paid,  in  monthly  ins  alments,  through  the  office 
of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  on  a  pay-roll  certified  to 
by  said  clerk. 

Mr.  Costello  of  Ward  22— The  Clerk  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  has  been  in  the  employ  o£  the  City 
Government  for  37  years,  and  all  that  he  is  getting 
tc-rlav  is  the  paltry  sum  of  §1800,  and  yet  he  occupies 
one  of  the  most  laborious  and  dignified  positions  in 
the  city  government.  There  are  many  ordinary 
clerks  in  the  building  who  receive  as  much  as  he 
does  who  have  not  the  labor  nor  the  responsibility 
that  he  has.  I  believe  that  if  any  other  man  held 
this  position  you  would  be  paying  §3000  for  that  ollice 
to-day;  but  his  mild,  humble  and  unassuming  dispo- 
sition forbids  a  word  of  complaint,  and  for  that  rea- 
son I  for  one  will  make  an  effort  to  do  him  justice. 
When  you  compare  his  salary  with  others  you  must 
admit  that  he  is  underpaid  for  the  work  that  he  is 
doing. 

Mr.  Hart— The  gentleman  has  expressed  my  senti- 
ments exactly.  I  hope  we  will  adopt  that  section  as 
it  is. 

Mr.  Wharton— For  the  sake  of  principle  I  shall 
im  ve  to  amend  section  4  by  making  the  salary  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  Common  Council  $1800,  and  the  Assistant 
Clerk  $1200.  Nobody  appreciates  more  than  do  I  the 
careful,  efficient  way  in  which  the  Clerk  and  Assistant 
Clerk  perform  their  duty.  But  I  am  not  voting  against 
any  particular  person.  I  am  contending  for  a  prin- 
ciple. Loth  as  I  am  to  bring  those  gentlemen  w.thin 
the  principle,  I  think  I  am  bound  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Maguire  opposed  the  amendment,  and  it  was 
rejected,  18  for,  28  against. 

Section  4  was  adopted.  Mr.  Co.-tello  moved  a  re- 
consideration.   Lost. 

Clerk  of  Committees. 

Section  5.  Clerk  of  Committees,  three  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

Assistant  Clerk,  one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  strike  out  $3500,  and  in- 
sert $3000,  thinking  the  Clerk  of  Committee  as  hard 
working  as  any  of  the  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Emery  moved  to  further  amend  by  making 
the  salary  $2750  as  at  present. 

Mr.  Brimbecom  opposed  the  amendment.  If  any 
one  is  entitled  to  a  rise  it  is  the  Clerk  of  Commit- 
tees. 

Mr.  Swan  opposed  Mr.  Emery's  amendment.  The 
Clerk  o£,  Committees  is  obliged  to  work  overtime, 
and  $3500  would  not  be  too  much. 

Mr.  Emery  explained  that  he  believed  there  should 
be  no  increase  of  salary,  and  he  simply  desired  (hat 
the  salary  should  remain  as  last  year. 

Mr.  Whituiore's  amendment,  $3000,  was  adopted — 
36  tor,  20  against. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitinore  the  salary  of  the  As- 
tant  Clerk  of  Committees  was  fixed  at  $1500. 

The  section  was  adopted  as  amended. 

Messenger  of  the  City  Council, 
i  Section  6.  Messenger    of    the    City   Council,    two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

First  Assistant  Messenger,  one  thousand  dollars. 

Second  Assistant  Messenger,  six  hundred  dollars. 

Third  Assistant  Messenger,  six  hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  Clapp,  of  Ward  24,  moved  to  make  the  'f'hiid 
Assistant's  salary  $500  in  place  of  $600,  saying  that 
the  officer  had  been  employed  but  three  or  four 
months,  while  the  Second  Assistant  had  beeu  there 
nearly  three  years,  and  there  should  be  some  differ- 
ence between  the  salaries.    Re.  e^ted. 

Mr.  Clapp  then  move!  that  the  salary  of  the 
Second  Assistant  be  fixed  at  $700.  The  amendment 
was  adopted,  and  the  section  was  adopted  as 
amended. 

Financial  Department. 

Section  7.  City  Treasurer,  beginning  on  the  first 
day  of  June,  1881,  six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars, 
and  he  shall  be  allowed  the  further  suui  of  one 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  for  services  as  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  on  the 
Sinking  Fuuds.  He  shall  also  be  allowed  a  sum  not 
exceeding  seventeen  thousand  four  hundred  dollars, 
to  be  paid  to  his  regular  clerks  during  the  salary 
year,  in  monthly  instalments,  through  the  office  of 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  on  a  pay-roll  certified  to  by 
said  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16 — I  move  to  strike  out 
$6500  and  insert  $4000.  When  I  made  the  motion 
that  City  Documeut  94  be  substituted,  I  thought 
some  salaries  would  he  changed,  and  this  is  one  of 
them.  I  have  taken  no  part  in  the  question  this 
evening,  nor  did  1  at  ihe  time  of  the  election.  I 
claim  that  my  amendment  giving  him  $4000  as  Citv 
Treasurer  and  $1000   as   Treasurer   of    the    Sinking 
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Funds  ought  to  pass.  Some  gentlemen  this  evening 
staled  that  the  salary  ot  the  laboring  men  was  raised 
a  year  ago.  1  did  not  care  to  answer  it  at  the  time. 
The  City  of  Boston  did  not  raise  the  pay  of  labor. 
Labor  received  higher  pay  outside,  and  the  city 
was  compelled  to  pay  $1.75  a  day.  But  here 
we  have  iot  a  gentleman  elected  to  a  position 
that  no  doubt  would  not  have  taken  it  unless 
his  salary  was  to  be  such  and  such.  I  claim  that 
we  should  fix  his  salary.  I  have  listeued  to 
the  discussion  of  this  question,  and  have  heard  it 
said  rhat  the  City  Government  should  have  nothing 
to  do  with  fixing  his  salary,  but  that  the  Treasurer 
hiuiselt  ought  to  lix  it.  I  say  it  is  time  for  us  to  fix 
it.  I  claim  that  now  we  shall  tix  such  a  salary  as  ne 
could  not  get  in  any  similar  position. 

Mr.  Williams— I  move  to  amend  by  making  the 
sum  $5000.  I  have  been  very  sorry  to  vote  against 
rnising  the  salaries  of  some  ocheers  who  I  think  de- 
serve more  than  they  get.  If  the  Salary  bill  had 
come  to  us  in  its  oroinary  form,  with  some  of  the  de- 
serving ones  picked  out,  I  shouiu  have  been  very 
glad  to  vote  for  them.  1  do  not  believe  in  this  gen- 
eral and  indiscriminate  rise,  and  shall  feel  compelled 
to  stick  to  the  salaries  of  last  year. 

Mr.  Devlin — Does  the  gentleman  mean  that  $5000 
shall  be  full  compensation  for  ail  his  services,  or  will 
he  receive  $1000  tax  something  else? 

Mr.  Williams—  I  understand  the  present  salary  of 
the  City  Treasurer  is  $5000.  I  made  the  amendment 
to  fix  it  at  $5000  for  that  reason. 

Mr.  Whituiore  read  an  amendment,  applicable  to 
the  salaries  of  the  Treasurer  and  Auditor,  providing 
that  the  salaries  hxed  -'shall  be  in  full  of  all  pay  for 
services  rendered  to  the  City  of  Boston  or  the 
County  of  Suffolk  in  any  capacity.  Should  said 
officer's  receive  directly  or  indirectly  any  money 
from  vhe  County  of  Suffolk  for  services,  the  above- 
named  salaries  shall  be  decreased  by  an  equivalent 
amount." 

Mr.  Whituiore — Now  I  propose  to  strike  out  the 
provision  that  he  be  allowed  a  further  sum  of  $1000 
as  Treasurer  of  the  Commissioner?  on  the  Sinking 
Fuud<.  I  shalf  make  the  same  proposition  on  the 
salary  of  the  Auditor  when  we  come  to  it.  i  want 
the  Treasurer  and  Auditor  paid  whatever  is  right 
and  proper.  I  want  the  Cily  of  Boston  to  have  all 
their  services,  and  all  their  time,  and  pay  them  good 
salaries.  Bat  as  for  letting  them  draw  money  direct- 
ly or  indirectly  from  the  County  o£  Suffolk,  I  do  not 
believe  in  it.  We  want  to  know  what  their  salaries 
aie,  ano.  to  pay  it  in  one  sum.  I  do  not  be^eve  the 
City  Treasurer  ought  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
the  Sinking  Funds.  There  is  ai  order,  which  1  had 
the  honor  of  presenting  before  the  Coinuiiuee  on 
Ordinances,  to  consider  whether  we  do  not  want  to 
put  our  Sinking  Funds  .  n  the  same  basis  that 
they  are  in  other  cities  and  towns,  in  the  hands 
of  persons  not  in  the  City  Hall,  so  that  the  bank 
accounts  of  the  Sinking  Funds  and  the  Treasurer 
should  be  separate.  It  is  perlectly  well  under- 
stood that  whatever  duties  have  been  performed  by 
the  City  Treasurer  as  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking 
Funds  are  a  mere  tarce  for  the  service  for  which  he 
has  been  paid.  When  we  pay  him  five  or  six  thou- 
sand dollars,  we  want  him  to  attend  to  the  business 
of  the  City  ofjBoston.  We  should  pay  him  as  much 
as  is  paid  the  average  bank  president,  and  we  don't 
want  to  pay  him  anything  more.  Nobody  would 
think  of  making  him  treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Funds 
if  it  was  not  an  indirect  way  of  increasing  his  salary. 
I  taKe  it  for  granted  that  after  we  have  elected  our 
Treasurer  and  Auditor  we  have  got  the  best  men  we 
can,  and  that  we  are  to  pay  them  what  they  are 
worth.  As  one  of  the  minority,  when  we  have  elect- 
ed our  man,  I  am  content  to  say  that  he  is  the 
best  man  for  the  place.  I  prop'ose  to  pay  him 
just  as  much  as  I  would  have  voted  to  pay  my  best 
friend.  But  it  is  right  to  have  no  complications 
about  it.  Let  us  pay  him  as  Treasurei  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  and  the  other  man  as  Auditor.  Let  us 
have  all  their  services  and  pay  them  in  round  sums. 
Nobody  would  think  that  he  would  take  the  position 
ot  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Funds  if  he  was  not  sure 
of  being  paid  for  it.  But  when  we  have  hired  him 
at  a  large  salary,  let  us  have  him  attend  to  his  duty 
as  Treasurer,  and  nothing  else.  I  hope  we  shall 
stnke  out  the  provision  for  a  salary  for  the  Treasurer 
of  the  City  as  'treasurer,  of  tue  Sinking  Funds,  and 
fix  his  salary  in  a  gross  sum.  I  have  no  idea  that  it  is 
necessary  to  pay  a  cent  for  the  purpose  of  getting  a 
Treasurer  for  the  Sinking  Fends.  I  have  no  doubt  any 
bank  would  be  glad  to  take  it  lor  the  sake  of  having 
the  money  on  deposit.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
words  ''allowing  him  further  compensation  for  his 
services  as  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Fund." 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Ward  11,  called  attention  to  the 
statute  on   page  306,   Stat,  and  Ord.  1876,  providing 


that  the  Treasurer  and  Secretary  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  Commissioners  shall  receive  such  compensa- 
tion as  shall  be  fixed  by  the  city  or  town.  He  asked 
the  legal  members  whether  they  could  fix  a  gross 
sum  in  complying  with  the  law.  They  are  directed 
to  pay  such  sum  as  shall  be  fixed  by  the  city  or  town. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  do  not  pretend  to  answer  for  the 
lawyers,  but  will  ask  them  whether  one  dollar  would 
not  comply  with  the  law  as  well  as  $1000?  It  is  not 
necessary  to  put  into  this  bill  any  provision  for  the 
salarv  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Fund;  it  would 
con,e  under  a  different  order.  Until  we  have  re- 
ceived notice  of  an  election  of  a  Treasurer  ot  the 
Sinking  Funds,  we  are  not  obliged  to  fix  his  salary. 
Bur.  I  should  be  glad  to  put  into  the  bill  a  separate 
item  providing  for  the  salary  ot  the  Treasurer  and 
Secretary  of  the  SinkingFund.  Butthepoint  I  make 
is  that  the  two  treasurerships  should  not  be  held  by 
one  person.  It  is  a  bad  system.  It  the  Treasurer  of 
the  city  is  worth  only  $6000,  then  we  are  taking  away 
one-sixth  of  his  value  by  allowing  him  to  be  Treas- 
urer of  the  Sinking  Fund.  We  are  paying  an  officer 
in  two  different  capacities,  whereas  one  ought  to  be 
sufficient. 

Mr.  Wharton — I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  that  we  should  make  no  provision  binding 
the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  to  appoint  such 
and  such  a  person  as  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking 
Funds.  The  Commissioners  themselves  decide  thaTt 
question  for  themselves  under  Hie  existing  ordi- 
nances and  statutes.  We  should  pay  tne  City 
Treasurer  a  fixed  sum.  If  the  Sinking  Fund  Com- 
missioners choose  to  elect  aim  as  their  treasurer  it 
is  nothing  to  us.  We  will  give  him  so  much  for  his 
duties  as  Treasurer  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Huntress,  or  Ward  11,  read  the  section  of  the 
statute  provioing  that  if  a  City  or  Town  Treasurer  is 
elected  freasuier  of  the  SinkingFund,  .lis  bonds  as 
City  or  Town  Treasurer  shall  be  held  to  answer  for 
any  deficiencies  while  acting  as  Treasurer  of  the 
SinkingFund;  but  if  any  other  person  is  chosen  he 
shall  give  bonds.  The  only  thing  the  city  is  to  do  is 
to  nx  bis  compensation. 

Mr.  Hart — It  is  a  iact  that  the  Sinking  Fund  Com- 
missioner- have  elected  Mi'.  Turner  as  their  Treas- 
urer, and  by  the  statute  we  shall  pay  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Sinking  Funds  such  a  salary  as  In  our  judg- 
ment is  best,  I  do  not  think  the  amendment  ought 
to  prevail  uuless  we  put  in  another  section  fixing  a 
salary  for  that  place.  I  do  not  think  auy  gentleman 
here  wants  our  Treasurer  to  work  for  $4000.  He 
gives  a  bond  of  $150,000,  which  cannot  be  got  in 
the  market  for  less  than  one  per  cent,  on  the 
bond,  which  is  $1500  a  year.  That  is  some- 
thing he  would  have  to  pay  if  his  friends  did  not 
come  up  and  sign  that  bond  for  him.  It  is  worth 
just  as  much  as  if  be  had  to  go  to  the  institution,  and 
get  bonds.  If  we  had  had  bonds  from  an  institution, 
we  should  not  have  had  the  present  trouble,  for  it 
would  have  paid;  but  individuals  do  not.  Where  do 
you  find  a  man  controlling  so  much  money  as  this 
Treasurer,  receiving  a  salary  of  $5000?  No  matter 
who  we  ought  to  have  there,  we  ought  to  have  a 
proper  man  worth  $6500.  He  ought  to  nave  at  least 
$1000  for  the  Sinking  Fund.  He  lias  a  million  and  a 
half  dollars  which  he  can  draw  upon,  and  carries 
$14,000,000  in  the  Sinking  Fund.  Where  will  you 
find  a  man  outside  of  our  Treasury  who  would  think 
of  taking  that  office  for  $1000?  It  is  an  office  you  could 
not  place  in  any  bank  in  Boston  for  any  such  sum 
as  my  friend  from  Ward  12  says.  We  only 
receive  two  and  a  half  per  cent.interest  for  ourfunas 
in  the  Merchants'  Bank,  and  we  get  every  cent  it  is 
worth.  No  bank  would  accept  it  unless  paid  for.  If 
you  elect  a  man  ou'side  the  Cllj  Treasury  1  will 
guarantee  that  no  man  able  to  give  the  bond  will  ac- 
cept the  position  for  less  than  $5000.  Where  is  the 
man  that  you  would  want  to  handle  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton's money  on  a  sala-y  of  $1000?  AVe  have  elected 
as  Treasurer  a  man  employed  by  the  City  of  Boston 
for  20  years,  going  from  one  step  ;o  another  until  he 
sits  in  bur  financial  chair.  He  is  the  guardian  of  our 
money.  I  trust  this  Council  are  willing  to  vote  ltfui 
a  fair  and  liberal  salary.  As  for  taking  the  Sinking 
Funds  entirely  out  of  tue  hands  of  the  city,  I  don't 
know  but  I  should  agree  with  my  friend 
from  Ward  12.  But  he  has  been  elected  Treasurer 
of  that  fund,  and  is  entitled  to  a  fair  and 
reasonable  compensation.  What  is  a  fair  and 
reasonable  compensation?  When  this  matter 
of  the  Treasury  came  up,  I  said  to  a  gentleman  who 
was  in  this  Council  last  year,  "Doyouwantauy  place 
in  City  Hall?"  He  said:  "No,  I  don't,  and  I  will  tell 
you  why:  Because  there  is  nota  salary  in  City  Halloa 
large  as  I  have,  and  I  give  no  bond."  Now,whatsball 
we  say?  Do  we  want  to  take  a  second-iaie  man  lor 
Treasurer?  We  certainly  do  not.  Sou  have  shown 
it  by  your  votes;  you  have  elected  the  best  man 
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offerer!  to  you.  Let  us  give  bin)  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation; not  generous  but  a  decent  one.  If  he  is 
not  worth  $0500  for  the  services  which  he  will  ren- 
der, he  ought  not  to  be  in  that  chair.  The  little  City 
of  Cambridge  nays  $3000  to  her  treasurer,  and  $300 
for  his  services  as  trea-nrer  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
Commissioners.  If  we  paid  in  the  same  ratio 
our  Treasurer's  salary  would  be  something 
like  $16,1)00  to  $18,000.  If  it  was  within  my 
province  to  select  a  man  for  treasurer  for  a  pri- 
vate corporation,  nothing  less  than  $10,000  would 
ever  be  suggested  as  the  salary  required  for  a  man 
to  represent  it  as  our  Treasurer  does  this  city.  I 
hope  you  will  treat  this  matter  fairly  and  pass  this 
section  just  as  i  came  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. T  think  it  is  right,  and  that  in  the  end  every 
one  of  you  will  agree  with  me  tliat  it  is  the  right 
thing  to  do.  We  should  never  have  such  a  question 
as  that  in  any  way,  shape  or  manner.  We  should 
<av,  >.o  have  got  the  man,  it  is  a  fair  and  reasonable 
price,  let  us  pay  it. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1— I  believe  in  paying  a  man 
what  his  services  are  worth,  no  more,  no  less.  I  do 
not  think  we  have  come  here  to  do  anything  differ- 
ent. I  do  not  believe  in  being  generous,  if  you  de- 
fine the  word  as  it  is  ordinarily  defined,  because  that 
does  not  mean  doing  the  thing  squarely.  I  mean 
doing  just  on  the  square,  as  it  ought  to  be  done. 
It  seems  to  me  the  amount  we  ought  to  pay  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  City  of  Bostoo,  and  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Sinking  Funds,  is  Ave  thousand  dollars  a  year.  I 
think  that  is  what  he  ought  to  have,  and  no  more. 
That  has  been  the  rate  lorthe  last  two  or  three  years. 
Several  City  Councils  have  considered  that  to  be  the 
proper  sum,  and  that  was  the  sum  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  18  voted  to  pay  last  vear.  That  is  the 
sum  I  hope  this  Council  will  vote  to  pay.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  18  says  we  cannot  go  into  the 
market  and  get  a  man  to  take  this  position  tor  that 
amount  of  money.  If  I  am  correctly  informed  the 
Sub-Treasurer,  Mr  Kennard,  gets  $4500.  He  is  re- 
sponsible for  all  moneys  coming  into  his  hands  at  the 
Sub-Treasury,  is  liable  for  all  the  doings  of  his  clerks, 
and  at  times  holds  as  high  as  twenty  millions  in 
the  vaults,  in  bills  and  com.  In  every  department 
of  the  United  States  government,  the  salaries  are 
paid  in  just  the  san  e  way.  No  man  under  the  gov- 
ernment, in  a  similar  position,  has  ever  been  paid 
such  a  salary  as  tne  Board  of  Aldermen  recommend. 
Go  down  to  the  Custom  House.  There  are  men 
handling  twice  as  much  money  every  year,  yes  three 
times  as  much  as  our  City  Treasurer  will  possibly 
handle,  ana  they  do  not  get  over  $3500  a  year.  Go 
all  through  the  nusiness  concerns  and  you  will  fiud 
the  same  ratio  of  salaries  paid.  The  only  time  when 
they  pay  a  larger  salary  is  when  the  treasurer  of  a 
corporation  has  friends  or  relatives  who  own  suf- 
ficient Btork  to  carry  it.  You  will  always  find  that 
to  be  the  case  where  a  man  has  sufficient  stock, a  few 
more  shares  than  a  majority,  he  will  have  11  rattling 
good  salary;  and  when  he  is  dependent  upon  people 
who  have  to  make  money  for  themselves,  or  who 
represent  trust  funds,  if  they  have  not  a  majority 
of  the  stock,  you  will  find  that  the  treasurer  is 
paid  a  reasonable  compensation  for  his  services. 
Now,  we  are  proposing  to  pin  $22,400  for  that  de- 
partment. It  is  not  the  five  thousand  alone.  He 
employs  what  clerks  be  sees  fit,  requires  them  to  give 
such  bonds  as  he  directs,  and  can  refuse  or  accept 
them  as  he  sees  fit.  We  have  nothing  to  say  about 
that:  but  that  amount  of  monev  is  placed  in  his 
hand-  to  do  wi'h  as  his  judgment  dictates  in  the  em- 
ployment of  good  or  jpoor  men.  I  submit  that  where 
we  pay  over  $20,000  for  tbat  deoartinent,  we  are  pay- 
ing sufficient, — more  than  is  "paid  by  tne  United 
States  government,  one  of  the  mostgenerous  govern- 
ments on  the  face  of  the  earth  in  the  payment  of  its 
officers.  I  hope  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21—1  hope  that  five  thousand 
dollars  will  he  paid  to  Mr.  Turner.  So  far  as  my 
observation  goes  there  is  an  intelligent  public  senti- 
ment against  tbls  general  rise  of  salaries,  ami  I  am 
glad  to  see  the  same  feeling  pr'-vaiis  in  this  body. 
There  is  also  a  feeling  thai  these  salaries  have  been 
running  along  smoothly  for  a  good  while,  and  that  a 
defalcation  in  the  Treasury  Department  should  not 
be  a  reason  for  so  radical  a  change.  There  in  also  a 
feeling  that  a  disturbance  in  that  department  has 
been  taken  advantage  of  to  create  a  magnificent  posi- 
tion for  a  certain  individual,  and  that  can  be  readily 
believed  from  the  fact  that  this  order  confirms  it  by 
its  date,  June  1,  whereas  the  regular  bill  govern- 
ing all  the  regular  salaries  is  dated  Apiil  1. 
There  is  also  a  feeling  that  this  is  au  at- 
tempt to  fatten  upon  the  misfortunes  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  that  it  is  special  legislation  in 
the  interest  of  an  individual.    Let  us  not  forget  that 


the  late  Treasurer  was  an  officer  in  this  department 
for  the  last  30  years;  that  he  grew  up  in  it  from  boy 
to  man,  and  from  Clerk  to  Treasurer,  and  through 
all  that  long  term  of  years  he  has  been  held  in  the 
highest  esteem  by  the  City  Government.  In  fact,  he 
has  been  regarded  as  of  the  first  rank,  a  faithful, 
honest  and  intelligent  officer.  As  an  evidence  of 
that  fact  we  have  the  loose  manner  in  which  we  ex- 
amined his  accounts  annually,  taking  it  for  granted 
that  they  were  all  right.  Although  he  held  the  po- 
sition for  six  years,  no  effort  was  made  to  increase 
his  salary.  On  the  other  baud,  it  was  reduced.  Yet 
the  responsibility  during  those  •  ix  years  was  just 
as  great  as  it  is  bow  or  will  ever  be  for  some  years 
to  come.  Now,  sir,  on  the  otht  r  hand,  I  am  informed 
that  this  new  Treasurer  has  a  reputation  for  inviting 
microscopic  views  of  his  own  importance  and  the 
magnitude  of  the  office  wnich  he  holds.  I  know 
that  ten  years  prior  to  his  election  as  Auditor, 
the  salary  of  that  officer  remained  unchanged. 
In  1864,  when  he  assumed  the  post  ion,  the 
salary  was  50  per  cent,  less  than  the  Treas- 
urer's. From  that  moment  the  salary  com- 
menced to  grow;i  n  sixyears  it  had  caught  up  with 
the  Treasurer,  and  now  it  exceeds  it  by  $800.  This 
is  one  of  the  methods  he  takes  to  increase  his  salary: 
In  1879  the  General  Court  by  statute  law  enacted 
that  the  Citv  Auditor  should  audit  the  county  ac- 
counts, and  that  he  should  be  paid  a  salary  not  ex- 
ceeding $800.  Now,  sir,  before  the  County  Commis- 
sioners had  an  opportunity  to  act  upon  that  matter, 
as  thoy  had  a  right  to  do,  he  appropriated  the 
maximum  amount  to  himself,  without  one  shadow  of 
authority,  as  your  corporation  counsel  has  de- 
cided within  a  week.  Then,  sir,  the  moment 
he  appears  upon  the  scene  as  a  candidate  for 
Treasurer,  the  office  of  Auditor  is  pressed  into 
the  back  ground,  and  we  see  the  office  of  Treas- 
urer aim  st  doubled  in  importance,  and  we  are 
asked  to  pay  this  man  $7500.  I  expected  it  would  be 
more.  I  say  the  asking  of  that  salary  is  an  insult  to 
the  City  Council,  and  to  every  bead  of  a  department 
in  Cily  Hall.  To  say  that  this  man's  services  are 
worth  twice  as  much'as  those  of  any  other  head  of  a 
department,  is  an  insult  upon  its  face.  I  venture  to 
say  that  ncbedy  believes  it.  When  wc  elected  this 
gentleman  some  time  ago,  it  was  understood  that  he 
was  to  accept  five  thousand  dollars.  If  his  friends 
had  insisted  upon  Dressing  a  larger  salary  at  that 
time,  I  venture  to  say  that  he  could  not  have  been 
elected.  We  were  told  by  his  friends  that  the  stories 
of  his  asking  eight  or  nine  thousand  dollars 
were  false;  yet  the  moment  he  is  elected  this 
claim  is  renewed.  I  should  like  to  know 
where  your  consistency  would  be  in  in  pay- 
ing this  man  $7500,  and  then  asking  men  of 
marked  ability,  like  your  City  Engineer,  City 
Surveyor,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Asses  or*, 
Superintendent  of  Mreets,  City  Clerk,  Col- 
lector, and  Clerk  of  Committees,  and  many  others 
I  might  name,  to  accept  salaries  ringing  from 
$2500  to  $4500.  This  is  not  the  only  important  de- 
partment in  this  cily.  There  are  many  departments 
where  a  high  order  of  talent,  as  well  as  iutegritv,  is 
necessary  to  protect  the  city,  and  where  blunders  are 
liable  to  entail  more  loss  than  peculations  from  the 
treasury.  Yet  we  do  not  pay  those  officers 
more  than  $5000.  The  office  of  City  Treasurer  is 
about  on  a  par  with  a  cashier  of  a  hank.    Tbe  only  ini- 

Eortaut  requisite  is  the  ability  to  furnish  the  necessary 
ond.  I  say  this  advance  is  without  precedent.  No 
one  would  have  thought  of  this  increase  had  it  not 
been  for  that  uuforlunate defalcation  last  year.  X  w, 
sir,  we  are  expected  to  remedy  the  evil  and  strength- 
en the  honesty  of  our  cashier  by  an  increase  of 
salary.  Suppose  that  on  account  of  drinking  00 
much  lemonade  hi  the  ante-room  one  member  of  this 
Council  should  be  stricken  with  cholera,  and  oue  ot 
us  should  move  to  apply  a  mustard  plaster  to  the 
President  to  cure  it,  that  man  would  be  set  down  as 
a  lunatic.  Yet  that  is  the  case  exactly.  We  are 
asked  to  pay  the  Treasurer  $2500  to  cure  a  case  of 
dishonesty  in  that  department.  The  remedy  we 
should  employ  is  a  competent  expert,  who,  together 
with  the  Auditor,  should  examine  the  Treasurer's 
accounts  often.  The  failure  to  do  this  has  caused  all 
our  trouble.  Then  aeain  the  bond  of  the  Cashier 
should  be  increased  to  $50,000,  and  be  payable  direct 
to  the  city.  Then  you  would  make  men  feel  that 
when  they  attempted  to  peculate,  discovery  was  sure 
and  swift  to  follow.  Two  or  three  times  we  have 
had  au  order  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  labor- 
ers, and  have  very  properly  rejected  it  on 
the  ground  that  labor  should  be  paid  its  mar- 
ket value.  I  say  we  could  just  as  consistently 
have  increased  the  pay  of  every  laborer  50  per 
cent  as  to  increase  the  pay  of  this  officer.  All  those 
factors  that  go  to  make  up  the  different  departments 
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of  trade  and  business  are  regulated  by  the  law  ot 
supply  and  demand,  and  the  particular  kind  of  taleut 
that  makes  a  man  a  safe  custodian  of  funds  has  a 
market  value,  just  as  much  as  labrr  and  material  of 
any  kind.  You  rind  this  kind  of  talent  in  our  banks 
anil  other  moneyed  institutions.  If  you  go  there  for 
information  you  will  find  that  the  average  salaries  of 
cashiers  and  tellers  are  about  $30. i0;  and  they  handle 
more  money  every  year  than  is  handled  by  our  Treas- 
urer. Ouly  the  other  day  one  of  our  bank  presidents 
told  me  that  when  he  was  teller  in  a  certain  bank  in 
Boston,  he.  handled  en  an  average  seven  millions  of 
dollars  a  week  during  the  busy  season ;  and  yet  his  sal- 
ar\  was  less  than  $3000.  It  may  be  saia  that  large 
bonds  are  required  of  this  gentleman.  Thegeutleman 
from  Ward  18  gave  that  as  a  sufficient  reason  for  in- 
creasing the  salary.  Those  bonds  are  no  larger  than 
they  have  been  for  years.  Nobody  thought  of  in- 
creasing Mr.  Dennie's  salary  on  that  account.  The 
gentleman  says  you  cannot  rind  a  man  who  furnishes 
a  bond  of  this  amount  who  is  not  paid  more  than 
$ 5000.  I  propose  to  show  a  good  many  before  I  get 
through.  There  are  many  men  required  to  furnish 
larger  bonds  and  get  less  than  $5000.  The  Cashier 
of  the  Custom  House  gives  a  bond  of  $75,000  on  a 
salary  of  $3000,  and  he  handles  21  millions  of  dollars 
a  year— almost  double  what  our  City  Treasurer  han- 
dles. There  is  your  own  City  Collector.  It  is  a  de- 
partment of  very  great  detail.  When  the  two  de- 
partments were  divided  it  was  suggested  by 
the  committee  that  they  were  split  directly 
in  the  middle,  and  tnere  was  just  about 
as  much  responsibility  in  one  as  in  the 
other.  I  contend  there  is  more  risk  in  the  Col- 
lector's Department  than  in  the  Treasurer's.  He 
has  17  Deputy  Collectors,  who  have  a  right  to  hold 
their  money  24  hours.  It  is  impossible  for  him  to 
tell  any  night  how  much  they  have  in  hand.  The 
City  Treasurer  can  count  his  cash  every  night.  You 
pay  your  City  Collector  but  $4000.  Then,  sir,  there 
is  the  United  States  Treasurer  in  Boston,  ;<n  office  to 
which  I  want  to  call  your  attention  particularly,  al- 
though I  don't  propose  to  go  into  very  great  details. 
One  of  the  Aldermen  said  this  office  was  not  of  much 
importance,  and  that  a  great  deal  of  the  money  was 
paid  in  blocks,  which  showed  that  gentleman's  igno- 
rance of  the  subject.  The  United  States  Assisiant 
Treasurer  does  for  the  General  Government  in  New 
England  what  our  City  Collector  and  Treasurer  do  to- 
gether for  the  City  of  Boston  and  the  County  of 
Suffolk,  and  very  much  more  besides.  The  mon- 
eys from  all  the  postoffices  in  New  England 
come  to  him  and  he  receipts  tor  them.  The  receipts 
at  the  Custom  House  are  paid  to  him.  In  fact  all  the 
government  moneys  in  this  part  of  the  country  are 
turned  into  that  Treasurer's  hands,  and  his  receipt  is 
given.  Besides  that  he  pays  the  interest  on  the  reg- 
istered bonds.  He  gives  certificates  of  deposit  and 
cenducts  a  large  banking  institution  He  exchanges 
silver,  nickel  and  copper  for  current  money,  takes 
your  mutilated  bills  and  gives  you  good  money.  He 
pays  the  drafts  from  the  naval  department.  The 
pensions  for  the  soldiers  are  paid  in  checks  on  bim 
in  sums  as  low  as  six  dollars  and  upwards.  This 
item  alone  amounts  to  about  as  much  as  the  whole 
business  of  our  City  Treasurer.  Besides  that,  the 
employees  in  the  Custom  House  are  paid  by  check 
on  him,  and  they  go  there  to  draw  their  moDey.  The 
Assistant  Treasurer  is  an  important  man,  and  one 
of  our  distioguishea  public  officers  says  that  the  city 
office  of  City  Treasurer  is  insignificant,  when  com- 
pared with  that  of  Assistant  United  States  Treasurer. 
Until  this  year  that  gentleman  was  paid  $4500,  and 
his  bond  is  $250,000.  I  don't  believe  anybody  can 
call  the  present  incumbent  a  second-rate  man,  and 
yet  it  took  the  united  effort  of  the  whole  New  Eng- 
land delegation  in  Congress  to  get  his  |.av  up  to 
$5000,  where  it  stands  to-day.  The  Postmaster  of 
Boston  has  a  salary  of  $4000, and  gives  a  bond  of  $200,- 
000.  There  are  two  men  who  furnish  larger  bonds 
than  our  City  Treasurer,  and  do  not  get  over  $5000. 
Now,  sir,  1  want  to  show  you  what  the  different 
cities  pay  their  Treasurers. 

[The  hour  for  lunch  having  arrived,  Mr.  Smith 
gave  way,  and  a  recess  of  twenty  minutes  was  taken, 
after  which  business  was  resumed.l 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21—1  want  to  reiterate  the 
statement  that  the  salary  of  the  Postmaster  of  Bos- 
ton is  $4000,  and  his  bond  $200,000;  the  salary  of  the 
Assistant  United  States  Treasurer  is  $5000,  and  his 
bond  $250,000.  The  City  of  Brooklyn  is  almost 
double  the  S'ze  of  Boston,  and  pays  its  Treasurer 
$4000.  Chicago  has  500,000  inhabitants  and  Boston 
has  about  362,000, 1  think.  Chicago  pays  its  Treas- 
urer $2400.  St.  Louis  is  just  about  the  size  of  Bos- 
ton, pays  its  Treasurer  $4000,  and  demands  of  him 
bonds  to  the  amount  of  $500,000.  If  anybody  doubts 
that  statement  I  have  it  here  in  the  handwriting  of 


its  Comptroller.  Baltimore  is  very  nearly  the  size  of 
Boston,  and  pa\s  its  Treasurer  $3000.  Cincinnati 
pays  its  Treasurer  $3000.  San  Francisco,  notorious 
for  high  salaries,  pays  $4000.  So  I  might  go  on 
through  all  the  cities  in  this  country.  Nowhere 
in  this  State  or  country  can  1  find  a  pre- 
cedent for  more  than  $5000.  To  be  sure  a  few  indi- 
viduals receive  magnificent  salaries,  but  they  belong 
to  a  class*  of  producers  who  either  have  large  capi- 
tal or  great  business  talent,  or  both,  and  they  bring 
large  profits  to  the  concerns  which  they  represent. 
But  in  the  class  of  non-producers,  of  which  our  City 
Treasurer  is  one,  there  is  not  an  instance  in  this 
country  where  five  thousand  dollars  is  paid  for  an 
equal  amount  of  responsibility.  There  is  another 
thing  we  must  bear  in  mind.  When  the  offices  of 
Treasurer  and  Collector  were  divided,  the  salarv  of 
one  was  fixed  at  $5000,  and  the  other  at  $4000.  1 
asked  the  committee  of  1875  why  they  made  that 
difference.  The  reply  was  that  Gen.  Sberwin  was  a 
new  man  just  coming  in,  and  they  gave  him  a  thou- 
sand dollars  less  just  to  try  him.  I  say  the  same  prin- 
ciple applies  here.  The  gentleman  elected  Treasurer 
is  a  new  man,  without  any  experience  in  that  depart- 
ment. We  should  try  him  before  voting  him  a  high 
salary.  It  he  comes  but  remarkable  as  a  City  Treas- 
urer, perhaps  it  would  be  wise  on  the  part"!'  the 
City  Government  to  increase  his  salary.  But  cer- 
tainly there  has  been  nothing  in  the  developments  of 
the  last  few  weeks  to  lead  us  to  suppose  that  he  has 
any  peculiar  qualifications  for  trie  office.  Now,  sir, 
in  closing,  I  want  to  disclaim  any  intention  of  having 
any  bitterness  or  hostility  towards  Mr.  Turner  I  am 
simply  acting  as  a  public  man,  and  am  making  these 
charges— if  they  can  be  called  charges— against  him 
as  a  public  man.  I  have  nothing  to  say  against  him 
personally  He  ha=  placed  himself  in  this  position, 
and  I  believe,  as  I  have  said,  that  this  is  an 
attempt  at  special  legislation  for  a  new  man.  I 
move  to  amend  by  changing  the  words  $6500  to  $4300, 
and  $1000  to  $700,  and  also  changing  the  date 
from  June  1  to  April  1,  so  that  it  shall  read 
that  "The  salary  of  the  CityTreasurerfortheyear be- 
ginning April  1  shall  be  $4300,  and  he  shall  be  al- 
lowed $700  for  his  services  as  Treasurer  of  the  Sink- 
ing Funds." 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23 — 1  am  going  to  detiin  the 
Council  but  a  few  minutes,  but  I  think  it  is  due  to 
the  Nominating  Committee  on  City  Treasurer  that  I 
should  say  a  few  words.  I  i»sk  the  Council  to  go  from 
San  Francisco  by  way  of  Chicago  and  the  Boston 
Custom  House  and  Sub-Treasury,  with  the  Commit- 
tee into  the  City  Treasurer's  office,  where  they  went 
at  the  proper  time  to  take  this  matter  into 
consideration.  I  ask  the  Council  to  look  upon 
that  office,  and  see  that  worthy  and  long- 
serving  Treasurer  sitting  there,  as  good  and 
honest  a  man  as  ever  sat  in  any  treasurer's 
chair,  in  the  minds  of  the  committee.  But  we 
found  the  office  in  such  a  condition  that  we  could 
not  nominate  Mr.  Dennie.  There  had  been  a  loss  *.o 
the  city  of  $89,000  by  the  Woodward  defalcation, 
the  city  had  asked  Mr.  Dennie  to  pay  that  amount 
and  he  had  refused.  Consequently  the  committee 
could  not  see  their  way  clear  to  renominate  Mr. 
Dennie.  Their  next  dutv  was  to  find  a  candidate  for 
City  Treasurer  who  would  be  respected  by  the  peo- 
ple, by  the  taxpayers,  oy  the  City  Council  and  the 
pre9s."  The  committee  carefully  and  judiciously 
scanned  the  field  for  such  a  man.  Several  good  men 
came  to  the  eyes  of  the  committee,  but  on  the  whole 
Mr.  Alfred  T.  Turner  seemed  to  be  the  most  appro- 
priate man  to  be  elected  the  new  City  Treasurer  ot 
Boston.  The  department  was  in  such  a  condition 
that  it  seemed  to  the  committee  that  it  must 
be  reorganized,  and  it  required  the  best  talent  and 
most  experienced  man  we  could  bring  before  you. 
We  brought  Mr.  Turner  and  be  was  elected.  When 
the  committee  consulted  Mr.  Turner  as  to  his  will- 
ingness to  take  the  position  he  said  that  he  was  re- 
ceiving a  salary  of  $5400  where  he  was.  and  it  was 
no  object  to  him  to  change  position  for  the  same  sal- 
ary. '  The  committee  talked  that,  matter  over.  I 
talked  with  many  persons  who  pay  taxes,  and  I  have 
heard  more  citizeus  of  Boston  "say  that  the  salary 
ought  to  be  ten  thousand  dollars  than  I  have  heard 
say  it  should  be  five  thousand.  The  committee  did 
go  to  the  Committee  on  Salaries  and  ask  them 
to  recommend  that  the  salary  be  $7500.  We 
did  not  do  this  officially,  because  we  had  no 
right  to,  and  nothing"  to  do  with  salaries, 
but  after  securing  so  valuable  a  man  we  thought 
that  the  office  demanded  that  salary.  He  has  to  give 
a  large  bond  and  his  duties  are  very  arduous;  he "has 
to  be  responsible  tor  the  paymasters,  who  have  to 
take  large  sums  of  money  in  their  hands  and  go  to 
different  districts  to  pay  the  employees  of  the  oitj. 
and  he  and  his  bondsmen  are  responsible.    He  has 
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been  elected.  I  stand  here  representing  my  constit- 
uents and  taxpayers  in  everv  ward  in  Boston.  I 
think  I  know  my  duty,  and  have  a  right  to  my  opin- 
ion. I  oelieve  I  represent  seven-eighths  of  the 
people  who  pay  tuxes  in  saying  that  $75(10  would  be 
a  fair  salarv  for  that  office.  I  am  not  talking  about 
Alfred  T.  Turner,  but  the  Treasurer  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  That  is  where  our  attention  should  be 
directed,  and  not  to  Mr.  Turner.  We  should 
look  at  the  office  of  Treasurer,  and  comparisons 
with  the  Custom  Hou6e,  Sub-Treasury,  Califor- 
nia anl  Chicago  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
case.  We  should  attend  to  our  own  treasurership 
and  leave  all  the  others  alone,  and  make  the  salary 
what  we  believe  to  be  right.  I  believe  the  Al- 
dermen have  fixed  tliat  salary  just  about  right,  and  I 
shall  vote  for  that  amount. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10 — I  wish  to  say  a  few 
words  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21,  who 
stated  thai  Mr.  Turner  took  $800  without  authority. 
Whether  he  aid  or  not  I  will  not  pretend  to  s-y,  but 
I  will  give  the  letter  of  Mr.  Healy,  under  the  author- 
ity of  which  he  drew  his  salary  as  Auditor  of  the 
County  of  Suffolk: 

"Boston,  June  18,  1880. 
A.  T.  Tomer,  Esq.,  Auditor,  etc. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  communication  en- 
quiring whether  you  are  entitled  to  compensation 
for  services  rendeied  under  the  provisions  of  Chap- 
ter 256  of  the  Acts  of  1879,  in  addition  to  the  salary 
provided  for  the  Auditor  by  the  municipal  salary 
order,  I  have  to  say  that  the  same  question  was  pro- 
posed to  me  by'the  Treasurer  before  you  made  the 
enquiry,  and  I  answered  him  as  follows:  'My  opin- 
ion is  that  the  duties  imposed  upon  the  Auditor  by 
Chapter  256  of  the  Acts  of  the  year  1879,  and  the 
compensation  therein  provided  for  the  discharge  of 
those  duties,  are  matters  not  within  municipal  eou- 
trol  or  regulation,  and  that  the  Auditor  is  entitled 
to  the  compensation  provided  by  that  statute,  he 
does  not  act  for  the  city  of  Boston,  and  is  pot  respon- 
sible to  it  for  bis  action.' 

Very  respectfully, 
(Signed)  J.  P.  Healy." 

I  understand  that  his  drawing  the  salary  was  un- 
der the  misapprehension  that  the  letter  from  the 
City  Solicitor  put  it  in  that  light  as  authorizing  him 
to  draw  it.  I  think  any  member  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment receiving  a  letter  of  that  kind,  would  have  drawn 
thesalary.  But  it  happened  the  question  was  notasked 
whether  he  should  draw  the  salary  without  its  being 
fixed  by  the  County  Commissioners,  and  that  caused 
the  misunderstanding.  Mr.  Turner  drew  his  salary 
in  perfect  goud  faith.  If  be  had  no  right  to  do  so,  it 
was  from  a  misunderstanding.  I  do  not  think  any 
member  of  the  City  Government  would  accuse  him 
of  doing  it  unlawfully,  knowingly. 

Mr.  Greenough — The  gentleman  from  Ward  10  has 
answered  the  only  soecific  allegation  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  21.  Certainly  anybody  who 
received  such  a  deiphic  oracular  letter  irom  Mr. 
Healy  would  have  felt  justified  in  drawing  the  salary. 
I  felt  grieved  at  the  remarks  of  the  gent  eman  from 
Ward  21,  and  do  not  desire  to  sit  here  without  de- 
fending Mr.  Turner  from  the  slurs  cast  upon  him. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  21  is  passing  his  first  year 
in  the  Council.  If  he  had  been  here  longer  and 
known  Mr.  Turner,  he  would  not  have  talked  about 
him  in  the  tone  that  he  has.  I  had  the  honor  of  serv- 
ing upon  the  Committee  on  Accounts  last  year,  and  I 
defy  any  gentleman  to  be  brought  in  contact  with 
Mr.  Turner  without  being  impressed  in  a  profound 
manner  with  that  gentleman.  As  lor  saving 
that  Mr.  Turner  has  not  acted  in  a  straight- 
forward manner,  1  don't  believe  it.  I  am  proud 
to  consider  myself  a  friend  of  Mr.  Turner,  and 
I  do  not  believe  he  h<8  acted  in  this  matter 
in  anv  way,  shape  or  manner  that  the 
most  honorable  man  in  this  Council  would  not 
have  done.  I  will  not  listen  to  slurs  upon  his  char- 
acter without  resenting  them.  I  wish  to  crll  attcn- 
tion  to  the  fact  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  is 
the  only  business  man  who  has  spoken  upon  ihe 
question  of  the  salary  of  the  Treasurer.  The  gentle- 
men from  Wards  1  and  11  are  lawyers.  The  chief  ob- 
jections to  raising  salaries  have  come  from  profes- 
sional men.  I  venture  to  say  that  the  gentlemen 
from  Wards  18  and  23  voice  the  sentiments  of  the 
business  men  Of  the  community  in  this  matter  much 
better  than  those  who  have  spoken  against  it.  The 
gentlemen  from  Ward  11  iive  in  a  community 
which  is  filled  with  business  men.  I  defy  the 
gentlemen  from  Ward  11  to  go  among  their  con- 
stituents, the  men  handling  large  interests  down 
town,  and  ask  them  what  they  think  the  salary  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  City  of  Bo  ton  should  be,  and 
then  come  here  and  say  it  should  be  five  thousand 


dollars.  I  went  into  the  office  of  a  business  man  the 
other  day,  one  who  is  a  heavy  taxpayer,  and  has  a 
large  interest  in  the  city,  and  asked  him  what  he 
thought  the  salary  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  City  of 
Boston  should  be,  and  he  said,  without  a  moment's 
hesitation,  $10,000.  As  for  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
1  saying  that  the  treasurers  of  corporations  receive 
Urge  salaries  simply  because  their  friends  or  family 
own  a  majority  of  the  stock,!  say  it  is  not  true,  so 
tar  as  I  know  anything  about  it.  The  large  cor- 
porations pay  anywhere  from  $10,000  to  $15,000 
for  a  good  treasurer.  They  go  round  to  find 
them.  1  venture  to  say  that  Mr.  Turner  could 
find  no  difficulty  in  getting  more  than  $5000  out- 
side of  City  Hall,  with  his  reputation.  It  is  a  penny- 
wise-and-pound-foolish  policy  to  pay  city  officers  less 
than  they  are  worth.  I  suppose  it  is  not  necessary 
to  try  to  convince  this  Council,  but  I  say  the  gentle- 
men from  Wards  18  and  23  have  voiced  the  senti- 
ments of  the  business  community.  I  claim  to  be  a 
business  man  myself,  and  I  say  we  should  give  the 
Treasurer  of  Boston  a  liberal  salary. 

Mr.  Smith — I  deny  saying  anything  against  Mr. 
Turner's  character  to-night.  I  have  merely  spoken 
of  him  as  a  public  man,  as  I  have  a  risrht  to.  I  have 
said  nothing  against  his  character.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  says  the  salary  should  be  $10,000. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  beg  pardon.  I  quoted  the 
opinion  of  another. 

Mr.  Smith — If  we  advance  this  salary,  we  virtually 
admit  that  we  and  not  Mr.  Dennie  are  responsible 
for  this  defalcation.  There  has  heen  more  responsi- 
bility in  tbat  office  for  the  past  five  years  than  there 
will  be  in  the  next  five  years.  More  debt  lias  heen 
paid  in  the  last  five  years  tlmn  there  will  be  in  the 
next  five.  There  is  no  reason  why  that  salary  should 
be  increased  ubo?e  what  it  has  been  for  the  last  five 
years.  In  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  I 
wish  to  say  that  there  is  nothing  in  tbat  letter  from 
Mr.  Healy  that  can  be  construed  as  giving  authority 
for  drawing  the  County  Auditor's  salary.  Mr.  Healy 
says  it  is  a  question  which  the  City  Government  has 
nothing  to  do  with.  But  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
sitting  as  Comity  Commissioners,  had  everything  to 
do  with  it.  When  Mr.  Healy  answered  that  ques- 
tion be  dodged  the  issue  entirely.  I  saw  that 
letter  to-day.  I  am  not  charging  that  Mr.  Turner 
took  it  maliciously,  or  with  intent  to  defraud.  But 
I  say  that  when  a  man  had  heen  connected  with  the 
Cily  Government  so  many  years,  as  Mr.  Turner  had 
been,  he  ought  to  have  known  better.  I  have  heard 
it  said  that  Mr.  Turner  was  the  man  who  virtually 
ran  this  building,  and  knew  all  about  it.  He  ought 
to  have  known  that  he  had  no  right  to  take  that  mo- 
ney until  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  acting  as  County 
Commissioners,  had  decided  upon  the  salary.  He 
took  the  maximum  sum,  when  the  Aldermen  might 
have  fixed  it  at  one  dollar. 

Mr.  Gove — It  mav  be  my  misfortune  to  be  a 
lawyer,  but  I  am  brought  in  contact  with  business 
men.  I  may  not  have  had  the  opportunity  to  con- 
sult the  wealthiest  business  men  of  Bost  n  in  regard 
to  this  matter,  but  I  have  been  spoken  to  by  a  great 
many  business  men  about  it,  and  1  do  not  remember 
to  have  heen  spoken  to  but  by  one  lawyer  on  tne 
subject.  A  gentleman  was  in  my  office  yesterday, 
who  pays  taxes  on  half  a  million  of  property,  and  he 
said  it  would  be  the  height  of  folly  for  the  City  of 
Boston  to  raise  the  Tieasurer's  salary;  tbat  five 
thousand  is  enough;  that  he  is  a  new  man,  and 
although  he  may  have  been  faithful  it  is  no  reason 
why  we  should  give  him  a  salary  that  will  be  a 
sinecure.  Now  in  regard  to  the  salaries  paid 
by  corporations:  My  experience  lias  been  a 
little  extended  in  that  matter.  I  have  known 
more  than  a  dozen  instances  within  the  last 
nine  years  where  men  have  been  treasurers  of 
corporations,  and  have  found  that  their  relatives 
and  friends  had  sold  their  stock,  and  that  they  were 
going  to  lose  their  positions  as  treasurers  unless  they 
could  buy  more  stock;  who  did  buy  more  stock  at  a 
high  price,  simply  for  the  purpose  of  remaining  as 
treasurers,  and  they  weie  paid  large  salaries,  and  it 
was  done  by  the  votes  of  their  relatives  and  personal 
friends,  who  were  stockholders.  I  will  guarantee 
that  you  may  take  it  through  the  Stale  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  where  you  find  a  treasurer  of  a  corpora- 
tion with  a  salary  of  over  $6000,  lie  lias  got  it  simplv 
and  solely  by  reason  of  the  fact— no,  I  will  not  say 
quite  that,  but  almost  solely — that  his  relatives  and 
intimate  friend"  are  a  majority  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  corporation.  There  have  been  occasions  where 
very  brilliant  men  have  heen  paid  very  large  salaries 
to  become  treasurers  of  corporations,  but  they  arc 
rare  instances.  When  a  man  is  in  that  position  he 
seldom  takes  an  office  of  treasurer,  because  be  can 
go  into  the  market  with  his  money  and  make  more. 
Here  is  a  case  where  a  niau  has  to  devote  his  time  to 
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the  duties  of  City  Treasurer,  and  has  not  the  time  to 
go  outside,  as  if  he  was  free  from  that  position. 

Mr.  Hart— I  desire  (occrrect  one  idea  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  21.  If  I  understand  the  English 
language  correctly,  Mr.  Healy  distinctly  says  that  the 
Auditor  is  entitled  to  the  compensation  named  by 
that  statute.  It  that  doesn't  mean  he  has  a  right  to 
go  and  draw  the  money  I  should  like  to  know  what 
it  does  mean.    There  is  no  qualification  about  it. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13 — i  intended  to  say  scarcely 
anything  on  this  subject,  but  after  listening  to  the 
exaggerated  laudatory  remarks  in  regard  to  our  pres- 
ent City  Treasurer  and  former  Auditor,  it  struck  me 
I  might  profitably  read  some  of  the  past  records  of 
the  Common  Council. 

Mr.  Devlin  read  from  the  proceedings  of  Decem- 
ber 27, 1879,  an  order  offered  by  Mr.  McGaragle  of 
"Ward  8,  to  pay  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  one  thousand  dollars 
each,  and  the  short  debate  following  its  introduction; 
also  the  passage  of  the  order,  the  debate  thereon  in 
the  Aldermen,  ana  its  indefinite  postoonement. 

Mr.  Smith— If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  18  had 
paid  attention  to  my  remarks  he  would  have  noticed 
that  I  made  no  charge  against  Mr.  Turner  taking  this 
$800  without  authority.  I  did  say  he  had  no  right  to 
the  salary.  I  say  he  appropriated  to  himself  the 
maximum  salary  that  they  could  have  g  veu,  without 
allowing  the  County  Commissioners  an  opportunity 
to  fix  the  sum.  I  say  the  County  Commissioners  have 
the  right  to  fix  that  salary  anywhere  from  one  dollar 
to  $800.  I  say  he  had  no  right  to  fix  the  maximum 
sum. 

Mr.  Kigelow  of  Ward  25—1  see  the  Council  are 
bound  to  talk  this  question  to  death  if  I  don't  come 
to  the  rescue.  I  move  the  previous  question  on  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Wharton  desired  to  discuss  the  que-tion,  and 
hoped  the  main  question  would  not  be  ordered. 

The  Council  retused  to  order  the  main  question,  23 
for,  29  against. 

Mr.  Whitmore — The  stitenent  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  18  may  mislead  some,  in  regard  to  what 
the  City  Treasurer  has  to  do  as  Ti  easurer  of  the 
Sinking  Funds.  It  is  perfectly  true  he  has  large 
sums  nominally  at  h;s  command.  But  I  understand 
they  are  items  of  account.  If  he  has  fourteen  mil- 
lions in  bonds  they  are  stamped  and  cannot  be  used. 
And  except  for  the  purpose  of  accounts  they  might 
as  well  be  burned  up.  It  i.-u't  like  the  money  h ;  is 
responsible  for.  .Nobody  can  use  those  bonus.  He 
probably  bundles  them  up  in  the  safe  and  takes  less 
care  of  them  than  an  ordinary  business  man  would 
of  a  fifty  dollar  bill.  In  the  ?ame  way  the  amount 
lying  in  bank  on  deposit  does  not  trouble  him  at 
all.  The  Commissioners  say  what  bank  it  shall 
be  deposited  in.  If  the  suggestion  I  have 
offered  is  carried  out,  that  money  cannot  be 
drawn  except  upon  the  check  signed  by  a  majority 
of  the  Commissioners-.  It  will  not  be  as  if  he  had 
to  keep  the  money.  The  Commissioners  simply  keep 
accounts.  They  keep  the  money  in  bank,  and  when 
the  city  borrows  money  they  transfer  it  in  check. 
They  draw  one  check  for  five  or  six  hundred  thous- 
and dollars,  and  there  is  nothing  more  to  he  done  for 
a  year.  Now,  the  point  I  wish  to  make  is  this:  We 
should  go  upon  the  principle  that  we  will  hire  a 
Treasurer  and  Auditor  to  attend  to  the  city  busiuess. 
If  the  Sinking  Func  Commissioners  should  elect  our 
Treasurer  as  their  Treasurer,  it  will  then  be  time 
enough  to  see  how  we  can  act  on  the  matter  of  his 
salary.  Suppose  he  was  elected  Treasurer  of  the 
Monument  Fund,  we  might  choose  to  h^ve  him  serve 
or  not.  He  might  be  elected  Treasurer  of  the  Demo- 
erf  tic  State  Committee,  and  we  might  say  you 
miten't  mix  up  our  funds  with  those  that  be- 
long to  the  Democratic  party — excuse  me,  I  meant 
the  Republican  party,  because  the  money  is 
there.  It  doesn't  seem  reasonable,  because  he 
may  be  elected  to  an  office,  which  he  may  not  seive, 
that  we  should  not  fix  his  salary  in  advance.  Let  us 
wait  until  he  is  elected,  and  then  we  will  see  whether 
he  will  serve  or  not.  I  contend  that  if  he  does  serve 
he  ought  not  to  have  any  more  money.  The  city  is 
entitled  to  ali  his  lesponsibility,  talents  and  time.  It 
is  for  the  City  Council  to  say  whether  he  shall  have 
the  office  or  not.  If  any  gentleman  thinks  I  am  say- 
ing this  because  I  am  against  the  City  Treasurer,  he 
is  mistaken.  I  am  willing  to  move  that  he  shall  re- 
ceive $7500  if  this  motion  fails.  My  opposition  is  to 
the  incorrect  method  of  paying  the  Treasurer  and 
Auditor.  I  hope  we  shall  take  this  opportunity  to 
take  the  whole  thing  out. 

Mr.  Pope  of  AVard  9— A  few  weeks  ago,  when  this 
increase  of  salary  was  proposed  by  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermeD,  I  then  opposed  it  for  the  same  reason  that  I 
should  vote  against  niDe  thousand  dollars  for  a  new 
Treasurer,  or  any  other  Treasurer.     The  subject  of 


salaries  is  incomparable.  For  instance,  the  little 
State  of  Vermont  pays  her  Governor  $1000  a  year, 
when  if  you  go  into  the  ante-room  you  will  find  the 
Messenger  who  waits  on  the  Governor  getting  $1200. 
Our  own  Governor  reo-iveo  $4000,  wheTeas  our 
Mayor  receives  $5000.  The  comparison  of  salaries  is 
very  complex  indeed.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  21 
has  taken  us  all  round  the  world  in  a  little  less  than 
an  hour  and  a  half,  whereas  it  took  Grant  one  year 
and  a  half.  He  has  referred  to  St.  Louis,  Chicago, 
San  Francisco,  and  gone  all  round.  What  the  of- 
ficers of  other  City  Governments  receive  has  nothing 
to  do  with  what  the  citizens  of  Boston  desire  to  pay 
their  Treasurer.  It  would  be  absolute  folly  to  call 
Mr.  Turner  a  new  officer — a  man  who  has  been  a  city 
officer  as  long  as  he  has.  We  are  told  the  Sub- 
Treasurer  receives  $5000.  He  works  for  the  General 
Government,  a  government  by  itself.  Mr.  Turner  is 
now  hired  by  a  corporation,  the  Ci'y  of  Boston,  an- 
other government  as  absolute  in  its  powers,  so  far  as 
the  salaries  of  its  officers  are  concerned.as  the  Gene- 
ral Government  is.  At  Washington  the  doorkeepers 
receive  from  $2000  to  $25110  and  $3000,  whereas  here 
our  City  Clerk  receives  $4000.  We  cannot  compare 
salaries.  The  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  re- 
ceives $12,000,  and  we  find  the  presidents  of 
private  corporations  get  $15,000.  In  other  words, 
1  would  rather  be  the  president  of  a  horse  rail- 
road corporation  in  the  city  of  Boston,  than  Vice 
Ir  silent  of  the  United  States — financially,  gentle- 
men. The  question  of  salaries,  I  tell  yon,  is  one  you 
cannot  compare.  The  more  you  compare  it  the  more 
you  get  perplexed.  The  presidents  of  private  corpo- 
rations, express  companies.and  insurance  companies, 
and  banks,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  receive  from  fif- 
teen to  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  per  annum, 
whereas  the  Governor  of  New  "York  State  receives 
but  half  that  amount.  It  is  peculiar  and  strange; 
nevertheless  it  is  true.  I  have  no  doubt  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  21  should  go  to  St.  Louis,  Cincin- 
nati or  Chicago,  and  enquire  into  all  those  depart- 
ments, he  would  find  that  some  one  received  ten  or 
fifteen  thousand  dollars,  while  the  Treasurer  receives 
only  $1500.  The  Treasurer  of  the  United  State;  re- 
ceives $6500.  We  pav  United  States  Senators  $5000; 
we  pav  mayors  $5000,  $10,000  and  $12,000.  So  I  say 
the  comparing  of  salaries  in  different  large  cities 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  salary  of  the  Treasurer 
of  the  City  of  Boston.  I  think  that  Mr.  Turner  or 
anybody  who  accepts  the  high  trust  of  Treasurer  of 
the  City  of  Boston  deserves  to  be  well  paid.  I  do  not 
believe  the  citizens  of  Boston  want  a  man  there  who 
is  not  worth  over  four  thousand  dollars.  I  believe 
his  services  will  warrant  his  having  $6500,  at  least, 
and  one  thousand  additional  for  Treasurer  of  the 
Sinking  Funds. 

Mr.  Swau  of  Ward  24—1  have  but  a  few  words 
say  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9.  As  rear  as  he  can  find  out  from  people 
he  has  talked  with,  he  says  the  citizens  of  Boston 
think  the  salary  of  the  Treasurer  is  too  low.  I  have 
talked  with  quite  a  number  of  moneyed  men  and 
bankers  on  State  street  since  this  question  has  been 
agitated.  I  find  their  sentiments  are  nearly  unanim- 
ous tnat  five  thousand  dollars  is  large  enough  for  the 
Treasurer  of  Boston,  taking  salaries  as  they  are  in 
other  corporations  and  institutions.  The  remark  has 
been  made  that  treasurers  in  some  corporations  re- 
ceive large  salaries.  It  is  well  known  that  some  time 
ago  the  treasurer  of  a  corporation  received  a  salary 
of  $50,000,  and  at  his  death  his  estate  was  in- 
solvent. The  fact  that  a  large  salary  is  paid 
does  not  prove  that  a  man  is  competent  to  run  the 
affairs  of  the  corporation  of  which  he  is  treasurer. 

Mr.  t'onnell  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Huntress  hoped  the  main  question  would  not 
be  ordered  until  Mr.  Wharton  had  had  a  chance 
to  explain  the  legal  points  raised  in  regard  to  Sec- 
tion 7. 

Mr.  Wharton— There  is  one  legal  aspect  of  the  pro- 
posed amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
which  I  propose  to  explain.  The  words  he  proposes 
to  strike  out  are  virtuall"  an  attempt  to  determine 
that  the  City  Treasurer  shall  be  Treasurer  of  the 
Sinking  Funds.  It  is  not  an  attempt  to  appoint  him 
Treasurer  for  this  year,  but  it  is  an  attempt  to  ap- 
point him  until  this  ordinance  is  repealed.  That  is  a 
matter  over  which  we  have  no  iurisdiction.  The  Com- 
missioners choose  their  own  Treasurer.  By  passing 
the  section  as  it  stands,  we  attempt  to  do  something 
over  which  we  have  no  authority.  I  thiuk  the  Coun- 
cil should  adopt  the  amendment  and  strike  out  those 
words.  Then  in  a  subsequent  section  we  cau  provide 
that  the  salary  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
Commissioners  shall  be  so  and  so,  and  leave  the 
Commissioners  to  elect  whom  they  please. 

Mr.  Williams— I  do  not  understand  how  we  are  at- 
tempting to  oblige  the  Commissioners  to  elect  the 
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City  Treasurer  their  Treasurer.    The  statute   says 
they  may  elect  whom  they  please. 

Mr.  Wharton— If  he  has  been  elected,  it  is  all 
right  and  proper  for  this  year.  But  it  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  we  are  passing  an  ordinance,  and 
fixing  the  salary  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking 
Funds,  who  shail  be  Treasurer  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
until  this  ordinance  is  repealed.  I  think  the  obiec- 
tiou  would  be  met  by  passing  another  section  provid- 
ing for  the  salary  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking 
Fund.  That  certaiuly  will  avo'd  the  legal  difficulty, 
which  I  have  endeavored  to  explain. 

Mr.  Folan  ol  Ward  13—1  would  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  we  have  been  about  four  hours  faxing 
tun  salaries  of  11  persons,  giving  on  an  average  about 
half  an  hour  to  each  item.  It  we  go  on  In  this  way  I 
don't  think  we  shall  get  through  until  to-morrow 
night.    I  hope  we  shall  come  to  a  vote. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  on  Mr.  Whitmore's 
amendment,  and  it  was  adopted. 

The  amendment  to  make  the  Treasurer's  salary 
$5000  was  lost— 24  for,  30  against. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  amend  by  making  the  City 
Treasurer's  salary  $4300.  Adopted,  31  for,  23  against. 
Mr.  Smith  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Greinougn  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered.  The  reconsideration  was 
loot,  yeas  26,  Days  32: 

Yeas — Beal,  Bigelow,  Brimhecom,  Brown,  Child, 
H.  Clapp,  Daly,  Dana,  J.  Doberty,  Dudley,  Eddy, 
Emery.  Farwell,  Freen  aD,  Greenough,  Harding, 
Hart,  Hilton,  Lauten,  McCurmick,  N.  M.  Morrison, 
Pope,  Pray,  Viles.  Wharton,  Williams— 26. 

Nays— Barry,  Bartlett,  Bowker,  Boyle,  H.  B.  Clapp, 
Conl.n,  Connell,  Costello,  Cronin,  Dcnney,  Devlin, 
C  F.  Doherty,  Fisk,  Ford,  Folan,  Gove,  Hosley, 
Huntress,  Maguire,  Mathews,  P.  J.  McLaughlin, 
Means,  P.  Morrison,  Murphv,  Powers,  Quigley,  Rog- 
ers. Rosnosky,  Smith,  Swan,  Wakefield,  Whitmore 
—32. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Bailey,  Cotton,  Fitzpatrick, 
Lovell,  J.  A.  Mclaughlin,  McNamara,  Mullett, 
Parkinan,  Teevan,  Walsh.  Welch,  Wheeler — 12. 

Mr.  Hart  moved  do  further  amend  the  section  by 
adding: 

"The  Treasurer  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sink- 
ing Funds  snail  receive  one  thousand  dollars,  trom 
the  first  of  June,  1881." 

Mr.  Smith  moved  that  the  amount  be  $700. 
Adopted.  And  the  amendment  as  amended  was 
apopted,  43  for,  11  against.  Mr.  Smith  movtd  a  re- 
consideration.   Lo-t. 

The  section  as  amended  was  adopted. 

Section  8.  Auditor  of  Accounts,  three  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  and  he  shal1  be  al- 
lowed the  further  sum  of  seven  hundred  dollars  per 
annum,  for  services  as  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  on  the  Sinking  Funds;  also  a  sum  not 
exceeding  twelve  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars,  to 
be  paid  to  his  clerks  during  the  salary  year,  in 
monthly  instalments,  on  a  pay-roll  certified  to  by 
said  Auditor. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  moved  to  amend  by 
strikiDgout  the  portion  relative  to  the  Sinking  Funds 
and  gave  notice  of  another  amendment  similar  to  the 
ODe  adopted  in  relation  to  the  Treasurer,  providing 
for  a  reduction  from  the  salary  of  the  amount  re- 
ceived from  the  county. 

Mr.  Wharton  called  attention  to  the  ordinance 
providing  that  the  Auditor  shall  be  ex-officio  Secre- 
tary of  the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Gove  moved  to  fix  the  salary  of  the  Auditor  at 
$2500.    Lost.  23  for,  28  against. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  to  amend  by  substituting  the 
following: 

"Section  8.  Auditor  of  Accounts,  five  thousand 
dollars.  He  shall  be  allowed  a  sum  not  exceeding 
ten  ihou-and  seven  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  to 
his  clerks,  duringj  the  salary  [year,  in  jniontnly  in- 
stalments, on  a  pay-roll  certified  to  by  said  Au- 
ditor." 

Mr.  Wharton  favored  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liams.   He  favored  continuing  existing  salaries. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  amendment  in  the  same 
form,  in  regard  to  the  County  Auditor's  salary  being 
deducted,  as  was  adopted  in  the  case  of  the  Treas- 
urer. 

Mr.  Williams's  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  KosDosky  moved  i  hat  the  salarv  «i  the  Auditor 
be  $4000  per  annum  in  full  for  all  services  rendrred 
to  the  city  ami  county. 

Mr.  Wakefield  u^ked  if  this  branch  had  the  right 
to  regulate  the  amount  to  be  received  by  the  Auditor 
of  the  couuly,  having  understood  that  it  hod  been 
done  l,y  the  Board  of  Aldenncu. 

Mr.  whitmore  said  the  Board  of  Aldermen  bad  the 
power  to  fix  it,  but  it  was  pioposed  to  pay  him  $5000 
in  full  for  all  services,  and  if  he  receives  anything 


from  the  county  it  is  to  be  deducted  from  the  salary 
received  from  the  city. 

The  salary  of  the  auditor  was  then  fixed  at  $4000, 
and  the  provision  for  Secretary  of  the  Sinking  Funds 
was  strickeD  out. 

The  following,  offered  by  Mr.  Whitmore,  was 
adopted: 

"The  foregoing  salary  of  the  Auditor  shall  be  in  full 
of  all  pay  for  services  rendered  to  the  City  of  Boston 
or  the  County  of  Suffolk  in  any  capacity.  Should 
said  officer  receive  directly  or  indirectly  any  money 
from  the  County  of  Suffolk  for  services,  the  above- 
named  saliiry  shall  be  decreased  by  an  equivalent 
amount." 

The  section  as  amei  ded  was  adopted.  Mr.  Ros- 
nosky moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

Mr.  Pray  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

Section  9.  City  Collector,  five  thousand  dollars  per 
annum,  and  there  shall  be  allowed  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing ten  thousand  pix  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  to 
his  regular  clerks  during  the  salary  year,  in  monthly 
Instalments,  on  a  pay-roll  certified  to  by  said  Col- 
lector; also  four  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars  for 
extra  clerk  hire ;  also  for  one  clerk,  at  the  rate  of 
three  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  to  be  paid  from 
(be  receipts  for  liquor  licenses  ;  also  for  one 
clerk,  at  the  rate  of  lour  hundred  dollars 
per  annum,  to  oe  paid  from  the  Cochituate  Water 
Works  revenue.  Deputy  Collectors,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  dollars  each  per  annum,  which  shall 
be  in  full  compensation  for  all  services  rendered  to 
the  city,  and  their  whole  time  shall  be  given  to  the 
duties  of  the  Collector's  Department.  The  Deputy 
Collectors  for  Dorchester,  Brighton  and  West  Rox- 
bury  shall  be  allowed  a  sum,  not  exceeding  two  hun- 
dred dollars  in  the  aggregate,  for  horse-hire.  The 
salary  of  the  Deputy  Collector  and  Receiver  of  Wa- 
ter-rates shall  be  at  the  rate  of  two  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  the  same  to  be  paid 
from  the  Cochituate  Water  Works  revenue. 

Mr.  Wharton  moved  to  anient!  by  making  the  sal- 
ary of  the  City  Collector  $4000. 

Mr.  Hart  spoke  strongly  in  favor  of  an  increase  of 
the  salary  of  the  Collector,  giving  details  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  office  was  conducted,  the  closeness 
with  which  poll  taxes  are  collected,  &c.  No  matter 
what  has  been  done  for  other  officers,  this  one  c  er- 
tainly  deserves  to  be  raised. 

Mr.  Wakefield,  of  Ward  23,  also  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  increase  ot  salary  for  the  Collector,and  endorsed 
what  Mr.  Hart  had  said. 

Mr.  Whitmore  thought  the  debate  was  beginning 
to  turn  into  tbe  same  chanoe)  that  it  had  taken  in 
the  Board  of  Aldermen.  The  Collector  has  very  lit- 
tle responsibility,  collects  his  money  and  pays  it  over 
the  same  day. 

Mr.  Gove  thought  that  if  a  man  is  entitled  to  an 
increase  it  is  the  Collector. 

Mr.  Huntress  thought  there  was  widespread  feeling 
that  the  Collector  was  not  paid|enough,  ana  he  hoped 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Wharton  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Wharton's  amendment  was  adooted,  31  for,  21 
against. 

Mr.  Wharton  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

Mr.  Wharton  moved  lo  further  amend  by  reducing 
the  appropriation  for  clerk  hire  to  $3700. 

Mr.  Hart  said  that  would  only  be  obstructing  the 
wheels  of  government.  The  additional  clerks  were 
needed. 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

The  section  as  amended  was  adopted.  Later  in 
tbe  session  the  adoption  of  the  section  was  reconsid- 
ered, on  motion  of  Mr.  Clapp,  of  Ward  24,  and  the 
salary  of  the  Collector  of  Water  Rates  was  fixed  at 
$2250,  as  last  year,  and  the  section  as  amended  was 
adopted. 

Law  Department. 

Section  10.  Corporation  Counsel,  five  thousand 
dollars. 

City  Solicitor,  four  thousand  dollars. 

Assistant  Solicitors,  each,  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Conveyancers,  each,  two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

Solicitor's  Clerk,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 

All  of  the  above  beginning  on  the  fiist  day  of  July, 
1881. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  amend  by  making  the  sal- 
ary of  the  Corporation  Counsel  $4500  and  the  City 
Solicitor  $4500,  saying  that  the  office  had  been  changed 
and  there  was  much  less  labor  on  tbe  former  than 
there  was  before. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  section  as 
amended  was  adopted. 

Engineer's  Department. 

Section  11.  City  Engineer,  five  thousand  dollars; 
and  the  use  of  a  horse  and  vehicle. 


531 


COMMON     COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Whitmore  offered  an  amendment  that  the  bills 
for  the  use  of  a  horse  and  vehicle  be  approved  by  the 
committee. 

But  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Whartju,  he  changed 
the  form  so  as  to  make  it  general,  and  it  was  adopted 
as  a  separate  section  in  the  following  form: 

"Section  30.  The  hills  for  the  use  of  horses  and 
vehicles  by  city  officers  as  herein  provided,  shall  re- 
quire the  approval  of  the  committees  supervising 
such  officials,  if  any  exist." 

Mr.  Wharton  moved  to  amend  so  that  the  salary 
of  the  City  Engineer  should  be  $4500. 

Mr.  Mathews  opposed  the  amendment.  The  po- 
sition requires  technical  ana  scientific  knowledge, 
and  the  auties  are  arduous  and  increasing. 

Mr.  Wharton  said  the  longer  he  remained  there  he 
became  more  convinced  that  if  a  salary  of  $20,000 
were  offered,  reasons  could  be  given  for  that  sum. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  $4500,  and  the  sec- 
tion was  adopted  as  amended. 

Surveyor's  Department. 

Section  12.  City  Surveyor,  three  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

Amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gove,  by  making  the 
salary  $3100,  and  adopted  as  amended. 
Water  Department. 

Section  13.  Member  o£  the  Water  Board  appointed 
in  1S79  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  remain- 
ing members,  three  thousand  dollars  each. 

Water  Registrar,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

Mr.  Gove  moved  to  amend  so  that  the  salary  of  the 
Water  Registrar  be  $2800,  as  last  year. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  opposed  the  amendment,  and  said 
the  Water  Registrar  collected  all  the  water  rates,  as 
well  as  fixed  Them,  and  if  any  one  wanted  to  know 
anything  about  the  Water  Department  he  had  to  go 
to  Mr.  Davis. 

Mr.  Swan,  of  Ward  24,  corrected  the  statement 
that  the  Registrar  collected  the  water  rates,  and 
thought  the  present  salary  sufficient. 

Mr.  Gove  thought  it  was  absurd  for  the  Registrar 
to  have  more  salary  than  the  Water  Commissioners. 
It  was  Hue  a  clerk  receiving  more  salary  than  a 
superintendent. 

Mr.  Wharton  thought  the  Water  Registrar  was 
entitled  to  an  increase  no  more  than  the  Inspector  ot 
Buildings  or  City  Architect. 

Mr.  Morrison,  of  Ward  23,  corroborated  what  Mr. 
Rosnosky  said  in  regard  to  the  Water  Registrar. 

An  amendment,  to  make  the  salary  $3000,  offered 
by  Mr.  Rosnosky,  was  lost. 

Mr.  Gove's  amendment,  $2800,  was  adopted. 
The  section  as  amended  was  adopted.  Mr.  Gove 
moved  a  reconsideration.    Lost. 

Harbor  Master's  Office. 

Section  11.  Harbor  Master,  one  thousand  five 
hurdred  dollars. 

Adopted. 

Weights  and  Measures. 

Section  15.  Sealer  of  W  eights  and  Measures,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

Deputy  Sealers,  each,  one  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars. 

Amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gove,  by  making  the 
salary  of  the  Sealer  $1800,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Emery,  of  Ward  18,  bv  making  the  salaries  o!  the 
Deputy  Sealers  $1000,  and  as  amended  adopted. 
Street  Commissioners. 

Section  IB.  Street  Commissioners,  each,  three 
thousand  dollars. 

Clerk  of  Street  Commissioners,  two  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gove  by  making  the 
salary  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Street  Commissioners 
$1800,  and  adopted  as  amended. 

Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Section  17.  Inspector  of  Buildings,  three  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  the  use  of  a  horse  and  vehicle. 

Clerk  of  Department,  two  thousand  dollars. 

Assistant  Inspector,  acting  as  draughtsman  or  ar- 
chitect, one  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

Assistant  Inspectors,  each,  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gove  by  making  the 
salary  of  the  Inspector  $2800,  the  Clerk  $1800,  the 
Assistant  Inspectors  $1350. 

Mr.  Gove  moved  to  strike  out  the  paragraph  re- 
lating to  the  Inspector  who  acts  as  draughtsman. 

Mr.  Hilton  and  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  both  said  this  was 
a  very  valuable  officer,  and  the  increase  was  recom- 
mended by  the  Inspector. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  there  were  draughtsmen  in  the 
Architect's  office  who  get  less  salary,  and  in  case  of 
necessity  could  be  called  upon. 


Mr.  Rogers,  of  Ward  22,  opposed  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Wharton  could  see  no  good  reason  for  increas- 
ing the  salary. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  moved  to  make  the  salary  $1500. 
Lost,  19  for,  28  against. 

Mr.  Gove's  amendment  was  adopted  The  section 
as  amended  was  adopted. 

Fire  Department. 

Section  18.  Fire  Commissioners,  each,  three  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  amend  by  making  the 
salaries  of  the  Commissioners  $2500.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve the  work  they  do  worth  $3000.  They  had  re- 
fused to  put  up  the  salaries  of  much  harde'r  worked 
men. 

Mr.  Wharton  opposed  any  reductions,  the  same  as 
he  bad  opposed  an  increase. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  amendment  was  rejected,  8  for, 
28  against. 

The  section  was  adopted. 

Registrars  of  Voters. 

Section  19.  Registrars  of  Voters,  each,  two  thous- 
and five  hundred  dollars.  There  shall  be  allowed  a 
sum  not  exceeding  teu  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid 
to  their  Assistant  Registrars  and  Clerks,  through- 
the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts,  on  a  pay-roll 
certified  to  by  the  Registrars  of  Voters;  the  compen- 
sation of  each  of  the  Assistant  Registrars  of  Voters 
shall  not  exceed  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  day 
for  each  and  every  aay's  actual  service. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  make  the  salaries  of  the 
Registrars  $3000.    Lost. 

The  section  was  adopted. 

Health  Department. 

Sect.  20.  Members  of  Board  of  Health,  each,  three 
thousand  dollars. 

Superintendent  of  Health,  three  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars,  ana  the  use  of  a  horse  and  vehicle, 
to  be  kept  at  the  City  Stables. 

City  Physician,  tiiree  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
use  of  a  horse  and  vehicle,  to  include  compensation 
for  furnishing  certificates  to  disabled  soldiers. 

Port  Physician,  nine  hundred  dollars. 

Assistant  Port  Physician,  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  and  house-room  and  board  either  at  Deer  or 
Gallop's  Island. 

Inspector  of  Provisions,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

Inspector  of  Abattoir,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars, 

Mr.  Bigelow  moved  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the 
Inspector  of  Provisions  to  $1000,  for  the  reason  that 
the  Inspector  does  not  attend  to  his  duties,  and  in 
support  ot  the  statement  read  an  extract  from  the 
report  of  the  Board  of  Health.  He  showed  that 
prosecutions  seldom  are  made,  while  there  was  am- 
ple for  a  man  in  the  position  to  do.  The  officer  is 
appointed  by  the  Mayor,  and  is  responsible  to  no 
one. 

The  section  was  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Smith,  by  making  the  salary  of  the  Superintendeut 
of  Health  $3000,  and  the  City  Physician  $  700. 

Mr.  Rosnoskj    thought    Mr.  Bigelow   had    som 
grievance  against  the  Inspector,  and  if  that  office 
was  n  ot  doing  his  duty  he  ought  to  have  preferred 
charges  against  him,  and  not  waited  until  now. 

Mr.  Bigelow  said  the  Inspector  is  carrying  on  a 
business  of  his  own,  and  also  receives  $500  for  being 
Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall.  He  had  no  griev- 
ance against  him.  The  Inspector  had  not  done  his 
dutv. 

Mr.  Gove  said  this  matter  bad  l>een  brought  to  his 
attention,  and  he  had  been  informed  that  the  Board 
of  Health  said  the  Inspector  did  just  right. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wharton  the  main  question  was 
ordered. 

Mr.  Bigelow's  amendment  was  rejected. 
.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  amend  the  eighth  line  of 
the  section  by  adding  the  following: 

"One  Assistant  City  Physician,  $1200,  and  no  more 
than  one  shall  be  employed  until  their  salaries  be 
fixed  by  the  City  Council." 

Mr.  Whitinore  explained  that  the  board  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  employing  assistant  physicians  at  dif- 
ferent times. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,,  34  for,  0  against. 

Mr.  Brown  moved  to  make  the  salary  ot  the  Port 
Physician  $1000,  thinking  the  salary  of  the  officer 
rather  small  for  an  educated  physician. 

By  reference  to  Document  67  it  appeared  that  the 
physician  had  board  and  lodging  in  addition. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Browu  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Devlin  moved  to  make  the  salaries  of  the 
Board  of  Health  as  follows:  Chairman  $3000,  and  the 
two  assistants  each  $2000.  In  reply  to  a  question  by 
Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Devlin  said  that  duving  the  pro- 
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gress  of  the  hearings  on  the  commissions  he  had  he 
come  convinced  that  there  was  but  one  member  of 
the  Board  of  Health,  and  that  the  board  consists  of 
but  one  man,  and  that  is  Dr.  Durgln,  Before  the 
end  of  the  year  lie  hoped  to  have  the  privilege  of 
voting  to  abolisb  that  board  altogether. 

Mr.  Wharton  said  he  would  consider  the  question 
of  abolishing  the  Board  of  Health  when  presented, 
but  could  see  no  reason  for  decreasing  the  salaries 
now. 

.Mr.  Devlin's  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  section  was  adopted  as  amended. 

Registrar's    Department. 

Section  21.  Citv  Registrar,  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  in  full  compensation  tor 
all  his  services,  Including  those  performed  as  Super- 
intendent of  Burials.  He  shall  be  allowed  a  sum  not 
exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  his 
regular  clerks  during  the  salary  year,  in  monthly  in- 
stalments, through  the  office  ot  the  Auditor  of  Ac- 
counts, on  a  pay-roll  certified  to  by  the  Registrar. 
Anif-rlas  "loac'tcnt  Regit  trars  he  .hall  tf'pald  a 
sum  not  exceeding  twenty-five  cents  for  information 
furnished  concerning  each  birth. 

Amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wakefield,  by  making 
the  -alary  of  the  Citj  Keeistrar  S2J00,  and  an  amend- 
ment to  reduce  the  cerk  hire  to  $4100  was  rejected. 

As  amended  the  section  was  adopted. 
Vinegar. 

Section  22.  Inspector  of  Vinegar,  one  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars;  said  sum  to  include  office  rent 
and  expenses. 

Mr.  Gove,  of  Ward  1,  moved  to  strike  out  the  sec- 
lion.  He  held  in  his  baud  a  descriptive  catalogue  of 
Dr.  H.  L.  Bowker  &  Co.,  of  soda  water  beverages, 
formulas  and  directions,  &3.,  and  read  the  following 
from  page  15: 

••Vinegar  ACID— This  acid  is  put  up  expressly  for 
use  in  making  vinegar  to  -.void  the  use  of  injurious 
and  poisonous  acids  that  are  not  commonly  used.  It 
is  not  claimed  that  this  acid  will  make  as  good  vine- 
gar as  the  pure  apple  juice.  It  is  verj  strong,  and 
can  be  used  for  putting  up  horseradish,  pickles.  &c, 
and  is  "1  great  value  in  manufacturing  vinegar  to 
facilitate  a  qaick  process;  al°oto  tone  up  and  sharpen 

?oor  or  flat  vinegar.  Full  directions  come  with  it 
or  manufacturing  all  kinds  of  vinegar." 

Mr.  Gove  also  read  a  label  issued  by  the  same  firm, 
entitled  "Concentrated  Vinegar  Acid,"  which  pro- 
fe-sed  directions  for  making  vineear.  Mr.  Gove  said 
that  as  the  gentleman  who  has  charge  of  seeing  that 
pure  vinegar  is  put  upon  the  market,  seems  to  be 
selling  adulterated  vinegar,  or  aciduated  wate1-,  it 
seems  bard'y  advisable  to  pav  him  a  salary. 

.Mr.  Bigelow  thought  a  gentleman  in  the  business 
should  be  acquainted  with  good  vinegar,  and  would 
rather  vote  to  give  him  $2600,  than  take  anything 
otf. 

Mr.  Whitmore  favored  the  amendment.  La^t  year 
Dr.  Bowker  made  strong  representations  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  was  supposed  to  be  honest  in  his  effort 
to  stop  the  sale  of  impure  vinegar.  This  matter  was 
forced  upon  the  city  by  the  legislature.  It  the  In- 
spector is  engaged  in  the  sale  of  adulterated  vinegar 
he  ought  not  to  be  paid  a  salary  by  the  city. 

Mr.  Gove  said  the  pamphlet  and  slip  were  handed 
to  him  by  a  former  member  of  the  government,  who 
would  have  presented  them  himself  if  he  had  been 
here.  Other  than  that  he  knew  nothing  about  the 
case. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14 — I  didn't  know  that  any 
dishonest  man  lived  in  South  Boston  and  was  sur- 
prised to  hear  wnat  the  gentleman  has  read  about 
the  Inspector.  It  it  is  true,  however,  I  have  nothing 
more  to  sav  about  the  office  or  salary. 

Mr.  Bigelow  suggested  that  perhaps  some  one  had 
a  grievance  against  Dr.  Bowker,  and  that  charges 
ought  to  be  preferred  against  him. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  section  was  carried. 

City  Architect's  Department. 

Section  2.:.  City  Architect,  three  thousand  three 
hundred  dollars,  and  the  use  of  a  horse  and    vehicle. 

Amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wharton,  bj  making 
the  salary  S2800.  As  amended  the  section  was 
adopted. 

Bridges. 
i  n.  Superintendent  of  Congress-street 
bridge,  three  thousand  lour  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars per  annum,  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  his  services 
anil  the  service-  of  such  assistants  a-  be  may  employ 
and  he  -hali  employ  one  Engineer,  whoeesalary  shall 
be  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum;  also 
three  Assistant  Superintendents,  whose  aalai 
he  five  hundred  and  titty  dollar-,  c;icb,  per  annum. 
t   Maiden    bridge,   one  thousand 


three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum,  said  sum 
to  be  in  full  tor  his  services  and  the  services  of  such 
as  he  may  employ;  and  be  shall  employ  one  Assistant 
Superintendent,  whose  salary  shall  be  five  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  per  annum. 

Superintendent  ot  Mt.  Washington-avenue  bridge, 
two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  peran- 
num,  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  his  services  and  the 
services  of  such  assistants  as  he  may  employ;  and  he 
shall  employ  one  Assistant  Superintendent,  whose 
salary  shall  be  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  an- 
num; also  two  Assistant  Superintendents,  whose 
salary  shall  be  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  each, 
per  annum. 

Superintendent  of  Federal-street  bridge,  two 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  an- 
num, said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  his  services  and  the 
services  of  such  assistants  as  he  may  employ;  and  be 
shall  employ  one  Assistant  Superintendent,  whose 
salary  shall  be  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  an- 
num; also  two  Assistant  Superintendents,  whose 
salary  shall  be  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  each, 
per  annum. 

Superintendent  of  Broadway  bridge,  two  thousand 
nine  liundred  dollars  per  annum,  said  sum  to  be  in 
full  for  his  services  and  the  services  of  such  assist- 
ants as  he  may  employ;  and  be  shall  employ  one 
Engineer,  whose  salary  shall  be  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  per  annum;  also  two  Assistant  Superin- 
tendents, wlioie  salary  shall  be  five  hundred  and 
fifty  do!  lars,  each,  per  annum. 

Superintendent  of  Dover-street  bridge,  two  thous- 
and six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum,  said 
sum  to  be  in  full  for  his  services  and  the  services  of 
such  assistants  as  he  may  employ;  ami  he  shall 
employ  one  Assistant  Superintendent,  whose  salary 
shall  be  six  hundred  ami  fifty  dollars  per  annum;  also 
two  Assistant  Superintendents,  whose  salary  shall  oe 
five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  each,  per  aniium. 

Superintendent  of  Meridian-street  bridge,  one 
thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum, 
said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  his  services  and  the  ser- 
vices of  such  assistants  as  he  may  employ ;  and  he 
shall  empioy  one  Assistant  Superintendent,  whose 
salary  shall  be  five  hundred  aud  fifty  dollars  per 
annum. 

Superintendent  of  Chelsea-street  bridge,  three 
hundred  dollars  per  annum;  said  sum  to  be  in  full 
for  his  services  and  the  services  of  such  assistants  as 
he  may  employ. 

Superintend  ent  of  Neponset  bridge,  four  hundied 
dollars  per  annum;  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  all  the 
services  performed  in  superintendence  of  said 
bridge. 

Superintendent  of  Granite  bridge,  two  hundred 
dollars  per  annum;  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  all 
services  performed  for  the  City  of  Boston  in  the  su- 
perintendence of  said  bridge. 

Superintendent  of  Cbarles-river  biidge,  two  ous- 
and  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum;  and 
he  shall  be  allowe.l  the  use  of  the  house  on  -aid 
bridge,  free  of  rent,  with  the  necessary  fuel  and 
lights,  the  said  sum  and  privileges  to  be  in  full  for 
his  services  and  the  services  of  such  assistants  as 
he  may  employ;  and  lie  shall  employ  one  Assistant 
Superintendent,  whose  salary  shall  be  six  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  per  annum;  also  two  Assistant  Su- 
perintendents, whose  sa'ary  shall  be  five  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  each  per  annum. 

Superintendent  of  Warren  bridge,  two  thousand 
four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  annum;  aud  he 
shall  be  allowed  the  use  of  the  house  on  said  bridge, 
free  of  rent,  with  the  necessary  fuel  and  lights,  the 
said  sum  and  privileges  to  be  in  full  for  his  services 
and  the  services  of  such  assistants  as  be  may  employ; 
and  he  shall  employ  an  Assistant  Superintendent, 
whose  salary  shall  be  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
per  annum';  also  two  Assistant  Superintendents, 
whose  salary  shall  be  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars, 
each,  per  annum. 

Superintendent  of  Essex-street  bridge,  tour  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum,  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  all 
the  services  performed  for  the  City  of  Boston  in  the 
superintendence  of  said  bridge. 

Superintendent  of  Cambridge-street  bridge  (Brigu- 
tnn  District),  Western-avenue  bridge  to  Cambridge, 
and  North  Harvard-street  bridge,  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  per  annum,  said  sum  to  be  in  full  for  all 
the  services  performed  for  the  City  of  Boston  in  the 
superintendence  of  said  bridges. 

Superintendent  of  Chelsea  bridge  (South),  be- 
tween ChnrJestowu  aud  Chelsea,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  said  sura  to  be  iu  full 
lor  all  tne  services  performed  for  the  City  of  Boston 
In  the  superintendence  of  said  bridge;  and  said  Sup- 
erintendent shall  employ  one  Assistant  Superinten- 
dent, whose  salary  shall  he  six  hundred  and  fitty 
dollars  per  annum;   also  one   Assistant   Superinteh- 
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cleat,  whose  salary  shall  be  Ave  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  per  annum. 

Superintendent  of  Chelsea  bridge  (North), between 
Cbarlestown  and  Chelsea,  on^  thousand  live  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  per  annul.,  said  sum  to  be  in  full 
for  all  the  services  performed  for  the  City  of  Boston 
in  the  superintendence  of  said  bridge;  and  said 
Superintendent  shall  employ  one  Assistant  Superin- 
tendent, wnose  salary  shall  be  six  hundred  and  fitty 
dollars  per  annum. 

Superintendent  of  North  Beacon-street  bridge, 
and  Western-avenue  bridge  to  Wa^ertown,  one  hun- 
dred aud  fifty  dollars  per  annum,  said  sum  to  be  in 
full  for  all  the  services  performed  for  the  City  of 
Boston  in  the  superintendence  of  said  bridges. 

Superintendent  of  Commercial  Point  bridge,  fitty 
dollars  per  annum. 

Superintendent  of  Wmthrop  bridge,  one  hundred 
dollars  per  annum. 

Mr.  Whitmore  explained  that  this  section  covered 
a  new  plan  for  the  employment  of  the  assistants  of 
superintendents,  &c.  Heretofore  a  gross  sum  was 
voted  to  the  Superintendent,  who  employed  neces- 
sary assistants,  and  got  them  as  cheap  as  he  could. 
By  the  n-sw  plau  the  Superintendent  was  compelled 
to  hire  certain  assistants,  aud  pay  them  a  certain 
compensation. 

Mr.  Wharton  desired  to  look  into  the  matter  and 
withdrew  an  amendment  to  leduce  the  salaries,  aDd 
consented  to  the  adoption  of  tne  section  with  the  un- 
derstanding that  it  could  again  be  considered  on  the 
second  reading. 

The  various  sections  relating  to  bridges  were 
adopted. 

Mr.  Whitmore  presented  a  schedule  of  salaries 
paid  on  bridges,  prepared  by  the  City  Engineer,  and 
or  his  motion  it  was  ordered  printed. 

Superintendents. 

Section  25.  Superintendent  of  Sewers,  three  thous- 
and five  hundred  dollars,  and  the  use  of  a  horse  and 
vehicle. 

Superintendent  of  Streets,  four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  the  use  of  a  hor>e  and  vehicle. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  three  thous- 
and five  hundred  dollars,  and  the  use  of  one  horse 
and  vehicle  or  more. 

Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall,  five  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

Superintendent  of  Printing,  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Superintendent  of  Faneuil  H  ill  Market,  who  shall 
also  act  as  Inspector  of  Provisions,  two  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

Deputy  Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market, 
who  stall  also  act  as  Inspector  of  Provisions,  one 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Weigher  in  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

Day  Watchman  at  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  three  dol- 
lars per  day  for  each  and  every  day's  actual  service. 

The  Nigut  Watchmen  at  Faneuil  Hall  Market, 
three  dollars  each  for  every  night's  actual  service. 

Superintendent  of  Lamps,  three  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  the  use  of  a  horse  and  vehicle. 

Superintendent  of  the  East  Boston  Ferries,  two 
thousand  sever,  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Superintendent  of  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital,  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  and  house-room  and 
board  for  himself  and  family  in  said  hospital,  which 
shall  be  in  full  for  bis  services  as  said  superintend- 
ent, and  as  physician  to  all  the  public  Institutions  at 
South  Boston. 

Superintendent  of  Public  Grounds,  three  thousand 
dollars. 

Mr.  Wharton  moved  amendments  as  follows: 
Superintendent  of  Sewers,  $3000;  Superintendent 
of  Streets,  $3400;  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings, $3200;  Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall,  $500; 
Superintendent  of  Printing,  $2000;  Supeiintendent 
Of  Public  Grounds,  S2200. 

Mr.  Gove  moved  to  make  the  salary  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets,  $4000. 

Mr.  "Wharton's  amendment  of  salary  of  Superin- 
tendent of  Sewers  was  adopted,  38  for,  0  against. 

The  next  salary  considered  was  the  Superinten- 
dent of  Streets. 

Mr.  Gove— This  is  one  of  the  most  important  de- 
partments in  the  City  Government.  Perhaps  I  had 
better  say  I  have  no"personal  love  for  the  Superin- 
tendent. I  have  never  received  any  favors  from  him, 
and  have  none  to  ask  of  him.  There  is  an  expendi- 
ture of  over  a  million.  From  information  received 
some  time  ago  Mr.  tiarris  was  substantially  prom- 
ised last  year  a  salary  of  $4000  if  he  would  remain 
and  not  go  away  and  accept  a  proposition  which 
had  been  made. 

Mr.  Rogers— If  there  is  an  officer  iu  City  Hall 


whose  salary  should  be  increased,  it  is  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets.  I  hope  the  amendment  will 
prevail. 

Mr.  Swan  of  Ward  24—  I  hope  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  will  not  prevail.  I 
think  the  present  salary  sufficient.  If  Mr.  Harris 
was  promised  $4000  last  year,  if  he  would  remain, 
that  has  nothing  to  do  witu  this  government.  They 
could  not  bind  this  City  Council.  He  earns  the 
money  he  is  receiving  and  no  more.  And  I  think  he 
is  well  paid.  A=  we  have  acted  as  we  have  toward 
other  superintendents,  I  hope  the  motion  will  not 
prevail. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24—1  do  not  know  what  right 
one  City  Government  has  to  make  promises  for  the 
other.  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  cau  ap- 
preciate that.  Now,  sir,  as  regards  the  efficiency  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  I  have  no  doubt  he 
does  just  as  well  a;  he  knows  how.  But,  if  we  look 
at  our  main  thoroughfares  in  the  city  of  Boston  and 
compare  them  with  the  side  streets — I  speak  more 
particularly  of  the  Dorchester  District,  because  I  am 
better  acquainted  with  that  district  than  any  other — 
I  claim  that  many  of  the  thoroughfares  in  Dor- 
chester are  poorly  cared  for,  afjer  repeated  peti- 
tions from  the  inhabitants,  aud  urged  by  their  rep- 
resentatives. Another  tning:  1  believe  that  one 
point  in  the  efficiency  of  an  officer  is  civility.  I 
pretend  to  say  that  the  Paving  Departuisnt  is 
about  as  arrogant  as  any  other  department 
in  City  Hall.  When  they  disregard  the  orders  pass>d 
by  the  City  Government.  I  think  they  do  not  deserve 
an  increase  of  salary.  I  will  speak  of  a  personal  mat- 
ter, and  give  vou  an  instance  of  this  disregard  of  the 
orders  of  the  City  Council.  I  had  occasion  to  visit 
the  Department  of  Sireets  the  other  day,  as  a  labor- 
er had  been  discharged  from  work  and  wanted  his 
pay.  I  hardly  knew  how  to  get  it  for  him,  but  I  went 
to  the  Ci'y  Treasurer,  and  he  treated  me  in  a  gentle- 
manly maimer.  He  told  me  au  order  had  been  passed 
whereby  he  would  pay  the  man  it  I  would  jrer  an 
order  from  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  fwent 
there,  and  they  said  they  could  not  give  it  to  me,  and 
that  they  should  not  give  it  to  me.  I  was  treated  iu 
au  ungentlemanly  manner.  I  told  the  c.erk  I  didn't 
want  him  to  get  angry,  and  left  in  disgust,  i  have 
looked  the  matter  up  since  then,  and  find  that  on 
May  10th,  1869,  the  following  order  was  passed: 

"Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  is 
hereby  instructed  until  otherwise  ordered  to  pay  to 
discharged  employees  in  anticipation  of  the  monthly 
pay-rolls,  such  amounts  as  may  be  due  them  from 
the  city  for  services  rendered  tb  date  of  discharge, 
upon  orders  from  the  superintendents  of  the  several 
departments  under  which  they  were  employed. 

"Passed,  in  Board  of  Aldermen,  May  10, 1869. 

"Concurred,  in  Common  Council,  Slay  13,  18b9." 

I  went  with  an  order  from  the  Supeiintendeut  of 
the  Dorchester  Department,  and  the  Clerk  derliaed 
to  recognize  me.  in  fact  he  declined  to  give  me  any 
information  on  the  subject,  and  I  should  not  have 
been  informed  at  all  had  I  not  interviewed  Sir.  Tur- 
ner. I  consider  that  the  Superintendent  of  the  De- 
partment is  responsible  for  his  clerks.  Therefore, 
with  such  a  system  in  operation  in  his  department  I 
cannot  see  how  Sir.  Harris  is  deserving  of  any  more 
pay.    I  shall  decline  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Smith — If  there  is  any  man  in  the  employ  of 
the  city  who  deserves  an  increase  of  salary  it  is  this 
gentleman.  This  is  one  of  the  important  depart- 
ments, requires  a  man  of  a  good  deal  of  business 
capacity,  and  a  practical  civil  engineer;  besides 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  responsibility  and  risk.  The 
argument  applied  to  the  Treasurer  is  applicable 
here,  except  that  the  risk  is  entirely  on  the  side  of 
the  city.  I  believe  we  have  just  the  "man  ii>  that  de- 
partment we  ought  to  have,  r.e  is  a  competent,  in- 
telligent and  remarkably  capable  man.  He  employs 
from  1000  to  1500  men,  and  expends  an  appropriation 
of  about  a  million  dollars  every  year.  Itisall  virtually 
disbursed  by  the  Superintendent  of  Streets.  Now, 
sir,  he  is  said  to  be  a  poor  man,  which  is  evidence 
that  he  is  honest.  As  the  wo.-ld  goes,the  temptations 
of  office  are  about  enough  to  upset  the  self-denial 
of  about  50  per  cent,  of  the  men  who  occupy  such 
positions.  I  thiuk  this  man's  salary  should  be  raised 
somewhat.  He  has  been  offered  a  better  salary  out- 
side of  the  deportment,  and  at  the  earnest  solicita- 
tion of  members  of  the  City  Government  refused  it. 

Sir .  Whitmore— Has  the  position  been  filled,  and 
cau  he  still  have  it? 

Mr.  Smith — it  was  offered  to  him  a  year  ago.  I 
suppose  it  has  been  filled  since.  I  do  not  think  there 
is  a  more  important  department  iu  City  Hall,  and  I 
believe  four  thousand  dollars  is  not  too  much  salary 
for  tl  e  Superintendent. 

Sir.  Pope  of  Ward  9—1  understand  the  Sub-Tieas- 
urer  receives  $4500,  aud  has  to  handle  twenty-four 
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millions.  Now  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  thinks 
tne  Superintendent  of  Streets  in  Boston  should  re- 
ceivu  .slncii.  and  lie  bundles  one  million. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13—1  look  upon  Mr.  Harris  as 
a  superior  officer.  It  in  true,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  1  said,  we  would  not  now  have  his  service:, 
had  it  not  been  for  a  promise  made  to  him.  While 
the  offer  was  not  hiuding  upon  U3,  1  shall  vote  for 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Wakefield  of  Ward  23— As  I  understand,  last 
year  -Mr.  Harri-  went  to  the  Paving  Committee  and 
stated  that  he  bad  been  offered  a  larger  salary  than 
what  the  city  was  paying  him.  His  comu-i  tee  pro- 
posed that  il  be  wouid  remain  in  his  present  position 
he  should  have  his  salary  increased.  I  ihink  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  J4  has  made  out  a  very  poor 
case  80  'ar  as  the  Superintendent  is  concerned,  if  I 
had  been  in  his  place,  I  think  I  could  have  found  a 
better  way  to  obtain  redress  than  he  has  found  here. 
I  think  the  amendment  should  prevail,  i:  order  to 
kecu  the  promise  made  last  year. 

Mr.  Wliar'on— Tne  Superintendent  must  have 
known  that  such  a  promise  was  perfectly  worthless, 
and  he  nist  have  given  up  that  ottered  position  on 
wnat  he  knew  to  be  an  absolutely  worthless  promise. 
I  cannot  see  why  any  promise  of  that  kind  made  to 
him  should  be  binding  upon  us  m  any  sense  of  the 
word. 

.Mr.  Wakeh'eld — Suppose  the  Committee  on  Paving 
had  recommended  an  increase  of  the  salary  last  year, 
and  it  had  gone  through,  does  he  suppose  that  the 
members  of  'lie  I  ouneil  last  year,  who  are  members 
tiila  year,  would  not  have  been  bound  to  accept  the 
amendment  of  theg'.ntleman  from  Ward  1? 

Mr.  1-  itzpatrick— 1  ronsnl-r  that  the  strong  prom- 
ise made  to  the  gentleman  las'  year,  and  his  peculiar 
qualifications  for  the  p  wit  ion  should  be  considered. 
Alderman  Blade  stated  to  lie1  that  they  had  prom- 
ised thai  biff  salary  should  he  raised  it  he  would 
Btay,  1  think  mis  increase  is  a  very  just  one,  and 
hope  the  salary  will  be  mane  $4000. 

.Mr.  William's—  I  think  the  Cily  Council  will  no*  be 
acting  exactly  in  good  faith  to  make  the  salary  less 
than  $4000.  I  have  opposed  any  changes  from  the 
salaties  of  last  >  ear,  out  it  seems  to  me  that  it  a 
man  has  a  position  uttered  him  to  better  himself, 
and  the  city  ha-  saj,i  to  him,  "Don't  take  that 
place."  and  he  has  let  this  chance  go  by,  on  the 
strength  of  this  promise,  we  ought  not  to  cut  his 
salary  down,  especially  if  he  is  a  very  valuable  man. 

Mr.  Whitmore — 1  am  informed  that  all  thes°  offers 
la-t    year    were    made    before    die   Salary    oill   was 

gassed.  I  want  it  distinctly  understood  that  nothing 
a-  Been  shown  to  prove  there  was  a  bargain  of  anv 
kino.  I  neard  one  day  that  not  le-s  Ihao  six  or  seven 
heal-  of  departments  were  going  to  resign  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  positions  in  the  Telephone  Com- 
|jin> ,  the  Major  and  everybody  else.  Now  we  are 
told  there  wa-  a  promise  made  last  year,  as  a  reason 
for  ireaking  down  the  rule.  If  it  were  true  it  is  a 
thing  which  every  member  of  this  Council  ought  to 
vote  against,  for  it  is  an  unfair  a.d  unjust  arrange- 
ment. The  tiuie  to  make  the  increase  of  salary  was 
last  year.  The  idea  of  a  man  getting  up  and 
talking  about  a  promise  made  last  year  is 
S(  merhing  we  ought  not  to  listen  to.  There  lias 
not  been  a  word  spoken  here  to-night,  to  give  us  any 
evidence  there  was  such  a  bargain.  I  do  not  believe 
an  old  public  functionary  was  green  enough  to  give 
up  the  remotest  cbance  to  better  himself  lti  a  orivate 
corporation  on  the  mere  promise  of  the  committee. 
He  knew  too  much  for  tint.  Everything  stated  in 
the  Hoard  of  Aldermen  is  not  law  ami  gospel.  Some- 
time.- they  make  uiie-akes  down  there.  It  is  all  non- 
sense to  pretend  for  a  moment  that  we  are  bound  by 
any  promise.  I  don't  believe  any  promise  was  made. 
Audi  dout  believe  anybody  who  has  served  around 
City  Hall  ever  gave  up  a  chance  for  a  better  position, 
upon  the  mere  promise  made  by  a  committee. 
Mr.  Kigelow— Mr.  Hariis  told  me  he  had  been  of- 
-  inOO.  He  told  me  this  in  a  private  conversa- 
tion without  any  expectation  of  my  saving  anything 
about  it  in  this  Council.  Alderman  Slade  told  me 
the  Pavi  ig  Committee  assured  him  tney  would 
try  to  get  him  au  advance  of  salary  if  he  wouldn't 
go- 
Mr.  Maguire— We  know  that  no  promiss  made  by 
the  government  ln-r  yea?  is  binding  upon  us.  But  we 
D  ideiing salines  to-night.  It  seems  to  me  if 
anybody  is  entitled  to  our  consideration  it  is  Air. 
Harris.  When  you  commence  to  compare  him  with 
other  heads  of  departments,  why,  sir,  he  spends  mil- 
lioni  Where  they  spend  hundreds  of  thousands.  There 
is  nobody  more  efficient  in  his  position  than  Mr. 
Harris.  He  ha-  the  confidence  of  both  the  citizens 
OUteide  thit  ball,  and  the  members  of  the  govern- 
ment. I  heaitilv  com  in  with  the  gentleman  from 
Wardl.    In  187«  his -alary  was  83800,  and  we  know 


his  duties  are  more  arduous  now  than  they  were 
then.    For  these  reasons  I  shall  vote  for  $4000. 

Mr.  RosUoSby — I  hope  the  gentleman's  amendment 
will  not  prevail.  I  claim  that  the  $4500  which  has 
comedown  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  is  little 
enough  for  the  gentleman.  I  suppose  it  is  necessary 
for  every  gentleman  to  speak  on  this  question.  1 
find  the  gentlemen  to-night  wouldn't  vote  to  raise 
any  salary,  and  since  they  have  changed  their  minds 
I  think  we  should  show  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
that  we  will  do  as  well  s  they  have.  I  claim  that 
Mr.  Harris  will  he  tully  satisfied  with  $4500  and  I 
hope  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1 
will  not  prevail,  and  that  the  original  question  will 
be  aoopted. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  on  the  first  day  of  March,  1880,  Mr.  Davis,  the 
City  Engineer,  sent  in  his  resignation.  He  was  one 
of  the  men  taken  by  the  telephone  company.  If  any 
place  was  offered  to  Mr.  Harris  last  year,  it  was 
before  the  first  day  of  March.  If  there  was  any 
p.omise  made  in  regard  to  the  salary  the  time  to 
bring  it  up  was  last  year. 

Mr.  Gove's  amendment,  $4000,  was  declared  car- 
ried, the  vote  was  doubted,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whitmore  the  ->eas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  yeas  30,  nays  23: 

Yeas- -Bigelow,  Brimbecoui,  Brown,  H.  Clapp, 
Conned,  Dana,  Devlin,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Fisk,  Fitz- 
patrick,  Freeman,  Gove,  Harding,  Hart,  Hilton, Hos- 
lev,  Huntress,  t.anten,  Maguire  Mathews,  McCorin- 
icl-,  N.  M.  iviorrison,  P.  Morrison,  Rogers,  Smith, 
Teevao,  A'lles,  Wakefield,  Williams— 30. 

Nays— Bartlett, Beal,  Boyle,  H.  B.  Clapp.  Conliu, 
Costello,  Cronin.  Daly,  Denney.  Doherty,  Emery, 
Fame)!,  Ford,  Folan.  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  Murphy, 
Popej  Quigley.  Rosnosky,  Swan,  Welch,  Wharton, 
Whitmore— 23. 

Abseot  or  not  voting — Bailey,  Barry,  Bowker, 
Child,  Cotton,  J.  Doherty,  Greenough.  Lovell.  Mc- 
J.  A.  Langhlin,  McNamara,  Means,  Mullett,  Park- 
man.    Powers,    Pray.  Walsh,  Wheeler — 17. 

Mr.  Devlin  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

The  next  question  considered  was  Mr.  Wharton's 
amendment  to  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  buildings,  $3200. 

Mr.  Whitmore — 1  hope  the  amendment  will  not 
prevail.  I  think  it  will  be  an  outrageous  thing  to 
cast  such  a  slight  upon  such  an  old  public  ser- 
vant as  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Build- 
ings. There  is  not  a  word  that  can  be  said 
for  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  that  cannot 
be  said  with  equal  force  for  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings  I  can  see  in  the  vote  just  taken 
the  beginning  of  trouble  for  the  next  meeting.  The 
stand  taken  by  various  members  has  been  in  favor  of 
standing  bv  the  old  salaries,  and  nothing  else.  There 
is  no  need  of  reducing  the  increase  made  by  -he 
Board  of  Aldermen  in  regard  to  the  salary  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  and  1  hope  the 
motion  will  not  prevail.  I  move  that  when  the  vote 
be  taken  it  be  by  yeas  and  navs. 

Mr.  Claim  <-f  Ward  24— In  the  year  and  a  half  that 
I  have  been  in  the  City  Government  I  have  come  in 
contact  with  the  S"perintendent  nl  Public  Build- 
ings, and  have  found  him  well  qualified  and  in- 
formed. He  is  a  man  that  many  cemmittees  have  to 
resort  to  tor  information.  I  should  be  willing  to 
pay  him  $4000  a  year.  He  is  as  deserving  as  any 
other  man  in  City  Hall.  Much  as  I  dislike  to  dis- 
agree with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  n,  I  trust 
there  will  be  no  reduction  made  m  the  salary  of  this 
Superintendent,  and  that  we  shall  pay  him  at  least 
$3500. 

Mr.  Huntress—It  seems  very  ill-timed  tor  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  to  express  himself  so  forcibly 
at  this  stage,  after  going  through  the  bill.  It  seems 
to  me  if  ever  there  was  a  vote  decided  calmly  and 
coolly,  it  was  that  upon  the  salary*  of  the  Sn'pei-u- 
tendent  of  Streets.  I  cannot  see  any  motive  that  the 
gentleman  has  to  impede  the  progress  by  making  the 
suggestions  he  has. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  want  the  gentleman  to  point  to  a 
case  where  there  has  been  a  raise  before  that  one. 
The  reason  things  have  gone  along  peaceably  has 
been  that  there  has  been  a  plan  adopted— whether 
good  or  not;  but  it  is  a  fixed  plan.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  11  has  got  up  and  stated  that  he  did  not 
intend  to  go  into  the  abstract  merits  of  thecase,hutto 
stand  by  the  rale.  It  went  along  until  wecame  to  the 
man  who  has  the  most  patronage  in  City  Hall.and  then 
a  vote  was  taken  to  put  up  his  salary.  That  is  the 
truth  of  the  matter.  This  in  the  first  man  who  has 
large  patronage  in  his  hands,  and  he  is  started  on  the 
raise.  If  we  had  started  on  the  principle  of  voting 
an  increase  of  salary  according  to  what  a  man  die, 
that    would    be   one  thing;    but  the  gentleman  from 
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Ward  11  has  taken  the  stand  not  to  increase  salaries 
from  last  year.  We  have  refused  small  sums  that 
woul.<  have  been  grateful  to  the  people  who  would 
have  recehed  them.  We  refuses  sums  granted  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen.  I  say  again  that  such  ac- 
tion would  not  have  token  place  enidier  in  the  even- 
ing. We  have  stayed  too  late,  perhaps.  We  found 
a  man  having  a  large  amount  of  patronage,  and  the 
plan  we  had  adopted  nas  thrown  aside.  Now  let  us 
act  upon  the  merits  of  the  case.  We  can  do  it  at  the 
next  meeting.  The  moment  that  vole  was  passed  the 
whole  agreement  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
11  and  his  friends  has  falle"  down. 

Mr.  Smith— The  office  of  Superintendent  of  Streets 
is  one  of  large  patronage,  and  that  is  exactly  why  I 
advocated  a  large  salary  lor  it.  Under  an  improper 
Superintendent  that  uepartment  could  be  turned 
into  a  large  political  machine.  But  under  this  gen- 
tleman it  cannot  be.  That  is  exactly  my  reason  for 
voting  the  increase. 

Mr.  Huntress— I  do  not  understand  this  talk  about 
plans  and  bargains.  I  was  sent  here  to  vote  accord- 
ing to  my  opinions.  My  colleague  from  Ward  11 
voted  against  an  increase  of  salaries,  and  my  other 
colleague  voted  with  me  in  rhat  matter.  I  voted  as 
1  believed  to  be  right  and  proper.  1  know  no  other 
rule.  If  we  don't  come  here  to  vote  for  what  is 
right,  we  have  no  business  here.  That  is  the  reason 
my  vote  was  recorded  as  it  was. 

Mr.  Gove— Perhaps  it  is  advisable  for  me  to  make 
a  statement.  I  have  not  had  any  patronage  from  the 
Superintendent.  I  have  been  to  him  twice  to  ask  for 
some  tickers  and  did  not  get  them.  I  have  no  per- 
sonal love  for  the  man,  but  I  believe  he  is  a  good 
man  and  an  efficient  officer. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  od  Mr.  Wharton's 
amendment  to  make  the  salarv  of  the  Superinten- 
dent of  Public  Buildings  $3200,  and  it  was  lost,  yeas 
19,  nays  24: 

Yeas — Beal,  Boyle,  Costello,  Dana,  Emery,  Far- 
well,  Fisk, Ford, Freeman.  Folan,  Harding,  Huntress, 
Mathews,  Murphv,  Pope,  Quigley,  Smith,  Wharton, 
Williams— 19. 

Nays— Bigelow,  Brimbecom,  Brown,  H.  Clapp,  H. 
B.  Clapp,  Connell,  Crnnin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Dudley, 
Eddy,  Gove,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Lauten,  Maguire, 
Jf.  M.  Morrison,  Rosno-ky,  Swan,  Teevi-n,  Viles, 
Wakefield,  Welch,  Whitmore— 24. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Bailey,  Barry,  Bartlett, 
Bowker,  Child, Conlin,  Cotton,  Daly,  Denny,  Devlin, 
J.  Doherty,  Fitznatrick,  Greenougn,  Loved,  McCor- 
niick,  J.  4.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  Mc- 
Namara,  Means,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Parkman, 
Powers,  Pray,  Rogers,  Walsh,  Wheeler— 27. 

Mr.  Gove— I  rise  to  a  personal  explanalion.  It  has 
been  said  that  the  reason  so  many  voted  to  increase 
the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  is  beciuse 
of  the  patronage  connected  with  th3  office.  If  it  is 
said  that  such  is  the  fact  of  members  of  the  Council 
generally,  I  want  to  say  that  I  do  not  believe  it.  If 
it  is  said  ol  me  personally,  it  is  false,  and  I  don't  care 
who  says  it.  Furthermore,  so  far  as  the  patronage 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  is>  concerned,  what 
he  can  give  to  Ward  1  does  not  amount  to  shucks. 
We  have  but  few  there  who  work  for  the  city ;  it  does 
not  make  a  particle  of  difference  whether  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets  should  attempt  to  control  an 
election  iu  Ward  1  or  not,  except  with  a  very  few 
votes.  lam  sorry  the  matter  came  up,  but  as  1  made 
the  motion  I  think  1  should  sav  what  I  have  said. 

Mr.  Wharton  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

Mr.  Huntress — I  io  not  know  that  it  is  becoming 
in  members  to  rise  and  make  personal  explanations, 
but  I  want  to  say  that  I  don't  know  Mr.  Harris, 
never  was  in  his  office,  and  never  asked  him  for  a 
favor,  and  never  expect  to. 

Mr.  Whitmore — Personal  explanations  seem  to  be 
the  rule.  I  should  oe  very  glad  to  hear  from  the 
other  gentlemen  who  voted  lor  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — I  rise  to  make  a  personal  explana- 
tion. Membeis  are  aware  that  I  have  no  patronage 
from  the  Paving  Department.  The  reason"  I  wanted 
$4500  was  I  did  not  desire  to  cut  nini  d:>wn.  Gentle- 
men can  bear  witness  that  if  I  ask  for  a  ticket  1 
canuot  get  one.  I  claim  that  the  gentleman  was  en- 
titled to  it. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  2— As  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  1  has  made  an  explanation  in  regard  to  the 
patronage  for  Ward  1, 1  want  to  say  that  I  am  in 
Ward  2,  and  I  can  say  that  the  patronage  in  East 
Boston  goes  more  to  Ward  1  thau  to  Ward  2. 

The  question  then  came  upon  Mr.  Wharton's 
amendment  to  make  the  salary  of  Superintendent  of 
Printing  $2000. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  desire  to  say  a  few 
words  in  regard  to  the  Superintendent  of  Printing. 
This  department  has  grown  into  large  proportions, 
and  is  growing  larger  every  year.    This  gentleman 


was  appointed  in  1871,  and  was  told  by  the  Chairman 
of  the  Printing  Committee  that  the  salary  would  be 
S3000  or  $3500.  His  salary  was  aiterwards  fixed  at 
$2500.  It  was  an  experiment  to  see  if  the  city 
would  save  anything.  It  has  proved  a  success.  In- 
stead of  toe  salary  hems  increase  1  it  has  been  re- 
duced to  $2000,  or20  per  cent,  on  $2500,  while  other 
departments  were  reduced  10  per  cent,  at  the  same 
time.  The  business  transacted  for  the  past  10  years 
amounts  to  $750,000.  I  really  think  the  Superin- 
tendent is  entitled  to  more  than   $2000. 

Mr.  Wharton's  anieudmeLt  was  adopted  by  a  ris- 
ing VOte. 
Mr,  Whitmoie  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 
Mr.  Wharton  moved  that  the  salarv   of  Superin- 
tendent of  Faneuil  Hall  Market  by  $2200. 
Mr.  Hilton  moved  that  it  be  $2400.    Lost. 
Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  mane  it  $2300. 
Mr.  Hilton  thought  that  here  was  a  deserving  case, 
if  the  Council  desired  to  compensate  men  for  the 
services  rendered.    This  officer  has  to  be  there  at 
sunrise  every  morning  and  stay  until  5%  every  after- 
noon, and  till  9V2  on  Saturdays. 
Mr.  Brimbecom  endorsed  what  Mr.  Hilton  said. 
Mr.  Bigelrw  was  sorry  he  could  not  take  the  $1500 
paid  to  the  Inspector  of  Provisions,  and  give  it  to 
this  >uperintendent. 
The  amendment  ot  Mr.  Whitmore  was  lost. 
The    amendment    of    Mr.    Wharton,    $2200,    was 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wharton,  the  salary  of  the  Dep- 
uty Superinteudent  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market  was 
fixed  at  $1300. 

Mr.  Fitzpatriek  moved  to  amend  so  that  the  salary 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  should  be  $3000. 
Lost.| 

Mr.  Rosnosky  thought  this  Superintendent  was 
entitled  to  $3500.  He  has  as  wed  managed  a  depart- 
ment a?  any  other  officer. 

On  motion  ot  Mi'.  Wharton  the  salary  of  the  Super- 
inl  endent  of  Lamps  was  fixed  at  $2800. 

Mr.  Wharton  moved  to  fix  the  salary  of  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Grounds  at  $2200. 

Mr.  Devliu  moved  to  make  it  $2500,  having  always 
felt  that  this  salary  is  too  low. 

Mr.  Maguire  said  people  well  versed  in  the  busi- 
ness think"  be  is  well  paid.  Three  or  four  first-class 
gardeners  want  to  take  the  position  at  w  hat  he  is  re- 
ceiving. 

Mr.  Doherty  thoughtany  of  those  gentlemen  would 
be.glad  to  have  their  pay  raised  if  they  got  the  position 
Mr.  Wharton  called  attention  to  the  large  number 
of  applicants  for  the  position  wnen  it  was  vacant. 

Mr.  Doherty,  of  Ward  2,  said  he  was  not  thinkiug 
of  Mr.  Doogue  so  much  as  he  was  the  office  of  City 
Forester,  which  should  have  a  salary  of  $2500. 

Mr.  Pope  said  he  could  see  no  reason  why  the  City 
Forester  should  receive  more  than  $2000,  when  the 
City  Treasurer  of  Sati  Francisco  is  paid  only  $2400. 
Mr.  Devlin's  amendment  was  rejected. 
Mr.  W^harton's  amendment,  $2200,  was  adopted. 
The  section  was  adopted  as  amended. 

Assessors'  Department. 
Section    26.  Chairman  of   Board  of  Principal  As- 
sessors, four  thousand  dollars. 

Secretary  ot  said  board,  three  thousaud  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

Each  of  the  other  members  of  said  board,  three 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

The  above  sums  to  include  the  allowance  provided 
for  by  the  General  Statutes  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  First  Assistant  Assessors,  seven  dollars,  and 
the  salary  of  the  Second  Assistant  Assessors,  five 
dollars,  for  each  ami  every  day  of  actual  service 
while  engaged  iu  street  duty  or  revising  assessments; 
and  a  further  sum  of  three  hundred  aud  fifty  dollars 
to  each  Fir?t  Assistant  Assessor,  for  attending  all  the 
sessions  of  the  Board  ot  Assessors,  and  the  First  As- 
sistants: and  for  non-attendance  there  shall  be  de- 
ducted a  pro  rata  amount.  The  amount  of  service 
rendered  oy  the  several  Assistant  Assessors  shall  be 
certified  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  in  such  a 
manner  as  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Assessors' 
Department  shall  order. 

On   motion  of  Mr.  Gove  the  sectioii  was  amended 
by  making  the  salary  of  the  Chairman  and  Secretary 
$3200,  and  the  other'three  Principal  Assessors  $2700'. 
A  motion  by  Mr.  Gove  to  make  the  salaries  $3500 
and  $3000  was  lost. 
The  section  as  emended  was  adopted. 
Sectioii  27.  The  sessions  of  the  Board  of  Assessors 
and  Assisstant  Asaessors  shall   be  held  daily,  begin- 
ning on  the  sixteenth  day  of  June,  and  shall  not  ter- 
minate sooner  than  the  seventh  of  August,  uuless 
dissolved  by  the  Board  of  Assessors.    Adopted. 
Count ii  Qfflcers. 
Section  2S.  The  Auditor  and  Treasurer  shall  pa\ 
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to  the  several  officers  of  Suffolk  county  toe  amounts 
prescribed  by  law  to  be  paid  by  the  county  of  Suf- 
folk.   Adopted. 

Mr.  Wliitmore  moved  to  further  amend   the  ordi- 
nance by  adopting  Section  27  of  City  Document  94, 
as  a  part  of  this  ordinance,  as  follows: 
Police  Department, 

Section  29.  Superintend-nt,  three  thousand  dol 
lars. 

Deputy  Superintendent,  two  thousand  three  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Probation  Officer,  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

Captains,  each  four  dollars  per  day. 

Chief  Inspector,  four  dollars  per  day. 

Inspectors  and  Lieutenants,  each  three  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  day. 

Assistant  Inspectors,  each  three  dollars  per  day. 

Seigeants,  e-'ch  three  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents 
per  day. 

House  Watchmen,  each  three  dollars  per  day. 

Clerk  to  Superintendent,  fifteen  hnn'jred  dollars. 

Clerk  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Property  Clerk,  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

Patrolmen  in  the  police  force,  appointed  prior  to 
the  twenty-seventh  day  of  March,  1877,  shall  be  at 
the  rate  of  three  dollars  per  day.     Patrolmen   ap- 

Sointed  subsequent  to  the  twenty-seventh  day  of 
larch,  1877,  shall,  for  the  first  year's  service,  be  at 
the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  day;  for 
the  second  year's  service,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
and  seventy-five  cents  per  day;  and  for  the  third  anil 
each  succeeding  year  of  service,  at  the  rate  of  three 
dollars  per  day.    Adopted. 

The  amended  ordinance  was  then  substituted  for 
Doc.  90.  and  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.   Smith  moved  to  suspend  the  rule.    Lest- -8 
for,  22  against,  two-thirds  being  necessary. 
PAY  OF  LABORERS. 

Mr.  Dohcrty  called  up  the  special  assignment  for 
7.45,  viz.:  An  ordinance  to  provide  for  the  pay  of 
laborers  in  city  departments. 

Mr.  Wharton  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

Mr.  Whaitou  moved  to  specially  assign  the  ordi- 
nance to  the  next  meeting.    Lost— 20  for,  29  against. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  and  a  reconsideration 
was  refused.    Sent  up. 

FREE   CONCERTS. 

An  order  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men providing  for  a  special  committee  and  an  appro- 
priation of  $1000  additional  for  free  concerts. 

.Mr.  Maguire  asked  if  that  order  was  properly  be- 
fore them,  in  accordance  with  Joint  Rule  18. 

the  ("hair  ruled  that  it  was  not,  and  directed  that 
it  be  letnrned  to  the  otiier  branch,  and  it  was  voted 
that  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  call  their  attention  to 
the  fact  that  it  had  not  been  passed  in  accordance 
with  the  rule. 

MAHCELLA-STREET   HOME. 

Mr.  Freeman  called  up  toe  special  assignment,  9 

o'clock  P.  M.,  viz.: 

Order  to  set  apart  for  the  Marcella-street  Home 
125,200  square  feet  (more  or  less)  of  land  adjoining 
the  grounds  of  said  Home,  and  to  place  the  same  in 
charge  of  the  Directors  of  Public  Institutions. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

Mr  Freeman  moved  to  reconsider.  Lost.  Sent 
up. 

THE  WATER  SUPPLY  INVESTIGATION. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  City  Clerk  that  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  held  July  25, 
1881,  the  order  proposing  a  joint  committee  to  in- 
quire into  and  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  existing  im- 
purity in  the  water  supply  "failed  to  pass." 

Mr.  Means  moved  that  the  Council  adhere  to  their 
former  vote. 

Mr.  Wliitmore  said  he  understood  there  had  been 
BOme  change  of  sentiment  in  the  other  branch,  and 
on  hi-  motion  'he  paper  was  ordered  sent  up,  asking 
for  a  committee  of  conference  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

si I'l'LEMENTARY   READING    FOR   PUBLIC   SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  Dudley ,of  Ward  -'.submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Library,  recommending  the 
pas-age  of  the  order  authorizing  tfie  expeuditute  of 
S1000  for  supplying  supplementary  reading  matter  to 
the  public  schools. 

Specially  assigned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wliitmore,  to 
the  next  meeting. 

LEAVE   TO   WITHDRAW. 

Mr.  Lsuten,  of  Ward  14,  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving  of  the  Common  Council, 
of  leave  to  withdraw  on   the    petition  of   Thomas 


Kelley,  fo  be  allowed  the  whole  or  a  portion  of  his 
wages  while  unable  to  work,  on  account  of  injuries 
received  while  emploved  in  the  Paving  Department. 
Accepted. 

511.  HOPE  CEMETERY. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  gave  notice  tliat  at  the  next  meet- 
ing he  should  call  for  a  report  from  the  Committee 
on  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  on  the  petition  of  certain 
laborers  for  a  hearing.' 

Mr.  Freeman  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 
THE  PROPOSED  EXCURSION. 

The  following  was  received: 

Office  of  the  City  .Messenger,  July  28, 1881. 
Hod.  Andrew  J.  Bailey,  President  of  the  Common 

Council. 

Dear  Sir,— In  accordance  with  the  reques 
of  the  Common  Council  of  July  14th,  aud  at  the  re- 
quest of  several  members  who  have  expressed  a  de- 
sire to  visit  Saratoga  Springs,  New  York,  some  time 
next  week,  I  have  ascertained  that  the  members  who 
desire  to  visit  the  above  place  can  leave  Boston  via 
Fitcbburg  Railroad  at  9.45  A.  M.,  arriving  at  Sara- 
toga at  4.30  P.  M.  Accommodations  can  be  had  at 
Congress  Hall,  which  will  include  board  for  two 
days,  an  early  dinner  the  day  the  party  return;  on 
the  3u  day  the  party  can  leave  at  1  P.  M.  and  arrive 
in  Boston  at  9.30  P.  M.  The  excursion  will  occupy 
three  days  and  two  nights,  and  the  assessment  for 
forty  or  more  persons  will  be  as  follows: 

Railroad  fares  to  and  from,  $5;  hotel  accommoda- 
tions, S8:  making  a  total  of  #13  for  each  person, 
which  will  not  include  any  extras  outside  of  what  is 
mentioned.  Should  the  Council  desire  to  lake  this 
proposed  trip,  it  is  desirable  that  it  sijould  ne  known 
as  soon  as  possible,  a-  the  hotels  are  filling  up  quite 
fast,  so  that  the  details  can  be  arranged. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  H.  Peters,  City  Messenger. 

Placed  on  file  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick. 

Mr.  Pope,  of  Ward  9,  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  order  passed  on  the 
14th  inst.  as  provides  that  rhe  expense  of  the  pro- 
posed excursion  of  the  Common  Council  shall  be 
borne  by  the  members  who  participate,  be  and  the 
same  hereby  is  rescinded. 

Ordered,  That  the  expense  attending  said  excur- 
sion, not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $1000,  be  and  the 
sume  is  hereby  appropriated  from  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  Common  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  and  hereby 
is  directed  to  invite  the  officers  of  the  Common 
Council  and  tne  regular  reporters  of  the  proceedings 
to  take  part  in  said  excursion. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  instructed  to 
furnish  a  reasonable  lunch  at  eleven  o'clock. 

Ordered,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  City  Council 
the  action  of  the  Police  Commissioners  in  issuing 
General  Order  No.  27,  requiring  the  members  of  the 
Police  Department  to  procure  helmets  was  inexpedi- 
ent at  this  time. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Mr.  Oove  thought  there  had  been  junketing 
enough  this  year,  and  he  did  not  think  the  people 
sent  them  there  to  spend  their  money  for  such  a  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  Pope  gave  some  statistics  of  the  amount  speat 
in  previous  years  for  excursions  by  the  City  Council. 
ana  for  the  entertainment  of  guests  in  the  city.  He 
was  perfectly  willing  to  go  before  his  constituents 
after  offering  such  an  order,  and  stake  his  political 
future  on  it . 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  lost. 

The  orders  were  ordered  to  a  second  reading  and 
put  upon  their  passage. 

.Mr.  Gove  thought  the  orders  ought  to  be  killed 
right  there. 

Mr.  Romosliy  thought  members  ought  to  stand  up 
man  fashion  and  kill  the  orders,  rather  than  try  to 
leave  the  chamber  without  a  quorum. 

Air.  Hart  said  they  were  ridiculous  orders  to  pre- 
sent, and  a  disgrace  to  the  City  Council 

Mr.  Wliitmore  thought  Mr.  Hart  felt  a  little  as  he 
did  an  hour  or  so  ago. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brimbecom  the  yeas  and  na.ts 
were  ordered.  The  orders  were  rejected  ;  yeas  1, 
nays  43: 

Yeas— Pope— 1. 

Nays— Barry,  Bartlett,  Beal,  Boyle,  Brimbecom, 
H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Connell,  Costello, 
Dalv,  Dana,  Denny,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doberty,  Emery, 
Fisk,  Fitzpatrick,  Ford,  FreemaD,  Folan,  Oove' 
Harding,  Hart,  Huntress,  Lauten,  Maguire,  McCorl 
miclt,  P.  J.  McLaughlin.  Means,  N.  M.  Morrison 
P.  Morrison,  Murplrj,  Powers,  Quigley,  Rogers' 
Smith,  Swan,  Teevan,  Viles,  Wakefield,  Welch' 
Wliitmore— 43. 
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Absent  or  not  voting—  Bailey,  Bigelow,  Bowker, 
Brown,  Child,  Cotton,  Cronin,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley, 
Eddy,  Farwell,  Greenough,  Hilton,  tlosiey,  Loveil, 
Mathews,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Mullett, 
Parkman,  Pray,  Rosnosky.Walsh,  Wharton, Wheeler, 
Williams— 26. 

BREAKFAST  DENIED. 

Mr.  Maguire  offered  an  order— That  the  City  Mes- 
senger provide  breakfast  in  the  ante-room  for  the 
members  of  the  Common  Council.  Indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

PROPOSED  TRIP  TO  LAKE  WTNNIPISEOGEE. 

Mr.  Maguire  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  a  special  committee,  consisting  of 
the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Water,  on  the  part 
of  this  branch,  be  appointed  to  make  arrangements 


for  a  visit  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  to  Lake  Winnipiseogee,  in  order  thaj 
a  suitable  opportunity  may  be  had  to  obtain 
all  needful  information  to  enable  the  Coun- 
cil to  act  intelligently  on  the  subject  of  ob- 
taining from  said  lake  a  suDply  of  pure  water 
for  the  City  of  Boston.  Said  committee  are 
hereby  directed  to  invite  the  reporters  of  the 
proceedings  to  participate  in  said  visit,  so  that  the 
public  may  be  kept  informed  of  the  knowledge 
which  the  Council  will  acquire,  and  the  conclusions 
at  which  it  will  arrive  during  its  absence  from  the 
city.  The  expense  attending  said  visit  to  be  charged 
to  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Common  Council. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Huntress,  of  Ward 
11. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON, 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

AUGUST    3,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Andrew  J. 
Bailey,  President,  in  the  chair. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

1.  An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  ia  rela- 
tion to  the  regulation  and  inspection  of  buildings. 

Passed  over  as  among  debatable  matters,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12.  The  subject  was 
considered  later  in  the  session.  Mr.  Whitmore  ex- 
plained that  the  subject  of  petitioning  the  legislature 
for  an  amendment  to  the  law  was  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances.  The  City  Council  had  the 
right  to  extend,  but  not  to  decrease  the  building 
limits,  and  it  was  considered  desirable  by  some  to 
have  the  act  amended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the  first  meet- 
ing in  October. 

Visit  to  Lake  Winnipiseogee. 

2.  Order  lor  a  visit  of  the  Common  Council,  etc.,  to 
Lake  Winnipiseogee. 

Mr.  Greenough  moved  to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  amend  so  that  it  should 
read  "City  Council,"  instead  o£  Common  Council, 
and  that  the  expense  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  incidentals,  instead  of  contingent  fund  of  the 
Common  Council. 

Mr.  Greenough  said  the  Committee  on  Water  were 
prepared  to  show  the  preposterousness  of  attempting 
to  get  water  from  Lake  Winnipiseogee,  and  he  hoped 
they  would  not  put  the  city  to  the  expense  and  them- 
selves to  the  odium  of  such  an  excursion. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  he  had  been  surprised  to  see 
the  favorable  comments  of  the  newspapers  on  the 
subject.  He  had  also  learned  that  one  or  two  of  the 
Aldermen  favored  it,  and  they  ought  to  have  a 
chance  to  pronounce  on  it. 

Mr.  Greenough  desired  the  matter  laid  on  the 
table  until  after  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Water  had  been  presented. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  suggested,  and  Mr. Whitmore  moved 
a  special  assignment  to  9y2  o'clock  P.  M.,  which  was 
carried. 

Salaries   of  City    Officers. 

3.  An  amended  ordinance  establishing  the  salaries 
of  city  officers,  printed  City  Doc.  No.  108. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  ordinance 
as  amended. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— Mindful  of  the  fact 
that  we  struggled  with  this  document  so  long  the 
other  evening,  I  think  it  would  be  proper  to  test  the 
sense  of  the  Council  as  to  accepting  the  results  ob- 
tained the  other  evening.  Before  moving  the  pre- 
0  vious  question  I  wish  to  move  two  or  three  amend- 
ments which  will  not  affect  any  salary  which 
has  been  passed  upon.  I  find  on  examina- 
tion of  the  document,  that  two  or  three  sections 
should  not  be  there,  because  they  treat  of  matters 
which  cannot  be  fixed  by  ordinance,  and  if  fixed  at 
all  by  the  City  Council  must  be  fixed  by  an  annual 
order.  I  wish  to  cite  chapter  229  of  the  Acts  of 
1881 ,  which  is  our  authority  for  making  this  ordin- 
ance: 

"Sec.  1.  The  City  Council  of  Boston  may  pass  ordi- 
nances prescribing  the  duties  and  fixing  the  conden- 
sation of  officers  for  whose  appointment  or  election 
they  are  now  or  may  hereafter  be  authorized  to  pro- 
vide." 

In  the  Isalarybill  we  have  before  us,  there  are  a 
few  sections  in  which  we  have  undertaken  to  pro- 
vide for  the  salaries  of  officers  for  whose  appoint- 
ment we  are  not  authorized  to  provide.  The 
number  is  very  small,  aud  in  asking  the  Coun- 
cil to  strike  them  out  of  the  ordinance,  I  shall  offer 
also  an  order  comprising  tne  same  items.  It  is  merely 
a  matter  of  form  and  not  of  substance.  Sec.  14  relates 
to  the  Harbor  Master,  an  officer  we  do  not  elect. 
The  Sealers  and  Deputy  Sealers  of  Weights  and 
Measures  are  not  elected  or  appointed  by  us.  Nei- 
ther are  the  Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market, 
and  his  Deputy.  Yet  we  have  the  po<ver  to  fix 
their  salaries,  probably  under  the  head  of  Inspectors 
of  Provisions.  The  Superintendent  of  Lamps  is  an 
officer  appointed  under  a  special  law.  My  attention 
was  called  to  the  matter  by  Alderman  O'Brien,  and  1 


think  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  not  only  the  ap 
pointment,  but  the  compensation  of  that  particular 
officei  belongs  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  In  the 
same  category  I  would  include  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Commmissioners  on  the  Sinking  Fund;  heis  not  elect- 
ed byus.  There  are  several  officers  provided  for  by  law 
who  are  appointed  by  the  Mayor  and  Boar  1  of  Alder- 
men. These  will  be  found  mentioned  in  the  fourth 
chapter  of  the  revision  of  the  ordinances,  prepared 
last  year.  I  will  not  take  up  time  by  reading  them, 
because  they  do  not  concern  us,  but  they  are  the  in- 
spectors of  various  articles  of  coal,  oil.  leather,  wood 
and  bark,  and  i*  is  provided  by  the  statutes  that  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  shall  fix  their  fees.  The  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  have  the  appointing  power,  and  yet 
those  officers  are  distinctly  the  servants  of  the  city. 
As  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have  no  power  by  statute 
to  fix  their  salaries,  it  seems  reasonable  to  believe 
that  the  City  Council  can  do  so  as  heretofore.  But 
as  I  have  said,  the  distinction  which  has  been  made 
between  an  ordinance  and  an  order  is  such  that  it  is 
desirable  to  strike  out  these  few  items  from  the  ordi- 
nance, and  instead  of  that  to  pass  an  order  which 
will  have  to  be  renewed  from  year  to  year,  but  which 
will  be  exactly  the  same  thing". 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  Sections  11  and  15 
were  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  strike  from  Section  7  the 
words : 

"The  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  on 
the  Sinking  Funds,  beginning  on  the  1st  dav  of  June. 
1881,  §700." 

Mr.  Whitmore  also  moved  to  amend  Section  7  by 
striking  out  ".$4300,"  as  the  salary  of  the  City  Treas- 
urer, and  inserting  "$5000."  He  said  that  he  had 
also  prepared  an  order  providing  that  the  salary  of 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Funds,  if  he  be  the 
City  Treasurer,  shall  be  $1. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  called  for  a  division  of  the  question, 
and  the  question  was  first  put  upon  striking  out  $4300 
and  inserting  $5000. 

Mr.  Greenough  moved  to  amend  by  fixing  the  sal- 
ary of  the  City  Treasurer  at  $6500. 

Mr.  Whitmore  hoped  that  amendment  would  be 
withdrawn,  until  the  form  of  the  ordinance  as  pro- 
posed in  his  amendment  was  acted  on.  He  did  not 
wish  to  see  merely  formal  amendments  mixed  up  with 
the  question  of  salaries. 

Mr.  Greenough — I  do  not  want  to  give  this  up  with- 
out trying  once  more  to  fix  the  salary  of  the  Treas- 
urer at  a  proper  sum.  It  can  be  settled  now  without 
debate.    It  may  as  well  be  done  now  as  at  any  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W  hitniore  the  main  question  was 
ordered  on  the  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Greenough  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered,  and  his  amendment,  $6500,  was  lost, 
yeas  26,  nays  28: 

Yeas — Beal,  Bigelow,  Brimbecom,  Brown,  Daly, 
Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Freeman,  Greenough, 
Harding,  Hart,  Hilton,  Lauten,  McCormick,  P.  J. 
McLaughlin,  N.  M.  luorrisou,  Parkinan,  Pope, 
Pratt,  leevan,  Viles,  Walsh,  Welch,  Wheeler,  Whit- 
more—26. 

Nays— Bartlett,  Boyle,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  Conlin, 
Connell,  Costello,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Devlin,  C.  F. 
Doherty,  Farwell,  Fisk,  Ford,  Folan,  Gove,  Hosley, 
Maguire,  Mathews,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Murphy, 
Pray,  Quigley,  Rosnosky,  Smith,  Swan,  Wakefield 
—28. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Bowker,  H.  B. 
Clapp,  Dana,  Denney,  J.  Doherty,  Fitzpatrick, 
Huntress,  Lovell,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  McAamara, 
Means,  Powers,  Rogers,  Wharton,  Williams— 16. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ward  21,  moved  a  reconsideration. 
Lost. 

Mr.  Hart  moved  io  amend  bv  making  the  salary 
$6000.  Declared  lost,  27  for,  28  against,  and  on  mo- 
tion of  tit.  Hart  a  verification  was  ordered  by  yeas 
and  nays.    The  amendment  was  lost,  yeas  26,  nays  30: 

Yeas — Beal,  Bigelow,  Brimbecom,  Brown,  Child, 
Daly,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Freeman,  Greenough, 
Harding,  Hart,  Hilton,  McCormick,  P.  J.  McLaugh- 
lin, N.  M.  Morrison,  1'arkman,  Pope,  Pratt,  Teevan, 
Viles,  Walsh,  Welch,  Wheeler,  Wliitmore— 26. 

Nays — Bartlett,  Bowker,  Boyle,  H.  Clapp,  Conlin, 
Connell,  Costelio,Cotton,  Cronin,  Devlin,  C.F.Doher- 
ty,  Farwell, Fisk,  Foid, Folan, Gove, Hosley,  Lauten, 
Maguire,  Mathews,  McNamara,  P.  Morrison,  Mul- 
lett, Murphy,  Pray,  Quiglev,  Rosnosky,  Smith, 
Swan,  Wakefield— 30. 

ADseut  or  not  voting— Barry,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Dana, 
Denny,  J.  Doherty,  Fitzpatrick,  Huntress,  Lovell, 
J.  A.  McLaughlin,  Means,  Powers,  Rogers,  Whar- 
ton, Williams — 14. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  amendment,  $5000  instead  of  S4400, 
was  declared  adopted,  25  for,  23  against,  whereupon, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Rosnosky,  of  Ward  16,  a  verifica- 
tion was  ordered  by  yeas  and  nays. 
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Mr.  Whitmore  again  explained  that  his  intention 
was  to  strike  out  the  84800  and  insert  «5000  a?  the 
salary  of  the  Ci  y  Treasure) ,  aid  also  to  strike  out 
the  part  relating  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking 
Funiis,  mid  if  those  amendments  be  adopted,  to  offer 
an  order  tixtog  the  salary  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Sinking  Funds  at  one  dollar, so  th'.t  MiejcompeLsation 
of  Dual  officer  will  be  the  same. 

Tin-  amendment  of  Mr,  Whitmore,  ,«5000,  was  {re- 
jected, yeas  27,  nays  30 1 

Yeas— Beal,  Big'elow,  Brimhecoin,  Child,  Conlin, 
Connell,  Daly,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery.  Free.!  an, 
Greenough,  Hart,  Hilton,  Lauten,  McCormiek,  P.  J. 
McLaughlin.  N.  M.  Morrison,  Parkuian,  Pope,  Pratt, 
Prav.Teevan,  Viies,  Walsh,  Welch,  Wheeler— 27. 

Nays— Bartlett,  Bowker,  Boyle,  Child,  H.  Clapp, 
Costello.  Cotton,  Cronin,  Devlin,  C.  F.Doberty,  Far- 
well,  Fisk,  Ford,  Folni,  Gove,  Hosley,  Huntress, 
Magulre, Mathews,  McNamara,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett, 
Murph* ,  Quiglev,  Rogers,  Rosnosky,  Smith,  Swan, 
Wakefield,  Whitmore— 30. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry ,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Dana, 
Dennev.  J.  Doherty,  Fitzpatrick,  Harding,  Lovell,  J. 
A.  McLaughlin,  Means,  Powers,  Wharton,  Williams. 
Mr.  Whitmore— 1  voted  as  I  did  tnis  time  because, 
technically,  the  moment  the  question  was  divided,  it 
would  have  had  the  effect  of  giving  the  Treasurer 
¥700  more  than  we  intended.  But  I  have  drawn  an 
order  fixing  the  salaries  of  various  persons,  and  have 
inserted  that  the  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Funds 
shall  have  $700  a  year. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  to  strike  out 
that  part  of  the  section  relating  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Sinking  Funds,  wa«  rejected. 

Mr  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  re- 
jecting his  amendment,  .$5000. 

Mr.  Whitmore.— I  hope  some  exolanalion  will  be 
given.  I  have  not  undertaken  to  a o  this  for  fun, 
and  am  fortified  by  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor. 
Members  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  will  bear 
out  what  I  have  said  about  it,  that  you  are  under- 
taking to  put  into  this  ordinance  sections  which 
should  not  be  there.  This  does  not  affect  the  Treasurer 
in  the  slightest  degree,  and  he  will  have  the  came 
salary  that  we  voted  at  tne  last  meeting.  The  only 
question  is  whether  this  part  of  Section  7  is  legal  or 
illegal.  There  seems  to  be  a  mistrust ;  gentlemen 
seem  afraid  to  do  what  is  proper  and  legal,  for  fear 
somebody  is  going  to  be  bur".  1  think  the  vote  I 
have  given  to-night  shows  I  am  not  one  of  those  who 
desire  to  cut  down  Mr.  Turner's  salary.  Having  in- 
troduced the  or  linance  in  the  first  place,  I  desire  it 
perfected.  If  there  is  any  doubt  iu  anybody's  mind, 
I  hope  it  will  be  laid  upon  the  table  and  my  order 
allowed  to  be  read. 
Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  lay  upon  the  table. 
Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  think  the  table  is  a 
very  good  place  to  leave  it  The  bother  of  this  mat- 
ter was  caused  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  in- 
sisting upon  making  this  an  ordinance.  Now  he  says 
that  a  number  of  sections  should  not  be  there.  I 
think  it  would  he  well  to  lay  it  upon  the  table  until 
we  can  get  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ward  21,  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  Whitmore  6aid  he  moved  to  lay  upon  the  table 
simply  to  enable  him  to  offer  the  order  fixing  the 
salaries  which  he  desired  to  strike  from  the  bill. 
However  ungenerous  the  remark  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  might  be,  he  would  only  say  that  it 
could  not  be  expected  that  the  first  attempt  would 
be  perfect,  and  be  desired  to  have  the  ordinance  per- 
fected. When  anything  wrong  is  ascertained  it  i* 
rieht  and  proper  to  correct  it. 

The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  was  lost,  and  the 
question  came  upon  ordering  the  previous  question. 
Mr.  Pratt,  of  Ward  21,  hoped  the  main  question 
would  not  be  ordered,  on  account  of  the  changes 
csnsidered  necessary  in  the  sections  relating  to 
bridges,  which  were  passed  with  the  understanding 
that  amendments  would  be  offered. 

The  President— If  the  previous  question  is  ordered, 
any  amendment  which  has  been  offered  will  be  put 
but  no  new  amendments  can  be  offered. 

Mr.  Wheeler  hoped  the  main  question  would  not 
be  ordered,  because  the  Council  had  acted  hastily 
upon  the  (alar)  of  the  Corporation  Counsel,  and  he 
desired  an  opportunity  to  move  to  amend. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  hoped  the  main  question  would  be 
oraered,  a?  gentlemen  had  had  ample  time  to  con- 
eider  the  matter. 

The  Council  refused  to  order  the  main  question,  26 
for,  28  against. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  strike  out  from  Section  24 
'•Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall,  8500."  The  ques- 
tion was  taken,  ]1  for,  21  against,  but  a  quorum  not 
having  voted  a  second  division  was  had.  11  lor,  2G 
against,  and  the  amendment  was  lost. 


Mr.  Whitmore  moved  toatnend  section  2  by  making 
the  salary  of  the  Mayor's  Clerk  $2000  instead  of 
$1800.    Lost. 

Mr.  Greenough,  of  Ward  9,  moved  to  amend  Sec- 
tion 13  by  making  the  salary  of  the  Water  Registrar 
$3000,  adding  that  the  Board  of  Ablermen  had  made 
it  SJ3500,  and  he  thought,  the  city  was  paying  (he  Reg- 
istrar a  great  deal  less  than  he  is  wot  th.'  The  am<  nd- 
ment  was  declared  lest,  25  for,  25  against.  Mr. 
Devlin  doubted  the  vote,  and  on  Ids  motion  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered.  The  amendment  was  adop- 
ted, yeas  33,  nays  25: 

xe'as— Beal,  Bigelow,  Bowker,  Brimbtcoui,  Brown, 
Clapp,  Conlin,  Devlin,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Freeman,  Fo- 
lan,  Greeuoagh, Harding.  Hart.  Hilton,  Hosley,  Lau- 
ten, Lovell,  Meftamarra,  IS'.  M.  Morrison,  Mullett, 
Parkman,  Pope,  Pratt,  Pray,  Rogers,  Rosnoskv,  Tee- 
van,  Viles,  Walsh,  Wheeler,  Whitmore— 33. 

Nays— Ba.tlett,  Boyle,  Chilrt,  Connell,  Costello, 
Cotton,  Cronin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Emery,  Farwell. 
Fisk,  Fitzpatrick,  Ford,  Gove,  Huntress,  Maguire, 
Mathews,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  P.  Morrison.  Murphy, 
Quialey,  Smith,  Swan,  Wakefield,  Welch— 25. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Daly, 
Dana,  Denney,  J.  Doherty,  McCormiek,  J.  A. 
McLnugMin,  Means,  Powers,  Wharton,  Williams— 
12. 

Mr.  Greenough  moved  a  reconsideration.    Lost. 

Mr.  Lauten  moved  that  Section  22  of  the  original 
document,  relating  to  the  salary  of  the  Inspector  of 
Vinegar  be  added  to  the  bill.  He  offered  the  amend- 
ments give  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  an  oppor- 
tunity to  explain  some  remarks  made  at  the  last 
meeting,  that  no  injustice  might  be  done  the  In- 
spector. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1 — At  the  last  meetiug  I  read 
from  a  label  and  pamphlet  handed  to  me  by  a  for- 
mer member  of  the  City  liovernmeut.  By  reading 
the  report  of  Dr.  Bowker,  the  Inspector  of  Vinegar, 
it  seemed  to  me  that  somebody  had  beenadulteratrng 
vinegar  by  the  use  of  acetic  acid.  Not  being  a  chem- 
ist I  dirt  not  know  but  they  were  putting  in  some 
deadly  drug.  On  consultation  with  a  chemist  I 
learned  thai  pure  cider  vinegar  is  pure  acetic  acid. 
So  it  appears  by  the  report  that  somebody  has  been 
adulterating  vinegar  by  putting  in  more  of  the  pure 
substance  of  which  it  is  composed.  I  have  received 
a  letter  from  Dr.  Bowker,  which  is  as  follows: 

Office  of  Dr.  H.  L.  Bowker  &  Co.,     ] 

Manut'g  Chemists,  132  Mill;  street.  I 

Dr.  H.L.  Bowker,  State  Assay  or  for  Massachusetts.  [ 

Boston,  Aug.  2d,  1881.  J 

Mr.  J.  M.  Gove. 

Dear  Sir,— [  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
great  injustice  done  to  me  by  the  acticn  of  the  City 
Council  at  its  last  meeting.  'The  reports  circulated 
by  the  daily  press  conveys  the  impression  that  I  am 
advertising  and  vending  certain  articles  for  adulter- 
ing  and  cheaping  Vinegar  and  other  acts  incousistant 
with  the  position  I  hold  as  Inspector  of  Vinegar  for 
the  City  of  Boston.  As  this  is  the  first  assult  ever 
made  upon  my  reputation  as  a  public  officer  or  pri- 
yate  citizen  I  claim  the  right  in  self  defence  for  a 
proper  investigation  that  the  acqusations  may  be 
proven  or  withdrawn.  For  the  present  I  desire  to 
state  that  I  have  never  sold  or  advertised  any  articlo 
as  an  adulterant  of  Vinegar  or  any  product  illegal  or 
unwholesome  of  any  kind  and  defy  any  person  to 
produce  from  the  variety  of  articles  we  manufacture 
any  substance  or  compound  that  that  will  not  stand 
the  severest  test.  Since  my  appointment  to  this 
office  least  it  might  interf ear  with  a  proper  discbarge 
of  my  duties  the  sale  cf  any  specific  article  used  by 
the  manufacturers  of  Vinegar  &c  has  been  withheld. 
In  proof  of  this  my  books  and  papers  are  open  to 
your  inspection.  I  desire  to  state  in  conclusion  that 
since  I  have  held  this  appointment  there  has  hardly 
been  au  in'erville  of  three  months  but  what  some 
order  has  been  before  the  City  Government  in  re- 
lation to  tnis  department,  as  this  has  apperently 
come  from  one  source  and  been  of  an  unfriendly  na- 
ture I  think  the  public  have  a  right  to  know 
whether  I  am  at  fault  and  this  persecution  is  the 
result  of  personal  motives  or  a  desire  on  the  part  of 
the  City  Government  to  nulify  a  state  law  by  with- 
holding the  necessary  approperatiou  for  its  l'nforce- 
meut. 

Respectfully  yours, 

H.  L.  Bowker. 
I  also  have  a  letter  from  J.   A.  Cunnniugs  &  Co., 
printers,  which  is  as  follows: 

J.    A.   CUMMINGS  &  CO.,  ) 

Printers,  Publishers  and  Stationers,         [ 
248  Washington  Street,  Boston,  Aug.  2, 1881.) 
Mr.  (Jove. 

Dear  Sir,— The  price  list  ano:  catalogue  of  goods  of 
Dr.  H.  L.  Bowker  &  Co.,  referred   to  by   you,  was 
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printed  at  our  establishment  in  April,  1879.  The 
pages  were  stereotyped  and  several  editions  were 
subsequently  printed  from  the  same  plates,  the  last 
edition  being  issued  in  the  fore  part  of  1880.  The 
forms  wero  not  changed  except  the  date  upon  the 
cover. 

Yours  truly, 

J.  A.  Cummings  &  Co. 

So  it  seems  that  the  pamphlet  was  printed  prior  to 
the  passage  of  the  law.  That  is  all  the  statement  I 
have  to  make.  I  am  entirely  ignorant  as  regards 
aiivthiug  further. 

Mr.  Parkman— By  a  vote  of  the  City  Council  last 
year  the  Legislative  Committee  were  directed  to  ap- 
pear at  the  State  House  to  obtain  the  repeal  of  this 
law  relating  to  the  inspection  of  vinegar.  I  remem- 
ber hearing  at  the  time  that  there  were  some  charges 
against  the  inspector,  but  I  could  not  lay  my  finger 
upon  them  then.  However,  the  law  was  not 
repealed.  But  since  then  these  various  labels  for 
coloring  for  cider  vinegar  and  for  vinegar  acids  have 
been  brought  to  my  attention;  also  a  special  receipt 
for  making  vinegar  from  molasses,  &c.  As  there  is 
some  question  about  that  matter,  and  as  the  learned 
chemist,  Dr.  Bowker,  in  his  letter  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  1,  has  asked  for  a  committee  of  inves- 
tigation .  I  think  it  would  be  better  to  grant  his  re- 
quest. I  move  that  a  committee  of  three  be  ap- 
pointed, with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may 
join. 

The  President  ruled  Mr.  Parkman's  motion  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  tauten  withdrew  his  amendment,  and  pro- 
posed to  offer  a  separate  order  fixing  the  Inspector's 
salary,  but  the  President  ruled  it  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Parkman  moved  to  lav  the  Salary  ordinance 
upon  the  table  in  order  that  he  might  move  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  and  introduce  an  order  to  investigate 
the  Inspector  of  Vinegar. 

Mr.  VVhitmore  said  the  salary  of  the  Inspector  of 
Vinegar  could  be  added  as  a  separate  section,  or 
offered  as  a  separate  order,  the  latter  being  proper, 
according  to  his  views. 

Mr.  Pratt  thought  the  Council  should  not  allow 
side  issues  to  come  into  the  discussion  of  the  general 
questjor.  Salaries  should  be  fixed  in  an  impersonal 
manner,  for  the  office,  and  without  reference  to  the 
persons  who  till  them. 

The  motion  to  table  was  lost. 

Mr.  "Whitmore  moved  to  amend  Section  3  by  mak- 
ing the  salary  of  the  Assistant  City  Clerk  $2000,  add- 
ing that  he  favored  this  amendment  before,  ana  par- 
ticularly so  now  after  the  Council  had  altered  their 
minds  in  a  number  of  places.  The  Assistant  City 
Clerk  does  a  great  deal  of  work,  and  does  it  well.  If 
am  officer  is  entitled  to  a  moderate  increase,  it  is 
Mr.  Priest. 

Mr.  Pray  seconded  the  amendment,  saying  that  Mr. 
Priest  received  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  as  City 
Clerk  of  Charlestown;  in  1874  he  was  appointed  As- 
sistant City  Clerk  at  $2000,  which  was  cut  down  to 
$1800  in  1877. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  amendment  was  adopted — 33  for, 
23  against 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  amend  Section  9  by  mak- 
ing the  salary  of  the  Deputy  Collector  and  Receiver 
of  Water  Rates  $2600,  urging  that  he  was  responsi- 
ble for  all  money  received,  and  had  to  keep  it  over 
night  ?t  his  own  risk,  besides  being  a  very  faithful 
oBicer.    The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25 — It  seems  to  me  we  are 
starting  out  for  an  all-night  seision  again,  and  that 
we  might  as  well  get  rid  of  this  matter  at  one  time 
as  another.    I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Wheeler,  of  Ward  10,  opposed  the  main  ques- 
tion, for  reasons  already  given. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The   ordinance   as  amended   was 
Greenough  moved  a  reconsideration, 
up. 

STORAGE  BASIN  NO.  4. 

Mr.  Greenough,  of  Ward  9,  called  up  the  past  as- 
signment, teing  the  consideration  of  the  following 
orders  in  the  order  given  belew  : 

(1.)  Authorizing  a  loan  of  $284,000  for  the  con- 
struction of  Basin  No.  4,  Sudbury  River,  to  be  added 
to  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

(2.)  Authorizing  the  construction  of  said  basin, 
and  dam  connected  therewith,  at  a  cost  not  exceed- 
ing $354,000,  and  for  building  a  portion  of  the  aam 
by  day  labor. 

(3.)  Authorizing  the  expenditure  for  said  basin  of 
so  much  ot  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropria- 
tion for  additional  water  supply  as  will  not  be  re- 
quired for  the  purchase  of  land  and  the  settlement 
of  claims. 


Lost. 


Mr. 

Sent 


The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  first 
order  authorizing  a  loan  of  $284,000. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  IG — We  had  quite  a  debate 
upon  this  question  at  the  time  it  first  came  up.  Two 
weeks  ago  an  order  was  brought  in  for  the  i  onrrnit- 
tee  on  Water  and  Water  Board  to  consider  the  mat- 
ter of  Lake  Winnipiseogee.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  is  ready  to  report  upon  that  order,  and  I  do 
not  see  why  he  don't  first  bring  in  his  report  and 
the u  take  up  this  matter.  As  I  stated  belor<.,this 
question  has  been  considered  since  last  May.  I  un- 
derstand the  land  for  this  basin  is  bonded  at  $100  an 
acre.  Every  member  of  this  Council  who  has  been 
up  there  knows  that  it  is  worth  more  thau  that,  but 
the  Water  Board  were  so  successful  that  they  bonded 
it  for  a  hundred  dollars  an  acre,  for  fear  somebody 
else  would  buy  it  before  the  City  of  Boston  could.  We 
have  Basin  No.  A  finished  a  year  aso,  which  has  as 
much  as  they  propose  to  put  in  Basin  No.  4;  but,  Mr. 
President,  the  water  cannot  be  used.  Basin  No.  3 
contains  something  like  eleven  million  gallons  of 
water.  I  am  sorry  I  have  not  my  bottles  here  this 
evening,  to  show  how  the  water  is  received  in  the 
city,  but  they  were  here  last  meeting  night.  The 
gentleman  who  has  just  come  back  from  Europe 
called  the  animals  algerines,  and  they  are  pretty 
large  ones.  Now,  sir,  I  claim  we  are  not  ready  to 
vote  away  $284,000  to  make  another  basin  for  the 
algerines.  If  the  Water  Board  would  come  into  this 
Council  and  ask  for  $50,000  to  $75,000  to  experiment 
on  Basin  3,  which  they  built  and  made  a  failure  of — 
they  canuot  use  it,  for  the  water  is  not  fit  to  be  used, 
and  they  have  had  it  standing  8  or  9  months  and 
don't  dare  to  draw  the  water  out  of  it — I  should 
vote  for  it.  I  ask  the  Council  to  consider 
whether  we  should  let  them  go  to  work  and 
spend  $284,000,  when  we  have  no  guarantee 
that  Basin  No.  4  will  be  any  better  than  Basin  No. 
3  or  Basin  No.  1.  They  have  made  no  experiments 
and  not  tried  to  make  any.  Why  don't  the  Water 
Board  ask  fur  $25,000  to  make  experiments?  I  have 
heard  the  whole  argument  here  that  the  Water 
Board  are  making  experiments.  The  gentlemen 
from  Wards  9  and  1  may  be  aware  of  it,  but  the  rest 
of  the  committee  don't  know  anything  about  it. 
They  say  they  must  have  this  basin  in  a  short  time. 
If  it  is  to  take  three  years  to  build  it,  I  think  we 
should  take  three  mouths  to  consider  whether  we 
shall  build  it.  Our  water  was  pure  in  1875  and '76 
before  these  basins  were  built,  and  we  needed  no 
filters.  There  was  no  algerines  in  it,  as  toe  gentle- 
man called  them.  We  had  some  cases  here  in 
Boston.  A  lady  went  to  a  faucet  and  a  live 
alga  came  out  iu  the  half  and  then  the  other 
half  came  out.  There  was  another  case  of  the  kind  in 
Shawmut  avenue,  and  there  are  other  cases  every 
day.  I  had  bottles  of  water  showing  the  different 
colors,  and  that  is  all  the  satisfaction  we  get.  T  can- 
not have  any  confidence  in  the  gentlemen  on  the 
Water  Board  to-day.  until  they  tell  us  what  is  to  be 
done  with  Basin  3.  When  they  tell  us  the  reason  it 
cannot  be  used,  I  say  it  is  time  for  us  to  give  them 
the  money. 

Mr.  Greenough— This  is  a  very  serious  question. 
Any  gentleman  who  votes  against  building  this  basin, 
must  bear  iu  mind  that  he  is  taking  part  of  the  re- 
sponsibility for  a  possible  water  famine  in  the  city  of 
Boston.  I  will  not  repeat  the  figures  which  have 
been  given  to  show  the  condition  in  which  we  are  to- 
day. We  are  almost  at  toe  extreme  limit  of  our 
supply.  For  more  than  a  year  the  engineer  has  rec- 
ommended the  building  of  this  basin.  The  Water 
Board  are  unanimous  that  it  must  be  built,  and  we 
should  not  postpone  it  any  longer.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  16  bases  his  objection  upon  the  fact  that 
no  explanation  satisfactory  to  him  has  been  given  of 
the  condition  of  the  water  in  one  or  two  of  the  basins. 
In  defense  of  the  Wattr  Board  I  ought  to  say  that 
the  presence  of  alga;  in  the  water  has  excited  all  the 
attention  which  can  possibly  be  given  to  it  by  the 
most  scientific  men  the  city  of  Boston  can  obtain. 
No  gentleman  of  a  scientific  position  can  give  any 
excuse  for  the  presence  of  alga;  in  pure  water.  They 
appear  and  disappear;  they  are  as  mysterious  as  any- 
thing can  possibly  be;  they  cannot  be  taken  out  satis- 
factorily after  they  get  in.  Some  experiments  have 
been  made  for  filtering  the  water,  but  the  alga; 
cannot  be  taken  out.  Their  recurrence  cannot 
be  prevented.  The  presence  of  alga;  in  our  wa- 
ter is  n<t  entirely  unique.  Other  cities  are 
troubled  with  water  boards  which  do  not  possibly 
give  satisfaction  to  all  the  members  of  the  cou- 
mittees  associated  with  them.  At  any  rate  they 
have  alga;  in  the  water  all  over  the  country.  A 
basin  placed  on  the  top  of  a  high  hill  will  have  alga; 
in  it  without  warning,  and  you  cannot  stop  it.  Basin 
No.  3  is  shallow.    Whether  that  has  anything  to  do 
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with  the  presence  of  algae  it  is  not  possible  to  say. 
i  i  pected  that  shallow  water  is  more  susceptible 
to  the  presence  of  alga.'  than  deep  watar.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  shallow  flowage  is  -njurnus  to  the  water, 
especially  when  there  isloarn  in  the  basin.  But  that 
doe:-  not  make  the  alga;,  although  it  does  make  some 
deposit irj  (he  water.  But  I  want  tocailattentic  nto  the 
fact  that  the  three  basins  are  locuttd  in  the  form  of  a 
Y,  Basin  Xo.  2  being  on  one  side,  Basin  No.  1  on  the 
other,  and  Ba>iu  Xo.  3  in  the  middle.  Basil  s  Xo.  1 
and  3  are  full  of  algffi,  and  Basin  2  has  per- 
fectly clean,  good  water;  has  never  shown  a 
sign  of  anything  of  the  kind.  It  is  proposed 
to  put  Basin  Xo.  4  upon  the  brook  which 
feeds  Basin  Xo.  2,  where  the  water  will  be  forty  feet 
de5p  instead  of  fifteen,  as  in  Basin  Xe.  3.  There  is 
every  probability  that  Basin  Xo.  1  will  have  first  rate 
water.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Water 
yesterday,  I  asked  the  City  Engineer  whether  it  was 
possible  to  clean  out  Basin  Xo.  3  and  remove  the 
loam.  He  said  it  would  be  highly  imprudent  now 
with  the  supply  the  city  has  at  present,  but  if  we 
bad  another  darn  we  could  clean  out  the  loam  and 
make  a  clean,  smooth  bottom.  But  nobody  could 
guarantee  then  that  the  basin  would  not  be  full  of 
algae,  although  we  should  be  sure  tbat  it  is  free  from 
vegetable  decomposition.  I  think  that  is  all  that 
need  be  said  on  this  subject.  In  regard  to  Lake 
AVinnipiseogee  I  am  inclined  to  thiuk  that  the  Coun- 
cil will  hardly  give  that  matter  much  consideration, 
or  postpone  the  construction  of  Basin  Xo.  4  until 
that  sioject  can  be  considered.  If  we  had  no 
water  debt  :o  speak  of  it  might  be  worth  consid- 
ering whether  we  should  go  to  Lake  Winnipiseogee 
or  the  Men  iinae  River  for  a  simply  of  water.  But 
we  have  >peot  slC,000,000  in  getting  the  Cocnituute 
and  Sudbmy  River  system.  The  City  Engineer  said 
yesterday  that  it  would  take  six  months  and  $5000  to 
make  a  proper  investigation.  The  distance  is  at  least 
100  miles,  and  inking  the  detours  which  the  conduit 
woui'i  have  to  go  through,  that  distance  would  be  a 
hundred  and  fifteen  or  twenty  miles.  At  the  rate 
the  Sudbury  River  conduit  was  constructed— and  the 
price  uas  gone  up  since — it  would  cost  the  city  ot 
Boston  S2o.000.000  to  construct  a  conduit  from  Lake 
Winnipiseogee  without  payiug  anything  for  land 
damages.  When  this  matter  was  first  introduced  I 
considered  it  my  duty  to  Sod  out  what  I  could  upon 
the  subject.  I  found  that  all  the  water  of  Lake  Win- 
nipiseogee belonged  to  manufacturing  and  other 
corporations,  which  sell  the  water  of  the  Meriinac 
River  to  the  city  of  Lowell,  f  received  a  letter  from 
tbe  agent,  in  which  he  said  the  city  of  Lowell  paid 
S50,000  a  >ear  for  about  two  and  a  half  million  gal- 
lons a  day,  and  that  was  considered  to  be  only  halt 
the  value  ot  the  water.  The  value  of  a  water  sup- 
ply ts  what  it  will  cost  to  produce  the  same  amount 
of  power  by  steam,  if  we  should  uuderrake  to  buy 
our  supply  from  them  it  will  cost  about  a  million 
dollars  a  \  ear,  and  if  we  undertake  to  capitalize  that 
sum,  in  order  to  bring  water  to  the  city  of  Boston,  it 
will  amount  to  at  least  fifty  million  dollars.  We  can 
get  a  water  supply  for  much  less.  We  have  right  at 
our  doors  the  Charles  River,  and  the  Shawshiue. 
After  spending  three  or  five  millions  we  can  get  an- 
other supDiy  of  fifty  million  gallons  a  day  without 
going  a  "hundred  or  even  fifty  miles  from  Bos- 
ton. On  the  other  hand  we  have  got  to  throw 
away  our  present  supply  and  add  fifty  millions 
to  our  debt  by  going  to  Lake  Winnipiseo- 
gee. The  talk  about  it  comes  from  gentlemen 
who  have  not  considered  the  matter.  They  know  it 
is  a  large  body  of  water,  but  they  have  not  informed 
themselves  upon  the  subject.  I  do  not  suppose  there 
is  any  use  in  discussing  the  matter  further.  I  trust 
gentlemen  will  see  the  necessity  for  putting  some 
confidence  in  the  city  officials,  and  voting  to  build  a 
basin  which  will  give  us  an  additional  supply  and  a 
chance  to  clear  out  Basin  Xo.  3. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — After  this  basin  is  built  we  shall 
not  get  more  than  five  million  gallons  a  day.  The 
question  is  not  to  spend  our  money  for  two  or  three 
years,  and  then  build  another  basin  for  half  a  mil- 
lion dollars,  and  then  fave  to  go  to  Charles  Riverfor 
more  water.  Thequestion  is  to  look  out  for  twenty- 
years  to  come.  The  question  of  how  many  miles 
away  it  was,  was  not  referred  to  the  Water  Board. 
ulted  a  gentleman  on  the  Water  Board, 
Mr.  Stauwood,  and  he  said  it  was  a  good 
idea  to  look  into  it;  but  yesterday  he  bad 
nothing  to  say.  We  had  a  little  conversation  for  ten 
minutes  with' the  Water  Board,  and  the  matter  was 
settled.  It  is  very  easy  for  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
■  •■ive  letters  from  the  owners  of  mill  rights. 
But  I  want  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  when 
lit  urged  last  spring  that  the  city  buy  the  Jamaica 
Pond  Aqueduct  Co. 

Mr.  GtcenougU— When  did  I  urge  that? 


Mr.  Rosnosky— In  the  Water  Committee,  when 
you  trie  up  the  order  in  the  committee  roou;,  when 
the  gentlemen  wanted  to  introduce  an  order  for  the 
City  of  Boston  to  purchase  that  pond. 

Mr.  Greenough — The  gentleman's  memory  is  bet- 
ter than  mine. 

Mr.  Kosuosky— I  only  wanted  to  state  that  he 
wanted  the  City  of  Boston  to  purchase  the  Jamaica 
Pond  Aqueduct  Co.  for  £100,000. 

Mr,  Greeuough — Suppose  for  a  moment  that  I  pro- 
pose to  spend  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  extin- 
guish the  rights  of  the  Jamaica  rond  Aqueduct  Co. 
in  the  city  of  Boston,  what  has  that  to  do  with  Lake 
Winnipiseogee? 

Mr.  Rosuoskj — I  only  wanted  to  show  that  that 
question  of  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  consid- 
ered two  or  three  months,  1-nt  this  matter  of  Lake 
Winninisogee,  which  interests  everybody,  ami  the 
gentleman  says  will  cost  fifty  millions,  was  consid- 
ered only  ten  minutes.  When  I  asked  yesterday,  in 
the  committee,  for  leave  to  use  the  City  Engineer's 
language,  he  says,  Xo,  sir;  I  only  give  guesswork. 
But  you  will  have  all  the  water  you  need  in  Lake 
Winnipiseogee.  Now  you  have  spent  sixteen  millions 
and  have  no  water.    It  is  mud,   1  call  it.    Ycu  now 

Eropose  to  spend  $284,000  to  build  another  mud  hole, 
leeches  cannot  live  unless  they  have  mud  holes.  You 
cannot  find  a  leech  living  unless  you  go  to  a  pond  of 
pretty  solid  mud.  I  am  ill  the  minority  on  this  commit- 
tee. No  doubt  most  of  tbe  woik  is  done  by  one  member 
of  the  Water  Committee,  and  if  it  is  not  done  to  suit 
him  it  is  not  right.  But  I  claim  I  have  a  right  to 
come  here  and  express  my  opinion.  I  am  standing 
here  to  hurt  nobody,  but  simply  actio"  for  the  inter- 
est of  the  City  of  Boston.  When  this  order  first 
came  in  one  member  moved  to  indefinitely  postpone, 
and  that  is  the  ouly  motion  he  knows  how  to  make. 
But  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Water,  and 
we  considered  it  half  an  hour,  and  all  the  informa- 
tion we  could  get  was  from  one  of  the  Aldermen.  If 
the  Water  Board  should  give  us  their  opinion  in 
writing,  or  if  they  would  go  and  examine  it,  and  see 
whether  it  is  any  betler  water,  and  whether  it  will 
he  any  benefit  to  the  city  of  Boston  to  spend  that 
money,  I  should  not  object.  I  say  it  is  no  bene- 
fit for  the  city  to  spend  any  moie  money  for  basins 
unless  they  are  m  a  proper  place.  As  for  talking 
about  a  scare  on  account  of  being  short  of  water, 
why,  Mr.  President,  I  claim  they  have  not  used  Basin 
Xo.  3  until  this  ques:ion  came  up,  and  now  thev  claim 
they  are  using  water  from  Basin  Xo.  3.  I  don't 
know  that  it  is  so,  but  we  have  to  take  their  word 
for  it;  but  ten  days  ago  they  did  not  use  it. 

Mr.  Mo'  rison  of  Ward  23— Does  this  appropriation 
include  money  to  thoroughly  remove  all  the  soil 
from  this  basin?  , 

Mr.  Greenough— It  does  not.  The  engineers  are 
very  much  in  doubt  as  to  its  being  worth  the  amount 
of  money  required  to  take  it  oft.  But  if  tbe  gentle- 
man will  offer  an  amendment  to  add  a  sum  for  the 
removal  of  that  loam,  I  will  not  oppose  it.  I  think 
it  ought  to  be  done.  I  am  not  certain  wbat  it  will 
cost,  but  think  $40,000  will  cover  it. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23—1  think  it  should  be 
done.  I  therefore  move  to  add  $40,000  for  thorough- 
ly cleansing  the  basin  before  it  is  filled  with  water, 
which  will  make  the  amount  $324,000. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19—1  think  we  are  like  a 
ship  in  the  fog.  In  my  wanderings  about  town 
amongst  citizens  they  are  ail  dissatisfied  with  the  wa- 
ter, do  not  use  it,  and  have  to  buy  water  that  they 
drink.    I  don't  know  much  about  Lake   Winnipiseo- 

fee,  but  have  re  id  several  articles  in  the  Daper,  and 
move  that  this  matter  be  laid  upon  the  "table  and 
that  the  order  in  regard  to  Lake  Winnipiseogee  may 
be  referred  to  the  Water  Committee. 

Mr.  Magulre's  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  want  to  give  the  Council  the 
benefit  of  the  experience  I  have  had.  After  hearing 
what  was  said  by  tbe  gentlemen  from  Wards  10  and 
9,  I  consulted  the  Water  Registrar,  who  made  it 
pretty  plain  to  my  mind  that  the  city  was  in  a  very 
bail  fix  indeed.  The  dams  we  now  liave  are  on  one 
continuous  stream  and  all  the  water  comes  from 
Sudbury  River,  which  is  not  nearly  so  large  as  I 
thought  it  was.  The  object  of  getting  this  basin  is  to 
get  on  a  different  valley  with  a  different  supply  of 
water,  and  they  hope  to  get  a  considerable  reservoir 
there.  The  water  will  not  be  the  same  that  nowflows 
iuto  the  city.  I  have  to  take  the  word  of  the  City 
Engineer  on  this  subject.  On  the  other  hand  there 
is  no  place  except  Charles  River  where  we  can  hope 
to  get  any  other  supply  of  water.  All  the  pouds  are 
small  and  seem  to  promise  no  relief  whatever.  The 
engineer  could  not  guarantee  that  the  water  in 
Basin  Xo.  4  would  be  any  better  than  the  other, 
although  i.c  had  hopes  tnat  it  would.  But  still  there 
don't  seem  to  be  anything  else  for  the  city  to  do. 
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We  are  worse  off  than  at  any  previous  time,  because 
the  supplies  we  supposed  to  be  ample  are  of  paor 
quality  ami  the  public  will  not  use  them.  There  is 
no  mistake  about  it;  so  far  as  we  can  see,  the  water- 
system  of  the  city  of  Boston  is  a  most  lamentable 
failure;  how  we  are  going  to  get  out  of  it  I  don't 
know.  The  conclusion  I  came  to  is  that  before  we 
put  our  feet  into  it  any  deeper,  we  should  have  a 
meeting  with  the  City  Engineer  and  Water  Board  to 
give  us  all  the  information  we  can  get.  I  have  made 
up  my  mind  to  vote  for  the  additional  reservoir  be- 
cause' the  City  Engineer  has  satisfied  me  that  it  is 
better  to  take  that  chance  than  not.  We  must 
have  more  and  better  water,  and  he  says  this  is 
the  only  moderate  and  reasonable  way  he  knows 
of,  and  he  thinks  the  chances  are  decidedly 
in  favor  of  its  being  a  success.  1  am  entirely  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  23,  because  everybody  will  be  apt  to  imagine 
that  leaving  the  soil,  small  trees  and  everything  of 
that  kind  in  the  bottom  of  the  reservoir  cannot  tend 
to  make  the  water  anv  better.  When  they  were 
building  the  other  reservoirs  the  City  Engineer  at 
that  time  earnestly  recommended  the  stripping  of 
the  soil.  There  was  to  be  an  appropriation  "for  the 
purpose,  but  un  fortunately  it  got  mixed  up  with  the 
Back  Bay  park  and  nothing  was  done.  With  the  ex- 
treme probability  that  mud  left  at  the  bottem  of  the 
basins  serves  to  injure  the  water,  it  will  be  only 
common  sense  tor  us  to  see  what  the  expense 
of  stripping  it  out  will  be,  and  as  the  expense 
will  not  be  large,  it  will  be  wise  to  undertake 
it.  If  I  had  not  seen  for  myself  what  the  Engi- 
neer had  to  say,  I  could  not  have  conscientiously 
voted  for  this  appropriation.  I  advise  every  mem- 
ber before  voting  to  spend  so  much  money  to  get  the 
opinion  of  the  authorities  so  that  he  will  know  what 
he  is  voting  upon.  I  think  it  would  be  very  advan- 
tageous if  we  can  have  a  special  meeting  some  time 
during  the  present  month  at  which  this  water  matter 
will  be  discussed,  wheii  we  can  have  the  plans  here 
and  understand  the  subject  thoroughly.  If  the 
members  have  sufficient  light,  that  wilt  be  unneces- 
sary. My  examination  of  the  plans  was  sufficiently 
satisfactory  to  enable  me  to  vote  for  the  measure,  al- 
though it  was  not  so  satisfactory  that  I  could  recom- 
mend any  body  else  to  do  so.  it  is  a  desperate  case. 
The  city  is  in  for  enormous  expenditures  in  the  past 
and  in  the  near  future.  Our  water  svstem  is  a  la- 
mentable failure,  and  this  is  the  only  thing  we  can 
do.  I  snail  vote  for  the  bill  because  I  think  the 
chances  are  we  shall  get  our  money's  worth. 

Mr.  Matthews  of  Ward  21— When  this  question  of 
Basin«No.  4  first  came  up,  I  was  decidedly  of  the 
opinion  that  it  was  not  wise  to  spend  money  in  build- 
ing basins  that  would  only  give  us  a  very  inferior 
article  of  water.  But  witb  the  other  members  of  the 
Common  Council,  I  went  up  to  the  site  of  those 
basins,  and  since  then  I  have  thoroughly  investi- 
gated the  subject.  I  have  changed  my  mind  in  re- 
gard to  Basin  4.  I  feel  that  the  only  thing  the  city 
can  do  is  to  build  Basin  No.  4,  and  alter  that  Basius 
5  and  6;  and  after  that  i-*  done  even  to  go  to  the 
Merrimac  River  or  Lake  Winnipiseogee,if  necessary. 
I  consider  the  water  system  of  Boston  entirely  and 
radically  wrong.  Whether  we  change  it  or  not,  we 
will  have  to  "build  Basin  No  4. "  The  citizens 
demand  better  and  more  water,  in  unlim- 
ited supply.  The  city  of  Boston  will  have 
to  give  them  more  water  if  it  has  to  go  to  the 
Merrimac  River  or  Lake  Winnipiseogee.  1  believe  in 
building  Basin  No.  4  and  giving  them  as  good  an  ar- 
ticle as  possible.  For  that  reason  I  hope  the  amend- 
ment to  clean  out  the  bottom  of  the  basin  will  pre- 
vail. 

Mr.  Means  of  Ward  20— There  has  been  consider- 
able said  by  different  members  of  the  Council  as  to 
the  impurities  of  the  water.  I  was  in  a  state  of 
doubt  as  to  the  extent  of  it,  but  the  most  concise 
statement  I  have  seen  was  made  by  one  of  the  Alder- 
men who  is  conversant  with  the  subject.  [Mr.  Means 
read  the  remarks  of  Alderman  O'Brien  on  the 
25th  of  July  on  the  water  supply  question,  the 
capacities  of  the  different  basins  and  the  im- 
purities in  the  water.]  Now,  Mr.  President,  when  I 
came  to  that  statements  seemed  to  me  that  if  during 
the  past  six  months  we  could  live  on  one-fifth  of  our 
supply,  we  certainly  have  a  supply  large  enough  for 
a  considerably  dry  year.  Notwithstanding  the  gen- 
eralities held  out  that  our  supply  was  short.  It  is  a 
fact  that  our  water  is  unfit  for  use.  At  the  last 
meeting  I  ha'1  a  list  of  at  least  30  substances  found 
in  the  water,  not  only  alga:,  but  fungus  and  animal 
life,  some  of  which  is  hurtful  to  human  Me  and 
causes  disease.  The  question  reduces  itself  down  to 
this,  in  my  mind:  If  that  water  can  be  cleansed  and 
made  fit  for  use,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  we  have 
water  enough.    If  we  cannot  cleanse  it  in  any  other 


way  then  we  should  build  this  dam.  I  am  sorry  that 
I  have  not  the  benefit  of  an  investigation  by  some 
members  of  this  Council,  or  a  knowledge  myself  of 
the  fact  whether  or  not  the  water  can  be  cleansed. 
We  should  havehad  that  information,  Isuppose,  ii  if 
had  not  been  for  the  prevailing  practice  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone everything  which  comes  from  the  Common 
Council.  As  you  know,  our  order  to  inquire  into  the 
subject  was  indefinitely  postponed  in  the  other 
branch.  1  suppose  the  argument  used  was  that  if  the 
Water  Board  knew  all  about  it,  it  was  no  matter 
whether  the  City  Council  did  or  did  not.  I  should 
like  to  have  some  understading-  other  than  mere 
hearsay.  I  take  the  statement  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9  with  a  good  deal  of  favor,  because  I 
think  he  is  perhaps  as  confers  ,nt  with  the  subject  as 
anybody.  Taking  his  statement  that  this  basin  might 
help  to  cleanse  the  others,  and  that  we  m  ight  per- 
haps rely  upou  it  while  removing  the  defects  from 
the  others,  I  am  inclined  to  vote  for  it.  But  I  hope 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  23  will 
not  pass  until  some  investigation  has  beeu  made,  and 
we  can  know  in  some 'v  ay  what  the  trouble  is  and 
whether  it  can  be  remedied. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1 — I  am  very  glad  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  20  made  the  remarks  he  has  just 
made.  I  think  he  ha«  made  one  of  the  strongest  ar- 
guments that  can  be  used  in  favor  of  building  this 
basin.  He  has  read  a  statement  that  all  the  time  that 
Lake  Cochituate  and  Basins  1  and  3  are  impure,  all 
the  water  has  been  taken  from  Basin  No.  2.  We 
propose  to  build  this  Basin  No.  4  directly  upon  the 
stream  that  supplies  Basin  No.  2,  and  store  a  quantity 
of  water  that  now  runs  to  waste.  He  also  speaks  of 
the  $40,000.  Now  that  is  the  question  this  Couocil  is 
hanging  upon.  He  says  Basins  No.  3  and  1  are  im- 
pure because  of  this  loam. 

Mr.  Means— I  beg  pardon.  I  did  not  say  what 
caused  it,  but  that  1  was  trying  to  find  out. 

Mi.  Lovell — It  lias  been  stated  to-night  that  that 
was  the  cause  of  it.  It  has  also  been  stated  that  when 
Basin  No.  3  was  built  the  engineer  recommended 
that  the  loam  be  removed,  but  that  the  appropria- 
tion got  mixed  up  with  something  else  and  was 
killed.  Fault  has  been  found  with  this  $40,000 
amendment  proDOsed  for  that  purpose.  The  City 
Engineer  says  he  does  not  dare  to  draw  the  water 
from  Basin  No.  3  to  purify  it,  unless  we  have  Basin 
No.  4;  it  would  not  bea  safe  thing  to  do.  If  the  engi- 
neer's opinion  is  worth  anything,  that  is  exactly  the 
condition  we  are  in.  If  we  should  go  to  Lake  Win- 
nipiseogee we  have  not  water  enough  to  last  until 
that  is  brought  in.  The  engineer  stated  that  he 
could  go  to  Charles  River  for  an  expenditure 
of  4  or  5  million  dollars,  and  could  guarantee  a 
hundred  million  gallons  a  day.  It  seems  to  me 
as  if  the  Council  have  had  all  the  time  necessary 
to  inform  themselves  upon  this  matter  they  had  with 
them  the  gentleman  they  would  go  to  in  the  City 
Hall,  and  he  explained  it  there.  I  do  not  know  that 
I  have  anv  particular  objections  to  any  member  in- 
forming himself  to  any  greater  extent,  if  that  would 
help  the  order  any.  But  I  feel  honestly  that  it  is  an 
act  of  necessity  that  this  thing  should  be  done. 

Mr.  Rosnoskj— The  gentleman  from  Wa  d  23  has 
moved  an  amendment  of  $40,000  to  clean  out  Basin  3. 
I  was  a  member  of  this  Council  when  that  basin  was 
built.  The  engineer  recommended  the  removal  of 
loam,  hut  the  Water  Board  wanted  to  sell  it  to  the 
Park  Commissioners  for  $30,000.  How  wise  they 
acted!  They  wanted  the  city  to  pay  $30,000  in  1878 
and  move  the  loam  and  store  it  for  the  Back  Bay 
park  in  1890.  I  should  like  to  ask  what  they  would 
iind  there  in  1S90?  The  dust  would  all  blow  off. 
Now,  sir,  to  come  back  to  the  impurity  of  the 
water.  We  have  in  this  city  a  Board  of  Health.  \Ve 
have  also  a  Superintendent  of  Health,  Mr.  Ferris- 
tall,  who  will  not  use  this  water  in  his  family.  Now, 
sir,  aint  we  going  to  have  pure  water?  Don  t  our 
citizens  waut  pure  water?  I  have  no  objection  to 
buiiding  these  basin*,  but  I  want  to  know  that  tbey 
are  not  going  into  another  mud  hole.  That  is  all  I 
am  after. 

Mr.  Lovell— What  does  the  Superintendent  of 
Health  use  the  water  for  that  he  purchases? 

Mr.  Rosnosky— For  his  own  family. 

Mr.  Lovell — It  is  simply  a  personal  matter. 

Mr.  Rosnosky— Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Wheeler—  Has  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16 
read  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Health  and  got 
their  opinion  as  to  the  condition  of  the  water, 
whether  it  is  unhealthy  or  not  ? 

Mr.  Rosnosky— I  have  not.  Then  another  question 
which  arises  here,  Mr.  President,  is  that  I  under- 
stand the  land  is  purchased  and  paid  for.  If  the 
land  is  purchased  and  paid  for,  and  now  they  conic 
in  and  ask  us  to  appropriate  this  money,  I  want  to 
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be  informed  on  this  question  before  I  vote.  If  they 
have  a  right  to  buy  the  land,  they  nave  no  right  for 
this  appropriation.  Asa  member  of  the  Committee 
I  don't  know  that  it  is  SO.  It  is  merely  s.ven  tome 
to-night,  and  I  ask  it  they  have  gone  t.j  work  and 
purchased  this  land  and  paid  for  it — 1  beg  pardon; 
they  have  bended  it,  I  am  told.  I  understood  they 
had  purchased  it. 

Mr.  Bigelow — I  think  the  gentlemen  have  talked 
the  Council  down  from  72  to  about  30,  and  it  is  about 
time  we  took  a  vote.    I  move  the  previous  question. 

The  President  stated  that  Mr.  Greenouen  moved 
amendments  to  the  other  orders  to  make  them  con- 
form to  the  amendment  ottered  by  Mr.  Morrison,  in 
case  it  should  be  adopted. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  first  order  was  amended,  as  moved  by  Mr. 
Morrison,  by  making  the  amount  §324,000,  and  as 
amended  was  passed,  yeas  48,  nays  7: 

Yeas— Bartlett,  Beal,  Bigelow  Boyle,  Brimbecom 
Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Connell,  Costello' 
Cronin,  Daly,  Devlin,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Far, 
well,  Ford,  Freeman,  Folan.  Gove,  Greenough. 
Harding,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Huntress,  l.ovell 
Mathews,  Means,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P.  Morrison,  Mill' 
lett.  Murphy,  Parkman,  Pope.  Pratt,  Pray,  Rogers' 
Smith,  Swan,  Viles,  Wakefield,  Walsh,  Weich" 
Wheeler,  Whitmore — 48.  > 

Nay? — Cotton,  Fiske,  Fitzpatrick,  Maguire,  P.  J, 
McLaughlin,  Quigley,  Rosnosky— 7. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Barry,  Bowker,  H.  B.  Clapp, 
Dana,  Deuney,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Laufen, 
McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  McNainara,  Powers, 
Teevan,  Wharton,  Williams— 15. 

Mr.  Greenough  moved  a  reconsideration.    Lost. 

The  second  order  wasamended  making  the  amount 
$394,000,  and  as  amended  was  passed.  Mr.  Green- 
ough  moved  a  reconsideration.    Lo*t. 

On  mo  ion  of  Mr.  Greenough  the  third  order  Was 
amended  bj  adding  the  following: 

•And  that  Hie  Water  Board  he  hereby  directed  to 
remove  the  loam  from  the  proposed  basin  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  $40,000. 

As  amended  the  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Green- 
ough moved  a  recousi  iteration.    Lost. 

Severally  sent  up. 

THE  SUMMER   VACATION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith.,  of  Ward  21,  the  order  for 
the  adjournment  of  the  Common  Council  for  the 
summer  vacation  on  July  14th  was  taken  from  the 
table  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  the  order  was  amended 
so  thai  it  would  read  that  the  Council  adjourned  on 
Aug.  4th. 

Di-cussi  n  ensued  as  to  the  time  to  which  the 
Council  should  adjourn,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whit 
mere  the  order  was  amended  so  that  the  adjourn- 
ment should  be  until  the  18th  of  August  current. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wheeler,  of  Ward  10  the  order 
was  further  amended  so  that  it  read — That  when  this 
Council  aljourn  it  be  to  meet  on  Thursday,  Aug.  18th 
cunent,  at  I1/,  o'clock,  P.  M. 

As  amended  the  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.  Lost. 

SUPPLEMENTARY      READING      FOR       THE       PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS. 

The  Council  next  proceeded  to  consider  the  special 
assignment  for  8  P.  M.,  viz.: 

Report  and  order  for  the  supply  by  the  Trustees 
of  the  f  ublic  Liorary  of  supplementary  reading  to 
the  public  schools  at  an  expense  ot  31000,  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  incidentals.  (See 
City  Document  105.' 

The  report  was  accepted. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  order  to 
a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  a-ked  for  some  explanation. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17— The  Committee  on  Public 
Library  had  a  meeting  last  week  and  gave  the  sub- 
ject fair  and  proper  consideration.  It  seemed  to 
them  that  it  was  a  proper  order  to  pass.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  no  member  of  the  Committee  is  fully  posted 
in  all  the  details  of  the  Wells  school  system.  But  as 
I  stated  at  the  last  meeting,  it  was  explained  to.  me 
informally  by  one  of  th"  trustees,  and  it  struck  me 
favorably.  1  cannot  remember  the  lull  particulars, 
But  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21,  in  offering 
the  order  gave  a  tair  explanation  of  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  think  there  is  very  great  doubt 
■.aether  this  order  ought  to  he  before  us.  It 
seems  to  come  very  dangerously  near  the  10th  Joint 
Rule  which  provides: 

'•Whenever  the  amounts  designated  and  appropri- 
ated ai  aforesaid  have  been  expended,  and  an  addi- 
uiii  i-  required,  or  whenever  the  estimates 
for  the  completion  of  an  object,  or  tor  any  purpose, 


exceed  the  appropriation  specially  made  therefor,  or 
whenever  an  expenditure  is  required  for  an  object, 
or  a  purpose,  not  contemplated  at  the  time  the  ap- 
propation  was  made,  the  committee,  board  or  officer 
having  charge  thereof,  shall  furnish  to  the  City 
Council  a  detailed  statement  in  print  of  the  expendi- 
tures already  made,  and  the  necessity  for  an  addi- 
tional appropriation;  and  no  contract  shall'be  made, 
nor  expenditure  authorized,  in  either  case,  unless 
provision  for  the  same  shall  be  made  by  special 
transfer  from  some  of  the  appropriations  contained 
in  the  General  Appropriation  bill,  or  by  loan." 

At  the  last  meeting  it  was  decided  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  21,  who  then  occupied  the  chair, 
that  an  order  which  came  from  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men really  was  a  transfer  from  an  appropriation, 
and  required  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  both  branches 
of  the  City  Council,  instead  of  two-thirds  of  those 
present  and  voting.  It  seems  to  me  this  must  be  re- 
garded as  an  addition  to  the  appropriation  for  Public 
Library  for  the  present  year.  There  must  be  practi- 
cally a  transfer  of  the  amount  in  this  case,  as  iu  the 
other.  In  the  second  place,  we  have  no  such  state- 
ment of  expenditures  already  made,  as  is  clearly  re- 
quired by  the  16th  Joint  Rule,— which  I  do  not  think 
is  a  desirable  one  in  all  respects,  and  does  not  always 
work  well.  But  beyond  the  technical  objections, 
1  hope  the  Council  will  be  inclined  to  reject  the 
order,  because  this  document  does  not  give  any 
reason  for  its  passage.  As  near  as  I  can  ascer- 
taiu,  the  school-teachers  are  to  take  out  the  books, 
and  all  the  trustees  have  to  do  is  to  receive  the  list 
which  is  to  be  prepared  and  approved  by  the  School 
Committee's  Committee  on  Text  Books.  Under 
cover  of  the  trustees,  this  is  merely  an  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  School  Committee  to  get  §1000  more 
than  their  regular  appropriation,  in  order  to  try  a 
scheme  of  their  own.  It  may  be  a  good  one,  and 
may  not.  If  it  is  a  good  one  they  ought  to  try  it 
out  of  their  own  funds.  I  cannot  see  the  necessity 
of  drawing  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  into 
it  We  have  a  school  agent  to  draw  books,  and  he 
might  do  it  under  his  contract,  and  if  it  is  under- 
taken in  ary  other  way  he  might  consider  it  an  in- 
terference with  his  contract,  and  the  city  might  be 
liable  In  the  next  place  I  hope  the  Council  will 
notice  this  most  remarkable  agreement  made  by  the 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  and  the  School  Com- 
mittee by  which  they  pledge  themselves  that: 

"Provided  that  the  experience  of  the  coming  year 
is  successful,  that  unless  the  City  Council  in  their 
next  annual  appropriation  should  provide  a  sum  for 
auxiliary  reading,  the  trustees  of  the  library  shall 
join  with  the  School  Committee  in  petitioning  for  a 
special  appropriation  for  the  purpose,  in  such  sum 
as  shall  be  agreed  upon  conference  between  the  two 
bodies,  to  be  administered  upon  the  terms  herein 
proposed.'' 

That  is  a  most  remarkable  agreement  to  be 
brought  iu  here  as  the  basis  lor  us  to  act  upon. 
Here  are  two  bodies  who  ordinarilly  come  iu  and 
ask  for  an  appropriation  separately,  and  yet  they 
made  an  agreement  that  if  they  didn't  get  it 
in  any  other  way  they  will  come  in  here  and 
persuade  the  City  Council  for  a  further  sum  to 
be  administered  unon  as  they  think  best.  It 
seems  to  me  that  is  not  exactly  an  argument  for 
ub  to  pass  it.  But  to  come  back  to  the  point  from 
which  I  started.  There  is  nothing  in  tbe'document 
submitted,  or  in  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  21,  which  ,1  have  read  again  carefully 
to-day,  to  show  that  the  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library  nave  anything  to  do  with  it.  It  would  be 
just  as  well  for  the  teachers  in  any  Sunday  school  to 
come  to  the  trustees  and  ask  them  to  pick  out  books 
for  the  children  under  their  charge.  This  is  nothing 
that  calls  for  the  action  of  the  trustees  as  such.  Any 
naif  dozen  gentlemen  interested  in  literature  can  act 
just  as  well."  The  idea  is  that  the  School  Committee 
is  going  to  get  $1000  extra  for  educaiionai  purposes, 
without  complying  with  the  16th  Joint  Rule.  I  raise 
the  point  ot  order  that  the  Council  cannot  admit  the 
orde.  in  its  present  form. 

The  President— The  Chair  thinks  the  point  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21— I  beg  the  Chair's  patience 
with  me  before  he  decides  that  point. 

The  President — The  Chair  will  allow  the  gentle- 
man to  make  his  statement.  [The  President  read 
the  16th  Joint  Rule  and  the  vote  of  the  Trustees  cf 
the  Public  Library:  "That  the  Trustees  hereby  re- 
commend to  the  City  Government  that  a  special  ap- 
propriation of  $1000  for  the  present  financial  year  of 
the  city  be  granted  by  the  City  Council  for  supple- 
mentary reading,  to  be  disbursed  upon  the  system 
set  forth  in  the  aforesaid  vote  of  May  24th,"  and 
"that  the  Clerk  transnii*  to  the  City  Council  certi- 
fled  copies  Of  this  vote  and  of  the  aforesaid  vote."] 
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It  seems  t  >  the  Chair  that  this  is  a  request  from  the 
Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  for  a:i  appropiation 
for  an  object  not  contemplated  at  the  time  the  ap- 
propriation for  Public  Library  was  made,  and  there- 
fore, it  must  be  provided  for  by  transfer  from  some 
other  appropriation.  The  Chair  will  now  bear  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  21. 

Mr.  Pratt— Perhaps  in  looking  at  it  offhand  it 
would  strike  any  one  so.  The  Chair  will  observe  the 
order  is  reported  back  just  as  it  was  drawn.  The 
order  does  not  indicate  that  it  is  asking;  for  au  addi- 
tional appropriation  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library,  or  for  an  appropriation  for  a  purpose  dif- 
ferent from  any  contemplated  in  their  request  or 
suggestion  for  the  amount,  of  the  appropriation  for 
that  department  this  year.  The  construction  of  the 
rule  evidently  should  be  that  when  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  the  cone  uct  of  affairs  of  that  department, 
it  could  not  have  been  foreseen  and  made  a  part  of 
the  appropriation  at  the  beginning  of  the  yepr,  they 
must  not  come  in  and  ask  for  it,  unless  they  give  a 
detailed  statement  showing  why  they  have  not 
money  enough  on  hand  to  do  it.  This  is  not 
a  part  of  the  ordinary  work  of  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Public  Library.  It  is  no  nearer 
akin  to  the  work  of  the  Public  Library 
than  to  that  of  the  School  Committee.  It  appears  to 
me  to  occupy  a  place  between  these  two  bodies,  and 
to  be  in  a  certain  sense  supplementary  to  both.  It 
forms,  so  to  speak,  a  connecting  link  between  the 
Public  Library  and  public  schools.  When  the  library 
was  founded  it.  was  contemplated  by  its  largest  do- 
nor and  by  tL.e  trustee5,  and  has  never  faded  from 
the  consideration  of  the  trustees,  that  it  should  be  a 
supplement  to  the  public  schools;  a  magazine  whence 
should  be  drawn  by  pupils  in  the  puolic  schools, 
while  in  them  and  alter  they  had  left  them,  mate- 
rials for  the  pursuit  of  practical  knowledge,  so  they 
might  become  better  informed  and  skilled  for  ihe 
various  employments  of  life.  To  a  large  extent  the 
library  has  become  one  of  reference  and  entertain- 
ment, and  the  connection  between  it  and  the  public 
schools  has  not  been  as  close  as  those  who  are  watch- 
ing the  best  progress  of  education  and  best  use  of 
the  library  desire.  Efforts  have  been  made  in  two 
or  thieeways  to  brlog  the  scholars  in  the  public 
schools,  and  especially  in  the  higher  classes,  mto 
closer  relations  with  the  Public  Library.  But  here 
is  a  direction  which  has  not  been  thought  of  before. 
Here  is  presented  to  us  in  brief  results  a  method  by 
which  the  Public  Library  and  the  public  schools  can 
be  brought  nearer  together,  and  the  pupils  will  be 
enabled  to  derive  benefit  from  the  Public  Library,  in 
conn  ?ction  with  their  studies,  that  has  not  been  re- 
ceived before.  It  originated  in  an  experiment  in 
Chelsea  by  the  preseut  librarian,  where  for  years  he 
has  carried  on  a  class,  aiding  then  to  procure  a  cer- 
tain number  of  books  for  ooe  class  of  reading  that 
were  all  alike,  meeting  and  studying  those  books 
just  as  scholars  in  botany  might  study  an  herbarium, 
or  just  as  an  artist  might  study  a  fine  painting  or  a 
series  of  sketches  or  etchings— studying  the  book 
as  a  work  of  art,  or  as  a  piece  of  lit- 
erary structure  and  understanding  it  thoroughly 
from  beginning  to  end.  Then  he  introduced  that 
system  here  by  his  own  generosity  and  that  of  "he 
president  of  the  trustees,  their  first  contributions  be- 
ing fifty  dollars  apiece,  and  thev  made  subsequent 
ones  and  introduced  it  in  connection  with  the  public 
schools  by  interesting  the  masters,  and  they  in  turu 
interesting  some  of  their  pupils.  It  has  worked  to  a 
charm.  The  masters  of  other  schools  were  interested. 
The  results  have  been  such  as  to  command  the  atten- 
tion of  those  interested  in  education  and  libraries  all 
across  the  country.  The  previous  appropriations  for 
this  purpose  have'  been  made  by  private  benevolence. 
We  cannot  summon  Mr.Chamberlain  and  Mr.  Green- 
ough  to  reiterate  the  statement  of  their  expenditures 
on  this  account.  What  thev  have  done  is  from  pri- 
vate benevolence.  They  and  their  associates 
on  the  trustees  have  watched  it  uutil  they 
think  there  is  an  opportunity  where  the 
city  might  do  some  good.  They  have  been  in  con- 
ference with  the  School  Committee,  and  find  it  is 
not  proper  for  them  to  take  charge  of  it  so  much  as 
it  is  for  the  trustees  of  the  library,  and  so  upon  an 
agreement  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has 
seen  fit  to  characterize  as  an  unseemly  one,  they  have 
presented  the  matter  to  the  City  Council  and  asked 
for  au  appropriation.  That  is  the  way  it  comes 
here,  They  a«k  au  appropriation  for  what?  Not  for 
carrying  on  the  Public  Library;  not  for  salaries  for 
present  or  new  employees;  not  for  the  purchase  of 
books  to  put  on  the  library  shelves  or  in  circulation 
in  the  ordinary  wav.  But  they  ask  the  City  Council 
to  allow  them  :o  establish  in  a  small  way  a  little  de- 
partment between  the  Public  Library  and  ohe  pub- 
lic schools,   and   to     let   the   trustees    of    the   li- 


brary, if  they  will  assume  it,  carry  out  the  dis- 
pensing of  that  $1000.  Although  it  may,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  remarked,  verge"  very 
closely  upon  the  ground  covered  by  Rule  16,  it  does 
not  seem  to  me  to  come  within  it.  It  is  not  a  matter 
which  should  be  controlled  by  that  rule.  The  appro- 
priation for  Public  Library"  has  just  begun  to  be 
drawn  upon  this  year.  As  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Library  know,  the  appropriations  asked  for 
this  year  and  last,  and  the  year  before,  were  kept 
down  to  the  closest  possib'e  limit,  aud  there  is  noth- 
ing to  spare  for  anything  else.  But  that  is  not  the 
question  presented  now.  I  simply  wanted  to  state 
sufficient  of  the  course  of  this  matter  to  free  it  a  lit- 
tle from  the  insufficient  presentment  of  the  geutle- 
man  from  Ward  12,  so  that  the  Chair  might  see  it  in 
its  proper  bearinas. 

Mr.  Whitmore— In  regard  to  this  Rule  16, 1  can 
only  say  this  much 

The  President— The  Chair  will  ask  the  gentleman 
to  consider  the  point,  that  there  is  uothing  in  the 
rule  which  says  »n  order  shall  not  be  introduced,  but 
the  rule  requires  that  the  board  shall  g!ve  a  state- 
ment of  the  expenses,  which  in  this  case  the  board 
had  failed  to  do,  a~d  whether  that  would  not  invali- 
date the  offering  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  will  speak  to  that  point.  It 
happened  in  1879  and  other  years,  when  departments 
sent  in  requests  for  an  additional  appropriation, 
without  complying  with  the  16th  Joint  Rule,  the  com- 
munications were  sent  back,upon  the  express  ground 
that  the  presiding  officer  of  this  body  cannot  receive 
a  document  contrary  to  the  rules,  if  his  attention  is 
called  to  the  fact. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  spare  the  gentle- 
man from  going  any  further.  The  Chair  is  ol  opinion 
that  the  communication  cannot  be  received. 

Er.  Pratt— I  wish  the  Chair  would  allow  me  to 
make  another  sujgestion. 

The  Presideut— The  Chair  is  in  a  position  where  he 
desires  to  be  convinced. 

Mr.  Pratt — Here  was  a  communication,  received 
from  the  trustees  to  be  sure,  but  representing  both 
the  School  Committee  and  the  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library.  When  it  was  presented  I  was  allowed,  un- 
der a  suspension  of  the  rule,  to  offer  an  order  look- 
ing to  an  appropriation  a  little  different  in  ils 
terms  from  the  one  they  requested  or  suggested 
in  their  draft,  and  that  order  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Library.  I  do  not 
suppose  we  want  to  establi-h  the  principle  that 
no  member  of  this  Council  can  offer  au  order 
for  an  appropriation  for  something  not  included  in 
the  appropriation  bill,  unless  he  comes  in  with  a 
statement  of  the  expenditures  made  in  that  depart- 
ment. The  oraer  reported  by  the  committee  is  the 
one  I  offered, and  which  was  referred  to  in  the  commu- 
nication. It  is  on  this  order  that.the  gentleman  asks 
the  ruling  of  the  Chair,  that  I  cannot  offer  an  order. 
as  a  member  of  this  Council,  for  an  appropriation 
for  something  different  from  what  was  contemplated, 
without  showing  a  statement  of  what  has  been  done 
by  the  Trustees  of  tbe  Public  Library.  I  presume 
that  if  that  point  had  been  ruled  in"  his  favor,  he 
would  then  have  required  that  I  show  a  statement  of 
the  expenditures  of  the  School  Committee. 

The  President— I  sympathize  with  the  gentleman 
deeply.  It  is  the  same  point  I  raised  last  year  on  the 
appropriation  for  the  two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anni- 
versary. I  cannot  see  any  difference.  The  rule  is 
explicit  and  the  latter  oart  of  it  has  not  been  com- 
plied with.  The  vote  of  the  trustees  is  clearly  for 
an  object  mt  contemplated  at  the  time  the  appro- 
priation was  made,  and  wheD  seut  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil it  should  have  been  accompanied  by  a  statement 
showing  how  the  appropriation  had  been  expended- 
The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  order  must  fall 
with  the  communication,  and  the  Chair  will  so  de- 
cide. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  will  ask  the  Chair  to  rule  whether 
that  communication  is  before  the  Council. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  that  it  is  not, 
and  that  it  will  be  returned  to  the  trustees. 

Mr.  Pratt— And  it  is  not  before  the  Couucil  on  ac- 
count of  the  construction  of  Rule  16? 

The  President— Yes. 

Mr.  Pratt — Aud  it  was  before  the  Council  until  the 
point  was  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12? 

The  President— ft  was,  until  the  attention  of  the 
Chair  was  called  to  the  fact  that  the  communication 
conflicted  with  Rule  16. 

Mr.  Pratt— Then  I  will  ask  if  my  order,  which  has 
beeu  reported  back  by  them,  is  now  before  the 
Council? 

The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  lhat  it  cannot 
be  entertained  until  accompanied  bv  a  statement 
showing  the  condition  of  the  appropriation  for  the 
Public  Library,  and  the  reasons  for  this  transfer. 
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Mi.  Pratt — May  I  ask  the  Cbair  to  state  on  what 
grounds'.' 

The  President— On  his  construction  or  Rule  16. 
[The  President  read  the  rule.]  If  the  gentleman  de- 
sires to  offer  such  an  order  it  is  in  his  power  to  ask 
The  trustees  of  the  Public  Librarv  for,  and  car.  ac- 
company the  order  with  a  statement  of  how  their 
appropriation  has  been  expended. 

Mr.  Pratt— Does  tbe  Chair  rule  that  the  order  is 
not  before  the  Council? 

The  President — The  Chair  rules  that  the  order 
cannot  be  entertained  until  accompanied  by  the 
statement  required  by  Kule  16. 

Mr.  Pratt— Notwithstanding  the  report  of  the  com- 
mitter has  been  accepted? 

The  President— Yes. 

Mr.  Macuire,  of  Ward  19,  asked  if  a  quorum  was 
present,  and  the  President  said  44  gentlemen  were 
present. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Fitzpatiick.  of  Ward  8,  presented  a  petition 
from  the  Standard  Rubber  Company  for  leave  to  erect 
a  wooden  building  on  Li  Grange  street,  rear  of  a  d 
near  Washington  street,  Ward  23.  Referred  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build 
ings. 

Mr.  Murphy,  of  Ward  3,  presented  a  petition  of 
Geo.  H.  Murray  and  others,  that  before  any  action  is 
taken  on  the  proposed  new  bridge  to  Cha-lestown 
they  may  be  heard  in  presentation  of  a  plan  by  which 
the  desired  improvements  may  be  made  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  citizens  and  at  very  much  less  expense 
than  by  any  other  plan  that  has  been  suggested  up 
to  this  time.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

AUDITOR'S  EXHIBIT. 

The  Auditor's  exhibit  (City  Doc.  93)  of  the  state  of 
the  appropriations  on  August  1st,  was  leceived  and 
sent  up. 

Total  appropriations,  $13,088,033.37  ;  expended, 
$3,705,957.20;  balance  unexpended,  $9,382,076.17. 

THE  WIDENING  OF  CCHVE  STREET. 

The  following  was  received  s 

Office  of  the  Street  Commissioners,  I 
Boston,  August  4,  1881.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  Ciry  Council. 

The  Board  o£  Street  Commissioners  respectfully 
report,  in  reply  to  your  order  of  June  13,  that  the 
cost  of  widening  Curve  street  on  the  southerly  side, 
from  Broadway  extension  to  Albany  street,  where  it 
is  now  substantially  forty  feet  wide,  to  fifty  feet, 
would  require  au  appropriation  of  §28,000.  As  a 
widening  to  fifty  feet  woulu  destroy  the  buildings 
cut,  the  only  additional  expense  ot  a  greater  width 
than  fifty  feet  tor  the  street  would  be  for  the  extra 
land  required. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners, 
J.  H.  Jenkins,  Clerk. 

Sent  up. 

THE  CHARLESTOWN  BRIDGE. 

The  following  was  received: 

Board  of  Strket  Commissioners,  | 
Boston,  Jul?  28, 1881.  f 

To  tbe  Honorable  City  Council. 

The  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  beg  leave  to 
report  to  the  City  Council,  that  in  their  conversatins 
with  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  new 
Charlestown  Bridge  to  Charlestown,  bis  request  for 
an  estimate  was  misapprehended  as  to  the  land  tube 
embraced  therein,  and  they  wish  to  correct  tbe  state- 
ment made  in  tbe  committee's  report  upon  the  cost 
of  the  proposed  bridge,  so  far  as  to  say  that  tbe 
land  damages  will  in  their  judgment  'amount  to 
$125,000,  instead  of  $75,000  as  stated  in  the  re- 
port. 

By  order  of  the  Board  ot  Street  Commissioners, 

J.  H.  Jenkins,  Clerk. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

assessment  and  collection  of  taxes. 

Mr.  Wheeler,  of  Ward  10,  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Coimuitteeon  Ordinances  on  the  request  to 
report  an  ordinance  providing  for  the  sale  of  real 
estate  taken  or  purchased  for  non-payment  of  taxes 
and  other  assessment-,  recommending  the  passage  of 
tbe  following: 

An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  on  Ordinance  relating  t     the  As-essment 

and  Collection  of  Taxes. 
14e  it  ordained,  &<-. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  aese-s- 
uient  aud  collection    of    taxes,  pa-  ed    February  10, 

hereby  amended  by  adding  tin:   following 

<u: 


Section  14.  The  City  Collector  shall  advertise,  and 
cause  to  be  sold,  pursuant  to  Chapter  183,  of  the  Acts 
of  1862,  and  Chapter  266,  of  the  Acts  of  1878,  and  all 
other  provisions  oi  law  hereto  applying,  any  and  all 
real  estate,  taken  or  purchased  by  the  city  for  non- 
payment of  taxes  and  assessments,  and  which  shall 
not  be  redeemed  within  toe  time  fixed  by  the  stat- 
ute. The  Mayor  shall  have  power  to  execute,  to  the 
purchaser  of  any  such  estate,  a  quitclaim  deed,  upon 
payment  of  the  purchase  money  to  tbe  Collector. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  the  ordinance  was  specially 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  8  o'clock  and  ordered 
printed. 

WATER  FROM  LAKE  WINNIP1SEOGEE. 

Mr.  Green~ugh,  of  Ward  9,  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Water  on  the  order  to  inves- 
tigate and  report  upon  the  practicability  of  obtain- 
ing a  supplv  of  water  from  Lake  Winniuiseogee. 
That  the  expense  attached  to  such  a  scheme  would 
be  too  great  to  warrant  its  being  undertaken,  and  it 
is  inexpedient  to  give  the  subjecc  further  considera- 
tion. 

Messrs.  Mullett  and  Rosnosky,  a  minority  of  the 
com nitree,  dissent  from  the  conclusions  of  the  ma- 
jority and  believe  the  subject  to  be  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  merit  a  ca'  eful  investigation. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  moved  to  substitute  the  minority  re- 
port for  that  of  the  majority,  and  on  his  motion  fur- 
ther consideration  of  tne  subject  was  specially  as- 
signed to  the  next  ueeting  at  8'/2  o'clock. 

WAGES  OF  EMPLOYEES  IN  THE  CEMETERIES. 

Mr.  Wakefield,  of  Ward  23,  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Mt.  Hope  and  Cedar  Grove 
cemeteries,  on  petition  of  John  J.  Flynn  and  others, 
employees  in  Mt.  Hope  cemetery,  tor  increase  of 
pay.  That  inasmuch  is  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
said  cemetery  are  elected  by  the  City  Council  for  the 
express  purpo-e  of  managing  the  affairs  of  that  de- 
partment, and  are  invested  by  ordinance  with  full 
powers  to  pass  upon  such  questions  as  tbe  one  under 
consideration,  they  believe  the  subject  should  be  re- 
ferred to  that  board,  and  respectfully  recommended 
such  reference. 

(Signed)  Chas.H.  Hersey, 

Geo.  Curtis, 
Nelson  S.  Wakefield. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Devlin,  of  Ward  13,  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following 
petitions : 

Catherine  Cooton  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries 
received  on  Stillman  street. 

Z.  H.  Tobey  to  be  compensated  on  account  of  the 
death  of  her  husband,  Thomas  J,  Tobev,  a  member 
of  the  Fire  Department. 

J.  Robbins  &  Co.  to  be  paid  the  amoant  of  a  bill 
for  materials  furnished  the  city  in  1876. 

E.  W.  Murray  to  be  compensated  for  injury  to  his 
hack  by  insecure  condition  'if  Pynchon  street. 

Severally  accepted.    Sent  up. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Brimbecom  of  Ward  18  moved 
to  reconsider  the  acceptance  of  the  report  in  the 
case  of  Z.  H.  Tobey,  saying  he  was  to  have  been 
notified  of  the  bearing  and  had  not  been. 

Mr.  Devlin  said  this  was  a  case  which  excited  the 
sympathy  of  the  committee.  The  man  wus  injured 
on  the  fireboat,  but  was  not  on  duty.  There  was  no 
liability  on  the  part  ol  the  city,  as  lie  stated  before 
his  death. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brimbecom  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  was  specially  asigned  to  the  next 
meeting. 

arrangement  of  seats    in  the  council 

CHAMBER. 

Mr.  Clapp,  of  Ward  14,  submitted  the  following- 
The  Committee  [on  Public  Buildings  on  the  part 
of  the  Council]  named  in  the  accompanying  order, 
dated  January  13th,  1881,  on  the  matter  of  changing 
the  seats  in  the  Council  Chamber,  beg  leave  to  re- 
port as  follows:  Although  the  pre-ent  arrangement 
of  the  seats  is  convenicnr  i  i  some  respects,  yonr  com- 
mittee find  that  anv  extensive  change  would  be  very 
expensive,  owing  to  the  system  of  numerous  ventilat- 
ing tubes  connected  with  the  present  desks.  The  best 
pian  of  arrangement  wou'd  prob.iblv  he  that  of  seats 
risir.g  towards  the  walls  of  the  hall,  with  the  Presi- 
dents desk  at  the  lowest  level.  In  this  way  every  mem- 
ber could  see  all  the  Droceedinss,  and  the  seats  would 
ho  cq'viilv  available.  The  cost  of  eucb  a  change,  pro- 
vided that  the  same  systeai  of  ventilation  was  con- 
tinued, would  be  at    least    live   thousand   dollars. 
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Your  committee  cannot  recommend  this  expense 
during  the  present  year,  however  desirable  the  re- 
salt  would  be.  It  seems  orobable,  however,  that  by 
remodelling  the  President's  desk  aud  rearranging 
the  other  desks  and  chairs  on  the  sides  of  that  desk, 
it  will  be  possible  to  give  some  room,  so  that  ever) 
seat  will  accommodate  and  command  a  view  of  every 
other  cue.  The  expense  of  this  change  would  be 
much  less,  probably  not  exceediug  five  or  six  hun- 
dred dollars.  Your  committee  therefore  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Ordered.  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  be  directed  to  alter  the  desks  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  so  as  to  allow  all  the  seats  on  the 
side  divisions  to  be  in  sight  of  each  other,  the  ex- 
pense not  to  exceed  eight  hundred  dollars,  aud  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  incidentals. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Greenough  asked  for  some  explanation  aDd 
Mr.  Whitmore  said  the  mattei  had  been  before  tLe 
committee  since  January.  The  City  Architect  was 
confident  the  few  changes  required  could  be  made 
within  the  sum  named,  and  that  the  members  of  Di- 
vision 1  could  have  a  full  view  of  the  chamber. 

Mr.  Pratt  raised  the  point  as  to  whether  this  order 
is  entertaicable,  not  being  accompauied  by  the  state- 
ment of  the  expenditures  in  the  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Buildings  required  by  Role  16. 

The  President  —The  Chair  does  not  think  it  comes 
under  that  head  at  all.  There  is  no  requisition  from 
the  department,  and  there  is  nothi  g  asking  for  an 
additional  appropriation.  It  is  simply  an  order  for 
something  to  be  done  with  an  appropriation  already 
made.  The  Chair  does  not  think  the  point  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  beg  to  point  out  that  the  circum- 
stances are  precisely  parallel  with  the  others  under 
which  the  ruling  was  made.  The  order  was  for  the 
appropriation  to  be  charged  to  incidentals  as  this 
one  is. 

The  President— The  appropriation  for  incidentals 
is  made  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  for  just  such 
purposes  as  this.  It  is  not  for  any  board,  and  there 
is  nothing  to  bring  it  within, the  rule.  The  Chair 
fails  to  see  the  slightest  similitude  between  the  two 
eases. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair, 
and  wish  to  make  a  brief  statement.  I  offered  an 
order  looking  to  the  authorising 

Mr.  Lauten  raised  the  point  that  the  appeal  had 
not  been  seconded. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  seconded  the  appeal  in  order  to 
save  time. 

Mi.  Pratt— That  was  an  order  authorizing  a 
board  to  make  an  expenditure  of  S1000  to  be 
charged  to  incidentals.  The  Chair  rulrd  it  was 
for  an  object  not  contemplated  when  the  Appropria- 
tion bill  was  passed,  was  offered  oy  a  member  on 
the  floor,  referred  to  a  committee,  reported  hack  and 
the  report  accepted,  and  the  order  was  then  before 
the  Council,  except  that  this  point  had  not  been 
raised,  just  as  this  order  is.  '  This  order  looks  to  the 
expenditure  of  money  for  a  purpose  not  contem- 
plated when  the  Appropriation  bill  was  passed,  and 
the  expenditure  is  to  be  charged  to  incidentals.  The 
Department  of  Public  Buildings  had  an  appropri- 
ation allowed  them  of  $85,000,  and  this  is  lor  an  ob- 
ject not  contemplated  in  that  appropriation. 

The  President — Does  the  gentleman  desire  to  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  this  matter  was  referred  to 
the  committee  for  them  to  consider  on  the  13th  of 
January? 

Mr.  t-ratt— It  did  not  appear  in  the  estimates  of 
the  committee,  no  appropriation  was  made  for  it. 
and  it  is  for  an  object  not  contemplated  at  the  time 
the  bill  was  passed.  The  cases  ore  precisely  paral- 
lel, and  if  the  ruling  was  sound  before — which  I  do 
not  now  attempt  to  question — it  is  sound  in  this  in- 
stance, and  beture  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings can  have  that  recommendation  entertained, 
they  must  give  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  al- 
ready made. 

The  question  was  taken  by  a  rising  vote  upon  sus- 
taining the  decision  of  the  Chair,  19  for,  7  against.  A 
quorum  not  having  voted,  the  President  directed 
that  the  roll  be  called,  which  was  done  with  the  fol- 
lowing result: 

Present— 'iailsy,  Bartlett,  Boyle,  Brimbecom, 
Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  Connell,  Costello,  Cronin, 
Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Emery,  Farwell, 
Fisk,  Fitzpatrick,  Freeman,  Folan,  Gove,  Greenough, 
Hart,  Huntress,  Lauteu,Lovell,Maguire.  Mathews, 
Means,  P.  Morrison,  Murphy,  Parkman,  Pope, 
Pratt,  Kosnosky,  S  i.ith,  Viles,  Wakefield,  Welch, 
Wheeler,  Whitmore. 

Absent— Ban y,  Beal,  Bigelow,  Bowker,  H.  B. 
Clupp,  Coulin,  Cotton,  Daly,  Dana,  Denney,  J.  Do- 
herty,  Eddy,  Ford,  Harding,  Hilton,  Hoslev,  McCor- 


mick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  McNa- 
inara,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Powers,  Pray,  Quie 
ley,  Rogers,  Swan,  Teevan,  Walsh,  Wharton,  Wil- 
liams. 

The  question  was  again  taken  on  sustaiirn?  the  de- 
cision ol  the  Chair,  24  for,  9  against — a  quorum  not 
voting.  At  the  request  of  Mr  Piatt  the  President 
again  stated  the  question  tully. 

The  Chair  was  sustained,  29  for,  9  against. 

The  order  was  refused  a  second  reading. 

NUISANCE  ON    NORFOLK  AVENUE,  ETC. 

Mr.  Hart,  of  Waid  1?,  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Finance  Committee,  on  request  of  Board  of  Health, 
for  means  to  abate  the  nuisance  in  territory  bounded 
by  Norfolk  avpnue,  Clapp  and  Franklin  streets  and 
East  Chester  Paik,  with  an  order,  That  the  Auditor 
of  Accounts  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  trans- 
fer the  sum  of  $2000  from  the  reserved  fund  to  a 
special  appropriation  to  be  styled  "Abating  Nui- 
sance. Norfolk  avenue,  etc.,"  to  be  expended  by  ihe 
Board  of  Health  for  the  purpose  of  abating  the  said 
nuisance 

The  report  was  accepted. 

The  question  came  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Pratt  raised  the  point  of  order  that  the  order 
could  not  be  entertained  under  the  16th  rule  because 
it  is  not  accompanied  by  a  statement  of  the  expendi- 
ture-* in  the  d<partment  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

The  President  ruled  the  point  of  order  well  taken 

ARNOLD  ARBORETUM. 

Mr.  Hart,  of  Ward  18,  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance  on  the  orders  referred  bv  the 
Common  Council  July  21, 1881,  for  the  Park  Com- 
missioners to  take  the  Arnold  Arboretum  for  a  pub- 
lic park,  &c.,  aud  to  borrow  §60,000  for  purchasing 
or  taking  the  adjoining  lands,  recommending  the 
passage  of  both  orders,  with  an  amendment  to  the 
first  oroer  by  inserting  after  "purchase"  the  words 
"or  take." 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came  on 
giving  the  orders  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Pratt  raised  the  poiut  of  order  that  the  orders 
could  not  be  entertained,  as  they  were  not  ac- 
companied by  the  statement  of  the  expenditures 
by  the  Park  Department,  as  required  by  Joint 
Rule  16. 

Mr.  Whitmore  asked  Mr.  Pratt  if  there  had  been 
any  appropriation  made  for  this  purpose  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year. 

Mr.  Pratt  replied  by  quoting  from  the  Appropria- 
tion bill  showing  the  appropriation  made  for"  the 
Park  Department,  and  contended  that  this  order  is 
for  a  purpose  not  contemplated  wheu  specific  ap- 
propriations were  made,  and  could  not  be  enter- 
tained because  unaccompanied  with  the  statement 
required  by  Rule  16. 

Mr.  Whitmore  spid  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21 
misapprehended  the  meaning  of  the  rule,  aud  shut 
his  eyes  to  the  fact  that  this  was  not  in  addition  to 
the  regular  work  of  the  department,  whereas  in  the 
case  of  the  supplementary  reading  it  was  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books,  which  is  one  of  the  legitimate  branch- 
es of  the  Public  Library  work. 

The  President  ruled  that  Mr.  Pratt's  point  of  or- 
der was  well  taken,  aud  that  the  orders  could  not  be 
entertained. 

Mi'.  Connell,  of  Ward  20,  moved  to  adjourn. 
Lost. 

SUNDRY  ORDINANCES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances: 

Streets. 

Report  that  the  ordiuauce  to  amend  an  ordinance 
in  relation  to  streets  (lef erred  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, May  16, 1881)  ought  not  topass. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Fire  Department. 
Report  on  the  draft  of  an  ordinance  to  amend  an 
ordinance  in  relation   to  the  Fire  Departmenl,  (re- 
ferred July  21, 1881.)  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  same  in  a  new  draft,  as  follows: 

An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  an  Ordinance  concerning  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 
Be  it  ordained,  &c 

Section  1  Section  6  of  the  ordinance  coucerniug 
the  File  Department,  printed  on  page  340  of  the 
statutes  and  ordinances  of  1S76,  is  herebv  repealed, 
and  the  following  enacted  in  place  thereof: 

Section  6.  The 'said  board  shall  monthly  make  a  re- 
port of  the  location  and  number  of  fires  in  the  pre! 
ceding  mouth,  the  amount  of  property  destroyed  and 
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cause  of  such  tires;  and  shall  annually  in  the  month 
of  .May  or  June  submit  in  print  a  brief  summary  of 
matter.')  of  interest  concerning  the  said  depart- 
ment. 

Report  accepted,  and  the  ordinance  was  specially 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  anil  ordered  printed. 

EXPLOSIVE  COMPOUNDS. 

Report  that  the  ordinance  concerning  explosive 
compounds  (referred  to  them  July  21, 1881)  ought  to 
pass. 

Report  accepted,  and  ordinance  specially  assigned 
to  'he  next  meeting  and  ordered  printed. 

SINKING  FUNDS. 

Mr.  Whilmore,  of  Ward  12,  submitted  a  report 
signed  by  Mr.Wheeler,  of  Ward  10,  for  the  Co  nmit- 
tee  on  Ordinances,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  pass  the 
"ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  regard  to  Fi- 
nance," [presented  in  Common  Council  July  21, 1881, 
retiealiiig  Sec.  20  (page  319,  Ord.  &  Stat.)  of  Ord.  in 
relation  to  Finance,  and  substituting  therefor  a  sec- 
tion providing  the  City  Treasurer,  if  elected  Treas- 
urer ol  the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners  shall  re- 
ceive a  salary  of  one  dollar  only,  and  that  the  Sink- 
ing Fund*  shall  be  drawn  only  by  check  signed  by  a 
majority  of  the  Commissioners,  &c] 

A  minority  report,  signed  by  Mr.  Whitniore,  of 
Ward  12.  dissents  and  recommends  the  passage  of 
the  ordinance. 

Mr.  \v  bit  more  moved  to  substitute  the  minority  for 
the  majority  report. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wheeler,  further  consideration 
of  the  ordinance  was  specially  assigned  to  the  first 
meeting  in  October,  and  ordered  printed, 

ELECTRIC   LIGHTS  ON  COMMON  AND  PUBLIC 

GAEDtX. 

Mr.  FitzpatricK,  ot  Ward  8,  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  the  Common,  So.,  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  placing  one  or  more  electric  lights  upon 
mmon  and  Public  Garden. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Common,  etc.  Mr. 
Fitzpatrick  moved  to  recomider.    Lost. 

VACANCY   IN  BOARD    OF    TRUSTEES    OF    CITY    HOS- 
PITAL. 

Air.  Whitmo-e,  of  Ward  12,  offered  an  order— That 
a  joint  committee  be  appointed  to  nominate  one 
member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  till  the  vacancy 
on  Hie  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospital  caused 
by  the  resignation  of  Alderman  Tucker. 

"In  connection  with  the  above  Mr.  Whitniore  pre- 
sented the  following: 

Corporation  Counsel's  office,  i 

2  Pemherton  Square,  Aug.  4, 1881, ) 
William  H.  Whitniore,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir,— I  find  that  your  communication  to  which 
you  say  that  you  received  no  reply,  was  answered 
DJ  me  soon  after  its  receipt.  My  answer  was  written 
on  the  communication,  or  annexed  to  it,  and  both 
directed  to,  and  should  have  been  received  by  you, 
and  would  have  been  but  for  some  mistake.  They 
were  sent  through  the  ordinary  channels,  and  I  have 
not,  therefore,  your  question?  to  which  I  can  refer. 
1  will  state  them  as  well  as  I  can  iroin  memory,  and 
also  my  answers  to  them: 

Question— Has  a  person  holding  an  office  a  right  to 
resign  his  office  at  his  pleasure? 

Answer — He  has. 

Question— To  whom  should  such  resignation  be 
made? 

Answer — If  the  office  is  held  by  appointment,  to 
the  appointing  power.  If  by  popular  election^  to 
the  body  of  which  he  is  a  member,  if  he  was  elected 
to  Bich  a  oody. 

Question — When  a  resignation  is  so  made,  is  an  ac- 
ceptance of  it  by  the  appointing  power,  or  by  the 
body  of  which  the  per-on  resigning   is  a  member, 
Mary  before  the  resignation  can  take  effect? 

Answer— I  think  not.  If  it  were,  tne  person  de- 
siring to  vacate  his  office  could  be  held  in  it  indefi- 
nitely against  his  will 

Question— After  a  person  has  so  resigned  his  office, 
can  he  reinstate  himself  in  it  by  withdrawing  his 
resignation? 

Answer— In  try  opinion  he  cannot.  When  the 
resignation  has  taken  effect  the  officer  is  as  much  out 
of  hi*  office  as  he  would  be  if  bis  official  term  had 
expired. 

Very  respectfully, 

Vours,  &c.., 

J.  P.  Healy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitniore.  the  communication 
of  the  Corporation  Counsel  w;'*  ordered  printed. 

Further  consiueratiOD  of   the  subject  was  specially 
oed  to  the  next  meeting  at '.)  o'clock,  P.  M. 


THANKS    TO    THE    PRESIDENT    PRO    TEM.   OF  THE 
LAST  SESSION. 

Mr.  Emery,  of  Ward  18,  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Common  Council 
be  tendered  to  Charles  E.  Pratt  for  the  very  efficient 
manner  in  which  he  presided  over  the  deliberations 
of  this  body,  as  President  pro  tempore,  during  the 
protracted  session  of  last  week. 

Mr.  Emery — I  twist  I  have  introduced  a  resolve  we 
shall  have  no  difference  of  opinion  about,  and  re- 
quire no  discussion,  because  it  has  been  the  univer- 
sal feeling  expressed  to  me,  that  during  our  protract- 
ed session  last  week  Mr.  Pratt  presided  in  a  satis- 
factory manner.  I  tried  to  introduce  it  last  Friday 
morning,  and  the  presiding  officer  ruled  it  out  of 
order,  it  being  complimentary  to  him. 

Tt.e  resolve  was  passed  unanimously. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  Pratt  said — I  want  to  detain 
the  Council  but  a  moment  at  this  late  hour,  but  it 
occurred  to  me  that  I  ought  out  of  courtesy  to  the 
Council  for  passing  the  resolve  a  few  momeuts  ago, 
to  take  an  opoortunity  to  make  a  personal  explana- 
tion. When  the  gentleman  from  Ward  18  attempt- 
ed, somewhere  about  a  quarter  before  six  last  Fri- 
day morning,  to  offer  a  similar  resolution,  it  was 
out  of  order  because  there  was  another  question 
pending  at  the  time,  and  not  because  it  wa<  in- 
timated that  it  was  complimentary  to  the  presid- 
ing officer.  I  think  the  congratulation  should 
be  shared  by  every  member  of  the  Council 
who  stayed  here  so  faithfully  from  7V2  o'clock 
Thursday  evening  until  10  minutes  before  6  on 
Friday  morning,  long  after  the  City  Messenger  had 
extinguished  the  gas,  and  we  were  continuing 
our  business  by  daylight.  I  have  continued  those 
r  emarks  a  little  longer  that  it  might  go  on  record 
i^at  that  that  was  the  longest  record  of  the  Council 
en  record.  With  the  exception  of  twenty  minutes 
for  lunch,  it  was  a  continuous  sessio  1  from  halt-past 
seven  in  the  evening  until  five  fifty  in   the   morning. 

Mr.  Whitniore — For  the  truth  of  history,  I  hope 
the  gentleman  will  allow  me  to  correct  him  by  say- 
ing that  we  adjourned  not  only  for  lunch,  but  also  11 
honor  of  the  glorious  twins  in  the  family  of  Coun- 
cilman Lauten. 

PROTECTION  AGAINST  ACCIDENTS  BY  ELEVATORS. 

Mr.  Emery,  of  Ward  18,  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  the  Survey  aid  Inspection  of 
Buildings  be  requested  to  consider  and  report,  upon 
the  -xpediency  of  furnishing  some  further  protec- 
tion, by  ordinance  or  otherwise,  against  accidents  by 
the  use  of  elevators. 

Referred  to  Committee  op.  Ordinances,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Whitmore. 

INSPECTOR  OF  VINEGAR. 

Mr.  Lauten,  of  Ward  14,  offered  an  order— That 
the  salary  of  the  [nsoector  of  Vinegar  shall  be  at 
the  rate  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  said 
sum  to  include  office  rent  ami  expenses. 

Referred,  011  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman,  of  Ward  9, 
to  a  joint  special  coinmitee  of  three  nn  the  part  of 
the  Council,  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
may  join.  The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Wil- 
liams ol  Ward  11,  Smith  of  Ward  21  and  Emery  of 
Ward  18.    Sent  up. 

SALARIES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  paid  to  the  following- 
named  officers  the  salaries  placed  against  their  re- 
spective names  as  th  e  rate  per  aunum,  the  payments 
to  be  made  monthly  beginning  on  the  first  day  of 
April,  1881,  subject  to  the  deduction  of  any  and  all 
sums  due  from  such  persons  to  the  city: 

1.  Harbor  Master,  $1500. 

2.  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures,  §1800. 

3.  Deputy  Sealers,  each  §1000. 

4.  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  on  the 
Sinking  Funds,  if  the  same  be  the  City  Treasurer, 
seven  hundred  dollars. 

5.  The  Superintendent  anJ  Deputy  Superintend- 
ent of  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  each  one  dollar  so  long 
as  they  respectively  receive  the  salaries  allowed  them 
as  Inspectors  of  Provisions  at  said  market. 

C.  Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall,  §500. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
and  oirectedto  accept  uic  office  of  Treasurer  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  on  the  Sinking  Funds  for 
the  term  lor  which  he  has  been  elected  by  said  board, 
or  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  moved  to  specially  assign  tj  the 
next  meeting  at  half-past  eight. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Brown,  of   Ward  23,  the  order 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  en  Ordinances. 
MADISON  SQUARE. 

Mr.  Maguire,  of  Ward  19,  offered  an   order— That 
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he  Committee  on  Common  be  requested  to  consider 
he  expediency  of  planting  or  bedding  more  flowers, 

grading  the  walks  and  all  other  matters  necessary  to 

be  done  in  Madison  square. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common,  on  motion 

of  Mr.  AYhitmore,  of  Ward  12. 

ADDITIONAL  WATER  SUPPLY, 

Mr.  Matthews,  of  Ward  21,  offered  an  order  that 

the  Committee  on  Water,  in  considering  the  subject 

of  taking  water   from   Lake  Winnipiseogee,  be  re- 


quested to  also  consider  the  expediency  of  obtaining 
a  supply  from  the  Merrimac  River. 

Mr.  Wheeler  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  "Ama- 
zon." 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  moved  to  further  amend  by  addhjg 
the  words  "bhawshine  river." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rosnosky  the  order  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman,  of  Ward  9, 
and  stood  adjourned  to  August  18,  current. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
AUGUST   8,   1881. 


Regular  meeting,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  4 
o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman  O'Brien,  Chairman,  pre- 
siding. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Measurer  of  Upper  Leather— George  Whitteniore. 
Confirmed. 

Superintendent  of  Hay  Scales  at  Roslindale— Levi 
P.  Dudley,  in  place  of  James  H.  Griffin,  resigned. 
Confirmed. 

Measurer  of  Grain  —  N.  M.  Heathfield.  Con- 
firmed. 

HARBOR  MASTER'S  DEPARTMENT. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  of  Boston,  ) 

Executive  Department.  ) 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council. 

It  has  been  represented  to  me  that  there  is  need  of 
additional  assistance  in  the  Harbor  Master's  Depart- 
ment, inasmuch  as  it  has  been  found  that  parts  of 
the  harbor,  notably  that  part  known  as  Roxbury 
channel,  are  without  sufficient  police  supervision 
and  protection:  and  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  Har- 
bor Master,  without  assistance,  to  afford  such  pro- 
tection. I  therefore  call  the  attention  of  the  City 
Council  to  this  matter,  as  represented,  with  the  sug- 
gestion that  inquiry  be  made  as  to  the  advisability  of 
providing  an  assistant  to  the  Harbor  Master. 

Frederick  O.  Prince,  Mayor. 

August  8, 1881. 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Committer  on  Harbor.  Sent 
down. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on,  the  part  of  the 
Board— John  K.  Hazeltine,  for  the  removal  of  a 
a  tree  at  567  Warren  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— C.  O'Callahan,  for  a 
lamp  near  35  Lawrence  street,  Charlestown. 

M.  R.  Walsh  et  als.  for  a  lamp  in  Townsend  place. 

Ritchie  Street  Lighting  Co.,  for  leave  to  exhibit 
their  lamps  in  this  city. 

Samuel  Jackson  and  others  for  a  public  lamp  in 
Alden  place,  off  Green  street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board— J.  P.  Forrestall 
to  project  a  druggist's  mortar  at  coiner  of  Dearborn 
anrl  Eustis  streets. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands— Jonathan 
Cottle  for  himself  and  others,  for  release  of  condi- 
tions in  aeed. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers— C.  O'Callahan,  for  a 
sewer  in  Lawrence  street,  Charlestown. 

Charles  E.  Pratt  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Wash- 
ington street,  between  UniOD  and  Greenwood  ave- 
nues. 

Andreas  Blume  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Midland 
street,  Savin  Hill. 

Thos.  Gaffield  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Gilbert, 
Rugs  and  Hoffman  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board— Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  fol- 
lows: 

Win.  Bailey,  new  wooden,  1  horse,  Lee  street,  cor- 
ner Child  street,  Ward  23. 

Richard  Donahoe,  old  wooden,  3  cows,  Grant 
place  and  Upton  lane,  Ward  25. 

George  Martin,  old  wooden,  2  horse3,  Douglas  cor- 
ner North  street,  Ward  14. 

Sidney  Chase,  new  wooden,  4  horses,  Boston,  near 
Pond  street,  Ward  24. 

Metropolitan  R.  R.  '^o.,  new  brick,  54  horses,  Bor- 
der strt-et,  near  Lexington  streel,  E.  B. 

Timothy  Halloran,  new  wooden,  1  horse,  Green- 
wich place,  Ward  24. 

James  M.  Watson,  new  wooden,  3  horses,  Pearl 
street,  near  Dorchester  avenue,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines— Boston  Gas 
Light  Co.,  tor  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  boiler 
at  their  vard  on  Prince  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges— Standard  Sugar  Re- 
finery, that  the  draw  of  the  Mt.  Washington  avenue 
bridge  be  made  40  feet  wide. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection 
of  Buildings— Union  Railway  Co.,  to  erect  wooden 
building,  and  a  wooden  addition   to  a  building  on 


Washington  street,  corner  of  Sbepard  street,  Ward 
25. 

John  D.  Finn,  to  erect  a  wooden  addition  to  build- 
ing on  Brooks  street  near  Bremen  street,  Ward  1 . 

J.  Roobins  &  Co.,  to  ferect  a  wooden  building  on 
Border  street,  rear  of  178,  Ward  1. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving— Henry  Royhaar  to 
be  paid  for  grade  damages  at  468  Tarker  street. 

Michael  Curiey  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Heath  place. 

Page,  Harding  &  Co.,  that  Milk  stiver,  between 
Batterymarch  and  Broad  streets,  be  paved  with 
asphalt. 

Catherine  Sheehan  for  abatement  of  assessment 
for  erlgettone  and  sidewalk  on  estate  657  Saratoga 
street,  East  Boston. 

John  M.  Little,  for  flagging  crossing  at  317  Dart- 
mouth street. 

George  K.  Guild  and  others  that  the  gutters  on 
Mount  Vernon  street,  West  Roxbury  be  paved  and 
the  sidewalks .graded. 

Cambridge  Railroad  Co.  for  extension  of  location 
in  Brighton. 

Edward  N.  Perkins  and  others  that  Perkins  street, 
Ward  23,  be  macadamized,  &c. 

Boston  Gaslight  Co.  to  set  an  iron  post  in  side- 
walk of  Hull  street,  near  Commercial  street. 

Leonard  R.  Cutler  and  others  that  Wall  street  be 
put  in  order. 

J.  0.  Whiting  &  Co.  et  als.  that  Central  street  be 
paved  with  asphalt. 

Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  for  the  re-paving  of 
East  street. 

John  B.  Fitzgerald  and  others  that  Billerica  street 
be  pnved  with  asphalt. 

F.  O.  Reed  and  others  for  a  flagging  crossing 
across  Rutherford  avenue,  at  Lincoln  street. 

Mass.  Char.  Mechanic  Association  for  brick  and 
plank  walks  on  Huntington  avenue  and  West  New- 
ton street. 

American  Bell  Telephone  Co.  to  erect  poles  on 
Huntington  avenue,  between  Boylston  street  and 
Rogers  avenue,  and  on  Exeter  street,  between  Bea- 
con street  and  l.untitgtonavenu  ,  to  accommodate 
exhibitors  at  the  two  exhibition  buildings. 

Charles  E.  Jackson  and  others,  that  F  street,  Le 
tween  West  Fifth  and  \.  est  Sixth  streets,  be  macad- 
amized; also  for  a  crosswalk  in  said  F  street  at  Bow- 
ker  street. 

South  Boston  R.  R.  Co.  to  lav  tracks  in  West 
Broadway;  also  for  leave'  to  enter  upon  and  use  the 
tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  R.  R.  Co.  in  Harrison 
avenue  and  \.  ashington  street,  between  WestBroa  - 
way  and  Beach  streets. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of 
Sabina  Kelly,  Dorchester  avenue;  H.  B.  Cushing, 
170  Newbury  street;  Henry  N.  Sawyer,  Pleasant  and 
Thornley  streets:  Mary  Aid,  51  P  street;  Nathan 
Tufts,  Lawrence  street,  Charlestown ;  John  Sexton, 
94  W.  Eighth  street. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks  in 
front  of  estates  of  Mary  Aid,  803  East  Third  street; 
Fiedler,  Moeldener  &  Co.,  Lamartine,  Roys  and  Gil- 
bert streets;  Eliza  J.  Huhn,  Salutation  street;  Mary 
Devine,  2  C  street. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  of 
Ralph  Butler.  Columbia  street;  M.  L.  Merrihew, 
IvIeMlle  avenue,  Dorchester;  Michael  Hurley,  4  C 
street. 

Thomas  Cowan,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
Washington  street,  near  Shepard  street,  across 
Washington  street,  west  of  Shepard  stieet,  Ward  25. 

W.  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
Gates  street,  near  East  Eighth  street,  rear  of  East 
Sixth  street  near  K  street,  Ward  14. 

HEARINGS 
were  had  as  follows : 

On  intention  to  build  a  sewer  in  First  street,  from 
O  to  P  street.  No  objections.  Recommitted  to  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers. 

On  locations  of  steam-engines  by  Samuel  B.  Pierce, 
on  Clayton  street,  New  York  &  Boston  Manufactur- 
ing Co.  at  52-54  Pearl  street;  and  by  J.  E.  Dow,  at 
corner  Beacon  street  and  Brighton  avenue.  No  ob- 
jections. Referred  to  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 
THE  CITY  POINT  PARK. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  board  considered 
the  orders  to  take  land  at  Citv  Point  for  a  Marine 
Park  and  to  procure  a  loan  of  $100,000  to  meet  the 
expense. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  understand  that  this  order  is 
in  conflict  with  Joint  Rule  16,  and  that  it  is  proposed 
to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  rule  to-day.  I  move  to 
lay  the  order  upon  the  table  unti.  after  action  upon 
the  joint  rule. 

The  order  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  further  ac- 
tion thereon  was  taken  later  in  the  session. 
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PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

1.  Report  and  order  to  set  apart  125,200  feet  of 
land  for  use  of  Marcella-street  Home  as  a  play- 
ground for  ttic  children.  Or'er  passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

The  Impurity  of  the  Water. 

2.  The  notice  of  the  "indefinite  postponement"  of 
the  order  for  a  special  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
cause  of  the  impurities  of  the  water  supply,  comes 
back  with  a  suggestion  that  a  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence be  appointed  if  this  board  sees  tit. 

The  Chairman—  What  is  the  pleasure  of  the  board? 

Alderman  Curtis— As  I  stated  at  the  last  meeting  I 
can  see  no  necessity  for  such  a  committee.  The 
Water  Commissioners  and  Committee  on  Water  are 
doing  all  they  can  to  ascertain  th  e  cause  of  this  impu- 
rity. 1  hope  no  special  committee  will  be  formed, 
unless  it  is  actually  necessary,  because  the  leading 
Aldermen  of  mis  board  have  all  they  can  attend  to 
now. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  differ  with  the  Alderman 
on  this  question.  I  think  it  is  highly  proper  that  we 
should  pay  some  consideration  to  the  requests  of  the 
other  branch,  if  a  proper  inquiry  is  made.  It  is  admit- 
ted on  all  sides  that  our  water  is  in  a  bad  condition. 
Although  it  is  alleged  that  the  Water  Committee  and 
Commissioners  aie  making  investigations,  yet  we  see 
no  results,  and  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  the 
investigations  have  been  pressed  as  we  are  led  to  be- 
lieve. 1  think  it  is  highly  proper  for  us  to  concur 
iu  this  request  of  the  other  chamber.  It  is  merely 
an  advisory  action,  iD  consultation  with  the  other 
officers,  and  I  can  see  no  objection  to  it.  It  is  an 
important  sujject,  ami  the  more  inquiry  is  made  the 
better  it  will  be  for  us. 

Alderman  Viles— As  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Water,  although  not  the  chairman,  I 
fail  to  see  wl.v  this  committee  should  be  ap- 
pointed. We  have  a  Committee  on  Water  who  are 
as  well  able  to  cope  with  this  subject  as  any  com- 
mittee that  can  beappointed.  The  Water  Commis- 
sioners arc  doing  everything  they  can  to  ascertain 
the  cause  of  the  impurities  iu  the  water,  but  have 
tailed  to  attain  satisfactory  results  from  all  the  sci- 
entific, persons  they  have  employed.  I  believe  the 
problem  will  be  solved  in  due  time,  that  a  committee 
of  conference  is  unnecessary,  and  that  the  Water 
Committee  are  competent  to  deal  with  this  matter. 

Ahierinan  HalJeuian— With  all  due  rispect  to  the 
Committee  on  Water,  I  think  there  are  other  rea- 
sons why  this  inquiry  should  be  made.  I  understand 
that  the  inquiry  comes  from  the  Committee  on 
Health.  The  Health  Department  have  received  nu- 
merous communications  in  regard  to  the  watei,  ask- 
ing for  relief,  and  I  think  it  is  proper  to  inquire 
what  is  b^ing  done  by  the  Water  Department.  We 
have  heard  *hese  complaints  tor  years,  but  the  water 
k  not  getting  better  and  the  public  are  dis-atislie". 
If  some  members,  of  the  board  could  see  the  com- 
ment- the  Committee  on  Health  have  received  they 
would,  perhaps,  think  a  little  differently. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  cannot  see  any  reason  or 
necessity  for  this  special  committee.  From  what 
information  I  can  gel,  the  Water  Board  ate  investi- 
gating t;ne  .ubjict  and  giving  it  j.  \  the  attention 
they  can,  and  are  trying  every  method  to  ascertain 
v.  nit  the  trouble  is.  As  soon  as  it  is  ascertained  the 
public  will  know  it.  If  anything  could  be  gained  by 
appointing  a  committee,  or  if  the  board  are  not  sat- 
isfied with  the  proceedings  of  ibe  Water  Committee 
and  the  Coniiui-siooers.  it  would  then  be  well  enough 
to  have  an  independent  investigation.  There  seems 
to  be  no  reason  for  supposing  that  both  the  Commis- 
sioners and  the  Committee  are  not  doing  everything 
possible. 

Alderman  Haldeman- 1  wmld  like  to  have  this 
board  informed  wliat  either  the  Water  Board  or 
Water-  Committee  are  doing.  T  is  sort  of  talk  1ms 
been  •o'mi  on  long  enough.  We  get  no  satisfaction, 
clamor  is  raised  by  the  public,  and  has  been 
forced  into  the  other  chamber.  I  think  it  is  wrong 
to  shut  tilings  out  from  the  public  by  keeping  close 
counsel. 

Alderu.HH  Caldwell— I  was  not  aware  there  was 
any  close  counsel  about  this  business.  The  public 
have  been  Informed  that  the  Water  Commissioners 
are  giving  it  all  the  attention  thev  can,  and  trying  to 
find  out  what  the  trouble  is.  La-t  Friday  there  was 
a  piece  in  the  paper  showing  that  they  had  found 
what  was  supposed  to  be  one  cause.  If  this  invtsti- 
gatlOD   was   to  see  wncre  we  could  get  any  better 

water,  that  woufd  be   another  thing;  but  it  is  merely 
ei  lain  what  the  trouble  is  with  the  water  now, 

am)  that  the  Commissioners  are  trying  to  do. 

Alderman  Haldeman— 1  hope   the   Alderman  will 

give  us  some  information  as  to  what    is   bein^ 

I  have  asked  for  that  information,  but  this  eternal 


promising  is  verv  indefinite.  As  I  understand  it  this 
is  to  be  a  special  committee,  and  I  do  not  see  why  the 
Water  Commissioners  or  Committee  should  hesitate 
to  have  any  inquiry  made  by  such  a  committee.  It  is 
not  proposed  to  supersede  their  authority  or  inter- 
fere with  their  branch  of  the  service.  I  do  not  like. 
this  shirking  of  inquiry,  and  refusing  to  give  knowl- 
edge.   It  looks  badly  to  shut  off  this  inquiry. 

Alderman  Tucker— As  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Water,  1  cannot  see  any  particular  object  to  be 
gained  by  having  a  special  committee  to  investigate 
this  matter.  If  any  important  facts  have  been  dis- 
covered by  a  member  of  the  City  jovernment,  they 
can  be  brought  forwarn  in  any  roim  he  see;  fit,  aud 
easily  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Water.  I 
think  the  Committee  on  Water  will  work  as  faith- 
fully as  any  other  committee,  and  I  hope  this  matter 
will  be  left  to  them,  i'hev  are  open  to  receive  aoy 
suggestions  any  member  may  see  fit  to  make. 

Alderman  Curtis — The  Alderman  calls  for  an  in- 
vestigation. I  am  not  on  the  Committee  on  Water, 
but  I  can  see  no  reason  why  another  committee 
should  "oe  appointed  If  you  wish  to  hear  from  the 
Water  Commissioners  or  the  Committee,  an  order 
will  bung  the  information.  The  Committee  on 
Commissions  h»ve  had  the  Water  Commissioners  be- 
fore them,  and  gave  them  a  very  long  hearing.  If 
the  Alderman  desires  that  information,  a  simple 
order  will  bring  it  before  the  board,  and  save  the 
expense  of  a  new  committee.  If  you  form  a 
special  committee  there  will  be  considerable 
expense;  the  Water  Commissioners  will  have  to 
be  called  before  them  to  show  what  they  are 
doing,  and  when  you  get  through,  all  you  will 
have  i-  what  the  Water  Committee  and  tne 
Commissioners  have  already  got.  Ttiey  are  ready 
and  willing  at  anv  time  to  give  us  all  the  informa- 
tion they  have.  The  Water  Commissioners  are  put 
to  their  trumps  to  know  how  to  abate  this  nuisance 
in  the  water.  The  Coirmon  Council  have  tried  to 
prevent  it  in  the  future  by  putting  in  $40,000  to  clean 
out  the  new  storage  basin.  You  may  appoint  all  the 
committees  you  please,  hut  it  won't  accomplish  any- 
thing. A  simole  order  will  give  us  all  the  informa- 
tion it  is  possible  to  get. 

Alderman  Slade — T  saw  it  reported  within  a  few 
days  in  the  paper  that  the  Water  Board  are  trying 
an  experiment— or  il  may  have  come  naturally — by 
using  a  portion  of  the  water  from  Sudbury  river 
with  a  portion  from  Lake  Cochituate.  It  is  said 
that  the  waters  are  now  very  good,  and  that 
the  exoeriment  is  successful.  1  think  it  is,  so 
far  as  he  taste  of  the  water  is  concerned.  If  we 
nad  never  known  of  the  water  tasting  badly  or  differ- 
ently from  pure  spring  water,  I  do  not  think  we 
should  notice  to-day  but  what  the  water  was  good. 
The  success  of  this  experiment  shows  that  they  are 
doing  something,  and  as  long  as  it  is  going  on  iu  this 
way  1  fail  to  see  the  necessity  of  appointing  a  Special 
Committee  to  investigate  whit  is  being  done  by 
a  Standing  Committee  appointed  at  the  first  of 
the  year.  It  looks  to  me  almost  like  an  msult  to 
appoint  another  committee. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  move  that  a  committee  of 
conference  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  board.  I 
favor  this  especially  as  an  act  of  courtesy  to  the  other 
chamber.  I  think  it  is  <me  to  them  that  we  should 
treat  their  requests  with  some  consideration.  This 
summary,  indefinite  postponement  of  their  requests 
I  do  not  like  to  see. 

Alderman  SlaOe— How  about  the  courtesy  to  the 
present  Committee  on  Water?  It  seems  to  me  it  is 
rather  an  insult  to  them. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  do  not  look  upon  it  as  an 
insult  to  them.  This  notice  of  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  their  order  for  a  special  committe-  to 
inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  impurities  of  the  waier 
supply  has  come  back  to  us  with  a  suggestion  that  a 
commiUee  of  conference  be  appointed,  if  tins  board 
sees  fit.  If  the  Water  Board  floes  not  choose  to  give 
us  the  information  asked  for  by  the  other  chamber  I 
do  not  see  any  other  way  of  getting  at  it.  This  is  au 
open  question,  and  has  been  ;be  subject  of  public 
clamor  for  a  year  or  two.  It  is  a  general  belief  that 
our  water  is  a  failure,  and  hardly  tit  for  u-e.  We 
have  quantity  enough,  but  the  quality  is  indif- 
erent.  The  wholesale  use  of  spring  waters  in  our 
city  at  the  expense  of  consumers,  shows  there  is 
something  radically  wrong  with  our  supply.  1  do  not 
see  any  other  way  of  getting  at  the  information  ex- 
capt  by  a  special  committee.  This  shirking  of  in- 
quiry looks  suspicious. 

Alderman  Hersty— The  public  are  given  the  infor- 
mation that  the  Water  Board  and  Committee  have. 
We  have  mauy  explanations  of  the  impurities,  but  no 
one  has  ascertained  the  cause  definitely.  We  have 
many  scientific  chemists  in  the  city  of  Boston  who 
have  made  it  a  study,  but  none  of  them  are  able  ti 
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tell  us  what  the  matter  is.  They  are  interested  in  it, 
as  they  have  to  drink  it  as  well  as  we.  Everybody 
has  as  much  interest  in  it  as  the  Water  Board.  I 
think  they  have  imparted  all  the  information  they 
have  obtained.  I  have  read  what  has  been  said.  I 
believe  they  came  here  a  year  or  two  ago  and  asked 
for  money  to  take  the  loam  ont  of  one  of  those  ba- 
sins, and  the  appropriation  was  refused.  That  may 
have  something  to  do  with  the  color  of  the  water,  but 
the  algae  fouud  iu  it  have  baffled  all  the  efforts 
of  chemists  to  tell  us  how  they  are  formed.  I  do 
not  tnink  we  shall  get  any  more  information  from  a 
special  committee  than  we  can  from  a  standing  com- 
mittee of  tne  City  Council.  A  special  committee 
will  have  to  go  over  the  same  ground  and  will  have 
the  benefit  of  tee  enth  c  scientific  knowledge  of  this 
and  other  cities.  The  Water  Committee  and  Water 
Board  have  that  now.  You  will  sec  newspaper  ar- 
ticles giving  the  opinions  of  one  man  and  another  as 
to  what  is  the  cause  of  the  impurity  of  the  water.  I 
thtuk  it  had  better  remain  a*  it  is. 

•  Alderman  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien— 1  do  not  believe  the  Alderman 
opposite  meant  any  discourtesy  to  the  Water  Com- 
mittee. But  £  do  believe  that  four-fifths  of  our  wa- 
ter supply  is  impure.  As  the  Alderman  has  quoted 
an  article  from  the  papers  that  we  are  drinking  water 
composed  of  one-third  from  Lake  Cochituate  and 
two  thirds  from  auctbuiy  river,  I  believe  this  shows 
that  they  are  giving  us  water  one-third  of  which  is 
pure  and  two-thirds  impure.  Now  I  feel  as  doe*  the 
Alderman  opposite,  that  no  information  can  be  Ob- 
tained from  the  Water  Boaid,  and  that  our  Commit- 
tee on  Water  relj  upon  the  Water  Board  for  all 
their  information.  I  would  like  to  see  an  indepen- 
dent committee  started  to  go  outside  of  the  Water 
Board  and  Water  Committee,  and  give  us  a  report 
upon  the  true  condition  of  our  water  to-day.  The  Al- 
derman from  the  Highland*  knows  what  that  con- 
dition is.  Two  or  three  weeks  ago,  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commissions,  he  beard  their  statement 
about  our  water  supply.  He  Knows  how  hard  it  was 
to  get  the  least  information  out  of  that  Water  Board: 
that  we  had  to  force  it  out  of  them;  that  they  were 
afraid  to  acknowledge,  even  before  a  committee  of 
the  City  Council,  how  impure  nnr  water  is.  If  you 
want  to  find  the  facts  in  relation  to  our  water  supply, 
you  will  have  to  go  outside  of  the  Board  of  Water 
Commissioners.  1  believe  the  Alderman  is  right  in 
advocating  an  independent  committee,  and  I  could 
not  let  him  stand  alone  advocating  what  I  believe  to 
be  right,  when  so  mary  are  opposed  to  it,  without 
coming  to  his  assistance.  I  hope  this  C<  nference 
Committee  will  be  appointed,  and  that  they  will  go 
outside  of  the  authorities  who  control  our  water 
supply,  under  whose  management  four-fifths  of 
it  have  become  impure.  The  Mystic  water  you 
will  have  to  give  up;  but  they  don't  tell  you 
so.  When  the  term  of  ninety  days  expires,  pre- 
scribed Jby  an  act  of  the  legislature,  the  town  of 
Medford  will  force  you  to  take  your  drainage  from 
lower  Mystic  pond,  and  then  your  Mystic  supply  is 
worthless.  The  cost  of  purifying  it  will  be  more 
than  it  is  worth,  and  you  will  have  to  give  it  up.  The 
citizens  of  Boston  know  very  little  about  their  water 
supply,  and  I  am  satisfied  they  will  never  know 
more  than  they  do  now  until  they  go  outside  of  the 
present  men  who  manage  aud  control  that  depart- 
ment. 

Alderman  Tucker — If  the  Committee  on  Water 
had  the  power  delegated  to  them,  they  would  be 
jus*  as  competent  to  go  outside  and  transact  this 
business  as  a  new  committee  would.  Therefore  after 
hearing  the  able  arguments  made  by  the  Alderman 
on  my  left,  £  see  no  more  necessity  for  appointing  an 
independent  committee  for  this  purpose  than  I  did 
before.  If  anything  is  required  more  thanisbeiug 
done  now,  authority  can  be  given  to  the  Water  Com- 
mittee, who  can  transact  the  business  just  as  well  as 
any  other  committee. 

Alderman  Whitten— 1  am  not  a  member  of  the 
Water  Committee,  but  cannot  seeany  reason  tor  ap- 
pointing a  new  committee.  The  Water  Committee 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Commissioners  can  give  us 
all  the  information  nepded.  It  is  of  no  use  to  need- 
lessly stir  up  the  public.  If  further  information  is 
wanted,  an  order  requesting  the  Water  Committee 
to  leport  what  has  been  done,  will  procure  it, 
as  has  been  suggested  by  Alderman  Curtis.  If  we 
find  .hev  have  not  been  doing  enough,  we  can  put  m 
an  order  for  further  investigati  >n.  I  do  not  think 
the  Common  Council  are  at  all  strenuous  a. .cut  our 
appointing  a  Conference  Committee.  The  communi- 
cation says,  "If  the  board  sees  St."  If  we  don't  see 
fit,  it  will'  make  no  difference.  Tbc  Committee  on 
Water  can  attend  to  if  just  as  well  as  a  new  commit- 
tee, which  will  only  make  an  additional  expense, 
and  will  have  to  learn  the  matter  all  over. 


Alderman  O'Brien— We  might  concur  with  the 
Council  in  appointing  a  Conference  Committee,  ami 
the  Chair  could  appoint  the  Committee  on  Water  on 
the  part  of  the  board.  That  would  cover  the  whole 
ground  and  relieve  the  commi;tee  of  any  feeling  of 
discourtesy. 

Alderman  Haldemai. — I  hope  we  shall  pass  the 
order  in  concurrence  with  the  other  chambei.  As 
the  Chairman  his  stated,  we  can  appoint  the  present 
Water  Committee  on  the  special  committee.  That 
will  save  any  unpleasantness. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  have  no  objection  to  a  spe- 
cial committee  to  investigate  this,  or  to  serving  upon 
it.  But  still  1  think  our  water  suppl  is  a  great  deal 
better  than  what  some  of  us  say.  I  do  not  agree  with 
the  Alderman  opposite,  thai,  we  have  the  worst  sup- 
ply in  the  country,  or  shall  be  obliged  to  sive  up 
anything,  even  the  Mystic.  I  don't  think  we  should 
give  up  an>  oi  our  sources  of  water  supply  until  we 
are  obliged  to. 

On  motion  of  Alderu  an  Curtis  the  subject  was  laid 
upon  the  table  temporarily,  and  later  in  the  session, 
on  motion  of  the  same  Alderman  .consideration  of  the 
subject  was  resumed. 

The  communication  from  the  other  branch  was 
placed  upon  file,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis 
the  following  was  adopted: 

Oidered,  That  the  Committee  on  Water  be  re- 
quested to  investigate  the  cause  of  the  impurity  of 
the  water  furnished  this  city,  and  report  thereon  at 
as  early  a  date  as  possible. 

Sent/down. 

Pay  or  Laborers. 

3.  An  ordinance  to  fix  the  compensation  of  labor- 
ers in  departments  under  the  control  of  the  City 
Council  at  $2.00  per  day  for  ten  hours'  work,  etc. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  move  the  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  this  ordinance.  It  is  one  of  a  series  of  or- 
ders which  have  been  coming  from  the  other  branch, 
and  which  if  passed  I  believe  will  be  of  no  benefit  to 
the  men  they  propose  to  assist.  Iu  many  depart- 
ments men  are  employed  who  are  not  able  bodied, 
and  if  this  order  went  into  effect  they  would  have  to 
be  discharged.  Some  of  the  departments  are  asy- 
lums for  infirm  old  men,  who  are  paid  what  they  can 
earn,  aud  those  men  would  have  to  be  uischarge'd.  I 
do  not  believe  we  as  a  body  me  competent  to  decide 
what  should  be  paid  these  men.  We  appoint  com- 
mittees and  elect  superintendents,  give  them  <  harge 
of  the  departments,  and  we  ought  to  allow  them  to 
carry  out  all  those  details.  If  we  are  going  to  legis- 
late upon  such  matters  we  may  as  well  dispense  with 
our  superintendents.  There  is  a  similar  re- 
port here  in  regard  to  the  pay  of  laborers 
at  Mount  Hope  Cemetery.  They  had  appealed  to 
the  directors,  and  been  told  that  they  could  get  men 
from  the  other  departments  at  the  wages  paid.  Men 
were  triad  to  come  from  the  street  department;  they 
considered  it  a  good  position.  They  petitioned  for 
places.  The  employees  asked  for  more  pay  because 
other  departments  were  paying  more,  and  on  beiog 
refused  they  appealed  to  the  City  Council.  I  do  not 
believe  iD  legislating  upon  this  matter;  the  laborer 
can  always  get  what  his  services  are  worth.  He  is 
net  obliged  to  worK  for  the  city.  Men  prefer  to 
work  fur  the  city  because  they  are  sure  of  thei :  pay. 
and  I  think  many  prefer  to  work  tor  less  on  that  ac- 
count. I  think  we  should  leave  this  just  where  it  is, 
with  the  heads  ol  departments  and  committees,  and 
I  move  that  the  ordinance  be  inaefinitely  postponed. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  cannot  agree  with  the  Alder- 
man that  this  is  not  a  proper  subject  for  considera- 
tion. It  is  in  fact  a  subject  for  our  consideration, 
and  the  question  is  whether  the  pay  of  these  laborers 
shall  be  fixed  by  a  committee  or  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  We  are  responsible.  1  am  not  on  the 
Paving  Committee,  but  1  am  responsible  for  their 
action,  and  so  is  every  other  member  of  the  board. 
For  one,  I  should  like  to  know  exactly  what  they 
aie  doing  iu  relation  to  our  laborers.  If  I  advocate 
extreme  high  salaries  for  favored  officials,  a  certain 
class  of  men  will  come  to  me  and  tell  me  I  am  doing 
just  right.  But  if  I  advocate  an  increase  of  pay  for 
'laborers  the  same  class  of  men  will  come  to  me 
and  tell  me  I  am  talking  only  fur  bunknm.  I 
do  not  believe  iu  any  favored  few  m  the  city 
government.  I  believe  in  knowing  and  under- 
standing precisely  what  our  laborers  are  te- 
ceiving"from  the  various  committees,  as  well  as  I 
want  to  know  what  our  highest  officers  receive.  T 
want  to  have  my  word  on  both  of  these  matters.  It 
is  my  duty  to  act  as  justly  for  the  laborer  as  for  the 
men  who  receive  thousands  of  dollars  a  year.  I 
state,  and  defy  contradiction,  that  the  city  of  Boston 
is  to-day  paying  less  tor  her  laborers  than  auy  other 
city  or  any  town  of  considerable  size  in  this  country. 
That  is  injustice  to  the  laborer  and  nu  injury  to  the 
city.     The  Alderman  shows  by  his  argument  that  it 
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is  an  injury  to  the  city.  I  can  hardly  believe  that  all 
he  said  is  true,  Mint  we  bave  the  lame,  the  halt  and 
the  blind  connected  with  our  departments;  that  but 
a  small  portion  of  the  laboring  men  are  able-bodied. 
But  1  do  belitve  that  unles9  we  alter  our  course  we 
will  have  nobody  left  in  the  city  except  these  dis- 
abled laborer-  to  work  for  any  of  our  depart- 
ment*. During  the  week  I  have  taken  oc- 
casion to  go  among  contractors  and  ascertain 
what  they  are  paying  for  laborers.  I  find  they 
are  paviug  for  second  class  laborers,  $1.75  a  day;  for 
first  class  Tabor,  §2;  for  an  extra  laborer,  reliable  in 
every  way,  they  pay  $2.25.  I  find  that  among  the 
departments  of  the  city  of  Boston  they  are 
paying  only  81.50  and  $1.75  a  day  for  labor- 
ers. I  pretend  to  sav  that  that  is  not  creditable  to 
the  city  of  Boston.  I  am  not  surprised  at  the  state- 
ment that  we  have  the  lame,  halt  and  blind  in  our 
departments,  and  that  we  have  not  able-bodied  labor- 
ers, We  never  will  have  them  until  we  pav  them 
reasonable  prices.  The  laborers  on  the  State  House 
are  paid  $1.75  a  day  for  second  class,  and  $2  a  day 
for  Brat  class,  and  that  is  as  cheap  as  you  can 
engage  any  class  of  laborers  to-day.  You  will 
find  that  $1.75  and  $2  a  dav  is  far  more  .eeo- 
nomical  for  the  city  than  to  be  paying  $1.50  fend 
$1.75.  Young,  active,  muscular  men  are  the  soul  and 
life  of  the  city,  and  1  believe  our  course  will  result 
in  driving  such  citizens  from  us.  Iu  fact  1  know  we 
are  driving  our  best  laborers  and  mechanics  from  the 
city  because  we  are  not  willing  to  pay  them  reasona- 
bly. One  of  the  commissioners  at  ihc  State  House,  a 
gentleman  whom  you  all  knew,  told  me  a  day  oi  two 
ago  that  a  New  York  contractor  came  here  and  took 
away  twelve  of  our  best  b  icklayers.  Why?  Because 
in  New  York  city  they  were  offered  $4.75  a  day, 
when  they  could  not  get  more  than  $3.50  in  Boston. 
In  the  West,  in  California,  in  almost  every  State, 
they  are  looking  to  the  East  for  laborers.  You  will 
find  that  first  class  men  will  disappear  from  the 
city  unless  we  give  tbem  more  encouragement 
than  we  do.  A  few  weeks  ago  the  city  of 
N'e*  York  was  paying  $1.60  a  day  for  labor- 
ers in  its  departments,  for  eight  hours'  work, 
and  within  a  week  their  pay  has  been  increased 
ten  percent.,  jiving  them  $1.70  a  day  for  eight  Lours' 
work.  We  pay  $1.50  and  81.75  a  day  for  ten  hours' 
work.  In  order  to  siiow  the  Aldermen  that  we  are 
doing  injustice  to  our  laboring  classes, I  will  call  their 
attention  to  the  fact,  which  I  do  not  think  they  fully 
comprehend  or  understand,  that  other  States  are 
offering  much  better  inducements  to  that  clasi  of 
men  to  go  among  tbem  than  we  are.  That  class  of 
men  are  the  life  and  spirit  of  the  State.  When  our 
laborers  and  meet  anics  are  well  paid  and  have  full 
employment,  you  may  rest  assured  that  our  "i'y  is 
prosperous,  becnuse  their  wages  are  turned  into  the 
channels  of  trade  every  week,  and  impart  li.e  and 
activity  to  business.  The  Chicago  Journal,  of  Julv 
20th. says  that— 

"The  greatest  difficulty  is  experienced  by  'liose 
»ho  are  constructing  railroads  in  the  West  in  ob- 
taining laborers.  There  is  not  only  a  scarcity  of 
white  laborers,  but  a  sufficient  number  of  Chinese 
cannot  be  found  to  meet  the  pressing  demand.  On 
the  Atlantic  &  Pacific   road    Indians  are  being  em- 

filoyed  and  paid  at  the  rate  of  $2  per  day.  On  the 
ineof  construction  of  rue  Northern  Pacific  road  the 
scarcity  of  laboring  men  is  even  greater  than  on  lines 
in  course  of  construction  in  the  Southwest.  This 
company  is  prepared  to  build  several  hundred  miles 
of  new  road,  but  its  operations  are  retarded  by  ina- 
bility to  obtain  laborers,  and  to  oveicorae  tuis  a  com- 
missioner iB  said  to  have  been  sent  to  China  to  ar- 
range for  procuring  laborers  from  that  country." 

I  nave  understood  that  commissioners  have  been 
iu  Boston  trying  to  indnce  our  laborers  to  go  there. 
Do  yeu  want  to  see  our  able-bodied  men  carried  off 
to  other  places  because  they  do  not  receive  encour- 
agement enough  at  home?  The  Richmond  Virgin- 
ian, of  duly  19th,  says: 

•'There  never  was  a  greater  demand  for  labor  in 
this  part  of  the  country  than  at  present.  Railroad 
building  in  Virginia  has  given  employment  to  thous- 
ands of  bauds;  mills  in  the  towns  and  cities  have,  as 
a  general  thing,  been  working  to  their  full  capacities, 
thus  afford, ng  occupation  for  more  skilled  workmen 
than  usual.  Budding  was  never  pushed  with  greater 
energy  than  it  has  been  this  summer.  In  the  coun- 
try the  cry  has  been  for  'more  hands.'  So  there  is 
no  excuse  for  idlers.  Everybody  can  make  a  living 
if  he  chooses,  end  most  men  do  choose,  for  the  great 
army  of  tramps  that  infested  the  country  three  or 
four"  years  ago,  has  dwindled  down  to  almost  noth-' 
ing.  This  Is  a  land  of  plenty,  but  in  the  nature  of 
i  he 'plenty' has  to  be  delved  after;  and  it  is 
well  that  it  is  so,  for  the  more  we  woik  as  a  people 
the  baypier  we  are." 


I  am  afraid,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  some  of  our  able, 
active  and  energetic  young  laborers  wbom  we  ought 
to  keep  among  us  will  go  to  some  other  section  of  the 
country,  if  they  can  afford  to  pay  their  passage  then-, 
rather  than  remain  in  a  city  which  now  stands  at  the 
lowest  poiut  in  regard  to  pay  for  laborers.  The  Com- 
mercial Bulletin  of  the  30th  of  July  says: 

"The  continued  pressing  demand  for  labor  through- 
out ttie  entire  country  indicates  more  clearly  and 
conclusively  than  market  quotations  or  values,  the 
magmtu'ie  aud  character  of  the  change  that  has 
taken  place  in  the  busines-  situation  in  two  or  three 
years,  and  to  what  extent  ;he  industrial  resources  of 
the  country  are  being  developed.  Even  a  single  rail- 
way company  has  at  present  in  its  employ  a  larger 
number  of  workmen  than  there  are  men  iu  the  stand- 
ing army  of  the  United  States." 

The  Sunday  Herald  of  31st  had  a  telegram  from 
Mendola, Illinois,  reporting  l,a  great  scarcity  of  farm 
hands  throughout  that  section.  An  immeuse  quan- 
tity of  hay  is  still  standing.  Oats  and  other  small 
grain  are  fully  ripe  aod  waiting  to  be  cut.  Farmers 
are  offering  $2.50  aud  $3  a  day,  with  Doard.  The 
harvesting  of  these  crops  will  be  necessarily  late,  and 
somewha*  injured  thereby." 

Even  the  Alderman  on  my  right  has  been  puzzled 
to  get  laborers  on  his  farm  in  New  HampsLire.  He 
has  tried  to  induce  some  of  our  laborers  to  go  there, 
but  the.\  prefer  to  go  to  some  other  locality  rather 
than  into  the  interior  of  New  Hampshire.  A  recent 
number  of  the  Ivew  York  Herald  says: 

"Thei  e  is  no  reason  in  the  world  why  any  man 
with  a  good  constitution  and  a  stout  pair  of  arms, 
able  aud  willing  to  work,  should  not  at  the  present 
time  be  in  receipt  of  fair  wages,  be  well  fed  and 
comfortably  clothed.  From  all  sections  of  the 
country  there  comes  up  the  cry  for  workers — 
workers  skilled  and  unskilled,  workers  iu  the  mine 
and  the  factory,  in  the  wheat  helos  of  the  West  and 
on  the  cotto.i  plantations  of  the  South." 

Almost  every  paper  in  the  country  talks  that  way. 
How  can  we  keep  our  able-bodied,  active  laborers 
here,  with  the  inducements  presented  to  them  of 
receiving  less  pay  than  is  paid  in  other  places?  The 
Daily  Advertiser  of  July  25th,  in  an  editorial  on  me 
labor  market,  says: 

"Railroad  contractors  from  St.  Louis  are,  at  this 
moment,  in  this  market,  offering  to  pay  $1.50  a  day 
to  laborers,  and  $2  to  their  'bosses'  or  foremen,  anil 
to  advance  their  fare  to  St  Louis,  if  they  can  receive 
any  reasonable  security  that  the  men  will  stay  long 
enough  to  work  out  ihe  advance.  The  Massachu- 
setts Central  Railroad  Company  offers  as  high  wages 
here  at  home." 

Well,  if  a  laborer  went  to  St.  Louis  he  could  live 
there  for  25  per  cent,  less  inan  what  it  costs  him  to 
live  here,  and  I  don't  know  how  many  men  they 
will  gtt  at  that  price,  even  offering  to  pay  their 
passage  there.    The  Industrial  Aid  says: 

"In  the  present  prosperity  no  temperate  man 
seeks  work  that  he  may  not  find  it.  Of  704  adult 
males,  who  registered  their  names  at  the  company's 
office  in  the  last  Quarter,  598  were  sent  to  places  by 
its  officers,  aud  "probably  all  the  others  obtained 
work  more  or  less  directlv  through  its  agency." 

The  Advertiser  intimates  that  there  are  not  "emi- 
grants enough  -rriving  here  o  fill  the  demand  for 
labor.  But,  In  the  last  three  months,  the  agents  of 
the  society  sent  men  to  frt'ty-five  different  ranses  of 
occupation — some  of  them  requiring  skill  and  expe- 
rience, others,  like  those  we  have  described,  only 
needing  willingness  and  muscle." 

The  San  Francisco  Bulletin  of  July  12,  says  that  at— 

"This  date  there  is  not  an  able-bodied  man  in  Cali- 
fornia, so  far  as  we  know,  who  wants  work  and  can- 
not find  it.  If  there  are  any  exceptions  they 
niiuht  possibly  be  found  in  the  few  instancas  where 
men  willing  to  work  are  not  used  to  the  labor  re- 
quired. The  demand  on  the  labor  market  has 
recently  been  greater  than  the  supply.  The  har- 
vest fields  have  made  large  drafts  upon  what  is 
called  unskil.ed  labor.  This  demand  for  the  har- 
vest fields  has  diminished  the  supply  of  seamen 
available  for  outgoing  ships.  Some  of  the  mer- 
chant ships,  wheat  laden,  have  been  obliged  to  re- 
main in  port  after  they  were  loaded  two  weeks  or 
more.  The  stimulus  of  $100  advance  did  not  bring 
out  the  men.  Many  competent  seamen  prefer  to  go 
to  the  harvest  fields  where  they  can  earn  $2  a  day, 
and  in  some  instances  more,  including  board.  A 
country  is  always  prosperous  when  the  demand  for 
labor  at  good  prices  is  equal  to  the  supply.  Califor- 
nia has  so  large  a  territory  that  50,00  immigrants 
might  disappear  in  it,  and  for  a  time  make  no  im- 
pression. The  unskilled  laborer  now  readily  obtains 
$2  a  day  in  nearly  all  the  Western  States.  But  me- 
chanics obtain  the  largest  wages  along  the  Pacific 
coast,  from  Washington  Territory  to  Arizona." 
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BOAUD     OP     ALDERMEN 


In  New  York  there  has  been  an  advance  of  10  per 
cent,  and  laborers  connected  with  the  city  depart- 
ments now  receive  $1.76  per  day  for  eight  hours' 
work.  Our  laborers  receive  from  $1.50  to  1.75  per 
day  for  ten  hours'  work,  or  from  20  to  25  per  cent, 
more  in  New  York  than  Boston.  Mayor  Grace  ex- 
plains the  matter  as  follows: 

Mayor's  Office,        ) 
New  York,  July  25, 1881.  ) 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  satisfied  of  the  justice  of  your 
claim  that  the  rity  should  pay  the  same  rates  as 
those  paid  by  private  employers  of  labor  under 
like  conditions.  In  a  rime  of  depression,  and 
when  the  cost  of  living  was  less  than  at  present, 
the  wages  of  the  city  employees  were  reduced  to 
the  rates  which  are  now  being  paid.  With  increas- 
ing prosperity,  however,  cave  come  increased  cost 
of  living  and  an  increased  wages  rate.  The  principle 
which  was  applied  to  reduce  the  rate  of  wages  paid 
by  the  city  should  now  he  applied  to  increase  it.  Be- 
ing of  this  opinion,  I  have  taken  much  pains,  by 
applying  to  many  private  employers  of  labor  to  learn 
exactly  wliat  wages  they  are  paying  to  the  different 
classes  of  their  employees.  After  a  careful  compar- 
ison of  i  he  figures  I  find  that  the  rates  now  paid  by 
the  city  arc  on  the  average  10  per  ceDt.  less  than 
those  paid  by  private  employers,  and  I  shall  there 
fore  recommend  to  the  heads  of  the  several  depart- 
ments in  the  City  Government  that  they  advance  the 
wages  of  their  employees  10  per  cent,  in  all  cases 
wher»  such  advance  would  not  be  precluded  by  ex- 
press provision  of  law.  Such  increase  of  wages  will, 
however,  tend  to  decrease  the  number  of  persons 
employed,  inasmuch  as  the  appropriations  for  the 
several  departments  for  such  purposes  are  already 
fixed  for  the  present  year  and  cannot  now  he  in- 
creased. Yours  respectfully, 

W.  R.  Grace,  Mayor." 

I  might  go  nearer  home.  At  a  meeting  of  the  town 
of  Wakefield,  onl.v  a  few  weeks  ago,  they  decided  in 
town  meeting  to  pay  their  laborers  or  the  roads 
$2  a  day.  In  Boston  th".  laborers  are  paid  $1.50 
and  $1.75  a  day.  In  neighboring  suiurban  towns 
they  are  paying  more  for  labor  than  we  are,  and  I 
believe  the  whole  thingis  wrong.  The  City  of  Boston 
is  able  to  pay  her  laborers  as  much  as  any  other  place 
is  paying,  and  I  say  again  it,  is  unjust  to  the  laborer 
ana  an  injury  to  the  city  to  drive  these  active  able- 
bodied  men  from  among  us.  One  ward  of  the  city  is 
assessed  for  over  a  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  Four 
or  live  wards  of  the  city  pay  more  than  half  the  tax 
levy.  What  v>  ould  that  ward  amount  to,  what  would 
all  their  palace  stores  amount  to  if  we  had  not  this 
large  mass  of  laborers  and  workers  around  us?  When 
we  encourage  them  we  build  up  these  princely  stores ; 
without  tliem,  they  would  be  mere  shells.  It 
is  our  duty  to  look  iDto  this  matter.  I  do  not  want 
to  leave  an  import-ant  question  of  this  kind  to  a 
committee,  because  we  are  responsible.  It  is  not  the 
committee;  they  do  all  their  business  in  the  name  of 
the  Bo  rd  of  Aldermen,  and  as  one  of  that  board,  I 
would  rather  so  important  a  question  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  and  decided  bv  us.  I  hope  the  ordinance 
will  not  be  indefinitely  postponed,  but  that  we  shall 
concur  with  the  Council.  It  comes  to  us  from  the 
Council  by  a  unanimoDS  vote.  I  do  not  see  whv  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  should  stand  in  the  way  and 
block  this  movement. 

Alderman  Hersey— Unfortunately  for  the  Alder- 
man's argument  the  Government  of  Boston  does  not 
fix  the  wages  of  laborers  in  the  city.  Only  a  com- 
paratively few  of  the  laborers  of  Boston  are  employed 
upon  city  work.  We  cannot  legislate  the  price  of 
labor  either  up  or  down.  The  Alderman  has  painted 
in  blowing  colors,  the  future  of  labor.  I  believe  his 
picture  is  true,  and  that  the  time  is  coming  when  we 
will  h.ve  to  pay  more  for  labor  than  we  are  paying 
to-day.  The  price  of  labor  is  fixed  by  the  supply  and 
demand.  If  other  cities  and  towns  are  calling  upon 
Boston  for  laborers,  the  demand  will  out  the  price 
up.  The  Alderman  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that 
this  board  fixes  the  salaries  of  heads  of  departments. 
"Why  do  we  do  it?  Simply  because  it  comes  within 
the  line  of  our  duty.  We  are  in  a  position  to  know 
what  the  value  of  the  services  of  our  officers  is.  We 
come  in  contact  with  them'and  know  just  w  iat  duties 
they  perform.  But  we  do  notcome  in  contact  with  the 
laborers.  We  employ  them  through  our  committees 
and  heads  of  departments,  and  therefore  they  and 
not  we  should  be  the  judges  of  the  worth  of  their 
services.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  whether  $1.50, 
$1.75,  or  $2  is  the  proper  price  for  laborers.  But  I 
do  stand  here  and  say  that  we  ought  not  to  attempt  to 
fix  the  price  of  labor.  I  have  seen  laborers  on  the 
streets  that  I  do  not  think  were  worth  25  cents  a  day, 
and  vet  they  were  receiving  $1.50  a  day.  Some  men 
are  woith  $1  a  day,  some   $1.50,  and  others  more. 


We  ought  not  to  class  tbem  all  by  one  standard,  but 
allow  the  heads  of  departments  discretion  to  pay 
what  they  are  worth.  If  other  cities  and  towns  are 
paying  more,  we  cannot  fix  the  price  to  be  paid  all 
over  the  city  of  Boston  for  laborers,  no  matter  what 
we  pay  ours. 

Aldermaa  Curtis— I  have  always  found  that  rhe 
demand  for  labor  fixes  the  laboring  man's  pay  for  a 
day's  work.  I  am  perfectly  astonished  that  the  Al- 
derman on  my  left  should  tell  us  about  our  men 
going  to  New  York.  I  can  tell  him  whv  they  go  to 
New  York,  and  have  done  so  ever  since  I  have  been 
in  Boston.  They  go  there  because  N ew  York  comes 
here  and  wants  our  skilled  workmen.  How  do  they 
get.them?  They  go  to  the  bosses  and  ask  them  to 
give  them  ten  or  a  dozen  men  and  they  give  them  an 
advance  of  a  dollar  a  dav  to  do  fine  work,  and  when 
they  get  through  with  their  tine  work  theie.  they 
comeback.  Talk  about  $4.75  a  day,  why  those  men 
get  $5  and  $6.  A  man's  ability  fixes  his  pay.  I 
have  some  men  on  my  yard  that  I  pay  $1  a  dav',  and 
some  I  pay  $2  and  $2.50.  A  man  climbing  a 
ladder  all  day  with  a  hod  is  not  to  be  com- 
pared with  your  man  on  the  street.  He  has 
got  to  be  a  mechanic  and  know  how  to  sort 
brick,  and  that  is  why  he' gets  $2  a  day.  Any  mason 
will  tell  you  that  a  good  first  sorter  of  orick  is  worth 
$2.50  a  day.  But  look  at  our  laborers  on  the  streets 
to-day,  and  see  hew  they  are  Your  heads  of  depart- 
ments are  discharging  men,  and  why?  Because  they 
have  no  work  for  them.  You  will  find  men  leaning 
over  this  bar  at  every  session  of  the  board  who  will 
say  they  will  work  for  $1.50  a  day.  The  demand  for 
labcr  will  fix  the  price  every  time.  As  was  said  by 
the  Alderman,  he  wouldn't  give  25  cents  a  diy  for 
some  men  Le  saw  at  work,  and  I  agree  with  him.  If 
the  Alderman  saw  men  working  ttat  I  saw  last  Sat- 
urday, I  guarantee  he  would  say  they  we-e  no;  earn- 
ing fifty  cents  a  day.  When  I  want  to  hire  a  man  in 
a  garden  I  want  a  man  who  will  give  the  worth  of 
bis  money,  and  earn  $3  a  day.  This  board  is  not 
the  place  to  fix  the  price  of  labor.  The 
head  of  the  department  is  the  one  to  do 
that,  because  he  knows  what  a  man  is  worth. 
I  am  not  here  to  level  down  the  price  of  labor.  If  a 
man  is  worth  $2  a  day  give  it  to  him.  But  if  you 
are  going  to  put  a  man  worth  only  a  dollar  and  a 
half  alongside  of  another  worth  two  dollars,  or  two 
and  a  half,  what  encouragement  has  the  two-dollar 
man  to  do  what  he  is  ab  e  to  do.  It  is  astonishing  to 
see  the  difference  in  men.  No  longer  than  this 
morning,  I  saw  four  men  handling  a  stick  of  timber. 
I  gave  them  one  man  who  took  that  stick  of  timber 
right  along.  There  is  a  difference  in  meD.  Fay 
your  men  what  they  are  worth.  If  they  are  worth 
two  dollars  a  day,  nav  it  to  them.  This' is  no  place 
to  fix  the  price  of  labor.  Your  Superintendent,  if 
he  is  a  proper  Superintendent,  knows  whether  a  man 
is  worth  one  dollar  or  two.  Why, sir,  you  talk  about 
our  men  going  to  the  Western  country.  They 
want  men  there.  Why  have  we  such  a  surplus 
as  we  have  here  to-day?  Men  are  storming  ycur 
place  of  business  aud  surrounding  this  hall  ever* 
day,  asking  for  labor.  Why  is  it  they  are  willing  to 
work  for  any  price  you  will  give  them?  I  tell  you, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  if  you  will  let  the  laborer  alone, 
he  wil'  do  much  better,  and  will  have  more  monev  at 
the  end  of  the  year  if  you  let  him  alone  than  he  will 
if  you  are  continuallv  harping  at  this  two  dollars  a 
day.  Let  us  leaye  it  to  our  suoerintendents,  headsof 
departmeuts,  and  committees,  to  fix  the  price.  If 
they  have  a  man  who  is  v,  orth  two  dollars  a  day  give 
it  to  him,  and  if  one  is  worth  two  fifty  9  day,  give 
that  to  him,  and  I  fell  you  the  man  worth  two  "fifty  a 
day  is  the  cheaper  man  to  employ. 

Alderman  O'Brien — The  Alderman  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat  uas  made  a  far  better  speech  in 
favor  of  this  ordinance  than  I  can.  The 
ordinance  is  not  peremptory.  Let  me  read 
it.  [The  Alderman  read  the  ordinance."j  Now 
the  Alderman  says  he  is  willing  to  pay  two 
dollars  a  day  for  able-bodied  men.  He  says  that  lie 
pays  $2.50  a  day,  and  even  more  in  h's  own  business, 
for  that  class  of  men.  I  do  not  think  he  will  decline 
to  vote  for  an  order  that  fixes  the  limit  at  two  dol- 
lars, and  leaves  it  to  the  Superintendent  to  fix  the 
grade  for  others  that  do  not  come  up  to  the  standard 
.of  able-bodied  men. 

Alderman  Tucker — I  have  listened  with  a  good 
deal  of  interest  to  the  remarks  of  the  Alderman  on 
my  left,  and  should  have  been  happy  to  h^ve  him 
continue  his  speech  for  the  rest  of  the  afternoon, 
were  it  not  for  other  busiuess.  But  I  do  not  think 
die  hit  the  question.  He  refers  entirely  to  skilled 
labor.  We  have  men  in  the  Paving  Department  who 
get  $3  a  day,  and  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  right  to 
cut  them  down.  Most  of  the  men  in  the  department 
who  receive  a  dollar   and  a   haif  and  a  dol'ar  s>nd 
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sixty  cents  a  day,  have  eight  or  ten  children,  or 
large  families  at  least.  I£  you  fix  the  price  at  two 
dollars  a  day,  those  men  are  going  to  be  left  out. 
They  are  begging  for  work  every  day.  I  pity  them. 
Nobody  seems  to  want  them.  They  are  willing  to 
work  for  what  they  can  earn.  There  are  many  men 
at  work  in  the  Paving  Depertment,  today,  who  are 
not  able  to  earn  two  dollars.  They  are  aware  of  it, 
and  I  think  they  are  satisfied  with  a  dollar  fifty  and 
a  dollar  sixty.  I  know  of  several  who  have  been 
dropped  off,  who  have  been  receiving  a  dollar  sixty 
a  day,  and  would  be  very  glad  to  get  on  again,  be- 
cause they  have  been  to  me  and  endeavored  to  get 
me  to  use  some  inflaetce  to  put  fheni  back,  but  I 
have  not  been  able  to  do  so.  It  is  the  most  difficult 
thing  I  have  in  my  duties  as  Alderman,  to  provide 
for  those  men  who  come  to  my  uouse  and  ask 
me  to  assist  them  in  getting  work.  The  skilled 
first-class  workmen  are  not  plenty  in  the  mar- 
ket ;  they  are  all  employed.  I  should  not  be 
willing  to  do  anjthiDg  to  deprive  the  poor 
men  in  the  departments  of  work.  If  the  Alderman 
alluded  to  me,  I  have  a  farm  in  Massachusetts,  and 
not  in  New  Hampshire.  I  pay  two  dollars  a  day 
during  harvest,  but  tne  men  who  work  through  the 
season  I  pay  a  dollar  and  a  half  a  day.  They  make 
their  price.  I  have  men  that  I  pay  $1  25  a  day.  I 
have  no  difficulty  in  getting  help  at  $2  a  day 
through  haying.  The  same  class  of  men  work  for  a 
dollar  and  a  half  a  aay  on  ordinary  farm  work.  This 
is  not  tlie  right  place  to  settle  the  question.  I  wish 
it  coald  be  left  to  the  heads  of  deDartmeuts  to  regu- 
late the  price. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  Knew  the  Alderman  was  a 
little  ttf  ubled  about  labor.  He  nas  a  way  of  raising 
immense  grass  crops,  and  I  suppose  it  is  trouble- 
some at  times  to  get  sufficient  men  to  take  care 
of  them.  The  Alderman  stated  one  fact  which  I 
do  not  like  to  go  out  without  contradiction. 
He  left  the  impression  that  laborers  in  the  Paving 
Department  were  receiving  two  dollars  and  a  half 
and  three  ddlarsaday.  They  are  not  laborers  but 
stone  in  is. ns  mid  mechanics.  No  laborer  in  the  Pav- 
ing Department,  I  understand,  receives  more  thun 
$1.75  a  day.  A  man  called  at  my  house  yesterday 
and  wanted  t.i  know  if  I  could  help  him.  1  told  him 
1  would  it  I  could.  Said  he,  I  hive  been  receiving 
$1 .75  a  day  in  the  Paving  Department  as  a  first-ciass 
laborer;  you  can  see  what  I  am;  I  am  a  first-class  la- 
borer, able-bodied  and  willing  to  work ;  but  within  a 
week  they  have  cut  my  nay  down  to  $1.62% 
a  day;  I  uou't  care  so  much  about  the  twelve  and  a 
half  cents,  as  I  do  for  the  .act  of  their  reducing  me 
from  a  first-class  laborer  at  SI  .75  a  day,  to  a  second- 
class  laborer  at  $1.62%  a  day.  If  I  am  wrong 
I  wish  to  be  corrected,  but  I  understand  than 
the  Paving  department  do  not  pay  $2.50  and  S3  a 
-'ay  lur  laborers.  They  pay  SI. 75  for  firi-t-class  la- 
borers, and  they  are  graded  down  I  don't  know  bow 
low. 

Alderman  Tucker — I  happen  to  know  of  one  man 
in  tiie  Paring  Department  who  receives  .$2.50  a  day 
whenheworifs  on  paving  gutters,  and  when  he  has  not 
that  work  to  do  he  falls  oack  into  the  ranks  and  takes 
si. 75  a  day. 

Alderman  Slade — I  cannot  give  any  information  in 
regard  to  any  department  except  the  Paving  Depart- 
meiir.  When  I  first  came  into  this  board  we  were 
paying  $1.50  a  day  for  laborers,  they  were  all  paid 
alike  and  were  paid  that  up  to  last  year.  Sometime  last 
season  an  order  passed  the  City  Council  to  pay  laborers 
not  exceeding  $1.75  a  d»y  lor  first-class  men,  and 
others  in  proportion.  Perhaps  those  were  not  the 
exact  words,  but  that  was  the  sense  of  it.  The  re- 
sult was.  most  of  those  men  were  placed  upon 
si. 75  a  day.  A  great  many  men  are  put  into  the 
Paving  Department  by  ticket,  and  a  majority 
of  them  are  sent  there  before  Mr.  Harris  or 
any  ot  the  foremen  see  them.  The  Council- 
me'n  get  tickets  and  give  them  to  whom  they  please. 
Of  course  the  men  try  to  be  kept  in  the  department. 
It  is  very  easy  to  see  in  two  or  three  days  whether  or 
not  A  man  is  a  good  laborer.  The  largest  and  most 
robust  men  arc  not  always  the  best  laborers,  home 
of  them  are  confounded  shirks.  Plenty  of  men  in 
the  department  look  as  if  they  could  do  a  good  day's 
work,  but  they  don't  unless  somebody  Btands  over 
them.  It  is  not  expected  that  a  man  will  put  all  his 
bonea  and  rigor  into  the  work  all  day,  because  no 
one  could  stand  it.  Industrious  men  work  as  well 
when  thev  are  not  watched  as  wlien  they  are,  and 
they  are  the  noes  who  earn  two  dollars  a  day,  and  I 
don't  know  but  it  would  be  well  to  pay  them  that. 
If  we  pass  this  order,  it  is  not  expect-d  that  the 
.Superintendent  will  nay  everybody  two  dollars  a 
day,  but  l.y  and  bv  the  short  days  will  come 
and  they  cannot  work  more  than  eight  hours,  and 
1  suppose  it  will   not  mean  two  dollars  for  eight 


hours,  nut  pay  in  proportion  to  the  time  employed . 
Last  year  the  average  number  of  men  in  the  Paving 
Department  was  831.  During  a  few  months  there 
were  li61, 1230,  and  other  numbers,  but  that  was 
early  in  the  season.  We  have  not  as  many  this  year. 
We  are  spending  a  good  deal  of  money  this  year  that 
the  laborers  do  not  get.  East  Chester  park  is  being 
filled  at  an  expense  of  some  $40,000,  .  nd  Huntington 
avenue  is  taking  about  $100,000.  The  laborers  do  not 
get  this.  The  re-ult  of  passing  this  order  will  proba- 
bly be  to  increase  the  pay  of  all  laborers  about  25 
cents  a  day,  which  will  make  an  average  of  about 
two  dollars  a  day  in  the  department.  Through  the 
winter  months  the  men  are  not  employed  more  than 
one  or  perhaps  two  weeks  a  month.  Last  winter  we 
got  out  of  money  and  bad  to  ask  for  more- 
If  you  increase  their  pay,  it  will  necessari. 
ly  follow  that  the  team  woik  should  be  in- 
creased in  proportion.  The  teaming  men 
have  been  asking  for  more  pay  all  summer,  and  I 
don't  wonder  that  they  do.  I  think  it  is  right  and 
just  that  t^ey  should  get  more  pay  than  they  do.  The 
result  of  passing  the  order  will  be  that  the  Paving 
Department  will  get  along  with  less  work,  or 
have  to  ask  for  an  increased  appropriation.  The  in- 
crease of  pay  of  labor  and  team  work  will  make  about 
that  difference.  I  don't  know  where  the  exra  ap- 
propriation will  come  from  unless  it  is  borrowed. 
This  ordinance  does  i  ot  say  that  all  shall  receive 
two  dollars,  but  they  are  to  be  paid  according  to  their 
ability  to  work.  And  the  deciding  of  that  will  nave  to 
be  left  to  the  superintendents  and  foremen  to  report 
which  men  are  entitled  to  the  best  pay  and  which  are 
not.  The  making  of  a  distinction  in  the  department 
causes  trouble  sometimes.  A  man  getting  $1.62l/2 
cents  a  day  can  see  no  reason  why  he  should  not  get 
$1.65,  and  the  one  getting  $1.60  thinks  he 
is  fas  good  as  the  one  getting  $1.62%. 
It  is  pretty  difficult  to  get  along  with.  I 
Know  that  farmers  are  put  to  their  trumps  to  get 
labor,  and  are  paying  two  dollars  a  day,  but  that  only 
lasts  two  or  three  weeks,  for  no  farmer  can  pay  two 
dollars  or  even  a  dollar  a  day  and  pay  for  it  off  his 
farm.  I  know  that  from  experience  and  so  does 
every  other  man  who  carries  on  a  farm. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  am  glad  to  hear  from  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Paving.  I  see  no 
other  way  tlian  to  refer  it  to  the  superintendents  and 
committee.  This  is  too  much  of  a  levelling  order. 
If  you  cut  off  three  hours  in  the  winter  season  it 
will  bring  the  men  down  too  low.  If  we  pass  that 
order,  Mr.  B.  will  say  he  is  worth  as  much  as  Mr.  A., 
and  will  come  in  here  and  ask  us  to  investigate  it. 
The  best  thing  we  can  do  is  to  leave  it  to  our  com- 
mittee and  the  superintendents. 

Alderman  Haldeman— This  question  of  labor  is  al- 
ways troublesome,  and  one  upon  which  I  think  we 
should  inform  ourselves.  I  am  yery  glad  this  dis- 
cussion has  taken  place.  I  am  a  good  deal  surprised 
that  some  of  the  Aldermen  should  state  that  the 
f  rade  of  the  labor  of  tne  city  of  Boston  is  very  little 
above  that  of  pauperism.  The  city  of  Boston  should 
have  the  best  class  of  labor,  no  matter  what  it  costs. 
I  believe  in  elevating  the  standard  instead  of  depress- 
ing it.  If  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  city  to  merely 
keep  so-called  laborers  out  of  the  almshouse  by  con- 
tributing a  small  sum  per  day  for  going  through  the 
motions  of  labor,  I  am  jpposed  to  it.  But  if  it  is 
to  do  the  work  of  the  city  in  the  streets,  on  the  Com- 
mon, or  otherwise,  tbere  is  no  reason  why  the  city 
shouldnothaveable-bodiedmen  todoafull  day'swork 
for  which  they  should  receive  full  wages,  I  believe  in 
paying  high  prices  and  bringing  the  work  up  to  the 
prices,  instead  of  paying  low  prices,  and  degrading 
your  labor.  As  the  Alderman  has  «tated,  large  num- 
bers of  people  ar^  leaving  Dere  for  other  places.  I 
know  of  a  contract  to  carry  50  first-class  laborers 
this  afternoon  from  Boston  to  .Louisville.  I  know  of 
five  hundred  laborers  who  have  been  carried  within 
a  month  to  Colorado  to  work  upon  the  railroads. 
But  those  are  not  the  cla"s  of  men  the  city  of  Boston 
employs  for  labor  They  are  not  your  $1.50  men. 
They  are  not  the  kind  of  men  to  merely  go  through 
the  motion  of  working  all  day  as  many  do.  If  we 
can  get  rid  of  that  class  of  men,  God  speed  them  on 
their  way.  But  the  best  meu  are  the  class  we  want 
to  keep,  and  pav  well.  If  it  is  true,  as  this  dis- 
cussion has  brought  out,  that  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments are  employing  this  low  grade  labor  be- 
cause they  have  votes,  it  is  time  to  change  the  system 
and  let  laboring  men  be  laboring  men.  Men  have 
or  at  least  i-hould  have,  a  certain  amount  ot  respect 
tor  themselves,  and  that  i-  the  class  we  should  em- 
ploy. It  is  time  the  City  Government  should  make 
some  inquiry  and  fix  the  standard.  1  have  always 
stood  aloof  from  this  kind  of  talk,  believing  it  was 
humbug,  ana  preparing  for  the  next  election.  But  I 
have  no  constituents  who  want  labor  aud  I  get  no 
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tickets.  I  have  no  man  to  send  to  the  department. 
If  a  man  is  a  pauper  I  prefer  to  send  him  to  the 
island.  I  think  it  is  about  time  to  stop  degrading 
the  belter  class  of  our  laborers,  if  what  has  been 
stated  this  afternoon  is  true. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  think  the  gentleman  on  my 
left  misconstrues  my  remarks.  It  is  the  duty  of  a 
Christian  city  to  take  care  of  its  poor,  particularly 
those  willing  do  work,  and  prevent  them  from  be- 
coming paupers.  If  they  cannot  get  employment 
anywhere  else,  what  can  they  do  but  come  to  the 
city  and  ask  for  a  portion  of  its  work?  Some  of 
them  are  incapacitated  for  work  from  having  fought 
our  battles  during  the  civil  war.  Why  should  not 
they  be  put  to  work?  If  they  can  earn  something  to 
prevent  their  becoming  paupers,  it  is  a  duty  we  owe 
to  our  citizens  to  give  them  «?ork.  I  see  uo  wrong 
in  employing  persons  incapacitated  from  doing  a 
hard  day's  work.  There  is  a  difference  between 
able-bodied  men  willing  to  work  and  able-bodied 
men  unwilling  to  work.  I  do  not  think  a  sweeping 
order  like  that  is  right.  We  should  not  make  such  a 
discrimination  a-  it  does.  The  question  must  ulti- 
mately be  settled  by  the  heads  of  departments. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  was  not  aware  that  any 
tickets  were  around.  Quite  a  numbei  of  Aldermen 
have  not  seen  them  this  year,  I  understood  that 
slips  were  sent  to  member  of  the  Council  recently.  I 
don't  know  anything  about  it  because  I  have  not  seen 
any  of  them,  stating  that  men  <vere  wanted  in  the 
Paving  Department.  It  is  generally  understood  that 
the  tickets  place  men  in  the  department,  and  yet  the 
Alderman  says  he  wants  to  leave  it  with  the  Superin- 
tendent. The  Superintendent  leaves  it  to  the  members 
of  the  Council;  he  semis  these  tickets  arouud  and 
does  not  take  the  responsibility.    Is  not  that  so? 

Alderman  Tucker — I'he  Councilmen  ask  him  for 
the  tickets. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  am  a  little  surprised  that  the 
Alderman  should  state  that  members  of  the  Council 
go  to  Mr.  Harris  and  tell  him  they  want  slips  to  set 
men  to  work.  I  have  seen  a  Councilman  not  far 
from  me  pleading  with  Mr.  Harris,  and  had  it  not 
been  for  his  good  nature  he  would  not  have  got  all 
the  tickets  he  did.  Mr.  Harris  is  overrun  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  wanting  tickets.  They  plead  for 
them.  I  don't  blame  them.  If  they  can  get  tickets 
to  put  men  to  work,  I  say  get  them.  But  I  tell  you 
we  are  deceived  n.any  a  time  about  these  poor  men. 
Last  Friday  a  woman  came  to  my  house  and  plead 
with  me  to  get  her  hu?band  work.  My  son  said,  send 
your  husbaud  to  the  yard  to-morrow  moroiug, 
and  I  will  give  him  work.  The  man  has  not 
appeared  there.  A  man  came  there  and  wanted 
work  for  the  city.  I  could  not  give  him  work  for 
the  city,  and  he  said  he  didn't  know  what  he 
should  do.  I  told  him  to  take  his  coat  off  aud 
go  to  work,  as  he  said  be  could  do  as  good  a  day's 
work  as  anybody.  He  took  off  his  coat,  and  at  eleven 
o'clock  came  into  the  office,  said  his  brother  had 
come  for  him  aud  he  asked  to  be  paid  off.  That  man 
did  not  want  work.  We  have  always  been  troubled 
with  the  class  of  men  who  don't  want  work.  I  have 
seen  men  come  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  and 
plead  for  work.  A  hundred  and  fifty  men  used  to 
stand  in  line  and  wait  for  their  dinners,  and  when 
the  wood  yard  was  established  the  number  was  re- 
duced to  eleven  in  less  than  two  months.  Those  men 
wanted  something  to  eat  and  to  loaf  the  rest  of  the 
time.  One  man  turned  on  his  heel  aud  said  he  bad 
never  worked  for  a  meal  of  victuals,  and  never 
would.  You  cannot  pay  them  money  enough.  You 
may  feed  them  every  day,  but  let  them  go  at  large 
and  they  will  roo  you. 

Alderman  O'Brien— This  discussion  has  taken  au 
unexpected  turn.  It  appears  to  be  m  tue  hands  of 
the  Councilmen  to  employ  men,  and  they  and  tue 
Aldermen  who  receive  tickets  run  the  department. 
I  am  glad  this  new  light  has  been  thrown  among  us. 

Alderman  Slade— I  guess  the  Alderman  knew  of 
this  light  five  years  ago.  There  is  not  a  man  at  this 
board  who  hasn't  had  a  ticket  given  to  him  for  some 
friend  to  go  to  work. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  have  not  seen  a  ticket  this 
year,  and  didn't  know  but  the  practice  had  been 
given  up  by  the  Paving  Department. 

Alderman  Slade— There  are  about  four  hundred 
men  who  are  kept  regularly  in  the  department,  and 
are  wha;  is  called  the  regular  force.  Pour,  five  or 
six  hundred  men  are  put  on  during  the  summer, 
many  of  them  oj  members  of  the  City  Government, 
and  there  is  no  question  but  a  great  many  are  mighty 
poor  men.  The  poorest  are  not  kept  on  a  great 
while,  but  many  who  are  kept  there  are  not  such  as 
the  department  ought  to  employ.  I  don't  know  but 
this  ordinance  leaves  It  in  the  hands  of  the  depart- 
ment to  employ  such  men  as  they  please  and  pay 
them  $2  a  day. 


Alderman  Curtis— Does  not  the  Superintendent 
have  full  power  to  pay  such  wages  as  he  sees  fit? 

Alderman  Slade— He  has,  not  exceeding  $1.75  a 
day  for  laborers.  That  order  was  passed  last  year, 
aud  other  men  were  to  be  paid  in  proportion. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  wa^  not  aware  of  that.  If 
any  such  oratr  as  that  was  passed  it  ought  to  be 
rescinded. 

AJderinan  Slade— I  think  this  ought  to  be  an  order 
instead  ot  an  ordinance. 

Alderman  Haldeman  —  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  the  standard  of  the  laboi  emploved  by  the 
city  is  this  bummer  element,  de  cribed  by  the  Alder- 
man—the class  who  only  seek  position  for  the  sake  of 
the  pay  they  get,  and  do  not  propose  to  work.  If 
that  is  a  fact,  it  is  time  that  we  changed  our  system. 
A  laboring  man  should  be  entitled  ro  his  own  self- 
respect,  and  not  be  placed  in  a  gaug  on  the  street 
that  is  unfit  for  anyplace  outride  of  the  almshouse. 
I  dislike  to  see  this  degradation  of  a  class  of  people 
who  should  be  sustained  in  their  self-respect,  by 
placing  them  side  by  side  with  men  who  are  worth- 
less. Every  laborer  shouid  have  two  dollars  a  day, 
and  be  required  to  work   according  to  that  standard. 

Alderman  Woolley — I  am  decidedly  in  favor  of  the 
ordinance.  I  think  the  superintendent  should  be  the 
judge  whether  a  man  is  competent  to  earn  the  money. 
I  do  not  understand  that  the  Committee  on  Paving 
have  any  right  to  pay  a  laborer  more  than  the  rate 
established  Dy  the  City  Council.  We  can  pay  me- 
chanics more.  Stone-cutters  and  masons  are  rated  as 
mechanics.  If  laborers  are  paid  uiore  than  is  estab- 
lished by  the  City  Council  it  is  a  violation  of  the  law. 
$2  is  little  enough  for  first-class  labor.  Leave  it  to 
the  superintendent  to  emDloy  first  or  second-class 
men,  and  pay  them  accordingly.  I  believe  that  is 
what  the  ordinance  calls  for,  and  I  hope  it  will  pass. 
I  wish  there  were  no  tickets.  I  haVe  been  very 
.slightly  favored  in  that  respect,  and  the  representa- 
tives from  my  section  of  the  city  have  not  been  fa- 
vored tbis  year  with  tickets  for  work  in  East  Boston. 

Alderman  Slade— The  regular  force  in  East  Bos- 
ton has  been  sufficient  for  ail  the  work  done  there- 
Where  new  work  isdoi.e  m  different  sections  men 
are  employed  from  those  neighborhoods. 

Alderman  Hersey— 1  should  not  object  to  the  com- 
mittee or  the  superintendent  paying' a  proper  sum, 
but  we  should  leave  it  in  their  hands. 

Alderman  Woolley— The  fixing  of  the  pay  of  em- 
ployees in  the  Paving  Department  has  never  come 
be)  ore  the  committee  to  my  knowledge.  It  is  entire- 
ly in  the  hands  ot  the  superintendent  and  foreman. 
I  suppose  the  foreman  reports  what  the  men  are 
worth  and  the  superintendent  fixes  the  pay. 

Alderman  Hfrsny — The  committee  have  power  to 
fix  it  if  they  choose.  If  they  don't  choose  to  exercise 
it  and  have  faith  in  the  superintendent,  I  suppose 
that  is  the  reason  they  have  never  acted. 

Alderman  Slade  suggested  that  the  order  on  the 
table  to  fix  the  pay  of  laborers  at  two  dollars  should 
be  taken  up  and  substituted  for  tue  ordinance,  and 
Alderman  O'Brien  said  he  had  no  objection  to  that, 
but  thought  the  ordinance  covered  the  whole  ground. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  motion  to  in- 
definitely postpone  the  ordinance,  and  Alderman 
O'Brien  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  ordinance  was  indefinitely  postponed — yeas  7. 
nays  5. 

Y  eas— Aldermen  Breck,  Curtis,  Frost,  Hersey, 
Tucker,  Viles,  Whitten— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Caldwell,  Haldeman,  O'Urieu. 
Slade,  Woolley— 5. 

Notice  sent  down. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 
Free  Concerts. 

4.  The  order  to  provide  an  appropriation  of  $1000 
for  free  concerts,  to  be.expended  b>  a  special  com- 
mittee, came  up  returned  with  a  suggestion  that  it 
was  not  passed  in  conformity  with  the  joint  lules. 

Alderman  Haldeman  explained  the  position  of  the 
order,  and  after  reading  the  statute  covering  such 
appropriations,  suggested  that  the  order  be  passed 
again,  as  the  full  board  were  present,  rather  than 
raise  any  legal  quibbles  or  dispute  with  the  other 
branch. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hersey,  the  order  was 
laid  upon  the  table  until  after  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Joint  Rules  was  acted  upon,  when,  upon 
motion  of  Alderman  Haldeman,  it  was  again  taken 
from  the  table. 

The  order  was  passed— yeas  10,  nays  2— Aldermen 
Frost  and  Viles  voting  nay. 

Sent  down. 

Miscellaneous. 

5.  Auditor's  Monthly  Exhibit  for  August  1st. 
(City  Doc.  No.  110.)    Placed  on  file. 

6.  Report  of  Street  Commissioners  that  the  cost  of 
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widening  Curve  street  to  a  width  of  fifty  feet  would 
be  $28,000.    Placed  ou  file. 

7.  Report  that  proposed  ordinance  in  relation  to 
streets  (show-boards  on,  etc.)  ought  not  to  pass.  Ac- 
cepted in  concurrence. 

8.  Report  "leave  to  withdraw"  on  petition  of  E. 
W .  Murray  to  be  paid  for  injuries  to  his  back  on 
Pynchon  street.     Accepted  in  concurrence. 

9.  Report  "leave  to  withdraw"  ou  petition  of  J. 
Robbins  &  Co.  lor  payment  of  a  cerium  bill. 

Alderman  W  uolley  asked  the  cause  of  the  report 
of  leave  to  withdraw  upon  a  petition  to  pay  for  ma- 
terials furnished  the  city,  and  Alderman  Breck  re- 
plied that  Mr.  Robbins  was  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  at  the  time  the  materials  were  furnished, 
and  the  city  had  no  right  to  pay  it,  except  by  special 
act  of  the  legislature,  as  they  were  infoimed  by  the 
City  Solicitor,  who  wa?  present. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

10.  Report  "leave  to  withdraw"  ou  petition  of 
Catherine  Cooton  to  be  paid  for  injuries  received  on 
Srillman  street.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

11.  Report  "reference  to  Trustees  of  Mt.  Hope 
Cemetery"  of  a  petition  of  laborers  there  for  in- 
crease of  wages.    A  ccepted  in  concurrence. 

Storage  Basin  No.  4. 

12.  The  order  to  borrow  $284,000  for  construction 
of  Storage  Basin  No.  4,  Sudbury  river,  came  up 
amended  by  substitution  of  $324,000  for  above  sum. 

13.  The  order  to  construct  said  basin  (as  above)  at 
an  expense  of  $354,000,  came  up  amended  by  insert- 
ing  >394,000.  and  the  order  to  use  a  portion  ot  an 
unexpended  appropriation  for  a  water  supply,  comes 
up  amended  by  adding  thereto  -and  that  the 
Water  Board  is  hereby  directed  to  remove 
the  loam  Iron  the  proposed  ba«iu  at  an  expense  not 
exceed  nu  840,000." 

The  question  was  upon  concurrence  in  the  amend- 
ments tn  the  several  orders. 

Alderman  Curtis  asked  for  an  explanation  of  the 
$40,000  added  by  the  Common  Council. 

Aiderwan  Caldwell — There  has  been  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  with  the  basin  ou  account  of  the  loam  not 
having  been  iemoved.  The  Engineer  and  Water 
Board  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be 
a  good  thing  to  remove  the  loam  before  letting  the 
water  on,  aud  this  $40,000  is  added  to  carry  that  idea 
into  effect. 

Alderman  Curtis— Have  wean  Engineer  and  Water 
Commissioners  who  would  think  for  a  moment  of  con- 
structing basins  without  removing  the  loam'.'  If  that 
is  the  case,  no  wonder  we  have  trouble  with  our 
water.  If  this  is  the  first  idea  our  Water  Commis- 
sioners have  had  of  removing  loam  from  the  basins 
beio  e  lei  iug  the  water  on,  I  should  like  t'j  have  it 
understood. 

Alderman  Caldwell— In  the  first  estimates  here 
wa-  do  provision  made  for  removing  the  loam. 
There  having  l>eeij  so  much  trouble  with  Basin  No. 
3,  they  have  come  to  the  conclusion  to  try  the  ex- 
periment 

Alderman. Curtis— I  inquired  if  we  have  a  Board  of 
Water  Commissioners  and  an  Engineer  who  would 
lea^e  Ihe  loam  in  the  basin.  This  is  the  lirst  infor- 
mation I  have  had  that  we  had  so  highly  estimated 
an  Engiueer  and  Water  Board,  who  would  let  the 
water  ou  before  removing  the  loam. 

Alderman  Her.-ey — 1  think  I  read  something  of  the 
controversy  at  the  time  this  basin  wa-  built,  and.  if  I 
rememberjcorreetly,  the  Engineer  and  Water  B'  ard 
both  plead  with  the  Cily  Government  for  money 
enough  to  remove  the  loam,  and  the  appiopriation 
was  refused.  .So  the  responsibility  rests  with  the 
Citv  Council,  and  not  witu  the  Engineer  and  the 
Wal  er  Board. 

Alderman  Curtis— If  we  iiad  a  City  Council  that 
would  pan  such  an  order  as  that,  leaving  the  loam  in 
th-  bottom  of  the  basin,  the  whole  Council  ought  to 
go  to  a  woman's  school. 

The  (  lmirman  stated. that  the  Engineer  informed 
him  a  wtek  or  two  ago  that  tne  estimate  of  $284,000 
asin. 

Alderman  Caldwell  explained  the  various  steps 
which  had  been  taken  in  the  matter,  ami  upon  iu- 
quirv  by  Alderman  Curtis,  showed  that  there  was 
$70,000  remaining  in  the  appropriation  for  the  tak- 
ing 01  laud,  most  of  which  would  be  used  in  the  res- 
ervoir. 

Alderman  Slade  thought  the  removal  of  the  loam 
would  not  make  much  difference,  but  desired  to  see 
the  experiment  tried. 

The  board  coiicurn  d  in  the  amendments,  yeas  12, 
nay  0. 

Salaries, 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Curti-  the  remaining 
Item*  Mom  the  Common  Council  were  laid  upon  the 
table,  viz. : 


The  Common  Council  substituted  for  the  two  or- 
ders heretofore  passed  by  this  board  an  ordinance 
(City  Doc.  108,  amended),  in  which,  with  a  few  excep- 
tions, they  substantially  disagree  with  this  board  in 
the  increase  of  salaries.  Doc.  106  exhibits  the  sala- 
ries as  fixed  by  this  board.  Doc.  108  exhibits  the 
salaries  as  fixed  by  the  Common  Council,  with  cer- 
tain amendments. 

An  order  to  fix  the  salary  of  the  Inspector  of 
Vinegar  at  $1500  per  annum,  came  up  referred  to 
Messrs.  Williams,  Smith  and  Emery,  wiim  such  as 
the  Board  may  join. 

THE  16TH   AND   24TH  JOINT   RULES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  fo'lowing  (City  Doc. 
110): 

The  Joint  Committee  on  Joint  Rules  and  Orders 
beg  leave  to  submit  a  third  report  at  the  present 
time,  in  respect  to  the  operation  of  Joint  Rule  No.  16. 

It  having  been  decided  by  the  President  of  the 
Common  Council,  that  orders  looking  to  the  expendi- 
ture of  money  for  objects  not  contemplated  at  the 
time  the  annual  appropriations  were  made,  would 
require  a  statement  in  print  of  the  expenditures  al- 
rjady  made  by  the  committee,  board,  or  officer  to 
have  charge  of  such  new  expenditure,  it  is  evident 
that  Rule  16  may  become  an  impediment  to  the  pub- 
lic business  instead  of  a  safeguara. 

The  first  form  of  the  rule,  as  in  force  until  1875, 
provided  that  when  any  committee  found  iis  regular 
appropriation  was  expended  or  was  clearly  insuffic- 
ient, it  should  state  the  fact  in  a  printed  report  of 
the  expenditures  already  made,  aud  obtain  a  farther- 
supply  by  transfer  or  loan.  The  reason  'was  evident: 
the  annual  appropriations  are  made  by  a  majority 
vote  only,  ana  should  be,  for  definite  objects,  care- 
fully estimated  by  the  various  departments.  If  the 
appropriation  proved  too  small,  it  would  show  a 
state  of  affairs  requiring  careful  attention  from  the 
Council,  and  therefore  requiring,  by  another  rule,  a 
two-thirds  vote  of  both  branches  assenting  to  the 
increase. 

But,  in  1875,  a  new  clause  was  put  in,  making  it 
necessary  to  make  this  printed  report  when  money 
was  wanted  for  a  new  purpose,  perhaps  even  a  pur- 
pose ordered  by  the  Council.  This  part  of  the  rule 
seeins  out  of  harmony  with  the  rest,  and  a  remedy 
must  be  provided  in  another  form.  If  a  regular 
committee  or  department,  having  an  ample  appro- 
priation for  its  regular  wants,  is  directed  by  the 
Council  to  take  charge  of  a  new  matter,  it  is  unneces- 
sary and  unfair  to  compel  it  to  report  in  print  its 
financial  condition. 

For  example,  the  Park  Commissioners  have  this 
year  an  appropriation  of  $10,000  for  clerks,  etc. 
They  have  pent  only  $1373.92  up  to  August  1st,  a 
proper  and  reasonable  amount.  The  Council  orders 
them  to  expend  a  larger  sum,  say  $60,000  for  the 
Arnold  Arboretum.  This  has  nothing  to  do  with 
their  regular  appropriation,  and  yet,  under  Rule  16, 
as  it  stands,  they  must  submit  a  report  of  the  state 
of  their  appropriation  for  office  expenses.  This, 
certainly,  cannot  be  the  true  object  of  the  rule,  be- 
cause the  Council  does  not  expect  the  Arboretum  to 
be  paid  for  from  the  appropriation  for  carrying  on 
the  Commissioners'  office,  ami  does  mean  to  provide 
the  money  in  another  way  by  loan. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  recommends  that  Jcint 
Rule  No.  16  be  amended  in  conformity  with  the  an- 
nexed draft.  By  this  change  no  money  can  be 
taken  for  a  new  purpose,  except  by  transfer  or  loan, 
botb  methods  under  Joint  Rule  No.  18  requiring  the 
consent  of  two-thirds  of  both  branches.  In  defining 
what  expenditures  can  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  incidentals,  your  committee  has  put  in 
words  the  practice  of  past  years. 

The   addition  to  Joint  Rule  No.  24  is  slight  but 
necessary,  as  it  covers  the  reports  so  often  made, 
recommending  a  reference  to  a  committee  or  board. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Hugh  O'Brien, 
Clinton  Viles, 
Andre >v  J.  Bailey. 
William  H.  Whitmore. 

Ordered,  That  Joint  Ru'e  No.  16  be  and  it  is  hereby 
amended  to  read  as  fo  lo>*s: 

Section  10  The  specific  appropriation  for  the  sev- 
eral objects  enumerated  in  ihe  general  appropriation 
order  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  tne  maximum 
amount  to  be  expended  by  the  several  committees, 
boards,  and  officers  having  the  charge  thereof,  for 
the  entire  financial  year 

Whenever  the  amounts  designated  and  appropri- 
ated as  aforesaid  have  been  expended,  and  an  addi- 
tional sum  is  required,  or  whenever  the  estimates  for 
any  purpose  exceed  tne  appropriation  specially  made 
therefor,  the  committee,  board,  or  officer  having 
charge  thereof  shall  furnish  to  the  City  Council  a  de- 
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tailed  statement,  in  print,  of  the  expenditures  alreadv 
made,  and  the  necessity  for  an  additional  appropri- 
ation. 

Whenever  the  City  Council  shall  order  an  expend- 
iture by  any  committe,  board,  or  officer,  either  in 
addition  to  the  estimates  on  which  the  appropriation 
was  made,  or  for  an  object  not  included  in  such  esti- 
mates, it  shall  provide  lor  the  payment  of  the  same 

No  expenditure  shall  be  made  from  the  reserved 
fund  except  by  a  transfer  to  some  other  appropria- 
tion, or  to  a  new  appropriation  to  be  established. 

No  expenditure  shall  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  incidentals  excepting  those  ordered  in  ac- 
cordance with  chapter  165  of  the  Acts  of  1861:  ex- 
penditures for  one  or  both  branches  of  the  City 
Council,  ordered  by  concurrent  vote;  amounts  neces- 
sary to  pay  judgments  or  to  settle  claims  against  the 
city;  and  transfers. 

Ordered,  That  Joint  Rule  No.  24  be  and  it  is 
hereby  amended  by  inserting  in  the  second  line,  be- 
fore the  word  "or,"  the  words  "reference  to  a  com- 
mittee or  boird." 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  orders  were 
passed.    Sent  down. 

PERMITS   FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  board: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions to  occupy  stables  as  follows : 

N.  B.  Temple,  on  Wyoming  street,  Ward  21. 

Chas.  B.  Cummings,  Treasurer,  17  Harvard  street, 
Ward  12. 

E.  H.  Baker,  Newbury  street  and  Chester  park. 

O.  Ames,  Newbury  street  and  Chester  park. 

D.  J.  Cutter,  South  street,  near  Commercial,  Ward 
24. 

Emma  S.  Evans,  562  East  Sixth  street,  Ward  14. 

Severally  accepted. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  to  occupy 
stables  as  follows: 

Ura  Holman,  395  Medford  street,  Ward  24. 

Samuel  S.  Willson,  rear  of  115  and  117  Chelsea 
street,  Ward  3. 

Severally  accepted. 

BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Bridges: 

Report  and  order — That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be 
authorized  to  execute  a  lease  to  Alvano  T.  Nickerson 
of  that  portion  of  Warren  bridge  now  occuoied  by 
said  Xickerson's  lobster  house,  for  a  term  of  5  years 
from  the  first  day  of  April,  1881,  at  the  rate  of  $100 
per  annum,  payable  monthly.  Order  passed.  Sent 
down. 

PUBLIC     LIBRARY. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library  (City  Doc.  97)  was  received  and  sent  down. 

STREETS  .NAMED. 

The  following  were  received  from  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  for  the  confirmation  of  this 
board : 

Resolve  that  so  much  of  the  street  called  Heath 
place  as  extends  westwardly  from  the  westerly  ter- 
mination of  Meridian  street  for  about  115  feet  to 
laud  now  or  at  one  time  of  Catherine  Bleiler,  be 
changed  to  and  be  hereafter  known  as  Meriilen 
street. 

Resolve  that  the  name  of  the  street  called  Oaze- 
Dove  place,  leading  from  Chandler  street  to  Colum- 
bus avenue,  be  changed  to  and  be  hereafter  known 
as  Cazeuove  street. 

Severally  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

QUARTERLY  REPORTS. 

Reports  were  received  for  the  quarter  ending  July 
31st,  as  follows: 

City  Clerk — Received  and  paid  Citv  Collector 
$1063.25. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor — Balance  last  report, 
$4727.41;  receipts,  $20,866.76;  disbursements,  $21,- 
472.65:  balance,  $4121.52. 

Severally  sent  down. 

TREASURER  OF  THE  SINKING  FUNDS. 
Notice  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  on  the  Sinking  Funds  that 
Alfred  T.  Turner,  City  Treasurer,  had  been  chosen 
Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Funds  from  July  15th,  1881. 
Sent  down. 

PETITIONS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Petitions  to  locate  and  use  steam  engines  were 
received  as  follows: 

N.  E.  Felt  Roofing  Co.,  rear  of  First  street,  near 
Dorchester  street. 

Wm.  E  Elliott,  215  Fifth  street,  South  Boston. 


Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearing  thereon 
on  Aug.  22d  iust.,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 
LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses: 

Report  recommencing  that  a  permit  be  granted  for 
Coriune  Kimball,  a  minor,  to  appear  at  Oakland 
Garden  one  week  from  Aug.  8, 1881 .    Accepted. 

SALARIES  TO  BE  FIXED  BY  ORDER. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  ou  Ordinances,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred by  the  Common  Council  certain  orders  estab- 
lishing the  salaries  of  the  Harbor  Master  and  other 
city  officers,  having  consider  :d  the  subject,  respect- 
fully report  that  the  salaries  of  the  officer?  enumer- 
ated in  said  orders  should  be  fixed  by  annual  orders 
of  the  City  Council,  and  not  by  ordinance,  as  in  the 
case  of  other  city  officers.  The  committee,  there- 
fore, respectfully  submit  the  said  orders  in  a  new 
draft,  with  the  understanding,  however,  that  the  in- 
dividual members  of  the  committee  aie  not  to  be 
considered  as  approving  the  amounts  specified 
therein. 

Ordered,  That  the  salaries  ot  the  following-named 
officers  shall  be  at  the  rate  per  annum  piaced  against 
their  respective  names,  beginning  on  the  first  da.\  of 
April,  1881,  payable  monthly,  subject  to  the  deduc- 
tion of  any  and  all  sums  due  from  such  person  to  the 
city;  and  all  such  officers  receiving  moneys  in  their 
official  capacity,  shall  account  for  the  -ame: 

Harbor  Master,  $1500. 

Sealer  of  Weighis  and  Measures,  $1800. 

Deputy  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures,  $1000. 

Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  on  the 
Sinking  Funds,  if  the  same  be  the  C.ty  Treasurer, 
$700. 

Superintendent  and  Deputy  Superintendent  of 
Faneuil  Hall  Market,  each  one  dollar,  so  loug  as 
they  respective)-;  receive  the  t-alaries  allowed  them 
as  Inspectors  of  Provisions  at  said  Man  et. 

Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall,  $500. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
accept  the  office  of  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners on  the  Sinking  Funds,  for  the  term  for 
which  he  has  been  elected  by  said  board,  or  until 
otherwise  ordered  by  the  City  Council. 

Laid  on  the  table  until  the  Salary  ordinance  is  con- 
sidered, ou  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis. 

PERMITS  FOR  STEAM  ENGLNES. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  following 
petitions  to  locate  and  use  steam  engines: 

Chandler  &  Co.,  6  Province  court. 

N.  E.  Smelting  Co.,  Chelsea  street,  E.  B. 

Geo.  F.  Kendall,  418  Tremont  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers: 

Reports  and  orders  for  bearings  on  Monday,  Aug. 
22.  at  4  o'clock  P.M.,  on  the  exped'eucy  of  construct- 
ing sewers,  as  follows:  In  Gilbert,  Roys  and  Hoffman 
streets;  in  Concord  street  (Charlestowu).  between 
Bunker-Hill  and  Concord  avenue. 

Orders  passed. 

Orders  to  construct  common  sewers,  as  follows: 

m  Huntington  avenue,  between  Rogers  avenue 
and  Camden  street;  in  Camden  street,  between  Hun- 
tington avenue  and  Falmouth  street,  and  in  Fal- 
mouth street,  between  Camden  street  and  West  Ches- 
ter Park. 

In  Falmouth  street,  from  Dalton  street,  southward- 
ly 150  feet;  in  land  of  Cora  L.  Shaw  and  others  from 
Dalton  street  to  Huntington  avenue  and  in  Cumber- 
land street. 

In  Regent  street,  between  Circuit  and  Ray  streets. 

In  First  street,  between  O  and  P  streets. 

Orders  passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  and  order  for  hearing,  on  Aug.  22d,  at  4 
o'clock  P.  *'.,  on  petition  of  John  S.  Meserve  and 
others,  for  the  removal  of  a  tree  from  the  cartwav 
of  Medford  street,  tharlestown.    Order  passed. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw,  at  their  owu  request, 
on  petition  of  Brush  Electric  Lighting  Co.  to  electa 
lamppost  ou  the  corner  of  Tremont  and  Boylstou 
streets  (Common  side).    Accepted. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  permits  to  move 
wooden  buildings  by  T.  Ahearn  from  Centre  street 
to  John  A.  Andrews  street,  and  John  Foley  from 
Chelsea  street  to  Porter  street. 

Reports  and  orders  for  edgestones  in  front  of  es- 
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tates  of  Whittier  Machine  Company  on  Culvert 
street;  Otis  Clapp,  trustee,  Mt.  Everett  street;  Laban 
F.  Cushing,  Parkman  street;  Josiah  Noyes,  74  W. 
Rutland  square.     Orders  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  lav  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of 
estates  of  Whittier  Machine  Company,  on  Culvert 
street;  Leonard  Ebert,  155  Havre  street;  Edward 
Russell,  153  Havre  street.    Order  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  to  cover  the  cobble  Btone  on 
Harrison  avenue,  between  Waltham  and  Meriden 
streets,  with  the  Abbott  Asphalt  pavement,  estimated 
cost  $2500;  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave 
the  gutters  on  a  portion  of  Fourth  street,  between  P 
and  Q  streets,  also  on  the  westerly  side  of  said  Q 
street,  between  Fourth  and  Sixth  streets,  and  on  the 
northerly  side  of  Sixth  street,  between  P  and  Q 
streets;  to  grade  and  macadamize  Bolton  street  from 
B  street  to  the  New  York  &  New  England  Railroad, 
also  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and  pave  the  side- 
walks.   Orders  severally  passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  Metro- 
politan Railroad  Company  to  lay  down  temporary 
tracks  on  Huntington  avenue  between  West  Chester 
Park  and  Parker  street,  upon  condition  that  the 
whole  work  ot  layiug  down  said  tracks,  the  precise 
location  of  the  same,  the  form  of  rail  to  be  used,  and 
the  kind  and  quality  of  material  used  in  paving  said 
tracks,  shall  be  under  the  direction  and  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Committee  on  Paving  and  Superinten- 
dent of  Streets,  and  shall  be  approved  by  them;  also 
upon  condition  that  said  company  shall  agree  to  re- 
move said  trackB  when  ordered  so  to  do  by  the  Board 
of  Alderman. . 

Passed. 

Report  and  order  —That  the  Union  Freight  Rail- 
road Company  be  authorized  and  directed  to  change 
the  position  of  its  tracks  on  Causeway  street  between 
Prince  and  Haverhill  streets,  so  as  to  conform  to  the 
red  lines  shown  on  a  plan  drawn  by  George  S.  Mor- 
rill, civil  engineer,  dated  August  1, 1881,  and  depos- 
ited in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets, 
the  whole  worn  of  changing  said  track  to  be  done 
under  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  cover  the  cobble  stone  pave- 
ment on  Spring  street,  between  i^everett  and  Poplar 


streets,  with  Abbott  Asphalt  pavement,  estimated 
cost,  $2000.    Order  passed. 

Schedules  of  cost  of  edgestones  and  sidewalks  in 
sundry  streets,  with  orders  for  the  assessment  and 
collection  of  the  same.    Orders  passed. 

Report  and  order  to  repair  the  bridges  in  the  care 
of  the  paving  deuartment  on  Albany  street  and  Ash- 
land street,  Athens  street,  Berkley  street,  Dart- 
mouth street,  Ferdinand  street,  Newton  street, 
Shawmut  avenue,  Swett  street,  West  Chester  park 
and  Dorchester  street,  according  to  specifications, 
&c,  drawn  by  the  City  Engineer,  estimated  cost, 
$6800,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  paving . 
Order  passed. 

CLERK  HIRE  IN  THE  COURTS. 

Alderman  Tucker  prt  sented  requisition  for  clerk 
hire  in  the  courts  for  July  as  follows: 

Superior  Court  (civil) $245.57 

Superior  Criminal  Court 208.33 

Supreme  Judicial  Court 135.00 

Ordered  paid. 

HORSE  CARS  ON  THE  CIRCUIT. 

The  Chairman  offered  the  following: 

Whereas  the  crowded  condition  of  Tremont  street 
from  Cornhill  to  Boylston  street,  and  of  Washington 
street  from  Boylston  street  to  Cornhill,  is  a  source  of 
great  annoyance  and  inconvenience  to  the  travelling 
public,  it  is 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  board  it  is 
inexpedient  to  increase  the  number  of  horse  cars  on 
the  above-named  thoroughfares,  and  no  petitions  for 
leave  to  run  additional  cars  thereon  should  be  favor- 
ably considered. 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  Committee  on  Paving  be  re- 
quested to  ascertain  whether  the  "blue"  line  of  cars 
now  ran  by  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Company 
through  the  most  crowded  thoroughfares  of  the  city 
is  intended  for  the  accommodation  of  the  people  of 
South  Boston,  or  is  maintained  for  speculative  pur- 
poses only,  and  if  the  latter,  to  report  an  order  to 
this  board  for  the  discontinuance  of  said  line. 

Read  once. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Whitten,  7 
for  and  5  against,  and  stood  adjourned  until  August 
22d  current,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 
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COMMON     COUNCIL. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council, 

AUGUST    18,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  pursuant  to  adjournment  at  7V2 
o'clock  P.  M. 

PAPERS  FKOM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Report  and  orders  for  the  amendment  of  joint 
rules  16  and  24.  (Cily  Doc.  No.  116.)  The  orders 
were  passed  in  concurrence,  yeas  39,  nays  24: 

Yeas — Barry,  Bartlett,  Beal,  Bigelow,  Bowker, 
Boyle,  Brimbecom,  Child,  Clapp,  Costello,  Cronin, 
Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Edoy,  Farwell,  Free- 
man, Tolan,  Gove,  Greenough,  Harding,  Hart,  Lau- 
ten,  Lovell,  Means,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P.  Morrison, 
Pope,  Powers,  Pratt,  Pray,  Quigley,  Swan,  Teevan, 
Viles,  Welch,  Wheeler,  Whitinore,  Williams-  39. 

Nays— Fitzpatrick,  Rosnosky— 2. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Brown,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Con- 
lin,  Connell,  Cotton,  Daly,  Dana,  Denney,  J.  Doher- 
ty, Emery,  Fisk,  Ford,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Huntress, 
Maguire,  Mathews,  McCurmick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin, 
P.  J.  McLaughlin.  MeNamara,  Mullett,  Murphj, 
Parkman,  Rogers,  Smith,  Wakefield,  Walsh,  Whar- 
ton— 29. 

Report  and  order  for  the  execution  of  a  lease  to 
A.  T.  Nickerson  of  a  portion  of  Warren  bridge  for 
five  years,  at  the  rate  of  $100  per  annum.  Order 
passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Pray  moved  a  reconsid- 
eration.   Lost. 

Annual  report  of  Trustees  of  Public  Library,  and 
quarterly  reports  of  the  City  Clerk,  and  Overseers  of 
the  Poor,  and  notification  of  the  election  of  Alfred 
T.  Turner  as  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Fund  Com- 
missioners.   Severally  placed  on  file. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Water  to  investigate 
the  cause  oi  the  imparity  of  the  water  supply.    Spe- 
cially assigned  to  8%  o'clock  P.  M.  at  this  meeting. 
Open  Air  Concerts. 

Order  for  a  Joint  Special  Committee  to  take 
charge  of  the  free  concerts  during  the  remainder  of 
the  season,  with  authority  to  expend  for  the  purpose 
an  additional  sum  of  $  1000. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Gove,  of  Ward  1,  moved  to  specially  assign  to 
the  next  meeting  at  8  o'clock. 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  16 — I  hope  the  Council  will  not 
refer  this  to  the  next  meeting.  I  don't  believe  there 
is  a  member  of  this  Council  who  was  on  the  Common 
last  Sunday  and  saw  the  number  of  people  congre- 
gated there,  but  will  vote  for  this  measure.  If  there 
was  one  certainly  there  was  ten  thousand  people,  and 
they  expected  to  hear  the  music.  I  hope  this  order 
for  one  thousand  dollars  will  pass.  H  some  members 
wish  it  to  go  to  another  committee, if  they  can  du 
better,  well  and  good. 

Mr.  Rosnosky— I  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  16,  it  the  members  >  f  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mon, who  were  on  the  Committee  on  Music,  have 
not  been  appointed  on  this  committee  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen? 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13 — The  same  gentlemen  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  who  had  the  matter  in  charge 
have  been  appointed  on  this  Special  Committee.  I 
think  the  members  of  the  Council  fully  understand 
the  subject,  and  are  able  to  vote  upon  it  to-night, 
whether  or  not  they  wish  to  expend  that  money  for 
free  concerts.  I  think  there  is  no  necessity  for  hav- 
ing aDy  further  argument  upon  it. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1 — My  "reason  for  making  the 
motion  was  this:  The  gentleman  from  Ward  19,  who 
has  spoken  on  this  matter  before,  is  absent  this  even- 
ing. He  told  me  he  could  not  be  here  this  evening, 
and  therefore  it  seemed  proper  to  have  it  go  over 
until  the  next  meeting  in  order  that  he  might  have 
an  opportunity  to  present  his  views  to  the  members 
of  the  Council  before  they  acted  upon  it. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  carried  by  a  rising  vote, 
24  for,  17  against. 

THE  DEATH  OF  HOSEMAN  TOBEY. 

Mr.  Brimbecom,  of  Ward  18,  presented  the  follow- 
ing: 

Office  of  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  1 
City  Hall,  Boston,  Aug.  12, 1881.     J 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council. 

Gentlemen, — The  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
respectfully  states  that  on  the  morning  of  April  15 


1881,  Hoseman  Thomas  J.  Tobey,  of  the  fireboat 
Wm.  M.  Flanders,  was  killed  while  on  duty.  On 
returning  from  an  alarm  of  fire  from  Box  176  on  the 
above  date,  and  while  the  boat  was  passing  through 
the  draw  of  Meridian-street  bridge,  the  tide  being 
high  and  the  morning  foggy,  Hoseman  Tobey  was 
crushed  between  the  boathouse  and  the  draw,  re- 
ceiving severe  internal  injuries  which  resulted  in 
his  death  on  the  same  day.  Hoseman  Tobey  leaves  a 
widow  and  a  young  boy. 

On  the  12th  day  of  August  Zeepha  A.  Tobey, 
widow  of  the  said  Thomas  J.,  presented  a  peti- 
tion to  this  board  which  explains  itself,  and 
a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  annexed,  maiked  "A." 

Sec.  2.  Chap.  107  of  the  Acts  of  1880  provides  that 
"if  any  member  of  the  Fire  Department  shall  die 
from  injuries  received  while  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  and  shall  leave  a  widow,  etc.,  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding $ 300  may  be  paid  by  way  of  annuity  and  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  may  from  time  to  time 
order  such  annuity  to  be  reduced."  Sec.  3  further 
provides  that  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  may, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Mavor,  expend  such  sums 
as  may  be  specially  appropriated  therefor  by  the  City 
Council  for  the  relief  of  widows  and  children  of 
members  of  the  Fire  Department  who  have  beeu 
killed  in  the  execution  of  their  duty,  etc. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  board  the  case  of  Hoseman 
Tobey's  widow  and  child  is  one  that  comes  within 
the  provisions  of  Chap.  107,  Acts  1880.  But  as  the 
City  Council  has  made  no  appropriation  for  cases  of 
this  kind  they  are  powerless  to  act.  They  therefore 
ask  that  a  sufficient  amount  be  appropriated  to  ena- 
ble them,  with  the  consent  of  the  Mayor,  to  act  on 
Mrs.  Tobey's  petition  and  give  such  relief  as  they 
deem  necessary.  For  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioners. John  E.  Fitzgerald, 

Chairman. 
Copy  of  Zeepha  A.  Tobey's  Petition. 
To  the  Hon.  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  of  the 

City  of  Boston. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  represents  that  she 
is  the  widow  of  Thomas  J.  Tobey,  late  a  hoseman  in 
the  Fire  Department  of  Boston,  and  who  was  killed 
on  the  fireboat  Flanders,  on  April  15th  last,  while 
on  duty  in  the  service  of  the  city  in  returning  from  a 
(ire.  Her  said  husband  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Fire  Department  more  than  seven  years,  and  in  your 
annual  report  for  this  year  (page  xxix.)  you  say  "he 
was  a  faithful  and  brave  fireman." 

Your  pertitioner  is  left  with  a  young  hoy,  and  she 
is  destitute  of  means.  Her  house  is  mortgaged — all 
the  surplus  earnings  of  her  hu&band  for  years  being 
invested  in  the  equity,  which  she  is  now  in  danger  of 
losing.  She  is  in  feeble  health,  and  her  only  hope  is 
in  the  justice  of  the  city  which  her  husband  served 
so  faithfully  and  in  whose  service  he  died.  The  law 
confers  upon  you  and  the  City  Council  the  power  to 
afford  In  r  relief.    See  act  of  March  17, 1880. 

She  therefore  humbly  pravs  that  your  honorable 
board,  with  the  concurrence  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor, 
will  grant  to  her  such  sum  or  such  annuity,  or  both, 
as  shall  seem  to  you  right  and  proper  and  just  under 
all  the  circumstances,  and  that  you  will  take  such 
farther  and  other  action  in  the  case  as  is  in  your 
judgment  best. 

(Signed)  Zeepha  A.  Tobey. 

Boston,  Aug.  12th,  1881. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

In  connection  with  the  above,  Mr.  Brimbecom  of- 
fered an  order — That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
Mrs.  Z.  A.  Tobey,  widow  of  Thomas  J.  Tobey,  a  fire- 
man who  was  killed  on  the  fireboat  Willi-tin  M. 
Flanders,  on  the  15th  day  of  April,  1881,  while  in  the 
sendee  of  the  city,  the  sum  of  $3000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  direc- 
ted to  provide  the  means  for  the  payment  of  said  sum. 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Fire  De- 
partment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brimbecom  the  special  assign- 
ment, viz. : 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
Mrs.  Z.  A.  Tobey  for  compensation  on  account  of  the 
death  of  her  husband,  a  member  of  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment. 

Was  taken  up  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 
Mr.  Brimbecom  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  sev- 
eral votes  relating  to  the  subject,  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail.    Lost. 

ANNUAL  REPORTS. 
The  annual  reports  of  the  City  Registrar  (City  Doc. 
102)  and  Boston  Water  Board  (City  Poc.  101)  were 
severally  received  and  sent  up. 

petitions  presented. 
Mr.  Dennie,  of   Ward  12,  presented  the  petition  of 
J.  E.  Maynard  to  be  paid  a  bill  of  $96  for  sixteen 
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carriages  furnished  at  the  request  o  f the  City  Mes- 
senger on  the  evening  of  July  28th,  lilt.,  lor  the 
use  ot  members  of  the  Coutmoo  Council,  and  which 
remained  m  waitine  from  12  o'clock  P.  M.  until  6 
a.m.  Referred  bo  a  special  committee  consisting 
ot  the  Committee  on  Chums  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

Petition  of  Boston  Forge  Co.  to  erect  a  wooden 
buildingon  340  Maverick  street,  Ward  I.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  ot  Build- 
ings. 

THE      VKRANGE.MENT    OF    SEATS    IN    THE    COUNCIL 
CHAMBEB. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Waul  12,  in  accordance  with 
notice  given  to  the  clerk,  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  whereby  was  denied  a  second  reading  the 
order  to  alter  the  dents  in  the  Common  Council 
chamber,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $800 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Ward  8,  inquired  how  Mr. 
Whitmore  voted  on  the  question  at  the  hist  meeting. 
The  President  announced  that  Mr.  \\  hitinore 
moved  a  suspension  of  'he  rule,  in  order  that  he 
might  move  a  reconsideration.  I  lie  rule  was  sus- 
pended, and  Mr.  VVhitmore  moved  the  reconsidera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  asked  if  it  was  not  proper  to  know 
how  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  voted. 

The  President  said  that  the  rule  had  been  suspen- 
ded in  ordt-rto  allow  .Mr.  Whitmore  to  move  the  re- 
consideration. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  fact  is  1  voted  on  the  right 
side.  I  took  particular  pains  to  do  so.  I  would  state 
at  this  time  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  rules  which 
would  allow  the  geutlem  n  to  make  the  inquiry.  In 
regard  to  the  motion  itself,  this  was  tne  report  of 
a  committee,  made  in  accordance  with  an  order  sent 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  at  the  begin 
ning  of  the  year.  The  committee  a. tended  to  it  and  had 
an  examination  made  by  the  City  Architect.  The  rea- 
son I  moved  the  reconsideration  was  that  I  thought 
perhaps  the  matter  *ai  rejected  without  any  par- 
ticular consideration,  and  at  that  time  it  did  not 
seem  worth  while  to  ask  for  a  division  of  the  house. 
Every  one  knows  that  the  seats  on  the  two  addes  of 
the  house  are  not  so  desirable  as  those  in  the  centre, 
maiuh  because  so  much  space  is  occupied  by  the 
desks  and  chairs  of  the  President  md  Clerk.  The 
City  Architect  said  he  thought  that  at  a  small  ex- 
pense he  could  remedy  the  matter  by  cutting  down 
the  President's  desk  somewhat  in  size,  and  not  let  it 
extend  out  so  tar  into  the  room.  If  something  of  the 
kind  is  done  it  will  be  possible  to  have  au  uninter- 
repted  view  across  the  chamber.  It  seemed  to  the 
committee  well  to  allow  something  of  the  kind  to  be 
done.  The  architect  being  away  at  the  present  time, 
I  cannot  give  his  exact  figures,  but  my  impression  is 
the  cost  will  not  be  more  than  three  of  four  hundred 
dollars;  but  the  committee  put  in  the  larger  sum  to 
cover  every  possible  contingency.  The  change  will 
nake  it  more  desirable  for  the  members  sitting  on 
die  sides  of  the  chamber,  and  for  all  who  have  to  go 
to  the  desks  during  the  evening.  For  those  reasons 
1  hope  the  Council  will  be  willing  to  entrust  the 
matter  to  tun  discretion  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings.  It  is  a  good-sized  eommitiee  and  a  joint 
iiee,  and  they  are  not  in  the  habit  of  spending 
money  foolishly,  in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  If  there 
i-  a  chance  to  convenience  a  third  of  the  members, 
who  are  at  present  inconvenienced,  I  hope  the 
others  will  be  willing '.to  give  them  that  accommo- 
dation. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8 — I  hope  this  motion  to 
reconsider  will  not  prevail.  We  have  occupied 
these  -eats  two-thirds  of  the  year,  and  it  will  be  an 
unnecessary  expense  to  make  the  change  for  the 
rest  of  the  year."  Probably  some  members  next  year 
will  go  to  the  expense  of  putting  them  back  again  as 
they  are  now. 
Mr.  Lauten  ot  Ward  If— I  "Hope  the  motion  to  re- 
r  will  prevail.  1  think  it  is  a  move  in  the 
right  direction.  Ik  ow  the  present  arrangement  is 
unpleasant  to  me,  and  I  presume  it  Is  to  some  mem- 
bers on  the  other  -ide.  There  are  some  good  looking 
members  On  the  other  side,  and  I  should  like  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  seeing  them.  In  addition  to  that 
I  think  the  President's  desk  will  be  very  much  iui- 
pioved.and  I  think  the  change  ought  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Means  of  Ward  20— At  the  Cast  meeting  of  the 
Council  I  voted  against  this  order,  but  1  am  rather 
inclined  to  change  my  mind,  for  this  reason:  Al- 
tl:.MU|,l:  the  mini. rity  I  tbfl  C  .  a  :  ;il  a;';  l"  a  position 
where  they  can  sec  everything  that  is  going  on,  yet 
there  are  some  men  her-— the  minority— who  per- 
liaps  cannot.  As  one  of  that  majority  who  can  see, 
I  think  perhaps  we  should  concede  the  minority  the 
courte.-y  of  allowing  them  to  have,  their  seats  placed 
in  a  proper  position.    For  that  reason  I  shall  vote  to 


have  the  change  made,  and  hope  the  request  will  be 
granted. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18—1  don't  believe  this  is  a 
good  thing  to  do.  If  you  p.re  going  to  have  any 
change  made  here,  >  ou  niust  re|ilan  this  whole  ar- 
rangement. I  don't  say  a  word  about  this  little  ex- 
penditure. But  you  have  Anally  got  to  raise  up  these 
-eat-,  bring  them  into  a  circle,  like  an  amphithea  re, 
and  then  we  will  be  iu  a  position  where  we  can  see 
each  other.  You  will  never  do  it  by  altering  the 
desks. 

The  reconsider  ition  prevailed  by  a  rising  vote,  30 
for,  18  against. 

The  order  was  declared  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
Mr.  Fitzpatrick  doubted  the  vote,  the  council  was 
divided,  29  for,  15  against. 

The  or.icr  was  passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to 
reconsider.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

THE   NEW  PUBLIC   LIBHARY    BUILDING. 

Mr.  Dudley,  of  Ward  4,  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing-  Committee  on  Public  Library, 
who  were  instructed  to  report  the  cost  ot  obtain- 
ing all  the  land  enclosed  by  Dartmouth,  St. 
James,  Exeter  and  Boylston  streets,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  on  all  or  a  part  thereof  a 
new  Public  Library  Building,  beg  leave  to 
report  tbat  they  have  endeavored  to  comply  with 
their  instruction's,  but  are  satisfied  that  it  is  practi- 
cally impossible  to  ontain  the  eutire  lot  described  in 
the  order.  The  Fellows  of  Harvard  College  own  a 
large  portion  of  the  lot,  and  are  erecting  upon  their 
land  a  building  for  a  medical  school,  and  inform 
your  committee  that  their  land  cannot  be  purchased 
on  any  terms.  The  committee  have  ascertained, 
however,  that  the  estates  on  Dartmouth  street  and 
St.  James  avenue,  adjacent  to  the  lot  granted 
to  the  city,  and  containing  26,031  square  feet,  can  be 
purchased  for  about  .$180,000.  The  assessors'  valua- 
tion of  this  property  is  $119,000.  The  passageway 
between  the  lots  contains  6700  square  feet,  and  the 
rights  therein  of  three  parties  would  have  to  be  pur- 
chased; at  what  expense,  however,  the  committee 
have  been  unable  to  ascertain.  The  committee  be- 
lieve that  $200,000  will  cover  the  cost  of  the  enlarged 
lot  as  suggested,  and  the  area  thus  obtained  will  be 
double  tbat  already  granted  to  the  city  by  the  State. 
The  lot  would  then  have  a  frontage  on  Dartmouth 
street  of  250  feet  and  a  depth  of  264  feet  upon  the 
side  streets.    For  the  committee, 

Otis  B.  Dudley. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended, and  he  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  Tbat  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Public  Library  be  and  they  hereby  arc  author- 
ized to  purchase  land  in  addition  to  the  lot  given  In 
the  State  for  a  new  library  building,  the  expense  not 
to  exceed  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  fo> 
an  amount  of  land  substantial lj  as  mentioned  in  the 
report  of  said  committee  ot  this  date. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Ward  8,  moved  to  specially 
assign  to  the  next  meeting,  and  accepted  an  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Wheeler,  of  Ward  10,  to  assign  to  the 
first  meeting  in  October. 

Mr.  Whiteuiore  of  Ward  12 — I  hope  that  motion 
will  not  prevail,  because  I  was  intending  at  once  to 
move  the  reference  of  che  order  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance.  As  I  understand  the  matter  now,  the  order 
offered  by  me  two  or  three  months  ago,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Library,  canies  back  with 
a  favorable  report.  That  is  to  say,  the  land 
can  be  purchased  at  a  reasonable  price.  I  may 
say  that  I  have  been  informed  that  the  individual 
members  of  the  committee  would  be  in  favor 
of  making  the  purchase  probably.  I  feel  that  under 
the  circumstances  it  is  lair  to  offer  the  order  and 
move  its  reference  to  ihe  Committee  on  Finance  as 
usual.  It  may  be  that  the  city  should  not  incur  the 
expense.  That  is  for  the  Finance  Committee  to  say. 
It  may  necessarily  have  to  be  done  by  a  loan.  As  all 
such  matter.-,  even  those  not  so  favorably  received, 
have  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  I 
hope  the  motion  to  assign  will  not  prevail,  but  that 
it  will  be  rejected  in  order  that  a  motion  may  he 
made  to  refer  to  the  Con  mittee  on  Finance.  More- 
over, this  is  a  matter  of  which  I  claim  to  have  very 
little  knowledge,  but  I  know  it  has  been  considered 
a  desirable  thing  and  that  it  is  eminently  a  matter 
for  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  consider,  iu  the 
face  of  the  report  which  has  been  received.  It  will 
have  the  effect  to  take  it  out  of  the  hands  oi 
the  Council  much  better  than  a  motion  to  refer  at  a 
subsequent  meeting.  I  hope  it  will  take  the  usual 
course  aod  go  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  that 
the  motion  to  assign  will  be  rejected  as  unnecessary 
at  this  time. 

Mi.  (love  of  Ward  1— I  hope  this  matter  will  not 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  but  hi 
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specially  assigned.  I  think  we  ought  to  have  until 
the  first  meeting  in  October  to  see  whether  it  is  pro- 
per to  seud  it  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  We 
have  had  too  much  of  this  referring  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance,  and  substantially  adopting  orders 
offered  here. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17—1  trust  this  matter  will  be 
allowed  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  a 
reason  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  not 
stated.  If  anything  is  going  to  be  done  in  this  mat- 
ter—and I  think  the  Council  will  look  at  it  favora- 
bly— it  is  important  that  it  should  be  done  immedi- 
ately and  not  postponed  until  October  or  later,  when 
the  boom  in  real  estate  may  have  carried  prices  be- 
yond what  the  owners  are  at  present  asking  for  the 
land.  If  any  committee  of  the  Council  are  allowed 
to  go  forward  and  secure  this  land  at  the  present 
time,  it  could  be  done  at  considerably  better  prices 
than  at  some  tut  ire  time.  I  hope  the  motion  to 
specially  assign  will  not  prevail,  and  that  the  motion 
to  rcf  tr  to  the  Finance  Committee  will  be  made  'ater 
and  adopted. 

The  motion  to  assign  to  the  first  meeting  in  Oc- 
tober prevailed,  by  a  rising  vote,  25  for,  16  against. 
Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Ward  8,  moved  a  reconsideration 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

PERMITS  FOR  "WOODEN    BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Ward  8,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Building's:      ' 

Reports  and  orders  for  permits  to  erect  wooden 
buildings  as  follows: 

Union  R.  R.  Co.,  to  build  woocen  addition,  Wash- 
ington street  near  Shepard  street,  Ward  25. 

Cousens  Bros.,  to  build  wooden  addition,  on  Brigh- 
ton avenue,  near  Cottage  Farm  station,  Ward  25. 

Tileston  C.  Bower,  to  build  a  wooden  addition,  on 
Saratoga  street,  rear  of  62-64,  Ward  1. 

South  Boston  Iron  Co.,  to  build  wooden  addition, 
18,  20  and  22  Dorcbe?ter  avenue,  Ward  13. 

Arthur  W.  &  Nathan  Tufts,  wooden  addition,  ou 
Tufts  wharf,  rear  of  553  Main  street,  Ward  4. 

Beacon  Oil  Co.,  to  build  wooden  addition,  on  Chel- 
sea street  rear  of  and  opposite  Curtis  street,  Ward  1. 

Franklin  S.  Merritt's  heirs,  to  build  vooden  addi- 
tion, rear  of  24  Blue  Hill  avenue,  Ward  20. 

Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  (on  petition  of  M.  McLean), 
to  build  wooden  addition,  on  Mystic  wharf  off  Chel- 
sea bridge,  Ward  3. 

Arthur  W.  Tufts,  to  build  wooden  addition,  513 
Main  street,  Ward  4. 

Standard  Rubber  Co.,  to  erect,  rear  of  Lagrange 
street,  near  Washington  street,  Ward  23. 

John  D.  Finn,  to  build  wooden  addition,  Brooks 
street  near  Bremen  street,  Waid  1. 

Manson  Bros.,  to  erect,  on  Liverpool  street,  near 
Decatur  street,  Ward  2. 

N.Y.  &  N.  E.  R.  R.  Co.,  to  erect,  on  Commonwealth 
flats,  Ward  13. 

Frederic  R.  Cutler,  to  erect,  on  Cambridge  street, 
rear  B.  &  M.  R.  R.,  Ward  4. 

J.  Robbins  &  Co. ,  to  erect,  rear  of  178  Border  street, 
Ward  1. 

Boston  Sugar  Refinery  Co.,  to  erect,  on  Webster 
street,  corner  Brewer  street,  Ward  2. 

Union  Railway  Co.,  to  erect,  on  Washington  street, 
corner  of  Shepa'rd  street,  Ward  25. 

Robert  Bishop,  to  erect,  on  West  Seventh  street, 
near  E  street,  Ward  15. 

The  President  read  one  of  the  reports,  and  stated 
that  there  were  several  similar  to  it,  and  that,  if  no 
objection  was  made,  he  would  take  the  question  upon 
all  the  orders  at  once. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  should  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  who  brought  in  those  reports,  what  is  the 
reason  the  Inspector  has  to  be  authorized  to  grant 
these  permits?  1  mav  he  laboring  under  a  misappre- 
hension, but  I  thought  the  Inspector  bad  the  right  to 
grant  those  permits  without  any  direction  from  the 
Citv  Council. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick— As  I  understand  the  matter  these 
petitions  were  referred  to  the  committee,  and  when 
the  committee  act  favorably  upon  them  they  are  re- 
ported back  to  the  City  Government,  and  it  is  neces- 
sary that  they  should  have  a  vote  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, so  that  the  Inspector  shall  grant  the  permit. 

Mr.  Wharton — It  may  be  that  the  matter  has  to  oe 
referred  to  a  committee,  and  that  they  may  have  to 
make  a  report  which  has  to  be  accepted  by  the  City 
Council.  But  I  do  not  understand  that  it  is  neces- 
sary tor  us  to  pass  an  order  for  the  Inspector  to 
grant  these  permits.  The  fact  that  we  accepted  the 
report  would  leave  it  to  the  Inspector  to  graut  the 
permits  without  anv  direction  on  our  part.  I  may 
be  mistaken,  but  I  never  heard  of  its  being  done  be- 
tore.  '  .' 

Mr.   Fitzpatrick— The   gentleman    who   has    just 


spokeu  has  not  probably  thought  that  rhfy  are  per- 
mits for  buildings  larger  than  the  law  allows,  and 
that  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  pass  such  an  order  in 
each  case. 

Mr.  Wharton — I  do  not  understand  that  anything 
appears  in  the  report  to  show  that  these  are  excep- 
tional cases.  I  am  very  much  surprised  at  the  course 
this  has  tnkei). 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick— It  is  something  that  has  hap- 
pened almost  every  evening  in  the  Council.  I  be- 
lieve I  never  presented  any  such  reports  before,  and 
probably  that  is  what  has  caused  the  trouble  this 
evening. 

The  several  orders  were  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  move  the  reference  of 
those  several  orders  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinan- 
ces. I  should  like  very  much  to  have  a  report  from 
some  committte  as  to  whether  there  is  anybody  else 
in  the  city  of  Boston  who  wishes  to  erect  buildings 
and  has  no  permit.  I  had  an  opportunity  ODce  before 
to  raise  a  question  something  in  this  form,  as  to  why 
we  should  have  an  ordinance  to  a  certain  effect  and 
at  the  same  time  be  constantly  authorizing  one  of  the 
city  officers  to  grant  permits  to  violate  it.  Certainly 
this  number  of  orders  coming  in,  all  to  the  same  pur- 
port, and  a  very  large  number  of  them  for  one  cor- 
poration, but  showing  that  they  are  pretty  well  scat- 
tered through  the  city,  rather  looks  to  me  as  if  nobody 
who  asks  for  a  permit  to  violate  the  building  ordi- 
nance gets  refused.  The  committee  have  failed 
to  state  in  their  reports  why  these  peti- 
tions should  be  grafted,  any  more  than  any 
others.  I  see  nothing  from  the  report  of 
tne  committee  or  the  manner  in  which  it  is  off ered , 
or  from  the  answer  to  the  questions  raised  to-night, 
why  those  persons  and  corporations  should  be  al- 
lowed to  do  away  with  the  ordinance  any  more  than 
anybody  else  should.  If  it  is  going  to  bring  this 
amount  of  business  to  the  Council,  I  thi  k  it  is  high 
time  the  ordinance  was  changed. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick — I  do  not  krow  that  I  have  any 
objections  to  having  this  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances.  In  the  absence  of  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Council  I  was  sud- 
denly called  upon  to  present  these  reports.  Mr. 
Hilton  is  undoubtedly  familiar  with  them.  But  the  rea- 
son we  alwa^:  grant  such  permits  is  that  the  buildings  ■ 
are  usually  to  be  erected  on  vacant  land,  where  there 
is  not  a  house  within  two  or  three  hundred  feet  of  it. 
These  petitions  mostly  come  from  Wards  21,  25,  II 
and  2,  out  in  those  districts  where  there  is  no  objec- 
tion, and  they  arejonly  too  glad  to  get  any  kind  of 
a  building  erected.  Ir  is  always  customary  to  have 
such  petitions.  If  there  is  any  objection  to  the  build- 
ing, the  committet  investigate  the  matter  thoroughly 
and  give  the  parties  a  hearing.  There  has  been  no 
objection  in  these  cases,  and  that  is  why  we  recom- 
mend that  the  permits  be  granted,  and  we  have  to 
come  to  the  City  Council  for  endorsement.  If  the 
gent'eman  desires  to  have  it  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances,  I  have  no  objection;  but  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  pressed  in  that  form  to-night.  I  hope  an 
opportunity  will  be  given  to  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  to  state  the  facts  in  each  case. 

Mr.  Pratt— If  the  gentleman  states  that  there  are 
special  reasons  in  his  case,  I  have  no  desire  to  have 
the  particular  ordinances  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances.  I  still  think  that  the  matter  ought  to 
be  looked  into  and  the  ordinance  amended.  I  cannot 
understand  from  anything  the  committee  show,  win 
we  should  have  an  ordinance  and  still  grant  so  many 
pe)  missions  to  violate  it.  I  am  aware,  as  the  geutle- 
mau  from  Ward  8  says,  that  it  has  been  customary  to 
to  do  it,  and  it  is  that  very  custom  which  u  akes  me  ob- 
ject to  the  passage  of  such  orders.  I  do  not  think  the 
presence  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  w7<ul<l 
make  any  difference.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  S 
is  perfectly  capable  of  presenting  and  defending  the 
report  of  a  committee. 

Mr.  Greenough — I  think  the  orders  might  just  as 
well  be  passed  to-night.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  21  wishes  to  offer  an  order  for  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances  to  consider  this  matter,  he  can  do  so. 
It  seems  tome  the  present  condition  of  things  is  not 
so  unsatisfactory  as  he  seems  to  think.  It  is  very 
proper  that  there  should  be  an  ordinance  that  wooden 
buildings  should  not  be  erected  within  certain  limits. 
But  if  a  large  corporation,  for  instance.desires  to  put 
up  a  shed  upon  its  own  property,  it  is  proper  for  them 
to  be  required  to  come  te  the  City  Councd.  Xo  mat- 
ter what  shape  it  is  in,  they  have  got  to  come  here 
for  a  permit  to  erect  a  building  within  the  limits, 
larger  than  the  dimensions  prescribed  by  the  ordi- 
nance. The  petition  is  refened  to  the  Coinmittee  on 
Surrey  and  Isnection  of  Buildiugs:  they  refer  it  to 
the  Inspector,  who  sends  a  mau  to  look  at  it, 
and    if   in    his   judgment   it    is   safe    to   allow    a 
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violation  of  the  ordinance  if  is  reported  upon 
and  passed.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  not  a  condi- 
tion of  things  very  dangerous  to  tl.e  community.  I 
have  no  interest  in  any  ol  these  buildings,  but  have 
been  in  the  position  of  a  petitioner,  and"  I  know  that 
in  the  case  I  represented,  it  was  perfectly  safe  to 
erect  the  building. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances was  lost. 

The  several  orders  were  passed. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  moved  a  leconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  22— Before  that  vote  is  declared 
I  wish  to  ask  for  a  ruling  whether  this  is  nut  in  the 
nature  of  a  repeal,  amendment,  or  alteration  of  an 
ordinauce. 

To  allow  Mr.  Pratt  opportunity  to  refer  to  the  rule 
and  oidinance,  the  construction  of  which  was  involv- 
ed in  his  point,  the  subject  was  passed  over  for  the 
time  being  and  other  business  transacted. 

Later  in  the  session  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Ward  8, 
moved  the  special  assignment  of  the  motion  to  re- 
consider to  the  next  meeting  at  bait-past  eight 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Prat'  of  Ward  21—1  would  like  to  take  a  mo- 
ment to  state  the  poiDt  which  I  was  about  to  make 
wheo  the  Chair  requested  me  to  point  out  the  ordi- 
nance. The  rule  I  refer  to  is  tin  last  clause  of  Sec- 
tion 14,  of  the  Joint  Rules  and  Orders: 

"No  order  orvote  which,  if  pissed,  would  have  the 
effect  to  amend,  suspend,  or  repeal  an  ordinance, 
shall  be  entertained  in  either  bianch  of  the  City 
Council,  unless  it  is  in  the  form  of  an  ordinance." 

.Now  if  gentlemen  will  refer  to  the  93d  page  of  the 
volume  of  Statutes  and  Ordinances,  they  will  find: 

"The  City  Council  ot  the  City  of  boston  shall, 
within  sixty  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  estab- 
lish and  define  the  limits  within  which  all  building- 
thereatter  erected  shall  conform  to  the  provisions  of 
this  act;  and  said  City  Council  may,  from  time  to 
time,  by  ordinance,  extend  and  define  the  said  limits 
as  they  may  tleem  proper,  due  legal  notice  being 
given  thereof."    (Chapter  280,  Section  3,  Stat.  1871.) 

Then  I  rind  that  the  City  of  Boston  did  establish 
the  building  limit-— Page  137,  Section  22,  Stat,  and 
Onl.  That  section  establishes  the  building  limits, 
and  Section  23  prescribes  certain  limitations  and  re- 
strictions under  which  wooden  and  frame  buildings 
may  ••lie  erected  in  those  parts  of  the  city  outside  of 
the  limits  described  in  the  foregoing  section  "  That 
is  a  long  section  and  I  will  not  read  it.  Section  24  on 
page  11' 

"The  restrictions  on  the  erection  of  wooden  build- 
ings, contained  in  the  preceding  section,  shall  notb- 
held  to  apply  to  buildings  erected  at  a  distance  of 
titty  feet  or  more  from  an>  other  building,  and  from 
any  street,  lane  or  alley  in  the  city,  open,  or  intend- 
ed to  be  open,  for  public  passage,  whether  accepttd 
or  not  by  the  city." 

on  25  relates  to  foundations  and  substruct- 
ures, Section  26  to  chimneys,  Are.,  Section  27  has  te- 
strictions  as  to  frames  and  Joyce,  Section  28  relates 
to  altering  and  enlarging   buddings,   and    .Section   •!'.) 

"No  woo'ien  building  -nail  hereafter  be  erected 
outside  the  said  I, mits  heretofore  named  in  this  or- 
dinance, without  a  permit  being  first  obtained  from 
the  Inspector  of  Buildings;  and  no  alteration  or  addi- 
tion to  any  Bneh  building  shall  be  made  without  a 
permit  from  said  Inspector." 

Now.  taking  the  atatutc  and  those  ordinances  to- 
gether, it  appears  that  the  building  limits  have  been 
established, and  restrictions  placed  upon  the  erection 
and  enlargement  of  wooden  buildings  outside  of  the 
building  limits,  and  that  permits  have  been  required 
for  erecting  any  building,  whether  it  comes  within 
trie  restriction-  named  in  the  ordinance  or  not.  If 
which  are  before  us  on  the  motion  to 
reconsider,  call  lor  nothing  more  than  the  exercise 
of  the  discretion  of  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  to 
decide  whether  they  are  within  the  restriction  of  the 
ordinance  or  not.  they  have  no  need  to  come  here  at 
all.  But  the  orders  go  further  than  that,  a-<  I  under- 
stand the  u,  and  the  explanation  ot  the  committee. 
They  authorize  the  erection  of  buildings  in  contra- 
vention of  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance.  If  the 
ordinance  requires  certain  rule-  to  he  observed 
m  the  erection  and  alteration  of  buildings  in  these 
outside  limits,  and  the-e  orders  are  brought  in  here 
for  the  purpose  o(  evading  or  allowing  things  lo  he 
done  which  are  expressly  forbidden  by  ordinance, 
then  it  teems  to  me  the  effect  of  such  an  order  is  to 
amend,  suspend  or  repeal  an  ordinance;  and  there- 
fore these  order-  are  not  properly  entertainable 
unless  brought  in  in  the  form  of  an  ordinance. 

The  President  —  Does   the  gentleman  ral 
point  of  order  on  the  motion  to  assign   thereco 
eration? 


Mr.  Pratt — I  am  perfectly  willing  to  have  the  mat- 
ter specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting.  I  wanted 
to  state  my  point.  I  gi^e  notice  that  if  tue  motion  to 
reconsider  shall  prevail,  I  shall  raise  that  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick — I  will  only  say  that  it  has  been 
customary  for  gentlemen  who  wish  to  construct 
buildings,  in  excess  of  the  limits  prescribed  by  ordi- 
nance, to  present  their  petition  to  the  City  Council. 
As  I  have  understood  it,  the  committee  act  under 
Section  39: 

"The  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston  shall  have 
control  and  direction  of  the  building  of  wooden 
buildings  outside  of  said  limits,  but  within  said  city, 
and  may  authorize  >-uch  buildings  upon  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  tbey  may  deem  expedient."  (Page 
10,  Statutes  and  Ordinances  ) 

That  is  what  the  committee  has  always  acted  upon. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  1 — I  should  like  to  say  in 
behalf  of  the  committee,  that  though  the  argument 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  i-  very  plausi- 
ble, and  may  be  the  correct  ground  to  take,  still 
there  is  this  further  ground  lo  take,  which  1  under- 
stand the  committee  have  heretofore  acted  upon : 
These  petitions  are  simply  petitions  to  be  allowed  to 
erect  buildings  larger  than  the  ones  prescribed  by 
ordinance.  The  statute  under  which  the  City  Coun- 
cil acts  provides  (pag  •  101,  Stat,  and  Ord): 

"The  City  Council  ot  the  City  of  Boston  shali  have 
control  and  direction  of  the  building  of  wooden 
buildings  outside  of  said  limits,  but  within  said  city, 
and  may  authorize  such  buildings  upon  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  they  may  deem  expedient." 

The  City  of  Boston,  acting  upon  that  power  given 
by  the  statute,  passed  the  ordinance  beginning  on 
page  137,  of  the  statutes  and  ordinances  of  1876,  fix- 
ine  the  building  limits  and  presenting  the  manner  in 
which  buildings  outside  of  the  building  limits 
should  be  constructed.  Section  23  of  that  or- 
dinance provides  certain  restrictions  upon  the 
size  of  woodeu  buildings  out-ide  of  the  lim- 
its described  m  the  foregoing  section.  By  Sec- 
tion 24  all  buildings  of  more  than  fifty  feet  from 
any  other  building,  or  from  any  street,  lane  or  alley, 
are  specially  excepted  from  Section  23.  Therefore, 
if  a  person  desires  to  erect  a  woodeu  ouilding 
more  than  fifty  feet  from  any  other  building,  street, 
lane  or  alley,  the  dimensions  of  such  a  building 
are  not  provided  for  by  the  ordinance,  so  it  may 
be  contended  that  in  such  case  that  a  petition  should 
be  filed  with  the  City  Council,  in  order  that  it  may 
pass  upon  the  question  under  the  section  of  law  which 
Ibaveread  heretofore,  providing  that  it  shall  have 
control  of  the  erection  of  wooden  buildings  outside 
of  the  building  limits.  This  is  upon  the  theory  that 
buildings  more  than  fitly  feet  from  any  other  build- 
ing-, street,  lane  or  alley,  do  not  come  within  the 
terms  of  the  ordinance,  but  remain  for  the  City 
i-Otincil  to  provide  lor  by  special  order,  under  the 
sratute,  and  that  these  orders  concern  buildings 
which  the  ordinance  does  not  affect.  Under  the 
circumstances,  there  b?ing  such  a  question  raised 
about  the  propriety  of  such  orders  as  these,  1 
think  the  reconsideratiou  should  be  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting. 

The  motion  to  assign  prevailed. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  for  the  same  committee,  submit- 
ted a  report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  W. 
R.  Cavanagh  to  raise  a  woodeu  budding  on  Broad- 
way, corner  Lehigh  street.    Accepted. 

MYSTIC    VALLEY    SEWER. 

Mr.  Greenough,  ol  Ward  9,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Mystic  Valley 
Sewer,  to  whom  was  referred  by  the  Board  ot  Alder- 
men the  message  of  the  .Mayor  calling  attention  to 
thi  ol  jj.r.ti.n  J-:.-d  upon  the  city  by  Chap  303  if  the 
Acts  of  the  present  year,  in  regard  to  purifying  the 
waters  of  Mystic  lower  pond,  having  considered  the 
subject,  respectfully  report  that  in  their  judgment 
the  city  can  do  no  better  than  await  the  instructions 
of  the  courts  regarding  the  ma'ter,  and  therefore 
recommend  the  pa.-sage  of  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Water  Board  be  author- 
ized to  take  such  measures  and  expend  such  moneys 
as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  carry  out  the  orders 
of  the  courts  and  to  protect  and  preserve  the  purity 
of  the  Mystic  water  supply;  the  expense  attending 
the  >aiue  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
Mystic  sewer. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  order  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9 — 1  do  not  wish  to  have 
that  order  nassed  without  making  a  very  short  state- 
ment which  will  enable  the  Council  to  understand  it. 
I  do  not  suppose  they  wish  for  any  account  of  the 
labors  of  the  Committee  on  Mystic  Valley  Sewer.    I 
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will  merely  say  that  they  have  found  themselves  en- 
tirely unable  to  arrive  at  any  plan  by  which  the  im- 
purities can  be  removed  from  the  water  before  it 
reaches  Mystic  Lower  .Pond,  although  tliey  have  em- 
ployed the  best  experts  which  could  oe  had  for 
mouey.  They  were  uuable  to  find  any  system  which 
they  could  come  before  this  Council  and  recommend 
the  appropriation  of  money  for.  They  simply  re- 
commend that  the  Water  Board  be  authorized  to 
carry  cut  the  directions  of  the  court  and  to  expend 
such  money  as  is  necessary  to  do  so,  and  to  have  it 
charged  to  the  proper  appropriation.  1  therefore 
move  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  that  the  order  may 
take  its  second  reading  to-night. 

Ml'.  Whitmore — I  was  inclined  to  let  the  matter  go 
along',  but  it  seems  now,  according  to  my  iecol.ec- 
tion  of  this  order,  that  it  takes  the  whole  subject  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  City  Council  entirely  and  turns 
it  over  to  the  Water  Board,  and  that  they  can  do 
what  the  courts  say  they  must  do.  It  seems  to  me 
that  this  is  rather  jumping  the  fence  too  soon.  I 
think  we  had  better  wait  until  the  court  tells  us  to 
do  something,  and  then  see  whether  we  waDt  the 
Water  Board  to  go  ahead.  We  shall  then  know  ex- 
actly what  sums  we  want  them  to  expend  without 
coming  for  such  authority.  The  report  is  so  extremely 
vague"~that  even  with  the  explanations  of  the  gentle- 
man, I  can  hardly  understand  its  scope.  Until  tbe 
court  orders  us  to  do  something — and  it  seems  to  me 
I  saw  something  in  the  papers  yesterday  of  au  order 
of  the  court  to  do  something — 1  think  we  had  better 
wait  until  we  are  told  what  to  do  to  carry  out  the 
orders  of  the  court.  It  seems  to  me  the  suspension 
of  the  rule  is  unnecessary  at  the  present  time.  I 
hope  it  will  be  allowed  to  go  over  until  the  next 
meeting,  and  meantime  we  may  have  an  order  of  the 
court.  I  do  not  like  the  idea  of  the  Council  giving 
away  all  responsibility  in  the  matter,  even  to  the 
Water  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Greenough— When  it  goes  to  the  Water  Com- 
missioners, that  is  the  place  where  it  belongs.  It  is 
tbe  business  of  the  Water  Board  to  attend  to  that 
matter.  The  Committee  on  the  Mystic  Valle\  Sewer 
were  appointed  originally  to  attend  to  the  interests 
of  the  city  of  Boston  at  the  legislature.  They  did 
what  they  could,  and  were  beaten.  The  subject  of 
carrying  out  the  instructions  put  into  the  law  was 
referred  to  that  committee. 

Mi-.  Rosnosky — May  I  ask  the  gentleman  a  ques- 
tion? 

Mr.  Greenough— Certainly. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — Do  I  understand  the  gentleman  to 
say  that  the  Mystic  Valley  Sewer  belongs  to  the 
Water  Board? 

Mr.  Greenough — [  say  that  the  matter  of  attending 
to  the  Mystic  Valley  Sewer  belongs  to  the  Water 
Board. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — Then  can  the  gentleman  tell  us  why 
the  committee  was  appointed. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  did  not  appoint  the  committee. 
The  Mayor  sent  a  message  to  the  City  Council  and 
recommended  that  a  special  committee  be  appointed 
to  take  charge  of  the  matter  before  the  legislature. 
After  the  legislature  adjourned  our  duty  substantial- 
ly ended.  Then  came  before  the  City  Council  a  mes- 
sage from  the  Mayor,  which  was  referred  to  our  com- 
mittee. We  report  co-nightthat  we  cannot  recommend 
any  plan  for  purifying  the  water,  but  we  do  recom- 
mend that  the  matter  be  turned  over  to  the  Water- 
Board,  where  it  belongs.  The  Water  Board  say  they 
have  n.>  authority  to  expend  any  money  in  this  di- 
rection without  au  appropriation  from  the  City 
Council.  About  816,000  remain  in  the  appropriation 
for  the  Mystic  Valley  Sewer.  If  the  Supreme  Court 
to-morrow  direct  the  Water  Board  to  take  up  that 
sewer  at  once,  they  have  not  the  money  to  do  it  with. 
At  present  they  really  have  no  right  to  spend  a  cent 
on  that  matter  without  a  vote  ut  the  City  Council. 
The  time  has  already  passed  for  the  city  to  act,  and 
the  law  to  compel  it  to  act  has  become  operative. 
The  town  of  Medford  have  applied  for  a  mandamus 
to  compel  the  city  of  Boston  to  act.  Undoubtedly 
we  shall  have  to  take  up  that  sewer  and  very  likely 
do  various  othei  things.  This  is  practically  to 
give  tbe  Water  Board  authority  to  carry  out  the 
instructions  of  tbe  court,  and  expend  therefore  such 
money  as  they  think  necessary.  I  cannot  see  any 
reason  why  we  should  lay  it  over  and  not  pass  it  to- 
night. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — I  hope  it  will  lay  over  as  long  as 
we  have  got  a  committee  appointed  to  attend  to  this 
busiuess  at  the  session  of  the  legislatu.'e;  and  they 
have  not  made  any  report  after  the  session  is 
through.  We  have  only  received  their  report  to- 
i  ight,  and  I  don't  think  we  have  had  sufficient  time 
to  cousider  it.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  says  we 
should  give  the  power  to  the  Water  Board  to  spend 
this  mouey.    As  I  understand,  they  have  no  money 


to  spend.  I  claim  that  the  City  of  Boston  employs  a 
City  Solicitoi,  and,  if  there  is  any  need  for  it,  this 
committee  had  an  appropriation  of  85000  la-c  winter, 
and,  if  there  i*  any  money  wanted,  they  can  appro- 
priate it  from  that.  I  am  surpris-d  that  this  question 
should  come  up  here  simply  to  be  referred  to  the  Water 
Boar  1.  I  know  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Water,  but  I  claim 
that  if  a  question  is  to  be  referred  to  any  depart- 
ment, it  ought  to  be  refcrreJ  to  a  certain  committee. 
It  ought  to  go  to  the  committee,  and  then  let  them 
bring  in  their  report.  I  object  to  this  being  referred 
to  the  Water  Board.  If  it  should  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Water,  it  will  then  have  to  come  back 
to  the  City  Council.  I  hone  the  rule  will  not  be 
suspended",  and  that  it  will  go  over  until  the  next 
meeting. 

Mr.  Greejiough,  of  Ward  9,  in  tbe  chair. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4— The  gentleman  has  spoken 
of  the  fact  that  the  committee  appointed  to  resist  the 
petition  of  tlie  town  of  Medforcf,  asking  tnat  the  City 
of  Boston  be  required  to  take  up  the  Mystic  sewer, 
nave  not  made  any  report.  The  fact  was  the  passage 
of  the  act  and  the  sending  in  of  the  communication  of 
the  Mayor,  were  all  the  report  that  could  be  made. 
The  committee  weie  appointed  to  oppose  the  peti- 
tion of  tbe  town  of  Xiedford.  They  were  poweiless 
in  that  matter.  The  petition  of  the  town  prevailed, 
and  the  legislature  passed  an  act  to  compel  the  City 
of  boston  to  take  up  three  hundred  feet  ot  sewer  auct 
purify  its  water  so  as  to  alh  w  it  to  be  emptied  into 
tnat  pond.  The  Mayor  sent  in  a  communication  no- 
tifying the  City  Council  that  the  act  had  been  passed, 
aud  it  was  referred  to  this  committee.  The  commit- 
tee have  waited  for  three  months.  They  have  sought 
the  help  of  the  Boston  Water  Board  aud  City  Engi- 
neer, and  taken  advice  of  chemists  in  the  matter; 
and  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  no  pos- 
sible way  of  purifying  that  water  so  that  it  will  be 
8t  to  empty  into  Mystic  Lower  Pond.  What  is  there 
left  for  them  to  do?  Nothing,  except  to  cut  tiie  com- 
munication of  those  persons  who  empty  into  the 
Mystic  si-wer,  or  await  the  action  of  the  courts.  The 
Boston  Water  Board  do  not  think  it  is  policy 
for  them  to  cut  tne  communication,  and  there 
is  only  one  course  lett,  and  that  is  to  await  the  ac- 
tion of  the  court.  The  town  of  Medford  has  oeti- 
tioned  the  Supreme  Court  to  compel  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton to  take  uo  three  hundred  feet  of  the  sewer. 
Then  what  will  be  the  action  of  the  court?  It  will 
undoubtedly  order  the  City  of  Boston  to  cease  empty- 
ing its  water  into  Mystic  Lower  Pond.  Well,  if  it 
does,  there  is  no  agent  appointed  by  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton to  carry  out  the  order  of  the  court.  Therefore 
it  rests  with  the  Council  to  empower  the  Boston 
Water  Board  to  be  its  agent  to  carry  out  tnose  or- 
ders. Somebody  nas  got  to  do  it.  If  the  Supreme 
Court  say  tbe  City  of  Boston  shall  do  a  certain  thing, 
the  City  of  Boston  has  got  to  do  it.  The  only  effect 
of  this  order  is  to  make  the  Boston  Water  Board  the 
agent  of  the  city  to  carry  out  the  order  of  the  court. 
If  the  Supreme  Court  say  we  shall  cut  tbe  connec- 
tions with  Mystic  Pond,  the  Water  Board  will  have 
the  authority  to  do  it  it  we  uass  this  o.der.  It  is  some- 
thing in  which  we  have  no  cboice.  The  order  simply 
empowers  tbe  Boston  Water  Board  to  do  what  the 
Supreme  Court  shall  direct. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  is  with  the  greatest  delight  that 
I  saw  the  Piesident  on  the  floor,  because  I  knew  we 
could  get  trom  him  a  statement  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Mystic  Valley  Sewer,  in  which  Le  has  taken 
so  great  au  interest.  But  I  do  not  see  that  anything 
be  has  stated  gives  any  ground  for  quite  so  sweeping 
an  order  as  has  been  presented.  If  I  understand  the 
gentleman  aright,  he  says  all  we  can  do  is  to  wait 
until  the  court  tells  us  to  do  so uiething.  Very  well. 
Tbe  Common  Couucil  and  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
can  be  convened  at  any  time.  The  City  Council  is 
uot  likely  to  be  out  of  session  for  more*  than  a  fort- 
night for  the  res;  of  the  season.  Certainly  the  Su- 
preme Court  will  not  be  so  unreasonable  as  to  order 
the  City  of  Boston  to  do  anything  within  twelve  hours 
or  anything  of  the  kind.  Of  course  the  city  will  be 
given  ample  and  reasonable  time  to  do  whatever  the 
courts  order.  Now,  sir,  the  objection  I  have  to  this 
order  is  it  puts  unnecessarily  aDd  entirely  the  city- 
purse  into  the  hands  of  the  Water  Board,  when  no 
necessity  has  been  shown  for  expending  any  money. 
Therefore  it  seems  unnecessary  to  pass  the  order  for 
the  reason  that  no  man  will  give  a  person  his  check 
hook  and  tell  him  to  draw  whatever  he  wanted,  when 
he  had  uo  occasion  to  draw  anything.  It  is  an  un- 
necessary and  unwise  method  of  doing  busiuess.  to 
pass  an 'order  like  this,  giving  the  ..ater  Board 
power  to  spend  any  sum  of  money  which  they  think 
the  courts  may  require.  I  would  say  more  than  that: 
supposing,  as  is  most  likely,  that  the  order  of  the 
court  will    not  be  for  the  payment   of   a  sum  of 
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money,  but  will  direct  the  City  of  Boston  to  do  some- 
thing in  general  terms,  to  stop  using  or  change 
the  sewer  or  do  this,  that  or  the  other  thing. 
That  is  a  matter  in  which  I  say  this  Council 
has  a  right  to  insist  that  the  "Water  Board,  or  the 
Committee  on  Mystic  Valley  Sewer,  or  any  proper 
officer,  snaU  come  in  heie  with  their  estimate.-  and 
tell  us  what  they  want  the  money  fur.  Whenever 
that  is  done,  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  bur,  that 
the  Council  will  be  iu  session,  or  can  be  convened. 
But  I  do  object,  first,  last  and  always,  to  passing  any 
such  orders  wherebv  the  Council,  which  is  put  m 
charge  of  the  public  purse,  gives  to  any  official  the 
power  of  unlimited  expenditure.  In  tbis  case  the 
gentleman  has  departed  from  the  usual  course.  We 
have  to  appropriate  monev,  and  we  do  so  in  large 
sums,  upon  requisitions  from  various  individuals; 
but  we  go  through  the  form  of  demanding  an 
estimate  before  we  vote  away  the  money.  I  think  it 
is  wise  and  prudent  not  to  vote  away  money  unneces- 
sarily in  advauce.andputitin  the  hands  of  any  board 
to  draw  money  in  unlimited  ouantities  from  cue 
City  Treasury.  It  may  be  that  the  court  will  order 
something  to*  be  done  to  the  Mystic  sewer,  and  per- 
haps that  will  be  a  matter  wlich  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  alone  may  be  entirely  capable  of  doing, 
and  the  only  proper  persons  to  act.  This  matter  of 
sewers,  as  we  know,  belongs  to  the  Board  ol  Alder- 
men, and,  for  that  reason  alone,  I  should  hesitate 
very  much  to  pass  an  order  giving  unlimited  power 
over  a  sewer  to  the  Water  Board.  I  think  we  shall 
be  perfectly  safe  and  wise  it  we  decline  to  suspend 
the  rule  to-night.  At  all  events  let  us  have  a  week 
to  look  into  the  matter,  and  not  in  this  hasty  manner 
suspend  our  rules  and  rush  through  an  order  which 
is  entirely  new  to  a  great  maiority  of  the  persons 
present,  t  or  my  pa  it,  I  should  like  to  look  into  it  a 
good  deal  more,  and  know  what  it  means.  This  is  a 
written  report,  winding  up  with  an  order  which 
might  bankrupt  the  city,  aud  we  are  asked  to  pass  it 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Bailey  or  Ward  4 — As  a  member  of  rhis  Coun- 
cil, I  alwa\s  admire  the  ease  and  grace  with  which 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  puts  up  men  of  btraw 
and  tt:e  earnestness  with  which  he  proceeds  to  knock 
tin  in  over.  The  gentleman  has  put  up  many  men  of 
straw  this  evening;  nevertheless,  I  .-hall  endeavor  to 
show  this  Council  that  they  are  simply  men  of  straw 
and -hall  try  to  knock  them  over.  There  are  two 
distinct  parts  to  the  order.  First,  we  authorize  the 
Water  Board  to  carry  out  the  order  of  the  Supreme 
Court  in  this  matter;  and  second,  we  authorize  them 
to  spend  such  sums  ol  money  as  may  be  necessary  to 
carry  out  the  orders  of  the  court.  Now  the  order  of 
the  court  will  be  for  the  Ciiy  of  Boston  to  do  cer- 
tain tilings.  As  I  have  said  before,  when  the  court 
passes  that  order  there  is  nothing  left  for  the  City  of 
Boston  to  do  but  obey  it.  It  is  not  discretionary 
for  us  to  do  anything.  We  simply  appoint  an 
I  tin-  City  id  Boston  to  do  that  thing  which 
it  orders.  Where  is  the  consistency,  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  the  City  of  Boston  waiting  un- 
til the  order  Of  the  court  has  been  passed,  and  to  be 
summoned  together  by  the  Mayor  on  a  special  mes- 
sa-.e,  to  do  certain  things  which  we  know  it  must  do. 
1  submit  it  is  safest  to  pass  an  order  in  advance  ap- 
pointing the  "Water  Board  the  agent  of  the  city  to 
carry  out  the  order  of  the  court.  This  matter  has 
been"  referred  to  and  considered  by  a  special  com- 
mittee who  say  that  all  the  orders  of  the  court  can 
be,  to  order  the  city  to  cease  emptying  that  sewer 
into  the  pood.  Therefore,  the  Water  Board  will 
have  authoi  ity  to  cut  the  connections  of  all  persons 
who  empty  into  that  sewer,  and  they  will  be  author- 
ized to  take  such  measures  as  are  necessary  to  pre- 
set ve  the  purity  of  the  Mystic  water  supply.  The 
entire  expense  is  to  be  charged  to  the  Mystic  Valley 
Sewei ,  of  the  appropriation  for  which  $16,000  re- 
main. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14 — I  would  like  to  know 
what  the  Water  Board  has  got  to  tlo  with  the  Mystic 
Sewer? 

.Mr.  Bailey— It  has  nothing  to  do  with  it.  There  is 
a  balance  remaining  of  the  appropriation  made  some 
years  ago  to  build  the  Mystic  Sewer,  of  $16,000,  aud 
we  simply  order  that  the  "expense  attending  this  mat- 
ter shall  be  charged  to  that  appropriation.  There- 
fore, the  Boston  Water  Board  are  limited  bv  the 
extent  of  the  money  in  that  appropriation.  There 
are  only  fifteen  thousand  dollars  there,  and  in  carry- 
ing out  this  order  the  Water  Board  cannot  exceed 
the  amount  of  the  appropriation,  because  we  have  a 
rule  prohibiting  any  department  from  exceeding  the 
amount  of  an  appropriation  for  an  object.  There 
Is  no  chance  for  the  "Water  Board  to  bankrupt  the 
city,  unless  the  expenditure  ot  that  sum  of  $15,000 
which  has  been  lying  iu  the  treasury  for  three  years, 
will  do  it.    Therefore,  I  say  that  all  objections  raised 


against  this  order  are  men  of  straw.  Tue  only  effect 
of  it  can  be  to  authorize  the  board  to  stop  the  con- 
nection of  parties  emptying  into  the  sewer,  and  to 
spend  $16,000  in  preserving  the  Mystic  supply,  That 
is  the  full  exlent  to  which  the  board  can  go. 

Mr.  Rosnosky— The  gentleman  from  Ward  4,  I 
want  luni  to  understand  that  the  very  board  which 
he  wants  to  refer  this  to  now,  were  the  board  which 
bui't  this  sewer.  They  expended  $100,000  on  that 
sewer;  now  we  are  asked,  or  at  least  we  are  asked  by 
the  court,  to  stop  it.  We  have  an  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  that  §150,000  appropriated  for  this  sewerage. 
There  is  an  unexpended  balance,  and  we  are  asked 
to  pass  a  vote  here  now  to  give  the  Water  Board 
power  to  tear  up  this  sewer.  Tnat  is  the  way  Hook  at  it. 
If  they  had  had  no  authority  to  build  such  a  sewer  as 
they  did  build,  if  they  had  no  right  to  build  such  a 
sewer  as  they  built,  and  as  I  ha\e  shown  you  on  an- 
other occasion,  I  claim  we  ought  to  be  in  no  haste  to 
refer  anything  to  that  board.  It  is  veiy  easy  for  them 
tobiiug  in  an  order  here.  There  isuo  reason  for  it  ex- 
cept that  the  gentleman  fr„m  Ward  0,  who  has  been  on 
the  committee  for  the  past  nine  months  wanted  to 
say  something.  If  the  court  orders  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton to  do  anything,  the  Mavor  can  call  the  Citv  Gov- 
ernment together  to  pass  aii  order.  I  don't  believe 
giving  any  more  power  than  we  can  help  to  the  pres- 
ent Water  Board. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  wish  to  say,  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  4.  that  in  this  case  I  do  not  think 
that  there  is  any  reason  for  altering  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed in  my  first  statement,  that  if  the  courts  direct 
us  to  do  anything  they  will  aive  us  ample  time  to 
look  around  aud  see  who  shall  be  the  proper  agent 
of  the  City  of  Boston  to  carry  out  the  ordei.  If  "the 
order  of  the  court  affected  the  sewerage  system  of 
the  city,  it  would  properly  be  put  in  the  hands  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  who  have  charge  of  the 
sewers.  If  we  were  ordered  to  stop  those  sewers, 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  would  have  to  rind  some 
other  remedy  or  some  other  outlet.  But,  beyond 
that,  I  must  differ  with  the  gentleman  in  the'idea 
that  they  will  be  limited  in  their  expenditure  to  the 
balance  of  $15,000  in  the  appropriation.  That  is  a 
much  more  serious  matter.  If  the  order  had  come  in 
that  they  should  snend  that  balance  only,  I 
don't  know  that  I  should  have  cared  so  much  about  it 
ai.yway.  But  I  trust  the  gentleman  is  aware  of  the 
tact  that  whenever  an  agent  of  the  Citv  of  Boston  is 
authorized  to  do  anything  and  has  power  to  draw 
money  from  the  treasury,  the  Treasurer  will  pay  that 
money  so  long  as  he  has  anything  in  the  treasary. 
Because  a  thing  is  put  under  a  certain  appropriation 
on  his  books,  it  is  not  a  fact  that  it,  is  within  the  limit 
of  the  agent's  power  to  spend  that  money.  This 
order  has  no  limit  whatever.  I  have  always  fought 
against  passing-  orders  without  a  limit  to  the  expen- 
diture. I  moved  last  year  to  have  the  contingent 
fund  oi  the  Mayor  for  the  entertainment  of  dis- 
tinguished visitors,  put  at  a  limit,  and  at  a  liberal 
limit,  more  than  he  can  expend  during  the  vear. 
Now  sir,  I  believe  that,  after  consulting  the  Auditor 
and  Treasurer,  it  was  only  some  three  months  ago 
that  the  then  Tieasurer  showed  me  a  written 
opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  which  if  1  under- 
stand it  was  that  the  Treasurer  was  to  pay  no  at- 
tention to  tue  sub-divisions  entered  on  his  hooks, 
but  if  the  City  Council  passed  an  order  for  an  officer 
to  spend  $5,000,000,  the  Treasurer  was  bound  to 
honor  the  drafts  made  under  that  vote  without 
regard  to  whether  an  appropriation  v/as  made  for 
that  purpose  or  not.  I  am  so  clear  in  my  recollec- 
tion of  the  matter,  that  1  should  hesitate  on  that 
ground  alone,  aud  protest  against  the  passage  of  any 
order  drawn  up  in  this  form.  I  assure  the  Council 
it  is  a  matter  which  fhey  should  look  into  before 
passing,  and  for  that  reason  alone  they  ought  not  to 
hurry  it  through  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 
I  think  I  am  entirely  correct  in  regard  to  the  City 
Solicitor's  opinion  on  tile  in  the  Treasurer's  office, 
that  a  proper  order  for  expenditure  obliges  the 
Treasurer  to  continue  to  pay  out  as  long  as  lie  has  a 
cent  in  his  bank.  In  other  words,  it  being  a  com- 
mon fund,  the  flist  check  there  takes  prece- 
dence. I  think  the  Council  ought  not  to  suspend 
the  rule,  and  give  up  the  usual  and  proper  method 
of  doing  business;  there  certainly  is  no  emergency  to 
compel  us  to  do  it  at  the  present  time.  I  think  that 
all  the  points  brought  up  are  worthy  of  considera- 
tion. It  will  be  unwise  for  the  committee  to  force  a 
vote  to-night,  which  would  possibly  result  in  stop- 
ping business  for  the  rest  of  the  evening, 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4—1  will  endeavor  to  reply  to 
both  gentlemen,  but  must  take  one  at  a  time.  In  re- 
gard to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  last  up,  that  it 
the  eonrt  orders  anything  iu  regard  to  sewers  it  will 
be  for  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  take  charge  of. 
Nobody  in  this  City  Government  knows  better  than 
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the  geutieinnu  from  Ward  12  that  I  have  to  be 
parliamentary  in  my  language,  but  gentlemen 
will  pardon  me  if  I  ao  not  make  it  strong  enough 
—he  is  entirely  mistaken  in  the  impression  he 
attempts  to  convey,  because  he  knows  that 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  simply  have  charge  of  the 
sewers  in  the  city  of  Boston.  Whenever  a  sewer  is 
built  outside  of  the  city  to  protect  the  water  supply, 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  have  nothing  to  do  with  it 
whatever.  The  Mystic  Valley  Sewer  was  built  under 
a  special  act  of  the  legislature. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Suppose  the  court  ordered  a  sewer 
to  be- laid  dowu  through  Charlestown,  would  njt  the 
Board  of  Aldeiiuen  have  to  take  charge  of  it? 

Mr.  Bailey— They  would  have  no  more  right  to  do 
it  than  the  gentleman  himself.  The  legislature  says 
the  City  Council  shall  do  it.  That  is  the  way  the  act 
wns  passed,  and  we  authorize  the  Boston  Water 
Board  to  build  the  sewer.  There  is  no  agent,  board 
or  authority  whatever  to  deal  with  that  sewer  ex- 
cept oy  an  order  passed  bj  the  City  Council.  In 
this  connection  I  cm  reply  also  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  16,  who  spoke  also  iu  regard  to  the  advisability 
of  building  that  sewer.  If  he  asks  me  for  an  honest 
expression  of  opinion,  I  don't  think  I  will  differ  with 
him  in  regard  to  the  building  of  the  sewer.  I  think 
it  was  a  mistake  from  beginning  to  end.  Neverthe- 
less what  is  the  use  of  figuring  a  matter  we  ought  to 
have  settled  ten  years  ago.  This  is  no  boy's  play  that 
we  are  engaged  in.  The  order  we  come  here  and 
ask  this  board  to  pass,  does  not  stop  with  the  Mystic 
Valley  Sewer.  It  goes  away  beyond  it,  to  the  preser- 
vation of  your  supply  from  Sudbury  River  and  Lake 
Cochituate,  and  every  drop  of  water  used  by  the  City 
of  Boston.  Therefore  I  say  it  is  important  that  this 
order  should  be  passed  to-night,  because  the  order  of 
th?  court  will  undoubtedly  be  made  to-morrow  com- 
pelling the  Chy  of  Boston  to  stop  its  drainage  there. 
What  will  be  the  result  ?  Suppose  nobody 
is  appointed  to  carry  out  the  orders  of  the  court. 
The  gentleman  says  the  court  wi.l  allow  us  time  to 
do  this  thing.  Does  the  gentleman  reflect  that  we 
have  already  had  three  months  in  which  to  do  it? 

Mr.  Rosnosky — Mow,  as  the  gentleman  says  that 
they  had  three  months  to  do  it,  why  didn't  that  com- 
mittee, of  which  the  gentleman  is  a  member,  come 
in  with  an  order  to  have  it  done  pieviously? 

Mr.  Bailey— The  gentleman  forgets  tire  remarks  I 
made  previously,  that  the  committee  had  been  at 
work  for  three  months  consulting  the  Boston  Water 
Board,  City  Engineer,  chemists  and  others,  and  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  tbac  we  can  do  nothing  to 
purify  that  water  so  that  it  can  be  emptied  "into 
Mystic  Lower  Pond.  AVe  found  that  we  could 
do  nothing  of  the  kind.  Therefore  we  have 
got  to  stop  emptying  into  that  pond.  I  stated 
that  when  I  first  took  the  floor.  Then  we 
stated  that  for  certain  reasons  of  policy  he  thought  it 
would  be  better  to  wait  for  the  court  to  pass  an  order 
to  compel  us  to  do  it.  We  have  got  to  stop  emptying 
into  that  pond,  but  for  certain  reasons  of  policy  we 
thought  better  for  the  court  to  order  us  to  stop  it. 
Now,  sir,  does  the  gentleman  suppose  that  after  we 
have  neglected  to  doit  for  three  months,  the  courts 
are  going  to  give  us  any  further  time?  Not  at  all. 
It  will  be  a  peremptory  order.  They  may  order  that 
the  sewer  be  torn  up.  This  is  a  very  vital  question 
to  a  large  number  of  our  citizens.  The  people  of 
Charlestown  have  got  to  drink  that  water,  and  there- 
fore we  say  that  the  Boston  Water  Board  shall  go  to 
the  State  Board  of  Health  and  compel  those  parties 
to  stop  emptying  their  sewage  into  that  stream.  That 
is  the  position  in  which  we  stand.  The  committee 
have  made  their  report.  They  acknowledge  there  is 
no  course  except  to  discontinue  emptying  into  Mystic 
Lower  Pond,  and  they  say  we  should  empower  the 
Boston  Water  Board  to  take  such  steps  as  are  neces- 
sary to  preserve  the  supply.  Now  1  come  to  the  other 
question,  as  to  the  limit  to  wlr.eh  they  can  go.  The 
City  Engineer  has  submitted  a  report  to  the  commit- 
tee showing  that  it  will  take  $30,000  to  erect  any 
kind  of  a  chemical  arrangement  to  purify  the  water 
so  as  to  allow  it  to  be  emptied  into  the  pond,  and 
then  it  will  take  a  yearly  expenditure  of  $15,000  to 
run  it.  The  committee  would  not  come  in  and  re- 
commend that.  Then  they  say  that  the  Water  Board 
should  be  authorized  to  take  any  steps  necessary  to 
preserve  the  supply.  They  limit  them  in  the'r  ex- 
penditure to  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  for 
Mystic  Valle%  Sewer.  If  they  had  said  "at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  §15,000;"  it  would  nut  have  been 
more  binding  tuan  this  order  is.  The  Water  Board 
will  be  limited  in  their  expenditure  to  the  bal- 
ance of  $15,000  remaining  in  that  appropriation.  If 
the  gentleman  does  not  think  that  it  is  binding  upon 
them,  let  him  put  in  an  amendment,  that  the  ex- 
pense shall  not  exceed  $15,000,  and  then  there  can  be 
no  question  about  it.    But  I  say  we  do   limit  them  to 


the  expenditure  of  $15,000.  In  view  of  all  these 
facts  and  the  committee  having  worked  as  hard  as 
they  have — I  don't  think  any  committee  has  worked 
harder;  members  of  the  Council  know  what  they 
have  done;  t.hey  have  waiced  uutil  the  last  minute 
and  tried  in  every  possible  way  to  preserve  the 
purity  of  this  supply  without  taking  this  extraordi- 
nary measure;  we  have  fought  in  the  legislature 
inch  by  inch;  we  have  opposed  it  in  every  possible 
way;  we  have  cried  coercion  and  evcrv  other  way 
to  get  out  of  it,  and  this  is  the  only  way,  and  that 
is  to  fight  for  the  punty  of  the  supply.  That  is 
what  we  have  got  to  ao  if  we  expend  millions 
of  dollars,  and  I  for  one  am  prepared  to  do 
it.  Tuerefore  when  we  ask  that  this  order  be 
passed,  we  as  the  City  Council  to  take  a  stand  in 
fighting  for  something  that  we  have  got  to  right  for 
at  some  time  or  other. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — As  the  gentleman  has  given  an  esti- 
mate of  the  City  Engineer  that  it  i«  going  to  cost 
$30,000  to  build  these  works,  and  $15,000  a  year  to 
run  them,  therefore  I  shall  oppose  referring  this 
matter  to  the  Water  Board  at  present.  Why,  sir,  if 
the  question  of  the  supply  of  Mystic  water  costs  that 
money,  and  then  not  having  a  guarantee  aud  assu- 
rance that  the  water  will  be  pure 

Mr.  Bailey — Will  the  gentleman  consider  that  they 
are  limited  in  their  expenditure  to  the  amount  re- 
maining in  the  appropriation,  no  matter  what  the 
estimaie  of  the  engineer  was. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — I  am  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Watei ,  and  I  have  to  take  the  estimate  made  by 
the  engineer.  Ihad  to  take  an  estimate  made  of  fifty 
million  dollars  in  five  minutes  for  water  fiom  Lake 
Winnipiseogee.  Now  we  have  got  to  spend  $30,000 
to  get  ready  and  $15,000  to  run  it,  and  we  will  not  be 
guaranteed  that  the  water  will  be  any  better  than 
it  is. 

Mr.  Bailey— Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to  in- 
terrupt him  again?,  The  gentleman  is  aguingon  that 
estimate,  but  does  he  not  temeiuber  that.  I  said  the 
committee  would  not  recommend  it? 

Mr.  Rosnosky — I  understand  it,  but  I  am  arguing 
that  the  Council  lay  it  over.  It  may  be  that  the 
Council  will  decide  to  give  up  the  supply.  The 
court  may  decide  in  such  a  way  that  it  will  be  too 
expensive  to  have  this  supply,  and  we  shall  have  to 
give  it  up. 

Mr.  Bailey  -AYhat  will  you  do  with  it? 

Mr.  Rosnosky— As  I  understand  we  just  ordered 
Ba-in  No.  4  to  be  built,  and 

Mr.  Bailey — How  long  will  it  require  to  build 
Basin  No.  4',  and  what  are  you  going  to  do  with  the 
110,000  people  who  are  drinking  that  water? 

Mr.  Rosnosky — I  will  answer  the  gentleman  by 
saying  that  the  people  using  the  Mystic  water 
claim  that  they  caunot  use  it  even  after  the  sewer  is 
built. 

Mr.  Bailey— The  gentleman  has  made  a  certain  as- 
sertion, and  I  wish  he  would  give  us  some  authority 
for  it.  I  say  that  the  Mystic  water  is  as  good  as  the 
Cochituate  to-^ay,  and  it  is  asgood  as  I  care  to  drink, 
and  I  defy  the  gentleman  to  bring  up  any  reputable 
person  who  will  say  that  it  is  not. 

-Mr.  Rosnosky— I  would  say  that  I  don't  like  to 
drink  either  (if  them.  I  would  rather  chink  the 
sewage  than  both  of  them.  I  elbim  that  we  ought 
not  to  be  in  any  haste  in  deciding  this  question.  If 
the  court  will  decide  it  to-morrow,  wc  have  this  com- 
mittee in  existence  and  we  can  consider  it  at  our 
next  meeting.  As  the  Council  are  aware,  the  City  of 
Boston  will  be  at  the  trouble  of  discussing  the 
water  question  for  the  next  thirty  years.  If  we 
have  to  go  ou  spending  $30,000  at  a  time,  building 
sewers  and  stopping  holes,  our  works  will  not  be  any- 
better  than  they  are.  1  move  that  it  be  specially 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  half-past  eight 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Bigelow,  of  Ward  25,  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Wh'tmore— I  hope  the  previous  question  will 
not  prevail,  because  it  will  cut  off  the  motion  to 
assign.  I  know  it  is  a  delightful  thing  for  a  gentle- 
man to  move  a  reconsideration,  and  stop  debate,  and 
I  thinK  the  gentleman  from  Ward  25  find*  his  high- 
est delight  in  so  doing  I  don't  begrudge  him  the 
pleasure.  He  must  be  lorely  at  times,  as  the  only 
representative  from  the  half  ward,  and  it  is  a  con- 
solation to  him  to  know  that  he  can  bring  down  the 
axe  on  the  whole  Council.  I  hope  the  mam  question 
will  not  be  ordered  until  the  Katter  has  been  dis- 
cussed to  the  satisfaction  of  everybody  here.  When 
a  matter  is  ol  so  much  importance  that  the  President 
feels  it  necessary  to  take  the  floor,  following  the  ex- 
ample set  by  his  predecessor  in  1S79 

Mr.  Bailey — IF  the  gentleman  will  allow  me— that 
is  oue  of  the  few  examples  which  he  left  which 
ought  not  to  be  followed. 
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Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  sorry  tbe  gentleman  regrets 
the  acts  of  his  predecessor. 

The  Chair— The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  con- 
fine himself  to  the  question. 

Mr.  Whitmore— 1  did  not  intend  to  debate  the 
question  upon  a  call  fnr  the  previous  question.  My 
only  desire  was  to  see  that  the  members  got  into 
their  seats  before  the  question  was  put. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  rule  was  declared  suspended,  but  Mr.  Ros- 
nosky  doubted  the  vote,  the  Council  was  divided, 
29  for,  14  against.  Mr.  Whitmore  doubted  the  vote, 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gove,  of  Ward  1,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered.  The  rule  was  suspended— yeas, 
33;  nays,  16: 

leas— Bail»y,  Ba^tlett,  Beal,  Bigelow,  Bowker, 
Brimbecom,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  Costello,  Cronin,Dana, 
Dudley,  Eddy,  Farwell.  Fislc,  Freeman,  Folan,  Gove, 
GreeDOQgh,  Harding.  Hart.  Lovell,  Matbews,  Means, 
P.  Morrison,  Pratt,  Pray,  Smith,  Swan,  Viles,  Whar- 
ton, Wheeler,  Williams— 33. 

Nays— Barry.  Boyle,  Denney,  Devlin.C.  F.  Doherty, 
Fitzpatrick,  Lauten,  J.  A.  McLaughlin.  McNamara, 
Poweis,  Rogers,  Quieley,  Rosnoskv,  Teevan,  Walsh, 
Welch,  Whitmore— 16. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Brown,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin, 
Connell,  Cotton,  Daly,  J.  Doherty,  Emery,  Ford,  Hil- 
ton, Hoslev,  Huntress,  Maguire,  McCormick,  P.  J. 
McLaughlin,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Murphy, 
Parkmau,  Pope,  Rogers,  Wakefield— 22. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  amend  the  order  by  in- 
serting after  the  word  "expense"  the  words  "not  ex- 
ceeding fifteen  thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  Bailey  said  there  was  no  possible  objection  to 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  offer  the  amendment  not  onlv 
for  the  purpose  of  clinching  the  matter,  but  to  say 
that  the  gentleman  has  failed  to  p<nnt  out  any  neces- 
sity fir  such  hasty  action.  In  all  probability  the 
Council  will  wish  they  had  not  given  the  power  to 
this  particular  agent  to  do  what  the  court  shall 
order  the  city  to  do.  So  far  as  1  can  judge, 
the  Water  Board  has  been  a  conspicuous  failure  in 
regard  to  this  matter,  ind  it  is  the  height  of  absurd- 
ity for  us  to  tie  our  hands  and  put  all  the  power  into 
their  hands.  If  the  court  orders  us  to  do  anything, 
we  ought  to  have  waited  and  picked  out  the  proper 
agents  to  do  it.  The  gentleman  has  stated  that  I  was 
perfectly  informed  of*  tbe  fact  about  certain  things. 
I  say  now  that  here  is  no  gentleman  in  this  Council 
who  knows  better  than  the  gentleman  from  Ward  4 
does,  that  the  Water  Board  should  not  have  been 
selectel  blindfold  to  attend  to  this  matter.  I  am 
astonished  that  he  should  have  selected  tt.e  Water 
Board  in  advance,  before  the  order  of  the  court  was 
passed.  The  only  suggestion  I  have  heard  made, 
is  the  desire  of  some  "members  to  take  a  vacation 
anil  not  attend  to  public  business,  and  there  might 
have  to  be  a  session  next  week.  Were  it  not  for 
that  there  is  no  reason  for  us  to  pass  this  order  and 
give  this  power  to  a  board  so  entirely  incapable  of 
dealing  with  the  subject  as  the  Water  Board  have 
proved  to  be. 

The  amendment,  $15,000,  was  adopted,  and  the 
order  passed  as  amended.  Mr.  Bailey  moved  a  re- 
consideration, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.  Lost. 
Sent  up. 

President  Bailey  in  the  chair. 

LAKE   WINXII'ISEOGEE. 

Mr.  Greenougn,  of  Ward  9,  called  up  the  special 
ent  for  8l/t  o'clock  P.  M.,  viz.: 

Motion  to  substitute  a  minority  report  in  favor  of 
investigating  the  subject  of  obtaining  a  water  supply 
from  Lake  Winnipiseogee,  for  a  majority  report  of 
inexpedient  to  furthpr  consider  the  subject. 

Mr.  Rotnosky  said  that  Mr.  Mullet  of  Charles 
(own,  who  signed  the  minority  report  with  him,  was 
absent ,  and  requ  ested  that  the  matter  be  laid  over. 
He  therefore  moved  the  special  assignment  of  the 
Bubject  to  the-  first  meeting  in  Octobei. 

Mr.  Greenougn  thought  there  had  been  sufiicien 
lion   on   the  question,  and  he  trusted  the  ma- 
jority report  would  be  accepted  and  the  motion  to 
D  lost. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  raised  the  point  that  there  was  no 
quorum  present,  and  the  President  said  tnere  were 
:','  members  present. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost, 

Mr.  Ro.-iio.-fcy— As  long  as  I  claim  that  the  gen- 
tleman don  t  want  to  have  it  specially  assigned 
I  am  prepared  to  stay  here  al!  night.  I  have 
been  out  to  the  opening  of  tbe  Fair  to-day, 
have  had  a  little  set-down  at  Parker's,  and 
can  stand  it  all  night.  It  will  not  be  very 
pleasant  for  those  members  who  have  not  been  over 
there,  because  by  the  rule  passed  here  they  cannot 
go  over  there  to-night.    1  think  that  courtesy  should 


be  shown  to  any  member  who  is  absent.  This  matter 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Water,  notwitb- 
stauaing  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  tried  to  have  it 
indefinitely  postponed  in  the  Board  of   ildermen. 

Mr.  Greenougn— Will  the  gentleman  give  way  a 
moment? 

Mr.  Rosnosky — Wait  till  I  get  through.  I  think  I 
have  been  interrupted  enough  this  evening. 

Mr.  Greenough — When  the  gentleman  makes  in- 
correct statements  about  me  I  desire  to  correct  biui. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — You  will  have  time  enough  when  I 
get  through.  Now,  sir,  when  the  engineer  came 
down  to  the  meeting  of  the  committee  he  said  this 
would  cost  fifty  millions  for  water  from  Lake  Win- 
nipiseogee. I  asked  him  if  he  had  looked  into  the 
matter,  and  he  said,  "Oh,  no,  it  is  merely  an  idea  I 
am  giving  you."  He  said  fifty  millions  would  cover 
it,  but  he  wouldn't  like  to  have  me  use  hi- nan- e  as 
authority.  Now,  if  this  question  is  settled,  I  am 
ready  to  bring  in  an  order  to  discharge  the  Commit- 
tee on  Water  and  make  it  a  committee  of  one,  in- 
cluding the  gentleman  from  Ward  9.  Mr.  President, 
I  hope  the  gentlemen  will  remain  in  their  seats.  I 
am  willing  to  have  the  Committee  on  Water  dis- 
charged, so  as  to  have  the  Committee  on  Water  con- 
sist of  one  member,  to  do  all  the  business  with  the 
Water  Board.  It  is  not  right  for  a  member  of  the 
committee  to  differ  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9. 
Previous  to  going;to  that  committee  I  consulted  one 
mtmber  of  the  Boston  Water  Board,  and  he  said  it 
was  a  good  idea  that  this  move  had  been  made  and  it 
ought  to  have  been  doue  some  years  ago.  He  said 
the  time  will  come  when  Boston  has  got  together 
water  supply  further  than  where  we  are  getting  it 
now.  I  claim  that  we  have  sufficient  supply  now, 
but  the  time  will  come  when  we  will  have  to  get  our 
supply  from  some  other  source.  Now,  when  the 
committee  met,  the  gentleman  said  he  had  documents 
in  his  pocket  and  had  s»en  some  of  the  niillowners 
who  owned  millrights  there.  Mr.  President,  you 
don't  get  a  report.  Whv  don't  the  gentlemeu  get  up 
and  tell  you  why  it  is  inexpedient.  They  haven  t 
looked  into  it  properly  and  made  any  rep  art  on  it. 
It  is  very  easy  for  a  committee  to  have  a  meeting  and 
look  into  a  matter  very  quietly  as  they  did.  When  the 
committee  was  called,  the  Water  Board  wasn't  noti- 
fied that  we  were  going  to  have  a  meeting,  but  as  luck 
would  have  it,the  members  of  theWater  Board  were 
in  the  building.  The  order  read  that  the  committee 
should  consult  with  the  Water  Board.  As  they  were 
in  the  building,  they  came  down  stairs.  The  engi- 
neer made  that  statement.  Now,  sir,  I  am  tcld  that 
tbe  ex-City  Engineer,  Mr.  Davi-,  has  made  a  thor- 
ough investigation,  and  I  asked  a  gentleman  to  get 
me  the  papers,  and  that  is  the  reason  I  asked  to  lay 
it  over.  Why  m  t  give  us  an  opportunity  to  look 
into  it.  I  might  receive  an  answer  next  week,  pre- 
vious to  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Bigelow,  of  YYara  25,  rose  to  a  point  of  order 
that,  a  quorum  was  not  present. 

The  President— The  Chair  thinks  there  is  a  quorum 
present. 

Mr.  Devlin— I  don't  like  to  differ  with  the  Chair, 
but  I  don't  think  there  is  a  quorum  present.  I  move 
the  Council  adjourn. 

The  President— Mr.  Rosnosky,  of  Ward  10,  has  the 
floor. 

Mr.  Rosnosky— I  claiui  thai  I  don't  want  to  the  out 
all  those  gentlemen,  and 

Mr.  Smith— Would  the  gentleman  give  way  for  a 
moment,  in  order  that  I  may  ask  for  a  suspension  of 
the  rule? 

Mr.  Rosnosky — No.  no. 

Mr.  Devlin—  \Vould  the  gentleman  give  way  to  see 
if  there  is  a  quorum  present? 

Mr.  Rosnosky— I  will  yield  for  that  purpose. 

The  President— If  the  gentleman  yields  the  floor, 
he  >  ields  it;  he  cannot  yield  it  for  any  particular  pur- 
pose.   Does  the  gentleman  yield  the  floor? 

.Mr.  Rosnosky— No,  sir.  if  the  gentleman  is  satis- 
fied to  let  it  go  over  until  next  meeting,  I  don't  want 
an  excursion,  but  simply  to  wait  and  get  the  renort, 
from  Mr.  Davis.  That  is  all  I  wart  to  have  an' op- 
portunity to  do.  On  that  ground  I  ask  the  gentlie- 
man  fro.n  Ward  9  to  let  it  lay  over  to  the  next  meet- 
ing. 

Mr.  Greenough— Does  the  gentleman  ask  me  "a 
question? 

Mr.  Rosnosky— Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Greenough— Does  be  yield  the  floor  while  I 
answei? 

Mr.  Rosnosky — Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  presume  that  we  should  have  to 
stay  here  much  longer  if  the  gentleman  continued  to 
talk.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  10  has  seen  fit  to 
make  some  personal  remarks  in  a  matter  beyond 
the  limits  of  debate.  I  shall  treat  them  with 
the     silent    contempt    which    I     think     they     de- 
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serve.  He  talks  about  an  investigation  by  Mr. 
Davis.  Mr.  Davis  investigated  the  Merriniae  river, 
and  the  gent  einan  is  talking  nonsense  when  he  talks 
about  waiting  for  a  report  of  an  investigation  of 
Lake  Winnipiseogee. 

Mr.  Rosuosky — I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman  a 
question 

The  President— The  gentleman  is  not  obliged  to 
yield  the  floor.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9  has  the 
floor. 

Mr.  Gieenough— It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  it  is 
any  use  to  have  .  this  matter  go  over  until  the  first 
meeting  in  October.  I  don't  believe  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  13  desires  to  go  to  Lake  Winnipiseogee 
any  more  than  other  people  do.  The  gentleman  has 
reported  private  conversations  in  a  committee,  and 
stated  matters  about  which  he  knows  nothing.  If 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  would  attend  to  his 
business  he  would  learn  something.  He  has  no  busi- 
ness to  speak  in  the  manner  he  has. 

Mr.  Bigelow,  of  Ward  25,  moved  the  previous 
question. 

The  main  question  was  declared  ordered.  Mr. 
ROfnosky  doubted  the  vote,  and  the  Council  was 
divided,  23  for,  1  against.  A  quorum  no;  having 
voted  the  President  ordered  a  call  of  the  roll  upon 
the  question  of  ordering  the  main  question. 

When  Mr.  Rosnosky,  of  Ward  Sixteen,  voted,  Mr. 


Pope,  of  Ward  Nine,  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  gentleman  was  out  of  his  seat. 

When  the  roll  was  huished  Mr.  Pratt,  of  Ward 
Tweuty-One,  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
gentlemen  from  Ward  Twelve,  Mr.  Whitmore,  was 
in  his  seat  and  did  not  vote.  The  President  reminded 
Mr.  Whitmore  that  the  rule  required  all  members  to 
vote.  The  Clerk  again  called  Mr.  Whitm ore's  name, 
but  he  did  not  vote. 

Following  was  the  result  of  the  roll-call: 

Yeas— Beal,  Bigelow,  Brimbecom,  Child,  H.  Clapp, 
Costello,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Farwell,  Fisk,  Freeman, 
Gove,  Greenongh,  Hart,  Lovell,  Means,  P.  Morrison, 
Pope,  Pratt,  Smith,  Swan,  Teevan,  Viles.  Wharton, 
Wheeler,  Williams— 26. 

Nays — Cronin,  Rosnosky — 2. 

Absent  or  not  voting—Barry,  Bartlett,  Bowker, 
Boyle,  Brown,  H.  B  Clapp,  Conlin,  Connell,  Cot- 
ton, Daly,  Dana,  Uenuey,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty, 
J.  Doherty,  Emerv,  Fitzpatrick,  Ford,  Folaii, 
Harding,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Huntress,  Lauten,  Ma 
gmre,  Mathews,  McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P. 
J.  McLaughlin,  Mc.Namara,  N.  M.  Morrhon,  Mul- 
lett,  Murphy,  Parkman,  Powers,  Pray,  Quigley, 
Rogers.  Wakefield,  Walsh,  Welch,  Whitmore— 42. 

A  quorum  not  having  voted  the  President  declaimed 
the  Council  adjourned. 
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Regular  meeting  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  4 
o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman  O'Brien,  Chairman,  presi- 
ding. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Constable— Hemy  P.  Keunedy,  for  service  in  the 
Brighton  Municipal  Court.    Confirmed. 

Undertaker— Nicholas   fa.   Williams.    Confirmed. 

Measurer  of  "Wood  and  Bark— Levi  P.  Dudley. 
Contiruied. 

Puhlic  Weighers— Augustus  W.  Burrill,  Richard 
T.  Dixey.    Continued. 

Measurer  of  Leather— Geo.  H.  Keith.  Con- 
firmed 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

fit  Joint  i  omimttet  on  Printing— 1.  C.  Brophy 
et  als.,  that  the  names  of  .jurors  d.awn  be  published. 

To  tin  t'ommittee  on  Police  ou  the  part  of  the  Board 
— Cornelius  Lyons  to  be  paid  for  damage  to  his  fowls 
by  dogs. 

To  tlte  Committee  on  Seivers— John  E.  Niekelson  et 
al.  for  a  sewer  in  Bremen  street,  from  No.  536  to  544. 

Warren  T>.  Vioal  et  al.,  for  a  sewer  in  Redesdale 
street,  Brighton  avenue  and  Chester  street,  Ward  25. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Co.,  for  a  sewer  m  Park 
street.  Word  24,  to  drain  their  premises. 

To  ti>  on  Health  on   tin:  jjart  of  the 

Board—  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  by  Ed- 
win Morey,  330  Beacon  street,  Ward  31;  Thomas  E. 
Turnbull,  Rock  View  street,  near  Enfield  street, 
Ward  23:  John  Stebbins  &  Co.,  corner  of  Granite 
and  Baldwin  streets,  Ward  13;  Michael  Mitchell, 
Gilbert  street,  c  rner  Hoffotau  street,  Ward  23; 
Jonathan  Keuiston,  Border  street,  near  2D7,  Waru  1 ; 
Owen  Nawn,  on  \\  vinan  place  extension,  Ward  23; 
H.  J.  Houghton  &  Co.,  118  Halleck  street,  Ward  22. 

To  tin:  Committee  on  Lamps — G.  P.  Brown  et  al., 
for  a  lamp  on  Allston  Heights,  Brighton. 

E.  C.  Spat  hawk  et  al.,  for  a  ga?  lamp  on  Sparhawk 
avenue 

Moritz  Rosenheine  for  a  lamp  at  7  Rutland   street. 

J.  J.  McSbeehey  et  al.  for  a  gas  lamp  at  4  Globe 
alley. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges— Fitchburg  R.  R.  Co., 
for  leave  to  build  two  driveways  from  Warren  bridge 
to  their  premises. 

To  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  the 
Board— y] in  ton  W.  Lyman,  for  the  removal  of  a  tree 
in  front  of  1U7  K  srreet. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Institutions — 
Oscar  B.  Mowry,  att'y,  offer  for  the  purchase  ot  cer- 
tain lands  in  Wmtbrbp,  Mass.,  now  held  as  a  site  for 
a  lunatic  hospital. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Idings  on  the  part  of  tlue  Board — Wm.  Harris,  to 
project  an  electric  light  in  front  of  the  Howard 
Athciiaum,  on  Howard  street. 

Hiram  E.  Felch,  to  project  an  electric  light  from 
corner  of  Howard  aud  Somerset  streets. 

To  tlo on    Steam   A'ugines— Frank  H. 

Attwood  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  locate  an  additional 
steam-boiler  at  44-46  Purchase  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims — Sam.  L.George, 
to  be  compensated  for  injuries  to  his  horse  while  aid- 
ing the  Fire  Department,  March  fj,  1881. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
r/s—  Michael  Kelley,  to  erect  a  wooden  addi- 
tion to  building  on  Monument  street,  near  Bunker 
Hill  street,  Ward  3. 

A.  &  J.  McLaren,  to  enlarge  wooden  building  ou 
rear  of  320-330  Border  street,  Ward  1. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving — N.  Y.  &  N.  E.  R.  R. 
Co.,  to  partially  close  Columbia  street,  Dorchester, 
during  the  reconstruction  of  the  bridge  over  said 
street. 

Sauil.  H.  Brown,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at  11 
North  avenue,  Dorchester. 

C.  A.  Heineuway  et  al.,  that  the  extension  of  Lime 
street  to  Brimmer  street  be  placed  in  order  for  puhlic 
travel. 

Wm.  Blanchard  eta!.,  for  sidewalks  on  Lambert 
avenue,  south  of  Dorr  streets,  and  for  crosswalks  ou 
Dorr  and  Norfolk  streets. 

Theodore  F.  Rollins  et  ale.,  thatJMaverick  street  be 
macadamized  between  Havre  street  and  Maverick 
square. 


W.  R.  Cavanagh,  to  move  a  wooden  building  from 
Parker  street,  Ward  22,  to  Gilbert  street,  Ward  23. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  it  front  of  estates 
of  G.  F.  Burkharct,  62  Station  street;  James 
Reed,  65  and  67  Cottage  street;  A.  N .  Clark,  on  Har- 
wick;  John  S.  Lamprey,  on  Harwick  street;  John  F. 
Mead,  on  Harwick  street. 

Petitions  for  edgrstonts  and  brick  sidewalks  in 
front  of  estates  of  Locke  &  Nolan  on  Sixth  and  I 
streets;  C.  H.  "laggard,  on  corner  Putnaiu  aud  White 
streets;  Thomas  S.  Wales,  on  Linden  street,  Ward 
25;  .  Chas.  E.  Dearborn,  on  Linden  street;  David  W. 
Williatns,445  Warren  street,  and  2  ami  8  Quincv  street: 

G.  Wheatland,  Jr.,  379  to389  Marlborough  street; 
S.  T.  Ames,  on  Beacon  and  Marlborough  streets:  N. 
G.  Eliot,  on  Fairlaud  street;  Thos.  J.Elliott,  trustee, 
7  ami  9  Brighton  street,  Charlestown. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  of  John 
Conness  on  River  street;  W.  W.  Stickney,  on  Glen- 
dale  Street;  Second  Parish,  Melville  avenue,  Dor- 
chester; James  M.  Hubbard,  on  Marlborough  street; 
E.  C.  Sparhawk,  on  Sparhawk  street;  Helen  A. 
Scaife,  380  Marlborough  street. 

THE  CHARLESTOWN  BRIDGE. 
The  following  was  received  and  referred   to  the 
Joint    Special    Committee    on    the  New  Bridge    to 
Charlestown: 

In  the  Matter  of  Roadway  Communication  with  the 

Chartestoivn  District. 
To  the  Honorable   the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 

Boston. 

The  undersigned,  born  at  Charlestown.  a  watch- 
er of  its  needs,  and  an  inhabitant  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  knowing  of  the  urgent  necessity  for  other 
and  more  ample  accommodation  tor  the  present  and 
constantly  increasing  amount  of  foot,  horse  aud 
steam  travel  through  and  from  that  section  of  our 
city,  begs  leave  to  represent  that  he  has,  as 
he  firmly  believes,  duly  considered  the  many 
published  schemes  for  the  relief  of  the  present  and 

E rowing  embarrassments  to  travel  and  trade,  and  is 
icking  to  find  a  correction  of  the  evils  of  all  or  of 
any  of  them;  therefore,  he  begs  the  citizen's  privilege 
of  presenting  to  your  honorable  body  hisidens  of  a 
plan  ot  correction,  which  consists  in  a  tunnel,  or 
underground  excavation,  to  contain  a  double  drive 
or  carriage  way,  and  a  separate  ami  distinct  foot  pas- 
sage way,  under  the  bed  of  Charles  river,  in  con- 
nection of  its  two  shores. asa  positive  and  permanent 
relief  to  travel  out  of  its  dilemma  in  that  section  of 
the  city,  in  place  of  bridges  as  now  (here,  or  as  pro- 
posed to  be  constructed. 

And,  in  contradistinction  to  the  "Report  of 
the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  new  Charles- 
town Bridge,"  in  Common  Council,  July  21. 
1881,  (document  104),  we  are  constrained,  in  all 
humility,  to  represent  and. to  urge,  That  "the plan" 
of  the  bridge  as  there  represented  is  not  "perfectly 
feasible"  to  satisfy  the  duty  sought  for;  and  is  not 
"a  practical  solution  of  the  difficulty."  No,  it  cer- 
tainly "does  [not]  meet  all  requirements;"  iu  fact 
but  a  small  moiety,  none  of  them  one  year  at  least, 
as  it  will  take  that  long,  or  more  time,  to  complete 
this  double-deck  undertaking;  will  not  "satisfy  the 
public  demand"  to  a  sufficient  extent  commensurate 
with  the  outlay;  and  will  be  tar  from  "the  most 
economical  in  the  end,"  as  it  cannot  be  other  than  a 
constant  source  of  moneyed  outlay  in  superinten- 
dence, care  and  expense  of  draws,  constantly  occur- 
ring repairs,  and  for  amounts  everlastingly  accru- 
jig  tor  their  rebuilding. 

We  propose  to  bring  our  plan  of  communication 
ivith  the  Charlestown  District  before  your  honorable 
body,  and  for  the  better,  the  more  ready  comprehen- 
sion of  our  idea  of  the  subject,  to  serve  it  before  you 
seriatim: 

Ann  1st — The  accommodation  to  travel,  the  para- 
mount object  of  this  movement,  the  vexed  subject  so 
long  considered,  and  for  which  is  all  this  present 
agitation,  and  which  would  result  as  a  finality  from 
the  construction  of  a  tunnel  after  the  manner  as 
herein  proposed,  furnishing  a  continuous,  uninter- 
rupted highway,  like  any  other  road  or  street,  with 
the  double  advantage  of  being  under  cover,  people, 
vehicle,  animal,  superstructure,  all  alike  protected; 
and  possessing  also  incidental  accommodations  which 
heretofore  have  not  been  brought  into  consideration, 
and  which  are  of  no  inconsiderable  note  in  this  con- 
nection, is  the  direct  and  ready  transmission  it  will 
afford  to  water  and  gas  pipes,  telegraph  and  tele- 
phone wires,  and  numerous  of  such  that,  as  yet,  we 
may  not  mention. 

2d.  As  to  the  cost.  Though  its  benefits  will  be  im- 
measurably superior  and  for  all  time,  aud  as  imme- 
diate in  its  application  to  use,  its  prime  cost  will  not 
exceed  the  prime  expenditure  of  the  proposed  par 
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tiaUy-aecomodttting  double  deck  bridge,  which  the 
committee's  own  figures  will  mulct  in  fan  expense  of 
a  million  and  a  halt  of  dollars,  and  which  tne  broad- 
est estimate  on  the  tunnel  will  not  exceed. 

3d.  In  its  permanency  as  a  structuve,  exceptng  its 
road  and  footways,  like  any  other  street  or  sidewalk  re- 
quiring to  be  renewed,  this  tunnel  being  built  of  brick 
and  cement,  wdl  contend  in  its  maintaining  power 
with  the  everlasting  hills,  and  Derish  co  existent. 

4th.  One  of  the  greatest  and  the  most  vexed  of 
questions  relative  to  the  accommodation  of  this 
source  of  travel  is  supplied  to  us  in  the  language  of 
the  committee:  "Another  serious  impediment  to 
travel,  and  one  that  promises  to  become  much  greater 
in  the  near  future  are  the  railroad  crossings  at  both 

ends  of  the  bridges When  the   works  of  the 

Hoosac  Tunnel  and  Elevator  Company  are  com- 
pleted, the  number  of  trains  crossing  their  [the 
bridges']  avenues  will  be  greatly  increased,  and  relief 
at  any  cost  will  then  become  an  imperative  necessity." 
Now,  we  propose  this  tunnel  as  au  entire  relief  in  all 
this  dilemma,  as  we  are  under  and  entirely  beneath 
al!  their  railway  tracks;  and,  as  well,  cannat  mate- 
rially interfere  with  auy  of  the  city's  streets. 
Whereas  the  doubl?  -decked  bridge  starts  from  near 
the  centre  of  Cbarlestown  square,  and,  as  easily  to 
be  seen,  its  elevated,  unsightly  appearance  can  from 
its  usefulness  alone  recomuieDd  itself.  And,  per 
contra,  we  start  our  tunnel  f  "om  an  ornamental  de- 
pot, interfering  with  no  square  nor  street,  and,  tak- 
ing an  eutire  underground  course,  terminates  at  a 
like  non-interference  on  the  city-proper  side. 

5th.  Another  and  a  material  probe  for  the  people's 
puise  is  what,  in  all  such  projects  is  certain  to 
show  an  extra  hydra-head,  in  the  awkward 
form  of  land  damages,  and  this  project  of  a 
bridge  will  be,  in  this  respect,  most  assuredly 
prolific.  Whereas  with  a  small  amount  of  terrene 
surface  for  our  termini,  and  with  the  foundation 
piles  driven,  the  little  property  in  use  for  the  time 
being  will  be  released,  and  returned  to  tne  willing 
owner  with  better  foundations  for  his  building  pur- 
poses. 

6th.  That  glaring  incubus  to  the  prosperity  of  busi- 
ness above  the  bridges  is  the  already  present  unne- 
cessarily bridge-encumbered  stream.  We  are  re- 
minded by  a  gentleman  prominent  in  the  New 
Cbarlestown  Bridge  Committee,  that  the  public 
travel  is  to  he  accommodated  in  preference  to  pro- 
perty holders.  True,  I  acknowledge  it  as  an  oft  re- 
peated sayiog;  but  who,  we  would  ask,  furnishes  the 
sinews  of  the  undertaking  but  those  who  pay 
the  taxes?  Most  assuredly  the  railroad  com- 
panies, wharf  ownprs  and  the  abutting  real  estate 
owners  on  both  sides  of  the  stream  should  be  con- 
sidered when  there  is  a  practicable  plan  so  near  at 
hand  for  their  alleviation,  as  in  tl  e  construction  of  a 
tunuel,  and  in  the  sweeping  of  the  bridges  from  their 
fast-decaying  piles,  and  not  adding  to  their  teeming 
calamity  by  burdening  the  willing  stream  without 
laymg  piers  that  by  deflecting  the  channels  and  by 
varying  the  contour  of  its  lines  endanger  the  value 
of  bur  beautiful  harbor  or  encumbering  the  mid- 
air with  its  suD-obstructing,  double-decked  de- 
formity. But  one  need  only  to  glance  at  and 
compare  the  unsightly  appearance  of  the  unoc- 
cupied, dormant  property  above  the  bridges,  and 
the  unmistakable  prosperity  of  that  below  them, 
to  be  convinced  of  what  should  be  done  and 
now  at  hand,  for  the  permanent  relief  of  the 
adjacent  property  holders, 

7th.  Thus  far  little  or  nothing  has  been  said  by  us 
of  the  accommodation  that  would  ensae  to  the  nu- 
merous and  accumulating  water  travel.  In  this  di- 
rection we  have  left  it  as  though  it  were  a  matter  of 
slight  consequence,  a  highway  to  be  blocked  with  no 
expectetiou  of  clearage,  an  out-g.)  accruing  solely  to 
maintain  an  expense  to  the  bridges'  benelit,  as  a 
gratuity  in  allowing  such  water  travel  through  their 
costly,  'lumbering  constructions.  We  have  said  noth- 
ing of  the  immense  expense  to  the  shipping  interest 
in  money  aud  labor,  in  unnecessary  wear  and  tear 
from  extra  detention  and  work  in  as  great  and  law- 
ful a  calling  as  that  of  the  merchant,  the  trader, 
the  artisan  or  the  farmer,  those  chiefly  constitut- 
ing the  land  travel;  and,  in  fact,  of  a  business 
of  the  employ  of  all  these,  as  also  of  water  trans- 
mission, its  own  legitimate  vocation.  When  we  con- 
sider, that,  by  the  committee's  report,  in  the  one 
year  of  1880  the  draws  were  opened  over  nine  thou- 
sand times,  and,  in  continuation,  saying  "this,  of 
course,  wdl  increase  with  the  growth  of  business  and 
de7elopmeut  of  business  facilities  along  the  river 
front  above  the  bridges,"  it  seetnsto  us,  as  developed 
as  possible,  there  should  be  for  the  merchant-marine 
a  freed  and  open  highway,  and  the  one  that  our  plan 
engenders. 
We  have  endeavored  to  give  your  Honorable  Coun- 


cil as  succinct  an  account  of  our  scheme  as  we  are 
able,  considering  the  extent  and  urgency  of  the  sub- 
ject. And  we  stale  that  the  two  thousand  and  five 
hundred  feet  of  di-tauce  across  Charles  River  in  the 
assumed  occupancy  by  our. tunnel  is  of  estimation, 
and  the  lareest  figures  used  by  us.  And,  in  fact,  of 
all  our  calculation-*  we  have  invariably  adhered  to 
the  broadest,  most  liberal  estimate,  not  wishing  to  be 
deceived,  nor  knowingly  to  be  an  instrument  of  de- 
ception to  others.  With  this  in  view  we  offer  the 
following  approximation  to  an  estimate  of  the  prime 
cost  of  such  a  tunnel  as  wc  propose,  as  a  basis,  avail- 
ing of  accurate  data  obtained  during  the  extensive 
surveys  made  prior  to,  and  in  furtherance  of,  the  in- 
troduction of  the  Cochituate  water  into  the  city: 

Excavation,  g60  per  lineal  foot gISO.000 

Bricks  tor  naileries  and  lootwavs, 40,570  M, at 

J?8perJM .' 324,560 

Cement  for  gallery  arehings  and  partitions, 
26,070  M  bricks,  2V2  casks  to  a  11,  at  g3  per 

cask 195,525 

Laying  and  tenoing,  atglOperM 405,700 

The  two  terminal  depots:  lanu damages;  piling 
for  foundations;  granite  blocks,  grave*  and 
sand  for  road  and  footway  and  labor ;  steam 
engines,  pumps,  pipes  and  their  service;  fix- 
tures for  lighting;  and  the  various  inciden- 
tals       300,000 

Total  amount gl,375 .785 

And,  by  no  means,  to  exceed  for  construction  a 
million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  and  for  a  magnificent 
work,  a  noble  and  enduring  monument,  the  re- 
sultant of  a  great  public  exigence. 

This  we  think  worthy  of  ample  consideration;  and, 
in  all  due  reverence,  subject  our  plan  to  your  Honot- 
able  Council  that  the  expectant  public  may  not  be 
deprived,  longer  than  necessary,  of  an  absolute  need 
as  this  will  supply,  of  an  open,  free,  weather-protect- 
ing, and  for  all  time  an  unobstructing,  efficient  road- 
way to  and  from  the  Cbarlestown  District  and  the 
city  proper. 

Boston,  August  10, 1881. 
Most  respectfully  yours, 

T.  Larkin  Turner. 
No.  3  Ashburtou  place. 

HEARINGS 

were  had  as  follows: 

On  intention  to  construct  sewers  iu  Concord  street, 
Charlestown;  and  in  Gilbert,  Ross  and  Hoffman 
streets,  Ward  23.  No  objections.  Recommitted  to 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

On  petitions  for  erection  and  use  of  steam  engines 
and  boilers  by  William  E.  Elliott,  at  215  Fifth  street, 
and  of  New  England  Belt  Roofing  Company,  in  rear 
of  First  street,  near  Dorchester  street.  No  objec- 
tions.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

On  petition  of  John  S.  Meserve  and  other?  for  the 
removal  of  a  tree  from  the  roadway  of  Medford 
street,  Charlestown.  No  objections.  Recommitted 
to  Committee  on  Common  on  the  pirt  of  the  board. 
THE  RESTRICTION  OF  HORSE  RAILROAD  CARS  ON 
THE   CIRCUIT. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  board  considered 
the  orders  to  restrict  the  number  of  street  cars  in 
Washington  street  and  Tremont  street  between  Coru- 
hill  and  Boylston  street,  and  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
duct and  business  or  the  "Blue  Line,"  so  called,  run- 
ning between  the  northern  and  southern  depots. 

Alderman  Tiles  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien — The  Aldermen  must  be  well 
aware  of  the  fact  that  Washington  street  from  Corn- 
hill  to  Boylston  street  or  Temple  place,  and  Tremont 
street  from  Comhill  to  Boylston  street,  are  now  com- 
pletely blocked  with  cars.  I  do  not  believe  that  this 
board  ought  to  allow  a  single  additional  car  in  those 
crowded  thoroughfares.  My  object  in  offeriug  this 
order  was  to  save  the  time  of  the  board.  The  busi- 
ness this  year  has  been  delayed  by  horse  railroad 
hearings.  By  reference  to  our  programme  of  busi- 
ness to-day,  you  can  see  how  much  business  has  been 
neglected  by  such  hearings  at  this  Board.  The  Mid- 
dlesex Railroad  has  petitioned  for  additional  ears  on 
that  circle.  They  have  been  followed  by  the  petition 
oftheSiuth  Boston  Railroad  for  additional  cars 
on  the  circle.  These  petitions  will  be  followed  by 
others  from  the  Metiopolitanand  Highland,  and  per- 
haps by  the  Cambo-idge  road,  for  additional  cars  on 
that  circle.  I  am  ready  to  give  the  horse  railroads 
all  the  privileges  that  can  consistently  be  given  to 
them,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  if  they  want  to  land 
their  passengers  in  the  City  of  Boston  they  must  get 
some  other  way  besides  blocking  up  those  already 
crowded  thoroughfares.  I  sometimes  have  to  wait 
rive,  ten  aud  fifteen  minutes  at  the  corner  of  Temple 
place  for  a  ear  for  the  section  of  the  city  in  which  I 
live,  but  if  the  Metropolitan  road  asked  for  addi- 
tional cars  on  that  circle,   I  should  vote  agaiust   it 
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notwithstanding  it  would  be  a  great  convenience  to 
me  for  th-nn  to  run  their  curs  oftener  than  thf-y  now 
do.  It  was  merely  to  save  the  time  of  the  board  that 
I  offered  the  order.  I  believe  it  speaks  the  sentiments 
of  almost  every  member  of  the  board.  In  relation  to 
the  Blue  Liue  of  cars,  fiat  order  was  offered  at  the  re- 
quest of  many  prominent  citizens  of  South  Boston. 
They  feel  that  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Company 
is  neglecting  their  interest  and  trying  to  catch  pas- 
sengers around  this  circle,  instead  of  running  the 
cars  to  South  Boston.  .My  object  in  offering  that 
order  was  to  force  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  run  this  Blue  Line  of  cars  to  South  Boston, 
and  have  their  startiug  point  at  South  Boston,  and 
Dot  keep  them  swinging  around  the  circle.  I  believe 
it  is  not  consistent  with  their  charter.  And  I  cer- 
tainly believe  it  is  in  violation  of  the  understanding 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  when  they  granted  that 
location.  They  never  gave  the  South  Boston  Rail- 
road Company  the  privilege  of  running  this  Blue 
Line  around  that  circle  only.  They  supposed  that 
those  cars  would  come  from  South  Boston  and  go  to 
the  northern  depots,  and  not  keep  continually  swing- 
ing around  the  circle,  (hi  the  other  hand  I  have  no 
sympathy  for  the  Middlesex  Railroad  in  blocking  up 
the  roadway  from  South  Boston  at  the  Old  Colony 
and  Albany  Railroad  depots,  and  detainuig  thousands 
of  peoole  from  their  places  of  business  and  homes, 
five,  ten  and  fifteen  minutes  at  a  time.'  The  South 
Boston  people  are  a  working  class,  clerks,  me- 
chanics, young  ladies  who  work  in  stores.  In 
most  of  the  place.,  where  they  are  employed 
they  have  their  stated  hours  when  they  must  be 
at  their  business,  aud  if  they  are  fifteen  minutes 
late  there  is  some  deduction  from  their  salary.  Now 
I  say  these  people  have  complained  to  me  again  and 
again,  that  they  have  been  detained  from  reaching 
their  homes  and  places  of  business  by  tois  warfaie 
between  the  Middlesex  and  south  noston  Railroads, 
and  bj  the  Middlesex  road  blocking  up  the  roadway 
aud  preventing  the  free  passage  of  the  South  Boston 
cars.  This  warfare  between  the  Middlesex  and  South 
Boston  horse  railroad  companies,  I  believe,  has  be- 
come a  public  nuisance,  aud  if  they  have  not  the 
good  sense  to  stop  i',  I  believe  this  Board  of  Alder- 
men ought  to  do  so.  The  citizens  of  Ciiarlestown 
very  justly  complain  that  evening  after  evening  tte 
steam  cars  from  the  West  block  up  the  aven  ues  leading 
to  that  district,  and  that  is  one  of  the  principal  rea- 
sons why  they  come  before  the  City  Government  and 
ask  for  a  new  bridge.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  people 
of  Ciiarlestown  how  they  would  like  to  have  their 
roadways  blocked  up  every  hour  in  the  day  oy  the 
Middlesex  horse  cars;  that  is,  if  they  were  in  the 
same  position  that  the  people  of  South  Boston  are. 
.However,  this  i*  merely  an  order  of  inquiry.  I 
would  also  add  the  following  amendments: 

Also,  if  the  bana  cars  or  advertising  cars,  with  four 
attached,  are  included  in  the  number  of  pas- 
senger cars  which  the  several  street  railway  compan- 
ies are  allowed  to  run  on  the  circuit  through  Corn- 
hill. 

Also,  if  the  Middlesex  Company  cause  any  unneces- 
sary detention  to  the  people  of  South  Boston  going 
to  their  homes  or  places  of  business,  by  blocking  up 
the  roadway  at  the  Old  Colony  oi  Western  Railroad 
depots. 

I  believe  these  amendments  will  cover  the  whole 
matter.  I  think  it  is  abo" t  time  that  something  was 
done  to  put  a  stop  to  the  horse-car  warfare  that  is 
going  on. 

Alderman  Hersey— 1  am  very  glad  to  see  the  inter- 
est the  Alderman  who  lias  just  taken  his  seat  feels 
for  the  citizens  of  South  Boston.  1  am  somewhat 
surprised  to  learn  that  they  are  dissatisfied  with  the 
present  accommodations  provided  by  the  South  Bos- 
ton Railroad  Company  for  reaching  the  northern 
depots.  If  the  streets  are  already  so  crowded  with 
to  me  that  the  people  of  Soutti  Bo-tou 
cannot  be  so  well  accommodated  as  with  six  ears  run- 
ning over  the  entire  routes  astheycau  withthatnum- 
ber  ruuning  over  the  shorter  route  between  the  de- 
pots. A  South  Boston  man  can  now  take  any  car 
in  that  part  of  the  city  and  reach  the  north- 
ern bepot-  by  being  transferred  to  a  Blue  Line  car.  If 
those  cars  were  run  over  the  whole  route  a  still 
larger  number  would  be  required  to  do  the  business 
now  done.  It  is  true  tlial  the  South  Boston  people 
are  a  working  peeple,  desiring  to  reach  their  homes 
and  places  ot  business  in  the  shortest  possible  time, 
to  me  that  by  this  arrangement  they  do  so, 
anil  I  Dave  not  heard  any  complaint  of  late  that  they 
are  not  fully  accommodated  by  the  present  system. 
I  liave  understood  that  the  different  railroad  com- 
panies are  satisfied  with  the  present  arrangement; 
that  it  was  the  result  of  the  deliberations  of  a  former 
Board  of  Aldermen  who  fully  considered  the  matter 
and  adopted  the  plan  under  which  the  roads  now 


operate  their  cars.  1  nave  no  objections  to  this  go- 
ing to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  but  so  far  as  the 
people  of  South  Boston  are  concerned  I  have  not 
heard  any  complaint  for  a  year  or  more  in  regard  to 
the  running  of  the  cars. 

Alderman  O'Brien— 1  would  say  again  that  that 
order  was  offered  because  numerous  people— men 
well  known  in  the  city,  who  live  at  South  Boston- 
asked  me  to  do  it.  They  feel  that  it  is  unjust  to 
them,  and  unjust  to  the  people  of  South  Boston  gen- 
erally, to  nave  those  cais  merely  swing  round  the 
circle  without  going  to  South  Boston.  I  think  it 
would  be  well,  too,  when  the  committee  inquire  into 
this  business — I  had  a  good  mind  to  put  it  in  the  or- 
der, but  I  thought  it  would  be  better  for  them  to 
make  the  inquiry — to  <-ee  if  it  is  not  a  violation  of 
their  charter.  It  is  uiy  firm  belief  that  it  is  a  viola- 
tion ot  their  chatter,  and  they  hive  no  light  to  run 
these  cars  as  they  do.  I  know  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Paving  will  say  that  be  never  under- 
stood, when  that  company  was  granted  the  privilege 
of  running  to  the  northern  depots,  they  weie  to 
swing  round  the  circle.  No  member  of  this  Board  of 
Aldermen  at  that  time  understood  it  in  that  way.  But 
this  is  merely  an  order  of  inquiry,  and  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving  can  report  all  the  facts.  I  do  not  wish 
to  interfere  with  the  privileges  of  the  Middlesex*  or 
South  Boston  roads,  but  I  do  desire  to  prevent  the 
nuisance  arising  from  the  competition  between  them. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  would  ask  the  Alderman  if 
he  considers  that  six  cars  an  hour  are  too  many  to 
run  to  the  northern  depots  for  a  population  of  sixty 
thousand  people,  when  Ciiarlestown,  with  thirty 
thousand  people,  has  the  same  number.  If  the 
cars  are  to  be  run  over  the  entire  route,  there  must 
be  a  larger  number.  This  will  obstruct  the  streets 
more  than  they  do  now,  and  one  great  point  in  the  gen- 
tleman's argument  is  that  the  streets  are  sufficiently 
obstructed  now.  I  do  not  see  how  this  conflicts  with 
their  charter.  It  seems  to  ine  a  road  has  the  right  to 
run  a  portion  ot  its  ears  over  a  part  of  its  route,  as 
well  as  over  the  whole  of  it,  and  I  do  not  see  why 
this  board  should  desire  to  restrict  them.  The  citi- 
zens of  South  Boston  do  not  complain  and  the  road 
does  not.  However,  I  do  not  see  any  objection  to  the 
reference  of  this  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  am  rather  surprised  to 
hear  that  the  citizens  of  South  Boston  should  com- 
plain of  the  manner  in  which  those  cars  run  ovtr 
that  route,  as  it  does  not  conceru  them.  My  experi- 
ence is  that  the  citizens  of  South  B.ston  do  not  travel 
in  them.  For  two  months  past  I  have  come  in  on 
the  Eastern  Railroad  every  morning;  I  nearly  always 
use  the  Blue  Line  cars,  and  they  are  nearly  always 
full.  When  they  gef  to  Brattle  street,  there  is  an 
empty  ear  standing  there;  the  conductor  shouts  out 
"change  cars  for  South  Boston."  In  two  months  t 
have  seen  but  one  man  leave  the  cars  there,  and  he 
was  blind,  and  belonged  at  the  Asylum  in  South  Bos- 
ton. The  cars  are  tilled  with  passengers,  nicked  up 
at  the  depots  and  on  the  route,  a  business  which  fairly 
belongs  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad.  These  cars  run 
over  the  Metropolitan  tracks,  and  I  look  upon  it  as  a 
pure  swindle  upon  that  company's  receipts.  Why 
they  have  not  complained  about  it,  I  do  not  under- 
stand. I  think  the  position  of  allowing  the  South 
Boston  cars  to  ruu  between  the  depots  as  they  do 
without  going  to  South  Boston,  is"  a  false  one.  I 
agree  with  the  remarks  of  the  Alderman  in  regard 
to  tne  Middlesex  road.  It  is  a  cause  of  frequent  de- 
lay at  the  southern  depots,  and  a  common  thing  for 
them  to  obstruct  travel  at  the  Old  Colony  Station.  It 
appears  to  be  an  open  question  about  how  many  pas- 
sengers from  the  Ciiarlestown  District  really  goto 
the  Old  Colony  Depot.  It  seems  to  me  the  companies 
from  the  outlying  districts  are  running  too  manv 
cars  through  our  streets.  The  purpose  of  doing 
so  is  to  obtain  the  local  business,  just  as 
we  learn  at  the  hearing  recently  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Charles-river  Street  Railway,  where  it 
was  brought  out  that  their  object  was  to  obtain  a 
location  within  the  city,  so  that  they  might  make 
sufficient  profit  on  the  local  business  to  pay  for  then- 
losses  in  the  outlying  districts.  I  think  the  business 
in  the  city  proper  tielongs  to  the  companies  which 
have  laid  their  tracks  here,  and  they  should  be  allow- 
ed the  opportunity  to  make  a  profit  on  their  invest- 
ment.   1  hope  this  inquiry  will  go  on,  and  be  close. 

Alderman  Hersey— 1  am  certain. y  astonished  at 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down. 
Twenty  years  ago  when  the  population  of  South  Bos- 
ton was  not  so  much  as  it  is  now,  it  was  necessary  to 
run  a  line  of  omnibuses  to  the  northern  depots.  He 
says  that  only  one  passenger  was  transferred  at  Brat- 
tle street.  I  think  they  ear.  transfer  at  Harri- 
son avenue,  and  can  take  a  South  Boston  car 
at   some   other    point    besides  Bratlle   streets — any- 
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where  on  the  route  where  the  South  Boston  cars 
are  intercepted.  Certainly  it  would  be  some- 
what astonishing  if,  with  a  population  of  sixty  thou- 
sand, they  could  not  sustain  a  Hue  of  cars  to  the 
depots. 

Alderiuau  Breck — I  have  just  received  a  communi- 
cation from  the  President  of  the  South  Boston  Rail- 
road Company  in  relation  to  the  Blue  Line  of  cais, 
which  has  caused  so  much  debate  to-day.  I  think  it 
will  give  us  some  light  on  the  subject,  and  I  will  re- 
quest the  Chairman  to  read  it. 
"  Alderman  Slade— I  believed  each  Alderman  has 
received  a  copy  of  the  document,  and  I  think  it  will 
not  be  necessary  to  read  it. 

The  Chair — Each  Alderman  has  a  copy  of  the 
paper. 

Alderman  O'Brien — Of  course  the  President  of  the 
South  Boston  road  did  not  send  me  any  communica- 
tion of  that  kind,  because  be  has  stated  several  times 
within  a  week  that  he  bad  every  Alderman  at  this 
board  pledged,  except  me,  and  that  he  would  put  m0 
down.  I  do  not  believe  that  statement  is  correct.  I 
presume  that  is  the  reason  he  did  not  send  me  one. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  can  hardly  believe  that  the 
President  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad  made  any 
such  remark,  and  I  don't  tbink  the  Alderman  be- 
lieves it. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  have  been  told  that  he  said 
so,  but  I  don't  believe  the  statement  is  true. 

Aldermen  Breck— I  hardly  believe  the  Alderman 
believes  the  statement.  I  have  never  had  any  com- 
munication from  the  President  of  the  South  Boston 
road  on  this  question,  except  this  one.  I  think  it  will 
give  us  a  great  deal  of  information. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Whitten  the  whole  sub- 
ject was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

The  communication  from  the  South  Boston  Rail- 
road Company  referred  to  by  Alderman  Breck  is  as 
follows : 

South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  1 
Office,  715  Broadway.  J 

The  Blue  Line  was  created  to  prevent  depot  pas- 
sengers from  entering  full  South  Boston  cars  on 
their  arrival  at  the  depots,  and  thereby  avoiding  de- 
lay to  South  Boston  people  at  that  point;  the  annoy- 
ance of  depot  passengers  crowding  South  ■  Boston 
people,  and  knocking  against  them  with  bundles,  va- 
lises, and  other  packages,  was  the  cause  of  many  com- 
plaints. 

Also,  to  furnish  direct  communication  between 
northern  and  southern  depots,  which  up  to  this  time 
had  never  been  afforded  to  the  public  by  any  street 
railway  company,  thereby  removing  the  annoyances 
which  the  South  Boston  people  had  so  long  com- 
plained about. 

In  the  present  method  of  running  the  Blue  Line, 
the  South  Boston  people,  desiring  to  reach  the  north- 
ern depots,  can  take  any  car  in  South  Boston,  and  by 
changing  cars  at  the  corner  of  Harrison  avenue  and 
Beach  street,  are  enabled  to  reach  the  northern  depots 
every  ten  minutes,  affording  nearly  four  times  the 
communication  between  those  points  than  if  the  de- 
pot cars  run  from  Soutn  Boston,  this  method  using 
only  six  cars  per  hour,  while  any  other  manuer  of 
running  them  would  use  twelve  or  more  cars  per 
hour,  thereby  putting  unnecessary  additional  cars  in 
the  now  crowded  streets. 

The  South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  with  a  pop- 
ulation of  60,000  people  to  draw  from  for  business, 
are  allowed  only  six  cars  per  hour  to  the  northern 
depots,  while  the  Middlesex  Company  are  allowed 
six  cars  per  hour  to  the  southern  depots,  with  only 
a  population  of  about  30,000  to  get  its  business  from. 
It  is  only  reasonable  to  suppose  that  South  Boston, 
with  double  its  inhabitants,  would  require  equal  fa- 
cilities for  its  people  to  the  northern  depots  that  the 
Charlestown  people  now  obtain  to  the  souttern 
depots. 

If  the  depot  cars  were  run  Iroiu  South  Boston,  our 
patrons  would  be  compelled  to  take  those  cars  only, 
and  could  not  have  the  facility  of  taking  any  car  and 
transferring,  as  they  now  do,  and  reachingthe  depots 
with  much  less  delay,  and  accommodation  of  the  pat- 
rons of  all  our  lines,  who  never  before  had  the  fa- 
cility of  reaching  the  northern  depots,  unless  they 
paid  two  fares.  As  it  is  now,  all  our  lines  are  fur- 
nished with  equal  facilities  to  reach  Northern  depots. 

Six  cars  per  hour,  divided  up  and  run  from  our 
various  routes,  would  afford  very  meagre  accommo- 
dation to  our  patrons,  and  be  the  cause  of  great  dis- 
satisfaction. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

Annual  Report  of  City  Registrar.  (City  Doc.  No. 
102.)    Placed  on  flij 

Annual  Report  of  Boston  "Water  Board.  (City 
Doc.  No.  101.)    Placed  on  file. 


Report  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Win.  R 
Cavanagh  for  leave  to  raise  a  wooden  building  at 
corner  of  Lehigh  street  ami  Broadnay.  Accepted  in 
concurrence. 

Report  and  order  to  rearrange  the  desks  in  the 
Common  Council  Chamber,  at  a  cost  of  $800.  Order 
passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  in  favor  of  purchase  of  additional  land  on 
Dartmouth  street  for  accommodation  of  the  Public 
Library  (26,631  square  feet,  at  a  cost  of  §200,000).  Ac- 
cepted in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  in  favor  of  the  expenditure  of 
$15,000  to  protect  and  preserve  the  purity  of  Mystic 
water  supply.    Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

FIRES  AND  ALARMS. 
The  report  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  on  the  num- 
ber and  character  ot  the  tires  and  alarms  in  July  was 
received  and  sent  down. 

PAT  OF  LABORERS. 

Alderman  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  to 
indefinitely  postpone  the  ordinance  to  fix  the  pay  of 
laborers  at  $2  per  day,  etc. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  will  state  very  briefly  that 
the  reason  I  moved  the  reconsideration  was  because 
I  think  the  board  did  not  vote  understanding^  upon 
the  question.  This  matter  affects  more  particularly 
the  Paving  Department.  Two  members  of  the  Pav- 
ing Committee  voted  in  favor  of  the  ordinance;  the 
other  member,  who  I  am  sorry  to  say  is  absent  to- 
day, votei  against  it.  I  kuow  Athe  idermen  did  not 
fully  understand  the  position  of  the  matter,  or  else 
they  would  not  have  indefinitely  postponed  it.  I 
will  refer  tbem  to  page  770  of  the  ordinances.  Sec- 
tion 4  of  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  streets: 

"The  said  superintendent  is  authorized,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to  appoint  such 
assistants  as  he  may  deem  necessary;  said  assistants 
shall  act  under  his  control  and  direction,  and  receive 
such  compensation  as  the  City  Council  may  from 
time  to  time  determine.  The  said  assistants  may  be 
removed  at  any  time  by  the  said  superintendent  or 
the  Board  of  Aldermen." 

You  see  that  when  the  Superintendent  <  f  Streets 
appoints  an  assistant  in  bis  branch  of  the  service,  he 
has  to  come  to  this  Board  of  Aldermen  for  con- 
firmation. I  have  been,  a  member  of  this  board 
six  years,  and  there  certainly  has  never  been 
an  instance  when  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
has  sent  the  name  of  his  assistant  to  this  board 
for  confirmation.  On  account  of  the  numerous 
complaints  about  the  assistant  superintendents,  I 
should  like  to  have  the  privilege  of  voting  for 
or  against  the  confirmation  of  some  of  them.  I  am 
a  little  surprised  that  that  section  of  the  ordinance 
has  been  completely  overlooked  since  I  have  been  in 
this  board.  I  will  now  call  attention  to  the  sixth  sec- 
tion of  the  same  ordinance  (page  771) — 

"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  superintendent, 
under  the  direction  and  control  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, to  superintend  the  general  state  of  the 
streets;  to  attend  to  the  laying  out,  widening,  eleva- 
tion and  repairs  of  the  same,  and  to  make  all  con- 
tracts for  the  supply  of  labor  and  materials  therefor; 
to  give  notice  to  the  Mayor,  or  the  Chief  of  Police, 
of  any  nuisance,  obstruction,  or  encroachment 
thereon.  And  the  city  shall  not  be  responsible  for 
any  of  his  doings  that  have  not  been  ordered  by  the 
City  Council,  or  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  or  sanc- 
tioned by  express  vote." 

Orders  are  passed  every  year,  early  in  the  season, 
giving  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  power,  under 
tbe  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Paving,  to  make 
contract  for  materials;  but  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
have  always  reserved  the  right  to  fix  the  pay  of 
laborers.  We  give  neither  the  Superintendent  of 
of  Streets  nor  the  Counnittee  on  Paving  authority  to 
contract  with  laborers.  Tteyhave  to  come  to  this 
board,  and  we  have  to  decide  that  question.  I  tiiink 
the  Alderman  from  South  Boston,  who  said  this  mat- 
ter ought  to  be  left  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the 
Paving  Committee,  will  find,  upon  reading-  the  ordi- 
nance, that  it  is  left  exclusively  in  our  hands  to  fix 
and  control  the  pay  of  laborers.  There  is  nothing 
unreasonable  in  the  order  which  I  offered,  or  in  the 
ordinance  which  came  to  us  from  the  Common  Council. 
They  merely  fix  the  pay  of  laborers  at  the  price  paid 
outside,  and  it  is  our  duty  as  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men to  say  what  that  price  shall  be.  After  this  brief 
explanation  I  hope  the  indefinite  postponement  will 
be  reconsidered,  and  that  the  ordinance  will  be 
passed  unanimously. 

Alderman  Hcrsey— It  seems  to  me  that  the  Alder- 
man puts  too  broad  a  constructton  upon  the  ordi- 
nance. As  a  matter  of  fact  the  Board  of  Alderunn 
cannot  deal  directly  with  the  laborers.    I  do  not  sup. 
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1  is  board  would  undertake  to  make  a  contract 
with  each  laborer,  and  say  who  shall  be  employed, 
and  fix  his  wages.  We  must  leave  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Paving,  and  thcj  »iil  probably  hare  tp  leave 

it  to  tl undent   of  Streets.    We  have  su- 

pervisiou  over  the  department  througn  our  Pav- 
ing Conmiittee,  and  we  act  through  them.  In 
that  way  we  comply  with  'he  ■  rdinance.  I 
do  not  deny  that  we  can  take  it  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  committee  if  we  see  tit.  The 
only  question  is,  is  it  advisable  for  ns  to  do  it?  It 
does  not  seem  to  me  that  it  is.  We  choose  a  commit- 
tee early  in  the  year  who  are  supposeu  to  be  able  to 
direct  the  management  of  the  department,  and  when 
we  elect  a  Superintendent  of  Streets  it  is  supposed 
that  he  is  capable  of  performing  the  duties  of  the 
office.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  particularly  tnc  duty 
of  he  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  lix  the  pay  of 
laborers.  He  comes  in  contact  with  them;  we  do  not. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the.  lixing  of  a  uniform  scale  of 
wages  for  all  labrrers  in  the  department  will  work 
great  injustice.  We  cannot  Dispense  with  many  of 
our  laborers.  We  ought  to  employ  those  who  can- 
not get  employment  elsewhere.  It  seems  to 
rue  it  is  a  duty  we  owe  them  to  prevent  them  from 
becoming  a  burden  upon  tr.e  citv.  It  seems  to 
me  this  order  wdl  work  more  injury  to  the  laborers 
than  if  the  matter  is  left  to  the  control  of  the  com- 
mittee ant!  the  superintendent.  They  are  good  and 
competent  men,  and  have  the  same  interest  in  it  that 
we  have. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  will  read  this  sixth  section  of 
the  ordinance  again: 

"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  superintendent, 
unaer  the  direction  and  control  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, to  superintend  the  general  state  ol  the 
streets;  to  attend  to  the  laying  out,  widening,  eleva- 
tion, and  repairs  of  the  same,  aim  to  make  all  con- 
tract- for  the  supply  of  labor  and  materials  there- 
for." 

That  is  unaer  the  direction  of  the  Board  ot  Alder- 
men to  make  all  contracts  for  the  supply  of  labor. 
[Reading  — 

•'  \nd  tiie  city  shall  not  be  responsible  for  any  of 
his  doings  that  have  not  beea  ordered  by  the  City 
Council,  or  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  or  sanctioned  by 
express  vote." 

I  pretend  to  say  that  according  to  the  reading  of 
this  ordinance,  unless  the  Board  oi  Aldermen  tix  the 
pay  of  laborers,  the  Auditor  might  refuse  to  pay 
their  bills,  because  we  are  not  responsible  for  the 
superintendent's  doings  outside  of  the  power  con- 
ferred by  'his  ordinance.  The  ordinance  appears  to 
be  clear  and  plain.  A  majority  of  the  Committee 
on  Paving  have  voted  for  this  ordinance,  and  I  do 
not  see  why  the  board  should  hesitate  to  reconside 
and  pas-  it. 

Alderman  Kersey — I  do  not  place  any  such  con- 
struction upon  the  ordinance.  If  you  construe  it  in 
that  way,  you  must  make  a  separate  contract  for 
each  laborer.  You  "ay  no  contract  is  valid  unless 
confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  We  do  con- 
firm them.  We  choose  a  Committee  on  Paying  and 
act  ihnmgh  them.  The  superintendent  is  obliged  to 
consult  the  committee,  and  we  give  them  this  power 
at  the  out.-et. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Will  the  Alderman  point  to 
am  order  giving  tneni  that  power? 

Alderman  Mersey— The  fact  of  choosing  the  com- 
mittee. If  they  represent  anybody,  they  represent 
i  i.  The.  idea  of  the  Alderman  could  not  be 
carried  out.  We  cannot  make  a  contract  with  each 
laborer.  If  you  construe  the  ordinance  in  that  way, 
this  board  would  have  to  be  consulted  whenever  any 
laborer-  an  employed. 

Alderman  Blade— As  the  Alderman  has  stated  I 
voted  for  this  ordinance  the  other  day.  I  was  not 
quite  clear  at  the  time  whether  I  ought  to  do  so  or 
not.  Since  then  I  have  looked  it  over  quite  care- 
fully. There  ate  -ome  things  about  it  tuat  would 
make  the  paving  department,  or  any  other  depart 
ment  much  trouble.  For  instance,  the  ten-hours-a- 
day  clause.  There  are  live  or  six  months  in  ihe  year 
when  the  men  canni  t  work  over  eight  bouts  a  day. 
Under  a  strict  construction  of  this  ordinance,  if 
i  hey  would  get  but  a  dollar  and  sixty  cents  a 
day.  There  aie  many  days  when  the  men  make  per- 
haps half  an  hour  less  than  a  full  day's  work  on  ac- 
count of  -howei>.  If  this  ordinance  is  passed,  ami 
it  is  to  be  carried  out  strictly,  it  would  make  a  good 
i  rouble,  and  I  am  not  certain  that  it  would 
b«  practical.  I  do  not  think  I  should  vote  for  it 
to-day.  It  needs  further  consideration  before  it  iB 
I  do  DO  think  the  Alderm  in  who  bar  spoken 
in  favor  of  it,  or  any  other  member  of  the  board 
bat  looked  into  it  quite  to  closely  as  he  ought  to.  We 
ought  to  understand  how  we  are  going  to  settle  with 
-.    I  do  not  -ee  how,  under  a  strict  con- 


struction of  the  ten-hour  clause,  if  a  man  works 
seven,  eight  or  nine  hours,  we  can  prevent  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  and  dispute  between  him  and  the 
foremen.  After  all  I  think  we  had  better  let  this 
matter  remain  as  it  is. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  would  call  attention  to  the 
remarks  of  the  Alderman  who  has  ju-t  taken  bis 
seat.  He  says  he  has  hardly  had  time  to  give  this 
ordinance  full  consideration.  The  oDly  way  to  do 
that  is  to  reconsider  the  indefinite  postponement,  and 
lay  the  ordinance  upon  the  table  unti:  such  time  as 
the  members  of  the  board  have  had  an  opportunity 
tocousider  it.  I  do  not  believe  in  indefinitely  post- 
poning it  alio  throwiug  it  aside. 

Alderman  Slade  moved  to  h.y  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table.    Lost. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost,  yeas  5,  nays  6. 

Yeas— Aldermen  Caldwell,  Haldeinan.  O'Brien, 
Viles,  Woolley— 5. 

Nays— Aldermen  Breck,  Curtis,  Fro^t,  Hersey, 
Slade,  Whitten— 6. 

Absent— Alderman  Tucker. 

THE  HARBOB. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Harbor,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  message  of  His  Honor  tde 
Mayor  respecting  the  advisability  of  appointing  an 
Assistant  Harbor  Master,  beg  leave  to  report  tnat, 
in  order  to  ascertain  what  authority  the  City  Council 
has  concerning  the  appointment  of  an  officer  as  sug- 
gested by  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  your  committee 
consulted  the  corporation  counsel,  and  received  a 
replv  as  follows: 

City  of  Boston  (Office  of  the  Clerk  of  Com- ) 
mittees),  City  Hall,  Aug.  19, 1881.         J 
John  P.  Healy,  lisq.,  Corporation  Counsel. 

Dear  Sir, — The  Committee  on  Harbor  have  under 
consideration  the  advisability  of  appointing  an  assist- 
ant to  the  Harbor  Master,  and  desire  your  opinion  as 
to  whether  the  City  Council  has  authority,  under  ex- 
isting laws,  to  appoint  such  an  officer  with  powers 
such  as  are  ex  seised  by  the  Harbor  Master. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

James  L.  Hillard,  Assistant  Clerk. 

"In  my  opinion,  the  City  Council  are  not  author- 
ized to  invest  a  Deputy  Harbor  Master  with  the 
powers  and  duties  of  Harbor  Master. 

J.  P.  Healy,  Corporation  Counsel." 

The  committee,  therefore,  inferring  from  the  fore- 
going opinion  that  no  authority  at  present  exists  for 
appointing  an  Assistant  Harbor  Master,  have  no 
special  recommendation  to  make  in  this  regard,  but, 
as  they  were  informed  that  there  is  need  of  addi- 
tional police  supervision  along  the  water  front  on 
South  bay.  or  Roxbury  channel,  they  respectfully 
recommend  the  passaged  the  following  order: 
For  the  committee, 
Joskvh  Caldwell,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Harbor  Mister  be  requested  to 
provide  additional  police  supervision  for  South  bay, 
or  Roxbury  channel,  so  called. 

Passed.    S?nt  down. 

permits  for  stables. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  board  in 
favor  of  granting  permits  for  stables  as  follows: 

W.  J.  Stokes,  on'  Enfield  street,  Ward  23,  provided 
the  size  of  the  building  shall  be  16x20  with  12  foot 
posts. 

William  Bailey,  on  Lee- street,  corner  of  Child 
street,  Ward  23. 

Richard  Donahoe,  on  Grant  place  and  Upton  lane, 
Ward  25. 

Sidney  Chase,  on  Boston,  near  Pond  street,  Ward 
24. 

James  M.  Watson,  on  Pearl  street  and  Dorchester 
avenue,  Ward  24 

Severally  accepted. 

TBLEGRAPH  POLES  ON  CHELSEA  BRIDGE. 
Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following: 
The  Committee  on  Bridges,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  P.  A.  Oowd  for  leave  to  erect  tele- 
graph ooles  on  Chelsea  Bridge,  haviDg  considered 
the  subject,  respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  following  order. 

For  the  Committee, 

Wm.  Woolley, 
Chairman. 
Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  P.  A. 
Dowd  to  erect  five  poles  on  the  easterly  side  of  Chel- 
sea Bridge,  said  poles  to  be  placed  in  the  positions 
designated  by  red  dots  on  a  plain  dated  July  Uth, 
1881,  hereto  annexed. 
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This  permit  is  granted  upon  condition  that  the 
said  P.  A.  Dowd  shall  first  give  to  the  city  an  agree- 
ment in  writing,  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor, 
saving  the  city  harmless  against  any  and  all  claims 
for  damages,  costs  or  expenses  for,  er  on  account  of, 
or  in  any  way  growing  out  of,  the  erecting  or 
maintaining  of  said  poles  on  said  bridge.  Also, 
upon  condition  that  the  said  poles  shall  be  painted 
and  kept  well  painted  and  in  good  condition,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  City  Engineer,  and  that  the  wires 
shall  be  placed  on  said  poles  not  less  than  twenty-five 
feet  from  the  ground.  Also,  upon  condition  that  the 
said  P.  A.  Dowd  shall  allow  the  Fire  Department  the 
exclusive  use  of  the  top  cross  -bar  and  upper  portion 
of  each  polefor  the  purposeof  placing  wires  tbereon, 
and  shall  also  allow  the  American  Bell  Telephone 
Company  and  the  Gold  &  Stock  Telegraph  Company 
to  attach  such  number  of  wires  to  said  poles  as  may 
be  from  time  to  time  prescribed  by  the  Committee 
on  Bridges.  Also,  upon  condition  that  said  P.  A. 
Dowd  shall  agree  not  to  remove  the  poles  located  by 
this  order  without  permission  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  shall  agree  to  remove  said  poles  when  so 
directed  by  said  board. 

Order  passed. 

SOUTH  CITY  WHARVES. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Buildings 
be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  repair  the  offal 
depot  at  the  south  yard,  also  the  sheds  and  buildings 
onnected  with  the  south  and  west  city  stables,  the 
expense  therefor  to  be  charged  to  the  special  ap- 
propriation for  south  city  wharves.  Passed.  Sent 
down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  of 
Jno.  H.  Cunningham  to  run  a  coach  on  Sun- 
days between  Calvary  cemetery  and  Forest  Hills 
horse-cars,  etc.;  Prank  Cross  to  run  a  passen- 
ger wagon  from  Cambridge  bridge  to  excursion 
boats. 

Coach  licenses  granted  South  Boston  Railroad 
Company,  to  run  two  passenger  wagons  from  K  street 
to  the  excursion  boats. 

Amusement  licenses  granted — Bachehler  &  Doris, 
to  exhibit  a  circus  ana  menagerie  at  East  Boston, 
Sept.  30,  on  payment  of  a  license  fee  of  §10;  Tomp- 
kins &  Hill,  to  give  operatic  and  dramatic  entertaiu- 
ments  at  Boston  Theatre  for  the  ensuing  season; 
Jason  Wentworth,  to  give  dramatic  and  operatic  en- 
tertainments at  the  Gaiety  Theatre  for  the  ensuing 
season:  R.  M.  Field,  to  give  dramatic  and  operatic 
entertainments  at  the  Boston  Museum  for  the  en- 
suing season;  Wm.  Harris,  to  give  operatic  and 
dramatic  entertainments  at  Howard  Athenaeum  for 
the  ensuing  season;  i5bbey  &  Schoeffel,  to  give  dra- 
matic entertainments  at  the  Park  Theatre  during 
the  ensuing  season;  G.  E.  Lothron,  for  theatrical 
license  at  Boylston  Museum;  John  A.  Stevens,  to 
give  operatic  performances  at  the  Windsor 
Theatre  for  the  ensuing;  season  ;  John  Stetson, 
renewal  of  license  for  Globe  Theatre.  Severally  ac- 
cepted. 

TREASURY  DEPARTMENT  ACCOUNTS. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Treasury  De- 
partment, to  whom  was  referred  the  accounts  of 
Charles  H.  Denoie,  City  Treasurer,  covering  the 
period  from  May  1st,  188l',  to  the  close  of  his  term  of 
office,  July  15th,  1881,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
have  caused  a  thorough  examination  of  said  accounts 
to  be  made  by  an  expert  under  the  direction  of  a 
sub-committee,  and  have  received  the  following  re- 
port: 

"To  the  Committee  on  City  Treasury.  Gentlemen, — 
In  compliance  with  the  request  of  your  sub-commit- 
tee, Messrs.  Hersey  and  Hart,  I  have  continued  my 
examination  of  the  City  Treasurer's  accounts,  from 
the  close  of  business,  April  30th,  1881,  to  the  close  of 
business,  July  15th,  1881,  the  date  of  the  assumption 
of  the  duties  of  the  office  by  the  new  Treasure!-,  Mr. 
Alfred  T.  Turner.  I  have  carefully  counted  the  cash 
on  hand  at  the  latter  date,  and  verified  the  balances 
in  banks.  I  finl  on  hand  in  cash  (in  cash,  good  cash 
vouchers,  and  bank  balances)  the  sum  of  $981,918.71, 
and  this  amount  has  been  turned  over  to  and  accepted 
by  the  new  Treasurer,  Mr.  Turner.  I  have  verified 
ail  the  entries  of  expenditures  upon  the  books  be- 
tweeu  said  dates,  by  proper  and  satisfactory  vouchers, 
and  traced  all  the  receipts  to  authentic  sources  of 
income.  I  find  the  receipts  and  outlays  from  May 
1st  to  Julv  15th,  to  be  as  exhibited  in  table  "A,"  ap- 
pended hereto: 


Balance,   actual  cash  on    hand  May   1, 

1881 #3,068.635  36 

Totalreceiptsio  July  15th,  inclusive 946,351  49 

Total $4,014,386  85 

Total  outlay  same  dates .,   3,032,468  14 

Leaving  a  balance  of . . ., 981,918  71 

The  accounts  of  Charles  H.  Dennie,  City  Treas- 
urer, May  1st,  1881,  called  for  the  amount  of  $3,075,- 
269.74,  showing  a  deficit  of  $7234.28.  Likewise  at 
the  close  of  business,  July  15.  1881,  Charles  H.  Den- 
nie's  treasnrei's  accounts  called  for  a  balance  of 
$989,153.09,  showing  the  same  deficit  of  $7234.38. 
This  is  the  same  amount  established  at  the  close  of 
the  investigation  last  November,  the  origin  of  which 
has  been  fully  related  in  previous  reports.  The 
books  of  the  Treasury  Department  at  the  opening  of 
business  on  the  morning  of  July  15th,  1881,  exhibit 
the  following  situation : 
Charles  H.  Demiie.  ex-Treasurer,  lo  balance 

cash  account $7  234  38 

Alfred  T.  Turner,  to  balance  cash  account. .    981,9 18  71 
Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  Stuart  Chase. 

Boston;  July  18,  1881." 

The  committee  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
City  Council  to  the  fact  that  the  deficit  hi  the  treas- 
ury, occasioned  by  the  defalcation  of  the  cashier, 
John  A.  Woodward,  in.  October  last,  still  remains  as 
previously  reported. 

For  the  committee, 

Charles  V.  Whitten. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  orders  to  pay  for  land 
taken  and  damages  occasioned  by  laying  out  streets, 
as  follows: 

Catherine  Bleiler,  $3250,  extension  of  Minden 
street  to  Walden  street. 

Frederick  Bleiler,  $1200,  extension  of  Minden 
street  to  Walden  s'reet. 

Helen  P.  Willis  and  Ellen  M.  Ware,  $8500,  for 
land  taken  in  name  of  George  H.  Lyinan,  Jr.,  trus- 
tee, and  Ellen  M.  Ware,  for  extension  of  Essex  street 
from  South  to  Federal  street. 

Orders  passed. 

ADDITIONAL  POLICE. 
A  report  was  received  from  the  Police  Crininis- 
sioners  on  the  petition  of  Henry  Bornstein  and  oth- 
ers, for  better  police  protection  on  new  "Washington 
street,  that  the  parties  had  been  given  a  hearing. 
The  boatd  refer  to  its  reports  of  1879-80  and  1880-81, 
in  which  it  urges  the  necessity  of  ao  increase  of  the 
force.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police. 

DOVER-STREET  CROSSING. 

Alderman  Hersey  offered  an  order — That  the  Po- 
lice Commissioners  be  requested  to  enforce  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  372,  acts  of  1874,  section  189,  at  the 
Dover-Street  Crossing  of  the  OKI  Colony  &  Newport 
Railroad. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  would  say  a  word  in  expla- 
nation of  this  order.  The  Old  Colony  Railroad  are 
in  the  habit,  many  times  in  the  day,  ofstopping  their 
trains  upon  this  crossing,  and  unnecessarily  so,  when 
the  advancing  of  the  cars  a  short  distance  would  be 
all  that  is  necessary  to  accommodate  the  publi;.  I 
was  myself  a  witness  of  the  stoppage  of  a  train  for 
several  minutes,  some  days  ago,  when  the  removal  of 
the  cars  of  only  a  few  steps  would  have  accommodated 
the  travel.  I  made  inquiry  and  was  told  by  the  con- 
ductor that  it  occurred  constantly.  I  understand  that 
by  the  statute  the  train  shall  not  stop  more  than  five 
minutes.  I  would  not  do  anything  to  interfere  with 
the  proper  running  of  the  trains  upon  that  r  ad,  but 
this  stopping  of  the  cars  there  seems  to  be  uncalled 
for  and  unnecessary. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  did  not  know  what  the  law 
was  in  relation  to  this,  but  if  there  is  a  law  whereby 
they  shall  not  be  allowed  to  stop  there  over  five  min- 
utes, I  hope  the  commissioners  will  put  it  hi  force.  I 
have  had  occasion  to  go  over  the  bridge  many  times, 
and  fiud  myself  stopped  there  five.teu  and  fifteen 
minutes,  and  my  teams  are  constantly  delayed  there. 
If  there  is  any  such  law,  I  hope  the  commissioners 
will  enforce  It. 

The  order  was  passed. 

DRUGGIST'S  MORTAR. 
Alderman  Yiles  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  on  the 
part  of  the  board  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of 
J.  F.  Forristall  to  project  a  druggist's  mortar  at  cor- 
ner of  Dearborn  and  Eustis  streets.    Accepted. 

PERMITS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Whitten   submitted   reports   from  the 
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Committee  on  Steam  Engines  recommending  the 
granting  of  petition!'  to  locale  and  use  steam  engines 
as  follows: 

Baml.  H.  Pierce,  on  Clayton  street,  Dorchester. 

X.  !•;.  Felt  Hooting  Co.,  rear  of  First  street,  near 
Dorchester  street, 

N.  V.  &  Boston  Mfg.  Co.,  52-54  Pearl  street. 

J.  E.  Dow,  at  junction  of  Beacon  street  and  Brigh- 
ton avenue. 

Boston  Gas  Light  Co.,  steam  bailer  at  their  yard  on 
Prime  street. 

.Severally  accepted. 

BILLS  ALLOWED. 

Alderman  Wnitten  offered  an  order— That  the  Au- 
dit ir  ot  Accounts  allow  for  payment  the  bills  of  H. 
D.  Parker  &  Co.,  dated  July  18,  20  and  Aug.  8, 
amounting  respectiveh  to  .$80.05,  .375.00,  and 
$97.10,  the  -  ■one  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
Passed. 

BRIDGE  TO  BE  CLOSED. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order— That  Broad- 
way Bridge  be  closed  to  team  travel  August  25th, 
1881,  and  remain  closed  until  the  repairs  on  said 
bridge  are  completed.    Passed. 

ELECTIONS. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  until  otherwise  ordered  the  polling 
place  in  Precinct  1  of  Ward  10  be  established  at  30 
Derne  street. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
on  the  part  of  this  board  report  on  or  before  the 
third  day  of  October  next  a  list  of  pollinn  places  in 
the  several  wants  to  be  used  at  the  ensuing  State  and 
municipal  elections. 

-ed. 

Ordered,  That  warrants  be  issued  for  the  meeting 
of  the  legal  voters  of  Ward  Xo.  10,  at  their  several 
polling  places  wi  hin  the  voting  precincts  of  said 
ward,  in  which  tiny  lespeetivelj  reside,  on  Satur- 
day, the  10th  day  ot  September  next,  at  0  o'clock  A. 
M,  then  and  there  to  give  in  tneir  ballots  tor  one 
able  and  di-ceet  man,  a  qualified  voter  and  inhabi- 
tant of  said  ward,  to  be  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council  in  place  ot  Eugene  is.  Hagar,  resigned,  the 
polls  to  be  kept,  open  uutil  3  o'clock  P.  M. 

Passed. 

PUBLIC  PARKS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hersey  the  orders  to  take 
land  at  City  Point  for  a  Marine  Park,  and  to  procure 
a  loan  of  .S1 00,000  to  meet  the  expense,  were  taken 
from  the  table  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. . 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Breck  the  following  pa- 
per- were  taken  from  the  table  ana  referred  to  the 
aittee  on  Finance: 

Reference  of  s  ■  much  of  City  Doc.  93  as  relates  to 
\YV-t  Roxbury  Park,  to  Committee  on  Parks,  with 
instructions  to  report  a  plan  and  the  probable  cost  of 
-aid  park,  specifying  tbe  portions  bonded. 

Reference  of  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Arnold 
Arboretum,  to  Messrs.  Wheeler,  Whitmore  and  Fisk, 
to  be  joined.  . 

Reference  of  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Marine 
Park  at  City  Point  and  Charles-river  Embankment, 
to  Committee  on  Streets. 

Reference  of  so  much  as  relates  to  Muddy  River 
project  and  to  parks  at  East  Boston  and  Brighton,  to 
Committee  on  Common,  etc. 

INDEFINITELY    POSTPONED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis  the  board  took 
from  the  table  and  indefinitely  postponed  the  order 
for  application  to  next  letrislatuie  for  authority  to 
appoint  a  special  police  force  to  take  care  of  the 
public  grounds. 

.MONKS'   ESTATE  STABLE  ON  SOUTH  STREET. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hersey.  the  report  of 
leave  to  withdraw  on  application  of  trustees  of  the 
Monks  estate  for  leave  to  occupy  two  old  brick 
buildings,  233  and  239  South  street,  a»  a  stable  for 
100  horses,  was  taken  from  the  table.  The  report 
was  accepted. 

PUBLIC   INSTITUTIONS. 

Alderman  Blade  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Institutions: 

Report  on  request  of  directors  for  an  appropria- 
tion for  additional  facilities  for  extinguishing  tires 
tit  Deer  Islaud,  recommending  'he  passage  of  an  or- 
der—That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  requested  to 
provide  an  appropriation  of  94000  for  providing  ad- 
ditional fadlMea  for  extinguishing  fires  at  Deer 
:.    Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  request  of  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 


tions for  an  appropriation  to  maintain  the  Charles- 
town  Almshouse,  recommending  the  passage  ot  an 
order — That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  requested 
to  provide  an  appropriation  of  .S7500  for  the  main- 
tenance i'f  the  Charlestown  Almshouse  during  the 
present  financial  year.    Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  and  orders  for  edgestones  in  front  of 
estates  of  Ralph  Buttler,  on  Columbia  street,  Dor- 
chester; Michael  Hurley,  4  C  street;  M.  L.Merrihen, 
Melville  avenue. 

Reports  and  orders  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of 
estates  of  Henry  N.  Sawyer,  Pleasant  and  Thomley 
streets;  Mary  Aid,  51  P  street;  John  Sexton,  94  W. 
Eighth  street;  Sabina  Kelly,  Dorchester  avenue, 
Dorchester:  .Nathan  Tufts,  Lawrence  street,  Charles- 
town;  H.  B.  dishing,  170  Newbury  street;  L.  H. 
Thompson,  337  Chelsea  street;  Geo.  W.  Robertson, 
339  ditto;  John  Oakleat,  341  ditto. 

Reports  and  orders  for  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walks in  front  of  estates  of  Marv  Deme,  2  C  street; 
Mary  Aid,  803  East  Third  street. 

Schedules  of  the  cost  of  edgestones  and  sidewalks 
in  sundry  streets,  with  orders  for  the  assessment  and 
collection  of  the  same.    Orders  pas-ed. 

Reports  in  fovor  of  granting  the  petitions  ot  Thos. 
Cowan  to  move  a  wooden  building  irom  Washington 
street  near  Shepard  street,  across  Washington  street 
west,  and  near  Shepard  street,  Ward  25;  F.  O.  Reed 
and  others  for  flagging  crossing  across  Rutherford 
avenue  at  Lincoln  street.    Severally  accepted  . 

Reports  and  orders  of  notice  for  hearing  on  Mon- 
day, Sept.  9th  next,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Cambridge  Railroad  for  extension  of 
location  in  Brighton,  and  the  South  Boston  Railroad 
for  location  in  Kneelandand  Lincoln  streets.  Orders 
severally  passed. 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  petition  of  W.  R 
Cavanagh  to  move  wooden  building  from  Gates  street 
to  East  Eighth  street,  Ward  14.    Accepted. 

Reports  and  orders — Tj  furnish  and  set  the  edge- 
stones and  pave  the  gutters  on  the  westerly  side  of 
Huntington  avenue  anil  West  Chester  park;  also 
to  pave  with  brick  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  the  exhi- 
bition building  of  the  Massachusetts  Charitable 
Mechanic  Association,  and  to  lay  a  plank 
walk  from  Hotel  Huntington  to  the  northerly 
end  of  said  building,  and  also  from  the  southerly 
end  of  the  same  to  West  Chester  park;  permit- 
ting the  Boston  Gaslight  Co.  to  erect  an  iron  post 
in  the  sidewalk  on  Hull  street,  about  fifty 
from  Commercial  street,  for  the  purpose  of  deliver- 
ing the  coal  tar  to  its  customers,  provided  that  said 
Company  shall  agree  to  remove  said  pole  when  or- 
dered so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen;  to  reset 
the  edgestones  and  repave  the  sidewalks  on  Billerica 
street,  between  Causeway  and  Minot  streets,  also  to 
cover  the  cobble  stone  pavement  on  said  street  with 
the  Boston  asphalt  pavement,  estimated  cost,  S220!i; 
to  grade  and  gravel  Grimes  street  as  laid  out  by  the 
Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  from  Seventh  to 
Eighth  street,  also  to  furnish  and  set  the  edgestones, 
and  pave  the  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  said  street. 
Orders  severally  passed. 

Telephone  Locations. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  Mutual 
Union  Telegraph  Company  to  erect  five  poles  on 
Central  street  between  India  street  and  Atlantic  av- 
enue; fourteen  poles  on  Atlantic  avenue,  between 
Central  street  and  Eastern  avenue;  twenty  poles  on 
Commercial  street,  between  Eastern  avenue  and 
Charles-river  avenue,  and  seven  poles  on  Causeway 
street,  between  Charles-river  avenue  and  Canal 
street,  said  poles  to  be  placed  on  said  streets  and 
avenues  in  the  positions  designated  by  red  circles  on 
plans  drawn  by  Crafts  &  Forbes,  Civil  Engineers, 
dated  July  11,  1881,  and  depositedin  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets.  This  permit  is  granted 
upon  condition  that  said  Mutual  Union  Telegraph 
Company  shall  first  lve  to  the  city  an  agreement  in 
writing,  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  saving- 
harmless  the  said  city  against  any  and  all  claims  tor 
damages,  costs  or  expenses,  for,  or  on  account  of, 'or 
in  any  way  growing  out  of  the  erecting  or  maintain- 
ing of  said  poles  on  said  streets  and  avenues.  Also 
upon  condition  that  said  jioles  shall  be  kept  well 
painted  and  in  good  condition,  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  that  the  wires 
shall  be  placed  on  said  poles  not  less  than  twenty- 
five  feet  from  the  ground,  and  that  the  name  of  said 
company  shall  be  distinctly  painted  on  the  cross-bars 
used  and  occupied  by  said  company  on  said  poles. 

Also,  upon  condition  that  said  Company  shall  allow 
the  Fire  and  Paving  Departments  of  this  city  the  ex- 
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elusive  use,  tree  of  charge,  of  the  upper  cross-bar 
and  top  cf  each  pole  for  the  purpose  of  placing  wires 
thereon. 

Also,  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall  agree 
riot  to  remove  the  poles  located  by  this  order  without 
permission  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  shall 
agree  to  remove  said  poles  when  so  directed  by  said 
board. 

Order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  Amer- 
ican- Bell  Telephone  Company  to  erect  poles  on 
Huntington  avenue,  between  Boylston  street  and 
Rogers  avenue,  said  poles  to  he  placed  on  said 
-avenue  in  the  positions  designated  by  red  circles  on 
plans  drawn  by  Clarence  A.  Perkins,  surveyor,  dated 
August  18,  1881,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets;  piovided  that  said  com- 
pany shall  first  give  to  the  city  an  agreement  in 
writing-  saving  harmless  said  city  against  auy  and  all 
claims  for  damages,  costs  or  expenses,  for  or  on  ac- 
count of,  or  in  any  way  growing  out  of  the  erecting 
or  maintaining  of  said  pohs  on  said  avenue. 

Also,  upon  condition  that  said  poles  shall  be  kept 
well  painted  and  in  good  condition,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  that  the 
wires  shall  be  placed  on  said  poles  not  less  than 
twenty -five  feet  from  the  ground,  and  that  the  name 
of  said  company  shall  be  distinctly  painted  on  the 
cross-bars  used  and  occupied  by  said  company  on 
said  poles. 

Also,  upon  condition  that  said  coiupanv  shall  al- 
low the  Fire  and  Paving  Departments  of  this  city 
the  exclusive  use  of  the  upper  cross-bar  and  top  of 
each  pole  for  the  purpose  of  placing  wires  thereon. 
.  Also,  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall 
agree  not  to  remove  the  poles  located  by  this  order 
without  permission  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
shall  agree  to  remove  said  poles  wire  h  so  directed 
by  said  board  at  the  close  of  the  exhibitions. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  would  ask  if  this  building 
cannot  be  reached  by  some  other  avenue.  It  appears 
that  whenever  a  tine  avenue  is  opened,  the  poles  are 
immediately  built  upon  it.  I  think  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton should  take  some  steps  to  stop  this  erection  of 
telegraph  and  telephone  poles  in  the  street,  and  this 
avenue  is  as  good  a  place  to  begin  as  any  other.  I 
think  the  Exhibition  Building  can  be  reached  by 
some  other  route. 

Alderman  Slade— There  are  no  buildings  on  the 
avenue  on  the  tops  of  which  the  wires  can  run. 
This  is  for  temporary  use  only. 

Alderman  Haideman— If  it  is  for  temporary  use,  1 
have  no  objection.  But  this  is  merely  the  entering 
wedge,  to  get  the  poles  in.  You  will  always  find 
that  the  poles  go  up  as  fast  as  a  new  avenue  is 
open. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  think  a  good  deal  as  my  good 
brother  on  mv  right  does,  that  we  may  as  well  stop 
where  we  are.  As  he  stated,  we  cannot  open  an 
aveuue  without  some  impediment  being  put  into  it. 
They  have  telepeone  connection  with  that  building 
from  Spring-field  street,  with  all  parts  of  the  city, 
and  canuse  it.  Just  as  soon  as  you  allow  those  poles 
to  go  up  for  temporary  use  they  will  become  perma- 
nent. I  hope  we  shall  stop  right  here  and  not  allow 
those  poles  to  go  up.  If  they  do  not  want  to  go 
across  by  Springfield  street,  there  are  two  railroads 
running  on  each  side  of  the  avenue,  where  telegraph 
poles  are  located,  and  they  can  put  their  wires  upon 
them.  But  they  have  a  connection  with  iheir  office 
in  Boston  proper  through  the  office  at  Springfield 
street. 

Alderman  Slade — The  Alderman  will  understand 
that  the  telephone  and  telegraph  wires  will  not  work 
on  the  same  poles.  I  am  surprised  that  the  Alderman 
should  state  that  they  have  already  got  telephone 
communication  with  the  building,  lor  I  think  be  is 
mistaken.  The  company  came  before  the  committee 
last  Friday  and  stated  that  the  managers  of  the  ex- 
hibition were  very  anxious  to  have  the  telephones  put 
in  at  once,  and  this  was  asked  for  as  a  temporary  lo- 
cation. The  poles  can  be  ordered  down  ai  any 
time.  They  do  not  want  them  except  for  immediate 
use. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  saw  them  using  the  telephone 
there,  and  they  might  have  been  telephoning  to  the 
other  end  of  the  building,  but  certainly  they  are  not 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  office  on 
Springfield  street,  which  connects  with  all  parts  of 
;the  city. 

Alderman  Slade— That  does  not  help  the  Me- 
chanics' building. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  do  not  know  but  it  would  be 
a  good  thing  to  make  war  upon  the  telephone  and 
telegraph  company,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  me  to  be 


judicious  to  select  this  opportunity  to  do  so,  upon  the 
opening  of  two  large  fairs.  The  success  of  those  ex- 
hibitions is  desiied  by  all  our  citizens.  We  are  all 
interested  in  their  success  and  ought  not  to  do  any- 
thing to  hamper  them.  If  these  poles  are  fur  tem- 
porary use,  we  can  order  them  down  at  any  time. 
One  of  the  fairs  is  open,  and  if  they  need  these  facil- 
ities we  ought  to  allow  them,  as  the  matter  is  in  our 
hands  to  remedy  hereafter,  if  necessary.  I  hope  the 
order  will  pass. 

Alderman  Viles — I  asree  with  the  Alderman  last 
up,  that  we  should  do  all  we  can  to  encourage  these 
large  exhibitions.  Hundreds  of  thousands  cf  dollars 
have  been  laid  out,  and  every  effort  should  be  made 
to  assist  them  in  encouraging  and  developing  the 
manufacturing  industries  of  New  England. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  have  no  disposition  to 
throttle  these  exhibitions.  The  Alderman  will  find 
by  my  remarks  that  I  asked  whether  this  building- 
could  not  be  reached  in  some  other  direction.  I  know 
that  the  telephone  system  is  now  connected  with  the 
hotels  Vendome  and  Brunswuk,  and  as  the  Alder- 
man has  stated  I  know  there  is  an  office  in  Spring- 
field street,between  Washington  street  and  Shawmut 
avenue.  I  think  the  connection  can  be  made  in  that 
way  without  lumbering  up  Huntington  avenue.  The 
objection  I  make  to  it  is  that  the  erection  of 
poles  here  will  lumber  up  an  avenue  which 
is  to  be  one  of  our  finest  driveways.  If 
the  committee  will  guarantee  that  the  poles 
shall  come  down  at  the  close  of  the  exhibition  I  will 
be  glad  to  vote  for  it.  I  will,  therefore,  offer  an 
amendment, that  the  poles  shall  be  taken  down  at  the 
close  of  the  fairs. 

Alderman  Herse;. — I  would  move  to  amend  bypro- 
viding  that  they  be  removed  when  so  ordered  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  merely  want  to  set  myself 
right.  They  have  telephone  communicntion  with 
the  office  at  40  Pearl  street. 

Alderman  Slade— I  don't  know  but  they  have,  but 
this  is  for  temporary  use. 

Alderman  Hersey— Is  it  not  sufficient  to  assume 
that  the  telephone  company  establish  poles  only 
when  necessary?  I  think  tney  would  not  put  poles 
permanently  over  a  route  which  does  not  accommo- 
date anybody. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  think  it  is  safe  to  assume 
that  the  telephone  company  would  take  possession  of 
all  our  principal  streets,  if  they  were  allowed  to  do 
so. 

The  amendments  were  adopted,  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed. 

ASSISTANTS  TO  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STUEETS 
Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order — That  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets  be  directed  to  forthwith 
report  for  the  approval  of  this  board  the  uames  of 
the  assistants  appointed  by  him  in  conformity  with 
the  provisions  of  section  4  of  the  ordiuance  in  rela- 
tion to  streets.    Passed. 

SALARY  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  VINEGAR. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis  the  board  took 
from  the  table  the  reference  to  a  joint  special  ccin- 
niittee  of  an  order  to  fix  the  salary  cf  the  Inspector 
of  Vinegar  at  81500  per  aunum.  The  board  con- 
curred, and  Aldermen  Curtis  and  Slade  were  ap- 
pointed on  said  committee. 

OLD  STATE  HOUSE. 

Alderman  Woolley  moved  to  hike  from  the  table 
the  papers  in  relation  to  the  Old  State  Honse,  viz; 

Adherence  by  Common  Couucil  to  their  former 
vote  of  June  23d.  respecting  the  disposition  of  the 
building,  with  Aldermau  Whitten's  proposed  amend- 
ment. 

Alderman  Viles  objected  to  taking  the  matter  up 
uutil  the  board  was  full,  as  Alderman  Tucker  takes 
a  lively  interest  in  the  subject. 

Alderman  Woolley  said  he  simply  desired  to  have 
it  assigned  to  the  "next  meeting.  The  tenants  are 
anxious  to  know  what  is  going  to  be  done,  and  the 
matter  should  be  settled. 

The  subject  was  taken  from  the  table,  6  for,  4 
against,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis,  was 
specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting,  at  five  o'clock 
P.  M. 

FAUEUIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  in  favor  of  granting  a 
permit  to  use  said  hall  by  W.  H.  Cunningham  and 
others  on  September  15,"  for  a  soldiers'  meeting. 
Accepted. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 
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Meeting  of  the  Common  Council. 
AUGUST   25,   1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  1\'2  o'clock  P.  M.,  Andrew 
J.  Bailey,  President,  iii  the  Chair. 

THE  BtrMMBB  VACATION  ASD  THE  SALARY  CR'ES- 
TIOK. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbituiore,  of  Ward  12,  the  rule 
j  ended,  and  he  offered  an  order— Tint  when 
this  Council  adjourns  it  lie  to  meet  on  Monday  next 
at  half-past,  seven  o'clock  P.  M. 

Mr.  Whitinorc— 1  desire  to  state  the  reason  for 
offering  the  order.  I  learn  from  the  Mayor's  clerk 
that  there  will  be  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  on  Monday  next,  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
cussing the  Salary  ordinance.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested that  if  the  Council  will  meet  on  that  even- 
ing, that  the  board  will  take  a  recess  after  it 
has  finished  the  ordinance,  and  that  we  can  act 
upon  the  ordinance,  and  if  there  shall  be  any  fui- 
ther  dispute  between  the  two  branches  in  regard  to 
the  entire  bill,  we  can  have  a  conference  committee 
between  the  two  branches  and  adjust  everything,  and 
then  the  two  branches  can  take  the  long-desired 
recess. 

Mi.  Smith,  of  Ward  21,  moved  to  amend  so  that 
the  order  should  read  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  when  this  Council  adjourn  it  be  to 
meet  on  the  thiru  Thursday  of  September  next,  at 
7'.,  o'clock  P.  M. 

The  question  was  upon  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Whitinore— I  would  like  to  inquire  whether 
the  gentleman  means  that  as  a  substitute, or  whether 
he  desires  to  adjourn  after  Monday? 

Mr.  Smith— It  is  intended  to  supersede  the  original 
order.  I  have  offered  it  at  the  request  of  members 
who  are  away  on  vacation,  and  are  desirous  of  being 
here  when  the  salary  matter  is  discussed. 

The  amendment  was  declared  lost.  Mr.  Smith 
doubted  the  vote;  the  Council  was  divided— 18  for, 
14  against.  The  President  announced  that  a  quorum 
had  not  voted. 

Mr.  Wnitmore— I  .-hall  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
for  two  reasons:  That  the  Council  may  not  be  ad- 
journed at  the  present  moment  for  lack  of  a  quorum, 
and  because  I  think  if  there  is  any  suggestion  to  be 
made  why  the  adjournment  should  take  place  it 
ought  to  be  put  unon  record.  For  my  part  1  am  op- 
posed to  adjourning  and  leaving  important  business 
unacted  upon.  The  Council  has  stuck  to  its  work  so 
well  up  to  this  point  that  unless  there  is  some  potent 
reason  for  the  motion  I  hope  it  will  not  prevail.  The 
Board  of  Aldermen,  by  a  stretch  of  their  own  con- 
venience, having  consented  to  meet  next  Monday  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  this  important  matter  to  be 
settled,  it  seems  to  be  rather  unwise  for  the  Council 
now  to  run  away.  Beside  that,  the  Council  ought  to 
remember  this  great  danger;  we  have  been  going 
along  with  these  illegal  expenditures  ever  since  last 
May.  There  is  no  warrant  for  the  payment  of  the 
salaries.  It  i-  in  the  power  of  any  man  to  go 
into  the  Auditor's  officer  and  prevent  the  payment  of 
any  more  salaries  to  the  clerks  until  some  action  is 
taken  by  both  branches. 

.Mr.  Kosnosky,  of  Ward  18,  raised  the  point  of 
order  that  debate  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Pratt,  oi  Ward  21,  in  the  chair. 

The  Chair  ruled  the  point  of  order  not  well  taken, 
the  question  being  on  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whitinore  of  Ward  12—1  am  speaking  upon 
the  propriety  of  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays,  f  In- 
difference between  the  two  branches  i-  so  small  that 
.lie  Council  will  order  the  yeas  ami  nays,  not 
i  of  settling  the  question  whether 
a  quorum   is    present,  bin    I  it   the   effect  of 

wliat  they  are  doing.  When  the  Council  has  stayed 
through  the  hot  weather  and  nearly  finished  its  busi- 
ne--.  it  will  be  too  bad  for  u- now.  at  the  last  mo- 
ment, to  give  up,  instead  of  waiting  lor  three  days. 
Undoubtedly  the  whole  matter  can  be  settled  by  the 
two  branches  on  Monday,  and  then  the  Council  will 
have  done  it-  full  duty.  On  the  other  hand  1  inu-t 
contend  that  we  are  sinning  in  the  face  of  light.  We 
shall  leave  undone  business  that  ought  to  be  done; 
we  shall  put  the  Auditor  and  Treasurer  in  the  posi- 
eitherb3ingi  ■'   money  with- 

out the  slightest  warrant,  or  else  refuse  to  pay  the 
clerk-:  o    the  last  Month.     More   thai, 


that,  there  are  one  or  two  departments  for  which  no 
salaries  have  been  fixed.  In  the  City  Solicitor's  de- 
partment the  corporation  counsel  is  without  any 
warrant  to  draw  his  salary.  Undoubtedly  Mr.  Healy 
can  afford  to  wait,  but  still,  the  schedule  of  prices 
adopted  for  the  City  Solicitor's  department  is  differ- 
ent from  what  it  was.  For  those  reasons  I  think  we 
ought  to  fix  the  Salary  bill  before  the  vacation. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  is  very  much  interested  in  having  the  Salary 
bill  passed.  We  have  acted  upon  it,  and  I  would  like 
to  know  why  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have  not  taken 
action  upon  it,  as  they  have  had  it  several  week-. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21 — If  we  have  been  paying 
salaries  illegally  for  three  months,  without  any 
trouble,  we  can  get  along  for  three  weeks  more.  I 
don't  believe  in  taking  this  matter  hot  from  the 
Boarct  of  Aldermen.  We  ought  to  have  time  to  con- 
sider it.  Besides  we  have  been  here  through  all  the 
hot  weather  waiting-  for  them  to  consider  and  act 
upon  it.  Now  that  the  spirit  has  moved  them,  it  is 
net  very  necessary  that  we  should  have  a  special 
meeting  to  act  upon  it  with  undue  haste.  I  hope  we 
shall  vote  to  adjourn  for  three  weeks. 

Mr.  Bailey  of  Ward  4 — I  ri=e  to  second  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  that  when  the  Coun- 
cil adjourns  it  be  to  meet  on  Monday  next.  The 
ordinance  establishing  salaries  has  not  been  passed 
by  both  blanches.  We  are  now  almost  at  the  last  of 
the  year.  Some  salaries  have  not  been  fixed  at  all, 
and  some  of  the  employees  of  the  city  have  not  re- 
reived  any  salary  for  two  or  three  months  and  will 
not  receive  any  until  the  ordinance  is  passed.  While 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  was  speaking  I  was  in 
conversation  with  a  member,  and  if  I  should  repeat 
what  he  has  said  I  must  beg  the  pardon  of  the  Coun- 
cil. I  think,  as  the  gentleman  has  stated,  that  there 
is  considerable  doubt  whether  tha  Treasurer  has 
any  authority  to  pay  any  salaries  to  clerks  at  present. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  21  states  that  because  we 
have  been  paying  these  salaries  illegally  for  three 
months,  we'ean  get  along  for  three  weeks  more.  But 
suppose  the  Treasurer  takes  it  into  his  head  that  he 
will  pay  them  no  longer,  or  suppose  that  ten  citizens 
should  get  an  injunction  to  restrain  him  from  paying 
them  until  the  ordinance  has  been  passed  by  the  Citv 
Council.  The  Mayor  having  called  a  special  meet- 
ing of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  next  Monday  shows 
the  importance  of  fixing  the  Salary  bill  in  some  way. 
If  the  Chair  will  allow  me  to  use  the  expression,  it  is 
actually  disgraceful  for  a  city  government  to  go  on 
month  after  month  and  not  determine  what  the  sal- 
aries of  its  employees  shall  be.  I  cannot  understand 
it.  People  outside  of  City  Hall  cannot  understand 
it.  Everybody  is  asking  why  the  City  Government 
cannot  fix  the  pay  of  its  employees.  I  appeal  to  the 
Council,  if  it  is  proper  to  go  on  in  this  slip-shod  way. 
Is  it  right  and  ju»t  that  a  bill  which  ought  to 
have  been  fixed  during  the  first  three  mouths  in 
the  year,  shall  be  allowed  to  goon  in  this  way.  I 
say  that  until  this  matter  is  attended  tu,  the  Council 
ought  not  to  adjourn  for  24  hours.  Perhaps  the  blame 
is  with  the  other  branch,  but  we  cannot  escape  the 
blame,  and  can  certainly  do  our  part  toward  settliug 
the  question.  If  there  is  to  be  a  special  session  of  the 
other  branch  to  settle  the  question,  we  ought  to  be 
on  hand  to  do  our  part.  JS'ow,  is  there  any  reason 
for  meeting  on  Monday  next?  Certainly  there  is. 
The  Board  of  Aldermen  will  take  up  this  matter,  and 
probably  concur,  with  some  few  amendments  which 
they  undoubtedly  will  adopt,  and  send  it  to  us.  We 
can  act  upon  it,  and  if  there  are  differences  between 
the  two  branches,  we  can  hove  a  conference  commit- 
tee. The  gentleman  from  Ward  21  says  we  should 
have  time  to  consider  it.  I  don't  think  there  is  a 
gentleman  here  who  has  not  got  his  mind  made  up 
as  to  what  each  salary  should  oe.  The  Board  of  Al- 
derinenare  as  radically  different.  There  is  only  one- 
way out  of  it,  and  that  is  by  a  compro  uise  between 
the  two  branches.  Gentlemen  will  recollect  that,  if 
salaries  are  established  by  an  ordinance,  this  great 
bugbear  can  never  come  up  again.  The  salaries  so 
established  can  remain  until  they  are  changed  by  an 
ordinance,  and  then  there  will  be  no  trouble  here- 
after. I  say  it  i>  not  consonant  with  the  dignity  of 
this  body,  or  the  City  of  Boston,  to  carry  this  matter 
along  mouth  after  month,  and  not  settle  it. 

Mr.  Smith — I  don't  know  what  has  happened  to 
stir  up  members  so  suddenly  on  this  subject.  A  short 
■o,  when  the  Salary  bill  came  from  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  it  was  thought  best  to  lav  it  over  and 
have  it  printed,  SO  that  it  could  be  seen.  Now  wc 
propose  to  act  upon  it  without  seeing  what  the  other 
branch  do.  Then,  sir,  it  is  sprung  upon  the  Council 
when  half  the  members  are  away.  Many  members 
waited  three  or  four  week-  to  have  it  settled,  and 
have  gone  away  on  their  vacations  Several  gentle- 
men  who  are  away  have  asked  me  to  introduce  this 
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order.  If  it  is  so  very  important  to  be  acted  upon, 
tlie  Mayor  has  the  right  to  call  a  special  session  of 
both  branches  at  any  time. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

President  Bailey  iu  the  chair. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Smith  was  adopted,  yeas 
23,  nays  21 : 

Yeas— Bartlett,  Bigelow,  Boyle,  Child,  Denney, 
Devlin,  Fisk,  Fitzpatrick,  Ford,  Freeman,  Folan, 
Gove,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Mathews,  Pratt,  Quigley. 
Rosnosky,  Smith,  Viles,  Welch,  Wheeler,  Williams— 
23. 

Nays— Barry,  Beal,  Brimbecom,  H.  Clapp,  Cos- 
tello,  Cronin,  Daly,  Dana,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy, 
Farwell,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  P.  Morrison,  Pope, 
Powers,  Swan,  Wharton,  Whit-more — 21. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Bowker,  Brown,  H.  B. 
Clapp,  Coulin,  (Jonnell,  Cotton,  C.  F.  Doherty, 
Emery,  Greenough,  Harding,  Huntress,  Maguire, 
McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin, 
MaNamara,  Means,  N.  M.  morrison,  Mullett, 
Murphy,  Parkman,  Pray,  Rogers,  Teevan,  Wake- 
field,  Walsh— 26. 

The  order  as  amended  was  read  a  second  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  a  reconsideration, hoping  it  would 
not  prevail. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  adjourn.  Lost — 13  for,  25 
against. 

The  motion  to  recousider  waslo?t. 

THE  SITE  FOB  A  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Mr.  Gove  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule  in  order 
to  enable  him  to  move  to  reconsider  the  vote  where- 
by the  Council  assigned  to  the  first  meeting  in  Octo- 
ber the  further  consideration  of  the  report  and  order 
in  regard  to  purchasing  additional  land  for  the  site 
for  the  new  Public  Library  buildings. 

Mi-.  Fitzoatrick,  of  Ward  8,  asked  for  some  reas- 
ons for  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Gove — The  reason  is  this:  Early  in  the  year 
there  were  quite  a  number  of  matters  on  which  I  had 
something  to  say,  that  I  allowed  to  go  to  the  Finance 
Committee  without  speaking  upon  them,  intending 
to  make  some  remarks  when  they  came  from  the  Fi- 
nanc?  Committee.  Being  new  in  the  Council  at  that 
time,  I  unfortunately  didn't  hear  the  orders  when 
they  came  from  the  Finance  Committee,  and  they 
went  through  without  my  saying  anything  upon 
them.  If  this  is  a  matter  which  the  Council  oughtto 
act  promptly  upon,  it  oughtto  go  into  the  hands  of 
the  Finance  Committee  as  soon  as  possible.  When 
it  does  come  from  them — which  in  the  present  state 
of  affairs  cannot  be  until  the  last  of  September — I 
think  we  shall  be  ready  to  discuss  it  fully,  having 
had  an  opportunity  to  be  thoroughly  informed  as  to 
whether  the  city  ought  or  ought  not  to  purchase  the 
land,  and  can  act  properly.  That  Is  my  reason  for 
moving  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

The  rule  was  suspended.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Gove 
the  assignment  was  reconsidered,  and  the  subject 
was  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee.  Mr.  Gove 
moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  not  pre- 
vail.   Lost. 

Mr.  Gove  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

1,  Reports  of  city  officers.    Placed  on  file. 

2.  Order  requesting  the  Police  Commissioners  to 
enforce  the  provisions  of  Chap.  372,  Acts  of  1874, 
Sec.  129,  the  Dover-street  crossing  of  O.  C.  &  New- 
port R.  R. 

Mr.  Rosnosky,  of  Ward  15,  moved  to  indefinitely 
postpone. 

Mr.  Gove  hopedsome  reason  would  be  given. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — This  bridge  being  in  my  district  I 
don't  see  what  ther«  is  claimed  to  be  wrong  b.v  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  unless  some  member  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  has  some  ill-feeling  against  that 
road.  I  am  not  a  patron  of  the  road  and  don't  go 
out  on  it.  I  occasionally  cross  the  bridge  and  cannot 
see  why  it  is  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Police  Commissioners  to  this  matter.  There  is  no 
blockade  there,  and  I  cannot  see  any  reason  for 
offering  the  order  uuless  some  member  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  who  introduced  that  order,  might 
have  some  feeling  against  the  road.  Then  there  have 
been  several  times  when  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
have  taken  the  opportunity  to  indefinitely  postpone 
orders  when  they  have  come  from  us,  and  I  think  it 
it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  us  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone this  one,  and  exercise  the  same  privilege  with 
one  order  from  them. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  move  that  the  order 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police.  I  have  no- 
ticed two  or  three  times  that  orders  have  been  put  in 
here  requesting  the  Police  Commissioners  to  do 
something.    On   the  face  of  it,  that  is  merely  a  cen- 


sure of  the  board.  I  thitiic  the  mere  fact  that  an 
order  was  referred  to  the  Police  Committee  request- 
ing the  Police  Commissioners  to  do  something  that 
may  have  escaped  their  notice,  would  spur  them  up. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  withdrew  the  motion  to  indefinitely 
postpone. 

The  oraer  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police. 
Assistant  Harbor  Master,  and  South   Bay  Channel, 

3.  Report  and  order  requesting  Harbor  Master  to 
provide  additional  police  supervision  for  South  Bay 
or  Roxbury  channel. 

Report  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpat- 
rick tbe  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Police. 

Offal  Sheds. 

4.  Order  for  the  repair  ot  the  offal  depot  at  the 
south  yard,  and  the  sheds  and  buildings  connected 
with  the  south  and  west  city  stables.  Passed  in  con- 
currence under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14. 

Public  Institutions. 

5.  Report  and  order  requesting  the  provision  of 
$4000  to  pay  lor  additional  tire  extinguishing  facili- 
ties for  Deer  Island. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  inquired  whether  this 
was  merely  an  order  for  the  Committee  on  Finance 
to  provide  a  method  of  making  the  appropriation ,  or 
whether  this  order  requires  48  votes  to  pass  it,  it  be- 
ing an  additional  appropriation  to  a  board  already 
having  an  appropriation. 

The  President  ruled  that  this  is  an  instruction  to 
the  Finance  Committee  to  provide  some  n.eans  for 
making  the  appropriation;  that  it  is  not  in  itself  an 
appropriation,  and  would  afterwards  require  the 
action  ot  the  City  Coutcil  to  make  the  aopropriation 
and  authorize  the  expenditure. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  is  not  a  transfer  at  the  present 
time? 

The  President— The  Chair  would  so  rule. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

6.  Report  and  order  requesting  the  provision  of 
$7500  for  the  maintenance  of  Charlestown  Alms- 
house.   Order  Dassed  in  concurrence. 

Treasury  Accounts. 

7.  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, on  the  supplementary  accounts  ot  the  City 
Treasurer,    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

FREE    CONCERTS. 

Mr.  Devlin,  of  Ward  13,  called  for  the  special 
assignment  for  7.45  o'clock  P.  M.,  viz.: 

Order  for  a  joint  special  committee  to  take  charge 
of  the  free  concerts  during  the  remainder  of  the 
season,  with  authority  to  expend  for  the  purpose  an 
additional  sum  of  $1000. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Gove — I  have  but  a  word  to  say  udou  this  mat- 
ter. Mr.  Maeuire,  of  Ward  19,  would  be  here  to- 
night, I  supposed.  He  was  here  early  in  the  session. 
He  has  spoken  upon  this  matter,  and  has  it  thorough- 
ly in  his  own  mind,  and  is  therefore  able  to  present 
it  much  better  than  I  should.  But  it  seems  to  me  we 
have  spent  money  enough  upon  music  this  summer. 
I  therefore  move  to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Mi-.  Mathews  of  Ward  21—1  hope  the  motion  to 
indefinitely  postpone  will  not  prevail.  A  thousand 
dollars  seems  a  small  sum  for  this  city  to  spend  to  do 
as  much  good  as  this  expenditure  will.  I  think  that 
any  gentleman  who  will  go  u,ood  the  Common  and 
see  the  crowds  of  people  who  cannot  hear  good  mu- 
sic anywhere  else,  will  not  begrudge  a  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  benefit  of  those  who  cannot  get  out  of  the 
city  during  the  hot  weather. 

Mr.  Devlin — I  endorse  the  views  of  the  Jast  speak- 
er. It  striked  me  that  a  thousand  dollars  is  not  too 
large  a  sum  for  an  object  of  this  kind.  There  seems 
to  have  been  a  little  prejudice  in  regard  to  having 
all  the  concerts  on  Boston  Common.  Heretofore  we 
had  concerts  in  South  Boston,  East  Boston,  Roxbury 
and  other  outlying  districts.  But  this  year  it  was 
the  feeling  of  the  committee  that  there  should  be  a 
change.  It  seems  strange  to  me  that  the  opposition 
to  this  measure  comes  from  gentlemen  whose  constit- 
uents are  obliged  to  stay  at  home  during  the 
summer.  I  cannot  see  why  it  should  be  so.  1  think 
if  gentlemen  had  been  on  the  Common  two  weels 
ago  to  see  the  large  number  who  enjoy  those  con- 
certs, they  woul  not  object. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  lost  by  a 
rising  vote— 20  for,  17  against.  Before  the  result 
was  declared  Mr.  Devlin  doubted  the  vote,  and  on 
his  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  order  was  indefinitely  postponed — yeas  28, 
nays  16: 

Yeas— Bartlett,  Beal,  Boyle,  Brimbecom,  Child,  H. 
Clapp,  Denney,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Farwell 
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Fisk,  Ford,  Folan,  Gove,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley, 
Lanten,  McNamara,  P.  Morrison.  Fope,  Powers, 
Rosnosky,  Smith,  Swan,  Viles.  Welch,  Whitmore — 
28. 

Nays — Barry,  Bigelow,  Connell,  Cronin,  Daly, 
Dana,  Devlin.  Fitzpatrick,  Freeman,  Lovell,  Math- 
ews, Prate,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Williams — 16. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Bowker,  Brown,  H.  B 
Clapp,  Conlin,  C'ostello,  Cotton,  C.  F.  Doherty, 
Einerv,  Greenough,  Harding.  Huntress,  Maguire, 
McCormick,  J.  A .  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin, 
Means,  N.  M.  Morrison,  .Mullett,  Murphy,  Parkman, 
Fray,  Quiglev,  Rogers.  Teevan,  Wakefield,  Walsh— 
26 

Mr.  Gove  moved  a  reconsideration.  Lost.  Notice 
sent  up. 

PAY  OF  LABORERS. 

Notice  was  received  that  the  ordinance  to  regulate 
the  pay  of  laborers,  establishing  the  p»y  at  x2  per 
day  f o)  ten  hours'  work,  had  tailed  to  pass  in  the 
other  branch.    Placed  on  tile. 

INSPECTION  OF  PROVISIONS. 

Mr.  Bigelow  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  so  that  he 
might  introduce  an  order  concerning  the  health  of 
the  city,  which  was  necessary  to  be  acted  upon  at  the 
present  rime. 

The  Piesident  read  the  order  for  information. 

Mr.  Whitmore  ot  Ward  1LJ — I  don't  see  why  it  is 
necessary  to  introduce  that  out  of  the  regular  order. 
We  have*  the  .whole  evening  here,  and  the  gentleman 
can  offer  the  order  at  the  proper  time.  I  hope  the 
rure  will  not  be  suspended. 

.Mr.  Devlin — It  strikes  me  it  is  rather  aa  important 
order,  and  should  take  precedence  now.  Some  gen- 
tlemen art- in  the  habit  of  leaving  before  adjourn- 
ment, and  we  may  not  be  able  to  entertain  the  oroer. 

Mr.  Roshoskv  of  Ward  IB — I  do  not  see  any  neces- 
sity tor  suspending  the  rule.  We  have  a  gentleman 
in  charge  of  this  department,  ex- Alderman  Brooks, 
if  I  am  not  mistaken,  ind  we  can  refer  it  to  him  to 
look  after  it. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14 — I  believe  we  have  an  In- 
spector of  Provisions,  and  I  cannot  see  any  necessity 
I  or  suspending  the  rule. 

Mr.  Fitznatrick— Probably  the  gentleman,  who 
lives  out  ot  town,  wants  tu  go  home  eariy,  and  there- 
fore I  hope  he  will  have  an  opportunity  to  introduce 
the  order. 

Mr.  Bigelow— That  order  was  diawn  up  to  be  in- 
troduced last  Thursday  night,  but  the  Council  ad- 
journed before  I  could"  off.  r  it. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  Mr.  Bige'ow  offered 
the  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Co  nmittee  on  Health  be  re- 
quested to  report  wlat  action  should  be  taken  to 
protect  the  public  against  the  sale  of  diseased  and 
unwholesome  meat,  provisions  or  fruit. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

BUILDING     PERMITS. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Ward  8,  called  ay  the  special 
iment  for  8.30  o'clock  P.  M.,  viz.: 

Orders  authorizing  the  issue  of  building  permits  to 
the  I/nion  R.  R.  Co.  and  other  oarties. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  orders. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  suggested  at  the  last 
meeting  that  I  should  raise  the  point  of  order  that 
these  several  orders  were  in  conflict  with  Joint  Rule 
14: 

"So  order  or  vo'.e,  which,  if  Dassed,  would  have 
the  effect  to  amend,  suspend  or  repeal  an  ordinance, 
shall  be  entertained  in  either  branch  of  the  City 
Council,  unless  it  is  in  the  form  of  an  ordinance." 

The  President — What  section  of  the  ordinance  is 
amended  or  repealed  by  these  orders? 

Mr.  Pratt — On  page  137  of  the  Statutes  and  Ordin- 
ances, Section  22, the  City  Government  has  established 
the  liuildiug  limits  ami  the  restrictions  in  said  limits. 
In  section  23  the  City  Government  regulated  by 
ordinance  the  construction  of  buildings  outside  those 
limits,  and  I  believe  it  was  stated  by  the  gentleman 
on  the  committee  that  these  orders  relate  tn  build- 
ings proposed  to  be  erected  outside  of  those  limits. 
that  is,  within  the  territory  affected  by  Section  23  of 
the  Ordinance, 

The  President— Under  what  section  do  these  orders 
funic? 

.Mr.  Pratt— Under  Section  23,  and  also  under  Sec- 
ti  uis  26,  26,  27  and  28.  As  there  are  several  orders,  I 
believe  they  would  have  the  effect  to  suspend  all 
those  lections  of  the  ordinance.  I  would  simply 
make  one  further  suggestion,  that  if  these  orders 
call  lor  authontj  to  call  for  what  is  permitted  under 
the  ordinance,  and  which  is  subject  to  the  discretion 
of  the  in-pector  of  Buildings, then  there  i-  no  reason 
.  action  of  the  City  Coun-il.  Evidently,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  committee,  they  arc  not  all  in 


that  category,  and  therefore  do  not  come  within  the 
category  of  things  which  are  in  violation  of  the 
ordinance,  if  the  consent  of  the  City  Government 
was  not  given  to  them.  That  being  the 
case,  ami  it  being  necessary  to  have  the 
consent  of  the  City  Council  on  issuing  the  per- 
mits on  these  petitions,  the  effect  would  be  to  sus- 
pend an  ordinance  by  a  measure  in  the  form  of  an 
order. 

The  President— How  does  it  appear  that  these  or- 
ders are  in  conflict  with  that  section? 

Mr.  Frait— I  tind  it  difficult  to  answer  the  Chair, 
as  the  orders  were  only  read  by  their  title,  and  1 
have  not  seen  them. 

The  President  read  one  of  the  orders,  which  is  in 
the  usual  iorm;  also  the  petition. 

The  President  read  Section  24  of  the  ordinance: 

"The  restrictions  on  the  erection  of  wooden  build- 
ings, contained  in  the  preceding  section,  shall  not  be 
held  to  apply  to  buildings  erected  at  a  distance  of 
fifty  feet  or  more  from  any  other  building,  and  from 
any  street,  alley  or  lane  in  the  city,  open,  or  intend- 
ed to  oe  opened  for  public  passage,  whether  accepted 
or  not  by  the  city." 

The  President— How  does  it  appear  that  these  cases 
do  not  come  withing  that  exception? 

Mr.  Pratt— It  appears  that  they  do  not  come  within 
that  exception,  oecause  the  petition  states  on  the 
face  of  it  that  it  is  a  request  to  do  something  con- 
trary to  the  ordinance. 

The  President— The  ordinance  savs  no  building 
shall  he  erected,  etc.,  and  then  it  provides  that  those 
restrictions  shall  not  apply  to  buildings  at  a  certain 
distance  from  other  buildings,  streets,  etc.  It  does 
not  appear  that  this  comes  within  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Pratt: — In  the  first  place  there  is  no  suggestion, 
either  in  the  petition  or  in  the  committee's  report, 
that  it  does  come  within  this  category.  When  there 
is  no  proof  that  it  does,  the  presumption  is  that  it 
does  net.  It  ir,  came  within  those  provisions,  they 
would  not  petition  for  liberty  to  have  it  done.  The 
presumption  is  that  it  does  not  come  within  that  sec- 
tion of  the  ordinance.  The  petition  referred  to  the 
committee  states  that  permission  is  asked  to  do  some- 
thing which  is  in  violation  of  the  ordinance.  If  I 
make  my  meaning  clear  on  those  two  points— 1st,  that 
if  it  does  come  within  Section  24,  it  need  not  come 
before  us  (and  the  presumption  is  that  it  does  not, 
because  it  is  here);  and,  2d,  that  the  petition 
states  on  its  face  tiiat  they  ask  for  leave  to  erect  a 
building  contrary  to  the  regulations  laid  down  In  the 
ordinance.  If  that  is  so,  any  measure  of  that  kind 
must  be  in  the  form  of  an  ordinance. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  woald  ask  if  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  21  relies  upon  Joint  Rule  14? 

The  President— The  point  he  makes  is  that  it  is  in 
conflict  with  Joint  Rule  14. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  want  to  call  attention  to  the 
question  whether  that  joint  rule  has  any  effect  upon 
the  deliberations  of  the  Council.  1  have  endeavored 
to  find  the  action  on  the  passage  of  the  rule;  my  re- 
collection is  very  distinct  that  this  was  one  of  the 
peculiar  ideas  which  Mr.  Crocker  brought  up  in  1876, 
desiring  to  adopt  what  might  be  a  very  useful  rule; 
but  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor,  when 
taken  at  that  time,  and  which  can  probably  be  found 
in  the  minutes  of  1876  or  '77,  that  it  was  one  of  those 
things  which  the  Council  could  not  pass,  and  that  we 
could  not  undertake  to  do  away  with  the  wishes  ot 
the  majority,  when  only  a  majority  vote  was  legally 
necessary;  that  the  form  of  an  order  or  an  ordinance 
was  not  presented  by  law,  except  so  far  as  it 
specified  what  measures  could  be  passed  by 
ordinance,  and  that  an  order  passed  by  ei- 
other  branch,  on  a  subject  on  which  it  was  compe- 
tent to  pass,  could  be  passed  by  a  majority  without 
regard  to  any  previous  orders  or  ordinances.  If  I 
remember  rightly,  this  rule  was  drafted  two  or  three 
times  to  get  round  the  decision  of  the  City  Solicitor. 
My  recollection  is  so  plain,  that  if  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  will  affect  the  matter,  I  shall  move  that  the 
whole  suoject  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  to  look  up  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solici- 
tor. 

The  President— The  trouble  with  the  gentleman's 
point  is  that  the  City  Council  have  adopted  this  rule 
for  their  government.  We  have  ourselves  ratified 
the  orders  and  ordinances  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Whitmore  -Exactly,  but,  as  I  understand  the 
opinion  ;f  tfcs  City  S;l;;it::r  it  is  precisely  the  same 
point  which  he  decided  in  187(1. 

Mr.  Dohertv,  of  Ward  7,  raised  the  point  of  ortler 
that  there  was  not  a  quorum  present. 

The  President  ruled  the  point  not  well  taken. 

Mr.  W hitmore— Our  rules  require  a  two-thirds 
vote  to  alter  them,  but  the  City  Solicitor  said  that 
was  only  an  honorary  agreement,  and  if  a  majority 
of  the  Council  chose  to  direct  a  thing  tobedone 
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which  by  its  own  rule  required  a  two-thirds  vote,  the 
Chair  would  have  no  right  to  refuse  to  entertain  it, 
and  that  a  two-thirds  vote  could  not  be  required 
where  the  law  says  a  majority  vote  is  all  that  is 
necessary.  1  think  that  the  point  raised  at  the  time 
the  first  rule  was  passed  was  that  the  Council  could 
not  by  agreement  tie  its  hands  either  by  a  joint  rule, 
or  pass  a  rule  of  that  kind  itself.  It  is  In  the 
power  of  both  branches  tu  refuse  to  pass  an 
order  because  it  is  in  conflict  with  an  ordinance. 
I  would  not  raise  the  point,  except  that  the  City 
Solicitor  is  in  print,  and  this  rule  has  been  changed 
several  times  to  get  round  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Solicitor.  If  it  stands  in  this  form  it  has  not  more 
force  than  when  Mr.  Crocker  brought  it  in.  I  have 
a  clear  recollection  of  the  question  being  raised  in 
3876  or  1877,  and  covering  the  proceedings  of  two  or 
three  rneetinjs.  They  tried  to  get  round  the  very 
convenient  custom  of  repealing  an  ordinance  by  ail 
order,  but  it  was  not  done,  for  in  point  of  law  an  or- 
dinance can  be  repealed  by  an  order. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  have  no  doubt  that  if  the  City  Gov- 
ernment should  pass  an  order  which  suspended  an 
ordinance,  and  the  point  was  raised  after  its  passage 
that  it  was  not  a  legal  order,  the  gentleman  might  be 
correct.  But  when  in  the  course  of  an  order  through 
the  Council  the  point  is  raised  that  it  is  not  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  joint  rules,  it  seems  that  it  is  quite 
a  different  question,  and  one  that  has  not  been  passed 
upon  by  tne  City  Solicitor.  As  was  suggested  by  the 
Chair  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  we  established 
certain  rules  for  the  conduct  of  business  here.  When 
the  question  is  raised  we  are  bound  to  conduct  our- 


selves according  to  that  agreement.  I  believe  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  been  on  the  Committee 
of  Rules  and  Orders  for  the  past  three  years,  and 
has  reported  in  favor  of  adopting  this  rule.  It  seems 
rather  curious  fur  him  to  object  to  its  enforcement. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25 — The  Council  seems  to 
take  so  little  interest  in  this  discussion  that  for  want 
of  a  quorum  I  move  we  adjourn. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick— I  hope  the  gentleman  will  with- 
draw that  motion.  There  is  important  business  to  be 
transacted. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  declared  carried.  Mr. 
Fitzpatiick  doubted  the  vote,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered.  The  Council  voted  to  adjourn— yeas 
29,  nays  17: 

Yeas — Bartlett,  Beal,  Bigelow,  Bowker,  Brirobe- 
com,  Daly,  Dana,  Deuney,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy, 
Farwell,  Fisk,  Folan,  Gove,  Hosley,  LautenJ  Lovell, 
Mathews,  McCormick,  McNamara,  P.  Morrison, 
Pope,  Powers,  Quigley,  Smith,  Swan,  Welch,  Whit- 
more — 29. 

Nays— Boyle,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  Costello,  Cronin, 
Devlin,  Fitzpatrick,  Ford,  Freeman,  Hart,  Hilton, 
Pratt,  Rosnosky,  Viles,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Wil- 
liams—17. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Brown,  H.  B.  Clapp, 
Conlin,  Connell,  Cotton,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Emery, 
Greenough,  Harding,  Huntress,  Maguire,  J,  A.  Mc- 
Laughlin, P.  J.  McLaughlin,  Means,  N.  M.  Morri 
son,  Mullett,  Murphy,  Parknian,  Pray,  Rogers.  Tee 
van,  Wakefield,  Walsh— 24. 

The  Council  was  declared  adjourned  until  the  third 
Thursday  in  September. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Speeial  Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. 

AUGUST  39,  1881. 


Special  meeting  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
O'Brien,  chairman,  presiding. 

The  Chairman  read  the  following: 

City  of  Boston,      ) 
Executive  Department.  ) 
S.  F.  McCleaiy,  Esq.,  City  Clerk. 

Please  notify  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men that  I  have  called  a  special  meeting  of  the 
board  for  Monday,  Arg.  29,  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  to 
consider  the  Sslarv  bill. 

Frederick  O.  Prince,  Mayor. 

Aug.  25,  1881. 

petitions  referred. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges— Boston  Wharf  Co. 
and  others,  that  the  draw  ot  the  Mt.  Washington-ave- 
nue bridge  be  widened. 

To  the  Committee  on  Market,  etc.— Gen.  W.  Hollis 
and  others,  for  the  location  of  public  scales  in  North 
Brighton. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board— Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  fol 
i  ows: 

Walworth  Manufacturing  Co.,  new  wooden,  20 
k  orses,  O  street,  near  East  First  street,  Ward  14. 

Saml.  Williams,  uew  wooden,  2  horses,  Clarence 
place,  Ward  24. 

N.  Y.  Robinson,  old  wooden,  10  horses,  Dorchester 
avenue  in  rear  and  adjoining  Dorchester  Gas  Co., 
Ward  24. 

Annie  W.  Brewster,  old  wooden,  2  horses,  80  Wal- 
nut avenae,  Ward  21. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.— Massachusetts  Chari- 
table Mechanic  Association,  for  leave  to  erect  six 
iron  lamp  posts  in  sidewalk  in  front  of  their  building 
on  Huntington  avenue. 

Patrick  H.  Rogers,  that  the  railroad  crossing  on 
Rogers  avenue  be  planked. 

Lawrence  D.  Welby  and  others,  that  the  several 
street  railway  companies  be  compelled  to  reduce  the 
cost  of  single  fares  to  5  cents  each,  and  to  post  rules 
and  regulations  of  Board  of  Aldermen  in  their  cars. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and.  Inspection  af 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board— B.  F.  Bradbury 
for  leave  to  change  location  of  a  druggist's  mortar 
from  443  Washington  street  to  495  on  said  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— Alfonzo  French  et 
ale.,  for  a  lamp  on  Lucas  street,  opposite  the  pas- 
sageway. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Jurors  wer«  drawn  for  the  September  term  of  the 
courts  as  follows : 
Three  grand,  United  States  District. 
Thirty-six  traverse,  Superior  Criminal. 
Eighty  traverse.  Supreme  Judicial. 

CONSTABLE'S    BOND. 
The  bond  of  Henry  P.  Kennedy,  Constable,  being 
presented  duly  certitied  by  the  City  Treasurer,  was 
approved  by  the  board. 

PAPER  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

An  order  came  up  for  the  Committee  on  Health  to 
report  wliat  measures  are  necessary  to  protect  the 
health  of  the  city  from  the  sale  ot  diseased  meat, 
fruits,  etc.    Concurred. 

PETITIONS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Petitions  were  received  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
steam  engines  as  follows: 

Walworth  Manufacturing  Co.,  125  horse-power, 
corner  First  and  O  streets. 

Chauncey  Rublier  Co.,  14-16  Hamilton  street,  12 
horse-power  engine. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings  thereon 
on  Monday,  Sept.  19th,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

ASSISTANT  HARBOR  MASTER. 
Alderman  Curtis  offered  an  order— That  his  Honor 
the  Ma)  c  r  be  requested  to  petition  the  General  Court 
at  its  next  session  for  such  legislation  as  may  be 
necessary  to  urovide  for  the  appointment  of  one  or 
more  assistants  to  the  Harbor  Master  of  the  Port  ot 
Boston. 


Alderman  Curtis— 1  find  that  the  order  passed  last 
week  in  relation  to  the  havbor  police  has  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Police  by  the  ommon 
Council.  I  have  examined  the  statute  pretty  thor- 
oughly, and  find  that  the  Harbor  Master  has  today 
no  power  wha'ever  to  act  bv  a  deputy;  he  can  only 
act  in  person.  He  has  a  harbor  police  ui  der  him, 
but  has  no  right  to  deputize  any  one  of  the  police  to 
move  a  vessel  or  act  as  Harbor  Master.  The  conse- 
quence is  you  have  only  one  Harbor  Master  iu  your 
harbor,  and  he  cannot  act  through  aDy  other  indi- 
vidual; he  must  act  personally.  TDat  is  the  reason  I 
ha\e  introduced  an  order  to  carry  it  to  the  legisla- 
ture. I  thought  I  would  do  so  in  order  that  the  com- 
mittee would  have  no  further  trouble. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

THE  OLD  STATE  HOUSE. 

Alderman  Woolley  called  for  the  special  assign- 
ment for  the  next  meeting,  viz.,  The  matters  rela- 
ting to  the  restoration  and  lease  of  the  Old  State 
House. 

Alderman  Curtis  understood  that  was  assigned  to 
the  next  regular  meeting,  and  this  is  a  special  meet- 
ing. 

Alderman  Woolley  said  other  business  had  been 
introduced,  ami  he  could  see  no  objection  to  taking 
this  up  and  disposing  of  it. 

Alderman  Frost  said  this  meeting  was  called  to 
consider  the  Salary  bill,  and  be  hoped  other  matters 
would  not  be  taken  up  until  that  was  disposed  of. 
The  matter  ot  salaries  has  been  pending  long  enough. 

The  motion  to  take  up  the  olu  State  House  matter 
was  lost— 3  for,  8  against. 

[For  action  on  this  subject,  see  later  in  the  session.] 

SALARIES  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

The  board  next  proceeded  to  consider  the  salary 
question,  being  the  ordinance  fixing  salaries,  as  found 
iu  City  Document  108,  as  amenned  by  the  Commou 
Council.  [The  reference  herein  to  sections  and 
amounts  are  to  the  document  as  amended  by  the 
Council.] 

Section  1.  Establishing  salaries  of  the  officers 
afterward  named  in  the  ordinance,  from  April  1st, 
1881,  until  otherwise  ordered,  excepting  as  otherwise 
specified. 

Section  2.  Mayor,  $5000.    Concurred. 

Alderman  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Mayor's  Clerk,  $1800. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  hope  we  shall  adhere  to 
our  former  action  in  relation  to  the  salary  of 
the  Mayor's  Clerk.  I  believe  it  is  a  very  impor- 
tant position.  It  requires  a  great  deal  of  intelli- 
gence and  good  judgment  to  rill  that  position,  and 
be  ought  to  receive  a  fair  salary.  Two  thousand  dol- 
lars a  vear  is  but  a  fair  salary  for  the  services  render- 
ed. Other  clerks  in  City  Hall  receive  $2500  and  $3000 
a  year,  and  their  responsibilities  are  no  greater  than 
those  which  rest  upon  the  Mayoi's  Clerk. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  O'Brien  the  salary  was 
fixed  at  $2000,  and  the  section  as  amended  was  adopt- 
ed. 

Section  3.  City  Clerk  $4000,  Assistant  City  Clerk 
$2000. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  hope  we  shall  adhere  to 
our  former  action  by  making  the  salary  of  the 
City  Clerk  $5000,  and  I  move  to  so  amend  this  sec- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis  the  salary  of  the 
City  Clerk  was  fixed  at  $4500.  The  section  as  amended 
was  adopted. 

Section  4.  Clerk  of  Common  Council  $2000,  Assist- 
ant Clerk  of  Common  Council  $1500.    Concurred. 

Section  5.  Clerk  of  Committees,  $3000,  Assistant 
Clerk  of  Committees,  $1500. 

Alderman  O'Brien — 1  move  to  amend  by  making 
the  salary  of  the  Clerk  of  Committees  $350U  and  his 
assistant  $1600.  A  clerk  of  committees  has  been 
pam  $4000  a  year.  I  believe  the  services  of  our  pres- 
ent clerk  are  as  valuable  to  the  City  Government  as 
those  of  any  of  his  predecessors  have  ever  been.  If 
we  make  his  salary  $3500,  it  will  be  $500  less  than  his 
predecessor  received. 

Theamendment  was  adopted,  and  the  section  passed 
as  amended. 

Section  6.  City  Messenger  and  assistants.  Con- 
eurred. 

Section  7.  City  Treasurer  $4300  and  $700  for  Tieas- 
urerof  the  Commissioners  on  the  Sinking  Funds. 

Alderman  Slade — I  believe  this  board  fixed  the 
salary  of  the  City  Treasurer  at  $7500,  which  shoulcr 
be  in  full  for  all  services.  It  seems  to  me  that  wasn't 
far  out  of  the  way.  When  the  City  Treasurer  has  to 
go  among  fifteen  or  twenty  of  his  friends  to  get  them 
to  become  his  bondsmen  to  the  amount  of  $150,000— 
and  I  don't  know  how  any  man  has  the  cheek  to  do 
that;  I  couldn't  have— 1  think  in  consideration  of  tlie 
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fact  that  the  Treasurer  has  to  give  such  bonds 
that  he  is  responsible  lor  all  his  clerks,  I  think 
the  Council  have  made  a  mistake  in  making 
his  salary  so  low.  It  seems  to  me  we  ought 
to  do  differently,  and  adhere  to  our  former  ac- 
tion in  making  the  salary  $7500,  $1000  of  which  of 
course  goes  for  the  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
Commissioners. 

Alderman  O'Brien— This  matter  was  discussed  so 
much  when  the  Salary  bill  was  considered  that  1  hesi- 
tate to  sav  a  word  about  it,  and  would  have  been 
willing  to  have  voted  on  this  salary  in  concurrence 
or  non-concurrence  without  a  word,  if  the  Alderman 
had  not  made  his  brief  remarks.  In  answer  to  what 
he  has  said,  I  would  merely  say  that  twenty  well- 
known  citizens  of  Boston  are  now  seeking  to  be 
Postmaster  of  Boston;  salary  $4000,  bonds  #200,000. 
I  will  guarantee  to  say  that  500  well-known  citizens 
of  Boston  would  be  willing  to  give  $150,000  bonds 
if  they  could  get  a  salary  of  $5000  for  their  ser- 
vices. I  repeat  it,  that  1  understand  tUat  twenty 
well-known  citizens  are  anxious  to  be  placed  at 
the  head  of  our  Postoffice  at  a  salary  of  $1000  a 
year,  and  give  $200,000  bonds  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  their  duties,  and  I  have  fno  doubt  that 
500  well-known  citizens  would  be  willing  to  take  the 
office  of  City  Treasurer  at  $5000  a  year  and  give 
$150,000  bonds.  The  mere  responsibility  tor  his 
clerks  is  reduced  tu  almost  a  trifling  matter.  The 
Treasurer  can  go  to  an  insurance  company  and  with 
the  bonds  required  from  his  clerks,  $20,000  from 
one,  $10,000  from  another,  Sec.',  he  can  be  guaranteed 
against  loss  by  them  by  their  paying  a  very  small  per- 
centage on  the  amount  of  their  salaries.  There  is  no 
great  risk  in  this  matter,  and  I  don't  see  why  the  pre- 
sent City  Government  should  put  their  hands  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  City  of  Boston  and  pay  that 
officer  $2500'ayearmorethanhasever  been  paid  to  any 
other  Treasurer  of  the  city.  I  do  not  believe  in  that 
way  of  doing  bnsiness,  and  I  hope  the  board  will 
concur  with  the  Common  Council  in  paying  that 
officer  $5000  a  year,  which  I  think  is  all  that  he  is 
worth,  and  all  that  any  man  is  worth  that  fills  that 
position. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  do  not  see  what  the  fact  that 
there  are  so  m-any  people  iD  the  city  of  Boston  ready 
to  take  the  office  has  to  do  with  this  case.  There 
isn't  a  position  in  the  City  Hall  or  anywhere  else, 
with  a  salary,  but  a  great  many  people  are  ready  to 
take  it,  aiid  even  many  positions  where  there 
is  no  salary  attached.  I  don't  know,  but  1 
presume  that  the  Postmaster  has  an  opportu- 
nity to  make  commissions  on  the  sale  of 
stamps;  but  whether  he  has  or  not,  it  has 
nothing  to  do  with  this  case.  Here  is  an  old,  tried 
and  faithful  servant  of  the  city,  who  has  been  tested 
in  numerous  positions,  and  has  always  come  up  to 
the  standard.  He  has  been  induced  to  take  this  posi- 
tion with  the  understanding  that  his  salary  should 
be  increased,  but  we  are  not  responsible  for  that, 
and  it  is  no  matter.  A  great  deal  has  been  said 
about  what  has  been  paid  the  treasurers  of  other 
cities,  and  much  stress  was  laid  upon  the  fact  that 
Chicago  pays  but  $2400.  I  took  it  for  granted  it  was 
all  so,  and  had  no  doubt  it  was  true.  But  I  went  to 
Chicago  a  short  time  ago,  and  went  into  City  Hall, 
and  made  some  inquiries.  I  find  that  the  treasurer  is 
paid  $2400,  but  that  isnotthewbolestory.  Theoffice 
is  a  fortune  to  the  Incumbent.  He  merely  gives  the 
bonds,  and  has  no  one  to  tell  him  what  to  do  with  the 
money.  He  can  deposit  it  where  he  pleases,and  receive 
interest  on  the  deposits.  I  notice  by  the  report  that 
he  had  nearly  $2,000,000  to  manipulate  and  use  as  he 
saw  tit.  At  the  time  Mr.  Gage  was  Treasurer  the 
office  was  worth  $50,000.  If  their  system  was  the 
same  as  ours,  and  he  had  a  committee  to  direct  the 
deposits  in  the  banks,  and  the  city  receive  interest 
on  the  deposits,  there  would  be  a  great  saving.  I 
notice  that  their  City  Collector  was  a  defaulter.  I 
think  it  is  very  much  better,  when  you  have  a  well- 
tried  and  trusted  man,  to  pay  him  a  fair  salary,  and 
let  the  citv  have  the  benefit  of  all  the  interest  on  the 
money,  and  have  a  committee  to  see  that  the  money 
is  deposited  in  safe  banks  where  it  will  be  well  taken 
care  of.  A  good  deal  has  been  said  about  other  cities, 
and  I  presume  that  when  the  matter  is  probed  and 
looked  into,  you  will  find  there  are  many  other  cases 
like  this  one  in  Chicago.  Here  the  Treasurer  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  money.  Itis  put  into  the  banks 
and  he  gets  no  income  from  it.  I  hope  he  will  be 
paid  a  liberal  salary. 

Alderman  Slade— Before  the  retrenchment  four 
years  ago  the  Citv  Treasurer  received  $5000  and 
$1000  for  Treasurer  ot  the  SiDking  Funds. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  am  very  glad  the  Alderman 
has  been  to  Chicago.  I  have  no  doubt  he  has  received 
valuable  information  about  the  finances  of  that  city. 
But  when  he  spoke  of  other  cities  he  must  have  alluded 


to  an  able  speech  made  in  the  other  branch.  We 
quote  salaries  in  Boston;  we  don't  talk  about  Chi- 
cago. The  gentleman  who  made  the  able  speech  mthe 
other  branch  on  salaries  quoted  salaries  in  other 
places.  I  am  rejoiced  that  the  gentleman  has  been  to 
Chicago,  and  hope  that  the  looseness  with  which  the 
finances  of  that  city  are  mauaged,  will  induce  him 
to  hring  forward  restraints  in  relation  to  our  Treas- 
ury Department,  which  would-be  far  better  than 
raising  the  salary  of  the  Treasurer.  We  commence 
at  the  wrong  end.  We  propose  to  raise  the  salary  of 
the  Treasurer,  and  not  a  single  check  has  be3n  made 
since  the  defalcation  in  that  department,  to  proteet 
our  Treasurer.  I  repeat  that  we  ought  to  protect  our 
Treasurer  in  the  first  place  and  fix  his  salary  after- 
wards. If  we  protect  our  Treasurer,  then  we  can 
fix  his  salary.  The  Treasurer  of  the  City  of  Boston 
can  do  a  great  many  things  that  I  think  we  ought 
to  know.  Who  knows  anything  about  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  City  of  Boston?  It  is  a  sort  of  sealed 
book.  "You  know  nothing  about  it.  To-day,  the 
banks  are  glad  to  get  money  and  pay  6  per 
cent,  for  it.  Who  knows  what  our  Treasurer  re- 
ceives for  the  $500,000  oi  $2,000,000  he  has  deposit- 
ed in  the  city  banks.  A  year  ago  I  tried  to  induce 
the  City  Council  to  force  the  City  Treasurer  to  give 
us  some  light  on  the  operations  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment from  month  to  month;  to  let  us  know 
where  he  deposited  his  money.  It  he  would  let  us 
know  where  he  deposits  his  money,  perhaps  that 
simple  statement  might  be  an  explanation  why  cer- 
tain men  are  so  anxious  about  the  Treasurer's  salary. 
It  is  a  great  perquisite  for  a  bank  to  get  money  from 
the  City  of  Boston  at  2%  per  cent,  when  it  is  paying 
6  per  cent,  to  other  parties.  If  we  take  up  the  Phil- 
adelphia North  American  of  a  certain  day  in  the 
week,  we  find  a  statement  like  this: 

"Receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  City  Treasury 
for  one  week." 

Then  they  give  his  receipts  and  expenditures,  the 
amount  of  money  on  hand,  and  the  amount  deposited 
in  the  following  banks:  Girard  $439,000,  etc. 

Even  a  simple  statement  oh  that  kind  would  be  in- 
formation to  the  members  of  the  board.  A  study  of 
the  banks  where  this  money  is  deposited  might  ex- 
plain the  whole  story  of  the  bonds  of  the  City  Treas- 
urer. I  believe,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  $5000ayearis 
all  we  ought  to  pay  our  Treasurer,  and  1  hope  the 
board  will  concur  with  the  Council. 

Alderman  Whitten — The  remarks  of  the  Alderman 
in  regard  to  the  pricepaid  for  money  by  banks  to-day 
needs  some  explanation.  1  have  no  doubt  the  banks 
would  be  glad  to  take  money  and  pay  the  rate  of 
interest  at  the  Clearing  House  all  the  year.  The 
rate  to-day  happens  to  be  high,  but  it  is  temporary. 
It  will  last  but  a  few  days,  and  then  go  back  to  1% 
and  2  per  cent.  The  banks  will  always  pay  depositors 
like  the  City  of  Boston  all  they  can  afford  to,  because 
they  have  to  pay  a  tax  to  the  government  while  loan- 
ing money  at  3V2  per  cent.  This  flurry  to-day  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  depositing  of  money  by  the 
Treasurer.  If  he  were  to  run  out  and  change  his 
bank  of  deposit  for  a  few  days,  m  order  to  get  6 
per  cent.,  he  could  not  get  more  than  1  per  cent, 
the  rest  of  the  year.  The  gentleman  alluded  to  the 
able  speech  of  hi  >  friend  in  the  Common  Council .  Chi- 
cago was  the  only  point  I  struck  and  the  only  bubble 
that  I  could  prick.  In  Chicago  they  have  a  County 
Treasurer  and  pay  him  six  thousand  dollars  a  year, 
and  Chicago  City  and  County  are  practically  the 
same.  They  also  have  a  Comptroller  of  the  Trea'sury. 
1  think  the  City  of  Boston  is  doing  much  better  than 
Chicago  in  the  way  of  salaries  for  her  financial 
officers. 

Alderman  Hersey— The  Alderman  opposite  says 
that  a  low  salary  and  a  committee  to  devise  checks 
and  manage  the  department  is  the  proper  thing. 

Aldermen  O'Brien— It  the  Alderman  will  allow 
me;  I  did  not  say  a  low  salary;  because  it  is  my 
opinion  that  five  thousand  dollars  is  a  high  sal- 
ary. 

Alderman  Hersey— Now,  with  our  past  experience 
we  cannot  depend  much  on  a  committee  to  devise 
those  checks,  because  it  is  not  appointed  particularly 
for  ability  in  that  direction.  We  have  to  rely  upon 
the  Treasurer  himself,  to  protect  himself,  with  his 
skill  and  proper  knowledge  of  the  duties  of  the  of- 
fice. The  recent  experience  we  have  passed  through 
shows  how  the  city  has  lost  through  want  of  atten- 
tion to  the  proper  duties  of  the  office.  Now,  we  have 
chosen  a  man  for  Treasurer,  who  in  our  opinion 
has  a  proper  amount  of  skill  in  the  direction  of 
accounts,  and  for  that  reason  it  seems  to  me 
we  should  pay  him  a  proper  salary  for  his 
services.  I  believe  the  amount  fixed  by  this 
board  is  not  a  high  salary.  In  view  of  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  position,  I  hope  the  board  will  adhere 
to  their  former  action. 
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Alderman  Tucker— Lest  tliere  should  oe  an  erron 
eons  impression  go  abroad,  I  would  like  to  correct 
the  remarks  of  the  Alderman  on  my  left.  He  says 
there  has  been  no  protection  in  regard  to  the  Treas- 
urer adopted  since  the  defalcation.  There  has  been, 
so  far  as  the  Sinking  Funds  are  concerned.  The 
Treasurer  has  no  power  even  to  draw  a  check  with- 
out its  being  countersigned  by  the  Auditor,  who  is 
Secretary  of  the  Commissioners, and  the  Mayor.  The 
Sinking  Fund- are  potected  in  that  way. 

Alderman  Slade— I  believe  the  Alcteriuan  stated 
that  it  was  impossible  to  Bnd  where  the  money  is  de- 
posited. I  would  like  to  know  if  I  understood  him 
correctly,  and  I  would  like  to  know  if  that  is  a  fact, 
that  he  or  any  other  member  cannot  find  out  where 
the  moneys  of  the  city  are  deposited. 

Alderman  O'Brien— The  Alderman  has  misunder- 
stood ine.  I  said  it  would  be  well  if  a  statement  of 
that  kind  were  published  monthly.  About  a  year 
ago  T  introduced  an  ordinance  for  the  City  and 
Conwy  Treasurer  to  furnish  a  statement  every  month 
of  his  doings,  and  where  the  money  was  deposited. 
The  ordinance  still  remains  in  rhe  pigeon  hole  of  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances.  I  also  offered  an  ordi- 
nance last  December  to  put  checks  upon  Hie 
Treasurer.  That  ordinance  is  still  in  the  hands  of 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  The  Committees  on 
Treasury  and  Accounts  may  have  put  some  few  re- 
straints upon  this  mutter,  hut  what  1  mean  to  say  is 
that  the  City  Council  as  a  City  Council  haye  taken 
no  action  in  flu  matter,  and  they  are  the  parties 
who  ougtit  to  take  action  on  it. 

Alderman  Tueker— The  Treasurer  oi  the  Sinking 
Fund  makes  a  report  to  the  Commissioners  once  a 
month,  showing  where  all  the  rnonei  is,  certain 
amounts  being  in  the  Merchants'  Bank,  Howard,  .Mt. 
Vernon-  herever  it  is  deposited.     That  ex- 

to  the  l.oard  every  month. 

Alderman  O'Brien— The   Alderman   who  has  just 
taken  his  seat  is  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Or- 
es.    I  would  ask  him  what  has  been  -lone  with 
the  following  ordinance: 

"Amend  section  3  of  the  ordinance  in  relation  to 
Finance  lv  inserting  after  the  word  'decision,'  in 
enty-flrst  line,  the  following:  'It  shall  , he  the 
duty  of  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  to  examine  once 
every  three  months,  and  ortener  if  he  deems  it  expe- 
dient, the  hooks  and  account-  ol  the  City  and  County 
Treasurer,  and  report  the  result  of  said  examination 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance.' 

"Section  10  ol  -aid  ordinance  is  hereby  repealed, 
and  the  following  enact  d  in  place  thereof :  'Section 
10.  The  City  and  County  Treasurer  shall  submit  to 
the  City  Council  a  monthly  statement,  giving  in  de- 
tail the  amount  of  money  received  by  him  and  from 
what  source,  and  the  amount  disbursed  ami  for  what 
purpose.  Bis  books  and  accounta  shad  he  ooen  at 
all  times  to  the  examination  of  tile  Auditor  of  Ac- 
oi'l  he  shall  afford  all  necessary  facilities  for 
examinations.3 " 

[  would  like  to  ask  him  what  has  been  done  with 
that  ordinance  by  the  Committee  on  Ordinances? 

Alderman  Tucker — The  Committee  on  Ordinances 
have  had  a  very  large  amount  of  work  before  them. 
I  don't  pretend  to  keep  in  ineiuorv  the  exact  work 
done.  This  is  a  matter  which  I  'lid  not  consider  of 
so  much  importance  as  I  do  the  knowing  where  the 
i-  that  belongs  to  the  city.  The  statement 
having  been  made  that  we  did  not  know  where  the 
mono  of  the  city  was  deposited, ' I  made  an  expla- 
nation with  a  view  of  enlightening  the  board  and 
letting  them  know  that  the  Commissioners  on  the 
Sinking  Funds  were  looking  after  that  matter,  and 
do  have  a  report  once  a  month  where  the  money  is 
deposited.  The  statement  is  brought  in  every  month 
showing  what  amount  of  money  is  in  each  bank.  I 
do  not  think  there  is  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  who  can  answer  the  Alderman's  question, 
i  cannot. 

Alderman  Breck — In  reference  to  the  ordinance 
spoken  of  by  the  Alderman  on  my  left.  I  would  say 
that  it  remains  on  the  tiles  of  the  Committee  on  Or- 
dinances. When  it  came  to  the  committee  we  had  a 
large  amount  ol  business  before  us.  and  it  was 
thought  to  be  a  matter  which  could  afford  to  remain 
ml  being  acted  upon.  At  every  meeting 
of  the  committee  the  docket  is  looked  over.  This  or- 
dinance has  been  brought  to  light  f  gain  and  again, 
but  the  committee  considered  that  there  was  no  great 
hurry,  ami  it  was  laid  over.  So  it  has  been  goingover 
from'  time  to  time.  To-day  we  took  it  up  again,  but 
had  other  business  on  hand,  and  concluded  to  take  it 
up  at  our  next  meeting,  and  then  we  shall  probably 
report  it  back  to  the  board. 

Alderman  Whitten— That  ordinance  was  banded  in 
at  a  critical  time  in  the  annals  of  the  City  Treasury. 
The  City  Solicitor  advised  that  we  let  the  matter 
rest  and  not  stir  it  up. 


Alderman  O'Brien  -Why  did  the  City  Solicitor  so 
advise? 

Alderman  Whitten— I  will  refer  the  Alderman  to 
the  City  Solicitor. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  believe  I  have  heard  that 
stated  before.  It  was  because  the  affairs  of  the  City 
Treasury  were  so  loose  that  they  didn't  want  them 
examined  by  an  expert  before  tue  trial  came  off.  I 
don't  see  why  we  should  disguise  this  tact.  They 
don't  want  to  show  up  the  looseness  of  the  Treasury 
department. 

Alderman  Whitten — There  is  no  question  about 
that,  but  this  looseness  was  before  this  ordinance  was 
referred  to  them. 

Alderucn  Curtis — I  can  see  no  reason  in  our  going 
along  in  this  way.  We  very  well  know  that  if  we  pass 
that  salaryat  $7500.  it  will  "never  be  concurred  in  by 
the  other  branch.  It  will  lesult  in  a  committee  of  con- 
ference, and  I  think  '-e  may  as  well  come  down  pretty 
near  the  mark,  first  as  last.  I  move  to  amend  by 
making  the  salary  suono  for  all  his  services. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  hope  we  shall  concur  with 
the  other  branch.  I  think  rive  thousand  dollars  a 
very  large  salary  for  any  man.  I  doubt  very  much 
whether  a  single  member  of  this  board  would  have 
voted  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
City  of  Boston  a  ciollur  over  what  it  has  been,  hail  it 
been  tor  any  other  man  than  Alfred  T.  Turner.  Had 
it  been  Mr,  Denuie's  case,  I  doubt  whether  there 
would  have  been  a  single  dollar  voted  over  the  five 
thousand.  It  is  true  that  the  Treasurer  has  to  give 
huge  bunds.  For  that  reason  I  think  he  should 
have  a  large  salary.  I  think  ©5000  a  very 
large  -aliry  for  giving  bonds,  which  appears  to 
be  about  the  only  thing  necessary  tu  do.  I 
cousider  our  City  Treasurer  a  very  secondary 
place,  excepting  the  tact  that  he  mast  be  able  to  se- 
cure bonds.  The  duties  are  not  onerous  in  their  per- 
formance. A  treasurer  must  be  a  man  who  is  re- 
spi  ctable  and  honest,  or  apparently  so.  But  1  do  not 
believe  that  high  salaries  make  honesty;  on  the  other 
hand  they  have  a  tendency  to  run  officials  into  extra- 
vagance and  looseness,  which  a  moderate  salary 
would  perhaps  check.  I  am  as  ready,  perhaps,  as 
any  other  member  of  this  boani  to  worship  heroes; 
but  Mr.  Alfred  T,  Turner  is  not  a  hero.  1  think  it  is 
time  the  idol  of  this  board  should  be  questioned. 
I  think  it  is  lime  to  shatter  this  false  idol  thaj 
lias  been  before  this  board  for  so  many  years.  I 
don't  hesitate  to  say  that  the  City  Government  has 
been  led  by  its  official  nose  by  the  thumb  and  finger 
of  Mr.  Alfred  T.  Turner  quite  long  enough.  He  has 
been  supposed  to  be  an  expert  as  an  Auditor,  las- 
seit  that  he  was  an  Auditor  who  did  not  audit.  He 
emasculated  the  Auditor's  Department  of  all  that 
was  in  it  as  such.  It  was  a  fiction  except  in  title. 
Had  that  Auditors  Department  been  what  it  should 
be,  we  would  never  have  had  the  defalcation  in  the 
Treasury  Department.  But  to  go  hack  :  It  Mr 
Turner  was  such  an  Auditor  as  his  admirers  give 
us  to  understand,  why  was  he  not  allowed  to  re- 
main as  Auditor?  He  had  been  m  that  position 
ma.  i  years.  He  apparently  stood  at  the  head  of 
the  Financial  Department.  He  had  the  confidence  of 
the  City  Government,  and  was  sought  on  all  occasions 
for  advice;  yet  he  was  taken  from  the  Auditor's 
Department,  for  which  he  appeared  to  be  an  expert, 
and  put  into  the  Treasury  Department,  win  re  any 
man  can  till  the  position  and  perform  the  duties,  if 
he  can  give  the  bonds.  If  he  has  been  obliged  to  fur- 
nish bonds,  it  has  been  by  his  own  seeking;  it  is  his 
own  act.  I  think  it  is  about  time  to  stop  just  where 
we  are  and  look  at  this  question  as  oue  of  business 
and  not  or  sentiment.  This  question  has  been  deba- 
ted thoroughly  both  in  this  chamber  and  in  the  other, 
and  I  rely  upon  the  other  chamber  to  stop  this  hero 
worship  which  has  been  so  apparent  in  this  board. 
I  do  not  believe  that  any  of  these  fancy  salaries  ad- 
vaco ted  here  will  pass  the  other  branch.  We  may 
as  well  comedown  to  a  business  point  at  once  and 
concur  with  the  Council,  whenever  tley  approach 
reason. 

MAlderman  Slade— When  the  Alderman  talks  about 
hero  worship  in  this  board,  he  is  talking  about  some- 
thing that  does  not  exist,  in  my  opinion.  I  do  not 
think  :t  is  hardly  fair  for  him  tr;  ait  up  fcsr:  and 
make  such  remarks  at  the  present  time.  I  don't  be- 
lieve there  is  any  such  thing  as  hero  worship  here. 
We  are  talking  about  the  Treasurer  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  not  about  Mr.  Turner.  This  matter 
came  before  the  Committee  on  Salaries  before  the 
Treasurer  was  elected,  and  before  Mr.  Turner  was 
talked  of.  The  committee  believed  then  that  the 
salari  should  be  increased;  how  much  we  did  not 
exactly  kuow,  and  we  waited  until  we  heard  from 
the  committee  ou  that  department.  But  I  know,  as 
well  as  all  the  other  members  of  this  board,  that 
after  the  defalcation  it  was  the  general  lulk  through- 
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out  the  city  that  the  Treasurer's  salarv  should  be  at 
least  $10,000.  When  this  was  first  before  the  Salary 
Committee,  I  had  no  doubt  that  the  then  City  Treas- 
urer would  be  re-elected.  I  hadn't  thought  anything 
different.  The  fact  that  there  was  a  defalcation 
there  didn't  make  the  Treasurer  any  less  honest.  1 
don't  think  there  is  a  man  at  this  board  who  thinks 
that  Mr.  Treasurer  Dennie  is  a  dishonest  man.  But 
he  was  careless.  The  result  of  this  was  that  Mr. 
Turner  was  elected  Treasurer  of  the  Citv  of  Boston, 
and  that  is  what  we  are  talking  about.  We  are  mak- 
ing a  salary  for  the  Treasurer,  and  not  particularly 
for  Mr.  Turner.  I  don't  like  to  he.ir  remarks  made 
in  that  way.  1  believe  Mr.  Turner  is  as  honest  a  man 
as  God  ever  made. 

The  board  voted  to  make  the  Treasurer's  salary 
$7500  in  full  for  all  his  services,  by  a  rising  vote — 8 
tor,  4  against— ($6500  for  City  Treasurer  and  $1000 
for  Sinking  Funds.) 

The  section  as  amended  was  passed. 

Section  8.  Auditor  of  Accounts,  $1000.  Concurred. 
>     Section  9.  City  Collector,  $4000. 

Alderman  Slade— The  Board  of  Aldermen  voted 
to  give  the  City  Collector  $5000,  ana  the  Council 
made  it  $4000.  I  think  he  ought  to  receive  more 
than  $4000.  I  move  to  amend  by  making  the  salary 
$4500. 

A'derman  Haldeman— I  hope  we  will  adhere  to  o«r 
former  action  aud  make  it  $5000.  I  look  upon  the 
City  Collector  as  fully  as  important  a  personage  as 
the'  City  Treasurer.  After  fixing  a  salary  of  $7500 
for  an  officer  who  is  simply  ths  custodian  of  money, 
it  would  be  preposterous  to  pay  only  $4500  to  the 
officer  who  has  to  collect  the  money.  I  think  the 
importance  of  the  City  Collector  has  perhaps  not 
been  fully  understood  by  the  City  Council,  and  I 
should  like  to  read  an  extract  from  the  Boston  Jour- 
nal: 

"The  annual  report  of  the  City  Collector,  Gen. 
Thomas  Sberwin,  which  has  been  submitted  to  the 
City  Council,  shows  thai  the  total  collections  for  the 
financial  year  1880-81,  on  behalf  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  amounted  to  $13,542,503,  and  for  the 
County  of  Suffolk,  $62,842.55.  In  the  general 
collection  of  taxes  there  has  been  a  -  steady 
improvement  each  year  since  the  present  sys- 
tem was  established,  and  while  in  1875,  just 
before  the  Collector's  Department  was  organ- 
ized, the  percentage  of  taxes  collected  during 
the  financial  year  was  less  than  89  per  cent.,  the 
percentage  now  paid  during  the  financial  year 
is  93V2  per  cent.,  and  the  ultimate  collections 
for  the  past  five  years  are  in  excess  of  99 
per  cent,  oi  the  whole  tax  warrant — a  larger 
percentage  than  is  collected  in  any  other  city.  One 
of  the  chief  directions  in  which  there  has  been  a 
maiked  gain  has  been  in  the  payment  of  personal 
taxes.  For  the  five  years  preceding  1875  the  average 
of  personal  taxes  lost  by  non-collection,  chiefly  ow- 
ing to  bankruptcy,  death  and  removal  from  the  city, 
amounted  to  about  $40,000  annually,  while  at  the 
present  time  the  total  loss  on  a  total  tax  of  about 
$2,500,000  on  this  class  of  property  is  iess  than  $8000 
per  year.  The  improved  result  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  Collector  insists  on  prompt  payment  of  this  class 
of  taxes,  which  are  unsecured,  thus  diminishing  the 
risks  very  materially.  The  taxes  upon  real  estate 
are  collected  practically  in  full,  as  the  law  provides 
an  inevitable  way  in  which  owners  of  real  property 
must  help  to  contribute  to  the  expenses  of  muni- 
cipal and  other  government.  It  is  a  gratifying 
fact,  however,  to  learn  that  the  number  of  es- 
tates sold  for  the  non-payment  of  taxes  has  decreased 
about  two-thirds  from  tliat  of  four  or  five  years  ago, 
and  that  of  $5,000,000  reaf  estate  tax  assessed  only 
about  $20,000  was  sold  for  taxes  last  year.  One  of 
the  chief  difficulties  experienced  is  the  collection  of 
poll  taxes,  the  number  of  bills  under  this  head  last 
year  being  about  95,000,  out  by  unusual  efforts  the 
percentage  of  collections  has  been  increased  about 
teu  per  cent,  over  the  years  wh-n  the  Collector's  and 
the  Treasury  Departments  were  united.  After  re- 
ceiving the  names  of  persons  who  are  assessed  a  poll 
tax,  postal  card?  are  sent  to  each  person  notifying 
him  of  the  time  and  place  when  his  poll  tax  can  be 
paid,  and  in  the  event  of  the  failure  of  parties  so 
assessed  to  pay  the  amount  due,  summonses  are  is- 
sued, aud,  if  tliey  are  not  effectual,  the  Deputy  Col- 
lectors visit  the  places  where  the  parties  are  stated 
to  reside  and  compel  all  to  pay  who  it  is  found  are 
able  to  do  so  without  hardship  to  themselves  or  their 
families." 

Mr.  Chairman,  when  we  consider  the  large  gains 
that  the  City  Collector  has  made  over  previous  years, 
it  is  no  more  than  becoming  that  we  should  recog- 
nize the  great  saving  to  the  city  by  a  proper  salary, 
and  certainly  he  ought  to  have  a  salary  equal  to  that 
of  the  Treasurer.    I    look   upon   the   Collector's  de- 


partment as  the  more  important  of  the  two,  but  in 
asmuch  as  the  Treasurer  has  to  give  larger  bonds.and 
has,  perhaps,  greater  responsibility  —  although  I 
doubt  it— I  am  willing  to  stand  by  $5000  for  the  City 
Collector.  I  had  fixed  that  as  the  standard  for  both 
offices,  but  the  majority  of  ihe  board  think  other 
wise.  As  they  have  fixed  the  standard  for  the  Treas- 
urer so  much  higher,  I  hope  they  will  at  least  make 
the  salary  of  the  Collector  $5000. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  am  most  heartily  in  favor 
of  paying  the  City  Collector  $5000.  As  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  I  come  in  contact 
with  him  more  or  less,  and  know  he  is  faithful,  dili- 
gent and  prompt.  The  City  of  Boston  could  not  afford 
to  lose  him. 

Alderman  Siade— I  made  this  motion  not  because  I 
did  not  think  the  Collector  should  not  receive  $5000, 
but  to  split  the  difference,  so  to  speak,  hoping  that 
the  Council  would  agree  with  us. 

The  amendment  of  Alderman  Haldeman  was  adop- 
ted,—$!.000. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis,  the  salary  of  the 
Deputy  Collector  and  Keceiver  of  Water  Rates  was 
fixed  at  $2600  instead  of  $2200. 

The  section  as  amended  was  passed. 

Section  10.  Corporation  Counsel,  $4500.  City  So- 
licitor, $4500,  &c. 

Alderman  O'Brien  —  The  Corporation  Counsel, 
lately  our  City  Solicitor,  to  whom  we  have 
been  paying  $5000  a  year,  has  been  reduced  to 
$4500  by  the  Common  Council.  I  do  not  believe 
that  is  right.  I  think  or.r  Corporation  Counsel 
ought  to  receive  the  salary  he  has  always  received. 
His  counsel  is  certainly  more  valuable  to  the  City  of 
Boston  than  it  was  some  years  ago,  aud  everv  dav's 
experience  in  that  department'lnakes  his  services 
more  valuable  to  the  city.  I  believe  we  oueht  to 
pay  him  what  we  have  been  paying  him,  even  if  we 
put  it  on  no  othei-  ground  than  long  and  faithful 
service,  about  which  we  have  heard  time  and  aeain. 

Alderman  Tucker— The  work  of  the  department 
has  been  divided  and  the  Corporation  Counsel  is 
a  new  office.  Of  course,  that  relieves  Mr.  Hea'y  of 
a  very  large  amount  of  wcik.  As  it  stands  I  think  it 
is  as  near  right  as  we  can  have  it.  Mr.  Healy  doesn't 
have  near  the  responsibility  that  he  formerly  had.  I 
hope  the  amendment  will  not  prevail. 

The  amendment  (,$5000)  was  rejected,  aud  the 
board  concurred  in  making  the  salary  $4500. 

The  stction  as  amended  was  adopted. 

Section  11.  City  Engineer,$4500.  AMermanWoolley 
moved  to  make  the  salary  $5000.  Lost— 6  for,  6 
against. 

The  section  was  concurred  in. 

Section  12.  City  Surveyor,  $3100.  Amended,  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Haldeman,  by  making  the  salary 
$3500.    The  section  was  adopted"  as  amended. 

Section  13.  Member  of  the  Water  Board  appointed 
in  1879,  $3500,  other  members  $3000.    Concurred. 

Water  Registrar,  $3000. 

Alderman  O'Brien — When  this  matter  was  be- 
fore the  board  before,  I  said  this  was  not 
an  advance,  but  an  equalization  of  salaries;  that 
salaries  had  been  running  along  too  long  without  be- 
ing in  proportion  to  the  ability  of  the  men  filling  the 
position-,  and  in  otuei  cases  they  had  been  too  high. 
Here  is  a  case  in  point.  I  think  the  Water  Registrar 
was  not  treated  fairly  by  any  means  in  the  other 
blanch.  We  voted  to  increase  his  salary  to  $3500; 
and  I  say  without  fear  of  contradiction,  t'uat  no  man 
in  the  employ  of  the  city  of  Boston  renders  more  val- 
uable services  to  the  city  than  our  Water  Registrar. 
The  Water  Registrar,"  Mr.  Davis,  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  department  since  the  first  introduc- 
tion of  water  into  the  city,  Oct.  25th,  1848;  fro:j  Oct. 
26th,  1848,  to  the  year  1855  in  the  capacity  of  clerk, 
and  in  1855  he  was  chosen  by  the  City  Council 
Water  Registrar  to  till  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  J.  Avery  Richards. 
The  department  was  at  that  time,  so  to  speak, 
in'its  infancy  as  compared  with  the  present  time, 
there  being  but  20,000  accounts,  with  a  revenue 
of  $259,000,  against  the  present  number,  54,000  ac- 
counts, with  a  revenue  of  $1,225,000.  The  depart- 
ment is  now  self-sustaining,  which  is  most  gratifying, 
considering  the  very  liberal  expenditures  authorized 
from  time  to  time  by  the  City  Council  to  meet  the 
growing  needs  of  the  citizens.  This  gratifying  ex- 
hibit is  due  in  part  to  the  efforts  of  the  Registrar, 
whose  duties  are  not  clerical,  as  many  suppose.  A 
large  proportion  of  the  income  from  the  sale  of 
water  is  estimated  and  maintained  by  the  knowledge 
aud  judgment  of  the  Registrar,  who  upou  entering 
upon  the  duties  of  the  office,  in  1S55.  commenced  a 
series  of  enquiries  to  inform  himself  as  to  the  way, 
manner,  also  the  quantities  of  water,  which  enter  into 
the  various  products  of  manufacture.  To  obtain 
this  information  required  close  application  and  rare 
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discrimination  and  judgment.  The  knowledge  thus 
acquired,  coupled  with  long  years  of  experience, 
tends  to  rank  this  offic  r  as  an  expert  regarding 
the  uses  of  water  furnished  manufacturers,  and 
thereby  enables  nun  to  justly  discriminate  betweeu 
the  charge-  to  the  consumer  and  the  city  s  interests. 
In  Hie  absence  of  this  knowledge  and  experience,  he 
would  be  powerless  to  successfully  meet  and  over- 
come tne  endless  controversies  consequent  upon 
charging  for  estimated  quantities  of  water.  Again, 
the  estimates  ind  charges,  for  anyone  year,  is  no 
criterion  for  anotner  y.-ar's  charges.  The  product 
id  maimfactories  fluctuates  from  ye_r  to  year  in 
ratio  to  he  general  business  prosperity.  Hence, 
ei'cii  succeeding  yea.  brings  new  and  increasing  du- 
ties, Another  das.'  of  takers  that  tax  the  discretion 
and  judgment  of  the  Registrar,  are  cases  where  the 
charges  for  water  arc  based  upon  a  proportional  part 
of  their  assessed  value.  This  class  of  cases  numbers 
thousands,  and  i<  rapidly  increasing  inconsequence 
of  the  extension  if  water  mains  in  tne  Dorchester, 
West  Roxbnry,  and  Brighton  Districts.  These  cases 
embrace  all  classes  in  the  community ,  rich  and  poor, 
honest  and  otherwise,  all  presenting  their  peculiar 
Bases  or  circumstances  to  affect  the  judgment  of 
the  Registrar.  To  effectually  meet  and  satisfy 
parties  requires  a  wise  discretion,  delicacy  of 
argument  and  untiring  patience,  which  is  largely  ac- 
quired by  long  years  of  experience  in  a  oublic  office. 
There  are  many  other  duties  perlormed  by  this 
officer  which  properly  come  under  the  head  of  inci- 
dental work,  but  I  think  1  have  shown  that  an 
increase  of  his  salary  i.  but  an  act  of  justice  to  an 
Old  and  Faithful  officer.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  it  the  .uember-  of  the  Common  Council 
lorked  into  tin-  matter  they  would  agree  with  us 
t'n. n  bis  -alary  is  too  small  when  ree  consider  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  the  office.  Thirty-three  years  of 
faithful  services  should  i  otitic  our  Water  Registrar 
to  more  consideration.  The  large  increase  of  busi- 
the  twenty -five  years  thai  no  has  tilled  the 
office  of  Registrar,  from  20,000  accounts  in  1855  with 
arevenui  iOj,  to  54,000  in  1881  with  a 

revenue  or  $1,225,000,  and  the  faithful  performance 
of  bis  work  during  all  thi-se  tears  is  a  record  that, 
with  me.  lias  some  weight  in  fixing  In-  -alary,  f 
stotethese  facts  to  show  that  I  bad  good  rea- 
:  advocating  an  increase.  There  is  great  in- 
justicein  our  arrangements  of  salaries.  You  pay 
your  Water  Registrar,  >iith  all  his  responsibilities,  a 
Eiry  than  some  of  the  clerks  in  other  depart- 
ment-, and  I  feel  that  I  am  doing  but  my  duty 
to  the  city  and  to  the  Water  Registrar  in  show- 
ing up  this  injustice  and  calling  attention  to  it 
I  don't  believe  that  a  man  who  has  served  in  a  de- 
partment 88  years,  and  given  ;ucb  faithful  service  to 
the  city,  ought  to  receive  less  than  $3500.  He  now 
receives  $2800.  1  don't  believe  it  is  a  fair  equivalent 
for  the  service-  rendered  to  the  city.  The  board  vo- 
ted to  make  the  Water  Registrar's  -alaiy  $3500.  The 
section  was  adopted  as  amended. 

Section  14.  Street  Commissioners  $3000.  Con- 
curred. 

ClerK  ot  Street  Commissioners  $1800.  Concurred 
in  and  subsequently  reconsidered,  on  motion  of  .VI- 
deruiau  O'Brien,  and  his  sa'ary  was  fixed  at  $2000. 
Alderman  O'Brien  s'at-d  that  the  -alary  was  form- 
erly $2006,  that  it  had  been  reduced,  and*  in  a  dition 
"gular  duties  as  Clerk  of  the  Boar!  he  bus  to 
be  Clerk  of  the  C  niinirtee  on  Streets,  and  latelv  ad- 
ditional duty  has  been  placed  upon  hiui  as  Clerk  of 
the  Committee  on  Puolie  Lands.  The  section  as 
amended  was  adopted. 

Section  15.  Inspector  of  Buildings. 

Alderman  Curtis  stated  that  at  the  request  of  the 
Inspector,  he  moved  to  make  the  salary  of  the  Clerk, 
a  new  man  in  the  place  of  the  one  who  died.  $1500, 
and  that  of  the  Inspector  acting  as  architect  and 
draught-man,  $150(1. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  section  as 
amended  was  passed. 

Section  16.  Fire  Commissioners,  S3000.  Concurred 
in. 

Section  17.  RegiBtrare  of  Voters,  $2506.  Concurred 
in. 

Section  18.  Hoard  of  Health,  $3000.    Concurred  in. 

Superintendent  of  Health,  $8000.  Amended,  on 
motion    of    Alderman  O'Brien,  by  making  the  salary 

City  Physician,  $2700.  Amended,  on  motion  ot 
Alderman  O'Brien,  In  making  the  salary  $3000.  The 
motion  was  adopted  as  an  • 

Section  19.  City  H  00.  Amended 

Ken    ot    Alderman    0  I'.rien    bj    making    the    salary 

$2700.    As  amen  led  i  lopted. 

n  20.  CitJ  An  10.  Amended  on  mo- 

tion   ot  Alderman    Woollcy    by    making    the    "alary 
As  amended  the  section  was  pa 


Section  21.  Superintendents  of  Bridges  anil  Assist- 
ants,    Concurred  in. 

Section  22.  Superintendents.  Alderman  O'Brien 
moved  to  strike  out  the  portion  relating  to  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Lamps,  and  read  the  following  for 
the  information  of  the  board: 

Citv  of  Boston  (Office  of  the  Clerk  of  Com-  ( 
mittees),  City  Hall,  August  1st,  1881.     I 
Hon.  John  P.  Ilealy,  Corporation  Counsel. 

Dear  Sir,— Referring  to  Chapter  3,  Acts  of  1825, 
Section  1,  as  printed  on  page  501  of  the  edition  of 
statutes  and  ordinances  for  1870,  Alderman  O'Brien 
wishes  to  know  whether,  in  your  opinion,  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  does  not  have  the  exclusive  control  of 
the  expenditures  in  the  Lamp  Department,  includ- 
ing the  appointment  ami  compensation  of  such 
officers  as  said  board  may  deem  necessary  to  carry 
on  the  department,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
said  statute. 

Respectfully  yours, 

W.M.  H.  Lee,  Clerk  of  Committees. 

•  In  my  opinion,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  has  the 
exclusive  control  of  the  Lamp  Department,  includ- 
ing its  expenditures,  the  appointment  of  its  officers 
and  tne  fixing  of  their  compensation.  The  ordinance 
upon  the  subject  being  in  derogation  of  the  statute 
law  is  void. 

J.  1".  Healy,  Corporation  Counsel." 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Aldermen  alone  have  power 
to  fix  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps, 
and  in  relation  to  this  matter  1  will  offer  the  follow- 
ing order: 

Ordered,  That  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Lamps,  from  the  first  day  of  April.  1881,  until  other- 
wise ordered,  be  fixed  at  the  rate  of  §3500  per  an- 
num, payable  monthly,  and  that  said  sum  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  for  lamps. 

The  motion  to  strike  our  was  adopted  and  the  order 
was  passed. 

Superintendent  of  Sewers,  $3000.  Amended  on 
motion  of  Alderman  O  Britn  by  maMag  the  -alarv 
$3500. 

Superintendent  of  Printing,  S2000.  Amended  on 
motion  of  Alderman  O'Brien  by  making  the  -alary 
$2500. 

Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  ,$2200. 
Deputy,  $1300.  Severally  amended  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Slacle  by  making  the  salary  of  the  Super- 
intendent $2500  and  the  Deputy  $1500. 

Superintendent  of  Common  and  Public  Grounds 
$2200. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  hope  we  shall  stand  bv  our 
former  vote  in  making  that  -alary  §31100,  and  I  make 
that  motion.  The  present  Superintendent  has  been 
so  pulled  and  pestered  this  summer  that  he  is  a  very 
sick  man.  I  don't  know  any  officers  whose  duties 
are  so  arduous.  I  believe  our  present  Superintend- 
ent is  as  capable  as  any  man  who  ever  filled  that  posi- 
tion. 

The  motion  to  make  the  salary  $3000  was  adopted. 

The  section  was  adopted  as  aiiieuded,  and  the  other 
salaries  therein  were  Concurred  in. 

Section  23.  Chairman  of  Assessor.-,  $3200;  Secre- 
tary. is.1200;  other  member!  of  the  board,  $2700. 

Amended,  on  motion  of  Alderman  O'Brien,  by 
making  the  salaries  a*  follows:  Chairman,  $4000*; 
Secretary,  $3750;  othei  members,  $3500. 

As  amended  the  section  was  adopted. 

Section  24.  Relating  to  meetings  of  Board  of  Asses- 
sors.   Concurred  in. 

Section  25.  Police  Department.    Concurred  in. 

Section  20.  Additional   assistance.     Concurred    in. 

gssiiena  'relating  to  sxpec  lituies  for  clerk  lure 
and  28,  relating  to  bills  for  use  of  horses  and  vehi- 
cles, and  29,  for  payment  of  county  officers.  Sever- 
ally concurred  in. 

The  ordinance  as  amended  >vas  passe  1.  Subse- 
quently Alderman  Slade  moved  a  reconsideration 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  down. 

The  board  next  took  up  the  report  ami  orders  to 
fix  certaiu  salaries  which  the  Committee  on  Ordinan- 
ported  should  be  fixed  by  joint  orders  instead 
of  by  ordinance,  viz:  Harbor  Master $1600,  Sealer  of 
Weights  and  .Measures  $1800,  Deputy  Sealers  siooo, 
Treasurer  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  Sinking  Funds 
$700,  Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall  and  Deputy,  so 
long  as  t  hey  recei  ve  salaries  as  Inspectors  of  Provisions 
ana  Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall,  $500.  Also  an 
order  authorizing  the  City  Treasurer  to  accept  the 
office  of  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Funds. 

Alderman    O'Brien     stated     that    the    Sealers    of 
Weights  add  measures  are  now  paying  into  the  City 
Treasury  more  money  than  the  department  cost-  to 
run  it,  and  he  boptd  the  board  would  voti 
Here  to  their  former  action. 

Alderman  Slade  concurred  in  the  view  of  Alder- 
man <  I' I'.rien. 
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The  salary  of  ;the  Sealer  was  made  $2000,  and  the 
Deputies  each  $1200 

The  portion  relating  to  Superintendent  of  Faneuil 
Hall  was  stricken  out. 

The  orders  were  adopted  as  amended. 

Alderman  Slade  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  down. 

CONDITION  OF  NEPONSET  AVENUE. 

Alderman  Whit  ten  presented  a  petition  of  Pratt  & 
Co.  and  others,  that  Neponset  avenue,  from  Mill 
street  to  Neponset  River,  he  put  in  order. 

Alderman  Whitten—  The  signatures  to  that  peti- 
tion are  numerous  and  responsible.  Last  year  an 
order  was  passed  to  put  that  avenue  in  order,  but  it 
wasn't  done.  I  now  move  that  the  petition  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  witli  a  request 
to  give  the  parties  a  hearing. 

Alderman  Slade — There  was  such  an  order  passed 
as  the  Alderman  speaks  of,  and  I  believe  Neponset 
avenue  was  put  in  as  good  condition  a=  we  could 
afford  to  do  it  last  yea1'.  A  large  drain  was  made  to 
drain  the  ground  thoroughly.  I  was  out  there  my- 
self in  a  muddy  time  and  found  it  in  prett>  good 
condition,  if  that  is  the  spot  the  Alderman  alludes 
to.  I  know  it  is  not  in  first-rate  condition,  but  there 
are  few  streets  in  the  city  which  are. 

Alderman  Whitten — At  the  time  they  looked  into 
the  matter  they  found  it  would  take  about  §9000.  I 
was  assured  it  would  be  done,  and  at  the  last  of  the 
year  they  dug  a  drain  and  put  sjme  stones  into  it  at 
an  expense  of  S2800-  Whether  that  was  right  or 
wrong  I  would  like  to  have  the  petition  referred  to 
the  committee  on  paving  to  give  the  parties  a  hear- 
ing. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
paving. 

THE  OLD   STATE   HOUSE. 

Alderman  O'Brien  moved  to  take  up  the  Old  State 
House  matter. 

Alderman  Slade  objected,  saying  he  was  not  ready 
to  vote  on  it. 

Alderman  Halaeman  favored  taking  it  up  and  act- 
ing upon  it  in  order  to  stop  the  wrangle  between  the 
two  branches. 

Aldermau  Whitten  was  in  favor  <>f  taking  it  up  if 
they  coulG  act  upon  it  without  debate. 

Alderman  Breek  thought  this  was  the  best  time, 
and  Ald»rman  Woolley  said  it  was  important  to 
have  it  settled,  that  the  tenants  might  know  what 
was  to  be  done. 

The  subject  was  taken  up. 

Alderman  Whitten  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Alderman  Woolley — I  move  that  we  concur  with 
the  other  branch. 

Alderman  llersey  offered  the  following  as  a  sub- 
stitute : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings be  directed  to  lease  the  Old  State  House  for 
such  a  term,  to  such  parties,  and  uoon  such  terms,  as 
they  may  deem  f.,r  the  best  interest  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  do  not  believe  in  leasing  it  at 
this  time,  with  an  arrangement  for  other  parties  to 
repair  it.  I  do  not  believe  in  restricting  the  com- 
mittee to  leasing  it  with  power  to  repair  the 
building. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  hope  we  shall  concur  and 
settle  this  Old  State  House  business.  The  substitute 
does  not  cover  the  ground.  We  have  got  to  spend 
money  in  repairing  the  building.  It  makes  no  differ- 
ence what  jou  occupy  it  for ;  it  must  be  repaired. 
The  roof  is  out  of  order  and  other  parts  of  the  build- 
ing are  verv  rickety.  You  can  never  even  let  the 
lower  floorunless  you  dosome  repairing  there.  Why 
this  movement  should  be  blocked  I  cannot  under- 
stand. It  was  only  a  few  days  ago  when  I  heard  an 
ex-president  of  the  Council  say  that  the  tenants  are 
seriously  annoyed  at  the  delay  of  the  City  Council. 
In  fact,  some  of  them  say  they  will  not  pay  rent, 
and  I  don't  know  wnether  the  city  can  collect;  the 
rent  or  not.  I  know  that  Mr.  Bowker,  the  lessee, 
cannot  collect  his  rents  from  the  other  parties,  and 
thev  won't  pay  their  rents  to  him.  This  delay  is 
throwing  a  great  responsibility  upon  him,  and  I  think 
we  ought  to~relieve  him  of  it.  We  should  either  lease 
it  to  him  or  not. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  hope  we  will  not  concur 
with  the  other  branch,  because  the  result  will  be  nei- 
ther one  thing  nor  the  other.  11  the  Old  State  House 
is  to  be  a  memorial  building,  make  it  one  that  we  can 
be  proud  of  in  a  proper  way.  This  compromising 
between  business  and  sentiment  is  a  fiction  and  is 
really  preposterous.  It  is  in  fact  not  worth  making 
a  speech  or  any  prolonged  ramarks  upon.  I  think 
that  a  paragraph  from  the  Boston  Courier  puts  the 
whole  thing  in  a  nutshell,  and  I  will  read  it : 

"It  is  useless  to  mingle  business  with  sentiment. 


If  the  Old  State  House  cannot  be  given  to  u..  solely 
for  a  memorial,  it  had  better  be  pulled  dowu.  Leas- 
ing part  of  it  for  commercial  purposes,  and  reserv- 
ing another  part  of  it  to  awaken  patriotic  memories, 
is  too  much  like  storing  New  England  rum  under  a 
chuich." 

There  appears  to  be  a  deadlock  between  the  other 
branch  and  this  board  on  this  Stale  House  question. 
We  have  vo*ed  and  re-voted,  and  talked  and  re-talk- 
ed, but  there  appears  to  be  no  result.  To  bring  this 
question  to  a  clostr  issue  I  offer  the  following  order 
as  an  amendment: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  requested  to  report  the  necessary  orders  for  the 
removal  of  the  Old  State  House,  and  also  for  grad- 
ing and  putting  in  order  the  site  af  ier  the  removal 
of  the  building,  together  with  a  plan  for  the  erec- 
tion of  some  suirable  memorial  on  said  site. 

Before  passing  upon  that  J.  will  again  take  the  lib- 
erty to  read  a  communication  which  expresses  this 
whole  subject  better  than  I  can  myself.  It  covers  my 
sentiments  exactly: 

■•Am  one  taking  a  view  from  east,  west,  north  or 
south,  must  see  that  the  building  should  be  taken 
away.  Devonshire  street  has  been  laid  out  and 
widened,  ami  thereby  the  Old  State  House  stands 
out  twenty  feet  in  the  street.  The  large  and 
heavily  loaded  teams  meeting  with  the  hoi>e  cars 
at  the'  corner  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  Building 
quite  block  up  the  narrow  passageway.  'The  ne- 
cessity of  removing  the  building,  and  especially 
that  part  of  it  that  sets  in  the  street,  would  seem  to 
be  apparent  to  any  one  on  these  accounts.  No  man 
wisbe*  to  see  a  tree  cut  down,  or  auy  building  re- 
moved, that  is  ornamental  to  the  city  or  not  in  the 
way,  but  there  is  a  certain  class  that  would  keep  old 
buildings  and  old  trees  standing  simply  for  the  senti- 
mental preservation  of  landmarks.  When  this 
building  «as  leased  five  years  ago.  it  was  argued  that 
the  times  required  ic.  Now  the  times  have  changed. 
To  lay  out  $35,000  or  §10.000,  and  discommode  "the 
travel,  and  leave  an  old  and  unornamental  building 
standing  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  which,  if  removed, 
would  open  up  light  and  beauty  to  Washington, 
State,  Court  aud  Devonshire  streets,  would  be  a 
great  mistake,  and  the  city  would  gam  by  assessing 
the  property  for  betterments." 

I  hope,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  my  amendment  will 
prevail. 

The  order  of  Alderman  Haldeman  was  rejected, 
and  the  question  came  up  on  adopting  the  order  ot 
Alderman  Hersey. 

Aldermau  O'Brien— To  a  great  extent  I  agree  with 
the  Alderman  opposite,  who  lately  spoke  on  this 
matter.  I  belisve  that  old  building  ought  to  be  pre- 
served as  a  memorial.  But  he  can  see  precisely  the 
position.  The  order  to  pull  down  the  building  has 
been  voted  down.  Now  I  ask  him  to  do  the  next 
bestthiug:  concur  with  the  Council  and  settle  this 
business.  It  will  be  tar  better  to  concur,  as  we  can 
neither  preserve  the  building  nc  pull  It  down. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  am  surprised  that  the  Alder- 
man should  ask  to  concur  "in  something  we  don't 
believe  in.  If  there  is  wrong  there,  whv  should  we 
concur?  As  the  Aldermau  said,  we  cannot  mix  up 
merchandise  and  memorials.  So  say  I.  When  I 
vote  to  spend  §35,000  ou  the  inside  of  that  building, 
which  they  call  for  now,  when  before  they  told  us 
§35,000  was  to  complete  the  outside.  I  shall  oe  an 
older  man  than  I  am  now,  and  before  I  do  that  I 
shall  vote  with  the  Alderman  on  my  right  to  pull  it 
down.  I  do  not  believe  we  should  concur  with  the 
other  board  because  they  say  we  must  do  so  aud  so. 
The  question  is,  What  is  right?  That  is  the  ques- 
tion. It  is  a  question  wnether  we  shall  con- 
cur in  what  we  believe  is  not  right.  Do  I 
believe  in  spending  §35,000  ou  the  outside  when 
they  told  us  it  would  complete  the  outside 
and  inside  both?  I  believe  tne  order  to  send 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  with  power 
to  lease  it  is  right.  They  can  rent  it  with  the  under- 
standing that  it  is  to  be  repaired.  I  can  trust  to  that 
committee  to  do  justice  for  the  city.  1  hope  we  shall 
not  go  into  this  amalgamation  business,  and  that 
merchandise  and  memorials  will  not  be  mixed  up. 
The  whole  secret  of  this  business  is  that  one  party 
wants  oue  story  there  all  for  himself,  and  wants  us 
to  appropriate  it  for  his  use.  That  is  what  he  wauts. 
When  he  gets  that  story  appropriated  to  him  he  will 
say,  "I  am  one  of  the  lords;  I  have  got  what  I  asked 
for;  I  have  one  room  here,  and  it  is  all  for  me." 
That  is  all  he  wants.  We  might  as  well  talk  it  out 
here.  Why,  sir,  a  man  who  will  vent  his  spite  ou  a 
man's  clothes  is  meaner  than  a  man  that  will  steal  or 
rob  a  hen-roost.  And  here  we  are  called  uoon  to  set 
aside  one  story  for  that  individual.  I  don't  believe  in 
setting  aside  property  that  belongs  to  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton, for  the   benefit  of  one  individual.    I  hope  the 
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order  introduced  by  the  Alderman  on  my  right,  will 
pass. 

Alderuisin  O'Brien— The  Alderman  who  has  just 
spoken,  ought  to  remember  it  we  concur,  that  this 
matter  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings.  It  we  concur,  that  end*  it;  if  we  pus*  the 
order,  it  will  have  to  go  back  to  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, and  that  will  probably  bring  it  back  to  us,  and 
we  Shall  not  hear  the  1  ist  of  it  until  the  end  of  the 
session.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  about  this  mixing  up. 
Why,  we  have  always  been  mixed  up.  Old  Faneuil 
Hall  has  always  been  noted  for  "provisions  and  pa- 
triotism." Why  should  we  hesitate  to  mix  tip  the 
Old  state  House  with  "merchandise and  memorials''? 
It  would  be  no  greater  contradiction  than  provisions 
and  patriotism  in  Faneuil  Hall. 

Alderman   Slade — The  amendment  of   the  other 

branch    is   that  the  building  shall  be  restored   as  far 

tl.le  to  what  it  was  before  it  was   used  lor 

business   purposes.    Tnat  is  what  it  means.    That  "is 

iible.    You  cannot  put  back  the  steps  on  the 

east  end. 

Alderman  O'Brien— That  refers  only  to  the  upper 
story,  which  is  scarcely  used  for  business  purposes. 

Alderman  Slade— The  order  of  the  other  branch 
does  not  read  SO. 

Alderman  O'Brien— The  lower  floors  are  to  be 
fitted  up  exclusively  tor  business  purposes  and  the 
upper  stories  for  a  memorial  hall. 

Alderman  Slade — I  do  not  understand  that  dis- 
tinction i- made  in  the  order.  If  we  could  put  the 
building  in  the.  condition  It  formerly  was,  with  the 
little  windows  on  State  street,  and  make  it  as  it  was 
when  I  first  saw  it  35  years  ago,  it  would  be-  almost 
worthless  fur  business.  In  my  opinion  it  would  be 
ridiculous  to  undertake   to  restore  it  to   what  it  was 

nan— I  think  the   whole   plan  is 

not  feasible,  in  the  manner  in  which  it  has   been 

ruught  before  the  board.    Do  what  we  may,  we  will 

iguing  stock  if  we  carry  out  the  proposition  as 

I    think    that   if  we   concur   we  shall   spend 

more   money   on  a   building   that   must  necessarily 

Co. ne  down.     If  gentlemen  of  this  board  had  seen  as 

much  as  I  have  for  the  last  12  years,  from  in;.'   office, 

in   full  view   of    ttate    street*  Which    is  constantly 

obstructed,  where  horse-  a..-  constantly  billing,  they 

would   know  more   about   it.  perhaps,  than   they  do 

10-day.     I  have  looked  at  this  thing  carefully,  because 

occupancj  of  an  office  immediately  opposite. 
Ihese  obstructions  are  ot   daily   occurrence.     The 

ire  House  is  absolutely  a  public  nuisance.  It 
i-  in  the  centre  of  one  of  your  greatest  thorough- 
fares. The  day  is  pa^t  when  tin.  city  of  Boston 
BhotUd  stand  and  obstruct  her  busine-s  avenues  for 
the  -ake  of  a  very  sickly  sentimentality.  It  is  go- 
ing backwards,  instead  of  advancing  with  the 
spirit  of  the  age.  Our  city  is  driving  in  another 
direction,    but    we    forget    that    all    our    wealth 

0  created  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  Old 
Statu  House.  It  is  in  the  centre  of  business.  If  we 
escape  from  the  centre  of  the  city  and  get  into  the 
Highlands  or  upon  the  Back  Bay,  as  a  place  of  resi- 
dence, it  is  brought  about  by  the  spirit  of  advance- 
ment and  wealth.  To  go  back  to  so  early  an  age  is 
cot  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. We  may  as  well  erect  a  semblance  of  one  of  the 
old  shanties  of  tne  Pilgrim  Fathers,  and  bow  down 
and  worship  that.  Buildings  in  those  days  were 
not  what  they  are  now.  Even  Joy's  building  has 
been  obliged  to  come  down  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
people.  Its  days  are  past.  All  buildings  have  their 
occasion  and  purpose.  The  Old  State  House  suited 
its  time  and  occasion;  but  they  have  passed  away. 
To  make  it  more  costly  will  be  foolish  in  the  ex- 
treme. It  we  could  make  it  purely  a  memo- 
rial building,  and  get  up  a  little  sentiment, 
which  I  think  is  very  doubtful,  I  would  consent 
to  it.  But  this  idea  of  putting  cheap  restaurants, 
where  ham  sandwiches  are  peddled  below,  and  then 
going  up-stairs  and  taking  off  your  hat  in  reverence, 
is  preposterous.  It  must  be  either  one  or  the  other. 
I  am  surprised  that  my  amendment  was  rejected 
without  a  single  vote  in  support  of  me,  for  I  know 
that  many  members  agree  with  me.  I  believe  the 
time  for  compromise  has  passed.  What  we  desire, 
the  other  branch  will  not  agree  to.  I  offered  the 
amendment  as  an  experiment  to  bring  up  a  new  issue 
and  settle  this  matter. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  the  board  voted  to 

der  the  rejection  of  Alderman  Haldeman's 
amendment;  7  for,  5  against,  and   further  cousiuera 
tion  of  the  whole  subject    was   specially   assigned   to 
the  next  meet  int.'. 
Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Blade  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com" 


niittee  on  Market  in  favor  of  the  approval  of  a  trans- 
fer of  lease  of  stall  89,  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  irom  A. 
Kerne  to  Briggs  Wadsworth.    Accepted. 

ELEVATORS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor 
calling  attention  to  the  danger  from  elevators,  and 
the  failure  to  obtain  necessary  additional  legislation 
last  year.  He  suggests  that  perhaps  additiona' in- 
spectors should  be  appointed  to  enforce  the  law. 
Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  In- 
spection of  Buildings. 

RESTRICTIONS  ON  LAND  SOLD. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances,  who 
were  requested  to  report  an  ordinance  providing 
that  all  land  hereafter  ?old  by  the  city  shall  be  con- 
veyed-subject  to  restrictions  instead  of  conditions, 
except  wliere  the  same  has  come  into  possession  of 
the  city  subject  to  conditions,  beg  leave  to  report 
that  it  is  not  necessary  to  enact  an  ordinance  upon 
the  subject,  as  it  may  be  reguluted  by  a  joint  order 
of  the  City  Couucil. 

They  would,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  following  order. 
For  tl.e  Committee, 

Cms.  H.  B.  Brrck,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  in  deeds  of  land  given  by  the  city 
no  condition  shall  be  inserted  unless  there  are  special 
reasons  therefore,  but  restrictions  may  be  imposed. 

Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses  in  favor  of  giving  a  license  to  the 
New  England  Manufacturers'  and  Mechanics'  Insti- 
tute to  hold  a  fair  in  the  building  on  Huntington 
avenue.    Accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Vi lea  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers: 

Reports  and  orders  for  hearing  on  Monday  next 
on  the  expediency  of  constructing  sewers,  as  fol- 
lows: 

In  Meriden  street  (Roibury),  in  Waldeii  street  and 
in  Heath  place,  between  '  Meriden  and  Walden 
streets. 

In  Park  street  (Dorchester),  from  Dorchester  ave- 
nue, westwardly  200  feet. 

ORDERS  PASSED. 

Orders  to   build   sewers  as    follows:  In   Hoffman 
street  (Roxbury)  and  in  Gilbert  street,  from  Hoff- 
man street,  240  feet  northwardly.    Passed. 
GENERAL  MEETINGS  OF  CITIZENS. 

Alderman  Wooiley  submitted  the  tollowing,which, 
on  his  motion,  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered 
printed: 

City  of  Boston,        i 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  J 

Aug.  29,  1881.         ) 

The  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  and  County  Build- 
ings, to  whom  was  referred  the  accompanying  peti- 
tion from  Lawrence  D.  Welby  and  others  for  tbe  use 
of  Faneuil  Hall  for  a  general' meeting;  of  citizens  to 
discu-s  various  subjects,  under  Section  No.  GO  of  the 
City  Charter,  among  which  are  the  abolition  of  the 
Senate  and  ot  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  having  con- 
sidered the  subject,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows; 
report. 

It  is  understood  that  this  section  of  the  charter 
was  originally  inserted  to  meet  the  scruples  of  that 
large  minority  of  our  citizens  who  opposed  a  city 
charter  as  destructive  of  the  town  meeting.  Ic  was 
feared  in  this  first  experiment  that  the  people  might 
lose  the  power  they  held  of  instructing  their  repre- 
sentatives, or  of  acting  as  one  body.  As  time 
elapsed,  these  fears  proved  groundless,  as  the  meet- 
ings in  wards  proved  entirely  adequate,  and 
general  meetings  fell  inio  disuse.  The  last  was 
held  on  Nov.  12, 1847,  on  the  subject  of  "the  restric- 
tions to  be  placed  on  the  support  of  foreign  paupers." 
A  member  of  the  committee  on  the  revision  of  the 
ordinances  last  year,  finding  this  sectior  still  on  the 
pages  of  the  charter,  recommended  that  a  petition 
be  sent  to  the  legislature  for  its  repeal.  This  was 
accordingly  done  by  vote  of  the  City  Council,  but 
the  legislature  refused  the  request. 

One  petition  for  such  a  meeting  has  been  presented 
and  sent  to  the  law  department  or  the  city  for  advice. 

The  t;?:Mi.;n  is  to::  plain  in  its  iltsrtt  to  blades  it  nec- 
essary to  dispose  of  this  request  in  tire  same  way.  It 
says  that  "such  meetings  >ball  and  may  be'  duly 
warned  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  upon  the  requi- 
sition of  fifty  qualified  voters  of  said  city."  The 
law  not  only  exists,  but  lia-  been  virtually  re-enacted 
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"by  the  refusal  of  the  legislature  to  repeal  it.  The 
board  might  evade  the  law  by  fixing  an  absurd 
time  and  place  for  the  meeting.  It  is  not 
bound  to  grant  Faneuil  Hal);  it  might  designate 
the  old  Town  Hall  of  Dorchester  or  Brighton, 
and  fax  the  time  on  the  last  day  of  the  year.  Such  a 
coarse  would  be  undignified;  and  clearly,  in  order- 
ing the  meeting,  it  should  anpoiut  the  most  suitable 
place  and  the  time  most  convenient  to  the  petition- 
ers. If  the  subjects  to  be  discussed  are  not  favored 
by  many  citizens,  it  is  true  that  the  reasons  which 
led  the  legislature  to  continue  the  statutes  are  equal- 
ly criticized  by  nearly  all  our  citizens.  The  true 
way  to  make  an  unwise  law  unsupportable. 
is  to  insist  upon  its  thorough  and  honest 
enforcement.  These  petitioners  are  citizens,  they 
are  presumably  honest  in  their  convictions,  and  their 
petition  is  legal  and  entitled  to  a  respectful  consider- 
tion. 

Your  committee  recommend,  therefore,  that  it  be 
granted,  fully  and  seriously,  by  an  order  for  the  use 
of  Faneuil  Hall  at  a  suitable  hour.  The  City  Clerk 
must  attend  and  act  as  clerk,  and  His  Honor  the 
Mayor,  if  present,  must  preside.  In  view,  however, 
of  the  fact  that  these  meetings  only  serve  to  demon- 
strate the  inutility  of  a  continuance  of  the  law, 
your  committee  also  recommend  a  new  petition 
to  the  next  legislature  tor  the  repeal  or  modifica- 
tion of  the  section.  There  have  been  times  in  the 
recent  past  when  such  meetings,  under  different  aus- 
pices, would  have  been  a  source  of  uneasiness  to  all 
well-dispcsed  citizens,  and  even  now  a  system  of 
"Ward  meetings  would  certainly  furnish  all  the  good 
results  which  the  petitioners  can  hope  to  obtain. 
Your  committee  would  therefore  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  orders. 
For  the  Committee, 

Wm.  Woolley/. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Lawrence  D.  Welby, 
and  others,  lie  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Faneuil 
Hall  and  County  Building?,  with  instructions  to 
grant  the  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  therefor. 

City  of  Boston,        ) 
In  Board  of  Aldermen,  } 
Aug.  29,  1881.         ) 
Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  instructed 
to  petition  the  legislature  at  its  next  session  for  the 
repeal  of  section  sixty  of  the  city  charter,  authoriz- 
ing and  requiring  the  holding  of  general  meetings  of 
citizens,  and  that  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances 


be  instructed  to  draft  a  substitute  section  allowing 
the  Mayor,  at  the  request  of  the  City  Council,  tocon- 
vene  such  meetings  When  necessary. 

THE  RESERVOIR  BUILDING. 
Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order— That  the  side- 
walk adjoining  the  reservoir  building  on  Deme 
street  be  closed  for  public  travel  at  such  time  as  may 
be  deemed  expedient,  and  remain  closed  at  such  in- 
tervals as  may  be  deemed  requisite,  for  the  proper 
protection  of  "foot  passengers  during  the  demolition 
of  the  building.    Passed. 

VACATIONS  OF   POLICEMEN. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order — That  the 
City  Treasurer  be  instructed  to  pay  the  police  officers 
whose  vacations  commence  on  Sept.  1  st,  their  salaries 
on  that  day,  instead  of  on  the  regular  day,  the  3d 
inst.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  reports  recommending 
the  granting  of  permits  to  locate  e'.ectric  lights,  as 
follows: 

W.  Harris,  at  the  Howard  Athenaeum. 

W.  G.  Butler,  1  Bowdoin  square. 

A.  Jacobs,  151  Court  street. 

Hiram  E.  Felch,  corner  Howard  and  Somerset 
streets. 

Severally  accepted. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  reports  from  the 
committee  on  health  in  favor  of  granting  permits  to 
occupy  stables  as  follows : 

H.  J.  Houghton  &  Co.,  118  Hallock  street.  Ward 
22. 

John  Stebbins  &  Co.,  corner  of  Granite  and  Bald- 
win streets,  Ward  13. 

Edwin  Morey,  336  Beacon  street,  Ward  11. 

George  Martin,  Douglas,  corner  South  streets, 
Ward  14. 

Severally  accepted. 

PERMITS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  in  favor  of  granting 
permits  to  use  steam  engines  as  follows : 

Frank  H.  Atwood  &  Co  ,  44-40  Purchase  street. 

Wm.  E.  Elliott,  215  Fifth  street,  S.  B. 

Severally  accepted. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 


O  O  M  M  O  N     COUNCIL- 
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Special  Meeting  of  the  Common  Council. 
AUGUST    29,    1881. 


Soeeial  meeting  at  VA  o'clock  P.  M  ,  called  by  the 
Mayor,  foi  the  transaction  "i  such  business  as  might 
come  before  them. 

The  President  proceeded  to  take,  up  the  papers 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  the  first  being  the 
Salary  Ordinance,  whereupon  Mr.  Freeman,  of  Ward 
10,  moved  that  the  Council  now  adjourn. 

The  morion  to  adjourn  was  declared  carried. 

Mr.  Whitinoi -c,  of  \\  ard  12,  doubted  the  vole,  and 
moved  that  the  Question  be  taken  by  yea-  and  nay-. 
Mr.  Whitmore  proceeded  to  state  »s  reasons  why  tiie 
;eas  and  nays  should  be  ordered,  that  the  Board  of 


Aldermen  had  substantially  adhered  to  their  former 
action  on  salaries. 

Mr.  Freeman  raised  the  point  of  order  that  Mr. 
Whitmore  was  not  speaking  to  the  question  before 
the  House,  and  the  Piesideut  ruled  the  point  well 
taken. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  roll  was 
called      Yeas  30,  nays  22: 

Yeas — Bartletr.  Bigelow,  Bowker,  Boyle,  Conlin, 
Council,  Daly,  Denny,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty, 
Farwell,  Fisk,  Ford,  Freeman,  Gove,  Harding,  Lov- 
ell,  Maguire,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  Morrison, Murphy, 
Powers",  Prav,  Quiglev,  Rosnoskv,  Smith,  Swan, 
Teevan.  Walsh,  Welch— 30 

Nays — Barry,  Beal,  Brinibecom,  Brown,  H.  Clapp, 
Dana,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Fitzpatrick,  (Jreenoueh,  Hart, 
Hilton,  Hosley,  McConnick,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Pope, 
Pratt,  Rogers,  Viles,  Wharton,  Whitmore,  Williams 
— 22. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Child,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Costelio, 
Cotton,  Crot.in,  Devlin,  Emery,  Foian,  Huntress, 
Lauten,  Mathews,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  McNamara, 
Means,  Mullett,  Parkuian,  Wakefield,   Wheeler— lis. 

The  Council  was  declared  adjourned  until  the 
third  Thursday  in  September. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

SEPTEMBER    5,    1881. 


Regular  meeting,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  4 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  Aldermen  O'Brien,  chairman,  pre- 
siding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

5  petit  and  3  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Sep- 
tember term  of  tbe  United  States  District  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Public  W  either— Salma  Kendall.    Continued. 
Constables. 

Connected  with  Official  Positions  —Francis  M. 
Ariauis,  Richard  F.  Andrews,  William  H.  Badlau), 
John  R.  Barry,  Patrick  Barry,  William  A.  Blossom, 
Samuel  Brackett,  Moses  P.  Brown,  Francis  V.  Bul- 
flnch,  Charles  Burcham, Samuel  Canning,  Jr.,  Joseph 
D.  Coburn,  George  W.  Conant,  William  V.  Cook,  W. 
M.  H.  Copeland,  Thomas  A.  Crawford,  Daniel  B. 
Curtis,  Isaac  W.  Derby,  John  F.  Doherty,  John  A. 
Duddy,  John  B.  Fitzpatriek,  Thomas  Forger,  Henry 
M.  Forris'all,  William  A.  Fort,  Elijah  D.  Foss,  John 
J.  Franey,  William  T.  Gaidner,  James  F.  Good- 
win, Augustus  Grant,  Thomas  Hall,  Sylvester  H. 
Hebard,  William  L.  Hicks,  Solomon  Hovey,  Jr., 
Luther  Hutchins,  Frederic  P.  Ingailt,  Cnarles  P. 
Johnson,  Stephen  P.  Kelley,  J.  stuart  MacCony, 
Francis  X.  Macdunald,  William  D.  Martin,  William 
H.  Mcintosh,  Benjamin  Meriam,  Abel  B.  Munroe, 
George  B.  Munroe,  John  Newell,  Daniel  Noonan, 
John  B.  O'Brien,  David  Patterson.  Alvah  H.  Peters, 
Alvin  1.  Pbillins,  William  S.  Post,  Henry  Prentiss,  J. 
Edward  Priest,  John  Ri.bie,  John  Rogers,  Charles 
Smith,  Thomas  91.  Smith,  Henry  F.  Spach,  Edwin  B. 
Spinney,  Denis  A.  Sullivan,  William  G.  Tyler,  cl- 
bridge  G.  Wall's,  George  L.  Wilson,  Warren  A. 
Wright,  Abraliaui  G.  Wyruan,  Melvin  A.  Under- 
wood. 

Not  Connected  with  Official  Postions— Francis  J. 
Baxter,  Charles  P.  Cook,  John  E.  S.  Damrell,  Hinds 
R.  Darling,  Albion  P.  Dearborn,  Alvin  S.  Drew, 
George  G.  Drew,  John  A.  Duggan,  George  W.  Fair, 
Tboi_a-  Fee,  Jr.,  John  C.  Harrington,  Robert  Her- 
ter,  John  M.  Hodgate,  William  K.  Jones,  Marcus 
Kallmann,  David  B.  Keith,  Frederick  P.  Kuapp, 
Rus.-ell  it.  Knanp.  Joshua  Brothers,  Nicholas  G. 
Lynch,  Isaac  W.  .McDonald.  Jothain  E.  Munroe, 
Isaiah  Paine,  Jr.,  George  B.  Proctor,  Joseph  R. 
Rowe,  Buruham  Royce,  Simon  Simmons.  Austiu  R. 
Smith,  Asa  Southworth,  Barry  Sullivan,  Christopher 
F.  Sweenev,  William  H.  Swift,  Morris  J.  Walsh, 
Frank  T.  Ware,  John  H.  Whiteside,  Wright  W.  Wil- 
liams, Siegfried  Wolffsohn. 

To  Make  Complaints  in  Cases  of  Neglected  Chil- 
dren, ami  to  Serve  Without  Bonds— Chase  Cole, 
Charles  E.  Turner,  George  M.  Felcb,  George  Mur- 

Eliy,  James  Bragdon,  Dennis  Moore,  Abraham  M. 
leavirt,  Samuel  Mcintosh,  Edward  F.  Mecuen,  Jere- 
miah M.  Swett,  James  P.  Leeds,  Chus.  S.  Wooffin- 
dale,  Sumner  P.  White,  Warren  J.  Stokes,  Hanni- 
bal F.  Ripley,  Warren  A.  Wright,  Edwin  R  Smyth. 
On  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis  tbe  nominations 
were  refened  to  the  Committee  on  Police  on  the 
part  of  the  board. 

HEARINGS    ON   SEWERS. 

Hearing.-  were  had  on  expediency  of  constructing 
sewer-  as  follows : 

In  .Mindin  and  Waiden  streets  and  Heath  place. 

In  Park  street,  Dorchester. 

No  objections.  Severally  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Sewers. 

PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board 
— Braegio  Leveroni  to  occupy  a  stable  with  1  horse 
at  3  Fulton  Court. 

James  E.  Bowe  to  occupy  old  wooden  stable  with  1 
horse  on  5th  street,  in  rear  of  and  near  I  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection 
Of  Buildings— Michael  Kelly,  to  erect  a  wooden  ad- 
dition to  building  on  Monument  street,  near  Bunker 
Hill .-  reet,  Ward  3. 

Luther  Hall  &  Co.,  to  erect  wooden  addition  to 
building  on  Orleans  street,  corner  of  Webster  -treet, 
Ward  2. 

Eastern  R.  R.  Co.,  to  erect  wooden  building  on 
rear  of  Marginal  street,  near  Orleans  street,  Ward  2, 


and  one  on  Ruth.rford  avenue,  opposite  Winchester 
Street,  Ward  5. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— W.  J.  Burke  and 
others,  tor  laups  on  Everett  street,  E.  B. 

Cl  arles  M.  Saaver  and  others,  for  lamps  on  Oriole 
street,  Ward  23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  tnepart  of  the  Hoard— Geo.  C.  Lothrop 
to  project  an  electric  light  from  Boylston  Museum, 
on  Washington  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers— Vi~.  H.  Say  ward  and 
others,  for  a  sewer  in  Monadnock  street,  horn  Dud- 
ley street  to  Bird  street. 

Geo.  A.  Dacy  and  others,  for  a  sewer  in  Crawford 
street,  Ward  21. 

Nelson  Curtis,  for  a  sewer  in  Heath  stree',  between 
Heath  place  and  Parker  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.—  Leonard  Ware,  Jr., 
andotheis,  that,  the  tracks  of  the  Highland  Stieet 
Railway  Company  be  extended  on  Washington  street 
to  A-hland  stieet,  Waid  23. 

Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  for  additional 
locations  to  accommodate  their  Belt  line  of  cars,  viz.: 
In  Kneelaud  street  from  Federal  street  to  their 
tracks  iu  Albany  street,  Harrison  avenue  or  Wash- 
ington street,  or  the  right  to  use  the  tracks  of  the 
South  Boston  Raihoad  Company  in  that  portion  of 
Kneelaud  street  now  occupied  by  them,  and  to  con- 
nect said  tracks  with  their  own  or  those  of  any  other 
corporation  having  tracks  where  such  counecrions 
must  necessarily  be  made. 

ilaria  Hughes,  for  abatement  of  edgestone  assess- 
ment on  Porter  street,  Ward  23. 

John  J.  Soren,  for  the  removal  of  a  telegraph  pole 
from  sidewalk  at  corner  of  Roxbury  and  King  streets. 

Edward  McLaughlin,  to  be  paid  for  grade  dam- 
ages to  estates  617-645  Saratoga  street. 

Massachusetts  Charitable  Mechanic  Association, 
for  a  sidewalk  on  the  northeast  side  of  West  Newton 
street,  near  Huntington  avenue. 

Lawrence  D.  Wefby  and  others,  that  a  single  cash 
fare  on  street-railway  cars  be  limited  to  five  cents. 

E.  M.  Skinner,  that  Alfred  street  be  graded  and 
edgestones  set. 

Charles  D.  Lainson,  that  a  portion  of  Prince  street, 
near  Commercial  street,  be  paved  with  small  granite 
blocks. 

Petition  for  edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk  in  front 
of  estate  of  John  J.  Soren,  on  King  street. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of 
Dennis  Caddigan,  157  Havre  street:  Moodv  Merrill, 
on  Warren  street:  L.  H.  Jones,  545-7  Dorchester 
avenue;  Daniel  Judge,  96  W.  Third  street;  L.  H. 
Jones,  on  Pleasant  street,  Ward  24;  Harris  P.  P. 
Ryder,  45  Brook  avenue;  James  H.  Delaney,  155 
Chelsea  street;  a.  E  Shambert,  82  Baxter  street. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  in  front  oi  estates  of 
Abrain  French,  on  Hazel  street;  Maria  H.  Davis,  on 
Enfield  street. 

Edward  C.  Scatcs  and  others  for  the  relocation  of 
a  pipe  near  Public  Library  and  engine  house,  Brigh- 
ton. 

»  N.  E.  Manufacturers'  and  Mechanics'-  Institute,  to 
erect  a  post  for  electric  lights  on  corner  of  Treiuont 
and  Camden  streets,  and  one  on  Northampton  street 
nfar  the  Providence  R.  R.,  and  for  leave  to  occupy 
a  portion  of  Camden  street  near  tbe  Providence  R. 
R.,  to  erect  a  temporary  foot  bridge  over  the  rail- 
road. 

B.  &  A.  R.  R.  Co.  for  permission  to  substitute  a 
granite  driveway  for  the  sidewalk  now  laid  on  the 
easterly  side  of  Albany  street,  between  Kneelaud 
and  Beach  streets. 

C.  Murdock  and  others  for  a  crossing  on  Prospect 
street.  Charlestown,  in  front  of  the  Frothingiiain 
schoolhouse. 

OLD  STATE  HOUSE. 
The  board  took  up  the  special  assignment,  viz.: 
Report  and  orders  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of 
the  Old  State  House.  The  question  was  upon  Alder- 
man Haldeman's  amendment  for  the  Committee  on 
Public  Builcings  to  report  the  necessary  oiders  for 
the  removal  of  the  Old  Stite  House,  and  the  cost  of 
grading  the  site,  and  a  plan  for  erecting  some  suit- 
able memorial  on  said  site. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  doubt  whether  it  is  worth 
while  for  me  to  make  any  special  re  ji<»rks  upon  this 
amendment.  I  offered  it  in  good  laitb,  because  I 
think  it  is  necessary  that  some  other  phase  should  be 

E resented  to  this  troublesome  question.  We  all 
now  that  there  seems  to  be  no  disposition  for  the 
Common  Council  to  concur  with  this  board,  or  for 
this  board  to  concur  witb  them.  This  board  passed 
a  square,  fair  order,  accepting  an  iffer  of  §20,000  per 
annum  for  20  years,  which  iu  a  business  sense  was  a 
large  offer,  and  I  think  the  city  should  have  been 
very  glad  to  accept  It  without  any  persuasion. 
That     was     treated     almost     with     contempt     in 
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the  other  chamber,  and  it  came  back  to  us 
with  such  action  that  we  could  not  concur  in.  The 
next  proposition  was  to  give  the  committee  authority 
to  lease  the  property  to  the  best  advantage  they' 
could.  That  also  was  set  aside  in  the  other  chamber. 
They  persisted  upon  some  pretext  or  other  in  spend- 
ing an  additional  sum  of  money  upon  the  building, 
which  would  make  it  more  costly  and  more  valuable, 
so  that  when  the  time  should  come  for  its  removal — 
which  must  not  be  for  a  great  while— the  city  would 
simply  lose  all  the  money  it  had  spent  upon  the 
building.  I  believe  that  the  day  is  past  when  that 
building  should  stand  anv  longer.  So  far  as  cheap 
sentimentality  is  concerned  we  have  the  Old  South 
Church,  which  I  think  rills  the  bill  very  fully.  It 
answers  all  the  purposes  for  our  country  cousins  to 
come  and  chip  in  25  cents  apiece.  AVhile  I  feel 
that  is  little  jiore  than  a  swindle  upon  the  commu- 
nity, yet  it  is  private  property,  and  perhaps  it 
is  none  of  our  business,  as  the  association  owns  the 
building  and  the  lot.  If  they  can  get  up  this  senti- 
mentality and  sell  it  for  25  cents,  we  have  no  cause 
to  complain.  Yet  I  think  that  sentimentality  is  quite 
sufficient  for  the  City  of  Boston.  I  would  be  very, 
glad  to  see  the  Old  South  Church  pulled  down  and 
some  suitable  block  take  its  place.  I  believe  that 
when  a  church  is  no  longer  suitable  for  the  worship 
of  the  congregation,  it  should  not  be  tolerated  as  an 
eyesore  to  the  public.  I  doubt  whether  any  citizen 
of  Boston  can  look  upon  either  the  Old  State  House 
or  the  Old  South  Church  with  any  feeling  of  pride 
or  reverence.  As  we  appear  to  be  in  a  ceadlock,  and 
as  the  subject  must  be  disposed  of  in  some  other  way, 
I  think  the  proposition  I  have  offered  will  test 
the  sense  of  the  other  branch,  and  direct  their  at- 
tention to  a  new  phase  of  the  question.  I  believe 
the  members  of  this  board  think  as  I  do,  but  that 
the  difficulty  is  in  bringing  out  aa  admission.  I 
hope  my  amendment  will  be  adopted  by  this  board, 
so  as  to  bring  the  other  branch  to  an  issue,  and  see 
what  they  will  do  and  will  not  do.  I  believe  it  will, 
bring  the  question  nearer  to  a  settlement  than  any 
other  proposition  yet  ottered  in  this  board. 

Alderman  Haldemau's  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  next  came  up  on  Alderman  Her- 
sey's  amendmeut,  for  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  to  lease  the  Old  State  House  upon  such 
terms  and  conditions  and  to  such  parties  as  they  may 
deem  best  for  the  interest  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Woolley — 1  would  like  to  ask  the  Alder-, 
mau  who  offered  the  amendmeut  how  he  expects  the 
City  of  Boston  is  going  to  lease  the  building  to  any 
parties  without  making  some  repair,  on  it?  It  is 
hardly  consistent  to  expect  that  any  parties  will  want 
to  lease  it  unless  certai"  repairs  upon  it  are  made. 

Aldermau  Hersey — I  have  no  objections  myself  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  doing  what  they 
choose  with  the  building,  so  long  as  they  lease  it  for 
a  term  of  years.  I  am  perfectly  willing  that  they 
should  repair  it  or  lease  it  to  other  parties  to  make 
their  own  repairs.  1  would  be  willing  to  vote  for  an 
appropriation  to  make  necessary  repairs.  I  am  will- 
ing to  take  my  chances  with  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  to  do  what  is  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
city. 

Alderman  "Woolley  offered  the  fdlowing;  as  an 
a-uendment  to  the  amendment  of  Alderman  Hersey: 

"And  said  committee  are  hereby  authorized  to  ex- 

Eend  a  sum  not  exceeding  $35,000  in  repairs  on  such 
uilJiog,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion therefor." 

Alderman  Hersey  accepted  the  amendment  of 
Alderman  Woolley,  and  the  order  of  Alderman  Ber- 
sey  as  ameuded  "was  passed.  Alderman  Woolley 
moved  to  reconsider,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost.    Sent  down. 

PETITION  FOB  STEAM  ENGINES. 

A  petition  was  received  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
steam  engine  by  G'orge  W.  Squire  at  100  Blackstone 
street,  and  an  order  was  passed  ror  a  kearing  there- 
on on  Sept.  26th,  at  4  F.  M, 

TRANSFERS  FROM  THE  RESERVED  FUND. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance: 

Report  on  u'der  of  Aug.  26, 1881,  with  an  order- 
That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  transfer  from  the  reserved  fund  to  a 
special  appropriation,  to  be  called  "Water  Supply, 
Deer  Island,"  the  sum  of  §4000,  the  same  to  be  ex- 
pended hy  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public  Insti- 
tutions in  providin'g  additional  facilities  for  extin- 
guishing fires  at  Deer  Island.  Order  passed— yeas, 
12;  nays,  0.    Sent  down, 

RepoH  on  order  of  Aug.  26,  1881,  with  an  order- 
That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  anihe  is  hereby 
authorized  to  transfer  from   the  reserved  fund  to  a 


special  appropriation  to  be  styled,  "Almshouse 
Charlestown  District,"  the  sum  ot  $7500,  the  same  to 
be  expended  by  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Public 
Institution^  for  maintaining  said  institution  during 
the  present  financial  year.  Order  passed,  yeas  8. 
nays  0.    sent  down. 

FLATS  ON  BEACON  STREET. 
The  following  was  received  and  referred  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Sewers: 

Boabd  oF  Health,  32  Pemberton  square, ) 
Boston,  September  5, 1881.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  the  Major  and  Board  of  Alder- 
men. 
Gentlemen,— Respectfully  represent  the  Board  of 
Health  that  complaints  having  been  made  of  the 
offensive  condition  of  the  flats  in  the  rear  of  Beacon 
street,  in  and  near  the  angle  of  the  seawall  near 
Otter  street,  and  also  of  the  outlet  of  the  sewer  at 
tie  foot  of  Elm  street,  in  the  Charlestown  District, 
the  board  has  examined  each  of  said  localities  and 
flDds  that  the  sewer  deposits  hi  each  have  accumu- 
lated to  such  an  extent  as  to  cause  serious  annoyance 
to  the  inhabitants  in  the  vicinity  at  every  low  tide. 
The  board  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the 
Sewer  Department  remove  by  dredging  these  sewer 
deposits  as  speedily  as  practicable. 
For  the  board. 

Sam'l  H.  Durgin,  Chairman. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses : 

Amusement  license  gi  anted— Massachusetts  Chari- 
table Mechanic  Association,  to  give  exhibitions  for 
three  months,  in  their  building  on  Huntington 
avenue. 

Passenger  wagon  licensed— Wm.  W.  Lambert,  to 
run  between  Field's  Corner  and  Jfeponset. 

Severally  accepted. 

Gray's  Opera  House. 

The  Committee  on  Licenses  having  received 
several  remonstrances  from  persons  connected 
with  the  Board  of  Associated  Charities  against 
renewing  a  license  for  Gray's  Opera  House,  so- 
caller),  in  Chardon  street,  gave"  a  public  hearing  to 
said  persons  and  to  Mr.  Gray.  It  appeared  that  .Mr. 
Gray  had  improved  the  character  of  his  place  within 
the  last  six  months,  having  removed  several  obj  ec- 
tionable  features  which  existed  there  last  year, 
and  he  expressed  himself  as  desirous  to  com- 
ply with  any  and  all  requests  of  the  com- 
mittee iu  the  conduct  of  his  opera  house.  It 
also  appeared  that  the  afternoon  performances 
tended  to  affect  the  regular  attendance  of  some  of 
the  children  at  the  schoolhouse  in  the  immediate 
vicinity,  and  sometimes  services  at  tne  Bowdoin- 
square*  Church  were  also  disturbed  by  the  Tiusic  of 
the  band.  The  committee,  therefore,  concluded  to 
recommend  that  a  license  be  granted  to  Mr.  Edmund 
H.  Gray  to  give  dramatic  and  musical  performances 
at  his  opera  house  in  Chardon  street  during  the 
evenings  of  the  ensuing  season,  and  on  Wednesday 
and  Saturday  atternoons,  and  holidays. 

Accepted. 

ASSISTANTS  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STBEETS. 

Alderman  Slade  presented  a  report  from  Charles 
Harris,  Superintendent  of  Streets,  who  was  directed 
to  report  forthwith  for  the  approval  of  this  board 
the  names  of  the  assistants  appointed  by  him:  That, 
never  having  appointed  an  assistant  superintendent, 
as  contemplated  by  section  4  of  the  ordinance  in  re- 
lation to  streets,  and  there  being  no  person  or  persons 
known  or  recognized  as  assistant  or  assistants  in  the 
department, he  had  no  names  to  report. 

Accented. 

PAVING  BEPOBTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  that  the  coet  of  grading,  macadamizing  and 
putting  Heath  street  in  order  and  setting  edgestones 
and  putting  Heath  street  in  order  will  be  ""§21,600. 
Placed  on  tile. 

Report  and  order  for  hearing  on  Monday,  Sept. 
26,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  petition  of  Middlesex  Railroad  Co. 
for  additional  location  of  trabks  on  Lincoln,  Kne;- 
land  and  Beach  streets,  etc.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  edgestones  iu  front  of  estates 
of  John  Conness,  River  street:  E.  C.  Sparhawk, 
Sparhawk  street;  David  W.  Williams,  445  Warren 
street;  Helen  F.  Scaife,  380  Mai  thorough  street; 
James  M.  Hubbard,  382  Marlborough  street;  Second 
Parish  of  Dorchester,  Melville  avenue;  David  W. 
Williams,  2  aid  S  Quincy  street.    Orders  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of 
estates  of  S-  T.  Ames,  339-341  Beacon  street,  and  236 
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Marlborough  street;  G.  L.  Burkbardt,  62  Station 
street;  Thomas  J.  Elliott,  7  and  9  Brighton  street, 
Char  lest  own;  James  Reed,  65  and  67  Cottage  street, 
Ea.-t  Boston:  N.  Or.  Eliot,  Fairland  street;  X. 
Clark,  Harwich  street;  John  F.  Mead  and  John  S. 
Lamprey,  Harwich  street;  George  Wheatland,  Jr., 
9  Marlborough  street,  and  on  Blue  Hill  avenue, 
from  Clifford  street  to  195.    Orders  passed. 

Reports  and  orders  granting  permission  to  Massa- 
chusetts Charitable  Mechanic  Association  to  erect 
6  iron  lamp-post-  on  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  its 
building  on  Huntington  avenue;  to  the  X.  E.  .Manu- 
facturers' aud  Mechanics'  Institute  to  erect  an  iron 
po-t  for  electric  lignts  at  the  corner  of  Tremont  and 
Camden  streets,  aud  also  one  on  Northampton  street, 
near  the  Providence  Railroad,  to  be  removed  when- 
ever the  board  so  direct;  to  Win.  G.  Clark,  to  move 
through  the  streets  from  Chelsea  to  the  Mechanics' 
Exhibition  building,  on  Huntington  avenue,  a  steam 
motor  or  carriage,  between  1  and  4  o'clock  A.  M. 
Orders  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  edgestones  and  brick  side- 
walks in  front  of  estates  of  Locke  &  Xolan,  Sixth 
street,  corner  ot  I  street;  C.  fi.  Taggard,  corner 
Putnam  and  White  streets.    Order  passed. 

AUDITOR'S  EXHIBIT, 
The  Auditor's  Exhibit  (City  Doc.  119)  for  Septem- 
ber 1  was  received  and  sent  down. 

Appropriations ,$13,266,068  58 

September  draft 1.002.265  99 

Total  expenditures 4,708,223  10 

balance  unexpended 8,557,84b  33 

LAUD  DAMAGES. 
Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the  board: 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  £.11  damages  occa- 
sioned by  laying  out  streets,  as  follows: 

Heirs  of  Ann  G.  Frothiughain,  §1600,  extension  of 
Harrison  avenue  to  Bedford  street. 

Arthur  W.  Austin,  .--1945.50,  widening  of  Park 
street  at  Charleston 

Robert  H.  Eddy,  88600,  extension  of  Harrison  av- 
enue to  Bedford  saeet. 
Ann  Youi'g.  8200,  widening  of  River  street  at  Dor- 

James  H.  Wall  and  G.  Edward  Smith,  81157,  widen- 
ing of  Essex  street. 
Orders  severally  passed. 

PROJECTING  SIGNS  REFUSED. 

Alderman  Vile-  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings 
on  the  part  of  the  board: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  en  petitions  of  Heury 
Bornstein  for  leave  to  hang  a  nag  from  corner  of 
Elm  and  Washington  streets,  and  Heury  N.  Rogers 
&  Co.,  to  project  a  transparency  at  90  Blacstoue 
street.    Severally  accepted. 

PAY  FOR  FOWLS  KILLED  BY  DOGS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Police  on  the  part  of  the  board : 

Report  on  petition  of  Cornelius  Lyons  to  b?  com- 
pensated for  lo-s  of  fowls  killed  by  dogs,  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  an  order— That  the  treasurer  be 
authorized  :o  pay  Cornelius  Lyons  the  sum  of  .$125 
to  compensate  him  for  the  loss  of  certain  fowls 
which  were  killed  by  dogs  on  or  about  the  8th  day  of 
June,  1881 ,  said  sum  to  be  deducted  from  the  amount 
received  from  dog  licenses.    Order  passed. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  do  not  understand  that  order. 
It  seems  to  me  a  large  amount,  and  it  appearing  so 
excessive  I  would  like  some  explanation  in  regard  to 
the  number  of  fowls  killed  and  how  valuable  they 
were. 

Alderman  Viles— The  committee  had  but  one  thing 
to  do  in  this  matter,  and  that  was  to  recommeod  the 
payment  of  $125.  The  party  who  lost  the  fowls  hail 
complied  with  the  law  exactly.  He  had  notified  his 
Honor  the  Mayor,  who  appointed  two  experts  to  go 
out  and  appraise  the  property.  Those  two  men  re- 
por'ed  back  that  the  value  of  the  fowls  killed  was 
S125.  The  committee  had  nothing  to  do  Out  recom- 
mend payment. 

The  Chairman  read  the  papers  in  the  case,  being 
the  appointment  of  T.  C.  Faxon  and  Loring  Clark  as 
appraisers,  and  tb,;lr  report  recommending  the  pay- 
ment oi  -125. 

Alderman  'fucker — One  reason  why  I  asked  the 
question  wa-,  that  a  neighbor  of  mine  in  Rnxbury 
ae  valuable  fowls,  and  I  oelieve  the  -ame  gen- 
tlemen were  on  the  committee  as  now,  but  ne  has 
never  been  able  to  get  any  award  whatever  from 
them.  It  appears  there  is  a  regular  formality  to  go 
through  with.  I  would  a*k  if  .Mr.  Morrill  wa-  in- 
formed of  the  conditions,  and  if  -o,  win  he  did  not 
receive  an  award? 


Alderman  Viles— Mr.  Morrill  lost  some  fowls  some 
time  ago— in  1878, 1  think.  He  did  not  comply  with 
the  law,  and  therefore  had  no  claim,  although  the 
committee  did  not  wish  to  debar  him  from  the  privi- 
lege of  receiving  his  money.  We  did  award  him  a 
sum  which  he  would  not  accept.  His  price  was  so 
exorbitant— §10  apiece  for  the  fowls— that  the  com- 
mittee would  not  pay  it.  He  did  not  accept  the 
award  of  the  committee,  and  the  matter  lies  upon 
the  files  of  the  committee. 

The  order  was  passed, 

VACANCIES  ON  THE  POLICE  FORCE. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Police: 

Report  upon  report  of  Police  Commissioners  on 
petition  of  Henry  Bornstein  and  others,  for  addi- 
tional police  protection  in  the  business  parts  ot  the 
city  The  commissioners  refer  to  their  former 
recommendations  in  regard  to  an  increase  of  the 
police  force;  or,  in  other  words,  assert  their  in- 
ability to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  petition- 
ers on  account  of  the  inadequate  force  at  their  com- 
mand. Upon  inquiry  the  committee  rind  that 
there  are  now  16  vacancies  in  the  department,  which 
the  commissioners  say  they  are  unwil.'iiig  to  fill  on 
account  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  appropriation. 
At  the  beginning  of  the  financial  year  the  estimates 
for  the  Police  Department  were  reduced  $8000,  and 
the  commissioners  state  that  they  have  been  com- 
pelled to  keep  the  force  below  the  maximum,  in  order 
to  save  that  amount  and  prevent  a  deficit  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  They  have  thus  far  saved  $5747.04.  The 
committee,  however,  believe  that  the  department 
should  be  kept  up  to  its  full  strength,  and  are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  City  Council  will  make  good  any  de- 
ficiency which  maj  existin  consequence  of  this  being 
done,  and  they  recommend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
accompanying  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Police  Commissioners  be  re- 
quested to  till  all  vacancies  now  existing  in  the  police 
department. 

Alderman  Viles — The  committee  met  and  consid- 
ered the  report  of  the  commissions  rs  in  relation  to 
the  petition  of  Mr.  Bornstein,  wherein  he  asks  for 
more  protection  ill  the  business  parts  of  the  city. 
The  commissioners  simply  refer  to  their  reports  of 
1879,  '80,  and  '81,  wherein  they  asked  tor  an  increase 
of  the  force.  We  had  the  chairman  of  the  commis- 
sion betoi  e  us,  and  after  questioning  him  ascertained 
that  they  had  16  vacancies  in  the  department.  When 
a-keu  why  they  wouldn't  fill  those  vacancies  he  said 
their  appropriation  was  cut  down  eight  thou-and 
dollars  and  they  feared  they  w-juld  exceed  their 
appropriation.  We  find  that  in  four  months 
they  have  saved  $5747.04,  which  is  almost  six 
thousand  of  the  eight  thousand  dollars.  There- 
fore the  committee  felt  warranted  in  asking  them  to 
fill  the  vacancies  in  the  force,  as  the  citizens  are  con- 
stantly asking  lor  more  men,  and  be.ieving  that  the 
commissioners  would  have  ample  to  carry  the  de- 
partment through,  we  recommend  that  the  com- 
missioners be  requested  to  fill  the  force  up  to  its 
maximum  number.  There  are  now  nearly  80  men  on 
vacation,  some  8  or  9  are  at  the  bath  houses,  18  are 
on  the  liquor  squad,  and  there  are  others  on  the  pub- 
lic grounds.  This  is  the  time  of  the  year  when  the 
force  should  be  full,  if  at  all.  In  the  winter  100 men 
could  be  spared  better  than  a  single  place  could  be 
allowed  to  be  unfilled  now.  Tie  committee  there- 
fore report  that  the  force  should  be  filled  up  at  once. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

MEDICAL  EXAMINERS'  DISTRICTS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following: 

Keport  from  Committee  on  Police  on  petition  of 
F.  W.  Draper,  M.  D.,  for  a  new  division  of  ihe  med- 
ical districts  in  this  county,  recommending  the  pas- 
sage oi  at,  order— Tnat  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  6,  Chapter  200,  Acts  of  1877,  the 
City  of  Boston  is  hereby  divided  into  two  medical 
districts,  as  follows:  beginning  at  the  Ess»x-street 
bridge,  thence  running  through  the  centre  of  Brigh- 
ton avenue  to  Beacon  street;  thence  through  the 
centre  of  Beacon  street  to  Park  street;  thence 
through  the  centre  of  Park  street  to  Tremont  street; 
across  Tiemont  street  to  Winter  street;  thence 
through  the  centre  of  Winter  s'reet  to  Summer 
street;  thence  through  the  centre  of  Summer  street 
o  the  water.    Order  passed. 

PERMITS   FOR   STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  board: 

Reports  in  favor  of  grunting  permits  to  occupy 
stables  as  follows,  on  the  u.-ual  condition,  with  the 
additional  conditions  named: 

Walworth  Manufacturing  Co.,  O  street,  near 
East  First  street. 
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Metropolitan  R.  R.  Co.,  on  Border  street  and  Lex- 
rneton  street,  E.  B. 

Thomas  E.  Turnbull,  on  Rock  "View  street,  near 
Enfield  street,  Ward  23. 

X.  T.  Robinson,  on  Dorchester  avenue,  rear  of 
Dorchester  Gas  Co, 

Michael  Mitchell,  on  Gilbert  street,  corner  Hoff- 
man street,  on  condition  that  there  shall  be  no  open- 
ings on  such  end  as  the  Superintendent  of  Health 
shall  designate. 

Hermann  Bencks,  337  Third  street,  on  condition 
that  s'able  shall  be  placed  on  rear  of  lot  and  10  feet 
from  the  adjoining  line  without  openings  in  the  rear. 

George  S.  Johnson,  on  Curve  street,  on  condition 
that  suc'\  appl'ances  for  protection  against  fire  shall 
be  furnished  as  the  Committee  and  Superintendent 
of  Health  shall  direct. 

Severally  accepted. 


CLERK  HIRE  IU   THE  COURTS. 

Alderman  Tucker  presented  requisHions  from  the 
Clerks  of  Courts  for  the  amounts  for  clerk  hire  iu 
August,  as  follows: 

Superior  Criminal  Court $20K  33 

Superior  Civil  Court 233  32 

Supreme  Judicial  Court 135  00 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

YACCI^E  VIRUS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis,  the  board  took 
from  the  table  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Health 
upon  the  supply  o?  vaccine  virus,  ana  referred  the 
same  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health,  with  in- 
structions to  give  the  parties  a  hearing.    Sent  down. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  S'ile*. 
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Special  Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. 
SEPTEMBEP,    15,    1881. 


Special  meeting  at  1  o'clock  P.  M.,  called  by  the 
Mayor. 

JURORS   DRAWN. 

Four  grand  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Septenibei 
term  of  the  Superior  Civil  Court. 

Furtv  traverse  jurors  were  drawn  for  the  Septem- 
ber term  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving— 3.  W.  Wolcott,  for 
nagging  crossing  across  Dartmouth  street,  at  Hotel 
Vendome. 

Board  of  Fire  Commissioners,  for  leave  to  place 
poles  on  Adams  and  Bowdoin  streets. 

N.  E.  Piano  Co.  et  als.,  that  Harrison  avenue,  be- 
tween Newton  and  Maiden  streets,  be  covered  with 
the  Boston  asphalt  pavement. 

Petitions  for  brick  eidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of 
City  of  Boston,  corner  of  Warren  avenue  aDd  Dart- 
mouth street;  W.  H.  Leatherbee  &  Son,  122  Bast 
Dedham  street;  Mary  A.  Burr,  157  Chelsea  street; 
Aim  M.  Aienqui9t,  153  Chelsea  street. 

Patrick  Monahan  and  others,  that  Shainrjck 
street,  Ward  24,  be  graded  and  put  in  order. 

Rapid  Construction  Company,  for  leave  to  erect 
telegraph  poles  in  certain  streets,  principally  in 
Ward  22. 

James  J.  Flynn,  that  edgestones  be  set  and  side- 
walks laid  in  Gold  street,  between  C  and  D  streets. 

D.  M.  Walker  and  others, that  Lawrence  street,  be- 
tween Berkeley  and  Clarendon  streets,  be  put  in 
order. 

Ruggles-street  Baptist  Society,  for  leave  to  place  a 
lamppost  in  sidewalk  beiore  their  church. 

Hicks  Bros.,  for  leave  to  erect  two  lampposts  in 
the  sidewalk  opposite  the  doors  of  Monument  Hall, 
Hancock  Bqnare,  Charlestown. 

Eastern  R.  R.  Co.,  for  a  crosswalk  on  Causeway 
street,  from  the  easterly  corner  of  their  pas3enger 
depot. 

Geo.  H.  Wells,  that  Coleman  street,  Ward  24,  be 
put  in  order. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  vart  of  the 
Board. — Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  fol- 
lows: John  McNamara,  new  wooden,  1  horse,  rear 
869  Eighth  street,  Ward  14;  John  Crowley,  old 
wooden,  12  horses,  I  street,  near  Sixth  street,  Ward 
14;  Middlesex  R.  R.  Co.,  addition,  50  additional 
borse3,  Main  street  corner  of  Dorrance  street,  Ward 
4;  John  Carty,  new  wooden,  1  horse,  Jamaica  street 
near  South  street,  Ward  23;  P.  J.  Saunders,  new 
wooden,  1  horse.  Dorchester  avenue  near  Commerce 
street,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— John  B.  O'Brien  and 
others,  for  street  lamps  on  the  passageway  leading 
from  91  Chambers  street  to  Leverett  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers — Charles  H.  Wetmore 
and  others  for  a  sewer  in  Charles  street,  Ward  21. 

Geo.  W.  Fowle,  trustee,  for  a  sewer  in  Danforth 
street,  W.  R. 

James  J.  Flynn,  for  a  sewer  in  Gold  street,  be- 
tween C  and  D  streets. 


THE  SPECIAL  ELECTION  IN  WARD  10. 

Alderman  Viles  presented  the  following: 
At  the  request  of  the  City  Clerk  we  have  examined 
the  returns  of  votes  cast  in  Ward  10  on  the  10th  in- 
stant for  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  in  place 
of  Eugene  B.  Hagar.  resigned,  and  find  that  the 
same  are  correctly  made  and  entered  in  the  records, 
from  which  it  appears  that 

Prentiss  Cunimings  had 132 

Daniel  S.  Burnham 47 

And  that  said  Cumnimgs  is  accordingly  chosen. 
Clinton  Viles, 
cyr0s  s.  haldeman. 
Ordered,  That  the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to  notify 
Prentiss  Cunimings  that  he  has  been  duly  elected  a 
member  ol  the  Common  Council  from  Ward  10,  in 
place  of  Eugene  B.  Hagar,  resigned. 
The  report  was  accepted  and  the  ord^r  was  passed. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  board: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  following  pe- 
titions to  occupy  stables : 

Timothy  Hailoran,  on  Greenwich  place,  Ward  24. 

Samuel  Williams,  on  Clarence  place,  Wa?:d  24. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw,  as  per  request,  on 
the  petition  of  Owen  Nawn  to  occupy  stable  on  Wy- 
man  place  extension,  Ward  23. 

Severally  accepted. 

BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Bridges: 

Ordered,  That  Broadway  bridge  be  closed  against 
all  travel  on  Friday,  the  16th  inst.,  and  remain 
closed  until  the  repairs  on  the  draw  are.  completed. 

Passed. 

Report  that  the  Fitchburg  R.  R.  Co.  have  leave  to 
build  two  driveways  from  Warren  bridge  to  their 
premises,  on  condition  that  the  same  are  constructed 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  City  Engineer.    Accepted. 

Report  that  James  Morrison  has  been  duly  ap- 
pointed assistant  superintendent  of  Mandon-street 
bridge,  and  his  appointment  approved  by  saic7  com- 
mittee.   Placed  on  rile. 

Report  on  petitions  of  Standard  Sugar  Refinery, 
Bo»too  Wharf  Co.  and  others,  that  the  draw  of  Mt. 
Washington-avenue  bridgsbe  widened;  that  the  width 
of  the  draw  opening  In  the  bridge  in  question  is  now 
36  feet  5  inches.  This  width  is  insufficient 
to  admit  the  passage  of  vessels  employed 
in  the  East  India  sugar  trade,  many  of  which 
are  39  feet  wide,  and  in  consequence  thereof  the 
cargoes  have  to  be  landed  below  the  bridge  and 
teamed,  at  considerable  extra  expense,  to  the  peti- 
tioners' works.  Besides  the  extra  cost  of  teaming 
there  is  considerable  additional  expense  for  wharfage, 
etc.,  which,  taken  together,  adds  largely  to  the  cost 
of  production,  and  places  the  petitioners  at  a 
disadvantage  in  competing  with  others  who  have  bet- 
ter facilities  for  handling  the  raw  material.  The 
same  is  true  of  other  kind?  of  business  located  above 
the  bridge,  all  of  which  are  interested  in  having  the 
passage  of  larger  vessels  facilitated.  In  view  of  the 
large  basiness  interests  involved  your  committee  are 
of  the  opinion  that  the  draw  should  be  widened  to  40 
feet  in  accordance  with  the  petitioners'  request,  and 
what  is  in  fact  a  resiriction  on  the  commerce  of  the 
port  removed,  and  they  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  re- 
quested to  provide  a  special  appropriation  of  $6500 
for  wideniDg  the  draw  of  Mt.  Washington-avenue 
bridge. 

Ordei  passed.    Sent  down. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Viles. 
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Meeting  of  the  Common  Council. 
SEPTEMBER    15,    1881. 


Regular  meeting,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  7'/2 
o'clock  P.  M.,  Andrew  J.  Bailey,  President,  in  the 
chair. 

NEW   MEMBER   QUALIFIED. 

Mr.  Wheeler,  of  Ward  10,  presented  the  creden- 
tials of  Prentiss  Cummings,  Esq.,  member  of  the 
Common  Council  elect  from  Ward  10,  in  place  of 
Eugene  B.  Hagar,  resigned.  Mr.  Wheeler  was  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  conduct  Mr.  Cummings  to 
the  City  Clerk  to  be  qualified,  and  presently  reported 
that  rhe  duty  had  been  performed,  and  that  Mr. 
Cummings  had  taken  the  usual  oaths  of  office  before 
the  City  Clerk.  Mr.  Cummings  took  his  seat  at  the 
board. 

PAPEKS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

1.  Auditor's  Monthly  Exhibit.  (City  Doc.  No.  119.) 
Placed  on  file. 

Vaccine   Virus. 

2.  Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Health  (to  near 
interested  parties)  of  tee  report  of  the  Board  of 
Health  on  the  subject  of  vaccine  virus  used  for  the 
public. 

Mr.  Means  of  Ward  20 — I  move  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  this  subject.  The  first  thing  which 
attracted  my  attention  in  this  matter  was  an  adver- 
tisement which  appeared  some  time  since  in  the 
newspapers,  which  read  as  follows: 

"The  Board  of  Health  of  Boston  having  adver- 
tised that 'Pure  Animal  Virus'  is  used  in  the  free 
public  vaccination  now  carried  on  in  this  city,  with- 
out indicating  the  source  of  supply,  a  very  general 
impression  natuially  prevails  that  the  virus  is  ob- 
tained from  me. 

"I  therefore  consider  it  necessary  to  state  distinctly 
that  I  do  not  furnish  a  particle  of  the  virus  used  by 
the  Board  of  Health,  and  am  not  to  be  held  account- 
able for  anything  that  mav  result  from  its  use." 

This  ;s  signed  Henry  A.  Martin,  M.D.,  who  I  suppose 
is  the  petitioner  to  whom  the  hearing  would  be  granted 
in  this  case.  When  I  saw  that,  witnout  knowing  any- 
thing of  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  I  wojdtred 
at  the  conceit  of  a  man  who  would  publish  such  a 
thing.  I  did  not  know  anything  about  Henry  A. 
Martin,  and  I  didn't  suppose  anybody  ever  thought 
for  a  moment,  when  vaccine  matter  was  offered  to 
them,  whether  it  came  from  Dr.  Martin's  or  not,  I 
suppose  they  do  not  care  where  it  came  from.  The 
idea  of  a  man  publishing  such  a  thing  in  the  newspa- 
pers I  consider  an  insult  to  the  City  of  Boston.  That 
matter  was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Health  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  The  Board  of  Health  have  re- 
ported that  the  vaccine  matter  they  use  is  just  as 
good  as  that  obtained  from  Dr.  Martin.  They  visited 
the  place  where  these  points  are  made,  the  aniinals 
were  examined,  and  everything  was  perfectly  satis- 
factory. Nowhere  does  Dr.  Martin  charge  that  the 
virus  which  the  Board  of  Health  use  is  r.ot  equal  to 
that  which  he  furnished, and  others  have  pronounced 
it  even  better.  It  is  more  than  foolishness  for  him  to 
come  in  here  and  a5k  for  a  hearing.  If  you  will  pardon 
me  for  going  a  little  farther,  at  one  time  Dr.  Martin 
had  a  monopoly  of  this  business,  and  the  way  he 
treated  the  City  of  Boston  is  set  forth  in  a  letter  to 
the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Health.  It  is  rather  a 
long  letter,  and  I  will  read  only  the  part  applicable 
to  this  subject: 

"I  am  not  anxious  to  supply  more  virus  for  she 
city  vaccination,  and  would  respectfully  notify  you, 
a*  I  already  have  notified  Dr.  Greenougb,  that  my 
'rates'  are  what  they  have  been— 20  cents  per  point, 
and  from  this  rate  I  shall  make  no  discount  what- 
ever; furthermore,  as  keeping  account  with,  and 
collecting  them  from  the  city  is  an  infinite  labor  and 
trouble,  I  shall  decline  to  furnish  virus  for  the  city 
vaccination  unless  the  order  is  accompanied  by  a  re- 
mittance." 

And  that  to  the  City  of  Boston!  I  will  make  no 
coiinaeut  upon  it.  It  needs  none.  A  man  who 
would  write  a  letter  like  that  to  the  city  needs  not  to 
come  afterwards  and  ask  for  a  public  hearing.  I 
am  disposed  to  hear  everybody's  story,  when  I  be- 
lieve anything  can  be  gained  from  It.  But  when  I 
have  read  those  two  things,  they  satisfy  me  conclu- 
sively, that  if  I  was  to  hear  a  man  from  now  until 


doomsday  I  shouldn't  change  my  judgment  one  iota. 
When  this  matter  was  referred  to  the  Board  of 
Health  they  considered  it  carefully.  They  haye 
made  a  gentlemanly  report,  which  covers  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case.  They  say  the  virus  is  ob- 
tained from  the  New  England  Vaccine  Company.  It 
is  a  responsible  company  which  furnishes  good 
virus.  That  virus  has  been  proved  by  ex- 
periment to  be  good,  and  to  take  good.  I  am  told 
that  as  many  as  46  out  of  50  cases,  by  personal  exam- 
ination of  tne  Board  of  Health,  have  proved  to  be 
good  vaccinations.  Moreover,  it  is  supplied  to  the 
city  at  a  much  less  rate  than  Dr.  Martin's  was.  I  be 
lieve  the  price  of  the  virus  of  the  New  Englaud  Vac- 
cine Co.  is  less  than  one-half  what  Dr.  Martin 
proposed  to  furnish  it  for,  and  they  do  not  ask  for  a 
remittance  with  each  order.  It  is  used  in  the  army 
and  navy  by  United  States  authority.  It  seems  to 
me  the  Board  of  Health  have  covered  the  ground 
without  any  reference  to  these  miserable  letters  which 
have  been'  addressed  to  the  city  by  Dr.  Martin.  I 
hope  it  will  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21 — I  hope  it  wid  not  be  in- 
definitely postponed.  Dr.  Martin  is  one  of  our  able 
physicians.  He  is  the  inventor  of  this  method  of 
getting  pure  vaccine,  and  I  think  he  is  entitled  to  a 
hearing  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11—1  hope  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  20  will  prevail,  that  the 
matter  be  indefinitely  postponed.  As  I  understand, 
there  has  been  no  complaint  from  those  who  have 
been  using  this  material  that  it  is  poor  in  quality. 
I  went  to  the  Board  of  Health  and  inquired,  and  they 
said  the  vaccine  furnished  them  was  perfectly  satis- 
factory. I  found  further  that  in  the  last  epidemic 
that  virus  furnished  by  both  this  company  and  Dr. 
Martin  was  used,  and  that  some  furnished  by  Dr. 
Martin  did  not  prove  as  satisfactory  as  that  from 
other  sources.  The  Board  of  Health  get  it  cheaper 
from  the  New  England  Company,  and  find  it  better 
in  quality  than  the  other.  As  the  Board  of  Health 
have  made  a  report,  I  do  not  see  any  reason  why  it 
should  be  looked  into  any  further. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  War  1 13— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
20  seems  to  have  posted  himself  in  thi»  matter.  I 
would  inquire  if  any  other  parties  are  interested  in 
this  matter  besides  Dr.  Martin?  If  there  are  such 
they  should  be  heard. 

Mr.  Means— I  do  not  know  that  there  are.  My  at- 
tention was  first  attracted  to  it  by  this  advertisement 
in  the  newspapers.  When  it  came  before  the  Com- 
mon Council  some  time  ago  I  thought  it  a  little 
strange,  but  I  voted  for  it. 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5—1  do  not  see  that  anv  one  has 
made  a  request  lor  a  hearing,  and  cannot  see  an/  ne- 
cessity for  one. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  prevailed. 

Sundry   Matters. 

4.  Order  to  petition  for  authority  to  appoint  one  or 
more  assistants  to  the  Harbor  Master. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  should  like  some  ex- 
planation in  regard  to  that,  if  anj  member  can  give 
it.    It  does  not  seem  to  come  from  any  committee. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

5.  Order  authorizing  the  payment  of  certain  mem- 
bers of  the  police  force  on  September  1,  instead  of 
on  the  regular  pay-day.  Indefinitely  po  tponed  on 
motion  ot  Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  16. 

6.  Report  and  order  requesting  the  Police  Com- 
missioners to  fill  existing  vacancies  in  the  police 
force.    Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

7.  Report  and  order  to  provide  that  no  conditions 
shall  be  inserted  in  deeds  given  by  the  city,  without 
special  reasons,  but  that  restrictions  may  be  im- 
posed. Ordinance  passed  in  concurrence.  A  recon- 
sideration was  refused. 

The  Old  State  House. 

3.  Order  to  lease  the  Old  State  House,  and  for  the 
expenditure  of  not  exceeding  S3E, 000  for  the  repair 
of  the  building. 

The  question  was  upon  concurrence. 

Mr.  Pope  of  Ward  9—1  wish  to  say  a  word  or  so  on 
the  subject  of  the  Old  State  House.  Mr.  President, 
this  matter  has  been  before  the  two  branches  of  the 
City  Government  some  time,  and  it  seems  to  me  the 
more  we  discuss  it  the  worse  it  gets.  For  one,  I  am 
not  willing  to  spend  $35,000  of  the  city's  money  for 
the  purpose  of  repairing  the  Old  State  House.  The 
order  passed  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  seems 
to  be  a  different  one  trom  that  which  was  contem- 
plated by  the  committee  to  whom  this  matter 
was  referred.  They  tell  me  they  have  the  power, 
under  that  order,  to  lease  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the 
Oil  State  House.  If  this  were  for  the  purpose  of 
leasing  the  whole  of  the  Old  State  House,  I  should 
not  object.    Bat  I  understand  it  is  the  intention  of 
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the  committee  to  lease  the  basement  and  first  floor, 
and  keep  the  upper  story  for  a  memorial  hall.  I  do 
not  believe  the  City  of  Boston  wants  to  do  anything 
of  that  kind.  If  the  city  must  take  this  place  for  a 
memorial  hall,  it  will 'be  better  to  takeN  the  whole 
rather  than  a  portion  of  it  and  have  business  going 
on  below.  They  tell  us  it  is  necessary  to  spend 
$35,000  in  repairing  the  building.  But  we  find 
that  it  is  not  so,  for  they  are  to  spend  it  not  for 
the  purpose  of  putting  it  in  good  order,  but  to 
put  it  back  where  it  was  100  years  ago.  They  tell  us 
they  are  going  to  put  back  the  two  small  windows  on 
Washington  street,  as  they  were  100  years  ago.  Now, 
sir,  I  cannot  see  the  idea  of  the  committee  or  the 
people— I  will  not  «ay  the  people  desire  it,  because 
they  do  not — but  I  cannot  see  the  idea  of  the  com- 
mittee in  desiring  to  delude  the  ceople  of  Boston  by 
building  up  a  spurious  Old  State  House.  They  tell 
us  they  are  going  to  fix  the  State-street  entrance, 
take  those  step1?  down,  and  put  it  back  as  it  was  100 
years  ago,  and  then  hold  it  out  to  the  people  as  being 
the  identical  Old  State  House  of  100  years  ago.  Mr. 
President,  I  am  opposed  to  this,  and  I  believe  the 
people  of  Boston  are  opposed  to  it.  If  it  is  absolute- 
ly necessary  to  repair  the  Old  State  House,  a  smaller 
sum  of  fifte?n  oi  twenty  thousand  dollars  will  be 
sufficient.  I  do  not  believe  the  people  want  the  place 
leased  ex-parte.  It  it  must  be  lease  1  let  it  be  leased 
in  toto.  If  we  must  take  it  for  a  memorial 
hall,  let  tbem  have  the  whole  of  it.  I  believe  the 
people  do  not  want  it  leased  for  a  memorial  hall.  I 
believe  the  sentiment  is  for  leasing  it  for  business 
purposes  and  getting  a  revenue  from  it.  I  believe 
this  sentimentality  is  going  too  far.  I  have  thatfeel- 
ing  too,  but  wheu  it  is  charging  the  people  835,000 
for  it,  I  think  that  is  going  too  far.  I  like  to  have 
old  landmarks,  hut  when  they  cost  too  dearly,  I 
think  it  is  time  to  recede.  We  can  have  but  one  In- 
dependence Hall.  The  Declaration  ot  Indepen- 
dence was  not-  written  all  over  the  United  States, 
but  in  Philadelphia.  We  can  never  make  an  Inde- 
dence  Hall  of  the  Old  State  House.  I  hope 
the  Council  will  not  vote  away  $35,000  of  the 
people's  money  for  repairing  the  Old  State 
House.  The  appropriation  is  not  for  the  purpose  of 
repairing  the  building.  When  they  get  the  authority 
from  the  two  branches  they  will  spend  the  money  for 
the  very  purpose  of  changing  the  Old  State  House  of 
to-day  to  the  Old  State  House  of  100  years  ago,  and 
when  ten  years  pass  over  our  heads  the  Old  State 
House  will  be  a  thing  of  the  past.  I  am  opposed  to 
spending  this  amount  of  money  on  the  Old  State 
House,  and  hope  the  Council  will  vote  to  lease  the 
whole  building  from  bottom  to  attic.  If  the  city 
must  take  the  whole  building  let  them  do  it.  If  we 
have  become  so  sentimental  that  we  must  imitate 
Philadelphia,  and  have  a  memorial  hall,  let  us  have 
one,  but  I  think  the  people  do  not  want  it.  I  am 
ready  to  vote  against  this  expenditure  of  the  people's 
money. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  was  very  much  sur- 
prised at  the  idea  of  such  a  speech  made,  until  I  re- 
membered, fortunately,  that  we  had  a  new  member 
here  to-night,  who  hadn't  heard  anything  of  this 
matter.  I  hope  our  new  friend  from  Ward  10  lis- 
tened attentively.  A  gentleman  once  said  of  a  law- 
yer's speech  that  he  had  heard  it  over  and  over 
again,  at  a  horse  trot,  at  a  camp  meeting  and  other 
places,  and  thought  it  a  pretty  good  speech.  Now  I 
am  not  going  to  let  anybody  have  an  opportunity  to 
repeat  that  story  of  me,  for  which  I  see  the  Council 
are  duly  grateful.  After  tbe  long  fight  we  have  had 
with  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  at  their  last  meeting 
they  virtually  concurred  with  everything  we  have 
asked  for.  They  have  changed  the  form  of  the  order 
slightly,  and  that  is  all.  Inasmuch  as  for  the  last 
four  or  five  months,  with  debates,  public  meetings, 
etc.,  the  Council  have  maintained  this  position,  if 
they  desire  to  carry  this  thing  out,  as  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  have  finally  agreed  to  give  us  the  money, 
I  hope  we  will  concur  with  them. 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  yeas  13,  nays  47: 

Yeas— Bartlett,  Bigelow,  Cotton,  Fisk,  Gove,  Ma- 
guire,  Mathews,  P.  Morrison, Pope,  Rosnosky,  Smith, 
Swan,  Wheeler— 13. 

JNays — Barry,  Beal,  Boyle,  Brimbecom,  Brown, 
Child,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Connell,  Coscello,  Cro- 
nin,  C'ummings,  Daly,  Dana,  Devlin,  C.  F.  uoherty, 
J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell,  Fitz- 
patrick,  Ford,  Freeman,  Greenough,  Hart,  Hilton, 
Huntress,  Lauten,  Lovcll,  McCoruiick,  McNamara, 
Means,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Murphy,  Parkjjan,  Powers, 
Pratt,  Pray,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Teevan,  Viles,  Walsh, 
Welch,  Whitmore,  Williams^47. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Bowker,  H.  Clapp,  Denney, 
Folan,  Harding,  Hosley,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J. 
McLaughlin,  Mullett,  Wakefield,  Wharton— 11. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  and  on 


motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  rule  was  suspended,  41 
for,  7  against.  Tbe  order  was  read  a  second  time  and 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1 — I  move  to  strike  out  that  part 
of  the  order  which  provides  for  the  expenditure  of 
$35,000.  I  propose  to  say  but  a  word  on  this 
matter.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  entirely  unnecessary  to 
spend  any  such  sum  of  money  as  that,  and  that  it  is 
not  for  the  interest  of  the  City  of  Boston.  If  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  do  what  it  seems  to 
me  and  a  great  many  Others  to  be  for  the  best  interest 
of  the  city,  they  will  lease  it  to  parties  who  will  make 
their  own  repairs. 

The  order  was  declared  passed  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Pope  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for  a  verifi- 
cation by  yeas  and  nays.  The  Council  refused  to  or- 
der the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whitinore  movei  a  reconsideration.    Lost. 
Public  Institutions. 

8.  Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  of  four  thou- 
sand dollars  from  the  Reserved  Fund  tor  the  provis- 
ion of  facilities  for  extinguishing  fires  at  Deer  Island. 

9.  Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  of  seven  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars  fro  in  the  Reseived  Fund 
for  the  maintenance  of  Charlestown  Almshouse  dur- 
ing the  present  financial  year. 

The  orders  were  severally  passed  in  concurrence, 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  yeas  56,  nays  0. 

NORFOLK-AVENUE  NUISANCE. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart,  of  Ward  18,  the  order  for 
a  transfer  of  $2000  from  the  Reserve  Fund  for  the 
abatement  of  a  nuisance  on  NorfolK  avenue,  etc., 
was  taken  from  file  and  passed,  yeas  56,  niys  0. 
Sent  up. 

EVENING  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  in  order 
that  he  might  offer  an  order— That  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer 
from  the  Reserved  Fund  to  the  appropriation  for 
schoolhouses  and  public  buildings,  the  sum  of  $3500. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  order  offered  and 
ordered  to  a  second  reading.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved 
tosaspend  the  rule  requiring  a  reference  of  the  order 
to  the  Finance  Committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore— rhis  matter  comes  from  a  sub- 
committee of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 
On  July  11th,  at  the  request  of  the  School  Committee, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  were  authorized 
to  fit  up  rooms  in  the  new  High  and  Latin  School- 
house  for  an  Evening  High  School.  On  the  following 
day,  before  the  Mayor  had  signed  the  order,  the 
committee  met  and  appointed  a  sub-committee,  who 
sent  word  to  the  School  Committee  on  the 
same  day  requesting  them  to  indicate  what 
room  they  wanted,  because  it  involved  the  put- 
ting in  of  gas-pipes,  etc.  The  architect  had  estima- 
ted that  it  would  cost  $3500  to  put  in  gas-pipes. 
We  have  no  appropriation  for  that  purpose. 
There  is  some  doubt  whether  it  is  best  to  put  in  gas- 
pipes;  hut  if  the  committee,  who  have  been  for  the 
last  week  doing  everything  they  could  to  leam  the 
views  of  the  School  Committee,  conclude  that  is  the 
best  thing  to  do,  they  will  need  the  money.  Inas- 
much as  various  attacks  have  been  made  in  the  news- 
papers that  the  City  Council  is  dilatory  in  giving  ac- 
commodations to  the  Evening  High  School,  it  does 
not  seem  to  me  that  the  City  Council  should  wish  to 
have  anything  laid  to  its  charge,  and  therefore  I 
have  offered  this  order  giving  <he  committee  author- 
ity to  make  the  expenditure  and  have  moved  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  so  that  it  need  not  go  to  the 
Finance  Committee.  The  amount  is  small,  and  there 
is  sufficient  in  the  reserve  fund.  The  committee 
cannot  act  upon  this  matter  until  they  have  the 
means,  and  I  hope  the  Council  will  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— I  should  like  to  ask 
why  the  unexpended  balance  for  the  English  High 
and  Latin  School  building,  which  I  see  is  $2424,  can- 
not be  used  for  this  purpose,  instead  of  taking  it 
from  the  reserved  fund?  I  refer  to  page  5,  Docu- 
ment 119. 

Mr.  Whitmore— As  I  understand  the  somewhat 
complicated  system  of  bookkeeping  in  practice  at 
City  Hall,  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  have 
no  control  over  the  English  High  and  Latin  School 
building  appropriation,  since  the  bailding  has  been 

g radically  completed,  and  delivered  to  the  School 
ommitte'e.  If  the  gentleman  will  look  on  page  4 
he  will  see  that  the  committee  have  an  appropriation 
which  they  can  spend,  but  that  is  already  divided  into 
sub-divisions,  and  we  have  absolutely  no  money 
which  we  can  spend  for  this  purpose,  it  being  some- 
thing not  contemplated  when  the  appropriation 
was  made.  The  committee  have  no  right  to 
check  against  the  balance  of  the  appropriation 
for  building  the  English  High  and  Latin  School.   At 
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this  particular  moment  I  think  be  will  uerce  with  me 
that  it  will  Do  unwue  to  take  a  part  here  and  apart 
there.  This  $2500  which  stands  to  the  credit  of  the 
English  High  and  Latin  School  appropriation  will 
be  carried  into  the  sinking  fund,  but  it  is  all  the 
city'*  money  and  1t  will  nj»ke  no  difference  in  the 
end.  X  hope  the  gentleman  will  not  press  the  objec- 
tion for  that  reason. 

Mr.  Pratt  o£  Ward  21—1  should  be  very  unwilling 
to  interpose  any  unneces=ary  obstacles  to  having  an 
appropriation  provided  for  furnishing  accommoda- 
tions for  the  Evening  High  School,  but  I  feel  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  failed  to  make  out 
any  case  for  having  this  matter  take  such  an  un- 
usual course  as  he  proposes.  He  ka»  not  snowu 
any  reason  why  it  should  not  take  the  usual 
course  and  go  to  the  Finance  Committee,  to  be 
passed  upon  by  them,  if  they  think  it  proper. 
It  cones  to  us  from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
without  a  report  from  any  committee  whatever.  It 
seems  to  have  been  lalked  over  by  a  sub-committee, 
but  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  do  not  make 
any  report  about  it,  and  I  do  not  see  any  estimate  of 
what  the  cost  will  be,  or  statement  of  what  they  W;Sn 
to  do.  The  difficulty  of  lighting  rooms  there  for  this 
purpose  is  not  a  new  matter,  and  I  am  somewhat 
surprised  to  find  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  recommending  a  large  appropria- 
tion to  introduce  gas  fixtures  into  that  building,  as 
the  committee  have  been  very  much  opposed  to  it 
heretofore.  I  wold  prefer  to  have  this  take  the 
usual  course. 

Mr.  Loved  of  Ward  1— Do  I  unfierstaDd  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  to  state  that  this  $'2224  has 
passed  out  of  the  hands  of  the  committee,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  use  it?  I  >ee  that  in  August  a  draft  of 
$152  was  made.  I  should  like  to  know  in  whose 
hands  the  balance  remains. 

Mr.  Whit  more— I  understand  that  the  appiopi'ia- 
tion  for  the  English  High  and  Latin  School  was 
eari  ied  along  from  year  to'  year  for  the  purpose  ot 
finishing  the  building;  and  thougt  tne  building  is 
now  flushed,  it  might  baupen  that  bills  incurred  a 
year  ago  may  come  in,  be  duly  certified  by  the  archi- 
tects and  raid  from  th  t  appropriation.  If  I  under- 
stand ariaht  the  committee  have  no  control  over  the 
appropriation  because  the  building  is  supposed  to 
have  been  finished.  This  little  bill  is  probably  one 
that  has  recently  come  in.  aud  which  had  not  been 
presented  in  due  season.  The  balance  is  kept 
along  to  pay  such  bills.  The  Auditor  will  not  allow 
any  lull  unless  incurred  in  nutans  up  the  building. 
In  reply  to  the  gciitlennu  from  Ward  21 — the  Com- 
mittee 'on  Public  Buildings  put  this  whole  matter 
into  the  hands  of  a  sub-committee  consisting  of 
AMcniian  O'Brien,  Councilman  Howard  Clapp 
and  mvseif,  who  have  had  two  or  thre-  meetings. 
We  met  yesterday  and  a  quorum  was  present,  Alder- 
man O'Brien  and  myself:  and  in  view  of  the  pres- 
sure made  uoon  us  by  the  School  Committee  we  felt 
--aiy  to  do  something.  We  could  not  get  the 
whole  committee  together  to  make  a  report,  and  I 
have  not  submitted  his  a-  a  report.  But  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  sub-committee  it  was  voted  that  I  should 
put  in  this  order.  I  ask  that  it  be  acted  uoon  to- 
night  that  the  Council  may  not  seem  to  throw  any  im- 
pediment in  the  way  of  furnishing  evening  nigh 
tor  the  uesent  year.  The  matter  has  been  un- 
fortunately delayed  by  the  School  Committee.  They 
ae  in  and  wanted  to  know  why  we  had  not  got 
ready  lor  the  Evening  high  School'  which  thev  hid 
advertised  to  begin  on  the  first  of  October.  I  do  not 
know  that  the  committee  oesire  to  light  this 
building  with  gas;  tbey  may  not  conclude  to  do  it. 
The  order  will  go  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  Mon- 
day; probably  both  branches  will  stand  adjourned 
lor  a  fortnight,  and  if  we  refuse  to  provide  the 
means  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  School  Com- 
mitter, very  well;  but  I  wish  the  Council  to  under- 
-tand  that  before  they  vote.  The  full  committee 
have  not  bad  an  opportunity  to  make  a  thai  decision 
a*  to  whether  it  is" better  to  tit  up  the  building  ior 
gas  or  not:  nut  if  they  should  decide  that  that  is  the 
best  thing  to  do,  they  cannot  do  it  until  the  money  is 
appropiiated.  We  have  no  money  to  be  used  "for 
that  purpose.  This  order  will  merely  give  power  to 
rhe Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  spend  the 
money  hereafter.  The  sub-committee  and  th 
miitee  of  the  School  Committee  have  had  various 
meetings.  We  shall  not  nut  gas-pipes  into  that 
building  unless  we  find  it  absolutely  lieei 
When  the  building  was  erected  the  School  Com- 
mittee did  not  want  gas-pipes  in  it,  and  the 
City  Architect  was  against  it.  I  do  not 
thiols  it  would  be  best  to  undertake  to 
do  it  in  the  absence  of  the  City  Architect,  who  will 
tic  here  on  the  1st  of  October.  If  the  Council  sends 
the  order  to  the  Fiuauce  Committee,  aud  the  matter 


cannot  be  attended  to  until  the  first  of  October  the 
School  Committee  will  throw  the  blame  upon  .our 
shoulders  and  say  the  City  Council  has  refused  to 
give  thtm  the  money  to  put  the  building  in  order, 
and  very  possibly  tbey  will  throw  up  the  Evening 
High  School,  and  blame  tb3  City  Council  for  it.  The 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  will  not  spend  this 
money  unless  it  is  necessary.  The  committee  were 
requested  by  a  vote' of  the  City  Council  to  do  this 
thing,  but  no  appropriation  was  made.  It  was  a 
very  foolish  vote,  as  1  think  many  things  are  which 
aresent  to  us  Irom  other  departments;  but  we  were 
requested  in  July  last  to  furnish  these  accommoda- 
tions, and  have  no  money  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Lovell — 1  do  not  wisfl  the  gentleman  to  under- 
stand that  I  am  opposing  this  matter.  I  favor  it,  and 
btiieve  every  tacihty  should  be  given  to  the  evening 
high  school.  The  gentleman  expressed  my  idea  ex- 
actly in  reference  to  the  system  of  bookkeeping,  in 
stating  why  this  balance  cannot  be  used.  I  am  of 
the  opinion  that  the  system  of  bookkeeping  adopted 
here  is  injurious  to  some  of  the  departments.  Many 
departments  use  up  their  appropriation  because  the 
balance  is  to  be  turned  into  the  sinking  fund; 
whereas  1  think  many  of  them  would  be  proud  if 
they  could  have  the  credit  of  a  balance.  I  have  an 
idea  that  many  departments  spendtheirentire  appro- 
priation rather  than  have  the  balance  turned  into  the 
Sinking  Fund. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17— Is  this  $3500  to  be  expended 
for  piping  the  whole  building  or  certain  rooms?  and 
whether  those  rooms  aro  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
building  or  the  basement? 

Mr.  Whitinore;— I  wish  most  ferventlv  that  I  could 
answer  the  question,  because  that  is  the  one  we  have 
several  tunes  put  to  the  sub-commitice  on  Evening 
High  School,  and  tney  said  they  did  not  "know  any- 
thing about  it.  All  they  said  was  that  they  wanted 
rooms  iu  that  building;  we  asked  them  to  designate 
the  rooms,  and  they  declined.  After  that  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  ou  the  part  of  the  School  Coni- 
mitte,  said  lie  didn't  know  that  they  wanted  aay  of 
the  rooms.  The  tact  is  the  School  Committee  is 
hopelessly  at  sea  in  this  matter.  The  sum  men- 
tioned iu  the  order  is  what  I  understand  tj  be  the 
estimate  ot  the  City  Architect  for  piping  all  the  up- 
per rooms,  but  in  his  abseuce  I  would  not  under- 
take to  say  that  is  exactly  the  amount.  I  know  those 
were  the  figures  he  made  last  year  to  carry  out  the 
ideas  of  thj  School  Committee.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  School  Commtttee  want  six  rooms 'or 
ten;  1  don't  think  they  know  themselves.  This  ap- 
propriation is  merely  a  precaution  iu  case  they  come 
in  to-morrow  or  next  day  aud  say  what  they  want. 
I  des.re  that  the  committee  may  have  the  m"oneyr  in 
ham".,  and  not  have  it  thrown  into  their  faces  that  the 
City  Council  refused  to  furnish  the  mean:,  for  estab- 
lishing the  Evening  High  School.  T'-e  School  Com- 
mittee, hav.ug  been  in  a  wrangle  over  the  matter, 
are  trying  to  get  out  of  it  by  throwing  the  blame 
upon  the  CityCouncil.  If  we  appropriate  this  money 
they  must  fight  io  out  amongst  themselves.  The  City 
Council  got  its  foot  into  it  by  passing  the  order  of 
July  11th  requesting  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings to  fit  up  rooms  as  desired,  and  forgot  to  give 
them  any  monoy  to  do  it  with. 

Mr.Laulen  of  Ward  14—1  would  ask  whether  Mr. 
Welby  could  not  designate  a  room  in  that  school- 
house,  it  ne  wants  to?  Iunde.stand  that  he  is  the 
gentleman  who  desires  the  Eve   ing  High  School. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  understand  that  the  gent!emen 
who  make  the  request  are  Mr.  ReeJ,  the  Chairman, 
aud  Mr.  Hobbs  of  the  Committee  on  the  Evening 
High  School.  I  understand  that  other  gentlemen 
have  an  interest  iu  it.  I  do  not  recognize  the  name 
he  mentions,  and  don't  know  that  I  ever  heard  of  it 
iu  that  connection, 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— the  School  Committee 
want  93500,  and  having  got  the  money  they  will  then 
say  what  they  will  do  with  it.  The  last  report  of  the 
School  Committee  shows  ihat  the  Evening  High  School 
is  the  most  unsatisfactory  of  all  the  school  iu  the  city. 
The  evening  schools  of  the  next  higher  grade 
have  proved  very  successful,  and  have  been  doing 
a  very  good  work;  but  it  is  very  doubtful  as  to 
how  far  evening  instruction  should  lie  carried.  I 
hope  that  this  will  be  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee in  regular  course  and  not  be  rushed  through. 

Mr.  Whitmore  —  The  reference  to  .the  Finance 
Committee  is  to  be  purely  for  the  purpose  of  seeing 
whether  the  city  has  enough  money.  Lately  there 
seems  to  he  a  plan  adopted  that  the  committee  is  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  every  step  that  is  to  be 
taken.  It  is  not  the  intention  to  make  the  Finance 
Committee  a  judge  of  the  propriety  of  every  meas- 
ure. A  reference  to  them  is  to  see  whether  the 
finances  of  the  city  will  justify  a  loan  or  transfer, 
and  Is  a  mere  matter  of  form,    if  any  light  would  be 
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thrown  on  the  merits  of  the  question,  I  should 
not  object  to  the  reference.  I  wish  to  avoid 
the  reference  because  it  will  take  two  or  three 
weeks  longer,  and  bring  the  matter  to-  the  first 
of  October  before  anything  can  be  done,  and 
the  school  is  to  opened  then.  Whatever  the  result, 
the  vote  will  be  satisfactory  to  me.  I  come  here 
nierelv  to  get  instructions  and  present,  the  demands 
of  the  School  Committee,  and  to  suggest  to  the  Coun- 
cil that  they  can  shorten  the  process  of  raising  the 
money  by  not  insisting  upon  toe  reference.  It  the 
Council  do  not  agree  to  that  1  have  discharged  my 
duty  to  the  sub-committee,  which  I  represent,  and  to 
the  School  Committee. 

Mr.  Ford  of  Ward  17 — This  subject  has  been  very 
well  dissected,  and,  therefore,  I  move  the  previous 
question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered  and,  the  order  was 
passed  to  a  second  -reading,  33  for,  6  against..  Mr. 
Whitmore  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  so  that  the 
order  might  take  its  second  reading  to-night.  Car- 
ried, and  the  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21 — The  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  has  characterized  the  proceedings  of  other  de- 
partments ana  committees  as  foolish  in  respect  to 
the  matter  of  directing  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  to  provide  accommodation  for  the  Evening 
High  School.  He  is  also  ver.  anxious  to  have  the 
Council  relieve  itself  from  any  odium  that  may  be 
attached  to  anybody  on  accouut  of  not  having  the 
Evening  High  School  ready.  The  gentleman  is  rath- 
er far-sighted  to-night.  If  there  is  anybody  to  whom 
any  odium  should  be  attached,  and  anybody  who  is 
liable  to  be  charged  with  folly,  it  seems  to  me  it 
must  be  bis  own  committee,  because  they  have  had 
this  matter  in  charge  for  a  long  time;  they  have  not 
even  found  out  what  rooms  to  set  apart, havenot  found 
out  what  the  School  Committee  will  recommend,  and 
have  not  come  herewith  any  recommendation;  they 
do  not  know  whether  the  rooms  desired  are  in  the 
basement  or  attic;  they  don't  know  anythiug  about 
it.  But  some  people  want  the  Evening  High  School 
ready  by  the  1st  of  October,  and  in  order  to  stop  the 
hue  ana  cry  against  the  Council,  or  the  committee, 
the  gentleman  comes  here  and  moves  to  suspend  the 
rule.  He  might  just  as  well  move  to  susbend  the 
whole  pocket  edition.  Now,  Mr.  President,  there  is 
something  more  to  this  than  would  appear  at  first  . 
glance.  That  High  School  building  is  made  of  mas- 
sive masonry,  is  fire  proof,  and  has  no  gas  pipes  in 
any  of  the  rooms.  The  provision  for  gas  pipes  was 
purposely  left  out.  It  will  not  only  be  expensive  to 
put  gas  pipes  into  that  building,  but  it  will  cause  a 
mutilation  of  the  building.  It  is  not  necessary  to  put 
gas  pipes  in,  in  order  to  light  the  rooms.  There  are 
other  methods  of  lighting.  Thirty-five  hundred 
dollars  would  buy  a  thousand  student  lamps 
and  run  them  for  years;  and  every  gentle- 
man knows  that  such  a  lamp  is  much  better 
to  study  by  than  gas.  Before  the  committee 
come  here  and  ask  us  to  appropriate  thirty-five 
hundred  dollars  in  such  hot  haste  to  light  the  build- 
ing—not  to  light  it,  but  to  prepare  to  light  it;  and 
not  prepare- to  light  it,  but  to  get  ready  to  prepare  to 
light  it;  that  is  about  the  way  it  comes — before  they 
do  that  they  should  bring  in  a  recommendation. 
They  should  know  what  they  want  to  do, and  be  able 
to  tell  us  and  give  a  reason  which  will  command  our 
rcspecc.  I  do  not  believe  in  sending  thirty-five 
hundred  dollars  to  mutilate  that  building,  espe- 
cially against  all  our  rule  and  practice,  when 
there  is  no  knowing  what  sum  they  will  want,  or 
whether  the  method  of  lighting  the  building  will  be 
approved  by  either  the  full  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  the  School  Committee,  or  the  City  Council. 
I  move  the  reference  of  the  order  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  motion  to  refer  will 
not  prevail,  and  presume  we  shall  take  a  test  vote  on 
that  question.  The  geutleman  goes  out  ot  his  way  to 
accuse  me  of  ignorance  in  regard  to  a  matt  r  before 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  If  he  had  been 
on  that  committee  he  would  see  that  his  ignorance  is 
as  great  as  mine.  He  has  made  au  incorrect  state- 
ment, although  I  do  not  believe  he  intended  to  do  so. 
On  the  11th  of  July  the  Council  told  the  committee 
to  do  a  certain  thing  and  did  not  give  them  the 
money  to  do  it  with.  The  School  Committee  have 
askeo  us  to  carry  out  the  order  of  the  City  Council. 
The  committee  have  a  little  discretion  in  the  matter. 
If  they  find  that  it  is  best  to  put  gas  pipes  in  there, 
which  was  the  full  intention  of  the  Council 
as  expressed  in  the  order  of  last  July,  they 
have  no  monev  to  do  it  with.  AVe  think  we 
ought  to  be  put  in  the  possession  of  means  to 
do  it  with,  if  we  think  it  is  necessary.  That 
is  the  state  of  the  case  now.     The  Council  ought 


either  to  rescind  the  order  of  July  11th,  or  give  us 
the  money.  Tbey  ought  not  to  tell  us  to  do  a  thing 
which  the  School  Committee  ask  tor,  unless  they  give 
us  the  money  to  do  it  with.  If  we  refer  this  order  to 
the  Finance  Committee  we  cannot  carry  out  the  here- 
tofore expressed  wish  of  the  City  Council.  If  the 
Council  has  changed  its  mind,  and  do  not  want  to 
leave  it  optional  with  the  committee,  let  them  res- 
cind tbat  order;  but  do  not  put  us  in  the  position  of 
not  having  the  necessary  funds  to  carry  it  out. 

Mr.  Pratt — They  have  been  ever  since  the  11th  of 
July  finding  out  what  not  to  do  with  it.  If  we  refer 
it,  it  can  be  considered  by  the  Finance  Committee 
and  reported  back  a  week  from  to-night,  and  that 
will  not  put  them  back  very  far.  It  it  takes  Iroin 
the  11th  of  July  to  find  out  how  to  get  ready  to  find 
out  what  they  want,  to  do,  how  long  will  it  take  them 
to  do  something  after  they  get  ready  ? 

Mr.  Whiftnore— I  should  not  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man, but  when  the  facts  are  known  the  Council  will 
see  that  his  remarks  aie  absurd.  Tbe  sub-commit- 
tee asked  the  School  Committee,  on  the  20th  of  July, 
to  designa  e  the  rooms.  No  answer  was  received, 
and  that  is  the  reason  the  sub-committee  have  not 
acted.  We  have  been  ready  and  willing  to  act.  I 
would  venture  to  suggest  to  the  gentleman  that  it  is 
customary  for  departments  in  the  City  Government 
to  treat  each  other  with  courtesy.  We  sent  a  com- 
munication to  the  School  Committee,  and  received 
no  reply.  We  are  informed  that  the  letter  was  lost 
on  the  way.  That  is  anaccideutwe  could  not  pre- 
vent. Even  if  we  had  had  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  21  on  the  sub-committee,  I  doubt  if  we 
cotdd  have  learned  that  the  letter  had  mis- 
carried. I  made  personal  iuquiries  of  the  Clerk 
of  Committees,  a^d  ascertained  that  no  answer  had 
been  received.  Then  I  learned  that  tne  Chairman  of 
the  Sub-committee  on  Evening  High  School  had 
gone  away  on  vacation.  I  supposed  he  would  attend 
to  it  when  he  returned.  Now  when  the  gentleman, 
in  ignorance  of  these  matters  undertakes  to  throw 
out  a  slur  on  the  committee  that  they  have  not  been 
-doing  their  duty,  it  only  shows  tbat  he  is  seeking  to 
throw  blame  upon  us,  when  a  plain  statement  ot  the 
facts  shows  we  were  not  to  blame.  If  the  doings  of 
all  committees  were  investigated  in  the  same  way,  I 
presume  some  little  accident  would  prove  to  be  the 
reason  for  most  of  the  delays.  We  did  all  we  could; 
we  held  meetings  and  directed  the  clerk  fo  write  to 
the  other  body;  we  naturally  waited  until  we  got 
some  response  from  them. 

The  question  on  referring  the  order  to  the  Finance 
Committee  was  taken  by  a  rising  vote,  27  for,  20 
against,  but  pending  the  declaration  of  the  chair, 
Mr.  Whitmore  moved  and  the  Council  ordered  a 
verification  by  yeas  and  nays.  The  order  was 
referred  to  the  Finance  Commit  J  le,  yeas  37, 
nays    21 : 

yeas— Bartlett,  Beal,  Bigelow,Brimbeeom,  Brown, 
Dudley  R.  Chili,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Cotton,  Cummings, 
Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Farwelf,  Fisk,  Ford,  Freeman, 
Gove,  Greenough,  Harding.  Hart,  Hosley,  Huntress, 
Lauten,  Mathews,  Means,  P.  Morrison,  Murphy, 
Pprknian,  Pope,  Pratt,  lJray,  Smith,  Swan,  Tile's, 
Wakefield,  Wheeler,  Williams-37. 

Nays  —  Barry,  Bowker,  Boyle,  Conliu,  Connell, 
Costello,  Cronin,  Devlin,  J.  Doherty,  Fitzpatrick, 
Folan,  Maguire,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Poweis,  Quigley, 
Rogers,  Rosnoskv,  Teevan,  Walsh,  Welch,  Whitinore 
—21. 

Absent  or  not  voting— H.  Clapp,  Daly,  Dana,  Den- 
ney,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Hilton,  Lovell,  McCormick,  J.  A. 
McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Mullett, 
Wharton— 13. 

■  MT.  TVASHINGTOX-AVENUE  BRIDGE. 

A  report  and  order  came  down  for  the  Committee 
on  Finance  to  provide  an  appropriation  of  S6500  to 
widen  Mt.  Washington-avenue  bridge  to  40  feet. 
Order  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Lauten  moved  a 
reconsideration.    Lost. 

PAST  ASSIGNMEXTS  DISPOSED  OF. 
Mr.  Whitmore  called  up  Past  Assignments  Nos.  2, 
3,  4  and  5  on  tbe  programme,  which  were  disposed  of 
as  follows: 

2.  Ordinance  to  amend  au  ordinance  concerning 
the  Fhe  Department.  (City  Doc.  113.)  Passed. 
Mr.  Wbitmore  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost.   Sent  up. 

3.  Ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  concerning 
explosive  compounds  (City  Doc.  112.)  Passed.  Mr. 
Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

4.  Ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  iu  relation  tn 
the  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes.  (City  Doc. 
114.) 

Mr.  Wheeler,  of  Ward  10,  moved  to  amend  by  sub- 
stituting the  word  "or"  for  "ami"  between  tbe  words 
"taxes  and  assessments."    Mr.  Wheeler  said  the  or- 
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dinance  is  based  upon  the  statute,  and  the  words 
used  in  the  statute  arc  "taxes  or  assessments." 

The  amendment  was  adopted  aod  the  ordinance 
paused  as  amended.  Mr.  Wheeler  moved  a  recon- 
sideration.   Lost.    Sent  up. 

5.  Order  lor  the  apoointnient  of  a  committee  to 
nominate  a  trustee  of  the  City  Hospital  to  till  the  Va- 
cancy occa-ioned  by  the  resignation  of  Alderman 
Tucker.    (City  Doc. '115.) 

Mr,  Freeman  of  Ward  10— We  have  had  an  ex- 
planation of  thi-  matter  from  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10,  but  I  think  it  should  be  referred  to  some 
committee  to  rsport  whether  there  is  a  vacancy.  I 
move  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Whitmore — If  the  gentleman  had  looked  he 
would  have  oeen  that  the  order  was  put  in  on  the  4th 
of  August,  and  that  I  have  the  opinion  of  Mr.  J.  P. 
Healy.  the  corporation  counsel.  There  is  no  ques- 
iou  but  that  the  vacancy  exists.  The  committee 
could  only  take  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor, 
who  says  there  is  a  vacaucy.  If  there  is  any  doubt 
as  to  the  reading  jf  the  printed  document,  I  beg 
leave  to  send  to  tbe  chair  to  be  read  the  following 
correspondence,  which  will  put  it  beyond  any  perad- 
venture. 

The  chair  read  the  following: 

City  of  Boston.  ) 

Office  of  the  Citv  Messenger, ! 
Citv  Hall,  Sept.  14, 1881.     ) 
John  P.  Healy,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir,— I  send  you  the  proceedings  of  the  Al- 
dermen on  the  occasion  of  the  resignation  of  A'.der- 
njan  Tucker  as  Trustee  of  the  City  ttospita'.  (See 
p.  337  and  359.) 

In  view  of  your  decision  as  printed  in  Doc.  115  of 
1881,  will  vou  please  inform  me  if  in  your  judgment 
Alaertnan  Tucker  is  now  legally  a  Tru'tee,  or  if  a 
new  election  by  both  brandies  is  needed.  I  should 
be  obliged  by  an  answer  before  Thursday  nighr. 
Yours  verv  respectfully, 

W.  H.  Whitmore. 

It  is  my  opinion  tint  Mr.  Alderman  Tucker  ceased 
to  ne  a  Director  of  the  City  Hospital  on  the  30th  of 
May,  by  reason  of  his  resignation  of  the  office,  and 
that  no  acceptance  of  rhe  resignation  was  necessarv 
'o  give  it  full  effect.  If  this  view  be  correct,  it  fol- 
lows that  the  office  is  now  vacant,  and  can  be  filled 
only  by  a  new  election. 

J.  P.  Healy. 

Tbe  motion  to  refer  was  rejected,  and  the  order 
»a-  passed.  Messrs.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12,  Free- 
man of  Ward  10,  and  Filzpatrick  of  Ward  8  were 
appointed  on  >aid  committee.  Mr.  Whitmore  re- 
quested to  be  excused,  and  the  President  appointed 
MesMs.  Freeman  of  Ward  10,  Williams  of  Ward  11, 
and  Filzpatrick  of  Ward  8.    Sent  up. 

PERMITS  FOR  WOODEN  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Ward  8,  called  up  past  assign- 
ment Xo.  7,  7iz.: 

Sundry  orders  authorizing  the  issue  of  building 
permits  to  the  Union  Railroad  Company  and  other 
parties. 

The  President— Mr.  Pratt,  of  Ward  21,  raises  the 
point  of  order  that  these  several  orders  are  in  con- 
flict with  the  joint  rule  requiring  tliat  all  votes 
amending,  suspending,  or  repealing  an  ordinance 
shall  be  in  the  form  of  an  ordinance.  Tho  chair  will 
decide  the  point  of  order  well  taken,  and  the  several 
orders  are  ruled  out. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Pratt,  of  Ward  21,  offered  an 
order — That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings  are  directed  to  con- 
sider and  renort  whether  any  changes  are  expedient 
in  respect  to  the  ordinance?  in  relation  to  the  build- 
ing limits,  and  the  erection  and  alteration  of  build- 
ing*, to  the  end  that,  whilst  proper  regulations  are 
ibed  and  the  observance  of  them  required, 
nuil-  may  he  soutrht  for  building  contrary  to 
the  ordinances  and  the  number  of  petitions  to  the 
City  Council  be  reduced.    Passed     Sent  up. 

SALARIES  OF  CITY    OFFICERS. 

The  Council  next  considered  the  ordinance  estab- 
lishing tin  Salaries  of  City  Officers,  City  Doe.  108, 
with  amendments  made  bv  the  Board  of  Aldemen 
Aug.  29th. 

Tne  following  schedule  shows  the  undetermined 
salaries  and  amounts  as  fixed  by  the  two  branches: 
offices.  As  fixed  by  Com-   Ab  fixed  1,5 

mon  Council.        Aldermen 

Mavor's  Clerk 81,800  02.000 

City  Clerk 4,000  4.600 

Clerk  of  Committees 3.000  3,500 

Assistant  Clerk  of  Committees..    1,500  1,600 

<;m  Treasurer 4,300  6.600 

As  Treasurer  of  Sinking  Funds      700  1,000 

<  itv  Collector 4,000  5,000 


officer.  As  fixed  by  Com-   As  fixed  by 

mon  Council.       Aldermen. 

Citv  Surveyor 3.100  3.500 

Water  Registrar 3,000  3,500 

Street  Commissioners' Clerk 1,800  2.000 

Inspector  of  Buildings'.  Clerk. ...  1,800  1.500 

One  Assistant  Inspector 1,350  l,50o 

superintendent  of  Health 3,000  3.500 

City  Physician 2,700  3.000 

City  Registrar 2,550  2.750 

Citv  Architect 2,800  3.300 

Superintendent  of  Sewers 3,000  3,500 

Superintendent  of  Printing       ..   2,000  2,500 
Supeiintendent  of  Faneuil-Hall 

Market 2.200  2,500 

Deputy  Superintendent  of  Fan- 
euil-Hall Market 1,300  1,500 

Superintendent  Public  Grounos.   2,200  3.000 

Chairman  Board  of  Assessots 3,200  4,000 

secreta ry  Board  of  Assessors  ...  3,200  3,750 

Three  Principal  Assessors,  each..  2,700  3,500 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  do  not  believe  the 
Council  is  prepared  to  discuss  this  subject  very  much 
lonser.  I  have  not  the  least  idea  that  a  member 
present  can  be  changed  in  his  vote  by  anything  that 
may  be  said  to-night.  I  believe  every  member  of  the 
Council  has  made  up  his  mind  how  he  is  going  to 
vote.  I  tuink  the  wisest  way  is  either  to  concur  with 
tbe  Board  of  Aldermen  and  settle  the  question,  or  to 
non-concur  and  appoint  a  committee  of  conference. 
To  come  to  a  test  vote,  I  move  to  concur  with  the 
Board  of  aldermen,  and  on  that  motion  I  move  the 
previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  declared  ordered.  Mr. 
Bosno«kv  doubted  the  vote.  The  Council  was  di- 
vided—23  for,  30  against,  and  the  ordering  of  the 
main  que  tion  was  refused. 

The  question  then  came  upon  Mr.  Greenough's 
motion  to  concur,  and  Mr.  Masnire  of  Ward  19, 
moved  as  an  amendment  that  the  Council  adhere  to 
their  former  action. 

Mr.  Whitmore —I  hope  this  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail, any  more  than  tbe  other.  The  matter  is  too 
much  complicated  at  this  stage  for  us  to  come  to 
either  conclusion.  If  gentlemen  will  look  at  the 
schedule  they  will  see  there  are  quite  a  number  of 
points  where  the  two  branches  are  not  much  apart. 
For  instance,  the  salary  of  the  Mayor's  Clerk  has 
been  raised  $200  by  the  otner  branch',  the  Assistant 
Clerk  of  Committee's  $100,  the  Clerk  of  the  Street 
Commissioners  $200.  There  are  several  items  where 
I  think  tbe  Council,  without  abandoning  any  princi- 
ple, might  very  well  concur  with  the  Board  >if  Al- 
dermen. If  we  can  do  that  before  getting  to  the 
mam  question,  we  shall  have  wiped  out  so  many 
points  of  dispute  between  us  and  tbe  ordinance  will 
he  so  much  nearer  perfected.  The  list  of  salaries 
upon  which  the  two  branches  disagree  is  so  short  that 
I  think  it  would  be  well  for  us  to  run  through  with 
it  and  rake  a  vote  on  concurring  or  non-concurring 
upon  each  of  these  items.  If  we  can  wipe  out  half 
a  dozen  of  those  items,  we  can  then  take  a  vote  on 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  aud 
either  stand  by  our  former  vote  or  concur. 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  call  for  a  di- 
vision of  the  question? 

Mr.  Whitmore— 1  do. 

The  President — Then  the  question  will  be  taken 
upon  each  item  separately. 

The  President  proceeded  to  call  the  items  in  the 
bill,  naming  the  salaries  as  above  given  in  the 
schedule,  and  action  was  taken  as  follow": 

Mayor's  Clerk.  Mr.  Greenough  moved  to  concur. 
Lost. 

City  Clerk.    The  Council  refused  to  concur. 

Assistant  Cleric  of  Committees.  The  Council  re- 
fused to  concur. 

City  Treasurer. 

The  Council  refused  to  concur. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  moved  that  the  salary 
of  the  City  Treasurer  be  $C5u0  in  full  for  all  services. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24 — Would  that  include  the 
salary  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Fund? 

Mr.  Greenough— If  was  so  intended. 

The  President  stated  the  question  as  moved  by  Mr. 
Greenough. 

Mi.  Smith  of  Ward  21—1  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail.  I  hope  we  shall  not  amend  this  salary  in 
any  way,  but  abide  by  our  former  vote.  We  voted 
on  this  question  intelligently  after  a  full  night's  dis- 
cussion and  consideration.  And  we  confirmed  that 
vote  at  a  subsequent  meeting  after  a  full  week's 
meditation  on  it.  Now,  sir,  I  know  that  so  much  lias 
been  said  on  this  subject,  the  Council  do  not  want  to 
bear  any  more,  but  I  want  to  ask  their  indulgence  a 
few  moments.  I  have  read  the  whole  discussion  on 
this  Btibject  and  do  not  find  a  single  reason  why 
the  salary  oi  the  Treasurer  should  be  any  more  this 
year  than  it  was  last  year  or  the  year  before.    If  we 
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look  over  the  records  of  1878,  '79  and  '80,  we  will  find 
there  was  no  discussion  whatever  on  this ..  matter, 
that  the  council  Were  virtually  united  in  the. Opin- 
ion that  $5000  in  full  for  ail  his  services  was  a 
sufficient  salary  for  the  City  Treasurer.  If,  we 
go  hack  to  1877,  the  year  of  retrenchment,  when 
this  salarv  was  cut  more  than  any  other  on  the 
list,, and  when  the  friends  of  the  various  heads  of  de- 
partments rallied  here  in  force,  and  this  whole  bill 
was  thoroughly  and  fairly  argued,  you  will  find  that 
no  one  appeared  to  protest  against  the  reduction  of 
the  treasurer's  salary,  and  there  was  not  a  word  said 
in  his  defence.  Again,  when  your  Salary  Committee 
met  last  April,  they  did  not  discover  any  reason  for 
increasing  the  salary.  So  you  see  the  importance  of 
this  office  is  of  recent  discovery,  and  dates  from  the 
election  of  tire  present  incumbent.  Everybody 
knows  the  reputation  he  has  of  magnifying  the  office 
he  happens  to  hold.  Now  let  us  see  if  the  facts  will 
bear  us  out.  Let  us  take,  for  instance,  the 
Auditor's  Department,  an  office  he  held  for  a 
good  many  years.  When  that  office  was  re- 
lieved of  the  pressure  of  his  presence  its  salary, 
like  water,  turned  to  its  natural  level,  and  to- 
day we  are  paying  .$4000  for  the  same  service — and 
I  believe  every  gewleman  will  sav  it  is  intelligent 
service— that  we  have  been  paying  $5000  for,  for  the 
last  ten  years.  When  he  goes  out  of  the  Auditor's 
office  and  crosses  the  hall  into  the  Treasurer's  office 
the  salary  of  the  one  immediately  goes  down  and 
that  of  the  other  goes  up.  fn  other  words,  the  same 
system  of  microscopic  which  has  been  applied  to 
the  Auditor's  Department  for  so  many  yeais  is  now 
applied  to  the  Treasurer's  office.  We  are  asked  to 
pay  $6500  or  $7500,  whichever  it  may  be,  a  rise  of  50 
per  cent,  on  the  salary  as  it  has  been  for  the  last  ten 
years.  Now,  sir,  the  whole  argument  by  the  friends 
of  this  high  salary  is  that  they  have  got  tbe  man  for 
the  office.  In  every  other  case  we  have  legislated 
for  tbe  office;  but  in  this  case  tbe  magnitude  of  the 
man  is  so  great  that  he  overshadows  the  office,  and 
we  seem  to  see  only  him .  Nobody  denies  that  $5000  is 
enough  for  that  office.  The  whole  argument  is  it  is  not 
enough  for  the  man.  Then  I  say  we  should  part  with 
this  modern  Cajsar.  There  is  not  a  dearth  of  talent 
in  this  city,  that  that  office  should  go  begging.  I 
for  one  do  not  know  what  they  mean  when  they  say 
they  have  got  the  man,  unless  it  is  that  they  believe 
the  City  Treasurer  should  be  selected  from  tl  e  little 
coterie  that  occupy  this  building,  and  that  we  should 
take  him  at  any  cost.  If  that  be  true,  then  we  have 
nothing  to  say  on  thesubject.  If  it  benot  true,  then  I 
say  we  have  not  got  the  man  That  gentleman  has  said 
he  would  not  take  that  office  for  less  than  $8000,  and  he 
is  brought  in  here  with  a  sign  on  that  reads  "valued 
at  $9000,  but  will  take  as  much  as  he  can  get."  Now, 
sir,  in  regard  to  that  sign,  I  want  to  say  that  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  a  gentleman  present  here  to- 
night who  has  any  feeling  whatever  against  Mr. 
Turner  personally.  The  thing  that  we  are  firing 
at  is  that  sign.  He  was  brought  in  here 
as  a  candidate  for  the  office  with  that  sign  attached 
to  him,  aud  the  sign  was  taken  down  in  order  that 
he  might  be  elected.  The  moment  he  was  elected, 
the  sign  was  again  displayed;  and  that  is  what  we  ob- 
ject to.  Now,  sir,  there  is  another  matter  that  I  de- 
cidedly object  to,  and  that  is  that  this  man  is  not 
oniy  using  his  personal  influence  and  the  influence 
of  his  friends,  but  he  is  using  the  power  and  influ- 
ence of  his  office  to  change  the  votes  of  members  of 
this  Council,  if  possible,  in  his  favor.    Now— 

Mr.  Greenougu— Will  the  gentleman  make  that 
charge  a  little  more  specific? 

Mr.  Smith— I  said  that  this  gentleman  is  using  his 
private  influence  and  the  influence  of  his  frie-ds  in 
attempting  to  convince  members  of  this  Council  to 
vote  for  the  increased  salary. 

Mr.  Greenongh — I  understood  the  gentleman  to 
state  that  he  was  using  the  influence  of  his  office. 

Mr.  Smith— Heis  using  the  power  and  influence  of 
bis  office. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  ask  the  gentleman  to  make  that 
charge  a  little  more  specific. 

Mr.  Smith — I  understand  that  a  member  of  this 
Council  cannot  go  into  that  office  to-day  without  be- 
ii:g  button-holed  on  this  salary  question.  I  claim  that 
that  and  every  other  office  in  this  City  Hall  is  a  pub- 
lic office,  and  that  every  proper  citizen  has  a  right  to 
offer  himself  as  a  candidate.  Now,  sir,  under  the 
circumstances,  why  this  centleuian  was  chosen  in 
preference  to  another  is  one  of  those  things  which 
will  bear  explanation.  There  were  candidates  who 
offered  themselves  who  were  this  gentleman's  peers 
in  every  respect,  and  wete  willing  to  accept  the  office 
at  the  present  salary.  There  is  another  thing  we 
would  like  to  know,  and  that  is  why  the  City 
of  Boston  should  be  asked  to  pay  $7500  a 
year    for    the    care   "of    twelve    millions    of    dot- 


larsj  when  the  General  Government  can  find  in  the 
same  city  a  gentleman  to  take  care  of  a  much  larger 
sum  for  $4500,  and  the  State  of  Massachusetts -can 
find  men  to  take  care  of  its  funds  for  $4000.  Now, 
sir,  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  most  onerous  and 
oppressive  irtthod  of  getting  a  revenue  is  bv  direct 
taxation,  and,  therefore,  tbe  City  of  Boston  does  not 

§et  its  funds  any  easier  than  the  General  Government 
oes.  I  believe  this  kind  of  legislation  is  all  wrong. 
It  is  following  alter  a  storm  and  seizing  the  opportu- 
nity to  prey  upon  a  defenceless  treasury.  I  believe 
that  tne  taxpayers  of  this  c  ty  believe  that  $5000  is 
enough  for  this  office.  I  would  stake  my  reputation 
that  if  this  que-tion  was  put  to  a  popular  vote  the  in- 
crease of  salary  would  not  receive  a  majority  of  the 
votes.  I  hope  the  Council  will  adhere  to  its'  former 
vote  until  Dext  January,  if  necessar\. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  am  sorry  to  differ  with 
my  colleague  from  Ward  21  upon  a  matter  of  judg- 
ment, because  I  am  accustomed  to  defer  to  his  judg- 
ment. But  it  Coes  seem  to  me  in  this  case  that  there 
is  something  besides  good  judgment  involved.  We 
have  been  treated  two  or  three  times  to  a  view  of 
this  matter  from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21,  that 
certainly  he  must  have  arrived  at  through  some 
process  other  than  that  of  mere  acquaintance  with 
Mr.  Turner  either  in  his  office  or  out  of  it,  or  an  ac- 
quaintance with  the  duties  of  the  office  oi  Treasurer. 
1  do  not  propose  to  weary  the  Council  with  any  ex- 
tended remarks  upon  the  subject,  but  I  do  wish  to 
enter  my  protest  against  the  method  of  handling  it 
which  has  been  used  here,  and  also  to  express  one 
differing  voice  from  my  ward  in  regard  to  this 
matter  The  gentleman  says  a  sign  has  been  put  up, 
"worth  $9000."  Whoputitup?  The  gentleman  from 
Ward21,and  the  other  gentlemen  who  were  hostile  to 
Mr.  Turner  put  that  sign  on  his  back,  if  anybody  did 
it,  in  order  that  they  might  strip  it  off.  That  is  how 
it  g"t  there.  Now  let  us  take  r  little  different  view 
of  it.  Mr.  Turner  has  been  in  the  employ  and  ser- 
vice of  the  City  of  Boston  for  a  great  many  years. 
He  has  occupied  an  importmt  office  in  City  Hall — I 
do  not  say  the  most  important  office,  but  an  import- 
ant one — for  a  great  many  years;  he  has  so  occupied 
it  that  year  after  year,  in'  all  the  ups  and  downs  of 
municipal  politics  and  changes,  he  has  been  respect- 
ed for  his  conduct  in  that  office,  and  retained  in  it, 
and  from  time  to  time  his  services  have  been  appreci- 
ated  and  his  salary  increased,  just  as  has  been  the 
case  with  the  other  employees  of  the  city  who  have 
been  a  long  time  in  office.  Mr.  Turner  has  not  only 
held  that  marked  respect  and  esteem  from  successive 
City  Goverments,  but  never  until  this  summer  has 
any  breath  of  suspicion  been  cast  upon  his  character: 
never  has  anybody  on  this  floor  or  the  other  seen  fit 
to  hurl  any  invective  at  him,  or  attempted  to  scale 
him  with  any  sarcasm  or  inuendoes;  never  before 
has  it  been  that  any  member  of  this  City  Government 
was  not  thoroughly  satisfied  when  he  went  to  talk 
with  Air.  Turner  about  city  affairs  in  general.  So 
far  as  Mi-.  Turner  had  anything  to  do  with  them,  he 
got  the  word  of  an  honest  man,  the  judgment  of  a 
competent  man,  and  the  figures  of  an  accurate  officer 
for  just  what  he  asked;  and  he  so  got  the  figures,  that 
when  the  next  man,  with  an  entirely  different  view, 
and  for  a  different  purpose,  came  to  Mr.  Turner  on 
that  subject,  he  got  exactly  the  same  set  of  figures. 
In  other  words,  Mr.  Turner  was  a  man  who  never 
interfered  a  jot  or  title  in  tbe  legislation  of 
the  City  Government.  He  conducted  his  office 
on  sound  principles,  understood  city  affairs  and 
finances,  and  was  always  ready  to  furnish  any 
information  that  any  member  asked  for — a  cour- 
teous, honorable,  honest,  faithful,  efficient  officer,  un- 
til this  year.  But  all  of  a  sudden  this  changes.  All  of 
a  sudden  it  is  discovered  that  Mr.  Turner  magnifies 
his  office;  that  Mr.  Turner  talks  with  people  about 
this  matter  of  salary;  that  he  isn't  at  all  a  large  man, 
m  fact  he  is  ratber  too  small  a  man  for  the  place, 
and  ought  not  to  have  any  office  in  City  Hall.  And 
so  it  goes  down  until  it  gets  into  a  tone  of  contempt 
for  Mr.  Turner.  Some'gentltmen  can  hardly  speak 
of  him  here  without  contempt,  and  so  broad  is  their 
contempt  for  Mr.  Turner  they  cannot  discuss  the 
office,  or  the  salary  attached  to  the  office  of  Citj- 
Treasiirer,  without  brinsing  in  some  expression  of 
contempt.  Placarded  for  $9000!  As  I  said  before,  the 
gentlemen  themselves  put  up  the  placard  in  order 
that  they  might  knock  it  down.  The  first  time  it 
was  stated  on  this  floor  that  Mr.  Turner  had  made 
such  a  demand,  it  was  promptly  denied  by  the  com- 
mittee, who  ft  was  charged,  he  bad  nrade  the  demand 
to.  iN'ow  let  us  lo  'k  at  it  a  little  further.  The  office 
of  City  Treasurer  was  to  be  tilled  by  x  man  other 
than  the  oue  who  had  occupied  it.  The  one  who  had 
occupied  it  had  not  done  so  tor  many  .ve:rs.  The 
salary  was  not  so  large  Probably  if  the  same  gentle- 
man had  been  elected  this  yearj  when  the  increase 
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wag  proposed  that  salary  would  have  been  increased 
as  well  as  others,  and  we  should  have  all  of  us  voted 
for  the  Increase,  presuming  that  the  office  of  Treas- 
urer of  the  City  of  Boston  whs  worth  more  than  that 
salary)  but  that  office  was  to  be  tilled  under  peculiar 
circumstances,  and  tbe  committee  nominated  Mr. 
Turner.  Ttiere  was  no  salary  lived  for  the  office.  It 
does  not  appear  that  Mr.  Turner  solicited  or 
desired  the  office.  On  the  contrary  it  appears 
he  did  not  want  tbe  office  at  that  salary. 
He  could  be  induced  like  any  other  man  to  take 
almost  anything  tuat  was  honorable,  hut  from  his 

fioint  of  view  it  was  n*t  a  sufficient  consideration  to 
cave  an  office  which  he  had  well  in  hand,  and  had 
less  responsibility,  to  enter  upon  one  the  reins  of 
which  Le  would  have  to  gather  up  afresh,  and  which 
would  give  hint  more  labor  and  greater  responsi- 
bility. Very  well,  said  the  committee,  it  is  probable 
the  salary  will  be  increased.  So  they  nominated 
him,  and  "we  elected  bim  City  Treasurer.  His  salary 
had  not  been  fixed.  Where  is  there  any  dictation  on 
hlspart?  "We  have  elected  him  City  Treasurer  and 
we  ought  to  pay  a  reputable  salary  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  City  of  Boston.  Well,  what  is  a  reasonable  sal- 
ary? In  my  judgment,  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  will  leave  it  at  a  proper  suoi. 
The  bond  which  the  City  Treasurer  is  obliged  to  give 
is  worth  $1500  in  tbemarket,  and  considering  §5000  as. 
the  net  salary  which  sbould  be  paid,  I  tbink  tbe  sura 
should  be  $1500  larger  than  the  net  salary  for  the 
office.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  21  says  $5000  is  a 
fair  salary  for  the  City  of  Boston  topayitsfTreasurer. 
So  I  sav  make  it  J6000  for  the  salary,  arid  call  it  S1500 
more  for  ihe  responsibility  and  tbe  other  duties. 
That  will  make  .$5800  as  city  Treasurer,  and  5700  as 
Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  I  should  h  ve  pre- 
ferred to  have  the  gentleman  put  bis  motion  in  the 
form  nf  making  the  salary  $5800  for  City  Treasurer 
and  sTOO  for  Treasurer  of  tne  Sinking  Funo.  As  t  said 
before,  I  do  not  wish  to  take  upthetimeof  the  Coun- 
cil in  trguing  this  matter.  It  has  been  well  discussed 
and  has  been  a  subject  of  conversation  outsiue  of 
City  Hall  and  in.  We  koow  pretty  well  tbe  judgment 
of  our  associates  and  constituents  outside.  And  we 
know  pretty  well  our  judgment  here.  I  am  satis- 
fied that  a  large  majority  of  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton and  the  members  of  this  Council  will  wish  to 
pay  the  City  Treasurer,  whoever  he  may  be,  a  fair, 
just  and  honorable  salary  for  that  office.  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  a  mau  here  who  will  question  that 
the  salary  is  a  fair  one  for  the  office,  and  that  tne 
city  should  have  the  services  of  a  man  who 
can  command  that  salary.  Now  the  gentleman 
speaks  about  the  salary  going  down  in  the 
Auditor's  office,  when  the  present  City  Trea- 
surer left  it.  It  is  a  rule  in  all  establish- 
ments, and  it  is  no  exception  in  City  Hall,  that  when 
a  man  first  enters  upon  an  office  he  is  expected  to 
take  it  at  a  less  salary  than  he  wih  be  en'.itled  to  re- 
ceive alter  occupying  it  a  considerable  time.  The 
present  Auditor  5s  receiving  more  salary  than  he  re- 
ceived as  a  subordinate  officer.  If  be  serves  as  well 
and  faithfully  as  .Mr.  Turner  has  in  that  office,  no 
doubt  his  salary  will  be  increased,  and  ultimately  be 
as  large  as  Mr.  Turner's  salary  has  been  in  that 
office. 

.Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  moved  to  concur  with 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  wrtb  an  amendment  striking 
out  ail  matters  in  dispute  between  the  two  branches, 
and  that  those  matters  in  dispute  be  referred  to  a 
special  committee  ot  conference  between  the  two 
branches. 

Mr.  Whitmore  explained  that  there  we»e  some  in- 
crease- of  salary  and  tne  officers  cmld  not  draw  the 
increase,  thvugh  the  two  branches  were  agreed. 
Tne  City  Solicitor  is  also  drawing  $5000.  as  last  year, 
and  the  Corporation  Counsel,  an  old  and  esteemed 
seivant  ot  the  city,  is  not  drawing  any  salary.  He 
felt  somewhat  responsible  for  the  ordinauce,  having 
introduced  it,  and  desired  to  settle  the  matter  in  the 
•'..  manner  possible. 

Mr.  Gove — I  hope  tbe  motiou  of  the  gentleman 
from   Ward  12   will  not  prevail.    He  is  acting  very 
much  like  a  father   who  has  a  sick  child.    He   has 
brought  the  child  into  the  world,  an  J  finding  that  it 
is  not  growing  up  as  be  wanted  it,  he  is  asking  us    to 
lieli)  him  nurse  it.    I  think  w?,  can    dispose  of  this 
mat>er     as     far     as     the     Council    is     c.  neerned, 
•:nd     it    back    to    the    Board    of    Aldermen, 
as    we    have     sent    it    before.     I     do    not    believe 
in,    and     do      not      think      lliere     is      any     neces- 
sity for  a  committee  of   conference.    We  can  estab- 
lish all  the  salaries  of  city  officers  without' any  diffi- 
culty, and  without  any  committee  Of  conference.    In 
to  the  Trea-urer's  salary,  I  tbink  that  ui     ■ 
our  minds  pretty  well  made  up-.    Whatever 
tee  ol  (  onferencc  would 
be,  I  do  not  rbink  it  wonld  have  any  effect  upon  the 


members  of  this  Council  to  change  their  votes.  I 
know  it  would  not  upon  my  mind,  and  I  have  talked 
with  several  others,  and  from  what  I  have  learned,  I 
think  it  will  not  upon  theirs.  Now,  then,  there  are 
one  or  two  other  matters  that  perhaps  ought  to  be 
spoken  of,  as  the  senior  gentleman  from  Ward  21 
has  made  some  pretty  strong  accusations  here,  that  it 
is  only  the  man  that  is  being  fought  and  opposed. 
Now,  it  is  not  so  m  one  sense  of  the  word.  I  otlieve 
the  salary  es'ablished  by  the  Council  the  last  time 
this  matter  came  upwasaproper  and  fair  sum  for 
the  services  and  responsibilities  attending  that  office; 
any  greater  sum  than  that  would  be  an  expenditure 
of  the  public  money,  in  my  judgment,  unwarranted 
and  without  a  fair  equivalent.  This  subject  has 
been  pretty  thoroughly  shown  up  by  the  state- 
ment of  Mr.  Smith,  of'  Ward  21,  in  regard  to  the 
salaries  received  by  other  gentlemen  in  more 
responsible  positions  and  with  greater  duties  to 
perform.  Therefore  we  have  hao  that  side  prttty 
thoroughly  discussed.  Now  let  us  take  the 
man,  for  he  being  before  us  we  have  a  right  lo 
discuss  what  the  man  who  holds  the  office  shall  re- 
ceive, and  we  should  see  to  whom  we  are  to  pay  this 
money.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  21  has  stated 
that  Mr.  Turner  in  his  official  position  has  been  do- 
ing what  he  could  oflieiallv  to  influence  the  members 
of  the  City  Government.  I  will  go  a  little  further 
than  that.  His  friends  who  are  officials  in  the  City 
of  Boston  are  assisting  bim.  Further  than  that,  they 
have  written  letters  to  members  of  this  Council  re- 
questing them  to  call  upon  them  at  their  office,  and 
there  solicited  them  to  vote  for  the  increase  of  salary, 
knowing  that  the  men  so  solicited  woula  be  likely 
to  come  to  them  and  ask  favors.  For  three  weeks 
there  has  not  been  a  single  member  of  the  Council 
who  has  been  able  to  go  into  the  office  ol  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  City  of  Boston  without  being  but- 
con-holed  and.  tried  and  pressed  and  asked, 
and  solicited  to  have  him  vote  for  this  increase  of 
salary.  Wha  kind  of  a  man  is  that,  to  give  him  an 
increase  of  salary?  If  his  office  is  sucn  a  one  as 
should  require  the  salary  asked  for  by  him,  then  the 
office  would  speak  for  itself — there  would  be  no  ne- 
cessity tor  his  bntton-boleing  and  cajoliDg  members 
of  th.s  Council  to  coaje  bore  and  vote  agains  itlieir 
consciences  and  judgment.  Now  let  us  go  a  little 
further  and  see  what  more  he  has  done.  There  was 
a  statement  made  here  some  weeks  ago  that  he  had 
taken  a  sum  of  money  alter  the  salaries  ot  his  clerks 
had  been  fixed,  and  nsed  up  tbe  unexpended  balance 
that  had  been  appropriated  by  the  City  Government, 
and  divided  it  pro  rata  among  his  clerks,  or  substan- 
tially that.  This  same  trouble  occurred  in  1875.  Here 
is  the  statement  that  Mr.  Turner  authorized  the  sten- 
ographer to  put  into  the  official  report  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  March  '-'9, 1875.  He  goes  on  and  states 
the  various  amounts  paid  to  tht  clerks,  and  then  he 
says: 

"To  this  add  six  hundred  dollars  for  printing  and 
stationery,  and  it  will  allow  only  seventeen  hundred 
dollars  additional  for  ihe  new  clerk  and  additions  in 
the  new  appropriation  for  1875-76.  The  explanation 
of  not  needing  more  money  is  from  tbe  fact  that  a 
portion  of  the  amount  granted  for  clerk  hire  last 
year  has  not  been  used,  and  the  balance  unexpended 
will  be  paid  into  the  sinking  fund." 

Examine  for  the  last  three  years, and  sep  if  you  can 
find  a  single  time  when  there  has  been  an  unexpend- 
ed balance  paid  into  the  sinking  fund  from  that  de- 
partment. I  jha'.lenge  you  to  do  it.  Now  he  had 
got  to  .lllow  at  the  first  of  the  year  for  changes  tnat 
might  arise,  as  is  shown  by  his  statement  in  that 
order  to  the  stenographer.  He  allowed  it  every 
vear,  and  I  feel  justified  in  saying  from  the  ac- 
tion which  occurred  this  year  that  the  same 
thing  has  been  done  every  year  for  the 
last  three  or  four  years,  and  that  instead  of  doing  as 
he  said  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  the  official  pro- 
ceedings that  be  sboulddo— transfer  the  unexpended 
balance  to  the  sinking  fund— he  did  not  do  anything 
of  the  kind.  Is  that  right?  I  will  go  a  little  farther. 
In  1879  the  following  law  was  passed: 

"The  Auditor  of  Accounts  of  the  Ci'y  of  Boston 
shall  be  Auditor  of  the  County  of  Suffolk,  and  here- 
after all  bills  for  County  salaries,  expenses  anil  dis- 
bursements shall  be  examined  and  allowed  by  said 
Auditor  prior  to  payment  thereof. 

"Section  2.  There  snail  be  paid  to  said  County  Au- 
ditor by  tbe  county  of  Suffolk  a  sum  not  exceeding 
ei^ht  hundred  dollars,  and  the  same  rate  for  any 
part- of  the  year,  the  same  to  be  in  full  for  all  ser- 
vices  rendered    by  him,  and  for  clerical  assistance." 

Every  \ear  since  that  law  was  passed  Mr.  Turner 

has  audited  tue  accounts  of    the  County   of  Suffolk 

and  drawn  the  salary  of  eight  hundred  dollar-  a 

without   law,  without  authority  of    law,  cither  mu- 

moral,  legislative  or  Scriptural.      1  think   I 
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have  the  law  all  in.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  never 
have  appropriated  one  cent  nor  authorized  the  draw- 
ing of  one  copper  from  tlie  treasury  for  the  payment 
of  the  Auditor  as  Auditor  of  the  County  of  Suffolk; 
and  I  say,  speaking  squaiely,  as  I  believe  I  have  the 
right,  that  every  lime  he  drew  that  sum  of  money  he 
did  that  which  he  ought  not  to  have  done  until  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  had  appropriated  it;  for,  as  the 
gentleman  has  said  here  to-night,  Mi-.  Turner  was 
thoroughly  conversant  with  the  affairs  of  the  City  of 
Boston  and  County  of  Suffolk,  and  he  knew,  expert 
as  he  is,  or  as  he  is  called,  that  he  had  no  right 
*o  draw  it.  Now  then  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  21  savs  that  we  have  put  up  a  card  and  are 
shooting  at  it.  You  remember  that  in  the  Board  of 
Aluerinen  it  was  stated,  if  I  remember  correctly, 
that  Mr,.  Turner  had  been  promised  the  increased 
salary.  Npw  do  vou  say  that  we  have  put  the  card 
no?  We  didn't  usk  it.  We  desired  simDly  that  the 
thing  should  be^ done  squarely  and  honestly,  that  one 
man  shall  be  paid  just  as  much  as  another  in  propor- 
tion to  the  amount,  of  service  rendered  ana  the  re- 
sponsibility that  is  upon  his  shoulders,  and  to  pay 
him  a  fair  price  for  his  services,  no  more  and  no  less. 
Why  just  think;  here  are  quite  a  number  of  you  gen- 
tlemen, who  are  members  of  the  legal  profession. 
The  idea  of  paying  the  Treasurer  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton as  much  as  you  pay  the  judges  on  the  Supreme 
Bench  of  Massachusetts— men  who  devote  their 
whole  time,  day  and  night,  to  the  service  of  the 
State,  week  in  and  week  out,  year  in  and  year  out! 
It  is  preposterous.  The  amount  of  brains  em- 
ployed in  the  Treasury  Department  is  so  small 
in  comparison  w;th  the  brains  upon  the  Supreme 
bench,  tbat  there  is  no  comparison. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— Does  the  gentleman 
consider  that  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  are 
properly  or  adequately  paid? 

Mr.  Gove— 1  am  not  discussing  that  question.  I 
sav  this  though :  Members  of  this  Council  have  been 
talking  about  the  amount  of  labor  and  responsibility 
needed  in  that  department,  and  that  it  is  worth 
$9000,  or  $7500,  or  $6500.  Those  are  the  three  sums 
mentioned. 

Mr.  Ford  of  A\  ard  1.7— I  would  like  to  ask  if  it  is 
difficult  to  procure  the  services  of  judges  at  the  pres- 
ent salaries  paid  them? 

Mr.  Gove— I  will  make  the  same  reply,  that  I  am 
not  discussing  that  question.  With  all  due  respect 
to  my  friend  from  Ward  17, 1  will  explain  that  to 
him  some  other  time.  This  whole  case  has  been 
carried  on  exceedingly  curious  to  me.  Here  are 
members  in  this  Council  who,  when  an  order  is 
put  in  to  raise  a  man  ten  cents  a  day,  who  is  getting 
a  dollar  and  a  half,  the  very  gentlemen  who  will 
vote  that  down  every  time — and  I  am  one  of  them— 
will  vote  every  time  for  this  increased  salary,  with 
the  exception  of  a  very  few  of  us.  It  is  a  very  pecu- 
liar thing.  They  wouldn't  vote  to  increase  a  man 
ten  cents  a  day,  but  vou  will  vole  to  increase  another 
man  ten  dollars  a  day.  Is  there  any  honesty  in  that? 
There  is  another  little  thing  that  had  almost  slipped 
my  mind.  The  gentleman  says  that  Mr.  Turner  was 
induced  to  accept  the  olt.ce;  substantially  that  there 
were  no  proper  candidate,  in  the  field  for  that  office, 

Now  I  heard  as  long  ago  as  March  of  a  very  com- 
petent and  proper  man  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  that 
office— Mr.  Bugbee.  He  was  endorsed  by  members 
of  this  Council,  who  said  he  was  the  proper  man  for 
the  position;  that  Mr.  Turner  was  getting  along  in 
years,  bis  health  was  failing,  and  that  he  wasn't  a 
proper  mau  for  Treasurer.  Those  very  gentlemen 
are  of  the  ones  who  not  only  have  voted  for  Mr. 
Turner,  but  advocated  his  increased  salary.  It 
strikes  me,  from  all  the  facts  I  am  able  to  glean 
from  all  sources,  that  it  is  the  gentlemen  who  are 
desirous  of  increasing  this  salary  that  have  put  the 
card  up  and  made  the  man  overshadow  ohe  office, 
and  have  offered  him  as  a  target  for  every  member 
of  this  Council  to  shoot  at.  But  no  member  of  the 
Council  has  any  right  to  shoot  at  him  until  he  has  got 
sufficient  evidence  to  warrant  him  in  doing  so.  I  claim 
from  the  facts  that  have  been  shown  heretofore,  to- 
gether with  the  facts  that  each  and  every  member  of 
this  Council  who  have  given  it  consideration  are 
cognizant  of,  that  Mr.  Turner  s  appropriation  of  the 
salary  for  County  Auditor,  without  an  order  of  ap- 
propriation by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  is  sufficient 
to  warrant  us  all  in  declining  to  vote  for  an  increased 
salary  tor  him.  . 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18—1  desire  to  reply  to  just  one 
thing,  and  that  only— in  relation  to  tne  salary  of  the 
Auditor  of  the  County  of  Suffolk.  Before  Mr.  Tur- 
ner ever  drew  one  cent  of  that,  he  had  a  document 
from  John  P.  Healy  saying  it  is  yours  by  right  to 
draw.  Before  Mr.  Dennie  paid  him  one  cent,  Mr. 
Dennie  had  a  document  of  that  kind.  That  is  his 
excuse,  and  it  was  fair  and  right  that  he  should  draw 


it.  The  City  of  Boston  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Healy.  Mr.  Dennie 
bad  thai  document  to  protect  him.  All  these 
aspersions  against  Mr.  Turner  I  will  treat 
with  silent  contempt.  It  is  ridiculous.  No  man 
has  been  treated  so  contemptibly  as  Mr.  Tur- 
ner has.  He  stands  up  first-class  in  the  city  of  B  s- 
ton,  and  no  man  can  bring  a  charge  against  him  in 
any  away,  shape  or  manner.  I  have  been  connected 
with  him  in  this  Council  for  three  years  as  a  member 
of  the  Finance  Committee,  and  I  can  say  he  has  stood 
up  fairly  and  honestly,  first-class  every  time.  I 
don't  care  what  salary  you  pay  him.  We  ought  to 
discuss  it.  But  to  come  in  here  and  asperse  him  is 
ridiculous.  There  is  not  a  good  thing  that  can  be 
said  of  any  man  in  the  world  that  cannot  be  said  of 
him.  We  always  find  him  first-class  in  citv  matters. 
Whenever  you  want  to  know  anything  about  city 
matters,  he  stands  first-class  every  time.  If  you 
speak  to  your  ex-Mayors  about  Mr.  Turner,  they 
say — No  man  in  City  Hall  any  better;  others  just 
as  good,  but  no  man  any  better:  thoroughly  un- 
derstands it;  honest  to  a  fault.  Nobody  ha'  ever 
questioned  that  until  now.  How  did  it  come 
about?  Because  we  did  not  elect  Alderman 
O'Brien  Auditor.  It  Aklermao  O'Brien  had  been 
elected  Auditor,  Mr.  Turner  could  have  had  nine 
thousand  dollars  salary,  and 

Mr.  Rosnosky — Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  to  ask 
him  a  question? 

Mr.  Hart— No,  sir.  When  it  was  found  there  was 
to  be  a  change  in  the  office  of  Treasurer  the  question 
came,  who  shall  be  Auditor?  The  nominating  com- 
mittee did  not  take  that  into  consideration  at  all. 
That  committee  was  in  session  a  part  of  a  day  and  [ 
was  not  present.  When  I  came  in  the  committee 
said,  we  have  voted  four  for  Mr.  Turner,  how  will 
you  vote?  I  said,  I  shall  vote  with  you.  I  said,  I 
have  something  to  say  here.  We  have  opposed  to 
Mr.  Turner,  Mr.  Alderman  O'Brien's  triends,  and 
Mr.  Dennie's  friends,  everv  one  ot  them.  We  have 
come  up  and  elected  Mr.  Turner  as  Treasurer,  vv  uy 
don't  we  vote  him  a  decent  salary?  What  was  the 
condition  of  things?  His  salary  as  Auditor  was  $5000, 
aud  as  Aud  tor  or  the  County  of  Suffolk  $700.  He 
said,  why  should  I  change,  tlie  saiary  is  no  better? 
The  influence  I  carry  in  the  City  Government  is  not 
as  much  as  I  should  have  as  Auditor.  But,  said  he 
if  you  think  I  am  a  good  man  for  Treasurer,  ana  you 
mist  to  use  my  name,  amen.  He  did  expect  more 
salary.  The  committee  expected  you  would  give  it  to 
him  every  time.  I  have  not  a  question  but  you  will 
do  it.  I  want  tne  vote  taken  by  yeas  and  nnys  on 
this  last  amendment.  We  ought  to  carry  it  in  all 
reason,  and  I  believe  we  shall.  If  you  don't  adorjt 
it,  you  belittle  yourselves  and  not  Mr.  Turner. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25— If  I  did  not  consider 
that  the  two  sides  had  had  a  fair  opportunity  to  put 
in  their  remarks,  I  should  not  move  the  previous 
question  at  this  time.  But  as  Mr.  Whittnore's  mo- 
tion does  not  affect  Mr.  Turner's  salary,  or  any  sal- 
ary not  settled,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  moving  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Wa'd  21,  had  something  more  to 
say,  and  opposed  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Devlin,  of  Ward  13,  thought  an  opportunity- 
should  be  given  to  reply  to  Mr.  Hart  who  had 
brought  in  the  name  of  Alderman  O'Brien  and  had 
Dot  fortified  his  statements  by  showing  where  that 
gentleman  had  said  anything  against  Mr.  Turner. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  desired  an  opportunity  to  put  cer- 
tain questions  to  Mr.  Hart  before  the  discussion 
ended. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  desired  to  give  the  friends  of  Al- 
derman O'Brien  an  opportunity  to  answer  Mr.  Haifs 
charge,  that  they  are  working  against  Mr.  Turner. 

Mr.  Daly — I  consider  myself  a  friend  of  Alderman 
O'Brien.  I  intend  to  vote  for  the  increase  of  Mr. 
Turner's  salary.  I  never  knew  Mr.  Turner,  and 
would  not  know  him  if  I  met  him.  I  never  spoke  to 
Alderman  O'Brien,  but  would  kuow  him  if  I  saw 
him.  I  do  not  see  why  the  gentleman  from  Ward  18 
should  think  the  friends  of  Alderman  O'Brien  are 
working  agaiust  Mr.  Turner.  I  intend  to  vote  for 
the  increase  of  Mr.  Turner's  salary.  I  wish  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  18  would  view  the  matter  in 
the  same  light  so  far  as  the  workingmen  are  con- 
cerned, and  give  them  two  dollars  a  day,  as  they 
need  it. 

Mr.  Pratt  desired  an  opportunity  to  reply  to  Mr. 
Gove. 

Mr.  Bigelow  withdrew  the  motion  for  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16 — I  am  a  member  of  this 
Council  which  voted  against  large  salaries  at  the  last 
meeting  in  July,  when  we  had  a  whole  night's  ses- 
sion. We  knew  this  question  was  coming  up,  and 
I,  for  one,  was  not  waited  upon,  because  I  was  one 
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which  voted  against  it.  I  can  say  also  that  I 
have  known  of  gentlemen  who  voted  against  the 
increase  of  the  Treasurer's  salary  who  have  been 
waited  upon  to  try  to  change  their  votes  and  bring 
theuj  over  to  the  other  side.  Now  if  tbe  friends  of 
Mr.  Turner  know  bis  ability  for  that  position,  and 
know  (hat  he  is  entitled  to  it,  why  should  be  seek 
the  othce?  I  claim,  Mr.  President,  that  as  he  seeks 
the  salary,  he  seeks  the  office.  The  salary  was 
pleged  to  him,  and  I  cl  din  that  those  gentlemen  did 
not  want  him  Treasurer,  but  they  were  given  to 
understand  that  if  be  was  elected  Treasurer,  and 
they  happened  to  get  the  Republican  ai  urination 
for  Aldermen,  tbey  were  to  have  the  Democratic 
nomination.  That  was  tbe  question  I  wanted  to  put 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  18,  whether  Alderman 
O'Brien  promises  them  that  nomination.  There  are 
tentlemeL  on  this  floor  who  are  aware  of  this 'fact 
that  those  promises  were  made  to  the  gentlemen. 
The  gentleman  knows  Air.  Turner  as  well  as  any  other 
man  in  City  H.ll.  What  did  Mr.  Turner  do  wiieu 
he  took  the  office  of  Treasurer?  There  was  a  clerk  in 
the  office  whose  father  was  not  elected,  unfortunate- 
ly, and  at  four  o'clock  tint  afternoon  that  clerk  was 
told  to  pack  up  and  leave  the  hall.  I  understand 
there  was  a  young  man  in  tbat  office  named  Dennie, 
and  he  was  asked  to  pack  up  and  leave,  without  giv- 
ing mm  any  notice,  and  without  giving  him  any 
chance  to  know  why  he  was  discbarged.  His 
father  was  not  elected.  He  could  not  keep  him 
in  that  office.  Were  you  elected  here  lo  Day 
such  a  man  as  tbat  a  high  salary?  I  claim,  Mr. 
President,  while  I  am  employing  torty  to  fifty  help, 
I  would  not  go  up  and  ask  any  of  them  to  leave  with- 
out any  cause  being  given  to  them.  I  say  it  is  time 
for  the  public  to  know  the  accion  that  i3  going  on  iD 
this  hall.  I  say  if  it  is  not  a  ring,  it  is  time  for 
us  to  know  something  about  this  family  who  arc 
doing  this  business  in  City  Hall.  lam  not  ashamed 
to  go  back  to  my  ward  -nd  say,  1  object  to 
it.  As  long  as  1  am  ou  this  floor,  I  wish  to  give 
the  public  au  opportunity  to  know  how  the  city  is 
carried  on,  and  how  long  it  has  been  done  in  this  way. 
As  the  gentleman  has  said,  these  gentlemen  are  very 
auxious  to  pav  tlris  man  twenty-live  dollars  more, — 
or  yon  want  to  pay  him  fifty  dollars  a  week 
more.  But  if  you  should  give  a  hundred  men  ten 
cents  a  day  more  yon  would  make  a  hundred 
families  happy,  but  it  gies  down  to  the  other 
branch,  and  there  are  eight  Aldermen  —  I  say 
it  goes  down  to  the  upper  branch,  and  tnere 
are  eight  Aldermen  who  say  no,  ami  when  it  comes 
to  the  salary  they  are  willing  to  give  ten  thousand 
dollars  to  one  man.  I  cannot  see  why  it  is.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  18  says  he  expects  to  carry  it 
to-night.  When  you  get  through  with  tbe  list  you 
will  tind  some  members  who  have  changed  their 
votes.  They  weie  obliged  to  do  it.  You  might  get 
a  man  on  tbe  police  force  if  you  vote  for  this  man, 
or  you  might  get  a  liquor  license  if  you  vote  for 
Mr.  Turner's  high  salary.  I  say  it  is  wrong 
for  us  to  allow  such  action.  I  have  asked 
no  favors  of  those  conin  issions.  My  constit- 
uents in  my  ward  do  not  send  me  here  to 
do  such  work.  If  ycu  send  »eu  here  who  are  going 
to  get  favors— or  getting  a  fries"  in  as  assistant 
clerk,  or  getting  into  the  Auditor's  office  for  a  salary 
of  $1800— i-ow,  sir,  I  hope  this  Council  will  remain  as 
they  bavs  voted.  ■  No  matter  if  we  s'and  here  tor  a 
week,  I  shall  remain  at  live  thousand  dollars,  if  we 
stay  here  until  next  Christmas.  I  hope  no  confer- 
ence committee  will  be  appointed.  I  think  we  have 
made  up  our  minds.  If  the  gentleman  would  resign 
to-morrow  we  would  have  twenry-rive  applicants  tor 
the  position,  and  you  used  not  go  anv  further  than 
State  -treet. 

Mr.  Pord— If  I  mis  ake  not,  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  21  stated  that  the  salary  of  a  new  officer  should 
than  that  of  one  who  has  served  for  years.  I 
ask  if  the  pre.-eut  City  Treasurer  is  not  a  new 
officer,  and  if  that  principle  does  not  hold  good  in 
hi-  case?  We  are  here  lo-night  to  fix  the  salaries  of 
the  various  officers  that  appear  ou  this  list,  and  the 
question  arises,  Wnat  can  we  get  the  services  of  men 
who  are  qualified  to  fill  these  positions  for?  That  is 
the  question  to  settle.  Can  we  get  their  services  for 
the  salaries  which  are  at  present  paid?  If  we  can, 
as  I  believe  we  can,  let  us  vote  to  adhere  to 
our  former  action.  Furthermore,  I  believe 
that  if  the  salaries  of  these  offices  were  decreased 
ten  per  cent.  „ot  one  of  them  would  retire  from 
ins  position.  I  do  not  believe  in  paying  a  man  more 
toi-  hi-  services  in  any  capacity  than  they  can  he  pro- 
cure! for.  It  l/as  been  -aid  that,  supply' ami  di  manri 
regulate  the  price  of  skilled  and  unskilled  labor.  That 
is  true.  Is  there  a  dearth  of  candidates  in  the  city 
oi  !;■  stoi,  lor  thc-e  very  positions.'  There  i-  not. 
-oon  as  there  is  a  vacancy  in  any  one  of  these 


departments,  the  position  is  soughtalter..  Hundreds 
of  men  will  cater  for  the  piace.  As  the  comu  on  ex- 
pression is,  many  of  the.se  positions  are  soft  posi- 
tions, soft  jobs,  and  are  sought  after.  I  hope  the 
Council  will  adhere  to  its  former  vote. 

Mr.  bovell-T  wish  to  state  tbat  in  voting  against 
an  increase  of  salary  for  the  City  Treasurer  lam  not 
voting  against  Mr.  Turner  as  a  man.  When  he  was 
here  for  election  1  voted  for  him  because  I  believed 
we  needed  a  competent  man  and  that  Mr.  Turner 
was  such  a  man.  When  I  voted  against  an  inciease 
of  salary  for  the  office  I  believed  tnat  the  city  should 
pay  $5000  and  no  more.  I  believe  that  is  a  proper 
salary.  My  action  in  that  respect  has  nothing  to  do 
with  Mr.  Turner.  I  wish  to  make  tbat  statement  and 
put  myself  right  so  that  when  I  vote  for  the  amount 
which  the  Council  fixed  before  I  shall  be  understood 
as  not  voting  against  Mr.  Turner  m  any  way,  but  be- 
lieving that  to  be  the  proper  salary. 

Mr.  Means — 1  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  call  atten- 
tion to  a  phase  of  this  matter  which  it  seem  must 
result  from  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  to  ask 
lor  a  conference  committee.  I  could  not  with  re- 
spect to  myself  or  with  respect  to  members  of  this 
Council  allow  tbe  vote  to  be  passed  without  doing 
so.  I  cannot  see  but  that  the  members  of  this  Coun 
cil  are  intelligent  men  whose  opinions  I  should  be 
pleased  to  seek,  whose  judgment  would  be  valuable 
to  me  or  to  any  man  regarding  the  affairs  of  the 
city.  I  have  not  heard  before  that  this  Council  was 
not  as  intelligent  a  body,  and  up  to  the  average  of 
Councils  who.havebeeu  here  for  years  past.  But  yet 
notwithstanding  all  this,  many  of  our  orders  which 
have  gone  up  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have  been 
indefinitely  postponed  or  laid  upon  the  table, 
could  point  out  numbers  of  them — the  laoorl 
ers'  pay,  order  upon  order  sent  up,  no  word  at 
all  sent  back,  not  even  commoD  courtesy;  your 
Old  State  House,  your  public  parks,  which  we  re- 
ferred to  various  committees,  was  laid  upon  the 
table,  and  disposed  of.  We  asked  for  a  committee 
of  conference  on  the  Old  Stae  House;  they  granted 
us  one,  but  they  did  not  give  us  even  the  votes  of  the 
members  of  the  committee  of  conference.  The 
only  way  the  Obi  State  House  order  went  through 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  was  by  the  wit  of  the  mem- 
ber from  Ward  12  to  conceal  the  object  of  the  order, 
and  the  Aldermen  didn't  know  until  alter  they  got 
through  what  they  were  doing.  They  were  not 
smart  enough  to  wake  up  to  it.  If  you  look  at  the 
records  of  our  proceedings,  you  will  find  that  only 
as  late  as  July  28,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
asked  tbat  a  paper  be  sent  up  and  a  committee  of 
conference  be  appointed  upon  the  matter  of  water, 
and  ou  Aug.  8th  that  communicidion  was  placed  on 
file  by  the  other  branch.  Mr.  Cushing,in  his  Law  of 
Public  Assemblies, says  such  ahreach  of  courtesy  as  to 
refuse  a  committee  of  conference  is  unknown  in  any 
parliamentary  body.  The  least  they  could  do  was  to 
grant  the  committee.  They  ief used  to  do  that.  Our 
orders  are  slighted,  and  when  we  make  concessions 
they  are  ignored.  I  am  sorry  for  it.  I  wish  it  were 
not  so.  After  being  treated  as  we  have  been,  1  see 
no  way  under  the  circumstances  but  to  move  along 
in  the  even  tenor  of  oui  ways,  passing  o.ders  as  they 
come  to  us,  doing  our  business  properly  and  rightly, 
but  asking  nothing  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  who 
have  turned  away  with  discourtesy  and  disrespect 
from  our  request  for  a  committee  of  conference,  for 
such  I  feel  was  their  actioD. 

The  amendment,  $0500,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Cireenough  moved  to  fix  the  salary  at  $6000  in 
full  for  all  his  services,  and  on  bis  motion  ohe  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordeied.  The  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  Hart; — I  desire  to  say  one  word,  if  it  is  in  order, 
in  relation  to  the  remarks  I  made.  I  u?ed  the  ex- 
pression that  all  of  Alderman  O'Brien's  friends  were 
against  Mr.  Turner.  I  ought  to  qualify  that.  I  do 
not  know  who  all  of  Alderman  O'Brien's  friends  are, 
and  1  did  not  mean  it  in  that  sense.  If  there  is  any- 
thing more  f  can  say,  I  would  bi  glad  to  d<>  so.  As 
the  thing  has  been  talked  about  the  hall,  it  has  been 
in  tbat  way.  I  did  not  mean  to  charge  it  against  any 
one  as  a  personal  matter;  but  I  meant  it  as  a  general 
thing. 

Mi.  Maguire  of  Ward  19— I  think  it  would  be  a 
good  idea  for  tbe  gentleman  to  explain  how  much 
part  Alderman  O'Brien  has  taken  in  this  matter, 
and  then  we  could  answer  him.  I  have  yet  to  learn 
tbat  Alderman  O'Brien  has  bad  any  hand  in  this 
matter  at  all. 

Mr.  Smith— I  was  going  to  say  something  in  reply 
to  my  colleague  from  Ward  21,  but  as  the  Council 
have  had  so  much  of  this  discussion,  I  will  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  18  a  question.  He  seems  to 
be  exercised  about  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Turner 
has  been  treated.     We  have  no:  attacked  the  private 
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character  of  Mr.  Turner.  The  question  I  wish  to 
ask  him  is,  will  be  he  kind  enough  to  give  us  the  au- 
thority by  which  Mr.  Turner  divided  J;150  among  his 
clerks  last  July,  before  even  the  appropriation  for 
tliis  year  had  been  passed?  I  ask  that  for  informa- 
tion. 

Mr.  Hart — It  is  my  opinion  that  the  money  came 
from  last  year's  appropriation.  I  am  very  certain 
that  this  vear's  appropriation  has  not  been  touched. 

Mr.  Smith — I  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  it  wa3 
taken  from  this  year's  appropriation,  and  I  know  as 
a  matter  of  fact  that  this  margin  or  excess  over  actual 
salaries  of  the  clerks,  was  a  working  margin  for  any 
contingency  that  might  occur  during  the  year.  Waeu 
he  went  out  in  July,  he  took  .$150  and 'divined  it 
anions  his  clerks.  As  a  consequence  it  has  been  ne- 
cessary for  his  successor  to  reduce  the  salary  of  two 
of  bis  clerks  in  order  that  he  u,igot  have  a  margin  to 
work  upon.  I  ask  by  what  authority  he  divided  that 
money? 

Mr.  Pratt — T  will  ask  my  colleague  how  he  kDOWs 
that  it  was  taken  out  of  the  appropriation  for  tms 
year? 

Mr.  Smith — 1  have  the  salaries  here  for  May,  June 
and  July  of  this  year,  and  the  salaries  for  July  show 
exactly  an  advance  of  twenty-five  dollars  for  each  of 
those  clerks.  1  claim  that  the  gentleman  made  a 
present  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  those 
clerks  without  a  particle  of  authority,  and  he  took 
the  money  from  this  year's  appropriation. 

Mr.  Hart — The  fact  is,  in  that  office  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  extra  work  done.  Tbearrangemeat  has  been 
made  for  the  clerks  to  do  that  extra  work  and  that 
there  should  be  a  certain  amount  appropriated  from 
■which  it  should  be  paid.  That  has  been  the  rule  for 
many  years.  I  understand  that  Mr.  Turner  did  not 
exceed  the  appropriation  made  for  clerk  hire  in  his 
office. 

Mr.  Smith — This  was  never  done  before.  It  com- 
menced in  1878-9  and  it  was  divided  iu  1880,  but  it 
was  never  divided  before  in  July.  Since  I  do  not 
get  a  satisfactory  answer,  I  propose  further  on  in 
the  evening  asking  Mr.  Turner  to  explain  it. 

Mr.  Pratt— The  gentleman  does  not  auswer  the 
question,  how  he  knows.  He  said  he  had  informa- 
tion that  it  was  paid  out  of  the  appropriation  for  this 
year.  He  does  not  explain  that.  I  want  to  say  one 
or  two  words  on  that,  and  promise  not  to  detain  the 
Council  but  a  few  moments. 

Mr.  Smith— This  is  a  transcript  from  the  Treasur- 
er's books. 

Mr.  Pratt: — The  gentleman  says  it  is  a  transcript 
from  the  Treasurer's  books.  I  do  not  deny  that.  I 
do  not  deny  the  honest  intention  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  21,  but  I  do  think  the  gentleman,  like 
some  others  on  this  floor,  goes  to  every  other  source 
except  the  Auditor's  office  for  information. 
That  i3  the  way  they  have  been  doing  ever  since 
this  question  has  been  up — ever  since  they  found 
that  a  certain  gentleman  could  not  he  elected  Audi- 
tor to  succeed  Mr.  Turner.  Gentlemen  find  some 
loose  figures  in  City  Hall  and  they  take  them  to 
every  other  office  in  City  Hall  except  the  office  they 
relate  to,  to  ask  an  explanation,  and  they  take  every- 
body's else  explanation  and  air  it  in  this  chamber, 
and  do  not  go  to  the  Auditors  office  and  get  a  cor- 
rect explanation.  By  drawing  their  tine  teeth  combs 
through  everything  they  have  found  two  charges 
against  Mr.  Turner,  and  perhaps  I  should  say  three- 
one  that  he  has  paid  his  clerks  apparently  more  one 
month  than  he  did  other  months,  or  more  than  he 
had  agreed  to,  or  in  other  words  that  he  had  $150 
not  called  for  by  his  salary  appropriation,  and  di- 
vided it  amongst  his  clerks.  Now,  sir,  an  appropria- 
tion for  clerk  hire  has  been  voted  to  Mr.  Turner 
to  pay  his  clerks  with,  just  as  other  depart- 
ments* have.  Mi.  Turner's  clerks  have  lieen 
overworked,  and  members  of  this  Council  may 
make  them  work  by  going  theie  for  figures.  They 
do  not  have  excessive  salaries,  and  iT  m  the  course 
of  the  vear  they  do  have  $25  more  than  the  listed 
salaries  call  foi ,  is  that  a  great  deal?  It  was  in  Mr. 
Turner's  discretion  to  pay  them  more  salary  per 
month,  or  to  divide  up  what  was  left.  It  is  nothing 
more  than  what  has  been  done  in  other  departments 
and  establishments.  It  was  alleged  tnat  other  de- 
partments turned  in  their  unexpended  balances.  It 
does  not  appear  that  Mr.  Turner  had  any  unex- 
pended balance  to  turn  in.  It  does  not  appear  tbat 
any  other  department  in  City  Hall,  except  one,  had 
any  unexpended  balance.  There  was  no  unexpended 
balance  for  clerk  hire  in  City  Hall  except  one.  That 
is  a  very  small  matter.  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
18  has  answered  the  charges  of  taking  the  salary 
of  Auditor  of  Accounts  for  the  County  of  Suf- 
folk in  one  way,  and  I  will  answer  it  in 
another.  Year  after  year  the  Finance  Committee 
and  the  Committee  on  "Accounts  knew  it,  and  year 


after  year  every  member  of  the  City  Government 
knew  it  and  read  it  at  the  time  he  examined  the 
Auditor's  report,  and  the  drawing  of  tne  salary  was 
assented  to  not  only  by  the  City  Council,  who  had  no 
business  with  it,  but  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  who 
had  some  business  with  it.  Their  acquiescence  in  it 
showed  that  he  was  entitled  to  it.  Now  it  is  pretty 
late  in  the  day  to  bring  up  such  a  trivial  charge.  I 
don't  suppose  that  the  charge  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  16,  even  if  it  be  accurate,  is  worth  answering. 
The  gentleman  from  Ward  18  characterized  these  at- 
tacks upon  Mr.  Turner  just  right  when  he  said  we 
treated  him  with  a  shabby  meanness.  Certainly  not 
in  my  recollection  in  the  four  years  I  have  been  in 
this  Council  has  an  officer  received  such  shabby 
treatment  as  Mr.  Turner  has  received.  J  propose  to 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  we  ought  not  to  be 
discussine  Mr.  Turner  in  this  matter  but  ougb  to  be 
discussinga  proper  salary  for  the  City  Treasuier. 

Mr.  Pratt  read  an  order  for  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  special  committee  to  investigate  the  charges 
made  against  Mr.  Turner  on  the  flcor  of  the  Council 
in  debate,  which  he  proposed  to  offer  at  the  proper 
time,  ana  continued: 

Mr.  President — If  that  order  can  be  passed  and  we 
can  have  an  investigation  of  these  serious  charges, 
we  shall  then  be  going  at  the  matter  in  the  right 
way.  But  if  Mr.  Turner  is  not  the  proper  man  for 
City  Treasurer  of  Boston,  the  sooner  he  is  out  of  the 
office  the  better.  If  we  think  he  is  not,  the  way  to 
find  out  is  to  investigate.  Member-*  come  here  and 
say  that  Mr.  Turner  solicits  an  increase  of  salary 
so  badly  that  no  member  of  the  City  Government»can 
go  into  his  office  without  bsing  buttonholed,  solicited 
and  made  uncomfortable.  I  have  been  into  the  City 
Treasurer's  office  but  once  since  this  Salary  bill  has 
been  up,  and  nothing  was  said  tomeabout  the  Salary 
bill,  and  I  was  not  solicited.  I  have  Known  Mr.  Tur 
ner  several  years,  and  I  don't  think  he  is  a  man  who 
solicits  much.  But  after  all  this  controversy,  if  I 
were  in  his  place  and  got  a  chance  to  talk  to  some 
members  of  the  City  Government  of  these  things,  I 
would  speak  my  mind  to  them,  whether  in  the  Treas- 
urer's office,  or  wherever  it  was.  I  do  net  think  he 
should  be  censured  for  that.  I  think  the  proper  way 
to  vote  upon  this  is  to  vote  upon  the  Salary  bill. 
After  we  have  determined  upon  that  let  us  have 
these  grave  charges  investigated. 

Mr.  Swan  of  Ward  21—1  am  placed  in  a  some- 
what peculiar  position,  and  have  no  doubt  other 
membeis  are  placed  in  the  same  position  that 
I  am.  In  consequence  of  some  remarks  made  by 
gentlemen  of  the  Council  it  might  be  inferred  that 
those  who  vote  against  increasing  the  salary  of  the 
present  City  Treasurer  believe  in  the  charges  which 
have  been  made  against  him  on  this  floor.  Now,  Mr. 
President,  I  do  not  take  stock  in  everything  that  has 
been  said  in  regard  to  the  charges  made  against  Mr. 
Turner,  and  my  vote  on  the  salary  question  does  not 
indicate  it.  I  donotwsmt  it  so'construed.  I  am 
placed  in  the  same  position  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  1  is  placed  in.  While  I  propose  to  vote  for 
only  $c000,  my  vote  does  not  indicate  that  I  take  any 
stock  in  anything  said  on  this  floor  against  Mr. 
Turner.  I  merel>  vote  on  principle  and  for  a  salary 
for  the  Treasurer  of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  not 
against  Mr.  Turner. 

Mr.  Clapp,  of  Ward  24,  was  excused  from  voting, 
having  paired  with  Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9, 

Thequestion  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  86000. 
and  it  was  rejected,  yeas  30,  nays  34: 

Yeas — Beal,  Bigelow,  lirimbecom,  Brown,  Child, 
Conlin,  Daly,  Dana,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy, 
Enierv,  Fitzpatrick,  Freeman,  Harding.  Hart,  Hil- 
ton, McCormick,  AIcNamara,  N.  M.  Morrison.  Park- 
man,  Pope,  Powers,  Pratt,  Pray,  Viles.  Welch. 
Wheeler,  Whitmore,  Williams— 30. 

Nays— Barry,  Bartlett,  Bowker,  Boyle.  Connell, 
Costello,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Cummings.  Devlin,  C.  F, 
Doherty,  Farwell,  Fisk,  Ford,  Folan,  Gove,  Hosley. 
Huntress,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Maguire,  Mathews,  P.  J. 
McLaughlin,  Means,  P.  Morrison,  Murphy,  Quielev, 
Rogers,  Rosnosky,  Smith,  Swan,  Teevan,  Wake- 
field, Walsh— 34. 

Absent  or  not  voting— II.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp, 
Greenough,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  Mullett.  Wharton — 6. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  was  divided  by  the 
chair,  and  the  part,  that  the  Council  concur  with  the 
other  branch  with  an  amendment  to  strike  out  all 
matters  in  dispute  between  the  two  branches,  was 
adopted.   Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider.   Lost. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  will  make  the  motion  for  a  com 
mittee  of  conference,  to  test  the  sense  of  the  Council. 
It  seems  to  me  we  shall  not  make  any  mistake  in  say- 
ing we  are  willing  to  come  to  term's,  if  we  possibly 
can.  I  move  that  we  request  a  conference  comu.it- 
tee  on  these  matters  in  dispute  between  the  two 
branches. 
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Mr.  Lovell— While  I  have  no  objection  to  anything 
that  will  forward  the  matter,  it  seems  to  me  if  we 
could  have  a  special  meeting  of  the  two  branches 
and  keep  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  session  we  could 
accomplish  a  good  deal  more  than  if  we  had  the  con- 
ference committee.  I  should  be  willing  to  come 
here  and  stay  until  we  could  settle  this  matter. 

The  motion  for  a  conference  committee  was  lost  - 
29  for,  33  igainst. 

Mr.  Walsh  moved  to  adjourn.  Lost— 12  for,  42 
against. 

Mr.  Smith— If  it  is  in  order,  I  would  move  that  the 
Council  adhere  to  its  former  vote. 

The  President — It  is  not  in  order.  There  is  nothing 
for  the  Council  to  adhere  to  at  the  present  time. 

CONTINGENT  FUND  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended, and  he  offered  an  order — That  the  Auditor 
of  Accounts  be,  and  lie  hereby  is,  authorized  to  trans- 
fer from  the  reserved  fund  §2500  to  the  contingent 
fund,  Common  Council. 

Mr.  Whitnioie  moved  the  reference  of  the  order 
to  the  Finance  Committee. 

Mr.  Hart — The  Council  have  seen  fit  to  go  ahead 
and  spend  all  of  the  contingent  fund.  I  think  the 
best  thing  we  can  do  is  to  reluse  to  appropriate  any 
more  money.  The  President  is  continually  asked  to 
approve  bills  which  he  ought  not  to  be  asked  to  ap- 
prove. A  great  deal  of  this  money  had  better  not 
have  been  spent.  I  believe  in  treating  this  thing  as 
we  should  treat  ourselves.  If  we  have  folks  in  our 
families  who  spend  their  year's  allowance  in  the  first 
quarter,  they  ought  not  to  have  anymore.  That  is 
the  condition  this  Council  is  in,  and  I  hope  we  shall 
not  appropriate  another  cent. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  Chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee  has  previously  cautioned  the  Council  that 
they  were  spending  money  too  rapidly.  Whether 
they  obeyed  the  injunction  I  don't  know.  The  gen- 
tleman is  on  the  committee  to  whom  it  should  be 
sent.  I  am  informed  by  the  City  Messenger  that 
bills  outstanding  ana  those  voted  will  leave  only 
about  §200  in  tbc  funci  for  the  use  of  the  Council  for 
the  remainder  of  the  financial  year.  It  is  not  very 
dignified  for  the  Council  to  run  in  debt;  but  let  the 
gentleman  do  his  beat  he  cannot  prevent  the  spending 
of  money.  It  is  better  to  let  it  go  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. "Here  we  are  in  September, and  certainly  we 
shall  spend  more  money  before  January.  The  only 
question  is  whether  the  debt  shall  be  run  up  by  us, 
and  a  deficiency  bill  be  brought  in  in  season,  and 
then  be  more  careful  in  the  future.  I  think  it  is 
hardly  to  be  txpected  that  the  Council  will  not  go  on 
and  spend  more  money  during  the  next  four  months. 
It  is  a  point  of  virtue  which  we  have  not  reached  yet. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

INVESTIGATION  OKDERED. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ward  21,  offered  an  order  -That  Al- 
fred T.  Turner,  late  Auditor  of  Accounts,  be  re- 
quested to  inform  the  City  Council  by  what  authority 
he  divided  among  the  clerks  employed  in  the  Audi- 
tor's Department  in  July  last  the  sum  of  §150,  said 
sum  being  in  excess  of  their  regular  salaries;  and 
also  by  what  authority  he  audited  and  allowed  for 
payment,  during  the  last  financial  year,  bills  to  the 
amount  of  eight  hundred  dollars  for  auditing  the 
accounts  of  the  county  of  Suffolk. 

Mr.  Pratt,  of  Ward  21,  moved  to  amend  by  substi- 
tuting the  following: 

Ordered,  That  whereas,  in  the  course  of  debate 
upon  the  Salary  bill  in  the  City  Council,  charges  have 
been  made  by  members  against  the  present  City 
Treasurer — as  that  he  has  improperly  solicited  office, 
and  has  unbecomingly  solicited  votes  for  an  increase 
oi  -alary,  and  is  aged  and  infirm,  and  magnifies  his 
office,  and  has  paid  his  clerks  more  than  he  agreed 
to,  and  has  taken  a  salary  as  Auditor  for  County  of 
Suffolk,  and  has  discharged  a  clerk,— now  a  special 
committee  consisting  of  five  members  of  this  Coun- 
cil, with  such  us  the  Aldermen  may  join,  beappointed 
to  investigate  these  charges  and  such  matters  as  may 
be  brought  to  their  attention,  and  to  hear  all  persons 
who  desire  to  be  heard,  and  to  report  in  print  all 
evidence  before  thein,  with  such  recommendations 
as  to  censure  or  removal  from  office  as  they  find  ap- 
propriate. 

.Mr.  Pratt — I  only  want  to  say  in  connection  with 
the  amendment  that  it  seems  to  me  alter  the  charges 
made,  as  they  have  been  in  regard  to  the  matters 
suggested  in  th:  order,  the  best  way  to  get  at  the 
facto,  and  the  fairest  way  for  Mr.  Turner,  is  that  a 
eoumiittee  should  be  appointed  who  should  examine 
tlitsc  matters  and  report  in  full  to  the  Council.  It 
teems  to  me  it  is  better  to  examine  all  the  charges 
than  to  single  out  one  and  ask  for  a  statement  in  re- 
gard totLat. 


Mr.  Gove— The  words  used  in  the  order  are  not  ex- 
actly as  I  put  them,  though  the  stenographer  can 
best  give  them.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  order,  and  as- 
sure the  committee  that  I  will  give  them  the  best  in- 
formation that  I  have  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Smith — I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out  that 
part  relating  to  paying  clerks  more  than  he  agreed 
to.    I  don't  think  any  such  charge  was  made. 

Mr.  Gove— I  don  t  know  but  that  it  ought  to  be 
amended  by  the  words  I  used.  I  don't  think  I  said 
he  was  aged  and  infirm.  I  think  I  said  he  was  get- 
ting along  in  years,  and  was  not  in  good  health.  The 
official  report  will  show  what  it  is,  but  I  don't  re- 
member the  exact  words. 

Mr.  Bartlett  moved  to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  think  the  Council  will  see  the  un- 
wisdom of  indefinitely  postponing  the  order.  It  it 
is  not  in  proper  form  let  us  amend  it.  If  the  City 
Treasurer  has  behaved  unbecomingly,  as  has  been 
charged  on  this  floor,  it  is  time  the  Council  knew  the 
facts.  Whenever  charges  have  been  made  against 
an  officer,  there  has  been  an  investigation.  I  hope 
Mr.  Turner  will  have  justice  done  him,  and  that  we 
shall  have  the  benefit  of  the  facts  gained. 

Mr.  Smith — I  hope  it  will  not  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned, i  offered  the  order  in  good  faith.  If  Mr. 
Turner  can  explain  it,  he  should  have  the  opportu- 
nity. I  think  it  is  unfair  to  him  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  motion  to  indefinitely 
postpone  will  not  prevail,  hecause  it  will  not  be  just 
to  Mr.  Turner  or  to  the  gentlemen  who  oppose  him; 
and  above  all  it  may  serve  in  some  measure  to  check 
the  reckless  personalities  which  have  been  indulged 
in  in  this  debate,  and  which  I  think  the  gentlemen 
who  participated  in  them  will  regret  when  they  read 
th'jm  in  print.  I  think  the  Council  have  gone  farther 
in  this  debate  than  they  have  before  this  year,  or  for 
two  or  three  years.  It  is  but  justice  to  the  present 
incumbent  of  the  office,  without  regard  to  his  name 
or  antecedents,  to  have  an  investigation. 

Mr.  Pray  of  Ward  5—1  move  that  the  whole  sub- 
ject be  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Council  at  8  o'clock.  Meantime  the  members  will 
have  an  opportunity  to  read  the  order  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  21. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  should  have  no  objection  to  that  un- 
der the  circumstances,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  when 
charges  have  been  made,  as  they  have  in  this  case, 
the  investigation  should  be  prompt.  Where  a  mat- 
ter is  pending  in  which  the  report  of  the  committee 
might  have  some  influence  on  the  result,  I  thiok  the 
committee  should  be  appointed. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost. 

The  order  wasamended  by  striking  out  the  words — 

"And  has  paid  his  clerks  more  than  he  agreed  to," 
and  inserting  in  place  thereof  the  words: 

"And  has  divided  §150  among  his  clerks." 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Pratt  was  adopted,  and  his 
order  was  substituted  for  that  of  Mr.  Smith. 

The  question  then  came  up  on  indefinite  postpone- 
ment. 

Mr.  Bartlett; — My  object  in  moving  to  indefinitely 
postpone  was,  that  members  have  ventilated  them- 
selves on  this  subject,  and  I  think  a  good  deal  has 
been  said  that  satisfies  them  that  they  have  said  too 
much.  The  more  this  matter  is  stirred  up  the  worse  it 
will  be.  I  don't  think  any  member  who  has  ventila- 
ted himself  has  really  anything  against  Mr.  Turner. 
I  know  that  I  felt  that  I  wa  ■  doing  my  duty,  and  that 
I  believe  §5000  is  a  very  good  salary. 

Mr.  Brown  ot  Ward  23 — I  hope  this  motion  to  in 
definitely  postpone  will  not  prevail.  It  is  due  to  Mr. 
Turner  and  the  committee  who  nominated  him,  and 
to  the  members  of  this  Council  who  voted  for  him, 
that  this  investigation  shall  proceed.  I  hope  the  mo- 
tiou  to  postpone  will  not  prevail. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  lost. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed.  Mr.  Pratt 
moved  a  reconsideration.  Lost.  The  President  ap- 
pointed Messrs.  Beal  of  Ward  17,  Whitmore  of  Ward 
12,  Cunimings  of  Ward  1",  Ford  of  AVard  17,  and 
Barry  of  Ward  16  on  said  committee.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Clapp,  of  Ward  24,  moved  to  suspend  the  rule 
to  enable  him  to  offer  an  order  which  he  read,  as 
follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  requested  to 
provide  carriages  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  such 
members  as  may  request  it,  to  their  homes  at  the 
close  Of  this  meeting,  the  expense  attending  the  same 
to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund  of  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

Mr.  Hart  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24— The  gentleman  is  fortu- 
nate enough  to  live  in  the  city  where  it  is  oasy  to 
walk  home.  Some  ol  us  live  a'  good  way  out  of  town. 
Perhaps  the  geutlemun  would  not  like  to  walk  six  or 
eigh'  miles  to  Milton  at  this  time  of  right;  if  he 
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does  I  will  take  him  out  and  keep  him  over  night 
with  me. 

The  rule  was  suspended.  The  order  was  offered 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Hart  moved  to  refer  to  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee.   Lost. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  passed. 
Mr.  Clapp,  of  Ward  24,  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hilton,  of  Ward  5,  the  rule  was 
suspended,  43  for,  13  against,  and  he  offered  an  order 
— That  when  tbe  Couucil  adjourns  it  be  to  meet  on 
Thursday,  the  29th  inst.,  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M. 

Mr.  Hilton— The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
have  decided  to  make  some  changes  in  the  seats  in 
this  chamber,  and  wish  to  commence  work  to-mor- 
row. It  will  take  a  week  to  ten  days  to  do  the  work. 
That  is  the  reason  for  offering  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Hilton  moved  a  recon- 
sideration.   Lost. 

Mr.  Gove  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  that  ne 
might  offer  an  order.  Mr.  Pratt  moved  to  amend, 
so  that  the  rule  be  suspended,  so  that  motions  and 
orders  could  be  entertained  at  this  time.  The 
amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  motion  as  amended 
pas  sed. 

THE  UNSETTLED  SALARIES. 

Mr.  Gove,  of  Ward  1,  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance, 
To  Amend  an  Ordinance  Establishing  the  Salaries  of 

the  City  Officers. 
Be  it  ordained,  &c. 

Section  1.  The  salaries  of  the  following-named  offi- 
cers shall  be  at  the  rate  per  annum  placed  against 
their  respective  names,  beginning  on  the  first  day  of 
April,  1881,  payable  monthly,  subject  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  any  and  all  sums  due  from  such  officers  to  the 
city;  and  all  of  said  officers  receiving  moneys  in 
their  official  capacities  shall  account  for  the  same: 

Mayor's  Clerk gl,800 

City  Clerk 4,000 

Clerk  of  Commiitees 3,000 

Assistant  Clerk  of  Committees 1,500 

City  Treasurer 4,300 

As  Treasurer  of  Sinking  Funds ,700 

City  Collector 4,000 

City  Surveyor 3,100 

Water  Registrar 3,000 

Street  Commissioners'  Clerk 1,800 

Inspector  of  Buildings'  Clerk 1,800 

One.  Assistant  Inspector 1350 

Sucerintendent  of  Health 3,000 

City  Physician 2,700 

City  Registrar 2,550 

City  Architect 2,800 

Superintendent  of  Sewers 3,000 

Superintendent  of  Printing 2,000 

Superintendent  of  Faneuil-Hall  Market 2,200 

Deputy  Superintendent  of  Faneuil-Hall  Market. . .   1,300 

Superintendent  Public  Grounds 2.200 

Chairman  Board  of  Assessors 3,200 

Secretary  Board  of  Assessors 3,200 

Three  Principal  Assessors,  each 2,700 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Gove— It  seems  to  me  that  as  far  as  these  salar- 
ies are  concerned  the  matter  ought  to  be  disposed  of 
at  the  earliest  moment.  Here  are  some  parties  draw- 
ingsalaries  without  having  the  amount  fixed  by  the 
City  Council,  and  there  is  really  but  one  salary,  as 
far  as  I  have  heen  able  to  learn,  over  which  tnere  is 
any  particular  contest.  It  seems  to  mc  we  ought  to 
fix  these  salaries,  and  then  dispose  of  the  other  mat- 
ter. 

Mr.  Whitmore— My  only  object  in  making  the  mo- 
tion was  that  I  do  not  suppose  anybody,  except  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  1,  knows  what  effect  the  ordi- 
nance has.  If  he  will  accept  a  motion  to  have  the 
matter  assigned  and  printed  I  will  agree  to  it.  I 
don't  think  any  of  us  can  understand  what  the  effect 
of  the  document  is.  I  move  to  specially  assign  and 
print. 

Mr.  Gove— The  words  used  are  those  which  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  given  as  a  criterion 
in  framing  a  salary  ordinance.  The  amounts  are 
simply  those  passed  by  this  Council,  and  the  ordi- 
nance simply  carries  out  the  views  of  the  Council  as 
expressed  by  the  last  vote. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Of  course  it  will  require  a  two- 
thirds  vote  to  suspend  the  rule  and  consider  it  to- 
night, and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  done.  My  motion  is 
to  have  the  document  printed.  I  cannot  understand 
what  the  object  of  it  is  except  to  further  complicate 
the  salary  question.  As  I  understand  it  is  merely 
repeating  the  schedule  we  have  printed  here  on  our 
desks. 

The  President— The  position  of  affairs  is  this:  The 
Board  of  Aldermen  have  sent  an  ordinance  estab- 
lishing salaries,  and  we  have  sent  it  back  to  them 


concurred  in,  with  an  amendment  striking  out  eer" 
tain  salaries  which  are  in  dispute  between  the  two 
branches.  This  ordinance  takes  up  those  disputed 
salaries.  It  is  a  second  ordinance  establishing  the 
salaries  of  the  remaining  officers,  as  heretofore  fixed 
by  the  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Under  those  circumstances  with- 
draw opposition. 

The  ordinance  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  don't  see  any  reason 
why  we  should  suspend  the  rule. 

The  rule  was  suspended— 28  for,  14  against. 

The  ordinance  was  put  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Parkman— I  have  understood  the  President  to 
say  that  this  was  practically  making  a  second  ordi- 
nance. As  it  is  headed  "An  Ordinance  to  amend  an 
Ordinance  relating  to  Salaries,"  I  do  not  see  how 
there  can  be  two  ordinances. 

The  Presidents — An  act  to  amend  an  act  is  consid- 
ered an  act. 

Mr.  Parkman— It  does  not  make  two  ordinances 
of  it. 

The  President— The  gentleman  will  excuse  the 
chair  for  differing  with  him. 

Mr- Child  of  Ward  17.— It  seems  to  me  the  best 
way  is  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
It  will  be  about  the  same  thiog  as  having  a  confer- 
ence committee.  The  committee  will  probably  can- 
vass the  subject,  and  might  bring  in  a  report  modi- 
fying the  list  of  salaries  iu  accordance  with  a  plan 
that  might  be  agreed  upon.  I  move  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances. 

Mr.  Wnitmore— I  hope  it  will  not  go  to  that  com- 
mittee, after  the  clear  explanation  which  the  chair 
made.  This  is  an  oidinance  to  amend  an  ordinance 
wnich  we  have  concurred  in  and  sent  to  the  other 
branch.  If  it  was  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances they  could  only  report  that  the  ordinance 
should  be  parsed.  I  have  no  doubt  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  1  drew  it  properly. 

Mr.  Lovell— If  this  ordinance  is  adopted  do  we 
adopt  these  salaries  as  a  whole?  Do  we  vote  upon  all 
the  salaries  at  once? 

The  President— We  do.  It  fixes  the  salaries  of  these 
officers. 

The  ordinance  was  passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved 
to  reconsider.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

WATER  FROM  LAKE  WINNIPISSOGEE. 

Mr.  Rosnosky,  of  Ward  16,  offered  an  order— That 
a  special  coninii;tee  consisting  of  the  President  and 
two  other  members  of  the  Common  Council,  and 
the  Chairman  and  one  other  member  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  be  appointed  to  ascertain  and  report 
on  the  expediency  and  expense  of  providing  for  the 
City  ol  Boston  a  supply  of  water  from  Lake  Winni- 
piseogee. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — We  have  had  two  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Water,  but  we  have  got  no  final  re- 
port. Since  this  question  came  up  it  seems  to  me  we 
have  increased  eight  millions  of  gallons  a  day  in 
consumption  of  water.  In  the  month  of  August, 
1880,  we  used  twenty-six  millon  gallons  of  water  a 
day,  and  to-day,  in  the  month  of  August,  1881.  we 
are  using  thirty-four  millions  of  gallons  a  day,  or 
eight  millions  more  than  a  year  ago.  This  is  merely 
to  get  information,  as  we  could  not  receive  it  from 
the  Committee  on  Water  before,  knowing  that  the 
Committee  on  Water  is  prejudiced  against  this,  and 
they  showed  it  in  their  report.  I  ask  for  a  special 
committee  to  investigate  and  report  the  expense  of 
bringing  that  water  here. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Ward  11,  moved  to  adjourn.  Lost. 

Mr.  Pratt  moved  to  lay  the  order  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bosnosky— If  the  gentleman  believes  the 
order  ought  not  to  pass,  I  hope  he  will  vote  it  down. 
We  have  a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Water  on 
the  table  now. 

Mr.  Pratt— There  is  already  an  order  relating  to 
this  subject,  Which  is  among  the  pa«t  assignments, 
that  has  not  been  called  up,  and  I  thought  we  would 
take  up  the  two  together. 

Mr.  Kosoosky — Among  the  unfinished  business  we 
have  a  report  of  the  committee,  whi'e  I  claim  there 
has  been  no  investigation  made.  It  is  simply  the 
view  taken  by  the  committee.  1  want  a  special  com- 
mittee for  that  purpose,  and  by  leferring  this  to  a 
special  committee  I  claim  that  we  shall  get  a  report. 
There  is  oo  expense  to  it.  I  saw  one  of  the  members 
of  the  Water  Board,  Mi'.  Stan  wood,  and  he  claimed 
that  such  an  investigation  should  be  made. 

Mi-.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10 — I  think  the  motion  to 
table  should  prevail.  Toe  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Water  on  the  part  of  the  Council  is  absent, 
and  it  is  hardly  proper  to  act  on  this  matter  under 
the  circumstances. 

Mr.  Kosnosky^-I  showed  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
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9  the  order  in  the  first  part  of  the  session.  I  would 
not  take  advantage  of  an  absent  member.  I  showed 
him  the  order  that  I  was  to  introduce  this  evening, 
and  I  think  that  ought  to  be  satisfactory  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10,  unless  the  gentleman  left 
somebody  to  oppose  it,  which  be  could  have  done  if 
he  desired. 

Mr.  Wheeler— One  other  reason  why  I  think  the 
order  should  lay  upon  tne  table  is,  that  I  think  the 
suggestion  it  contains  is  preposterous. 

Mr.  Lovell — The  gentleman  from  Ward  16  has  been 
hammering  away  at  this  Lake  Winnipiseogee  matter 
for  gume  time,  and  I  hope  he  will  be  satisfied.  The 
Committee  on  Water  did  investigate  this  matter. 
They  got  the  expense  up  to  such  an  amount  that  the 
measure  wasn't  to  be  thought  of  ac  all.  The  en- 
gineer said  that  for  a  mere  nominal  sum  compared 
with  what  it  would  cost  to  go  to  Lake  Winnipiseogee 
we  could  procure  a  full  supply  of  water.  If  any  gen- 
tleman will  investigate  the  amount  we  would  have 
to  pay  for  land  damages  and  water  privileges,  I  think 
he  will  agree  with  the  Water  Board  and  Water  Com- 
mittee, and  that  the  committee  made  a  wise  report. 
I  understand  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  has 
some  miff  at  some  member  of  the  Water  Board 
or  Committee,  and  so  he  keeps  hammering  away 
at  this  matter.  I  hope  the  order  will  not  have 
a  second  reading.    Tuere  is  no  sense  in  it. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — There  may  not  be  much  sense  in  it, 
but  if  the  6entleman  from  Ward  10  is  careful  enough 
to  live  to  ten  years  from  to-day  be  wilt  see  there  is 
some  sense  in  it.  ■  I  wish  the  gentleman  from  Ward 

10  to  understand  my  reroarKS.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  1  ha?  just  stated  that  the  Committee  on  Wate 
gave  it  thorough  consideration.  I  for  one,  as  a  mem 
ber  of  that  committee,  think  they  have  not  troubled 
themselves  about  it.  They  merely  called  a  meeting 
of  the  committee  ana  called  in  the  engineer,  and 
asked  him  what  his  idea  was.  He  claims  it  would 
cost  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  and  when  I  asked  him 
whether  1  could  use  his  statement  as  an  estimate 
to  this  Council,  he  said,  Oh,  no  I  was  asked  to 
give  my  idea.  I  don't  believe  in  such  esti- 
mates. The  gentleman  from  War-l  1  has  said 
we  cannot  go  into  a  store  and  buy  water  as 
we  buy  merchandise.  Now  if  the  gentleman 
will  recollect,  this  is  merely  backlog  up  hisown  state- 
ment. We  have  used  eight  millions  of  gallons  more 
this  month  than  we  did  a  year  ago.  With  all  your 
supply,  if  we  should  ke^p  on  increasing  as  we  nave 
done,  where  will  our  water  come  from?  I  don't  claim 
that  the  City  of  Boston  is  ready  to  spend  this  money, 
but  I  don't  see  anything  against  investigating  it  and 
having  on  our  records  what  the  expense  will  be.  The 
Water  Board  may  say  they  were  not  asked  to  make 
this  report.  We  have  no  report  from  the  Water 
Board;  it  is  simply  the  idea  <f  the  Committee  on 
Wa'.er.  The  first  order  was  for  the  committee  to 
consult  with  the  Water  Board,  and  the  Water  Board 
have  not  made  any  report.  In  case  trouble  comes 
the  Wdter  Board  will  be  responsible.  But  you  can- 
not say  that  they  have  reported  an/thing.  The  re- 
port is  simply  from  the  Committee  on  Water.  I  ask 
the  investigation  that  it  may  go  on  record.  If  the 
Water  Board  will  go  on  record  and  say  they  have 
plenty  of  water  I  will  not  go  any  further. 

Mr.  Lovell — I  am  glad  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
16  is  on  praying  ground.  He  is  beginning  to  agree 
with  me  that  we  need  more  water.  Theaigumeut  I 
used  is  that  it  is  preposterous  to  pay  fifty  millions  for 
what  you  can  get  for  much  less.  The  committee 
figure"d  it  up  so  that  it  would  come  to  fifty  millions, 
and  they  said  as  a  business  transaction  it  "would  not 
be  worth  while  to  consider  it.  The  committee  con- 
sulted the  Water  Board  and  had  them  before  them. 
If  in  making  rough  estimates  they  got  up  to  fifty  mil- 
lions, I  should  like  to  ask,  for  gracious  sake,  what 
will  the  actual  figures  be?  The  City  Engineer  says 
we  can  get  a  full  supply,  for  five  or  six  millions  we 
can  get  a  supply  of  a  hundred  million  gallons  a  day. 
It  strikes  mc  iti-  all  nonsen-e  having  another  com- 
mittee on  this  matter,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
sawng  it.  I  am  very  glad  the  gentleman  is  coming 
to  the  truth  tliat  we  need  more  water,  and  the  argu- 
ment for  a  new  basin  was  not  all  fol-de-ro). 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

THE  ELECTION  LAWS. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  offerred  an  order — That 
the  City  Clerk  be  directed  to  prepare  and  cause  to 
be  printed  a  compilation  of  the  laws  now  in  force  re- 
lating Co  the  qualification,  assessment  and  registra- 
tion of  voter*,"  and  the  conduct  of  elections  in  the 
City  of  Boston,  the  expense  to  be  charged  t'>  the  ap- 
propriation for  printing.  Passed.  Mr.  Whitmore 
moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

ORCHARD  PAItK. 

Mr.  Connell,  of  Ward  21,  offered  an  order— That 


the  Committee  on  Common  and  Squares  consider 
and  report  the  expediency  of  purchasing  the  wooden 
bui.ding  bounded  by  Yeoman  and  Chadwick  streets 
for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  Orchard  Park,  Ward 
20.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

HARBOR  POLICE  ACCOMMODATIONS. 

Mr.  Freeman,  of  Ward  10,  offered  an  order — That 
so  much  of  the  third  annual  report  of  the  Board  of 
Police  Commissioners,  City  Document  89,  pages  32 
and  33,  as  relates  to  better  accommodations  for  the 
harbor  police,  be  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing 
Committee  on  Police.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

TAKEN  FROM  THE  FILES  AND  ASSIGNED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  following  matters 
were  taken  from  the  files  and  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  8%  o  clock  P.  M.,  viz. : 

Orders  for  the  taking  of  Arnold  Arboretum  for  a 
public  park,  for  the  purshase  or  taking  of  adjoining 
lands  for  the  same  purpose,  and  for  a  loin  of  $60,00 ; 
for  payingf or  said  adjoining  lands. 

Order  for  the  supply  of  supplementary  .reading  to 
the  public  schools,  at  an  expense  of  $1000. 

Mr.  Pratt  gave  notice  that  at  the  next  meeting  he 
should  call  for  a  report  from  the  Finance  Committee 
on  the  park  matters. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  it  was  voted  that  the 
matters  lying  on  the  table  be  taken  up  and  disposed 
of. 

The  several  subjects  on  the  table  were  acted  upon 
as  indicated. 

Order  to  investigate  the  removal  of  fences  from 
Commonwealth  avenue,  indefinitely  postponed  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Freeman. 

Motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  whereby  was  passed 
the  order  to  reconsider  the  expediency  of  substitut- 
ing a  still  alarm  for  the  present  system.  The  recon- 
sideration was  refused. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Police  Commission  that  it 
would  be  inexpedient  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  In- 
spector of  Intelligence  Offices,  and  certain  other 
members  of  the  police  department.    Placed  on  file. 

Order  t  •  authorize  the  Committee  on  Public  Li 
brary  to  consult  the  trustees  concerning  plans  for  a 
new  library  building  to  be  erected  on  the  corner  of 
Dartmouth  and  Boylston  streets.  Specially  assigned 
to  the  next  meeting  at  8.30  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Whitmore. 

Reference  to  a  joint  special  committee  of  the  peti- 
tion of  Samuel  Little  and  others,  that  Charles  H. 
Dennie.  and  bis  bonds  be  not  liable  for  the  defalca- 
tion of  John  A.  Woodward.  Indefinitely  postponed 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Hart,  of  Ward  18. 

REPORTS  TO  BE  CALLED  FOR. 

Mr.  Freeman  gave  notice  that  he  should  call  for  a 
report  from  the  committee  appointed  to  investigate 
the  care  of  plants. 

Mr.  Means  gave  notice  that  he  should  call  for  a  re- 
port from  the  Committee  on  Common  on  the  exten- 
sion of  Orchard  Park. 

SALARIES  TO    BE  FIXED  BY  JOINT  ORDER. 

The  Council  next  took  up  the  remaining  paper 
from  the  other  branch,  viz. : 

Report  and  orders  establishing  the  salaries  of  the 
Harbor  Master  and  other  officers  whose  salaries  can- 
no  oe  fixed  by  ordinance;  and  requesting  the  City 
Treasurer  to  accept  the  office  of  Treasurer  of  the 
Sinking  Funds. 

Mr.  Parkman  moved  to  specially  assign  to  the  next 
mteting. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  understand  this  has  been  passed 
by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  I  think  we  better 
concur  for  once  and  settle  up  somethiug.  The  sala- 
ries are  very  few  in  number, and  the  inci  ease,  if  any, 
must  be  small.  We  have  so  many  things  hung  up 
that  I  think  it  will  be  a  proper  thing  to  do  for  once 
to  settle  it.  It  is  only  an  order  for  this  year,  and  it 
can  be  amende!  at  any  time  in  the  future.  I  move 
to  concur  in  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  lJarkman— I  did  not  make  the  motion  to  as- 
sign with  a  view  of  concurring  or  nonconcuring, 
but  because  I  think  other  members  of  the  Council, 
as  well  as  myself,  do  not  understand  the  mat:er.  1 
did  it  merely  that  we  mi_>ht  see  the  salaries  in  print 
and  know  what  we  are  talking  about,  ar.d  not  rush 
things  through. 

Mr.  Whitmore — This  order  was  printed  in  full  in 
the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  I 
suppose  that  every  member  of  the  Common  Council 
reads  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Wheeler  ot  Ward  10—1  hope  this  matter  will 
be  specially  assigned. 

Mr.  Connell  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

The  order  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meet- 
ing at  a  quarter  before  9  o'clock  P.  M.,  33  for,  14 
against. 
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.  ;  PETITION  PRESENTED. 
Mr.  Hilton,  of  Ward  5,  presented  the  petition  of 
A.  H.  Allen  for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
Rutherford  avenue,  near  Allen  street,  Ward  4.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings. 

THE  DELAYS  AT    THE  DOVER-STREET  R.  R.  CROSS- 
ING. 

Mr.  Welch,  of  Ward  7,  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Police,  on  the  order  for  the 
Police  Commissioners  to  enforce  the  provisions  of 
chap.  372,  sec.  129,  acts  1874,  at  the  Dover-street 
crossing  of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad,  that  measures 
have  been  taken  to  prevent  any  unnecessary  delav 
or  inconvenience  to  the  public  at  the  crossing  in 
question,  and  no  further  action  is  necessary  on  the 
part  of  the  City  Council  at  the  present  time.  Ac- 
cepted.   Sent  up. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Freeman,  of  Ward  10,  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Bernard 
Lennon,  to  be  compensated  for  damages  to  his  eetate 
on  Orange  court,  by  raising  the  grade  of  Northamp- 
ton street  district.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Report  on  petition  of  Jonathan  Cottle,  recommend- 
ing  the  passage  of  an  order— That  his  Honor  the  May- 
or be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  execute  an  in- 
strument, satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  whereby 
the  city  shall  declare,  so  far  as  it  maj  lawfully  do  so 


without  affecting  the  legal  or  equitable  rights  of 
third  parlies  holding  title  under  them,  that  tne  con- 
ditions set  forth  in  deeds  from  the  City  of  Boston  to 
Jonathan  Cottle,  dated  April  7,.  1871,  and  recorded 
with  Suffolk  Deeds,  book  1017,   page  31,  book  1048. 

Slge  9,  and  book  1047,  page  33,  aud  from  said  City  of 
oston  to  Hharn  Johnson,  da'ed  June  14,  1871,  and 
recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  book  1056,  page  318, 
In  so  much  as  the  last-named  deed  relates  to  a  strip 
of  land  7  51-100  of  a  foot  wide  next  west  of  and  ad- 
joining the  premises  held  by  said  Cottle  under  the 
three  first  above-mentioned  deeds,  shall  be  regarded 
and  considered  by  the  city  as  restrictions  merely, 
and  that  it  will  not  claim  any  forfeiture  of  the  land 
described  in  said  deeds  to  Cottle  or  of  the  portion  of 
the  land  above  described  as  conveyed  to  Johnson  by 
reason  of  any  breach  of  the  said  condition*. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  inovel  to  specially  assign  the  order 
to  the  next  meeting  at  9V2  o'clock. 

Mr.  Freeman — There  is  no  reason  for  assigning 
this.  The  deed  was  given  to  him  with  conditions. 
We  have  to-night  passed  an  order  that  all  deeds  shall 
be  given  with  restrictions,  and  this  simply  changes 
the  deed  to  conform  to  the  ordnance  passed  to- 
night. 

Mr,  Rosnosky— It  is  a  pretty  long  order,  and  by 
reading  the  proceedings  I  think  the  members  will 
know  what  it  is. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost.  The  order  was 
passed. 

Adjourned  on  motion2of  Mr.  Brown,  and  stood  ad- 
journed until  29th  inst.,  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M. 


608 


BOARD     OF     ALDEBMEN 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

SEPTEMBER    19,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  pursuant  to  adjournment  at  4 
o'clock  P.  M.,  Aldennan  O'Brien,  Chairman,  presi- 
ding. 

JURORS  DBAW. 

Jurors  were  drawn  as  follows: 

38  traverse,  Oct.  term,  Superior  Civil  Court  (1st 
Session). 

38  traverse,  Superior  Civil  Court,  Second  Session. 

36  traverse,  Oct.  term,  Superior  Criminal  Court. 
PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction — Requests 
of  School  Committee  for  additional  accommodations 
for  Chestnut-avenue  Primary  school ;  that  the  can- 
didates for  School  Committee  be  voted  tor  on  separ- 
ate tickets  iron,  other  officers. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers — Caroline  E.  Skinner 
for  a  sewer  in  Alford  street,  Jamaica  Plain. 

S.  N.  Uiford  and  others  for  a  sewer  for  proper 
drainage  of  school  house,  at  corner  of  Thetford  ave. 
and  Evans  street,  Ward  24. 

Thos.  F.  Cloney  and  others  for  a  sewer  in  Dana 
street,  S.  B. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board — Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  fol- 
lows: 

Samuel  B.  Peirce,  new  brick,  20  horses,  Boston 
street,  near  Hamlet  street. 

T.  Callahan,  old  wooden,  1  horse,  Western  avenue, 
near  Everett  street. 

Fergus  Farrell,  new  wooden,  1  horse,  Byron 
street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving—  Highland  Street 
Railway  Co.,  for  temporary  location  on  West  Newton 
street  and  a  stand  on  Huntington  avenue. 

Barry  Sullivan,  for  brick  sidewalk  at  630-632  East 
Fourth  street,  S.  B. 

Mass.  Char.  Mechanic  Association,  for  leave  to 
stretch  a  transparency  across  Huntington  avenue, 
and  to  place  6  electric  light  posts  on  West  Newton 
street. 

A.  Pease  and  others,  that  the  sidewalk  be  removed 
from  upper  end  of  Highland  avenue  and  a  driveway 
constructed. 

Petitions  for  edge  stones  and  brick  sidewalks  in 
front  of  estates  of  Hosea  B.  Brown,  125  and  127  M 
street;  F.  J.  Morse,  on  Lamartine  street. 

Petition  for  edge  stones  in  front  of  estate  of  L.  L. 
C.  Fuller,  on  Delle  avenue. 

C.  F.  Clark  and  others,  that  th°,  cobble  stone  pave- 
ment in  Nashua  street,  and  in  Minot  street,  between 
Nashua  and  Lowell  streets,  be  covered  with  asphalt 
or  some  similar  pavemeiit. 

Chas.  A.  Powers  for  crossings  at  comer  of  Seventh 
and  C  Ktreets. 

American  Bell  Telephone  Co.  for  leave  to  erect 
poles  on  Exeter  street,  between  Beacon  street  and 
Huntington  avenue. 

John  McMulien  and  others,  that  the  B.  &  P.  R.  R. 
Co.  be  requested  to  lay  planks  within  their  rails  at 
Rogers  a7enue,  and  within  the  lines  of  the  easterly 
side  of  Ruggles  street;  also  to  remove  any  obstruc- 
tions already  placed  there,and  that  they  be  forbidden 
to  place  any  obstruction  on  said  avenue  which  will 
encroach  oa  the  owners  and  abutters  thereon. 

Petitions  tor  brick  sidewalks  iu  front  of  estates  of 
H.  O.  Roberts,  255  Commonwealth  ave.;  N.  B.  Mans- 
field, 253  Commonwealth  ave.;  John  Cronin,  2,  4 
and  6  B  street;  Bridget  Pope,  145  Havre  street;  S. 
H.  Whitwell,  corner  Marlborough  street  and  Com- 
monwealth ave. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the 
Board — Owners  of  wharves  on  Commercial  street, 
for  a  hearing  as  to  betterment  assessment  on  their 
property  for  the  widening  of  Commercial  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection 
of  Buildings — Boylston  Cordage  Company,  to  erect 
a  wooden  building  on  East  Sixth  street,  near  N 
street,  Ward  14:  Middlesex  Railroad  Company,  to 
erect  wooden  building  in  rear  of  609-629  Main  street, 
Ward  4;  F.  D.  Edwards,  to  erect  wooden  buildings 
on  Bremen  street,  corner  of  Putnam  street,  Ward  1; 
Boston  Sugar  Refinery  Company,  to  erect  wooden 
building  on  Lewis  street,  corner  of  Marginal  street, 
Ward  2;  A.  H.  Allen,  to  erect  wooden  building  on 
Rutherford  avenue,  near  Allen  street,  Ward  4;  Ellen 


Ryan,  to  erect  wooden  addition  to  building  on  Sara- 
toga street,  near  Winthrop  Junction,  Ward  1;  Spear, 
Gregory  &  Co.,  to  erect  a  wooden  addition  to 
building  on  West  Chester  park,  rear  of  and  near 
Boylston  street,  Ward  11. 

HEARINGS 
were  had  as  f  ol  lows : 

On  petitions  for  steam  engines  by  Chauncy  Rub- 
ber Co.,  14-16  Hamilton  street;  Walworth  Manufac- 
turing Co.,  at  corner  of  First  and  O  streets.  No  ob- 
jections. Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Steam  en- 
gines, 

On  petition  of  Cambridge  Railroad  Co.,  for  exten- 
sion of  their  location  in  Brighton.  No  objections. 
Recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

A  hearing  was  in  older  on  petition  of  South  Boston 
Railroad  Co.  for  double  tracks  in  Kneeland  street 
and  in  Lincoln  street. 

Alderman  Breck — I  understand  there  are  petitions 
in  from  the  Highland  and  Metropolitan  Railroads  to 
have  this  same  location,  and  I  would  move,  in  order 
to  save  time,  that  this  hearing  be  postponed  and  that 
we  hear  them  altogether. 

The  hearing  was  postponed  until  Monday  26th  inst. 

Judge  Soule  said  he  appeared  for  the  Boston  & 
Albany  Railroad  Co.,  to  state  their  position  in  the 
matter  at  the  proper  time. 

PAPERS  FROM    THE    COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Order  for  City  Clerk  to  prepare  and  cause  to  be 
printed  a  compilation  of  the  laws  relating  to  assess- 
ment and  registration  of  voters  and  the  conduct  of 
elections  in  this  city.    Passed  iu  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  to  consider  if  any  changes  in  the  ordinances 
relating  to  that  aepartment  are  expedient  in  relation 
to  erection  and  alterations  of  wooden  buildings  in 
the  building  limits.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  concerning 
the  Fire  Department.  (City  Doc.  No.  113).  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  concerning 
es  plosive  compounds.  (City  Doc.  No.  112).  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation 
to  the  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes.  (City  Doc. 
No.  114.)    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  (.Messrs. 
Freeman,  Williams  and  Fitzpatrick  to  be  joined)  to 
nominate  a  trustee  of  the  City  Hosphal,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Alderman 
Tucker.  (City  Doc.  "No.  115.)  Concurred,  and  Al- 
dermen Frost  and  Breck  were  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  board. 

Order  lor  a  transfer  ot  $2000  from  the  reserved 
fund,  for  the  abatement  of  a  nuisance  on  Norfolk 
avenue,  etc.    Passed  in  concurrence,  yeas  12,  nays  C. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Common,  etc.,  to  con- 
sider tbe  subject  of  enlarging  Orchard  Park  by  pur- 
chase of  adjacent  land.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Oruer  for  Committee  on  Police  to  coupler  the  sub- 
ject of  providing  better  accommodations  for  ;ue 
Harbor  Police.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  "no  further  action  required"  on  subject  of 
delays  at  Dover-street  crossing  nf  Old  Colony  R.  R. 
Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  "leave  to  withdraw"  on  petition  of  Bernard 
Lenuon  to  be  paid  for  change  of  grade  on  Orange 
court.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  consider  the  expediency  of  substituting 
still  tire  alarms  for  the  present  system.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Report  and  order  releasing  conditions  in  deeds  for 
property  owned  by  Jonathan  Cottle.  Order  passed 
in  concurrence. 

Salaries  of  City  Officers. 

The  salary  ordinance  (City  Doc.  108)  came  down 
concurred  in  ,with  an  amendment  striking  out  all 
salaries  in  dispute  betwe.n  the  two  branches.  The 
board  concurred. 

Ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  establishing  the 
salaries  of  the  city  officers,  by  which  the  salaries  in 
dispute  are  fixed  at  the  rates  heretofore  established 
by  the  Common  Council.  [Following  is  a  schedule 
of  such  salaries] : 

offices.  As  fixed  by  Com-   As  fixed  b.v 

mon  Council.        Aldermen. 

Mayor's  Clerk gl,800  82.000 

City  Clerk 4.000  4,500 

Clerk  of  Commitieees 3.000  3.500 

Assistant  Clerk  of  Committees...   1,500  1.600 

City  Treasurer 4.300  6.500 

As  Tieasiuer  of  Sinking  Funds      70U  1,000 

City  Collector 4,000  5,000 

City  Surveyor 3,100  3,500 

Water  Registrar 3,000  3,600 

Street  Commissioners' Clerk,....   1,800  2.000 

Inspector  of  Buildings'  Clerk. . . .   1,800  1.600 
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officer.             As  fixed  by  Com-  As  fixed  bj 

moil  Council.  Aldermen. 

One  Assistant  Inspector 1.350  1,500 

'In.  3,000  3,500 

city  I'lusic'iun 2,700  3.000 

ClR  Registrar 2,nG0  2,750 

i  in  Architect 2,600  3,300 

Supertliu-nilenl  o!   Sewers 3.000  3,500 

Superintendent  of  Printing..    ..  ::,00o  2,500 

Superintendent  of  Faueuil-Hal) 

rket 2.200  2,i00 

Dcpulv  S'.M'Criv.iciident  of   Fan- 

eull-HaU  Market 1,300  1,500 

superintendent  Public  Urounas .  2,200  3.000 

Onainnan  Board  of  Assessois —  3,200  4,000 

ary  Board  of  Assessors  ...   3,200  3,750 

Three  Principal  Assessors, eacli..  2,700  3,500 

Aldermen  Wlutteu— I  move  that  the  board  do  not 
concur  with  ihe  Council.  I  shall  move  that  commit- 
tee ol  conference  be  appointed  if  that  motion  pre- 
vails. 

Alderman  Viles  in  the  Chair. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  hope  that  motion  will  Dot  pre- 
vail, lor  I  don't  helieve  we  shall  get  a  committee  of 
conference  from  the  other  branch  to  come  anywhere 
near  us.  If  the  motion  to  non  concur  prevails  I 
shall  then  move  to  take  up  the  bill  item  by  item. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  believe  with  the  Alderman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  that  it  will  be  useless  for 
us  to  appoint  a  committee  of  conference.  The 
other  branch  of  the  City  Council  were  so  decided  on 
that  matter  at  tteir  last  meeting  that  I  do  not  think 
it  would  oe  right  for  us  to  force  a  committee  of 
conference  on  them,  or  attempt  it.  Vhile  1  am  up 
I  would  say  that  there  is  nothing  I  dislike  so  much 
as  to  make  a  personal  explanation,  and  X  regret  that 
1  am  compelled  to  make  one  to-day.  Councilman 
Hart,  lrom  Ward  W,  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  attacked  me  in  an  unwarrantable  and 
unjustifiable  manner.    [Reading]: 

•'How  did  it  come  about?  Because  we  did  not  elect 
Aloerman  O'Brien  Auditor.  If  Alderman  O'Brien 
had  been  elected  Auditor,  Mr.  Turner  could  have 
had  nine  thousand  dollars  salary." 

1  was  not  aware,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  had  such 
power  and  influence  in  the  City  Goverument.  I  was 
not  aware  that  my  record  showed  that  I  ever  advo- 
cated extravagant  salaries  or  that  I  was  an  advocate  of 
the  doubling  up  of  salaries.  Councilman  Hart  seems 
to  have  the  auditorship  on  the  brain.  I  look  upon  it 
a=  one  of  the  bygones — a  dead  issue.  T  don't  know 
anything  about  the  Auditor's  Department  now.  It 
the  present  Auditor  was  up  for  re-election  to-mor- 
row, I  should  be  hippy  to  vote  for  him.  But  it  ap- 
fears  to  have  disturbed  Councilman  Hart  greatly. 
t  is  true  that  some  months  ago  a  paragraph  ap- 
peared iu  the  papers  stating  that  Alderman  O'Brien 
was  a  very  competent  person  to  take  charge  of  the 
Auditor's  Department.  I  do  not  know  who  inspired 
that  item.  I  don't  Know  but  it  might  have  been  the 
partiality  of  some  ol  the  reporters  who  are  present, 
but  it  was  a  sort  of  inspiration  that  sent  iuto  my 
office  that  day  some  dozen  gentlemen  to  ask  me 
the  question,  Would  I  take  the  Auditor's  Depart- 
ment if  I  could  get  it  honorably  and  fairly  when 
there  was  a  vacancy?  As  quick  as  lightning,  with- 
out any  hesitation  whatever,  1  answered  yes,  to  one 
and  all  of  them.  And  why  should  not  I?  Why 
should  not  1?  The  Auditor's  Department  I  knew 
wa-  the  softest  place  in  the  City  Government.  There 
is  no  position  in  the  city  of  Boston  where  the  re- 
sponsibilities or  tile  duties  performed  are  so  well 
paid  for  as  are  those  of  the  Auditor.  I  was  astou- 
Wied  when  the  present  City  Treasurer  threw  up 
that  position,  because  lie  might  have  remained  there 
in  undisturbed  possession  tor  a  longtime.  I  would 
say,  Mr.  Cliairman,  that  the  Auditor's  office  is  ;,  by- 
gone for  me.  It  has  passed  and  gone,  and  is  a  dead 
feiter.  Councilman  Hart  makes  a  mistake  in  con- 
necting me  with  that  office.  I  look  higher.  I  own 
thai  lam  ambitious.  I  would  take  the  office  of 
irei  of  the  City  of  Boston,  give  a  bond  equal  to 
thai  given  by  Mr.  Turner  for  §150,000,  and  take  the 
office  for  $5000  a  year,  and  guarantee  to  forfeit  ever,* 
dollar  of  that  salary  if  I  could  not  regulate  that  office, 
and  put  such  restraints  upon  the  employees  that  not  a 
dollar  would  be  stolen  during  my  administration.  I 
am  ambitions,  Mr.  Chairman.  I  would  accept  the 
office  of  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston.  I  would  like  to 
be  a  Representative  in  Congress.  I  would  like  to 
he  a  Senator.  I  would  like  to  be — 1  was  going  to  say 
President)  but,  gentlemen,  there  is  a  bar  to  that:  and 
it  IS  a  bar  to  holding  any  prominent  offics  in  City 
Hall.  I  understand  that  Couuciluian  Hart  also  has  a 
little  ambition.  They  say  that  he  is  in  training  in 
the  other  branch  for  a  seat  in  this  board.  I  jumped 
i'jto  tbiS  position  without  any  training,  and  that  is 
the  reason  why  I  have  brought  so  much  freshness  aod 
originality  to  assist  me  in  the  performance  of  my 
work.     But  it  was    not  so  much  what  Couucilmau 


Hart  said,  as  the  way  he  said  it.  When  he  arose  and 
spoke  about  me  he  was  white  with  rage,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  a  member  of  the  Council.  He  was  vindic- 
tive iu  his  looks  and  acts.  I  have  tried  to  think,  Mr. 
Chairman,  what  I  have  done  to  bring  about  a  spite  of 
that  kind.  I  have  been  on  several  committees  with 
him.  I  have  never  exchanged  an  unkind  word  with 
him,  and  have  been  on  pleasant  terms  with  him,  and 
why  he  should  be  so  vindictive  towards  me  is  a  mat-' 
ter'l  cannot  understand.  As  I  said,  the  Auditor's 
office  is  a  dead  issue.  If  I  had  been  elected  to  that 
office  I  should  have  endeavored  to  prevent  men  who 
go  to  the  Common  Council  merely  for  the  purpose 
or  selling  merchandise  to  the  city  from  accomplish- 
ing that  purpose.  I  hope  the  present  incumbent  will 
turn  his  attention  to  that  matter,  and  just  block  the 
high-toned  men  who  go  in  for  a  seat  in  the  Council 
merely  to  sell  merchandise  to  the  city.  The  Council- 
man from  Ward  18  says: 

"We  have  opposed  to  Mr.  Turner  Alderman 
O'Brien's  friends,  and  Mr.  Dennie's  friends,  every 
one  of  them." 

That,  Mr.  Chairman,  means  a  combination.  Where 
is  the  combination?  It  was  a  spontaneous  outburst 
of  feeling  against  the  outrage  that  was  sought  to  be 
perpetrated  in  doubling  up  a  man's  salary.  That  was 
the  combination.  The  two  leading  spirits  in  the 
Council,  Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21,  and  Mr.  Gove  of 
Ward  1,  so  far  as  the  combination  existed  between 
Alderman  O'i'rien's  friends  and  them,  I  never  knew 
of.  I  never  knew  how  Mr.  Smith  was  going  to  sneak 
or  vote  or  act  upon  the  Treasurer's  salary  until  I  read 
his  able  remarks  in  the  papers.  It  would  have  been 
far  belter  for  Councilman  Hart  to  have  answered 
those  remarks  than  to  have  attempted  to  find  fault 
with  me.  Those  remarks  have  not  been  answered 
yet.  The  arguiueut  made  by  Councilman  Saii'h  of 
Ward  21  has  not  been  answered  in  the  Council. 
It  would  have  been  far  better  for  Councilman 
Hart  to  have  answered  that  argumejt  than 
to  have  attempted  to  ridicule  and  cast  a  stigma  upon 
me.  In  relation  to  Air.  Gove,  of  Ward  1,  I  am 
sorry  to  say  I  am  not  even  acquainted  with  him.  I 
have  never  had  any  communication  with  him.  I 
don't  know  him  by  sight.  But  I  have  been  an  atten- 
tive reader  of  his  remarks  iu  the  Council,  and  will 
say  that  for  ability,  talent  and  fearlessness  of  speech, 
he  has  not  his  equal  in  that  Council.  I  admire  the 
man,  although  I  sometimes  do  not  agree  with  him. 
East  Boston  does  herself  credit  in  sending  such  a 
man  to  the  Common  Council  who  is  not  afraid  to 
speak  out,  even  if  lie  has  to  tight  departments  in  the 
City  Government.  As  for  the  other  members  of  the 
Council,  I  have  never  uttered  one  word  with  any  of 
them  to  induce  them  to  vote  either  for  a  high  or  a 
low  salary  for  the  Treasurer.  No  wonder  those 
seventy  members  of  the  Couucil,  who  were  there, 
were  indignant  at  Mr.  Hart's  remarks.  They  knew 
that  all  his  insinuations  were  false,  because  there 
wasn't  one  of  thein  who  could  stand  up  and  say 
that  I  tried  in  the  least  to  influence  them  in  any 
way.  An  intimate  friend  of  mine,  a  member  of  the 
Council,  came  to  my  office  last  week  on  some  busi- 
ness outside  of  the  City  Council,  and  he  told  me  be- 
fore he  went  out  that  he  had  been  called  into  Mr. 
Turner's  office  and  requested  by  Turner  to  vote  for 
S7500  salary ;  that  he  had  pressed  him  to  do  it.  I 
will  bring  that  man  forward  and  ask  him  to  say 
while  he  was  in  inv  office  if  I  ever  asked  him  to  vote 
for  or  against  Mr.  Turner's  salary  of  §7500.  I  have 
never  tried  to  influence  a  single  Councilman,  and  I 
think  it  was  an  infamous  attempt  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Hart  to  identify  me  with  this  matter.  Mr.  Hart  is 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Treasury  on  the  part 
of  the  Common  Council.  I  suppose  he  feels  sore,  or 
possibly  may  feel  sore  —  it  is  certainly  the  only 
thing  by  which  I  can  account  for  his  vindictive- 
nes* —  that  sometimes  I  have  criticisel  the 
course  of  the  Treasury  Department,  as  1  have 
done  other  departments  of  the  City  Government. 
Mr.  Hart  may  possibly  think,  because  lie  has 
been  connected  with  the  Treasury  Department  for 
so  many  years,  that  nobody  has  a  right  to  say  any- 
thing about  that  department  without  consulting  Mr. 
Hart.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  believe  I  have  a  per- 
fect right  to  criticise  any  department  of  the  City 
Government.  When  a  man  like  Mr.  Hart,  a  mem- 
ber of  this  City  Government,  will  examine  the  ac- 
counts of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  say  that 
for  several  successive  years  he  has  found  them  cor- 
rect, before  he  criticises  uie  he  had  better  stand  up 
and  look  into  himself.  What  does  it  mean?  It  means 
that  one  man  has  been  sent  from  City  Hall  with  a 
stigma  on  his  name.  A  young  man  came  here  to  City 
Hall  25  years  ago  and  filled  various  positions.  JVo 
one  ever  said  a  word  against  his  integrity.  His  integ- 
rity was  unquestioned.  I  sympathize  with  Mi-.  Deu- 
nie;  and  is  it  for  thit  sympathy  that  Mr.  Hart  is  so 
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vindictive  towards  me?  He  ought  to  sympathize  with 
him.  If  the  late  Treasurer  had  not  a  man  like  Mr. 
Hart  who  had  examined  his  accounts  year  after  year 
and  found  them  correct  to  fall  back  upon,  he  might 
have  been  in  his  position  to-day.  But  no  man 
has  ever  been  treated  so  shabbily  in  City  Hall 
as  Mr.  Dennie,  the  late  City  Treasurer,  has  been 
treated.  Without  a  word  against  his  integrity  he  has 
been  driven  from  City  Hall  with  a  stigma  on  his 
name,  and  Mr,  Hart  is  to  a  great  extent  accountable 
for  it.  That  is  all  the  combination  I  have  with  Mr. 
Dennie  or  bis  friends.  I  sympathize  with  Mm,  end 
I  think  it  would  have  been  better  tor  Mr.  Hart,  after 
his  connection  with  the  Treasury  Department,  in- 
stead of  moving  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  petition 
of  distinguished  citizens  and  tax-payers,  who 
wanted  a  hearing  on  behalf  of  Mi.  Dennie,  to  have 
arisen  in  his  seat  in  the  Council  and  moved  for 
a  healing.  I  think  the  motion  for  indefinite 
postponement  ought  to  have  been  made  by  some 
othe  party  than  Mr.  Hart.  If  we  turn  to 
pages  196  and  325  ot  the  Auditor's  Report  for 
1878-9,  we  find  that  not  one  dollar  of  either  the 
treasury  or  sinking  fund  cash  was  deposited  in 
the  Mt.  Vernon  National  Bank.  That  was  the  year 
Mr.  H  art  made  his  appearance  in  City  Hall.  If  we 
turn  to  the  Auditor's  report  for  1879-80,  we  find  by 
looking  at  the  Treasurer's  record  of  deposits,  that 
there  was  in  the  Mt.  Vernon  Bank  (capital,  $200,- 
000,  Mr.  Hart,  President,)  #50,682.98.  The  work  of 
Mr.  Hart  begins  well.  He  not  only  does  bis  duty  as 
Councilman  of  the  City  of  Boston,  but  he  also  has  an 
eye  on  the  Mt.  VernonBank,  and  sees  that  that  insti- 
tution is  not  neglected.  If  we  turn  to  the  Auditor's 
report  for  1880-81,  we  find  deposited  in  the  Mt.  Ver- 
non Bank,  Treasury  cash,  $50,498.53,  Sinking  B'und 
cash,  $50,000,  making  $100,498.53  deposited  in  the 
Mt.  Vernon  Bank,  capital  $200,000.  Mr.  Councilman 
Hart,  President.  The  work  goes  bravely  on.  Mr,  Hart 
performs  his  duty  not  only  to  the  City  of  Boston,  but 
he  keeps  an  eye  on  the  Ml.  Vernon  Bank,  and  year 
after  year  the  city  deposits  in  that  institution  are  in- 
creasing. I  do  not  blame  Mr.  Hart  for  thinking  he 
owns  the  Treasury  Department.  If  he  keeps  on  in 
City  Hall  many  years  longer  he  will  have  the  largest 
portion  of  the  city's  deposits,  if  they  go  on  increasing 
year  after  year,  at  the  rate  of  $50,000  per  year, 
i  do  not  suppose  the  Aldermen  know  much 
about  that  business;  they  never  borrow  money,  but 
do  they  know  what  money  is  worth  to-day?  cash 
bank  balances,  7  to  8  per  cent.,  loans  on  call,  6  to  7 
per  cent.,  general  discounts,  5  to  6  per  cent.  The 
money  of  the  City  of  Boston  is  loaned  at  2y2  per 
cent.  There  is  a  clear  gain  of  3  to  4  per  cent,  for  the 
Mt.  Vernon  Bank,  Mr.  Councilman  Hart,  President. 
Mr.  Chairman,  1  say  as  I  did  when  I  aros»,  that  there 
is  nothing  more  disagreeable  to  me  than  to  make  a 
personal  explanation;  but  I  never  will  be  arraigned 
as  Mr.  Hart  has  arraigned  me,  without  defending 
myself.  Now,  he  may  load  all  his  heavy  guns  and 
fire  away.  So  far  he  has  fired  nothing  but  blank 
cartridges,  and  the  concussion  has  always  knocked 
him  and  his  confederates  down.  And  that  is  all  I 
have  to  say  about  Mr.  Councilman  Hart. 

Aldermtn  Whitten— I  don't  know  as  I  am  called 
to  defend  Mr.  Hart  at  all,  for  I  suppose  he  can  take 
care  of  himself.  But  in  looking  over  the  names  of 
the  directors  of  the  Mt.  Vernon  National  Bank  I 
find  names  of  a  gread  deal  of  prominence,  and  some 
of  the  rest  of  them  must  have  been  able  to  assist  in 
this  matter.  But  I  don't  know  as  it  makes  any  dif- 
ference where  the  city's  money  is  deposited.  In  re- 
gard to  the  rates  to-day,  the  Alderman  knows  it  is 
an  exceptional  case,  arid  will  last  but  a  short  time; 
that  while  the  banks  are  paying  large  rates  of  inter- 
est to  one  another  temporarily,  at  the  same  time  first- 
class  business  paper  passes  for  nearly  one-hulf  what 
the  banks  pay  each  other.  It  is  only  a  temporary 
matter,  but  it  has  lasted  longer  than  any  one  expect- 
ed. If  any  one  will  look  at  the  list  of  directors  of 
the  Mt.  Vernon  Bank  he  will  find  gentlemeD  much 
higher  in  the  City  Government  than  Mr.  Hart  is. 
But  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  this  matter.  I  will 
not  read  their  names.  [  still  think  the  proposi- 
tion I  made  to  nonconcur  with  the  Council  and  drop 
this  crimination  in  debate,  and  see  if  we  cannot  agree 
upon  something,  is  a  mnch  better  wsy  to  arrange  it. 
We  cannot  probably  apree  upon  all  of  the  salaries, 
but  I  think  it  much  better  to  agree  upon  some  than 
to  be  passing  them  lack  and  forth  in  this  way.  When 
gentlemen  sit  down  and  talk  over  a  matter  they  can 
understand  it  much  better  and  act  better  than  they 
can  in  this  way. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  merely  want  to  call  atten- 
tion to  one  fact.  City  Collector,  $4000.  We  voted 
the  City  Collector  $5000.  If  we  take  the  salary  of 
the  City  Collector  at  $4000,  giving  bonds  1  or  $75,000 
to  the  city,  and  performing  arduous  duties,  it  would 


make  the  Treasurer's  salary,  on  the  same  oasis,  to  be 
equal  to  $4780.  Now  will  any  Alderman  stand  up 
here  and  say  that  the  work  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment is  greater  than  in  the  Collector's  Department? 
If  he  knows  anything  about  the  work  in  the  Collector's 
Department  be  will  know  immediately  that  it  is  far 
more  arduous,  and  tbe  responsibility  is  as  great  as 
in  tbe  Treasury  Department.  We  have  voted  our 
Collector  $4000— that  is,  the  Common  Council  have 
voted  nini  that  salary.  On  the  same  basis,  allowing 
that  the  Treasurer  gives  $75,000  more  bonds,  the 

fuarantee  for  $75,000  more  would  be  worth  only 
750  more.  That  would  make  our  Treasurer  s  and 
our  Collector's  salarv  on  an  equality,  one  $4000  and 
the  other  $4750.  If 'we  vote  the  Collector  $4500,  it 
would  make  our  Treasurer's  salary  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple $5250.  If  we  vote  tne  Collector  $5000,  it  would 
make  the  Treasurer's  salary  only  $5750.  That  illus- 
tration will  show  the  inconsistency  of  this  board  in 
adhering  to  their  present  high  salary  for  ih»  Treasu- 
rer. I  will  say  another  thing  while  I  am  up:  I 
believe  there  is  no  officer  iu  City  Hall  who 
performs  his  duties  more  faithfully  than  tbe  Col- 
lector of  the  City  of  Boston.  1  believe  he  ought 
to  have  SJ4500  or  $5000  salary.  But  at  the  same 
time  I  will  say  that  department,  is  the  most  partisan 
department  in  City  Hall.  It  would  be  a  great  relief 
to  me — it  would  relieve  me  of  a  great  deal  of  annoy- 
ance—if there  was  a  label  over  the  front  of  that  de- 
partment— "No  one  employed  here  unless  they  are 
straight  Republicans.''  I  -ay  it  has  put  me  to  a 
great  deal  of  annoyance  this  year,  and  I  have  uo 
doubt  it  has  put  other  Aldermen  in  tbe  same  posi- 
tion. But  I  will  do  the  Collector  the  justice  to  say 
that  he  attends  faithfully  to  the  oerformance  ot  bis 
duty. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  don't  think  we  shall  get  any 
nearer  a  fncus  by  talking  here  a  week  than  we  are 
now.  This  is  the  same  thing  over  and  over  again, 
that  we  get  eveiy  time  this  subject  comes  up.  I 
think  the  better  way  is  to  appoint  a  committee  of 
conference  and  agree  upon  what  salaries  we  can, 
because  there  are  many,  salaries  that  the  Alderman 
himself  has  voted  for  and  agreed  to.  I  cannot  see  why 
we  cannot  have  a  committee  of  conference  and  agree 
upon  those  salaries  and  get  them  out  of  the  way, 
and  then  we  shall  not  have  so  man?  marks  to  tire  at.  I 
think  the  Aiderman  voted  it  the  last  meeting  to  give 
the  City  Collector  $5000,  but  still  insists  that  the 
Treasurer  shall  not  have  more.  I  think  it  is  the  best 
way  to  stop  this  personal  debate,  and  try  to  arrange 
what  salaries  we  can,  and  then  if  we  cannot  agree 
we  can  fight  it  out. 

The  board  refused  to  concur  with  the  Council. 

Alderman  Whitten  moved  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  of  three  on  the  part  of  the  board  to  con- 
fer with  a  committee  of  rive  from  the  other  branch. 

Alderman  Caldwell — I  move  to  amend  so  that  there 
shall  be  seven  from  this  board. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  am  perfectly  willing  to  ac- 
cept the  amendment. 

The  Chair — There  is  no  difference  between  the  two 
branches.    The  ordinance  has  been  killed. 

Alderman  Whitten — Will  a  motion  lie  in  order 
now  that  a  committee  of  conference  be  appointed  to 
confer  with  a  committee  from  the  Common  Council, 
to  see  if  we  cannot  agree  upon  some  plan? 

Alderman  Hersey — In  order tliatwe may  havesome- 
thing  to  confer  about,  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  we  refused  to  concur  in  the  passage  of  the 
ordinance,  and  after  that  I  will  move  to  lay  the  ordi- 
nance upon  the  table. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed,  and  Alderman  Her- 
sey moved  to  lay  the  ordinance  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Curtis  askeo  for  an  explanation. 

Alderman  Hersey — My  idea  is  that  we  had  better 
appoint  a  committee  of  conference.  I  do  not  see 
that  we  get  any  nearer  agreement  by  the  Council 
passing  one  ordinance  and  this  board  passing  au- 
other.  We  may  continue  that  ell  summer.  The  only 
way  to  reach  a  conclusion,  it  seems  to  me,  is  through 
a  committee.  For  that  reason  1  moved  to  lay  upon 
the  table,  so  that  the  committee  may  have  something 
to  confer  about. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  hope  there  will  be  no 
committee  of  conference,  but  that  we  shall  take  this 
question  up  and  complete  it.  It  has  been  charged 
that  the  other  chamber  are  very  decided  as  to  what 
they  will  do  and  will  not  do.  Now,  the  idea  of  this 
board  appointing  a  committee  of  conference,  when 
it  stands  eight  to  four,  absolutely  committed  in  an- 
other direction.  It  is  simply  making  a  waste  ot  time 
and  accomplishing  nothing.  We  have  agreed 
with  the  other  chamber  on  a  number  of 
salaries,  and  I  see  no  reason  why  we  cannot 
agree  to-day  with  every  one  on  the  list,  except  per- 
haps the  Treasurer's.  If  this  board  will  not  concur 
with  the  Council  on  the  Treasurer's  salary,  I  am  just 
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as  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  Council  will  not 
agree  with  us.  But  lor  the  sake  of  the  Treasurer's 
salary  is  no  reason  why  a  dozen  or  mare  salaries 
should  remain  unfixed.  Let  us  take  these  up  one  by 
one  and  discuss  them.  I  think  we  can  agree  wifh 
the  Council  on  almost  evpry  other  salary  except  the 
Treasurer's,  and  what  we  will  not  agree  with  them  in 
I  think  they  will  come  to  us,  if  we  act  in  a  reasona- 
ble spirit.  I  think  it  is  foolish  to  appoint  a  commit- 
tee of  confe.ence,  for  we  are  ?s  wide  apart  as  we 
can  be.  Let  us  dispose  of  these  salaries  first  that  we 
can  agree  upon,  and  then  if  we  are  going  to  have  a 
deadlock  on  the  Treasurer's  salary,  let  it  lay  over 
for  the  next  City  Government. 

Alderman  Caldwell — What  is  the  question  before 
the  hoard?  Is  there  anything  before  us  that  we  can 
appoint  a  committee  of  conference  on,  as  the  ques- 
tion stands? 

The  Chair— The  question  now  is  upon  the  passage 
of  the  ordinance. 

Alderman  Slade — I  suppose  a  vote  that  we  insert 
the  salaries  as  fixed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  would 
put  this  in  a  position  whereby  a  committee  of  c  (in- 
ference could  be  appointed.  Unless  we  do  I  do  not 
see  as  we  can  have  anything  more  to  do  about  it.  I 
will  move,  anticipating  the  committee  of  conference 
will  be  raised,  that  we  insert  the  salaries  fixed  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  instead  of  those  fixed  by  the 
Common  Council. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Slade  was  adopted,  and 
the  ordinance  as  amended  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  now  move  that  a  committee 
of  conference;  consisting  of  seven  from  this  board, 
be  apnointed.  In  answer  to  Alderman  Haldeman,  I 
believe  he  has  moved  somewhat  in  railroad  circles, 
and  I  belipve  it  is  generally  usual,  when  railroad 
companies  fall  out,  for  them  to  meet  together  and 
see  if  they  cannot  agree  upon  some  terms  whereby 
they  can  run  their  roads  in  unison.  That  is  cus- 
tomary in  all  kinds  of  business.  When  two  men  dis- 
agree, instead  of  standing  apart,  they  or  their  friends 
get  together  and  see  if  they  cannot  harmonize.  I 
think  this  committee  can  aiiree  upon  some  things,  if 
not  on  a  general  plan. 

The  motion  for  a  committee  of  conference  was 
adopted.  Alderman  Whitten  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, honing  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  Chair. 

The  Chairman  appointed  Aldermen  Whitten,  Fros', 
Hersey,  Slade,  Viles,  Tucker  and  Breck  on  the  com- 
mittee of  conference. 

The  Chairman— I  believe  the  Chair  has  appointed 
the  roost  positive  advocates  of  the  views  of  the  hoaid 
on  this  subject. 

Sent  down. 

THE    CHARGES    AGAINST    THE    CITY   TREASDBEB. 

An  order  came  up  for  appointment  of  a  special 
committee  (Messrs.  Beal,  Wlntmore,  Curomings, 
Ford  and  Barry  to  be  joined)  to  investigate  certain 
charges  and  allegations  against  the  present  City 
Treasurer. 

Alderman  Slade— I  believe  there  are  no  specific 
charges  upou  our  des.';s  in  regard  to  this  matter.  The 
committee  will  have  to  hunt  around  and  find  where 
these  charges  have  come  from,  and  who  has  made 
them.  I  do  not  really  believe  that  is  the  way  to  cto 
business.  When  any  party  comes  before  this  board 
or  the  other  branch,  and  makes  specific  charges  in 
writing,  and  puts  his  name  to  it,  then  I  think  will  be 
the  time  to  act  But  there  are  no  charges  here;  we 
have  only  words  spoken  at  random  by  members  01 
the  two  brauches  at  times  in  the  heat  of  debate,  and 
for  that  reason  I  move  that  the  order  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

Alderman  Viles  in  the  Chair. 

Alderman  Curtis— Mr.  Chairman,  1  do  not  know 
about  that  motion.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Turner  have 
asked  for  a  committee  of  investigation.  The  other 
side  ate  willing  that  they  should  have  a  committee 
of  investigation.  IS'ow  1  don't  think  it  would  be 
treating  Mr.  Turner  exactly  right,  after  such  charges 
have  been  made  in  the  ether  branch  in  relation  to 
some  little  misdemeanors,  or  something  of  that  kind, 
to  indefinitely  postpone  that  order  by  this  board.  As 
-Mr.  Turner  has  been  the  subject  of  debate  in  the 
other  board,  I  want  to  have  an  investigation  to  the 
fullest  extent.  If  he  stands  clear,  as  nas  been  stated 
iu  the  other  board  by  one  said  that  he  does,  why  then 
Mr.  Turner  will  not  be  hurt.  If  the  charges  which 
have  been  made  iu  the  other  branch  are  nottiue, 
then  1  want  to  liave  an  investigation  to  see  that 
tin-  men  who  have  made  those  charges  are  more 
careful  in  the  future  about  making  charges  against 
a  man  who  stands  high  in  City  Hall,  when  they 
cannot  sustain  them.  The  old  adage  is  that  a  man 
who  lives  in  a  glass  house  should  not  throw  stones 
If  those  men  have  made  false  charges,  I  want  to  see 


them  brought  up.  I  do  not  want  them  to  escape. 
Nor  do  I  want  this  board  to  indefinitely  postpone 
tiiat  investigation  when  the  friends  of  Mr.  Turner 
in  the  other  branch  demand  that  he  shall  have  a 
hearing.  If  Mr.  Turner's  friends  demand  it,  it  is 
right  and  proper  that  this  board  should  concur  with 
the  Council  in  ordering  the  investigation.  I  hope 
the  moMon  to  indefinitely  postpone  will  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Slade— While  I  do  not  object  at  all  to 
an  investigation  in  this  matter,  I  want  somebody  to 
prefer  charges  and  put  his  name  to  them  and  stand 
by  them.  You  will  find  that  those  men  who  have 
made  the  charges  will  say  that  they  heard  so  and  so 
has  been  reported.  Nobody  is  responsible  for  the 
charges.  When  anybody  will  make  the  charges  against 
any  members  of  the  City  Government,  or  any  person 
employed  by  the  city,  and  put  his  name  to  it,  I  shall 
not  say  a  word  against  the  investigation.  But  I  do 
tot  see  how  you  can  hold  a  single  person  responsi- 
ble for  ai,y  charges  made  against  Mr.  Turner. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  agree  with  the  Alderman 
from  the  Highland?,  that  as  Mr.  Turner's  friends 
have  asked  for  this  investigation,  it  will  be  nothing 
but  courteous  on  our  part  to  grant  the  request.  I 
agree  with  the  Alderman  opposite  that  investigations 
rarely  amount  to  anything.  All  kinds  of  stories  are 
in  circulation  in  relation  to  this  matter.  I  know  the 
Councilman  who  came  into  my  office  and  said  that 
Mr.  Turner  importuned  him  to  vote  for  $7500  is  tbe 
man  to  come  before  the  c  mmittee  and  state 
that  fact.  But  tuere  is  a  great  deal  of  philos- 
ophy about  this  business.  I  have  been  amused 
at  several  things  I  have  heard.  I  understood 
that  several  votes  were  changed  at  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Council,  and  that  notes  had  been  sent  to  several 
persons  to  vote  for  $7500  for  the  Treasurer's  salary. 
It  will  be  our  turn  not.  It  will  be  a  nice  position 
for  one  of  our  trends  by  and  by.  Vote  for  it.  I  un- 
derstood that  other  notes  had  been  received  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  from  high  officials  in  the  City 
Government,  and  they  were  afraid  to  do  otherwise 
than  vote  for  5*7500.  Those  are  the  stories  in  circu- 
lation. An  investigating  committee  would  prove 
their  truth  or  falsity. 

Alderman  Whitten — Will  the  Aldern-an  allow  me 
to  ask  him  a  question?  I  don't  know  the  specific 
charges  in  that  order;  will  these  matters  come  under 
them? 

Alderman  O'Brien — That  Mr.  Turner  used  undue 
influence  to  keep  his  salary  up  to  $7500.  Since  I 
have  been  here  invest  igations  have  not  amounted  to 
anything.  As  a  general  thing  men  have  been 
absent  or  out  of  the  way,  or  some  other  thing 
has  happened  when  an  investigation  has  oc- 
curred. Hut  as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  when  Mr  Tur- 
ner's friends  ask  for  one,  it  appears  to  me  we  ought 
to  gran  tit.    That  is  the  reason  I  shall  vote  for  it. 

Alderman  Tucker — The  matters  referred  to  by  the 
Alderman  1  suppose  do  not  come  under  the  charges 
at  all.  I  supposed  it  was  in  relation  to  a  charge  that 
the  Auditor  had  been  taking  money  which  did  not 
belong  to  him.  I  think  these  matters  referred  to  do 
not  come  under  the  order  at  all. 

At  the  request  of  Alderman  O'Brien  the  Chair 
read  the  order. 

Alderman  Slade— There  is  no  name  attached  to 
that. 

Alderman  Whitten— The  only  objection  I  have  is 
tbe  expense  that  the  city  will  be  put  to.  I  don't 
know  how  much  it  will  be,  but  it  will  probably  be  a 
large  sum,  and  whether  it  is  worth  the  expense  I  do 
not  know.  I  should  vote  against  it  for  that  reason, 
if  for  no  other;  though  I  don't  know  but  I  shall  vote 
for  it. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  am  very  much  surprised 
to  see  an  objection  to  that  investigation  come  from 
the  source  which  it  does.  I  had  hoped  myself  to 
make  a  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone,  because  the 
subject  is  not  worth  the  trouble  and  expense.  I 
thinK  it  was  brought  about  by  the  heat  of  debate  in 
the  other  chamber,  and  that  Mr.  Turner's  friends 
have  got  beyond  their  depth  and  are  now  floundering 
about.  I  am  opposed  to  this  investigation  because,as  I 
said,  it  is  not  worth  it.  I  do  not  believe  Mr.  Turner 
to  be  dishonest  or  unfaithful  in  the  performance  of 
his  duiies,  according  to  his  lights.  I  do 
not  believe  the  distribution  of  unappropriated  bal- 
ances opens  the  door  to  charges.  I  have  no  doubt 
Mr.  Turner  din  so,  and  I  t'-ink  he  claims  the  right  of 
doing  as  he  chooses.  Mr.  Turner  for  years  has  been 
the  City  Government.  He  would  noc  come  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  ask  for  an  order  to  cover 
the  legality  of  a  distribution  of  that  kind.  He  is 
above  the  Board  of  Alderman.  As  I  have  stated 
here  before,  the  official  nose  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men is  between  his  thumb  and  finger  It  is  his  dic- 
tation and  dictatorial  spirit  that  leads  him  to  do  as 
he  pleases.     He  meant   no   wrong  in  distributing 
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§150  among  his  clerks.  He  did  not  do  it  in  the 
spirit  .f  peculation,  hut  simply  because  he  chose 
to  do  so.  As  to  the  charge  of  buttonholing 
members  of  the  City  Government,  and  using 
bis  official  influence  tor  the  sake  of  obtaining 
their  votes,  there  is  no  Jaw  agaiijst  it.  It  is  not  a 
subject  for  a  charge.  It  is  a  question  of  taste.  I 
wouldn't  do  it;  neither  would  you.  Mr.  Turner  is 
another  man,  jnd  he  does  as  he  pleases.  It  is  simply 
a  matter  of  judgment  and  taste.  It  is  nothing  to 
base  a  charge  upon.  So  when  his  friends  come  uid 
demand  an  investigation  I  think  it  is  about  time  for 
the  other  sicleto  say  no,  we  want  no  investigation; 
we  make  no  charges  against  Mr.  Turner,  particu- 
larly in  this  board.  In  son-e  flippant  remarks,  I  have 
made  charges  about  hero-worship.  I  was  turned  up- 
on with  a  great  deal  of  severity,  and  it  was  said 
there  was  no  hero-worship  here.  I  made  no  reply  to 
it,  because  I  didn't  think  it  worth  agitating.  But  as 
this  question  is  up  again,  I  would  repeat  that  the 
City  Government  is  given  to  hero-worshipping.  I 
mean  to  say  that  Mr.  Turner  has  been  the  idol  of  the 
City  Government  for  many  years,andlike  every  false 
idol  he  is  rilled  with  sawdust,  ard  it  is  about  time  that 
that  sawdust  was  let  out.  Now,  let  us  go  back  and  see, 
so  far  as  the  City  Government  is  concerned.  In  1861 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts  received  a  salary  of 
§2500.  I  have  no  doubt  his  duties  were  as  great 
thenastbey  are  to-day.  In  1865-C6  the  salary  got  up  to 
$3000,  in  1870-1,  $4500;  in  1870-7— flush  times— it  had 
got  up  to  $6000,  and  weDt  back  to  $5000  in  1880-1. 
In  1879  there  was  a  slight  perquisite  slipped  in  of 
$800  for  being  Auditor  of  County  Accounts.  Now  I 
hold  that  it  was  not  the  duties  of  the  Auditor  which 
brought  about  this  steady  increase  of  salary,  but  it 
was  the  man  who  filled  the  position,  who  was  re- 
warded because  it  was  the  man  and  not  because  of 
the  othee.  I  claim  that  we  have  paid  more  money  to 
the  City  Auditor  than  he  was  worth;  not  that  he 
might  not  have  been  a  very  valuable  moil,  but 
it  "so  happened  there  was  nothing  important 
for  the  Auditor  to  do.  The  large  disbursing 
officers  were  kept  out  of  this  officer's  hands;  so 
it  was  that  for  years  peculation  was  going  on  in  the 
Treasury  Department,  accounts  were  being  falsified, 
the  Committee  on  the  Treusury  apparently  examined 
the  accounts  and  found  them  all  right,  but  there  was 
no  expert  there.no  Auditor  there.  You  will  finn 
that  the  City  Auditor  has  shirked  all  the  responsi- 
bilities which  should  have  been  attached  to  his  office. 
I  say  he  shirked ,  because  be  was  the  spirit  of  everv 
ordinance  passed  for  years  relating  to  the  Financial 
Department.  He  could  have  had  just  what  he  wanted 
in  the  wholeCity  Government.  If  he  had  drawn  a  line 
covering  the  Financial  Department,  stating  what  an 
auditor  should  do,  the  ordinance  would  have  been 
passed  to  suit  him.  It  was  not  done,  the  responsi- 
bility was  shirked,  and  to-day  we  have  an  Auditor  of 
the  City  of  Boston  who  does  not  audit,  When 
I  say  that,  I  refer  to  accounts  of  value  and  import- 
ance. I  stand  here  and  continue  to  say  that  the 
City  of  Boston  should  have  an  Auditor  who  should 
have  charge  of  every  disbursing  officer  connected 
with  the  City  Government.  He  should  know  where 
the  funds  are,  and  know  whether  they  meant  funds 
or  fiction.  "Where  are  we  to-day?  Our  auditorship 
is  nothing  but  a  bastardy.  The  Auditor  of  Accounts 
is  nothing  but  an  officer' to  audit  bills  over  at  Par- 
ker's, see  whether  there  is  a  vote  by  a  committee  to 
take  an  officer  or  guest  with  them,  and  whether  there 
is  an  appropriation  to  cover  the  bill.  Now,  sir,  this 
vacancy  in  the  Treasury  Department  was  brought 
about  by  a  very  loose  system  of  doing  the  business  of 
the  City  of  Boston.  I  claim  that  Mr.  Dennie  is  enti- 
tled to  the  sympathy  of  every  man;  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Auditing  Department  to  see  that 
Mr.  Dennie  and  his  bondsmen  were  protected. 
It  is  very  doubtful  to-day  whether  the  City 
of  Boston  will  be  able  to  collect  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  Treasury  accounts,  just  because 
of  our  own  acts,  and  in  violating  what  the  Trea- 
surer and  his  bondsmen  had  a  right  to  rely  upon. 
Now  the  next  step  was,  the  friends  of"  Mr.  Turner 
insisted  that  he  should  be  elected  Treasurer.  Who' 
it  originated  with  I  do  not  know,  but  it  was  very 
soon  brought  about  by  the  knowing  ones  that  there 
was  but  one  man  to  be  Treasurer,  and  he  was  Alfred 
T.  Turner,  and  that  he  should  absorb  the  financial 
tlepartmant,  dispense  with  the  City  Collector,  and  his 
salary  should  be  fixed  at  ,$10,000.  There  was  no  other 
man  in  Boston  able  to  have  a  ten  thousand  dollar  posi- 
tion, and  he  was  just  the  man.  He  was  allowed  to 
select  his  own  successor  as  Auditor,  so  that  if  that 
programme  was  carried  out,  Mr.  Turner  would  be  the 
entire  financial  department  of  the  City  Government. 
It  so  happened  that  the  movement  was  too  grout.  They 
overrated  themselves,  and  the  Committee  on  Sala- 
ries were  quite  willing  to  step  down  from  their  very 


high  grounds  and  report  a  salary  of  .$9000  only  for 
this  great  man,  and  $4000  for  the  City  Collector— less 
than  half.  The  thing  was  so  preposterous  that  they 
were  ashamed  of  it  themselves,  and.  when  the  pinch 
finally  came  they  were  willing  to  make  it  $7500,  and 
there  it  stands  to  the  last.  The  question  then  came 
up  here,  that  if  the  basis  of  the  .(treasurer's  salary 
was  $7500,  what  should  be  that  of  other  officers  who 
held  equally  responsible  positions,  were  just  as  great 
men  and  just  as  valuable  to  the  city'?'  The  conse- 
quence was  we  loaded  the  Salary  bill  so  heavily  it 
fell  through  from  its  own  weight.  In  the  other- 
branch  of  the  government,  there  was  less 
hero  worship;  they  measured  Mr.  Turner  more 
nearly  by  what  he  was  worth,  and  that 
is  where  the  issue  commenced.  We  in  this 
chamber  insist  upon  $7500  or  $8500 — or  on 
anything  else  that  is  high.  The  other  branch  is  per- 
haps on  the  other  extreme;  they  think  $5000  a  very 
large  salary  for  a  gentleman  without  capital,  when 
many  menwith  large  investments  do  not  realize  that 
amount  of  money.  We  are  very  wide  apart,  and  it 
is  purely  upon  that  one  man.  They  insist  upon  $5000, 
this  board  insists  upon  $7500.  The  difference  be- 
tween them  is  very  small  in  relation  to  the  other 
officers.  I  have  no  hope  that  we  can  get  rid  of  that.when 
the  committee  of  conference  have  the  matter  berore 
them,  as  the  committee  appointed  by  this  board  are 
the  same  hero-worshippers;  and  I  believe  the  oidy 
thin  5  (o  be  accomplished  will  be  the  killing  ot  time. 
It  is  possible  we  may  drag  this  thing  through  to  the 
end  of  the  year,  and  salaries  will  remain  about 
where  they  were  at  the  beginning  of  it,  and  Mr. 
Turner  will  most  probably  draw  Mr.  Dennie's  salary 
for  the  balance  of  the  year.  I  think  it  is  a  deadlock, 
and  that  the  action  of  this  board  has  confirmed  rt  and 
kept  it  there. 

Alderman  Wlritten — When  I  had  the  honor  to  be 
elected  to  this  board,  I  was  frequently  told  by  mem- 
bers that  a  horse  lailroad  hearing  was  the  very  worst 
thing  that  could  ever  befall  us.  But  we  have  i;ot 
something  now  that  is  very  much  worse.  It  does  not 
make  any  difference  what  topic  is  up  here,  it  all 
comes  around  to  Mr.  Turner.  It  reminds  me  of  the 
story  told  of  the  physician  who  tried  to  throw  all  his 
patients  into  fits,  because  he  was  death  orr  fits.  It  all 
comes  round  to  Alfred  T.  Turner.  Now  I  do  not  see 
the  sense  of  talking  about  him  all  the  time.  I  did 
not  know  he  was  such  a  great  man.  I  did 
not  know  he  had  control  of  the  City  Government 
all  these  years,  until  the  Alderman  told  me  about  it. 
It  must  have  been  a  pretty  weak  City  Government 
if  it  has  allowed  Mr.  Turner,  or  any  other  one  man, 
to  control  it.  New  in  regard  to  Mr.  Dermic.  Not  a 
member  of  this  board  believes  he  w»s  dishonest. 
Whatever  misfortunes  befel  him  are  due  only  to  his 
own  carelessness.  No  Treasury  Committee  could 
have  prevented  the  defalcation,  so  long  as  he  did  not 
attend  to  it  himself.  The  signiug  of  checks  in  blank 
was  something  the  committee  could  not  attend  to  and 
could  not  be  there  to  see.  I  do  not  want  to  say  any- 
thing against  Mr.  Denrie.  I  think  it  is  about  time  to 
stop  talking  about  Mr.  Turner,  and  fix  the  salary  of 
the  City  Ti  ea'urer.  It  was  the  universal  talk  alter 
the  defalcation  that  our  City  Treasurer  ought  to  have 
more  salary;  that  no  man  oujjht  to  be  asked  to  take 
the  City  Treasury  and  give  bonds  for  $150,000,  for 
the  salary  that  was  paid,  and  it  applied  to  Mr.  Den- 
nie as  much  as  any  other  mini. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  agree  with  the  Alderman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat  in  regard  to  Mr.  Dennie, 
but  I  am  prepared  to  say  that  had  it  been  Mr. 
Dennie's  salary  that  was  before  the  board,  he  would 
not  be  so  ready  to  vote  for  an  increase. 

Alderman  vVhitten — Do  I  understand  the  Alder- 
man to  say  that  I  would  not? 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  insist  that  you  would  not 
have  treated  Mr.  Dennie's  salary  the  same  as  you  do 
this. 

Alderman  Whitten — 1  would  under  the  same  cir- 
cumstances. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  still  insist  upon  it  that  it 
is  Mr.  Turnei's  salary  and  not  the  Treasurer's  sal- 
ary. Before  the  question  is  put  irpon  indefinite 
postponement,  there  is  another  reason  why  I  have 
spoken  as  I  have, — there  is  so  much  disposition  in 
this  board  to  summarily  dispose  of  matters  coming 
from  the  other  chamber  in  this  manner.  I  think  it 
is  getting  to  be  a  great  deal  of  a  disgrace  that  proper 
papers  coming  from  the  other  chamber  to  this  one  are 
laid  upou  the  table,  treated  with  contempt,  and  not 
given  the  consideration  which  they  should  have  as 
coining  from  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. The  alderman  who  objected  to  this  very 
order,  because  of  loose  allegations  and  absence 
of  specific  charges,  has  been  active  in  indefinitely 
postponing  matters.  I  claim  that  when  a  paper  comes 
from  the    other  chamber  in  an  official  manner,  it 
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la  worth  being  treated  with  courtesy  and 
due  consideration.  It  the  board  will  allow 
me,  I  should  like  to  read  an  extract  from  the 
remarks  of  one  of  the  members  of  the  Council  in 
the  last  debate: 

"Mr.  Means— 1  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  call  atten- 
tion to  a  phase  of  this  matter  which  it  seem-  must 
res~  I  ifrom  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  to  ask 
lor  conference  committee.  I  could  not  with  re- 
spect to  inyselt  or  with  rtspect  to  members  of  this 
Council  allow  the  vote  to  be  passed  without  doing 
so.  I  cannot  see  but  that  the  members  of  this  Coun- 
cil are  intelligent  men  whose  opinions  I  should  be 
pleased  to  seek,  whose  judgment  would  be  valuable 
to  me  or  to  any  man  regarding  the  affairs  of  the 
city.  I  have  not  heard  before  that  this  Council  was 
not  as  intelligent  a  body,  and  up  to  the  average  of 
Councils  whojiave been  here  for  \ears  past.  But  yet 
notwithstanding  all  this,  ruaDy  of  our  orders  which 
i ne  up  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have  been 
indefinitely  postponed  or  laid  upon  the  table.  I 
could  point  out  numbers  of  them— the  labor- 
ers pay,  order  upon  order  sent  up,  no  word  at 
all  sent  back,  not  even  common  courtesy;  3  our 
Old  State  House,  your  public  parks,  which  we  re- 
ferred to  various  committees,  was  laid  upon  the 
table,  and  disposed  of.  We  asked  for  a  committee 
of  conference  on  the  Old  Stafe  House;  they  granted 
us  one.  but  they  did  not  give  us  even  the  votes  of  the 
members  of  the  committee  of  conference.  The 
ouly  way  the  Old  State  House  order  went  through 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  was  by  the  wit  of  the  mem- 
ber from  Ward  12  to  conceal  the  object  of  the  order, 
and  the  Aldermen  didn't  know  until  after  they  got 
through  what  they  were  doing.  They  were  not 
smart  enough  to  wake  up  to  it.  If  you'look  at  the 
records  of  our  proceedings,  you  will  find  that  only 
as  late  as  July  28,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
asked  that  a  paper  I  e  sent  up  and  a  committee  of 
conference  be  appointed  upon  the  matter  of  water, 
and  on  Aug.  8th  that  eommunici'tion  was  placed  on 
file  by  the  other  branch.  Mr.  Cushiug,  inbis  Law  of 
Public  Assemblies, says  such  a  breach  of  courtesy  as  to 
refuse  a  committee  of  conference  is  unknown  in  any 
parliamentary  nody.  The  least  they  could  do  was  to 
grant  the  committee.  They  lefuseo  to  do  that.  Our 
orders  are  slighted,  and  when  we  make  concessions 
they  are  ignored.  I  am  sorry  for  it.  I  wish  it  were 
not  so.  After  being  treated  as  we  have  been,  1  see 
no  way  under  the  circumstances  but  to  move  along 
in  the  even  tenor  of  our  ways,  passing  Orders  as  they 
come  to  us,  doing  our  business  properly  and  rightly, 
but  asking  nothing  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  who 
have  turned  away  with  discourtesy  and  disrespect 
from  our  request  for  a  committee  of  conference,  for 
such  I  feel  was  their  action." 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  with  that  paper  before  us, 
having  come  from  the  other  branch,  it  should  at  least 
have  some  attention  other  than  indefinite  postpone- 
ment. I  think  there  has  been  entirely  enough  of  this 
discourtesy  towards  the  other  chamber.  They  stand 
with  us  as  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment. I  am  willing  to  vote  it  down,  but  this  laying 
it  upon  the  table,  shoving  it  off  or  indefinitely  post- 
poning, is  discourteous.  I  now  hope  we  will  concur 
with  the  other  branch  and  appoint  the  committee, 
for  this  icasoii :  If  we  refuse  to  act  in  that  manner, 
the  Council  i<  independent  of  us,  and  will  go  on  with 
their  investigation  without  us.  1  think  the  friends 
of  Mr.  Turner  in  this  board  had  better  have  a  chance 
in  that  invesligati:.  1:  inotead  of  chirking  it 

Alderman  Kersey — I  agree  with  the  geutleman  so 
far  as  the  investigation  goes.  It  has  u<>  terrors  for 
Mr.  Turner's  friends,  and  it  ought  not  to  have  any 
for  him.  Charges  have  been  made  here  and  pretty 
hard  things  said  about  Mr.  Turner,  vmd  I  believe  we 
ought  to  have  a  chance  to  refute  them,  I  believe 
that  .Mr.  Turner  will  come  out  unharmed  from  any 
ation;  if  he  does  not,  all  the  worse  for 
him. 

Alderman  Slade — I  want  to  state  that  I  have  had 
no  conversation  with  Mr.  Turner  about  this  thing; 
have  not  seen  him  or  spoken  to  him  since  this  order 
was  passed  in  the  Council.  Butitseemedtonie,I  must 
say,  to  be  a  ridiculous  order  to  pass.  Members  of 
the  board  who  have  spoken  to-night  have  preferred 
charges  against  Mr.  Turner  as  much  as  anybody  else 
lias,  and  they  must  be  called  before  the  committee  to 
-ubslantiatc  them.  1  think  it  is  ridiculous  and  should 
be  stopped.  I  do  not  think  the  frieuds  or  enemies  of 
Mr.  Turner  care  a  cent  about  this  investigation.  In 
my  opinion  it  will  be  snending  time  uselessly,  and  I 
felt  that  it  had  gone  far  enougli. 

Alderman  Woolle> — I  believe  with  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  that  the  motion  to  in- 
definitely postpone  this  matter  is  a  proper  one.  I 
believe  that  if  anybodv  in  this  or  the  other  blanch 
has  charges  to  make  against  an   officer  of  the  City 


Government,  he  should  put  them  in  writing  and  sign 
his  name  to  them.  Unless  somebody's  name  is 
signed  to  the  document,  I  do  not  think  a  call  should  be 
made  foran  investigation.  As  a  general  thing  I  agiee 
with  the  other  branch,  and  think  we  should  show  re- 
spect to  them.  I  do  not  believe  in  indefinitelypostrion- 
ing  every  order,  that  comes  down  from  them  although 
it  may  seem  of  not  much  consequence.  I  believethat 
they  are  entitled  to  all  proper  respect,  and  it  is  very 
seldom  I  vote  to  indefinitely  postpone  an  order  com- 
ing from  them.  As  the  Alderman  says,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve there  are  any  charges.  They  are  only  insinua- 
tions. I  have  yet  to  learn  of  any  man  in  this  City 
Government  who  can  stand  up  and  accuse  Mr.  Tur- 
ner of  being  dishonest.  Until  such  a  charge  is 
made,  and  Mr.  Turner  himself  ?sks  for  an  investiga- 
tion of  these  charges,  I  shall  vote  for  indefinite  post- 
ponement. 

Alderman  Hersey — Charges  have  Deen  made  in 
the  Common  Council  and  are  a  matter  of  record. 
Certain  charges  of  a  damaging  character  have  been 
made.  It  is  due  to  Mr.  Turner  and  the  City  Council 
that  an  investigation  should  be  had.  I  think  Mr. 
Turner  will  come  out  unscathed;  if  he  does  not,  it 
will  not  be  our  fault.  I  think  it  is  due  to  Mr.  Tur- 
Der  that  the  charges  made  in  this  board  and  the 
Common  Council  be  investigated. 

Alderman  Woollev — I  believe  with  the  gentleman 
opposite  that  Mr,  Turner  will  come  out  of  this  clear. 
I  do  not  understand  that  any  gentleman  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  has  made  specific  charges  against  Mr  . 
Turner.  As  I  have  said,  they  are  only  insinuations. 
Hardly  a  day  passes  without  some  insinuation  is 
made  about  employees  or  members  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment of  Boston.  When  there  is  anything,  if  those 
gentleman  know  anything,  let  (hem  put  the  charge 
in  writing  and  affix  their  names  to  it. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  think  the  gentlema-  nrs- 
apprehends  the  nature  of  that  paper.  It  is  an  order 
of  the  Common  Council  passed  by  a  formal  vote, 
and  a  majority  of  that  body  have  expressed  their 
opinion.  It  is  not  an  individual  charge.  It  requires 
no  man's  name.  It  is  a  vote  of  the  other  branch.  We 
are  not  treating  with  individuals,  but  a  uranch  of  this 
government;  and  whether  we  treat  it  courteously  or 
not  remains  to  be  seen.  We  have  no  right  to  q'ues 
tion  why  that  comes  to  us,  or  the  motives  which 
caused  them  to  pass  the  order.  They  are  supposed 
to  have  settled  that  in  debate.  All  we  have  to  recog- 
nize is  the  order  that  comes  to  us  over  the  official 
signature  of  the  President  of  the  Council  for  our 
concurrence.  That  is  the  question  before  us.  It  is 
not  a  matter  of  loose  charges,  but  a  specific  order 
from  the  Council  for  us  to  concur  or  nonconcur  in. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  lost,  and 
the  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  later  in  the 
session,the  Chairman  after  resuming  his  position,  ap- 
pointed Aldetmen  Haldeman,  Curtis  and  Woollev  on 
said  committee. 

GENERAL  MEETING  OF  CITIZENS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  O'Brien  the  report  (City 
Doc.  117)  on  the  petition  of  L.  U.  Welby,  and  others, 
in  favor  of  issuing  warrants  for  a  general  meeting  of 
citizens  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  O'Brien— That  report  was  agreed  upon 
in  committee,  and  I  thought  i:  was  unanimous.  A 
week  or  two  afterwards  a  minority  report  was  sub- 
mitted, and  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  why 
he  did  so. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  do  not  know  as  it  is  usual  to 
call  upon  a  member  of  a  committee  to  state  why  he 
does  a  certain  thing.  The  report  was  decided  upon 
in  a  gejieral  way  in  committee,  but  the  report  was 
never  seen  until  it  came  in  here.  It  is  frequently 
said  that  confession  is  good  for  the  soul,  and 
1  take  the  liberty  to  say  that  if  I  ever  did 
agree  with  it,  I  have  been  converted  and  changed 
my  mind,  i  never  saw  that  report;  it  was  talked 
over  in  a  general  meeting  of  the  committee,  and  if  I 
had  ever  seen  it  I  never  would  have  agreed  to  it. 

Alderman  O'Brien— The  basis  of  that  report  was 
agreed  upon,  and  the  chairman  was  authorized  to 
submit  it,  The  Alderman  has  a  perfect  right  to  sub- 
mit a  minority  report  if  he  pleases,  but  it  was  a  sur- 
prise to  me,  becauso  1  believed  the  majority 
report  was  moderate  in  tone  and  conservative  in 
character.  I  can  see  nothing  objectionable  in  it.  If 
the  committee  had  consulted  together,  I  believe  they 
could  have  agreed  upon  a  unanimous  report,  if  there 
was  anj  disagreement.  During  the  week  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  of  calling  the  attention  <  f  the 
Corporation  Counsel  to  this  matter,  to  ascertain  if 
the  basis  of  the  minority  report  was  correct,  and 
I  find  that  the  legal  authority  of  the  city 
sustains  the  majority  report,  which,  as  I  have  said 
before,  was  moderate  in  tone  and  conservative  in 
character.    [Reading]: 
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City  Hall,  Sept.  12th,  1881. 
Hon.  Jotm  P.  Healy,  Corporation  Counsel. 

Dear  Sir, — ilet'erring  to  Section  BO  of  the  City 
Charter,  Alderman  O'Brien  wishes  to  know  whether 
upon  the  requisition  of  fifty  qualified  voters  it  is  ob- 
ligatory upon  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  warn  a  gen- 
eral meeting  of  citizens,  or  whether  the  section  is 
merely  permissive  and  the  board  may  exercise  dis- 
cretion in  the  matter. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Wm.  H.  Lee, 
Clerk  of  Committees. 
In  my  opinion,    the  provision  of   the  charter  re- 
ferred to  is  mandatory,  not  merely  permissive. 
J.  P.  Healy, 
Corporation  Counsel. 

The  minority  report  says  it  is  permissive  for  this 
board  to  issue  the  warrants  The  Corporation  Coun- 
sel says  it  is  not  merelv  permissive,  but  it  is  manda- 
tory. After  that  opiDion,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not 
see  that  we  have  any  other  alternative  brit  to  pass 
the  order. 

Aluerman  Whitten — We  had  a  similar  petition  be- 
fore us  last  year,  and  notices  were  served  upon  the 
Aldermen  to  appear  and  answer  why  we  did  not  grant 
it.  The  case  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Supreme  Court 
for  decision  whether  we  are  obliged  to  do  so  under 
the  law.  1  think  it  is  better  that  the  matter  should 
rest  where  it  is  until  after  that  decision  is  rendered. 
Nobody  supposes  for  an  instant  but  that  this  meeting 
is  called  to  make  the  whole  matter  appear  ridiculous. 
What  would  it  amount  to  for  a  few  people  to  get  to- 
gether and  pass  resolves,  and  order  their  Represent- 
atives in  the  General  Court  to  do  so  and  so?  It  seems 
to  me  very  silly,  to  say  the  least,with  the  light  befor 
us  to-day.  I  say  let  the  Supreme  Court  decide  th 
question  before  we  act.  1  think  every  one  will  agree 
with  me  that  the  law  should  be  repealed,  and  th 
more  ridiculous  you  make  it  appear  the  sooner  we 
will  get  it  repealed.  When  the  law  was  passed  there 
were  about  five  thousand  voters  in  the  city;  now 
there  are  some  sixty  thousand.  The  times  have 
changed;  such  a  general  meeting  as  was  contemplated 
by  the  charter  has  gone  out  of  date.  It  would  be 
perfectly  ridiculous  to  hold  such  a  meeting  and  give 
it  official  form.  Aside  from  that,  the  expense  is 
quite  large.  You  have  got  to  have  this  whole  petition 
printed  and  incorporated  in  the  warrant,  published 
and  distributed  throughout  the  city  by  constables  in 
the  different  wards.  The  expense  attending  it  will 
probably  amount  to  about  $1000,  and  after  .,  ou  have 
done  it  the  whole  thing  amounts  to  nothing.  My  idea 
is  to  wait  for  an  order  of  the  Supreme  Couit.  Every- 
thing asked  for  by  the  petitioners  will  be  granted  by 
the  minority  report,  with  the  exception  of  having  the 
Mayor  preside  and  the  City  Clerk  keep  the  records. 
I  do  not  believe  the  petitioners  care  anything  about 
the  meeting,  only  it  is  thrust  in  upon  us  as  a  sort  of 
bombshell  to  show  how  ridiculous  that  law  is.  I 
think  the  better  way  is  to  let  the  Supreme  Court  or- 
der us  to  call  the  meeting. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  believe  with  the  gentleman 
5n  most  that  he  has  said.  The  law  is  a  ridiculous 
o  ae,  but  the  legislature  at  its  last  session  made  it 
still  stronger  and  more  binding.  The  majority  rei 
port  states  all  those  facts.  We  petitioned  last  year 
for  its  repeal,  and  the  law-making  body  of  the  State 
insisted  upon  its  standing  on  our  statute  books.  Un- 
der the  decision  of  the  city  Solicitor,  there  is  no  al- 
ternative but  to  grant  the  request  for  a  meeting, 
when  it  is  legally  and  properly  asked  for.  The  ma- 
jority report  also  offers  an  order  asking  His  Honor 
the  Mayor  to  again  petition  the  legislature  for  its 
repeal.  I  believe  that  petition  will  be  disregarded 
unless  we  show  the  absurdity  of  the  law  by  holding 
the  meeting  asked  for.  We  considered  this  matter 
last  year  and  asked  for  the  repeal  of  the  law,  and 
the  legislature  refused  it.  I  think  we  ought  to  adopt 
the  majority  report  and  orders  connected  with  it. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  think  we  oueht  to  defer  ac- 
tion on  this  matter  because  we  cannot  comply  with 
the  spirit  of  the  law.  Tho  law  contemplates  the  hold- 
ing of  this  meeting  in  a  hall  sufficient  to  accommo- 
date the  legal  voters  of  the  city.  There  is  no  such 
building,  and  no  such  meeting  as  contemplated  by 
the  statutes  can  be  held.  If  the  people  should  con- 
gregate at  Faneuil  Hall  the  meeting  could  not  be 
held.  Therefore  I  think  we  are  warranted  at  this 
time  in  deferring  action  until  the  Supreme  Court 
compels  us  to  hold  a  meeting.  Certainly  no  good 
can  result  from  such  a  meeting.  Nobody  expects  any 
benefit  from  it.  It  will  be  a  mere  faroe.  As  we  can- 
not hold  a  meeting  in  the  spirit  which  the  law  con- 
templates we  are  justified  in  deferring  action. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  a  minority  report, 
and  moved  to  substitute  it  for  that  of  the  majority. 

The  minority  report  is  contained  in  City  Doou 


mentll8,  and  recommends  the  passage  of  the  tol 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Faneuil  Hall  be 
authorized  to  grant  to  Lawrence  D.  Welby  and  oth- 
ers the  free  use  of  Faneuil  Hall  for  one  or  two  days, 
when  not  engaged  by  other  parties,  for  a  public 
meeting. 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  instructed 
to  petition  the  legislature  at  its  next  session  for  the 
repeal  of  section  sixty  of  the  City  Charter,  author- 
izing and  requiring  the  holding  of  general  meetings 
of  citizens;  and  that  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances be  instructed  to  draft  a  substitute  section 
allowing  the  Mayor,  at  the  request  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, to  convene  such  meetings  when  necessary. 

Alderman  O'Brien— If  the  board  do  that  they  will 
do  something  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Solicitor,  and  the  provisions  of  the  city  charter.  If 
we  want  to  defer  action  the  proper  way  is  to  let  both 
reports  remain  on  the  table.  This  board  snould  not 
do  anything  contrary  to  law. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  agree  with  the  gentleman.  I 
do  not  wish  to  vote  for  a  thing  that  is  contrary  to 
law.  I  do  not  agree  with  the  minority  report,  and 
propose  to  act  for  a  different  reason— because  we 
cannot  hold  the  meeting  in  accordance  with  the 
spirit  of  the  statute.  I  move  that  both  reports  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Alderman  Whitten— If  the  Supreme  Court  issues 
a  mandatory  order  for  us  to  call  this  meeting,  I  sup- 
pose that  an  order  will  be  passed  by  the  board  call- 
ing such  a  meeting. 

The  subject  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

PAY  OF  LABOBEBS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  O'Brien  the  order  to  pay 
the  laborers  employed  in  the  several  departments 
two  dollars  each  for  a  day  or  ten  hours'  work  was 
taken  from  the  table.  • 

Alderman  O'Brien— As  there  is  some  doubt  about 
the  ordinance  in  relation  to  this  matter,  I  thought  I 
would  consult  th  e  City  Solicitor  about  it,  and  some 
time  ago  received  the  following  answer: 

City  Hall,  August  25th,  1881. 
Hon.  John  P.  Healj,  Corporation  Counsel. 

Dear  Sir,— Referring  to  Section  6  of  the  Ordinance 
in  relation  to  streets,  printed  on  page  771  of  the 
Statutes  and  Ordinances  for  1876,  Alderman  O'Brien 
wishes  to  know  whether,  in  your  opinion,  it  is  not 
the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  establish  the 
pay  of  laborers  employed  in  the  Paving  Department, 
or  to  direct  and  control  the  action  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets  in  establishing  the  p?y  of  said 
laborers. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Wm.  H.  Lee, 
Clerk  of  Committees 

In  my  opinion,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have  au- 
thority to  direct  and  control  the  action  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets  in  fixing  the  compensation  of 
laborers;  but  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the  board  so  to  do, 
unless  it  adjudges  that  the  public  good  reauires  such 
action  on  its  part.  The  board  may  leave  the  whole 
matter  to  the  discretion  of  the  Superintendent,  or 
control  him  to  such  extent  as  it  sees  fit. 
J.  P.  Healy, 

Corporation  Counsel. 

I  wanted  to  place  this  matter  where  it  belongs. 
The  board  have  complete  control  over  it,  if  they  see 
fit  to  exercise  it.  As  the  order  offered  did  not  ap- 
pear to  meet  the  views  of  the  Aldermen  I  will  offer 
the  following  as  a  substitute: 

Ordered,  That  the  pay  of  laborers  in  the  different 
departments  of  the  city  shall  be  on  the  basis  of  $2 
per  day  for  first  class  workmen:  second  aud  third 
class,  .$1.75  and  §1.50  per  day,  respectively;  but  this 
order  does  not  prevent  the  committees  on  the  differ- 
ent departments  from  paying  a  larger  sum  than  82 
per  day  to  extra  and  reliable  workmen,  if,  iu  their 
judgment,  the  services  rendered  to  the  city  are 
worth  more  than  $2  per  day. 

I  think  that  order  covers  all  the  objections  raised 
to  the  other  one,  and  without  any  further  remarks  I 
will  leave  it  in  the  hands  of  the  board. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  cannot  conceive  why  such  an 
order  should  be  introduced.  I  agree  that  this  board 
nas  the  right  to  fix  the  pay  if  it  sees  fit  to  exerrise 
that  power.  But  we  are  represented  by  the  com- 
mittees on  the  different  departments,  and  they  are 
hotter  qualified  to  fix  the  pay  than  we  are.  Why 
should  this  board  be  called  upon  to  fix  the  price  of 
labor  when  we  have  empowered  our  representatives 
to  do  it?  It  now  lays  with  the  superintendents  and 
committees.  Now  he  comes  in  with  an  order  for 
them  to  do  just  what  they  already  have  power  to  do, 
and  why  should  we  lumber  up  our  records  with  such 
a  document  as  that?    If  he  will  offer  an  order  iu- 
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itructing  ri»t;  superintendents  and  committees  to  pay 
each  man  according  to  bis  value,  I  will  vole  for  it. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  offer  it  as  a  substitute. 

Alderman  Curtis — 1  cannot  conceive  why  yon 
should  fix  their  pay  at  $1.50,  $1.76  ami  $2  rier  day, 
and  prevent  anj  man  from  having  more.  We  have 
oeeu  fired  upon  from  outside  because  we  vote  against 
an  order  lor  two  dollars  a  day  for  ten  hours  a  day.  I 
do  go  against  it.  In  the  winter  time  it  brings  your 
cities  men  down  to  a  dollar  sixty  a  day.  Tell 
those  men  that  and  the.v  fly  at  you  iu  a  moment.  I 
want  every  man  to  have  what  he  is  worth.  Some 
men  are  worth  a  great  deal  more  than  others,  and  it 
is  for  the  superintendents  aud  committees  to  judge.  I 
am  willing  to  leave  it  to  them.  I  pay  my  men  what 
the.v  are  worth  and  1  hire  as  many  as  any  other  man 
iu  the  same  business.  "Whether  I  pay  them  what 
they  are  worth  or  nor,  I  have  all  1  want,  and 
1  in  I  end  to  pay  each  man  just  wnat  he  is 
worth.  .Some  men  employed  by  the  city  are 
worth  $2  B  day  and  others  .§2.50.  1  want  tne  city  to 
do  Juat  as  I  do  in  my  private  business.  If  a  man  en 
the  streets  is  worth  82.50  a  day  1  want  him  to  nave  it, 
and  that  is  the  veasou  I  oppose  §2  a  day  for  ten 
hours.  Take  a  mechanic;  ne  lias  speDt  three  or  four 
years  in  getting  ms  trade  aud  has  to  have  $150  to 
$200  worth  of  tools  iu  his  chest.  You  are  goiug  to 
fix  his  pay  at  $2.  You  will  iind  one  mechanic 
worth  §4  a  day,  and  another  not  worth  half  that. 
The  man  worth  $4  a  day  is  the  cheapest  to  hire, 
and  1  know  it  nom  experience.  1  want  men  to  have 
what  they  are  worth,  and  therefore  I  don't  want  to 
see  any  such  order  as  that  passed. 

Alderman  Her-ey — I  agree  with  the  gentleman. 
We  knew  this  board  had  power  to  fix  the  pay  of 
laborers.  The  question  is  whether  it  is  good  judg- 
ment for  us  to  do  it.  Why  did  not  the  gentleman 
offering  that  order  put  it  into  his  committee?  We 
are  not  all  members  ot  committees  employing  labor- 
ers, aud  do  not  know  what  they  are  worth.  The 
work  i<  not  equal  in  all  depaitments.  Some  depart- 
ments require  skill,  other.-  require  mere  labor  with- 
out skill.  We  ought  not  to  fix  a  compensation  that 
shall  be  the  same  In  all  departments.  We  ought  to 
leave  that  to  committees.  If  committees  have  not 
fixed  the  pay,  and  ask  us  for  instructions,  I  should 
be  willing  to  vote  for  it.  It  is  a  bad  policy  for  us  to 
passorders  fixing  arbitrarily  the  rate  or  wages.  When 
committees  have  full  power  to  pay  any  rate  the.v  see 
fit,  what  is  the  use  of  this  board  att  ujpting  to  fix  a 
rate  when  committees   have  not  done  so  themselves. 

a  Merman  O'Brien — Common  and  Squares  is  the 
only  committee  employing  labor  that  I  have  anything 
to  oo  with.  They  sometimes  employ  a  hundred,  and 
now  about  forty.    But  the  number  employ  ed  by  them 

i  amount  to  any  thing.    That  committee  pay 

82.50  a  day  to  their  be-t  men,  $2  a  cay  to  their 
next  be.-t  men,  and  $1.75  to  their  other  men. 
The  Committee  on  Favmg  employ  7  or  800  or  1000 
men,  and  that  is  the  department  you  want  to  look 
after.  They  only  pay  $1.75  a  day  to  their  best  men, 
$1.62%  to  their  second  be-t,  and  SI. 50  to  the  other 
classes.  I  do  not  know  whether  that  is  exactly  cor- 
rect or  not,  but  that  is  what  I  have  understood.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee  can  correct  me.  The 
Alderman  couid  not  have  listened  attenti.ely  to  the 
substitute.  It  provides  that  first  cla.  s  laborers  shall 
be  paid  $2  a  day,  second  class  $1.75,  and  third 
class  $1.50,  and  does  not  prevent  committees  from 
paying  a  larger  sum  to  men  actually  wortu  it.  If  I 
ii.-tened  correctly  to  the  Alderman's  speech  it  corre- 
sponds word  for  word  with  the  order.  I  am  willing 
to  own  that  I  want  to  force  the  Paving  Committee  to 
pay  $2  a  day  where  they  now  pay  SI. 75  to  their  first> 
class  lal>orei\-.  I  believe  the  mei.  ought  to  have  it. 
They  say  they  pay  .S2.50  a  day  for  laborers,  hut  it  is 
not  so;  those  men  are  mechanics,  stone  masons  and 
workers  on  stone,  &c.  They  pay  laborers  $1.75  when 
country  towns  are  paying  s2  to  the  same  class  of 
men.  They  pay  less  to  laborers  than  is  paid  in  any 
city  except  Chicago,  which  the  Alderman  on  my 
right  visited  lately,  and  I  believe  the  department 
ought  to  come  up  to  the  standard. 

Alderman  ftlade — When  this  matter  was  up  before 
I  stated  that  I  was  not  quite  satisfied  with  the  order, 
my  principal  objection  being  that  the  laborer  would 
have  to  give  ten  hours  a  day  both  in  summer  and 
winter,  aud  there  are  three  or  four  months  in  the 
winter  when  he  cannot  work  ten  hours;  he  can  only 
give  a  day's  work.  In  consultation  with  the  departs 
meut  of  which  I  am  chairman,  some  weeks  ago  I 
prepared  an  order  which  will  cover  the  whole  sub- 
Ject,  aim  leave  it  in  as  good  condition  as  it  can  be. 
The  Paving  Department  nave  paid  $1.60,  $1.62,  and 
SI  75  this  year  on  the  strength  of  the  order  passed 
by  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen  last  year.  There  has 
been  no  change  made.  I  do  not  kuow  of  a  town  in 
this  Commonwealth  that  pays  more  than  $1.76  a  day, 


aud  very  few  pay  more  than  $1.50.  There  may  be 
some  paying  $2,  but  I  do  not  know  of  tbem. 
Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  going  to  offer 
this  orier,  and  I  think  the  departments  can  work 
better  under  it  than  under  any  other  order  that  has 
been  offered: 

Ordered,  That  the  several  heads  of  departments 
be  authorized  to  pay  the  laborers  in  their  depart- 
ments at  such  rate  per  day  as  they  may  deem  their 
services  worth;  provided,  however,  that  such  rate 
shall  not  exceed  $2  per  da  v. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  move  to  strike  out  the  words 
"Provided,  however,  that  such  rate  shall  not  exceed 
$2  per  day.'' 

Alderman  Slade — I  think  there  should  be  some 
limit.  Unless  there  is  it  will  make  the  departments 
a  great  deal  of  trouble  which  the.v  ought  to  avoil. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  believe  in  striking  out  the 
two-dollar  clause.  It  ought,  to  be  left  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  the  committees  to  pay  the  laborers  what,  in 
their  judgment,  is  a  proper  sum.  I  am  willing  to 
trust  them,  and  I  think  the  City  (jouucil  are.  It  is 
precisely  the  power  they  have  now. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  do  not  see  any  necessity 
for  having  an  order  of  that  kind  at  all.  As 
I  understand,  the  heads  of  departments  have 
the  discietion  and  use  it,  but  there  is  an- 
other phase  of  this  matter  which  we  should 
look  at.  This  question  of  fixing  the  price  of 
labor  has  come  from  the  other  branch  half  a 
dozen  times,  and  every  time  it  has  been  summarily 
sat  upon  by  this  chamber.  The  agitation  originated 
in  the  other  branch,  and  they  feel  a  bitterness  at  our 
summary  disposition  of  their  orders.  At  their  last 
meeting  it  was  charged  that  we  were  ready  to  vote 
exorbitant  salaries  to  city  officers,  but  when  it  came 
to  increasing  the  pay  of  the  laborers,  we  were  op- 
posed to  it.  I  think  there  should  be  a  standard  fixed 
by  the  City  Government  lor  the  juice  of  labor.  I 
do  not  believe  that  the  halt  and  the  blind  should  be 
used  as  the  standard,  as  has  been  alleged  hete,  by 
which  labor  should  be  rated.  I  believe  in  fixing  the 
price  for  a  first-class  man,  and  that  there  should  be  a 
sliding  scale,  and  men  of  inferior  value  should  be  paid 
according  to  that  scale.  A  certain  amount  of  discretion 
niupt  be  given  to  the  heads  of  departments,  but  some 
standard  should  be  fixed  for  a  day's  labor.  So  long 
as  the  fixing  of  that  standard  is  optional  with  the 
departments,  there  is  no  standard,  because  each  head 
has  a  differeut  idea.  The  government  should  fix  the 
standard  and  grade  the  classes  of  men  either  higher 
or  lower.  I  believe  the  substitute  order  of  Aluer- 
man  O'Brien  covers  that  point,  and  will  allow  com- 
mittees ai;d  heads  of  departments  full  discretion.  I 
hope  it  will  pass. 

Alderman  Frost— I  do  not  quite  like  the  substi- 
tute, and  am  suie  I  do  not  like  Alderman  O'Brien's 
substitute.  I  uo  not  see  what  we  are  going  to  gain 
by  passing  either.  The  heads  of  departments  now 
fix  the  pay  under  the  direction  of  their  several  com- 
mittees. I  do  not  like  the  ten-hours  a  day  clause, 
and  if  the  substitute  is  to  be  passed,  the  power  is 
taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  committee,  and 
each  superintendent  can  pay  five  dollars  a  day 
if  he  sees  fit,  aud  the  committee  will  have  no 
control  over  it.  My  idea  is  that  the  matter  as  it 
stands  now  is  Dctter  than  either  of  the  propositions. 
I  believe  in  paying  good  men  $2  per  day.  We  pay 
that  iu  the  department  I  am  connected  with,  and  it 
should  be  paid  in  all  departments.  But  because  my 
committee  have  fixed  that  rate,  I  do  not  wish  to  dic- 
tate to  other  committees.  I  think  we  better  vote 
down  both  propositions. 

AldermaD  Slade— Last  year  this  board  passed  an 
order  for  the  departments  to  pay  $1.75  a  day  for 
able-bodied  men,  and  others  iu  proportion.  The 
Paving  Department  have  continued  to  pay  that  unt'l 
now,  and  if  this  order  is  passed  the  men  will  get  two 
dollars  a  day.  But  there  are  laborers  who  do  not 
expect  two  dollars  a  day  and  will  be  glad  to  work  for 
less.  The  order  I  offered  has  been  talked  about  by 
the  heads  of  departments,  and  under  it  they  believe 
the  work  can  be  done  with  less  complication  than 
under  any  other  order  that  can  be  passed. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  the 
order  ottered  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving.  The  substitute  offered  by  my  friend  on  my 
right  is  in  my  opinion  a  proper  one  to  pass.  I  did 
not  believe  iu  the  former  order  requiring  ten  hours 
a  day,  because  it  is  impossible  for  the  men  to  work 
that  many  hours  in  the  winter,  the  day  is  too  short. 
I  believe  it  is  the  duty  of  this  board  to  fix  the  pay  of 
laborers,  although  in  former  years  it  lias  been  left  to 
the  superintendent  entirely.  Since  I  have  been  in  the 
City  Government  I  never  have  had  the  pleasure  on 
committees  of  fixing  the  pay  of  laborers.  It  is  a 
prerogative  which  belongs  to  this  board,  and  I  hope 
we  shall  exercise  it.    It  will  be  a   satisfaction  to  the 
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laboring  men  aud  a  gratification  to  the  superintend- 
ents to  know  that  tliey  have  not  the  responsibility 
of  doing  it  themselves. 

Alderman  Curtis's  amendment  to  Alderman  Slade's 
order  was  rejected. 

Alderman  -.Tucker— Who  is  going  to  decide  whether 
these  men  are  first  or  second  class? 

Alderman  O'Brien — Tbe  Superintendent  and  his 
assistants — or  he  has  no  assistants,  it  seems. 

Alderinau  Tucker — I  should  be  perfectly  satisfied 
with  that  order  if  the  Superintendent  is  allowed  to 
select  his  men. 

Alderman  O'Brien — He  is,  under  the  direction  of 
his  committee.  The  order  will  go  to  the  Paving 
Committee  and  all  other  committees  who  employ  la- 
borers. It  will  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  she  com- 
mittees and  superintendents  tu  pay  men  according 
to  what  their  services  are  worth. 

Alderman  Tucker — How  many  hours  a  day? 

Alderman  O'Brien— That  is  left  to  the  committee. 

Alderman  Curtis— The  gentleman  on  my  left  says 
my  views  are  exactly  like  his.  Will  he  tell  me  what 
that  order  means.  Who  is  going  to  decide?  Accord- 
ing to  the  statement  oE  the  Alderman  it  is  the  Su- 
perintendent and  the  committee.  Thej  have  got  it 
all  now,  ano  when  you  have  everything  in  your  own 
hands,  what  more  do  you  want?  The  superinten- 
dents and  committees  have  the  power  now,  and  what 
more  do  you  want?  The  Alderman  agrees  with  me 
exactly.  I  hope  lie  will  withdraw  his  order  and  that 
the  gentleman  on  the  other  side  will  withdraw  his. 
Thej  have  got  everything  now  tbey  want. 

The  substitute  of  Alderman  Slade  was  adopted,  7 
tor,  4  against,  and  passed. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  Chair. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitoed  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  board  in 
favor  of  granting  permits  to  occupy  stab  I  e3  on  the 
usual  conditions,  as  follows: 

Middlesex  R.  R.  Co.,  Main  street,  corner  Dorrance 
avenue. 

James  E.  K.  Bowe,  5th  street,  rear  of  and  near  I 
street. 

Severally  accepted. 

RELOCATION  OF  HEATH  STREET. 

Alderman  Curtis  offered  an  order— That  the  Street 
Commissioners  be  requested  to  relocate  Heath  street, 
according  to  a  plan  made  by  Thomas  W.  Davis,  City 
Surveyor,  dated  October  23,  1873,  at  a  cost  not  ex- 
ceeding $8000.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance 
on  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis. 

PETITIONS. 

Alderman  Curtis  presented  a  petition  from  the 
Jamaica  fond  Ice  Co.,  to  be  compensated  for  dam- 
ages done  to  horses  on  account  of  the  cover  of  a 
man-hole  in  the  street. 

Alderman  Curtis  said  the  Sewer  Department 
should  make  a  thorough  investigation  of  these  mat- 
ters as  they  are  very  dangerous. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Alderman  Curtis  presented  a  petition  of  Thomas 
G.  Jones  and  others  that  Calvert  street  from  Cabot 
to  Treinont  streets  be  put  in  order. 

Alderman  Curtis  said  the  city  is  layiug  edgestones 
in  that  str^e'  now,  and  it  is  a  good  time  to  do  the 
work  asked  for;  there  has  been  much  complaint 
about  it. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Paving. 

PERMIT  FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  in  favor  ol  grantiug  a 
permit  to  Reinhelci  Klitzke  to  erect  and  use  a  steam 
boiler  at  208  Pleasant  street.    Accepted. 

PROPOSED  NEW  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction: 

Report  in  part  on  request  of  School  Committee  for 
an  eight-room  primary  schoolhouse  in  the  Lowell 
district— That  the  request  should  be  granted  and 
recommending  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  site: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  purchase,  as  a  site  for  a  pri- 
mary schoolhouse,  a  lot  of  land  owned  by  Owen 
Nawn,  situated  on  Parker  street,  near  Bromley  Park, 
containing  30,000  feet,  more  or  less,  for  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $18,000. 

Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Minors'  applications  granted— 30  ne  vsboys.  Ac- 
cepted. 


BROADWAY  BRIDGE. 

Aldermau  Woolley  offered  an  order— That  Broad- 
way bridge  be  closed  against  all  travel  on  Wednes- 
day, the  21st  inst.,  and  reinaiD  closed  until  the  re- 
pairs on  the  draw  are  completed.    Passed. 

VANDALISM  ON  THE  PUBLIC  GARDEN. 

Alderman  Haldeman — Several  months  ago  I  offered 
an  order  requesting  his  Houor  the  Mayor  to  petition 
the  legislature  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  po- 
licemen to  protect  the  Common  aud  public  grounds 
against  certain  acts  of  vandalism.  That  order 
very  respectfully  laid  upon  the  table  for  several 
meetings,  and  was  finally  put  into  the  waste 
basket,  as  a  good  many  similar  orders  of  mine  have 
been,  and  that  was  the  last  of  it.  There  have  been 
many  cases  of  vandalism  upon  the  public  grounds. 
Not  long  since  a  very  costly  century  plaut  was  in- 
jured by  two  or  three  of  the  leaves  beiug  cut  off  by 
a  great  deal  of  labor,  apparently  by  some  per- 
son who  understood  tie  damage  he  wa«  doing, 
and  how  to  go  about  it.  If  we  look  back  we  will 
see  there  has  been  a  persistent  line  ot  hos- 
tility to  the  Public  Garden  and  Common,  and 
particularly  to  the  Superintendent,  Mr.  Doogue.  We 
find  an  element  of  bitterness  and  vindictiveness  in 
the  other  branch  of  the  City  Government.  I  believe 
there  is  a  so-called  investigation  tor  certain  expendi- 
tures. If  you  follow  out  the  examination  closely 
you  will  find  that  it  looks  suspicious:  that  same  ele- 
ment which  is  running  against  his  department  seems 
to  be  working  iu  all  others.  There  is  a  persona)  hos- 
tility apparently  aimed  at  Mr.  Doogue.  Whether 
it  is  in  consequence  of  rival  applicants  for  the  posi- 
tion, or  whether  it  is  because  of  the  offensive  man- 
ner he  may  have  in  meetiug  officials,  or  whether  he 
will  not  be  driven  in  the  maimer  of  appointments — 
no  matter  what  it  is,  the  hostility  is  there,  and  it 
crops  out  on  all  occasions.  What  brings  me  to  this 
is  a  communication  received  this  evening,  which  I 
will  take  the  liberty  to  read : 

"Department  of  Common  and  Squares,  ) 
Boston,  Sept.  19, 1881.  ) 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Esq.,  Chairman  Committee  on  Com- 
mon, &c. 

Dear  Sir,— The  vandals  have  again  destroyed  a  val- 
uable century  plant  on  the  Public  Garden  last  night. 
With  your  permission  I  will  withdraw  the  private 
night  watchman  from  any  further  duty  on  the  gar- 
den, so  as  to  have  any  further  destruction  of  the 
city's  property  belonging  to  the  Department  of  Com- 
mon and  Squares  rest  solely  upon  the  Police  Com- 
missioners. It  seems  a  disgrace  to  the  good  name  of 
Boston  that  these  miserable  creatures  can  go  unpun- 
ished and  undetected. 

Awaiting  your  advice, 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

William  Doogue,  Supt." 

I  think,  Mi-.  Chairman,  after  what  has  previously 
been  done,  when  similar  acts  of  vandalism  have  jc- 
eurred,  it  is  useless  to  refer  this  paper  to  the  Police 
Commissioners.  What  we  have  done  before  has  only 
met  with  inattention  or  ridicule.  So  long  as  this  dis- 
position is  abroad.  I  think  some  radical  measures 
should  be  taken.  What  they  should  be  I  have  not 
sufficient  experience  to  suggest. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Haldeman  the  communi- 
cation was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Common. 
electric  lights. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings  on 
the  part  of  the  board  in  favor  of  granting  petitions 
as  follows : 

Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co.,  to  project  four  electric  lights 
at  450  to  472  AV  ashingtou  street,  and  one  ou  Avon 
street. 

Geo.  E.  Lothrop,  to  project  an  electric  light  from 
Boylston  Museum  on  Washington  street. 

Severally  accepted, 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Viles,  for  the  Committee  ou  Streets,  on 
the  part  of  the  board,  offered  an  order  to  pay  Pat- 
rick F.  Sullivan  $185  for  land  taken  in  the  name  of 
Thomas  Harshaw  and  for  all  damages  occasioned  by 
the  extension  of  Broadway  from  Albany  to  Wash- 
ington street.    Passed. 

RELEASED  FROM  JAIL. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Institutions,  on  the  part  of  the 
board,  in  favor  of  releasing  John  J.  Sullivan  from 
the  county  jail.    Accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 
Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving: 
Reports  and  orders  for  edgestones  aud  brick  side- 
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walks  in  front  of  estates  of  Jobn  J.  Soren  on  King 
street,  Roxbury;  for  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  on 
the  BOUtherly  side  of  River  street;  MichaelJ.  Kaller, 
77  Baxter  street;  Maria  H.  Davis,  Enfield  street; 
Abram  French,  Hazel  street;  and  for  brick  side- 
walks in  front  of  estates  of  James  H.  Delaney,  155 
Chelsea  street;  A.  E.  Bhambert,  82  Baxter  street; 
Dennis  Caddegan,  157  Havre  street;  Moody  Merrill, 
Warren  street;  Augustus  N.  Clarke,  Yarmouth 
street.    Orders  passed. 

Ordered,  That  tte  sidewalk  assessment  of  $155.86 
against  the  estate  of  Charles  Davis  on  Dearborn,  Al- 
bany and  Mall  streets  be  abated,  provided  that  said 
Davis  shall  convey  to  the  city  said  estate  to  be  for- 
ever kept  open  as  a  public  square  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  contained  in  a  bond  given  to  the  city  by 
said  Davis,  and  executed  April  28tn,  1881.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  tie  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad 
Corporation  he  requested  to  cause  the  crossing  at 
the  intersection  of  Rogers  avenue  with  its  tracks  to 
be  planked,  and  to  place  a  flagman  at  said  crossing 
to  warn  the  public  of  approaching  trains.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  be 
directed  to  grade  Bellevue  st.eet  between  Bowdoin 
and  Clark  streets;  estimated  cost  §600.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  for  a  hearing  on  Oct.  10th,  at  4 
o'clock  P.  M.,  on  petition  of  Union  Freight  K.  R. 
Co.,  to  lay  tracks  through  portions  of  First  ana  Gran- 
ite streets.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  bearing  on  Monday,  Oct.  10th, 
at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  petition  of  Metropolitan  R.  R. 
Co..  for  additional  location  to  accommodate  their 
Belt  line  of  cars.  .  Order  passed. 

Order,  To  cover  the  cobble-stone  pavement  on 
Harris  street,  between  Hanover  and  North  streets, 
with  the  Boston  asphalt  pavement,  estimated  cost 
$901);  to  establish  the  grade  of  Bellevue  street  from 
Qoincy  street  to  Bowdoin  street,  according  to  plan 
dated  August  11, 1880;  to  grade  and  gravel  Falcon 
street  between  Border  and  Meridian  streets,  furnish 
and  set  edgestones  on  the  northerly  side  of  said 
street;  to  grade  Alfred  street  irons  Green  street  to 
Scaverns  avenue,  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and 
pave  the  cutters  and  sidewalks;  to  grade  and  mac- 
adamize Coleman  street,  Dorchester,  from  Hamilton 
street  to  Bellevue  street,  set  edgestones  and  pave  the 
gutters  on  the  northerly  side  of  said  street.  Orders 
oassed. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  petitions  as  follows: 

John  Soley,  to  move  wooden  building  from  Cam- 
bridge street.  Ward  4,  near  Perkins  street,  to  same 
street  near  Canal  street. 

Cooledge  Barnard  and  others,  for  crosswalks  in 
Mill  street,  Dorchester. 

_\.  E,  Manufacturers'  Institute,  to  occupy  a  portion 
Of  Camden  street  for  a  foot  bridge. 

N.  Y.  &  >".  E.  R.  R.  Co.,  to  partially  close  Colum- 
bia street,  Dorchester,  during  the  construction  of 
the  bridge. 

Oliver  L.  Briggs  and  others,  for  a  crosswalk  on 
Iremont  street,  at  Chandler  and  West  Castle  streets. 

C.  .Murdock   and   others,  for  a  crosswalk  on  Pros- 

Eect    street,   Charlestown,  at   Frothingbaui  school- 
OUSC. 

Charles  E.  Johnson  and  others,  that  F  street,  be- 
tween Fifth  and  West  Sixth  streets,  be  macadam- 
ized; also  for  crosswalk  on  F  street,  at  Brown  street. 

John  H.  Aihnan  and  others,  for  crosswalk  on 
Washington  street,  at  Chauncey  place,  Ward  23. 

Severally  accepted. 

Report  and  order  for  hearing  on  Monday,  Oct.  4th, 
at  4  P.  M.,  on  petition  of  South  Boston  R.  R.  Co.  for 
locations  in  Kneeland  street,  from  Lincoln  to  Wash- 
ington street.     Order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  Am- 
erican Bell  Telephone  Couioany  to  erect  :u  West 
Roxbury,  nine  poles  on  Canterbury  street,  between 
Hvilc  Park  avenue  and  Poplar  street;  seventeenpoles 
on  Poplar  street,  between  Canterbury  and  Beech 
Streets,  and  lorty-four  poles  on  Beech  street,  between 
Popular  street  am.  Anawau  avenue;  said  poles  to  be 
placed  on  said  streets  in  the  positions  designated  by 
red  circles  on  plans  drawn  by  Clarence  A.  Perkins, 
surveyor,  dated  August  30, 1881,  and  deposited  in  the 


office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  provided 
that  said  company  shall  first  give  to  the  city  an  agree- 
ment in  writing  saving  harmless  said  city  against  any 
and  all  claims  for  damages,  costs  or  expenses,  for  or 
on  account  of,  or  in  any  way  growing  out  of  the 
erecting  or  maintaining  of  said  poles  on  said  streets. 

Also  upon  condition  that  said  poles  shall  be  kept 
well  painted  and  in  good  condition,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  that  the 
wires  shall  be  placed  on  said  poles  not  less  than 
twenty-five  feet  from  the  ground,  and  that  the  name 
of  said  company  shall  be  distinctly  painted  on  the 
cross-bars  used  and  occupied  by  said  company  on 
said  poles. 

Also  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall  allow 
the  Fire  and  Paving  departments  of  this  city  the  ex- 
clusive use  of  the  upper  cross-bar  and  top  of  each 
pole  for  the  purpose  of  placing  wires  thereon. 

Also  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall  agree 
not  to  remove  the  poles  located  by  this  order  without 
permission  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  shall  agree 
to  remove  saia  poles  when  so  directed  by  said  board. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

THE  PROPOSED  SQUARE  NEAR  THE  ART  MU- 
SEUM. 
The  report  of  the  Park  Commissioners  (City  Doc. 
120)  on  the  laying  out  of  the  land  bounded  by  Boyl- 
ston  street,  I  untington  avenue  and  Dartmouth 
street  as  a  public  park  was  received  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Parks. 

In  reply  to  the  lirst  inquiry,  nameiy,  the  cost  of 
taking  the  lands  described,  the  hoard  has  to  report 
that  there  are  three  estates  therein,  as  follows: 

Amount. 
12,500  sq.  ft.  belonging  to  Carrie  E.  Evans,  as- 
sessed valuation  1881,  per  ft. 

average  #5.17 864,700 

13,218      "      belonging   to    Mass.   Institute   of 
Technology,  assessed  valuation 

1881,  per  ft.  ,$6.50 85,900 

759  "  belonging  to  Trustees  Museum  of 
Fine  Arts,  assessed  valuation 
1881,  per  ft.  $6 4,500 

26,477      "  8155,100 

The  board  estimates  the  cost  of  taking  the  three 
estates  to  be  the  sum  of  the  assessed  valuations  of 
1881,  to  wit:  $155,100. 

In  reply  to  the  second  inquiry,  namely,  the  amount 
of  betterments  which  can  be  assessed  in  consequence 
of  the  taking  of  said  estates  for  park  purposes,  the 
board  reports  an  estimate  of  $149,119,  one-half  of 
which,  to  wit,  $74,559,  would  be  chargeable  to  the 
adjacent  estates,  adjudged  by  the  board  to  be  bene- 
fited over  and  above  the  general  benefit  to  the  city 
at  large. 

As  in  the  case  of  the  assessment  of  betterments 
rousequent  upon  the  taking  and  laying  out  of  the 
Back  Bay  Talk,  the  benefit  has  been  considered  as 
attaching  to  land  only ,  and  the  purposes  for  which 
the  lands  were  used,  or  whether  they  were  built 
upon  or  not,  were  not  taken  into  account.  In  asses- 
sing betterments  the  board  has  only  to  estimate  the 
additional  commercial  value  which,  in  its  judgment, 
would  accrue  to  estates  favorably  influenced  by  the 
laying  out  of  lands  tor  public  parks,  and  this  course 
has  been  pursued  in  the  present  instance.  The 
board  has  no  power  to  remit  assessments  unless  au- 
thorized by  the  C;ty  Council.  This  subject  is  men- 
tioned here  in  view  of  the  peculiar  relations  which 
the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  and  Massachusetts  Insti- 
tute of  Technology  bear  to  the  community  which  is 
explained  at  length,  in  the  former  case,  in  Mr.  Brim- 
mer's above  letter. 

STREET  WIDENINGS. 

Alderman  Whitten  asked  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Streets  when  they  would  be  ready  to 
report  upon  the  widening  of  South,  Portland  and 
Kneeland  streets. 

Alderman  Viles — I  may  be  able  to  report  next 
Monday.  I  shall  call  theCommittee  this  week.  The 
matters  have  been  pretty  well  considered. 

Adjourned  on  motion  of  Alderman  Whitten. 


(fiitv  of  Boston. 
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CITY   COUNCIL, 


SEPTEMBER    20,    1881, 


ON    THE    DEATH    OF 


JAMES     A.     GARFIELD, 


President  of  the  Finked  Stales. 


DEATH    OF    PRESIDENT    GARFIELD. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Special  Meetings  of  Both  Branches  of 
the  City  Council  to  Take  Action 
on  the  Death  of  Presi- 
dent Garfield. 

SEPTEMBER    ao,    1881. 


Both  branches  of  the  City  Council  met  in  their  re- 
spective chambers  at  12  M.,  in  accordance  with  the 
following  call: 

City  of  Boston, 
Executive  Department,  ! 
Sept.  19, 1881. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  Boston. 

Having  been  informed  of  the  death  which  occurred 
this  evening  of  James  A.  Garfield,  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  you  are  hereby  requested  to  as- 
semble in  your  respective  chambers  on  Tuesday, 
Sept.  20,  at  12  o'clock,  M.,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
such  action,  touching  the  solemn  event,  as  would 
appropt  lately  express  the  sympathy  of  our  citizens 
in  this  national  sorrow,  and  their  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased. 

Frederick  O.  Prince,  Mayor. 

THE   BOARD   OF   ALDERMEN. 

His  Honor  Mayor  Prince  occupied  the  chair,  read 
the  call,  and  said: 

THE  MAYOR'S  REMARKS. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  give  you  official  in- 
formation of  the  death  of  James  Abram  Garfield, 
President  of  the  United  States.  Shot  down  by  a 
base  assassin  on  the  second  day  of  July  last,  he  lin- 
gered from  that  date  until  thirty-five  minutes  past 
ten  o'clock  last  evening,  when  he  died.  During  a 
large  part  of  this  time  he  suffered  great  pain  which 
he  bore  with  manly  and  uncomplaining  fortitude. 

This  terrible  event  has  cast  a  shadow  over  the 
whole  country.  It  has  made  a  national  sorrow. 
During  all  his  long  weeks  of  suffering  the  hopes  and 
sympathies  and  prayers  of  the  whole  people  have 
been  with  him,  and  now  that  suspense  and  anxiety 
are  merged  in  grief  and  mourning,  they  feel  that  the 


nation  has  lost  a  Chief  Magistrate  whose  talents,  ex- 
perience and  patriotism  were  assurances  that  the 
great  trusts  reposed  in  him  would  have  been  well 
and  faithfully  executed. 

Recently  chosen  from  the  people,  by  the  people,  to 
administer  the  government  in  their  behalf,  all  the 
citizens,  regardless  of  political  differences  or  sec- 
tional divisions,  were  prepared  to  render  him  the 
loy.il  and  generous  support  which  he  had  the  right  to 
claim,  and  which  our  countrymen — ever  subordinat- 
ing party  spirit  to  patriotic  duty — are  accustomed  to 
accord. 

We  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  he  would 
have  so  administered  the  government  that  every  po- 
'itical  and  social  right  secured  to  the  citizens  and  to 
the  States  by  the  Constitution  would  have  been  con- 
served, and  that  the  progress  of  the  Republic  during 
nis  official  term  would  have  been  such  as  to  demon- 
strate the  ability  of  a  free  people  to  select  for  their 
rulers  those  who  are  qualified  for  the  grave  and  dif- 
ficult duties  of  government. 

They  who  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  his  intimacy 
represent  nim  as  possessing  in  an  eminent  degree  all 
those  qualities  of  the  head  and  heart  which  beget 
affection  and  attach  men  to  each  other;  so  that  not 
onlv  the  nation  mourns  for  the  los-s  of  a  wise,  saga- 
cious and  patriotic  magistrate,  but  the  domestic  cir- 
cle and  the  large  circle  of  devoted  frisnds  grieve  for 
the  loss  of  one  whose  kindly  nature  and  great  capa- 
city for  affection  enabled  him  to  discharge  well  and 
fully  all  the  offices  of  friendship  ana  all  tne  obliga- 
tions of  natural  relations. 

The  government  of  the  country  is  never  seriously 
disturbed  by  the  death  of  any  of  its  officials,  how- 
ever distinguished  he  may  be  for  public  or  private 
virtues,  because  it  is  based  on  law,  supported  by  free 
institutions  and  protected  by  the  loyalty  of  a  patri- 
otic people.  However  much,  therefore,  we  grieve  tor 
the  loss  of  this  excellent  President  we  are  permitted 
to  entertain  in  our  great  bereavement  the  consoling 
reflection  that  no  apprehension  cau  mingle  with  the 
regrets  with  which  we  lay  his  mortal  remains  in  their 
last  resting  place  tliat  danger  will  come  to  the  repub- 
lic, that  the  administration  of  government  will  be 
impeded,  or  that  our  free  institutions  will  be  in  any 
way  imperilled  through  the  death  of  a  President. 
The  assassin  may  murder  an  official,  but  law  and 
government  he  cannot  kill  while  patriotism  survives 
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nd  the  people  recognize  the  obligations  of  moral 
and  religious  duty. 

The  destiny  of  nations  and  individuals  are  in  the 
hands  of  Him  who  notes  even  the  fall  of  the  spar- 
row. We  bow  in  submission  to  that  Divine  Will 
which  orders  all  things  well.  We  may  not  clearly 
see  how  a  great  and  public  evil  can  work  for  the 
good  of  a  community — but  there  are  some  lessons 
which  all  may  learn  from  it.  It  should  teach  us 
humiliation— the  purification  of  the  heart— the  re- 
solve that  in  the  future  there  shall  be  larger  char- 
ity in  our  intercourse  with  each  other,  a  fuller 
recognition  of  our  moral  duties,  and  a  deeper 
interest  in  the  religious  education  of  the  people.  Po- 
litical institutions  based  on  the  affections  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  representing  patriotism,  piety  and  equal 
rights,  will  survive  rulers  and  parties,  and  can  only 
perish  when  the  public  virtues  which  called  them 
into  existence  shall  decline  and  pass  away.  The  Chair 
will  receive  any  proposition  which  is  appropiiate  to 
the  occasion. 

Alderman  O'Brien  said: 

Mr.  Mayor, — It  ib  with  the  deepest  sorrow  and  re- 
gret that  I  rise  to  offer  resolutions  in  hon- 
or of  the  memory  of  the  late  President  of  the 
United  States.  A  few  weeks  ago  we  all  rejoiced,  be- 
cause it  appeared  to  us  at  that  time,  that  the  band 
of  the  assassin  had  failed  to  accomplish  its  purpose — 
that  our  President  would  live  to  serve  his  country 
with  that  distinguished  ability  and  patriotism  that 
had  marked  his  course  since  his  entrance  on  public 
life.  An  all-wise  Providence  has  willed  it  other- 
wise. Elected  but  a  few  months  ago  the  Chief  Mag- 
istrate of  the  nation,  he  had  but  just  entered  upon  a 
career  of  usefulness  to  his  country,  when  he  was 
stricken  down  for  no  cause  whatever. 

Fifty  millions  of  people  now  mourn  his  great  loss. 
Fifty  millions  of  people  are  shocked  that  a  man 
could  exist  among  them,  could  grow  up  among  them, 
who  would  be  guilty  of  so  great  a  crime.  Words 
almost  fail  to  express  our  detestation  of  the  act  by 
which  so  distinguished  a  citizen  has  lost  his  life — the 
country  a  Chief  Magistrate  who  was  honored  and 
respected  throughout  the  land;  and  in  common  with 
our  fellow-citizens  in  all  sections  of  the  country  we 
mourn  his  great  loss  and  honor  his  memory.  With 
these  brief  remarks  I  now  submit  tne  resolutions  of 
the  City  Council: 

Resolved.  That  the  City  Council  of  Boston,  in  com- 
mon with  other  communities  in  this  afflicted  land, 
has  learned  with  the  profouudest  sorrow  that  the 
long  and  painful  illness  of  James  A.  Garlield,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  who  was  shot  by  an  assas- 
sin on  the  2d  of  July  last,  has  now  culminated  in  his 
death. 

Resolved,  That  by  the  untimely  death  of  President 
Garfield  this  country  has  sustained  an  irreparable 
loss;  for  in  him  were  centred  all  those  graces  which 
the  highest  culture  could  produce,  all  that  politi- 
cal wisdom  which  a  varied  experience  in  the  council 
and  the  Held  could  secure,  all  that  knowledge  of  men 
and  public  affairs  which  extensive  study  and  thought 
could  suggest,  and  which  united  to  make  him  in 
reputation  and  in  fact  the  most  illustrious  citizen  in 
the  Union. 

Resolved,  That  President  Garfield  exemplified,  by 
his  varied  and  interesting  experience  from  boyhood 
to  maturity,  the  American  idea  of  :<  true  and  lofty 
citizenship,  and  in  his  wonderful  career  he  exhibited 
the  limitless  capacity  which  waits  at  the  inception  of 


life  upon  every  citizen,  no  matter  how  humble  his 
birth,  if  he  be  only  faithful  to  his  duty  and  to 
God. 

Resolved,  That,  besides  his  public  virtues,  we  rec- 
ognize also  with  grateful  feeline  his  personal  quali- 
ties, as  exhibited  oy  his  patience  in  suffering,  his  for- 
titude in  pain,  his  manly  utterances,  his  sweet  affec- 
tions and  bis  Christian  faith,  which  have  been  so  con- 
spicuously displayed,  and  wbich  have  attracted  to 
his  bedside  the  attention  of  this  nation  and  the 
warmest  sympathy  and  prayers  of  all  mankind:  thus 
illustrating  in  bis  death,  as  well  as  in  his  life,  the 
strength  and  courage  of  a  noble,  virtuous  and  Chris- 
tian character. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  City  Council, 
individually  and  collectively,  extend  to  the  afflicted 
family  of  the  late  President  their  warmest  and  most 
sincere  sympathies  in  this  sorrowful  hour;  aDd  they 
desire  especially  to  recognize  that  levoted  affection, 
tbat  saintlike  tenderness,  and  that  heroic  fortitude 
under  circumstances  of  agonizing  suffering,  which 
the  honored  wife  of  the  late  President  has  exhibited 
in  her  unparalleled  trials. 

Ordered,  That  Uu  Mayor  cause  the  City  Hall  and 
Faneuil  Hall  to  be  appropriately  draped,' the  flags'  to 
be  displayed  at  half-mast  upon  the  public  buildings 
for  a  period  of  six  days,  and  the  bells  of  the  city  to  be 
tolled  during  the  hour  set  apart  for  the  funeral  of 
the  late  President. 

Alderman  Hersey  said: 

Mr.  Mayor, — I  hardly  know  how  to  give  voice  to 
the  feeling  of  sadness  that  pervades  every  heart  cop- 
sequent  upon  the  sad  intelligence  that  our  beloved 
Chief  Magistrate  bas  ceased  to  live.  During  tha  wea- 
ry weeks  iu  which,  without  a  murmur,  he  ha3  borne 
the  suffering  and  pain  of  his  protracted  struggle  for 
existence  he  has  become  more  and  more  endeared 
to  this  people,  and  each  day  has  intensified  our 
desire  that  he  might  live.  Over  this  broad  land 
from  the  homes  of  fifty  millions  of  people  are  com- 
ing the  sad  notes  of  bereavement  of  a  heart-broken , 
stricken  people.  Across  the  wide  ocean  wherever  a 
Christian  people  dwell,  tho  sad  intelligence  has 
cast  its  gloom.  Flashing  along  the  wires  that 
form  a  sympathetic  cord  uniting  the  continents 
are  speeding  the  words  of  sympathy  from 
every  land,  showing  that  our  grief  and  loss  is 
snaied  by  the  common  brotherhood  of  man. 
Words  can  but  feebly  express  our  sense  of  sorrow. 
That  in  a  time  of  peace,  with  no  exciting  issue  to 
influence  tbe  passions  of  men,  the  assassin's  hand 
should  deal  the  blow  of  death  escaped  upon  many  a 
field  of  battle,  and  that  our  beloved  President,  in 
the  strength  of  his  manhood, when  he  baa  butreached 
the  summit  of  human  ambition,  should  be  stricken 
down,  seems  sad  indeed.  3ut  so  it  has  been  ordaiued, 
the  dread  messenger  of  death  has  knocked  at  the  door 
of  the  Nation's  Capital,  and  all  tuat  love  and  human 
skill  could  do  were  unavailing  to  stay  his  progress. 
A  Christian  warrior  has  fallen,  the  sword  that  he 
drew  in  defence  of  human  liberty  and  a  nation's  life 
lies  forever  sheathed  in  its  scabbard.  And  he  has 
passed  on  to  receive  that  greater  glory  of  those  who 
fulfil  well  their  m'ssion  here,  where  the  wicked 
cease  from  troubling  and  the  weary  are  at  rest. 

The  resolves  and  orders  were  adopted  unanimously 
by  a  rising  vote.    Sent  down  for  concurrence. 

Alderman  Viles  moved  that  the  regular  meeting  of 
this  board  or.  Monday  next  be  dispensed  with,  as  that 
is  the  day  set  apart  for  the  funeral  of  our  late  Pres- 
ident, and  that   when  this  board   adjourns  it  be  to 
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meet  on  Wednesday,  the  28th  inst.,  and  that  all  or- 
ders of  notice  be  made  returnable  on  that  day. 
Adopted . 

Alderman  Slade  offered  the  followine: 

Ordered,  That  a  eulogy  upon  the  life  aDd  public 
services  of  James  A.  Garfield  be  pronounced  at  an 
early  day  before  the  City  Council  and  the  citizens  of 
Bostou,  and  that  a  committee  of  three  members  of 
this  board,  with  such  as  tne  Common  Council  may 
ioin.be  appointed  to  make  suitable  arrangements 
therefor. 

Passed,  and  Aldermen  Slade,  Tucker  arid  Hersey 
were  appointed  on  said  committee.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Curtis  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  a,  delegation  from  the  City  Govern- 
ment, consisting  of  His  Honor  Mayor  Prince,  the 
Chairman  and  one  other  member  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  the  President  and  two  other  members  of 
the  Common  Council,  be  appointed  to  attend  the 
obsequies  of  the  late  President  of  the  United  State? 
at  Washington. 

Passed,  and  Alderman  Curtis  was  appointed  on 
said  committee.    Sent  down. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  O'Brien. 

IN    COMMON    COUNCIL. 

'  President  Bailey  read  the  call,  and  said: 

James  Abiam  Garfield,  the  20th  President  of  th  e 
United  States,  is  dead.  The  tired  heart  is  still,  and 
the  patient  soul  has  gone  to  its  home.  Eleven  weeks 
of  memorable  trial  have  been  added  to  our  country's 
history — weeks  of  pain  and  anxiety  for  every  patri- 
otic heart.  Who  of  iis  will  ever  forget  the  deep 
horror  which  prevailed  on  receipt  of  the  first  news 
of  the  terrible  outrage,  felt  to  be  not  only  against 
the  man  but  against  the  nation  itself? 

Who  ""ill  soon  forget  the  gloomy  anniversary  of 
our  birth  as  a  nation,  or  the  hunger  for  favorable 
news  from  the  stricken  President?  Then  the  first 
gleam  of  hope,  the  alternating  hopes  and  fears  of 
these  bitter  days  of  national  anxiety,  the  shutting 
out  of  all  hope  and  the  stern  recognition  that  death 
must  come.  Vividly  as  it  now  seems  to  us,  it  will  stand 
out  still  more  "vividly  in  the  future.  Two  strong 
characters  have  been  blazoned  on  our  nation's  page 
chat  will  grow  stronger  and  stronger  the  doner  chey 
are  studied. 

The  noble  wife,  rising  from  all  but  a  fatal  sick- 
ness, and  with  heroism  and  fortitude  never  sur- 
passed, comforting,  cheering  and  sustaining  her 
stricken  husband.  Never  despondent,  never  dis- 
couraged, she  will  stand  forever  as  the  American 
idea  of  noble,  wifely  devotion,  and  of  heroism  and 
womanly  character.  The  respectful  homage  of  man- 
hood is  hers,  and  the  sympathy  of  a  nation's  sorrow- 
ing people  are  with  her. 

Our  second  martyr  President,  elected  to  his  high 
office,  through  resnect  tor  his  talents  and  adminis- 
tration, his  noble  manhooJ,  the  patient  courage,  the 
cheerful  and  almost  boyish  disposition  in  the  endur- 
ance of  long  and  terrible  sufferings,  endeared 
him  to  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  made  him 
the  loved  President  of  the  American  people. 
Our  hearts  are  sad  to-day,  and  the  gloom  of  • 
this  terrible  calamity  will  not  soon  pass  from 
the  nation's  heart,  but  these  examples  of  American 
manhood  and  womanliness  will  gild  the  gloom,  and 


add  heroism  and  loveliness  to  American  character. 
It  rests  with  us,  gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council, 
to  take  such  action  as  will  certify  to  the  nation  the 
appreciation  of  our  community  of  this  affliction,  and 
our  sympathy  with  the  mourning  family. 

The  resolutions  and  order  Dassed  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  were  presented  by  Mr.  Parkman,  of  Ward 
9,  and  upon  their  being  read  by  the  President,  Mr. 
Parkman  said: 

Mr.  President, — In  moving  the  adoption  of  these 
resolutions  I  canno"  but  attempt  to  feebly  express 
the  feeling's  which  I  know  animate  the  breasts  of 
nht  only  all  in  this  chamber,  but  of  every  one 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  this  land, 
where  the  news  has  come  at  the  end  of  a  long  and 
lingering  illness,  which  we  have  been  so  long  expect- 
ing. For  eighty  days,  hourly,  we  have  examined 
each  bulletin  as  it  Drought  to  us  news  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  we 
have  alternated  between  hope  and  despair.  DuriDg 
those  eighty  days  we  may  say  that  we  have  been 
fused  into  one  nation.  Though  elected  to  the  posi- 
tion which  he  held  by  one  of  the  political  parties 
of  this  country,  the  attack  of  the  assassin  has  fused 
us  into  one,  the  distinctions  of  party  have  been  lost, 
and  no  one  has  been  known  as  a  Republican,  a  Dem- 
ocrat, a  Labor  Reformer,  or  Greenbacker,  in  our 
common  grief.  James  Abraui  Garfield,  who  was 
shot  on  the  second  of  July,  at  his  post  of 
duty,  exemplifies  to  us,  as  has  been  ap- 
propriately said  in  these  resolutions,  the 
fact  that  anv  one  of  us,  by  force  of  character,  may 
reach  the  highest  post  in  the  gift  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zeus.  His  career  has  been  watched  so  long  bv  bis 
fellow-countrymen,  and  is  so  well  known  to  every 
one  in  this  assembly,  that  I  will  not  repeat  it. 
We  all  feel  that  the  attack  of  the  assassin 
was  upou  each  one  of  us,  hut  at  the  same  time 
we  must  remember  what  Mr.  Garfield  so  eloquently 
expressed  upon  the  death  of  the  President  at 
another  time,  that  though  our  chief  has  been  stricken 
down,  our  nation  still  lives.  Though  we  may  mourn 
for  him  as  one  of  the  best  and  noblest  types  of  Amer- 
ican manhood, yet  we  must  endeavor  to  show  respect 
for  his  memory  by  attempting  to  carrv  out  what  we 
think  he  would  have  desired.  And  Mr.  President, 
as  you  yourself  have  so  well  said,  while 
undoubtedly  tuere  are  many  women  in  this 
bread  land  who,  under  the  same  circumstances, 
would  have  shown  the  sane  fortitude  and  spirit  in 
their  tioubles,  yet  it  has  been  given  to  this  womaD 
to  show  what  our  highest  type  of  American  woman- 
hood is.  She  has  stood  the  ordeal  nobly,  and  we  ex- 
tend to  her  our  most  sincere  sympathies.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  move  the  adoption  of  these  resolutions  by  a 
rising  votp. 

Mr.  Whituiore,  of  Ward  12,  said: 

Mr.  President,— I  rise  to  second  the  motion,  in  the 
name  of  those  of  us  who  did  not  aid  in  the  election 
of  President  Garfield.  And  with  that  preface,  the 
memory  of  that  opposition  forever  ceases.  As  Presi- 
dent, he  was  our  President;  the  chosen  head  of  the 
wholepeople;  the  visible  sign  of  a  nation's  sovereign- 
ty: the  object  of  the  love  and  loyalty  of  every  citizen. 
He  has  fallen  a  victim  to  the  dangers   of  his  post;  a 
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martyr  to  his  country,  as  truly  as  auy  of  bis  associ- 
ates who  fell  on  the  field  of  battle.  Most  fortu- 
nately, not  a  suspicion  can  exist  that  the  cowardly 
assassin  had  a  confederate  or  a  sympathizer.  The 
political  framework  of  our  government  stands  to-day 
intact  ami  admirable;  our  sympathy  can  be  freely 
and  justly  bestowed  upon  Garfield  as  a  man,  griev- 
ously afflicted,  but  for  that  very  cause  nearer  and 
dearer  to  us  now  and  always. 

This  community,  proud  of  its  loyalty,  is  a  unit  also 
hi  its  affection  for  the  fallen  chieftain.  From  the  mo- 
ment of  the  first  announcement  of  the  dastardly  act 
until  the  stroke  of  the  midnight  bell  proclaimed  the 
mournful  end  ,a  shadow  has  rested  on  every  household. 
The  spectre  of  death  lias  been  with  ns.dayand  night, 
as  though  the  first-born  lay  stricken  in  every 
home.  Day  by  day  we  have  watched  the  bulletins, 
to  glean  a  deceptive  comfort  from  hopeful  words,  or 
to  sadly  anticipate  the  day  which  has  now  come. 
Kings  and  nobles  have  faced  the  scaffold  with  a 
firmness  which  awakened  the  pride  of  their  follow- 
ers; but  for  two  long  months  our  heroic  President 
has  faced  death  with  a  courage  and  composure 
greater  than  theirs ;  a  richer  memory  to  the  citizens 
of  this  republic;  a  higher  example  for  them  to 
imitate. 

I  most  heartily  support  the  admirable  resolution 
of  condolence  with  his  wife  and  family.  It  will  never 
be  forgotten  that  his  wife  was  his  truest  friend,  his 
unfailing  supporter.  The  few  respectful  glimpses 
we  have  of  the  sick  chamber  reveal  her  as  that  crown- 
ing glory  of  a  man,  a  true  wife.  Well  and  fully  has 
she  straggled,  only  to  remain  to  bear  a  weary  bur- 
den for  many  years.  Friends  may  forget,  chi'dren 
may  outgrow  their  passionate  grief,  but  the  help- 
meet of  the  President's  life  can  but  mourn  and  wait. 


In  behalf  of  every  household  in  this  community, 
in  the  name  of  every  happy  family  in  the  land,  we 
tender  her  our  sympathy,  our  prayers  for  that  conso- 
lation which  the  hope  of  a  blessed  immortality  can 
alone  afford. 

One  last  word.  The  miserable  cause  of  this  calam- 
ity still  lives,  to  learn  in  due  season  the  weight  of  a 
nation's  curse.  It  behooves  us  all  to  see  that  he  re- 
ceives his  just  punishment,  not  in  hasty  wrath,  but 
by  the  inflexible  force  of  a  just  vengeance.  It  has 
been  said  that  "there  is  a  divinity  that  doth  hedge  in 
a  king."  Let  us  prove  that  the  affection  of  a  mighty 
nation  forever  encompasses  its  elected  chief,  and 
that  the  sword  of  Justice,  inevitable  and  relentless, 
awaits  whoever  strikes  at  the  Nation's  heart. 

The  resolves  and  order  were  read  a  second  time 
and  passed  in  concurrence  with  the  other  branch,  by 
a  unanimous  rising  vote. 

An  order  came  down  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  attend  the  funeral  of  the  President  at 
Washington.  Read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ward  21,  and  passed 
in  concurrence.  Messrs.  Parkman  of  Ward  9,  and 
Pray  of  Ward  5,  were  appointed  on  said  com- 
mittee. 

An  order  came  down  for  a  eulogy  to  be  pro- 
nounced upon  the  life  and  services  of  President  Gar- 
field at  an  early  day,  and  appointing  a  committee  to 
arrange  therefor.  Read  twice,  under  a  suspension 
of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8. 
and  passed  in  concurrence.  Messrs.  Pratt  of  Ward 
21,  Whitmore  of  Ward  12,  Cummings  of  Ward  10, 
Bartlett  of  Ward  15  and  McLaughlin  of  Ward  7, 
were  appointed  on  said  committee. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

SEPTEMBER    28,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Alder- 
man O'Br.eu,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS    REFEiiltED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers — James  C.  Sharp  and 
other.",  tor  a  sewer  in  Centre  street,  Dorchester. 

Albert  Lewi*,  wharfinger  at  Lewis  wharf,  and 
others,  that  the  sewer  discharging  there  may  be 
cleaned. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  inspection 
of  Building*— Walworth  .Manufacturing  Company, 
to  erect  wooaen  huiloing  on  O  street,  near  East  First 
street,  Ward  14;  John  Souther  &  Co.,io  erect  wooden 
building  on  Dorchester  avenue  near  Blake  street, 
Ward  15;  ft  fa.  Wallace,  to  erect  a  wooden  build- 
ing in  rear  of  Perkins  street  near  Prince  street, 
Ward  23. 

To  tlii;  Committee  mi  Paving— Wat.  Parkinson  and 
other-,  for  the  removal  of  the  sidewalk  against  the 
hay  house  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  ou  Canal 
street. 

American  Bell  Telephone  Co.,  for  leaTt  to  erect  a 
pole  on  west  side  of  Harrison  avenue  near  East 
Springfield  street. 

Robert  Bishop,  for  leave  to  carry  a  shaft  across 
Tudor  street.  South  Boston. 

George  W.  Fowle  and  others,  that  Dauforth  street 
be  graded. 

Teachers  of  the  Sherwin  School,  that  a  sidewalk 
be  laid  on  the  north  side  of  said  schoolhouse. 

'to  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts — Francis 
A.Harris,  Medical  Examiner,  to  be  reimbursed  for 
certain  expenses  incurred  in  the  discharge  of  his 
official  duty. 

To  file  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board— Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables,  as  fol- 
lows: O.  H.  Spurr,  new  wooden,  1  horse,  Norfolk 
avenue,  corner  Milton  avenue,  Ward  24;  Elijah  P. 
Pond,  new  wooden,  1  horse,  Corey  street,  near  Cen- 
tre street,  Ward  23;  P.A.Burns,  new  wooden,  1 
horse,  Coleman  street,  corner  Hamilton  avenue, 
Ward  24;  John  E.  Wood,  new  wooden,  3  horses, 
Western  avenue,  near  Worth  harvard  street,  Ward 
25;  James  W.  Kenna,  new  wooden,  11  horses,  Ter- 
race street,  corner  Cedar  street,  Ward  22. 

'lo  the  /loan/  of  Health— Mary  Dudley.fora  li  ense 
to  keep  a  lying-in  hospital  atl  Northampton  place. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lauds — Emma 
F.  Hall,  guardian,  that  the  conditions  set  forth  in 
deed  of  City  of  Boston  to  Alonzo  Dexter  be  changed 
to  restrictions  only. 

To  ihr  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Hoard— H.  B.  Wilmot, 
for  leave  to  project  two  electric  lights  in  front  of  his 
premises,  261  and  263  Washington  street. 

To  ili<  Committee  on  Common  on  the  part  of  th 
Board — A-<a  C.  Partridge,  that  a  decayed  and  dan 
gerous  tree  standing  nearly  opposite  2828  Washing 
Top  Street,  be  removed. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims — Edmund  Boy- 
1  compensation  for  personal  injuries  while  a 
work  for  the  citv  on  the  Back  Bay,  on  Sept.  13, 1881. 
JIEAKINUS. 

Hearings  were  had  on  orders  of  notice  returnable 
this  day  as  follows; 

On  petition  of  Geo.  W.  Squire  for  leave  to  locate 
and  use  a  steam  engine  at  100  Blaekstone  street.  No 
objection.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Steam  En- 
gines. 

Railroad  Locations  in  Kneeland  and  South 
Streets. 

On  petition  of  Middlesex  R.  R.  Co.  for  a  location 
111  Kneeland  and  South  -treets. 

On  petition  of  South  Boston  R.  R.  Co.  for  a  loca- 
tion in  Kneeland  and  South  streets. 

Charles  E.  Powers,  President  ot  the  Middlesex 
load,  said  the  object  of  the  petitions  was  to  accom- 
modate cue  passengers  to  and  from  the  new  Albany 
depot.  There  is  no  disagreement  or  unpleasantness 
between  the  Middlesex  and  South  boston  roads 
ou  this  matter;  his  company  did  not  care  which 
built  the  tracks,  provided  it  had  the  right  to  use 
them,  and  could  have  the  necessary  connections. 
The  difficulty  to  be  got  ovei  is  that  a  portion  in   Liu- 


colu  street  is  private  property  of  the  Boston  &  A 1- 
baoy  Kiilroad  Company,  which  desires  the  tracks 
laid  so  their  depot  could  be  reached. 

P.  A.  Collins  appeared  for  the  South  Boston  Rail- 
road, and  assented  to  what  Mr.  Powers  had  said, 
aud  explained  the  running  of  the  cars,  and  tue  pro- 
spective arrangement  of  streets  in  that  section.  The 
South  Boston  road  proposed  to  allow  the  Middlesex 
Company  the  same  privileges  over  the  new  tracks 
they  have  over  the  present  ones.  By  referring  the 
matter  in  tegular  course  he  had  no  doubt  a  satisfac- 
tory route  could  be  agreed  upon. 

Judge  Soule,  counsel  for  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad,  explained  the  positiou  of  that  company  in 
relation  to  the  matter,  it  is  willing  that  tracks  be 
laid  on  its  private  land  on  Lincoln  street  on  certain 
conditions,  which  have  been  made  known  to  the 
horse  railroad  companies.  After  sundry  consulta- 
tions it  agreed  that  the  South  Boston  road  should 
build  the  tracks,  provided  it  acctded  to  the  con- 
ditions, which  he  explained  to  be  the  mainte- 
nance of  such  tracks  as  are  required  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  passengers,  and  permit  any  other  company 
to  run  its  cars  over  these  tracks  rhe  same  as  they 
have  in  the  public  1  treets,  and  to  be  compensated  for 
in  the  usual  manner.  The  B.  &  A.  company  doesn't 
know  whether  either  rhe  South  Boston  or  Middlesex 
company  will  accept  the  contract,  rie  was  not  pre- 
pared to  state  the  position  of  his  company  in  regard 
to  the  proposed  location  in  Kneeland  street,  which 
would  be  in  opposition,  as  it  would  cross  their  tracks 
at  grade. 

Mr.  Collins  said  the  B.  &  A.  R.  it.  Co.  ought  to 
know  by  this  time  that  the  South  Boston  R  ft.  Co. 
would  never  sign  any  such  contract  astheonepio- 
posed,  on  account  of  the  requirement  to  save  theao 
harmless  from  all  damages  occurring  in  the  street  by 
reason  of  defects  therein,  also  to  run  such  cars  as 
the  AlDany  road  might  capriciously  require.  The 
South  Boston  road  would  agree  to  pave  and  keep  in 
repair  such  portion  of  Lincoln  street  as  they  would 
be  required  to  do  if  it  were  a  public  street.'  If  the 
Albany  road  would  not  make  a  reasonable  arrange- 
ment, the  South  Boston  road  asked  the  board  to  lo- 
cate them  across  the  tracks  in  Kneeland  street  of 
the  Albany  road 

Judge  Soule  thought  that  Mr.  Collins  would  not 
have  said  what  he  had  if  he  had  been  present  at  the 
conference  when  the  contract  was  read  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  counsel  of  the  South  Boston  road. 

Mr.  Collins  said  he  was  present  when  the  direct- 
ors gave  their  answer  and  presented  a  contract  they 
would  sign. 

The  hearings  were  closed  and  the  petitions  were 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Paving. 

PETITIONS  FOB  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Petitions  were  received  from  E.  Hodge  &  Co.,  to 
erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine  at  100  Liverpool 
street,  East  Boston,  and  Hoosac  Tunnel  Dock  &  Ele- 
vator Co.,  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  at  63 
Water  street.  Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hear- 
ings thereon  on  Oct.  17th  at  4  P.  M. 
SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  School  Committee  of 
vacancies  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Henry  P. 
Bowditch  and  William  H.  Finney,  and  proposing  a 
convention  on  October  lltb,  at  7.30  P.  M.,  to  till  said 
vacancies.    The  board  concurred. 

Requests  were  received  from  the  School  Committee 
and  disposed  of  as  follows: 

For  additional  primary  accommodations  in  the 
Covins  district. 

For  additional  accommodations  in  the  Dillaway 
district  tor  Grammar  scholars. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion. 

For  removal  of  trees  in  yard  of  Dillaway  school 
house.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings. 

WIDENING  OF  KNEELAND  STREET. 

A  comniuniciiion  was  received  from  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  that  they  have  considered  the 
several  communications  relative  to  the  widening  of 
Kneeland  street,  in  view  of  present  and  prospective 
needs  of  travel  there,  and  are  of  opinion  that  the 
time  has  arrived  when  the  widening  should  l»e  made, 
;f  the  houorable  City  Council  will  appropriate  the 
money  required  for  tlie  improvement.  If  as  now  ap- 
pears, the  twj  railway  corporations  abutting  upon 
the  street  allow  the  city  the  use  of  the  land  in  front 
of  their  stations,  the  cost  of  widening  the  remainder 
of  the  street  from  Lincoln  to  Federal  street  the  com- 
missioners estimate  at  .$160,000,  and  respectfully  re- 
quest an  appropriation  of  that  amount;  be  made  for 
the  purpose. 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 
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BOSTON,  REVERE  BEACH  &  LYNN  RAILROAD. 

A  petitiop  was  received  from  the  above  named 
road  for  a  hearing  in  reference  to  taking  land  out- 
side their  location,  and  it  was  thereupon 

Ordered,  That  due  notice  be  given  by  the  petition- 
ers, to  all  parties  interested  in  the  subject  of  said  pe- 
tition, that  this  board  will,  on  Monday,  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  October,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  take  into 
consideration  the  prayer  of  said  petition,  when  any 
persons  objecting  thereto  may  appear  and  be  heard. 
Such  notice  to  be  given  by  publishing  a  copy  of  said 
petition  and  order,  two  times  in  the  East  Boston  Ad- 
vocate, and  by  serving  a  copy  of  said  petition  and 
order  upon  each  person  interested  in  the  premises  in 
question. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Public  "Weighers— J.  Tilson  Morrill,  Alfred  J. 
Sidwell.    Confirmed. 

ELECTION  OFFICERS. 

Ward   One. 

Precinct  1— Warden,  Owen  J.  Sweeney,  198  Havre 
street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  James  E.  Cain,  196 
Marion  street,  1).  Clerk,  Henry  H.  Rich,  52  Ben- 
nington street,  E.  Deputy  Clerk,  John  H.  Walsh, 
236  Havre  street,  R  Inspectors,  William  J.  Walsh, 
133  Chelsea  street,  D.;  Charles  E.  Bushee,  123  Chel- 
sea street,  R.  Deputy  In  pectors,  Daniel  D. 
Splaine,  62  Porter  street,  D.;  Charles  E.  Dodge,  125 
Chelsea  street,  R. 

Precinct  2 — Warden,  Charles  W.  Crosby,  21  Marion 
street,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  John  P.  McPherson,  51 
Monmouth  street,  R.  Clerk,  Henry  L.  Jones,  57 
Marion  street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  James  T.  Lakin, 
42  Central  square,  D.  Insectors,  Charles  Albert 
Grant,  11  Saratoga  street;  Jarr  es  R.  Keniston,  56 
Princeton  street,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  William  N. 
Irving,  19  Marion  street,  R.;  Christian  R.  Durbeck, 
50  Princeton  street,  D. 

recinct  3  —  Warden,  James  Frame,  72  Eutaw 
street,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  Alexander  Montgom- 
ery, 91  Trenton  street,  R.  Clerk,  Charles  H.  Day,  53 
Monmouth  street.  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  Louis  Burn- 
ham,  148  Brooks  street,  D.  Inspectors,  William  C. 
Smith,  Jr.,  107  Saratoga  street,  R. ;  Sergio  J.  Fer- 
reira,  104  Lexington  street,  D.  Deputy  InsDectors, 
John  F.  Murphy,  130  Brooks  street,  R.;"  Edward  A. 
Harkins,  134  Saratoga  street,  D. 

Prectuct  4— Warden,  Charles  A  Tilden,  122  Tren- 
ton street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  Benj.  P.  Bates,  176 
Princeton  street,  D.  Clerk,  Samuel  W.  Tucker,  73 
Putnam  street,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  Walter  J.  Staples, 
121  Condor  street.  R.  Inspectors,  Elisha  B.  Perry, 
190  Lexington  street,  D.;  Charles  W.  Odiorne,  131 
Eutaw  street,  R.  Deputy  Inspectors,  John  McDer- 
nioti,  Jr.,  87  Condor  street,  D.;  John  FraDk  Hodg- 
kius,  243  Princeton  street,  R. 

Precinct  5 — Warden,  Alexander  W.  Norton,  518 
Saratoga  street,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  John  W.  God- 
dard,  440  Saratoga  street,  R.  Clerk,  Philip  Mc- 
Laughlin, 677  Saratoga  street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk, 
Daniel  Lynch,  396  Bennington  street,  D.  Inspect- 
ors, rcobert  W.  Cook,  Moore  street,  R. ;  Edwin  J. 
Turner,  Homer  street.  D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Wm. 
H.  H.  Gorman,  384  Bennington  street,  R.;  Demi's  J. 
Canty,  361  Princeton  street,  D. 
Ward  Two. 

Precinct  1. — Warden,  James  P.  McEnaney.  4  Dob. 
erty  court,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  Michael  F.  Farrell 
422  Sumner  street,  D.  Clerk,  Geoige  E.  Armstrong, 
1  Belmont  square,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  John  C.  Darke, 
178  Webster  street,  R.  Inspectors,  John  N.  Pender- 
gast,  254  Everett  street,  D,;  Samuel  I.  Crafts,  131 
Webster  street,  R.  Deputy  Inspector'!,  William 
Ahern,  233  Everett  street,  D.;  Joseph  R.  McField, 
222  Webster  street,  R. 

.Precinct  2— Warden,  Andrew  J.  Howard,  25  Chel- 
sea street,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  Josiah  R.  Smith, 
15  Chelsea  street,  R.  Clerk,  George  F.  Lowe.  271 
Sumner  street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  Dennis  F.  Mc- 
Carthy. 282  Sumner  street,  D.  Inspectors,  Edward 
Knox,  142  Bremen  street,  R. ;  Humphrey  J.  Murphy, 
229  Maverick  street,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Edward 
C.  Gold,  49  Chelsea  street,  R.;  Patrick  F.  McCarthy, 
80  Cottage  street,  D. 

Precinct  3— Warden,  Joseph  F.  Hu3sey,  29  Liver- 
pool street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  Jeremiah  F.  Mc- 
Carthy, 82  Havre  street,  D.  Clerk,  George  E.  Car- 
ney, 111  Sumner  street,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  Alfonso 
French.  106  Meridian  street,  B.  Inspectors,  George 
F.  Kelly,  73  Maverick  street,  D.;  Edwarl  L.  Gibbs, 
116  London  street,  R.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Peter  F. 
Mulhearn,  64  London  street,  D.;  Daniel  McFarland, 
46  Paris  street,  R. 

Precinct  4— Warden,  James  A.  Bushee,  48  Maver- 
ick square,  R.    Deputy  Warden.  Nathaniel  D.  Hurd, 


Webster  House,  R.  Clerk,  Edward  Farren,  Jr.,  80 
Paris  street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  William  J.  Ander- 
son, 152  Havre  street,  D.  Inspectors,  Henry  Carsten- 
sen,  69  Havre  street,  R.;  Frank  Smith,  47  Porter 
street,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Henry  E.  Taylor,  51 
Meridian  street,  R.;  Joseph  Sullivan,  158  Havre 
street,  D. 

Ward  Three. 

Precinct  1— Warden,  John  F.  Green.  115  Chelsea 
street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  Daniel  J.  Sullivan,  78 
Tremont  street,  D.  Clerk,  Calvin  P.  Sampson,  91 
High  street,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  Charles  S.  Gill,  21 
Monument  square,  R.  Inspectors,  John  F.  Wbalen, 
72  Tremont  street,  D.;  A.  E.  S.  Dadley,  36  Green 
street,  R.  Deputy  Inspectors,  James  J.  Devine,  30 
Bunker  Hill  street,  D.;  William  M.  Townsend,  34 
Green  street,  R. 

Precinct  2— Warden,  Edwin  R.  Coburn,  23  Bart- 
lett  street,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  John  H.  Studley, 
Jr.,  56  Elm  street,  R.  Clerk,  Harry  W.  Dunshee,  108 
Bunker  Hill  street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  James  B. 
Daley,  2  Tremont  street,  D.  Inspectors,  Arthur  B. 
CoburL,  12  Monument  square,  R.;  John  Devine,  90 
Ferrin  street,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  George  C.  San- 
bom,  7  Trenton  street,  R.;  John  R.  Rea,  71  Elm 
street,  D. 

Precinct  3— Warden,  MishaelF.  O'Neil,  105  Elm 
street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  Thomas  L.  Hayes,  23 
Everett  street,  D.  Clerk,  Joseph  W.  Linnell  16 
Trenton  street,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  John  E.  McFawn, 
20  Everett  street,  R.  Inspectors,  John  Heffernan,  52 
Lexington  street,  D. :  Asa  L.  Hatch,  89  Green  street, 
R.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Frederick  B.  Bogan,  15 
Princeton  street,  D  ;  Alfred  C.  Jordan,  74  Lexing- 
ton street,  R. 

Precinct  4— Warden,  Timothy  J,  Mahoney,  7  Hull 
street,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  George  C.  Jarvis,  155 
Chelsea  street,  R.  Clerk,  Michael  F.  Daley,  103  De- 
catur street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  Michael  J.  Doran, 
49  Moulton  street,  D.  Inspectors,  Walter  S.  Brewer, 
152  Chelsea  street,  R. ;  Michael  J.  Sullivan,  35  Deca- 
tur street,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Robert  H.  Parker, 
182  Chelsea  street,  R.;  Michael  J.  Mitchell,  45  Moul- 
ton street,  D. 

Ward  Four. 

Precinct  1— Warden,  William  L.  Bond.  345  Main 
street,  D.  Deputy  Wardeu,  Timothy  J.  Donovan, 
286  Bunker-Hill  street,  D.  Clerk,  Arthur  Mechan, 
112  Bartlett  street,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  Edward  W. 
Presho,  13  Eoen  street,  R.  Insoectors,  Perry  Poor, 
125  Russell  street,  D.;  Henry  W.  Clark,  4  Eden 
street,  R.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Alonzo  Rand,  50  Rus- 
sell street,  D.;  Edward  T.  Chandler,  5  Holden  Row, 
R. 

Precinct  2— Warden,  Edwin  L.  Pilsbury,  21  Bald- 
win street,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  Joseph  \V.  Hill,  9 
Baldwin  street,  R.  Clerk,  Barrent  V.  Dennis,  16 
Mead  street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  John  Flannagan,  379 
Bunker  Hili  street,  D.  Inspectors,  William  F. 
Bridge,  23  Baldwin  street,  R. ;  Matthew  J.  Green,  5 
Marshall  place,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Charles  W. 
Pearson,  2  Quincy  street,  R.;  John  F.  Leary,  &34 
Medford  street,  D. 

Precinct 3— Warden,  Willard  Rice,  10  Alfordstreet, 
D.  Deputy  Warden,  Patrick  Covle,  Arlington  ave- 
nue, D.  Clerk,  Herbert  S.  Carlisle,  8  Cook  street,  R. 
Deputy  Clerk,  Simon  A.  Freeman,  571  Main  street, 
R.  Inspectors,  Daniel  E.  Keliey,  40  Cook  street,  D.: 
Winslow  S.  Oakman,  593  Main  street,  R  Deputy  In- 
spectors, Daniel  J.  Quinlan,  545  Medford  street,  D.; 
Charles  W.  Lyou,  289  Bunker  Hill  street,  R. 

Precinct  4 — Warden,  George  S.  Poole,  3  Parker 
street,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  John  P.  Loriug,  36  Essex 
street,  R.  Clerk,  Roger  Sherman,  24  Sever  street, 
D.  Deputy  Clerk,  Charles  W.  Mayers,  24  Sever 
street,  D.  Inspectors,  Frank  L.  Curtis,  462  Main 
street,  R.;  William  H.  Brazier,  22  Kiugston  street, 
D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Charles  I.  Cmterbury,  35 
Essex  street,  R.;  Euwin  F.  Dunn,  540  Main  street,  D. 

Ward  Five. 

Precinct  1— Warden,  Silas  Davis,  Jr.,  56  Monu- 
ment avenue,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  Moses  G.  Ed- 
mands,  7  Monument  square,  R.  Clerk.  William  T. 
Henrv,  1  Hathorne  square,  D.  Drputy  Clerk,  "Vin- 
cent De  P.  Reade,  24  Pleasant  street,  D.  Inspectors, 
Taylor  P.  Thompson,  52  Soley  street,  R.;  Lewis 
Stiles,  36  Pleasant  street,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors, 
George  O.  Bradbury,  46  Chestnut  street,  R. ;  Frank 
P.  C*sey,  24  Pleasant  street,  D. 

Precinct  2 — Warden,  John  H.  Mahoney,  3  Vinton 
court,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  Edward  Gagau,  12Chel- 
sea  street,  D.  Clerk,  Charles  W.  KetteP,  39  Chest- 
nut street,  R.  Deputy  Cleik,  James  F.  Wall.  68 
Henlev  street,  R.  Inspectors  John  P.  Reynolds,  18 
Chelsea  street,  D.;  Patrick  W.  Manley,  31%  Chelsea 
street,  R.    Deputy  Inspectors,   Dennis  J.  Linehan,  6 
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Mechanic  street,  D.;  William  H.  C.  "Robertson,  16 
Mt.  Vernon  street,  R. 

Precinct  3— Warden,  Geo.  H.  Ciammans,  6  Monu- 
ment avenue,  K.  Deputy  Warden,  E.  Gerry  Brown, 
12  Thompson  street,  R.  Clerk,  James  F.  McCarthy, 
112  Main  street,  D.    Deputy  Clerk,  Frank  T.  Power, 

1  Seminary  place,  D.  '  Inspectors,  Howard  Gold- 
smith, 52  Soley  street,  R.;  Michael  J.  O'Brien,  31 
Bow  street,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Walter  C.  Pres- 
cott,  6  Washington  street,  R.;  John  H.  Kavanagb,  8 
Monument  avenue,  D. 

Precinct  4— Warden,  Michael  Murphy,  38  Law- 
rence street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  Samuel  Clark,  212 
Mam  street,  U.  Clerk,  James  C.  Stoddard,  21  Sulli- 
van street,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  Charles  A.  Walker,  5 
Washington  street,  R.  Inspectors,  Robert  F.  Den- 
ver, 11  Chapman  street,  D.;  Horatio  B.  Dunnells,  2 
Wood  street,  R.  Deputv  Inspector--,  John  F.  Corri- 
gau,  Jr.,  65  Austin  street,  D.;  Edwin  D.  Sibley,  32 
Adams  street,  R. 

Ward  Six. 

Precinct  V— Warden,  William  F.  Grace,  81  Prince 
street,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  Frank  F.  Cook,  123 
Salem  street,  R.  Clerk,  Thomas  F.  Greeu,  50  Hull 
street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  John  T.  Fowle,  13  Mar- 
garet street,  D.  Inspectors,  Charles  W.  .Vlason,  6 
Phipps  place,  R.;  Richard  H.  Hickey,  12  Foster 
street,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Jeremiah  J.  Rohan,  12 
Unity  street,  R. ;  Daniel  G.  Mahoney,  1  Washburn 
place,  D. 

Precinct  2— Warden.  John  Hartnett,  38  Charter 
street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  Austin  Quigley,  1  War- 
land  place,  D.  Clerk,  Frederick  M.  Moro,  238  Hano- 
ver ^reet,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  William  H.  iVlott,  20 
Hcnchmun  street,  R. *  Inspectors,  Michael   J.  Cox, 

2  Hrrland  place.  L).;  William  J.  Burnett,  12  Foster 
street,  R.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Daniel  Sullivan,  22 
Henchman  street,  D.;  Patrick  Hughes,  Jr.,  3  Green- 
ough  lane,  R. 

Precincc3— Warden,  Patrick  F.  Reynolds,  14  North 
Bennet  street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  William  F. 
Haley,  33  Fleet  street,  D.  Clerk,  Charles  E.  Miley, 
9  Greenough  lane,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  William  C. 
Donovan,  91  Prince  street,  R.  Inspectors,  Michael 
J.  Houghton,  20  North  square,  D.;  Henry  E.  Sump- 
ter,  10  Prince  street,  R.  "Deputy  Inspectors,  Thomas 
J.  Murphy,  59  Prince  street,  D.; Thomas  O'Flaherty, 
33  Clark  street,  R. 

Precinct  4— Warden,  Albert  M.  Marden,  23  Unity 
street,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  Charles  Ruhl,  20  Unity 
street,  R.  Clerk,  William  Ahem,  3  Powers  court, 
D.  Deputy  Clerk,  John  J.  Marshall,  63  Cross  street, 
D.  Inspectors,  Charles  J.  McHugh,  8  Vernon  place, 
R. ;  William  F.  Gainey,  57  Fleet  street,  D.  Deputy 
Inspectors,  John  Ruhl,  20  Unity  street.  R.;  John  E. 
Monahan,  138  Fleet  street,  D. 

Ward  Seven. 

Precinct  1— Warden,  Frank  H.  Cole,  116  Salem 
street,  R.  Deputy  Wardeu,  William  H.  Foster,  116 
Salem  street,  R.  Clerk,  Matthew  Ryan,  4  Stillman 
street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  William  Corey,  72  Salem 
street,  D.  Inspectors,  Abbott  Rolfe,  Derby  House, 
R. ;  James  F.  Malone,  94  Prince  street,  D.  Deputy 
Inspectors,  Charles  H.  .Miner,  7  Baldwiu  place,  R.; 
Thomas  H.  Farron,  34  Cross  street,  D. 

Precinct  2 — Warden,  John  Pattison,  104  Prince 
street,  D.  Deputv  Warden,  Jaine-  J.  McGonagle, 
210  Eudicott  street,  D.  Clerk,  Peter  F.  McDonough, 
Ik  Morton  stre-t,  R.  Depute  Clerk,  James  F. 
Welch,  72  X.  Margin  street,  R.  Inspectors,  William 
J.  Brogan,  06  ST.  Margin  street,  D.;  Jaiue^  J. 
McShane,  149  Endicott  street,  R.  Deputy  Inspec- 
tors, Henry  J.  Walkins,  111  Charlestown  street,  D.; 
Daniel  E.  Savage,  D. 

Precinct  3 — Warden,  George  G.  Perry,  Derby 
House,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  Emery  F.  Southern,  2 
Lyman  street,  It.  Clerk,  George  E.  Flynn,  11  Pitts 
street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  Daniel  J.  Duffy,  60  Endi- 
cott street.  D.  Inspectors,  Milton  A.  Kent,  Qumcy 
House  R.;  John  Sullivan,  Mi  Endicott  street,  D. 
Deputy  Inspectors,  Frederick  W.  Turner,  25  Cam- 
bridge street,  H.;  John  .YIcNiff,  8  Cross  street,  D. 

Precinct  4— Warden,  John  M.  Hurley,  191  Friend 
street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  Daniel  Gallagher,  94 
Herrimac  street,  D.  Clerk,  Nathaniel  U.  Walker, 
Derby  Souse,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  George  B.  Simp- 
son, 76  Merrimac  street,  R.  Inspectors,  Bartholo- 
mew J.  Cutter,  124  Charlestown  street,  D.:  Moses  C. 
Greene,  69  Greene  street,  R.  Deputy  Inspectors, 
Lawrence  A.  Jacobs,  56  Norman  street,  l>. ;  Leighton 
Baker,  Derby  House,  R. 

'     Ward  Eight. 

Precinct  1— Warden,  Frederick  G.Pearce,  6  Spring 
street.R.  Deoutv  Warden,  Alfred  C.  Pike,  17  Auburn 
street,  It.  Clerk,  Henry  J.  U'Brien,  21  Eaton  street, 
D.    Deputy  Clerk,  David  A.  Latham,  23  Blossom 


street,  D.  Inspectors,  Charles  E.  Clark,  51  Allen 
street,  R.  Jouu  M.  Doherty,  45  Alleu  street,  D. 
Deputy  Inspectors,  William  K.  Whitney,  19  Blossom 
street,  R.;  Frank  H.  Turner,  13  Eaion  street,  D. 

Precinct  2— Warden,  William  F.  Lowe,  2  Leverett 
avenue,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  William  J.  Chittick, 
363  Charles  street.  D.  Clerk,  Frederick  L.  Coates, 
33  Spring  street,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  James  W.  Fearce. 
6  Spring  street,  R.  Inspectors,  Charles  A.  Murray, 
90  Hrighton  street,  D. ;  Henry  N.  Leavens,  59  N. 
Russell  8tceet,R.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Nicholas  Stouc, 
30  Auburn  street,  D. ;  Charles  W.  Howe,  393  Charles 
street,  R. 

Precinct  3 — Warden,  Luther  L.  Jenkins,  32  Allen 
street,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  Frank  Baxter,  6  Spring 
street,  R.  Clerk,  Richard  P.  Harrington,  26  Spring 
street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  James  T.  Armstrong,  62 
Leverett  street,  D.  Inspectors,  Frederick  P.  Ham. 
20  Lyode  street,  R.;  Owen  Rogan,  96  Leverjtt 
street,  I).  Deputy  Inspectors,  Hartson  A.  Bacheller, 
1  Melrose  place,  U. ;  Thomas  Hefleren,  169  Chambers 
street,  D. 

Precinct  4— Warden,  Richard  J.Murrav,  71  Lowell 
street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  Jame*  F.  Daley,  85  Low- 
ell street, D.  Clerk,  Samuel  Elder,  52  Leverett  street, 
R.  Deputy  Clerk,  Joseph  S.  Parker,  82  Leverett 
street,  R.  Inspectors,  J onn  H.  Regan,  44  Brighton 
street,  D.;  Frank  E.  Jeffrey,  401  Charles  street,  R. 
Deputy  Inspectors,  John  Munroe,  157  Leverett 
street,  D. ;  Alfred  Brown,  76  Leverett  street,  R. 
Ward  Nine. 

Precinct  1 — Warden,  George  L.  Ruffin,  170  Cam- 
bridge street,  R.  Deputy  Wardeu,  William  P. 
Blake,  21  West  ( ;edar  street,  R.  Clerk,  Daniel  Car- 
roll, 49  River  street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  Dominick 
Toy,  15  Charles  street,  D.  Inspectors,  Hamilton  S. 
Smith,  86  Pinckney  street,  R. ;  James  B.  F.  Thomas, 
64  Chestnut  street,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Julius  C. 
Chappelle,  2  Acorn  street,  R.;  Patrick   O'Louuhlin, 

42  Charles  street,  D. 

Precinct  2— Warden,  John  1*.  Barnard,  Jr.,  22 
Myrtle  street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  John  J.  O'Don- 
nell,  129  Myrtle  street,  D  Clerk,  Joseph  C.  Greeley, 
109  Pinckney  street,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  George  Wig- 
glesworth,  133  Mt.  Vernon  street,  R.  Inspectors, 
Wallace  Spooner,  9  South  Russell  street,  D.;  Charles 
Alary,  Jr.,  3  Spruce  street,  R.  Deputy  In- 
spectors, Harry  G.  Hurll,  51  South  Russell  street, 
D.;  Herbert  L.  bardiug,  3  Spruce  street,  R. 

Precinct  3— Warden, "Francis  S.  Howard,  37  Grove 
street,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  Edward  A.  Hammond, 
36  S.  Russell  street,  R.  Clerk,  James  A.  Punch,  3 
Garden-street  court,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  John  H. 
Kelieher,  38  Garden  street,  D.  Inspectors,  E.  George 
Biddle,  40  Irving  street,  R.;  Win.  O'Brien,  2  Garden- 
street  court,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Andrew  B.  Lar- 
timore,  30  Garden  street,  R.;  Daniel  Kelly,  2  Chanip- 
ney  place,  D. 

Precinct  4 — Warden, Andrew  J,  Gilligan,  8  Cypress 
street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  Dennis  J.  Crowly',  29  N. 
Anderson  street,  D.  Clerk,  George  R.  Shaw,  158 
Mt.  Vernon  street,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  Win.  H.  Rich- 
ardson, '03  Revere  street,  R.  Inspectors,  Maurice 
Reardon,  8  Blossom  street,  D. ;  James  W.  Robinson, 

43  Revere  street,  R.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Thos.  Jor- 
dan, 22  N.  Anderson  street,  D.:  Irving  Winslow,  53 
Chestnut  street,  R. 

Ward  Ten. 

Precinct  1— Warden,  J.  Edward  Robertson,  8  Derne 
street,  R.  Deputy  Warden.  Edward  Sullivan,  82 
Tempie  street,  R.  Clerk,  Charles  W.  Thompson,  2 
Temple  street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  Charles  Coleman, 
Temple  street,  D.  Inspectors,  Joseph  B.  Ames,  5 
Allston  street,  R.;  Amos  K.  Tiden,  Bowdoin  street, 
D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Fred.  L.  Jaquith,  52  Temple 
street.  R. ;  John  E.  S.  Damrell,  47  Hancock  street,  D. 

Precinct  2— Warden,  William  E.  Bicunell,  43  Som- 
erset street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  William  T.  Park, 
Montgomery  place,  D.  Clerk,  George  S.  Wellman, 
26  Pemberton  square,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  Francis  M. 
Griffin,  11  Allston  street,  R.  Inspectors,  Charles  W. 
Sanderson,  7  Asnburtou  place,  D.:  Charles  W.James, 
26  Pemberton  square,  R.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Francis 
Milliken,  14  Province  court,  D.;  Emil  A.  Grothusen, 
1  Beacon  street,  R. 

Precinct  3— Warden,  William  P.  Shreve,  175  Tre- 
nmnt  street,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  Geo.  A.  Beuiuue, 
166  Treuiojt  street,  R.  Clerk,  Charles  E.  Inues,  1 
Hersey  place,  D.  Deputv  Clerk,  Benj.  F.  Milward, 
13  Beach  street,  D.  Inspectors,  George  W.  Dresser, 
24  Boylston  street,  R.;  Louis  P.  Ober,  Jr.,  3  Winter 
ph*e,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Nelson  W.  Bush,  642 
Washington  street,  R.;  Epbrann  Decoster,  671  Wash- 
ington street,  D. 

Precinct  4— Warden,  P.  J.  O'Daly,  2  Harrison  ave- 
nue, D.  Deputv  Wardeu,  Henry  N.  Stone,  18  Ediu- 
boro'  street,  D.    Clerk,  James  F.  Enright,  9  Hudson 
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street,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  George  W.  Kerjyon,  11 
Tyler  street,  R.  Inspectors,  Martin  Bowling,  73 
Harrison  avenue,  D.;  Roswell  C.  Murch,  80  Harri- 
son avenue,  R.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Owen  J.  Galla- 
gher, 63  Beach  street,  D. ;  Albert  A.  Christian,  16 
Tyler  street,  R. 

Ward  Eleven. 

Precinct  1 — Ellis  L.  Motte,  389  Beacon  street,  R. 
Deputy  Warden,  Abbott  Lawrence,  Jr.,  5  Common- 
wealth avenue,  R.  Clerk,  Frederick  Dabnev,  411 
Beacon  street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  Fletcher  M.  Ab- 
bott, 317  Commonwealth'  avenue,  D.  Inspectors, 
Grenville  H.  Norcross,  9  Commonwealth  avenue,  R. ; 
Frederick  H.  Prince,  311  Beacon  street,  D.  Deputy 
Inspectors,  Arthur  B.  Ellis,  106  Marlborough  street, 
R.;  George  W.  Preston,  27  Hereford  street.,  D. 

Precinct  2— Warden,  Charles  E.  Brooks,  130  Boyl- 
ston  street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  Charles  Pfaff,  145 
Boylston  street,  D.  Clerk,  Timothy  T.  Sawyer,  Jr., 
25  St.  James  avenue,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  Albert  R. 
Whittier,  16  Commonwealth  avenue,  R.  Inspectors, 
Arthur  D.  Ball,  26  Newbury  streets,  D.;  Charles  C. 
Badlani,  10  St.  James  avenue,  R.  Deputy  Inspec- 
tors, Frederick  Brooks,  130  Boylston  stieet,  D 
Charles  T.  Carruth,  79  Newbury  stieet,  R. 

Precinct  3 — Warden,  Samuel  Cocisens,  19  Winches- 
ter street,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  Sumner  Ames,  35 
Fayette  street,  R.  <  !lerk,  Charles  J.  Dowri,  51  Church 
street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  John  E.  Sweeney,  10  Pied- 
mont street,  D.  Inspectors,  James  H.  Page,  213 
Pleasant  street,  R.;  Daniel  J.  O'Brien,  14  Winches- 
ter street,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Luke  J.  Page,  211 
Pleasant  street,  R.;  James  Conner,  108  Warrentou 
street,  D. 

Precinct  4— Warden,  Samuel  W.  Creech,  Jr..  300 
Columbus  avenue,  R.  Deputy  Waraen,  Charles  J. 
Page,  3  Buckingham  street.  It.  Clerk,  Johu  Colter, 
30  Melrose  street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  John  P.  Hef- 
fernan,  42  Church  street,  D.  Inspectors,  Matthew 
H.  Grabatn,  1  Casenove  place,  R.;  Timothy  P.  Hef- 
fernan,  42  Church  street,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors, 
Frank  E.  Zerrahn,  130  Chandler  street,  R,;  Thomas 
J.  McCleary,  11  Edgerly  place,  D. 

Precinct 5—  Warden,  Josiah  W.  Hayden,15Holyoke 
street,  D.  Deputv  Warden,  James  P.  Mullen,  14 
Berwick  park,  D.  Clerk,  Arthur  P.  French,  241  W. 
Canton  street,  K.  Deputy  Clerk,  Horace  Dodd, 
225  W.  Canton  street,  R.  lospectors,  Daniel  G. 
Finnerty,  345  Columbus  avenue,  D.;  Stephen  W. 
Harmon,  14  Yarmouth  street, R.  Deputy  Inspectors, 
James  B.  McAloon,  220  W.Canton  street,  D.;  Joseph 
H.  Carter,  11  Yarmouth  street,  R. 

Ward  Twelve. 

Precinct  1— Warden,  Jeremiah  A.  Reardon,  318 
Federal  street,  D  Deouty  Warden,  William  T. 
Burke,  17  Shaving  street,  D.  Clerk,  Alfred  I.  Wood- 
bury, 857  Washington  street,  R.  Deputy  Clerk, 
Charles  B.  Dodge,  152  Tyler  street,  R.  Inspectors, 
Daniel  O'Conuell,  1  Linwood  place,  D.:  Joseph  Far- 
quliar,  4  Nassau  street,  R.  Deputy  Inspectors^ 
Daniel  D.  Duff,  15  Shaving  street,  D. ;  Thomas  Lavin, 
4  Wharf  street,  R. 

Precinct  2— Warden,  William  D.  Mills,  28  Carver 
street,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  Michael  H.  Enright,  47 
Hudson  street,  R.  Clerk,  Dennis  J.  Sexton,  4  Cove 
place,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  Edward  F.  Powers,  337  Fed- 
eral street,  D.  Inspectors,  Joel  H.  Saunders,  138 
Tyler  street,  R.;  Frederick  A.  Robinson,  1  Holland 
place,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Howard  F.  Marcy,  22 
Common  street,  R.;  James  H.  Lallv,  12Hndson  street, 
D. 

Precinct  3— Warden,  Jos.  S.  Olds,  74  Essex  street, 
D.  Deputy  Warden,  Henry  G.  McCall,  98  Hudson 
street,  D.  Clerk,  Charles  C  Wellman,  36  Common 
street,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  Allen  S.  Lowell,  138  Tyler 
street,  R.  Inspectors,  Charles  C.  Wbeelock,  12  Ben- 
net  street,  D.;  George  A.Hardy,  805  Washington 
street,  R.  Deputy  Inspectors,  William  A.  McGui- 
ness,  12  Bennett  street,  D.;  Henry  Beal,  20  Warren- 
ton  street,  R. 

Precinct  4 — Warden,  Francis  W.  Ryder,  181  Harri- 
son avenue,  R.  Deputv  Warden,  Albert  K.  Brown, 
23  Warrenton  street,  R.  Clerk,  Jonathan  C.  Ela,  139 
Eliot  street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  Nicholas  J.  Cuin- 
mings,  22  Common  street,  D.  Inspectors,  Charles  H. 
Dodge,  23iCommon  street,  R.;  Patrick  M.  Cutter,  33 
Oak  street,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Frederick  W. 
Schlimper,  5  Boylston  place,  R.;  John  C.  Flynn,  17 
Nassau  street,  D. 

Ward  Thirteen. 

Precinct  1— Warden,  William  H.  Backman,  110 
West  riourth  street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  Thomas 
Phipps,  Jr.,  9  Colony  street,  D.  Cleik,  John  How- 
ard, 35  Colony  street,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  Thomas 
Milligan,  18  Ontario  street,  R.  Inspectors,  Patrick 
J.  Nee,  117  Dorcbester  avenue,  D. ;   Samuel  B.  Holt, 


73  A  street,  R.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Michael  J. 
Griffin,  23  Colony  street,  D.;  James  M.  Demeritt,  364 
Broadway,  R. 

Precinct  2— Warden,  John  Hall,  Jr.,  100  C  9treet,  R. 
Deputy  Warden,  Robert  Schouler,  270  West  Broad- 
way, R.  Clerk,  Francis  G.  Haley,  145  West  Fourth 
street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  Edward  C.  J^eonard,  41 
Silver  street,  D.  Inspectors,  Charles  E.  Holt,  73  A 
street,  R.;  James  E.  Pray,  145  West  Fourth  street, 
D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  John  Q.  A.  McDonald,  215 
Athens  street,  R.;  Joseph  H.  Morrissey,  21  A 
street,  D. 

Precinct  3— Warden,  Patrick  Wiilock,  138  D  street, 
D.  Deputy  Waraen,  Charles  H.  Coakley,  146  Athens 
street,  D.  Clerk,  Edward  F.  Higgins;  HI  B  street, 
R.  Deputy  Clerk,  Edward  M.  Baser,  253  West 
Broad-way  R.  Inspectors,  William  J.  Kelley,  100 
Bowen  street,  D. ;  Charles  H.  Turner,  rear  111  B  street, 
R,  Deputy  Inspectors,  Hugh  O'Brien,  34  West  Sixth 
street,  D. ;  Charles  Telless,  167  Athens  street,  R. 

Precinct  4— Waiden,  Aimer  F.  Locke,  214  Athens 
street,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  George  W.  Goodwin 
242%  Broadway,  R.  Clerk,  Thomas  F.  Griffin,  195 
Athens  street,  D.;  Deputy  Cl^rk,  John  F.  Mungovan, 
261  W.  4th  street,  D.  Inspectors,  George  E.  S. 
Simpson,  229  W.  Broadway,  R. ;  James  Phealan,  66 
Tudor  street,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Ralph  A. 
Ostberg.  176  W.  Sixth  street,  R. ;  Daniel  J.  Manning, 
119  W.  Fifth  street,  D. 

Precinct  5 — Warden,  Francis  L.  Ford,  233  W. 
Third  street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  Alex.  W.  Stowell, 
183  D  street,  D.  Clerk,  Henry  C.  Steltz,  Jr.,  8  Lovis 
street,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  Charles  H.  Pfeffer,  330 
Fourth  street,  R.  Inspectors,  Edward  F.  Maguire, 
193  D  street,  D.;  James  A.  Hoyt,  346  W.  Fourth 
street,  R.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Robert  C.  Murray,  172 
W.  Sixth  street,  D. ;  James  Scarborough,  270  E street, 
R. 

Ward  Fourteen. 
Precinct  1— Warden,  Daniel  J.  Doherty.  335  E 
street,  D.  Deputy  Waraen,  Jeremiah  Sullivan,  315 
Third  street,  D.  Clerk,  Frank  A.  Haosconi,  118 
Dorchester  street,  R.  Deputy  Clerk.  Hubert 
Pope,  96  G  street,  R.  Inspectors,  John  J.  Rice, 
99  Dove  street,  D. ;  Hiram  E.  Fuller,  456  E.  Broad- 
way, R.  Deputy  Inspectors,  John  J.  Conley,  418  W. 
Second  street,  D.;  Charles  A.  Alexander,  100  Dor- 
chester street,  R. 

Precinct  2— Warden,  Robert  F.  Means,  422  E.  Sixth 
street.  R.  Deputy  Warden.  Beuj.  James,  Jr.,  525  E. 
Fourth  street,  R.  Clerk,  John  J.  Crawford,  60  G 
street.  D.;  Deputy  Clerk,  Edward  Hovnes,  116  G 
street,  D.  Inspectors,  Charles  B.  Crooker,  62  G  St., 
R,;  John  J.  Bucklev,  469  Eighth  street,  D.  Deputy 
Inspectors,  Charles  W.  Soule,  2  E.  Fifth  street,  R.; 
Walter  Jenney,  55  G  street,  D. 

Precinct  3— Warden,  John  H.  Howarl,  620  Broad- 
way, D.  Deputy  Warden,  William  A.  Daly,  161 1 
street,  D.  Clerk,  David  L.  White,  582  E.  Fourth 
street,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  Frank  J.  Williams,  662  E. 
Broadway,  K.  Inspectors,  Marshall  Gordon,  1  Bay 
View  place,  D.;  Cnaries  P.  Renfrew,  555  E.  Seventh 
street,  R.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Robert  H.  Hyde,  170 
I  street,  D.;  George  H.  tferuald,  624  E.  Broadway. 
R. 

Precinct  4— Warden,  Henry  S.  Hobbs.  220  K  street, 
R.  Deputy  Warden,  John  S.  E.  Hutchins,  745  E. 
Broadway,  R.  Clerk,  Bernard  L.  Fitzpatrick,  618  E. 
Seventh  street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  Patrick  E.  Rock, 
685  E.  Eighth  street.  D.  Inspectors,  Lewis  C.  Tib- 
bets,  609  E.  Sixth  street,  R.;  Thon_as  Kennedy,  606 
Eighth  street,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Galen  Poole, 
748  E.  Broadway,  R.;  Frank  R.  Frizzell,  158  K  street, 
D. 

PreMnct  5 — Warden,  Jerome  S.  Macdon?ld,  56  P 
street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  Joseph  G.  Leonard,  795 
Fourth  street,"  D.  Clerk,  Elmer  H.  Crooker,  8  Jay 
street,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  Charles  O.  Crane,  840  East 
Fourth  street.  R.  Inspectors,  Frederick  J.  Smitn, 
153  O  street,  D. ;  Francis  J.  Baxter,  822  East  Fifth 
street,  R.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Edgar  Aveling,  879 
Fourth  street,  1'.;  George  G.  MorrisT874  East  Fourth 
street,  R. 

Ward  Fifteen. 
Precinct  1— Warden,  Edwin  H.  Lord,  275  Dorches- 
ter street,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  Charle9  H.  Delano, 
235  Dorchester  street,  R.  Clerk,  Peter  H.  Keirigan, 
129  West  Seventh  street,D.  Deputy  Clerk,  Michael  J. 
Duffy,  7  Cottage  street,  D.  Inspectors,  Charles  A. 
Greene,  235  Dorchester  street, "R.;  William  F.Al- 
len, 203  West  Ninth  street,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors, 
Richard  King,  Jr.,  8  Clapp  street,  R.;  Patrick  J. 
Smith,  159  West  Eighth  street,  D. 

Precinct  2— Warden,  Horace  Smith,  389  West 
Fourth  street,  R.  Deputv  Warden,  George  N.  Noyes, 
2d,  397  Fourth  street,  R.  *  Clerk,  Henry^E.  Lappen. 
296  West  Fifth  street,  D.    Deputy  Clerk.  Edward 
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Smith,  -73  West  Fifth  street,  D.  Inspectors,  Orange 
T.  Taylor,  122  F  street,  R.;  Robert  Gavagan,  259 
Boweo  street,  D.  Deputv  Inspectors,  James  W. 
Harlow,  102  West  Seventh  street,  R.;  Thomas  N. 
Ferguson,  151  Dorchester  street,  D. 

Precinct  3—  Warden,  James  T.  Tighe,  22  Telegraph 
street,  1).  Deputy  Warden,  Michael  Walsh,  28  Tele- 
graph street,  D.  Clerk,  Frank  F.  Woods,  14ti  Dor- 
chester street,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  Arthur  E.  Gill,  204 
Dorcnestei  street,  R.  Inspectors,  Thomas  J.  Train- 
er, 244  W.  Eighth  street,  D. ;  Frank  A.  Rowell,  331 
E.  Eighth  street,  R.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Michael  J. 
Riley,  234  Dorchester  street,  D.;  William  T.Laphaui, 
12  Mercer  street,  R. 

Precinct  4— Warden,  Patrick  F.  Burke,  4  Vinton 
street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  Philip  P.  Connelley,  19 
Rogers  street,  D.  Clerk,  Nathaniel  T.  Allen,  388 
Dorchester  street,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  William  H. 
Flyun,  601  Dorchester  avenue,  R.  Inspectors,  Jacob 
Hablitz,  15  Wendell  street,  D.;  Edward  R.  McLarin, 
600  Dorchester  avenue,  R.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Wil- 
liam L'umungham,  788  Dorchester  avenue,  D.;  Wil- 
liam Pray,  335  Dorchester  street,  R. 
Ward  Sixteen. 

Precinct  1— Warden,  Michael  B.  O'G-rady,  78  Al- 
bany street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  Michael  .1 .  Mur- 
ray ,85  Village  street,  D.  Clerk,  Frank  Adler,  36 
Kirk  land  street,  R  Deputy  Clerk,  David  Maguire, 
63  Indiana  street,  R.  Inspectors,  Daniel  S.  O'Brien, 
6  Paul  street,  D.;  Frank  L.  Union,  Hotel  Addison, 
422  Tremont  street,  K.  Deputy  Inspectors,  James 
Reddiugton,  29  Porter  street,  D.;  Charles  H.  Prince, 
21  Wheeler  street,  R. 

Piecnict  2— -Warden,  Timothy  Donovan,  66  Mid- 
dlesex street,  D.  Deputv  Warden,  Patrick  McCabe, 
23  Chapman  street,  D.  Clerk,  David  C.  Sisson,  Hotel 
Cherry,  K.  Deputy  Clerk,  Henry  W.  Savage,  152 
Shaw m ut  avenue,  R.  Inspectors,  James  Donovan, 
67  Em-iald  street,  D.;  Hillard  L.  Goodale,  22  In. 
(liana  place,  R,  Deputy  Inspectors,  Peter  W, 
Murphy,  341  Harrison  avenue,  D.;  William  B.  Allan 

11  Indiana  place,  R. 

Precinct  3— Warden,  William  W.  Campbell,  328 
Harrison  avenue,  R.  Depp ty  Warden,  Andrew  J. 
McAuliffe,  3  Calvert  place,  X  Clerk,  James  F. 
Malley,  332  Harrison  avenue,  D.  Deputy  Clerk, 
John  "F.  O -Veil,  12  Oswego  street,  D.  Inspectors, 
.Nathaniel  Hamilton,  9  Albion  street,  K.;  John  J. 
acollaid,  13  Way  street,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors, 
Arthur  F.  Neale,  71  Dover  street,  R.;  Henry  Crow- 
ley, 2  Genessee  street,  D. 

Precinct  4— Warden,  Ben]".  F.  Dewing,  11  Mill'ord 
street,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  James  F.  Marston,  248 
Shawmut  avenue.  R.  Clerk,  Thomas  F.  Ferris,  14 
OJrnton  street,  D.    Deputy  Clerk,  Daniel  A.  Duggan, 

12  Gloucester  place,  D.  Inspectors,  Daniel  W.  Tyler, 
67  Dover  street,  R.;  Thomas  H.  Heam,  411  Harrison 
avenue,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Charles  F.  Webber, 
41  Dwight  street,  R.;  Peter  O'Daly,  127  East  Dover 
street,  D. 

Ward  Seventeen. 

Precinct  1  —  William  H.  Cundy,  127  Warren 
avenue,  D.  Deputv  Warden,  J.  Stuart  MacCorry , 
633  Tremont  street,  D.  Clerk,  Charles  C.  Ryder  147 
\Y.  Canton  Btreet,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  Edward  A. 
CutUr,  148  W.  Canton  street,  R.  Inspectors,  Wil- 
liam Gordon,  66  Appleton  street,  D.;  Charles  B. 
Johnston,  11  Lawrence  9treet,  R.  Deputy  Inspec- 
tors, Edward  J.  Flanagan,  136  W.  Canton  street,  D. ; 
James  E.  Reid,  67  Warren  avenue,  R. 

Precinct  2— Warden,  Thomas B.  McLaughlin,  73  W 
Canton  street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  James  P.  Nea- 
;_'le,  a  Newland  street,  D.  Clerk,  Henry  J.  Parker, 
23  Hauson  street,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  Charles  F.  Fay, 
54s  Tremont  street,  R.  Inspectors,  William  H. 
Treanor,  6  Newland -treet,  D.;  Edward  E.  Leland, 
506  Tremont  street,  R.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Michael 
J.  Crowley,  15  Tabian  street,  D.;  Frederick  F.  Read, 
I  remont  street,  R. 

Precinct  3 — Warden,  Nathaniel  Wales.  1489  Wash- 
ington street,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  William  H. 
Vuille.  21  Upton  street.  R."  Clerk,  James  J.  Lani- 
gan,  47  E.  Dedliam  street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  John 
H.  UoGonagle,  47  E.  Dedliam  street,  b.  Inspectors, 
Franklin  F.  Rouudy,  22  W.Cant.u  street,  R.;  Heurv 
Doberty,  647  Harrison  avenue,  D.  Deputy  Inspec- 
tors, Otis  Kimball,  63  Brookline  street,  B.J  Theodore 
Kratt,  17  Maiden  s'reet,  D. 

Precinct  4—  Warden,  Charles  W.  P.  Nichols,  326 
Shawmut  avenue,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  William  II. 
Baldwin,  10  I'niou  Park  street,  R.  Clerk,  Edward 
¥ .  Lally,  65'J  Harrison  avenue,  D.  Deputy  Clerk, 
John  8.  Loouey,  507  Harrison  avenue,  D.  Inspect- 
ors, Alpheu-  Baniord,  16  Upton  street,  It.;  Dennis 
E,  Sullivan,  638  Harrison  avenue,  D.  Deputy  In- 
spectors, James  F  Bal>cock,  10  Rollins  street,  R.; 
Henry  J.  Egan,  Union  Pant  street,  D. 


Ward  Eighteen. 

Precinct  1— Warden,  George  A.  King,  18  Welling- 
ton street,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  John  F.  Colby,  1 
Wellington  street,  R.  Clerk,  Eugene  G.  Ayer,  170 
West  Chester  park,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  Nathaniel  L. 
Webber,  741  Tremont  street,  D.  Inspectors,  Arthur 
B.  Clapp,  16  Concord  square,  R.;  William  C.  Pfaft, 
77  Rutland  square,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Charles 
W.Blodgett,  8  Rutland  square,  R.;  George  F.  Quig- 
ley,  214  West  Springlield  street,  D. 

Precinct  2 — Warden,  James  C.  Laughton,  146  West 
Concord  street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  Louis  J. 
Miller,  126  Pembroke  street,  D.  Clerk,  Henry  Frost, 
664  Tremont  street,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  Charles  V. 
Cox,  451  Shawmut  avenue,  R.  Inspectors,  Joseph 
A.  Swendeman,  55  Newland  street,  D.;  Henry  S, 
Stanton,  1710  Washington  street,  R.  Deputy  In- 
spectors, Frank  H.  Mullen,  116  Pembroke  street,  D.; 
A.  Pierce  Green,  423  Shawmut  avenue,  R. 

Precinct  3 — Warden,  James  P.  Bracken,  51  Cam- 
den street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  John  \.  Wern,  108 
West  Springfield  street,  D.  Clerk,  Thomas  H. 
Armstrong,  85  W.  Springfield  St.,  R.  Deputy  Clerk, 
George  H.  Crowell,  51  Chester  square,  R.  Inspec- 
tors, James  F.  Meloy,  53  Camden  street,  D. ;  Rutus 
L.  Berry,  105  West  Springfield  street,  R.  Deputy 
Inspectors,  Orlin  A.  Holbrook,  5  Cumston  street,  D.; 
A.  Park  Boyce,  91  Camden  street,  R. 

Precinct  4 — Warden,  Charles  R.  Dane,  60  Ches- 
ter Park,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  Oliver  C.  Stev- 
ens, 7  East  Newton  street,  R.  Clerk  Charles  W. 
Wilder,  Jr.,  1  Worcester  square,  D.  Deputy  Clerk, 
John  B.  Babcoek,  Jr.,  12  East  Chester  Park,  D.  In- 
spectors, Uriah  A.  Pollard,  St.  James  Hotel,  R. ; 
Charles  P.  Devine,  124  Northampton  street,  D.  Dep- 
uty Instectors,  Wm.  P.  Taylor,  60  Chester  park,  R.; 
Thomas  Crockett,  9  Walnut  place,  D. 

Ward  Nineteen. 

Precinct  1 — Warden,  Moses  Berger,  1059  Tremont 
street,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  Meyer  Myerson,  1995 
Washington  street,  R.  Clerk,  William  Day,  44  Ber- 
lin street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  John  Mocahan,  1323 
Tremont  street,  D.  Inspectors,  William  H.  Wise,  1083 
Tremont  street,  R. ;  John  Madden,  84  Berlin  street, 
D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Edward  T.  Wise,  1083  Tre- 
mont street,  R.:  James  F.  Sullivan,  79  Cabot  street, 
D. 

Precinct  2 — Warden,  John  Lamb,  40  Lenox  street, 
D.  Deputy  Warden,  John  H.  Logue,  22  Northheld 
street,  D.  Clerk,  D.  Walter  Lufkin,  Dexter  House, 
R.  Deputy  Clerk,  i^ewis  G.  Currier,  33  Hammond 
street,  R.  Inspectors,  Jeremiah  O'Brien,  11  Lenox 
street,  D.;  Orriu  P.  Ford,  31  Hammond  street,  R. 
Deputy  Insoectoi's,Jeremiah  Hogan,73  Lenox  s'reet, 
D. ;  Edwin  T.  Nash,  73  Kendall  street,  R. 

Precinct  3— Warden,  William  E.  Shay,  792  Shaw- 
mut avenue,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  Edward  Dowd,  12 
Madison  street,  D.  Clerk,  Martin  G.  Tewksbury,  17 
Madison  street,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  Simon  K. 
Cohen,  9  Windsor  street,  R.  inspectors,  John  Mor- 
ris, 1983  Washington  street,  D.;  John  H.  Kerr,  57 
Hammond  street,  R.  Deputy  Inspectors,  George 
O'Donnell,  794  Shawmut  avenue,  D.;  Joseph  Bleisch- 
witz,  Jr.,  168  Cabot  street,  R. 

Precmct  4 — Warden,  John  Reed,  127  Roxbury 
street,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  Thomas  J.  A.  Nugent, 
55  Sawyer  street,  R.  Clerk,  Richard  Delahanty,  116 
Vernon  street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  Thomas  F.'Slat- 
tery,  123  Vernon  street,  D.  Inspectors,  Michael  J. 
Capelle,  9  Clifton  place,  R.;  Thomas  W.  Shea,  195 
Vernon  street,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Granville  E. 
Olevadoes,  6  Adams  place,  R.;  George  H.Alexan- 
der, 10  Texas  court,  D. 

Ward  Twenty, 

Precinct  1— Warden,  Edward  J.  Hoar,  64  Yeoman 
street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  Thomas  H.  Killion,  17 
Reading  street,  D.  Clerk,  I.  Gilbert  Robbins,  Cot- 
tage place,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  Isaac  H.  Robbins, 
Cottage  place,  R.  Inspectors,  William  H.  Conroy, 
Manning's  yard,  D.;  Herbert  B.  Converse,  Cottage 
street,  R.  Deputy  Inspectors,  John  White,  48  Yeo- 
man street,  D.;  Richard  D.  Clapp,  Boston  street.  R. 

Precinct  2— Warden,  Nathan  S.  Wilbur,  138  Eustis 
street,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  Frank  E.  Ryerson,  296 
Dudley  street,  R.  Clerk,  Herbert  O.  Davis,  368  Dud- 
ley street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  John  F.  Cullen,  83 
Norfolk  avenue,  D.  Inspectors,  Charles  F.  Buttrick, 
290  Eustis  street,  R.;  Andrew  F.  McDermott,  194 
Hampden  street,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Joseph  W 
Cogswell,  26K  Dudley  street,  R.;  Bernard  F.  Faulk 
ner,  35  Norfolk  avenue,  D. 

Precinct  3— Warden,  John  J.  Flannery,  26  Wins- 
low  street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  Michael  J.  McEt- 
triek,  7  Tabor  street,  D.  Clerk,  Heurv  P.  Dennie. 
132  Ziegler  street,  R.  Deputv  Clerk,  John  C.  Tin-ell, 
38  Ziegler  street,  R.    Inspectors,  Daniel   F.  Duffy,  4 
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Webber  3tree',  D.:  George  F.  Seavev,  129  Ziegler 
street,  R.  Deputy  Inspectors,  John  J.  Nawn,  26 
Nawn  street,  D. ;  George  F.  Davis',  116  Ziegler  street,' 
K- 

Precinct  1— Warden,  Edward  A.  Kilhara,  45  Huck- 
ins  avenue,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  Melzar  F.  H. 
Stone,  8  Stafford'  str-et,  R.  Clerk,  Charles  J.  Kid- 
ney, 455  Dudley  street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  Edward 
S.  Co'yle,  285  Norfolk  avenue,  D.  Inspectors,  Robert 
McKelvey,  1  Orchard  Park,  R.;  Charles  E.  Grant,  37 
Forest  street,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  William  T. 
McKechnie,  25  Shirley  street,  R,;  George  J.  Coyle, 
285  Norfolk  avenue,  D. 

Precinct  5— 'Warden,  James  Reardon,  Cherry  court, 
D.  Deputy  Warden,  John  Kelly,  20  Cherrv  street, 
D.  Clerk,  Be'ij.  P.  Coates,  3  Robinson  place,  R. 
Deputy  Clerk,  Herald  A.  Sweetser,  49  Brook  ave., 
R.  Inspectors,  Patrick  J.  Mullen,  102  Quincy  street, 
D.;  William  T.  Hersey,  Berkeley  place,  R.  Deputy 
Inspectors,  Lawrence  H.  Shaughnessey ,  21  Cherry  st , 
D.;  Jacob  Todd,  Columbia  street,  R. 

Ward   Twenty-One. 

Precinct  1— Warden,  M.  Everett  Ware,  6  High- 
laud  avenue,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  Austin  A.  Martin, 
27  Dudley  street,  R.  Clerk,  J.  B.  F.  Emery,  71  Ce- 
dar street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  John  F.  McDonald,  17 
Gardner  avenue,  D.  Inspectors,  Georee  W.  Jackson, 
84  Dudley  street,  R.;  John  B.  Walker,  Jr.,  11  Gard- 
ner avenue,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  James  Goodman, 
Norfolk  House,  R.;  James  R.  Thompson,  13  Gard- 
ner avenue,  L). 

Precinct  2— Warden,  Edward  Scott,  58  Regent 
street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  William  R.  Gray,  13  Re- 
gent street,  D.  Clerk,  Harlow  H.  Thayer,  1  Grosve- 
nor  place,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  Robert  Swift,  23  Cir- 
cuit street,  R.  Inspectors,  Isaac  F.  Nelson,  4  Dana 
place,  D.;  Edward  C.  Hodges,  39  St.  James  street, 
R.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Joseph  H.  Ryau,  44  Cliff 
street,  D.;  Charles  T.  Barry,  25  Alpine  street,  R. 

Precinct  3— Warden,  John  C.  Cook,  12  Rockville 
place,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  Charles  H.  Plimpton, 
Norfolk  House,  R.  Clerk,  Arthur  W.  Wiliard,  88 
Warren  street.  D.  Deputy  Cl3rk,  Harry  P.  Nawn, 
50  Rockland  street,  D.  Inspectors,  John  F.  Newton, 
Jr.,  28  Moreland  street,  R. ;  Xenophon  Goodnough, 
134  Warren  street,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  William 
A.  Goodman,  48  Clifford  street,  R.;  Richard  H. 
Hickey,  19  Warren  place,  D. 

Precinct  4— Warden,  George  B.  Nichols,  123  Wal- 
nut avenue,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  Chester  H.  Car- 
ruth,  486  Warren  street,  D.  Clerk,  William  F. 
Whitcomb,  397  Warren  street,  R.  Deputy  Clei'K, 
George  R.  Wheelock,  94  Bower  street,  R.  Inspec- 
tors, Dennis  Wixtead,  12  Catawna  street,  D.;  Edwin 
W.  Beal,  30  Munroe  street.  R.  Deputv  Inspectors, 
John  J.  Gately,  3  Bower  street,  D.;  Robert  J.  Kirby, 
30  Woodbine  street,  R. 

Precinct  5— Warden,  Michael  J.  Norton,  182  Cen- 
tre street,  D.  Deputy  Wardeu,  John  P.  Kelley,  162 
Pynchon  street,  D.  Clerk,  Samuel  G.  Davis.  120 
Highland  street,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  Alnert  H.  Shedd, 
68  Thornton  street,  R.  Inspectors,  Michael  Free- 
man, Jr.,  35  Fort  avenue,  D.;  Clarence  W.  Buffing- 
ton,  44  Thornton  street,  R.  Deputy  Inspectors, 
Dennis  B.  Cash  man,  3  Beach  Glen  avenue,  D.;  Lu- 
th9r  J.  Davis,  2  Oakland  stieet,  R. 
Ward  Twenty-Two. 

Precinct  1 — Warden,  wnorge  Faul,  10  Mechanic 
street,  R.  Deputv  Warden,  John  George  Balduer, 
46  Ward  street,  R.  Clerk,  Charles  Murphy,  33  Min- 
den  street,  D.  Deputj  Clerk,  Luke  F.  Killion,  18 
Mechanic  street,  D.  Inspectors,  Charles  J.  Blasser, 
29  Russell  court,  R.;  William  F.  Rowe,  497  Parker 
street,  D.  Deputv  Inspectors,  James  L.  Purdon,5 
Avon  place,  R.;  John  W.  Mitchell,  45  Russell  court, 
D. 

Precinct  2 — Warden,  Thomas  F.  Hunt,  64  Conant 
street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  John  F.  Murphy,  5 
Smith  place,  D.  Clerk,  Charles  Liffler,  21  Wiggles- 
worth  street,  K.  Deputy  Clerk,  William  F.  Crafts, 
1679  Tremont  street,  R.  Inspectors,  Thomas  Somer- 
ville,  53  Whitney  street,  D.;  Frank  Tucker,  1617 
Tremont  street,  R.  Deputy  Inspectors,  John  M. 
Klein,  25  Phillips  street,  D.;  Isaac  Cobb,  Burney 
street,  R. 

Precinct  3— Warden,  James  Waldock,  76  Alle- 
ghany street,  R.  Deputy  Warden.  S.  Marshall  Reed, 
Billings  place,  R.  Clerk,  Michael  J.  Killion,  1  Alle- 
ghany street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  Thomas  F.  Lough- 
lin,  Minden  street,  D.  Inspectors,  Jacob  L.  Weinz, 
35  Bickford  street,  R. ;  James  J.  Killion,  9  Menden 
street,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Isaic  F.  Ativood,  At- 
wood  avenue.  R.;  Hugh  Tunny,  39  Bickford  street, 
D. 

Ward  Twenty-Three. 

Precinct  1  —  Warden,    Charles  Dellit,    Boylston 


street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  George  P.  Wein,  Sheri- 
dan avenue,  O.  Clerk,  J.  Harry  Diekerniau,  Lamar  - 
tine  street,  K.  Deputy  Clerk,  Frauk  S.  Pratt,  Pona 
street,  R.  Inspectors,  John  Ellis,  Chestnut  avenue, 
D.;  Gideon  Walker,  Oak  place,  R.  Deputy  Inspect- 
ors, John  McMorrow,  Lamnrtine  street,  D.';  Andrew 
Loring,  Spring  Park  street,  R. 

Precinct  2 — Warden,  Thomas  B.  Ticknor,  Bur- 
roughs street,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  Thomas  W. 
Seaverns,  Jr.,  Harris  avenue,  R.  Clerk,  Hugh  T. 
Kelley,  Green  street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  John  J. 
Tarpey,  Keyes  street,  D.  Inspectors,  Frank  W.  Rey- 
nolds, Orchard  street,  R.;  Martin  Tirrell,  Call  street, 
D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Arthur  Dixwell,  Pond  street, 
~R.;  Alfred  B.  Heath,  Centre  street,  D. 

Precinct  3— Warden,  John  M.  Manning,  Alaric 
street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  William  D.  Hennessey, 
Baker  street,  D.  Clerk,  Henry  C.  Kendall,  Lagrange 
street,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  William  B.  Pearce,  Pleas- 
ant street,  R.  Inspectors,  Charles  H.  Wentworth, 
Montgomery  street,  D.;  George  O.  Allen,  Centre 
street,  R.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Thomas  F.  Cunning- 
ham, Spring  street,  D.;  Jeremiah  A.  Dennett,  Park 
street,  R. 

Precinct  4 — Warden,  Sidney  L.  Burr,  135  School 
street,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  Robert  Thompson,  121 
School  street,  R.  Clerk,  John  Dolan,  Washington 
street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  Edward  Curley,  Washing- 
ton street,  D.  Inspeciors,  George  W.  Layers,  3114 
Washington  street,  R.;  Charles  J.  Dolan,  Boylston 
avenue,  D.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Frank  A.  Rhodes, 
14  Weld  avenue,  R.;  Joseph  M.  Leonard,  Green 
street,  D. 

Precinct  5 — Warden,  Curtis  Clapp,  Florence  street, 
R.  Deputy  Warden,  Thomas  Scholey,  Basto  place, 
R.  Clerk,  William  H.  Cate,  Birch  street,  D.  Deputy 
Clerk;  Martin  Lynch,  Hyde  Park  avenue,  D.  In- 
spectors, Elias  T.  Bowthorpe,  Poplar  street,  R. ; 
Peter  A.  Cunningham,  Mt.  Hope  avenue,  D. 
Deputy  Inspectors,  William  H.  Gleason,  Beach 
street,  R.;  Michael  S-  Morton,  Mt.  Hope  avenue,  D. 
Ward   Twenty-Four. 

Precinct  1— Warden,  John  Pierce.  Payson  avenue. 
R.  Deputy  Warden, FrancisDana,  Glendale  street,R 
Clerk,  Isaac  H.  Davis,  Dorchester  avenue,  D.  Dep- 
uty Clerk,  Edward  J.  O'Brien,  Creek  street,  D. 
Inspectors,  Charles  C.  Adams,  z  Midland  street,  R. ; 
Daniel  Cronan,  Savin-Hill  avenue,  D.  Deputy  In- 
spectors, Samuel  C.  Harris.  Pleasant  street,  R.; 
Patrick  Reddington,  Highland  street,  D. 

Precinct  2 — Warden,  Coolidge  Barnard, Mill  street, 
R  Deputy  Warden,  Andrew  J.  Wheeler,  Dix street, 
R.  Clerk,  John  J.  O'Neil,  Greenwich  street,  D. 
Deputy  Clerk,  Tiros.  Gilligan,  Dorche3ter  avenue,  D, 
Inspectors,  Charles  E.  Folsoai,  Jr.,  3  Rourse.y  street, 
R.;  .rohn  H.  Donovan,  Dorchester  avenue,  D.  Dep- 
uty Inspectors,  Frank  Ordway,  Beach  street,  R.; 
John  Russell,  Adams  street,  D. 

Precinct  3 — Warden,  James  Warren,  Neponset  av- 
enue, D.  Deputy  Warden,  James  Wilson,  Neponset 
avenue,  D.  Clerk,  John  Mears,  Water  street.  R. 
Deputy  Clerk,  D.  Wendell  Bartlett,  High  street,  R. 
Inspectors,  John  Halloran,  Wood  street,  D. ;  James 
F.  Dunbar,  Walnut  street,  R.  Deputy  Inspectors, 
Daniel  Dacey,  Walnut  court,  D. ;  Sanford  Small, 
1  High  street,  R. 

Precinct  4— Warden,  Richardson  Hutchinson,  For- 
est Hill  avenue,  R.  Deputy  Warden,  Royal  Bo.  ton, 
Forest  Hill  avenue,  R.  Clerk,  James  H.  Miller, 
Temple  street  (Mattapan),  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  Thos. 
J.  Dillon,  3  Eagle  Mill  place  (Mattapan),  D.  Inspec- 
tors, George  Everett,  Washington  street,  R. ;  Wm. 
A.  Chamberlain,  River  street  (Mattapan),  D.  Depu- 
ty Inspectors,  John  E.  Swan,  Adams  street,  R.:  Dan- 
iel D.  Scott,  Cedar  street  (Mattapan),  D. 

Precinct  5— Warden,  Wm.  F.  Merritt,  Wheatland 
avenue,  D.  Deputv  Warden,  Daniel  Goodwin,  Ad- 
ams street,  D.  Clerk,  Isaac  H.  Lucas,  Fuller  street, 
R.  Deputv  Clerk,  John  A.  Estabrooks,  23  Mather 
street,  R.  Inspectors,  Michael  Brophy,  Shelton 
street,  D. ;  J.  G.  Young,  Jr.,  Malvern  street,  R. 
Deputv  Inspectors,  Maurice  Dinueen,  Bailey  street, 
D. ;  Frank  W.  Robinson,  Chestnut  avenue,  R. 

Precinct  6— Warden,  George  E.  Hall,  Washington 
street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  Joseph  S.Hyde,  Bow- 
doin  street,  D.  Clerk,  Calvin  G.  Hutchinson,  Wales 
street,  R.  Deputy  Clerk,  Fred.  W.  Lincoln,  Jr., 
Mt.  Everett  street,  R,  Inspectors,  Benj.  A.  Brown, 
Bowdoin  street,  D,  ;  Werner  W.  Berg,  Bowdoiu 
street,  R.  Deputy  Inspectors,  Florence  A.  Lawler, 
Waterloo  street,  D.;  Thos.  D.  Quincy,  Jr..  Geneva 
street,  R. 

Ward  Twenty-Five. 

Precinct  1 — Warden,  James  H.  Rice.  Vernon  place, 
R.  Deputy  Warden,  Nathan  Pike,  Murdock  street, 
R.  Clerk,  Arthur  Woods,  Market  street,  D.  Depu- 
ty Clerk,   Thomas  F.  Muldoon,   Lincoln  street,   D. 
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Inspectors,  Mnnroe  W.  Hatch,  Cambridge  street,  R.; 
John  J.  Keefe,  N.  Beacon  street,  D.  Deputy  Inspec- 
tors, William  E.  Cusbiug,  Mt.  Veinon  avenue,  K.; 
Thomas  .McXamara,  Waverley  street,  D. 

Precinct  2  —  Warden,  Johu  A.  Sawyer,  Ashford 
street,  D.  Deputy  Warden,  James  Ready,  Shepard 
street,  D.  Clerk,  William  W.  Beinis,  Webster  ave- 
nue. K.  Deputy  Clerk,  Thomas  C.  Ashley,  Mechanic 
street,  R.  Inspectors,  Dennis  F.  Brown,  Washing- 
ton street,  D.;  Henry  M.  Wilde,  Harvard  avenue,  R. 
Deputy  Inspectors,  Richard  Hagerty,  Shepard 
street,"D.;  Zenas  B.  Bird,  Cambridge  street,  R. 

Precinct  3— B.  Franklin  Sanborn,  Oak  square, 
R.  Deputy  Warden,  Benj.  H.  Champney,  Washing- 
ton street,'  R.  Clerk,  William  Welch,  8.  Beacon 
street,  D.  Deputy  Clerk,  James  Dooley,  Foster 
street,  D.  Inspectors,  Charles  A.  Nutter,  High 
school  place,  R. ;  Johu  J.  Gaffey,  Market  street,  D. 
Deputy  Inspectors,  Charles  M.  Tillinghast,  Washing 
ton  street,  R.;  Patrick  J.  Moley,  Chestnut  Hill  ave 
nue,  D. 

Laid  over  until  the  next  meeting. 

REPORTS  FROM  FINANCE  COMMITTE. 

The  chairman  submitted  sundry  reports  from  the 
Finance  Committee,  as  follows: 

New  Bridge  to  Charleston™. 

Report  on  the  reoort  of  the  joint  special  commit- 
tee on  the  new  bridge  to  Cbarlestowa  and  accom- 
panying papers,  also  petition  of  George  H.  Murray 
and  others,  and  the  communication  from  the  Street 
Commissioners.  Without  expressing  any  opinion  on 
thesubject,  present  the  following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row rhe  sum  of  $8(>6,000,  the  same  to  constitute  a 
special  appro Driation  for  the  erection  of  a  new  bridge 
to  Charlestown. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  be  authorized  to  bor- 
row the  sum  of  $400,000,  the  same  to  constitute  a 
special  appropriation  for  the  rebuilding,  relocating 
and  widening  of  Warren  bridge  from  Causeway 
street  to  City  square,  Charlestown,  to  a  width  of 
eighty  feet. 

Orders  read  once. 

Mt.  Washington-Avenue  Bridge. 

Report  on  order  iu  relation  to  widening  the  draw 
of  .Mt.  Washington-avenue  Bridge,  with  an  order, 
That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and  is  hereby  au- 
tuorizeii  to  transfer  from  the  Reserved  Fund  to  a 
special  appropriation,  to  be  styled  Widening  Draw 
Mt.  Washington-Avenue  Bridge,  the  sum  of  §6500. 
Order  passe  ' — yeas  12,  uays  0.  Sent  down. 
Evening  High  School. 

Report  on  order  referred  by  the  Common  Council, 
Sept.  15th,  to  transfer  from  the  Reserved  Fund  to 
the  appropriation  for  schoolhouses,  public  buiiiings, 
$3500,  that  the  same  ought  to  pass.  Order  passed— 
yeas  11,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

(  ommon  Council  Contingent  Fund. 

Report  on  order  referred  by  the  Common  Council, 
.September  15th,  1881,  with  an  order— That  the 
Auditor  ut  Accounts  be  and  he  hereby  is  authorized 
to  transfer  from  the  Reserved  Fund  the  sum  of 
■  the  Contingent  Fund,  Common  Council. 
Order  passed,  yeas  12,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

Public  Parks. 

CITY  of  Boston, 
In  Committee  on  Finance,  ] 
Sept.  28th,  1881. 
To  the  City  Council. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  to  whom  were  referred 
the  orders  relating  to  Public  1'arlts  would   respect- 
fully report,  without  expressing  an  opinion  in  the 
matter,  the  accompanying  orders. 
For   the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien. 

City  or  Boston, 

In  Boabd  ok  aloeumen, 

eptembcr  28th,  1881. 

Ordered,  That   the   City   Treasurer   be  anil  be   is 

hereby  authorized  to  borrow,  under  direction  of  the 

Committee   on   Finance,  the    sum   ot     six    hundred 

thousand  dollars,  the  bonds  or  certificates  of  debt  to 

be  issued  in  negotiating  this  loan  to  be  denominated 

on  the  t ace  thereof   'The   fublic  Park  Loan,"   and 

iu  hear  BUCh  rate  Of  interest  as  the  Committee  on  Fi- 

nunee  -hall  determine;  and  the  Park  CniumissionerK 

are  1  ereby  authorized  to  expend    said  sum   lor    the 

taking  in  tee,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  for  the  pur- 

I   a  public  park,  land  to  that  assessed  valuation 

within    the   limits  of  the  proposed   West   Roxbury 

park. 


City  of  Boston, 
In  Board  of  Aldermen, 
Sept.  28th,  1881. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  is 
herebj  authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  the  bonds  or  certificates  of  debt 
to  be  issued  in  negotiating  this  loan  to  be  denomi- 
nated on  the  face  thereof  "The  Public  Park  Loan," 
and  to  bear  such  rate  of  interest  as  the  Committee 
on  Finance  shall  determine;  and  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners are  hereby  authorized  to  expeud  said  sum 
for  the  taking  in  fee,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  for 
the  purpose  of  a  public  park,  lands  to  the  amount  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  assessed  valuation 
for  a  marine  park  at  City  Point. 

City  of  Boston,  ) 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  \ 

September  28th,  1881.       ) 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  the  bonds  or  certificates  of  debt  to 
be  issued  in  negotiating  this  loan  to  be  denominated 
on  the  face  thereof  "The  Public  Park  Loan,"  and  to 
bear  such  rate  of  interest  as  the  Committee  on  Finance 
shall  determine;  and  the  Park  Commissioners  are 
hereby  authorized  to  expend  said  sum  for  the  taking 
in  fee,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  for  the  purpose  of 
a  public  park,  land  to  that  assessed  valuation  for  the 
proposed  Brighton  Park. 

City  of  Boston,  i 

In  Board  of  aldermen,  £ 

September  28th,  1881.        ) 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  borrow,  under  th<  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  the  sum  of  three  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  the  bonds  or  certificates  of 
debt  to  be  issued  in  negotiating  this  loan  to  be  de- 
nominated "The  Public  Park  Loan,"  and  to  bear 
such  rate  of  interest  as  the  Committee  on  Finance 
shall  determine;  and  the  Park  Commissioners  are 
hereby  authorized  to  exoend  said  sum  for  the  taking 
in  fee,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  for  the  purpose  or  a 
public  park,  lauds  to  the  amount  of  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars  in  assessed  valuation,  for  the 
Charles-river  embankment,  between  Cragie's  and 
West  Boston  bridges. 

City  of  Boston, 
In  Board  of  aldermen, 
September  28th,  1881. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  the  bonds  or  certificates  of  dent  to 
be  issued  iu  negotiating  this  loan  to  be  denominated 
on  the  face  thereof  "The  Public  Park  Loan,"  and 
to  bear  such  rate  of  interest  as  the  Committee  on 
Finance  shall  determine;  and  the  Park  Commission- 
ers are  hereby  authorized  to  expend  said  sum  for 
the  taking  in  fee,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  for  the 
purpose  of  a  public  park,  lands  to  the  amount  of 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  assessed  valuation, 
for  the  Muddy-river  improvement,  whenever  the 
town  of  Brookliue  shall  co-operate  and  appropriate 
a  proportionate  sum  for  said  improvement. 
City  of  Boston, 
In  Board  of  Aldermen, 
September  28th,  1881. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  boriow,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  the  bonds  or  certificates  of  debt  to  be  issued 
in  negotiating  this  loan  to  be  denominated  on  the 
face  thereof  "The  Public  Park  Loan,"  and  to  bear 
such  rate  of  interest  as  the  Committee  on  Finance 
shall  determine;  and  the  Park  Commissioners  are 
hereby  authorized  to  expend  said  sum  for  the  taking 
in  fee,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,for  the  purpose  of  a 
public  park,  land  to  that  assessed  valuation  for  a 
public  park  in  East  Boston,  in  such  available  loca- 
tion as  said  Commissioners  deem  expedient. 

The  several  orders  were  read  once,  and  on  motion 
of  Alderman  Breck  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 
permits  for  stables. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  board  as 
fo'lows: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Brag- 
gio  Leveroni,  to  occupy  a  stable  with  one  horse  at  3 
Fulton  court.    Accepted. 

Reports  that  leave  be  grantei  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions to  occupy  stables  by  Samuel  B.  Pierce,  Boston 
street,  near  Hamlet  street;  Fergus  Farrell.  on  By- 
ron street;  T.  Callahan.  Western  avenue,  near  Ev- 
erett street.    Severally  accepted. 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Aldennan  Woolley  -ubmitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Fire-  Department: 

Report  representing  that  it  is  desirabie  that  ac- 
commodations for  storage  should  be  provided  in  con- 
nection with  the  building  which  is  to  be  erected  on 
Albany  street  for  the  use  of  this  department.  At 
present  the  department  has  no  place  for  storage  of 
material,  and  it  would  be  a  great  convenience  to 
have  storage  room  connected  with  the  repair  shop. 
The  lot  that  was  set  apart  for  the  erection  of  the 
building  is  not,  however,  large  enough  to  afford  the 
desired  accommodations,  and  the  committee  respect- 
fully request  that  the  remainder  of  the  lot  be  granted 
for  the  use  of  the  department.  Referred  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  at  present  on 
the  remonstrance  of  Thos.  Botto  and  others  against 
the  issue  of  a  petroleum  license  on  Charlestown 
street,  as  no  application  has  been  made  for  a  license 
for  the  place  in  question.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  request  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  for  a 
new  eogine  house  on  the  Back  Bay  district,  that  the 
committee  agree  with  the  Fire  Commissioners  as  to 
the  necessity  of  additional  protection  against  tire  in 
the  above-named  district,  and  believe  that  immedi- 
ate measures  should  be  taken  to  procure  a  site  and 
erect  a  suitable  building  in  that  locality.  In  consul- 
tation with  the  Committee  on  Police  a  lot  situated 
on  Boylston  and  Hereford  streets  has  been  selected, 
which  is  more  fully  described  in  the  report  of  that 
committee  of  even  date  herewith,  and  your  commit- 
tee endorse  the  recommendation  that  said  lot  be  pur- 
chased for  the  joint  use  of  the  Fire,  Police,  and 
Paving  Departments. 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table  pending  the  ac- 
tion upon  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Police  re- 
ferred to  therein,  and  subsequently  on  motion  of 
Alderman  "Woolley  wa<  taken  from  the  table  and 
referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Minors'  applications  granted — Seventeen  newsboys. 
Accepted. 

Amusement  license  granted  —  Spaulding's  Bell 
Ringers,  to  give  entertainments  at  Tremont  Temple 
for  three  weeks  from  Sept.  28, 1881.    Accepted. 

CITY  BUILDINGS  ON  THE  BACK  BAY  DISTRICT. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Police,  to  whom 
were  referred  by  the  Common  Council  an  order 
authorizing  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to 
select  a  site  for  a  Police  Station-house  on  Back  Bay, 
also  the  communication  from  the  Police  Commis- 
sioners transmitting  a  petition  numerously  signed  by 
residents  of  the  Hack  Bay  district,  asking  for  the 
establishment  of  a  police  station  in  that  section  of 
the  city,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  selected 
a  site  which  they  recommend  purchasing  as  being 
specially  adapted  to  tbe  city's  needs  in  the  Back  Bay 
district.  The  land  is  situated  on  Boylston  and  Here- 
ford streets,  at  the  junction  of  the  former- 
street  with  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad, 
where  that  street  must  go  over  tbe  rail- 
road when  extended.  The  Paving  Department 
has  made  use  of  a  portion  of  the  lot 
since  April  1,  1879,  paying  therefor  a  rent  c  f  $1000 
a  year.  It  will  beremembered  that  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners have  called  the  attention  of  the  City  Council 
to  the  necessity  of  providing  accommodations  for  a 
steam  tire  engine  on  the  Back  Bay,  to  protect  the 
large  amount  of  property  in  thisrjpidly-growing;  dis- 
trict. It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  needs  of  the 
Paving  and  Fire  departments  should  be  provided  for 
in  that  section  as  well  as  those  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment. The  lot  of  land  selected  by  tbe  committee  is 
of  sufficient  size  to  accommodate  the  three  depart- 
ments Darned,  and  will  also  afford  a  location  for  the 
bridge  abutments  whenever  it  is  determined  to  build 
the  bridge  and  extend  Boylston  street.  The  grade 
damages  on  that  account  will  be  avoided  at  that 
point  if  the  land  is  owned  by  the  city.  The  several 
departments  interested  have  been  consulted,  and  are 
practicallv  united  in  favoring  the  purchase  of  the 
lot  of  land  above  described.  Your  committee  there- 
fore respectfully  recommend  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Police  be  authorized  hereby  to  purchase  of  G.  T.  W. 
Braman  and  others  trustees,  a  lot  of  laud  on  the 
northwesterlv  corner  of  Boylston  and  Hereford 
streets,  containing 41 ,061  square  feet,  more  or  Vess,  for 
the  sum  of  two  dollars  per  square  foot;  said  lot  of 
land  to  be  devoted  to  the  uses  of  the  Police,  Fire, 
Paving  and  other    departments,   according  to  such 


division  of  said   land  as  may  be  hereafter  deter- 
mined. 

Alderman  Viles— It  will  be  seen  by  the  reading  of 
tbe  report  that  the  several  departments  of  tbe  City 
Government  are  in  lavor  of  the  same  petition  that 
was  reported  upon  by  Alderinau  Woolley, and  which 
sow  lies  upon  tbe  table.  We  shall  soon  have  to  pro- 
vide a  police  station  for  that  growing  section  of  the 
city.  The  committee  have  been  some  two  years  in 
selecting  a  site.  The  Fire  Department  also  want  a 
site  for  an  engine  house  in  that  locality,  ana  the 
Paving  Department  have  also  used  that  same  lot  for 
years  at  an  annual  rental  of  a  thousand  dollars. 
When  Boylston  street  is  exteDded.the  Street  Depart- 
ment will  have  to  pay  a  large  amount  for  land  and 
grade  damages.  The  purchase  of  this  land  is  recom- 
mended by  all  tbe  departments  interested.  The  plan 
is  here,  if  any  member  desires  to  see  it. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Viles,  the  report  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Finance  Committee. 
CONSTABLES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  repoit  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police  on  the  part  of  the  board,  recom- 
mending the  confirmation  of  tbe  appointments  of 
the  Mayor  of  constables  except  Simon  Simmons, 
Jno.  H.  Whiteside  and  Siegfried  WolfsohD. 

The  question  was  upon  the  acceptance  of  the  re- 
port. 

Alderman  Frost — Information  has  come  to  me  to- 
day, that  there  are  two  names  on  this  list  reported 
by  the  committee  of  unsuitable  oersons.  Personally 
I  know  nothing  of  ihe  matter,  but  my  information 
comes  from  a  source  which  I  chink  is  perfectly  re- 
liable. I  will  move  that  the  names  of  Joshua 
Brothers  and  William  H.  Swift  be  laid  over  for  fur- 
ther consideration. 

The  appointments  reported  for  confirmation  by 
the  committee  were  confirmed  except  Joshua  Broth- 
ers and  Wm.  H.  Swift,  whose  names  were  laid  over 
for  further  consideration. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
offered  an  order  to  build  a  common  sewer  in  Park 
street,  Dorchester,  from  Dorchester  avenue  west- 
wards 200  feet.    Passed. 

LAND   DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  tbe  following  from  the 
Comm'ttee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the  board: 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  damages  occa- 
sioned by  laying  out  ana  widening  streets  as  follows: 

Heirs  of  John  Fisk,  $17,850,  extension  cf  Harrison 
avenue  to  Bedford  street. 

Heirs  of  Andrew  C.  Trott,  $4440,  extension  of  Har- 
rison avenue  to  Bedford  street. 

Harvey  N.  Sherard,  trustee,  $80,  extension  of 
Broadway  from  Albany  to  Washington  street. 

Orders  passed. 

PORTLAND,  SOUTH  AND  KNEELAND  STREET 
WTDENINGS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following: 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  to  whom 
were  referred  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  the  esti- 
mate of  the  Street  Commissioners  of  the  cost  of 
widening  Portland  street,  also  certain  orders  and 
petitions  favoring  the  widening  of  South  street,  and 
also  the  communication  of  the  Street  Commissioners 
recommending  the  widening  of  Kneeland  street, from 
Lincoln  street  to  Federal  street,  beg  leave  to  report 
as  follows:  The  cost  of  these-  three~street  improve- 
ments has  been  estimated  by  the  Street  Commis- 
sioners: 

For  Portland  street $300,000 

"    South  street 185,000 

"    Kneeland  street 160,000 

Total §615,000 

The  committee  have  carefully  considered  these 
three  projects,  and  aie  fully  satisfied  of  the  necessity 
of  immediate  action  in  each  case,  and  are  prepared 
to  favor  the  widenings,  in  accordance  with  the  nlans 
of  the  Street  Commissioners,  but  recommend  the  ne- 
gotiation of  a  loan  to  meet  the  expense  thereof.  Tbe 
following  order  is  therefore  submitted  for  the  adop- 
tion of  tbe  City  Council. 

One  ed,  That  the  City  Treasur  r  be  and  be  is 
hereby  authorized  to  borrow  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance  the  sum  of  8645,000,  to  be 
appropriated  and  expended  as  follows:  For  the 
widening  of  Portland  street  from  Hanover  street  to 
Causeway  street,  the  sum  of  S300,000;  for  the  widen- 
ing of  South  street  from  East  street  to  Kneeland 
street,  tbe  sum  of  $185,000,  and  for  the  widening  of 
Kneeland  street,  from  Lincoln  street  to  Federal 
street,  the  sum  of  $160,000. 
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Ri'f erred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Viles,  to  the 
Finance  Committee. 

TRANSIT  STREET. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order— Dial  there  be 
purchased  in  settlement  of  damages  occasioned  by  lav- 
ing out  of  Transit  street,  from  Cabot  street  to  Nrw- 
bern  street,  Koxbury,  of  the  heirs  of  Daniel  W. 
Bowen,  tbetr  estate  on  Cabot  street,  for  the  sum  of 
$4700,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  widcu- 
ening  streets.    Passed. 

MARKET. 

Aldermaui  Slade  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Market,  recommending  the  granting 
or  the  petition  of  Thomas  DinBmore  to  transfer  half 
interest  in  lease  of  cellar  No.  1,  Faneuil  Hall  Mar- 
ket, to  Luke  Blancbard.    Accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of  East- 
ern R.  R.  Co.,  for  cross  walk  from  easterly  corner  of 
their  passenger  station;  Charles  A.  Powers,  for  cross- 
ings corner  of  Seventh  and  C  streets,  and  J.  W.  Wol- 
cott.for  flagging  crossing  across  Dartmouth  street  at 
Hotel  Vendouie.    Severally  accepted. 

Report  that  no  action  is  expedient  on  petition  of 
John  McMullen  and  others  for  planks  within  the 
rails  of  the  B.  &  P.  R.  R.  Co.  at  Rogets  avenue,  &c, 
(be  same  not  being  a  public  street.    Accepted. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw,  by  request,  on  peti- 
tion to  move  awooden  building  bv  W.  R.  Cavanagh, 
from  Parker  street  to  Gilbert  street.     Accepted. 

Report  and  order  to  remove  the  -tree  standing  in 
the  cart  wav  of  3uuker  Hill  street,  Detween  Elm  and 
Polk  streets,  it  being  a  dangerous  obstruction  to  pub- 
lic  travel.     Order  parsed. 

Reports  ami  orders — Granting  the  Muss.  Char. 
Mechauic  Association  permission  to  erect  six  elec- 
tric light  posts  on  West  Newton  street,  provided 
that  said  posts  shall  be  removed  whenever  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  shall  so  direct;  granting  Hicks 
Brothers  permission  to  erect  2  lamp  posts  in  the 
sidewalk  opposite  the  doors  of  Monument  Hall, 
Hancock  square,  Cbarle°town;  to  build  a  platform 
and  shed  for  the  stone  crusher  and  engine  on  the 
city  ledge  lot  on  Washington  street,  Roxburv,  esti- 
mate cost  $1000;  to  furnish  and  set  edgestones  and 
pave  gutters  and  sidewalks  on  Culvert  street,  be- 
tween Cabot  and  Tremont  streets,  and  macadamize 
the  roadway  of  said  street;  granting  permission  to 
tbe  Kuggles-street  Baptist  Society  to  place  a  lamp 
post  in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  its  church  on  Ruggles 
street.    Orders  severally  passed. 

Reports  and  orders — For  edgestones  andbrick  side- 
walks in  front  of  estates  of  F.  J.  Morse,  Lamartiue 
Etreet;  Hosea  B.  Brown,  125  and  127  M  street,  and  B. 
Dooley,  97  Smith  street;  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front 
of  estates  of  Bridget  Pope,  145  Havre  street;  S.  H. 
Wbitwell,  Marlborough  street  and  Commonwealth 
avenue;  B.  l>ooley,  68  Smith  street;  City  of  Boston, 
Warren  avenue  and  Dartmouth  streets;  Ann  M. 
Olmquist,  153  Chelsea  street:  John  Cromn,  2,  4 and  6 
B  street;  Mary  A.  Burr,  157  Chelsea  street;  N.  B- 
Mansfield,  253  Commonwealth  avenue;  Henry  O. 
Roberts.  255  Commonwealth  avenue;  and  for  edge- 
stones in  frnnt  cf  estates  of  L.  H.  Thompson,  337 
Chelsea  street;  George  W.  Roberts,  339  Chelsea 
street;  John  Oakleaf ,  341  Chelsea  street;  L.  L.  Fuller, 
Delle  avenue.    Orders  severally  passed. 

The  Committee  on  Paving  to  whom  was  recommit- 
ted the  petition  of  the  Cambriage  Railroad  Company 
for  an  extension  of  location  in  Brizhton  respectfully 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 
For  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  heretofore 
granted  to  the  Cambridge  Railroad  Company  to  lay 
down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the  right  to  lay 
down  a  single  trac-K  on  Washington  street,  Brighton, 
commencing  at  a  point  in  the  tracks  now  laid  down 
on  said  street  sixty-five  feet  west  of  the  westerly  line 
of  Winsnip  street  extended  and  continuing  throu  h 
and  upon  said  Washington  street  to  a  point  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  feet  south  of  the  southerly  line  of 
Cambridge  street  extended;  also  to  lay  down  three 
curved  tracks  on  said  Was'  ington  street  to  connect 
the  track  located  by  this  order  on  Washington  street 
with  the  new  car  house  of  said  company  on  the 
westerly  side  of  said  street. 

Said  Cambridge  Railroad  Company  shall  also 
have  the  right  to  lay  down  a  single  track  commen- 
cing at  a  point  in  the  track  of  said  company  as  now 
laid   down  on  Cambridge  street  one  hundred  and 


thirty  feet  east  of  Uie  easterly  line  of  Washington 
street  extended  and  continuing  over  and  upon  aids 
Cambridge  street  and  Washington  street  to  a  ncint 
in  the  track  located  by  this  order  on  said  Wasii  ing- 
ton street  forty  feet  south  of  the  southerly  line  of 
Cambridge  street  extended.  The  several  tracks 
located  by  this  order  being  shown  by  red  lines  on  a 
plan  drawn  by  J.  G.  Chase,  civil  engineer,  dated 
Sept.  19,  1881,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets.  The  right  to  lay  down 
tne  tracks  located  by  this  order  is  upon  condition 
that  the  whole  work  of  laying  down  said  tracks,  tbe 
form  of  rail,  and  the  kind  and  quality  of  material 
used  in  paving  said  tracks  shall  be  under  the  direc- 
tion and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  shall 
be  approved  bv  them;  also  upon  condition  that  said 
Cambridge  Railroad  Company  shall  accept  this  order 
of  location,  and  shall  agree  in  writing  to  comply 
with  the  conditions  therein  contained,  and  shall  till 
said  acceptance  and  agreement  with  tbe  City  Clerk 
within  thirty  days  of  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this 
order;  otherwise  it  snail  be  null  and  void. 
Order  passed. 

THE  OLD  STATE  HOUSE. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order — That  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildniffs  be  and  they  aic 
hereby  authorized  to  perform  the  "ork  for  the  al- 
terations and  improvements  on  the  Old  State  House 
building  by  contract  or  otherwise,  as  they  may  deem 
expedient. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  move  to  strike  out,  "0i-  other- 
wise." As  we  have  had  some  discussion  upon  the 
Egieston-square  Schoolhouse,  I  hope  the  committee 
will  see  if  there  are  not  some  mechanics  in  Boston 
who  can  perioral  their  work  within  a  certain  time. 
I  hope  the  committee  will  consider  that  matter  and 
see  if  some  mecbauic  cannot  be  found  in  Boston  who 
will  do  tills  work  within  the  time  agreed  upon.  We 
have  that  schoolhouse  under  way,  and  if  the  world 
don't  come  to  an  end  I  nave  no  doubt  it  will  be  fin- 
ished. I  hope  the  gentlemen  will  see  that  this  is  let 
to  men  not  because  they  figure  the  lowest,  but  be- 
cause tbey  will  do  tbe  work  as  it  ought  to  be  done. 

Alderman  Woolley — I  must  say  that  I  agree  with 
the  gentleman  in  what  he  has  said  in  regard  co  letting 
work  by  contract.  But  the  committee  of  1881  are 
not  responsible  for  the  matter  he  refers  to.  I  have 
no  doubt  the  committee  who  awarded  that  contract 
acted  according  to  their  best  judgment,  and  as  a 
member  of  this  government  1  am  willing  to  admit 
that  they  did.  The  committee  of  this  year  are  only 
responsible  for  the  canying  out  of  that  contract. 
They  have  done  the  best  they  could,  and  desire  that 
the  contractors  shall  finish  the  building.  As  tbe 
Alderman  says,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  they  wili 
get  through  in  time.  I  hope  the  motion  to  strike  out 
will  not  prevail.  The  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings have  fully  considered  the  matter.  They  believe 
they  "&n  make  the  necessary  alterations  in  the  Old 
State  House  better  for  the  city,  and  cheaper,  by  doing 
a  portion  of  it  bv  contract,  and  a  portion  by  day 
labor.  It  is  an  old  building,  as  the  Aldermen  kuow, 
and  it  is  hard  to  estimate  upon,  contractors  take  ad- 
vantage of  that  fact  and  make  their  figures  accord- 
ingly. The  committee  have  decided  to  introduce 
that  order  after  consultation  with  the  City  Architect, 
and  I  hope  it  will  pass  as  offered. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  lost,  and  the  order 
was  passen.  Alderman  Woolley  moved  a  reconsid- 
eration, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.  Lost.  Sent 
down. 

PERMITS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  in  favor  of  granting 
permits  to  locate  and  use  steam  engines  as  follows: 

Chauncey  Rubber  Co.,  14-16  Hamilton  street. 

Walworth  Mfg.  Co.,  corner  First  and  O  streets, 
South  Boston. 
.  Severally  accepted. 

TREE    REMOVED. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  on  the  part  of  the  board,  on  peti- 
tion of  H.  R.  Crech  and  others,  that  two  trees  be 
removed  from  116  Butaw  street,  at  thecity's  expense. 
Accepted. 

PRINCE  SCHOOLHOUSE    YARD. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order — That  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be  authorized  to 
made,  sod  and  fence  the  yard  of  the  Prince  school- 
house,  the  expense  thereof  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  land  for  said  building.  Passed. 
Sent  down. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 
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COMMON     COUNCIL 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council. 
SEPTEMBER    £9,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  7y2 
o'clock  P.  M.,  Andrew  J.  Bailey,  President,  in  the 
chair. 

BtTLES  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  to  enable 
him  to  offer  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  Section  70  be  amended  so  as  to  read 
as  follows: 

Sect. '0.  The  Messenger  shall  allow  no  person  on 
the  floor  of  the  Council  Chamber,  or  in  the  ante- 
rooms on  its  easterly  =ide,  while  the  Council  is  in 
session,  except  members  of  the  City  Government 
aud  re-orters,  without  the  special  permission  of  the 
President.  The  President  shall  assign  seats  and 
tables  for  the  reporters,  and  chairs  for  such  persons 
as  ne  may  invite. 

Mr.  Whitmore — The  reason  for  making  the  change 
in  the  rule  is  the  fact  that  in  arranging  the  Presi- 
dent's desk,  and  providing,  for  perhaps  future 
changes  in  the  chairs  and  seats  of  some  of  tbe  mem- 
bers, there  has  been  no  provision  made  for  placing 
the  seats  for  spectators  on  the  floor.  I  think  the 
Council  will  agree  chat  it  has  be9n  an  improper  state 
of  affairs  which  has  lasted  for  several  years,  by 
which  on  one  side  of  the  Council  chamber  a  certain 
number  o£  people  were  admitted  to  seats  on  the 
flour.  I  know  it  has  been  an  annoyance  to  members 
sitting  on  the  side  of  the  chamber  opposite  to 
me.  In  many  respects  it  is  a  bad  plan.  Persons 
have  actually  occupied  the  seats  of  members  and 
been  placed  so  near  to  those  on  the  back  row 
that  they  could  hear  matters  discussed  among 
members.  "We  have  made  no  provision  for  spec- 
tators on  the  floor,  and  it  seems  necessary  to 
pass  an  order  to  empower  some  one  to  invite  spec- 
tators to  seats,  and  of  course  that  power  should  be 
vested  m  the  President  of  the  Council.  In  regard  to 
the  reporters'  cables,  we  had  no  power  to  do  any- 
thing. We  altered  the  platforms,  and  the  result  is 
tbere  is  only  room  for  tables  on  each  side  of  the 
President's  desk  If  the  Council  see  fit  to  order  an 
additional  table  they  can  do  so.  In  looking  at  the 
Dast  proceeaings  I  could  not  find  any  assignment  of 
seats  to  reporters,  and  therefore  it  seemed  desirable 
that  (he  Chair  should  have  the  power  to  provide  for 
accommodations  for  the  reporters,  especially  as  we 
are  liable  at  any  time  to  have  the  number  increased 
by  the  establishment  of  newspapers.  Rule  70  seems 
to  have  been  framed  for  this  purpose,  and  as  it  is  not 
applicable  to  the  present  condition  of  affairs,  I  offer 
this  amendment.  I  hope  it  wilt  meet  with  tbe  ap- 
proval of  the  Council,  that  the  President  be  author- 
ized to  decide  in  all  minor  matters,  especially  in 
regard  to  inviting  spectators  to  seats  on  the  floor. 

Mr.  Means  of  Ward  20— As  long  as  the  arrange- 
ment has  been  made  as  it  has  been,  of  taking  the 
seats  away,  I  do  not  know  as  it  is  worth  while  to  ob- 
ject. But  it  strikes  me  there  is  one  objection  to  the 
amendment,  and  that  is,  it  prevents  a  member  of  the 
Council  from  inviting  a  friend  to  come  into  the 
Council  Chamber.  That  is  a  privilege  which  has 
been  allowed  to  members  of  this  body,  and  prevails 
in  almost  all  legislative  bodies.  The  Board  of  Al- 
dermen have  that  privilege.  There  is  always  a  place 
reserved  for  visitors.  It  seems  to  me  we  should  have 
that  right  here.  For  one,  I  should  certainly  wish 
that  the  seats  could  be  left  for  visitors  as  they  were, 
so  that  members  of  the  Council  could  invite  friends 
here  if  they  desired. 

The  order  was  declared  refused  a  second  reading. 
Mr.  Whitmore  doubted  the  vote,  the  Council  was 
divided,  and  the  order  was  passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing, 20  for,  12  against.  The  order  was  read  a  second 
time  and  put  upon  its  nassage. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  tbink  some  of  the  gentlemen 
who  voted  against  the  order  must  have  been  in- 
fluenced by  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
20.  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  is  not 
at  all  to  be  presumed  that  the  Chair  would  refuse  to 
invite  anv  person  to  a  seat  on  the  floor  if  requested 
by  a  member  of  the  Council.  I  am  informed  that  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  at  Washington,  the 
highest  narliameutary  authority  in  the  land,  no  one 
is  admitted  to  the  floor  except  by  a  card  signed  by 


the  Speaker  of  the  House.  Of  course  such  a  cara  is 
never  refused  to  amember.  I  trust  the  Council  will  see 
that  this  is  not  in  the  slightest  degree  interfering  with 
tbe  rights  of  members,  but  on  the  other  band  the  Chair 
will  undoubtedly  grant  the  request  made  by  any 
member,  however  formal.  1  think  it  is  better  to 
have  a  visitor  brought  in  by  permission  of  the  Chair 
upon  request  of  a  member,  and  assigned  to  a  seat, 
rather  than  have  him  shoved  around  anywhere.  Of 
course  the  rule  is  necessary,  unless  we  put  the  seats 
back  as  they  were. 

Mr.  Means  of  Ward  20—1  hope  gentlemen  will  not 
consider  for  a  moment  that  I  doubled  the  courtesy 
of  the  Chair,  or  chat  the  President  would  refuse  to 

frant  us  the  privilege  of  bringing  visitors  here,  but 
do  think  it  would  be  exceedingly  inconvenient  to 
follow  such  a  rule.  As  is  often  the  cass,  we  are 
called  to  the  unteroom  to  meet  friends,  and  in  order 
to  invite  tbem  to  the  floor  we  should  have  to  force 
ourselves  to  the  President's  desk,  and  keep  our 
friends  waiting  in  the  ante-room  until  we  get 
cards  to  invite  them  in.  It  seems  to  me 
rather  foolish  to  do  that.  The  gentleman  has  cited 
the  House  of  Representatives  at  Washington.  I 
should  rather  doubt  that  fact.  I  think  visitors  are 
admitted  there.  They  certainly  are  in  our  own  Slate 
House  of  Representatives.  As  I  have  looked  about, 
I  do  not  see  why  the  reporters  could  not  be  provided 
for  on  one  side  of  the  hall  as  they  were  formerly, 
and  whj  we  could  not  nave  the  seats  put  back  in 
their  old  places.  I  do  not  think  they  were  very  in- 
convenient. As  to  hearing  the  conversation  of  mem- 
bers, I  do  not  know  that  anything  would  be  talked 
over  that  it  would  be  particularly  important  to  keep 
secret;  if  so.  the  conversation  would  take  place  m 
some  part  of  tbe  chamber  other  than  in  t_c  seats.  I 
hope  members  will  retain  the  privilege  of  inviting 
whom  they  choose  to  the  floor  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21 — There  is  just  as  much  room 
on  the  j  floor  of  this  chamber  as  there  was  be- 
fore, and  certainly  visitors  can  be  accommodated 
just  as  well  as  they  were  before.  The  custom 
of  allowing  visitors  on  the  floor  at  tbe  request 
of  members,  to  be  seated  by  the  messenger,  has 
not  been  abused  heretofore;  at  least  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  abuse  of  it.  There  are  many  gentle- 
men besides  members  of  the  other  branch  whom  we 
are  glad  to  see  here— former  membere  of  this  Coun- 
cil taking  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  business  trans- 
acted here.  It  seems  tome  the  privilege  should  be 
allowed  to  members  until  it  has  been  abused,  so  I 
sympathize  with  the  views  taken  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  20.  I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  or  whoever  is  the  father  of  this 
arrangement,where  it  is  proposed  to  put  the  few  seats 
at  the  disposal  of  the  President?  I  should  like  to 
know  why  they  found  it  nece.-sary  to  divide  the  re- 
porters and  put  them  on  opposite  sides  of  the  room? 
I  should  like  to  know  what  is  the  necessity  for 
those  "slipper-cases"  on  each  side  of  the  Presi- 
dent's desk.  I  hope  the  committee  will  give  us  some 
light. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  am  happy  to  reply  specifically  to 
all  the  gentleman's  inquiries.  He  asks  where  the 
seats  will  be  placed.  I  can  only  say  as  did  he,  that 
there  is  just  as  much  space  in  the  room  as  before. 
The  rule  I  propose  leaves  it  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Chair  to  put  the  seats  where  he  sees  fit.  There  has 
been  no  division  of  tbe  reporters,  because  there  has 
been  no  attempt  made  by  the  committee  to  assign 
them  to  places.  It  is  not  by  the  direction  of  tbe  com- 
mittee or  any  member  of  it,  that  the  chairs  have  been 
placed  as  they  have  been.  In  the  second  place, 
it  was  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  lowering 
tw.>  desks,  to  cut  off  the  platforms.  In  regard  to 
the  book-cases  which  do  not  meet  the  gentle- 
man's approval,  they  were  put  there  only  for  this 
evening,  because  the  manufacturer  had  not  the 
new  ones  ready.  I  would  inform  the  gentleman  of 
one  matter,  which  appears  to  have  escaped  his  atten- 
tion; that  the  amount  of  light  on  the  wall  brackets  is 
not  as  good  as  it  will  be,  the  manufacturer  having 
sent  in  some  brackets  to  supply  us  this  evening.  I 
can  only  regret  that  tbe  committee  did  not  have  the 
advantage  of  the  gentleman's  criticism  while  they 
were  at  work,  because  his  suggestions  could  have 
been  attended  to. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10 — I  rather  like  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  in  relation 
to  the  admission  of  strangers.  It  seems  to  me  the 
members  would  have  greater  privileges  in  asking 
their  friends  here,  because  as  it  has  been  hereto- 
fore, the  seats  have  been  liable  to  be  filled  with 
strangers.  I  am  quite  sure  there  have  been 
cases  when  I  desired  to  ask  a  friend  here,  but 
1  tound  the  seats  already  occupied  by  strangers. 
I  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21 
f  it  would  not  appear  to  be  a  natural   view  of  the 
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case  that  we  should  be  better  accommodated  if  peo- 
ple fr.m  outside  were  admitted  only  at  our  request 
and  with  the  consent  ot  the  President.  There  seems 
to  be  about  as  much  room  as  before.  If  these  "slip- 
per cases"  were  removed,  and  nu  cases  put  there,  we 
should  still  have  quite  a  large  amount  of  room  lor 
chairs  for  visitors.  I  would  suggest  an  amendment 
to  the  order,  that  Rule  69,  which  provides  that  no 
sent  in  the  body  of  the  house  shall  be  occupied  by 
any  party  from  outside,  should  be  amended  by  the 
addition  "of  the  words  "without  the  permission  of 
the  President."  In  all  deliberative  bodies  with  per- 
haps the  exception  of  a  small  one  like  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  and  it  is  the  case  in  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Represeutativesat  the  State  House,  and  the  House 
of  Reprentatives  at  Washington,  visitors  and  friends 
ot  members  are  allowed  to  occupy  the  seat  by  the 
side  of  a  member.  It  would  certainly  at  times  "be  a 
great  convenience  for  a  inemoer  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  let  a  friend  sit  beside  him. 

Mr!  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  do  not  wish  to  attempt  to 
answer  or  comment  pon  all  the  points  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  10.  I  was  rather  pleased  to  hear 
him  refer  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  as  a  deliberative 
assembly.  It  had  not  occurred  to  me  before  to  place 
it  in  that  class  of  assemblies;  but,  however,  I  will  not 
attempt  to  spoil  hi*  illustration.  I  thiuK  this  matter 
had  better  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules 
and  Orders  of  the  Common  Council.  1  voted  to  give 
the  order  a  second  reading,  although  in  its  present 
form  I  should  be  obliged  to  vote  against  its  passage. 
I  lhink  the  Council  will  be  better  ready  to  vote  upon 
it  after  it  has  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Rules  and  Orders,  and  1  make  that  motion. 

The  order  and  Mr.  Wheeler's  amendment  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Rules  and  Order?  of  the 
Common  Council. 

PAPERS  FKOM  THE  BOABD  OF  ALDEBME>'. 
Rcoort  and  order  for  the  purchase  of  about  30,000 
square  feet  of  land  on  Parker  street,  near  Bromley 
Dark,  belonging  to  Owen  Nawn,  as  a  site  for  a  pri- 
mary scnoolhouse,  cost  not  exceeding  $18,000.  Or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Pay  or  Laborers. 

Order  that  the  heads  of  departments  pay  laborers 
at  such  rate  per  day  as  they  may  deem  their  ser- 
vices worth,  provided  that  said  rate  shall  not  exceed 
$2  per  day . 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading.  On  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  rule  was  suspended  and 
tbe  order  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out 
the  words  "not  exceeding  §2  per  day,"  and  in- 
serting "  not  less  than  $2  per  day  for  an  able- 
booied  workman,"  tbe  idea  being  that  $2  a  day 
shall  be  the  lowest  rate  for  able-bodied  men,  and  the 
superintendents  may  employ  helpers  at  a  less  rate. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  lo— I  certainly  shall  vote  for 
$2  u  dry,  but  not  as  the  gentleman  expressed  it, 
for  they  do  sometimes  call  a  man  able-bodied  when 
he  is  not.  I  know  parties  in  departments  get- 
ting SI  .75  a  day  who  are  not  able-bodied,  and 
I  know  others  competent  to  do  a  full  lav's  work 
who  are  only  paid  $1.50  a  day  If  it  is  left 
to  the  superintendents  to  fix  the  standard,  the 
men  will  not  get  their  correct  pay.  I  should 
be  in  favor  of  the  amendment  if  the  gen- 
tleman would  leave  out  the  "able-bodied."  I  move 
an  amendment  to  the  gentleman's  amendment  that 
the  wuges  be  $2  per  day,  without  the  provision  that 
it  shall  apply  to  able-bodied  men. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  think  the  gentleman  will  see 
that  he  is  not  advancing  the  cause  he  has  at  heart, 
because  the  most  this  Council  can  do  in  regard  to 
labor  is  to  make  a  plain,  proper  and  clear  rale  in  the 
matter.  Then  if  the  superintendents  fail  in  any  re- 
spect to  carry  it  out,  it  is  not  the  fault  of  this  Coun- 
cil, and  the  remedy  is  by  looking  to  tbe  superintend- 
ents themselves,  and  bringing  them  to  account  for 
their  action.  As,  I  understand  this  matter,  there 
has  been  an  objection  to  laying  down  a  rieid 
rule  of  82  a  day,  because  in  some  of  the  depart- 
ments they  pay  more  than  $2  a  day  for  specially- 
skilled  workmen.  It  is  well  that  they  sbouid 
have  that  leeway  in  making  up  their  pay-rolls. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  stated  in  both 
branches  that  men  are  employed  who  are  not  able- 
bodied  workmen,  who  do  not  do  the  work  able 
bodied  men  are  expected  to  do,  and  are  paid  less. 
It  we  make  an  amendment  of  $2  a  day  for  able- 
bodied  men,  we  do  not  compel  them  to  pay  more 
than  a  man  is  worth;  neither  will  it  compel  them  to 
employ  men  lor  less  than  they  are  worth.  Wc  all 
know  "that  helpers  are  necessary  to  be  employed, 
and  are  not  required  to  do  the  work  of  able-bodied 
men.     Merely  because  the  superintendents  do  not 


obey  the  ordinance,  and  undertake  to  rate  men  dif- 
ferently from  what  they  actually  art  worth,  is  no 
reason  why  we  should  not  attempt  to  establish  a 
plain  and  simple  rule.  The  gentleman  does  not  see 
toe  effect  ot  his  rule.  If  the  miDiuiuui  rate  for  all 
classes  is  $2  a  day,  it  will  cut  off  the  bovs  and  old 
men  who  are  anxious  to  do  whatever  they  can  to 
earn  their  living.  I  think  the  rule  based  on  the 
amendment  I  off  ;r  will  be  found  to  work  fairly,  and 
carry  out  the  views  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
19  has  in  mind. 

Mr.  Maguire— I  speak  (rein  experience.  I  know 
there  are  old  men  working  for  the  city  t  i-dav 
who  get  first-class  pay,  and  there  are  young  men  of 
Iroui  30  to  40  years,  strong,  L-ardv,  cipable  of  doing 
a  good  day's  work,  and  they  are  only  paid  $1.5C  a 
day,  and  if  they  don't  accept  that  pay  they  are  told 
to  leave  and  that  others  can  be  had  to  rill  their 
places.  In  the  Health  Department  I  say  the  men 
who  do  the  most  work  get  the  least  pay.  It  the  gen- 
tleman can  show  that  the  men  will  get  the  benefit  of 
his  amendment  1  will  favor  it,  but  I  say  they  will 
not  get  it  if  the  matter  is  left  to  the  superin- 
tendents. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  am  familiar  with  the 
argument  ot  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 — old  men 
aDd  boys.  When  this  question  came  up  in  1879  the 
Alderman  who  offered  this  order  brought  up  this 
same  arguments — What  will  become  of  the  old 
men  and  boys?  I  say  rix  the  pay  of  the  men 
at  $2  a  dav,  and  leave  it  to  the  superintendent 
to  pay  a  man  what  he  is  worth.  If  a  man  can  work- 
ten  hours  a  day  he  ought  to  have  two  dollars  a  day. 
I  am  in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  toe  gentleman 
from  Ward  19  to  strike  out  the  word  able-bodied. 
The  Superintendent  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
engage  a  man  unless  he  can  work  ten  hours  a  day 
and  do  a  day 's  work,  and  earn  two  dollars  a  dav.  I 
hope  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
19  will  prevail. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Maguire  wa»  declared  lost. 
Mr.  Rosnosky  doubted  the  vote,  and  on  Irs  motion 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The  amendment 
was  rejected,  yeas  26,  nays  34: 

Yeas — Barry,  Bowker,  Boyle,  Connell,  Costello, 
Cotton,  Crooin,  Daly,  Devlin,  C.  F.  uoheity,  I.  Do- 
herty,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Harding,  Maguire,  McXa- 
rnara,  Means,  Mnllctt,  Murphy,  Pope,  Quigley,  Ros 
nosky,  Teevan,  Walsh,  Welch,  Whitmore— 26. 

Nays— Bartlett,  Beal,  Brimbecora,  Brown,  Child. 
H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Cummings,  Dana,  Dudley, 
Eddy,  Emery,  Fisk,  Ford,  Freeman,  Gove,  Greeh- 
ough,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Huntress,  Lovell,  Ma- 
thews, N,  M.  Morrison, P.  Morrison,  Park  nan,  Pratt, 
Pray,  Smith,  Swan,  Viles,  Wakefield,  Wheeler,  Wil- 
liams—34. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Bigelow,  Conlin,  Denney, 
Farwell,  Lauten,  McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin, 
P.  J.  McLaughlin,  Powers,  Rogers,  Wharton— 11. 

The  question  then  came  upon  the  adoption  of  Mr. 
W.iitmore's  amendment. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21 — I  wanted  to  sugge-t  to  the 
eeiitleman  from  Ward  12  and  other  members  ol  the 
Council  that  the  attempt  so  often  made  in  this  Coun- 
cil to  fix  a  scale  of  wages  for  laborers,  seems  to  me 
to  be  an  erroneous  one,  a  misdirected  attempt.  As 
nobody  has  taken  occasion  to  say  tbat  to-night,  I 
wanted  to  do  so  before  any  vote  is  passed  to  adopt 
theo.derin  the  form  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  ot  as  it  came  from  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. I  simply  want  to  point  out  how  I  think  the 
object  sought  for  can  be  accomplished,  and  that  is  by 
rejecting  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  and  striking  out  the  last  part  of  the  order  as 
it  came  from  the  other  branch.  If  the  depart- 
ments are  authorized  to  pay  laborers  what  they 
are  worth,  it  will  accomplish  two  things.  In 
the  first  place,  it  will  he  an  intimation  to 
cuern  that  the  City  Council  will  approve  the 
payment  of  fair  wages  at  a  higher  rate  if  necessary 
than  has  been  paid;  at  the  same  time  it  will  be 
placing  the  fixing  of  wages  in  just  the  place  where 
it  ought  to  be.  The  heads  of  departments  and  com- 
mittees in  charge  are  the  proper  uersons  to  lix  the 
wages.  It  was  well  pointed  out  by  one  gentleman 
in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  that  although  it  may  be 
goo  1  for  some  it  is  hard  for  others  to  have  the  wages 
fixed  at  a  specific  rate,  for  instance  $2  per  day,  be- 
cause some  men  now  classed  as  laborers  are  receiv- 
ing less  than  $2  a  day,  and  would  receive  more 
than  they  are  worth,  and  it  would  be  a  hardship  to 
those  receiving  more  than  that  amount  to  be  re- 
duced to  $2.  A  distinction  is  frequently  attempted 
to  be  made  between  laborers  and  mechanics.  Now, 
sir,  there  is  not  an  intelligent  laborer  in  any 
department  but  who  if  he  follows  his  work 
long  enough,  makes  it  as  much  a  trade  as  any  one, 
ami  is  technically  entitled  to  be  called  a  mechanic, 
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in  the  meaning  in  which  that  word  is  used  here.  I 
do  not  admit  the  distinction  between  laborers  and 
mechanics,  or  between  laborers  and  business  or  pro- 
fessional nieD.  We  ;ire  all  laborers.  There  is  nor,  a 
laborer  on  the  streets  who  is  intelligent  and  able,  but 
has  for  himself  a  trade.  A  man  may  be  just  as  much 
a  mechanic,  required  to  use  as  much  manual'  still  and 
intellect  at  work  on  the  streets,  as  at  work  building  a 
brick  house.  In  other  words,  a  man  who  is  sweeping 
the  streets,  or  layiug  or  repairing  pavement,  may  be 
just  as  much  entitled  to  two  dollar's  and  a  halt'  or 
three  dollars  a  day,  as  a  man  who  is  laying  brick, 
carrying  mortar,  or  working  at  any  of  the  other 
trade  which  entitles  him  to  be  classed  amoug 
mechanics.  So  it  seems  to  me  that  the  order 
as  it  comes  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  is  a 
wise  one,  if  the  last  clause  be  left  off.  1  hope 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  will  be  rejected,  and  that  the  order  will  be 
amended  by  striKing  out  the  last  clause,  beginning 
"provided  however.' 

Mr.  Whitmore — There  are  two  reasons  why  I  can- 
not agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21.  If  I 
understand  him  rightly,  he  argues  that  the  adoption 
of  my  amendment  would  injure  those  laborers  who 
received  more  than  two  dollars  a  day.  In  that  case, 
he  does  not  understand  the  written  order  which 
comes  to  us,  which  does  not  interfere  in  the  slightest 
degree  with  those  who  receive  more  than  two  dol- 
lars. The  memorandum  on  our  programme  says 
that  they  shall  be  paid  at  such  rates  as  the  suj  erin- 
tendent  may  believe  the  services  rendered  r-:  be 
worth.  The  amendment  I  offer  will  leave  it  in  that 
way,  the  minimum  sum  being  $2,  aud  the  super- 
intendents can  pay  more  than  that  if  they  think 
proper.  The  gentleman  argues  that  we  should 
not  interfere  in  this  matter.  He  should  notice 
what  took  place  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  The 
department  employing  the  most  laborers  is  un- 
der the  Committee  on  Paving.  Alderman  O'Bnen 
showed  that  the  power  of  the  Commit  tee  on  Paving  to 
fix  the  pay  of  laborers  had  not  been  recognized  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  yet  they  had  gone  on  fixing 
that  pay  year  after  year.  The  only  opinion  against 
this  was  that  so  long  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
might  not  act,  the  committee  could  exercise  the 
power  until  otherwise  ordered.  I  say  for  that  rea- 
son we  ought  to  do  somethiug,  because  it  is  one  of 
the  few  opportunities  which  this  branch  has  of  ex- 
pressing its  opinion  upon  fixing  the  pay  of  the  city 
laborers.  I  believe  we  are  wrongfully  deprived  of 
any  voice  iu  the  expenditures  of  that  department.  1 
do  not  believe  that  we  are  illegally  deprived  of  it, 
but  that  the  frainers  of  our  charter  were  wrong  in 
preventing  us  from  having  a  voice  in  this  matter. 
This  is  the  only  way  we  can  take  any  action  and  influ- 
ence the  heads  of  departments  In  asking  for 
$2  a  day  for  laborers,  I  believe  1  reflect  the  opin- 
ion of  all  the  master  mecb  nics  in  this  body.  I  think 
I  have  heard  members  state  in  conversation  and  on 
this  floor  that  there  has  been  a  well  recognized  rise 
in  the  price  of  labor.  I  think  there  has  been  an  ad- 
vance in  the  price  of  labor  and  materials  for  the  de- 
partment of  public  buildings  of  fifteen  to  twenty  per 
cent,  since  the  superintendent  made  up  his  estimate 
at  the  first  of  the  year.  I  understand  from  members 
and  persons  employing  labor  that  $2  a  day  is  not  a 
high  price.  On  the  other  hand,  if  we  leave  it  to  the 
superintendents  without  giving  them  instructions  or 
anything  to  fall  back  upon,  we  will  have  the  same 
error  that  was  pointed  but  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  19,  of  meu  getting  $1.50,  §1.75  and  $2  a  day, 
not  because  of  their  work,  but  for  reasons  which 
need  not  be  explained  here.  It  seems  to  me 
we  ought  to  fix  a  standard  by  saying  that 
n  our  judgment  $2  a  day  shall  be  the  minimum 
wages  for  the  present  for  au  able-bodied  work- 
man. Then  if  in  any  department  a  man  is  worth 
more,  the  superintendent  or  committee  will  be  em- 
powered to  pay  him  more.  I  think  the  gentleman 
did  not  notice  the  reading  of  the  order  or  he  would 
not  have  offered  the  aaieudment.  My.  amendment 
will  do  injustice  to  nolaborerin  thedepartmenis,and 
will  not  interfere  with  the  price  paid  for  employees 
worth  more  than  $2  a  day."  I  think  that  $2  a  day 
is  very  near  the  price  paid  by  nearly  all  large  em- 
plovers  of  laborers. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  will  de'ain  the 
Council  but  a  moment  to  explain  the  vote  which  I 
shall  give  on  this  mutter.  Members  who  were  here 
last  vear  will  recollect  that  I  was  on  a  committee  to 
consider  the  matter  of  labor.  The  city  then  paid 
§1.50  a  day.  After  considering  the  matter  the  commit- 
tee reported  unanimously  that  $1.75  wastair  wages  to 
pay  the  laborers.  Theposition  I  took  then  was  that  it 
was  economy  to  pay  a  laborer  wages  upon  which  he 
could  live  without  asking  charity  or  gettinginto  debt 
—to  enable  him  to  live  in  common  decency.  I  reported 


tor  the  committee  and  spoke  at  some  length  in  favor 
of  it,  although  the  market  price  was  such  at  that 
time  that  you  could  set  men  for  what  youcho'eto 
pay,  $1.25,  $1.50,  $1.75.  Practically  the  pay  of  labor- 
ers in  the  city  was  move.)  up  to  $1.75  after  the  pas- 
sage of  that  order  by  the  City  Councii.  Now,  sir,  I 
am  not  prepared  to  do  anything  that  will  raise  the 
pay  of  laborers  all  over  the  city,  even  though  T  may 
be  posted  in  the  newspapers  as  ooe  not  a  friend  of 
the  workingmen.  I  think  there  has  not  been  such  a 
rise  in  the  cost  of  the  necessaries  of  life  as  to  cause 
us  to  raise  the  pay  of  laborers  to  $2  a  day.  The 
labor  market  has  not  advanced  from  $J.75  to 
$2  a  day.  You  can  get  all  the  men  in  Boston 
you  want  at  $1.75  a  day.  If  there. are  admirable 
inen  in  the  employ  of  the  city  whom  the 
superintendent  is  liable  to  lose  on  account  of  their 
getting  positions  elsewhere  at  higher  wages,  I  am 
willing  to  vote  fortbe  order  coming  from  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  that  they  may  be  authorized  to  pay 
those  men  what  they  are  worth.  But  that  all  labor- 
ers' wages  shall  be  moved  up  to  $2  a  day,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  vote  for  at  the  present  time.  I  do  not 
think  there  has  been  such  a  necessity  shown  as 
would  warrant  the  Council  in  passing  that  vote. 
With  every  feeling  to  do  justice  to  the  workingman, 
I  do  notfeel  called  upon  to  pay  more  than  is  paid  in 
the  labor  market,  unless  it  can  be  sbowu  that  the 
laborer  cannot  lire  in  decency  upon  the  pay  he  is 
getting.  I  think  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  21  are  good  iu  the  point  in  which  he 
makes  no  distinction  between  the  man  who  works 
with  his  hands  or  brains.  We  are  all  of  us 
laborers,  and  get  as  much  as  our  brains  will 
bring,  and  we  are  bought  and  sold  just  as 
mucli  as  the  man  who  works  with  his  hands.  I  trust 
the  order  as  it  came  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
will  pass. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1— As  my  friend  from  Ward 
25  is  not  here,  and  I  thiuk  we  have  heard  all  we 
want  to  hear  on  this  question,  I  move  the  previous 
question . 

The  main  question  was  ordered.  Mr.  Pratt's 
amendment  was  rejected.  Mr.  Whitmore's  amend- 
ment was  taken  by  a  rising  vote,  27  for.  29  against, 
but  pending  the  declaration  of  the  result  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  ordered  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpat- 
rick,  and  the  amendment  was  rejected,  yeas  2S,  navs 
31: 

Yeas— Barry,  Bartlett,  Bowker,  Boyle,  Conneli, 
Costello,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Daly,  Dcvlit.,  C.  P.  Doh- 
erty,  J.  Doherty,  Fitzpatriek,  Folan,  Harding,  Ma- 
guire,  McNamara,  Meaus,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Mullett, 
Murphy,  Pope,  Quigley.  Rosnoskv,  Teevan,  Walsh, 
Welch,  Whitmore— 28. 

.Nays — Beal,  lirimbecom,  Brown.  Child,  II.  Clapp, 
H.  B.  Clapp,  Cummings,DaDa, Dudley,  Eddy.Etuerv, 
Fisk,  Ford,  Freeman,  Gove,  Greenough,  Hart,  Hil- 
ton. Hosley,  Huntress.  Lovell,  Mathews,  P  Morrison, 
Parkman,  Pratt,  Smith,  Swan,  Viles.  Wakefield, 
Wheeler,  W  lliams— 31. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Bigelow,  Conlin,  Dennev, 
Farwell,  Lauten,  McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P. 
J.  McLaughlin,  Powers,  Pray,  Roeers,  Wharton— 12. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  aud  passea  m 
concurrence.    Mr.  Gove  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost- 

Salayies. 

The  ordinance  to  amend  the  ordinance  establish- 
ing salaries  came  down  wi:h  the  non-concurreuce  of 
the  ctner  branch  in  the  salaries  adopted  by  the  Coun- 
cil, anl  the  substitution  of  the  amouut-  as  hereto- 
fore fixed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Accompany- 
ing the  same  was  an  order  appointing  a  committee 
of  seven  Aldermen  to  confer  with  a  committee  of 
this  Council  on  the  subject  of  the  difference  between 
the  two  branches  relating  to  undetermined  salaries 
of  city  officers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  Council  Voted  to 
insist  upon  its  p  evious  action. 

Mr.  Whitmore — Is  it  necessary  for  us  to  concur  in 
the  request  for  a  committee  of  conference? 

The  President— Tiie  Chair  would  say  that  under 
the  rules  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  appoint  a 
committee  of  conference.  Of  course  the  Council 
can  express  its  owl  action. 

Mr.  Gove— I  move  that  that  matter  be  referred  to 
the  next  City  Government. 

Tne  President— The  gentleman  may  move  to  refer 
to  the  next  City  Government,  but  the'Chair  will  have 
to  appoint  the  committee. 

Mr.  Gove — If  the  matter  comes  in  the  form  of  an 
order  have  not  the  Councii  a  right  to  reject  that 
order? 

The  President— The  board  have  appointed  that 
committee,  but  the  order  does  not  come  down  to  us 
for  concurrence-  There  is  nothing  showing  that  it  is 
seut  down  for  concurrence.  It  is  simply  endorsed  "sent 
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down."  The  rule  for  the  appointment  of  the  committee 
is  imperative, and  the  Chair  will  read  it.  [The  President 
read  the  rule  requiring  one  branch  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  when  requested  by  the  other 
branch.]  The  Board  of  Aldermen  having  appointed 
a  committee  of  conference,  there  is  no  discretion  on 
the  part  of  this  Council  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21— If  this  matter  is  referred 
to  tbe  next  City  Government,  what  ^ill  be  the  effect 
of  it? 

The  President — There  is  nothing  for  the  Coun- 
cil to  act  upon.  The  Chair  has  simply  read  to 
the  Council  an  order  for  information.  The  board 
have  passed  an  order  aDpointing  a  committee  of 
conference,  and  there  is  no  action  for  this  Council 
to  take  except  to  appoint  the  committee. 

Mr.  Gove — Do  the  Boaid  of  Aldermen  ask  for  the 
committee  of  conference? 
The  Pre-ident— They  do  not. 

Mr.  Gove — Then  I  would  move  a  suspension  of  the 
rule. 

The  Pre-ident— That  requires  concurrent  action  of 
both  branches.  There  is  no  earthly  way  of  prevent- 
ing the  Chair  from  appointing  a  committee  of  con- 
ference on  this  matter.  'L'be  rule  is  imperative  and 
can  omy  be  suspended  by  concurrent  action  of  both 
branches.  The  notice  has  come  here  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  committee,  and  we  must  obey  the  joint 
rule. 

Mr.  Gove — Cannot  we  vote  to  suspend  the  joint 
rule,  and  send  our  action  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
for  concurrence? . 
The  President — We  can. 

Mr.  Gove— And  would  that  operate  to  defeat  the 
appointment  of  the  committee  at  this  time? 

The  Preside!— If  the  Chair  should  see  that  the 
Council  desired  to  suspend  the  ruie,  he  would  re- 
frain from  appointing  ihe  committee.  The  Chair 
would  suggest  that  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  have 
appointed  a  committee  of  conference,  it  is  hardly 
presumable  tLat  they  would  vote  to  suspend  the 
rule. 

Mr.  (Jove— I  move  to  suspend  the  rule. 
Mr.  Wbitmore — I  desire  to  submit  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Council,  and  also  to  the  Chair,  the  fact 
that  utter  a  rule  has  gone  into  effect  wliethe)  it  is 
possible  for  us  to  suspend  it.  The  rule  says  a  cer- 
tain thing  shall  be  done.  The  Boaid  of  Alder- 
men have  appointed  a  committee  of  conference, 
an't  it  is  then  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  appoint  that 
committee  here.  Under  those  circumstances  can  we 
suspend  a  rule  which  has  already  gone  into  effect? 
It  was  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  appoint  this  confer- 
ence committee  at  any  time  after  the  Council  assem- 
bled. Now,  can  we  by  merely  suspending  the  rule 
annul  a  compact  which  has  been  entered  into  by 
both  branches? 

The  President — The  Council  wili  not  annul  tbe  or- 
der by  suspending  the  rule.  The  Chair  cannot  fhi:  k 
onncil  would  commit  so  great  a  discourtesy  to 
another  branch  of  the  City  Government  as  to  say 
that  they  refused  to  grant  a  committee  of  conference 
when  requested. 

.Mr.  Gove — My  reason  for  doing  it  is  if  it  would  be 
an  act  of  discourtesy  on  the  part  of  this  Council  to 
do  that ,  then  it  was  an  indecent  act  on  the  part  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  President— The  gentleman  cannot  criticise  a 
co-ordinate  branch  ut  tbe  City  Council  with  unpar- 
liinentarv  language.  Whatever  they  may  have  done 
is  no  reason  for  this  Council  acting  discourteously. 

Mr.  Gove— I  was  merely  giving  my  reasons  for  sus- 
pending the  rule. 

The  President — The  gentleman  can  do  that,  but  he 
cannot  u^e  unparliamentary  language. 

Mr.  Gove-  -Wei!, then,  Mr.  President,  if  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  -aw  lit  after  tbe  vote  taken  by  this 
Council  at  ite  last  meeting,  upon  this  matter,  when 
the  request  was  made,  here  for  a  conference  commit- 
tee, and  voted  down  so  emphatically  by  members  of 
this  Council,  showing  that  they  did  not  wish  to  have 
a  committee  of  conference,  tlieu  1  'hink,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, it  U  sufficient  reason  for  us  to  suspend 
tbe  rule  in  order  that  we  may  lay  it  upon 
the  table  and  ba\e  an  opportunity  to  see  if  we. 
cannot  have  them  assist  in  being  courteous  toward 
1 1 1 i ^  branch.  It  seems  to  me  the  rule  ought  to  be 
suspended. 

Mr.  Pratt— I  was  waiting  for  somebody  to  express 

some  opposition  to  such  a  motion.    Perhaps  it  is  the 

intention  of  membera  to  quietly  vote  it  down  with- 

ii,  thing,  and  1  will  not  detain  them  with 

any  lengthy  remarks.     I  am    surprised   that  the  gen- 

From  Ward  1  Is  carried  so  far  by  his  zeal  in  the 

»iiy  should  we  do  something 

which  is  discourteoni  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen? 

Why  should  w.-  do   something    which  we  should  not 

like  to  have  them  pay    back    o  us?     Why  docs  he  say 


it  was  voted  down  by  such  an  overwhelming  major- 
ity? According  to  my  recollection  it  was  but  by  a  small 
majority  that  the  committee  of  conference  was  voted 
down  and  the  order  passed  and  sent  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  There  is  a  large  minority  of  thi*  Council 
in  favor  of  an  order  different  from  the  one  sent  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  The  Council  at  that  time  insisted 
upon  its  course  and  sent  the  order  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  who  could  not  see  reasons  for  receding, 
and  suggest  a  committee  of  conference,  and  appoint 
one  on  their  part.  What  harm  can  come  from  our 
appointing  a  committee  of  conference?  Why  should 
we  attempt  to  suspend  the  rule  only  to  find  ourselves 
a  week  from  to-night  with  notice  sent  back  that  the 
Aldermen  do  not  choose  to  suspend  the  rule?  Why 
should  we  pass  this  motion,  the  sole  effect  of  which 
wouid  be  an  affront  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  which 
they  have  a  right  to  reseut,  and  visit  upon  us  when- 
ever the  majority  sentiment  of  that  board  shall 
differ  from  the  majority  sentiment  of  this  board?  It 
is  not  at  all  up  to  the  tone  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  1  to  make  such  i.  motion  as  that.  It  is  not 
at  all  up  to  the  straight,  manly  wav  of  making  legis- 
lative points  that  this  Council  has  been  accus- 
tomed to  observe.  Reasons  have  been  given  for  and 
against  insisting  upon  our  former  action,  and  the 
Council  have  voted  to  insist.  The  other  branch  insist 
upon  their  action,  and  appoint  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence. In  justice  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to  the 
large  minority  in  this  Council,  and  to  the  whole 
Courcil,  I  think  this  motion  should  be  sunpressed, 
and  tbe  conference  committee  appointed. 

The  Council  refused  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Subsequently  the  President  announced  the  appoint- 
ment of  Messrs.  Stnith  of  Ward  21,  Rosnoskv  of 
Ward  16,  Gove  of  Ward],  Folan  of  Ward  13,  Fisk 
of  Ward  20,  Connell  ol  Ward  20,  and  Mathews  of 
Ward  21,  as  the  Committee  of  Conference  on  the  part 
of  the  Council. 

ADDITIONAL  PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDER- 
MEN. 

The  Chair  announced  that  certain  papers  had  been 
received  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  too  late  to  be 
printed  on  the  programme: 

Order  to  grade,  fence  and  sod  the  yard  of  the 
Prince  schoolhouse. 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  mo- 
tion of  Air.  Clapp,  of  Wa-d  14,  and  passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  Morrison,  of  Ward  23,  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.     Lost. 

Order  to  make  the  alterations  on  the  Old  State 
House  by  contract  or  otherwise,  as  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  may  deem  expedient. 

Mr.  Greenough  asked  for  an  explanation  and  Mr. 
Whituiore  replied  that  the  committee  had  very  clear 
and  definite  ideas  of  what  they  wished  to  do.  They 
wished  to  restore  the  exterior  and  upper  stories  of 
the  Old  State  House,  the  plans  and  drawings  for 
which  are  prepared.  The  plans  for  the  interior  will 
be  prepared  as  soon  as  Mr.'Clough  returns  this  week. 
It  is  impossible  to  do  all  this  work  by  contract,  and 
the  committee  desire  power  to  exercise  their  discre- 
tion. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Whit- 
more  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

Repoit  and  order  appropriating  $0500,  to  be  trans- 
ierred  from  the  Reserve  Fund  for  widening  the  draw 
of  Mt.  Washington-avenue  bridge.  Order  read  twice 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Lauteu,  of  Ward  14,  and  passed  in  concurrence,  yeas 
53,  nays  0.    Mr.  Lauteu  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

Evening  High  School. 

Report  and  order  to  transfer  §3500  from  the  Re- 
serve Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  schoolhouses, 
public  buildings. 

Mr.  Emery,  of  Ward  17,  would  like  to  know  if 
there  is  considerable  business  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  that  we  have  not  on  our  list.  The  Traveller 
did  not  come  to  me  to-mght.  I  presume  it  is  at  my 
place  of  business.  I  do  not  like  to  pass  even  routine 
matters  without  knowing  something  about  them.  1 
would  asK  if  there  is  quite  a  number  oi  these  orders. 

The  President — This  order  was  referred  ro  the 
Finance  Committee  by  the  Common  Council  on  the 
17th  of  September.  The  committee  reported  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  last  evening.  That  body  nassed 
the  order,  and  it  now  comes  to  the  Common  Council 
for  concurrence. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  IS— This  is  an  appropriation  for 
fitting  up  a  room  in  the  High  school  building  for  the 
use  of  the  Evening  High  school.  I  suppose  it  is  tor 
putting  lights  into  the  building  in  some  form  or 
other.  Alderman  O'Brien  stated  that  the  probabili- 
ties were  that  it  would  not  cost  over  $1000, that  it 
would  be  either  in  one  room  in  the  basement  Or  some 
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upper  room,  and  there  are  some  other  matters  which 
they  wanted  the  money  for. 

Mr.  Child  of  Warn  17—1  do  not  wish  to  have  that 
order  passed  without  entering  a  protest  against  the 
possibility  of  disfiguring  the  new  English  High  and 
Latin  school  bHildiDg.  The  School  Committee  or- 
dered the  gas  piping  left  out  of  the  building,  and 
now  they  have  turned  around  and  asked  to 
have  it  put  in.  The  building  is  fireproof,  aod 
constructed  in  such  a  manner  that  the  pip- 
ing cannot  be  done  without  disfiguring  the 
building.  I  waot  to  understand  this  matter 
a  little  better  than  I  do  from  the  explanation  given 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  18,  because  the  only 
control  the  Council  have  over  it  is  in  withholding 
the  appropriation.  If  I  am  correctly  informed  there 
are  parts  of  the  building  which  can  be  used  for  the 
Evening  High  school,  without  the  addition  of  gas 
piping.  I  do  not  wish  to  oppose  evening  high  schools 
in  any  way ,  but  I  want  to  save  the  beauty  and  sub- 
stantial construction  of  the  building. 

Mr.  Whitinore — This  order  was  introduced  by  me, 
and  I  asked  the  Council  to  suspend  the  rule,  hut  they 
referred  it  to  the  Finance  Committee.  I  introduced 
it  by  direction  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  BuildiDgs,  in  order  that  we  might  have  the 
means  to  carry  out  a  previous  order  of  the  Coun- 
cil. On  the  5th  of  July  we  were  requested  to  com- 
ply with  the  wish  of  he  School  Committee  and  fit  up 
rooms  for  the  Evening  High  school  in  this  High  and 
Latin  School  building.  The  Council  gave  us  no 
money,  and  we  came  in  in  a  hurry  to  ask  for  some. 
If  we  have  the  money  we  can  decide  whether  it  is 
best  to  pul  in  the  gas  piping  or  not.  I  may  say  that 
it  is  a  discretion  which  the  committee  would  be  glad 
to  get  rid  of.  They  do  not  desire  to  decide  whether 
or  not  it  is  best  to  put  gas  in  that  building.  If  the 
Council  decide  to  have  it  done,  it  is  necessary  for 
the  committee  to  have  the  means.  The  passing  of 
the  vote  does  not  make  it  imperative  to  put  gas  in 
there,  and  if  you  refuse  us  the  money  we  cannot  do 
anything.  The  passing  of  the  order  would  not  neces- 
sarily be  a  decision  in  favor  of  putting  gas  into  these 
rooms. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— I  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  17  that  this  is  a  very  poor  thing  to  do. 
This  building  was  constructed  as  an  ornament  to  the 
city  of  Boston.  If  we  pass  this  order  the  committee 
will  have  power  to  put  gas  into  the  building.  I  never 
heard  anybody  ask  the  question  whether  there  was 
not  some  o(  her  building  available  for  the  Evening 
High  school,  and  should  like  to  ask  if  there  is  not  one 
in  that  vicinity  which  can  be  utilized  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  Child— 1  think  this  building  is  the  proper  loca- 
tion for  an  evening  high  school.  But  f  do  not  think 
the  proper  room  in  the  building  is  in  the  upper  part 
where  there  is  no  gas.  There  are  several  rooms  in 
the  basement  which  can  be  well  fitted  up  for  the 
purpose  of  an  evening  high  school,  just  as  well  as 
the  part  was  fitted  up  for  the  South  End  branch 
library.  As  the  gentleman  has  stated  that  Alderman 
O'Brien  states  that  it  will  cost  only  a  thousand  dol- 
lars, I  move  to  amend  the  order  by  striking  out 
"$3500,"  and  inserting  "$1000." 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  should  like  to  know  if  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction  have  examined  and 
have  an  opinion  to  express  upon  the  advisability  of 
an  evening  high  school. 

Mr.  Whitinore— If  the  committee  undertake  to  fit 
up  the  rooms  in  the  basement  it  will  cost  probably 
7  to  $8000.  The  three  or  four  rooms  tor  the  South- 
End  branch  library  cost  $5600.  I  think  Alderman 
O'Brien  must  have  misunderstood  the  matter  in  say- 
ing that  $1000  would  be  ample.  It  depends  upon 
how  many  rooms  are  needed  and  how  much  they  are 
fitted  up.  The  Committee  on  Evening  High  School 
have  not  told  us  what  rooms  they  want.  After  our 
experience  with  the  City  Architect  to  vote  $1000  is 
simply  to  kill  the  order  by  indirect  on.  I  imagine 
Alderman  O'Brien  had  in  mind  the  proposition  to 
run  the  pipe  along  the  walls  instead  of  under  the 
floor,  but  that  is  not  the  way  in  which  any  gentleman 
here  would  fit  up  his  house. 

Mr.  Huntress  of  Ward  11— I  have  talked  with 
practical  gas  fittevs  and  they  have  told  me  that  if  the 
floors  are  made  of  wood  there  is  no  difficulty  about 
putting  the  gas  pipes  in  there.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  the  floors  are  made  of  cement  or  iron,  there  is  no 
practical  way  of  getting  them  in  except  under  the 
ceilings.  I  do  not  know  what  the  floors  of  this  build- 
ing are  composed  of,  but  if  it  is  necessary  that  the 
pipes  must  be  run  under  the  ceiling,  it  seems  to  me 
some  effort  should  be  made  to  discover  whether 
there  are  not  other  buildings  whic'x  can  be  used  for 
that  purpose.  I  have  no  feeling  one  way  or  the  other 
about  it. 

Mr.  Whitinore— The  geutleiuan    is   correctly  in- 


formed. The  floors  are  of  brick  and  the  beams  of 
iron.  In  taking  up  the  flooring  it  is  necessary  to  re- 
move the  tiling,  which  will  oe  very  difficult  to  put 
back  in  proper  condition.  The  City  Architect  was 
very  loath  to  undertake  it  for  $3500.  The  empty 
High  Schoolhouse  on  Harrison  avenue  is  ready  for 
occupancy,  but  the  Committee  on  Evening  High 
School  want  the  best  rooms  they  can  have  I  think 
the  cheapest  and  best  course  is  to  take  the  house  on 
Harrison  avenus,  which  is  ready  for  use. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lovell,  of  Ward  1,  the  order  was 
laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lovell  the  rule  was  suspended 
and  he  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion consider  and  report  whether  there  is  not  a  build- 
ing that  could  be  used  instdad  of  the  new  High  and 
Latin  school  building  for  Evening  High  school  with- 
out detriment  to  said  school. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitinore,  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction .  Mr.  Lovell 
moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

Common  Council  Contingent  Fund. 
Report  and  order  to  transfer  $2500  from  the  re- 
serve fund  to  the  Common  Council  contingent  fund. 
Order  read  twice  under  a  suspansion  of  the  rnle,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  whitmore,  and  passed  in  concur- 
rence, yeas  49,  nays  4 — Messrs.  Child  of  Ward  17, 
Emery  of  Ward  18,  Freeman  of  Ward  10,  and  Viles 
of  Ward  8,  voting  nay.  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ward  21, 
moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

THE  GARFIELD   MEMORIAL  MEETING. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21  offered  an  order— That  the 
proceedings  of  the  City  Council  of  Boston  in  com- 
memoration of  the  death  of  James  A.  Garfield,  late 
President  of  the  United  States,  be  printed  as  a  city 
document,  the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  printing. 

Mr.  Parkman,  of  Ward  9,  said  the  proceedings  of 
the  City  Government  and  the  eulogy  to  be  pro- 
nounced upon  Fiesident  Garfield's  death  will  all  be 
published  in  book  form  and  distributed  to  members 
of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Smith — I  offered  the  order  because  there  is  a 
large  demand  for  copies  of  the  proceedings  and  they 
are  not  obtainable. 

Mr.  Wheeler,  of  Ward  10,  asked  if  Mr.  Smith 
would  not  prefer  to  have  the  memorial  volume 
which  will  probably  be  issued,  to  distribute  among 
his  friends,  rather  than  the  namphlet  copy. 

Mr.  Smith  replied  that  there  would  not  be  euough 
to  go  around  The  pamphlets  are  not  very  expensive, 
and  a  great  manv  people  desire  them. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  tie  order  read  a  sec- 
ond time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

SALARIES   FIXED   BY  JOINT  ORDERS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  up  the  special  assignment 
for  nine  o'clock  P.  M.,  viz. :  report  and  orders  (city 
doc.  122)  establishing  the  salaries  of  the  Harbor  Mas- 
ter and  other  officers  whose  salaries  cannot  be  lixed 
by  ordinance;  and  authorizing  the  City  Treasurer  to 
accept  the  office  of  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 

The  order-  were_ordered  to  a  second  reading.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  whitmore  the  rule  was  suspended, 
and  the  orders  were  put  upon  their  passage. 

Mir.  Pratt  inquired  the  necessity  of  the  clause  re- 
ferring to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and 
Mr.  Whitmore  replied  that  there  had  been  a  great 
deal  of  criticism  that  officers  should  devote  their  en- 
tire time  to  the  duties  of  their  office.  The  City  Coun- 
cil can  permit  bim  to  accept  the  office  or  forbid  him 
from  doing  so,  and  the  order  is  simply  to  make  the 
matter  plain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gove,  of  Ward  1,  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to 
the  next  meeting  at  8  o'clock. 

WATER  FROM  LAKE   WINNIPISEOGEE. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Council  considered 
the  motion  to  substitute  a  minority  report  iD  favor 
of  investigating  the  subject  of  obtaining  a  water 
supply  from  Lake  Winnipiseogee,  for  a  majority  re- 
port of  inexnedient  to  further  consider  that  sub- 
ject. 

Tue  motion  to  substitute  was  lost,  15  for,  24  against, 
and  the  majority  report  was  accepted.    Sent  up. 

Subsequently,' Mr.  Wheeler  moved  to  take  from 
the  table  the  order  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
special  committee  to  ascertain  and  report  on  the  ex- 
pediency and  expense  of  providing  for  the  city  a 
supply  of  water  from  Lake  Winnipiseegee.  Carried ; 
and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wheeler  the  order  was  in- 
definitely postponed.  Mr.  Wheeler  moved  to  recou- 
sider.    Lost. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY  BEADING  FOR  THE  PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS. 

Ou  luotion  of  Mr.  Child,  of  Ward  17,  the  Council 
took  from  the  file*  the  order  for  the  supply  of 
supplementary  reading  to  the  public  schools  at 
an  expense  of  $1000.  The  order  was  read, 
and  the  question  was  upon  giving  it  a  second 
reading.  Mr.  Child  offered  the  following  as  a  sub- 
stitute: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Reserved 
Fun.t  to  the  appropriation  for  school  expenses  the 
sum  ol  S1000,  to  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  books 
for  supplementary  reading  in  the  public  schools,  on 
the  olan  known  as  the  "Wells  School  System,"  in 
in  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Puolic  Librarv,  passed  May  24,  1881,  and  the  ac- 
tion of  the  School  Committee  bad  thereon  June  28, 
1881. 

The  President— The  Chair  supposes  the  gentle- 
man's idea  is  to  authorize  the  expenditure  of  $1000 
for  this  purpose.  The  substitute  will  not  allow  the 
expenditure.  It  is  analagous  to  appropriating  $35,- 
000  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  for  reparing  the 
Old  State  House,  and  passing  an  order  to  spend  the 
money  afterwards. 

Mr  Fitzpatrick  moved  to  specially  assign  to  the 
next  meeting  at  eight  o'clock.  Lost,  18  for,  21 
against. 

Mr.  Child  moved  to  amend  the  order  by  adding  the 
following: 

'•And  the  School  Committee  are  hereby  authorized 
to  expend  the  whole  or  auy  part  of  said  sum  tor  said 
purpose." 

Mr.  Wh'tmore  said  that  he  had  seen  the  substitute 
and  understood  it,  but  did  not  understand  the 
amendment  or  how  it  would  affect  the  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next, 
meeting  at  balf-past  eight  o'clock  P.  M. 

MYSTIC  PUMPING  STATION. 

Mr.  Greenougb,  of  Ward  9,  submitted  a  re- 
quest from  the  Boston  Water  Board  for  authority  to 
expend  not  exceeding  S1500  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curing a  right  of  way  by  deed  or  otherwise  for  the 
construction  of  a  track  by  the  Lowell  Railroad  Coin- 
pony  from  their  road  to  the  Mystic  pumping  station, 
for  the  purpose  of  transporting  coal,  etc.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Water. 

INSPECTION  OF   BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Ward  8,  submitted  reports 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  follow- 
iig  petitions:  Speare,  Gregory  &  Co.,  F.  D.  Ed- 
wards, A.  H.  Allen.    Severally  accepted.    Sent  up. 

THE  FIBE-ALARM  SYSTEM. 
.Mr.  Brown,  of  Ward  23,  submitted  a  report  from 
tue  Joint  Committee  on  Fire  Department  on  the 
order  to  consider  the  expediency  of  substituting  a 
still  lire  alarm  for  the  present  system;  that  the  still 
alarm  cannot  be  used  in  a  department  composed  of 
both  permanent  and  call  members,  like  that  of  Bos- 
ton. By  that  system  alarms  are  given  at  the 
engine-houses  only,  and  call  members  who 
aro  engaged  in  business  in  different  parts 
of  the  city ,  and  often  at  long  distances  trom  the  loca- 
tion of  the  apparatus  to  which  they  are  attached, 
would  not  be  promptly  informed  of  the  occurrence 
of  a  tire.  It  wculd  not,  therefore,  be  practicable  to 
adopt  such  a  system  until  none  but  permanent  men 
are  employed  in  the  department,  anl  the  committee, 
therefore,  believe  that  it  is  inxpedient  to  make  any 
change  at  :he  present  time.    Accept  el.    Sent  up. 

WASHINGTON     PABK. 

Mr.  Parnman,  ot  Ward  9,  submitted  a  report 
trom  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public 
Grounds  on  the  order  directing  the  removal  of  stone 
from  and  the  grading  of  the  southwesterly  side  of 
Washington  park— That  the  work  is  part  of  a  street 
improvement  which  should  properly  be  performed 
by  the  Committee  on  Paving,  and  your  committee 
therefore  respectfully  request  to  be  relieved  from 
further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ward  21  asked  for  some  reason  for 
the  report. 

Mr.  l'arknian  of  Ward  9—1  was  absent  I roin  the 
meeting  of  the  ccmmittea  at  which  this  report  was 
adopted,  and  cannot  give  the  reasons  which  inliu 
enced  iheui.  As  I  remember  the  situation  there,  a 
n,  one  side  of  Washington  park  has  been  left 
in  a  very  rough  mid  unfinished  condition.  The  com- 
mittee were  urged  to  put  it  in  order  some  time  ago, 
but  it  lid  <>■  '  teeai  within  their  province  to  do  it. 
and  they  bad  no  money  to  spend  for  such  a  purpose. 


I  suppose  that  is  the  reason  the  committee  so  re- 
ported. 

Mr.  Smith— It  seems  to  me  that  the  locality  in 
question  is  a  part  of  the  park,  and  I  don't  see  what 
right  the  Committee  on  Paving  would  have  to  go 
there  and  make  any  improvements.  I  move  that 
it  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  "Ward  13— The  Superintendent  of 
Common  informed  the  committee  that  this  same  peti- 
tion had  been  referred  in  previous  years  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common,  who  have  no  charge  of  the  prem- 
ises. He  said  it  was  under  the  Committee  on 
Paving. 

Mr.  Smith— I  think  the  previous  petition  was  for 
very  much  more  work  than  is  asked  for  in  this  order. 
There  is  no  part  of  it  in  charge  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving,  as  I  can  Bee.  It  is  only  asked  that  the  land 
be  graded  so  that  it  will  look  decently.  I  don't 
tbink  the  Paving  Committee  have  anything  to  do 
with  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  the  subject  was  referred 
to  the  Paving  Committee. 

Subsequently  ou  motion  rf  Mr.  Smith  the  refer- 
ence was  reconsidered  and  the  report  was  ac- 
cepted. 

The  question  then  came  upon  giving  the  original 
order  a  second  reading — That  the  Supeiintendent  of 
the  Common  and  Public  Grounds  be  directed  to  re- 
move the  stone  from  and  grade  the  southeasterly  side 
of  Washington  park,  facing  Bainbridge  street, in  tne 
Highland  District,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Devlin,  of  Ward  23,  the  order 
was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

TBUSTEE  OF  CITY  HOSPITAL. 

Mr.  Freeman,  of  Ward  10,  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Special  Committee  to  nominate  a  Trustee 
of  the  City  Hospital,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  the  resignation  of  Alderman  Joseph  A.  Tucker, 
recommending  the  re-election  of  Aluerman  Joseph 
A.  Tucker.    Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Freeman,  of  Ward  10,  an  elec- 
tion was  ordered.  Committee,  Messrs.  Freeman  of 
Ward  10,  Murphy  of  Ward  3,and  Cronin  of  Ward  12. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 52 

JS  ecessary  for  a  choice 27 

Joseph  A.  Tucker  had. 28 

C.  S.  Haldeuian 26 

And  Mr.  Tucker  was  elected.    Sent  up. 

THE  Y'ORKTOWN  CELEBRATION. 
Mr.  Rosnoskey  of  Ward  16  offered  an  order— That 
His  Honor  the  Mayor,  the  chairman  and  one  other 
member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  the  President 
and  two  other  members  of  the  Council,  be  appointed 
to  represent  the  City  of  Boston  at  the  coming  cele- 
bration in  Yorktown;  the  expense  connected  there- 
with to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  incident- 
als. Retused  a  second  reading— 12  for,  24  against, 
Mr.  Child,  ot  Ward  17,  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

THi.   WINTHROP   FARM   FOR  A  PARK. 

Mr.  Williams  of  War  ill  offered  an  order — That  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  requested  to  report  at 
their  earliest  convenience  on  the  desirability  of  in- 
cluding in  the  system  of  parks  the  land  in  Winthrop 
now  owued  by  the  City  of  Boston  and  known  as  the 
Winthrop  Farm.  Kef  erred  to  Committee  on  Public 
Parks,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12. 

RESIGNATIONS  OF    PUBLIC   OFFICERS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order — 
That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition 
the  legislature  at  its  next  regular  session  for  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  defining  the  method  of  resigning  elec- 
tive or  other  public  offices. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 

ORLEANS-STREET  NUISANCE. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  2  offered  an  order— That 
the  Board  of  Health  be  requested  to  abate  the  nui- 
sance io  Orleans  street,  between  Maverick  and  De- 
catur streets. 

Mr.  Whet  ler,  of  Ward  10,  asked  for  an  explanation 
of  the  order. 

Mr.  Doherty,  ot  Ward  2,  said  it  needed  to  be  at- 
tended to  immediately,  and  similar  orders  had  been 
passed  without  reference  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  Freeman,  of  Ward  10,  moved  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  nealth.    Lost. 

Mr.  Emery,  of  Ward  17,  asked  what  the  nuisance 
was,  desiring  not  to  vote  upon  the  order  without 
having  some  reason  for  it. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  2— This  nuisance  consists  of 
pools  of  ditty  water  in  the  street,  and  garbage  left 
there  by  teams  employed  by  the  health  department. 
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It  is  dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  neighborhood. 
If  it  were  in  front  of  the  bouses  of  any  gentlemen 
here,  they  would  want  it  removed.  If  it  is  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Health  they  will  have  to  report 
back,  and  that  will  take  time.  It  needs  immediate 
attention. 

The  order  was  passed.    Mr.  Doherty  moved  a  re- 
consideration.   Lost.    Sent  up. 

PROTECTION  OF  SOURCES  OF    WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.   Williams   of  Ward    11  offered    an    order- 
That  the  Committee  on  Health  be  requested  to  re- 


port whether  any  further  legislation  is  needed  tc- 
protect  our  sources^ of  water  supply  from  pollution. 
Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Health. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  READING. 

Mr.  Child,  of  Ward  17,  moved  a  reconsideration 
ot  the  vote  assigning  the  matter  of  supplementary 
reading  to  the  next  meeting,  giving  notice  that  he 
would  offer  an  amendment  to  his  substitute  which 
will  make  it  a  proper  order  for  the  Council  to 
pass. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kosnosky  of  Ward  16. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

OCTOBER    3,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Alderman 
O'Brien.  Chairman,  pr:siding. 

JUBORS  DEAW.V. 
Four  grand  jurors   were  drawn   for  the  October 
term  of  the  United  States  Court. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Constables— John  E.  Butler,  lor  service  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Street  Commissioner's  office,  and  Lea- 
viti  B.  Palmer  and  Romanzo  X.  Wiswall,  for  service 
in  connection  with  the  office  of  the  Citv  Collector. 
Confirmed. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  thepart  of  the  Board — Jordan,  Marsh 
&  Co.,  for  leave  to  project  ten  electric  lights  from 
their  store  on  Washington  and  Avon  streets 

To  the  Committee  on  .Steam  Engines — A..  Water- 
man, to  erect  and  use  a  steam  boiler  at  Waterman's 
Mills,  423  Medford  street,  Cliarlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges — Geo.  H.  Murray,  to 
he  allowed  to  exhibit  his  plans  for  a  system  of  cross 
bridges  to  be  used  on  draw  bridges. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps — J.  S.  Robinson  and 
others,  for  street  lamps  on  Avon  street,  Ward  23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  on  thepart  of  the 
Boar/i—1.  H.  Carter  and  others,  that  all  wagons  be 
removed  from  Water  street  between  Washington  and 
Devonshire  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board — Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  a-  fol- 
lows: Jacob  Pettier,  new  wooden,  5  horses,  Walnut 
street  corner  Glen  road,  Ward  25;  J.  J.  Bowditch, 
uewwooaen,6  cows  and  7  horses,  on  Pond  street 
near  Avol,  Ward  23;  Alfred  Rogers,  new  wooden,  6 
horse.-,  Third  street,  south  side,  Dear  L,  street,  Ward 
14;  Geo.  N.  Dana,  new  brick,  2  horses,  316  Beacon 
street,  Ward  10;  H.  L.  Daggett,  new  brick,  4  horses, 
Newbury  street,  near  Hereford,  Ward  11 ;  Samuel  S. 
Wilson,  old  wooden,  2  horses,  98  Decatur  street, 
Ward  3. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings— J.  J.  Bowditch,  to  erect  a  wooden  addi- 
tion to  a  wooden  building  on  Pond  street,  near  Avon 
street,  Ward  23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers— James  J.  Doherty 
and  others,  that  the  defective  drainage  on  Chelsea 
street  may  be  remedied. 

To  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Commissions — 
Complaint  of  John  J.  Morris  against  the  conduct  of 
the  Board  of  Health  respecting  the  issue  of  a  burial 
permit. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving—  MeCrillis  Bros,  and 
others,  that  Spring  lane  be  put  in  order. 

Samuel  Harrington  and  others,  that  North  Ben- 
nett street  be  paved  with  asphalt. 

Ivory  Bean  and  others,  for  a  foot-bridge  over  B.  & 
P.  R.  R.  at  West  Rutlaud  square. 

Mflse.  Charitable  Mechanic  Association,  for  leave 
to  place  four  additional  electric  light  poles  on  West 
Xewron  street. 

Franklin  Haven  and  others,  trustees,  that  West 
Newton  street  be  graded,  and  that  edgestones  be  set 
on  south  side  thereof. 

Highland  Street  Railway  Co.,  for  a  lo:ation  of 
tracks  in  Hampiien  and  Northampton  streets,  Harri- 
son avenue  and  Springfield  street,  &c. 

William  L.  Simpson,  for  leave  to  project  a  sign  at 
217  Hanover  street. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of 
Lawrence  McGovern,  147  Havre  street;  El'en 
Frant-y,  136  Havre  street;  Ellen  D.  Mack,  Putnam 
street:  James  E.  Bowe,  619  E.  Fourth  street;  Gil- 
bert Williams,  11  Brighton  street,  Cliarlestown; 
Helen  A.  Scarf e,  380  Marlborough  street;  Margaret 
E.  Orchard,  64-80  Baxter  street;  Andrew  Hall,  239 
Lexington  street. 

(.'.  1".  Doherty  and  others,  that  Porter  street,  East 
Bo-tou,  may  be  macadamized  or  paved  with  Diode 
none. 

Petitions  for  leave  to  move  wooden  buildings  as 
follows:  Timothy  Ahearu,  from  23  Williams  street  to 
unnamed  place  ofl  Greenwood  avenue,  AVard  23; 
Thomas  Cowen,  from  Parsons  street  to  Church  street, 
Ward  25. 


Petition  for  edgestones  in  front  of  estate  of  Isaac 
H.  Tower,  Highland  street. 

Petition  for  edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk  in  front 
of  estate  ot  Rebecca  C.   \Viginn,  9  Woodville  square. 

Mrs.  T.  S.  Robie  and  others,  mat  the  pavement  of 
Somerset  st'.eet  be  continued  to  Ashburton  place. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Confirmation  of  election  officers,  laid  on  the  table 
on  motion  of  Alderman  Caldwell. 

The  Wem  Bridge  to  Charlestown. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  board  considered 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Fiaauce.  with  two 
or-ders  tor  loans — one  to  renuild  and  widen  Warren 
bridge  at  a  cost  of  .$400,000,  and  the  other  tor  con- 
struction of  a  new  bridge  between  Charlestown  and 
Boston  at  a  cost  of  ,s?60,000. 

Alderman  Curtis — I,  of  course,  sir,  am  in  Ihe  dark 
in  relation  to  this  bridge,  and  cannot  vote  for  eith- 
er of  the»e  loans.  I  never  had  an  invitation  to  see, 
and  have  never  seen  the  plans  of  this  bridge,  and 
know  nothing  about  them.  Without  any  knowledge 
of  the  bridge  or  what  they  propose  to"construct,  I 
cannot  talk  for  or  against  it,  and  if  called  to  vote  un- 
der the  circumstances  I  should  vote  against  it.  I 
hope  it  will  lay  on  the  table  at  least  for  one  week  un- 
til we  can  all  have  a  chance  to  examine  the  plans. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Caldwell  the  subject  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Public  Parks. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  beard  considered 
the  report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  with  proposi- 
tions for  loans  to  provide  public  parks  as  follows 
(Citv  Doc.  124): 

For  West  Koxbury  Park,  S600.000. 

City  Point  Park,  $100,000. 

Brighton  Park,  $200,000. 

Charles  River  Embankmeut,  .$300,000. 

Muddv  River  Improvement,  $200,000. 

East  Boston  Park,  $50,u00. 

Alderman  Breck— I  will  not  take  up  much  time 
with  ""hat  I  have  to  say  in  regard  to  the  West  Rox- 
bury  or  any  other  park;  the  subject  is  well  under- 
stood, or  ought  to  iie,  as  it  has  been  before  the  City 
Government  for  some  years  pajt.  The  Commission- 
ers in  recommending  tbis  tract  of  laud  within  the 
tbe  city  limits  for  a  park,  so  accessible  by  steam  and 
horse  railroads,  intended,  I  believe,  if  it  was  taken,  to 
make  it  the  great  central  park  of  the  city,  a 
park  that  would  accommodate  the  people  from 
all  sections  of  the  city;  all  other  proposed 
parks  being  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens 
who  live  in  tneir  immediate  vicinity.  These  of 
course  are  desirable,  but  can  not  be  considered 
an  immediate  necessity.  I  believe  it  will  be  better 
to  take  the  one  that  will  accommodate  and  benefit 
the  greatest  number  tbe  best.  We  all  know  how 
crowded  the  horse  cars  are  with  men,  women  and 
children  on  pleasant  days,  and  especially  on  Sundays, 
who  go  out  of  the  city  to  breathe  the  fresh  air,  the 
majority  of  whom  have  no  place  to  go  to  after  arriv- 
ing at  the  end  of  the  route,  but  wander  about  by  the 
roadsiue,  not  being  allowed  to  go  into  grounds  of 
the  beautiful  places  in  the  suburbs.  The  signs,  "No 
trespassers  allowed  on  these  grounds,"  "Tresspassers 
will  be  punished  according  to  the  law,"  or  "Beware 
of  the  dog,"  are  to  be  seen  everywhere,  and  they 
dare  not  enter.  There  is  no  place  for  them  to  rest 
but  bj  the  wayside.  The  wealthy  and  those  who 
can  afford  it  are  the  only  ones  who  really  enjoy  what 
is  called  "a  park  everywhere  about  Boston";  these 
ride  in  carriages,  and  are  enraptured  with  what  is 
denied  their  less  fortunate  neighbors.  What  Boston 
wants  is  a  park  that  will  accommodate  tbe  thousands 
who,  in  hot  weather,  have  not  the  means  sufficient 
to  leave  the  city  for  any  length  of  time,  but  who 
would  find  health,  recreation  and  pleasure  at  a  small 
cost  within  our  own  limits,  and  this  West  Roxbury 
park  will  supply  that  great  need.  Here,  witbiii 
30  or  40  minutes'  ride  by  horse  cars  and  less  by 
steam,  is  a  tract  of  land  embracing  every  variety  of 
scenery  pleasiug  to  the  eye,  with  plenty  of  fresh 
and  invigorating  breezes.  There  is  plenty  of  room 
for  all  kinds  ot  healthy  amusements  for  old  and 
young;  the  land  is  so  diversified  with  hills  and  dales 
that  but  small  expense  will  be  required  to  get  it 
ready  for  immediate  use.  It  would  seem  as  if  nature 
had  designed  it  for  park  purposes  from  the  be- 
ginning. From  the  highest  part  is  a  view  unsurpas- 
sed in  the  city  or  vicinity.  On  tbe  right  looking  from 
the  Sargent  estate  towards  the  southeast  and  east,  is 
the  ocean,  the  bay  and  harbor;  to  the  north  and 
northwest,  the  city  proper,  East  Boston  and  Charles- 
town, Somerville,  Medfoid,  Maiden  and  Woburn;  to 
the  northwest  and  west,  Cambridge,  Arlington, 
Watertown  and  Walthain,  and  in  the  distance  on  a 
clear  day  the  Wachusett  and  Monadnock  Mountains 
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can  be  seen ;  to  tho  southwest  and  south,  Bro<  kline, 
Jamaica  Plain,  JJedhani,  Readville,  the  blue  hill"  of 
Milton  and  towns  all  along  the  South  Shore.  A  lov- 
lier  spot  is  not  to  be  found  in  New  England;  there 
are  glnns  and  valleys  so  wild  and  secluded  that  you 
could  almost  fancy  you  were  in  some  remote  and  un- 
settled country.  There  is  no  place  like  this  for  a 
park  anywhere  in  this  city  or  vicinity,  and  I  nope 
the  order  to  take  the  land  will  pass.  I  believe  in  the 
whole  system  of  parks  as  recommended  by  the  Com- 
missioners, but  at  the  same  time  1  do  not  think 
it  would  be  wise  to  undertake  too  much  at  once. 
If  we  should  rake  this  and  one  or  two  others,  say, 
for  instance,  the  land  for  a  marine  park  at  South 
Bostc  n.  which  is  adapted  for  certain  recreations  and 
amusements,  but  lias  not  land  or  variety  enough  for 
suitable  park  purposes  and  can  accommodate  but  a 
limited  numher  of  people,  hut  which  at  the  same 
time  is  much  needed,  and  the  Charles-river  embank- 
ment, which  will  afford  a  tine  breathing  place  tor 
thousands  on  summer  evenings,  it  would  inake  a 
good  beginning.  I  should  like,  if  possible,  to  take 
the  Brighton  park.  There  nature  has  done  every- 
thing that  13  possible  for  a  park.  All  you  have  to  do 
is  to  take  possession  of  it.  With  one  ov  two  drivee 
ways  to  be  constructed  we  should  lave  a  nat- 
ural park.  At  the  .same  time  the  convenienct 
of  getting  to  and  from  it  is  not  so  great  as  i. 
should  he  from  the  centre  of  the  city,  so  that 
the  people  might  have  the  full  advantage  of  it. 
But  first  of  all  should  be  taken  the  lands  in  West 
Roxbury  so  that  we  may  have  a  park  that  will  in 
some  degree  compare  with  other  cities,  for  there  is 
hardly  one  of  any  size  in  the  country  but  has  a  park 
for  the  pleasure  of  its  citizens.  Baltimore  has  a 
large  park,  called  Druid  Hill  park,  of  more  than  a 
thousand  acres,  and  thousands  of  people  go  out 
there  every  day  to  enjoy  it;  they  have  little  picnic 
parties:  it  is  continually  thronged,  and  it  is  the 
pride  of  all  Baltimoreans  to  take  visitors  out  there. 
Philadelphia  has  Fairmount  park  witb  more  than 
two  thousand  acres  on  the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill 
river;  it  is  the  continual  resort  of  thousands  of  peo- 
ple daily,  especially  on  Sundays,  and  the  cars  are  so 
crowded  that  it  is  difficult  to  get  out  there  in  them. 
Central  nark  in  New  York  is  roo  well  known  to  need 
to  be  alluded  to  at  length.  It  has  its  artmuseum,  zo- 
ological collection,  and  places  of  amusement  for 
the  people.  There  is  hardly  a  town  of  any  size 
in  the  United  States  but  can  boast  of  its  park, 
while  we  have  only  Boston  Common,  where 
the  people  are  forbidden  to  walk  on  the  paths  and 
enjoy  it  as  a  park.  It  is  impossible  for  the  people  of 
Boston  to  go  there  in  large  numbers  and  enjoy  them- 
selves as  they  would  in  a  park.  In  Europe  you  can- 
not rind  a  town  ot  any  size  but  what  bas  its  park,  and 
most  of  them  have  two  or  three  if  not  more.  Dublin 
has  its  Phoenix  park  of  1650  acres,  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  a  few  miles  out  of  the  city,  of  which  1400 
acres  are  devoted  to  the  use  of  the  people  without 
any  restrictions,  and  they  can  go  there  at  all  times; 
the  remaining  350  acres  are  devoted  to  scientific  ane 
botanical  purposes,  but  are  open  to  the  public  on 
certain  days  of  the  week.  Liverpool  has  two  large 
parks.  Glasgow  nas  two.  Edm  burgh  has  one  large 
park.  London  has  8000  acres  devoted  to  parks, 
among  which  are  Hyde,  St.  James,  Green,  Victoria 
of  1000  acres,  Regent  and  others.  Green  park 
answers  to  our  Common,  but  it  is  used  for  plant- 
ing ornamental  trees,  and  though  the  people 
can  walk  there  and  enjoy  themselves,  yet  it  is 
not  used  as  the  other  parks  are.  Paris  has  a 
great  number  of  parks.  That  of  the  Bois  de 
Bologne,  containing  an  area  of  2150  acres,  which 
affords  every  kind  of  amusement  for  the  people 
which  can  be  thought  of.  People  go  there  io  vast 
crowds;  it  is  continually  resorted  to,  and  Parisians 
consider  it  one  of  the  most  healthful  places  m  the 
city.  The  sreat  park  of  Versailles  has  over  3000 
acres,  which  are  all  used  by  the  people.  There  is 
not  a  large  city  on  the  continent  ot  Europe  but  what 
can  boast  of  its  large  park,  and  the  people  consider 
them  the  b^st  thing  for  the  health  of  the  places. 
Boston,  with  ail  it?  wealth  and  population  of  400,000, 
can  certainly  afford  a  little  park  of  400  acres,  f he 
people  want  it,  and  the  health  of  the  city  requires  it. 
I  hope  we  shall  at  least  take  this  West  Roxbury 
park  lo  begin  with,  and  then  I  hope  we  shall  take 
the  Marine  park.  Those  are  the  two  important 
parks.  We  can  hardly  tell  what  the  cost  "of  the 
Marine  park  will  be,  but  we  do  know  what  the  cost 
of  the  West  Roxbury  park  will  be.  Tne  cost  is  set 
down  at  $600,000,  and  with  a  very  small  additional 
expense  the  people  can  use  it.  Two  lines  of  horse 
cars  can  be  run  there  at  once,  and  with  the  two 
lines  of  steam  cars  there  is  every  facility  for  the  peo- 
ple to  go  there  at  little  expense.  I  hope  v.  e  shall  con- 
sider this  matter  seriously  and  give  thelpeople  a  park. 


Alderman  Whitten-  -Do  I  understand  that  we  are 
to  vote  upon  each  of  these  orders  separately,  or  take 
them  up  in  course? 

The  Chairman— That  remains  for  the  boar i  to  do 
e.s  they  please — to  act  upon  the  orders  separately  or 
as  a  whole. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  don't  know  that  I  can  say 
anything  in  addition  to  what  the  chairman  uf  the 
Committee  on  Parks  has  already  saia,  but  1  would 
like  to  put  myself  on  record  as  being  in  favor  of  a 
system  of  parks  for  the  city  of  Boston,  and  so  far  as 
my  influence  goes,  paying  my  share  of  the  expense 
of  having  these  parks  no  oce  is  more  willing  to  do 
so  than  myself.  1  have  been  looking  over  an  item  in 
the  New  York  Herald  of  Sept.  8th,  and  I  suppose 
Alderman  Breck  has  seen  the  comments  in  regard  to 
Central  park  of  New  York,  showing  what  it  has  done 
for  that  city  and  arguing  that  they  already  ueed 
much  more  park  accommodations.  They  give  the 
number  of  acres  of  parks  that  other  cities  abroad  have 
which  is  very  much  larger  than  theirs.  I  suppose 
that  any  one  in  the  city  of  Boston,  no  matter 
how  much  opposed  he  may  be  to  parks,  if  it 
should  be  proposed  to  take  away  what  we 
already  have,  would  throw  up  his  hands  in  holy  hor- 
ror. Whenever  the  taking  of  any  part  of  Boston 
Common  for  any  purpose  is  suggested,  it  i-»  imme- 
diately objected  to  by  everybody.  Take  the  Public 
Garden;  who  would  be  willing  to  give  that  up?  The 
Common  was  given  to  us  when  we  were  a  very  small 
town;  we  have  grown  up  all  about  it.  This  shows 
how  rapidly  the  city  is  growing.  It  will  be  but  a 
tew  years  before  this  West  Roxbury  park  will  be 
quite  in  the  centre  of  the  city.  Roxbury  is  growing 
very  rapidly.  I  think  there  are  some  sixty  thousand 
inhabitants  in  that  section  of  the  city.  While  the 
Marine  park  will  be  a  great  benefit  to  that  section, 
at  the  same  time  it  does  not  answer  the  purposes  of 
a  great  central  park  for  the  city,  that  strangers  who 
come  here  will  go  and  visit.  As  the  Alderman  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat  has  remarked,  there  is  noth- 
ing that  a  stranger  will  visit  so  quickly  as  a 
large  park.  It  makes  business  for  the  city.  It 
gives  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  visitors,  aud 
thev  spend  much  more  time  and  money  in  a  city 
because  of  the  privilege  of  visiting  such  places.  To 
show  how  people  will  reel  who  will  come  after  us,  I 
was  in  Minneapolis  this  spring — a  city  of  60,000  in- 
habitants. A  few  years  ago  the  subject  of  a  park 
was  agitated  there.  There  is  an  island  in  the  river 
which  was  offered  to  the  city  for  §20,000  only  a  few 
years  ago.  A  great  many  people  didn't  wish  to  pur- 
chase it;  there  were  conservatives  who  did  not  look 
far  ahead  and  thought  it  a  bad  thing  to  oo.  To-day 
I  don't  suppose  that  island  can  be  bought  for  a  mil- 
lion dollars— certainly  not  for  .§500,000.  They  lost 
the  opportunity  of  having  one  of  the  most  elegant 
parks  it  is  possible  to  find  anywheie.  The  increase 
m  the  value  of  property  about  Central  park  shows 
what  parks  will  do  for  a  city.  It  has  a  great  r'eal 
more  than  paid  for  itself  in  the  increased  value  of 
taxable  property.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  objection 
to  taking  this  West  Roxbury  park.  I  do  not  kuow 
that  I  am  in  favor  of  all  the  parks  proposed,  but  I 
am  certainly  m  favor  of  this  one,  and  shall  be  most 
happy  to  vote  for  it. 

Al  jerman  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  presume  there  will  be  no 
vote  on  the  park  question  to-day,  on  account  of  the 
absence  of  one  of  the  Aldermen.  Another  Alder- 
man leaves  the  city  early  this  week  and  will  be  ab- 
sent for  about  two  weeks,  so  I  suppose  it  will  really 
be  about  three  weeks  before  we  can  take  a  vote  on 
the  park  question.  The  ouly  reason  that  I  trouble 
the  board  to-day  is  to  call  attention  to  a  few  facts 
that  I  think  the  members  ought  to  consider  during 
the  three  weeks  that  will  intervene  befoie  we  vote 
on  this  important  question.  In  the  first  place,  in  re- 
lation to  the  capacity  of  Boston  for  borrowing  monev: 
On  the  first  of  September  we  could  borrow  $3,200,- 
000-  If  we  take  the  Charles-river  bridge  from  my 
standpoint — 1  believe  in  widening  Warren  blidge;  I 
believe  in  giving  Charlestown  the  best  possible  avenue 
to  and  from  the  city  proper,  and  I  would  rather 
make  it  100  feet  than  80— and  I  believe  a  wide  bridge 
would  be  the  be:,t  possible  avenue  they  coidd  nave,  in- 
stead of  building  another  bridge.  I  therefore  put 
down  the  proposed  expenditure  for  the  Charlestown 
bridge  at  $400,000;  the  West  Roxbury  park,  $600,000; 
City  Point  vark,  $100,000;  Brighton  park,  $200,000; 
Charles-river  embankment,  $300,000;  East  Boston 
park,  $50,000;  and  the  widening  of  Lincoln,  Knee- 
land  aud  Portland  streets,  $500,000.  All  those  im- 
provements in  this  so-called  very  extravagant  scheme 
that  is  on  our  desks  amount  to  $2,350,000.  I  believe 
they  are  all  works  of  nece  sity,  and  I  shall  vote  for 
every  one  of  them.  This  will  still  leave  us  a  latitude 
of  $950,000  as  a  borrowing  margin.    I  have  no  doubt 
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that  next  j ear  there  will  be  a  borrowing  capacity  of 
five  millions  of  dollars  at  leastfor  the  City  of  Boston. 
This  is  not  a  dead  city.  We  are  growing,  increasing 
every  year;  and  if  we  do  run  within  a  limit  of  $950,- 
000  this  year,  we  will  have  millions  of  borrowing; 
capacity  next  year.  Hut  toere  will  be  no  necessity  for 
borrowing  any  great  amount  of  money  next  year,  be- 
cause these  orders  embrace  nearly  all  the  great  im- 
provements that  have  been  before  the  City  Govern- 
ment for  a  number  of  years.  I  wanted  to  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  so  far  as  our  financial  condition  is  con- 
cerned there  is  nothing  that  stands  in  the  way  of 
these  improvements,  and  I  hope  the  Aldermen  will 
think  of  that  matter  during  the  week.  Xow,  in  re- 
lation to  the  system  of  parks:  I  shall  vote  for  the 
South  Boston  park,  because  1  believe  in  it.  It  may 
be  that  some  til  ty  years  from  this  time  that  water 
front  will  be  more  desirable  tor  mercantile  purposes 
than  for :.  park,  but  I  should  be  willing  to  incur  the 
expenditure  to  give  the  people  pf  that  crowded  sec- 
tion a  rark  even  if  thev  cannot  have  the  privilege  of 
using  it  for  more  than  fifty  years.  But  when  you  pass 
an  order  for  one  hundred*  thousand  dollars  for  the 
South  Boston  park  to  merely  take  the  land,  it  means 
the  beginning  of  a  large  expenditure.  I  know  the  peo- 
ple of  South  Boston  say,  they  only  want  us  to  take  the 
lan';  that  that  is  all  they  want.  Perhaps  it  would 
he  well  to  take  land,  and  not  complete  the  work  for 
sometime;  but  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Aldermen  to  the  fact  that  if  we  take  property  in 
South  Boston  for  a  par!,  to-day,  to  the  value  of 
8100,000,  and  do  not  build  our  park  within  two 
year«.  not  one  cent  of  betterment  cai  be  obtained. 
You  may  take  the  land,  but  unless  you  go  on  im- 
proving it,  and  give  some  <-omp!eteness  to  your  work 
within  two  years — which  is  the  limit  of  time  within 
which  we  can  assess  betterments — not  one  cent  tit 
betterments  can  be  collected  for  the  expenditure  for 
the  South  Boston  park.  Well,  take  the  West  Rox- 
bory  park  in  the  next  place:  I  have  no  doubt  you 
could  buy  450  acres  there  for  §600,000.  It  is  about 
the  geographical  centre  of  Boston.  In  two  months 
after  the  Park  Commissioners  take  that  property 
they  can  declare  it  a  public  and  complete  park,  and 
a»sees  their  betterments  and  immediately  collect 
them.  I  do  not  believe  that  park  would  actually 
cost,  with  the  betterments  that  could  be  collected 
from  it,  more  than  $300,000.  As  I  said,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  do  not  intend  to  trouble  the  board  with  the 
great  many  facts  I  have  here,  but  I  went  to  call  at- 
tention to  a  few  things.  The  Evening  TraoscriDt 
says: 

■'The  various  park  schemes  are  eliciting  considera- 
ble discussion  among  the  people  of  this  city.  Very 
few  persons  favor  the  entire  system.  East  Boston 
and  Brighton  men  of  prominence  see  very  little  pro- 
priety in  establishing  parks  in  the  localities  where 
th*y  reside." 

Ea^t  Boston  men  see  very  I  ttle  propriety  in  estab- 
lishing parks  in  the  vicinity  wbere  they  reside !  Some 
time  ago— a  month  or  so— I  received  the  following 
letter,  when  the  park  scheme  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Squares: 

"East  Boston,  July  12,  1881. 
Alderman  Hugh  O'Brien,  Chairman  of  Committee 
on  Common,  etc. 

My  dear  Sir, — I  am  instructed,  by  a  vote  passed 
by  the  Citizens'  Trade  Association  at  a  special  meet- 
ing held  last  evening,  to  inform  your  honorable 
committee  that  it  is  the  sense  of  said  association  that 
a  suitable  site  for  a  public  park  in  East  Boston  is 
somewhere  between  the  Fourth  section  cemetery  and 
Maverick  street;  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Revere 
Heath  Railroad  and  on  the  west  by  the  Eastern  Rail- 
road. A  sufficient  quantity  of  land  could  be  secured 
at  reasonable  rate,  and  in  the  judgment  of  the  asso- 
ciation this  site  woold  give  general  satisfaction. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant. 

A.  H.  Lewis,  Sec'y." 
The  Trade  Association  of  Bast  Boston  is  compo-ed 
of  their  most  prominent  citizens.    To  say   that   the 
take  no  interest  in  a   park  there 
is  Raj ing  direct >;    contrary  to  what   their  Trade  As- 
■  II,  representing  nearly  all  the  prominent  citi- 
Bast  Boston,  say.    Bast  Boston  bag  always 
been  in  favor  of  parks,  and   I  have   no  doubt  that 
if  a  vote  was  taken   in   that  section   to-day,  there 
would  be  a   large  majority  in  favor  of  the  entire 
system   now   before  us.     Brighton   men    of  prouii- 
see  verv  little   propriety  in    establishing  parks 
there!     Why,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  hpve  a  representa- 
tive of  that  section   m   this  hoard,  and  I  know   he 
repre-enN   that  section    fairly.     Where   is   there    a 
more  ardent  advocate  of  parks  than  the  Chairman  of 
the  Park  Committee  who  came  from  that  section?    I 
believe  the  people  of  Brighton  would  endorse  every 
park  that  ie  recommended.     |  Heading] : 


"A  friend  suggests  that  it  might  be  well  to  purchase 
land  for  the  Marine  park  at  South  Boston,  the  park 
at  West  Roxonry  and  the  Charles-river  embank- 
ment, provided  that  the  land  could  he  obtained  as 
the  result  of  amicable  conference  with  the  owners. 
He  would  have  no  job  in  any  of  these  projects  by 
which  i  eal  estate  would  ultimately  be  f  orced  upon 
the  city  at  a  rate  far  above  the  assessed  value." 

I  want  to  call  the  particular  attention  of  the 
board  to  that  fact.  Ws  heait.f  no  job  in  this  mat- 
ter. I  want  the  board  to  consider  that  question  dur- 
ing the  next  two  or  three  weeks,  before  we  vote 
upon  it.  It  you  read  the  orders  on  our  desks  you 
will  hud  that  the  public  park  loans  are  to  bear  such 
rate  of  interest  as  the  Committee  on  Finance  shall 
determine,  and  the  Park  Commissioners  are  author- 
ized to  expend  such  sum  for  the  taking  in  tee  by  pur- 
chase or  otherwise,  for  the  purposes  of  a  public  park 
lauds  to  that  assessed  valuation  within  the  limits  of 
the  proposed  parks.  I  want  to  call  the  atteution  of 
the  board  to  that  face.  All  the  orders  place  this  mat- 
ter in  the  hands  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  and  out- 
side of  them  there  can  be  no  job.  And  who  are 
the  Park  Commissioners?  Charles  H.  Dalton,  Win. 
Gray,  Jr.,  and  Henry  Lee.  Three  more  honorable 
or  high-minded  men  do  not  live  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton. All  this  business  is  entrusted  into  their  hands. 
They  are  to  have  control  of  it.  I  might  tso  further 
and  say  that  no  commission  which  has  ever  beeu 
established  by  the  City  Government  has  rendered 
such  valuable  service  to  the  City  of  Boston  as  the 
Park  Commission.  Every  report  they  have  sent  to 
us  has  had  thousands  of  call-  where  other  reports  go 
into  the  waste  basket.  \o  reports  printed  since  I 
have  been  a  member  of  the  CTty  Government  have 
been  sought  after  or  read  so  attentively  as  those  of 
the  Park  Commissioners.  I  believe  the  City  Council 
can  trust  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  those  high- 
minded  and  honorable  men.  There  cannot  be  any 
job  in  this  business.    The  Transcript  goes  on  to  say : 

"West  Roxbury  park  he  would  have  preserved  as 
it  is  fur  twenly-nve  years  as  a  spot  where  our  popu- 
lation, lunch  baskets  in  band,  could  go  when  tney  de- 
sired, and  under  the  trees  partake  of  refreshments 
in  the  cool  shade,  without  the  liability  of  being  dis- 
turbed by  anybody." 

That  is  precisely  the  idea  I  have  uttered  in  this 
board  several  times.  I  would  expend  no  more  than 
a  trifling  sum  of  money  there.  I  would  take  that  450 
acres  in  the  geographical  centre  of  the  city  of  Boston, 
notify  all  our  citizens  to  go  out  there,  to  walk  on  the 
lawns,  and  cover  the  park  in  any  way  they  please, 
and  enjoy  themselves.  There  is  no  necessity  for 
spending  money  there.  As  your  Chairman  of  the 
Park  Committee  has  just  said,  it  is  now  a  natural 
park.  All  you  have  to  do  is  to  take  down  some 
fences,  perhaps,  and  make  some  little  trifling  iui 
provements,  and  then  notify  all  our  citizens  to  go  out 
there.  As  I  said  before,  when  betterments  are  as- 
sessed and  collected,  I  do  not  believe  that  park  will 
have  cost  $300,000  to  the  citizens  of  Boston.  I  hope 
the  Aldermen  v ill  consider  all  these  things  befote 
our  next  meeting.  I  know  they  may  be  styled  ex- 
travagant by  the  newspapers  if  they  vote  for  these 
measures,  hi  t  they  should  remember  that  there  are 
two  papers  in  Boston  which  have  always  stood  out 
prominent  for  our  park  schema,  ami  those  are  the 
Boston  Herald  and  Globe.  These  papers  circulate 
among  the  multitude.  They  have  always  advocated 
the  park  schemes.  I  suppose  the  united  circulation 
of  these  two  papers  is  as  large  as  the  entire 
circulation  of  all  the  other  dailies  of  the  city.  The 
Alderman  has  alluded  to  the  growth  of  the  Roxbury 
district.  He  has  made  no  mistake  about  it,  only  he 
has  not  told  ihe  whole  story  about  the  growtb  of  the 
Roxbury  district.  Tiie  population  of  Boston  in  1840 
was  03,883;  in  1875,  the  latest  staii  tics  1  have,  it  was 
224,103.  an  increase  of  2%  fold.  The  population  of 
Roxbury  and  West  Roxbury  in  1840  was  a089,  and  in 
1875,  by  the  returns  at  the  State  House,  it  was  02,212, 
—I have  no  doubt  it  is  over  70,000  to-dav, — an  in- 
crease of  7  fold.  While  the  population  of  Boston 
proper  has  increased  2%  fold,  that  of  Roxburv  and 
AVest  Roxbury  has  increased  7  fold.  I  would  ask  the 
Alderman  where  our  population  can  go  ?  |Is  it  on  the 
Back  Bay  district?  I  will  guarantee  to  say  that  in 
fifty  years  from  this  time  all  of  Boston  proper  will 
be  one  mass  ot  stores,  and  the  costly  brick  dwellings 
on  the  Back  Bay  district  will  be  fashionable  dry 
goods  stores.  The  only  outlet  that  the  people  ol 
Boston  have  is  the  high  lands  of  the  Highland  dis- 
trict, and  there  our  population  must  go,  for  there 
is  no  other  Dlace  for  them.  The  population  ot  Dor- 
chester in  1840  was  4875;  in  1875  it  wa-  15,788,  an  in- 
crease of  3  fold.  Charlestown  had  a  population  in 
1840  of  11,484;  in  1875,  33,550,  an  increase  of  3  fold. 
Brighton  had  a  population  in  1840  of  1425,  and  in 
1875,10200,  an  increase  of  4%  fold.     You  see  that 
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Roxbury  and  the  Highlands  have  increased  for  more 
rapidly  in  population  than  either  of  the  places  I 
have  enumerated,  and  must  increase  still  more  rap- 
i. II  in  years  to  come.  The  most  marked  feature  of 
the  matter,  However,  is  that  in  1840  Boston  proper 
was  assessed  for  $9,581,600,  and  in  1875  for  $609,338,- 
895,  an  increase  of  5y2  fold.  Roxbury  and  West 
Roxbury  were  assessed  in  1840  at  $3,257,500,  and  in 
1875  at  $100,479,000.  Boston  proper  has  increased  in 
valuation  51/,  told;  Roxbury  and  West  Roxbury  during 
the  same  period,  have  increased  33  fold.  I  hereby 
cite  these  facts  to  show  that  where  > on  propose  to 
locate  this  large  oark  is  a  rapidly-growing  district. 
Twenty-five  years  from  this  time  the  population 
of  Boston  will  be  at  least  750,000  people;  50  years 
from  this  time  it  will  be  upwards  of  a  million.  I  be- 
lieve it  is  the  duty  of  the  City  Government  to  look 
ahead.  We  are  too  nai  row -minted  about  our  im- 
provements; too  sectional  and  selhsh.  We  ought  to 
look  auead  and  consider  toe  future  growth  of  Bos- 
ton. I  might  have  detained  the  board  with  a  much 
longer  speech  if  this  matter  was  coming  to  a  vote  to- 
day; but  I  will  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  before  I  sit  down, 
that  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment (and  I  exrject  that  my  official  career  will  wind 
np  this  year)  there  is  no  matter  to  which  I  shall  look 
back  with  such  pride  and  gratification  as  the  fact 
that  no  act  or  vote  of  mine  has  ever  interfered  with 
the  establishment  of  a  system  of  parks  for  the  City 
of  Boston.  I  have  voted  for  it  as  a  matter  of  econo- 
my, as  a  great  public  improvement  tbat  ought  to  be 
made,  and  as  a  matter  of  necessity.  I  believe  the 
City  of  Boston  ought  to  give  pure  water  and  plenty 
of  it  to  its  citizens.  We  ought  to  have  a  perfect  sys- 
tem of  sewerage.  We  ought  to  have  a  system  of 
parks  for  pleasure,  and  for  sanitary  purposes;  and  I 
say,  neglect  any  one  of  these  great  improvements  and 
your  whole  municipal  system  is  a  failure,  and  incom- 
plete. 

Alderman  Whitten — There  is  one  matter  I  should 
like  to  refer  to.  The  Alderman  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat  referred  o  the  Boston  Herald  and  Globe  as 
advocates  of  parKS  in  the  interest  of  those  who  will 
use  them  most— the  working  classes.  In  justice  to 
the  parties  w-1o  will  make  the  direct  payment  of  this 
expense,  I  would  like  to  say  that  I  believe  the  strong- 
est petition  that  ever  came  to  City  Hall  in  favor  of 
parks  was  signed  by  parties  who  pay  very  heavy  tax- 
es. It  is  often  said  by  the  opponents  of  parks  that 
Boston  is  surrounded  by  parks,  and  that  people  who 
come  here  say  we  do  not  need  any  parks;  that  you 
go  out  and  'drive  about  the  suburbs  and  you  see 
a  system  of  elegant  parks.  But  people  who  use 
the  parks  most  do  not  get  that  satisfac- 
tion from  going-  out  in  the  suburbs  and 
looking  over  walls  and  fences  that  people  who  can 
drive  about  do;  nor  do  they  have  the  same  en- 
joyment they  would  have  if  they  could  go  Inside 
feeling  they  have  the  same  rights  there  that  other 
people  do.  Besides  these  tine  places  will  be  shut  up 
and  people  will  not  be  allowed  to  see  them.  Anybody 
who  has  an  elegant  place  does  not  espect  that  peo- 
ple who  go  out  in  horse  cars  are  going  ro  be  allow  ed 
to  climb  over  fences  and  pick  flowers  the  same  as 
the  owner  does.  Tnat.  seems  to  be  the  idea  of  people 
who  oppose  narks;  but  the  people  who  do  not  own 
these  beautiful  palaces  do  not  see  it  m  that  light.  In 
this  connection  I  should  like  to  read  the  concluding 
remarks  of  the  New  York  Herald  in  regard  to  parks 
in  that  city: 

"We  have  endeavored  to  calculate  the  gain  in  dol- 
lars and  cents,  but  who  shall  estimate  tne  greater 
benefits  and  advantages  resulting  from  this  great 
public  work  to  the  sanitary  condition  and  business 
interests  of  the  metropolis?  Who  shall  compute  its 
influence  on  trade  and  travel?  Who  shall  calculate 
the  precise  value  of  the  new  attraction  it  has  added 
to  the  city  or  the  additional  inducements  it  has 
presented  to  visitors  from  all  parts  of  the  UnHed 
States?" 

Alderman  Slade  —  I  hardly  supposed  that  there 
would  be  any  talk  about  this  matter  to-day,  as  we 
have  had  those  reports  before  us  only  three  or  four 
days.  I  am  not  prepared  to-day  to  say  anything  for 
or  against  these  orders.  I  cannot  tell  what  I  shall  do 
when  the  time  comes.  I  am  going  to  keep  myself  in 
a  condition  that  I  can  vote  whichever  way  1  think  I 
ought  to  vote,  and  when  I  vote  I  hope  it  will  be  iu  a 
way  1  shall  not  be  sjrry  for.  But  it  is  a  large  matter 
to  the  people  in  connection  with  the  improvements 
to  our  streets  which  we  must  make.  It  is  adding 
quite  a  large  sum  to  our  debt.  I  think  we  ought  to 
have  plenty  of  time  to  think  of  it  before  we  vole  upon 
it,  and  when  we  vote  I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  vote 
understandingly,so  that  we  shall  not  regret  the  votes 
we  give.  I  would  move  to  lay  the  matter  on  the 
table. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Would  it  not  be  better  to  make 


it  a  special  assignment  for  the  meeting  when  the 
Alderman  has  returned?  Then  all  the  Aldermen  will 
be  posted  up. 

Alderman  Slade— I  move  to  specially  assign  it  to 
three  weeks  from  to-day. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  hope  this  matter  will  not 
be  laid  over.  I  believe  every  Alderman  present 
knows  just  as  much  about  this  subject  now  as  he 
will  three  weeks  or  three  months  hence.  It  is  an 
old  subject  that  has  been  before  the  City  liovern- 
ment  fo::  years,  and  if  we  don't  know  something 
about  it  now  I  don't  believe  we  ever  wid.  There  is 
another  branch  of  the  City  Government  tbat  has  to 
take  this  subject  up,  as  well  as  ourselve.s  and  I 
think  it  is  proper  and  due  to  the  gentlemen  having 
this  matter  in  charge  that  we  set  the  work  going. 
Delaying  it  here  for  a  few  weeks,  theu  perhaps 
wrangling  over  it,  and  probably  the  other 
chamber  taking  the  same  course,  the  season 
will  be  passed  before  we  have  a  vote.  I  am 
prepared  to  show  my  band  to-day  upon 
every  one  of  those  measures  proposed.  I  doubt 
whether  there  is  an  Ald:rman  here  who 
does  not  feel  sojae  pride  in  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton, some  good  reason  to  show  his  constituents  tbat 
Boston  must  keep  pace  to  the  music  of  the  advancing 
age.  Why  should  the  City  of  Boston,  with  more 
wealth  than  perhaps  any  other,  be  always  behind, 
waiting  until  some  other  city  has  tried  an  experi- 
ment to  a  successful  issue?  Why  should  we  follow 
the  City  of  Chicago,  let  alone  Philadelphia,  which, 
of  coarse,  is  older,  and  has  its  age  to  boast  of  as  well 
as  Boston?  Boston  is  unfortunately  situated  geo- 
graphically. We  have  got  to  the  end  of  our  tether. 
Acres  upon  acres  of  land  have  been  stolen  from  the 
water  to  fill  in,  just  because  we  have  no  room  to  turn 
around.  We  are  now  going  into  the  outlyiug  dis- 
tricts, and  if  Boston  is  ever  to  have  parks  the  sooner 
we  make  provisiou  the  better.  We  are  a  practical, 
business-like  people,  and  when  we  make  these  ex- 
penditures, which"  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  done,  we 
must  look  for  the  returns  which  will  come  in  en- 
hanced value  of  surrounding  properties  as  well  as 
from  people  from  other  parts  of  the  country 
who  will  be  attracted  to  our  city  in  consequence- 
of  the  beauty  as  well  as  the  business  interests  which 
come  in  here.  We  must  bear  in  mind  tbat  Boston  is 
changing.  We  are  not  the  Boston  of  fifty  or  twenty, 
or  even  ten  years  ago.  The  shipping,  which  was  at 
one  time  the  basis  of  our  wealth,  has  disappeared. 
Boston  was  the  centre  of  New  England  manufac- 
tures, and  now  it  is  losing  its  supremacy  as  a  manu- 
facturing d^trict.  Factories  are  growing  up  in  all 
parts  of  the  country  nearer  the  raw  material.  We 
have  got  to  be  up  and  doing.  We  cannot  live  eter- 
nally upon  the  country  population  which  patronize 
our  stores.  It  is  a  small  retail  business;  well  enough 
as  far  as  it  goes,  but  we  must  draw  from  a  larger 
territory.  One  of  the  great  means  of  carrying  out 
that  idea  is  to  induce  people  to  come  here;  to  keep 
up  our  avenues  of  intercommunication;  to  havo 
the  best  railroad  facilities,  the  best  railroad  sta- 
tions—to show  our  best  at  all  times  and  have 
everything  att'active.  Who  would  think  of  dis- 
pensing with  the  Common  and  Public  Garden? 
For  them  we  must  be  thankful  to  the  generations 
before  us.  We  must  also  come  in  and  stand  for  those 
who  will  succeed  us.  Some  one  must  take  the  ad- 
vance in  matters  of  this  kind,  and  we  may  as  well 
do  it  now  as  at  any  other  time.  Take  our  Public 
Garden;  it  has  a  reputation  very  widespread,  thou- 
sands of  people  who  pass  through  Boston  make  it  a 
point  to  remain  here  from  24  hours  to  two  or  three 
days  merely  to  see  the  Common  and  Public  Garden, 
and  the  attractions  we  offer  in  the  suburbs.  They 
all  bring  money  to  Boston,  and  that  is  the  class  we 
must  encourage  to  come  here.  I  hope  we  will 
go  on  with  this~question.  I  do  not  see  why  it  should 
ue  delayed.  1  for  one  know  what  I  will  do  now,  as 
well  as  I  shall  know  at  any  other  time.  As  several 
paragraphs  have  been  read,  I  would  like  to  read  one 
from  Scribner's  Magazine,  which  I  have  been  hold- 
ing for  another  purpose,  but  I  happened  to  look  at  it 
to-day.    It  is  from  an  article  on  floriculture: 

"It"  is  doubtful  if  there  is  any  large  city,  either 
here  or  in  Europe,  where  everything  relating  to  hor- 
ticulture is  allowed  to  go  in  such  a  slipshod  manner 
as  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Central  park  is  now  a 
disgrace  to  the  ci'y,  as  far  as  its  floral  attractions  are 
concerned;  and  it  is  doubtful  if  there  is  any  city  in 
the  Union  which  makes  any  pretensions  to  a  park 
that  cannot  give  more  attractions  to  its  people.  The 
parks  of  Philadelphia,  Boston,  Baltimore,  Washing- 
ton, Pittsburg  and  Cleveland  are  all  filled  with  gay 
colors  and  redolent  of  fragrant  odors  durinir  the 
summer  mouths;  and  the  Lincoln  park  and  South 
park  at  Chicago  are  such  as  that  great  city  may  well 
be  proud  of.  Fifteen  years  ago  the  site  of  the  Chicago 


OCTOBER     3 


188  1 


643 


park*  was  the  open  prairie,  ana  only  four  years  ago 
the  floral  department  assumed  form;  ai.o  yet  to-day 
it  is  donbtfn]  if  any  park  of  its  size,  either  here  or 
iu  Europe,  surpasses  the  Lincoln  park  of  Chicago  in 
the  Beauty  of  its  floral  attractions  during  the  suni- 
lu'i.  Tins  want  of  official  interest  in  the  subject  is 
to  be  regretted,  as  the  floral  attractions  of  public 
parks  soon  find  their  reflex  in  the  grounds  of  private 
individuals,  thu?  adding  greath  to  the  interest  and 
beauty  of  a  city.  So  we  find  that  the  grounds  sur- 
rounding the  stone  ana  marble  palaces  of  New  Yoik 
city  are  meagre  indeed  couinared  with  the  less  pre- 
tention- mansions  ii  Wabash  and  Prairie  avenue  , 
Chicago,  in  Euclid  avenue,  Cleveland,  or  in  the 
Gerin.uitowii  suburb  of  Philadelphia." 

Bjs'on  holds  its  own  so  far  as  floriculture  is  con- 
cerned in  our  Public  Garden.  I  have  nan  conversa- 
tion- with  a  creat  many  strangers  with  whom  I  have 
come  iu  contact  in  my  business,  who  hav;  remarked 
on  the  beauty  of  our  floral  displays,  particularly  this 
Hummer.  I  think  our  gardens  will  com. ai'e  favor- 
ably with  any  others  in  i  he  country,  Iain  in  favor 
of  adorning  Boston  and  making  it  attractive  as  far  as 
poss'ble.  I  believe  in  it;  it  brings  money  here.  This 
going  into  distant  parks  we  may  perhaps  look  upon 
with  more  care.  I  would  rather  see  those  immediate- 
ly in  the  city  hurried  up.  I  would  like  to  see  our 
Public  Garden  more  brilliantly  lighted  than  at  pres- 
ent. We  should  be  the  first  to  introduce  electric 
lights  in  our  Common  and  Garden,  I  believe  they  are 
the  coming  means  .if  lighting  public  grounds.  Tne 
lights  we  have  are  behind  the  times.  It  is  time  these 
old  lanterns  were  thrown  aside,  a~.-d  something  of  a 
better  grade  brought  forward.  I  am  in  favor  of  all 
improvements.  The  improved  sewe  age  is  necessary 
and  must  be  carried  out.  While  I  am  in  favor  of 
lirge  expenditures  which  will  come  back,  I  am  sorry 
to  -ay  'hat  I  object  to  many  that  have  been  made. 
Fr  instance,  the  recent  vote  upon  the  old  State 
House.  That  I  think  is  a  violation  of  the  advanced 
spirit  of  the  age,  a  waste  of  money,  and  going  back- 
wards. I  look  upon  flic  building  as  a  nui-ance,  and 
an  eyesore  in  every  particular.  But  the  vote  having 
been  passed,  and  the  matter  being  in  the  hands  of 
the  committee,  I  suppose  wc  urns',  wait  for  some 
other  occasion  to  rectify  it.  Meantime  T  am  in  favor 
Of  going  ahead  with  our  parks. 

Alderman  Slade— The  remarks  of  the  Alderman  iu 
regard  to  parks  show  chat  we  are  fully  ud  to  any- 
thing else  poken  of  in  the  paper  which  he  has  read. 
I  tbinK  they  are.  Since  I  have  been  in  this  board  we 
have  voted  money  for  the  large  system  of  improved 
sewerage;  half  a  million  or  more  for  the  widening  of 
Commercial  street;  we  are  putting  at  leas;  a  million 
into  the  Back  Bay, making  a  park  of  at  least  a  nunrired 
acres  there,  and  "the  other  improvements  we  must 
make  on  our  streets  to  bring  business  here  and  keep 
it  here,  are  worth  considering.  I  don't  wan'  to  go 
too  fast.  I  am  inclined  to  vote  lor  this  whole  scheme, 
but  I  shall  notto-night,  anyhow.  I  want  timejtn  con- 
-ider  it.  1  don't  think  two  or  three  weeks  will  make 
any  difference  with  the  City  of  Boston  in  a  business 
point  of  view.  I  think  it  i-  of  sufficient  magnitude 
tor  us  to  pause  and  consider  it.  Here  we  have  laid 
upon  our  desks  this  .Muddy-river  scheme,  which  looks 
vervf avorable, butl  wanttime  tocomidei  it.  Icaunot 
see  an]  reason  why  this  cannot  be  laid  over  for 
awhile.    I  want  time  to  think  of  it. 

Alderman  0'  Brien — One  of  the  principal  objects  in 
puttieg  this  matter  over  was  to  accommodate  the 
Alderman  opposite,  and  also  our  absent  member. 
If  we  had  a  full  board  to-day  I  do  not  know  but  I 
would  press  the  question,  Decause  I  think  every 
member  has  had  ample  time  to  post  himself  up  about 
a  -j'stein  of  parks,  or  about  anv  single  nark.  But  we 
lose  a  valuable  vole  to-day.  It  fortunately  happens 
that  it  requires  a  two  thirds  vote  of  this  vote 
to  pass  any  one  of  these  orders.  The  absence  of 
one  member  of  the  hoard  might  deteat  some 
of  the  orders.  The  park  scheme  would  have  been 
carried  long  ago  it  a  majority  of  the  Ci'y  Council 
could  have  carried  it.  It  has  been  defeated  several 
times  for  lack  of  a  two-thirds  vote.  When  we  vote 
on  a  question  of  parks  I  think  we  certainly  ought  to 
full  beard.  That  is  the  reason  I  think  we 
ought  to  postoon"  it  uutil  the  Alderman  returns. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  have  no  objection  to  this 
question  laving  over,  if  it  is  tor  good  reasons.  But 
if  it  is  tor  dilatory  purposes]  and  to  slrangle  it,  as 
has  been  often  done  in  other  cases,  then  1  am  op- 
posdtoit.  But  1  think  the  reason  given  by  the 
Alderman  last  up  is  correct.  When  the  vote  is  taken 
there  should  be  a  full  vote,  as  a  two-thirds  vote  is 
required.  But  1  believe  we  are  as  thoroughly  post- 
ed to-day  as  we  ever  will 

The  further  consideration  of  the  subject  was 
specially  assigned  to  three  weeks  (24th  Inst-ffrom  to- 
day. 


Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Reports  "leave  to  withdraw"  on  petitions  for  erec- 
tion ot  wooden  buildings  by  F.  D.  Edwards  on  Bre- 
men street;  Speare,  Gregory  &  Co.,  on  Westchester 
Park;  A.  H.  Allen,  on  Rutherford  avenue.  Accept- 
ed in  concurrence. 

Report  in  favor  of  election  of  Joseph  A  Tucker 
as  Trustee  of  City  Hospital;  election  of  Joseph  A. 
Tucker  as  such  Trustee.  Report  accepted  in  concur- 
rence andan  election  ordered.  Committee,  Aldermen 
Viles  and  Woolley. 

Whole  nunibrr  of  ballots 11 

Necessar.v  for  a  choice. 6 

Joseph  A.  Tucker  had 10 

Cyrus  S.  Haldeman  "  1 

Mr.  Tucker  was  re-elected  ir.  concurrence. 

Report  disc  .arging  Committee  on  Common  from 
consideration  of  grading  Washington  park  and 
reference  of  the  order  to  Committee  on  Streets. 
Concurred. 

Order  to  print  proceedings  of  City  Council  re- 
lating to  decea-e  of  President  Garfield.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Rsport  "inexpedient"  to  take  action  on  supply  of 
water  for  Lake  "Winnipi-eogee.  Accepted  in  con- 
currence. 

Report  "inexpedient"  to  provide  for  "still alarms" 
of  fires.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Board  of  Health  to  abate  a  nuisance  on 
Orleans  street,  between  Maverick  and  Decatur 
streets.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

FIRES  IN  SEPTEMBER. 

The  report  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  of  the  num- 
ber and  character  of  the  fires  and  alarms  in  Septem- 
ber was  received  and  sent  down.  Following  is  a 
summary : 

Alarms— Teleuraph 34 

Still 10 

Total 44 

Buildings— Xot  damaged 10 

Slightly    "      15 

Considerably  damaged 5 

Totally  destroyed 3 

Fir:s— Conflmd  to  one  building 28 

Extended  to  others 1 

In  rubbish,  grass,  etc 6 

In  a  car 1 

36 

Losses— On  buildings S7,444~00 

*'  contents  36,820  00 

#44,264  00 

Iusurance— On  buildings #75  150  CO 

"  contejts 80,600  00 

#155,750  00 

LOCATION  ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Cambridge 
Railroad  Company,  accepting  their  tenth  location, 
granted  by  this  bojrd  SeDt.  28th  ult.  Placed  on 
file. 

CLERK  HIRE  IN  THE   COURTS. 

Requisitions  were  leceived  from  the  Clerks  of 
Courts  for  the  amount  expended  for  clerk  hire  dur- 
ing the  month  of  September,  as  follows: 

Supreme  Judicial  Court #137  50 

Superior  Civil  Court 233  36 

Superior  Criminal  Court 208  33 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

PE'iITION  FOR  STF.AM   ENGINE. 

A  petition  wa=  received  from  Michael  Duudon  to 
erect  and  use  a  stationary  engine,  8  horse  power,  on 
Keyes  wharf,  on  Medford  street, opposite  Elm  street. 
An  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing  on  Mon- 
day, Oct.  24th,  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M. 
STATE  AID. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  Paymaster  of  State 
Aid  was  received  and  placed  on  rile. 

Balance  last  report #949  00 

Received 24,000  oo 

#24,949  00 
Disbursed 23.510  00 

Balance  on  hand #1,439  00 

Applicants— In  July,  1403;  in  August,  1389;  ill  Sep- 
tember, 1407. 

CONSTABLES'   BONDS. 
The  bonds  of  F.  M.  Adams  and   others,  constables, 
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being  presented  duly  certified  by  the  City  Treasurer, 
were  approved  by  the  board. 

Alderman  Haldeuian  —  My  attention  has  been 
called  within  a  day  or  two  to  the  fact  that  these 
bonds  which  are  required  from  ccnstab'.js,  are  ac- 
companied by  a  series  of,  to  say  the  least,  very  im- 
pertinent questio..  s.  I  will  read,  the  statute  in  re- 
gard to  appointments  of  constables,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  board: 

"The  Mayor,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Al- 
dermen, is  empowered  to  appoint  annually  such 
number  of  persons  as  constables  as  the  public  ser- 
vice may  require,  and  said  constables  so  appointed 
shall  give  bonds  to  the  City  Treasurer  in  such  sums 
and  upon  such  conditions  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
may  think  proper,  for  the  faithful  peiformance  of 
the  duties  of  their  office." 

The  bond  is  in  the  ordinary  form,  which  I  will 
read: 

"That  we  as  principal  and  as  sureties  are  holden 
and  stand  firmly  bound  andobliged  unto  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Citv  of  Boston,  in  the  full  and  just  sum  of 
three  thousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  unto  the  said 
city ." 

The  same  as  all  bonds.  This  bond  is  entirely 
proper  and  unobjectionable.  Accompanying  this  are 
certain  interrogatories  which  are  required  to  be 
filled  and  certified  to  under  oath  before,  a  justice  of 
the  peace  by  the  sureties.    I  will  read  the  form: 

"Statement  of  surety  on  Constable's  bond. 

"My  name  is -.    1  am  over  twenty-oue 

years  of  age,  I  reside  in <  t  No. street, 

and  am  engaged  in  business  as at  No.  — 

street. 

"The  cash  value  of  my  real  estate  above  all  incum- 
brances is  not  less  than ,  and  it  is  situated  in 


■'The  cash  value  of  my  personal  property  above  all 
incumbrances  is  not  less  than  — —  dollars,  and  it 
consists  of ,  in . 

"The  cash  value  of  my  real  and  personal  prop- 
erty, above  all  incumbrances  ana  above  all  my  lia- 
bilities, is  not  less  than dollars. 

dollars.' 

"Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
"Suffolk,  ss.  Boston, ,  18 

"Then  personally  appeared  the   above-named 

,  to  me  known  to  be  the  person  who  signed  the 

foregoing  statements,  and  made  solemn  oath  that 
said  statements  are  true. 

•'Before  in°, , 

"Justice  of  the  Peace." 

I  object  to  requiring  any  proposed  surety  to  go 
into  a  detailed  statement  ol  fiis  wealth  and  business. 
All  that  is  necessary  in  au>  surety  is  that  it  is  suffi- 
cient. Any  man  worth  any  real  estate  over  the 
amount  of  the  bond,  and  free  of  incumbrance,  is 
quite  sufficient  for  all  mercantile  purposes  without 
going  into  details  and  telling  his  entire  worth  in 
property.  After  requiring  the  cash  value  of  his  real 
estate  over  and  above  his  incumbrances,  the  inter- 
rogatory goes  further  and  demands  the  cash  value  of 
bis  personal  property  above  all  incumbrances,  which 
is  entirely  superfluous,  unnecessary  and  impertinent. 
My  attention  has  been  called  to  this  by  one  ot  the 
constables  who  has  been  reappointed,  and  whose  sure- 
ties refuse  to  sign  this  document.  They  are  gentlemen 
of  large  means,  and  I  consider  it  an  outrage  for  the 
City  of  Boston  to  demand  anything  of  this  kind  to  go 
upon  record.  They  do  not  choose  to  proclaim  to  the 
world  what  they  are  worth  beyond  the  immediate 
necessities  of  the  caoe.  I  am  shown  one  of  tbese  in- 
terrogatories signed  by  a  high  official  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts.  It  see'rus  he  is  willing  to  answer  a 
question  lilce  this.  He  being  an  official  of  course 
recognizes  the  question  in  an  official  way.  I  think 
the  interrogatories  are  wrong,  unnecessary  and  im- 
pertinent, and  I  would  ask  the  Committee  on  the 
Treasury  the  necessity  for  them. 

Alderman  flersey— If  the  gentleman  will  give  way 
I  should  like  to  ask  him  a  question.  Doesn't  this 
statement  say  in  effect  that  the  surety  is  worth  over 
that  sum?  Thai  he  holds  a  sum  exceeding  a  certain 
amount,  which  is  the  minimum  sum  that  the  bond 
would  be  accepted  tor?  Doesn't  it  say  in  regard  to 
personal  property  that  he  is  not  obliged  to  tell  what 
he  is  worth,  but  exceeding  that  amount? 

Alderman  Haldeman—  The  gentleman  is  mistaken. 
I  believe  it  is  proper  for  the  Treasurer  to  interrogate 
any  person  where  there  is  a  doubt  as  to  his  financial 
standing;  but  he  has  no  right,  nor  have  the  commit- 
tee any  right,  to  demand  of  men  of  means  to  state 
unnecessarily  what  they  are  worth  beyond  the 
amount  called  for  in  the  bonds.  They  must  give  the 
entire  value  of  their  real  and  personal  property. 
Personal  property  has  nothing  to  do  with  a  man's 


standing  in  a  matter  of  this  kind.  He  must  be  a 
freeholder,  and  if  the  property  is  sufficient  to  cover 
the  bond,  that  is  enough.  I  should  like  some  expla- 
nation from  the  CommiWee  on  the  Treasury  whether 
this  has  been  done  by  their  approval. 

Alderman  Slade— I  will  say  that  I  have  put  iny 
name  to  one  or  two  bonds  of  a  similar  character  to 
this  one,  and  I  wasn't  asked  to  give  the  whole 
amount  I  was  worth.  I  was  asked  to  say  that  I  was 
worth  not  less  than  a  thousand  dollars,  and  was  not 
asked  to  go  beyond  that. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  do  not  draw  any  such  con- 
clusion from  the  document  that  the  Alderman  does. 
The  bond  is  drawn  for  an  amount  sufficient  to  cover 
the  risk  which  the  city  runs  from  th'se  constables. 
I  presume  that  in  answe  ing  this  interrogatory  the 
surety  has  a  perfect  right  to  stare  a  sum  which  is  in 
excess  of  the  amount  he  signs  as  bondsman.  That  is 
all  the  Treasurer  requires.  A  man  is  not  obliged  to 
state  what  he  is  worth.  He  states  that  his  real  estate 
amounts  to  exceeding  so  much  —  exceeding  the 
amount  of  the  bond — and  that  is  all  that  is  necessary. 
I  think  no  one  signing  that  bond  would  f  eel  it  obli- 
gatory upon  him  to  state  his  entire  assets,  but  just 
sufficient  to  cover  the  bond. 

Alderman  Haldeman— The  best  evidence  of  what  a 
surety  is  required  to  state  is  this  statement  from  a 
high  official  of  the  State  who  ought  to  know  what 
the  law  means.  He  has  placed  bis  personal  property 
at  $12,000.  Here  we  require  this  high  official  of  the 
State  to  sign  a  paper  like  this  giving  all  his  personal 
property  on  a  bond  of  §3000.  I  think  it  is  an  out- 
rage. Ihe  fact  that  this  high  official  of  the  State  of- 
Massachusetts  filled  it  out  so  is  the  best  evidence  of 
what  is  required. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  say  it  is  directly  to  the  con- 
trary. I  cannot  believe  that  the  gentleman  referred 
to  is  worth  only  $12,000  in  personal  property.  I 
should  say  that  he  stated  an  aoiouot  equal  to  four 
times  what  is  required  as  surety. 

Alderman  Frost — I  cannot  see  any  impropriety  at 
all  in  the  document  to  which  the  ilderman  objects 
so  seriously.  Certainly  the  Treasurer  would  be  very 
remiss  in  his  duty  if  he  did  not  make  these  inquiries. 
He  is  nut  expected  to  know  everybody's  standing  in 
the  com  >iunity,  who  offers  himself  as  surety  on  a 
bond.  When  he  makes  those  inquiries  there  must  be 
some  record  of  them,  else  they  will  not  be  worth 
anything.  1  signed  one  of  these  bonds  lately,  but  I 
did  not  understand  that  I  was  required  to  state  all  I 
was  worth.  We  were  required  to  state  that  ou ;  real 
estate  was  not  less  than  so  much.  In  my  own  case  I 
did  not  undertake  to  give  an  inventory  of  my  prop- 
erty to  within  a  dollar  and  a  few  cents  of  what  I  w&s 
worth,  but  I  stated  that  I  was  worth  at  least  so  much. 
As  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  know  whether 
the  sureties  he  takps  are  responsible,  he  must  ask 
some  questions.  I  think  he  has  done  perfectly 
right. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  do  not  think  the  Committee 
of  the  Treasury  had  anything  to  do  with  tbis  matter 
at  all.  I  do  think  it  was  very  proper  for  the  Treas- 
urer to  ask  those  questions,  acting  for  the  City  of 
Boston.  Ii  taking  some  40  constables'  bonds  he  can- 
not know  peisonally  whether  all  these  bondsmen 
are  good  or  not.  In  signing  a  bond  a  man  is  not  ob- 
liged to  state  all  his  property.  He  is  simply  obliged 
to  state  under  oath  that  he  "has  enough  property  to 
cover  the  bond  which  he  is  to  sign.  I  signed  one 
myself  within  a  few  days,  but  I  did  not  feel  called 
upon  to  state  that  I  had  so  much  real  estate  and  so 
much  personal  property.  I  stated  enough  to  cover 
what  I  signed  for  and  something  more,  and  that  is 
all  that  is  necessary.  It  simply  says  that  the  surety 
hasn't  less  than  so  much,  aud  I  do  not  think  there 
can  be  any  objection  ro  that.  When  this  high  State 
official  signed  the  bond  he  did  so  the  same  as  any 
private  individual,  and  he  comes  uudcr  the  same 
laws  as  the  rest  of  us.  It  it  is  satisfactory  to  him  it 
ought  to  be  satisfactory  to  us.  I  don't  presume  he 
would  have  signed  it  if  he  thought  it  was  imperti- 
nent.   I  signed  one  very  cheerfully. 

Alderman  Viles — What  is  the  question  before  the 
board? 

The  Chairman— There  is  no  question  before  the 
board. 

Aldermau  Haldeman — Do  I  understand  from  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Treasury  that  they  have  approved  this  action?  Is  it 
for  the  committee  he  speaks?  1  want  some  infor- 
mation as  to  where  the  authority  comes  from  for 
preparing  such  interroj  atories  as  those. 

Alderman  Hersey— The  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee having  stepped  out,  I  would  say  that  I  think  this 
matter  has  never  been  before  the  Committee  on 
Treasury,  although  I  was  absent  from  one  of  their 
meetings. 

Alderman  Viles— As  I  understand  it  the  committee 
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have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  It  is  an  old  rule 
adopted  by  Mr.  Dennie,  which  Mr.  Turner  has  fol- 
lowed. 

Alderman  Hersey— It  seems  to  me  this  is  the  direct 
line  of  his  duty.  The  Alderman  has  complained  that 
Mr.  Turner  has  shirked  liis  duty  as  Auditor;  now  he 
is  on  the  other  trick,  and  we  find.  thai  Mr.  Turner  is 
not  shirking  his  duly,  and  is  attempting  to  secure 
the  city  against  loss,  and  the  Alderman  is  criticizing 
him.  It  seeuis  to  me  it  is  entirely  within  the  line  of 
bis  duty. 

Alderman  Haldeman  —  The  gentleman  entirely 
misapprehends  my  position.  I  do  Dot  find  fault  with 
the  Treasurer  for  requiring  sufficient  bonds.  It  is 
his  duty  to  do  so.  1  do  not  object  to  proper  inter" 
rogatories  to  suspicious  persons.  1  have  no  doubt 
people  will  come  there  who  will  pretend  t.sat  they 
are  worth  more  than  they  are,  and  who  require  some 
investigation.  But  these  biauks  are  sent  our  to  the 
various  constables  to  be  rilled.  If  is  not  done  in  the 
presence  ot  the  Treasurer.  They  are  sent  out  to  be 
tilled  in  advance,  and  several  persons  have  refused 
to  comply  with  them  as  a  matter  ot  impertinence. 
I  claim  that  they  are  unnecessary,  that  they  have  re- 
quirements which  are  not  proper.  When  a  surety 
states  upon  oath,  and  there  is  no  reason  to 
believe  otherwise,  that  he  is  worth  twice  as 
much  as  the  amount  called  lor,  that  is  sufficient  at 
all  times  anu  in  all  places.  The  enquiry  into  his  per- 
sonal property  is  unnecessary.  The  surety  must  be 
id  real  estate  entirely,  as  I  understand  it.  It  is  so  in 
other  places.  It  is  the  making  of  the  interrogatories 
obnoxious  that  I.  object  to.  I  ihiuk  it  should  not  be 
done.  If  this  is  Joue  it  must  be  approved  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  I  hold  that  the  Treasurer  is 
acting  as  the  agent  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
through  the  Treasury  Committee,  and  whether  it  is 
the  present  Treasurer  or  his  predecessor,  has  no- 
thing whatever  to  do  with  ir.  The  fact  exists  that 
lank  has  just  goneont,  and  I  think  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  T  easury  Department  should  have  such 
forms  prepared  as  are  proper  and  sufficient  without 
being  obnoxious.  I  therefore  offer  the  following 
order : 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Treasury  Depart- 
ment on  the  part  of  this  board  be  requested  to  con- 
sider and  reuort  upon  the  expediency  of  requiring 
su  eties  on  constables'  bonds  to  sign  the  statement 
now  iD  use  in  that  department. 

Alderman  Whitteu — I  understand  that  the  Alder- 
man asked  me  a  question.  Perhaps  he  would  like  to 
repeat  it. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  would  like  to  understand 
if  he  was  supporting  this  blank  as  having  been  au- 
thorized by  the  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, or  whether  it.  was  i^  existence  without  their 
knowledge? 

Alderman  Whitten— I  stated  that  the  Committee 
on  the  Treasury  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  but  as  a 
member  of  the  committee  I  consider  it  proper  and 
decidedly  for  the  Interest  of  the  city  to  have  some 
thing  of  Hint  kind.  I  have  been  informed  that  this 
blank  was  used  aDd  inaugurated  by  the  City  Treasur- 
er of  la-t  year. 

The  order  was  declared  passed,  and  Alderman 
Slade  doubted  the  vote. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  can  see  no  objections  to  the 
order  being  passed.  It  is  very  necessary  to  have 
some  questions  asked  of  sureties.  This  is  merely 
to  refer  the  matter  to  the  committee  to  see  if  more 
proper  questions  can  be  put  to  sureties  than  are  now 
asked.  I  can  see  no  objection  to  the  order  whatever. 
The  question  might  be  put,'areyou  worth  three  thou- 
sand dollars,  or  something  of  that  kind.  I  shall 
vote  for  the  order. 

Alderman  Slade— There  are  two  questions,  one  in 
regard  to  real  estate  and  one  in  regard  to  personal 
property.  If  he  has  personal  property  enough  the 
Treasurer  can  accept  him.  I  should  have  thought 
that  the  Alderman  would  have  understood  that  by 
the  reading  of  the  statute. 

Alderman  Wiiitten — I  don't  know  that  I  have  any 
objection  to  sending  this  order  to  the  committee.  I 
do  not  see  that  it  affects  the  giving  of  honds. 

Alderman  Slade  withdrew  his  objections  and  the 
order  was  passed. 

PERMITS   FOR    STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following  from 
the  '  onimittee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  board: 

Permits  for  s'ables  granted : 

John  McNamara,  rear  689  Eighth  street,  Ward  14. 

JobD  E.  Woods,  Western  avenue,  rear  of  harvard 
street.  Ward  25. 

P.  A.  Burns,  Coleman  street  corner  Hami'tan  ave- 
nue. War  I  24. 

Eli jaii  P.  Pond,  Core;  street,  near  Ceotral  street, 
Ward  28. 


Oliver  II.  Spurr,  Norfolk  st  eet,  comer  Milton  ave- 
nue, Ward  24. 

John  Carty,  Jamaica  street,  near  South,  Waid  23, 
provided  the  stable  shall  be  located  ou  the  extreme 
southeasterly  corner  of  said  lot. 

Severally  accepted. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  John 
Crowley,  I  street,  near  Cth  stree*.    Accepted. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  linildings  on  the 
part  of  the  board  in  tavor  of  granting  a  permit  to 
H.  B.  Wilmot  to  project  two  electric  lights  in  front 
of  his  premises,  261  and  263  Wa  shington  street.  Ac- 
cepted. 

SEWER   REPORTS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers: 

Ordered,  That  $40.09  be  abated  from  the  assess- 
ment levied  upon  George  M.  Anderson  for  a  sewer 
in  Linden  street,  on  account  of  inability  to  pay.  That 
.$47.46  be  abatea  from  the  assessment  levied  upon 
Michael  Dwyer  for  a  sewer  in  Lee  street,  on  account 
of  inability  to  pay. 

Passed. 

Report  and  order  for  a  hearing  on  Monday  next, 
at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  constructing  a 
sewer  in  Washington  street,  West  Roxbury,  from 
Greenwood  avenue  to  Union  avenue  and  in  Green- 
wood avenue.    Order  passed. 

LAUD    DAMAGES. 

Aldermau  Viles,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets  on 
the  part  of  the  board,  offered  an  order  to  pay  for 
land  taken  and  damages  occasioned,  to  Henrietta 
Stiliberger,  S4300,  by  the  extension  ot  Gilbert  street 
to  Centre  street.    Passed. 

PERMIT  FOR  STEAM   ENGINE. 

Alderman  "Whitten  submitted  a  report  from  the 

Committee  on  Steam  Engines  in  favor  of  granting  a 

petition  to  erect  and  use  a  steam  engine  bv  Geo.  W. 

Squaire  at  100  Blackstone  street.    Accepted. 

POLLING  PLACES. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  a  report  from  the 
committee  iii  response  to  an  order  of  this  board  to 
select  suitable  polling  places  to  be  used  at  the  ensu- 
ing State  and  municipal  elections,  with  an  order — 
That  the  pollinf_-nlaces  established  within  the  several 
voting  precincts  of  this  city,  anil  used  for  the  year 
1880,  be  and  the  same  <*re  hereby  declared  and  estab- 
lished as  the  polling  places  witbm  said  precincts  for 
the  present  municipal  year,  and  until  otherwise  or- 
dered, with  the  following  changes  only  viz.: 

Ward  1,  Precinct  4,  at  Reservoir  lot,  White  street. 

Ward  4,  Precinct  3,  at  589  Mam  street. 

Ward  10,  Precinct  1,  at  30  Derne  street. 

Which  are  hereby  declared  to  be  the  polling  places 
for  said  Drecincts. 

Order  passed. 

BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Bridges  be  author- 
ized to  widen  the  draw  openings  of  Mt.  Washiogton 
avenue  bridge,  at  an  expense  n<it  exceeding  $65.10, 
to  be  charged  to  the  special  appropriation  for  that 
purpose. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  diaries  River  bridge  be  closed  to 
all  travel  on  the  4th,  5th  and  6th  instant,  from  7 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  to  6  o'clock,  A.  M.,  for  the  purpose 
of  repairing  said  bridge. 

Passed. 

THE  YORKTOWN  CELEBRATION. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  the  following: 

Whereas  the  Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  an  or- 
ganization composed  principally  of  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton, is  to  take  part  in  the  celebration  of  the  one  hun- 
dredth anniversary  of  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  and 
will  represent  the  militia  of  this  Commonwealth  on 
that  occasion,  it  is 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid 
to  the  Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  the  sum 
of  twelve  hundred  dollars  towards  defraying 
the  expenses  incurred  by  said  regiment  in  nerform- 
ing  its  annual  tour  of  duty  at  Yorktown,  Va.,  said 
sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  inciden- 
tals. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley,  to  the 
Committee  on  Armories. 

PAVIXG  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  1'aving: 

Reports  and  orders — Granting  permission  to  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  erect  one  telegraph 


646 


BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN. 


pole  at  the  corner  of  Hancock  and  A  dams  streets, 
and  one  pole  at  the  corner  of  Bowdoin  street  and 
Draper  court,  according  to  plan  dated  Sept.  6,  1881; 
granting  permission  to  the  Massachusetts  Charitable 
Mechanic  Association  to  stretch  a  transparency  across 
Huntington  avenue  in  front  of  its  exhibition  build- 
ing, upon  the  usual  couditions;  to  pave  Webster 
street  between  Lewis  and  Orleans  streets  with  small 
granite  blocks,  estimated  cost  $4000.    Orders  passed. 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  petition  of  the  Cambridge  Railroad  Com- 
pany for  additional  locations  in  Brighton,  respect- 
fully recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
order. 

For  the  Committee. 

L,trcius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  heretofore 
granted  to  the  Cambridge  Railroad  Company  to  lay 
down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the  City  of 
Boston  said  company  shall  have  the  right  to  lay 
down  a  single  track  on  Western  avenue,  Brighton, 
from  the  dividing  line  between  the  City  of  Boston 
and  the  Town  of  Watertown  to  the  tracks  of  said 
comDany  as  heretofore  located  on  Western  avenue 
near  its  intersection  with  Market  street,  the  tracks 
located  by  this  order  being  shown  by  red  lines  o  i  a 
plan  dra;vn  by  J.  G.  Chase,  civil  engineer,  dated 
Sept.  19,  1881,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets. 

The  right  to  lay  down  the  track  located  by  this 
order  is  upon  condition  that  the  whole  work  of  lay- 
ingdown  said  track,  the  form  of  rail,  ana  the  kind 
and  quality  of  material  used  in  paving  said  track 
shall  be  under  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Committee  on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets,  and  shall  be  approved  by  them.  Also 
upon  condition  that  said  Cambridge  Railroad  Com- 
pany shall  accept  this  order  of  location,  and  shall 
agree  in  writing  to  comply  with  the  conditions 
therein  contained,  and  shall  hie  said  acceptance  and 
agreement  with  the  City  Clerk  withiu  thirty  days  of 
the  date  of  this  order;  otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and 
void. 

Order  passed. 

The  Committee  on  Raving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  petitions  of  the  Cambridge  Railroad 
Company  for  leave  to  lay  tracks  on  Park  square, 
Providence,  Church  and  Boylston  streets,  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 
For  the  Committee. 

Lucius  Sla.de,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  heretofore 
granted  to  the  Cambridge  Railroad  Company  to  lay 
down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the  City  of 
Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the  rigbt  to  lay 
down  a  single  track  across  the  square  formed  by  the 
intersection  of  Charles  street,  Boylston  street  and 
Park  square,  to  connect  the  westerly  track  of  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  on  Charles  street  with  the 
nortt  erly  track  of  said  railroad  on  Park  square. 

Also  the  right  to  lay  down  a  single  track  from  the 
northerly  track  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  on  Co- 
lumbns  avenue  through  Providence  street  to  Church 
street,  through  Church  street  to  Boylston  street,  and 
across  Boylston  street  to  the  southerly  track  of  the 
Metropolitan  Railroad  on  said  Boylston  street.  Said 
company  shall  also  have   the  right   to  lay  down  a 


curve  track  at  the  southwesterly  corner  of  Charles 
and  Cambridge  streets,  to  connect  the  southerly  track 
ot  the  Cambridge  Railroad  on  Cambridge  street  with 
the  westerly  track  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  on 
Charles  street.  The  tracks  located  by  this  order 
being  shown  bv  led  lines  on  apian  drawn  by  .!.  G. 
Chase,  Civil  Kngineer,  dated  June  13  1881,  and  de- 
posited in  the  office  ot  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Said  Cambridge  Railroad  Company  shall  have  the 
right  to  enter  upon  and  use  with  its  horses  and  cars, 
to  such  extent  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may  from 
time  to  time  permit,  the  tracks  located  by  this  order, 
and  also  the  tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  on 
Charles  street  between  Cambridge  and  Boylston 
streets;  also  the  northerly  track  of  said  Metrooodtan 
Railroad  Company  on  Columbus  avenue,  between 
Boylston  and  Providence  streets,  and  the  southerly 
tracks  of  said  company  ou  Boylston  street,  between 
Church  and  Charles  streets. 

The  right  to  lay  down  the  tracks  located  by  this  or- 
der is  upon  condition  that  the  whole  work  of  laying 
doivn  said  trades,  the  form  of  rail,  and  the  kind  and 
■quality  or  material  used  in  paviug  said  tracks  shall 
be  under  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Committee  on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  and  shall  be  approved  by  them.  Also  upon 
condition  that  said  Cambridge  Railroad  Company 
shall  accept  this  order  of  location  and  shall  agree  in 
writing  to  comply  with  the  conditions  therein  con- 
tained, and  shall  file  said  acceptance  and  agreement 
with  the  City  Clerk  within  thirty  days  of  the  passage 
of  this  order ;  otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Order  pa sse.i. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Liceuses  as  follows: 

Minor's  applications  granted — 10  newsboys.  Ac- 
cepted. 

VISIT  TO  INSPECT  THE  CORLISS  ENGINES: 

Alderman  Haldeman — There  has  been  a  question 
before  this  board  for  some  four  or  five  mouths  in 
reference  to  the  Corliss  pumping  engines.  Certain 
engines  and  machinery  which  were  alleged  to  have 
been  built  for  the  City  of  Boston,  and  refused  to  be 
accepted,  have  recently  been  disposed  of,  as  I  under- 
stand, to  the  City  of  Providence.  Those  engines  are 
now  working,  and  the  members  of  this  board  have 
been  invited  by  Mr.  Corliss  to  see  theui  while  they 
are  r  lining.  As  there  may  some  question  arise,  I 
think  it  is  eminently  proper  that  such  members  of 
this  board  as  have  never  seen  them,  should  visit 
Providence  for  that  purpose.  I  think  the  entire 
board  should  do  so.  This  question  of  pumping  en- 
gines is  a  very  great  one.  No  matter  whose  engines 
are  to  be  in  use  by  the  City  of  Boston,  it  is  a  subject 
that  we  should  fully  understand.  There  is  certain 
information  that  can  only  be  obtained  by  comparison. 
Therefore,  I  offer  the  following  order: ' 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  authorized 
to  arrange  for  the  transportation  and  expenses  of 
the  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  visit  the 
pumping  engines  now  on  exhibition  at  the  City  of 
Providence,  as  per  invitation  of  Geo.  H.  Corliss,  to 
be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund  of  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

Passed, 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council. 

OCTOBER    6,    18H1. 


Regular  meeting  at  7V2  o'clock  P.  M.,  Andrew  J. 
Bailey,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPER  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Report  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  on  Fires  and 
Alarms  for  Auaust.    Placed  on  file. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINE8S. 

Oruer  for  the  purchase  of  about  30,000  square  feet 
of  land,  on  Parker  street,  near  Bromley  park,  as  a 
site  lor  a  primary  schoolhouse,  at  a  cost  not  exceed- 
ing $18,000.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
RULES    AND    ORDERS    OF    THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing.   (City  Doc.  121): 

1'he  Committee  on  Rules  and  Orders  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  having  considered  the  matters  referred 
to  them,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows: 

The  special  matters  so  referred  were  their  previ- 
ous report  of  June  23,  1881  (City  Doc.  88;,  and  amend- 
ments to  Rules  00  and  70  proposed  at  the  meeting  of 
the  council  on  Sept.  2a.  As  oiher  rules  have  been 
changed  during  the  year,  it  was  deemed  best  to  re- 
pr.nt  all  the  rules,  with  the  proposed  amendments, 
and  to  state  the  changes  suggested. 

Rule  21  is  made  more  precise,  but  the  object  is  not 
changed. 

Rule  '24  is  changed  so  as  to  be  within  the  range  of 
the  powers  of  me  Council. 

Rule  25  is  changed  verbally  only. 

Rule  38  is  changed  so  tnai  all  matters  not  causing 
debate  will  be  taken  up  in  turn,  and  then  tne  list 
will  be  gone  over  again. 

Rule  39  is  amended  verbally. 

Rule  46  is  changed  as  before  recommended. 

Rule  60  is  stricken  out  as  being  unnecessary  and 
beyond  the  powers  of  ths  Council. 

Rule  61  is  amended  verbally. 

Rule  62  has  a  slight  verbal  change.  A  new  rule  62 
is  inserted,  to  meet  a  difficulty  often  arising. 

Rule  64  is  amended  verballv. 

Rule  66  is  amended  by  making  four  divisions  of 
Beats. 

Rule  60  is  verbally  changed  in  the  second  line. 

Rule  70  is  verbally  changed  in  the  first  line,  and 
added  to. 

Rule  72  has  added   to  it  the  order  passed  bv  the 
Council  May  12,  1881.    (Proceedings,  p.  306.) 
Respectfully  submitted, 

William  H.  Whitmore, 
Charles  £.  Pratt, 
Malcolm  8.  GbeenOuoh, 

Committee  on  Rules  and  Orders. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  uesire  to  make  a  brief  Btatemeni 
in  regard  to  the  changes  which  have  been  made  in 
tne  rules.  The  rules  are  changed  as  mentioned  in 
the  report.  Rule  21  i»  amended  so  as  to  make  it  a 
little  more  piecise.  The  object  of  the  ruleas  amend- 
ed this  year,  was  that  whenever  a  member  was 
speaking  and  some  one  asked  Dim  a  question,  the 
one  speaking  should  not  lose  the  right  to  the  floor. 
Those  words  are  added  to  the  rule,  as  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  Council  as  amended  rirst,  to  have  it  in 
that  form.  Rule  24  is  amended  by  leaving  out  certain 
words  in  regard  to  preventing  a  member  from  voting 
or  speaking  until  he  has  made  satisfaction  to  the 
Council,  it  being  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that 
it  was  beyond  the  power  of  the  Council  to  pass  the 
rule  as  it  stands  at  present.  Tne  old  rule  was  passed 
before  the  case  of  Whitcouib  vs.  The  Common  Coun- 
cil occurred,  and  was  adopted  under  a  misapprehen- 
sion. The  present  rule  requires  a  member  break- 
ing the  rules  to  be  censured  by  the  President  or 
make  satisfaction  to  the  Council,  that  being 
as  far  as  we  could  go.  Rule  25  is  a  verbal 
change  only.  I  veuture  to  say  here  that  tne 
cflauges  mentioned  in  the  report  are  merely  ver- 
bal ones  and  do  not  alter  the  meaning  of  the  rales 
in  the  slightest  degree.  Rule  30  is  amended  so  that 
all  matters  shall  be  passed  over  which  are  to  give 
rise  to  debate,  and  other  papers  be  received.  The 
committee  recommend  that  all  matters  be  passed 
over  until  the  whole  list  has  been  gone  through 
with.    As  will  be  seen,  the  present  38th  rule  is: 

"Matters  of  the  second  and   third  class    (papers 


from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  unfinished  busi- 
ness and  notices  of  motions  to  reconsider)  not  giving 
rise  to  a  motion  or  debate,  shall  first  he  disposed  of 
in  the  order  in  which  they  stand;  after  which  the 
matters  that  were  passed  over  shall  be  considered  in 
like  order  and  disposed  of." 

Some  of  the  matters  presented  under  reports  of 
committees  a  jd  orders  are  mere  matters  of  form  to 
be  at  once  referred  to  a  committee.  It  we  go 
through  the  list  and  take  up  all  matters  that  will 
not  create  debate  we  will  be  able  to  get  through 
with  a  great  deal  of  work,  and  then  we  can  go  back 
and  take  up  and  di-pose  of  those  matters  which  cre- 
ate debate.  Rule  60  is  stricken  out  because  that  is 
also  beyond  the  power  to  insist  upon.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  committee  it  was  impossible  for  the  Council 
to  enforce  any  rule  to  prevent  a  member  from  vot- 
ing; neither  "could  they  force  him  to  vote.  In  one 
of  bis  decisions  the  Chair  has  stated  that  there  is  no 
power  to  compel  a  member  to  vote.  It  is  pertectly 
obvious  that  all  a  man  has  to  do  is  to  ab 
sent  himself  from  the  chamber  while  the  vote  is 
;aken.  There  is  no  pjwer  to  coerce  a  member  to 
vote.  If  a  member  has  any  special  interest  in  a  mat- 
ter asioe  from  the  public  interest  it  is  already  cov- 
ered by  rule  23.  The  only  other  rule  changed  is 
rale  66.  by  which,  at  the  request  of  the  President, 
we  have  made  four  divisions  of  the  Council.  Here- 
tofore tnere  have  h-e'n  three  divisions,  and  we  have 
divided  the  chamber  into  four  divisions,  by  which  it 
will  be  easier  to  take  a  standing  vote.  It  is  often 
very  bewildering  to  a  member,  from  the  fact  that  the 
two  side  wing's  have  constituted  one  division.  As 
to  the  proposed  change  in  rule  70  which  1  offered 
at  the  last  meeting,  and  which  was  referred  to  the 
committee,  the  committee  after  considering  the  mat- 
ter voted  not  to  make  any  change,  so  as  not  to  inter- 
fere with  the  present  custom  of  admitting  visitors  to 
the  floor;  but  we  recommend  the  addition  of  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

"And  the  President  shall  order  such  accommoda- 
tions on  the  floor  tor  reporters  and  spectators  as  he 
shall  deem  proper." 

Heretolore  there  has  been  no  provision  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  reporters  on  the  floor  But  thev 
have  always  arranged  it  among  themselves  and  there 
has  been  no  difficulty.  Hereafter  the  power  to  place 
seats  must  remain  with  either  the  Jouncil,  the  Pres- 
ident or  the  Messenger.  Of  course  it  would  be  un- 
advisable  to  have  that  power  exercised  by  the  Coun- 
cil, and  it  seems  proper  that  the  President  should 
order  how  many  chairs  shall  be  put  in  Dere  rather 
than  the  City  Messenger,  who  is  a  subordinate 
officer.  We  conceded  that  the  objections  raised 
at  the  last  meeting  were  well  founded,  and 
therefore  we  have  made  no  changes  in  the  rule 
as  it  stood.  I  believe  that  covers  all  the  changes 
made.  The  verbal  cnanges  are  merely  verbal  as 
stated.  I  can  only  add  that  I  will  be  happy  to  make 
further  explanations  it  requested. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10 — I  followed  the  gentle- 
man until  he  reached  rule  25,  when  my  attention  was 
withdrawn  and  I  was  unable  to  follow  him  after  that 
time.    I  find  that  rute  25,  as  reported,  provides: 

"The  members  of  the  Council  shall  not  leave  their 
places  on  adjournment  until  the  President  has  de- 
clared the  Council  adjourned.  The  Council  shall 
not  be  adjourned  for  want  of  quorum  unless  the  fact 
that  a  quorum  is  not  present  has  been  ascertained  bv 
calling  the  roll  of  members;  and,  if  on  the  calliDg  of 
said  roll  no  quorum  votes,  the  President  shall  imme- 
diately declare  the  Council  adjourned  to  the  next 
dav  of  meeting." 

The  President — That  is  no  change.  It  is  just  as  the 
rule  is  now,  except  one  or  two  words. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16 — I  move  to  specially  as- 
sign to  the  next  meeting  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 
This  is  entirely  a  new  set  of  rules,  and  the  members 
have  not  had  time  to  look  this  document  over. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  hope  that  motion  will  not  pie- 
vail,  because  my  experience  always  has  been  that  in 
these  matters  nobody  pays  attention  to  them  until 
the>  are  taken  up  by  the  Council.  Fortunately  we 
have  not  a  great  deal  to  do  to-night,  and  have 
reached  the  call  for  reports  of  committees  oefore 
eight  o'clock — a  thing  which  1  do  not  recollect  to 
have  happened  before.  We  shall  gain  nothing  by 
putting  it  off.  I  believe  my  colleagues  on  the  com- 
mittee will  confirm  the  statement  that  the  change 
mentioned  by  me  are  all  that  have  been  made.  To 
be  sure  the  other  changes  are  verbal  only,  but  they 
will  make  the  rules  better  and  clearer.  It  is  like 
an  order  coming  in  in  a  new  draft.  This  is  as  goo  j 
a  time  to  consider  them  as  we  shall  have.  In  regard 
to  the  point  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
made,  it  shows  the  necessity  for  some  action.  I  be- 
lieve he  is  quoting  from  a  printed  copy  of  the  rule 
whicu    has  been   altered  by  the  Council   this  year 
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Oui'  rules  are  not  comprehensible  because  they  have 
been  altered  in  two  or  three  items.  Rule  25  was 
amended  during' the  year.  The  only  way  the  mem- 
bers know  it  is  by  noting  it  in  their*  own  books;  but 
some  of  us  have,  and  some  have  not. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — I  find  in  this  document  three  or 
four  images  of  rules.  We  have  not  had  time  to  ex- 
amine them.  Members  are  aware  tbat  the  commit- 
tee bring  in  the  rules  the  first  part  of  the  year  and  it 
takes  quite  a  long  time  to  look  them  over.  I  cannot 
see  what  objection  the  committee  can  have  to  having 
it  assigned,  so  that  we  can  have  a  chance  to  examine 
them. 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  agree  Eully  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  16.  I  wish  to  examine  the  rules.  Even 
it  rule  25  has  existed  before,  I  think  some  change 
ought  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  agree  with  all  the 
gentlemen  who  have  spoken.  I  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  is  right,  that  we  may  as  well  attend  to 
the  matter  this  evening.  At  the  same  time  I  tbink 
the  gentlemen  from  Wards  10  and  16  should  have  an 
opportunity  to  look  the  rule"  over,  if  they  wish  to 
do  so  before  voting.  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  bad  better  withdraw  his  opposition  to  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Rosnosky. 

Further  consideration  of  the  subject  was  spec- 
ially assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  8y2  o'clock. 

VISIT    TO    PROVIDENCE    TO    INSPECT  THE  CORLISS 
PUMPING  ENGINES. 

Mr.  Matthews,  of  Ward  21,  moved  to  suspend  the 
rule  in  order  to  offer  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Messenger  be  authorized 
to  arrange  for  the  transportation  and  expenses  of 
the  members  of  the  Common  Council  and  reporters 
to  vi^it  on  Saturday  next,  the  purnpi-'g  engines  now 
on  exhibition  in  Providence,  as  per  invitation  of 
George  H.  Corliss;  to  be  charged  to  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  Common  Council. 

Mr.  Matthews—  .Vly  idea  in  offering  the  orr I  er  at 
this  time  is  this:  The  Corliss  engine  is  at  the  pres- 
ent time  running,  and  will  continue  so  until  the  12th 
of  this  month.  I  think  it  will  be  for  the  interest  of 
the  city  to  have  the  Committees  on  Water  and  Im- 
proved Sewerage  to  look  at  an  engine  capable  of 
gumpmg  twenty-five  million  gallons  a  day.  After 
lnnday  next  the  engine  will  not  be  running. 

Mr.  Parkruan,  of  Ward  9 — If  I  am  rightly  informed 
that  engine  has  been  sold  to  the  City  of  Providence, 
and  there  will  be  ample  opportunity  for  the  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Government  of  Boston  to  see  it.  I 
would  ask  the  object  of  going  to  see  it. 

Mr.  Matthews — To  get  an  idea  of  the  ability  of  Mr. 
Corliss  to  duplicate  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  suggest  that  the  commit- 
tee has  contracted  for  all  the  engines  it  will  want  for 
some  time.  Even  if  this  Council  goes  down  and  sees 
this  engine,  and  an  emergency  should  arise  for  the 
purchase  of  such  an  engine,  probably  not  one  of  us 
would  be  here  in.  our  seats  to  act  upon  it.  It  would 
be  proper  tor  the  members  of  tlie  Council  wlio  are  to 
purchase  the  engine  to  see  the  engine.  I  do  not  care 
to  oppose  the  order  at  this  stage,  but  I  think  it  is  one 
of  those  things,  like  the  excursion  to  Lake  Winni- 
piseogee,  we  can  safely  postnone. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  declared  lost. 
Mr.  Rosnosky  doubted  the  vote,  and  the  Council  was 
divided.    The  rule  was  suspended,  34  for,  14  against. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and  Mr. 
Matthews  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  that  the  order 
might  be  parsed  to-night. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  that  the  vote  on  the  sus- 
pension of  the  rule  be  taKen  by  yeas  aDd  nays,  ard 
on  that  motion  I  should  like  to  repeatwhat  I  said  be- 
fore, that  tbis  is  a  junket  without  any  excuse.  There 
is  no  pretext  as  [  can  see  tor  the  members  of  this 
Council,  who  have  only  three  mouths  longer  to 
serve,  to  go  down  and  see  rhis  exhibition.  It  will  be 
attended  with  considerable  expense.  In  other  cases 
the  Council  has  been  represented  by  a  committee. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— I  hops  the  rule  will 
not  be  suspended.  The  Council  has  alreadv  spent 
all  its  contingent  lund  this  year  ana  had  to  ask  for 
more.  I  should  like  to  know  how  many  members  of 
tbis  Council  will  be  any  wiser  by  going  down  there 
and  seeing  that  engine  in  motion.  I  do  Dot  believe 
that  one  of  us  here,  even  though  he  be  an  expert  in 
machinery,  will  be  any  better  qualified  to  serve  the 
City  of  Boston  after  seeing  this  exhibition  than  he  is 
now.  The  whole  matter  has  been  looked  into  by  the 
City  Engineer  and  will  he  reported  upon  by  the  com- 
mittee. I  hope  the  Council  will  not  go  upon  an  ex- 
cursion to  see  an  engine  that  has  been  sold  to  another 
city. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  18 — I  believe  the  Counci 
ought  to  go  on  this  excursion.    I  personally  cannot 


go.  For  the  last  three  years  there  has  been  a  con 
troversy  about  this  engine,  and  on  every  occasion 
when  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  «peak  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Corliss  and  bis 
engine,  there  has  been  an  attempt  to  suppress  it.  I 
nave  felt  that  thete  was  something  wrong  in  this 
matter  for  the  last  three  years,  and  I  have  telt  that 
Mr.  Corliss  has  been  badly  used  by  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton. I  should  like  to  go  next  Saturday,  whether  tie 
city  pays  my  expenses  or  not.  I  feel  that  if  mem- 
bers do"  go  there  and  get  information  they  will  come 
back  feeling  that  Mr.  Corliss  has  been  badly  used  by 
the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage. 

Mr.  Huntress  of  Ward  11— If  the  Council  desire  to 
go  down  there  and  pay  their  own  expenses  I  should 
be  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23—1  should  like  to  inquire 
of  the  gentlemen  who  are  so  anxious  to  go'on  ihis 
excursion,  whether  they  will  not  have  the  privilege 
of  seeing  the  engine  after  this  week?  If  the  City  of 
Providence  sets  it  up,  will  it  not  be  on  exhibition 
after  that? 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9 — I  do  not  propose  to 
say  but  a  little  on  tbis  matter.  I  should  not  have 
said  anything  had  it  not  been  for  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  13,  in  which  he  says  that  if 
the  Council  go  to  Providence  they  will  naturally  re- 
turn with  the  idea  tbat  Mr.  Corliss  has  been  oadly 
used  bv  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage.  [ 
venture  to  say  they  will  not  be  able  to  ar- 
rive at  tbat  conclu-ion  wisely  by  simply  see- 
ing a  large  and  handsome  niece  of  machinery  in 
rapid  motion.  It  is  hardly  worth  while  to  go  into 
the  matter  of  the  difficulty  with  Mr.  Corliss  at  this 
time.  Tbe  whole  question  of  pumps  is  a  very  difficult 
one.  A  gentleman  may  be  an  expert  on  every  other 
kind  of  machinery,  but  on  pumps  be  woulu  be  of 
ittle  value.  The  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage 
went  down  last  year  to  see  this  pump,  and  I  Vfiiture 
to  say  cbat  up  to  chat  time  Mr.  Corliss  had  no  more 
strenuous  dvoeate  in  the  committee  than  myself .  I 
wished  to  take  every  possible  cbance  for  the  City  of 
Boston  to  get  tbat  engine  if  it  was  worth  auyti.ing. 
We  saw  the  eugine  working.  We  were  told  it  was 
pumping  twenty-five  million  gallons  a  day.  iVe  did 
not  know  whether  it  was  or  not.  The  engine  was 
working  handsomely.  But  criticisms  were  made  upon 
the  working  of  that  engine  which  seemed  to  me  to  be 
sound,  and  which  I  think  would  be  so  to  every  mem- 
ber of  this  Coui  cil.  .The  real  reason  we  fell  out  with 
Mi1.  Corliss  was  because  he  wouldn't  allow  a  board  of 
experts  whom  we  selected  to  test  that  eogine.  £ 
understand  Mr.  Corliss  withdraws  any  legal  claim 
against  the  city.  The  engine  has  been  soidto:he 
ciiy  of  Providence,  and  he  wishes  to  show  the  mem- 
bers of  rhe  City  Council  of  Boston  what  they  bqve 
lost  by  the  mismanagement  of  tbe  Committee  on 
Improved  Sewerage.  I  venture  co  say  the  Council 
will  not  be  able  to  form  an  opinion  worth  three  cents 
as  to  whether  the  city  nas  lost  anything  worth  hav- 
ing. If  they  wish  to  go  down  there  and  look  at  that 
engine  at  their  own  expense  tbey  can  go.  But  I  must 
say  I  cannot  see  anything  to  he  gained  by  going  there 
at  the  expense  of  the  city.  I  wish  to  add  that 
I  should  not  have  said  anything  had  it  not 
been  ca'led  for  by  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  13.  But  having  been  called  upon 
to  speak  for  the  committee.  I  must  say  that  I  can 
see  no  use  in  going  down  theie. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16 — I  should  expect  when 
this  order  came  in,  tbat  the  Committee  on  Improved 
Sewerage  would  not  favor  it.  I  think  it  well  worth 
the  while  for  this  Council  to  go  down  and  see  it.  I 
happened  to  be  upon  the  committee  in  1879  when  the 
experts  were  appointed.  They  were  highly  recom- 
mended. I  do  not  wish  to  go  into  the  controversy 
which  the  committee  of  1880  had  with  the  gentle- 
man. But  the  engines  are  now  in  working  order  and 
have  been  sold  to  the  City  of  Piuvidence.  and  I  under- 
stand Mr.  Corliss  has  put  them  up  expressly  to 
explain  them  to  tbe  members  of  the  City  Government 
of  Boston.  We  are  to  have  a  pumping  engine  here 
n  tbe  City  of  Boston,  but  I  don't  think  anybody 
would  get  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  it  if  we  w-ent 
there,  unless  he  was  a  member  of  the  committee.  I 
don't  think  to-day  that  if  a  citizen  "f  Boston  would 
go  to  Mr.  Corliss  he  would  get  as  toll  information  as 
the  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  getting  by  going  on  this  excursion.  I 
don't  see  why  tbe  objections  should  come  from  the 
Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage.  I  know  that 
committee  have  visited  these  engines  and  they  will 
have  to  make  some  report.  Some  three  months  ago 
an  order  was  referred  to  rhem  to  report  on  this  Cor 
liss  engine,  and  we  haven't  heard  from  them.  I  know 
they  have  been  busy  with  their  contractors;  that  one 
contractor  and  another  has  given  ud,  and  tbey  have 
been  so  busy  that  they  could  not  pay  attention  to  any 
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other  business.    I  hope  the  Council  will  go  on  this 
excursion. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— 1  understand  that  at  the 
New  England  Fair  ihere  is  a  model  of  this  engine  on 
exhibition.  We  all  have  season  tickets  to  the  fair, 
and  J  think  members  can  get  a  better  idea  of  the  en- 
gine there  thaD  by  going  to  Jf  rovhlence. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— I  would  say  that  the 
model  at  the  New  England  Fair  is  very  handsome, 
but  it  has  not  connected  with  it  some  necessary 
gearing  to  make  it  work  in  pumping  sewage.  The 
model  is  belter  lookingthan  the  engine  was  last  year. 

Mr.  Wheeler — I  would  ask  whether  it  isn't  sub- 
stantially a  model  of  the  engine  at  Providence,  md 
if  the  members  cannot  get  a  good  idea  ot  the  engine 
from  it? 

Mr.  Hart— I  ask  to  be  excused  from  voting  on  this 
question,  having  i  aired  with  Mr.  Bowker  of  Ward 
lb,  be  being  in  tavor  and  I  am  opposed  to  the  whole 
thing.     I  don't  believe  in  it. 

.Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13—1  understand  that  Mr. 
Corliss  has  invited  experts  and  that  they  will  he  there 
to  answer  questions.  .Now  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  23:  He  knows  there  are  certain  days  set 
apart  tor  exhibiting  engines,  and  the  gentleman 
knows  that  more  information  can  be  obtained  on 
those  days  than  on  any  other.  In  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  9, 1  expected  he  would  say  what 
he  has  said.  Whenever  the  Corliss  engine  is  men- 
tioned there  is  always  a  block  to  the  proceed- 
ings. Bat  this  discussion  began  before  the  gen- 
tleman fiom  Ward  9  became  a  member  of  that 
committee,  and  he  is  only  defending  the  acts  of 
some  of  his  predecessors.  1  think  he  will  get  some 
--  information  bj  going  th^re. 

Mr.  Lovell  id  Ward  1— I  think  some  gentleman 
has  stated  that  Mr.  Corliss  has  withdrawn  ad  legal 
claim  against  the  city.  A  gentleman  near  me  says 
there  is  an  application  before  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men for  a  bearing.  No.v  if  we  are  to  have  a  hearing 
and  vote  upon  this  matter,  I  can  see  some  reason  in 
goin  j  there. 

Mr.  Smirh  ot  Waid  21— As  I  shall  vote  for  the 
siisnen-ion  of  the  rule,  in  order  that  this  order  may 
pass.  I  wish  to  give  some  reusou.  In  the  first  place 
I  understand  it  is  very  probable  that  there  will  be  a 
hearing  on  this  matter.  It  is  said  [hat  Mr.  Corliss 
proposed  to  do  certain  work  for  the  Citv  of  Boston 
0,000.  for  which  we  are  about  to  pay  half  a 
million.  I,  wiih  some  other  members,  proposed  to 
go  to  Providence  and  inspect  this  engine,  and  pay 
our  own  expenses.  But  the  Board  of  Aldermen  are 
going  at  the  expense  of  the  city,  ami  1  ihiok  any 
other  member  ot  the  City  Government  ought  to  have 
an  opportunity  to  do  so.  We  ought  to  have  an  op- 
portunity to  examine  those  engines,  so  we  can  discuss 
the  question  upon  its  merits.  1  thii  k  there  are  some 
members  here  who  know  something  about  machinery 
and  will  be  benefited  by  the  examination.  It  is  said 
there  is  a  very  correct  model  of  these  pumps  at  the 
New  England  Fdr;  but  the  valve  motion— the  im- 
portant point  in  pumping  sewage — is  left  out.  What 
I  would  like  to  see,  tor  one,  is  just  that  motion.  If 
this  engine  will  do  the  work  I  think  we  ought  to 
know  the  reason  why  it  has  been  rejected. 

Mr.  Whitmore — 1  want  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
i  a  qoettii  p.  How  is  the  inspection  of  that 
engine  going  to  give  him  any  information  as  to 
whether  Mr.  Corliss  was  riirbl  in  saying  tie  wa3  Dot 
proi  erly  treated  in  the  matter  of  a  contract  in  1878 
or  '79?  As  I  understand  it,  Mr.  Corliss  claims  that 
he  made  a  bargain  with  ti.e  city  to  furnish  it  an  en- 
gine. On  the.  other  hand,  the  Committee  on  Iiu 
proved  Sewerage  ray  he  would  not  sign  a  contract, 
tha'  he  was  notified  to  do  so  and  refused,  and  that  he 
having  retu-ed  to  sign  a  contract,  they  considered  all 
■i  .  That  I  understand  is  the  simple 
question  in  dispute.  Did  .Mr.  Corliss  build  that  en- 
gine in  pursuance  of  a  contract  with  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton or  not?  It  is  not  a  question  whether  or  not  it  is  a 
good  engine.  I  understand  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  to  .-ay  it  is  a  good  one. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  beg  pardon.    I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  understood  him  to  say  so.  but  it 
doe-  not  alter  the  argument.  I  understand  he  is 
alone  rn  the  committee.  My  recollection  of  the 
debates  in  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen  is  that  the  com- 
mittee did  not  test  Mr.  Corliss's  engine  to  see  if  it 
was   a  good  one 

Mr.  Greenough— Will  the  gentleman  allow  me  one 
moment? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  sorry  I  cannot.  So  much  I 
am  positive  of.  from  my  recollection  of  the  debate  in 
the  Board  of  A.. lornon,  that  the  question  is  one  of 
contract  and  not  of  engines  between  Mr.  Corliss  and 
the  city.  1  believe  there  can  be  no  dispute  about 
that.  On*  ot  the  Aldermen  who  is  the  cham- 
pion   of    Mr.    ( orliss    never   made    anv    claim    that 


the  engine  was  rejected  because  it  was  not  a 
good  one.  The  claim  of  tne  Committee  on  im- 
proved Sewerage  was  that  Mr.  Corliss  did  not 
make  a  contract,  and  the  entire  evidence  in  the 
other  branch  was  as  to  whether  Mr.  Corliss  was  right 
in  making  those  engines  without  a  contract.  If  that 
is  so,  1  tail  to  see  how  an  inspection  of  the  engine  is 
to  throw  any  light  upon  the  dispute  between  Mr. 
Coiliss  and  the  city,  if  I  am  wrong,  then  the  case 
is  somewhat  altered.  I  still  think  it  would  be  better 
to  send  a  committee  there.  From  everything  I  have 
heard  the  dispute  is  not  upon  the  quality  of  the  en- 
gines, but  because  Mr.  Corliss  would  not  sign  a  con- 
tract. 

Mr.  Smith — I  get  my  information  from  the  commit- 
tee and  from  the  City  Engineer.  It  was  thought  that 
this  engine  of  Mr.  Corliss  would  not  uo  the  work. 
1  know  nothing  of  the  merits  of  this  dispute,  but  I 
understand  from  them  that  these  engines  were  re- 
jected because  they  believed  they  were  not  compe- 
tent. If  that  was  a  fact,  it  was  a  very  good  reason 
for  rejecting  them.  I  only  ask  that  members  may 
be  allowed  to  examine  these  engines  so  they  can  have 
all  the  facts  before  them  when  the  matter  comes  up. 
I  am  not  interested  in  Mr.  Corliss;  in  fact,  I  care 
nothing  about  him. 

Mr,  Greenough— I  do  not  agree  with  the  under- 
standing of  my  remarks  as  stated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12.  I  do  "not  propose  to  say  tfcat  Mr. 
Corliss's  engine  is  not  a  good  one;  neither  do  I  pro- 
pose to  be  understood  as  saying  that  I  consider  it  a 
food  engine,  without  auy  question  bv  the  committee, 
or  there  is  a  grave  question  about  it  being  able,  in 
the  opinion  of  many  experts,  to  do  the  work  of  the 
city.  Where  we  finally  fell  out  with  Mr.  Corliss  was 
when  he  would  not  allow  first-class  experts  to  test  the 
engine.  If  that  engine  hail  passed  the  test  it  would 
have  been  taken  by  the  City  of  Boston.  Of  course  it 
may  Oe  a  first  rate  engine. 

Mr.  Lovell— There  is  a  gentleman  in  this  room  who 
saw  one  of  Mr.  Corliss's  engines  pumping  water.  I 
think  there  is  no  gentleman  here,  either  amateur  or 
expert. but  will  say  it  is  a  first-class  engine  for  pump- 
ing water.  The  question  is  whether  it  will  pump 
sewrge. 

Mr.  Smith— I  was  told  by  an  agent  of  Mr.  Corliss 
that  those  engines  would  have  the  sewage  valve  until 
next  Monday, after  that  the  valves  would  be  changed 
and  the  engines  used  for  pumping  water. 

Mr.  Loved— Do  I  understand  that  it  will  be  pump- 
ing sewage? 

Mr.  Smith — It  will  oe  iu  sewage  gearing,  but  I  do 
not  know  wheiher  it  will  be  pumping  sewage. 

Mr.  Lovell— That  S'  uuds  well,  but  I  do  not  under- 
stand it. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick— Will  it  pump  anything  besides 
water? 

Mr.  Smith — I  think  it  will  pump  sewage. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  yeas  36,  nays  15; 

Yeas— Barry,  Bartlett,  Bigelow,  Boyle,  Brown,  II. 

B.  Clapp,  Conliu,  Connell,  Coscello,  Cotton,  Devlin, 

C.  F.  uoherty,  I.  Doherty.  Dudley,  Eddy,  Farwell, 
Fisk,  Fitzpatrick,  Gove,  Hosley,'  Lovell,  Maguire, 
Mathews,  1'.  J.  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Means, 
Mullett,  Powers,  Quigley,  Rcsnosky,  Smith,  Swan, 
Teevan,  Wakefield,  Walsh,  Welch— 36. 

Nays— Beal,  Child.  Dana,  Denney,  Emery,  Free- 
man, Greenough,  Harding,  Huntress,  N.  M.  Morri- 
son, Park  i. an,  Vdes,  Wheeler,  Whitmore.  Williams 
—15. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Bowker,  Brimbecom,  H. 
Clapp,  Cronin,  Cumuiings,  Daly,  Fohm,  Ford,  Hart, 
Hilton,  Lauten,  McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P. 
Morrison,  Murphy, Pope,  Pratt,  Pray,  Rogers,  Whar- 
ton— 20. 

The  question  was  upon  the  "assage  ol  the  order. 

Mr.  Lovell  moved  to  amend  so  that  a  committee  of 
twelve  be  appointed  to  visit  Providence  and  inspect 
the  Corliss  engines.    Rejected. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23—1  am  one  of  the  number  in 
this  country  who  oelieve  that  Mr.  Corliss  can  build 
an  engine  to  do  more  work  than  any  other  engineer 
in  this  countn ,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  he  can 
build  such  an  engine  for  the  City  of  Boston.  I  under- 
stand that  this  engine  was  not  capable  of  doing  the 
work,  and  I  shall  take  the  ground  that  it  was  wisely 
rejected  by  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage, 
who  bad  all  the  evidence.  I  Understand  that  the  en- 
gin,  has  been  sold  and  that  Mr.  Corliss  present- no 
claim  against  the  city  for  what  has  been  done.  I  can- 
not see  how  there  can  be  any  benefit  in  going  to  see  the  i 
engine,  although  1  voted  to  suspend  Ihe  rule,  and' 
should  lib e  to  see  it  very  much.  1  now  make  a  mo- 
tion to  amend  the  order,  that  each  member  of  this 
Council  desiring  to  go  shal1  pay  his  own  fa>e. 

Mr.  Maguire,  of  Ward  19,  moved  that  the   vote  on 
Mr.  Brown's  amendment  be  taken  by  yeas  and  rsys.  I' 
Lost, 
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Mr.  Brown's  amendment  was  declared  rejected. 
Mr.  Huntress  doubted  the  vote,  and  the  Council  was 
divided,  20  for,  25  against. 

The  order  was  declared  rejected.  Mr.  Gove  doubt- 
ed the  vote,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Child,  of  Ward  17, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The  order  was 
passed,  yeas  28,  nays  23: 

teas— Barry,  Ba*tlett,  Bigelow,  Bowker,  Boyle, 
H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Costello,  Cotton,  Devlin,  C.  F. 
Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Farwell.  Fisk,  Fitzpatrick, 
Gove,  Mathews,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  MeNamara, 
Means,  Poweis,  Quigley,  Rosnoskv,  Swan,  Teevan, 
Wakefield,  Walsh,  Welch— 28. 

Nays — Beal,  Brown,  Child,  Cuuitnings,  Uenney, 
Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Freeman,  Greenough,  Hard- 
ing, Hart,  Hosley,  Huntress,  Lovell,  Maguire,  N.  M. 
Morrison,  Mullett,  Pi>rkman,  Viles,  Wheeler,  Whit- 
more,  Williams— 23. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Brimbecom,  H.  Clapp,  Con- 
nell,  Croniu,  Daly,  Dana,  Folan,  Ford,  Hilton, 
Lauten,  McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  Morrison, 
Murphy,  Pope,  Pratt,  fray,  Rogers,  Smith,  Whar- 
ton—20. 

Mr.  Hart  moved  to  adjourn.  Declared  carried. 
Mr.  Gove  doubted  the  vote,  and  the  Council  was 
divided,  16  for,  24  against. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  order  to  visi*  Providence  was  passed,  hop- 
ing it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

VACANCIES  ON  COMMITTEES  FILLED. 

The  President  announced  the  following  appoint- 
ments to  fill  vacancies  on  committees: 

Ordinances  and  Judiciary  —  Mr.  Cuinmings  of 
Ward  10. 

Mystic  Valley  Sewer — Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1. 

Joint  Rules  and  Orders— Mr.  Parkman  oi  Ward  9. 

The  President  resigned  his  position  u  :>ou  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  on  account  of  being  unable 
to  attend  to  the  duties,  and  appointed  Mr.  Pratt  of 
Ward  21  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  moved  to  adjourn.  Lost,  21  for,  23 
against. 

PROPOSED  ENLARGEMENT  OF  THE  POWERS  OF 
THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 
Mr.  Means  of  Ward  20  offered  an  order — That 
the  President  of  the  Common  Council  be  di- 
rected to  petition  the  legislature,  in  behalf  of  said 
Council,  for  an  act  transferring  the  powers  and  du- 
ties held  and  performed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
as  County  Commissioners  of  Suffolk  or  Surveyors  of 
Highways,  or  as  successors  to  the  Selectmen  of  Bos- 
ton, to  the  City  Council  of  said  city,  to  be  exercised 
and  performed  by  concurrent  vote,  subject  to  the  ap- 

Sroval  of  His  Honor  the  Mayor.     Referred  to  the 
ommittee  on  Ordinances. 

CHEMICAL  ENGINE  FOR  THE  HIGHLAND  DISTRICT. 
Mr.  Means  of  Ward  20  offered  an  order — That  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  be  requested  to  con 
sider  and  report  the  expedieucy  of  locating  a  chemi- 
cal engine  in  the  building  formerly  occupied  by 
Hook  and  Ladder  Compauy  Number  Four,  on  Eustis 
street,  in  tne  Highland   District.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

STEADY    WORK    AND    FULL    TIME    FOR    LABORERS 

Mr.  Means  of  Ward  20  offered  an  order— That  the 
heads  of  the  several  departments  be  requested  to  so 
arrange  their  affairs  as  to  give  laborers  therein  steady 
work  and  full  time  while  employed  by  the  city. 

The  order  was  declared  refused  a  second  reading, 
and  Mr.  Means  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote. 

Mr.  Means— My  object  in  offering  this  order  was 
this:  Men  in  the  employ  of  the  several  departments 
have  come  to  me,  and  impressing  the  necessity  for 
increased  pay  have  said,  that  notwithstanding  they 
get  $1.50  or  $1.75  per  day,  yet  tor  a  large  part  of  the 
time  during  rainy  weather  they  ar1?  not  employed  by 
the  city  at  all.  It  seems  to  me  no  more  than  reason- 
able, wherher  we  increase  their  nay  or  not,  and 
especially  if  we  pav  tnem  at,  low  figures,  that  we 
should  so  arrange  the  work  as  to  give  cbein  as  muoh 
work  as  we  can  while  they  are  in  the  employ  of  the 
city.  For  that  purpose  I  drew  the  order.  It  does 
not  require  us  to  give  them  any  mo -e  pay,  or  re- 
quire them  to  do  any  more  work.  It  merely 
gives  them  a  fair  chance  to  work  for  us  all  the 
time  :hey  are  in  our  employ.  It  see  jis  to  me  the 
heads  of  departments  could  so  arrange  their  work  as 
to  have  emDloyment  under  cover  for  men  on  rainy 
days.  It  will  work  no  harm  to  the  city,  and  it  is  a 
reasonable  request  to  grant. 

The  reconsiaeration  was  declared  refused.  Mr. 
Means  doubted  the  vote,  and  moved  that  the  doubt 
be  verified  by  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 
The  reconsideration  prevailed— yeas  25,  nays  20: 

Teas— Barry,    Bartlett,    Bigelow,   Boyle,    Conlin, 


Counell,  Costello,  Cotton,  Dennev,  Devlii  .  C.  F 
Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Farwell,  Fitzpatrick,  Hard- 
ing, Maguire,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  Means,  Mullett, 
Powers,  Quigley,  Rosnosky,  Walsh,  Welch.  Whit- 
more — 25. 

Nays— Beal,  Brown,  Child,  Cuuiiniugs, Daua,  Dud- 
ley, Eddy,  Emery,  Freeman,  Greenough,  Hart, 
Hosley,  Huntress.  Lovell,  Parkman,  Smith,  Viles. 
Wakefield,  Wheeler,  Williams— 20. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Bowker,  Brimbecom,  II. 
Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Cronin,  Daly,  Fisk,  Folan,  Ford, 
Gove,  Hilton,  Lauten,  Mathews,  McCormick,  J.  A. 
McLaughlin,  McNamara,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P  Mor- 
rison, Murphy,  Pope,  Pratt,  Pray,  Rotrers,  Swan, 
Teevan,  Wharton — 26. 

•  he  question  then  came  upon  passing  the  order  to 
a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wheeler  moved  to  specially  assign  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13—1  can  see  no  reason  for 
the  adoption  of  that  motion.  .We  all  fully  under- 
stand the  question,  and  have  taken  a  vote  upon  it. 
The  order  has  been  read  two  or  three  times,  and  I 
don't  see  way  the  gentleman  should  make  that  mo- 
tion.   I  think  we  *re  prepared  to   vote  upon  it  now. 

Mr.  Rosnosliy— I  hope  the  question  will  not  be 
specially  assigned.  No  matter  if  we  took  three 
months  to  consider  it,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
will  not  vote  for  it.  You  could  not  convince  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  if  you  araued  upon  it  for  a 
month.  When  the  question  of  benefiting  the  'abor- 
in  men  comes  up,  he  will  vote  against  it  every  time. 

Mr.  Clapp,  of  Ward  24,  moved  to  adjourn.  Lost, 
21  for.  25  against. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  do  not  say  I  cannot 
understand  the  order,  but  I  do  not  understand  how 
the  gentlemen  in  charge  of  the  departments  can  ar- 
range their  business  so  as  to  give  eveiybody  full  time. 
I  deny  that  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
16  apply  to  me.  I  should  vote  tor  an  order  if  I  un- 
dented it.  :nd  it  met  my  approval. 

Mr.  Devlin— It  seems  singular  to  me  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  9  cannot  understand  anything 
that  seems  to  favoi  the  working  man.  That  is  as  it 
appears  to  me.  This  order  contemplates  that  men 
shall  have  regular  employment.  Now  if  men  work- 
ing for  other  corporations,  like  railroads  and  gas 
companies  or  otherwise,  do  not  have  regular  employ- 
ment, they  are  discharged,  but  they  are  given 
regular  employment  so  long  as  they  are  in  the 
employ  of  the  corporation.  Now  the  system  in  the 
Paving  Department  is  to  keep  men  two,  three,  four, 
five  of  six  days,  and  then  discharge  them,  and  that 
seems  to  be  entirely  wrong.  It  always  seemed  to  me 
there  should  be  a  class  of  men  employed  permaneutly 
from  January  to  January,  so  that  we  should  not  have 
men  running  to  members  of  the  City  Government 
protesting  that  tney  have  been  discharged  by  the 
Pavin,;  or  some  other  department,  and  wanting  to 
get  back  again.  The  men  should  be  employed  from 
January  to  January,  just  as  they  are  in  the  Health 
Department. 

Mr  Huntress  of  Ward  ]  1 — This  is  a  matter  which 

I  do  not  understand.  I  suppose  that  the  heads  of 
departments  have  control  of  the  employment  of 
men.  I  do  not  understand  that  passing  an  order  re- 
quiring heads  of  departments  to  employ  men  from 
year  to  year  will  effect  anything  in  the  manner  in 
which  meu  are  hired  and  kept  at  work. 

Mr.  Greenough — What  the  gentleman  from  Ward 

II  has  said  is  very  likely  true;  it  may  have  very  little 
effect  on  the  heads  of  departments,  but  the  best 
answer  I  can  make  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13 
is  that  I  am  entirely  satisfied  with  the  e  iplanatiou  of 
the  order  and  shall  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Means — It  has  been  a  conundrum  with  me  for 
some  time  whether  the  City  Council  were  over  the 
heads  of  departments  or  the  heads  of  departments  over 
the  City  Council,  but  I  have  satisfied  myself  that  the 
City  Council  have  some  control  over  the  affairs  of 
the  city,  and  my  faint  hope  is  that  somewhere  in  the 
distant  future  we  shall  in  practice  enforce  it.  But 
the  whole  point  of  this  order  is  that  it  does  not  cost 
the  City  of  Boston  one  cent.  It  merely  directs  the 
heads  of  departmedts  to  so  arrange  their  work  as 
to  do  justice  to  these  men.  1  say  it  is  not  reason- 
able to  hire  a  man,  keep  him  on  for  a  day  and 
then  let  him  go  for  a  week.  Some  of  these  men 
have  not  known  one  day  whether  they  were  going  to 
have  a  dollar's  worth  of  work  the  next  day,  or  none 
at  all.  That  is  not  right,  If  we  are  going  to  pay 
them  a  dollar  a  day,  we  ought  to  pay  them.  If  we 
cannot  nay  but  ten  cents  a  day,  we  ought  to  pay  them 
that  right  along.  We  ought  not  to  hire  them  at  §1.75 
a  day  and  pay  them  nothing  a  part  of  the  time 

Mr.  Lovell — I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  21  if  he  means  that  we  shad  nay  a  man 
whether  he  works  or  not? 
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.Mr.  Means — Certainly  not.  I  ODly  ask  tbat  while 
the  city  employs  a  man  it  shall  give  bim  work  and 
pay  hini  for  it,  and  it  it  don't  want  to  employ  bini 
the  head  of  department  shall  turn  him  off. 

Mr.  Lovell — I  cannot  see  the  difference  between 
that  and  the  way  it  is  now. 

Mr.  Means— The  way  it  is  now,  they  give  hioj  work 
a  day  or  two,  he  goes  off  a  day  or  two  and  then 
comes  back  to  work  a  day  or  two  more. 

Mr.  Lovell — I  would  ask  the  tentleinau  if  they  do 
not  turn  him  off  when  they  have  not  work  for 
him? 

Mr.  Means — There  is  work  that  might  be  done  in 
wet  weather  and  other  work  to  be  done  in  pleasant 
weather,  and  the  departments  should  so  arrange 
their  work  to  do  it  in  that  way.  It  mav  be  a  little 
easier  to  do  it  as  it  is  now,  working  at  all  kinds  of 
work  in  pleasant  weather  and  discharging  tbe  men 
during  rainy  weather,  but  it  is  not  so  just  to  the 
men. 

Mr.  Lovell— I  am  willirg  to  vote  for  anything  to 
help  the  laboring  man.  I  do  not  think  be  geis  a  dol- 
lar more  than  he  ought  to  get.  Hut  this  order  struck 
me  a^  if  it  muddled  things.  I  do  not  know  but  it  is 
clear  to  the  gentleman,  but  it  is  about  as  clear  as  mnd 
to  me. 

Mr.  Rosnosky— I  suppose  the  gentleman  desires 
that  tbe  departments  shall  bccarrieu  on  as  tbe  Health 
Department  is.  The  lahoiers  in  the  Health  Depart- 
ment are  employed  all  the  year  round.  But  you 
taKe.  for  in«tacce,  the  Pavii.g  Department,  the  Su- 
perintendent sends  me  live  tickets,  and  ctischarges 
Ave  otber  laborers  to  put  my  men  on.  He  will  keep 
my  live  men  on  till  next  week,  when  he  will  have  to 
discharge  them  to  accommodate  Mr.  Devlin.  Thai  is 
the  way  I  claim  it  is  going  on  now.  I  claim 
that  if  the  Paving  Department  had  300  men  and  kept 
them  the  year  round,  it  would  not  have  to  accommo- 
date this  or  that  man,  and  then  it  wouldbave  as  good 
labor  as  we  have  in  the  Health  Department.  Mr. 
Harris  wants  to  accommodate  me  once  in  a  while  as 
well  as  the  rest  of  you,  hut  he  has  got  to  discharge 
somebody  else's  men.  There  is  my  friend  from  Ward 
19,  who  has  to  be  accommodated  also.  I  do  not  see 
why  gentlemen  should  object  to  this  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  moved  to 
reconsider,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail.  Lost.  Sent 
up. 

MYSTIC  PUMPING  STATION. 

Mr.  Greenough,  of  Ward  9,  submitted  a  repoit 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Water  upon  the  re- 
quest of  the  Water  Board  (referred  Sept.  29, 1881) 
recommending  tbe  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  tbe  Boston  Water  Board  be  author 
ized  to  petition  tne  City  of  Somerville  for  permission 
to  locate  a  railroad  track  over  and  across  Boston 
avenue  in  said  Somerville, 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Water  Board  be  author- 
ized to  expend  not  exceeoing  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  right  of  way.  by  deed 
or  otherwise,  for  the  construction  of  a  track  by  the 
Lowell  Railroad  Company  from  their  read  to  the 
Mystic   pumping  station,  for  tbe  purpose  of  trans- 


porting coal,  etc.,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  $ 
revenue  of  the  Mystic  Water  Works. 

Tbe  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Greenough — I  think  a  brief  explanation  will 
do  away  with  any  opposition  that  might  possibly 
exist  to  those  orders.  The  coal  now  brought  to  the 
tlystic  pumping  station  is  hauled  at  an  expense  of 
from  60  Cents  to  $1  a  ton,  averaging  about  80  cents. 
There  are  about  3500  tons  used  every  year,  which 
makes  the  cost  about  $2800.  The  Lowell  railroad  say 
if  we  will  buy  the  land  upon  which  to  build  a  track, 
they  will  haul  that  coal  for  40csnts  a  ton.  By  pur- 
chasing this  land  we  will  actually  save  the  expense 
tbo  first  year,  and  about  .$1400  every  year  hereafter. 

The  orders  were  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule.  Mr.  Greenough  moved  to  recoLsider.  Lost. 
Sent  up. 

WARD  ACCOMMODATIONS  IN  WAKD  13. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be  requested  to  pro- 
vide more  suitable  accommodation?  for  ward  meet- 
.ngs  in  Ward  13.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Public 
buildings. 

NEW  PUBLIC   LIBRARY    BUILDING. 

Mr.  Hart,  of  Ward  18,  submitted  a  repoit  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance  on  the  order  (referred  by  the 
Common  Council  Aug.  25,  1881),  authorizing  tbe 
purchase  of  certain  estati'S  adjoining  the  lot  given  by 
the  State  as  a  site  for  toe  new  public  library  build- 
ing, with  the  same  in  a  new  draft,  and  also  an  order 
to  provide  the  means,  as  follow ; : 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
the  Public  Library  be  and  they  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  purchase  land  in  additiou  to  the  lot  given  by 
the  State  for  a  new  library  building;  the  expense  not 
to  exceed  $150,000,  to  be  for  an  amount  of  land  sub- 
stantially as  mentioned  in  the  report  of  said  commit- 
tee. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  end  at  such  a  rate  of  inter- 
est as  they  shall  determine,  the  sum  of  $150,000,  the 
same  to  constitute  a  special  appropriation,  for  the 
purchase  of  additional  land  *'or  new  Public  Library 
nuilding,  the  certificates  of  debt  issued  under  the 
autnoritv  to  be  made  payable  on  Nov.  1, 1882,  from 
the  taxes  of  1882-1883. 

Passed  to  a  second  reading  and   ordered  printed, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Child,  tf  Ward  17. 
ARNOLD  ARBORETUM. 

Mr.  Wbitmore,  of  Ward  12,  called  for  tbe  third 
passed  assignment,  viz.: 

Report  and  orders  for  tbe  taking  of  Arnold  Arbo- 
retum for  a  public  park,  for  the  purchase  or  taking 
of  adjoining  lands  for  the  same  purpose,  and  for  a 
loan  of  $60,000  for  paying  for  such  said  adjoining 
lands. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

The  first  order  was  amended  by  inserting  "or 
take"  after  "purchase,"  as  recommended  by  tne  Fi- 
nance Committee,  »nd  the  question  tnen  came  upon 
giving  the  orders  as  amended  a  second  reading. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rosnosky,  of  Ward 
16. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
OCTOBER    lO,    1881. 


Regular  meetiug  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWN. 

Five   petit   jurors  were  drawn  for   the    October 
term  of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court. 
EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Constables— Richard  M.  Walsh  and  William  Sulli- 
vaD,  to  make  complaints  in  cases  of  neglected  chil- 
dren, in  connection  with  their  duties  as  members  of 
the  force  ot  truant  otficets,  anr.  suggesting  that  no 
bonds  be  required  of  them. 

Election  Officers 
to  fill  vacancies  caused  hy  resignations: 

Ward  1,  precinct  3— Clerk,  Emery  D.  Leighton,  63 
Monmouth  street,  in  place  of  C.  H.  Da\,  declined, 
D. 

Ward  5,  precinct  1  -  Deputy  warden,  Alvan  G. 
Sawyer,  34  Adams  street,  m  place  of  Moses  Or.  Ed- 
mands,  declioed,  R. 

Ward  5,  precinct  2— Clerk,  Edwin  D.  Sibley,  32 
Adams  street,  in  p.ace  of  Charles  W.  Kittell,  de- 
clined, R. 

Ward  5,  precinct  4— Deputy  inspector,  J.  Henry 
Brown,  57  Main  street,  in  place  of  Edwin  D.Sibley, 
declined,  R. 

Ward  8,  precinct  2 — Deputy  clerk,  John  H.  Brown, 
80  Leverett  street,  in  place  of  Jamts  W.  Pearce,  de- 
clined, R. 

Ward  8,  precinct  3 — Deputy  clerk,  John  F.  Caoa- 
vau,  12  Spring  street,  in  place  of  Jas.  T.  Armstrong, 
declioed,  R. 

Ward  9,  precinct  1— Warden,  Tucker  Doland,  101 
Mt.  Vernon  street,  in  place  of  George  L.  Ruffiu,  de- 
clined, R. 

Ward  9,  precinct  4- Clerk,  E.  George  Biddle,  40 
living  street,  in  place  of  George  K.  Shaw,  declin- 
ed, R. 

vVard  11,  oreciuet  2— Clerk,  William  R.  Richards, 
2  Marlboro'  street,  in  place  of  J.  J.  Sawyer,  Jr., 
declined,  R.;  deputy  inspector,  Patrick  Carroll,  98 
Church  street,  in  place  of  Frederick  Brooks,  de- 
cliued, D. 

Ward  11,  precinct  3— Warden,  Albert  H.  Hall,  12 
Shawinut  avenue,  in  place  of  Samuel  Cousens,  de- 
clined, R. 

Ward  13,  precinct  4 — Clerk,  Daniel  J.  Haggerty, 
001  Seventh  street,  in  place  of  B.  L.  Fitzputrick,  de- 
clined, D. 

Ward  16,  precinct  4 — Clerk,  Solomon  Sugarman, 
119  Dover  street,  in  place  ot  Thomas  F.  Ferris,  de- 
clined, D.;  deputy  clerk,  Henry  French,  1098  Wash- 
ington street,  in  place  of  D.  A.  Duggan,  declined,  D. 

Ward  17,  precinct  3 — Deputy  inspector,  Frank 
Ferry,  1323  Washington  street,  lii  place  of  Otii  Kim- 
ball, declined,  R. 

Ward  18,  precinct  2— Cornell  Kendall,  79  Worces- 
ter street,  in  place  of  James  C.  Laughton,  declined, 
I). 

War :  18,  precinct  3— Deputy  warden.  Granville  H. 
Comsett,  1799  Washington  street,  in  place  of  John 
A.  Hoar,  declined,  D. 

Ward  19,  precinct  3 — Warden,  Thomas  Corbett,  16 
Shawmut  place,  in  place  of  William  E.  Shay,  de- 
clined, D. 

Ward  23,  precinct  2— Deputy  inspector,  Thomas  D. 
Caugley,  Jamaica  street,  in  place,  of  A.  B.  Heath, 
declined,  IJ. 

Ward  24,  precinct  3 — Deputy  clerk,  James  B. 
Light,  Neponset  avenue,  in  place  of  D.  W.  Bartlett, 
declined,  R. 

Continued. 

PETITIONS   REFERRED. 

To  tli':  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  or  the 
Board— Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables,  as  fol- 
low-: K.  Gardner  Chase,  new  wooden,  1  cow  and  3 
In.') -i:-,  Dorchester  avenue,  near  Centre  street.  Ward 
24;  Daniel  McKinney,  wooden, 4  horses,  Washington 
Street,  between  Lexington  street  aid  Madison 
avenu?.  Ward  25. 

Jo  the  Committee  on  Lamps — B.  F.  Guild  and 
lor  lamps  in  passageway  between  Common- 
wealth avenue  and  Newbury  street. 


George  Lewis  and  others,  for  street  lamps  on 
Palmer  place,  Ward  20. 

John  W.  Hollis,  for  lamps  in  Hollis  place,  Ward  25. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board — Mrs.  JohanDa 
Mealey,  for  leave  to  project  an  electric  light  from 
the  front  of  building  28  Merrimack  street. 

To  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners — Mo  es  A. 
Dow  and  others,  respecting  clocks  in  the  Charles- 
town  District  being  so  oat  of  order  that  nc  reli- 
ance can  be  placed  on  the  time  their  hands  indicate. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings — Laming  &  Drisko,  to  erect  a  wooden  ad- 
dition to  a  building  on  Commercial  street,  near  Lin- 
den streft,  Ward  24. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc. — Ameri- 
can Electric  Lit  ht  Co.,  for  permit  to  erect  posts  for 
electric  lights  on  the  Public  Garden. 

7'o  the  Committee  on  Paving— Jacob  Edwards  and 
others,  that  Virginia  street  be  graded,  etc. 

Atlas  Refining  Co.,  for  leave  to  lay  a  track  across 
Bremen  street  from  Eastern  Railroad  to  their  prem- 
eses. 

Jacob  Edwards  and  others,  that  a  plank  walk  be 
laid  on  east  side  of  Virginia  street. 

Barnes  and  Duncklee,  for  a  cross-walk  on  Claren- 
don street,  from  Trinity  Church  chapel  to  hotel 
Brunswick. 

J.  V.  N.  Stultz  and  others,  for  brick  sidewalks  on 
Warren  street  from  Dunreath  place  to  Copeland 
street. 

Edward  A.  King  and  others,  that  the  cobble  pave- 
ment on  Shawmut  avenue,  between  W.  Brookline 
street  and  W.  Chester  park  be  replaced  with  jranite 
blocks. 

N.  J.  Bradlee  and  others,  for  a  street  crossing  on 
Warren  street,  from  Palladio  Hall  to  Hotel  Dart- 
mouth. 

Jooa.  Oldham  and  others,  that  the  sidewalks  and 
roadway  of  Mt.  Vernon  street,  Charltstowu.be  put 
in  suitable  condition. 

David  H.  Blaney.thatedgestones  be  set  on  portions 
of  Lagle  and  Border  streets. 

Robert  Bishop, to  carry  a  shaft  across  Tudor  street, 
underground.betweey  D  atid  E  streets,  South  Boston. 

A.  B.  Hitchcock  and  others,  tor  flagging  cross- 
walk across  North  Beacon  street,  at" Cambridge 
street. 

Wm.  P.  Hewitt,  for  leave  to  close  Harwich  street 
against  travel  during  the  building  of  foundations  to 
houses  on  said  street. 

Petitions  lor  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of 
■  'ohn  Turner,  525  Dorchester  avenue;  M.  Hurley,  4 
C  street;  F.  R.  Sears,  Trustee,  2G3  Commonwealth 
avenue;  Thomas  Jackson,  Cabot  street. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalks  in 
front  of  estates  of  Mary  Flynn,  C  street  and  Tudor 
street;  N.  M.  Jewett,  Columbus  avenue  and  Caze- 
nove  place. 

Petition  for  edgestone  in  front  of  estate  of  E.  Wil- 
son, Enfield  and  Haze>  streets. 

HEARINGS. 

Hearings  were  had  upon  orders  of  notice  returna- 
ble this  day  as  fallows: 

On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Washing- 
ton street  and  Greenwood  avenue,  Ward  23.  No 
objections.    Recommitted  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

On  petition  of  Union  Freight  R.  R.  Co.  for  leave 
to  lay  down  tracks  on  First  and  Granite  streets. 

Mr.  Perkins,  Secretary  of  the  New  York  &  New 
England  Railroad  Company,  said  his  comoany  had  a 
petition  for  a  location  in  Granite  street, named  in  this 
petition.  While  he  did  not  appear  to  object  to  grant- 
ing the  petition  of  the  Union  Freight  Railroad,  it 
was  desirable  that  the  two  petitions  should  he  con- 
sidered together,  so  that  the  two  railroad  companies 
and  the  public  will  be  accommodated. 

No  one  else  appeared  to  object.  Recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Paving. 

Horse  Railroad  Tracks  in  Kneeland  Street. 

On  petition  of  Metropolitan  R.  R.  Co.  for  leave  to 
lay  tracks  in  Kneeland  street,  or  to  use  tracks  of 
South  Boston  Railroad  in  that  vicinity. 

On  petition  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Co.  for 
leave  to  locate  tracks  in  Kneeland  street,  from  Lin- 
coln to  Washington  street. 

Alderman  Woolley— Mr.  Richards, the  President  of 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company,  requested  me 
to  state  that  his  company  had  fullv  set  forth  thsir 
requirements  in  their  petition,  and  desired  me  to 
maiee  no  further  statement  before  the  board. 

No  one  appeared  to  object.  On  motion  of  Alder- 
man Wroolley  the  petitions  were  recommitted  to  the 
Co.nniitte?  on  Paving. 

PAPERS   FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Notices  of  the  filling  of  vacancies  on  certain  joint 
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committees  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Councilman 
Hagav  of  Ward  10.    Placed  on  tile. 

Order  for  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  to  con- 
sider a  report  on  the  expediency  of  locating  a  chemi- 
cal tire  engine  in  house  of  Hook  and  Ladder  Compa- 
ny No.  4,  on  Eustis  street).    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  orders  to  allow  the  AVater  Board  to 
procure  a  right  of  way  )oi  §1500,  from  Lowell  road 
to  Mystic  pumping  station,  and  also  to  ask  leave  of 
the  City  of  Somerville  for  leave  to  cross  Boston  av- 
enue with  a  rail  car  track.  Orders  passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Steady  Work  and  Full,  Time  for  Laborers. 

Order  requesting  heads  of  departments  to  so  ar- 
range their  affairs  as  to  give  laborers  employed 
therein  steady  work  and  full  time. 

Alderman  Curtis— There  is  something  about  this 
order  I  do  not  understand.  It  is  an  order  request- 
ing the  heads  of  departments  to  so  arrange  their 
affairs  as  to  give  the  laborers  employed  therein 
steady  work  and  full  time.  I  do  not  understand  how 
the  departments  are  going  to  arrange  their  work 
with  some  1200  men,  that  if  it  comes  a  rainy  day 
they  are  going  to  give  them  steady  work  and  full 
time.  I  wish  the  laborers  to  have  all  the  work  they 
can,  but  if  any  member  of  this  board  can  explain  to 
me  how  the  heads  of  departments  can  take  care  of 
their  men  on  rainy  days,  I  would  like  to  have  him 
explain  it.  [Pause.]  No  one  seems  to  respond. 
It  is  very  well  known  by  this  board  and  by  all 
laborers  outside,  that  when  an  appropriation 
of  money  is  expended  we  have  to  discharge 
men  from  the  different  departments.  There  is 
the  Paving  Department,  and  I  am  sorry  the 
gentleman  on  my  left  don't  respond,  as  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  that  committee.  1  think  their  number  is 
about  1200  in  the  summer  time,  and  in  the  winter 
they  cut  them  down  to  about  300.  When  I  get 
through,  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  East  Boston 
will  tell  us  something  about  this  department.  Per- 
haps this  is  one  of  his  orders.  Iw^nt  to  know  how 
this  order  can  be  carried  out.  The  gentleman  being 
a  modest  man,  perhaps  he  dont  wan't  to  say  any- 
thing. 

Alderman  Woolley — I  think  I  can  explain  the  ob- 
ject of  tfeat  order,  but  when  the  gentlem»n  says  it  is 
one  of  my  orders 

Alderman  Curtis— I  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon. 
I  did  not  say  it  was  one  of  his  orders.  I  said  perhaps 
it  might  be  one  of  his  o*  ders. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  will  take  the  gentleman  at 
his  word.  This  order  was  offered  in  the  Common 
Council,  and  1  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  I  myself 
cannot  see  where  we  cau  give  the  laborers  in  the 
Paving  Department,  who  are  at  vvork  out  of  doors, 
stead >  work  and  full  time.  In  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment we  do  employ  a  portion  of  the  men  on  rainy 
days  breaking  stone,  but  it  is  limited  to  the  number 
of  men  that  cau  be  employed.  I  am  not  prepared  to 
answer  tbe  gentleman  in  regard  to  the  ocder  to-day, 
or  give  any  satisfactory  explanation  of  it,  or  my  own 
views  upon  it.  The  matter  originated  in  the  Coun- 
cil, and  has  come  down  to  us  for  our  consideration. 
But  certainly  I  shall  make  it  my  study  to  inquire  into 
it,  and  if  it  is  for  the  advantage  of  the  workingman  I 
slial  ladvocate  it,  also  looking  for  the  interest  of 
the  City  of  Boston  at  the  same  time,  which  I  repre- 
sent in  this  board.  Further  than  that  I  cannot  give 
the  gentleman  any  explanation. 

Alderman  Viles — In  reading  the  doings  of  the 
Council  I  noticed  that  some  members  remarked  that 
the  laborers  should  be  employed  as  they  are  in  the 
Health  Department.  I  am  not  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Health,  but  I  know  something  about 
that  department.  They  employ  just  so  many  men, 
and  keep  them  the  year  round.  They  have  just  so 
many  offal  carts,  and  so  many  gangs  to  sweep  the 
streets.  They  are  all  capable  men,  and  are  eaployed 
the  year  round.  1  rail  to  see  how  this  order  can 
reach  any  other  department  than  the  Paving  De- 
partment, and  in  the  absence  of  two  members  of 
that  committee  I  move  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving. 

Alderman  Haldeman — Like  my  friend  on  my  left  I 
know  nothing  about  this  order  beyond  what  I  happen- 
ed to  hear,  being  present  in  the  other  chamber  when 
the  question  was  in  debate.  As  the  gentleman  de- 
sires information  I  will  repeat  as  near  as  I  can  the 
substance  of  the  argument  ased.  It  appears  that 
reference  was  made  to  the  labors  in  the  Health  De- 
partment as  being  more  permanent.  The  priucipal 
objections  were  made  to  the  Paving  Department. 
It  apDears  that  a  certain  portion  of  the  force  is  per- 
manent, but  there  is  a  floating  pooulation  that  are 
being  constantly  hired  and  discharged,  and  hired 
and  discharged^  after  a  week  or  two  weeks,  and 
after  a  while  they  go  back  again.    The  allegation 


that  this  is  in  consequence  of  the  clamor  of  the  vari- 
ous members  of  the  City  Government,  who  are  de- 
manding places  for  their  constituents  and  friends. 
I  f  Mr.  Smith  is  to  have  a  number  of  tickets  to  get 
half  a  dozen  men  on,  Mr.  Brown's  men  must  be  dis- 
charged to  make  room  for  them,  and  when  some- 
body else's  men  go  on,  then  Mr.  Smith's  men 
must  go  off.  This  is  the  case  particularly 
when  election  time  comes  on.  That  appears 
to  be  the  issue.  The  gentleman  who  offered 
that  order  believed  that  the  city's  interests  are  not 
served  by  this  constant  changing  of  men,  merelv  to 
give  theiii  a  week  or  two  here  and  there,  without 
any  reference  to  the  labor  to  be  performed.  The 
idea  is  that  when  aien  are  to  be  employed  the?  are 
to  be  kept  as  long  as  they  ere  efficient  and  there  is 
work  for  them  to  do,  and  not  merely  discharge  rhem 
to  make  room  for  other  men  for  whom  there  is  a 
clamor.  The  Health  Department  provides  more  reg- 
ular, employment  and  that  is  the  reason  it  is  so  de- 
sirable to  get  piaces.  In  the  Paving  Department  the 
men  never  know  whether  they  are  to  remain  one  ^ay 
or  a  week.  I  am  iu  favor  of  this  order  if  it  is  a  prac- 
ticable one.  I  do  not  think  it  is  intended  to  have 
the  1'aving  Department  employ  men  they  do  not 
want,  but  to  keep  them  as  long  as  there  is  work  for 
them,  and  not  to  kick  them  out  to  make  place  ■  for 
the  friends  of  another  member  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment. 

Alderman  Curtis — That  is  just  the  statement  I 
made  in  oi-e  of  my  arguments  here  in  the  tore  part 
of  tbe  season.  If  you  follow  up  this  labor  question 
and  issue  tickets,  by  the  hearts  of  departments,  to 
this  one  and  that  one,  you  will  soon  get  to  a  political 
harangue  and  nothing  more  or  less.  You  have  got 
some  good  men  in  the  Paviug  Department,  and  thev 
were  got  on  by  tickets  given  by  the  head  of  the  de- 
partment to  members  of  the  City  Council.  It  may 
prove  to  be  just  as  the  gentleman  on  my  right  lias 
Sam.  that  tn  se  good  men  havegot  to  be  removed  be- 
cause they  have  got  to  make  room  for  other  men 
coming  from  the  members  of  the  Council.  You 
can  see  at  once  that  you  are  going  to  make  a 
political  mob  by  your  treatment  or  this  laboring 
question,  and  removing  the  men  just  because  a 
new  Councilman  has  been  elected  and  he  must 
have  his  share  of  the  tickets.  I  say  it  is 
all  wrong.  If  I  have  a  good  set  of  men  at  work  for 
me,  I  do  net  want  a  foreman  io  go  into  my  yard  and 
say  I  am  going  to  discharge  four  ol  those  "men  be- 
cause I  have  four  others  wbo  wane  to  get  in  there. 
How  am  I  going  to  do  business  if  I  have  a  man 
come  in  in  that  way  and  discharge  some  of  my  best 
men?  It  is  just  so  in  the  city  departments,  if  you 
have  got  to  discharge  men  to  uake  room  for  others 
who  are  not  worth  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  a  day. 
When  you  come  to  talk  about  full  time  here,  why 
when  a  man  has  worked  a  full  day  hasn't  he  had  full 
time,  and  don't  the  city  pay  him  for  a  day's  work? 
What  more  is  expected?  It  scys  the  city'  laborers 
shall  have  steady  work.  How  can  you  give  a  man 
steady  work  when  you  haven't  the  work  to  do? 
Much  more,  how  can'you  give  lmujsteady  work  when 
you  haven't  th»  money  topay  hiin?  I  can  see  no  vir- 
tue io  this  order  at  all.  You  are  goiDg  to  give  a  man 
full  time;  lmw  cau  you  give  him  any  more  than 
his  day's  work?  He  works  his  full  day;  he 
worKS  his  six  days  in  the  week.  You  don't  want  to 
keep  a  man  20  days  in  the  mouth  when  he  hasn't 
worked  but  18?  A  man  came  to  me  the  other  day 
and  said  he  had  been  dischai  ged.  "What  have  you 
been  discharged  for?"  "I  don't  know ;  1  want  ycu  to 
get  me  back  again  on  city  work."  What  was  the  re- 
sult? He  said  he  had  taken  the  pledge.  "You  have 
been  drinking,  have  you?"  "Yes,  but  lam  a  pledged 
man  to-day,  and  I  want  to  get  back  on  to  city  work." 
Before  I  took  him  back  I  went  to  the  records  and 
found  he  bad  worked  18  days  of  a  month  of  26  days. 
Do  you  want  to  pay  that  mau  full  time?  What  fur- 
ther? Siuce  he  had  taken  the  pledge  be  had  been 
down  to  the  island  two  months.  Talk  about  giving 
me  full  time;  I  want  to  knnw  what  it  meaus.  If  you 
can  tell  us  what  this  means  you  have  got  ahead'  of 
me,  Air.  Chairman.  Why  should  we  keep  having 
these  orders  come  down  to  us  from  the  Council  when 
no  living  man  can  tell  what  they  mean?  Now,  Mr. 
Chairman,  if  you  just  let  "the  poor  laborer 
alone  he  will  get  his  bread  and  butter  much  better 
than  he  will  to  keep  annoying  him  and  turning  him 
off  to  make  place  for  auother  one.  This  labor  ques- 
tion is  what  you  should  let  alone,  Mr.  Chairman, and 
so  should  this  board,  and  seven-tenths  of  the  laborers 
to-day  say,  let  me  alone.  Now  we  will  take  the 
Health  Department.  The  gentleman  dou't  go  far 
en  ugh  iu  regard  to  the  Health  Department.  It  is  a 
good  place  for  the  men;  steady  work.  Why?  Be- 
cause that  department  has  work  every  day ;  rain  or 
shine,  you  will  see  those  teams  going  out,  in  clear 
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weather  or  iu  thunder  storms,  aim  they  cannot  help 
and  must  go.  Why  shouldn't  they  he  paid  by  the 
month'.'  Why  shouldn't  they  have  a  month's  pay?  It 
is  no  more  than  right  that  they  should  have  a 
month's  pay.  Not  a  day  do  they  lay  still.  The 
garbage  of  the  City  of  Boston  must  be  collected, 
and  you  ana  I  all  know  it.  Now,  sir,  if  you 
can  tell  me  of  any  other  department  where 
you  can  put  them  on  the  same  as  iu  the  Health  De- 
partment I  aiu  ready  to  hear  it,  but  I  cannot  see  it. 
1  say  let  the  poor  man  alone  and  he  will  get  his  liv- 
ing. Don't  keep  harassing  him  here  every  day  in 
the  Ciiy  Government  ami  getting  him  turned  off  be- 
cause some  new  man  has  came  here  and  goes  to  the 
superintendent  for  some  tickets. 

Alderman  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien — 'flu-  Alderman  says  let  the 
lab<  rer  aloue.  I  th  nk  this  order  would  give  some 
stability  to  his  employment,  and  carry  out  the  Al- 
derman's idea  to  let  the  laborer  alone.  How  any 
man  can  get  up  here  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and 
sanction  and  uphold  the  way  the  work  is  d  lie  in  the 
Paving  Department  is  a  mystery  1  cannot  understand. 
It  is  a  regular  burlesque  on  employment,  and  it  is 
nothing  more  or  less.  Whenever  this  question  has 
come  nn  for  discussion  it  Das  placed  our  Paving  De- 
partment in  a  burlesque  position,  and  it  did  so  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Common  Council.  What  dots 
one  Councilman  say?  The  gentleman  who  intro- 
duced this  order  said": 

*'Jt  has  been  a  conundrum  with  me  for  some 
time  whetuer  the  City  Council  were  over  the 
heads  of  departments  or  tiie  heads  of  departments  over 
the  City  Council,  but  I  have  satisfied  myself  that  the 
City  Council  have  some  control  over  the  affairs  of 
the  ctly,  and  my  taint  hope  is  that  somewhere  in  the 
distant  future  we  shall  in  practice  enforce  it.  But 
the  whole  point  of  this  order  is  that  it  does  not  cost 
the  City  ot  Bosiou  one  cent.  It  merely  directs  the 
heads  of  departments  to  so  arrange  their  work  as 
to  do  justice  to  these  men.  1  say  it  is  not  reason- 
able to  hire  a  man,  keep  him  on  for  a  day  and 
then  let  him  go  for  a  week.  Some  of  these  men 
have  not  known  one  day  whether  they  were  going  to 
have  a  dollar's  worth  of  work  the  next  day,  or  none 
at  all.'' 

That  is  what  Mr.  .Means, who  introduced  the  order 
said.  Now  let  me  give  you  a  practical  illustration  of 
the  working  of  the  Paving  Department.  I  am  not 
in  favor  with  that  department.  I  do  not  care  for 
their  favoritism,  i  never  ask  tbem  for  ticket*,  i 
wish  to  be  Independent  or  that  department,  as  well 
as  of  every  other  department.  [Reading  from  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Rosnosky,  of  Ward  IB,  at  the  last 
meeting  ot  the  Common  Council:] 

■I  suppose  the  gentleman  desires  that  the  depart- 
ments shall  be  can  led  on  as  the  Health  Department 
is.  The  laborers  in  the  Health  Department  are  em- 
ployed all  the  year  round.  But  you  take,  for  in- 
stauce,  the  Tavmg  Department,  the  Superintendent 
sends  me  five  tickets,  and  discharges  five  olher  labor- 
ers to  put  my  men  on.  He  will  keep  my  five  men  on 
till  next  week,  when  he  will  have  to  discharge  them 
to  accommodate  Mr.  Devlin.  TbatistLe  way  I  claim 
it  is  going  on  now.  I  claim  that  it  Jie  Paving  De- 
partment had  300  men  and  kept  them  the  year  round, 
it  would  not  have  to  accommodate  this  cr  that  man, 
and  then  it  would  have  as  good  labor  as  we  have  in 
the  Healih  Department.  Mr.  Hairis  wants  to  accom- 
modate me  once  in  a  while  as  well  as  the  re^t  of  you, 
but  he  has  got  to  discharge  somebody  else's  men. 
There  is  my  friend  from  Ward  19,  who  has  to  be  ac- 
commodated also. 

That  is  the  system  you  Aldermen  have  sustained 
whenever  this  labor  "quest, on  has  come  up.  You 
have  admitted  that  tl:e  Superintendent  ot  Paving 
had  a  right  to  give  five  tickets  to  a  Councilman  to- 
day, and"  live  to  an  Alderman  to-morrow,  and  keep 
changing  ihc.-e  laborers  round  to  suit  the  whims  Of 
id  the  Superintendent  of  Paving 
gives  them  tickets  because  he  wants  their  votes. 

Alderman  Curti. —  Will  the  gentleman  give  way 
one  moment? 

Alderman  O'Brien— Certainly,  I  will  give  way  half 
a  dozen  inon 

Alderman  Curtis— The  gentleman  must  distinctly 
understand  me,  that  it  has  been  my  views  never  to 
give  out  rickets.  The  gentleman  must  know  that  it 
is  one  ol  mj  strong  points  that  no  tickets  should  be 
given  out. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  am  not  rephing  to  the  Al- 
derman in  relation  to  that.  I  am  merely  giving  the 
inside  history  of  that  department.  1  do  not  believe 
the  Alderman  le  troubled  with  many  laborers  for 
that  department.  But  it  is  known  that  the  Council- 
men  of  the  City  ol  Boston  run  that  department,  and 
that  Mr.  Harri-  i.-  a  mere  tool  In  their  hand 
he  gives  them  tickets  when  it  suits  his  purposes,  and 


he  keeps  tickets  away  when  it  does  not.  That  is  the 
system" Mr.  Means  very  sensibly  wants  to  do  away 
with,  and  give  some  stability  to  the  employment  of 
laborers  in  that  department.  Mr.  Harris  is  an 
engineer,  a  nun  ot  sense  and  practical  experience, 
and  when  he  employs  a  set  of  men  he  cm  tell 
how  long  that  work  will  last,  and  he  ought  to  tell 
them  that  their  work  will  terminate  about  such  a 
time.  It  would  give  them  a  favorable  chauce  to  get 
other  work.  But  now  he  takes  five  men  for  Mr. 
Rosnosky  to-day,  and  rive  more  for  Mr.  C.  or  Mr.  D. 
the  next  day,  and  so  he  keeps  these  men  in  a  sort  of 
whirligig.  That  is  the  system  you  support,  and  that 
is  the  system  we.  want  changed.  I  believe  this  order 
ought  to  be  passed.  Mr.  Harris  knows  precisely 
what  work  he  has  tor  laborers  to  do,  ana  should  give 
them  to  understand  that  they  must  look  out  for  some 
other  employment.  But  we  must  prevent  Mr.  Har- 
ris from  turning  out  those  men  to  day  ami  to-morrow. 
and  that  is  what  Mr.  Means  wants. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  think  it  is  unfair,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  two  members  if  tl.e  Committee  on  Paving, 
to  make  this  attack  upon  that  department,  lam  not 
so  uncharitable  as  to  believe  that  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets  is  giving  out  tickets  in  the  way  alleged. 
There  is  a  great  pressure  of  laborers  to  set  on  that 
department.  They  fully  understand  that  it  may  be 
for  one  or  two  or  three  days  or  a  mouth.  Then,  in 
employing  so  large  a  number,  many  are  strangers, 
representing  themselves  as  g"od  men,  when  it 
finally  turns  out  that  U>ey  are  not  good  men, 
and  the  Superintendent  is  obliged  to  discharge 
them.  1  would  like  to  know  how  yon  can  cm  ploy 
men  in  the  Paving  Deportment  and  keep  tlieiii 
through  the  winter.  Weniakeaecrfainiappropriatiou 
for  that  department,  and  they  can  do  so  much  work. 
II  you  employ  as  many  men  one  part  of  the  year  as 
you  do  another  part  how  can  you  do  your  work? 
Perhaps  for  six  or  seveu  months  men  can  work  on 
our  streets  and  do  their  work  satisfactorily,  but  the 
balance  of  the  time  they  cannot  earn  their  salt.  Is 
it  fair  to  ask  the  city  to  take  three  or  four  hundred 
men  and  keep  them  employed  timing  the  winter, 
when  it  does  not  need  them?" 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  would  ask  the  gentleman  a 
question.  Is  it  fair  to  employ  men  to-day  and  dis- 
charge them  to-morrow  just  b  cause  a  Councilman 
asks  it? 

Alderman  Whitten— No,  it  is  not. 

Alderman  O'Brien— It  has  been  asserled  in  this 
board  and  has  not  been  contradicted.  I  feel  that 
the  men  who  spoke  in  the  Common  Council  last 
Thursday  spoke  the  truth.  I  know  that  tickets  are 
given  out. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  know  that  tickets  are  given 
out.  It  is  very  easy  to  assert  that  a  certain  thing  is  so, 
but  it  is  notso  easily  proven.  If  you  show  that  the 
men  put  on  by  Mr.  Rosnosky  to-day  are  discharged 
a  week  or  ten  days  from  to-day  to  give  place  to  other 
men  for  another  member,  I  will  admit,  it.  But  lake 
the  course  of  a  farmer;  he  has  to  employ  so  many 
men  to  cut  hay;  but  would  you  have  him  be  a  whole 
year  cutting  that  hay  just  to  give  men  em- 
ployment? You  might  as  well  say  that  the 
Paving  Department  shall  employ  men  in  the 
summer  to  fix  the  streets  in  the  winter  when  they 
are  frozen.  I  do  not  see  how  you  can  pass  an  order 
that  a  department  like  the  Paving  Department  shall 
employ  men  during  the  whole  year.  The  Alderman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat  is  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  and  Squares  I  would  ask  him  if 
he  can  employ  men  iu  that  department  duriDg  the 
winter.  I  am  just  as  much  a  friend  of  the  laborer  as 
any  one,  but  I  do  not  beliive  in  trying  to  regulate 
the  price  of  labor.  It  is  a  matter  of  supply  and  de- 
mand.    Let  it  alone  and  it  will  take  care  of  itself. 

Alderman  O'Brien— 1  do  not  think  the  Alderman 
is  right  when  he  says  we  are  attacking  the  depart- 
ment while  two  members  of  the  Paving  Committee 
are  away.  Here  is  business  sent  down  to  us  from 
the  Common  Council  after  discussion  there.  If  those 
Alderman  don't  see  fit  to  come  here,  it  is  not,  our 
business. 

Alderman  Whitten— The  Alderman  knows  that 
Alderman  Slade  is  absent  in  Chicago,  and  thai  Alder- 
man'fucker  is  quite  ill  at  home.  I  asked  the  Alder- 
man a  question,  which  I  would  like  to  I  avc  him 
answer:  If  he  can  employ  the  same  number  of  men 
during  the  winter  as  in  the  summer,  and  get  an  bou- 
est  day's  work  for  the  city'.' 

Alderman  O'Brien— Certainly  not.  But  we  give 
them  notice. 

Alderman  Whitten— Suppose  he  is  a  drunken  man 
and  cannot  work? 

Alderman  O'Brien — We  have  no  work  for  such 
men. 

Alderman  Whitten— Then  you  discharge  tbem? 

Alde.'inan    O'Brien— We    discharge    them.      The 
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great  trouble  with  the  Superintendent  of  Common 
and  Squares  is  he  will  not  employ  any  but  good  men. 
When  lie  finds  ineu  are  not  doing  a  good  day's  work 
he  discharges  them,  and  that  is  the  reason  he  is  at- 
tacked. 

Alder  man  Whitten— That  is  the  reason  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets  is  attacked.  He  has  to  employ 
many  men;  they  are  sent  to  him  by  Tom,  Dick  and 
Harry;  they  prove  to  be  not  good  men,  and  he  dis- 
charges them. 

Alderman  O'Brien — When  the  Alderman  says 
Tom,  Dick  and  Harry,  he  means  Ml.  Brown  and  Mr. 
Smith.  It  is  a  very  nice  thing  for  gentlemen  to  have 
this  patronage,  /here  is  the  trouDle.  We  place  this 
matter  In  the  baDds  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets.  It  has  been  stated  here  time  and  again 
that  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  does  "not 
control  his  department,  and  allows  it  to  pass 
into  the  control  of  the  members  of  the  Common 
Council  to  appoint  such  men  as  thev  see  fit.  This  is 
nothing  new.  A  month  or  two  ago  when  this  matter 
was  discussed,  such  facts  were  elicited  that  Mr.  Har- 
ris vowed  he  never  would  give  out  another  ticket. 
He  saw  how  ridiculous  tne  whole  thing  was,  and  how 
the  labor  is  managed  by  the  Paving  Department  in 
the  distribution  of  patronage. 

Alderman  Hersey — IE  such  a  state  of  things  exists 
as  the  Alderman  has  stated  I  think  it  ougnt  to  be 
rectified.  I  do  not  think  the  City  of  Boston  should 
employ  men  to-day  and  discbarge  them  to-morrow. 
I  should  be  willing  to  vote  f  r  an  order  to  prevent 
that,  but  I  will  uot  vote  for  this  order.  Tuis  order 
would  compel  the  Paving  Department  to  pay  for  la- 
boring men  during  rainy  day.0.  I  think  tne  city 
should  give  some  stability  to  the  employment 
of  its  labor.  If  men  are  employed  to-day 
and  discharged  to-morrow  to  make  room  for 
otiers  I  would  vote  to  remedy  the  evil,  but 
I  do  not  believe  it  exists.  I  should  uot  be  willing  to 
give  the  laborers  steady  work  and  full  time  in  such 
departments  as  cannot  possibly  employ  them — such 
as  the  Paving  Department.  I  think  the  order  is  not 
drawn  to  cure  the  evil  complained  of,  but  for  some- 
thing more  than  that. 

Alderman  Frost— I  think  if  we  have  a  state  of 
things  in  the  Paving  Department  as  represented  by 
the  Alderman  on  my  left,  it  certainly  ought  to  be  in- 
vestigated. I  myself  had  a  few  tickets  early 
in  the  season  from  the  Superintendent  of  Streets , 
and  distributed  them  to  such  men  as  came  to 
me  for  work.  I  was  very  glad  to  furnish  them  that 
employment.  I  think  every  man  of  them  is  dis- 
charged now.  If  they  were  discharged  to  make  room 
for  some  other  men  recommended  by  some  other 
men,  I  tb ink  it  is  a  matter  that  ought  to  be  investi- 
gated. I  should  like  to  inquire  of  the  Alderman 
who  made  the  statement,  whether  he  didn't  make  it 
a  little  broader  than  he  knows?  I  understood  him 
to  say  he  knew  those  to  be  the  facts.  I  should  like 
to  inquire  if  he  knows  it  personally  of  his  own 
knowledge,  or  whether  it  is  merely  hearsay? 

Alderman  O'Brien. — I  stated  distinctly  when  I 
arose  that  I  am  perfectly  independent  of  the  Paving 
Department.  They  do  not  send  me  tickets  as  they 
did  the  Alderman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  They 
overlooked  me,  and  I  am  sure  I  do  not  court 
any  of  their  favors.  But  this  matter  has  been 
repeated  time  and  time  again,  and  it  has 
never  been  contradicted.  The  Councilman  says: 
—[repeating  Mr.  Ro-snosky's  remarks.]  I  stated 
distinctly  that  I  kaew  tichets  were  distribu- 
ted to  these  Counulnien.  I  do  know  that  fact.  The 
Alderman  has  just  stated  that  he  bad  tickets.  It  is  a 
sort  of  favor  granted  to  bim  by  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment. Here  is  a  Councilman  who  distinctly  stated 
the  fact  that  that  is  the  system.  It  has  been  stated 
over  and  over  again,  Chat  that  is  the  system.  Its  prac- 
tical workings  I  do  not  know  about,  because  they  do 
not  court  my  favor. 

Alderman  Frost— The  Alderman  don't  answer  my 
question.  I  asked  whether  he  didn't  state  it  a  little 
broader  than  he  knew;  whether  he  knows  that  men 
put  on  to-day  are  discharged  at  the  request  of  one 
Councilman?  Whether  he  knows  it  of  his  own  per- 
sonal knowledge?  or  whether  the  statement  is  from 
the  debate  in  tbe  Council  and  common  hearsay? 
That  is  what  I  want  to  know,  because  if  we  have 
one  witness  who  knows  these  things  we  want  to  pin 
him. 

Alderman  O'Brieu— I  am  a  regular  Yankee,  and  I 
would  ask  the  Alderman  another  question— if  he 
knows  it  is  not  so?  It  he  asks  conuudruuis  let  him 
answer  conundrums. 

Alderman  Frost— I  know  it  is  very  hard  to  prove 
the  negative  of  a  proposition.  I  do  not  know  that  it 
is  not  so;  but  I  ask  the  gentleman  whether  he  wants 
that  statement  to  stand — that  he  does  knowit  is  so? 

Alderman  O'Brien— The  gentleman  misstates  me.  I 


base  my  assertions  on  the  report  of  the  Council, 
which  I  holu  in  m>  hand.  Why  don't  he  take  tbe 
report.    It  is  official? 

Alderman  Frost— Now  I  have  got  it.  That  is  what 
I  want  to  know,  whether  he  knew  it  from  personal 
knowledge  or  hearsay?  Now  he  states  it  is  hearsay. 
I  hope  this  will  go  to  the  Committee  on  Paving 

Alderman  O'Brien — There  is  no  hearsay  about  it. 
This  is  a  public  official  document  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment.    It  is  no  hearsay. 

Alderman  Frost — Then  I  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man wny  he  stated  in  tne  Board  of  Aldermen  that 
he  Knew  such  and  such  things  to  be  facts? 

Alderman  O'Brien— Will  the  Alderman  state  what 
the  fact*  were  which  I  stated  I  knew. 

Alderman  Frost— If  the  leporter  will  state  what  he 
stated,  we  will  get  them.  At  least  we  will  get  them 
if  they  are  not  doctored  too  much. 

Alderman  Curtis — In  the  absence  of  the  Paving 
Committee  I  nope  this  will  be  referred. 

Alderman  Woolley — As  the  gentleman  has  insinu- 
ated that  new  members  coming  into  the  department, 
some  men  have  to  be  discharged  to  make  room  for 
their  favorite  men,  certainly  he  must  refer  to  my- 
self, and  now  I  want  to  ?tate  distinctly  that  there 
have  been  no  changes  made  in  the  Paving  Depart- 
ment in  the  district  which  I  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent—East Boston.  There  has  been  but  one  new 
man  placed  in  the  department  in  East  Boston,  and 
he  was  placed  there  by  the  influence  of  a  private  cit- 
izen. Neither  myself,  nor  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving,  nor  any  member  of  the  Council 
from  either  Ward  1  or  2,  have  had  influence  enough 
with  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  induce  him  to 
put  a  single  man  upon  the  Paving  Department  in 
East  Boston.  Unfortunately  the  citizens  of  East 
Boston  have  sent  some  gentlemen  here  to  represent 
them  who  have  very  little  influence. 

Alderman  Curtis— Do  I  understand  the  gentleman 
says  I  made  such  a  statement? 

Alderman  Woolley — I  inferred  it  from  what  he 
said. 

Aiderman  Curtis — I  cannot  see  how  he  inferred  it. 
I  made  no  such  statement. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  merely  wanted  to  state  the 
position  I  was  in,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Paving.  After  urgent  solicitation  it  was  my  pleas- 
ure to  receive  a  few  tickets,  which  I  dis- 
tributed to  members  of  the  Common  Council. 
The  tickets  were  limited  to  seven.  Three  of 
those  men  worked  a  fortnight  and  were  dis- 
charged, two  worked  three  weeks  and  were  dis- 
charged; whether  the  others  are  at  work  I  do  not 
know.  That  has  been  my  experience.  I  think  myself 
it  is  wrong  to  give  to  the  Superintendent  of  Streets 
the  privilege  of  employing  his  men  unless  he  shows 
mo. e  than  he  has  done  in  the  pa^t  year  that  he  does 
not  do  it  for  his  own  private  interest.  I  make  it 
broad,  sir,  and  say  he  employs  men  in  the  Paving  De- 
partment for  his  own  private  interest  so  far  as  my 
judgment  goes. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  hope  the  Alderman  from  the 
South  End  will  recognize  that  fact. 

Alderman  Woolley— So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  the 
Committee  on  Paving  have  uot  a  word  to  say  who 
shall  be  employed, and  who  shall  not  be.  The  com- 
mittee never  dictate  to  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 
1  have  only  been  on  the  committee  a  short  time,  but 
I  have  felt  that  I  was  out  of  my  place,  and  perhaps 
some  other  gentleman  could  fill  tbe  position  better 
than  I  could.  Still  I  have  tried  to  do  my  duty  to 
the  city  as  its  representative  on  that  committee. 
I  believe  the  system  is  wrong.  I  believe  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  to 
employ  these  men,  and  to  say  who  shall  be 
employed  and  who  shall  not  be;  and  then,  sir,  it  will 
be  in  the  bauds  of  three  men;  it  will  not  he  this  one- 
man  power,  which  I  do  not  believe  in.  I  believe 
with  the  Alderman  on  my  right  that  this  thing  has 
been  running  on  this  way  long  enough.  I  hate,  in 
the  absence  of  the  other  members  of  the  committee, 
to  get  up  here  and  make  these  statements,  but  never- 
theless they  are  true.  Every  word  that  the  gentle- 
man en  my  right  has  said  is  true,  to  my  best  knowl- 
edge and  belief.  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  special  com- 
mittee appointed  to  investigate  this  matter  and  in- 
quire into  the  way  in  which  men  are  employed  in  the 
Paving  Department.  I  hope  some  gentleman  will 
make  a  motion  that  a  special  committee  be  appointed. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  will  move  to  amend  the  order 
by  inserting  after  "full  time,'' the  words  ''weather 
and  season  permitting."  Then  I  will  move  to  lay 
upon  tbe  table. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  think  constructions  have 
been  put  upon  this  order  which  are  uot  correct,  and 
from  the  synopsis  on  the  programme  I  think  we  do 
not  understand  it.  [At  the  request  of  the  Alderman 
the  Chair  read  the  order.]    I  think  this  order  does 
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not  mean  or  say  that  men  shall  be  employed 
when  there  is  no  work  for  then.  I  think 
the  construction  which  has  been  forced  upon  it  does 
not  hold.  Neither  is  it  an  order  that  this  shall  be 
done.  II  requests  the  heads  of  departments  to  so 
i  i  ingi  their  affairs  as  to  give  the  laborers  steady 
work  ana  full  time.  The  Aldera.au  who  last  had  the 
floor  has  stated  that  in  his  district  there  have  been  no 
changes.  From  his  experience  in  that  district  it  ap- 
pears that  steady  work  can  be  had  in  the  paviug  de- 
partment—at  least  to  a  certain  extend  But  it  is  this 
constant  shifting.  It  is  notorious;  there  is  no  disputing 
that  tickets  are  given  out  and  men  are  provided  with 
places  upon  the  presentation  of  those  tickets.  Com- 
.i!-<-  indicates  that  there  must  be  a  vacancy 
before  you  put  a  man  on,  and  if  there  is  not  a  va- 
cancy it  is  natural  that  men  shall  he  discharged  to 
allow  the  Others  to  be  put  on.  It  is  an  ex 
treme  case,  perhaps,  that  Mr.  Rosnosky  sta'es.  It 
upon  the  condition  of  many  things,— 
waid  politics  and  a  thousand  things  that  politi- 
cians understand.  But  certainly  there  is  no  question 
atting  men  on  to  please i  Tom,  Dick  and  Har- 
ty.  Winn  men  are  put  on  to  oblige  certain  parties, 
vacancies  must  be  made.  It  certaiul>  cannot  be  for 
the  interest  of  the  City  of  Boston  that  a  shifting 
cla-s  of  men  are  employed  to  do  its  work.  Laborers 
as  well  as  mechanics  become  experienced  in  their 
branch  of  service;  they  become  experts;  one  man  is 
i  leal  better  than  another;  he  knows  how  to 
work.  Such  men  should  be  kept.  I  believe  this  or- 
der is  eminently  proper.  I  believe  it  i  one  that 
should  protect  the  Committee  on  Paving  and 
Superintendent  Of  Streets  from  this  eternal  cla- 
rouni  for  individuals.  I  think  they 
should  have  protection;  woen  the  gang  is  full  they 
should  be  let  alone.  We  should  pay  the  men 
the  full  pri-e  of  their  work.  No  one  expects  to  pay 
them  foi  work  not  clone:  but  they  are  on  the  ri/fl 
and  ready  to  do  the  work  when  called  upon.  I  hope 
the  order  will  be  passed. 

Alderman  Whitten— 1  suppose  it  is  well  known  to 
every  Aldermau  here  that  the  raviug  Department 
is  constantly  finishing  new  streets,  and  a  good 
inan\  men  have  to  be  put  on  temporarily  in 
order  to  push  it  through  quickly.  I  do  not 
suppose  the  Superintendent  can  tell  a  man 
when  he  is  going  to  get  through.  Frequently 
they  want  edge-stones  and  have  to  stop  work.  The 
■■■ere  agreed  to  be  delivered  at  a  certain  time 
and  do  not  come,  and  the  men  are  obliged  to  stop 
work.  It  is  impossible  to  tell  the  laborers  just  how 
long  the*  will  be  kept  employed.  I  know  many  of 
them  are  not  deserving,  and  many  are.  I  have  con- 
stant applications  for  letters  to  Mr.  Hani*  to  get  men 
on  to  the  department,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  get 
a  ticket  for  more  than  three  months  These  men  who 
come  to  me  are  perfect  strangers;  some  of  them 
bring  letters.  Politically  they  are  always  my  oppo- 
site, hut  thai  makes  no  difference  with  me;  1  never 
want  to  know  how  a  man  votes.  1  do  not  see  how 
anything  i-  to  be  gained  DJ  passing  such  an  order  as 
au-eil  we  do  pass  it  they  are  to  give  the 
men  steaoy  work  and  full  time.  You  can  give  a 
man  steady  work  and  full  time  for  one  oay  and  then 
rge  Lirn.  I  do  not  see  that  the  order  amounts 
to  anything  as  it  stands.  I  hope  the  amendment  will 
be  adopted. 

Alderman  Hersey  offered  the  following  as  a  sub- 
stitute: 

Ordered,  That  heads  of  departments  be  requested 
to  so  arrange  their  affairs  as  to  give  laborers  therein, 
-o  far  as  practicable,  steady  work  and  full  time, 
when  the  weather  and  se  .son  permit. 

The  Chair — The  question  is  upon  laving  upon  the 
table. 

Alderman  Woolley  —  I  hope  the  order  will  not  be 
laid  upon  the  table.  It  seems  to  me  it  i-  a  consistent 
order.  I  attree  with  t.ic  gentleman  wno  lu^t  spoke 
that  it  i-  really  an  impossibility  to  give  steady  work 
except  to  a  limited  number  of  num.  because  a  great 
deal  is  out-door  work  an  1  it  is  impossible  for  tliem 
to  work  during  the  wiut-r,  and  only  a  limited 
number  can  be  employed  in  the  sheds  break- 
me  or  repairing  materials  daring  rainy 
weather.  It  is  often  the  case  that  there  i-  a 
material;  the  gravel,  bdgestones  ami  paving 
material  do  not  arrive,  and  the  Superintendent  has 
■-nan.  it  is  proper  and  right  that  he 
should  do  so,  and  »e  all  do  so  in  our  business.  I  be- 
lieve it  is  good  policy,  so  tar  as  my  observation  goes, 
a  the  old  employees;  but  1  do 
make  objection  to  the  manner  in  which  the  tempo- 
rary men  ate  employed.  I  should  like  to  know 
why  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  should  favor 
one  member  of  the  government  over  another. 
If   he   ha-   a   certain    ni i  ■  i.e  em- 

ployed    why    not   give    A    as    many    tickets 


does  B,  without  solicitation?  I  cannot  sec  the 
difference,  unless  the  Superintendent  has  bis  fa- 
vorites, and  is  running  the  department  to  suit  his 
own  seltisb  ends.  It  looks  very  much  like  it:  still  I 
may  err  in  my  judgment  ant  be  wrong,  but  it  looks 
very  much  like  that  way  when  one  man  is  slighted 
and  another  man  is  not.  It  looks  to  me  like  a  consis- 
tent order.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  laid  upon  the  table, 
but  be  adopted. 

Aldermau  Heisey— I  think  it  is  due  to  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets  to  say  that,  so  far  as  my  obser- 
vation has  gone,  wh<  n  he  has  given  tickets  to  indi- 
viduals it  is  to  those  parties  who  come  from  the  sec- 
tion rf  the  city  where  the  work  is  to  be  done.  When 
work  is  to  be  done  in  South  Boston  he  sends  tickets 
to  South  Boston  members  of  he  government.  He 
wouldn't  naturally  send  a  ticket  to  a  man  in  East 
Boston  tor  woil<  to  be  done  in  a  distant  section.  I 
ti.ml;  such  has  been  the  custom  in  distributing 
tickets.  I  think  we  ought  not  to  pass  this  order 
when  t  «o  members  of  the  Paving  Committee  ;re  ab- 
sent. We  ought  to  lay  it  upon  the  tible  until  we 
have  a  lull  board. 

Alderman  Frosts — I  don't  know  but  the  order  as 
a  uended  ivy  the  Alderman  on  my  right  may  be  right 
enough,  nut  I  den't  believe  there  is  any  necessity  for 
either  of  the  orders  at  all.  But  the  debate  has  taken 
such  a  course  that  very  serious  charges  have  been 
made  by  two  Aldermen,  certainly, against  the  Super- 
intenoent  of  Streets,  which  I  think  should  be  inves- 
tigated, for  I  wish  to  know  the  facts  in  the  case. 
There  is  no  doubt  the  Committee  on  Paving  or 
Superintendent  of  Streets  have  reasonable  ex- 
cuses fo.  distributing  their  tickets,  probably  in 
the  way  the  Aldermau  on  my  right  has  stated.  I 
know  tiiat  has  been  the  case  sometimes;  but  after  all 
that  has  been  said  to-day  I  think  the  matter  should 
be  investigated  and  reported  upon.  I  think  the  mat- 
ter ought  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  but  I 
have  no  objection  to  a  special  committee.  Certainly 
I  do  not  think  the  matter  should  oe  finished  up  or 
dropped  by  parsing  either  of  these  orders.  I  think 
we  should  hear  lrorn  t^e  comuiittee. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  cannot  let  this  ubject  drop 
without  saying  a  few  worths  after  hearing  from  the 
gentleman  from  East  Boston,  who  belougs  to  the 
Committee  on  Paving.  He  says  he  knows  these 
things  have  been  done  by  Mr.  Harris.  Now  he 
kuows  what  I  do  not  know.  I  do  not  know  that  Mr. 
Harris  ever  favored  a  man.  I  know  when  I  have 
asked  him  about  iho^e  men,  I  have  said  to  him, 
Don't  you  put.  on  a  man  for  me  unless  you  know  him 
to  be  a  good  man.  Now,  if  the  Alderman  from  East 
Boston  belonging  to  that  committee,  w  11  get  up  here 
arid  make  such  assertions  about  his  committee,  is 
this  oard  going  to  pass  either  of  those  orders  in 
the  absence  of  two  of  the  members  of  that 
committee,  one  off  West,  and  the  other  laying 
flat  on  his  back  sicK,  and  danger. usly  sick; 
that  lie  knows  Mr.  Harris  is  favoring  this  thing 
and  that  thing,  and  it  never  ought  to  have 
bien  done.  Has  he  stated  tnose  fact?  to  that  com- 
mittee? If  he  has  stated  those  facts  to  that  commit- 
tee, and  they  have  sustained  Mr.  Harris,  let  him  say- 
so,  and  not  come  iu  here  behind  those  gentlemen's 
backs,  and  read  them  down  to  the  floor  in  their  ab- 
sence. Let  us  have  fair  play.  If  that  gentleman  had 
been  assailed  on  this  floor  wlrild  he  ivas  absent,  I 
would  light  to  the  last  for  him.  I  wouldn't  see  auv 
member  read  down  when  he  is  absent.  I  say  let 
those  gentlemen  come  in  here  ami  defend  their  own 
case,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  then  we  can  hear  both  sides, 
and  as  the  gentleman  here  on  my  right  has  said,  if 
Mr.  Harris  is  running  that  thing  as  the  gentleman  on 
my  left  says,  it  is  high  time  Mr.  Harris  should  be  re- 
moved, ami  I  would  be  the  first  to  vote  to  remove 
him  if  he  is  running  that  institution  on  that  ground. 
I  don't  believe  Mr.  Harris  is  running  that  depart- 
ment for  his  oyyn  interest.  I  have  had  a  good  ileal  to 
do  with  Mr.  Harris,  and  have  yet  to  see  the  first  thing 
out  of  the  way.  I  have  this  to  say  for  Mi.  Karris, 
that  not  one  cent  or  percentage  would  he  accept  of, 
as  in  all  the  dealings  I  have  had  with  that  depart- 
ment for  the  last  25  .years— not  one  cent  or  a  bribe; 
he  is  independent  or  above  it. 

Al  ernian  O'Brien— I  would  ask  the  Alderman 
how  he  knows  that.    Did  he  offer  him  a  bribe? 

a  Iderman  Curtis— I  >ay,  so  far  as  I  know.  I  don't 
tall-  about  anybody  else.  The  gentleman  verj  well 
knows  that  there  have  been  letters  <en(  to  that  office 
Offering  commission:-.  Some  lew  year-  ogo,  wben 
Mr.  Harris  was  hauled  up,  he  showed  letter- where 
there  had  been  commissions  offered.  Now  whi 
come  to  attack  Mr.  Hani-,  I  say  don't  attack  inn, 
here.  Attack  hiin  before  an  investigating  comuiit- 
tee, and  give  aim  a  fair  chance  Ami  1  sav,  give  the 
Aldermen  who  are  absent  to-day  a  fair  chance. 

Alderman   vfoolley— 1   deny  emphatically  that  l 
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made  any  such  assertions  as  toe  gentleman  attributed 
to  me.  t  think  I  expressed  my  regrets  that  the  other 
members  of  the  committee  were  absent.  I  would 
nut  take  any  action  to-day,  while  the  other  members 
of  the  committee  are  absent.  I  huve  just  as  much 
respect  for  those  gentlemen  as  the  gentleman  has 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  I  am  not  a  disappointed 
aspirant  for  office.  I  have  received  my  full  meas- 
ure, and  perhaps  more.  When  any  gentleman  ac- 
cuses me  of  trying  to  force  a  measure  through  this 
board  in  the  absence  of  my  colleagues,  he  states 
what  is  false.  I  so  said,  ami  I  repeat  it.  Neither  do 
I  intend  to  vote  for  any  measure  to  cast  reflection  in 
any  way  upon  my  associates  upon  the  committee,  and 
I  want  ft  distinctly  so  understood. 

Alderman  Caldwell— The  discussion  on  this  sub- 
ject has  taken  a  wide  range,  and  1  mu>t  acknowledge 
that  I  have  obtained  a  good  deal  of  information. 
There  seems  to  be  some  mystery  about  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Departmcrt  of  Streets,  and  it  seems  to 
me  in  lieu  of  taking  any  action  on  this  to-day,  we 
had  better  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Paving.  I 
move  that  both  these  orders  be  referred  to  tne  Com- 
mittee on  Paving. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  hope  nothing  of  the  kind 
will  be  done.  I  am  sorry  to  :ee  so  much  wrangling 
brought  out  in  the  debate.  It  is  entirely  unneces- 
sary. There  is  no  reflection,  as  I  take  it,  upon  the 
Committee  on  Paving,  so  that  we  need  have  no 
sensitive  feelings  about  the  absence  of  the  two  mem- 
bers. As  I  interpret  this  order,  it  is  a  request  ad- 
dressed to  the  heads  of  departments,  and  not  to  com- 
miltees.  It  is  simply  suggestive  as  to  the  propriety 
of  holding  their  men  as  permanently  as  possible,  and 
I  think  we  must  look  upon  this  as  not  originating  iu 
this  chamber.  It  comes  to  us  from  the  other  branch 
of  the  City  Government  officially.  It  is  simply  our 
duty  either  to  concur  or  non-concur.  I  do  not  like 
this  laying  upon  the  table,  which  we  have  been 
bitterly  questioned  for  doing  so  often,  by  the  other 
branch.  The  absence  of  the  other  gentlemen  does  not 
affect  it  at  all;  they  are  certainly  fully  represented 
here  by  the  other  members.  As  to  these  charges 
and  allegations  about  the  Superintendent  of  Streets, 
and  the  talk  about  investigation— it  is  all  nonsense. 
1  have  no  fault  to  find  with  Mr.  Harris.  I  think  he 
is  not  to  blame,  but  it  is  the  fault  of  the  system. 
This  is  an  outgrowth  of  this  and  similar  practices. 
The  present.  City  Government  is  not  responsible  for 
this  state  of  things.  It  has  beet  so  for  years.  There 
is  always  a  clamor  for  positions  in  all  public  places, 
from  the  laboring  man  up  to  the  highest  office  in  the 
gift  of  the  people.  They  will  seek  advancement  and 
use  their  efforts  to  obtain  it.  The  same  attempts  are 
made  to  get  laboring  men  places  as  are  made  for 
those  higher  up.  The  Superintendent  of  Streets  is 
just  like  any  other  official  who  is  constantly 
brought  in  contact  with  member!  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment. He  must  recognizetneirclaims;they  represent 
certain  districts,  are  supposed  to  represent  certain 
people,  and  through  them  be  must  act  in  distribut- 
ing what  patronage  there  is.  It  is  the  outgrowth  of 
an  evil  system,  and  this  order  to  a  certain  extent  is 
to  assist  in  breaking  up  that  system.  The  head  of  a 
department  will  be  able  to  fall  back  upon  it  and 
say  to  these  clamorers  for  places,  Gentlemen,  I  am 
full,  I  have  no  more  places  to  give.  It  has  been 
stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Bast  Boston  that  when 
work  is  delayed  upon  the  streets,  by  the  absence  of 
material,  it  is  necessary  that  certain  men  shall  be 
discharged.  Very  well;  "let  them  be  discharged.  It 
is  when  there  is  another  opening  that  the  trouble 
comes.  Shall  those  same  men  come  back,  or  must 
another  set  come  in?  Should  those  men  who  are  fa- 
miliar with  the  work  be  employed,  or  should  new 
men  come  in?  It  is  the  spirit  of  this  order  that  the 
same  men  should  be  kept  as  far  as  possi- 
ble. The  substitute  covers  the  same  thing.  I 
would  not  turn  ray  hand  for  the  difference 
between  them.  I  prefer  the  original  order  because  it 
comes  from  the  other  chamber.  1  do  not  like  chang- 
ing orders  for  captious  purposes,  I  do  not  like  to 
change,  without  reason,  what  comes  to  us  from  the 
other  branch.  I  should  rather  vote  for  the  order  in 
concurrence. 

The  motion  to  lay  upon  tne  table  was  lost,  2  for,  6 
against. 

Aldeiman  Caldwell— I  thought  it  would  be  best  to 
refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  as  they  have 
been  called  in  question,  and  perhaps  there  is  some- 
thing they  would  like  to  say  on  the  subject.  To 
refer  it  would  give  them  a  chance  to  reply  to  any 
remarks  which  have  been  made,  as  that  department 
has  been  rather  severely  handled  this  afternoon. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  have  no  objection  to  the 
substitute  except  that  raised  by  the  Aldermau  oppo- 
site, who  says  it  is  merely  substituting  one  order  for 
another  of  almost  the  same  purport.    There  is  not 


much  difference  between  them.  If  we  pass  the 
other  order  we  concur  with  the  Council,  and  settle 
it,  and  It  will  not  come  to  us  again  for  another  noisy 
debate. 

Alderman  Hersey— There  is  this  difference:  SLe 
substitute  does  not  arbitrarily  compei  'he  Superin- 
tendent to  employ  men  upon  full  time  at  steady 
work.  It  leaves  it  somewhat  to  his  discretion  as  to 
when  he  can  discharge  them.  By  the  first  order  he 
can  keep  his  men  through  rainyas  well  as  clear  days, 
and  pay  them.  In  the  sutstitute,  I  make  the  weath- 
er and"  season  the  condition.  I  think  if  the  Super- 
intendent lives  up  to  the  spirit  of  the  substitute,  it 
will  do  all  that  is  desired  by  the  members  who  have 
spoken  in  this  branch;  it  will  stop  the  abuse,  if 
auy  exists,  of  hiring  men  to  please  members  of  the 
City  Couucil,  and  will  tend  to  make  the  places  of  la- 
borers more  secure. 

Alderman  Haldeman— The  gentleman  seems  to  in- 
sist that  the  original  order  requires  that  the  men  must 
be  employed  whether  there  is  work  to  do  or  not.  I 
simply  rise  to  insist  that  this  order  is  merely  a  re- 

?uest  to  the  beads  of  departments  to  do  so  and  so. 
t  is  i  ot  an  imperative  order;  it  is  simply  a  request. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  would  call  the  attention  of 
the  Alderman  who  has  last  spoken  io  the  practice  or 
rule  that  a  request  has  the  same  effect  as  a  direc- 
tion. It  is  simply  a  little  more  polite  way  of  putting 
it. 

The  substitute  was  adopted. 

Alderman  Caldwell  withdrew  the  motion  to  refer, 
and  the  substitute  ordei  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

THE  COLLECTOR'S  DEPARTMENT—  A  PERSONAL 
EXPLANATION. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Mr.  Chairman,  I  dislike  to 
make  personal  explanations.  I  have  made  that  re- 
mark once  before,  and  am  forced  to  do  so  again. 
The  Collector  called  upo j  me  just  previous  to  the 
openiug  of  our  last  session,  and  said  that  I  did  him 
great  injustice  iu  a  remark  tnat  I  made  at  the  pre- 
vious meeting — that  it  would  save  me  a  great  deal  of 
annoyance,  and  save  the  Democratic  members  of 
the  board  a  great  deal  of  annoyance,  if  he  would 
place  over  his  door,  "None  bat  Republicans  Em- 
ployed Here."  I  told  him  that  if  I  had  done  him 
any  injustice  I  would  certainly  look  into  it  during 
the  week,  and  do  him  all  the  justice  I  possibly  could 
under  the  circumstrnces.  At  the  same  time  he  gave 
me  this  communication: 

"At  the  organization  of  the  Collector's  Depart- 
ment, all  of  Mr.  Tracy's  appointees,  who  were  com- 
petent to  discharge  the  duties  of  their  respec- 
tive positions,  were  reappointed.  No  officer  has 
ever  been  discharged  from  this  department,  ex- 
cept for  unfitness  clearly  proven.  For  four  %  ears 
past  (and  with  one  exception  since  the  department 
was  organized,  the  excepted  case  being  that  of  Mr. 
MacCorryi  appointments  of  Deputy  Collectors 
have  been  by  promotion  of  the  most  capable. 
No  question  is  ever  made  of  the  politics  of  an  incum- 
bent or  appointee,  and  the  Collector  is  ignorant,  in 
the  majority  of  cases,  of  the  political  preferences  of 
those  in  his'  department.  The  only  quest-ion  in  mak- 
ing an  appointment  is  as  to  the  character  and  quali 
fica'.ion  of  the  officer,  and  faithful  service  in  less  re- 
sponsible positions  is  regarded  as  the  highest  test. 
Within  the  past  month  an  appointment  to  the  office 
of  Deputy  Collector  has  been  made  of  one  who  has 
always  been  a  Democrat.  He  has  been  long  in  the 
city  employ,  and  was  deemed  by  the  Collector  the 
fittest  niau  for  the  place." 

The  Collector  savs  in[his  statement  that  he  is  not 
aware  of  the  politics  of  any  appointees  iu  his  de- 
partment, bit  he  winds  up  with  the  fact  that  one  of 
the  last  appointments  he  has  made  is  a  Democrat. 
That  is  rather  in  conflict  with  his  other  statement. 
Taken  as  a  whole  I  endorse  this  statement  as  a  good 
civil-service  docuruerrt.  but  I  will  qualify  it  with  the 
assertion  that  during  the  six  years  I  have  been  iu 
City  Hall  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  civil 
service  was  a  sham,  that  it  was  all  preaching  like 
the  document  of  the  Collector  and  no  prac. 
tice.  I  know  the  whole  history  of  this  depart- 
ment. I  was  in  the  City  Government  when 
this  department  was  organized,  and  1  can 
trace  it  from  the  first  year  of  its  existence  to  the 
prfsent  time.  You  may  remember,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  you  and  I  stood  up  in  this  hall  ami  opposed  the 
election  of  Gen.  Sherwin  to  that  department.  Why 
did  we  oopose  it?  Because  in  the  first  place 
he  was  not  a  resident  of  Boston;  in  the 
second  place  we  had  looked  into  this  matter  and 
found  a  man  in  that  department  pre-eminently 
qualified  to  fill  the  position.  I  repeat  again,  that 
we  found  a  man  in  that  department  pre-eminently 
qualified  to  fill  the  position,  ami  it  was  admitted  by 
every  man  in  City   Hall.     We   voted  for   that  man, 
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but  ten  Aldermen  voted  to  take  Mr.  Sherwin  from 
the  Custom  House,  who  knew  nothing  about  the 
Collector's  Department,  and  place  him  over  the  head 
of  a  man  who  nau  served  faithfully  in  that  depart- 
ment for  year?  and  years,  and  who  had  pre-emrnent 
qualifications  for  the  office.  Now,  isn't  it  all  non- 
sense for  a  man  who  came  to  City  Hall  under  those 
circumstances  to  preach  civil  service.  The  second 
year  we  found  Mr.  Sherwin  a  very  capable  offi- 
cer. He  had  in  his  office  to  lean  upon  this 
man  wdr  was  well  acquainted  with  all  its  details. 
The  affairs  of  the  office  were  conducted  reg- 
ularly, and  1  admit  with  more  or  less  abil- 
ity. *  He  received  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
board  the  second  year,  and  has  received  a  unanimous 
vote  ever  since,  even  when  the  board  wa;  largely 
Democratic,  in  1877.  I  might  go  on  and  say,  however, 
that  when  I  arose  in  this  hoard  to  oppose  tue election 
of  General  Sberwin,  I  had  another  object  in  view.  I 
knew  we  could  do  nothing  here.  Ve  were  talking 
to  the  Council  upstairs,  a  more  independent  body  of 
men,  and,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  had  General  Sherwin 
defeated  ill  the  other  branch,  and  he  never  would 
have  been  in  that  position  if  it  had  not  been  for 
thr;e  very  prominent  and  misguided  Democrats,  who 
met  in  a  room  at  Parker's,  and  for  selfish  purposes 
changed  enough  votes  to  elect  General  Sherwin.  I 
I  know  that  to  be  a  fact.  He  speaks  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  My.  MacCorry.  Mr.  MacCorry  is  the  only 
Democrat  that  he  has  appointed.  In  1877  sev- 
eral friends  of  Mr.  MacCorry  came  to  me  and 
asked  me  to  recommend  him  as  a  suitaole  person 
to  fill  the  office  of  Deputr  Collector  in  Sherwin's 
Department.  Knowing  him  for  years  to  be  a  very 
competent  man  I  had  no  hesitation  in  going  to  Gen- 
eral Sherwin  in  company  with  Alderman  Fitzgerald, 
who  was  then  in  the  board,  and  recommend  him 
as  a  suitable  person  to  fill  a  podtion  m  that  depart- 
ment. Mr.  MacCorry  was  appointe  d.  Alderman 
Fitzgerald  aim  myself" were  deluded  with  the  idea 
that  we  had  placed  a  very  worthy  and  competent 
gentleman  in  that  department,  but  the  delusion  soon 
vanished.  The  leader  of  the  party  who  met  over  at 
Talker's— misguided  Democrats,  well  known  Dem- 
ocrats, who  elected  General  Sherwin — went  to  him 
and  asked  for  the  appointment  of  Mr.  MacCorry. 
He  could  not  \exy  well  refuse  to  appoint  him  when 
asked  by  the  man  who  insured  his  election,  even  if 
Mr. MacCorry  was  a  Democrat.  Now  in  the  Collector's 
office  there  are  the  following  Deputy  Collectors  who 
were  there  when  Mr.  Sherwin  was  elected:  Hebard, 
Republican;  Mcintosh,  Rep.;  Wyman,  Kep.;  Spin- 
ney, Ind.  Dem  ;  Sullivan,  Rep.;  and  Derby,  Dem. 
These  men  are  now  in  the  office  and  weretheie  when 
General  Sherwin  was  placed  tit  ihe  head  of  that  ce- 
partnient.  The  new  deputies  appointed  by  Mr. 
Sherwin  are,  Prie.-t,  Conant,  Prentiss,  Hovey,  Bad- 
lani.  Underwood,  Wiswall,  all  Republicans;  Palmer, 
Ind  Dem.,  and  MacCorry,  Dem.  He  could  not  very 
well  refuse  to  appoint  Mr.  MacCorry,  when  tne  ap- 
plication came  to  him  from  that  source,  and  Mr. 
Palmer  is  a  re  ■em  appointment.  The  clerks  in  the 
office  when  Mr.  Sherwin  was  elected,  were  Mr. 
Richer,  Dem.;  he  was  the  gentleman  to  whom  I  al- 
luded as  pre-eminently  qualified  to  till  that  posi- 
tion, and  the  only  reason  why  he  was  not  nom- 
inated for  it  was  the  fact  that  he  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat, and  was  betrayed  by  three  or  four  mis- 
guided  Democrats, — Stoddard,  Rep.,  and  Tuck- 
er, Rep.  Those  three  gentlemen  are  now  in  that 
deparmeut,  and  were  there  when  Gen.  Sherwin 
was  elected.  The  clerks  appointed  by  Mr.  Sherwin 
since  his  ;lect:on  are  Underwood,  Rep.,  Hutchins, 
Kep.,  Blasland,  Rep.  and  Willis,  Rep.  Now  to  sub- 
stantiate the  as-ertion  I  made  that  it  would  save 
me  a  great  deal  of  annoyance  if  General  Sher- 
win wo :ld  place  over  the  door  of  his  depart- 
ment "None  but  Republicans  Employe')  Here,"  I 
give  this  statement  of  the  appointments  and  stand- 
ing and  character  of  that  department  at  the  present 
time.  Gen.  Sherwin  came  here  from  the  Custom 
House.  I  find  that  the  Custom  House  is  a  great 
training  -chool  for  off  cers  in  that  department.  I 
find  that  Underwood  and  Blasland,  clerks  appoint- 
ed by  Gen.  Sherwin,  came  Ironi  the  Custom 
House;  that  Prentiss  and  Hovey,  Deputy  Collec- 
tors, also  came  from  the  Custom  House.  Of 
the  eighteen  Deputy  Collectors  in  that  depart- 
went,  12  are  Republicans,  4  Democrats  and  2  Inde- 
pendent Democrats;  of  the  7  clerks,  0  are  Republi- 
can- and  1  is  a  Democrat.  I  think.  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
might  rest  this  matter  here.  They  sometimes  talk 
about  partisanship  among  Democrats;  but  I  sav  the 
head  of  a  department  who  knows  but  Republicans 
for  office,  and  who  is  elected  year  after  year  by  a 
unanimous  anil  united  vote  of  both  Repub- 
licans and  Democrats,  no  matter  what  his  other 
qualifications  are,  is  not  fit  for  that  position,  if  lie 


proscribes  one-half  of  the  citizens  of  Boston  who 
are  equally  competent  to  fill  po.-itions  there.  I  be- 
lieve that  instead  of  electing  these  men  unanimously 
every  year  a  little  wholesome  opposition  would  do 
them  good  and  put  a  more  liberal  ideas  into  them; 
tbey  would  not  be  so  narro.v-min  led  and  one-sided. 

Alderman  Frost— As  long  as  there  is  no  question 
hefore  the  board,  I  move  that  the  explanation  be  ac- 
cepted. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  hope  tne  remarks  of  the 
Alderman  will  go  upon  record.  He  says  so  very 
little  before  this  board  that  I  hope  that  speech  will 
go  upon  record  and  be  handed  down  to  posterity. 

Alderman  Frost — If  it  is  to  go  on  record  I  shall 
not  go  to  the  clerk  to  correct  it.  I  hope  it  will  go  as 
I  have  said  it. 

Alderinau  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

COXSTABLES'    BONDS. 

The  bonds  of  R.  Andrews  and  others,  constables, 
being  presented,  duly  certified,  were  approved  by 
the  board. 

LYING-IN  HOSPITAL. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Board  of  Herlth 
approving  the  petition  of  Mary  Dudley  for  license 
to  keep  a  lying-in  hospital  at  1   Northampton  place. 

Alderman  Viles  stated  that  there  was  considerable 
objection  to  the  granting  of  this  petition,  and  on  his 
motion  it  w*s  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health 
on  the  part  of  the  board. 

LOCATION     ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Cam- 
bridge Railroad  Company,  accepting  its  11th  and 
12th  locations,  granted  by  this  board  Oct.  3d,  1881. 
Placed  on  file. 

PERMITS  FOB    STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  reoorts  from  the 
Committee  on  Healtn,  on  the  part  of  the  board,  as 
follows; 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions, to  occupy  stables  as  follows: 

J.  I.  Bowditch,  Pond  street,  near  Avon  street, 
Ward  23. 

James  W.  Kenna,  Terrace  street,  near  Cedar 
street,  Ward  ti. 

Jacob  Fottler,  Walnut  street,  corner  of  Glen 
Road,  Ward  23. 

Geo.  N.  Dana,  316  Beacon  street. 

H.  L,  Daggett,  Newbury  street,  near  Hereford 
street,  Ward  11. 

Annie  W.  Brewster,  80  Walnut  avenue.  Ward  21, 
provided  said  stable  is  located  in  such  part  of  the 
lot  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Health. 

Severally  accepted. 

FIELD     DRIVER  AND    POUND    KEEPER  APPOINTED. 

Alderman  Whitten  offered  an  order— That  Thomas 
White  be  and  he  hereby  is  appoin  ed  a  Field  Driver 
and  Po'md  Keeper  tor  duty  in  the  Brighton  Dis- 
trict.   Passed.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  reports  as  follows 
from  the  Committee  on  Licenses: 

Minors'  applications  granted— 1  bootblack,  6  news- 
boys.   Severally  accepted. 

PUBLIC   LANDS. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

Report  on  petition  of  Emma  F.  Hall,  guardian, 
with  an  order — That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  execute,  on  behalf  of  the 
city  an  instrumeut,  satisfactory  to  the  City  Solici- 
tor, whereby  the  city  shall  declare,  so  far  as 
it  may  lawfully  do  so  without  affecting  the 
legal  or  equitable  rights  of  third  parties  hold- 
ing title  under  them,  that  the  conditions  set  forth 
in  deed  from  the  City  of  Boston  to  Alonzo  Dexter, 
dated  October  24,  1870,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds,  Lib.  1022,  leaf  129,  shall  be  regarded  and 
considered  by  the  ci!y  as  restrictions  merely,  and 
thar  it  will  not  claim  any  forfeiture  of  the  laud  de- 
scribed in  said  deed  by  reason  of  any  breach  of  the 
said  conditions.    Order  passed. 

IMPROVED  SEWERAGE. 

Alderman  Curtis  offered  the  following: 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Improve'!  Sewer- 
age be  directed  to  report  as  early  as  possible  what 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  construction  of  the 
works  at  Moon  Island  under  the  contract  with 
William  C.  Poland  &  Son,  and  also  whether  said  con- 
tractors have  surrendered  their  contract. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  0:1  Improved  Sewer- 
age be  directed  to  report  as  early  as  possible  what 
part  of  the  work  under  their  charge  is  being  con- 
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structed  by  (lay  labor  in  different  sections  of  the  city 
under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  H.  A.  Carson. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sew- 
erage be  directed  to  report  at  an  early  day  what  pro- 
gress has  been  made  in  the  construction  of  the  Dor- 
chester Bay  tunnel,  and  whether  the  contractor  for 
building'  said  tunnel  surrendered  his  original  con- 
tract and  was  given  a  new  contract  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  work,  without  bonds  being  required  for 
the  performance  of  the  same. 

Severally  passed.    Stnt  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving : 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  to  move  wooden 
buildings,  by  Timothy  Ahem,  from  Williams  street, 
Ward  23,  to  Greenwood  avenue.  Ward  23,  and  Thos. 
Cowen  from  Parsons  street,  Ward  25.  to  Church 
street,  Ward  25.   Severally  acceptea. 

Orders  to  repair  the  bulkhead,  tence  and  'idewalk 
on  the  easterly  side  of  Atlantic  avenue,  between  T 
wharf  and  Eastern-avenue  packet  pier,  estimated 
expense  $1 000.    Passed. 

Report  and  order  granting  permission  to  Massa- 
chusetts Charitable  Mechanic  Associatior  to  erect 
four  additional  poles  for  electric  lights  on  West 
Newton  street,  between  the  Ptovidence  Railroad 
bridge  and  Huntington  avenue,  said  poles  to  be  re- 
moved whenever  the  Board  of  Aldermen  so  direct. 
Order  passed. 

BRIDGES  CLOSED. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Bridges: 

Ordered,  That  Mount  Washington  avenue  bridge 
be  closed  to  public  travel  on  Wednesday,  the  12th 
instant,  and  remain  closed  until  the  repairs  on  said 
bridge  are  completed.    Passed, 

Ordered,  That  Charles  River  bridge  be  closed  to 
Dublic  travel  on  Sunday  next,  Oct.  16.    Passed. 

THE  BEACON   HILL  RESERVOIR. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order — That  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  erect  posts  in  the  streets  sur- 
rounding the  Beacon  Hill  reservoir,  for  the  purpose 
of  attaching  guys  for  the  derricks  in  use  during  the 
removal  of  said  building.    Passed. 

PETITION  FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  the  uockwood  Man- 
ufacturing Co.,  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam 
engine  at  73-79  Sumner  street,  East  Boston,  and  an 
order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a  hearing  thereon  on 
Monday,  Oct.  31st,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 
SOUTH  BOSTON  FLATS. 

Alderman  Hersey  offered  an  order— That  the  Board 
of  Health  be  requested  to  exercise  a  supervision 
over  the  filling  of  the  South  Boston  flats  near  First 
street,  to  the  end  that  the  upheaval  of  the  mud,  oc- 
casioned by  said  filling,  and  its  consequent  exposure 
to  the  air  and  sun,  may  not  be  detrimental  to  the 
health  and  comfort  of  the  residents  in  that  neighbor- 
hood.   Passed.    Sent  down. 

SEWERS. 

Alderrnan  Viles  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Commiftee  on  Sewers: 

Report  and  order  for  hearing  on  Monday  next  at  4 
o'clock  P.  M.,  on  expediency  of  constructing  a  com- 
mon sewer  in  Gold  street,  between  C  and  D  streets. 
Order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  §21. 76  be  abated  f  torn  the  assess- 
ment ieviert  upon  Henry  Field  for  a  st-wer  in  Park 
street,  on  account  of  overestimate  of  land  benefUed. 
That  §54.90  be  abated  from  the  assessments  levied 
upon  Edward  McCubbin  for  a  sewer  in  Chestnut 
street,  on  account  of  inability  to  pay.    Passed. 

ELKCTRIC   LIGHTS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police  on  the  part  of  the  board  that  leave 
be  granted  to  use  electric  lights  as  follows: 

Osgood  &  Oyer,  29  and  30  Dock  square. 

Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co..  10  lights,  on  Washington 
street 

Severally  accepted. 

CONSTABLE  CONFIRMED. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  retort  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police  on  the  part  of  the  board,  recom- 
mending the  confirmation  of  the  appointment  of 
Simon  Simmons  as  Constable.  Accepted,  and  said 
appointment  was  confirmed  by  the  board. 

PUBLIC  GROUNDS. 
Uderman  Haldeman  submitted  the  following  from 
the     Joint     Committee     on    Common    and    Public 
Grounds: 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  te  authorized  to  hire  the  green- 
houses of  William  Doogue  for  the  storage  and  propa- 
gation of  the  city's  plants  during  the  coming  winter; 
the  expense  not  exceeding  one  thousand  lollars,  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  Common  and 
Public  Grounds.     Passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  recommending  reference  to  the  Board  of 
Police  Commissioners  of  the  communicaticn  of  Wm. 
Doogue,  Superintendent  of  Common,  etc.,  giving 
notice  of  the  injuries  recently  done  to  certain  plauts 
in  the  Pubic  Garden.  Accepted,  and  referred  ac- 
cordingly.   Sent  down. 

TREE  REMOVED. 
Alderman  Haldeman  submitted  a  report  frrm  the 
Committee  on  Common,  on  the  part  of  the  board, 
that  Asa  C.  Partridge  have  leave  to  remove  a  de- 
cayed and  dangerous  tree  nearly  opposite  the  estate 
of  Asa  C.  Partridge,  2828  Washington  street,  said  tree 
to  Le  removed  at  the  expense  of  the  city.    Accepted. 

THE  CORLISS  ENGINE  CONTROVERSY. 

Alderman  Haldeman  offered  an  order — That  the 
Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  be  directed  to  re- 
port at  the  ne.xt  meeting  ot  this  board  upon  the  Cor- 
liss engine  controversy,  in  accord  nee  with  an  order 
passed  the  16th  of  May  last. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  move  to  limit  that  to  two 
weeks  from  to-day  on  account  of  the  absence  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage. 

Aldeiman  Haldeman — I  did  not  expect  to  make 
any  remarks  upon  this  older,  as  they  are  really  un- 
necessary. I  do  not  accept  the  absence  of  the  chair- 
man ot  the  committee  as  any  reason  for  laying  this 
over  or  allowing  any  delay.  I  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  forbearance  in  this  inciter  is  no  longer  a 
virtue.  I  think  it  is  a  good  cause  for  grievance  not 
only  on  my  part  personally,  but  on  the  part  of  this 
Board  of  Aldermen.  I  will  require,  perhaps,  a 
few  minutes  for  a  resume  of  this  situation.  By  a 
series  of  perhaps  unfortunate  combinations  1  was 
brought  into  this  Board  of  Aldermen.  When  I  ac- 
cepted the  honors  of  the  position  I  at  the  same  time 
assumed  the  responsibilities.  I  came  here  unsophis- 
ticated and  a  stranger.  I  looked  at  many  questions 
differently,  perhaps,  from  those  more  closely  allied 
with  .he  municinal  affairs  of  Boston.  I  came  with 
considerable  expeiience  of  tiie  world  in  various 
branches  of  trade  in  other  cities.  One  of  the  pecu- 
liarities I  noticed  was  especially  in  connection  with 
the  improved  sewerage — its  magnitude,  t.ie  greatness 
of  the'  undertaking,  the  large  minds  that  laid  out 
this  scheme;  these  attracted  my  attention  more 
closely  perhaps,  because  I  live  at  the  South  End  and 
am  constantly  pestered  with  the  foul  odors  that  come 
from  the  vaults  in  that  neighborhood.  I  happened 
to  be  associated  with  one  of  the  contractors  who  was 
obliged  to  throw  up  bis  contract.  It  gave  me  some 
insight  into  what  was  going  on.  I  often  thought  it 
wonderful  that  while  the  City  of  Boston  was  experi- 
menting in  commissions,  it  should  fail  to  appoint  one 
for  such  an  enormous  undertaking  as  the  improved 
sewerage.  If  a  commission  of  experts  and  scientific 
men  was  to  be  appointed,  certainly  there  was  the 
place  tor  it.  Instead  of  that,  however,  they  appoint- 
ed a  special  committee,  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
and  the  head  of  that  department  was  not  sufficient; 
it  must  go  over  to  a  special  committee  of  the  City 
Council,  with  the  city  Engineer  in  charge.  It  is 
not  possible  or  reasonable  to  expect  that  any  City 
Council  would  furnish  a  class  of  men  competent 
and  able  to  take  charge  of  the  construction  of  this 
system  of  sewerage,  but  here  we  not  only  have 
that  kind  of  men,  but  we  find  that  we  have  enough 
for  two  such  bodies  of  men,  oneior  the  Committee 
on  Sewers  and  one  for  a  special  committee  to  cany- 
on the  improved  sewerage.  The  first  thing  we  hear  is 
this  scandal  in  connection  with  the  pumping  engines. 
I  felt  itchy  when  I  first  came  here  to  kuow -oiue- 
thmg  more  about  it.  "I  was  perhaps  shaky  of  my 
own  position  here.  Being  a  new  member  I"  did  not 
like  to  come  in  and  question  these  old  stagers  who 
had  been  here  for  so  many  ye  rs  and  looked  upon 
matters  of  this  kind  as  if  they  owned  them. 
I  approached  the  subject  delicately.  I  asked 
questions  in  a  quiet  way,  but  I  never  could  get 
any  satisfactory  answer.  The  thing  dragged  along 
until  the  eleventh  day  of  April,  six  months  ago,  I 
felt  sufficient  self-as.-urance — impertinence,  if  vou 
like — to  conic  before  tliis  board  and  offer  an  order. 
As  six  months  have  passed,  it  is  not  likely  thai  u_an  y 
members  will  recollect  what  that  order  is.  I  there- 
fore claim  the  piivilege  of  reading  it: 

'•Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sew- 
erage be  requested  to  submit  in  print  a  lull  and  ex- 
plicit account  of  all  the  circumstances  at  tending  the 
negotiations  for  pumping  engines,  particularly  with 
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reference  ;to  the  rt-j  ection  of  the  engine  built  by 
Mr.  George  H.  Corliss,  and  alleged  to  have  been 
built  under  an  implied  contract  with  said  com- 
mittee." 

That  order  was  laid  u-on  the  table  because  one  of 
the  Aldermen  thought  he  did  no",  quite  understand 
it  and  was  not  ready  to  vote  upon  it.  At  the  next 
meeting,  I  supposed,  in  the  innocence  of  my  heart 
md  uu8ophistieation,  that  the  Alderman  would  ask 
to  have  tne  order  taken  from  tlie  table.  I  thought 
as  a  matter  of  etiquette,  I  would  allow  that  gentle- 
man to  take  it  up  when  he  was  read\  for  debate. 
But  finding  that  lying  upon  the  table  was  next  to 
the  waste  basket,  I  picked  up  courage,  and  about  a 
month  after  offerii g  it,  on  the  9th  day  of  May,  I 
asked  to  have  the  order  taken  up  and  acted  upon.  I 
specially  pleaded  that  the  thing  be  set  agoing-  before 
hot  weather  came  on,  as  I  thought  we  would  "have an 
adjournment  for  vacation,  and  I  wanted  it  disposed 
of.  That  order  was,  however,  very  summarily  indef- 
initely postponed  at  the  instance  of  the  Cnairmau 
of  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage.  He 
did  not  propose  to  have  such  an  inquirj.  I  was 
thoroughly  sat  upon.  Afterwards  I  changed  my 
tack.  I  called  for  a  reconsideration,  and  on  May 
16th  brought  the  matter  up,  and  after  a  prolonged 
wrangle  this  board  passed  that  order  unanimously, 
calling  upon  the  committee  to  report,  and  it  was 
passed  unanimously  by  the  Common  Council.  That 
was  tl  e  Kith  of  May.  I  have  been  patient  and  paid 
no  attention  to  the  delay.  June  22d  an  order  came 
up  to  this  chamber  from  the  Common  Council  re- 
quiring all  joint  committees  to  report  progress 
within  two  weeks  upon  matters  in  their  hands-  That 
was  intended  o  cover  all  current  business  then  out, 
to  ge;  it  into  shape  before  the  coming  vacation.  That 
order  passed  this  board  in  concurrence  two  weeks 
from  June  22d,  and  it  covered  this  order  I  had 
olfered  and  which  was  passed  on  May  16th. 
Now,  IMr.  Chairman,  from  that  day  to  this 
no  attention  has  been  paid  to  either  order.  Five 
months  is  a  pretty  long  time  for  any  committee  to 
require  to  niakt  a  report  called  for  by  this  board, 
f  am  aware  that  captious  objections  may  be  made  to 
offering  this  order  from  the  fact  that  the  Chairman 
of  toe  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  is  absent. 
Hut  as  he  will  remain  absent  for  some  time,  aud  as  1 
take  it  he  lias  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  tliis  or  ler, 
I  hope  it  will  go  on.  I  claim  that  this  matter  is  not 
in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewer- 
age. I  have  perhaps  absolute  knowledge  that  the 
report  in  question  has  been  in  type  for  over  a  month. 
It  is  purely  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Engineer,  as  I 
understand  it,  who  has  charge  of  this  matter.  I  be- 
lieve, and  I  think  I  am  safe  in  making  the  assertion, 
that  no  member  of  the  Committee  on  Improved 
Sewerage  lias  seen  those  papers  at  all,  a'tnougn  they 
have beenin  type  forovera  month.  Now,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, in  spite  of  my  efforts  to  bring  this  matter  up 
for  some  action,by  dilatory  processes  we  have  comple- 
ted three-fourths  of  our  term.  I  have  perhap.- three 
months  longer  in  this  chamber.  From  the  action  of 
this  committee  it  appears  that  those  three  months 
shall  be  exhausted  before  this  report  will  cmie  in 
in  such  shape  that  any  good  can  come  out  of  it.  I 
purpose  to  follow  out  the  thread  I  have  taken  hold 
of.  I  liave  a  purpose  to  unravel  this  thing.  The 
more  obstructions  and  dilatory  processes  there  are, 
the  more  urgent  I  intend  to  become,  and  the  more 
thoroughly  I  am  impressed  with  crookednes-.  I 
have  never  yet  alleged  absolute  crookedness,  but  I 
am  getting  very  near  to  that  point,  and  tbis  deter- 
mination to  thwart  this  investigation  is  only  work 
ing  again.-t  the  gent.eiuen  who  are  trying  to  shield 
themselves.  When  the  proposition  to  visit  Provi- 
dence to  see  the  pumping  engine  was  brought  up 
in  the  other  chamber,  it  was  fought  vigorously 
and  viciously  by  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewei- 
age.  Inquiry  and  intelligent  action  by  the  members 
of  the  City  Government  is  not  wanted.  They  pur- 
pose to  cfam  down  our  throats  just  what  they 
choose  to  offer  us.  We  have  been  to  the  pump- 
ing station  on  Dorchester  Bay,  have  seen  the  ma- 
chinery now  being  erected,  and  it  was  a  very  fitting 
time  for  the  members  of  this  government  to  seethe 
machinery  offered  by  .Mr.  Corliss,  and  which  was 
thrown  overboard  by  this  committee.  It  is  a  very 
nice  question  whether  or  not  the  City  of  Boston  has 
acted  wisely.  I  do  not  purpose  to  sit  in  judgment  or 
offer  my  opinion  until  the  committee's  report  has 
come  in.  The  order  I  offer  asks  for  uotning  im- 
proper. I  am  satisfied  that  the  report  could  have 
been  in  three  months  a^o  just  as  well  as  two  weeks 
from  now.  I  do  not  propose  to  accept  any  apologies 
whatever.  It  is  a  tri  :k  or  a  sham;  there  is  no  pur- 
pose or  intention  to  oomplj  with  the  order  of  this  board 
If  it  is  possible  to  get  out  of  it.  That  report  is  due. 
It  i- an  insult  to    thin  body  to    refuse  or  neglect  to 


send  it  in.  I  hope  that  the  order  will  oe  passed 
unanimously,  as  tne  original  one  was. 

Alderman  Hersey— As  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Improved  Sewerage  this  year,  I  of  course 
don't  know  just  what  the  gentleman  alludes  tc  in  re- 
gard to  trickery  that  he  is  fast  coining  to  believe  has 
existed.  But  in  regard  to  this  order,  I  know  the 
Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  immediately — I 
think  at  the  next  meeting— directed  the  City  En- 
gineer to  prepare  such  a  report  as  the  order  called 
for.  It  is  a  laborious  task,  and  with  the  duties  that 
the  City  Engineer  has  now  to  perform,  taking  all  his 
time  during  the  day,  he  has  been  compelled  to  give 
his  nights  to  it.  The  report  is  incomplete  The 
gentleman  -ays  it  is  in  print.  I  understand  from  the 
City  Engineer  that  it  is  in  print  so  far  as  it  has  been 
compiled.  In  order  to  complete  a  great  deal  of  it, 
the  former  City  Engineer  must  be  communicated 
with.  A  great  deal  of  information  must  be  obtained 
from  him  as  to  the  reasons  why  certain  things  were 
done.  Now  when  that  order  for  the  committee  to 
report  was  introduced,  it  was  stated  that  the  report 
could  not  prejudice  the  city's  interest,  because  Mr. 
Corliss  had  abandoned  all  idea  of  any  claim  in  con- 
sequence of  the  failure  of  the  city  to  fultil  whit  he 
claimed  was  a  contract.  In  conversation  with  Mr. 
Corliss  myself,  on  the  day  of  our  v. sit  to  his  works, 
he  stated  to  me  that  he  had  not  abandoned  his  claim, 
and  at  the  proper  time  he  should  press  it.  It  is  a 
proper  question  for  us  to  consider  now  whether  the 
city  should  give  to  Mr.  Corliss  this  information  to  be 
used  against  the  city  in  a  possible  suit.  It  is  not 
usual  for  a  corporation  to  present  its  opponent  with 
all  the  facts  upon  which  it  relies  to  sustain  ils  course. 
It  is  a  question  whether  it  is  worth  our  while  to  lay 
open  the  whole  case  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  Mr. 
Corliss  to  use  it  against  the  city  in  a  suit  for  dam- 
ages which  he  is  to  bring.  With  the  immense  amount 
of  labor  it  will  require  to  go  over  all  the  correspond- 
ence and  conversations  that  have  taken  place  with 
Mr.  Corliss,  the  engineer  and  the  committee,  the 
report  has  been  unduly  delayed.  I  asked  the  City 
Engineer  to-day  what  progress  he  had  made,  aud  was 
told  that  he  had  given  all  the  spare  time  he  could  to 
it,  was  faithfully  trying  to  get  through  with  it,  but 
he  did  not  see  how  he  could  complete  it  without  ask- 
ing Mr.  Davis,  the  former  eugiueer,  to  come  here, 
or  visiting  him  to  get  information  which  Mr.  Wight- 
man  has  not.  I  think  it  is  _n\vise  for  us  to  press  the 
committee  to  report  within  two  weeks,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  last  year. 
I  believe  m>  other  member  of  this  board  was  on  the 
Committee  of  Improved  Sewerage  last  year.  I  think 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  ought  to  have  .in  op- 
portunity to  reply  before  a  report  is  called  for. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  can  only  repeat  what  the 
gentleman  has  said.  As  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  the  City  Engineer's  Department,  I  know  that  out- 
City  Engineer  has  a  great  deal  of  work  ou  hand  in 
several  departments.  He  has  said  to  me  repeatedly 
within  a  week  or  two  that  he  was  sitting;  up  until  the 
moruing  trying  to  get  the  information  desired  by  the 
order  ottered  by  the  Alderman.  I  know  he  is  doing- 
all  he  can.  The  order  was  acted  upon  immediately 
by  the  committee  aft°r  it  was  passed,  and  it  was  left 
to  the  chairman  and  engineer  to  prepare  and  present 
a  report.  I  think  it  is  due  to  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  who  is  absent — and  the  only  member  of 
this  board  who  was  on  the  couimi'tee  when  this  con- 
tract was  let — that  the  order  should  lay  over  until  he 
returns.  I  certainly  hope  the  gentleman  will  be 
wiliine  to  let  it  lay  over,  and  not  press  it  to-day. 

Alderman  Haldeuian — The  remarks  of  the  Alder- 
man on  my  right  may  give  a  false  impression  of  my 
position  in  this  case.  I  am  not  here  as  the  champion 
of  A. r.  Corliss,  as  has  been  alleged.  The  informa- 
tion I  am  seeking  is  not  for  Mr.  Corliss.  If  he  has 
any  claim  against  the  City  of  Boston  he  knows  how 
to  prosecute  it.  I  have  no  doubt  he  has  all  the  evi- 
dence in  his  hands  to  support  that  claim.  That  ques- 
tion is  not  before  this  board.  I  came  here  as  a  citi- 
zen of  Boston  and  as  the  representative  of  other  citi- 
zens who  are  large  taxpayers, who  want  to  know  why  it 
was  the  City  Engineer  should  have  manipulated  the 
Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  some  years  ago,  so 
as  to  reject  such  an  offer  as  George  H.  Corliss  made 
to  the  City  of  Boston,  and  to  take  up  another  system 
costing  perhaps  half  a  million  dollars  more  at  the  out- 
set, with  a  constantly  greatly  increasing  cost  every 
year.  When  such  an  act,  involving  half  a  million  dol- 
lars can  be  done,  I  say  we  want  to  know  how  and  why 
it  was  done.  It  appears  to  me  that  in  a  transaction  of 
that  kind  we  are  asking  very  little  when  we  request 
the  City  Engineer  to  explain,  and  we  certainly  have 
been  very  liberal  when  we  have  given  him  live 
mouths  in  which  to  make  that  report.  We  are  no  fur- 
ther ahead  than  we  were  live  months  ago.  Now  in 
reference  to  the  absence   of  the  chairman  of  the 
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committee.  He  will  want  more  time  to  give  it  con- 
sideration; lie  generally  does.  That  means  more  de- 
lay. We  all  know  that  that  committee  is  ably  and 
thoroughly  represented  by  the  Alderman  on  my 
right.  He  is  a  mechanic  aha  a  machinist;  knows  all 
about  it,  so  far  as  the  question  of  machinery  goes.  I 
do  not  believe  that  the  presence  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  is  wanted  at  all,  ex- 
cept perhaps  for  an  official  purpose  and  the 
benefit  of  his  name  in  presenting  the  report.  I 
think  the  detail  of  it  is  in  the  hands  of  the  City  En- 
gineer. I  do  not  propose  to  take  the  excuse  of  the 
City  Engineer  that  he  has  not  time.  He  has  suffi- 
cient assistance;  he  should  take  time.  I  offered  to 
give  them  any  assistance  I  could.  It  is  simply  proof- 
reading. I  have  a  little  spare  time  and  am  willing 
to  help  them.  I  base  fixed  one  week  because  I  think 
it  is  sufficient.  I  believe  that  those  papers  can  be 
prepared  for  the  press  in  forty-eight  hours.  But  I 
would  not  srand  on  a.  week,  if  there  is  any  as-urance 
that  in  two  weeks  we  will  be  any  farther  ahead  than 
we  are  now.  Of  course  it  is  for  this  board  10  say.  1 
accept  this  dilatory  process  and  inattention  to  the 
order  as  an  insult  to  our  board,  and  as  such  I  re- 
sent it. 

Alderman  Woolley—  I  deny  that  there  has  been, 
any  insult  to  this  board  by  the  committee.  The  gen- 
tleman loses  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  present  City 
Engineer  was  not  rhe  engineer  of  the  city  when  this 
contract  was  let,  and  therefore  he  is  not  responsible. 
I  think  that  is  something  the  gentleman  has  lost  sight 
of.  Of  course  if  Mr.  Davis,  the  past  engineer,  was 
the  engineer  to-day  he  could  facilitate  this  report 
greatly.  But  as  the  member  of  the  comujittee  oppo- 
site has  said,  it  is  necessary  for  the  engineer  to  i'on- 
Biilt  Mr.  Davis  and  get  at  facts  and  figures.  That  is 
one  reason  for  the  delay.  I  know  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  committee,  and  I  believe  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  engineer  to  give  this  report  to  the  board  at  as 
early  a  day  as  possible. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  wish  to  be  exonerated 
from  any  innuendoes  against  the  present  City  Engi- 
neer. Itake  the  ground  that  the  City  Engineer  of 
the  City  of  Boston  is  always  the  City  Engineer.  I  do 
not  refer  to  him,  hut  to  the  office.  In  the  same  way 
when  I  speak  of  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewer- 
age, I  donot  mean  the  gentlemen  at  present  on  that 
committee.  I  know  the  plans  were  adopted  under  a 
different  committee  and  engineer,  but  in  cities  or 
governments  the  system  is  always  the  same.  The 
government  goes  on  no  matter  who  the  individuals 
may  be.  I  used  the  words  City  Engineer  in  a  general 
sense.  The  present  City  Engineer  is  the  successor  of 
the  past  engineer,  not  only  individually,  but 
with  the  whole  system.  He  grew  up  with  the 
original  plans  and  knows  all  about  them. 
Perhaps  I  had  better  say  that  I  consider  to-day 
that  he  is  running  the  entire  system  of  improved 
sewerage,  and  that  is  why  I  think  we  should  have  of 
all  things  a  commission  or  board  of  public  works  for 
this  very  thing.  The  most  enormous  expenditure  we 
have  had  for  many  years,  is  now  in  the  hards  of  one 
man,  and  that  man  is  not  one  of  large  practical  expe- 
rience. With  all  due  respect  for  his  ability  in  bis 
profession,  yet  he  is  not  the  broad-minded  man  of 
experience  that  he  should  be  for  such  an  undertak- 
ing; and  the  committee  with  him  are  also  inefficient, 
from  their  education  and  practice  for  a  posi  ion  of 
that  kind.  It  is  about  time  that  a  change  should  come 
in  the  handliug  of  the  enormous  expenditures  in  a 
system  like  this.  It  is  too  great  for  any  one  man  to 
bear,  no  matter  how  great  that  man  may  be.  We 
certainly  want  a  board  of  experts,  practical  men, who 
shall  be  paid  largely  for  their  services,  and  con- 
tinued in  seivice  so  long  as  this  work  is  un- 
finished. I  believe  that  our  Superintendent  of 
Seweis  should  be  one  of  that  board.  I  have 
more  faith  in  him  than  in  any  other  engineer  con- 
nected with  the  sewer  department.  We  nave  plenty 
of  men  competent  for  such  work.  I  would  suggest 
such  a  man  as  ex-Alderman  Whidden,  a  practical 
bull,  er,  as  suitable  for  such  a  place.  The  third 
man  I  cannot  name,  but  there  are  many  of  them  to 
be  had.  It  is  not  possible  that  in  an  organization 
like  this  Board  of  Aldermen  or  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, you  can  find  men  adapted  for  work  of  that  kind. 
They  cannot  be  got  among  politicians  as  we  all  are. 
This'  is  a  question  we  should  look  at  seriously. 
When  we  take  up  a  question  of  tnis  kind  and  are  met 
with  dilatory  questions  and  suggestions  at  all  points, 
it  loolis  suspicious.  1  was  glad  to  see  one  member 
of  this  board,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Improved  Sewerage,  go  to  Providence  and  inspect 
those  engines.  It  was  in  striking  contrast  to  the  ob- 
jections made  by  the  gentlemen  on  the  com- 
mittee in  the  other  branch.  I  am  sorry  that 
the  City  Engineer  did  not  see  proper  to  go 
down    also     and     explain    to    us    the    defects    of 


that  engine  and  the  reason  it  is  not  equal  to  those 
now  building  for  the  City  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  agree  with  the  Alderman  on 
my  right  in  relation  to  the  great  work  which  has 
gone  on  for  years,  and  which  I  am  afraid  will  not 
end  for  many  years  to  come.  There  is  no  City  (jov- 
ernm"nt  that  ever  comes  into  office  that  will  bring 
in  three  competent  iren  suitable  to  go  upon  that 
committee  who  can  devote  their  whole  time  to  this 
great  and  important  work.  The  expense  is  enormous, 
and  I  say  it  is  high  time  that  you  and  I  and  every 
member  of  this  board  kuew  what  is  going  on.  For 
one,  I  don't  know  anything  at  all,  only  by  my  obser- 
vation, of  what  is  going  on  in  relation  to  this 
great  expend1  ture.  We  see  the  work  before 
us,  we  hear  of  contracts  being  given  up  and 
new  contracts  made.  The  first  evening  when  I 
came  into  this  board,  when  the  Committee  on 
Improved  Sewerage  was  appointed,  an  order 
was  passed  that  they  have  full  powers,  just  as  they 
bad  the  year  before.  What  did  I  know  about  it?  I 
didn't  object  to  it.  That  committee  have  full  powers 
to  spend  any  amount  of  money  whim  they  see  fit. 
I  don't  know  as  you  or  I  or  this  board  have  anything 
to  say.  But,  sir,  the  order  introduced  to-night  is 
merely  to  know  by  inquiry  where  we  are.  If  we  can 
tell  by  the  report  when  it  comes  in  where  we  are 
going,  I  shall  be  thankful  toknowit.  I  have  become 
interested  in  this  improved  sewerage  business  and 
the  Corliss  controversy  by  going  to  Providence  on 
Saturday.  I  am  interested  to  see  the  report  of  this 
committee.  I  want  some  light  on  this  subject.  How 
can  I  get  this  light  unless  that  report  comes  up?  I 
cannot  see  any  way  to  get  that  light  unless  we 
get  that  report.  Aow  the  Alderman  on  my  right 
says  he  don't  know  about  that  report.  If  Mr. 
Corliss  is  going  to  attack  the  city  for  damages, 
he  don't  know  as  he  should  give  Mm  a  weapon 
to  fight  the  City  of  Boston  with.  Why,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, every  communication  in  City  Hall,  which  is  all 
the  gentleman  asks  for,  that  is  to  come  out  in  this 
pamphlet,  as  you  and  I  and  everybody  know,  is  not 
going  to  give  Mr.  Corliss  any  weapon  to  whip  the 
City  of  Boston  with,  any  more  than  he  has  get  in  his 
hands  -it  the  present  time.  Now,  as  the  gentleman 
on  my  right  says,  if  there  ever  was  a  worli  whereon 
there  should  be  three  commissioners,  three  most 
competent  mechanics  that  you  can  find  in  the  City  of 
Boston,  it  should  have  been  appointed  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  construction  of  this  improved  sewerage, 
and  their  time  should  not  have  expired  until  after 
the  completion  of  the  sewer.  Men  could  have  been 
found  for  that  position;  they  should  have  gone 
on  to  that  sewer,  spent  their  whole  time,  and 
not  left  the  different  ,.art5  they  were  assigned 
to,  until  each  contract  was  completed  under  their 
own  eyes.  .Now  just  look  at  it  for  a  moment.  The 
City  Government  is  changing  every  year;  a  new 
Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  is  appointed 
every  year,  and  perhaps  one  or  two  members  have 
lasted  from  the  beginning.  You  go  to  the  chairman  of 
that  committee  and  ask  him  ii  he  has  seen  that  sewer 
being  built  so  and  so.  "No  I  haven't  seen  it."  Says  I, 
•'Have  you  seen  such  a  sewer?"  After  he  had  told 
me  he  had  visited  those  sewers,  ana  kept  them  con- 
stantly unoer  his  eyes,  says  he,  "I  have  seen  it 
once."  Now,  won't  you  tell  me  what  a  committee 
can  do  to  go  and  set  all  the  men  to  work.  You  may 
take  a  young  engineer  if  you  please  and  put  hirh 
over  that  sewer.  What  did  a  young  engineer  tell  me 
the  other  day  where  he  was  in  charge  of  that  sewer? 
When 'he  chairman  of  the  committee  told  me  he 
had  not  been  there  but  once,  I  solved  the  question  at 
once  why  this  enomous  expenditure  was  going 
on.  Why,  sir,  when  I  called  the  attention  of  the 
Alderman  on  my  right  to  that  sewer,  he  was 
not  only  astonished  but  expressed  himself  about  as  I 
have  expressed  myself,  I  think  he  will  tell  you  he 
was  astonished,  it  he  speaks  his  mind  about  it.  When 
I  called  the  young  engineer's  attention  to  certain 
things  going  on,  said  he,  if  you  were  in  my  place  you 
woukl  be  so  nervous  vou  could  not  stand  still.  Those 
men  are  at.  work  by  the  day.  I  cannot  discharge 
them,  ana  if  I  say  anything  to  them  they  are  down 
upon  me.  The  superintendent  was  notthere.  He 
looiied  upon  those  men  in  the  sewer  and  saw  how 
they  were  at  work,  and  sir,  that  is  where  your  money 
has'gone.  A  sewer  man  came  along  an  I  1  introduc- 
ed him  to  Mr.  Hersey,  and  asked  him  to  express  his 
opinion  in  relation  to  that  sewer  and  state  what  per 
cent,  he  could  discount  on  the  work.  If  f 
am  not  mistaken  he  said  50  per  cent.  Then  I 
introduced  him  as  Alderman  Hersey,  one  of  the 
Committee  on  Improved  SewTerage,  aud  he  said 
it  would  not  have  made  any  difference  if  I 
had  introduced  him  a*  Alderman  Hersey  at  first,  he 
would  have  given  the  same  opinion.  That  is  the  way 
your  work  is  going  on   to-day.    O113   man  has  charge 
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of  tbat  entire  sewer.  Can  that  man  superintend 
fifteen  or  twenty  jobs  at  one  time?  If  he  can  he  is  a 
smarter  man  than  1  have  seen  in  Boston  yet.  I  pray 
God  th  re  may  be  a  board  of  public  works,  and  I  hope 
it  will  be  established  before  my  term  expires.  I  do 
not  expect  to  come  back  again  into  this  nail,  and  I 
want  to  see  it  before  I  leave  this  board.  I  see  only 
one  objection  to  passing  this  order.  When  a  man  is 
absent  I  don't  waut  to  see  anything  passed  over  bis 
bead,  although  I  may  despise  bim.  If  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  this  board  I  want  to  see  him  treated  fairly.  I 
ask  the  gentleman  if  be  cannot  accept  the  amend- 
ment, and  then  I  shall  vote  tor  the  order.  I  want  to 
see  the  report.  I  have  become  anxious.  Why? 
Because  I  have  seen  the  valves  that  have  been 
talked  about.  1  have  seen  the  Lcavitt  valves,  and  I 
have  seen  the  Corliss  valves.  In  my  humble  opinion 
any  unprejudiced  man,  as  I  was  when  1  went  down 
there,  cannot  but  decide  that  the  Corliss  valve  is  the 
valve  to  pump  sewage.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
accept  the  motion. 

Abler  '  an  Haldeman— I  have  no  disposition  what- 
ever lo  ask  impossible  things,  or  have  anything  done 
unfairly.  But  I  cannot  help  feeling  that  I  have  been 
tricked'  by  one  process  or  other  for  nine  months. 
Very  *ooii  Litter  I  came  into  this  board.  I  made 
up  iny  mind  tbat  I  intended  to  probe  this  sub- 
ject and  know  something  about  it.  Nine  months  of 
my  term  have  passed  and  nothing  has  been  accom- 
plished. I  am  powerless  to  do  anything  without 
that  report.  That  is  wbat  I  must  base  my  action 
upon.  I  have  said,  a  great  deal  more  on  this  subject 
than  I  desired  to',  or  intended  to,  because  my  pur- 
pose was  shindy  to  filibuster  and  force  a  report  ironi 
the  city's  standpoint.  It  is  possible  that  when  the  re- 
port conies  out  I  may  be  satisfied  with  the  explanation 
given  a  nd  proceed  no  further.  If  the  committee  really 
mean  to  give  u>  the  report,  I  certainly  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  amendment,  although  every  week  lost  is  a 
very  long  time  to  me.  'things  have  been  accumulating, 
and  since  wc  have  been  to  Moon  Island  and  Provi- 
dence, I  am  becoming  more  restive  under  this  delay. 
I  chafe  under  it,  particularly  when  I  feel  that  it  is 
caused  purposely.  I  have  for  some  time  been  satis- 
fied that  the  City  Engineer  did  not  purpose  that  I 
should  have  what  1  wan  ,  and  dilatory  process  after 

Erocess  has  been  put  in  the  way.  As  the  matter  is 
efore  the  board,  it  is  proper  for  them  to  say  wheth- 
er their  self-respect  shall  be  considered  in  this  inat- 
tention to  their  order.  Personally,  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  amendment  deferring  the  report 
to  two  weeks  from  to-night.  The  chairman 
of  tbe  committee  will  be  here  at  our-  next 
meeting,  and  that  will  give  bim  a  week  to  take 
such  steps  as  he  may  think  necessary,  although  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  report  can  be  put  into  the  printers' 
hands  and  finished  "long  before  his  return.  If  the 
board  is  willing,  I  will  accept  the  amendment,  and 
make  it  two  weeks  from  to-night. 

The  order  was  amended  so  as  to  require  the  com- 
mittee to  report'two  weeks  from  to-night,  and  as 
amended  was  passed,    sent  dewn. 

CONFIRMATION   OP    CONSTABLE. 

On  motion  of  Aldern  an  Viles  the  confirmation  of 
the  appointment  of  Joshua  Brothers  and  William  H. 
Swift  as  constables  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Viles  moved  tbat  the  appointments  be 
confirmed. 

Alderman  Haldeman— Before  the  question  is  taken 
I  should  like  some  information  in  reference  to  these 
two  gentlemen.  I  have  heard  a  good  many  reasons 
why  one  of  them  should  not  be  a  constable,  and 
would  like  to  bear  from  the  committee  in  favor  of 


these  gentlemen,  further  than  the  report, — the  nature 
of  the  objections  brought  against  them,  and  their 
reputation.    I  know  neither  of  them  personally. 

Alderman  Viles — The  committee  gave  the  parties 
a  long  hearing,  one  entire  forenoon,  and  heard  all 
the  objections  brought  against  them  in  every  way 
and  shape.  After  considering  the  subject  carefully, 
we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  there  .vas  no  reason 
why  they  should  not  be  appointed.  The  outies  of  a 
constable  are  objectionable  to  everybody,  no  matter 
how  honestly  performed.  They  never  satisfy  any 
one  who  has  dealings  with  them.  After  considering 
all  the  objections  we  concluded  that  there  was  no 
reason  for  not  confirming  them. 

Alderman  Woollev— I  was  waited  upon  by  a  promi- 
nent citizen  to-day  who  decidedly  objected  to  Mr. 
Brothers  being  appointed  a  constable,  and  was  will- 
ing to  give  his  reasons  before  a  committee,  and  made 
that  request  to  me.  Two  other  gentlemen,  promi- 
nent lawyers,  maae  the  same  request,  and  do  not 
consider  him  capable  of  being  acoDstable;  that  he 
is  not  capable  of  making  out  his  own  reports, 
and  can  hardly  sign  his  own  name.  They 
did  not  have  any  knowledge  ot  the  hearing, 
and  desire  to  appear  before  the  committee.  I  know 
nothing  about  the  gentleman  personally,  but  in  view 
of  this  information,  I  move  that  the  confirmation  of 
Mr.  Brothers  be  recommitted. 

At  the  request  of  Alderman  Haldeman,  the  ques- 
tion upon  continuation  was  taken  separately. 

The  nomination  of  William  H.  Swift  was  con-" 
firmed. 

Tbe  question  then  came  upon  recommitting  the 
nomination  of  Joshua  Brothers. 

Alderman  Viles— The  committee  sought  all  the  in- 
formation they  could,  went  to  the  courts,  inquired 
of  lawyers,  and  outsiders  in  every  direction,  and 
failed  ro  get  anv  information.  We  did  not  advertise 
it,  and  heard  only  such  as  made  charges.  Both  par- 
ties came  with  their  friends  and  opponents. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  have  no  personal  interest  in 
this  matter,  do  not  know  the  man,  and  simply  make 
the  statement  at  the  request  of  prominent  citizens. 
It  is  proner  that  parties  knowing  anything  against 
these  candidates  should  have  a  chance  to  appear. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary 
to  recommit.  I  think  gentlemen  have  hart  all  the  in- 
quiry it  is  necessary  to  make.  I  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  Mr.  Brothers  except  what  has  been 
stated  to  me,  that  he  Is  not  a  proper  person  to  be  a 
constable,  although  the  charges  are  not  in  such 
shape  that  I  can  use  them.-  Some  of  the  objections 
were  that  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  using  his  offi- 
cial position  to  harass  and  annoy  persons  who  came 
within  his  power.  For  tbat  reason  I  shall  vote 
against  him. 

A  Idermau  Viles — I  asked  them  about  that.  He  is 
tbe  agent  for  several  large  estates,  and  the  charge 
was,  that  he  went  into  the  houses  and  made  them  pay 
their  rents  by  intimidation,  because  he  was  a  consta- 
ble.   But  the  charge  was  refuted  in   every  instance. 

The  confirmation  of  Joshua  Brothers  was  recom- 
mitted, with  instructions  to  give  the  parties  a  hear- 
ing. 

ELECTION  OFFICERS    CONFIRMED. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Viles,  the  confirmation  of 
election  officers  for  the  voting  precincts  was  taken 
from  the  table,  and  the  nominations  were  confirmed 
with  the  exception  of  those  who  had  resigned,  and 
the  vacancies  filled  by  the  appointments  of  the  Mayor 
submitted  this  day. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council. 

OCTOBER    13,    18H1. 


Regu'ar  meeting  at  V-/2  o'clock  P.M.,  Andrew  J 
Bailey,  President,  in  the  chair. 

THt  GARFIELD  EULOGY. 

After  action  on  the  first  paper  from  the  heard  of 
Aldei  men,  the  rule  was  suspended  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whi;wore,  of  Ward  12,  and  he  offered  the  follow- 
ing : 

Ordered,  That  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners 
be  directed  to  cause  the  fire  alarm  hells  to  be  struck 
throughout  the  city  on  the  20th  of  October,  1881,  for 
a  period  of  five  minutes,  beginning  at  10.25  o'clock 
A.  M.j  and  again  for  a  period  of  five  minutes  begin- 
ning at  10.55  o'clock  A.M.,  to  announce  the  com- 
mencement of  the  memorial  services  in  honor  of  the 
late  President  of  the  United  States. 

Passed.    Sent  up. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMhN. 

1.  Report  recommending  reference  to  the  Police 
Commissioners  of  a  communication  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  Common,  etc.,  giving  notice  of  recent 
injuries  to  plants  on  the  Pub'ic  Garden.  Accepted 
and  referred  in  concurrence. 

2.  Order  appointing  Thomas  White  as  a  field- 
driver,  etc.,  in  Brighton  District.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

3.  Report  aud  order  changing  to  restrictions,  the 
conditions  in  a  deed  to  Alonzo  Dexter,  dated  Octo- 
ber 24, 1870.    Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

4.  Order  requesting  the  Board  of  Health  to  super- 
vise the  tilling  of  the  South  Boston  flats  so  that  the 
work  may  not  be  injurious  to  the  health  of  residents 
in  toe  vicinity.    Passed  in  coucurrence. 

5.  Order  calling  for  a  report  on  the  progress  of  the 
works  at  Moon  Island  under  the  contract  of  W.  C. 
Poland  &  Sod,  and  whether  said  contractors  have 
surrendered  their  cod  tract.    Passed  in   concurrence. 

0.  Order  calling  for  a  report  as  to  what  part  of  the 
Improved  System  of  Sewerage  is  beiug  done  by  day 
labor  under  the  superintendence  of  H.  A.  Carson. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

7.  Order  calling  for  a  report  on  the  progress  of 
constructing!  Do*  :bester-Bay  Tunnel,  whether  the 
contractor  surrendered  his  original  contract,  and 
whether  a  new  contract  was  given  him  without 
bonds  being  required.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

The  Corliss  Engine  Controversy. 

8.  Order  calling  for  a  report  in  two  weeks  on  the 
Corlisa8  engine  controversy,  iD  accordance  with  the 
order  of  May  16. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  moved  that  the  order 
be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16 — I  should  like  to  hear 
the  reason  why  tin  gentleman  offers  the  motion  to 
indefinitely  po-tpoue  this  order.  The  gentleman 
had  no  objection  when  the  order  lirst  came  in  last 
Mi.y.  That  committee  is  now  asked  to  make  a  re- 
port and  1  hope  the  order  will  not  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

The  subject  giving  rise  to  debate  it  was  passed 
over  under  the  rule.  It  was  considered  again  later 
in  the  sef 

Mr.  Whitmore— V  en  this  report  was  first  called 
for,  and  the  committee  were  requested  to  bring  in 
evidence  which  was  thought  very  desirable  for  Mr. 
■  ro  obtain,  it  was  stated  in  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen that  he  bad  abandoned  all  claim  against  the 
city  of  Boston.  Under  those  circumstances  it 
would  be  very  proper  to  print  all  the  evidence 
relating  to  the"  matter.  I  have  the  authority 
of  Alderman  Hersey  for  saying  that  on  Sat- 
urday, when  the  City  Council  went  to  Provi- 
dence, Mr.  Corli--  >aid  he  bad  not  abandon- 
ed all  intention  io  sue  the  city.  Therefore,  in  the 
opinion  of  many  member1!  it  will  be  extremely  inju- 
dicious for  the  city  to  "apply  the  evidence  in  the  mat- 
ter. I  ventured  to  call  upon  Mr.  Cummings  of  Ward 
10,  who  is  more  conver.-ant  with,  and  can  as  a  lawyer 
give  the  reason-  for  not  reporting  upon  this  matter. 
The  gentlemen  WOO  are  lawyers  in  the  Council  can 
understand  the  nature  of  the  effect  of  passing  this 
order.    I  am   not  opposed  to  Mr.  Corliss.    I  think 


perhaps  he  was  treated  uujustly.  But  the  case  is 
different  "hen  we  act  for  the  City  of  Boston.  It 
does  not  seem  right  that  we  should  prejudice  the 
city's  case  by  any  action  we  may  take. 

Mr  Means  ol  Ward  20—1  hope  this  matter  will  not 
be  dispostd  of  exactly  in  that  way.  I  do  not  know 
but  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  en- 
tirely in  the  stalement  of  the  effect  of  passing  this 
order.  But  the  Alderman  who  introduced  this  order 
has  been  very  friendly  to  the  council,  and  several 
times,  when  propositions  have  been  made  to  indefi- 
nitely postpone  matters  from  this  braDCh,  has  ob- 
jected, on  the  ground  that  it  was  discourteous  to  this 
branch.  It  seems  to  me  the  same  thing  would  apply 
here.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  would  move 
to  lay  on  the  table,  or  dispose  of  it  in  some  other  way 
similar  io  that,  it  would  be  a  little  more  pleasant  ana 
agreeable  way  to  act  upon  it. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — 1  am  satisfied  with  the  explanation 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  and  shall  vote  for 
the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  desire  to  meet  the  wishes  of  eve- 
rybody in  this  matter,  because  I  have  nothing  to  con- 
ceal about  it.    I  only  want  to  do  what  is  light. 

Mr.  Whitmore  withdrew  the  motion  to  indifinitely 
postpone  and  moved  to  specially  assign  the  order 
to  four  weeks  from  to-night. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  if  that  will  do  aDy  good?  Does 
he  know  when  the  trial  will  take  place? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  stated  that  I  altered  my  motion 
to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  gentleman  who  didn't  de- 
sire to  be  quite  so  sharp  in  the  expression  of  our  dis- 
agreement with  the  Boara  of  Aldermen.  I  should 
like  very  well  to  refer  it  to  the  next  City  Govern- 
ment, or  postpone  it  for  six  weeks.  By  that  time  we 
will  know  whether  there  is  a  suit  being  brought 
against  the  city  or  not.  It  is  merely  a  matter  of 
form  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  20. 

Further  consideration  of  the  subject  was  specially 
assigned  to  four  weeks  from  to-night.  Mr.  Whit- 
more moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

Storage  of  Plants  in  Winter. 

9.  Order  to  hire  the  greenhouses  of  William  Doogue 
for  the  storage,  etc.,  of  city  plants  during  the  win- 
ter, at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $1000.  Specially 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  8%  o'clock  P.  M.,  on 
motion  of  M  r.  O  ove,  of  Ward  1 . 

Steady   Work  for  Laborers. 

10.  Amendment  to  the  order  requesting  the  heads  of 
departinen's  to  give  laborers  steady  work,  by  insert- 
ing a  provision  that  the  same  be  done,  so  far  as  prac- 
ticable, when  the  weather  and  season  permit.  Con- 
curred. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 
Arnold  Arboretum. 

1.  Orders  for  the  taking  of  Arnold  Arboretum  for 
a  public  park;  foi  the  purchase  or  taking  of  adjoin- 
ing lands  for  the  same  purpose;  and  for  a  loan  of 
$60,000  for  paying  for  said  adjoining  lauds. 

The  orders  were  passed  to  a  second  reading,  27  for, 
17  against,  ana  put  upon  their  passage. 

Mr.  Whitmoieof  Ward  12—1  trust  the  Council  will 
proceed  to  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  orders,  follow- 
ing the  precedentof  pastyears,  although  there  are  not 
48  members  present  to-night,  because  we  shall  know, 
on  taking  a  yea  and  nay  vote,  what  the  iotent.ons  of 
the  opponents  are  better  than  by  taking  a  vote  in  any 
other  way.  The  scheme  is  one  which  has  been  fully 
consideieti,  and  there  has  not  been' uttered  a  word 
against  it  in  any  way,  shape  or  manner,  this  year. 
Even  the  Committee  on  Parks  praise  it  in  the  highest 
manner  in  their  report.  This  rnattter  was  taken 
from  the  other  park  matters  and  sent  to  the  Finance 
Committee  on  its  merits.  This  is  the  only  way  in 
which  it  can  come  before  the  Council.  Certainly, 
for  my  part,  I  think  that  if  a  matter  which  has  so 
much  merit  as  tbiscannoi  get  48  votes,  it  is  useless 
for  the  supporters  of  any  other  scheme  to  suppose 
that  they  can  get  48  votes  ror  it.  As  the  easiest  way 
to  find  out  bow  the  Council  stands  I  trust  we  shall 
proceed  to  take  a  test  vote  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  Cireenough  of  Ward  <J— I  trust  that  some  of 
the  gentlemen  who  voted  against  this  matter  a  mo- 
ment ago  did  so  without  proper  consideration,  be- 
cause I  am  surprised  to  see  how  many  there  are  op- 
posed to  the  taking  this  land.  This  matter  stands  on 
a  different  basis  from  the  West  Roxburv  park 
scheme.  This  seems  to  supply  the  demand  for  a  park 
in  that  neighborhood.  I  do  not  think  I  am  prepared 
for  the  park  iu  West  Roxbury,  but  this  scheme  com- 
mended itself  so  strongly  to  the  Finance  Committee 
that  I  trust  some  gentlemen  who  voted  against  it  will 
change  their  minds.  The  City  of  Boston  is  going  to 
get  a  track  of  land,  practically  120  acres   in   size,  to 
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begin  with,  for  nothing,  to  use  for.  a  pleasure 
ground.  It  will  be  transferred  to  the  city  by  thecor- 
perationjof  Harvard  College,  and  be  laid  out  and  kept 
hi  order  by  ihe  corporation.  The  citizens  of  Boston 
will  be  allowed  to  use  it  for  a  pleasure  ground  with- 
out expense.  All  we  have  to  do  is  to  spend  $60,000 
to  round  out  the  lot  and  lay  out  some  driveways. 
The  City  of  Boston  will  get  by  this  a  very  great  bar- 
gain, which  can  hardly  be  appreciated  by  the  gentle- 
men who  have  declined  to  accept  it.  The  Committee 
ou  Finance  paid  a  visit  to  the  spot,  and  walked  all 
over  the  land  in  company  with  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners, and  we  were  impressed  with  the  advantages 
which  can  be  obtained  by  the  City  of  Boston  in  case 
we  take  that  property.  I  do  not  see  how  we  can 
hope  to  get  an  open  space  of  land  for  anything  like 
so  small  a  sum  of  money  as  this,  and  which  will  oe 
taken  care  of  with  the  same  degree  of  skill  and  in- 
telligence. It  will  be  a  beautiful  place  for  the  city 
to  keep  forever,  and  if  we  throw  away  this  oppor- 
tunity to  get  it  for  $60,000  I  think  we  shall  make  a 
mistake. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24— If  this  matter  comes  to  a 
vote  to-night  I  shall  evidently  vote  against  it.  I  have 
listened  attentively  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  9,  but  perhaps  I  have  been  a  little  dere- 
lict in  my  duty,  and  have  not  examined  the  subject 
as  thoroughly  as  I  should.  Last  year  I  was  in  favor 
of  it,  but  1  am  not  so  thoroughly  posted  as  I  was 
then,  and  I  would  like  to  have  a  week  longer  to  con- 
sider it.  I  move  that  this  matter  be  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting  of  tne  Council  at  a  quarter  before  nine 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Whitmore—  I  hope  that  motion  will  not  pre- 
vail, because,  with  all  due  deference  to  the  gentleman 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  I  think  there  cannot  be 
another  member  of  the  Council  in  that  doubtful 
state  of  mind  which  requires  another  week  for  con- 
sideration. This  is  not  one  of  my  chickens,  but  I 
feel  the  responsibility  of  bringing  it  before  the 
Council,  and  letting  it  lay  over  from  meeting  to 
meeting.  It  has  not  been  hurriea.  This  matter  is 
hot  new.  It  was  Drought  in  last  July  and  referred 
to  the  Finance  Committee,  It  has  been  on  our  list 
three  or  four  weeks.  I  have  let  it  go  by  so  that 
everybody  could  look  at  it  as  much  as  they  pleased. 
More  than  that,  I  think  I  can  say  that  if  this 
vote  is  taken  that  wi.l  not  be  the  end  of  it,  be- 
cause if  there  are  not  48  votes  in  favor,  the  majori- 
ty will  move  a  reconsideration  and  lay  it  upon  the 
table,  so  that  gentlemen  will  have  another  chance  to 
vote  on  it  after  this  evening.  The  matter  having 
laid  on  our  table  so  long,  and  as  we  can  get  no  argu- 
ments against  it,  it  seems  desirable  to  have  a  test 
vote  and  know  how  the  Council  stands.  I  think  a 
test  vote  at  this  time  is  worth  more  than  we  can  get 
in  any  other  w*y.  As  the  Council  is  evidently  so  di- 
vided in  the  matter  I  think  the  sooner  we  come  to  a 
yea  and  nay  vote,  and  see  who  the  friends  and  op- 
ponents of  this  measure  are,  in  a  g  eneral  way,  the 
better  we  shall  understand  the  question  in  the  future. 
This  is  exactly  the  way  the  friends  of  the  Park  ques- 
tion carried  their  motion  last  year.  They  tried  it 
when  they  could  not  get  43  votes,  got  41  or  42  and 
laid  it  on  the  table  to  be  considered  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21 — I  hope  we  snail  not  havea 
test  vote  to-night.  This  whole  subject  is  coming  up 
within  two  or  three  weeks,  ana  I  hope  this  will  be 
specially  assigned  so  that  we  can  take  up  all  the 
other  matters  together. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost— 24  for,  29  against. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  asked  for  some  reason  for  voting  against  it. 
I  would  say  to  the  gentleman  that  we  had  this  matter 
up  in  1879  or  1878.  It  was  then  voted  down  by  the 
government  who  thought  tnere  was  no  necessity  fo  r 
it.    I  still  think  there  is  no  necessity  for  it. 

The  orders  were  rejected  for  want  of  a  two-thirds 
vote.    Yeas  36,  nays  23: 

Yeas  —  Beal,  Bigelow,  Bowker,  Brimbecom, 
Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Connell,  Costello, 
Cuinmings,  Dana,  Devlin,  Dudley,  Emery,  Ford, 
Freeman,  Greenough,  Hilton,  Huntress,  L-iuten, 
Lovell,  Mithews,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  N, 
M.  Morrison,  Packman,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Viles, 
Wakefield,  Welch,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Whitmore, 
Williams— 36. 

Nays— Barry,  Bartlett,  Boyle,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Cot- 
ton, Daly,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Eddy,  Farwell,  Fitzpat- 
rick, Folan,  Gove,  Hosley,  Maguire,  Means,  P.  Mor- 
rison, Pope,  Powers,  Rosnosky,  Smith,  Swan,  Teevan, 
Walsh 23 

Absent  or  not  voting — Cronin,  Denney,  J.  Doherty, 
Fisk,  Harding,  Hart,  McCormack,  P.  J.  McLaugh- 
lin, Mullett,  Murphy,  Pratt,  Pray— 12. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  o£  Ward  8,  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion. Laid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whit- 
more. 


Public  Library  Site. 

2.  Orders  for  the  purchase  of  land  (additional  to 
that  given  by  the  Commonwealth)  for  a  new  library 
building,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $150,090,  and 
for  a  loan  of  sa'd  amount,  the  certificates  of  debt  to 
oe  made  payable  November  1, 1«82.  from  the  taxes  ot 
882-3.    (.City  Doc.  138.;    Passed,  ye«rs  50,  nays  9: 

Yeas — Bartlett,  Beal,  Bigelow,  Bowker,  Brimbe- 
com, Brown,  Child,  H  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin, 
Cotton,  Cummings,  Dana,  Devlin,  Dudley,  Eddy, 
Emery,  Farwell,  Folan,  Ford,  Freeman,  Gove, 
Greenough,|Hilton,  Hosley,  Huntress,  Lauten,  Lovell, 
Maguire,  Mathews,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  McNamara, 
Means,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P.  Morrison,  Park  uan, 
Pope,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Rosnosky,  Smith,  Teevan, 
Viles,  Wakefield,  Walsh,  Welch,  Wharton,  Wheeler, 
Whitmore,  "Williams— 50.  _ 

Nays— Barry,  Boyle,  Connell,  Costello,  Daly,  C.  F. 
Doherty,  Fitzpatrick,  Powers,  Swan— 9. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Cronin,  Denney,  T.  Doherty 
Fisk,  Harding,  Hart,  McCormick,  P.  J.  McLaughlin, 
Mullett,  Murphy,  Pratt,  Pray— 12. 

Mr.  Child  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost.    Sent  up. 
PETITIONS. 

Mr.  Clapp,  of  Ward  14,  presented  the  petition  of 
the  American  Electric  Light  Co.,  for  permission  to 
light  the  corridors  and  open  areas  in  City  Hall  at 
their  own  expense.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Putlic  Buildings. 

Mr.  Boyle,  of  Ward  8,  presented  petitions  for 
leave  to  erect  wooden  buildings  as  follows : 

Boston  Sugar  Refining  Co.,  addition  to  wooden 
building  on  Lewis  stre-t,  near  Marginal  street, 
"Ward  2. 

Ira  Russell  &  Co.,  to  erect  wooden  building  on 
land  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Albany  and  Maiden 
streets. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Sur- 
vey and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

PERMIT  FOR  WOODEN  BUILDING  REFUSED. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Ward  8,  submitted  a  report  of 
leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  A.  &  J.  McLaren 
to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Marginal  street,  Ward 
2. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1 — Before  that  matter  is  dis- 
posed of,  I  should  like  to  hear  from  the  committee 
the  reason  for  the  report.  I  believe  that  a  petition 
of  the  same  Durport  was  presented  this  evening, — 
the  erection  "of  a  shed  on  Lewis  street,  which  is  sim- 
ply tne  continuation  of  an  old  building.  The  shed 
is  to  be  used  for  covering  sugars. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick— The  gentlemen  have  agreed  to 
comply  with  the  law  and  the  regulations  of  the  In- 
spector, which  is  to  erect  a  briGk  wall  where  it  is 
necessary,  and  the  committee  have  reported  leave  to 
withdraw  at  the  request  of  the  petitioners. 

The  report  was  accepted.    Sent  up. 

ENLARGEMENT  OF  ORCHARD  PARK. 

Mr.  Parkman,  of  Ward  9,  submittea  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds 
on  the  order  to  consider  the  expediency  of  enlarg- 
ing Orcnard  park,  and  the  petition  of  Albert  Palmer 
and  others  favoring  said  enlargement— That  while 
they  believe  the  improve/nent  desirable,  they  are  not 
prepared  to  recommend  the  expenditure,  estimated 
at  $40,000,  at  the  present  time,  and  therefore  recom- 
mend that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  the  next  City  Council. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Means,  of  Ward  20,  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to 
the  next  meeting  at  9  o'clock. 

BILLS  ALLOWED. 

Mr.  Devlin,  of  Ward  13,  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Claims  on  the  part  of  the  Con  - 
mon  Council  on  the  petition  of  J.  E.  Maynard  for 
the  payment  of  a  Dill  for  carriages  furnished  for  the 
use  of  the  members  of  the  Common  Council,  recom- 
mending that  the  bill  be  allowed  and  paid.  Ac- 
cepted, and  the  following  orders  were  read  twice  and 
passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  allow  for 
payment  the  bill  of  J.  E.  Maynard,  dated  September 
15th,  1881,  amounting  to  $5,  also  the  bill  of  said 
Maynard  amounting  to  $96,  dated  August  13th,  1881, 
the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund  of 
the  Common  Council. 

Ordered,  That  the  President  be  and  he  hereby  Is 
authorized  to  approve  the  bills  for  refreshments  fur- 
nished the  Common  Council  July  21st,  28th  and  Aug. 
4th,  by  H.  D.  Parker  &  Co.,  amounting  to  $8.55,  $16, 
$120  and  $16  respectively,  the  same  to  be  charged  to 
the  appropriation  for  the  Contingent  Fund  of  the 
Common  Council. 

The  President  stated  these  bills  were  incurred  on 
the  nights  of  the  meeting  of  the  Council,  and  the 
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President  was  instructed  Dot  to  approve  them.  The 
other  one  is  for  refreshments  furnished  the  Council 
at  the  all-night  meeting. 

On  motion  ol  Mr.  Fitepatrick,  of  Ward  8,  the  rule 
was  suspended,  and  the  orders  were  passed.  Mr. 
Fitzpatrick  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

CITY  HOSPITAL 
Mr.  Hosley,  of  Ward  14,  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  City  Hospital,  upon  the  or- 
der requesting  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  legislature 
for  authority  to  take  such  land  on  East  Chester 
Park,  Albany  and  East  Springfield  streets,  as 
may  be  considered  necessary  for  the  uses  of  the 
City  Hospital — That  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee it  will  be  necessary  at  no  distant  day 
to  enlarge  the  hospital,  as  the  demands  for 
treatment  there  already  exceed  the  accommoda- 
tions, and  are  constantly  increasing.  The  land  re- 
ferred to  in  the  order  affords  the  only  opportunity 
for  extending  the  hospital,  and  it  would  beameasure 
of  wisdom  and  prudence  to  secure  this  land  while  it 
is  available  and  before  it  is  appropriated   to  other 

Eurposes.  It  is  separated  from  tbe  hospital  by  East 
pringfield  street,  but  by  the  discontinuance  of  this 
street  the  two  estates  can  be  thrown  into  one.  As 
the  property  is  offered  for  sale,  it  will  not  be  neces- 
sary to  obtain  authority  to  take  it;  and  the  price 
named  is  probably  as  low  as  could  be  obtained  under 
any  other  circumstances.  The  committee  tuerefore 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  order  in  a  Bew  draft, 
as  follows: 

Ordered,  Tint  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
City  Hospital  be  authorized  to  purchase  of  the  de- 
visees under  the  will  of  William  Evans  the  lot  of 
land  situated  on  East  Chester  paik,  Albany  and  East 
Springfield  streets,  containing  27,607  square  feet, 
more  or  less,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  §56,000;  said 
lot  beiug  shown  on  a  plan  made  by  Thomas  W.  Da- 
V'S,  City  Survejor,  dated  December  1,  1880. 

Report  accepted  and  referred  to  Finance  Com- 
mittee. 

REPORTS  CALLED  FOR. 

Mr.  Means  of  Ward  20— On  the  20th  of  June  last 
a  reque«t  of  the  School  Committee  was  presented  to 
this  Council  asking  for  a  two-room  schoolhouse  on 
Columbia  street,  and  that  the  present  one  on  Howard 
avenue  be  removed  and  a  new  one  erected  on  that 
site.  They  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Instruction.  The  necessity  of  their  being  reported 
upon  bag  been  represented  to  me  from  that  locality, 
and  as  it  might  not  be  clear  to  the  committee,  I  will 
state  the  reasons.  This  is  a  small  two-room  building 
on  Howard  avenue  and  the  only  one  in  a  large  terri- 
tory. There  are  50  to  60  children  in  one  room  and  al- 
most 100  in  the  other.  There  are  not  seats  enough  for 
them.  Some  are  seated  in  arm  chairs,  some  are  at 
chairs  without  desks,  and  some  are  on  the  edges  of 
the  platforms.  The  teacber  finds  it  almost  impos- 
sible to  teach  them.  Tbe  ventilation  is  miserable. 
The  rooms  are  heated  by  two  stoves,  and  the  building 
is  so  situated  that  furnaces  cannot  he  put  in.  Many 
children  who  want  to  go  there  cannot  go,  and  are 
kept  away,  and  some  who  are  there  will  be  obliged 
to  leave  on  account  of  the  ventilation  of  the  rooms. 
If  the  committee  will  hear  these  facts  in  mind  and 
bring  forward  their  report  I  know  it  will  please  the 
people  in  that  locality.  I  shall  call  for  a  report  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Doherty,  of  Ward  2,  gave  notice  that  at  the 
next  meeting  he  should  call  for  a  report  on  the 
Doogue  investigation,  and  also  on  the  investigation 
of  the  Police  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Lovell,  of  Ward  1,  gave  notice  that  at  the  next 
meeting  he  should  call  for  a  report  upon  the  matter 
of"  accommodations  for  the  Evening  High  School. 

MANAGEMENT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY:. 
Mr.  Dudley,  of  Ward  4.  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Library  on  the  me- 
morial of  James  M.  Hubbard  regarding  the  admin- 
istration of  the  affairs  of  the  Public  Library — That 
said  memorial  was  tbe  subject  of  a  hearing  at  which 
Mr.  Hubbard  gave  his  testimony,  but  produced  no 
other  special  evidence  on  the  subject.  The  trustees 
of  the  Public  Library  made  their  reply  through 
their  annual  report  for  the  year  1881,  City  Docu- 
ment, No.  97.  The  committee  after  considering  the 
subject  cannot  find  anything  which  necessitates  ac- 
tion on  tbe  part  of  the  Common  Council.  Accepted. 
Sent  up. 

PROPOSED   WIDENING    OF   CURVE  STREET. 

Mr.  Whitrnore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order— That 
the  Board  of  Street  Commi  sioiiers  be  requested  to 
widen  Curve  street  to  fifty  feet  on  the  southerly  side, 
from  Broadway  extension  to  Albany  street,  at  a  cost 
not  exceeding  $28,000,  in  accordance  with  the  com- 


munication submitted  by  said  commissioners,  Au- 
gust 3,  1881.  Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on 
Streets. 

PROPOSED   EXTENSION  OF  STANIFORD  STREET. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9  offered  an  order — That 
the  Street  Commissioners  be  requested  to  report  to 
the  Common  Council  the  expense  of  extending  Stam- 
ford street  to  Causeway  street.    Passed.     Sent  up 

CARE   OF    BULBS  AND  PLANTS     FOR    CEMETERIES 

Mr.  Greenough  ot  Ward  9  offered  an  order— That 
the  Board  of  Health,  previous  to  making  any  new 
contract  for  taking  care  of  and  furnishing  plants  and 
bulbs  for  cemeteries  consult  the  City  Forester,  and 
ascertain  if  the  work  cannot  be  done  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Common  and  Squares  much  cheaper  than  at 
present. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Means,  of  Ward  20,  moved  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Health. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13—1  do  not  see  the  necessity 
of  referring  it  to  any  committee,  as  it  asks  the  Board 
of  Health  to  consider  the  expediency  of  saving 
money. 

Mr.  Means  withdrew  his  motion  and  the  order  was 
passed. 

Mr.  Greenough  moved  to  reconsider.  Lost.  Sent 
up. 

EAST  BOSTON  FERRIES. 
Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  East  Boston  Ferries  cons'der  and  re- 
portupon  whether  there  is  need  of  increased  facilities 
for  the  accommodation  of  travel  at  the  ferries,  and 
also  whether  it  is  desirable  to  purchase  additional 
land  for  that  purpose.  Referred  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  East  Boston  Ferries. 

RULES  AND  ORDERS    OF    THE     COMMON    COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Whitmoie,  of  Ward  12,  called  up  the  special 
assignment  for  8%  o'clock  P.  M.,  viz: 

Amended  rules  and  orders  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil.   (City  Documents  121.) 

The  question  was  upon  the  adoption  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  have  looked  over  these 
rules  somewhat  carefully,  and,  as  is  stated  in  the  re- 

Sort,  most  of  the  changes  are  merely  verbal  ones, 
ut  there  is  one  change  in  rule  38,  in  relation  to  the 
order  of  business  of  the  Council,  that  I  should  like  to 
hear  some  reason  for  given.  [Mr.  Parkman  read 
rule  38.)  We  al'  know  that  matters  occasioning  de- 
bate are  passed  over,  if  they  are  among  the  first  and 
second  class.  Now  the  committee  wish  to  extend  that 
to  all  business,  so  that  all  new  orders  ?nd  reports 
would  come  under  the  same  category.  Perhaps  the 
committee  can  give '  some  good  reason  for  that 
change,  but  I  am  a  little  afraid  we  should  perhaps 
get  mixed  up.  We  have  our  programme  now,  and 
we  can  follow  if.  If  we  pass  over  some  things  on 
that,  and  pass  over  some  new  business,  and  then 
come  back,  it  seems  to  me  we  shall  get  rather 
mixed  up  in  the  order  of  business.  Another  consid- 
eration is,  that  I  am  afraid  we  should  often  adjourn 
and  leave  unfinished  business  which  should  have 
been  attended  to,  and  which  had  been  merely  passed 
over  because  it  was  going  to  give  rise  to  debate. 
Perhaps  the  committee  can  give  us  some  reason  for 
the  change. 

ivir.  Whitrnore— This  change  was  made  to  facilitate 
business,  rather  than  to  hinder  it.  This  rule  was  tried 
for  the  first  time  in  1875.  I  made  the  suggestion  myself 
in  that  year,  to  follow  the  example  of  the  legislature, 
go  through  the  calendar  and  pass  all  matters  that 
could  be  acted  upon  without  debate.  I  do  not  think 
anybody  asked  to  have  a  matter  passed  over  during 
the  next  three  years.  It  never  seemed  to  be  availed 
of.  I  remember  that  last  year  I  took  advantage  of 
it,  and  everybody  seemed  astonished.  We  used  to 
go  along  at  a  jog  trot  and  debate  everything.  But  this 
year  I  notice  that  members  have  taken  advantage  of 
it,  and  when  a  matter  is  going  to  give  rise  to  debate 
we  let  it  pass  over.  I  think  that  as  members  become 
familiar  with  that  method  of  working  they  will  And 
the  rule  greatly  to  their  advantage.  The  present  or- 
der of  business  is  peculiar  to  us  and  does  not  agree 
with  that  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  They  take  op 
their  business  under  different  divisions,  petitions,  re- 
monstrances and  memorials,  communications  from 
city  officers  and  unfinished  business  coming  before 
papers  from  the  Common  Council.  Undoubtedly  it 
lias  been  found  to  work  well,  from  the  exDerience  of 
a  number  of  years.  The  committee  considered 
whether  it  is  better  to  change  the  regular  order 
or  not,  and  concluded  it  was  best  to  let  it  re- 
main as  it  is,  because  we  had  laboriously  learned 
it  this  year,  and  as  the  year  was  so  near  en- 
ded, we  would  have  to  learn  the  new  order  for  only 
a  short  time,  as  perhaps  we  all  may  not  be  re-elected. 
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We  thought  the  best  tl/ing  to  do  was  to  run  right 
through  the  regular  order  of  business,  and  pass  over 
all  debatable  matters.  After  papers  from  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  and  unfinished  business  come  communi- 
cations and  reports  of  city  officers.  Not  onoe  in  a 
hundred  times  is  any  objection  made  to  a  document 
under  that  head.  Next  are  petitions,  remonstrances 
and  memorials.  There  isn't  once  in  a  year  when  an 
improper  petition  is  presented.  It  may  be  a  slander 
upon  some  individual,  or  foolish  in  its  substance. 
But  in  99  cases  out  of  100  we  should  admit  all  those 
cases.  In  nine-tenths  of  the  cases  reports  of  com- 
mittees are  received,  read  and  acted  upon  without 
debate.  The  receiving  of  a  report  is  a  matter  of  cour- 
tesy, and  nine  times  out  of  ten  it  is  accepted.  So  in 
all  those  classes  we  can  go  straight  along  and  do  the 
bulk  of  our  business,  and  have  the  papers  in  without 
any  chance  for  an  adjournment  for  lack  of  a  quorum 
by  ten  o'clock.  In  regard  to  motions  and  orders, 
how  often  it  happens  that  they  do  not  call  for  debate. 
Nine  out  of  ten  motions  do  not  cause  debate.  A 
member  comes  in  with  an  order  and  moves  at  once 


that  it  be  referred  to  some  committee,  because  that 
is  the  best  way  for  him  to  get  his  motion  carried. 
Almost  every  motion  of  that  kind  is  settled  by  a  com- 
mittee, creates  no  debate,  and  this  rule  will  enable  us 
to  do  our  work  without  the  idea  that  a  man  must 
wait  here  until  late  in  the  evening  to  offer  a 
merely  formal  order.  For  my  part  this  waiting  un- 
til late  in  the  evening  does  not  inconvenience  me,  as 
I  live  so  Dear.  But  many  memberB  are  dependent 
upon  the  horse-cars  and  do  not  want  to  wait  here  so 
late  when  they  have  a  merelv  formal  order  to  put  in. 
If  we  give  this  rule  a  trial  I  think  we  shall  find  it  a 
convenience,  and  if  not  we  can  change  it  hack  again 
before  the  year  is  out.  The  great  advantages  we 
have  seen  byadopting  this  rule  on  two  classes  of 
business  I  think  warrants  us  in  trying  it  upon  the 
whole. 

Mr.  Fitzpatriek  of  Ward  8— This  is  a  very  warm 
night,  and  as  we  are  done  with  routine  business  I 
ir  ove  the  Council  do  now  adjourn. 

Adjourned— 34  for,  14  agaitist. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
OCTOBER    17,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses— John  C.  Stile?  for 
leave  to  run  coaches  through  Charles  street  to  Bos- 
ton &  Albany  station  ana  return. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings— -Re- 
quests  of  School  Committee  for  an  improvement  in 
the  urinal-    at  the  hoys'   schoolhonses;   for  an  iui- 

tirovement  m  the  sanitary  accommodations  of  the 
jexin"ion-street  sclioolbou.se;  for  facilities  for  drill 
for  the  Roxbury  High  School  district. 

To  the  Joint  Committee,  on  Fire  Department — Win. 
T.  Van  Nostrand  and  others,  for  location  of  a  steam 
lire  engine  in  Ward  4. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. —  William 
Smith  and  another,  to  bave  returned  to  them  the 
sum  of  8100  paid  by  mistake  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
City  nt  Boston  for  a  brewer's  license. 

To  >/!•  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection 
ildUigs—  Burgess  and  Perry,  for  permisiou  to 
erect  building  lor  mechanical  purposes  in  excess  of 
range  aUowed  by  the  ordinances  in  rear  of  Auiory 
near  Stony  Brook  and  Codman  avenue; 
George  H.  Scott,  lor  leave  to  erect  a  new  wocden 
building  for  a  greenhouse,  also  a  wooden  addition  to 
a  wooden  building  on  land  on  Everett  stieet,  oppo- 
site Pleasant  street.  Brighton;  R.  S.  Barrett,  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  on  unnamed  street,  near 
Stark  street,  south  of  Cambridge  stieet,  Ward  4. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers— E.  C.  sparhawk,  for 
a  sewer  in  Cambridge  street,  near  junction  of  Win- 
ship  and  Washington  streets. 

To  the  Committeeon  Common  on  part  of  the  Board — 
John  F.  Newton, for  the  removal  of  a  tree  from  1 
Kearsarge  avenue;  Hiram  B.  Cross  and  others  lor 
the  removal  of  two  trees  from  21  Seaverns  avenue. 

To   the   Committee  on   Survey    and  Inspection  of 
ings  on   the  part  of  the  Board— Joe  Goss,  for 
leave  to  project  a  lantern  and  sign  in  front  of  22  La- 
grange street.    D.  W.  Waldrou,  for  leave  to  project 
a  gas  light  at  042  Harrison  avenue. 

To  the  Comtmxttes  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board — Pet  tions  lor  leave  to  occupy  Stables  as  fol- 
lows: 

Daniel  O':  .eaiy,  new  wooden,  two  cows,  Shawmut 
street,  near  Commercial  street,  Ward  24. 

Charles  W.  l'arker,  new  brick,  4  horses,  Newbury 
street,  near  Hereford  Btreet,  Ward  11. 

A.  R.  Lyman,  old  wooden,  BO  horses,  on  place  off 
Market  street,  near  Wa-hington  street,  Ward  25. 

i  Committee  on  Paving — 1.  IS.  .Moors  and  oth- 
er-, for  plank  walk  on  Williams  street:  John  M. 
Wav  and  another,  for  the  grading  ol  Merrill  street; 
Albert  Bowkcr.  that  a  crosswalk  Be  laid  on  Washing- 
ton street  at  Floral  place;  F.  W.  Lincoln  and  other.-, 
for  Bagging  crossing  across  Colombia  street  at  Quin- 
cy  street,  Dorchester;  John  B.  Reagan,  for  crossing 
on  Mill  and  Everett  streets,  Ward  26. 

petition  for  edge-tones  and  brick  sidewalk  in  front 
of  estate  ol  John  C.  Tebin,  0.j  Smith  street. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  in  nout  of  estates  of 
w.  Hunuewell,  261  Commonwealth  avenue;  Cather- 
ine B.  Koessle,  on  Gardner  street)  Soxbury;  Peter 
Fav.  ITS  Cabot  street;  .lentiie  L.  Johnson.  056  K, 
Sevent'j  street;  John  E.  Biakemore,  550-554 Eighth 
street:  Andrew  Ochs,  Lark  and  W.  Eighth  streets; 
Sara  M.  Pratt,  034  Columbus  avenue  and  at  corner 
rceeter  street. 

D.  K.  Blancy  and  33  others,  to  be  heard  in  rela- 
tion to  the  passage  of  ear-  of  Metropolitan  It.  If.  Co. 
in  Liverpool  street. 

Charles  B.  Me  Lean  and  33  others,  for  a  hearing  in 
lelation  to  passage  of  cars  iu  Liverpool  street. 

Winthrop  M.  Kidder  aud  35  others,  to  be  heard 
relative  to  the  passage  of  cars  through  Liverpool 
street. 

George  S.  Bennett,  and  others  for  crossing  on  Dor- 
ebester  avenue  at  Van  Winkle  street. 

William  Shaw,  to  erect  wooden  addition  to  build- 
ing on  Centre  street  near  Dorche-ter  avenue.  Ward 
24;  A.  R.  Lyman,  to  erect  a  wooden  addition  to 
building  on  real  ot  unnamed  place  off  Market  street, 
Ward  25. 


Petitions  for  leave  to  move  wooden  buildings  as 
follows:  By  W.  R.  Cavai  agh,  from  Middle  street, 
Ward  15,  to  Dorchester  avenue,  near  Dorr  street, 
Ward  15;  by  Thomas  Cowan,  from  Washington 
street  to  unnamed  ph.ee  oil  Market  street,  Ward 
25;  by  John  Soley,from  301  Maveiick  street  to  Short 
street,  near  Maverick  street,  Ward  2. 

HEARINGS. 

•  Hearings  were  had  as  tollows: 

On  petition  of  E.  Hodge  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  locate 
and  use  a  steam  engine  anu  boiler  at  160  Liverpool 
street,  East  Boston.  Xo  objection.  Refeired  to 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

On  petition  of  the  Hoosac  Tuunel  Dock  aud  Ele- 
vator Co..  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine 
and  boiler  at  03  Water  street,  Charlestown.  No  ob- 
jection.   Referred  to  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

On  proposed  construction  of  a  sewer  in  Gold  street, 
between  C  and  D  streets.  No  objection.  Recom- 
mitted to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

On  petition  of  the  Boston,  Revere  Beach  &  Lyrn 
R.  R.  Company,  that  limits  be  prescribed  witnin 
which  they  may  take  land  outside  of  their  location 
near  Harbor  View  Station. 

Mr.  Rust,  counsel  for  the  petitioners.explair.ed.the 
location  by  the  plan,  adding  that  an  additional  track 
was  rendered  necessary  by  the  increased  business. 

■vlr.  Turner  siid  that  if  it  was  a  case  of  public  ne- 
cessity and  convenience  he  would  not  object,  provi- 
ded they  pay  for  his  hind;  but  he  had  not  been  con- 
sulted as  to  what  he  would  take. 

Mr.  Ru-t  explained  from  the  plan  that  none  of  Mr. 
Turner's  land  would  be  taken. 

Mr.  Turner  said  he  had  been  guaranteed  a  street 
in  front  of  his  property,  but  this  taking  would  cut 
him  off.  To  Mr.  Rust  be  said  the  proposed  street  was 
laid  out  on  paper  and  has  never  been  accepted  by 
the  city. 

No  one  else  objected,  and,  on  motion  of  Alderman 
"Viles,  an  order  was  passed  prescribing  the  limits 
within  which  said  railroad  company  may  take  land 
for  the  purposes  recited  iu  said  petition. 

PAPERS  FROM  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Order  to  toll  the  bells  on  October  20, 1881,  at  10.25 
A.  M..  and  at  10.55  A.  M.,  to  announce  ibe  com- 
mencement of  the  memorial  service  in  honor  of 
President  Garlield.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Board  of  Health  to  consult  City  Forester 
before  providing  bulbs,  etc.,  for  ceme'ecies,  and  con- 
sider if  the  work  cannot  be  done  cheaper  by  the  De- 
partment of  Commons,  etc.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  memorial  of 
James  M.  Hubbard  icspeeting  the  administration  of 
the  library.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report,  leave  to  withdraw,  on  petition  of  Boston 
Sugar  Refinery  to  make  addition  to  the  building  on 
Lew:s  street.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Orders  for  the  purchase  of  land  (additional  to  that 
given  by  the  Commonwealth)  for  a  new  library 
building,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $150,000,  and 
for  a  loan  of  said  amount,  the  certificates  of  debt  to 
be  made  payable  November  1,  1S82,  from  the  taxes  of 
1882-3.  (City  Doc.  138.)  Laid  on  the  table  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Wbitten,  on  account  of  the  ab- 
sence of  three  members. 

FIRES   AMI   ALARMS    FOR   .SEPTEMBER. 

The  report  ol  the  Fire  Commissioners  on  the  num- 
ber and  character  of  the  alarms  during  September 
was  received  and  sent  down: 

Alarms— Fires 22 

Pulse 2 

Neeoless l 

still 11-42 

Fires— Con  lined  to  one  building 23 

Extei  ded  toothers 2 

Hay,  rubbish,  .Vc 6 

Wharf I 

Nome 3—32 

Buildings —Silently  damaged 8 

Considerably  damaged 3 

Totally  ocstroyed 4 

Noi  damaged l(>— 31 

Loss— On  buildings gin, Die 

On  contents 14,1143 

Insurance— On  buildings 119,866 

On  contents 220.111111 

Sent  down. 

COMPLAINT  AGAINST  A  CONSTABLE. 

The  following  was  received  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Police  on  the  part  of  the  board: 

East  Boston,  Oct.  14th,  1881. 
To  the  Honorable  Major  and  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Gentlemen,— Each  year  his  Honor  the  Mayor 
sends  to  your  honorable  board  a  list  of  constables 
for  the  City  of  Boston,  subject  to  confirmation  by 
your  board. 
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Among  others  is  the  name  of  Mr.  Charles  P.  Cook, 
who,  accompanied  with  a  lawyer,  came  to  East  Bos- 
ton ou  last  Saturday  night  between  seven  and  eight 
o'clock  to  arrest  Captain  E.  Lafitte,  late  master  of 
the  French  barque  Cananore,  of  Bordeaux, 
on  an  alleged  claim  against  him,  to  the 
amount  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars. 
Captain  Lafitte  has  had  much  trouble,  having  lost  his 
ship  and  freight,  and  has  been  deserted  by  those  ap- 
pointed to  protect  and  defend  Liin,  and  beiDg  ac- 
quainted with  the  writer  he  besought  the  constable 
and  lawyer  to  accompany  him  to  my  house,  they  de- 
claring meanwhile  that  unless  the  inoney  was  paid 
at  once  he  must  go  to  prison. 

The  poor,  unfortunate  man,  not  understanding  our 
law  or  language,  begged  me  to  defend  him  and  pre- 
vent them  taking  him  to  prison. 

As  I  had  no  large  amount  of  monev  at  hand,  I 
offered  this  man  of  peace  and  law  my  personal  bond 
for  three  hundred  dollars,  stating  at  the  same  time 
that  he  could  call  on  Mr.  Frederick  Pease  or  any  of 
my  neighbors  to  sitisfy  himself  that  it  was  good,  and 
on  my  part  agreeing  to  appear  before  Justice 
Jones  on  Monday  morning  at  ten  o'clock,  with  proper 
and  sufficient  bond  to  meet  the  demand  made  against 
Captain  Lafitte. 

After  pleading  in  the  name  01  humanity,  which 
had  about  as  much  effect  as  it  would  have  had  upon 
a  horse,  they  finally  agreed  that  if  the  claimant  would 
accept  this,  he  should  be  free  until  Monday  morn- 
ing, they  then  took  the  poor  man  from  icy"  house, 
and  after  carrying  him  about  the  streets  of  the  city 
for  nearly  two  hours,  the  lawyer,  as  I  am  informed, 
said  to  the  captain  in  very  good  French,  "You  are 
free  to  go,"  and  at  last  the  constable  in  EDglish  said 
the  same. 

I  regret  to  have  to  trouble  your  board  with 
any  complaint,  and  if  this  subject  concerned 
myself  alone  I  should  not  have  done  so,  but 
I  write  this  long  story  to  ask  your  honorable 
board  if  while  our  countrymen  are  spending 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  to  celebrate  the 
victory  obtained  at  Ycrktown,  and  to  entertain  the 
descendants  of  those  Frenchmen  who  aided  so  much 
in  obtaining  our  freedom  and  independence,  shall 
we  in  the  City  of  Boston  allow  such  an  outrage  on 
one  of  these  descendants,  a  stranger  in  a  strange 
country''' 

If  this  is  law  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  is  not 
justice,  and  I  trust  for  the  honor  of  our  city  that  this 
mattei  will  be  investigated,  and  if  the  law  doe;  not 
sustain  Mr.  Cook  he  should  be  made  to  suffer  for 
such  an  arbitrary  exercise  of  his  authority. 
Resp  your  ob't.  servant, 

D.  D.  Kelly. 

BONDS  APPROVED. 

The  bonds  of  Patrick  Barry,  and  others,  consta- 
bles, being  presented,  duly  certified,  were  approved 
by  the  board. 

RESIGNATION  OF  THE    CITY  SOLICITOR. 

The  following  was  received : 

City  Solicitor's  Office,  ) 

Boston,  October   14th,  1881.  | 
To  the  Honorable  the  Cuy  Council  of  Boston. 

In  view  of  contemplated  business  arrangements, 
which  will  make  it  impossible  for  me  to  serve  the  city 
as  City  Solicitor,  I  respectfully  resign  that  office,  my 
resignation  to  take  effect  November  1st.  Thanking 
you  for  the  honor  conferred  by  my  election  to  the 
office  upon  the  leconstiuctinn  of  the  Law  Depart- 
ment during  the  present  year,  I  remain, 
tour  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  Nettleton. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  nominate 
a  successor.    Sent  down. 

REPORTS  FROM  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Finance  Committee: 

Widening  of  Portland  Street. 

Report,  in  part  on  report  of  Joint.  Committee  on 
Streets  in  relation  to  widening  Portland,  South  and 
Kneeland  s  reets,  with  the  following  orders: 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  at  such  a  rate  of  interest 
as  thev  shall  determine,  ,¥300,000,  the  same  to  con- 
stitute a  special  appropriation  for  the  widening  of 
Portland  street  from  Hanover  street  to  Causeway 
street. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  at  such  a  rate  of  interest 
as  they  shall  determine,  $185,000,  the  same  to  con- 
stitute a  special  appropriation  for  the  widening  of 
South  street  from  East  street  to  Kneeland  street. 

Read  once. 


City  Building  on  Back  Bay. 

Report  on  report  of  Joint  Committees  on  Police 
and  Fire  Departments,  with  an  order  authorizing 
the  purchase  of  a  lot  on  the  corner  of  tioylston  and 
Hereford  streets— Recommending  the  passage  of 
said  order,  and  also  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  borrow  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  at  such  a  rate  of  inter- 
est as  theyshall  determine,  the  sum  of  $84,000,  the 
same  to  constitute  a  special  appropriation  for  the 
purchase  of  land  for  city  building,  Boylston  and 
Hereford  streets;  the  certificates  of  debt  issued 
under  this  authority  to  be  made  payable  on  Novem- 
ber 1, 1882,  from  the  taxes  of  1882-83. 

Keferred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Viles,  to  a  spe- 
cial committee  consisting  of  the  Joint  Committees  on 
Police  and  Fire  Departments. 

BACK  BAY  NUISANCE. 

Aldermau  Caldwell  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Health  on  the  order,  referred 
by  the  Common  Council,  to  abate  a  nuisance  on  the 
Back  Bay,  near  Parker  street— That  the  Board  of 
Health  having  caused  said  nuisarce  to  be  abated,  no 
further  action  is  required.  Accepted.  Sent  down. 
ADDITIONAL  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Alderman  CaMwell  offered  an  order — Tbat  His 
Honor  the  Mavor  Se  and  he  hereby  is  authorized  in 
the  name  and  behalf  oJ  the  City  of  Boston  to  release 
f  nd  quit  claim  unto  John  M.  E<mes  and  Henry  B. 
Eaines,  for  a  nominal  consideration,  all  the  interest 
of  the  city  in  a  strip  of  land  in  Ashland,  twenty-five 
feet  wide,  and  described  in  a  deed  from  said  John 
and  Henry,  dated  July  1, 1881,  and  recorded  with 
Middlesex  South  District  Registry  of  Deeds,  lib.  1575, 
fol.  40. 

Alderman  Caldwell— That  strip  of  land  was  bought 
by  the  Water  Board  in  purchasing  land  at  the  new  res- 
ervoir. The  Water  Board  think  they  can  sell  this 
piece  of  land  and  take  another  that  will  be  of  moie 
advantage  to  the  city.  It  is  merely  a  transfer  of  one 
piece  for  the  other.  ' 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Aldermau  Caldwell  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  board : 

Rep  *rts  in  favor  of  granting  permits  on  the  usual 
conditions  to  occupy  stables  as  follows: 

R.  Gardner  Chase,  Dorchester  avenue.  nearCentre 
street,  Ward  24. 

P.  J.  Saunders,  Dorchester  avenue,  near  Com- 
merce street,  Ward  24. 

Jonathan  Keniston,  near  297  Border  street,  Ward  1. 

Daniel  McKenney,  Washington  street,  between 
Lexington  street  and  Madison  avenue,  Ward  25. 

Samuel  S.  Willson,  98  Decatur  street.  Ward  3, 
provided  the  stable  shall  be  used  for  private  pur- 
poses only;  the  letting  of  stable  is  prohibited. 

Severally  accepted. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Alfred 
Rogers  for  leave  to  occupy  stable  on  Third  street, 
south  side,  near  L  street,  Ward  14.    Accepted. 

LYING-IN  HOSPITAL. 
Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  board  re- 
commending that  a  license  be  granted  to  Mary  Dud- 
ley to  keen  a  lying-in  hospital  at  26  Northampton 
street.  Accepted,  and  license  granted  upon  filing 
the  usuai  bond. 

HIGHLAND  RAILWAY. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  and  order  for  hewing  on  Monday,  Nov.  7, 
1881,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  netition  of  Highland  Street  Rail- 
way for  locations  iu  Hampden  and  Northampton 
streets,  Harrison  avenue  and  Springfield  street. 
Passed. 

BRIDGE  CLOSED. 
Alderman  Woolley  offered  an  order— That  Charles 
River  Dridge  be  close  .1  to  all  travel  on  Sunday,  the 
23d  inst.,  from   7  o'clock,  A.  M.,  to  6  o'clock,  I'.  M. 
Passed. 

PERMIT  FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 

Aldermau  Whitten  submitted  a  rtport  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  as  follows : 

Permit  to  erect  and  use  steam  engine  granted  A. 
Waterman,  425  Medford  street,  Cuarlestown.  Ac- 
cepted. 

THE  NINTH  REGIMENT  AND  THE  YORKTOWN  CEL- 
EBRATION. 

Alderman  Curtis  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Armories: 

Report  on  the  order  to  pay  §1200  to  the  Ninth  Keg- 
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iment,  M.  V.  m.,  toward  defraying  the  expenses  in- 
curred by  them  in  visiting  Yorktown— That  they 
are  informed  that  a  sufficient  sum  has  been 
subscribed  bj  private  individuals,  no  farther 
action  is  necessary  on  said  order.  The  com- 
mittee, however,  recommended  the  passage  of  an 
order — That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be  author- 
ized to  make  arrangements  for  entertaining  the 
Ninth  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  in  Faneuil  Hall,  on  the 
return  of  said reigment  from  Yorktown;  the  expense 
not  exceeding  $500,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion tor  armories,    Passed. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Curtis  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Minors'  applications  granted— 1  bootblack,  0  news- 
boys.   Accepted. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  sewers: 

Reports  and  orders  for  hearings  on  Monday  next 
on  the  expediency  of  constructing  sewers  as  follows: 

In  Centre  street,  between  Wise  place  and  Wyman 
place. 

In  Monadnock  st.eet.    Orders  passed. 

Orders  to  construct  common  sewers  as  follows:  In 
Washington  street,  West  Roxburv,  from  Greenwood 
avenue  to  Union  avenue,  and  in   Greenwood  avenue. 

In  Mint1  en  street,  in  Walden  street  and  Heath 
street  between  Minden  and  Walden  streets.  Passed. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

ilderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the  board: 

Order  to  p*y  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occa- 
sioned by  lining  out  streets  as  follows:  Leopold 
Morse  and  Patrick  A.  Collins,  --220  for  land  taken 
in  the  name  of  persons  unknown,  and  the  extension 
of  Essex  street.    Passed. 

PERMIT  FOR  MORTAR. 

Alderman  Viles  ,-ubmitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings  on  the 
part  of  the  board  as  follows: 

Permit  for  druggist's  mortar  granted— Lucy  M. 
Thayer,  corner  Hanover  and  Battery  streets."  Ac- 
cepted. 

CONSTABLES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police  on  the  part  of  the  board,  recom- 
mending the  confirmation  of  Siegfried  Wolffsohn, 
deferred  by  recommendation  of  this  committee.  Ac- 
cepted, and  said  nomination  confirmed. 

PAY  OF  ELECTION  OFFICERS. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  compensation  to  be  paid  to  the 
election  officers  appointed  by  the  Mayor  and  Alder- 
men, under  chapter  192,  of  the  acts  of  1881,  shall  be 
as  follows: 

For  each  day's  service  of  the  person  who  performs 
the  duties  of  a  Warden  or  Inspector  there  shall  oe 
paid  the  sum  of  *5,  and  for  each  day's  service  of  the 
person  who  performs  the  duties  of  Precinct  Clerk 
there  shall  be  paid  the  sum  of  «>7;  .provided  that  he 
completes  his  records  and  returns  the  record  oook 
and  seal  of  his  precinct  in  good  order  to  the  City 
Clerk  before  the  first  day  ot  January  succeeding 
each  municipal  election. 

Election  officers  shall  he  paid  on  or  after  January 
1  annually  on  a  pay  roll  made  up  to  same  date  bear- 
ing the  names  of  such  officers  as  served  at  the  pre- 
ceding State  or  municipal  elections;  provided,  how- 
ever, that  no  clerk  ol  a  precinct  shall  be  paid  until 
he  procures  from  the  City  Clerk  a  certificate,  di- 
rected to  the  Citv  Treasurer,  reciting  that  his  duties 
as  such  election  officer  have  been  satisfactorily  per 
formed. 

For  -ervices  at  special  elections  the  same  rates  of 
compensation  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  elec- 
tion officer*  on  a  roll  to  be  made  up  as  soon  after 
inch  election  as  may  be  convenient  to  the  City  Clerk 
and  Treasurer.  The  ezoense  of  these  services 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  election  expenses. 

Passed. 

WARRANTS  FOR   STATE   ELECTION. 
Alderman  \  lie-  offered  an   order — That  warrants 
be  issued  tor  the  meetings  ot  the  legal  voters  ot  this 
city  within  the  voting  precincts  Of  the  ward-  in  which 
pectfnlly  reside,  on  Tuesday,  the  eighth  dav 
of  November  next,  being  the  Tuesday  alter  tin    first 
Monday  of  -aid  montf ,  at  7% o'clock  A.  M.,  then  and 
there  t/j  give  in  their  ballots  lor   the   following  State 
officers,  viz.'.    A  Governor,  a  Lieutenant  Governor, 
etary,  an  Auditor,  an  Attornej  General]  a 
Treasurer  and   Receiver  General,    also  for  the  re- 
number of  Councillors,  Senators  and  Repre- 


sentatives to  which  this  city  is  entitled;  also  for  the 
following  county  officers:  A  Clerk  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  a  Cleric  of  the  Superior  Court  for 
criminal  business,  and  a  Clerk  of  the  Superior 
Court  lor  civil  business,— ali  the  foregoing  to  be 
voted  for  on  one  ballot,  which  is  to  be  deposited  in 
the  box  provided  for  that  purpose. 

Also,  at  the  same  time  and  place  to  deposit  their 
ballots  m  another  bcx,  of  the  pattern  heretofore 
in  use,  a  ballot  Yes  or  No,  for  the  ratification  or  re- 
jection of  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  Massachusetts,  "to  prevent  the  disfranchise- 
ment of  certain  soldiers  and  sailors  becoming  pau- 
pers,"'adopted  by  the  legislature  of  1880  and  1881, 
and  recited  in  the  57th  resolve  of  the  (General  Court, 
approved  May  6, 1881 

The  polls  to  be  kept  open  until  4%  o'clock  P.M. 

Ordered,  That,  notice  be  given,  pursuant  to  law, 
that  the  registration  of  voters  for  the  purpose  of  said 
election  will  close  on  Tuesday,  the  25th  day  of  Octo- 
ber inst.,  at  10  o'clock  P.  M. 

Severally  passed. 

REQUEST  FOR  ADDITIONAL  APPROPRIATION. 
j\ Herman  Viles  submitted  the  following  (City  Doc 
129): 

The  committee  desire  to  notify  the  City  Council 
that  the  amount  appropriated  for  the  Sewer  Depart- 
ment will  be  exhausted  upon  the  completion  of  work 
now  under  contract;  the  files  of  the  department, 
however,  contain  orders  passed  by  the  Beard  of  Al- 
dermen for  additional  work,  and  petitions  for  sew- 
ers which  the  committee  think  should  be  built  this 
year,  in  justice  to  the  owners  of  property  which  will 
otbei  wise  remain  untenantable. 

A  large  part  of  the  increased  expenditure  will  be 
immediately  returned  to  the  City  Treasury  by  assess- 
ments upon  the  property  benefited. 

The  deficiency  has  been  chiefly  caused  by  an  unex- 
pected outlay  of  $40,000,  in  the  vicinity  of  Hunting- 
ton avenue,  for  the  drainage  of  new  buildings  and 
streets. 

In  accordance  with  the  Rules  and  Orders,  the  com- 
mittee presents  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  al- 
ready made,  and  an  estimate  of  the  amount  which 
can  be  profitably  expended,  if  the  City  Council  deem 
it  expedient: 

For  sewers  built  by  contract #50,000 

'•    repairs  and  cleaning 16,500 

"    materials 19,000 

"    street  drainage 13,000 

•'    salnles,  etc 7,000 

"    drenglng 1.500 

"    miscellaneous  expenses 2,000 

Ke.piired  to  finish  contracts #7,000 

Work  ordered  by  Board  ot  Aldermen.  .18,000 
"    judge    expedient  by  committee. 33,000 
Knnning  expenses  of   department  to 

Hay  1 ,  1881 30,000 

#88,000 

#200.000 
Appropriation 150,000 

Deficiency 850,000 

For  the  Committee, 

Clihtom  Vii.es,  Chairman. 

Alderman  Vi.'es— However  much  theCommittee  on 
Sewers  dislike  to  come  to  the  City  Council  asking  for 
an  additional  appropriation,  after  careful  considera- 
tion they  feel  justified  in  doing  so.  At  the  first  of 
the  year  It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  exact 
amount  of  money  needed.  This  board  know  how 
much  additional  work  has  been  done,  and  how  many 
new  streets  have  been  laid  out,  in  which  sewers  have 
had  to  be  laid,  and  we  feel  obliged  to  come  to  the 
City  Council  and  ask  for  an  additional  appropriation. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Viles  the  report  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

THE  YORKTOWN  CELEBRATION. 

Alderman  Haldeman  offered  the  following: 

Whereas  on  the  20th  of  June  last  an  order  was 
passed  authorizing  His  Honor  the  Mayor  to  extend 
the  hospitalities  i  f  the  city  to  the  representatives  of 
France  who  are  attending  the  ceremonies  at  York- 
town,  and 

Whereas  it  appears  that  certain  distinguished  Ger- 
mans, descendants  of  officers  who  served  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  are  also  attending  the  aforesaid 
ceremonies  as  guests  of  the  nation,  it  is 

Ordered)  That  the  hospitalities  of  the  city  be  ex- 
tended to  the  representatives  of  Germany  who  are 
attending  the  celebration  at  Yorktown,  and  thai  a 
sp<-rial  committee,  consisting  ot  the  Chairman  and 
ruber  of  this  board  and  the  President  and 
two  members  of  the  Common  Council,  be  appointed 
to  act  in  conjunction  with  ihe  Mayor,  in  receiving 
an  1  entertaining  the  representatives  of  Frsnce  and 
G  riuany. 
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Alderman  Haldeman — When  the  original  order 
was  offered,  there  was  no  ineans  of  knowing  the 
number  of  persons  likely  to  come  from  France 
as  descendants  of  Lafayette,  so  that  the  order  was 
necessarily  crude  in  its  wording.  Since  then  it  has 
been  ascertained  that  a  party  consisting  of  about 
thirty  dstingnished  persons,  including  the  German 
descendants  ot  Baron  Steuben,  havearriyed,  and  have 
received  special  attention  in  Philadelphia,  New  York 
City  and  Washington.  Immediately  upon  their  ar- 
rival Mr.  Nathan  Appleton,  on  benalf  of  the  Mayor, 
tendered  them  the  hospitalities  of  this  city.  They 
stated  that  they  could  give  no  idea  of  their  move- 
ments until  after  the  celebration  ?t  Yorktown,  after 
which  some  of  them  will  undoubtedly  visit  Boston. 
As  it  is  possible  that  a  greater  number  will  be  here 
than  was  at  first  expected,  it  is  thought  that  a  proper 
committee  should  be  appointed  to  havecharge  of  the 
reception.    Therefore,  I  have  ottered  the  order. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  9,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Haldeman  offered  the  "following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Police  be 
authorized  to  close  Washington  street,  from  State 
street  to  Sclnol  street,  Tremont  street  from  School 
street  to  Boylston  street,  and  Boylston  street  from 
Tremont  street  to  Arlington  street,  against  the  pas- 
sage of  all  vehicles  on  Saturday,  the  22d  iust.,  during 
the  passage  of  the  military  escorting  the  Governor 
on  his  return  from  Yorktown.  Fassed. 
.LIMITING  EXPENDITURES. 

Alderman  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to 
petition  the  General  Court  at  its  next  session  for  the 
passage  of  an  act  limiting  municipal  expenditures  so 
that  the  amount  raised  by  taxation  in  any  year  for 
municipal  indebtedness  shall  not  exceed  $12.  on  a 
thousand  of  the  assessed  valuation. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Two  years  ago  1  offered  a 
similar  order  in  this  board,  and  called  attention  to 
the  fact  that  tne  act  limiting  municipal  indebtedness 
was  one  of  the  best  laws  ever  passed  by  tne  Massa- 
chusetts Legislature.  But  any  Alderman  can  see, 
by  one  year  s  experience  in  this  board,  that  the  act 
limiting  municipal  indebtedness  is  incomplete  unless 
you  put  a  limit  upon  municipal  expenditures.  Or- 
ders have  come  before  us  this  afternoon  putting  into 
the  tax  levy  a  year  or  two  hence  large  sains  of 
money.  Wnen  I  offered  my  order  two  years  ago  it 
struck  the  members  of  the  board  as  a  novel  and  or- 
iginal idea,  and  on  that  accountl  bclieveit  was  voted 
down.  But  it  is  no  longer  a  novel  or  original  idea; 
it  has  become  a  practical  fact.  The  seed  planted  two 
years  ago  has  taken  root,  and  the  New  York  State 
Legislature  has  taken  steps  toward  limiting  not  only 
municiDal  indebtedness,  but  municipal  taxation.  The 
last  legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York  adopted  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution  applicable  to  any 
city  of — 

"Over  100,000  inhabitants  and  to  any  county  con- 
taining such  city,  by  which  either  county  or  city  is 
forbidden  to  become  indebted  to  a  total  exceeding  10 
per  cent,  of  the  last  preceding  assessed  valuation, 
and  any  indebtedness  above  this  limit  is  pronounced 
absolutely  void;  water  bonds  not  ruuuing  over  20 
years  ard  haying  provision  for  an  adequate  sinking 
fund  are  excepted:  also  certificates  of  indebtedness 
issued  in  anticipation  of  tax  receipts  for  the  current 
year.  The  amendment  further  provides  that  the 
amount  to  be  hereafter  raised  by  tax  for  municipal 
purposesin  any  such  city  or  county,  in  addition  to 
providing  for  principal  and  interest  of  existing  debt, 
shall  not  in  the  aggregate  exceed,  in  any  year,  2  per 
cent,  of  the  assessei  valuatiou.  As  to  cities  and 
counties  which  are  now  indebted  above  ten  per  cent., 
an  annual  decrease  is  enjoined  at  the  rate  of  at  least 
one  per  cent,  on  the  assessed  valuation,  until  the  10 
per  cent,  limit  is  reached." 

Two  per  cent,  in  New  York  is  not  actually  more- 
it  is  even  less— than  twelve  dollars  on  a  thousaud  in 
Boston.  lu  New  York  real  estate  bea's  nearly  all 
the  burden  of  taxation.  In  Boston  a  large  amount 
of  personal  propertj  is  taxed.  It  is  rather  curious 
to  look  at  the  amount  of  personal  property  taxed  in 
New  York  in  comparison  with  that  taxed  in  Boston. 
In  1879,  $184,5-15,002  of  personal  property  was  taxed 
in  Boston;  in  New  York  the  tax  on  personal  property 
in  the  same  year  was  $175,034,055— ten  millions  less 
in  New  York  than  in  Boston.  In  1880  the  personal 
property  taxed  in  Boston  was  .$202,0011,000,  and  m 
New  York  .$201,000,000— more  than  a  million  less  in 
New  Y.  rk  than  in  Boston.  We  all  know  that  two  or 
three  men  in  the  city  of  New  York,  if  we  take 
their  Vanderbilts,  their  Goulds,  and  Astors, 
have  actually  more  personal  property  than  the 
whole  amount  of  the  taxed  personal  proDerty 
of  that  city.  That  is  the  reason  why  the  taxes  on 
real  estate  in  New  York  are  so  comparatively  high. 


I  believe  it  would  be  far  better  for  us  if  we  had  the 
same  way  of  doing  business.  Real  estate  cannot  be 
hidden;  personal  property  can  be  hidden.  Although 
we  tax  a  larger  amount  of  personal  property  than  is 
taxed  in  the  City  of  New  York,  we  tax  but  a  small 
portion  of  it,  because  such  property  is  hidden.  But 
it  appears  to  me  that  without  an  order  such  as  I  have 
offered,  the  rate  ot  taxation  in  the  City  of  Boston  in 
tne  course  of  years  will  be  run  up  to  a  very  high 
figure.  Take  all  the  schemes  now  proposed — and  I 
believe  they  ought  to  be  ac'opted—  Charles  River 
embankment,  South  Boston  park,  Muddy  River 
improvement,  the  Back  h<ay  park,  now  going  on: 
and  the  great  fear  of  our  taxpayers  is  that  if 
these  schemes  are  passed,  "here  wili  be  a  constant 
pressure  on  the  City  Government  to  improve  them  in 
one,  two  or  thrte  years.  That  could  not  be  done  un- 
less Taxation  is  raised  to  a  burdensome  rate.  I  agree 
with  the  Alderman  from  South  Boston  that  if  any  of 
these  schemes  are  adopted  by  the  city,  the  work  of 
improvement  should  go  on  gradually".  He  has  ex- 
pressed that  idea  in  relation  to  the  South  Boston 
park.  But  without  such  a  limit  as  is  proposed  ycu 
will  find  a  constant  pressure  here,  year  after  year,  to 
expend  large  sums  of  money  on  that  park.  Even  now 
the  pressure  exists.  Prominent  citizens  who  live  on 
the  Back  Bay  District  have  been  bsfore  the  Park 
Commissioners  and  urged  upon  them  the  necessity  o  f 
completing  the  Back  Bay  park.  Several  of  them  have 
spoken  to  me  about  it.  I  told  them  I  rea'ly  thought 
they  did  not  know  what  they  were  talkiDg  about. 
Let  the  Park  Commissioners  ask  for  the  amount 
of  money  that  is  wanted  to  cmiplete  that  park 
and  it  would  frij  bten  the  members  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil and  the  taxpayers.  There  have  beeD  expended 
on  that  park  so  far  $795,000,  and  there  remains  an 
unexpended  batauce  of  appropriated  money  $258,000. 
The  City  Council  has  already  appropriated  over  a 
million  dollars  for  that  park,  and  the  completion  ot 
it  will  cost  many  nv'llions  more.  Yet  the  citizens  of 
the  Back  Bay  are  urgiDg  its  immediate  completion. 
It  is  an  impDsslbility.  Without  such  an  act  as  this 
order  proposes,  I  believe  the  immediate  completion 
of  all  these  improvements  will  be  constantly  pressed 
upon  the  City  Government.  There  is  another  fact 
that  I  wish  the  Aldermen  would  consider.  The  ac- 
tual cost  of  borrowing  a  million  and  a  half  of  money 
to  fix  these  improvements,  or  at  least  to  take  the 
land  to  make  them,  is  not  burdensome.  Boston  could 
float  a  million  and  a  half  dollars  to-day  for 
$60,000  a  year.  Well,  $60,000  a  year  would  be 
ten  cents  on  $1000  of  our  valuation — merely  a  dollar 
a  year  for  a  man  who  is  assessed  at  $10,000,'  and  $10 
for  a  man  assessed  at  $100,000.  So  you  see  the  fixing 
of  these  improvement'.,  will  cost  the  City  of  Boston 
but  a  small  amount  of  money.  But  it  should  be  un- 
derstood that  after  you  take  the  land  and  make  pro- 
vision for  it,  the  work  of  improvement  should  go  on 
gradually,  and  cover  a  long  period  of  years,  so  that 
in  no  one  year  should  the  tax  levy  be  burdensome. 
Well,  nosy,  $12  on  $1000,  besides'  providing  for  the 
interest  on  our  debt,  See.,  would  fix  that  limit  ai 
abi:ut  $15  on  $1000.  I  do  not  believe  that  taxation  in 
Boston  in  ans  one  year  ought  to  be  more  than  $15  ou 
$1000.  If  I  had  my  way  I'wouldcutit  down  to  $13, 
and  have  that  amount  the  limit.  The  uneasiness,  so 
far  as  it  appears  to  me,  in  the  public  mind  about 
these  schemes,  is  that  taxation  iu  Boston  for  a  loug 
period  of  time  is  going  to  range  very  high,  because 
the  completion  of  all  these  improvements  pro- 
posed will  cost  so  large  a  sum  of  money.  If  a  law  of 
this  kind  were  passed  1  thiuk  it  would'  relieve  these 
fears;  it  would  give  business  men  some  stability,  and 
they  would  feci  that  in  no  one  year  would  taxation 
be  over  $15  on  $1000;  it  would  give  stability  to  our 
manufacturing  business. because  manufacturers  might 
settle  here  and  feel  that  in  no  one  year  would  taxes 
be  over  $15  on  $1000.  I  merely  call  attention  to  these 
facts  in  order  that  Aldermen  may  look  into  them, 
and  I  ask  to  have  the  order  go  over,  as  I  said,  when  I 
introduced  it  two  years  ago,  it  was  new;  but  it  is  no 
longer  new,  one  State  legislature  having  adorned  it. 
If  it  was  presented  to  the  Massachusetts  Legislature 
I  have  no  doubt  they  would  see  its  merits  and  pass 
an  act  similar  to  the  one  asked  for. 
The  order  went  over. 

INVESTIGATION  OF  POLICE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Alderman  Whitten  —  Some  four  months  ago  a 
special  committee  was  appointed  to  investigate  cer- 
tain charges  against  the  Police  Commissioners.  I 
would  like  to  ask  if  they  are  ready  to  report,  oi 
wheu  they  will  report. 

The  Chair — The  same  question  was  asked  in  the 
Council  last  Thursday.  The  committee  have  been  very 
diligent  all  summer,  n  spite  of  the  many  obstruc- 
tions '.hey  have  met  with,  and  we  hope  we  are  getting 
to  the  end,  so  that  we  can  report  before  many  days. 

Ad.journed,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley.  ' 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council. 

OCTOBER   aO,    J 881. 


Regular  meeting,  Andrew  J.  Bailey,  President,  in 
the  chair. 

The  Council  was  called  10  order  at  8.47  o'clock 
P.  M.,  a  quorum  being  present. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Report  on  lirts  and  alarms  for  September.  Placed 
on  hie. 

Report,  no  farther  action  required,  on  the  subject 
of  the  abatement  of  the  Back  Bay  nuisance.  Ac- 
cepted in  concurrence. 

Order  to  release  and  quitclaim  to  J.  M.  &  H.  B. 
Eames  the  interest  of  the  city  in  a  strip  of  land  in 
Ashland,  twenty-live  feet  wide.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence, under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  raotion  of 
Air.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Ward  8. 

Preamble  and  order  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
special  committee  to  act  with  the  Mayor  in  receiv- 
ing and  entertaining  the  representatives  of  France 
and  Germany  who  are  at  present  the  nation's  guests . 
Passed  in  concurrence  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  on  mo'ion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Ward  8;  yeas 
54,  nays  0.  Messrs.  Williams  of  Ward  11,  and  Fitz- 
patrick of  Ward  8,  were  appointed  on  the  committee. 

The  Resignation  of  the  City  Solicitor. 

Reference  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  of  the 
resignation  of  E.  P.  Nettleton  as  City  Solicitor,  with 
instructions  to  nomirate  a  successor. 

Mr.  Huutress  of  Ward  11,  moved  to  amend  the 
reference,  so  that  it  should  be  to  the  Special  Com- 
mitiee  to  nominate  a  City  Solicitor. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9 — I  hope  that  amendment 
will  not  prevail.  I  agree  with  tne  gentleman  thar. 
that  would  have  been  the  proper  committee  toiiave  re- 
ferred the  matter  to  in  the  beginning,  but  it  has  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  oy  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  if  the  amendment  is  adopted 
ii  will  have  to  go  back  for  concurrence,  and  that  will 
postpone  the  meeting-  of  any  committee  which  has 
this  matter  in  charge.  As  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Nettleton  is  to  take  effect  on  .Nov.  1st,  it  is  very  short 
notice,  and  it  is  very  important  to  have  the  vacancy 
tilled  as  soon  as  possible.  Although  I  agree  with  the 
gentleman  that  reference  is  the  proper  one  to  have 
been  made,  yet  I  hope  tor  the  reasons  given  that  the 
amennment  w  11  not  prevail- 

\lr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  desire  to  ma'<e  a 
technical  objection  to  the  amendment,  that  the  com 
nrttee  to  nominate  a  City  Solicitor  appointed  in  Jan- 
uary has  no' only  expired,  their  report  having  been 
made  and  accepted,  but  also  that  the  present  office  of 
City  Solicitor  is  not  the  same  tor  which  that  nomi- 
nating committee  was  appointed  to  find  a  candidate. 
Since  that  time  we  have  virtually  abolished  the  o  u 
office  ot  City  Solicitor  and  created  a  subordinate  offi- 
cer with  that  title,  and  have  created  the  office  of  Cor- 
poration Counsel,  which  is  at  least  equal  to  one-half 
the  old  office  of  City  Solicitor.  I  also  object  to  the 
amendment  for  the  reason  suggested  by  Mr.  Park- 
man,  that  it  is  desirable  to  proceed  to  fill  the  vacan- 
cy as  soon  as  possible.  I  hope  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  War<i  11  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Huntress  of  Ward  11— I  only  desire  to  put  my- 
self on  record  in  this  matter,  and  want  to  ask  if  it 
has  been  the  custom  in  this  Council  to  believe  that 
nominating  committees  expire  a3  soon  as  they  make 
their  report.  I  have  been  informed  that  last  year, 
when  the  City  Engineer  resigned,  the  nomination  of 
a  new  City  Engineer  was  referred  to  the  same  Nomi- 
nating Committee.  I  al«o  remember  that  when  the 
office  of  Corporation  Coui.sel  was  established  the 
nomination  was  referred  to  the  committee  which 
nominated  a  City  Solicitor.    I  supposed  that  was  the 

Erecedent  to  be  followed,  and  I  simply  desire  to 
now  if  it  should  be.  I  only  desire  to  put  myself 
upon  record  in  tlris  matter,  believing  that  the  riguts 
oi  committees  should  be  respected. 

The  amendment  was  declared  rejected.  Mr.  Emery, 
of  Ward  18,  doubted  the  vote,  and  the  Council  was 
divided,  12  tor,  21  against.  Mr.  Huntress  doubted 
the  vote,  and  on  his  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered.  The  amendment  was  rejected,  yeas  24,  nays 
31: 

Yeas— Beal,  Brimbecom,  Child,  H.   Clapp,  H.  B. 


Clapp,  Cotton,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Fisk,  Folau 
Ford,  Freeman.  Hart,  Huntress,  Lauten,  J.  A.  Mc. 
uaughlin,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Pope,  Swan,  Viles,  Welch 
Wheeler,  Williams- 24. 

Nays— Barry,  Bartlett,  Conlin,  Connell,  Cosfello, 
Cummings,  Daly,  Dana,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty, 
Farwell,  Fitzpatrick,  Harding,  Hilton,  Maguire, 
Matthews.  McNamara,  Means,  Mullett,  Murphv, 
Parkman,  Powers,  Pratt,  Pray,  Quigley,  Rogers, 
Rosnosky,  Teevan,  Wakelield,  Walsh,  Whitmore— 31. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Bigelow,  Bowker,  Boyle, 
Brown,  Cronin,  Denney,  Devlio,  Go^e.  Greenough, 
Hosley,  Lovell,  McCormick,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  P. 
Morrison,  Smith,  Wharton — 16. 

The  Council  concurred  in  the  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  with  instructions  to  nomi- 
nate.   Mr-  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration.  Lost. 

RULES  AND  ORDERS  OF  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Council  considered 
the  amended  Rules  ano  Orders  of  tbeCommou  Coun- 
cil, City  Doc.  121. 

The  followiug  order  was  passed: 

Ordered,  That  the  rules  and  orders  set  forth  in  City 
Document  121,  of  1881,  be  and  the  same  hereby  are 
adopted  as  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  Common 
Council  till  otherwise  ordered. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  a  reconsideration.    Lost. 

ARNOLD  ARBORETUM. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  in  order 
that  he  might  move  to  take  from  the  table  the  um- 
tion  to  reconsider  the  vote  whereby  were  rejected 
the  orders  for  the  taking  of  Arnold  Arboretum  for  a 
public  park;  for  the  purchase  or  taking  of  adjoin- 
ing lands  for  the  same  purpose;  and  for  a  loan  of 
.$00,000  for  paying  for  said  adjoining  lands. 

Mr.  Whitmore — It  the  reconsideration  prevails  I 
shall  move  to  refer  the  whole  matter  to  a  special 
committee  of  the  Common  Council.  It  has  been  rep- 
resented to  me  by  several  gt-ntlemen  that  they  voted 
against  the  order  at  the  last  meeting  because  tb*re 
were  some  items  in  the  agreement  with  Harvard 
College  which  they  thought  were  not  desirable.  As 
this  has  never  been  considered  by  a  special  commit- 
tee. 1  think  we  will  be  better  able  to  come  to  an 
agreement  after  bearing  such  a  report. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21 — This  may  be  just  as  good  a 
time  as  any  other  to  make  cm-  remark.  The  gentle- 
man f'n  on  Ward  12  assumes  and  states  that  the  Ar- 
nold Arboretum  has  not  had  sufficient  consideration 
from  anv  committee.  The  Committee  on  Public  Parks 
is  a  special  commitiee  of  this  City  Council,  has  been 
in  existence  since  the  beginning  of  this  year,  and 
some  of  its  members  have  been  on  that  same 
committee  for  a  considerably  longer  term  than  thai, 
have  made  special  examina'ion  ot  the  question  ami 
have  all  the  facts  and  propositions  in  relation  to  it 
which  any  committee  of  this  Coui.cil  cam  get  at. 
That  committee  made  a  report  early  in  the  year  rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  an  order  relating  to  the 
Arnold  Arboretum.  That  order  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  was  reported  back  by  them 
to,  and  is  now  before  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  It 
wi'l  probably  come  up  for  action  at  some  early  day 
in  the  future,  and  will  ultimately  come  before  u*. 
That  order  differs  from  the  one  before  us;  the  Com- 
mittee on  Parks  stand  ready  to  explain  it  and  \>\v? 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  any  proper  roformaticr 
he  may  ask  for  on  this  floor.  The  proper  thing  to  do, 
with  all  deference  to  the  other  members  here,  i»  to  let 
this  matter  rest  where  it  is  uutil  that  order  comes  from 
the  other  branch;  then  let  the  Council  take  its  choice 
betweeu  the  two  orders,  and  if  they  are  not  satisfied 
with  what  the  Committee  on  Public  Parks  can  do, 
let  them  refer  it  to  a  special  committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore— As  this  matter  is  likely  to  can** 
debate,  I  withdraw  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule, 
and  will  renew  it  later  in  the  evening.  I  do  not  yvisb 
to  suspend  the  regular  business  of  the  Council. 

[The  subject  was  considered  later  in  the  session.] 
PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

By  Mr.  Bartlett  of  Ward  15— Petitions  of  Henry- 
Guild  and  others  for  leave  to  erect  a  building  for 
mechanical  purposes  on  the  line  of  Stony  Brook,  in 
the  rear  of  Araory  street,  and  about,  opposite  its 
junction  with  Coduiau  avenue.  Referred  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  S"rvey  and  Inspection  ot  Build- 
ings. 

Petition  of  Lyman  Lock  to  be  compensated  foi- 
persoual  injuries  received  by  his  wife  and  for  injuries 
to  his  vehicle  from  an  obstruction  in  Commercial 
street,  Dorchester,  Oct.  9th,  1S81.  Referred  to  Joint 
i  'omuiittee  on  Claims. 

STREETS. 

Mr.  Lauten  submitted  the  following  from  the  joint 
Committee  on  Streets: 
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Report  that  the  order  requesting  the  Street  Com- 
missioners to  widen  Curve  street  to  fifty  feet  ought 
nut  to  pass.  Consideration  of  the  acceptance  of  the 
report  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at 
8  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  of 
Ward  12. 

D-Street  Extension. 
The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets,  who 
were  authorized  by  au  order  passed  April  10th,  1881, 
to  contract  for  raising  the  graae  of  the  Old  Colony 
&  Newport  Railroad  and  building  the  necessary 
bridge  ami  abutments  over  tne  line  of  D  street  ex- 
teijaed,  for  the  sum  of  §35,000,  respectfully  repre- 
sent tnat,  in  consequence  of  the  great  advance  in 
prices,  the  es;iinates  for  the  work  exceed  the  above 
sum,  and  it  will  be  necessary  10  increase  the  amount 
before  the  improvement  can  be  commenced.  The 
committee,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  following  orders. 

For  the  Committee, 

Albert  F.  Lauten. 
Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets  be  authorized  to  contract  with  the  Old  Col- 
ony &  Newport  Railroad  Company  for  raising  the 
grade  of  said  road  and  building  the  necessary  bridge 
and  abutments  over  the  line  of  D  street  extended, 
the  expense  not  exceeding  $45,000.  to  tie  charged  to 
the  special  appropriation  for  extending  D  street. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  April  30,  1881,  au- 
thorizing the  Committee  on  Streets  to  contract  for 
raising  the  erf .de  of  the  Old  Colony  &  Newport  Rail- 
road and  building  the  bridge  and  abutments  over  the 
line  of  I)  street  extended,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
rescinded. 

The  orders  were  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and 
Mr.  Lauten  moved  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  24— At  the  meeting  of  the 
Committee  on  Streets  before  the  last  ous,  I  was  pres- 
ent. I  am  somewhat  interested  in  this  matter  and 
have  inquired  into  it  prett\  thoroughly.  At  my  sug- 
gestion a  nttte  further  investigation  is  made,  and  the 
meeting  of  the  committee  held  to-day,  but  having 
been  out  of  the  State  for  a  week  I  was  unable  to  be 
present.  I  am  anxious  to  inquire  a  little  more  into 
the  tacts  of  this  case.  In  order  that  I  may  be  fur- 
ther acquainted  with  why  the  ex  ra  ten  thousand 
dollars  should  be  appropriated,  I  ask  the  Council  to 
defer  voting  upon  this  question  to-night,  that  the 
committee  may  perhaps  lie  of  one  mind. 

On  motion  of  Air.  Clapp,  of  Ward  24,  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to 
the  licit  meeting  at  eight  and  a  half  o'clock  f.  M. 
Commonwealth  Avenue  Extension. 

Ordered,  Tiat  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Streets  be  authorized  to  contract  for  building  au 
iron  bridge  on  Commonwealth  avenue,  over  the  out- 
let of  the  Bask  Bay  Park  pond;  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  special  appropriation  for  Common- 
wealth Avenue  Extension. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and  Mr 
Lauten  moved  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Uoherty,  of  Ward  7,  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

Mr.  Gove,  of  Ward  1,  asked  the  necessity  for  sus- 
pending the  rule. 

Mr.  Lauten— If  we  suspend  the  rule  and  pass  the 
order  we  can  make  the  contract  and  the  work  will 
proceed.  If  we  do  not  hasten  the  passage  of  the 
order  the  work  may  not  be  done  this  year. 

The  Council  refused  to  suspend  the  rule,  and  the 
order  went  over 

PESALTY   FOR   EXTINGUISHING     STREST   LIGHTS. 

Mr.  Whitmore.  of  Ward  12,  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance, 
To  Amend  an  Ordinance  in  Regard  to  Street*. 

Be  it  Ordained,  &c. 

Section  1.  Sec'ion  14  of  the  Ordinance  in  regard  to 
Street*,  ai  printed  on  page  776  of  tie  printed  edition 
of  A.  1).  1876,  is  hereby  amended  by  adding  these 
words:  "  tVhoever  shall  maliciously  extinguish  or 
diminish  any  light  fixed  in  accordance  with  sections 
13  and  14  of  this  ordinance,  during  any  night,  shall 
be  liable  to  a  line  of  not  less  than  ten  dollars  nor 
more  than  titty  dollars." 

Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
THE  CLOSING  OF  CITY  HALL. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an  order— That 
His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  empowered  to  order  City 
Hall,  or  the  offices  contained  therein,  and  all  other 
public  offices,  to  be  closed  for  any  period  not  exceed- 
ing one  day  at  a  time,  whenever  he  deems  sunn  action 
expedient.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
ARNOLD    ARBORETUM. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  move  to  take  from 
the  table  the  matter  in  regard  to  the  Arnold  Arbore- 
tum.   I  have  conferred  with  the  gentleman  from 


Ward  21,  and  I  thiDk  I  can  answer  the  matter  to 
which  he  refers.  If  the  matter  is  taken  from  the 
tabic  and  the  reconsideration  prevails,  I  will  explain 
the  reasons  for  sending  it  to  another  committee. 

Mr.  FitzDatrick  of  Ward  8 — I  hope  that  motion 
will  not  prevail.  I  think  this  matter  ought  to  be  left 
just  where  it  is,  so  as  to  give  members  ffho  voted 
against  it  at  the  last  meeting  plenty  ot  time  to  look 
into  it.  As  the  gentleman  from  Ward  2i  has  stated, 
the  report  of  the  cooiuiitte^  wi  1  come  to  us  in  full 
within  a  short  time,  and  by  then  the  members  will 
have  become  informed  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  desire  to  correct  a  state- 
ment n<  idea  moment  ago  in  regard  to  the  orders 
now  pending  before  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  It  is 
true  the  Park  Committee  reported  an  order  relating 
to  this  matter,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance  The  committee  included  in  their  re- 
port everything  else  except  the  Arnold  Arboretum, 
as  I  rind  after  having  my  attention  called  to  it  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12.  Why  the  committee 
omitted  to  report  upon  that  subject,  I  do  no'  under- 
stand, and  I  do  not  know  that  anvbody  here  is  ready 
to  explain  it.  So  I  do  not  wish  any  gentleman  to  be 
influenced  by  my  statement  thH  the  subject  is  pend- 
ing before  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  as  it  was  not  cor- 
rect. But  inasmuch  as  that  order  was  so  essentially 
different  from  the  order  introduced  by  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Ward  12,  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance ought  to  have  considered  it  and  givju 
us  a  report  upon  it,  as  well  as  upon  the  other  orders 
referred  to  tbem.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  recon- 
sideration, hut  instead  of  referring  it  to  a  special 
committee,  I  hope  the  Council  wilt  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  to  be  considered  in  connec- 
tion with  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Parks.  City  Doc.  93  of  this  year. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  Council  paid  sufficient 
attention  to  what  was  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  21  to  notice  tbe  fact  that  there  is  no  oth  r  re- 
port on  the  Arnold  Arboretum  to  come  before  this 
Council.  This  order  caine  from  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee. We  tried  to  pass  it;  we  did  not  have  a  sufficient 
number  of  votes — only  3fi.  This  is  precisely  the  amount 
thatthe  Park  Committeeasked  for.  If  wereconsider 
the  last  vote,  the  subject  will  stand  as  if  no  action 
had  been  taken;  when  it  gets  to  th»t  point,  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  and  desirous  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  21,  who  was  not  here  when  the  matter 
came  up,  should  give  his  reasons  why  it  should  be 
considered  with  the  other  park  matters,  and  I  am 
willing  to  say  why  it  should  go  to  ?nother  committee. 
At  all  events  1  think  the  friends  and  opponents  of 
the  measure  will  say  it  ought  to  be  settled  now.  Let 
us  undo  what  was  done  at  the  last  meeting,  and  let 
it  stand  as  if  it  had  just  come  from  the  Finance 
Committee.  Let  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  give 
some  reason  for  further  postponement,  and  I  will 
try  to  convioce  the  Council  that  it  should  go  to  a 
special  committee.  One  step  or  the  other  should  be 
take-.  It  was  laid  upon  the  table  at  the  last  meeting 
purely  for  tactical  reasons,  btcause  there  was  only  a 
majority  voting  in  favor  and  not  the  requisite  forty- 
eight  votes.  To-nigbt  is  the  proper  time  to  undo  that 
action  so  that  it  shall  stand  as  the  report  of  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  coming  to  us  for  the  first  time.  I 
think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  will  agree  with 
me  that  one  of  two  courses  should  be  pursued,  if  we 
do  not  intend  to  pass  it  to-nighl ,  either  refer  it  to 
another  committee,  or  assign  it  to  the  next  meeting. 

The  subject  was  taken  from  the  table.  The  recon- 
sideration prevailed  and  the  question  came  upon  the 
passage  of  the  orders. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  to  refer  those  orders, 
which  come  from  the  Finance  Committee,  to  a  special 
committee  of  the  Ccmmon  Council.  I  must  decline 
to  agree  with  the  gentleman  who  represents  tbe  Park 
Committee  as  to  Ihe  fact  that  it  has  been  satisfac- 
torily considered  by  that  committee.  I  have  no 
doubt  the  individual  members  of  the  committee 
know  a  good  deal  about  it,  tut  unfortunately  this  has 
been  considered  as  one  of  those  unfinished  schemes 
which  need  not  he  reinvestigated.  The  reason  I  offer 
the  motion  to  refer  is,  that  a  member  of  the  Council 
said  to  me  that  there  is  great  objection  to  the  agree- 
ment proposed  between  the  City  of  Boston  and  the 
President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  University,  as 
contained  in  the  report  of  the  Park  Conimissioiers, 
City  Doc.  118, 1880,  which  was  reprinted  this  year; 
that  the  conditions  were  such  that  he  could  not  agree 
to  them,  and  did  not  think  it  was  good  for  the  City 
of  Boston  to  do  so.  That  was  a  valid  reason  for  his 
declining  to  vote  for  the  Arnold  Arboretum.  It  is 
for  the  purpose  of  having  the  subject  fully  consid- 
ered that  I  ask  to  have  it  referred  to  a  special  com- 
mittee; and  also  for  this  other  reason :  the  Arnold 
Arboretum  apparently  has  not  one  friend  in  the 
Committee  on  Parks.    I  say  it  has  never  been  prop- 
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erly  handled  by  the  Committee.on  Parks  in  any  year. 
It  lias,  been  used  merely  as  a  make-weight  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  some  other  scheme.  If  any  one 
refers  to  the  committee's  report  of  this  year,  he 
will  see  that  they  endorse  the  Arnold  Arboretum 
with  weak  praise,  and  do  not  give  this  Council 
reason  to  know  whether  it  is  a  good  or  a  bad  scheme. 
Mow,  sir,  no  scheme  for  parks  has  received  so  much 
tavor  from  the  general  public  as  the  Arnold 
Arboretum.  1  donot  profess  to  understand  the  merits 
of  any  other  park  sjheme,  aDd  know  very  little  about 
this.  But  here  is  a  proposition  which  is  endorsed  by 
th1;  Park  Commissioners;  it  was  received  so  favorably 
bv  the  legislature  that  an  act  has  been  passed  allow- 
ing us  to  make  an  agreement  with  the  corporation  of 
Harvard  College,  and  which  perhaps  will  givo  us  an 
opportunity  to  know  what  the  expense  of  keeping  a 
park  is.  These  are  the  reasons  why  I  shall  vote  tor 
the  Arnold  Aiboretum,lwbfcn  I  might  vote  against 
any  other  scheme  for  a  park.  It  is  almost  a  finished 
park  m  itselt.  I  am  not  the  champion  of  this 
measure,  but  have  seen  that  it  is  a  scheme  which  ap- 
parently offered  us  a  pars  for  the  least  money.  Hav- 
ing brought  the  measure  up  at  the  last  meeting,  and 
being  responsible  in  a  degree  for  the  handling  of  it 
in  its  passage,  1  find  a  good  aud  sound  objection  in 
the  mind  of  a  member,  which  cannot  be  answered. 
It  seems  to  me  this  memorandum  of  the  terms  of 
agreement  ought  to  be  looked  into  afresh  from  the 
present  point  of  view  of  the  Council.  That  is  the 
reason  I  think  it  ought  to  go  to  a  special  committee. 
I  tlrnk  I  bftroy  no  confidence  wheD  I  say  that  the 
gentleman  who  raised  the  objection  is  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Ward  21.  I  believe  that  other  members  have  raised 
the  same  ooint.  Instead  of  sending  it  to  the  Park 
Committee,  which  I  think  Mr.  Pratt  would  not  insist 
upon,  or  laying  it  upon  the  table,  we  shall  try  to 
meet  the  objections  against  the  scheme  raised  by  Mr. 
Smith.  I  want  to  convert  that  gentleman  if  I  can, 
and  I  do  not  know  of  any  wa.y  of  nieeting  his  argu- 
ment so  proper  as  to  have  a  special  committee.  If 
they  report  that  tie  agreement  is  not  a  proper  one,  a 
new  one  can  be  made. 

Mr.  Rosnosky,  of  Ward  16,  moved  to  adjourn. 
Declared  carried. 

Mr.  Child,  of  Ward  17,  doubted  the  vote,  and  the 
Council  was  divided— 29  for,  26  against. 

Mr.  Whitnjore  asked  for  a  verification  by  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered.  The  motion  to 
adjourn  was  'ost— yeas  29,  nays  29: 

Yeas— Bartlett,  Bowker,  H.  B.Clapp,  Coulin,  Con- 
nell,  Costello,  Cotton,  Daly,  Dana,  C.  F.  uoherty,  I. 
Doherty,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Gove,  Harding,  Lau- 
ten,  Maguire,  Mathews,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J. 
McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Means,  Murphy,  Powers, 
Pray,  Rogers,  Rosnosky,  Teevan,  Welch — 29. 

Mays — Barry,  Beal,  Brimbecom,  Brown,  Child, 
H.  Clapp,  Cummings,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Ford, 
Freeman,  Hart,  Hilton,  Huntress,  N.  M.  Morrison, 
Mullett,  Park  uan,  Pope,  Pratt,  Quigley,  Smith, 
Swan,  Viles,  Wakefield,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Whit- 
more,  Williams — 29. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Bigelow,  Boyle,  Cronin, 
Denney,  Devlin,  Farwell,  Fisk ,  Greenough,  Hosley, 
Lovclli  McCormick,  P.  Morrison,  Walsh— 13. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  gentlemen  are  now  willing 
to  send  this  to  a  special  committee.  The  reference 
is  not  intended  to  be  in  the  slightest  degree  a  censure 
upon  the  Park  Committee.  From  the  conversation 
around  among  members  I  am  sure  there  is  good  rea- 
son for  making  special  inquiry  into  the  terms  of  this 
proposed  agreement  with  Harvard  College. 

Mi .  Pratt  of  Ward  21—1  have  no  objection  to  the 
reference  to  a  special  committee,  trusting  that  they 
will  make  a  speedy  investigation,  and  report  in  good 
season.  I  was  about  to  state,  until  the  gentle-nan 
from  Ward  12  asserted  the  contrary  so  vigorously, 
that  the  Committee  on  Parks  had  fully  considered 
the  subject.  For  the  purpose  of  testing  the  sense  of 
the  Council,  I  move  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not 
press  that  reference.  This  is  a  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee od  Finance.  If  it  is  merely  recommitted  with- 
out instructions,  they  could  only  report  the  order 
again.  As  a  financial  order  it  is  all  right,  and  needs 
no  further  action  from  that  committee.  If  we  give 
them  any  instructions  it  must  go  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  for  concurrence.  A  special  comuittee 
may  consider  all  the  objections  to  the  agree- 
ment, and  in  two  weeks  report  back  anv  necessary 
changes  or  alterations.  The  Chair  can  select  suf- 
ficient lawyers  hereto  have  the  agreement  carefully 
scrutinized.  Any  member  who  has  objections  to 
offer  can  go  to  that  committee  and  present  tbem. 
Some  gentleman  may  have  objections  which  could  be 
settled  if  there  was  a  chance  to  confer  with  the 
President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College.     The 


special  committee  would  go  to  the  President  and 
Fellows  of  Harvard  Co  lege  and  ask  tbem  what  that 
agreement  meant.  If  we  want  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee to  do  that  work,  it  will  require  to  be  concurred 
in  bv  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21—1  hope  this  will  be  referred 
to  a  special  committee.  I  voted  against  the  order  at 
the  las  meeting  for  the  simple  reason  that  I  did  not 
understand  this  memorandum.  It  is  not  clear  to  me 
now.  I  believe  we  ought  to  havea  special  committee 
to  inquire  what  is  the  meaning  of  the  memorandum, 
and  what  the  City  of  Boston  is  to  get  out  of  it. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11 — I  hope  this  will  be  re- 
ferred to  a  special  committee.  We  have  had  one  re- 
port fr'm  the  Committee  on  Finance,  who  have  not 
taken  all  the  merits  of  the  measure  into  account.  For 
instauce,  the  college  has  a  lund  something  over  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars, — I  think  about  a  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,— the  whole  income  of 
which  is  to  be  spent  on  this  property,  the  advantage 
of  which  the  city  w'll  get.  I  have  not  yet  seen  any 
report  in  which  mention  is  made  tt  that  fact.  If 
such  is  the  fact,  it  will  be  all  the  more  advantageous 
to  us.  We  should  have  a  report  from  a  special  com- 
mittee, who  can  place  this  subject  more  clearly  be- 
fore us  than  any  committee  having  it  in  charge  have 
done. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23—1  was  very  sorry  this 
matter  came  up  la^t  week  in  the  absence  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  ou  Parks,  and  also  when 
it  was  known  there  were  not  enough  oresent  to  pass 
it.  I  was  very  much  suprised  at  the  vote  this  order 
received.  I  took  it  for  granted  that  all  the  members 
of  this  Council  understood  this  Arnold  Arboretum 
matter  in  the  manner  that  I  did.  My  understanding 
has  been  backed  up  by  my  living  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  this  proposed  park.  I  am  satisfied  that 
all  the  members  of  the  Council  do  not  understand 
it.  1  am  satisfied  that  the  Committee  on  Parks  un- 
derstand it  and  are  unanimously  in  favor  of  it.  I 
know  that  the  Finance  Committee  are  unanimously 
in  favor  of  it.  In  order  that  the  Council  may  be 
belter  posted  upon  this  matter,  I  really  hope  it  will 
be  referred  to  a  special  committee.  If  such  a  com- 
mittee is  appointed  and  they  look  into  the  suoject 
as  carefully  as  its  importance  requires,  I  believe  that 
this  noble  plan  and  order  will  receive  the  unanimous 
vote  of  this  Council. 

Mr.  Prait  withdrew,  the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Fi 
nance  Committee. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  a  special  committee  of  the 
Common  Council  prevailed.  The  President  ap- 
pointed Messrs.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12,  Pratt  of 
Ward  21,  and  Hart  of  Ward  18. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  it  was  voted  that  the 
committee  be  increased  to  five. 

Mr.  Pratt— With  a  high  appreciation  of  the  horor 
conferred  upon  me,  I  wish,  sir,  most  respectful!}  to 
request  you  to  name  somebody  else  in  my  place  and 
excuse  me  from  serviug  upon  the  committee. 

The  President — The  Chair  hopes  the  gentleman 
wiU  not  tender  his  resign  if  ion.  The  Chair  appointed 
the  committee  after  due  consideration,  including  the 
gentleman  who  favored  the  Arnold  Arboretum,  a 
gentleman  from  the  Park  Committee  and  a  gentleman 
of  the  Finance  Committee.  It  seems  to  me  if  those 
gentlemen  can  agree  upon  a  report,  it  will  be  what 
the  Council  desire. 

Mr.  Pratt; — I  have  much  committee  work  to  attend 
to.  I  have  been  over  this  matter  so  many  times, 
and  understand  it  sufficiently  well  for  all  practical 
purposes  here,  that  I  think  some  other  member 
should  be  put  upon  the  committee.  I  think  the 
object  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  in  this  propo- 
sition which  has  met  with  the  approval  of  the  Coun- 
cil, has  been  all  through  to  get  this  matter  as  far  re- 
moved from  the  Committee  on  Parks  as  possible.  I 
trust  the  Chair  will  uot  appoint  any  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Parks  upon  this  committee. 

Subsequently  the  President  announced  the  com- 
mittee as  follows:  Messrs.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12, 
Freeman  of  Ward  10,  Hart  of  Ward  18,  Cummings 
of  Ward  10,  and  Clapp  of  Ward  24. 

The  President  read  the  following: 

Boston,  Oct.  20, 1881. 
Hon.  Andrew  J.  Bailey,  President  of  the  Common 

Council. 

Dear  Sir,— It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  transmit 
to  you  the  enclosed  resolution  adopted  by  our  associ- 
ation, which  contains  upwards  of  a  hundred  educated 
physicians,  who  are  interested  in  all  matters  pertain- 
ing to  the  health  and  welfare  of  our  citizens. 
I  beg  to  remain,  very  sincerely, 

Fred.  B.  Percy,  Sec'y. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Boston  Homoeopathic  Medical 
Society,  held  October  20th,  1881,  the  following  reso- 
lution was  unanimously  adopted : 
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Resolved,  Chat  this  society  heartily  endorse  the 
proposed  plan  "f  enlarging  the  so-called  Arnold  Ar- 
boretum, and  rendering  it  accessible  to  the  citizens 
of  iii eti iii,  tor  purpoiefa  of  instruction,  health  and. 
pleasure;  and  would  urge  upon  the  City  Govern- 
ment to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to 
secure  to  this  citj  at  so  small  a  cost  an  institution  of 
such  great  value. 

Referred  to  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Arnold 
.Arboretum. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10  offered  an 
order— That  the  City  Messenger  be  directed  to  pro- 
vide carriages  on  Thursday  next  for  a  visit  by  the 
member*  of  the  Common  Council  together  with  the 
Park  Cull  missioners  to  the  Arnold  Arboretum.  The 
expense  attending  the  same  io  be  charged  to  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  the  Common  Council. 

The  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and  Mr. 
Wheeler  moved  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Pratt  suggested  that  the  Committee  on  Public 
Parks  already  haa  directions  to  arrange  for  a  visit  to 
the  park  sites,  and  could  attend  to  this  matter  with- 
out the  passage  of  the  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Firzpatrick,  of  Ward  8,  the  order 
was  indefinitely  postponed. 

STONY  BROOK. 

Mr.JBrown  of  Ward  23  offered  an  order— That 
His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  anthorized  to  convey  to 
Patrick  Median,  by  a  quit-claim  deed,  satisfactory 
to  the  corporation  counsel,  a  strip  of  land  five  feet 
wide,  bordering  upon  Stony  Brook,  upon  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  the  Committee  on  Stony  rtrook 
may  deem  best  for  the  interests  ot  the  city. 

Air.  Brown  explained  that  Mr.  Median  desired  to 
build  a  wall  m  connection  with  his  building,  and  it 
was  for  the  interest  of  the  city  to  quit  claim  the  land 
to  him,  as  it  would  save  expense  to  the  city. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  f  the 
rule,  and  a  recousideratio    refused.    Sent  un. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  READING  FOR  THE  PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  Child,  of  Ward  17,  called  up  the  past  assign- 
ment, viz.: 

Order  for  the  supply  of  supplementary  reading  to 
the  Public  Schools,  at  an  expense  of  $1000,  with  pro- 
posed amendment  to  put  the  matter  in  the  hands  of 
the  School  Committee  instead  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Public  Library. 

Mr  Child  of  Ward  17 — This  plan  for  introducing 
supplementary  reading  into  the  Public  Schools  was 
devised  by  the  Librarian  of  the  Public  ljbrary  of 
the  City  of  Boston.    It  has  been  tried  under  his  aus- 

tices,  and  under  the  eyesight  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
ibrary,  who  have  given  the  matter  consideration, 
and  reported  favorably  upon  it  to  the  School 
Committee.  The  School  Committee  have  fully 
considered  it,  and  acted  upon  it  favorably.  An 
order  was  introduced  litre  a  number  of  weeks 
ago  to  carry  the  plan  into  effect:  it  was  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Library,  by  them 
considered  and  reported  favorably.  A»  originally 
drawn  the  oruer  contemplated  giving  the  charge  of 
the  fund  of  one  thousand  dollars  for  the  purchase  of 
books  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library.  Onjec- 
tion  ha-  luen  made  that  matters  relating  to  th>-  Pub- 
lic Schools  should  be  under  the  charge  of  the  School 
Committee,  and  therefore  an  amendment  has  been 
proposed  placing  the  appropriation  in  charge  of  the 
School  Committee.  It  seems  tome  the  matter  has 
been  sufficiently  considered,  and  the  Council  have 
had  plenty  of  time  to  understand  it.  I  hope  the 
amendment  will  be  adopted,  and  the  order  passed. 

Mr.  Williams  ot  Ward  11 — I  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  prevail,  and  at  tbe  same  time  I  think  the 
order  ought  to  pass.  The  object  of  this  order  was  not 
clear  to  me.  and  since  tne  last  meeting  of  the  Coun- 
cil I  have  had  a  chance  to  find  out  more  thoroughly 
about  it.  It  eems  that  last  winter,  in  the  Wells 
School,  a  plan  was  tried  of  having  a  number  of 
books  from  tbe  Public  Liiirary  for  the  use  of  the 
upper  classes.  They  were  read  under  the  direction 
of  the  teachers  there,  and  m  connection  with  their 
school  work.  The  plan  wa-  iery  successful,  and  is 
carried  on  again  this  year  It  was  desired  to  extend 
that  plan  to  other  schools  besides  the  Wells 
School.  It  was  considered  best  to  put  the  control 
of  those  books  in  the  band-  of  the  Trustees  of 
the  Public  Library.  They  will  be  sent  from  one 
school  to  another  as  they  are  needed,  and  tbe  ex- 
pense of  having  different  set*  for  each  school 
will  lie  avoided.  After  the  bonks  are  read  in  one 
school  they  can  be  used  in  another.  It  was  also  de- 
sired Ui  encourage  the  use  of  the  Public  Library  by 
the  upper  classes  in  the  public  schools.  It  was  con- 
sider- d  that  this  could  be  better  done  by  directing 
their  attention  to  certain   lines  of  books  which  are 


considered  desirable,  so  that  they  would  get  a  taste 
for  good  reading,  rather  than  to  turn  them  loose  up- 
on the  library  to  read  novels  and  anything  they  might 
fancy.  The  cider  to  appropriate  $1000  was  offered 
so  that  the  library  authorities  might  get  a  certain 
n  umber  of  good  books,  which  would  be  practically 
tor  the  exclusive  use  of  the  schools,  and  form  a  col- 
lection by  themselves  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Ward  8,  moved  to  adjourn. 
Declared  carried. 

Mr.  Clapp,  of  Ward  24,  doubted  the  vote,  and  the 
Council  was  divided,  27  for  and  17  against. 

Mr.  Wharton  doubted  the  vote,  and  on  his  motion 
the  yeas  and  nay  i  were  ordered. 

The  Council  refused  to  adjourn,  yeas  21,  nays  2] : 

Yeas — Bartlett,  Bowker,  Brimbecom,  Brown,  Con- 
lin,  Connell,  Costello,  Cotton,  Dana,  J.  Doherty, 
Eday,  Farwell,  Fitzpatnck,  Gove,  Maguire,  Math- 
ews,' Means,  Mullett,  Murphy,  Rosnosky  Wake- 
field.—21. 

Nays — Barry,  Beal,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp, 
Cummings,  Dudley,  Emery,  Ford,  Freeman,  Hart, 
Huntress,  Packman,  Pope,  Pratt,  Swan,  Viles, 
Wharton,  Wheeler,  Whitmore,  Williams — 21. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Bigelow,  Boyle,  Crouin, 
Daly,  Denney,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Fisk,  Folan, 
Greenough,  Harding, Hilton,  Hosley,  Lauten,  Lovell, 
McCormack,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin, 
McNaniara,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P.  Moirison,  Powers, 
Prav,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Smith.  Teevan,  Walsh, 
Weich— 29. 

Mr.  Pratt — I  wish  to  say  in  regard  to  the  matter 
under  discussion  that  I  am  very  glad  the  motion  to 
adjourn  did  not  prevail.  This  matter  ot  supplemen- 
tary reading  for  the  public  schools  is  one  to  which 
the  Council  ought  to  address  itself  in  earnest  and  not 
seek  to  shun  by  a  premature  adjournment.  It  has 
been  quite  well  explained  this  evening  by  tbe  gentle- 
men from  Wards  11  and  17.  It  was  attempted  to  be 
explained  by  me  on  a  previous  occasion,  but  I  find 
that  several  members  do  not  understand  the  bearings 
of  this  order,  and  simply  t  restate  them  as  concisely 
as  I  can  and  wilt  make  these  few  remarks.  The  pro- 
position which  this  order  seeks  to  put  in  form  did 
not  originate  with  the  School Commit'ee  or  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Public  Library.  It  origininated  with  cer- 
tain very  intelligent  gen  clemen  who  had  experimented 
with  this  kind  of  instruction  for  young  people  with 
great  success,  who  tried  it  with  great  success  in  one 
of  our  public  schools,  and  then  brought  it  before  the 
School  Committee  and  Trustees  of  the  Public  Libra- 
ry and  got  both  of  those  boards  interested  in  it.  It 
is  not  a  part  of  the  regular  work  of  either  of  those 
departments.  It  is  not  a  part  of  the  Public  School 
Department  because  it  Is  not  intended  to  proviae  ad- 
ditional instruction  in  the  public  schools.  It  is  not 
a  part  ot  the  work  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Public 
Library,  because  it  is  not  proposed  to  increase  the 
circulation  as  it  is  properly  and  commonly  designa- 
ted of  the  Public  Library  by  the  passage  of  this 
order.  It  is  not  to  enable  the  Trustees  of  the  Libra- 
ry to  spend  any  more  money  in  the  Public  Library 
as  such  than  they  are  spending  now.  It  is  a  prop- 
osition to  enable  the  Trustees  of  the  Library, 
ami,  as  has  been  suggested,  has  been  agreed  to  by 
the  School  Committee  and  by  tbe  private  gentlemen 
interested  in  this  enterprise,  and  by  the  Trustees  of 
the  Public  Library,  and  thought  by  all  to  be  most 
suitable— to  put  into  the  hands  of  these  gentlemen  as 
trustees,  so  to  speak,  the  means  by  which  they  can 
carry  on  this  instruction— if  you  please  to  call  it  in- 
struction—by supplementary  reading.  It  perhaps 
belongs  more  nearly  t  the  Public  Library  than  to 
the  school,  although  it  is  intended  to  be  a  connecting 
link  between  the  public  schools  and  the  library.  For 
instance,  it  is  desired  to  place  in  tbe  bands  of  the 
punils  and  master  of  one  of  the  schools,  a  number  of 
copies  of  the  drama  of  "Hamlet."  Where  shall  they 
obtain  those  copies?  They  have  books  enough  to  buy 
in  connection  with  their  regular  school  duties.  The 
School  Committee  has  expense  enough  on  account 
of  school  affairs  now.  So  tar  as  their  school 
studies  proper  are  concerned,  these  scholars 
have  euorgh  to  do  now,  but  they  might  be 
interested  to  take  up  a  tragedy  like  "'Hamlet," 
study  it  as  a  work  of  art,  study  it  intelligently  and 
critically,  and  become  educated  in  that  way,  and  at 
the  same  time  be  very  much  enterlaineu  and  inter- 
ested. Now  tbe  proposition  is  that  the  Public  Li- 
brary sliall  have  not  only  one  or  two  copies  of  that 
play  in  the  library  if  necessary,  and  that  the  masters 
and  scholars  shall  be  aule  to  go  there  and  take  those 
books  for  the  purnose  ot  studying  them  in  this  wav 
and  then  return  them  when  they  get  through.  The 
scholars  will  use  those  books  all  the  more  eagerly 
and  to  better  advantage  because  it  is  not  a  part  of 
the  school  duty  imposed  upon  them  by  the    School 
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Committee;  because  it  is  a  voluntary  thing  on  their 
part,  they  will  go  to  the  Public  Library  to  find  the 
reference  books  to  enlighten  them  and  make  more 
interesting  and  profitable  their  study  of  tnose  books. 
It  is  tor  the  purpose  of  teaching  tne  more  advanced 
scholars  in  the  public  schools,  who  wish  to  learn 
something  of  literature  as  an  art,  and  getting  ;hem 
interested  in  the  uses  of  the  library  as  an  instrument 
or  workshop  for  education,  if  vou  please  to  call  it  so, 
to  learu  how  to  find  and  use  proper  books  for  the 
acquisition  of  knowledge  and  cultivate  their  taste, 
that  this  proposition  is  brought  forward.  It  was 
very  well  drawn  in  the  first  order.  That  was  the 
suggestion  of  several  heads.  But  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12 — I  have  great  respect  for  him,  and  some- 
times I  think  he  ought  to  be  designated  as  the  cob- 
bler oC  the  Council,  because  however  elegant  a  boot 
comes  into  the  Council  Chamber,  he  is  never  ready 
to  let  it  pass  through  until  he  has  put  his  particular 
patch  upon  it.  Now  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
has  satisfied  himself  that  the  substance  of  this  order 
ought  to  pass,  but  in  order  that  he  may  get  his  par- 
ticular patch  upon  the  shoe  he  wants"  to  strike 
at  the  library,  or  he  wauts  to  strike  at  the 
particular  designation  of  the  fund,  and  have 
it  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  schools.  What 
is  the  effect  of  that  amendment?  It  does  not 
change  the  effect  of  the  order  bo  far  as  this  Council 
or  the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  are  concerned 
as  official  bodies.  But  it  does  change  the  thing  in 
one  aspect:  it  robs  it  of  one-half  its  use.  If  there  is 
anything  acternptei  to  be  doue  under  that  amend- 
ment, it  make  it  appear  to  the  scholars  that  an  ther 
harden  has  been  heaped  upon  tnem  by  the  Schoo 
Committee,  that  there  's  another  task  for  them  to  go 
through.  It  is  just  as  if  the  faculty  were  to  take  the 
only  voluntary  debating  society  at  a  college  and 
maiie  it  a  part  of  the  curriculum,  when  half  the  effect 
of  it  would  be  lost.  That  is  exactly  the  effect  this 
amendment  will  have  upon  the  order.  I  say  let  it 
go  jupt  as  recommended  by  the  School  Committee, 
the  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library,  and  by  every  one 
else  who  has  taken  any  interest  in  the  matter  except 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  Let  the  order  stand 
just  as  it  ought  to  be,  that  the  masters  and  scholars 
who  avail  themselves  of  its  provision  and  privi'eges 
shall  do  so  of  their  owu  voluntary  will  and  pleasure. 

Mr.  Means  of  Ward  20 — I  am  rather  friendly  to 
this  order,  an  i  perhaps  under  other  circumstances  I 
would  like  to  make  a  long  speech  in  its  favor,  but  it 
has  been  said  that  "the  fairest  flowers  are  born  to 
blush  unseen  and  waste  their  sweetness  on  the  desert 
air."  That  seems  to  be  the  appearance  of  this  Coun- 
cil to-night.  I  would  ask  thj  President  whether 
there  is  a  quorum  present. 

The  President— There  is. 

Mr.  Means— I  would  ask  to  have  the  roll  called. 

The  President — There  is  no  m  tion  to  that  effect. 
The  Chair  is  satisfied. 

Mr.  Means— I  make  that  motion. 

The  President— That  motion  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Me  ins— I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Whltmore  of  Ward  12—1  have  only  one  state- 
ment to  mak"  unon  this  matter.  I  do  not  propose  to 
imitate  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  by  inflicting 
names  upon  other  members  of  the  Council.    Perhaps 

.night  or  might  not  be  so  fortunate  in  taking  up 
judicious  ones  for  them.  I  take  exception  to  the 
statement  which  he  has  made,  that  I  have  altered  my 
views  in  regard  to  this  matter;  inasmuch  as  he  not 
only  made  that  statement,  but  has  gone  out  of  his 
way  to  make  this  matter  a  little  personal,  I  propose 
to  give  the  Council  a  few  facts  in  regard  to  the  real 
meaning  of  this  order.  I  had  made  up  my  mind 
not  to  say  anything  and  to  let  it  go  along, 
not  because  I  had  changed  my  mind,  but  be- 
cause personal  solicitations  of  prominent  citizens  had 
appealed  to  my  good  nature.  The  tru  e  fact  about 
this  is,  that  it  is' a  mere  whim  of  one  of  the  city  offi- 
cials who  had  better  attend  to  his  own  business;  and 
not  go  outside  of  the  proper  discharge  of  his  duties 
to  meddle  with  matters  which  do  not  belong  to  him. 
I  mean  to  say  that  this  is  a  pet  whim  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Public  Library.  Instead  of  devoting 
his  time  and  attention  to  the  interests  of  the  Public 
Library,  tor  some  time  he  has  been  taken  up  with 
the  idea  of  carrying  out  a  special  matter,  a  whim  of 
his  own,  which  started  in  a  little  country  school,— I 
don't  know  but  it  was  a  Sunday  school,  but  I  think 
it  was  in  Chelsea  that  he  started  this  interesting 
idea,— of  taking  hal  -a-dozen  children  and  giving 
them  instruction  in  literature.  No  doubt  it 
was  a  very  good  thing  for  a  country  village, 
with  very  little  to  occupy  their  attention.  But 
it  is  a  serious  matter  when  this  is  to  be1  foisted 
upon  the  City  Government,  when  we  are  to  take  up 
the  idea  that  it  shall  be  introduced  in  our  Public 
Schools.    1  want  it  understood  that  the  parents  or 


guardians  of  these  children  are  obliged  to  suppor  t 
them  while  attending  school,  and  everv  unnecessary 
grace  added  to  the  cost  of  tuition  by  any  action  of 
ours  is  going  to  be  unfortunate  for  the  children  in 
after  life.  I  say  it  is  time  to  look  into  this  qu<.stiou 
and  consider  its  merits.  Now  I  shall  explain  to  the 
Couucil  what  is  wanted  and  desired  in  tnis  matter, 
as  I  have  it  direct  from  the  Superintendent  himself. 
They  are  going  to  take  the  City's  money — not  neces- 
sarily as  a  part  of  the  school  course,  for  they  have 
not  enough  cheek  yet  to  call  UDonusfor  it — and  they 
propose  to  use  the  time  and  labor  of  the  City  offi- 
cials iu  the  Public  Library,  because  the  Superintend- 
ent is  the  one  who  wauts  to  carry  out  this  idea. 
What  does  it  amount  to?  I  had  the  benefit  of  an 
hour's  statement  from  the  Superintendent  as  to  what 
is  intended  to  be  done.  It  simply  amounts  to  giving 
these  children,  graduates  of  our  grammar  schools, 
an  idea  about  how  to  understand  literatare.  As  the 
Superintendent  explained  it  to  me,  the  child  is  not 
only  to  understand  a  novel,  but  is  to  compare  it  with 
the" whole  field  of  literature.  As  he  explained  it  to 
me,  the  child  is  to  be  able  to  tell  why  one  of  Walter 
Scott's  novels  is  a  good  one,  and  why  one  of  the  last 
dime  novels — like  "Billy,  the  Kid,"  as  a  friend  sug- 
gests to  me — is  a  poor  one. 

Mr.  Kosuoslcy  desired  Mr.  Whitmore  to  repeat  his 
last  statement. 

Mr.  Whitmore  declined  to  yield  the  floor,  and  re- 
ferred Mr.  Rosnossy  to  the  reporter's  notes.  Mr. 
Whitmore  continued — Tne  course  as  explained  to  me 
by  the  gentleman  was  this :  They  take  up  the  ques- 
tion, What  is  a  poem?  What  is  a  drama?  The  whole 
class  is  sent  out  to  get  copies  of  this  book,  or  it  is  sent 
to  them;  then  they  are  to  read  it  and  come  together 
and  talk  about  what  they  think  of  th  e  characters,  and 
say  why  did  the  hero  do  so,  and  why  didn't  he  do 
otherwise.  It  is  a  nice  recreation,  but  I  say  it  is  not 
one  which  the  City  of  Boston  should  be  called  upon  to 
encoarage  as  being  worthy  the  consideration  of  the 
scholars  in  their  position  as  scholars.  As  I  have  al- 
ready said,  this  is  merely  a  whim  of  a  gentleman  who 
has  tried  it  under  different  circumstances.  Out  in  a 
village  it  is  different  from  a  city;  everybodv  is  inter- 
ested; people  are  iu  the  habit  of  havingthe  little  sew- 
ing circles,  receptions  and  everything  of  that  kind.  I 
want  the  Council  to  consider  thesystem  as  presented  to 
us.  These  are  the  children  in  our  grammar  schools, 
whose  parents  or  guardians  are  pinching  themselves 
to  give  them  an  education.  They  are  mistaken,  per- 
haps, in  thinking  it  is  going  to  be  a  benefit  to  them. 
Now  I  appeal  to  this  Council,  can  it  be  right  or  rea- 
sonable that  when  a  child  is  educated  at  the  expense 
of  the  public,  that  such  a  course  should  be  taken? 
These  taxes  have  to  be  paid  by  Individuals.  The 
public  are  willing  to  pay  for  the  education  of  the 
children,  but  it  is  intended  that  they  shall  be  taught 
things  which  a'e  useful,— the  multiplication  table,  a 
reasonable  amount  of  arithmetic,  and  the  necessary 
branches  which  children  cau  afford  to  learn.  But 
on  top  of  all  this  which  is  taught  in  our  public 
schools  is  to  be  put  tuis  new  quirk.  Give  a 
child  "Ivanhoe"  or  any  of  Scott's  novels,  make 
him  spend  an  hour  or  two  every  week  studying 
it,  and  then  meeting  his  associates  to  talk  it 
over.  I  say  it  is  unreasonable  to  give  an\  thing  of 
that  kind  to  the  children  in  our  public  schools.  It 
would  be  as  absurd  for  us  to  send  it  into  our  public 
-ehools  as  it  would  be  to  teach  our  girls  lace-inaking. 
Two  hundred  years  ago  that  would  have  been  well, 
because  they  could  have  made  their  living  by  it. 
That  would  be  no  worse  than  teaching  them  these 
more  finical  points  about  what  constitutes  good  liter- 
ature and  what  does  uot.  It  is  for  that  reason  that  I 
object  to  the  whole  scheme.  Wlienit  came  up  in  the 
first  place  I  thought  it  was  unwise  and  unreasonable, 
but  still  as  it  was~desired  by  one  or  two  prominent 
gentlemen  to  try  the  experiment,  I  said  a  thousand 
dollars  would  not  be  much,  and  I  was  willing  to  let  it 
go  through.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  17  proposed 
an  amendment  to  meet  an  objection  made  by  me, not  to 
cobble  the  order,  but  to  get  the  boot  on  the  right  foot, 
because  the  expenditure  was  not  charged  to  the  right 
appropriation.  If  I  do  make  those  technical  objec- 
tions, nine  times  out  of  ten  the  Council  adopts  my 
suggestions.  That  is  the  kind  of  cobbling  somebody 
has  got  to  do.  When  any  gentleman  sees  anything 
wrong  I  hope  he  will  rise  in  his  place  and  get  the 
matter  in  proper  form  before  it  is  passed.  T:is  or- 
der was  brought  In  in  the  form  authorizing  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Public  Library  to  do  a  thing  not  prescribed 
in  the  ordinance  iu  regard  to  the  library.  More  than 
that  it  was  to  be  done  by  a  complicated  arrangement 
between  the  two  departments.  More  than  that  I 
would  ask  the  gentleman  what  is  the  meaning  of  the 
proposition  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  School  Board, 
that  they  were  goiog  to  appropriate  $1000  for 
this    purpose?      The    reports    in    the    newspapers 
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are  brief,  but  1  understood  there  was  a  motion 
to  appropriate  $1000  referred  to  a  coiDmittce.  If 
the  School  Committee  are  willing  to  call  this 
is  a  part  of  the  system  of  education,  let  them 
do  it.  If  they  apply  to  us  for  $1000  to  carry  it  out,  I 
am  willing  to'let  thetu  do  it  if  they  desire  to  face  the 
public  and  sav  it  is  wise  to  try  the  experiment.  But 
I  do  pot  think  it  is  wise  to  force  this  matter  into  the 
schools  as  a  mere  whim  of  the  Superintendent  ot  the 
Public  Library.  I  agree  to  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  17  because  it  entirely  ignore* 
any  connection  with  the  Public  Library  except  iu  so 
far  aB  the  Superintendent  of  the  Library  might  be 
willing  to  give  up  his  time  out  of  office  hours  to  car- 
ry it  ou'.  The  reason  he  wanted  it  to  go  into  tie 
lianas  of  the  Public  Library  was,  as  explained  to  me, 
that  the  Trustees  were  to  use  their  influence  to  buy 
the  book  cheaply,  aixl  use  the  appliano-s  of 
the  horary,  provided  for  other  purposes,  to 
box  up  tiie  book*  and  send  them  around  to 
the  schools.  Now,  sir.  I  say  that  every  dollar  v,e 
have  appropriated  for  the  public  Library  should  be 
used  for  that  purpose.  We  ought  not  to  saddle  this 
expense  upon  the  library  o  doing  up  these  bundles 
and  sending  them  from  school  to  school.  We  ought 
not  to  bother  the  officials  in  the  library  with  these 
various  appliances  going  to  and  coming  from  the 
schools  and  teachers.  Somebody  has  work  to  do 
voluntanlj ,  and  if  it  is  not  done  voluntarily  it  oueht 
to  be  done 'outside  of  the  library.  I  would  not  have 
said  a  word  ou  this  subject  had  I  not  been  assailed. 
I  am  willing  to  vote  for  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Childs.  i  am  willing  to  spend  §1000  to  allow  the 
School  Committee  to  go  on  with  this  wild-goose  plan. 
I  do  not  thiuk  ihe  School  Committee  will  take  the 


responsibility  for  it.  But  1  do  not  think  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Library  ought  to  be  allowed  to  take 
the  appliances  of  the  library  to  carrv  out  a  matter 
which  belongs  to  the  School  Committee. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — The  gentlemen  from  Ward  25  re- 
quested me  this  evening  to  take  his  place  in  case  of 
a  debate,  and  therefore  I  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr,  Pratt  and  Mr.  Child  both  desired  an  opportu- 
nity to  reply  to  Mr.  Wbituiore,  and  hoped  the  main 
question  would  not  be  ordered. 

The  main  question  was  declared  not  ordered.  Mr. 
Kosnosky  doubted  the  vote  and  the  Council  was 
divided,  4  for,  28  against.  A  quorum  not  having 
voted,  the  President  ordered  the  roll  to  be  called 
with  the  following  result: 

Present— Barry,  Bartlett,  Beal,  Brown,  Child, 
H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Cummings,  Dana.  Dudley, 
Eddy,  Emery,  Farweil,  Ford,  Freeman,,  Hart, 
Huntress,  Maguire,  Parkman,  Pope,  Powers,  Pratt, 
Swan,  Viles,  Wakefield,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Whit- 
more,  Williams — 28. 

Absent— Bigelow,  BowKer,  Boyle,  Brimbecom, 
ConJin,  Connell,  Costello,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Daly, 
Denny,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Fisk, 
Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Gove,  Greenough,  Harding, 
Hilton,  Hosley,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Mathews,  McCor- 
mick,  J.  A.  McLaugbliu,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  Mc- 
Namara,  Means,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P.  Morrison,  Mul- 
lett,  Murphv,  Powers,  Prav,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Ros- 
nosky, Smith,  Teevan,  Walsh,  Welch— 43. 

A  quorum  not  being  present,  the  President  de- 
clared the  Council  adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
OCTOBER    34,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderuiau 
O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  BEFEBBED. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  end  lnspec- 
tion  of  Buildings— W.  W.  Cain  &  Son,  to  erect  a 
wooden  addition  to  woodea  building  ou  Temple 
street,  near  Sanlord  street,  Ward  24. 

A.  Zeigler,  to  erect  a  wooden  addition  to  building 
ou  rear  of  89  and  91  Fyncbon  street,  Ward  21. 

To  tki-  Joint  Committee  on  Claims — Elisabeth  Me- 
Cullough,  for  damages  lor  personal  injuries  caused 
by  falling  on  an  icy  sidewalk  on  Court  street  ou  Dee. 
5,  1880. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers— Wm.  Murray  &  Sou, 
for  a  sewer  in  Cedar  street,  between  Laurel  and 
Bartlett  street.  Charlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines— Son  Eng- 
land Smelting  Co.,  to  erect  and  use  a  furnace  for 
melting  meiai  on  .Chelsea  street,  near  Eagle  street, 
East  Boston. 

To  the  Committer  on  Lamps— Henry  J.  Barnes  ami 
others,  for  arrest  lamps  in  the  passageway  in  rear  of 
Commonwealth  avenue  and  Marlboro'  street. 

Daniel  Seaverns.  for  street  lamps  on  Terrace 
avenue,  Ward  23. 

Thomas  Welch  and  other?,  that  Madison  street, 
Ward  24,  be  lighted. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board— Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  fol- 
lows: 

Simon  P.  Humphrey,  old  wooden,  6  additional 
69  Bower  street*.  Ward  21. 

George  G.  Fox,  old  wooden.  1  horse,  Lynde  street, 
near  M "Washington  street.  Ward  5. 

Frank  Wood,  new  wooden,  3  horses,  Ocean  street, 
rear  Alban  street.  Ward  24. 

Frank  Hubert,  new  wooden,  2  horses,  12  Heath 
place,  Ward  21. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armortee — Co.  A,  5th  Regi- 
ment. M.  V,  M.,  that  heating  apparatus  be  provided 
for  their  armory. 

Co.  A,  1st  Regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  for  an  appropiia- 
tion  of  $500  for  uniform  closets  and  repairs  in  their 
armory . 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving — Freeman  Smith  and 
others,  for. plank  walk  ou  Blue  Hill  avenue,  between 
and  Abbot  streets,  and  on  Wales  street  be- 
tween  Abbot  anil  harvard  streets. 

.John  T.  Hicks  and  others,  for  flagging  crossing 
across  Main  street  and  Hancock  square,  Charles- 
town. 

W.  S.  Buruhani  and  others,  that  Clifton  street  be 
out  in  order. 

Wm. Manning  and  others, for  cross  walks  on  Albany 
street,  between  "Northampton  and  Pike  streets. 

John  B.  O'Brien  and  others,  for  a  cross  walk  on 
Charles  street. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  in  front  of  estate  of  Arthur 
H.  Nichols,  on  Moreland  street. 

Petitions  for  edges  tones  ami  brick  sidewalks  in 
front  of   estate-  of   Timothy  Ahern,  99  Buith  street. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of 
Geo.  EL  W<d!s,  Coleman  and  Bellevue  streets:  L.  L. 
Fuller,  on  Jtclle  avenue,  corner  isurney  street .;  S.  M. 
.Merrill,  205,  207  and  209  Newbury  street;  Charles 
W.  Freeumd,  279  and  281  Beacon  soeet. 

PBTITION  FOB  STEAM  ENGINE. 
A  petition  was  received  from  the  New  England 
Smelting  Co.,  for  leave  to  erect  and  use  a  stationary 
engine  on  Chelsea  street,  near  Eagle  street. 
East  Bo-ton.  An  order  of  notice  was  passed  for  a 
hearii  g  thereon  on  Mondav,  Nov.  14,  at  4  o'clock, 
P.  M. 

1IEABINGS. 

Ob  petition  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  en- 
gine boiler  ol  eight  horse-power,  by  Michael  Dundon, 
On  Keyts  s  wharf,  Chariestown.  No  objection-.  Ke- 
ferreo  ! o  Committee  on  steam  Engines, 

On  U"tu?es  of  intention  to  construct  sewers  on  Vlo- 
nadnock  street,  ami  in  Centre  street,  between  Wise 
place  ami  Wyman  price.  No  objections.  Recom- 
mitted to  Committee  on  Sewers. 


EXECUTIVE   APPOINTMENTS. 

Officers  to  make  complaints  in  cases  of  violation  of 
the  ordinance  adopted  under  authority  of  chapter 
283  of  the  acts  of  1866:  Chase  Cole,  Charles  E.  Tur- 
ner, George  M.  Felch,  George  Murphy, , lames  Brag- 
don,  Dennis  Moore,  Abraham  M.  Leavitt,  Samuel 
Mjlntosh,  Edward  F.  Mecuen,  William  Sullivan, 
Jeremiah  M.  Swett,  James  P.  Leeds,  Charles  S. 
Woohndale,  Sumner  P.  White,  Kichard  W.  Walsh, 
Warren  J.  Stokes,  Hannibal  F.  Ripley,  Edwin  R. 
Smyth,  Warren  A.  Wright.    Severally  confirmed. 

Election  Officers 
To  hi!  vacancies  caused  by  resignations: 

Ward  1,  Precinct  3 — George  E.  Young.  26  White 
St.,  Warden,  R.;  Michael  F.  D'Arcy,  182  Princeton 
St.,  Clerk,  D.;  Charles  D.  Tisdale.  124  Trenton  St., 
DeD.  Waiden,  R. 

Ward  2,  Precinct  1— Alfred  N.  Prr  ctor.  179  Web- 
ster st.,  Clerk,  R.  Precinct.  2— Charles  S.  Copeland, 
55  Webster  St.,  Warcen,  R.;  John  H.  Clarke,  127 
Decatur  st.,  Dep.  Warden,  R. 

Ward  4,  Precinct  1— George  A.  Easter,  362  Bunker- 
Hill  st.,  Warden,  D.;  Isaac  Cibbs,  9  Meadsr.,  In- 
spector, D.;  Tobias  Beck,  116  Bartlett  st.,  Dep.  Insp. 
D.  Precinct  2-Jonn  Flanagan,  379  Bunker-Hnl  si, 
Clerk.  D.;  John  Snllivau,  16  Charles  St.,  Dep.  Clerk, 
D.  Precinct  3— Patrick  Coyle,  Arlington  ave.,  War- 
den, D.;  Wm.  L.  Welch,  10  Cook  st.  couit,  Dep. 
Warden,  D. 

Ward  5,  Precinct  1 — John  Reed,  6  Union  court, 
Clerk, D. 

Ward  6,  Pre.-inct  1— Charles  Downer,  193  Salem 
St.,  Dep.  Warden,  R. 

Ward  8,  Precinct  3— R.  Heury  Gardner, 401  Charles 
St.,  inspector,  R.;  Daniel  J.  Scanlan.  2  Leverett 
avenue,  Dep.  Clerk,  D. 

Ward  9,  Precinct  1 — James  B.  McKenna,  7  Phil- 
lips St.,  Clerk,  D.;  John  Callarn,  5  North  Grove  St., 
Dep.  Cleik,  D.;  John  T.  Lusk,  42  North  Anderson 
St.,  Insp.,  D.:  John  J.Taylor.  133  Charles  St.,  Dep. 
Insp.,  D.  Precinct  2 — Bernard  F.  Monaghan,  7 
Norih  Grove  St.,  Dep.  Warden,  D. ;  Win.  J.  Deed,  9 
So.  Russell  st.,  Clerk,  D.  Precinct  3— Nelson  G. 
Gaskins,  14  Grove  St.,  Insp'  ctor,  R. 

Ward  10,  Precinct  1— Patrick  J.  Coleman,  9  Ridge- 
way  lane,  Inspector,  D.  Precinct  2 — W.  H.  H.  Bick- 
nell,  4<i  Somerset  at.,  Inspector,  D.  Precincts — Eu- 
gene Babo,  12  Boylston  st. ,  Dep.  Insp.,  R. 

Ward  11,  Precinct  1-  Win.  A.  Gaston,  117  Marl- 
boro' St.,  Dep.  Clerk,  I).;  Precinct  5 -Charles  j. 
Page,  3  Buckingham  St.,  Dep.  Clerk,  R. 

Ward  12,  Precinct  1— John  J.  Wade,  230  Hariison 
ave.,  Dep.  Insp.,  R.  Precinct  2 — Edwin  A.  Millard, 
106  Harrison  ave.,  Den.  Insp.,  R. 

Ward  13,  Precinct  4 — Win  held  8.  (iuttoire,  257 
Broadway,  Warden,  R. 

Ward  14,  Precinct  1— Hugh  Doherty,  396  Broad- 
way, Dep.  Clerk,  R.  Precinct  2— John  A.  Duggan, 
73  G  st.,  Dep.  Inspector,  D. 

Ward  16,  Precinct  4— Richard  Wood,  15  Fay  st., 
Dep.  Inspector,  R. 

Ward  17,  Preciuct  1—  Salmou  P.  Hibbard,  88  Ap- 
pleton  St.,  DeD.  Insp.,  R.  Preciuct  2— Morris  Casev , 
SS  W,  De-lbam  st.,  Dep.  Warden,  D.  Precinct  4  — 
jMicbae1  F.  Hays,  559  Harrison  ave.,  Dep.  Clerk,  D.; 
B.  W.  Dumpsey,  388  Albany  St.,  Cleric,  D, 

Ward  18,  Preciuct  1— Ferdinand  I.  Storer,  132  W. 
Chester  park,  Clerk,  D.  Precinct  2 — Tnomas  J.  Mc- 
Gowin,  49  Pembroke  st.,  Dep.  Warden,  D. 

Ward  19,  Precinct  1— Wm.  Lynde,  Jr.,  53  Kendall 
st.,  Inspector,  R.  Precinct  3— Wilbur  R.  Alley,  35 
Vernon  st..  Dep.  Inspec,  R.;  Lorenzo  F.  Papanti. 
42  Windsor  st.,  Dep.  Warden.  D.  Precinct  4— Thus. 
F.  Slattery,  123  Vernon  St.,  Clerk,  D.;  Thos.  Sprowls, 
1350  Tremont  St.,  Dep.  Clerk,  D. 

Ward  20.  Precinct  1— Hugh  Gilligan,  5  Crosby 
place.  Waid-n,  1). ;  Chas  L.  Buxton,  490  Dudley  St., 
Inspector,  ft.  I'r.  ciuct  3— James  L.  Taylor,  14  W. 
Cottage  -t.,  Inspector,  R. 

Waul  21.  Precinct  2— Wm.  R.  Gray,  13  Regent  st., 
Warden,  D.;  John  Brooks,  41  Regent  St.,  Dep.  War- 
den, I).  Precinct  3— Geo.  E.  Richardson,  3  Cope- 
land  st.,  Clerk,  D.  Precinct  4— Chester  H.  Carruth, 
486  Warren  st.,  Warden,  D.;  Wm.  H.  Forsaith.  78 
Bower  St..  Dep.  Warden,  D. 

Severally  continued. 

THE    WEST   UOXBUBY   PABK. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  M-yor 
transmitting  the  following  resolutions  adopted  at  a 
meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  Highland  district: 

Whereas  the  Park  Commissioners  of  the  city  of 
Bo-ton  have  strongh  and  urgently  recommended  the 
establishment  of  the  West  Roxbury  public  park  as 
the  great  park  for  the  people,  and  set  forth  it-  advan- 
tages in  their  report  to  the  City  Council  as  being  the 
location  that  will  raid'    as   the  chief  park  of  the  C'ty 
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by  reason  of  its  exient,  its  tine  landscapes  and  scen- 
ery, its  superb  views  and  its  central  situation.  It 
possesses  every  element  of  genuine  park  scenery 
within  its  limits,  admirably  disposed  m  tneir  rela- 
tions to  each  other;  broad,  open  stretches  of  undu- 
lating grensward,  woods  and  isolated  copses,  pic- 
turesque elens  covered  with  tangled  undergrowth, 
and  with  an  ample  supply  of  water  from  springs  and 
brooks  for  ornamental  use.  The  landscape  has,  for 
the  most  part,  a  southerly  aspect,  with  a  wide  hori- 
zon line,  cut  by  the  Blue  hills  of  Milton. 

This  reservation  is  worthy  the  highest  skirl  of  the 
landscape  gardener  and  engineer,  under  whose  treat- 
ment it  would  become  a  park  in  the  true  sense  of  the 
word,  and  adequate  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  people 
of  lioston  for  many  years.  Thousands  can  occupy 
its  groves,  hillsides,  and  glades  with  mutual  pleasure, 
and  find  thereby  that  refreshment  and  relief  from 
city  sights  and  sounns  which  rural  surroundings  can 
only  give;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  respectfully  and  most 
earnestly  asks  that  the  Citv  Government  will  take 
favorable  action  upon  the  order  now  before  it  for  the 
purchase  of  the  lands  for  the  establishment  of  the 
proposed  West  Roxbury  park. 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  and  secretaries  are 
hereby  requested  to  communicate  a  copy  of  these 
resolutions  to  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  and  to  each 
branch  of  the  City  Council. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Hersey,  to  the 
Committee  01   Public  Parks. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 
Portland  and  South-street  Widenings. 

Orders  to  appropriate  $300,000  for  widening  of 
Portland  street,  and  $185,000  tor  widening  of  South 
street. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  orders. 

Aldermar.  Viles — I  do  not  know  that  anything  need 
be  said  in  relation  to  those  two  orders.  Both  mat- 
ters have  been  carefully  considered  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Streets  a  long  time.  I  think  the  members  of 
the  board  are  familiar  enough  with  both  suojects  to 
vote  on  the  orders  to-daj .  The  widening  of  Port- 
land street,  as  we  know,  has  been  under  considera- 
tion for  many  years;  the  width  was  established  be- 
fore the  great  fire,  and  several  buildings  have  been 
set  back  on  the  proposed  new  line.  vVe  all  know 
how  much  the  street  is  crowded,  aDd  how  much  it 
needs  widening  to  accommodate  the  travel  to  and 
from  the  depots.  We  also  know  how  the  street  is  in- 
habited at  the  present  time.  1  think  the  board  are 
familiar  with  the  subject  and  will  vote  in  favor  of 
completing  the  widening.  The  widening  of  South 
street  has  been  considered  a  lone  time,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Streets  reported  in  its  favor,  and  the  Finance 
Committee  have  brought  in  an  order  for  the  loan. 

Alderman  Hersey— Bet ere  voting  upon  these  or- 
ders I  should  like  to  have  a  report  trom  the  com 
mittee  in  relation  to  the  widening  of  Kneeland  street. 
It  seems  to  me  it  would  be  useless  to  widen  South 
street  without  widening  Kneeland  street  at  the  same 
time.  The  natural  outlet  for  South  street  is  Knee- 
land street,  and  if  you  widen  one  without  widening 
the  other  you  will  only  increase  the  obstructions. 
Kneeland  street  is  a  great  artery  running  in  front  of 
two  of  the  great  depot?  and  terminating  at  another, 
the  Providence  depot.  I  should  like  to  hear  the  inten- 
tion of  the  committee  in  relation  to  KneelaDd  street, 
before  I  vote  upon  the  widening  of  South  street. 
A  horse  railroad  track  is  already  laid  in  Soutb  street 
and  there  is  already  a  petition  for  the  laying  of  a 
double  track  in  Kneeland  street.  When  the  track  is 
laid  in  Kneeland  street,  and  that  street  widened,  the 
track  in  South  street  will  be  abandoned,  lhe  widen- 
ing can  be  done  cheaper  ana  more  quickly  before 
the  tracks  are  laid  in  Kneeland  street.  I  think  it 
ought  to  bo  done  in  connection  with  the  widening  of 
South  street.  I  believe  we  ought  to  have  a  report 
from  the  committee  in  relation  to  Kneeland  street 
before  we  take  action  on  Soutb  street,  and  I  hope 
the  order  will  go  over  until  we  get  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Kneeland  street. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  hope  these  orders  will  not 
go  over.  The  widening  of  South  street  has  been  con- 
sidered for  many  years.  It  has  been  partially  wid- 
ened already,  and  there  is  no  reason  whv  it  should 
not  be  continued.  Buildings  have  been  put  up  there, 
some  of  them  elegant  ones,  and  if  the  widening  is 
continued  to  the  Old  Colony  depot  we  shall  have  an 
elegant  street.  Most  of  the  travel  from  the  Old  Col 
ouy  depot  comes  up  that  street.  As  I  have  stated 
before,  there  are  13,000  peonle  passing  through  there 
ach  way  da'ly.  Not  only  that,  but  the  people  from 
South  Boston,  and  the  passengers  from  the  new  Bos- 
ton &  Albany  depot  use  that  street  to  a  great  extent, 
besides  the  people  from  the  territory  around  there. 
I  do  not  see  why  the  widening  should  not  be  com- 


pleted now.  It  is  a  proper  thing  to  do,  and  1  canno 
see  why  it  should  be  tacked  on  to  anything  else.  I 
presume  that  Kneeland  street  will  be  widened  and 
that  the  committee  will  report  in  favor  of  it  in  due 
time.  But  there  is  no  reason  why  the  widening  of 
South  street  should  be  postponed  until  next  year. 
There  is  the  widening  of  Portland  street;  it  ha«  been 
considered  and  reported  upon  favorably;  wby  should 
not  that  be  postponed  for  the  same  reason.  You 
might  as  well  say  something  else  should  be  Dostponed 
as  this.  Each  tub  should  stand  on  its  own  bottom, 
and  each  measure  before  the  City  Government  be 
acted  upon  on  its  me. its. 

The  Chairman — If  the  Aldermen  will  allow  me  to 
answer  the  questiou:  This  matter  was  before  the 
Finance  Committee.  They  are  ready  to  repoit  upon 
the  widening  of  Kneeland  street  as  soon  as  the  Bos- 
ton &  Albany  Railroad,  with  whom  they  have  had 
some  negotiations,  will  give  them  an  answer  in  rela- 
tion to  certain  matters  in  which  they  are  concerned. 
Judge  Soule  was  called  before  the  committee  and  he 
was  not  prepared  to  answer.  As  soon  as  we  can  re- 
ceive that  answer  we  shall  report  upon  the  widening 
of  Kneeland  street. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with 
the  explanation . 

Alderman  Viles — The  Committee  od  Streets  re- 
ported favorably  upon  the  widening  of  Kneeland 
street;  and  I  was  surprised  that  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee did  not  report  upon  it  with  the  other  street 
widenings. 

The  orders  were  passed,  yeas  11, -nays  0.  Sent  down 
Limiting  Municipal  Expenditures. 

Order  to  petition  for  ud  act  to  limit  expenditures 
so  that  annual  rate  of  taxation  shall  rot  exceed  §12 
per  one  thousand  of  valuation.  Specially  assigned  to 
Monday  next  on  motion  of  Alderman  Breck. 

PAPhR   FKOM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Order  to  convey  to  PatriCK  Meehan  the  city's  in- 
terest in  a  strip  of  land  five  feet  wide  on  Stony  Brook. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

PUBLIC  PARKS. 

The  board  next  considered  the  special  assignment, 
viz.: 

Report  o£  Committee  on  Finance,  with  proposi- 
tions for  loans  to  provide  public  parks  as  follows: 

1.  For  West  Roxluuy  Park,  $600,000. 

2.  City  Point  Park,  $100,000. 

3.  Brighton  Park,  $200,000. 

4.  Charles  River  Embankment,  $300,000. 

5.  Muddv  River  Improvement,  $200,000. 

6.  East  Boston  Park,  $50,000.    (City  Doc.  124. i 
Alderman  Breck — Owing  to  the  absence  ot  Alder- 
man Haldemau  this  afternoon,  1  inov?  that  these 
matters  be  snecially  assigned  to  Monday  next. 

Carried. 

THE   NEW  BRIDGE  TO  CHARLESTOW'N. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Caldwell,  the  report  of 
Committee  on  Fiuance,  with  two  orders  for  loans — 
one  to  rebuild  and  widen  Warren  bridge  at  a  cost  of 
$400,000,  and  the  other  for  construction  of  a  new 
bridge  between  Charlestown  and  Boston,  at  a  cost  of 
$866,000,  was  taken  from  the  table  and  specially  as- 
signed to  Monday  next,  at  5  o'clock  P.  M. 
CONSTABLES. 

The  bonds  of  Melvin  A.  Underwood  and  others, 
constables,  being  presented,  duly  certified,  were  ap- 
proved by  the  board. 

Subsequently,  Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Police,  on  the  part  of  the 
board,  recommending  the  confirmation  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  Joshua  Brothers  as  Constable.  Ac- 
cepted, and  said  appointment  was  confirmed.  Al- 
derman Viles  moved  to  recousider.    Lost. 

THE  MUDDY-RIVER  IMPROVEMENT. 

In  response  to  the  order  approved  Feb.  16,  1S81,  a 
report  (City  Doc.  130)  was  received  from  the  Park 
Commissioners  upon  the  proposed  sanitary  improve- 
ment of  Muddy  river. 

Agreeably  thereto  the  board  report  the  accompa- 
nying plans:  The  first,  a  plan  of  the  land  proposed  to 
be  taken,  as  surveyed  by  the  City  Engineer,  showing 
the  contours  and  the  boundary  line  between  Boston 
and  Brooklme;  the  second,  a  plan  by  Mr.  Olmsted 
for  the  laying  out  and  improvement  of  the  same; 
and,  also,  the  estimated  cost  of  the  laud  and  prop- 
erty within  the  limits  of  Boston. 

These  plans  are  the  result  of  joint  action  between 
the  two  Boards  of  Park  Commissioners,  and  the  ex- 
pense will  be  divided  in  proportion  to  the  laud  be- 
longing to  each  place. 

The  area  of  the  land  lvhig  in  Boston  is  about  81  acres. 
Of  that  in  Brookhne,  about  29     " 

A  total  of 110     " 
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The  assessed  valuation  of  the  part  within  the  city 
limits,  tor  1881,  was  $409,130. 

Mr.  Olmsted's  report  will  be  found  in  the  last  an- 
nual repi  rt  ot  tliis  board.    (City  Doc.  No.  12.) 

Another  summer's  study,  with  the  aid  of  accurate 
burveys  made  under  the  direction  of  the  City  Engi- 
neer, "has  led  to  uo  material  change  in  the  plan  then 
recommended  by  Mr.  Olmsted,  and  approved  by  us. 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

BITE   FOB  8<  BOOLHOOSE  ON   PARKER  STREET. 

lb- Chairman  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittte  on  Finance  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Instruction,  referred  by  the  Com- 
mon Council  October  6th,  inst.,  with  an  order  au- 
thorizing the  purchase  of  land  for  a  primary  school- 
house  site  on  Farter  street,  in  favor  of  the  passage 
ot  sail  order,  and  also  the  following:  providing  the 
means: 

Ordered,  Thai  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  reserved 
land  to  a  special  appropriation  to  be  called  Primary 
ol bouse,  Parker  street,  the  sum  of  $18,000. 

The  orders  were  passed, yeas  11,  nays  0.  Sentdown. 
PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  board: 

Hermits  to  occupy  stables  on  the  usual  conditions 
granted: 

Daniel  O'Leary,  Shamrock  street,  near  Commer- 
cial street,  "Ward  24. 

Charles  W.  Parker,  on  Newbury  street,  near 
Heretord  street,  Ward  11. 

A.  K.  Lyman,  on  place  off  Market  street,  near 
Washington  street,  »Vard25. 

Severally  accepted. 

CITY    SOLICITOR. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  as  follows: 

Report  recommending  that  the  resignation  of  K. 
p.  Nettletou  as  City  Solicitor  be  accepted.  Accepted. 
Bent  don 

A  majority  report,  signed  by  Alderman  Whitten, 
and  Councilmen  Wheeler,  Wharton,  Pratt  and  Cuni- 
mings,  recommending  the  election  of  Harvey  N. 
Sbepard  as  City  Solicitor. 

A  minority  report,  signed  by  Alderman  Breck  and 
Councilman  Whitmore, recommending  the  election  of 
Andrew  J.  Bailey  as  City  Solicitor. 

A  minority  report,  signed  by  Alderman  Tucker, 
recommending  the  election  of  Nathan  Mor6e  as  City 
Solicitor. 

The  i  eport  was  accepted.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Breck  moved  to  proceed  to  an   election. 

Alderman  Curtis — Can  any  one  state  whether  Mr   . 
Horse  will  taKe  the  office  if  he  is  elected? 

Alderman  Whitten— I  saw  Mr.  Nathan  Morse  on 
Saturday,  anil  he  said  if  would  he  no  use  to  elect 
him  a-  he  would  not  take  the  oflice. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  consider  the  office  of  City 
Solicitor  ol  the  City  of  Boston  an  office  of  great  Im- 
portance. Oftentimes  there  are  large  amounts  in- 
volved, and  we  require  the  best  talent  to  defend  the 
interests  of  the  city.  The  gentlemen  presented  by 
the  majority  and  minority  are  both  friends  of  mine, 
whom  I  esteem  very  highly;  but  they  are  young 
men,  and  have  not  hao  the  experience  which  I  con- 
-i'  ex  a  man  should  have  to  take  the  position  and  dis- 
ilie  duties  incumbent  upon  the  City  Solicitor. 
The  Citi  of  Boston  should  employ  a  City  Solicitor 
who  is  competent  to  defend  the  city  against  suits, 
involving  large  amounts,  which  are  'ci ought  against 
it.  1  have  not  one  -vord  to  say  against  either  of 
those  gentlemen,  or  against  their  ability  as  young 
men.  But  1  do  not  think  that  they  have  arrived  at 
such  a  position  that  Ihev  ran  lill  the  place.  No 
doubt  they  will  b;  able  to  do  so  in  due  course  of 
time.  This  tB  a  lnattter  of  so  gieit  impoitance  that 
I  thinK  the  board  should  take  it  into  consideration, 
and  weigh  it  well  before  the]  act.  I  would  ask  that 
Hie  natter  be  laid  aver  for  one  week,  in  order  to 
give  the  members  that  opportunity  to  think  it  over. 
I  presume  that  most  of  the  members  have  made  up 
their  mil. ds,  but  there  is  oue  Alderman  absent,  an  I 
in  the  absence  of  am  Alderman  1  think  proper 
courtesy  should  be  shown  by  layiug  the  matter 
over.  1  move  that  the  election  be  laid  over  until 
the  next  meeting. 

Alderman  Viles— I  would   inquire  if   Mr.  Bailey  is 
eligible  to  be  voted  for  tor  City    Solicitor,  he  being  a 
iber  of  the  City  Council? 

The  Chairman— It  appears  to  the  Chair  that  mem- 
bers liave  a  rigb'  to  vote  for  whom  tney  please.  If 
Mr.  Bailey  wa-  elected  on  the  part  of  the  board,  then 
the  question  might  come  upas  to  his  eligibility.  It 
appear-  !<»  the  ('hair  lhat  the  question  "f  eligibility 
cannot  be  raised   now,   because  Mr.  Bailey   possibly 


may  not  receive  a  single  vote  in  the  board.  That  is 
the  way  it  appears  to  the  Chair. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  fully  agree  with  the  Alder- 
man on  my  left  ill  regard  to  the  talent  the  City  of 
Boston  ought  to  have  for  a  City  Solicitor.  But  it 
strikes  me  we  can  hardly  expect,  for  a  salary  of 
$4500,  to  get  any  one  for  City  Solicitor,  who  perhaps 
at  the  present  time  may  be"  earning  twenty-live  to 
fifty  thousand  dollars.  People  earning  that  much 
will  not  take  the  oflice.  Neither  do  we  want  to  get 
a  middle  aged  man  who  has  never  been  able  to  es- 
tablish himself  in  the  profession,  and  who  takes  the 
office  merely  for  the  salary.  I  think  it  is  better  to 
take  a  rising  young  man.  If  we  paid  ten  thousand 
dollars  we  could  get  a  much  better  man.  I  think 
either  of  the  gentlemen  nominated  is  capable  of  fill- 
ing the  position. 

Alderman  Breck — I  moved  to  proceed  to  ballot 
from  the  fact  that  the  resignatiou  of  Mr.  Nettleton 
is  to  take  effect  on  November  1st.  If  we  delay  the 
election  tnere  may  be  a  vacancy  in  that  offiee.  Still, 
I  think  a  week  or  two  will  not  make  any  material 
difference. 

Alderman  Frost — I  hope  this  matter  will  lie  over  a 
week,  for  other  reasons  than  have  been  expressed. 
A  question  has  been  raised  as  to  the  eligibility  of 
Mr.  Bailey.  Certainly,  if  he  is  eligible  while  a  mem- 
ber of  the  other  branch  of  thegovernment,  we  should 
not  act  hastily  and  cut  him  off  while  there  is  any 
doubt  about  it.  It  might  look  as  though  we  pushed 
the  matter  through  for  the  purpose  of  disqualifying 
him.  If  we  let  the  election  go  over  for  a  week,  he 
will  have  time  to  resign,  and  then  we  can  vo'e  and 
be  relieved  of  this  embarrassment. 

Alderman  Woolley — I  am  Dot  in  favor  of  postpon- 
ing this  for  a  week.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  necessity 
exists  for  filling  this  office  as  soon  as  possible.  In- 
stead of  laying  it  over  for  a  week,  if  we  do  not  pro- 
ceed to  a  ballot  we  ought  to  recommit  it  to  the  com- 
mittee and  let  them  report  to  the  other  branch.  It 
"eeins  to  me  that  in  the  meantime  members  can  look 
around  and  see  who  is  the  best  man.  I  hope  we  shall 
either  go  into  an  election  or  recommit  it  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  Chairman— The  report  will  go  to  the  other 
branch  in  either  case,  and  if  they  see  fit  they  can  go 
into  an  election  next  Thursday. 

The  election  was  assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 

DECISIONS    OF    CITY    SOLICITOR    IN    THE  HANDS  OP 
THE  LATE  CI'l  Y  TREASURER. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order — Tint  the  Joint 
standing  Committee  on  Ordinances  be  empowered 
and  instructed  to  demand  and  receive  from  Charles 
H.  Oennie,  late  Treasurer  of  the  city,  all  the  written 
opinions  ot  the  City  Solicitor  addressed  to  said  Den- 
nie,  or  others,  and  now  in  his  custody,  which  relate  to 
the  affairsof  the  City  of  Boston  or  County  of  Suffolk. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Minors'  applications  gi'anteo — 6  news  boys.  \c- 
cepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving: 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners  to  erect  fifteen  telegraph 
poles  on  North  Harvard  street,  in  the  Brighton  Dis- 
trict, bet  ween  Franklin  street  and  the  Charles-river 
bridge,  said  poles  to  be  placed  on  said  street  in  the 
positions  designated  by  red  dots  on  a  plan  drawn  by 
Thomas  W.  Davis,  City  Engineer,  dated  Julv  22, 
1881,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Streets. 

Passed. 

Schedules  of  costof  edgestones  and  sidewalks  in 
sundry  streets  with  orders  tor  the  asses  uieut  and 
collection  thereof.    Orders  pas*ea. 

Ordered,  That  permission  he  granted  to  the  Amer- 
ican Bell  Telephone  Company  to  erect  one  pole  on 
the  westerly  side  of  Harrison  avenue  at  the  passage- 
way between  East  Springfield  street  and  Chester 
park,  s<iid  pole  to  be  placed  on  said  avenue  in  the  po- 
sition designated  by  a  red  circle  on  a  plan  draw  n  by 
Clarence  A.  Perkins,  survey. ir,  dated  Sept.  13,  1880, 
and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets;  provided  that  said  company  shall  first  give 
to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing  saving  harmless 
said  city  against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages,  costs 
or  (expenses  for  or  on  account  of,  or  in  any  wav 
growing  out  of,  the  erectiug  or  maintaining  of  said 
pole  on  said  avenue. 

Also,  upon  condition  that  said  pole  sliall  be  kept 
well  painted  and  in  good  condition,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  I  he  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  that  the 
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wires  shall  be  placed  on  said  pole  not  less  than  twen- 
ty-live feet  from  the  ground,  and  that  the  name  of 
saidjcompany  shall  be  distinctly  painted  on  the  cross 
bars  used  and  occupied  by  said  company  on  said  pole. 

Also,  unon  condition  that  said  company  shall  al- 
low the  Fire  and  Paving  Departments  of  this  city 
tlu  exclusive  use  of  the  upper  cross  bar  and  top  of 
said  pole  for  the  purpese  of  placing  wires  thereon. 

Also,  upon  condition  thatsaid  company  shall  agree 
not  to  remove  the  pole  looted  by  this  order  without 
permission  of  the  board  of  Aldermeu.iand  shall  agree 
to  remove  3  'id  pole  when  so  diiectea  by  said  board. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  for  leave  to  lay  two  curved  tracks  to  their 
stable  on  Trcmout  street,  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order  of  locaiiou. 
For  the  Committee, 

Ltrcius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  righto  heretofore 
granted  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  to 
hty  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  said  company  sSall  have  the  right  to  lay 
down  two  curved  Cracks  to  connect  it-  car-house  at 
the  corner  of  Tremont  and  Pynchon  streets  with  the 
track-,  of  said  company  as  now  laid  down  on  Tremont 
street  near  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad  cross- 
ing; said  curved  tracks  being  shown  by  red  lines  on 
a  plan  drawn  by  Arthur  Hodges,  Civil  Engineer, 
dated  June  4, 1881,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets.  The  right  to  lay  down 
the  tracks  located  by  this  order  is  upon  condition 
that  the  whole  work  of  laying  down  said  tracks,  the 
form  of  rail  aDd  the  kind  and  quality  of  material 
used  in  paving  said  tracks  shall  be  under  the  direc- 
tion and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Committee  on  Pav- 
ing and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  shall  be 
approved  by  them;  also  upon  condition  that  said 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  shall  accept  this  or- 
der of  location  and  shall  agree  in  writiug  to  comply 
with  the  conditions  therein  contained,  and  shall  file 
said  acceptance  and  agreement  with  the  City  Clerk 
within  thirty  days  of  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this 
order;  otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

PERMITS  FOK  LANTERNS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Survev  and  Inspection  oJ  Buildings  in  fa- 
vor of  granting  the  following  petitions: 

Joe  Goss,  to  project  a  plain,  unlettered  lantern  at 
22  Lagrange  street. 

D.  W.  Waldron,  to  project  a  gas  light  at  (142  Har- 
rison avenue. 

Severally  accepted. 

PAY  OF  DECEASED  POLICEMAN   ALLOWED. 

Aldermau  Vile  ■  offered  an  order — That  the  Citv 
Treasurer  be  authorized  to  pay  to  Lucretia  Foster 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars, 
being  the  amount  due  the  late  David  M.  Foster  for 
service  in  the  Police  Department  up  to  September 
29,1881.     Passed.     Sent  down. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Viies  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the  boara: 

Ordered,  Thai  there  be  purchased  in  the  settle- 
ment of  damages  occasioned  by  the  laying  out  of 
Transit  street,  from  Cabot  to  Newbern  street,  Rox- 
bury,  of  the  heirs  of  Daniel  W.  Bowen,  their  estate 
on  Cabot  street,  for  the  sum  of  $4700;  and  that  in 
addition  thereto  the  city  assume  ana  pay  the  taxes 
assessed  upon  said  estate  .May  1,1881,  both  amounts  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  widening  streets. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  of  the  Board  of  Aider- 
men  of  September  28  las',  to  pay  the  said  heirs  of 
Bowen  $4700  for  their  said  estate  on  Cabot  street,  be 
and  the  same   hereby  is  rescinded- 

Alderman  Vi.es  explained  that  these  orders  were 
to  correct  some  informalities  in  the  order  previously 
passed  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  orders  were  passed.    Sent  do  vn. 

Order  to  pay  Henry  B.  Terry,  administrator  of  the 
estate  of  Abigail  Bird,  $375.20  for  land  taken  in  the 
name  of  Elizabeth  Clapp,  etc..  by  the  widening  of 
Columbia  street  near  Hancock  street,  at  Dorchester. 

THE  LUNATIC   ASYLUM. 

Alderman  Viles  presented  the  following: 

Board  of  Directors  i 

for  Public  Institutions,  [ 
No.  30  P.  mberton  square,     ) 
Boston,  October  24, 1881. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  the  City  Council  of 
Boston. 
Gentlemen,— In  April  last,  at   the  request  of  rhe 


Board  of  Directors,  the  City   Council  appropriated 

the  sum  of  $8000  for  the  purpose  of  placing  steam- 
heating  apparatus  in  the  Boston  Lunatic  Hospital. 
At  that  time  it  was  the  intention  of  the  board  that 
the  steam  for  heating  should  be  supplied  I  v  pipes 
from  the  Rouse  of  Correction,  aud  the  appropria- 
tion, though  only  estimated,  was  considered  to  oe 
ample  for  that  purpose.  Siuce  then  the  sub- 
ject has  received  the  careful  consideration  of 
experts  on  the  subject  of  steam  heating,  and 
their  plans  have  been  subjected  to  a  thorough 
examination  by  the  City  Architect,  who  is  of 
the  opinion  that  the  means  of  supply  will  be 
much  more  effectual,  simple,  far  more  eadly  con- 
trolled, and  attended  with  less  expense  in  manage- 
ment, by  locating  the  power  boiler  in  ths  basement 
of  one  of  the  buildings  upon  the  hospital  grounds, 
the  same  to  be  fitted  up  as  a  boiler-room,  and  to  have 
conlsheds  adjoining.  He  also  suggests  a  system  of 
ventilation  in  connection  with  the  introduction  of 
steam-heating  similar  to  that  at  Austin  Farm  and 
Marcel  la-street  Home.  The  cost  of  the  system  of 
steaui-heatiug  and  ventilation  recommended  by  the 

City  Architect,  as  estimated  by  him,  is $17,600 

Less  amount  already  appropriated 8,000 

Leaving  the  amount  of $9,600 

to  be  provided  for  by  an  additional  appropriation. 

In  connection  with  the  work  of  placing  the  steam- 
heating  apparatus,  should  the  City  Council  appropri- 
ate the  sum  required,  the  Board  of  Directors  feel 
that  the  present  time  will  afford  the  opportunity  of 
addimr  new  dining-room  accommodations  by  project- 
ing a  small  building  three  stories  high  on  the  north 
side  of  each  wing,  which  will  afford  a  dining-room 
for  each  ward.  A  connection  can  be  made  with  the 
main  building  without  the  loss  of  any  of  the  rooms 
now  occupied  by  the  patients.  This  is  an  improve- 
ment which  is  greatly  desired.  The  hospital  has  now 
180  patients,  and  in  all  probability  there  will  soon  be 
the  maximum  number  of  patients  which  can  be  ac- 
commodated. Toe  City  Architect  has  prepared  a 
plan  of  this  designed  improvement,  aud  estimates 
the  Cost  to  be  $13,000,  ($6500  for  each  wing.) 

The  Board  of  Directors  approve  of  both  these  con- 
templated improvements,  aud  hereby  respectfully 
request  the  City  Council  to  appropriate  the  sum  of 
S96C0,  additional  for  steam  heating  aud  ventilation, 
and  the  sum  of  $13,000,  for  building  new  dining- 
rooms. 

The  City  Council  has  frequently  been  informed  of 
the  condition  of  this  hosuital  building,  not  only  in 
the  reports  and  communications  of  the  board ,  out 
especially  in  late  years  in  the  reports  of  the  Inspec- 
tors of  Houses  of  Detention  in  the  County  of  Suffolk. 

If  anything  were  wanting  to  convince  Ihe  City 
Council  of  the  great  importance  aud  nece-sity  of  the 
improvements  asked  for,  it  can  be  found  in  the  last 
report  of  the  Inspectors  of  Prisons  (City  Doc.  98, 
1881),  in  which  the  condition  of  the  dining-rooms  is 
referred  to.  Since  that  date  seventeen  patients  have 
been  added  to  the  number  than  reoorted. 

The  Board  of  Directors  trust  their  request  for  ap- 
propriations will  receive  the  early  and  favorable 
consideration  of  the  City  Council. 

Respectfully,  A.  T.  Whiting, 

Presideut  of  the  Board. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Institu- 
tions. 

THE  GARFIELD  MEMORIAL. 

Alderman  Hersey  offered  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council  be 
expressed  to  Nathaniel  P.  Banks  for  the  interesting 
historical  sketch  of  the  life  and  public  services  of 
James  A.  Garfield,  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  which  was  eloquently  presented  by  him  be- 
fore the  City  Council  on  the  20th  instant,  and  that  a 
copy  thereof  be  solicited  for  publication. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council  be 
tendered  to  the  Directors  of  the  Tremont  Temple 
Association  for  their  courtesy  in  allowing  the  City  of 
Boston  the  free  use  of  the  Tremont  Temple  on  the 
20th  instant  for  the  observance  of  the  memorial  ser- 
vices in  honor  of  James  A.  Garfield,  the  late  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  City  Council  be 
transmitted  to  the  officers  and  members  of  the 
Boylston  Club  for  their  valuable  assistance,  which 
made  so  acceptable  and  so  successful  the  musical 
portion  of  the  memorial  services  on  the  20th  in-t.  in 
honor  of  James  A.  Garfield,  the  late  President  of 
the  United  States. 

Severally  passed.    Sent  down. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from   the 
Committee  on  Sewers: 
Reports  and  orders  for  hearings  on   Monday  uevt 
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on  the  expediency  of  constructing  sewers,  as  follows; 

In  Panfoith  street,  from  Koylstoii  street  to  estate 
of  J.  Hammersle;  and  in  Lauiartine  street,  from  es- 
tate of  J.  Hammersle  to  Wynian  street. 

In  ISremeu  street,  East  Boston,  250  feet  northeast 
from  G  tendon  place. 

Orders  severally  passed. 

Orders  for  the  construction  of  sewers  as  follows: 
In  Gold  street,  between  C  and  D  streets. 

In  Monadnock  street. 

In  Ceutre  street,  between  Wise  place  and  Wynian 
place. 

Orders  severally  passed. 

THE  (MARGES   AGAINST  THE    BOARD    OF  HEALTH. 

Alderman  Curtis  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  Commissions  recom- 
mending reference  to  the  Joint  Ci  niniittee  on  Health 
of  the  complaint  of  Jno.  J.  Morris  against  the  Board 
of  Health  in  regard  to  issuing  a  burial  permit.  Ac- 
cepted and  referred  accordingly. 

PERMITS    FOR   STEAM   ENGINES. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  report^  from  the 
Committee  en  Steam  Engines  in  favor  of  granting 
permits  to  locate  and  use  steam  engines  as  follows: 

Hoosac  Tunnel  Dock  &  Elevator  Co.,  rear  63  Water 
street,  Cbarlestown. 

E.  Hodge  &  Co.,  160  Liverpool  stieet.  East  Boston. 

Severally  accepted. 

THE  COBLISS  ENGINK  CONTROVERSY. 

Alderman  Curtis  said  he  iiad  been  requested  by 
Alderman  Haldeman,  who  was  absent,  to  offer  the 
follow:tg  and  ba7e  it  laid  over  till  the  next  meeting: 

Whereas,  an  order  directing  the  Committee  on 
Improved  Sewerage  to  report  a  full  and  explicit  ac- 
count of  all  the  circumstances  attending  the  negotia 
tions  between  Mr.  George  H.  Corliss  and  the  City  of 


Boston  tor  certain  pumping  eDgines,  was  passed  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  the  9th  day  of  May,  1881, 
and  bv  the  Common  Council  on  the  16th  of  May, 
1881,  and 

Whereas,  an  order  was  passed  by  the  Common 
Council  on  the  23d  day  of  June,  1881,  requiring  all 
joint  committees  to  report  upon  all  matters  in  their 
possession  within  two  weeksj  said  order  being  passed 
in  concurrence  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  the 
27th  of  June,  1881,  and 

Whereas,  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage 
have  Deglected  or  refused  to  comply  with  the  posi- 
tive provisions  of  both  orders,  and  have  not  offered 
any  suitable  excuse  for  their  dereliction  of  duty  or 
an  apology  for  their  contemptuous  disregard  of  the 
peremptory  instructions  of  the  City  Council,  be  it 

Ordered,  That  a  Joint  Special  Committee,  consist- 
ing of  three  members  of  this  board,  with  such  as  the 
Common  Council  may  join,  be  appointed  to  investi- 
gate and  report,  as  soon  as  practicable,  upon  all  mat- 
ters in  dispute  between  the  City  of  Boston  and  Mr. 
George  H.  Corliss. 

Ordereo,  That  the  said  committee  inquire  into  the 
motives,  and,  reasons  assigned,  or  explanation  given, 
to  account  for  the  r,  fusal  of  the  Committee  on  Im- 
proved Sewerage  to  entertain  or  accept  a  proposition 
made  by  Mr.  George  H.  Corliss  on  the  4th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1879,  to  furnish  the  City  of  Boston  with  four  sets 
of  high-duty  pumping  engines,  with  boilers  and  all 
necessary  appurtenances,  and  sufficient  guarantees 
for  ttie  performance  of  all  the  requirements  of  the 
specifications,  for  the  sum  of  $180,000,  but  on  the 
contrary  to  con' ract  with  other  parties  for  furnish- 
ing the  same  number  of  engines,  without  boilers  or 
other  appurtenances,  and  without  any  guarantee 
whatever  as  to  results,  for  the  sum  of  $435,000. 

Read  once. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Hreck. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council. 
OCTOBER  97,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.  Called  to 
order  by  H.  M.  Morrison,  of  Ward  23,  sen'or  mem- 
ber, who  read  the  following: 

City  of  Boston,  City  Hall,  Oct.  24, 1881. 
To  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Gentlemen,— I  hereby  resign  to  you  the  office  of 
President,  to  which  you  so  kindly  elected  me  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year.  I  a.so  inform  you  tbat  I  re- 
sign my  seat  as  a  member  of  the  Common  Council 
froLL  Ward  Four.  In  severing  my  fellowship  1  de- 
sire to  thank  yon  for  the  kindness'and  consideration 
ever  manifested  toward  me,  and  to  assure  you  that 
the  pleasantest  recollections  will  always  be  associat- 
ed with  my  connection  with  your  body.  1  sincerely 
ly  hope  that  the  acquaintances  and  friendships 
formed  during  cbe  past  year  will  continue  and  he 
strengthened  as  years  roll  on. 

Very  truly  your  friend, 

Andrew  J.  Bailey. 

On  motioT.  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Ward  8,  the  res- 
ignation was  accepted; 

Mr.  Wharton,  by  unanimous  consent,  offered  the 
following: 

Whereas  greatly  to  the  regret  of  his  fellow-mem- 
bers, Andrew  J.  Bailey  has  this  day  resigned  tbe 
office  of  President  of  tbe  Common  Council  of  tbe 
City  of  Boston  for  the  year  1881, 

Resolved,  That  the  tnanks  of  this  Council  are 
hereby  tendered  to  him  iD  recognition  of  the  abilit  , 
skill,  unfailing  courtesy  and  uniform  impartiality 
which  ne  has  shown  in  the  discharge  of  tbe  duties  of 
his  office,  and  as  an  expression  of  interest  in  his  fu- 
ture prosperity  and  welfare. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten,  of  Ward  14,  it  was  or- 
dered tnat  the  question  be  taken  by  a  rising  vote. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  should  like  very  much 
to  second  the  resolution  and  to  say  that  I  atn  very 
sure  we  all  appreciate  the  uniform  kindness  with 
whicn  we  have  been  treated  by  our  retiring  Presi- 
dent, and  thit  we  wish  him  the  best  success  in  the 
futuie. 

The  resolution  was  passed  by  a  unanimous  risin.. 
vote. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Ward  8,  moved  that  the  Coun- 
cil proceed  to  ballot  for  a  President. 

Mr.  Greenougli  of  Ward  9— I  wish  to  propose  the 
name  of  Mr.  Charles  £.  Pratt,  of  Ward  24.  I  iind 
upon  the  desks  some  ballots  with  my  name  upon 
them.  1  wisb  to  say  tbat  I  am  not  a  candidate,  and 
that  I  nominate  .Mr.  Pratt. 

It  was  voted  to  proceed  to  an  election. 

Committee— Messrs.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8,  Hart 
of  Ward  18,  and  Smith  of  Ward  21. 

Whole  Dumber  of  ballots 59 

-ary  tor  a  choice 30 

Charles  E.  Pratt  bad 4*2 

Wen.  H.  Whitmore 16 

M.  S.  Greenoiuth 1 

and  one  ballot  containing  two  names  not  counted. 

Mr.  Pratt  was  declared  elected.  Mr.  Pope,  of 
Ward  'J,  moved  tbat  the  election  be  declared  unani- 
mous.    Ruled  out  of  order. 

By  appointment  of  tbe  Chair  Mr.  Greenougli,  of 
Ward  a,  conducted  Mr.  Pratt  to  the  President's  chair. 
Oil  taking  the  chair  Mr.  fratt  said: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council,— I  thank  you 
very  heartily  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me  by 
the  choice  you  have  made  for  presiding  officer  tor 
the  next  two  months.  I  promise  you  that  whatever 
shortcomings  I  may  have  I  will  honestly  endeavor 
to  preside  impartially  and  faithfully,  according  to 
my  ability.  You  will  not  expect  any  remarks  for  a 
fragment  of  the  year,  but  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  say 
one  word  in  accepting  this  place — by  which  you  have 
put  me  out  ox  the  way  of  taking  part  in  the  commit- 
tee work  of  the  Council  substantially,  and  in  the 
ions  on  litis  floor— that  wot d  .» ill  be  tbat  I 
hope,  amidst  all  tbe  hurry  of  business,  tediousne-s  of 
late  -essions.  ami  the  temptations  at  this  part  of  the 
year  to  defer  ojat  en  until  next  year,  and  put  oil 
duties  tor  the  next  (  itv  Government,  that  this 
City  Council  will  resolutely  resist  such  temp- 
tations. There  are  already  pending  before 
the  City  Goveroment  sever  il  measures  of  gr< 


portance,  and  I  would  like  to  have  my  word  count, 
as  the  last  time  I  shall  perhaps  say  anything  iu  con- 
nection with  the  business  of  legislation  in  this  cham- 
ber, that  1  hope  that  the  principal  measures  involv- 
ing large  city  interests  tbat  are  now  pending,  will  be 
taken  up  and  disposed  of  this  fall,  to  the  interests  of 
the  city,  so  that  you  and  I  may  all  point  to  the  year 
1881  as  one  in  which  the  Common  Council  did  all  its 
work  and  shirked  nothing,  and  which  did  things  for 
the  credit  of  the  city  to  which  we  can  afterwards 
point  and  claim  our  honest  share  of  pride  in  having 
done. 

Later  in  the  session  the  following  action  was  taken : 
Under  a  suspension  cf  the  rule  Mr.  Parkman  offer- 
ed an  order— That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  that  Charles  E.  Pratt  has  been  elected 
President  of  the  Common  Council  in  place  of  Andrew 
J.  Bade;'  resigned.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  Mr.Dudley,  of  Ward 
4,  offered  an  order — Tbat  a  message  be  sent  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen"  that  a  vacancy  exists  in  the  Com- 
mon Council,  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Andrew  J. 
Bailey  of  Ward  4.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

ELECTION  OF  CITY  SOLICITOR. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gove,  of  Ward  1,  the  Council 
took  up  tue  tenth  order  upon  the  programme,  viz: 

Report  recommending  tbe  acceptance  ot  tbe  resig- 
nation of  E.  P.  Xettleton  as  City  Solicitor. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gove  the  Council  took  up  the 
eleventh  order  on  the  programme,  viz : 

Majority  report  recommending  the  election  of 
Harvey  X.  Shepara  as  City  Solicitor,  together  with  a 
minority  report,  signed  by  two  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, recommending  the  election  of  Andrew  J. 
Bailey,  and  another  minority  report,  signed  by  one 
member,  recommending  the  election  of  Xathan 
Morse. 

Mr.  Huntress  of  Ward  11 — I  understood  there 
were  eight  members  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances. I  have  only  heard  seven  names  read,  and 
want  to  know  if  there  has  been  any  left  out.  I  un- 
derstood by  the  newspapers  that  the  majority  report 
was  signed  by  rive  members  of  the  committee. 

The  President— There  appears  to  be  another  name 
on  the  majority  report,  but  it  was  not  rightfully  there,  ■ 
the  Chair  did  not  read  it. 

Mr.  Huntress— Was  it  a  mistake? 

The  President — There  was  some  mistake  about  it 
appearing  on  the  report,  and  the  Chair  has  not 
read  it. 

Mr.  Huntress— May  I  ask  which  name  it  is? 

The  President— It  is  the  name  of  Charles  E.  Pratt. 
I  will  take  occasion  to  say  tbat  I  was  not  present  in 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances  when  tbe  vote  was 
passed  to  authorize  the  Clerk  of  Committees  to  sign 
the  report  for  the  members  present.  I  expected  that 
the  renort  would  be  presented  to  me  for  signature,  if 
the  signatures  of  all  the  members  present  were  to  be 
obtained.  Xot  having  an  opportunity  to  sign  the  re- 
pent I  was  surprised  to  see  my  name  upon  it,  not 
knowing  the  action  of  the  committee  after  I  left  tbe 
room.  As  there  has  been  some  -nisapprehension  iu 
regard  to  the  facts,  I  wish  to  say  that  in  declining  to 
allow  my  name  to  stand  on  the  report  I  am  simply 
exercising  a  technical  rignt,  and  do  not  intend  to  in- 
timate my  preference  for  either  candidate,  or  how  I 
shall  vote  in  the  election. 

Mr.  Whitmore — The  Chair  having  made  a  personal 
explanation  In  regard  to  what  took  place  in  the 
committee,  I  also  wish  to  state  that  the  committee 
met  to-day,  and  I  do  not  think  the  state  of  affairs 
should  remain  exactly  as  it  is  understood.  There- 
tore  f  would  move  tbat  tbe  Committee  on  Ordin- 
ances, being  a  nominating  committee,  be  directed  to 
furnish  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  a  copy  of 
the  records  of  their  meeting  on  Monday  last  and  to- 
day. I  think  that  is  due  to  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

rbe President — The  Chair  thinks  lhat  motion  is 
not  enteitainable  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Wiiifmore — I  ask  unanimous  consent  to  make 
it  at  this  time.  I  desire  that  the  committee  should 
stand  rieht  before  the  Council. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9 — I  think  there  is  no  ne- 
cessity for  such  amotion.  1  believe  m  the  good  old 
maxim,  let  the  dead  past  bury  its  dead.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve the  Common  Council  want  to  bring  up  matters 
that  were  before  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  I 
object  to  tbe  motion  being  entertained  at  this  time. 
If  the  gentleman  desires  to  otter  it  at  some  future 
time  he  can  do  so. 

The  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence. 

On  motion  ol  Vlr.  Gove,  of  Ward  1,  the  rule  was 
suspended  and  a  ballot  for  City  Solicitor  ordered. 

Mr  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  notice  among  tl  e  bal- 
lots  the    name   of  Nathan  Morse'.     I  presume   every 
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gentleman  of  the  Council  is  aware  of  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Morse  has  stated  to  an  Alderman  that  he  w'll  ab- 
solutely refuse  to  accept  the  position  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. I  direct  the  attention  of  the  Council  to 
the  fact;  they  may  attach  what  importance  they 
please  to  the  ballot's  for  Mr.  Morse  upon  their  desk. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Parkuian,  the  roll  was  called 
and  seventy-one  members  answered  to  their  names, 
as  follows: 

Present— Barry,  Bartlett,  Beal.  Bigelow,  Bowser, 
Boyle,  Brimbeeom,  Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  H. 
B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Connell,  Costello,  Cotton,  Cro- 
nin,  Cunmvings,  Daly,  Dana.  Denny,  Devlin,  C. 
F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery, 
Farwei),  Fisk,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Ford,  Freeman, 
Gove,  Greenough,  Harding,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley, 
Huntress,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Maguire,  Mathews,  Mc- 
Corurick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin, 
McNamara,  Means,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P.  Morrison, 
Mullett,  Murphv,  Parkuian,  Pope,  Powers,  Pratt, 
Pray,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Rosnoskv,  Smith,  SwaD, 
Tetvan,  Viles,  Wakefield,  Walsh,  Welch,  Whar- 
ton, Wheeler,  Whitmore,  Williams— 71. 

The  committee  to  collect  and  count  ballots- 
Messrs.  Gove  ot  Wardl,  Doherty  of  Ward  2,  Green- 
ough of  Ward  10. 

Whole  number  of  ballots ,     71 

Necessary  for  a  choice ..  36 

Harve\  N.  Shepard 35 

Andrew  J.  Bailey 32 

Augustus  Russ 3 

Jvathan  Morse 1 

And  there  was  ro  choice. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11 — I  move  that  the  Council 
proceed  to  another  ballot.  There  are  thiee  votes 
cast  for  Mr.  Augustus  Russ.  Mr.  Russ  has  declined 
to  be  a  candidate.  I  would  state  for  the  information 
of  the  Council  that  I  have  seen  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Russ  to  an  Alderman  stating  that  he  declined  to  be  a 
candidate. 

Mr.  Huntress  of  Ward  11— I  am  authorized  in  be- 
half of  Mr.  huss  to  say  that  although  he  is  not  a 
candidate  soliciting  the  votes  of  this" Council,  if  the 
office  is  voted  to  him  he  will  take  it. 
A  second  Dal  lot  was  ordered. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 69 

Necessary  for  a  choice 35 

Harvey  N.  Shepard 28 

Andrew  J.  Bailey 34 

Augustus  Russ 3 

Nathan  Morse 1 

E.B.  Callender 2 

Blank 1 

And  there  was  no  choice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rosnosky  a  third  ballot  was  or- 
dered. After  the  ballots  were  collected,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Wharton,  the  roll  was  called  and  seventy-one 
members,  as  before,  answered  to  their  names. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 69 

Necessary  for  a  choice ...35 

Andrew  J.  Bailey 37 

Harvey  N.  Shepard 31 

Augustus  Russ 1 

Blark 1 

Mr.  Bailey  was  declared  elected.    Sent  up. 

Later  in  the  session,  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  Mr.  HuLtress  of  Ward  11  offered  an  order — 
That  the  Clerk  of  Committees  be  instructed  to  sub- 
mit to  the  Common  Council  a  copy  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  on  Oct.  24th 
aDdOct.  27th,  1881. 

Mr.  Lovell — I  would  like  to  ask  what  is  the  reason 
for  offering  the  order?  It  seems  to  be  a  little  out  of 
the  usual  course. 

Mr.  Huntress — I  offered  it  because  it  was  suggested 
in  the  previous  part  cf  the  proceedings  that  we  might 
know  what  took  place  at  those  two  meetings  of  the 
committee.  I  understand  that  it  is  the  request  of  the 
committee  that  it  be  done.  I  can  see  no  possible  ob- 
jection to  it. 

Mr.  Wheeler  moved  to  assign  to  the  next  meeting 
at  nine  o'clock.    Lost. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Huntress  moved  to  re- 
consider.   Lost. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Report  of  Park  Commissioners  on  proposed  sani- 
,ary  improvement  of  Muddy  River.  (City  Doc.  130.) 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Parks,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Freeman,  of  Ward  10. 

Resolution  of  thanks  to  Nathaniel  P.  Banks  for  his 
eulogy  on  President  Garfield,  and  requesting  a  copy 
for  publication.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Resolution  of  thanks  to  the  Boylston  Club  for  the 
music  furnished  on  the  occasion  of  the  delivery  of 
the  above  eulogy.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Resolution  of  thanks  to  the  directors  of  the  Tre- 
mont  Temple  for  the  free  use  of  said  Temple,  for  the 


observance    ot    the  memorial  services  in  honor  of 
President  Garfield.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  Lucretia  Foster  $123,  due  the  late 
David  M.  Foster  for  services  in  the  Police  Depart- 
ment.   Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  purchase  of  the  heirs  of  Daniel  W. 
Bowen  their  estate  on  Cabot  street,  for  §4700,  and 
for  the  payment  of  the  taxes  on  said  estate,  a-sessed 
May  1, 1881,  in  settlement  of  damages  from  laving 
out  Transit  street;  and  to  rescind  the  order  in  rela- 
tion to  said  estate  passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
Sept.  28, 1881.  Passed  in  concurrence  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Lauten.  Mr. 
Lauten  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  to  obtain 
from  Charles  H.  Dennie,  late  Treasurer  of  Boston,  all 
the  written  opinions  of  the  City  Solicitor,  now  iu  his 
custod\ ,  relating  to  city  »nd  county  artairs.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

Report  iD  favor  of  an  order  for  the  purchase  of 
land  on  Parker  street  'as  a  site  for  a  primary  school- 
house,  toget'  er  with  an  order  for  a  transfer  from 
the  reserved  fund  to  a  srjecial  appropriation  for  said 
school  of  $18,000.  Orders  passed  in  concurrence, 
yeas  51,  nays  0. 

Portland  and  South  Streela. 

Report  and  orders  for  loans  of  $300,000  for  the 
widening  of  Portland  street,  and  $185,000  for  the 
widening  of  South  street. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Fitzpatrick.  of  Ward  8,  the  rule  was  suspended  and 
the  orders  were  passed  in  concurrence,  yeas  55, 
nays  1. 

Yeas — Bartlett,  Beal,  Bigelow,  Boyle,  Brimbeeom, 
Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin.  Con- 
nell, Costello,  Cummings,  Dana,  Devlin,  C.  F. 
Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell,  Fitzpatrick. 
Ford,  Freeman,  Gove,  Greenough,  Harding,  Hart. 
Hilton,  Hosley,  Huntres-s  Lauten.  Lovell,  Maguire^ 
McCormack,  McNamara,  Means,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P. 
Moirison,  Mullett,  Murphy,  Parkman,  Pope,  Powers, 
Prav,  Quigley,  Roaers,  Rosnosky,  Smith.  Swan, 
Viles,  Wakefield,  Welch,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Whit- 
more— 55. 

Nays — Williams — 1. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Barry,  Bowker,  Cotton, 
Cronin,  Daly,  Denney,  J.  Doherty,  Fisk,  Folan, 
Matthews,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin, 
Teevan,  Walsh. 

Mr.  Lauten  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

COMMONWEALTH-AVENUE    EXTENSION. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Council  considered 
the  order  to  contract  for  the  building  of  an  iron 
bridge  on  Commonwealth  avenue  over  the  outlet  of 
the  Back  Bay  pond.  Passed  in  concurrence.  Mr. 
Greenough  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

THE  IMPURITY  OF  THE  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Greenough,  of  Ward  9,  called  up  the  past 
assignment,  viz. : 

Order  for  the  Committee  on  Water  to  investigate 
the  cause  of  the  impurity  of  the  water  supply. 

The  question  was  upen  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— The  Conueil,  I  have 
no  doubt,  remember  the  state  in  which  this  matter 
came  to  thein,  being  a  substitute  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  for  a  request  for  a  SDecial  comuiittee. 
The  Aldermen  took  the  ground  that  this  matter  be- 
longed to  the  Committee  on  Water,  and  it  was  a 
slight  upon  the  intelligence  of  that  committee  to  en- 
trust it  to  any  other  committee.  When  the  order 
came  to  this  branch,  it  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and 
no  other  action  has  been  taken  upon  the  subject.  I 
have  said  nothing  upon  the  subject.  The  Presideut 
put  me  upon  the" special  committee  to  investigate  the 
impurity  of  the  water  supply,  and  I  am  also  a  mem- 
ber ol  the  Committee  on  Water.  It  makes  no  differ- 
ence to  me  upon  which  committee  I  investigate  it. 
but  I  think  the  time  has  come  when  this  matter  should 
be  investigated.  Many  gentlemen  may  be  familiar 
with  this  subject,  but  I  doubt  if  all  of  them  are. 
The  same  taste  was  found  in  the  water  in  IS54,  in  the 
summer  of  1855,  and  last  spring.  In  1854  the  difficul- 
ty was  supposed  to  come  from  the  vegetable  matter 
in  the  water.  Prof.  Horsford  and  others  made  an 
investigation  in  1875,  to  determine  what  was  the 
cause  of  the  cucumber  taste.  All  that  i hey  found 
was  that  it  was  impossible  to  discover  the  cause. 
Prof.  Nichols  told  me  last  spriug  that  he  had  facts  in 
his  possession  by  which  he  thought  he  could  upset 
any  theory  which  any  other  man  might  advance. 
That  is  not  a  satisfactory  position  for  the  matter  to 
be  left  in.  The  trouble'  last  soring  came  from  Lake 
Cochituate,  and  was  stopped  after  the  supply  from 
the  lake  was  cut  off.  It  having  become  necessary  to 
introduce  water  from  Lake  Cochituate  again,"  the 
taste  has  returned,  but  singularly  enough  the  water 
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given  to  the  committee  to  taste  ha*  hail  no  fla- 
vor comparable  with  the  ta  tt-  which  I  fiud  in 
my  house;  neither  was  the  water  which  I 
saw  froin  Ciiestnut  hill  Reservoii  like  it  in 
taste,  although  the  taste  was  much  stronger  than 
that  which  came  from  the  pond.  Neither  do  I  find 
that  there  is  any  bad  taste  whatever  where  the  water 
is  fu. Dished  from  the  high-service  system,  although 
the  water  furnished  to  the  high  and  low  services  is 
apparently  the  same.  Yet  nobody  who  takes  the 
nigh-service  water  has  complained  of  it.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Water  do  not  feel  extremely  sanguine  that 
they  will  discover  anything,  hut  they  think  the  time 
Las  come  and  such  a  public  demand  has  been  made 
that  the>  should  do  all  chev  can  to  ocaiize  the  taste 
and  recommend  some  measures  of  remedy  to  the 
Council.  I  hope  the  order  will  pa-s  with  no  opposi- 
tion, for  I  assure  the  gentleman  from  Ward  '20  tha; 
the  committee  mean  business, 

Mr.  Williams  moved  to  amend  by  substituting  the 
following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Water  Board  be  requested  ta 
report  to  the  City  Council  at  their  earliest  conve- 
nience to  what  causes  the  impurity  in  the  water  at 
present  supplied  to  the  city  is  due,  and  what  meas- 
ures should  be  taken  to  remedy  the  trouble. 

.Mr.  Williams — It  seems  to  iue  the  Water  Board 
rather  tnan  the  committee  are  the  proper  person-  to 
make  this  investigation.  It  is  Dear  the  end  oi  the 
year.  It  tins  investigation  should  go  over  to  next 
January,  a  new  committee  would  have  to  take  up 
Cbe  subject  afresh.  The  Water  Board,  being  a  per- 
manent body;  could  carry  on  the  investigation  better 
than  a  changeable  committee.  The  Water  Board 
should  have  id  their  possession  all  the  facts  bearing 
on  tins  subject.  They  have  had  analyses  ot  the 
water  made  and  know  better  than  any  other  persons 
what  the  trouole  is.  I  think  we  should  go  to  the 
source  where  we  can  get  the  best  information.  Two 
or  three  weeks  ago  1  put  in  an  order  that  the  Com- 
mittee ou  Health  should  consider  and  report  if  any 
legislative  action  should  be  taken  to  prevent  the  im- 
purities from  getting  into  Pegan  brook  and 
Other  streams,  and  whether  it  could  be  pre- 
vented by  a  resort  to  -the  legislature.  A  report 
will  be  brought  in  to-night  showing  that  it 
is  not  advisable  to  take  any  such  action.  It 
seems  to  me  the  best  way  is  to  get  the  Water  Board 
stiried  up,  and  lei  them  take  the  necessary  action. 

.Mr.  (ireenough— I  see  no  reason  why  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  11  cannot  offer  his  motion,  if  he 
i  boosts  to  do  so,  as  a  separate  one,  without  interfer- 
ing! » ith  'uy  action  which  the  Water  Committee  may 
see  tit  'o  take  at  the  saoie  tune.  By  the  passage  of 
this  order  the  Committee  on  Water  will  ne  author- 
ize! Co  spend  a  little  money.  I  doubt  very  lurch 
if  they  are  authorized  to  no  so  without  the  passage 
.  f  the  order.  Any  action  they  take  will  of  course 
be  in  consultation  with  the  Water  Board.  The  gen- 
tleman suggests  that  the  Water  Board  ought  to  be 
able  to  tell  tin-  Council  what  the  trouble  is  and  what 
thev  ought  to  do.  If  be  can  extract  information  of 
tLa.  kind  from  the  Water  Board,  he  will  be  able  to 
do  what  no  other  person  Las  yet  done.  They  have 
been  unable  to  accomplish  anything,  and  wish  the 
committee  to  try  their  hand  at  it.  If  we  pass  that 
order  it  is  all  we  will  get.  It  seems  to  me  the  order 
:  in  the  form  in  which  it  came 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  let  the  gentleman 
offer  hi- order  later  in  the  evening  if  he  wishes  to 
do  80. 

.Mr.  Kisnoskyof  Ward  10— I  hope  the  substitute 
will  not  prevail.  It  will  only  give  us  delay  in  taking 
it  out  Ol  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Water,  and 
you  will  not  get  such  a  report  as  you  will  by  passing 
the  order  just  taken  from  the  table.  The  committee 
met  yesterday  and  considered  this  matter.  The 
Water  Board  showed  u-  two  or  three  bottles  of  water 
for  information,  but  all  the  information  we  could 
get  for  them  i-  nothing.  The  committee  has  appoint- 
ao-committee,  consisting  of  the  chairmen  on 
the  part  o!  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  Common 
Council,  to  consult  some  expert  ami  g»r  some  in- 
formation. It  the  substitute  pic-vails  1  tniuk 
it  will  delay  the  work.  1  remember  that  an 
order  was  passed  lasi  year  the  Bame  as  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  11,  and  no  report  was 
ever  made  n\  the  Water  Board  on  the  condition  of 
iter.  1  will  merely  state  thai  if  the  order  called 
up  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  J  is  passed,  the 
committee  will  get  some  report  upon  the  condition 
of  oar  water  if  stem.  This  question  has  been  up  for 
three  or  tour  jc-ais,  but  ne  uevei  could  net 
any  information  from  the  Water  Board. 

Mr.  Means,  ot  Ward  20,  moved  to  furthei  amend 
by  eubstituting  the  following: 

Ordered,   rhat  a  committee  ol   three  mem 
the  t  ommoii  Council,  chosen    one  from  the  Commit- 


tee on  Water  and  one  from  the  Committee  on 
Health,  and  oue  from  the  Council  at  large,  together 
with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  mav  join,  be 
appointed  to  consult  with  the  Water  Board  and  in- 
vestigate and  report  the  cause  of  the  impurities  in 
our  water  supply,  together  with  what  steps,  if  any, 
can  be  taken  to  remedy  the  same. 

.Mr  Means— The  way  in  which  this  matter  now 
comes  to  us  is  through  an  Older  introduced  by  me  in 
July  last,  asking  that  a  committee  of  three  members, 
together  with  such  as  the  Board  of  Aldermen  may 
join,  be  appointed  a  committee  to  consult  with  the 
V  ater  Board,  and  cause  to  be  examined,  the  water 
supply  through  our  city,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
what  impurities  exist  therein  and  the  cause  thereof, 
and  report  what  steps,  if  any,  can  be  taken  to  im- 
prove it.  It  was  not  in  any  manner  intended  to  re- 
flect upon  the  Water  Board  or  Committee  on  Water. 
It  went  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  with  their 
usual  courtesy  and  good  feeling  it  was  ir  definitely 
postnoned.  Notice  came  back  to  this  branch  of  the 
action  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  we  made  a  re- 
quest for  a  conference  committee,  and  that  too  was 
refused— something  which  prior  to  that  time,  and 
in  the  long  history  of  parliamentary  usage,  was  un- 
known between  coordinate  branches  such  as  exist  in 
the  City  Government.  This  order  comes  to  us  as  a  sub- 
stitute tor  that  request  for  a  conference  committee  on 
the  subject.  It  is  not  intended  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
made  a  struggle  between  tne  Committee  on  Water 
and  the  Special  Committee;  neither  is  It  anv  reflec- 
tion upon  the  Water  Board  which  they  should  resent 
or  struggle  to  defeat.  It  comes  to  us  merely  as  an 
order  which  went  from  here,  passed  after  full  con- 
sideration, and  by  a  reasonable  majority,  and  vvas 
sent  back  in  the  shape  in  which  it  comes  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  It  seems  to  me  there  is  no  rea- 
son why  we  should  change  the  vote  of  the 
past,  nor  why  we  should  allow  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, by  putting  in  a  standing  committee,  to  put  that 
committee  in  antagonism  with  this  Council  as  a  re- 
flection upon  them.  It  is  not  so  intended,  and  hope 
it  will  not  be  made  so  in  this  Council  by  any  subter- 
fuge ot  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  The  true 
question  s  whether  we  shall  stick  to  our  original  text, 
and  maintain  the  dignity  of  this  Council  by  passing 
a  reasouable  and  proper  order  and  sending  it.  up,  the 
necessity  for  which  has  been  conceded  by  the  Alder- 
men iu  referring  it  to  the  other  committee,  or  wheth- 
er we  should  be  led  aside  by  their  action.  Now  look 
at  ihe  question  as  to  whether  or  not  we  or  the  Board 
ot  Aldermeu  were  right  or  wrong;.  In  the  first  place 
it  was  merely  an  order  asking  for  a  committee  to 
find  whether  there  were  impurities  in  the  water,  and 
if  so,  whether  they  could  be  remedied.  They  say 
you  get  all  this  from  the  Water  Board.  I  had  never 
betore  known  fiat  there  was  any  objection  to  the 
City  Government  acquiring  additional  iniormatiou, 
no  matter  how  much  they  have.  The  only  difficulty 
and  trouble  there  ever  seemed  to  me  was  tor  the  City 
Government  to  get  any  information  at  all,  for 
when  we  seek  it  ourselves,  we  are  met  with  ob- 
jections. Why  should  not  we  learn  all  we 
Can  about  the  water  supply  and  its  impuri- 
ties? It  is  our  duty.  That  is  what  we  are 
sent  here  for.  All  we  ask  by  that  oruer  is  that  the 
City  Govern  :ent  may  get  a  full  and  complete  knowl- 
edge of  the  question.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  told 
us  it  was  frivolous.  Is  it  a  frivolous  question  when 
the  water  supplied  to  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  is 
unfit  to  drink?  when  it  is  complained  of  in  our  daily 
papers?  when  people  are  buyins  it  at  enormous  fig- 
ures and  cannot  use  it,  and  are  supplying  themselves 
from  the  country?  The  water  is  unh't  for  drinking 
purposes,  and  the  Watei  Board  themselves  acknowl- 
edge it.  Take  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Health  of 
this  year,  who  have  gone  into  the  -abject  somewhat, 
and  you  will  And  on  page  i8  the  following  words: 

"Cochituate  Water — During  a  large  part  of  ast 
winter  and  of  the  spring,  the  tistr  and  smell  of  our 
drinking  water  in  a  portion  of  the  city  was  such  as  to 
cause  a  great  deal  of  complaint  and  considerable  anx- 
iety a-  to  its  effect  upon  the  health  of  the  people.  So 
great  was  the  fear  with  many  persons,  that  thoy  en- 
tirely abandoned  the  use  of  water  from  the  Dipea, 
except  lor  washing  purposes,  and  bought  water,  at 
various  prices,  and  from  various  sources,  lor  all 
drinking  and  cooking  demand*." 

The  Water  Board  themselves  acknowledged  it  in 
tin-  report  for  18X0.  Upon  page  2u,  you  will  And  a 
statement  'ike  this: 

•In  .Inly  another  alga,  the  c  athr  icyslis,  similar 
io  ,  in  ,,i  those  observed  in  reservoir  No.  3,  made  its 
appearance  in  large  quantities  in  the  water  of  Horn 
pond,  from  which  it  found  its  way  into  Mystic  pond, 
ami  thence   into   the   distributing  pipes;  being  very 

minute,  it   coul      not    be  stopped  bj  screen- 

The  plants  observed  were  extremely 'minute,  but  grew 
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in  such  quantities  as  to  nil  the  water,  to  which  they 
gave  a  mealy  appearance;  the  portions  near  the  sur- 
face of  the  water  were  often  slathered  together  by 
the  action  of  the  wind  into  green  Hatches  which 
were  blown  towards  the  lee  shore." 

In  their  report  for  1881,  upon  page  31,  is  another 
statement: 

"The  water  in  the  lake  was  free  from  alga;,  and 
appeared  clear  and  pure,  but  the  fishy  or  cucumber 

taste  was  very  strongly  marked The  vegetable 

growths  observed  in  1870  have  been  found  again  in 
the  Mystic  supply,  and  in  two  of  the  Sudbury  river 
reservoirs." 

TJp'on  page  27: 

"From  January  20th  to  February  5th,  1881,  no 
water  was  drawn  from  the  lake  for  supplying  the 
pity,  and  February  26th  the  'cucumber'  taste  having 
been  traced  to  this  source,  the  Kites  were  again 
closed  and  have  remained  so  since. 

On  page  123,  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of 
the  western  division  says: 

"Sudbuiy  River  Basics — Tnese  basins  were  placed 
in  my  charge  on  October  15th.  Luring;  the  summer 
a  vegetable  plant  called  the  Anaboema  had  devel- 
oped in  Basins  1  and  3,  rendering  their  water  some- 
what objectionable,  but  as  the  season  was  one  of  un- 
usual drought!  and  Basin  2  had  already  been  ex- 
hausted, there  was  no  alternative  but  to  draw  from 
Basin  3,  that  being  the  least  affected  of  the  two 
basins.  It  was  found  that  during  the  passage  of  the 
water  through  Farm  Pond  the  vegetable  matter  was 
somewhat  decreased  in  amount." 

And  he  goes  on  further,  on  page  125,  to  state  that— 

"Notwithstanding  the  unusually  favorable  condi- 
tions, the  Cochituaie  Lake  water  has  been  unfit  for 
use,  as  far  as  the  palate  is  concerned,  for  more  than 
two  months." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  that  is  the  testimony  of  the 
Water  Board,  to  whom  it  is  proposed  to  refer  this 
investigation.  But.  I  will  ask  you  to  go  farther  than 
that.  We  do  not  need  any  testimony  from  them  to 
establish  the  facts.  All  we  need  is  to  use  common 
sense,  to  taste  of  the  water,  to  look  at  it,  to  see  the 
people  about  us  going  everywhere  and  anywhere  to 
get  decent  and  fit  water  to  drink.  You  may  stand  on 
Tremont  >treet  and  find  a  team  from  morning  till 
night  pedd'.ing  drinking  water  at  one  cent  a  glass, 
and  that  in  a  rich  and  wealthy  city  like  our  own. 
The  fact  is  self-evident ;  we  do  not  need  to  argue  it 
at  all.  Now,  whether  or  not  the  question  is  frivol- 
ous. A  short  time  ago  the  Water  Board  and 
Water  Committee  asked  us  to  appropriate  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars  to  build  a  ne.v  basin— 
a  new  source  of  supply  for  the  City  of  Boston. 
And  why?  Because  they  said  the  supply  was  run- 
ning short.  The  testimony  is,  that  four-fifths  of 
our  oresent  supply  was  unfit  to  draw  from,  and 
drink.  That  is  to  say,  because  of  these  impurities 
in  our  water,  we  had  to  pay  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars  to  get  a  supply  equal  to  one-tifth  of  what  we 
already  have,  to  add  to  the  present  one-fifth  that  is 
fit  to  draw  from.  Is  that  frivolous?  Is  it  frivolous 
for  us  to  be  paying  four  hundred  thousand  dollars 
every  little  while  to  add  another  port  to  what  we  al- 
ready have?  I  need  not  argue  rhat  question.  I  need 
not  argue  in  regard  to  the  dangers  which  come  from 
these  impurities;  you  all  know  them.  We  need  not 
trace  thPin  back.  We  may  not  know  that  the  person 
who  is  sick  with  typhoid  fever  or  diphtheria  got  that 
sickness  originally  from  the  filth  and  dirt  sup- 
plied by  the  City  of  Boston.  Its  influence,  its  path 
is  traced  so  quietly  that  we  cannot  follow  it. 
But  common  sense  and  medical  science  tell  as 
that  that  is  the  cause  f  disease,  and  we  wish  to 
set  to  work  tn  remedy  it.  Now  what  has  been  done, 
granting  these  facrs,  by  the  Water  Board  to  remedy 
it.  What  have  they  done  to  find  the  trouble?  TJnon 
pag:es  38  and  39  of  the  report  of  1880  their  method  of 
investigation  is  full1/  set  forth: 

"For  the  benefit  of  those  to  whom  this  method  is 
yet  unfamiliar,  I  may  state  that  it  consists  in  evapo- 
rating a  certain  quantity  of  the  water  to  dryness, 
under  suitable  conditions,  and  subjecting  the  dry 
residue  which  remains  to  a  process  of  organic  analy- 
sis in  a  closed  vessel,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  convert 
all  the  carbon  and  nitrogen  of  the  organic  matter 
into  gaseous  substances,    which  are  collected   and 

measured The  method  is  difficult:  and  tedious, 

requiring  Hie  use  of  expensive  and  frangible  appa- 
ratus,  and  consuming  considerable  time;    and  for 

these    reasons    it  can   never    be    popular It 

must  be  borne  in  mind,  moieover,  that  the  sum  of 
the  amounts  of  organic  carbon  and  organic  nitrogen 
does  not  represent  the  actual  amount  of  organic 
matter  present,  for  most  organic  substances  which 


occur  in  natural  waters  contain  in  addition  a  larger  or 
smaller  amount  ot  oxygen  and  hydrogen;  how  much, 
in  any  particular  case,  we  cannot  tell. 

Now  I  do  not  know  much  of  chemistry,  but  I  know 
enough  to  understand  that  carbon  and' nitrogen  are 
chemical  elements  which  enter  into  almost  every 
known  substance.  The  chemist  cannot  tell  from  that 
analysis  whether  it  is  an  impurity  or  not.  It  is  merely 
carbon  and  nitrogen,  and  he  does  not  know  further 
than  that  what  it  is.  He  cannot  tell  you  whether  it 
is  an  animal  or  vegetable  product:  wnerher  it  is  -ew- 
age  or  something  eLe.  I  havs  had  the  curio-ity 
since  this  matter  was  disputed  to  investigate  it  some- 
what, and  have  found  what  seemed  to  be  a  reason- 
able solution;  and  that  is  a  inic-osoopiai  and  thor- 
ough examination  of  the  water  to  tell  us  what  it  is. 
An  expert  may  take  a  microscope  and  look  at  that 
water;  he  could  tell  you  accurately  what  each  atom 
of  the  water  was  as  easily  as  he  could  look-  into  this 
chamber  and  pick  out  the  Aldermen  from  the  t  oun- 
ciimeii.  To  carry  out  the  illustration,  I  maintain 
that  if  you  mix  up  this  whole  chamber  and  examine 
it  chemically,  the  chemist  could  not  tell  what  all  the 
persons  were,  but  the  microscope  could.  Why  has 
that  not  been  done  iu  regard  to  the  water?  I  had 
the  curiosity  to  read  further  the  niicroscouical  ex- 
amination wuich  have  been  made  of  our  water,  and 
to  trace  nack  aud  see  if  these  impurities  were,  as 
claimed  by  the  Water  Board  to  be,  mere  alga,  or 
vegetable  substances.  I  find  that  microscopy  has 
developed  in  the  water  spicules  aud  pieces  of  fresh 
water  sponges. 

Mr.  Rosnoakv  oi  Ward  16  (interrupting)— As  I  un- 
derstand the  time  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  20  is 
up,  I  move  that  the  rule  be  suspended  and  we  give 
the  gentleman  another  half  hour. 

Mr.  Meaiis's  time  was  extended. 
VIr.  Means — Besides  the  fresh  water  sponges,  some 
of  which  are  not  only  vegetable  but  animal,  :here  is 
the  spherotheca,  a  fungus  liable  to  produce  disease, 
also  the  bacterium,  which  also  produces  disease,  and 
the  gregartna,  a  worm  which  is  found  in  the  intes- 
tinal canal  of  man.  There  is  the  cetochilus,  epi- 
thelium scales,  and  many  other  forms  tint  are  found 
in  great  abundance  in  the  animal  product,  and  «  hich 
come  from  the  skios  of  human  beings  and  animals. 
I  have  a  list  of  almost  thirty  of  those  substances 
which  are  fouud  abundantly  in  our  Cocnituate  water, 
many  ot  which  are  dangerous  to  healtt ,  and  all  of 
which  I  claim  a  reasohable  and  proper  examin- 
ation would  have  shown.  Now  what  steps 
shall  be  taken  to  remedy  these  evils?  The  Water 
Board  have  said  there  is  no  wav  but  to  spend 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  erect  a  vast  screen 
through  which  to  filter  the  water.  That  I  suppose 
comes  troiu . 

Mr.  Greenough — Will  the  gentleman  give  way  a 
moment? 

Mr.  Means — I  will  give  way  shortly. 

Mr.  R-reen  >ugh— I  beg  leave  to  ask  a  question  as  to 
that  statement.    I  would  like  to  hear  it  repeated. 

Mr.  Meaus— t  have  it  printed  and  will  show  it. 
Now,  sir,  if  we  look  about  us  at  some  of  the  humbler 
towns  aud  cities  yve  hud  that  Woburn,  very  near 
to  us.  had  the  same  difficulty.  Her  water  was  bad . 
What  did  she  do?  She  digs  down  a  simple  trench, 
lets  the  water  filter  through  that  and  draws  it 
off,  and  it  comes  clear  and  spaikltng  as  from 
a  spring.  The  town  of  Brookline  has  a  filtering 
gallery.  They  take  their  water  from  a  worse  source 
of  supply  than  we  do.  They  dug  a  treuch  down  by 
the  side  of  the  river,  walled  up  the  side,  let  the 
water  come  through  the  bottom,  and  chey  draw  it  off 
clear  and  fit  to  drink.  There  is  no  great  expense 
about  thar,  and  why  should  not  we  do  something  of 
that  sort?  If  that  is  not  practicable,  at  least  let 
sometning  be  set  afoot  to  find  out  what  is  practicable. 
Showing,  aj  I  hope  I  have,  the  necessity  for  looking 
up  this  thing,  I  will  merely  close  as  I  began  with  the 
hope  that  it  will  not  be  left  to  the  Watei  Board,  nor 
yet  with  the  Committee  on  Water.  I  know  how  ir  is. 
As  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  I  should 
not  like  to  be  called  to  investigate  the  Street  Com- 
missioners who  are  associated  with  me.  Thev  are 
friends  of  mine,  and  I  should  not  like  to  be  put  iu  the 
position  of  investigating  n;yr  own  department.  As 
originally  appointed,  the  special  committee  was 
picked  out  with  the  idea  of  representing  all  parties, 
as  is  the  committee  which  I  propose  to-nigh;— the 
Committee  on  Water,  the  Committee  on  Health,  and 
one  member  of  the  Council  at  large.  I  do  not  see 
why  we  should  now  change  from  our  originally  good 
attempt,  and  I  hope  the  substitute  I  hav  offered 
will  prevail. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1 — The  gentleman  from  Wat  1 
20  has  made  a  good  speech.  There  is  no  question 
about  that,  and  I  do  not  know  but  that  it  may  fall 
upon  good  ground.    He  speass  about  appointing 
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special  committee.  I  aui  very  glad  to  Know  there  is 
one  branch  ot the  City  Government  that  has  not  so 
far  forgotten  itself,  or  forgotten  that  it  appointed 
committees  at  the  beginning  01  the  year  for  certain 
purposes,  ami  to  which  certain  matters  should 
be  referred.  This  branch,  when  aw  tier-  of  im- 
portance come  up.  has  invariable  appointed  special 
committees,  and  ignored  the  standing  committee;  to 
which  those  matters  soould  be  .eferred.  Here  is  a 
question  of  great  importance  relating  to  the  Water 
Department,  and  it  is  desired  to  appoint  a  special 
committee  to  looic  into  it.  It  the  Water  Committee, 
to  whom  I  believe  this  matter  rightfully  be  oags,  is 
not  composed  ot  capaole  persons  to  consiuer  it,  1 
say  non  that  tvc  have  a  ne>v  President,  let  huu  turn 
them  out  ami  appoint  a  new  committee.  That  is  mj 
opinion.  The  gentleman  mistrusts  the  Water  Board; 
he  -  iys  they  do  nothing. 

Mr.  .Means — I  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon. 

Air.  Loveli — Well,  words  10  that  effect— that  is 
what  I  understood  him  to  say.  I  have  my  doubts  as 
to  whether  the  gentleman  has  ever  visited  the  Water 
Board.  Both  li>8t  year  and  this  year  I  have  always 
found  the  Water  Board  perfectly  willing  to  give  me, 
or  any  aentleman  that  went  to  them,  all 'the  informa- 
tion they  have  upon  matters  of  this  kind.  There  is 
no  doubt  but  What  if  the  gentleman  would  go  there, 
he  would  hud  that  the  Water  Board  were  able  to  eali 
by  name  every  one  of  these  animals  he  has  found 
through  the  microscope.  In  fact,  they  have  become 
so  familiar  with  the  Water  Board  that  they  will 
aluio-t  follow  tliem.  I  have  ho  doubt  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  20  is  an  expert  in  these  matrers,  but 
it  is  not  widely  known.  I  am  not  expert  enough  to 
tell  whether  toe  ''great  arena"  and  "scales"  mixed 
together  "ill  make  this  taste  in  the  water  to-day. 
Tint  is  a  matter  which  will  be  developer).  The 
gentleman  spoke  about  the  appropriation  of  four 
bundled  thousand  dollars,  that  it  was  made 
to  give  us  quantity  of  water.  We  have  got 
to  have  water,  even  it  the  quality  is  not  so  good 
as  it  is  now.  I  am  glad  to  know  that  the  gen- 
tleman and  the  people  of  his  sectiou  of  the  city  drink 
water  enough  to  lell  what  th«  quality  of  the  ta<te  is. 
He  states  that  one-thin!  of  our  supplv  was  unfit  to  be 
used.  I  make  his  statement,  audi  think  the  Water 
Board  will  bear  me  out,  that  a  few  da*s  after  Basin 
No.  3  was  charged  to  be  most  the  impure,  the  water 
was  turned  on  from  it.and  we  nave  not  had  better  wa- 
terthau  was  di  awn  from  Basm  No.  3.  Now,  in  refer- 
ence to  tlie  matter  under  consideration,  I  feel  rather 
sensitive.  From  wbat  I  know  of  the  Water  Commit- 
tee, I  believe  the>  will  give  this  board  every  particle 
of  informal  ion  it  is  possible  for  any  committee  ap- 
pointee, here  to  give  tnem.  I  wish  I  could  make  the 
gentleman  believe  as  I  do,  that  the  Water  Committee 
do  not  intend  to  cover  up  anything;  nor  do  they  in- 
tend to  countenance  anything  in  the  action  of  the 
Water  B<ard  that  will  prevent  us  from  .solving  this 
mystery.    I  hope  the  oiiginal  motion  will  prevail. 

"Mr.  Greeiiough— I  will  detain  the  Council  but  a 
single  moment.  It  is  obvious  they  have  had  enough 
of  this  talk.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  20  may  no- 
tice that  there  are  not  so  many  members  present  as 
before.  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  his 
motion  passes  nothing  will  be  done.  When  he  talks 
about  the  Common  I  ouncil  standingup  for  its  rights, 
and  being  called  frivolous,  I  say  that  if  we  pass  his 
order  and  send  it  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  nothing 
will  be  done.  But  if  this  order  passes  the  commit- 
tee will  talc  hold  of  it  immediately.  The  committee 
decided  ye-terday  that  although  ibis  order  w;rs  not 
exactly  the  one  that  ought  to  be  passed,  yet  it  had 
better  be  taken  up  in  this  form.  If  the  gentleman's 
or 'er  is  passed  it  will  go +o  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  be  indefinitely  postponed:  aothing  will  be  done 
and  we  shall  not  have  a  chance  to  learn  what  is  shown 
by  the  microscope.    I  move  the  previou-  question . 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

Air.  Alean-'s  substitute  was  rejected. 

Mr.  'William-'-  substitute  was  rejected. 

The  original  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Greenougl.  moved  a  reconsideration.    Lost. 

Later  in  toe  session  .Mr.  Pray  of  War-!  5  sub- 
mitted a  r -port  from  the  Committee  on  Health  on 
tin- order  to  inquire  whether  further  legislation  is 
needed  to  protect  our  sources  of  water  -apply  from 
tion— That  it  is  not  desirable  at  present  to  a-k 
for  any  additional  legislation  on  the  subject  of  pollu- 
tion ot  water  supply.     Accepted.     Sent  up. 

THE  rOXFKIiENCE    ON  SALARIES. 

Mr.  Smith,  ol  Ward  21,  submitted  the  following: 
ecial  committee  of  the  Common  Council  an- 
notated to  confer  with  a  special  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  regarding  the  difference  between 
(be  two  brandies  on  the  -object  of  the  salaries  ot 
certain  city  officials,  beg  leave  to  report  tliat  as  a 


result  of  said  conference  the  two  committee-  bave 
agreed  to  recommend  the  following  salaries  in  the 
disputed  cases  referred  to  then',  namely: 

Mayor's  Clerk S1.800 

Citj  Clerk 4.000 

Clerk  of  Committees    3.250 

City  treasurer 

as  Treasurer  of  Hie  Sinking  Fund.. . 

City  Collector 

Assistant  Clerk  of  Committees 1,600 

Receiver  of  Water  Kate- 2,200 

City  Surveyor 3.100 

Water  Registrar 3  000 

Street  Commissioners'  (  It  vk. 2,000 

Inspector  of  Buildings'  "lerk 1,500 

One  Assistant  inspector 1,500 

Superintennent  of  Health , 3.000 

City  Physical  n 2,700 

Citv  Registrar 2,5^0 

City  Architect 3,500 

Superintendent  of  Sewers 3,5H0 

Superintendent  of  Printing 2.000 

Superintendent  of   Fanetlil-Hall  Market 2,200 

Deputy  superintendent  of  Faneuil-Hall  .Market.       1,300 

Superintendent  of  rublic  Grounds 2,200 

Chairman  Board  of   Assessois 3  oOO 

Secretary  Board  of  Assessors 3,200 

Three  Principal  Assessors,  each 2.700 

The  committee  were  unable  t  agree  upon  the  sal- 
aries of  the  City  Treasurer  and  the  City  Collector. 
In  recommending  the  salary  for  the  Citv  Architect  it 
was  agreed  that  the  sum  named  should  be  condition- 
ed upon  that  official  devoting  his  whole  time  to  the 
seivice  of  the  city. 

For  the  Commit' ee  of  the  Common  Council, 

N.  G.  Smith,  Chairman. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Mr.  S.nith  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance, 

Establishing  the  Salaries  ot  Cei  tain  City  Officers 
Be  it  ordained,  etc. 

Section  1.  The  salaries  of  the  following  named 
officers  shall  be  at  the  rate  per  annum  placed  against 
their  respective  names,  beginning  on  the  first  das  of 
April,  18*1,  payable  monthly,  subject  to  the  deduc- 
tion of  any  and  all  sums  due  from  such  officer-  to 
the  city;  and  all  of  said  officers  receiving' moneys  in 
their  official  capacity  shall  account  for  tlie  same: 

Mavor's   Clerk gl,800 

City  Clerk 4,000 

Clerk  of  Coinmitieees 3.250 

Assistant  Clerk  of  Committees 1.000 

Receiver  of  Water  Rates 2,200 

City  Surveyor 3 ,100 

Water  Registrar 3,000 

Street  Commissioners'  clerk 2.000 

Inspector  of  Buildings' Clerk 1.500 

One  Assistant  Inspector ;  1.500 

Superintendent  of  Health 3,000 

City  Physician 2,700 

Cily  Registrar 2 ...  50 

City  Architect 3,500 

Superintendent  of  Sewers  3,500 

Superintendent  of  Printing 2,000 

Superintendent  of  Fanetul- Hall  .Market 2.200 

Deputy  Superintendent  of  Faneuil-Hall  Market....   1,300 

Superintendent  of  Public  Crounus ..   2,200 

Chairman  Board  of  Assessois 3,o00 

secretary  hoard  of  Assessors 3,200 

Three  Prineinal  Assessors,  each 2,700 

Specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  9  P.  il. 

Mr.  Smith  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
requested  to  report  an  amendment  to  the  ordinance 
to  establish  the  office  of  City  Architect,  providing 
that  ihe  City  Architect  shall  devote  the  whole  of  hi.- 
time  to  the  service  of  the  City. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr   Wliitmore,  of  Ward  12. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wharton  the  report  and  ordi 
nance  were  ordered  printed. 

EXTENSION  OF  D   STKEET. 

Mr.  Lauteu,  of  Ward  14,  called  up  the  specia 
assignment  for  eight  and  a  half  o'c'ock  IJ.  M..  viz: 

Order  to  contract  for  the  raising  of  the  grade  of 
the  Old  Colony  &  Newport  R.  R.,  ami  for  building 
the  bridge  and  abutments  over  the  line  of  IJ  stree 
extended,  at  an  expense  uot  exceeding  $45,000;  also 
an  order  to  rescind  the  order  of  April  311,  1881,  on  the 
subject. 

Mr,  Lauten — This  is  an  order  to  increase  the  for- 
mer appropriation  by  ten  thousand  dollars.  It  is 
caused  by  the  natural  increase  m  the  price  of  mate- 
rials and  labor.  The  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company 
have  met  the  city  in  a  very  liberal  spirit,  are  willing 
to  undertake  to  do  the  work  and  will  also  pay  one- 
half  the  cost.  It  is  very  necessary  the  order  should 
pass  so  we  can  commence  the  work  this  year  and  fin- 
ish it  early  in  the  spring. 

Mr.  Gieenough  of  Ward  9— How  did  it  happen 
that  the  contracts  were  not  made  for  the  execution 
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of  tbis  work  immediately  upon  the  passage  of  the 
order  appropriating  §35,000? 

Mr.  Lauten— In  Juue,  1880,  the  Old  Colony  Rail- 
road Company  made  an  offer  to  do  the  work  for 
$105,000.  At  that  time  the  Committee  on  Streets 
did  not  see  where  the  monej  was  to  coine 
from,  and  it  was  thought  1  est  to  ltt  the  mat- 
ter go  over  until  this  year  and  put  the 
amount  into  the  tax  levy,  which  was  done.  Since 
then  the  old  engiueer  of  the  railroad  has  died,  and  a 
new  engineer  been  appointed,  and  the  latter  told  the 
company  the  work  could  not  be  done  for  any  such 
money,  it  will  now  cost  §77,900.  Of  course  the 
committee  are  doing  the  best  they  can  for  the  city, 
and  the  more  it  is  delayed  the  more  it  will  cost.  At 
that  time  the  company  were  to  pay  833,000  and  the 
city  §35,000.  Now  they  are  to  pay  $32,000  and  the 
city  $45,000. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  ask  for  a  ruling  of  toe  Chair- 
as  to  whether  this  matter  will  not  have  to  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  before  it  is  passed. 

Mr.  Lauten— The  committee  now  have  $55,000- 
All  they  ask  is  authority  to  make  a  contract  for  $55,. 
000.  it  will  not  be  finished  this  year,  and  next  year 
they  can  come  in  and  ask  for  ten  thousand  dollars  to 
put  into  the  tax  levy.  They  have  the  means  to  go 
ahead  and  do  a  part  ot  the  work. 

Mr.  Hart  ot  Ward  lb — I  should  like  to  know 
whether  there  was  any  fault  of  the  committee  or 
anybody  else  in  not  making  this  contract  at  the  time. 
Asl  remember  it,  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company 
agreed  to  do  a  certain  work  for  $35,000.  It  was  ex- 
pected to  cost  more,  but  they  agreed  to  do  it  for  that, 
and  last  year  we  put  it  through  to  cost  that  much 
money.    Now  why  wasn't  it  done? 

Mr.  Lauten— The  reason  was  because  the  offer  of 
the  railroad  company  was  not  accepted  by  any  com- 
mittee. The  non-election  of  Alderman  Flynn  may 
have  had  something  to  do  with  it.  Last  year  the 
committee  looked  about  for  $45,000;  they  had  money, 
and  it  was  thought  best  to  pay  fur  the  improvement 
as  we  went  along,  and  it  was  put  into  the  tax  levy 
for  this  year.  The  controversy  between  Alderman 
Flynn  and  another  Alderman  was  not  settled  until 
quite  late  in  the  year,  and  when  we  looked  to  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad  to  complete  the  contract  they  offered 
to  make  in  the  June  previous,  they  °aid  they  could 
not  do  it  for  the  same  amount.  If  the  city  should 
undertake  this  work  it  could  Dot  be  done  for  one- 
half  the  expense  that  tne  Old  Colony  Railroad  can 
do  it  tor.  The  Committee  on  Streets  feel  that  the 
Old  Colony  Railroad  Company  have  met  the  city  in 
a  very  liberal  spirit  by  agreeing  to  pay  the  cost  of 
one-half  of  an  improvement  needed  by  the  city. 
We  shall  have  a  street  which  has  been  a  public 
necessity  for  years.  I  think  the  city  is  getting  a 
great  bargain  by  having  the  railroad  do  it  for  one- 
halt  the  cost. 

Mr.  Greenough — I  wish  to  state  that  I  do  not  pro- 
pose ro  oppose  the  measnie.  I  went  over  there  one 
d"y,  alio  ;.ave  no  doubt  it  is  a  greatly  needed  im- 
provement.   I  shall  vote  for  the  order. 

Mr.  Swan  of  Ward  24— Will  not  the  committee  be 
obliged  to  come  in  at  some  future  period  and  ask 
for  an  additional  appropriation  of  $10,000?  As  I 
understand  it  now,  they  a-k  for  permission  to  spend 
$10,000  for  a  part  of  the  work  they  were  authorized 
to  do,  and  that  will  leave  them  short  for  the  re- 
mainder ot  the  work. 

Mr.  Lauten — That  is  true,  and  the  committee  were 
honest  enough  to  tell  you  so.  It  will  cost  $45,000, 
but  we  are  not  obliged  to  spend  all  the  money  this 
year.  We  can  mit  the  additional  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars into  the  tax  levy  next  year. 

The  orders  nue  passed.  Mr.  Lauten  moved  to 
reconsider.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

THE    HIRI2TG    OF    MB.    DOOGUE'S    GREENHOUSES. 

Mr.  Parkman,  of  Ward  9,  called  I  or  past  assignment 
No.  6,  viz.: 

Order  to  hire  the  greenhouses  of  William  Doogue 
for  the  storage,  etc.,  of  city  plants  during  the  win- 
ter, at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $1000. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19—1  am  surprised  that  the 
gentleman  should  call  for  that  order  to-night.  He 
is  aware  that  a  committee  are  investigating  that  sub- 
ject. They  will  be  ready  to  report  in  two  weeks 
from  to-nigh*.  I  feel  quite  sue  that  the  gentlemen 
of  this  Council  will  be  prepared  to  votp  more  intel- 
ligently upon  this  matter  after  bearing  the  report  of 
the  committee  'hail  they  are  to-night.  Therefore  I 
move  to  assign  to  two  weeks  from  to-uigbt  at  nine 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Parkman— Two  weeks  ago  I  introduced  that 
order  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Committee  on 
Coinino'u, because  we  desired  to  be  authorized  to  do 
something  this  winter  with  the  plants  whicb  we  have 


in  charge,  and  with  which  gentlemen  of  the  Council 

will  recognize  something  has  got  to  be  clone.  At  the 
request  of  a  member  the  order  was  assigned  for  one 

week,  and  it  has  gone  over  for  two  weeks.  Although 

the  report  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  refers 
to,  has  already  been  called  for  several  times  in  this 

Council,  it  is  for  cerrain  reasons  postponed  for  two 
weeks  further.  I  should  not  press  this  motion  ex- 
cept foi  the  fact  that  the  Committee  on  Common  is 
placed  in  such  a  position  that,  unless  this  order  is 
passed,  the  city's  plants  are  liable  to  be  sacrificed. 
The  frosts  have  already  come,  and  temporary  stor- 
age has  been  arranged  for,  but  this  thing  cannot  go 
on  indefinitely,  and  I  think  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Council  will  recognize  that  it  is  a  matter  to  which 
attention  should  be  paid  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Rosnosky—  I  should  favor  having  this  laid 
over  as  long  as  the  gentleman  has  made  a  statement 
that  we  can  vote  more  intelligently  after  hearing  the 
report  of  the  committee.  There  will  be  nothing  lost 
by  it,  as  the  plants  are.  already  taken  care  of  and  are 
in  the  hot  house.  It  is  simply  a  question  of  the 
amount  of  money  it  will  cost  to  keep  them,  and  I  do 
not  see  why  yve  should  not  wait  two  weeks  to  hear 
the  report  of  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Fitzpatriek — rhe  gentleman  from  vVard  19  has 
stated  that  a  committee  is  investigating  this  matter 
now.  I  understand  that  this  is  a  separate  order  from 
the  one  they  have  before  them. 

Mr.  Maguire — The  subject  we  are  investigating 
bears  upon  this  oi  der.  For  the  benefit  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  I  yvould  ^ar  that  the  gentleman 
is  asking  four  times  what  we  could  get  the  same 
work  done  for.  A  p?rty  has  offered  to  do  tbis  yvork 
for  one  quarter  of  the  money  Mr.  Doogue  proposes 
to  do  it  for.  After  tnat  report  conies  in,  I  think 
gentlemen  will  be  satisfied  that  Mr.  Doogue  will  not 
have  charge  ot  those  plants  this  winter  lor  the 
amount  named  in  this  order.  This  is  only  an  enter- 
ing wedge.  He  has  a  faculty  for  bringing  in  a  bill 
when  any  member  of  the  committee  will  wink  at  it. 
Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  16— This  matter  of  a  green- 
house has  been  before  every  Committee  on  Common 
since  1879.  In  that  year  they  went  from  Hingham  to 
Newton  to  find  a  place  to  store  those  plants,  and 
then  tbey  had  to  take  Mr.  Doogue's  greenhouse. 
The  City  of  Boston  owns  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  plants  of  a  specimen  that  has  never 
been  seen  on  the  grounds  that  the  superintendent 
has  been  raising  for  two  years,  and  which  are  rare. 
1  don't  believe  a  roan  can  be  found  to  take  care  of 
those  plants  for  a  quarter  of  the  amount  named  in 
this  order.  A  thousand  dollars  is  a  small  amount. 
Mr.  Doogue  pays  taxes  on  $20,000,  and  he  gives  the 
city  the  use  of  that  land  lor  $1000.  I  think  it  is  a 
very  good  offer. 

Mr.  Gove— When  this  matter  came  up  two  weeks 
ago,  I  asked  that  it  be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting, 
believing  that  the  Committee  on  Investigation  would 
be  ready  to  report.  But  for  various  causes  the  com- 
mittee are  unable  to  report.  I  am  lvady  to  enter 
into  a  discussion  of  tbis  matter  to-mght,  but 
think  toe  Council  will  be  better  able  to  deal  with 
this  question  after  bearing  the  report  of  the  In- 
vestigating Committee.  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
19  ana  myself  saw  a  party  this  afternoon  who  has  a 
good  greenhouse,  and  would  rent  it  to  the  City 
of  Boston  for  about  a  quarter  of  what  it  cost  last 
winter.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  16  may  he  cor- 
rect in  saying  tW"  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  plants, 
but  that  is  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  more  than  I 
had  heard  of. 

Mr.  Barry  —  We  have  Mr.  Doogue's  statement 
for  it. 

Mr.  Gove — We  have  a  statement  that  they  at  no 
time  exceeded  a  huudred  thousand. 

The  subject  was  specially  assigoed  to  the  next 
meeting,  at  time  o'clock,  22  for,  16  against. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  READING. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Council  considered 
the  order  for  the  supply  of  supplementary  reading  to 
the  public  schools,  at  an  expense  of  $1000,  with  pro- 
posed amendment. 

Mr.  Child  moved  to  lay  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Whitmore  thought  they  had  better  take  a  test 
vote  upoc  a  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone. 

Mr.  Harkmati  thought  it  should  be  laid  over  for 
the  present,  out  of  courtesy  to  the  gentleman  who 
had  Ireen  elected  President,  so  that  some  one  else 
could  become  familiar  with  the  matter  and  de- 
bate it. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  he  would  make  no  objection  to 
the  appeal  of  the  gentleman  fro-u  Ward  9,  and  sug- 
gested a  special  assignment  rather  than  laying  it 
upon  the  table  indefinitely. 

■  "Mr.   Child  accepted   the  suggestion,    and  on  his 
motion   further   consideration  of   the   matter  was 
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special] v  assigned  to  three  weeks  from  to-night,  at 
8.3' i  P.  M. 

ORCHARD  PARK. 

Mr.  Connell,  of  Ward  20,  called  up  the  pa.-t  assign- 
ment, viz.: 

Report  recommending  reference  to  the  next  City 
Canned  of  the  subject  of  enlarging  Orchard  park. 

.Mr.  Connell  offered  as  a  substitute  the  following, 
and  moved  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee uj  Finance: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Common  and  Squares  he  aud  are  hereby  authorized 
to  take  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  for  tne  purpose  of 
enlarging  Orchard  Park,  in  the  Roxbury  District, 
the  land  bounded  by  Orchard,  Yeoman  an. I  Chad- 
wick  streets,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  §40,000. 

Mr.  Parkman  thought  that  the  reference  would 
carry  with  it  the  approbation  of  the  measure  by  the 
Council  and  that  it  had  better  be  discussed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  eight  o'clock,  P.  M. 

STANIFORD    STREET. 

The  following  was  received: 

Office  of  the  Board  of 

Street  Commissioners, 

Boston,  Oct.  27th,  1881.) 
To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council. 

The  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  respectfully 
report,  in  answer  to  your  order  of  the  13th  inst. , 
that  in  their  judgment  to  make  a  street  of  not  less 
than  fifty  feet  wide,  in  continuation  of  Staniford 
street,  from  Green  to  Me.-riuiaek  street,  following 
substantially  the  lines  of  Lymt.n  and  Prospect 
streets,  would  require  an  appropriation  of  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars. 

Bv  order  of  the  Boird  of  Street  Commissioners. 
J.  H.  JENKINS,  Clerk. 

Mr.  nreenough  stated  that  in  the  original  order 
nothing  was  said  about  tne  width  of  the  street.  Ly- 
man street  is  only  19  feet  wide,  and  every  one  knows 
the  inconvenience  of  driving  through  it.  It  seeme 
to  him  that  it  would  he  more  convenient  to  open  a 
street  through  there  than  to  widen  Portland  sireet, 
•f  it  could  he  done  without  any  great  cost.  But  he 
was  not  in  favor  of  a  wide  street  through  if  it  was 
to  cost  §200,000. 

On  mction  of  Mr.  Kreenough  the  communication 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets  with  in- 
structions to  report  at  an  early  day.    Sent  up. 
petition  pbesented. 

By  Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17— Petition  of  James  L. 
Plimpton  for  release  of  conditions  in  deed.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  2  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

THE  DEATH  OF  HOSEMAN  TOBhY. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Ward  23,  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Fire  Department  to  whom  was 
referred  the  order  to  nay  Mrs.  Z.  A.  Tobey,  widow  of 
Thomas  A.  J.  Tobey,  a  fireman  who  was  killed 
while  in  the  service  of  the  city,  the  sum  of  three 
thousand  dollars,  having  considered  the  subject,  re- 
spectfully report  as  follow: 

Mr.  Tobey,  who  was  a  hoseuan  on  the  tireboat 
Wui.  M.  Flanders,  was  killed  on  the  15th  of  April 
last,  while  returning  from  an  alarm  oi  lire  fr  >m 
Box  176. 

The  boat  was  passing  through  Meridian-street 
bridge;  the  draw  was  not  turned  wholly  off,  but  was 
opened  only  far  enough  to  allow  the  boat  to  pass. 
It  was  dark  and  foggy,  the  tide  was  very  high  ami 
the  wind  blowing  a  gale.  The  boat  was  carried 
against  the  projecting  end  of  the  draw  and  Mr. 
Tobey  who,  it  is  claim' d,  was  endeavoring  to  fend 
her  off,  was  crushed  between  the  boathouse  and  the 
draw ,  and  died  soon  afterwards  from  the  injuries 
received. 

It  is  not  claimed  that  the  city  is  legally  liable  for 
the  accident,  or  that  it  was  caused  by  carelessness  or 
negligence  on  the  part  of  aoy  one.  It  appears  that 
the  accident  was  due  entirely  to  an  unforseen  and 
unfortunate  combination  of  circumstances,  and  re- 
lief is  a.-ked  for  under  the  provisions  of  the  Statute 
made  to  meet  such  cases. 

Mr.  Tobev  left  a  wife  aud  child  in  destitute  Cir- 
cumstances, bis  surplus  earnings  had  been  invested 
in  i  house  which  is  heavily  mortgaged,  and  his  widow 
is  in  oanger  of  losing  the  equity  unless  some  lelief 
is  afforded  her. 

Chapter  258,  Act.  of  1873,  provides  that  the  City  of 
i  may  expend  not  exceeding  three  thousand 
dollars  annually  for  the  relief  of  firemen  disabled, 
and  of  the  families  of  liremen  killed,  in  the  service 
of  the  city  The  City  Council  is  authorized,  by  this 
statute,  to  pass  Hie  order  which  was  referred  to' your 


committee.  Section  3,  of  chapter  107,  Acts  of  1880. 
author!zes  the  payment  of  an  annuity,  not  exceeding 
three  hundred  dollars,  to  the  wiaow  of  a  fireman 
who  shall  die  from  injuries  received  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duty.  Such  annuity  would  be  paid  under  the 
direction  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  from  sums 
specially  appropriated  from  time  to  time  by  the 
(.  ity  Council.  In  the  present  case  it  is  desired  to  pay 
Mrs.  Tobey  the  lull  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  1873, 
as  such  pavment  will  meet  her  necessities  better  than 
the  receipt  of  au  annuity. 

The  committee,  after  carefully  considering  all  the 
facts  in  the  case,  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  payment 
should  be  made.  Mr.  Tobey  was  a  brave  and  faith- 
ful servant  of  the  city.  Daring  his  seven  years  of 
service  he  performed  all  his  duties  in  an  exemplary 
manner,  and  it  was  while  discharging  those  duties 
that  he  met  a  sudden  and  violent  death.  It  is  clearly 
one  of  those  cases  which  the  tatute  was  intended 
to  cover.  Tnis  is  the  first  time  for  many  years  that  a 
fireman  or  fireman's  family  has  applied  for  assist- 
ance, and  ihe  petition  should  be  treated  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  show  to  the  members  of  the  Fire  De- 
partment that  the  statute  is  not  a  dead  letter:  that 
the  City  Council  appreciates  their  services,  and  that 
when  called  upon  to  imperil  life  aud  limb  in  the  line 
of  duty,  their  families  will  not,  in  case  of  accident, 
be  left  unprovided  for. 

The  committee,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend 
the  passage  of  the  order  which  was  referred  to  them. 
For  the  Committee,  A.  S.  Brown. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  al  owed  and  paid  to  Mrs. 
Z.  A.  Tobey,  widow  of  the  late  Thomas  J.  Tobey,  a 
fireman,  who  was  killed  on  the  fireboatjVVi  Ham  M. 
Flanders  on  the  15th  day  of  April,  1881,  while  in  the 
service  of  the  citv,  the  sum  of  §3000. 

Ordered,  That  the  Finance  Committee  be  requested 
to  provide  the  means  for  the  payment  of  said  sum. 

The  report  was  accepted  andthequesiion  wasupon 
giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1  said  this  matter  was  before 
the  Committee  on  Claims,  who  after  a  careful  ex- 
amination reported  leave  to  withdraw.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  the  chairman  of  that  committee  he  moved 
to  assign  to  the  next  meeting.  He  did  no  think  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Department  had  before  them  all 
the  witnesses  that  were  before  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  Brown  said  the  committee  were  ready  to  dis- 
cuss the  question  this  evening  if  necessary,  but  he 
would  make  no  objection  to  the  special  assignment. 

Mr.  Gove  said  the  committee  fully  appreciated 
the  facts  connected  with  the  case,  and  had  the  great- 
est sympathy  for  the  widow.  If  they  had  thought  it 
right  to  pay  any  money  to  this  widow  they  would 
have  been  glad  to  recommend  it.  But  they  thought 
it  was  not  one  of  the  cases  that  come  within  the 
statute.  He  had  asked  to  have  it  assigned,  out  of 
courtesy  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  Brimbecom  of  Ward  18 — I  had  the  honor  to 
introduce  that  petition,  aud  requested  to  be  noti- 
fied of  the  hearing.  We  were  notified  of  the  hear- 
ing and  when  we  got  there  we  only  had  ten  minutes 
to  put  in  the  case.  I  requested  that  if  there  was 
another  hearing  I  should  be  uodfied,  but  the  first  I 
heard  of  it  was  the  report  put  into  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. We  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  the  city  is 
legally  liable,  bnt  we  do  think  this  woman  ought  to 
be  reimbursed  by  the  City  of  Boston  for  the  lo-s  of 
her  husnand. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost,  and  the  question 
came  upon  referring  the  orders  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  (Jove — If  I  remember  the  statute  upon  which 
this  petition  is  based,  it  stales  substantially  that 
where  a  fireman  is  injured  in  the  discbarge  of  his 
duty  the  city  may  in  its  discretion  pay  to  his  heirs, 
widow  or  children  such  a  sum  not  exceeding  three 
thousand  dollars  as  may  seem  proper,  flie  Com- 
mittee on  Claims  called  in  the  captain  of  the  fire- 
boat,  who  stated  that  when  Mr.  Tobey  was  taken  to 
the  station  house  on  Battery  street,  he  stated  that 
it  was  by  reason  of  his  own  acts  that  he  was  in- 
jured, that  Ins  duties  did  not  call  him  to  the  posi- 
tion in  which  he  was  when  he  met  with  the  accident, 
that  nobody  sent  him  there,  there  was  no  reason 
why  he  should  be  there,  that  he  went  there  simply 
and  solely  for  the  purpose  of  getting  out  of  the 
wind,  lor  it  was  a  hard  night.  If  the  Council  want 
to  vote  this  money  I  as  one  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims  have  nothing  to  say;  but  I  am  here  to 
do  what  I  think  the  law  allows.  If  this  man  had 
lost  his  lite  at  a  fire,  I  would  vote  in  a  moment  to 
pay  Lis  widow  such  a  sum  as  seeined  to  me  right  ami 
proper.  But  he  yvas  in  the  same  position  that 
any    lireman    returning   from   a    fire    is  in.     If    a 
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fireman  going  home  should  fall  upon  the  street 
and  set  run  over,  ami  die  by  reason  of  the  acci- 
dent, it  does  not  seem  to  me  that  the  statute  would 
apply  to  the  cuse.  This  is  a  parallel  case  to  the  one 
I  have  suggested.  I  cannot  vole  to  give  this  widow 
anyching.  I  can  be  as  charitable  with  my  own  means 
as  the  next  one,  but  I  cannot  be  charitable  with  your 
money,  nor  can  you  be  charitable  with  mine.  1  am 
here  to  vote  away  somebody's  else  money,  not  my 
own.  This  Council  has  no  right  to  pay  out  money 
that  the  laws  do  not  permit  us  to  pay  out.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  a  case  that  comes  within  the  statute  men- 
tioned in  the  report. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  think  the  Council 
voted  rather  hastily.  I  understood  the  two  gentle- 
men particularly  interested  agreed  that  it  should  be 
assigned.  It  is  an  important  matter,  one  upon  which 
we  ought  not  to  act  unadvisedly.  I  move  that  it  be  as- 
signed to  the  next  meeting  at  ten  minutes  before 
nine  o'clock. 

Mr.  Brown  did  not  object  to  the  assignment, 
although  prepared  to  explain  the  matter  as  he  and 
his  associates  found  it. 

Mr.  Smith  said  it  would  require  forty-eight  votes 
to  pass  the  order,  and  less  than  that  number  were 
present,    .further  discussion  to-night  was  useless. 

Mr.  Wheeler's  motion  to  assign  was  carried. 
DUDLEY  SCHOOL. 

A  request  was  received  from  the  School  Committee 
for  a  suitable  accommodaiion  for  the  primary  pupils 
in  the  Dudley  school.  Referred  to  Commfttee  on 
Public  Instruction. 

PARK  COMMITTED. 

The  President  announced  his  own  resignation  from 
the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Public  Parks,  and 
appointed  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ward  21,  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

TELLERS. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Deuney  of  Ward 
12,  and  flosley  of  Ward  15,  tellers  for  the  Fourth 
Division. 

AMERICAN  ELECTRIC  LIGHT  IN  CITY  HALL. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  on  the  petition 
of  the  American  Electric  Light  Company  for  leave 
to  place  its  lamps  in  the  corridors  of  City  Hall  and 
the  room  occupied  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  that 
tbev  have  considered' the  request  of  the  petitioners 
and'  are  in  favor  of  a  test  of  this  method  of  lighting 
the  City  Hall.  They  therefore  ask  for  the  passage 
of  an  order— That  the  American  Electric  Light 
Company  be  authorized  to  place  its  lamps  in  the  cor- 
ridors of  City  Hall,  and  in  the  chamber  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  upon  such  conditions  as  the 
Committee  on  Publ  c  Buildings  may  deem  expedi- 
ent. The  expense  attending  the  same  to  be  assumed 
hy  the  said  American  Electric  Light  Company,  and 
the  lamps  to  be  removed  when  ordered. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the   order  passad. 
Sent  up. 
POCKET  EDITION    OF    THE    RULES     AND    ORDERS. 

Mr.  Wbitmore  of  Ward  12  offered  an   order— That 

the  City  Messenger  be  instructed  to  prepare  a  pocket 

e'dition  of  the  joint  rules  and  rules  of  the  Common 

Council  as  they  new  stand.    Passed     Sent  up. 

INSPECTORS  OP  PROVISIONS. 

Mr.    Pray  of    Ward  5   submitted   the    following 


from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health:  Report  upon 
the  order  relative  to  better  protection  against  the 
sale  of  decayed  and  harmful  meats,  provisions,  &c. — 
That  the  Inspector  or  Inspectors  of  Provisions  be 
attached  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Board  of  Health, 
who  shall  be  held  responsible  for  the  proper  per- 
formance of  all  duties  appertaining  thereto.  The 
committee  offer  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  in  consulta- 
tion with  the  Board  of  Health,  be  requested  to  peti- 
tion the  legislature  at  its  next  session  for  such  "legis- 
lation ar,  may  be  necessary  to  cover  the  above  recom- 
mendation, and  also  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Inspectors,  so  as  to  reach  the  source  of  our 
supply  from  adjoining  towns  and  cities. 

Specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting,  and  or- 
dered printed,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hilton  of  Ward  5. 

Mr.  Oove  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

HOWARD-AVENUE  SCHOOL  ACCOMMODATIONS. 

Mr.  Means,  of  Ward  20,  called  for  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  on  the  Howard- 
avenue  school  accommodation. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Ward  11,  said  that  Alderman 
Tucker,  one  of  the  sub-committee  having  the  matter 
in  charge,  had  been  sick  for  some  time  and  unable  to 
attend  the  meetings.  On  that  account  the  report  has 
been  delayed  unusually  long.  The  committee  meet 
to-morrow,  will  probably  settle  the  matter  and  re- 
port next  Thursday. 

VISIT  TO  THE  ARNOLD    ARBORETUM. 

Mr.  Whitmore  ot  Ward  12  offered  an  order— That 
the  Special  Committee  on  the  Arnold  Arboretum  be 
empowered  to  arrange  for  a  visit  by  the  Common 
Council  to  the  Arnold  Arboretum  within  ten  days, 
the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
Contingent  Fund  of  the  Common  Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  the  visit  would  not  occupy 
much  time  or  he  attended  with  much  expense,  and  it 
was  found  to  be  impracticable  to  have  it  arranged 
by  the  Committee  on  Parks  as  had  been  suggested. 
Representatives  of  the  arboretum  are  very  anxious 
that  the  Council  should  go  out  there.  The  order 
was  passed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider. 
Lost. 

VACANCIES  IN  THE  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23  submitted  %  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on.  File  pepartinent  on  the 
order  requesting  the  Fire  Commissioners  to  fill  the 
vacancies  now  existing  in  call  comnanies,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  the  order  in  anew  oraft,  as 
follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioners  be  request- 
ed to  appoint  an  additional  permanent  man  on  en- 
gine companies  16, 17,  28  and  29;  and  that  an  appro- 
priation of  three  thousand  dollars  be  male  to  meet 
the  expense  of  so  doing. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  Mr.  Whitmore 
moved  that  farther  consideration  of  the  order  be 
especially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  nine  twen- 
ty. The  motion  to  assign  was  declared  carried.  Mr. 
Rosnosky  doubted  tne  vote,  and  the  Council  was  di- 
vided. 

The  President— It  is  a  vote. 

Mr.  Kosnoskv--I  would  ask  if  a  quorum  voted. 

The  President — A  quorum  has  not  voted. 

Mr.  Freeman,  of  Ward  lO.uoved  a  call  cf  the  roll. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hart,  of  Ward  18. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

OCTOBER    31,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

JURORS  DRAWK. 

Jurors  were  drawn  as  follows: 

(i  traverse,  1st  session,  Superior  Court. 

40  traverse,  (2d  draft,)  1st  session,  Superior  Court. 

42  traverse,  same  court,  2d  session. 

3li  traverse,  Superior  Criminal. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving — Petition  for  edge- 
stone*  in  front  of  estate  of  Timothy  Lennon,  1445 
Tremont  street. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of 
Micbael  .1.  Kellea,  77  Baxter  street;  Herbert  .Nash, 
249  and  251  Newbern  street. 

Petition  for  edgestones  and  briok.sidewalk  in  front 
of  estate  of  Honora  W.  O'Flynn,  6  C  street. 

Clark  Sc  Smith  and  others,  that  portions  of  Bever- 
lv  and  Causeway  streets  be  watered  by  the  city. 

St.  John's  Church,  for  leave  to  place  two  lamp- 
posts iii  sidewalk  of  1262  Tremont  street. 

J.  \V.  Hollis  and  others,  for  two  crosswalks  on 
"Western  avenue,  at  Waverley  street. 

Francis  A.  Keith  and  others,  for  crosswalks  on 
Blu?  Hill  avenue,  at  Woodbi-ie  street. 

Stephen  Hauii_onrt  and  others,  that  cei tain  side- 
walks on  Dudley  street  be  paved  with  brick,  at  the 
expense  of  the  eity. 

Francis  Baynes  and  others,  for  a  crosswalk  on  Fer- 
riu  street,  at  end  of  Bates  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses— Franklin  Cross,  to 
run  a  passenger  wagon  from  Cragie's  bridge  to  Scoi- 
lay  square  and  return. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims— Owen  Lynch, 
to  be  compensated  for  injuries  received  while  in  em- 
ploy of  City  Forester,  Aug.  15. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board— Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  fol- 
lows: Ellen  E. Rum, new  wooden,  2  horses,  Saratoga 
street;  James  AlcCabe,  new  wooden,  1  horse,  209 
Havre  street,  Ward  1;  Alfred  Rogers,  new  wooden, 
3  horses,  on  L  strett,  corner  of  Third  street,  Ward 
14. 

To  the  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  tin 
Board — Maria  C.  Howard,  lessee,  to  be  paid  for  es- 
tate  t;iken  to  extend  Harrison  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps — Wm.  H.  Wallace, 
for  street  lamps  on  Delle  avenue. 

J.  S.  Robinson  and  others,  for  street  lamps  on 
Avon  street.  Ward  23. 

James  A.  Fitzsimniine  and  others,  that  Dana  place 
be  lighted. 

Henry  W.  Aldington  and  others,  for  a  lamp  on 
Allandale  street,  near  Centre  street. 

Boston  Five  Cents   Savings  Bank  that  Porcelain 
be  lighted  at  the  rear  end. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers— Atherton  T.  Brown, 
for  a  sewer  in  Alt.  Pleasant  avenue,  near  Fairlaud 
street. 

Alderman  Viles— The  appropriation  for  sewers  is 
exhausted.  This  board  has  already  ordered  more 
work  than  we  can  pay  for,  and  unless  we  hear  favor- 
ably from  the  Finance  Committee  we  cannot  build 
any  more  sewers  this  year. 

HEARINGS. 

On  petition  of  Lockwood  Manufacturing  Company 
for  leave  to  erect  and  use  two  stationary  engines  at 
73-79  Sumner  street,  East  Boston.  No  objections. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

On  proposed  construction  of  sewers  on  Bremen 
Street,  northeast  from  Glendon  place,  and  in  Dau- 
forth  and  Lamartine  streets.  No  objections.  Re- 
committed to  Committee  on  Steam  Engines. 

SHE  CORLISS  EHGINtE  CONTROVERSY. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  board  considered 
the  preamble  and  orders  for  a  joint  special  commit- 
tee to  investigate  and  report  upon  all  matters  m  dis- 
pute between  George  H.  Corliss  and  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton: also  to  inquire  why  the  city  declined  to  enter- 
tain the  proposition  made  to  the  city  Dec.  4,  1879,  to 
furnish  certain  pumping  engines. 

Alderman  Haldtinan— before  we  put  this  order  on 


its  passage  1  would  like  to  have  a  correction  made  in 
it.  It  appears  that  by  some  means  a  mistake  was 
made  in  transcribing  the  order.  I  move  to  amend 
by  striking  out  the  words  "the  same  number  of," 
near  the  end,  so  as  to  make  it  read,  "on  the  bis.s  of 
$435,000,"  &c.  I  have  cut  it  from  the  Traveller  and 
made  the  corrections  in  if.  It  is  a  matter  of  very 
little  importance,  but  it  is  well  to  have  it  correct. 

The  amendment  was   adopted,  and  the    question 
was  upon  the  passage  of  the  orders. 

Alderman  Haldenian — Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  of- 
fered this  order  with  a  good  deal  of  reluctance,  and 
Wave  done  so  after  exhausting  all  other  efforts  to 
bring  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  to  a 
sense  of  their  duty.  I  have  very  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  this  committee  has  not  at  any  time  enter- 
tained the  most  remote  idea  of  furnishing  the  report 
demanded  by  the  City  Council  six  month?  ago.  Fur- 
thermore, althougii  the  matter  called  for  has  been 
prepared  by  the  City  Engineer  and  in  print  for  more 
than  two  months,  the  members  of  the  committee 
have  not  taken  enough  interest  in  the  subject  to  read 
it,  let  alone  to  examine  it  with  care  and  deliberation. 
My  early  attempts  to  gather  information  upon 
this  very  important  subject  were  met  with 
sneers  and  innuendoes  derogatory  to  Mr.  Cor- 
liss as  a  man  and  as  a  mechanic,  and  his 
pumping  machinery  declared  to  be  a  failure. 
As  there  is  so  much  important  business  to  be  disposed 
of  this  afternoon  I  have  laid  aside  a  mass  of  matter 
which  would  require  at  least  an  hour  to  dispose  of 
without  debate,  and  cut  out  enough  to  give  me  a  few 
minutes  only,  unless  1  am  forced  to  prolong  my  re- 
marks through  opposition  to  the  prompt  passage  of 
the  preamble  and  order.  In  the  first  place,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Improved  Sewerage  matle  no  other  reply 
to  the  charges  published  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  Cor- 
liss than  that  the  pumping  engines  had  never  been 
ordered  by  the  City  of  Boston.  To  controvert  this 
denial  I  will  quote  the  language  used  by  Mr  Joseph 
P.  Davis,  City  Engineer,  in  his  annual  report  for  the 
year  1879  (City  Document  No.  33,  page  35.):  "Two  of 
these  [engines]  are  to  be  bnilt  by  the  Ouintard  Iron 
Works,  of  New  York,  from  designs  by  E.  D.  Leavitt, 
Jr.,  and  the  committee  has  authorized  its  chairman  to 
contract  with  Air.  Geo.  H.  Corliss,  of  Providence,  R.I., 
tor  two  others,  to  be  built  from  designs  of  Mr.  Corliss." 
This,  from  the  City  Engineer,  who  was  notoriously 
hostile  to  every  thing  connected  with  Air.  Corliss  and 
his  machinery,  is  excellent  authority  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  certainly  confirms  the  tenor  of  the  letter 
written  by  the  Clerk  of  Committees,  January  3d, 
188U.  Just  here  it  is  a  pertinent  question  to  ask 
why  the  Chairman  on  Improved  Sewerage  did  not 
execute  a  proper  contract  with  Mr.  Corliss,  as  he  was 
duly  authorized  and  directed  to  do,  that  duty  having 
been  assigned  to  him?  Next,  we  are  seriously  told 
that  there  was  no  contract  made,  because  Mr.  Cor- 
liss would  not  sign  tne  papers.  Why  not?  In  the 
absence  of  any  official  information  to  the  contrary, 
I  now  charge  the  chairman  of  the  committee  with 
gross  dereliction  of  duty  to  the  City  of  Boston,  and  a 
violation  of  mercantile  proprieties, such  asare  recog- 
nized by  business  men  and  gentlemen,  for  not 
promptly  signing  the  contract  as  originally  agreed 
upon.  The  reason  whv  Mr.  Corliss  refused  to  ap- 
pend his  signature  to  the  contract  prepared  for 
him  by  the  city  ring  and  his  avowed  enemies, 
was  because  it  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  origi- 
nal proposition,  and  was  not  such  a  paper  as  any 
business  man  would  sign  who  was  responsible  for 
his  work,  and  had  a  reputation  at  stake.  By  this  act 
the  City  of  Boston  has  been  humiliated  and  placed  in 
a  position  which  no  honorable  man  would  like  to  oc- 
cupy before  the  business  world-  The  third  phase 
this  abortive  defence  assumed  was  the  positive  asser- 
tion that,  as  a  builder  of  pumping  machinery,  Mr. 
Corliss  was  a  failure.  To  the  present  time  I  have  no 
replied  to  chaff  of  this  kind,  but  confined  my  opin- 
ions to  the  world-wide  reputation  of  George  H.  Cor- 
liss as  being  far  beyond  the  reach  of  petty  criti- 
cism. We  have,  however,  recently  seen  the  identical 
engine  that  was  built  for  the  City  of  Boston  at  work, 
prior  to  its  delivery  to  the  City  of  Providence,  and  I 
am  informed  bv  a  disinterested  expert,  who  made 
his  own  examinations  and  measurements,  that  for 
twelve  consecutive,  days  this  engine  has  accomplished 
the  highest  duty  ever  attained  by  machinery 
for  pumping  water;  that  is,  an  average  of  111,- 
900,920  foot-pounds  during  the  entire  run.  Now, 
as  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  have 
contracted  for  Leavitt  engines  costing  more  than 
twice  as  much,  without  any  guarantees,  it  is  time  to 
inquire  into  their  qualities  by  comparison  with  other 
engines  built  upon  the  same  general  plans.  I  will 
commence  by  making  a  positive  charge  that  the  City 
of  Boston  is  not  getting  the  highest  standard  of  ma- 
chinery, for  the  enormous  sums  of  moneyto  be  paid 
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for  it.  I  further  allege  that  iit  the  time  the  contracts 
were  made,  Mr.  E.~D.  Leavitt,  Jr.,  was  not  the 
highest  authority  upon  the  subject,  nor  was  his  ma- 
chinery the  best  that  could  have  been  had,  and  which 
Hie  City  "t  Boston  should  have  had  alter  having 
agreed  to  pay  so  exorbitant  a  price  for  it.  To  sub- 
stantiate my  assertions  1  will  reter  to  the  fact  that 
the  best  pumping  machinery  ever  built,  according  to 
Mr.  Leavitt's  plans,  was  for  the  City  01  Lawrence, 
yet  in  March,  1877,  Hie  low-pressure  cylinder  of 
one  of  the  engine-  was  found  to  be  woith- 
less  and  a  new  one  had  to  be  procured  from 
Philadelphia  at  great  cost  and  loss  of  time. 
The  new  cylinder  bad  hardly  been  in  place  before  it 
was  di°covered  that  the  high-pressure  one  of  the 
othe,.-  engine  was  also  worthless,  and  which  hud  to  be 
replaced  by  a  second  one  from  Philadelphia 

The  cause  of  these  breakages  was  an  improper  dis- 
tribution of  tron>  and  a  defective  knowledge  of  the 
subject  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Leavitt  as  a_  engineer. 
In  fact,  Mr.  Leavitt  virtually  acknowledged  that  he 
did  not  understand  the  subject  of  solid  st »aui-jackets 
and  the  peculiarities  connected  with  the  expansion 
and  contraction  of  cast-iron ,  when  he  had  his  sfcond 
worthless  cylinder  replaced  with  one  having  what  is 
known  as  an  expansion  joint,  and  also  by  recom- 
mending the  use  of  a  supplementary  boiler  to 
keep  a  constant  current  of  steam  upon  the 
cylinders  to  maintain  the  same  temperature  at 
all  times.  With  this  experience  before  us,  how 
can  we  accept  with  confidence  the  ponderous 
masses  of  c  ist-iron  now  being  piled  up  at  Old 
Harbor  "Point?  Why  may  not  these  castings 
prove  to  be  as  worthless  as  were  those  at  Lawrence? 
Why  may  not  the  costly  "copper  expansion  joint" 
that  Mr.  Leavitt  has  attached  to  our  engines  prove  to 
be  as  worthless  as  are  those  attached  to  a  pair  of  en- 
gines belonging  to  the  Willimantic  Linen  Co.?  The 
next  and  only  reasonable  objection  offered  to  Mr. 
Corliss  and  his  system  is  that  he  absolutely  refused 
to  pay  to  Mr.  Leavitt  or  the  city  ring  the  sum  of 
$10,500  for  the  use  of  a  so-called  patent  valve  of  the 
trap-door  type,  for  the  two  engines  ordered  by  the 
city.  It  has  been  frequently  stated  by  members  of 
the  committee  that  the  Corliss  valve  was  worthless 
and  the  so-called  Leavitt  valve  the  only  one  that  was 
adapted  to  the  passage  of  sewage.  I  have  made  per- 
sonal examination  of  b  th  these  valves  and  am  pre- 
pared to  set  my  owu  opinions  in  matters  of  this  kind 
against  those  of  any  member  of  the  committee,  and 
to  declare  that  the  valv  adopted  by  Mr.  Corliss  is  as 
much  superior  to  that  purchased  by  the  City  of  Boston 
from  Mr.  Leavitt  and  his  ring,  lor  all  our  engines, as  is 
the  Corliss  engine  superior  to  anything  of  the  kind 
yet  produced  by  Mr.  Leavitt.  Furthermore,  as  the 
Leavitt  valve  is  nothing  more  than  what  has  been  io 
constant  use  since  the  introduction  of  the  ordinary 
lifting-pump  mere  can  be  nothing  patentable  about 
it,  nor  any  necessity  for  such  a  costly  royalty,  unless 
it  be  a  pretext  to  cover  the  collection  ot  so  much 
blackmail.  Mr.  Leavitt  and  the  ring  might  with  as 
much  propriety  demand  a  royalty  for  the  use  of  the 
trap-door  flap  upon  a  countryman's  old-fashioned 
trowsers.  Knowing  well  the  weakness  of  their  po- 
sition the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  and  the 
Citv  Engineer  have  joinei  their  issues  and  together 
dodge  all  proper  questions  or  enquiry  into  their 
stewardship  and  practice  every  dilatory  expedient 
possible  to  tire  out  and  thwart  investigation,  or  to 
shirk  all  responsibility  by  shoving  the  controvery 
upon  the  next  City  Government  as  was  so  squarely 
proposed  by  Mr.  "whitmore  three  weeks  ago  wuen  he 
espoused  their  cause  before  the  Common  Council. 
This  gentleman  introduced  the  usual  expedient  of  in- 
definite postponement,  and  finally  succeeded  in  hav- 
ing our  order  calling  for  a  report  of  the  committee 
in  two  weeks,  laid  over  for  four  weeks.  To  accomplish 
this  he  made  au  assertion  not  warranted  by  tact.  He 
deliberately  stated  that  it  woull  be  improper  to  fur- 
nish the  report  ordered,  because  it  would  contain 
valuable  testimony  to  he  used  against  the  city  by  Mr. 
Corliss,  who  was  about  to  bring'a  lawsuit  to  recover 
damages,  and  gave  the  name  of  Alderman  Hersey  as 
his  authority.  I  now  deny  that  Mr.  Corliss  ever 
stated  to  Mr."  Hersey  or  to  any  one  else  that  he  had  a 
lawsuit  in  contemplation.  Mr.  Corliss  may  have 
said  in  a  casual  way  that  he  had  not  abandoned  his 
claim  against  the  City  of  Bostou.  Why  should  he? 
He  certainly  has  a  grievance  which  I  have  no  doubt 
will  be  equitably  arranged  in  due  course  of  time. 
I  do  not  know  the  views  of  Mr.  Corliss  nor 
his  plans  beyond  what  has  been  plainty  indicated 
by  hi3  manly,  generous  b-havior  under  the  most 
trying  circumstances  and  gross  ill-treatment.  He 
has  patiently  bided  his  time.  He  has  met  official 
aspersions  against  his  personal  reputation  with  con- 
temptuous silence;  against  his  workmanship,  bv 
quietly  erecting  the  machinery  in  dispute  and  set  it 


running  for  weeks  where  it  could  be  easily  seen  by 
all  who  chose  to  look,  and  thereby  publicly  demon- 
strate his  theories,  to  the  bitter  confusion  of  his  ene- 
mies and  traducers.  Were  it  not  for  the  dignitied 
self-respect  of  George  H.  Corliss,  h»  would  have 
been  aggravated  into  bringing  a  suit  against  the  city 
months  ago,  in  consequence  of  the  ill-advised  and 
impolitic  action  of  those  who  represent  if.  I  doubt 
not  he  prefers  to  await  his  time.  He  well  kn«ws 
that  this  great  city  cannot  afford  to  do  a  mean  and 
dishonorable  act  to  any  one.  and  he  is  magnanimous 
enough  to  overlook  the  petty  annoyances  of  the  pres- 
ent, in  the  assured  hope  that  full  justice  will  bedone 
him  sooner  or  later.  It  is  not  at  all  improba- 
ble that  the  city  will  he  glaa  to  have  Mr. 
Corliss  some  day  cart  away  the  iron  rubbish 
now  being  piled  up  with  so  much  labor  and  expense 
at  Old  Harbor  Point  and  replace  it  with  machinery 
of  his  own,  as.s  now  being  done  for  tne  City  of  Prov- 
idence. If  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  who 
have  not  read  the  report  prepared  by  the  City  Engi- 
neer are  so  fearful  that  some  legal  points  might 
escape  their  scrutiny  and  be  furnished  to  Mr.  Corliss 
by  its  publication,  and  who  give  tnat  fear  as  a  rea-on 
for  indefiuite  postponement,  why  do  tbey  not  submit 
tne  document  to  the  City  Solicitor,  and  tbeu  quote 
his  opinion  instead  of  offering  their  own.  I  take  it 
that  Mr.  Corliss  knows  lull  "well  what  he  is  about, 
that  he  has  all  the  testimony  he  wants,  and  what  he 
lias  not  is  very  easily  to  be  had  without  coming 
to  the  City  Council  for  a  supply.  Not  being  a  lawyer, 
I  may  express  an  opinion  upon  tbelegal  aspect  of  the 
case  with  utter  impunity,  and,  therefore,  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  say  that  the  validity  of  Mr.  Corliss's  claim  will 
technically  turn  upon  whether  or  not  the  citv,  by  the 
acts  of  its  agent,  accepted  his  proposition.and wheth- 
er or  not  he  complied  with  its  requirements.  The 
report  the  City  Council  calb-d  for  has  not_ing 
whatsoever  to  do  with  proposed  lawsuits  nor  the 
supply  of  lawpomts..  If  the  city  did  order  machinery 
from  Mr.  Corliss  we  want  him  to  have  justice  done 
bim,  and  no  more.  If,  on  the  other  band,  the  city 
did  not  accept  his  tempting  proposition,  we  want  to 
know  why  not.  We  want  to  know  the  incentives  and 
motive?  that  actuated  the  Committee  on  Im Droved 
Sewerage  to  ignore  sach  an  advantageous  otter  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Corliss,  and  to  adopt  a  system  costing 
twice  as  much  money.  Not  a  single  member  of  that 
committee  wjuld  transact  his  own  business  in  such  a 
foolish  manner,  not  a  man  of  them  would  contract 
for  the  delivery  of  goods  they  had  never  seen  with- 
out a  guarantee  that  tney  would  be  as  represented, 
when  they  could  purchase  better  goods,  sruaranteed 
to  be  as  represented,  for  one-half  the  money.  Gen- 
tlemen ot  the  committee,  I  tell  you  to  beware  of  the 
cour-e  you  are  pursuing.  We  are  becoming  more 
firmly  impressed  that  you  are  not  able  to  show  your 
hand<  without  tarnishing  reputations  you  are  now 
trying  to  shield.  This  legal  scare,  is  the* flimsiest  and 
meanest  pretext  yet  used  to  stifle  inquiry  and  to 
e  cape  from  showing  to  our  taxpayers  what  they 
have  a  right  to  see.  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is 
about  time  for  the  Committee  on  Improved 
Sewerage  to  acknowledge  the  weakness  of 
their  position  and  in  an  honorable  way  state 
the  facts  as  they  are  and  place  the  responsibility  for 
this  unfortunate  affair  where  it  belongs,  and  then  to 
recommend  such  action  as  may  be  just  and  propei  to 
settle  the  controversy.  Mr.  Corliss  is  too  gteat  a 
man  to  diiker  about  smaU  affairs,  and  I  have  vo 
doubt  he  wilt  meet  the  city  half-way  ana  give 
it  an  opportunity  to  retrieve  its  good  uarne. 
Failing  to  exhibit  the  proper  spirit  in  "the  way  of 
protecting  the  honor  of  our  city,  or  to  obey  the  posi- 
tive order  of  the  City  Council,  I  consider  that  the 
Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  are  in  contempt, 
and  therefore  ask  to  have  a  Joint  Special  Committee 
appointed  for  the  reasons  stated  in  the  preamble. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  wish  to  correct  a  mistake  the 
gentleman  has  evidently  made.  If  he  wishes  to  raise 
an  issue  between  me  and  Mr.  Corliss  on  what  he  said 
or  did  not  say,  he  cannot  do  so  by  misquoting  me. 
I  did  not  say  that  he  said  he  had  not  abaudoned  his 
suit  against  the  city.  What  I  said  is  a  matter  of 
record  in  the  proceedings  of  this  board  two  weeks 
ago.  In  the  presence  of  other  gentlemen,  1  asked 
Mr.  Corliss  if  he  had  abandoned  his  claim  against 
the  city,  and  he  replied  that  he  had  not  a-bandoued 
it,  and  at  the  proper  time  he  would  press  it.  I  aid 
not  say  that  he  said  he  had  not  abanuonea  his  suit 
against  the  city.  When  the  gentlemau  quotes  ine  as 
saying  that,  he  quotes  me  incorrectly. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  quoted  what  Mr.  Whit- 
more said. 

Alderman  Hersey— Then,  if  Mr.  Whitmore  quotes 
me  as  saying  that,  lie  quotes  me  incorrectly. 

Aldertnau  Haldeman— Therecord  of  what  you  said 
here  is  all  right. 
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Aloe;  man  Blade— The  order  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man is  the  most  singular  1  hare  ever  seen  offered  in 
this  chain Ler.  By  Ins  action  in  this  board  this  after- 
noon I  cannot  but  think  that  he  is  acting  as  an  attor- 
ned for  Mr.  Corliss.  It  cannot  be  otherwise,  as  it 
seems  to  Old  that  the  Alderman,  instead  of  being 
here  in  the  interest  of  the  City  of  Boston,  is  here  in 
the  interest  of  Mr.  Corliss.  1  cannot  follow  the 
speech  fle  has  read  today,  but  I  can  make  some 
statements  in  regard  to  the  matter.  When  these 
pt  lupine  engines  were  advertised  for  specifications 
vr;iii  with  the  invitations  for  proposals.  They  were 
made  by  our  (it.  Ensioeer,  and  what  assistance  he 
had  I  d*o  not  know;  and  if  be  had  any  it  isn't  for  me 
to  say  if  I  knew,  but  I  really  don't  know  what  assist- 
"DCohe  had.  They  are  called  the  Leavit;  engines, 
and  1  have  no  doubt  Mr.  Leaviit  had  something 
to  do  with  the  plans.  Alter  the  sewer  had  been 
commenced  Mr.  Davis  had  a  leave  of  absence  in 
Europe  for  three  months,  and  funds  were  turnished 
bun  to  go  abroad  and  satis ly  himself  what  in  his 
judgment  would  be  tne  best  pumping  .-ngines  to 
place  in  that  position.  He  as  well  as  all  other  engi- 
neers considered  it  one  of  the  most  important 
things  there  was  to  do  in  connection  with  the  sewer. 
The  6Dgit.es  were  to  be  the  vitals  and  life  ot  the 
sewer,  and  without  efficient  pumping  machinery,  and 
trustworthy  at  all  times,  the  system  would  be  a  fail- 
ure. 1  know  that  Sir.  Davis  bad  great  solicitude  in 
regard  to  that  matter.  I  know  that  he  studied  upon 
it  night  and  day  for  months.  1  was  with  Mr  Davis 
a  go«d  deid  of  the  time  when  that  matter  was  dib- 
cussed  and  the  work  laid  out.  These  oids  came  in. 
The  Quiiitard  Iron  Wcrks  made  a  bid  for  what  are 
called  the  large  pumps.  Any  other  parties  hail  a 
right  to  send  in  a  bid  upon  their  own  judgment,  tak- 
ing the  spi  cihcatioDS  as  to  the  foundations  and  the 
position  that  'he  pumps  would  be  placed  in  as  their 
guide.  When  the  bids  came  in  there  was  received 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Corliss  slating  that  be  pro- 
poser! to  do  such  and  such  things  for  the  City  of  .Bos- 
ton; thai  he  would  put  in  tour  pumps  which  he 
would  guarantee  should  do  the  work,  for  $180,000, 1 
think.  Th  .-  committee  never  had  any  idea  of  put- 
ting in  four  pumps  upon  any  such  kind  of  terms  at 
all.  Experts  were  chosen  by  the  city— such  as  were 
approved  by  our  engineer — and  sent  to  Providence 
at  an  expense  to  the  city  of  some  eleven  or  twelve 
hundred  dollars — I  don't  recollect  just  how  much — 
to  see  Mr.  Corliss's  plans,  if  he  had  any,  and  to  re- 
port to  the  committee  what  they  were  and  their  judg- 
ment upon  them.  I  don't  know  that  Mr.  Corliss  has 
ever  seen  the  report  of  that  committee.  My  impres- 
sion is  he  would  be  glad  to  see  it.  We  have  fre- 
quently had  reports  in  pamphlet  form  from  Mr. 
Corliss,  showing  up  the  conferences  between 
him  and  the  committee.  The  committee  agreed 
with  Mr.  Quiiitard  for  two  large  pumps  at  au  expense 
—and  mind  you,  I  will  statebere  that  Mr.  Quintard's 
two  pumps  included  the  boilers,  and  in  Mr.  Corliss's 
bid  tne  boilers  were  not  included,  and  would  have  to 
be  padded  to  the  t^pense— of  233,000  for  the  two  en- 
gines.   Mr.  Corliss  and  none  of  bis  friends  have  any 

■■•-  to  say  anything  about  those  engines.    The 

committee  never  bad  any  idea  of  giving  him  an  op- 
portunity to  build  thore  two  engines,  if  they  ever 
intended  to  let  him  build  any.  After  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  experts  was  made,  there  came  about 
a  series  of  talks  in  tbe  Committee  on  Improved  Sew- 
erage, and  it  was  finally  agreed  that  the  chairman, 
as  has  been  stated,  should  sign  a  contract  with  Mr. 
Corliss  for  two  engines  at  an  expense  of  $100,000. 
When  I  suv  engines  1  mean  the  two  pumps  that  are 
to  run  with  tbe  engines.  I  want  to  make  this 
statement  now,  to  set  right  the  gentlemen 
win.  make  this  flippant  talk  about  the  city 
ueing  beaten  out  of  half  a  million  dollars. 
The  engines  now  being  built  by  the  Worthington 
any.  with  the  boilers,  will  cost  $108,000.  The 
entire  difference  between  the  engines  being  built 
Kild  those  thrown  out  is  really  $8000,  and  no  more. 
Instead  of  having  iron  boilers,  as  Mr.  Corliss  pro- 
to  put  in,  we  shall  get  steel,  which  is  some- 
thing better,  as  we  suppose.  Now,  in  regard  to  sign- 
ing the  contract.  The  contract  between  Mr. ''orliss 
and  tbe  city  was  never  agreed  upon  by  him  and  the 
cr.  I  should  be  reckless  to  my  duty  as  a  rep- 
live  of  the  City  of  Boston  in  that  position, 
if  1  had  signed  a  contract  with  Mr.  Corliss  that  was 
not  approved  by  the  City  Engineer.  That  I  did  not 
do,  and  never  would.  Two  or  three  different  prono- 
■mi,ii-  were  made,  neither  of  which  were  acceptable  to 
Mr.  Corliss.  I  have  stated  tins  matter  in  this  board  as 
lam  stating  it  to  day,  I  presume,  if  I  bave  stated  itat 
all,  liicause  1  am  stating  it  to-day  asa  fact.to  the  best 
of  my  memory.  1  recollect  when  our  foundations 
were  being  put  in,  that  we  had  got  to  a  point  when 
the  engineers  sain  that  if  one  of  the  end  walls  was  not 


put  in  at  once,  tbe  whole  work  was  liable  to  be  blown 
up:  that  one  ot  the  nide  walls  hadalrta  y  moved 
about  an  inch  and  a  half,  and  to  wait  for  Mr.  Corli  s 
any  longer  would  risk  losing  the  whole  thing.  We 
bail  the  works  braced  with  wood,  but  tbe  heavy  pres- 
sure u^on  them  was  telling  upon  the  braces,  and  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  that  the  work  should  be  put 
in.  Mr.  Corliss  had  letters  from  tbe  deputmcut  show- 
ing thf.t  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  something  ■ 
should  be  none;  that  if  the  contract  was  going  to  be 
signed  it  should  be  done  at  once,  or  words  to  that 
en set.  I  don  t  believe,  to-day,  that  Mr.  Corlis-  ever 
intended  to  sign  a  contract  with  the  City  of  Boston. 
We  never  could  bring  him  to  it.  iVe  brought  him 
up  here  three  times  for  the  purpose  of  signing  that  con- 
tract. I  recollect  one  day  Mr.  Davis  asked  him  where 
his  plans  were,  and  he  hadn't  seut  any  plan.  Finally 
Mr.  Davis  got  his  plan.  It  placed  the  engine,  if  I 
recollect  aright,  some  ten  or  twelve  feet  below  the 
surface  of  the  foundations  where  we  must  place 
those  engines.  Mr.  Davis  said  it  could  not  possibly 
be  done;  that  those  engine  pumps,  if  purchased  by 
the  city,  must  be  made  to  stand  some  twtlve  feet 
higher  than  he  had  them,  according  to  his  plan. 
Mr.  Davis  pointed  out  some  objectionable  things, 
telling  him  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  go  in  in 
that  way.  I  recollect  one  time  Mr.  Davis  asked  Mr. 
Corliss  what  sort  of  a  valve  he  was  going  to  use. 
Mr.  Corliss  said  he  didn't  know  wbat  kind  of  a  valve 
he  was  going  to  use,  and  if  he  got  anything  to  work 
he  wanted  to  get  u  patent  on  it.  He  hadn't  any  valve. 
I  submit  to  tbe  Aldermen  or  anybody  else  if 
the  committee  or  the  City  Engineer  should 
go  it  blind  iu  that  way.  I  wouldn't  do  it. 
and  the  engineer  wouldn't  do  it.  After  it 
was  anticipated  that  those  walls  woull  tnmole  in, 
or  tbe  bottom  blow  up,  by  the  water  rushing  up,  and 
throwing  the  thing  to  pieces,  Mr.  Corliss  came  up 
here  on  one  occasion,  and  I  suppose  that  was  after 
he  had  been  written  to,  saying  something  must  be 
done  at  once,  and  we  supposed  be  had  come  to  sign  a 
contract  such  as  he  and  the  engineer  could  agree  to. 
1  went  to  the  pumping  station  with  the  engineer  and 
Mr.  Corliss.  We  looked  the  ground  all  over.  I  had 
do  thought  but  what  lie  was  going  back  to  t"ie  office 
to  sign  the  papers.  When  we  go:  within  a  hundred 
rods  of  the  Providence  depot,  Mr.  Corliss  said,  I 
wish  you  would  drive  me  to  tbe  depot,  as  I  have  time 
to  get  to  Providence  to-nigbt.  That  wasthe  lasttime 
I  ever  saw  Mr.  Corliss  until  last  year.  He  never 
came  here  to  sign  a  c  ntract  at  all,  and  of  course  tbe 
matter  having  "stood  as  long  as  it  had,  we  bad  to 
tell  him  we  could  do  without  it.  This  idea  of 
Mr.  Lravitt  and  the  ring— I  want  the  Alderman  to 
explain  himself  fully.  1  waDt  to  koow  who  the  ring 
is.  I  want  to  know  who  is  going  to  make  any  money 
out  of  it.  I  never  heard  such  a  thing  mentioned. 
Certainly,  no  member  of  tbe  committee,  in  my  judg- 
ment, would  bave  anything  to  do  with  such  business. 
Whether  Mr.  Leavitt  asked  ten  thousand  dollars  for 
something  Mr.  Corliss  didn't  see  fit  to  pay  that  for,  I 
don't  know;  but  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  it,  Mr. 
Corliss  not  signing  the  contract  with  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton. The  vote  passed  by  the  committer  that  the 
chairman  be  authorized  to  sign  a  contract  with  Mr. 
Corliss  was  the  usual  vote  ( assed  when  contracts  are 
to  be  signed.  It  was  nothing  different  from  the 
usual  vote.  The  chairman  never  signed  a  contract 
unless  it  was  mutually  agreed  upon  by  the  en- 
gineer and  the  contractor,  nor  he  wouldn't.  All 
this  talk  has  no  terror  for  me  at  all.  I 
am  going  to  do  my  duty  as  long  as  I  have  a 
seat  in  this  bnaid,  and  I  hope  those  who  come  after 
me  will  do  the  same.  Now  in  regard  to  a  suit  that 
may  possibly  occur  out  of  this  thing.  I  believe  that 
when  the  Al.  eruiau  offered  his  first  order  here  he 
stated  that  Mr.  Corliss  bad  no  idea  of  bringing  any 
suitjgaitst  tbe  city.  1  didn't  believe,  then,  in  pub- 
lishing for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Corliss  all  that  had 
taken  ulace  between  him  and  the  City  of  Boston, 
through  its  committee,  and  said  so  then.  I  didn't  be- 
lieve in  it  then,  and  don't  now.  Nevertheless,  I  will 
state  here  that  the  City  Engineer  and  the  Clerk  of 
Committees — who,  as  you  all  know,  are  sorely  and 
hardly  pressed  with  business — bave  prepared,  ard  I 
bave  here  a  document.  I  have  read  the  most  of  it.  I 
am  not  offering  it.  I  onlv  show  the  board  the  bundle 
of  material  from  which  the  report  would  have  to  be 
made.  Much  of  it  is  in  print  and  much  of  it  is  not. 
The  committee,  as  a  committee,  bave  no  objections  to 
reporting  all  this  matter  which  is  on  file.  There  is 
no  objection  to  the  Alderman  or  any  other  member 
of  this  board  going  and  examining  the  records  ot  the 
committee  for  the  last  five  years.  They  may  read 
and  s'udy  them,  and  get  all  the  information  from 
them  they  can.  I  have  made  statements  to-day,  that 
I  would  not  put  in  print  for  the  committee,  because 
the  committee  of  this  year  would  not  authorize  me 
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to  do  so  over  their  own  names,  or  over  inv  own  name 
as  chairman.  They  don't  and  cannot  know  anything 
about  them,  except  what  1  st.»te,  and  I  don't  know 
•why  they  should  he  called  upon  to  come  in  here  with 
anything  more  than  has  been  reported  here  several 
times.  I  will  also  state  that  the  Tf  ar"llei'  o£  Au- 
gust 30, 1880,  and  the  Daily  Advertiser,  and  perhaps 
other  papers,  published  the  statements  ami  letters— 
all  that  were  of  any  interest  to  the  public.  The 
Evening  Transcript  of  January  2-tth,  1881,  published 
all  the  correspondence.  The  correspondence  was 
open  tor  them  to  publish  all  they  pleased,  and  I  sup- 
pose they  published  all  rhey  though:  necessary.  If 
that  isn't  enough,  Mr.  Corliss  has  published  and  sent 
a  pamphlet  containing  about  the  same  thing.  There 
are  two  or  three  papers  Air.  Corliss  hasn't  got.  I 
think  very  likely  he  would  like  to  have  them.  But 
if  he  gets  them,  be  ought  to  do  so  when  th«ve  is  no 
longer  any  chance  for  a  lawsuit.  If  -he  City  of  Bos- 
ton has  auy  points,  it  had  better  keep  them.  But 
I  dont  fear  any  lawsuit  from  Mr.  Corliss,  though 
at  the  same  time  I  think  it  is  well  enough  to 
hold  on  to  what  we  have  at  present.  Now, 
sir,  it  is  the  most  ridiculous  thing  that  can  pos- 
sibly be  done  for  this  board  to  appoint  a  special 
committee  to  investigate  this  matter.  They  can 
do  nothing  except  to  read  the  records.  No  member 
of  the  committ  e  except  myself  knows  what  hap- 
pened two  or  three  years  ago,  any  more  than  he  can 
get  out  of  the  records,  with  all  due  respect  to 
the  Alderman  and  to  the  Council,  I  hope  this  whole 
matter  will  stop  where  it  is.  I  have  stated  all  that 
anybody  can  state  in  regard  to  the  starting  of  this 
matter  of  the  Corliss  engine.  I  will  state  that  there 
are  letters  —and  the  Alderman  can  see  them  i£  he 
wants  to  go  up  stairs — which  are  not  very  flattering 
to  Mr.  Corliss's  pumping  engines.  I  don't  believe 
you  can  find  an  engineer  in  this  community  that  will 
say  anything  in  favor  of  Mr.  Corliss's  pumping  en- 
gines. I  wont  undertake  to  state  what'  the  experts 
said  when  they  came  back  last  fail  after  seeing  that 
engine  work — but  it  may  be  necessary  some  time.  I 
will  not  9tate  it  as  from'them,  but  I  know  pretty  well 
what  their  ideas  were  of  the  engine.  It  is  a  very 
pretty  piece  of  work,  it  works  well  enough;  but 
there  are  more  rattletraps  around  it  than  I  want  to 
put  into  that  sewer,  as  little  as  I  know  about  hydrau- 
lic eogineerine.  I  have  been  here  with  the  engi- 
neers a  good  deal  for  the  last  five  years  and  heard  a 
gooddeilof  engiDeeiing  talk.  1  must  be  a  pretty 
poor  scholar  if  tnaven't  learned  something  by  tins 
time.  We  have  one  person  on  the  committee  who  is 
a  mason  and  builder — if  tbat  is  any  satisfaction  to 
the  Alderman  who  talks  about  masons  and  builders. 
We  have  one  pers  m  who  studied  for  the  profession 
of  an  engineer,  and  although  he  is  not  following  it 
for  a  business,  he  knows  something  about  it.  That 
committee  are  not  all  fools,  in  >"y  opinion. 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  don't  know  as  there  is  any- 
thing more  for  me  to  say  at  the  present  time.  I 
was  not  aware  that  the  Alderman  was  comiug  in  here 
with  an  elaborate,  studied  argument,  sucb  as  he  has 
delivered,  and  probably  Ihaveforaotten  many  things 
I  would  like  to  have  alluded  to.  Bat  after  the  re- 
marks T  have  made  if  this  board  insist  that  we  snould 
publish  all  those  m  tters,  the  commitiee  will  do  it. 
The  whole  matter  is  in  the  band- nf  the  board,  and 
it  is  for  them  to  take  the  responsibility  ofiordering 
the  matter  published.  They  ought  to  know  some- 
thing about  it  by  this  time. 

Alderman  Kersey— I  would  like  to  say  a  word  in 
regard  to  the  difficulty  of  meeting  the  request  of  the 
gentleman  who  offered  the  order.  He  not  only  asks 
for  all  the  correspondence  between  the  committee 
and  Mr.  Corliss,  but  for  the  committee  to  state  what 
influenced  them  in  doing  cer  ain  things  and  in  arriv- 
ing at  certain  conclusions.  Now,  as  d.  member  of  the 
committee  of  this  year,  knowiug  nothing  of  what  in- 
fluenced the  members  of  the  previous  coram. ttee, 
how  can  I  sit  in  judgment  upon  tbem?  I  cannot  do 
sucb  an  injustice  to  my  predecessors,  or  censure  a 
previous  City  Engineer  whom  I  haven't  seen  since 
my  connection  with  this  board.  I  do  not  see  how  I 
can  authorize  any  report  of  what  took  Dlace  in  the 
committee,  except  that  which  is  a  matter  of  record, 
and  which  has  already  been  published.  If  the  gentle- 
man can  show  me  any  way  by  which  t  could  in  justice 
do  such  a  thing,  I  should  be  ready  to  act,  but  I  do  not 
see  how  I  can.  Now  in  regard  to  the  one  word  which  he 
has  said  about  the  Leavitt  valve,  I  think  he  is  all  wrong. 
I  do  not  think  Mr.  Leavitt  claims  any  patent  upon  the 
sewage  valve.  If  the  gentleman  will  read  his  com- 
munication to  Mr.  Corliss  I  think  he  will  And  he  does 
not  allude  to  the  Leavitt  valve  so  far  as  it  is  to  be 
connected  with  the  pump.  If  any  valve  is  alluded  to 
it  is  the  valve  to  the  engine  and  not  the  pump.  I 
think  the  gentleman  is  entirely  wrong  in  putting  any 
such  construction  upon  Mr.  Leavitt's  letter. 


Alderman  Haldeman— I  am  glad  this  controversy 
has  got  so  far  as  to  bring  an  explanation  from  the 
Committee  on  Improven  Sewerage,  after  ten  months' 
effort  to  bring  them  out. 

Alderman  Slade — I  would  slate  that  this  is  about 
the  third  or  fourth  time  I  have  attempted  to  state 
this  same  thing  in  ihe  last  two  or  three  year-. 

Alderman  Haldeman — He  has  at  last  gone  into  de- 
tails, which  had  tbey  come  earlier  would  have 
changed  the  phase  of  the  matter  somewhat.  I  am 
very  glad  he  has  made  the  admission  that  be  wouldn't 
sign  a  contract  without  the  concurrence  of  the  City 
Engineer.  He  has  virtually  acceded  to  what  [  have 
heretofore  charged,  that  the  Cit.v  Engineer  is  run- 
ning the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  and 
almost  every  other  department.  I  claim  that 
there  is  no  responsibility  connected  with  this 
enormous  expenditure  of  money,  except  to  a  very 
limited  extent  by  the  committee.  I  Know  from  in- 
formation of  my  own — from  sources  outside  of  inter- 
ested parties — that  Mr.  Davis,  the  former  City  En- 
gineer, was  approached  very  early  in  reference  to 
having  Mr.  Corliss  make  certain  proposition*;  tbat 
he  scouted  the  idea  and  declared  that  Mr.  Corliss 
coald  not  build  anything  for  the  City  of  Bostou; 
that  he  knew  what  the  City  of  oostou  wanted  and 
the  City  of  Boston  should  liavc  what  he  purposed  to 
build.  Now  I  know  that  Mr.  Corliss  came  here  with 
the  prejudice  of  the  engineer  and  those  working 
with  him  against  him.  I  believe  that  the  Committee 
on  Improved  Sewerage  accepted  Mr.  Corliss's  propo- 
sition ever  the  head  of  the  engineer,  or  in  defiance 
of  his  wishes,  because  the  offer  was  such  that 
no  business  man  could  hesitate  about  accepting 
it.  It  is  tbo3e  Doints  I  am  trying  to  get 
at,  by  calling  for  this  report.  This  special 
pleading  about  an  immense  roll  of  stuff  is  all  gam- 
mon. I  have  never  asked  to  have  all  the  correspond- 
ence published.  That  is  an  act  of  their  own  to 
create  confusion,  so  as  not  to  get  at  what  we  want. 
I  claim  that  one  dozen  pages  will  cover  all  the  facts 
we  want  to  get  at.  In  the  first  pi  ice,  we  want  to 
know  why  Mi'.  Corliss's  proposition  was  ignored, 
why,  when  Mr.  Corliss  was  thrown  overboard,  the 
committee  contracted  with  Mr.  WorthiDgfoD.  lam 
prepared  to  say  that  the  Worthington  engine  will  be 
superior  to  the  Leavitt  engines,  but  it  appears  that 
the  Leavitt  valves  were  obliged  to  be  paid  for  by  the 
Worthingtou  Company,  whether  used  or  not.  I 
claim  that  if  Mr.  Corliss'  had  agreed  to  pay  for  the 
Leavitt  valves  he  would,  have  had  the  contract.  I  am 
glad  to  hear  the  chairman  ot  the  committee  say  that 
he  does  not  believe  that  Mr.  Corliss  has  a  lawsuit  in 
view.  I  am  frank  to  say  I  believe  so,  too.  It  is  not 
a  money  consideration  with  him;  he  h°s  a  repu- 
tation at  stake,  and  Ihe  manner  in  which  certain 
classes  of  people  traduce  him  is  bringing  the  city 
into  disrepute.  All  *iie  friends  of  Mr.  Corliss  ask  is 
that  he  be  fairly  treated.  If  he  has  no  claim  it  will 
make  no  difference  with  the  city;  if  he  has  a  claim 
the  city  cannot  affurd  to  dodge  it  and  beat  about  it. 
The  difficulty  about  showing  certain  evidence  and 
letters  indicates  that  we  have  not  a  DOMtion  we  can 
defend.  If  we  are  honorable,  wby  need  we  dodge 
this  question?  I  do  not  come  here  in  any  seuse  as 
the  champion  or  attorney  for  Mr.  Corliss.  I  ask  for 
justice  from  the  City  of  Boston,  that  her  good  name 
may  stand  as  it  has  always  stood.  Theie  has  beeu  a 
great  deal  of  nonsense  in  this  whole  affair.  It  has 
been  told  me  m  this  chamber  to-day,  and  a  bet 
was  offered  that  this  controversv  would  not  be 
brought  to  an  issue  this  year.  I  have  but  two 
months  more  of  service,  and  that  is  why  I  am 
determined  to  bring  it  to  an  issue.  I  have 
tried  to  bring  out  the  facts  simply,  and  have  reached 
the  point  that  the  farmer  did,  who  found  boys  in  his 
trees  stealing  apples — when  good  words  failed  to 
bring  them  down,  he  appealed  to  stones.  I  am  de- 
termined to  get  some  i  nf ormalon  on  this  matter.  If 
the  committee  will  not  give  it,  I  will  ask  for  a  special 
committee.  I  do  not  want  all  that  rubnisb  published 
in  the  papers  brought  forward.  I  want  to  know  wny 
Mr.  Corliss's  proposition  was  not  entertained  iu  the 
first  place,  and  when  it  was  why  the  contract  was  not 
signed.  I  state  here  that  Mr.  Corliss  was  ready  at  all 
times  to  sign  the  proprosition  he  offered  to  the  city, 
but  he  would  not  sign  a  contract  interpolated  by  Mr. 
Davis  at  the  suggestion  of  and  in  the  interests  nf  Mr. 
Leavitt.  He  would  not  sign  a  contract  hostile  to 
himself;  no  responsible  man  would  nave  been 
expected  to  do  so.  Had  the  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  signed  the  contract  as  originally 
prepared,  there  would  have  been  no  trouble, 
and  the  engines  would  have  been  iu  use  to-day.  1 
omitted  one  remark  in  regard  to  the  chioracter  of  the 
Leavitt  engines.  It  is  notorious  tbat  some  of  the 
castings  for  the  machinery  were  delayed  for  a  long 
time  in  consequence  of  breakages  at  the  foundry. 
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Had  not  those  defects  beeu  discovered  at  the  foun- 
dry, instead  ol  their  being  erected  and  discovered 
afterwards,  the  City  of  Boston  would  have  been  at 
the  expense  of  the  new  parts  instead  of  the  contrac- 
tor. Nun  Hie  chairman  has  stated  ihe  cost  of  those 
engines  as  slo&,ooO.  I  believe  it  appeals  lrorn  the 
report  of  the  City  Engineer  for  1 880  that  $160,169 
had  been  advanced  on  the  Leavitt  contracts,  which, 
together  with  the  boilers  wide!)  are  upon  the  ground, 
would  uiakethecost  over  $180,000  for  the  two  Leavitt 
engines  with  the  boilers;  whereas  Mr.  Corliss  offered 
to  place  tour  engines  with  boilers  and  all  the  appur- 
lenauces  complete  fur  8180.000.  We  are  now  paying 
that  h mount  tor  what  Mr.  Corliss  offered  to  furnish 
with  lull  guarantee?  of  satisfaction  for  much  less 
money. 

Alderman  Slade — My  recollection  is  that  when  the 
Alderman  first  brought  this  matter  up  in  the  board 
he  said  he  didn't  know  Mr.  Corliss,  bad  never  seen 
01  spoken  to  him  at  all.  Yet  how  familiar  he  is  with 
matters  that  took  place  oefore  those  engines  were 
thought  of.  I  would  like  to  know  where  he  got  all 
this  information,  it  he  didn't  know  Mr.  Corliss  and 
hadn't  spoken  to  him?  I  nouM  l:ke  to  know  from 
whom  be  could  pet  anything  uulessfrom  the  com- 
mittee or  Mr.  Corliss,  or  the  engineer?  The  commit- 
tee have  endeavored  time  and  again  to  state  the  facts 
as  they  arc.  Then-  is  nothing  covered  up  and  noth- 
ing tone  covered  up.  Xu  regard  to  breaking  the 
castings:  "We  had  an  inspector  stand  over  them  from 
the  day  they  were  first  commenced  until  they  were 
finished.  Anv  piece  of  iron  found  to  be  wrong, 
or  not  perfectly  sound,  was  rejected,  and  they  had 
to  cast  it  over.  After  one  piece  got  here  some 
flaw  was  found  in  it  and  it  was  rejecied.  It  was 
an  iuimenst  piece  of  iron.  It  is  impossible  for  the 
uio?t  caretul  man  to  let  all  that  immense  amount  of 
iron  work  go  through  his  hands  and  detect  every- 
thing. There  is  liable  to  be  some  flaw  somewhere 
that  he  wouldn't  see.  If  this  business  isn't  straining 
at  a  gnat  and  swallowing  a  camel,  I  don't  know 
what  is. 

Atderuian  Fro3t — I  don't  understand  what  this  big 
right  is  all  about.  I  have  watched  the  thing  all  the  way 
through  very  closely,  to  tind  out  what  the  animus  of 
the  thing  is,  and  what  it  is  Drought  up  lor.  I  ask  eo  the 
Alderman  at  the  first  start  of  this  thing  what  he 
was  driving  at,  and  what  he  was  asking  for.  He 
distinctly  avowed  to  me  that  he  wasn't  at  work  for 
Mr.  Corliss.  X'fu,  who  is  he  at  work  for?  We 
cannot  find  out.  1  certainly  caDuot  elieve  that  he 
i"  at  work  for  the  interest  of  the  City  of  Boston  in 
this  matter.  I  cannot  see  where  the  interest  of  the 
City  of  Boston  is  going  to  gain  anything  by  pursuing 
this  matter  to  the  end  of  the  year.  The  Alderman 
talks  a  great  deal  about  rings.  Who  are  the  lings? 
The  committee  of  last  year  are  out  of  office.  To 
be  sure,  one  ol  theni  holds  over,  but  I  don't  believe 
the  Al  Herman  intends  to  accuse  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  being  one  of  the  ring.  If  it  is  the 
engineer,  he  is  out  of  our  reach,  and  this  investiga- 
tion cannot  bring  any  good  to  the  City  of  Boston. 
Now,  in  regard  to  what  the  Alderman  stated,  that  he 
wasn't  herein  the  interest  of  Mr.  Corliss,  or  some- 
thing to  that  effect.  In  the  Alderman''!  remarks 
there  is  another  point  that  has  puzzled  me  a  good 
deal  more  than  that.  I  have  been  trying  to  find  the 
Alderman's  remarks  when  he  introduced  the  order, 
and  I  shall  have  to  appeal  to  hiin  to  state  the  case 
as  be  stated  it  when  lie  brought  this  matter  up.  He 
came  here  with  his  carpet  bag  full  of  documents, 
which,  according  to  oiv  recollection,  he  said  had  been 
in  hi-  desk  since  last  September.  Well,  then,  how 
did  't  happen  that  a  man  not  at  work  in  the  interest 
of  .Mr.  Corliss— and  certainly  he  is  not  at  work  in  the 
iolereste  ol  the  city,  and  could  not  have  known  that 
he  was  going  to  occupy  the  position  lie  i  ow  holds — 
could  have  al)  those  documents  in  regard  t  >  this  mat- 
ter? There  is  seme  ruysterv  about  it, that  we  cannot 
end,  and  never  will  if  we  wait  the  whole 
year.  So  tar  as  the  reputation  goes,  I  think  it  is 
second  to  that  of  no  man  in  the  country.  Perhaps  if 
I  was  going  to  make  a  contract  for  an  engine,  I 
-u  mid  oe  willing  to  take  Mr.  Corliss's  guarantee  that 
lie  would  build  one  for  the  work  required,  but  I  do 
not  think  that  is  a  proper  way  for  the  City  of  Boston 
to  do.  The  Alderman  censured  the  cliairinan  of  the 
committee  for  slating  that  he  never  signed  a 
contract  without  the  approval  of  the  City  En- 
gineer. Why,  that  i»  what  we  all  do,  of 
e  urse,  who  have  experience  in  such  matters.  I 
should  not  sign  a  contract  for  building  a  bridge,  till- 
ing a  street,  or  anything  of  that  kind,  against  the 
advice  of  the  City  Engineer.  I  do  not  think  an  Al- 
derman would  be  doing  right  if  he  did.  I  do  not  see 
how  the  gentleman  is  going  to  accomplish  anything 
for  the  interests  ol  the  City  Of  Boston,  and  it  must 
be  some  interest  adverse  to  that  of  the  city,  if  any- 


thing is  accomplished.  Believing  that  to  be  the.  case, 
and  that  that  is  what  he  is  alter,  I  hope  we  will  pub- 
lish nothing  more  in  regard  to  this  matter,  and  I 
move  to  indefinitely  postpone  both  orders  and  the 
whole  Corliss  engine  controversy. 

Alderman  Haldeman — This  motion  is  a  part  of  the 
whole  system.  I  am  sorry  to  see  that  another  Alder- 
man has  gone  over  to  the  other  side.  A  personal  ex- 
planation from  me  may  be  necessary  in  this  connec- 
tion. At  the  Centennial  I  met  Mr. Corliss  for  the  first 
time.  I  was  introduced  to  him  by  one  of  the  editors 
of  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser,  who  was  preparing  a 
series  of  articles  upon  the  Centennial,  I  there  be- 
came familiar  with  Mr.  Corliss's  struggles  in  Phila- 
delphia, the  same  as  he  has  had  at  Providence,  Paw- 
tucket  and  Boston.  Men  like  Mr.  Corliss  always  ruu 
apainst  experts.  As  1  have  raid  before,  experts  are 
very  great  met  until  they  find  men  as  great  as  them- 
selves, and  then  there  is  "trouble.  I  did  not  see  Mr. 
Corliss  from  that  tune  until  I  met  hiini  .  Providence, 
when  I  had  no  conversation  with  him  except  in  the 
presence,  of  othei  members  of  the  City  Government. 
The  information  I  have  comes  from  taxpayers  and 
others  in  the  City  of  Boston  as  much  interested  in 
the  subject  as  I  um.  I  am  not  here  for  Mr.  Corliss's 
interest  except  in  so  far  as  it  may  be  affected  inci- 
uentally  by  the  interests  of  the  City  of  Boston.  The 
papers  m  my  hand  last  summer  consisted  of  a  pam- 
phlet is-ued  by  Mr.  Corliss.  How  it  came  into  my 
possession  I  do  not  recollect;  I  found  it  upon  my 
desk.  1  was  much  interested  in  the  matter  be- 
cause of  my  knowledge  of  the  difficulty  he  had  had  at 
Philadelphia.  Subsequently  information  came  to  me 
in  communications  published  in  the  Daily  Adver- 
tiser, which  I  get,  every  morning,  and  finally  I  begau 
to  think  there  was  something  that  needed  looking 
alter.  Every  attempt  to  get  information  lias  been 
met  with  obstructions.  Gentlemen  are  ready  to  build 
up  a  ligure  of  straw,  and  knock  it  to  pieces.  They 
talk  about  something  else  and  do  not  meet  the  issue. 
What  1  want  to  get  at  is  for  the  City  ot  Boston  to 
make  some  equitable  proposition  to  Mr.  Corliss,  or 
out  matters  in  such  a  shape  that  he  and  the  city 
can  be  brought  together,  that  is  for  the  Committee 
en  Improved  Sewerage  to  do,  but  they  have  not  at- 
tempted to  do  so.  and  have  tried  to  force  Mr.  Cor- 
liss into  a  lawsuit.  I  am  satisfied  that  if  we  force 
Mr.  Corliss  into  a  lawsuit  we  will  have  to 
pav  dearly  for  our  whistle.  There  is  no  ne- 
cessity for  wrat  gling  over  this  question  any 
more.  It  has  been  slated  that  it  cannot  be 
settled  by  this  year's  committee,  that  las'  year's 
coiumi  tee  have  gone  out.  There  are  other  difficul- 
ties. Mr.  Davis  was  sent  to  Europe  at  the  expense 
of  the  city.  When  he  returned  his  plans  were  pre- 
pared under  the  jurisdiction  of  Mr.  Leavitt,  and,  af- 
ter saddling  this  enormous  system  of  improved 
s.werage  on  the  city,  Mr.  Davis  stepped  out  and  a 
new  man  comes  in,  and  who  to-day  does  not  take  the 
responsibility  for  it.  You  criticize  anything,  and  he 
says  he  is  not  responsible  for  it.  You  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Improved  Sewerage,  and  they  say  they  are 
not  responsible. 

Aidei  man  Slade — As  one  member  of  the  committee 
I  "ui  willing  to  take  mj  share  of  responsibility  for  it, 
ana  do  not  shirk  it  upon  anybody  else. 

Alderman  Haldeman— i  am  glad  to  hear  it.  I  have 
no  suspicion  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Improved  Sewerage  would  do  anything  that  he  did 
not  believe  to  be  honorable.  But  I  do  think  he  has 
not  always  had  his  own  way,  that  he  has  been  at  the 
mercy  of  the  former  or  present  engineer  of  toe  city, 
who,  having  theirown  professional  pride  at  stake,  did 
not  intend  to  have  Mr.  Corliss  come  in.  If  Mr. 
Corliss's  machinery  was  placed  by  the  side  of  Mr. 
Leavitt's  in  the  City  of  Boston,  there  would  be  un- 
pleasant comparisons,  and  it  is  possible  somebody's 
else  reputation  might  suffer  before  long.  I  think 
the  idea  of  strangling  this  order  is  eutirely  out 
of  place  and  uncalled  for.  It  is  going  forth  to 
the  world  that  the  City  of  Boston  lias  no  defence, 
that  we  are  afraid  to  give  such  information  as 
the  taxpayers  want.  It  is  not  an  investigation 
that  I  ask  for,  but  a  statement  of  certain  facts 
that  the  committee  have.  I  have  been  called  upon 
to  state  who  the  ring  are.  That  is  one  of  the  things 
1  desire  to  find  out— I  am  not  furnishing  information; 
1  am  seeking  it. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  prevailed. 
Yeas,  8;  nays,  4: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Breck,  Frost,  Hersey,  Slade, 
Tucker,  Yiles,  Whitten,  Woolley— 8. 

Navs— Aldermen  Caldwell,  Curtis,  Haldeman, 
O'Brien— 1. 

Later  m  the  session,  Alderman  Viles  in  the  chair, 
the  subject  was  again  considered. 

Alderman  Frost— Lest  the  ghost  of  this  Corliss  en- 
gine controversy  should  come  up  again,  I  move  that 
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the  iDdeiinite  postponement  of  the   order  be  recon- 
sidered,  hoping  it  will  not  prevail. 

Alderman  O'Brien  —I  hesitate  to  say  a  word  on 
this  Corliss  engine  controversy.  I  don't  care  a  cop- 
per about  Corliss.  Itlon'tcare  for  Mr.  Leavittor  our 
City  Engineer — neither  the  one  that  has  retired  nor 
the  one  ;n  office.  But  I  believe,  and  I  say  here  can- 
didl/,  that  the  Committee  on  Improved"  Sewerage 
have  made  a  great  mistake  in  refusing  to  give  us  in- 
formation that  would  satisfy  not  only  ourselves  but 
outside  parties  that  this  business  was  going  on  all 
right.  An  order  was  passed  by  both  branches  of  the 
City  Council  some  six  months  ago,  and  the  committee 
to  whom  it  was  referred  have  taken  no  notice  of  it. 
Now  there  is  a  matter  that  I  think  is  very  objection- 
able. I  have  no  sympathy  with  Corliss,  Leavitt  or 
any  otner  manufacturer  of  machinery.  If  the  City 
Engineer  made  a  mistake  I  do  not  see  why  it  should 
be  covered  up.  But  I  believe  the  mistake  has 
been  in  not  sending  to  the  City  Council  a  full  and 
accurate  report  of  the  doings  of  that  committee. 
I  do  not  believe  there  would  tie  a  word  in  such  a  re- 
port that  would  implicate  the  City  of  Boston  or  that 
Mr.  Corliss  could  make  a  handle  of.  You  may  say 
■what  you  please,  Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen  of 
of  the  board,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  talk  about  this 
improved  sewerage,  and  there  will  be  mure  talk 
about  it,  unless  the  public  outside  and  the  members 
of  the  government  inside  know  more  about  the  work 
that  is  going  on.  If  you  want  to  keep  that  talk  down, 
and  impress  upon  the  people  that  everything  is  go- 
ing all  right,  you  must  give  all  the  information  about 
it  that  is  askeu  for.  I  do  not  believe  in  this  stifling 
business,  and  that  is  the  reason  I  voted  with  the  Al- 
derman over  theie.  I  think  the  order  passed  six 
months  ago  ought  to  have  received  theattention  that 
such  orders  are  meant  to  receive  from  committees  of 
the  City  Government. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  did  not  want  to  say  any- 
thing mure  on  this  unpleasant  subject,  but  as  the 
Alderman  en  my  left  has  thought  oroper  to  rake  it 
up  again,  I  would  simply  say  that  if  this  hoard  has 
not  sufficient  dignity  and  self-respect  to  enforce  their 
own  orders,  it  is  not  for  me  to  complain.  I  am  but 
one  of  twelve.  Furthermore,  two  months  more  of 
my  service  will  end  the  whole  controversy,  and  if 
the  members  of  this  board  can  afford  to  shirk  the 
responsibility  in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  and  sneak  out 
of  the  City  Government  without  showing  their  hands 
— if  they  can  stand  it  I  certainly  can.  I  have  no  axe 
to  grind.  If  they  choose  to  make  this  matter  a  test 
at  the  next  election,  I  don't  know  hut  I  am  prepared 
to  make  it  a  campaign  document.  This  sneaking  < 
way  of  dodging  issues,  and  meeting  matters  with 
frivolous  objections,  is  unworthy  of  a  city  govern- 
ment. If  you  are  weak  and  have  no  case  why  not  say  so? 
Why  try  to  force  Mr.  Corliss  into  a  lawsuit  which  will 
cost  the  city  a  great  deal  of  money.  The  importance  of 
having  able  legal  representatives  has  been  spokeu  of. 
We  will  be  obliged  to  employ  some  of  the  best  talent 
of  Boston,  to  defend  us  in  a  ca»e  of  this  kind,  for  cer- 
tainly the  best  talent  will  be  obtained  on  the  other 
side  if  there  is  a  lawsuit.  There  are  other  disputes 
in  reference  to  the  property  in  the  harbor,  and  on 
the  Dorchester  flats  that  will  be  affectei  by  our 
svstem  of  unproved  sewerage.  I  know  personally 
that  very  tempting  propositions  have  been  made  to 
Mr.  Corliss's  friends  to  unite  with  others  in  a  geu- 
eral  attack  upon  the  city.  It  that  should  be  brought 
about,  every  step  that  has  been  taken  in  ihe  City 
Council  for  a  year  has  had  a  tendency  to  force  such  a 
state  of  things.  I  believe  that  two  or  three  of  u>  in 
this  chamber  a^e  the  only  ones  who  have, looked  into 
the  matter  and  endeavored  to  put  it  into  such 
ashape  as  will  harmonize  the  controversy  and  pre- 
vent a  costly  lawsuit.  All  1  ask  is  that  some 
disposition  should  be  shown  by  the  city  to  stop 
this  scandal  before  the  public,  and  satisfy  Mr.  Cor- 
liss's friends  that  we  want  to  do  just  what  is  proper. 
I  do  not  say  whether  Mr.  Corliss  has  any  claim  or 
not,  out  we  can  find  out  what  the  situation  ij.  We 
know  that  the  newspapers  have  been  filled  with  all 
sorts  of  comments  and  stories.  I  have  on  my  table  a 
fresh  one,  published  Saturday,  which  is  very  severe. 
It  should  be  stopped.  I  would  simply  add  that  I 
have  no  intention  of  asking  for  a  reconsideration  of 
this  subject.  The  next  order  I  thought  of  introduc- 
ing will  cover  a  different  subject. 

Alderman  Slade— I  simply  want  every  member  of 
this  board  to  examine  the  records  of  the  Committee 
on  Improved  Sewerage  from  the  day  they  started— 
get  all  the  information  they  can,  see  everything, 
read  everything.  There  is  nothing  covered  up. 
Everything  is  there,  and  the  Alderman  who  has 
made"  this  talk  has  never  lookedat  theiu  to  my  knowl- 
edge. I  hope  the  Aldermen  will  examine  the  records 
and  find  any  flaw  if  they  can. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  think  it  would  be  perfectly 


right  and  proper  for  the  AlderuiPn  to  do  so.  But  I 
am  satisfied  it  was  a  mistake  not  to  £ive  us  that  infor- 
mation in  printed  form  so  that  we  could  read  it  at 
our  leisure.  Two  ex-members  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen are  listening  to  this  discussion;  both  were  on 
the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage,  and  they 
have  said  to  me  within  live  minuels  that  they  do  not 
see  anything  out  of  the  way  in  placing  all 
this  information  before  the  City  Council  when 
it  is  asked  for.  There  is  the  trouble.  This 
information  was  askeri  for  six  moots  ago.  If  it  had 
been  given  pioinply  I  do  not  believe  this  discussion 
wouio  ever  have  come  up.  I  do  not  believe  there  is 
any  good  reason  for  holding  it  back.  Aldermen  can- 
not go  to  the  engineer's  office  or  clerk  of  committees 
and  look  over  the  books.  That  i<  a  long  task.  If  we 
had  a  synopsis  of  this  matter  before  us  weculd 
look  over  it  at  our  leisure,  and  I  believe  that  would 
be  the  end  of  the  Corliss  controversy. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  was  very  sorry  when  the  gen- 
tleman on  my  right  made  the  motion  to  reconsider, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.  lam  always  sorry  when 
that  motion  is  made  in  this  board.  I  don't  believe 
it  ever  .-hould  be  made  except  in  an  extreme  case, 
when  something  should  be  commenced  to-njorrow. 
I  look  upon  that  motion  as  a  dangerous  one,  and 
1  tremble  every  time  I  hear  it  made.  I  am 
very  sorry  to  hear  this  discussion  opened  again. 
I  hone-!  this  discussion  was  ended,  but  it  has 
been  moved  to  reconsider  to-night,  the  member 
knowing  that  the  vote  was  very  large  indeed.  I 
don't  believe  any  member  of  this  board  was  going 
to  make  that  motion.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
withdraw  the  motion  and  let  the  matter  end  here.  I 
want  to  see  the  motion  withdrawn. 

The  board  refused  to  reconsider. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Notice  of  the  resignation  of  Andrew  J.  Bailey,  as 
a  member  of  .he  Common   Council.    Placed  on  file. 

Notice  of  the  election  of  Charles  K.  Pratt  as  Pre- 
sident of  the  Common  Council,  in  the  place  of  An- 
drew J.  Bailey,  resigned.    Placed  on  tile. 

Notice  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Ward 
21,  on  Committee  on  Public  Parks  in  place  of  Mr. 
Pratt,  declined.    Tlaced  on  file. 

Report  of  Board  of  Street  Commissioners,  that  the 
estimated  cost  of  extending  Stamford  street  to  Cause- 
way street  is  $2no  nn0.  Referred  to  Committfie  on 
Streets,  with  directions  to  report  at  an  early  dav,  in 
concurrence. 

Report  that  it  is  not  desirable  to  seek  further  legis- 
lation on  pollution  of  sources  of  water  supplj.  Ac- 
cepted in  concurrence. 

Report  in  favor  of  allowing  the  American  Electric 
Light  Co.  to  place  its  lights  in  the  corridors  of  the 
City  Hall  and  in  the  chamber  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men at  its  own  expense.  Order  passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Order  to   contract  for   the  building  of   an    iron 
bridge  on  Commonwealth  avenue,  over  the  outlet  of 
the  Back  Bay  pond.    Passed  in  concurrence. 
City  Solicitor. 

Certificate  of  the  eleciion  of  Aodrew  J.  Bailey  as 
City  Solicitor,  in  place  of  E.  P.  Nettleton.  resigned. 

Alderman  Breck  moved  that  the  board  proceed  to 
ballot. 

Alderman  Tucker— At  the  last  meeting  I  had  the 
honor  of  presenting  the  name  of  Nathan  Morse  as  a 
candidate  for  C'ty  Solicitor.  I  have  since  learned 
that  Mr.  Morse  declines  to  accept  the  position  if 
elected.  I  therefore  present  the  name  of  Augustus 
Russ  iu  place  of  Natnan  Morse. 

Alderman  Whitten — Before  proceeding  to  ballot  I 
would  like  to  say  a  few  words  in  relation  to  this  mat- 
ter. The  majority  report  was  in  favor  of  the  election 
of  rlarpey  N.  Shepard.  _There  were  but  two  candi- 
dates at  that  time.  'Vvhile  the  committee  did  not 
wish  to  take  part  as  between  either  of  those  candi- 
dates, believing  them  both  to  be  men  of  ability,  the 
members  voted  so  that  that  was  the  result.  While  I 
am  not  a  partisan  of  either  of  the  gentlemen,  at  the 
same  time,  in  justioe  to  Mr.  Shepard  I  mil  read  two 
letters  addressed  to  him  and  present  a  petition : 

Boston,  Oct.  25, 1881. 
II.  N.  Shepard,  Esq., 

Dear  Sir, — I  see  with  pleasure  that  you  have  been 
nominated  to  the  office  of  City  Solicitor.  Haviug 
had  some  occasion  to  know  your  diligence  and  thor- 
oughness in  preDaration  of  cases,  I  feel  confident 
that  the  city  will  find  your  services  valuable,  and 
hope  for  you  a  pleasantand  successful  career  m  your 
new  position  of  responsibility. 

I  have  had  great  respect  for  your  predecessor,  Col. 
Nettleton,  and  trust  that  you  will  make  his  place 
good. 

Very  truly  yours,  E.  R.  KOAR. 
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Boston,  Oct.  27,  1881. 
Dear  Sir,— At  the  request  of  one  of  your  friends, 
and  in  view  of  your  candidacy  for  the  office  of  City 
Solicitor,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to. statu  iny  opinion, 
that,  in  the  general  estimate  of  your  professional 
brethren,  you  are  in  character  and  legal  accomplish- 
ments, fully  qualified  lor  the  position. 

Truly  yours,  S.  Bartlett. 

To  Harvey  N.  Shepard,  Esq. 

The  Alderman  also  read  a  petition  signed  by  a 
large  number  of  prominent  members  of  the  bar  in 
favor  of  the  election  of  Mr.  Shepard. 

Aldermi  n  Tucker— Inasmuch  as  the  petition  and 
letters  have  nceu  presented,  I  would  like  to  say  a 
word  in  favor  of  Mr.  Buss.  He  is  considered  a  law- 
yer of  large  experience.  I  think  a  large  portion  of 
the  taxpayers  of  Boston  consider  him  a  ureal  .teal 
more  competent  for  the  position  of  City  Solicitor 
than  either  of  the  other  gentlemen.  I  have  t:  lien 
some  pains  to  look  at  the  work  he  ha?  done.  I  find 
thai  during  the  last  five  years  ending  Novem- 
ber, 1880,  it  appears  front  the  Massachusetts 
reports  that  Mr.  Bailey  did  not  argue  a 
single  case  before  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court, 
while  during  the  same  period  Mr.  Shepard  argued 
but  live  cases.  Mr.  Russ  on  the  contrary  argued  rive 
cases  befoie  that  court  during  188C,  and  sixteen  cases 
during  the  last  two  years  of  the  period  of  live  years 
I  have  previously  named.  la  sixteen  cases  tried  Mr. 
Russ  was  successful  in  n;ne  of  tbeni  and  got.  «  ver- 
dict. I  me  ely  bring  these  matter;  up  to  let  the 
board  Know  that  I  am  not  offeriug  a  candidate  who 
is  not  familiar  with  the  business,  bat  who  has  had  a 
much  larger  experience  than  either  of  the  other 
geutlemfn. 

Alderman  Breck — I  feel  that  a  word  ought  to  be 
said  for  Mr  Bailey,  and  a>  there  seems  to  be  no  one 
else  to  speak  for  him  but  myself ,  I  will  say  that  I 
have  been  associated  with  him  on  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  for  two  years,  and  found  him  a  very  in- 
dustrious man,  win  has  studied  the  ordinances  thor- 
oughly.who  for  three  mouths  was  engaged  in  revising 
them,  and  who,  I  think,  understands  them  as  fully  as 
any  other  person  in  the  City  of  Boston,  I  don't  care 
who  be  is.  I  do  hoc  know  how  many  cases  he  has 
ever  had  to  argue  before  the  courts.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  necessary  to  kuow  that.  It  is  not  always  neces- 
sary for  a  young  man  to  bring  a  ca-e  into  court,  but 
when  he  does  we  Hud  that  he  is  as  successful  as  some 
older  ones.  Mr.  Bailev  was  upon  the  Committee  on 
the  Mystic  Valley  Sewer  and  presented  that  matter 
before  the  committee  at  the  State  House,  and  was 
very  successful  iu  his  pleadiLg.  As  the  committee 
only  had  two  names  before  them  I  do  not  know  why 
we  should  not  consider  one  candidate  as  good  as  the 
other.  I  believe  'hat  Mr.  Bailey  will  be  as  good  a 
City  Solicitor  al  the  other  candidate,  and  1  don't 
know  anything  against  the  other  gentleman,  and  he. 
maybe  a*  good  as  Mr.  Bailey.  But  in  justice  to  Mr. 
Bailey  who  has  so  well  presided  over  the  doings  of 
the  Common  Council  this  year,  I  think  it  is  no  more 
than  fair  that  we  should  give  him  a  vote  to-night. 

The  election  was  ordered.  Committee,  Aldermen 
Sreck  and  Caldwell. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Andrew  J.  Sailey 5 

Harvey  X. Shepard 4 

Augustas  Russ 2 

Nathan  .Morse 1 

There  being  no  choice  a  second  ballot  was  taken: 

Andrew  J.  Bailey 5 

Harvey  N.  Shepard 3 

Augustas   Kuss 4 

There  being  no  choice  a  third  ballot  was  taken: 

Andrew  J .  liailev 4 

Augustus  Kuss 5 

Harvey  N.  Shepard 2 

Charles  . I.  Brooks 1 

There  being  no  choice   a  fourth    ballot  was  taken: 

Andrew  . I.  liallej 5 

Augustus  Hubs 4 

Harvey  U.  Shepard 2 

Charles  .1.  lirooks 1 

There  being  no  choice,  a  fifth  ballot  was  taken. 
The  committee  found  that  thirteen  ballots  had  been 
cast,  and  therefore  the  ballot  was  declared  void. 
The  ballots  were  again  collected: 

Andrew  J.  Bailey 5 

Augustus  Russ 7 

Mr.  Russ  was  declared  elected  in  non-concurrence. 

Sent  down. 

EXTENSION    OF  D  STREET. 

Order  to  contract  for  the  raising  of  the  grade  of 
the  Old  Colon v  &  Xewport  R.  R.,  and  for  building 
the  bridge  and  abutments  over  the  line  of  D  street 


extended,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  .545,000;  also 
an  order  to  rescind  the  order  of  April  30, 1881,  on  the 
subject. 

Alderman  Curtis  asked  fo:  an  explanation  of  the 
order. 

Alderman  Viles — This  matter  has  been  under  con- 
sideration for  some  years.  Last  year  the  committee 
had  several  conferences  with  the  Old  Colony  Rail- 
road, and  the  engineers  estimated  the  cost  at  $55,000, 
out  of  which  the  Old  Colony  Rulroud,  for  the  sake 
of  doing  it,  rather  than  have  the  city  obstruct  its 
trains,  would  pay  a  portion.  The  city  were  to  pay 
$35,000  and  the  railroad  the  balance.  It  was  late  in 
the  year  and  the  committee  thought  best  to  wait  un- 
til tiie  spring.  It  was  put  into  the  tax  levy  and  the 
appropriation  made  last  year.  In  the  meantime  the 
engineer  of  the  railroad  died,  the  work  was  delayed, 
and  before  the  new  one  had  time  to  consider  the 
matter  tnere  had  neen  so  large  a  rise  in  the  price  of 
material  and  lanor  that  the  railroad  company  did 
not  feel  like  contributing  so  much.  In  fact  they 
were  not  willing  to  contribute  any  except  to  prevent 
the  obstruction  of  their  trains.  Alderman  Flynn 
was  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Streets,  and 
had  the  matter  iu  charge,  it  relating  ro  South  Bos- 
ton. The  ten  thousand  dollars  additional  is  to  pay 
the  railroad  company.  It  will  accommodate  the 
road  and  not  obstruct  their  trains,  and  the  engineer 
says  it  is  a  good  bargain  for  the  city.  The  whole 
cost  will  be  S75, ono,  of  which  we  pay  $45,000,  and 
the  railroad  the  balance. 

Alderman  Curtis — Is  it  actually  necessary  that  this 
work  should  be  dune  this  year''' 

Alderman  Hersey — Beina  a  resident  of  Soutn  Bos- 
ton and  knowing  the  importance  of  the  work,  I 
should  like  to  reply  to  that,  if  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  has  no  objections.  The  Old  Colony  Rail- 
road is  a  sort  of  Chinese  wall  surrounding  the  south- 
erly side  of  South  Boston,  and  eventually  you  have 
got  to  extend  all  the  avenues  from  Dorchester  aveuue 
to  Dorchester  street  over  that  railroad  or  under  it. 
By  this  order  the  company  is  compelled  to  raise  its 
grade,  and  the  street  runs  over  the  railroad,  and 
you  will  have  established  the  precedent  that 
the  streets  will  have  to  go  under  the  railroad.  I  un- 
derstand the  Old  Colony  Railroad  would  like  to  back 
out  of  this  arrangement,  if  they  could.  I  suppose 
they  only  continue  it  because  they  feel  somewhat 
bound  by  their  previous  agreement.  The  extension 
"f  those  streets  is  one  of  the  most  important  things 
that  can  be  done  for  South  Boston.  If  this  is  not 
done  now  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  eventually  cost  a 
great  deal  more.  If  it  is  done  now  it  will  end  in 
carrying  all  the  streets  over  the  railroad  track. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  am  giad  to  hear  the  explana- 
tion of  the  Alderman  from  South  Boston,  as  I  know 
the  representatives  from  that  section  are  very  modest 
in  their  demands.  I  know  about  the  Broadway  ex- 
tension and  that  is  about  the  only  thing  in  South 
Boston  I  do  know  about.  As  tbey  are  so  modest  I 
shall  vote  for  the  passage  of  the  order. 

The  orders  were  passed  in  concurrence. 

ELECTION  OFFICERS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor 
making  the  following  appointments  of  election  offi- 
cers, to  till  vacancies  caused  by  resignation  of  previ- 
ous appointees: 

Ward  4,  Precinct  2— George  H.  Pendergast,  War- 
den. 

Ward  7,  Precinct  1— Thomas  H.  Farren,  34  Cross 
street.  Inspector;  Edw.  J.  Kelley,  4G  Salem  street, 
Dep.  InsD. 

Ward  8,  Precinct  4— Frank  P.  Tackerbury,  14  Nash- 
ua street,  In3p. 

Ward  13,  Precinct  3— John  M.  Collins,  133  Second 
street,  Dep.  Warden. 

Ward  14,  Precinct  4— Fred'k  Laforme,  108Kstreet. 
Dep.  Clerk;  Edw.  J.  Mofiitt,  124  M  street,  Dep. 
Insp. 

ward  15,  Precinct  3— Michael  Walsh,  28  Telegraph 
street,  Warden;,  Walter  S.  Samoson,  67  Telegraph 
street,  Dep.  Warden;  John  F.  Fitzgerald,  5  Tele- 
graph street,  Dep.  Iosp.  Precinct  4— Thos.  H.  Kee- 
nan,  42  Ward  street,  Dep.  Warden. 

Ward  18,  Precinct  1  —Theodore  H.  Emmons,  3  Con- 
cord square,  Clerk;  John  A.  McKoyvn,  10  Worcester 
square,  Dep.  Clerk. 

Ward  19.  Precinct 4— Michael  Eduiondo,  7  Elmwood 
place,  Dep.  Clerk. 

Ward  21,  Precinct  3— Matthew  F.  Foley,  49  Wood- 
bine street,  Clerk. 

Ward  3,  Precinct  1— Isaac  H.  Ripley,  12  Prospeet 
street,  Dep.  Clerk. 

Ward  <;,  Precinct  1-Wni.  H.  Mott,  20  Henchmau 
street,  Dep.  Warden.  Precinct  4— Michael  Hayes, 
431  Commercial  street,  li.sp. 

Ward  7,  Precinct  1— Win.  K.  Spring,  Derby  House, 
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Insp.;  Cornelius  M.  Lincban,  44  Cooper  street,  Dep. 

lllS|l. 

Ward  11,  t'recinet  3 — Erl wia  Wright,  26  St.  James 
avenue,  Dep.  Warden.  Precinct  5 — Albert  G.  Frost, 
106  Chandler  street,  Dep.  Clerk. 

Ward  13.  Precinct  5— Albert  (4.  Pike,  324  E  street, 
Clerk. 

Ward  15,  Precincc  1— Cbas.  H.  Delano, 235 Dorches- 
ter street,  Waraen. 

Ward  21,  Precinct  1— Win.  Blanchard,  70  Lambert 
avenue,  Dep.  Warden.  Precinct  3— Robert  C.  Mch- 
ols,  3  Roekville  place,  Warden.  Precinct  4— Wm.  J. 
Munroe,  73  Walnut  avenue,  Dep.  Insp.  Precinct  5— 
Win.  T.  Macarty,  10  Oakland  street,  Dep.  Clerk. 

Ward  25,  Preciuct  3— Geo.  A.  Pratt.  Washington 
street.  Dep.  Waraen. 

Ward  8,  Precinct  1— Edgar  R.  Kimball,  15  Cham- 
ber street.  Insp. 

Ward  10,  Precinct  3— Joseph  T.  Brown,  Jr.,  175 
Tremont  street,  Dep.  Warden. 

Ward  20,  Precinct  4—  Geo.  W.  Pond,  14  Sargent 
street,  Dep.  Insp. 

Ward  11,  Precinct  4 — Sam'l  Couseis,  19  Winches- 
ter street,  Warden. 

Ward  22.  Precinct  2— Joseph  D.  Thyng,  8  Wiggles- 
wortb  street,  Clerk;  Conrad  Cutter, 54  Conant  staeet, 
Dep.  Clerk. 

Ward  23,  Precinct  5— Wm.  B.  Blakeniore,  Bellerue 
street,  Dep.  Warden. 

Confirmed. 

WOODEN  BUILDINGS. 

A  petition  was  received  from  Joseph  Dickson  for 
leave  to  erect  a  shed  at  corner  of  Miller  street  and 
Rutberfoid  avenue. 

Alderman  Curtis — Those  petitions  may  be  investi- 
gated by  the  committee  and  reported  on  favorably, 
but  there  is  a  deadlock  in  ihe  Common  Council,  ana 
ouilding  matters  are  completely  stopped  because  of 
it.  It  is  no  use  for  the  orders  to  go  in  if  the  Com- 
mon Council  is  going  to  hold  tbetn.  People  who 
have  petitioned  here.have  come  forward  and  asked 
weat  tbey  shall  do,  and  have  been  told  that  there  is  a 
deadlock  in  the  Council  and  the  department  cm  do 
nothing  for  them.  1  merely  throw  this  out  to  give 
the  hoard  to  understand  that  these  people  have  de- 
termined to  go  on  and  build  in  defiance  of  th"  city 
ordinances,  because  they  cannot  get  satisfaction 
from  the  City  Government.  It  is  high  time  to  bring 
this  matter  to  a  focus  and  not  have  building  stopped 
just  becausj  two  individuals  in  the  Common  Coun- 
cil are  not  able  to  agree  upon  a  technicality. 

Alderman  Viles — I  agree  with  the  Alderman,  but 
building  bas  not  stopped.  The  committee  take  a 
broad  view  of  this  thing.  When  petitioners  go 
to  the  Inspector  and  he  tells  them  there  is  no 
objection  to  their  building,  they  go  ahead,  although 
it  is  arjpareutly  in  violation  of  the  ordinance. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 

NEW  BRIDGE  TO  CHaKLESIOWH. 

Alderman  Caldwell  called  up  the  special  assign- 
ment, viz. : 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  with  two  orders 
for  loans — one  to  rebuild  and  widen  Warren  bridge 
at  a  cost  of  ©400,000,  ana  the  other  for  construction 
of  a  new  bridge  between  Chariestown  and  Boston  at 
a  cost  of  .$866,000. 

Alderman  Caldwell — The  subject  of  a  new  bridge 
to  Chariestown  has  been  before  the  City  Government 
for  two  years  and  considered  by  two  committees. 
Both  of  these  committees  have  given  the  subject  a 
very  careful  consideration,  and  have  come  to  a  con- 
clusion that  nothing  but  an  elevated  bridge  will  re- 
lieve the  public.  The  committee  of  this  City 
Government,  after  a  very  careful  considera- 
tion, submitted  a  report  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance  to  report  in  regard 
to  raising  money.  The  Committee  on  Finance 
have  reported  in  favor  of  authorizing  the 
Treasurer  to  borrow  $866,000  to  build  the  structure 
recommended  by  the  Committee  on  Chariestown 
Bridge,  and  have  also  reported  in  favor  of  relocat- 
ing and  rebuilding  Warren  bridge  at  a  cost  ot  $400,- 
000.  Now  I  would  most  respectfully  ask  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  what  is  inteuded  by  this  report? 
Do  they  intend  to  advocate  the  passage  of  both  or- 
ders or  do  they  intend  to  substitute  their  report  to 
widen  and  relocate  the  Warren  bridge,  for  the  Re- 
port of  the  Bridge  Committee? 

Alderman  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien — There  was  a  difference  of 
opinion  in  the  Finance  Committee  about  the  new 
bridge  to  Chariestown.  Some  were  in  favor  of 
a  bridge  that  will  co  t  $866,000  to  begin  with, 
and  be  an  unfinished  structure.  The  City  Gov- 
ernment do  not  know  what  it  will  cost.  It  will 
be  unfinished,  like  the  Broadway  extension.    This 


$866,000  is  but  the  beginning.  I  favor  another 
bridge  to  Chariestown,  but  .others  iu  the  Fmauce 
Committee  opposed  it.  Thev  were  opposed  to  ob- 
structing our  water  front  with  another  bridge,  They 
thought  that  navigation  wa«  sumciently  obstrueed 
by  bridges  between  Boston  and  Char'estown,  and 
using  their  own  judgment  they  relt  that  a  thorough- 
fare of  a  hundred  feet  Wide  would  answer  the  pur- 
pose for  u  new  higaway  to  Chariestown  better  than 
a  bridge  sixty  feet  wide  and  letting  the  old  Warren 
bridge  stand  as  it  is.  Some  members  of  the  committee 
thought  it  best  to  widen  Warren  bridge  to  a  hundred 
feet,  with  plenty  ot  room  for  teams  to  pass  either 
way.  The  committee  were  not  pledged  to  anything. 
If  the  Aldermen  see  fit  to  vote  for  $866,000  for  an 
unfinished  structure  they  have  a  perfect  right  to  do 
so.  My  idea  is  to  vote  for  a  bridge  to  cost  only 
$400,1100..  but  I  am  willing  to  listen  to  arguments  that 
would  convince  me  to  the  contrary.  I  should  have 
preferred  to  have  had  the  committee  report  the  full 
estimate  of  this  contemplated  double-decked  bridge. 
We  have  enough  unfinished  structures  in  Boston. 
We  have  au  unfinished  High  School  building  that 
cost  twice  as  much  as  it  ought  to  have  cost;  we  have 
the  Broadway  extension  and  have  not  yet  reached 
the  end  of  it.  When  we  build  a  bridge  to 
Chariestown  we  want  it  complete  and  perfect. 
I  understand  it  will  take  a  very  larse  sum 
to  comp.ete  this  double-decked  bridge.  It  will 
give  us  another  highway  'o  Chariestown,  but 
block  our  water  front  more  than  it  is  now,  and  in- 
jure that  class  of  property  more  than  it  is  injured  by 
the  bridges  to-day,  which  is  something  I  should  like 
to  prevent.  A  broad  highway  would  answer  the 
purpose  of  half  a  dozen  bridges,  be  easier  to  take 
care  of,  and  be  a  better  thoroughfare  to  and  fi  oin 
Charlestowu. 

Alderman  O'Brien  moved  that  the  board  first  con- 
sider the  order  appropriating  $400,000  to  relocate 
and  widen  Warren  bridge,  stating  m  reply  to  Alder- 
man fucker  that  it  was  intended  that  the  width 
should  be  a  hundred  feet  instead  of  eighty. 

Alderman  Caldwell — I  would  ask  the  uidulgence 
ot  the  board  in  submitting  a  few  remarks  in  regard 
to  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  new  bridge 
to  Chariestown,  not  that  I  expect  to  advance  any- 
thing new,  and  shall,  no  doubt,  repeat  what  has  been 
said  before,  but  if  b.,  repeating  anything  that  has 
been  said,  or  if  I  can  advance  anything  that  will  con- 
vince this  board  of  the  necessity  uf  immediate  action 
in  regard  to  the  relief  asked  tor  by  the  people  of 
the  northern  section,  1  shall  have  accomplished 
what  the  people  of  that  section  very  much  desire. 
The  committee  of  1880,  to  who:u  was  referred  the 
subject  of  a  new  bridge  to  Chariestown,  after  a  very 
careful  consideration,  submitted  a  report,  near  the 
close  of  the  year,  stating  that  in  view  of  the  impor- 
tance of  the  work,  the  "resent  condition  of  the 
bridges  and  the  necessity  of  there  being  an  immedi- 
ate commencement  of  whatever  work  may  be  de- 
termined upon,  they  recommend  that  the  plans 
they  had  considered  be  referred  to  three  com- 
missioners that  immediate  investigation  might 
be  made.  The  recommendation  received  the 
unanimous  approval  ot  the  l-io-ird  of  Aldermen. 
The  Council  referred  it  to  this  City  Government. 
The  subject  bas  again  been  considered  in  committee, 
they  jhave  gone  over  the  matter  carefully,  and  find 
that  the  facts  fully  sustain  the  opinion  expressed  in 
the  report  submitted  by  the  committee  of  1880— that 
the  present  bridges  are  entirely  inadequate  to  accom- 
modate the  travel.  The  trouble  experienced  is  well 
set  forth  in  the  memorial  ot  the  Chariestown 
Trade  and  Improvement  Association,  which  was 
respectfully  submitted  to  the  City  Government. 
Chariestown,  in  common  with  the  adjacent  cities  and 
towus,  contain  a  population  ot  rising  200,000  peop'e, 
and  the  number  is  rapidly  increasing,  who  are 
obliged  to  depend  for  communication  with  the  busi- 
ness centres  of  Boston  upon  the  Warren  and  Charles- 
river  bridges.  If  > ou  draw  a  line  through  the  centre 
of  this  City  Hall  due  east  and  west,  then  take  the 
number  ot  people  living  in  a  circuit  of  ten  miles, 
you  will  find  in  the  circuit,  north  of  that 
line  a  population  of  280,000  people,  of  which  160,- 
000  use  the  avenues  leiding  through  Chariestown; 
and  the  horse  cars  which  run  through  Chariestown 
run  to  towns  aggregating  160,000  people  who  visit 
Boston  for  business  or  otherwise.  The  number  of 
coaches  passing  over  those  bridges  daily  is  624.  The 
number  of  vehicles  passing  in  twelve  hours  on  Jan. 
10th,  1880,  was  8748;  the  number  of  foot  passengers 
some  day  was  15,308;  all  of  which  has  greatly  in- 
creased the  past  year.  Chariestown  is  nearer  to  Bos- 
ton than  any  other  suburb,  and  our  citizens  regard  it 
as  part  of  the  city  proper.  Winthrop  sonare, 
Charlestowu,  is  within  one  mile  of  Scollay  square; 
Monument   square   is    within    one    mile    of    Scol- 
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lay  square,  the  same  distance  as  Dover  street. 
Three-quarters  or  Charlestown  is  within  l1/.,  miles 
of  Seollay  square;  three-quarters  of  South  Boston  is 
outside.  I  hone  this  Ciry  Gnveruuieut  will  see  to  it 
that  this  enormous  tide  oi  travel  and  business  is  not 
subjected  to  the  delav  aud  interruption  caused  by 
freight  trains  passing  across  each  end  of  the  bridge, 
and  blockades  caused  thereby,  but  give  us  freecom- 
muuication  with  the  city  proper.  The  people  of  the 
Northern  section  "0  not  ask  an  aupropriation  for  a 
park,  but  they  do  ask  that  our  avenues  and  bridges 
may  he  in  u  suitable  condition,  so  that  we  can  cross 
tne  river  in  safety  aud  with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 
In  regard  to  the  Warren  bridge,  it  is  now  almost  im- 
passable, in  consequence  of  the  great  amount  of 
freight  that  is  moving  by  the  Fitohburg  Railroad, 
both  in  express  teams  and  by  the  freight  railroad, 
which  now  has  one  track  upon  the  aveuue,  aud  passes 
from  Causeway  street  lo  the  main  track.  At  certain 
hours  of  the  (lav  there  is  great  detention  and  very 
often  a  complete  blockade  of  the  avenue,  on  Boston 
side.  On  the  Charlestown  side  the  Fitohburg  road 
have  extended  their  freight  yard  from  100  to  150 
feet  on  the  line  of  the  bridge,  and  have  opened 
two  new  driveways  to  connect  with  the  avenue 
which  is  to  be  used  to  deliver  freight  on  that  side, 
and  the  tune  is  not  far  distant  when  they  will  require 
the  whole  of  the  Warren  bridge  to  deliver  freight; 
for  if  Boston  waDts  railroad  and  steumsuip  business 
we  must  have  our  avenues  in  proper  condition^to  ac- 
commodate them.  It  is  my  opinion,  Mr.  Cl>ainnan,i£ 
we  «pend  §400,000  in  widening  Warren  bridge  it 
will  be  -but  u  temporary  relief.  1  shall  vote 
for  that  order  as  such,  as  1  believe  it  necessary 
to  repair  that  bridge  immediately,  or  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  abandon  the  avenue  as  a  public  way, 
but  that  will  not  give  the  relief  required,  for  il  you 
make  thai  bridge  83  or  100  feet  wile  the  public  will 
hive  little  better  accommodations  than  they  now 
have,  for  the  lailroad  will  require  fifty  feet  for  an  addi- 
tional track  for  the  freight  railway  to  connect  with 
Causeway  street,  aud  „toer  ft  eight  track  on 
the  Charlestown  side.  For  if  their  business 
continues  to  increase  as  it  has  in  the  past  it 
will  be  but  a  short  time  before  they  will 
occupy  the  whole  of  the  northwesierly  side  of 
the  bridge,  and  will  iben  have  an  undisputed  right 
to  a  roadway  from  their  freight  yard  to  the  avenue 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  for  the  best  in- 
terest of  the  city  and  all  parties  interested  to  con- 
sult with  the  Fitchburg  Railroad  in  regard  to  the 
cost  of  re-locating  and  widening  "Warren  bridge,  as 
they  are  one  of  the  parties  immediately  interested; 
for  if  the  Ciiy  of  Boston,  in  oroerto  better  accommo- 
date the  railroad  anu  elevator  is  obliged  to  build  an 
elevated  roadway,  it  would  he  nothing  more  than  just 
that  the  cost  of  the  iojproveinentsbould  beshared  be- 
tween the  railroad  conipanv  and  the  ciiy.  I  have 
no  uoubt  that  an  arrangement  might  be  made 
that  would  be  of  an  advantage  to  all  interested. 
In  regard  to  the  report  of  the  committee  ami  llie 
recommendation,  which  is  to  build  the  lower  deck  of 
the  double-deck  bridge,  I  think  the  report  should  be 
accepted,  and  that  It  is  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
city  to  build  a  good,  substantial  structure, — one  that 
will  bean  ornament  to  the  city.  The  citizens  of 
Charlestown  and  the  northern  section  are  very  de- 
sirous that  something  «hould  be  done  imme- 
diate) v.  They  believe  that  nothing  but  an  ele- 
vated bridge  will  meet  the  requirements  A 
grade  bridge,  no  matter  how  wide,  will  not  re- 
lieve the  public  from  the  interruption  caused 
by  freight  trains  on  both  sides  ot  the  liver. 
And  in  making  the  report  to  build  the  lower  deck  of 
the  double  deck  bridge,— which  In  the  judgment  of 
the  committee  will  relieve  the  travel  for  the  time 
heiug,  while  the  upper  deck  and  roadway  could  be 
laid  ou',— we  believe  ba>  been  a  move  in  the  right  di- 
rection. 1  hope,  Mr.  Chairman,  both  orders  cs  report- 
ed by  the  Committee  on  Finance  will  he  adopted,  the 
one  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  to  borrow  §400,000  to 
reimir  the  Warren  bridge,  with  a  view  to  Che  im- 
mediate commencement  of  the  work;  also  the 
Older  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  to  borrow 
S8Mi,000  to  build  a  new  bridge  to  Charlestown, 
It  in  the  judgment  of  this  board  the  location  of  the 
elevated  bridge  is  not  satisfactory,  or  if  in  their 
judgment  any  improvement  can  be  made,  as  one  of 
the  committee,  lam  willing  to  have  that  subject  re- 
ferred to  three  commissioners, to  serve  without  pay, 
to  be  appointed  by  his  honor  the  Mayor,  to  be  ap 
proved  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to  take  that  sub- 
ject into  consideration  and  report  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil with  as  little  delay  as  possible. 

Alderman  Curtis—  A  new  bridge  across  the  Chan- 
Del  would  not  impede  navigation  any  more  than  it  is 
impeded  now.  The  citizens  of  Boston  would  not 
hear  to  the  building  of  another  bridge  for  a  moment 


I  understood  from  one  of  the  Charlestown  represen- 
tatives that  the  War>ren  bridge  was  to  come  away, 
but  af towards  learned  that  no  act  had  been  passsed 
by  the  legislature,  and  consequently  the  bridge  can- 
not be  discontinued.  I  coincide  with  the  motion  of 
the  Alderman,  but  unless  he  has  an  estimate  that 
the  bridge  can  be  made  for  §400.000  I  think  it  ought 
to  lay  over. 

Alderman  Hersey— In  building  a  new  bridge  to 
Charlestown  we  should  look  somewhat  to  the  future 
of  that  section.  You  may  widen  the  present  bridges, 
n'' matter  at  what  ex.iense,  hut  in  the  near  tuture 
tin- impediment  to  travel  by  the  freight  trains  of 
the  Fitchuurg  Railroad  will  prevent  their  be- 
ing scarcely  of  any  use,  if  what  we  bear  is  true 
in  regard  to  the  increase  of  business  in  conse- 
quence of  their  elevators.  The  committee  looked 
to  the  future  needs  of  Charlestown  and  the  city, 
and  have  cho.-en  a  policy  which  will  be  the  least  ex- 
pensive to  the  city  when  it  becinrrs  necessary  to  ele- 
vate the  carriage  road  over  the  railroad  tracks. 
That  must  be  done  sooner  or  later,  and  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  streets  upon  which  it  will  enter  will 
cost  less  for  damages  than  it  will  by  the  widening  of 
"Warren  bridge  and  placing  an  elevated  structure 
upon  that.  The  committee  have  not  contemplated 
three  bridges  to  Charlestown,  recognizing  that  they 
would  be  a  useless  obstruction  to  commerce  and  nav- 
igation. They  believe,  and  I  supposed  the  report 
recommended,  that  Warren  avenue  be  discontinued, 
aud  that  we  ask  the  legislature  for  the  right  to  dis- 
oose  of  it,  which  they  will  undoubtedly  give  it  we 
build  the  new  avenue!  There  is  no  reason  why  they 
should  not.  If  we  s^endany  money  there  it  shouu'be 
enough  to  secure  an  uninterrupted  avenue  to  Charle  - 
town  wide  enough  to  meet  the  demands  ot  the  future. 
It  is  true  that  it  will  be  an  unfinished  structure,  but 
so  will  b?  Warren  bridge  if  we  intend  to  put  an  ele- 
vated structure  upon  it,  and  that  in  the  end  will  be 
more  expensive.  The  evidence  we  hid  from  the 
people  of  Charlestown  and  those  using  the  bridges 
was  that  tue  obstructions  were  chiefly  in  conse- 
quence of  the  passage  of  trains;  so  that  with  long 
traius  both  bridges  will  be  obstructed  at  times,  and 
travel  over  them  practically  shut  oft.  It  war  thought 
that  we  had  better  prepare  for  the  future,  even  ir 
we  now  spend  a  little  more  than  is  necessary,  as  we 
could  not  widen  this  old  bridge  without  a  much 
greater  expense  than  the  proposed  new  route  will  be. 

Alderman  Curtis — The  horse  has  got  behind  tbe 
cart  again.  I  like  to  see  things  start  right.  Build 
your  new  bridge,  and  thou  go  to  the  legislature,  and 
what  assurance  have  you  that  they  will  allow  j  ou  to 
discontinue  Warren  bridge?  I  do  not  know  about 
spending  a  million  dollars  for  anew  bridge  if  we  can- 
not remove  the  other  one. 

Alderman  Caldwell— If  the  Alderman  will  look  at 
the  Dlan  he  will  see  that  the  relocation  of  Warren 
bridge  will  make  three  bridges.  There  are  fifty 
feet  between  the  proposed  relocation  and  the  old 
bridge,  but  with  the  new  bridge  they  do  not  strike 
the  old  bridge  again  for  a  thousand  feet.  Some- 
thing has  got  to  be  done  with  the  old  structure,  and 
I  would  ask  the  Alderman  opposite  if  he  has  con- 
sidered that? 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  have  not  looked  into  all  the 
detail-',  because  I  was  not  on  the  Bridge  Committee. 
The  Finance  Committee  did  not  go  into  all  the  de- 
tails. But  I  have  consulted  the  Citv  Engineer  about 
it.  Although  I  don't  feel  authorized  to  quote  what 
he  said  to  me  as  official,  because  he  may  vary  when  he 
i<  asked  for  »  public  document,  yet  1  understood  him 
to  say  that  the  cost  of  widening  Warren  bridge  to  a 
hundred  feet  would  be  about  §400,000.  aud  that  it 
would  be  tne  most  sensible  thing  to  do.  There  is  not 
room  in  a  sixty-feet  avenue  to  give  a  clear  way  for 
teams  going  in  each  direction,  and  there  will  always 
be  a  block.  Warren  br  dge  is  sixty  feet  wine,  and 
the  same  objections  come  up.  An  avenue  a  hundred 
feet  wide  will  give  a  better  roadway  to  Charlestown 
than  two  bridges  each  sixtv  feet  wide.  There  would 
be  room  enough  for  teams  to  pass  either  way  dn 
both  sides.  You  cannot  have  blocks  in  an  ave- 
nue 100  feet  wide.  When  the  draw  is  up  the 
teams  collect  on  either  side.  As  soon  as  the  draw 
is  shut  the  teams  have  plenv  of  room  to  scatter  m 
all  directions,  and  there  is  never  a  block  except 
when  the  draw  is  open.  A  wide  avenue  to  Charles- 
town seems  to  be  tue  most  sensible  thing  to  give  the 
peo"le  there. 

Alderman  Caldwell — If  the  Alderman  will  examine 
the  plan  he  advocates  he  wili  see  the  great  difficulty. 
The'  new  location  leaves  "Warren  bridge  there,  and 
makes  aoout  seventv  feet  between  the  bridges.  If 
this  is  going  to  be  adopted  the  most  sensible  way 
would  be  to  build  right  on  the  old  Warren  bridge. 
You  have  got  to  eitherdo  that  or  vacate  the  bridge 
altogether. 
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AUIeruian  Curtis — I  think  the  board  cannot  act 
uudej  standingly  on  that  order.  The  plan  has  left  the 
old  Warren  bridge  and  makes  an  entirely  new  one, 
landing  en  the  Boston  si  Je  of  some  valuable  property 
which  will  make  a  great  expense  for  land  damages. 
I  should  like  to  have  an  estimate  of  what  that  avenue 
of  a  hundred  feet  wi<U  will  cost,  and  then  I  should 
like  to  have  an  estimate  of  the  cose  of  an  elevated 
bridge  eighty  feet  wide. 

Alderman  Ca'dwell  —  The  estimate  was  fourteen 
hundred  thousand  dollars  to  build  a  double  deck 
stone  and  iron  bridge,  both  the  low  and  upper  grades, 
and  pay  all  the  damages  to  Hayruarket  square. 
That  was  reported  to  the  board  last  year. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  do  not  think  it  would  be  prop- 
er to  build  a  bridge  sixty  feet  wide.  1  would  rather 
vote  for  one  eighty  leet  wiae,  that  would  be  perma- 
nent for  years  to  come.  I  admit  that  it  is  very  impor- 
tant to  have  a  wide  hignway  from  here  to  Charles- 
town.  Since  the  Fitcbburg  and  Eastern  Railroads 
have  bought  the  very  large  tracts  of  land  tnere,  it 
becomes  necessary  for  us  to  do  something  to  ret  to 
Chailesrown.  Blockades  are  frequent  a"rt  ex'ensive, 
and  nut  the  people  to  great  incouvenience. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  O'Brien,  the  order  was 
amended  by  striking  out  the  provision  providing  for 
relocatiog  Warren  oridge,  ana  also  by  making  the 
width  a  hundred  feet  instead  of  eighty. 

Aldei  man  Slade — I  do  not.  think  any  two  Aldermen 
understand  this  master  alike.  I  am  more  in  the  dark 
now  than  I  was  before.  My  feeling  was  that  the  widen- 
ing of  the  old  bridge  was  the  proper  thing  to  do. 
Within  two  or  three  days  prominent  men  trom 
Charlestown  have  v  aited  upon  me  and  advocated 
that  project  and  opposed  an  elevated  bridge.  I  won- 
der if  tne  building  of  a  tunnel  to  Charlestown  has 
ever  been  considered  or  estimated  upon.  1  goi  into 
a  hack  in  Chicago  the  other  day,  ami  in  about,  three 
minutes  noticed  that  I  was  going  through  a  tunnel. 
Tbev  have  two  or  three  tunnels  under  the  Chicago 
river  which  are  used  very  largely,  especially  by  light 
teams,  which  ir  in  a  hurry  always  take  the  tunoels 
if  they  are  near  them.  They  are  allowed  to  keep  the 
draw  of  a  bridge  opeu  ten  minutes,  which  seems  to 
be  a  good  while.  X  waited  some  time  to  see  the 
draws  work,  learn  wbat  the  obstiuctions  were  and 
.gain  some  ideas.  If  a  tunnel  to  Charlestown  has  been 
considered,  and  it  has  been  decided  that  it  cannot 
be  carried  through,  that  is  sufficient.  But  it  occurs 
to  me  that  it  is  a  proper  thing  if  it  can  be  done,  and 
would  not  cost  more  than  an  elevated  bridge.  It 
would  be  a  very  great  accommodation  when  com- 
pleted, would  avoid  the  draw,  cars,  and  other  ob- 
structions. 1  hupe  Hie  matter  will  be  looked  into, 
and  a  report  made  either  that  it  can  or  cannot  bo 
done.  I  do  not  feel  well  posted  enough  to  vote  upon 
either  of  the  projects  to-night. 

Alderman  liersey— I  think  we  ought  to  delay  this 
amended  order,  particularly  if  there  is  a  chance  of 
its  being  carried  through.  I  should  like  to  hear  from 
the  engineer  about  a  draw  a  hundred  f'.etwide.  I 
think  it  would  be  something  fearful  to  swing.  I 
don't  think  I  ever  saw  a  bridge  with  a  draw  a  hun- 
dred feet  wide. 

Alderman  Haldeman— The  Alderman  upon  mv 
right  has  referred  to  the  business  growth  brought 
about  by  the  introduction  of  elevators.  Talk  as  ivernay 
about  bridges,  they  must  have  draws,  whether  high 
or  low,  and  so  long  as  there  are  drawbridges  to  open 
there  will  be  difficulty.  The  only  feasible  way  is  to 
use  temporary  bridges  as  makeshifts  until  business 
will  warrant  the  construction  of  a  tunnel  or  the  clos- 
ing of  the  river  to  navigation.  We  must  not  forget 
that  this  is  an  advancing  age,  that  the  whole  system 
of  transportation  has  changed  and  that  railways  have 
brought  about  a  revolution.  It  is  not  necessary  that 
these  little  streams  should  be  kept  open  for  naviga- 
tion. What  is  the  necessity  for  these  coasters  pass- 
ing above  Warren  bridge?  I  hone  the  committee 
will  turn  their  attention  to  that  phase  of  the  ques- 
tion and  consider  whether  it  will  not  be  neces- 
sary to  petition  the  legislature,  and  go  to 
Congress,  if  necessary,  for  the  right  to  close 
Charles  river  to  navigation  and  buila  a  highway 
across  it  as  has  been  done  over  rivers  in 
other  parts  of  the  country.  I  believe  the  land  now 
occupied  for  wharves  would  go  a  great  way  toward 
paying  the  damages  for  closing  the  river  to  those 
who  have  rights  further  up  the  stream.  There  is  no 
necessity  for  a  vessel  passing  up  there  that  cannot 
be  met  by  the  railway  system.  Of  course  we  have 
prejudices  for  olo-est'ablisshed  rights,  but  the  growth 
of  cities  must  be  provided  tor,  and  I  certainly  think 
it  is  about  time  to  agitate  the  question  of  closing 
that  river,  or  it  might  be  modified  to  allow  the  pas- 
sage of  barges  without  masts,  .so  that  there  need  be 
no~occasion  for  a  draw  of  any  kind.  When  we  are 
making  estimates  for  a  bridge   to   cost  a  million  of 


dollars,  it.  is  time  to  turn  cur  attention  to  some 
other  measure  lor  permanent  relief. 

Alderman  Caldwell  moved  to  amend  the  order  by 
adding  these  words:  "That  a  clear  track  be  made 
from  City  square  by  removing  the  buildings  on  the 
estate  between  City  square,  Water  street,  Charles- 
river  avenue,  and  Warren  bridge  to  Water  street." 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Alderman  O'Brien, 
Alderman  Caldwell  said  the  cost  would  be  about 
$60,000. 

Alderman  Fro-t — We  are  not  in  a  condition  to  vote 
upon  this  matter  to-night.  I  have  examined  both 
plnns,  and  been  over  therj,  and  examined  tje  loca- 
tion pretty  thoroughly.  I  am  not  satisfied  with 
either  plan.  At  present  my  idea  is  that  the  best 
scheme  is  to  widen  Warren  bridge,  but  I  do  not  be- 
lieve we  can  afford  to  build  a  draw  a  hundred  feet 
wide,  and  it  would  be  useless  to  widen  the  bridge  to 
a  hundred  leet  unless  we  can  make  the  draw  corre- 
spond. The  pre-sure  upon  travel  would  be  at  the 
narrowest  point  of  the  bridge.  I  do  not  believe  wecan 
afford  to  go  into  the  project  of  a  high  bridge  to  cost 
$866,000.  We  had  better  widen  the  present  bridge 
and  get  along  temporarily.  We  must  be  bothered 
with  the  travel,  but  I  think  the  time  is  soon  coming 
when  the  river  must  be  closed.  Business  has  in- 
creased very  much.  We  have  given  the  street  on 
both  sides  to  the  railroad.  I  opnosed  that  as  hard 
as  I  could,  but  the  Charlestown  people  always  fav- 
ored giving  up  the  streets  on  both  sides  of  the  stream 
to  the  railroads.  In  my  opinion  it  is  mere  boys'  play 
for  either  of  those  roads  to  attempt  to  do  a  large  ex- 
port business  in  a  half  bushel.  There  is  no  room  on 
either  side  of  the  stream  to  do  their  business  prop- 
erly and  profitably.  Their  business  should  be  done 
elsewhere  and  our  thoroughfares  left  for  their  own 
legitimate  purposes  and  uses.  If  we  :  dopt  this  plan 
we  cannot  discontinue  Warren  bridge  because  the 
Filchburg  Railroad  Company  must  and  win  have  it 
for  their  business.  We  will  Lave  two  bridges,  one 
of  which  will  be  given  up  tc  the  railroad,  and  I  don't 
know  but  that  is  what  the  Fitch, >urg  Railroad  wants. 
I  don't  see  why  Boston  should  build  a  newbridge  tor 
the  sake  of  giving  the  railroad  an  old  one.  I  hope 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  or  some  one  else  will 
move  to  put  the  matter  over  until  we  can  understand 
the  matter  better  than  we  do  now. 

Alderman  Slade — I  move  that  this  matter  be  re 
f erred  back  to  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Charles- 
town Bridge.  Wheueve''  they  get  ready  to  report  a 
feasible  plan  I  think  there  will  be  no  trouble  in 
adopting  it. 

Alderman  Caldwell's  amendment  was  adopted. 

Alderman  Caldwell  reminded  Alderman  Slade 
that  this  order  was  reported  by  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee and  not  by  the  Committee  on  Charlestown 
Bridge. 

Alderman  O'Brien — From  my  experience,  there 
is  no  trouble  about  a  draw  100  feet  wide.  Alder- 
man Hersey  has  often  crossed  to  South  Boston  on 
Dover-street  bridge,  where  he  can  see  a  double  leaf 
draw  in  operation,  that  could  be  built  to  ac- 
commodate a  width  of  100  feet.  I  went  into 
the  Finance  Committee  fully  impressed  with  the 
idea  of  a  tunnel  to  Charlestown.  1  had  con- 
sulted parties  about  it,  and  my  impression  was 
it  wouldn't  cost  as  much  as  a  double  -  deck 
bridge.  When  the  City  Engineer  came  into  the 
committee  room  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  he  threw 
cold  water  upon  the  idea  of  a  tunnel.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve the  engineers  in  this  locality  are  educated  np 
to  the  idea  of  tunnels,  and  wi  II  have  to  go  to  Chi- 
cago for  a  few  years  and  study  the  tunnels  there.  I 
am  glad  the  Alderman  opposite  gave  us  his  experi- 
ence there.  The  Engineer  gave  the  committee  to 
understand  that  the  Chicago  tunnels  were  scarcely 
ever  used. 

The  order  as  amended  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Charlestown  Bridge. 

PUBLIC  PARKS. 

By  special  assignment  the  board  considered  tbe 
following: 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  with  proposi- 
tions for  loans  to  provide  public  parks,  as  follows: 

1.  For  West  Koxbury  Bark,  $600,000. 

2.  City  Point  fark,  $100,000. 

3.  Brighton  Park,  $200,000. 

4.  Charles-river  Embankment,  $300,000. 

5.  Muddy-river  Improvement,  $200,000. 

6.  East  Boston  Park,  $50,000.    City  Doc.  124. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Whitten  further  consider- 
ation of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  Monday 
next  at  live  o'clock. 

LIMITING  MUNICIPAL  EXPENDITURES. 

By  special  assignmeLt  the  board  considered   the 

order  to  petition  for  an  act  to  limit  municipal  ex- 
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penditures  so  that  taxation  shall  not  exceed  $12  per 
year  on  a  thousand  dollar  valuation. 

Alderman  O'Brien— All  I  could  say  would  be  to 
call  attention  to  the  act  limiting  municipal  indebted- 
ness. If  that  law  is  good,  one  limiting  municipal 
taxation  would  be  equally  good.  There  is  no  year  in 
the  past  ten  years  that  1  am  aware  of,  when  taxes 
have  been  up  to  that  limit.  It  means  $12  on  a  thou- 
sand over  and  above  the  taxes  required  to  pay  the 
interest  on   our  city  debt. 

Aldennan  Frost— I  do  not  tbink  thi-  order  ought 
to  come  to  a  vote  without  discussion,  but  I  hope  it 
will  go  over  and  be  considered  with  the  Park  ques- 
tion. I  move  to  specially  assign  ui  til  the  next  meet- 
u    at  five  o'clock. 

Aloerman  Haldeinan— I  think  this  matter  should 
be  settled  before  we  take  up  the  Park  question.  Now 
is  the  time  for  the  opposition  to  lie  expressed.  It 
may  prevent  very  extravagaut  outlays  in  the  future. 
We  should  know  exactly  what  the  law  of  expendi- 
tures aim  taxation  will  be  before  w(  begin  to  spend 
money  lavishly, 

The  motion  to  a-sign  was  lost. 

The-  order  was  declared  rejected.  The  vote  was 
doubted,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  calie  I : 

Yeas  —  Aldermen  Caldwell,  Haldeman,  Heisey, 
O'Brien,  Slade,  Tucker,  Vile?,  Woolley,— 8. 

Nays— Aldermen  Breck,  Curtis,  Frost,— 3. 

Not  voting— Alderman  Whit  en. 

The  order  was  declared  passed. 

Aloerman  O'Brien  moved  to  reconsider,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Hersey  hoped  the  motion  would  be 
withdrawn.  Although  voting  tor  the  ordei  he  did 
not  see  any  reason  for  clinching  it. 

Alderman  O'Brien  said  he  w  ante  J  to  send  it  to  the 
Common  Council  for  the  young  lawyers  to  discuss. 
The  end  of  the  year  is  approaching  and  he  wanted  it 
settled. 

Alderman  Tucker  said  that  he  intended  to  vo'e 
against  the  pa-sago  of  the  order.  He  was  signing 
some  papers  when  Ins  name  was  called  and  supposed 
he  was  votiog  to  assign  it  to  the  next  meeting. 

Aldennan  Whitten  >aid  he  did  not  hear  his  name 
called,  and  desired  to  be  recorded  as  opposed  to  the 
pa-sage  of  the  order.  The  board  voted  that  Alder- 
man Whitten  have  leave  to  record  his  vote,  and  the 
record  stood  yeasS,  navs  4. 

Alderman  O'Brien  withdrew  the  motion  to  re- 
consider. 

BONDS. 

The  bonds  oi  Moses  P.  Browu  ami  others,  consta- 
bles, being  presented  duly  certified,  were  approved 
by  the  board. 

FENCES  ON  EAST  CHESTER  PARK. 

Alderman  Curtis  offerel  an  order— That  the  Com 
mittec  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds  be  requested 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  removing  the  iron 
fence  from  East  Chester  park,  between  Albany  street 
and  Shawmut  avenue. 

Alder' Curtis   explained  the  location   of    the 

fence    and   the    continual  damage   done  to    it   by 
heavy  teams,  aud  the  continual  expense  of  repairs. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

SPECIAL   ELECTION  IN   WARD  4. 

Alderman  Caldwell  offered  an  order— That  war- 
rants be  issued  lor  the  meeting  of  the  legal  voters  of 
Ward  4.  at  the  several  polling  places  within  the  vot- 
ing precincts  of  said  ward  in  which  they  respectively 
dwell,  on  Saturday,  the  twelfth  day  of  November 
next,  at  7%  o'clock  A.  M.,  then  aud  there  to  give  in 
their  votes'for  one  member  of  the  Common  Council, 
being  a  qualified  voter  aud  an  inhabitant  of  said 
ward,  in  the  place  of  Andrew  J.  Bailey,  resigned, 
the  polls  to  lie  kept  open  until  2  o'clock  P.  M. 
Passed. 

STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on    Health  on  the   part  of  the  board: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following 
petitions  lor  leave  to  occupy  stables: 

Barnes  &  Duuklee,  on  West  Newton  and  Falmouth 
streets,  as  per  request. 

Geo.  W.  Parker,  Pynchon  street,  Ward  21 

Severally  accepted. 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  to  occi  py  stables  as 
follows: 

Frank  Wood,  Ocean  street,  rear  Alton  street, 
Ward  24. 

J.  O.  Tubbs,  corner  of  Union  and  Winshin  stieets, 
Wa-d  a. 

Severally  accepted. 

PAY   OF   A    DECEASED    EMPLOYEE. 

Alderman  Caldwell  offered  an  order— That  there 
be  paid  by   the   City  Treasure-  to   Matilda  Farrar, 


daughter  of  the  late  Otis  C.  Farrar,  a  laborer  in  the 
Health  Department,  the  sum  ot  $122,  b?ing  the 
amount  due  sail  Otis  C.  Irom  the  City  of  Boston  at 
the  time  ot  his  decease,  October  15,1881.  Passed. 
Sent  down. 

EAST  BOSTON  FERRY  TOLLS. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  the  following: 

Order— That  the  tariff  of  tob s  for  teams  upon  the 
East  Boston  f  dries  be  amended  and  established  as 
follows,  to  take  effect  on  aud  after  November  1st, 
1881: 

Teams. 

Carts  and  wagons  drawn  by  one  horsi-,  and  not 
weighing  more  tha.i  4010  pounds,  eight  cents,  or 
packages  cf  IB  tickets  for  si. 

With  two  horse-,  and  weighing  4000  pounds  and 
not  exceeding  8000  p  unds.  10  rents,  or  packages  of 
1G  tickets  for  -i'. 

With  three  horses,  and  weighing  ovei  8000  pounds 
and  not  exceeding  12,000  pounds.  20  cents,  or  pack- 
ages of  18  t'ekets  for  $3 

With  four  horses,  and  weighing  over  12,000 
pounds  and  not  exceeding  1G,000  pounds,  25  cent  ,  or 
packages  of  20  tickets  for  .-?4. 

All  loads  measuring  more  than  30  feet  in  length 
from  the  thill  horse's  head  will  tie  charged  the  sauie 
rate  as  dr..g  wheel*. 

Alderman  Woolley  explained  that  this  did  not 
change  the  tolls.  It  only  increased  the  load  allowed 
to  be  carried.  He  had  consulted  teamsters  who  use 
the  ferries,  ant.  they  agreed  that  the  load  named  was 
about  what  it  shoul'  be.  The  present  rule  was  made 
many  years  ago,  and  the  directors  rmve  announced 
their  i  uteution  ot  enforcing  it  alter  Ix"ov.  1st. 

Alderman  Frost  thought  the  present  rules  blind 
enough,  and  that  the  order  should  be  considered  be- 
fore it  is  passed.  One  does  not  know  whether  die 
load  or  the  team  is  meant.  He  read  the  present  rule 
on  the  subject,  and  stated  several  rei.sons  why 
changes  should  he  made. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

Aldennan  Viles  moved  the  reference  of  Hip  order 
to  the  Committee  on   Ferries,  to   whi.h   Alderman 
Woolley  did  not  object,  and  the  board  so  ordered. 
MARKET. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  trom  the  Com- 
mittee on  Market  in  favor  of  granting  petitions  of 
George  H.  Tinkhani  :o  transfer  his  rights  in  lease  of 
cellar  No.  6,  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  to  George  M. 
O.  Eegg  &  Wesley  E.  A.  Legg.    Accepted. 

IMPROVED  SEWERAGE. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following: 

City  of  Boston,        i 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  J 

October  31, 1881.     ) 

The  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  who  were 
directed  to  report  what  progress  has  been  made  in 
the  construction  of  the  Dorchester  Bay  tunnel,  and 
wiiether  the  contractor  for  building  said  tunnel  sur- 
rendered his  original  contract  and  was  given  a  new 
contract  for  completing  the  work  without  bonds  be- 
ing required  for  the  performance  of  the  same,  beg 
leave  to  report  as  follows: 

The  three  tunnel  shafts,  with  their  surrounding 
bulkheads  and  iron  cylinder-,  are  completed  with  the 
exception  oi  some  luick  lining.  Of  the  total  lenuth 
of  tunnel,  amounting  to  7(104  lineal  feet,  5329  feet  are 
excavated  and  the  excavation  of  the  remainder  is  at 
present  progressing  of  the  rate  of  about  200  feet  per 
month. 

Mr.  Malone,  the  contractor  for  building  the  tun- 
nel, in  a  communication  to  your  committee,  dated 
dune  10th,  1881,  abandoned  his  contract,  alleging  his 
inability  to  complete  it  for  the  prices  therein  stipu- 
lated. Pending  the  action  of  the  committee,  to  pre  - 
rent  damage  to  the  work  already  accomplished,  Mr. 
Malone  contiuued  to  prosecute  it.  By  the  terms  of 
the  contract,  as  construed  b\  the  corporation  coun- 
sel, two  courses  were  open  to  the  committee, — 
either  to  finish  the  work  by  day  labor  or  to  enter  into 
a  new  contract  for  its  completion,  either  with  Mr. 
Malone  or  other  parties.  Mr.  Malone  offered  to 
complete  the  work  lor  prices  about  one-half  greatei 
than  those  ot  his  previous  contract.  Considering 
the  fact  tbat  Mr.  Malone  had  the  requisite  plant  on 
hand  and  had  acquired  valuable  experience  concern- 
ing the  character  of  and  best  methods  of  conducting 
the  work,  and  also  that  the  bad  reputation  which 
the  tunnel  would  have  if  abandoned  would  probably 
deter  other  bidders  from  making  reasonable  offers, 
it  was  thought  for  the  best  interests  of  the  city  to 
allow  Mr.  Malone  to  continue  to  carry  it  on;  espe- 
cially as  his  prices  seem- d  reasonable  to  the  com- 
mittee and  the  engineer,  and  were  not  in  excess  of 
figures  of  cost  derived  from  the  force  account  kept 
by  the  city. 
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A  new  contract  was,  therefore,  made  with  Mr. 
Malone  for  completing  tne  tuuiibl.  This  contract 
was  not  accompanied  by  a  bond,  Mr.  Malone  not  be- 
ins  in  a  position  to  furnish  one.  It  should  oe  under- 
stood, however,  that  the  bond  upon  the  original  con- 
tract has  been  in  no  way  vitiated  or  impaired,  the 
sureties  having  agreed  that  their  liability  should  not 
he  affected  by  these  proceedings,  and  the  amount  of 
his  bond,  together  with  tlie  reserve  held  back  under 
the  first  contract,  is  still  applicable  to  making  good 
the  loss  incurred  by  the  city  through  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  original  contract. 

For  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

City  of  Boston,        > 

In  Boakd  of  Aldermen.  [ 

October  31, 1881.     ) 

The  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  who  were 
directed  to  report  what  part  of  the  work  under  their 
charge  is  being  constructed  by  day-labor  m  different 
sections  of  the  city,  under  rlie  superintence  of  H. 
A.  Carson,  beg  leave  to  report  that  air.  Carson  is  su- 
perintending the  cons'ructieu  of  two  sections  of 
sewer,  bot'j  in  Albany  street. 

One  is  an  extension  of  the  south-side  intercepting 
sewer  iu  Albany  street,  from  its  present  terminus  at 
Dover  street  through  Albany  ancl  Lehigh  streets  to 
Federal  street;  the  otner  is  a  sewer  which  takes  the 
drainage  of  the  Hanipden  and  Northampton-street 
districts,  and  conveys  it  to  the  intercepting  sewer. 
Foe  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 
City  of  Boston, 
In  Boakd  of  Aldermen, 
October  31, 18M. 

The  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  who  were 
directed  to  report  what  progress  has  been  made  in 
the  construction  of  the  works  at  Moon  Island  under 
the  contract  with  William  C  Polaucl  &  Son,  and  also 
whether  said  contractors  have  surrendered  their  con- 
tract, beg  leave  to  report  as  follows: 

The  following  tabulated  statement  will  show  the 
approximate  total  quantities  of  different  classes  of 
work  required  by  Mr.  Poland's  contract  and  the 
amounts  now  done,  as  per  engineer's  estimate,  dated 
October  21, 1881: 

Class  of  work.      Total  amount.  Amount  done. 

Earth  work 369.100  cubic  yds.       20 1.827  cubic  yds. 

Masonry        ....   59,520      '■       "  4,461      " 

Ballast 23.000      "       "  10,865      "       " 

Eip  rap 55  000  tons.  15,470  tons. 

Lumber 336  M.  170  il. 

Drainpipe 2,000  feet.  Ofeet. 

Br'k  gate- houses  2.  0. 

By  the  terms  of  the  contract  the  masonry  of  the 
reservoir  and  the  easterly  two  thousand  feet  of  sewer 
should  be  completed  November  15, 1881.  About  one- 
twentieth  part  of  the  masonry  is  in  place  and  no  part 
of  the  sewer  is  yet  built.  A  large  part  of  the  cut 
stone  for  the  reservoir  and  its  adjuncts  is  on  the 
ground.  The  resetvoir  proper  is  about  one-half  ex- 
cavated. The  total  value  of  the  contract,  as  esti- 
mated from  the  contractor's  bid,  is  §620,943  5J.  The 
value  of  work  now  done,  according  to  the  engineer's 
approximate  estimate  of  October  21, 1881,  is  $133,- 
268.19. 

The  contract  has  not  been  surrendered,  but  the 
work  is  not  now,  nor  has  it  been  for  some  time  past, 
progressing  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  In  view,  how- 
ever, of  the  fact  that  the  Dorchester  Bay  tui.nel 
could  not  be  completed  in  the  time  originally  in- 
tended, your  committee  have  not  until  now  thought 
it  necessary  to  take  vigorous  measures  to  forward  the 
completion  of  the  Poland  contract.  Arrangements 
are  now  in  progress  which  it  is  intended  shall  result 
in  an  energetic  prosecution  of  the  work  iu  the  future. 
For  the  Cot  mittee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Severally  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  printed,  on 
motion  of  Alderman  Curtis. 

nomenclature  of  streets. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances  be  directed  to  furnish  the  ma- 
terial for  a  City  Document  No.  119  of  1879,  relating  to 
the  nomenclature  of  streets,  which  shall  embrace 
those  portions  of  the  city  not  included  in  said  docu- 
ment No.  119,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  lay- 
ing out,  acceptance,  discontinuance,  etc.,  of  the  sev- 
eral streets  of  the  city.  Passed.  Sent  down. 
reports  of  births. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order— That  his  Honor 
the  Mayor  be  instructed  to  peti  ion  the  legislature  at 
the  next  session  for  an  amendment  to  Chapter  33 
of  the  A  cts  of  1880,  so  as  to  make  it  apply  to  the  City 
of  boston. 

Alderman  Breck  explained  that  the  seel  ion  requir- 


ed report'  ot  births  to  be  made  within  five  days  to 
the  proper  authorities  by  the  attending  physician, 
ancl  by  some  mistalte  was  applicable  to  towns  and 
not  to  the  City  of  Boston.  The  object  of  the  order 
was  to  make  it  applicable  to  Boston. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Breck  the  order  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances. 
trees  removed. 

Alderman  Rreck  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Common  on  the  part  of  the  board  in  favor 
of  granting  the  following  petitions: 

Hiram  B.  Cross,  and  others,  for  removal  ot  two 
trees  from  21  Seaverns  avenue. 

John  F.  Newton,  for  removal  of  a  tree  from  1 
Kearsarge  avenue. 

Said  removals  to  be  at  the  expense  of  the  city. 

Severally  accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  petitions  to  move 
wooden  buildings  by  John  Soley,  Thomas  Cowan  and 
Wm.  R.  Cavanagh.    Acceptea. 

Iteports  and  orders  for  edgt-stones  in  front  of  es- 
tates of  Isaac  H.  Tower,  255-261  Highland  street; 
Arthur  H.  Nichols,  Moreland  street.  Orders  sever- 
ally passed. 

Repo  ts  and  orders  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of 
estates  of  L.  L.  Fuller,  Delle  avenue,  corner  of  Bur- 
ney  street;  Peter  Fay,  173  Cabot  street;  Catherine 
Boessle,  Gardner  street;  Charles  W.  Freeland,  279 
and  281  Beacon  street;  Sara  M.  Pratt,  334  Columbus 
avenue,  and  on  Worcester  street  near  Coluaibus 
avenue;  on  the  eagerly  side  of  Warren  street  from 
Dunreath  place  to  Copeland  street;  on  the  westerly 
side  ot  Atlantic  avenue  between  Central  and  State 
streets:  Walter  Huunewell.  261  Commonwealth 
avenue;  F.  R.  Sears,  trustee,  263  ditto;  Helen  A. 
Scaife,  380  Marlborough  street;  S.  W.  Merrill,  205- 
7-9  Newbury  street.    Orders  passed. 

Reports  iu  favor  of  granting  ihe  following  peti- 
tions: 

Barnes  andDuncklee,  for  cross  walk  on  Clarendon 
street,  from  Trinity  Chapel  to  Hotel  Brunswick . 

John  B.  Regan,  for  crossing  on  M  ill  and  Everett 
streets,  Ward  24. 

Geo.  S.  Bennett  and  others,  for  crossing  on  Dor- 
chester avenue,  at  Van  Winkle  street. 

John  T.  Hicks  and  others,  for  flagging  crossing 
across  Main  street  and  Hancock  square,  Charlestown. 

John  B.  O'Brien  and  other*,  for  a  cross  walk  at  91- 
93  Chambers  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

Reports  and  orders  for  hearings  on  Monday,  No- 
vember 21st,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  the  following 
petitions: 

Atlas  Refining  Ccto^laya  track  across  Bremen 
s  reet,  from  the  Eastern  Railroad  to  their  premises 
on  Bremen  street. 

N.  Y.  &  N.  E.  Railroad  Co.,  for  leave  to  lay  tracks 
through  First  and  Granite  streets. 

Orders  severally  passed. 

LAND   DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Viles,  for  the  Committee  on  St -eets  on 
the  part  of  the  board,  offered  an  order  to  nay  for 
land  taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by  laying  out 
streets  as  follows:  George  G.  Kennedy,  §1592.50, 
widening  of  Lincoln  street.    Passed. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHT. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings  on  the 
patt  of  the  board  in  favor  of  granting  the  petition  of 
Mrs.  Johanna  Mealey  to  project  an  electric  light  at 
28  Merrimac  street.    Accepted. 

PERMITS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  i..  favor  cf  granting 
permits  to  locate  and  use  steam  engines  as  follows: 

New  England  Smelting  Co.,  on  Chelsea  street, 
East  Boston. 

Michael  Dundon,  on  Iveyes  wharf,  on  Medford 
street,  opposite  Elm  street,  Charle*town.. 

Severally  accepted. 

SCHOOLS  AND  SCHOOLHOUSES. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  suudry  reports  and 
orders  from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion, on  requests  of  the  School  Committee,  previous- 
ly referred,  as  follows: 

Report  and  order — That  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  be  authorized  to  provide  additional  prima- 
ry accommodations  in  the  Dorchester  (Everett)  Dis- 
trict, the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  schoolhouses.    Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  and  order— That  the  Committee  on  Public 
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Buildings  be  authorized  to  provide  additional  piima- 
ry  accommodations  in  the  Comins  District;  the  ex- 

Eense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  school 
ouses,  public  buildings.    Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  and  order — That  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buikliuj-s  be  authorized  to  provide  additional  accom- 
modations for  the  pupils  in  the  Chestnut-avenue 
Primary  School,  Lowell  District,  the  expense  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  schoolhouses,  pub- 
lic buildings.    Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  and  order — That  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  be  authorized  to  provide  some  other  tem- 
porary accommodations  for  the  primary  school  in 
Bromley  park,  and  for  such  other  primary  classes 
of  the  Lowell  district  as  may  require  accommoda- 
tions, the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  schoolhouses,  public  buildings.  Order 
passed.    Sent  down. 

GARFIELD  MEMORIAL. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order— That  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  City  Council  upon  the  death  of 
James  A.  GarfieM,  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  including  the  address  r  f  Nathaniel  P.  Bank:; 
upon  his  life  and  public  services,  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  tie  City  Council,  and  that  1000  copies  be 
issued,  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  printing.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

BALLOT  BOXES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following: 

The  committee  who  were  authorized  to  contract 
with  Mr.  James  S.  Savage  for  the  delivery  to  the 
city  of  a  number  of  the  improved  ballot  boxes  of  his 
invention,  respectfully  report  that  they  effected  a 
contract  with  Sir.  Savage  to  deliver  one  hundred 
and  twenty-live  boxes  before  the  first  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1881,  so  that  they  could  be  used,  if  "possible,  at 
the  ensuing  State  election. 

Though  the  committee  and  the  City  Clerk  have 
been  very  assiauous  and  diligent  in  the  premises, 
they  have  been  unable  to  obtain  the  specific  perform- 
ance of  his  contract  by  Mr.  Savage,  and  they  regret 
to  report  that  only  about  one-quarter  of  the  number 
of  boxes  required  can  be  delivered  this  week. 

Mr.  Savage's  excuse  for  the  delay  is  that  he  expe- 
rienced great  difficulty  in  getting  any  one  concern  to 
manufacture  and  put  together  the  machinery  and 
the  wood  work.  He  was  obliged,  therefore,  to  em- 
ploy several  different  parties,  some  of  them  out  of 


the  State,  to  manufacture  or  provide  the  various 

Eortions  of  his  work,  which  of  necessity  prevented 
im  from  having  such  a  personal  oversight  of  the 
progress  of  the  work  as  was  desirable.  Besides 
which  he  was  confined  to  his  house  by  illness  for  a 
period  of  two  weeks. 

Without  going  further  into  the  reasons  cf  the  de- 
lay, suffice  it  to  say  that  his  boxes  will  not  be  ready 
for  the  ensuing  election ;  but  the  committee  have  the 
assurance  of  Mr.  Savage  that  the  work  is  now  well 
under  way,  and  that  the  boxes  will  be  delivered  in 
course  of  ten  or  fifteen  days,  in  ample  time  to  give 
each  a  thorough  test,  and  to  enable  the  ward  officers 
to  have  a  personal  inspection  of  the  boxes  before  the 
day  of  the  municipal  election.  As  the  law  provides 
that  such  boxes  shall  be  provided  at  each  election  as 
the  board  approves,  the  passage  of  the  following  or- 
der is  recommended. 

For  the  Committee, 

Clinton  Viles, 

Chairman. 

Ordered,  rhat  the  ballot  boxes  to  be  used  in  the 
several  voting  precincts  on  Nov.  8,  1881,  shall  be  of 
the  pattern  heretofore  in  use;  that  one  box  be  used 
for  the  deposit  of  the  State  and  county  ballets,  and 
another  for  the  deposit  of  votes  on  the  constitution- 
al amendment;  that  said  boxes  shall  be  in  charge  of 
at  least  two  election  officers  of  different  political 
views  while  the  polls  are  open. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Later  in  the  session  Alderman  "Whitten  presented  a 
petition  from  Steuben  T.  Bacon  representing  that 
the  ballot-boxes  now  being  made  for  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton contain  features  different  from  the  one  adopted 
by  the  board,  which  features  were  suggested  to  the 
committee  by  the  petitioner,  and  suggesting  that  the 
board  make  arrangements  with  the  petitioner  for 
the  manufacture  of  said  boxes.  Referred  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Whitten  to  the  Committee  on  Bal- 
lot-boxes. 

CLERK   HIRE  IN  THE  COURTS. 

Requisitions  were  received  for  clerk  hire  in  the 
courts  for  the  month  of  October  as  follows: 

Superior  Criminal  Court #195  00 

Supreme  Judicial  Court 135  00 

Superior  Civil  Court 233  32 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Tucker. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council. 

NOVEMBER   3,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  7V2  o'clock  P.  M.,  Charles  E. 
Pratt,  President,  in  tbe  cbatr. 

PAPEUS  FROM  THE  BOABD  OF  AIDERMEK. 

Order  to  print  1000  copies  of  a  memorial  of  James 
A.  Gartitld,  late  President  of  the  United  States. 
Amended  on  motion  of  Air.  Lauten,  of  Ward  14,  by 
adding  tbe  words:  "To  he  prepared  hy  the  Clerk  of 
C.rnmittes  under  the  direction  of  ihe Committee  on 
Printing,"  and,  as  amenced,  passeo.    Sent  uo. 

Order  to  pay  to  tbe  daughter  of  Otis  C.  Farrar,  a 
laborer  in  tbe  Health  Department,  $142,  due  said 
Fairar  ac  tbe  time  of  bis  death.  Read  twice,  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pray,  of 
Ward  5,  aud  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  a  uocnment  to  be  provided  relating  to 
the  nomenclature  of  streets  to  embrace  portions  of 
the  city  not  included  in  Doc.  119,  1879,  with  a  state- 
ment of  the  laying  out,  acceptance,  discontinuance, 
etc.,  of  tihe  sctral  city  streets.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Oidinances  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wheeler,  of 
Ward  10,  w  bo  said  it  was  intended  to  he  offered  by 
him  at  tbe  last  meeting  with  that  reference  in  view. 

Order  to  consider  tbe  expediency  of  removing  the 
iron  fence  from  East  Chester  park  between  Albany 
street  and  Shawmut  avenue.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on,  Common  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick. 

Report  and  ore  er  to  provide  additional  accommo- 
dations for  Chestnut-avenue  Primary  school.  Order 
read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Emery  of  Ward  18,  and  passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  to  provide  additional  accommo- 
dations for  East  Boston  High  scbool.  Order  lead 
twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Emery,  of  Ward  18,  and  passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Lovell,  of  Ward  1,  moved  to  reconsider,  hoping 
it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Report  and  order  for  other  temporary  accommo- 
dations to  be  provided  for  tbe  school  now  in  Brom- 
ley park,  and  for  such  other  primary  classe=  in  the 
Lowell  school  district  as  may  require  them.  Order 
read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Rogers,  ot  Ward  22,  and  passed  in  concur- 
renc  e • 

Report  and  order  to  provide  additional  accommo- 
dations for  primary  pupils  ill  tbe  Comins  District. 
Order  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Rogers,  of  Ward  22,  and  passed  in 
concurrence. 

Report  and  order  to  provide  additional  primary 
accommodations  in  the  Dorchester-Everett  District. 
Order  rtad  twice  under  a  suspension  ot  the  rule,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Emery,  of  Ward  18,  and  passed  iu 
concurrence. 

City  Solicitor. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  Augustus  Russ  as  City 
Solicitor  in  place  of  Andrew  J.  Bailey,  chosen  hy 
this  Council. 

Mr.  Huntress  of  Ward  11— I  suppose,  Mr.  Presi. 
dent,  that  it  is  perfectly  well  known  that  there  is  hut 
one  issue  presented  before  us  to-nigbt,  upon  tbe 
reading  of  tbe  certificate  sent  down  Jrom  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.  I  suppose  the  issue  presented,  upon 
which  we  shall  vote  to-mght,  is  between  two  names 

whether  tne  gentleman  whowas  a  week  ago  elected 

by  this  branch  of  the  City  Council,  or  whether  tbe 
gentleman  who  was  on  tbe  Monday  following  elected 
l>y  tbe  other  branch  of  the  City  Couticil,  shall  be 
made  the  City  Solicitor  ot  this  city.  With  me  the 
issue  is  a  very  simple  one  to  decide.  I  have  looked 
upon  this  matter  as  a  lawyer,  and  I  crave  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Council  if  I  say  a  few  words  upon  it. 
You  will  all  bear  witness  that  upon  matters  which 
have  not  pertained  to  my  immediate  profession,  I 
have  almost  absolutely  desisted  from  saying  any- 
thing, convinced  as  .  I  was,  a  new  member 
of  this  board,  and  convinced  as  I  doubtless 
should  have  been  bad  I  ventured,  that  a 
knowledge  of  parliamentary  tactics  was  neces- 
sary when  new  matters  were  to  be  pushed  through 
this  board,  that  I  was  utterly  incompetent,  by 
reason  of  my  inexperience  in  such  matters,  and,  as  I 
was  told  a  lew  days  ago,  that  1  was  merely  a  baby  in 
politics.  Mr.  President,  I  tbank  God,  and  I  have 
had  occasion  to  thank  God  within  a  few  days,  that  I 


am  a  haby  in  politics.  I  have  been  a  member  of  the 
Suffolk  bar  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  although  per- 
haps egotistically  speaking,  I  may  say  I  have  been  an 
active  member  of  the  bar,  an  3  I  claim  to  know  where- 
of I  speak.  One  week  ago  to-night,  when  there  were 
presented  to  this  board  the  names  of  two  gentlemen 
— against  either  of  whom  I  have  not  one  word  to  say 
now  or  hereafter,  in  reproach — I  thought  it  my  duty 
to  vote  for  another  man.  I  did  vote  for  that  other 
man,  and  I  take  credit  to  myself  at  this  moment  chat 
I  did  so.  I  propose,  before  I  sit  aown,  to  suggest  to 
the  careful,  calm  and  deliberate  consideration 
of  this  body  the  name  of  that  man  for  whom  I 
voted  last  week.  Now  there  is  a  plain  issue  he- 
fore  this  Council,  which  is  composed  of  mem- 
bers elected  Irom  every  ward  of  Boston.  It  is  not  a 
question  to  be  juggled,  tiifled  with  <n  laughed  at. 
It  is  not  to  he  governed  by  personal  feeling.  Last 
January,  Mr.  President,  every  man  in  this  room  took 
an  oath  that  lit  would  support  and  subserve  the  in- 
terests of  the  City  of  Boston.  Tbe  question  present- 
ed to  each  one  to-night  is  this,  and  this  alone:  Which 
of  these  two  candidates  is  the  man  who  will  better 
subserve  tne  interest  of  the  City  of  Boston?  Now.  I 
don't  mean  to  deny  to  any  man  the  right  to  vote,  if 
he  sees  fit,  for  any  other  man,  as  I  took  the  liberty 
last  week.  If  there  is  a  candidate  other  than 
these  that  he  thinks  sincerely  and  honestly  will  make 
a  better  Chy  Solicitor  than  either  of  these  men,  he 
has  a  perfect  right  to  vote  for  that  man  to-night; 
hut  if  any  member  of  this  Council  has  not  a  sincere 
conviction  that  there  is  another  man  who  is  better 
than  either  of  these  two,  he  must,  according  to  his 
conscience  and  his  oatb,  vote  for  the  one  of  those 
men  that  he  considers  better  fitted  for  the  office. 
I  have  talked  with  a  great  many  members  of  tbis 
branch  of  the  City  Government  as  to  the  relative 
merits  of  Mr.  Bailey  and  Mr.  Shepard,  and  as  to  the 
elative  merits  of  Mr.  Bailey  and  Mr.  Russ;  and  I  am 
perfectly  frank  to  say  that  I  have  hearo  many  mem- 
bers say  that  as  between  Mr.  Ba  ley  and  Mr.  Shepard 
they  didn't  know  which  way  to  vote;  hut  I  have 
never  heard  a  man  say  as  between  Mr.  Russ  and  Mr. 
Bailey  he  didn't  know  which  was  the  better  man  for 
the  place.  The  most  ardent  supporters  of  Mr.  Bailey 
upon  this  floor — those  who  have  done  the  most  ac- 
tive work  for  him  upon  this  floor,  upon  the  streets 
and  around  City  Hall — have  told  hie  thit  when  the 
choice  was  between  Mr.  Shepard  and  Mr.  Bailey, 
while  they  didn't  consider  either  tit  for  the  place,they 
considered  Mr.  Bailey  as  good  as  Mr.  Shepard,  and 
if  we  would  only  give  them  a  man  fit  for  the  place, 
and  knowing  him  to  he  he  for  the  place,  tuey  would 
—qualifying  it  afterwards— consider  the  propo- 
sition. The  name  of  Mr.  Russ  has  been  presented  to 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  without  any  action  on  his 
part,  but  by  action  taken  by  me  and  others  interested 
in  preserving  the  good  name  and  fate  or  this  city, 
and  he  has  been  elected.  If  there  is  any  man  upon 
this  floor  who,  with  his  hand  upon  his  i  eart,  can  say 
that  he  believes  Mr.  Bailey  to  he  the  equal  of  Mr. 
Russ  in  any  of  the  qualifications  required  for  the 
office  of  City  Solicitor  of  the  City  of  Boston;  if  he 
can  put  bis  band  upon  his  heart  and  say  that  in  the 
great  controversy  new  banging  over  the  city  by  the 
Corliss-engine  matter,  be  tliink3  Mr.  Bailey  bet- 
ter to  defend  the  interests  of  the  city  than  Mr." Russ; 
and  if  in  regard  to  the  great  questions  pending  over 
the  city  concerning  to  the  betterments  on  Common- 
wealth avenue — more  important  than  have  been 
argued  in  the  Supreme  Court  for  twenty  years —  he 
thinks  Mr.  bailey  better  than  Mr.  Russ,  then  he  can 
with  a  clear  conscience  vote  for  him.  But  unless  he 
can  answer  that  question  affirmatively,  and  say  with 
a  clear  co>  science  and  an  honest  heart  that  he  believes 
Mr.  Bailey  a  better  man  in  the  court- — not  in  personal 
friendship,  not  in  good  fellowship,  hut  as  a  lawyer — 
then  I  say  that  man  goes  back  to  his  constituents 
havina  violated  the  pledge  he  gave  to  this  city  last 
January.  Mr.  President,  I  present  the  name  of  Mr. 
Augustus  Russ  as  a  candidate  lor  the  office  of  City 
Solicitor  of  tbe  City  uf  Boston. 

Mr.  Cummings  of  Ward  10 — I  rise  to  second  the 
nomination  just  made  by  the  gentleman  who  last 
spoke.  Of  the  two  candidates  pre-euted  for  tbis  im- 
portant office  one  has  been  an  able  and  very  popular 
president  of  this  body  this  year,  and  is  justly  popu- 
lar, and  I  frankly  confess  that  I  personally  feel  great 
sympathy  tor  him  in  bis  present  position.  But  for 
the  interests  of  the  City  of  Boston,  I  am  satisfied 
that  Mr.  Russ  is  tbe  better  man.  I  have  known 
the  latter  gentleman  for  many  years,  as  every 
member  of  the  bar  has  known  him.  His  repu- 
tation is  established.  He  is  a  man  of  integ.ity, 
great  ability  and  wide  experience  —  indeed,  I 
may  say  vast  experience  in  legal  practice.  His 
character  and  reputation  for  ability,  and  his  gen- 
eral standing  at  the  bar  are  such  as  will  give  him 
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great  influence  in  the  important  controversies,  both 
with  tbe  court  and  with  the  jury.  Without  wishing: 
even  impliedly  to  say  anything  in  disparagement  of 
Mr.  Bailey,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  is  the  duty  ot  this 
Council  to  concur  with  the  Board  ot  Aldermen  in  the 
election  of  Mr.  Buss. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  should  not  say  any- 
thing in  this  matter  were  it  not  lor  the  unusual  step 
which  lias  been  taken  of  a  solemn  presentation  of 
the  nomination  of  a  candidate,  which  obliges  me  to 
call  the  atteniion  of  the  Council  to  the  fact  that  I 
was  one  of  the  minority  which  nominated  Mr.  Bailey. 
I  therefore  feel  bound  to  say  something  in  defence 
of  the  minori'y  report  which  presented  his  name, 
which  report  was  at  the  last  meeting;,  and  as  I  trust 
will  be  at  this  meeting,  made  a  majority  report  But 
1  also  feel  it  my  duty,  because  I  have  spoken  so  often 
in  this  Council  when  my  friend  from  Ward  11  has  ju- 
diciously kept  si'ent,  to  try  and  dispel  tbe  gloom 
which  settled  over  the  Council  during  his  remarks. 
I  think  these  appeals  to  the  oath  we  take  upon  inau- 
guration day,  and  the  solemn  calls  to  do  our  duty,are 
seldom  made  excei.t  by  new  member*.  Most  of  us 
after  being  together  a  month  or  two  find  out  that  we 
all  try  to  do  our  duly  without  regard  to  whether  we 
have  taken  the  oath  or  not.  I  have  no  doubt  the  gen- 
tlemen from  Ward?  11  and  10  would  have  attempted 
to  do  their  duty  just  as  well  if  they  had  not  taken 
the  oath  as  they  have  after  taking  it.  It  is  something 
like  the  cross-examination  of  a  witcess  in  court,  who 
makes  a  statement  that  a  thing  is  twelve  inches  long, 
and  the  lawver  asks  bim  if  it  isn't  eleven  and  one- 
half  inches."  It  seems  to  nic  we  were  treated  a  little 
in  that  manner  when  told  that  we  are  upon  our 
oaths.  Of  course  we  are.  I  don't  presume  there  is  a 
vote  given  by  a  member  of  this  Comic' 1  but  is  given 
with  a  full  understjnaing  that  he  is  under  oath;  but 
he  don't  need  to  oe  reminded  of  it  every  tiuie  he 
votes.  More  than  that,  I  think  there  is  not  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Council  bat  is  willing  to  stand  by  what 
he  thinks  is  right  and  proper,  without  being  remind- 
ed that  on  the  first  of  January  he  was  solemnly  sworn 
<o  faithfully  perform  the  duties  of  his  office.  But  I 
wish  to  say  something  about  tbe  candidates  which 
bave  been  brought  up,  and  it  is  this;  I  don't  wish  to 
S9y  anything  about  Mr.  Russ's  qualifications;  law- 
yers can  satisfy  themselves  about  that.  I  think  the 
question  is  whether  Mr.  Bailey  is  a  good  enough  law- 
yer for  the  position  of  City  Solicitor.  You  remem- 
ber the  ai;ory  of  the  soldier  during  tbe  war,  that  the 
government  didn't  expect  to  get  all  the  Christian 
virtues  for  fourteen  dollars  a  month.  It  is  equally 
true  that  the  City  ot  Boston  isn't  goin^to  get  the  leader 
of  the  bar  for  $4500  salary,  unless  for  some  reason 
the  leader  of  the  bar  takes  the  position.  lam  toid 
that  if  Mr.  Russ  takes  the  position  now  it  ib  only  to 
hold  it  over  until  the  first  of  the  year.  Knowing 
what  1  do  about  Mr.  Russ,  I  dont  believe  he 
would  take  the  position  for  three  or  five  years, 
or  even  for  one  sear.  But,  sir,  I  believe  that  Mr. 
Russ  would  be  willing  to  make  the  sacrifice— and  I 
believe  it  would  be  a  sacrifice  in  his  position— to  give 
some  of  his  practice  so  as  to  tide  the  election  over  to 
another  t;  until.  I  do  not  think  1  do  Mr.  Russ  in- 
justice to  sas  that.  I  believe  Mr.  Rus?  is  worth  more 
than  $4500  a  year,  and  I  don't  believe  he  is  going  to 
sicri lice  his  practice  and  give  up  bis  position  with 
any  intention  of  permanently  holding  the  office  of 
Citv  Solicitor.  Beyond  that  I  wish  the  Council  to 
remember  that  this  is  not  so  strong  a  case  as  it  would 
be  if  our  experienced  corporation  counsel  was  out  of 
the  office.  We  shall  have  a  right  to  expect  tue  as- 
sistance of  our  veteran  City  Solicitor.  Iu  tbose  cases 
to  which  the  gentleman  has  referred,  Mr.  Healy  will 
be  the  leading  counsel  for  the  citv.  It  is  a  fact  that 
he  has  held  tbis  position  for  a  lower  salary  than  the 
City  Solicitor  now  receives, and  the  City  of  Boston  has 
been  exceedingly  fortunate  in  having  bis  services.  I 
say  that  with  Mr.  Healy  in  the  off  ce,and  regarding  the 
positioii  which  our  Ciiy  Solicitor  octupied  for  some 
years  before  bis  election,  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11  has  a  little  magnified  tlie  position  aud  the 
office.  I  think  the  City  Solicitor's  office  and  salary 
bear  a  reasonable  correspondence  to  each  other.  I 
believe  that,  Mr.  Healy  will  be  the  leading  man  there 
for  years  to  cone,  wnoever  may  be  there;  certainly  I 
hope  so,  and  that  he  will  be  spared  to  us  for  many 
years.  Therefore,  paying  the  salarv  we  do,  we  can- 
not expect  to  get  the  continued  services  of  such  a 
man  as  Mr.  Russ,  and  I  say  we  do  wi-ely  to  take  a 
young  man,  so  as  to  have  him  grow  up  in  the  office. 
I  think  also  that  the  gentleman  was  extremely  un- 
fortunate in  referring  to  the  eases  which  arc  to  ccme 
up.  I  claim  that  in  e»6e'  which  refer  to  the  routine 
business  in  this  lull,  and  the  way  contracts  arcdrawn 
up,  I  claim  that  Mr.  Bailey,  by  bis  great  familiarity 
with  committee  work  for  the  past  two  years,  will 
be    superior    to    any   other    man  going   into   that 


office.  I  also  wish  to  endorse  what  Alder- 
man Breck  said  in  the  other  brancii  when  this 
matter  came  up,  that  Mr.  Bailey  had  been  on  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances  for  the  oast  two  years, 
and  has  examined  the  statutes  and  ordinances  to  an 
extent  that  no  lawyer  has  dona.  I  believe  we  shall 
get  a  better  man  for  the  salary  and  place  in  Mr.  Bailey 
than  in  any  other  peison  named.  But  certainly  it  is 
not  fair  to  bring  in  opposition  in  this  matter  unless 
there  is  some  assurance  that  Mr.  Russ  intends  to  go 
there  to  stay:  that  be  is  going  to  tie  the  second  officer 
in  the  department  and  he  virtually  under  the  control 
of  Mr.  Healy,  and  is  prepared  to  stay  there  for  $4500 
a  year  for  tbe  next  three  or  four  years. 

Mr.  Emery  of  Ward  18—1  am  very  glad  tbe  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  was  frank  enough  to  state  t'.iat 
he  has  voted  upon  matters  here  regardless  of  his 
oath.  I  have  thought  as  much  before,  but  his  frank- 
ness clears  it  up.  He  speaks  of  -be  gloom  that  set- 
tled upon  this  Council  when  the  gentleman  from 
"Ward  11  was  sneaking.  It  seems  to  me  the  gen- 
tleman from  ward  12  mistakes  attention  for 
gloom,  and  because  the  Council  paid  atten- 
tion to  the  gentleman  from  'Ward  11  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  thought  a  gloom  had  settled  upon 
them.  It  is  quite  a  contrast  I  may  say  to  the  gloom 
that  does  often  settle  down  upon  them  when  ques- 
tions are  being  debated  by  other  gentlemen.  I  think 
it  is  time  that  some  sloom  should  settle  upon  this 
Council.  I  voted  a  week  ago  for  Mr.  Russ.  I  was 
One  of  the  small  minority  which  voted  for  him.  r 
did  it  aft?r  careful  consideration.  Mr.  Shepard  was 
my  friend  and  had  been  tor  years.  If  it  bad  been  a 
political  office  I  should  have  voted  f  r  him.  I  had 
nothing  against  him,  but  I  did  not  consider  then, 
and  do  not  consider  now,  that  Mr.  Shepard  was  a  man 
of  sufficient  experience  for  the  position  of  City  So- 
licitor. I  know  of  no  young  man  of  Mr.  Shepard's 
age  that  I  should  have  been  willing  to  vote  for  for  the 

Sosition  of  City  Solicitor.  Iwomd  have  voted  for 
Ir.  Shepard  as  soon  as  tor  anybody  else  of  his  age 
and  experience.  I  voted  for  Mr.  Russ  without  con- 
sulting bim  or  anybody  else.  I  think  Mr.  Russ's 
candidacy  has  been  entirely  unsolicited  by 
him.  I  don't  know  why  the  gentleman  says 
Mr.  Russ  will  be  hut  a  temporary  City  Solici- 
tor for  the  City  of  Boston.  There  is  no  authority 
for  the  statement  in  anything  that  Mr.  Russ  or  any- 
body else  has  said.  The  only  reason  why  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  says  Mr.  Russ  will  be  a  tempo- 
rary City  Solicitor  is  because  he  feels  that  Mr.  Ruse 
will  be  the  better  officer  of  the  two,  and  for  t::at  rea- 
son he  wishes  to  get  bim  out  of  the  way.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  did  not  deny  that  Mr.  Russ 
would  be  the  better  Solicitor.  I  quote  his  own  lan- 
guage. He  says  that  Mr.  Bailey  is  a  good  enough 
man  for  him.  If  two  men  are  put  up  here,  the  ques- 
tion is  not  which  is  good  enough,  but  winch  is  the 
better  man.  I  say  that  if  the  members  regard  their 
oaths,  which  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  says  he 
does  not  regard,  it  will  necessi  ate  us,  by  evay  argu- 
ment used  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  to  vote  for 
Mr.  Russ.  I  have  talked  with  a  good  many  lawyers  in 
Boston  during  the  week,  some  of  them  prominent  in 
the  profession,  and  I  have  taken  the  pains  to  con- 
sult them,  and  the  statement  has  been  universal  that 
Mr.  Russ  is  thebest  man  that  will  take  the  position  for 
tbesalarypaid.  Nobody  preteidsthat  Mr.Russ  is  the 
ablest  lawyer  in  Boston,  but  he  is  the  ablest  brought 
forward  who  will  accept  the  office  at  $4500,  One  of 
theAldenmen  voted  for  Mr.  Nathan  Morse.  Mr. 
Morse  has  said  he  would  not  accept  the  office.  If 
he  was  a  candidate,  and  we  had  any  reason  to  believe 
that  he  would  accept  the  position,  1  should  vote  for 
hiui;  t.ut  be  cannot  afford  to  accept  it.  Mr  Russ 
has  said  te  wili  accept  it.  It  is  not  an  acceptance 
for  January  only;  nothing  has  been  said  to-night  to 
indicate  that  at  all,  With  me  it  is  an  extremely  seri- 
ous matter.  It  was  a  serious  matter  when  I  refused 
to  give  my  vote  for  Mr.  Shepard,  solely  on  the 
ground  of  his  inexperience.  I  have  not  only  talked 
with  lawyers  but  with  a  good  many  business  men,  and 
they  all  agree  that  on  account  ot  the  large  interests 
involved  it  is  important  to  have  a  fitst-class  lawyer 
at  our  offi?e  in  Pemberton  square.  Several  lawyers 
have  put  i  he  matter  tome  in  this  manner:  If  we 
have  a  man  of  inexperience  thete  it  will  mulliply 
suits  against  ihe  city.  A  lawyer  told  me  tnat  if  a 
certain  party  was  elected  City  Solicitor,  and  he  bail 
a  case  which  he  did  not  consider  very  strona  lie 
would  brieg  it  against  the  city  if  a  weak  mao  is  City 
Solicitor,  but  he  would  not  do  so  if  be  knew  the  City 
Solicitor  was  a  strongman.  We  have  been  told  that 
a  man  will  grow  :n  that  position.  But  we  cannot 
afford  to  pay  $4n,O0O  or  850,000  to  educate  a  man.  If 
we  could  put  a  man  there  to  grow  iu  tbe  office  as 
Mr.  Mettleton  did,  then  I  should  take  a  young  man 
like  Mr.  Shepard.     If   Mr.  Shepard  could  be  put  in 
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as  Assistant  City  Solicitor,  I  should  favor  doing  so 
and  letting  hiin  grow  up  in  the  office.  If  Mr.  Neti  le- 
ton  had  first  been  put  iu  as  City  Solicitor,  instead  of 
assistant,  Ish' u Id  not  have  voted  for  him.  Gentle- 
man, 1  do  not  talk  much  on  this  flojr,  but  I  think 
this  is  one  of  the  most  important  matters  we  have 
had  before  us  this  year,  mid  it  is  time  for  those  who 
do  not  talk  to  say  something. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  move  to  proceed  to 
ballot. 

Mr.  Huntress— I  do  not  want  to  intrude  upon  the 
time  ot  the  Council,  but  I  desire  to  introduce  this 
petition  which  I  have  m  niy  hind.  Last  night  after 
tbe  sun  had  set,  this  petition,  in  the  form  of  a  postal 
card,  was  sent  to  some  two  hundred  members  of  the 
Suffolk  bar.  The  postal  cards  were  not  delivered 
until  ten  a=d  eleven  oVIock  this  morning,  and  be- 
fore five  o'clock  i  bad  responses  from  140.  I  beg 
leave  to  rend  the  heading  to  which  tais  postal  card 
was  attached,  and  the  names  of  those  who  endorsed 
the  petition: 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  Suffolk  Bar, 
hereby  earnestly  recommend  to  the  City  Council  the 
election  of  Augustus  Kuss.  Esq.,  to  the  office  of  City 
Solicitor,  made  vacaut  by  the  resignation  of  Col.  E. 
P.  Nettleton.  As  between  the  gentlemen  elected  by 
the  two  branches  of  the  City  Government  we  consider 
Mr.  Kuss  to  be  unquestionably  the  better  fitted  for 
the  office,  by  reason  of  his  superior  learning,  busi- 
ness judgment  and  experience  in  the  trial  of  causes, 
and  we  warmly  endorse  him,  as  eminently  qualified 
for  the  office. 

A.  A.  Ranney,  Francis  E.  Parker, 

Nathan  Morse,  Selh  J .  Thomas, 

Charles  Vt.  Train,  Charles  P.  Greenougb, 

A.  L.  Soule,  Roger  Wolcott, 

A.  S.  Wheeler,  Robert  Treat  Paine,  Jr., 
Joshua  D.  Ball,                   J.  H.  Benton,  Jr., 
Robert  R.  Bishop,  Wm.  Caleb  Loring, 
George  S.  Hale,  T.  B.  Proctor, 

Geo.  O.  Sbattuck,  Henry  K.  Brigbam, 

Theo.  H.  Sweetser,  C.  L.  B.  Whitney, 

E.  W.  Hutchins,  Charles  F.  Kittredge, 

Elias  Merwin,  John  P.  Treadwell, 

Ball,  Storj  &  Tower,  John  C.  Ropes, 

Cbas.  Francis  Adams,  Jr.,John  C.  Dodge  &  Sons, 
Darwin  E.  Ware,  Samuel  M.  Qu>ncv, 

Francis  V.  Balcb,  Geo.  L.   Roberts   &  Bros., 

S.  Lincoln,  Jr.,  Horatio  E.  Swasey, 

R.  H.  Dana,  Jr.,  Russell  Gray, 

Caleb  Blodgett,  J.  O.  Teele, 

Harvey  Jewell,  L.  S.  Dabney, 

E.  O.  Shepard,  Benj.  R.  Curtis, 
Richard  Stone,  Jr.,  J.  E.  Maynadier, 
Geo.  Putnam,  Alfred  Rodmau, 

F.  F.  Heard,  Rodney  Lund, 
Francis  W.  Palfrey,  Geo.  Wm.  Esterbrook, 
J.  Q.  A.  Brackett,              Thos.  H.  Wakefield, 
Geo.  G.  Crocker,  D.  C.  Linscott, 
Lemuel  Sbaw,                      E.  S.  Mansfield, 

J.  O.  Shaw,  Jr.,  L.  L.  Sca'fe, 

Clement  Hugh  Hill,  C.  B.  Southard, 

Elisha  Bassett,  Henry  W.  Bragg, 

Fiank  Paul,  Win.  B.  French, 

Geo.  W.  Tuxbury,  Arthur  P.  French, 

Stephen  11.  Tyng,  W.  E.  Jewell, 

Charles  E.  Grinnell,  Sitnuel  E.  Sewell, 

E.  W.  Burdett,  Geo.  A.  Dary, 

B.  E.  Perry,  Anbrose  Eastman, 
Sanford  H.  Dudley,            E.  S.  Mansfield, 
Warren  P.  Dudley,             Robert  W.  Nason, 
Wm.  P.  Blake,                     Jobu  F.  Colby, 
Albert  E.  Pillsbury,  Geo.  C.  Bent, 
Peter  Thacher,                     Dan'l.  F.  Fitz, 
Stephen  Thacher,                Fred  H.  Gillette, 
H.  W.  Mrzzey,                    J.  Andley  Maxwell, 
Wooaward  Emery,  Albeit  D.  Bosson, 
Alfred  D.  Foster,                 G.  R.  &  W.  P.  Fowl?r, 
Winslow  Warren,  D.  Frank  Kimball, 
Urial  H.  Crocker,                John  H.  Hardy, 
Robert  Morris,                     C.  P.  Sampson, 

H.  W.  Putnam,  T.  H.  Tynoale, 

T.  H.  Armstrong,  Jos.  Nickerson, 

Phineas  B.  Smith,  Jr.,  Clement  K.  lay, 
Giles  H.  Rich,  N.  C.  Berry, 

Henrv  W.  Fuller,  Edwin  C.  Gilman, 

Everett  K.  Dexter,  J.  B.  F.  Thomas, 

S.  A.  Bolster,  pam'l  J  Elder, 

Alfred  11.  Chandler,  S.  W.  Creech,  Jr., 

Herbert  L.  Harding,  Jabez  A.  Sawyer, 

Paul  West,  Sumner  Albee, 

E.  B.  Callender,  John  G.  Stetson, 

David  W.  Williams,  Jr.,     C.  W.  Turner, 
Austin  A.  MartiD,  Joseph  Willard, 

James  R.  Murphy,  Charles  Stcere, 

M.  G.  Howe,  Geo.  P.  Sanger,  Jr., 

0   E.Hubbard,  W.  V.  Kellen, 

Geo.  S.  Forbush,  Benj.  N.  Johnson, 


Geo.  A.  Oo^dard,  John  Lowell.  Jr.,  "  ' 

T.  L.  Wakefield,  Frank  D.  Allen, 

Fred  H.  Kidder,  Geo.  A.  O.  Earnst, 

Benj.  L.  M.  Tower, 
and  140  others. 

Mr.  Huntress — All  that  is  the  effect  of  the  postal 
cards.  No  one  has  seen  these  gentlemen.  The 
postal  cards  weresentand  they  have  been  returned  to 
roe.  Unsoliciii-ed  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Francis  E.  Parker,  who  manages  as  much  trust  prop- 
erty as  any  other  man  in  the  city  except  perhaps 
Sidney  Bartlett,  and  is  trustee  for  at  least  five  mil- 
lion dollars  worth.  In  reply  to  my  postal  card  he 
sent  this  letter: 

42  Court  Street,  | 
3d  Nov.,  1881.       S 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  inquiry  I  can  only  say 
that  I  think  Mr.  Ru«s  eminently  fitted  to  be  City 
Solicitor,  and  much  the  best  man  named  as  a  candi- 
date. 

I  know  Mr.  Russ  and  do  not  know  personallv  Mr. 
Bailey;  so  that  my  judgment  in  this  last  case  rests  on 
information  only.  But  I  have  made  such  inquiries 
as  were  in  my  power. 

As  I  pay  a  considerable  tax  upon  property  which  I 
hold  in  trust  for  others,  I  take  a  lively  interest  in 
having  this  place  filled  by  the  best  man,  and  care 
nothing  tor  his  politics.  A  single  lawsuit  lost  by  the 
city  will  pay  manv  times  over  the  salary  of  the  City 
Solicitor.  Truly  yours, 

F.  E.  Parker. 
George  L.  Huntress,  Esquire,  Room  GO,  Equitable 

Building. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11 — I  desire  to  detain  the 
Council  one  moment  to  make  an  explanation  in  re- 
gard to  the  vote  I  shall  cast  upon  this  question.  I 
had  the  honor  to  be  a  member  of  the  majority  of  the 
committee  which  reported  the  name  of  Mr.  Shepard. 
Although  I  have  received  no  communication  to  that 
effect,  I  understand  tliat  Mr.  Shepar'i's  name!  has 
been  withdrawn.  Under  those  circumstances,  I  feel 
at  liberty  to  choose  bet  ween  the  two  candidates  before 
us  to-nigbt — Mr.  Bailey  and  Mr.  Russ.  When  two  such 
names  are  presented  I  feel  that  there  can  he  no  ques- 
tion in  any  awyer's  mind  as  to  which  he  should  vote 
for,  and  I  shall  cast  my  vote  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure  for  Mr.  Rass. 

A  ballot  was  ordered.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Green- 
ough  the  roll  was  called. '66  present.  5  absent: 

Present — Barry,  Bartlett,  Beal.  Bigelow,  Bowker, 
Boyle,  Brimuecom,  Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  H.  B. 
Clapp,  Connell,  Costello,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Cum 
mings,  Daly,  Dana,  Denney,  Devlm,  C.  F.  Dohertv, 
J.  Doberty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell,  Fisk, 
Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Freeman.  Go^e,  Greenougb, 
Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Huntress,  Lauten,  Lovcll, 
Maguire,  Mathews.  McCormick,  P.  J.  McLaughlin, 
McNamara,  Means,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P.  Morrison, 
Mullett ,  Murphv,  Parkman,  Pope,  Powers,  Pratt, 
Pray,  Rogers,  Kosnosky,  Smith, Swan,  Teevaii,|Vites, 
'Wakelield,  Walsh,  AVclch,  Wharton,  Wbeeier,  Whit- 
more,  Williams— 66. 

Absent — Conlin,  Ford,  Harding,  J.  A.  McLaughlin, 
Quigley— 5. 

Committee  to  collect  and  count  votes,  Messrs. 
Pray  of  Ward  5,  Cuumiiugs  of  Ward  10,  Boyle  of 
Ward  8. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 65 

Xec>-ssarv  tor  a  choice 33 

Andrew  J.  Bailey 37 

Augustus  Kuss 27 

Harvey  X.  Shepard ; . .  1 

Blank 1 

Mr.  Bailey  was  elected  in  non-concurrence.  Sent 
up. 

Limiting  Municipal  Expenditures. 

Order  to  petition  for  an  act  to  limit  municipal  ex- 
penditures to  .$12  on  a  thousand. 

Mr.  r'arkman  moved  to  specially  assign  (q  the  next 
meeting  at  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Whitmore  suggested  a  reference  to  the  Finance 
Committee,  as  this  matter  related  to  the  finances  of 
the  city,  and  perhaps  there  would  be  no  oecas'ou  to 
make  any  remarks  upon  it  after  the  report  of  tne 
committee  shall  have  been  received. 

Mr.  Parkman  did  not  object  to  the  reference,  but 
hoped  the  committee  would  make  an  ea-ly  report, 
as  this  is  one  of  tbe  most  important  questions  staited 
this  year. 

Mr.  Parkman  withdrew  the  motion  to  assign,  and 
nn  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  order  was  reierred 
to  the  Finance  committee. 

salaries  of  city  officers. 

Tbe  President  took  up  the  assignment  for  eight 
o'clock.  P.  M.,  vz.: 

Ordinance  establishing  the  salaries  of  certain  city 
officer.-  (.City  Doc.  133)  beii  g  the  one  based  upon  and 
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in  conformity  with  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
conference  upon  the  matters  in  dispute  between  the 
two  branches. 

The  ordinance  was  read  a  second  time  and  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Gove,  of  Ward  1,  moved  to  amend  the  ordi- 
nance so  that  the  salary  of  the  City  Architect  sha'.l  be 
12800  instead  of  $3500,  and  the  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Assessors  $31200  instead  of  $3500. 

Mr.  Wharton— There  is  nothing  upon  this  Docu- 
ment. 133  to  show  that  it  comes  from  a  conference 
committee,  aud  I  ask  tor  information  whether  I  am 
wrong  in  my  impression  that  it  does  come  from  that 
committee. 

The  President — The  ordinance  accompanied  the 
'  report  of  the  conference  committee  made  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Wharton— If  that  is  the  case,  as  I  imagined  it 
was,  [  hope  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  1  will  not  prevail.  We  have  considered  all  t  je 
questions  in  regard  to  salaries  « itb  great  care,  and 
with  the  best  motives  on  our  own  part  have  been  una- 
bleto  cometoany  agreement  with  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. For  the  purpose  of  arriving  at  some  satisfac- 
tory conclusion,  to  which  both  this  Council  and 
the  Aldermen  would  give  their  assent,  we  Lad 
a  conference  committee  appointed,  who  have  made  a 
report  and  accompanied  it  with  this  ordinance.  Al- 
though originally  one  of  those  who  believed  that  the 
sa'aries  should  remain  as   last  year,  still  under  the 

Peculiar  circumstances  in  which  we  are  dow  placed, 
hope  the  ordinance  will  pass. 

Mr.  Parkriian  of  Ward  9— Is  this  a  unanimous  re- 
port, or  Is  there  a  minority  report?  I  understand 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  is  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee of  Conference. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21— A  committee  of  confer- 
ence cannot  make  a  minority  report.  They  must 
make  one  repot  t.  But  any  member  of  the  commit- 
tee that  dissents  from  the  regular  report  can  brim; 
the  matter  up  in  the  Council. 

Mr.  Gove— I  was  about  to  say  the  same  thing.  At 
the  time  of  voting  upon  this  matter  in  the  committee 
I  asked  the  Clerk  ot  Committees  to  draw  no  up  a 
minority  report  upon  the-e  two  salaries,  but  he  said 
it  could"  not  be  done.  Now,  sir,  it  tuny  be  time,  a"  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  11  said,  that  a  committee  of 
conference  was  appointed  to  arrange  t^ese  matters. 
There  were  two  salaries  it  was  impossible  for  ths 
committee  to  agree  upon,  and  upon  these  two  matters 
particularly  it  seems  to  me  there  ought  not  to  be  any 
change  from  what  the  salaries  were  last  year.  Take 
particularly  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Assessors. 
If  mis  change  'S  made  and  he  i*  given  §3500  a  year  he 
will  get  $800  a  year  more  than  the  rest  of  the  assessors 
with  the  exception  of  the  Secretary.  His  duties  are 
not  more  arduous  than  those  of  the  other  members  of 
the  f  oard.  He  may  have  a  little  different  style  ot  dutv 
to  perforin  in  some  cases  from  what  the>  have,  but 
as  for  his  being  worth  8800  a  year  more,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve it.  I  think  any  other  member  of  the  board  is  at 
least  oeurly  i.s  able  as  he  to  perform  toe  duties  of 
chairman. '  I  trust  there  will  be  no  change  from  what 
that  salary  was  this  past  year.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  for  me  to  sty  anything  in  regard  to  the 
City  Architect.    Tnere  has  been   a  good  deal  of  talk 

Sro  and  con.  this  yearin  regard  tohim  and  the  duties 
e  performs.  I  slunk  a  salary  of  §2800  with  the  use 
of  a  horse  and  vehicle  is  sufficient.  I  hope  the  amend- 
ments will  prevail. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21—1  am  sorry  to  differ  from 
my  friend  from  Ward  l,with  whom  I  have  agreed 
ko  often  this  year  on  important  matters,  especially  on 
i  Ins  Salary  bill.  The  committee  were  unanimous  that 
12800  was  sufficient  salary  for  the  City  Architect, 
considering  the  fact  only  a  portion  of  his 
time  belonged  to  the  city.  But  tbey  were 
induced  to  reconsider  that  judgment  by  certain  facts 
that  came  to  their  knowledge  alterwards,  an<i  also  by 
statements  of  the  architect  himself.  It  appeared 
that  in  order  to  keep  biuiseli  properly  equipped  in 
h's  profession  the  architect  is  at  an  annual  expense 
of  over  8300  a  year.  There  are  many  works  on  archi- 
tecture, and  implements  of  the  office,  that  are  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  him  to  have  in  order  to  perform 
bis  official  duties,  and  these  are  procured  at  his  own 
expense— to  say  nothing  of  au  expensive  library  he  is 
compelled  to  keep.  But  the  consideration  that 
wcightd  strongest  with  your  committee  was  a  state- 
ment made  by  him  that  lie  would  give  bis  whole  time 
to  the  service  of  the  city,  an  1  would  entirely  abandon 
his  privarc  business  if  the  salary  was  made  93600, 
That  was  considered  a  Sufficient  reason  for  making 
his  salary  something  nearer  to  and  more  in  conformity 
with  what  an  ordinary  architect  can  earn  outside  of 
the  city's  employ.  Recognizing  the  fact  that  a  man 
cannot  serve  two  masters  equally  well,  and  that  an 
architect  at  work  for  himself  aud  the  city  at  the  same 


time  is  likely  to  work  better  for  himself  than  the 
city;  and  recognizing  the  fact  that  the  profession  of 
an  architect  required  years  of  varied  and  laborious 
study  to  prcoare  for  it,  and  that  a  man  who  has  given 
so  many  years  of  his  life  to  the  acquirement  of 
scientific  knowledge  should  be  worth  at  least  as  much 
salary  as  we  are  paying  for  ordinary  clerical  experi- 
ence and  routine  work;  and  beiieviug,  also,  that  the 
present  architect  is  a  very  valuable  man  to  the  city; 
and  considering  the  fact  that  he  has  given  a  great 
deal  of  time  aDd  study  to  the  subject  of  public  build- 
ings, notably  the  Court  House  and  Public  Library 
which  we  are  expected  to  build  within  a  few  years, 
and  has  taken  his  vacation  to  travel  in  Europe  to  in- 
vestigate those  subjects  special'y,  the  committee  felt 
that  13500  is  not  an  unreasonably  high  salary  to  pav 
him.  I  am  not  making  ar.y  comments  on  this  myself, 
but  am  simply  stating  the  reasons  which  influenced  the 
committee.  The  salary  is  based  upon  the  condition 
that  the  City  Architect  shall  give  his  whole  time  to 
the  city,  and  I  hope  the  subject  will  not  be  finally 
disposed  of  until  such  an  ordinance  shall  have  been 
reported. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  was  a  member  of  the 
committee  of  coniererce.  There  are  thirty-three 
or  four  matters  that  the  two  branches  could  not  agree 
upon,  and  the  committee  have  agreed  upon  all  but 
two.  If  we  open  it  again  there  will  be  no  end  of  it 
this  year.  The  Council  has  had  enough  of  salaries. 
I  was  opposed  to  the  vote  as  passed  by  the  commit- 
tee, but  I  tay  it  is  not  right  for  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee to  come  up  here  and  open  that  question 
again.  I  claim  we  have  had  enough  of  it, and  I  hope 
the  ordinance  will  prevail. 

Mr.  C'lapp  of  Ward  21—1  fully  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  1.  I  hardly  see  why  we  should 
be  oblieed  to  accept  this  report  of  the  conference 
committee.  It  was  no  vote  of  ours;  it  was  rather 
compulsory.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  saw  (it  to  ap- 
point tho  committee, and  under  our  joint  rules  we 
were  compelled  to  concur.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  1  objected  to  it,  and  the  President  said  no  ob- 
jection wao  possible,  that  be  was  obliged  to  aupoint 
a  committee  of  conference  out  of  courtesy 
to  the  other  branch  of  the  City  Government. 
As  regards  tne  City  Architect,  I  am  willing  to  take 
the  word  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  that  he  has 
spent  a  large  amount  of  money  in  a  library.  I  trust 
that  among  the  books  contained  therein  there 
will  be  some  instructions  relative  to  building 
an  English  High  school  with  accommodations 
for  putting  in  the  outside  garments  of  the  schol- 
ars. I  understand  that  to-day  they  are  obliged 
to  put  them  in  boxes  pasted  up  against  the 
wbII,  where,  especially  if  it  is  a  rainy  day,  the  out- 
side coats  are  wet  when  thev  come  in  and  when  they 
go  out.  The  scholars  are  liable  and  subject  to  colds, 
which  perhaps  wi  d  be  at  least  a  source  of  annoyance 
to  them.  I  have  had  very  little  occasion  to  be  in  the 
Assessors'  office,  but  I  hardly  see  why  the  chairman 
of  the  Board  ot  Assessors— and  perhaps  I  should  ask 
this  for  information — has  duties  which  are  more 
onerous  than  those  of  any  othe.'  member  of  the 
beard.  1  fail  to  see  that,  and  therefore  cannot  un- 
derstand why  he  should  receive  $800  more  than  any 
other  member. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  24  seems  to  consider  that  the  City  Architect 
W36  to  blame  in  regard  to  these  boxes.  1  would  ask 
bim  whether  he  knows  that  the  architect  was  to 
b'ame  for  that,  or  whether  be  had  not  peremptory 
orders  from  the  School  Committee  to  build  them  as 
he  did.  I  know  he  had,  and  that  the  School  Com- 
mittee were  to  blame. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17—1  think  I  can  answer  the 
other  question  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  24,  in 
reference  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Assessors. 
He  is  supposed  to  look  after  the  interests  ot  the  City 
of  Boston  in  all  tax  cases  that  come  up,  and  has  to 
post  himself  paiticularty  with  that  object  in  view. 

Mr.  Clappor  Ward  24-— What  docs  the  gentleman 
mean  by  tax  cases? 

Mr.  Child— Where  there  is  a  petition  for  the  abate- 
ment of  taxes  and  when  those  cases  are  carried  be- 
yond the  Board  of  Assessors  to  the  courts. 

Mr.  Clapp  ot  Ward  24 — Of  course  the  gentleman 
has  been  in  the  Board  of  Assessors,  and  has  seen 
around  the  wall  notices  that  certain  Assessors  are  as- 
signed to  half  a  dozen  wards  for  instance,  I  would 
ask  the  gentleman  if  he  would  be  likely  to  go  to  the 
chairman  of  the  board  if  he  wanted  abatement  of  tax 
in  Waid17? 

Mr.  Child— No,  sir.  The  first  application  goes  to 
the  assessor  in  charge  of  the  waro  in  which  the  prop 
«-rly  is  situated.  But  when  the  case  goes  beyond  the 
Board  of  Assessors  to  the  Board  of  street  Coniuii':- 
sloners.  it  is  in  charge  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Assessors,  who  gives  his  special  attention  to  it 


707 


COMMON     COUNCIL 


there.  He  also  look0  after  the  interests  of  the  city 
of  Boston  in  regard  to  legislation  at  the  State  House. 
He  certainly  has  a  great  deal  more  to  do  in  reference 
to  the  duties  of  the  assessors  than  any  other  member 
of  the  hoard  with,  perhaps,  the  exception  of  the 
Secretary.  I  am  sorry  to  see  the  pugilistic  spirit 
again  txliibited  in  reference  to  the  general  question, 
the  same  as  ■when  this  subject  was  before  us  two  or 
three  months  ago.  All  these  points  were  argued 
between  the  Council  and  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, the  salaries  were  sent  back  and  forth 
and  tLey  got  into  such  a  shape  that  the  only 
way  to  get  them  into  proper  shape  was  to  re- 
fer them  to  a  conference  committee.  That  was 
finally  done,  and  the  committee  have  substantially 
agreed  upon  everything  except  two  salaries  which 
are  not  mentioned  in  this  ordinance.  The  proper 
thing  for  us  to  do  is  not  to  prolong  the  discussion, 
but  adopt  tbe  report  we  have  before  us  and  agree  to 
the  salaries  laid  down  in  the  ordinance.  Of  course 
each  member  can  go  over  this  ordinance  and  find 
salaries  there  that  he  might  like  to  have  different. 
But  it  is  common  parliamentary  practice,  that  after 
a  report  of  a  conference  committee  has  been  sub- 
mitred  to  a  legislative  body,  in  ninety-nine  cases  out 
of  a  hundred  it  is  adopted.  I  Lope  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Coonell  of  Ward  20— I  hope  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  will  not  prevail.  I 
consider  that  thirty-five  hundred  dollars  is  a  very 
small  salary  for  a  man  with  the  ability  of  our  present 
City  Architect. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—  I  wish  to  make  but 
one  statement  in  regard  to  the  City  A  rchitect's  sal- 
ary. He  is,  as  you  al  know,  particularly  in  charge 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buddmss.  The  five 
members  of  the  Council  on  that  committee  all  cor- 
dially unite  in  the  proposition  to  give  him  $3500.  and 
I  know  that  the  Aldermen  on  the  committee  feel  the 
same  way.  I  have  just  inquired  of  all  the  members 
of  the  committee  here,  and  we  all  feel  that  the  salary 
of  *he  City  Architect  should  be  $3500.  In  case  this 
should  bs  carried  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  will 
report  an  ordinauce  requiring  him  to  give  his  whole 
time  to  the  city,  and  the  members  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  pledge  themselves  to  report  that 
oidinance  at  the  proper  time. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Gove  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Folan  of  Ward  13— As  a  member  of  tbe  com- 
mittee of  conference  I  disagree  wiili  them  on  anoth- 
er important  item, — I  mean  the  salary  of  the  City  . 
Treasurer.  If  an  amendment  would  be  in  order,  I 
move  that  the  salary  of  the  City  Treasurer  be  added 
to  this  document  at  the  rate  of  $6500  jjer  annum  in 
full  for  all  services  rendered  to  tae  City  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21—1  object  to  that  amendment. 
The  conference  committee  of  both  branches  tried  to 
take  some  action  on  that  subject  and  found  they 
were  as  far  apart  as  were  the  different  bodies  that 
appointed  them.  It  was  impossible  for  toem  to  agree. 
Now,  sir,  in  view  of  that"  fact  and  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  we  have  given  almost  three-quarters 
of  the  year  to  this  Salary  bill,  and  it  has  all 
been  caused  by  one  of  these  salaries,  and  but  for 
that  the  bill  might  have  been  pa-sed  months 
ago;  and  in  view  of  tbe  fact  that  many  important 
measures  are  pending  that  demand  our  attention, 
and  also  that  it  is  more  than  probable  that  after 
having  voted  three  separate  times  on  this  question, 
we  shall  be  no  nearer  a  satisfactory  end  than  we  were 
in  the  beginning;  and  in  view  ot  the  fact  that  we 
have  the  written  decision  that  these  salaries  cau  go 
on  as  they  are  until  they  are  changed —in  other  words 
that  thsse  gentlemen  can  draw  the  salaries  as  now 
fixed  —I  move  that  the  subject,  of  fixing  the  salaries 
of  the  City  Treasurer  and  City  Collector  be  referred 
to  the  next  City  Government.  1  move  that  as  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  13. 

Mr.  Lovell— I  have  not  taken  much  hand  in  this 
fight  over  the  City  Treasurer's  salary,  but 

Tne  President— Wid  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21 
please  state  his  motion  again. 

Mr.  Smith— I  moved  as  an  amendment  to  the 
aiuendmentof  the  gentleman  on  my  left,  that  the 
salaries  of  the  City  Treasurer  and  Collector  be  re- 
ferred to  the  next  City  Government. 

The  President— The  Chair  doe*  not  think  the  mo- 
tion entertainable  in  that  form.  If  the  gent  leman 
wishes  to  amjnd  the  ordinance  by  strinking  out  cer- 
tain items  or  inserting  others  he  can  do  so. 

Mr.  Smith— These  items  are  not  in  there. 

The  President— It  is  not  in  order  to  move  the  ref- 
erence of  a  part  of  the  ordinance  to  the  Dext  City 
Government. 

Mr.  Smith— It  i*  not  in  there.  He  moves  to  amend 
the  ordinance,  and  I  move  to  refer  his  amendment 
to  the  next  City  Government.  . 


The  President— The  Chair  still  thinks  the  motion 
not  in  order.  The  question  is  upon  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13. 

Mr.  Smith— Doss  the  Chair  understand  my  point 
correctly?  Is  it  not  in  order  to  move  it  an  an 'amend- 
ment to  his  amendment? 

The  President — Will  the  gentleman  from  >Vard  21 
stale  his  point? 

Mr.  Smith— The  gentleman  on  my  left  moves  to 
amend  thisordinancebyaddingcertainwords.  Imove 
to  refer  that  amendment  to  the  next  City  Govern- 
ment. Do  1  understand  the  President  correctly, 
that  that  is  not  in  order? 

The  President — The  Chair  thinks  it  is  not  in  order 
to  move  to  refer  to  the  next  City  Government  an 
amendment  to  a  pending  question. 

Mr.  Smith — Then  I  move  to  indefinitely  postpone 
the  amendment. 

The  President — That  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Smith — Then  I  move  to  lay  the  amendment 
upon  the  table. 

The  President; — That  is  not  in  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 

Mr.  Folan's  amendment  was  declared  lost.  Mr. 
Folan  doubted  the  vote,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Barry,  of  Ward  16,  was 
called,  he  said :  Before  I  vote,  I  wish  to  explain  that 
I  am  on  the  Investigating  Committee.  Mr.  Turner 
has  been  sick.  There  are  several  matters  to  come 
before  that  committee,  anil  I  think  this  matter  had 
better  not  be  decided  to-night.  For  that  reason  I 
shall  voie  no. 

The  President— The  Chair  would  remind  members 
that  no  debate  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Folan's  amendment  to  make  the  salary  of  the 
City  Treasurer  $6500,  in  full  for  all  his  services  to 
the  Citv    of  Boston,  was  adopted,— Yeas  33,  Nays  27: 

S"eas — Beal,  Bigelow,  Bowker,  Brimbeeom,  Brown, 
Child,  H.  Clapp,  Daly,  Dana,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley, 
Eddy,  Emery,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Freeman,  Grcen- 
ough,  Hart,  Hilton,  McNamara,  ST.  M.  Morrison, 
Parkman,  Pope,  Powers,  Rogers,  Teevan,  Viles, 
Walsh;  Welch,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Wbi.roore,  Wil- 
liams— 33. 

Nay3— Barry,  Bartlett,  Boyle,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Con- 
nell, Cotton.  Cummings,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Far- 
well,  Fisk,  Gove,  Hosley,  Huntress,  Lauten,  Lovell, 
Maguire,  Mathews,  Mean's,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett, 
Murohy.  Pray,  Rosnosky,  Smith,  Swan,  Wi'kefield 
—27." 

Aosent  or  not  voting — Conlin,  Costello,  Cronin, 
Denoey,  Ford,  Harding,  McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaugh- 
lin, P.  J.  McLaughlin,  Quigley — 10. 

Mr.  GrreLough  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
last  vote,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21 — 1  move  to  assign  the  recon- 
sideration to  tbe  next  meeting  of  the  Council,  and 
for  this  reason:  There  are  very  ssrious  and  gfave 
charges  banging  over  the  gentleman  connected  with 
this  office,  and  a  committee  has  been  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate them.  Before  we  act  upon  this  salary  I 
think"  the  committee  ought  to  have  line  to  investi- 
gate and  reporr,  not  only  for  the  benefit  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  but  also  in  behalf  of  tbe  gentleman  in- 
terested. 

Mr.  Whitmore— The  argument  used  by  the  gentle- 
man is  an  unfair  one,  because  we  are  now  voting 
upon  an  ordinance  establishing  the  salary  for  an 
otnee.  If  the  incumbent  is  rightfully  accused  he  will 
be  removed  from  the  office.  1  do  not  believe  the 
minds  of  gentlemen  will  be  changed  by  further  dis- 
cussion, and  1  move  the  previous  question  upon  the 
pending  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  moved  to  adjourn.  Declared  lost. 
Mr.  Ron  ^sfcy  doubted  the  vote  and  the  Council  was 
divided,  24  for,  31  against.  Mr.  Rosnosky  moved 
tnat  the  vote  be  verified  by  calling  '.he  yeas  and  nays. 
The  veas  and  nays  were  declared  not  ordered.  Mr. 
Rosnosky  doubted  the  vote,  the  Council  was  divided, 
23  lor,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered 

The  question  was  then  ralien  upon  solving  the  doubt 
upon  the  motion  to  adjourn,  and  the  motion  was  de- 
clared lost,  yeas  3,  nays  33: 

Yeas— Boyle,  Coimell.  Mulle't — 3. 

Nays — Be8l,  Bigelow,Brimbccom.  Brown,  Child,  H. 
Clapp,  Dalv,  Dana,  J.  Dolierfy,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Eaiery. 
Farwell,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Freeman,  Grcenough, 
Hart,  Hilton,  Lovell,  MeN'amara,  Moans,  N.  M. 
Mo-rison,  Parkman,  Pope.  Powers,  Rogers,  Viles, 
Walsh,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Whitmore,  Williams— 33. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Barrv,  Bartlett,  Bowker, 
H.  B.  Clapo,  Conlin,  Costello,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Cuin- 
niings,  Denney,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Fisk,  Ford, 
Gove,  Harding,  Hosley,  Huntress,  Lauten.  Maguire, 
Matl.ews,  McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J. 
McLaughlin.  P.  Moirison.    Murphy,  Pray,   Quigley, 
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Rosnosky,  Smith.  Swan,  Teevan,  Wakefield,  Welch 
—34. 

The  President — The  motion  to  adjourn  is  lost.  The 
question  is  upon  the  reconsideration.  Those  in  favor 
will  say  ave,  and  those  opposed  no. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — I  rise  fo  a  point  of  order,  that  of 
how  many  members  of  the  Council  it  takes  to  make 
a  quorum. 

The  Presidents — The  gentleman  will  find  the  num- 
ber by  looking  at  the  rules  of  the  Common  Council. 
The  question  is  upon  the  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Kosnosky— I  would  like  the  Chair  to  inform 
me  how  many  members  will  make  a  quorum. 

The  President— The  Chair  declines  to  state.  Has 
the  gentleman  a  point  of  order  to  make? 

Mr.  Rosnosky — My  point  of  oraer  is  that  the  Chair 
declared  my  motion  lost,  3  for  and  33  against,  and 
my  point  is  raised  to  rind  whether  there  is  a  quorum 
present. 

The  President— What  is  the  gentleman's  point  of 
order? 

Mr.  Rosnosky — It  takes  37  members  to  make  a 
guorum. 

The  President— The  Chair  thinks  there  is  a  quorum 
present. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  16,  if  there  are  71  members  of  this  body,  is  not 
36  a  quorum? 

The  reconsideration  was  declared  refused. 

Mr.  Gove  doubted  the  vote  and  moved  that  it  be 
verified  by  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

The  roll  was  called"  uoon  the  question  of  recon- 
sideration.   Yea  t,  nay 3  31: 

Yeas— Means— 1. 

.Says — Beal,  Bigelow,  Brimbecom,  Brown,  Child, 
H.  Clapp,  Da'y,  Dana,  T.  uoherty,  Dudley,  Eddy, 
Emery,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Freeman,  Greenough, 
Hait,  Hilton,  Lovcll,  McNamara,  N.  M.  Morrison, 
Park  nan,  Pope,  Powers,  Rogers,  Viles,  Walsh,  Whar- 
ton, Wheeler,  Whitmore,  Williams— 31. 

Absent  or   not  voting — Barry,   Bartlett,    Bowker, 


Boyle,  II.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  ConDell,  Coscello,  Cot- 
ton, Cronin,  Cumniings,  Denney,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Do- 
herty, Farwell,  Fisk,  Ford,  Gove,  Harding,  Hosley, 
Huntress,  Lauten,  Masuire,  Mathews,  McCoruiick, 
J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  P.  Morrison, 
Mullett,  Murphy,  Pray,  Quigley,  Rosnosky,  Smith, 
Swan,  Teevan,  Wakefield,  Welch— 38. 

The  President— The  reconsideration  is  lost.  Ibe 
question  is  upon  the  passage  of  the  ordinance  as 
amended. 

Mr.  Gove— A  quorum  not  having  voted,  I  move 
the  Council  adjourn.    Lost. 

Mr.  Greenough,  of  Ward  9,  moved  to  further 
amend  the  ordinance  by  making  the  salary  of  the 
City  Collector  $5000. 

Mr.  Smith— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  '■  hat  there  is 
not  a  quorum  present.  I  move  that  the  roll  be  called. 

Tne  President— The  Chair  thinks  there  is  a  quorum 
present. 

Mr.  Smith— I  ask  that  the  roll  be  called  under  the 
rule. 

The  President  directel  the  roll  to  be  called,  which 
was  done  with  the  following  result: 

Present— Beal,  Kigelow,  f-rimbecom,  Brown,  Child, 
H.  Clapp,  Daly,  Dana.  J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy, 
Emery,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Freeman,  Greenough, 
Hart,  Hilton,  Lovell,  Means,  N.  It.  Morrison,  Park- 
man,  Pope,  Powers,  Pratt,  Rogers,  Viles,  Walsh, 
Wharton,  Wheeler,  Whitmore,  Williams— 32. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Barry,  Bartlett,  Bowker, 
Boyle,  H.  B.  Clapp,  ConJni,  Counell,  Costello,  Cotton, 
Cronin,  Ciimmings,  Denney,  Devlin,  C.F.  Doherty, 
Farweil,  Fisk,  Ford,  Gove',  Harding,  Hosley,  Hunt- 
ress, Lauten,  Maguire,  Mathew,  McCormick,  J.  A. 
McLaughlin, P.  J.  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  P.  Morri- 
son, Mullett,  Murphv,  Prav,  Quigley,  Rosnosky, 
Smith,  Swan,  Teevan,  Wakefield,  Welch— 39. 

Mr.  Matthews  of  Ward  21—1  would  ask  the  Chair 
if  a  quorum  is  present. 

The  President— A  quorum  has  not  vjted,  and  the 
Chair  declares  the  Council  adjourned  for  that  reason. 
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BOARD     OF     ALDER  MEN 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
NOVEMBER    7,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
O'Brien,  chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  KEFEKKBD. 
To  the  Committee  on  Bridges — B.    W.  E.  Cates  and 
others,  in  favor  of  removal  of  Albert  O.  Hawes  and 
the  appointment  of  Albeit  W.  Huebener   as  Super- 
intendent of  Granite  Bridge,  "'"eponset. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories— Co.  H,  5th  Regi- 
ment, M.  V.  M.,  for  an  appropriation  for  repairs  on 
their  armory. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps — Isaac  Fenno  and 
others,  for  lamps  ou  Buena  Vista  avenue. 

Edward  P.  Wilbur  and  others,  for  lamps  in  pas- 
sageway rear  of  350-372  Columbus  avenue. 

James  M.  Simpson  and  others,  for  stteet  lamps  in 
Shelby  street,  between  Princeton  and  Saratoga 
streets. 

Charles  H.  Plimpton  and  others,  for  a  street  lamp 
on  Waverle.v  street,  Ward  21. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims  —  Hannah  L. 
Leonard,  to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries  re- 
ceived in  Greenough  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board— Petitions  tor  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  fol- 
lows:—  Bradley  Fertilizer  Co.,  new  wooden,  30 
horses,  on  Swett  street,  Ward  20. 

John  K.  Kinney,  new  wooden,  2  horse  ■  576  War- 
ren street,  Ward  21. 

A.  W.  Spencer,  new  wooden,  4  cows  and  4  horses, 
Columbia  street,  near  Quincy  street,  Ward  24. 

J.  C.  and  W.  II.  Hayden,  new  wooden,  5  horses, 
on  First  street,  foot  of  F  street,  Ward  14. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common— P.  C.  Riddle 
and  others,  for  plank  walks  on  Orchard  Park. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection 
of  Jiuildings — Bradley  Fertilizer  Co.,  to  erect  a  wood- 
en building  on  Swett  street,  Ward  20. 

Henry  Dudley,  to  erect  a  wooden  addition  to  a 
building  on  Elm  street,  near  Green  street,  Ward  23. 

T.  C.  Woodworth,  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
Cambridge  street,  corner  of  Perkins  street,  Ward  4 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving — Joel  Meigs,  notice  of 
intention  to  petition  the  legislature  for  a  charter  for 
an  elevate  a  railroad  in  this  city. 

Charles  H.  Wise  and  others,that  Brandon  and  Am- 
herst streets,  tV.  fi.,  recently  laid  out,  be  graded. 

I.  Marshall  Reed,  for  a  crosswalk  across  Parker 
street,  at  Billings  place. 

Isaac  Fenno  and  others,  for  a  crosswalk  onWarren 
street  at  ^iuena  Vista  avenue. 

W.  J.  R.  Evans  and  others,  that  the  sidewalks  on 
the  easterly  side  of  Utica  street,  between  Kneeland 
ana  Howard  streets,  be  relaid  at  a  width  of  seven 
feet;  also  that  the  roadway  of  said  Utica  street  be 
repaved. 

A.  A.  Folsom  and  others,  that  Eliot  street,  between 
Columbus  avenue  and  Pleasant  street,  be  paved. 

Augustus  Parker  and  others,  for  a  plankwalk  on 
Washington  street,  between  Blue  Hill  avenue  and 
Mt.  Bowdoin  station. 

South  Boston  Railroad  Company,  for  location  of 
tracks  on  A  street  and  Congress  street. 

ttb-thaniel  Brewer,  for  crossing  acro-s  Westminster 
street  at  Hammond  street. 

Highland  Street  Railway,  tor  a  location  of  tracks 
on  Northampton  street. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalk  in  front 
of  estate  of  Herman  Banks,  357  W.  Third  street. 
Order  passed. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of 
Michael  Campbell,  68-70  W.  Fifth  street;  Lock  & 
Nolan,  I,  corner  of  Sixth  street;  James  W.  Kdgerly, 
16  a"d  18  I  street;  John  M.  hagar,  Alveston  street, 
near  Seaverns  ave.;  Cyrus  White,  Alveston  street, 
near  Seaverns  ave.;  E.  F.  Sears,  Alveston  street, 
near  Seaverns  ave. ;  Max  Kaiser,  526  Dudley  street; 
G.  L.  Thorndike,  181  Marlborough  street. 

Petition  for  edgestones  in  front  of  estate  of  Max 
Kaiser,  89  and  91  George  street. 

HEARING. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  petition  of  Highland  Street 

R.  R.  Co.  for  a  location  of  tracks  in  Hampden  street, 

Harrison    avenue,    Northampton    and    Springfield 


streets.    No  one  appeared  to  object.    Recommitted 
to  Committee  on  Paving. 

PAPERS    FROM   THE    COMMON   COUNCIL. 

The  order  for  the  printing  of  the  "Garfield  Memo- 
rial" came  up  amended  so  that  it  "shall  be  prepared 
by  the  Clerk  of  Committees  under  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Printing."    Concurred. 
City  Solicitor. 

A  certificate  came  down  of  the  election  of  Andrew 
J.  Bailey  as  City  Solicitor  in  place  of  Augustus  Russ, 
chosen  by  this  board. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Haldeman  an  election  was 
ordered.  Committee,  Aldermen  Haldeman  and 
Curtis. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Augustus  Russ 7 

Andrew  J.  Bailey 5 

Mr.  Russ  was  elected  in  non-concurrence.  Sent 
down. 

LOCATION    ACCEPTED. 
A  communication  was  received  from  the  Metro- 
politan   R.   R.   Co.  accepting   their    79th    location, 
granted  by  this  board  Oct.  24th  ult.    Placed  on  file. 

CONSTABLES'    BONDS. 

The  bonds  of  W.  H.  Badlaui  and  others,  consta- 
bles, being  presented  duly  certified,  were  approved 
by  the  board. 

REPORTS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS. 

Reports  of  city  officers  were  received  as  follows: 

Overseers  of  the  Poor.— Quarter  ending  Oct.  31. 
Receipts  $22,782.04,  expenses  $22,372.39:  balance, 
$4531.17.    Sent  down. 

City  Clerk. — Report  for  quarter  ending  Oct.  31. 
Receipts,  $995.75.    Sent  down. 

Weighers  of  Lighters. — Report  for  quarter  ending 
Sept.  30.  Receipts,  $560.20;  expenses,  $36.57:  net 
income  divided  by  incumhents,  $523.63.    Sent  down. 

Auditor's  Exhibit. — The  Auditor's  exhibit  for  Nov. 
1,  (City  Doc.  136,)  was  received  and  sent  down. 

Total  ADpropriations 813.730,903  51 

Exnendeo 7,470.464  99 

Balance  Unexuended 6,260,438  52 

November  Draft 1,617.573  36 

THE  PUBLIC  GARDEN  POND. 

The  following  was  received  and  referred  to  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Common : 

Officii  of  City  Engineer,  City  Hall,  | 
Boston,  Nov.  3d,  1881.  | 

Alderman  Hugh  O'Brien,  Chairman  of  Committee  on 

Common  and  Public  Grounds. 

Dear  Sir, — The  Public  Garden  pond  was  excavated 
under  my  personal  supervision  in  1859;  the  bottom, 
with  the  exception  of  a  portion  directly  under  and 
on  each  sido  of  the  present  bridge  was  hard,  and 
horses  and  teams  were  used  exclusively  in  doing  the 
work.  It  was  intended  at  the  time  I  left  the  work 
that  the  bottom  should  be  covered  with  a  clayey 
gravel,  and  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain  this  was  done. 

A  recent  examination  by  means  of  a  steel-pointed 
rod  shows  the  bottom,  at  present,  with  the  exception 
of  a  limited  area,  to  be  extremely  hard,  the  rod  not 
penetratirg,  except  in  a  few  places,  more  than  one 
inch  to  one  and  a  half  inches. 

The  accumulation  of  mud  on  the  bottom  is  not  of 
any  great  depth,  but,  the  pond  being  shallow,  when- 
ever the  water  is  stirred  uo  by  the  boats  even  with  a 
slight  amount  of  mud  or  silt,  it  will  ana  does  be- 
come quite  dirty. 

It  was  originally  intended  to  keep  the  pond  filled 
with  salt  water  from  Charles  river,  and  pipes  were 
laid  and  have  been  used  usually  for  tbis  purpose;  the 
pond  is  also  the  receptacle  for  the  waste-water  from 
the  pond  ou  the  Common.  I  apprehend  that  the  mix- 
ture of  the  salt  water  from  Charles  river,  now  very 
badly  contaminated  by  sewage,  and  the  fresh  water 
froui  the  Frog  pond  have  b°en  largely  the  cause  of 
the  complaint  in  regard  to  the  bad  condition  of  the 
pond.  Fresh  and  salt  water  in  retain  proportions, 
especially  if  mingled  with  sewage  and  allowed  to 
remain  without  change  for  any  length  of  rime,  make 
a  very  offensive  compound,  and  I  stiould  deem  it  un- 
desirable to  ever  fill  or  even  partially  till  the  pond 
with  salt  water  so  long  as  the  fresh  water  was  also  to 
be  admitted.  It  should  be  in  future  tilled  with  fresh 
water  only  as  clean  salt  water  is  not  now  obtainable 
from  Charles  river. 

To  improve  the  bottom  of  the  pond  so  as  to 
make  it  easily  cleaned,  by  drawing  off  the 
water  and  washing  out  the  deposits  of  mud, 
I  shoul'1  recommend  the  tilling  of  some  portions 
to  a  higher  grade  with  clean  gravel,  and  covering  the 
whole  with  English  Portland  cement  concrete  about 
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S  inches  in  thickness.  The  cost  of  this  work  I  esti- 
mate as  iollow-: 

18,200  mi.  yds.  Eng.  Portland  cement  concrete 

<0)  80c. . . .' 814,560  00 

1,600 cob. yds.  gravel  in  place  (gjll 1,500  00 

#10,060  00 
Contingencies   and    superintendence,  10  per 
cent 1,606  00 

Total SI1;  ,606  00 

Say #18.000  00 

In  conclusioL ,  I  must  plead  the  inability  to  spare 
any  of  my  assistants  from  other  work,  until  recently, 
to  make  the  necessary  examinations,  as  my  apology 
for  not  sooner  answering  the  request  of  your  com- 
mittee made  Oct.  10th,  and  hope  the  couim  ttee  will 
pa. don  me  for  going  somewhat  beyond  the  scope  of 
their  inqury  in  the  foregoing  communication. 
Respectfully, 

Henry  St,  Wightman, 
City  Engineer. 

INVITATIOK   ACCEPTED. 

An  invitation  was  accepted  from  the  American 
Gas  Liguting  Co..  to  view  tbeir  apparatus  for  light- 
ing and  extinguishing  street  lamps  now  on  exhibition 
at  the  Mechanics' Fair.    Accepted. 

PETITION   FOB   STEAM  ENGINES. 

A  petition  for  leave  to  locate  and  nse  steam  engine 
was  received  as  follows: 

Oavid  Snow,  exr,  100  Tremont  street. 

A  i  order  of  notice  tor  hearing  thereon  was  passed, 
returnable  Monday,  Nov.  28th  iust. 
PUBLIC  PARKS. 

The  board  took   up  the  special  assignment,  viz.: 

Report  of  Committee  on  Finance,  with  proposi- 
tions for  loans  to  provide  public  parks  as  follows: 

1.  For  West  Roxhury  park.  $0 '0,000. 

2.  City  loint  park,  jilu0,000. 

3.  Brigh.on  park,  j>200,000. 

4.  Charles-river  embankment,  .*300,000. 

5.  Muddy-river  improvement,  §200,000. 

6.  Ha-l  Boston  park,  £50,000.    (City  Doc.  124.) 
Alderman  BrecK— I  move  that  the  several  orders 

be  taken  up  and  acted  upon  separately,  as  laid  down 
on  the  programme,  c«mu  timing  with  the  West  Rox- 
biiry  park. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  hope  that  will  not  be  done.  I 
hope  they  will  be  taken  up  collectively  aud  discussed) 
and  when  the  vote  is  taken  it  v. ill  be  separately  on 
each  of  the  orders.    I  make  that  amendment. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  hope  that  will  not  be  done. 
1  believe  we  ought  to  take  up  and  discuss  each  of 
these  questions  upon  its  merits  and  pass  upon  them 
separately.  I  think  tbis  takii.g  ibeio  up  altogether 
is  hardly  a  fair  way  to  get  at  it.  1  hope  they  will  be 
taken  up  in  the  order  they  were  reported. 

Alderman  Curtis- -The  reason  1  make  this  motion 
is  that  I  do  not  believe  we  can  discuss  the  question 
of  parks,  situated  as  these  parks  are  laid  out  on  tbe 
plan  before  u-,  singly.  If  these  parks  are  discussed 
at  the  present  time  it  must  be  on  a  linaneial  basis, 
and  for  what  is  for  the  best  interest,  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  I  do  not  believe  you  can  take  up  one  of 
these  ami  discuss  it  alone,  without  going  into  the 
merits  of  the  whole  and  considering  the  financial 
condi  ion  the  City  of  Boston  is  in  to-day.  That  is 
the  reason  I  desire  to  see  them  discussed  as  a  whole. 
1  can  see  no  objection  to  discussing  them  as  a  whole 
am1  then  voting  upon  tbem  separately. 

Alderman  Breek  withdrew  the  motion. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis  was  adopted — 9 
for,  2  agaitiBt. 

Alderman  Viles— I  dc  not  propose  to  say  much  on 
the  park  question,  except  to  give  a  few  views  of  my 
own,  for  1  presume  every  member  of  this  board  has 
liad  tpe  matter  before  him  and  decided  in  his  own 
mind  what  it  is  best  to  do.  I  should  like  to  see  parks 
a*  well  J-  ii  I  one  here,  if  I  thought  Boston  was  in  a 
proper  condition  to  have  them — if  we  could  afford 
them.  But  from  niy  standpoint  I  fail  to  see  how 
Boston,  at  tbe  present  time,  can  launch  mt  such  a 
scheme  of  park-.  Let  u«  for  a  moment  consider 
some  )f  tne  projects  at  present  before  us.  We  have 
one  park  on  our  bands,  and  it  would  fright  n  any 
member  ol  this  board  if  he  knew  what  the  cost  of 
that  park  would  he  before  it  is  completed.  Our  hon- 
ored chairman  knows  tbis.  and  stated  that  it  would 
frighten  the  taxpayers  if  they  knew  what  the  cesl  of 
the  Hack  lia>  pirk  would  be  if  it  should  all  be 
called  lot  at  once.  But  we  have  that  park 
aud  should  complete  it,  and  I  shall  be 
v.  iiiing  to  rote  money  to  do  so  Then  we  have  tbe 
improved  sewerage.  1  believe  it  will  be  a  longtime 
and  take  a  great  deal  of  money  before  that  i-  com- 
pleted.    Then   the  new    bridge   t,  Cbgrlestowp  must 


be  built.  We  all  Know  we  must  do  something  for 
Charle«town  to  give  the  people  there  better  facilities 
for  reaching  the  city  proper.  We  have  iust  voted 
half  a  million  dollars  for  the  widening  of  Portland 
and  South  streets.  Those  are  improvement',  which 
Boston  must  have,  and  which  have  been  under  con- 
sideration for  uianv  years.  The  widening  of  Knee- 
land  street  must  come  in  soon,  as  you  all  know,  and 
a  meeting  is  to  be  called  soon  to  consider  the  neces- 
sity lor  better  facilities  for  travel  in  Stanitord 
street  at  a  proposed  cost  of  §200,000.  Then  we 
have  the  new  engine  house  and  police  station 
to  build  on  ibe  Back  Bay  and  land  must 
be  purchased  for  them.  The  new  Public  Library 
building  is  staring  us  in  tbe  face,  and  that  will  cost 
from  half  a  million  to  a  milli  n  before  it  is  finished, 
but  tbe  people  will  have  it.  None  of  us  have  for- 
gotten the  new  Court  House.  When  the  stones  are 
removed  from  the  reservoir  you  will  see  the  erection 
of  the  new  Court  House  agitated  at  once.  And  there 
are  millions  in  it.  Anothei  lunatic  hospital  must  be 
erected.  Even  now  tbe  Directors  for  Public  Institu- 
tions aze  looking  out  for  a  site.  Last  and  not  least 
East  Boston  has  been  clamoring  for  free  ferries,  or  a 
new  ferry,  and  they  are  waitingfor  a  new  act  of  the 
legislature  that  will  allow  us  to  take  land  for 
the  landing.  I  am  willing  that  something  should  be 
done  for  them.  With  all' these  projects  before  us,  I 
believe  that  Boston  can  ill  afford  to  launch  out  into 
tbis  large  scheme  of  parks,  if  I  knew  that  the  West 
Roxbury  park  would  remain  as  it  is,  f  would  be  wil- 
ling to  have  the  land  purchased.  But  we  know  there 
will  be  a  clamor  to  spend  thousands  of  dollars  on  its 
improvement  immediately.  The  Muddy-river  im- 
provement scrikeB  me  as  a  sanitary  measure,  and  T 
should  like  to  nee  it  done,  but  I  believe  Boston  is  not 
in  a  position  to  do  it  to  day.  Those  are  the  reasons 
whv  I  am  obliged  to  vote  against  tbis  park  scheme 
as  it  stands  bcfoi".  us  to-day. 

Alderman  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Wbitten— The  matter  of  having  parks 
has  been  before  the  City  Government  as  long  as 
many  of  these  other  projects  that  the  Alderman  has 
alluded  to,  and  I  believe  that  parks  are  demanded 
by  a  far  greater  proportion  of  the  people  than  de- 
mand these  other  projects.  I  presume  they  will  all 
come  in  and  "te  considered  in  due  time:  but  I  know 
of  no  reason  why  we  should  give  up  the  idea  of  hav- 
ing narks  because  other  matters  have  been  asked  for 
You  might  as  well  say  we  should  not  have  anything 
in  the  way  of  public  improvements.  It  would  be 
just  aB  good  a  reason  for  saying  i  hat  we  should  not 
do  anything  lor  Cnarle.-town  or  East  Boston,  because 
they  were  going  to  cost  something.  There  never 
was  a  stronger  petition  presented  to  the  City  Govern- 
ment than  that  in  favor  of  parks,  and  there  have 
been  meetings  he'd  in  different  parts  of  the  city  in 
favoj  of  parks  that  reflect  the  sentiments  of  the 
people,  if  I  read  the  proceedings  aright.  I  believe 
that  if  a  vote  was  taken  to-day  in  the  City  of  Boston 
it  would  be  largely  in  favor  of  parks;  perhaps  not 
unanimous,  but  a  large  majority  except  in  certain 
sections.  I  believe  we  ought  to  take  the  West  Rox- 
bury park.  We  cannot  expect  that  land  to  remain 
there  unoccupied  forever.  The  city  is  built  'ip  to  it 
now.  and  had  there  not  been  an  idea  in  the  minds  of 
the  6  wners  that  the  city  wanted  it,  it  would  have  been 
built  up  now.  The  bolaing  of  this  land  is  not  en- 
tirely selfish  in  the  owners,  in  my  opinion.  When 
the  city  buys  anything  it  must  pav  scm-body  for 
it.  and  you  cannot  c  ill  a  man  dishonest  because 
be  desires  to  sell  something  to  the  city,  1  have  no 
interest  in  the  park  projects;  no  friend  of  mine  is 
interested  in  it.  I  have  do  interest  it.  it  except  the 
interest  of  the  c'tj.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  West 
Roxbury  park  is  the  geographical  centre  of  the  city 
to-day.  When  y  ou  look  ahead  and  see  what  the  city 
will  demand  hereafter,  1  think  it  is  much  better  to 
take  that  land  to-day  at  a  moderate  price,  so  that 
people  living  now  will  have  a  chance  to  enjov  it, 
than  to  wait  until  eveiybody  is  dead.  There  never 
was  a  lot  of  land  so  well  adapted  for  a  park  as  the 
proposed  site  in  West  Roxbury  is.  Mr.  Olmstead 
says  he  never  saw  land  so  well  adapted  lor  the  pur- 
poses of  ct  park  as  that,  and  he  is  authority  on 
such  subjects.  The  Park  Commissioners  have 
given  it  their  attention  for  yeats  and  most 
neartily  recommend  It.  In  order  to  meet  the  de- 
mand for  economy  they  have  cut  the  amount 
down  some  8200,000,  I  think.  Tbe  cost  of  that 
park  will  be  a  mere  bagatelle  to  the  City  of  Boston. 
To  carry  it  will  cost  but  little— some  twenty-live 
thousand  dollars  a  year — and  in  a  short  time  the  city 
will  grow  up  to  it  in  its  finances.  I  feel  that  there  i« 
no  measure  that  I  can  vote  tor  so  readily,  or  thai  1 
should  lie  happier  in  having  it  my  final  official  act, 
than  a  vote  for  the  West  Roxbury  park.  I  merely 
speak  of  that  park  now.  lint  I  am  in  favor   of   voting 
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for  others,  and  shall  do  so,  but  this  is  uppermost  in 
my  nnud.  It  lias  been  remarked  that  we  are  sur- 
rounded by  parks.  These  private  estates  do  not  be- 
long to  the  public.  Many  can  drive  by  thetn  in  their 
carriages  ana  look  at  them,  but  the  people  who  live 
on  them  don  l  wi-h  the  public  to  use  them, 
because  they  destroy  the  plants,  flowers  and 
griss,  and  it  isn't  a  proper  place  tor  them.  In 
a  few  years  the  owner-  of  these  tine  places  will  die 
many  fail  in  business;  the  estates  will  be  cut  up  after 
awhile,  disappear  or  be  covered  with  a  different  class 
of  buildings  entirely.  I  hope  the  Alderman  will 
vote  for  the  West  Roxbury  park.  1  think  the  city 
needs  it.  There  is  no  city  that  I  know  ot  that  is  not 
much  better  situated  in  regard  to  parks  than  Boston. 
I  don't  know  of  anv  civilized  city  on  the  face  of  the 
globe  that  is  not  far  ahead  of  us  in  the  matur  of 
park-. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  am  aware  that  the  orders  on 
your  des.;  call  for  a  large  expenditure  of  money.  I 
am  glad  the  Alderman  made  the  motion  to  consider 
them  as  a  whole,  and  then  to  voce  on  them  sep- 
arately. But  we  should  also  consider  that  these 
orders  contemplate  improvements  that  have  been 
petitioned  for  year  a.ter  year  for  main  years 
by  large  numbers  of  our  citizeus  and  heaviest 
taxpayers:  that  they  contemplate  improvements 
that  have  been  voted  for  and  endorsed  by 
the  people  at  the  polls;  that  these  improvements 
would  have  been  favorably  acted  upou  by  the  City 
Government  four  or  tive  years  ago  if  a  majority  vote 
couid  have  ad  pteu  them,  and  that  they  have  been 
blocked  bv  a  two  thirds  vote,  which  we  all  know  is  a 
most  difficult  thing  to  obtain  for  <=ven  the  most 
necessary  improvements.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
shall  vote  for  all  these  orders  on  your  table,  without 
any  tituidfear  of  increasing  the  imieote  mess  of  the 
City  of  Bo-ton,  even  if  parties  outside  and  inside  of 
City  Hall  call  it  extravagant  to  do  so,  because  I  be-, 
lieve  the  men  who  talk  about  this  extravagance 
would  vote  down  any  public  improvement.  I 
shall  vote  for  them  because  I  am  the  repre- 
sentative of  a  large,  growing  and  prosperous 
city,  ami  of  citizens  who  have  demanded  this 
scheme  of  parks  for  many  years,  and  believe  that 
now  is  the  t'me  to  act  tavuiably  upon  it.  I  believe 
the  City  of  Boston,  with  her  splendid  commercial 
future  before  her,  should  adopt  such  a  scheme  of 
narks  as  has  been  presented.  If  I  had  my  way  I 
would  not  call  it  a  scheme  of  parks.  It  is  nothing 
but  laying  out  the  City  of  Boston  on  a  plan  com- 
mensurate with  her  future  importance.  It  is 
not  exactly  a  scheme  of  parks,  but  the  laying  out 
ot  Boston  on  a  system  commensurate  with  her 
growth.  Such  a  system  we  have  never  yet  adopted. 
I  would  ask  the  Aldermen  to  go  back  twenty-. ive  or 
fifty  years  and  consider  now  Boston  has  grown  dur- 
ing that  time,  and  then  I  would  ask  them  to  look 
ahead  twenty-five  or  fifty  years  and  see  what  our 
condition  will  be  at  that  time.  I  remember  thetime, 
and  there  are  hundreds  of  citizens  who  remember 
it,  when  there  was  a  solitary  house  in  East  Boston. 
Now  there  are  thirty  thousand  inhabitants.  Hun- 
dreds o£  our  citizens  remember  when  South  Boston 
was  populated  only  a  short  distance  up  Broadway: 
now  it  has  over  seventy  thousand  inhabitants. 
Hundreds  of  our  citizen-  remember  wheu  Dover 
street  was  considered  out  of  town,  with  a  tew  scat- 
tered house*  between  that  DOint  and  the  Roxbury 
Sine;  when  an  hourly  accommodated  all  the  travel 
between  the  city  proper  and  Roxburv;  when  Fort 
Hill,  Pearl  street,  High  street,  hummer  and  Pur- 
chase streets  were  the  residences  of  our  merchant 
princes;  when  the  Public  Garden,  now  the  handsom- 
est spot  in  the  couutry,  was  a  heapof  dircv  a9hesaud 
mud  flats;  when  the  Hark  Bay  was  tide  water  and  no 
one  ever  dreamed  it  would  be  covered  with  costly 
and  magnificent  dwellings,  fashionable  churches, 
art  museums,  and  schools  of  technology.  All  tin- 
has  occurred  within  a  very  short  period.  Many  of 
you  have  been  witnesse-  of  our  growth  during  that 
time.  When  you  place  those  facts  before  you  you 
caon  ,t  help  realizing  to  a  great  extent  what  the 
growth  of  Boston  will  be  during  the  next  twenty- 
tive  or  fifty  years.  To  go  back  fifty  years:  Tue  pop- 
ulation of  Boston  proper,  Dorchester,  Roxbury,  West 
Roxbury,  Chaiieatown  and  Brignton,  in  1830,  was 
80,468  inhabitants. 

The  population  ot  Boston,  Dorchester,  Roxbury, 
West  Roxbury,  Charlcstown  and  Brighton,  in 

1830    was 80.468 

1880. 362.839 

Increase  m  fifty  years 282,371 

If  we  increase  in  the  same  ratio  for  the  next  fifty 
years,  our  population  would  theu  be  upwards  of 
1,500,000  inhabitants.  This,  however,  is  scarcely  pos- 
sible; but  let  us  take  a  shorter  period.    The  popu. 


lation  of  Boston  and  the  towns  enumerated  above, 

in 

1860,  twenty  years  ago,  was 246,496 

In  1880 .362,839 

Increase  m  20  years 116.343 

or  about  45  per  cent,  un  this  basis  our  population 
would  be  about  775,000  inhabitants  fifty  years 
hence.  This  includes  a  period  of  a  Disastrous 
civil  war,  of  great  depression  in  business,  wheu 
our  growth  was  greatly  restricted,  and  wlia  the 
preservation  of  our  institutions  taxed  all  our  best 
energies  If  we  base  our  calculations  on  the  past, 
when  apparently  a  prosperous  future  is  befoie  u-,  it  is 
but  reasonable  to  suppose  that  our  population  fifty 
years  hence  will  be  at  least  1,000,000  inhabitants,  and 
it  is  on  this  basis  that  all  our  improvements  should 
be  undertaken  and  gradually  carried  on.  For  a 
large,  growing  and  wealthy  citj  like  Bostou  fifty 
years  is  not  a  longtime  to  look  forward. 

I  am  pleased,  Mr.  Chair. uan,  that  you  alluded  to 
our  financial  condition.  It  is  important  to  consider 
our  financial  condition  wheu  we  have  to  vote  on  the 
expenditure  of  about  a  million  aud  a  half  dollars. 
The  financial  condition  of  Bostou  was  never  better 
than  it  is  at  present,  and  I  can  give  you  figures  which 
will  show  this  fact. 

Gross  dent  of  Boston,  Sept.  1,1881,  in- 
cluding water $40,802,332  18 

Waterdeot 12,784,273  98 


Gross  citv  debt $88,018,058  20 

Sinking  funus 12,244,612  75 

Net  city  debt $15,773,445  45 

The  gross  debt  of  the  ci:y  for  seven  years  past  was 
as  follows: 

April  30,  1881 $40,949  332  18 

April  30. 18S0 i2,03d,125  36 

April  30,  1879 42,359.816  23 

April  30,  1878 42,457,022  47 

April  30,  1877 43.590,497  30 

April  30,  1876 43,933.165  01 

April30.1875 43.414.829  99 

You  will  see  by  these  figures  that  we  have  been 
gradually  reducing  our  debt  during  the  ereat  depres- 
sion in  business.  While  the  gross  debt  is  no*  less 
than  at  anytime  for  six  ye..rs,  extensive  improve- 
ments have  been  going  on,  and  I  wish  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  board  to  the  improvements  that  were 
in  progress  and  for  which  loans  have  been  raised 
during  this  period.  A  city  that  has  accomplished  so 
much  need  n"t  be  afraid  of  iucurring  new  obliga- 
tions if  it  is  a  necessity  so  to  do. 

Mr.  Chairman,  you  alluded  to  tne  improvements 
that  we  ought  to  undertake  during  the  next  few 
years.  I  wish  you  had  gone  back  for  five  years  and 
considered  the  work  that  we  have  done  during  that 
period.  I  have  a  list  ot  those  matters  here,  obtained 
from  the  Auditor's  office.  The  following  loans  have 
been  authorized  since  January,  1875: 

Swett  street $376,000 

Water  Works 100,000 

Additional supD.y  of  water..  1,500,000 
Back  Bay  streets  .t  avenues.  267.000 
Water  works,  Wards  17  &  19       160,000 

Mystic  sewer 205,000 

Additional  supply  ol  water...  2,000.000 
English     High     and     Latin 

School  buildings 350,000 

Public  Park.  Back  Bav 450.000 

Im proved  sewerage 3 .7 13 ,000 

Stony  Brook  improvement 133.000 

Widening  Commercial  street.  500.000 
Additional  supply  ot  water. . .  600.000 
Roxbury  Caial  Improvement.  341.000 
Additional  supply  of  water. .,  350,000 
Northampton-street  district.. .      300.000 

Wiuening  South  street 140,000 

Commonwealth-av.  extension      135,000 
Coekitu&te  Water  Works,  new- 
main  280,000 

Broadway  extension 320.000 

Additional  supply  of  water. . .      324,000 

Total  loans  since  January,  1875 $12,444,000 

Of  which  for  water 5,519,000 
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,  1875, 
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30 
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1875. 
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1877, 
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April  20, 
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1878, 
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11, 
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Dec. 
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Dec. 
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$6,925,000 
I  was  asutmished  when  I  read  the  lotals  of  ihese 
figures,  amounting  to  over  tweive  millions  of  dollars. 
After  putting  through  nil  those  improvements  during 
the  next  tive  or  six  years  and  expending  over  twelve 
millions  of  dollais,  why  should  we  hesitate  to  pass 
the  orders  on  our  table  to-day?  What  is  the  fear 
about  the  debt  of  Boston  or  of  the  extravagance  of 
this  City  Council,  after  doing  all  that  work  and  mak- 
ing all  those  improvements  at  a  time  when  there  was 
great  depression  in  business — why  should  we  hesitate 
now  when  the  city  is  as  prosperous  as  she  has  ever 
been  since  she  became  a  city? 


N  O  V  E  M  B  E  R     7 . 
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The  debt  to  be  paid  in  the  next  two  financial   years 
ip  an  important'  consideration. 
1882-83 8664,00'    bearing  5  per  cent,  interest 

523.000         -         6 

20,000         "         7 

81,207,000 

1883-84 452  000  ••  5 

587.000  "  6 

77,000  "  7 

#1.110,000 

Total #2,323,000  coming  in  due  in  next  two 

years. 

In  the  next  two  years  we  wid  pay  a  debt,  for  which 
money  has  already  accumulated  in  our  Sinking 
Fluids,  of  .§2,323.000,  go  that  if  we  pass  these  orders 
to-day,  two  years  from  this  time,  notwithstanding 
you  have  voted  for  such  extravagant  measure*  as 
they  are  called — notwithstanding  some  parties  say 
we  are  running  the  city  into  debt— I  guarantee  that 
two  years  from  this  time  the  debt  of  Boston  will  he 
less  than  it  is  to-day.  In  the  next  six  morths  of  the 
present  financial  year  there  will  come  due: 

j}503,50o bearing  5      percent  interest. 

38,000 •'       DV6 

50,000 '•       6V2       " 

25.000 "       7  "  " 

8616,500 

All  this  added  to  the  other  debt  coming  due  would 
make  neirly  three  millions  ot  dolb/rs  to  be  paid  dur- 
inc  the  next  two  years,  all  of  which  has  been  pro- 
vided for.  The  e  is  another  important  fact  in  this 
connection  that  you  ought  to  onsider.  Although 
our  debt  naQ  been  reduced  tw  or  three  millions  of 
dollars  from  what  it  was  four  or  live  years  »go,  it 
costs  less  to  curry  our  debt.  We  have  been  paying  5, 
6,  ijl.2  and  7  per  cent,  interest  on  our  debt;  to  day  we 
are  substituting  a  debt  at  a  rate  of  4  \ er  cent,  inter- 
est. I  say  again  the  finances  of  the  City  of  B.  ston 
.vere  never  in  a  better  condition  to  undertake  these 
improvements  than  they  are  to-day.  In  order  'o  sat- 
isfy the  Chairman,  who  spoke  of  our  financial  ci  n- 
dition,  I  will  re<id  an  extract  from  the  Auditor's 
report,  which  is  to  the  point.  In  his  last  report  the 
Auditor  -ays: 

"Of  the  debt  paid,  $395,640.60  were  bearing  6  per 
cant,  interest;  $842,652.58,  5  per  cent.;  $71,000,  4  per 
cent.;  $35,000,  4%  per  cent. ;  .$10,000,  6y2  per  cent., 
985,500,  7  per  cent.  Of  the  new  Improved  Sewerage 
Loan  issued,  $24,000  bear  4  per  cent,  interest,  and 
$35,000, 5  per  cent.,  making  $52,168.44,  its*  interest, 
to  be  raised  annually  by  taxation.  This  is  the  most 
gratifying  debt  statement  presented  for  many  years. 
Not  a*  loan  was  authorized  by  me  City  Council  dur- 
ing the  financial  year,  and  the  only  certificates  of 
lnuebtedues-  issued  were  on  account  of  the  Im- 
proved Sewerage  Loan,  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
several  'rust  funds." 

There  you  see  the  Auditor  in  hi*  last  report  sajs 
the  city  of  Boston  is  in  a  better  financial  position 
to-day  than  sne  lias  been  for  many  years.  For  that 
reason,  I  believe  that  now  is  the  opportunity  to  un- 
dertake these  improvements.  In  relation  to  the 
West  Roxbury  park,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  believe  nith 
you  that  not  not  a  dollar  ought  to  be  expended  on 
that  park  for  the  next  ten  or  tweuty  years  at  least. 
I  am  abo  satisfied  that  large  betterments  can  be  ob- 
tainea  immediately  after  the  Park  Commissioners 
take  possession  of  the  land.  I  tried  to  get  the  City 
Solicitor's  opinion  01  that  point, butthat  matter  is  be- 
fore the  courts,  and  be  did  not  care  to  give  bis  written 
opinion  on  the  subject  of  betterments,  because  the 
question  of  betterment  on  the  Back  Bay  territory  is 
before  tie  courts.  But  be  believes  th  't  betterments 
can  be  immediately  assessed  on  the  West  Roxbury 
Park  if  tbet  land  is  new  biking  possession  of  In  the 
Park  Comissioners.  In  bis  brief  t<>  the  Supreme 
Court  the  City  Solicitor  says: 

"The  appropriation,  for  the  purpose  of  a  park,  of 
oare  land,  or  of  land  covered  by  water,  may,  it  the 
board  so  adjudge,  complete  the  location  and  I;  ying 
out.  The  condition  of  the  land,  or  plans  for  future 
improvement,  are  not  proper  subjects  of  inquiry  at 
this  stage.  It  rests  with  the  board  to  determine 
whether  much,  little,  or  any  improvement  of  the 
land  appropriated  shall  oe  made.  There  are  hun- 
dreds 1  1  acres  within  the  limits  of  the  city,  begging 
~o  be  taken  by  the  city,  which  require  no  laying  out 
beyond  an  order  of  the  Park  Commissioners.  If  one 
Of  these  tracts  should  be  purchased  or  taken  by  the 
commissioners,  under  the  statute,  and  opened  to  the 
public  is  a  park,  would  the  fact  that  it  was  a  ready- 
made  park  be  a  legal  objection  to  an  assessment  of 
betterments  on  other  estates?" 

You  can  see  that  the  City  Solicitor   is   decidedly  of 

the  opinion  that  betterment*  can  be   immediately  as- 

iter  taking  po-se-sjon  of  the  West    Roxbury 


Park.  It  is  in  fact  a  park  alreadv  made.  It  does 
not  require  any  improvement  or  ornamentation.  I 
can  see  no  possible  objection  to  either  the  South 
Boston  Marine  Park,  the  Charles  River  Improve- 
ment, the  Muddy  River  Improvement,  the  Brighton 
Park  or  the  East  Boston  Park.  Every  one  of  them 
shall  receive  my  vote,  and  I  shall  have  no  hesitation 
iu  giving  it.  You  must  be  aware,  Mr.  Chairman,  of 
a  necessity  for  a  dumping  place  for  the  Health  De- 
partment. What  extreme  folly  it  would  be  for  us  to 
allow  the  Charles  River  Embankment  to  be  set  aside, 
instead  of  gradually  building  our  sea  wall  and  allow- 
ing the  Health  Department  to  till  it.  up  with  ashes. 
The  City  of  Boston  has  to  spend  large  sums 
of  money  eveiy  year  to  find  a  dumping 
place  for  ashes  and  other  materials  that  are 
good  for  tilling.  There  is  a  dumping  place  in  the 
heart  of  the  city  that  can  be  Hied  up  vear  after 
year  by  our  Health  Department,  and  the  work  ex- 
tend over  a  long  series  of  years.  All  that  is  needed 
is  to  take  the  land,  build  a  portion  of  your  sea  wall 
gradually  as  it  is  wanted  for  tilling  purposes,  and  the 
Health  Department  will  do  the  balance  of  the  work. 
Here  is  a  necessity  thaf  forces  itself  upon  the  city  at 
the  preseut  time  to  take  possession  ot  the  Charles 
Kiver  property,  an!  open  it  to  the  Health  Depart- 
ment as  a  dumping  place  for  their  material.  We 
might  go  outside  of  Boston  and  oousider  the  estab 
lishment  of  parks  in  other  cities.  In  185G  the  real 
estate  valuation  of  the  twelfth,  nineteen  and  twenty- 
second  wards  of  New  York  was  as  follows: 

Twelfth  Ward,  1866 88.149,360 

Niieteemh  Ward 8,041,183 

Twenty-second  Ward 10,239,022 

Ti ital  valuation,  1856 826,429,565 

In  1881  the  valuation  of  the  same  wards  was  as 
follows: 

Twelfth  Ward  in  1881 885,573  039 

N'ineteentth  Ward 152,303.375 

T«  enty-second  Ward 74.68 0,47 5 

Total  valuation  1881 8312,562,889 

Total  valuation  1856 26,429.565 

Increase  in  valuation 8296,133,324 

These  are  the  wards  that  surround  Central  Park 

of  New  York   citv.    The  taxation   in  New  York   is 

about  $25  on  a  thousand   dollars.    This  would  give 

New  Yoik  an  income  of  .$7,403,325  per  year  on   the 

increased  valuation  alone. 
Take  another  view  of  the  matter: 

In  1856  the  entire  valuation  of  the  citv  of 
New  York  was 8340.972,098 

In  1881  the  valuation  was 976,735,109 

Increase 8635,763,101 

An  increase  of  180  per  cent.  If  these  three  wards  had 
ircreu^ed  10  the  same  proportion,  180  per  cent  ,  and 
this  is  a  fair  and  reasonable  calculation,  their  valua- 
tion would  be  in— 

1881 874,002,222 

1881.  real  valuation 31^.562.889 

Increase  on  account  of  park  improvement..  8238,660.067 
At  the  present  rate  of  taxation   ibis  gives  an  in- 
come to  the  city  fr  111  these  three   wards   of   $5,904,- 
000. 

The  cost  of  Central  Park  up  to  the  beginning  of 
1881  was  as  follows: 

Borland 80,666,381 

foi  construction 9,873.844 

Total 810,540,225 

This  shows  that  three  years  taxes  in  the  12th,  19th 
and  22d  Wards,  on  the  increased  valuation  alone 
would  mure  than  pay  tire  entire  expense  of  land  and 
construction.  I  might  say  that  one  year's  income, 
if  the  I  acts  could  be  ascertained,  would  now  more 
than  pay  f'01  the  entire  improvement. 

But  1  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  go  outside  of 
the  City  of  Boston  to  show  the  increased  valuation  on 
account  of  park  improvements.  The  nark  improve- 
m;nt  111  Ward  II  has  increased  the  value  of  real 
estate  in  that  ward,  the  past  year,  $4,258,100,  which 
at  present  rate  of  taxation  brings  an  income  to  the 
city  01  $59,286  this  year,  and  will  inciease  still  more 
rapidly  ir  years  to  come.  This  ward  alone  has  in- 
creased about  one-sixth  of  the  entire  increase  of  the 
city  the  past  year.  This  increased  valuation  more 
than  pays  the  interest  on  the  entire  expense 
of  the  land  and  construction,  and  in  a 
few  years  will  pay  for  the  entire  park.  If  we 
go  oack  Iwo  years  we  find  the  increase  of  value 
of  real  e-iate  in  Ward  II  amounts  to  $7,310,600.  and 
at  this  year's  rate  of  taxation  this  increase  pays  a 
revenue  of  $101,609  per  year.  In  two  past  years 
the   increased    valuation   of    real    estate  in    the  city 
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amounts  to  only  $26,606,600,  so  that  nearly  one- third  of 
the  increase  oomesliom  Ward  11, where  parkiurprove- 
ments  are  now  in  progress.  This  unfinished  park  on 
the  Hack  Bay  has  put  iuto  our  treasury  $73,000. 

The  cost  of  construction  up  to  the  first  of  May, 

1881.  was #710,000 

The  interest  on  this  sum  amounts  to 28,400 

The  revenue  from  increased  valuation  the  past 
two  years 101,609 

Making  a  surplus,  after  deducting  the  interest  on 

cost,  <Sce $73,209 

1  might  say  a  great  deal  more  on  his  subject,  but  I 
know  that  every  Aldermau  will  speak  upon  it.  1  will 
therefore  end  by  hoping  that  the  Aldermen  will  con- 
sider the  financial  condition  of  our  city.  We  never 
were  in  a  better  financial  condition.  All  these  facts 
have  beeu  obtained  lrom  the  Auditor's  office.  They 
are  certainlv  very  tavorable  for  us  to  uudertake  such 
an  improvement  as  is  now  contemplated.  The  Alder- 
men ought  also  to  cousider  what  we  have  done  in  the 
live  or  six  years  of  depression  io  business  and  not 
allow  themselves  to  be  influenced  by  the  outcry  that 
may  be  made  against  an  imaginary  increase  of  debt 
or  imaginary  extravagant  expenditures. 

Alderman  Hersey — When!  first  took  my  seat  hi 
this  board  I  Had  a  prejudice  against  parks,  and  par- 
ticularly agaiust  the  proposed  West  Roxbury  Park, 
as  the  cost  was  very  much  more  than  either  of  the 
other  parks  in  the  first  instance.  I  believe  there  was 
no  immediate  necessity  for  taking  tue  land,  that  it 
would  be  many  years  before  that  portion  of  the  city 
would  be  thickly  settled,  and  we  might  defer  action 
until  some  future  time.  But  the  more  1  have  inves- 
tigated the  matter  the  more  I  have  become  convinced 
toat  we  must  meet  this  popular  demand  of  the  peo- 
ple for  parks,  and  if  vre  do  not  take  the  land  now,  it 
will  only  be  postponing  the  taking  for  a  year  or 
two  at  most.  therefore  I  think  it  will  be  the 
part  of  economy  to  take  the  land  now  during 
the  depressed  condition  of  the  real  estate  mar- 
ket. We  can  get  the  land  now  for  less  money 
than  we  can  a  lew  years  hence.  I  think  it  is  useless 
to  try  to  muke  headway  against  this  deuian'1  of  the 
people.  What,  lias  beeu  urged  in  f-ivor  of  public 
parks  will  apply  most  forcibly  in  favor  of  a  marine 
park  at  South  Boston,  for  this  is  certainly  a  park  for 
the  people,  and  for  that  portion  of  our  citizens  par- 
ticularly for  whom  it  is  claimed  that  parks  are  in- 
stituted—for tuose  who  by  their  daily  toil  earn  their 
bread,  and  who,  if  they  are  to  have  any  recreation, 
must  seek  it  near  at  hand  and  with  the  minimum  of 
expenditure.  The  fact  tliat  this  class  of  our  citizens 
by  the  thousands,  from  the  densely  populated  por- 
tions of  the  citv  proper,  as  well  as  those  of  the  im- 
mediate neighborhood  of  the  foint,  make  use  daily 
of  this  resort,  is  evidence  that  it  is  the  most  desirable 
of  any  of  the  proposed  sites  for  a  people's  park.  They 
have  for  vears  had  unrestricted  enjoyment  of  the 
place  to  drink  in  the  health-giving  tonic  of  the  ocean 
breeze,  to  feast  their  eyes  on  the  ever-shirttng 
panorama  that  is  spread  out  before  them,  embracing 
ocean,  shore  and  island,  the  beautiful  bay  dotted  by 
the  white  sails  of  innumerable  craft  which  float  upon 
its  waters,  from  tue  stately  steamer  going  or  return- 
ing from  its  long  voyage  acioss  the  Atlantic  to  the 
tiny  pleasure  yacht  on  its  afternoon  excursion.  It  is 
a  spot  which,  for  the  natural  beauty  of  its  surround- 
ings, is  not  surpassed,  if  it  is  equalled,  by  that  of  any 
place  in  this,  or  so  far  as  1  have  observed,  in  any 
other  country.  What  we  ask  is  that  you  may  for 
what,  in  comparison  with  the  other  schemes,  is  a 
small  cost,  secure  for  the  people,  that  they  may  in 
the  future,  as  in  the  past,  continue  to  enjoy  this,  the 
only  available  spot  for  u  marine  park.  If  the 
laDd  is  not  secured  at  once,  the  improvements  that 
are  likely  to  be  rnaue  will  so  enhance  the 
cost  as  to  place  it  beyond  our  power  to  secure  it  at  a 
reasonable  price.  No  necessity  exists  for  any  outlay 
beyo.id  the  co*t  of  taking  the  land,  and  uo  improve- 
ments should  be  made  until  the  future  growth  of 
population  and  the  improved  financed  of  the  city 
render  it  less  of  a  burden  than  it  would  be  at  this 
time.  I  think  our  citizens  will  be  williug  to  wait  for 
the  improvement.  If  immediate  action  is  not  taken 
it  will  be  but  a  short  time  before  we  will  be  excluded 
by  the  absorption  of  the  territory  for  building  pur- 
poses fr  jm  any  access  to  the  ocean,  a  privilege  that 
has  beeu  so  long  enjoyed  that  its  loss  will  be  keenly 
felt  by  all  our  citizens.  I  trust  we  shall  take  the 
land  now  while  we  can  have  it  for  a  reasonable  price. 
Alderman  Frost — I  do  not  like  the  way  these  mat- 
ters come  to  us,  in  a  financial  aspect  to  begin  with. 
When  I  jropose  to  buy  anything  I  am  always  in  the 
habit  of  counting  the  cost,  and  knowing  as  near  as 
possible  whether  I  am  able  to  pay  for  "it,  and  if  I 
am  not,  I  don't  buy  it.  I  claim  that  toe  wording  of 
these  orders  is  deceptive: 


"Ordered,  That  the  City  Tieasurer  be  and  be  is 
hereby  authorized  to  borrow,  unoer  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  the  sum  of  six  hunured  thou- 
sana  dollars,  the  bonds  or  certificates  of  debt  to  be 
issued  in  negotiating  this  loau  to  be  denominated  on 
the  face  thereof  The  Public  Park  Loan,  and  to 
bear  such  rate  of  interest  as  the  Comi_ittee  on  Fi- 
nance shall  determiue;  and  the  Park  Commissioners 
are  hereby  authorized  to  expend  said  sum  for  the  tak- 
ing In  tee,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  for  the  purpose  of 
a  public  park,  lands  to  the  amount  of  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars  in  assessed  valuation  within  the 
limits  of  the  proposed  West  Roxbury  Park." 

The  other  orders  all  read  m  the  same  way,  I  be- 
lieve. Well,  if  we  pass  these  orders  by  the  requisite 
majority  in  both  branches — and  I  suppose  they  will 
do  that — I  want  to  know  how  much  we  have  got  to 
pay  for  the  parks.  That  is  what  bothers  me.  Of 
course  if  we  vote  to  take  these  lands,  every  man  will 
put  a  very  high  valuation  upon  hi*  properly,  and  we 
shall  have  to  compromise  the  matter,  or  go  to  a  jury. 
Meantime  real  estate  is  naturally  goiog  up, — there  is 
no  doubt  about  that, — and  the  value  of  these  lands 
will  have  increased  very  much  beyond  their  present 
or  last  valuation.  The  fact  is,  if  we  pass  these 
orders  we  don't  know  anything  about  how  much 
we  shall  have  to  pay.  We  may  pay  $600,000  for 
the  West  Roxbury  Park,  or  $2,000,000;  there  is  no 
limit  to  it.  "We  have  got  to  pay  whaiever  we  can 
ettle  for  after  the  land  is  taken.  Now,  as  to  the 
financial  condition  of  the  city,  and  whether  we 
can  afford  all  of  these  improvements.  I  think  I 
am  as  liberal  as  most  of  folks  in  providing  and  fa- 
voring all  public  improvinents  that  affect  the  pros- 
perity of  the  City  of  B<  >ston,  or  that  perhaps  rn  many 
cases  we  might  call  luxuries.  But  1  believe  in  pro- 
viding the  necessaries  of  life  before  we  take  the  luxu- 
ries. There  are  manv  projects  to  come  before  us 
that  are  actually  necessary,  and  "vhich  we  must  have. 
We  have  already  passed  upon  some  of  our  street 
improvements,  and  others  are  to  come  I  have  been 
looking  over  this  matter  since  the  subject  of  parks 
has  been  talked  of  here.  You  cannot  no  int<»  a  de- 
partment of  this  hall  but  you  will  find  they  have 
some  large  scheme,  and  that  there  is  a  necessity  lor 
Immediate  spending  money  upon  it.  I  have  my- 
self made  some  figures  upon  this  subject.  In  tne 
first  place  the  gross  deot  of  the  city  is  substantially 
the  same  as  the  Aldermau.  stated,  only  I  took 
it  from  the  comivencement  of  this  year  and 
got  it  a  little  different  —  26  mi  lion  and  some 
odd  dollars.  All  this  debt  is  to  be  paid  with  the  in- 
terest on  it,  witnin  the  next  twenty  years.  We  have 
got  to  provide  our  sinking  tunds  with  eight  per  cent, 
of  this  amount,  besides  the  interest,  and  that  requires 
a  large  amount  of  our  taxes.  Then  to  consider  all 
these  schemes  that  will  come  before  us,  and  are  al- 
ready on  the  docket,  I  cannot  see  where  the  money 
is  coining  from  unless  we  tax  ourselves  enormouslv, 
which  we  in  our  wisdom  have  voted  not  to  do.  I  do 
not  know  how  we  can  undertake  them  without  lay- 
ing enormous  taxes-  Now  take  this  matter  of  parks: 
The  orders  immediately  before  call  for  a  million  a 
hundred  aud  fifty  thousand  dollars.  There  are  also 
the  Arnold  Arboretum,  which  I  consider  the  best 
scheme  of  all,  $60,000;  the  extension  of  Orchard  Park, 
a  matter  now  in  the  other  branch,  $40,000;  the  taking  of 
Art  square,  which  is  really  a  part  of  the  park  scheme, 
although  not  included  in  these  orders,  but  it  really 
is  a  part  of  the  same  business,  a  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  thousand  dollars,  and  the  Back  Bay  f  ark, we  don't 
know  how  much.  The  Alderman  who  is  the  greatest 
advocate  of  all  these  scheme,  and  who  has  spoken  so 
eloquently  with  such  an  array  of  figures,  told  us  that 
if  the  cost  of  the  Back  Bay  Park  was  stated  tt  would 
frighten  us.  I  think  the  passage  of  these  orders 
would  frighten  many  people.  The  City  Engineer 
estimates  that  next  year  we  have  got  to  provide  for 
water  basins  which  will  probably  cost  $300,000. 
Within  Ave  years  we  shall  be  probably  called  upon 
to  spend  a  million  and  a  half  dollars  upon  the  Back 
Bay  Park,  which  we  have  upon  our  hands  and  can- 
not abandon.  I  say  that  is  a  necessity  both  on  ac- 
count of  health  and  as  a  scheme  to  which  we  are  so 
far  committed  that  we  must  go  on  aud  complete  it. 
You  may  go  into  any  department  and  see  what  they 
want  aud  say  they  must  have;  take  bridges,  for  in- 
stance—the new  Charlestown  bridge  adroca'ed  by 
the  Alderman  from  that  district,  calls  for  $866,000, 
and  that  is  but  the  beginuiug,  only  the  foundation 
for  the  bridge,  aud  we  will  have  to  build  another 
oue  on  top  of  that  as  soon  as  we  can  get  the  money. 
'  All  our  bridges  want  constant  repairs  aud  must  have 
them.  We  ihust  provide  for  our  own  travel  and  the 
conveniences  of  business  before  we  provide  luxuries. 
There  are  the  Boylston-street  bridge  and  extension, 
estimated  at  $500,000;  Beacon-street,  Commonwealth- 
avenue,  and  Biookliue  bridges,  $500,000  more.   When 
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are  we  goiug  to  build  these  bridges,  if  not  dow? 
While  we  are  at  work  upon  these  Back-Hay  bridges 
is  the  time  10  build  the  briJgea  over  the  railroads, 
which  have  been  talked  over  a  long  time,  and  there 
is  no  getting  rid  of  them.  If  we  defer  those  bridges 
until  the  lots  are  taken  up  on  the  abut- 
ting property,  we  will  Lave  to  pay  large  grade 
damages.  The  city  has  agreed  to  build  Nortbern- 
avenue  bridge  across  Fort  Point  Channel  whenever 
the  condition  of  things  in  that  section  is  ready  for  it 
—,$250,000.  Take  your  streets,  the  three  matters  al- 
ready reported  uoon,  $645,000;  another  matter  be- 
fore us  of  $50,000,  the  extension  of  1)  street,  which 
was  provided  tor  this  year;  8200,000  are  asked  for 
Stamford  street,  and  $30,000  or  .$40,000  for  Heath 
street. — I  don't  know  how  much, — which  the  Alder- 
man on  my  left  feels  so  anxious  about.  In  the  mat- 
ters of  street  improvement,  all  will  unrier.-tana  that 
these  estimates  are  tor  taking  the  land,  and  the 
streets  are  to  be  built  afierwards.  The  building  of 
South  street,  Portland  stieet  and  Kneelaud  street 
will  go  into  the  tax  levy  tor  next  year,  or  should, 
whethei  they  will  or  not,  I  don't  know.  Then  we 
want  land  on  the  Back  Bay  tor  the  Police  and  Fire 
Department  buildings,  $84,000.  Public  .Library, 
$150,000,  for  the  purchase  of  the  land,  not  for 
the  building:  orobably  the  building  will  cost  about  a 
million  more— we  don't  know  how  much,  ami  no 
live  man  knows.  The  trustees  of  the  CM  y  Hospital 
have  asked  for  $60,000  to  build  a  new  building;  we 
don't  kno<*  how  much  the  building  will  cost.  I  sup- 
pose we  have  got  to  have  a  new  Court  House.  I  don't 
know  but  some  people  thought  tbey  had  douged  it 
for  a  while,  and  I  suppose  we  have,  but  we  "know 
what  the  law  is,  and  if  we  don't  build  a  Court  House 
iu  a  reasonable  time  somebody  else  will  do  itiorus 
and  we  shall  have  to  pay  for  it.  I  am  puzzled  to 
know  how  all  this  is  lioing  to  be  paid  for  after  the 
Alderman's  order  limiting  taxation  to  $12  on  a 
thousand  becomes  a  law,  while  we  are  still  under  the 
law  limiting  us  to  thrte  per  cent,  indebtedne-s. 
SCDOOlnouses  and  olber  public  buildiugs  we  all 
know,  .Mr.  Chairman,  that  we  have  i.  great  demand 
for  them  all  around  in  every  part  of  the  city. 
It  has  been  very  truly  said   that  we  are  in  a  prosper- 

'lition.  I  think  it  is  so.  The  city  was  never 
growing  faster  in  population  than  it  has  been  for  the 
past  yeai.  We  see  toe  effect  ,,f  it  in  the  demand  lor 
schoolhouses  in  every  part,  of  the  citv.  We  shall  be 
compelled  to  provide  accommodations  for  all  the 
schools,  and  shall  be  blamed  if  we  do  n  >t.  Sewers: 
We  have  a  deficiency  this  year  of  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars \Vrhen  our  improved  sewerage  system  is  com- 
pleted, we  must  of  course  connect  all  our  sewers 
with  that  at  a  very  large  expense.  I  suppose  there  is 
no  Alderman  here  but  thinks  we  have  got  to  provide 
fur  our  improved  S  i«R<  rage  a  very  macli  larger  -urn 
than  we  have  already  appropriated;  we  don't  know 
what  the  cost  is  going  to  be;  it  is  impossible  to  tell; 
it  will  be  a  very  large  amouut,  probably  much  more 
than  has  been  provided  tor.  Ferries:  Every  one 
knows  there  has  been  a  scheme  for  years  before  the 
City  (iovernment  for  a  new  ferry  landing — either 
to  make  a  new  lerry  or  another  landing  on 
thi-  Bide  for  the  old  oDe — I  have  not  the  esti- 
mates exactly,  but  I  thitiK  it  is  something  over 
1400,000  for  taking  the  land.  The  Directors  of  the 
Ferries  now  have  before  them  the  taking  of  land  for 

barf,  which  will  give  them  an  additional  slip 
to  the  ferries  now  in  operation.  We  have  not  the 
estimates,  but  it  will  probably  cost  not  less  than 
|S0,00U   without,  the  buildings.     They   must  have  a 

it  next  vear  at  an  expense  of  I  don't  know 
how  much.  Health  Pepartuient:  Well,  the  Alder- 
man -ays  we  are  going  to  provide  a  dumping  place  in 
Charles  river  for  the  ashes  of  the  city.  That  will  be 
a  gootl  thiiiu,  but  we  have  got  along  so  far  and  found 
dumping  ground.  But  there  is  another  matter  which 
is  liable  tu  come  upon  us  any  day.  which  will  cost  us 
probably  millions  of  dollars.  I  win  not  mention 
what  it  is,  tor  tear  it  will  hurry  the  matter,  but  it  has 
got  to  be  provided  for  at  a  very  large  expense  in  a 
sh  rt  time,  on  account  of  the  health  oi  the  city,  or  we 
shall  have  vet",  much  more  trouble  than  wehavenow. 
Public  institutions:  tney  want  Long  Island  at  an  ex- 
pense of  (200,000;  they  want  to  build  a  new  Insane  Hoe 
pitui,uiiu  enlarge  all  the  other  buildings,  Webadquite 
a  confab  last  year  about  the  expense  of  the  Marcella- 
■  tieei  Home,  The  roo  ..s  are  all  occupied,  and  tbey 
are  snort  Of  space  to  day,  I  am  told.  The  number  u 
inmates  in  all  our  institutions  is  increasing  every 
week.  Von  may  go  through  every  department)  and 
it  is  he  same  old  story.  But  the  worst  thing  we 
ha>C  before  us,  that  I  fear  most  of  all,  is  the  water. 
Certainly  if  we  cannot  bave  better  water  than  we 
have  now,  onr  whole  water  system  is  a  failure.  I 
agree  with  the  Alderman  who  spoke  so  eloquently  on 

bject   before.     I  thought    he  was  more  fright- 


ened than  hurt,  but  I  begin  to  be  trightened  now, 
since  the  warev  has  become  undrmkable.  I  don't 
know  what  we  are  going  to  do,  but  certainly 
the  city  must  provide  water  for  the  people,  or 
we  mnst  move  out  of  town.  We  shall  have  to 
do  something  in  regard  to  the  w,  ter.  Either  it  must 
be  improved  or  we  shall  have  to  go  to  Lake  Winni- 
piseogee  at  an  expense  of  fifty  million  dollars.  I 
understand  that  the  Water  Board  intend  to  cad  for 
a  million  lot  an  extra  high-service  system.  People 
are  building  on  high  lands  and  are  calling  tor  water, 
which  cannoi  be  supplied  by  our  present  nigh-service 
system,  »nd  we  have  got  to  go  to  a  large  expense  for 
that.  In  vie*  of  all  these  tacts,  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
cannot  see  how  the  City  of  Boston  cm  afford  this 
very  large  outlay  tor  parks.  If  I  thought  we  could 
afford  it  I  should  be  very  glad  to  favor  some  oi  these 
park  schemes.  I  think  we  should  favor  first  the 
Arnold  Arboretuaj,  ana  I  think  that  ought  to  be 
carried  out.  The  West  R  ixburj  Park  comes  next  in 
my  estimation;  we  ought  to  have  that  if  we 
could  afford  it,  but  I  do  not  feel  as  though  I 
can  vote  for  it  in  the  present  condition  of  the 
finances  of  the  City  of  Boston.  Every  one  who 
speaks  in  favor  of  parks  tells  of  the  great  benefit 
they  9re  fo  cities  which  have  large  parks.  It  may  be 
so,  but  I  do  not  know  of  a  city  in  tnis  country  where 
ihev  have  gone  into  parks  to  their  heart's  content, 
that  do  not  have  about  double  the  taxes  to  pay.  The 
inevitable  consequence  will  be  that  we  shall  ha*e  to 
pay  large  taxes,  and  1  cannot  see  anything  else  as  the 
result  of  it.  The  Alderman  has  stated  that  in  New 
York  they  pay  $25  taxes  on  a  $1000.  I  make  it  nearer 
$26  than  $25.  Fvery  citym  the  Union,  which  has 
gone  lavishly  into  parks,  pays  20  to  30  per  cent,  more 
taxes  on  a  thousand.  Soitigwjtb  any  wild  scheme 
of  improvement.  Take  our  neighbor,  the  little  city 
of  Portland,  formerly  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
cities  in  the  United  States,  and  prosperous  now  in  a 
measure,  but  they  have  been  burdened  withtaxesuotil 
they  have  almost  killed  themselves.  They  are  an  ener- 
getic Yankee  people,  and  will  get  out  of  it,  but  they 
cannot  have  any  public  improvements  now;  they 
have  to  tax  themselves  25  to  30  per  cent,  to  pay  their 
interest.  I  presume  they  will  get  out  of  it  some  time 
or  other,  and  then  perhaps  they  may  go  into  parks, 
but  I  don't  believe  tbey  will  before.  A  short  time 
ago  tne  Alderman  tried  to  explain  how  we  could 
have  everything  wc  wanted  and  not  pay  taxes  for  it, 
or  not  pay  for  it— at  least  I  so  understood  him — but  I 
cannot  get  any  such  system  through  my  bead.  I  be- 
lieve in  pay  ing  as  we  go,  and  in  taxing  ourselves  so 
that  we  shall  not  run  into  extravagance.  The  Alder- 
man boasts  of  the  great  capacity  of  the  city  to  borrow 
money,  i.r  did  in  his  speed)  before,  and  -ays  wc  can 
borrow  over  three  millions  to-day,  and  no  d"ubt  live 
millions  next  vear.  I  sa.\  we  cannot  borrow  five  mil- 
lions next  year,  and  that  we  shall  be  where  we  can 
borrow  less  than  to-day  if  we  go  into  this 
park  business.  I  ai»  willing  to  predict,  and 
have  it  go  on  record  and  be  handed  down  to 
posterity,  that  we  shall  not  see  a  vear  ir  the  next 
twenty,  with  the  greatest  economy  we  can  exercise, 
when  our  rates  will  be  $13.90  as  it  is  to-day.  I  have 
had  a  few  figures  made,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  to  what 
our  rate  would  be  next  year,  provided  we  entered 
into  all  these  things  and  got  up  to  the  limit.  To  be 
sure  we  cannot  get  at  it  exactly  becaus  •  wt  don't 
know  what  onr  valuation  will  be  next  year,  but  there 
is  no  doubt  it  will  increase,  and  our  wants  will  in- 
crease fully  in  proportion  to  our  valuation. 

Citv  debt,  exclusive  of  water  debts,  Alav  1. 

1881 '...#28,105,058  20 

Add  amount  which  city  can  borrow 3,200.(00  00 

"»3l"365;o"58  20 
Less  debt  paid  and  becoming  due  during 
year 059,500  00 

"#30,405,558  20 
Assessors' warrant  ol  1881-82 89,220.979  90 

Interest  at  4  per  cent  on  amount 

which    citv    can    borrow  83,- 

200,000 1  .((1128,000 

Less  interest  on  nebt  paid  and 

bee, iming  due 50. 010 

#77,390 

Percentage  for  sinking  fund 250,000 

\-M  amounts  proposed  to  be  ad- 
ded 10  lax  levy  of  1889-83. 

Public  Library  lot,  liartmoulli 
st  reet 150,000 

t  it v  building,  Boyiston  ami 
Hereford  streets 84,000 

#507,390 
Add  4  per  ceui.  for  turn  payment     22,090 

$W0fi8S 
Add  S  per,cent.for abatements, etc  20,504       619,500  00 

«?'J,840 
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To  laise  this  amount  on  tte  valuation  of  1881  would 
require  a  rate  of  $14.80  per  thousand,  an  increase  of 
90  cents  on  a  thousand. 

Now  as  to  the  increased  valuation  of  Ward  11  and 
the  lands  about  the  park:  Of  course  every  one  knows 
that  it  we  carry  Commonwealth  avenue  and  all  the 
other  streets  directly  through  to  Brookline  we  shall 
have  a  large  increase  of  valuation,  with  the  improve- 
ment of  the  times  and  the  natural  growth  of  the 
city.  That  will  be  admitted  by  every  one.  I 
think.  I  have  no  doubt  that  we  have  had  some  in- 
creased valuation  there  on  account  of  the  park; 
but  where  does  it  come  trom,  Mr.  Chairman?  Have 
we  created  anything  there  that  is  taxable?  The 
park  itself  is  not  taxable;  the  lands  outside  have 
Increased  in  value.  Who  have  bought  them? 
Mostly  Boston  people;  very  few  men  come  from 
outside.  If  Boston  people  buy  and  pay  for 
theiu,  where  does  the  money  come  from?  I  suppose 
we  taxed  the  money  before.  We  have  only  changed 
the  location  of  this  property — taken  the  money  out 
of  i  ne  pocket  and  put  it.  into  another— and  there  is 
really  no  great  increased  valuation  there  that  does 
not  come  from  taxable  property  somewhere  else, 
though  there  may  be  some,  perhaps,  from  the  coming 
of  people  to  Boston  to  do  busines-  and  the  natural 
increase  of  the  city.  But  we  do  not  want  to  make 
our  taxes  so  hi^'h  as  to  drive  them  away  again,  which 
will  be  the  inevHable  result  if  we  go  extravagantly 
into  these  large  expenditures.  Mr.  Chairman.  I 
have  already  made  my  remarks  longer  than  I  in- 
tended. I  did  intend  to  say  something  about  the 
voice  of  the  press,  and  had  an  excellent  article  from 
the  Transcript,  but  I  suppose  you  have  seen  it.  There 
is  one  little  piece  in  the  south  Boston  Inquirer  which 
has  been  sent  to  every  Alderman,  1  suppose.  That 
paper  has  been  very  much  exercised  on  the  subject  of 
parks,  and  last  Saturday's  issue  has  an  article  on 
tlie  question.  I  will  not  read  the  whole  of  it,  but 
the  gist  of  it  S  that  an  Alderman  has  no 
right  to  vote  against  parks.    The  paper  says : 

"What  right,  then,  has  a  member  of  the  govern- 
ment to  hesitate?  What  right  has  he  to  discuss  the 
propriety  of  a  commission  with  the  execution  of 
which  he  has  been  entrusted?  Those  who  do  it  fail  to 
properly  conceive  their  duty.  It  was  not  to  decide 
whether  these  parks  shall  be  established  that  these 
Aldermen  were  elected,  but  it  was  to  establish  them, 
that  they  were  chosen.  They  were  told  that  the  people 
of  Boston  desired  a  system  of  Public  Parks,  and  to 
provide  them  is  a  part  of  their  duty.  The ,  question 
of  granting  these  parks  has  been  passed  upon,  and 
the  Alaermen  have  no  right  to  discuss  that  phase  of 
the  subject,  for  it  was  settled  at  the  ballot-box,  and 
therefore  has  not  been  submitted  to  them.  An  Alder- 
man has  no  right  to  vote  against  a  park  at  Roxbury, 
at  City  Point,  or  elsewhere,  because  he  is  of  the 
opinion  .hat  it  is  not  needed.  The  people  have 
already  decided  *hat  question,  and  declared  that 
they  are  needed,  and  that  they  shall  be  cteated 

"It  is  time  to  know  who  these  men  are,  that  their 
acts  may  be  discussed,  and  that  they  may  be  con- 
signed to  f orgetf ulness  in  political  graves  of  their 
own' construction.  The  people  want  to  know  their 
names,  and  when  solemnly  they  are  called  upon  to 
make  their  record,  'ettbem  be  remembered,  and  let 
them  remember  that  their  political  life  is  forever 
ended,  amid  the  execrations  of  those  they  have 
shamefully  betrayed." 

As  to  that,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  does  not  trouble  me  at 
all.  In  this  same  paper  I  find  another  most  excellent 
article.  It  is  too  loug  for  me  to  read  the  whole,  as  I 
am  aware  I  have  taken  up  more  than  my  share  of 
time.  This  article  is  headed  "the  modern  govern- 
ment devil."  It  goes  on  to  tell  oE  the  great  changes 
in  the  goveruients  ot  Europe,  how  liberty  was  sup- 
posed to  be  on  the  increase  generally,  and  cites  all 
the  improvements  an''  advances  made  in  government 
in  Europe  and  this  country .  die  abolition  of  slavery, 
etc.,  and  then  shows  that  after  all  we  are  no  better 
off  than,  we  were  before,  that  we-have  a  devil  that  is 
eating  us  up.    I  will  read  but  a  short  extract: 

"The  oln  dynasties  persecuted  opinions;  as  the 
peasant  had  no  political  ideas,  he  escaped  and  lived 
happily.  The  new  system  persecute*  the  poor  with 
the  merciless  severity  of  those  who  'devour  widows' 
houses.'  The  old  order  wanted  its  own  way;  the  new 
order  wantsmoney,  always  money.  Theold  devilhada 
ready  way  of  crushing  out  new  opinions;  the  new  devil 
is  simply  a  thief —he  steals  under  the  forms  of  law, 
but  he  cuts  clear  to  the  bone,  nevertheless.  In  our 
country,  a  vast  margin  of  plenty  in  land,  mines  and 
woods  has  given  us  exemption  for  the  greater  part; 
but  we  have  towns  ruined  by  taxation;  and  stealing 
by  law,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  people,  is  the 
nasty  vice  that  rankles  in  our  life  and  will  defeat  all 
our  hopes,  if  we  cannot  find  a  way  to  unite  against 
thieving  at  large  and  to  protect  the  poor  from  the 


consequences  of  their  own  support  of  politica 
scoundrels." 

Verily,  consistency  thou  art  a  jewel.  I  hope  the  Al- 
dermen will  excuse  me  for  taking  so  much  of  their 
time.  I  have  more  that  I  wanted  to  say,  but  I  will 
not  say  it  now. 

Alderman  Breck — I  am  sorry  that  the  Alderman 
who  h«>s  just  taken  his  seat  takes  such  a  distressing 
view  of  all  the  public  improvements  now  before  the 
city,  and  that  may  possibly  come  before  it  in  the  fu- 
ture. He  speaks  of  the  bridges  necessary  to  be  built, 
including  the  Charlestown  bridge  and  the  widening 
of  old  ones,  of  the  bridges  on  the  Back  B  y.  These 
are  public  improvements  that  are  a  necessity;  they 
must  he  oone,  whether  we  like  to  appropriate  and 
spend  money  for  them  or  not.  In  regard  to  the 
Back  Bay,  there  isn't  a  member  of  this  board  or  a 
citizen  or  this  city  but  knows  that  improvement 
is  a  source  of  income  to  the  city  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be  until  every  particle  of  the  debt  is  wiped 
out,  and  we  shall  ultimately  have  a  large  balance  to 
the  credit  of  the  measure.  The  Alderman  speaks  of 
taxes,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  that  thej  are  .$25  or 
$26  on  a  thousand.  That  may  be  But  they  tax 
property  differently  in  Boston.  Here  we  pay  a  per- 
sonal tax;  merchants  pay  taxes  on  their  merchandise. 
In  New  STork,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  they  are 
not  taxed  in  that  way,  but  on  real  estate.  I  do  not 
know  what  their  valuation  is,  but  they  raise  their 
taxes  on  real  estate.  I  do  not  know  what  the  experi- 
ence of  other  Aldermen  has  been  during  the  last 
four  or  five  weeks  since  this  matter  has  been  speci- 
ally assigned  for  consideration,  but  mine  bas  been 
such  that  1  am  fully  convinced  that  ninety  per  cent, 
of  the  people  of  Boston  favor  parks  because  they 
will  bring  health  to  the  city,  and  au  increased  valua- 
tion to  tbe  property  "-here  'hey  are  located.  I  be- 
lieve the  best  thing  we  can  do  to-night  is  to  vote 
favorably  upon  ali  the  park  schemes  before  us. 

Alderman  Frost — 1  hope  the  Alderman  did  not  un- 
derstand that  I  am  opposed  to  these  bridges  and 
other  public  improvements  I  mentioned.  I  intended 
to  characterize  them  as  public  necessities,  and  to  say 
that  I  am  in  favor  of  providing  the  actual  necessi- 
ties of  life,  before  indulging  in  luxuries. 

Alderman  Breck — I  really  did,  from  the  tone  in 
which  he  spoke,  and  from  the  words  he  used, 
think  that  he  regretted  that  we  are  obliged  to  spend 
anything  for  streets,  bridges  and  other  improve- 
ments. 

Alderman  Slade — I  want  to  say  a  few  words  in  re- 
gard to  this  matter.  It  is  of  such  importance  that 
every  Alderman  ought  to  give  it  fair  consideration. 
It  is  some  twelve  or  fifteen  years  siuce  the  matter  of 
parks  was  brought  before  us  to  vote  upon.  The  ques- 
tion was  parks,  or  no  parks.  That  was  before  much 
annexation  had  taken  place,  when  Boston  was  a  very 
much  smaller  city  than  it  is  to-day.  A  ma- 
jority of  the  people  voted  in  favor  of  parks,  and  I 
was  with  that  majority.  When  I  came  Into  this 
board  five  years  ago  the  subject  of  parks  came  before 
us  as  it  is  to-day.  I  did  not  then  forget  what  my 
feelings  and  opinions  were  when  I  voted  upon  the 
question,  but  I  felt  that  the  scheme  then  before  us 
was  larger  than  we  ought  to  undertake  at  that  time. 
Everybody  was  pleading  povertv.  The  question  was 
narrowed  down  to  the  establishment  of  the  Back 
Bay  Park,  which  was  voted  for,  partly  as  a  sanitary 
measure,  and  partly  for  public  convenience.  I  voted 
for  that,  and  also  for  the  South  Boston  Park,  and 
there  it  stopped.  I  was  in  the  City  Council  when  the 
Public  Garden  was  laid  out,  and  voted  to  retain  that 
for  a  public  ground.  A  gentleman  who  lived 
on  the  street  opoosite  took  Die  to  task  the  next 
day  for  voting  as  I  did,  saying  it  could 
be  cut  up  into  house  lots,  and  telling  how 
much  money  it  would  bring.  To-day  I  do  not  regret 
voting  for  tlie  Public  Garden  aud  Back  Bay  Park. 
We  know  that  the  taking  of  land  in  that  section 
from  the  property  pressing  itself  upon  the  market 
to-day  will  largely  increase  the  value  of  the  sur- 
rounding property.  There  is  no  question  bat  what  the 
property  around  that  park  could  be  sold  to-day  for 
tnree  times  as  much  as  it  could  if  we  put  back  the 
mudhole  as  it  was  befere  we  commenced  That  was 
a  profitable  investment  for  the  city.  It  is  admitted 
by  all  that,  it  removes  a  disagreeable  sight,  and 
makes  that  section  a  valuable  "piece  of  property. 
Laud  not  worth  ten  cents  a  foot  at  that  time  is  to- 
day worth  $2  and  $3,  and  all  kinds  of  prices,  accord- 
ing to  its  location.  I  have  been  considering  what  I 
should  do  on  this  question  of  parks,  part  of  the 
time  reasoning  that  I  should  vote  against 
it,  and  part  of  the  time  that  I  should 
vote  for  it.  We  have  got  to  the  point  to-aay 
where  we  must  act,  and  I  want  to  vote  so  that  I  shall 
not  be  sorry  for  it  if  I  live  many  years  longer.  I  am 
not  sorry  for  the  votes  that  I  have  given  on  this  mat- 
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ter.  It  is  37  years  since  1  became  a  resident  of  Bos- 
ton. There  were  then  about  80,000  inhabitants:  no 
annexation  had  taken  place,  and  the  extreme  south 
End  was  Dover  street;  tue  boys  could  go  anywhere, 
the  lands  all  seemed  to  he  public;  we  could  go  up 
the  canal  to  Cbarlestown  and  go  in  swimming.  To- 
day you  cannot  see  a  toot  of  water  there,  and  if  you 
did  you  could  not  get,  near  it.  Boys  could  theu  go 
uoou  the  land  to  play;  now  you  will  find  a  .-ign  up, 
"No  trespassing;"  "Keep  off  the  grass."  Twenty- 
five  years  ago  vou  could  train  almost  anywhere  in 
South  Boston  with  a  cavalry  company;  nobody  ob- 
jected; yon  could  go  across  the  land,  a:  d  there  was 
no  trouble  about  the  b  ys  playing  on  the  ground. 
Now  that  has  all  gone  by.  I  don't  believe  there 
is  a  tit  place  in  South  Boston  where  the  boys  can 
go  and  play  football  without  being  ordered  off  the 
grass.  We  have  annexed  four  or  five  cities  and 
towns,  and  have  got  to  accommodate  ourselves  to 
that  annexation.  Annexation  has  cost  the  city  of 
Boston  a  great  deal  in  streets,  and  it  will  cost  more. 
We  are  growing  last.  The  time  is  coming  when.  I 
fear,  if  we  do  "not  take  hold  of  this  park  question 
that  we  shall  be  sorry.  We  are  not  now  called  upon 
to  vote  for  the  benefit  of  this  generation,  but  it  is  to 
keep  open  and  public  grounds  for  the  use  of  those 
that  follow  us,  fifty  or  a  hundred  or  perhaps  a  thou- 
sand years  hence.  I  do  not  feel  that  I  can  vote 
against  this  measure.  1  have  always  been  able  to 
keep  a  hori-e  and  could  ride  in  the  suburas  view  tee 
landscape  aii'i  beautiful  gardens  and  flowers,  at 
uiv  leisure.  If  you  go  out  on  the  steam  or  horse 
cars,  you  can  simply  look  over  somebody's  else 
fence,  and  the  first  thing  that  stares  you  in  the 
face  is  "  no  trespassing."  A  boy  or  girl  has  no 
place  to  play;  all  the  oid  play-grounds  seem  to  be 
gone  or  covered  up.  II  we  take  the  West  Roxbury 
Park  1  think  a  hundred  acres  would  be  enough.  If  £ 
was  making  the  selection  I  would  not  lay  out  quite 
so  large  a  park  as  has  been  planned.  But  at  the 
same  time,  I  am  not  going  to  let  this  thing  go  by  de- 
fault, because  so  large  a  plat  of  laud  has  been  taken. 
It  takes  this  land  out  of  the  market  for  all  purposes 
except  for  public  uses,  and  enhances  the  value  of  all 
the  adjoining  property  about  as  much  as  you  take 
out.  There  is  not  much  question  about  that.  It  is  a 
natural  law.  Every  year  since  I  have  been  here  pe- 
titions liave  come  from  different  sections  of  the 
city  to  furnish  play  -  grounds  for  the  boys.  I 
have  been  out  with  the  Committee  on  Common 
three  or  four  years  trjing  to  find  some  place 
where  boys  could  go  and  play,  and  he  off  the 
street.  Nothing  had  been  done  to  the  Com- 
mon when  I  first  cauie  to  Boston.  Where  the  tine 
liuie  pond  is  to-dav,  was  then  a  real  frogpoud;  the 
lower  pait  was  a  swamp  with  cat-o'niue-tails.  and 
flags  growing  wild.  The  horse  and  artillery  com- 
panies had  a  right  to  go  upon  it,  and  there  were  no 
shingles  to  "keep  off  the  glass."  To-day  it  is  in  the 
middle  of  the  most  thickly  settled  part  of  Boston,  or 
a  little  north  of  it,  and  we  have  beautified  it  because 
we  could  afford  it.  It  makes  a  beautitul  place  for 
invalids,  children  and  others  to  go  and  while  away 
an  hour's  time.  Our  Public  Garden  is  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  spots  I  have  seen.  It  would  be  suffi- 
cient as  a  flower  garden  for  the  next  twenty  years, 
or  until  the  city  has  grown  to  such  dimensions  that 
something  of '  the  kind  is  called  for  in  other 
sections.  I  was  in  Chicago  the  other  day. 
I  vi-ited  all  the  parks  they  have.  Chicago  has 
been  wise  enough  to  secure  almost  all  of  the  lake 
side.  Not  a  great  deal  ol  money  has  been  laid  out 
upon  the  grounds.  There  are  some  flowers,  but  a 
sort  of  a  cheap  menagerie  attracts  more  attention 
than  the  flowers.  The  buffalos,  bears  and  prarie 
dogs  are  very  attractive  to  the  children,  and  indeed 
attractive  to  me  as  to  the  children.  If  we 
had  a  menagerie  and  should  put  a  bog  in  it,  1  doubt 
it  ball  the  children  of  Boston  wo  lid  know  whether 
itwasawilu  animal  or  not.  There  are  many  chil- 
dren in  Boston  who  never  saw  a  hog_;  it  would  be  a 
great  curiosity  to  the  in,  and  I  doubt  if  some  of  tbem 
could  tell  whether  it  was  a  hog  or  a  sheen.  Half  the 
children   cannot   tell    whether    pumpkins    gr.iw    on 

,i  on  vines  in  the  ground.  While  on  the 
School  Committee  I  asked  children  where  potatoes 
grew,  and  they  said  on  trees.  1  presume  oue  quar- 
ter of  tne  children  cannot  tell  whether  potatoes  grow 
on  trees  or  in  the  ground.  I  do  not  know  that 
lor  them  to  have  that  information, 
but  sull  I  think  it  wouii  be  a  pleasure  to  them  to 
know  those  things   that  they  cannot   lind  out  otber- 

l  in:  city  of  Boston  is  able  to  purchase  this 
ground.  It  has  the  financial  ability  to  purchase  any- 
thing it  needs.  We  live  not  alone  for  the  dollars  we 
can  save,  or  for  the  mud  we  can  ti  avel  over,  but  to 
enjoy  life  as.  best  we  may.  I  think  we  are  called 
upon  at  thi-  time  to  do  what  lies  in  our  power  for 


the  generations  to  come  as  well  as  for  those  living. 
So  far  as  this  great  scary  expense  ol  the  improve  J 
sewerage  is  concerned,  we  have  not  yet  exceeded 
the  original  estimates  of  the  engineer,  and  I  am  not 
sure  that  we  shall.  We  may  a  trifle,  but  not  much. 
Don't  be  scared  about  the  improved  sewerage. 
Don't  be  scared  about  anything.  We  can  pay 
anything  we  undertake.  I  have  great  hope  for 
for  the  city  of  Boston.  As  I  have  said,  we 
made  these  annexations  and  must  accommodate 
ourselves  to  them.  We  nave  three  or  four  cities  in 
one;  each  seems  to  have  been  built  where  the  paths 
run  from  house  to  house,  and  where  the  cows  went 
from  the  barn  to  the  pasture.  They  seem  to  have 
been  built  just  where  they  happen  to  have  neen.  We 
have  got  to  straighten  all  this  out,  and  the  annexed 
territory  has  got  tn  help  pay  for  it.  As  I  have  said 
before,  it  is  quite  a  step  to  take.  At  times  I  have 
felt  like  voting  against  it.  It  is  probablv  the  last 
vote  I  shall  give  in  this  board  for  anything  that  is  of 
great  cousequence  to  anybody.  If  I  do  not  vote  for 
this  measure,  I  am  afraid  I  shall  be  sonv  tor  it  when 
I  go  away.  I  am  glad  our  forefathers  lerc  the  Com- 
mon. I  don't  think  they  kuew  what  they  were  doing 
when  they  did  so,  but  we  know  what  a  blessing  it  has 
been  to  us.  I  think  we  should  leave  something  behind, 
so  that  those  who  follow  us  in  the  future  will 
bless  us. 

Alderman  Hakleman — I  did  not  intend  to  say  any- 
thing on  (his  subject  thi-  afternoon.  I  believe  we 
have  nearly  all  made  up  our  minds  what  we  should 
do.  The  extracts  read  by  my  friend  on  my  left  have 
set  use  to  thinking  that  perhaps  with  a  rod  like  that 
over  us  it  is  necessary  to  stand  up  and  bs  counted. 
In  considering  matters  of  this  kind,  some  gentlemen 
lose  sight  of  what  should  be  considered  necessary  for 
the  city  of  Boston.  I  consider  this  park  system  just 
as  much  a  necessity  for  Boston  as  new  public  build- 
ings and  bridges.  It  is  true  the  immediate  emergency 
may  not  be  so  great,  but  we  should  realize  that 
we  stand  for  comiDg  generations,  as  has  been  so 
wisely  remarked  by  the  Alderman  on  my  right. 
Some  one  must  act  and  be  responsible  for  fu- 
ture results.  We  must  plant  trees  for  future 
generations.  We  must  secure  the  necessary  land 
and  make  provisions  for  parks  while  we  can. 
It  has  beeu  said  by  many  that  Boston  and  its 
surroundings  are  all  one  park.  It  is,  and  it  is  for 
us  to  endeavor  to  keep  It  so.  We  are  growing  rap- 
idly, filling  up  the  vucantspaces,  and  unless  we  make 
Erovision  for  certain  spots  tor  breathing  place?  years 
ence,  it  will  soon  be  too  late.  I  am  sorry  to  see, 
what  is  perhaps  an  overloading  of  the  park  question, 
by  adding  certain  weights  that  might  be  postponed 
nntil  another  time.  It  these  schemes  are  all  adopt- 
ed, otheis  will  be  brought  forward.  Everybody 
wants  a  park  of  his  own.  The  line  must  be  drawn 
somewhere.  I  am  satisfied  to  vote  for  every  one  of 
the  present  schemes,  but  if  anything  else  should  be 
brought  np  during  this  year,  I  think  I  would  not  go 
farther.  The  warmest  eulogies  this  afternoon  ap- 
pear to  have  been  given  to  the  West  Roxbui  y  Park 
and  the  South  Boston  Marine  Park.  I  look  upon 
those  as  the  least  important  of  the  number.  It 
is  true  that  they  are  desirable  and  should  be  had,  but 
they  are  purely  for  the  pleasure  of  the  people,  and 
we  "are  perhaps  overlooking  some  others  that  are 
necessary  in  a  sanitary  sense.  A  circular  has  beeu 
left  on  the  desks  of  the  ..lderinen  that  I  believe 
should  be  read  in  this  connection.  It  is  in  reference 
to  the  Muddy  river  improvement,  and  I  will  read  au 
extract: 

"To  the  foul  condition  of  Muddy  River  between 
Boston  and  Brookline,  the  filth  of  which  flows  down 
to  the  Back  Bay  and  West  End  of  tue  city,  mav  be 
traced  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever  now  prevailing 
in  Ward  22,  Boston,  and  in  Brookline  village. 

"In  confirmation  of  this  is  the  following  statement 
by  the  physician  and  agent  of  the  Board  of  Health 
in  lironkliue: 

"'We  have  been  suffering  from  an  epidemic  of 
typhoid  fever  for  the  last  four  weeks,  there  having 
been  u  iwans  of  twenty  caae=  and  eight  deaths. 
With  only  twu  exceptions  these  cases  have  occurred 
in  that  part  ot  the  town  known  as  tne  " Marsh"  and 
"Kimball's  Farm."  All  other  localities  have  been 
entirely  free  from  the  trouble  with  the  twu  excep- 
tions above  mentioned,  and  it  is  quite  probable  that 
in  one  of  these  instances,  at  least,  it  was  contracted 
on  the  lower  ground.  Ten  of  the  cases  anil  two 
deaths  have  occurred  on  Brookline  avenue,  which 
runs  parallel  to,  and  very  near  Muddy  Brook. 
Downer  street,  which  also  runs  parallel  to 
the  brook,  hut  on  the  Boston  side  of  the 
line,  is  similarly  afflicted,  but  in  a  less  degree.  A 
very  laige  proportion  of  the  cases  have  occurred  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  brook,  and  nearly  all 
on  the  low  ground  through    which  it   runs.     The 
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stream  is  filthy   beyond  description,  and  the  stench 
arising  from  it  at  times  almost  unbearable. 

"  'G.  K.  Sabine,  M.  D.' 
•'  'Broohhne,  October  3, 1881.' 

"Population  is  rapidly  increasing  on  the  shores  of 
this  filthy  stream.  It  adequate  measures  are  not 
soon  adopted  to  improve  and  purity  the  coudition  of 
Muddy  River,  is  it  not  likely  to  he  a  constant  source 
of  epidemics  liable  to  spread  through  the  city  and 
be  largely  fatal  beyond  its  borders?  As  a  sanitary 
measure  the  improvement  of  Muddy  River  is  of 
vital  necessity." 

The  Back  Bay  Park  staods  in  a  similar  position. 
Previous  to  the  tilling  in  that  was  a  mud  marsh  or 
swamp;  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  health  of 
the  city  that  it  should  be  tilled.  The'  same  state  of 
things  exists  along  the  Charles  River.  Th'<se  flats 
should  be  filled  and  a  sea  wall  run  out  so  as  to  keep 
the  channel  full  at  all  times.  The  Alderman  has  al- 
ready referred  to  rne  dumping  ground'  which  the 
Charles  River  embankment  would  give  us,  and  he  a 
source  of  great  econumy  to  the  Health  Department. 
I  think  these  immediate  improvements  rigbt  in  the 
city  are  the  most  important,  and  should  be  attempted 
at  once.  The  West  Roxbury  Park  should  be  secured 
before  the  settlements  become  thick,  and  while  the 
land  can  he  obtained  at  a  couiparatively  small 
cost.  But  I  agree  with  the  Aldermen  that  no  other 
expense  should  be  incurred  for  mauy  years.  We  can 
carry  all  these  schemes  if  we  dou't  go  at  it  too  rap- 
idly. Some  one  must  plant  the  trees,  and  I  am  will- 
ing to  go  upon  record  as  laying  out  work  for  those 
who  succeed  us.  I  do  not  believe  in  dodging  ques- 
tions of  this  kind,  by  shoving  them  upon  the  next 
Oity  Government,  as  has  been  done|belore,  and  as  1 
have  no  doubt,  many  would  like  to  do  now.  It  is 
a  very  weak  way  of  treating  questions  like  this.  It 
is  proper  that  we  should  go  before  the  people  doing 
what  we  think  best.  I  believe  a  majority  of  the  tax- 
payers are  willing  to  contribute  their  share  towards 
developing  what  we  lay  out  the  groundwork  for.  There 
is  another  reason  why  I  shall  vote  for  tbese  schemes. 
Because  I  believe  the  Park  Commissioners  are  wor- 
thy, honest  gentlemen,  who  will  act  in  this  matter  in 
a  proper  way,  and  that  there  will  be  no  jobbery 
connected  with  the  various  park  projects.  I  have 
faith  in  them  because  I  think  they  are  a  higher  grade 
of  men  than  we  generally  get  in  the  management 
of  public  works.  I  hope  their  successors  will  be  of 
the  same  character.  The  first  cost  of  tue  property 
is  not  so  great.  Take  the  various  improvements 
called  for  by  the  city.  It  is  not  s.lways  ihe  first  cost, 
but  it  is  the  manner  of  carrying  out  our  improve- 
ment?, that  eats  up  our  means.  For  instance,  you 
lay  out  a  street  at  great  cost  in  the  first  place  for 
land.  By  the  time  you  get  it  ad  fixed  and  sand- 
papered, the  Sewer  Department  comes  in,  rips  it  up 
and  lays  a  sew^r.  After  that  is  done,  and  the 
street  sand-papered  again,  the  Gas  Company  rips 
it  up  and  lays  pipes,  and  then  it  is  ripped  up  again 
when  the  horse  cars  come  along.  After  the  vari- 
ous departments  have  interfered  with  each  other, 
and  squandered  a  large  amount  of  money  uselessly, 
we  begin  to  settle  down  to  work.  Had  we  a  Board 
of  Public  AVorks  the  various  departments  would 
work  in  harmony  instead  of  at  cross  purposes,and  our 
improvements  would  be  completed  at  a  great  sav- 
ing of  money.  Tbat  is  where  the  leaks  are.  There 
is  not  au  Alderman  ueie  but  knows  a  dozen  in- 
stances of  that  kind.  It  is  time  this  system  of  petty 
management  was  stopped,  eaeh  department  working 
at  cross  purposes  ami 'speeding  money  without  ref- 
erence to  the  others  that  have  just  as  "much  interest 
in  the  improvement.  The  quicker  we  look  at  this  in 
a  business-like  way  and  do  the  city's  business  as  any 
well-managed  corporation  would  do,  the  quicker  we 
will  reduce  our  taxation.  There  is  an  enormous 
waste  in  nearly  every  department  from  the  want  of 
proper  business  management. 

Alderman  Slade— I  am  sorry  the  Alderman  brings 
in  matters  that  have  no  connection  with  the  parks.  I 
do  not  want  to  discuss  such  matters. 

Alderman  Haldeman — It  has  a  very  great  connec- 
tion. We  are  voting  j,  million  and  a  half  dollars  ior 
the  first  step  in  a  great  improvement,  and  it  will  be 
perhaps  over  50  years  before  it  is  completed.  I  say 
the  reason  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  this  is  because  I 
have  faith  in  the  Park  Commissicnets.  Were  these 
improvements  to  be  made  by  the  various  city  com- 
mittee- I  would  not  vote  for  one  of  them. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  did  not  purpose  saying  a 
word,  but  the  discussion  has  neen  so  genetal,  that 
I  feel  it  a  duty  to  say  something.  I  am  one  directly 
interested  in  the  West  Roxbury  Park,  although  I 
have  no  serious  objection  to  the  others.  Each  one 
has  its  friends,  and  ot  course  1  wish  to  respect  the 
good  opinions  of  my  associates.  The  improve  nient 
of    the    sanitary    condition     of     Muddy    River    is 


embraced  in  this  scheme,  the  Alderman  has 
alluded  to  it,  but  very  little  has  been  said  in 
regard  to  the  sanitary  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  the  West  Roxbury  Park.  In  *  sauitarv  point 
of  view  I  consider  that  the  most  important  park  we 
have  before  us.  If  the  Alderman  who  opened  this 
discussion  in  opposition  to  this  scheme  would  go  out 
there  any  pleasant  Sunday  afternoon  he  would  be 
astonished  to  see  so  many  ot  his  constituents  out 
there  on  the  ground  ranging  about  the  roads  and  by- 
ways without  having  an  opportunity  to  get  on  to  the 
land.  The  district  from  JNorfolk  street,  near  what 
is  called  Codman's  Church,  to  a  mile  and  a  half  or 
more  beyond,  where 'he  grounds  are  not  planted,  is 
covered  with  people  every  pleasant  Sunday  after- 
noon. Then  striking  across  and  going  over  towards 
Seaver  street  he  will  find  thousands  of  people  there 
every  pleasant  Sunday.  Where  do  thev  come 
from?  From  the  West  End,  the  North  End, 
the  South  Cove,  and  all  the  localities  which  are 
densely  populated  and  have  no  open  spaces.  You 
will  find  more  people  from  those  part- of  the  city 
than  any  other.  They  go  there  tor  fresh  air.  For 
sanitary  purposes,  I  consider  the  taking  of  the  "West 
Roxbury  Park  a  more  important  measure  than  the 
others.  My  own  regret  is  hat  we  shall  not  take  a 
larger  tract  than  we  propose  to.  It  will  not  be  five 
years  before  every  member  of  this  board  who  is  alive 
will  see  that  we  shall  make  a  mistake  in  not  taking  a 
thousand  acres  and  perhaps  more.  The  growth  of 
the  city  is  tending  in  tbat  direction.  It  is  all  solid 
land,  a  desirable  neighborhood  to  live  in.  If  the  Al- 
derman on  mv  right  would  spend  more  time  in  driv- 
ing over  tne  suburbs  he  would  see  the  vast  improve- 
ments going  on  rapidly;  bouses  being  built  because 
the  railroad  facilit  es  for  getting  in  and  out  are  ex- 
cellent; it  is  high  ground,  pure  air,  and  everybody 
goes  out  there  for  a  little  recreation.  Ponr  people 
who  can  raise  a  few  pennies  to  pay  their  car 
fare  take  their  children  and  go  out  there  Sunday 
aftemoors.  Nice  houses  are  going  up,  and  taxable 
property  increasing,  because  it  is  a  healthy  neighbor- 
hood. The  only  regret  I  have  is  that  the  proposed 
West  Roxbury  Park  is  too  small,  and  hy-and-by  the 
valuation  will  have  increased  so  that  you  cannot  get 
it.  It  will  not  be  long  before  we  shall  aave  10  go  still 
farther  for  parks.  The  South  Boston  Park  is  for  a 
seaside  resort.  I  do  not  suppose  so  many  people  will 
go  there  in  cool  days  with,  east  winds,  as  will  to  the 
other  park.  But  I  believe  tbat  a  park  system  is 
something  it  is  our  duty  to  provide  for  the  future.  In 
a  little  while  we  sball  all  pass  away,  but  there  aie 
boys  and  girls  growing  up  now,  and  when  they  be- 
come men  and  women  tbey  will  go  to  tbese  parks, 
and  enjoy  the  pure  air  and  the  sanitary  advantages 
of  such  a  system.  Although  we  talk  about  the  ex- 
pense being  large,  it  is  not  very  large,  taking  it  all 
together.  I  do  not  believe  a  single  Alderman  will 
regret  vcting  for  it. 

Alderman  Frjst — I  want  to  say  just  one  word 
more.  I  do  not  see  where  the  great  lioeiaiity  to  our 
children  comes  in,  if  we  are  going  ;o  buy  these  parks 
and  mortgage  them  for  their  benefit.  I  own  a  house 
that  some  of  n  y  children  may  live  in  after  I  am 
gone,  but  I  did  not  buy  it  until  I  was  able  to  pay  for 
it.  It  would  not  be  making  a  wise  provision  for  my 
children  to  buy  houses  and  lands,  pay  nothing  for 
them,  and  leave  the  debt  for  them  to  pay.  I  am  as 
willing  to  vote  money  for  any  necessary  object,  or 
that  is  shown  to  be  a  necessity  for  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton, as  any  Alderman  at  this  board.  Idon'tknowbut 
I  would  vote  for  all  these  schemes  it'  you  would  apree 
to  put  it  into  the  lax  levy  for  the  next  two  years,but  I 
do  not  believe  in  buying  property  and  leaving  the 
payingfor  it  to  future  generations.  I  do  not  think  it  is 
honorable,  fair  or  right,  or  usingcommou  discretion. 

Alderman  Woolley — I  did  not  propose  saying  an\- 
thing  on  this  park  question.  I  feel  somewilat  in  tlie 
position  of  tbe  member  from  Cranberry  Centre  in 
the  legislature,  and  must  say  I  cordially  endorse 
what  has  been  said  both  for  and  against  narks.  As 
several  members  have  made  a  specialty  of  advocat- 
ing parks  in  their  immediate  vicinity,  it  is  no  more 
than  my  duty  to  say  a  word  in  favor  of  the  small 
amount  asked  for  in  the  district  which  I  represent. 
The  amouno  is  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  in  propor- 
tion it  will  buy  a  larger  park  than  any  other  sum 
mentioned  in  these  orders.  To  members  who  have 
spoken  in  favor  of  parks.  I  will  only  say  that  I  hope 
they  will  see  their  way  clear  to  vote  for  one  and  all 
the  schemes  and  not  leave  out  any  because  it  is  small. 
East  Boston  is  differently  situated  from  any  other 
section,  being  isolated.  Our  people  could  get  to  the 
West  Roxbury  Park  for  a  small  sum  of  money,  but  it 
will  take  considerable  time,  being  a  long  way  off. 
Poor  people  do  not  have  the  time  to  spare  that  it  will 
take  to  get  there.  I  only  want  to  piit  in  my  feeble 
plea  for  the  East  Boston  Park. 
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Alderman  Slade — I  intended  to  make  my  remarks 
cover  all  the  parks  called  for.  I  hope  we  will  take 
the  whole.  It  1  supposed  that  members  in  this  board 
were  going  to  vote  tor  one  or  two  and  not  for  the 
rest,  I  would  vote  to  drop  the  inaiter  where  u,  is.  1 
trust  (he  board  will  look  at  these  orders  as  one  com- 
plete system. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  want  to  tbsuk  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  for  the  beautiful  ventilation 
they  have  given  us  to  eDable  me  to  make  m.v  re- 
marks. Now,  sir,  we  are  told  bv  one  member  that 
the  City  of  Boston  never  was  in  snch  beautiful  con- 
dition financially  as  to-day.  I  say  amen  to  that,  and 
I  add,  uiav  we  keep  her  so.  1  propose  to  take 
up  a  few  of  ihe  measures  to  which  we  stand  pledged, 
although  they  bave  been  pretty  well  shown  by  one 
or  two  members.  We  have  ou  hand  the  improved 
sewerage,  wliicb  I  will  assure  you  is  no  small  matter. 
Although  they  tell  us  it  may  not  exceed  the  amount 
appropriated,  allow  me  to  say  that  in  my  opinion  it 
will  go  millions  of  dollars  beyond  the  appropriation 
made  unless  some  more  specific  action  can  betaken 
to  manage  this  enormous  expenditure.  So  much  for 
the  sewer— millions  of  dollars  Isay.  Now,  sir,we  come 
down  to  a  place  which  we  bought  a  few  years  ago 
called  the  Back  Bay — a  beautiful  deoosit,  sir,  is  that 
for  the  funds  of  the  tax-payers.  We  don't  need  any 
place  of  deposit  in  this  ball.  There  you  have  got 
millions  of  dollars  to  spend  yet.  I  told  a  gentleman 
the  other  day  five  millions  of  dollars  wouldn't  finish 
it;  he  was  an  ex-Alderman,  and  he  said,  "Curtis, 
it  will  cost  six  millions  to  finish  the  Back 
BavPark,"  One  million  has  been  spent  to-dav  ly- 
sines what  it  cost  to  imv  it.  Anu,  sir,  the  necessities 
of  Boston:  it  took  ten  millions  to  carry  on  the 
City  "1  Boston  tbis  year,  and  yet  your  Sewer  De- 
partment bus  come  in  and  said  tbeir  money  is  all 
gone,  and  they  need  more.  What  does  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Paving  say?  They  must  dis- 
charge every  man  for  want  of  money.  What  does 
your  School  Committee  say?  Scboolhouses  almost 
without  number  must  be  built.  You  know  the 
Charlestown  bridge  must  be  rebuilt,  whatever  it  may 
cost.  Then  go  on,  sir,  to  what  you  said  i::  relation 
to  the  different  things  which  Boston  must  neces- 
sarily carry  out,  and  in  my  judgment  you  cannot  get 
along  another  year,  any  way  vou  caa  tix  it.  short  of 
twelve  millions  of  dollars  to  do  your  business.  Now, 
sir,  it  is  very  curious  to  ine  to  see  gentlemen  at  this 
board  «lide  so  beautifully  around  from  the  West 
Roxbury  P<rk  to  the  beautiful  views  from  the 
South  Boston  .Marine  Park,  and  not  touch  any 
of  the  mndholes.  They  can  talk  about  the 
West  Roxbury  Park  and  the  South  Boston 
Marine  Park,  hut  they  keep  clear  of  all  the 
mudholes.  No  set  of  men  could  have  brought  the 
Back  Bay  mudhole  to  the  condition  it  is;  thai  could 
only  be  done  by  going  to  a  large  corporation,  and  the 
corporation  of  the  city  of  Boston  was  the  only  one  to 
do  it.  It  would  bave  remained  there  until  time  went 
out  of  sight  unless  some  big  corporation  like  the  City 
of  Bost  n  took  hold  of  it.  I  don't  know  but  it  was 
well  tbat  the  city  did  take  bold  of  it.  Well,  sir, 
gentlemen  slide  down  so  nicely  from  the  West  Rox- 
bury Park  to  South  Boston.  The  gentleman  says 
they  ask  for  a  small  sum,  only  $100,000.  Is  it  not 
proper  to  look  at  what  comes  alter  tbat  .$100,000.  It 
will  cost  the  City  of  Boston  a  million  of  dollars  to 
build  a  sea  wall  around  tbat  park,  and  it  will  oost  a 
million  to  fill  up  that  mudhole,  and  then  what 
have  you  got?  It  will  all  grow  from  this  little 
seed,  "$100,000.  That  is  where  we  ar=  going. 
Are  we  ready  to  appropriate  $2,000,000  for  that 
little  spot  over  on  South  Boston  Point?  I  pro- 
pose to  take  these  as  I  go  along,  lam  not  going  to 
skip  over  them.  The  South  Boston  f1afs  are  needed 
for  another  purpose.  Wharf  property  is  scarce  to- 
day in  Boston  ;  not  an  inch  can  you  get,  and  all  that 
South  Boston  water-front  you  must  bave  for  wharf 
property.  Look  at  your  great.  New  York  &  New 
EnglaDft  Railroad  property;  it  was  astonishing  to  see 
bow  many  slips  the;  built  that  many  thought  never 
would  be  used.  An  officer  over  there  told  >ie  there 
was  not  an  inch  to  spare,  that  live  sf  earners  lay  at 
one  of  those  slios  at  one  time,  three  weeks  ago. 
The  property  which  my  South  Boston  frieod  wants 
to  take  for  a  park  is  needed  tor  wharf  purposes. 
That  is  the  reason  1  bring  this  thing  un  I  want  to 
look  a'  the  bottom  of  it.  I  want  to  know  whether  I 
am  able  to  put  the  roof  upon  my  house  before  I 
liuild  the  foundation.  All  the  gentlemen  in  south 
Boston  are  not  for  that  park.  One  gentleman  says 
they  are  harassed  to  death  every  Sundav  now,  and  if 
we  give  them  20'  acres,be  don't  know  what  they  will  do. 
We  know  it  because  we  have  had  to  put  extra  police- 
men down  there  every  Sunday  to  keep  the  people 
going  there  from  killing  each  other.  Now,  sir,  I 
am  going  ov«r  to    East  Boston.     East   Boston  is    as 


mild  and  modest  as  ever;  you  know  by  the  looks  of  the 
gentleman  that  he  would  not  ask  anything  improper. 
I  do  not  say  he  noes.  Nothing  would  please  me  bet- 
ter than  to  vote  for  a  park  in  East  Boston  if  you 
would  give  us  a  piece  ot  upland.  If  you  have  not 
a  piece  of  upland  in  East  Boston  for  me  to  vote  for, 
I  will  not  /ote  for  the  East  Boston  Park. 

Alderman  Woolley— The  site  picked  out,  and 
which  will  probably  lie  selected,  gives  upland. 

Alderman  Curtis — Hie  plan  before  me  gives  thir- 
teen acres  ot  upland  out  of  seventy-six  for  the 
park.  Tlie  rest  is  marsh  and  flats.  Haven't  we 
tilled  enough  marsh  and  flats  in  the  City  of  Boston? 
How  can  we  till  that  up  if  we  don't  have  a  sea  wall? 
I  will  give  way  to  the  gentleman. 

Alderman  Wooliey — The  marsh  and  flats  the  gen- 
tleman refers  to  have  been  picked  out  by  a  few  ot 
the  residents  of  East  Boston.  The  piece  of  ground 
recommended  before  the  Park  Commissioners  is  in 
connection  with  tbe  reservoir  and  entirely  uplaiK., 
and  would  not  necessitate  any  sea  wall. 

Alderman  Curtis — Then  the  map  before  us  is 
deceptive.  How  can  we  vote  upon  the  East 
Boston  Park  now,  not  kuowing  where  it  is  ;o  be? 
If  tbe  gentleman  will  pick  us  out  a  piece  of  upland 
and  not  give  us  another  mudbolt  to  till  up,  twill 
vote  for  bis  tit'y  thousand  dollars,  because  that  is 
the  extreme  part  of  the  city.  The  people  cannot  take 
cars  and  ride  out  to  West  Roxbur\  easily.  But  you 
must  give  us  some  upland.  Therefore  if  hesavstbe 
park  oo  the  plan  is  not  the  one  we  are  to  buy,  I  don't 
see  hut  I  have  got  to  stop  on  Knst  Boston. 

Alderman  Hersey— Will  the  gentleman  give  way 
one  moment  while  I  demolish  his  sea  wall  for  South 
Boston?  I  do  not.  believe  there  is  a  necessity  for  a  sea 
wall.  The  Commonwealth  shows  a  sea  "all  on  their 
plans  for  tlie  improvement  of  South  Boston  flats,  and 
if  there  is  need  of  one  the  Commonwealth  wili  liuild 
it,  and  tlie  city  will  not  be  obliged  to  do  so.  If  wharf 
property  becomes  so  scarce  it  will  be  a  good  specula- 
tion for  the  city  to  own  those  fiats  when  they  become 
necessary  fur  commercial  purposes  A  sandy  shore 
or  a  riprap  wall  will  make  a  better  feature  of  the 
landscape  than  a  sea  wall,  which  is  a  luxury  we  can 
dispense  with. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  don't  propose  to  go  into  a 
speculation  blindfold,  or  to  run  the  city  into  a  mil- 
lion and  a  halt  dollars  debt,  thinking  the  State  will 
relieve  it.  Why,  sir,  if  we  pass  this  order  to  buy  this 
piece  of  land  in  South  Boston  with  ouly  six  acres  of 
upland,  you  would  not  live  in  this  hall  six  months 
before  tiiere  would  be  a  petition  from  interested  par- 
ties to  grade  your  park,  and  the  gentleman  knows  it. 
Now,  sir,  I  want  to  go  to  the  Charles-river  embank- 
ment, not  a  mudhole,  hut  a  deposit  for  the  taxpayers 
of  Boston  to  dump  their  money  into.  One  gentleman 
tells  us  it  is  a  place  of  deposit  tor  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. Why,  sir.  a  little  piece  of  land  was  taxed  for 
ten  thousand  dollars, and  tbe  city  bought  it  torseventy- 
fivethousann,  and  you  can  dump  a!1  the  ashes  you  want 
to,  and  vou  wouldn't  know  where  it  bad  gone.  Three 
hundred  thousand  dollars  is  a  moderate  sum  for  the 
Charles-river  embankment.  It  is  said  we  may  be  fifty 
years  m  building  i'.  Wasboston  every  fifty  years 
completing  a  job  it  got  into?  It  may  be  on  some  of 
these  jobs," but  it  is  not  likely.  You  cannot  fill  up 
the  Charles-river  embankment  short  of  two  millions 
of  dollars.  You  pay  $300,000  for  the  privilege  of 
spending  two  millions  more.  It  is  within  a  stone's 
throw  of  the  Back  Bav  park,  and  why  should  we 
make  another  park  there?  It  is  beautiful  when  you 
take  up  tbe  plan  and  see  gentlemen  ridmg  in  their 
carriages  and  on  horses,  but  you  must  pay  for  those 
things.  Now  we  come  to  Muddy  river, another  mud- 
bole.  It  is  surprising  to  me  that  the  City  of  Boston 
must  have  four  mudholes  all  at  one  time.  I  cannot 
understand  why  you  must  pick  out  these  mudholes, 
unless  some  parties  are  deeplv  interested  in  getting 
the  scheme  going  so  as  to  spend  the  people's 
money.  So  Muddy  brook  is  to  be  taken 
for  solitary  purposes.  If  you  want  sanitary 
go  out  to  Roxbury  channel;  there  is  sanitary  for 
you.  Year  after  year,  sir,  since  I  bought  that  prop- 
er y  of  the  City  of  Boston  has  it  been  told  me.  we 
will  clear  your  channel  of  the  sewage — oil,  wail,  and 
we  will  clear  it  for  you.  Year  after  year  I  have  been 
told  since  this  big  sewer  started,  when  we  get  our 
pumps  going  we  will  clear  your  sanitary  for  you. 
Take  this  Muddy  river  on  the  sanitary  idea  Two 
o'  three  cases  of  typhoid  fever  in  Urookline.  Where 
is  your  Back  Bay — typhoid  fever  coning  out  of  there 
every  day.  The  doctor  told  one  party  lie  must  leave 
because  he  could  smell  the  sewige  in  his  house,  and 
he  came  next  door  to  me  with  his  typhoid  fever. 
Don't  talk  about  sanitary  ideas  on  that  little  Muddy 
river  when  you  can  smell  what  you  do  ou 
the  Back  Bay.  Tbe  sewage  from  those  small 
Irish    bouses    has     been    turned    into    the     vaul  ts. 
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Hut,  Mr,  there  is  no  question  that  Muddy  river 
has  f;ot  to  come.  Wheo  the  Back  Bay  Park  is 
completed,  Muddy  river  mi'st  come  next.  It  is  just 
as  sure  to  come  as  was  the  annexation  of  Roxbury 
after  we  had  fought  vear  alter  year  not  to  I  sv  her 
annexed  to  Boston.  Muddy  river  is  sure  to  come,  but 
you  don't  want  it  now.  Muddy  river  empties  right 
on  to  the  Back  Bay  Park.  When  that  is  done  Brook- 
Hue  will  be  annexed,  and  then  Muddy  river  must 
come.  There  is  no  question  about  it  in  my  mind.  It 
must  come  then  and  will  come.  I  do  not  propose,  as 
do  some  here,  to  finish  Boston  this  year.  I  cannot 
see  why  we  should  undertake  in  one  year  so  great  a 
work  as  has  been  proposed.  When  we  had  music  on 
the  Common,  ttie  Alderman  on  my  right  said  every 
man  wanted  a  music  stand  in  his  back  yard.  I  will 
reply  by  saying  that  every  man  wants  a  park  in  his 
back  vard.  Now,  sir,  we  come  round  to  the  Arnold 
Arboretum.    That  to  my  mind — 

Alderman  Breck— That  is  not  belore  us. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  will  leive  it.  We  come  to  the 
West  Roxbury  Park.  It  is  so  hot  that  I  cannot  speak 
long,  and  am  going  to  shorten  up.  Now,  sir.  if  the 
City  of  Boston  meaos  business,  and  wants  to  buy  a 
park,  there  is  the  place  for  it.  They  may  say  I  favor 
the  West  Roxbury  Park,  because  I  live  in  that  direc- 
tion. But  when  I  am  talking  city  matters,  I  don't 
talk  that  way.  If  we  mean  to  buy  a  park  for  the 
health  and  pleasure  of  our  citizens,  tne  most  feasible 
thing  is  to  buy  the  West  Roxbury  Park.  In  the  first 
place,  it  is  a  park  in  itself.  People  can  go  there  in  a 
horse  car  for  five  cents,  and  the  time  is  not  tar  dis- 
tant when  there  will  be  another  line  through  Walnut 
avenue.  People  can  take  their  baskets  and  go  out 
there  and  spend  their  time  on  a  beautiful  park.  You 
have  no  tnudhole  thereto  sink  your  money  in.  You 
wiil  spend  your  money  on  solid  land,  made  by  God  and 
not  made  by  man.  It  is  as  near  the  centre  of  Boston 
as  any  place  that  can  be  found.  Population  is  going 
south  and  west,  because  the  land  lie'  that  wav.  You 
have  no  land  behind  yOu.  Why  don't  Charlestown 
ask  for  a  park?  Because  they  have  several  small 
park*  and  have  no  vacant  land.  They  might  manu- 
facture a  little  mndhole  somewhere,  but  I  am  thank- 
ful thev  haven't  a  mudhole,  for  if  they  had  I  don't 
know  but  they  would  want  a  park  theie.  When  yon 
have  bought  your  land  in  West  Roxbury  you  will 
have  spent  a' >out  all  the  money  you  need  to  spend 
there.  Now  as  to  what  we  hive  received  on  the 
Back  Bay:  Now,  sir,  what  are  we  called  upon  to  do? 
We  must  build  an  en giue  house  and  police  station 
.here,  buy  another  piece  of  land  for  $150,000  for  a 
library,  and  then  spend  another  million  for  a  new 
building — another  folly  like  the  one  built,  on  Beacon 
Hill  a  tew  years  ago,  which  we  are  taking  down. 
I  hope  we  shall  not  build  another  one  on  the  Back 
Bay.     We  are  called  upon  to  buy  a  square  for  $150,- 

000  more,  and  there  is  no  eud  to  the  calls  for 
money  to  be  spent  on  the  Back  Bay.  You  don't  know 
what  expense  you  will  be  called  "upon  tor  to  build 
streets.  Oh,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  can  tell  you  something 
about  the  Back  Bay  that  would  make  you  tremble  if 

1  dared  to  speak  of  it,  but  tor  the  sake  of  the  City  of 
Boston  I  will  not. 

Alderman  Breck — I  would  like  to  ask  why  the  Al- 
derman has  not  mentioned  the  Brighton  Park? 

Aldermin  Curtis — Excuse  me;  I  wouldn't  have 
missed  it  for  anything.  You  might  say  the  Brighton 
Park  is  almost  <>ih  of  the  world.  The  Brighton  Park 
is  all  upland  an<i  there  aie  no  conveniences  whatever 
for  getting  to  it.  All  the  gentleman  asks  for  is 
$200,000.  A  few  years  ago  a  gentleman  built  a  nice 
residence  tight  on  the  corner  of  the  park,  got  it 
mortgaged  to  a  bank  in  good  times  for  $25,000; 
another  gentleman  moved  there  and  quietly  left  it, 
and  ftnallv  the  place  was  sold  for  a  dollar  above  the 
mortgage.  The  man  lived  there  as  long  as  the  owners 
of  the  mortgage  would  let  him.  Finally  they  reduced 
the  mortgage  to  $15,000,  and  a  man  has  taken  it  and 
may  liv>  there  six  months  if  they  don't  press  him 
hard  for  rent.  A  gentleman  who  lived  near  that  park 
died  and  left  his  widow  $30,000.  A  sharper  invested 
her  money  for  her  on  that  land  and  she  has  never  re- 
ceived one  cent  until  lately, when  the  city  thought  of 
buying  it  for  a  park,  when  the  parses  came  forward 
and  paid  the  interest. 

Alderman  Breck — I  don't  know  of  any  such  resi- 
dence on  that  place. 

Alderman  Curtis— It  is  Hunnewell's  estate,  right 
on  the  corner. 

Alderman  Breck — The  estate  you  speak  of  is  in 
Brookline. 

Alderman  Curtis — The  gentleman  knows  that  no- 
body wants  a  park  there  I  believe  vou  can  buy  up 
the  whole  land,  houses,  and  everything,  for  $50,000. 
People  there  have  the  reservoir,  with  the  water  to 
look  at  and  a  beautiful  ride  around  it.  Why 
should     we    be    called    upon     to     buy      a     park 


in  that  vicinity  at  this  time.  The  gentleman  talks 
about  the  taxes  and  improvements  made  a  few  years 
ago.  Some  of  us  lived  through  the  hard  times  and 
paid  those  taxes;  but  I  have  uad  many  a  rich  man 
come  to  me  to  get  on  the  list  at  Chardon  street.  I 
can  bring  you  gentlemen  who  were  worth  from  $50,000 
to  $100,000,  who  are  now  poor,  and  many  have  had 
to  sacrifice  their  little  house,  because  there  was  a 
mortgage  on  it,  and  they  could  not  pay  their 
taxes.  Hundreds  and  hundreds  of  poor  men 
have  had  to  surrender  tbeir  little  houses  on  ac- 
count of  our  heavy  taxes.  If  we  have  got  where  we 
are  doing  well  this  year,  let  us  hold  on  to  that,  do 
what  is  necessary  for  the  interests  of  Boston,  and 
not  undertake  to  drive  away  more  rich  men  to  get 
rid  of  their  taxes.  We  have  a  good  many  tax- jump- 
ers; you  will  have  more  when  you  carry  out  these 
schemes.  The  middle  classes  pay  most  of  the  taxes, 
I  believe.  Let  us  see  if  we  cannot  lay  Boston  out, 
do  a  little  this  year,  a  little  next,  and  not  jump  right 
in  to  a  brook  when  we  know  we  are  going  to  be 
drowned. 

Alderman  Breck— 1  did  not  know  before  tbat  there 
had  been  any  speculation  in  Brighton  around  tie 
proposed  park.  The  plan  was  made  some  six  or 
seveu  years  ago.  The  land  embraces  two  hundred 
acres  of  great  variety  of  scenery,  rocks,  hills  and 
glens.  A  path  has  been  opened  through  it  by  the 
owner,  and  he  invites  people  to  go  tnere.  Nature 
has  done  everything  for  it.  The  Charles  river  branch 
goes  within  a  shor  distance  of  it,  and  the  other  rail- 
roads win  no  doubt  run  there  as  soon  as  it  is  laid  out 
for  a  park. 

The  order  for  the  West  Roxbury  Park  was  p  assed 
Yeas  10,  nays  2. 

Yes— Aldermen  Breck,  Caldwell,  Curtis,  Halde- 
man,  Hersev,  O'Brien,  Slade  Tucker,  Wbitten, 
Woolley-10. 

Nays- Aldermen  Frost,  Viles — 2. 

The  order  for  the  South  Boston  Marine  Park  was 
passed.  Yeas  9  nays  3;  A  dernian  Curtis.  Frost  and 
Viles  voting  nay. 

The  order  for  the  Brighton  Park  was  passed,  yeas 
9,  nays  3,  Aldermen  Curtis,  Frost  and  Viles  voting 
nay. 

The  order  for  the  Charles-river  embankment  was 
rejected  lor  want  of  a  two-thirds  vote,  yeas  7,  nays 
5,  Aldermen  Caldwell,  Curcis,  Frost,  Hersey  and 
Viles  voting  nay. 

The  order  for  the  Muddy-river  improvement  was 
rejected,  yeas  7,  nays  5,  tor  want  of  two-thirds,  the 
Aldermen  voting  the  same  as  on  the  last  vote. 

Alderman  Curtis  objected  to  the  East  Boston  Park 
order  on  account  of  the  discrepancy  of  the  plan  and 
the  statement  of  Alderman  Woolley. 

Alderman  Woolley  explained  the  location  again, 
and  said  it  had  been  most  favorably  considered. 

Alderman  Curtis  moved  to  amend  so  that  the  Park 
Commissioners  should  buy  up  land  for  the  East  Bos- 
ton Park. 

Alderman  Frost  thought  if  they  were  going  to 
make  the  selection  it  should  be  done  by  the  Park 
Comm'ssioners. 

Alderman  Woolley  said  the  East  Boston  Trade  As- 
sociation had  recommended  a  site,  but  Le  did  not 
understand  that  the  Park  Commissioners  had  selected 
any. 

Alderman  O'Brien  said  the  commissioners  had 
made  no  selection,  and  thought  they  could  be  en- 
trusted with  the  matter. 

Alderman  Curtis's  amendment  was  adopted,  and 
the  order  for  the  East  Boston  Park  was  passed,  yeas 
9,  nays  3  Aldermen  Frost,  Haldeman  and  Viles  vot~ 
ing  nay. 

Alderman  O'Brien  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
passage  of  the  West  Roxbury,  City  Point,  Brighton 
and  East  Boston  Park  orders",  hoping  it  would  not 
prevail. 

Alderman  Curtis  objected.  The  matter  ought  to 
rest  and  let  members  have  a  chance  to  consider  it 
further. 

Aklerman  O'Brien  said  it  was  late  in  the  year,  or 
he  would  be  happy  to  accommodate  the  Alderman. 

Alderman  Haldeman  said  he  voted  against,  the  last 
orc.er  because  the  amendment  took  it  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  which  he  would 
consider  a  refleciion  uDon  their  judgment. 

Alderman  Woolley  said  he  understood  the  Park 
Commissioners  favoied  the  site  he  nad  explained. 

Alderman  Curtis  said  the  amendment  was  no  re- 
flection upon  the  commissioners. 

The  reconsideration  was  lost.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  O'Brien  moved  to  reconsider  the  votes 
by  which  the  Charlss-river  embankment  and  Muddy- 
river  improvement  orders  were  rejected,  'hoping  it 
would  prevail.  He  desired  to  give  members  who 
had  voted  against  it  further  time  to  consider  it. 

Alderman  Curtis  hoped  the  reconsideration  would 
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be  voted  down.    The  course  of  Alderman   O'Brieu 
di  J  not  seem  to  be  exactly  fair. 

Aldermau  Hersey  uaovea  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Curtis  said  be  hoped  they  would  meet  it 
now,  and  if  any  one  wanted  to  change  his  vote  he 
could  do  so. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed,  yeas  8,  nays  4, 
Aldermen  Curtis,  Frost,  Hersey  and  Vile.-  voting 
nay. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Caldwell  further  consid- 
eration of  the  two  orders  reconsidered  was  specially 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

THE    ELECTION  BETDBKS. 

Al  I  ;rn;an  Slade  moved  that  a  committee  of  three 
be  appointed  to  examine  the  returns  at  the  State 
election  to-morrow.  Carried,  and  Aid  nnen  Slade, 
Whitten  and  Haldemau  were  appointed  said  com- 
mittee. 

THE  ARNOLD  ABBORETUM. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  loliowing,  which 
were  sent  down,  the  Chairman  stating  that  t';e  other 
branch  had  a  special  Committee  on  the  Arnold  Ar- 
boretum, and  the  petitions  would  uudoubteuly  be 
referred  to  that  committee:  * 

To  tne  Hon.  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston: 

The  undersigned,  tax  payers  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
believing  that  the  proposition  now  nefore  your  Hon- 
orable Body,  with  reference  to  the  Arnold  Ar- 
boretum offers  to  the  city  the  opportunity  of  obtain- 
ing at  a  cost  relatively  trifling,  a  property  of  great 
value  as  a  place  of  healthful  recieatiou,  and  the  free 
use  for  the  i  eople,  of  an  important  educational  in- 
stitution, certain  to  be  of  lasting  benefit  to  the  whole 
country  in  fostering  an  industry  of  great  prospective 
national  importance,  and  of  thus  aiding  to  the  fame 
and  influence  of  the  city,  as  well  as  to  its  substantial 
advantages  as  a  place  of  residence,  urgently  pray 
that  it  may  be  at  once  adopted. 

Boston,  October  31, 1881. 
Kidde-,  Peabodv  &  Co.,      Win.  C.  Strong, 
Lee,  riiggiuson  &  Co.,         Leander  Wetberell, 
H.  H.  Huunewell  &  Sons,  Francis  B.  Hayes, 


Frederick  L.  Ames, 
James  L.  Little, 
Oris  Nortrns?, 
Amos  A.  Lawrence, 
Jordan,  Marsh  &  Co., 
Sidney  Bartlett, 
John  C.  Phillips, 
T.  Jefferson  Coolitlge, 
John  Cu  minings, 
C.  F.  Hovey  &  Co., 
Geo.  C.  Richardson, 
Wni.  Gray, 
Joshua  i:.  Sears, 
C.  O.  Whitmore, 
Jacob  C.  Kogers, 
Sarah  E   Lawrence 

by  A.  A.  L.,  Attorney, 
W,  Amory, 
Little,  Brown  &  Co., 
J.  W.  Kalch, 
Hirvev  D.    Parker  &  Co. 
Natti'l  J.  Uradlee, 
Wm.  H.  Finnev, 
Francis  V.  lialch, 
W.  Minot,  Jr., 
Minot,  Hooper  &  Co., 
Geo.  W.  Fowle, 
M.  H.  Norton, 
John  C.  Hovey, 
Chas.  H.  H.  Breck, 
P.  B.  Hovev, 


John  L.  Bremer  &  Co., 
Thus.  T.  Bouve, 
John  A.  Burnbarn, 
Jas.  H.  Beal, 
Joseph  M.  Wigbtuian, 
J.  Ingersoll  Bowdbcb, 
M.D.  Boss, 
C.  M.  Clapp, 
Rohert  C.  Billings, 
Weston  Lewis, 
Ja*.  Wentworth  Brown, 
Cornelius  Wellington, 
Charles  T.  Barry, 
;j.  F.  Jewett, 
:  Miner,  Beal  &  Hackett, 
'J.  T.  Bailev, 
F.  W.  Lincoln, 
Chas.  W.  Slack. 
I  Paul  D.  Wallis, 
'Joseph  F.  Paul, 
William  Carpenter, 
L.  .VI.  ham, 
Geo.  F.  Field, 
James  G.  Haynes, 
Narh'l  Cummings. 
I Charles  Whittier, 
J.  E.  Taylor, 
|  James  R.  Putnam, 
Patrick  Norton, 
Wm.  H.  Spooner, 
Amas  Bates. 


Massachusetts  Horticultural  society,  i 
Boston,  Nov.  5, 1881.  I 

To  the  HonorJble   the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 

Boston. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Horticultural 
Society,  held  this  day. the  following  votes  were  unan- 
imously passed: 

Voted.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Massachusetts 
Horticultural  Society,  that  the  proposi-d  arrange- 
ment between  Harvard  College  and  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton, for  the  joint  occupancy  of  the  Arnold  Arbore- 
tum, will  give  to  the  C'ty  of  Boston  and  the  whole 
country,  a  free  educational  institution  of  great  value, 
through  which  the  popular  taste  for  the  cultivatiou 
and  study  of  trees  and  the  science  of.  forestry  will 
l>c  fostered  and  increased. 

Voted,  That  tne  Seeretaiv  send  a  copy  of  theabove 
to  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
tou. 

Robert  Manning, 

secretary  MasB.  Hort.  Soc. 


the  high-service  water  supply. 

Akle-ruian  Caldwell  presented  the  following: 

City  of  Boston,  city  Hall,     i 
Boston   Water   Board   Office,  ! 
November  7,  1881.        ) 
To  the  City  Council. 

The  Water  Board  have  in  their  annual  reports 
to  the  City  Council  of  several  years  past,  called 
attention  to  the  necessity  for  new  high-service 
works  and  m  their  last  annual  report  said:  ,-An 
appropriation  tor  constructing  new  high-service 
works  will  be  asked  for  at  an  early  date."  The 
board  herewith  transmit  the  City  Engineer's  es- 
timate of  the  cost  of  such  works  as  it  is  deemed  ad- 
visable to  build,  and  as  the  estimate  was  accom- 
panied by  an  explanatory  report  the  board  tracsunt 
the  communication  oi  the  City  Engineer  in  full. 

In  addition  to  the  reasous  which  have  been  eiven 
heretofore  for  the  building  of  these  works  the  board 
would  state  that  there  has  been  great  complaiutfrom 
residents  of  the  district  closely  bordering  upon  the 
high-service  limits  of  an  insufficient  supply  or  water 
especially  whenever  in  extreme  co'd  or  hot  weather 
the  consumption  has  been  large  on  the  low  service. 
This  difficulty  can  onlv  be  remedied  by  lowering  the 
hiali-service  line  and  increasing  the  area  supplied 
from  the  high-service,  or  by  increasing  the  number 
of  mams  leading  from  Chestnut-Hill  Reservoir  to 
the  city.  Tne  laying  <f  one  new  main  at  a  large  ex- 
pense has  but  just  been  completed,  and  the  com- 
plaints have  been  on:y  slightly  abated  thereby,  and 
the  board  foresee  that  unless  the  new  high-service 
works  are  soon  nui't  the  demand  for  another  main 
will  soon  become  imperative. 

The  'ward  would  therefore  respectfully  ask  for  an 
appropriation  for  the  building  of  these  works,  in 
accordance  with  the  City  Engineer's  estimate  of  cost, 
and  also  for  authority  to  construct  the  works:  and 
preliminary  thereto  would  request  the  City  Council 
to  accept,  the  act  of  the  legislature  authorizing  their 
construction;  such  construction  being  necessary  to 
render  the  act  operative,  as  specified  in  section  5  of 
the  act.  Boston  Water  Board, 

Bv  Leonard  R.  Cutter, 
Chairman. 

Office  of  City  Engineer,  City  Hall,  i 
Boston,  Oct.  17th,  1881.     J 
Leonard  R.  Cutter,  Est]..  Chairman  of  Boston  Water 

Board. 

Dear  Sir, — The  necessity  for  new  lngh-sevice  works 
has  been  recognized  by  the  present;  Water  Board, 
and  those  which  have  preceeded  it  ever  since  the 
careful  investigation  and  report  of  the  former  City 
Engineer,  Mr.  Jos.  P.  Davis.  (City  Doc.  No.  117, 
1875.)  This  necessity  has  been  tided  over  until  the 
present  time  by  temporary  expedients,  such  as  the 
Brighton  high-service  works,  and  the  addition  of  the 
3,000,000  gallons  Wcrthmgton  pumpingeugine  at  the 
Highland  Pumping  Station,  and  also  by  a  refusal  to 
exlend  the  high-service  system  except  where  it  was 
imperatively  demanded.  It  is  nor,  I  think,  necessary 
for  me  to  repeat  in  this  communication  my  reasons 
for  recommenoing  earlj  action  to  be  taken  for  the 
construction  of  these  works.  They  are  contained  in 
my  reports  of  the  two  past  years  to  your  hoaro.and 
have  been  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  receive 
your  indorsement. 

The  necessary  authority  for  construction  has  been 
obtained  from  the  legislature,  provided  the  act  is  ac- 
cepted by  the  City  Council,  and  I  have  in  accordance 
with  your  request  made  the  rollowing  estimate  of 
the  cost  of  construction,  etc.,  ot  siicu  portions  of 
the  scheme  as  are  in  my  opinion  demanded  at  the 
present  time.  The  plan  of  the  works  is  substantially 
that  reco:uinended  by  Mr.  Davis,  a  more  complete 
study  not  sugge.-tiug  any  very  material  change  ex- 
cent  in  the  location  ot  one  of  the  reservoir-,  bat  the 
estimate  ot  cost  is  less,  as  it  does  not  include  the 
present  construction  of  the  entire  works  as  contem- 
plated by  him. 

In  making  the  estimate  I  have  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  necessity  for  a  new  eight  million 
gallon  pumping  engine  at  the  Mystic  Pumping 
Station,  and  propose  to  utilize  the  five  million  gallon 
engine  which  it  will  replace  as  a  relief  engine  at 
these  works.  This  can  be  safely  done  as  for  quite  a 
number  of  years  the  reservoir  capacity  in  addition 
will  be  sufficient  to  tide  over  any  emergency  that  is 
liable  to  arise  from  an  accident  to  the  regular 
engine. 

L's/intate  of  Cost. 
F.ngine  buildings,  wells,  engine  foundations,  etc.  .8149,000 
One  engine  capacity   10,000,000  mis. . 75,000 

'■    relief"        "  5.000,000    •'     18,000 

(Based  on  using  one  of  Mystic  Primp  ftng.J 
Lands  and  reservoir  (No.  1/  capacity  15,000,000 

gallons 169,0  00 
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Land  damages  lor  reservoir*  (No.  3)  and  pipe 

lines 28,000 

Pipe  mains  (force  and  supply) 237,000 

#676,000 
Add  10  per  cent,  tor  superintendence,  engineer- 
ing and  contingencies 67,600 

Total #743,600 

I  estimate  the  time  tor  completion  to  be  two  years 
from  Jan.  1882,  and  the  amount  which  could  be  ad- 
vantageously expended  dur.ng  the  present  financial 
year  at  $150,000. 

Respectfully, 

Henry"  M.  Wightman, 

-       City  Engineer. 

•These  reservoirs  are  design  ted  as  Nos.  1, 2  and  3.  No. 
2  is  the  Parker-Hill  Reservoir,  which  is  already  built. 

Ordered  printed  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Water. 

THE  THERMO-ELECTRIC  LIGHTING  APPARATUS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Lamps,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  "The  Thermo  and  Electric  Gas  Light- 
ing Company,"  that  the  city  adopt  its  patent  process 
and  give  a  contract  for  five  years  for  lighting  the 
streets  of  the  city,  »espectf  ully  reoort —  That  they  have 
given  the  subject  careful  consideration  and  are  of 
opinion  that  no  material  saving  can  be  made  in  the 
amount  of  gas  consumed  by  the  adoption  of  the  ap- 
paratus. The  petition  estimates  the  saving  in  cost  of 
lighting  and  care  of  the  lamps  at  an  average  of  seven- 
ty-five cents  per  lamp  per  annum,  or  a  round  sum  of 
seven  thousand  five  h  unrii  ed  dollars  on  the  present 
number  of  gas  lamps  should  the  application  be  ex- 
tended over  the  entire  city,  against  whicD  the  city 
would  be  subjected  to  the  additional  source  of  an- 
noyance and  expense  by  the  removal  and  relaying  of 
pavement  in  the  public  streets.  Tne  committee  bav- 
ins this  subject  under  consideration  having  received 
a  proposition  from  "The  Thermo  and  Electric  (ias 
Lighting  Company"  referring  to  the  petition  pre- 
sented, saying: 

"We  will  light,  extinguish  and  clean  free  ot  any 
charge  to  the  City  of  Boston  such  an  area  of  from 
two  to  five  miles  of  lamps  as  may  be  mutually  agreed 
upon.  The  application  shall  be  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  if  you  desire 
it.  Should  you  wish  at  any  time  to  discontinue  our 
method  of  lighting,  we  would  have  our  fixtures  re- 
moved and  your  tips  replaced  within  twenty-four 
hours  after  we  had  receipt  of  such  notice." 

The  committee  recommend  the  petitioners  have 
leave  to  withdraw  on  their  proposition  foi  a  contract 
and  the  passage  of  the  accompanying  order: 

Oidered,  That  "The  Thermo  and  Electric  Gas 
Lighting  Company"  be  granted  permission  to  test 
their  apparatus  by  its  application  to  all  the  public 
lamps  located  in  the  city  proper  on  the  territory 
north  and  easi  ot  the  centre  of  Prince  street,  from 
Causeway  to  Hanover  street,  and  the  middle  of  Han- 
over street  from  Prince  to  Commercial  street,  the 
said  application  to  be  "tiee  of  any  charge"  and  un- 
der the  supervision  of  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps. 
For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Chairman. 

The  order  was  passed. 

BROADWAY  EXTENSION. 

Alderman  Caldwell  offered  an  order  that  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  authorized  to  execute  a  lease 
to  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Corporation  of  the 
laud  under  the  elevated  portion  of  Broadway  bridge, 
between  Lehigh  street  and  the  channel,  for  the  pe- 
riod of  five  years  from  November  1,  1881,  at  an  an- 
nual rental  of  $800.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

permits  for  stables. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  board: 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  to  occupy 
stables  as  follows: 

Charles  Simmon,  Sumner  street  rear  74,  Ward  2. 

Mai-k  Got, gins,  Lexington  street  corner  Border 
street,  Ward  2. 

A.  H.  Allen,  22  North  Mead  street,  Ward  4. 

J.  I.  Caldwell,  101  Dorchester  avenue,  Ward  13. 

Jasper  Stone,  Walnut  and  Bunker  Hill  streets, 
Ward  4. 

John  W.  Stafford,  Earl  street,  Ward  15. 

E.  Presinger,  170  Cabot  street,  Ward  19. 

John  B.  Payson,  Payson  avenue,  Ward  24. 

James  A.  Kemp,  65(5  Dorchester  avenue,    vVard  15. 

Sebastian  Souimer,  4  Vinton  street,  Ward  15. 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions to  accupy  stables  as  follows: 


Geo.  G.  Fore,  Lynde  street,  rear  64  Washington 
street,  Ward  5. 

Ellen  E.  Ryan,  Saratoga  street,  near  Trumbull 
street. 

Frank  Hubert,  12  Heath  place,  Ward  21. 

Severally  accepted. 

sewers. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  lollowing  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers: 

Order  to  build  a  sewer  in  Heath  place,  between 
Menden  and  Walden  streets. 

Alderman  Viles— It  may  appear  singular  that  the 
committee  bring  in  an  order  to  build  a  sewer 
when  they  have  no  money,  but  this  is ,  to  correct  the 
phraseology  of  a  previous  order.  The  sewer  has 
already  been  built. 

The  order  was  passed. 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  report  troji  the  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  ot  Buildings  on  the 
part  of  the  board,  in  favor  of  granting  pej  mit  to  lo- 
cate electric  lights,  as  follows: 

Chamberlin  &  Currier,  to  project  two  electric 
lights  from  front  of  395  Washington  ,-treet. 

Accepted. 

PERMITS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 
Alderman  Whitten  submitted  a  report   from  the 
Committee  on   Steam  Engines  in  favor  of  granting 
permits  to  locale  and   use  steam  engines  by  Daniel 
Farrar,  83  Hampden  street. 

Lockwood  Manufacturing  Company,  73-79  Sumner 
street,  East  Boston. 
Accepted. 

PERMIT  TO  TEST  FIREARMS. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order — That  leave  be 
granted  by  this  boara,  so  far  as  it  has  authority,  to 
G.  W.  Turner  &  Ross  to  discharge  firearms  (for"  the 
purpose  of  testing  the  same)  upon  the  marshes  east 
of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  in  Dorchester,  provided 
permiss  on  be  first  obtained  from  the  owner  of  the 
land;  that  the  pieces  shall  be  discharged  over  the 
water,  and  that  this  privilege  sball  be  subject  to  the 
directions  of  the  Captain  of  Police  Division  INo.  11. 
Passed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving: 

Order — Granting  permission  to  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners to  erect  for  temporary  use  a  telegraph  pole 
in  the  sidewalk  on  State  street  at  the  northeast  cor- 
ner of  the  old  State  House,  on  the  condition  that  it 
be  removed  whenever  the  repairs  now  in  progress 
shall  have  advan  ed  sufficiently  to  allow  the  wires  to 
be  replaced  on  said  building.    Passed. 

Reports  and  orders  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of 
estates  of  Herbert  Nash,  249  and  251  Newbury  street. 

Thomas  Jackson,  Cabot  street,  corner  Sumner 
place. 

Stephen  Hammond,  267,  271,  288  and  294  Dudley 
street. 

Wm.  M.  Brooks,  291  Dudley  street. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  following  peti- 
tions : 

Francis  Roynes  et  als.  for  a  crosswalk  on  Ferrin 
street  at  end  of  Bates  street. 

A.  D.  Mowry  aud  al.  for  a  crosswalk  on  Warren 
street  at  Maywood  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

Report  and  order  for  hearing  on  Monday,  Nov 
28th  inst.,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  petition  of  the  High 
land  Street  Railway  for  location  of  traces  in  North 
ampton  street.    Order  passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  Amer- 
ican Rapid  Telegraph  Company  to  erect  telegraph 
poles  in  the  street-  of  this  city  as  follows,  viz. :  Rox- 
burv  District— Palmer  street,  between  Eustis  and 
Washington  streets,  seven  poles;  Ruggles  street,  be- 
tween Washington  and  Parker  streets,  twenty-five 
poles;  Parker  street,  between  Kuygies  street  and 
Longwood  avenue,  nine  poles;  Longwood  avenue, 
between,  Parker  and  Vila  streets,  twenty  poles; 
Francis  street,  between  Vila  street  ai.d  Brookline 
avenue,  four  poles;  Brookline  avenue,  between  Fran- 
cis street  and  the  Brookline  line,  eight  poles.  Brigh- 
ton District — Washiugtou  street,  between  the  Brook- 
line line  and  Parsons  street,  thirty-three  poles;  Par- 
sons street,  between  Washington '  street  and  North 
Beacon  street,  twenty-five  poles;  North  Beacon 
street,  between  Parsons  street  and  the  Watertown 
line,  rive  poles;  said  poles  to  be  placed  on  said  streets 
in  the  positions  designated  by  red  do's  on  plans 
drawn  by  Crafts  and  Forbes,  civil  eugineers,  dated 
Aug.  9. 1881,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Streets. 
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This  permit  is  granted  upon  condition  that  said 
American  Rapid  Telegraph  Company  shall  first  give 
to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing,  satisfactory  to 
the  City  Solicitor,  saying  harmless  said  city  against 
any  and  all  claims  for  damages,  costs  or  expenses, 
for,  or  on  account  of,  or  in  any  way  growing  out  of 
the  erecting  or  maintaining  oi  said  poles  on  said 
streets.  Also  upon  condition  that  the  wires  shall  be 
placed  on  said  poles  not  less  than  twenty-five  feet 
from  the  ground,  and  that  said  poles  shall  be  kept 
well  painted  and  in  good  condition  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  that  the  name 
of  said  company  shall  he  distinctly  painted  on  the 
cross-bars  occupied  by  company  on  said  poles.  Also 
upon  condition  that  said  conip«ny  shall  allow  the 
Fire  and  Paving  Departments  of  this  city  the  exclu- 
sive use  of  the  top  cross-bar  and  upper  portion  of 
each  pole  for  the  purpose  of  putting  wires  thereon, 
without  expense  to  the  city.  Also  upon  condition 
that  said  company  shall  agree  not  to  remove  the 
poles  located  by  this  order  without  permission  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  shall  agree  to  remove  said 
poles  whenever  ordered  so  to  do  by  said  board. 

Alderman  Curtis  moved  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Slade — They  are  very  anxious  to  have 
those  poles  erected.  They  have  got  to  the  point  men- 
tioned in  this  petition,  and  the  committee  have 
looked  over  the  ground  pretty  well  and  can  see  no 
objections  to  it. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  moved  to  lay  on  the  table  for 
good  reasons.  X  do  not  feel  like  discussing  it  to- 
night. 

The  order  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Rtpoits  and  orders  for  edgestones  in  front  of  es- 
tates of  John  B.  Rjan  on  Mill  street,  between  Ash- 
land and  Commercial  streets.    Orders  passed. 

Order  to  build  fences  on  both  sides  of  East  Ches- 
ter park,  from  Swett  street  to  Boston  street,  and  a 
plank  walk  on  the  northerly  side  of  said  street,  esti- 
mated cost  $3500. 

Alderman  Woolley  moved  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Slade— This  order  was  given  to  me  just 
before  the    board  met.    It  is    absolutely  necessary 


that  those  feoces  -nould  be  built.  It  is  upon  the 
portion  of  East  Chester  park  which  has  just  been 
completed.  The  fences  should  be  built  before  the 
winter.  Mr.  Harris  gave  me  the  order.  I  showed  it 
to  Alderman  Tucker,  and  Alderman  Woolley  wasn't 
here.  I  intended  to  sbowit  to  him  also  before  it  was 
presented.  That  is  the  explanation  of  it.  It  can  go 
ovei  if  the  Alderman  desires  to  have  it. 

Alderman  Tucker — About  five  minutes  before  the 
Aldermen  were  called  to  order,  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  showed  me  the  order.  The  gradiDg 
is  all  completed,  and  it  is  very  necesary  to  have  the 
fences  built.  The  only  question  in  my  mind  was  where 
the  plank  should  be  laid,  and  it  was  agreed  that  it 
should  be  on  the  north  side,  on  account  of  the  snow 
blowing  off  that  side  most.  I  thought  that  was  the 
proper  place  for  it. 

Alderman  Curtis — Is  there  not  some  obligation 
that  the  street  be  graded  and  the  fences  built  before 
January  first? 

Alderman  Slade— There  is  an  obligation  that  it 
shall  be  done.  The  Tmly  hurry  is  that  the  ground 
may  lreeze  very  soon,  and  if  it  does  he  will  not  be 
able  to  set  the  poles. 

Alderman  Woolley — The  explanation  is  perfectly 
satisfactory,  and  I  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  order  was  passed. 

PROPOSED  SEWERAGE  COMMISSION. 

Alderman  Haldeman  offered  an  order — That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the  Gen- 
eral Court  at  its  next  session  for  the  passage  of  an 
act,  authorizing  the  appointment  of  three  commis- 
sioners to  hold  office  for  a  term  of  three  years  at  a 
salary  not  exceeding  $5000  per  annum  each ;  said  com- 
missioners, in  conjunction  with  the  Superintendent 
of  Sewtrs  and  the  City  Engineer,  to  constitute  a 
board  to  be  known  as  Sewer  Commsssioners,  who 
shall  take  charge  of  all  matters  pertaining  to  the 
sewer  department  of  the  city,  including  the  con- 
struction of  the  improved  system  of  sewerage.  Read 
once  and  laid  over. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings   of  the  Common  Council. 
NOVEMBER   lO,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  7%  o'clock  P.  M.,  Charles  E. 
Pratt,  President,  in  the  chair. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Whitrnore,  of  Ward  12, 
the  President  ordered  a  call  of  the  roll,  with  the  fol- 
lowing-result: 

Present— Barry,  Beal,  Bowker,  Boyle,  Brimbecom, 
Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Cotton,  Dana, 
Deuney,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  FisK,  Folan,  Free- 
man, Gove,  Greenough,  Harding,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hos- 
ley,  Huntress,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Maguire,  Mathews, 
Means,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Mur- 
phv,  Parkman,  Pratt,  Pray,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Ros- 
nosky,  Viles,  Wakefield,  Welch,  Wheeler,  Whitrnore, 
Williams— 46. 

Absent— Bart lett,  Bigelow,  Conlin,  Connell,  Cos- 
tello,  Cronin,  Cummings,  Daly,  Devlin,  C-  F. 
Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  FarwPil,  Fitzpatrick,  Ford, 
McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  j!  McLaughlin, 
McNamara,  Pope,  Powers,  Smith,  Swan,  Teevan, 
Walsh,  Wharton— 25. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

1.  Petitions  of  the  Mass.  Horticultural  Society, 
and  Kidder,  Peabody  &  Co.,  and  others,  in  favor  of 
the  taking  of  the  Arnold  Arboretum.  Severally  re- 
ferred to  the  special  Committee  on  Arnold  Arbo- 
retum. 

2.  Auditor's  monthly  exhibit,  dated  Nov.  3.  (C'Cy 
Doc.  136.)    Placed  on  tile. 

3.  Quarterly  reports  of  City  Clerk,  Overseers  of 
the  Poor  and  Inspectors  of  Lighters.  Severally 
placed  on  file. 

City  Solicitor. 

Certificate  of  the  election  of  Augustus  Russ  as  City 
Solicitor,  instead  of  Andrew  J.  Bailey,  chosen  by  the 
Common  Council. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rosnosky,  of  Ward  16,  an  elec- 
tion was  ordered. 

Committee  to  collect  and  count  votes:  Messrs.  Lov- 
ell of  Ward  1,  Bar  v  of  Ward  16,  Rosnosky  of  Ward 
16,  Eddy  of  Ward  24. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wharton,  of  Ward  11,  the  roll 
was  called,  with  the  following  result: 

Present— Barry,  Bartlett,  Beal,  Bowker,  Boyle, 
Brimbecom.  Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp, 
Connell,  Cotton,  Cummings,  Daly,  Dana,  Denney, 
Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy, 
Emery,  Farwell.  Fisk,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Free- 
man, Gove,  Greenough,  Harding,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hos- 
ley,  Huntress,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Maguire,  MatLews, 
J.'A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  Means,  N.  M. 
Morrison,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Murphy,  Packman, 
Pratt,  Pray,  Quigley,  Roeers  Rosnosky,  Smith, 
Swan,  Teevan,  Viles,  Wakefield,  Walsh,  Welch, 
Wharton,  Wheeler,  Whitrnore,  Williams— 62. 

Absent— Bigelow,  Conlin,  Costello,  Cronin,  Ford, 
McCormick,  McNamara,  Pope,  Powers — 9. 

The  committee  retired  and  presently  appeared, 
ready  to  make  their  report. 

Mr.  Huntress  of  Ward  11— Mr.  Teevan  was  called 
out  of  the  hall  while  the  balloting  was  taking  place, 
ana  if  in  order  I  desire  to  move  that  his  vote  be 
counted. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19—1  also  have  another 
name  to  present  in  a  similar  case.  I  move  as  an 
amendment  that  Mr.  McNamara  be  allowod  to 
vote. 

The  President— If  there  is  no  objection  the  Chan- 
will  entertain  both  motions  at  the  r-atne  time. 

Mr.  Whitrnore  of  Ward  12—1  would  inquire  if 
there  is  anv  precedent  for  the  motion.  I  must 
say  that  it  is  the  most  remirkable  motion  I  ever 
heard. 

Mr.  Huntress— I  withdraw  the  motion  if  it  is  going 
to  cause  discussion. 

Mr.  Maguire  withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  com- 
mittee reported. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 59 

Necessary  for  a  choice 30 

Harvev  N.  Shepard 2 

W.  E.  h.  Dillcwav 3 

W.  A.  L.  DiUoway 1 

Augustus  R'iss 26 

Andrew  J.  Bailey 27 

Blank 1 


There  being  no  choice,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wharton, 
of  Ward  11,  a  second  ballot  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Wharton  moved  that  the  roll  be  called. 

Mr.  Whitrnore  moved  as  an  amendment  that  the 
roll  be  called,  and  that  as  each  member  present  re- 
sponds he  come  forward  and  deposit  his  ballot. 
Adopted,  and  the  ballot  proceeded  as  indicated  by 
the  motion.  Sixty-six  members  answered  to  their 
names,  and  four  were  absent,  viz.:  Messrs.  Bigelow, 
Cronin,  Ford,  Powers. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 66 

Necessary  to  a  choice 34 

Harvey  N.  Shepard 1 

W.  E.  L.  Dilloway 1 

George  L.  Huntress 1 

Augustus  Russ 26 

Andrew  J.  Bailey 36 

Blank 1 

Mr.  Bailey  was  elected  in  non-concurrence.  Sent 
up. 

Puoltc  Parks. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  ttie  following  orders  for  loans,  viz. : 

(1.)  One  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  tailing 
of  lands  for  a  Marine  park  at  City  Point. 

(2.)  Two  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  taking 
of  lands  for  a  park  in  Brighton. 

(3.)  Six  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  taking  of 
land  for  the  West  Roxbury  park. 

(4.)  Fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  taking  of  upland 
for  a  park  in  East  Boston.    (See  City  Doc.  124.) 

The  report  and  oiders  were  read  and  the  report 
was  accepted. 

Mr.  Freeman  offered  the  following  orders  as  sub- 
stitutes for  those  re  orted  by  the  committee: 

Ordered,  That  the' City  Treasurer  be  and  he  here- 
by is  authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  purchase  of  land 
and  flats  required  for  a  public,  park  at  City  Point, 
South  Boston,  embracing  the  territory  wituin  tne 
easterly  line  of  Q  street,  extending  north,  sou  h  and 
east  to  the  Harbor  Commissioners'  line,  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars;  the  bonds  or 
certificates  of  debt  to  be  issued  in  negotiating  said 
loan  to  be  denominated  on  tbe  face  thereof.  "Public 
Park  Loan,"  a'id  to  bear  such  rate  of  interest  as  the 
Committee  on  Finance  may  determine;  and  the  Park 
Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  expend  said 
sum  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  ihat  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby 
is  autboriztd  to  borrow  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  for. the  purchase  of  not  less 
than  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  of  land  for 
a  public  park  in  Brighton,  substantially  in  accord- 
ance with  a  plan  submitted  bv  the  Park  Commission- 
ers in  City  Document  No.  42, 1876,  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars;  the  bonds  or  certificates 
of  ciebt  to  be  issued  in  negotiating  said  loan  to  be  de- 
nominated on  the  face  thereof  the  "Public  Park 
Loan,"  and  to  bear  such  rate  of  interest  as  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  may  determine;  and  the  Park 
Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  expend  said 
sum  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Ordered.  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  hereby 
is  authorized  to  borrow,  uuder  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  purchase  of  an 
amount  of  land  for  a  public  park  in  East  Boston, 
the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars;  the  bonds  or  cer- 
tificates of  debt  to  be  issued  in  negotiating  said  loan 
to  be  denominated  on  the  face  thereof  the  "Public 
Park  Loan,"  and  to  bear  such  rate  of  interest  as  the 
Committee  on  Finance  may  determine:  and  the 
Park  Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  ex- 
pend said  sum  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he 
hereby  is  authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  tbe  purchase  of 
not  le  s  thai  four  hundred  acres  of  land  for  a  public 
park  iu  West  Roxbury.  substantially  in  accordance 
with  the  plan  submitted  by  the  Park  Commissioners 
in  City  Document  No.  42. 1876,  the  sum  of  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars:  the  bond?  or  certificates  of 
debt  to  be  issued  in  jegociating  said  loan  to  be  de- 
nominated on  the  face  thereof  "Public  Park  Loan," 
and  to  bear  such  rate  of  interest  as  tbe  Comuitteeon 
Finance  may  determine;  and  the  Pars  Commission- 
ers are  hereby  authorized  to  expend  said  sum  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid. 

On   motion  of  Mr.  Freeman,  of  Ward  10,  the  sub- 
stitutes were  ordered  printed,  and  further  consider- 
ation  of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned   to  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Council  at  8  o'clock  P.  M. 
Broadway. 

Order  for  the  execution  of  a  lease  tn  the  Boston  & 
Albany  R.  R.  Corporation  of  the  lind  under  the  ele- 
vated portion  of  Broadway  bridge,  between  Lehigh 
street  and  the  channel,  for  five  years,  at  an  annual 
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rental  of  eight  hundred  dollars.    Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

SALARIES. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  Council  considered 
the  ordinance  establishing  the  salaries  of  certain 
citv  officers  (City  Doc.  133),  with  a  proposed  amend- 
ment to  provide  a  salary  for  the  City  Collector  at 
the  rate  of  $5000  per  annum. 

The  question  was  upon  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Greenougn  to  make  the  salary  of  the  City  Collector 
five  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Greenough  withdrew  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Gove,  of  Ward  1,  moved  that  the  whole  ordi- 
nance iu  City  Document  133  be  {referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  conference  on  the  part  of  the  Common 
Conncil  lo  repoit  at  the  next  meeting. 

Mr.  Wharton  addressed  and  was  recognized  by  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  Freeman  asked  that  the  matter  be  passed  over 
as  jiving  rise  to  debate,  which  was  done. 

Later  in  the  session  the  subject  was  again  consid- 
ered, and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ward  21,  fur- 
ther coosidetation    of   the  subject  was  specially  as- 
ligned  to  the  next  meeting  ai  8.30  P.  M. 
PAST    ASSIGNMENTS. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  announce  for  the 
information  of  the  Council  the  past  assignments.  If 
any  member  desires  action  to  be  taken  on  any  of 
them  he  will  say  so,  or  the  Chair  will  pass  them  over. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  Chair  will  not  iDslst 
upon  calling  over  the  list  of  past  assign  meuls,  because 
they  are  in  print  before  us.  Almost,  any  member 
who  has  any  interest  in  tbem  is  on  hand  to  watch 
thein.  I  hope  the  Chair  will  not  push  tin-  reading  ot 
them.  In  a  graat  many  cases  they  are  left  because 
they  are  supposed  to  he  looken  after  hv  certain  mem- 
bers. If  a  member  happens  to  be  out  of  the  room, 
not  knowing  the  course  to  he  taken  be  may  be  taken 
unawares.  On  the  contrary  I  would  aslc  for  the 
order  assigned  to  this  evening,  which  is  in  order, 
calling  for  a  report  on  the  Corliss  engine. 

THE  CORLISS-ENGINE  CONTROVERSY. 

The  Council  took  up  the  special  assignment  for 
this  meeting,  viz.:  Order  asking  for  a  reoort  on  the 
Corliss  engine  controversy. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mi.  Whitmore — I  move  to  indefinitely  postnone. 
When  the  maiter  came  uo  before  it  was  specially 
assigned  to  this  evening,  but  after  I  made  the  motion 
several  gentlemeu  said  they  wished  it  Bad  been  dis- 
posed of  at  the  time,  believing  that  it  was  an  un- 
necessary order,  calculated  to  do  more  harm  than 
good.  For  the  sake  of  testing  the  opinion  of  the 
Conncil  I  move  that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Matthews  of  Ward  2'. — I  trust  ihat  motion 
will  not  prevail.  I  think  there  is  a  feelin  •  in  the 
community  that  we  haven't  had  all  the  light  on  tne 
Corlis3-engine  controversy  that  we  should  have.  The 
chairman  of  the  commi  tee,  voicing  the  unanimous 
sentiment  ot  the  committee,  says  they  do  not  object 
to  reporting  upon  the  sub  ect.  At  the  meetina  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  October  21st,  Alderman 
Slade  said : 

"  The  committee,  as  a  committee,  have  no  objection 
to  reporting  all  ihat  is  on  file  in  regard  to  this 
matter." 

This  being  ihe  ease,  I  think  fhe  committee  should 
report.  I  think  there  is  something  there  that  mem- 
bers of  this  Council  would  like  to  know  at  this  time. 
Besides,  there  Is  a  large  number  of  people  iu  the 
community   who  think  that  something  has  been  kept 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18 — I  hope  this  matter  will  be 
indefinitely  postponed.  The  last  time  we  sent  any- 
body to  get  any  light  on  this  matter  we  sent  the 
whole  Council.  The  bill  for  that  spree  was  about 
ml  we  got  uo  light.  I  hope  it  will  be  indefin- 
itely postponed. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— There  Is  rumor  about  the 
City  that  iti,might  get  for  .$140,00(1,  w!r.it  it  will  pay 
8450,000  for.  I  wou'd  like  to  know  whether  it  is 
correct.  If  any  member  here  is  willing  or  able  to 
say  anything  about  this,  I  would  like  to  hear  it 

Mr.  Hosnosky  of  Ward  1C — 1  would  like  to  know, 
after  the  committee  have  bad  this  matter  in  hand 
four  months  and  been  to  work  at  it,  why  they  didn't 
report.  They  must  have  done  something  during  that 
time,  and  if  the  chairman  is  able.to  teil  us  why  they 
don't  report  I  should  like  to  hear  him.  A  iter  the 
time  and  labor  they  have  given  to  this,  I  think  it  is 
strange  that  we  don't  have  some  report,  and  I  tbiuk 
thi-  is  an  unjust  motion  to  make  after  they  have  had 
the  matter  before  them  for  four  months  and  not 
made  any  report.  If  it  is  from  their  neglect  of  duty, 
I  claim  it  is  time  to  pass  some  such  order  as  this.    I 


don't  think  it  is  right  to  pass  this  motion  until  we 
hear  from  the  committee.  The  committee  has  said 
nothing  abont  it.  I  was  opposed  to  the  motion  io 
indefinitely  postpone  until  we  hear  from  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10.— I  understand  the  seri- 
ous objection  to  passing  the  order  is  that  in  case  a 
suit  is  brought  against  the  city  it  will  embarrass  the 
city.  That  is  a  serious  question  and  should  weigh 
with  the  members.  I  fail  to  see  what  advantage  is  to 
accrue  by  the  passage  of  this  order.  If  a  member 
desires  the  imformation,  I  think  he  can  obtiin  it  all 
by  going  to  the  Engineer's  office.  Therefore,  on  ac- 
count ot  ihe  serious  embarrassment  that  may  occur, 
I  hope  the  motiou  to  indefinitely  postpone  will  pre- 
vail. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1 — 1  was  one  of  those  who  weut 
to  Providence  and  viewed  the  Corliss  pump.  I  had 
an  opportunity  to  see  what  there  was  there.  We 
also  had  an  opportunity  to  view  the  different  valves 
—the  Corliss  and  the  Leavitt  valves.  But  it  would 
hardly  be  proper  for  any  lawyer,  who  is  a  member 
cf  this  Council,  to  vote  to  place  into  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Corliss — to  use  it'  he  brings  a  suit  agaiust  the 
city— tie  evidence  upon  which  the  city  will  rely  in 
its  defence  against  a  suit.  Anybody  employing  a 
lawyer  in  a  suit  would  consider  it  a  breach  of  trust 
for  him  to  show  the  lawyer  on  the  other  side  his  evi- 
dence. Therefore  I  shall  vote  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone this  order,  although  I  think  there  is  a  feeling  in 
the  community  that  they  would  like  to  know  what 
the  inside  of  this  matter  is.  But  taking  all  circum- 
stances into  consideration,  it  is  hardly  advisable  for 
us  to  give  to  the  public  all  the  papers  and  conversa- 
tion, and  talk  that  has  taken  place,  back  and  forth, 
upon  this  matter. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  16  has  called  for  some  statement  from  the 
committee.  I  don't  want  to  make  a  long  statement, 
but  I  am  tired  of  hearing  gentlemen  say  there  is 
something  wrong  about  this  matter.  When  the  time 
comes  the  committee  are  ready  to  stand  up  and  make 
a  fight  and  show  t>. at  they  aid  the  only  thing  that  it 
was  best  for  tbem  to  do.  So  far  as  the  gentleman 
hears  about  the  city  paying  $450,000  for  what  it 
could  have  got  for  $140,000,  I  wou  d  refer  him  to 
the  gentlemau  from  Ward  16,  who  was  a  member  of 
the  committee  when  the  contract  was  made.  Per- 
haps the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  would  like  to 
tell  the  Couucil  why  they  bought  two  Quin- 
tard engines  instead  of  four  Coiliss  eugir.es. 
When  1  first  came  to  the  committee  the  con- 
tract had  been  made  for  two  Quintard  engines 
instead  of  four  C-  rliss  engines.  I  would  like 
to  state  to  the  Council  what  took  place  last  year, 
which  led  to  the  break  with  Mr.  Corliss,  when,  in- 
stead of  talcing  his  four  engines  at  a  cost  of  $108,000 
we  took  two  Worthington  engines  about  which  there 
is  no  question,  aud  which  are  to  cost  $108,000.  The 
talk  about  paying  $450,000  for  what  we  could  have 
had  for  $140,000  is  all  moonshine.  The  talk  about 
the  Quintard  engines  did  not  come  before  this  com- 
mittee, but  before  the  committee  of  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  16  was  a  member.  The  papers 
are  all  in  the  Engineer's  office,  and  can  be  seen  by 
any  member  of  thi9  Council,  or  Mr.  Corliss.  All  the 
talk  which  took  place  was  another  thing.  The  only 
meinDer  of  the  committee  of  this  year  who  had  any- 
thing; to  do  with  the  preliminary  arrangements  with 
Mr.  Corliss  was  the  chairman,  Mr.  Slade.  The  chair- 
man, Mr.  Wightman.  and  Mr  Lee  have  got  together 
all  the  papers  which  related  to  the  case.  Thev  are 
all  printand  can  he  read  to-morrow.  But  that  is  not 
all  tbestory.  That  is  not  what  Mr.  Corliss  wants.  That 
isn't  what  the  Council  want.  But  it  isn't  our  part  to 
refer  to  yvhat  was  said  to  Mr.  Corliss,  or  wnat  he 
said,  and  have  him  use  it  in  court.  If  anybody  thinks 
the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  are  afraid  to 
face  the  music,  I  want  to  deny  it  on  behalf  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16 — I  don't  want  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  to  think  I  had  anything  to  do 
with  putting  up  this  job  on  the  city.  I  was  a  member 
of  the  committee  in  1879.  I  voted  for  this  committee 
to  g.ve  this  information.  They  have  had  the 
matter  four  months,  and  they  have  not  given 
us  any  report.  I  am  not  here  to  show  anv 
favors  to  Mr.  Corliss  and  give  him  a  chance 
to  beat  the  City  of  Boston.  If  I  was  called 
upon  the  stand  I  could  only  say  what  took 
place  in  the  committee  when  Mr.  Corliss  was  author- 
ized to  build  this  engine  for  the  City  of  Boston.  1  do 
no',  blame  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9.  He  only 
oame  upon  the  commit'ee  in  1880,  aud  after  Mr. 
Davis  bad  completed  his  work  be>  resigned  his  po- 
sition. I  claim  that  when  Mr.  Corliss  came  into  the 
committee  n  ran  with  a  different  plan  from  that  of 
the  City  Engineer  he  made  objections,  but  the  vote 
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was  passed  to  give  him  au  opportunity  to  be  heard. 
Experts  were  appointed,  and  by  whom?  The  en- 
gineer of  Boston.  They  came  forward  and  recom- 
mended the  engine  of  Mr.  Corliss.  There  was  a  sav- 
ing of  $100,000.  The  question  was  put  to  the  en- 
fineer  myself,  whether  by  accepting  Mr.  Corliss's 
id  tho  plans  of  the  building  would  nave  to  be  re- 
changed.  The  engineer  said  there  was  no  excava- 
tion commenced  for  the  building,  and  the  only 
change  to  be  made  was  on  paper.  The  first  inquiry 
I  heard  in  1880  was  whether  the  plans  were  to  be 
changed,  and  it  was  given  us  to  understand  that 
nothing  was  to  be  changed.  It  is  true  the  Engineer 
had  no  intention  to  give  the  contract  to  Mr.  Corliss. 
He  was  prejudiced  against  him.  I  don't  appear  here 
tor  Mr.  (jeriiss.  I  never  saw  him  but  once,  wnen  he 
came  before  the  »ominittee  to  explain  his  plans.  But 
unfortunately  for  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewer- 
age, they  had  t  iine  to  bring  in  this  report.  Why,  sir,  at 
the  election  no  member  of  this  committee  may  he  re- 
elected, aDd  then  if  the  engineer  is  defeated,  what 
assurance  will  we  have  that  the  next  committee  will 
be  able  to  handle  the  job.  We  want  this  informa- 
tion. 1  know  the  facts  thoroughly,  but  there  are 
other  members  of  the  Common  Council  who 
don't  know  them.  They  say  the  city  may  be 
sued  by  Mr.  Corliss,  and  that  he  will  take 
the  papers  for  the  case.  But  the  commit- 
tee has  kept  silence,  and  will  not  come  forward, 
and  I  claim  it  is  not  right.  So  matter  what  it  is,  if 
anything  occurs  in  any  department,  especially  in  the 
Department  of  Improved  Sewerage— which  has 
more  power  than  any  other  departments  of  the  city. 
You  see  that  more  than  four  weeks  ago  the  commit- 
tee gave  $90,000  to  one  contractor  wit  hout  coming  to 
the  city  government,  and,  as  I  understand,  there  is 
another  gentleman  to  whom  they  may  have  to  give 
$100,000.  Ifthev  have  the  potvertogive the  other  man 
$90,000  thev  can  give  this  one  $100,000,  because,  as  I 
understand,  he  is  a  go  id  fellow,  ana  as  he  is  one  of 
the  boys  he  ought  to  have  it.  Mr.  President,!  am 
not  standing  here  a  little  aggrieved  because  I  was 
not  placed  on  that  honorable  committee.  At  first  I 
was  a  little  grieved,  because  I  was  on  it  hef  ore  and 
gave  considerable  time  to  it.  Last  year  I 
went  to  the  works  several  times.  I  wanted  to 
see  how  thej  were  getting  along.  I  always  believed 
the  works  were  a  failure.,  that  it  is  an  experiment 
the  City  of  Boston  is  trying,  and  I  claim  we  won't  live 
long  enough  to  use  them.  I  claim  that  this  commit- 
tee should  make  a  report.  Tney  should  come  for- 
ward and  sav  that  they  cannot  make  areport.  I  don't 
care  about  this.  I  should  not  be  in  favor  of  indefi- 
nite postponement  if  the  committee  would  make  any 
report,  or  come  in  and  say  that  they  should  not  be 
called  upon  to  make  a  report. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  declared 
carried. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  doubted  the  vote,  and  on  his  motion 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordeied. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  prevailed,— 
yeas  42,  nays  17. 

Seas— Bany,  Beal,  Bowker,  Brimbecom,  Brown, 
Child,  H.  Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Dana,  Denuey,' 
J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell,  Free- 
man, Gove,  Greenoogh,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley 
Huntress,  Lovell,  Maguire,  McNamara,  N.  M 
Morrison,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Murphy,  Parkman 
Pope,  Pray,  Rogers,  Swan,  Teevan,  Viles,  W:>ke 
field,  Welch,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Whi.more,  Wil 
liams— 42. 

Nays— Bartlett,  Boyle,  Conlin,  Conuell,  Costello, 
Cotton,  Daly,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doiierty,  Polan,  "Lauten, 
Mathews,  McCormiek,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  Mc- 
Laughlin, Quigley,  RosnosUy— 17: 

Absent  or  not  voting— Bigelow,  Cronin,  Cum- 
mlngs,  Fisk,  Fitzpatrick,  Ford,  Harding,  Means, 
Powers,  Smith,  Walsh— 11. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Ward  11,  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

INSPECTION  OF  PROVISIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  'Williams,  of  Ward  11,  called  '.vp  the  past  spe- 
cial assignment,  viz.:  Report  and  order  that  the 
legislature  be  asked  for  such  legislation  as  may  be 
necessary  to  provide  for  the  placing  of  the  Inspec- 
tors ot  Provisions  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  and  to  cause  the  authority  of  such 
inspectors  to  reach  the  source  of  supply  of  provi- 
sions from  adjacent  cities  and  towns.  (City  Doc.  132.) 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon  its 
passage. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  hope  this  will  not  be 
'  passed  without  some  explanation,  as  I  understand  it 
is  a  matter  which  belongs  to  the  Alderuien.  al- 
though this  is  aimed  at  the  Inspector  of  Provisions 
down  at  the  market.  If  so,  we  ought  to  have  some- 
thing  more  than    the  few  words  that   have   been 


spoken  heretofore  in  regard  to  it.  I  have  not  had 
time  to  look  at  it,  and  can  only  trust  to  my  recollec- 
tion from  reading  the  oroiuance  before."  I  should 
like  to  Know  whether  the  Inspectors  are  not  officers 
of  the  market,  and  are  not  particularly  in  charge 
of  the  Board  of  Health. 

Mr.  Williams— I  was  about  to  make  an  explanation 
of  this  order  when  the  gentleman  got  up.  This  mat- 
ter was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Health,  who 
gave  three  full  hearings  to  all  parties  concerned. 
They  put  in  this  order  and  recommendation  without 
any  idea  of  its  being  a  personal  hit  against  any  ote, 
but  simply  as  being  an  improvement  upon  the  pres- 
ent system,  and  placing  the  responsibility  where  it 
onghttogo.  At  present  the  Inspector  of  Provisions 
of  the  City  of  Boston  is  appointed  by  the  Mayor  and 
is  responsible  to  no  one  except  the  Mayor.  He  is,  as 
it  were,  a  department  by  himself,  is  under  nobody's 
charge,  either  of  the  Board  of  Health  or  a  committee 
of  the  City  Government,  and  has  no  one  to  look  after 
him  to  tell  him  now  his  department  should  be  ar- 
ranged and  how  not.  '  In  Brighton  the  Inspector  is 
under  the  charge  of  the  Board  of  Health,  and  there 
has  been  no  troubie  found  with  that  arrangement  at 
all.  It  seemed  to  the  committee  that  the  Inspector 
of  Provisions  in  Bo?ton  should  be  under  the  same 
control  as  the  Inspector  at  Brighton.  In  addition  to 
that,  it  was  shown  to  the  committee  that  a  good  deal 
of  the  worst  meat  we  have  here  in  the  city  came  not 
through  Brighton,  but  through  other  towns  sur- 
rounding Boston.  The  inspection  is  so  thorough  in 
Brighton  that  when  people  have  bad  cattle  'hey  take 
tnein  to  other  towns  and  bring  them  into  the  city 
without  passing  through  Brighton.  The  Inspec.or  is 
unahle  to  trace  it.  For  that  reason  it  was  thought 
better  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Inspector  be- 
yond Brighton.  There  have  been  several  cases  where 
the  Inspector  at  Brighton  has  known  of  bad  meat 
going  to  other  towns,  and  he  notified  the  Inspector 
in  Boston  that  such  meat  was  coming,  and  in  some 
cases  he  was  able  to  look  out  for  it  and  seize  it.  For 
that  reason  the  latter  part  of  the  order  was  put  in. 
There  is  no  fault  found  with  the  provisions,  but  the 
order  is  to  place  him  under  some  responsible  head. 

Mr.  Hart,  of  Ward  18,  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  move  to  specially  assign  the  mat- 
ter to  the  next  meeting.  I  have  a  disagreeable  doubt 
in  my  mind  that  there  may  be  something  personal  in 
the  matter.  Some  such  statements  were  made  on  the 
Salary  hill,  and  a  personal  attack  was  made  upon  the 
present  Inspector.  I  have  beard  some  statements 
going  around  to  show  that  this  is  a  personal  matter. 
I  should  like  to  have  an  opportunity  to  look  into  it 
once  more,  as  if  the  order  is  passed  the  petition  will  go 
to  thelegislatureandbebeyondouicontrol.  Ipiomise 
the  gentleman  I  will  not  offer  further  opposition, 
and  will  give  it  my  attention  during  the  week,  it  he 
will  let  the  matter  go  over  for  a  week.  I  do  not  feel 
certain  that  the  measure  covers  all  the  changes  that 
are  perhaps  desirable.  If  we  are  going  into  the  sub- 
ject we  ought  to  go  into  it  thoroughly.  I  remember 
when  we  were  looking  over  the  revision  of  the  ordi- 
nances, that  this  matter  relatmg  to  ordinances  gave 
us  more  trouble  than  anything  else  to  find  the  vari- 
ous statutes  which  gave  rise  to  the  ordinances.  I 
wish  to  have  an  opportunity  to  consult  the  members 
of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  It  may  he  desira- 
ble to  do  more  than  is  stated  ir  the  oiOe? 

Mr.  Williams— This  Inspector  of  P""  Lions  should 
not  be  mixed  up  with  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Market.  That  is  another  officer.  This  is  the  Inspec- 
tor of  Provisions  for  the  city  at  large.  Hi.,  appoint- 
ment comes  under  the  statute.  The  Committee  on 
Health  gave  this  matter  a  very  careful  consideration. 
They  had  three  hearings.  They  heard  all  the  wit- 
nesses that  anybody  wished  to  bring.  Although 
there  was  some  personal  feeling  shown  at  the  hear- 
ing, the  committee  have  taken  no  notice  of  that,  and 
have  put  nothing  of  it  into  their  report  and  recom- 
mendation. It  has  been  a  past  assignment  some- 
time, and  I  should  hope  it  will  be  acted  upon  to- 
night. 

Mr.  Pratt  in  the  Chair. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost.  The  order  was 
passed. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost.  Sent  up. 

THE  CASE    OF  FIREMAN  TOBEY. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Ward  23,  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment, viz: 

Report  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  orders  for  the 
payment  of  $3000  to  the  widow  of  Thomas  J.  Tibey, 
a  fireman  killed  on  the  firehoat  William  M.  Flan- 
ders, April  15, 1881,  while  said  Tobey  was  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  city,  and  for  the  Committee  on  Finance 
to  provide  means  for  the  payment  of  the  amount. 

The  question  was  upon  giviug  the  order  a  second 
reading. 
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Mr.  Brown — The  committee  to  whom  the  pet  tion 
of  Mrs.  Tobey  was  referred  reported  two  weeks  ago 
to-night.  Of  course  that  report  is  in  the  hands  of 
members  of  the  Council,  but  I  will  explain  in  the 
shortest  way  that  I  can  the  way  in  which  the  com- 
mittee found  the  matter.  This  Mr.  Tobey  had  been 
a  fireman  on  the  fireboat  for  about  seven  years  and  a 
half,  and  he  was  killed  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty  as  a  fireman  of  the  City  of  .Boston  and  on  thi» 
ground  his  widow  petitioned  the  City  Government  for 
aid.  In  looking  in  to  her  case  the  committee  found  that 
Mr.  Tobey  had  always  been  a  sober,  industrious  man; 
and  had  been  faithful  to  every  trust  reposed io  him- 
that  he  bad  accumulated  but  a  few  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  he  had  put  into  a  bou=e  which  he  Lad 
purchased  and  agreed  to  pay  $7000  for.  We  found 
there  was  a  mortgage  on  this  bouse  of  $3500.  We 
also  found  that  if  Mrs.  Tobey  had  to  sell  this  house, 
her  equity  would  be  very  small.  It  was  a  ho  e  that 
the*  hao  secured  in  their  industry,  and  in  which  they 
had  invested  the  sum  of  $4000.  Tne  committee  con- 
sidered whether  the  city  bad  a  right  to  pay  her  any 
money,  and  as  did  the  C  mimittee  on  Claims,  they 
found"  that  t'.iere  was  do  legal  rig!  t.  There  had  been 
no  demand  made  in  a  legal  manner  for  payment,  but 
merely  a  petition  for  aid.  The  committee  found  that 
in  1873  rhe  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  passed  an 
act  authorizing  the  City  of  Boston  to  pay  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  iireinen  killed  in  the  service  of  the 
city  a  sum  not  exceeding  $3000,  and  also,  in  1880,  an 
act  authorizing  the  Fire  Commissioners  to  pay  an 
annuity  of  $300  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  me-,  en 
killed  in  the  service.  The  City  Council  had  not  ap- 
propriated, and  there  never  had  been  any  mnnev  ap- 
propriated under  either  the  act  ot  1873  or  1880.  Af- 
ter due  con-ideration,  the  committee  caiue  to  the 
conclusion  flat  if  the  city  would  pay  this  widow  and 
her  orphan  child  three  thousand  dollars,  which  it 
had  a  right  to  do,  she  would  applj  it  to  he  mort- 
gage, wuieh  would  leave  about  $500,  and  under  tuose 
circumstances,  with  her  own  industry,  which  has 
been  represented  as  very  good,  she  could  pav  the  in- 
terest and  taxes  and  sa-e  ber  house  for  herself  and 
child.  With  this  explanation  of  the  report,  I  leav-  the 
matter  in  the  hands  of  the  City  Council,  hoping  ii  will 
vote  unanimously  to  pay  this  *idow  the  sum  asked  for. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1— At  the  request  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  who  was  obl'ged 
to  leave,  I  desire  to  state  that  this  matter  was  refer- 
red to  that  committee  and  by  themdulv  considered; 
that  they  got  all  the  light  it  was  possible  to  get  upon 
the  matter.  Tbev  had  the  captain  of  the  fireboat 
and  the  tender  of  the  drawbridge  before  them.  Af- 
ter full  consideration  while  they  ionivimially  would 
have  been  glad  to  recommend  that  the  widow  of  Mr. 
Tobey  be  paid  $3000,  they  did  not  think  the  case 
came  under  the  staiutt.  Tbe  legal  liability  of  the 
city  under  the  statute  was  not  considered,  as  the 
matter  was  entirely  an  eouitahle  tians^ctiou,  as  one 
which  the  city  could  pay  if  it  desired.  The  commit- 
tee felt  that  this  .vas  a  case  the  statute  did  not  con- 
template; that  in  the  position  in  which  be  was  on  the 
boat, without  any  authority  or  instructions  from  any- 
body, and  acting  upon  his  own  account,  the  case  was 
one  not  contemplated  by  the  statute.  To  let  the 
members  of  the  Council  know  what  the  law  is,  I 
will  read  it.     The  statute  of  1873  is: 

"The  City  of  Boston  may  expend  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding $3000  annually,  for  the  relief  of  firemen 
disabled,  and  of  the  families  of  firemen  killed,  in  the 
service  of  the  city." 

That  is  the  slatu'e  under  which  this  petition  is 
made.  The  committee  have  no  personal  feeling 
about  this  matter  at  ail,  and  would  be  glad  to  have 
this  widow  receive  this  money  if  they  thought  it 
came  within  the  statute. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Ward  11,  said  he  had  heard  some 
additional  evidence  since  he  came  into  the  chamber, 
and  in  order  to  get  the  best  lieht  possible,  moved  'o 
rcf-r  the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Claim.. 

Mr.  Kosnosky  01  Ward  10—1  hope  that  will  no.  be 
done.  ITiat  committee  gave  the  petitioner  leave  to 
withdraw,  and  through  the  COU'tesy  of  toe  gentle- 
man from  Ward  13  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Fire  Department.  Tbe  feeling  is  that  the 
money  should  be  paid,  and  the  reference  will  simply 
give  the  committee  useless  wcrk.  and  they  have 
work  enough  to  no  already.  I  hope  the  order  will  he 
passed  to  pav  the  v. 

Mr.  Brown — I  weni  to  see  the  corporation  counsel 
in  regard  to  the  legality  of  this  matter,  showed  him 
the  report,  which  he  read,  and  a:<ked  him  if  the  city 
would  I  lander   the  statute   to   pay  that 

sum.  He  -aid  it  only  depended  uoon  a  .curtain- 
ing the  fact  whether  Mr.  Tobey  was  m  the  per- 
lormance  of  bis  t- Uty  at  the  time  he  was  killed.  I 
asked  who  was  to  determine  that  question,  Be 
asked  if  it  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on 


Fire  Department,  and  if  so  what  tneir  decision  was. 
1  said  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee that  the  money  should  be  paid.  Then  he 
said,  you  go  to  the  Council  with  your  report,  and  if 
they  ratify  it,  the  City  of  Boston  will  be  authorized 
to  pay  tuesutu.  Now  in  relation  to  this  additional 
evidence.  When  this  matter  was  before  the  Coun- 
cil two  weeks  ago,  there  was  a  statement  of  the  cap- 
,ain  of  the  tireboat  referred  to.  I  have  here  a  state- 
ment from  the  captain,  which  I  will  ask  to  have  reud : 
Boston,  Thursday,  Nov.  3, 1881.  I 

On  Board  Fireboat  F,anders.      I 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  Boston. 

Gentlemen, — By  the  proceedings  of  the  Council  of 
October  27th,  1881,  as  reported  in  the  papers,  Mr. 
Gove,  of  Ward  1,  in  referring  to  the  report  of  tbe 
Committee  on  Fire  Department,  said:  "The Commit- 
tee on  Claims  called  in  the  captain  of  the  fireboat, 
who  stated  that  when  Mr.  Tobey  was  taken  to  ihe 
station  house  on  Battery  street,  that  it  was  by  reason 
of  hts  own  acts  that  he  was  injured."  This  is  true, 
but  when  I  stated  to  the  committee  tint  he  went 
there  to  get  out  of  the  wind,  I  did  not  intend  to  con- 
vey to  tbem  the  idea  that  in  protecting  himself  from 
the  wind  that  he  was  neglecting  his  duty  in  any  way. 
If  I  did  convey  such  a  thought  1  am  sorry,  for  it 
would  be  on  my  part  doing  a  great  injustice  to  a 
faithful  fireman.  What  I  wanted  to  say  was  this: 
that  I  did  not  order  Mr.  f'obey  to  take  that  position, 
being  at  the  wheel,  tne  night  being  so  dark  that  I 
could  not  discern  the  men,  nor  did  I  know  ot  the 
accident  at  the  time.  My  attention  was  attracted  by 
the  groaning  of  Mr.  Tobey.  It  was  a  stormy  night 
of  snow, hail  and  sleet,  yet  I  would)not  be  understood, 
as  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Gove  would  indicate,  that  Mr. 
Tobey  was  in  any  position  that  his  best  judgment  did 
not  a'porove.  Justice  to  a  brave,  faithful  man  and 
fireman  demands  that  I  should  correct  any  wrong 
impression  that  I  may  have  unintentionally  made 
in  the  minds  of  this  committee.  1  desire  also  to 
state  that  Thomas  J.  Tobey  was  a  reliable  and  com- 

Setent  man,  loyal,  true  and  nrave.  never  absent  from 
uty,  bringing  to  this  branch  an  experience  of  great 
value  by  his  know'edge  of  the  business,  having 
served  in  the  capacity  of  first  mate  of  some  of  our 
Uvgest  ships.  To  this  statement  the  boat's  crew  de- 
sire to  add  their  names  in  attestation  of  the  faithful- 
ness of  the  above.  I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  re- 
-peet,  your  obedient  servant. 

Captain  G.  A.  Scott. 

G.  W.  Metoalf,   Engineer, 

Benj.  B.  W RIGHT, 

James  S.  Kino, 

Joseph  8,  PlSK. 
Mr.  Brimbecom  of  Ward  18 — I  hope  this  will  not 
he  postponed  uutil  another  evening.  I  thioK  the 
Council  are  readv  to  vote  upon  it  this  evening.  I 
have  a  petition  whicli  I  will  ask  the  Chair  to  read ; 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

The  undersigned  citizens  and  taxpayers  in  said 
Boston  having  examined  the  report  made  and  sub- 
mitted by  tlK  Committee  on  Fire  Department  to 
your  honorable  body  in  reference  to  the  claim  of  the 
widow  of  tbe  late  Thomas  J.  Tobey,  late  fireman 
of  the  fireboat  Flanders,  take  pleasure  in  saying 
that  the  said  report  and  its  recommendations  meet 
with  our  unqualified  approval,  aDd  hope  that  it  will 
be  accepted  and  aoouted.  The  firemen  in  this  city 
are  as  a  rule  held  and  fearless  in  the  discharge  of 
their  arduous  duties  and  often  imperil  their  own 
lives  in  order  to  save  the  lives  and  property  of  their 
fellow-citizens.  We  fully  appreciate  their  service 
and  believe  their  widows  and  little  ones  should  so 
be  cared  for  by  the  city  when  such  Iireinen  88  in 
this  case  io.-e  their  lives  in  the  performance  of  duty. 

(Signed)  Hall  &  Whipple, 

Lewis  Rice  &  So.\, 
And  a  large  number  of    tners. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— I  understand  by  the  state- 
ment of  the  captain  that  lie  never  intended  In  inti- 
mate that  Mr.  Tobey  was  not  performing  his  duty  at 
the  time  he  was  killer. .  I  am  informed  from  a  reli- 
able sour,  e  that  he  w.is  placing  a  fender  upon  the 
side  of  the  steamer  lo  feud  her  oil  from  the  pier 
head.  That  seems  t^  be  an  Important  fact  to  he 
stated  here,  ami  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  true.  When 
this  matter  first  came  up  I  took  no  interest  in  it,  but 
I  have  made  considerable  inquiry  ami  find  tl 
real  merit  in  the  ca-e  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Oommittee  is  correct.  I  believe  the  set- 
ting of  an  example  01  this  kind  to  a  man  wo  did  his 
duty  is  worth  more  than  .*.'IOH(i  to  the  city.  I  w.aild 
urn.  si  ilt-  lliat  he  was  performing  his  dut<  if  I  didn't 
believe  it  wa-  true.  The  duty  of  a  fireman  is  entirely 
different  from  thai  of  any  o'her  service  of  the  city, 
except  one  other  department.      Ordinarily  the  fire- 
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nino  ie  well  paid,  but  when  he  is  called  upon  to  face 
death  the  consideration  of  dollars  and  oents  is  of  no 
effect  upon  any  of  us.  Then  is  the  time  when  his 
services  are  worth  more  than  the  ordinance  pittance 
paid  liim.  Lu  that  light  it  is  pretty  hard  work  for  a 
booy  like  this  to  say  that  he  has  not  rendered  a  ser- 
vice to  the  city  that  is  of  value.  I  leel  that  we  will 
be  justified  in  paying  this  money,  and  we  are  just  as 
well  prepared  from  the  statements  heard  in  relation 
to  this  matter  to  vote  upon  it  now  as  if  it  were  de- 
layed two  or  three  weeks. 

Air.  Bartlett  of  Ward  15 — I  do  not  know  as  there  is 
any  necessity  for  saying  anything  upon  this  matter, 
but  1  feel  I  ought  to  put  myself  upon  record,  being  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department,  and 
listening  with  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  the  evi- 
dence. I  feel  that  it  is  a  duty  we  ewe,  as  representa- 
tives of  the  people  to  see  that  this  should  be  made  an 
example  of,  to  show  to  the  Fire  Department  of  Bos- 
ton that  the  people  of  Boston  are  willing  to  protect 
their  widows  and  orphans  when  the  members  of  the 
Fire  Department  endanger  their  lives  in  protecting 
our  property  and  lives. 

Mr.  Whartrm— It  should  be  well  understood  that 
we  Connot  give  away  public  money  in  charity.  Un- 
less we  are  satisfied  that  the  person  killed  was  in 
the  service  of  the  city  when  so  killed,  so  as  to  bring 
himself  within  the  terms  of  the  statute,  he  can  have 
nothing  tronr  the  City  Government.  1  would  have  it 
understood  that  under  no  circumstances  can  we  give 
away  public  money  in  charity.  That  was  the  object 
of  passing  such  a  law  as  this— that  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, if  a  person  was  injured  in  the  service  of 
the  city,  the  City  Council  should  have  the  power  to 
give  a  sum  of  money  to  his  widow  or  whoever  was 
dependent  upon  him.  Therefore,  I  think  we  should 
be  well  satisfied  that  the  facts  in  this  case  are  such  as 
to  show  that  Mr.  Tobey  was  in  tire  service  of  the  city 
when  he  was  injured.  If  we  are  not  satisfied  of  that 
fact  we  cannot  give  his  widow  anything. 

Mr.  Means  of  Ward  20—1  regard  this  matter  not  as 
charity.  I  look  upon  a  payment  of  this  kind,  to  a 
fireman,  policeman  or  anybody  in  the  service  of  the 
city  exactly  like  a  pension  to  a  soldier,  and  the  pay- 
ing of  a  pension  like  this  is  merely  throwing  a  jew 
safeguard  around  him,  and  giving  him  a  new  as- 
surance that  it  he  braves  the  danger  and  does  his 
duty  properly  and  faithfully ,the  city  will  look  out  for 
those  whom  lie  leaves  behind.  I  look  at  it  as  being  a 
good  investment,  an  encouragement  to  the  propel' 
performance  of  duty.  I  think  it  nays  as  a  business 
transaction  to  look  out  properly  and  squarely  for 
the  families  of  the  men  whoare  killed  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duty.  It  is  true  the  whole  question  is 
whether  or  not  the  man  was  in  the  performance  of 
his  duty,  and  the  only  statement  I  have  heard  is  that 
he  was  in  the  performance  of  his  duty  in  putting 
out  the  tender.  If  he  was  doing  that  I  ao  not  see 
how  he  could  be  getting  out  of  tne  wind.  If  there  is 
anything  not  straight  about  it,  if  the  Coimnittee  on 
Claims  found  anything  showing  he  was  dodging  his 
duty,  I  don't  think  itshould  be  paid,  but  I  should 
certainly  want  some  statement  from  them  going  to 
show  that  he  was  not  doing  his  duly,  before  I  vote  to 
refer  r<>  that  committee. 

Mr.  Brimbecoui  read  from  the  last  report  of  the 
Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  their  comments  upon 
the  death  of  Mr.  Tobey,  and  then  said:  This  is  the 
unanimous  report  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  some 
time  before  this  petition  was  put  in.  In  order  to 
satisfy  my  friend  from  Ward  20  in  regard  to  whether 
Mr.  Tobey  was  doing  his  duty :  it  was  a  dark  stormy 
morning,  and  the  boat  war-  going  through  the  bridge. 
The  draw  turns  upon  a  swivel,  and  if  it  had  been 
open  all  the  way  there  would  have  been  no  occasion 
tu  put  out  the  tender.  Air.  Tobey  supposed  the  boat 
was  going  through  the  draw  and  that  it  was  bis  duty 
to  put  out  the  fender  to  protect  her.  If  the  draw 
had  been  square,  the  boat  would  have  hit  the  pillars, 
and  Mrr.  Tobey  would  not  have  lost  his  life.  It  was  a 
dark  night  and  he  courd  notsee.  We  do  notaskthisas 
legal  claim.  It  is  the  first  case  that  has  occurred 
n.ler   the  act  of  1873. 

Mr.  Conlin  of  Ward  2— The  question  at  issue,  was 
whether  Mr.  Tobey  was  killed  in  the  discharge  of 
his  duty.  I  claim  that  he  was.  The,  duties  of  that 
position  compelled  him  to  be  on  deck.  He  was  killer! 
while  on  the  lireboat  and  in  the  service  of  the  City 
of  Boston.  Now  I  am  no  lawyer,  yet  in  my  mind  this 
act  of  1873  fully  covers  this  case,  and  I  hope  the  order 
will  pass. 

Mr.  Williams  withdrew  the  motion  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  saving  that  he  should  have 
voted  differently  if  he  had  bad  the  evidence  in  com- 
mittee that  lie  had  heard  from  different  sources  to- 
night. He  felt  that  if  it  had  gone  hack  to  the  com- 
mittee a  different  result  would  have  been  reached. 

.Mr.    (iove  concurred    with    Mr.    Williams.      The 


Committee  on  Claims  distinctly  understood  tbey  had 
all  the  light  that  could  be  adduced.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances he  did  not  know  what  to  do,  and  asked  to 
be  excused  from  voting. 

Council  voted  to  excuse  Mr.  Gove  from  voting. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  23 
moved  to  reconsider.    Lost,    bent  up. 

OBCHABD  PARK. 

Mr.  Connell,  of  Ward  20,  called  up  past  assign- 
ment No.  6,  viz.; 

Motion  to  substitute  for  a  report  recommending 
the  reference  of  the  subject  to  the  next  City  Govern- 
ment, an  order  to  purchase  or  take  the  lanri  bounded 
by  Orchard,  Yeciuan  and  Chadwick  streets,  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  #40,000,  lor  the  enlargement  of 
Orchard  park. 

Mr.  Greeuough,  of  Ward  9,  asked  that  that  be 
passed  over  as  among  debatable  matters,  and  the 
President  said  it  would  be  passed  over  under  the 
rule. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  raised  the  point  of 
order  that  this  is  not  one  of  the  subjects  which  can 
be  passed  over  under  the  47th  rule,  which  says: 

"When  a  matter  has  been  especially  assigned  to  be 
taken  up  at  a  fixed  hour,  or  at  a  certain  stage  of  pro- 
ceedings, such  matter  shall  come  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed, or  at  any  time  >ubsequent  thereto,  during 
the  same  or  succeeding  meetings,  be  in  older  upon 
the  call  of  any  member  and  take  precedence  of  all 
other  business." 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  respectfully  submit  that  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  rule  that  it  must  be  considered  un- 
less the  gentleman  withdraws  the  call.  It  can  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  President — The  Chair  thinks  the  point  of 
order  not  well  taken.  The  rule  applies  as  the  gen- 
tleman has  read,  but  ther-~  is  a  rule  of  the  Council 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  controls  it. 
vvhen  the  Council  specially  assigned  the  matter  to 
the  next  meeting,  It  made  it  a  special  order  for  rbat 
meeting,  and  at  any  time  during  that  meeting,  after 
the  hour  to  which  it  is  assigned,  it  will  take  prece- 
dence .  f  any  other  business.  If  it  is  not  called  up 
during  thai  meeting,  but  goes  over  until  the  next 
meeting,  it  is  in  the  nature  of  unfinished  business, 
and  the  Chair  will  rule,  for  the  purpose  of  expedit- 
ing business,  that  past  assignments  are  under  unfin- 
ished bu«iuess  and  come  within  amended  rule  38: 

'•Matters  not  giving  rise  to  a  debate  shall  first  be 
disposed  of,  after  which  the  matters  thatweie  passed 
over  shall  be  con-added  in  like  order  and  disposed 
of." 

Amongst  the  matters  so  to  be  passed  over  upon 
demand  is  unfinished  business  of  preceeding  meet- 
ings. The  Chair  thinks  the  point  of  order  not  well 
taken. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  shall  have  most  respectfully  to 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  on  the  ground 
tuatmo  such  definition  of  unfinished  business  has 
ever  been  entertained  in  this  Council.  Unfinished 
business  is  a  definite  term,  referring  to  matters  which 
take  their  first  reading  at  one  meeting,  and  their 
seoond  at  the  next  meeting,  unless  the  rules  are  sus- 
pended. That  is  a  class  of  business  defined  and  shown 
by  the  arrangement  made  in  rule  38.  By  rule  47  a 
past  assignment  becomes  a  privileged  question,  which 
can  be  called  for  at  any  time,  and  must  be  disposed 
of.  If  by  calling  it  "unfinished  business"  it  could  be 
objected  to  aud  passed  for  the  time,  it  would  lose  the 
vital  principle  of  being  a  privileged  question.  It  is 
not  part  of  our  regular  order  oi  business  named  in 
rule  38,  and  it  wa  not  intended  that  the  right  of 
passing  should  apply  to  it,  wlreu  the  new  rule  waspre- 
pared.  By  making  what  seems  a  lorced  construc- 
tion of  unfinished  business,  the  Chair  appeal's  to  me 
not  to  be  facilitating  business.  I  appeal  from  the 
Chair  on  the  general  principle  that  under  rule  47  a 
past  assignment  is  not  such  a  matter  as  is  called  un- 
finished business,  under  the  rules  of  this  Council  for 
the  last  thirty  or  forty  years. 

Mr.  Emery— It  strikes  me  that  this  matter  is  cov- 
ered by  rule  47.  [Reading  the  part  of  the  rule  pre 
viously  read.]  Why  is  uotthis  in  order  upon  the  call 
of  any  member,  it  being  a  past  assignment,  and  it 
seems  to  me  to  come  directly  under  that. 

Air.  Whitmore — I  don't  understand  exactly  whether 
the  gentleman  is  supporting  my  appeal  or  not,  but 
that  is  exactly  the  ground  I  took.  If  he  does  I  hope 
he  will  second  the  appeal. 

Air.  Emery — I  most  certainly  do. 

Air.  Means  of  Ward  20 — There  is  another  matter 
which  seems  to  come  ill  here,  which  I  have  not  heard 
stated.  It  has  not  been  shown  that  any  gentleman 
intended  to  debate  this  question,  and  1  don't  know 
why  it  would  not  be  in  order,  even  if  under  the  Pre- 
sident's construction  of  rule  38  it  should  be  pn-sed 
over. 
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The  President— Tlic  gentleman  from  Ward  12  ap- 
peals from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  and  the  appeal 
18 seconded.  The  Chair  has  decided  that  an  assign- 
ment which  has  not  been  taken  up  during  the  meet- 
ing at  which  it  was  made  a  special  order  of  business, 
is  to  be  classed  with  unfinished  business,  and  comes 
up  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  as  unfinished 
busiuess  and  under  ruie  38,  which  provides  with  ref- 
erence io  unfinished  business,  as  well  as  to  other 
matters, — that  matters  of  the  second  and  third  class, 
expressly  including  unfinished  business— not  giving 
rise  to  a  debate,  shall  first  be  disposed  of  in  the  order 
in  which  they  stand,  after  which  the  matters  passed 
over  shall  he  considered  in  like  order  and  disuosed 
of.  The  Chair,  in  connection  with  that  decision. 
ruled  that  rule  47  must,  be  construed  in  connection 
with  rule  38,  so  that  both  rules  may  have  ef- 
fect if  possible.  Now  as  there  are  several 
past  assignments  on  the  programme,  any  one 
of  which  is  in  order  under  rule  47  at  any  time, 
and  am  gentleman  can  insist  upon  its  being  the  order 
of  DUBiiiess  to  the  exclusion  of  anything  else,  yet 
when  that  nile  is  taken  in  connection  with  rule  48,  it 
must  be  considered  that  When  any  one  of  those  mat- 
ters is  called  tor,  giving  rise  to  debate,  it  may  be 
passed  ever  in  favor  of  any  other  one  tbat  does  not 
call  for  debate.  That  is  the  substance  of  the  Chair's 
ruling.  The  question  is,  shall  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  stand  as  the  decision  of  the  Council? 

The  Council  sustained  tlie  appeal,  and  refused  to 
sustain  i he  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  Council  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  order 
relating  to  Orchard  Park. 

Mr.  Conuell  of  Ward  20— All  1  was  going  to  say 
was  i hat  1  move  to  have  it  referred  to  the  "Finance 
Committee. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee, 
24  for.  21  against.  Mr.  Connell  moved  to  reconsider. 
Lost. 

VACANCIES  IN  THE    FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Ward  23,  called  op  past  assignment 
No.  <.K  viz.: 

Report  and  order  requesting  the  Fire  Commissioi  - 
er- to  appoint  an  additional  permanent  man  on  En- 
gine Companies  16,  17,  is  and  20,  am.'  that  an  addi- 
tional appropriation  ot  of  83000  be  made  to  meet  the 
expense  of  so  doing. 

.Mr.  Brown  explained  that  all  the  companies  were 
full  except  the  ones  named  in  the  order,  which  had 
three  permanent  memb.-rs  instead  ot  four,  and  the 
commissioners  thought  the  force  would  be  more  ef- 
ficient by  tilling  them,  although  they  had  been  able 
to  get  along  without  them  heretofore. 

Tub  order  wag  passed,  Mr.  Brown  moved  to  re- 
i .     Lost.     Sent  up. 

Mr.  Quigley,  of  Ward  2,  moved  to  adjourn.     Lost. 

SALARIES    FIXED   13V    ORDER. 

Mr.  Means,  of  Ward  10, called  up  the  third  past  as- 
signment, viz.: 

Orders  establishing  the  salaries  of  the  Harbor 
Master  and  other  officers  whose  salaries  cannot  be 
fixed  bv  ordinance:  and  authorizing  the  City  Treas- 
urer to  accept  the  office  of  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking 
Funds.    (City  Hoe.  122.) 

On  motion  Of  Mr.  Gore,  of  Ward  1,  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  was  pecially  assigned  to 
the   next   meeting  at  8.35  P.  -M. 

PETITION  I'liESI-.M  e:j. 

J  J  v  Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1 — Petition  of  Naomi  K. 
W hi temau  to  be  compensated  tor  injuries  received 
at  'lappai.  School  from  falling  ice,  Feb.  4,  1881.  Re- 
ferred to  the  .Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 

I'KHMITS  FOR   WOODEN    BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Kitzpatriek,  of  Ward  8,  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings  in  response  to  the  order  to 
report  what  amendments  are  expedient  to  the  ordi- 
nance on  that  department,  recommending  the  pas- 
sage of  an  ordinance  in  the  usual  form,  amending 
the  present  ordinance  on  survey  and  inspection  of 
buildings,  authorizing  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  to 
issue  permits  to  a  large  number  of  parties  to  erect 
wooden  building.-. 

Before  the  ordinance  was  read,  .Mr.  Whitinore. 
interrupting  the  Chair,  said: 

1  have  ventured  to  interrupt  the  reading,  because 
1  believe  the  matter  is  in  the  wrong  form.  I  should 
like  toe.'  itu'.e.    There  are  several  ol  these 

io  erect  buildings  coming  in  in  the  i 
ordinal 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accepted,  and  the 
further  reading  of  the  ordinance  «>a-  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Wbitmoie  offered  the  following  o>  a  Babgt'.tut* 
lor  the  ordinance: 

Ordered,  That  the  powers  ({ranted    o,    statute  to 


the  City  Council  to  authcrize  the  erection  within 
the  building  limits,  of  elevators  for  grain  or  coal  to 
a  height  greater  than  27  feet,  and  of  sheds  for  the 
storage  of  lumber  and  for  mechanical  purposes;  also, 
in  regard  to  the  building  of  wooden  buildings  out- 
side of  said  building  limits,  shall  hereafter  be  exer- 
cised by  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildings,  subject  to  an  appeal  to 
the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Whitinore — Tbe  reason  I  have  taken  this  step 
is  because  the  matter  has  been  very  much  compli- 
cated. It  has  been  considered  by  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  in  a  different  form.  The  matter  came  up 
in  the  form  >  f  orders  as  usual;  an  objection  was 
raised  by  the  present  President  that  it  was  an  amend- 
ment to  an  ordinance,  and,  therefore,  must  come 
in  the  form  of  an  ordinance.  The  point  was  sus- 
tained by  the  then  President,  and  the  matter  went 
over  to  the  department,  and  they  have  accordingly 
drawn  up  an  ordinance.  I  contend  that  that  point 
whs  not  well  taken  at  the  time  for  several  reasons. 
Every  one  can  see  that  it  is  unreasonable  to  suppose 
that  this  should  be  in  the  form  of  an  ordinance,  be- 
cause we  have  been  going  on  several  years  giving 
these  permits  in  tlie  form  of  orders.  These  ordi- 
nances will  have  to  be  printed  m  the  newspapers, 
and  afterwards  printed  in  the  supplement 
to  the  ordinances,  and  20  into  our  large 
volume.  There  must  be  something  wrong  about 
it.  beyood  that  I  believe  my  colleagues  will 
agree  with  me  tbat  there  is  no  warrant  for  the  prac- 
tice that  bas  arisen  heretofore.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  ordinance  which  makes  it  necessary  for  these 
reports  to  come  here.  In  section  1  of  chapter  260  of 
1872,  it  is  stated  mat  the  City  of  Boston  may  exer- 
cise certain  power.-  in  regard  to  allowing  wooden 
buildings  to  be  put  up  within  the  building  limits, 
and  also  it  may  exercise  such  powers  as  it  sees  tit  in 
regard  to  buildings  outside  of  the  limits.  1  move 
that  the  substitute  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ordinance-,  owing  to  information  which  I  have  re- 
ceived fiom  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  this  moment. 
that  the  City  Solicitor  is  of  opinion  that  we  cannot 
delegate  those  powers.  From  conversation  1  nave 
had  with  some  members  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, I  supposed  we  could.  After  that  statement, 
the  matter  is  in  a  worse  condition  than  before.  It  it 
is  referred  to  the  Committee  or  Ordinances,  it  will 
be  reported  upon  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— I  would  ask  tbe  Chair 
for  information  if  »  report  comes  from  the  Commit- 
tee en  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings  authoriz- 
ing such  permits  in  the  form  of  an  order,  would  the 
Chair  rule  that  it  could  not  be  entertained  without 
altering  tlie  ordinance? 

Tlie  President— Although  at  the  time  that  point  of 
order  was  taken  the  Chair  thought  the  ruling  cor- 
rect, according  to  the  lettei  of  the  rules,  and  still 
thinks  it  maybe  with  a  considerable  degree  of  fair- 
ness be  construed  so  literally,  yet,  for  the  purpose  of 
expediting  public  business,  and  in  considering  that 
the  delay  was  evidently  not  intended  1  y  the  adoption 
of  Ihe  rules,  the  Chair  would  rule  otherwise,  and 
that  such  orders,  if  presented,  would  be  entertain- 
able. 

Mr.  Williams— In  that  case  I  move  to  indefinitely 
postpone  ihe  substitute.  If  that  is  done  I  would 
move  the  adoption  of  tbe  orders  presented  to-night, 
so  there  may  be  no  delay  in  carrying  01.  the  building 
operations  which  are  awaiting  our  action. 

Mr  1'itzpatrick  of  Ward  8—1  do  not  know  that  the 
committee  have  any  objection  to  the  or  linance  offer- 
ed by  tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  but  I  do  think 
we  should  take  some  decisive  action  Hii>  evening. 
This  matter  ha-  hung  tire  some  seven  or  eight  weeks, 
and  many  people  are  waiting. 

Mr.  Whitinore—  This  is  a  matter  of  such  import- 
ance that,  it  should  go  to  the  legal  committee  of  the 

Council,  and  the  opinion  of  tlie  Corporal Counsel 

not  taken  at  random.  Mr.  Healy  has  often  Moid  that 
he  does  not  consider  himself  responsible  for  opinions 
unless  given  in  writing.  If  there  has  been  any  delay 
in  this  matter  it  is  not  the  fault  or  th  -  Council.  If 
we  have  got  to  wait  another  wee*,  because  of  absurd 
law.-  or  rules,  it  is  a  great  deal  better  than  to  have 
the  matter  adopted  not  in  a  proper  form,  30  that 
when  a  man  gets  his  permit  he  may  Know  De  has  it  in 
proper  form.  I  feel  confident  the  committee  will  get 
the  1  orporation  Counsel's  opinion  directly  to  the 
point.  As  tor  revising  opinions  from  one  evening 
to  another,  I  do  not  believe  that  is  a  sale  course  to 
pursue.    It  is  not  a  matter  that  should  be  hurried  up. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick— The  delay  is  not  the  taint  of  the 
committee.  I  have  been  ready  U>  present  the  reports 
at  two  or  three  meetings,  and  have  been  prevented 
en  account  of  adjournments. 

Mr.  (Jove— This  matter  b;is  been  before  the  City 
Council    nearly   three  months ;  main   persons  are  de- 
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layed  to  their  serious  detriment  in  building.  Winter 
is  coming  on  and  tbey  are  not  prepared  to  carry  on 
their  business  in  a  proper  manuer.  It  is  of  sufficient 
impor'ance  to  be  settled  to-night. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  may  he  laboring  under 
a  misapprehension,  hut  it  seems  to  me  very  impor- 
tant chat  this  ordiuance  should  not  go  through  to- 
night. I  agree  entirely  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  that  his  question  should  go  to  some  com- 
mittee. I  do  not  care  whether  it  is  the  Committee 
ou  Ordinances  or  some  other  committee.  After  per- 
sons commeuced  puttiug  up  wooden  buildings  it 
would  be  very  disastrous  to  find  that  they  were  act- 
ing illegally.  That  I  understand  to  be  one  of  the 
questions  raised  here.  Ooe  of  the  questions  raised  is 
whether  we  have  power  to  authorize  the  Inspector  of 
Buildings  to  grant  such  permits  as  these.  I  am  in 
favor  of  delaying  actiov  on  so  important  a  question. 
So  important  a  matter  should  not  behurried  through. 
We  should  have  the  careful  judgment  of  a  commit- 
tee so  that  the  Council  can  act  intelligently  and  that 
the  result  will  be  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  read  from  the  statute  authorizing 
the  City  ot  Boston  to  fix  aud  change  the  building 
limits,  and  regulate  buildiugs  inside  and  outside  of 
said  limits. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick— I  think  that  is  perfectly  right  and 
proper,  and  gives  the  City  Council  power  to  grant 
these  permits. 

Mr.  Wharton— The  gentleman  has  read  the  law 
empowering  the  City  Council  to  control  the  erection 
of  wooden  buildings,  but  there  is  nothing  in  the  or- 
dinance about  the  Inspector  cf  Builoings  having  any 
power  whatever  to  grant  permits  for  the  erection  of 
these  buildings.  As  far  as  the  law  appears  prima 
facie,  the  Inspector  of  Buildings  has  no  power. 
That  is  the  very  question  which  I  desire  to  find  out. 
I  want  to  find  out  what  power  he  has.  I  am  willing 
he  should  have  all  power  necessary,  but  let  us  find 
out  what  power  he  has.  If  we  find  he  hasno  powers, 
let  us  give  them  to  him  legally  and  properly.  But  so 
far  as  my  acquaintance  goes  with  the  statutes  and 
ordinances,  he  has  no  power,  and  neither  have  we 
any  oower  to  authorize  him  to  grant  permits  in  such 
cases  as  these. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  read  Seclion  24  of  the  ordinance 
relating  to  restrictions  on  wooden  buildings,  and 
said:  In  most  all  such  cases  it  relates  to  buildings 
about  to  be  erected  and  which  are  50  feet  away  from 
any  other  building. 

Mr.  Wharton— There  is  nothing  in  the  petition  or 
the  report  of  the  committee  so  far  as  I  can  see  to 
show  that  the  buildiDgs  in  this  case  come  within  the 
provisions  of  this  section.  If  it  did  so  appear,  I  do 
not  consider  it  clear  that  the  City  Council  has  power 
to  authorize  the  Inspector  to  grant  permits  io  such 
cases.  It  always  comes  back  to  the  same  question  as 
to  tbe  power  of  the  City  Council  to  authorize  the 
Inspector  of  Buildings  to  grant  these-permits,  and 
that  is  what  we  want  to  find  out. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances prevailed. 

Mr.  Fitzoatrick  offered  another  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildiugs, 
substantially  the  same  as  above  referred  to,  accom- 
panied by  an  ordioance  authorizing  the  granting  of 
permits  to  erect  wooden  buildings  by  sundry  other 
parties.  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  said  the  other  ordinauce 
covered  the  orders  introduced  several  weeks  ago. 
This  ODe  covers  petitions  recently  referred. 

Mr.  Williams  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
by  which  the  previous  matter  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  stated  the  delays  to 
which  builders  had  been  subjected,  and  the  great 
necessitv  for  facilitating  business.  The  orders 
passed  in  previous  years  must  be  illegal. 

Mr.  Whitniore  said  he  was  prepared  to  offer  his 
order  at  the  last  meeting.  He  was  sorry  to  see  the 
gendeipan  from  Ward  11  desire  to  have  the  Council 
proceed  upon  insufficient  information. 

Mr.  Williams  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  he 
first  asken  tlie  President  what  would  be  his  ruliug  in 
case  the  orders  should  be  offered,  aud  he  understood 
that  they  would  be  perfectly  legal  if  received  by  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  Wharton  thought  Mr.  William?  labored  under 
a  mistake,  that  the  receiving  of  tbe  orders  made 
them  legal. 

Mr,  Williams  thought  the  orders  could  be  passed 
legally  as  well  as  those  passed  in  years  before.  He 
was  not  there  to  advocate  auything  illegal,  knew 
nothing  about  the  buildings  and  had  no  interest  in 
them,  and  thought  business  should  not  be  delayed  all 
winter  bv  dilatory  action  of  tbe  Council. 

Mr.  Wharton  thought  that  all  such  important 
question^  should  bt  carefully  considered  upon  the 
preliminary  stage.  There  is  no  objection  to  the  erec- 
tion of  tbebuildings,  and  the  only  question  is  as  to 


the  proper  form  of  granting  the  permits.  Any  per- 
son after  reading  the  debate,  if  tbey  choose,  can  be- 
gin to  put  up  their  wooden  buildings  at  their  own 
risk. 

Mr.  Williams  was  sorry  to  bear  his  colleague  rec- 
ommend that  tbes-  gentlemen  go  on  illegally. 

Mr.  Wharton  repeated  his  statement,  and  sa^d  Mr 
Williams  bad  evidently  nusunders  ood  him. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eosnosky  the  main  question  was 
ordered. 

Mr.  Whitniore  asked  if  the  question  was  not  upon 
reconsideration. 

The  President  said  that  motion  was  not  entertaina- 
ble  at  the  time  it  was  made. 

The  ordinance  was  refused  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  the  Council  adjourn. 
CARE  OF  THE  CITY  PLANTS— THE    DOOGUE  INVES- 
TIGATION. 

Mr.  Maguire,  of  Ward  19.  submitted  the  following 
Ciiy  of  Boston,  j 

In  Common  Councii ,     J 
November  10, 1881.) 

The  Special  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the 
order  to  pay  William  Doogue  fifteen  hunored  dollars 
for  the  use  of  his  greenhouses  and  tor  furnishing 
fuel  and  pots,  having  considered  tbe  subject,  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

In  the  absence  of  specific  instructions  the  commit- 
tee took  the  view  that  the  purpose  of  the  Common 
Council  in  referring  the  order  was  to  ascertain 
whether  Mr.  Doogue  has  done  anything  for  which  he 
is  entitled  to  receive  coiupetsatinp,  and  if  so  how 
niiicu  ho  should  be  paid;  whetber  the  city  has  re- 
ceived any  benefit  from  the  transaction,  and  whether 
it  was  a  proper  arrangement  fora  committee  to  enter 
into. 

The  aim  of  the  committee  has  beeu  to  obtain  all 
the  information  possible  on  these  points,  and  to  that 
end  they  have  consulted  experts  and  heard  the  testi- 
mony of  many  different  individuals  who  bad  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  subject. 

It  should  be  uodersiood,  iD  the  first  place,  that  the 
city  is  not  legally  bound  to  pay  Mr.  Doogue  auytbing 
for  the  use  of  bis  greenhouses.  Toe  agreement,  if 
any  there  was,  was  made  by  tbe  Committee  ou  Com- 
mon and  Public  Grouuds  of  1880,  without  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  City  Council,  and  in  defiance  of  tbe  ordin- 
ance in  relation  to  the  department,  v  hich  ex- 
pressly forbids  the  expenditures,  unless  author- 
ized by  the  City  Council.  Such  an  agreement  would 
have  had  no  binding  effect  upon  the  City  Council  of 
last  year,  much  less  upon  the  piesent  City  Council, 
which  is  now  called  upon  to  ratify  an  illegal  act. 
This  fact  must  have  been  known  to  the  committee  of 
1880  and  to  Mr.  D  <ogue,  and  the  only  explanation 
that  can  be  afforded  for  their  action  is  that  tbey  be- 
lieved the  present  City  Couuci'  would  consider  the 
subject  from  an  equitable  standpoint,  or  would  pass 
the  order  without  critically  examining  into  the  merits 
of  the  case.  The  Common  Council  has  not  seen  fit 
to  do  the  latter,  and  the  question  would  now  seem  to 
be  whether  .Mr.  Doogue  is  equitably  entitled  to  pay- 
ment for  what  he  has  done  or,  in  otner  words,  wheth- 
er the  city  has  received  an  equivalent  for  the  sum 
which  it  is  proposed  to  pay  him. 

The  committee  are  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that 
Mr.  Doogue  is  not  entitled  to  any  payment,  for  sev- 
eral reasons. 

First.  The  order  is  misleading.  It  proposes  to  pay 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  the  use  of  certain  houses 
and  for  furnishing  certain  articles,  without  specify- 
ing tbe  length  of  time  for  whieh  the  houses  were 
used  or  the  quantities  of  materials  furnished.  The 
inference  would  be  th 't  the  houses  were  used  onlv 
during  the  3eason  of  the  year  when  plants  are  re- 
quired to  be  housed,  or  when  the  work  of  propagat- 
ing is  performed.  Further  the  inference  is  that  the 
sum  specified  represents  the  total  amouuts  which  it 
costs  to  preserve  and  propagate  all  the  plants  that 
are  used  to  decorate  the  public  grounds  during  the 
summer  mouths.  This  is  not  the  case.  The  com- 
mittee find  that  the  city  paid  for  labor  iu  the  green- 
houses, as  well  as  can  be  learned  from  the  manner  in 
which  the  accounts  are  kept,  uot  fa*  from  $2:520,  for 
teaming  to  and  from  the  bous-s  about  §250,  for 
plants  purchased  trom  individuals  about  $1500.  mak- 
ing, with  tbe  sum  that  it  is  proposed  to  pay  Mr. 
Doogue,  the  total  cost  to  the  city  for  running  the 
greenhouses  aoout  $5570. 

Stcond.  Tbe  committee  are  informed  and  believe 
that  much  of  tbe  expense  for  labor  is  entirely  unne- 
cessary. The  bouses  could  be  run,  and  would  be  if 
ill  the  hands  of  private  parties,  with  oue-third  the 
number  of  men  that  have  been  employed.  The  em- 
ployment of  so  many  more  men  than  are  required 
for  the  ordinary  work  of  toe  greenhouse  can  only  be 
explained  on  the  ground  that  tuey  were  employed  ou 
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other  than  city  work.  The  committee  are  credibly 
informed  that  Mr.  Djogue  carries  on  his  private 
ousiness  at  the  greenhouse,  and  has  been  in  tin:  habit 
of  usinir  men  paid  by  the  city,  ostensibly  lor  taking 
care  of  the  city's  plants,  in  transacting  this  business, 
and  it  does  Dot  appear  that  the  city  bas  been  credited 
lor  the  use  of  these  men.  This  would  account  for 
tbe  unusually  large  number  of  men  that  were  em- 
ployed. 

Third.  The  committee  find  that  material  belonging 
to  the  city  and  labor  paid  for  by  the  city  has  been 
used  in  constructing  additional  houses  upon  the 
land  whicn  Mr.  Doogue  hires.  These  houses,  of 
course,  hecome  the  property  of  Mr.  Doogue,  tne 
city  receives  no  credits  for  the  material  and 
labor.  As  a  matter  of  equity,  these  improve- 
ments, made  at  the  city's  expense,  and  "which 
will  at  some  future  time  inure  to  Mr.  Doogue's  bene- 
fit, should,  as  far  as  they  go,  be  an  offset  to  any 
claim  that  he  may  have  for  the  use  of  the  property. 
Certain  bills  have  beeu  submitted  to  the  committee 
which  are  said  to  have  been  paid  by  Mr.  Doogue  per- 
sonally for  articles  used  in  the  ore  and  propagation 
of  the  city's  plants,  and  are  shown  as  evidence  that 
he  is  actually  paying  more  than  he  receives.  These 
bills  are,  however,  in  the  judgment  of  experts,  much 
in  excess  of  what  would  be  prober,  and,  further,  it 
is  impossible  to  tell  how  much  of  said  bills  should 
properly  be  charged  to  the  account  of  Mr.  Doogue's 
private  business.  The  impossibility  of  distinguish- 
ing between  i lie  city's  and  Mr.  Doogue's  business,  in 
matters  connected  with  the  greenhouse,  makes  the 
evidence  of  these  bills  comparatively  worthless. 

In  the  course  of  the  investigation  the  attencion  of 
the  committee  was  drawn  to  other  matters  relating 
to  the  department,  which  seem  to  call  for  irnjuiry. 
For  instance, there  is  evidence  that  men   have  been 

J  laid  for  services  not  rendered,  and  also  that  men 
lave  been  paid  less  sums  in  BOine  mouths  than  they 
have  earned  and  in  others  more  than  they  were  enti 
tied  to,  leaving  it  a  doubtful  question  as  to  how  much 
they  should  really  receive.  These  evidences  of  mis- 
management, although  not  germane  to  the  subject 
under  consideration,  have  weight  with  the  commit- 
tee as  -bowing,  that  the  want  of  proper  care  in  one 
direction  may  extend  in  others,  even  to  tne  manage- 
ment of  the  greenhouses. 

The  committee  are  fully  agreed  in  the  opinion  that 
the  city  should  build  and  manage  its  own  green- 
houses. They  believe  that  this  would  no;  only  be 
the  most  economical  plan,  but  that  it  would  also  do 
away  with  the  objectionable  practices  which  must 
exist  as  long  as  tbe  present  s\stem  is  continued. 

I  conclusion  the  committee  believe  that,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  Mr.  Doogue  has  had  the  services  of  city 
employees  free  of  charge,  and  that  his  private  prop- 
erty Iims  been  improved  and  benefited  at  the  city's 
expense)  he  has  received  all  the  compensation  for 
i  he  use  of  his  greenhouses  to  which  he  is  entitled 
and.  therefore,  that  tbe  order  ought  not  to  pass. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

P.  J.  Maguiee,  Chairman. 
Jesse  M.  Gove. 

MimjiiIu  Report. 

City  of  Boston,  i 

Ln  Common  (Joi  nvil,  Nov.  10,  1881. ) 

The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the  Special  Commit- 
tee to  whom  was  referred  the  order  to  pay  William 
Doogue  the  -urn  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  respect- 
fully dissents  from  the  conclusions 0$  the  majority  ot 
said  committee,  and  begs  leave  to  briefly  submit  bis 
-  therefor. 

It  was  formerly  the  custom  to  purchase  annually 
all  the  plants  required  for  the  public  grounds.  In 
the  fall  the  plants  were  dug  up  and  thrown  away, 
and  the  next  year  the  proceeding  would  be  repeated. 
In  the  fall  of  1878  it  was  suggested  to  the  Committee 
on  Common  and  Puolic  Grounds,  that  a  considera- 
ble saving  might  he  effected,  and  the  floral  displaj 
greatly  increased,  if  a  proper  place  could  be  found 
for  tbe  preservation  and  propagation  of  these  plains, 
and  a  Btfb-coniniiitee  was  appointed  to  ascertain 
whether  a  suitable  place  could  be  secured.  A  thoi- 
bngh  search  whs  made  of  the  city  and  suburbs,  but 
without  -u-'cess:  and  finally,  in  order  to  save  the 
plants  from  frost,  Mr.  Doogue  tendered  the  u-e  of 
osee  to  the  committee,  and  the  offer  was  ac- 
cepted. The  experiment  resulted  so  successfully, 
that  succeeding  committees  continued  the  ar- 
rangement, and  their  action  has,  until  the  pres- 
ent   time,    been    confirmed    by    the   City    Council. 

Tbe  order  now  before  the  Council  was  offered  by 
the  Committee  on  Common  of  this  year  to  carry  out 
ho  agreement  made  by  their  predecessors.  It  'may 
or  may  not  be  that  the  committee  of  18*0  ougbt  to 
have  made  such  an  agreement,  but  the  fact  remains 
that  they  followed  the  example  set  b>   their  prede- 


cessors, and  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  they  acted  lor 
what  they  Delieved  to  be  the  best  interests  of  the 
city.  Whether  or  not  these  successive  committees 
acted  wisely  can  now  only  be  shown  by  the  financial 
results,  because  the  proof  which  earlier  in  the  sea- 
son would  have  been  afforded  by  the  greatly  in- 
creased floral  display  upon  the  public  grounds, 
mainly  attributable  to  the  system  thus  adopted,  can- 
not be  had  at  the  present  time.  The  following  fig- 
ures taken  from  the  Auditor's  reports,  show  tbe 
amount  expended  for  plants  for  the  four  years  pre- 
ceding tbe  hiring  ot  Mr.  Doogue's  greenhouses  and 
the  four  succeeding  years : 

1874-5  to  1877-8 $28,791  72 

1878-9  to  the  present  time 11,427  05 

Showing  savins  of $17,364  67 

From  which    deduct  the    amount     ' 
paid  for  use  of   greenhouses,  two 
years  at  $1200 $2,400  00 

And  the  amount  which  the  major- 
ity of  the  committee  claim  it  costs 
for  libor,  two  years 2,620  00 

And  even  deducting  the  amount 
which  the  majority  claim  it  cost 
to  run  the  green  nouses  curing  the 

past  year 3,060  CO 

818,080  00 

Leaves  a  net  saving  in  four  years  of $9,384  67 

In  this  connection  it  should  also  be  stated  that  the 
area  of  flower  beds  in  1877  was  34,351  square  feet 
and  in  1881.  99,859  square  feet,  an  increase  ot  nearly 
:>00  per  cent. 

With  the  above  showing  the  undersigned  believes 
it  to  be  unnecessary  to  submit  any  further  arguments 
on  this  point. 

In  answer  to  the  assertion  that  material  owned  by 
the  city  has  been  used  in  enlarging  the  greenhouses 
the  undersigned  would  say  that  tbe  additions  that 
have  been  made,  which  are  very  inconsiderable,  were 
necessitated  by  the  increased  number  of  the  city's 
plants  and  that  all  the  material  used  that  belonged 
to  the  ci'y  consisted  of  some  old  fencing,  which  was 
temoved  from  Madison  square,  and  some  hot-bed 
sashes  that  are  not  claimed  by  Mr.  Doogue,  and  can 
be  returned  at  any  moment. "  On  the  other  baud,  Mr. 
Doogue  has  gone  to  considerable  personal  expense 
in  enlarging  the  greenhouses,  putting  in  additional 
heating  apparatus,  etc.,  for  which  he  receives  no  re- 
turn, beyond  the  amount  which  the  City  Council 
may  see  fit  to  allow,  and  which  has  cost  very  much 
more  than  it  is  contemplated  to  pay  him.  The 
charges  that  Mr.  Doogue  bas  used  men  paid  by  the 
city  on  his  private  work  rests  upon  the  evidence  of 
certain  persons  who  were  either  discharged  from 
the  department  or  left  in  consequence  of  disagree- 
ments, and  who  may  reasonably  be  supposed  to  be 
biased  agaiust  the  superintendent.  These  charges 
date  back  to  1878,  when  Mr.  Doogue  entered  the 
service  of  the  city  and  was  closing  up  his  extensive 
private  business.  The  charges  are  emphatically  de- 
nied by  Mr.  Doogue,  and  the  denial  is  supported  by 
other  evidence. 

It  is  true  that  members  of  Mr,  Doogue's  family  carry 
on  business  on  hi.- premises,  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  Mr.  Doogue  bas  any  connection  with  it,  and  tbe 
undersigned  fails  to  find  any  evidence  that  will  war- 
rant the  sweeping  assertions  of  the  majority  of  the 
committee. 

The  expenses  incurred  by  Mr.  Doogue  during  the 
past  year  in  connection  with  the  greenhouses,  includ- 
ing rent,  coal,  pot-,  heating  apparatus  and  repairs 
amount  to  .•S2398.55,  ami  have  never,  notwithstand- 
ing tne  assertion  of  the  majority  of  the  committee 
been  submitted  to  an  expert.  It  should  be  distinctly 
understood  that  the  difference  between  what  the 
city  is  asked  to  nay  Mr.  Doogue  and  what  he  has  ex- 
pended j-  borne  by  himself.  The  undersigned  is  sat- 
isfied that  the  bills  above  referred  to  were  legiti- 
mately contracted,  and  that  the  eitj  received  the 
benefit  of  the  expenditure;  and  he  further  believes 
that  the  amount  which  it  is  proposed  to  pay  is  an 
extremely  reasonable  proportion  of  the  expenses  in- 
curred. 

The  evidence  upon  which  the  majority  of  the 
committee  base  their  conclusions  is,  in  the  opinion 
Ol  the  undersigned,  of  a  most  unreliable  char- 
acter. It  should  be  understood  that  it  was 
mostly  ex  parte,  was  not  taken  under  oath 
and  the  animus  of  most  of  the  witnesses  was  so 
evident  as  to  affect  their  credibility.  Of  tbe 
two  experts  examined  by  the  committee  one  was 
a  dealer  in  plants,  who  thought  that  the  city  ought  to 
purchase  its  plants  annually,  and  was  prejudiced 
against  luring  any  greenhouses,  while  the  other  com- 
mended in  tbe  highest  terms  the  floral  display  made 
on  i  lu-  public  grounds  during  the  past  year,  but  had 
no  personal  knowledge  of  Mr.  Doogue's  greenhouses 
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The  undersigned  has  froni  the  outset  taken  the 
ground  that  the  committee  were  confined  to  investi- 
gating the  special  subject  of  the  greenhouse,  and 
considers  it  unnecessary  to  discuss  any  matters  not 
connected  therewith.  The  department  boing  in 
charge  of  a  joint  standing  committee  of  the  City 
Council,  the  undersigned  assumes  that  the  Common 
Council,  if  it  had  desired  an  investigation  of  the  de- 
partment wouid,  if  only  out  of  courtesy  to  the  other 
branch  as  well  as  to  its  own  members  wqo  are  on  the 
Standing  Committee,  have  requested  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  to  join  in  appointing  a  special  committee 
of  investigation. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  fully  agrees  with 
the  majority  of  the  committee  in  the  opinion  that 
the  city  should  have  its  own  greenhouses,  and  be- 
lieves that  his  associates  in  expressing  that  opinion 
show  that  the  experiment  with  Mr.  Doogue's  houses 
has  been  a  success. 

He  further  believes  that  Mr.  Doogue  is  equitably 
entitled  to  the  sum  that  has  been  reported,  and; 
therefore,  recommends  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Henry  Parkman. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barry,  of  Ward  16,  the  reports 
and  evidence  were  ordered  printed  and  further  con- 
sideration of  tbe  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting  at  twenty  minutes  past  eight. 

Mr.  Freeman,  of  Ward  10,  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands  upon  petition 
of  James  L.  Plimpton  for  a  modiBcaiion  of  the 
conditions  in  a  deed  from  the  city  to  Henry  R. 
Plimpton,  recommending  the  passage  of  an  order — 
That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  and  he  hereby  is  au- 
thorized to  execute  on  behalf  of  the  city,  an  in- 
strument satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  whereby 
the  city  shall  declare,  so  far  as  it  may  lawfully  do 
so,  without  affecting  the  legal  or  equitable  rights 
of  third  parties  holding  title  under  it,  that  the  con- 
ditions set  forth  in  a  deed  from  the  City  of  Boston  to 
Henrv  R.  Plimpton,  dated  September  11,  1875,  and 
recorded  with  Suffolk  Deeds,  book  1287,  leaf  169, 
shall  be  regarded  and  considered  by  the  city  as  re- 
strictions merely,  and  that  it  will  not  claim  any  for- 
feiture oi  the  land  described  in  said  deed  by  reason 
of  any  breach  of  the  said  conditions. 

The  order  was  passed.    Sent  up. 

A  personal  explanation. 
Mr.  Emery  of  Ward  18—1  wish  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  Mr. 
Whitmore,  thinks  I'did  him  injustice  ill  the  remaiks 
made  at  the  last  meeting  of  tbe  Council.  In  looking 
over  the  printed  report,  unquestionably  what  I  said 
looiis  as  if  I  was  quoting  the  remarks  of  tbe  gentle- 
man. As  1  did  not  intend  to  quote  his  language  and 
as  I  do  not  wish  to  appear  as  misquoting  him,  or  as 
doing  injustice  to  the  gentleman,  I  wish  to  call  this 
attention  to  the  subject. 

EVENING  HIGH  SCHOOL. 
Mr.  Emery,  of  Ward  18,  submitted  the  following: 
Report   of  Committee  on   Public  Instruction    on 
order    of    Common    Council    to  ascertain    whether 
there  is  not  a  bui'ding  that  could  be  used  instead   of 
the   new  High-school   building,   foi    evening    high 
school— Thai  there  is  a  school  building  on  Harrison 
avenue,  between  Essex  and  Beach  streets,  containing 
five  rooms  and  accommodations   for   250   scholars, 
with  facilities  for  lighting  in  the  evening.    The  com- 
mit' ee  believe  that  this  building  can  be  made  use  of 
for  the  evening  hign  school. 
Accepted,  sent  up. 

LEXINGTON-STREET    SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Mr.  Clapp,  of  Ward  14,  submitted  the  following: 
Tbe  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  accompanying  reque-t  from  the  School 
Committee  ;or  improvement  in  the  sanitary  accom- 
modations in  the  Lexington-street  Schoolhouse,  beg 
leave  to  report  that  they  have  examined  the  p'emises 
and  rind  that  the  condition  ot  the  building  will  annul 
of  a  partial  change  in  the  sanitary  arrangements,  of 
■which  your  committee  approve,  and  in  furtherance 
of  the  same  would  r  'commend  the  passage  of  the  ac- 
companying order: 

Ordered,  Tha'  tbe  Committee  ou  Public  Buildings 
be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  improve  the 
sanitary  accommodations  of  the  Lexington-street 
Schoolhouse  to  such  an  extent  as  tney  may  deem  ex- 
pedient. The  expense  therefor  to  be  charged  to  the 
Appropriation  for  Schoplhouses,  Public  Buildings. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Clapp,  of  Ward  14,  the  rule  was  suspended  and  tbe 
order  put  upon  its  passage. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  order  was 
amended  by  inserting  the  words  ,-in  the  mannei  re- 
quested by  the  School  Committee,"  and  as  amended 


passed.     Mr.   Gove   moved   to   reconsider.     Lost. 
Sent  up. 

PAY  OF    HEALTH  EMPLOYEES. 

Mr.  Folan,  of  Ward  13,  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Health  be  requested  to  establish  the  pay  of  street 
teamsters  at  the  rate  of  $56  per  month;  of  street 
helpers  at  the  rate  of  $52  per  month;  of  ash  and  offal 
drivers  at  the  rate  of  $50  per  month,  and  of  sweepers 
and  helpers  on  ash  and  offal  teams  at  the  rate  of  $48 
per  month. 

Mr.  Parkman  moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Health. 

M.  Folan— I  was  about  to  move  that  reference  my- 
self. Prior  to  the  year  of  retrenchment  those  were 
the  wages  established  in  the  Health  Department. 
At  present  they  are  $45.50,  $48,  $50  and  $52.  It 
seems  to  me  the  City  of  Boston  is  in  a  position  now 
to  pay  the  same  rate  of  wages  in  that  department 
that  it  did  prior  to  the  reduction. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Health.    Mr.  Folan  moved  a  reconsideration.    Lost. 

COMMON  COUNCIL  CONTINGENT  FUND. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Ward  11,  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Accounts  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  are  hereby  ordered  to  report  the  con- 
dition of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, and  also  a  statement  showing  the  expenditures 
for  the  present  financial  year,  and  the  vouchers 
therefor,  said  report  to  be  made  at  the  next  meeting 
of  tbe  Common  Council.  Passed.  Mr.  Williams 
moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

HOWARD  AVENUE  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

Mr.  Means,  of  Ward  20,  offered  an  order— That  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  oo  Public  Instruction,  to 
whom  June  20th.  1881,  there  was  referred  a  request 
of  the  School  Committee  "to  erect  a  two-room  build- 
ing at  or  near  the  southesterlv  corner  of  Columbia 
and  Quincy  streets,  or  to  remove  the  present  one  on 
Howard  avenue,and  to  erect  a  new  six-room  one  on  or 
near  its  site,"  be  requested  to  report  thereon  at  the 
next  meeting  of  this  Council.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

PROPOSED  WIDENING  OF  ALBANY  STREET. 
Mr.  Means,  of  Ward  20,  offered  an  order— That  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Streets  be  requested 
to  consider  and  report  the  expediency  of  widening 
Albany  street,  from  Northampton  to  Dearborn 
streets,  and  extending  the  same  to  Dudley  street. 
Passed.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Streets. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  ot  Ward  12.  offered  an  order— That 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lanos  be  authorized 
to  obtain  from  the  various  committees  and  depart- 
ments, the  information  in  regard  to  the  public  lands 
specified  in  the  order  passed  June  9th,  1881,  and 
printed  on  page  384  of  the  proceedings.  Passed. 
Sent  up. 

LIABILITY  OF  THE  CITY  FOR  SIDEWALK  ACCI- 
DENTS. 
Mr.  Williams,  of  Ward  11,  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Claims  be  requested  to  report 
what  change  is  needed  in  the  law  which  makes  "the 
city  liable  for  some  accidents  caused  by  ice  and  snow 
in  the  streets. 

Mr.  Williams  explained  the  object  of  the  order  to 
be  to  prevent  the  bringing  of  maoy  cases  for  com- 
pensation for  accident  on  the  sidewalk,  which  are 
brought  simply  under  a  technicality  of  the  law. 

The  order  was  passed. 

EVENING  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Lovell,  of  Ward  1,  offered  an  order — That  tbe 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be  instructed  to  tit 
up  for  use  as  an  eveniug  high  school  the  building  on 
Harrison  avenue  formerly  used  for  that  purpose,  at 
an  expense  not  exceeding  fifteen  hundred  dollars, 
and  that  the  same  he  tendered  to  the  School  Com- 
mittee for  use  in  that  maimer. 

Mr.  Williams  stated  that  ne  had  been  through  the 
building.  It  is  all  ready  for  use,  piped  for  gas,  aud  an 
officer  of  the  Public  Buildings'  Department  told  him 
all  it  needed  was  to  clean  tbe  building  and  wash  the 
floors,  which  would  not  cost  over  a  hundred  dol- 
lars. He  did  not  think  $1000  could  be  well  spent 
there. 

Mr.  Lovell  said  he  had  perfect  confidence  m  the 
committee  that  they  woulu  not  speDd  money  unnec- 
essarily. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  thought  there  was  no  necessity  for 
spending  so  much  money  after  the  information  re- 
ceived.   He  moved  to  amend  by  substituting  $100  for 

$ioon. 
Mr.  Lovell  accepted  the  amendment. 
Mr.  Clapp  said  the  committee  would  have  to  take 
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the  mooey  ont  of  their  own  oppropriation,  and  would 
spend  no  more  money  than  was  necessary. 

Mr.  Whitinore  moved  to  strike  out  the  part  relat- 
ing to  the  expense,  alter  what  had  been  said,  as  he 
was  willing  to  place  the  whole  responsibility  upon 
the  committee.  Fifteen  hundred  dollars  was  insert- 
ed in  the  firBt  place,  because  that  was  the  limit  to 
which  the  committee  could  go  without  advising  with 
the  School  Committee. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  withdrew  his  amendment.  The 
amendment  of  Mr.  Whitinore  was  adopted,  and  the 
order  passed  as  amended.  Mr.  Whitinere  moved  to 
reconsider.    Lost. 

Mr.  Child,  of  Ward  17,  moved  to  take  from  the 
table,  giving  notice  of  a  motion  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone, the  order  to  transfer  from  the  reserved  fund 
to  the  appropriation  for  schoolhouses,  public  build- 
ings, the  sum  or  $3500. 

Sir.  Child  understood  this  appropriation  was  for 
the  evening  high  school,  and  it  would  be  unneces- 
sary after  the  order  which  had  been  passed. 


Mr.  Whitmore  Slid  the  Harrison-avenue  building 
was  to  be  tendered  to  the  school  Committee,  bnt 
might  not  be  accepted.  The  order  had  better  lay 
upon  the  table  until  we  know  whether  they  will  ac- 
cept that  building,  which  will  be  on'y  a  matter  of 
courtesy  to  the  School  Committee. 

Mr.  Child  did  not  wish  to  do  anything  discourte- 
ous to  the  School  Committee.  As  an  appropriation 
had  been  made  tori  this  specific  purpose,  the  order 
might  as  well  be  indefinitely  postponed,  and  if  the 
subject  comes  up  again  a  new  one  can  be  offered. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  moved  to  adjourn.    Declared  lost. 

Mr.  Rosnoskv  doubted  the  vote,  and  the  Council 
was  divided,  11  for,  10  against. 

The  President— A  quorum  has  not  voted. 

Mr.  Hact  moved  the  Council  adjmrn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wharton  it  was  ordered  that  the 
roll  be  called  to  ascertain  whether  a  quorum  is  pres- 
ent. 

Aujourned.on  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman,  of  Ward  9. 
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BOARD     OF     ALDERMKN 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceeding's  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
NOVEMBER    14,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  Alderman 
O'Breu,  Chairman,  uresiding. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 
To  the  Committee,  on  Public  jtsuildings  on  the  part 
of  the    Board — Election  officers  of  Precinct!,  Ward 
10,  for  a  better  polling  place  in  future. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board — Henry  M. 
Taylor,  for  leave  to  project  one  electric  light  from 
building  1-7  Hauover  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps — Harrison  Loring  and 
others,  that  M  street,  between  Fii'sc  and  Third  streets, 
be  lighted. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving.—  Petitions  for  edge- 
stones  in  front  of  estates  of  Ella  E.  Mann  on  Craw- 
ford street;  H.  F.  &  C.  Hall,  East  Lenox  street; 
Edward  C.  Wheeler,  on  Melville  avenue. 

John  Bleiler  and  others,  that  Minden  street,  Rox- 
bury,  be  graded  and  put  in  order. 

Franklin  Haven  and  others,  trustees,  that  St.  Bo- 
tolph  street  and  Durham  street  be  graded,  &c. 

American  Bell  Telephone  Co  ,  for  permission  to 
lay  wires  underground  in  Franklin,  Pearl  and  Con- 
gress streets  and  Postoffice  square,  &c,  also  for 
leave  to  erect  poles  on  Beverly  street,  between 
Causeway  street  and  Warren  bridge,  also  to  erect 
and  use  poles  on  Gray  and  Foss  streets,  in  place  of 
poles  now  erected  and  in  use  on  Water,  Foss  and 
Chelsea  streets,  Charlestown. 

Petitions  for  edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk  in  front 
of  estates  of  L.  H.  Jones,  36,  38  and 40  Colony  street; 
Patrick  Brannon,  Norfolk  ave. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of 
Catherine  Moly,  182  H  street;  D.  C.  Knowlton,  342 
Beacon  street;  Thomas  and  H.  P.  Hall,  Harrison 
ave.,  corner  Lenox  street. 

Henry  C.  Hemmenway  and  others,  for  flagstone 
crossing  on  Adamsstreet,  at  Field's  Corner,  Dorches- 
ter. 

B.  Calleuder  and  others,  for  a  cross  walk  on  Wash- 
ington street  and  on  Wilmont  street,  at  Elmore 
street. 

Nahum  Morrison  and  others,  that  Gardner  and 
Morrison  streets,  West  Roxbury,  be  graded,  etc. 

Petitions  for  leave  to  move  wooden  buildings  by 
John  Quirk,  from  Brewer  street  to  Child  street,  Ward 
23;  John  Soley,  from  363  Maverick  street  to  359  Mav- 
erick street. 

Howard  L.  Hayford  and  others,  that  Thorndlke 
street  be  graded,  &c. 

To  the  Committee  on  Police  on  the  part  of  the 
Board— Charlestown  Young  Men's  Christian  Asso- 
ciation, for  leave  to  project  a  transparency  on  corner 
"of  Main  and  Union  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board— Petition  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  fol- 
lows' Geo.  W.  Hollis,  new  wooden,  2  additional 
horses,  Cambridge  street,  near  Union  Square,  Ward 
25. 

O.  G.  Cilley,  M.  D.,  new  brick,  4  horses,  39  Joy 
street,  Ward  10. 

James  Thorndike,  new  wooden,  1  horse,  Byron 
street,  near  Pope  street,  Ward  2. 

To  the  Committee  on  Armories — Co.  C,  First  Infan- 
try, for  repairs  on  their  armory. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection 
of  Buildings — Muisoii  Bros.,  to  erect  a  wooden  ad- 
dition to  wooden  building  on  Decatur  street,  corner 
of  Border  street.  Ward  2;  Highland  Street  Railway 
Companv,  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  829  and  831 
Shawmut  avenue,  Ward  19;  £ra  Russell  &  Co.,  to 
erect  a  wooden  building  ou  Albany  street,  corner 
Maiden  street.  Ward  17. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings— Charles  Russell,  M.  D.,  for  permission 
to  project  a  lantern  at  208  Tremont  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Licenses— E.  F.  Shiek,  for 
leave  to  run  a  line  of  coaches  from  West  Chester 
park  through  Swett  street  to  City  Point. 

To  the  Directors  of  the  Ferries— Bridget  Annie 
Murray,  to  be  paid  damages  for  personal  injuries  re- 
ceived when  landing  from  the  ferry-boat  D.  D. 
Kelly,  at  Bast  Boston,  Sept.  24th,  1881. 


HEABINGS 

were  had  as  follows : 

On  petition  of  Farwell  Brothers,  for  leave  to 
locate  and  use  a  steam-engine  and  boiler  at  Dorr 
street,  near  Ames  street. 

On  petition  of  N.  E.  Smelting  Co.,  for  leave  to 
locate  and  use  a  steam-engine  and  boiler  on  Chelsea 
street,  near  Fagle  street. 

No  objections.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 

THE  PROPOSED  SEWER  COMMISSION. 

Under  unfinished  business  the  board  considered 
the  order  for  application  to  the  legislature  for  a 
Sewer  Commission,  to  consist  of  the  City  Engineer, 
Superintendent  of  Sewers,  and  three  persons  at 
large. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Haldeman — 1  have  offered  this  order  in 
the  face  of  the  fact  that  soure  of  our  commissions 
have  not  the  confidence  of  the  City  Government  nor 
of  the  general  public,  but  I  take  it  rhat  this  is  iu  con- 
sequence ot  the  indifferent  material  composing  them 
rather  than  from  any  radical  defect  in  the  system.  I 
feel,  however,  that  it  is  about  time  that  such  an 
enormous  undertaking  as  our  costly  experiment  in 
the  way  of  improved  sewerage  should  be  managed 
according  to  common  sense  and  ordinary  business 
principles,  if  no  more.  I  desire  at  the  outset  to  say 
that  I  believe  that  the  several  committees  who  have 
had  control  of  the  work  siuce  its  inception  were 
quite  as  competent  and  efficient  as  was  possible  under 
the  circumstances.  In  the  first  place  it  is  improbable 
tbat  a  single  individual  could  be  found  in  any  Board 
of  Alderman  or  any  Common  Council,  who  was 
possessed  of  the  necessary  experience  and  pe- 
culiar adaptation  for  work  ot  this  magnitude, 
let  alone  rind  three  Aldermen  aud  five  Coun- 
cilmen  —  which  is  the  number  required  to 
compose  a  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage. 
We  will  grant  for  the  sake  of  argument  that  such 
a  preposterous  expectation  should  be  realized,  and 
an  able,  competent  committee  be  selected  iu  any  one 
year.  With  that  year  its  official  existence  ceases, 
and  a  new  impossible  committee  is  expected  to  be 
found  in  the  new  city  government.  It  may  be  stated 
here  that  the  Chairman  of  the  first  Committee  on 
Improved  Sewerage  has  tilled  this  highly  honorable 
position  continuously  until  the  present  time.  This, 
however,  is  an  accidental  state'of  things  for  which 
the  City  of  Boston  should  be  duly  tnaukful.  We 
will  also  grant  that  tue  Chairman  is  just  such  a  man 
as  the  city  should  have  at  the  head  of  so  important 
and  responsible  a  committee— that  he  has  had  the 
necessary  and  peculiarly  versatile  education;  and  prac- 
tical experience  in  conducting  great  enterprises.  We 
must  not,  however,  forget  that  this  gentleman  is  also 
chairman  of  six  other  committees,  auiong  which  is 
that  of  paving,  which  is  nearly  as  important  as  ike 
one  under  immediate  consideration.  It  is,  there- 
fore, an  absolute  impossibility  for  him  or  any  other 
human  oeing  to  penorm  properly  the  multifarious 
duties  appertaining  to  s>  many  diverse  interests, 
i  ither  one  of  which  should  have  his  entire  time  and 
<!evoted  attention  to  succeed  in  doing  his  full  duty. 
It  is  useless  for  us  at  mis  late  day  to  question  the  wis- 
dmn  of  tuis  great  eTperiuient,  or  to  debate  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  results  to  be  obtained  will  warrant 
the  outlay.  The  city  is  committed,  aud  must  continue 
votiiiq  millions  of  money  to  be  poured  out  in  tue  most 
reckless  manner,  to  accomplish  uncertain  results. 
It  is,  however,  quite  pertinent  to  look  over  the  sit- 
uation as  it  exists  to-day.  From  the  last  report  of 
the  City  Engineer  it  appears  that  about  eleven  miles 
of  sewers  have  been  built  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage,  and  it  is  officially 
given  out  that  so  soon  as  the  city's  pet  eugine  can  be 
gathered  together  by  Mr.  Leavitt  and  his'confreres, 
the  intercepting  sewers  will  be  opened,  and  so 
much  of  the  sewage  as  can  be  reached  will  be 
pumped  into  Dorchester  Bay  temporarily,  until  the 
tunnel  and  work  on  Moonlsland  are  completed ;  when 
it  will  be  delivered  into  the  channel  ami  be  carried 
out  to  sea  with  each  eob  tide.  As  conducted  uuder 
the  sapiant  direction  of  the  Citv  Engineer,  the  com- 
mittee have  allowed  and  authorized  the  building  of 
sewers  at  all  points  where  they  had  no  connection 
with  the  general  system,  and  could  not  have  tor  sev- 
eral years  to  come,  apparently  to  suit  the  convenience 
of  friendly  contractors.  Thus,  four  miles  of  sewers 
have  been  built  for  more  than  three  years;  eight 
miles  have  been  built  for  more  than  two  years,  and 
eleven  miles  have  been  built  for  more  than  one  year. 
A  considerable  proportion  of  the  sections  first  com- 
pleted are  located  at  tne  greatest  distance  from  the 
pumping  station,  and  must  necessarily  be  the  last  ro 
be  connected  and  utilized,  consequently  the  use  of 
these  sewers  has  been  lost  for  all  these  years, 
aud    the  interest    on  the   money   so   permanently 
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invested  thrown  away  or  wasted,  not  to  inen- 
tion  the  deterieratiou  to  the  masonry.  Now 
let  us  suppose  £01  a  uiomeut  that  this  system 
had  been  inaugurated  by  a  commission  composed  of 
practical  business  men,  with  a  view  to  utilizing  the 
work  as  it  progressed*  it  is  more  thai,  probable  that 
they  wouidhavereversedthe  order  of  procedure  and, 
instead  of  commencing  the  r  work  ou  Section  1  and 
2  In  Camden  street,  in  Beacon,  aqd  Chat  lea  streets 
and  in  South  Boston  -svitli  the  sectiou  farthest 
awav  from  its  connection,  commenced  at  Old  Har- 
bor "Point  with  Section  6  of  the  main  sewer  and 
pushed  it  forward  toward  the  city  and  simultaneous- 
ly ordered  an  engine  from  Mr.  George  H.  Corliss 
under  a  contract  similar  to  the  one  now  in  contro- 
vert Had  such  a  course  been  adopted  Mr.  Corliss 
would  have  had  his  engine  upon  the  ground  Ul  six 
months,  and  so  soon  as  the  main  had  reached  the 
hist  outlet  of  the  city's  .-ewers,  the  pumps  could  de- 
liver the  flow  into  Dorchester  Bay.  By  such  a  course 
the  South  Bed  and  the  Back  Bay  districts  could  Uave 
been  relieved  of  their  foul  odors  from  the  delivery 
of  the  city's  tilth  upon  the  flats  of  South  Bay 
and  Charles  River  three  years  ago.  That  is,  had  we 
commenced  at  the  right  end  instead  of  at  the  wrong 
end  and  at  intermediate  points  unconnected  with  eacii 
other  or  with  the  mains,  we  could  have  had  the  ben- 
efit of  four  miles  of  sewers  three  years  ago, the  beueiit 
of  eight  miles  two  years  aao,audthe  benefit  of  eleven 
miles  one  year  ago.  how,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hold 
that  it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  any  committee  to 
be  selected  I  rom  the  City  Government  as  now  con- 
stituted, to  do  the  city  justice  in  a  work  of  this  kind. 
I  have  no  desire  to  make  reference  to  individuals.  It 
is  not  in  human  nature  that  such  men  can  be  found. 
i  think  it  is  tune  that  men  should  be  selected  who 
should  remain  in  office  long  enough  to  complete  this 
work,  without  the  risk  of  the  changes  which  come  at 
the  end  of  each  v ear.  I  believe  three  suitable  men 
can  be  found  wh»  have  had  large  experience  and  ed- 
ucation suitable  for  the  purpose,  to  whom  can  be 
a  Ided  the  Superintendent,  of  Sewers  and  City  Er.gi- 
iii  er,  and  with  them  making  a  board  of  tive  commis- 
sioners. I  have  mentioned  five  thousand  dollars,  lie- 
cause  I  believe  that  is  as  much  as  the  City  Govern- 
ment would  be  willing  to  grant,  although  I  believe  a 
larger  sum  would  be  cheap,  if  we  got  the  right 
men.  The  only  risk  we  have  to  ruu  is  in  the  selec- 
tion of  the  men.  I  see  the  difficulty,  but  we 
must  rely  upon  the  coming  City  Government  with 
such  confidence  as  the  importance  of  the  case  re- 
quires. The  very  fact  of  the  main  being  completed 
now  from  the  pumping  station  up  to  the  city  proper, 
and  the  fact  there  is  no  machinery  ready  to  make  the 
delivery, 's  one  of  the  peculiar  things  connected  with 
this  machinery  controversy.  We  know  that  an  en- 
gine was  ready  a  year  ago,  and  could  have  been  in 
position  nearly  a  y;ar  ago,  and  mucli  earlier  if  re- 
quired, and  we  could  have  been  lelieved.  It  is  not 
certain  now  how  soon  we  can  set  to  pumping.  Of 
course  I  t.m  not  referring  to  the  question  as  to 
wbethei  or  not  the  dedveiv  in  Dorchester  Bay  will 
be  permitted.  It  has  been  alleged  that  an  effort  will 
lie  made  to  allow  it,  and  I  have  no  doubt  we  can 
make  the  delivery  there  at  certain  times  of  the  day 
without  its  becoming  a  nuisance.  With  a  proper  de- 
livery it  will  never  become  a  nuisance.  The  ttowage 
is  sufficient,  and  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water 
it  can  be  done  without  objection  until  the  comple- 
tion of  the  tunnel  over  Squautum  Neck  and  the 
works  at  Moon  Island.  I  believe  the  appointment 
of  such  a  commission  is  necessary,  n.ore  parlicularly 
on  account  of  the  changes  each  year,  and  of  the  im- 
possibility of  following  out  a  system.  As  the  case 
now  stands  you  ask  an  inquiiy,  and  no  one  appears 
tn  lie  responsible.  You  challenge  any  state  of 
things,  the  present  committee  either  p:ace  it  upon 
the  present  or  the  previous  engineer.  You  go  to  the 
present  engineer,  he  places  it  upon  the  previous  en- 
gineer; and  so  it  goes.  No  one  is  responsible,  and  so 
the  enormous  cost  goes  on  without  any  idea  when  it 
is  going  to  stop.  I  think  the  Importance  of  the  sub- 
ject does  not  require  anything  more  than  a  simple 
suggestion  and  the  calling  of  the  Aldermen's  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  of  the  large  undertaking,  the  great 
COSl  of  money  and  the  looseness  with  which  the  man- 
agement of  Et  has  been  done  and  must  necessarily  be 
done,  no  matter  who  happens  to  be  on  the  Commit- 
tee on  Improved  Sewerage.  With  all  due  respect  to 
the  gentlemen  composing  the  committee  and  to  those 
of  previous  committees,  it  is  an  impossibility  to  carry 
out  the  work  as  it  should  be  done,  and  as  the  great 
undertaking  de-erves. 

Alderman  Slade— I  have  had  the  honor,  whether 
fortunate  or  unfortunate,  of  being  upon  Hie  Com- 
mittee on  Imoroved  Sewerage  from  the  commence- 
ment, ar-d  as  the  Aldermau  has  stated,  I  have  iriven 
a  great  deal   of  time  to  it— all   that   I   thought  was 


necessary,  and  I  am  not  sure  but  nearly  or  quite  as 
much  as  any  commissioner  would  have  given.  It 
has  been  my  study  day  and  night  from  the  com- 
mencement, of  course  you  all  understand  that  be- 
fore the  first  blow  was  struck  the  eugineers  had  this 
scheme  and  plan  laid  out  on  papei.  It  was  laid  out 
in  sections,  to  be  let  on  contract  as  the  engineers 
thought  most  expedient  and  best.  Nearly  all  this 
worl;  has  been  done  by  contract,  except  the  pumping 
station  aqd  one  or  two  pieces  of  work  fir.it  the  city 
bad  been  obliged  to  take  in  hand  and  complete.  A 
large  portion  of  it  via*  let  at  first  to  different  con- 
tractors the  tirst  year,  covering  most  of  the  ground 
that  the  Alderman  speaks  ol.  The  smaller  jobs  were 
completed  in  a  shorter  time.  The  sections  of  the  sew- 
er, which  are  not  more  than  three  and  a  half  to  five  or 
six  feet  in  diameter,  were  finished  tirst,  because  they 
were  smaller  jobs  to  complete.  There  was  not  the 
delay  hie  Alderman  speaks  of  in  taking  hold  of  this 
work  from  beginning  to  end,  but  the  grand  trunk  of 
the  whole  system  was  going  along  at  the  same  time 
that  the  other  work  was,  and  is  now  completed. 
There  are  a  little  over  ten  miles  of  this  sewer  com- 
pleted, finished,  ready  for  occiipaucv.  It  is  ready  to 
work  whenever  the  heart  and  life  are  put  into  it, 
which  are  the  pumps  and  the  pumping  station, 
from  Beacon  street,  with  the  exception  of  the  sener 
from  the  Public  Garden  sewer,  it  will  start  from 
Charles  street  and  go  deir  around  the  Back  Bay, 
and  the  internal  sewers  are  connected  with  the  inter- 
cepting sewer,  so  that  they  can  be  let  in  at  any 
moment.  The  whole  of  the  west  and  south  sides, 
including  Uoxbury  canal  sewer,  are  all  ready,  or 
will  be  within  two  or  three  weeks,  to  enter  thi-  main 
sewer.  The  work  to  be  finished  as  at  the  ends 
running  back,  lor  instance,  from  Charles  street  to 
Canal  street  ou  this  side— Cauul  street  being  as  far 
as  it  is  intended  to  go — and  from  Albany  street, 
whtre  they  are  now  at  work,  around  as  far  as  Clin- 
ton street,  where  there  is  a  large  sewer,  and  that  is 
supposed  to  be  the  end  of  the  sewer.  The  two  or 
three  small  sewers  at  the  North  End  will  ruu  wuere 
they  do  now;  they  don't  amount  to  much  and  are 
comparatively  insignificant.  The  pumps  now  beiug 
gathered  together,  as  the  Alderman  states  if,  will  be 
leady  to  work  by  the  middle  of  January.  It  is  pro- 
posed at  that  time  to  use  them  enough  to  clean  out 
the  sewers  of  what  water  is  now  in  them,— I  suppose 
there  is  some,— and  by  the  middle  of  March,  if  the 
legislature  grants  the  privilege  of  pumping  into 
Dorchester  Bay— and  I  don't  think  it  will  do  any 
harm,  as  the  Alderman  has  suggested — the  expecta- 
tion is  that  the  sewage  can  be  taken  care  of  so  far  as 
we  have  cone.  The  part  to  be  finished,  as  I  have 
suggested,  is  the  small  work— the  small  ends  of  the 
sewer.  The  grand  body  ot  the  system,  the  trunk  of 
the  whole,  so  to  speak,  Is  finished.  The  sewer  around 
to  South  Boston,  although  not  quite  far  enough  to 
take  in  all  the  South  Boston  sewers,  is  built,  and 
what  Is  called  the  Stony  Brook  sewer  isali  completed 
and  ready  for  worli.  The  Moon  Island  works,  and 
the  syphon  under  Dorchester  Bav,  are  delayed  and 
will  be  delayed  beyond  the  time  specified,  or  that 
they  were  expected  to  be  finished.  The  contractors 
that  took  those  jobs  of  course  very  soon  found  them- 
selves compelled  to  pay  very  much  more  for  labor 
and  material  than  they  accounted  for.  Everything 
has  arisen,  and  it  has  about  shut  them  up,  so  to 
speak,  although  the  work  is  going  on — not  as  fast  as 
I  should  like  to  see,  but  as  fast  as  twenty  commis- 
sioners could  push  it,  if  we  had  them.  Now,  I  don't 
believe  it  to  be  at  y  egotism  for  me  to  say 
that  this  work  has  been  pushed  as  fast  as  it  could 
have  been  under  a  commission,  and  that  there  hasn't 
been  any  money  foolishly  spent.  I  suppose  the  Al- 
dermen aie  aware  of  the  fact  that  a  commission  has 
been  appointed  by  the  Governor,  under  an  act  of  the 
legislature,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Chesbrougb,  Ames, 
Dr.  Walker  and  A.  AV.  Boarduian,to  take  this  whole 
matter  of  sewage  into  consideration,  including  the 
west  side  of  Charles  river,  Charlestown  and  all 
round  on  that  side,  and  also  Newton  and  the  cities 
above,  and  as  I  understand,  the  Mystic  sewer.  All 
those  matters  are  being  considered  now  by  a  com- 
mission appointed  by  the  Governor.  What  report 
they  will  make  this  winter  remains  to  be  seen. 
Whether  they  report  that  a  commission  shall  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  this  whole  matter  into  consideration 
and  carry  out  their  views,  charging  the  expenses  to 
the  cities  an  1  towns  to  be  benefited  by  the  system, 
is  a  question  that  they  are  considering.  Now,  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  have  stated  this  thing  as  correctly  as  I 
can.  1  think  it  is  correct.  I  cannot  see  now  what 
necessity  there  is  for  appointing  a  commission  when 
this  work  is  so  near  completed.  The  contracts  are 
ail  let.  Whether  the  contractors  will  all  get  through 
with  thein— possibly  one  may  not — remains  to  be 
seen.    Tlmt  one  matter  is  now  under  consideration 
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by  the  committee.  We  are  not  fooling  away  any 
time  on  it.  Th,e  thing  is  being  pushed  as  fast  as  it 
can  be,  it  seems  to  me.  There  has  been  no  delay.  It 
is  true  it  has  been  bard  work — a  good  deal  of  it. 
But  I  feel  that  nothing  has  been  neglected,  and  that 
the  condition  this  system  of  improved  sewerage  is  m 
to-day  is  such  that  the  appointment  of  a  commission 
at  this  late  day  is  uncalled  tor,  taking  all  the  circum- 
stances into  consideration,  including  the  expected 
legislative  action.  I  do  not  have  any  doubt  but  that 
a  Board  of  Aldermen  or  City  Council  will  be  select- 
ed another  year,  f.-om  whom  can  be  selected  a  com- 
mittee that  "will  continue  this  work  successfully.  As 
I  said  before,  this  pump— it  isn't  the  Corliss  en- 
gine; I  am  sorry  the  Alderman  brought  that  name  in 
here  to-day;  Monsieur  Tonson  comes  here  too  often, 
but  let  that  be  where  it  is— is  near  ly  ready  to  commence 
work".  In  all  probability  by  the  middle  of  January 
it  will  be  ready  to  move  and  be  at  work  upon  the 
sewer  cleaning  it  out,  and  by  the  middle  of  March 
the  whole  sewage  of  the  South  End  and  a  larse  part 
of  the  city  can  be  taken  care  of.  With  these  facts 
stated  here,  if  this  Board  of  Aldermen  f  eei,  with 
their  ideas  about  commissions,  that  it,  is  best  to  create 
another  commission,  with  an  expense  of  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars,  more  or  less,  a  year,  for  three  years,  of 
course  they  can  do  it;  but  I,  for  one,  cannot  see  the 
necessity  for  it,  and  1  think  I  have  looked  into  this 
matter  as  closely  as  auy  other  member  of  this  board 
can  or  ever  will. 

Alderman  Haldeman — The  Alderman  has  well  said 
that  tbis  has  been  brought  up  late  in  the  season,  or 
late  in  the  sessi'  n.  It  is  true  1  have  failed  earlier  in 
the  year,  just  as  I  fail  now,  but  I  was  a  young  mem- 
ber in  this  board  to  suggest  such  a  radical  change. 

Alderman  Slade — If  1  said  late  in  the  season  I  meant 
in  the  construction  of  the  sewer,  and  not  in  the  ses- 
sion of  this  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Alderman  Haldeman  —  1  would  have  suggested 
this  much  earlier,  were  it  not  that  any  action  taken 
would  have  been  a  reflection  upon  or  interference 
with  the  present  committee.  Tney  have  now  about 
one  mouth  more  of  service,  when  the  official  year 
closes.  If  any  action  is  taken  upon  tbis  order,  it 
goes  to  the  next  legi  lature,  and  any  effect  to  be 
brought  about  will  come  next  year.  We  have  no 
guarantee  as  to  the  character  of  the  next  committee, 
or  the  material  to  be  elected  to  the  City  Govern- 
ment, from  which  that  committee  will  be  selected. 
I  h-ive  fixed  three  vears  us  the  life  of  the  commis- 
sion, because  I  believe  it  will  require  three  years  to 
complete  this  system  to  a  successful  issue.  I  believe 
myself  that  it  will  be  successful,  although  it  is  enor- 
mously expensive;  and  whether  or  not  the  city  is 
wise  iii  estabhshiug  so  expensive  a  system  in  antici- 
pation of  the  great  population  which  we  may  have 
forty  or  fifty  years  hence,  is  not  worth  debating  now. 
We  are  in  for  it,  and  must  carry  it  out.  I  believe 
that  three  years  ought  to  finish  the  system.  I 
shouldn't  like  to  make  the  term  of  service  longer  for 
the  commission,  for  fear  they  might  drag  it  out  to 
cover  their  term  of  oHice.  1  would  fix  three  years 
as  the  ultimatum  beyond  which  the  commission  could 
not  go.  I  think  the  amount  of  money  paid  for  sala- 
ries to  such  a  commission  is  a  small  matter  where 
the  expenditures  are  so  great.  I  think  it  is  wrong 
for  the  City  Government  to  expect  any  committee  to 
devote  the  time,  labor  and  responsibility  that  are 
necessary  foi  matters  of  this  kind,  and  to  the  detri- 
ment of  their  own  business.  I  think  the  position  is 
a  false  one  that  the  city  should  expect  such  a  thing 
from  any  of  their  Aldermen.  It  is  not  in  the  nature 
of  things  thai  any  Aldeimau  or  Councilman  can 
give  the  time,  labor  and  attention  necessary, 
no  matter  who  he  may  be,  nor  should  he  do  it  with- 
out compensation.  These  gentlemen  should  be  men 
of  large  experience.  I  don't  ask  for  experts,  because 
our  Superintendent  of  Sewers  and  City  Engineer  are 
supposed  to  supply  that  want,  but  I  think  the  im- 
portance is  great  enough  to  warrant  the  change.  In 
reference  to  dragging  in  the  engine  business,  1  am 
just  as  sorry  to  mention  it  as  any  one,  but  the  fact  is 
still  staring  us  in  the  face,  and  the  fact  remains,  that 
we  have  had  a  large  portion  of  tlmse  sewers  lying 
idle,  wasting  money,  for  want  of  machinery  to  turn 
it  away.  Had  Mr.  Corliss's  engine  been  accepted 
last  year  when  it  was  ready  we  could  have  been 
pumping  to-day.  It  looks  as  if  it  were  a  part  of  the 
scheme  to  throw  overboard  tbis  machinery  in  order 
to  gather  together  other  machinery.  What  I  meant 
by  that  was,  that  the  machinery  is  distributed  in  dif- 
ferent shops.  A  large  sum  of  money  has  been  ad- 
vanced on  machinery  that  is  not  completed,  and  I 
think  that  of  itself  should  cause  some  inquiry.  There 
is  no  reason  why  that  engine  should  not  have  been 
finished  long  ago.  Although  there  may  have  been 
some  accidents,  vet  as  a  whole  it  should  have  been 
completed.    Our  South   End   would  have  been   re- 


lieved long  ago  if  this  system  had  been  prosecuted 
with  a  view  to  practical  results.  I  hold  that  we  have 
been  wasting  time  and  money  in  interest,  if  in  noth- 
ing more.  There  is  no  reason  why  this  system,  as  it 
has  been  completed  for  three  years,  should  not  have 
been  attached  to  the  city  system  of  sewers.  I  may 
mention  in  this  connection  t»o  or  three  points  where 
the  city  sewers  are  in  a  baa  condition,  wnere  they 
are  waiting  for  this  intercepting  sewer.  Were  they 
all  under  one  mauagement  we  could  long  since  have 
turned  some  ot  our  city  sewers  into  tbe  intercepting 
sewer,  and  by  a  little  relief  could  have  used  those  in- 
tercepting sewers  as  a  receptacle  for  the  overflow 
from  our  sewers  what  we  cannot  dispose  of  at  the 
present  time.  A  case  in  point  is  the  neighborhood  of 
the  Mechanics'  fair,  where  they  desired  to  open  the 
sewer  and  let  the  matter  run  into  it,  but  the  City  En- 
gineer refused  to  allow  it.  We  might  as  well  utilize 
what  we  have,  and  it  would  have  relieved  us  of  a 
gieat  expenditure  of  money  in  many  directions.  That 
is  the  reason  I  think  the  entr. e  Sewer  Department 
should  be  under  one  head.  It  would  oe  very  easy  to 
add  other  departments  that  should  be  under  the  same 
control,  but  that  would  strike  the  heads  of  those  de- 
partments, and  the  enormous  amount  of  patrouage 
distributed,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  succeed. 
We  had  better  take  half  a  loat  than  no  bread, 
would  ra'her  ask  for  a  commission  forthe  Sewer  De- 
partment, with  a  possibility  of  getting  it,  than  ask 
for  a  commission  or  board  of  public  works,  and  not 
get  anything.  If  the  period  of  time,  three  years,  is 
too  much,  we  will  ascertain  that  fact  and  reduce  the 
term  of  office;  and  if  it  is  not  long  enough,  we  will 
make  it  five  years.  Of  course  the  Alderman's  judg- 
ment is  better  than  mine  as  to  the  time  neces- 
sary to  complete  this  system  to  a  successful  termina- 
tion. It  may  be  possible  after  we  make  the  delivery 
at  Moon  Island,  that  we  shall  here  have  to  continue 
the  sewer  further  into  deep  water,  but  that  is  a  ques- 
tion for  tbe  future.    I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

Alderman  Curds — We  have  a  committee  ou  com- 
missions, and  in  all  probability  they  will  be  ready  to 
report  next  week,  and  there  will  no  doubt  be  a  long 
discussion  when  that  report  comes  in.  IE  there  can 
be  no  objections  I  would  refer  this  order  to  the 
Joint  Special  Committee  on  Commissions. 

Alderman  Slade — Before  the  vote  is  taken  1  want 
to  sav  another  woro.  I  don't  object  to  the  reference. 
In  regard  to  the  possibility  of  starling  any  pump  one 
year  ago:  The  building  of  this  pumping  station  has 
been  done  by  day's  labor  by  the  city.  It  has  been  an 
enormous  thing  to  do,  to  go  down  forty  feet  in  that 
sand  and  below  tide  water,  to  take  care  of  the  tide 
water,  tbe  quicksands  and  all  the  impediments  we 
have  met  with,  to  put  in  thatpumping  statiou,  and  it 
has  taken  longer  than  it  was  hoped  it  would  take  in 
the  beginning.  But  the  moment  that  foundation 
was  completed  and  ready  to  recei7e  the  pumpiog 
machinery  it  was  ready  and  there  to  be  put  up,  and 
would  have  beer  there  earlier  if  we  had  been  ready. 
It  is  no  fault  of  the  manufacturer  of  the  engines. 

Alderman  Hersey — While  I  should  agree  with  the 
Alderman  who  offered  this  order,  if  it  had  been 
offered  at  the  time  thi-t  work  was  started,  asajndi- 
cious  thing  for  the  city  to  do,  yet  at  this  late  day. 
with  the  city  committed  to  a  plan,  with  the  work  un- 
der contract,  and  the  larger  portion  of  it  completed, 
it  seems  to  me  it  is  not  the  time  to  start  j". commis- 
sion. The  gentleman  has  not  shown  where  there  has 
been  any  loss  to  the  city  through  its  having  been  car- 
ried on  by  a  committee,  more  than  would  have  oc- 
curred under  a  commission.  Now,  in  regard  to  com- 
mencing certain  portions  of  the  work  long  before 
they  were  needed:  I  think  it  can  be  shown  satisfac- 
torily to  anybody  that,  the  city  lias  saved  a  large 
amount  of  money  by  contracting  for  *hose  sewers  at 
the  time  it  did,  when  material  a'nrt  labor  were  cheap, 
when  there  were  a  preat  many  unemployed  people  in 
the  City  of  Boston  seeking  employment,  who  might 
have  been  compelled  to  seek  charity  had  they  not 
had  this  large  work  upon  which  they  could  get  em 
ployment.  Now,  we  must  commence  somewhere  in 
an  undertaking  of  this  kind,  and  end  somewhere. 
You  might  as  well  say,  why  commence  at  one  end  of 
the  Dorcherter  Bay  tunnel  and  at  the  other  end. 
when  you  haven't  tbe  middle  completed?  We  com- 
menced tbe  work  where  we  could  get  at  it  and  place 
it  under  contract.  Parties  competent  to  make  such 
contracts  are  not  very  abundant.  We  have  got  to 
keep  at  work  upon  portions  in  order  to  get  the  whole 
completed.  Now,  iu  regard  to  the  engines:  I  see  no 
advantage  in  having  Mr.  Corliss's  or  any  other  eu- 
gine  completed  at  this  time.  I  doubt  if  the  legisla- 
ture will  give  permission  to  flow  the  Dorchester 
Bay  flats  and  leave  the  matter  exposed  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  time.  You  have  got  it  now  upon  thi- 
side,by  the  infilling  of  the  Commonwealth  flats, where 
the  miasma  arises,  and  yon  want  to  do  the  same 
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thing  on  the  other -ide.  I  think  there  will  be  objec- 
tions not  onlv  trom  South  Boston  but  neighboring 
Cities  nd  town*  against  it.  X  don't  believe  the  legis- 
lature will  give  you  permission  to  put  the  sewaae  out 
at  tiiat  point.  So  there  is  no  delay,  it  seetns  to  rae. 
inconsequent  of  the  engines  not  being  completed. 
In  regard  to  the  work  at  Moon  Island,  titers  is  where 
lb"  gri  at  delay  has  occurred.  That  is  where  unfore- 
seen circumstances  have  occurred  in  the  contracts 
and  in  the  work  that  no  comtnis-iou  could  have  fore- 
seen, anv  more  than  a  committee  could.  Certainly 
I  have  no  objection  to  tt  is  matter  going  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commissions,  but  certainty,  sojfar  as  I  can 
see  now,  i  shall  vote  against  a  Commission  on  the 
Improved  Sewerage  at  this  late  day. 

Aktrrinan  Curtis — I  made  that  modem  in  order  to 
prevent  discussion  at  this  time,  because  when  the 
reptrtof  the  Committee  on  Commissions  comes  in 
there  will  be  discussion  upon  this  subject.  If  I 
thought  there  would  not  be  discussion,  I  should  want 
to  answer  the  gentleman  who  last  spoke,  for  a  house 
divided  against  itself  must  fall.  You  see  that  the 
committee  are  divided.  I  hope  the  order  will  go  to 
the  Committee  on  Commissions. 

Alderman  Slade — I  don't  linow  that  the  committee 
is  divided.  The  question  of  pumping  into  Dorchester 
Bay  goes  to  the  legislature. 

alderman  Haldeman— I  think  it  is  unfair  for  the 
Alderman  on  my  immediate  right  to  state  that  I  sug- 
ge-ted  the  turning  of  this  sewage  into  Dorchester 
Bay.  That  is  not  my  suggestion,  but  I  understand 
it  is  the  plan  of  the  City  Engineer  and  the  Committee 
on  Improved  Sewerage,  to-day.  I  am  simply  taking 
up  the  question  as  they  place  it.  That  suggestion 
comes  from  the  other  side.  Now,  the  gentleman 
states  that  the  legislature  maj  not  allow  the  turning 
of  this  sewage  into  Dorchester  Bay.  That  may  be  a 
ques  ion.  But  the  City  of  Boston  to-day  is  turning 
the  sewage  on  to  the  South  Boston  flats  at  all  stages 
of  the  tide,  and  they  are  turning  it  into  Charles  Riv- 
er on  the  west  -ide  at  ail  stages  of  toe  tide,  and  I  cer- 
tain ly  think  n.  would  be  le.-s  objectionable  to  turn 
sewaae  into  Dorchester  Bay  at  Old  Harbor  Point,  at 
an  ebb  tide,  than  it  will  be  to  turn  it  on  to  the  flats 
when  the  tiae  is  out,  as  we  have  been  doing  for  the 
last  generation  and  are  doing  to-day.  The  Alderman 
says  it  was  wise  to  carry  on  this  work  while  labor  and 
materials  were  cheap  and  poor  people  could  be  cared 
lor.  I  don't  object  to  that.  I  don't  object  to  the 
work  having  been  done,  but  I  do  object  to  its  having 
been  made  at  points  distant  from  the  main  sewers  or 
outlets.  Take  South  Boston,  ror  instance;  I  don't 
see  why  Section  1  in  South  Burton  should  have  been 
completed  toree  years  ago,  aud  the  intermediate  sec- 
tion perhaps  not  finished  at  this  late  day.  If  tbev 
had  commenced  at  Section  3,  which  connects  with 
the  main  sewer,  aud  worked  there  and  turned  into 
the  intercepting  sewer  as  fast  as  poss'ble,  and  deliv- 
ereu  it,  it  *ould  have  been  all  right,  but  beginn- 
ing as  tbep  did  ard  working  towards  the  outlet 
seems  to  have  been  putting  the  cart  before  the 
horse.  It  was  just  as  easy  to  commence  at 
the  other  end.  I  believe  the  work  has  been 
well  done.  But  we  have  also  lost  money.  I 
believe  that  if  a  set  of  competent  gentlemen  had  had 
charge  of  this  work  they  would  have  done  it  in  a  dif- 
ferent way.  Each  committee  hid  a  year's  time  ro 
work  upon  it.  Committees  are  very  aot  to  judge  of 
matters  immediately  before  them.  They  do  not  take 
the  whole  subject  in  hand.  Of  course  it  the  Alder- 
men think  best  to  refer  this  order  to  the  Specif] 
Committee  on  Commissions  I  canoot  object,  but  I 
think  that  will  be  its  grave.  That  is  one  of  the  com- 
mittees that  1  doubt  it  they  have  an;  desire  to  report 
upon  the  matters  they  now  have  in  charge.  I  think 
that  is  one  of  the  committees  thbt  will  wait  until  the 
outgoing  of  this  administration  before  they  bring  in 
a  document,  and  will  respectfully  move  to  refer  it  to 
the  next  City  Government.  It  is' one  of  the  commit- 
tees that  it  is  very  hard  to  get  a  report  from.  It  is 
like  the  investigation  of  the  Police  Commissioner', 
There  are  three  commissioners  who  are  held  under 
suspicion.  It  has  gone  out  that  they  are  being  inves- 
tigated. It  has  a  tendency  to  encourage  a  lack  of 
discipline  In  tl.e  force,  and  the  whole  thing  is  demor- 
alizing. If  this  Committee  on  Commissi  ns  have  a 
report  to  make  why  don't  they  make  it?  If  the  Com- 
on  Commissions  have  a  report  and  there  is 
any  possibility  of  its  coming  in  soon.  I  have  no  ob- 
je-tion  to  this  order  goi  g  to  them,  but  if  it  is  going 
there  for  the  purpose  of  burying  it,  I  object  to  it 

Alderman  Hersey— lite  gentleman  assumes  -that 
the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  are  com- 
mitted to  the  plan  of  re  ommending  to  the  legisla- 
ture the  granting  of  the  right  to  flow  this  sewage 
upon  Dorchester  flats.  The  fact  is  that  matter  has 
Dot  been  considered  by  the  Committee  on  Improved 
Sewerage.    No  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  it. 


When  it  comes  before  that  committee  I  shall  oppose 
it.  I  see  a  givat  deal  of  oiference  between  pouring 
sewage  upou  the  Dorchester  flats  aud  carrying  it  out 
into  the  channel.  The  solid  matter  is  precipitated 
long  before  it  reaches  the  southern  shore  ot  Squan- 
tum  and  Dorchester.  The  effect  will  be  vastly  dif- 
ferent between  exposing  it  upon  the  flats  and  carry- 
ing it  out  as  now. 

Alderman  Curtis — i  can  only  add  one  word  in  reply 
to  what  the  Alderman  has  said  in  relation  to  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Commissions.  It  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  committee  had  all  the  com- 
missions of  Bos'.on  to  investigate  and  were  required 
to  call  each  commission  before  them.  They  have 
done  so,  aud  have  been  at  work  every  week.  I  think 
they  meet  again  this  week,  and  if  possible,  I  think 
they  will  bring  the  matter  to  a  focus  within  a  week. 

The  Chairman — The  Chair  would  state,  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Commissions,  that  they 
have  already  printed  a  large  octavo  volume  of  evi- 
dence which  they  have  taken,  and,  as  the  Alderman 
has  just  s:ated,  it  is  their  intention  to  report  it  within 
a  week. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Special  Committee 
on  Commissions. 

constable's  bond. 

The  bond  of  J .  Edward  Priest,  constable,  being 
presented  duly  certified,  was  approved  by  the 
board. 

PETITIONS  FOR,  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Petitions  for  leave  to  locate  and  use  steam  engines 
were  received  as  follow?:  Photo-electrotype  En- 
graving &  Manufactuiing  Co.,  for  leave  to  locate 
and  use  a  steam  eneine  and  boiler  at  US  Oliver 
street. 

H.  L.  Bowkcr  &  Co.,  295  Franklin  street. 

Ordeis  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings  thereon 
ou  Dec  5th  next,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

PAPERS   FROM  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Report  aud  order  for  a  petition  to  the  legislature 
for  an  act  to  further  secure  the  public  against  the 
sale  of  uuwbolesorue  meats  and  provisions  in  ad 
jacent  towns  which  supply  this  city  with  such  meats 
and  provisions.  (City  Doc.  132.)  Order  passed  in 
concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Publi;  Lauds  to  obtain 
the  information  in  regard  to  public  lands  specified 
in  order  of  June  9,  1881.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Instruction  to  re 
port  at  next  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  ou  pro- 
posed new  schoolhouse  on  Columbia  street.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  to  improve  the  sanitary  condi- 
tion of  the  Lexington-street  schoolhouse.  Order 
passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  aud  order  relating  to  estate  of  James  L. 
Plimpton,  at  corner  of  Albany  and  Dover  streets,  by 
which  certain  restrictions  are  declared  to  operate  as 
conditions  only.    Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  order  requesting  the  Fire  Commis- 
sioners to  appoint  au  additional  permanent  man  on 
engine  companies  16,  17,  28  and  29,  and  that  an  adui- 
tional  appropriation  of  $3000  be  m?de  to  meet  tue 
expense  of  so  doing.    Order   passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  orders  for  the 
payment  of  $3000  to  the  widow  of  Thomas  J.  Tobey, 
a  fireman  killed  on  the  tireboat  William  M.  Flan- 
ders, April  15, 1881,  while  said  "  obey  was  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  city,  and  for  the  Committee  on  Finance 
to  provide  means  for  the  payment  of  the  amount. 
Order  passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  tor  the  Committee  on  Claims  to  report  what 
change  is  needed  in  the  law  making  cities  anu  towns 
liable  for  accidents  in  highways  caused  by  ice  and 
suow.    Passed  in  concuirence. 

City  Solicitor. 

A  certificate  came  down  of  the  election  of  Andrew 
J.  Bailey  as  City  Solicitor,  in  place  ot  Augustus  Russ, 
chosen  by  this  board. 

Alderman  Haldeinan— There  appears  to  be  a  dead- 
lock between  this  chamber  and  the  Common  Council 
on  the  election  of  a  City  Solicitor.  I  move  that  a 
committee  of  conference  of  three  members  ot  this 
board,  with  such  as  the  Common  Council  may  join 
be  appointed  to  settle  upon  some  candidate  for  whom 
we  can  all  vote. 

Alderman  Slade— I  don't  know  but  that  is  good 
policy,  but  I  don't  know  that  the  Common  Council 
cure  to  have  a  conference  committee.  I  don't  sup- 
pose they  are  voting  for  Mr.  Bailey  because  they  have 
the  slightest  objection  to  Mr.  Russ.  No  otner  can- 
didate  has  been  mentioned,  and  I  hadn't  thou"ht  it 
best  to  make  u  committee  of  conference  from0  this 
hoard. 

Alderman  HaUleuian— The  reason  I  made  the   mo- 
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tiou  is  that  there  is  a  dispute  as  to  the  original  nomi- 
nation. We  started  with  two  candidates.  One  was 
elected  by  the  Common  Council  and  the  other  one  by 
the  board.  We  reversed  the  order  here  and  they 
went  back.  Mow  we  see  a  new  name  before  us 
whicn  is  an  intimation  ot  some  sort  of  trading  on  it, 
lis  I  think  was  done  before.  I  think  there  is  a  cat  in 
the  meal,  and  I  should  rather  dodge  this  issue, 
and  let  a  conference  committee  settle  it  if  possible. 
It  may  be  ill-timed  to  ofte.'  this  before  the  ballot,  hut 
I  would  rather,  it  it  is  proper,  that  we  should  avoid 
a  ballot,  and  committing  the  Aldermen  before  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  is  appointed. 

The  motion  for  a  committee  of  conference  was  re- 
jected— 5  for,  7  against. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Viles  the  board  proceeded 
to  ballot.  Committee,  Aldermen  Viles  and  Wool- 
.ley. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Necessary  for  a  choice 7 

Andrew  J  ■  Bailey  had 5 

Augustus  miss  had 7 

Mr.  Russ  was  elected  in  nonconcurrence.  Sent 
down. 

EVENING  HIGH  SCHOOIj. 

Report  that  the  schoolhouse  on  Harrison  avenue, 
between  Essex  and  Beach  streets,  can  be  used  for 
purpose  of  Evening  High  School. 

Alderman  Viles  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  hope  we  shall  not  accept 
that  report.  I  think  it  is  about  time  that  the  City 
Government  looked  at  the  School  Committee  with  a 
different  eye.  From  what  I  can  learn  of  the  build- 
ing on  Harrison  avenue  I  think  it  is  entirely  unfitted 
for  the  purpose.  It  is  not  such  a  building  as  we 
should  have  for  such  a  purpose,  and  this  shoving  off 
of  children  or  young  men  from  attendance  at  the 
Dight  school  1  think  is  getting  to  be  an  outrage.  If 
the  City  of  Boston  is  to  educate  her  people  at  great 
cost  by  "public  schools,  I  think  the  lower  grade  of  our 
society,  those  who  cannot  attend  the  day  schools, 
ought  to  have  an  opportunity  to  put  in  an  hour  or 
two  when  night  comes.  We  have  had  several  issues 
with  the  School  Committee  in  relation  to  funds. 
The  most  lavish  expenses  have  leen  incurred  with- 
out knowing  where  the  means  were  to  come  from. 
We  have  cases  coming  to  this  board  where  it  was 
very  doubtful  whether  we  should  vote  them  sup- 
plies, and  have  been  told  that  we  had  no  alternative 
and  were  oblige!  to  vote  for  the  orders.  This  great 
schoolhouse  we  have  had  built  is  another  of  those 
costly  elephants  that  the  City  of  Boston  has  been 
experimenting;  upon.  I  think  it  is  pertinent  to  the 
case  for  me  to  read  an  editorial  from  the  Boston  Ad- 
vertiser on  this  subject.  It  may  be  a  little  monoton- 
ous, but  it  is  good  reading: 

"Too  Fine  for   Use. 

It  has  happened  more  than  once,  to  one  or  another 
reader  of  these  lines,  that  on  visiting  an  old  friend 
who  had  built  himself  a  new  house,  it  proved  that  all 
the  old  comfort  was  gone.  The  new  carpets  were  too 
fine  to  be  trodden  on.  The  satin  chairs  were  far  too 
tine  for  people  to  sit  upon ;  the  wax  candles  in  the 
chandeliers  were  too  elegant  to  be  lighted.  And  the 
result  was  that  the  family  lived  in  what  the  vernacu- 
lar calls  a  'setting-room'  in  the  'second-story  back,' 
—a  little  crowded,  if  guests  came  in,  and  by  no  means 
as  comfortable  as  they  were  in  the  home  which  in 
their  grandeur  they  have  abandoned.  Among  the 
first  results  of  the  enlargement  of  quarters,  it  thus 
happens  that  a  decline  of  hospitality  comes  in. 
Guests  do  not  go  where  there  is  no  provision  for 
them;  and,  for  all  the  purposes  of  a  real  home,  the 
new  palace  proves  less  desirable  than  the  old  cot- 
tage. The  City  of  Boston  finds  itself  in  a  po- 
sition exactly  similar,  as  under  pressure  of  various 
sorts,  it  builds  its  palatial  schoolhouses.  The  school- 
house  costs  so  much  that  the  city  cannot  afford  to 
teach  the  scholars.  Indeed  it  may  happen,  though 
one  does  not  venture  to  sav  it  aloud,  that  the  school- 
house  is  so  graud  that  we  are  afrai .!  the  scholars  will 
hurt  it.  We  are  reduced,  therefore,  to  the  condition 
of  the  dandy,  whose  umbrella  was  so  tine  that  he 
had  to  leave  it  at  home  on  stormy  days.  For  nothing 
hurts  an  umbrella  so  much  as  rain,  and  nothing- 
hurts  a  schoolhouse  so  much  as  scholars. 

Thus  i  lis  that  we  ha?e  builtan elegant  new  school- 
house  in  Montgomery  street.  We  like  to  have  the 
world  understand  that  it  is  the  finest  schoolhouse  ia 
the  world.  The  world  may  wonder  more  if  we  add 
what  seems  likely  to  be  the  truth,  that  it  is 
one  of  the  emptiest.  There  are  in  it  a  number 
of  rooms,  vaiiously  estimated  at  from  twenty 
to  twenty  -  live,  which  have  no  pupils  in  them. 
If  it  be  true,  as  we  believe,  that  the  Latin 
School  and  the  High  School  have  fewer  .pupils 
than  they  bad  a  year  since,  they  are  not   likely  to 


fill  these  elegant  saloons.  To  old-fashioned  people 
it  seems  simple  to  use  a  part  of  them  for  the  Evening 
High  School.  This  was  the  more  natural  because  that 
school  had  been  kept,  in  the  old  Bowdttch,  which  was 
sold  to  pay  for  the  luxury  of  tne  new  building.  But 
on  a  simple  question  m  the  School  Committee  to  put 
gas-pipes  into  s  me  of  these  empty  schoolrooms,  so 
that  their  empty  desks  may  be  used  in  the  eveoing 
by  four  hundred  pupils,  whom  the  sale  of  the  Bow- 
ditcn  turns  out  of  doors,  the  committee  determine 
that  it  would  be  cheaper  not  to  have  any  Evening 
High  School.  Just  as  satin  chairs  last  longer  if  nobody 
sits  iu  them,  schooldesks  last  longer  if  nobody 
uses  them.  So  a  vote  passed  promptly  that  the 
Evening    High    School    should    be     discontinued. 

Now,  so  far  as  the  argument  for  economy 
goes,  it  is  clear  enough  that  it  can  he  pushed 
farther.  If  we  save  five  thousand  dollars  by 
turning  these  four  hundred  pupils  out  of  doors,  we 
shall  save  a  million  and  a  half  by  sending  all  the 
other  children  after  them.  No  one  can  examine  the 
curious  details  in  the  reports  of  the  Evening  High 
School  without  seeing  that  by  a  wondertul  law  of 
selection  the  very  people  are  there  who  derive  most 
benefit  from  instruction.  We  are  find  of  saying, 
indeed,  that  people  come  to  us  from  the  outside 
whom  we  had  no  chance  to  train  in  their  childhood. 
Under  the  system  just  now  abolished  these  very  peo- 
ple came  to  us,  not  in  large  numbers,  but  eagerlv,  to 
make  good  their  deficiency.  And  now  we  tell  them 
that  really  the  schoolhouse  is  too  elegant;  that  the 
gas-tixtures  will  be  costly,  and  that"  they  may  stay 
at  home.  It  was  stdd  in  the  committee  that 
the  attendance  is  discouraging,  and  it  was  ar- 
gued that  those  who  did  attend  must  now  be 
punished  for  the  absence  of  those  who  stay 
away.  It  does  not  seem  to  he  understood 
that  two  classes  attend  on  alternate  nights;  that  the 
reported  average  of  attendance  represents,  therefore, 

nly  one-half  of  the  real  average.  It  is  also  natural 
enough  that  at  tne  beginning  ot  the  year  young  men 
and  women  shall  enter  their  names,who  cannot  remain 
through  the  winter.  It  is  not  their  only  vocation. 
They  are  not  sent  by  parents.  And  certainly  no  man 
ought  to  ask  a  young  man  to  refuse  to  take  the  advan- 
tage of  the  school  iD  October  and  November  because 
he  could  not  attend  in  January  and  February.  What 
church,  what  lyceuin,  what  reading  class,  could  stand 
such  a  requisition?  In  point  of  fact,  the  average  at- 
tendance is  as  high  as  four  huuilied;  and  the  num- 
ber on  the  rolls  who  have  received  a  part  of  the  ad- 
vantage of  tbe  school  is  nearly  seven  hundred.  Men 
and  women  of  all  callings  have  attended;  clerks,  er- 
rand-boys, salesmen,  office-boys  and  printers  begin  the 
curious  list,  which  is  made  up  of  people  of  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three  different  occupations,  and  ends 
with  corset-stitchers,  servants,  artificial  flower- 
makers  and  candy-packers.  On  every  side  people  of 
foresight  are  attempting  to  hire  young  men  and 
women  into  just«such  evening  occupations.  Chris- 
tian unions,  Cnristian  associations,  church  reading- 
rooms,  workingtnen's  clubs,  are  established  at  cost 
far  greater  than  the  city  pays,  to  do  just  such  worK 
as  is  done  here,  and  do  it  not  nearly  so  well.  At  this 
juncture  it  seems  to  us  very  hasty  to  let  a  gasfitter's 
bill  or  the  risk  of  injury  to  an  elegant  but  empty 
schoolroom  break  up  an  establishment  so  pros- 
perous. 'There  is  no  school  in  the  city  that 
has  done  or  is  doing  'more  good.'  These  are 
the  words  of  the  City  Supervisor,  and  all  those 
persons  who  have  seen  its  work  confirm  his  tes- 
timony. If  the  pupils  weie  not  mostly  grown  to 
manhood  or  womanhood  they  could  be  accommo- 
dated in  some  old  schoolhouse  where  the  varnish  on 
the  desks  is  no  longer  new.  Perhaps  we  should  then 
never  have  heard  of  the  economy  now  suggested. 
The  misfortune  is  that  the  average  desk  of  children 
is  not  large  enough  for  the  use  of  these  pupils.  It  is 
precisely  because  they  are  of  an  age  to  come  volun- 
tarily for  instruction  which  they  have  learned  the 
need  of,  that  tbey  are  now  in  danger  of  oeing  ex- 
cluded from  it  altogether.  For,  while  we  compel 
the  child  who  does  rot  want  to  come,  to  attend  a 
school  where  his  education  costs  us  twenty-five  dol- 
lars a  year,  we  propose  to  turn  away  young  men  and 
women  from  an  education  which  they  covet,  because 
we  can  thus  save  almost  ten  dollars  each  for  everv 
one  of  them.  We  hope  the  School  Committee  will 
reconsider  its  action,"  aud  will  give  an  opportunity 
for  a  public  bearing  of  gentlemen  who  have  had 
some  opportunity  to  know  what  this  school  can  do. 
It  ought  to  be  said  that  the  pupils  have  expressed 
their  readiness  to  pay  a  fair  entrance  fee  for  defray- 
ing any  of  the  extra  expenses  which  their  school 
compels." 

I  move,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  we  non-concur  with 
the  Council,  and  send  the  report  back  for  further 
action. 
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Aklei man  O'Brien— The  acceptance  of  the  report 
is  of  no  significance.  (  supuose  the  Alderman  means 
to  opimse  the  order  which  will  follow  the  report.  I 
move  the  report  be  accepted,  and  then  I  shall  have  a 
word  or  two  to  say  upon  the  order. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  tit  up 
the  schnolhou-e  on  Harrison  avenue,  for  accommo- 
dation of  an  Evenin?  High  School,  and  to  tender  the 
same  to  the  Sch"ol  Committee. 

The  question  was  upon  concurrence  in  the  passage 
of  the  order. 

AiiVrnian  O'Brien— I  shall  oppose  the  passage  of 
this  order  very  briefly,  as  a  matter  that  is  not  in 
good  faith.  Some  years  ago  when  we  passed  the  or- 
der to  build  the  English  High  School  we  appropri- 
ated this  building  on  Harrison  avenue  to  pay  a  por- 
tion of  the  expense  of  erecting  the  new 
building;  and  also  appropriated  the  old  High 
School  building  in  Bedford  street,  which  has 
been  sold  and  the  proceeds  turned  over  to  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  Commissioner?  to  assist  in.  paying  the  debt 
for  the  new  English  High  School  building.  There 
is  no  good  reasciu  why  this  Harrison-avenue  building 
should  not  he  sold  and  the  proceeds  turned  over  in 
the  same  way.  Now  there  are  5537  teet  of  laud  there 
valued  by  the  Assessors  at  $33,000.  1  would  also  say 
in  this  connection  that  there  is  no  good  reason  why 
the  new  English  H'gh  School  building  should  not  ac- 
commodate all  our  evening  schools.  There  is  pUuty 
of  room  for  them  there.  There  are  ten  or  a  dozen 
rooms  vacant  in  tlie  English  High  School  building. 
More  thaii  one-half  of  the  entire  basement,  which 
can  he  used  for  this  purpose,  is  vacant,  and  there  is 
no  good  reason  why  the  new  High  School  cannot  be 
used  for  this  purpose.  The  only  objection  to  it  i- 
that  in  completing  that  building  no  provision  was 
made  to  light  it,  ana  in  order  tu  put  in  gas  we  shall 
have  to  tear  up  the  floors.  Well,  as  I  mive.  said  be- 
fore, the  expense  of  putting  in  gas  will  be  only  about 
a  thousand  dollars.  That  is  all  it  will  cost.  But  I 
will  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  it  we  have  a  new  and 
magnificent  building  to  accommodate  our  High 
School  scholars,  and  that  building  is  not  lit  to  ac- 
commodate the  scholar*,  the  pooner  we  pull  it  to 
piece-  the  better.  If  there  isn't  gas  in  that  building 
I  should  pull  it  to  piece.-  and  put  gag.  in,  and  finish  the 
building  properly.  I  don't  think  we  ought  to  have 
a  building  of  that  hind  in  the  City  of  Boston  that 
you  cannot  use  just  because  no  provision  has  been 
made  to  light  it.  1  hope  the  order  will  be  referred 
back  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  and  that 
the  committee  be  requested  to  lit  up  such  rooms  in 
the  High  School  building  for  an  Evening  High 
School  as  the  School  Committee  may  designate.  1 
don't  believe  it  will  cost  more  than  a  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  I  hope  this  matter  in  relation  to  the  Har- 
rison-avenue Schoolhouse  will  be  also  referred  to 
the  same  committee  directing  them  to  sell  it  and 
turn  the  proceeds  Into  our  sinking  funds  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debt  oi.  the  English  High  School. 

Alderman  Tucker— When  that  matter  came  before 
the  (  oniniittee  on  Public  Instruction  tbere  seemed 
to  he  a  difference  of  opinion  among  the  members  of 
the  School  Committee.  Quite  a  uumber  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  School  Committee  thought  the  building 
on  Harrison  avenue  would  he  sufficiently  large  to 
accommodate  all  the  Eveniug  High  School  scholars 
all  the  winter.  It  was  thought  to  be  a  matter  of 
economy  to  use  the  building  for  that  purpose,  al- 
thougu  there  were  some  members  of  tf.e  committee 
who  were  desirous  of  having  the  Evening  High 
School  in  the  new  English  High  and  Latin  School 
building.  The  Alderman  on  my  left  has  remarked 
what  I  to  a  certain  extent  endorse,  but  at  the  same 
tune  he  hasn't  gone  back  qu  te  far  enough.  When 
the  new  English  High  and  Latin  School  building  was 
budt  I  had  the  honor  tu  he  a  member  of  the  School 
Board.  It  was  thought  thai  an  expenditure  lor  a 
large  building  located  in  that  spot  would  be  a  sreat 
saving  to  the  City  of  Boston,  and  it  was  built  so 
large  that  it  might  take  in  all  the  High  School 
scholars  for  the  outlying  Districts.  It  was  dis- 
tinctly understood  at  the  time  that  all  the 
High  Schools  in  the  aunexed  ten  itoiy— Dorches- 
ter, Roxhury,  Cliarlestown,  East  Boston — lionld 
be  abolished  and  the  scholars  sent  to  this  High  School. 
There  i- a  large  expenditure  of  mouey  for  District 
High  Schools  that  the  people  do  not  realize.  We 
several  High  School.-  in  the  city,  and  it  was 
distinctly  understood  at  the  time  that  the  land  wa- 
boughi  ior  the  new  building  tint  we  should  do  away 
wiui  the  High  Schools  in  the  outlying  districts.  The 
buiU  ing  was  k  cited  in  that  spot  as  the  most  central 
in  the  city.  As  the  School  Committee  has  not  kept 
good  faith  with  the  city  on  that  point,  there,  has  been 
a  surplus  of  rooms  m  the  new  building.  If  they  had 
carried  out  the   project  as  agreed   upon  when   that 


site  was  selected,  there  would  he  uo  surplus  room 
there  now.  I  hope  the  time  will  come  when  some  of 
those  outlying  hospitals  will  be  abolished.  Although 
that  is  not  populai  doctrine  to  advocate  here,  I  think 
it  will  not  be  long  before  the  City  of  Boston  will  see 
the  importance  of  doing  away  with  the  large  expend- 
itures for  District  High  Schools,  ami  putting  the 
scholars  into  this  one.  In  regard  to  this  matter  of 
tue  Eveniug  High  School,  I  am  indifferent  about  it, 
but  at  the  same  time,  if  this  building  on  Harrison 
avenue  will  accommodate  them  this  winter  I  think 
it  will  be  a  matter  of  economy  to  put  them  in  there. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  would  suggest  that  at  the 
time  that  land  was  taken  on  Warren  avenue  and 
adjoining  streets,  for  the  English  High  School,  the 
outlying  townsand  cities  were  not  inuexed  to  Boston. 

Alderman  Tucker — Allow  ine  to  correct  the  gen- 
tleman. I  was  a  member  of  the  School  Committee 
from  Koxbury  at  tue  time,  and -Boxbuiy  was  an- 
nexed long  before  the  land  was  oougut.  1  had  the 
honor  to  he  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  School- 
houses  at  the  time. 

Alderman  O'Brien — Certainly  Brighten,  Dorches- 
ter and  Charleston  were  not  annexed  at  the  time. 

Alderman  Tucker— Dorchester  was  aunexed  at  the 
time,  but  Brighton  and  Ch  irlestown  were  not. 

Alderman  O'Brie/. —  Without  discussing  this  matter 
further  I  would  move  that  the  order  oe  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  without  instruc- 
tions. 

Alderman  Curtis — Bather  than  nave  it  go  there  I 
would  uiovelo  indefinitely  postpone. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings. 

THE  WATER  SUPPLY— ITS  IMPURITIES,  AN!>  ME- 
THOD  FOR  OLEANSING. 

Alderman  O'Brien  offered  the  following: 

Oidered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  (jeueral  Court  at  its  next  session  for 
such  additional  legislation  as  may  lie  necessary,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  officers  of  the  Law  Department, 
tu  prevent  the  pollution  of  the  water  supply  of  Boston. 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  Water  Board  be  di- 
rected to  cleanse  the  present  storage  basins  and  to 
remove  therefrom  all  material  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  City  Engineer  and  other  experts  tends  to 
not  lute  the  water  supply. 

Ordered,  That  the  lioston  Water  Board  be  directed 
to  take  immediate  action  toward  developing  the  full 
capacity  of  the  Sudburv-river  water  supply. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  think  it  is  fortunate  that 
the  condition  of  our  water  is  such  that  it  cunies  home 
to  every  citizeu  of  Boston.  I  have  been  trying  to 
have  a  hearing  iu  relation  to  our  water  for  some 
years,  and  have  had  none.  I  have  believed  for  years 
thai  our  water  supply  was  insufficient,  aud  that  it 
was  growing  worse  aud  worse  every  day.  While  sit- 
tiug  iu  the  chair  to-night,  I  saw  a  long  commu- 
nication iu  the  Evening  Transcript,  addressed 
to  the  citizen?  of  Boston,  and  signed,  Leonard 
R.  Cutler,  Chairman  of  the  Water  Board.  As 
the  Water  Commissioners  are  the  servants  of 
the  City  Council,  and  its  executive  officers, 
I  can  scarcely  understand  why  so  important  a 
document  was  sent  to  the  newspaper  press  without 
us  lust  beiug  sent  to  the  City  Council  for  their  con- 
sideration. I  have  u.it  had  time  to  read  it,  but  I 
think  from  a  casual  glance  over  its  contents  that  it  is 
but  a  repetition  of  the  same  old  story,  that  the  Water 
Board  know  nothing  about  our  water  supply,  and  it 
they  do  know  anything  they  want  to  keep  it  quiet 
and  not  let  the  citizens  of  Boston  know  anything 
about  its  condition  or  its  pollution.  Now,  the  reason 
why  our  water  is  polluted  is  because  we  have  not 
sufficient  law  to  stop  its  pollution.  It  will  require 
the  passage  of  an  act  by  the  legislature  to  enable  the 
Water  Board  to  accomplish  what  is  needed,  aud  (j 
dee  the  Sudbury  river  and  the  .Mystic  supply  from 
pollution.  They  cannot  do  that  except  by  additional 
legislation.  They  have  been  irying  for  years  to  no 
it,  and  it  remains  just  as  polluted  as  ever.  The  rea- 
son why  we  have  a  poor  water  supply  is  the  careless- 
ness, and  I  would  say,  the  gross  negligence  of  the 
\\  ator  Board.  Thev  have  failed  to'  perform  their 
duty  as  it  ought  to  be  performed.  I  would  say,  fur- 
ther, that  the  reason  why  we  have  a  poor  water  supply 
is  the  indifference  of  rhe  City  Council,  who  have 
given  the  matter  very  little  attention.  We  had  the 
Chairman  and  Mr.  Stanwooo,  oue  of  the  other  com- 
missioners, before  the  Committee  on  Commissions, 
that  has  been  referred  to  this  evening.  The  Chair- 
man went  on  in  a  very  eloquent  aud  forcible  manner 
to  show  the  committee  the  large  amount  of  uionev 
they  had  saved  the  city  in  the  settlement  of  damages. 
I  believe  those  three  commissioners— or  two  of  them 
at  least— are  good  men  to  settle  damages.  But  when 
you  come  to   that   point,  you   have  measured   them. 
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There  is  nothing  more  about  tliem  worthy  of  any 
consideration.  When  we  came  to  ask  them  about 
our  water  supply,  and  its  pollution,  you  could  get 
scarcely  a  word  out  of  the  Chairman.  You  had" to 
draw  it  out  of  nim  by  questions.  He  didn't  want  to 
tell  anything  about  It,  I  believe  it  was  the  experi- 
ence of  tue  committee  that  the  hearing  of  the  Water 
Commissioners  was  the  most  unsatisfactory  of  all  the 
hearings  of  the  commissioners  we  had  before  us. 
Mow  let  me  read  you  what  Commissioner  Cutter— 
who  appears  before  the  public  in  tbe  Transcript  this 
evening — says  in  explanation  of  the  irouble  with  our 
water  supply.  This  is  but  a  -mall  extract  from  what 
he  said  about  the  settlement  of  land  damages: 

'•The  land  claims  upon  ihe  line  of  the  conduit  we. 
settled  the  best  way  we  could,  after  a  good  many  in- 
terviews and  discussions.  We  found  that  wnere  the 
city  is  a  paity  to  a  settlement,  ir.  is  more  difficult  to 
make  than  between  two  individuals.  We  had  sue 
cceded  very  well  I  think,  and,  finally,  we  thought  we 
would  like  to  know  about  how  a  jury  would  do.  In 
one  case  where  we  could  not  settle,  as  we  thought  at 
reasonable  rates,  we  let  it  go  to  the  jury,  and  we 
found  that  when  we  let  the  case  go  to  a  jury,  out  of 
our  hands,  the  ciiy  lost  by  it.  So  «e  made  it  a  point 
to  settle  with  everybody  reasonably  if  we  could.  We 
would  not  settle  at  unreasonable  figures,  but  to  settle 
at  sucli  a  sum  as  would  be  a  saving  to  the  city.  We 
went  over  that  whole  busine-s  and  came  out  with 
somewhere  from  .$110,000  to  $125,000  left.  We  claim 
a  credit  on  that  which  is  hardly  known  outside  of  the 
office.  We  went  through  the  matter  and  did  not 
spend  the  oiiginal  appropriation,  and  had  a  saving  of 
some  $110,000  to  .$125,000.  That  has  been  cur  stew- 
ardship upon  building  the  conduit,  constructing  the 
dams  and  basins." 

Now,  this  matter  has  not  been  given  to  the  public. 
This  is  an  extract  from  Commissioner  Cutter's  re- 
marks before  tbe  Committee  on  Commission.  But  1 
want  to  give  him  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible  the 
credit  of  saving  the  city  from  a  hundred  and  ten  to 
a  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  Now 
let  me  show  you  how  he  saved  it,  and  I  have  only  got 
to  take  a  morning  paper  to  do  that.  This  is  from 
the  Boston  Globe  of  to-day: 

■'Basin  1  is  not  used  for  drinking  purposes,  so  a 
description  of  that  is  unnecessary.  Basin  2.  as  be- 
fore stated,  is  on  the  main  river,  and  extends  along 
the  side  of  the  tracks  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  JKail- 
road.  The  borders  of  the  basin  have  been  stripped 
of  the  loam,  leaving  a  fine  gravel  shore,  and  the 
water  is  pure  and  sweet.  It  is  of  course  highly  col- 
ored, like  all  the  water  of  Sudbury  river,  and  the 
basin  is  nearly  full.  Basin  3,  on  the  contrary,  is  a 
most  desolate  looking  place,  being  almost  empty. 
When  it  was  built  the  dam  and  embankments 
were  erected  and  the  wood  and  shrubbery  cutoff, 
but  little  else  done.  As  a  consequence  acres  and 
acres  of  muck  aud  mud  are  now  exposed  to  the 
ac  ion  of  the  sun  ai  d  rain.  In  some  places  the 
sod  lies  rotting  in  broken  masses  where  the  ice  has 
left  it  after  tearing  it  loose  from  its  original  resting- 
place.  In  another  place  there  is  a  natural  pocket 
between  two  hills,  without  any  outlet,  except  wheu 
the  water  is  near  high  water  mark.  Of  course,  al- 
most as  soon  as  the  water  begins  to  recede  the  con- 
tents of  this  pool  become  stagnant,  and  lowers  only 
as  it  percolates  through  the  ground.  Wheu  last  seen 
it  was  a  thick  slimy  mass,  the  home  of  a  few  discon- 
solate looking  frogs,  who  dove  under  water  (?)  at  the 
sound  of  an  approaching  footstep,  as  though  ashamed 
of  their  quarters.  This' basin  is  in  a  district  that  is 
not  travelled  quite  so  much  as  Basin  2,  which  may 
be  the  reason  for  running  it  so  low  and  keeping  the 
other  high.  Whether  this  is  so  or  not  the  fact  re- 
mains that  the  interior  of  Basin  3  is  a  filthy  mass 
which  should  be  cleaned,  even  though  it  may  taken 
few  dollars  to  do  so.  At  present  the  water  is  cut  off 
from  Ba  in  3  and  is  not  flowing  into  the  city,  and  in 
a  few  weeks  the  water  will  be  so  high  that  tbe  basin 
cannot  be  cleaned  this  year." 

Commissioner  Cutter  says  he  saved  the  City  of 
Boston  from  a  hundred  and  ten  to  a  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand  dollats.  How  did  he  save  it? 
He  saved  it  hv  leaving  reservoirs  filled  with  mud, 
filth  and  stink,  you  might  say.  Is  that  the  way  for 
a  commissioner  to  do  his  work?  It  would  have  been 
far  better  for  him  to  have  expended  his  hundred  and 
ten  thousand  to  a  hundred  and  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars  in  cleaning  out  that  basin  of  the  tilth 
•that  was  in  it,  before  filling  it  with  water,  instead  of 
bragging  afterwards  that  he  had  saved  a  hundred 
and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  by  not  doing  his 
work  properly.  I  believe  the  basins  ought  to  be 
cleaned  out  immediately,  and  that  the  City  of 
Boston  will  not  hesitate  at  the  expense  of  doing  so. 
That  is  the  way  it  has  been  for  years  with  the  Water 
Board.     They'  hesitate   to   come    before  the  City 


Council  and  state  the  true  condition  of  our  water. 
They  hesitate  to  come  before  the  City  Council  and 
ask  for  an  appropriation.  1  have  been  to  that  board 
time  and  time  again  a  king  for  high  service  in  tbe 
Koxbuiy  District,  wh2re  I  knew  hundreds  and  thou- 
sands ot  people  were  suffering  on  account  of  not 
having  the  high  service,  but  it  is  only  within  a  week, 
since  this  excitement  has  commerced,  that  they 
have  sent  in  and  asKed  for  an  appropriation  for  the 
high  service.  The  statement  that  the  cleaning  of 
those  basins  has  not  been  called  to  the  atteution  of 
the  Water  Board  is  not  true.  The  City  Council 
have  called  attention  to  it  time  and  time  again.  Th» 
Watsr  Bnard  always  put  it  off  with  some  objection- 
Let  me  read  to  you : 
"Alderman  Whitten  offered  the  following: 
"Ordered,  Tnat  the  Boston  Water  Board  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the  City  Council  their 
reasons  for  not  removing  the  loam  and  meadow  mud 
from  the  Sudbury-river  basins;  also,  to  inform  the 
City  Council  if  there  is  not  a.  communication  on  tile 
in  that  department  from  the  late  City  Engineer,  in 
which  he  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  failure  to 
remove  tbe  material  above  mentioned  would  endan- 
ger the  purity  of  the  water  from  Sudbury  river. 

"Ordered,  That  the  City  Engineer  be  requested 
to  report  to  the  City  Council  the  present  condition 
of  the  Sudbury-river  b.sins,  and  whether  in  his  opin- 
ion, the  water  in  these  basins,  eiabraciuu  a  portion 
of  our  water  supply,  is  likely  to  be  rendered  impure 
by  ihe  loam  and  meadow  mud  contained  in  said 
basins;  and  also  report  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of 
removing  said  loam  and  meadow  mud. 
"Severally  passed.  Sent  down." 
(Proceedings  1880,  page  176.) 

The  Alderman  will  remember  that  in  consultation 
with  him  last }  ear  I  suggested  the  propriety  of  hav- 
ing a  similar  order  to  this  passed.  In  oui  proceed- 
ings  a  year  ago  last  March — in  1880  —we  called  the  at- 
tention of  the  Water  Board  in  that  forcible  way  to 
the  condition  of  our  basins.  We  got  a  report  from 
the  iJity  Engineer  on  April  12th,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Water.  The  City  Engineer 
say^  (proceedings  1880,  page  210): 

"The  three  storage  reservoirs  or  basins  on  th=; 
Sudbury  river  Lave  been  full  all  winter,  and  are 
now  overflowing.  The  water,  which  is  being  drawn 
regularly  from  them  for  the  supply  of  the  city,  con- 
tains a  considerable  amount.of  vegetable  matter  de- 
rived largely  from  the  decomposition  of  the  vegeta- 
tion upon  the  loam  aud  meadow  mud  remaining. in 
the  basins.  This  vegetable  matter  has  undoubtedly 
caused,  and  may  cause  again,  the  water  to  be 
objectionable  to  the  sight,  taste  and  smell.  There  is 
much  difference  of  opinion  among  medical  authori- 
ties with  regard  to  the  effect  of  water  impregnated 
by  these  vegetaV'e  matters  upou  the  human  system, 
but  it  should  lv  stated  tbat  the  weight  of  evidence 
is,  that  it  is  nor  injurious  except  to  people  of  weak 
constitutions  or  those  in  delicate  health. 

"It  is  uudoub  edly  desirable  to  remove  all  the  loam 
and  meadow  mud  or  muck  from  basius  that  are  to  be 
used  for  the  storage  of  water  for  domestic  purposes. 
In  the  present  case,  should  there  be  no  use  for  these 
materials.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  judicious  to  ex- 
pend a  large  sum  for  removing  them  from  the  por- 
tions of  the  basins  where  the  water  is  deep:  but 
wherever  the  flowage  is  shallow,  the  loam  and  muck 
favor  the  growth  c.f  aquatic  plants,  and  sis  the  very 
nature  of  the  use  of  these  basins  requires  the  low- 
ering of  the  water  level,  usually  at  a  favorable  time 
for  the  growth  of  a  rank  vegetation  which  must  de- 
cay when  the  water  level  is  again  raised,  I  think  it 
not  only  very  desirable  but  necessary  to  remove  it 
from  such  areas  of  shallow  flowage.  Large  areas 
of  this  shallow  flowage  occur  in  Basiu  No.  2  and 
much  larger  ones  in  Basin  No.  1. 

"Basin  No.  3  is  generally  deep  and  has  steep  slopes. 
It  must  be  stated  here,  however,  that  owing  to  the 
increasing  rate  of  the  water  consumption  of  Boston, 
and  in  view  of  the  possibility  of  a  dry  season,  it 
would  not  be  advisab  e  at  present  nor  until  other 
basins  are  provided,  to  empty  Basins  No.  2v-nd  No.  3. 
"The  loam  from  Basin  No.  1  could  be  excavated 
without  interfering  with  the  city  supply. 

"The  expense  of  removing  the  loam  from  Basins 
Nos.  1  and  2  and  of  stori:;gitin  the  immediate  neigh- 
boihood  would  be  S60,000.    For  Badn  No.  1  only  the 
expense  wotdd  be  *32,000.    The  city  does  not  own 
any  place  of  deposit  for  the  loam  from   Basin  No.  1 
and  would  have  to  procure  land    for  this  purposs, 
the  cost  of  which  is  included  in  the  above  estimate. 
"All  tbe  meadow  mud  being  in  the  deepest  part  ot 
the  basins,  I  do  not  Ibink  it  would  be  expedient  to 
remove  it;  its  depth  is  very  variable  and  I  have  no 
means,  at  present,  to  estimate  its  bulk. 
"Respectfully  submitted, 
"Henry  M.  Wightman,  City  Engineer." 
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Well,  now,  overs  year  ago  the  attention  of  the 
Water  Board -was  oaiteJ  to  tlie  verj  tacts  that  the 
paper.- are  now  discussing,  and  we  haven't  heard  a 
word  from 'hem.  I  think  that  alter  their  attention 
\va-  Bailed  to  the  fad  that  in  the  opimou  ol  the  City 
Couueil  this  meadow  mud  and  tilth,  which  had  ac- 
cumulated ill  those  basins,  ought  to  be  removed, 
they  ought  to  have  eommeneed  the  work  and  asked 
the'Cit\  Council  to  appropriate  the  money.  I  don't 
bel'eve  tue  City  Council  would  have  had  any  hesita- 
tion about  doing  it.  Aaain.  in  i88t>,  I  wanted  to  take 
up  this  matter  ot  the  BtoraBM  ba-ins.  I  felt  its  impor- 
tance, and  wanted  to  impres*  its  iuiportance  up.ni 
the  City  Council  ana  the  other  board,  and  to  show 
that  something  ought  to  be  done  in  relation  to  that 
matter.  fKeaoingirom  proceedings  1880,  page  520]: 
■    "Alderman  Whitten  ottered  the  following: 

"Ordered,  That  the  Water  Board  be  requested  to 
report  to  the  City  Council  the  present,  condition  of 
the  water  in  the  Sudbuiy-r.ver  basiuf,  with  refer- 
ence to  hs  fitness  lor  domestic  use,  and  what  steps,  if 
any,  have  been  taken  to  remedy  the  disagreeable 
smell  and  flavor  of  the  water  now  distributed  iu  the 
city. 

"Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Water  be  re- 
quested to  inquire  aod  report  as  to  the  construction 
of  the  Sudbury  River  basins,  and  if  the  fact  that  the 
Water  Board  turned  water  into  these  basins  before 
the\  were  cleared  of  loam,  meadow  mud  and  vege- 
tation has  not  affected  the  purity  of  the  water  sup- 
plies from  said  basins  and  endangered  tne  health  of 
consumers* 

"Passed.    Sent  down." 

Tne  Alderman  will  remember  that  in  consultation 
with  him  I  asked  him  to  offer  an  order  similar  to 
this.  You  see  that  in  October,  1881),  we  again  called 
the  attention  of  the  Water  Board  and  the  Water 
Committee  to  tiiis  important  matter.  We  received 
the  following  answer: 

"Boston  Watkk  Bo.vuu  OFFICE,  | 
Nov.  8,1880.  I 
"To  the  City  Council— The  Boston  Water  Board  iu 
obedience  to  the  order  of  the  Citv  Council  directing 
them  to  report  'the  preseut  condition  of  the  water  in 
the  Su'ibury-river  basin,  with  reference  to  its  ntness 
for  domestic  use,  and  what  steps,  if  any,  have  been 
taken  u>  remedy  the  disagreeable  smell  and  flavor  ot 
the  water  now  distributed  in  the  city,'  respectfully 
suomit  the  following  report: 

-At  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  above  order,  the 
Sudbury  aqueduct  was  supplied  with  water  from 
Basin  3.  Altbotuh  this  water  was  known  to  contain 
a  lame  number  of  microscopic  plants,  belonging  to 
the  lanuly  of  Alga-,  it  became  necessary  to  draw  from 
this  basin  iu  order  to  maintain  Hie  supply.  Basin  2 
had  already  neen  drawn  dowu,  ami  the  water  iu  Basin 
1  v.  as  iu  a  worse  condition  tliau  mat  in  Basin  3.  For- 
tunately, before  liasin  'i  was  used  to  supply  tiie  city, 
its  water  ha  i  Somewhat  improved  iu  tast  and  flavor, 
and  an  additional  (tain  was  made  in  the  passage 
through  Farm  Fond;  t  ie disagreeable  taste,  however, 
developed  fully  in  the  pipes,  but  has  since  greatly 
improved,  if  not  almost  disappeared. 

"An  examination  hv  experts  has  been  made,  bm 
without  discovering  cither  tne  causa  of  its  taste  or 
any  practicable  method  tor  removing  it. 

'•The  Water  Board  regrettetvery  much  to  he  oblig- 
ed to  use  the  water,  but,  a»  it  was  known  to  contain 
nothing  absolutely  harmful,  and  there  was  no  other 
water  at  command,  owing  to  the  severe  drought,  there 
was  no  other  course  to  pursue. 

"During  tne  use  of  Basin  -i,  Basin  2gainedaconsid- 
i rrahle  amount  of  water,  amounting  >o  about  220,000,- 
000  gallons,  which  is  now  flowing  to  tiie  city,  but  it 
will  not  last  long  unless  re-enforced  by  rams,  ft  is 
excellent  in  quality. 

"In  the  coustruction  of  trie  Sudbury  system  this 
hoard  have  aoopted  every  means  known  to  ,lnm  to 
avoid  the  necessity  of  .-ending  anything  but  tne  best 
water  to  the  city.  Iron  pipes  vera  laid  iu  Basin  1, 
at  a  large  additional  expense,  for  ihe  purpose  of  con- 
veying the  water  from  the  baains  indepeudeut  ot 
each  other,  and  this  system  has  been  in  use  during 
the  whole  season;  also  large  areas  of  low  meadow 
vcavatea  and  the  shore  graded,  and  an  addi- 
tional dam  m,  built  in  Ba-in  2  to  keep  its  upper  por- 
tions tioodei. 

"ft  cannot  be  expected   that    the   water  in  newly- 
built  basins  will  be  as  good  during  tne   first   year   ol 
two  ol  tneir  use  as   it  will    be  afterwards,   and    the 
pre-ent  droii'-dn  has:  left  no  choice  iu  the   use   of  the, 
different  basins. 

"BOSTOW  Wau-.k  Boakd, 

"By  L.  K.  CUTTEB,  Chairman.'' 
That  was  the  answer  ol    the  Boston  Water    Board, 
arm  it  shows  to  me  their  •ndiltercine  about  Ctrl 
ter.     They  didn't  go  into  M.     Ihs 


the  meadow  mud  and  filth  which  had  accumulated  in 
the  basins.  That  extract  I  read  from  the  Globe  is 
literal I;  true.  During  the  whole  of  last  winter  four- 
tifths  ot  the  water  supply  ot  Boston  was  impure  aud 
coulo  not  be  used.  This  Basin  Jvo.  2,  ritrbt  on  the 
borders  of  Sudbury  River,  held  about  seven  hundred 
millions  of  gallons,  was  the  water  that  our  citizens 
of  Boston  diank  all  the  winter.  Basins  Nos.  1  aud  2 
lbey  didn't  dare  to  flow  to  the  city,  and  even  Lake 
Cochituatc  had  become  iiupuie  under  their  super- 
vision and  direction.  In  relation  to  our  supply,  I  be- 
lieve the  City  of  Boston  ought  immediately  com- 
mence completing  their  Sudbury  system.  Five  years 
ago,  when  we  pissed  an  order  to  br.dd  this  new  con- 
duit to  bring  in  the  waters  of  Sudbury  River,  we  had 
runup  to  our  water  supp'y.  During  the  five  years  that 
conduit  has  been  building  we  have  increased  the  con- 
sumption of  water  sufficiently  to  meet  all,  or  at  least 
consume  all,  the  new  supply  that  can  be  given  us.  It 
will  take  four  or  rive  years  tu  complete  these  seven 
basins  on  the  Sudbury  River,  and  I  believe  they  ought 
to  be  commenced  at  once.  When  we  bad  built  three 
basins  we  appropriated* money  enough  to  build  Basin 
No.  4.  1  said  to  the  Finance  Committee,  and  I  don't 
hesitate  to  say  here,  tnat  the  only  hesitation  I  had 
about  building  that  basin  was  because  it  was  going 
into  the  hands  of  a  Water  Board  w'  ich  I  felt  was  in- 
competent to  do  the  work  as  it  ought  to  be  done. 
After  building  three  basins  and  making  failures, 
I  believe  the  men  who  are  in  tnat  board  are 
incompetent  to  build  the  new  basins,  unless  the 
experience  of  the  past  year  has  put  a  little  good  sense 
into  their  heads.  I  hope  all  three  ot  these  orders 
will  pass.  I  believe  we  want  additional  law  to  pro- 
tect our  water  supply.  I  believe  we  ought  to  clean 
out  those  ba-ins  without  hesitation,  and  that  we 
ought  to  complete  the  Sudbury  River  system.  This 
waste  of  water  that  the  Water  Board  talk  about  is 
all  nonsense.  They  never  can  explain  it.  1  have 
gone  into  that  matter  thoroughly.  The  Water  Board 
stated  last  year  that  the  it. creased  consumption  of 
water  was  nine  per  cent.,  and  they  called  that  waste. 
1  was  not  satisfied  with  a  statement  ot  that  kind,  and 
went  to  th 3  Audit' r's  office  and  asked  him  to  give 
me  the  consumption  of  water  since  the  Cochitujite 
was  introduced,  and  the  revenue  from  it.  You  will 
find  that,  while  the  consumption  of  wate"  increased 
last  year,  and  may  have  increased  iD  previous  years, 
six,  eight,  nine,  ten  or  twelve  per  cent.,  that  you 
have  a  revenue  on  the  other  side  of  the  ledger  that 
has  increased  six,  eight,  nine,  ten  or  twelve  per  cent. 
If  there  ba;  be~n  an  increase  of  water  it  is  because 
the  citizens  have  used  it  and  paid  for  it.  When  ihey 
talk  about  the  waste  of  water  it  is  a  matter  that  they 
don't  exDlaiu  cleaily  to  me,  aud  I  don't  believe  they 
explain  it  clearly  to  themselves  or  to  others. 

Alderman  Caidwell — I  agree  perfectly  with  the 
Alderman  opposite  in  regard  to  this  order.  1  think 
the  City  of  Boston  should  have  everv  protection  it 
can  by  going  to  the  legislature  and  getting  further 
protection,  if  we  can  do  it.  But  in  regard  to  his  re- 
marks about  the  situation  the  water  is  in  now.  if  he 
can  advance  anything  that  in  any  way  can  obviate 
the  difficulty,  the  committee  would  like  lo  investi- 
gate, it.  The  commsttee  now  have  an  expert  at  work, 
ai'd  we  expect  to  get  his  ideas  on  the  subject  this 
week.  He  has  been  at  it  about  ten  days.  We  were 
id  hopes  to  get  his  report  this  week,  so  as  to  report 
to  the  City  Council.  The  committee  are  doing  every- 
thing they  can  to  ascertain  what  the  trouble  is.  1 
believe  the  Water  Board  are  doing  all  they  can. 
The  Water  Board  appear  to  be  willing  and  read*  to 
do  anything  that  can  be  done.  When  this  expert 
makes  his  report  the  committee  will  take  some  ac- 
tion. 

Alderman  O'Brien — Cum  the  Alderman  tell  why  the 
Water  Board  fill  the  newspaper  press  with  an  address 
to  their  fellow-citizens  of  Boston  in  relation  to  our 
water  supply,  instead  of  sending  such  a  document  to 
its  proper  source,  the  City  Council? 

Alderman  Caldwell — 1  cannot  explain  any  busi- 
ness of  the  Water  Board. 

Alderman  Slade  -I  should  presume — though  not 
attempt  ng  to  answer  the  Alderman's  question — that 
the  reason  the  Water  Commissioners  sent  their  arti- 
cle to  the  newspapers  was  to  answer  other  articles 
that  have  c.mie  through  the  newspapers  within  the 
last  two  or  t"..ree  days  from  citizens,  and  a  good 
deal  of  it  I  think  ought  to  have  been  kept  out  of  the 
papers.  Now,  Mr.  Chair, nan.  this  water  question  is 
something  that  no  man  at  this  hoard  can  give  much 
light  upon.  A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  this 
cleaning  of  the  basins,  to  take  off  the  loam  that  has 
forme  ly  been  cultivated  by  the  fanners,  and  other 
remarks  in  the  same  line.  Now,  don't  we  all  know, 
.Mr.  Chairman,  that  thousands  of  miles  of  the  water- 
bh  ds.  so  called,  of  these  water  supplies  for  rivers 
and  ponds,  are  all  percolated  through   ihe  surface  ol 
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the  land — every  drop  of  it.  It  doesn't  come  from 
the  springs,  but  every  shower  aud  heavy  raiu  we 
have  loads  the  soil  with  more  water  than  it  cau  hold, 
and  B  percolates  through  the  soil  and  makes  the 
brooks,  and  the  brooks  make  rivers,  and  the  rivers 
and  brooks  rill  the  ponds.  There  is  no  such  thing  as 
pure  water  in  the  ponds,  or  brooks  and  rivers  that 
fill  these  ponds.  We  all  know  that  nature's  reser- 
voirs are  swamps.  You  never  see  any  water  stand- 
ing any  length  of  time  on  clean,  dry  ground  or 
gravel.  It  goes  out  of  sight.  But  wherever  a  reser- 
voir is  made  bv  nature— and  the  country  is  full  of 
them—  it  is  a  swamp.  If  there  is  a  man  in  this  board 
who  has  gone  to  a  pond  fishing  in  the  summer,  be  has 
smelt  just  the  same  smell  we  have  had  here.  You 
may  no  a  hundred  miles  north,  and  there  are  times 
when  the  waters  in  the  ponds  taste  and  smell 
just  as  this  water  smells  to-day.  I  have 
seen  times  when  I  would  go  two  miles  to 
get  a  drop  of  water  from  a  spring  instead  of 
drinking  out  of  a  pond.  Any  countrymau  will  not  go 
to  a  pond  to  drink  water,  but  to  ^  spring  where  the 
waters  are  cle  a-  and  living.  'Now,  I  saw  a  remark 
from  a  doctor  in  the  paper  this  morning,  that  he  had 
discovered  a  slimy  substance  in  a  tank  that  had  been 
uncovered  for  jigbt  months.  Who  ever  heard  of 
auybody  leaving  a  tank  eight  months  without  clean- 
ing it  out?  I  have  on  my  farm  in  New  Hampshire 
two  or  three  springs  of  living  pure  water,  but  there 
isn't  a  tank  at  one  of  those  springs  that  doesn't  have 
to  be  cleaned.  Th°  water  makes  this  slim*.  It  is 
natural  for  it  to  do  it.  There  is  nothing  wrong  about 
it.  I  don't  think  it  contaminates  the  water.  It  is 
something  that  grows  there.  Nature  puts  it  there. 
There  is  no  living  water,  except,  the  springs,  that 
comes  from  the  ground  or  the  soil  that  is  ever  in 
motion.  I  don't  believe  it  is  possible  for  this  com- 
missioner, by  any  order  we  can  pass,  to  make  pme 
water  at  times  in  these  ponds.  Wre  have  got  to  ex- 
pect times  when  we  will  have  just  such  water.  We 
bave  had  it  ever  since  we  have  had  the  Cochituate 
water.  I  recollect  a  few  years  after  we  got  the 
Cochituate  water  that  this  cucumbear  taste  made  it 
bad.  Last  year  the  Mystic  waters  were  impure  and 
disagreeable  to  the  taste,  and  the  people  thai  used 
th'em  rebelled  at  it,  but  there  was  nothing  in  God's 
world  that  could  be  done  to  it  that  anybody  Rnew 
anything  about.  But  nature  has  cleansed  it  and  it  is 
now  fit  for.  use.  1  don't  make  thes°.  reinaiks  to  screen 
the  Water  Board  from  any  blame  for  direliction  of 
ciutv.  I  don't  know  whether  or  not  they  have  at- 
tended to  their  duty,  but  I  know  it  it  is  very  easy  to 
find  fault,  because  people  don't  do  what  you  think 
ought  to  be  done.  I  don't  know  what  can  be  done  to 
purify  this  water.  I  understand  from  the  engineer 
that  thev  think  they  can  now  take  the  running 
water  from  Sudbury  River  to  supply  the  city 
and  get  rid  of  all  the  waters  from  Farm  Pond.  That 
is  where  the  trouble  is.  It  has  been  so  ever  since  the 
world  began,  I  suppose.  When  we  go  to  the  bottom 
of  the  pond  we  find  from  six  to  eight  inches  of  mud, 
and  auybody  will  almost  drop  out  of  fight  if  he  steps 
into  it.  I  have  tried  it,  but  not  in  that  pond.  I  don't 
know  that  this  is  any  particular  information  to  any- 
body, but  my  idea  is  that  this  is  a  wor.lt  that  when- 
ever there  is  a  change  nature  will  have  to  do  it,  but 
man  cannot  do  it.  I  question  whether  the  water  will 
not  bave  to  be  used  for  family  purposes  rather  than 
foi  manufacturing  purposes  to  run  machinery  and 
other  things,  that  people  expected  to  run  for 
family  purposes  instead  of  manufacturing.  I  know 
the  argument  in  that  such  use  of  it  pays,  but  it  pays 
at  the  expense  of  the  families.  I  don't  kuow  as  I  ob- 
ject to  these  orders.  I  don't  think  anything  can  be 
done  except  by  nature. 

Alderman  Hersey— It  may  be  vevy  well  to  wait  for 
uature  to  accomplish  this  result,  but  I  believe  it  will 
be  well  to  help  nature  some.  I  dou't  believe  that  the 
seething  mass  of  mud  at  the  bottom  of  a  pond  is  good 
for  the  water.  It  may  be  well  to  compare  it  with  the 
natural  watershed,  but  it  comes  over  t!ie  watershed 
where  it  has  been  running  from  time  immemorial — 
it  comes  through  the  gravel,  fresh  and  pure.  The 
getitleman  has  a  pure  spring  at  his  farm  because  it 
comes  fre3h  from  the  sand.  This  condition  does  not 
apply  to  the  reservoirs.  The  water  is  there  poured 
upon  ground  which  has  oeen  tilled  aud  fertilized  for 
years.  All  this  loam  is  mixed  up  with  this  water,  the 
water  takes  it  up  in  solution  aud  carries  it  into  the 
conduit  and  then  into  the  pipes.  That  is  one  reason 
why  our  high  service  water  is  purer  than  the  low 
service.  The  tilth  has  been  accumulating  for  years 
in  your  low  service  system,  and  that  permits  the 
growth  of  tilth  not  only  in  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir 
but  in  Brookline  Reservoir.  The  high  service  pipes 
being  newly  laid  it  has  not  that  element  to  promote 
the  growth  of  those  fish  and  eels  that  we  hear  of  in 
the  low  service  pipes.    That  will  account  for  it,  I 


believe.  The  first  thing  we  should  do  is  to  purify 
what  we  ku  >w  is  the  filthy  condition  of  the  storage 
basins.  Let  nature  do  what  she  will,  but  let  u6  do 
what  we  can.  I  should  be  in  favor  of  pa?sing  an 
order  appropriating  money  to  take  immediate  action 
in  cleaning  out  the  reservoirs.  If  you  go  oack  to  the 
report  of  the  City  Engineer,  prior  to  the  report  read 
to-night— to  the  report  of  Mr.  Davis— you  will  find 
that  I  e  says  tl  e  loam  and  vegetable  matter  in  these 
storage  reservoirs  will  necessarily  pollute  the  water, 
and  he  vecoin  mended  and  says  it  is  imperative,  if  we 
wish  a  pure  water  supplv,  to  remove  that  substance. 
Now,  the  City  Council  were  to  blame  in  tbis  matter. 
They  refused  to  make  an  appropriation.  It  was 
recommended  by  a  majority  of  the  Water  Board, 
and  the  City  Council  were  not  altogether  blameless 
in  the  matter.  The  responsibility  rested  finally 
with  the  City  Council,  for  if  the  appropriation  had 
been  made,  undoubtedly  the  loam  would  bave  been 
removed  at  that  time.  I  believe  m  immediate  action. 
There  can  be  nothing  wrong  in  removing  the  tilth  at 
once.  It  will  nec?ssariiy  have  to  be  done  some  time 
or  other.  An  order  should  be  put  in  to-night,  in  my 
opinion,  that  the  best  thing  for  the  Water  Board  to 
do  is  to  clean  out  those  basins,  and  to  appropriate 
money  to  do  it. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  should  be  pleased  tb  vote 
for  anything  to  purify  our  water  supply.  Now, 
speaking  of  loam  in  the  basins,  Basin  No.  2  has  the 
most  loam  in  it.  The  committee  went  over  tuo- 
works,  and  Basin  No.  2  proved  to  be  the  purest 
water  on  the  route.  The  whole  trouble  seemed  to 
thPin  to  be  at  Farm  Pond,  but  they  not  being  ex- 
perts could  not  decide  about  it.  Whether  it  is  in 
Farm  Pond  or  not  the  committee  could  not  say,  but 
all  the  re,servoirs  run  through  Farm  Pond.  The 
committee  hoped  to  be  able  to  report  to-night,  but 
did  not  feel  authorized  to  report  until  we  have  the 
report  of  tbe  expert.  Speaking  of  the  high  service 
of  the  Cochituate  water, the  Cochituate  Pond  seemed 
to  he  the  purest  of  any  we  visited.  The  Sudburv 
River  was  not  so  pure  as  Lake  Cochituate. 

Alderman  Frost— Mr.  Chairman,  as  to  the  first 
order,  we  have  just  disposed  of  a  report  of  the  same 
nature.  An  order  originating  in  the  other  branch 
asking  whether  any  further  legislation  was  neces- 
sary to  protect  our  water  source  from  pollutiou, 
went  to  the  Committee  on  Health.  We  had  two 
healings  and  went  into  the  mat'er  pretty  thoroughly. 
I  am  sure  our  law  officers  are  decidedly  against  ask- 
ing for  any  further  legislation  at  present.  They 
think  we  have  all  the  legislation  necessary  to  rem- 
edy the  pollutiou,  and  if  not  it  will  be  time  to  ask 
for  further  legislation  when  the  several  cases  in  pro- 
gress in  the  courts  are  dicided,  and  it  shall  appear 
that  we  have  not  sufficient  legislation.  To  ask  for 
further  legislation  now  looks  very  much  like  giving 
away  our  cases  which  are  in  the  courts  and 
acknowledging  oui selves  beaten  before  we  are 
beaten.  That  question  is  settled,  I  know,  so  far  as 
the  law  officers  are  concerned,  and  they  believe  that 
we  had  better  not  ask  for  any  further  legislation  at 
prtsent.  As  to  increasing  the  supply  from  the  Sud- 
bury-river  basins,  that  Is  just  what  we  are  trying  to 
do,  aud  for  which  we  passed  an  appropriation  of 
four  hundred  thou-and  dollars  within  a  very  short 
time  to  make  another  hasin.  That  matter  is  being 
done  as  fast  as  we  can  do  it  probably,  or  about  as 
fast.  Perhaps  they  might  be  extenoing  the  system, 
and  asking  for  money  to  construct  the  other  basins 
farther  up,  but  if  we  get  the  basin  built  that  we  have 
already  commenced  on,  h  will  furnish  us  about  all 
the  upply  we  need  at  present,  provided  the  water  is 
good.  As  to  cleaning  out  the  basins  of  the  Sudbury- 
rivcr  supply  immediately,  I  take  it  that  it  is  an  im- 
possibility to  do  that  at  present;  but  probiblyit  will 
be  possible  to  do  it  this  fall.  Certainly  we  cannot 
do  it  now,  because  we  cannot  em  ply  the  basins.  The 
water  is  stored  there,  aud  we  have  none  to  spare, 
ana  shall  be  short  of  supply  unless  we  have  exten- 
sive rains.  Now  as  to  this  whole  matter  about  the 
bad  taste  of  the  water.  1  do  not  profess  to  be  an  ex- 
pert, but  we  have  had  experts  examine  into  this  sub- 
ject. Tbis  is  a  question  that  has  come  uo  with  al- 
most every  large  city  in  the  country  that  has  a  water 
supply,  and  no  expert,  so  far.  has  been  able  to  give  a 
plausible  theory  in  regard  to  the  matter.  It  is  some- 
thing that  comes  and  goes  in  all  large  ponds,  as  the 
Alderman  on  my  right  has  stated.  It  is  a  very  alarm 
ing  thing,  it  seems  to  me,  in  our  water  supply.  If  it 
should  continue  Idou'tkuow  what  we  shall  be  obliged 
to  do.  Of  course  wt-  cannot  provide  immediately  a 
uew  supply  for  the  whole  City  ot  Boston.  At  present 
the  wat_>r  is  unfit  to  drink  in  all  the  low  service. 
As  to  the  high  service  and  in  Roxbury,  as  I 
understand,  the  water  all  conns  from  Lake  Co- 
chituate, and  is  comparatively  jjood  ;  there  is 
very   little    nauseating    taste    iu    it.      I    had   the 
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pleasure  or  visiting  the  works  with  the  committee 
The  wliole  trouble  with  the  water  is  certainly  in  the 
Sudbury  system  now.  The  Coehitun'e  water  has 
none  of  this  taste  in  it,  and  certainly  we  could  not 
find  it  it  we  were  not  hunting  for  it.  I  have  tried  to 
keep  po-ted  iu  regard  to  the  pollution  of  the  water 
in  the  Su.lbury  basms.  1  have  a  recollection  that  the 
Water  Board  did  recommend  an  appropriation  of 
$00,000  for  cleaning  out  one  basin  not  long  ago.  and 
the  City  Council  refused  to  give  the  appropriation. 
That  is  my  recollection  of  the  matter,  and  I  think  it 
is  a  fact.  I  do  not  believe,  however,  that  the  mud  or 
soil  in  the  basins  has  anything  to  uo  with  this  pecu- 
liar nauseating  taste.  Tt  is  in  the  other  basins,  and 
the  Sudnury  river  above  the  basins  is  a  dark  water, 
coming  no  doubt  trom  loam  and  contaminated 
more  or  less  by  the  swampy  wafer  above.  .Let- 
water  stand  any  time  in  a  basin  and  it  will 
have  more  or  '  le»s  sediment  in  it.  There  _s 
nothing  more  in  it,  in  my  opinion,  than  you  have  in 
any  other  water.  You  go  West  and  you  will  find 
roily  water  with  more  or  less  of  soil  iu  suspension  in  it, 
and  by  letting  it  settle  a  short  time  it  becomes  very 
good  to  drink.  It  has  been  so  with  the  Sudbuiy  river 
until  now.  I  don't  believe  we  will  accomplish  any- 
thing by  passing  these  orders  now;  at  any  rate  they 
better  lie  over  one  week,  and  I  make  that  motion. 

Alderman  O'Brien— X  hope  that  motion  will  not 
prevail  All  this  talk  in  the  newpapers,  and  from 
other  sources,  that  the  high-service  water  is  not  pol- 
luted, is  not  so.  There  are  exceptional  cases.  I 
know  the  Alderman  from  the  Highlands  sayshedoes 
not  find  this  cucumber  taste  in  his  house,  but  I  live 
very  near  the  stand  pipe  and  it  is  just  as  distinct 
in  mv  house  as  it  is  in  my  office  in  Chatham  row. 
supplied  by  the  high  service.  The  high  service  sut- 
lers just  as  much  from  the  pollution  and  cucumber 
taste  of  the  waters  as  the  low"  service,  and  there  is  m 
fact  no  distinction.  Now,  in  relation  to  this  recom- 
mendation of  the  Water  Hoard  about  cleaning  the 
basins  of  loam,  everyone  understands  it.  ThePaik 
Commissioners  wanted  that  loam  to  help  build  the 
Ba  k  Bay  Park.  Instead  of  removing  it  away,  the 
Water  Board  built  those  basins  and  allowed  tue  loam 
to  remain  ,tbere.  They  turned  in  as  they  say,  or 
saved,  one  hundred  and  ten  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  and  did  not  consider 
the  loam  worth  removing;  tbey  would  rather  turn 
the  money  into  the  sinking  fund  than  spend  i*  to  tak^; 
the  loam  out  of  those  basins.  But  there  was  an  op- 
portunity when  the  Park  Commissioners  wanted  that 
loam  to  build  the  Back  Bay  Park,  and  the  Water 
Board  thought  they  could  make  a  close  bargain. 
As  I  said  before,'  when  1  referred  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Water  Board,  they  are  very  good  men  for 
making  close  bargains  and  for  settling  claims,  and 
all  those,  things.  They  saw  an  opportunity  to  take 
forty  thousand  dollars  out  of  the  appropriation  for 
parks,  and  use  it  in  cleaning  out  the  water  basins. 
That  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  it.  They  wanted 
to  put  it  on  to  parks,  and  that  is  the  reason  it  was 
not  done.  They  did  not  clean  the  basins  when  they 
had  the  money  to  do  it,  but  turned  all  the  watt  r  upon 
those  basins,  with  all  that  meadow  mud  ami  tilth 
in  them.  That  is  the  truth  about  the  nutter.  They 
are  the  responsible  parlies. 

Alderman  Haldeman-I  agree  with  the  Alder- 
man on  my  extreme  right,  that  nature  will  have  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  remedying  our  water.  It  is 
also  true  that  nature  is  responsible  for  the  condi- 
tion of  our  water,  but  it  is  not  true  that  nature  is 
responsible  for  the  Water  Board  we  have.  While 
I  have  faith  in  the  system  of  boards  and  commis- 
sions, I  recognize  the  "fact  that  it  is  always  necessary 
to  attach  to  your  commissions  and  boards,  a  clas.s  of 
men  properly  selected  for  the  position.  It  does  not 
follow  that  because  a  salary  is  fixed  to  a  position 
for  a  term  of  three  years,  any  Bromiuent  gentleman, 
or  ward  politician,  must  sit  in  those  chairs  only  to 
draw  the  salary,  simply  because  he  is  eminently  re- 
spectable. That  has  been  the  difficulty  with  our 
commissions.  The  trouble  is  not  with  the  system. 
Now  the  Alderman  upon  my  right  has  given  us  the 
same  sort  of  tally— to  use  a  vulgar  expression — that 
has  been  doled  out  by  the  Water  Board  and  their 
friends  for  a  long  time.  They  are  always  investi- 
gating; always  got  experts  at  work,  and  al'wavs  upon 
the  eve  of  telling  what  is  coming. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  will  coirect  the  gentleman. 
It  i>  the  committee  who  are  doing  ibis. 

Alderman  Haldcuian  — If  it  is  the  coniniittee,  so 
much  the  better.  The  committee  make  the  -aine 
promises.  Now  in  municipal  as  well  as  in  domestic 
matters  there  i-  a  homely  adage,  that  chickens  come 
home  to  roost.  Last  July  Councilman  Means, from 
the  Committee  on  Health,  offered  the  following 
order  in  the  Common  Council: 

"Ordered,  That  a  committee  ol  three  members  of 


the  Common  Council  together  with  such  as  the 
Board  of  Alderman  may  join,  be  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  consult  with  the  Water  Board  and  cause  to 
be  examined  the  water  supply  of  one  city,  with  a 
view  to  ascertaining  what  impurities  exist  therein, 
together  with  the  cause  thereof,  and  report  what 
steps  can  be  taken  to  improve  it." 

That  was  a  very  moderate  order,  offered  because 
fhev  did  not  have  faith  that  the  Water  Committee 
or  Water  Board  were  doing  full  justice  to  tie  mat- 
ter as  it  stood.  They  Wanted  to  probe  them  and 
keep  them  up  to  their  work.  That  order  came  to 
tbH  board,  and  when  it  wan  presented  Alderman 
Curtis  stated  that  if  he  could  see  any  virtue  in  it  he 
would  vote  for  it;  that  the  Water  Board  and  com- 
mittee were  doing  all  they  could  to  ascertain  the 
cause  ol  the  impurity  of  the  water.  That  order  was 
indefinitely  postponed. 

Alderman  O'Brien — What  was  the  date  of  that? 

Alderman  Haldeman— The  first  was  July  12th,  and 
this  is  July  25th.  The  notice  of  indefinite  postpone- 
ment sent  to  the  Council  came  back  on  August  8th 
with  a  suggestion  for  a  committee  of  conference. 
Tl  at  was  laid  over  for  a  time,  and  finally  an  order 
offered  by  Alderman  Curtis  was  substituted,  that  the 
t'ooiinitee  on  Water  be  requested  to  investigate  and 
report  upon  the  condition  of  the  water  supply  at  as 
early  a  day  as  pogsiole.  This  proposition  for  a  coniniit- 
tee of  conference  was  indefinitely  postponed,  as  a 
good  many  propositions  from  the  Council  have  been, 
and  the  order  was  adopted  for  the  Committee  on 
Water  to  make  a  report.  We  are  still  waiti.g  for  that 
report.  Meantime  our  newspapers  are  full  of  all  sorts 
of  fish  stories.  Some  cheap  doctor,  desiring  to  set 
up  a  sensation,  fills  the  pipes  with  eels.  Perhaps  the 
most  reasonable  article  on  the  subject  is  in  the  Her- 
ald of  this  morning.  I  have  not  read  the  article  of 
Mr.  Cutter  in  the  Transcript  to-day.  But  I  think 
this  whole  trouble  is  from  the  incompetency  of  the 
chief  officers  in  the  Water  De(  artment.  They  do 
not  look  far  niongh  ahead;  they  are  penny  wise'  and 
pound  foolish;  they  economize  in  small  matters 
aad  waste  in  large  ones.  I  think  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  City  ijovernuient,  and  each  individual 
member  of  it,  to  keep  stirring  those  folks  up. 
in  order  to  get  some  satisfaction.  There  must  be 
a  cause  for  the  trouble,  and  a  way  to  remedy  it. 
If  our  Water  Committee  and  Water  Board  are  in- 
efficient, which  they  have  shown  themselves  to  be, 
I  think  it  is  about  tiue  some  other  committee  should 
be  appointed,  or  we  -hould  go  outside  for  assistance. 

Alderman  Tucker — I  have  listened  with  a  good 
deal  of  interest  to  this  discussion,  and  have  yet 
failed  to  see  any  one  recommend  anvtbing.  It  is 
nothing  but  finding  fault;  nobody  here  seems  to  sug- 
gest any  remedy  lor  rue  difficulty  with  the  water.  I 
think  the  Alderman  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  does 
not  recommend  anything.  1  'understand  that  those 
eels  did  weigh  four  pounds  apiece,  and  that  Captain 
Thomas  is  ready  to  testify  that  they  did.  There  is 
no  tjuestion  but  that  eels'bave  been  taken  out  of  the 
water  pipes.  It  is  all  very  pleasant  for  us  to  get  up 
here  ami  find  fault  with  the  Water  Board,  but  if 
any  bocy  nas  any  suggestions  for  remedying  the  dif- 
ficulty I  would  be  glad  to  hear  them.  1  am  iu 
the  same  position  Alderman  O'Brien  is  in.  The 
water  is  very  bad  indeed.  The  fashionable  name 
given  to  it  is  the  cucumber  taste,  but  1  think  it  is  a 
waste  of  time  to  discuss  this  matter  without  making 
any  recommendation.  If  any  member  here  has  any 
recommendation  to  make,  I  should  be  glad  to  hear 
it.    I  have  not  heard  one  yet. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  would  suggest  that  the  or- 
ders themselves  provide  a  remedy.  One  asks  for 
additional  legislation,  and  refers  the  matter  to  the 
Law  Department  of  the  City  Government,  which 
has  been  fighting  the  town  of  Natick,  the  tanners  of 
Woburn  and  Winchester,  and  other  parties  who  are 
pi. tiring  sewage  and  filth  into  our  water  supply,  and 
have  been  for  years.  That  department  can  suggest 
what  legislation  is  needed.  From  mv  connection 
with  the  Law  Department,  I  know  that  if  their  at- 
tention IB  called  to  the  matter  they  will  suggest  a 
proper  law  which  can  be  handed  to  the  Committee  ou 
Legislative  Matters,  and  will  stop  this  sewage  from 
flowing  into  our  source  of  supply.  Another  remedy  is 
to  clean  out  those  b'.,sins.  As  the  Alderman  from  South 
Boston  says,  he  will  vote  for  an  order  to  appropriate 
the  money  to-day.  I  don't  believe  that  we  can  get 
pure  water  from  a  basin  the  bottom  of  which  is 
nothing  but  tilth,  as  described  by  an  eye  witness. 
That  basin  is  nearly  empty.  It  can  be  cleaned  out 
and  we  should  nut  hesitate  to  do  it.  As  the  Alder- 
man says,  it  would  be  well  to  vote  the  money  to-day. 
But  out  of  respect  to  the  Water  Board  we  do  not 
want  to  do  their  business;  we  employ  them  to  do  this 
work.  If  this  order  passes,  1  hope  they  will  cone 
here  next  week   asking   us  to  give   them  the   money 
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necessary  to  clean  out  those  basins.  When  this  order 
is  referred  to  them  iliey  should  act  immediately,  and 
go  to  work  and  do  it.  That  is  their  business.  To  allow 
that  basin  to  till  up  again  with  all  that  stagnant, 
stinking  mass  underneath  the  water,  I  think  it  would 
be  cruelty  to  the  people  who  are  compelled  to  drink 
the  water  during  the  winter. 

Alderman  Frost — Will  the  gentleman  please  in- 
form us  which  basin  he  means? 

Alderman  O'Brien — Basin  No.  3,  that  is  nearly 
empty  now. 

■  Alderman  Frost— I  suppose  he  meant  Basin  No.  3. 
It  is  empty  now,  and  the  workmen  were  cleaning  out 
the  mud  ten  days  ago.  We  are  not  getting  any 
water  from  Basin  No.  3,  and  that  cannot  possibly 
have  anything  to  do  with  this  bad  taste. 

Alderman  Whitten— As  there  .s  an  expert  who  will 
probably  report  to  the  committee,  to  they  will  be 
able  to  report  to  this  board  next  Monday,  it  seems 
to  me  it  will  be.  better  to  let  the  whole  matter  rest 
where  it  is  until  then.  Meantime  we  can  make  such 
inquiries  during  the  week  as  we  see  tit.  I  move 
that  this  whole  matter  be  specially  assigned  until 
next  Monday. 

Alderman  O'Brien — This  expert  will  not  report 
during  the  existence  of  the  present  City  Council.  He 
is  examining  all  the  little  creeks  and  other  matters 
connected  with  our  water  supply.  It  will  take  aim 
months  to  complete  it.  We  have  had  enough  of  this 
expert  business.  We  were  assured  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Water  last  J  uly  that  the  Water  Board  were 
themselves  looking  iuto  it.  And  now  the  commit- 
tee have  just  commenced.  I  met  one  of  the  Health 
Department  to-day.  We  had  that  department  be- 
fore our  Committee  ou  Commissions.  I  told  them 
I  believed  they  were  clothed  with  extraordi- 
nary powers,  that  I  knew  by  their  report  that 
they  removed  five,  ten  or  twelve  thousand  nuisances 
every  year.  I  asked  them  if  they  ever  considered 
that  our  water  supply  was  a  nuisance  to  the  City  of 
Boston,  and  instead  of  removing  small  nuisances  they 
ought  to  attack  such  a  big  nuisance  as  that  and  see 
what  they  could  do,  with  all  the  power  placed  in  their 
hands,  to  purify  our  water.  Well  I  suppose  the 
Board  of  Health  are  going  to  work.  They  commence 
to-day.  They  go  out  to  look  at  our  water  works,  and 
perhaps  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  or  four  months 
-we  may  get  a  report  from  them  on  our  water  supply. 
I  believe  that  this  matter  demauds  immediate  action 
by  the  City  Council.  I  am  tired  of  the  way  these 
men  proceed  and  do  their  work.  It  takes  six  months 
for  them  to  do  something  that  ought  to  be  done  in  a 
week.  As  the  Alderman  says,  that  matter  was  re- 
ferred to  that  commitlee  last  July ;  I  don't  remember 
that  they  nave  reported.  July,  August,  September, 
Octob.  r— four  months — and  here  is  November  four- 
teenth, and  we  haven't  heard  a  word  about  it.  But 
now  when  the  press  are  showing  up  this  matter, 
when  public  attention  is  called  to  it,  you  see  that 
these  men  are  all  activity.  It  is  only  when  you  force 
them  to  do  a  thing  that  they  will  do  it.  Public 
opinion  is  forcing  them  to  do  a  thing  which  they 
ought  to  have  done  before. 

Alderman  Caldwell— The  Water  Committee  have 
abetter  to-day  from  the  expert  stating  that  he  will  be 
ready  in  a  day  or  two  to  give  us  all  the  information 
he  can  obtain. 

Aldermau  Hersey— I  believe  we  shall  not  go  wrong 
if  we  commence  to  clean  out  these  basins.  The 
Alderman  on  my  left  says,  how  can  you  do  it  with  a 
short  supply  of  water?  I  should  say  it  is  just  the 
time  when  the  supply  is  short. 

Alderman  Frost— Basin  ISo.  3  is  empty,  but  you 
cannot  empty  the  basius  your  water  is  coming  from. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  would  clean  the  empty  basin 
and  then  turn  iu  to  it  the  water  from  the  full  basins 
and  clean  tbeui. 

Alderman  Frost— It  caunot  be  done. 

Alderman  Hersey— It  should  be  done.  I  think  the 
Water  Board  would  be  equal  to  that. 

Alderman  Frost— Those  basins  are  on  a  different 
stream. 

Alderman  Hersey  —I  would  clean  out  those  that 
are  empty. 

Alderman  Frost— That  is  just  what  is  beiug  done. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  would  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  we  have  no  information  from  the  Water 
Board  that  they  are  doing  it.  They  have  no  author- 
ity to  do  it.  'it  will  cost  $40,000.  tThey  may  be 
spending  a  little  money  skimming  the  surface  there, 
but  they  could  not  spend  the  amount  uecessary  with- 
out coming  to  the  City  Council  for  it. 

Alderman  Frost— When  1  was  at  the  basin,  al- 
though thev  had  a  gang  of  men  at  work,  I  thought 
it  was  very  doubtful  it  it  would  be  done  this  rail. 
Now  as  to  the  order  that  the  Alderman  on  mv  left 
says  was  referred.  I  wish  to  ask  him  if  he  means 
the  order  that  weut  to  the  Commitlee  on  Health,  that 


has  been  reported  upon  asking  what  further  legisla- 
tion is  necessary. 

Alderman  O'Brien — If  the  Alderman  knows  that  it 
has  been  reported  upon,  why  don't  he  state  that  fact? 
Why  don't  he  say  what  he  has  to  say,  man-fashion. 
If  he  knows  any  facts  of  that  kind,  why  don't  he 
state  them  to  the  board? 

Alderman  Frost— I  was  trying  to  get  at  the  infor- 
mation the  Alderman  wanted,  and  what  particular 
order  be  referred  to. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  want  the  Aldarman  to  en- 
lighten me. 

Alderman  Frost — It  looked  to  me  as  chough  it  was 
the  order  referred  to  the  Committee  ou  Health.  If 
he  means  that  order.  I  would  say  that  toe  matter  of 
petitioning  for  additional  legislation  has  been  re- 
ported upon  as  inexpedient,  and  the  report  has  been 
accepted. 

Alderman  Halderaan — Either  I  said  something  I  did 
not  mean,  or  the  Aldermau  on  the  other  side  uf  the 
chamber  misunderstood  me.  When  I  said  I  did  not 
believe  the  fish  story,  which  be  insist-  upon  is  true,  I 
referred  to  the  story  told  by  Dr.  Talbot,  which  was  a 
wild  exaggerated  affair.  If  there  was  any  truth, 
iu  it  every  pipe  in  the  city  would  be  blockaded.  I 
know  very  well,  as  any  one  else  does  familiar  with 
pipes  and  waterworks,  that  it  is  rot  an  uncommon 
thing  for  eels  to  be  found  in  the  mains.  They  enter 
through  the  strainers  when  they  are  young,  grow  in 
the  pipes  and  live  many  years  until  they  die  at  an  old 
age.  As  Dr.  Talbot  truthfully  says,  they  must  die 
some  time  or  other.  But  when  you  get  up  a  story  that 
enough  young  eels  will  go  through  th^  .trainers  into 
the  pipes  so  that  the  flesh  of  the  seal  on'is  will  taint 
your  water  supply,  then  it  is  preicsteroL . .  It  is  possi- 
ble a  dead  eel  might  occasionally  $.<t into  a  pipe,  but  it 
will  very  soon  be  distributed  by  the  flesh  being  ab- 
sorbed by  the  mass  of  water  that  passed  through.  At 
that  immediate  faucet  it  is  possible  a  taint  may  be  per- 
ceptible, but  there  is  no  sense  in  saying  that  the  en- 
tire water  supply  is  tainted  with  dead  eels,  because  if 
th  re  were  enough  dead  eels  to  taint  the  water  sup- 
ply, there  would  be  enough  live  ones  to  obstruct  the 
pipes.  The  Alderman  also  taunts  me  for  not  giving 
information  and  making  suggestions.  I  have  none 
to  make.  The  point  I  was  trying  to  get  at  is  that 
foar  months  ago  we  were  promised  a  report  upon 
this  subject.  A  special  committee  was  refused  be- 
cause of  the  explanation  we  were  soon  to  have.  That 
is  what  I  had  refereuce  to  when  I  said  that  chickens 
were  coming  home  to  roost,  because  this  state  of  things 
was  upon  us  lour  or  five  months  ago,  and  we  might 
have  done  something  to  ascertaiu  the  exact  position 
of  matters.  If  the  Water  Board  know  anything 
thev  have  a  faculty  of  keeping  it  to  themselves.  It 
is  like  other  departments  of  the  City  Government; 
when  you  want  to  know  anything  tbey  have  a  way  of 
dodging  it,  by  referring  it  to  a  committee  or  the 
ne^:t  City  Government,  and  not  coming  up  to  the 
scratch.  This  water  question  deserves  more  com- 
mon sense.  We  know"  that  the  taint  is  there,  but 
people  are  not  dying  in  consequence  of  it.  We  be- 
lieve it  is  not  absolutely  injurious,  but  it  is  obnox- 
ious and  unpalatable,  and  we  don't  want  to  use  it.  It 
is  the  busiue-s  of  the  Water  Board,  which  hascha-go 
of  these  affairs,  to  remedy  the  evil,  and  not  ours. 
That  is  why  we  have  water  boards  and  committees. 
If  they  are  all  incompetent  let  them  supply  them- 
selves with  experts  and  engineers,  •utside  of  the  City 
Government  if  nece-srry. 

Alderman  Caldwell — The  committee  have  been 
ratber  unfortunate  iu  procuring  an  expert.  They 
applied  to  two  gentlemen  in  Massachusetts,  and 
were  not  able  to  obtain  them  for  a  great  many  rea- 
sons. They  were  obliged  to  send  to  Baltimore  for 
an  expert  to  investigate  this  matter.  He  is  doing 
everything  he  can,  and  as  fast  as  he  possibly  can.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  by  next  Monday  the  committee 
will  be  able  to  report  his  opinion  upon  the  subject. 

Alderman  O'Brien — Can  the  Aldermau  give  us 
some  idea?  I  understand  they  imported  a  gentle- 
man from  Baltimore  and  are  nayiug  him  a  large 
sum  of  money,  some  say  as  high  as  five  hundred 
dollars  a  day.  An  expert  from  Baltimore  to  look 
iuto  our  water  supply  is  not  going  to  give  up  live 
hundred  dol lars  a  day  very  soon.  "He  will  make  it 
as  many  days  as  he  can.  I  would  ask  whether  the 
committee  have  given  him  any.instructions,  and  how 
much  they  are  paying  him. 

Alderman  Caldweil— I  am  not  at  liberty  to  state 
any  such  tning. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  have  heard  to-day  that  thev 
were  paying  that  imported  gentleman  from  Balti- 
more five  hundred  dollars  a  day. 

Alderman  Caldwell — I  would  state  that  the  com 
nitttec  are  doing  the  best  they  can.  The  public  want 
to  know  the  condition  of  the  water,  and  the  commit- 
tee are  doing  the  best  they  can  to  ascertain  it. 
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The  motion  t.o  lav  upon  the  table  was  declared 
lost,  and  Alderman  Frost  doubted  the  vote. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  understand  from  Alderman 
Caldwell  that  a  reDort  from  the  expert  on  the  condi- 
tion of  the  water  will  he  here  next  Monday.  I  do 
not  think  anything  we  can  do  to-night  will  make  any 
change  in  the  water  within  a  week.  I  think  it  would 
be  better  to  know  what  we  are  about  before  passing 
these  sweeping  orders.  I  hope  the  matter  will  be 
postponed  for  one  week. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  hope  we  will  pass  the  orders 
to-night.  The  case  demands  prompt  action  by  the 
City  Council.  As  tor  a  mau  imported  from  Balti- 
more examining  the  condition  of  our  water  supply 
and  making  a  return  of  that  condition  in  one  week, 
it  isan  imim>sibility.  It  would  take  him  months  to 
examine  even  the  Mystic  water  supply  aid  look  into 
all  its  impurities.  We  know  more  about  it  than  he 
does,  or  could  know  if  he  stayed  here  a  year. 

Alderman  Htrsey—  Whatever  the  report  of  theex- 
pert  may  be,  I  think  it  is  desirable  to  do  what  those 
orders  call  lor.  It  is  to  purify  the  source  of  our 
water  supply  and  keep  it  from  pollution,  whatever 
the  expert  may  report.  It  is  also  to  clean  out  those 
reservoirs.  That  must  certain'?  follow  to  some  ex- 
tent. I  ao  not  think  the  expert's  opinion  would 
make  any  difference  as  to  piesent  difficulty.  These 
difficulties  were  predicted  three  or  four  years  ago, 
and  now  that  they  have  occurred  why  snould  we  not 
place  confidence  in  onr  engineers  and  see  in  those 
predictions  just  what  the  difficulty  is.  I  say  it  is  fair 
to  presume  that  the  difficulty  conies,  partly  at  least, 
if  not  wholly,  from  the  foul  condition  of  the  reser- 
voirs. I  think  we  better  pass  these  orders  and  take 
our  expert's  opinion  afterwards. 

Alderman  Haldcman— I  hope  we  will  go  on  with 
these  orders.  1  stated  a  moment  ago  i  that  if  the 
Water  Board  ;  nd  Committee  on  Water  were  not 
comoetent  they  should  go  outside.  I  am  sorry  to 
leirn  that  when  they  went  outside  they  left  the  City 
of  Boston.  I  believe  that  when  they  want  scientific 
examinations  made,  they  can  get  men  in  Boston  to 
do  it.  But  having  gone  outside  for  assistance,  I 
think  they  have  gone  in  the  wrong  directioo.  We  do 
net  want  to  know  the  particular  reason  why  this 
water  tastes  badly  so  much  as  we  want  to  know  how 
to  get  rid  of  the  taste.  We  want  more  mechanical 
work  and  .'ess  science.  We  simply  want  a  broad- 
minded  man  familiar  with  large  operations.  Some 
good  contractor  is  better  for  a  work  of  this  kind 
than  a  scientific  in  in.  To  get  your  water  pure  you 
must  have  it  clean.  As  to  what  the  particular  taint 
may  he,  every  pra  stical  man  knows  it  better  than  a 
chemical  expert.  As  to  this  delay,  we  bavebadit  ever 
since  the  first  of  the  year.  Whenever  a  tight  ques- 
tion  comes  up,  the  effort  is  made  to  lay  it  over  or 
refer  it.  1  do  not  sec  why  these  orders  should  not 
pas-.  1  do  not  quite  like'che  order  asking  tor  addi- 
tional legislation,  because  the  Committee  on  Health 
have  reported  that  further  legislation  is  not  neces- 
sary. They  weiii  into  the  subject  with  a  great  deal 
of  care,  and  reported  adversely,  and  their  report  was 
accepted.  The  law  officers  chink  there  is  plenty  of 
legislation.  The  other  two  oi  ders  are  pertinent,  and 
should  be  i>.i 

The  motion  to  lay  the  orders  over  was  lost— four 
for.  -even  against. 

Alderman  Frost— 1  dislike  very  roach  to  throw  any 
obstacle  in  the  way  ol  any  investigation  that  may  be 
made  as  to  the  source  of  this  trouble  with  our  water. 
I  am  not  here  as  a  special  champion  to  defend 
the  Water  Board  or  Water  Committee.  I  think  they 
ale  doing  what  thev  reasonably  can.  and  perhaps 
may  have  been  a  little  slow;  but  I  think  thev  are  do- 
ing all  that  can  be  done  by  this  board  or  any  one 
sue.  I  cannot  see  any  possible  good  to- come  from 
these  orders.  As  I  stated  before,  the  first  matter  has 
been  reported  upon  adversely,  and  the  report  has 
been  accepted.  The  second  matter  is  being  accom- 
plished as  fast  as  possible;  we  arc  building'  another 
basin  on  the  Sudbury  river.  The  third  order  for 
cleaning  the  basins — I  am  not  sure  whether  that  is 
being  done  as  fast  as  it  might  be— I  havesome  doubts 
about  that— but  I  think  it  is  a  matter  that  we  should 
understand  before  we  pa's  so  peremptory  an  order 
as  this.  I  claim  that  the  order  should  go  over  un- 
der the  rule.  It  is  a  matter  of  so  much  impoitance 
that  we  should  not  hasten  it  so  that  we  don't  know 
what  we  are  about.  1  do  not  wish  to  delay  the  doing 
of  anything  in  reg'.rd  to  the  matter,  but  1  think  this 
matter  is  improperly  pushed  for  eui •■•!. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  move  that  the  order  No.  1 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Legislative.  Aba- 
ters. 

[Alderman  O'Brien— That  would  be  perfect  foil  v. 
The  Committee  on  Legislative  Affairs  have  not  met 
since  the   last  session    of   the    legi-iature,   and   one 

member  has  resigned  and  is  now  iu  the  City  8o 


bettor's  office.    A  motion  of  that  kind  is  all  non- 
sense. 

Alderman   Whitten— -Is  there  not  such  a  commit- 
tee? 
Alderman  O'Brien— There  is. 

Alderman  Whitten— Why  is  it  nonsense  to  refer  it 
to  that  committee? 
Alderman  O'Biien — It  is  only  to  delay  the  matter. 
Alderman  Whitten— It  is  not  to  delay  it.  It  will 
not  be  presented  to  the  present  session  of  the  legis- 
lature, I  suppose.  I  am  as  much  in  favor  of  pure 
water  as  anybody.  I  do  not  think  we  would  gain 
■  ne  minute  by  trying  to  crowd  through  matters  here 
to-night.  I  thiuk  that  trying  to  pass  orders  for  mat- 
ters that  our  City  Engineer  and  experts  say  should 
not  be  done,  is  going  too  far.  The  Alderman  oppo- 
site does  not  agree  with  Dr.  Talbot,  who  is  quite  an 
eminent  expert.  It  seems  to  me  that  when  we  have 
an  expert  employed  at  great  expense,  the  proper 
thing  to  do  is  to  wait  until  that  expert  reports,  and 
then  we  may  Know  very  much  better  what  we  are 
about.  I  hope  the  orders  will  go  over  until  the  next 
meeting. 

Alderman  Caldwell — I  have  no  objection  to  the 
passage  <  f  either  of  those  orders,  but,  so  tar  as  I  am 
individually  concerned,  I  should  like  to  have  them 
lay  on  the  table  until  the  next  meeting. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Legisla- 
tive Matters  was  declared  lost.  Alderman  Slade 
doubled  the  vote. 

Alderman  O'Brien — You  could  not  present  a  more 
conservative  order  to  this  board.  Ihe  Mayor  is  to 
petition  the  legislature  in  accordance  with  the  wishes 
of  the  Law  Department.  If  the  petition  goes,  it  will 
be  after  the  Law  Department  find  out  what  addi- 
tional law  is  necessary  to  prevent  the  pollution  of 
the  waters. 

Alderman  W  hitten— As  I  understood  Aideiman 
Frost,  the  officers  of  the  Law  Department  don't 
wish  any  more  law  on  the  subject.  That  is  the  rea- 
son why  I  wanted  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Legislative  Matters. 

Alderman  O'Brien— If  tiiey  don't  wish  any  more 
legislation,  the  petition  will  not  go  to  the  legislature. 
I  believe  we  do  need  more  legislation. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  should  like  to  know  what 
objectiou  the  Alderman  has  to  letting  it  go  to  th<; 
proper  committee. 

Alderman   O'Brien— I  would    like    to   know    why 
this  delay  is  desired.    There  is  not  a  leading  measure 
that  conies  before  us,  but  there  is  an  attempt  to  de- 
lay it. 
The  motion  to  refer  was  lost. 

The  three  orders  were  acted  upon  separately,  and 
were  severally  passed.  Alderman  O'Brien  moved  to 
reconsider.  Lost.  Sent  down. 
VENTILATION  OF  THE  ALDEKMAXIC  CHAMBER. 
Alderman  Curtis  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  fnblic  Buildings  be  directed  to 
provide  suitable  ventilation  for  the  Aldermen's 
room,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  three  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  public  buildings. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  would  ask  not  to  have  that  or- 
der referred  to  any  committee  for  the  reason  that 
the  subject  has  been  betore  committees  so  many 
times.  For  fifteen  years  iu  succession  ventilation 
has  been  called  tor  in  this  room.  If  1  had  had  time  in 
the  first  part  of  the  evening  I  should  have  had  a 
thermometer  put  up  there  by  the  chandelier  to  get  the 
temperature.  1  don't  believe  that  a  man  could  live 
twenty  minutes  in  such  an  atmosphere  as  we  had 
above  that  chandelier  last  Monday  night.  While 
we  are  |  ussing  orders  to  the  amount  of  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars,  i  think  it  is  no  more  than  fair 
that  if  twelve  men  consent  to  come  into  this  room  to 
do  their  part  of  the  business  of  the  citizens  of  bos- 
ton, they  should  have  a  properly  ventilated  room. 
1  hope  that  order  will  pass  this  board  unani- 
mously to-night.  The  Architect  says  he  can  venti- 
late it  thoroughly  now.  1  have  pui  in  three  thou- 
sand dollars,  but  he  says  it  will  need  about  two  thou- 
sand dollars,  though  he  wanted  a  thousand  dollars  to 
meet  anything  he  cannot  foresee  now. 

Alderman  Haldeman — This  order  is  rather  a  sur- 
prise to  me.  Early  in  the  season  I  attempted  some- 
thing of  the  kind,  supported  by  the  Alderman,  but 
wc  were  Doth  so  sat  upon  that  I  didn't  think  it  would 
be  brought  up  again.  After  the  committee's  report, 
which  virtually  said  they  were  incompetent  to  venti- 
late this  chamber,  I  did  not  feel  like  ssking  an  out- 
side architect  to  come  ill  and  do  what  ours  could  not. 
Since  then  it  appears  that  the  City  Architect  bos  been 
abroad.  We  did  in  a  joking  way  say  to  him  that  we 
hoped  he  would  see  some  public  building  m  Europe 
thai  was  not  built  '  y  some  city  architect  who  could 
spend    our  municipal    treasure   anil   give    us  a    iinu 
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niticent  chamber  without  any  ventilation,  upon 
the  same  principle  as  we  build  schoolhouses 
without  gas  fixtures,  and  similar  white  elephants 
that  we  have  on  hand.  When  they  told  me  this 
chamber  could  not  be  ventilated  I  did  not  believe  it. 
1  am  satisfied  there  are  a  dozen  architects  in  Boston 
who  can  give  us  a  reasonable  ventilation  lure.  If  we 
cannot  do  any  bettor  I  thud?  a  stone  thrown  through 
some  ot  the  upper  windows  will  give  us  relief.  Here 
we  are  caged  in  with  some  sixty  gas  burners.  I  be- 
lieve each  burner  in  the  consumption  of  oxygen  rep- 
resents eight  persons,  so  that  we  virtually  have,  with 
the  members,  attendants  and  visitors,  more  than  five 
hundred  people  in  this  room  breathing  the  vitiated 
atmosphere.  The  only  relief  that  we  have  comes 
from  the  halls,  which  are  just  as  bad.  There 
is  not  a  particle  of  fresh  air  that  comes  from 
outside  into  the  building,  except  when  the 
doors  and  hallwajs  happen  to  be  open.  It  may 
be  expensive  to  ventilate  this  room  properly  in 
consequence  of  the  mass  of  iron  and  stone  in 
the  floors  and  ceilings.  But  yet  they  can  be  per- 
forated, and  if  not,  pipes  can  be  carried  along  the 
floors,  and  as  we  have  an  engine  in  the  cellar  we  can 
force  fresh  air  into  the  room.  All  we  want  is  a  dis- 
position to  do  something.  I  hope  the  order  will  pass. 

The  ord  er  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

PUBLIC    INSTRUCTION. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction: 

Report  on  request  of  School  Committee  for  addi- 
tional accommodations  for  grammar  scholars  in  the 
Dillaway  District,  recommending  the  passage  of  an 
order —That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be 
authorized  to  provide  additional  accommodations  for 
grammar  scholars  in  the  Dillaway  District.  Oldtr 
passed.    Sent  down. 

ReDort  in  favor  of  granting  the  request   of    th 
School  Committees  that  the  ballots  for  members  of 
that  boaro.  be  cast  separate   from  those  for  other 
municipal  officers.    Accepted. 

Report  on  request  of  School  Committee,  recom- 
mending the  passage  of  an  order,  that  the  Committee 
on  Public  Instruction  be  authorized  to  purchase,  as 
a  site  for  a  new  building  for  the  Dillaway  school,  a 
lot  of  land  situated  on  Kenilworth street,  containing 
20,025  feet,  more  or  less,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
$28,000. 

A  minority  report  signed  by  Councilman  Williams 
dissents  from  the  foregoing  conclusion,  he  being  of 
the  opinion  that  there  is  already  sufficient  school  ac- 
commodations in  tl  e  district  referred  to,  provided 
the  School  Committee  would  make  the  arrange- 
ments proposed  when  the  erection  of  tne  new  High 
schoolhouse  was  asked  for. 

Alderman  Tucker— The  minority  report  is  based 
upon  the  belief  that  the  Roxbury  High  School  should 
be  abolished,  and  the  scholars  sent  io  the  new  Eng- 
lish High  and  Latin  School  on  Warren  avenue.  This 
order  of  the  committee  is  to  give  a  uew  girls'  school 
for  the  Dillaway  District,  of  which  Miss  Baker  is 
principal.  The  ODly  objection  Dr.  Williams  has,  is 
that  we  should  abolish  the  Roxbury  High  School, 
and  then  we  should  have  all  the  accommodations  we 
need.  That  is  not  within  the  power  of  this  board. 
I  merely  wanted  to  make  this  explanation. 

Alderman  Curtis — It  does  seem  to  be  a  great  ex- 
penditure of  money  for  another  schoolhouse,  when 
if  that  High  chool  was  where  it  should  be  we  should 
have  plenty  of  room.  Why  that  School  Committee 
will  hold  back  and  not  send  that  school  where  it  be- 
longs, is  a  mystery  to  me.  This  is  to  buy  another 
piece  of  land,  and  build  another  schoolhouse  on  that 
hill,  when  we  have  so  much  vacant  school  room,  and 
the  High  school  is  so  near.  But  I  suppose  we  are 
obliged  to  submit.  It  is  beyond  my  calculation  what 
our  School  Committee  is  thinking  about.  I  should 
hone  the  order  might  lay  over  so  that  we  might  have 
.  a    u  ortunity  to  come  to  some  conclusion  and  fix 

->  t"  s-jtnething  else. 

Alderman  Tucker— It  is  no  use  to  talk;  we  have 
got  to  provide  the  accommodations  for  that  school. 
The  School  Committee  have  decided  that  thoy  will 
continue  the  Roxbury  High  School.  This  is  a  Gram- 
mer  School,  and  we  are  obliged  to  provide  accommo- 
dations for  it.  The  Dillawav  Schooljis  very  much 
overcrowded  to-day,  and  has  been  for  some  time. 

Alderman  Viles— That  is  an  order  of  considerable 
importance,  and  I  hardly  know  how  to  vote  upon  it 
to-day. 

'  On  motion  of  Alderman  Tucker  the  order  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Finance  Committee. 

CLAIMS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 


Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  upon  the  following 
petitions:  Sxmuel  L.  George  to  be  compensated  for 
injuries  to  his  horse  received  while  aiding  the  Fire 
Department  March  6, 1881.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  and  order  'hat  the  City  Treasurer  be  au- 
thorized to  pay  to  Smith  &  Englee  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  from  the  revenue  received  from  liquor 
licenses.    Order  passed. 

TAXES. 
Alderman  Breck  submitted  a  reportfrom  theCotn- 
mittee  on  Assessors'  Department  of  leave  to  with- 
draw upon  the  petition  of  Patrick  D.  Murphy  for 
the  refunding  of  a  tax  paid  upon  an  estate  situated 
on  Hyde  street  and  Washington  avenue.  Accepted. 
Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 
Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses,  as  follows: 
Minors'  Applications  Granted— 11  newsboys- 
Coach   Licei.se  Refused — John    C.   Stiles  to  run 
four  coaches  through  Charles  street  to   Boston  & 
Albany  station  ana  return,  and  Franklin  Cross  to 
run  a  passenger  wagon  from    Craigie's  bridge  to 
Scollay  square  and  return.    Accepted. 

ARNOLD  ARBORETUM. 

Alderman  Breck  presented  a  petition  of  the  Agri 
cultural  Club  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  the  Arnold 
Arboretum  Park  scheme. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  board  in  fa- 
vor of  granting  permits  to  occupy  stables  on  the 
usual  conditions,  as  follows: 

Bradley  Fertilizer  Co.,  Swett  street.  Ward  20. 

J.  C.  &  W.  A.  Haydeo,  First  street,  foot  ot  F 
street,  Ward  14. 

A..  W.  Spencer,  Columbia  street,  near  Quincy 
street,  Wara  24. 

Severally  accepted. 

ELECTION  RETURNS, 
Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  ft  llowing: 
The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  returns 
of  votes  cast  in  tne  several  wards  of  this  city  on  the 
8th  inst.  for  State  and  County  officers,  &c  ,  have  at- 
tended to  that  duty  and  report  that  the  several  re- 
turns appear  to  be  properly,  made  and  the  results  are 
correctly  recorded  in  the  City  Clerk's  office.  The 
committee  report  that  having  received  petitions  duly 
signed  and  in  the  usual  form  for  the  recount  of  the 
ballots  cast  in  the  IVth  Councillor  District,  they  re- 
examined said  ballots,  and  the  results  are  shown  in 
the  table  appended  hereto,  and  are  also  recorded  in 
the  City  Clerk's  office.  It  is  recommended  that  the 
usual  certificates  of  the  election  of  State  and  County 
officers,  and  the  votes  on  the  proposed  constitutional 
amendment,  be  signed  and  transmitted  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Commonwealth.  Petitions  in  the  usual 
form,  and  duly  signed,  have  been  received  by  the 
City  Clerk  for  the  reconnt  of  ballots  cast  for  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  General  Court  in  the  5th,  6th,  7th, 
8th,  13th,  15th.  16th,  19th,  20th,  and  22d  Districts. 
The  committee  ask,  therefore,  for  further  time  in 
which  to  report  on  the  election  of  Representatives. 
Lucius  Slade,  l 

Charles  V.  Whitten,  J  Committee. 
Cvrus  S.  Haldeman,    ) 
The  report  was  accepted. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 
Alderman  Viles  submitted  an  order  from  the 
Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the  board  to 
pay  Maria  B.  Bodge  $>85  for  laud  taken,  &e.,  by 
extension  of'Broadway  from  Albany  to  Washington 
street.    Passed. 

CITV    BUILDING   ON  THE  BACK  BAY. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Special  Committee,  consisting  of  the  Joint  Commit- 
tees on  Police  and  Fire  Departments,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  order  for  the  purchase  of  land  at 
the  corner  of  Boylaton  and  Hereford  streets,  rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  the  order  recommitted 
to  them,  viz.: 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  borrow  under  the  ditectiou  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  and  at  such  a  rate  of  interest  as 
they  shall  determine,  tae  sum  of  .$81,000,  the  same  to 
constitute  a  special  appropriation  for  the  purchase 
of  land  for  city  building  on  Boylston  and  Hereford 
streets,  the  certificates  of  debt  issued  under  this  au- 
thority to  be  made  payable  Nov.  1st,  1882,  from  the 
taxes  of  1882-83. 

The  order  was  passed.    Yeas  10,  nays  0. 

Sent  down. 

The  order  to  purchase  41,661  square  feet  of  land  of 
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G.  W.  T.  Braman  and  others,  (or  the  above  site,  was 
passed.    Sent  down. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  and  order  for  a  hearing  on  Dec.  5th  at  4  P. 
M.,  on  the  petition  of  the  Sooth  Boston  Railroad 
Company  for  a  location  on  A  street  and  Cross  street. 
Order  passed. 

Orders  granting  permission  to  the  Boston  &  Maine 
Railroad  Co.  to  remove  the  pavement  sidewalk  on 
the  northerly  side  of  Canal  street,  between  Travers 
and  Causeway  streets, and  substitute  therefor  a  drive- 
way of  large  granite  from  North  river  flagging 
stones,  the  work  to  be  done  under  the  direction  of 
ana  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  and  authorizing  the  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road Co.  to  do  the  same  on  the  northerly  side  of  Al- 
bany street,  between  Beach  and  Kneeland  streets. 
Orders  passed. 

Order  to  lay  a  plank  walk  on  Washington  street, 
row  Columbia  street  to  the  Mt.  Bowdoin  station,  on 
the  New  York  &  New  England  railroad,  at  a  cost  of 
$200.    Order  passed. 

Order  for  a  brick  sidewalk  in  front  of  estate  of  J. 
L.  Ihorndike,  181  Marlborough  street.    Passed. 


Report  and  order  to  grade  and  macadamize  West 
Newton  street,  from  Huntington  avenue  to  the  bridge 
over  the  Boston  &  Providence  railroad,  to  furnish 
and  set  edgestones  and  pave  the  gutters  on  the  south- 
erly side  of  the  street.    Passed. 

TELEGRAPH    LOCATIONS. 

Ou  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis  the  order  to  allow 
the  American  Rapid  Telegraph  Company  to  erect 
poles  in  certain  streets  in  Roxbury  and  Brighton  was 
taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Curtis — As  a  general  thing  I  object  to 
putting  up  these  poles  in  the  street,  but  1  have  had  a 
long  consultation  with  the  parties  to-day,  and  it 
seems  they  are  doing  all  they  can  to  dispense  with 
these  poles  and  put  the  wires  under  ground.  After 
talking  with  them  I  have  decided  not  to  oppose  this 
order.    The  order  was  passed. 

PUBLIC  PARKS. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley,  the  orders  for 
loans  of  .$200,000  and  $300,000,  respectively,  for  the 
Muddy-river  improvement  and  Charles  -  river  em- 
bankment (City  Doc.  124),  were  taken  from  the  table 
and  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting,  at  5 
o'clock. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Special  Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. 

NOVEMBER    17,    1881. 


Special  meeting  at  liy2  A.M.,  called  by  the  Mayor, 
Alderman  Woolley,  senior  member,  presiding. 
Called  to  order  at  12.10  P.  M.,  a  quorum  present. 

THE  STATE  ELECTION. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  od  Election  Returns  respectfully 
submit  tbeir  final  report:  In  accordance  with  peti- 
tions duly  signed  and  tiled  they  examined  the  ballots 
cast  in  the  following  ward  precincts  for  Representa- 
tives to  the  General  Court,  viz.: 

In  Ward  5  tbey  counted  the  ballots  cast  for  Samuel 
T.  Harris  and  E.  Gerry  Brown. 

In  Ward  6  for  Michael  P.  Brennan. 

In  Wards  7,  8, 15,  16, 19,  20  and  22  ail  the  ballots 
for  Representatives  were  counted. 

In  Ward  13  the  ballots  for  Thomas  H.  Devlin  and 
Dennis  F.  Brennan  wera  counted. 

No  changes  in  the  general  results  were  made  by 
these  recounts  except  in  Ward  13,  where  it  appears 
that  Baid  Brennan  was  elected,  and  not  said  Devlin 
as  returned  by  the  Precinct  officers. 

The  results  of  said  recounts  are  exhibited  in  the 
table  hereto  annexed.  The  results  in  the  other  dis- 
tricts appear  to  be  correctly  recorded  in  the  City 
Cl«rk's  office,  and  it  appears  that  the  following  per- 
sons having  a  plurality  of  votes,  have  been  chosjn 
Representatives  from  the  respective  districts  to  the 
next  Legislature,  viz: 

District   1— William  J.  Burke,  Joseph  P.Hamlin. 

District   2— Samuel  C.  Hunt,  James  White. 

District   4 — Edwin  L.  Pillsbury. 

District   5 — John  Reade,  Samuel  T.  Harris. 

District   6— Thomas  McCullough,  John  B.  Sheerin. 

District    7— Alex.  B.  McGahey,  Hugh  A.  Carr. 

Distiict   8— John  E.  McNelley,  Cbas.  W.  Smith. 

District   9— John  F.  Andrew,  Henry  W.  Swift. 

District  10 — Henry  U.  Sprague,  Charles    Wheeler. 

District  11— Roger  Wolcott,  John  W.  Leighton. 

District  12— Patrick  F.  McDonald,  Jeremiah  H. 
Mullane. 

District  13— Cornelius  F.  Cronin,  Deanis  F.  Bren- 
nan. 

District  14 — Clias.  J.  Noyes,  Arthur  H.  Wilson. 

District  15 — Henry  C.  Towle,  Oliv  r  G.  Feruald. 

District  16— Joseph  H.  O'Neil,  Abraham  J.  Lamb. 

District  17 — Jesse  L.  Nason,  Edmund  T.  Eastman. 

District  18 — Edward  P.  Brown,  Geo.  E.  Learnard. 

District  19— Thomas  Fay,  Jr.,  Patrick  H.  Man- 
ning. 

District  20— Horace  T.  Rockwell,  Arthur  F. 
Means. 

District  21 — Benj.  C.  Tinkham, Andrew  J.  Browne. 

District  22— Alfred  Zeigler. 

District  23— Levi  L.  Witlcutt,  Edward  P.  Butler. 

District  24— George  L.  Burt,  Robert  T.  Swan. 

District  25— John  W.  Hollis. 

The  committee  recommend  that  tbe  City   Clerk 

notify  the  above  persons  of  tbeir  election. 

For  the  committee, 

Chas.  V.  Whitten, 

C  S.  Haldeman. 

Ward  Five. 

, Precincts. s 

12  3  4    Totals. 

KamnelT   Harris        *W.  102      178      157       162  599 

oamuei  i.  Harris....  }K102     m     168     lg7        g05 

Samuel  B.  Harris....  }w;     \     —       J|       g  3| 

E  Gerrv  Brown         i  W.  171      191      129        95         586 
fc.  oeii)  llrown (K.  171      191      128        93         583 

Hard  Six. 

12  3  4 

M    P   Brennan  1  W .    24        53         31       ....  108 

M.  1 .  lirennan, }R      24       5g        g2        4-         lg4 

Ward  Seven. 

12  3  4 

A  B  McGahev  iW-    9(i      200        81      106         483 

a.  B.  Mcuane> ^  R      gg      lflg        g0     1Q4         47g 

Hn«h  A    Carr  4  w-    98      166         *5        78  387 

uugnA.  carr }R      9g     lg8       4g       5?        gg7 

Tohn  nnhPrtv  >  W"    98      14°         66         *2  345 

Johnuoherty '(R      97     148       67       g7        ggg 


Ward  Seven, 

12  3  4 

™~ fg-  6677  i0°66  n  n  §s 

CbarlesTayior J  £■    Jf     ;•;;      Jgg       §°  jg 

N   IT  W-ilker               J  W.    17           2       103         28  150 

J..U.  Walker jR      x7          2      10g        2g  1SQ 

AH  others {I'    ;;            •         |       ;;  | 

Ward  Eight. 

12  3  4 

John  E  McNellev      iw-    41      154       78      193  466 

jonnE,.Me«euey...-jE      43     154       79     193  4gg 

Charles  W   Smirn     I w-  17fi        95      U1        7y  *61 

cnanes  w.  bmun..^E    170     100     m       80  4gl 

Matthew  Tlnlan           3  W.  167         83         87       102  43» 

Matthew  Dolan |R    168        g9        86      1Qg  ^g 

Thomas  C    Butler     I W-     51      170         63      164  *38 

inomas  c.  Butiei..|K      65     m       63     164  444 

All  others                    i W 6           1  7 

All  others |E       5          2          6          1  14 

Ward  Thirteen. 

12        3        4        5 

Thomas  H   Devlin     I W.  180   163   141    114     91  689 

inomas  n.uevnn..|R   108  162  ]39  113    92  gl4 

Dennis  F   Brennan    i W-    51   139    US      96   141  5i0 

Dennis  t.  Brennan.  }  R   12g  140  121     95  UQ  elg 

Ward  Fifteen. 

12  3  4 

Oliver  ti   Fernald       I W.  309      144      111      139  703 

Olivers.  Sernald...  |  R    3(lg      146      m      lgg  7Qg 

Henrv  C   Tnwle           i W-  293         87       112      154  646 

Henry  c.  lowie |R    g05        g?      112      153  657 

fienrWW    Bail          i W-    57      228      142      139  566 

George  w.  nan |R      57     229     142     lg(.  5g4 

Prank  A    Olann          I  W-    67      231       161       183  632 

rrauu  A.  ciapp |R      g7     2gl     15g     lg4  627 

Ward  Sixteen. 

AhrahamJ.Lamb..{W.l||     l|     &       |  678 

JosephH.O'Keil....{l^1|     }«      |1B      ^9  675 

GeorueE  Filkins      i  W.  180      126        63      173-  542 

oeorgeii.  riiKms...  < ,{    lgg     126       e2     17g  544 

William  Parkman      JW.  155      117        49      148  649 

William  raiKman..jR    lg0     1]7       47     lgg  477 

bothers {£■■-          %         |          «  .... 

Ward  Nineteen. 

1.         2.         3.         4. 

Pat'kH   Manninir      i  W.  272      190      146      169  777 

ratl£H.Maiiiiing,..jR>272      19Q      147      lgg  ?7g 

Thomas    Fav   Tr        i  W.  266      137      166      181  760 

inomas   *ay,  Jr....  j  R    2gs     13g     lgg     lg2  7g4 

lames  H  Nimenr      i w- 107      210      201      m  G29 

James  a.  jn ugent. . . -j  R    10g     21Q     2Q2     nl  ggl 

Charles  A   Raixv       I W-    48      137      1G8        79  432 

cnanes  A.  jiairy...^R      47     lg7     lgg       8Q  4g2 

Ward  Twenty. 

12        3        4        5 

H  T  Rockwell        lW-    92    12e    135    3*°    240  933 

a.i.Koc«reu....jEi     92    128    lg5    2g9    24Q  9g5 

Arthur  F  Means     J  W.  100    117      97    311    233  863 

Annum. means.. -{R_   100    119      95    gl0    217  g41 

Tim'vA   Murnhv    >W.  194    133     115       41       83  566 

iimyA.Murpny..}E    194    lgg    u5      41      g3  5g6 

r    Foster  Morse       {W.  190    153     177     112     128  760 

L.  roster  Morse...  }E    190    )54    17g    1Qg    12g  ?59 

Ward  Twenty-two. 

Alfred  Zteeler              I  W-               133      1°6      155  394 

Amea^iegier |R               13g     10g     16g  3g4 

M  W  Costello           iw-             137      142      110  390 

M.  w.costeuo (E              137     142     110  3gg 

THE  SPECIAL  ELECTION  IN  WAKD  FOUK. 
Alderman  Whitten  presented  the  following: 
At  the  request  of  ths  City  Clerk  the  undersigned, 
from  the  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  re- 
turns of  votes  cast  for  State  officers,  have  also  exam- 
ined the  returns  of  votes  cast  on  the  12th  instant  in 
Ward  4  for  a  member  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil in  place  of  Andrew  J.  Bailey,  resigned, 
and    they    find    that     said     returns    are    properly 

made  and    the    result    correctly  recorded    in  the 

City  Clerk's  office,  from  which  it  appears  tint 
Samuel  J.  Harri'on  having  a  plurality  of  votes  is  ac- 
cordingly elected,  and  it  is  recommended  that  he  be 
notified  thereof  by  the  City  Clerk. 

For  the  Committee, 

Chas.  V.  Whitten, 
C.  S.  Haldemann. 
Accepted. 

PETITION  FOB  STEAM  ENGINE. 

A  petition  was  received  from  B.  F.  Nichols  for 
leave  to  locate  and  use  a  steam  engine  of  3-horse 

power  at  53  Milk  street.  An  order  of  notice  was 
oassed  for  a  hearing  thereon  on  Dec.  5t-h,  1881. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Viles. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council. 
NOVEMBER   17,    1881. 


Regular  meeting.  Charles  E  Pratt,  President,  in 
the  chair 

Called  to  order  at  7.45  P.  M.,  when  it  appeared  that 
a.  quorum  was  present. 

The  President  announced  his  own  resignation  from 
the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  appointed  Mr. 
Huntress,  of  Ward  11,  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  President  appointed  Mr.  Wakefield,  of  Ward 
23,  to  fill  the  vacancy  on  the  Committee  on  Joint 
Rules  and  Orders,  and  Mr.  Boyle,  of  Ward  8,  to  fill 
the  vacancy  on  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction. 

Mr  Dudley,  of  Ward  4,  presented  a  certificate  of 
the  election  of  Samuel  J.  Harrison  from  Ward  4,  in 
place  of  Andrew  J.  Bailey,  resigned. 

.Mr.  Dudley  was  appointed  a  special  committee  to 
conduct  Mr.  Harrison  to  the  Citv  Clerk  to  be  quali- 
fied, which  be  did,  and  Mr.  Harrison  was  admitted 
to  a  seat  at  the  board. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Communication  from  the  Massachusetts  Agricul- 
tural Club  in  favor  of  the  taking  of  Arnold  Arbore- 
tum. Referred  to  Special  Committee  on  Arnold 
Arboretum. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following  pe- 
titinns: 

Samuel  L.  George,  to  be  paid  for  injuries  to  his 
hur.-e  while  aiding  the  Fire  Department. 

Patrick  D.  Murphy,  guardian,  that  certain  taxes 
be  refunded  him. 

Severally  accepted. 

Report  and  order  to  pay  Smith  &  Engle  one  hun- 
dred dollars  from  the  revenue  from  liquor  licenses, 
the  said  amount  being  paid  by  mistake.  Order  passed 
in  concurrence,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on 
motion  of  Mr-.  Lauten,  ol  ward  14. 

Report  ana  order  to  provide  additional  accommo- 
dations for  grammar  scholars  in  the  Dudley  district. 
Report  accepted,  and  on  notion  of  Mr.  Hart,  of 
Ward  18,  the  order  was  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Orders  that  immediate  action  be  taken  towards 
developing  the  full  capacity  of  Sudbury-river  water 
supply;  to  cleanse  tbe  present  wafer  storage-basins 
and  remove  all  material  that  tenus  to  pollute  the 
water;  and  for  tbe  Mayor  co  petition  the  legislature 
for  such  legislation  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent 
tbe  pollution  ol  the  water  supply. 

Severally  passed  over  as  among  debatable  matters, 
at  tbe  request,  of  Mr.  Greenough,  of  Ward  9. 

Report  recommending,  and  passage  of  the  orders 
relating  to,  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  a  police  staiiou 
and  engine-house  on  Boylston  and  Hereford  streets, 
and  for  a  loan  of  $84,000  therefor. 

Mr.  Gove  moved  to  si  eeially  assign  further  con- 
sideration of  the  matter  to  the  i.ext  meeting  at  eight 
o'clock,  for  the  reason  that  be  had  been  informed 
that  laud  better  situated  for  the  purpose  ~ould  be 
had  in  a  different  locality  at  a  lower  price,  and  he 
desired  time  to  investigate. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18— We  have  had  this  matter  be- 
fore the  Finance  Committee,  who  reported  favorably 
upon  it.  Then  it  went  back  to  the  Committees  on 
Police  and  Fire  Department,  wbo  have  looked  over 
all  the  lots  on  the  Hack  Bay.  One  peculiarity  of  this 
lot  is  that  it  joins  the  railroad,  where  we  shall  have 
to  build  a  bridge,  and  i£  we  take  this  land  we  will 
get  the  site  tor  theabutments  for  nothing.  We  shall 
also  save  a  large  amount  in  grade  damages.  I  think 
it  is  the  best  thing  we  can  do,  and  as  two  committees 
have  reported  favorably  upon  it,  I  think  we  had 
better  pass  the  ordei .    I  hope  it  will  not  be  assigned 

Mr.  Gove — I  have  been  told  that  this  land  which  it  is 
proposed  to  buy  lias  been  bonded  at  on s  dollar  a 
loot,  and  the  city  is  to  pay  two  dollars  a  foot.  I  am 
alio  told,  if  I  remember  aright,  that  it  will  cost 
somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  two  dollars  to  two  dol- 
lars and  a  half  a  foot  to  fill  up  the  land  so  tbat  it  can 
1  for  a  fire  and  police  building.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  go  into  the  facts,  and  hope  it  will  go  over. 

.Mr.  Krown  of  Ward  2.'! — This  matter  has  been  be- 
fore a  special  committee,  composed  of  the  Joint  Com- 
mittees on  I- ire  and  Police  Departments.  It  was 
unanimously  voted  by  the  two  joint  committees  that 


this  location  was  better  than  any  other  one  pre- 
sented, and  the  most  economical  for  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton. But,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  ou  Fire 
Department,  1  have  no  objections  to  having  it  go 
over,  only  I  want  it  fully  understood  that  this 
matter  huS  been  carefully  looked  into  by  these  two 
committees,  and  by  tbe  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
the  three  committees  are  unanimous  in  recommend- 
ing its  adoption.  If  any  member  wants  to  look  into 
it  further,  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  allow  him  an 
opportunity. 

The  motion  to  specially  assign  was  declared  car- 
ried. Mr.  Lauten,  of  Ward  14,  doubted  the  vote. 
The  Council  was  divided,  and  the  subject  was  as- 
signed—34  for,  23  against. 

City  Solicitor. 
A  certificate  was  received  of  the  election  of  Au- 
gustus Russ  as  City  Solicitor  in  place  of  Andrew  J. 
Bailey,  elected  by  this  Council. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pray,  of  Ward  5,  amended  at  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  the  Council  proceeded 
to  ballot  in  the  same  manner  as  at  the  last  meeting, 
viz.:  The  Clerk  called  the  roll  and  as  each  member 
present  responded  he  stepped  forward  and  deposited 
his  ballot. 
The  following  were  present; 

Present— Barry,  Bartlett,  Beal,  Bigelow,  BowKer, 
Boyle,  Brimbecom,  Brown,  Child.  H.  Clapp,  H.  B. 
Clapp,  Conlin,  Counell,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Cum- 
mings,  Daly,  Dana.  Denney,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Do- 
herty,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell, 
Fisk,  Fitzpatriclc,  Folan,  Ford,  Freeman,  Gove, 
Greenough,  Harding,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Hun- 
tress, Lauten,  Lovell,  Maguire,  Mathews, McCormiek, 
J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin.  McNamara, 
Means,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Mur- 
phv,  Parkman,  Pope,  Powers,  Pratt,  Pray,  Quigley, 
Rogers,  Rosnoskv,  Smith,  Swan,  Tee'van,  Viles, 
Wakefield,  Walsh,  Welch,  Wbarton,  Wheeler,  Whit- 
more, Williams,  Harrison— 71. 
Absent— Costello — 1. 

Committee  to  Collect  and  Count  Votes— Messrs. 
Pray  of  Ward  5,  Huntress  of  AVard  11,  Gove  of  Ward 
1,  and  Smith  of  Ward  21. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 71 

Necessary  for  a  choice 36 

Oliver  .Stevens  had i 

John  F.  Colby 1    . 

W.  E.  L.  Dillaway i 

Harvey  N.  shepavd 4 

Augustus  Kuss 27 

Andrew  .1 .  Hailej .'  '37. 

Mr.  Badey  wis  elected  in  non-concurrence.  Sent 
up.  f 

The  President  proceeded  to  take  up  the  three  or- 
ders relating  to  the  water  supply  which  bad 'been 
passed  over  as  among  debatable  matters,  whereupon 
Mr.  Parker,  of  Ward  9,  raised  the  point  of  order  that 
under  the  new  rule  38  such  matters  should  not  tie  re- 
turned to  until  the  seven  orders  of  business  had  been 
gone  through  with. 

Mr.  Whitmore  supported  the  point  raised  by  Mr. 
Parkman,  and  the  President  ruled  tbe  point  well 
taken. 

PRISON  POINT  FLATS. 

Mr.  fray,  of  Ward  5,  presented  the  following 
which  ou  his  motion  was  ordered  printed  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Health; 

Office  of  the  Board  of  Health.)' 
Boston,  November  17th,  1881.     '  }  • 
To  the  Hon.  City  Council.    Respectfully  represents 

the  Hoard  of  Health. 

That  immediately  after  tbe  passage  of  Chanter 
238  of  the  Acts  of  the  Legislature  of  the  p"res- 
ent  year  relating  to  the  abatement  of  the 
nuisance  in  Prison  Point  Bay,  so  called,  the  board 
caused  a  plan  of  the  lands  embraced  within  rhe  ter- 
ritory described  by  said  act  to  be  prepared  by  the 
City  Surveyor,  upon  which  were  indicated  the  names 
of  the  owners  of  the  several  tracts  therein  contained; 
and,  acting  under  the  authority  confened  by 
Baid  act,  on  ;i-»  fourth  day  of  June  last 
it  caused  to  ,„  served  upon  the  Eastern 
Railroad  Company,  one  of  the  owners  of  sundry 
tracts  of  land  within  said  territory,  tbe  notice  and 
order  to  fill  the  flats  therein  described  a  copy  of 
which  is  hereto  annexed  marked  "A." 

That  on  the  seventh  day  of  June  last,  having 
learned  that  the  Eastern  Railroad  Company  claimed 
ownership  in  a  tract  of  flats  embraced  within  said 
territory  and  lying  northwesterly  of  the  track  of  the 
Boston  &  Lowell  Railroad,  and  before  that  sup. 
posed  to  belong  to  the  owners  of  the  upland  bor- 
dering thereon,  the  board  acting  upon  the  authority 
conferred  by  said  act  caused  to  be  served  upon  said 
Eastern  Railroad  Company,  a  notice  and   order  to 
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•fill  the  flats  therein  described,  a  copy  of  which  is 
-taereto  annexed  marked  "B." 

That  on  the  tenth  day  of  September  last  said  cor- 
poration having  failed  to  comply  with  the  orders 
'  served  upon  it  as  aforesaid,  the  tnard  caused  a  no- 
•ticctobe  served  upon  said  corporation  a  copy  of 
r  which  is  hereto  annexed  marked  "O." 
■"That  more  than  two  months  have  elapsed  since  the 
service  of  said  last  named  notice  and  yet  no  tilling 

•  whatever  has  been  done  under  the  second  notice  to 
abate  the  nuisance  upon  the  flats  therein  described, 
and  the  nuisance  still  exists.    That  while  some  tilling 

ihas  been  done  uuder  the  first  notice  before  referred 
■to,  westerly  of  Rutherford  avenue,  said  filling  has 
not  been  prosecuted  diligently,  and,  unless  an  imme- 
diate and  radical  change  is  made  in  the  rate  of  till 
ing  said  flats,  thjre  is  no  prospect  whatever  of  its 
'Joeing  completed  within  the  v  ear  allowed  by  the  orig- 
inal orders  for  filling  the  same. 

Having  exhausted  ali  authority  conferred  upon  it 
>by  said  act,  so  far  ■<  s  the  Eastern  Railroad  Company 
'•is  concerned,  by  ordering  said   corporation  to  till  the 

•  flats  belonging  to  it  within  said  territory  as  before  de- 
' scribed,  and  said  corporation  having  failed  to  com- 
>  ply  with  said  orders,  the  board  feels  it  incumbent  up- 
on it  to  report  the  facts  to  the  City  Council  for  its  in- 
formation and  action  in  the  premises. 

Respectfully, 
Saml.  JH.  Durgin,  Chairman. 
THE  NOMINATION  OF  CITY  SOLICITOR. 
''  'Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  presented  the  follow- 
ing, which  was  ordered  printed  in  the  minutes  and 
!  placed  on  file: 

In  compliance  with  tie  order  of  Oct.  27, 1881,  of 
■this  Council,  the  Clerk  of  Committees  transmitted  a 
cooy  ot  the  records  ot  the  Committee  on  Ordinances 
of  Oct.  24  and  27,  1881. 

•  'Following  are  the  portions  relating  to  City  So- 
'.licitor: 

"Ordinances  Oct,  24, 1881. 
"Alderman  Tucker  absent. 

"Resignation  of  E.  P.  Nettleton,  City  Solicitor. 
'■Voted,  To  recommend  that  the  resignation  be  ac- 
cepted. 

"The  committee  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a 
candidate  for  City  Solicitor,  with  the  following 
result : 

"Informal. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 7 

■  Hecessary  for  a  choice 4 

First.        Second. 

VH.  N.  Shepard 3  5 

A.J.Bailey 2  1 

H.W.Putnam 1 

"  L.  Dabne\ 1 

'Joseph  Bennett 1 

Formal. 

First.    Second.    Third. 

i       '  H.  K.  Shepard 5  4  5 

A.J.  Bailey 2  12 

•H.W.Putnam 1 

,        Caleb  Blodgett 1 

"Mr.  Harvey  N.  Shepard  was  declared  the  nominee. 
Messrs.  Breekaod  WhHmore  stated  their  intention 
of  presenting  a  minority  report  in  favor  of  Auurew 
J.  Bailey. 

"Voted,  That  the  reports  be  presented  to  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  that  the  clerk  wait  on  Alderman 
Tucker  and  ascertain  what  preference  he  would 
have  regaming  the  nomination. 

"Voted,  That  the  clerk  be  authorized  to  subscribe 
the  members'  names  t )  the  report. 
,    "Adjourned. 

"Ordinances,  October  27, 18S1. 
,rAll  present. 
i    "The  records  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and 
amended  by  adding,  that,  on  mation,  the  fifth  ballot 
was  declared  to  be  a  formal  ballot. 
..    "Mr.  Pratt  made  a  personal  explanation  1'egardiug 
the  proceedings  of  the  last  m3eting  of  tie  commit- 
tee, and  read  the  following  letter: 
"  '(Copy.) 
The  Pope  Manufacturing  Co.,1 
f^aw  Department, 
(  Charles  E.  Pratt,  Attorney  and  Counselor, 
597  Washington  street, 

Boston,  Ma»s.,  25  October,  1881. 
Messrs.  T.  R.  Mathews,  Jesse  M.  Gove,  N.  G.  Suiith 

and  John  E  Bowker. 
■.'•  Gentlemen,— Replying  at  once  to  your  inquiry  of 
•this  date,  received  bv  hand  of  Mr.  Osborne,  I  have 
to  say  that  I  did  not  sign,  or  authorize  any  one 
to  sign  for  ine,  the  report  referred  to,  nor  did 
■i:  intend  to  sign  it;  and  there  was  no  vote  or 
agreement  in  committee  when  I  was  present,  or 
of  which  I  had  any  knowledge,  that  the  clerk  should 


append  names.  I  saw  it  stated  that  I  had  signed  it  in 
a  morning  paper,  and  went  to  City  Hall  and  com- 
plain' d  to  Mr.  Lee,  and  stated  to  him  and  to  several 
others  there,  substantially  as  I  have  above,  He 
thinks  Mr.  Hillard  did  as  usual.  If  he  did  it  is  a  poor 
way.  How  did  he  know  which  report  to  put  my 
name  to?  I  do  not  wonder  that  Mr.  Suiith  inquires, 
for  1  stated  to  him  yesterday  that  I  should  not 
sign  a  report  for  either  Mr.  Bailey  or  Mr.  Shepard, 
and  this  forenoon  wrote  him  a  letter  in  explanation. 
Your  very  truly, 

Charles  E.  Pratt.' 

"Mr.  Pratt  desired  it  put  on  record  that  he  was  ab- 
sent when  the  vote  was  passed  authorizing  the  clerk 
to  subscribe  the  names  of  members  to  tne  reports 
nominating  a  City  Solicitor." 

THE  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  move  a  suspension 
of  the  rule,  that  1  may  offer  an  order.  I  expected 
to  do  so  after  speaking  to  the  orders  which  came 
from  the  other  branch,  and  offer  it  as  a  substitute. 
Since  the  President  has  ruled  that  he  must  go 
through  the  other  proceedings  of  the  eveniug  before 
orders  coming  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen  can  be 
taken  up,  I  should  like  to  offer  one  because  it  is  very 
important,  and  I  think  the  Council  will  pass  it  with- 
out debate.  In  fact  £  have  two  orders  here.  The 
one  I  wish  to  have  passed  is  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Water  Board  be  authorized  to 
expend  tbe  unexpired  balance  of  $55,000  made  for 
the  purchase  of  land  for  a  new  basin,  for  tbe  pur- 
pose of  purchasing  such  land  or  water  rights  within 
the  basin  of  the  Sudbury  river  as  it  may  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Greenough— There  is  an  unexpended  balance 
in  that  appropriation.  The  order  is  offered  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  City  Engineer,  after  consultation 
with  him  this  afternoon.  He  cunsiders  it  to  be  of 
very  great  importance  that  this  should  be  put  through 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  I  do  not  wish  to 
state  to  this  Council  what  use  is  to  be  made  of  the 
money,  only  that  our  water  supply,  besides  its  "at- 
tractive" taste,  has  also  the  disqualification  of  short- 
ness in  quantity.  We  have  only  about  twenty  days' 
supply  without  pumping.  If  we  commence  pumping 
Lake  Cochituate  we  wid  be  short.  Tbe  use  to  be 
made  of  a  part  of  this  money  will  be  to  buy  water  on 
that  route.  I  trust  the  Council  will  pass  the  order  on 
the  say-so  on  tbe  engineer'. 

The  rule  was  suspended.  Mr.  Greenough  of- 
fered the  order,  and  it  was  put  upon  its  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  Devlin  asked  if  it  cime  from  the  C  mimittee 
on  Water,  and  Mr.  Greenough  said  it  di  i  not. 

Mr.  Devlin — The  spending  of  so  much  money  is  a 
subject  worthy  of  careful  consideration.  The  com- 
mittee should  look  it  over  before  we  pass  it.  I  move 
to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Water. 

Mr.  Gieenough — It  is  very  obvious  that  this  mat- 
ter, in  the  natural  course  of  events  should  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Water.  If  this  were  early  in  the  year 
C  should  say  it  should  be  referred.  If  any  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Water  should  ask  that  it  be  re- 
ferred, I  think  he  would  be  entitled  to  have  it  so  re- 
ferred. But  if  the  other  members  of  the  committee 
do  not  wish  to  have  it  referred,  I  think  the  outsiders 
should  waive  any  desire  ou  that  point. 

Mr.  Devlin — I  have  served  three  years  on  theCoiu- 
mittee  on  Water,  to  kuow  a  little"  something  hew 
things  are  done  in  that  department.  It  will  be  for 
the  interests  of  the  city,  I  think,  to  have  that  order 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Water,  so  that  we 
might  hold  the  committee  responsible  for  its  action. 
It  is  something  unusual  for  one  member  of  a  com- 
mittee to  come  in  and  offer  an  order  to  spend  tweo- 
ty-Uve  or  forty  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — I  hope  it  will  not  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Water,  especially  as  I  am  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee,  and  as  I  stated  some  months 
ago,  this  matter  is  left  to  one  member  of  the  commit- 
tee and  he  should  attend  to  it.  Although  we  might 
have  a  meeting  next  week,  as  long  as  the  City  En- 
gineer asks  us  to  do  it,  I  claim  we  better  do  it  so,  as 
we  cannot  shrink  from  it.  It  is  a  little  late  to 
come  up  and  tell  us  we  have  only  got  a  supply  for 
thirty  days.  Our  City  Engineer  six  months  ago 
stated  there  was  plenty  of  water,  and  now  we  hear 
the  report  that  all  we  have  is  a  thirty  days' supply. 
This  is  something  new.  The  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee claims  it  ought  to  pass  to-night,  and  I  hope 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  will  withdraw  his  ob- 
jection and  let  the  order  pass. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost.  The  order  was 
passed  to  a  second  reading,  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Greenough  the  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order 
was  passed.  Mr,  Greenough  moved  to  reconside. 
Lost.    Sent  u,i. 


N OVEMBEE     1 


18  8  1 


750 


COMMON     COUNCIL     CONTINGENT    FUND     EXPENDI- 
TUKES. 

Mr.  Freeman,  of  Ward  10,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

The  Committee  on  Accounts  on  the  part  of  the 
•Common  Council,  in  compliance  with  an  order  of 
that  body  Nov.  10th,  1881,  instructing  them  to  report 
oa  the  financial  condition  of  the  contingent  fund  of 
the  Common  Council,  and  to  give  the  vouchers  for 
the  expenditures  thereof,  beg  leave  to  present  the 
fcUowing  statement  showing  the  annual  appropria- 
tion lor  such  tunc',  the  transfers  thereto,  and  the 
disbursements  od  account  ttereof,  together  with  cop- 
ies of  all  the  vouchers,  from  which  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  rotal  amount  expended  nas  been 
$4010.50,  ana  the  balance  unexpended  is  $1783.44. 
In  submitting  their  rtport  the  committee  feel 
it  their  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Couu 
cil  to  the  unusually  large  expenditures  of  this 
financial  year,  being'  larger  than  the  total  for  any 
financial  >ear  in  the  last  ten  years,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  following  table: 

1871-2 #2,685  70  1870-7 #3.027  35 

1872-3 3.424  00  1877-8 2.153  03 

1873-4 2,744  70|l878  » 2.457  50 

1871-5 3,388  54'1879-80 3.030  70 

18750 3,323  50|l881 4,120  83 

A  careful  examination  of  the  accounts  b»rnwith 
presented  shows  that  the  appropriation  of  $3900  for 
the  financial  year  ending  April  30th,  1882,  w  s  ex- 
pended during-  the  first  fivs-  months,  while  of  the 
S2500  trap-fcrrcd  Sept.  30th,  1881,  lrom  the  reserved 
fund,  there  is  remaining  only  the  eutu  above  men- 
tioned, viz.,  $1783  44.  Since  the  commencement  of  the 
financial  year  beginning  May  1st,  1881,  there  has  been 
expended  for  refreshments  'furnished  to  members  of 
the  Council,  and  to  the  messengers,  not  chargeable 
to  any  committee,  and  exclusive  of  the  lunches  pro- 
vided in  the  Council  C  amber  at  late  sessions,  the 
sum  of  $1373.85.  Such  unwarranted  extravagance 
cannot  tail  to  bring  disgrace  and  censure  on  the 
Council,  and  the  comruit'ee  earnestly  desire  to  im- 
press on  the  minds  of  the  members  the  necessity  of 
the  most  strict  economy  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year,  otherwise  the  balance  on  hand  will  not  he  suf- 
ficient and  will  have  to  be  increased  by  a  further 
transfer  from  the  reserved  lund. 
For  the  Committee. 

James  G.  Freeman. 

A  DISPUTED  AWARD. 

The  following  was  received: 

Boston  Police  Commissioners,! 
7  Fcmberton  square, 

Boston,  Nov.  17,  1881.     ) 
To  the  Honorable  City  Council  of  the  Ci'y  of  Boston. 

Respectfully  represents  the  Board  or  Police  Com- 
missioners of  said  ^i'v: 

That  on  the  eleventh  day  of  November,  A.  1>.  1880, 
the  house  of  George  H.  Norman,  No.  340  Beacon 
street,  was  entered,  and  a  large  amount  of  valuable 
property  was  stolen  therefrom. 

Notice  was  given  to  the  Superintendent  of  Police, 
and,  at  the  reque-t  of  Mr.  Norman,  the  annexed  cir- 
cular, marked  "A,"  was  issued  and  distiibutcd 
throughout  the  eountrj,  and  copies  sent  to  the  sev- 
eral Police  Departments  of  all  the  large  cities. 

A  clue  was  subsequently  obtained  to  the  thieves. 
some  of  thi  property  found,  and  one  of  the  thieves 
found  to  bavt  been  murder*"'  by  his  confederate. 

Notice  was  sent  to  Mr.  Norman  and,  as  was  sup- 
posed with  his  assent,  the  circular  marked  "B"  offer- 
ine  a  reward  of  one  thousand  ($1000)  dollars  for  the 
arrest  of  the  burelar  and  murderer  was  issued. 

The  result  of  the  circular  was  the  arrest  ot  David 
Mooney  by  the  Albany  police  authorities,  his  convic- 
tion of  murder  in  the  second  degree  and  his  sentence 
to  the  State's  prison  for  lire. 

The  Albany  oolicc  department  has  ma'e  a  demand 
upon  Superintendent  Samuel  G.  Adams  for  the  re- 
ward. The  matter  was  referred  bv  this  h-ard  to 
Mr.  Norman's  counsel,  who  communicated  with 
Norman.  His  reply  was  that  a  mi-take  had  been 
made  in  offering  the  second  reward  and  declines  to 
pay,  but  does  offer  to  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
dollars  upon  certain  conditions.  The  Boa-d  of 
Police  Commissioners  feel  that  the  Citv  of  Boston 
is  bound  in  honor  to  pay  this  sum  offered 
by  the  Superintendent  of  Police,  ana  ascertaining 
unon  consultation  with  the  law  officer  of  the  City 
of  Bosfm  that  they  have  no  authority  to  pay  said 
mm  from  the  appropriation  for  the  Police  Depart- 
ment, they  respectfully  request  that  said  sum  be  paid 
from  the  City  Treasury. 

For  the  Board  of  Po'ice  Commissioners, 

F.  J.  Goldtuwait,  Clerk. 

Referred  to  the  Joiut  Committee  ou  Claims. 


BUILDING   PERMITS. 

Mr.  Whitinore,  of  Ward  12,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  several  orders  and  ordin- 
ances relative  to  building  permits,  having  considered 
the  subject,  beg  leave  to  report  as  fodows:The 
question  having  been  raised  as  to  the  power  of  the 
City  Council  to  grant  permission  of  building  ou- 
trary  to  the  provisions  of  the  buildings  ordinance 
unless  such  permission  is  granted  iu  the  form  of  an 
ordinance,  tbe  committee  consulted  with  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel  on  the  subject. 

"By  joint  rule  14  the  President  of  the  Common 
Council  would  be  obliaed  to  refuse  to  entertain  an 
order  which  would  have  the  effect,  if  passed,  amend- 
ing, superceding  or  repealing  an  ordinance.  It 
would  be  fully  competent  for  the  Common  Coun- 
cil to  overrule  the  President  and  direct  him  to  put  a 
motion  to  that  effect.  An  ordinance  stauaiug  in 
that  form  in  the  book  of  orninances  would  be  pre- 
sumably a  legal  ordinance.  A  joiut  rule  of  the  City 
Couucil  does  not  differ  in  effect  from  a  rule  made  by 
either  branch  thereof,  in  so  far  that  either  body  can- 
not enforce  it  upon  the  otaer.  Consequently  when 
a  legal  order  is  passed  by  one  branch  in  defiance  of  a 
joint  rule,  the  other  branch  cannot  reject  it  on  (hat 
ground." 

The  committee  consider  that  it  would  be  very  un- 
desirable to  pass  the  orders  in  question  in  the  form 
of  ordinances,  because  tbey  would  have  to  be  pub- 
lished in  tne  daily  papers  and  afterwards  have  to  be 
printed  in  the  edition  ot  ordinances  for  the  current 
year.  They  therfore  recommend  sections  23  to  30 
inclu-ive  of  the  ordinance  relating  to  buildings, 
printed  upon  pages  138,  139,  110,  141, 142  and  143 
of  the  edition  of  statutes  and  ordinances  tor  1870, 
together  with  such  ainenc  incuts  as  have  been  made 
to  those  sections  since  tbe  said  edition  was  pub- 
lished, be  repea'ed,  and  thstau  o'Jer  be  passe  i  em- 
boching  the  same  regulations.  Tiie  orders  granting 
permits  can  then  be  passed.  The  committee  submit 
herewith  an  ordinance  and  order  to  carry  out  their 
recommendations.    For  the  committee, 

W.  H.  Whitmore. 
An  Ordinance 
To  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  surrey  and 

inspection  of  buildings. 

Be  it  ordained,  &c. 

Secti  n  1.  Section  23.  24,  25,  20, 27,  28,  29  and  30  of 
the  ordinance  in  relation  to  the  survey  and  inspec- 
tion of  buildings,  printed  on  pages  138, 139, 140, 141 
142  and  143  of  th«  edition  of  statutes  and  ordinance, 
for  1870,  and  all  ordinances  aod  parts  of  ordinances 
in  amendment  thereof,  are  hereby  reoeaeJ. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  report  was  ac- 
cepted and  the  ordinance  was  passed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  the  following  from  the 
same  committee: 

City  of  Boston,  ) 

In  Common  Council, 

Nov.  17,  1881.      ) 

Ordered,  That  the  erection  of  wooden  buildings 
outside  the  bailding  limits  of  the  City  ol  Boston  be 
authorized,  subject  to  the  following  rules  and  regu- 
lations: 

Section  1.  No  wooden  building  to  be  usea  for  the 
purposes  of  a  dwelling-house  shad  exceed  a  height 
of  forty-five  feet.  No  wooden  building  to  be  used 
for  the  purposes  of  a  dwelling-house,  thirty-five  feet 
or  more  in  height,  shall  be  erected  in  a  range  of 
more  than  forty  feet  without  the  intervention  of  a 
brick  wall  twelve  inches  tbick  to  the  top  ol  the  sec- 
ond floor  above  the  street,  and  eight  inches  tbick  for 
the  remaining  height;  and  no  wooden  building  to  be 
used  tor  the  purposes  aforesaid  less  than  thirty-rive 
feet  in  height  shall  be  erected  iu  a  range  of  more 
than  forty  feet  without  the  intervention  of  a  brick 
wad  eiiilit  inches  thick,  carried  up  the  entire  height 
cf  said  building. 

Said  brick  wall  shall  be  built  up  at  least  six  inches 
above  the  flat  of  the  roof  of  the  highest  building  of 
which  such  walls  form  a  part  for  the  full  extent  of 
of  the  flat,  and  the  top  of  said  wall  shall  be  covered 
with  a  coping  of  stone  or  of  iron  or  other  metal ; 
ann  where  mere  is  a  niansaro  or  pitch  roof  the  wall 
shall  be  built  up  to  the  under  side  nf  the  roof  cover- 
ing, which  shall  be  laid  and  embedded  in  mortar 
upon  said  wall;  and  no  wooden  building  to  be  used 
for  the  purposes  of  a  dwel'inu  house  shall  be  built  at 
aless distance  than  three  feet  from  anyother  wooden 
building  without  the  intervention  of  a  brick  wall, 
where  the  united  widtn  of  the  two  buildings  exceeds 
forty  feet;  provided,  that  a  wooaen  ell,  not  exceed- 
ing thirty  leet  in  length,  fifteen  teet,  in  width,  or  an 
equivalent  number  of  feet  in  area,  aod  not  more 
than  twentj-tive  feet  in  height,  may  be  built  in  con- 
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nection  with  dwelling  houses  erected  as  aforesaid, 
without  the  mtervenlion  of  a  briclc  wail  between 
said  oil  and   the  main  building. 

No  wooden  building  to  be  used  for  other  purposes 
than  a  dwelling  house  shali  exceed  a  heignt  of  rif  ty- 
five  feet. 

No  such  wooden  building  shall  be  erected  iu  a 
range  of  more  than  fifty  feet  without  the  construc- 
tion of  brick  walls,  either  at  the  sides  or  endst'iereof, 
as  the  Inspector  or  Buildings  shall  designate  in  tne 
nerniit  given  by  him  for  the  erection  of  said  build- 
ing— said  walls  to  be  twelve  inches  thick  and  carried 
up  to  a  height  of  four  feet  above  the  roof.  And  no 
wooden  building  to  be  used  for  other  purposes  than 
a  dwelling  house  shall  be  built  at  a  less  distance  than 
ten  feet  from  anv  other  wooden  building  which  is 
twenty-five  feet  or  more  in  height;  or  at  a  less  dis- 
tance than  lour  feet  from  any  other  wooden  building 
which  is  less  than  twenty-live  feet  in  height. 

And  in  no  case  shall  the  sills  of  any  building  re- 
ferred to  in  this  section  be  laid  below  the  grade  of 
the  >tre°t,  unless  by  special  permit  of  the  Inspector 
of  Buildings. 

Sict.  2.  The  restrictions  on  the  erection  of  wooden 
buildings,  contained  in  the  preceding  section,  shall 
not  be  neld  to  apply  to  buildings  e  ected  at  a  dis- 
tance of  titty  feet  or  more  from  any  other  building, 
and  from  any  street,  lane  or  alley  in  the  city,  open, 
or  intended  to  be  open,  tor  public  passage,  whether 
accepted  or  not  by  the  city. 

Sect.  3.  All  wooden  buildings  outside  of  the  said 
limits  shall  be  built  upon  a  secure  f  oun  dation  of 
stone  or  brick  carried  up  to  the  surface  of  the' 
ground.  If  of  brick,  the  foundation  shall  not  be 
less  than  twelve  inches  thick,  laid  in  cement  mor- 
tar; if  of  rubble  stone,  it  shall  not  be  less  than  six- 
teen inches  thicK  when  laid  in  cement  mortar,  and 
not  less  than  twenty  inches  thick  when  laid  dry;  if 
of  block  stone,  it  shall  not  be  less  than  sixteen 
inches  thick  laid  in  cement  mortar.  All  foun- 
dations shall  be  laid  upon  solid  ground  not 
less  than  four  feet  below  the  surface  ex- 
posed to  liost,  or  upon  piles  or  other  solid  sub-struc- 
ture. Piles  shall  be  diiven  to  a  firm  and  solid  bear- 
ing and  the  tops  cut  oif  at  a  proper  grade.  There  * 
shall  be  at  least  one  row  of  piles,  spaced  not  over 
three  feet  on  centres  in  the  direction  of  the  length 
of  the  wall.  Piles  shall  be  capped  with  footing 
courses  of  stone.  In  the  construction  of  workshops 
or  other  buildings  of  a  like  character,  or  for  a  tem- 
porary purpose,  built  upou  soft  or  maishy  land,  the 
Ins|ieetor  may,  in  Ids  discretion,  permit  the  sill  to  be 
nlaced  upon  mud  sills,  blocking,  or  piles  cut  to  height 
of  grade. 

Sect.  4.  All  chimneys  in  wooden  buildings  erected 
outside  said  limits  shall  be  built  of  brick,  stone,  or 
other  lire-proof  non-cooducting  material.  All  brick 
flues  shall  be  smoothly  plastered  inside  with  mortar 
from  top  to  bottom,  and  outside  be'ow  the  roofing. 

In  no  case  shall  chimneys  rest  upon  any  flooring 
without  a  footin°  of  masonry  or  iron  supported  by 
iron  beams,  having  a  secure  bearing  on  masonry  or 
iron  at  either  end. 

Ail  flues  shall  be  topped  out  at  least  four  feet 
above  the  roof  of  the  building  to  which  they  belong. 
The  hrick  topping  out  of  chimneys  shall  not  have 
more  than  two  inches  projection,  unless  covered  by  a 
cap  of  metal  or  stone  properly  seemed. 

Hearths  of  fireplaces  or  grates  shall  be  laid  upon 
brick  or  other  trimmer  arches,  or  upou  bars  of  iron 
supporting  a  bed  of  brick  work. 

No  woodwork  oi  any  kind  sholl  be  placed  at  a  less 
distance  than  one  inch  from  the  outside  brickwork 
of  any  flue.  In  no  case  shall  a  nail  be  driven  into  the 
mast  ury  of  a py  flue. 

No  woodwork  shall  be  placed  at  a  less  distance 
than  one  inch  from  any  tin  or  other  metal  flue  or 
flues,  pipe  or  pipes,  used  or  intended  to  be  used  to 
convey  heated  air  or  steam  in  any  building,  unless 
such  flues  or  pipes  be  cased  with  metal,  leaving  a 
free  circulation  of  air  all  around  the  same. 

No  suiokepipe  in  any  such  wooden  or  frame  build- 
ing shall  hereafter  enter  any  flue,  unless  the  said 
pipe  shall  he  at  least  twelve  inches  from  either  the 
floors  or  ceilings;  and  in  all  cases  where  smokepipes 
pass  through  stud  or  wooden  paititions  of  any  kind, 
whether  the  same  be  plastered  or  nut,  they  shall  be 
guarded  by  either  a  doub.e  collar  of  metal,  with  at 
least  four  inches  air  space  and  holes  for  vertilation, 
or  by  a  soapstone  ring,  not  less  than  three  inches  in 
thickness,  and  extending  through  the  panition. 

Sect.  7.  No  wooden  building  shall  hereafter  be 
erected  outside  the  said  limits,  without  a  permit 
being  first  obtained  from  the  Inspector  of  Buildings; 
and  ho  alteration  or  addition  to  any  such  building 
shall  be  made  without  a  permit  from  sa'd  Inspector. 
Sect.  8.  A  ny  person  or  persons  violating  any  of  the 
provisions  of  this  order  shall,  upon  written  notice 


from  the  Inspector  of  Buildings,  served  upon  hire 
personally,  or  posted  conspicuously  upon  the  build- 
iiis  erected,  or  in  progress  of  erection,  alteration  or 
repair  in  violation  thereof,  upon  his  or  their  neglect. 
or  refusal  to  alter  said  buildins  in  conformity  with 
the  provisions  of  this  order,  far  a  period  of  twenty- 
four  hours  from  said  service  or  said  posting,  be  liable 
to  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  twentv,  nor  more  thau 
fifty  dollars,  ant.  to  a  like  penalty  for  every  day's 
continual  ce  thereof. 

Mr.  Whitmore  briefly  explained  the  matter  savin 
that  the  order  was  substantially  a  reprint  of  the  sec- 
tions of  the  present  ordinance  on   the  subject. 

The  order  was  passed  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  and  a  reconsidera- 
tion was  refused. 

Severally  sent  up. 

Mr.  Whitmore  presented  from  the  Committee  on 
Ordinances  the  amendments  to  the  Building  Ordin- 
ances referred  to  said  comm'ttee  at  the  last  meeting, 
and  on  his  motion,  by  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  the  two  ordinances  granting 
permits  to  sundry  persons  to  erect  buildings  in  vari- 
ous parts  cf  the  city,  were  changed  to  the  form  of 
orders  in  the  usual  manner,  and  the  orders  as 
amended  were  passed,  the  President  being  instructed 
by  vote  of  the  Council  to  entertain  ther. ,  notwith- 
standing the  joint  rule. 

Severally  sent  up. 

SALARIES  OF  CITY    OFFICERS. 
Mr.  Folan,  of  Ward  13.  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment tor  8.35  f.  M.,  viz: 

An  ordinance  establishing  the  salaries  of  certain 
city  officers  (City  Doc.  133),  with  an  amendment 
thereto,  that  the  salary  of  the  City  Treasurer  shall 
be  $6500  in  full  for  all  his  services. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ward  21,  moved  a  division  of  the 
ordinance. 

The  President— Will  the  gentleman  indicate  the 
division  he  desires. 

Mr.  Smith— I  desire  ttat  the  salaries  be  taken  up 
separately  and  acted  upon. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
matter  as  it  stauds  now  cannot  be  divided.  The 
question  is  upon  tha  passage  of  the  ordinance. 
The  time  for  amendmeut  has  gone  by,  and  if  any 
alteration  is  made  now  it  must  not  be  in  the  nature 
of  an  amendment.  I  wish  to  point  out  to  the  gentle 
man  that  without  risking  any  of  these  points  of  ex- 
treme ffneness,it  he  does  not  like  the  whole  ordinance, 
if  it  is  rejected  it  is  within  his  power  to  bring  in 
another  ordinance  repealing  the  whole  of  it.  It 
seems  to  me  we  must  take  the  responsibility  now  of 
passing  the  ordinance  as  amended  the  other  evening. 
If  it  is  voted  down  it  can  he  brought  up  again  in  a 
different  form,  and'part  of  it  left  out.  But  it  seems 
to  me  this  is  not  the  point  when  any  further  amend- 
ment is  in  order.  A  division  of  the  question  would 
have  the  effect  of  an  amendment. 
Mr.  smith — Then,  if  it  is  in  order,  I  move  that  all 

the  oroinance  be  passed,  except 

The  President; — Does  the  gentleman  withdraw  his 
call  for  a  division? 
Mr.  Smith— I  do  not. 

The  President — The  Chair  would  rule  that,  objec- 
tion having  been  im;de,  the  question  is  not  divisible. 
Mr.  Gove  appealed  from  the  necision  of  the  Chair, 
and  Mr.  Rosnosky  seconded  the  appeal. 

The  President— The  question  is,  Shall  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  s'and  as  the  decision  of  the  Council? 

Mr.  Whitmore— As  the  Chair  has  made  no  remarks 
in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  as  the  appeal  comes 
from  a  lawver,  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Ward  I 
will  give  some  reason  why  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
should  be  overruled.  If  the  Chair  bas  erred  in  his 
judgment  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  correct  it;  but  I 
do  not  think  a  gentleman  should  question  the  Chair's 
decision  on  a  point  which  seems  to  me  to  be  well  set- 
tled, and  I  think  the  gentleman  making  the  appeal 
should  g  ve  us  some  grounds. 

Mr.  Gove — Under  rule  53,  "Any  member  may  re- 
quire i  lie  division  of  a  question,  when  the  sense  will 
admit  it."  It  seems  to  be  that  under  tne  rule,  if  any 
member  desires  it,  there  is  no  other  way  but  to  take 
the  items  of  the  bill  up  seriatim  and  act  upon 
them. 

Mr.  Wbilinore — This  is  not  dividing  a  question.  It 
is  dividing  a  motion  to  pass  a  question.  The  ques- 
tion is  upon  the  passage  of  a  measure  which  has 
been  already  divided.  You  might  jus"  as  well  claim 
that  you  can  divide  a  motion  to  assign  and  assign  one 
part  of  it  one  time  and  another  to  another.  But 
when  the  question  is  put  by  the  Chair,  "Shall  this 
matter  be  assigned?''  it  is  too  late  to  divide  the  ques- 
tion to  assign.  This  matter  was  treated  by  a  division, 
but  we  have  now  passed  that  st«ge.  I  claim  rhat 
rule  53  is  sensible  and  right,  and  wherever  the  sense 
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will  admit  of  it,  a  question  can  be  divided, 
wit  not  a  motion.  It  seems  to  me  that  a  mo- 
tion to  pass  or  enact  a  measure  cannot  be  divided,  or 
motion  half  way  passed.  If  the  gentleman  is  not 
sal  isfied  with  the  decision  that  the  Council  came  to 
the  other  night,  it  is  proper  to  reject  this  ordinance, 
and  he  can  bring  in  a  substitute  with  variation 
enough  to  make  it  admissible  by  the  Chair.  I  cannot 
see  how  the  53d  rule  applies  to  a  measure  when  it 
is  not  divisible,  for  even  in  case  of  an  amendment  if 
you  lay  it  upon  the  table  the  whole  question  goes 
with  it.  I  do  not  see  how  rule  53appiies.  We  ought 
either  to  pass  the  bill  or  reject  it.  Theqaestion, 
shall  the  motion  be  passed,  is  not  a  thing  that  is  divi- 
sible. 

.Mr.  Gove— I  supposed  that  aa  ordinance  or  order, 
or  any  other  matter  before  this  Council,  was  under 
this  rule  in  a  position  t ,  be  divided  if  possible,  aud 
have  action  taken  upon  each  part  of  it.  The  rule 
is  that  when  any  member  requires  a  division 
of  a  question,  it  shall  be  diviilel  if  the  sense  will  ad- 
mit of  it.  There  is  quite  a  number  of  matters  em- 
braced in  one  bill,  each  of  which  acts  in  and  by  and 
of  itself;  neither  one  is  covered  by  the  other,  and 
therefore  it  is  a  matter  which  can  properly  be  di- 
vided. It  seems  to  me  there  car  be  no  question 
about  it,  although  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12,  who 
has  constructed  these  rules,  I  think  if  he  had  in- 
tended that  after  a  matter  had  gone  through  one 
reading,  and  then  came  up  oo  its  last  reading  for 
passage,  if  be  had  intended  it  should  not  have  been 
divided  at  that  time,  he  would  have  lixed  it  iu  the 
tule,  lor  we  all  know  how  sharp  and  'cute  he  is  upon 
those  matters.  As  a  parliamentarism  he  knows  the 
appeal  is  right,  because  no  matter  at  what  stage  it  is 
before  the  Council,  each  member  lias  a  right  to  have 
the  qncstion  divided  if  toe  sense  will  admit  of  it  I 
think  everybody  .vill  agree  that  quite  a  number  of 
matters  here  oo  not  apply  to  each  other,  have  no 
bearing  upon  each  other,  and  are  in  such  a  position 
thai  thev  can't  be  divided. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  have  butonesuggestionto  make: 
A  ques'ion  can  be  divu'ed,  but  a  motion  cannot  be. 
A  motiou  is  a  thing  which  must  or  must  not  be  done; 
coose quently  amotion  to  pass  an  ordinance  cannot  be 
divided.  We  havealreadyreadthis  matter  twice,  and 
given  an  opportunity  to  sugges  amendments,  ano 
now  jr  is  too  late  to  amend  it.  It  was  amended  at 
diff •rent  points,  and  a  reconsideration  reiused.  We 
do  not  have  three  readings  of  the  bill,  and  now  the 
onlj  motion  before  the  house  is  to  pass  it.  The  ques- 
tion is  the  matter  before  the  house.  A  question  and 
a  motion  are  two  different  things. 

Mr.  Viorrison  of  Ward  23— If  the  chair  is  sustained 
will  rhat  preclude  auy  amendment  to  the  bill? 

The  President — It  does  not. 

Mr.  Matthews  of  Ward  21— Would  it  be  in  order 
to  refer  this  entire  matter  back  to  the  Committee  on 
Conference? 

The  President— Not  at  the  present  time.  The 
Chair  will  simply  state  that  he  understands  rule  53 
apparently  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  does,  as 
i*.  reads  tnat  any  member  may  require  the  division 
of  a  question  wnen  the  sense  will  admit  it.  That  is 
but  the  re-enacting  of  a  rule  in  this  Council  of  a  well- 
known  parliamentary  law.  That  a  question  may  be 
divided  when  it  is  in  form  and  substance  two  or  more 
questions, — so  as  to  admit  of  a  division.  The  Cliai'  is 
of  opinion  that  this  oruina-ce  is  not  divisible  in  the 
sense  meant  by  rule  53.  It  is  one  continuous  ordi- 
nance, aad  the  only  thing  that  indicates  uivisibilty,  as 
the  Chair  can  see,  Is  the  fact  that  there  is  a  list  of 
salaries,  and  at  this  stage  of  the  bill,  at  least,  it  is 
too  late  to  divide  the  items  of  the  lijt.  Ihe  ordi- 
nance must  be  considered  as  a  whole  on  it  passage, 
and  therefore,  ic  the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  is  not 
divisible.  The  Chair  will  state  further  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  ge  .tle.nen  trom  Wards  21  and  I  may  pos- 
sioiy  be  better  obtained  by  amendments  or  by  other 
equivalent  motions,  since  a  rejection  of  any  pari  of 
this  uiiOii  its  passage  would  be  equivalent  to  an 
amendment  stiiliing  it  out,  made  beforehand.  As 
the  same  object  *  an  be  attained  in  a  different  way, 
the  in'. re  direct  method  is  the  better  parliamen- 
tary practice.  The  question  is,  Shall  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  stand  as  the  decision  of  the  Council? 

The  decision  ol  the  Cha'r  was  su-taiucd. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  ordi- 
nance. 

Mr.  Bosnosk]  moied  to  refer  back  to  the  commit- 
tee of  contere.ee. 

Mr.  Wharton  a-keil  the  reuses  for  making  that 
motion. 

Mr.  Rosnosky— The  committee  reporter1  a  bill,  and 
owe  member  Ot   the  committee 

The  President — The  gentleman  will  pardon  the 
Cbair.     Ihe  committee  ol   conference  was  appointed 

for  a  special  purpose,  has  discharged   its  duty,  and 


their  report  has  been  accepted,  and  a  motion  in  that 
form  is  not  entertainable. 

Mr.  Rosnosky— I  move  that  the  ordinance  be  re- 
ferred to  a  special  committee  consisting  of  those 
seven  members  who  had  it  under  consideration  as  the 
committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  Wbituiore  moved  the  previous  question,  say- 
ing they  had  had  enough  debate,  and  the  sooner 
they  came  to  a  test  vote  the  better. 

Mr.  Gove  desired  every  member  to  liave  an  op- 
portunity to  debate  the  question  if  he  desited,  and 
opposed  ordering  the  main  question. 

Mr.  Morrison  desired  to  offer  au  amendment,  and 
opposed  ordering  the  previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  declared  not  ordered.  Mr. 
Whitmorc  doubted  the  vote,  and  called  lor  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  solving  the  doubt.  The  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered,  and  the  roll  was  called: 

Yeas— Heal,  Bigelow,  Brimbcoom,  Briwu,  Child, 
H.  Clapp,  Cronin,  Daly,  Dana,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley, 
Eddy,  Emery,  Folau,  Freeman, Greenough, Harding, 
Hart,  Hilton,  Lovell,  McCormick,  N.  M.  Morrison, 
Packman,  Pope,  Rogers,  Viles  Walsh,  Wharton, 
Wheeler,  Whitmore,  Williams,  Harrison — 32. 

i\"ays — Barry,  Bartlett,  Bowker,  Boyle.  H.  B. 
Clapp,  Conlin,  Connell,  Cotton,  Cummings,  Uenney, 
Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Farwell,  Ford,  Gove,  Hos- 
ley,  Huntress,  JLauten,  Maguire,  Mat,.ews,  J.  A. 
McLaughlin,  V.  J.  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Means, 
P.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Murphy,  Powers,  Pray,  Quig- 
)e\.  Rosnosxy,  Smith,  Swan,  Teevan,  Wakeneld, 
Welch— 36. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Costello,  Fisk,  Fitzpatrick 
—3. 

The  Council  having  refused  to  cder  the  main 
question,  the  question  came,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Rosnosky,  to  refer  to  a  special  eoinuiittee. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — The  evening  this  committed  re- 
po  ted  this  bill,  a  gentleman  of  tint  committee,  with- 
out dissenting  from  the  majority,  without  bringing 
in  a  minority  report,  and  not  having  a  large  meet- 
ing of  the  Council,  offered  au  amendment,  and  I 
claimed  Ihat  a  quorum  was  uot  present,  and  the 
Chair  declared  it  carried.  To-night  we  have  a  full 
Counci1,  and  have  this  matter  up  again.  Now  the 
reason  1  ask  for  a  special  committee  is,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  13  could  have  brought  in  a  minority 
report  if  he  dissented  from  the  majority.  That  was 
not  done  and  it  was  not  just  to  the  committee  that  the 
gentleman  should  come  it  upon  the  Council  that 
night.  For  this  reasoo  I  think  It  should  be  referred 
back  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Greenough — I  trust  it  will  not  be  sent  to  that 
committee.  Let  us  settle  this  matter  to-night.  The 
Council  is  as  full  as  it  ever  will  be.  We  have  a  large 
attendance,  and  I  hope  the  opinion  of  the  Couucil 
will  be  taken  at  ence.  The  matter  was  sent  to  a  con- 
ference committee  whicl,  represented  a  majority  ot 
the  Couucil.  I  have  felt  that  the  feeling  engendered 
in  the  last  debate  was  such  that  the  sentiments  of  the 
Council  were  not  represented  iu  the  vote  taken.  I 
think  that  if  the  seiitiinct  had  been  correctly  repre- 
sented the  vote  would  have  been  different.  When  it 
came  back  and  we  tried  to  fix  thesalaiy  of  the  Treas- 
urer, the  vote  showed  the  sentiment  of  a  large  Coun- 
cil. If  the  opinion  of  anyone  has  altered,  aud  it  the 
Couiuil,  when  in  larger  numbers,  do  not  agree  with 
the  other  vote,  I  have  nothing  io  siy.  I  shall  not 
leave  the  chamber  and  try  to  break  up  a  quorum. 
But  as  for  sending  this  to  a  committee  of  conference 
and  nave  it  bottled  up,  it  don't  seem  to  be  the 
way  for  the  majorit,  ot  this  Council  to  act,  I  say, 
let  us  settle  it  one  way  or  the  other. 

Mr.  Lovell—  There  lias  been  a  great  deal  of  talk 
over  ibis  matter.  I  voted  to  order  the  previous  ques- 
tion simply  lo  settle  the  matter.  I  feel  that  ihere  is  a 
way  out  ot  this  dilemma.  The  great  dilemma  seems 
to  be  the  Treasurer's  -Mary.  One  great  point  u.ged 
is  that  the  Treasurer  should  have  a  large  salary  be- 
cause he  bus  to  give  1-irge  bonds.  1  believe  we  can 
remedy  tins  difficulty,  and  in  a  way  rhat  1  believe 
would  be  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  Treasurer, 
— I  have  oo  authority  to  state  that  as  a  fact, — Dut  I 
beo-ve  it  w_ul  1  bs  psrfaitly  satisfactory  tj  him  p&r 
sonalh,  aud  1  move  thai  the  rule  be  suspended  that  I 
may  offer  a  motion  at  this  time  in  reference  to  this 
matter. 

The  President — Wil'  the  geutleinau  state  for  what 
purpose  he  Wishes  the  rule  suspended? 

Mr.  Lovell — That  1  nn;  oiler  a  motion  at  this  time 
to  amend  the  ordinance  on  finance  relating  to  the 
Treasury  Department. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  suggest  to  the  gentlemen 
in  the  majority  to-night  that  they  carry  this  matter 
through.  lam  peifectly  willing  to  confess  that  I 
have  desired  to  carry  the  matter  through,  and  the 
oilier  night  we  were  io  a  majority,  but  now  thai  Che 
Council  is  full  the  vote  is  different.    The  shortest 
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way  is  to  carry  tbis  watt  r  turough  by  those  who  are 
in  ilie  majority,  and  we  in  the  minority  have  done 
the  best  we  could .  I  want  to  see  the  parties  whose 
salaries  are  in  disput :  having  authority  to  draw  their 
salaiies  legally. 

The  President— Does  the  gentleman  object  to  the 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules? 

Mr.  Rosncsky— Is  not  my  motion  before  the  house? 

The  President — The  motion  to  refer  takes  prece- 
dence of.  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  Smith — I  hope  the  ordinance  will  be  referred 
to  a  committee.  The  conference  committee  labored 
hard  to  agree  upon  these  salaries,  and  put  into  the 
ordinance  all  they  could  agree  upon.  The  object 
was  to  pass  this  and  clean  up  that  much  ol  the  Salary 
bill,  and  dispove  of  afterwards  what  was  left  over. 
The  other  night  au  amendment  being  introduced 
upset  all  the  arrangements  of  the  conference  com- 
mittee, and  for  that  reason  I  hope  it  will  be  referred 
back  again. 

Mr.  Lovell — I  don't  think  the  gentleman  under- 
stood my  point.  My  idea  was  to  introduce  a  motion 
to  amend  section  1  of  the  ordinance  in  relation  to 
finance,  so  as  to  relieve  the  Treasurer  of  a  certain 
portion  of  his  bonds.  In  that  way  this  whoie  matter 
can  be  carried  through.  Under  those  circumstances 
I  think  the  conference  eomiLittee  would  agree  to 
report  the  salary  which  the  committee  are  in  favor  of. 

Mr.  Folan— 1  shall  oppose  the  motion  ^o  refer  the 
matter  to  the  committee  again.  I  desire  to  answer 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  16  in  relation  to  saying 
that  T  aid  not  agree  v. ith  the  committee  at  the 
time.  Either  thegentlen.au  fn  in  Ward  16  has  for- 
gotten what  occurred  in  the  committee,  or  he  cared 
little  about  what  he  was  saymg,  for  I  did  make  that 
statement  that  1  did  not  agree  with  the  committee.  I 
could  not  make  a  minority  report  iioni  a  conference 
committee,  and  consequently  the  only  place  wtna-e  I 
could  have  my  sav  about  the  matter  was  here  in 
open  board.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  21  says  we 
agreed  upon  all  the  salaries  except  this  obc.  We 
agreed  upon  all  the  salaries  except  ihe  City  Treas- 
urer, and  the  report  was  to  have  been  submitted,  but 
a  special  meeting  of  the  committee  was  called  to  fix 
the  salary  of  the  City  Architect.  I  think  I  had  just 
as  good  a  right  to  stand  up  here  and  make  an  amend- 
ment to  insert  the  Treasurer's  salary,  rs  the  gentle- 
man bad  to  make  an  amendment  to  the  salary  of  the 
City  Architect. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  21—  I  think  there  is  no  gentle- 
man here  but  will  admit  that  the  voice  of  the  Coun- 
cil previous  to  the  appointment  of  the  committee  Df 
conference  was  against  an  increase  of  tli;  Treas- 
urer's salary.  We  were  compelled  to  appoint  the 
committee  of  conference  by  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen, 
and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  President  to  appoint  a 
committee  representing  the  majority  of  this  body, 
which  was  opposed  to  an  increase  of  the  salary. 
Unfortunately  the  gentleman  from  Ward  13  was  ap- 
pointed on  that  committee.  It  was  evidently  a  mis- 
take of  the  then  President.  If  this  is  to  be  referred 
back  to  a  committee  I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
13  will  have  the  courtesy  to  resign, in  order  that  a  mem- 
ber in  sympathy  with  the  majority  of  the  Council, 
and  who  believes  as  they  do,  shall  be  appointed  in 
bis  place.  I  hope  it  will  be  veferred  to  a  committee 
representing  the  voice  of  this  Council. 

Mr.  Folan— 1  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  if  be 
is  jealous  of  my  position  on  that  committee? 

Mr.  Eosnosky — I  am  not  jealous  of  the  gentleman 
being  on  the  committee,  but  as  I  understood  the 
Council  were  compelled  to'  have  the  conference 
connnittee.  If  I  were  appointed  on  the  committee 
and  felt  as  the  gentleman  fr  m  Ward  13  does,  know- 
ing that  I  was  in  favor  of  an  increase  of  the  Treas- 
urer's salary  by  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  I  should  re- 
sign from  the  committee.  The  gentleman  came 
there  Knowing  he  was  in  favor  of  the  increase,  and 
accepted  the  position,  which  I  claim  was  not  in  good 
taste. 

Mr.  Parkman— I  have  not  taken  much  time  in  this 
dispute,  and  hope  the  Council  will  not  get  into  a 
muddle  over  these  various  questions  of  reference  to 
a  committee  and  other  dilatory  motions.  I  do  not 
see  why  the  gentlemen  who  claim  to  iepresent  a 
majority  of  the  Council  should  not  be  willing  to 
come  to  a  test  vote  on  a  motion  to  reject  the  ordi- 
nance. If  that  is  carried  that  is  an  end  cf  it,  and 
they  can  bring  m  at  the  next  meeting  an  ordinance 
in  regard  o  salaries  which  are  in  dispute  among 
members  of  tue  Council.  On  the  la.-t  vote  68  mem- 
bers were  present,  and  we  shall  get  a  fair  test  to- 
night. I  hope  the  gentlemen  will  be  willing  to  have 
such  a  vote. 

Mr.  Means— There  is  one  thing  which  occurs  to 
me  in  listening  to  this  discussion.  Taking  fir3t  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1,  who  asks 
for  a  suspension   of  the  rule  that  he  may  move  the 


reduction  of  the  bonds  of  the  City  Treasurer.  Now, 
if  we  are  going  to  have  a  City  Treasurer  at  all,  we 
want  one  with  bonds,  and  efficient  bonds.  If  we 
have  to  pay  $10,000  for  them,  we  win  pay  it, 
but  we  want  sufficient  security.  For  that  reason 
I  do  net  think  we  should  consider  such  a 
proposition  for  a  moment.  Now,  the  question 
conies,  shall  we  refer  this  to  a  committee?  The 
whole  argument  in  favor  of  an  increase  of  the 
Treasurer's  salary  has  been  on  the  ground  of 
his  integrity,  honor  and  square  dealing  with  every- 
body. JSow,  Mr.  President,  I  claim  it  is  not  a  high, 
honorable  and  sublime  way  of  conducting  things 
that  has  been  heretofore  presented  to  us,  to  come  in 
here  and  tack  on  a  rider  to  the  salary  of  other  nffi- 
cials  in  the  City  Governiu ent,  as  a  means  of  forcing 
the  members  of  this  Council  either  to  pay  the  City 
Treasurer  the  amount  they  ask  for,  or  else  to  throw 
everybody  else  overboard.  That  isn't  what  we  have 
been  led  to  expect.  Tnat  isn't  what  the  City  Treas- 
urer has  been  held  out  to  be.  It  is  not  such  a  way  as 
the  gentlemen  who  represent  that  highly  honorable 
gentleman  should  act,  and  you  should  not  force  it 
upon  us.  The  gentleman  asks,  wny  not?  The  gentle- 
man from  Ward  9— the  respectable  member  of  the 
Water  Committee,  who  asks  us  upon  bis  honor 
and  our  confidence  in  him,  to  pa  s  at)  order 
for  $22,000  through  this  board,  aDd  which,  tak- 
ing his  honor,  and  woid,  we  do  pass.  I  am  sorry  he 
asked  me  why  not.  It  he  had  done  it  before,  I  doubt 
whether  I  should  have  had  the  same  confidence  in 
him.  I  don't  believe  it  comes  from  his  heart.  I 
don't  think  it  can.  But,  Mr.  President,  returning 
to  the  salary  of  the  City  Treasurer:  It  reduces  itself 
down  just  to  this  one  thing,  and  that  is,  his  friends 
have  attempted  to  force  us  to  that  issue  ny  pulling 
on  to  the  sa  aries  of  other  officials  an  increase  in  the 
Treasurer's  salary.  They  know  very  well  how  the 
matter  came  to  us  from  the  committee  of  confer, 
ence,  and  they  so  arranged  the  report  that  it  would 
go  through  this  Councd  without  any  talk  or  long  de- 
bate. Now  it  is  crowding  us  in  our  personal  capaci- 
ties and  official  positions  as  members  of  this  Council, 
attending  here  and  looking  out  for  the,  city's  affairs, 
to  force  us  into  a  long  debate,  which  is  entirely 
unnecessary  at  this  time.  The  list  they  got 
ud  was  to  put  business  in  such  a  '  form 
that  it  may  go  ofirough  lightlv  and  pleasantly, 
whenever  it  can  be  done.  When  there  has  to 
to  be  a  long  debate,  let  it  come  up  in  a  proper  shane. 
I  submit  that  it  is  cot  a  fair  way  to  use  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Council.  I  hope  it  will  go  back  to  the 
members  of  this  Council  wheie  it  can  be  arranged 
and  then  come  here  in  a  proper  manner  so  that  we 
can  pass  it  without  debate. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  did  not  propose  to  speak  again 
on  this  matter,  but  since  the  gentleman  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat  las  seen  fit  to  make  remarks 
about  me,  I  should  like  to  answer  him  very  brietiv. 
I  must  say  I  cannot  see  why  the  friends'  of  the 
Treasurer  were  not  authorized  to  put  in  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Salary  bill,  if  they  saw  fit.  My  own  im 
pression  is  ihat  the  conference  comnrttee  never 
represented  the  majority  of  this  Council.  I  am 
satisfied  the  majority  will  pass  the  ordinance, 
and  I  want  o  see  it  settled  to-night.  If  the 
ordinance  does  not  pass  I  will  give  it  up 
and  say  no  more  about  it.  We  know  that 
at  the  time  of  the  last  debate  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  13,  owing  to  the  warmth  of  his  feel.ng*,  used 
language  which  he  has  regretted,  but  which  certain- 
ly had  the  effect  to  irritate  an  eminent  member  of 
the  other  branch.  1  have  been  told  that  certain 
members'  votes  have  been  changed  by  the  animosi- 
ties engendered  by  that  debate,  and  I  heard  that  the 
salary  would  be  put  through  at  $6500.  The  fh-st  time 
we  got  an  opportunity  we  tried  it  and  succeeded. 
Now,  there  has  been  a  test  vote  upon  this  que  tion. 
If  that  represen  s  the  sentiment  of  the  Council,  I  will 
give  it  up.  If  the  gentlemeu  will  put  this  question 
on  its  passape,  and  reject  it,  they  can  then  bring  in 
another  ordinance,  and  I  give  my  word  that  I  will 
not  offer  to  amend  it  by  nutting  in  the  Treasurer's 
salary . 

Mr.  Lovell — I  have  been  considerably  amused  by 
the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward* 20.  It  is  ail 
old  saying  that  wise  men  change,  but  fools  never.  I 
am  going  to  put  the  gentleman  in  the  first  class,  be- 
cause I  don't  think  he  understood  what  I  said. 

Mr.  Means— I  don't  come  from  East  Boston. 

Mr.  Lovell— I  simply  want  to  put  the  gentleman 
right  in  this  matter,  because  I  think  that  when  he 
understands  what  I  mean  he  will  be  on  my  side  of 
the  house  and  vote  for  my  proposition.  I  didn't 
mean  to  relieve  the  Treasurer  in  any  way  so  that  it 
will  affect  the  City  ot  Boston.  I  meant  to  amend  the 
ordinau  le  in  such  a  way  that  it  will  leheve  him  from 
demanding  bonds    of    his    employees,  *o  that  their 
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bonds  will  be  given  to  tbe  City  of  Boston.    That  will 
relieve  tlie  Treasurer  of  about  $40,000  bonds. 

The  Council  refused  to  suspend  the  rule  to  allow 
Mr.  Loved  lo  make  hi*  motion. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  withdrew  the  motioD  to  refer. 

Mr.  Hove— I  move  to  indetinitHy  postpone  the 
■ordinance  uow  before  the  Council,  and  if  that  is  car- 
ried I  shall  then  offer  another  ordinance  substan- 
tially the  same  as  the  one  before  the  Council,  with 
one  or  two  exceptions. 

Air.  Emery— I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  this  ques- 
tion, but  there  is  one  thine  1  cannot  help  calling  lo 
tbeattenti  •!)  of  the  Council.  At  ihe  time  we  were 
left  without  a  quorum  on  Nov.  3d,  a  statement  was 
made  (bat  the  amendment  was  introduced  bv  Mr. 
Folan  when  we  bad  a  small  Council.  That  (he 
majority  of  the  Council  were  opposed  to  it,  and 
that  he  took  it  up  wnen  the  Council  was  smaller 
(haii  usual,  in  tbe  hope  that  he  could  pass  it.  i 
want  to  call  attention  to  one  fact:  The  bn-inessim 
mediately  preceding  that  was  the  vote  for  City 
Solicitor,  and  when  the  roll  was  called  B6  members 
were  present.  We  have  68  present  to-night.  The 
only  time  the  roll  wis  called,  the  last  time 
immediately  preceding  Ihe  vote,  there  were  60' 
members  present,  which  was  an  extremely  large 
Council.  Then  the  next  thing  done  was,  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  aiade  a  motion 
that  the  salary  of  ihe  City  Architect  be 
amended  so  that  he  should  have  $2800  instead  of 
83500,  pjiCI  after  that  was  settled  Mr.  Folan  moved  to 
iosert  the  salary  of  the  City  Treasurer.  Tue  amend- 
ing of  the  report  was  commenced  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  1,  ami  Mr.  Folan  continued  it  in  a  Coun- 
cil of  66  members. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brow  i  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered  upon  the  question  of  indefinite  postpone- 
ment. 

The  ordinance  was  inJelinitelv  postponed — yeas 
38  .nays  32. 

Yeas— Harry,  Bart'ett,  Bowker,  Bovle,  H.  B.  Clapp, 
Conlin,  Connell,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Cuuimiugs,  Den- 
nev,  Dcvlii..  C.  F.  Doherty,  Farwell,  Fisk,  Ford, 
Gove,  Harding,  Hoslny,  Huntress.  Laulen,  Lovell, 
Maguirc,  Mathews,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  F.  J.  Mc- 
Laughlin, Means,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett  Murphy, 
Pray,  Quigley.  Rosnosky,  Smith,  Swan,  Wakelield, 
Welch,  Wnitinore— 38. 

Nay — Beal,  Bige'ow,  lirimbecom,  Brown,  Child, 
H.  Clapp,  Daly,  Dana.  J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy, 
Euierv,  Fitzpatriek,  Folan,  Freeman,  Greenougii, 
Hart,  Hilton,  McCormick,  McNamara,  N.  M.  Mor- 
rison, Parkman,  Pope,  Powers,  Rogers,  Teevan. 
Viles.  Walsh,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Williams,  Harri- 
son—32. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Costello. 

Mr.  Gove  moved  to  reconsider,  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail.     Lost. 

Mr.  Gove  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance 
Establishing  the  Salaries  of  Certain  City  Officers. 

He  it  ordained,  &c. 

Section  1  The  salaries  of  the  following-named 
officers  shall  be  at  tue  rate  per  annum  placed  against 
their  respective  names,  beginning  on  the  (iivt  day  of 
April,  1881,  payable  monthly,  subject  to  the  deduc- 
tion of  any  and  all  sui  is  due  from  such  officers  to 
the  city;  and  all  of  said  officers,  receiving  moneys  in 
toeir  official  capacity,  shall  account  for  the  same: 

Mayor's  Clerk gl  ,800 

City  Clerk i,000 

Clerk  of  Committees 3,250 

Assistant  Clerk  of  Committees 1,600 

Receiver  of  Water  Bates L.200 

City  Surveyor 3.100 

Water  Registrar 3,000 

Street  Commissioners'  Clt  rk 2,000 

Inspector  of  Buildings'  "lerk 1,500 

■One  Assistant  Inspector 1,500 

Superintendent  of  Health 3,000 

City  l'livslclan 2,700 

Citv  Registrar 2,560 

City  Architect  3,000 

Superintendent  of  Sewers 3,600 

Supedntenuentof  Priming 2.000 

Superintendent  of  Kancuil-H  ill  Market 2.2(0 

Deputy  superintendent  of  Kanenil-Uall  Market.    .   1.300 

Superintendent  ot  rubiic  Grounds 2,200 

Cti  orman  Hoard  of  Assessois 3  500 

Secretary  Hoard  of  Assessors 3,200 

Three  Principal  Assessors,  each 3 ,000 

Mr.  Whiiinorc  desired  to  have  this  ordinance  dis- 
posed of  at  tue  pres-nt  time. 

Mr.  farkman  asked  if  the  City  Architect's  salary 
hadn't  been  changed  from  the  report  of  the  Confer- 
ence Committee. 

Mr.  Gove  said  it  ha  '  been.  He  had  only  made  a 
few  changes  from  the  other  ordinance. 

Mr.  Parkman— I  don't  exactly  like  to  offer  amend- 


ments as  it  was  understood  there  should  be  none ' 
but  the  geiitlcmau  has  fixed  the  salaries  to  suit  him" 
selt. 

Mr.  Wheeler — Why  does  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  1  make  a  change  in  the  City  Architect's  salary, 
which  he  previously  proposed  anil  the  Council  voted 
dowu? 

Mr.  Gove— I  made  the  chanae  because  I  thought  it 
was  salary  enough.  Whenever  I  introduce  an  order 
I  sha'l  put  in  the  sum  that  I  think  is  rignt.  If  any 
gentleman  wi-lic  to  amend  it,  and  the  Council  sees 
fit  to  adopt  it,  it  is  not  for  me  to  say  it  shall  not  be 
done.  If  that  is  the  order  of  the  Council  I  shall 
abide  by  it. 

Mr.  Clapp.of  Wa'd  24,moved  to  make  the  City  Ar- 
chitect's salary  $3500,  but  withdrew  it  at  tbe  sugges 
tion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  as  Jit  might  delay  action.    If 
they  admitted  amendment*  on   the  first  stage  they 
would  never  get  through  with  it. 

Mr.  Gove  said  he  wa»  willing  to  stop  here  24  hours 
until  the  bill  was  settled. 

Mr.  Wbitmore— I  think  the  Council  will  stay  as 
long  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  did  the  other 
night. 

Mr.  Means— It  think  it  is  no  more  than  fair  to  take 
the  ordinance  as  reported  by  tue  conference  com- 
mittee. I  shall  move  to  amend  by  substituting  the 
ordinance  reported  by  that  committee  as  printed  in 
Document  133. 

Mr.  Gove  accepted  the  amendment. 

The  ordinance  aniemlpd  was  passed  to  a  second 
reading  and  put  upon  its  passagu  under  a  suspension 
of  the  ru'.e  on  nmtion  or  Mr.  Whitmore. 

Mr.  Hart— I  move  to  amend  by  adding: 

City  Treasurer #6,000 

City  Collector 4,000 

That  will  fix  it  just  where  we  had  it  last  \  ear,  aid 
then  I  shall  vote  for  the  ordioance,  and  I  hope  it 
will  end  the  whole  matter  of  salaries  for  this  year. 

Mr,  Gove  raised  tne  point  of  order  thattheainend- 
nient  could  not  come  in  at  this  time. 

The  President — Will  the  gentleman  state  the 
grouud  of  his  point  of  order/ 

Mr.  Gove — I'hat  this  is  not  an  amendmenl  to  this 
ordinance,  although  the  other  evening  substantially 
the  i-ame  thing  was  put  in.  Still,  if  the  point,  of 
order  hail  been  raised  at  that  time,  I  think  the  Chair 
would  have  ruled  the  ooiut  well  tt ken,  as  Dot  being 
germane  to  tbe  qutst.on — as  ~ot  being  an  amend- 
ment to  any  part  of  the  ordinance. 

Mr  Whitmore— If  I  understand  the  gentleman's 
point  it  is,  it  will  be  necessary  and  proper  for  us  to 
make  an  amendment  to  one  of  the  items  on  this  list, 
and  if  uo  amendment  is  offered  it  will  be  too  late  to 
offer  it  at  the  next  stage.  As  I  understand  it  has  been 
repeatedly  decided  (bat  the  Chaii  should  read  the 
items  alooii,  and  if  n  j  amendment  is  offered  it  will 
be  too  late  to  go  back.  I  understand  the  gentleman 
to  object  to  inserting  these  two  salaries,  because  they 
are  not  proyerly  amendments  to  the  salaries  on  the 
list,  and  ou.'ht  not  to  come  in. 

The  President— I  understand  the  gentleman  from 
Wardl  does  not  make  the  point  that  this  is  not  the 
proper  stage,  but  that  the  amendment  is  not  germane 
to  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Gove— I  raised  the  point  of  order,  and  take  it 
in  all  its  length  and  breadth,  in  any  way,  shape  or 
manner.  I  am  ready  to  take  up  the  Treasurer's  sal- 
ary if  necessary.  But  I  do  not  think  it  applies  to 
this  ordioance  and  should  come  in  by  itself, and  theu 
I  am  ready  to  take  it  up  and  act  upon  it,  and  stay 
here,  and  do  all  I  can  to  keep  the  other  members 
here,  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Hart— I  will  withdraw  the  amendment,  if  no 
objection  is  made.  1  only  offered  it  as  a  peace  offer- 
ing. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  amend  by  making  the 
salary  of'tL'e  Assistant  Inspector  Of  Buildings  apply 
to  all  the  Inspectors  in  that  department,  instead  of 
one, -to  strike  out  "one"  and  ins?rt  "each"  after 
"buildings."  When  it  was  parsed  before  he  did  not 
think  the  Council  understood  it,  and  he  did  not  like 
to  have  one  officer  in  a  department  singled  out. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23— 1  presume  there  is  no 
member  of  the  Council  more  familiar  with  the  duties 
of  that  otlice  than  I  am,  having  served  on  (hat  com- 
mittee two  years.  I  know  must  of  the  men,  and 
know  they  are  expert  mechanics.  They  have. 
to  be  the  best  mechanics  that  can  be  selected, 
or  else  they  are  not  tit  for  the  duties  requited 
of  them.  When  this  ollice  was  first  estaolished 
the  salary  was  $1500  a  year,  but  during  the  nara 
times  it  was  reduced,  and  I  don't  kuo*  why  they 
have  not  teen  increased  before  this.  Certainly  it 
must  have  been  b\  gross  neglect.  Some  of  these  in- 
spectors have  to  travel  over  nine  miles  from  City 
Hall  to  get  to  their  business,  to  many  places  where 
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there  are  do  horse  cars  to  convey  them,  and  they 
have  to  nay  their  railroad  fares,  for  which  there  is 
no  provisi  n  in  the  ordinance.  1  know  that  oue  in- 
spector had  to  keep  a  horse  and  pay  for  liiin,  in 
order  to  attend  to  his  business.  These  men  have 
brought  this  oiiice  up  to  its  present  standard. 

Mr.  Smith — L  raise  ihe  point  of  order  that  these 
salaries  have  been  fixed,  and  it  is  out  of  order  to 
take  them  up  agiiu.  They  have  been  fixed  by  the 
Council  and  a  reconsideiation  has  been  refused, 
therefore  an  amendment  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Wliilmore— On  the  contrary  the  other  ordi- 
nance was  passed,  and  any  oruinance  can  be  amended 
by  another  ordinance.  I  acknowledge  that  we  passed 
the  ordinance,  and  we  cao  amend  it  by  raying  the 
salaiy  01  the  Assistant  Inspectors  shall  be  .S>1500. 
Ever,\  ordinance  of  this  kino  is  liable  to  be  taken  up 
and  ameudeo.at  any  meeting.  I  hiven't  the  slightest 
doubt  but  we  shall  amend  the  ordinance  at  some 
time. 

The  President  ruled  the  amendment  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  Whitmore — "Will  the  Chair  indicate  in  whit 
respect  the  amendment  is  out  of  order,  and  I  will 
try  to  amend  it  so  as  to  gtt  it  in  proper  form.  It 
seems  to  me  that  when  we  pass  salaries  by  ordinance, 
the  passage  of  another  ordiuauce  fixing  tbe  same 
salaries  has  the  effect  10  amend  it. 

Tbe  President— The  Chair  thinks  the  objection 
raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  21  a  valid  ODe, 
that  the  salaries  of  the  <  'ther  Assistaut  Inspectors  have 
beeu  hxed  by  an  ordinance  passed  at  a  preceding 
meeting  at  tbis  session  ot  the  Council,  and  tuat  they 
cannot  oe  brought  up  in  the  lorrn  of  an  amendment 
to  this  ordinance. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  do  not  care  to  raise  further  ques- 
tion, becau.-e  I  confess  I  shall  want  24  hours  to  con- 
sider u.  I  will  pass  that  item  and  come  to  one  in  re- 
gard to  the  three  principal  Assessors.  I  move  to 
strike  out  $2700  and  insert  $3000  The  Chairman 
and  Secretaiy  have  been  raised,  aDd  1  think  the  other 
Assessors  worth  cbe  same.  At  all  events  I  am  so  sat- 
isfied in  my  own  mind  that  I  should  like  a  vote  upon 
it. 

The  amendment  was  rejected,— 20  for,  23  against. 

Mr.  Bigelow  moved  to  amend  by  making  tbe  salary 
of  tne  Superintendent  of  Faneuil  Hall  Market  $2500, 
and  his  assistant  $1500.    Rejected. 

The  ordinauce  was  pa.-sed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  leeonsider.  Lost.  Sent 
up. 

Mr.  Freeman,  of  Ward  10,  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance 

Establishing  the  Salaries  ot  Certain  City  Officers. 
Be  it  ordained,  &c. 

Section  1.  The  salaries  of  the  following  named 
officers  shall  he  at  the  rate  per  annum  placed  against 
their  respective  names,  beginning  on  the  1st  day  of 
April,  1881,  payable  monthly,  subject  to  tbe  deduc- 
tion ot  any  and  all  sums  due  from  such  officers  to 
the  iity;  and  all  of  said  officers,  receiving  moneys  in 
therr  official  capacity,  shall  account  tor  the  same: 

City  Treasurer $6000 

City  Collector 4500 

Mr.  Smith— i  move  to  refer  tbat  ordinance  to  the 
next  Chy  Government,  for  this  reason:  There  is  a 
committee  to  make  a  certain  investigation.  We 
have  not  had  a  report  ifom  that  committee  and  it 
don't  look  as  though  we  shall  get  one  righc  away.  I 
hope  tbis  will  not  be  acted  upon  until  we  get  that  re- 
port. 

Mr.  Freeman— "We  have  already  had  a  great  deal 
of  discussion  on  the  Treasurer's  and  Collector's  sal- 
aries, and  I  don't  propose  to  say  any  moie  about 
them,  except  to  state,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  oid,  that  we  are  not  fixing  the  salary  for  the 
individual  but  tor  the  office.  It  makes  no  difference 
what  the  charges  are.  If  they  are  proved  be  will  be 
discharged,  and  if  they  are  not  he  will  be  relieved. 
We  are  sim  pl>  fixing  the  salary  for  the  office.  In 
order  to  get.  a  vote  I  move  the  previous  Question. 

Mr.  Gove — I  shall  have  to  vote  against  the  previ- 
ous question,  but  I  think  we  ought  to  tatse  a  vote 
against  referring  it  to  tie  next  City  Government, 
for  1  think  the  matter  ought  to  he  disposed  of. 

The  Council  refused  to  order  tbe  main  question— 
29  for,  30  against. 

The  quession  was  on  referring  to  the  next  City 
Government. 

Mr.  smith— I  moved  to  refer  to  the  next  City  Gov- 
ernment because  1  think  we  have  had  discussion 
enough  on  this  subject  lor  one  year.  The  Corpora- 
tion Counsel  says  that  thesalaries  will  remain  as  they 
now  are  it  they  are  not  changed.  The  salaiy  of  the 
Treasurer  is  as  large  as  it  was  last  \  ear,  or  has  been 
for  the  last  five  years,  and  he  will  he  able  to  draw  it 
311st  as  he  has  :  een  doing.    There  are  many  impor- 


tant subjects  coming  up  to  be  acted  on,  aid  1  don't 
want  to  take  up  any  more  time. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  the  gentleman  will  with- 
draw the  motion.  I  have  mane  some  enquiry  and 
find  that  some  gentlemen  desire  '.o  consider  and 
amend  this  ordinance.  Although  it  is  true  that  the 
City  Treasurer's  salary  will  be  paid  according  to  the 
old  rate,  ic  is  not  done  properly  and  in  a  legal 
manner.  It  is  paid  because  nobody  will  object  to  it, 
and  on  the  ground  that  if  a  man  has  had  a  position 
at  a  certain  salary,  he  is  entitled  to  it  on  tbe  ground 
that  it  is  the  smallest  sum,  until  tbe  rate  is  changed. 
It  will  be  paid,  but  it  is  an  unuignined  way  of  d'dng 
business.  .Now,  I  say  we  had  better  take  half  a  dozen 
voles  beginning  ai  $6500  and  going  down  to  $5000, 
if  me  Council  please,  until  the  matter  is  decided  and 
the  salary  fixed.  I  hope  we  shall  take  a  vote 
on  each  hundred  dollars  until  we  can  decide 
upon  some  sun>  satistactory  to  the  majority.  I 
think  we  ought  to  begin  at  $6000  and  vote  until  we 
get  down  to  $5000  if  necessary.  I  don't  suppose  any- 
body is  goins  below  $5000.  Tnere  are  no  new  argu- 
ments to  be  presented.  I  shall  ask  that  the  vote  be 
taken  without  debate,  and  if  it  is  lost  then  let  an- 
other sum  be  tried. 

Mr.  Smith— 1  want  to  say  in  answer  to  the  gentle- 
man fr  jiu  Ward  12  that  I  have  tne  opinion  of  the 
Corporation  Counsel.  He  says:  "The  salaries  as  al- 
ready established  will  continue  until  they  are  altered 
by  the  (.  ity  Council.  The  order  establishing  them 
provides  that  they  shall  remain  as  then  fixed  until 
otherwise  ordered."  I  don't  see  that  there  is  any 
necessiiy  for  chauging  it. 

Mr.  Cummiiigs—  I  trust  the  motion  will  not  prevail 
for  one  simple  reason,  that  in  the  various  votes 
which  have  been  passed  this  evening  it  was  promised 
by  certain  gentlemen  that  they  would  net  introduce 
any  dilatory  motions,  but  wou.d  stay  here  all  night 
if  necessary,provioed  the  question  of  I  he  other  salaries 
was  settled.  That  I  think  must  have  influenced  a 
good  many  members  of  the  Council,  and  simply  as  a 
matter  of  good  faith  to  those  who  voted  and  didn't 
interpose  dilatory  motions  I  should  like  to  have  tin . 
matter  nrought  to  a  voce  now. 
Tbe  motion  to  refer  was  lost. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  to  second  reading  and 
read  a  second  time  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Gove  moved  to  amend  by  making  the  Treas- 
urer's salary  $4300,  as  that- officer  is  now  receiving 
$700  as  Treasurer  of  the  County  of  Suffolk,  and  it 
will  make  the  salary  the  same  that  11  has  been  for  a 
long  time. 

Mr.  Hart — The  gentleman  is  mistaken.  Tbe  City 
Treasurer  receives  nothing  from  the  County  of  Suf- 
folk. 

Mr.  Gove — I  ask  pardon  of  the  Council.  I  meant 
Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  FuDds. 

Mr.  Hart— He  receives  nothing  from  the  Sinking 
Fund  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Gove — Then  he  receives  $700  for  acting  in 
some  capacity — for  Treasurer  of  tue  County  Commis- 
sioners, and  nothing  from  the  Sinking  Fund  Com- 
missioners. 

Mr.  Hart — The  gentleman  is  mistaken.  The  Treas- 
urer receives  $5000,  the  same  as  Ms.  Dennie  received 
lor  the  past  two  years. 

Mr.  Gove — May  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ward  18 
if  there  has  not  been  a  vote  passed  whereby  the 
Treasurer  receives  $700  <>r  $800  lor  services  rendered 
either  10  the  City  of  Boston  or  County  of  Suffolk,  or 
some  of  the  commissionere  connected  with  the  City 
of  Boston  or  County  of  Suffolk? 

Mr.  Hart — No  vole  has  ever  been  passed  by  this 
Council,  except  that  the  Treasurer  shall  receive 
$4300,  and  $700  for  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
Commijsioners,  but  it  never  was  concurred  in  by  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Child — It  seems  to  me  the  wording  of  the  ordi- 
nance would  settle  tbis  question,  by  bavins  it  read 
that  the  Treasurer  rhall  receive  live  thousand  dollars 
in  full  for  all  his  services. 

Mr.  Gove — For  the  edification  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  17  I  would  say  chat  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble for  this  Council  to  interfere  with  the  County 
Commissioners,  who  are  tbe  Board  of  Aldermen,  in 
establishing  the  salary  of  an  officer  over  whom  they 
have  entire  control.  1  understood  that  they  had 
voted  him  $700. 

Mr.  Smith — I  move  to  amend  by  making  the  sala- 
ry $5000  lor  all  semees  reudered  as  Treasurer  of  the 
City  of  Boston,  Treasurer  of  tne  County  Commis- 
sioners and  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Whitmo-e— 1  presume  the  voce  will  be  taken 
first  on  the  $6000.  I  remember  that  President  Bailey 
was  much  troubled  by  that  point  some  time  ago.  It 
is  expressly  stated  by  t"e  rule  that  the  largest  sum 
shall  toe  taken  first.  I  sincerely  trust  the  good  judg- 
ment of  the  Council  will  lead  them  to  pass  tbi>  sum, 
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wbicb  is  a  cons iderable  reduction  from  what  we  have 
already  voted.  At  all  events  1  expect  the  vote  will 
he  taken  on  toe  largest  sum  Hist. 

The  auestiou  was  taken  on  making  the  Treasurer's 
salary  $6000,  and  it  was  declared  adopUd.  Mr.  Gove 
doubted  the  vote.  Hie  Council  was  divided,  32  for,  29 
against.  Before  the  result  was  declared  .vlr.  Smith 
doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered.  The  salary  was  fixed  at  $6000, 
yeas  38,  nays  30: 

SCeas — 3artiett,  Beal,  Bigelow,  Bowker,  Brimbe- 
com,  Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Cronin.  Daly, 
Dai. a,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Farvell, 
Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Freeman,  Grcenuugh,  Hart, 
Hilton,  Lauten,  MeNamara,  N.  M.  .Morrison,  Park- 
lnaD,  Pope,  Pray,  Rogers,  Viles, Walsh,  Welch,  Whar- 
tc.n,  Wheeler,   Whi.niore,  WiUiauis,  Harrison— 38. 

Nays— Barry,  Boyle,  11.  B.  Clapp,  Conned,  Cotton, 
Ctuumings,  Den  Ley,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Fisk, 
Ford,  Gove,  Harding,  Hosley,  Huntress,'  Lovell, 
Maguire,  Mathews,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  Mc- 
Laughlin. Means,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Murphy, 
Ouigley,  Rosnosky,  Smith,  Swan,  Teevan,  Wake- 
Held— 30. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Costello,  McCoriuie';,  Powers 
—3. 

.Mr.  Freeman  moved  to  reoonsider,hcping  it  would 
not  prevail. 

Mr.  Smiit'  moved  to  specially  assign  to  the  next 
meeting. 

The  President  ruled  lhe  motion  not  entertainahle. 

The  reconsideration  was  lost. 

Mr.  Swan,  of  Ward  24,  moved  to  amend  the  ordi- 
nance by  making  the  Collector's  salary  $50110. 

Mr.  Freeman — I  bop°  that  motion  will  nor  prevail. 
Not  that  I  do  not  believe  Gen.  Sherwin  is  win  111 
$5000.  but  I  ottered  this  ordinance  as  a  sort  of  coiu- 
proiuise  in  order  to  g  t  the  matter  settled.  I  bope 
ire  will  settle  it  befoie  we  go  borne  to-night.  It  I 
bad  the  making  of  the  -alary  I  would  make  it  $5000, 
out  I  offered  this  as  a  compromise. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13--Now  that  we  have  fixed 
the  Treasurer's  salary,  I  hope  we  shall  not  stop 
there.  I  believe  we  ought  to  raise  the  salary  of  the 
Collector,  too.  1  believe  there  is  no  harder  worked 
man  in  City  Hall  than  the  City  Collector.  I  fhall 
vote  for  the  increase. 

Mr.  WaKetteld— 1  hope  the  amendment  will  pre- 
vail. If  we  give  the  Collector  the  salary  proposed 
by  the  gentleman,  we  snail  put  it  back  where  it  was 
prior  to  ibe  retrenchment,  in  1877.  We  are  not  ask- 
ing an  increase  of  the  salary  over  what  it  has  '>een 
in  former  .fear?.  For  that  reason  I  bope  the  amend- 
ment will  prevail. 

Mr.  Laut-n — I  bope  the  amendment  will  prevail. 
I  think  Gen.  Sherwin  is  entitled  to  $5000. 

Mr.  Smith— I  move  to  amend  by  making  the  sal- 
ary of  the  Collector  $6000.  1  believe  the  Collector's 
Department  is  fully  as  responsible  as  the  Treas- 
urer's, with  a  good  deal  more  risk.  There  are  15  to 
17  Deputy  Collectors  in  the  department  who  have  a 
right  10  carry  the  money  they  collect  for  twenty-four 
hoars.  In  many  cases  it  is  impossible  lor  the  Col- 
lector to  get  at  his  actual  standing  witli  the  City  of 
Boston  for  months,  and  he  carries  u  good  deal  more 
risk  than  the  Treasurer  does.  When  those  two  de- 
partments were  divided  some  years  ago,  the  only 
reason  the  Collector's  salary  was  not  put  on  a  par 
with  the  Treasurer's  was  because  Mr.  Sherwin 
v.a-  a  new  man  just  coming  into  the  de- 
partment. The  committee  considered  that  the 
old  <leparlment  was  divided  in  the  middle,  and 
there  was  fully  as  much  responsibility  on  one 
side  as  the  other.  I  have  believed  from  the  start 
that  there  was  no  ui-position  to  increase  the  salary 
of  the  Treasurer  on  account  of  the  office,  hut  for  tbe 
individual,  and  as  that  individual  has  succeeded  in 
getting  hiu  salary,  I  hope  the  other  department  will 
get  a  salary  equally  large. 

Mr.  Huntress— I  don't  believe  that  the  members  of 
the  Council  understand  fully  the  resnonsibilities  of 
the  position  of  the  Collector  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
It  has  been  my  experience  within  24  hours  past,  to 
know  that  there  are  questions  which  come  to  tho 
City  Collector  if  tue  Ciry  of  Boston,  that  never 
could  possibly  come  to  the  city  Treasurer,  or  Audit- 
or, which  make  the  position  one  of  peculiar  re- 
sponsibilitj  and  trust.  Certain  questions  of  better- 
ments, taxes,  and  whether  or  not  a  man 
Shall  be  taxed  in  this  city,  who  has  re- 
moved to  Xahant  or  Brookline,  or  any  other  place, 
lor  the  purpose  of  evading  his  taxes— these  all 
ome  in  one  form  or  another  to  the  Collector  of 
he  City  01  Boston,  They  do  not  come  to  the 
Auditor    or    Treasurer,  but    to    the   Collector.     He 

man  who    has    to    pass    upon    these  matt  . 
Daily    from  the    Brsi   of   May  to  the  first   of  No- 
vember, is  this  nian  railed  upon  to  pass  open    those 


questions;  not  onlv  calling  upon  him  for  a  knowledge 
of  iaw,  but  for  judgment  and  business  capacity.  As 
a  person  outside  of  the  City  Government  merely, 
xvheu  we  come  to  compare  the  duty  he.  has  to 
perform,  with  the  du'y  of  Treasurer,  it  seems  to  me, 
with  al'  delerence  to  that  po-ition,  which  is  one  of 
trust,  that  it  is  a  mere  bagatelle  compared  with  what 
he,  the  Collector,  has  to  do.  If  we  increase  the 
Treasurer's  salary  to  #6000,  as  we  have  done,  and  re- 
fuse to  increase  ihat  ot  the  Collector  to  the  same 
sum,  we  are  doing  what  we  snail  be  ashamed 
of,  because  so  far  as  discretion  and  judg- 
ment, and  the  interests  of  the  City  of  Boton  go, 
there  is  no  comparison  between  the  two.  Mr.  Sher- 
win, as  Collector,  has  to  stand  oetween  the  tax-dodg- 
ing citizens  of  Boston  who  go  to  Nahant  and  otfcer 
outside  places,  as  no  ither  man  has  to  do.  We  need 
a  man  of  courage  and  strength  and  integrity  in  that 
position,  and  no  one,  that  I  have  ever  heard  of,  has 
eotnplaired  that  Gen.  Sherwin  is  not  the  model  of  a 
City  Government  officer.  If  we  are  to  give  Mr.  Tur- 
ner $0000  as  Treasurer  it  is  absurd  to  sav,  gentlemen 
of  the  Council,  that  we  should  not  give  Gen.  Suer- 
win  $6000.  His  position,  as  tar  as  responsibility  and 
judgment  go,  is  infinitely  higher,  and  of  infinitely 
more  importance  than  that  of  tl  e  Treasurer.  It  will 
be  a  disgrace  to  m  as  members  ot  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, who  have  given  this  matter  any  stuoy  whatever, 
who  have  1  joked  into  it  m  the  slight* st  way, who  know 
what  is  going  on  down  stairs  here,  to  give  Mr.  'tur- 
ner $6000,  and  then  to  vote  Gen.  Sherwin  only  $5000. 
I  sincerely  trust  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  lrom 
AVard  21  will  prevail. 

Mr.  Hart— Not  wishing  to  take  ore  word  from 
what  the  gentleman  has  said  about  lien.  Sherwin, 
for  I  believe  he  is  capable  of  doing  what  he  has 
done,  I  would  ask,  did  Gen.  Sherwin  ever 
change  a  tax  bill  in  his  life  without  going  to  the 
Asses'ors?  Did  Gen.  Sherwin  ever  change  a  figure 
on  a  tax  bill  without  going  to  the  Assessors?  I  say, 
no.  But  give  him  ah. the  credit  nc  deserves,  and  I 
say  he  doesn't  do  anything  he  hasn't  a  right  to  do. 
1  come  in  contact  with  him  almost  every  day  in  my 
life,  he  is  a  model  officer.  Tbe  accounts  in  Gen. 
Sherwin's  office  are  first  class.  His  collections  have 
never  been  so  well  as  they  are  tj-ttay.  The  per- 
centage of  taxes  not  collected  is  less,  and  I 
think  the  collections  so  far  this  vear  are 
larger  than  thev  have  ever  been  before  at  the 
same  season  of  the  year.  I  should  be  glad  to 
vote  for  $5000  for  Gen.  Sherwin.  That  is  what  he 
deserves,  and  what  he  will  be  satisfied  with. 

Mr.  Huntress— 1  never  heard  that  Gen.  Sherwin 
ever  went  to  tbe  Assessors,  and  I  don't  understand 
the  gentleman.  I  saw  Gen.  Sherwin  to-day  upon  a 
matter  of  taxes.  It  was  upon  his  own  judgment, 
which  I  afterwards  verified  by  the  law  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, an  .  found  that  he  was  right.  He  said 
nothing  about  the  Assessors.  He  took  upon  h'mself 
the  burden  of  assuming  what  should  ne  the  tax  unon 
that  estate.  I  don't  know  whatthe  gentleman  means 
by  saying  be  bus  to  go  to  the  Assessors. 

Mi.  Hart— Will  the,  gentleman  state  where  Gen. 
Sherwin  gets  bis  auchoiity  to  abate  taxts? 

Mr.  Smith—  [  think  the  gentle?  an  from  Ward  11 
refers  to  the  settlement  of  tax  titles.  1  think  be  does 
settle  them  without  going  to  the  Assessors.  There 
is  another  thing  which  makes  it  evident  that  tbe  sal- 
ary of  the  Treasurer  wis  fixed  fo>-  <m  individual,  and 
not  for  the  office,  for  every  dollar  .Mr.  Turner  re- 
ceives, except  borrowed  money,  passes  through  Mr. 
Sherwin's  office  in  small  quantities.  1  think  every- 
body will  agree  with  ine  that  it  is  a  good  deal  more 
difhcult  to  collect  money  than  it  Is  to  pay  it  out.  A 
man  who  can  collect  money  as  taithfully  as  Gen. 
Sheiwin  does  is  entitled  tons  much  pay  as'  the  man 
who  simply  pays  it  out.  If  we  are  to  fix  salaries  for 
offices  and  not  for  men.  I  beliepe  one  office  is  as  re- 
sponsible as  the  other,  and  that  isn't  putting  it  too 
strong  at  all. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bigelow  the  main  question  was 
ordered. 

The  motion  to  make  the  Collector's;  salary  $6000 
was  declared  carried.  Mr.  Greene, ugh  doubted  tbe 
vote  and  tbe  Council  was  divided,  19  for,  31  against. 
Befoie  the  result  was  declared  Mr.  Uosnosky  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  verification  of  the  vote  The 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  motion  to  make 
it  $6000  was  lost,  yea"  16,  nays  45: 

Veas— 11.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Cotton,  Devlin,  Fisk, 
Cove,  Huntress,  Lovell,  Maguire.  ,1.  A.  McLaughlin, 
P.  .1.  McLaughlin,  Means,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Rosnoskv, 
Smith,  Swan— 16.  J 

Says— Bartlett,  Beal,  Bigelow,  Boyle,  Briinbeeom, 
Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  Conned,  Cronin,  Cummings, 
Da'y,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell, 
fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Ford,  Freeman,  Grcenough, Hard- 
ing, Halt,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Lauten,  Mathews,  p.  Mor- 
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risou,  Mullctt,  Murphy,  Pope,  Powers,  Tray,  Quig- 
ley,  Teevau,  Vdes,  Wakefield,  Walsb,  Welch,  Whar- 
ton, Wheeler,  Whituaore,  Williams,  Harrison--45 

Absent  or  not  voting — Barry,  Kowkor,  Costello, 
Dana,  Denney,  T.  uohcrty,  McCoruiick,  McNamara, 
Parle  .'an,  Rogers — 10. 

Mr,  Huntress  moved  to  amend  bv  making  the  Col- 
lector's salary  $5500.  Declared  lost.  Mr.  Smith 
doubted,  the  vote  and  called  tor  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  declared  not  ordered,  7  tor,  42  against. 
The  Council  was  then  divided  on  tbe  $5500  amend- 
ment, but  before  the  re>ult  was  declared  Mr.  smith 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whitmore  raised  the  point  that  the  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  was  not  in  oraer  on  a  motion  to  order 
tbe  yeas  and  nays. 

The  President  ruled  that  the  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  was  not  in  order  on  tbe  ground  that  tbere  would 
be  no  end  to  sucb  calls,  if  they  were  allowed  to  be 
repeated  after  the  Council  had  refused  to  order  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  a  question. 

Mr.  Huntress — I  suppose  it  was  not  in  the  powpr 
of  any  one  to  know  what  the  yeas  and  nay  were  un- 
til obey  were  called  in  open  Council.  Everybody  is  li- 
able to  mistake.  We  don't  know  whether  the  tellers 
counted  the  vote.  I  do  not  suppose  we  are  bound  by 
what  they  say.  I  suppose  it  is  the  privilege  of  any 
member  to  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  at  any  time. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  ri*e  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Huntress— I  wi-b  the  gentleman  would  take 
his  seat  until  1  gef  through. 

Mr.  Whitmore — My  point  is  that  tbe  Chair  ren- 
dered a  decision  and  that  no  appeal  has  been  takec 

Mr.  H.untress-T  understand  that  no  decision  bas 
been  marie. 

The  President— The  gentleman  rora  Ward  12  has 
the  floor  f  ot  the  purpose  of  stating  his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Whitniui'e— I  understood  the  Chair  to  deckle 
that  rhe  yeas  and  nays,  were  not  called  for.  I  think 
the  notes  will  show  it. 

Mr.  Huntress— I  beg  pardon  of  the  Chair.  I  did 
not  uear  any  sucb  decision. 

The  President— The  gentleman's  point  is  well 
taken.    The  Chair  rendered  sucb  a  decision. 

Mr.  Huntress — 1  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  Wheeler— 1  move  an  amendmeut 

The  President— That  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Whealer— I  don't  understand  that  the  appeal 
has  been  seconded.  I  rose  before  the  appeal  was 
seconded. 

Mr.  Lauten  -1  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the  ap- 
peal has  not  been  secouderi. 

The  President: — The  point  is  well  taken. 

Mr.  Gove— 1  second  the  appeal. 

Mr.  Rosnosky— How  can  a  man  second  an  appeal 
when  tne  gentleman  got  the  floor  to  mane  an  amend- 
ment and  was  recoguized  by  tbe  Chair? 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  move  to  amend 

Mr.Rosno-Ky — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  We  are 
solving  tne  doubt  and  an  amendment  is  not  in  order. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  rule  tae  amend- 
ment out  of  order.  The  question  before  tbe  Council 
is  on  solving  tbe  doubt  as  to  whether  the  motion  to 
amend  by  making  the  amount  $5500  was  carried  or 
not. 

The  Council  was  divided,  11  for,  42  against,  and 
the  amendment  was  declared  lost.  Mr.  Gove  moved 
that  the  vote  be  verified  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Is  not  this  the  same  question  upon 
which  tbe  yeas  and  nays  wore  refused  amoinentago? 

The  Presideut— It  is. 

Mr.  Whitmore— 1  raise  the  point  that  the  question 
ou  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays  cannot  be  taken  again 
uniil  some  other  business  has  intervened. 

Mr.  Gove— Do  I  understand  the  Chair  to  rule  my 
motion  out  of  order? 

The  Presi  lent— The  Clair  thinks  that  is  the  ques- 
tion which  the  Council  bas  sustained. 

Mr.  Gave— Then  I  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  Huntress— I  second  tbe  appeal. 

The  President— The  geulleman  from  Ward  1  asks 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  to  be  taken  to  verify  the  vote 
just  taken  by  a  standing  vote.  The  point  being 
raised  tue  Chair  decides  that  that  is  tbe  same  ques- 
tion which  has  already  been  passed  upon  by  the 
Council,  that  it  would  be  a  verification  by  veas  aud 
nays,  if  ordered,  of  a  vote  which  the  Council  has  al- 
ready lefused  to  verify  by  yeas  and  nays.  From 
that  decision  of  tue  Chair  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  I  nas  apooded,  and  the  appeal  is  seconded. 
The  question  is,  Shall  th'i  decision  of  the  Chair  stand 
as  the  decision  oi  tbe  Council? 

Mr.  Gove— The  Council  has  just  voted  on  tbe  mo- 
tion as  put  bv  the  President,  as  to  whether  or  not 
the  salary  of  tha  City  Collector  should  he  $5500  per 
vear.    Tnat  vote  was  taken  by  viva  voce  vote.    Then 


that  was  doubted,  and  it  was  taken  by  a  rising  vote, 
and  I  now  ask  under  the  rule  that  it  be  taken  by  a 
yea  and  nay  vute — :o  be  verified  by  a  yea  and  nay 
vote.  It  seems  to  ine  it  I  am  not  in  order,  then  the 
vote  that  ha?  just  been  taken  ougbt  not  to  have  been 
put  by  the  Chair,  for  tbere  was  nothing  before  the 
Council. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Perhaps,  if  I  recollect  aright,  the 
gentleman  has  hardly  stated  it  propeny.  WheD  a 
vote  is  taken  by  voices  it  is  customary  to  have  it 
verified,  and  that  is  done  by  rising  or  counting  the 
votes,  or  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote.  In  either  way 
the  vote  is  vended.  Now,  if  I  remember  rightly, 
after  the  vote  was  taken  by  voices  around  tbe 
room,  tben  a  gentleman  moved  to  take  ayeaand  nay 
vote,  requiring  one-fifth  of  the  members  present  aud 
voting.  The  members  didn't  seem  to  be  in  such  a 
mood.  Consequently  the  yeas  aud  nays  being  re- 
fused, the  vote  was  taken  by  rising.  Now  the  Chair 
has  very  wisely  ruled,  I  think,  ana  I  hope  the  Chair 
will  be  sustained. 

Mr.  Hunt  toss— it  seems  to  me  that  after  all  this 
had  taken  place,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  bas 
stated,  it  was  again  taken  by  a  rising  vote,  and  that 
questi  in  is  now  in  doubt.  'Tin-  same  question  has 
been  taken  twice,  at d  the  >ame  questiou  comes  up. 
It  see...s  to  me  that  tbe  position  of  thj  gentleman 
from  Ward  1  is  unassailable  If  there  are  not 
enough  to  call  for  tbe  yeas  and  nays,  that  defeats  it. 
Tbe  Chair  puts  tbe  question  a  secund  time,  and  that 
decision  has  been  doubted.  Now  tbe  gentleman 
again  calls  for  a  verification  by  yeas  and  nay  . 

Mr.  Sniitn — I  think  I  was  in  order  in  asking  for 
the  yeas  and  nays.  I  doubted  the  vote,  and  wnen  a 
division  was  called  for,  I  asked  tbat  -he  vote  might 
b»  verified  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote.  Now  I  think  that 
under  the  rule  I  was  correct.  1  suppo-ed  tbat  after 
the  announcement  of  any  vote,  auy  member  may 
move  for  a  verification  of  that  vote  as  well  as  any 
other  vote. 

Tbe  President— Tbe  gentlem  in  from  Ward  21  is 
not  in  order  in  discussing  that  question.  This  is  an- 
other question.  The  question  now  is,  Shall  tbe  Chair 
be  sustained? 

Mr.  Bigelow  moved  the  prepiaus  question. 

Mr.  Huntress — I  hope  the  previous  question  will 
not  prevail.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  not  parliamentary. 
There  is  a  questiou  before  the  house  which  has  been 
passed  upon  by  a  rising  vote,  which  is  doubted.  I 
don't  understand  how  it  is  possible  for  anv  member 
to  doubt  the  propriety  of  any  member  ot  this  Coun- 
cil asking  for  a  verification  bv  yeas  and  nays,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  1  bas  done. 

Thfi  President — The  Chair  will  state  tne  reasons  for 
his  decision.  He  regrets  that  so  nuicb  time  bas  been 
taken  upon  so  small  a  point,  as  it  is  a  verv  simple 
and  plain  question,  when  once  grasped.  The  motion 
to  amend  was  put  to  the  Council  and  declared  by  tbe 
Chair,  the  vote  was  doubted,  and  at  the  same  time  the 
vote  was  doubted  there  was  a  call  for  tbe  yeas  and 
nays.  The  question  on  ordering  the  yeas  and 
nays  was  put  to  the  Council  and  was  lost, 
the  Council  deciding  that,  the  yeas  and  na\s 
should  not  be  ordered  ou  solving  tbat  doubt. 
Thereupon  the  Chair  put  the  question  agaiu  'o 
solve  the  doubt  by  a  rNiug  vote,  instead  of  a  vote 
bv  voices,  and  after  that  vote  was  taken  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  1  again  moved— no  other  business, 
having  intervened,  aud 'he  same  question  being  be- 
fore tne  Council — tbat  the  vote  be  verified  by  yeas 
and  nays,  an  iuaaneniate  repetition  of  the  motion 
which  the  Council  had  just  before  refused  to  enter- 
tain; and  the  Chair  is  clearly  of  opinion  that  tbat 
motion  is  not  in  order,  and  bas  so  decided.  The 
question  is,  Shall  the  decisiou  of  tbe  Chair  staud  as 
the  decision  ot  the  Council? 

The  decision  of  the  Csair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  Smith  moveu  to  adjourn,  but  withdrew  it  upon 
request  of  several  members. 

The  question  then  came  up  on  making  tbe  Col- 
lector's salary  $5000. 

Mr.  Rosno-ky— I  move  to  lay  upon  the  table  until 
the  next  meeting,  for  tne  reason  that  I  wish  to  give 
tbe  Collector  an  opportunitv  to  see  some  members 
of  the  City  Council  to  have  them  pledged  to  him 
that  they  will  vote  for  a  higher  salary.  Tbe  City 
Collector  had  no  opportunitv  as  the  Treasurer  had, 
to  wait  unoi  members  of  the  Council.  He  wasn't 
aware  this  question  would  come  up  to-night,  asking 
us  to  give  him  a  higher  salary.  As  long  a-  it  has 
come  up  this  evening,  I  hop"  we  will  give  the  Collec- 
tor an  opportunity  to  wait  upon  the  members  of  the 
Cnunoil— nerbaps  not  upon  them  himself,  personally, 
but  give  his  nearest  friend*  a  chance  to  see  them  be- 
ween  now  and  the  next  moating.  Thanksgiving  ;s 
coming,  and  they  wi''  ad  be  at  home,  and  it  will 
give  him  an  opportunity  to  send  to  their  house'  to 
get  them  to   vote   bim  a  higher  salary.    Now,   Mr. 
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President,  _\uu  see  t lie  members  who  having  been 
voting  for  a  high  salary  for  the  Treasurer,  are 
voting  against  increasing  the  collector's  salarv.  It 
wi-  were  to  try  to  place  ft  at  sio,('Oi>  Hiey  would  vote 
for  it,  and  tuej  would  go  lor  the  highest  salary  they 
could  give  to  ilr.  Turner. 

The  President — The  question  is  upon  laying  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  Kosnosky— I  am  tiot  in  a  hurry.  1  aui  only 
speaking  upon  tue  question  that  we  shall  give  the 
gentleman  an  opportunity  to  see  the  Luembrrs.  An 
opportunity  waa  given  to  the  Treasurer,  and  I  ihink 
tin-'  Collector  should  have  the  same  opportunity. 

Mr.  Smith— Would  it  be  in  order  to  aujeuo  tuat? 

The  President— No  amendment  is  in  order  now. 

Mr  Smith— I  hope  that  motion  will  not  prevail.  If 
it  does  not  I  shall  move  that  this  be  referred  to  a 
special  committee,  to  investigate  and  report  what 
sum  ie  necessary,  whether  the  duties  of  the  Collector 
are  equal  to  those  of  the  Treasurer,  or  not,  and  what 
will  be  a  fair  salary  for  the  two  offices  as  compared 
with  ilieir  duties.  I  .-uppose  the  object  of  the  bill  is 
to  mal.e  all  salaries  equitable.  It  is  no  mo'e  than 
fair  that  this  department  should  be  investigated  and 
a  coujinif'ce  report  what  i"  a  lair  saiary. 

Ml .  Hart  called  for  the  previous  question. 

The  President— That  is  noi.  in  oroer. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost. 

Mr.  Hart  moved  the  previous  Question. 

Mr.  Smith — I  hope  the  previous  question  will  not 
be  put.  I-desire  to  offer  an  amendment,  and  I  think 
I  can  give  good  reasons  for  offering  it. 

Mr.  Huntress — I  trust  the  mam  question  will  not 
be  ordered.  We  have  been  discussing  the  salary  of 
me  City  Treasurer  for  the  last  six  mouths,  and  I 
think  not  one  word  lias  been  said  before  to-nignt  re- 
garding the  position  of  Collector.  I  don't  think  we 
Otiebt  to  force  tin*  question  upon  the  house  to-night. 
1  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  there  are  not  five 
Dbeie  of  this  Council  who  have  the  slightest 
knowledge  of  the  duties  of  the  office  of  Citv Col- 
lector, although  they  may  be  conversant  with  the 
duties  of  Treasurer.  I  don't  believe  hve  members  of 
tins  body  have  the  slightest  conception  of  the  duties 
of  Gen.  Snerwin;  although  they  may  laugh  and 
humph,  and  pretend  to  'snow  what  the  duties  of  the 
i'rei-urer  are,  I  don't  believe  they  know  what  the 
duties  of  the  City  Collector  are.  It  we  have  been 
wasting  six  months  in  order  to  find  out  what  the 
duties  ot  Mr.  Turner  are,  I  think  we  ought  to  take  a 
short  time  to  find  out  what  the  duties  of  Gen.  Sher- 
win  are. 

Mr.  Wbitniore— 1  hope  we  shall  order  the  previous 
question,  because  no  one  can  be  enlightened  on  ibis 
Bubjeet  except  by  the  process  of  voting.  If  we  don't 
agree  upon  this  sum  let  us  try  another.  That  was 
promibed  by  the  other  side  that  it  should  he  done. 

Mr.  Brown— I  hope  the  previous  question  wili  be 
pui.  I  believe  SoOUO  is  the  proper  salary  for  Gen. 
Sherwin.  I  believe  all  the  sums  above  that  have  not 
been  suggested  sincerely.  That  has  been  my  judg- 
ment of  'he  whole  matter. 

Mr.  Lauten— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Huntress— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Brown — I  have  the  floor,  and  I  move 

The  President— Gentlemen  will  preserve  order. 

Mr.  Lauten — My  point  of  order  is  that  no  debate  is 
in  order  when  the  previous  question  is  called. 

Mr.  Brown— 1  am  stating  reasons  why  the  previous 
question  shall  be  called. 

The  President — Gentlemen  will  please  preserve 
order.  The  point  of  the  gentleman  trom  Ward  14  is 
not  well  taken. 

Mr.  i)roH  o  —  All  I  have  to  say  is  that  the  salary  of 
(6000  is  just  right. 

Mr.  Huntress— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  President— The  gentleman  from  Ward  11  will 
State  his  point  ot  order. 

Mr.  Smith — I  hope  that  the  previous  question  will 
not  be  put.  Now  that  this  good  old  man,  who  has 
been  pictured  to  us  bv  the  gentleman  from  Ward  23, 
has  trodden  upon  us,  it  seems  to  me  this  Council  is 
determined  to  be  a  low-salaried  body.  I  think  I  can 
ibow  that  it  will  be  good  to  refer  this  to  a  commit- 
tee to  inquire  into  this  case. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

1  he  amendment  ot  Mr.  Swan  to  make  the  Collec- 
tor's salary  35000  was  adopted.  Mr.  Hart  moved  a 
reconsideration.     Lost. 

The  ordinance  as  amended  was  ordered  to  a  second 
reading,  and  Mr.  Freeman  moved  that  the  rule  be 
i'd  that  the  ordinance  be  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage, the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  wa*  declared 
oarried. 

I  he  ordinance  was  read   a  second   time  and   put 

upOU  its  |li.-- 

Mr.  .Maguire— Do  I  understand  the  Chair  to  rule 
that  two-tflirds  voted  to  suspend  the  rule? 


The  President— The  Chair  did  so  rule. 

Mr.  Maguire — I  shall  doubt  that  vote. 

The  President — The  Chair  thinks  it  is  too  late  now. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten  the  main  question  was 
ordered. 

The  ordinance  as  amended  was  passed.  Mr.  Free- 
man moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

Severally  sent  up. 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wbitniore,  the 
Council  took  up  the  special  assignment  for  8.35  P. 
M.,  viz: 

Orders  establishing  the  salaries  of  the  Harbor 
Master  and  other  officers  whose  salaries  cannot  be 
fixed  by  ordinance ;  and  authorizing  the  City  Treas- 
urer to  accept  the  office  ot  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking 
Funds.     (Citv  Doe.  122.) 

The  Council  concurred  in  the  passage  of  the  order, 
with  the  amendments  of  the  other  branch. 

THANKSGIVING. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  cf  Ward  8  offered  an  order— That 
all  employees  of  the  city  whose  services  are  not.  in- 
dispensable be  allowed  a  holiday  on  Thanksgiving 
without  loss  of  pay.  Passed.  Mr.  Fitzpatrick 
moved  to  reconsider.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  offered  an  order— That  the  City 
Treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  the  several  city  labor- 
ers on  the  day  preceding  Thanksgiving  day  instead 
of  on  the  regular  pay  day.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13  offered  an  order— That  when 
this  Council  adjourn  it,  be  to  meet  in  two  weeks  fiom 
this  date  at  7.30  o'clock  P.  M. 

Laid  on  the  lable  until  some  other  business  was 
disposed  of,  and  then  it  was  taken  up  and  pass;d, 
after  amendments  to  adjourn  to  Friday  evening  of 
next  week  and  the  Monday  following  had  oeen  re- 
jected. 

THE  DEAN  SCHOOLHOtJSE. 

Mr.  Fiizpatrick  of  Ward  8  offered  an  order- 
That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be  request- 
ed to  examine  the  Dean  Primary  Schoolhouse  on 
Willi  strett,  and  report  to  the  City  Council  whether 
better  accommodations  should  not  be  provided  for 
the  scholars  in  that  district. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick— The  reasons  for  offering  the  or- 
der are  that  last  year  about  this  ituie  the  Board  of 
Health  ordered  the  premises  vacated  on  account  of 
bail  drainage  and  ventilation.  Within  a  few  days 
the  premise:  have  been  vacated  again. 

On  notion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  the  order  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  Mr. 
Fitzpatrick  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

A   1'EKSONAl  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  Pope,  of  Ward  9,  offered  the  following: 

Whereas  it  appears  on  page  53fc  of  the  official  re- 
port ot  the  proceedings  of  the  City  Council  of  the 
present  year  that  Common  Councilman  James  W. 
Pope  presented  five  orders,  when  the  fact  is  that  he 
presented  but  the  first  three  of  the  same,  other 
members  offering  the  orders  regarding  a  lunch  and 
the  police  helmets,  therefore,  be  it 

Ordered,  That  the  official  reporter  be  requested  to 
cause  a  correction  of  this  mistake  to  be  fully  set 
forth  in  Ins  report  of  the  proceeding  ot  this  meet- 
ing. 

Mr.  Pone— On  the  14th  day  of  July  an  order  was 
passed  in  this  Council,  introduced  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  21,  that  the  Council  take  an  excursion  to 
Saratoga.  That  order  passed.  Two  weeks  later  I 
introduced  an  order  that  the  first  order  be  rescinded 
and  that  so  much  of  the  order  as  specified  that  the 
members  ot  the  Council  should  pay  their  bills  indi- 
vidually—that the  expenses  of  those  who  attended 
should  be  borne  and  paid  from  the  contingent  fund. 
Ivow,  in  the  meantime,  that  is  to  say  from  the  14th  to 
the  28th  of  July,  a  certain  member  of  this  Council 
and  myself  got  up  an  order.  I  am  not  going  to  call 
names,  because  that  would  be  bad  faith.  That  mem- 
ber and  myself  got  up  this  order,  thinking  if  was  no 
more  than  right  that  the  Council  should  have  an  ex- 
cursion. In  the  meantime  1  weut  around  and 
saw  several  members  who  promised  to  vote 
for  that  order,  enough  to  pass  it,  about  tony  in 
number.  On  the  28th  of  July  I  offered  that  order, 
and 

Mr.  Rosnosky— Will  the  Chair  be  kind  enough  to 
ask  the  gentlemen  to  preserve  order? 

The  President— Members  will  preserve  order. 

Mr.  Pope— At  the  time  I  presented  that  order  I 
presented  Borne  statistics  of  previous  years  showing 
that  the  order  I  introduced  was  not  a  novel  order, 
was  not  something  unheal d  of  in  previous  years.  I 
find  in  the  official  report  that  something  was  done 
which  I  have  found  in  no  other  instance.  I  intro- 
duced the  order,  followed  it  with  remarks  and  sta- 
tistics. Not  a  word  that  I  said  was  recorded— not  a 
figure  was  recorded.    I  wish  to  read  to-night  from 
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the  Auditor's  reports  tor  the  last  12  years,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, the  stntistics  showing  the  precedents  tor  the 
order  I  Intro  iueed  on  the  28td  of  July  of  this  year.  I 
commence  with  1859-60.  I  rind  here  steamboat  ex- 
cursion  

Mr.  Devlin — I  would  ask  it  the  gcutleman  would 
consent  to  have  this  priuted. 

Mr.  Pope — I  am  not,  going  to  read  the  whole  book. 
I  find  the  steamboat  excursion  cost,  the  City  of  Bos- 
tou  $3349.58.  A  delegation  was  aopointed  from  the 
City  Council  to  go  to  Brooklyn  Water  WorKs,  which 
cost  $1413.75.  I  rind  the  expense  ot  the  annual  visit 
to  the  quarantine  establishment  and  islands  in  the 
harbor,  entertainment  of  other  members  of  the  City 
Government  and  strangers;  members  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  Port  Physician  Board  of  Baltimore, 
$2336.97  We  pass  on  to  the  year  I860,  and  I  find 
there 

Mr.  Hart— I  move  the  gentleman  have  the  privi- 
lege of  printing  his  speech.  We  will  all  relish  it 
better  to  read  it  than  we  will  to  ne»r  it. 

The  President — Does  the  gentleman  give  way  for 
that  motion  to  be  put? 

'  Mr.  Pope — I  will  continue,  Mr.  President,  ir  I  am 
in  order. 

Mr.  Hart— I  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Pope— 1  find  in  tne  Auditor's  report  of  1861, 
for  the  entertainment  of  the  Prince  ot  Wales,  $11,- 
926.46,  and  we  rind  some  on  the  other  side  which 
makes  it  $13,300.01.  I  and  also  the  expense  of  tne 
annual  visit  of  the  City  Government  to  the  quaran 
tine  establishment,  expenses  of  members  and  past 
members,  $6253.45.  The  quarantine  convention  that 
year  cost  $4909.38.  I  find  in  the  Auditor's  re- 
port of  1862-63,  Mr.  President,  the  annual 
visit  to  thj  quarantine  establishment,  $10,064.76. 
I  find  that  in  1864,  the  annual  excursion  of  the 
City  Government  and  invited  guests,  to  this  quaran- 
tine establishment,  and  islands  in  the  harbor, 
entertainment  of  members  of  other  city  govern- 
ments, and  visiting  strangers,  special  committees  to 
other  cities  and  towns  on  official  business,  $9069.05. 
You  will  observe,  Mr.  President  and  gentlemen,  tnat 
in  tuose  days  all  that  was  necessary  was  that  a  man 
had  been  a  member  of  the  City  Government  since 
the  incorporation  of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  he  was 
invifed  to  these  dinners.  1  rind  thai  in  tne  report  of 
1864-65,  the  visit  to  the  quarantine  establishment  and 
the  harbor  excursion  cost  $1088.08.  Visit,  of  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Government  to  other  cities  and 
towns  on  official  business,  entertainment  of  visitors 
from  other  cities,  $3000.  I  find  that  in  the  report  of 
1865,  reception  of  delegates  from  'he  Western  Boards 
of  Trade,  expenses  incurred  in  that  reception,  cost 
the  City  of  Boston  $7925.20.  Also  that  year, 
f or  the  entertai  nment  of  the  National  Medical  As- 
sociation, $6071.48.  I  And  in  the  report  of  1866-67,har- 
bor  excursiou,  expense  of  annual  steamboat  excur- 
sion by  vote  of  the  City  Couuoil,  $2141.12.  I  find  in 
the  report  of  1867-68,  the  commercial  convention  en- 
tertainment cost  the  City  of  Boston  $6675.47.  Har- 
bor excursion,  expense  of  annual  steamboat  excur- 
sion of  tne  City  Council,  and  also  the  several  depart- 
ments, in  the  harbor,  by  vote  of  the  City  Council, 
cost  $2440.50.  Annual  steamboat  excursion  for  the 
City  Council,  by  order  of  the  City  Council,  $1682.25. 
I  find  tnat  in  1869-70  the  annual  steamboat  excursion 
tor  the  CityCouncil  down  the  harbor  cost  $3761.55. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — I  ask  that  the  City  Messenger  be 
instructed  to  stop  members  from  going  across  the 
floor  and  making  a  noise  while  the  gentleman  is 
speaking.  I  claim  that  this  member,  as  long  as  he  is 
not  out  of  order,  is  entitled  to  all  the  courtesy  that 
should  be  shown  to  auy  member,  no  matter  what 
color,  race  or  creed  he  may  be. 

Mr.  Pope— I  rind  that  in  1871  the  annual  excursion 
to  Rocky  Point  cost  $3b42.62.  The  same  year  the 
City  Council  appropriated  $2003  for  the  School  Com- 
mittee, but  they  were  mod  staodsoeut  only  $1031.60. 
I  offer  this  order,  Mr.  President,  for  the  reason  that 
a  circular  was  distributed  in  my  ward,  having  in  it 
reports  aud  orders  which  I  never  introduced  in  this 
Council.  In  that  report  there  were  no  remarks  and 
no  statistics  that  [  put  forth  on  the  night  of  the  28th 
of  July.  Tuis  circular  which  was  distributed  over 
my  ward 

'Che  President— The  gentleman's  time  has  expired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman,  Mr.  Pope's  time  was 
extended. 

Mr.  Pope— This  circular,  which  was  sent  over  my 
ward,  contained  an  order  introduced  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12  about  11  o'clock.  Tnrough  some 
misapprehension  the  reporter  got  it  in  uuder  my 
name  and  it  was  charged  to  me.  The  proceedings 
will  show  what  1  say  to  be  true.  I  do  this,  Mr. 
President,  to  show  what  in  justice  has  been  done 
me.'  It  was  put  there  by  mistake  of  the  re- 
porter,   not    intentionally,    out    by    mistake,    and 


I  can  attribute  it  to  no  other  reason  except 
that  he  had  to  sit  up  all  tight,  and  probabiy 
he  was  drowsv,  and  probably  when  he  awoke 
he  would  wrile  what  he  thought.  You  see  there 
are  two  orders  on  the  circular  attributed  to  me, 
which  I  never  introduced.  I  never  introduced 
a  lunch  order  in  this  Council  in  my  life.  I  never  spoke 
a  word  in  the  Council  upon  the  helmets  of  thepolioe. 
It  is  very  necessary  if  a  member  is  quoted  at  all,  that 
he  should  be  quoted  correctly.  I  have  a  book  here 
on  thiB  desk  which  says  there  is  no  God.  If  vou 
didn't  know  what  book  it  was  you  would  take  it  to 
be  the  work  of  Voltaire,  or  some  other  infioel.  But 
the  book  say,  The  tool  haih  said  in  his  heart,  there 
is  no  God.  That  alters  it  altogether.  When  I  tell 
you  it  is  the  tioly  Bible  that  I  refer  to,  it  alters  the 
circumstances.  So  if  my  remarks  had  been  put  in 
with  the  order,  and  they  ban  been  circulated  in  the 
ward  agains,  me,  the  case  would  not  be  as  it  is  among 
the  voters  of  Ward  9.  But  there  was  a  lunch  order 
put  in  which  I  never  offered  in  this  Council,  and 
which  I  had  nothing  to  do  with.  Tne  fiieuds  of  the 
Police  Commissioners  used  their  influence  against 
me  because  tbey  say  [  was  interfering  with  them, 
when  I  never  spoke  a  word  about  the  police 
helmet?.  Another  question  very  material,  is, 
how  that  order  was  passed  to  a  second  readiug 
that  night.  Did  my  one  vote  do  that?  How  is  It, 
that  when  the  motion  was  made  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone my  order,  th  it  that  wasn't  carried?  Thar  was 
voted  down.  All  these  gentlemeu  passed  it  to  a 
second  reading.  As  Disraeli  says,  it  is  the  great  un- 
known, and  they  are  to  be  dreaded  more  tnan  those 
who  appear.  The  orders  were  passed  to  a  second 
reading.  My  lone  vote  didn't  do  that.  It  was  the 
intention  of  this  ''ouncil  that  night  that  that  order 
should  pass,  and  it  was  only  prevented  by  a  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  ard  I  appeal  to  you,  Mr.  President, 
andgentlemen  of  the  Conncii,  that  this  record  ought 
to  be  corrected.  I  had  maae  up  my  mind  not  to  say 
anything  about  it  until  alter  the  city  electiou,  for 
fear  it  might  be  thought  I  was  sp  eaking  for  a  re- 
nomination.  But  my  friends  asked  me  to  make  this 
explanation  to  the  Council  and  the  citizens.  Thar,  is 
ti  say,  I  did  not  offer  the  lunch  order  or  the 
order  about  the  police  helmets.  Another  charge 
was  that  I  voted  for  the  laborers  to  have 
their  pay  raised  from  $1.75  to  $2  a  day. 
I  never  was  solicited  upon  that  order.  Every  time 
I  voted  I  have  voted  as  I  thought  best.  I  never 
have  been  solicited  except  upon  one  matter,  and  that 
was  the  City  Solicitor.  Had  this  matter  been  known 
ou  election  rtaj ,  about  the  junketing  orders,  th  re- 
sult on  election  day  might  have  been  different,  but 
the  record  shows  them  there.  Tne  charge  was 
made  that  I  voted  to  accept  the  Land  League's  invi- 
tation to  Faneuil  Hall.  If  I  had  an  opportunity  to 
do  that  I  should  do  it  again  to-night,  if  it  cost 
me  my  position.  Wherever  men  are  gathered 
together  and  contending  for  their  rights  which 
they  are  deprived  of,  I  can  oe  counted  on.  If 
I  am  to  obtain  any  position  by  joining  the  op- 
pressors of  the  oppressed  I  never  shall  have  a  posi- 
tion. That  urguinent  was  not  used  in  the  poorer 
part  of  the  ward,  but  in  the  part  where  money 
prevails.  1  ask  that  the  record  be  corrected  and  the 
people  of  Boston  made  to  know  that  the  order  I  in- 
troduced here  is  not  a  novel  idea,  but  it  is  some- 
thing which  has  been  voted  for  the  last  20  years,  and 
if  there  is  anything  novel  in  it  it  is  the  smallest 
amount  ever  asked  for  au  excursion.  I  stated  when 
I  offered  the  order  that  we  came  here  gratis,  and  do 
not  charge  the  people  anything.  But  I  said  I  did 
not  believe  I  represented  a  ward  who  would  object 
to  their  representatives  takiug  au  excursion  once  a 
year,  at  a  reasonable  sum,  and  also  I  said  I  didn't  be- 
lieve the  citizens  of  the  city  would  object.  I  also  said 
that  while  the  Council  were  away  at  Saratoga,  and 
bridges  and  parks  were  under  consideration,  they 
might  inspect  bridges  andlparks,  and  there  might  be 
a  vast  saving  of  money.  If  the  Council  had  visited 
Saratoga  one  time,  we  might  hive  saved  She  city 
fifty  thousand  dollars.  If  that  had  appeared 
in  the  record  there  might  have  been  a  far 
different  state  of  things.  Every  remark  I  made 
upon  that  occasion  .was  left  out — something  I 
hove  never  seen  or  heard  of  in  the  proceedinas  of 
this  Council.  The  people  of  the  Ward  think  I  have 
encouraged  something  new  in  the  Council.  They  say 
here  is  a  man  who  has  inaugurated  junketing.  They 
never  heard  of  such  a  thing.  I  ask  that  the  record  be 
placed  right,  for  it  bears  me  out  iu  everything  I  have 
said.  The  orders  offered  by  Mr.  Whitmore  and  Mr. 
Mathews  were  put  uoon  me,  making  five  orders, 
when  virtually  I  offered  but  one,  and  1  ask  that  the 
whole  be  corrected,  and  that  nothing  appear  upon 
the  record  except  what  I  offered.  To  show  my  good 
faith  1  ask  you  to  get  the  order  I  offered.    1  think 
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the  Clerk  has  it.  I  thank  the  gentlemen  an:!  the 
Council  for  the  kindness  they  have  shown  to  me. 

Mr.  Rosuosky— it  is  astonishing  to  mc  the  gentle- 
mau  from  Wind  it  hadn't  got  what  the  Committee  on 
Mystic  Sewer  d)cl,  which  spent  $5000  for  junketi-jg, 
and  that  they  didn't  put  it  upcn  Hie  gentleman  trom 
Ward  9.  If  .hey  hud  known  ,t  that,  they  ought  to 
have  put  down  the  amount  of  money  the  committee 
spent  fox  that.  Then  there  was  an  order  from  the 
gentleman  lrom  Ward  9  to  go  to  Washington,  witli 
some  six  or  eiuht  members  of  the  government,  and 
the  amount  mu>t  have  been  no  less  than  $900,  and 
they  ought  to  have  taken  all  this  ami  allowed  it  to 
go  unot,  toe  same  progran  me  with  the  gentleman.  I 
am  not  posted  up  in  ir,  hut  ?t  the  next  meeting  I 
snail  have  the  exact  amount  of  the  Mystic  Sewer 
Committee,  and  the  special  committee  to  go  to 
Washington,  wba'  the;  spent  for  Junketing.  I  hope 
this  order  will  prevail. 

The  order  was  passed. 

PROPOSED  CONDUIT  ACROSS  UK  AROUND  FARM 
POND. 
Mr.  GreenooKh  of  Ward  9  offered  an  order — That 
the  City  Engineer  be  instructed  to  report  to  the 
Common  Council  the  expeuse  and  time  required  to 
construct  a  conduit  across  or  around  Farm  Pond. 
Passed.    Sent  up. 

CLEANSING    THE    SUDBURY   RIVER    BASINS. 

Mr.  Greenough  offered  an  order — That  the  City 
Engineer,  under  the  direction  of  the  Water  Hoard, 
be  instructed,  tc  cleanse  the  hasins  ou  the  Sudhury 
River  of  loam  or  such  other  substances  as  in  his 
opinion  are  iujui  ious  to  the  water  so  far  as  it  shall  he 
possible  to  do  so  without  interfering  with  a  proper 
supply,  the  expense,  not  exceeding  tifty  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the  revenue  derived  from 
water  rales. 

Mr.  Rosuosky — There  are  fifty  thousand  dollars  ap- 
propriated for  Basin  No.  f,  to  remove  tne  loam  from 
tha  ,  and  I  don't  see  why  the  gentleman  from  Ward 

9  should  come  in  here  and  ask  tor  fifty  thousand 
more. 

Mr.  Creenougb— I  drew  that  order  to  offer  as 
a  substitute  for  the  order  which  came  from 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  was  passed  by 
them,  in  which  tney  directed  the  Water  Board 
to  cleanse  the  storage  basins  and  remove  all 
the  material  tending  to  pollute  them.  The  chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  executed  a  war 
dance  over  the  prostrate  bodies  of  the  Water  Board 
ana  Water  Committee,  in  which  he  accused  us  of 
various  things  for  which  we  are  not  responsible. 
The  AHerineo  passed  this  order  to  cleanse 
out  the  basins,  and  didn't  give  the  Water 
Board  any  money  to  do  it  with.  The  order  was 
thirelore'entirely  ineffectual.  I  had  intended  to 
offer  this  order  as  a  substitute  for  th3  Alderman's 
order.  If  after  receiving  the  report  of  the  expert, 
the  City  Council  desire  to  clean  out  those  basins, 
there  is  money  to  do  it  with.  It  is  not  probable  it 
can  be  done  this  whiter ,but  he  can  take  off  some  of  it, 
and  it  can  be  Charged  to  the  Cochituate  department . 
it  they  are  short  it  can  be  made  up  next  spring. 
There  seems  to  be  a  demand  on  the  part  of  the  pun- 
lie  to  take  every  impurity  from  those  basins.  If  we 
wait  two  weeks  those  ba-ins  may  fill  up  again.  I 
think  we  had  better  pass  the  order  to-night,  and  let 
the  Engineer  cleanse  the  basin  as  far  as  he  can. 

Mr.  Rosuosky— I  should  prefer  to  have  tue  matter 
lay  upon  the  table  until  next  meeting,  and  then  Hie 
committee  can  report.  As  the  gentleman  states,  an 
order  came  from  "the  Board  of  Aldermen,  but  thin 
order  came  from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  and 
not  from  the  Committee  on  Water.  1  therefore 
move  to  specially  assign  to  the  next  meeting  at  8% 
o'clock  P.  M. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost,  8  for,  22  against,  and 
the  question  was  announced  to  be  upon  the  passage 
ut  the  order. 

Mr.  Rosuosky  called  for  a  roll-call  as  a  quorum 
had  not  voted. 

The  President— The  Chair  thinks  there  is  a  quorum 
present. 

Mr.  Rosuosky— I  call  the  attention  of  the  Chan  to 
the  fact  tnat  a  quorum  has  not  voted. 

T lie  President  put  the  question  upon  ordering  a 
roll-call  and  the  Council  declined  to  order  it. 

Mr.  Whitmorc — I  made  no  objection,  but  I  think 
the  gentleman  trout  Warn  10 is  corrtct  in  the  line  of 
his  dutv  when  he  called  the  attention  of  the  Chair 
not  to  the  fact  that  a  quorum  was  not  present,  but 
to  the  fact  that  there  was  not  a  quorum  voting.  I 
move  in  the  matter  now  because  I  think  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  in  cutting  off  the  gentleman  from  Ward 

10  could  not  be  sustained  as  long  as  the 
present    rule     stands     oa     the     book.      It 


to  me  the  rule  is  senseless  and  useless,  but  as 
long  as  it  stands  there  rhe  question  has  been 
sett"  ed  by  the  Council  in  atlvunce.  Wheu  there 
is  no  quorum  present,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Chair  to  declare  the  Council  adjourned  for  want 
of  a  quorum.  It  seems  to  me  that  wLen  the  ques- 
tion is  raised  that  there  is  not  a  quorum  voting,  the 
Council  must  he  declared  aojourned.  At  the  last 
meeting  the  rule  was  jumped  ovi  r,  but  it  was  a  great 
breach  of  the  rules.  It  we  don't  want  the  rule,  let 
u*  repeal  it.  I,  for  one,  dont  t  believe  in  it.  A  vote 
was  taken,  and  there  was  less  tlnn  a  quorum  voting, 
ami  the  gentleman  from  Ward  Hi  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Chair  to  the  fact  that  there  was  no  quo- 
rum present,  as  shown  by  the  division  of  the  house, 
and  then  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  declare  thv 
Council  adjourned.  It  is  very  inconvenient  to  have 
roli  calls  so  long  as  we  don't  ku.nv  and  don't  care 
whether  there  is  a  quorum  present.  But  it  strikes 
me  this  is  one  of  those  occasions  when  it  ought  to  be 
changed.  I  ask  that  the  Chair  insist  upon  having 
the  iol!  called,  because  it  is  a  duty  imposed  upon  the 
Chair,  after  the  consultation  of  last  year,  and  the 
Chair  cannot  avoid   the  responsibility." 

Mi.  Wharton— I  dislike  to  mt-rrupt  tbe  gentle- 
man, but  I  should  like  to  know  what  toe  motion  is. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  am  not  making  any  motion.  I 
am  asking  the  Chair  to  enforce  the  rule. 

Mr.  Wharton— I  rise  tr  a  point  of  order,  that  the 
gentleman  is  speaking  to  no  motion,  and  that  there 
is  no  motion  before  tue  house. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  beg  leave  to  differ  with  my 
friend.  It  is  not  necessary  to  have  a  poiut  of  order 
or  a  motion  before  a  house  to  allow  discus.-ion. 

The  l'resideu  —  The  Chair  decides  the  point  not 
weil  taken,  in  view  oi  the  fact  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  appears  to  be  coming  to  the  point  of 
making  a  motion. 

Mr.  Whitmore — The  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
called  the  attention  of  the  Chair  to  the  fact  that  a 
quorum  had  not  voted.  It  has  been  allowed  that 
there  is  no  way  of  getting  away  from  that,  and  that 
parliamentary  law  is  plain,  and  when  it  is  shown  by 
a  vote  that  there  is  no  quorum  present,  the  Council 
has  to  he  adjourned  unless  somebody  raises  the 
question  that  there  is  a  quorum.  It  was  exactly  to 
meet  that  point  that  the.  rule  was  tinkered  last  year 
and  the  year  before.  And  now  you  don't  pay  any 
attention  to  your  own  tinkering.  It  seems 
to  me  the  Chair  should  declare  the  Council 
adjourned  or  order  a  roll-call,  and  that  no  business 
can  be  entertained  by  the  Chair.  It  was  the  dut\  of 
the  Chair  to  order  a  roll-call,  which  I  trust  will  show 
37  members  present,  or  declare  the  Council  ad- 
journed. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  reply  to  the  well- 
intended,  but  not  well-considered  remarks  of  the 
gentleman,  for  the  Chair  recognizes  that  the  re- 
sponsibility rests  upon  him  of  keeping  in  n  ind 
whether  a  quorum  is  present  for  the  transaction  of 
business,  and  when  he  has  ascertained  tnat  a  quorum 
is  not  present  it  is  his  duty  to  declare  the  Council 
adjourned,  or  see  that  no  business  i»  transacted  when 
a  quorum  is  not  present.  To  determine  whether  a 
quorum  is  present,  he  may  count  the  members  pres- 
ent himself,  he  may  direct  them  to  be  counted  by 
the  City  Messenger,  or  may  order  a  roll-call. 
Either  of  those  three  methods  are  open  to  the 
Cuair  to  ascertain  whether  a  quorum  is  present.  Tbe 
Chair  decided  that  a  quorum  was  present  when  his 
attention  was  called  to  tiie  point  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  lti.  The  Chair  felt  sure  at  the  time  that 
a  quorum  was  present.  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
10  then  exercised  Lis  right  to  move  that  a  call  of  the 
house  be  had,  the  Chair  put  the  motion  and  it  was 
lost,  so  the  Chair  does  not  see  that  he  is  subject  to 
censure. 

Mr.  Rosnoslty— Doesn't  the  rule  provide  when  a 
member  calls  the  attention  of  tiie  Chair  to  the  fact 
that  a  quorum  is  not  present,  doesn't  the  Cnair  ask 
the  City  Messenger  to  count,  or  order  a  roli- 
eal!  to  decide  if  a  quorum  is  present?  In  this  case 
30  members  voted,  no  count  Had  been  had  by 
anybody  else  except  by  the  rising  of  the  members 
on  this  very  question.  I  have  often  noticed  since  you 
have  been  in  the  Chair,  that  when  1  rise  on  such  a 
question  I  have  been  sat  upon.  But  my  time  will 
come  to  express  myself  a-  a  member  of  this  Govern- 
ment. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  take  this  occasion 
to  disclaim  any  wish  or  necessity  for  replying  to  one 
remark  of  the  gentiemau  from  Ward  10,  but  in  refer- 
ence to  rule  25,  to  which  the  gentleman  refers,  the 
Chair  will  state  his  construction  of  it  <o  be — 
and  in  that  construction  he  is  sustained  by 
the  opinion  of  tue  Corporation  Counsel  —  that 
the  Council  cannot  be  adjourned  for  want  of  a 
quorum  by  any  member  of  the  Comi'.-il  unless  he  has 
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ascertained  the  fact  that  a  quorum  is  not  present,  by 
calling  tlie  roll  of  members  for  that  purpose,  and  if 
on  the  calling  of  the  toll  no  quorum  answers,  the 
President  shall  immediately  declare  the  Council  ad- 
journed until  the  next  regular  meeting.  Now,  how 
shall  that  roll-call  be  obtained?  Speaking  in  a  par- 
liamentary sense,  it  may  he  done  by  inoion.  It 
may  be  dc.ne  hy  what  is  well  known  as  a  call  of  the 
house.  A  gentleman  can  secure  it  by  a  motion  to 
that  elfect,  and  it  that  notion  prevail  the  Chair  has 
no  option.  Jf  the  motion  does  not  prevail  the  option 
and  res,  lousibility  is  with  the  Chair  to  decide  whether 
a  quorum  is  picseut. 

Mr.  Kosnosky — as  long  as  tne  Council  has  refused 
to  lay  this  over  uu.i!  the  next  meetiDg,  and  only  30 
members  voted,  and  after  we  have  voted  an  amount 
of  money  without  its  coming  from  any  committee, 
now  the  gentleman  comes  up  and  asks  us  to  ap- 
propriate #50,OJO  more.  I  ask  whether  it  is  consist- 
ent, without  knowing  anything  of  this  question, to  do 
that.  I  don't  ask  to  nave  it  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Water,  but  to  lav  it  over  aud  give  members  au 
opportunity  to  consider  this  question,  when  we  know 
the  question  of  water  has  already  given  us  consider- 
able trouble.  We  had  quite  a  debate  here  ovei  Basin 
No.  4,  and  it  was  said  there,  was  plenty  of  water, 
and  now  all  of  a  sudden  they  have  discovered  that 
somethlug  must  be  clone  with  the  banns,  after  we 
have  taken  the  matter  out  of  the  hands  of  the.  Water 
Board. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  don't  care  to  rush  it  through 
to-night.  1  think  there  is  a  feeling  in  the  community 
that  we  ought  ,o  take  advantage  of  the  low  state  of 
the  water  to  remove  the  loam.  I  put  it  in  proper 
shape  to  offer  as  a  substitute  for  the  order  from  the 
other  branch.  X  do^'c  stand  behind  it  to  press  it 
through.  If  the  majority  of  the  Council  think  it 
should  li;  over  for  a  couple  of  weeks  they  take  the 
respoDSioili  y.  I  put  it  in  without  consulting  my 
colleagues  on  tne  committee. 

Mr.  Rosuosky — Wt  appropriated  $40,000,  and  now 
it  comes  to  have  $50,000  more.  Before  long  there 
will  be  an  impropriation  of  $750,000  for  the  new  high 
service  asked  for,  auJ  I  claim  that  the  amount 
of  this  should  not  be  so  large.  The  gentleman  knows 
the  Water  Boatd  have  had  this  que-tion  before  them 
for  years,  and  I  say  it  is  not  right  to  pass  such  au  or- 
der without  time  to  consider  h.  We  were  out  there 
a  few  weeks  ago  and  they  said  fie  loam  was  all 
taken  out  of  Basin  3.  Yet  §45,000  were  appropriated 
for  Basin  No.  3  last  year,  and  if  they  are  short  they 
could  use  that. 

Mr.  Devlin — In  1879. as  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  "Water,  I  offered  a  simiHr  order  to  this,  to  appro- 
priate some  $50,000  fox  the  removal  of  loam  from 
the  Sudbuiy-river  basins.  That  order  was  fought 
here  with  a  detenm nation  I  could  not  explain.  We 
had  the  report  of  the  City  Eogmeer,  an  experienced 
offcer,  and  the  committee  held  three  or  four 
meetings  on  it.  A  majority  of  the  Water  Board 
were  iu  favor  of  it,  but  it  is  well  known  that  one 
member  of  the  Water  Board  opposed  tuat  order, 
and  through  his  opposition  in  this  Council,  and  the 
efforts  of  Mr.  Rosnusky  of  Ward  16,  Mr.  McGaragle 
of  Ward  8,  and  some  others,  the  order  was  defeat- 
ed. Perhaps  those  who  read  the  Transcript  of 
last  Friday  will  get  a  food  deal  of  information 
as  to  why  we  are  to-day  usiug  impure  water, 
or  at  least  water  that  may  be  criticized.  It  is 
because  we  would  not  take  the  advice  of  cur  ex- 
perienced men.  Gentlemeu  who  are  expert?  in  tins 
matter,  who  sat  down  for  weeks  and  thought,  this 
matter  all  over,  gave  it  to  the  Committee  on  Water, 
who  reported  it  to  this  Council,  and  when  we  came 
here  it  was  defeated  by  one  vote  in  this  body.  And 
I  charge  to-night  that  had  thatbeen  done  there  would 
not  have  been  the  dissatisfaction  there  is  iu  Boston 
to-day  in  regard  to  our  water.  It  was  because  of  one 
member  of  the  Water  Board  who  would  not  come  in 
with  a  mi"ori*v  report,  but  allowed  his  two  asso- 
ciates to  sign  it  and  he  said  nothing,  but  in  his  own 
way  he  knew  how  to  defeat  the  order.  But  to  hiin 
audto  the  members  of  tbe  Government  here  I  char.e 
the  reason  the  citizens  are  disgruntled  to  day.  Those 
gentlemen  have  done  the  best  they  could  to  clean 
those  basins.  The  question  was  who  should  pay  forthe 
loam?  Will  the  Park  Commissioners  pay  so  much  for 
the  use  of  the  loam?  That  was  asked  when  the 
questions  were  toreign  to  the  subject.  I  helive  in 
the  order  offered  tiy  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9, 
and  I  hope  we  shall  pass  it  to-night. 

Mr.  Williams— On  April  12,  1830,  the  City  Engi- 
neer made  a  report  estimating  the  expense  of  re- 
moving the  loam' at  §60,030  and  storing  it.  The  City 
Council  diil  not  see  fit  to  adopt  those  recommenda- 
tions, and  the  result  has  been  that  we  have  oeen 
gradually  drinking  up  the  loam  in  the  water.  Now 
we   have  an   opportunity  of  ridding   the  water  of 


some  of  the  impurities,  and  the  soojer  we  get  at  it 
the  better.  Unless  some  reason  can  be  shown  why 
it  should  not  be  lone,  I  hope  the.  sum  will  be  voted, 
so  as  to  get  at  purifying  the  water  ia  a  way  that  we 
know  will  purify  it. 

Mr.  Rosnosky— I  only  ask  that  this  ma'ter  lay  over 
until  we  hear  from  the  expert  we  have  appoin-ed. 
The  Water  Board  hasn't  made  any  attempt  to  clean 
out  those  basins.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  13  is 
mistaken  when  he  says  they  asked  to  <dean  out  the 
basins.  The  Bark  Commissioners  wanted  an  aopro- 
priation  of  $50,000  to  remove  the  loam  from  Basin 
No.  3,  and  that  was  where  the  question  was  divided. 
They  wanted  to  store  the  1  iam  o  i  the  Back  Hay  for 
four  or  five  years,  and  that  was  the  ground  upon 
which  it  was  d.vided.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
is  perfectly  aware  that  the  expert  will  report  wituin 
a  week  and  we  shall  know  what  to  do.  The  Water 
Board  don't  recommend  this,  only  the  gentleman 
trom  Ward  9.  If  the  expert  recommends  it  aud  if 
we  don't  do  it  vie  shall  be  to  blame. 

Mr.  Whitmore — This  matter  has  been  brought  up 
in  a  most  remarkable  manner  at  nearly  Dalf-past  12 
o'clock.  They  ought  to  know  by  tnis  time  that  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  difference  in  the  Council  as  to 
whetner  the  matter  is  done  legally  or  illegally.  I 
am  surprised  at  the  coolness  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  13  in  bringing  the  attention  of  the  Council  to 
an  illegal  act  which  was  attempted  in  1879.  The 
fact  was  that  a  little  swindle  was  attempted 
upon  the  city,  and  the  Committee  oo  Water 
were  unfair  at  the  time  m  endeavoring  to 
get  through  a  measure  which  could  hardly  get 
a  majority.  The  attempt  was  made  to  spend  a  sum 
of  money  and  make  it  chargeable  to  something  for 
which  there  was  uo  appropriation.  It  has  been  de- 
cided by  the  City  Solicitor  that  if  the  City  Council 
order  ao  expenditure  it  must  provide  the  means. 
I  saw  the  order  was  not  properly  before  us,  and  that 
it  had  to  be  done  by  a  transfer  or  loan  iequiring  48 
votes,  but  failed  and  never  attempted  it  ^gain.  If 
there  is  anything  more  attempted  I  shall  take  the 
view  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16.  I  doubt  our 
authority  to  charge  this  matter  to  the  revouue  from 
the  Water  Department. 

Mr.  Greenough — I  drew  the  order  and  took  it  to 
the  Auditor  and  he  said  it  might  be  charged  to  the 
receipts  from  water  rates. 

Mi\  Wliitmore— If  that  is  so,  I  hope  it  will  lie  over. 
Two  years  ago  the  committee  came  in  with  an  order 
to  charge  an  expenditure  to  an  appropriation  which 
didn't  exist.  Idontbeliev  it  is  necessary  to  make 
the  appropriation  to-night.  I  believe  the  Council 
will  pass  tbe  appropriation  in  a  proper  manner.  The 
money  cannot  be  spent  before  tbe  uext  Council  meet- 
ing. After  tbe  statements  which  have  been  made  I 
donoifeel  ike  passing  an  order  without  some  au- 
thority for  it,  and  I  hope  the  motion  of  tne  gentle- 
man will  prevail. 

The  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr. Greenough  moved  to  suspend  tue  rule.  If  any- 
thing is  to  be  done  it  should  be  before  we  get  some 
rain.  The  Engineer  will  take  hold  ot  the  matter  at 
once  and  get  much  of  the  disagreeable  stuff  out  of 
tbe  basins. 

Mr.  Rjsno«kv  asked  Mr.  Greenough  to  tell  what 
the  gang  of  men  were  doing  at  Basin  No.  3  when 
thev  were  there? 

Mr.  Greenough  was  under  the  impression  that  they 
were  digging  up  stumps. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  said  the  answer  given  to  Alderuiau 
Fro>t  wis  that  they  had  been  at  work  ever  since  the 
basin  was  empty  and  intended  to  clean  it  out 
thoroughly. 

Mr.  Whitrnore  opposed  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
for  the  reasons  alieady  stated. 

Mr.  Greenough  said  he  had  waited  on  the  Water 
Board,  and  the  chairman  said  they  had  no  money  to 
do  this  with  ami  t  cy  didn't  propose  to  do  it  unless 
the    ity  Council  gave  thein  the  money. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  said  it  would  take  48  votes  to  make 
a  transfer,  and  if  there  i<  any  at-emot  to  whip  the 
devil  round  the  stump  it  could  not  be  done  any  more 
this  year  than  it  coald  two  years  ago. 

Mr.  Devlin  believed  in  following  the  adviee  of  the 
Engineer  and  the  Water  Board.  He  believed  the 
peoelc  are  dissatisfieJ  with  tne  water  and  want 
something  done.  He  had  not  heard  of  the  points 
mentioned  of  the  action  in  1879  mentioned  bj  Mr. 
Whitmore. 

Mr.  Gove  said  the  matter  of  impure  water  inter- 
ests every  c  tizen.  If  the  Water  Board  have  had 
this  matter  under  consideration  all  this  tune  and 
have  be *n  stirred  up  only  by  the  offering  of  Abler- 
mn n  O  Bricn's  orders  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  it 
seemed  to  him  they  should  know  the  reason  which 
has  brought  the  board  to  that  conclusion.  He  should 
vote  not  to  suspend  the  rule. 
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The  Council  refused  to  suspend  the  rule,  and  the 
order  went  over. 

BELIEF  OF  DISABLED  FIREMEN. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  ConimUtee  on 
Fire  Department  be  directed  to  report  at  as  early  a 
date  as  possible  what  action  should  be  taken  by  the 
City  Council  uncer  Chapter  107  of  tLe  Acts  of  18-S0, 
being  an  act  having  for  its  object  the  pensioning  of 
disabled  firemen  and  the  care  of  the  widows  and 
children  of  those  killed  in  the  service  of  the  city. 

Ordered  printed  with  the  act  referred  to,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Fire  Department. 

THE  FERRIES. 

Mr.  Doherty  of  Ward  2  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  East  Boston  Ferries  be  requested 
to  consider  the  exped  ency  of  removing  the  gates 
lately  placed  on  the  East  Boston  side  of  the  North 
Ferry.  Referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Ferries. 

ARNOLD    ARBORETUM. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  submitted  tue  follow- 
ing (City  Doc.  131): 

The  special  committee  of  the  Common  Council,  to 
whom  were  referred  the  i  eport  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  favoring  the  adoption  of  the  orders  for 
purchasing  or  taking  tbe  land  known  as  the  Arnold 
Arboretum,  and  authorizing  a  loan  of  $60,000  for  the 
purpose,  alio  certain  resolutions  and  petitions  in  aid 
of  the  scheme,  having  given  the  subject  careful  con- 
si  deration,' beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

By  reference  to  the  documents  printed  in  the 
appendices,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Arnold  Arboret- 
um is  in  successful  operation,  in  charge  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College.  The  college 
has  now  en  income  of.  about  $8000,  which  enables  it 
to  maintain  a  professor,  and  to  expend  a  sufficient 
sum,  annually,  to  keep. up  and  extend  the  arboretum 
as  full  as  is  desired.  The  land  is  owned  under  the 
Bussey  trust,  and  seems  to  be  appropriated  with- 
out fear  of  change. 

The  suggestion  is  made  that  the  city  in  some  man- 
ner join  with  the  college,  on  the  supoosition  that 
both  parties  will  be  gainers.  It  is  evidently  the 
desire  of  the  managers  to  have  a  continuous  line  of 
driveways  throughout  the  whole  estate,  winding 
about  the  curves  of  a  trast  of  land,  which  is  com- 
posed mainly  of  two  hills. 

It  is  also  their  desire  to  purchase  a  lot  of  land  on 
the  southwest  corner  to  round  out  the  lines,  and  a 
lot  of  meadow  land  on  the  northwest  side,  on  which 
certain  trees  and  shrubs  can  be  grown,  not  elsewhere 
possible  in  the  tract. 

Our  city  Superintendent  of  Streets,  Mr.  Harris, 
estimates  the  cost  of  the  road  at  $74,000;  tbe  land 
may  be  bought  at  $60,000,  and  it  will  be  neces- 
sary for  the  city  to  provide  accommodations 
for  the  nublie,— water,  samtaries,  seats,  pavil- 
ions, etc.. — which  would  bring  the  minimum  cost 
to  $150,000.  Perhaps  a  safer  estimate  of  the 
cost  would  be  $200,000.  The  annual  expense  of 
providiug  policemen  and  maintaining  the  city's 
portion    will    certainly    be    $10,000,    if    not   more. 

In  return,  the  college*  will  give  the  public  daily  ac- 
cess to  the  grounds,  subject  only  to  the  restrictions 
necessary  for  the  proper  conduct  of  the  arboretum. 
The  details  are  immaterial  just  at  present,  as  there 
is  no  doubt  tliat  both  parties  will  try  to  agree  on  a 
suitable  plan. 

Tne  result  would  apparently  be  an  attempt  by  the 
city  to  carry  on  a  public  arboretum,— an  experiment 
which  it  is  believed  has  never  been  tried  elsewhere. 

Of  course  an  arboretum  is  more  nearly  allied  in  its 
purposes  to  the  use  of  our  Boston  Common,  than  to 
a  public  park,  aB  the  larter  is  usually  understood. 
The  public  will  be  allowed  to  walk  around,  to  go 
over  the  grass  and  sit  down  upon  it,  but  will  oe  pro- 
hibited from  athletic  games,  and  from  picnic ing,  ex- 


cept in  a  space  of  about  twenty-two  acres.    These  re- 
strictions are  necessary,  and,  in  fact,  indispensable. 

The  only  question  left  for  your  committee  to  con- 
sider is  whether  such  a  use  of  this  land  is  worth  the 
price,  and  on  that  subject  they  are  divided.    The  ma- 
jority hereby  recommend  the  passage  of  the  original 
orders,  with  an  amendment  to  the  second    order,  to 
make  it  conform  with  the  other  park  orders  under 
consideration  bv  the  City  Council,  as  follows. 
Thomas  N.  Hart, 
James.  G.  Freeman, 
Prentiss  Cummings. 

Ordered,  That  the  Park  Commissioners  of  Boston 
be  requested  to  take  for  the  purposes  of  a  public  park 
the  land  known  as  the  Arnold  Arboretum,  and  to  pur- 
Chase  or  take  for  the  same  purposes  land  adjoining 
said  arboretum,  for  an  amount  noo  exceeding  sixty 
thousand  dollars,  paying  therefor  not  more  than 
twenty-live  per  cent,  advance  on  the  assessed  value 
of  A.  D.  1880;  and.  als,  said  Commissioners  are  au- 
thorized to  lease  any  portion  of  said  arbore'nm  when 
vaken,  or  of  said  lands  when  taken  or  bought,  and  to 
enter  into  suitable  covenants  with  the  President  aud 
Fellows  of  Harvard  College,  in  regard  to  any  of  such 
lands  taken  for  a  public  park,  substantially  as  set 
forth  by  said  Commissioners  in  their  report,  dated 
October  21, 1880,  and  printed  as  City  Document  No. 
118  of  said  year. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  here- 
by is  authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Commi'tee  on  Finance,  for  the  purchase  or  tak- 
ing of  laDds  for  a  public  park  in  connection  with  the 
Arnold  Arboretum,  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  dol- 
lars, the  bonds  or  certificates  of  debt  to  be  issued  in 
negotiating  said  loan  to  be  denominated  on  the  face 
thereof  "Public  Park  Loan,"  and  to  bear  such  rate 
of  interest  as  the  Committee  on  Finance  may  deter- 
mine; ami  the  Park  Commissioners  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  expend  said  sum  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said. 

Minority  Report. 

Tie  undersigned,  a  minority  of  the  committee,  re- 
spectfully report  that,  in  their  opinion,  any  action  in 
the  matter,  ou  the  part  of  the  City  Council  is  inex- 
pedient. 

William  H.  Whitmore. 
Horacr  B.  Clapp. 

Specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  8  o'clock 
P.  ivl. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Ward  11,  presented  sundry  peti- 
tions in  favor  of  the  Arnold  Arboretum  plan  for  a 
park.  Placed  on  file  with  the  other  petitions  on  the 
subject. 

inspection  of  vinegar. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Ward  11,  submitted  the  foil  owing: 

The  joint  special  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
the  order  to  establish  the  salary  of  the  Inspector  of 
Vinegar  at  the  rate  of  $1500  per  annum,  would  re- 
spectfully report  that  they  have  given  the  matter 
due  consideration,  and  acquainted  themselves  with 
the  manner  in  which  the  work  of  the  Inspector  is 
conducted,  and  it  does  not  appear  to  this  committee 
that  the  service?  of  this  officer  are  worth  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  a  year  to  the  city.  The  committee 
believe  that  this  work  of  inspec  ion  should  be  placed 
in  charge  of  the  Board  of  Health,  and  therefore  re- 
port that  the  order  ought  not  to  pass. 
For  the  Committee, 

Charles  H.  Williams. 

Accepted. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11  offered  aa  order— That 
the  Mayor  be  lequesied  to  petition  the  legislature  at 
its  next  session  fur  such  change  in  the  statutes  as  will 
place  tbe  inspection  of  vinegar  in  charge  olthe  Board 
of  Health. 

Specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  8.30  I'. 
M.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten,  of  Ward  14. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Maguire  and  stood 
adjourned  for  two  weeks. 


BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN 


763 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
NOVEMBER    21,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Alderman 
O'Brien,  chairman,  pres'ding. 

PETITIONS  KSFERRED. 

To  tlie  Committee  on  Lamps — Jame*  C.  Jordan  and 
others,  tlia  ■  a  passageway  troiu  Dartmouth  to  Exeter 
street  be  lighten. 

Joshua  (J.  Todd  aud  others,  that  Harbor-View 
street  be  lighted. 

James  F.  Supple,  to-  a  lamp  on  Hawthorne  street. 

B.  F.  Stacny  and  another,  that  the  Charlesrown 
Gas  Co.  oe  requested  to  locate  thtit  large  lamp  post 
on  Main  street  near  Austin  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board — Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stable- as  fol- 
lows: Samuel  B.  Pierce,  new  brick  addition  to  stable 
for  18  horses,  Boston  street  near  Hamlet  street, 
Ward  20;  heirs  of  T.  B.  Williams,  new  wooden  ad- 
dition to  stable  for  4  additional  horses,  on  Centre 
street  near  Weld  street.  Ward  23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving — John  li.  Williams  and 
another,  th«t  square  granite  blocks  be  substituted  for 
the  asphalt  pavement  "ti  Devonshire  street. 

Beard  of  Fire  (Jonimissioners,  to  set  telegraph  poles 
on  Canterbury  street,  West  Roxburv. 

Eiward  N.  Perkins  and  another,  for  a  plank  walk 
on  Perkins  street,  between  Pond  avenue  and  Prince 
street. 

South  Boston  R.  R.  Co.,  for  leave  to  lay  a  curved 
track  on  W.  Broadway,  at  Third  street. 

Petitions  for  bnck  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of 
Sophronia  Edgerly ,  409-415  VV  est  Third  street ;  Ruf us 
E.  Lore,  61  and  63  Putnam  street,  East  Boston. 

Petition  for  edgestone  and  brick  sidewalk  in  front 
of  estate  of  Ellen  Donnelley,  0  Delle  ivenue. 

D.  H.  Blauey  and  another,  that  Eagle  street,  be- 
tween Meridian  and  Bnrdei  streets,  be  graded,  &c. 

Petitions  for  leave  to  move  wooden  but'dings,  as 
follows: 

By  W.  R.  Cavanagh,  from  89-91  to  101  Cabot  street, 
Ward  19. 

By  Sylvester  Richards,  two  buildiDgs  from  202 
Rutherford  avenue  to  rear  Rutherford  avenue, 
nearly  opposite  South  Eden  street,  \Vard  5. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Wooden  Buildings— J.  O.  Wh  tteu,  to  erect  a  wooden 
addition  to  a  wooden  building  on  rear  of  Upton 
street  near  Western  avenue.  Ward  25. 

A.  C.  Richmond,  to  erect  an  addition  to  a  wooden 
building  on  Boston  and  Ellery  streets. 

Edinands,  Coulsou  &  Co.,  to  erect  wooden  addition 
to  wooden  building  on  River  street  near  Cedar  street, 
Ward  24. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENT. 

Constable  for  service  in  connection  with  the  Mu- 
nicipal Court — Samuel  H.  Easterbrook.    Confirmed. 

HEARINGS 
were  had  as  follows: 

On  petition  of  the  Atlas  Refining  Co.,  for  leave  to 
lay  a  track  across  Bremen  street,  from  the  Eastern 
Railroad  to  their  premises. 

On  petition  of  the  New  York  &  New  England 
Railroad  Co.,  for  leave  to  lay  tracks  through  First 
and  G  ranite  streets. 

No  objections.  Recommitted  to  Committee  on 
Paving. 

PAPERS   FROM  THE  COMMON   COUNCIL. 

City  Solicitor. 
Election  of  Andrew  J.  Bailey  as  City  Solicitor,  in 
place  of  Augustus  Russ,  chosen  by  this  board. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Breck,  the  board  pro- 
ceeded to  ballot.  Committee— Aldermen  Tucker 
and  Curtis. 

Whole  number  of  ballots 12 

Andrew  J .  hailey  had 9 

Augustus  Russ  had 3 

Mr.  Bailey  was  elected  in  concurrence. 

Salaries. 
Ordinance  establishing   salary   of    City    Treasu- 


rer .  at  $0000,  and  of  City   Collector   at  $5000,  per 
annum.  , 

The  Chairman — Tne  Chair  would  stare  that  quite  a 
number  of  members  of  the  Common  Council  have' 
called  upon  me  aud  stated  that  .hey  were  deceivedf 
in  relation  to  the  salary  of  the  Treasurer.  They 
thought  that  six  thousand  dollars  covered  "very-r 
thing.  But  according  to  Do-iuuient  122  the  salary  of; 
the  l'reasurer,  if  this  order  is  adopted,  will  be  $6000,; 
and  $700  additional  for  Treasurer  of  the  Sinking' 
Funds,  making  the  salary  of  the  Treasurer  $6700.  I' 
merely  make  this  statement  so  that  the  Alder- 
men may  vote  understandingly  upon  the  ques- 
tion. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  in  this  connection 
the  report  of  tne  committee  of  conference  on  the 
part  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  the  disputed  »alar-; 
ies,  which  was  the  same  in  words  as  that  submitted 
by  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil.   The  report  was  accepted. 

The  ordinance  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Alder- 
man Viles  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

Ordinance  fixing  salaries  of  Mayor's  Clerk,  City 
Clerk,  and  other  officers,  at  rates  recited  in  City  Doc.4 
133. 

The  question  was  upoa  the  passage  of  the  ordi-' 
nance  in  concurrence. 

Alderman  Breck — I  move  to  amend  by  inserting 
$3000  as  the  sa'ary  of  the  three  Principal  Assessors, 
instead  of  $2700,  as  passed  by  the  Council.  The  sura , 
of  three  thousand  dollaiswas  passed  unanimously 
by  the  committee  of  conference. 

Aldermnn  Curtis — 1  move  to  amend  so  that  we 
take  up  each  salary  separately. 

Alderman  Breck  withdrew  his  motion.  , 

Alderman  Woolley  moved  to  amend  by  making 
the  salary  of  the  Mayors  Clerk  $2000,  instead  of 
$1800.  , 

Alderman  Slade — If  we  go  on  in  this  way  we  shall 
get  ourselves  into  a  snarl,  as  we  have  done.  The 
Council  have  passed  this  ordinance  before  us  now,, 
and  if  we  make  any  amendments  I  don't  know  where 
we  shall  end  this  salary  question.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  paying  the  salary  named,  but  I  think  we 
better  end  it. 

Alderman  Viles — I  agree  with  the  Alderman  on 
my  left.  The  committee  of  conference  wrangled 
ov-  r  this  matter,  and  agreed  to  stand  by  their  report. 
There  are  some  of  the  salaries  I  sboula  like  to  make  , 
more,  but  we  agreed  to  the  best  report  we  could.  I 
hope  we  shall  not  amend  it. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  agTee  with  the  gentleman  j 
last  up.  I  think  we  have  had  about  enough  on  this 
salary  question  for  this  year.  If  we  go  on  tinkering 
this  ordinance,  it  will  have  to  go  to  the  Council, 
tbey  will  non-concur,  and  we  will  be  in  a  muddle 
again. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  hoDe  we  shall  go  on  and 
take  this  quesdon  up  in  detail.  It  is  true  we  had  a 
conference  committee.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  was 
almost  powerless  in  that  committee,  and  in  the  Com- 
mon Council  they  iguored  the  rcoort  entirely.  The 
squabble,  has  been  almost  entirely  upon  the  salary  of 
the  City  Treasurer.  That  has  been  die  contention 
from  the  first.  It  was  the  point  upon  which  we  were 
widest  apert.  The  other  chamber  have  fixed  his  sal- 
ary at  $6000,  and  we  have  concurred  with  a  unaoi-- 
mous  vote.  I  myself  voted  tor  it,  and  perhaps  every- 
body else  dio  who  has  opposed  a  high  salary  tor  the 
Treasurer.  But  when  a  committee  of  conference  ' 
fixed  $5000  for  a  Treasurer  and  $3500  for  the  City 
Architect— a  professional  man,  whose  profession  is 
his  fortune — it  is  preposteious  that  he  should  get 
one-half  less  than  a  non-professional  man.  The  Ar- 
chitect is  a  professional  man,  distributes  large  sums 
of  money,  and  is  belittled.  I  think  we  should  make  ; 
a  stand  here.  If  the  commit  ee  of  conference  ig- 
nored the  principle,  I  think  we  should  stand  up  for  • 
it  here,  and  fix  the  salary  of  the  City  Architect  at 
what  it  should  be.  To  enable  us  to  do  that  we  must 
take  this  ordinance  up  item  by  item.  The  large  sal- 
aries have  been  settled,  and  I  am  glad  of  it.  I  hope 
we  will  go  on  and  tight  this  through.  There  is  no- 
thing of  so  much  importance  but  that  we  cao  settle 
it  in  an  hour. 

Alderman  Whitten  —  I   think  the  Alderman    has. 
made  an  error  in  slating  the  action  of  the  committee ' 
of   conference.    They  reported  the  Architect's  sal-  , 
ary  at  $3500.    Some  of  theCommon  Council  objected 
to  it,  but   the  Council  passed  $3500  and  sent  it  down 
here.    Their  ordinance  agrees  with  that  of  the  con-, 
ference  committee.    They  have  kept  faith  with  us, 
and  certainly  the  Aldermen  of  that  committee  would 
feel   bound   to  stand  by  their  report  because  they 
were  unanimous  on  it.     We  bad  to  yield  in  a  great 
many  cases,  but  we  thought  it  was  better  to  do  so 
than  to  keep  up  this  wrangling,  week  after  week. 
The  same  thing  will  take  place  again  if  we  non-con- 
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cur.  I  am  satisfied  we  have  got  the  best  we  can 
from  that  chamber. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  wish  to  say  one  word  in  regard 
to  their  not  keeping  fairb  with  us.  I  tbink  they 
have.  Iwo  memoers  of  the  committee  did  not  agree 
With  the  majority  of  the  conference  committee  and 
reserved  the  right  to  oppose  the  report  in  respect  to 
the  salaries.  They  could  not  bring  in  a  minority  re- 
port from  a  conference  committee,  but  they  reserved 
the  right  to  oppose  those  salaries.  I  think  they  were 
the  only  ones  who  opposed  the  committee's  report, 
and  they  opposed  it  only  in  those  two  particulars. 
So  I  think  they  have  kept  faith  witu  us,  and  toe  or- 
dinance passed  is  precisely  what  the  committee  of 
conference  recommended,  as  the  gentleman  says. 

The  motion  to  act  upon  the  salaries  separately  was 
lost,  aud  the  ordinance  was  passed  iu  concurrence. 
Alderman  Whitteu  moved  to  reconsider.     Lost. 
Additional   Water  Supply. 

Order  for  Boston  Water  Board  to  expend  the  un- 
expended balance  o±  855,000  for  purchase  of  land  in 
new  basin,  in  order  to  purchase  water  right  on  Sud- 
bury river. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley  the  order  was 
laid  upon  the  table  for  the  present.  Tne  suoject  was 
acted  upon  later  in  the  session. 

Wooden  Buildings. 

■  Report  of  Committee  on  Ordinances,  on  subject  of 
issue  of  permits  for  wooden  buildings  in  certain 
cases.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Ordinance  to  repeal  sections  23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  28, 
29,  and  30  of  ordinance  m  relation  to  the  survey,  etc., 
of  buildings.  (See  pages  138-143  of  Revised  Ordi- 
nances.)   Passed  in  concurrence. 

Orders  prescribing  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
erection  of  wooden  buildings  outside  the  building 
limits  of  the  city.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

'Order  to  allow  the  erection  wooden  structures  ex- 
ceeding the  prescribed  dimensions, by  Robert  Bishop 
and  other  parties,  as  therein  set  forth.  Passed  in 
Concurrence. 

Miscellaneous. 

Notice  of  the  filling  of  vacancies  in  certain  joint 
committees  caused  by  tne  resignation  of  President 
Pratt  of  the  Common  Council.    Placed  on  file. 

Order  for  the  City  Engineer  to  report  the  co3t  of 
constructing  a  conduit  ar  jund  Farm  pond.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

Report  that  the  order  to  pay  the  Inspector  of  Vin- 
egar a  salary  ought  not  to  pass,  as  t^at  office  should 
be  under  charge  of  the  Board  of  Health.  Accepted 
in  concurrence. 

Order  that  all  employees  of  the  city  have  a  holiday 
on  the  24tb  inst.  without  loss  of  pay.  Passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  thattbe  laborers  for  the  city  be  paid  on  No- 
vember 23.    Passed  in  concurrence. 
CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

The  bonds  of  W.  H.  Mcintosh  and  others,  con- 
stables, being  presented,  duly  certified,  were  ap- 
proved by  the  board. 

EXTENSION   OF    COLUMBUS    AVENUE. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Board  of 
Street  Commissioners  transmitting  a  resolve  and 
order  for  the  extension  of  Columbus  avenue  soutn- 
wesl  wai'Jly  from  Northampton  street,  by  taking  land 
of  Charles  F.,  Geo.  H.,  and  the  heirs  of  Thomas  E. 
Chickering,  and  the  Metropolitan  Horse  Railroad 
Company,  at  aa  adjudged  expense  of  $61,811.30. 

Tne  Chairman — Th3  order  will  lie  over  unless 
otherwise  ordered. 

Alderman  Viles— I  see  no  reason  why  this  order 
should  lie  over,  though  I  do  not  object.  The  boaru 
are  familiar  with  the  subject.  It  was  fully  con- 
sidered Oy  the  committee  last  year,  and  the  money 
was  approprialei  some  time  ago.  It  is  a  matter  that 
has  been  under  contemplation  for  so  ue  time  past. 

The  resolve  and  order  were  passed  in  concurrence 
with  the  Street  Commissioners.    Sent  down. 

■  •  NAMES  OP  STREETS  CHANGED. 

Orders  were  received  from  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  changing  the  names  of  streets  as  fol- 
lows: 

That  so  niuch  of  Heath  place,  at  Roxbury,  as  ex- 
tends westwardly  from  the  present  westerly  termina- 
tion of  Arklow  street,  for  a  di-tance  of  about  230 
feet,  to  Walden  street,  be  hereafter  known  as  Ark- 
16"w  street. 

That  so  much  of  Heath  place,  at  Roxbury,  as  ex- 
tends southwardly  from  Minden  street  to  Arklow 
street,  be  hereafter  known  as  Olmer  street. 

The  board  concurred  in  the  passage  of  the  orders. 
FIRES  FOR  OCTOBER. 

The  report  of  the  Fiie  Commissioners  on  tne  (ires 


and    alarms  for    October  was    received    a..d    sent 
down: 

Alarms— Fires,  33,  false  2,  needless  1,  still  17—53. 

Loss— Buildings  815,747,  contents  $43,078—858,825. 

Insurance— Buildings  $285,117,  contents  |415,767 
—8700,884. 

REPORTS  FROM  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

The  chairman  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Finano  : 

Report  aud  order — That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer  from  the 
reserved  fund  to  the  appropriation  f  jr  sewers,  the 
sum  of  $40,000.  Order  passed,— yeas  11,  nays  0.  Sent 
down. 

Report  on  order  referred  by  Common  Council  Nov. 
17,  in  regard,  to  Dillaway  School,  recommending  pas- 
sage of  the  order  in  a  new  draft— That  the  Co  1 1  mi t- 
tee  on  Public  Buildings  be  and  they  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  provide  additional  accommodations  for 
the  grammar  scholars  in  the  Dillaway  District,  the 
expense  attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  schoolhouses  and  public  buildings. 
Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  and  order — That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts 
be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  charge  the  sum  of 
$3000,  ordered  to  be  paid  to  Mrs.  Z.  A.  Tobey,  widow 
of"  bomas  J.  Tobey.  to  the  appropriation  for  File 
Department.    Order  passed.    Sentdown. 

VENTILATION     OF    THE    ALDERMAN1C     CHAMBER. 

Alderman  Wooliey  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of 
last  meeting  whereby  was  passed  the  order  to  venti- 
late the  Aldermen's  chamber  at  a  cost  of  ->3000. 

Alderman  Woolley — I  have  but  one  object  in  mov- 
ing to  reconsider  that  vote,  aud  that  is,  I  hope  the 
expense  may  be  taken  from  the  appropriation  for  in- 
cidentals or  the  reserved  fund.  The  appropriation 
for  public  buildings  will  not  warrant  the  expendi- 
ture of  $3000  in  ventilating  this  chamber.  I  don't 
wish  to  oppose  the  order  at  all,  and  only  move  the 
reconsideration  tbat  the  money  might  be  taken  from 
the  appropriation  for  incidental  or  the  reserved 
fund. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed,  and  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Woolley  the  order  was  referred  to  the 
Finance  Committee. 

PUBLIC  PARKS— MUDDY-KIVER  IMPROVEMENT  AND 
CHARLES-RIVER  EMBANKMENT. 

The  board  next  took  up  the  special  assignment,  viz : 

Order  for  loan  of  $200,000,  for  Muddv-river  im- 
provement. 

Order  for  loan  of  $300,000,  for  Charles-river  em- 
bankment. 

(City  Doc.  124.) 

Alderman  Woolley  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  moved  to  reconsider  these 
matters,  feeling  that  the  board  did  not  fully  under- 
stand the  question  before  them.  The  Aldermen  will 
recall  to  mind  tne  fact  tnat  the  last  session  of  the 
legislature  granted  the  City  of  Boston  the  privilege 
of  taking  flats  from  Craigie's  bridge  to  West  Boston 
bridge,  and  gave  them  as  free  gift.  At  the  last 
meeting  when  the  subject  of  parks  was  under  con- 
sideration, we  refused  to  accept  this  free  gift.  It 
did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  consistent,  that  this  board 
should  refuse  to  accept  such  a  gift,  i  nmediately  after 
votiug  8100,000  to  take  flats  in  South  Boston  that 
were  far  less  valuable.  The  act  of  the  legislature 
is  on  the  53d  page  of  the  Laws  and  Resolves,  ana  is 
as  follows: 

[Chap.    92.1 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  for  the  laying  out  of 

Public  Parks  in  or  near  the  City  of  Boston 

Be  it  enacted,  iSc.,as  follows: 

Sect.  1.  The  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  of  the 
City  of  Boston  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered 
to  build  a  seawall  on  the  Boston  side  of  the  lower 
basin  of  the  Charles  river,  between  Craigie's  bridge 
and  WestBoston  bridge,  and  to  rill  up  the  grounds 
enclosed  by  said  wall  for  the  purposes  of  a  public 
paik  in  accordance  witli  the  provisions  of  ChaDier 
one  hundred  and  eighty-five  of  the  Acts  of  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-five.  The  said  sea- 
wall shall  be  on  or  within  the  following  lines:  Begin- 
ning at  a  point  on  the  southerly  side  of  Craigie's 
briefge  distant  two  hundred  feet  perpendicular  from 
the  westerly  line  of  Charles  street,  and  running 
southerly  by  a  line  parallel  to  said  Cbarles  street  to 
a  point  opposite  the  first  angle  in  said  street;  thence 
turning- a  similar  angle  and  "running  southern  by  a 
line  parallel  to  and  two  hundred  feet  perpendicular 
again  from  said  Cbarles  street  to  a  point  oppos- 
ite another  angle  in  said  street,  near  Fruit  street; 
thence  turning  a  similar  angle  and  running  south- 
erly by  a  straight  line  two  hundred  feet  perpendicu- 
la-  from  and  parallel  to  the  next  adjoining  portion  of 
said  Cbarles  street   to    West   Boston    bridge.    The 
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lines  of  tbe  seawall  aforesaid  shall  constitute  tlie 
harbor  lines  beyond  which  no  wharf,  pier,  or  other 
structure,  and  no  tilling  in  shall  he  extended  into  or 
over  the  tide  water  ot  the  sulci  basin,  excepting  such 
landing-places  as  the  said  Park  Commissioners  shall 
build  »  ith  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Harbor  and 
Land  Commis-iouei'g;  and  if  the  construction  of  said 
sea  "all  and  the  tilliug  in  of  the  grounds  thereby  en- 
closed shall,  in  the  opinion  of  said  Harbor  and  Land 
Commissioners,  cause  a  projection  injurious  to  the 
flow  ot  the  current  and  the  protec.ion  of  the  harbor, 
then  the  said  l'ark  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton shall  make  suitable  reineoy  or  provision  for  the 
tome  bj  connecting  the  line  of  the  said  seawall  with 
tie  ii  esent  tea  wall  in  such  manner  as  the  said  Board 
o1  Harbor  and  Laud  Commissioners  shall  approve,and 
mav  occupy  aid  use  any  spaces  thereby  euclosed  lor 
the  name  purposes  lor  which  said  sta  wall  and  tilhng 
in  is  authorized. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  is  made  subject  to  the  follow- 
ing conditions  and  restrictions,  namely:  The  City  of 
Boston  or  the  said  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 
Shall  take,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  all  the  land, 
di.ck  and  wharf  property,  'ying  westerly  o£  said 
Charles  street  between  said  bridges,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  said  chapter  one  huudreu  and  eighty-five 
of  the  acts  of  tne  year  eighteen  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-live, which,  togeihe,  with  the  grounds  above 
authorized  to  be  enclosed  and  tilled  up, shall  be  used 
solely  lor  the  purposes  of  a  public  part,  facing  and 
abutting  upon  the  said  Charles  river  basin.  And  when 
the  <  iiv  of  Tioston  or  the  said  Park  Commissioners 
shall  nave  taken  the  said  land  and  wharf  property, and 
bnilt  the  said  seawall,  and  litted  up  the  said  grounds 
as  a  park  as  aforesaid,  and  so  long  as  the  same  shall 
be  used  solely  as  said  park,  the  Commonwealth  will 
not  authorize  or  permit  any  person  or  corporation  to 
construct  any  extensions  "i-  erections  from  or  con- 
tiguous to  the  water  line  of  said  pails,  except  with 
the  consent  of  said  l'ark  Commissioners  or  said  City 
of  Boston;  provided,  also,  that  the  City  of  Boston  or 
said  l'ark  Commissioners  shall  build  the  said  sea 
wall,  and  till  and  tit  up  the  said  grounds,  during  the 
five  years  -  loin  and  after  the  passaee  of  this  act. 

Sect.  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  pas- 
sage.    {Approved  March  Iti,  1881.] 

Nov,  .Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  City  of  Boston  ever 
intend  to  take  those  flats  an*  is  the  time  to  do  it.  I 
have  no  fear  that  the  Charles-river  embankment 
will  he  aheavv  expense;  but  as  a  matter  of  economy 
I  believe  that  we  ought  to  Commence  the  work  now. 
The  Committee  on  Commissions  had  Mr.  Forristall 
before  them, and  in  nquiring  about  the  running  of  his 
department  we  obtained  such  information  that  cer- 
tainly showed  that  a  dumping  plaoe  for  our  ashes 
will  be  a  matter  of  considerable  expense  and  consid- 
eration for  future  City  Governments.  Ob  that  ac- 
count I  was  verv  much  surprised  that  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Health  voted  against  the  taking 
of  that  laud  and  flats  to  improve  the  Charles-river 
embankment,  r  was  not  satisfied  with  Mr.  Forris- 
talfs  answers  to  our  questions  in  the  report  that  we 
shall  shortly  bring  in  Jrom  the  Committee  on  Com- 
missions, but  asked  him  a  day  or  two  ago  to  give  me 
his  views  in  writing, so  that  they  could  be  made  clear 
to  the  hoard  in  regard  to  now  commencing  the 
Charles-river  embankment.     Here  is  his  letter: 

Health  Office, 
32  Pemberton   Square, 

Nov.  12,  1881,  J 
Alderman  O'Brien,  Sir. 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry  respecting  a  dump  for 
the  reception  of  ashes  and  other  material  collected 
by  this  departiurnt,  I  would  state, — 

That  tbe  dump  grounds  for  ashes,  &c,  in  and  about 
the  city,  are  nearly  exhausted. 

Tbe  transportation  by  railroad  wouldinvolve  great 
expense  to  the  city. 

A-  regards  the  Charles-river  embankment,  I  can 
onl<;  say,  that  in   my   opinion  such   a   location   for   a 
dump  would  be  desirable,  and  I  think  there  would 
be  a  saving  to  the  city  of,  at  lean,  $25,000  per  year. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Geo.  \v.  Imjiuustall, 
Sunt. 

That  was  given  to  me  about  a  week  ago,  thinking 
the  matter  might  ooine  up  last  Monday,  but,  owing 
to  a  pressure  of  other  matters,  it  did  not.  That  is 
all  I  desire  to  say  on  this  subject.  I  merely  want  to 
call  the  attention  ot  the  hoard  to  the  fact  that  our 
Superintendent  of  Health  says  it  will  be  of  a  money 
value  to  the  city  of  Boston  of  $25,000  a  year  as  a 
dumping  grouud.  "hat  being  the  case,  I  am  satis- 
fied that  the  Charles-river  embankment  would  soon 
pay  lor  itself,  if  the  Aldermen  see  fit  to  pats  the 
order. 

Alderman    Viles— I   would   like    to  inquire   what 


guarantee  we  have  from  the  Park  Commissioners, 
that  they  will  allow  the  Cummittee  on  Heaith,to 
dump  thei-  ashes  and  debris  upon  Beacon  street. 
At  the  time  we  passed  the  order  for  the  park  on  the 
Back  Ba>.oneol  the  strongest  arguments  used  was 
that  it  would  he  a  dumping  grouud  for  the  Commit- 
tee on  Health.  The  late  Alderman  Clark  stated  that 
all  we  would  have  to  do  would  be  to  buy  the  Und 
and  the  Committee  on  Health  would  fid  it  up.  That 
can  be  found  on  the  r-  cord.  I  was  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Health  at  the  time,  and  we  dumped 
llii.iiiuj  loads  there.  The  Park  Commissioners  noti- 
fied the  committee  that  the  material  was  not  lit  for 
rilling,  and  tint  it  was  objectionable  to  the  neighbor- 
hood. Now,  if  we  pass  this  orde.  are  we  aware  that 
the  people  in  that  vicinity  will  allow  the  Health  De- 
partment teams  to  dump  the  debris  of  Boston  there? 
The  ashes  will  blow  in  many  directions,  and  there  is 
a  great  deal  of  the  matter  that  is  objeotionable. 
Before  this  goes  through  1  think  we  ought  to  know  ' 
whether  it  will  te  allowed  to  be  used  as  a  dumping 
ground. 

Alderman  Caldwell — I  have  always  been  favora- 
ble to  the  Charles-river  embankment.  I  voted 
against  it  at  the  last  meeting  for  several  reasons. 
But  the  reason  which  has  been  brought  forward 
now,  that  we  can  fill  it  with  asiies,  would  have  no  in- 
fluence with  me,  for  I  don't  believe  in  it.  I  think 
about  one-half  of  the  ashes  are  combustible  mate-' 
rial.  When  it  is  dumped  into  the  tide  and  the  water 
flows  out  those  ashes  blow  away.  We  nave  some- 
thing  of  ti  e  same  experience  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river,  and  something  has  got  to  be  done  with  it.  It 
is  very  well  to  talk  about  tilling  it  with  the  ashes, 
but  we  all  know  what  ashes  are.  I  don't  believe  tbe 
citizens  of  that  part  of  the  city  will  consent  to  it. 
After  one  season  I  think  something  has  got  to  be 
done,  and  some  arrangement  made  to  disoose  of  the 
ashes  and  swill  different  from  what  it  is  now.  The 
Superintendent  states  to  me  that  the  dumping' 
ground  in  Cbarlestown  is  worth  ten  thousand  ooP 
lars  a  year  to  the  city.  It  is  a  question  in  my  mind 
whether  the  land  shouldn't  be  taken  and  tilled  with 
gravel,  and  the  price  ot  the  laud  wou'd  more  than 
pay  the  interest  and  taxes  on  the  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars saved  As  i  have  said  before,  I  have  always 
been  in  favor  of  the  Charles-river  park,  but  the 
argument  of  putting  ashes  there  I  don't  think  is  a 
good  one.  As  the  Alderman  says,  this  subject  was 
brought  u  when  the  Back  Bay  park  was  laid  out.  As 
1  understand,  the  Paik  Commissioners  fouad  the 
public  complaining,  and  they  threw  it  upon  the  En- 
gineers to  forbid  the  Health  Depaitment  from  put- 
ting any  more  ashes  thtie. 

At  erman  Hersej — I  have  no  doubt  that  some 
time  in  the  future  the  Charles-river  embankment 
can  he  built,  but  I  do  not  believe  it  is  a  present  ne- 
cessity. With  so  many  orders  pressing  upon  us  for 
passage,  for  measures  of  immediate  necessity,  it  is 
manifest  that  all  these  schemes  cannot  and  ought  not 
to  pass.  I  believe  the  Charles-river  embankment  is 
one  ot  those  that  cau  he  delayed  very  well.  I  pre- 
sume the  State  will,  at  anytime  when  we  vote  to 
make  this  improvement,  grant  us  permission  to  take 
these  flats,  so  that  there  will  be  no  depreciation  iu 
their  value.  It  is  di't'trent  in  that  respect  from  ihe 
other  (iark  schemes.  There  is  not  that  necessity  for 
it  that  there  is  in  other  cases,  where  land  is  to  be 
taken.  So  I  see  no  reason  at  this  time  wiiy  this  should 
be  urged.  Some  other  schemes  "ill  have  to  be  passed 
that  aie  of  more  vital  importance  to  tne  City  of  Bos-  ' 
ton  than  this.  Therefore,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  vote 
against  ttis  order. 

Alderman  Frost— One  serious  objection  I  have  to 
voting  for  this  order  is,  that  we  know  nothing  about  ' 
the  cost  of  the  scheme.   It  is  the  same  in  that  respect 
with   all  these  otbet  park  schemts.     We  hav.- no  es- ' 
timate  of  what  the   park  will  cost.    All  we  have  is 
that  we  shall   take  land  to  the  assessed  valuation  of 
so  much.     We  don't  know  whether  we  can  buy  those 
wharves  between  the  bridges  for  their  assessed  valu- 
ation or  double  it.    Tnere  is  one  thing  in  which  I 
believe  rhe  public  are  very  much  misled  in  this  mat-  ' 
ter.     People  have  been  to   me  who  think  it  is  a  good  ' 
thing.    They  think  this  order  embraces  tne  whole  ' 
front  from   Canal  Bridge  to  Cottage  Farm.     I  pre- 
sume the  public    consider   that  that   is  the  scheme 
before    u'.      But    it    is    a    very    small    part    of 
it.      As   to    dumping   ashes    there,   that    has   bem  '. 
very  well  axplained,  and  there  is  no  necessity  for  my  . 
saving  anytoiug  upon  that  su'.ject,  and  further  than" 
this,  we  caunot  cover  anv  huge  part  of  it  with  ashes 
unless  we  provide  elsewhere  for  a  dumping  ground  ' 
for  the  gravel  which  must  be  excavated.    For  every 
yard  of  tide  water  displaced  the  Harbor  Commission-  : 
ers  will   require   the  dredging  of  a  yard  from    the 
channel  of  Charles  river;  whether  we   till  around    it 
or  not,  we  have  got  to  do  the  same  dredging  for  the 
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displacement  of  tide  water,  or  the  Harbor  Commis- 
sioners wil  i  do  it.  If  the  Harbor  Commissioners  do 
it,  it  has  got  to  be  carted  awav  elsewhere  unless  we 
allow  them  to  dutm>  it  inside  this  wharf.  But  the 
serious  objection,  I  have  is  that  there  is  no  estimate 
of  the  cost.  We  are  throwing  away  millions  of  the 
ciiy's  mouey  and  only  taking  so  much  land,  paying 
for  no  matter  how  much- -we  are  obliged  to  pay  for 
it, — and  we  aon't  know  anything  about  what  the  cost 
is  to  be. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  am  almost  afraid  to  say 
anything  on  this  subject.  The  only  remarks  I  made 
before  were  in  favor  of  the  Muddy-river  improve- 
ment ana  the  Charles-river  embankment,  and  those 
were  the  only  orders  voted  dowu.  I  am  a  good  deal 
surprised  at  some  of  the  remarks  of  the  Aldermen 
on  my  right.  He  states  that  the  residents  of  B>  aeon 
street  will  make  decided  objections  to  dumping  ashes 
there.  Now  if  my  memory  serves  me  aright,  tbe 
Public  Garden  was  tilled  op  to  a  great  extent  bv  the 
dumpers  of  the  Health  Department,  with  the  same 
class  of  material  to  be  put  in  the  Charles-river  em- 
bankment If  I  read  the  order  aright  there  is  to  be  a 
seawall,  to  make  which  we  have  the  means  of  dispos- 
ing of  the  stone  at  the  reservoir.  I  think  it  very 
much  more  to  the  interest  of  the  city  to  use  the 
stone  for  a  purpose  of  thatkind  than  to  peddle  it  out 
to  such  customers  as  may  turn  up  in  a  retail  way.  If 
that  wall  is  built  hr.-t,  I  see  no  reason  why  the  ashes 
would  wash  away  and  leave  objectionable  matter  to 
festerirr  the  sun.  if  the  Back  Bay  is  squeamish  as  to 
ashes  that  will  come  in  there,  I  should  think  they 
would  be  more  squeamish  at  the  mass  of  material 
we  are  delivering  upon  the  flats  from  the  city  sewers. 
If.  they  can  stand  the  smell  of  the  sewage  atlowtide, 
I  think  they  can  stand  anything  else  that  will  tend  to 
shut  out  the  water.  I  look  upon  this  improvement 
as  one  of  iinineiiate  necessity.  It  is  very  much 
more  desirable  than  our  park  system  mile-*  out  of 
the  city  proper.  I  look  upon  this  as  a  sanitaiy  ne- 
cessity: the  quicker  we  can  fence  the  Charles  river 
in  with  an  embaakment  that  is  alwa\  stilled  with 
water  at  all  scales  of  the  tide,  the  better  for  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  City  of  Boston.  I  am  ex- 
tremely sorry  that  I  alone  of  this  board  who  are 
upon  the  Committee  on  Health  should  be  ia  fav  >r  of 
this  measure,  against  the  majority  of  tbe  committee. 
I. believe  I  am  right,  and  I  think  it  is  for  the  interest 
ojf  the  city — very  much  more  so  than  some  enterprises 
yte  have  already  voted  money  for.  It  is  intinitely 
more  to  the  interest  of  tbe  City  of  Boston  than  the 
improvement  at  South  Boston.  I  voted  for  all  of 
iheui.  I  believe  they  should  all  be  adopted.  I  want 
to  see  the  City  of  Boston  advance.  I  want  to  see  i' 
the  greatest  city  of  this  continent,  and  the  only  won- 
der is  that  these  natural  advantages  in  the  way  of 
water  surroundings,  that  do  not  exist  iu  any  other 
city  in  this  country,  have  in  all  these  years  been 
overlooked.  Why  it  has  been  so,  I  cannot  see. 
When  we  take  a  forward  step  in  the  march  of  im- 
provement we  ""ertainiy  should  begin  at  our  own 
door,  before  we  go  into  the  country.  I  hope  this  ap- 
propriation for  $300,000  will  pass  promptly  and  with- 
out question.  This  bugaboo  about  what  is  coming 
afar  off  will  take  care  of  itself.  I.et  the  coming  ad- 
ministration take  care  of  this  question.  We  are  here 
to  commence  these  great  improvement--,  and  I  hope 
we  will  not  stop  tight  in  the  midst  of  them,  arid  par- 
ticularly not  leave  the  most  pressing  portion  to  ;he 
last. 

Alderman  O'Brien— This  dumping  ground,  is  not 
immediately  upon  Beacon  street.  It  is  m  the  rear 
of  Charles  street,  and  it  is  borm.ed  wholly  by  wharf 
property.  As  the  Alderman  opposite  has  said,  the 
Public  Garden  was  tilled  with  ashes,  and  I  never 
heard  any  objection  to  it.  Boston  wharf  is  used  as  a 
dumping  ground  for  the  Health  Department,  but 
tliey  nave  nearly  exhausted  it,  and  nobodv  ever  ob- 
jected to  the  dumping  of  ashes  there.  The  Park 
Commissioners,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Comnittee  on 
Parks  some  months  ago,  said— their  attention  having 
been  called  to  it— positively  and  emphatically  that 
they  would  not  ooject  to  the  dumping  of  ashes  there, 
but.  on  the  contrary,  would  ue  glad  if  Mr.  Forristall 
would  go  to  work  and  till  it  up  gradually  in  that 
way.  The  chairman  of  the  Commitiee  on  Parks  can 
corroborate  that  statement.  The  Fark  Commission- 
ers said  positively  »n«i  emphatically  that  they  would 
like  to  have  that  place  tilled  up  with  ashes  from  the 
Health  Department 

Alderman  Breck— The  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Health  has  stated  that  the  Park  Commissioner's 
objected  to  the  ashes  on  account  of  their  being  offen- 
sive. I  think  there  is  a  mistake  ab  jut  that.  The 
Health  Depaitment  were  putting  their  ashes  there 
and  had  so  much  a  load.  The  Park  Commissioners 
found  that  the  work  was  not  progressing  as  fast 
as  it  should,  and  the  Commissioners  were  urged  t 


take  si'rne  other  measures,  and  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  to  bring 
gravel  from  Needharu  Plains  and  elsewhere,  yyhich 
they  have  been  doing,  and  are  doing  to-day,  tu  till 
up  the  park.  There  was  no  objection  to  the  ashes. 
I  believe  if  we  pass  this  order  it  will  be  orre  of 
the  best  things  we  can  do  tor  the  health  of 
the  city.  Every  Alderman  knows  how  offen- 
sive it  is  there  at  low  water.  If  we  dump 
the  ashes  there  it  will  save  $25,000  a  year,  and  it  will 
not  be  long  before  we  sb»ll  have  saved  enough  to  pay 
for  the  seawall.  It  will  be  but  very  little  expense  to  the 
city.  The  health  of  the  city  can  be  improved  bv  it. 
The  people  oi  the  North  Knd  will  have  a  place,  to  go 
and  walk  evenings  arrd  be  away  from  their  surround- 
ings. 

Alderman  Frost — I  only  rise  to  correct  one  or  two 
serious  errors,  especially  as  to  the  Health  Depart- 
ment beiug  paid  for  the  ashes  dumped  on  the  Back 
Bay  Park.  I  have  it  from  tbe  Superintendent  of 
Health  to-day,  that  he  never  received  acentforit. 
Hewou'd  have  been  glad  to  keep  on,  but  was  stopped. 
We  have  a  dumping  ground  in  that  section  of  the 
city  which  will  last  for  two  years  or  more,  and  we 
shall  probably  have  ?  dumping  ground  en  the  South 
Boston  flats  longer  than  we  shall  live  fur  teams  in 
that  part  of  the  city.  But  in  this  part  of  the  city  we 
may  want  one.  By  the  terms  of  this  act  the  Park 
must  be  tilled  up  within  five  years.  Iuon'tuuder- 
statd  there  is  a  nuisance  in  the  part  of  the  flats  which 
we  propose  to  take  now.  There  is  one  above  there 
on  the  river,  but  I  don't  understand  there  is  a 
nuisance  o    this  part. 

Alderman  Slade — I  didn't  think  1  should  say  any- 
thing iD  regard  to  this,  but  from  the  tenor  of  the 
debate  I  think  I  will  say  a  word  or  i  wo.  We  are  all 
well  enough  aware  that  in  a  short  time,  after  Beacon 
street  becomes  built  up  away  out,  it  will  be  almost 
impossible  for  a  man.  woman  or  child  to  see  the  salt 
water  v*  ithout  trespassing  upon  somebo  y's  else  I  *nd, 
unless  you  go  out  on  the  Charles  river,  or  on  some  of 
the  bridges.  Women  and  children,  of  course,  have 
no  business  to  go  and  stana.  JSow,  so  far  as  filling 
this  with  ashes  is  concerned,  there  can  oe  no  harm 
in  tilling  it  two-thirds  or  three-quarters  with  ashes, 
or  as  high  as  tide  water.  Above  that  it  will  have  to 
be  something  that  will  be  better  than  ashes.  But  I, 
for  one,  living  near  this  localitv,  am  not  at  all  afraid 
to  get  the  smell  that  will  come  from  the  ashes  dumped 
there.  I  wish  we  could  get  rid  of  the  smell  that 
comes  from  the  sewers,  which  at  times  is  almost  in- 
tolerable. Very  soon  all  those  sewers  will  be  taken 
out  of  Charles  river.  If  chat  is  done  there  certainly 
can  be  no  more  delightful  place  in  the  world  for  a 
walk  or  drive  than  on  the  borders  of  Charles  river. 
I  think  it  ought  to  be  secured,  and  that  this  is  the 
time  to  do  so.  I  think  this  park  scheme  has  got  ripe, 
so  to  speak.  If  we  take  hold  of  it,  it  will  be  finished 
and  doue  for  a  long  time.  Unril  it  is  taken  up  and 
acted  upon  every  City  Council  will  be  pestered  with 
it.  When  I  voted  for  the  other  schemes  I  supposed 
the  whoie  of  them  would  go  through,  and  that  would 
be  the  end  ot  it,  with  the  exception  of  what  is  to 
follow,  and  I  don't  feel  much  alarmed  about  that. 
It  certainly  would  be  a  great  accommodation 
to  the  people  of  the  North  and  West  ends  to 
have  this  Charles-river  embankment.  It  is  true 
the  Common  is  not  tar  off,  but  this  park  would 
be  a  delightful  place  on  account  of  its  being 
on  the  borders  of  the  river.  In  the  evenings 
of  hot  weather  I  have  no  doubt,  if  the  park  was 
there,  it  would  be  completely  lined  from  one  end  to 
the  other  with  people  liviug  at  the  North  End  who 
now  have  a  pretty  hard  look  for  anything  in  the 
shape  of  a  pleasure  ground.  I  am  iu  hupes  that  this 
will  be  adopted.  In  regard  to  what  the  Alderman 
says  of  the  lauds  iu  Charlestown,  that  they  would  be 
worth  a  great  deal  more  if  tilled  with  gravel.  Possi- 
bly that  may  be  true,  for  I  suppose  those  lands  are 
intended  for  building  purposes  some  time.  This 
property  is  not.  It  is  to  be  covered  up  and  there  it 
will  lie.  For  that  reason  1  see  no  objectiou  to  the 
dumping  of  ashes  there.  They  will  be  covered  at. 
every  high  tide.  As  I  have  said  before,  I  hope  this 
scheme  will  go  through. 

Alderman  Curtis — As  the  Alderman  just  said  he 
didn't  intend  to  say  anything  uu  this  question — 
neither  did  I.  But  as  he  has  spoken  on  this  question, 
nothing  has  done  me  more  pleasure  than  what  he 
has  said,  that  we  ought  tu  get  rid  of,  the  sewage.  As 
Secretary  Warner  used  to  say,  God  save  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts.  Now,  sir,  when  we 
talk  about  taking  this  park  aud  mud  hole  agaiu,  and 
appropriating  this  money  where  we  don't  know 
where  we  are  going  to  land,  and  to  finish  Boston  this 
year,  it  is  beyond  all  rav  calculations  where  you  are 
going  to  get  this  money  that  you  nave  passed  here, 
after  the  order  we  have  passed  that  the  assessment 
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shall  not  exceed  twelve  dollars  on  a  thousand.  Now, 
the  gentleman  Bays  we  hanl.y  have  any  place  for  our 
children  to  stand  upon.  Shall  we  keep  on  buying  so 
as  to  get  a  place  for  every  child  to  Maud  upon'.'  Look 
at  me  Common.  Cannot  your  child,  en  stand  on 
the  Common  and  PuOlic  irarden?  haven't  we  got  a 
,„u  1  dole  mil  .in  Hit  Back  Bay  that  we  arc  tilling  up 
that  will  com  six  millions  ot  dollars,  and  can- 
not your  children  go  on  there?  Here  is  your 
Charles-river  embankment  to  be  within  a  June's 
thruv,  of  your  Back  Bay  park.  This  is  an  old  story 
that  keeps  going  around  the  board  here,  that  there 
is  no  place  for  our  cuihiren  to  go  and  have  some 
sport.  Why  do  we  keep  buying  this  park,  ami  ap- 
propriating money,  night  after  night,  by  millions, 
and  vet  bave  no  bealthy-pra-CTr  tor  our  children  to  go 
and  scop?  Now,  if  we  are  determined  to  hnish  the 
City  of  Boston  before  this  board  goes  out,  and  we  are 
goiug  to  pass  all  these  orders,  wh>  then  of  course  for 
the  rert  of  the  time  to  come  the  ci'.y  government  of 
Boston  will  have  in  'thing  to  do.  We  are  going  to  do 
it  all  here  now.  Million-  upon  millions  you  are  lay- 
ing out  here  on  the  park  question,  with  all  the  money 
you  want  for  necessary  improvements,  and  if  you 
can  tell  me  where  the  mouey  is  coming  from,  with 
ihe  ciders  passed  bv  this  board — it  is  beyond  my  cal- 
culation. \'ou  certainly  cannot  borrow  money,  bc- 
cau>«  \uu  will  come  up  ">  the  limit  at  which  you  are 
allowed  to  borrow.  T heiuvijat  are  you  going  to  do? 
Now  ii  this  was  upland,  or  was  at  a  proper  distance 
from  the  Back  Bay  park,  it  would  be  a  different 
thing,  but  you  don't  know  anything  about  the  cost 
which  yuii  are  going  to  have.  If  we  mu't  buy  a  park 
for  the  North  End,  letmsiake  the  whole  of  the 
North  End  for  a  park— all  of  it  below  Hauover 
street.  Take  the  whole  of  it,  and  I  think  you  will 
get  nearer  the  cost  bv  talcing  the  valuation  of  that 
property  than  you  will  by  taking  the  Charles  river 
and  tilling  it  up 'Old  calling  it  the  Charles-river  em- 
bankment. 

Alderman  Viles—  Had  a  stranger  been  in  this  board 
last  Monday,  and  listened  to  the  discussion  of  the 
water  question  and  improved  sewerage,  he  would 
have  gone  away  and  said,  Boston  has  all  she  wants 
lor  tht  next  ■£>  years  before  she  gets  those  things 
closed  up.  for  the  discussion  took  a  very  wide  range 
to«how  what  we  have  to  do  to  get  watei.  We  have 
got  to  have  water,  and  we  ba\e  got  to  carry  it  off. 
Now,  sir,  this  $300,000  to  be  dumped  between  the  two 
bridges  i-  only  the  commencement.  What  will  it 
Ben  we  get  to  Cottage  Farm?  It  we  could 
afford  it  1  would  like  to  see  it  done.  Now,  we  have 
a  matter  on  the  table  which  Boston  must  take  up— 
the  Muddy-river  improvement.  Perhaps  we  are  not 
ready  for  it  now,  but  when  the  lime  comes,  and  that 
i»  needed  for  the  health  ol  the  city,  every  Bostonian 
should  Bay  amen,  tnat  that  shall  be  done.  1  would 
Bay  S3  UOW  if  I  believed  the  time  had  come.  But 
BostoD  will  take  care  of  it.  I  don't  like  the  way 
these  park  orders  came  in  here.  We  know  that  at 
«e  of  Congress  there  is  a  sort  of  omnibus  bill 
comes  in:  everything  is  put  into  it.  These  park  or- 
nie  to  oiease  all  sections.  You  tickle  me  and 
I'll  tickle  you.  People  awoke  one  morning  and 
everybody  iound  be  had  a  park  in  front  of  his  house. 
1  think  the  West  Roxbury  park  could  have  been  .  ou- 
sidered  on  its  merits  as  a  park.  Then  the  Brighton 
park  was  lacked  on,  ami  I  don't  believe  the  Alder- 
m an  from  Brighton  knows  where  it  is,— or  hardly 
does,— and  I  don't  believe  another  Alderman  at  this 
board  does. 

Alderman  Slade— I  do. 

Alderman  Viles— Suppose  we  put  all  ttese  schemes 
together  and  where  will  we  land?  I  don't  know 
where  the  money  is  to  come  from.  For  one,  I  will 
be  obliged  to  vote  against  this  Charles-river  em- 
bankment. 

Alderman  O'Brien— If  a  stranger  were  sitting  iu 
this  hall  and  listening  to  the  gentleman  from  the 
North  Emi,  he  would  say  that  BoBton  is  a  dead  city, 
and  has  stoppeC  growing.  When  one  ot  the  most 
pi ominent  Aldermen  rises  m  his  seat,  knowing  that 
we  have  spent  over  twelve  millions  of  dollars  for 
improvements  during  the  time  he  has  been  a  mem- 
ber oi  this  board,  and  paid  a  city  debt  during  the 
same  nine  of  about  fointeeu  millions  of  dollar.-— why 
for  hi  iu  to  get  up  and  talk  about  the  danger  of  ap- 
propriating two  or  tnree  hundred  thousand  dollars 
(..ran  improvement  of  tin-  kind  is  astonishing.  I 
understand  that  a  petition  has  oeen  sent  to  the  Corn- 
on  Health  within  a  short  time  to  abate  a  nuis- 
ance in  tin*  very  district.  Can  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  dealth  give  me  any  information 
about  that  petition?  Is  not  such  a  petition  before 
iniltec  on  Health? 
.  man  Caldwell — I  am  not  aware  of  such  a 
petition. 

Aldermen  O'Brien— I  am  also  surprised    at    the 


Alderman  from  the  Highlands.     At  every  meeting 
tie.  stands  up  in  tuis  board  and  lalks  about  the  nui- 
sance that  exists  around   him.     No  greater  nuisauce 
exists  around  him  than  there  is  near  the  Alderman, 
opposite  on  the  Hats  ot  Charles  river.    There  is    not  ; 
much  uiore  sewage  emptied  into  the. South  la. , where  ■ 
the  Alderman's  place  of  business  is  located,  than  ■ 
there  is  where  the  Alderman  horn  the  West  liud  has  , 
to  reside.    There   is  this  difference  between  tbeni:. 
The  Alderman  from  the  Highlands  has  to  inhale  the 
South- bay  sewage  during  business  hours;  he  goes  out 
to  the  Highiai  ds  and  lives  there  on  an  elevated  posi- 
tion; whereas  Alderman  Slade  has  to  inhale  it  night 
and  day.    The  Alderman  from  the  Highlands,  to  be 
consistent,  ought  to  be  as  anxious  to  remove  the  nui- 
sance and  sewage  from  the  flats  of  Charles  river  as 
he  is  to  remove  the  nuisauce  from  the  territory  on, 
which  his  business  is  located. 

Alderman  Curtis— Just  one  word  in  answer  to  the 
gentleman.  There  has  been  no  nuisance  removed 
from  my  locality,  and  very  likely  there  never  will 
be.  Then  in  regard  to  the  nuisance  on  Charles 
river;  there  is  no  nuisance  there,  and  I  never  saw  the 
water  away  from  where  this  embankment  is  going. 
The  Hats  are  entirely  beyond  it. 

Alderman  Hreck— I  do  not  think  the  Alderman  has 
ever  been  down  to  the  foot  of  1'oplar  street  or  at  the 
city  yard  or  at  anv  of  the  yvharves  in  that  vicinity. 
If  he  should  go  down  to  the  wharf  he  would  see  that  , 
when  the  tide  goes  out  the  flats  are  exposed,  and  he  • 
would  find  a  smell  there  that  would  make  him  cry 
out  to  the  heavens  tor  relief.  It  is  o-ie  of  the  worst 
places  iu  the  city. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  frequently  go  to  that  place  to 
get  a  smell  of  good  air. 

Alderman  Breck— I  am  glad  the  Alderman  is  i 
so  easily  satisfied,  although  he  seems  to  be  in 
appu  ently  good  health.  The  Alderman  has  said'  , 
that  we  want  a  park  for  ever*  little  child,  and 
that  they  already  have  the  Commou.  It  is  true 
enough  that  they  can  go  up  to  the  Common  at  ••er- 
tain  hours,  iiut  theie  aie  times  and  places  for  all 
things.  There  are  times  for  thechildren  to  go  there,. 
but  the  old  folks  want  a  place  to  go  to;  the  boys  and 
girls  want  a  place  to  go  to.  They  are  not  allowed  to 
be  around  much  on. the  Common  at  night,  and  that  is 
the  reason  we  want  this  Clm-hs-river  embankment. 
It  is  going  to  be  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the 
people  of  the  North  End.  Every  citizen  there  will 
thank  us  if  we  pass  this  order. 

Aideiman  Viles— The  Alderman  from  the  High- 
lands calls  upon  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  ' 
Health,  and  talks  about  a  nuisance.  The  Alderman 
himself  knows  that  any  complaint  in  regard  to  a 
nuisance  generally  linds  its  way  to  the  Committee  on 
Sewers,  and  we  have  to  abate  it  and  pay  for  it  out  of 
our  appropriation.  He  knows  there  has  been  no 
complaiut  of  that  kind  before  the  Committee  on 
Sewers  this  year. 

Alderman  Slade— I  don't  know  but  this  will  cost 
the  whole  ot  §300,001),  but  my  impression  is  that  if  I' 
owned  that  wharf  property  1  should  esteem  it  much 
more  valuable  with  that  park  in  front  of  it  thau  I 
should  vatue  it  to-day.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  going  to 
enhance  the  value  of  that  property.  It  seems  to  me 
it  is  not  valuable  as  wharf  property  to-dav,  because 
they  have  to  bring  their  merchandise  up  through  all 
those  bridges.  I  should  be  willing  to  pay  a  small  bet- 
terment myself  on  Poplar  street  if  this  scheme  is  car- 
ried through.  I  do  not  imagine  that  this  is  going  to 
be  so  expensive  a  scheme  alter  all. 

Alderman  Frost— We  don't  any  of  us  seem  to  knew 
what  we  are  going  to  talk  about.  The  Alderman's 
argument  is  that  it  is  gonig  to  improve  that  wharf 
property.  This  scheme  proposes  to  take  all  the 
wharf  property  between  rhe  two  bridges. 

Alderman  O'Bneu— I  would  merely  quote  again 
from  what  Mr.  Forristall  says,  that '  the  dumping 
grounds  of  the  city  are  nearly  exhausted,  and  if  this 
is  taken  for  a  dumping  ground  it  will  be  a  saving  to 
the  city  ot  §20,01)0  a  year.  That  is  the  interest  on 
upwards  of  §000,000. 

Alderman  Frost— The  Aideiman  has  not  answered 
my  question  as  to  what  is  to  be  done  with  the  bridges. 
He  knows  very  well  that  for  every  yard  ot  tide  water 
displaced,  a  yard  of  the  river  is  to  be  dredged;  where 
will  he  put  it  if  it  is  tilled  with  ashes? 

Alderman  O'Brien— i  do  not  pretend  to  answer  the 
question  of  tb«  Alderman.  He  says  nobody  in  this 
board  understanots  this  question.  That  is  an  intima- 
tion that  be  does  not  understanu  it;  and  what  is  the 
use  of  answering  his  questions? 

Aideiman  Breck— I  do  not  pretend  to  understand    I 
the  matter  well   enough  to  answer  the  Alderman's 
question.    I  ran  only  m  rierstand  what  the  Govern- 
ment is  doing  in  Charles  river.    They  arc  dredg- 
ing   the   material  from  the  bottom   of    the  river,  j 
which  consists  of  clear  sand  and  oyster  shells,  aud 
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are  ruuiping;  it  into  the  territory  of  a  private  land 
company.  In  toe  same  way  the  channel  on  this 
side  can  be  dredge'1,  and  the  material  »l,.ced  on  the 
Boston  siue  of  the  embankment.  This  is  proba- 
ulv  the  way  it  will  be  done.  When  you  come  to 
the  bottom  of  the  river  you  will  lind  clear  sand  and 
Oyster  shells,  and  that  wtl  be  the  way  you  will  get 
rid  of  it.  Undoubtedly  the  engiueers  will  find 
away  to  do  it,  and  they  can  do  it  better  than  we 
can. 

The  order  in  regard  to  the  Charles-river  embank- 
ment was  passed,  yeas  8,  nays  4: 

Yeas  —  Aldermen  Breek",  Caldwell,  Haldeman, 
O'Brien,  Slade,  Tucker,  Whitten,  Woolley— 8. 

Nays — Aldermen  Curtis,  Frost,  Viles — 4. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  O'Brien,  the  order  in  re- 
gard to  the  Muddy-river  improvement  was  specially 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting. 

Alderman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

! 

CONDITION  OF  THE  WATER. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following  which 
was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  printed,  (Docu- 
ment 143,  188!): 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  1 
Nov.  21, 1881.  } 

The  Joint  Standing  Committee  ou  Water,  wuo 
were  directed  to  investigate  the  cause  of  the  impu- 
rity of  tue  water  furnished  this  city,  having  attended 
to  that  duty,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port: 

Altnougo  the  cause  of  the  contamination  of  our 
water  supply  has  been  diligently  sought  for  at  differ- 
ent times,  and  the  resources  of  science  had  appar- 
ently been  exhausted  without  success,  the  committee 
believed  that  it  was  desirable  to  make  one  more 
effort  in  thai  direction;  and,  therefore  engaged 
the  services  of  Ira  IjRemsen,  Professor  of  Chem- 
istry in  the  Joims  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore, 
to  make  a  thorough  scientific  examination  of  the 
subject. 

Professor  Rernsen  began  his  investigations  on  the 
4th  ot  November,  and  his  labors  were  brought  to  a 
successful  issue  on  the  17th. 

By  his  lepor',  which  is  herewith  submitted,  it  will 
be  seen  that  Professor  Remsen  has  discovered  that 
the  well-known  "cucumber"  flavor,  which  has  ap- 
peared several  times  in  our  »ater  supply,  is  caused 
r>9  the  decomposition  of  a  fresh-water  sponge,  called 
the  Spongitta  fiuviattlis,  Auct.,  that  grows  in  large 
quantities  in  Farm  pond. 

The  irnoorta'ice  of  this  discovery,  not  only  to  Bos- 
ton, out  also  to  all  other  cities  having  a  similar  sys- 
tem of  water  supply,  Is  very  great.  As  all  natural 
or  artificial  reservoirs  are  liable  to  contamination 
from  this  cause,  the  attention  of  scientists  will  now 
be  directed  to  a  close  studv  of  the  spouge,  its  uabits, 
and  the  conditions  favorable  to  its  appearance  and 
growth,  in  order  that,  if  possible,  means  of  preven- 
tion and  removal  may  be  devised. 

The  City  Engineer  informs  the  committee  that  on 
the  11th  of  November  the  Water  Board  placed  the 
entire  control  of  the  water  supply  ir  his  hands,  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  he  deemed  best  to  prevent 
the  annoyance  caused  by  bad  water  The  Eug  neer 
began  to  make  preparations  for  emptying  Farm 
pond  of  the  contaminated  water,  with  a.  view  of  re- 
tilling  it  wirh  good  water  from  Basin  No.  2. 

The  result  of  Professor  Remsen's  investigation, 
however,  rendered  a  radical  change  in  this  plan 
necessary.  As  it  is  impossible  to  empty  the  pond 
entirely,  owing  to  the  grade  of  the  outer  conduit,  it 
is  now  the  intention  of  the  engineer  to  excavate  a 
channel  in  the  bed  of  Farm  pond,  which  will  con- 
nect the  influent  *nrl  effluent  gate-bouses,  so  that  the 
water  from  Basin  No.  2,  or  Sudbury  river, can  be  run 
direct  to  the  Sudbury-river  conduit  and  thence  !o  the 
city,  w  thout  danger  of  contamination  from  the  nn- 
pnrewater  remaining  in  the  oond.  This  work  is  now 
being  actively  prosecuted,  and,  it  is  hoped,  will  be 
completed  iii  a  few  days.  Measures  are  also  bjing 
taken  to  free  the  pond  from  the  cause  of  the  iui- 
puritv. 

The  digging  of  this  channel  is,  however,  only  a 
temporary  expedient,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  that  immediate  steps  should  be  taken  to 
build  a  permanent  conduit  across  or  around  Farm 
pond,  in  order  that  each  of  the  reservoirs  could  be 
completely  isolated  m  case  the  cause  of  the  present 
difficulty  should  again  appear. 

If  the  conclusions  of  Professor  Remseu  are  cor- 
rect, the  committee  see  no  reason,  in  view  of  the 
measures  now  being  taken,  why  the  trouble  arising 
from  bad  water  should  not  soon  he  ended. 

The  committee  desire  to  express  their  high  appre- 
ciation of  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  Professor 
Remsen  to  discover  the  cause  of  an  evil  that  has 
long  baffled  the  efforts   of   all   investigators,   and 


which  has  caused  so  much  anxiety,  if  not  alarm,  in 

the  community. 

Joseph  Caldwell, 
Joseph  A.  Tucker, 
Clinton  Viles, 
Malcolm  S.  Greenouuh, 
Clarence  P.  Lovell, 
George  F.  Mullet, 
Alden  E.  Viles, 
Isaac  Rosnosky, 

Committee. 
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Report  on  n  Peculiar  Condition  of  the  Water 
or  ]£oston,  in  November,  1881. 

BY 
IRA    REMSEN, 
Professor  of  Chemistry  in  the  Johns  Hopkins  Uni- 
versity, Baltimore,  Md., 

(WITH    NOTES    BY   PROFESSORS    ALPHEUS     HYATT, 
AND  w.  g.  FARLOW.) 


(Submitted  to  the  Joint  Standiny  Committee  of  the 
City  Council  on  Water). 


To  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  ot  the  City  Coun- 
cil on  Water. 

Gentlemen, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you 
my  report  on  the  present  peculiar  condition  of 
the  drinking-water  of  Boston.  A  little  more  than 
two  weeks  ago  I  was  requested  by  you  to  undertake  a 
thorough  investigation  of  the  conditiou  of  the  water 
with  the  object  of  discovering,  if  possible,  the  cause 
of  the  peculiar  and  disagreeable  odor  and  taste 
which  rendered  it  very  unpalatable,  ana  which  had,  in 
consequence,  occasioned  a  great  deal  of  coinpiaiut  on 
the  part  of  tue  citizens.  The  taste  referred  to  is  that 
which  is  commonly  recognized  under  the  name  of 
"eucumber  taste,"  as  it  resembles,  or  is  thought  to 
resemble,  that  of  water  whicn  has  stood  in  contact 
with  cucumbers.  This  applies,  as  tax  as  I  am  able  to 
judge,  to  the  water  in  its  worst  conditiou,  while, 
when  the  taste  is  not  at  its  worst,  the  expression 
"tish-oil"  was  then  applied  to  it.  After  the  exami- 
nation of  a  large  uuinner  of  specimeus  at  different 
times  and  different  places,  I  think  the  two  expres- 
sions referred  to  are  well  calculated  to  convey  a 
proper  impression  regarding  the  taste  of  the  water 
at  present.  The  taste  is  intensified  bj  heat,  and  at 
the  same  time  the  odor,  which  is  slight  when  the 
water  is  cold,  becomes  very  strong  and  intensely  dis- 
agreeable. 

The  same  Dr  at  least  a  very  similar  difficulty  is  of 
comparatively  frequent  oceurreuce.  I  need  not  re- 
mind Bostonians  that  it  has  occurred  he^e  on  several 
occasions  and  has  after  a  time  disappeared  bynatural 
processes.  It  was  first  noticed,  as  far  as  is  known,  in 
1854,  and  only  last  winter  it  made  its  appearauce 
again.  Last  winter  also  the  Croton  water  of  New 
York  became  affected  in  the  same  way,  or  what  ap- 
pears to  have  been  the  same  way.  We  have  also 
abundant  records  to  show  that  the  •'cucumber  taste" 
has  affected  waters  in  many  other  places.  I  may 
mention  for  example  the  following:  Hartford,  Conn., 
1871;  New  Haven,  Conn.,  lSB-a,  1865,  1872;  Norwich, 
Conn.,  for  several  years  in  succession;  Jackson- 
ville. 111.;  Holyoke,  Mass.;  Lynn,  Mass.;  St.  Paul, 
Minn.;  Keene.  N.  H.;  Albany,  N.  Y.;  York,  Pa. 
Many  other  places  might  be  mentioned;  bu;  the 
above  will  suffice  lo  show  that  the  difficulty  is 
not  confined  to  one  sectiou  of  the  country. 
Last  winter  the  water  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  became 
affected,  and,  at  the  request  of  the  Mayor  ana  the 
Water  Board  of  that  city,  1  undertook  an  examina- 
tion of  it.  The  results  obtained  by  me  at  theti.ne 
were,  like  the  results  of  all  others  who  have  ever 
made  cai'eful  studies  of  the  subject,  quita  unsatisfac- 
tory. I  ""as  unable  to  find  the  cause,  and  all  investi- 
gations previous  to  that  time,  whether  of  the  Balti- 
more water  or  of  water  similarly  affected  elsewhere, 
have  led  to  the  same  result.  It  is  true  that  various 
suggestions  have  been  made,  indeed  I  may  say 
that  almost  every  possible  suggestion  has  beeu 
made.  What  f  ave  been  uujustly  dignified  by  the 
name  of  "theories"  have  been  put  forward, 
sometimes  by  intelligent,  usually  bv  ignorant 
men,  who  possessed  practically  no  knowledge 
of  the  subject.  In  most  cases,  however,  these 
"theories"    have  easily    been    shown  to  be  iucor- 
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rect,  while  in  a  lew  cases  it  has  been  impossible  to 
deckle  whether  they  were  correct  or  not.  The  water 
in  Boston  bas  beeD  in  recent  years  carefully  exam- 
ined by  the  most  competent  experts,  among  whom  I 
may  specially  mention  Professor  \V.  It.  Nichols,  of 
iIm  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  and  Pro- 
fessor W.  G.  Farlow,  of  Harvard  College;  hut,  prob- 
ably in  consequence  of  unlavorable  cunditious, 
no  cause  could  be  assigned  for  the  "cucumber 
taste." 

In  the  light  of  so  many  previous  failures,  iucludiug 
m\  own  of  last  spring,  I  haa  little  hope,  at  tbe  be- 
ginning of  the  investigation  just  completed,  of  being 
able  to  accomplish  much  of  value.  And  I  have  rea- 
son to  nelievc  that  the  city  authorities,  as  well  as  the 
citizens,  hau  as  little  hope.  Still,  the  possibility  of 
adding  ometliiug  to  our  knowledge  of  this  import- 
ant -abject,  and  the  hope  that  I  might, at  least,  be 
able  to  decide  whether  the  condition  of  our  water  in 
Baltimore  last  winter  and  the  present  condition  at 
the  Boston  water  are  of  the  same  nature  or  not,  led 
rue  to  accept  your  in vitatio  . 

The  present  oimcaitv  was  first  noticed  about  Oc- 
tober 1st.  the  season  had  been  an  unusually  dry 
one  over  a  great  part  of  the  country,  and  rivers  and 
Other  bodies  of  water  were,  at  the  time,  in  a  very  low 
condition.  Just  before  my  visit,  however,  there  had 
been  a  medium  fall  of  rain,  which  raised  the  water 
to  some  extent.  During  the  time  spent  in  the  inves- 
tigation, there  were,  also,  two  other  rain-storms, 
which  added. considerable  to  the  stock  in  the  storage- 
basins. 

Un  my  arrival  iu  Bo-ton,  Nov.  4th,  I  first  inspected 
the  three  reservoirs  which  supply  those  par  s  ot  the 
in  which  complaints  had  arisen.  TDese  are 
the  Chestnut-Hill  reservoir,  the  brookline  reservoir, 
ana  the  Parker-Hill  or  high-service  reservoir.  The 
first  receives  its  water,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, from  the  Sudbury  river  indirectly,  and  from 
Farm  pond  directly.  The  secondreceivesits  wateronly 
from  Cake  Cochituate.  The  last  receives  its  water  both 
lrom  the  Brookline  and  Chestnut  Hill  reservohs,  but 
probably  more  from  the  former  than  from  the  latter 
source,— a  point  which  cannot  be  easily  decided.  It 
was  nodced  at  once  mat  the  water  from  Chestnut 
Hill  reservoir  was  badly  affected,  the  "cucumber 
taste"  and  odor  being  very  pronounced;  that  of  the 
Brooklinereservoirwasnot  affected;  while  that  of  the 
Tarker  Hill  reservoir  was  much  better  than  that  of 
the  Chestnut  Hillreservou',  tbongb  notasgood  as  the 
w:iter  from  the  lirookline  reservoir.  Specimens  of 
all  these  waters  were  collected  for  chemical  exami- 
nation. The  next  day  (Nov.  5th),  in  company  with  a 
number  of  gentlemen  specially  interested  in  the 
problem  under  consideration,  I  visited  Farm  pond,* 
the  Sudbury  river,  with  its  thre*'  basins,  known  re- 
spectively as  Basins  No.  1,  2  and  3;  the  three  divis- 
ions of  Lake  Cochituate,  Began  brock  and  Pegan 
meadows. 

If  the  bad  condition  of  the  water  had  its  origin 
anvwherc  beyond  the  reservoirs  and  the  mains  of 
the  city,  it   must  be  discovered  in  one  of  the  bodies 

*In  order  that  the  connection  between  these   different 
bodies  ot    water  and    the    reservoirs  already  mentioned 
may  becleaily  umit-rstood,  ;i  few  statements  ot  tacts  well 
known  to  lhe  committee,  but  not  generally  known,  should 
Che  Sudbury  river  is  dammed  near  South 
Framlngham,  the  dam  forming  a  basin  Into  which  the 
water  ol  Ine  river  and  of  a  tributary  ol  the  river,  known 
brook,  lscoltected.    This  is  Basin  No.  1.    Later  a 
dam  was  built  farther  up  the  Sudbury,  and  a  serond  basin 
was  thus  formed,  Into  which  only  Sudbury -river  water 
PmslsB  Bin  No.  2,    Still  latera  dam  was 
■  tr  the  mouth  of  Stony  brook,  forming  a  third  ba- 
sin Known  as  Basin  No.  3.    Ibis  collects  only  the  water 
from  Stony  brook.    As  at  present  arranged,  then,  Basin 
Ko.  1  receives  the  overflow   bom   Basins  2  and  3.    The 
water  from  tJif-se  basins  pusses  into  Farm  pond,  which  is 
an  old  u  itural  pond  at  South  Framingham.    From  thence, 
- ,' J mt  m  ihe  uoj^hbo'hood,  of  twentv  rriles  in 
length,  the  water  passes  by  chestnut  J 1  ill  reservoir,  a  1- 
ervoiris  situated  in  the  out- 
skirts of  ihe  city ,  and  mams  pass  directly  from  it  to  ihe 
different  sections  of  the  city. 

Lake  Cochititate  is  ai  Nafick,  or.  rather,  Natick  is  a1  the 
southern  end  of  the  lake.  This  is  a  large  body  of  water, 
which  receives  no  important  streams,  being  dependent  for 
its  water  upon  the  natural  fall  on  tin-  water-shed  antt 
upon  springs      It  is  divided  into  three  pails,  which,  how- 

oiicate  Ireuy  with   each    oilier,  so  thai    Hay 

foini  Dracucally  one  body  of  water,  'i  la-  water,  from  ibis 
lake  flows  through  an  independent  conduit  to  the  ttrook- 
line  reservoir,  already  mentioned. 

(11  'the  best  way  tn  detect  the  cucumber  odor  in  any 

wtier  but  slightly  affected  is  to  pass  about  a  pint  of  ft 

paper  niter,  suchas  is  usea in  'Ijeiii- 

ieal  kiDOl  '  will  reveal  the  odor,  though 

it  may  la-  quite  impossible  to  detect  it  directlv,  even  when 

i  is  heated,     lhe  test  seems  to   be  very  oeUcate, 

otion  it,  as  it  may  serve  others  who  are 

uereaftcr    engaged   In  the  examination   of   ''cucumber 

waters." 


ol  water  included  in  the  list.  As  there  is  no  connec- 
tion between  Lake  Cochitu  >te  and  the  Chestnut- Hill 
reservoir,  aud  the  difficulty  in  the  city  is  confined. 
almost  entirely  to  this  reservoir,  it  seemed  probable 
that,  if  any  of  the  waters  mentioned  are  affected,  the  ■ 
difficulty  would  be  tractd  to  Farm  pond,  or  possibly 
beyond  it  to  one  or  all  the  Sudbury  basins,  or  the 
Sudbnrv  itself.  As  far  as  we  could  judge  by  tasting 
the  different  waters  at  the  sources,  Farm  pond  was 
the  only  body  at  all  seriously  affected,  the  water 
from  this  wes  fully  as  bad,  if  not  worse  than  that  of 
the  Chestnut-Hill  reservoir.  The  water  from  the 
Sudbury  river,  taken  from  the  stream  above  Basin  2, 
had  not  the  "cucumber  taste,"  nor  had  that 
from  Basin  2.  Both  had  a  slb'ht  pondy  taste; 
but  this  was  very  slight  and  did  not  certainly 
even  suggest  bad  water.  Basin  3  was  in  very  low 
condition  at  the  time  of  this  visit.  The  water  which 
was  not  in  use  bad  some  taste  and  some  odor,  but  the 
"cucumber  laste"  was  noticed,  if  at  all,  to  only  a 
very  slight  extent.  Basin  1  was  not  in  use,  and  had 
not  been  for  some  time,  so  no  very  careful  examina- 
tion of  its  water  was  made.  The  three  divisions  of 
Lake  Cochituate  (see  note  ante)  were  next  examined, 
and  the  water  found  to  be  in  good  condition  as  far 
as  could  be  determined  by  tasting  and  smelling. 
One  member  of  the  party  detected  a  very  slight  "cu- 
cumber taste"  at  one  point;  but  the  restof  us  were 
in  doubt  or  could  not  detect  it  at  all.  (1) 

A  far  as  my  own  senses  are  concerned,  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  I  failed  to  detect  it  anywhere  in 
Lake  Cochituate.  Specuneus  of  all  the  waters  men- 
tioned were  collected,  as  were  also  the  specimens 
from  different  depths  and  from  Pegan  meadows, 
which  is  supplied  l,y  Began  brook  at  NatiCK. 

1  next  undertook  a  careful  chemical  examination 
of  the  specimens  collected,  and  found  that  tbe  chem- 
ical evidence  was  in  accordance  with  the  evidence  of 
the  sen-es.  That  i?  to  say,  I  found  that  the  waters. 
which  had  no  taste  were  in  normal  condit  on,  as  far 
as  chemical  analysis  could  determine,  while  these 
which  had  the  "cucumber  taste"  were  plainly  in  ab- 
normal condition,  and  would  have  been  pronounced 
to  be  so  by  any  chemist  who  might  have  analyzed 
them. 

As  there  is  a  great  deal  ot  misconception  in  regard 
to  die  value  to  be  attached  to  chemical  analysis  of 
drinking-waters,  a  lew  words  of  explanation  may 
not  be  considered  out  of  place.  The  most  frequently 
to  be  feared  contamination  of  water  is  sewage.  This 
cannot  be  detectel  directly  by  means  of  chemi- 
cal analysis,  nor  by  anv  other  means;  but,  neverthe- 
less, a  fait  ly  accurate  judgment  may  be  found  in  the 
case  of  a  suspected  water  by  taking  into  considera- 
tion tbe  results  of  the  analyses,  as  well  as  the  con- 
ditions surrounding  the  water.  If  we  find  a  consid- 
erable quantity  of  solid  matter  in  the  water,  to- 
gether with  an  abnormal  quantity  of  chlorine,  of  ni- 
trates, and  of  nitrogenous  organic  matter,  the  pres- 
ence of  sewage  would  be  suspected.  If,  then,  on 
examining  tbe  surrounding  conditions,  we  should 
find  good  reason  for  believing  that  sewage  might  find 
its  way  into  the  water,  the  conclusion  would  be  justi- 
fied that  the  water  is  contaminated  with  sewage  mat- 
ter. Such  watti  bould  be  condemned  at  once,  and 
no  one  should  be  allowed  to  drink  of  it  under  any  < 
consideration. 

Water  nay,  however,  become  contaminated  in 
other  ways,  and  might  easily  become  contaminated 
in  suili  a  way  that  chemical  analysis  would  be  pow- 
erless to  detect  the  foreign  material,  or,  if  it  should 
be  detected,  to  determine  its  nature.  The  whole 
subject  is,  in  short,  m  an  unsatisfactory  state,  and, 
should  any  one,  in  the  examination  of  some  waters, 
coutiue  himsel:  to  "cut  aud  dried  rules,"  he  would 
he  very  ajt  to  come  to  false  conclusions.  Common 
sense  is  a  very  essential  condition  of  success  in  tbe 
examination  of  waters,  as  well  as  in  most  other  diffi- 
cult processes. 

One  of  the  most  commonly  used  methods  of  water 
analysis  is  that  of  Wanklyn."  It  consists  in  distilling 
the  water,  at  first,  alone,  or  with  a  little  carbouate 
soda.  The  ammonia  which  passes  over  >'n  this  distil- 
lation is  collected,  and  itsquautity  determined  bv  an 
extremely  delicate  color  test,  which  need  not  be  de- 
scribed. When  all  tbe  amui  nia  has  passed 
over,  a  solution  of  caustic  potash  and  perman- 
ganate of  potash  is  added,  for  the  purpose 
of  oxidizing  the  organic  matter  which  may 
be  ], resent  iu  the  water.  If  this  con  tains 
nitrogen  more  ammonia  is  formed  in  consequence  of 
the  oxidizing  action,  and  this  new  quantity  of  am- 
nion;-,! is  collected  and  measured,  as  in  the  case  of 
that  first  collected.  The  ammonia  first  collected  is 
known  as  "free  ammonia";  that  which  is  formed  by 
oxidation  is  known  as  "albuminoid  ammonia,"  for 
the  reason  that  albumen  by  oxidation  yields  am- 
monia.   What  we  really  determine   by   this  method, 
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then,  is  simply  whettier  tree  ammonia  is  present  in 
the  water,  and  whetner  there  are  organic  substances 
capable  of  yielding  amuionia  by  oxidation.  But  we 
do  not  deters  ine  what  these  organic  substances  are, 
nor  do  we  determine  whether  they  are  of  animal  or 
vegetable  origin.  Bu  es  have  been  accepted  regard- 
ing the  amounts  of  "free"  and  "albuminoid  am- 
monia" which  may  be  present  in  water  withont  ren- 
dering it  unfit  for  use;  out  these  rules  are,  to  a  great 
extent,  based  upon  the  assumption  that  the  organic 
matter,  which  yields  the  ammonia,  is  from  sewage. 
It  is  plain,  however,  that  suih  matters  mav  have  an 
entirely  different  origiu,  and  the  question  would 
then  oresent  itself  as  a  new  one,  whether  the  water 
containing  it  is  injurious  or  not. 

In  saying,  then,  as  I  did  before,  that  the  chemical 
evidence  is  in  accordance  with  that  obtained  by  the 
smses,  I  mean  more  specifically,  that  the  waters 
which  have  the  "cucumber  taste"  were  found  to 
contain  more  "albuminoid  ammonia"  than  those 
which  did  not  have  the  taste,  and  the  amount  of 
"albuminoid  ammonia"  found  seemed  to  be  approx- 
imately in  direct  proportion  to  the  badness  of  the 
taste.  I  give  here  the  results  of  determinations 
made  in  a  number  of  specimens: 

All  Results  in  this  and  other  Tables  are  expressed  in  Parts 
per  1,000,000. 


Specimens. 

a 

> 

B 
B 
o 

3 

> 

a 
B 

o 

Remarks. 

Bradlee  Basin,    Chestnut- 
Hill  Reservoir,  Nov.  4. .. 

Bruokline  Reservoir,  Nov. 

0.066 

0.014 

0.08 

0  08 

0.094 

0.01 

0.112 

0.226 

0.16 

0.066 
0.334 

0.384 

0.100 

0.132 

0.404 

0.29 

0.222 

0.34 

0.54 

0.116 

0.104 
0.63 

S&1 

Parker  -  Hill       Reservoir, 

Sudbury  River,  Nov.  6  — 
Lake  Cochituate,  at  Gate- 

Sin 
Not  in  use. 
Not  in  use. 

Lake  Cochituate,  near  Pe- 
Pegan  Meadows,  Nov.  5.. . 

Water  not  pass- 
ing into  Lake, 
Nov.  5. 

The  waters  from  which  the  most  "albuminoid  am- 
monia" was  obtained  are  those  from  the  Bradlee 
basin,  Farm  pond,  Basin  Mo.  1,  Basin  No.  3,  and  Be- 
gan meadows.  Only  that  from  Farm  pond  and  the 
Bradlee  basin,  however,  were  in  use;  and  they  are 
practically  one  and  the  same  water.  For  the  present, 
then,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  this  water,  though 
reference  will  be  made  to  the  others  further  on. 

What  now  is  the  cause  of  this  abnormal  quantity 
of  "albuminoid  ammonia"?  The  analyses  of  this 
water,  previously  made  by  Prof,  Nichols,  show  that 
ah  excessive  amount  of  "albuminoid  ammonia"  was 
found.  Farm  pond,  as  has  oeeu  explained  (see  note 
ante),  receives  its  water  from  Basin  No.  2  at  present; 
vet  it  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  of  "albu- 
minoid ammonia"  from  tue  water  of  this  basiu 
Was  only  0.29  parts  ;  while  the  Firm  pond 
water  gave  0.404  parts  in  one  million  parts 
of  water,— a  difference  which,  in  such  matters, 
mu3t  be  considered  very  treat.  Brooklme  reservoir 
water  gave  a  little  less  than  that  of  Lake  Cochituate, 
though  more  than  tint  ft  Parker  Hill  reservoir. 
The  first  general  interpretations  of  the  results  above 
recorded  may  be  stated  briefly  as  follows:  Lake 
Cochituate,  Brooklme  reservoir,  Parker-hill  reser- 
voir are  in  good  condition.  The  Sudbury  river  and 
Basin  2  are  in  fairly  good  condition,  though  they  con- 
tain rather  more  thana  due  allowance  of  nitrogenous 
matter  Considering  the  fact  that  the  water  is  tree 
from  objectionable  taste  and  odor,  and  that  at  the 
time  of  my  visit  there  had  been  a  recent  heavy  rain, 
after  a  protracted  drought,  conditions  which  would 
naturally  increase  the  amount  of  nitrogenous  vege- 
table matter  in  the  water,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  the  Sudbury  water  is  in  good  condition 

I 


for  use,  if  taken  from  Basin  N o.  2.  I  believe,  then, 
that  these  experiments  nearly  prove  what  had 
already  been  surmised,  that  the  seat  ot  the  present 
trouble  is  in  Farm  pond.  The  only  other  possibility 
is  that  it  may  be  in  the  conduit  between  Basiu  2  and 
Farm  pond. 

Having  once  reached  the  conclusion  just  stated, 
again  visited  the  pond  for  toe  purpose  of  collecting 
specimens  of  its  water  at  different  points  on  its  sur- 
face, and  at  different  depths.  Specimens  were  taken 
at  the  influent  gatehouse,  and  at  the  effluent  gate- 
house, and  at  other  points  intervening.  At  about 
450  feet  from  the  effluent  gate  I  collected  surface 
specimens,  and,  further,  a  specimen  from  4  feet  be- 
low the  surface,  one  iiom  8  feet  below,  and  two  at 
the  bottom,  at  a  depth  of  12  feet.  The  last  ones 
were  collected  in  such  a  way  as  to  bring  up  as  much 
mud  as  possible,  and  there  was  plenty  ot  it.  Speci- 
mens were  also  taken  from  Basins  2  and  3,  but  the 
examination  of  these  threw  very  little  additional 
light  on  the  subject. 

An  examination  of  the  different  specimens  from 
Farm  pond  did  not  aid  much  in  tracing  the  difficulty 
to  its  source,  though  it  showed  conclusively  that  the 
whole  pond  is  affected.  As  would  naturally  be  ex- 
pected, the  water  at  the  influent  gate-house  is  not 
contaminated  quite  as  much  as  that .  t  the  other  end 
of  tne  lake.  Unfiltered  specimens  containing  matter 
in  suspension  gave  these  results: 


Free  Am. 

Alb.  Am. 

Extreme  upper  end  of  lake.  Nov.10 

0.026 

0.00 

0.00 

0.45 

0.272 

0.314 

Filtered  specimens  gave  results  as  fol.ows: 

Free  Am. 

Alb.  Am. 

Effluent  Gate-house,  Nov.  10 1.      0.032  1        0.296 

Influent  Gate-house  Nov.  10 |        0.034  |        0.274 

The  results  show  two  things:  1st,  That  there  is 
considerably  more  nitrogenous  matter  in  suspension 
at  the  effluent  gate-house  thau  at  the  influent  gate- 
house; and,  2d,  That  there  is  not  much  difference  in 
the  amount  of  such  matter  in  solution,  in  the  two 
specimens.  The  increase  in  the  amount  of  free  am- 
monia, which  will  be  noticed  in  comparing  the  lat- 
ter table  with  the  former,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
specimens  had  stood  one  day  longer  when  the  second 
series  of  analyses  was  made,  than  thev  nad  when  the 
first  series  was  made.  I  have  found  that  the  waters 
undeigo  a  gradual  cjvauge  by  standing,  and  that  the 
results  of  this  change  can  be  detected  by  analysis. 
The  change  consists  in  further  oxidation  of  the 
nitrogenous,  leading  to  an  increase  in  the  amount 
ot  free  ammonia,  and  tiually  to  a  destruction  of  the 
material  which  imparts  the  taste  and  odor  lo  the 
water. 

I  c ext  examined  the  specimens  taken  at  different 
depths.  When  unfiltered  a  marked  iucrease  in  the 
amount  of  niteogeuous  matter  was  observed,  in  pass- 
ing rrom  the  surface  downward,  though  very  little 
difference  was  observed  in  the  filtered  soecimens, 
except  in  the  case  of  the  water  from  the  bottom.  The 
results  upon  which  these  statements  are  based  are 
included  in  the  accompanying  table: 


Free 

1  Alb. 

Am. 

Am. 

Remarks. 

Surface  Nov.  10.... 

0.00 

0.46 

Not  filtered. 

4  feet  below  surface 

trace 

0.61 

(i         ■( 

Surface  Nov.  10.... 

0.018 

0.27 

Filtered. 

4  feet  below  surf  ace 

0.020 

0.R0 

" 

8  fePt  below  surface 

0  01 

0.26 

" 

Bottom 

0.172 

0.71 

Filtered  from  thick  mud 

The  filtered  specimens  were  analyzed  a  day  later 
than  those  which  were  not  filtered.  This  fact  ac- 
counts for  the  increased  amount  of  free  am- 
monia. 

Having  failed  by  chemical  means  to  de  ermine 
whether  the  substance  which  causes  the  "cucumber 
taste"  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  pond  or  not,  I  now 
undertook  a  special  examination  of  the  bottom,  and 
soon  discovered  facts  which  led  me  to  think  that  I 
was  at  last  on  the  true  scent.  These  facts  are  of  in- 
terest, and  may  aid  somewhat  iu  the  solution  of  the 
problem.  The  void  when  first  filtered  from  the  water 
has  no  odor,  nor  lias  the  water  which  comes  from  it, 
and  which,  as  the  analyses  show,  contains  a  large 
amount  of  nitrogenous  matter.  This  water,  further, 
has  not  a  trace  of  the  "cucumber  taste."  The  ques- 
tion at  once  suggested  itself:  Does  this  taste  come 
from  something  situated  on  some  other  part  of  the 
bottom,  or  may  it  be  developed  by  contact  of  the 
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mud  and  bottom  water  with  air?  Before  seeking 
i- 1 -I'll  In  re  in  the  pond,  I  made  some  experiments  on 
the  mud  to  determine  whether  any  change  took  place 
in  it  by  exposing  it  to  the  air.  A  thin  layer  was 
spread  on  ordinary  tillering  paper  and  allowed  to  lie 
for  a  tune.  In  about  ball  an  hour  an  odor  was 
emitted  from  this  material,  whereas,  at  first,  as  has 
already  been  stated,  it  had  no  odor  whatever. 

The  u- or  increased  for  a  time,  but  afterwards,  in 
the  course  of  about  an  bour,  the  odor  disappeared 
entirely  and  did  not  reappear.  The  odor  suggested 
somewuat  that  with  which  we  are  all  familiar,  but  I 
could  not  positively  identity  the  two.  There  is,  then, 
evidently  something  in  the  bottom,  and  which,  by 
contact  with  air,  is  capab  e  of  giving  off  an  odor.  It 
ste  —  ed  probable,  from  this  observation,  that  the 
water  in  Ctm'act  with  the  bottom  might  take  up 
something  which  gradually  undergoes  change  as  it 
ri-es  CO  a  higher  and  higher  level  in  the  pond.  This 
suggests  decomposition  of  something.  But  what  de- 
composes? The  material  usually  found  at  the  bot- 
tom of  such  ponds,  such  as  loam,  etc.,  do  not  emit 
strong  odors,  or  Hive  any  very  characteristic  taste  to 
water;  certainly  we  should  not  expect  these  ordinary 
materials  to  produce  the  effect  which  is  the  subject 
ot  this  investigation.  There  uiust,  then,  be  some- 
thing else  in  the  mud.  Au  examination  soon  re- 
vealed the  presence  of  green  masses,  varying  in  size 
from  that  of  a  pin-heart  to  that  of  a  pea.  Tluse 
were  present  in  considerable  quantity,  and,  in  al- 
lowing the  vessels  which  contained  the  mud  to  tand 
quietly  for  a  short  time,  the  green  masses  rose  to  the 
surface  of  the  mud. 

At  this  point  I  consulted  Professor  W,  C-.  Farlow 
ot  Harvard  College  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  an 
authoritative  statement  concerning  the  nature  of 
Ben  substance.  Heat  once  identified  the  ma- 
terial as  plants  belonging  to  the  Noetoc  family. 
rl  lie-r  Nostocs  are  Known  to  give  off  a  disagreeable 
odor  when  decaying,  and  they  have  been  observed  in 
u  number  of  other  cases  of  contaminated  waters.  I 
at  once  picked  out  some  of  the  Nostocs,  and  exposed 
them  to  the  air.  expecting  to  get  a  much  stronger 
odor  than  I  had  obtained  from  the  mud;  but,  to  my 
sun  rise,  the  odor  did  not  appear  at  all  readily,  and 
did  not  suggest  the  cucumber  odor:  nor  did  it  be- 
come at  any  time  nearly  as  strong  as  that  of  the  mud 
itself,  exposed  under  exactly  the  same  conditions. 
After  examining  the  subject  carefully,  I  feel  confi- 
dence in  stating  ihat,  whatever  may  be  the  proper- 
ties of  the  Nostocs  found  at  the  bottom  ot  Farm 
pond,  these  plants  are  not  the  cause  ot  the  "cucum- 
ber taste.  '  They  may  possibly  contribute  something 
to  the  taste,  though,  in  view  of  other  observations 
made  by  I'rof.  Farlowe,  I  think  this  improbable. 
Certainly  they  are  not  the  prime  cause. 

I  shall  submit  below  Prof.  Farlow's  remarks  on 
the  subject,  i  need  not  sav  that  they  are  entitled  to 
the  greatest  weight. 

.Leaving,  then,  tne  Nostocs,  the  presence  of  which, 
as  I  think  will  be  admitted,  does  not  furnish  an  ex- 
planation ot  the  "cucumber  taste,"  we  naturally 
ask,  whether  anything  else  is  piesent  in  the  mud  or 
aqy where  in  the  pond  which  will  assist  us  in  our 
inquiry? 

The  microscopic  examination  of  the  mud  revealed 
the  presence  ot  certain  debris  which  I'rof.  Farlow 
took  to  be  spicules  of  a  sponge,  but  no  special  weight 
was  attached  to  tins  observation  until,  on  a  later 
visit  to  the  pond,  on  November  16,  I  made  a  close 
examination  of  the  screens  through  which  the  water 
passes  ut  the  effluent  gate-house.  Men  were  en- 
gaged in  cleaning  <  ne  of  these  screens  at  the 
time.  For  this  purpose  a  portion  of  the  screen, 
about  two  feet  in  length,  wa.s  exposed  by 
turning  't  on  its  rollers.  This  was  then  cleaned 
and  another  portion  exposed,  and  so  on.  The 
cleaning  consisted  m  dimply  picking  olt  the  materials 
which  could  not  pass  through  the  small  apertures  ot 
the  screen.  These  were  made  up  of  dead  leaves 
from  the  surface  of  the  pond,  an  occasional  piece  of 
and  some  curious   mosses,  partly   green,  and 

Fartiy  brownish.    These  were  evidently   organized. 
also,  m  the  course  o:    half  an    hour,  saw  one  sn  all 
ti-h  about  an  inch  in  length,  in  healthy  cou.iition.    I 
smeh    ot   everything  ioiind,   and    was  soon  forcibly 
struck  by  the  strong,  disagreeable   odor  of  the  orga- 
nized   mosses    just    referred   to.    The  odor  was  ex- 
tremely disagreeable,  and   suggestive  in  the  highest 
'  uionei    odor."     I  at  onee  called 
the  attention   of  the  City  Engineer,  .Mr.  Henry  .\1. 
\\  ightman,  who  happened  to  be  in  the  gate-koii-e  at 
the   lime,   and   ol    .Mr.    Desmond    FitzCerald,    who 
mined   nn,   to   tins   substance,   and   they  ex- 
claimed   without   hesitation    that  it  ban  the  odor  of 
the  "cucumber  taste,"  only  the  odor  was  much  inten- 
sim  il. 
1  collected  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  substance 


and  convinced  myself  that  each  piece  picked  up  had 
this  strong  odor,  and,  further,  that  pieces  of  it  were 
constantly  being  stopped  by  the  screen.  At  every 
turn  which  exposed  a  new  surface  of  the  screen, 
several  pieces  were  found.  Some  ot  these  were  as 
much  as  four  or  five  inches  in  length,  though  most 
of  them  not  more  than  an  inch.  The  other  materials 
picked  off  the  screen  dia  not  bive  any  odor  that  was 
in  the  least  striking.  There  is  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  this  peculiar  substance  is  the  onlv  thing 
thus  far  found  in  the  pond  which  has  an  odor  un- 
questionably like  that  of  the  "cucumber  water," 
and  this  substance  must  oe  present  in  considerable 
quaniitv,  or  it  would  not  have  been  found  to  the  ex- 
tent described  above.  Now,  what  is  this  substance? 
Prof.  Farlow,  to  whom  f  submitted  it  hist,  pro- 
nounced it  to  be  a  Jreslv-waler  sponge.  Acting  on 
this  information.  I  at  once  took  my  specimens  to 
Professor  Alpneus  Hyatt,  Curator  of  the  Boston  So- 
ciety of  Natural  History,  a  recognized  authority  of 
the  highest  standing  on  the  subject  of  sponges,  as 
well  as  other  subjects.  He  kindly  examined  them, 
and  pronounced  them  to  be  spoDges.  He.  too,  was 
struck  by  the  odor,  and  recognized  the  strong  simi- 
larity oetyveen  this  odor  and  that  of  the  "cucumber 
water."  His  remarks  on  <he  subject  are  herewith 
submitted: 

(COPY. 

The  specimen  is  that  known  as  Spomjula  jiuviaUlit 
Auct.    This  sponge  is  common  in  all  rresh-water  ponds, 
and  in  certain  places  is  very  abundant.    While  living  It 
has  a  very  strong  odor,  which  is  increased  by  decomposi- 
tion.   Masses  of  it  easily  decompose,  and  are  often  found ' 
partly  livii  g  ami  parity  decayea.    It  occurs  on  muddy 
bottom;  and  also  grows  on  sticks  and  other  hard  sub- 
stances.   '1  he  odor  of  the  sponge  shown  ne  by  Professor 
Kenisen  's  likt  that  of  The  water,  strongly  iuteiisified. 
Alpheus  Hyatt, 
Curator  Bost.  .Soc.  Nat,  History. 

Nov.  17,1881, 

In  this  connection  I  also  submit  the  letter  of  Pro- 
fessor Farlow,  above  referred  to: 

C'AMBEIOGE,  NOV.  17.  1881. 

Prof.  IraRemsen. 

Dear  Sir,— 1  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following 
statement  of  the  results  of  the  examination  of  water  from 
the  supplies  of  the  City  of  boston,  made  at  your  request. 

Specimen  No.  1  was  collected  at  Farm  pond,  and,  when 
first  seen  by  me,  was  contained  in  a  large  evai  orating 
dish,  at  the  bottom  of  yvbich  was  a  deposit  about  an  inch 
ami  a  half  deep,  composed  of  a  loose  mass  ol  a  brownish 
color.  The  so-called  cucumber  odor  and  taste  were  easily 
recognized  in  the  water  itself,  and  the  deposit  gave  off  the 
same  odor  to  a  soinevliat  lessmarked  extent.  The  deposit 
was  examinee,  and  in  it  were  foand  numerous  gelatinous 
masses  of  irregular  shape,  averaging  from  an  eighth  to  a 
quarter  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  and  of  the  bluish-green 
color  characteristic  of  speciesof  the  Phi/ocltromareae, pop- 
uloih  known  as  tr  e  Nostvc  family.  A  microscopic  exam- 
ination showed  that  the  gelatinous  masses  Oelonged  to  the 
species  known  to  botanists  as  Ajihanothece  prasina  A.  Br. 
Besides  the  species  just  named,  I  found  a  considerable 
number  ol  diatoms,  belonging  to  the  genera  Pinnularia 
and  Asterionetla,  numerous  spicules  of  siliceous  sponges, 
ami  a  quantity  of  partly- decomposed  leaves  and  other 
tissues  of  flowering  plains.  .  he  water  in  the  evaporating 
dish  merely  showed  suspended  particles  similar  to  the  de- 
posits examined. 

The  second  specimen,  No.  II,  was  contained  in  a  small 
bottle.  The  water  itself  was  somewhat  turbid  from  sus- 
pended particles  of  earth  and  diaton  s,  and  at  the  bottom 
was  a  greenish  sulistance, which  on  microscopic  examina- 
tion proved  to  he  a  siliceous  sponge  in  an  advanced  stage 
of  decomposition.  On  opening  the  bottle  the  cucumber 
odor  was  perceptible,  but  not  very-  marked  in  the  water 
itself,  but  the  sponge  emitted  an  intense  odor,  which 
seemed  to  me  to  he  without  doubt  the  sameas  the  cu- 
cumber  odor. 

Specimen  No.  3,  contained  In  a  half-gallon  bottle,  was 
collected  at  Basin  .No.  3.  The  water  was  brown-colored 
f  nun  suspended  eaiihy  par'ieles,  and  on  top  was  a  blu- 
ish-green scum,  which,  on  microscopic  examination, 
proved  to  consist  of  a  mixture  of  clatltrocystis  ipruijinnsa 
and  ceelosphSBruim  hueteinffianvm,  lioth  of  which  are  spe- 
ciesofthe  Nus lamllv.    The   species   named   were  In 

comparatively  good  condition,  only  a  small  number  of 
individuals  being  decomposed;  and  although  there  was  a 
siijihi  odor  given  off  by  die  water.it  did  not  at  all  resem- 
ble the  cucumber  odor. 

The  only  specimens  of  interest  In  the  present  ca=e  were 
Sos.  1  and  1 1 .  collected  at  Farm  pond ;  for  ihe  water  from 
Basic  No.  :s  contained  essentially  tne  same  plants  found 
by  me  at  the  same  locality  in  1870,  and  of  which  a  suf- 
ficiently de tailed  account,  in  a  Popular  form,  may  be  f  mild 
in  my  paper  on  "impurities  of  Drinking  Water."  in  the 
report  of  the  State  Board  of  Ileahh,  Lunacy,  and  Charity, 
for  1880.  ' 

The  species  found  In  Basin  No.  3  are  known,  In  warm 
weather,  to  produce  the  so-ealK  d  utg-pen  odor,  whl< b  has, 

-o  -.  caused  trouble  in  the  water-supplies  of  Boston 

and  other  cities;  but  the  cucumber  odor,  which  has  caused 
the  rcent  trouble,  is  a  diffeient,  affair. 

To  return  to  specimens  Nob.  I  and  II.    In   both  cases, 

the  cue er  odor  <vas  pretent;  in  the  first,  the  odor  was 

was  both  ill  the  water  Itself  and  in  the  deposit,  and  more 
marked  In  the  former;  in  Ihe  second, the  odor  In  the  water 
itself  was  not  very  dc.-ided,  hut  ft  was  very  strong  Indeed 


7r9 


BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN 


n  the  suonge  at  the  bottom  of  the  bottle.  If  there  was 
anything  in  specimen  No.  I,  which  was  the  cause  of 
the  peculiar  odor,  it  must  have  been  the  aphanothece 
prasma  The  diatoms  could  not  possibly  have 
caused  the  odor,  and  tbe  remains  of  leaves,  stems,  etc.,  in 
the  present  instance,  were,  in  no  respect,  different  from 
the  deposits  found  in  aii  bodies  of  iresh  water,  especially 
in  autumn.  If  there  was  anything  in  the  second  speci- 
men which  was  tbe  cause  of  the  odor,  it  must  have  been 
the  sponge.  Comparing  the  intensity  of  the  odoi  emitted 
by  the  Aphanothece  and  the  spouge  respectively,  I  think 
that  no  one  could  have  had  any  doubt  that  the  odor  from 
the  sponge  was  much  the  more  intense,  and  I  feel  ure  that 
the  quality  of  the  odor  was  the  same  in  both. 

Inasmuch,  however,  as  fie  Aphanothece  belongs  to  a 
family  of  plants  notorious  tor  producing  disagreeable 
odors  one  might  ask  if  it  were  not  possible  that  the  present 
trouble  originated  in  the  slow  decomposition  of  the 
Aphanothece.  which  had  communicated  the  disagreeable 
cucumber  odor  and  taste  to  the  water  of  Farm  pond,  and 
whether  the  fact  that  the  sponge,  when  examined,  had  a 
more  intense  odor  than  the  Aphanothece,  might  not  be  ac- 
counted for  by  supposing  that  a  very  large  amount 
of  the  bad-smelling  "water  had  been  strained  through 
the  sponge,  In  order  to  settle  lie  question  as  to 
tbe  ability  of  the  Aphanothece  to  produce  the  odor 
In.  question,  it  is  neeessar.t  to  know  what  effect  tbe 
species  produces  when  growing  in  other  locaUties  than 
Farm  pond.  Although  the  plant  is,  in  all  probability, 
common  in  pones  in  the  vicinity  of  uoston,  the  onlv  place 
where  I  have  myself  observed  it  in  abundance  is  in  what 
is  cal  ed  the  Gl.icialis,  a  small  body  of  shallow  wa  er  near 
Fresh  pond,  in  Cambridge.  When  growing  in  the  Gla- 
cialis,  the  plant  is  in  the  same  condition  and  presents  the 
same  appearance  as  the  specimens  found  in  Farm  pond. 
In  October,  1879,  it  was  common  in  the  Glacialis;  and, 
although  partly  decomposed  when  I  collected  it,  there 
was  no  perceptible  odor  given  off  either  by  the  Aphano- 
thece 01  the  water  itself.  It  was  also  commoa  in  the  Gla- 
cialis at  the  end  of  October,  the  present  year;  but,  al- 
though several  students  who  visited  the  spot  with  me  ex- 
amined specimens  of  the  Aphanothece  with  hand-lenses, 
thus  of  necessity  bringing  the  plant  close  to  their  noses, 
no  odor  was  perceived,  nor  was  any  odor  given  off  by  tbe 
water.  Furthermore,  specimens  kept  for  three  weeks  in  a 
bottle,  until  they  decomoosed,  gave  off  no  cucumber  odor. 
I  have  to-day  ag.un  examined  the  water  of  the  Glacialis 
at  the  spot  where  the  plant  was  found;  bui  tbe  water  was 
found  to  be  clear,  and  without  smell. 

In  conclusion,  in  spite  of  the  presence  of  an  abundance 
of  a  species  of  the  Nostoc  family  in  the  water  of  Farm 
ponJ.Iseeno  reason  whatever  for  changing  the  opinion 
that  I  have  hitherto  held,  that  the  cucumber  taste  is  not 
owing  to  the  presence  or  decomposition  of  any  vegetable 
substance.  If  the  Aphanothece  in  No.  I  appeared  to  give 
out  the  cucumber  odor,  it  was  simply  because  it  was  in- 
'filtraied  with  water  already  polluted,  and  the  pollution 
seems  to  me  to  be  naused  by  the  presence  of  decomposing 
sponges,  the  sponge  itself  actually  having  been  iound  by 
me  in  specimen  No.  II,  and  the  deposit  in  No.  I  hiving 
been  found  to  contain  numorous  sponge  spicules,  showing 
that,  at  least,  sponges  had  been  present.  Not  being  a 
zoologist,  it  is  beyond  my  province  to  say  anything  further 
on  the  subject,  except  th  it,  as  a  person  who  has  bad  a 
certain  experience  in  examining  waters  with  r  jIerence  to 
their  peculiar  odors  and  tastes,  I  am  perhaps  qualified  to 
bear  testimony  to  the  identity  of  the  odor  emitted  by  the 
spoigewith  tratof  the  water  which  has  given  so  much 
trouble  of  late  in  Boston,  and  to  the  marked  intensity  of 
the  odor  which,  as  given  off  by  tbe  sponge,  was  stronger 
than  I  had  ever  before  perceived. 

As  a  matter  of  historica'  interest,  I  would  remark,  that 
I  found  at  the  herbarium  in  Cambridge,  a  number  of  years 
ago,  a  box  containing  a  quantity  of  sponie  marked  ■■  Spon- 
gilla  collected  at  the  outlet  of  Like  Coctutuate."  The 
Sponyilla.  which  had  apparently  been  so  common  as  to 
have  excited  certainly  curiosity,  and  perhaps  apprehen- 
sion, soon  after  the  introduction  of  tbe  Coehituute  water 
into  Boston,  had  been  sent  to  Professor  Gray,  who,  recog- 
nizing that  it  was  not  a  plint,  sent  it  to  Professor  Jeffries 
Wyman,  who  ascei  lainerl  iis  true  nature. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

W.  G.  Faklow. 

The  evidence,  then,  as  will  be  seen,  is  vjry  strong, 
almost  conclusive,  that  this  sponge  is  the  whole  cause 
of  the  present  difficulty,  and  probably  uiauy  other 
cases  which  have  been  investigated.  No  one  who  has 
had  an  oppurtunity  to  smell  the  specimens  in  my  pos- 
session could  have  much  doubt  regarding  the  accu- 
racy of  this  conclusion,  audi  believe  that  it  maybe 
accepted  as  a  proved  fact.  The  pieces  of  the  sponge 
caught  on  the  screen  were,  of  course,  positive  proof 
of  tiie  presence  in  the  pond,  of  larger  masses  of  the 
same  material.  It  would  not  require  a  great  deal  to 
contaminate  a  large  body  of  water.  These  masses 
growing  upon  the  bottom  easily  become  disintegra- 
ted, and  undergo  decomposition,  and  both  the  grow- 
ing masses  and  the  disintegrate  1  parts  must  contrib- 
ute to  the  taste  of  the  water,  though  naturally  the 
principal  effect  is  due  to  the  decomposition.  As 
this  decomposition  takes  place  Che  more  readily  the 
nearer  the  masses  approach  the  surface  of  the  water, 
the  water  near  the  surface  has  a  stronger  taste 
than  that  at  the  bottom,  though  the  taste  was  no- 
ticed in  all  the  waters  collected,  except  those  speci- 
mens which  came  out  of  the  mud  at  the  bottom.  Tbe 
presence  of  the  spicules  in  the  mud  does  not  show 
that  decomposition  took  place  at  the  bottom,  for, 


after  decomposition  in  the  water,  wherever  it  takes 
place,  these  spicules,  being  htavier  than  the  original 
sponge,  have  a  tendency  to  tail  to  the  bottom.  I  be- 
lieve the  presence  of  this  sponge  in  Farm  Dood  fur- 
nishes a  satislactory  explanation  of  every  fact  which 
has  been  observed  in  connection  with  the  present 
condition  of  the  water;  and  I  am  convinced  that,  as 
the  water  is  lowered  in  the  pond,  the  sponge  will  be 
discovered  growiim,  unless  it  has  alreidv  been  en- 
tirely disentegrated,  aud  this  is  lurdly  probable 
judging  by  the  fresh  appearance  of  some  of  the 
specimens  collected. 

It  may  be  that  it  is  growing  in  tbe  "Id  channel,  in 
which  case  it  will  nut  be  exposed,  but  will  have  to 
be  sought  for  by  appropriate  methods.  At  all  events; 
if  it  is  in  the  channel,  the  lowering  of  the  water  will 
simplify  the  search  for  it,  as  the  area  covered  with 
water  will  be  much  smaller  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days  than  it  is  now.  There  is  also  a  bare  possibility 
that  it  is  the  coniuit  between  Basin  2  and  Farm 
pond.  Measures  will  be  taken  to  find  it  wherever  it 
is,  and,  being  found,  it  can  be,  tor  tne  most  part  at 
least,  removed.  "Whether  the  removal  would  put  an 
end  to  the  present  difficulty  depends  upon  the  habits 
of  the  sponge,  and  of  these,  I  am  informed,  com- 
paratively little  is  known.  Temporarily  the  removal 
would  give  relief;  but  the  sponge  might  continue 
growing,  as  it  would  be  quite  impossible  to  remove 
it  completely.  What  the  ultimate  effect  of  removal 
would  be  can  be  decided  only  by  making  the  experi- 
ment, and  I  earnestly  recommend  that  it  be  made  at 
tbe  earliest  possible  day.  If  it  is  already  disintegrated, 
and  is  no  longer  growing  on  the  bottom,  then  the 
difficulty  would  probably  soon  stop  of  i'seif,  as  simi- 
lar difficulties  have,  in  all  previous  cases  which  have 
been  reported. 

The  plan,  more  in  detail  and  with  some  important 
additions,  which  I  would  suggest  in  the  present  case, 
for  the  purpose  of  remedying  the  difficulty,  is  this: 

In  the  first  place,  if  Farm  pond  could  be  isolated 
from  the  system,  the  difficulty  would  probably  cease. 
This  cannot  be  done,  however,  as  there  is  no  conduit 
leading  from  Basin  2  around  the  pond.  Lake  Co- 
chituate  does  not  alone  supply  enough  water  for  the 
city,  so  that  the  Sudbury  water  must  be  used,  and 
this  must  pass  through  Farm  pond,  as  matters  are 
arranged  at  present.  It  great  economy  iu  the  use  of 
water  were  exercised,  probably  Cochituate  would 
furnish  enough  to  meet  t  le  dt-mands  of  the  city;  but 
this  great  economy  couid  not  De  exercised  for  any 
length  of  time  without  serious  inconvenience,  and 
cannot  be  counted  upon  as  a  means  of  relief. 

The  next  best  plan,  as  it  appears  to  me,  is  to  draw 
the  water  off  from  Farm  pond  and  waste  it,  as  it 
would  take  a  long  time  for  it  to  become  pure  by 
standing.  Diligent  search  shoulJ  then  be  made  for 
the  spouge,  and.  if  found,  it  should  be  removed  as 
completely  as  possible.  Then  let  the  water  trom 
Basin  2 pass  through  the  pond  in  such  a  way  that  it 
comes  iu  contact  with  as  little  of  the  bottom  as  pos- 
sible. This  maybe  accomplished  in  one  or  two  ways: 
1st,  Either  by  letting  the  now  water  through  the  old 
channel,  wmle  the  bottom  remains  mostly  exposed; 
or,  better,  2d,  by  digging  an  artificial  dike  through 
the  pond,  as  far  as  possible  on  hard  bottom,  thor- 
oughly cleansing  this  dike,  and  diverting  the  water 
from  the  old  channel,  earning  it  to  flow  directly 
over  hard  ana  clean  bottom  from  the  influent  to 
the  effluent  gate  houses.  This  will  secure  good 
water  as  far  as  the  conduit,  but  in  this 
there  must  now  be  some  remnauts  of  tbe  sponge, 
which  for  a  short  time  will,  to  some  extent,  con- 
taminate the  water.  This  latte:  effect  cannot,  how- 
ever, last  long.  Iustead  of  letting  the  water  from 
this  conduit  into  Chestnut  Hill  reservoir,  which  is 
now  filled  with  bad  water,  it  should  be  Ict  into 
Brookline  reservoir,  and  from  thence  distributed  to 
the  city  or  directly  into  the  mains  without  passing 
into  the  Brookline  reservoir. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  this  latter  plau, 
i.  e.  the  lowering  of  Farm  pood  and  the  construc- 
tion of  a  dike  across  it,  is  now  being  followed  out 
vigorously.  In  the  meantime,  I  would  recommend 
that  the  citizens  cleau  out  their  tanks,  as  I  have  rea- 
son to  believe  that  some  matter  may  be  present  in 
them  which  is  undesirable,  and  which  might  serve 
for  a  short  time,  at  least,  to  contaminate  the  water 
passing  through  them.  I  shall  anxiousiy  await  the 
results  or  tbe  treatment  recommended,  though  I 
f eel  a  consideraole  degree  of  confidence  in  predict- 
ing that  this  result  will  be  satisfactory. 

In  the  report  thus  far  I  have  touched  upon  the 
principal  questiou  at  is-ue,  and  I  might  leave  the  sub- 
ject here,  were  it  not  for  tne  fact  that,  iu  the  course 
of  my  investigation,  I  have  become  acquainted  with 
some  facts  not  directly  conuected,  as  I  Delieve,  with 
the  present  difficulty,  and  which,  nevertheless,  are 
of  some  importance.    To  these  I  would  call  vour  at- 
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tehtioo.  The  first  of  these  is  one  which  is  wel 
known,  viz.,  that  there  ib  upon  the  bottoms  of  the 
Sudbury  basins  and  of  Farm  pond,  a  large  auiouut 
of  mad,  which  is  probably  somewhat  uDjcotionable. 
While  this  mud  is  not  directly  responsible  for  the 
'■cucumber  water,'  it  may  possibly  have  something 
to  do  with  it  indirectly,  as  it  may  be  favorable  to  the 
growth  of  the  sponge,  which  is,  in  all  probability, 
responsible  for  the  objectionable  condition  of  the 
water.  I  am,  however,  not  able  to  speak  with  auy 
confidence  on  this  point.  I  know  nothing  whatever 
regarding  the  habits  of  this  sponge,  save  what  I 
learned  in  a  short  conversation  with  .Professor 
Hyatt,— the  substance  of  which  has  already 
been  given  above.  That  the  sponge  may 
grow  in  reservoirs  prepared  with  great  care 
seems  probable  from  the  fact  that  what  appears 
to  have  been  the  same  trouble  that  occurred  in  the 
Bradlee  basin  a  short  time  ago;  and  I  am  cold  that 
the  bottom  of  this  basin  is  in  particularly  good  con- 
dition. Then,  too,  assuming  that  the  sponge  is  al- 
ways the  cause  of  the  "cucumber  taste,"  it  is  clear 
from  any  examination  of  the  records  that  it  can  grow 
on  bottoms  of  widely  different  characters.  Appa- 
rently the  same  trouble  occurred  last  year  in  Lake 
Cocbituate,  and  1  do  not  know  that  any  one  has 
claimed  that  there  is  a  large  amount  of  loam  in  the 
bottom  of  this  lake.  The  evidence,  then,  noes  not 
enable  us  to  determine  whether  a  muddy  bottom  is 
particularly  favorable  to  the  growth  of  sponges  or 
not,  so  far  as  I  know.  .Nevertheless,  I  am  of  the 
opinion  that  the  loam  would  be  better  out  of  the  ba- 
sins of  the  Sudbury  system  than  in  it,  as  it  undoubt- 
edly contributes  to  a  slight  increase  in  the  amount  of 
organic  matter  in  the  water,  and  this  increase, 
thongh,  perhaps,  not  very  objectionable,  is  certainly 
undesirable. 

Again,  the  question  of  sewage  has  beeD  agitated, 
and  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  on  this  subject.  There 
is  no  evidence  whatever  that  the  Suc'nury  water  or 
Farm  pond  is  contaminated  yvith  sewage.  The  an- 
alyses of  Sudbury-nver  water,  and  that  of  Basin  No. 
2,  do  not  reveal  the  presence  of  sewage.  1  examined 
these  waters  for  chlorine  ann  f'ouud  ouly  a  very 
small  quantity,  so  small  that  I  did  notconsiJer  it 
uece-sary  to  determine  it  quantitatively.  So  too 
with  Farm  pond.  This  water  contains  only  a  small 
quantity  of  solid  matter  in  solution,  and  only  a  trace 
of  chlorine.  I  made  a  determination  of  the  solids 
held  in  solution  and  found  only  six  parts  in  100,000  of 
water.  I  walked  entirely  around  the  pond  and  found 
nothing  objectionable  except  a  very  small  brook, 
known  as  .Barber's  brook,  through  which  I  believe  a 
small  amount  of  sewage  enters  the  pond.  At  the 
time  of  my  visit  it  was  not  running  into  the  lake. 
Though  the  contamination  which  could  be  affected 
by  this  brook  must  be  very  small,  it  certainly  ought 
nbt  to  be  allowed  to  flow  into  the  pood.  I  shoutd  say 
that  the  water  of  this  brook  had  no  trace  of  the 
"cucumber  odor." 

As  regards  Lake  Cochituate  there  was  one  objec- 
tionable feature  noticed,  and  this  is  familiar  to  all 
Boston.  I  refer  to  Pegan  brook.  I  examined  the 
water  of  the  lake  just  outside  the  dam  which  usually 
prevents  the  flow  of  the  Pegan  water  into  the  lake, 
and  found  it  without  taste  and  odor.  There  was 
rather  more  chlorine  in  it  than  is  desirable,  and  this 
pO'gibly  results  from  the  presence  of  small  quantities 
of  sewage,  though  many  natural  pure  waters  contain 
as  much  as  this  lake  does.  There  is  at  present  noth- 
ing to  be  alarmed  at,  as  far  as  this  Pegan  brook  is 
concerned,  but  measures  should  be  takeu  to  keep  the 
water  of  the  brook  from  the  lake.  At  present,  what- 
ever water  enters  from  this  source  i>  causer,  to  pass 
through  large  charcoal  filters.  This  is  undoubtedly 
of  value,  but  it  will  not  answer  for  a  permanent  ar- 
rangement. I  am  aware  that  strong  efforts  have 
been  made  to  get  rid  of  the  water  of  the  brook,  but 
thus  far  these  have  been  unsuccessful,  lean  only 
stronglv  urge  that  these  efforts  be  increased  until  the 
desired  object  is  reached. 

Basin  3  contains  the  alga;,  known  as  clatliroceptis, 
in  considerable  quantity,  as  stated  in  Prof,  I'arlow's 
letter,  and  the  decomposition  of  this  gives  the  water 
a  slight  disagreeable  odor,  which  has  been  well 
termed  the  "Dig  pen  odor."  In  consequence  of  this 
the  water  contains  an  excessive  amount  of  nitroge- 
nous matter,  and  is  at  present  not  tit  for  use,  though 
it  appears  to  be  improving  It  appears  to  have  the 
"cucumber  odor"  to  a  very  slight  extent.  Of  this, 
however,  lam  by  no  means  positive.  It  has  not  been 
in  use  for  some  time,  and  1  recommend  that  it  be 
kept  out  of  use  uutii  the  water  has  become  very 
much  improved. 

It  may  ba  Instructive  to  compare  Ihe  water  as  it  is 
at  present  in  Farm  pond  with  that  which  1  examined 
last  sprinc  in  Baltimore.  As  tar  as  I  am  able  to 
judge,  the  taste  and  odor  of  the  two  waters  are  iden- 


tical, on lv  I  do  not  remember  that  the  Baltimore 
wafer  ever  had  these  as  strongly  developed  as  they 
are  in  the  pond,  fa  every  respect  the  two  waters 
conducted  theniseheo  iu  the  same  way.  When 
heated,  the  odor  of  both  was  intensified,  and  the 
taste  of  this  water  on  cooling  was  much  improved. 
On  standing  for  some  time,  the  Farm  pond  valer 
loses  its  odor  and  taste,  as  did  the  Baltimore  water. 
Tne  only  difference  which  I  have  observed  is  this: 
The  Baltimore  water,  when  passed  through  a  good 
large  filter  of  animal  charcoal  and  gravel  lost  its 
taste  completely,  and  analysis  showed  it  to  be  per- 
fectly pure.  Tho  Farm  pond  water,  however,  does 
not,  at  least  with  tbo.-e  filters  which  I  have  been  able 
to  procuie  here,  lo3e  its  taste  entirely  when  filtered, 
though  it  is  much  improved  by  the  process.  I  should 
judge  that  tbU  difference  is  ouly  one  of  degree.  The 
Farm  Pond  water  is  certainly  mnch  worse  than  the 
Baltimore  water  at  the  time  I  made  my  examina- 
tion.* 

As  regard'  the  chemical  examination  of  the  Balti. 
more  water,  it  showed  tha*.  as  in  the  case  of  the 
water  here,  the  amount  of  nitrogenous  material  pres- 
ent was  considerably  in  excess  or  the  normal,  though 
this  was  not  as  great,  at  the  times  1  made  the  exami- 
nation, as  in  the  Boston  water. 

Another  tact  which  came  out  in  the  examination 
of  the  Baltimore  water  was  this:  When  free  and 
"albuminoid  ammonia"  were  deteimiued  by  the 
method  already  described,  the  amounts  of  the  two 
added  together  were  found  to  be  considerably 
smaller  than  the  total  ammonia  found  when  the  ox- 
idizing mixture  yvas  added  at  the  beginning  of  the 
operation,  before  the  water  was  boiled.  This  clearly 
indicated  that  in  the  first  stage  of  the  process,  as 
usually  conducted,  theie  passed  over,  with  the  free 
ammonia,  some  ni  rngeuous  sub  tance  capable  of 
yieldmg  ammonia  with  permanganate  of  potash. 
As  this  distillate  liar,  a  strong  odor  suggestive  of  the 
"cucumber  odor.'-  the  suggestion  was  made  that  the 
odor  of  the  water  was  due  to  the  presence  of  some 
volatile  nitrogenous  substance,  the  special  nature  of 
which  could  not  be  determine''.  The  examination 
of  the  Farm  pond  water  confirms  this  idea.  One  ex- 
ample will  make  this  clear,  ai  d  will  suffice :  A  speci- 
men of  Farm  pond  water  gave,  when  examined  in 
the  usual  way,  0.034  free,  and  0.274  albuminoid  am- 
monia, making  a  total  of  0.308  oarts  of  ammonia  in 
1,000,000  parts  of  water.  When  the  same  water  was 
treated  at  the  outset  with  the  oxidizing  mixture,  it 
gave  a  total  of  0.506  parts  of  ammonia.  There  re- 
mains here  the  difference  between  0.308  and  0.506  to 
be  accounted  for,  or  two-fifths  of  the  total. 

The  material  capable  of  yielding  this  lost  ammo- 
nia was  undoubtedly  lost  in  the  distillations  of  the 
water  for  free  ammonia,  and  it  must  hence  be  a 
v laiile  nitrogenous  substance.  As  the  odor  di-ap- 
pears  on  boiling,  it  is  further  fair  to  conclude  that 
tbe  volatile  nitrogenous  substance  gives  the  odor  and 
taste  to  the  water.  I  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  the  contamination  of  the  Baltimore  water  was 
of  the  same  nature  as  that  with  whi-'h  we  are  at  pre- 
sent dealing.  In  the  case  of  the  former,  the  diffi- 
culty disappeared  while  I  was  engaged  in  investi- 
gating it.  At  the  time  I  made  my  report  I 
expressed  the  belief  that  the  cause  of  the  odor 
was  no  longer  operative,  and,  in  a  few  days  after 
my  report  was  banded  in,  the  trouble  disap- 
peared. Here,  h-.wever.  the  cause isundoubtedly  op- 
erative still, and  to  fully  as  great  an  extent  as  ii  was 
when  I  first  arrived  in  the  city.  I  cannot  bur  believe 
that  I  have  been  particularly  fortunate  as  regards 
the  circumstances  under  which  this  investigation 
was  taken  up.  Had  it  been  taken  up  later,  it  is  pos- 
sible, and,  indeed,  judging  from  the  lack  of  success 
which  has  attended  earlier  attempts  to  solve  the  pro- 
blem, probable,  that  1  would  have  been  obliged  to 
report  another  failure.  As  it  is,  the  water  seems  to 
be  particularly  bad  now,  aud  the  circumstances  all 
favorable  for  the  investigation,  and  I  believe  that 
the  problem  is  at  last  solved. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  special  thanks 
to  the  President  of  Harvard  College  for  placing  a 
portion  of  the  chemical  laboratory  of  that  institu- 
tion at  my  disposal;  to  Mr.  Desmond  Fitzlierald, 
Superintendent  of  the  Western  Divisiou  of  the  Bos- 
ton Water  Works,  for  his  constant  attention,  and 
the  perfection  of  the  arrangements  for  collecting  the 
specimens;  and  to  Mr.  C.    W.   Andrews,  of   Boston, 

*  The  different  varieties  of  small  tillers  so  commonly 
used  are  of  very  little  value.  They  are  constructed  on  ;i 
radically  wrong  principle.  They  do.  of  course,  hold  back 
the  mechanical  impurities, and  nnke  the  water  dearer  f  but 
.hey  are  Incompetent  to  remove  anything  but  a  very  small 
part  of  Ihe  material  which  gives  the  cucumber  taste.'  A 
large  filter,  approximating  tbe  size  of  a  barrel,  ami 
containing  good  animal  charcoal  and  gravel,  is  of  real 
value, 
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who  has  ably*assisted  me  in  the  chemical  work  con- 
nected with  the  investigation. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

IRA  REMSEN, 
Professor  of  Chemistry,  Jouus  Hopkins  University. 
November  19, 1881. 

CHAHLESTOWN    BRIDGE. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following: 
City  of  Boston, 
In  Board  of  Aldermen, 
November  21, 1881. 

The  Joiut  Special  Committee  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred the  reports  and  orders  relative  to  a  new 
bridge  to  Chariestown.aBd  also  the  communication 
from  Tv  Larl-in  Turner,  relative  to  the  construction 
of  a  tunnel  between  Charlestown  and  the  city  propel , 
bee  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

The  committee  have  again  carefully  considered 
the  subject  of  the  bridgeslietween  Charlestown  and 
Boston,  and  see  no  reason  for  changing-  Due  opinion 
expressed  in  their  former  report,  in  fact,  tney  are 
more  strongly  continued  in  the  belief  that  the  only 
plan  which  will  meet  the  wants  of  the  public  is  the 
one  recommended  in  City  Document  104, 1881,  viz., 
the  erection  of  a  new  bridge. 

The  widening  and  relocating  of  Warren  bridge 
would  afford  only  Transient  relief,  and  would  not 
meet  the  wants  of  the  public.  It  would  seem  unwise 
to  expend  $400,000  for  that  purpose  when  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  benefit  would  be  only  temporary. 

The  committee,  therefore,  adhere  to  their  former 
recommendation,  and  respectfully  urge  the  passage 
of  the  order  submitted  by  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
authorizing  the  loan  of  '$866,000  for  a  new  bridge  to 
Charlestown. 

The  committee  gave  a  hearing  to  Mr.  Turner,  who 
exhibited  plan  and  profiles  of  his  proposed  tunnel, 
showing  the  location,  grade  and  a  half  section. 

The  principal  objections  to  Mr.  Turner's  p!an  ap- 
peared to  the  committee  to  be  as  follows: 

First.  He  does  not  provide  for  a  tunnel  of  suf- 
ficient width  to  compensate  for  the  discontinuance  of 
the  present  bridges,  which,  of  course,  would  be  one 
of  the  main  ohjects  to  be  gained  in  constructing  a 
tunnel. 

The  present  bridges  are  each  50  feet  wide  and, 
making  due  allowance  for  the  detentions  caused  by 
the  draws,  a  tunnel  to  accommodate  an  equal  amount 
of  travel  should  he  at  least  80  feet  wide;  but,  as  it  is 
evident  that  the  bridges  are  not  sufficient  to  accom- 
modate the  travel  which  now  passes  over  them,  a 
tunnel  of  greater  capacity  would  be  required  to  meet 
lhe  wants  of  the  future. 

Second.  The  grades  of  the  approaches,  as  planned 
by  Mr.  Turner,  are  very  objectionable.  They  amount 
to  6  feet  in  100,  which  is  much  more  than  a  heavy 
load  can  he  hauled  over.  The  greatest  grade  that  a 
heavily  loaded  team  can  conveniently  overcome  is  3 
feet  in  100,  except  for  a  very  short  distance,  and  this 
grade  is  steeper  than  is  considered  desirable  in 
streets  used  for  heavy  traffic. 

Third.  Tt  is  believed  that  the  cost  would  be  much 
greater  than  is  estimated.  Mr.  Turner  has  apparent- 
ly very  crude  ideas  or  the  cost  of  tunnel  work,  and 
his  plan  was  evidently  made  without  a  proper  knowl- 
edge of  the  ground.  His  estimate,  amounting  to 
$1,875,785,  was  based  upon  prices  which,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee  and  the  City  Engin- 
eer, would  be  entirely  insufficient  to  do  the 
work.  The  report  of  the  Harbor  Commissioners 
for  1872  contains  a  plan  for  a  tunnel  be- 
tween Charleslown  and  Boston,  designed  by  Mr. 
Clemens  Herschel,  now  one  of  the  Railroad  Com- 
missioners and  Engineer  of  the  Holyoke  Water 
.Tower  Company,  with  estimates  of  the  cost.  The 
plan  and  estimates  were  the  result  of  very  careful 
study  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Herschel,  and  were  ap- 
proved by  the  Harbor  Commissioners. 

The  grade  recommended  for  this  tunnel  was  3  feet 
in  100;  the  estimates  of  cost  were  as  follows: 

For  a  tunnel  44G6  feet  long,  of  which  1000 
feet  was  river  tunnel  and  2200  feet  ap- 
proaches, with  two  driveways  each  11 
feet  wideand  13  feet  high,  (an  insufficient 
height  in  the  opinion  or  the  committee)..  .#1,762,882  00 
For  a  tunnel  double  the  \\  idth  of  the  above.  2,979,418  00 
Owing  to  the  comparatively  high    grade   on   the 
Charlestown  side  of  the  river  and  the  desirability  of 
having  the  entrances  to  the   tunnel  in   Hoymarket 
square,  Boston,  and  City   square,   Charlestown,  res- 
pectively, the  approaches  to  this  tunnel  could  not  be 
built  ou  a  direct  line  at  the   grade  proposed,   but 
would  have  to  follow  i  circuitous  route. 

The  committee  have  no  information  in  regard  to 
the  details  of  the  above  estimates,  but  it  is  the  opin- 
ion of  the  City  Engineer  that  a  tunnel  constructed 
according  to  Mr.  Herschel's  designs  would  now  cost 


much  more  than  was  estimated  at  thetime  they  were 
made.  As  the  tunnel  proposed  by  Mr.  Turner  would 
be  about  the  size  of  the  one  which  Mr.  Herschel  es- 
timated would  cost  $2,979,418,  at  a  time  when  ma- 
terials and  prices  were  certainly  no  lower  than  they 
are  at  present,  it  is  clear  tbat  one  of  the  es- 
timates must  be  veiy  incorrect,  and  the  committee 
are  of  the  opinion  that  the  estima  e  made  in  1872  ap- 
proximates the  nearest  to  what  would  be  the  cost  of 
the  tunnel. 

The  largest  of  these  tunnels  would,  however,  be 
insufficient  to  accommodate  the  travel  which  passes 
over  the  present  bridges,  and  if  it  were  to  be  con- 
sidered as  an  addition  to  the  present  means  of  com- 
munication, the  cost  would  be  double  for  the  same 
accommodations  tbat  would  be  furnished  by  the  ele- 
vated bridge,  there  are  many  objections  to  the  use 
of  tunnels  which  could  be  raised  if  it.  were  necessary. 
Wherever  they  have  been  tried  they  have  failed  co 
give  satisfaction.  This  is  uotably  the  case  with  the 
Thames  tunnel  and  those  in  Chicago.  Their  dark- 
ness, dampness,  want  of  ventilation  and  the  sense 
of  insecurity  which,  however  ill-founded,  is  insep- 
arable from  their  use,  makes  them  objectionable  to 
the  public.  It  therefore  seems  unwise  to  consider 
any  further  the  expediency  of  trying  such  a  costly 
exneriment  when  the  object  can  be  attained  in  a 
cheaper,  easier  and  altogether  more  satisfactory  man- 
ner. 

The  committee  are,  therefore,  of  the  opinion  that 
no  further  action  is  necessary  on  Mr.  Turner's  com- 
munication. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Joseph  Caldwell, 
Chajiles  H.  Hersey, 
John  P.  Hilton, 
Matthew  Walsh, 
Austin  bigelow. 
Laid  on  the  fable  and  ordered  printed. 

BEACON-HILL  RESERVOIR. 

Alderman  Caldwell  presented  a  request  from  the 
Boston  Water  Board  to  be  compensated  for  the  land 
and  buildings  on  Beacon  Hill,  taken  from  the  Water 
Department  for  a  court  house  site,  by  order  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  as  County  Commissioners,  passed 
November  27,  1880. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Public  Buildings. 

RAILROAD  TRACK  TO  MYSTIC'  PUMPING    STATION. 

A  commuoication  was  received  lrom  the  Mavor 
transmitting  a  resolution  of  the  City  Council  of 
Somerville,  and  form  of  bond  to  be  given  said  city, 
for  the  performance  of  the  terms  upon  which  au- 
thority is  granted  to  the  Boston  Water  Board  to  lay 
a  lailroad  track  from  the  Mystic  Pumping  station  to 
the  Boston  &  Lowell  Railroad,  for  the  use  of  the 
board. 

The  following  was  passed: 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  author- 
ized to  execute  in  behalf  of  this  city  the  bond  sub- 
mitted by  the  City  of  Somervilte,  obligating  thin  city 
in  the  sum  of  $20,000  to  keep  the  railway  tracks  on 
Boston  avenue,  Scmerville,  in  good  order;  to  main- 
tain a  flagman  at  the  said  crossing;  not  to  obstruct 
said  avenue  with  cars,  and  to  restore  the  roadway  of 
said  avenue  to  its  tormer  condition  when  the  said 
tracks  are  removed  therefrom. 

Sent  down. 

COMPL4.INT    AGAINST    THE    BOARD    OF    HEALTH. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Health  that  no  acrion  is  required 
on  the  complaint  of  John  J.  Morris  against  the  con- 
duct of  the  Board  of  Health  in  the  granting  of  a 
burial  permit.  Accepted.  Sent  down. 
PERMITS   FOR    STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  ou  Health  on  the  part  of  the  board,  as 
follows: 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions to  occupy  stables  as  follows: 

Alfred  Rogers,  L  street,  corner  Third  street,  Ward 
14,  provided  said  stable  shall  be  placed  in  rear  of 
said  lot. 

John  E.  Kinney,  576  Warren  street,  Ward  21. 

Geo.  W.  Hollis,  Cambridge  street,  near  Union 
square,  Ward  26. 

James  Thorndike,  Byron  street  near  Pone  street, 
Ward  2. 

Severally  accepted  with  the  exception  of  the 
report  on  petition  of  Alfred  Rogers,  which  was  laid 
on  the  taWe  on  the  motion  of  Alderman  Hersey, 
who  said  he  made  the  motion  at  the  request  of  par- 
ties adjoining  the  premises. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  O.  G. 
Cilley  to  occupy  a  stable  at  39  Joy  street.    Accepted. 
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PAVING   REPORTS  AND    ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving: 

Report  and  order  lor  a  hearing  on  Monday,  Dec. 
12th,  at  4  P.  M.,  on  petition  of  Highland  Street  Rail- 
way l»r  change  of  locution  on  Blue  Hill  avenue. 
Order  passed. 

Order  to  pay  Mary  Murphy  $200  tor  grade  damages 
at  BO  West  Fifth  street.    Passed. 

Order  to  pay  Aim  Maloney,  trustee,  $200,  for 
grade  damages  in  rear  of  77  West  Fifth  street. 
Passed. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  permits  to  move 
wooden  buildings  by  John  Soley  and  John  Quirk. 
Accepted. 

Reoorts  in  favor  of  granting  petitions  of  Henry  C. 
Hemmenway  and  others  for  flagstone  crossing  on 
Adams  street  at  Field's  Corner,  Dorchester;  J.  W. 
Hollis  and  others,  tor  two  cross-walks  on  Western 
avenue,  at  Waverley  street.    Severally  accepted. 

Remirt  and  order  for  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of 
estates  of  D.  V.  Knowlton,  342  Beacon  street;  H.  P. 
6i  T.  Hall,  Harrison  avenue.    Order  passed. 

Report  and  order  for  edgeatone  in  front  of  estate 
of  H.  P.  &  T.  Hall,  on  East  Lenox  street.  Order 
parsed. 

Order  granting  permission  to  the  wardens  and 
vestrymen  of  St.  John's  Church,  Boston  Highlands, 
to  erect  and  maintain  two  iron  lampposts  in  the  side- 
walk in  front  of  their  church,  1262  Tretnont  street, 
on  condition  that  they  be  lighted  an  no  expense  to 
the  city  and  be  removed  when  ordered  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen.     Passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  Amer- 
ican Bell  Telephone  Company  to  erect  three  poles  on 
the  westerly  side  of  Beverly  street,  between  Cause- 
way street  and  Warren  bridge,  said  poles  to  be 
placed  on  said  street  in  the  positions  designated  bv 
red  circles  on  a  plan  drawn  byCiaienceA  Perki  is, 
surveyor,  dated  Nov.  17,  1881,  and  deposited  in  the. 
office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets;  provided 
that  said  coin oauy  shall  first  give  the  city  an  agree- 
ment in  writing  saving  harmless  said  city  against  any 
and  all  claims  for  damages,  costs  or  expenses,  for  or 
on  account  of,  or  in  any  way  growing  (  ui  of  the 
erecting  or  maintaining  of  said  poles  on  said  street. 

Also,  upon  condition  that  said  poles  shall  be  kept 
well  painted  and  in  good  condition,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  ana  that  the 
wires  shall  be  placed  on  said  poles  not  less  than 
tweDty-tive  feet  from  the  ground,  and  that  the  name 
of  said  company  snail  be  distinctly  painted  on  the 
cross-bars  used  and  occupied  by  said  company  on 
said  poles. 

Also,  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall 
allow  the  Fire  and  Paving  Departments  of  this  city 
the  exclusive  use  of  the  upper  cros  -bar  and  top  of 
each  pole  for  the  purpose  of  placing  wires  thereon. 

Also,  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall  agree 
noc  to  remove  the  poles  located  by  this  order,  with- 
out permission  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  shall 
agree  to  remove  said  poies  when  so  directed  by  said 
board. 

Passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  Ameri- 
can Bell  Telephone  Companv  to  erect  in  Charles- 
town  one  pole  on  the  easterly  side  of  Gray  street, 
near  Water  street,  and  one  pole  ou  the  easterly  side 
of  Foss  street,  between  MaudJiu  and  Chelsea  streets, 
said  poles  to  be  placed  on  said  streets  in  thepositions 
designated  by  red  circles  on  a  plan  drawn  by  Clar- 
ence A.  I'erk  ns.  surveyor,  datel  Nov.  17,  1881,  and 
oeposited  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets;  provided  that  said  company  shall  first  give 
to  the  citv  an  agreement  in  writing  saving  harmless 
said  city  against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages,  costs 
or  expenses,  for  or  on  account  of,  or  in  any  way 
growing  out  of  the  erecting  or  maintaining  of  said 
poles  ou  s;tid  streets. 

Also,  upon  condition  that  said  poles  shall  be  kept 
well  painted  and  in  good  condition,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion ol  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  that  the 
wires  shall  be  placed  on  said  poles  not.  less  than 
twenty-five  feet  from  the  ground,  and  that  the  name 
of  said  company  shall  he  distinctly  painted  on  the 
crossbars  used  and  occupied  b>  said  company  on 
said  poles. 

Also,  upon  condition  thai  said  company  shall  allow 
the  Fire  and  Paving  Departments  of  this  city  the  ex- 
clusive use  of  the  upper  cross-bar  and  top  of  each 
pole  for  the  purpose  of  placing  wires  thereon. 

Also,  upon  condition  that  -aid  company  shall  agree 
not  to  remove  the  poles  located  bv  this  order,  with- 
out permission  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  shall 
agree  to  remove  said  poles  when  so  directed  by  said 
hoard. 

Ordered,  That  the  American  Bell  Telephone  Com- 
pauy  be  ana  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed 


to  remove  the  pole  located  by  this  board,  April  12, 
1880.  at  the  corner  of  Chelsea  and  Foss  streets;  also 
the  poles  located  May  31, 1880,  upon  Water  street, 
opposite  Gray  street;  at  the  corner  of  Water  and 
Foss  streets  and  on  Foss  street. 
Passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles,  from  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
submitted  orders  to  build  sewers  as  follows: 

In  Bremen  street  (E.  B.)  250  feet  northeast  from 
Gieudon  place. 

In  Dan  forth  street,  from  Boylston  street  to  estate 
of  J.  Hauirnersle,  and  in  Lamartine  street,  from  estate 
of  J.  Hammersle,  to  Wyman  street. 

Severallv  passed. 

PERMITS  FOK  WOODEN  BUILDINGS  REFUSED. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  reports  from  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings, 
of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following  petitions: 

Manson  Bros.,  to  erect  wooden  addition  ti  build- 
ing on  Decatur  street,  corner  ol  Border  street, 
Ward  2. 

1  a  Russell  &  Co.,  to  erect  a  wooden  building  at 
493  Albany  street,  corner  ol  Maiden  street. 

Severally  accepted.    Sent  down. 

PRIVATE  STREET  LIGHTS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings  on  the 
part  of  the  board  recommending  the  granting  of  per- 
mits to  project  lights  as  follows: 

By  Henry  M.  "Taylor,  electric  light,  1-3  Hauover 
street. 

Charles  Russell,  M.  D.,  lautern,  208  Tremont  street. 

W.  F.  Nichols  &  Co.,  electric  light,  407  Washing- 
ton street. 

Severally  accepted. 

LAI>D  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  an  order  to  pay  for  land 
taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by  laying  out 
streets,  as  follows:  Trustees  of  the  Jfertnanen1;  Peace 
Fund  $90,  extension  of  Broadway  from  Albany 
street  to  Washington  street.    Passed. 

EAST  BOSTON  FERRY  TOLLS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  report  from  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Ferries  recoonneudiug  the  passage  of 
the  order  in  relation  io  terry  tolls  in  a  new  draft,  as 
follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  tariff  of  tolls  for  teams  upon  the 
East  Boston  ferries  be  amended  and  established  as 
follows,  to  take  effect  on  and  after  December  1st, 
1881: 

Teams. 

Carts  and  wagons  drawn  by  .'me  horse,  and  weigh- 
ing not  more  than  4000  pounds,  exclusive  of  horse 
and  vehicle,  8  cents,  or  packages  of  16  tickets  for  $1. 

With  two  horses,  and  weighing  not  more  than 
8000  pounds,  16  cents,  or  packages  of  16  tickets,  for 
$2. 

With  three  horses,  and  weighing  not  more  than 
12,000  pounds,  20  cents,  or  packages  of  18  tickets  for 
$3. 

With  four  horses,  and  weighing  not  more  than 
16,000  ponnds.  25  cents,  or  packages  of  20  tickets  for 
$4. 

Caravans. 

Drawn  by  one  horse,  and  weighing  not  more  than 
4000  pounds,  15  cents. 

Drawn  by  two  horses  and  weighing  not  mote  than 
8000  pounds,  20  cents. 

Drawn  by  three  horses  and  weighine  not  more 
than  12,000  pounds,  30  cents. 

Drawn  by  four  horses' and  weighing  not  more  than 
16,000  pounds,  40  cents. 

Drag  Wheels. 

Drfiwu  by  one  or  two  horses  and  weighing  not 
more  than  8000  pounds,  loaded,  30  cents;  not  loaded, 
15  cents. 

Drawn  by  three  horses  and  weighing  not  more 
than  12,000  pounds,  loaded,  45  ceuts;  not  loaded,  25 
cents. 

Drawn  by  four  horses,  and  weighing  not  more 
than  16,000  pounds,  loaded,  60  ceuts;  not  loaded,  30 
cents. 

JNo  load  weighing  more  than  16,000  pounds  allowed 
to  pass  over  the  ferry  unless  by  special  permit  from 
the  Superintendent. 

Ox  teams  the  same  as  horse  teams,  one  driver 
allowed  to  each  team. 

Teams  to  be  weighed  when  required  by  the  Super- 
ntendeut.  The  scale  ot  weights  will  be  strictly  ad- 
hered to,  and  loads  weighing  more  than  the  specified 
amount  will  bo  required  to  jay  double  the  rate  of 
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toll,  and  may  be  prohibited  from   passing  over  the 
terry. 

Horses  or  oxen  not  allowed  to  be  detached  from 
the  vehicle  and  paid  for  separately. 

Each  additional  horse  iu  a  carriage  or  team  of  any 
description,  5 cents. 

A  horse  with  a  rider  or  leader,  5  cents. 

A  man  with  a  handcart  or  wheelbarrow.  3  cents. 

Horses  or  oxen  not  belonging  to  teams,  each,  3 
cents. 

Swine,  sheep  or  goats,  per  oozen,  6  cents. 

Other  cattle,  each,  3  cents. 

Alderman  Halcleman— I  would  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  weighing  of  teams  is  called  for.  I  de 
sire  to  know  whether  they  are  to  be  weighed  before 
they  cross  the  ferries? 

Alderman  Viles — Not  unless  it  is  requested  by  the 
Superintendent.  He  can  tell  within  a  very  few 
pounds  the  weight  of  any  team  driven  across  the 
ferries.  The  weight  is  established  so  that  they  will 
not  get.  on  twice  as  much  as  the  boat  is  allowed  to 
carry.  If  the  Superintendent  sees  a  load  beyond 
the  limit  he  can  order  it  weighed  and  charge  accord- 
ingly. 

Alderman  Haldeman — This  is  a  matter  I  do  not 
understand  very  thoroughly.  It  has  been  given  out 
that  tbis  movement  was  in  the  interests  of  cer- 
tain railway  corporations  interested  in  the  Union 
Freight  Railroad,  ann  was  intended  to  obstruct 
teamsters  and  others  bringing  freights  from  the 
docks  iu  East  Boston  to  other  lines  and  connections 
so  as  to  hamper  the  movement  of  freights  and  annoy 
tneir  teamsters.  1  would  like  to  know  whether  there 
is  any  such  purpose,  and  if  it  is  possible  that  tbere  is 
anything  behind  the  passage  of  an  order  of  this 
kind.    I  only  ask  for  information. 

Alderman  Viles — The  committee  gave  a  hearing  on 
the  East  Boston  side  of  the  ferry.  We  called  in  all 
the  prominent  teamsters  ant)  those  doing  the  largest 
business.  No  railroad  interest  cropped  out  that  we 
are  aware  of.  In  fact,  we  have  given  the  teamsters 
the  right  to  carry  double  the  load  they  had  betore. 
Alderman  Frost  is  on  the  committee,  and  is  also  a 
teamster,  and  knows  as  much  about  it  as  anybody 
else.  He  has  teams  going  back  and  forth  all  the 
time,  and  is  perfectly  satisfied  with  this  order.  We 
have  given  them  a  few  more  rights  than  they  had 
before. 

Aldenuan  Haldeman— If  the  teamsters  are  satis- 
fied, of  course  that  settles  it.  The  matter  was 
brought  to  my  attention  by  the  Erie  Railway  line, 
which  ships  to  New  York  by  steamer.  They  said 
they  were  brought  in  close  competition  with  the  all 
rail  lines,  especially  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad, 
and  they  would  oe  likely  to  compete  with  thein  at  a 
disadvantage  in  taking  goods  at  East  Boston  and 
hauling  them  to  this  side  of  the  city,  and  anything 
against,  the  interests  of  the  teamsters  would  lie  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of  that  line.  But  if  the 
teamsters  are  satisfied  that  settles  it. 

Alderman  Woolley — I  think  the  tariff  reported  by 
the  committee  is  very  satisfactory.  I  introduced  the 
order  asking  for  this  change,  alter  consultation  with 
many  of  the  principal  teamsters,  and  other  parties 
who  use  the  ferries  most.  This  tariff  is  satisfactory 
to  all  parties  aDd  I  hope  it  will  be  passed  as  re- 
ported. 

Alderman  Viles— The  Alderman  will  see  that  the 
largest  load  to  be  carried  is  16,000  pounds.  It  is  only 
12,000  now. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  asked  in  reference  to 
weighing  the  loads, — whether  tbere  is  to  be  an  an- 
noyance from  hunting  up  the  scales,  and  taking  up 
time,  which  is  worth  more  than  the  freight  upon  the 
load.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  jassage  of  the 
order.    I  only  asked  for  information. 

The  order  was  passed. 

PUBLIC  GARDEN   POND. 

A  Ideruian  Breck  sabmitted  a  report  from  the  joint 
Committee  on  Common  upon  the  report  of  the  City 
Engineer  iu  reference  to  the  improvement  of  the 
.Public  Garden  pond,  recommending  that  the  work 
be  done  and  that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the 
Finance  Committee  to  (provide  the  means.  The  re- 
port was  accepted  and  the  subject  referred  to  the 
Finance  Committee. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Licenses  as  follows: 

Minors  Applications  Granted — Three  newsboys. 
Accepted. 

HORSE  RAILROAD  TRACKS  IN  EAST  BOSTON. 

Alderman  Tucker  presented  the  following: 

EAST  BOSTON,  Nov.  19,  1881. 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of 

Boston. 

Gentlemen, — I  notice  that  you  have  recently  re- 


ceived petitions  to  stop  the  running  of  cars  on  Liv- 
erpool street,  and  to  remove  the  tracks  from  said 
street.  These  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  ami  that  committee  gave  the  peti- 
tioners a  hearing,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  they 
had  had  a  full  and  fair  hearing  when  the  order  to 
lay  tracks  on  said  street  was  before  your  board. 

The  uudersigned  was  Invited  to  be  present  at 
the  later  hearing  before  the  committee,  and 
as  the  Chairman  had  previously  informed  me 
that  it  was  only  necessary  for  one  or  two 
of  those  opposing  the  change,  to  appear,  there  were 
present  only  Andrew  Morton,  Esq.,  and  myself. 

The  case  was  summed  up  by  a  lawyer  and  a  state- 
ment made  as  I  am  informed  that  the  other  person 
who  appeared  against  the  change,  was  not  present  as 
remonstrating  against  it,  but  oiiry  appeared  because 
of  his  friendship  fir  me,  thereby  endeavoring  to 
make  it  appear  that  no  one  cared  about  it,  and  that 
it  was  a  job  of  mine;  that  I  seemed  the  only  one 
concerned. 

Such  statements  are  not  only  untruthful  but  in- 
sulting, not  only  to  Mr.  Morton  but  to  myself,  and 
are  extremely  unfair;  and  for  this  reason  I  wish  to 
submit  the  following  for  your  candid  considera- 
tion. 

While  I  never  have  in  my  life  signed  a  petition  for 
any  horse  or  steam  railro-d,  that  I  am  aware  of,  I 
do  think  that  a  direct  line  to  the  third  section  and 
Chelsea  via  Liverpool  street  and  Central  square,  ac- 
commodates more  than  seven-eighths  of  those  who 
ride  or  the  cars  in  East  Boston,  which  I  have  clearly 
shown  by  the  memorandum  annexed. 

Presuming  that  as  many  passengers  ride  on  the 
Liverpool-street  line  as  are  carried  on  the  Lexing- 
ton-street cars,  the  memorandum  shows  that  only 
a'bout  one-twelfth  of  those  who  use  the  East  Boston 
cars  leave  betore  they  reach  the  junction  of  therails, 
viz.,  Central  square. 

It  is  a  common  thing  for  men,  women  and  children 
to  be  obliged  to  stand  for  want  of  seats  until  they 
reach  Brooks  street,  on  Lexington  street,  which  is 
nearly  the  end  ot  the  route;  if  tbis  is  a  fact,  how 
many  people  do  you  think  get  off  at  Maverick 
square? 

The  fact  is  that  most  of  the  people  living  south  of 
Maverick  square  use  either  the  South  Ferry  or  cross 
on  the  Revere  Beach  &  Lynn  line  of  boats. 

It  has  been  said  that  we  should  care  nothing  about 
the  Chelsea  travel,  that  we  must  look  exclusively  to 
the  interests  of  East  Boston,  hut  this  should  not 
be.  It  is  calculated  that  from  two  to  four 
thousand  people  from  Chelsea  pass  over  the  terry  by 
way  of  the  Liverpool-street  cars  each  day;  suppose  it 
to  be  the  lesser  number,  two  thousand,  if  thev  pay 
but  one  cent  each  way,  it  is  forty  dollars  a  day  in 
tolls,  and  thus  help  the  city  to  pay  for  our  good  fer- 
ries, and  in  time  will  help  to  free  them.  The  more 
who  cross  them  the  better.  Boston  can  afford  to 
build  ferries  and  bridges  to  allow  aud  assist  them  to 
come  and  trade  with  us. 

It  is  not  those  who  live  on  Maverick  square,  or 
those  who  have  banks,  stores  or  buildings  there  who 
are  obliged  to  use  the  horse  cars  frequently,  but 
those  of  the  middling  interest  and  worning  classes 
who  go  to  the  city  early  in  the  day  to  their  places  of 
business,  and  work  nen,  women  and  children,  and 
they  desire  to  go  back  and  forth  as  directly  as  pos- 
sible. 

Since  your  honorable  board  save  the  order  for  the 
cars  tn  run  through  Liverpool  street,those  who  use  the 
cars  ha\  e  had  the  best  accommodations  they  have  ever 
enjoyed,  and  if  the  Metropolitan  Co.  could  see  their 
way  clear  to  run  cars  every  15  minutes  from  the 
South  Ferry  through  Chelsea  street  and  return,  and 
give  us  a  few  more  cars  at  the  North  Ferry  evenings, 
it  would  meet  our  most  urgent  needs;  truly  it  ought 
to  make  Maverick  square  bloom,  and  its  people 
happy. 

If  your  honorable  board  have  any  doubts  of  these 
statements,  giveall  parties  a  fair  hearing  before  your 
board  and  bv  that  evidence  decide. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  o'b't  servant, 

D.  D.  Kelly. 

Memorandum  of  the  number  of  passengers  that 
get  out  of  cars  that  go  via  Maverick  squaie  between 
the  ferry  and  Central  square: 
1881. 

Oct.  21,  full  car,  3  got  out. 

22,  "      "    3    "     " 

23,  "      "    7  and  2  children  got  out. 

24,  "      "    8  got  out. 

25,  "      "    5    "     " 

26,  "      "    5    "     " 

27,  "       "    9    '■      " 

28,  "       "     8     "      " 

29,  noon,  not  full,    1  got  out. 
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Oct.  29,  evening,  full  car,    8  sot  out. 

31,  do  uot  know  number  that  got  out;  42  re- 
maining at  Saratoga  street. 
Nov.   1,  noon,  small  load,    3  got  out. 

I,  evening,  full  car,  10  "  "  35  remaining 
at  Saratoga  street. 

Nov.    2,  noon,        "      "      5    "    " 

2,  evenirg,  "      "      3    "    " 

3,  very  full  car,        4    '*    '• 
5,  lull  car,  8    "    " 

7,  very  full  car,        7    "    " 

8,  i.oon,  "      "  12    "     "      26    remaining 
at  Central  square. 

Nov.  8,  evening,  fullcar,  12  "  "  32  remaining 
at  Central  square, 

Nov.  9,  coming  down,  4  got  in,  28  in  at  Cen- 
tral square. 

Nov.  9,  eveniug,  13  got  out,  33  remaining  at  Cen- 
tral square. 

Nov.  10,  evening,  2  cars  full,  9  got  out  of  2  cars. 

10,11P.M.,  2  cars,  abont  55  in  each  car, 
making  110;  10  got  out  of  2  cars ;  one  of  these  cars 
was  via  Liverpool  street. 

Nov.  11,  car  about  full,  4  got  out 

II,  eveniug,  full  car,  6  got  out,  33  remaining 
at  Central  .square. 

Nov.  12,  evening,  "  "  8  "  "  26  remaining 
at  Central  square. 

Nov.  13,  5  P.  .vl.  "  "  16  "  "  18  remaining 
at  Central  square. 

Nov.  14,  coming  down,  2  got  in,  25  in  at  Central 
square. 

Nov  15,  8%  P.  M.,  full  car,  8  got  out,  21  remain- 
ing at  Central  square. 

Nov.  16,  6  P.  M.,  9  got  out,  36  remaining  at  Cen- 
tral square. 

Nov.  17,  coming  down,  2  got  in,  15  in  at  Central 
square. 

Nov.  17,  evening,  full  car,  12  got  out,  35  remaining 
at  Central  square. 

Nov.  18,  coming  uowu,  2  got  in,  11  in  at  Central 
square. 

Nov.  18,  evening,  6  got  out,  18  remaining  at  Cen- 
tral square. 

Nov.  19,  coming  down,  3  gat  in,  25  in  at  Central 
square. 

Nov.  19,  noon,  going  up,  4  got  out,  11  remaining  at 
Central  square. 

Nov.  19,  evening,  raining,  8 got  out,  41  remaining 
at  Central  square. 

Nov.  21,  noon,  down  trip,  24  in  at  Central  square; 
2  got  in  between  Central  square  and  ferry. 

Referred  to  Committe  on  Paving. 

PERMITS  FOB  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Alderman  Whitteii  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines,  in  favor  of  granting 
permits  to  use  steam  engines  as  follows; 

N.  E.  Smelting  Co.,  Chelsea  street,  near  Eagie 
street   E.  B. 

Parwell  Brothers,  on  Dorr  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

THE   IMPROVED  SKWEKAGE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis  the  board  took 
from  the  table  the  reports  of  progress  on  the  work 
ot  the  Dorchester  Bay  Tunnel,  and  also  under  the 
Poland  and  Carson  contracts.    (.City  Doc.  135). 

The  question  was  upon  the  acceptance  of  the  re- 
ports. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  introduced  the  orders  calling 
for  these  reports  especially  lor  information-  On  so 
important  a  subject  as  this  sewerage  is,  I  thought  it 
wat  no  more  than  right  that  Die  City  Council 
(mould  know  how  fast  and  how  far  the  work 
wis  advancing.  Therefore  an  order  was  intro- 
duced firs!  calling  for  a  report  in  relation  to  Mr. 
Maloue.  It  seeuih  that  Mr.  Malone  made  a  contract 
with  the  City  of  Boston  to  complete  this  job  for  $390,- 
458.  This  contract  was  uot  made  to  the  lowest  bidder, 
neither  to  the  second  lowest  bidder.  That  I  do  not 
propose  to  take  into  consideration  a  great  deal,  tor 
the  very  rea-on  that  if  they  had  secured  securities 
sufficient  tor  the  third  man  to  carry  out  the  coutract, 
and  were  satisfied  that  the  first  two  gentlemen  could 
not-  perform  tiie  work,  they  were  in  aut>  bound  to 
take  the  man  who  would  carry  it  out.  They  there- 
fore took  Mr.  Malone  as  the  man  who  could  carry 
this  contract  out.  Mr.  Malone  proceeded  with  his 
contract  until  the  16th  of  June,  ami  our  committee 
have  made  a  report  under  that  order,  telling  how 
»Ir.  Malone  has  suspended  work,  or  notified  the 
committee  that  he  must  surrender  the  contract. 
I  understand  that  Mr.  Malone  did  surrender 
his  contract  by  letter.  I  further  understand  tnat 
the  committee  oio  not  notify  the  bonds,  oid  no'  give 
them  a  legal  notice  saying  that  Mr.  Malone  had  sur- 
rendered his  contract,  but  in    the   most  unusual  way 


of  procedure  they  went  to  work  and  made  a  new  con- 
tract with  Mr.  Malone,  and  their  repori  is  thus: 

"A  new  contract  was,  therefore,  made   with   Mr. 
Malone  for  completing  the  tunnel." 

but  they  no  not  tell  us  the  exact  amount  of  the 
contract.  They  tell  us  they  have  made  a  new  coo- 
tract  with  Mr.  Maloue  for  about  one  half  of  the 
original  contract.  Now  we  will  take  the  word 
"about"  for  what  it  means — almost  one-half,  or  that 
it  means  one-half,  or  more  than  one-half.  So  you 
see  we  have  not  obtained  the  minute  report  we  ex 
pected  to  have  from  that  committee.  Now 
sir,  I  am  going  to  take  the  ''about"  and  call  it 
about  one-half  of  the  original  cor  tract,  and 
I  think  my  grounds  are  good  f  >r  calling  it 
one-half.  The  reasons  for  thinking  it  good 
are  these:  As  1  have  coustrued  the  word  "about" 
to  mean  about  one-half,  that  is  one  reason.  Then 
again  I  take  it  for  granted  from  what  the  com- 
mittee say  that  Mr.  Malone  has  proceeded  about  two 
hundred  feet  a  mouth  since  he  took  the  new  contract; 
that  being  about  five  months,  would  carry  bim  one 
thousand  teet,  and  he  has  1775  feet  to  go,  and  if  what 
the  Chairman  says  he  has  done  is  correct,  he  lias 
done  1000  feet,  leaving  him  775  feet  more  to  go.  By 
the  payments  made  since  he  took  his  new  contract,  I 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  "about"  is  cor- 
rect Novv,  the  original  couAra-:t  of  Mr.  Maloue  was 
for  $396,458.  Mr.  Maloue  had  received  at  the  time 
of  the  surrender  of  the  contract  8156,811.80.  Now 
you  deduct  that  from  the  original  contract,  and  it 
will  leave  you  $239,640.20,  which  is  left  in  the 
ha  ids  of  the  committee  to  fini-h  that  contract 
with.  The  City  of  Bo»ionhasio  its  hands  $50,000 
which  it  has  a  right  to  claim  of  tne  bondsmen. 
I  have  a  right  to  add  that  to  the  amount  that 
the  commiitee  have  to  speud.  Then  there  were 
$25,000  of  the  original  work  when  it  first  commenced, 
to  be  reserved,  m  case  the  work  was  not  finished,  for 
the  bonds  to  carry  on  the  work.  Of  that  money 
$1500  was  voted  early  in  this  season  to  pay  Mr.  Ma- 
lone* That  left  in  the  lianas  of  the  committee 
$23,500  more.  Now  I  will  add  thi-  $50,000  and  $23,- 
500  to  the  $239,fi46.20,  making  the  total  in  the  hauds 
of  the  committee  $313,146.20  to  finish  the  job  with. 
Now  Mr.  Mal'me  comes  in — wheiher  it  is  bis  work  or 
not;  whether  it  is  the  Engineer's  work,  1  don't  know, 
but  1  think  somebody  has  been  led  astray,  and  I  don't 
think  they  have  taken  this  figuring  into  considera- 
tion. 1  am  not  here  to  find  fault  because  I  think 
somebody  has  been  led  astray.  Now  we  will  take 
$198,229,  which  is  "about"  the  amount  of  the  new 
contract  *lth  Mr.  Malone,t.  atisone-hait  the  original 
amount.  We  deduct  it  from  the  amount  m  the  lianas  of 
the  committee  when  he  surrendered  his  contract, 
$313,646.20,  and  the  city  will  have  in  its  hands,  if  Mi'. 
Malone  can  do  this  job  for  the  amount  of  the  new 
contract,  $114,917.20.  Now,  sir,  do  you  suppose  for 
one  moment  that  a  man  like  Mr.  Maloue — a  man,  sir, 
that  I  understand  is  a  business  man,  and  any  man 
that  picks  up  Mr.  Malone  for  a  fool  is  mightily  mis- 
taken: he  knows  what  he  is  about;  now,  sir,  with 
$114,917.20  in  the  hands  of  the  committee,  is  it  sup- 
posed for  a  moment  that  the  bonds  were  going  to 
surrender  $114,917.20,  when  they  and  Mr.  Malone  say 
they  will  finish  the  job  for  $198,000?  No,  sir.  No, 
sir.  Mr.  Malone  is  too  sharp  for  that  kind  of  busi- 
ness, and,  sir,  if  this  committee  had  notified  those 
bonds  legally  that  the  contract  had  been  surren- 
dered, would  those  bonds  not  have  said  to  Mr.  Ma- 
lone that  you  can  finish  this  job  for  $198,000,  and  if 
you  can  we  want  you  to  go  on,  because  we  shall 
have  $114,000  in  our  hands.  That  is  the  figure  ex- 
actly. If  Mr.  Malone  does  goon  and  finish  it,  letiue 
tell  you  distinctly  'hat  if  the  bonds  had  taken  tne 
contract  they  would  have  put  into  their  pockets $114,- 
917.20,  Now,  sir,  we  come  to  the  contract  again,  and 
we  will  add  to  the  original  contract  one- hall  of  the 
amount,  which  will  make  $594,087,  the  whole  amount 
to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Malone  if  he  finishes  that  contract 
now.  But,  sir,  you  have  no  assurance  that  be  is  go- 
ing to  finish  the  contract  now,  any  more  than  you 
ha/!  before.  We  have  been  told  before  that  this  does 
not  vitiate  the  bonds.  Suppose  it  does  not  vitiate  the 
bonds.  Did  not  those  bondsmen  laugh  in  tlieir  shoes 
when  they  saw  that  the  commiitee  had  given  him  al- 
most $200,000  to  complete  this  job  with,  and  didn't 
they  sit  back  and  say  they  don't  object  to  leaving  it 
there?  And,  sir,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  one  of 
those  bonds  is  a  city  official,  and  would  not  that 
city  official  laugh  in  his  shoes,  thinking  he  has 
not  got  to  step  forward  and  finish  that  ;ob,  if  Mr. 
Malone  could  not  do  it  at  his  original  contract?  I 
think  1  should.  Now  again:  The  lowest  estimate  on 
this  contract  was  $369,350.  They  gave  Mr.  Malone 
$27,108  more  thau  tne  lowest  estimate.  Then  again 
we  were  told  not  long  ago  that  in  giving  Mr.  Malone 
this  amount  of  money  we  did  uot  exceed  our  original 
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calculation.    Now  let  us  see  about  that.     Mr.  Clarke, 
who  I  understand  is  the  engineer,  made  an   estimate 
of  §417,300  to  complete  this  sewer.       Mr.  Malone 
with  the  original  coil  tact  gets  6177,387  more  than 
Mr.  Clarke's  estimate,  and  without   any  guarantee. 
I  am  laying  aside  the  original   guarantee  of  $50,000, 
but  v,e  h  .ve  no  guarantee   to-day.      So  you   see  we 
are     exceeding     iVI   .    Clarke's     estimate    by     this 
amount    of   money   without  any    guarantee.     The 
next  thing  I  expect  will  be  that    Mr.   Malone  will 
think  he  cannot  complete    the  job,  and   will    come 
in  here  for  a  bigger  loan,  and  th-.t  we  must  give 
it  to  bim.    JNow,  sir,  did  that  committee   notif>  the 
estiniaters  on  that  job  that  Mr.  Malone  had  surren- 
dered his  contract,  and  call  upon  them  to  give  an 
e>timate   upon  the  completion   of  the  work?    The 
committee  lv.ive  not  done  any  such  thing,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  but  they  made  this  out-and-out  contract 
with   Mr.   Malone.    I  understand  that  Mr.  Malore 
said  to  teem,  Don't  take  this  contract  awayfrom  me; 
it  will   hurt  my  reoutation  as  a  sewer  builder.    We 
are  told  that  Mr.  Malone  could  do  toat  job  without 
any  guarantee  for   less   than  any  other  man.    Now, 
Mr.   chairman,  according  to  tnese  figures,  which  I 
will  guarantee  to  be  right,  or  else  your  Auditor  is 
not  i  ight,  vou  have  $114,917.20  in  your  nands  to  put 
on  another  man  with.    And  how  can  they  shift  this 
out  of  sir.bt?    This    is  according  to  the   books.     I 
don't  see  how  they  can  get  rid  of  these  figures.    Mr. 
Malone   now  has    775  feet  more   t  >  go,  which  will 
take  him   three    months  and   a   halt    longer.     He 
lias  drawn  on  his  Dew  contract  about  $53,000,  He  has 
three  months  and   a  hall'  longer   to   work  to   get 
through  the  tunnel,  ana  then   he  has  all  his  mason 
work  to  do.    That  1  believe  is  about  all  I  have  to  say 
at  the  present  time  on    Mr.  Malone,  because  I  .biuk 
some  of  my  figures  will  be  answered,  and   then  I 
snail  be  prepared  to  answer  them  over  again.    Now 
I  come  to   Mr.   Poland.    Mr.   Poland  has  not  done 
anything  yet.    He  has  been   down  there  and  looked 
O'er  the.  work  a  little,  and  then  went  off  down  to  the 
beach  sporting  around,  as  I  understand  it.     Plentv 
of  timekeepers  and  bookkeepers  down  there,  but  no 
work  done,  as  the    committee   say,  only    about  a 
twentieth  part  of  the  work  is  done  which  should 
have  been   done  on   the  15th  of  Novemoer.    They 
don't  give  us  any  details  of  this  work,  onlv  now  they 
are    going   to    make   some    vigorous    turn    to    put 
that    through,    and    so    I    have     nothing    to    say 
about    that    until    they    report   what    action   they 
have    taken.     If    they    apply    the    same    rule    to 
Mr.  Poland  that  they  (Ii.1  to  Mr.  Malone,  we  will  see 
about  it.     As  I  understand,  this  sweeping  order  gives 
the  committee  the  right  to  do  as  they  please  with  all 
this  money,  that  thevhave  the  right  to   make  an- 
other contract  with  Mr.  Poland,  and  so  we  will  pass 
that.    Now,  in  relation   to  the  contracts  with  Mr. 
Carson.    The  progress  of  that  sewer  and  the  con- 
nection of  the  sewage  with  the  main  sewer  is  being 
carried  on  in  the  City  of  Boston,  for  what  purpose  I 
don't  know.     Pumps  are  erected  down    at  Moon 
Island  or  at  the  Cow  Pasture.    The  chairman  says 
he  will  be  ready  to  pump  by  the  middle  of  January, 
and  the  pumps  will  be  all  readv.    With  a  great  deal 
of  emphasis  some  of  the  committee  say  we  will  have 
an  injunction  put  upon  the  city  if  you  attempt  to 
pump.    So  you  see  we  are  not  much  nearer  empty- 
ing our  sewage  into  the  ocean  than   we  were  five 
years  aso.    So  I  say,  what  is  the  benefit  of  putting 
up  tho^-e  larje  engines  down   there  aud   letting  them 
sit  there  and  rust — I  will  fix  it  atthree  years,  the  best 
you  can   possibly  do  to  finish  the  lowest  end  of  the 
sewer.  The  chairman  said  the  work  was  all  let.  Now 
I  think  he  must  be  mistaken.    I  think  it  was  460  teet 
which  the  engineer  told  me  was  not  let  at  the  outlet 
Now,  we  must  go  on,  and  let  machinery  stand  there 
for  the  next  three  years  to  come.    I  would   like  to 
know  what  is  the  benefit  of  continuing  to  spend  this 
great  amount  ot  money  on  these  connecting  sewers. 
Yon  have  hired  a  man  and  put  him  on  there  with  his 
machine  to  build  these  connecting  sewer.-,  and  they 
sa\  he  is  superintending  two  sewers,  one  at  East 
Chester  Park,  aud  the  other  down  near  Dover  street. 
Now,  sir,  why  should  this  man  be  put  on   to  superin-  . 
tend  two  sewers  ?      We   have    plenty   of   time    to 
build   all   these   connecting  sewers,  if  we   have  a 
superintendent  to  take  one  sewer  at  a  time,  and  be 
on  that  sewer  and  take  cha  ge  of  it.    The  sewer  busi- 
ness commenced  around  my   wharf  three  years  ago 
last  June,  and   I  have  had  a  good  time  since.    Ac- 
cording to  the  report  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Carson 
is  building  a  sewer  near  my  place.    One  of  the  com- 
mittee was  in  my  place  one  day  last  week,  and  came 
to  my  office  and   sard  to  me,  "Have  you  seen  any- 
thing of  Mr.  Carson?"    "I  haven't."     He  said  he 
wou!d  like  to  know  where  he  was;  he  had  been  there 
several  times,  and  several  times  at  the  Albany-street 
sewer,  near  Dover  street,  and  could  not  find  him. 


AV  eil,  a  gentleman  on  Saturday  said  that  Mr.  Carson 
was  over  there  either  Friday  or  Saturday,  that  ne 
drove  up  in  a  bug^y  and  on  to  the  sewer,and  then  drove 
off  again.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  vou  employ  a  su- 
perintendent on  so  important  a  work  as  that  se'wer  is 
and  give  him  two  jobs  to  suoerintend,  I  tell  you  vou 
are  burying  the  city's  money  without  any  limit  what- 
ever. He  cannot  do  it;  much  more,  he  don't  do  it 
They  pay  him  $i;400  ayearto  superintend  these  sewers' 


building  of  the  bridge  for  the  Park  Commis-ioners 
and  gets  $500  tor  that,  but  it  come-  out  of  the  S24ob' 
Now  if  this  man  can  suoerintend  these  sewers  which 
want  an  eye  right  over  them  every  mordent,  for  the 
very  reason  that  they  aou't  know  what  they  are  com- 
ing to  in  these  sewers  and  it  wauts  a  man  witn  an  eve 
over  it,  to  see  that  the  city's  money  is  properly 
spent  and  an  eye  upon  such  men  as  are  at  work  in 
that  sewer  to  tell  them  what  to  do,  how  can  he  be 
on  that  sewer  and  on  the  Back  Bay  bridge  at  the 
same  time.  I  tell  you  there  is  a  big  screw  loose 
somewhere. 

Atdermau  Hersey— L  would  like  to  ask  the  o-entle- 
man  a  question.  How  can  the  Superintendent  of 
Sewers  be  here  at  City  Hall  and  superintend  the 
construction  of  sewers  in  all  parts  ot  the  city?  He 
does  it  through  his  assistants,  the  same  as  Mi-  Car- 
son does. 

Alderman  Curtis— The  Superintendent  of  Sewers 
superintends  these  sewers  with  men  whom  he  under- 
stands, but  this  man  hasn't  got  a  man  there  to  super- 
intend it.    That  is  tne  reason  why  these  sewers  are 
not  hurried  along.    Why  isn't  that  man  there  doin^ 
his  work?    That  is  his  work.     Another  ft  hi",  vour 
Superintendent  of  Sewers  onlv  goes  dowu   three  or 
four  feet,  and  they  know  what  they  cau  do.     Let  me 
ted  you  that  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers  has  some 
of  the  smartest  men  under  him  there  are  i'i   the  Citv 
of   Boston,  aud   Le  don't   go    out   of   the    citv  to 
get  men    to    come   here   and   build    sewers.     Vou 
haven't    got    but    one    man    on    your    improved 
sewerage  to-dav  from  the  City  of  Boston.      A  man 
in  the  City  of  Boston  can't  get  work  on  the  improved 
sewerage  to-day.    When  vou  give  a  man  in  charge  of 
a  contract  and  he  lays  dowu   on  it,  and  you  give  him 
another  one,  and  be  lays  dowu   upon  'you  without 
any  bonds,  when   there  are  men  in   Boston,  cotupe- 
t>nt  mechanics,  bom   and   bred   here— why  cannot 
they  get  work?    Because  their  estimate  is  so  high? 
Where  is  your  Mr.  Malone's  contract  to-dav''    Talk 
about  the  estimates  being  so  high,  you  le'  it  to  one 
of  these  men,  aud  when  they  give' up  the  contract 
you  let  it  over  to  them  again,  and   vour  Boston 
men  have  to  lie  still.    Now  sir,  this  unproved  sewer- 
age in  Ibis  connection   you  can  see  as  well  as  I  can 
that  it  is  going  to  take  not  less  than   three  years 
provided  an  injunctiou  is  not  put  upon  the  pumping 
station;  and  the  committee  are  divided   upon  that. 
When  a  committee  undertake  to  ride  two  horses' 
which    is    not    exactly    true,    but  a  man  falls    to 
the     ground     if     he     rides     two     horses     unless 
they    are    all    going    the    same    way.      Now,  sir, 
rf    that    man    who   is     suoerintending    those  two' 
sewrs   will  stop  one  and  shut  it,  up,  and  go  right 
on  with  the  other  sewer  and  spend  his   time  there, 
just  what  he  is  piid  for,  then  you  will  save  the  money 
of  the  Citv  of  Boston.    But  with  your  Superintend- 
ent of  Sewers  here  at  one  moment,  and  at  another 
sewer  over  there  the  next  moment,  and  attending  to 
a  bridge  on  the  Back  Bay— how  is  he  going  to  attend 
to  anything?    Well,  sir,  I  haven't  found   much  fault 
with   the  committee.     I  have  not  found  as  much 
fault  as  some    members  of    the    committee    have 
The   peoole  on    Dover   street   are   half    crazy   be- 
cause   he   is   laying   there    so   long.      I  don't    o-et 
crazy  myself.      I  have  got  used  to  the   business. 
He  is  there  now,  and  I  think  he  will  be  there  a 
good   while  after  I  leave  this  board.    1  think  it  is 
high  time  that  something  should  be  doue  by  this 
board  about  that  work,    bir,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
this  committee  to  do  the  business  on  those  sewers 
and  in  this  board  too,  uor  should  it  be  expected  ot 
them.    They  ride  out  there,  and  look  at  it,  and  that 
is  all  they  do.    They  merely  look  at  it.    They  don't 
go  into  an  examination  to  see  how  the  work  is  goin«- 
on.    They  were  there  the  other  day,  but  no  superin" 
tendent  was  there;  he  could  not  be  found.    One  of 
the  committee  says,  Did  you  see  him  here  in  a  horse 
aud  wagon?    Said  1. 1  saw  him  here  iu  a  horse  aud 
buggv.    Said  he,  I  wish  you  would  make  inquiry  if 
the  city  pays  the  expense  of  that  buggy.    Therefore 
I  say  the  committee  ought  not  to  be  expected  to  take 
charge  of  this  sewer  as  it  should  he  taken  charge  or. 
X  hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  there  will   be  "some 
change,— that  there  will  be  somebody  appointed  to 
take   charge   of   that   improved    sewerage.      Now, 
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sir,  in  regard  to  your  engineer.  Why,  air, 
there  never  was  a  man  born  th,t  could 
take  charge  and  do  his  d-ty  on  the  work 
you  have  |>ut  upon  your  City  Engineer.  It  is  eneugh 
for  one  man  Co  take  charge  of  that  sewer  and  noth- 
ing else.  But  you  see  the  immense  work  put  upon 
thai  man  to-day.  See  tiie  work  that  the  Water 
Commissioners  have  put  upon  him  lately.  Do  you 
expect  that  man  is  going  into  that  sewer  and  stand 
there  and  see  that  it  is  doue?  Why  no.  He  sends  a 
sub-engineer  down  there  and  has  to  depend  upon 
him.  He  does  the  best  u  e  can,  I  have  no  doubt,  but 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  one  man  to  do  the  work 
on  that  sewer  as  it  should  be  done.  I  will  clo^e  here, 
thinking  I  shall  get  some  reply,  which  I  nope  I  shall, 
and  theD  I  shall  have  something  else  to  say. 

Alderman  Wooltey — 1  have  refrained  from  making 
any  remarks  atall,  but  the  gentleman  has  let  himself 
out  on  tliis  improved  sewerage  system,  and  it  mu-t 
be  very  evident  to  all  present  that  the  gentleman  has 
a  very  sore  place  somewhere  about  him.  He  has 
certainly  shown  to  any  practical  man  by  his  talk  ill 
this  hoard  tnat  he  is  very  ignorant  himself  in  regard 
to  the  improved  sewerage."  If  he  had  taken  the  mul- 
tiplication table  ami  rend  if,  before  this  board,  it 
would  be  about  as  true  in  the  matter  of  figures  as  the 
ones  he  hes  read  here  to-night — I  think  just  about  as 
true.  What  he  states  of  one  member  of  the  commit- 
tee I  have  no  doubt  is  true,  but  that  member  has  not 
given  the  proper  attentiou  to  the  business  which  he 
should.  But  when  he  states  that  case  as  applying  to 
all  the  members  of  the  committee,  he  is  wrong,  and, 
as  I  said  before,  he  shows  his  ignorance  in  so 
doing,  because  I  helieve  as  a  general  thing 
the  members  of  the  Committee  on  lmuroved 
Sewerage  give  as  much  time  inquiring  into  details 
and  the  workings  of  the  department  as  any  commit- 
tee here  in  City  Hall,  and  1  know  thai  the  chairman 
anil  the  other  members  of  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  this  ooard  have  given  a  great  deal  of  time  to  it — a 
great  deal  more  than  I  have,  for  I  have  not  had  the 
time  to  do  it.  I  only  hope  that  the  gentleman  will 
have  the  honor  in  the  succeeding  year,  as  he  will  no 
doubt  be  returned  to  thi-  hoard,  of  b'ing  on  this 
committee,  and  showing  to  the  public  wbat  he  can 
do  in  the  way  of  ruining  the  department. 

Alderman  Curtis  —  One  word  in  relation  to  the 
figures.  I  took  my  figures  from  the  auditor's  books, 
and  if  he  don't  understand  figuring  I  must  give  it  up. 

Alderman  Slade — I  have  listened  to  the  speech  of 
the  Alderman  very  attentively,  but  I  must  say  I 
hardly  know  what  he  has  said,  and  cannot  re- 
ply to  anything.  He  is  badlv  mixed,  in  my  opinion. 
But  I  will  reply  to  two  or  three  remarks  he  lias 
made.  First,  in  regard  to  the  legal  notification  of 
bonds:  We  did  nothing  without  a  legal  adviser.  The 
bondsmen  were  before  the  committee,  knew  every- 
thing that  was  done,  were  consulted  before  anything 
was  done,  and  their  bonds  were  not  vitiated  at  all. 
The  Alderman  says  a  city  official  is  one  of  the  bonds- 
men.  Tnat  is  true,  but  he  was  made  a  bondsman 
before  he  was  a  city  official,  so  he  is  not  to  blame 
for  that.  Had  he  been  a  city  official  at  the  time,  of 
course  his  bond  would  not  have  been  taken.  So 
tar  from  the  committee  being  led  astray,  I  think 
the  Alderman  is  a  great  deal  farther  astray 
than  the  committee  are  —  that  is  my  opinion. 
Mr.  Malote  is  carrying  on  not  only  the  tunnel,  but 
the  mason  work  i-  going  on  with  it.  I  wish  toe 
work  was  done,  bat  it  is  not.  I  thinK  it  is  piessed 
forward  a-  fast  a-  it  i-  possible  for  anybody  to  d"  it. 
I  was  one  or  the  committee  that  we:. t  up  there  the 
other  day  that  the  Alderman  speaks  of,  and  Mr. 
Carson  was  there  when  I  was  there.  But  I  will  say 
here  for  Mr.  Carson  that  we  are  now  working  oil 
Albany  street,  and  are  also  gutting  pretty  well  done 
wi'li  .1  portion  of  Hie  work  nu  East  Chester  park 
where  the  Alderman's  place  of  business  is.  Mr.  I  ar- 
son is  also  superintending  a  job  on  the  Back  Bay, 
and  the  pay  he  receives  there  is  deducted  from  what 
lie  would  receive  if  bis  whole  time  was  given  to  the 
improved  sewerage.  Our  City  Engineer  says  at  all 
time-  that  he  does  not  know  a  living  man  equal  to 
.Mr.  (arson  in  tne  position  he  [sin.  We  have  good 
foremen  there,  a-  good  as  thev  have  anywhere,  I 
think.  The  work  on  Albany  street  is  low-tide  work. 
We  are  some  two  feet  below  low  tide,  going  through 
stone  walls  and  old  wharves,  anil  you  don't  know 
what  you  arc  coming  to  until  you  get  to  it— it  may 
be  either  stone  walls  or  rock  or  piling— and  1  believe 
Mr.  Carson  is  managing  it  wen.  As  the  Alderman 
ha-  raid,  the  contract  for  the  outlet  of  the  improved 
sewer  is  not  let,  but  that  is  a  job  which  is  cot  dif- 
ficult; it  Is  also  a  small  job  and  will  be  done  very 
quickly.  1  don't  know  but  if  the  Alderman  hail  been 
in  my  place,  the  work  would  have  been  completed 
by  this  time,  and  I  don't  know  as  it  would.  But  I 
must  say,  as  I  think  I  said  two  weeks  ago,  that  I  gave 


as  concise  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  sewer 
as  it  is  possible  for  anybody  to  give.  I  cannot  answer 
the  Alderman's  figures  because  I  don't  know  how  he 
has  got  them  "xed.  They  don't  sound  right  at  all, 
and!  guess  it  will  take  him  some  time  to  straighten 
the  in  out. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  don't  see  but  the  Alderman 
has  repeated  what  I  have  said  except  Hie  bonds.  I 
riidnotsayth.it  the  bonds  were  vitiated  at.  all.  I  . 
merely  stated  that  so  far  as  I  knew  there  never  had 
been  a  legal  notice  sent  to  the  bondsmen  notifying 
them  that  Mr.  Malonehad  surrendered  his  contract, 
and  that  they  must  go  on  and  finish  the  job  or  sur- 
render the  bonds.  I  don't  say  that  the  committee 
did  not  talk  with  the  bondsmen  about  it.  Why  of 
course  the  bondsmen  were  willing  to  take  nearlv 
$'200,000  more  as  I  have  stated.  Tne  bondsmen  sit 
back  and  laugh  at  the  committee.  Of  course  they 
ai  eso  much  better  off.  The  rest  of  his  speech  is  just 
what  I  said  exactly. 

Alderman  Slade — The  bondsmen  were  not  called 
upon  to  complete  this  work  at  all.  They  are  only 
bondsmen  for  so  much  work.  Whenever  the  work 
is  clone,  then  they  can  be  called  upon  for  what  they 
are  liable  for. 

I'he reports  were  accepted.    Sent  down. 
NEW  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Whitteo  the  board  took 
from  the  ta'jie  and  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  5  o'clock.  I'.  M.,  the  orders  for  the  pur- 
chase of  laud  (additional  to  that  given  by  the  Com- 
monwealth) for  a  new  library  building,  at  an  expense 
not  exceeding  $150,000,  and  foi  a  loan  of  said 
amount,  the  certificates  of  debt  to  be  made  payable 
November  1,  1882,  from  the  taxes  of  1882-3.  (City 
Doe.  138.) 

ADDITIONAL  WATER  SUPPLY. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Caldwell,  the  board  took 
from  the  table  the  order  for  the  Boston  Water  Board 
to  expend  the  unexpended  balance  of  $05,000  for 
purchase  ot  land  in  new  basin,  in  order  to  purchase 
water  rights  on  Sudbury  river,  which  had  been  laid 
upon  the  table  m  the  early  part  ot  the  session. 

Alderman  Caldwell— The  Water  Board  and  City 
Engineer  very  much  desire  the  passage  of  tuis  order. 

I  think  that  public  interest  requires  its  passage  at 
this  time. 

Alderman  Woollev  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien — The  object  for  which  this  $55,- 
000  is  to  be  expended  is  not  stated,  in  tact,  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  in  the  Council  declined  to  ex- 
plain the  matter, and  asked  the  Council  to  pas-  it  with- 
out knowing  anything  about  it.  It  appears  to  me  that  is 
not  the  proper  wav  to  expend  money — without 
knowing  where  or  for  what  it  is  going.  If  it  is  to 
clean  out  the  basins,  I  will  vote  for  it  freely.  It  it 
is  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  water,  and  it  .8 
shown  that  it  will  Co  »o,  I  shall  vot  •  for  it  without 
hesitation.  But  here  is  an  order  which  does  not  come 
from  anv  committee,  and  was  offered  by  a  member 
of  the  Council  who  declined  to  state  for  what  pur- 
pose the  money  was  to  be  used. 

Alderman  Caldwell— Although  I  do  not  know  that 
it  is  hardly  proper  to  discuss  it  at  this  time,  I  will 
state  that  there  is  a  small  watet  privilege  that  the 
Water  Board  and  Engineer  think  it  will  be  for  the 
beue.it  of  the  city  to  purchase.  They  have  u^edfrom 
this  supply  something  like  six  hundred  and  fifty  mil- 
lion gallons  during  the  present  low  state  of  the  water. 
The  Engineer  and  Water  Board  thoug.it  it  would 
be  better  not  to  have  it  discussed,  but  1  will  state 
as  a  member  of  the  Water  Committee  ihat  th»v  con- 
sider if  absolutely  necessary  and  for  the  interest  ot 
the  city  to  purchase  it. 

Alderman  O'Brien — 1  understand,  to  speak  out 
plainly,  tout  this  $55,000  i=  asked  for  to  buy  the  lights 
ami  privileges  in  Whitehall  pond,  owned  by  a  specu- 
lative dry  goods  linn  in  the  city  ot  Boston  who  have 
a  great  deal  ot  landed  property  to  sell.     Well,  now, 

II  tnat  report  which  has  been  presented  from  the 
celebrated  Baltimore  professor,  who,  1  understand, 
was  paid  $500  a  day,  and  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee did  not  relute  the  statement 

Alderman  Caldwell— If  the  gentleman  will  give 
way  I  will  contradict  it.     It  is  not  a  fact. 

Alderman  O'Brien — If  the  Alderman  contradicts 
it,  of  course  It  ifl  all  right.  But,  at  anv  rate,  this 
Baltimore  professor  has  found  out  by  accident  the 
cause  of  this  taste  in  the  water.  It  is  a  spongy  sub-, 
stance  on  a  rocky  part  of  the  Sudbury  supply  that 
they  say  gives  this  llavor  to  the  water.  It  was  acci- 
dentally discovered  and  covers  a  very  small  spot.,  If 
that  is  true,  what  do  we  want  to  spend  $55,000  for 
purctia  ing  rights  to  otner  water  privileges?  If  that 
substance  can  be  removed  wit  >  very  little  trouble 
apd  expense,  as  I  understand  from  the  City  Engineer 
to-night,  our  water  supply  is  all  right,  with  the  ex 


780 


BOARD      OF     ALDERMEN 


ception  of  Pegan  Brook.  And,  Mr.  Chairman,  there 
has  beeu  nothing  more  surprising  in  the  criticisms  of 
experts  and  newspapers  than  the  fact  that  the  three 
distinguished  members  of  the  Board  of  Health, 
after  being-  interviewed  by  the  reporters,  stated 
that  we  were  receiving  the  entire  sewage  of 
the  town  of  Natick  into  our  water  supply,  and  they 
had  the  cheek  to  look  three  hundred  nud  seventy- 
live  thousand  inhabitants  ot  Boston  in  the  lace,  and 
.t  11  them  that  although  they  hau  to  drink  the  sewage 
of  iNatick,  it  was  so  mingled  wiih  the  other  waters 
that  it  was  harmless.  What  kind  of  a  statement  is  that 
for  our  Board  of  Heal'b  to  make?  What  legislature 
wid  ever  remove  the  pollution  caused  by  th  sewage 
of  Natick,  when  our  Board  of  Health  talk  iu  that 
way?  "What  court  will  ever  give  us  a  verdict  against 
tne  men  of  N»tick  who  pollute  our  water,  when  our 
Board  of  Health  can  be  summoned  uood  the  stand  to 
give  testimony  of  that  kind?  These  are  rhe  men  who 
are  looking  after  our  health  and  sanitary  condition. 
I  nop 't  propose  to  vote  lor  this  $55,000  unless  I  know 
exactly  what  it  is  to  be  used  lor.  It  the  report  of 
Mr.  Remsen  is  correct,  our  water  supply  is  all  right 
with  the  expenditure  of  a  very  small  sum  of  money, 
except  this  pollution  from  the  town  of  Natick,  and  I 
don  tpropose  to  vote  for  this  §55,000  unless  I  know 
where  it  is  going  to  be  spent. 

Alderman  Hersey — From  the  explanation  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Water,  1  do  not  un- 
derstand that  this  $55,000  is  for  the  purpose  of  puri- 
fying the  Cochituate  or  Sudbury-river  water,  but  to 
increase  our  supply  of  water.  1  had  supposed  from 
the  criticisms  of'the  gentleman  who  last  sat  down 
that  we  were  nearly  at  the  limit  of  our  supply  from 
the  Sudbury,  and  in  the  near  future  we  should  have 
to  go  somewhere  else  on  account  of  the  insufficiency 
of  Lake  Cochituate  aud  the  Sudbury  system  to  fur- 
nish us  with  a  sufficient  supply.  I  understand  that 
this  order  is  merely  to  increase  our  supply,  and  not 
to  make  better  the  quality  of  the  wattr. 

Alderman  Curtis — 1  should  be  willing  to  vote  for 
anythiog  to  improve  the  wate)  supply,  but  I  rlo  think 
we  pass  votes  here  on  money  matters  when  we  don't 
know  anytning about  them.  If  we  pass  this  order  to- 
night, we  do  so  without  any  knowledge  ot  our  own 
as  to  where  the  monvy  is  going.  I  should  like  to 
vote  for  it,  but  I  cannot  do  it  Uhderstardiugly  upon 
the  report  given   by  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 

Alderman.  Caldwell — 1  will  state  for  tne  informa- 
tion of  the  board ,  that  as  the  Alderman  has  stated, 
there  is  a  pond  from  which  this  water  has  beer  taken. 
Our  new  basin  will  require  two  years  to  fini?h  it, 
and  the  Water  Board  are  fearful  that  this  dry  time 
will  last.  They  have  drawn  six  hundred  and  fifty 
million  gallons  from  tnat  source,  and  now  tbey  want 
this  money  to  purchase  the  rights  in  that  basin.  They 
think  it  is  actually  necessary  to  spend  it,  and  want 
the  privilege  ot  doing  it.  This  last  jam  has  saved 
us  from  trouble  temporarily,  but  if  the  dry  time 
should  continue  long,  we  will  need  an  additional 
supply.  It  is  not  to  preserve  the  purity  of  the  wa- 
ter, but  to  get  more  water  until  the  new  basin  is  fin- 
ished. 

Alderman  Slade — I  shall  vote  for  this  order,  and  I 
hope  that  after  carrying  this  object  out,  if  there  is 
any  money  left,  the  "Water  Boaidwill  dump  some 
loam  upon  the  bottom  of  Farm  pond.  I  understand 
that  this  spongy  material  grows  upon  the  rocks.  If 
they  were  covered  with  loam  it  would  not  grow 
there. 

Alderman  Breck — I  believe  that  is  just  what  we 
don't  want.  We  don't  want  any  vegetable  matter  in 
Farm  pond.  There  was  a  time  when  the  waters  of 
Farm  pond  were  perfectly  clear.  You  could  go  there 
in  a  boat  and  look  down  fifteen  feet  and  see  clear  white 
sand.  Now  the  water  is  disturbed  and  so  foul  that 
you  cannot  see  down  three  inches  from  the  sur- 
face. This  is  owing  to  the  wash  of  the  loam  and 
the  decomposition  ot  the  vegetable  matter  coming 
in  o  the  pond.  If  the-e  basins  were  cleaned  out  as  we 
wa  nted  to  have  them  in  1877,  there  would  he  no  trouble 
about  the  water.  There  are  meadows  which  have 
been  accumulating  a  mass  of  mud  and  loam  for 
thousands  of  years,  and  when  tbey  come  to  be  cov- 
ered with  water,  then  of  course  decomposition  com- 
mences. This  decomposition  of  the  mud  was  mixed 
with  the  water  and  floated  into  the  supply  which  the 
city  has  had  and  poisoned  the  whole  of  it.  I  was  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Sudbury  river  last  week  and  wa9 
talked  to  by  a  great  many  people  living  in  tbf.t  vicin- 
ity. They  wondered  that  the  City  of  Boston  ever 
went  there  tor  a  supply,  and  they  wondered  more 
after  we  made  those  basins  that  we  didn't  clear  them 
out,  just  as  the  Park  Commissioners  wished  to  have 
done  and  asked  for  au  appropriation  to  take  the 
loam  out  and  use  it  for  park  purposes.  The  waters 
oi  Pegan  brook  are  contaminated  not  only  by  the 
sewage  from    the    town    of    Natick,  but    by    the 


sewage  from  the  AVomen'a  Prison.  Although 
the  State  has  appropriated  a  large  sum  of 
money  to  improve  the  sewage  of  the  prison, 
yet  it  has  become  as  bad  in  a  short  time.  I 
am  told  this  by  people  living  in  that  vicinity.  It  the 
basins  bad  been  cleaned  of  the  loam  when  they  were 
constructed  there  would  have  been  no  trcuble  about 
it,  any  more  than  there  was  in  Chestnut  Hill  reser- 
voir. When  that  work  was  done  many  years 
ago,  it  was  considered  very  important  by  the  engi- 
neers and  those  who  had  it  in  charge  to  have  removed 
all  the  vegetable  matter,  old  stumps,  mud  and  loam. 
The  loam  was  excavated  to  a  depth  of  twenty- five  to 
forty  feet— clear  loam  down  which  you  could  run  a 
pole  at  least  thirty-five  feet  iu  most  places.  This 
loain  was  taken  out  until  they  came  to  a  hard  bottom 
that  would  hold  the  water,  and  was  pi  led  up  in  heaps, 
and  it  was  advertised  for  rarmers  to  come  and  take 
it  away  for  nothing.  The  farmers  and  market  gar- 
deners took  it  off  and  found  it  to  be  one  of  the  best 
fertilizers  they  could  ba»e.  If  there  was  matter  in 
thatloatu  that  was  so  good  for  fertilizing  purposes, 
how  bad  it  must  have  been  to  have  it  in  our  drink- 
ing water  and  decomposing  there.  So  it  will  be  with 
the  basins  until  they  are  entirely  cleared  out. 
We  shall  never  have  an  end  of  complaints  about  the 
water  until  it  is  none. 

Alderman  Slade— I  don't  believe  the  water  in  the 
reservoir  would,  have  been  any  worse  than  it  was  if 
we  had  not  taken  out  that  mud.  Swamps  are  the 
sources  ot  .11  rivers  and  streams.  You  can  go  dow^i 
to  any  depth  of  mud,  and  find  water  runir.ng  out  of 
a  swamp  as  clear  and  nice  as  any  water  running  from 
a  spouse.  It  is  really  a  sponge.  These  swamps  are 
filled  with  growth  which  acts  a9  a  sponge  to  retain 
the  water  and  supply  the  rivers  and  brooks  all 
through  the  season  between  the  rains.  You  may 
clear  off  everv  mite  of  loam  from  these  reservoirs, 
and  there  will  immediately  spring  up  a  growth  of 
vegetation.  Perhaps  it  will  not  be  English  grass  or 
anything  of  that  kind,  but  any  farmer  or  anybody 
else  who  has  handled  the  soil,  knows  that  taking  off 
the  loam  does  not  stop  vegetable  growth.  If  you 
go  out  on  the  Back  Bay,  where  it  is  filled  with  no- 
thing but  gravel,  taken  perhaps  ten  to  fifteen  feet 
from  the  surface,  you  will  find  it  covered  with  some 
kind  of  vegetable  growth — weeds,  trees  aud  other 
things.  It  is  natural  for  the  soil  to  cover  itself  with 
something.  Take  the  bottom' of  the  sea  ami  the  rock> 
ol  the  ocean,  and  they  are  alive  with  vegetation.  I 
do  not  believe  the  cleaning  out  of  this  loam  will 
make  a  particle  ot  difference  in  the  purity  of  the 
water.  That  is  my  opinion  abnut  it.  I  recollect  last 
year,  when  we  were  up  to  Spot  pond,  there  were 
men  up  to  their  waists,  cutting  off  vegetation  from 
the  bottom  of  the  pond  where  the  water  was  four  or 
five  feet  deep.  They  werecutting  it  off  with  a  scythe, 
that  it  might  rise  to  the  top,  that  they  might  rake  it 
off  and  make  clear  ice.  They  were  cutting  off  this 
vegetable  growth  that  has  grown  there  for  cen- 
turies, and  will  always  grow  there.  It  seems  to  me 
I  am  almost  justified  in  saying  there  has  been  more 
ignorance  shown  by  wise  men  in  regard  to  this  loam 
contaminating  the  water  than  is  necessary. 

Alderman  Breck— The  Alderman  may  be  right  in 
what  he  says  about  the  water  which  flows  from  tha 
meadows  aud  bogs,  but  when  it  is  confined  wituin  a 
certain  place  it  becomes  so  bad  that  no  man  or  animal 
can  drink  it.  Take  for  instance  the  pools  on  the  side 
of  Western  avenue  as  you  go  out  on  the  Brighton 
road.  There  is  a  pool  on  the  left  hand  side  that  in 
the  spring  of  the  year  is  as  clear  as  crystal,  but 
in  a  short  time  it  is  covered  with  a  thick  scum  and 
no  animal  will  drink  it.  There  is  one  on  the  other 
side  three  times  as  large  as  our  Frog  pond;  the  cat- 
tle will  go  there  in  the  spring  and  drink,  but  it  soon 
becomes  stagnant  and  unlit  for  man  or  animal  to 
drink.  So  it  will  be  in  all  cases  where  water  is  con- 
fined, and  the  vegetable  matter  in  it  will  become  de- 
composed and  unhealthy.  Scientific  men  will  tell 
you  the  same  thing.  It  is  impossible  to  have  pure 
water  unless  you  can  have  it  free  from  all  vegetabl 
matter  and  debris. 

Alderman  Hal.letuan— The  Committee  on  Water 
having  gone  outside  of  Boston  for  an  expert  and 
brought  him  here  at  a  large  expeuse,  I  am  sorry  to 
learn  from  his  report  that  the  impurity  of  the  water 
is  caused  by  the  growtn  of  a  certain  spongy  material. 
I  am  sorry  to  hear  that,  because  I  don't  see  how  the 
newspapers  can  publish  such  information  tor  the 

Eublic  after  the  long-  stories  and  theories  they  have 
een  giving  us  tor  the  last  week  or  two.  It  knocks 
the  fish  story  that  the  Alderman  opposite  has  stood 
by  so  long  all  into  a  cocked  bat.  What  are  we  to  do 
about  the  other  theories  given  by  Boston  experts?  I 
don't  see  how  we  are  o  bring  them  all  together, 
there  ia  such  a  wide  difference  of  opiniour  I  am 
afraid  we  will  all  be  iu  a  muddle  in  settling  this 
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question.  'Die newspapers  are  certainly  coramiitedto 
another  theory,  and  the  eel  story  certainly  has  the 
start.  I  am  afraid  they  will  have  to  give  that 
up,  although  I  Dever  believed  in  it.  We  all  kdow 
tliat  vegetbble  substances  will  form  in  stagnant 
water,  and  even  in  water  wich  a  good  deal  of  motion. 
I  happened  to  be  bred  and  born  on  the  Susquehanna 
river.  I  know  that  every  summer  the  water  becomes 
low,  the  grass  and  mosses  are  exposed,  ami  the  sun 
beating  down  causes  fermentation,  and  the  entire 
range  of  country  alone  that  stream  is  afflicted  with 
malaria.  Tne  natives  have  more  or  less  fever  and  ague, 
which  is  attributed  to  the  fermentation  and  mala- 
ria arising  from  the  decomposing  vegetable  substances 
and  lasts  until  high  water  and  floods  clear  out  the 
channel.  I  have  no  doubt  all  our  ponds  are  filled  with 
vegetable  substances  that  grow  rapidly.  I  think  n 
is  just  as  necessary  to  clean  the  ponds  of  this  growth 
as  it  is  to  clean  out  a  cistern  to  be  used  for  domestic 
purposes.  They  must  oe  cleaned  out.  Of  course  our 
ponds  are  on  a  iarger  scale,  but  talk  as  you  will  this 
enormous  growth  of  vegetable  matter  must  be  re- 
moved at  some  time  or  other.  I  will  not  vote  for 
this  appropriation  for  the  reason  that  I  do  not  think 
it  has  been  brought  before  the  City  Government  in 
a  proper  manner.  If  the  Water  Hoard  want  the 
money  they  should  make  a  request  stating  the  neces- 
sity for  it,  and  asking  the  City  Government  to  appro- 
priate. Instead  of  that  the  order  was  brought  into 
the  Council  by  an  individual  who  asked  upon  his 
personal  honor  and  reputation  that  it  should  be 
passed.  There  is  nothing  official  behind  it,  it  is 
only  an  Individual  who  speaks  and  gives  his 
reasons,  which  are  not  sufficient  for  making  the  pur- 
chase. This  making  of  persona]  appeals  is  not 
proper,  business  like,  or  respecttul  to  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. 

Alderman  Tucker — The  whole  discussion  seems  to 
hinge  upon  'he  condition  of  our  water,  but  this 
order  is  to  purchase  an  additional  supply-  I  think 
we  shall  be  in  a  much  better  condition  to  discuss  it 
next  Monday,  and  I  move  that  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  subject  be  postponed  until  next  Monday 
at  half-past  four.  It  is  getting  Slate.  I  am  about 
disgusted,  and  am  not  well.  I  think  the  board  are 
not  in  a  condition  to  discuss  thiB  water  question. 

Alderman  O'Brien— This  order  comes  from  nobody 
and  nobody  is  responsible  for  it.  We  place  the  cus- 
tody of  our  water  supply  in  the  hands  of  the  Water 
Board,  and  they  don't  ask  for  this.  The  proper  dis- 
position of  it  is  to  refer  it  to  the  Water  Board. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  am   perfectly  willing  to  re- 
fer it  to   he  Water  Board,  and  I  make  that  motion- 
Alderman  Caldwell — I  have  no  objections  to  the 
reference,  but  it  was  at  the  request  of  the  Engineer 
and  the  Water  Board  that  this  order  was  put  in. 

Alderman  O'Brien— It  has  been  stated  that  the 
Water  Board  have  given  the  charge  of  the  water 
supply  to  the  City  Engineer.  They  had  no  right  to 
do  that  without  coming  to  us,  and  stating  that  they 


were  incapable  of  attending  to  the  business  them 
selves  and  had  to  pass  it  all  over  to  the  City  Eogi 
neer.  I  thiols  the  best  way  is  to  send  it  to  the  Water 
Board,  and  if  they  send  it  back  to  us  we  can  act  in- 
telligently upon  it. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  presume  the  gentleman 
knows  exactly  where  the  money  is  to  be  spent.  If  it 
is  referred  to  the  Water  Board,  and  publicity  given 
to  it,  it  will  defeat  the  scheme  they  have  to  carry 
out.  They  desire  to  acquire  the  additional  supplv, 
and  wish  us  to  trusi  them  with  the  money  to  do  it. 
I  am  W'lling  to  trust  ihem  to  make  a  good  trade  for 
the  city. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  think  the  public  will  be  pretty 
well  informed  upon  this  subject  after  seeing  the  re- 
port in  the  papers  to-morrow. 

Alderman  Whitteo  —Last  iwouday  three  sweeping 
orders  were  put  in  and  I  tiied  to  get  them  laid  over, 
but  they  were  pressed  through.  This  is  to  push 
ahead  the  Sudbury-rlver  scheme  and  get  more  water, 
and  that  is  what  one  of  the  orders  ot  the  Alderman 
was  for.  The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Water 
approves  this,  it  has  been  passed  by  the  Council,  and 
I  don't  see  why  we  should  not  pass  it. 

Alderman  O'Brien— The  order  introduced  at  the 
last  meeting  as  to  develop  the  Sudoury  supplv  which 
callea  for  seven  basins,  three  of  which  have  been 
built.  This  matter  does  not  come  from  the  Water 
Board,  and  looks  to  me  like  a  speculative  thing. 

Alderman  Wiiitten — Is  it  not  one  of  the  new  ba- 
sins you  refer  to? 

Alderman  O'Brien — It  is  not.  Tney  don't  ask  us  to 
build  Basin  No.  5.  Nowi'the  time tocommeoce work 
on  Basins  5,  6  and  7,  and  devt-lop  our  supply.  This 
order  means  some  little  speculative  scheme  that  is 
not  explained.  That  is  the  long  and  short  of  ic.  If 
the  Water  Board  will  say  they  will  give  lis  an 
additional  supply  equal  to  this  amount  of  money,  I 
will  vote  for  it.  The  order  is  not  properly  before 
us. 

Alderman  Viles — I  hore  we  shall  pass  this  order 
to-night  and  get  the  additional  supply  without  pub- 
lishing it  iii  the  papers.  It  will  increase  our  supply 
nine  million  ga' Ions  a  day.  lam  not  afraid  to  trust 
the  Engineer  and  the  Water  Board  to  take  care  of  it. 

Alderman  O'Brien — Why  don't  the  VVater  Com- 
missioners ask  for  it  in  a  proper  way? 

Alderman  Viles — There  are  good  reasons  why  it 
should  not  be  explained  in  open  board,  but  so  much 
has  been  said  that  I  am  afraid  we  shall  not  accom- 
plish what  is  intended. 

Tbe  motion  to  refer  to  the  Water  Board  was  lost. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence,  yeas  8,  nays 
4, — Aldermen  Breck,  Curtis,  Haldeman,  and  O'Brien 
voting  nay. 

Alderman  Whittten  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

Adjourned,  and  on  motion  of  Alderman  O'Brien 
stood  adjourned  to  Wednesday  next,  at  one  o'clock 
P.M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Adjourned  Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. 

NuVEMBER    33,    1881. 


Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  1  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Alderman  O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  School  Committee 
of  i  vacancy  therein  caused  bv  the  resignation  of 
Henry  W.  Swift.    Placed  on  file. 

Notice  was  received  from  the  School  Committee 
t  hat  in  the  opinion  of  tbe  School  Board  a  separate 
ballot  containing  the  names  Df  persons  nominated 
for  tbe  Scbool  Committee  only  will  prove  impracti- 
cable, creating  unnecessary  labor  and  expense. 

The  Chairman — What  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
board. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley  the  recommen- 
dations in  tbe  communication  were  adopted. 

The  City  Clerk  read  an  order  in  the  usual  form 
providing  for  the  issuing  or  the  election  warrants, 
with  the  hours  for  the  opening  of  the  polls,  and  the 
question  whether  the  School  Committee  should  be 
voied  for  on  separate  ballot  to  be  determined  by  the 
board . 

Alderman  Hersey — I  think  this  is  a  singular  re- 
quest from  the  School  Committee.  A  member  of 
that  board  appeared  before  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Instruction  and  urged  the  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived from  voting  for  the  Shool  Committee  upon  a 
separate  ballot;  that  it  would  secure  a  better  selec- 
tion of  candidates;  tbat  the  nominees  would  be  more 
scrutinized  and  we  should  have  a  more  efficient 
board.  But  if  they  have  come  to  the  conclusion  tbat 
it  is  better  to  have  them  all  on  one  ballot  with  the 
other  nominations,  of  course  I  don't  object. 

Alderman  "Woolley — I  do  not  see  any  objection  to 
the  ladies  voting  tit  the  same  box  with  the  men. 
Many  voters  come  in  a  hurry  andhave  but  little  time 
to  vote,aud  it  seems  to  me  it  will  be  better  to  vote  on 
ore  ticket  and  will  facilitate  business.  I  think  we 
had  better  have  the  order  passed  so  that  the  voting 
sLall  be  upon  one  ballot. 

Alderman  Hersey— The  objection  to  the  men  and 
women  all  voting  in  one  box  is  that  by  the  ballot  box 
to  be  used  at  the  coming  electiuu  the  ballots  are 
registered,  and  the  registry  will  not  tell  what  the 
real  vote  for  municipal  officers  is,  and  the  women 
vote  will  have  to  be  deducted  from  it. 

Tbe  City  Clerk  suggested  that  the  ladies  could  vote 
in  the  box  for  voting  upon  the  liquor  question. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Viles  the  order  was 
amended  so  that  the  laaies  should  vote  in  the  box  for 
voting  on  the  liquor  question. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  move  to  amend  the  order 
so  that  the  polls  sbsll  be  open  at  7  o'clock.  Many 
voters  come  from  the  outlying  districts  before  or 
about  that  time,  and  their  only  opportunity  to  vote 
is  before  they  leave  home  in  the  morning.  They  can- 


not get  out  to  vote  in  the  afternoon.  My  attention 
was  called  to  this  at  the  recent  election.  A  young 
man  in  my  office  who  lives  in  Malaen  was  ooliged  to 
go  home  in  order  to  vote  at  all.  He  never  leaves 
the  otface  until  five  o'clock,  and  was  obliged  to  go 
home  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  Ordinarily  that 
cannot  be  done. 

Alderman  Viles— While  I  don't  object  to  the  hour 
proposed  I  don't  think  anything  will  be  gained.  It 
is  always  difficult  to  get  tbe  officers,  to  the  polls  at 
half-past  seven.  Many  of  them  were  not  there  on 
time  at  the  last  election. 

Alderman  Wool  ley— I  hope  we  shall  adopt  the  mo- 
sion  of  the  Alderman  opposite  and  open  the  polls  at 
7  o'clock.  A  qreat  mai.y  laboring  men  do  not  go  to 
work  until  halt-past  seven,  and  if  the  polls  are  open 
at  seven,  they  will  have  an  opportunity  to  vote  be- 
fore going  to  woik,  and  would  not  have  such  an  op- 
portunity later  in  the  day. 

It  was  voted  to  open  the  polls  at  seven  o'clock. 

The  order  was  then  passed  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  warrants  be  issued  for  the  meeting 
of  the  legal  voters  of  this  city  at  their  several  polling 
places,  within  the  voting  precincts  of  the  wards  in 
which  they  respectively  reside,  on  Tuesday,  the  thir- 
teenth day  of  .December  next,  being  the  Tuesday 
after  the  second  Monday  of  said  month,  at  7  o'clock 
A.  M.,  then  and  there  to  give  in  their  voles  for  one 
able  and  discreet  person  to  be  Mayor  of  this 
city  ;  also  for  twelve  Aldermen,  to  serve  for  the 
year  ensuing ;  also  for  one  able  and  discreet 
person  to  serve  as  a  Street  Commissioner  for 
three  years;  also  for  three  able  and  discreet  men, 
qualified  voters  and  inhabitants  of  each  wa  d  (ex- 
cept Ward  22,  which  shall  elect  one  member,  and 
Ward  25,  which  shall  elect  two  members)  to  be  mem- 
bers of  the  C-mmon  Council  for  the  ensuing  year; 
also  for  eight  members  of  the  School  Committee  to 
serve  three  years,  and  for  two  other  members  of  said 
committee  to  serve  one  year  in  the  places  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Pinney  and  Henry  P.  Bowditeb,  resigned; 
and  for  one  other  uieinbe'  to  serve  two  years  in  the 
place  of  Henry  W.  Swift,  resigned. 

All  the  foregoing  to  be  voted  for  on  one  ballot 
which  is  to  be  deposited  in  the  box  provided  for  that 
purpose. 

Also  at  the  same  time  and  places  to  deposit  in  an- 
other box  a  ballot,  Ses  or  No,  in  answer  to  the  fol- 
lowing question,  ■•Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  city?" 

Also  to  notify  all  other  persons  residing  in  the  sev- 
eral wards  who  are  qualified  tor  that  purpose,  to  as- 
semble at  the  same  time  and  places  to  give  in  their 
votes,  in  said  la^.t  mentioned  box,  on  one  ballot  for 
eight  members  ot  the  School  Committee  to  serve 
three  years;  aod  for  three  members  of  said  commit- 
tee to  fill  the  vacancies  aforesaid. 

The  polls  to  be  kept  open  until  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

Ordered,  That  notice  be  given,  pursuant  to  law, 
that  the  registration  of  voters  for  this  election  will 
close  on  Tuesday,  November  29,  at  10  o'clock  P.  M., 
after  which  no  name  can  be  added  to  the  voting  lists 
except  as  provided  by  section  10,  chap.  376  of  the 
acts  of  1874,  as  amended  by  chap  233  of  the  acts  of 
1878. 

The  bond  of  Samuel  H.  Easterbrook,  Constable, 
being  presented  duly  certified,  was  approved  by  the 
board. 

Adjourned, on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

NOVEMBER    38,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Alderman 
O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Public Weighers— Joseph  W.Robbius,Edward  Rob- 
bing Howland  Otis,  J.  Lawrence  Martin  and  Wilbur 
]'.  Brown,    Confirmed. 

JURORS    DRAWN. 

Jurors  were  draws  as  follows: 

Thirty-six  traver.-e,  December  twir,  Superior 
Cruninal  Court. 

Three  grand  and  5  petit,  December  term,  V.  S.  Dis- 
trict Court, 

To  the  Committee  on  County  Accounts—  Proprietors 
of  Social  Law  Library  for  their  usual  appropriation. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  Of  the 
Board— Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  fol- 
lows: Asa  P.  Potter,  old  brick,  2  additional  horses, 
244  Commonwealth  avenue,  Warn  11;  Charles  R. 
Wilson,  new  woode'!,1  horse,  37  Row streer,  Ward  23. 

'I.,  tin  Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  Ue 
Board— John  Sullivan,  to  be  paid  for  the  widening 
of  Kendrick  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— J.  S.  Robinson  and 
Miners,  rh.it  Avon  street.  Ward  23,  he  lighted  with 
oil  lamps. 

To  tli    Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction— 'Re- 
:    School  Committee,  for  the  enlargement  of 
the  yaid  of  the  Lexington-street  Scbpolhouse. 

I'n  tin  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  etc. — J.  P.  C. 
Win-hip.  1  at  the  trees  near  the '-coast'  on  the  Com- 
mon he  enclosed,  to  prevent  their  injury. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  or' 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board—  Charles  E. 
Barnes,  to  project  a  druggist's  mortar  at  396  Hanover 
street. 

To  tin  Committee  on  Streets  on  lite  part  of  the 
Board— George  Kuntz,  for  revision  of  award  by 
streer  Commissioners  for  taking  of  land  for  Wise 
place,  W  aid  23. 

Hubert  Giluiore,  for  revision  of  the  award  by 
Street  Commissioners  for  taking  of  land  for  exten- 
-ion  oi  Wise  place,  Ward  23. 

To  tne  committee  on  Paving— Lawrence  I>.  Welb.v, 
asking  tor  reports  on  two  petitions  for  reduction  of 
-troet  railway  fares. 

Win.  W.  Kellett,  for  leave  to  run  under-ground 
"hatting  from  2E6  Purcluvie  street  to  175-179  Summer 
street. 

A.L.  Hitchcock  &  Co.,  for  flagging  crossing  across 
Lincoln  street. 

S.  H.  Whitweil,  for  plank  walk  on  Marlborough 
street,  between  Exeter  and  FairiieMstreets. 

T.  B.  Winchester  and  others  tor  a  crosswalk  on 
Beao  n  street  at  wes'erly  side  of  Berkeley  street. 

James  Murgis  for  (lagging  crosssing  on  Hunting- 
ton avenue,  at  we«teoii  of  Trinity  Church. 

Petitions  for  edgestones  in  tront  of  ejtate  of 
Gamaliel  Bradford  and  another,  trustees,  on  Hun- 
tington avenue  and  West  Newton  streets. 

Petitions  lor  brick  sidewalks  in  front  ri  estate*  of 
Worse,  22   Copeland    street;    Alden  Avery, 
5  Newbury  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges — Copy  of  proposed 
application  to  tin'  legislature  by  Boston  &  Maine  R. 
K.  Co..  lor  additional  location  of  tracks. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  ami  Inspection 
,  Buildings — \.  HaUen,  to  erect  a  wooden  addition 
to  a  wooden  building  on  Cambridge  stieet,  near  an 
unnamed  street,  Ward  4. . 

Joseph  P.  Shaw,  to  erect  a  wooden   addition  to  a 
wooden  ouilding  on  Brookline  avenue  near  Green 
t.  Ward  23. 

Eastern  R.  R.  Co.,  to  erect  a  wooden  addition  to  a 
wooden  building  on   rear  Marginal  street,  i  ear  Or-  ■ 
leans  street.  Ward  2. 

UEAItl-M.s. 

On  petition  of  Daniel  Kariar  for  leave  to  locate 
and  use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  83  Hampden 
street;  and  of  Daniel  Snow,  executor,  to  locate  and 
use  a  steam  engine  and  boiler  at  160  Tremont  street. 
So  Objections.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines,. 

Oil  petition  of  Hipblaud    Street  Railway  Company 


for  leave  to  locate  tracks  on  portions  of  Northampton 
stieet  and  Shawmut  avenue,  and  to  use  tracks  of 
.Metropolitan  Railway  Company  on  Northampton 
street. 

J.  H.  rlathorae  appeared  to  object,  because  it  will 
interfere  materially  with  his  business  on  Northanip- 
tor.  street,  which  is  34  feet  2  inches  between  curb- 
stones. 1  he  tracks  will  leave  8  feet  and  9  fraction 
on  both  sides.  There  are  many  teams  passing  in  and 
out;  the  snow  will  be  piled  up  on  each  side  of  the 
track  in  winter;  the  street  has  to  be  occupied  in 
changing  from  wheels  to  runners,  and  the  track  and 
cars  will  he  a  great  inconvenience  on  those  accounts. 
Since  Swett  street  was  opened  Northampton  street 
has  become  a  great  thoroughfare,  and  the  tracks  will 
be  a  great  inconvenience  to  them.  He  did  not  object 
because  of  any  loss  of  patronage  he  1  eared,  but  on 
account  of  the  ineon /enience  to  him  in  transacting 
hie  business. 

Mr.  Merrill,  President  of  the  Highland  Railway 
Company,  said  this  was  a  change  from  the  locat:on 
originally  asked  for  to  run  through  Hampden  street, 
in  accoroauce  with  consultation  with  the  President  of 
the  Metropolitan,  over  whose  tracks  they  are  to  run. 
He  did  not  think  the  tiacks  would  be  as  objectiona- 
ble as  Air.  Hathorne  thought,  and  be  would  give  a 
single  or  double  track  as  would  beaceeptabte  to  him. 
That  part  of  Northampton  street  n <- eds  a  horse  rail- 
road track  and  a  stone  pavement,  and  the  laying  of 
tne  track  will  be  a  great  saving  to  the  city,  it  is  for 
the  board  to  say  whether  tbc  tracks  should  run 
through  Northampton  or  Springfield  street. 

President  Richards,  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad, 
corroborated  what  Mr.  Merrill  said.  As  a  large  own- 
er of  property  on  the  street,  he  desired  to  have  the 
tracks  there.  He  wished  some  more  respectable  road 
like  his  own  could  go  through  there,  but  as  that 
could  not  be,  he  eesired  the  location  for  the  High- 
land. 

No  other  objections.  Recommitted  to  Committee 
on  Paving. 

MUDDY- RIVER  IMPROVEMENT. 

The  hoard  tr.oh  uo  the  special  assignment,  viz: 

Order  authorizing  a  loan  of  $200,000  for  the.il  uddy- 
river  improvement.    (Doc.  124.) 

Specially  assigned  to  the  next  meeting,  on  motion 
of  Alderman  Breck. 

SITE   FOR    NEW   PUBLIC    LIBRARY   HOLDING. 

The  board  took  up  the  special  assignment  for  5 
P.  VI.,  viz.: 

Orders  for  he  purchase  of  land  (additional  to  that 
givrii  by  the  Commonwealth)  for  a  new  library 
building,  at  an  expense  not  "xceeding  $150,000,  and 
for  a  loan  of  said  amount,  the  certificates  of  debts 
to  be  made  payable  November  1, 1882,  from  the  taxes 
of  1882-3.    (City  Doc.  138.) 

The  Chairman  read  the  following: 

BOSTON,  Nov.  28th,  A.  M.,  5042. 
To  the  Mayor  and  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the   City 

of  Boston. 

Gentlemen, — 1  respectfully  offer  the  following  de- 
scribed property  as  a  most  suitable  and  desirable 
location  for  the  "Public  or  Garfield  Library"  for 
the  City  ot  Boston;  us  location  is  unsurpassed: 

s.  W.  cor.  Commonwealth  avenue  and  West  Ches- 
ter park,  contain  ng  in  area  about  72,487  feet;  my 
price  is  $5  per  foot,  and  would  trade  in  part  pay- 
ment for  the  lot  given  by  the  Commonwealth  at  the 
same  rate. 

The  Comer  eslate,  opposite  the  one  which   I   offer, 
has  latelv  been  sold  to  millionaire  Ames  for   $8   per 
toot,  who  I  am  told  intends  to  erect,  a  mansion  equal 
in  granrienrtn  anything  in  the  United  States. 
Very  respectfully, 

ALFRED    A.    MARCUS, 

127  Dartuioutn  street. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the  orders  in 
concurrence. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  would  ask  if  the  committee 
have  an>  assurance  that  they  can  extinguish  the 
rights  of  the  abutters  in  toe  passageway  m  the  rear 
so  that  it  can  be  closed.  1  understand  that  it  will  be 
necessary  to  extinguish  those  rights,  and  before  vot- 
ing upon  the  oroer  I  would  like  to  he  informed  by 
the  committee  if  they  can  extinguish  those  rights  so 
as  to  make  the  land  in  the  passagewav  available. 

Alderman  Whitten — The  appropriation  asked  for, 
$150,000,  is  for  the  extinguishment  of  those  rights 
and  the  purchase  of  the  laim.  1  have  one  or  two 
letters  here  in  regard  to  the  matter,  which,  though 
not  written  to  »  e,  cover  the  point.  I  asked  Mr. 
Grreoough,  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
ot  the  Public  Library,  to  get  some  assurance  from 
tne  parties  in  interest  there. 

Aloernian  Whitten  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Mason, 
the  Chairman   of  the  Harbor   and   Land   Coramis- 
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siouers,  stating  that  the  board  understood  that 
there  were  no  rights  in  the  pussagewav  belonging  to 
the  abutters. 

Aldetinau  Whitteu— There  is  auother  letter  here 
from  the  1'resiiient  of  Harvard  College,  which  it  is 
hardly  uroper  1  should  read,  but  I  will  show  it  to 
any  Alderman,  stating  that  in  his  opinion  there  will 
be  no  trouble  at  all;  there  was  not  time  to  bring  the 
matter  before  the  corporation,  but  they  never  stand 
in  the  way  of  any  educational  interest,  So  far  as  I 
have  talked  with  the  parties  interested,  they  consider 
the  matter  virtually  settled.  Harvard  College  siuinly 
asked  for  a  passageway  across  the  back  end  into  St. 
James  avenue,  which  the  trustees  of  the  libraiv  ace 
willing  to  grant,  because  they  want  tokeep  this  build- 
ing isolated  as  much  as  possible  from  surrounding 
buildings,  and  this  will  enable  them  to  do  so.  The 
college  faculty  are  willinu— we  have  not  had  it  offi 
cially  yet,  but  tbere  is  no  doubt  they  will  be  willing 
— that  the  passageway  should  be  closed.  If  it  is  de- 
sired, I  am  perfectly  willing  to  saddle  this  order  with 
a  proviso  that  the  rights  in  the  passageway  shall  be 
extinguished,  as  it  has  been  virtually  accomplished 
so  tar. 

Alderman  Curtis— Some  four  weeks  ago  this  docu- 
ment was  brought  in  here,  and  they  immediately  ran 
into  this  passageway,  and  a  motion  was  made  to  lay 
it  upon  the  table  on  account  of  the  passageway. 
Now,  sir,  this  having  laid  upon  the  table  four  weeks, 
to-day  we  are  told  uy  the  chairiuau  of  the  committee 
that  he  has  no  doubt  but  what  it  will  be  all  right.  Is 
there  a  gentleman  sitting  at  this  board  to-day,  it  he 
was  goim;  to  purchase  two  pieces  of  property,  and 
wanted  to  extinguish  the  rights  in  a  four-foot  pas- 
sageway directly  between  the  two,  would  he  pur- 
chase that  property  and  run  the  xisk  of  purchasina 
that  passageway  afterwards?  Not  one,  sir.  Now, 
sir,  why  have  not  that  committee  during  those  four 
weeks  got  a  bond  lor  a  need  relinquisuing  every  foot 
in  that  piece  of  property.  They  have  not  done  it  be- 
cause they  cannot  do  it.  Taat  is  the  reason  why. 
You  let  the  City  of  Boston  ouy  this  piece 
of  pioperty  and  you  cannot  buy  that  pas- 
sageway lor  forty  ttiousand  dollars.  The  peoDle 
who  own  a  fee  in  that  passageway  have  a  right 
from    one    end    to  the  other  and   you    cannot  cut 

them  off,  and  it  is  as  high  as  heaven  and  deep  a? . 

Now.  sir,  why  are  we  called  upon  here  to  buy  a  piece 
of  property  in  that  way?  If  we  must  votj  to  buy  a 
piece  of  property,  let  us  have  it  in  such  a  shape  that 
we  can  vote  for  it.  There  is  no  objection  to  that 
committee  getting  a  bond  for  that  property.  They 
have  had  plenty  of  time.  They  tell  us  there  is  no 
doubt  it  can  be  purchased.  Is  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men going  to  pass  that  order  on  auess  work?  I  hope 
there  will  be  men  enough  here  to  look  at  it  in  the 
same  light  that  I  do,  and  tfcat  it  can  be  passed  on  no 
such  ground.  I  therefore  move  that  it  be  referred 
back  to  the  committee,with  instructions  to  get  a  bond 
for  a  deed  from  every  person  who  abuts  on  that  pas- 
sageway. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  should  be  willing  to  vote  for 
the  order  to-day  if  it  is  amended  so  that  this  order 
for  $  150,00u  shall  extinguish  the  rights  of  the  owners 
in  that  passageway. 

Aldeiman  Whitten— I  am  perfectly  willius  to  ac- 
cept that  amendment,  because  it  wascoosidered  that 
the  appropriation  would  cover  it.  Before  the  mo- 
tion to  refer  is  put,  I  would  ask  the  Alderman  who 
made  it  if  he  will  vote  for  the  order  with  that  amend- 
ment. 

Alderman  Curtis— That  is  a  question  I  shall  answer 
when  it  comes  to  a  vote. 

Alderman  Whitten— This  matter  has  been  lying  a 
long  time  upon  the  table,  and  I  have  repeatedly 
spoken  to  Aldermen  in  regard  to  it.  It  is  getting 
late  in  the  season.  Some  nineteen  months  have 
elapsed  since  the  other  land  was  given  bv  the 
State- -nineteen  months  of  the  three  veais  in 
which  the  building  was  to  be  commenced.  Unless 
we  pass  the  order  this  year  it  will  go  over  to  another 
Citv  Governme it,  and  perhaps  the  same  difficulties 
that  have  arisen  tills  year  will  arise  then.  I  suppose 
every  Alderin  in  here  knows  whether  he  will  be  wil- 
ling to  vote  for  this  order  if  those  rights  are  to  be 
extinguished  before  the  order  becomes  operative.  I 
hope  the  motion  to  refer  will  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Curtis— We  are  brought  up,  as  I  have 
said  a  great  many  times  before,  witti  a  round  turn 
that  it  is  high  time  that  this  thing  is  passed;  that  this 
City  Government  is  going  out  and  a  new  one  coming- 
in,  and  we  are  in  a  great  hurry.  The  gentleman  tells 
us  he  has  had  nineteen  months  to  prepare  this  aDd 
see  that  that  passageway  is  clear.  Why  hasn't  1-e 
done  it? 

Alderman  Whitten— 1  did  not  say  anything  of  the 
kind. 

Alderman  Curtis— He  says  this  subject  has  been 


under  consideration  for  nineteen  months.  It  has 
been  here  one  year  lacking  one  month.  Why  hasn't 
he  seen  that  this  passageway  is  clear?  If  I  am  going 
to  do  business  for  the  City  of  Boston,  I  want  to  do 
it  as  I  do  my  own.  That'is  the  reason  I  object  to 
this  order  going  through  in  this  way.  When  I  vote 
I  want  to  vote  understandingiy.  I  cannot  see  any 
ueed  of  being  in  such  a  terrible  hurrv.  No  plans 
are  drawn  for  a  public  library,  and  will  not  be  for 
six  months  to  come  Why  should  we  be  in  such  a 
hurry  to  push  it  through?  Let  us  wait  and  get 
things  right.  When  you  get  things  right,  I  am  will- 
ing to  vote  for  them  as  nuicti  as  .in-,  man.  I  am  not 
willing  to  vote  for  any  orders  unless  they  can  go 
through  in  a  business-like  manner. 

Alderman  Whitten — Of  course  the  Alderman  does 
not  intend  to  state  things  incorrectly.  I  did  not  say 
I  had  been  tryinir  to  get  this  through  for  nineteen 
months.  I  intended  to  say  that  nineteen  months  had 
elapsed  since  the  State  donated  this  piece  of  land 
down  there,  which  the  City  Architect  thinks,  and  I 
think  we  will  all  agree  it  "is  inadequate  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  given,  and  by  purchasing  this 
land,  we  shall  have  just  what  is  wanted.  If  the  Al- 
derman had  said  he  should  vote  for  this  it  it  was  put 
in  proper  shape,  there  might  be  some  reason  for 
putting  it  over.  I  hope  the  proviso  will  be  put  in 
tor  the  rights  to  be  extinguished,  and  we  shall  pass 
the  order  to-day. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis  to  refer  with  in- 
structions was  lost. 

On'motion  of  Alderman  Hersey  the  order  for  the 
purchase  of  the  land  was  amended  by  adding  the 
words: 

"Provided,  that  said  sum  shall  include  the  pur- 
chase of  all  rights,  if  any  exist,  in  the  passagew<»v 
between  the  lots  on  Dartmouth  street." 

As  amended  the  orders  were  passed,  jeas  11,  nays 
0.    Sent  down. 

HIGH  SERVICE. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Water: 

Reports  from  Committee  on  Water,  on  the  request 
of  the  Water  Board  for  an  appropriation  of  $743,600 
for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  high  service  sys- 
tem: 

Majority  report,  recommending  that  the  request  be 
granted,  and  the  required  appropriation  be  pro- 
vided. Also  recommending  the  passage  of  an  order — 
That  Chapter  129  of  the  Acts  of  1881  be  and  tue  same 
is  hereby  accepted  by  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

Minority  report,  signed  by  Councilman  Rosnosky, 
dissenting  from  the  recommendations  of  the  major- 
ity, being  of  opinion  that  no  action  upon  the  matter 
is  necessary  at  the  present  time. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Caldwell,  to  th? 
Committee  on  Finance. 

WATER  FROM  SHAWSHINE  RIVER. 

Alderman  Caldwell  presented  the  following: 

Boston  Water  Board   Office,  i 
November  28,  1881.         I 
To  the  City  Council. 

The  City  Council,  haviDg  failed  to  obtain  from  the 
last  legislature  the  right  to  taKe  the  waters  of  the 
Shpwshiue  river,  the  Water  Board  desire  to  again 
call  the  attention  of  the  City  Council  to  the  necessi- 
ty of  securing  tDis  right,  and  (as  stated  in  their 
communication  to  the  City  Council  of  February 
7th,  1881)  "looking  forward  to  the  continaency  of  a 
supply  from  the  Shawshine  being  a  necessity  for  the 
City  of  Boston  to  have  as  a  supolement  to  the  Mystic- 
supply,"  they  would  respectfully  recommend  that 
the  Mayor  be  authorized  to  again  petition  the  legis- 
lature for  said  right.  Tbey  would  also  ask  thb.t  the 
Mayor  be  authorized  to  Detition  the  legislature  for  a 
modification  of  the  Act "  approved  M9y  13,  1S81,  re- 
quiring the  city  to  abate  a  nuisance  in  Mystic  lowtr 
pond,  etc.  J  5oston  Water  Board, 

Bv  Leonard  R.  Cutter,  Chairman . 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Water. 

PROTECTION  OF  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Alderman  Caldwell  offered  the  followiug: 
Ordered,  That  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition 
the  next  legislature  for  the  pass  ge  of  an  act  grant- 
ing autnonty  to  the  City  of  Boston  to  take  land  and 
rights  necessary  to  the  protection  of  the  purity  and 
completion  of  its  water  supply. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Water,  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Hersey. 

EVENING  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  to  whom  was 

referred  the  accompanying  order  in  regard  to  rooms 

for  an  Evening  High  school,  beg  leave  to  report  as 
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lollowe:  The  committee  received  and  considered  the 
application  ol  the  School  Committee  for  rooms  in 
the  new  High  and  L«tin  school  Building,  it  being 
understood  that  tbe  expense  of  ntt  ng  un  the  rooms 
was  mainly  in  putting  in  gas  pipes.  On  Sept.  15th 
an  order  was  introduced  in  the  t  ity  Council  assiug 
for  the  money  necessary  to  perfoim  tbe  work.  Tbe 
Common  Council  refused  to  suspend  tbe  rule,  and 
the  order  to  tbe  Finance  Committee.  On  Sept. 
_'mb  tlii i.  committee  renorted  in  favor  ol  granting 
the  money,  but  it  was  laic!  on  the  table,  and  the  snb- 
ject  in  a  new  form  was  sent  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Instruction.  The  latter  commit- 
tee reported  tbe  accompanying  order,  which 
thi  Council  passed,  but  'which  tbe  Board 
of  Aldermen  has  referred  to  us.  Your  committee 
would  now  say  that  they  have  no  opinion  t»  offer  on 
this  order.  It  is  an  order  for  tlie  committee  to  bt 
up  and  otter  the  Harrison-avenue  schoolhouse,  now 
unoccupied,  to  the  School  Committee.  Jf  the  City 
Council  pass  tbe  order,  this  committee  will  comply. 
The  expense  will  be  tririing,  as  the  building  wa>  used 
tor  this  purpose  last  year.  Your  ommittee  lias  no 
wish  to  express  an  opinion  on  tue  expediency  of 
■i>ing  tins  building,  and  in  case  the  School  Commit 
tec  ceciine  to  accept  it,  the  City  Government  will 
have  -till  to  decide  whether  or  not  they  will  put  tbe 
gas-pipes  in  the  new  High  ami  Latin  scuool  building. 
Your  committee  respectfully  suggest  that  tbe  order 
he  considered  anil  acied  upon  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men in  its  present  form,  this  being  perhaps  the  most 
expeditions  method  of  obtaining  the  accommodation 
lor  the  Evening  High  school. 

Fur  the  Committee, 

William  Woolley, 

Chairman. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  came 
upon  Hit-  passage  iu  concurrence  of  the  following 
order: 

Ordered.  Thai  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
he  instructed  to  lit  up  for  use  a-  an  Evening  Hifffa 
school  the  baildmg  on  Harrison  avenue  formerly 
i  that  purpuse,  and  that  the  same  be  ten- 
dered to  tin-  School  Committee  lor  use  in  that  man- 
ner. 

Alderm  in  Haldeman— 1  hope  that  order  will  not 
pass.  After  what  we  have  heard  here  on  the  same 
subject  and  alter  the  correspondence  and  comments 
in  me  public  prints,  I  think  it  is  about  time  that  the 
City  Council  should  make  a  stand  against  the  School 
t  ommittee  management.  We  criticised  very  vicious- 
ly. 1  way  say,  theacts  of  the  Cily  Architect,  because 
he  won!  1  erect  such  a  building  as  our  Hiub  school 
and  allow  some  twenty  or  thirty  rooms  wnliout  any 
facilities  for  lighting  tiiem,  f  rthe  purpose  ol  shutting 
out  the  night  schools.  \  very  savage  onslaught  was 
made  upon  the  Cily  Architect  by  Wendell  Phi  Hips,  on 
the  same  subject  oi  this  scnoolhouse  being  too  niceto 
use.  when  it  came  out  publicly  for  the  Bret  time  that 
the  City  Architect  was  not  responsible  for  that  act. 
We  knew  it  unofficially  here  but  the  public  did  not 
know  that  tbe  City  Architect  wis  simply  obey- 
)ng  the  orders  of  the  School  Committee,  and 
was  forbidden  to  put  gas-pipes  in  that  building.  It  is 
very  well  for  them  to  come  in  and  say  it  will  destroy 
the  floors  and  ceilings  to  drill  holes  Ihrough  them, 
and  that  it  will  be  costly.  Why  did  ii"t  tin  y  know 
tha.  at  tbe  time?  It  looks  as  if  it  was  done  purpose- 
ly. They  did  not  want  the  poorer  class  of  our  citi- 
zens— those  who  cannot  attend  schools  in  'he  day- 
time—to  have  facilities  for  doing  so  at  night. 
It  was  purposely  done  to  keep  those  young 
men  and  women  away  from  a  scnoolhou-e 
I  hat  is  too  nice  lor  them  to  use.  1'his  lif- 
ting up  of  an  old  schoolhouse  is  insufficient.  Il  is 
not  large  euuugb  and  not  iu  ibe  right  place.  I  hope 
we  will  make  a  staud  and  insi  C  upon  this  grent 
schoolhouse.  which  we  have  built  at  such  a  giear  en> 
nenditure.  of  which  we  boast  so  much  that  it  is  the 
thirst  iu  this  country,  that  siaiid>  to-dut  too  good 
to  be  used,  too  handsome  to  be  occupied,  that 
Done  tral  tne  gilt-edged  young  children  wi'l  be  al- 
lowed to  go  in  there — I  hope  ic  will  no  used  for  the 
beneht  of  the  people.  If  we  are  to  educate  our 
people,  we  want  to  begin  at  tbe  bottom.  Those  who 
require  education  the  most  are  the  ones  that  will 
•onie  there  at  night.  I  think  this  School  Committee 
should  be  snubbed  pretty  thoroughly,  particularly 
by  this  board.  Tuey  have  run  things  with  a  very 
high  hand, and  no  one  seems  willing  to  make  any 
to  check  them.  1  hope  we  will  not  concur 
with  the  Council. 

\khruiau  Whitten— I  fully  concur  with    what   the 

Alderman  has  said,  that  tlie  City  Architect  is  not  re- 

le   for  not  having  the  gas-pipes  there.     Btll 

the  maiter  belore   us   now    is  something  we  have  got 

to  meet  at  once.    Tbe  fault  found  in  the  ne» 


is  because  there  is  so  much  delay.  If  we  do  what  the 
Alderman  says,  there  will  be  more  delay — at  least 
two  oi  three  weeks.  As  this  other  Imddiug  is  good 
enough  for  anybody,  1  do  not  see  why  we  should  not 
take  it  and  uue  it  at  once.  Tbe  location  isasn.  aras  tne 
other,  1  presume,  and  will  suit  as  many  as  the  High 
and  Latin  school  building  will.  1  think  we  had  bet- 
ter pass  the  order,  as  we  shall  lose  time  by  not  doing 
so. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  think  that  is  a  flimsy  pre- 
text.   The  gas-pipes  can  be  nut  in  iu  a  week. 

Alderman  Vile — What  will  he  the  expense  of 
lilting  up  the  Harrison-avenue  schoolhouse  for  use? 

The  Chairman — I  asked  that  question  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Buildings,  and  be  said  nfty 
dollars.  It  is  to  he  offered  io  the  School  Committee 
only  as  a  temnorary  expedient. 

Alderman  Viies— Is  there  time  to  put  the  High 
school  building  in  readiness  for  use  this  winter? 

Alderman  Woolley — It  I  understood  theCity  Arch- 
itect aright,  it  will  take  two  or  three  w<:eks.  The 
furniture  at  the  Harrison  avenue  schoolhouse  is 
there  and  can  be  put  in  at  once;  but  the  furniture 
for  the  Hiah  school  will  have  to  he  taken  from  other 
schoolhouses  where  it  is  stored,  and,  together  with 
the  time  taken  to  put  in  the  pipes,  it.  will  require 
three  or  four  weeks. "  I  do  not  wish  to  waste  any 
lime  by  any  controversy  in  regard  towho  is  to  blame 
for  not  having  the  gas  pipes  in  tbe  English  High 
scLooi  building.  It  has  been  clearly  shown  thai,  it 
is  not  the  fault  of  the  City  Architect  or  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings.  It  is  tbe  fault  of  the  School 
Committee.  It  is  so  in  the  (iraniniar  schools. 
We  are  building  a  large  Grammar  school,  and 
no  pipe  is  contemplated  and  none  ordered. 
The  matter  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
School  Committee.  It  seems  to  me  the  best 
way  to  get  over  this  difficulty  is  to  tit  up 
the  Harrison-avenue  schoolhouse,  and  tender  it  to 
the  s.hool  Committee  for  ar  Evening  High  School. 
It  they  do  not  see  fit  to  use  it,  they  can  take  some 
other  course.  Tbe  Srhool  Committee  themselves  art 
divided  in  regard  to  using  this  High  sehool  ouilding 
for  this  purpose.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  and 
tbe  minus  of  the  committee,  that  this  schoolhouse  on 
Harrison  avenue  will  answer  all  purposes 

Aldei  man  Curtis— I  am  somewhat  surprised  that  it 
is  going  to  take  tour  weeks  to  put  in  the  gas-pipes. 
1  uid  not  suppose  that  this  board  or  any  one  else  con- 
templated fitiing  up  tbe  wbole  High  school  building 
with  gas  pipes,  ^owlwill  guarantee,  as  little  as  I 
know  about  Htting  gas-pipes,  to  put  the  gas-pipes  and 
inrniture  all  in  in  lour  days  that  will  he  necessary 
for  this  purpose.  It  is  only  for  a  few  scholars  going- 
there  in  the  evening.  It  is  not  going  to  n't  up  the 
who  e  bouse.  Any  one  can  see  bow  easy  it  is  to 
run  tne  pipes  up  the  walls  and  put  in  the  gas  fix- 
tures, and  that  the  furniture  can  be  put  in. 

Alderman  Haldeman — It  is  not  so  much  a  question 
of  ume  as  a  question  of  principle  that  I  am  standing 
lor.  It  is  pos-ible  they  can  get  along  with  this  build- 
ing on  Harrison  avenue.  It  is  said  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  use  the  other  building  for  this  purpose. 
The  question  is  whether  this  High  sehool  building  is 
ioo  good  to  use  or  not;  whether  it  is  simply  for  orna- 
ment to  boast  of,  or  for  othei  purposes.'  It  is  no- 
torious that  twenty  or  thirty  rooms  are  there  unoc- 
cupied for  want  of  lights,  and  there  are  plenty  of 
pupils  to  fill  them.  The  determination  is  not  to  al- 
low night  schools  in  that  building,  and  1  insist 
that  :hey  shall  go  there.  Whether  it  takss  four 
days  or  four  weeks,  I  think  we  should  com- 
mence now  and  establish  the  fact  that  that  build- 
ing is  to  he  used  at  night  for  evening  schools. 
Wnen  this  building  was  erected  lor  the  great  pur- 
nose  of  educating  our  children,  it  should  uol  he  left 
vacant.  1  think  it  ij  time  for  us  to  say  that  our  chil- 
dien  shall  go  into  that  schoolhouse  both  night  and 
day.  This  talk  about  its  taking  large  sums  id  mos.4] 
for  pipe  is  all  a  fiction.  I  have  no  doubt  they  can 
take  a  r.r:..-.t  deal  cf  JJjas  and  spend  large  runs  -  f 
money,  but  il,  should  not  be  our  faint  if  there  i  net 
d  lay. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  have  no  doubt  they  can  nut  in 
temporary  gas-pipes  and  make  it  answer  ihe  purpose. 
But  if  tbe  High  school  building  is  to  be  used  for 
Evening  High  schools  it  seems  to  me  we  had  better 
lit  it  up  permanently.  No  pipes  .-an  be  put  in  there 
in  tour  days  in  a  manner  that  will  be  creditable  to 
tbe  city  or  the  architect.  Stone  and  iron  have  to  be 
dealt  with, and  it  is  no  easy  job.  It  ,t  is  for  a  tempo- 
rary purpose,  it  seems  to  me  the  School  Board  ought 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  Harrison-avenue  building. 
It  can  be  re.dily  occupied,  and  we  can  then  fight 
•  mt  this  matter  at  our  leisure.  1  think  we  bad  better 
lake  lime  and  do  the  lighting  of  the  High  s.'hool 
building  properly  when  we  do  it,  and  that  we  bad 
I   nder  this   Harrison-avenue  schoolhouse  to 
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the   School   Con  mii.tee  for  temporary  accommoda- 
tions tor  the  livening'  High  school. 

Alderman  Woolley— That  is  the  idea  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings,  that  they  should  tender 
this  Harrison-avenue  schoolhouse  foi  this  purpose, as 
they  can  have  it  ready m  twenty  four  hours,  and  then 
we  can  decide  whether  the  High  school  bnildiug 
should  be  piped.  The  City  Architect  says  it  will  take 
some  time  to  fix  ihe  High  school  building".  I  have 
no  doubt  the  gentleman  on  my  righ;,  if  he  had  the 
time  and  the  opportunity,  would  do  it  in  four  days. 
He  has  a  faculty  for  doing  things  in  a  short  time,  or  at 
least  of  saying  he  can  do  it,  and  I  wish  ho  had  au  oppor- 
tunity to  trj  it.  But  laying  that  aside,  1  think  it  is 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  School  Committee,  the 
pupils  and  all  concerned,  that  we  lit  up  this  Harri- 
son-avenue s^noolhouse  immediately. 

Alderman  Haldewiu — If  we  do  as  the  Alderman 
desires,  I  guarantee  that  nothing  more  will  be  done 
about  piping  the  High  school  building.  It  is  merely 
a  dilatory  process.  The  School  Committee  do  not 
wane  those  scholars  to  go  into  that  buildiug.  I 
think  the  quicker  we  make  a  stand  and  force  the 
issue  the  better. 

Alderman  Slade— I  want  to  say  i>  word  in  regard 
to  piping  that  house.  I  wis  chairman  of  the.  com- 
mittee all  the  time  that  building  was  being  erected, 
and  know  us  much  about  it  probably  as  any  ether 
person  does.  Eve-y  rnoui  it;  that  house  is  partitioned 
with  a  solid  brick  wall  sixteen  to  twenty  inches 
thick,  the  floors  are  all  stone,  and  iron,  arm  the 
building  is  virtually  fireproof,  and  is  well 
finished.  Now,  for  a  man  to  undertake  to  pipe 
that  house  in  one,  two  or  three  weeks,  is  perfectly 
ridiculous. 

Alderman  Curtis — It  the  gentleman  will  give  way — 
1  merely  said  I  would  guarantee  to  pipe  what  is 
wanted  for  an  Evening  H  gh  school.  I  did  not  intend 
to  say  I  would  pipe  the  whole  house. 

Alderman  Slade— It  is  considerai  le  of  au  item  to 
go  into  that  h<  use.  The  schools  are  there  now,  and 
it  will  make  considerable  dht.  I  think  it  would  be 
folly  to  unnertake  it  now.  Fnough  has  beeu  said  of 
the  architect,  but  I  do  know  that  the  School  Com- 
mittee and  the  masters  were  oppose'!  to  putting  in 
gas.  There  wa<  no  gas  in  any  schoolhouse  at  that 
time.  15  was  no  fault  of  the  City  Architect  or  the 
City  Council. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Alderman 
Woolley  moved  to  recon-ider.    Lost. 

Later  in  the  session  Alderman  Haldemau  ottered 
an  order — That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
be  instructed  to  put  in  gas  pipes,  tor  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  Evening  High  school,  in  the  new  Eng- 
lish High  school  building,  the  expense  not  to  exceed 
$3500,  lo  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  schools 
aud  sohoolhouses.  Referred,  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Slade,  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  In- 
struction. 

BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Bridges  certifying  that  the  following- 
named  persons  have  beeu  duly  appointed  Assistant 
Superintendents  of  Bridges,  and  the  appoiulinents 
approved  b.v  said  committee: 

Congress-street  bridge— Uscar  K.  Lidback,  Cor- 
nelius J.  Callahan,  Timothy  A.  Harkins,  Hugh 
Foley. 

Mt.  Washington-avenue  bridge — Timothy  Heaphy, 
John  Kitts,  Edmoud  O'Duutiell. 

Federal-street  bridge— William  H.  Morrison,  Wil- 
liam O.  Ediott,  George  C.  Couant. 

Broadway  bridge— Michael  O'Boyen,  James  Mona- 
han,  William  H.  Barker. 

Dover- street  oridge— William  Nelson,  Horatio 
Nelsou,  James  A.  Hovt. 

Charles-river  bridge— John  C.  Bolan,  William  J. 
Alcorn,  James  Bolan. 

Warren  bridge— George  S.Bradford,  George  W. 
Harris,  William  H.  Dennis 

Chelsea  (North)  bridge — Martin  J.  Griffin. 

Chelsea  (South)  bridge— John  J.  McCabe,  Thomas 
Williams. 

Maiden  bridge— Hugh  McNerlin. 

Accepted. 

REPORTS  OF  BIRTHS. 
Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following: 
The  Commitvee  on  Ordinances,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  order  requesting  tiie  Mayor  to  petition  for 
an  amendment  to  chapter  33  of  the  acts  of  1880,  so  as 
to  make  it  apply  to  Boston,  having  considered  the 
subject,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  iollowing  report: 

The  statute  makes  it  the  duty  of  physicians  and 
midwives  in  every  city  and  town  excepting  Bostou, 
to  report  monthly  a  list  of  the  births  of  all  children 
at  which  such  physicians  and  midwives  were  present. 
The  method  of  obtaining  these  returns  in  Boston  is  by 


house-to-house  visits,  made  annually  by  canvassers 
especially  employed  for  the  purpose.  It' is  believed 
that  better  results  are  obtained  by  this  method  than 
by  any  other.  The  percentage  of  births  recorded  is 
found  to  be  much  greater  m  Boston  than  in  cities 
where  the  returns  are  made  by  physicians,  aud  it  is 
the  opinion  of  tnose  versed  in  vital  statistics  that  the 
method  pursued  here  is  much  the  more  reliable  of 
the  two.  It,  therefore,  seems  inexpedient  to  aban- 
don it  for  0113  which  has  been  found  to  be  unsatis- 
factory. Neither  would  it  be  expedient  to  adopt  it 
in  connection  with  the  method,  for  it  is  believed  ttiat 
the  duplication  of  returns  would  lead  to  confusion 
and  involve  a  great  deal  of  extra  labor  without  giv- 
ing any  bettPr  results. 

The  committee  are  therefore  of  the  opinion  that 
the  order  ought  not  to  pass. 

For  the  committee. 

C.  H.  B.  Breck,  Chairman. 
Minority    Report. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  dissent  from  the 
foregoing  report,  and  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
order  which  was  referred  to  the  committee.  With- 
out underrating  the  value  of  the  system  pursued  in 
thb  city,  they  believe,  that  at  tiie  best,  the  registra- 
tion ot  births  is  imperfect  under  any  method  now  in 
use.  The  perce»tagestbatare  quoted  to  prove  the  supe- 
riori  y  of  one  plan  over  another  really  prove  very 
little,  because  they  are  merely  estimates.  The  true 
course  would  seem  to  be  to  use  different  methods, 
testing  one  by  another,  instead  of  persisting  in 
tne  u.-e  of  one  alone.  The  returns  requned  by  the 
statute  in  qutstiou  may  be  found  valua;  le  in  testing 
trie  accu  acy  of  those  made  by  canvassers,  and  the 
two  together  may  lead  to  better  results  than  have 
been  obtained  by  either  method  alone.  At  all  events 
it  is  worth  trying,  especially  as  the  proposed  legisla- 
tion places  no  additional  responsibility  or  expense 
upon  the  city.  It  is  of  course  understood  that  the 
representatives  of  the  city  would  al30  ask  for  any 
improvements  in  the  general  law,  now  in  force  in 
other  parts  of  the  State,  which  experience  in  Boston 
may  prove  to  be  desirable. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  H.  Whitmore, 
.  Geo.  L.  Huntress. 

The  majority  report  was  accepted.    Sent  down. 
CITY  GREENHOUSE. 

Aldermau  BrecK  offered  an  order — Th?.t  the  sev- 
eral parcels  of  land  owned  by  Hie  city  on  Albany 
street,  between  Stoughton  street  and  East  Newton 
street,  containing  103,920  square  feet,  be  placed  in 
charge  of  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Common 
aud  Public  Grounds,  to  be  occupied  by  a  greenhouse 
for  the  use  ot  the  city.    Passed.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  an  order — That  a  special 
appropriation  of  $10,000  be  provided,  to  be  expended 
by  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Common  and 
Public  Grounds  in  building  i  greenhouse  tor  the  use 
of  the  city.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 
BILL  ALLOWED. 

Alderman  Whitten  offered  an  order— That  the  Au- 
ditor of  Accounts  allow  for  payment  the  bill  of  H. 
D.  Parker  &  Co.,  dated  Nov.  7th,  amounting  to 
$116.35,  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  contingent 
fund,  Board  of  Aldermen.  Passed. 
COMMISSIONS. 

Alderman  Curtis  submitted  the  following  (City 
Doc.  146). 

[Document  146—1881.] 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,     i 
November  28, 188J. J 

The  Joint  Special  Committee,  who  were  directed 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  carrying  on  depart- 
ments of  the  City  Government,  by  means  of  commis- 
sions, e'e, and,  also,  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
abolishing  the  tire,  police,  health,  water,  street  and 
park  commissions,  aud  establishing  in  place  thereof, 
not  exceediug  two  boards  of  commissioners,  etc.. 
and  to  whom  were  referred  the  order  to  abolish  the 
tire  commission,  and  also  several  petitions  aud  re- 
monstrances against  the  abolition  of  said  commis- 
sion, having  considered  the  several  subjects,  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  report: 

The  committee  gave  several  hearings  lo  the  officers 
of  the  departments  interested,  and  submit  herewith 
a  stenographic  report  of  said  hearings.  It  will  be 
noticed  that  while  there  is  some  difference  of 
opinion  on  the.  subject,  the  testimony,  on  the  whole, 
as  might  be  expected,  is  in  favor  of  the  system  of 
commissions. 

The  committee  are  not  prepared  to  recommend  the 
radical  changes  contemplated  by  some  of  the  orders 
which  were  referred  to  them".  Improvements  are 
needed  in  the  system,  but  they  can  be.  made  by 
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amending  better  than  by  overturning!:  it.  Genertlly 
speaking,  each  i  f  tlie  Boards  of  Commissioners  ap- 
pears to  have  performed  its  special  work  in  a  satis- 
factory manner;  and,  although  there  have  been  in- 
stances whce  some  have  failed  t.i  act  with  thai 
promptitude  and  zeal  which  the  public  had  the  right 
to  expect  of  them,  their  shortcomings  were  sins  of 
omission  rather  thaii  of  commission. 

The  system  of  administering  the  business  of  the 
city  bj  uit-aus  of  commissions  was  sucr  a  radical 
change  in  the  method  that  had  prevailed  over  since 
the  adoption  of  the  lirst  city  charter,  it  co'ild  not  be 
expected  that  the  tirst  plan  adopted  would  be  per- 
fect, or  that  some  mi-lakes  would  not  be  made.  It 
would  take  lime  to  develop  the  imperfections,  a? 
well  as  to  show  the  benefits,  of  a  system  winch  deals 
with  interests  so  vast  and  complex  as  those  which 
relate  to  the  government  of  a  great  city.  The  sys- 
tem has  now  had  a  fair  trial,  extending  over  a  num- 
ber of  years;  and  it  is  believed  that  any  changes 
which  ml)  be  suegestea,  after  an  impartial  examin- 
ation into  the  working  of  the  several  departments, 
will  be  found  to  be  warrauted  by  the  results  of  the 
experiment,  and  not  made  merely  for  the  desire  for 
novelty,  or  from  any  bias  in  tavor  of  otuer  methods. 

Considering  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
system  of  commissions  originated,  it  would  be 
strange,  indeed,  il  there  were  not  some  weak  points 
in  tne  plan. 

bach  of'the  present  boards  ows  its  origin  to  some 
real  or  fancied  emergency  that  gave  rise  to  a  demand 
for  a  change  in  lhe  administration  of  the  depart- 
ment,—as,  lor  instance,  the  Board  of  Health  was  the 
outcome  of  the  small-pox  epidemic  of  1872;  the  Fire 
Commission  owes  its  creation  to  the  great  hre  of  the 
name  year,  ami  so  on  ft  was  claimed  that  the  busi- 
ness of  the  departments  had  become  so  great  as  to 
require  more  attention  than  could  be  expected  from 
members  of  the  City  Council,  with  all  their  other 
duties;  that  placing  departments  under  commission- 
ers would  secure  a  continuity  of  plan  and  purpose 
which  it  was  impossible  to  have  under  a  committee 
whose  membership  was  liable  ti  change  every  year; 
and  that  commissioners  would  be  held  to  a  degree  of 
respon.-ibilit\ ,  which  does  not  attach  to  members  of 
the  City  Council.  Why,  with  proper  legislation,  all, 
or  the  mosl  of  this,  could  nothavebe  uaccomplished 
under  a  committee  system  is  not  clear;  but  it  is  a 
fact  that  no  committee  ever  possessed  the.  power  now 
enjoyed  by  some  of  the  commissioners,  and  an  at- 
tempt to  invest  a  committee  with  such  power  would 
have  been,  and  would  Oe  now,  strenuously  resisted. 
When,  therefore,  the  management  of  a  department 
by  a  commission  is  contrasted  with  its  management 
by  a  committee,  it  should  be  remembered  that  the 
committee  were  powerless  to  effect  many  of  the 
changes  and  improvements  which  are  taken  to  be  the 
best  evidence  ot  the  superiority  of  commissioners. 

The  committee  are  impressed  with  the  fact  that  the 
most  important  departments  of  the  City  Government 
are  now  satisfactorily  managed  by  committees.  They 
have  vet  to  learn  that  the  commissioners  devote  any 
more  time  to  the  Bervice  of  the  city  than  is  giveu 
gratuitously  by  members  ot  the  City  Council,  or  that 
the  duty  is  performed  more  ably  or  conscientiously. 

The  committee  also  fail  to  hud  that  anything  is 
gained  iu  point  of  experience,  for,  on  contrastiug 
the  length  of  the  term  of  service  ot  the  present 
Health,  Fire,  Water  and  Police  Commissioners, 
twelve  in  number,  with  that  of  the  members  of  the 
present  Board  of  Aldermen,  it  is  found  that  the 
average  term  of  a  commissioner  is  three  and  two- 
twelths  years,  while  that  of  an  alderman  is  three  and 
one-twelfths  years;  the  difference  is  certainly  not 
very  much  in  favor  of  th«  former. 

It  does  pot  follow  ,  however,  because  a  system  does 
not  in  all  respects  fulhl  what  was  expected  of  it,  that 
it  would  be  either  wise  or  reasonable  tocoudemnit 
altogether;  the  true  course  is  to  point  out  its  imper- 
fections and  seek  a  remedy  for  them. 

The  committee  believe  that  the  principal  objec- 
tions to  commissions  as  at  present  organized  are, 
tirst.  the  unnecessary  number  of  commissioners;  and, 
second,  their  Irresponsibility. 

The  number  01  commissioners  on  each  board  was 
no  doubt  fixed  at  three  because  of  the  strong  objec- 
tion to  one'  man  power  in  the  Citv  Government. 

One  of  the  arguments  against  the  formation  of 
commissions  consisting  of  three  members  was  that 
too  much  power  was  placed  in  tne  bauds  of  a  few 
men.  affording  an  opportunity  for  the  use  of  patron- 
age! I"  a"  improper  manner.  It  does  not  appear. 
however,  that  tne  fears  of  the  opponents  to  commis- 
sions have  in  this  respect  been  realized. 

ft  was  believed  that  the  reorganization  of  the  de- 
partment, which  followed  'he  formation  of  each 
commission,  would  give  rise  to  many  delicate  and 
important  questions,  the  decision  of  which  should  not 


be  entrusted  to  any  one  person,  ft  is  also  true  that 
the  labor  of  reorganizing  a  department,  as  extensive 
as  tin'  Fire  Department  for  instance,  was  a  burden 
too  great  to  be  placed  upon  a  single  person.  These 
considerations,  however,  have  no  weigut  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  Che  work  of  reorganization  being  com- 
plete I  the  departments  have  only  their  routine  work 
to  perform.  The  three  commissioners  have  no  more 
work  to  do  than  is  performeo  by  many  of  the  super- 
intendents of  other  departments,  and  no  more  than 
one  capable  man  sLould  be  abundant  y  able  tojer- 
torm,  so  that  the  city  is.payingabout  $30,001)  per  year 
for  services  which  are  ho1  needed.  The  committee, 
therefore,  see  no  reason  why  the  departments  should 
not  be  managed  as  efficiently  by  oue  commissioner  as 
by  three. 

The  manner  ot  appointing  commissioners  was  de- 
vised with  a  view  of  insuring  permanence  iu  office, 
aud  also  of  placing  a  certain  amount  of  responsibil- 
ity upon  the  Mayor,  by  giving  him  the  selection,  in 
the  tirst  instance,  of  the  officers.  The  plan  has  failed 
so  far  as  continuity  of  service  is  concerned,  as  has 
been  already  stated,  and  it  is  questionable  whether 
it  has  succetded  iu  other  respects. 

SVhe.i  the  Mayor  appoints  an  orncer  the  City  Couu- 
cil  confirms,  as  a  matter  of  course;  the  rejection  of 
an  appointee  would  be  a  rare  occurrence.  Hence 
there  is  a  division  of  responsibility;  neither  party 
can  be  held  to  a  strict  accountability  for  the  commis- 
sioner, while  the  commissioner  is  to  a  great  extent 
independent  ot  both.  The  public  have  an  oppor- 
tunity every  year  ot  expressing  an  opinion  upon 
the  merits  of  their  servants  in  the  City  Council; 
the  beads  of  departments  have  to  pass  an  annual 
examination,  so  to  speak,  of  their  qualifications 
for  office;  but  the  oommissioner,  appointed  for  a 
term  of  years;  is  not  held  up  to  the  performance  ot 
duty  by  anything  except  his  personal  .-ense  of  honor, 
and  lhe  dislike  of  criticism.  He  may  be  removed  tor 
cause,  it  is  true;  but  the  power  of  removal  would 
probably  not  be  exercised  except  in  a  very  liagraut 
case  of  official  misconduct.  The  commissioners  are, 
therefoie,  not  responsible  to  the  Mayor  who  ap- 
points, or  the  Ciy  Council  that  confirms,  them;  but 
clothed  by  stitute  or  ordinance  with  powers  and 
privileges  beyond  those  of  other  city  officers  they 
ate,  so  far  as  tne  administration  of  their  depart- 
ments are  concerned,  exempted  from  control. 

This  state  of  things  often  aives  rise  to  unfriendly, 
and  sometimes  unjust  criticisms  of  the  several 
boards,  which  must  certainly  disturb  the  harmoni- 
ous 'vorkings  of  the  department  interested. 

liVse  objections  could  bj  removed  by  reducing 
the  number  of  commissioners,  and  changing  the 
mode  of  appointment. 

As  before  stated,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  de- 
partnents  could  not  be  managed  by  one  commis- 
sioner, excepting  the  strong  and  well-founded  objec- 
tion to  placing  so  much  power  in  the  hands  of  one 
man.  The  moce  of  appointment  could  be  changed 
without  difficulty,  whether  there  are  one  or  three 
commissioners;  but,!  if  the  plan  is  to  be  altered,  in 
one  resepct  it  is  desirable,  at  the  same  time,  to  make 
such  other  amendments  as  may  be  deemed  necessa- 
ry, avoiding  trequeut  changes  of  the  laws  and  ordi- 
nances. 

With  the  above-stated  injections  removed,  the 
committee  believe  it  expedient  to  continue  the  man- 
agement of  the  departments  by  means  of  commis- 
sioners. 

Thecmimittee  have  now  to  suomit  a  plan  for  re- 
organizing the  departments  at  present  under  com- 
missioners, which,  in  their  opinion,  will  overcome 
the  objections  to  the  present  system,  and  which,  it 
found  to  work  satisfactorily,  cau  be  read  ly  applied 
toother  departments.  They  propose  that  each  de- 
partment shall  be  governed  by  a  Inard  of  three 
commissioners,  one  to  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor  and 
one  to  be  elected  from  each  branch  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil. The  commissioner  appointed  by  the  Mayor  will 
serve  until  removed  by  the  Mayor.  He  will  give 
liis  whole  time  to  the  duties  of  the  office,  an  I  will 
be  paid  for  bis  services.  The  commissioners  elected 
by  the  City  Counc;!  will  serve  for  the  year  in  which 
they  are  elected,  v.nless  sooner  removed.  The  powers 
of  the  commissioners  are  not  changed  excenting  that 
their  control  over  expenditures,  now  practically  un 
restricted,  is  reasonably  limited. 

The  advantages  of  this  change  in  the  system  are, 
briefly,  these:  1.  The  responsibility  for  the  perma- 
nent commissioner  is  placed  upon  the  Mayor.  This 
will  meet  the  views  of  those  who  are  in  favor  of  giv- 
ing the  executive  more  power  in  the  choice  of  city 
officers.  2.  Permanence  in  office  is  secured  in  the 
person  of  one  commissioner.  Changes  would  he  less 
lrequent,  and  the  probability  of  always  haying  one 
experienced  person  on  the  board  would  be  ureater 
than  at  present.    3.  Each  department  would  have  its 
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representative  on  the  floor  of  eaeu  branch  of  the 
Oty.Council  to  explain  its  wants  and  look  after  its 
interests. 

The  plan  is  based  somewhat  upon  the  system  un- 
der which  the  City  Hospital  and  Public  Library  are 
managed;  but  tbe  number  of  commissioners  is  less, 
and  one  receives  a  salary,  which  is  not  the  case  in 
either  of  those  institutions.  The  committee  are  of 
the  opinion  that  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  have 
the  departments  now  under  consideration  managed 
by  boards  of  unpaid  commissioners.  It  is  rjrobable 
that  citizens  could  be  found  who  would  accept  the 
positions;  but  there  are  very  few  pel  sons  who  would 
be  willing  or  able  to  give  the  amount  of  time  whicn 
is  necessary  gratuitously.  It  would  be  necessary,  if 
this  plan  were  adopted,  to  have  very  large  boards,  in 
order  that  the  duties  might  be  divided  up,  and  it  is 
believed  that  the  smaller  the  board  the  better  the 
department  is  managed. 

It  does  not  appear  that  commissioners  elected  by  a 
popular  vote  would  be  any  more  efficient  than  those 
appointed  as  proposed.  The  evidence  is  to  the  con- 
trary. The  only  elective  board  at  present  is  the 
Street  Commissioners;  and,  as  there  should  be  but 
onesyst.ru  in  all  departments  controlled  by  commis- 
sioners, the  Board  of  Street  Commissioners  should 
be  reorganized  with  the  others. 

The  Boards  of  Health  and  Fire  Commissioners 
could  be  reorganized  by  amending  the  ordi ranees  re- 
lating to  those  departments;  legislative  act!  jn  would 
be  required  in  the  case  of  the  other  boards.  The 
draft  of  an  ordinance  embodying  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  committee,  as  applied  to  the  Fire  De- 
partment, is  herewith  submitted,  and  also  an  order 
to  petition  for  such  legislation  as  may  be  necessary. 
For  the  Committee, 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Chairman. 
An  Ordinance 
To  Amend  au  Ordinance  in  Relation  to  she  Fire  De- 
partment. 
Be  it  Ordained,  &c. 

Section  1.  Sections  one,  two,  and  ten  of  tbe  ordi- 
nances, in  relation  to  the  Fire  Departu  eut,  priuted 
upon  pages  337,  338,  and  3ii  of  the  edition  of  Statutes 
and  Ordinances  for  1876,  are  hereby  amended  to 
read  as  follows: 

Section  1 .  The  Fire  Department  of  the  City  of 
Boston  shall  consist  of  a  board  of  three  fire  commis- 
sioners, a  chief  engineer,  thirteen  assistant  engi- 
neers and  other  members  to  the  number  of  seven 
hundred  men. 

Sect.  2.  Immediately  after  tbe  passage  of  this  or- 
dinance the  Mayor  shall  appoint  one  person  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners.  The 
member  so  appointed  shah  devote  his  whole  time  to 
the  duties  of  the  office  and  shall  uot  engage  in  any 
other  business.  He  shall  at  anytime  be  subject  to 
removal  by  the  Mayor  for  cause.  For  his  services 
he  shall  receive  such  compensation  as  the  City  Coun- 
cil may  iroin  time  to  time  determine.  Immediately 
after  the  passage  of  this  ordinance  the  City  Council 
shall  elect  by  concurrent  vote  of  both  branches,  one 
member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  aad  one  member 
of  the  Common  Council,  as  members  of  tbe  Board  of 
Fh-e  Commissioners  tor  me  remainder  of  the  Muni- 
cipal year,  and  until  others  are  elected  in  their 
places;  and  afterwards  annually,  in  the  month  of 
January,  the  City  Council  shall  elect  one  meuber  of 
the  Board  r.f  Aldermen  and  one  member  of  the  Com- 
inou  Council  (o  serve  as  Five  Commissioners  for  me 
remainder  of  the  municipal  year,  and  until  others 
are  elected  in  their  places,  unless  sooner  removed. 

Sect.  10.  There  shall  be  appointed  annually,  in 
the  month  of  January,  a  Joint  Committee  of  the 
City  Council  on  the  Fire  Department,  consisting  of 
two  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  three 
members  of  the  Common  Council.  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  said  committee  to  examine,  as  often  as  once 
in  each  monih,  toe  records  and  accounts  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  on  the  Fire  Department, 
and  to  examine  all  applications  for  appropriations 
for  tbe  said  department,  and  report  thereon  to  the 
City  Council;  and  no  expenditure  exceeding  three 
thousand  dollars  for  apparatus  or  supplies  shall  be 
made  from  the  appropriation  for  fire  department, 
without  the  approval  of  said  committee. 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court  at  its  next  session  for 
such  legislation  as  may  be  necessary  to  provide  that, 
the  boards^  of  police,  water,  and  street  commission- 
ers shall  consist  ot  one  commissioner  apoointed  by 
the  Mayor,  and  two  elected  from  the  City  Council. 
Minority  Report. 

The  undersigned  respectfully  dissents  troui  the 
foregoing  report,  and  begs  leave  to  submit  his  rea- 
sons therefor : 

The  present  system  of  commissions,  that  is  to  say, 


tbe  system  under  which  commission ersare  apoointed 
by  the  Mayor  and  confirmed  by  ti:e  City  Council, 
may  not  be  the  best  that  could  be  devised," but  it  is  a 
great  improvement  over  the  system  tbat  preceded  it. 

The  method  of  carrying  on  departments  by  mt-ans 
of  committees  worked  very  well  while  Boston  was  a 
small  peninsular  city; but  with  rapid  growth  and  an- 
nexation the  city  oulgrew  the  system,  aud  the  estab- 
lishment of  boards  of  commissioners  became  a  public 
necessity,  lhus  far  the  system  has  given  satisfac- 
tion; and  changes  should  not  be  attempted  without 
good  reasons  and  only  when  improvements  can  be 
assured. 

The  reasons  piven  by  the  majority  for  changing 
the  system  are  not  sufficient.  It  matters  very  little 
whether  there  are  one  or  three  commissioners" at  the 
head  of  a  department,  as  long  as  the  affairs  of  the  de- 
partment are  efficiently  and  economically  conducted. 
It  may  be  tbat  one  commissioner  could  perform  the 
duties  as  well  as  the  three;  but  the  fact  remains  to  be 
proven,  and  the  proof  should  be  obtained  in  some 
other  way  than  by  abolishing  a  well-established 
board.  Let  the  experiment  be  tried  in  a  department 
that  is  still  managed  under  the  old  system,  and  then, 
if  found  successful,  it  can  be  applied"  to  tbe  otbeis. 

The  saving  in  salaries  is  a  mere  bagatelle  when  it 
is  a  question  of  having  work  well  or  poorly  done. 
The  feeling  of  security  against  Are  and  epidemics  is 
of  more  consequence  to  our  taxpayers  than  the  sav- 
ing of  six  thousand  dollais  in  the' lire  or  health  de- 
partments. It  is  a  question,  however,  whether  there 
would  lie  aoy  great  saving  in  salaries.  Itisinevidenee 
that  tbe  duties  of  some  of  the  departments  require 
the  daily  attention  of  more  than  one  person.  The 
commissioneis  from  the  City  Council  could  not  rea- 
sonably be  expected  to  give  that  daily  atteution  to 
the  routine  business  n  bich  would  be  expected  from 
a  paid  commissioner,  and  as  the  work  must  be  done, 
a  greater  number  of  subordinate  officers  would  have 
to  be  employed  to  attend  to  it. 

If  tbe  method  of  appointing  commissioners  is  un- 
satisfactory let  it  oe  changed,  as  it  can  be.  without 
disturbing  the  system;  an  amendment  to  the  ordi- 
nance is  all  that  is  necessary  in  the  case  of  tbe  Fire 
and  Health  departments,  and  if  good  reasons  were 
shown  the  legislature  would,  undoubtedly,  amend  in 
tbis  respect  the  statutes  relating  to  tbe  street,  Water 
and  Police  Boards.  But  tbe  time  has  not  yet  come, 
and  is  probably  far  distant,  when  Boston  would  have 
a  Mayor  who  would  appoiut  an  officer  that  the  City 
Council  would  have  to  reject,  or  a  City  Council  that 
would  not  have  tbe  firmness  and  independence  to 
reject  a  bad  appointment. 

The  responsibility  of  commissioners  is  fixed  almost 
altogether  by  ordinance.  It  is  not  worth  while  to 
discuss  this  point,  because  the  matter  is  in  the  power 
of  the  City  Council  to  regulate. 

The  undersigned  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  plan 
proposed  by  the  majority  's  more  of  a  reversion  to 
old  methods  thau  in  tne  line  of  progress.  The  ten- 
dencey  of  the  times  is  towards  specialization  in  all 
departments  of  business,  public  as  well  as  private, 
and  any  changes  which  may  be  made  in  the  manage- 
ment of  city  uffairssnould  be  in  thisdirecrion;  there- 
tore,  if  any  immediate  changes  were  proposed,  the 
undersigned  would  favor  bringing  the  related  depart- 
ments together,  and  placing  them  under  naid  com- 
missioners. He  submits  an  outline  of  a  plan  such  as 
might  be  more  favorably  consider.-d: 

First.  A  Board  of  Public  Protection,  consisting  of 
rive  members,  to  manage  the  present  departments  of 
til e,  health,  police,  inspection  of  buildings,  registry 
of  births,  etc.,  and  public  institutions  of  tne  reform- 
atory or  disciplinary  class. 

Second.  Board  of  Public  Works,  consisting  ot 
seven  members,  to  have  charge  of  the  present  pav- 
ing, laying  out,  and  widening  streets,  sewer,  im- 
proved sewerage,  lamp,  water,  public  building, 
bridge  and  ferry  departments. 

Third.  Board  of  Public  Lands,  consisting  of  three 
member^,  to  have  charge  of  tbe  common  and  public 
grounds,  public  parks  and  public  lands. 

Fourth.  Board  of  Public  Charities,  consisting  of 
three  members  to  have  charge  of  the  city  hospital, 
lunatic  ho-pital,  pauper  relief,  and  all  departments 
that  deal  with  the  indigent  and  afflicted. 

Fifth.  Board  of  Education,  consisting  of  five  mem- 
bers, to  have  charge  of  the  public  schools,  public 
library,  and  all  educational  matters. 

While  he  does  not  consider  tbe  time  ripe  for  so 
radical  a  change,  he  does  believe  that  this  is  the  gen- 
eral direction  in  which  aoy  improvement  is  to  be 
sought,  rather  than  that  recommended  by  the  rna- 
joi  fly, 

At  the  same  time  be  is  of  tbe  opinion  that  the  plan 
proposed  by  the  majority  has  some  merit,  and  he 
would  like  to  see  it  tested.  For  tbat  reason  he  joins 
with  the  majority  in  recommending  it  for  the'  im 
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proved  sewerage  work-.  He  would  also  like  to  see  it 
tried  in  tbe  paving  and  sewer  departments, which  are 
now  under  the  management  of  committee?  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  By  experitneo.iug  in  these  de- 
partments nothing  Is  risked,  and  much  may  be 
gained. 

The  undersigned  agrees  with  the  majority  of  the 
committee  as  to  the  inexpediency  of  having  commis- 
sioners elected  by  popular  vote,  and  believes  that  an 
elec  ion  by  the  City  Council  would  be  an  nuurove- 
ment  on  the  present  system  of  appointment,  lie  also 
believes  that  all  boards  should  ht.  more  directly  un- 
der the  control  of  the  City  Council,  as  was  contem- 
plated by  the  city  charter. 

The  undersigned  believes  itde-irable  to  obtain  such 
legislation  as  will  enable  the  citv  to  manage  its  own 
affairs,  free  from  the  interference  and  dictation  of 
the  State,  and  to  that  end,  and  als  *  with  a  view  of 
facilitating  improvements  iu  the  management  of  our 
departments  in  the  future,  be  respectfully  recom- 
mends tbe  passage  of  the  accompanying  order. 
Respectfully  submitted," 

Chakles  E.  Pratt. 

Ordered.  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  he  requested 
to  petition  the  General  Court  at  its  next  session  for 
such  legislation  as  will  enable  the  City  Council  to 
place  any  and  all  departments  of  the  city  under  the 
management  of  commissioners  elected  by  the  City 
Council,  and  responsible  to  it,  as  contemplated  by 
the  city  charter. 

Specially  assigned  to  three  weeks  from  to-day  at 
five  o'clock  P.  M. 

IMPROVED  SETERAUE. 

Alderman  Cur'is  submitted  the  following: 

The  Joiut  Special  Committee  oo  the  Subject  of 
Commissions,  to  whom  wa<  referred  the  order  re- 
questing the  Mayor  to  petition  for  an  act  authorizing 
the  appointment  of  three  commissioners,  to  consti- 
tute, in  conjunction  with  the  City  Engineer  and 
Superintendent  of  Sewers,  a  board  to  be  known  as 
the  Sewer  C'juimissiooers,  who  shall  take  charge  of 
all  matters  pertaining  to  the  Sewer  Department  of 
the  city,  including  the  construction  of  the  improved 
system  of  sewerage,  havine  considered  the  subject 
beg  leave  to  report  as  follows:  In  their  report  on  the 
general  subjec .  of  commissions  the  committee  recom- 
mend a  plan  I  or  the  reorganization  of  existing  boards 
of  commissioners,  making  each  board  consist 
of  one  person  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  and 
two  elected  from  the  City  Council.  They  be- 
lieve that  the  work  of  constructing  the  im- 
proved system  of  sewerage  could  be  carried  on 
to  advantage  by  a  commission  formed  on  this  plan, 
and  are  of  the  opinion  that  tbe  work  would  demand 
the  entire  attention  of  the  board.  It  would  be  inex- 
pedient to  add  other  duties,  such  as  tbe  management 
of  tbe  Sewer  Department,  which  has  no  connection 
with  the  improved  sewerage systemandwill  not  have 
until  the  latter  is  completed.  The  committee  res- 
pectfully recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompany- 
ing order  providing  for  the  establishment  of  such  a 
board  in  lieu  of  the  order  which  was  referred  to 
them.  For  the  Committee. 

Hugh  O'Brien,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be  di- 
rected to  report  an  ordinance  providing  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  Board  of  Commissioners,  consisting 
of  three  persons,  one  to  be  appointed  by  the  Mavor. 
and  one  member  of  the  Board  of  Alderman  and  one 
member  of  the  Common  Council,  to  be  elected  bj 
concurrent  vote  of  the  City  Council,  said  board  to 
have  charge  of  all  matters  connected  with  the  con- 
struction of  the  improved  system  of  sewerage. 

Speeiallv  assigned  to  three  weeks  from  to-day  at 
tive  o'clock,  P.  M. 

PEBMITS     FOB  STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Health,  or  the  part  of  theboaid,  in 
favor  of  granting  a  permit  to  occupy  a  stable  on  the 
usual  conditions,  by  heirs  of  T.  B.  Williams,  on  Cen- 
tre street,  near  Weld  street,  Ward  25.    Accepted. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hersey  the  board  look 
from  the  table  the  report  in  favor  of  ulljwiag  Alfred 
Rogers  to  build  a  wooden  stable  for  three  horses  at 
the  corner  of  L  and  Third  streets. 

Alderman  Hersey  asked  if  tbe  committee  bad  any 
new  light  on  the  subject. 

Alderman  Caldwell  said  the  committee  gave  the 
remonstrants  a  bearing,  and  after  due  consideration 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  Rogers  should  have 
a  license  for  the  stable,  olid  so  reported.  They  had 
seen  no  reason  to  change  their  views. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  BUILDING   LAWS. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  Inspector 


of  Buildings  suggesting  that  steps  be  taken  to  secure 
to  the  City  of  Bos'ou  such  amendments  to  the  build- 
ing acts  as  will  make  them  more  efficient  and  less  ob- 
jectionable; also  that  such  authority  be  asked  of  the 
legislature  as  will  enable  the  City  Council  to  control 
by  ordinance  the  methods  of  plumbiug  in  buildings, 
to  'he  end  that  more  security  may  be  afforded  our 
citizens  in  the  matter  of  health. 

Rerened  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings. 

Alderman  Caldwell  offered  an  order— That  His 
Honor  tbe  Mayor  be  and  hereby  is  requested  to  pe- 
tition the  legislature  lor  such  additional  amendments 
to  the  building  acts  as  will  secure  greater  protection 
of  life  and  property  against  tire. 

Referred  to  the  "Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and 
Inspection  of  Buildings. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderui  n  Slaiie  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Armories,  on  the  petition  of  Co.  A,  5th 
Regiment  M.  V.  M.,  recommending  the  passage  of 
an  order — That  the  Committee  on  Armories  be  au- 
thorized to  provide  suitable  heating  apparatus  for 
the  armory  of  Co.  A,  5th  Reg.  M.  V.  M.,  at  an  ex- 
pense not  exceeding  $700,  lobe  charged  to  the  ap- 
propriation tor  armories.    Ta-sed. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDEBS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving: 

Order  to  pay  James  Broderick  $200  for  grade  dam- 
ages to  bis  estate,  rear  of  482  Commercial  street. 
Passed. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  Board 
of  Fire  Commissioners  to  erect   thirteen   telegraph 

Soles  on  Cantei  bury  street,  West  Roxbury ,  between 
lortnn  street  and  the  Small-pox  Hospital  for  the 
purpose  of  connecting  said  hospital  with  tbe  fire 
alarm  system;  said  poles  to  be  placed  on  Canterbury 
street  in  the  positions  designated  by  red  circles  on  a 
plan  made  by  Thomas  W.  Davis,  City  Survevor.  dated 
Nov.  17,  188f,  an(i  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Streets.    Passed. 

Reports  and  orders  granting  permits  as  follows— 
To  the  Hoosac  Tunnel  Dock  and  Elevator  Company, 
to  remove  the  edgestones  and  sidewalk  in  front  of 
their  premises  on  Water  street,  Charlestown,  and 
substitute  therefor  a  granite-block  driveway,  said 
work  to  be  done  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets;  to  the  Atlas  Refining  Co.,  to  lay  a 
railroad  track  across  Bremen  street  near  Putnam 
street,  East  Boston,  to  connect  their  premises  with 
the  tracks  of  the  Eastern  Railroad  Co.,  on  the  usual 
conditions;  to  Jones,  Cook  &  Co.,  to  lay  a  water  pipe 
under  and  across  Second  street  near  H street,  for  the 
purpose  of  conveying  water  from  a  well  to  their 
brewery  upon  th»  usual  conditions.  Orders  passed. 
PRIVATE  STREET  LIGHTS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings  on  the 
part  of  the  board,  recommending  the  granting  of 
penults,  as  follows: 

To  Charlestown  Young  Men's  Christian  Associa- 
tion, to  project  a  transparency  on  corner  of  Main  and 
Union  streets. 

To  Chas.  A.  Raymond,  to  project  an  electric  liglit 
from  130  Hauover  street. 

To  Charles  E.  Eames,  to  project  adiuggist's mortar 
at  396  Hanover  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

LAND    DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following;  from  the 
Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the  board : 

Report  and  orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  all 
damages  occasioned  by  laying  out  streets  as  follows: 

Heirs  of  R.  S.  Spofford  and  heirs  of  Mary  S. 
Johnson,  $700,  extension  of  Broadway. 

Harriet  M.,  wife  of  Henry  S.  Lawrence.  $7300, 
extensi'  n  of  Lambert  avenue. 

Severally  passed. 

SEWERS. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers: 

Ordered,  That  the  following  abatements  be  made  in 
sewer  assessments,  by  reason  of  damage  done  the  es- 
tates in  consequence  of  widening  Commercial  street: 

Joshua  B  mnett's  heirs,  FoBter  street #14.  25 

William  Hallahan,  "         •'     13  W) 

i- fancls  McNeil,  "         "     9  23 

Joseph  Burnett.  ■■         •' 0  92 

Richard  Me  Hale.  "         "    12  32 

Francis  McNeil,  "         "    16  6K 

James  sheerin,  •'         "    20  12 

Joseph  Burnett,  "         "    23  4;i 

Martha  K.  Parkj,  Foster  street 41  OH 

Cassander  VVIIklns.  Henchman  street 7  67 

Patrick  McMamu,  "  "      745 
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.1  obn  Rourke,  Henchman  street 7  67 

Dennis  Winterson,     "  "  j  7  67 

Margaret  Kelly,         "  "  35  03 

Patrick  Bergen,  "  "  6  32 

John  ('.  Loud,  •'  "  4  0b 

Bridget. i\  Kingston,"  "  15  16 

Joseph  Burnett,  "  "  23  92 

Nathaniel  11.  Carey,  "  "  9  03 

Abbey  K.  Pulsifer,      "'  "  7  04 

Timothy  Lyons,  Tremont  street 38  55 

Also  S131.52  from  Neil  McNeil  for  a  sewer  in  Com- 
mercial street,  on  account  of  right  of  way  given. 

Also  $9.82  from  Ainery  A.  Earle  for  a  sewer  ill 
Commercial  street,  on  account  of  inability  to  pay. 
Passed, 

CHRISTMAS   HOLIDAY. 
Alderman  Viles  offered  the  following : 
Whereas  the  festival  of  "Christmas"  occurs  this 
year  on  Sunday,  it  is  therefore 

"  Ordered,  That  Monday,  the  26th  day  of  December, 
1881,  be  observed  by  the  officers  and  public  depart- 
ments of  this  city  as  a  holiday,  and  that  the  City 
Hall  be  closed  on  said  day  and  the  municipal  busi- 
ness suspended  except  in  cases  where  its  continuance 
is  absolutely  necessary. 
Passed. 

PKGAN    BROOK. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order— That  his  Honor 
ihe  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the  legislature 
at  the  next  session  tor  an  act  to  authorize  the  diver- 
sion ot  the  waters  of  Pegan  brook  from  the  water 
supply  ■  f  the  City  of  Boston.  Referred  to  Commit- 
tee on  Water. 

THE  OLD  STATE  HO0SE. 

Alderman  Haldeman— As  it  is  still  early,  and  as 
the  bu-iness  is  all  disposed  of,  and  as  I  feel  in  an  ex- 
traordinarily sentimental  mood,  I  have  a  few  words 
that  1  desire  to  say.    [Reading.] 

"THE  KING'S  CADAVER: 
"EGYPT,  B.  C.  3180— AMERICA,  \.  D.  1881. 
"  'Ramesis,  king  of  Egvpt,  the  most  high 

And  mighty  potentate  ol  earth  must  die.' 
So  said  the  soothsayers,  who  worked  in  vain 

Their  incantations,  to  relieve  bis  pain. 
So  said  tbe  wise  men,  priests,  magicians.    One 

And  all  to  save  his  life  their  best  had  done. 
Unmoved  he  heard  his  doom,    For  years  a  score, 

Had  he  held  sway,  earth's  greatest  empire  o'ei. 
From  where  the  fabled  Nile  its  first  leap  takes 

Out  of  the  bosom  of  tbe  mighty  lakes 
Amidst  the  Mountains  of  the  Moon  to  where, 

Grown  sluggish,  ln-ated  by  the  scorching  air 
It  gently  merges  with  the  waiting  sea, 

His  word  was  law.    The  king  supreme  was  he. 
Right  royally  he'd  reigned,  and  all  his  pride 

Came  to  his  rescue.    Like  a  king  he  died. 
But  though  no  fear  of  death  his  heart  assailed, 

There  was  one  awful  thought  at  wbich  he  quailed, 
The  thought  that  worms  bis  body  should  devour 

Was  torture  to  him  in  his  dying  hour. 
He  called  his  alchemists,  and  ma-*  them  swear 

They  would  the  means  discover  to  prepare 
Him  tor  the  tomb,  so  that  he  shou.d  defy 

Worms  and  decay.    His  shape  still  greet  the  eye. 
They  kept  their  oath.    Within  the  tomb  was  laid 

Ramesis,  the  hist  mummy  ever  inaue. 

"Hark  to  the  hum  and  bu9tte  of  the  crowd, 

The  bra>  of  brazen  instruments.    The  loud 
Vociferation  of  tbe  peanut  man. 

In  short,  vou  see,  it's  Barnum  s  caravan. 
The  show  ot  animals  of  every  sort; 

Of  gentlemen  and  ladies  who  cavort 
In  little  clothing  with  the  greatest  ease; 

Of  many  costly  curiosities. 
And  in  the  latter  class  you  may  behold 

The  bodv  of  King  Ramesis  of  old. 
His  wish  is  granted.    Dead  five  thousand  years, 

UnchaLged,  each  feature  of  liis  face  appears, 
Aud  to  that  very  fact  'tis  due,  that  while 

His  fathers  sleep  'neath  Cn°ops'  towering  pile 
As  heaps  of  du*t,  he's  brought  to  this  far  land, 

Vnd  [Lade  a  show.    Along  with  a  brass  brand 
He's  shown  all  dav.  and  rides  at  night  on  trains, 

In  style  fatiguing  e'en  for  a  remains. 
Perhap-  if  Ramesis  could  speak  to-day, 

He  would  own  up  to  his  mistake  and  say: 
A  man  once  dead  's  no  good.    Tbe  sooner  he 

Decay,  the  better  for  nimself  'r,  will  be." 
—[Boston  fost^'All  Sorts,"  Nov.  16, 1881. 

Alderman  Haldeman— The  parallel  to  this  little 
poem  I  draw  from  the  Old  State  House.  Some 
months  ago  I  tried  to  show  that  we  were  bartering 
our  ancestors'  remains  by  trying  to  compromise  be- 
tween business  and  sentiment.  I  opposed  tbe  divid- 
ing of  the  building  and  spending  a  large  sum  ot 


money  lo  make  an  antiquarian  hall  in  the  upper  gar- 
ret and  rent  the  lower  story  for  a  lager  beer  saloon 
and  sandwich  factory.  I  tried  to  induce  this  board 
to  do  one  of  two  tbinrs:  either  to  make  it  all  a  me- 
morial building,  to  which  we  could  take  off  our  hats 
with  respect  every  time  we  passed,  or  tit  it  up 
exclusively  for  business  and  rent  it.  The  measure 
failed  here,  and  went  backward  and  lorward 
between  tne  two  chambers  for  some  time. 
Subsequently  this  chamber  was  outwitted  by 
the  gentlemen  running  this  institution.  While 
we  were  not  agreed  to  pass  an  appropriation 
to  make  the  improvement  called  for,  it  appears  that 
by  some  manipulation  of  the  order,  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  are  authorized  to  make  the  im- 
provement—it is  left  to  their  discretion.  Wnat  that 
committee  purpose  to  do,  no  one  knows;  they  keep  it 
to  themselves.  But  the  first  evidence  of  some  work 
being  ione  was  tne  tenants  being  warned  out  anil  the 
carpenters  set  at  work,  and  there  seems  to  be  a 
general  tearing  out  going  on.  Now  what  those  gen- 
tlemen purpose  to  do  I  don't  know,  but  the  mummy 
of  tbe  Egvp.ian  King  in  the  hands  of  Barnum  is  like 
our  antiquarian  building  in  the  hands  of  a  modern 
city  architect.  We  have  had  in  the  City  of  Boston  a 
great  City  Hall  built  so  elegantly  that  we  caDnot  put 
a  system  of  ventilation  throuah  the  ceilings  without 
spoiling  them.  Our  great  schoolhouses  are  built 
so  elegantly  that  we  cannot  put  gas-pipes  into 
them  unless  they  are  spoiled.  Now  one  of  my  great 
causes  for  objecting  to  renovating  the  Old  State 
House  is  that  no  one  is  responsible  for  what  is 
being  done  in  city  business.  I  do  not  know  who  is 
responsible  tor  the  whole  State  House  jobbery,  or 
who  is  running  it.  If  any  one  will  pass  there  to-day 
and  look  at  Ihe  old  dormer  windows,  diagrams  of 
wbicb  have  been  furnished  us  all,  ne  will  find  that 
the  sash  is  from  a  modern  sash  factory.  No  such 
work  was  in  existence  at  the  time  the  Old  State 
House  was  built.  I  wis  in  hopes  whsn  our  City  Ar- 
chitect went  abroad  last  year  that  he  would  at  least 
see  some  old  building  corresponding  with  about  the 
»ame  age  as  the  State  House,  and  that  he  would  come 
home  with  ideas  that  would  be  of  service  to  him.  I 
did  not  expect  him  to  cast  his  eyes  within  a 
stone's  throw  of  this  hall  and  see  the  old  King's 
Chapel,  with  sash  made  about  the  same  time 
the  Old  Sta'e  House  was  built.  That,  per- 
haps is  too  near.  I  should  .like  very  much  to  "go 
for"  the  Ciiy  Architect  for  a  thing  of  that 
kind,  because  it  is  an  indication  of  the  character  of 
the  absurd  affair  which  is  being  foisted  upon  the 
Ci'y  of  Boston.  But  when  we  learn  that  tDe  City 
Architect  is  not  responsible  tor  his  work,  but  that  he 
is  directed  by  committees,  the  chances  are  we  will  do 
him  injustice.  Therefore  I  appeal  to  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  and  ask  bv 
whose  authoritv  the  ancient  dormer  wiutlows  are 
provided  witn  modern  sash.  1  expect  it  is  a 
forerunner  ot  what  we  may  expect  when  the  build- 
ing is  completed.  I  am  extremely  sorry  I  did  not 
vote  in  the  first  place  for  renovaiinsr  the  entire 
building,  and  making  it  a  memorial  hall.  I  think 
ray  vote  would  have  carriea  it  in  this  chamber.  Then 
after  spending  the  money  in  renovating  the  entire 
building,  the  public  could  see  what  a  botch  it  had 
been,  and  what  an  eyesore  it  had  become,  and  that 
might  bavs  led  to  the  demolishing  of  the  building. 
I  think  we  might  have  got  rid  of  it  much  sooner  by 
spending  the  whole  ot  it  in  a  memorial  building  than 
by  dividing  it  up.  I  hope  the  Chairman  of  the 
Coniuiittr e  on  Public  Buildings  will  give  me  some 
light  on  the  subject,  and  tell  us  whether  the  balance 
ol  this  renovation  is  to  be  of  the  same  character  as 
this  modern  sash. 

Alderman  Woollev— I  certainly  am  very  glad  to 
hear  the  gentleman  own  he  is  sorry  for  a  single  vote 
he  has  giveu  for  or  against  any  question,  and  I  think 
he  will  repent  ol  a  great  many  more.  I  can  only  say 
that  the  renovation  of  the  Old  State  House  is  being 
carried  on  onder  the  direction  of  a  sub-commit- 
tee and  the  City  Architect.  The  matter  of  the 
sash,  I  suppose,  is  entirely  under  the  City 
Architect.  He  makes  a  plan  of  the  alter- 
ation, submits  it  to  the  sub-committee  and  they 
approve.  If  the  sash  is  a  modern  .  ne,  the 
sub-committee  and  the  City  Architect  are  re  ponsi- 
ble  f or  it.  I  have  yet  to  learn  lhat  it  is  a  modern 
sash.  If  I  understand  aright,  the  City  Architect  has 
in  his  possession  some  of  the  old  original  plans  of 
the  Olo  State  House  and  is  copying  them  so  far  as  he 
can.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  City  Architect  and 
sub-committee,  so  far  as  possible,  to  copy  from  the 
old  original  style  in  which  the  building  was  years 
ago. 
"Alderman  Haldeman— I  do  not  think  the  matter  is 
of  sufficient  importance  to  offer  an  order  or  resolu- 
tion, but  I  do  hope  the  committee  will  carry  out  the 
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idea  in  this  improvement,  so  that  when  it  is  com- 
pleted we  will  not  be  a  laughing:  stock.  The  sash  is 
a  small  matter,  but  vet  if  it  is  to  be  a  memorial  such 
as  we  can  respect"  or  look  at  with  reverence,  it 
should  be  in  keeping  in  all  its  details,  and  it 
certainly  would  be  a  preposterous  thing  tn  point  out 
that  aged  building  to  a  visitor,  and  tell  of  its  glories 
now  departed,  and  have  him  ask,  where  did  you  get 
that  sash?  Wny,  it  came  from  a  factory  up  here. 
Anybody  would  know  that.  It  would  be  a  laughing 
stock.  It  would  be  like  having  an  elegant  painting 
of  an  ancient  warrior  vtitb  a  modern  sv»ord  in  his 
left  hand. 

The  Chairman— If  the  Chair  may  be  allowed  to 
make  a  statement,  as  one  of  the  Sub-Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  lie  would  say  that  we  are  restoring 
the  Old  State  House  as  near  to  its  original  plan  as 
possible.  Furthermore  the  committee  are  carrying 
out  the  wishes  of  this  City  Council  who  desired  to  make 
as  much  money  out  of  that  building  as  possible.  We 
have  already  let  the  front  rooms  in  that  building  for 
$7000  a  year,and  we  propose  to  get  upwards  of  $20,000 
for  the  other  portions  of  the  building,  basement 
and  floor  above,  in  order  to  return  to  the  treasury 
of  the  city  the  S-  0,000  that  the  board  desired  so 


much  to  lease  that  building  for.  King's  Chapel  that 
the  Alderman  refers  to  is  much  older  than  the  Old 
State  House.  The  State  House  is  a  comparatively 
modern  building,  compared  with  King's  Chapel. 
Even  the  stone  in  that  building  was  imported  from 
Europe.  They  had  not  found  out  that  we  had 
Quincy  granite  and  other  material  here  when  that 
building  was  erected. 

AldermaD  Haldeman — I  am  aware  that  the  State 
House  is  of  a  later  date,  but  when  it  was  built  sashes 
were  all  made  by  hand,  just  the  same  as  in  King's 
Chapel.  I  referred  to  that  because  it  was  most  con- 
venient, but  certainly  no  sash  was  made  like  this  one 
in  those  times. 

Alderman  Woolley — In  behalf  of  the  committee  I 
would  extend  an  invitation  to  the  Alderman  opposite 
to  consult  with  the  sub-committee  and  architect  in 
regard  to  the  further  renovation  of  the  Old  State 
House,  as  we  desire  to  get  as  near  the  original  plan 
of  tbe  building  as  possible.  I  tm  sure  if  there  is 
anything  the  honorable  Alderman  can  suggest  to  the 
committee,  they  will  be  thankful  to  receive  it.  I 
hope  he  will  avail  himself  of  the  invitation. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  am  much  obliged. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council. 
DECEMBER  I,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  7V2  o'clock  P.  M.,  Charles  E. 
Pratt,  President,  in  the  chair. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Keport  of  tires  and  alarms  lor  October.  Placed 
on  file. 

Communication  from  A.  A.  Marcus  respecting  a 
site  for  a  Public  Libriuy. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  following  pe- 
titions: 

Ira  Russell  &  Company,  for  leave  to  erect  a 
wooden  building  on  land  corner  of  Albany  and  Mai- 
den streets. 

Mauson  Brothers,  for  leave  to  make  a  wooden  ad- 
dition to  a  building  on  Decatur  s>reet. 

Severally  accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report,  no  action  nece?sary  on  remonstrance  of 
J.  J.  Morris  against  tne  action  of  the  Boarn  of 
Heabh.  relating  to  a  burial  permit.  Accepted,  in 
concurrence. 

Reports  concerning  the  improved  system  of  sewer- 
age, viz. : 

The  Dorchester  Bay  Tunnel. 

The  Poland  Contract. 

Thp  Carson  Contract. 

(The  above  reports  are  in  City  Doc.  '.35.) 

Severally  accepted,  in  concurrence. 

Report  aud  order  to  provide  additional  accommo- 
dations for  grammar  pupils  in  Dillawny-scbool  Dis- 
trict.   Order  assigned  to  a  secon'i  reading. 

Omer  for  the  execution  of  a  notia  obligating  this 
eit\  in  the  sum  of  $20,000  to  keen  the  railway  tracks 
on  "Boston  avenue,  Somerville,  in  eood  condition, 
maintain  a  flagman  at  the  crossing,  etc.  Passed  over 
at  the  request  of  Mr.  Rosno9ky,  ef  Ward  lb.  [Action 
was  taken  later  in  the  session.] 

Order  to  set  apart  for  a  city  greenhouse,  103,920 
square  feet  of  land,  now  owned  oy  the  cits,  on  41- 
banv  sireet.  Passed  over  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Gove, 
of  Ward  1.  [Later  in  the  session  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Freeman,  the  order  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Land.l 

Report  and  order  to  charge  the  Tobey  appropria- 
tion to  the  appropriation  for  tne  Fire  Department. 
Order  rtad  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Hrinibecom  of  Ward  18,  and  passed  in 
concurrence.  Mr.  Brim  becom  moved  to  reconsider. 
Lost. 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  the  appropriation  for  sewers,  of  the  sum  of 
S40.000.  Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  lule 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18  and  passed  in 
concurrence,  yea"-  57,  nays  0.  Mr.  Hart  mo  red  to 
reconsider.    Lost. 

The-  President  appointed  as  tellers  for  the  second 
division,  Messrs.  Means  of  Waul  20  and  Folan  of 
Ward  13. 

Majority  repoit  against,  and  minority  report  in 
favor,  of  the  passage  of  the  order  to  ask  for  an 
amendment  to  Chap.  33,  Acts  of  1880,  so  as  to  make  it 
apply  to  this  city.  Specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  8  P.  M.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Win  mure,  of 
Ward  12. 

ComnmoiealiOD  from  the  street  Commissioners 
with  a  resolve  and  order  for  the  extension  of  Colum- 
bus avenue,  ai  an  adjudged  expeuse  ot  $61,811.80. 

Amendment  to  the  orders  concerning  toe  pur 
chase  of  a  site  for  a  public  library,  by  inserting  a 
nrovision  that  the  sum  appropriated  shall  include 
the  purchase  of  all  rights  m  the  pas-ageway  between 
the  lots  on  Dartmouth  street.  Concurred.  Mr. 
Child  moved  to  leconsider.    Lost. 

Order  for  a  loan  01  $300,00(1  for  tiie  taking  ot  lands 
for  the  Charles  river  Embankment.  Ordered  to  a 
-'••ond  reading. 

Mr.  Greenougb  of  Ward  9 — I  would  ask  whether 
we  approDriated  that  money  in  the  Appropriation 
bill,  and  if  it  is  dimply  carrying  out  that  measure,  or 
whether  it  is  a  new  one? 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18—1  think  tbi»  is  to  be  charged 
to  the  appropriation  imide  this  year  for  widening 
streets.  There  is  n^>  order  appropriating  the  money 
accompanying  that  resolve. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  *4 — The  expense  is  already 
provided  for  in  the  tax  levy  for  this  feet  by  ay  order 


put  in  previous  to  making  it,  up.     This  has  been  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Streets  and  fully  considered. 
The  resolve   and  order   were  passed   to  a  second 
reading  and  laid  over. 

ARNOLD  ARBORETUM. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Ward  11,  called  for  the  special 
assignment,  viz.:  Majority  and  mioor'ty  reports  on 
the  subject  ot  taking  or  purchasing  the  Arncld  Ar- 
boretum.   (City  Doc.  134.) 

Mr.  Whitinore  raised  the  point  of  order  that  this 
was  assigned  to  nine  o'clock,  and  the  hoar  haa  not 
arrived. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11—  If  1  am  not  mistaken, 
the  nine  o'clock  on  the  programme  is  a  misprint. 

The  President — Consideration  of  this  subject  was 
assigned  to  eight  o'clock,  and  the  programme  is  er- 
roneous. 

The  subject  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Wliitmore — 1  move  to  assign  to  nine  o'clock.  1 
was  entirely  misled  by  the  printed  programme,  which 
reached  me  yesterday.  Although  the  gentleman  is 
right  in  stating  that  it  was  assigned  to  eight  o'clock, 
I  do  not  think  the  members  so  understood  it,  and  it 
would  be  unfair  to  take  it  up  at  the  present  moment. 
As  I  have  one  of  the  reports  to  answer  for  I  nope  the 
gentleman  will  agree  to  specially  assign  it  to  nine 
o'clock  this  evening. 

Mr.  Williams— 1  hope  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  will  show  so-ne  better  reason  why  we  should  fur- 
ther assign  this  matter.  We  came  here  to-night  to 
discuss  this  question  of  parks,  and  I  think  with  the 
outside  feeling  more  strongly  in  favor  of  this  scheme 
than  of  any  other  which  has  come  up  since  the  ques- 
tion of  public  parks  has  been  under  consideration.  I 
think  every  gentleman  here  has  seen  the  petition 
which  is  on  his  desk  and  which  is  the  strongest  list 
of  names  I  have  seen  on  any  petition  presented  to  this 
bodv.  Every  one  is  just  asready  to  debate  this  platter 
now  as  he  will  be  au  hour  hence.  It  will  havea  much 
better  chance  to  stand  on  its  merits  than  it  will  if  mixed 
up  with  the  other  orders.  I  hope  the  assignment 
will  not  be  put  off.  I  did  not  see  the  mistake  on  the 
programme  until  just  now.  My  impression  was  very 
clear,  and  the  Clerk  bears  me  out. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10 — The  Council  seems  to  be 
very  full,  and  the  chances  ate  thai  some  members 
will  be  off  before  Dine  o'clock,  judging  from  our  oast 
experience.  As  the  subject  is  an  important  cne,  I 
hope  the  furtner  assignment  will  not  be  made,  be- 
cause we  want  every  member  here  to  vote  upon  the 
main  question. 

Mr.  Whitinore— I  wish  again  to  say  that  1  think  it 
is  unfair  to  call  for  this  at  an  hour  when  it  was 
not  expected.  I  wish  to  say  most  delibeiately 
and  distinctly,  that,  relying  upon  the  programme, 
1  understood  it  was  to  come  up  at  nine 
o'clock,  and  have  s  1  mentioned  the  fact  to 
several  persons  who  have  sunken  to  me  in  re- 
gard to  it.  It  is  unfair  to  avail  of  a  printer's  error 
in  order  to  hurry  up  the  consideration  of  a  subject  be- 
fore the  time  at  which  it  would  naturally,  according 
to  our  ideas,  be  considered.  If  the  gentleman  in- 
sists. I  give  notice  that  I  shall  move  at  the  earliest 
possible  n.ometit  to  lay  the  matter  upon  the  table 
and  do  whatever  I  can  to  prevent  its  consideration 
at  the  present  time,  if  any  considerable  number  of 
the  Council  will  bear  me  out.  I  supposed  the  pro- 
gramme to  be  right,  and  in  considering  the  business 
of  the  evening,  have  been  entirely  guided  by  the  po- 
sition of  this  matter  in  the  order  of  business.  I  claim 
that  when  the  official  report  is  sent  out  as  the  direc- 
tion by  which  we  are  to  guide  ourselves  for  the  even- 
ing, it  is  unfair  to  take  advantage  of  an  accidental 
error  of  the  printer,  and  use  it  to  disarrange  any 
preconceived  ideas  members  might  have  ler  the 
transaction  of  the  business  of  the  evening.  It  might 
happen  that  members  have  staid  away,  or  gone  away, 
supposing  this  matter  was  coming  up  later.  It 
seems  to  me  it  is  a  dangerous  thing  to  avail  of  the 
error  made  by  the  printer  in  the  programme,  and 
I  hope  the  motion  to  assign  to  nil  e  o'clock  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  printed  programme  will  prevail. 

Mr.  HuDt/rSSS  of  Ward  31—1  do  not  think  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  12  has  covered  himself  lullyin 
giving  as  a  reason  for  the  assignment  that  he  is  afraid 
that  some  persons  have  left  the  hall  or  piay  not  come 
here.  For  I  think  the  debate  will  last  until  nine 
o'clock.  Besides  the  Council  is  unusually  well  atten- 
ded to-night.  How  the  programme  became  changed 
I  do  not  know,  but  I  was  distinct  ir  niy  recollection 
that  tne  hour  was  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Smith  of  W;rd  21— I  hope  it  will  be  assigned 
to  nine  o'clock  tor  the  reasons  giv3n  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12.  I  supposed  it  was  eight  o'clock, 
but  on  looking  over  the  older  of  business  I  saw  it 
wa-  nine,  and  relying  upon  the  usual  correctness  of 
our  Clerk  1  made  my  arrangements  accordingly. 
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Mr.  Devlin  ot'  Ward  13— Ihopethegentb  man  from 
Warrl  11  will  not  press  Ins  motion.  As  one  favoring 
the  maiu  question,  I  do  not  want  to  see  anything 
thrown  in  ltd  w'iiy  to-night.  If  he  persists,  I  am 
afraid  the  main  question  may  be  injured  by  the  de- 
late which  will  arise.  I  don't  think  anything  will 
be  lost  by  lettius  it  go  over  until  nine  o'clock. 

Mr.  Williams— So  far  as  wishing  to  avail  myself  of 
any  clerical  error,  as  the  gcutleman  from  Ward  12 
states,  I  should  like  to  refer  him  to  the  printed  pro- 
ceedings, page  7C2,  in  which  he  will  tind  it  distinctly 
laid  down  that  the  subject  was  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  eight  o'clock.  I  am  not  responsible  for 
the  printing  of  this  programme.  All  I  know  is  the 
proceedings  as  we  have  them,  and  !f  tue  gen- 
tleman will  read  them  he  will  find  it  so 
laid  down.  I  think  the  printed  proceedings  are 
more  official  for  us  to  go  by  than  the  printed 
order  of  business.  1  do  not  see  why  this  matter 
should  not  come  up  in  tne  regular  order  of  proceed- 
ings now.  It  was  spi-cialij  assigned  to  eight  o'clock, 
and  it  is  now  fifteen  minutes  past  eight. 

Mr.  Fitzpafriek  of  Ward  8— This  printed  pro- 
gramme was  sent  to  mv  house,  and  I  rend  this  assign- 
ment as  nine  o'clock.  I  came  near  being  away  until 
uiue.  I  know  one  or  two  members  who  are  away 
who  wish  to  vote  upon  this  question,  aud  I  hope  it 
will  be  assigned  to  nine  o'clock. 

The  motion  to  assign  to  nine  o'clock  was  declared 
carried.  Mr.  "Williams  doubtedthe  vote,  aud  on  his 
motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Means,  of  Ward  20,  stated  that  ou  this  question 
he  had  paired  with  Mr.  Brown,  of  Waid  23,  who  is 
unable  to  be  here. 

Mr.  Whitmore— If  the  gentlemau  paired  on  the 
question  of  assignment,  he  must  have  a  remarkable 
vision. 

Mr.  Moans— I  suppose  it  is  no  more  than  fair  tint 
I  should  pair  with  him  on  all  questions  relating  to 
this  subject. 

Mr.  Emery  of  Ward  18— 1  would  like  t  p  know  on 
which  side  Mr.  Means  and  Mr.  Brown  would  vote. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost,  yeas  26,  nays  36: 

Yeas— Barry,  Bart  ett,  Bovle,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin, 
Conneli,  Oost'-llo,  Cronin,  Daly,  Dennei,  Dcvlii..  C. 
F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Fisk,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan, 
Gove,  Lauten,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Pow- 
ers, Quigley.  Rosnosky,  Teevan,  Walsh,  Whitmore — 
26. 

Nays— Beal,  Bowker,  Brimbecom,  Child,  H.  Clapp, 
Cotton,  Cummiugs,  Dana,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emerv, 
Farwell,  Ford,  Freeman,  Greenough,  Hart,  Hilton. 
Hosley.Huutress.  Lovell,  Mathews,  P.  Morrison,  Mul- 
lett.  Murphy,  Parkman,  Pope,  Pray,  Rogers,  Swan, 
Viles.  Wakefield,  Welch,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Wil- 
liams, Harrison — 36. 

Absent  or  not  voting—  Bige'ow,  Brown.  Harding, 
Maguire,  McCormick,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  Mmius, 
N.  M.  Morrison,  Smith— 9. 

The  question  tben  came  upon  the  acceptance  of 
the  majority  report  recommending  the  passage  of 
an  order  to  purchase  or  take  the  land  ki.own  as  the 
Arnold  Arboretum  for  public  park  purposes,  and 
land  adjoining,  for  an  amount  rot  exceeding  $60,000, 
and  an  order  to  borrow  said  amount,  &c. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  move  the  substitution  of  the  mi- 
nority report,  which  recommends  that  no  action  is 
expedient  at  the  present  time.  I  desire  now  very 
reluctantly  to  take  the  matter  up,  believing  that  it 
was  a  lack  of  judgment  on  the  part  of  the  friends  of 
the  measure,  though  1  may  be  mistaken,  because  I 
feel  under  he  action  that  ha-*  been  taken,  tne  neces- 
sity^ going  into  explanations  about  the  minority 
report  which  I  should  otherwise  have  not  made.  I 
am  happy  to  say  that  both  the  majority  and  minority 
reports  were  drawn  by  myself  as  Clerk  of  the  Com- 
mittee, because  there  was  no  question  whatever  in 
regard  to  the  tacts.  It  was  a  unanimous  report  so 
far  as  ever\  fact  we  mention  was  concerned,  and  the 
only  difference  between  us  was  a?  to  whether  or  not 
the  land  under  the  circumstances,  was  worth  the 
money.  For  my  own  part, I  signed  tnc  minority  report 
for  the  purpo-e  simply  of  bringing  the  facts  fully  be- 
fore the  Council  in  order  that  they  could  make  up 
their  minds.  There  has  been  a  pressure  brought  to 
bear  for  the  adoption  of  this  scheme,  which  I  think  has 
hardlv  a  parallel  of  late  years  in  the  history  of  the 
City  Government.  Every  means  has  been  resorted 
to  to  bring  members  to  vote  for  this  measure.  It  is 
about  the  first  time  in  my  experience  that  I  have 
been  visited  and  t'vreatened  with  condign  political 
punishment  if  I  dared  to  oppose  this  measure.  I 
don't  remember  to  have  had  that  said  to  me  before; 
neither  do  I  thiuk  it  will  make  a  great  deal  of  differ- 
ence with  me  so  far  as  my  conduct  is  concerned. 
But  the  point  remains,  that  there  is  nobody  except  a 
small  clique  who  are  responsible  for  this  action,  and 
who  earnestly  desire  the  taking  of  this  land  in  this 


form.  The  great  differeuce  in  the  cost,  which  was 
the  matter  upon  which  the  committee  split,  is 
owing  to  the  fact  that  certain  persons  wish  to 
have  this  arboretum  laid  out,  not  as  a  parK,  not 
as  a  place  of  public  resort  for  ordinary  people, 
but  because  they  wish  to  have  it  laid  out  with  two 
miles  and  a  half  of  driveway?.  If  I  am  wrong  I  will 
call  upon  my  colleague,  who  had  the  conversation 
with  the  President  of  Harvard  College,  to  correct 
me.  I  say  it  is  not  the  desire  of  the  President 
and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College  for  the  City  ot  Bos- 
ton to  take  any  particuar  action  at  this  time.  The  ex- 
pense of  laying  out  these  carriage  driveways  will  come 
to  something  like  $74,000.  Iu  would  not  cost  one- 
fif  thof  that  amount  to  put  foot  paths  in  those  grounds. 
I  understand  that  the  President,  representing  the 
Fellows,  is  perfectly  indifferent  to  any  cnange  being 
made  or  any  carriage  roads  being  laid  out  through 
that  laud.  Now,  sir,  before  any  other  matter  in  re- 
lation to  parks  is  considered  to-night,  availing  of  a 
clerical  error,  an  attempt  is  being  made  to  force  us 
to  a  vote— not  in  regard  to  a  system  of  parks,  but 
in  regard  to  one  special  park  favorea  by  a 
particular  class  iu  this  community.  I  will  not 
go  into  the  natural  advantages  of  the  Arnold 
Arboretum,  or  the  advantages  of  the  city  owning  a 
share  in  it,  but  I  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  most 
ox  the  main  expense  of  this  taking  arises  from  the 
fact  that  certain  persons  desire  to  have  pleasant 
driveways  through  those  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 
I  say  there  is  no  excuse  for  them,  if  they  intend  in 
this  way  to  influence  the  consideration  of  the  gen- 
eral (jarK  scheme  which  is  before  as,  and  which  but 
for  a  clerical  error  would  have  been  considered  first. 
There  is  no  mistake  about  this  Arnold  Arboretum; 
it  is  a  very  pleasant  piece  of  land,  consisting  of  one 
hill  and  half  another.  As  the  Profes  or  described  it, 
there  is  not  a  foot  of  level  land  in  that  territory.  It 
is  intended  to  lay  out  this  nursery  of  trees,  which  I 
concede  at  once  will  be  done  by  the  trustees  of  the 
Aroold  fund.  They  will  plant  the  trees  where  they 
please,  and  the  roadways  bave  been  laid  out  no 
doubt  judiciously,  so  as  to  go  here  and  there 
and  leave  proper  places  for  the  trees.  But  I 
say  again,  if  anybody  wants  to  go  and  study 
those  tree-,  and  that  is  an  argument  which  has  been 
forcibly  brought  up,  be  has  got  to  get  out  of  his  car- 
riage in  order  to  see  them.  And  yet  the  difference 
between  laying  out  footpaths  all  over  this  property 
and  the  driveways  is  more  than  four-fifths  of  the 
first  cost.  It  is  an  open  question  for  every  one  to 
make  up  bis  mind  about,  whether  it  is  worth  while 
tor  the  city  to  go  into  partnership  with  Harvard  Col- 
lege in  establishing  an  arboretum.  There  is  no  ques- 
tion but  that  the  title  to  the  land  is  perfect,  and  that 
Harvard  College  has  money  sufficient  to  plant  all  the 
trees.  It  I  remember  aught,  the  Professor  stated 
that  in  five  years  eveiyfoot  of  land  snirable  for  trees 
would  be  covered.  I  am  willing  to  concede  that  the 
line  of  driveways  is  very  pretty.  But  the  Council 
must  consider  that  they  are  private,  not  public  ways. 
The  gates  are  to  be  shut  every  night  and  not  to  be 
opened  until  Harvard  College  thinks  proper  in  the 
morning.  I  have  no  doubt  the  college  will  establish 
reasonable  hours  and  that  the  gates  will  be  open  by 
nine  or  ten  o'clock,  with  due  regard  to  the  proper 
carryiug  on  of  the  arboretum.  But  here  is  the  dis- 
tinction between  this  park  and  any  other.  It  is  the 
difference  between  the  Public  Garden  ai-d  the  Com- 
mon. Nearly  the  whole  land  is  devoted  to  a  certain 
purpo-e,  and  rnat  purpose  must  be  carried  out. 
Harvard  College  is  bound  to  use  every  available 
piece  of  laud  for  tiees  for  the  arboretuuj."  The  pub- 
lic will  be  permitted  to  walk  and  drive  around  in  the 
various  parts  of  the  arboretum.  But  the  City  of 
Boston,  although  tominally  having  the  fee  of  the 
land,  is  compelled  to  make  a  perpetual  lease  of  it 
after  they  have  taken  it.  The  city  has  the  joint  use 
of  the  land  with  Harvard  College,  but  the 
arboretum  is  to  be  considered  first.  The  low 
est  estimate  of  the  cost  is  §150,000,  and  the 
highest  about  $200,000.  The  necessary  cost  of 
carrying  it  on  will  be  $15,000  annually,  and  I  think  it 
is  a  low  figure.  In  return  for  that  what  do  we  get? 
We  have  not  a  foot  of  laud.  so|to  speak — the  reserva- 
tions are  so  small.  At  least  five-sixths  of  the  land 
that  we  have  spent  our  money  for  is  beyoud  our 
control  and  not  to  be  used  for  ordinary  purposes.  I 
desire  every  one  to  consider  how  much  $200,000 
would  do  if  spent  on  land  insome  other  location  where 
there  would  be  no  restrictions.  I  know  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  talk  about  the  educational  result*  of 
the  arboretum.  If  that  means  anything,  it  is  a  mere 
bliud.  Harvard  College  has  the  money  to  carry  on 
the  arboretum.  There  will  be  no  more  money  ex- 
pended on  it,  because  the  city  puts  in  $200,000.  They 
nave  money  enough  to  endow  their  professorship ;  they 
will  have  planted  all  the  trees  they  can  in  five  years, 
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and  ihey  will  have  a  surplus  of  money.  If  any  one  in 
Boston  desire*  to  .study  tree  culture,  there  is  not  the 
Bligbtl  >t  doubt  that  Harvard  College  will  do  as  much 
now  a-  they  wi:i  then.  ]  say  again,  it  i-  tor  the  Coun- 
cil to  consider  whether  Che  land  is  worth  tne  money. 
I  do  ma  tor  a  moment  depreciate  this  beautiful  spot, 
it.  will  lie  very  pleasant  to  have  ic.  But  we  are  going 
i  have  it.  It  is  there.  Harvard  College  has  it,  and 
will  continue  to  maintain  it-  The  only  difference  is 
this:  in  a  country  where  there  is  any  desired  amount 
of  magnificent  drives,  we  are  asked  to  lav  out  the.-c 
roads,  twisting  and  turning  through  the  woods  going 
up  bill  and  down,  and  using  asm  neb  land  as  possible 
for  I  lie  purpose.  Look  at  the  plan;  it  is  a  laby- 
rinth in  a  pleasure  garden.  It  is  tor  the  Council  to 
consider  whether  it  is  a  judicious  expenditure  of  the 
public  money,  and  whether  we  cannot  get  as  much 
for  the  money  in  some  other  way  without  the 
rey  frictions.  I  am  prompted  to  say  one  tiling 
on  account  of  the  persistency  with  winch  tins  matter 
has  been  availed  of  by  the  friends  of  this  measure. 
I  came  here  with  *he  firm  intention  to  vote  for  this 
scheme,  if  justice  were  done  to  the  other  classes  of 
tin  community.  But  I  have  seen  how  these  things 
are  managed.  When  the  Back  Bay  scheme  was  be- 
fore the  Council  1  noticed  how  different  sections 
availed  of  it  to  get  what  they  wanted,  aud  the  rest  of 
the  city  had  to  await  its  chance.  It  seems  to  me  that 
is  exactly  what  has  been  attempted  to-night.  From 
all  I  see  aud  bear  around  me,  I  believe  ihat  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Arnold  Aiboretuui  at  thi-  time,  thanks  to 
the  skillul  tactics  of  tbe  geutleuian  who  is  conduct- 
ing it,  means  tne  death  blow  to  the  rtest  Ruxbury 
park,  to  the  East  Bostou  park,  aud  the  South  Boston 
park,  and  for  that  reason,  I  shall  not  vote  for  it  now. 
Mi.  Williams— I  wish  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
had  devoted  more  time  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  aud 
less  lo  trying  to  prejudice  the  minus  of  the  Council. 
But  to  pick  up  a  few  of  the  things  lie  has  mentioned: 

-.  in  the  first  place,  that  the  land  is  not  worth 
the  money.  That  strikes  me  as  being  a  very  singu- 
lar proposition.  We  pav  .$60,000  and  get  a  hundred 
and  sixty-eight  acres  of  iand.  If  the  gentleman  can 
show  as  cheap  a  park  as  that  iu  any  of  the  schemes 
propo.-ed,  I  shall  be  very  much  surprised,  but  the 
facts  in  the  case  are  that  the  college  offers  to  the 
City  of  Boston  120  acres  of  land  for  nothing.  At  the 
Barae  rate  at  which  the  other  forty-eight  acres  are 
held,  that  would  come  to  about  $150,000.  That 
i-  to  siv,  me  city  has  an  equivalent  of  a  gift 
of  8150,000  towards  a  palk,  and  in  addition 
to  that  88000  a  year  is  guaranteed  towards 
the  expense  of  that  park.  In  all  the  schemes 
brought  before  us  there  is  none  in  which 
so  liberal  an  offer  has  been  made  to  tin-  City  of  Bos- 
ton. 1  speak  of  other  schemes.  Last  yea<  I  was  op- 
posed to  them.  This  year  I  do  not  feel  that  I  shall 
lie  called  upon  to  oppose  all  of  these  park  measures. 
As  to  taking  advantage  of  any  clerical  error  in  call- 
ing the  matter  Up,  1  do  not  think  that  was  made  by 
me,  but  rather  by  the  aentleman  fioui  Ward  12,  who 
should  have  consulted  the  official  report  rather  than 
the  printed  programme  for  the  assignment.  Tne 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  says  a  small  clique  arc  in 
favor  of  tins.  If  the  ge  lleroan  will  look  over  th« 
names  on  this  petition  in  favor  of  the  Arnold  Ar- 
boretum, I  do  not  tnink  he  will  find  those  of  eithera 
small  clique  or  small  section  of  the  city,  but  that 
they  represent  a  very  large  number  of  people  aud 
very  large  interests.  As  to  closing  these  grounds  at 
night,  I  do  not  know  how  much  use  the  gentlemen 
from  Ward  12  expects  will  be  made  of  these  parks 
at  night,  but  my  impression  is  that  tnat  counts 
for  nothing  at  all,  and  I  must  confess  I  no  not  see 
the  force  of  the  objection.  The  principal  reason  whs 
the  college  come  to  the  city  and  are  willing  to  make 
a  mutual  agreement,  is  tbat  they  have  an  income  of 
eight  thousauo  dollars,  that  they  have  the  arbore- 
tum, and  are  compelled  to  go  ahead  ami  carry  it  out. 
But  they  say  their  funds  are  not  sufficient  to  open 
the  grounds  to  the  public  as  they  would  wish,  and  if 

irryitoutas  it  is,  it  is  simply  a  private  en- 
re.  They  cannot  police  it,  and  it  is  simply  a 
garden  with  a  fence  around  it  which  the  public  can- 
not jjet  into.  If  the  city  choose  to  lay  i'  out  like  any 
other  piece  of  park  oropertyand  police  it,  the  college 
►av  thev  will  throw  the  grounds  opeu  to  the  public 
and  wiu  bear  what  will  be  eventually  the  largest  por- 
)  the  expense  of  carrying  on  the  arboretum.  I 
do  not  think  any  olfer  has  been  made  so  favorably 
for  the  city  as  this,  and  I  hope  it  will  meet  with  the 
favorable  consideration  of  this  Council. 

Mr.  <  iiinuinigs  of  Ward  10— I  regret  very  much  to 
see  the  feeling  that  appeal's  to  be  manifested  in  the 
discussion  bv  the  member  from  Ward  12.  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  if  he  came  here  to-night  with  the 
intention  of  voting  for  the  Arnold  Arboretum,  as  he 
says  he  did,— an. i  of  course  he.woul  t   not  come  here 


with  that  intention  unless  he  conscientious)}  believed 
it  tor  the  interests  of  the  city  to  take  it, — 1  regret  that 
he  is  disposed  to  sacrifice  the  interests  of  the  city  on 
account  Of  any  want  of  discretion  on  the  part  of  auy 
member  of  this  body.  The  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  stated  correctly  that  he  wrote  both  ti.e  majority 
and  minority  reports.  When  the  evidence  was  in  we 
all  felt  that  the  propriety  of  taking  the  arboretum 
turned  upon  the  question  of  expense.  I  was  one  of 
the  majority  vvho.after  giving  the  matter  a  great  deal 
of  conscientious oousideratiou,cauie  to  the  conclusion 
that,  notwithstanding  the  expense  which  we  found 
would  r.ecessaiily  follow  the  taking  of  this  land,  it 
would  be  greatly  for  the  interest  of  the  city  to  take 
it.  Now  in  regard  to  the  position  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege. I  suppose  I  was  the  member  of  the  committee 
referred  to  who  bad  an  interview  with  President 
Elliot.  I  have  ascertained  the  views  of  other  mem- 
bers of  the  corporation.  The  idea  of  the  city  taking 
this  arboretum  did  not  originate  with  the  college, 
but  came  from  the  Bark  Commissioners.  The  Presi- 
dent and  Fellows  of  Harvard  College  never  thought 
of  it.  But  the  College  has  this  tract  of  128  acres 
which  vvas  left  to  mem,  as  appears  bv  the  appendix 
to  the  report,  by  the  late  Mr.Buzzey.  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  college  to  establish  a  system  ot  in- 
struction in  agriculture  and  kindred  subjects. 
Afterwards  Mr.  Arnold  let,,  the  college  quite 
a  large  sum  of  money  upon  another  trust, 
that  of  giving  instruction  iu  the  culture  of 
trees,  and  the  college  combined  the  two.  They 
have  ibis  large  tract  of  land,  and  a  fund  sufficient  to 
enable,  them  to  carry  out  the  trusts  imposed  upon 
them,  and  they  have  a  lew  students.  Apparently  it 
occurred  to  the  Park  Commissioners  that  the  public 
ot  Boston  might  derive  benefit  from  it  without  auy 
barm  to  the  college,  and  apparently  the  college  au- 
tnorities  felt  the  same  way,  and  had  a  disposition  to 
allow  Hie  public  some  use  of  these  lands,  provided  it 
could  be  done  without  interfering  with  the  trust. 
The  proposition  was  that  the  city  should  take  the 
arboretum  under  the  Park  act,  which  was  necessary 
iu  order  lo  Dl'otect  the  city,  and  as  the  college  were 
to  give  up  to  the  city  this  territory  which  thev  are  to 
devote  to  certain  trusts,  in  order  to  do  their  duty  by 
Mr.  Buzzey  and  Mr.  Arnold  they  felt  that  the  Citv 
should  do  something  so  that  the  trusts  could 
oe  carried  out  just  as  well  after  the  city  had 
taken  the  iand  as  before.  The  college  desire  the 
city  to  take  the  tract  of  land  at  the  corner  of 
centre  and  Buzzev  streets.  The  rest  of  the  land  the 
college  do  nut  desire  to  be  taken  at  all,  but  that  is  to- 
be  takeu  under  the  proposition  of  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners, because  to  make  this  land  available  it  is  ne 
cessarv  to  have  an  outlet  and  inlet.  The  irregular 
tract  ot  land  that  appears  on  this  plan,  tbat  runs  out 
on  the  right,  is  taken  for  the  interests  nf  the  city, 
and  nor  at  all  for  the  interest  of  the  college.  Now  in 
regard  to  the  carriage  roads:  I  thinK  the  geutle'nan 
from  Ward  12  is  ri.jht.  The  college  do  not  want 
the  carriage  road;  they  only  want  tbe  arboretum. 
But  they  are  willing  to  let  the  city  have  the  carriage 
roads.  Members  of  the  Council  will  bear  in  mind 
that  the  order  before  them  is  not  to  build  carriage 
roads.  But  tbe  majority  of  tbe  committee,  alter  full 
consideration, were  convinc 3d  that  the  carriage  roads 
were  necessary  for  the  interests  of  he  city.  T'uey  are 
desirable  in  order  that  the  public  may  have  an  op- 
portunity to  go  through  the  grounds.  They  are  de- 
sirable iu  order  to  police  the  grounds.  It  will  be 
necessarv  to  have  a  couple  of  mounted  policemen. 

Mr.  Wliitmore— Does  not  Hie  order  before  us  carry 
with  it  the  agreement  to  build  those  roans'.' 

Mr.  Cumniings— Certainly ,  and  I  will  speak  of 
that.  The  committee  believed  that  it  was  desirable 
at  this  time  to  have  an  agreement  with  Harvard  Col- 
lege that  we  could  have  the  roads, because  unless 
that  entered  into  the  agreement,  if  tin  land  was 
planted  over  with  trees,  Harvard  College  might  rea- 
sonably object  to  our  putting  two  and  a  ball  miles 
of  roadway  through  there.  Therefore  Che  city  does 
agree  to  build  this  system  of  roads.  It  agrees  to  this 
particular  system  in  order  that  the  superinten- 
dent of  the  arboretum  may  plant  bis  trees  ac- 
cordingly. But  the  city  is  not  required  to  build  the 
road  for  twenty  years.  The  Superintendent  states 
that  he  would  prefer  that  the  city  should  not  build 
its  roads  for  five  or  six  years,  as  he  desires  to  plant 
trees  aloiif i  them,  and  give  them  an  opportunity  to 
grow  to  such  an  extent  that  they  would  not  be  read- 
ily killed.  The  building  of  the  roads  and  all  these 
other  expenses  can  be  deferred  for  a  great  many 
years  until  the  citizens  of  Bostou  demand  them. 

Mr.  Clapo  of  Ward  24— -Arc  the  public  allowed 
in  there  until  the  roads  are  built? 

Mr.  Cumniings— Yes,  the  public  will  be  allowed  iu 
there.  In  order  to  anticipate  the  gentleman's  argu- 
ment   which    I   see   he   may    make,    the     point  is 
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that  tbe  public  would  not  go  there  much 
until  the  roads  are  built.  It  will  not  be 
attractive  except  to  pedestrians.  The  pub- 
lic cannot  go  theie  very  well  without  tnese  roads 
Now,  there  is  one  unfortunate  clause  in  the  majority 
report,  winch  was  drawn  by  the  member  from  Ward 
12,  and  it  was  an  inadvertence  on  his  part.  It  states 
that  ilnr  result,  will  be  an  attempt  to  cany  on  a  pub- 
ic arboretum,  an  experiment  which|it  is  believed  has 
never  been  tried  elsewhere.  The  committee  did  not 
mean  by  that  that  the  city  would  carry  on  the  arbo- 
retum. Tue  cily  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  arbore- 
tum as  such.  The  college  carries  on  the  arboretum, 
and  the  city  uses  this  tract  of  land  as  a  park.  In  the 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  tbe  committee,  such  use 
by  the  two  parties  is  not  inconsistent.  The  city  sim- 
ply uses  its  park,  tbe  arboretum  which  Harvard  Col- 
lege is  carr;.  ing  on.  It  is  stated  by  the  member  from 
Ward  1,  that  these  grounds  are  to  be  opened  at 
some  hour  in  the  morning  when  it  happens  to 
suit  Harvard  College.  It  was  distinctly  stated 
by  the  Superintendent,  th^t  it  was  his  opin- 
ion that  the  grounds  should  be  open  from  sunrise  to 
sunset.  He  thought  that  many  people,  early  risers, 
go  there  at  an  eariy  nour  in  the  morning.  The  mem- 
ber from  AVard  12  tries  to  draw  a  distinction— and  so 
far  as  it  is  fair  the  Council  will,  of  course,  consider 
it — between  these  grounds  and  others  which  the  city 
might  have  for  a  park.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  public 
will  have  as  much  use  of  the  Arnold  Aiboreuun 
grounds  as  if  they  condemned  the  land  under  the 
park  act  and  paid  Harvard  College  full  damages 
therefor,  instead  of  paying  no  damages.  In  other 
words  the  public  will  have  more  rights  in  the  Arnold 
Arboretum  than  thev  have  on  Boston  Common  or 
the  Public  Garden  to-day.  There  will  be  no  sign 
up  to  keep  off  the  grass;  the  public  will  be  al- 
lowed to  go  anywhere  over  the  arboretum  ex- 
cept about  ten  acres  ;  the  roads  and  the  oic- 
nickmg  grounds  are.  to  be  absolutely  within  the 
control  of  the  citizens.  In  the  otuer  grounos  Har 
vard  College  is  to  retain  just  enough  rights  in  the 
land  to  enable  them  to  carry  out  their  trusts.  Everyc 
thing  else  is  reserved  tor  the  city.  The  city  retains 
tbe  tee  in  the  land,  but  leases  most  of  it  back  to  the 
college  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  them  to  carry 
out  these  trusts.  The  city  gives  them,  and  the  col- 
lege requires  no  other  rights.  The  cultivation  of 
these  trees  will  not  interfere  with  (he  use  of  the 
land  for  a  park.  Suppose  the  West  Roxbury  land 
is  taken  and  laid  out  as  a  park.  The  city  will  make 
regula'ious  as  to  the  use  of  the  park  lands:  other- 
wise they  will  be  destroyed.  The  rules  of  the  city 
will  be  more  stringent  than  any  made  by  Harvard 
College.  In  other  words,  I  think  the  public  will  uave 
mor-j  right  there  than  on  any  other  ground  used  as  a 
common  or  public  park.  Now  as  to  the  expense: 
Under  this  proposition  the  city  is  simply  to  be  at  tue 
annual  expense  necessary  to  keep  in  order  tne  lands  of 
which  they  have  the  fee  and  which  they  do  not,  lease 
to  tue  college,viz:  theroads  and  the  picnicing  grounds. 
The  college  bears  the  whole  expense  of  taking  care 
ot  tne  lands,  leased  back  to  them.  They  would  be 
glad  to  have  tbe  picnie  grounds  leased  back  to  tnem, 
and  take  charge  of  them  also,  but  I  should  not  favor 
that.  Consequently  as  has  been  stated  by  tbe  mem- 
ber from  Ward  11,  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any 
scheme  before  us  whereby  the  citizens  of  Boston  will 
get  one-tilth  part  as  much  lor  tneir  money  as  rhey 
will  trom  this  one.  The  minimum  estimate  of  the 
expense  is  1150,000,  and  the  maximum  $200,000.  the 
committee  tried  to  be  very  frank  with  the  Council 
aod  the  public  about  this  matter.  Any  member 
can  reckon  it  for  himself  —  $150,000  tor  land, 
$74,000  lor  roads,  make  $134,000.  It  will  be  neces- 
sary to  erect  a  pavilion,  some  buildings  for  sanitary 
purposes.  Water  will  have  to  be  brought  in.— it  is 
already  in  Centre  street,— and  a  few  fountains  will  be 
all  that  is  necessary,  and  these  may  cost  $16,000 
more.  My  estimate  is  that  the  expense  will  not  ex- 
ceed $160,000.  Now  as  to  the  annual  expense:  The 
member  from  Ward  12  thicks  it  will  be  $10,000,  but 
tbe  report  to  whic     he  agreed  states  it  will  be  $10,- 

000  if  not  more.  It  will  be  necessary  to  have  four  or 
five  policemen,  some  small  drinking  fountains,  ana 
water  closets,  and  the  college  will  bear  all  the  rest. 

1  think  tuat  $160,000  as  the  first  cost,  and  $12,000  a 
year  afterwards,  are  just  about  the  true  state  of  the 
case.  The  city  will  have  two  and  a  bait  miles  of 
beautiful  driveways,  twenty-two  acres  of  picnicing 
grounds,  free  access  from  sunrise  to  sunset  to  this 
whole  tract  of  land,  with  ui^re  rights  than  the  public 
have  on  Boston  Common  or  the  Public  Garden,  to- 
day, or  will  have  in  tne  West  Roxbur.v,  South  Bos- 
ton, or  any  other  park,  provided  those  schemes  go 
through.  The  reason  wby  we  stall  have  more 
rights  is  because  the  Professor  and  bis  employ- 
ees will    be  on    the  grounds,    and  will    take  much 


better  care  of  them  than  a  public  officer 
will.  I  hope  this  proposition  will  go  through.  I 
think  the  public  demand,  and  they  justly  demand,  ir. 
Ths  scheme  will  appear  more  aud"  mere  meritorious, 
the  more  anybody  examines  it.  I  have  bad  certain 
fluctuations  of  opinion  myself  in  regard  to  this  ques 
tioa.  I  was  somewhat  staggered  when  I  ascertained 
what  the  expense  was  to  be,  but  after  giving  the 
matter  full  consideration,  Z  was  fully  satisfied  that 
the  city  would  get  its  money's  worth  and  a  greir  deal 
more.  Hence  I  signed  tbe  majority  jeport,  and 
have  not  changed  my  mind  since. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18— My  colleague  on  the  com- 
mittee has  gon<j  over  the  case  so  fully  that  tie  has 
hardly  left  me  anything  to  say.  The  first  question 
we  asked  when  we  went  up  on  this  committee  was, 
are  there  any  legal  impediments  in  the  way.  Those 
were  all  brushed  away.  Tnere  are  no  legal  impedi- 
ments in  the  way,  and  we  shall  have  this  land 
for  a  paik  as  prae^eally  as  if  we  went  there  and 
bought  so  much  land.  In  an  interview  with  John 
Quincy  Adams,  the  chai  man  of  the  committee  of 
Harvard  College  hi  relation  to  this  matter,  he  s,.id 
the  College  did  not  care  if  those  roads  were  not  built 
for  twenty  years.  His  idea  was  ro  build  them  grad- 
ually All  tbat  expense  has  got  to  go  into  the  tax 
Uvy.  All  vie  have  to  pay  out  now  is  the  s 60,000. 
The  cost  of  building  the  roads  and  taking  care  ot  the 
grounds  hereafter  will  be  raised  by  taxation,  and 
will  be  no  more  for  this  land  than  for  any  other  park 
land.  The  cost  will  be  less  to  begin  with,  and  less 
from  year  to  year  than  any  park  lauds  we  can  have. 
If  the  thing  goes  on  as  Mr.  Sargent  who  is  in 
charge  gives  us  to  understand,  we  shall  have  some- 
thing there  that  strangers  coming  to  Hoston  will 
be  more  likely  to  visit  than  anything  else. 
There  is  nothing  in  this  country  like  it.  It 
looks  to  me  as  ii  it  will  do  more  to  develop 
education  in  tree  culture  in  the  New  England  States, 
than  anything  we  have;  and  we  get  it  for  almost 
nothing.  The  grounds  on  the  hill  tops  are  to  be 
taken  care  of  for  nothing.  The  trees  set  out  tnere 
would  be  almost  identically  the  same  we  would 
nut  upon  any  park  land,  and  furthermore  they 
will  be  much  better  than  anything  we  should  put 
out;  they  will  be  much  more  expensive.  They  will 
establish  a  museum  there,  showin?  every  Kind  of 
wood  grown  there,  and  what  can  be  done  with  it — 
exhibiting  it  in  all  stages  from  that  of  nature  to  the 
highest  finish  of  art.  It  does  seem  to  me  that  if  we 
have  any  scheme  that  we  can  afford  to  say  unani- 
mously, and  that  every  person  in  Boston  would  say 
ought  to  be  passed,  it  does  seem  that  this  is  the  one, 
and  I  hope  the  orders  will  pass  as  reported. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Watd  24—1  signed  the  minority  re- 
port aod  think  I  went  into  this  subject  very  care- 
fully. I  did  not  come,  here  to  vote  for  it,  as  has  been 
said  of  th<!  gentleman  from  Ward  12 — but  perhaps  ic 
was  misunderstood;  I  don't  tbmk  he  cme  here  this 
evening  to  vote  for  it.  This  comes  to  us  in  the  form 
of  an  order  to  spend  $60,000  for  an  ;.rboretum,  or  in 
other  words  a  school  for  the  study  of  tue  cultme  of 
trees.  I  have  beea  trying  to  rind  out  where  this  orig- 
inated. It  surely  did  not  originate  with  the  City  of 
Boston  as  represented  by  its  government;  and  we 
have  been  told  in  the  committee  tbat  it  did  not  origi- 
nate with  Harvard  College.  To  my  mind  it  must  be 
either  a  phantasy  of  the  Park  Commissioners,  or  a 
scheme  of  individuals  perhaps  for  personal  glorifica- 
tion or  pub.ic  notoriety.  My  theory  is  the  latter,  aud 
I  am  free  to  confess  that  I  believe  this  scheme  orig- 
inated in  the  mind  of  one  indivioual;  tbat  he  is  anx- 
ious to  try  an  experiment  which  has  never  been  tried 
but  once  before,  taking  his  evid  nee,  and  theu  it  was 
au  ignominious  failure.  1  appreciate  the  gentleman's 
motives,  ana  respect  them  as  I  do  him,  because  I 
think  he  is  in  earnest.  Butltbirk  he  is  weaving  a 
net  with  the  aid  of  an  ignorant  public  to  ensnare 
himself,  and  I  think  he  is  trying  to  gtt  the  Ci'y  Gov- 
ernment within  that  net.  Now,  sir,  we  are  asked  to 
appropriate  $60,000,  and  what  for?  Simuly  to  buy 
land  to  give  away.  H  gentlemen  will  look  at  the 
report,  at  Appendix  D,  they  will  find  that  the  city- 
agree  to  take  certain  tracts  of  land  adjacent  to  the 
arboretum,  in  alt  about  40  acres;  al-o  the  entire  land 
now  occupied  by  tbe  arboretum,  and  devote  it  to 
park  purposes.  By  following  this  through  they  will 
then  see  what  tbe  city  is  bound  to  do.  What  do  we 
get  in  return  for  such  an  agreement  on  the 
part  of  the  city?  The  President  and  Fellows 
are  to  agree  to  release  all  claim  for  pecu- 
niary damage,  to  suffer  all  their  goods  and  plan  a- 
tions  to  ba  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  public  at  all 
reasonable  times,  subject  to  tbe  regulations  above 
mentioned — iu  other  words,  subject  to  such  reason- 
able rules  aud  regulations  as  to  their  use  by  the  pub- 
lic as  may  be  found  necessary  to  secure  tbe  efficient 
execution  of  the  trusts,  of  whiev  the  President  and 
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Fellows  of  Harvard  College  are  to  be  the  judges.  Is 
there  a  gentleman  in  this  room  who  believes  that  the 
city  should  make  >ucU  a  blind  contract  as  that?  That 
it  should  make  a  contract  to  lease  its  lands  forever, 
on  which  and  over  which  it  is  never  ro  nave  control. 
I  do  not  believe  tbe  city  lias  any  rignt  to  do  it.  1 
contend  tbat  the  citv  has  no  right  to  take  this  land 
under  the  Park  act,  trom  the  taxpayers,  and  then 
deed  it  to  Harvard  College,  and  if  the  City  Council 
does  it,  it  will  misrepresent  the  interests  of  tbe  tax- 
paj  era.  A?  regards  the  question  of  educational  pui- 
idvanceef  by  the  gentleman  from  Wardl8,"my 
attention  was  called  to  a  piece  in  the  Advertiser  a 
clay  or  two  ago  [reading]: 

"lo  treating  the  arboretum  simply  as  a  pleasure 
ground  the  committee  has  singularly  failed  to  grasp 
the  i.ica  which  underlies  tbe  scheme  and  makes  it 

worthy   of  real   consideration It  is  simply  a 

question  with  Sbeui  whether  the  right  to  use  the  ar- 
boretum grounds  as  a  place  of  public  recreation, 
very  much,  they  soy,  as  the  Common  is  used,  is 
worth  to  the  city  what  it  will  cost  to  put  into  execu- 
tion the  suggestions  ot  the  Park  Commissioners 

The  educational  advantages  which  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton might  acquire  from  the  tree  use  of  the  arbo- 
retum, is  not.  however,  considered  in  any  of  their 
various  aspects  by  the  committee." 

Now.  Jlr.  President,  I  think  that  every  gentleman 
in  this  Council  fully  realizes  the  fact  that  the  City  of 
Boston  provides  liberally  for  its  educational  branches, 
Bv  looking  at  tbe  estimates  we  will  see  that  our  city 
supplies  all  the  advantages  of  education  which  any 
other  city  ill  this  country  does.  I  hardly  think  then, 
with  the  large  expendiures  for  schools,  tbat  this  city 
can  afford  io  go  into  a  branch  of  education  which 
has  never  been  established  before,  and  tbat  is  the 
study  ol  tbe  planting  and  growth  of  trees  and  Bhruos. 
As  I  have  said  before,  I  think  that  the  city  has  no 
right  to  do  it  simply  on  account  of  ns  educational 
advanages,  and  on  that  grouud  alone  I  should  vote 
against  it.  So  far  as  tbe  question  of  parks  is  con- 
cerned I  think  that i- preposterous  m  connection  with 
the  arboretum.  I  have  had  occasion  during  the  sum- 
mer to  visit  several  parks  in  some  of  our  sister  cities, 
and  have  been  very  much  pleased  to  see  the  youDg  peo 
pie  enjoy  themselves.and  the  healthful  recreation  af- 
forded them.  But  I  contend  that  If  we  attempt  to 
turn  this  into  a  park,  we  shall  uitet  with  vers  little 
success,  to  say  the  least.  We  shall  have  on  tile  top 
of  a  ver)  large  hill,  a  few  acres  of  laud  sparsely  cov- 
ered with  trees,  where  the  public  can  go,  sit  in  the 
sun,  •  at  their  lunches  aud  picnic;  but  other  than 
that,  there  is  no  place  outside  of  the  road  where  the 
public  can  go.  They  can  go  out  there  aud  walk  or 
drive  through  the  roads,  but  can  have  no  athletic 
amusements,  and  cannot  picnic  except  in  one  par- 
ticular spot.  Therefore,  for  park  purposes,  if  1  un- 
derstand what  a  park  means,  it  hardly  meets  the  re- 
quirements. Then  in  this  light,  considering  that  it 
will  not  meet  tbe  requirement  of  a  park,  I  hardly 
feel  that  the  city  can  afford  to  spend  this  mouey  to 
establish  a  large  nursery.  I  hardly  feel  that 
the  citv  can  afford  to  carry  Boston  Common 
out  into  tiie  suburbs.  Gentlenieu  have  said 
tbat  this  land  will  cost  {611,000.  1  would  like  to  refer 
tiicm  to  the  appendix,  showing  that  the  land  in  1880 
was  assessed  for  $30,600.  The  asking  price  on  that, 
with  tbe  exception  of  three  lots,  was  $119,000  nearly 
400  pet  cent,  above  the  assessed  valuation — and  there 
is  one  lot  it  is  impossible  to  buy,  which  we  can  take 
of  course.  But  lam  free  to  confess,  and  I  think 
every  gentleman  here  will  agree  witu  me,  tbat  with 
an  asking  price  of  400  per  cent,  on  the  a-sessed  value, 
it  will  be  pretty  difficult  to  buy  the  land  tor  100 
per  cent,  above  it.  even  with  a  jury  on  your  own 
s  de.  Therefore,  I  think  the  cost  of  ibe  iand  will 
far  excei  and  if  the  Park  Commissioner!) 

cannot  buy  it  tor  that,  I  don't  think  we  shall  ever 
arboretum.  .Mote  than  that, all  that  lia-  been 
said  in  this  report  as  'lie  minimum  price  is  $150,000, 
Mr.  "-argent  says  himself  that  he  would  not  un- 
dertake to  build  tins  two  miles  aud  a  half  of 
road,  aud  put  in  the  sanitary  conveniences  for 
le./s  than  $200,000.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
tbe  City  ot  Boston  can  do  this  as  cheaply  a-  a  private 
individual  can.  I  think  a200,000  is  a  very  low  esti 
mate.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  think  the  city 
will  be  -pending  a  large  amount  of  mouey  lor  which 
it  will  get  very  little.  It  has  been  said  that  this  is 
pushed  by  a  -mall  clique,  ami  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11  -ay-  ibis  petition  does  not  represent  a  small 
clique.  No,  1  don't  think  it  does;  but  I  think  it 
would  be  ju-t  as  easy  to  get  a  petition  for  anything 
else.  It  is  one  of  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  to 
have  a  petition  ,igued.  So  tares  tbe  petition  goes, 
or  the  names  tbat  are  attached  to  it,  that  does  not 
have  tbe  least  weight  with  me.  1  do  not  think  that 
twentv-tive  men  of  all  the  petitioners  looked  into  it. 


More  than  half  of  them  beiieve  the  total  expense 
is  $60,000,  .My  colleague  ou  tbe  committee  has  said 
that  these  roans  need  not  be  built  lor  twenty  years. 
I  do  not  believe  I  am  so  far  mistaken  or  that  my 
memory  's  so  treacherous,  as  to  forget  for  one  mo- 
ment that  Mr.  Sargent,  the  gentleman  having  this 
matter  in  charge,  distinctly  said  the  public  could  not 
be  admitted  there -that  he  would  not  in  the  first 
place,  and  more  than  all  that  they  could  nut  be  ad- 
mitted there — without  these  roads  are  built,  for  the 
reason  tbat  they  are  planting  and  transplanting' 
trees  all  tbe  time.  I  contend  that  the  pubdc  cannot 
be  admitted  there  without  the  streets  are  built,  and 
there  is  no  use  to  have  the  police  there  without  there 
arc  roads.  Therefore  if  we  are  not  to  have  roads,  it 
is  mere  foolishness  to  spend  #60,00(1  for  the  land,  f 
will  simply  say  one  thing  more.  I  believe  this  ar- 
boretum io  going  to  be  there;  that  the  city  is  goiug 
to  have  all  the  privileges  of  the  arboietutn: 
that  if  there  is  auy  gentleman  in  this  Council 
at  all  anxious  to  study  that  branch  ot  edu- 
cation, he  can  go  out  there,  look  at  the  grounds  and 
trees,  and  get  all  the  information  he  desires  without 
the  city  spending  a  single  dollar.  I  believe  they 
would  like  to  have  the  citizens  go  out  there,  as  tbat 
would  be  likely  to  give  them  a  few  additional 
students — which  I  understand  are  pretty  scarce. 
Therefore  I  think  it  is  unreasonable  to  spend  money 
to  go  into  a  partnership,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  says,  in  which  our  partner  is  going  to  get  all  the 
proii.s.  and  therefore  I  don't  believe  the  Council  is 
going  t6  vote  tor  any  such      easure. 

Mr.  (ireenougn  ol  Ward  9 — I  propose  to  speak  but 
for  a  moment  on  this  question.  The  ground  uas 
been  covered  by  what  has  been  said  pro  and  con. 
The  only  difficulty  I  have  thought  ot  was  the  neces- 
sary expenditure  in  laying  out  the  roads  at  once.  Since 
we  have  found  it  is  not  necessary  to  undertake  the 
building  of  the  roads  until  weareready  tor  them, and 
that  $U0,0U0  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  spend  at 
present,  it  seems  to  me  we  are  going  to  get  a  very 
large  return  for  our  money.  It  has  been  clearly  set 
forth  that  practically  for  the  expenditure  of  $00,000 
we  are  to  have  a  park,  a  picnieiag  place,  and  a 
chance  to  drive  through  the  grounds  whenever  we 
choose  to  lay  out  the  roads.  But  there  is  one  thing  I 
wish  to  call  attention  to,  which  has  not  been  alluded 
to  to-night:  tbe  absolute  unanimity  of  tbe  public  on 
this  subject.  So  fir  as  I  have  seen,  there  is  not  a 
newspaper  in  Boston  which  has  not  endorsed  the 
scheme,  and  that  is  very  rare.  Several  societies 
have  endorsed  it  very  hearrily;  the  Agricultural  So- 
ciety comes  to  mv  imud  as  one,  and  the  Society 
of  .Natural  History  has  petitioned  foi  it.  As 
for  this  petition  winch  the  gentleman  throws  cold 
water  upon,  I  most  say  it  is  the  strongest  I  have 
ever  seen  here.  It  is  easy  to  get  up  a  petition 
tor  any  object,  but  a  petition  as  strong  as  that 
from  men  of  boto  parties,  and  iroui  some  of  our 
strongest  capitalists,  demands  attention.  I  suy  that 
wheu  a  project  comes  here  with  a  backing  like  that, 
we  want  to  give  it  seine  attention.  The  appropria- 
tion of  ,$UO,000  has  been  considered  by  those  gentle- 
men, and  we  have  no  right  to  say  tnat  they  have  not 
taken  the  other  expenditures  iuto  consideration.  I 
should  say  there  must  be  a  huudred  million  dollars 
represented  on  that  paper,  nearly  one-sixth  of  the 
valuation  of  Boston.  I  say  that  such  a  petition  de- 
mands attention.  After  the  universal  opinion  which 
has  been  expressed  by  the  people  of  Boston,  even  if  I 
were  not  of  the  same  mind,  1  think  I  should  allow 
myself  to  be  turned  in  tbat  direction.  1  trust  that  no 
sneers  of  the  gentleman  Iroui  Ward  12  at  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  11  and  bis  section  getting  what  it 
wants,  will  prevent  us  from  fairly  considering  this 
question.  I  trust  that  every  tub  will  stand  on  its 
own  bottom  and  thai  we  shall  adopt  the  majority  re- 
port. 

Mr.  -Smith  of  Ward  21— The  only  thing  that  .vould 
convince  me  that  I  ought  to  vote  for  this  scheme  is 
tlii-  petition*  I  lind  the  names  of  a  good  many  men 
there  that  I  know  to  be  honorable  and  highmimb-.d, 
nut  I  don't  believe  when  they  signed  tin-  petition 
tbl  v  knew  what  they  were  signing,  or  what  the  City 
of  Boston  wastoget.  I  have  not  been  in  a  public 
place  for  the  last  throe  weeks  without  sc-ing  one  of 
these  petitions.  The  city  has  been  canvassed  thor- 
ougbl".'  for  tnost*  names.  As  the  gentleman  from 
Waro  9  says,  the  press  has  been  almost  a  unit  in  fa- 
vor of  it.  Either  the  press  don't  know  anything 
more  about  it  than  the  signers  ot  this  petition  do,  or 
else  they  are  acting  in  tne  interest  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege. 1  1 1  ml  such  a  communicatiou  as  this  in  the 
rlerald : 

"The  members  of  the  City  Government,  in  reject- 
ing the  arboretum  proposition,  do  not  show  them- 
selves very  good  business  men.  They  give  up  the 
chances  of  acquiring  property  worth  at  present  prices 
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more  than  $750,000,  for  the  sake  of  saving  $60,000. 
The  City  of  Boston  cauriot  afford  to  throw  away  such 
a  chance  of  securing  a  valuable  property  at  a  mere 
nominal  price,  and  the  sooner  the  action  ot  the 
Coun  il    at   its  last  meeting  is  revised  the  better." 

That  is  the  way  1  suppose  almost  everybody  who 
signe  i  that  petition  looked  at  it.  I  am  in  favor  ot 
this  arboretum,  and  have  been  from  the  first.  I 
shall  be  glad  to  vote  for  it  The  only  objection  I 
have  to  it  is  that  broughc  up  by  Mr.  Wbituiore,  that 
tbe  agreement  is  such  that  no  man  actiug  for  the 
interest  of  the  city  can  vote  tor  it  conscientiously. 
That  is  the  way  it  rejds,  or  else  I  cannot  under- 
stand the  English  language.  Now,  sir,  I  tnink  that 
is  the  very  point  that  should  be  looked  at. 
The  Sunday  Herald,  a  short  time  ago,  said: 

"All  of  this  great  benefit-  of  a  beautiful  park,  lree  of 
expense  to  the  city,  ready  for  use  witbin  a  vear,  and 
worth  nearly  $1,000,000,  for  tbe  mere  bagatelle  of 
$60,000!  The  wonder  is  that  the  City  Council  does 
not  jump  at  the  chance.  Our  estimable  neigh- 
bor, the  Advertiser,  well  characterizes  the  strange 
hesitation  of  the  i.ouncilmen  as  -appearing  very 
much    like    looking   a   gift  horse    in  the  mouth.'  " 

In  these  enlightened  days  I  don't  believe  people 
are  giving  away  first-class  horses.  I  don't  know 
any  who  are  I  should  not  only  look  in  his 
mouth,  but  at  bis  eyes,  and  legs,  and  see  that  he  is 
sound.  After  that  I  should  look  at  his  bill 
of  sale,  and  see  if  the  horse  really  belonged  to 
me,  or  if  I  was  to  feed  him  aud  gethitu  in  good 
condition  tor  bis  real  owner.  That  seems  to  be  the 
tenor  of  this  agreement.  It  is  said  we  are  to  get  all 
this  land  for  $60,000.  Now  let  us  see  about  it.  We 
buy  44  acres  of  land  for  $60,000  if  we  can  get  it;  then 
we  take  the  arrmretuni  property  under  tbe  Park  act, 
and  deed  the  whole  thing  back  to  Harvard  College. 
or  lease  it  in  perpetuity,  except  the  part  necessary 
for  streets.  Of  course,  to  carrv  on  this  aesthetic  f arm 
properly,  there  must  be  means  of  getting  in  and  out. 
Then  we  furnish  police  officers,  to  keep  order  there. 
Then  it  seems  that  Harvard  College,  by  the  sixth 
clause  of  this  agreement,  compel  the  city  to  enter 
into  binding  stipulations  that  all  this  land  shall  be 
subject  to  such  reasonable  rules  and  regulations  as 
the  President  and  Fellow-1  of  Harvard  College  think 
be>t  for  the  interests  of  their  trusts.  They  are  to 
be  the  sole  judges  of  what  they  think  best.  For 
instance,  if  the  gentlemen  ot  this  Council  de- 
sire to  go  there,  and  appear  in  swallow-tailed  coats 
and  white  neckties,  Harvard  College  has  a  right  to 
say  that  you  should  not  do  so:  or  that  we  shall  be 
shut  out  on  Sundays.  I  don't  know  that  they  would 
do  that,  but  they  would  have  the  right  to.  Now,  sir, 
all  that  is  very  clear.  It  reminds  me  very  much  of  a 
contract  once  entered  into  by  an  oil  speculator  with 
an  old  squatter  in  Arkansas.  Tbe  squatter  had  a 
farm  on  which  there  was  a  deposit  of  oil,  and  the 
speculator  wanteo  to  get  it.  The  old  squatter  said 
the  terms  of  the  agreement  were  perfectly  cear 
to  him  until  it  came  to  what  he  should  get  tor  his 
farm,  and  that  was  to  be  crude  product.  Then  the 
question  arose  what  crude  product  was.  The  spec- 
ulator said  it  meant  oil,  the  old  man's  wife  said  it 
meant  whiskey,  aud  the  squatter,  it  meant  that 
he  was  to  be  paid  for  his  farm  by  a 
few  shovelsful  of  his  own  dirt.  The  ques- 
tion arises  here,  what  these  rules  and  regu- 
lations meau?  What  is  the  City  of  Boston  going  to 
get  for  this  lease?  It  won't  get  any  dirt  back  unless 
you  police  it  and  keep  it  nea;  and  clean.  The  first 
thing  in  consideration  ot  such  agreement  on  the  part 
of  the  city,  the  President  and  Fjllows  are  to  agree, 
first,  to  release  all  claim  for  pecuniary  damages.  I 
should  think  they  might  do  that  very  readily.  I 
don't  think  there  wt-uldbe  any  great  damages.  The 
second  is,  to  suffer  all  their  goods  and  plantations  to 
be  open  to  tne  inspection  of  the  public — it  don't  say 
that  the  public  shall  go  on  there  at  all  times;  it  says 
they  shall  be  open  to  the  public  at  all  reasonable  titne«, 
subject  to  the  regulations  above  mentioned;  that  is, 
at  such  times  as  the  President  and  Fellows  see  fit  to 
open  them.  If  you  should  go  up  there  with  your  fam- 
ily and  lunch  ba'sket,  attempt  step  off  the  street  and 
sit  under  those  shade  trees,  you  would  become  aware 
that  you  were  helping  to  pay  the  expense  of  a  hel- 
meted  policemen  to  help  keep  yon  off,  aud  that  you 
had  no  rights  there.  I  do  not  think  gentlemen  under 
stand  it.  The  objection  I  inaKe  to  this  is,  that  the  City 
Government,  the  Park  Commissioners,  or  somebody 
working  in  the  interests  of  Boston,  should  unite 
with  the  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  Univer- 
sity in  niakiug  these  reasonable  rules  and  regula- 
tions. Twenty  yeais  from  now  there  may  be  some 
trouble,  and  this  will  be  held  up  in  our  faces. 
We  do  not  get  any  land.  The  story  in 
the  newspapers  that  we  are  to  get  $700,000 
worth    of    land    for   $60,000  is  all  nonsense.      The 


forty  acres  we  buy  we  turn  into  the  arbore'  urn.  Now 
sir,  I  say  that  if  the  City  of  Boston  needs  a  park,  let 
us  take  the  land  under  the  Park  act,  and  pay  for 
it,  so  that  the  citizens  of  Boston  can  go  there 
with  righ.s,  and  not  be  allowed  there  simply 
upon  sufferance  by  Harvard  College.  We  don  t  get 
any  rights  there.  We  simply  buy  the  right  to  go 
into  that  arboretum  when  the  President  and  Fel- 
lows of  Harvard  College  say  we  can.  We  are  not 
owneis  in  any  sense.  When  this  is  brought  before 
us  so  that  I  can  conscientiously  vote  for  it,  1  shall 
be  readv  to  do  so  at  auy  time,  but  I  am  not  ready  to 
do  it  under  chat  agreemeut.  Another  thing,  it  has 
been  uiged  that  this  is  contributing  money  for  edu- 
cational purposes.  If  so,  it  ought  to  have  been  con- 
sidered by  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruction, 
and,  if  m  order,  I  would  move  to  refer  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction. 

Mr.  Whitmore — Early  in  the  spring  and  again 
later,  I  moved  for  the  appointment  of  a  special  com- 
mittee on  this  subject,  and  did  so  in  the  firm  expec- 
tation that  I  should  vote  lor  the  Arnold  Arboretum. 
I  have  tiken  the  same  view  of  it  that  the  persons 
wtio  write  for  the  newspapers  take — that  it  is  a  great 
gift  tendered  to  the  city,  a. id  it  was  wonderful  that 
it  should  not  be  immediately  accented.  I  went  out 
there  with  the  committee,  aud  expected  to  find  a 
cheap  and  easy  solution  of  the  park  question  for  the 
pre  ent  year.  I  am  ready  to  confess  I  went  out  there 
with  the  absurb  hope  that  the  city  was  to  get  for 
$60,000  what  the  gentlemen  who  favor  parks  knew 
would  cost  $600,000.  What  was  the  result?  1  found, 
as  the  various  speakers  have  said,  that  we  are  to  get 
the  joint  use  of  a  certain  piece  ot  land,  and  that  it  is 
to  be  hampered  by  unnecessary  restrictions.  I  am 
perfectly  billing  to  add,  that  1  did  come  here  to- 
night with  the  firm  intention  of  voting  ror 
this  measure,  and  if  I  have  changed  my  opinion  it  is 
owing,  as  I  have  already  said,  to  the  way  in  which 
this  uiattei  was  brought  before  us  prematurely.  If 
I  am  wrong  in  that,  and  do  any  wrong  to  any  gentle- 
man who  intends  to  vote  with  the  majority,  lam  sorry 
for  it.  Feeling  I  did  that  the  matter  should 
come  up  at  the  same  time  with  the  other  part, 
and  oeing  misled  by  a  clerical  error,  which  dis- 
arranged the  whole  plan  I  had  in  my  mind, 
I  felt  a  certain,  I  may  say,  pardonable  indigna- 
tion. I  say  we  are  to  take  a  joint  ownership  in 
this  land,  which  is  not  necessary.  Harvard  College 
does  r  ot  insist  upon  it.  Harvard  College  is  willing  to 
make  just  such  ariangemeDts  as  the  City  of  Boston 
would  like,  if  we  ask  for  it.  Tnis  comestousas  asrale 
matter  in  the  hands  of  the  Park  Commissioners.  They 
have  already  given  away  the  right  of  the  city  by  their 
previous  agreement.  There  is  not  the  slightest  evi- 
dence from  anything  that  came  before  the  commit- 
tee that  Harvard  College  would  insist  upon  the 
terms  which  the  Park  Commissioners  were  ready  to 
give  five  or  .-ix  years  ago,  viz  :  That  all  these  mat- 
ters, these  rules  and  regulations  were  to  be  male  by 
Harvard  Colle.  e  alone.  The  least  that  could  have 
been  said  was  that  they  should  have  been  made  satis- 
factory to  the  two  partners.  It  seems  to  me  an  absurd 
cor  elusion  that  we  should  vote  all  the  city's  money 
into  a  niece  of  land  we  are  not  to  own,  and  in  ad- 
vance, without  being  asked,  to  abandon  all  rights  in 
the  making  of  reasonable  rules  and  regulations.  If 
there  is  am  thing  done  to-night,  and  the  requisite 
two-thirds  desire  to  make  this  purchase,  I  hope  they 
will  not  insist  upon  final  action,  but  will  send  it 
back  to  the  committee  with  instructions  to  see  what 
is  the  besi  possible  arrangements  which  can  be  made 
with  Harvard  College.  We  are  throwing  this  privi- 
lege away  to  a  degree  which  Harvard  College 
does  not  contemplate.  I  believe  a  committee  of  this 
body  can  go  to  Harvard  College  to-morrow,  and  get 
all  the  rights  which  the  City  of  Boston  want  in  that 
land,  without  maintaining  the  police  and  other  an- 
nual expenses.  Bur.  still  that  is  not  right  nor  fair. 
If  the  public  go  in  there  and  put  the  college  to  un- 
usual expense,  the  city  ought  to  pay  that  expense. 
But  we  could  get  rid  of  tlie  necessity  of  main 
taining  and  laying  out  those  unnecessary  drive- 
ways. Harvard  College  does  not  want  them.  The 
President  and  Fellows  do  not  want  them.  It  is 
the  particular  whim  of  persons  living  in  that  imme- 
diate neighborhood  who  desire  to  have  the  grounds 
laid  out  in  that  space,  in  accordance  with  a  partic- 
ular arrangement,  for  their  own  benefit.  It  is  not 
a  thing  that  is  going  to  be  particularly  attrac- 
tive to  other  people.  This  windiuj  around  and  ar- 
ound in  one  place  is  not  particularly  agreeable. 
People  living  in  that  immediate  neighborhood  may- 
like  it,  but  strangers  w  uld  not  like  it.  These  are  to 
be  orivate  driveways  in  private  grounds;  thev  are 
not  to  be  laid  out  as  public  streets.  That  is  a  clau-e 
which  should  be  stricken  out.  I  say  again  it  is  a 
clause  whuh  Harvard  College  would  be   willing  to 
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strike  out.  I  Bay  again  that  Harvard,  College  ought 
to  be  willing  to  assent  to  an  agreement  by  which  the 
President  and  Fellows  and  the  City  Government 
may  jointly  make  the  rules.  1  Miiuk  this  ought  to 
be  relcrred  to  a  committee  to  make  some  arrange- 
ment in  that  respect.  As  lo  the  educational  idea,  I 
desire  to  say  a  word  more.  Does  any  Bane  man  be- 
lieve that  if  children  wauder through  tl.ee  roads  and 
see  the  t>-ees  marked  in  Latin  with  a  scientific 
description  of  them,  that  they  will  learn  any- 
thing. I  understand  that  the  science  of  tree  cul- 
ture is  studied  abroad  where  they  have  gov- 
ernment forests,  and  is  carried  on  as  farmers  culti- 
vate their  crops.  It  is  a  subject  worthy  to  be  studied, 
and  which  has  to  be  studied  very  bar  i.  .Dues  a  ly- 
body  imagine  that  that  kind  of  education  should  be 
given  to  the  children  or  this  city?  Will  tbepoor 
children  go  out  there'.'  Of  course  not.  Does  any 
poor  student  desire  to  study  tree  culture?  we  know 
perfectly  well  that  all  be  has  to  do  i-  present  himself 
there.  We  all  know  well  that  the  Buzzey  Instil  utiou 
and  the  Arnold  Arboretum  have  not  attracted  suffi- 
cient students  to  warrant  the  keeping  of  them  up, 
but  the  college  having  the  money  to  spend  they  are 
kept  up.  Therefore  I  say  the  whole  ioVa  about  edu- 
cation in 'his  matter  seems  to  be  absurd.  I  do  not 
believe  any  one,  except  a  student  intending 
to  follovi  that  profession,  will  go  out  there  to 
carry  out  anything  litie  study.  1  shall  with- 
draw the  motion  to  substitute  the  minority 
for  the  majority  report,  because  I  m::<ie  it  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  about  an  understanding 
of  what  this  contract  means.  The  order  is  for  the 
Park  Commissioners  to  take  or  purchase  the  land, 
.  it  buck,  and  also  for  the  borrowing  of 
.vir.'h  will  require  t'~--ty  3*gh  votes.  I  wish 
•est  that  if  tbe  majoritv  feel  any  reasonable 
certainty  that  this  will  pas.-,  they  ought  to  insist  upon 
having  the  agreement  amended,  i  hope  this  Council 
will  have  tue  prudence  to  consider  the  appendix  in  tins 
report,  anrt  see  what' an  agreement  you  are  about  to 
enter  upon,  and  by  which  you  arc  to  throw  awav  the 
jiits.  I i  this  matter  had  come  "p  in  a  differ- 
ent form,  I  had  intended  to  bring  that  point  to  ;ke 
Hi  <f  the  Council,  and  I  uo  so  as  It  is.  I  ask 
ibe  CoancL  to  consider  what  they  are  pledging 
tbe  City  of  Boston  to  do  I  hope  it  will  be 
postponed  to  the  next  meeting  at  ieust,  or  to 
sOme  later  hour,  .-o  that  this  point  can  be 
cousiieiel.  The  ignorance  which  has  charac- 
terized all  the  newspaper  articles.  i>  amazing,  and  I 
can  account  for  it  only  by  the  fact  that  a  small 
clique  is  pushing  this  measure.  I  do  not  mean  to 
rmutrate  these  signatures  to  this  petition.  I  identi- 
fied one  name,  and  that  gentleman  told  me  he  did 
Dot  have  the  least  idea  about  what  it  meant, :  hat  it 
came  to  him  in  business  hours,  and  that  he  always 
signed  ,-ucb  paDers.  If  1  remember  aright  there  wus 
a  petition  as  large  as  that  is  passed  around  for  tree 
ferric-,  and  other  large  petitions  have  men  obtained 
for  political  projects,  in  so  large  a  city  as  this  it  is 
not  dillicult  to  get  a  thousand  names  upon  a  plausi- 
ble naper.  The  majority  of  tbe  committee  will 
ag'ee  with  me  that  the  arguments  in  the  newspapers 
were  not  those  which  came  beiore  the  committee. 
No  member  of  tbe  committee  wiuld  write  such  an 
article,  a-  appeared  in  the  Advertiser  or  Her- 
ald. They  know  very  well  tha'.  the  $00,1)00  is  but 
the  commencement  of  the  expense,  ind  they  also 
knew  the  arrangement  that  the  city  would  be  plunged 
i^to. 

Sir.  Freeman  of  Ward  10 — I  object  to  the  with- 
drawal oi  tbe  motion  to  substitute. 

Mr.  Loveil  ol  Ward  1— If  the  gentlemen  from  my 
section  of  the  'it,  vote  in  favor  of  thi-  measure,  1  do 
not  think  we  can  be  accused  of  doing  it  because  of 
nearness  to  tbe  arboretum.  Whichever  way  we  vote, 
1  think  we -ball  act  upon  the  merits  of  the  question 
solely.  The  oppositr  n  to  this  measure  have  slated 
that  we  ou'y  hive  rights  in  the  roads,  and  from  some 
statements,  I  should  imagine  we  hardly  hi.d  that. 
But  I  don't  intend  to  make  an  argument  upon  that, 
and  no  gentleman  need  go  out.  But  if  I  read  tie 
report  aright,  the  public  will  be  allowed  to  walk 
around,  go  over  the  grass,  and  sit  down  upon 
it.  ami  will  be  allowed  to  picnic  and  lave 
athletic  sports  in  a  space  of  about  twenty-two 
.■res.  I  want  to  ask  the  gentlemen  who  signed  that 
majority  report  whether  the  public  are  to  be  al- 
lowed to  picnic  and  engage  in  athletic  game-  uuou 
those  twenty-two  acres  at  any  time? 

.Mr.  Cuunnings — An  I  understand  it,  there  is  a 
-puce  of  twenty-two  acres  on  which  the  public  bave 
aright  to  picnic  or  do  an> thing  else  that  the  City  Of 
Boston  Chooses  to  allow.  Harvard  College  doe- not 
underiake  to  exercise  any  control  either  over  the 
u]  this  spa. e  ot  about  twenty-two  acre-.  I 
nib  Inquire  here  whether  thcie  is  a  space  of  twenty- 


two  acres  on  Boston  Common  or  the  Public  Garden 
wnere  anybcriy  can  picnic? 

Mr.  Bigelowof  Ward  25 — Mr.  President 

Mr.  CuiumiDgs — I  have  a  few  words  to  say  before 
the  inevitable  motion  comes,  it  ha-  been  suggested 
that  Harvard  College  is  going  to  make  a  great  deal  out 
of  this  scheme,  and  arc  doing  a  great  deal  to  work  it 
up.  Harvard  College  makes  nothing  bj  this  arrange- 
ment. They  give  the  City  of  Boston  more  ground  than 
they  are  to  receive  They  give  up  tbe  exclusiv-  use  of 
this  laud  they  now  have  and  gain  absolutely  nothing 
except  perhaps  a  little  advertising.  At  present  the 
tetiing  of  the  Piesident  anil  fellows  of  Harvard 
College,  I  know,  is  one  ol  great  misgiving  in  refer- 
ence io  this  matter.  They  are  afraid  chat  at  some 
time  or  other  it  may  cause  an  interference  on  the 
part  of  some  future  city  government  which  may  be 
corrupt,  and  which  will  be  detrimental  to  their  in- 
terests. Harvard  College  is  not  trying  to  push  this 
scheme.  It  it  fails  now,  I  am  afraid  they  will  plant 
their  trees  on  their  own  plan  and  make  up  their 
minds  not  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  City  of 
Boston,  alio  having  taken  tbe  start  in  that  direction, 
thiv  will  refuse  to  reconsider.  Unless  this  land  is 
taken  I  ow.  this  scheme  can  never  be  carried 
out.  In  reeaid  to  the  regulations  to  be  made  by 
tbe  college,  you  will  observe  by  ihe  appendix 
that  Mr.  Arnold  left  a  large  sum  of  money  to  the 
college  on  condition  that  they  establish  an  arbore- 
tum. It  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  safety  of  tbe 
college  that  the v  should  carry  out  that  trust,  else 
they  lose  tnat  money.  That  is  the  reason  why  the 
use  of  the  grounds  has  to  be  subject  to  such  reasona- 
ble rules  and  regulations  as  are  neeessarv  to  carry 
out  the  trusts  above  described.  The  reason  that 
clause  was  inserted  in  the  original  order  was  because 
that  is  tbe  only  way  Harvard  College  can  be  -ale, 
and  avoid  losing  this  money.  I  would  also  cab  atten- 
tion to  the  fac:,  that  the  forfeiture  of  this  money 
would  be  a  loss  to  tbe  Cit>  ot  Boston,  because  it  is  to 
be  used  to  keep  in  order  these  public  grounds,— and 
the  moie  delightful  the  arboretum  is  made  tbe  more 
delightful  it  will  be  for  pub'ie  uses.  The  grounds 
will  be  just  as  useful  to  the  city  a  to  Harvard  Col- 
lege, and  the  city  would  loose  just  as  much  as  the 
college  would. 

Mr.  Bieelow  of  Ward  25 — It  seems  to  me  we  have 
about  all  tbe  information  on  this  question  that  we 
can  get.  As  we  have  a  large  amount  of  business  be- 
fore us,  1  move  that  the  debate  be  closed  in  three 
minutes. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Bigelow  was  carried. 

Mr.  Williams — I  have  no  desire  to  im.-h  this  matter 
through  to-night.  I  simply  wanted  it  debated  and 
considered  on  its  merits.  1  will  move  to  specially  as- 
sign tbe  whole  matter  to  the  next  meet.ng  of '  the 
Council  ai  half-past  seven. 

Mr.  CJapn  of  Ward  2i — 1  trust  it  will  be  assigned, 
but  I  would  like  to  say  to  the  Council  that  1  think 
my  colleague  on  the  committee  has  strengthened  iny 
argument  by  saying  that  this  Arnold  fund  was  left 
to  the  college  upon  condition  that  (hey  should  estab- 
lish an  arboretum.  That  only  furthers  iny  argument 
that  the  arboretum  is  bound  to  be  there,  and  "if  the 
city  does  not  pay  for  it  Harvard  College  is  bound  to 
do  it. 

Further  consideration  of  the  subject  was  specially 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  seven  and  a  half  P.  M 

THE  DOOGUE  INVESTIGATION. 

Mr.  Barry,  of  Ward  10,  called  up  past  assignment 
No.  28,  viz.: 

Majority  and  minority  reports  on  the  subject  of 
paying  Wm.  Doogue  (1500  for  ihe  use  of  bis  green- 
houses, etc.    (City  Doc.  138.) 

The  question  was  upon  tbe  acceptance  of  the  ma- 
jortty  repot. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rosuosky,  ot  Ward  16,  in  the 
absence  of  -Mr.  Maguire,  of  Ward  19,  f turner  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the 
next  meeting  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Gove,  of  Ward  1,  called  for  past  assignment 
No.  20: 

Orders  relating  to  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  a 
Police-station  and  Engine-house  on  Bovlston  and 
Hereford  streets,  and  tor  a  loan  ot  $84,000  therefor. 

The  question  was  upon  giving   the  order  a  second 

reading. 

.Mr.  Gove  stated  that  he  had  seen  the  parties  who 
had  spoken  to  him,  and  his  objections  to  the  site 
were  withdrawn.    He  hoped  the  order  would  pass. 

The  order  to  purchase  the  land  was  read  a  second 
time  and  passed  in  concurrence. 

The  quesi ion  then  came  upon  the  passage  of  the 
order  lor  the  loan. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  assign  to  the  next  meet- 
ing, s-.iying  that  he  had  been  down  there  with  the 
Chad  -mail  of  the  Police  Commissioners,  who  had  de- 
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cided  objections  to  the  location,  but  the  speaker  had 
not  had  time  to  investigate  all  the  matters  connected 
with  it. 

Mr.  Wharton,  of  Ward  11,  said  the  matter  had 
been  lai'l  over  lor  two  weeks  and  every  gentleman 
bud  had  ample  opportunity  to  investigate  the  subject. 

Mr.  Welsh,  of  Ward  8.  said  ihe  Chairman  of  the 
Police  Commission  was  before  the  P  lice  Committee, 
and  did  not  make  any  objections  to  the  location. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  the  Chairman  of  the  Police 
Commissioners  was  strongly  impressed  with  the  un- 
desirability  of  the  site.  He  could  not  understand 
why  42,000*  feet  of  land  were  needed,  and  desired  to 
have  the  reports  and  documents  relating  to  the  case 
printed. 

The  President  read  the  report  of  the  Joint  Special 
Committee  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Barry  said  the  attention  of  the  committee  was 
called  to  several  lots,  and  this  was  the  most  desirable 
of  all,  and  they  reported  accordingly. 

Mr.  Lovell  .esired  the  matter  actdd  on  so  that  the 
Council  could  net  through  with  some  of  its  business. 
If  they  kept  on  in  the  way  thev  were  doing  now, 
enough  business  will  go  over  to  last  a  new  Council 
six  mouths. 

Mr.  Bartlett,  of  Ward  15,  said  the  Committee  on 
Fire  DeDartment  examined  different  lots  and  it  was. 
decided  that  this  could  be  used  to  the  best  advan- 
tage, and  the  various  departments  are  satisfied 
with.  it. 

Mr.  Hart  said  the  matter  had  been  before  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  two  or  three  times.  They  had  re- 
ceived information  about  another  lot  and  referred  it 
to  the  special  committee,  who  reported  back  that 
they  wanted  this  land,  and  on  that  statement  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  made  this  report. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
these  papers  had  never  been  nrinted,  and  the  matter 
never  fully  reoorted  upon.  He  did  not  see  why  the 
Council  should  be  called  upon  to  buy  land  i'or  a 
building  for  the  Paving  Department  which  is  con- 
trolled by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Gove  explained  the  matter  as  it  had  been  re- 
ferred to  the  various  committees  on  the  departments 
interested. 

Mr.  Means  favored  the  assignment,  desiring  to  get 
some  information  from  a  standpoint  adverse  to  that 
of  the  committte.  He  did  not  see  why  the  city 
should  go  into  a  real-estate  speculation  on  the  Back 
Bay. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  losr. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Yeas  51, 
nay=  3:  Messrs.  Means  of  Ward  2.0,  Qnigley  ol  V^aru 
2  and  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  voting  nay.  Mr.  Hart 
move!  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

EVENING  HIGH  SCHOOL. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Means,  of  Ward  20,  the  rule  was 
suspended,  and  he  presented  a  petition  from  John 
JD.  Babcock  and  others  strongly  urging  the  fitting  up 
of  rooms  in  the  new  High  school  building  for  the 
ocouoation  of  the  Evening  High  school.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Public  Instruction. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

Order  that  immediate  action  be  taken  towards  de- 
veloping the  full  capacity  of  Sudburv-river  water 
supply.  Laid  on  the  table  on  motion  of  Mr.  Green- 
ough. 

Order  to  cleanse  the  present  water  storage-basins 
and  remove  all  material  that  tends  to  pollute  the 
water. 

Mr.  Greenough  thought  all  these  orders  might  as 
well  lay  on  the  table  for  the  present,  and  if  it  was 
deemed  advisable"  they  could  be  taken  up  later  and 
acted  upon. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  desired  to  have  the  three  orders  un- 
der uuflnirhed  business,  relating  to  the  water  supply, 
indefinitely  postponed.  He  had  said  two  w  eks  ago 
there  was  no  necessity  for  them. 

Mr.  Greeuough  said  that  when  be  advocated  the 
order  to  cleanse  the  basins  the^  were  empty,  aod 
there  was  a  cuance  to  do  something.  Now  the  ba- 
sins are  full,  it  is  not  advisable  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  at 
a  meeting;  of  the  Committee  on  Water,  yesterday, 
the  City  Engineer  said  it  was  not  necessary  to  do 
anvtning. 

The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  was  declared  lost. 
Mr.  Greenough  doubted  the  vote,  and  the  Council 
was  divided,  31  for,  5  against. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  doubted  the  vote,  stating  that  the 
count  in  Division  3  was  wrongly  given  as  seventeen 
in  favor.  At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the 
Chair  ordered  a  recount  of  those  in  favor  in  Divis- 
ion 3  and  there  were  seventeen,  and  the  order  was 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Order  to   petition  for  legislation  to  protect  the 


water  supply.    Indefinitely  postponed,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Greenough. 

Order  to  cleaute  the  Sudbury-river  basins,  so  far 

as  possible  without  interfering  with  a  proper  water 

supply,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $50,000.     Laid 

on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr,  Greenough. 

QUESTION  OF  PRIVILEGE. 

Mr.  Wharton,  of  Ward  11,  stated  that  he  was  called 
out  when  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  loan  for  a  police 
station  and  engine  house  on  the  Back  Bay,  and  de- 
sired the  privilege  of  recording  his  vote  in  favor  of 
the  passage  of  the  order.  If  it  bad  been  a  close  vote 
he  would  not  ask  it. 

The  President— The  Clerk  will  record  the  vote  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  11. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  he  was  accidentally  out,  and 
asked  to  have  his  vote  recorded  against  it. 

Mi.  Parkmnu  objected,  believing  the  principle 
wrong  to  allow  members  to  record  their  votes  alter 
the  result  bad  been  declared. 

The  President— Mr.  Whitmore  desires  to  have  his 
vote  recorded,  and  Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9  objects. 

Mr.  Parku.an — I  object  to  recording  both  votes, 
uot  especially  to  the  gentleman  troin  Ward  12. 

The  President — The  vote  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11  has  been  recorded. 

Mr.  Parkman — Then  I  withdraw  my  objection. 

Mr.  Barrett  moved  to  adjourn.    Lose 
THE  RAILROAD  TRACKS  TO  THE  MYSTIC  PUMPING 
STATION. 

The  President  took  up  the  order  from  the  other 
branch  for  a  bond  of  $20,000  to  the  City  of  Sonier- 
ville. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  stated  that  the  Water  Board  asked 
the  privilege  of  laying  a  track  to  the  Mystic  Pumping 
Station  for  the  transportation  of  coal,  but  nothing 
was  said  about  its  being  necessary  to  give  such  a 
bond.  On  his  motion  the  subject  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Water. 
A  PERSONAL  EXPLANATION  —  THE  OLD  STATE 
HOUSE. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  desire  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation  in  regard  to  a  matter  of  privilege, 
in  reply  to  some  remark  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
at  its  last  meeting,  and  I  think  it  can  be  bestatteuded 
to  at  the  present  lime.  At  the  close  or  that  meet- 
ing—  apparently,  because  they  had  nothing  better 
to  do — Alderman  Haldecuan  arose  and  made  a  se- 
vere attack  upon  'he  Old  State  House  matter,  and 
the  architect  in  charge.  The  criticisms  made  upon 
the  Old  ,%ate  House  are  not  worth  considering. 
They  have  been  brought  up  in  other  ways  in  the 
newspapers,  and  will  be  fully  and  properly  answered 
then  and  there.  But  the  matter  which  I  think 
ought  to  be  contradicted  prom  otly  is  his  statement 
in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  order  was 
passed  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  giving  the  Commit- 
tee ou  Public  Buildings  the  right  to  spend  $35,000. 
The  Alderman  said: 

"The  measure  failed  here,  and  went  backward  and 
forward  between  the  two  chambers  for  some 
time.  Subsequently  this  chamber  was  outwitted  by 
the  gentlemen  running  this  institution.  While  we 
were  not  agreed  to  pass  an  appropriation  to  make  the 
improvement  called  for,  it  appears  that  by  some 
manipulation  of  the  order,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  are  authorized  to  make  the  improvement 
— it  is  left  to  their  discretion." 

Now,  sir,  I  wish  to  say  that  that  is  a:,  entire  false- 
hood. I  trust  it  is  not  an  intentional  one.  In  re- 
gard to  the  way  in  which  this  measure,  after  having 
been  passed  repeateJl.\  by  this  branch,  was  finally 
parsed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  I  wish  to  make  a 
clear  explanath  n.  When  the  matter  came  down 
to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  the  last 
time  I  met  Alderman  Hersey  by  accident 
in  toe  hall  about  fifteen  minutes  before  the 
board  met.  At  that  time,  without  thinking 
it  would  l.-ad  to  anything,  I  asked  him  if  it  was  nor 
possible  tor  the  two  bodies  to  concur.  He  said  per- 
haps it  raignt  be  done  by  referring  it  to  the  commit- 
tee, and  he  asked  me  if  ihe  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  were  pledged.  1  told  bim  the  committee 
were  not  pledged,  had  never  considered  the  subject 
since  the  beginning  of  the  controversy,  and  ho*v  the 
members  stood  at  the  beginning  cculd  best  be 
judged  by  their  votes.  On  the  strength  of  that, 
apparent.}',  he  weut  to  the  other  members  of  the 
board  ard  the  result  was  an  amendment  was  offered 
and  passed  which  was  a  settlement  ot  the  subject. 
and  I  presume  it  was  a  satisfactory  settlement.  The 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  were  authorized  to 
expend  $35,000,  which  was  the  full  estimate  for  the 
changes,  alterations  and  repairs  to  be  made  in  the 
building  to  restore  it  to  its  old  condition.  Now, sir, 
one  would  imagiue  after  this  decisive  vote  the  subject 
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wouM   have  re-ted  quietly.    This  is  Che  I  bird  time 

Alderman  Haldeman  has  brought  this  matter  up, and 
J  wish  to  slop  these  persona]  attacks.  I  will  give  a 
piece  of  personal  History  which  is  to  Uic  point.  When 
(lie  matter  first  came  down,  Mr.  Haldeman  gave 
strong  encouragement  that  he  was  in  favor  of  passing 
I.  Br  i  order.  After  that  he  stated  tliac  lie  would 
never  allow  his  vote  to  injure  the  project  of  restor- 
ing the  Old  State  House.  Alter  thar.  Air.  Haldemao 
came  in  with  a  proposition  to  tear  down  the  Old  State 
House.  Now,  sir.  when  tl  ere  is  SO  much  persistency 
shown  in  digging  up  a  subject  wbi  h  lias  been  fin- 
ished, there  n..  st  be  M>me  reason  lor  it.  The  only 
reason  I  can  e  nceive  of  is  that  Mr.  Haldeman  occu- 
pies, or  is  to  occupy,  a  corner  office  in  the  new 
Rogers  building,  and  any  om-  can  see  that  if 
the  Old  State  House  is  removed  it  will  be  the 
most  valuable  corner  of  tile  oui'diug,  and 
the  mo;t  prominent  location  fronting  State  street. 
1  am  extremely  sorrj  to  call  attention  to  this  m  ttter, 
bat  it  is  the  only  way  l  ■•an  conueiv  ■  of  bj  which  the 
insinuation  of  members  ot  the  o'her  branch  can  be 
-topped.  It  wib  a  great  mistake  for  Mr.  Haldeman 
to  talcr  that  position.  He  is  a  stranger  in  our  city. 
and  came  here  to  represent  a  loreign  corporation. 
He  bus  shown  himself  entirely  foreign  to  our  wishes 
aud feelings,  otherwise  he  never  would  have  taken  the 
stand  on  several  occasions  that  lie  has  of  advocating 
the  tearing  down  of  the  Old  State  II  nasi',  [nave  good 
leasoc  to  say  that  these  uojustiliable  attacks  upon 
HJ  Architect  about  little  details— I  will 
not  sav  they  arc  bis  work,  as  is  the  statement 
made  on  the  floor  ot  the  Board  of  Alderruen — are 
and  malicious.  His  remarks  arc  a  sufficient 
indication  ot  his  feeling  towards  the  City  of  Boston 
in  this  respect. 

PLANS    FOB  -NEW  PUBLIC   LIBRARY  BUILDING. 

Mr.  Child,  of  Waid  17,  called  up  the  past  assign- 
ment, nz.: 

Ordtrto  authorize  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lib'aiy  to  consult  the  Trusiees  concerning  plan-  for 
a  new  libraty  building,  to  be  erected  on  corner  of 
Dartmouth  and  Boylston  streets. 

Mr.  U  heeler  moved  >e  assign  to  the  next  meeting 
at  8.30  I'.  M. 

.Mr.  Child  said  the  order  to  purchase  the  land  for 
a  site  bad  been  passed,  and  this  is  to  authorize  the 
preparation  of  olans.  It  is  merel*  In  furtherance  of 
an  oroer  already  passed.  He 'lid  not  sec  why  some 
business  could  not  be  liui-hed  up  without  the  eternal 
special  assignment. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  los'.  The  order  was 
passeii.     .Mr.  Child  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

PAY    BOB  CITY    EMPLOYEES   AT  CHRISTMAS. 

Under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of 
Ward  8,  offered  au  order— That  the  City  Treasurer 
be  directed  to  pay  the  employees  in  the  several  de- 
partments o»  the  City  Government  on  the  24th  inst., 
instead  of  on  the  regular  pay-day,  and  that  the 
head-  of  the  -everal  departments  be  directed  to  sub- 
mit the  payrolls  to  ttie  Auditor  of  Accounts  in  sea- 
son to  have  this  order  carried  into  effect.  Passed. 
Mr.  FiUpitricK  moved  to  reconsider.  Lost.  Sent 
up. 

REI'ORTS    FROM    THE    FINANCE   COMMITTEE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart,  of  Ward  18,  the  rule  was 
suspended  to  enable  him  to  offer  sundry  reports  aud 
orderB  from  the  Finance  Committee,  as  follows 
Lost  Coupon  to  be  J'aiJ. 

Ordered,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  pay 
I .  YV.  .lelfcott,  of  Surbiton,  England,  the  amount  ot 
the  counon  due  April  1,  1881,  on  bond  No.  1294  for 
£100,  Loan  of  187a, alleged  to  have  been  lest  and  sup 
posed  to  have  oeen  burnt,  on  the  leoeipt  from  said 
1 .  W.  Jelfi'tt  of  a  bond  satisfactory  to  the  Treasurer 
and  approved  by  the  Corporation  Counsel  to  indem- 
nity and  Save  harmless  the  City  ol  Boston  for  any 
claim  based  on  said  coupon,  ana  upon  his  proving  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  lreasurer  that  lie  is  the  holder 
of  said  bond. 

PaBsed.    Sent  up. 

8a  lanes. 

lleport  recommending  the  passage  of  the   follow- 
ing orders,  the  sain'-  being  necessitated   by  the  pns- 
oi  the  Salary  ordinance: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  an  1  he 
is  herebv  authorized  to  transfer  fiom  the  reserved 
fuud  to"  the  appropriation  for  the  Treasurer's  de- 
partment the  sum  ot  one  thousand  dollars. 

Ordered,  that  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and  he 
is  herebv  authorized  to  transfer  trom  the  reserved 
fund  to  "the  appropriation  for  the  Collector's  Depart- 
ment, the  sum  of  thirteen  hundred  dollars. 

Orders  passed  to  a  second  reading. 


Limitation  of  Municipal  Expenditures. 

Iteport  on  the  order  referred  by  the  Common 
Council,  Nov.  a  I,  requesting  the  passage  of  an  act 
to  limit  municipal  expenditures,  with  the  same  in  a 
new  draft: 

Ordered,  That  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested, 
to  petition  the  General  Court  at  its  next  session  for 
the  passage  of  an  act  limiting  municipal  expendi- 
tures-o  that  the  iinount  raised  by  taxation  in  any 
year  tor  municipal  purposes,  exclusive  ot  State  and 
county  taxes,  requiie.i-ents  for  the  sinking  funds 
and  interest  on  the  debt,  shall  not  exceed  ten  dollars 
on  a  thousand  of  tae  last,  assessed  valuation. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Hart,  further  consideration  of  the  subject  wa-  spec- 
iallv  assumed  to  the  next  meeting  at  9',.,  P.  M. 

THE   COMMONWEALTH-AVENUE  FENCES. 

Mr.  Park  man,  of  Ward  9,  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Common  ami  Public 
Grounds  on  the  petition  of  Josiah  G.  Abbott  and 
others  for  the  removal  of  the  remaining  fences  en- 
closing squares  on  Commonwealth  avenue;  also  the 
petition  of  James  L.  Little  and  others  that  the  fences 
that  have  been  removed  on  s„id  avenue  mav  be  res- 
tored—That they  are  decidedly  in  favor  of  removing 
all  the  fe,  ces,  believing  that  the  appearance  oi  the 
squares  will  thereby  he  greatly  improved,  and  also 
believing  that  they  are  sustained  in  their  view  bv  a 
large  number  of  the  residents  awn  the  avenue.  The 
comniittee  desire  to  state  thattbey  have  on  hand  ;t  lot 
of  fences  which  have  been  removed  from  the  public 
grounds  at  different  times,  and  which  they  consider 
for  the  interest  of  the  city  to  dispose  ot,  and 
they  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the  fol- 
lowing order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Common  aud  Public  Grounds  be  authorized  to  sell 
the  iron  fences  that  have  been  removed  and  that 
may  be  removed  from  the  public  grouuds  and 
squares  of  the  city. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  was 
upon  giving  the  order  a  second  reading. 

Air.  Freemaa  moved  to  assign  to  the  next  meeting, 
at  a  quarter  before  ten,  and  Mr.  Parkinan  requested 
some  reason  for  the  motion. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost. 

Mr.  Whitinore  said  there  were  several  depart- 
ments that  he  understood  needed  fences,  and  were 
sure  the  departments  of  public  buildings  needed 
them. 

Mr.  Parkman  had  no  objection  to  the  matter  going 
over,  if  there  was  good  reason  for  it.  They  already 
had  applications  tor  fences  from  the  cemeteries,  and 
it  was  expected  that  this  ord»r  would  bring  in  appli- 
cations from  other  departments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitinore  further  consideration 
oi  the  subject  was  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at 
nine  fifty  P.  M. 

UNSAFE    BUILDING  TO  BF.  REMOVED. 

Mr.  freeman,  of  Ward  10,  submitted  a  report  from 
the  joint  committee  on  public  lands  that  they  have 
been  notithd  by  the  department  for  the  survey  and 
insnection  of  buildings  that  the  building  used  as  a 
stable  at  720  Albany  street  on  land  in  charge  of  this 
department  is  unsafe.  Examination  by  the  City  Ar- 
chitect shows  it  to  be  beyond  repair.  Having  'noti- 
fied the  tenant  to  leave  it,  the  committee  request  that 
they  may  be  authorized  to  remove  the  building  and 
lor  that  purpose  offer  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  to 
sell  by  public  auction,  to  ue  immediately  taken  down 
and  removed  by  the  purchaser,  the  building  in  charge 
oi  the  committee  and  designated  as  number  720  Al- 
bany street. 

t  irder  passed.    Sent  np. 
REPORTS  FROM   THE  COMMITTEE  ON  ORDINANCES 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mtitee  on  Ordinances  as  follows: 

Water  Supply  from  Merrimac  ltiver. 

Report  that  the  order  relative  to  taking  a  supply 
ot  water  from  Merrimac  river  ought  to  pass. 

Tue  order  referred  to  is  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  "Water  in  consid- 
ering the  subect  of  taking  water  from  Lake  AVinui- 
piseogee,  oe  requested  to  also  consider  the  expedien- 
cy of  jbtaining  a  supnly  from  the  Merrimac  river. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  question  was 
upon  giving  the  order  a  second  reading 

Mr. 'Jreenough  said  he  bad  no  objection  to  the 
committee  considering  the  matter,  but  he  had  posted 
himself  upon  the  Merrimac-River  water  a"d  didn't 
believe  Boston  wanted  it. 

Mr.  Rosuosky  asked  who  introduced  this  order. 

Mr.  Whitinore  thought  it  was  introduced   by  the 
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gentleman  from  Ward  16.    The  Council  referred  it 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  as  a  joke. 
The  order  was  refu-ed  a  second  reading. 

Xomenclitfure  of  Streets. 

Report  on  the  order  referred  by  the  Common 
Council  for  continuing  the  work  of.  publishing  the 
names  of  streets  upon  the  plau  set  forth  in  City 
Document  .No.  119  of  1879 — That  the  order  ought  to 
pass;  and  the  committee  request  that,  if  the  order  is 
adopted,  a  special  appropriation  of  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  be  provided,  to  be  expended  under  their  di- 
rection in  carrying  on  the  work  described  in  said 
order. 

The  order  referred  to  is  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Ordinances  be 
directed  to  furnish  I  he  material  for  a  city  document 
similar  to  City  Document  No.  119  of  1879,  relating  to 
the  noiLenclatuce  of  streets,  which  shall  embrace 
those  portions  of  the  city  not  included  in  said  docu- 
ment No.  119,  together  with  a  stateinento:  the  laying- 
out,  acceptance,  discontinuance,  &c,  of  the  several 
streets  of  the  city. 

Older passtd.    Sent  up. 

In  connection  with  the  above  Mr.  Whitmore  offer- 
ed an  order —  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
be  hereby  is  directed  to  transfer  iroin  the  reserved 
fund  to  the  credit  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances, the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  to  con- 
stitute a  special  appropriation  for  preparing  a  com- 
plete report  on  the  names  of  streets. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

ADDITIONAL  APPROPRIATION  FOR  PUBLIC  BUILD- 
INGS. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  presented  the  follow- 
ing (City  Doc.  147): 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  beg  to  inform 
the  City  Council  that  an  additional  appropriate j 
will  be  required  for  schoolbouses  and  public  build- 
ings. The  cause  of  the  pvesent  deficiency  is  the 
increase  in  the  cost  of  mechanical  labor  and  the  ma- 
terial which  enters  iuio  the  repairs  of  sehoolh. rases. 
In  compliance  with  the  rules  aud  ordei>,  the  com- 
mittee herewith  present  a  statement  of  the  expendi- 
tures from  the  appropriations  to  date,  and  an  esti- 
mate of  the  amount  required  tor  the  remainder  of 
the  financial  year: 

For  carpentry,  lumber  and  hardware $25,195  34 

Masonry,  paving,  drains,  cessxiools,  etc..     20,515  64 

Painting  and  glazing 13.142  37 

Whitewashing  and  plastering 7,363  91 

New  furniture  and  repairs  ot  old 21,077  10 

Gasfitting  and  plumbing 4,867  57 

Repairs  of  roots,  gutters  and  conductors.       4,674  18 

Iron -work,  fences,  etc 2,169  61 

New  heating  apparatus  and  repairs  of 

old 28,909  74 

Rents  and  taxes 2,800  59 

New  blackboards  and  repairs  of  olu 3,076  99 

For  grading,  care  of  grounds,  and  watering 

streets 4,928  87 

Ventilating  apparatus 4,838  86 

Assessment   from    the    Paving   Depart- 
ment for  sidewalks,  edgestones,  etc.  582  49 
Auction  expenses  for  the  sale  of  High  and 

Latin  setKolhouse,  Bedford  street. .  915  81 

Miscellaneous  expenses 3  896  75 


Unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation. 
Appropriation  tor  1881-82 


Recapitulation. 

Appropriation  for  1881-82 $157,000  CO 

Amount  expended  to   Dec.   1, 
1881 148,955  82 


Unexpended  balance,  Dec.  1, 
1881 88,044  18 

Estimate  ot  appropriation  re- 
quired for  ihe  remainder  of 
the  financial  year 20,000  00    . 

,$28,044  18 
For  the  Committee, 

Howard  Clapp. 
In  connection  with  the  above  Mr.  Whitmore  offer- 
ed an  order — That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  hereby  is  authorized  to  transfer  the  sum  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  from  the  reserved  fund  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  public  buildings  and  schoolhouses, 
in  such  proportions  as  may  be  needed. 

Severally  referred;  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whimore,  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

POLICE  HELMETS. 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Ward  21,  offered  an  order-That  the 
Board  of  Police  Commissioners  be  requested  to  pro- 
vide a  suitable  cap  to  be  worn  by  the  police  officers 


on  duty  in  City  Hall,  instead  of  the  helmets  worn  at 
present. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

Mr.  Smitu — This  order  was  notiostigated  by  ei'her 
of  the  gentlemen  whom  it  is  intended  to  affect.  Nor 
is  it  offered  with  anv  desire  on  my  pait  to  criti- 
cise or  reflect  upon  the  management  of  the 
Police  Commissioners,  but  simply  as  a  respect- 
ful protest  agamst  what  seems  to  be  an  un- 
necessary, though  I  believe  unintentional,  cruel  en- 
forcement of  a  regulation  to  which  these  cases  ou  lit 
to  be  excepiions.  This  modern  head  gear  may  be 
appropriate  for  out-door  wear,  but  in  this  building, 
with  the  temperature  at  70  degrees,  it  is  inappro- 
priate, and  it  seems  to  me  cruel.  There  is  no  ob- 
jection to  the  helmet  out  of  doors  at  this  season.  In 
fact,  I  have  thought  it  gave  a  majestic  and  mil- 
itary asp  ct.  And  I  have  thought,  also,  in  contem- 
plating this  order  as  a  defensive  weapon  toatit  would 
proiect  the  faithful  officer  while  doing  duty  in  our 
narrow  streets  in  troublous  times  and  save  him  from 
sharing  the  fate  id"  that  ancient  warrior  who  you  will 
recollect  waslignominiously  slain  by  a  woman  dropping 
upon  his  defenceless  head  a  missle  irom  a  neighbor- 
ing housetop.  The  helmets  are  four  times  as  heavy 
as  the  ordinary  hat.  Ordinary  hats  welsh  from  3  to 
4%  ounces.  The  helmets  from  eleven  to  thirteen. 
The  intention  of  this  older  is  to  provide  or  allow 
the  officers  to  provide  a  hat  that  will  be  more  ap- 
propriate to  the  temperature  of  this  building. 

Mr.  Freeman  moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Police. 

Mr.  Devliu  thought  it  shouli  be  referred  to  the 
Police  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Smith  had  no  objection  to  the  reference,  and 
the  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Police. 

PAY  FOR  A  DECEASED  FIRE  DEPARTEENT  EM- 
PLOYEE. 

Mi-.  Boyle,  of  Ward  8,  offered  an  order— That  there 
be  paid  to  William  J.  Daly  one  thousand  dollars  in 
full  compensation  for  injuries  sustained  by  him 
while  in  the  employment  ot  the  Fire  Department, 
on  the  fourth  of  September  last;  and  that  said 
amount  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  the  Fire 
Department. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Boyle,  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Fire  Department.  Mr.  Boyle  moved 
to  reconsider.    Lost. 

THE  CITY   ELECTION    RETURNS. 

Mr.  Rosnosky,  of  Wara  16,  offered  an  order— That 
the  City  Messenger  De  directed  to  cause  the  Common 
Council  chamber  aud  the  aDte-rooms  connected 
therewith  to  be  opened  on  the  evening  of  the  day  of 
the  municipal  election,  for  the  purpose  of  giving' the 
members  of  the  City  Council  proper  facilities  for  re- 
ceiving the  election  returns. 

Ameuded  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  by  insert- 
ing, "'and  the  night  and  morning  of  the  followirg 
day,"  and  as  amended  passed. 

SURVEY  AND  INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Freeman,  of  Ward  10,  offered  an  order— That 
His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the 
Gcueral  Court  at  its  next  session,  to  so  amend  Chap- 
ter 197  of  the  Acts  of  1880  that  it  shall  not  apply  to 
buildings  in  the  City  of  Boston. 

Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Freeman,  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings. 
TIME  TO  VOTE   ON  ELECTION    DAY     BY    CITY     EM- 
PLOYEES. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Ward  8,  offered  an  order- 
That  all  employees  of  the  city  be  allowed  sufficient 
time,  witho  it  loss  of  pay,  to  vote  at  the  c  ruing 
municipal  election. 

Passed,  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  moved  to  reconsider, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1— I  hope  the  reconsideration 
will  be  ordered.  Such  an  order  as  that  is  sheer  non- 
sense. The  idea  of  passing  it  seems  to  be  ridiculous. 
Everybody  else  goes  to  vote  and  attends  to  their  busi- 
ness. The  idea  of  passing  au  order  to  allow  em- 
ployees of  the  city  to  be  at  the  polls  as  long  as  they 
want  to  seems  to  be  ridiculous. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick— It  is  tne  usual  order  presented 
for  years  prior  to  Municipal  and  State  elections. 
Many  men  live  at  a  great  aistance  from  where  they 
work.  It  is  usual  for  the  heads  of  departments  to 
allow  them  to  go  to  their  various  voting  precincts, 
and  return  to  work  immediately. 

Mr.  Rosnosky— If  a  gentleman  living  in  Ward  8  is 
at  work  on  the  Cow  Pastuie,  and  has  to  be  there  at 
seven  o'clock,  I  understand  the  rule  is  that  he  takes 
a  little  extra  time  at  noon  to  go  and  vote.  It  is  not 
intended  for  them  to  stand  at  the  polls  and  hand  bal- 
lots for  any  of  our  colleagues  who  are  candidates  for 
Aldermen. 
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Mr.  Wuituiore — I  can  confirm  the  recollection  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  8,  that  this  is  a  customary 
order.  I  think  members  will  agree  it  has  not  been 
abused.  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  has 
been  misinformed. 

Mr.  Gove— It  may  be  customary  for  Municipal 
elections,  but  it  is  not  so  for  State  elections,  and  no 
such  order  was  put  in  this  year.  It  seems  to  me  it  is 
something  we  should  hardly  do  in  our  private  busi- 
ness, and  is  not  done  by  a  majority  of  the  firms  in 
the  citv  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Farkmau — I  believe  in  giving  all  gentlemen 
here  who  are  going  to  be  candidates  for  Alderinen  a 
fair  chance.  Quite  a  number  are  on  the  anxious  seat, 
I  know.  This  is  the  usual  order,  and  I  think  every- 
body should  have  a  fair  chance  to  vote.  Allhough  it 
is  not  customary  tor  firms  to  grant  employees  time  to 
vote,  I  think  it  should  be  tte  custom.  It  is  an  impor- 
tant duty.  I  see  no  reason  why  the  privilege  should 
not  be  granted.  Of  course,  it  is  the  duly  of  heads  of 
departments  to  see  that  the  privilege  is  not  abused. 

Mr.  Huntress— I  move  to  amend  by  adding  that 
they  have  two  hours  in  which  to  deposit  their 
votes. 

The  President  ruled  the  amendment  out  of  order. 

The  reconsideration  was  refused. 

FLAGSTAFF   ON  MEETING-HOUSE  HILL  PEOPOSED. 

Mr.  Eddy,  of  Ward  24,  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Squares  be  requested  to 


consider  the  expediency  of  placing  a  flagstaff  on 
"Meeting-HouseHili,"  Ward  24.  Referred,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Eddy,  to  the  Committee  on  Common,  etc. 

BILL  ALLOWED. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  offered  an  order — That 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts  allow  for  payment  the  bill 
of  Hall  &  Whipple  for  refreshments  furnished  Oct. 
27, 1881,  amounting  to  $2.70. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Freeman  asked  why  it  is  necessary  to  pass  an 
order  to  apprcve  the  bill. 

The  President— It  is  necessary  to  cover  a  small  bill 
incurred  on  a  Thursday.  An  order  of  the  Council 
prohibits  the  President  from  approving  bills  for  re 
freshments  incurred  on  Thursdays. 

Mr.  Freeman— Has  the  Chair  the  bill? 

The  President— He  has. 

Mr.  Freeman— I  ask  to  have  it  read. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  don't  remember  that  I  offered 
any  bill  with  the  order.  I  don't  know  but  I  did;  if  I 
did  I  take  it  back.  , 

The  President — The  point  of  the  gentleman  is  well 
taken.  The  Chair  undertook  to  quiet  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  and  may  be  mistaken. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Folan  of  Ward  13, 
at  11.35  P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
DECEMBER    5,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Alderman 
O'Brien,  chairman,  presVling. 

PETITIONS  REFBRREU. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board — P etitions  tor  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  fol- 
lows: 

B.  F.  Clows,  new  woeden,  6  horses,  4:1  Condor 
street,  Ward  I. 

A.  A.  Kendall,  new  wooden,  1  horse,  1  Victoria 
street,  Ward  24. 

J.  F.  French,  new  woodeD,  6  horses,  62  Bremen 
street,  Ward  2. 

Highland  Street  Railway  Company,  new  wooden 
addition,  in  additional  horses,  832  Shawmut  avenue, 
Ward  18. 

Richard  Corcora",  new  wooden,  1  horse,  113  Key 
street,  Ward  23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Building's  on  the.  part  of  the  Board. — Houghton  & 
Dutton,  to  project  two  electric  lights  at  55  dement 
street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Lands. — Samuel 
Irvin,  that  the  conditions  in  a  deed  of  the  city  to 
Anson  Dexter,  dated  Nov.  23, 185',  he  made  restric- 
tions. 

To  tlie  Committee  on  Sewers. — Win.  T.  Eaton,  for  a 
sewer  in  Al  street,  between  Second  and  Third  streets, 
So.  Boston. 

'I'u  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims — Patrick  Devliu, 
to  be  compensated  for  damages  done  to  his  estate  on 
Webster  street  by  Sewer  Department. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps — W.  A.  McY\  hirk  and 
others,  for  street  lamps  on  Millet  street,  Dorchester. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings— Lu- 
cretia  H.  Hale  and  ethers,  for  use  of  ward  room, 
North  Bonnet  street,  in  which  to  locate  a  cooking 
school. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection 
of  Buildings— New  York  &  New  England  R.  R.  Co., 
to  erect  a  wooden  building  on  Commonwealth  fiats, 
near  Northern  avenue,  Ward  13. 

Eastern  R.  R.  Co.,  to  erect  a  wooden  building  on 
Rutherford  avenue,  opposite  Winchester  street, 
Ward  5. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving — Petitions  for  brick 
sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of  Gamaliel  Bradford 
and  others,  trustees,  Huntington  avenue,  corner 
West  Newton  street;  George  N.Dana,  316  Beacon 
stre3t;  Edmund  Dwight,191  Marlboro'  street. 

W.  A.  Gove  and  others,  representing  that  since 
the  passage  of  the  order  to  run  the  cars  on  Liverpool 
stieet,  East  Boston,  at  least  seven-eighths  of  the  peo- 
ple have  been  accommodated  than  before,  and  asking 
that  no  change  be  made  in  the  manner  of  running 
the  cars  tht-re. 

Petition  for  edgestone  in  front  of  estjtte  of  W.  S. 
Rand,  80  and  82  West  Rutland  park. 

Mutual  Union  Telegraph  Company,  for  location  of 
two  poles  on  Water  street. 

Geo.  W.  .arker,  for  leave  to  dig  up  Centre  street, 
near  J'ynchon  street,  for  the  purpose  of  finding  an 
old  boundary  stone. 

Dauiel  H.  Mowles  and  others,  that  a  plank  side- 
walk be  laid  on  Greenwich  strett,  Ward  24. 

F.  Shaw  &  Bros,  and  others,  that  the  pavement  in 
Purchi.se  street,  between  Congress  and  Federal 
streets,  be  relaid. 

Boston  Storage  &  Warehouse  Co.,  that  edgeslones 
beset  in  front  of  its  warehouse  on  We-t  Chester 
park  and  West  land  street. 

Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Co.,  to  remove  tl.e  side- 
walks at  Tl-Kl  I.'tiea  street  and  125-131   South  street. 

Geo.  W.  Goodale  and  oth»rs,  for  a  plank  walk  on 
Blue  Hill  avenue,  between   Walkhill  ami   Madison 

W.  E.  Coffin  and  others,  for  a  plank  walk  en  north 
side  of  Savin  Hill  avenue. 

Thomas  Gogi u  and  others,  against  location  ot  tracks 
on  Granite  and  First  streets. 

Canard  Steamship  Co.jtor  the  removal  of  the  over- 
head bridge  on  .Marginal  street. 

ge  .Miles  and  otheis,  in  aid  of  Old  Colony  and 
New  York  &  New  England  Railroad  petition,  for 
leave  to  lay  tracks  in  Granite  and  First  street ■>,  South 


Bos'ou;  and  Strcete  and  Webster  and  others,  in  aid 
of  same. 

Alderman  Breck  presented  a  petition  of  the  Brush 
Electric  Light  Co.,  to  have  the  city  use  the  electric 
lights  in  Bowdoiu  square,  Cotrt  street  from  Bow- 
doin  square  to  Scollay  square,  Scollay  square,  Hay- 
market  square,  Washington  street  from  Hay  market 
square  to  Hollis  street,  Hanover  street  from  Wash- 
ington street  to  Scollay  square,  Tremont  street  from 
Scollay  square  to  Pleasant  street,  Park  square,  Pub- 
lic Garden  and  Common,  and  they  ask  for  a  hearing. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Lamps. 

HEARINGS. 

On  petition  for  location  and  use  of  steam  engine 
by  Photo-Electrotype  Engraving  Co.  at  63  Oliver 
street;  H.  L.  Bowker  &  Co.,  295  Franklin  street;  B. 
F.  Nichols,  153  Mills  street.  No  objections.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Steam  Engires. 

On  petition  of  South  Boston  Railroad  Co.  for  loca- 
tion of  tracks  on  A  street  and  Congress  street. 

The  Chairman  called  for  those  in  opposition  to  the 
granting  of  the  petit. on  and  none  appeared. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  think  the  people  of  South 
Boston  cannot  be  aware  of  the  tact  that  there  are 
three  petitions  for  railroad  tracks  on  their  principal 
thoroughfare  for  heavy  teams  to  the  city  proper. 
There  are  the  petitions  of  the  Old  Colony  and  the 
New  York  &  New  England  Railroads, and  this  oue 
from  the  South  Boston  Horse  Railroad,  which  will 
encumber  the  only  iree  avenue  they  have  now.  It 
seems  to  me  that  an  imperative  necessity  for  a  loca 
tion  on  this  cross  street  ought  to  be  shown  before  it 
is  granted.  I  should  like  to  hear  from  the  railroad 
company  as  to  the  necessity  o;  this  location,  if  they 
are  represented  here. 

P.  A.  Collins,  counsel  for  the  pttitioners,  said: 
This  is  a  subject  which  the  Alderman  and  all  other 
people  of  South  Boston  are  interested  io.  The  peo- 
ple have  instructed  their  representatives  to  oppose 
elevated  railroads,  and  this  is  a  petition  to  enable 
this  company  to  bring  the  people  of  South  Boston  to 
Postoffice  square  in  ten  minutes  less  time  than  they 
can  now  reach  it,  and  at  the  same  time  lessen  the 
incumbrances  in  Washington  street.  As  the  present 
difficulty  goes  on  it  will  become  greater  and  greater, 
and  if  the  Alderman  will  think  of  this  plan  to  rem- 
edy it,  it  will  not  take  long  to  satisfy  his  mind  that  it 
is  feasible,  but  all  the  other  people  there  will  be  sat- 
isfied also. 

Alderman  Hersey— Undoubtedly  it  will  be  a  good 
thing  for  the  patrons  of  the  road.  But  that  is  the 
only  avenue  by  which  heavy  teaming  can  reacn  the 
noithern  depots  and  wharves  on  Atlantic  avenue, 
atd  it  seems  to  me  if  the  people  of  South  Boston 
were  awake,  whpn  they  come  to  learn  that  it  is  pro- 
posed to  use  that  stieet  for  a  noise  railroad,  they 
will  object. 

Mr.  Collins — We  know  of  no  opposition  from  those 
people.     There  is  room  enough  for  all  in  the  street. 

The  order  was  recommittei.  tetheConimitteeon  Pav- 
ing. 

PAPERS    FROM  THE    COMMON    COUNCIL. 

Report  and  order  to  sell  at  auction  building  726 
Albany  street,  which  is  not  in  condition  to  be  re- 
paired.   Passed  in  coucurrt nee. 

Order  for  City  Treasurer  to  pay  to  T.  W.  Jeffcott, 
of  Englaud,  £100,  amount  of  a  lost  coupon  of  city 
sterling  loan.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Or.ier,  That  all  employees  of  city  have  sufficient 
time  to  vote  on  Dec.  13,  without  loss  of  pay.  Passed 
in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  employees  of  city  on  Dec.  24  instead 
of  on  the  regular  pay  day. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  would  ask  if  that  includes 
the  Fire  and  Police  Departments. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  understands  that  it  will 
take  in  all  employees — including  the  police  ana  fire- 
men. 

Alderman  Whitten  offered  the  following  as  a  sub- 
stitute: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  directed  to 
pay,  oi>  or  before  Dec.  24th,  1881,  all  the  laborers  of 
ti.e  several  departments  instead  of  on  the  regular 
pay-day,  and  that  the  several  departments  be  direct- 
ed to  have  said  pay-rolls  made  up  and  lodged  with 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts  on  or  beiore  1  o'clock  P.  M. 
on  the  20th  inst. 

The  Chairman — The  difference  between  the  orig- 
inal order  and  the  substitute  is  that  the  substitute 
authorizes  the  Treasurer  to  pay  only  the  laborers, 
andtheotherorderauthori7.es  him  to  pay  all  the 
employees  of  the  city. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  will  read  a  semi-official 
statement  in  regard  to  this  matter,  so  that  the  Al- 
dermen can  understand  it: 

The  order  as  it  now  reads  cannot  be  carried  out  by 
the  Treasurer  as  all  the  departments  cannot  he   paid 


H04 


BOARD     OF     ALDERMEN 


ou  December  24th.  The  order  which  I  offer  as  a  sub- 
stitute pro? ide9f  or  the  pay  inent  of  the  whole  laboring 
force  on  the  pay  rolls  for  December  on  or  before  the 
24th  of  Df  ceiuber.  It  was  attempted  to  pay  other  than 
the  1  iborers  last  year  under  a  similar  order,  but  only 
a  lew  departmeut  employees  were  paid,  and  much 
dissatisfaction  was  manifested  by  those  who  did  not 
receive  their  pay.  The  pay  of  the  laboring  force  of 
the  city  prior  to  the  25th  will  require  the  Treasurer 
to  use  some  clerks  for  the  purpose,  as  the  regular 
paymaster  will  be  unable  to  do  so.  The  time  re- 
turns of  the  laborers  is  taken  on  the  20ih  of  each 
month,  in  most  cases,  and  the  pay-rolls  have  to  be 
then  made  up  by  the  several  departments  and  audi- 
tors. The  payment  of  the  laborers  extends  from 
Ashland,  on  one  side  of  the  citv,  to  Medford  on  the 
other.  The  Treasurer  cannot  entrust  money  of  the 
city  to  temporary  employees,  neither  has  he  any 
money  for  extra  service.  The  order  which  I  present 
undoubtedly  covers  all  that  was  intended. 

Aideiman  Slade-  The  member  of  the  Council  who 
offered  that  order  had  a  little  conversation  with  me 
in  regard  to  this  matter.  He  suggested  that  the  tire- 
men  and  policemen  would  lather  like  to  have  their 
money  before  Christmas  Day,  or  to  be  paid  accord- 
ing to  the  order  as  it  comes  from  the  Common  Coun- 
cil. I  saw  the  Treasurer,  and  he  stated  substantially 
what  the  Alderman  has  read.  I  have  no  doubt  if 
this  can  be  dene  as  suggested  in  the  order  from  the 
Council,  the  employees  would  all  be  gratified  at  hav- 
ing their  money.  I  should  be  glad  if  the  Treasurer 
would  use  a  little  extra  effort,  if  possible,  to  pay  them 
all.  I  don't  know  as  I  cao  say  anything  more  about 
it;  we  hear  what  the  TrPasursr  says.  We  also  know 
what  the  object  of  the  genlleman  was  who  offered 
the  order.  I  understood  that  he  had  had  some  in- 
terviews with  firemen  and  policemen,  ann  they  asked, 
to  have  this  done. 

Alderman  Wooliey — I  am  certainly  opposed  to  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  Aldermau.  With  a  little 
extra  exertion  I  think  the  Treasurer  can  pay  all  the 
employees.  If  the  paymasters  would  put  in  a  few 
etti  a  hours  each  day,  there  is  no  doubt  all  the  em- 
ployees eould  be  paid;  They  have  no  trouble  in  pay- 
ing all  on  the  first  of  the  month,  and  getting  over  it 
in  a  few  days.  As  this  order  gives  them  extra  time 
to  prepare  their  pay-rolls,  I  canuot  s»e  any  reason 
why  he  cannot  doit.  I  cannot  see  why  we  should 
not  pass  the  order  in  concurrence  aud  pay  all  the 
employees. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  certainly  have  no  prefer- 
ence in  the  matter.  If  the  firemen  and  police  desire 
it,  1  don't  want  to  be  a  stumbling  block  in  the  way. 
I  found  the  order  on  my  desk,  and  what  was  said  in 
the  statement  seems  to  be  sensible.  If  they  haven't 
force  enough  do  do  it,  1  suppose  the  City  Govern- 
ment would  be  happy  to  make  up  the  deficiency. 
I  have  no  objection  to  the  firemen  being  included. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  would  ask  if  the  Treasurer 
could  legally  employ  extra  assistance,  if  this  order 
passed?  It  seems  to  me  that  ought  to  be  decided  be- 
fore the  order  is  passed. 

Alderman  Whitten— He  says  distinctly  that  he  has 
no  extra  force  and  no  money  to  pay  for  any. 

Alderman  Hersey — Thit  doesn't  answer  my  ques- 
tion. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  will  state  that  in  hi 
opinion  if  the  Treasurer  is  authorized  to  do  anything 
by  the  City  Government  he  has  full  liberty  to  obtain 
the  meaus'to  do  the  work. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  would  ask  why  it  costs 
more  to  pay  the  men  at  one  time  than  another.  I 
think  we  should  treat  all  classes  of  employees  alike. 
I  think  we  should  pay  one  class  the  same  as  the  other. 

Alderman  Viles — I  understand  the  Treasurer  has 
several  days  in  which  to  pay  all  the  departments, and 
if  we  force  him  to  do  it  all  in  one  day  it  will  require 
extra  workand  assistance. 

Alderman  Hersey — 1  think  we  should  not  force 
him  to  do  this  work  all  in  one  day.  The  original 
order  covers  the  school  teaehers,  and  we  don't  k^ow 
that  they  desire  it.  It  seems  to  me  we  had  better 
include  the  firemen  and  policemen  who  desire  it,  and 
noliuclude  tho>e  who  do  not  need  it. 

Alderman  Wooliey  —  I  don't,  understand  that  un 
der  that  order  he  is  obliged  to  pay  ali  in  one  day, 
any  more  tt»au  he  is  obliged  to  pay  them  all  on  the 
first  day  of  the  month.  It  seems  to  me  there  is  plenty 
of  time  to  pav  them  all. 

The  substitute  was  rejected. 

The  original  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

THE  WEBSTEB   CENTENNIAL. 

The  following  was  received: 

Citv  of  Boston,     i 
Executive  Department.  I 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  Boston. 
At  a  meeting  of  some  of  the  prominent  citizens  of 


Boston  recently  held  at  the  Revere  House,  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  propriety  of  commemor- 
ating the  centennial  anniversary  of  the  birth  of 
Daniel  Webster,  which  occurs  on  the  1 8th  day  of 
January  next,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  ascer- 
tain what  action,  if  any,  the  City  Government  pro- 
posed to  take  in  the  matter.  This  committee  has 
communicated  with  me,  and  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
certaining the  disposition  of  the  Council  I  hereby 
draw  the  subject  to  their  attention.  Permit  me  in 
doing  so  to  make  a  few  suggestions. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  is  the  general  desire 
of  the  community  that,  while  we  are  celebrating  the 
cectennia's  of  important  events  in  our  annals,  we 
should  not  permit  that  of  the  natal  day  of  the  great- 
est statesman,  and  in  some  respects  the  greatest  in- 
tellect which  America  has  produced,  to  pa-s  unob- 
served. 

The  largest  part  of  Mr.  Webster's  life,  and  the 
largest  part  of  his  mind  and  thought,  were  eiven  to 
his  country.  His  public  services  were  incalculably 
important  and  beneficiai.  We  are  more  indebted  to 
him  than  to  any  other  statesman  for  a  just  concep- 
tion and  understanding  of  the  federal  constitution. 
His  interpretation  of  its  objects  and  powers,  of  the 
character  of  the  government  created  by  it,  of  the 
respective  rights  and  obligations  of  this  government, 
and  that  of  the  States,  and  of  their  respective  rela- 
tions to  each  other  thereunder,  have  been  generallv 
accepted  and  adopted  by  the  country.  Through 
his  exposition  the  Confederation  has  become  a  Union 
which  makes  us  "one  people,"  with  a  common  coun- 
try, a  common  flag,  and  a  common  destiny. 

It  is  well  known  that  many  distinguished  and  pa- 
triotic statesmen  differed  with  Mr.  Webster  touching 
some  questions  of  public  polity,  and  that  some  of 
his  opinions  in  respect  to  governmental  matters 
were  not  fully  endorsed  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
The  time  for  an  inquiry  into  the  correctness  of  the 
more  important  of  these  opinions  has  not  yet  ar- 
rived; but  whatever  may  be  the  verdict  of  history  in 
respect  to  them,  all  candid  men  must  concede  that 
Mr.  Webster  was  a  grand  representative  ■>£  what- 
ever is  truly  great  in  American  character;  tliat  his 
patriotism  was  of  the  broadest  and  most  generous 
type;  that  his  public  conduct  always  showed  that  it 
was  inspired  and  guided  by  the  bigheot  principle, 
and  that,  as  bis  biographer  has  well  said,  "Repos- 
ing less  than  most  public  men  on  a  party  basis,  it  has 
been  the  main  object  of  his  life  to  confirm  and  per- 
petuate the  great  work  of  the  constitutional  fathers 
of  the  last  generation." 

Whilst  his  fame  and  reputation  belong  to  the  whole 
country,  New  England  is  especially  proud  of  this 
great  product  of  h  er  moral  and  political  institutions. 
We  ot  Boston  cannot  boast  that  he  was  "native 
here,"  but  be  was  our  adopted  «on  and  our  represen- 
tative in  the  federal  councils  during  nearly  all  his 
political  life.  As  sentiment  incites  most  communities 
to  commemorate  centenn.al  anniversaries  of  events 
which  have  affected  the  destinies  of  nations  and  the 
interests  of  mankind,  there  would  seem  to  be  great 
propriety  in  some  municipal  observance  of  the 
occasion  alluded  to.  I  trust  the  subject  will  re- 
ceive from  the  Council  such  consideration  as  its  im- 
portance demands,  and  a  proper  regard  for  the 
wishes  of  our  citizens  requires. 

I  am  aware  that  the  present  City  Government  can 
only  initiate  action  in  th«  premises,  and  that  its  suc- 
cessor must  consummate  it:  hut  none  can  doubt  that 
the  judgment  of  the  present  Council  as  to  what  is 
oecoming  to  show  our  admiration  and  gratitude  for 
the  great  statesman,  would  be  fully  endorsed  by  the 
next  gnvernmen*  as  the  public  sentiment  in  this  re- 
spect is  so  well  understood. 

Frederick  O.  Prince,  Mayor. 

Dec.  5th,  1881. 

The  Chatrmau  —  AY  hat  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
bo<.rd?  It  seems  to  the  Chair  it  would  be  proper  to 
refer  this  communication  to  a  special  committee. 

Alderman  Hersey — 1  am  hear  ily  in  sympathy  with 
the  object  sought  to  be  accomplished  by  the  commu- 
nication, and  I  move  that  a  special  committee 
be  appointed  to  take  the  matter  into  considera- 
tion. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  a  joint  special 
committee,  and  Aldermen  Hersey,  Slate  and  Hal- 
deman were  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  board. 
Sent  down. 

PETITIONS  FOR  STEAM  ENGINES. 

Petitions  were  received  for  leave  to  locate  and  use 
steam  engines  as  foilows: 

Jame>  W.  Kenney,  Terrace  street,  near  Cedar 
street,  Roxbury:  Charles  H.  Towne,  134  Border 
street,  East  Boston. 

Orders  of  notice  were  passed  for  hearings  thereon, 
returnable  Tuesday,  Dec.  27th  inst. 
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CONSTABLE  BOND. 
The  bond  of  George  1,.    Wilson,  constable,   being 
presented  duly  certified,  was  approved  by  the  board. 

AUDITOR'S   EXHIBIT. 

The  Auditor's  exhibit  of  the  appropriations,  Dec. 
lsi,  (City  Doc.  148,1  was  received  aud  sent  dowB. 

Total  appropriations 813.770,981  78 

Expended »,C22,608  76 

Balance  unexpended 4,i±8,2h3  00 

REPORTS    FROM   THE   FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

The  Chairman  submitted  the  following  troui  the 
Finance  Committee: 

Additional  Appropriation  lor  School  houses,  Public 
Buildings. 
Report  on  request  of  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings for  an  additional  appropriation  with  an  order 
—That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and  he  hereby  is 
authorized  to  transfer  from  the  reserved  fuud  to  the 
appropriation  lor  sciioolhouses,  public  buildings,  the 
sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars.  Order  passed,  yeas 
11,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

Ventilation  of  the  Aldermen's  Chamber. 

Report  upon  the  order  to  appropriate  $3000  for  the 
ventilation  of  the  Aldertnanic  chamber,  that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  provide  the  means. 

The  question  was  upon  the  acceptance  of  the 
report.    • 

Alderman  Curtis — It  looked  a  little,  when  that 
order  was  introduced,  that  they  were  bound  to  do 
this.  The  worst  punishment  I  can  suggest  for  that 
Committee  on  Fubiic  Buildings  is  that  tne  chairman 
will  he  elected  here  for  twenty  years  to  come,  aud 
be  obliged  to  sit  in  this  room  all  the  time.  There  is 
no  question  that  they  can  ventilate  this  room.  It 
will  only  cost  two  thousand  dollars,  altnough  the 
order  called  for  three  thousand.  It  does  seem  to  me 
that  for  twe've  men  to  sit  here  in  this  room  as  it  is 
now — it  is  enough  at  this  moment  to  drive  a  mau 
craz\.  right  here  where  I  staud;  and  why  it  is  that 
the  City  of  Boston,  or  this  Boaid  of  Aldermen,  will 
not  appropriate  money  enough  to  ventilate  this  room 
is  a  mystery  to  me.  I  would  like  to  see  this  room 
venti'ated.  There  is  no  doubt  it  can  be  ventilated 
properly,  and  why  we  should  suffer  ourselves — to 
say  oothiDg  of  those  who  are  to  come  after  us— and 
refuse  to  appropriate  the  money  is  a  mystery  to  me. 
My  term  is  very  short,  but  I  look  to  the  comfort  of 
other  people  as  well  as  my  own. 

Alderman  Haldemam— I  am  sorry  to  see  this  re- 
port Irom  the  Finance  Committee.  I  didn't  expect 
mud.  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  as 
they  opposed  it  from  the  start.  It  seems  to  be  a  sort 
of  policy  to  maintain  the  position  taken  by  the  City 
Architect  or  other  officers  who  are  elected  and  paid 
by  the  city  for  the  care  of  public  outldings  and  i  m- 
provements.  This  hall  has  been  built  at  a  very  great 
cost  by  a  City  Architect— I  will  not, of  course,say  it  was 
the  present  one.  This  chamber  uas  a  closed  ceiling; 
it  is  covered  in  like  a  dome,  aud  it  is  impossible  for 
the  vitiated  air  to  escape,  or  the  fresh  air  to  come  in 
here  Any  one-horse  theatre  will  have  a  hole  in  the 
ceiling  over  the  chandelier,  an.i  even  a  circus  tent  is 
open  at  the  top  so  that  the  heat  from  the  lights  at 
night  may  escape.  We  have  tried  in  every  way  to 
have  ventilation  here.  The  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  some  mouths  atto  reported  their  incompe- 
tency to  ventilate  this  room.  I  believe  it  can  be  doue 
for  a  very  much  less  amount  than  has  been  stated. 
If  the  City  Architect  cannot  ventilate  this  building, 
there  are  plenty  of  architects  outside  who  should  have 
the  opportunity  to  try  it.  Now,  sir,  in  the  consump- 
tion ot  oxygen,  the  gas  baruiuu  here  r  presents  five 
hundred  people  in  this  hall  without  fresh  air,  and 
we  can  readily  understand  the  vitiated  air  we  must 
breathe.  As  it  appears  to  be  Impossible  to  get  any 
system  ol  ventilation,  the  next  best  thing  we  can  do 
.move  the  gas  burners  aud  put  in  electric 
lights  which  are  to  be  exhibited  in  the  next  room,  a^ 
I  understand,  a'ter  the  adjournment  of  this  meeting. 
It  wa-  -hown  there  on  Friday  and  Saturday  Bights 
to  a  few  visitors,  and  is  certainly  a  success.  Each 
lamp  will  givi  fully  a-s  much  light  as  any  gas  burn- 
er h  -re,  but  as  they  are  enclosed  in  a  vacuum,  there  is 
no  consumption  of  oxygen  whatever;  there  is  no 
vitiation  of  the  air.  The  air  is  pure,  at  least 
so  far  «s  the  consumption  of  oxygen  is  concerned. 
That  is  the  next  best  thing.  1  believe  the  hall  can  be 
lighted  as  cheaply  with  electricity  as  with  gas,  aud  I 
now  call  upon  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  it 
they  are  the  proper  ones,  to  make  some  arrangement 
with  the  Electric  Lighting  Company  to  light  iliis  hall 
aud  pay  for  it.  1  don't  expect  them  to  come  in  hi  re 
and  put  up  their  lights  at  their  own  expense,  merely 
to  let  us  see  what  can  be  done.    I:  is  about  time  that 


we  accept  this  advance  in  the  age,  of  electric  light- 
ing, and  1  think  the  City  ot  Boston  is  about  as  good  a 
place  to  commence  it  as  any  other.  The  City  of  Bos- 
on is  better  represented  in  this  nail  than  in  any  other 
place,  and  here  is  the  place  to  begin.  1,  for  one.  am 
affected  at  every  meeting  night,  by  the  condition  of 
the  atmosphere  I  am  obliged  to  breathe.  I  never 
leave  this  hall,  after  being  here  an  hour,  without  a 
confused  swimming  of  the  head,  because  of  the  bad 
almosphere  I  am  obliged  to  breathe.  I  don't  object 
to  the  heat,  but  It  is  the  vitiated  atmosphere.  I 
hope  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  will  bestir 
themselves. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  don't  know  but  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  can 
answer  this  much  better  than  1  can,  and  I  will  let 
him  make  the  statement. 

Alderman  Woolley — I  am  quite  sorry  the  Alder- 
man from  the  Highlands  is  disposed  to  throw  this 
whole  thine  on  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings,  but  he  is  ready  and  willing  as  the 
chairman  of  that  committee  to  assume  that  responsi- 
bility. This  matter  of  veotilation  has  been  discussed 
pro  and  con.  and  there  is  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion in  this  Board  of  Aldermen  in  regard  to 
the  ventilation  of  this  chamber.  Neverthele-s, 
the  Commtttee  on  Public  Buildings  have  in- 
vestigated aud  tried  to  get  some  perfect  sys- 
tem for  ventilating  this  chamber.  But  they  have 
not  as  yet  had  any  system  laid  before  them  that  they 
thought  would  work  satisfactorily  or  would  be  a  re- 
compense for  the  money  spent.  lu  answer  to  the 
Alderman  opposite  I  would  say  that  this  board  has 
already  passed  an  order  instructing  the  Electric 
Light  Company,  through  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  to  put  their  lights  in  this  chamber.  It  is 
only  on  account  of  the  disappointment  in  not  getting 
their  machine  of  sufficient  size  to  put  in  the  base- 
ment, to  light  this  chamber,  that  the  lights  were  not 
introduced  into  this  room,  and  have  been  put  in 
the  Mayor's  office  instead.  There  is  no  doubt, 
as  the  professor  m  charge  has  informed  the 
committee,  that  he  will  have  the  lights  in 
this  chamber  in  two  weeus.  Accordiug  to  the 
representations  made  by  him  and  nis  asso- 
ciates, those  lights  will  go  a  long  yvays  towards  venti- 
lating this  chamber.  The  gentlemen  have  beeti 
before  the  committee  and  they  state  that  the  heat 
from  their  lights  will  be  less  than  one-third  that 
which  we  get  now  from  the  gas  lignts.  Under  the 
representations  made  to  them,  the  Cou.udttee  on 
Public  Buildings  have  thought  it  would  be  highly 
improper,  so  to  speak,  to  spend  #3500  in  trying  to 
ventilate  this  chamber,  when  this  company  repre- 
ents  that  there  will  be  no  need  of  itatter  their  lights 
have  been  introduced. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  must  say  one  word  more  in  re- 
lation to  the  veutilatiou  ot  this  loom.  I  didn't  sup- 
pose, sir,  when  £  reao  that  piece  in  tne  paper,  that  I 
was  the  only  one  in  this  board  who  was  titty  years 
behi u.1  the  times.  I  tind,  sir,  that  I  am  not 
the  only  one  who  is  fifty  years  behind  the 
times.  We  have  a  committee  on  Public  Buildings 
that  cannot  find  t  way  to  ventilate  this  room.  And, 
sir,  ventilation  is  the  first  thing  nowadays  for  places 
where  the  public  are  to  assemble.  In  your  school- 
houses,  sir,  the  very  tirst  principle  is  for  ventilation. 
And,  sir,  you  have  sent  your  architect  abroad  to  tind 
out  it  there  is  any  such  thing  as  ventilation,  and  he 
comes  back,  sir,  according  to  the  instruction  given  us 
by  that  committee,  and  savs  there  is  no  wav  to  venti- 
late this  room.  And  I  am  the  only  one  who  is  fifty 
years  behind  the  time.  Why,  sir.  if  I  was  chairman 
ot  that  committee  I  would  iiave  take"!  it  out  of  my 
pocket,  but  what  I  would  have  ventilated  this  cham- 
ber, if  I  was  going  to  oe  here  another  year.  You 
kuow  this  air  isn't  fit  to  go  into  your  lungs,  reading 
as  you  are  there;  and  if  it  is  not  fit  to  go  into  your 
lungs  while  reading,  how  can  a  man  feel,  standing 
here?  I  don't  know  but  that  the  other  parts 
of  the  room  are  just  about  as  bad  as  it  is  here,  but 
some  of  the  other  Aldermen  tell  me  it  is  not.  But 
that  is  no  excuse.  I  wish  this  room  could  be  ven- 
tilated. When  the  city  architect  tells  us  it  cannot 
be  done  for  $3500,  he  tells  what  is  not  true.  If  I 
could  not  ventilate  it  properly  for  $2500,  so  mat 
every  man  can  sit  in  thi«  room  with  ea^e,  I  will  give 
my  head  for  a  football.  I  have  practised  ventila- 
tion for  years,  and  when  they  make  the'r  reports 
that  it  cannot  be  done  without  so  much  expense,  I 
dou't  believe  it.  If  the  City  of  Boston  iB  not  able  to 
appropriate  money  to  ventilate  this  room,  so  that  the 
men  can  sit  here  with  comfort,  I  advise  them  to  hire 
some  old  house  out  on  a  hill  where  they  can  sit  with 
comfort.  I  move  that  the  report  be  laid  upon  the 
table, 

Alderman  Woollev — The  gentleman  misunder- 
stands  me.     1    did    not   mean    to  say  that   this   room 
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cannot  be  ventilated.  I  said  that  no  system  had 
proposed  that  the  committee  felt  justified  in  intro- 
ducing. A  large  sum  of  money  was  spent  in  trying 
to  ventilate  the  Common  Council  chamber,  and  it  is 
not  satistaetory.  I  understand  from  a  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  Council  that  they  would  rather 
have  the  room  as  it  was  before  the  system  of  venti- 
lation was  introduced  than  to  have  it  as  it  is  now. 
A  large  sum  of  money  was  spent  on  ventilating  a 
schoolhouse,  and  a  scientific  man  has  reported  to 
tne  Committee  on  Public  Buildiugs  that  alter 
this  large  expenditure  of  money  ic  is  not  so 
well  ventilated  to  day  as  it  was  before  the 
money  was  spent.  That  is  the  report  of  the 
committee.  How,  sir,  unless  we  have  some  system 
which  we  know  willgive  satisfaction,  why  should  we 
tbiow  away  $3500  or  $2000  in  trying  to  ventilate  this 
room.  The  Coumiittte  on  Public  -Buildings  are 
willing  to  adopt  auy  perfect,  system  of  ventilation. 
They  have  inquired  into  and  examiued  several  sys- 
tems, but  none  of  them  have  been  found  satisfactory. 
Gentlemen  representing  several  systems  have  exam- 
ined this  hall  and  given  it  up.  The  City  Architect  is 
not  to  blame.  He  was  not  the  architect  of  tbis  build- 
ing. He  is  willing  to  carry  out  the  orders  of  the  Com- 
mittee ou  Public  Buildioge.  Tbe  committee  are  to 
blame.  I  want  the  gentleman  to  understand  that  the 
City  Architect  is  in  no  way  to  blame  for  not  ventil- 
ting  this  chamber. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  feel  ashamed  as  a  resident 
of  Boston  and  New  England,  wh,?re  wedaim  to  he  the 
borne  of  senilis  and  invention,  to  have  any  man  stand 
up  here  at  this  late  day  and  claim  that  this  room  can- 
not have  fresh  a4r  led  or  driven  into  it,  if  you  choose 
to  do  so.  Sav  what  they  please  about  the  cost,  the 
$3500  did  not  come  from  our  side,  That  is  what  the 
committee  said  it  would  cost,  if  I  understand  aright, 
and  the  order  was  offered  that  they  might  have  au- 
thority to  spend  tbe  money  that  they  said  it  would 
cost.  It  isn't  so  much  a  matter  of  expense  as  it  is  a 
matter  ot  necessity  to  put  some  fresh  air  Into  this 
room.  Now  I  am  glad  to  see  the  committee  stand 
together  andassnme  the  responsibility  for  this  state  of 
things.  It  is  useless  to  hold  anybody  responsible, 
who  should  be  responsible.  I  would  naturally  hold 
the  City  Architect  responsible,  in  the  first  place,  for 
erecting  such  a  building,  with  such  a  state  of  things 
as  this;  and  in  the  second  place,  for  not  relievins  us 
of  the  difficulty  we  have.  But  the  committee  insist 
that  the  architect  is  not  responsible, and  that  it  is  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings.  Therefore,  a  little 
paragraph  whicfi  I  have  just  pulled  out  of  my  pocket 
does  not  apply  to  the  City  Architect.  It  is  a  commu- 
nication in  the  Traveller  in  reference  to  the  botch 
of  the  Old   State  House: 

•'I  think  it  no  injustice  to  say,  if  the  City 
Architect  has  deliberately  tolerated  this  work, 
he  should,  at  tbe  expense  of  the  city,  be 
provided  with  the  proper  architectural  books,  be 
sent  for  aterm  or  two  to  the  Architectural  School  at 
the  Institute  of  Technology,  or  for  a  time  be  sus- 
pended, while  some  one  properly  versed  in  Colonial 
architecture  is  put  in  charge  of  the  work." 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  see  from  that  a  remedy.  If 
the  City  Architect  is  not  competent  to  relieve  this 
building,  or  if  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
fail  to  see  the  importance,  and  claim  they  are  unable 
to  do  so,  I  hope  we  shall  call  upon  some  of  the  stu- 
dents of  the  School  of  Technology  to  see  whether 
they  cannot  help  us  out  of  this  fix.  I  think  it  is  a 
pretty  state  of  things,  when  any  man  will  stand  in 
tnis  hall  and  say  that  fresh  air  cannot  be  put  into 
this  room.  I .  Link,  of  course ,  that  the  putting  in  of 
electric  lights  that  do  not  consume  oxyaen,  will  be 
of  g  eat  service;  hut  vet  we  are  breathing  this  air 
over  and  over  again,  without  a  particle  of  fresh  air 
from  the  street,  and  I  think  that  for  practical  busi- 
ness uieu  it  is  saying  a  great  deal  when  they  stand 
here  and  say  it  cannot  be  done. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  don't  understand  that  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  has 
sr.id  it  cannot  be  ventilated.  In  company  with  him 
and  one  other  member  of  the  committee  1  went  and 
examined  some  of  these  systems  of  ventilation,  and 
we  went  with  the  City  Architect.  We  concluded 
that  if  we  put  it  in  here  it  would  not  give  satisfac- 
tion, and  would  cost  a  great  deal  of  money  with 
nothing  of  benefit  to  be  derived  from  It.  Also  in 
conversation  with  members  of  the  Common  Council 
thev  said  they  would  rather  not  have  their  system  of 
ventilation  than  have  it,  and  would  rather  have  their 
room  back  as  it  was  before.  It  seems  to  me  that 
now  as  it  is  so  near  the  end  of  the  year,  it  is  much 
better  to  let  this  matter  rest  until  these  new  electric 
lights  are  put  in  here,  and  if  we  find  we  can  b»eatbe 
comfortably  for  two  or  three  hours  it  will  remedy 
the  difficulty.  I  hope  the  report  of  the  Finance 
Committee  will   be  accepted,  and  that  the  next  City 


Government  will  take  the  matter  up  if  the  electric 
lights  do  not  remedy  the  difficulty. 

Alderman  Curtis— For  fifteen  years  those  who 
have  been  doing  service  in  this  board  have  been  ask- 
ing for  the  ventilation  of  this  room.  And  to-day — 
in  this  day  of  improvements,  sir— we  are  told  by 
this  committee  that  we  had  Letter  put  it  off  another 
year;  that  we  are  not  yet  quite  competent  to  do 
anything  of  this  kind.  They  are  not  fifty  years  be- 
hind tbe  times.  We  want  to  lay  it  over  to  another  year 
aod  make  sixteen  years  of  it,  that  this  board  have 
been  trying  to  ventilate  this  room.  For  fifteen  years 
not  a  committee  have  been  found  competent  with  an 
architect  to  plan  a  thing  whatever  to  ventilate  this 
room.  Why,  sir,  if  I  could  not  ventilate  his  room 
any  other  way  I  would  pry  a  stone  out  of  that  wall 
there  and  have  a  hole  through  there,  if  I  didn't  do 
anything  else.  I  would  do  something.  As  tne  fel- 
low says,  I  would  knock  somebody  down  but  what 
I  would  have  a  hole  through  to  let  that  bad  air 
out.  Now  when  a  City  Architect  and  a  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings  cannot  get  anything  to 
veUilate  this  room — 1  don't  want  to  say  too 
much  about  the  City  Architect,  because  he  has  just 
come  from  Europe  and  has  not  perfected  his  ideas, 
and  I  don't  want  to  sav  too  much  about  this  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings.  I  will  admit  that  they 
know  more  than  I  oo,  because  they  have  been  filteen 
years  at  it,— but  I  think  we  had  better  put  another 
committee  on  it  with  them,  and  double  the  commit- 
tee up  so  we  can  have  enough  men  who  will  put  their 
heads  together  and  see  if  they  cannot  come  down  to 
the  modern  times  and  not  be  so  much  behind  the 
times.  I  don't  like  to  see  this  committee  behind  the 
times  like  I  am.  I  want  them  to  come  up  and  not  be 
so  much  lehind  the  time.  I  hope  the  order  will  lay 
upon  the  table  because  I  may  think  of  something  be- 
fore next  Mooday  nisht  to  help  it  along. 

Alderman  Viles — I  am  not  an  architect  and  cannot 
ventilate  this  building.  Perhaps  some  of  us  will  be 
left  out  in  the  cold  next  week  where  we  will  have  all 
the  fresh  air  we  want,  and  I  think  we  can  better  dis- 
cuss this  matter  a  fortnight  from  to-day.  I  move 
that  it  be  assigned  to  the  19th  instant. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  will  accept  the  amendment. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  hope  the  Alderman  will 
make  it  a  week  later  in  order  to  get  these  new  lights 
in,  and  have  the  benefit  of  the  experience  we  may 
derive  from  them. 

Alderman  Viles  accepted  tbe  amendment. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  will  accept  the  amendment. 
I  suppose  tbe  reason  of  this  is  we  doD't  know  who  is 
coming  back  here.  I  think  we  had  better  calculate 
that  nobody  is  coming  back  and  look  out  for  our- 
selves. There  is  only  this  month  left,  and  we  had 
better  calculate  that  we  are  all  going  out. 

Further  consideration  of  the  subject  was  specially 
assigned  to  Dec.  27th  at  5  P.  M. 

Diltaway  School. 

Report  on  the  order  authorizing  the  Committee 
on  Public  Instiuctiou  to  purchase  a  lot  or  laud  on 
Kenilworth  street  for  the  Dillaway  school,  with  an 
order  providing  the  means— That  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts  be  ami  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer 
from  the  reserved  fuud  to  an  appropriation  to  be 
styled  (jrammar  Schoolhouse,  Keuilworth  street, 
tbe  sum  of  $28,000,  the  same  to  constitute  a  suecial 
appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  land  on  Kenil- 
worth street,  Roxbury,  for  a  schoolhouse  site.  Order 
passed,  yeas  11,  nays  0.  The  order  to  purchase  the 
laud  was  also  passed.  Severally  sent  down. 
The  Extra  High  Service  System. 

Report  on  the  report  of  Committee  on  Water  in 
favor  of  granting  the  request  of  the  Boston  Water 
Board  for  an  appropriation  for  the  extension  of  the 
high  service  with  sn  order— That  the  Treasurer  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  borrow  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  at  such 
rate  of  interest  as  they  shall  determine,  $744,000; 
tlr.s  sum  is  hereby  constituted  a  special  appropria- 
tion for  the  extension  of  the  high  service  of  the  Co- 
chituate  Water  Works,  and  appropriated  for  said 
purpose.  Order  passed — Yeas,  11;  nays,  0.  Sent 
down. 

The  order  to  accept  Chapter  199  of  the  Acts  of  1881, 
referred  to  the  Finauce  Committee  with  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  (Vater  was  passed.    Sent  down. 
Contingent  Fund — Joint  Committees. 

Report  that  the  balance  of  $441.64  in  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  the  joint  committees  will  not  be  suffi- 
cient for  the  present  year  ana  asking  tor  the  passage 
of  an  order — That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  to  the  appropriation  for  '.he  Contingent  Fund, 
Joint  (jounrittees,  the  sum  oi  $191)0.  Order  passed, 
yeas  10.  nays  0.    Sent  down. 
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Report  on  the  Names  of  Streets. 

ReDort  od  the  order  to  traasfer  to  the  credit  of 
the  Couiroittee  on  Ordinance",  with  the  same  in  a 
new  draft — That  toe  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  a  special  appropriation,  to  he  called  ''Records 
of  Street  Names,"  the  sum  of  $1500,  the  same  to 
constitute  a  special  appropriation  for  preparing  a 
complete  report  on  the  names  of  streets.  Order 
passed,  yeas  11,  nays  0.    Sent  down. 

Widening  of  Kneeland  Street. 

Report  on  the  report  of  Committee  on  Streets  in 
favor  of  widening  Kneelan.i  street  with  an  order- 
That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
borrow  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  and  at  such  rate  of  interest  as  they  shall  de- 
termine, the  sum  of  $160,000;  this  i-uin  is  hereby  con- 
stituted a  special  appropriation  for  the  widening  of 
Kneeland  street  from  Lincoln  street  to  Federal 
street,  and  appropriated  for  said  purrose.  Order 
passed,  yeas  12,  nays  0.  Sent  down. 
STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  tDe  part  of  the   board: 

Keports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  condi- 
tions to  occupy  stables  as  lollows: 

Isaac  Gibbs,  S  Mead  street. 

Asa  P.  Potter, 244Commonwealth  aveuue,Ward  11. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  to  occupy 
stable  by  B.  F.  Clowes,  at  89  Condor  street,  Ward  2. 

Severally  accepted. 

THE       APPROACHES       TO        THE        CHARLEST0WX 
BRIDGES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  offered  an  order— That  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the  next 
legislature  to  pass  an  act  conferring  upon  the  City  of 
Boston  all  the  right,  title  and  interest  that  the  Com- 
monwealth has  in  the  Charles-river  and  Warren 
bridge?,  and  the  approaches  thereto,  together  with 
authority  to  discontinue  either  or  both  said  bridges, 
and  sell  the  approaches  thereto  whenever  the  said 
city  may  deem  the  same  advisable. 

Alderman  Caldwell — I  offer  that  order  for  the 
reason  that  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee 
brings  two  propositions  before  this  boira,  either  of 
which  would  necessarily  tend  to  vacate  the  ap- 
proaches to  one  of  the  bridges,  and  this  order  will 
merely  give  the  city  the  right  to  do  it,  provided  they 
want  to. 

The  Chairman— The  Chair  would  suggest  that  it 
would  be  well  to  lay  this  order  on  the  table  until  the 
other  matter  is  taken  up  and  disposed  of. 

The  order  was  laid  or  the  table. 
MARKETS. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  thefollowing: 

Ordered,  That  Faneuil  Hall  Markets  be  closed  on 
Monday,  Dec.  26th  iost.    Passed. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  A.  Stanley,  widow  of  Frederick  M.  Stan- 
ley, the  sum  of  $90,  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the 
Appropriation  lor  Markets. 

Alderman  Slade— This  Mr.  Stanley  was  for  a  long 
time  a  faithful  watcuinau  in  the  market.  He  died 
suddenly,  about  a  month  ago,  and  half  a  mouth's 
pay  was  due  him.  This  ordei  u  to  pay  his  widow  a 
full  month's  pay,  which  the  committee  believe  she 
ought  to  have. 

The  oraer  was  pas-.ed. 

PAVING    REPORTS   AND   ORDERS. 

Alderman  Blade  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  ou  Paving: 

Reports  and  orders — 

Granting  permission  to  William  W.  Kellett  to  iun 
underground  slutting  from  156  Purchase  street  to 
175-170  Summer  street,  on  the  u.sual  condition?. 

(Wanting  permission  t?  the  Board  of  Fire  Commis- 
sioner.-, to  rrect  tt-n  telegraph  poles  on  Mt.  Vernon 
street,  Dorchester,  oeiween  Dorchester  avenue  and 
the  Old  Colony  Railroad. 

That  notice  be  given  to  the  owner  of  estate  2610 
Washington  street,  that  the  retaining  wall  in  front 
of  bi»  estate  is  in  an  unsafe  condition,  and  that  he  be 
directed  to  cause  said  wall  to  be  rebuilt  in  a  good 
and  substantial  manner. 

For  a  hearing  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  27th,  at  4  P.  M., 
on  petition  of  South  Boston  K.  K.  Co.  to  lay  a  curved 
track  on  W.  Broadway  at  Third  street. 

For  edgestouts  ana  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  the 
schoolbouse  lot  on  Lgieston  square. 

For  brick  sidewalk  on  the  westerly  side  of  Lam- 
bert avenue,  between  Dorr  and  Ceaar  streets;  James 
Moore,  22  Copeland  street;  Aldeu  Avery,  263-265 
Newbury  street;  Kufus  K.  Lord,  61  and  63  Putnam 
street;  City  of  Boston,  West  seventh  street. 


For  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  of  Gamaliel  and 
James  B.  Thayer,  trustees,  on  Huntington  avenue, 
corner  West  i\ewton  street. 

Orders  severally  passed. 

Whereas  the  corporation  counsel  of  the  city  in  a 
communication  of  Nov.  30th, addressed  to  his  Honor 
the  Mayor,  stated  that  Lincoln  street  between  B?ach 
ana  Kneeland  streets  was  a  public  street  of  this  citv, 
therefore  it  is  hereby  Ordered,  That  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets  be  directed  to  forthwith  place 
said  Lincoln  street  in  safe  condition  for  public 
travel,  the  expense  thereof,  estimated  at  $1000,  to  be 
charged  to  the  appropriation  for  paving. 

Passed. 

Reports  iu  favor  of   granting  permits  to   move 
wooden  buildings  by  Sylvester   Richards  (.two  build- 
ings) and  W.  R.  Cavanagh.    Accepted. 
South  lioston  Railroad. 

City  of  Boston,  ) 

In  Board  ok  Aldkrmen,  [ 

December  5, 1881.     ) 

The  Committer  on  Paviug  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  petition  of  the  South  Boston  Railroad 
Company  for  a  location  of  track  iu  Kneeland  and 
Lincoln  streets,  respectfully  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  accompanying  order  of  location. 
For  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  heretofore 
granted  to  the  South  Boston  Railroad  Company  to 
lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the  right  to  lay 
down  a  single  track  ou  Kneeland  street  between 
South  and  Lincoln  streets,  and  en  Lincoln  street  oe- 
tweeu  Kneeland  and  Beach  streets,  and  to  connect 
the  same  with  the  track  of  said  company  as  now  laid 
down  on  Kneeland  street  in  front  of  the  Old  Colony 
Railroad  Station  and  with  the  northerly  track  of  said 
company  on  Beach  street  at  Lincoln  street.  The 
tracks  located  by  this  order  being  shown  on  a  plan 
drawn  by  Daniel  Coolidge,  Civil  Engineer,  dated 
Dec.  1,  1881,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Streets. 

The  right  to  lay  down  the  tracks  located  by  this 
order  is  upon  condition  that  the  whole  work  of  lay- 
ing down  said  tracks,  the  form  of  rail,  and  the  kind 
and  quality  of  material  used  in  paving  said  tracks 
shall  be  uuder  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Commitlee  on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent 
of  Streets,  and  shall  be  approved  by  them.  Also 
upon  condition  that  whenever  the  city  shall  revise 
the  grade  or  repave  the  roadway  of  Kneeland  and 
Lincoln  streets  said  company  shall  relay  said  tracks 
to  conform  to  I  aid  revised  grade  at  its  own  expense. 
Also  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall  accept 
this  order  of  location  and  shall  agree  to  comply  with 
the  conditions  therein  contained,  and  shall  file  said 
acceptance  and  agreement  with  the  City  Clerk  with- 
in thirty  days  of  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this 
order;  otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Order  passed. 

Highland  Railway. 

City  ok  Boston,  > 

In  Board  of  aldermen,     [ 

Dec.  5, 1881.  ) 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted the  petitions  of  the  Highland  Street  Railway 
Company  for  a  location  of  tracks  on  Hampden  and 
Northampton  streets,  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  accompanying  order  of  location. 
For  the  Committee. 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  in  addition  to  the  rights  heretofore 
granted  to  the  Highland  Street  Railway  Company  to 
lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the  ri'.'ht  to  lav 
down  double  tracks  o~  Hampden  street  from  Dudley 
street  to  Northampton  street,  and  to  connect  the 
same  with  the  double  tracks  now  on  Dudley  street, 
near  Hampden  street;  also  to  lav  down  double  tracks 
on  N(  rthainpton  street,  from  the  tracks  located  by 
this  order  on  Hampden  street  to  Washington  street, 
and  across  Washington  street  to  the  tracks  of  tue 
Metropolitan  Railroad  on  Northampton  street  west- 
erly of  .Washington  street:  also  curved  tracks  at  the 
comer  of  Shawmut  avenue  and  Northampton  street. 
to  connect  the  tracks  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
on  Northampton  street  with  the  tracks  of  the  Rich- 
land Street  Railway  Company  on  Shawmut  avenue 
mirth  of  Northampton  street. 

The  tracks  located  by  this  order  are  shown  ou 
plans  drawn  by  Crafts  &  Forbes,  civil  engineers, 
dated  Nov.  15, 1881,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets. 

The  right  to  lay  down  the  tracks  located  by  this 
order  is  upon  condition  that  the  whole  work   of  lay- 
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ing  down  said  tracks  and  the  form  of  rail  used,  shall 
be  under  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Committee  on  Paving  and  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  aud  shah  be  approved  by  them;  also  upon 
condition  that  the  space  occupied  by  said  tracks  and 
the  space  betweeu  the  same  snail  he  paved  with 
small  granire  blocks,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Super- 
inieuueiit  of  Streets;  also  upon  condition  that  said 
company  shall  accept  this  order  of  location  ana  shall 
agree  in  writing  to  comply  with  the  conditions  there- 
in contained,  and  shall  tile  said  acceptance  and 
agreement  with  the  City  Clerk  within  thirty  days  of 
the  date  of  the  passage  «f  this  order;  otherwise  it 
shall  be  null  and  void. 
Order  passed, 

ELECTRIC  LIGHTS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings  on 
the  pait  of  the  board  in  favor  of  granting  permits 
to  locate  electric  lights  as  follows: 

N.  E.  Western  Electric  Light  Co..  in  front  of  159 
Beach  street. 

J.  M.  C.  McGowan,  front  of  Park-square  Hotel. 

W.  H.  Zinn,  in  front  of  55  Temple  place. 

Mis.  Rosa  S.  BrowD,  19%  Beach  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Viles,  for  the  Committee  on  Streets  on 
the  part  of  the  board,  offered  an  order  to  pay  for 
land  laken  and  all  damages  occasioned  by  laying  out 
streets  as  follows:  Hannah  H.  Drew, $601 1.40,  for 
land  taken  in  name  of  heirs  of  Charles  Haynes,  for 
extension  of  Huntington  avenne  to  Parker  street. 
Passed. 

SEWERS. 
Alderman  Viles,  for  the  Committee  on  Sewers, 
offered  an  order — That  $9.03  be  abated  from  the  as- 
sessment levied  upon  Rebecca  Mott  for  a  sewer  in 
Henchman  street,  on  account  of  inability  to  pay. 
Passed. 

STONY  BROOK. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  older— That  his  floaor 
the  Mayor  be  authorized  to  execute  such  agreements 
as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  right  to  fill 
up  and  close  the  channel  of  Stony  Brook,  in 
the  lands  of  Hannah  Dudley,  Frederick  and 
Heury  Guild,  and  Amos  W.  Stetson,  trustee  of 
James  P.  Ihorndike's  estate;  and  in  consideration 
of  the  release  of  all  claims  for  damages  on  account 
thereof,  to  release  all  claims  for  betterments  that 
may  be  assessed  upon  the  lands  of  said  Dudley, 
Guild,  and  Stetson,  trustee.  Passed.  Sent  down, 
OBSTRUCTION    OF    WATER    STREET    BY     WAGONS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police  on  the  part  of  the  board  on  the  pe- 
tition of  T.  H.  Carter  and  otbeis,  that  the  wagons 
standing  on  Water  street,  between  Washington  and 
Devonshire  street-,  may  be  removed;  that  Water 
street,  although  it  has  been  widened  three  different 
times,  namely  in  1857,  1862  and  1864,  at  a  total  cost  of 
$83,386,  is  still  a  narrow  street;  its  width  between 
the  curbs  in  the  portion  referred  to  by  the  peti- 
tioners being  but  18  feet.  Tbe  width  of  an  or- 
dinary job  wagon  being  not  less  than  six  feet, 
the  travelled  roadway  is  practically  reduced  to 
12  feet  in  widtn  on  account  of  the  occupation  of 
the  street  as  stated.  If  a  team  happens  to  be  drawn 
up  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  however,  this 
width  is  reduced  to  six  feet,  and  the  street  is  closed 
entirely  whenever  a  team  ba  ks  up  to  the  opposite 
sidewalk  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  goods.  Tbe 
committee  consider  that  this  obstruction  to  travel 
should  not  be  longer  permitted  in  a  thoroughfare  of 
the  city.  Tbere  is  a  large  amount  of  travel  through 
Water  street,  and  being  an  important  outlet  from 
tbe  narrowest  part  of  Washington  street,  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  necessity  that  its  roadway  should  be  kept  as 
nearly  as  possible  free  from  obstruction.  The  con'- 
lnittee  therefore  respectfully  recommend  the  pas- 
sage or  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  Teat  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners 
be  lequested  to  remove  to  another  locution  the 
wagous  ttiat  are  at  present  allowed  to  stand  ou  the 
southerly  side  ot  Water  street,  between  Washington 
street  aad  Devonshire  street. 

The  question  was  upon  tbe  passage  of  the  order. 

Alderman  Fro?t — I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the 
chairman  if  be  had  any  conference  will  the  parties 
who  are  to  be  removed,  or  where  he  is  gmng  to  send 
them? 

Alderman  Viles— The  people  who  own  this  prop- 
erty are  the  largest  taxpayers  in  tbe  City  of  Boston, 
and  they  feel  very  mucu  aggrieved  that  the  narrow 
part  of  the  street  should  be  blocked  by  wagons  stand- 
ingthere  wailing  for  business.  They  have  been  before 


the  committee  several  times.  We  put  it  off  until  we 
had  looked  carefully  into  the  matter.  As  the  docu- 
ment stares,  the  street  has  been  widened  three  limes, 
i9  but  18  feet  wide,  and  with  tbe  wagons  standing 
there  on  the  down  grade,  it  is  impossible  to  prevent 
almost  constant  blocks.  The  committee  found  the 
standing  of  tnese  wagons  there  a  great  objection  to 
the  people  occupying  the  stores,  and  they  reported 
in  favor  of  the  passage  of  this  order.  They  report 
that  the  location  be  selected  by  the  Police  Commis- 
sioners, who  have  power  to  do  so.  The  committee 
have  no  feeling  in  the  matter,  but  the  people  there 
feel  veiy  much  aggrieved. 

Alderman  Frost— I  desired  to  know  whether  the 
teamsters  have  been  consulted  in  the  matter.  They 
have  always  stood  tbere  since  I  have  been  in  Boston, 
and  there  is  quite  a  number  of  them  there.  I  cannot 
think  of  a  place  in  that  part  of  the  city  where  they 
can  be  put,  where  they  will  be  any  more  out  of  the 
way  than  there.  I  cannot  see  where  they  can  be 
placed,  and  I  was  in  hopes  some  arrangement  had 
been  made  for  them,  or  that  they  had  been  heard. 
I  don't  wish  to  interfere  with  the  action  ot  the  com- 
mittee, but  it  seems  to  me  tbere  may  be  a  hardship 
in  this  matter. 

Alderman  Hersey-  It  isn't  the  duty  of  this  hoard 
to  locate  the  teams;  that  belongs  to  the  Police  Com- 
missioners. This  is  an  order  requesting  the  Police 
Commissioners  to  find  some  other  location  for  the 
teams.  Certainly  tney  had  better  stand  almost  any- 
where else  than  there.  The  City  of  Boston  has  been 
to  the  expense  of  widi-nmg  the  street,  and  these 
teams  cause  a  greater  obstruction  than  before  the 
street  was  widened.  I  presume  this  location  was 
handed  down  to  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  aud  the  stand  has  been 
there  for  a  long  time.  Any  one  passing  down  that 
street,  seeing  the  teams  standing  there  ar  '.he  Boston 
Journal  jthce  putting  off  paper,  aud  then  see  this 
string  of  teams  on  the  other  side,  will  be  convincsd 
that  it  ought  not  long  to  continue.  I  suppose  the 
Police  Commissioners  will  find  some  other  place. 
This  does  not  direct  them  to  do  it;  but  only  requests 
them.  The  selection  of  the  stand  is  something  out 
of  our  power. 

Alderman  Viles — I  have  no  doubt  the  Police  Com- 
missioners will  find  some  other  place.  My  attention 
has  also  been  called  to  Milk  street,  which  was  also 
widened.  First  there  was  a  horse  car  track  put  in 
it,  and  teams  are  located  there,  and  it  is  certaiidy 
one  of  the  worst  corners  in  Boston ;  but  nothing  has 
been  brought  before  the  committee  in  regard  to  it, 
and  there  is  no  petition. 

The  order  was  passed. 

BALLOT  BOXES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following: 
Toe  special  committee  charged  with  the  duty  of 
providing  a  sufficient  number  of  registering  ballot 
boxes  for  use  at  elections  in  this  city  beg  leave  to  re- 
port that  the  new  boxes  will  be  ready  for  use  at  t!>e 
next  election.    It  is  intended  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
serving a  correct  register  of  the  number  of  ballots 
cast,  that  this  box  shall  be  used  only  for  the  deposit  of 
the  regular  Municipal  ticket.  Theballotstobecastby 
women,  and  the  votes  on  the  license  question  will  be 
depositeu  in  another  box  of  the   pattern  heretofore 
in  use.      As  the  law  provides  that  this  board  may 
pass  such  regulations  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the 
boxes  and  the  manner  of  receiving,  counting  and  re- 
turning the  votes,  as  thy  may  think  expedient,  the 
committee  recommend  the  passage  of  the  following 
rules  for  the  guidance  of  the  election  officers. 
Clinton  Viles,  1 
C.  H.  Hersey,    [  Committee. 
C.  H.  B.  Breck,) 

1.  Ballots  shall  be  deposited  with  tbe  face  down- 
ward, or  folded  once,  so  as  to  receive  the  impression 
of  the  cancelling  device  upon  their  backs. 

2.  No  ballots  are  to  be  removed  from  the  box  until 
the  polls  are  closed.  But,  in  order  to  secure  room 
for  the  deposit  of  all  ballots,  the  Warden 
may,  between  11  and  12  o'clock,  request  the 
police  officer  m  attendance  to  open  the  box, 
and  may,  in  the  presence  of  said  police  officer  and 
the  supervisors,  pack  or  press  down  the  ballots  in  the 
box  in  order  to  mak  e  room  for  the  deposit  of  addi- 
tional ones;  this  process  may  be  repeated  after  2  P. 
M.,  if  it  shall  become  necessary. 

3.  If  the  registering  box  should,  by  accident,  fail 
to  work,  so  tbat  the  ballots  cannot  be  deposited 
therein,  recourse  may  be  had  to  a  box  ef  the  usual 
pattern  kept  in  reserve  and  uupplied  to  each  precinct. 

4.  If  an  impression  of  the  cancelling  device  should 
be  accidentally  received  uoon  the  face  of  a  ballot, 
any  name  thereon  affected  thereby  shall  not  be  re- 
garded as  effaced,  but  shall  be  counted  by  the  pre- 
cinct officers. 
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5.  .During  tue  entire  time  while  tbe  polls  are  open 
the  boxes  anu  check  lists  shall  be  in  charge  of  at 
least  two  election  officers  or  different  political  views. 

6.  The  City  Clerk  shall  prepare,  print  aud  tarnish 
to  the  electiou  officers  of  each  precinct  a  complete 
get  nf  directions  tor  (be  management  anil  use  of  the 
registering  ballot  box. 

Alderman  Viles— The  board  are  well  aware  th  t 
the  committee  have  had  this  matter  in  charge  a  long; 
time.  The  committee  were  much  grieved  that  they 
did  not  get  the  t>al  lot-boxes  to  use  at  the  State  elec- 
tion, although  they  have  beeo  very  diligent,  with 
our  City  Clerk,  who  lias  worked  with  us  all 
through.  But  we  have  followed  the  matter  up 
closelv  and  will  have  the  boxes  at  the  next 
election.  As  the  boxes  are  new  in  this  city 
we  shall  have  to  make  some  rules  and  reg- 
ulations by  which  the  officers  can  be  governed  in  re- 
ceiving the  ballots.  We  have  made  one  rule  by  which 
the  Warden  has  tbe  right  to  call  upon  a  police  officer 
and  open  Ihe  bos  when  it  is  necessary  to  press  down 
the  ballots.  We  don't  know  that  it  will  be  necessary, 
but  if  ii>  any  way  tbe  ballots  should  be  clogged,  the 
Warden  can  open  the  box  in  tbe  presence  of  the 
police  officer,  toe  clerks  and  whatever  citizens  are 
there,  and  press  the  ballots  dowo.  We  don't  know 
that  it  will  be  necessary  in  any  case,  but  if  tbe  bal- 
lots become  clogged  it  mav  be.  Ilut  it  is  understood 
that  no  ballot  is  to  be  taken  out  of  the  box.  The 
committee  have  prepared  these  rules  and  hope  they 
will  be  adopted  by  the  toard. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  rules  were 
adopted. 

CLERK    HIRE   IN   THE   COURTS. 

Alderman  Tucker  presented  requisitions  from  the 
clerks  or  the  courts  for  the  amount  of  clerk  hire  for 
November,  as  follows: 

reine Judicial »a.69  oo 

Superior  Civil  Court 243  82 

Superior  OlmiuaL  Court 223  34 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

OLD     BONDS,    CHECKS.     ETC.,    TO     BE     DESTROYED. 

Alderman  Whitten  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  Tnat  the  City  Treasurer,  under  tbe  di- 
rection ot  the  Committee  on  Treasury  Department, 
he  authorized  to  destroy  the  cancelled  bank-checks, 
cancelled  coupons  and  such  other  old  papers  relat- 
ing to  the  business  of  tbe  department  prior  to  1870, 
as  said  committee  may  consider  unnecessary  to  pre- 
serve. 

Alderman  Wbitlen— There  is  a  large  quantity  of 
old  coupons,  checks  and  other  matter  in  the  office  of 
the  City  Treasurer,  whic'i  has  been  accumulating  for 
a  number  of  years.  Il  some  of  them  should  get  onr- 
side  in  the  hands  of  unscrupulous  parties  they  mi.bt 
tie  used  to  tbe  disadvantage  of  somebody.  The  com- 
mittee thought  it  was  best  that  they  should  be  de- 
stroyed, parti"ulariy  tbe  old  boi  d>  printed  during 
the  war,  which  are  of  no  use  to  anybody. 

The  order  was  passed.     Sent  down. 
LICENSES, 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  iollowiug  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses: 

Ordered,  That  leave  be  granted  to  Edmund  H. 
Gray  to  give  dramatic  and  musical  entertainments  at 
bis  opera  house,  Chardon  street,  on  the  afternoon  of 
week  days,  on  condition  that  he  dispense  with  the 
music  of  the  band. 

Paksed. 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  the  Soldiers7  Home 
Bazaar  to  uiw  a  fair  for  ten  davs  or  longer,  com- 
mencing Heel  7th,  1881,  at  the  Mechanics'  Fair  build- 
ing on  Huntington  avenue.    Accepted. 

TREE   TO    BE  BEMOl  ID. 

Alderman  Brcck  submitted  a  report  from  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Common  on  Hie  part  of  the  board  in  favor 
of  granting  the  petition  of  J.  S.  I'utnaui,  executor, ta 
remove  a  tree  from  H  Essex  strtet,  Charlestown. 
Accepted. 

I-EKMIT    l-Oll   STEAM    ENGINE. 

Alderman    Wbitten  submitted   a  report  from  the 

Committee  on  Steam  Engines  iii  favor  of  granting  a 

iMiiinii   to   David   Snow,  exr  ,  to  locate  and   use  a 

steam  engine  at  160  Tic  uont  street.    Accepted. 

nil,  HCDDT-BTTBB    IMPROVEMENT. 

Tbe  hoard  next  took  up  the  special  assignment,  viz : 
Order  authorizing  a  loan  of  $200,000  for  tbe -Mud- 
dy-river improvement  (Doc.  1*4.) 

Alderman  Breck— the  Muddy-river  improvement 
is  a  measure  that  cill>  for  the  immediate  attention 
of  the  City  OovermneLt.  The  river  is  a  source  of 
pestilence,  and  a  nuisance  which  should  be  at  once 
abated:  it  is  a  dull,  sluggish   stream   that  receives  a 


portion  ot  the  sewage  of  the  town  of  Brookline  and 
of  Longwond  i  n  tbe  Boston  side,  and  the  current  is 
so  slow  that  there  is  ,>carcely  »ny  acton  to  it  except 
at  very  high  tide,  and  then  not  sufficient  to  carry  the 
deposits  to  Charles  river.  It  deposits  an  offensive 
accumulation  on  the  marshes,  and  upon  tbe  stream 
Mowing  to  the  public  park.  The  Park  Commissioners 
have  emphasized  the  sanitary  importance  of  the 
measure.  I  think  there  is  no  reason  why  the  order 
should  not  pass  to-night,  and  I  hope  it  will. 

The  Chairman — This  order  was  reconsidered  and 
afterwards  made  the  special  assignment  for  this 
session,  so  hat  the  action  of  the  board  to-night  will 
be  linai  upon  tbe  matter. 

Aldeiman  Viles — It  is  well  known  by  the  members 
of  this  board  that  I  voted  against  the  passage  of  this 
order.  I  did  so  because  I  believed  it  had  come  here 
sanowiched  in  with  all  the  other  schemes  lor  parks 
and  puWic  improvements  to  be  put  through.  But 
after  matrre  reflection  and  examining  into  the  mat- 
ter carefully,  I  lave  been  led  to  believe  that  the 
time  will  come  when  this  improvement  will  be  car- 
ried out.  1  do  not  believe  it  ha<  quite  come,  but 
as  the  town  of  Brookline  must  join  in  carrying  out 
the  work  for  sanitary  reasons,  and  nothing  is  to 
be  done  under  this  order  until  Brook  line  Concurs,  I 
shall  vote  for  the  order,  for  sanitary  reasons,  it  for 
nothing  else. 

Alderman  Breck — I  do  not  look  upon  this  as  a  part 
of  the  park  scheme,  but  more  as  a  sanitary  measure 
iB  connection  with  the  improvements  upon  Stony 
brook  and  the  Back  Bay.  Although  those  improve- 
ments have  been  great,  and  great  nuisances  have 
been  abated,  still  it  will  be  of  no  effect  unless  we  can 
reclaim  the  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  Muddy  river. 
If  we  can  reclaim  these  marshes  and  flats,  and  confine 
the  Muddy  river  to  a  more  direct  course  to  Charles 
river  than  it  has  now,  which  is  an  object  very  much 
to  be  desired,  it  will  uo  away  with  the  deposit  ot 
material  that  is  offensive  and  produce?  the  smells  on 
the  Back  Bay.  It  is  a  measure  that  ought  to  be  adopt- 
ed without  regard  to  tbe  park  scheme,  'there  is  an- 
other reason  why  I  think  we  should  pass  it  to-night. 
The  negotiations  now  going  on  between  tbe  Citv  of 
Boston,  and  the  town  of  Brookline  will  make  the 
improvement  of  great  advantage  to  the  city.  Brook- 
line will  pay  a  larve  portion  of  the  cost  ot'  doing  the 
work,  it  not  the  largest,  as  they  are  as  much  it  not 
more  interested  in  it  than  the  city.  If  ;he  waters  of 
this  river  are  directed  m  a  straight  courst  to  Charles 
river  the  whole  of  the  flats  will  be  greatly  improved. 
The  building  of  streets  will  be  continued  westerly 
towards  the  Brighton  District,  where  tbe  tide  of  pop- 
ulation is  now  setting.  There  can  he  no  doubt  but 
what  it  will  be  of  the  grearest  advantage  to  tbe  citv 
to  do  il  as  a  sanitary  measure.  If  it  ba<l  been  for  a 
park  measure  they  would  have  includi  d  more  terri- 
tory in  the  order  than  is  contemplated. 

Alderman  Hersey — 1  don't  believe  we  ought  to 
undertake  to  entirely  remodel  Boston  this  year. 
As  the  Alderman  has  said,  this  is  ofmoreiuiDortance 
to  Brookline  than  to  Boston.  Therefore  I  think  we 
ought  to  wait  until  we  know  what  Brook  line  will  con- 
tribute towards  this  improvement.  It  is  one  of  those 
improvements  that  can  wait.  No  land  is  to  be  affected 
by  a  rise  in  value  along  the  river,  and  we  can  make 
the  improvement  a  year  or  two  heme  as  well  as  now. 
We  ought  to  wait  until  Brookline  is  willing  to  con- 
tribute a  very  lMi'ge  portion  of  the  cost.  I  see  no 
reason,  with  all  the  other  schemes  ,ve  have  inaugu- 
rated this  vear.  to  pass  this  order  now.  for  it  can  be 
delayed  without  any  detriment  to  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton, and  1  think  we  ought  to  lay  it  over  until  some 
future  lime. 

Alderman  Wbitten— I  think  this  is  a  matter  that 
ought  not  to  he  posi poned,  because  we  are  told  by 
the  b°st  authority  that  the  condition  of  the  river  is 
affecting  the  health  not  only  of  the  town  of  Brook- 
line, but  of  that  part  of  the  city  adjoining.  Anything 
that  tends  to  better  the.  health  of  the  people,  and 
cause  less  disease  along  the  nauks  of  the  river,  the 
sooner  we  act  upon  it  the  better.  The  great 
trouble  seems  to  be  that  the  river  is  breeding  typhoid 
fever,  diphtheria,  and  other  malarial  diseases.  A 
gentleman  has  spoken  to  me  since  I  came  in  here, 
stating  that  there  are  three;new  cases  of  diphtheria, 
and  we  have  h  d  a  document  presented,  signed  by 
several  physicians,  stating  that  it  is  causing  a  great 
deal  of  disease.  The  town  of  Brookline  is  called 
upon  to  help  make  this  improvement  and  I  do  not 
see  that  we  can  gam  anything  by  putting  it  ever.  I 
understand  that,  nothing  will  be  done  by  Brookline 
until  we  do  something. 

Alderman  Curtis — Where  does  this  family  live 
that  tbe  gentleman  referred  to? 

Alderman  Whitteo— I  suppose  they  live  on  the 
bank!  of  Muddy  river.     He  told  me  5(,'. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  supposed  it  was  a  supposition. 
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The  Chairman  read  the  latter  part  of  the  order 
providing  for  the  taking  of  lands  to  the  amount  of 
$200,000  in  assessed  valuation  whenever  the  town  of 
Hrookline  shall  co  operate  and  appropriate  a  propor- 
tionate sum  for  said  improvement,  and  added:  It  is 
merely  a  matter  or  negotiation  between  the  town  of 
Brookline  and  the  City  of  Bnston. 

Alderman  Frost— I  wish  to  inquire  of  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Parks  why  they  ask  for  an 
appropriation  of  $200,000  to  improve  the  Muddy 
river  when  the  report  of  the  committee  »nd  'he 
Park  Commissioners  states  that  the  assessed  valuation 
or  the  land  included  in  the  city  is  $409,130?  Why 
they  wish  to  take  only  a  pact  of  the  land  and  go  into 
the  improvement  piecemeal?  Itseems  to  me  it  is 
poor  policy  for  us  to  undertake  to  ahate  this  nuisance 
in  that  way. 

Alderman  Breck — The  Commissioners  asked  for  an 
appropriation  of  $200,000,  and  had  in  mind  the  sani- 
tary condition  of  that  part  of  the  city  wheie  are  the 
new  park,  Commonwealth  avenue  andall  those  large, 
fine  streets,  that  are  being  poisoned  continually  with 
malaria  and  the  gases  from  Muddy  river.  They  ask 
only  for  a  sani;ary  measure.  To  be  sure,  the  Alder- 
man will  see  in  the  communications  before  us,  at  one 
time  they  were  asked  t»  consider  what  amou  it  it  will 
cost  for  the  improvement  as  a  park  or  driveway 
through  Brookline  to  Jamaica  pond,  and  the  Arnold 
Arboretum.  The  assessed  value  of  the  land  on  the 
Boston  side  was  $409,000,  and  on  the  Brooklioe  side 
$200,000.  This  order  is  to  improve  a  part  of  that 
territory  on  the  Boston  side,  and  Brookline  will 
take  care  of  her  own  part.  That  is  the  reason  why 
we  ask  for  only  $200,000,  which  tne  Alaer- 
man  cannot  fail  to  see  will  be  necessary 
when  we  take  it  into  consideration  what  Brookline  is 
going' io  pay.  I  think  the  Alderman  misunderstood 
me  when  he  said  the  town  of  Brookline  would  be 
more  benefited  than  Boston.  I  did  not  say  that.  I 
said  they  would  pay  a  large pordon  of  the  cost.  They 
will  be  benefited  to  be  sure,  and  will  pay  much  more 
than  we  do.  There  are  several  cases  of  diphtheria  in 
Longwood.  on  the  Boston  side.  Typhoid  fever  nas 
prevailed  there  ever  since  last  July,  and  become  an 
epidemic.  How  many  cases  they  have  on  the  Brook- 
line side  I  do  not  know,  because  I  am  not  so  much 
interested  there  as  on  the  Boston  side,  wuere  it  is 
epidemic,  and  may  come  up  into  the  city  and  be  a 
great  deal  worse  than  it  is  now. 

Alderman  Frost — I  do  not  quite  understand  the 
gentleman's  explanation.  It  is  no  explanation  at  all, 
as  I  read  this  report.  We  requested  the  Park  Com- 
missioners to  ascertain  and  report  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil what  arrangements  can  be  male  between  the  City 
of  Boston,  the  town  ot  Brookline  and  any  other  in- 
terested parties  for  carrying  out  ascheme  to  improve 
Muddy  river; and  also  what  proportion  if  the  cost 
was  chargeable  to  the  City  of  Boston,  and  we  have 
their  report. 

Alderman  Breck — When  was  that  request  made  of 
the  Park  Commissioners? 

Alderman  Frost— February  14, 1881.  It  see  ns  that 
the  1'ark  Commissioners  made  an  investigation,  and 
I  quote  from  their  report: 

"These  plans  are  the  result  of  joint  action  between 
the  two  Boards  o[  Park  Commissioners,  and  the  ex- 
pense will  be  divided  in  proportion  to  the  land  be- 
longing to  each  place.  The  area  of  the  land  lying 
in  Boston  is  about  81  acres.  Of  that  in  Brookline, 
about  29  acres.  A  total  of  110  acre  .  The  assessed 
valuation  of  the  part  within  the  city  limitB.  for  1881, 
was  $409,130." 

These  plans  include  the  whole  of  the  improvement 
from  Back  Bay  park  to  Jamaica  pond,  and  the  com- 
missioners asked  for  nothing  less  than  that. 

Alderman  Breck— Will  the  Alderman  look  at  the 
plan  and  see  how  it  is  laid  out?  You  say  that  leport 
was  made  in  February.  This  order  went  in  in  Sep- 
tember, or  about  the  first  of  October,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  Muddy  river. 

The  Chairman — If  the  Chair  would  be  allowed  a 
word  of  explanation:  The  order  is  emphatic  that  the 
Park  Commissioners  shall  tike  $200,000  in  assessed 
valuation  of  laud.  It  does  not  follow  that  they  will 
take  81  acres,  or  anything  like  that  area.  They  will 
take  merely  $200,000  worth  in  assessed  valuation. 

Alderman  Frost; — That  is  exactly  the  point  I  wished 
to  make:  why  the  Park  Commissioners  or  Commit- 
tee, or  anybody  else  who  reported  these  orders,  did 
not  report  the  estimated  cost,  or  ask  for  an  order  to 
cover  the  whole  cost.  All  these  park  orders  we  have 
so  far  passed  read  the  same  way,  that  so  much  land 
in  assessed  valuation  is  to  be  taken,  and  in  the  other 
schemes,  as  I  understand  it,  the  orders  include  all 
the  land  proposed  to  be  taken.  In  estimating  the 
cost  they  have  taken  the  valuation  of  the  quantity  of 
land  proposed  to  be  tak=n;  but  in  this  order  they 
asked  for  $200,000.    What  I  complain   of  is   that  all 


these  orders  are  deceitful  on  their  face.  This  order 
asks  for  money  to  take  less  than  half  of  the  land  that 
is  necessary  according  to  the  assessed  valuation.  If 
we  take  this  land  we  shall  be  obliged  to  take  less 
than  half  the  distance  it  is  proposed  to  improve; 
and  then  what  becomes  of  your  nuisauce?  Will  it 
be  abated?  Who  can  tell  us?  I  don't  believe  it  will. 
If  we  go  into  this  matter  to  abae  a  nulsance,wehave 
got  to  take  the  whole  territory  and  fill  it  up,  and  it 
will  cost  much  more  than  $200,000.  I  think  my- 
self it  is  an  admirablemeasurefor  sanitary  improve- 
eat,  but  it  is  going  to  cost  veiy  much  more  than 
anybody  at  this  board  calculates.  What  I  seriously 
object  to  is,  that  all  these  orders  are  brought  in  here 
without  stating  what  the  improvements  are  going  to 
cost;  they  are  all  deceitful  in  their  wording,  and  it 
looks  very  much  as  if  they  were  intended  to  be. 
Whether  lhat  is  the  case  or  not,  it  is  too  late  to 
remedy  it.  I  certainly  wish  to  vote  for  this  as 
a  sanitary  measure.  I  don't  know  whether  there 
is  any  hurry  about  it;  that  we  cannot  tell.  We 
certainly  don't  intend  to  do  anything  until 
Brookline  is  readv  to  co-operate  with  us, 
and  I  think  on  the "  whole  that  I  shall  vote  for 
this  $200,000,  but  I  want  to  protest  against  this  way 
of  asking  for  it  when  we  know  it  is  not  half  what  we 
shall  want.  While  I  am  up  1  want  to  suy  another 
word  on  this  whole  general  Park  scheme.  It  has 
been  very  skilfully  managed  to  deceive  the  whole  of 
us.  Although  the  Park  Commissioners  have  made 
out  in  their  rej  ort  that  the  Back  Bay  park  is  going 
to  more  than  pay  for  itself  and  lessen  our  taxes,  I  do 
not  kuow  how  far  this  scneme  can  be  carried  out  in 
the  -ame  way.  If  that  principle  is  true  in  regard  to 
parks,  tc  e  more  we  lay  out  and  build,  the  better  off 
we  will  be,  and  the  less  taxes  we  shall  have  to  pay.  It 
appears  to  me  it  is  very  much  like  the  countryman 
wLo  went  to  buy  a  stove  and  was  told  that  a  certain 
one  would  save  half  the  fuel;  so  he  concluded  to 
take  twoand  save  the  whole. 

Alderman  Breck— I  wish  the  Alderman  had  con- 
sidered the  order  which  went  in  in  September,  in- 
stead of  the  one  that  went  in  in  February.  The  first 
one  included  much  m»re  land  than  is  necessary  for 
the  sanitary  measure.  WTien  that  plan  was  made  it 
was  intended  to  lay  out  the  whole  area  as  a  part  of 
the  park  scheme,  to  connect  the  Back  Bay  park  with 
Jamaica  pond.  In  asking  for  $200,000  we  shall  get 
just  enough  to  divert  the  course  of  Muddy  river  and 
turn  the  channel  away  from  the  Back  Bay  park,  so 
that  nothing  offensive  will  be  left  on  the  flats.  It  is 
proposed  as  a  sanitary  measure  alone,  and  in  the 
opinioa  of  the  Pari;  Commissioners  $200,000  will  be 
sufficient  to  acconmlish  that  result,  in  addition  to 
what  wi'l  be  done  on  the  Brookline  side,  where  they 
will  have  to  do  a  great  deal  that  will  benefit  the  city 
as  much  as  Brookline.  Both  municipalities  will  be 
equally  benefited  by  the  improvement. 

Alderman  Hersey— It  is  true  the  order  will  compel 
the  town  of  Brookliue  lo  pay  a  proportionate  part  of 
the  expense.  The  question  is,  what  is  their  propor- 
tionate part; — whether  according  to  population,  valu- 
ation, or  area?  There  must  be  some  tribunal  to  de- 
cide that  question.  If  we  pass  this  order  to-night,  we 
place  it  out  of  our  power  to  decide  the  matter.  I 
ihiuk  it  should  be  decided  by  the  City  Council  what 
proportionate  part  the  town  of  Brookline  ought  to 
pay.  E7en  if  this  improvement  is  completed,  I  have 
no  doubt  they  will  have  occasional  cases  of  typhoid 
fever  in  Brookline.  We  have  them  in  South  Boston, 
and  all  parts  of  the  city,  and  you  cannot  attribute 
them  to  the  Muddy-river  nuisance.  It  is  an  open 
questiou  whether  the  river  has  any  effect  in 
producing  the  disease  in  these  particular  cases. 
Undoubtedly  all  nuisances  have  more  or  less  ef- 
fect upon  the  atmosphere.  But  just  how  much 
they  contribute  to  disease  you  cannot  kuow.  I  pre- 
sume they  are  likely  to  lay  every  ca  e  of  disease  they 
can  to  the  Muddy-river  nuisance,  in  order  to  compel 
us  to  take  some  action.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  neces- 
sary to  go  into  this  improvement  this  vear.  We 
have  passed  enoueh  of  such  schemes  this  year.  I 
think  we  should  let  it  rest  where  it  is  until  we  know 
jnst  what  the  town  oi  Brookline  is  willing  to  do. 

Aldermau  Breck — This  order  has  came  from  the 
Park  Commissioners,  who  are  shrewd,  careful  and 
uDright  business  men,  in  whom  we  all  have  the  full- 
est confidence.  They  report  that  for  two  hnnured 
thousand  dollars  Boston  can  do  her  part.  I  think 
we  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  the  report  of  the  Com- 
missioners, and  be  ready  to  vo'e  for  it  tonight. 

Alderman  Ftost — I  should  like  to  know  where  the 
Alderman  gets  his  authority  for  saying  that  $200,000 
will  do  it?  Where  is  the  plan  he  refers  to?  Is  it  in 
City  Document  130? 

Alderman  Breck— Is  that  the  report  of  Feb.  14, 
1881? 

Alderman  Frost— No,  that  was  when  the  order  was 
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fiasstd  referring  the  mutter  to  tli^iu.  Tbla  document 
30  han  just  come  in,  and  this  p  an  extends  from 
Brookline  avenue  to  Jamaica  pond. 

Aldermau  Tucker— I  did  not  propose  to  take  any 
pttrt  iu  this  discussion,  but  as  we  have  a  sanitary 
question  before  us.  and  have  uad  considerable  dis- 
cussion upon  the  question  of  ventilation  this  even- 
ing, usasanitarv  measure,  I  move  that  ihe  debate 
be  now  closed.  I  make  the  motion  because  I  am  sit- 
ting iu  a  fearful  draft,  and  cannot  stay  here  much 
loDger  without  running  great  risk. 

The  Chairman— It  is  aiwaysaprivilege  of  members 
of  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen  to  discuss  all  questious  as 
Ion,;  as  they  deem  it  necessary.  We  have  uo  pre- 
vious question  in  this  board. 

Aldermau  Tucker — The  previous  question  does  not 
applv.  Hut  I  believe  a  motion  to  clo.e  debate  is  in 
order. 

The  Chairman— The  question  is  upon  the  passage 
of  toe  order. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Whitcen,  Aldermau  Tuck- 
er was  allowed  to  excange  seats  temporarily  with 
Alderman  Curtis. 

Alderman  Cur'is— I  do  not  intend  to  take  uo  but  a 
very  lew  moments  uu  tliis  question,  lor  I  gave  luy 
views  upon  this  subject  in  the  last  discussion  we  had 
in  relation  to  parks.  I  stated  then  that  1  wa*  an  ad- 
vocate of  this  matter,  but  it  was  not  at  present  iu  a 
condition  to  be  adoplcd,  because  1  thought  it  would 
not  hurt  to  keep.  Some  time  or  other  that  land  will 
have  to  be  takeu;  there  is  no  doubt  about  it.  I  find 
by  the  plan  that  we  are  now  going  only  as  far  as 
Tremont  street, and  perhaps  not  as  jar  as  that.  We 
are  toapprorrlde  )W0t),oo0  to  go  as  far  as  we  can. 
My  impression  is  it  will  take  .#'200.000  to  buy  the  land 
before  you  go  any  further,  and  then  \ou  will  be 
minus  the  innne\  to  complete  it.  Now  the  biggest 
nuisance  is  south  ol  Treuiout street,  in  whatiscal  ed 
Flaug  meadow,  and  tiny  don't  propose  to  touch 
that.  When  1  made  my  argument  the  other  oay, 
I  supposed  it  was  going  cltar  through  to  Jamaica 
uond,  where  1  want  to  see  it  go,  and  use  up  the 
old  Klagg  mea.iuw,  wbicb  is  the  biggest  nuisance.  I 
think  that  pressing  this  matter  with  the  other  parks 
will  virtually  kill  the  whole.  Now  iu  relation  to  this 
sauitary  matter:  A  paper  has  been  banded  to  me.  it 
is  very  singular  tha.  only  a  few  cases  hive  occurred 
on  Downer  street,  which  is  a  little  short  street,  in 
which  there  should  be  no  typhoid  fever.  My  next 
door  neighbor  on  the  peak  of  the  Highlands  has  just 
buried  a  child  from  diphtheria.  Is  it  on  account  of 
sanitary  reasons  that  that  child  dies?  My  son  has 
just  arrived  from  Brunswick,  one  of  the  healthiest 
tow  i  B  in  Maine,  with  typhoid  fever.  Is  it  on  account 
of  sauiinr>  reasons  that  those  case  have  occurred? 
Yet  gentlemen  pick  up  everv  case,  send  iu  papers 
here  showing  how  many  ca*es  there  are,  and  if 
you  go  up  there  to-day  you  cannot  rind  a  sin- 
gle ore.  Here  is  a  report  shewing  how  many 
cases  are  reported  in  Brookliue  in  consequence 
of  thin  matter.  I  bad  the  pleasure  last  Satur- 
day of  having  a  conversation  with  a  Brookline  offi- 
cial right  thereon  the  very  spot.  He  says  there  is 
not  a  case  of  diphtheria  or  typhoid  lever  on  the 
Brookliue  side;  one  man  went  down  the  other  day 
and  cut  his  throat,  aud  they  called  that  diphtheria. 
He  says  the  eases  of  diphtheria  occurred  back  of  the 
Metropolitan  stables,  away  from  this  very  spot. 
When  gentlemen  get  up  here  and  talk  about  this 
sanitary  measure,  and  abating  this  nuisance  on  ac- 
count of  sanitary  reasons,  they  are  not  talking  rigbt 
to  tne  point.  I  would  like  to  see  cne  park  measure 
go  through  here  on  its  real  merits,  and  then  I  will 
vote  for  it.  I  will  vote  for  this  measure  in  time,  hut 
I  say  now  is  not  tue  proper  time  to  bring  it  up.  The 
gentleman  on  my  right  says  we  may  not  be  here  next 
year.  Suppose  we  are  not  here;  somebody  will  be 
here  in  our  places.  I  don't  borrow  any  trouble  on 
that  account.  I  don't  expect  to  be  here.  One  gen- 
tleman said  to  me  that  ii  1  did  not  vote  for  this  be 
could  not  voie  for  me  on  the  13th.  That  will  costnie 
one  vote.  Why,  he  scareo.  me  almost  to  death  to 
think  i  waa  not  going  to  he  elected  nest  year  on  ac- 
count of  losing  his  vote.  1  am  not  here  for  any  par- 
ticular locality.  I  don't  stand  up  here  aud  undertake 
totalk  lor  any  particular  locality,  although  Isaid  this 
measure  must  and  will  eventually  go  through,  but  I 
don't  undertake  to  crowd  it  all  upon  the  city  this 
year.  And  as  to  all  this  talk  about  sanitary  affairs,  I 
had  those  fasts  from  a  Brookliue  official  who  is  right, 
tnere  ou  the  spot.  I  hope  we  will  look  at  this  iu  a 
measure  lo  the  nest  intertsts  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  not  for  the  interests  of  any  nlDwer  or  any  iudi- 
vidual,  or  any  locality.  W  e  are  filling  the  Back  Bay 
as  fa-t  as  possible,  and  when  we  get  i  he  work  done 
i  p  toward  Muddy  river,  will  be  time  enough  to  make 
this  improvement.  It  will  be  done  some  time: 
mere  is  no   question   about  that.     What    harm    will 


it  do  to  let  this  lay  over?  The  property  on 
Muddy  river  caunot  aud  will  not.  increase  any 
more  than  property  on  the  Back  Bay  would 
have  done  if  the  city  hud  not  laid  out  that  park. 
Parties  on  the  Back  Bay  were  willing  to  give  up  their 
property  if  the  city  had  not  bought  it,  because  tbey 
co  Uu  not  afford  to  pay  the  taxes.  This  matter  will 
keep.  It  won't  harm.  There  is  no  risk  of  increased 
value  of  land  there.  Why  not  let  it  rest?  I  do  not 
want  to  pass  this  to  go  up  ouly  as  far  as  Tremont 
street.  I  want  to  pass  it  to  go  to  Jamaica  pond,  and 
take  away  that  Flagg  meadow.  I  c  o  not  believe  in 
passing  §200,000  for  that  purpose.  After  we  get 
along  on  tnts  Back  Bay  improvement  we  can  talk 
about  abating  the  Muddy-river  nuisance,  and  then 
will  be  time  to  do  it,  and  it  will  cost  you  a  million 
dollars.  If  I  am  going  to  be  pressed  to-day  I  shall 
vote  against  it,  because  I  don  t  believe  it  is  the  time 
to  do  it.  1  don't  believe  it  :s  ell  to  talk  so  much 
about  this  sanitary  measure. 

Tne  Chairman  read  the  following  from  a  circular 
entitled  "Typhoid  Fever  and  the  Muddy-river  Im- 
provement," dated  Oct.  21st,  1881: 

"Since  making  a  statement  some  weeks  since  (Oct. 
3)  in  regard  to  typhoid  fever  m  Brookliue,  a  num- 
ber of  new  cases  have  occurred  in  the  locality  refer- 
red to.  The  number  on  Brookliue  avenue  nas  in- 
creased from  ten  to  seventeen,  three  of  which  were 
fatal.  In  a  part  of  Pearlstrcet,  which  is  distant  only 
a  tew  rod*  from  Brookliue  avenue  and  Muddy  brook, 
there  nave  also  been|not  less  than  thirteen  cases  in  all, 
and  two  deaths.  Tbue  it  will  be  seen  that  in  this 
very  limited  area  there  have  occurred  at  least  thirty 
cases. 

"On  Kimball's  farm  the  epidemic  has  al-o  contin- 
ued, so  that  the  whole  number  of  ca-es  must  now 
exceed  forty,  with  nine  deaths. 

••The  trouble,  as  heretofore,  with  very  tew  excep- 
tions, has  not  extended  to  other  parts  of  the  town. 
"G.  K.  Sabine,  M.  D. 

"Brookliue,  Nov   18,  1881." 

Alderman  Curtis — I  have  my  information  from  an 
official  of  Brookliue  since  that  was  printtd.  If  the 
facts  are  as  you  have  read,  why  are  we  called  upon 
to  Dass  this  order  before  Brobkline  does  anything? 
Let  Brookline  come  forward  aud  seek  to  abate  her 
own  nuisance. 

The  order  was  passed — yeas,  9;  nays,  3: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Breck,  Frost,  Haldeman,  O'Brien, 
Slade,  Tucker,  Viles,  Whiiten,  Woolley— 9. 

Nays — Aldermen  Caldwell,  Curtis,  Hersey — 3. 

Sent  down. 

PROPOSED  HEW  KIREBOAT. 

Alderman  Curtis  offered  an  order — That  the  Fire 
Commissioners  be  authorized  to  contract  for  a  fire- 
boat  with  a  wooden  hull  and  fitted  with  suitable  ap- 
pliances for  breaking  ice;  the  expense,  not  exceed- 
ing eighteen  thousand  dollars,  to  be  made  payable 
from  the  taxes  of  1882-83.  Referred  to  the  next 
City  Government  ou  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis. 

BROAD  SOUND   PIER  RAILROAD. 

Alderman  Haldeman  presented  a  petition  from  the 
Eastern  Junction,  Broad  Sound  Pier  &  l'oint  Shir- 
ley Railroad  corporation  representing  that  when  the 
order  was  passed  granting  them  a  location  through 
land  of  the  city  iu  Wiutb.op,  a  plan  thereof  was  not 
filed  as  was  supposed,  and  requesting  tbe  city  to 
coutirm  the  p-evious  action  taken,  and  presenting  a 
plan  oi  the  location. 

In  connection  with  the  above,  Alderman  Halde- 
man ottered  the  following: 

Whereas  by  an  order  approved  Apiil  16,  1881,  it 
was 

"Ordered,  that  His  Honor  tbe  Mayor  be  and  he 
is  is  hereby  authorized  upoa  the  consideration  of  one 
dollar,  to  be  paid  to  the  City  of  Boston  by  the  East- 
ern Junction,  Broad  Sound  Pier  &  Point  Shirley 
Railroad  Corporatioi  to  convey  to  said  railroad  cor- 
poration the  right  io  construct  and  maintain  said 
railroad  and  the  necessary  buildings  connected 
therewith  on  the  parcels  of  laud  belonging  to  the 
City  of  Boston  situated  iu  the  town  of  Winthrop, 
containing  903, *70  square  feet,  more  or  less, as  shown 
and  colored  on  ajdau  made  by  Whitman  &  Breck, 
deposited  in  the  uity  Surveyor's  office,  subject  to  such 
reservations  and  restrictions  as  the  Directors  for 
Public  Institutions  may  require." 

And  whereas  no  such  plan  waB  deposited  in  said 
City  -uirvevor's  office.    Now,  therefore,  it  is 

Ordered,  That  his  Hoi  or  the  Mavor  be  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized  to  convey  tbe  rights,  herein- 
before mentioned,  to  tbe  said  corporation,  subject  to 
the  reservations  bd/1  restrictions  therein  named,  on 
tbe  parcels  of  laud  belonging  to  the  city  as  shown 
aud  colored  on  a  plan  made  by  Whitman  &  Breck, 
this  day  deposited  iu  said  City  Surveyor's  office;  and 
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that  so  much  of  said  tirst-nauied  order  as  conflicts 
herewith  is  hereby  rescinded. 

Alderman  Haldeman — This  is  merely  confirmatory 
of  the  former  action  of  the  City  Government.  When 
the  iirst  order  was  pas-eil,  plans  were  offered,  and  it 
was  thought  they  were  left  here.  When  the  City 
Couveyancer  came  to  prepare  the  deed,  the  plans 
could  not  be  found,  and  as  they  were  not  deposited 
when  the  order  was  passed,  it  must  be  done  now. 

Alderman  FrDst— Has  this  matter  oeen  before  any 
coin mittee?  It  is  of  too  much  importance  to  pass 
without  kmwing  anything  more  about  it  than  from 
the  statement. 

Al.ierman  Haldeman— It  came  from  the  City 
Solicitor  within  an  hour.  It  appeared  in  making'  the 
deed  that  the  plan  had  not  been  filed  as  they  sup- 
posed it  was.  The  company  have  laid  the  tracks 
upon  the  location  given  them  by  the  city,  and  this 
order  is  merely  to  conlirm  what  has  previously  been 
done. 

The  Chairman— This  matter  came  originally  from 
the  Committee  on  Public  Institutions,  and  was 
recommended  by  them  after  discussion  and  consul- 
tation with  the  directors. 

Alderman  Frost— 1  he  point  1  wish  to  make  is 
whether  we  are  giving  ihe  same  land  we  did  in  the 
other  order.  If  it  comes  from  the  City  Solicitor,  and 
with  his  sanction,  it  is  all  right. 

Aldermau  Haldeman— It  comes  from  the  City  So- 
licitor, and  is  merely  to  authenticate  what  has  been 
done  informally. 

Toe  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

THE      OLD     STATE      HOUSE— A     PERSONAL     EXPLA- 
IN ATIOK. 

Mr.  Chairman — At  our  last  session  I  made  some 
comments  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  were  restoring  the  Old  State 
House  to  the  architectural  beauties  of  the  year  1748, 
and  in  a  mock-heroic  manner  ridiculed  the  idea  of 
placing  modern  factory-made  sash  in  ancient  dormer 
windows.  It  appei  sthat  my  very  proper  and  pertiu- 
ent  criticism  has  giveu  serious  offence  to  the  antiqua- 
rian memherof  the  Common  Council.so  ra'ich  so  that 
at  the  last  meeting  oi  that  body  he  oot  only  lost  his 
temper,  but  he  exposed  his  had  breeding — not  to  men 
tion  his  loss  of  official  dignity.  I  am  not  over  sensi- 
tive or  thin-skinned,  nor  have  I  the  time  necessary 
to  give  much  attention  to  chronic  scolds,  but  I  think, 
as  an  Alderman,  I  should  take  some  not-ce  of  the 
vicious  tirade  indulged  in  by  Councilman  Whltraore. 
I  will  quote  from  the  official  record  the  paragraph 
upon  which  he  based  his  spiteful  attack: 

"The  Alderman  said:  'The  measure  failed  here, 
and  went  backward  and  forward  between  the  two 
chambers  for  some  time  Subsequently  this  cham- 
ber was  outwitted  by  the  gentlemen  running  this 
institution.  While  we  were  not  agreed  to  pass  an 
appropriation  to  make  the  improvement  called  for, 
it  appears  that  by  some  manipulation  of  the  order, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  are  authorized  to 
make  the  improvement— it  is  left  to  their  discre- 
tion.' " 

After  reading  this,  the  gentleman  emphatically 
and  elegantly  says: 

"Now,  sir,  I  wish  to  say  that  this  is  an  eutire  false- 
hood.'' 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  propose  to  replv  to  the 
charge  of  falsehood  in  such  language  as  would  of- 
fend good  taste  or  require  my  being  rapped  to  order, 
but  I  will  repeat  my  assertion  that  this  hoard  was 
deliberately  deceived  ani  thoroughly  outwitted  in 
tLe  nassage  of  the  order  under  which  the  Old  Stare 
House  is  now  being  transformed,  and  will  try  to 
prove  the  fact  by  the  gentleman  himself.    He  said: 

"In  regard  to  the  way  in  which  this  measure,  after 
having  been  passed  repeatedly  by  this  branch,  was 
finally"  passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  I  wish  to 
make  a  clear  explanation.  When  the  matter  came 
down  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  the  last  time  t 
met  Alderman  Hersey  by  accident  in  the  hall  about 
fifteen  minutes  before  the  board  met.  At  that  time, 
without  thinking  it  would  lead  to  anything,  I  asked 
him  if  it  was  not  possible  for  the  two  bodies  to  con- 
cur. He  said  perhaps  it  might  be  done  by  referring 
it  to  the  committee,  and  he  asked  me  if  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings  were  pledged.  I  told  him 
the  committee  were  not  pledged,  had  never  con- 
sidered the  subject  since  the  beginning  of  the  con- 
troversy, and  how  the  members  stood  at  the  begin- 
ning could  best  be  judaed  by  their  votes.  On  the 
strength  of  that,  apparently,  he  went  to  the  other 
members  of  the  board  and  the  result  was  an  amend- 
ment was  offered  and  parsed  which  was  a  settlement 
of.  tne  subject."  ,: 

Now  let  us  see  what  the  provisions  of  the  order  as  . 
amended  are.  August  29th,  1881,  Alderman  Herse.y. 
offered  the  following:  ...  .      . 


"Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildiugs 
be  directed  to  lease  the  Old  State  House  for  such  a 
term,  to  such  parties,  and  upon  such  terms,  ai  they 
may  deem  for  the  best  inrerests  of  the  city." 

"Alderman  Hersey — I  do  not  believe  in  leasing  itat 
this  time,  with  an  arrangement  for  other  parties  to 
repair  it.  I  do  not  believe  in  restricting  the  com- 
mittee to  leasing  it  with  power  to  repair  the  build- 
ing." 

"Alderman  O'Brien — i  hope  we  shall  concur  and 
settle  this  Old  State  House  business.  The  subsritute 
does  not  cover  the  ground.  We  have  got  to  spend 
money  in  repairing  the  budding.  It  makes  no  differ- 
ence what  you  occupy  it  for;  it  must  be  repaired. 
The  roof  is  out  ot  order  and  other  parts  of  the  build- 
ing are  very  rickety.  You  can  never  even  let  the 
lower  floor  unless  you  do  some  repairing  there." 

The  matter  was  laid  over  until  the  next  meeting  of 
the  board,  and  September  5th,  the  question  next  came 
up  on  Alderman  Hersey's  amendment,  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buil.iings  to  lease  the  Old  State 
House  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  and  to  such 
parties  as  they  may  deem  best  for  the  interest  ot  the 
city. 

"Alderman  Woolley — 1  would  like toask  the  Alder- 
man who  offered  the  amendment  how  he  expects  the 
City  of  Boston  is  going  to  lease  the  building  to  any 
parties  without  making  some  repairs  on  it?  It  is 
hardly  consistent  to  expect  that  any  parties  will  want 
to  lease  it  unless  certain  repairs  upon  it  are  made." 

"Alderman  Hersey — I  have  no  objections  myself  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buidings  doing  what  they 
choose  with  the  building,  so  long  a«  they  lease  it  for 
a  term  of  years.  I  am  perfectly  willing  that  they 
should  repair  it  or  lease  it  to  other  parties  to  make 
their  own  repairs.  I  would  be  willing  to  vote  for  an 
appropriation  to  make  necessary  repairs.  I  am  will- 
ing to  take  my  chances  with  the  Commitree  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  to  do  what  is  for  the  best  interest  of  tbe 
city." 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  the  following  as  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  Alderman  Hersey : 

"And  said  committee  are  hereby  authorized  to  ex- 
pend a  sum  not  exceeding  $35,000  in  repairs  on  such 
building,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion therefor." 

"Alderman  Hersey  accepted  the  amendment  of 
Alderman  Woolley,  and  the  order  of  Alderman  Her- 
sey as  amended  was  passed." 

I  insist  upon  it  that  this  board  oe  ver  passed  an  or- 
der authorizing  a  Memorial  Hall,  nor  did  any  one 
state  or  intimate  that  the  order  providing  tor  the 
leasing  and  repairing  of  the  property  was  to  cover 
the  antiquarian  schemes  of  the  gentleman  who  in- 
itiated and  developed  them.  If  any  Alderman  kDew 
or  thought  so,  he  certainly  was  very  reticent  upon 
the  subject.  As  Mr.  Whitmore  denies  any  participa- 
tion in  this  imposition  and  saddles  it  upon  Alderman 
Hersey,  I  do  not  see  why  he  should  fed  justified  in 
kicking  up  such  a  rumpus,  unless  it  was  from  sheer 
perverseness  or  for  the  sole  purpose  of  keeping  his 
viudictivenf  s*  in  practice.  We  now  come  to  matters 
of  a  more  personal  character.    He  says: 

■'Now.  sir,  when  there  is  so  much  persistency 
shown  in  digging  up  a  subject  which  has  been  fin- 
ished, there  must  be  some  reason  for  it.  The  only 
reason  I  can  conceive  of  is  that  Mr.  Haldeman  occu- 
pies, or  is  to  occupy,  a  corner  office  in  the  new 
Rogers  building,  and  any  one  can  see  that  if  the  Old 
State  House  is  removed  it  will  be  the  most  valuable 
corner  of  the  building,  and  the  most  promi-ient  loca- 
tion fronting  State  street.  I  am  extremely  sorry  to 
call  attention  to  this  matter,  but  it  is  the  only  way  I 
can  conceive  of  by  which  the  insinuation  of  member's 
of  the  other  branch  can  be  stopped.  It  was  a  great 
mistake  for  Mr.  Haldeman  to  take  that  position.  He 
is  a  stranger  in  our  city,  and  came  here  to  represent 
a  foreign  corporation.  He  has  shown  himself  en- 
tirely foreign  to  our  wishes  and  feelings,  otherwise 
he  never  would  have  taken  the  stand  on  several  oc- 
casions that  he  has  of  advocating  the  tearing  down 
of  the  Old  State  House.  I  have  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  these  unjustifiable  attacks  upon  the  City 
Architect  about  little  details  are  wrong  and  mali- 
cious. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  I  believe,  was  elected  to  represent 
Ward  12  in  tbe  Common  Council,  asa  Democrat;  and, 
being  a  Democrat  from  conviction  he  may  outrank 
me.  who  am  only  one  by  birth  and  education.  Yet  I 
challenge  the  purity  of  his  democracy  when  he  ar- 
raigns riie  before  the  bar  of  public  prejudice,  on  the 
eve  of  a  municipal  election,  upon  the  flimsy  charge 
that  I  am  not  to  the  manor  born,  and  that  I  am  the  ■ 
representative  of  a  foreign  corporation.  If  tnis  dic- 
tatorial gentleman  was  an  antiquated  Know-Nothing  • 
I  could  understand  the  animus  of  his  me  inness  and 
treat  hitu  with  the  contempt  he  deserves;  but  as  he 
is   a  shrewd .  politician ,  aii  intelligent,,  troublesome 
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Councilman,  a  piospective  Alderuian  and  a  Demo- 
crat from  conviction,  I  will— in  spirit— remove  niy 
hat  and  numbly  explain.  It  is  true,  I  was  not 
born  at  the  Hnb,  tint  I  am  an  American  in 
good  standing,  with  live  generations  between 
me  and  my  Swiss  ancestors,  whose  blood  waB 
clean.  I  have  resided  in  Boston  continuously,  for 
nearly  13  years,  and  ought  to  have  the  privilege  of 
being  a  citizen  without  question,  when  we  are  wil- 
ling to  accept  those  of  foreign  birtb  in  about  one- 
half  the  time.  Idiffer  with  the  gentleman  as  to  the 
expediency  of  raising  looli-h  issues  of  this  nature. 
It  appears,  however,  that  I  am  in  good  company.  I 
doubt  wbeth  r  a  single  member  of  the  present  Board 
of  Aiderman  was  born  in  Boston,  and  I  tbink  it  for- 
tunate for  the  city  tbat  so  able  and  faithful  a  body 
are  here  to  c  ire  for  her  vast  interests.  In  my  own 
case,  1  came  a  stranger  who  has  hid  an  unusually 
varied  ana  active  experience  in  important  public 
affairs  in  other  large  cities,  and  naturally  see  things 
from  a  different  standpoint  than  tbose"  who  have 
beer,  born  here,  and  perhaps  have  never  seen  much 
of  any  city  but  their  "own,  and  whose  ideas  must  nec- 
essarily be  contracted  and  of  a  purely  local  character. 
New  blood,  new  ideas  and  enlargtd  experience  are 
required  for  the  improvement  of  society  and  gov- 
ernment, and  '.be  men  of  "little  ideas"  must  be  car- 
ried along  with  the  current  as  so  much  rubbish.  The 
corporation  I  have  '.he  honor  to  represent  in  the  New 
England  Starts  has  bel  1  continuous  leases  of  its 
office  iu  the  Rogers  building — formerly  Joy's  build- 
ing— for  upwards  of  30  years,  and  certain'?  might  be 
tolerated  as' a  naturalized  body,  without  being  dubbed 
as  a  foreign  corporation.  I  claim  to  oe  iu  absolute 
harmony  aud  sympathy  with  a  large  portion  of  our 
most  enterprising,  practical  business  men.  when  1 
adv  rate  the  removal  of  the  Old  State  House,  as  a 
Cbiug  of  the  past,  an  obstruction,  a  nuisance  an'!  a 
fraud.  The  gentleman  forgets  the  public  hearing 
given  last  J  one  upon  the  petition  ot  Hon.  Frank- 
lin Haven  and  others,  who  demanded  its  removal. 
The  allegation  tLat  1  am  governed  by  mercenary 
or  interested  motives  is  a*  petty  as  unfounded.  On 
the  contrary,  the  Old  State  House  is  a  benefit  to  my 
line  of  business;  theinorehideous  notoriousandpre 
posterous  that  patched  up  affair  will  be  the  more  in- 
teresting and  attractive  it  will  be  'o  Bluenosea, 
Kanocks,  Cape  Codders  and  countrymen  generally. 
The  more  strangers  that  will  gather  to  view  Wbit- 
iuore's  Folly,  the  more  passengers  we  may  catch  to 
send  West.  Having  been  for  so  ma  ly  years  on  the 
corner  opposite  the  Old  State  House,  I  am  perhaps 
more  familiar  with  t!ie  many  serious  objection-  to 
tide  'milding  obstructing  an  important  highway, 
than  is  the  gentleman  himself  who  claims  to  be  the 
representative  of  Boston  sentiment.  1  am  constant- 
ly reminded  of  the  force  of  an  extract  from  the 
Daily  Advertiser,  which  is  worth  reading: 

"Ar  y  one  taking  a  view  from  east,  west,  north  or 
south,  must  see  that  the  builuiug  should  be  taken 
away.  Devonshire  street  has  been  laid  out  and 
widened,  and  thereby  the  Old  State  House  stands 
out  twenty  feet  in  the  sneer.  The  large  and  heavily 
loaded  teams  meeting  with  the  horse  cars  at  the  cor- 
ner of  the  Merchants'  Bank  Building  quite  block  up 
the  narrow  passageway.  The  necessity  of  removing 
the  building,  and  especially  tbat  part  of  it  that  sets 
in  the  street,  would  seem  to  be  apparent  to  any  one 
on  these  accounts.  No  man  wishes  to  see  a  tree  cut 
cown,  or  any  building  removed,  that  is  ornamental  to 
the  city  or  not  in  the  way,  but  there  is  a  certain  class 
tbat  would  keep  old  buildings  and  old  trees  .standing 
supply  lor  the  sentimental  preservation  of  landmarks. 
When  this  buildinn  was  leased  hv<:  years  ago,  it  was 
argued  that  the  times  required  it.  Now  the  times 
have  changed.  To  lay  out  $35,000  or  $40,000,  and 
discommode  the  travel,  and  leave  an  old  and  unoraa- 
mental  building  standing  in  the  heart  of  the  city, 
which,  if  removed,  would  open  up  light  and  beauty 
to  Washington,  State.  Court  and  Devonshire  streets, 
would  be  a  great  mistake." 

The  gentleman  has  been  "smart"  enough  to  avoid 
the  issue  raised  as  to  the  manner  of  renovating  the 
building.  He  does  not  attempt  any  defence  of  his 
modern  factory-made  sash  for  ancient  dormer  win- 
dows, beyond  a  sneer  at  'little  detail-."  They  are 
little  details,  and  necessarily  must  be.  All  antiqua- 
rian bobbies  are  based  upon  little  details.  If  the 
gentleman  who  questions  inv  motive  so  glibly,  ex- 
■■.  Inveigle  'the  City  of  Boston  into  building  a 
hall  for  his  antiquarian  society, and  he  be  allowed  to 
Hll  it  with  revolutionary  relics  ol  do  better  authen- 
tici'y  than  ins  window:-,  he  is  very  much  mis- 
taken. It  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
have  takeu  it  upon  themselves  to  restore  the 
Old  State  House  to  its  pri-tjue  ap  earauce 
against  the  exoress  desire  of  this  Board  of  Aldermen 
In  cause  they  have,  rathor  dubiously,  secured    the 


legal  right  to  do  so,  I  will  insist  that  the  work  shall 
be  done  properly  in  all  i's  details  according  to  the 
best  authorities  upon  Colonial  architecture;  and  if 
the  sub-committee  persist  in  being  as  ignorant  of 
their  duties  as  is  indicated  by  the  garret  win- 
dows, aud  the  building  up  of  the  Washington- 
street  front  with  hard-faced  brick,  fresh  from 
some  steam  brick-machine,  they  had  better  be  re- 
lieved and  the  City  Architect  be  allowed  to  prose- 
cute the  work  in  his  own  way  and  be  held  responsi- 
ble for  it.  The  City  of  Boston  does  not  want  aoy 
fraudulent  architecture,  nor  sham  relics,  no  bogus 
antiquities,  no  wooden  nutmegs  for  our  country 
cousins  to  admire  and  gape  at. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  do  not  know  that  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  cast  any  reflection  upon  my  action. 
I  don't  know  tbat  he  intends  to.  Certainly  there 
was  no  deception  intended  in  the  order  I  offered  in 
this  board.  The  Committee  on  l'ublic  Buildings  are 
responsible  for  what  has  been  done  under  that  order. 
It  is  true  that  Mr.  Whitmore  met  me  on  the 
day  I  offered  that  order,  and  asked  if  there 
was  any  solution  of  the  matter  that  had  been 
in  controversy  hetween  the  two  branches — 
if^there  was  any  way  in  which  it  could  be  settled.  I 
said  I  should  be  willi-jg  to  refer  it  to  a  committee  and 
let  them  settle  it — to  a  committee  not  pledged;  and  I 
mentioned  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  hav- 
ing in  mind  that  they  by  a  majority  report  bad  favor- 
ed the  leasing  of  the  Old  State  House,  and  not  the 
remodelling  of  it  for  an  antiquarian  museum.  The 
order  I  offered  protected  what  I  supposed  were  the 
views  of  this  board,  by  inserting  tbeclaose  that  they 
should  lease  the  buildiug,  as  they  might  consider  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  city,  and  further  that  $35,000 
should  be  appropriated  for  making  the  repairs.  Un- 
der that  order  I  did  not  see  how  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  could  use  the  building  for  any  other  than 
mercantile  purposes,  i  remember  saying  to  Mr. 
Wbitmore  that,  if  he  could  get  an  antiquarian  mu- 
seum under  that  order,  he  was  smarter  than  I 
thought  he  was.  I  do  not  think  the  order  deceived 
anybody,  and  it  seems  to  me  now  that  it  was  a  proper 
one  to  pass.  It  solved  the  problem.  We  proba- 
bly should  not  have  i.greed  upon  the  matter.  I 
think  we  were  warranted  in  supposing  that  an  order 
with  instructions  to  tit  np  and  lease  the  building 
would  meet  tue  views  of  this  branch  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment, and  it  concurred  in  by  the  other  branch  it 
would  be  a  pioper  solution  of  the  problem. 

Alderman  Haldcman— Will  the  Alderman  state 
more  specifical  I  v  whether  he  intended  that  order  to 
cover  the  proiect  of  having  a  memorial  hall? 

Al  lerman  Hersey— I  did  not.  In  conversation 
with  Mr.  Wbitmore  I  told  him  I  would  not  otier  or 
vote  for  any  arrangement  by  which  it  should  be 
made  a  memorial  building.  For  that  reason  I  put  in 
a  clause  that  they  should  fit  up  and  lease  Che  tmild- 
ing. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  would  like  to  have  Ibe  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  state 
whether  or  not  there  is  to  be  a  memorial  hall  fitted 
up  there,  or  whether  chat  upper  story  is  being  fitted 
up  for  offices'.' 

Alderman  Woolley — I  have  yet  to  learn  that  there 
is  any  memorial  hall  to  be  fitted  up  there.  It  is  the 
intention  of  the  committee  to  tit  i:p  the  building  and 
lea-e  it.  We  have  already  leased  certain  portions  of 
it  and  had  offers  for  others.  The  upper  story  will 
be  fitted  up  and  leased.  The  committee  have  not 
voted  to  fit  up  any  memorial  hall.  It  will  be  leased 
to  the  oarties,  probably,  who  will  give  the  most  for 
it.  Nothing  has  beeu  passed  in  the  committee  and 
no  vote  taken  to  fit  up  a  memorial  hall. 

Alderman  Hersey— Then  I  tail  to  see  where  thede- 
ceptioncoines  in  on  an*  body's  part. 

Alderman  Haldeuiau — The  deception  comes  in,  so 
far  as  we  may  judge,  trom  appearances.  The  roof 
has  been  torn  off  the  building  and  changed  from 
what  it  was  to  the  ancient  appearance  it  was  sup- 
posed to  have  about  Revolutionary  times.  Ancient 
dormer  windows  have  been  put  in  with  modern  sash. 
The  inside  ol  the  building  is  ripped  out  apparently 
for  the  purpose  of  accommodating  the  upper  stories, 
which  will,  we  suppose,  be  used  for  memorial  pur- 
pose:; Tl:i  f  ut  is  tea;  an  an  iqimian  society  have 
recently  published  a  statement  that  they  would  make 
a  proposition  to  the  city  to  lease  the"  upper  rooms 
for  antiquarian  purposes.  But  as  this  whole  thing 
was  brought  abo.t  when  Mr.  Whitmore  was  Presi- 
dent of  the  antiquarian  society,  it  looks  very  much 
as  if  here  was  a  book  in  the  bait.  Certainly  the 
changes  now  going  on  m  this  building  were  not 
authorized  by  this  board  aud  not  understood  when 
the  order  pa-sed.  If  there  is  not  to  be  an  antiquarian 
hall  there,  the  work  going  on  is  still  out  of  place. 
What  are  they.are  driving  at,  e  waut  to  know:  we 
only  can  tell  now  from   time  to  time  as   we  see  the 
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work.  It  has  been  publicly  stated  that  there  is  to  be 
an  antiquarian  hall.  The  newspapers  have  been  filled 
with  accounts  and  communications  in  regard  to  the 
restoration.  The  restoration,  so  far  as  it  has  gone,  is 
a  good  dtal  of  a  huuibug.  The  gentlemen  running  it 
do  rot  understand  antiquarian  matters.  The  bricks 
used  are  all  new.  I  am  willing  to  accept  the  French 
plate  glass  windows  in  the  stores,  because  that  is  a 
matter  of  business:  but  when  they  put  new  brick  in 
the  extension  ot  the  walls,  when  old  brick  could 
bave  been  had  just  as  easily  as  net,  I  fay  modern 
hard-faced  brick  are  out  of  character,  just  as  much 
as  a  modern  window  sash  is  in  an  old  dormer  wtn- 

Alderman  Woolley— As  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, I  thiuk  I  understood  correctly  that  they  were  in- 
structed by  this  City  Government  to  relit  the  Old 
State  House  substantially  as  it  was  when  occupied 
by  the  S'ate  as  a  State  House,  and  that  has  been  the 
idea  of  the  committee.  As  I  stated  before,  the  City 
Architect  said  to  the  committee  that  he  had 
come  into  possession  of  some  of  the  old 
original  plans,  and  bad  no  doubt  the  alterations 
being  made  are  the  correct  ones.  I  have  not 
seen  the  plans  myself,  bnt  I  have  no  doubt  the  archi- 
tect 1-  correct  in  his  views.  It  would  be  impossible 
to  restore  the  Old  State  House  with  the  roof  that  was 
on  it  before.  In  examining  the  roof  the  architect 
found  that  the  old  original  timbers  had  not  been  re- 
moved, and  all  that  was  necessary  to  restore  it  was  to 
remove  the  ?dditions  put  on  by  former  tenants.  The 
committee  are  fitting  up  the  rooms  and  leasing  them 
from  time  to  time  as  they  deem  for  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  city,  is  I  have  said  before,  I  have  5  et 
to  learn  that  any  society  are  to  have  the  free  use  ot 
the  rooms  there.  There  has  been  some  talk  about 
the  Boston  Antiquarian  Society  having  a  lease  of 
rooms  there,  it  is  true.  I  have  no  doubt  in  my  mind 
that  they  will  apply  for  rooms  there.  If  it  is  for  the 
interests  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  lease  the  rooms  to 
them,  I  do  not  know  any  reason  why  they  should  not 
have  them.  But  as  for  the  committee  fitting  up  a 
memorial  hall  which  would  be  given  free  of  rent  to 
the  parties  occupying  it,  that  is  not  so. 


Alderman  Haldeman— 1  am  much  oblige' 
chairman  ot  the  committee  for  admitting  t 
are  restoring  the  Old  State  House  to  its 
condition.    That  is  one  of  the  thines  I  sa 
authorized.    The  order  passed  by  this 
for  the  specific  purpose  of  fitting  up  the 
tor  the  purpose  of  leasing  it  for  business 
There  was  nothing  to   indicate   that  it   vi 
put    back    to     the     condition    it    was 
lutionary    times,     or     that     any    purtior 
be  used  for  memorial  purposes.    It  was 
business  transaction,  and  the  building  was 
pared  and  leased  for  business  purposes. 
first  intimation   we  have  had  from  that  s 
house  of  the  commission  of  an  illegal  act. 

CHARLESTOWN  BRIDGE. 
Alderman  Caldwell— I  was  intendin^ 
take  from  the  table  the  subject  of  the  ue< 
Charlestown,  but  as  it  is  getting  late  and 
bers  are  all  tired,  I  give  notice  that  I  mte 
to  take  it  up  at  the  next  meeting. 

INVITATION  ACCEPTED. 

Alderman  Haldeman  presented  an  in' 
th»  ooard  to  attend  the  opening  of  the  ta 
the  Soldiers'  Home,  on  Wednesday  eveni 
past  seven.and  stated  that  the  Mayor  wil1 
conform  to  any  arrangement  made. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Haldeman  th 
was  accepted,  and  it  was  thereupon  vot< 
of  Alderman  Slade,  that  when  the  boar 
it  be  to  Wednesday  evening  next  at  seve 

WAGES  OF  EMPLOYEES  ON  THE  P 

Alderman  Woolley— I  intended  to  n 
from  the  table  the  order  in  regard  to  t 
of  the  East  Boston  ferries,  but  give 
shall  move  to  take  it  from  the  table  at  t 
ins. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Aldermai 
stood  adjourned  to  Wednesday  eveni 
o  clock  P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Adjourned  Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. 

DECEMBER    7,    1881. 


Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  7   o'clock  P.   M., 
Alderman  O'Brien,  chairman,  presiding' 

PETITION  FOR  STEAM  ENGINE. 
A.  petition  was  received  from  Novelty  Iron  Com- 
pany for  leave  to  locale  a  steam  engine  of  40  horse 
power  on  Auiory  street,  W.  R.,  and  an  order  of 
notice  was  passed  for  a  heanug  thereon  on  Tuesday, 
Dec.  27tb,  inst ,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

SUPERVISORS    OF     ELECTIONS. 
A  communication   was  received  from  the  Mayor 
making  the  following  appointments  of  supervisors 
for  the  coming  municipal  election: 

Ward  One. 
Precinct  1 — Richard  O'Keefe,  Faris  street,  R. 

James  H.  Donovan,  Paris  street,  D. 
Precinct  2— Joseph  L.  Fletcher,  22  Trenton  street,  K. 

T.  F.  Harrigan,  67  Saratoea  street,  D. 
Precinct  3— J.  Frank  France,  72  Eutaw  street,  R. 

Edgar  A.  Hallett,  133  Princeton  St.,  D. 
Precinct  4— John  D.  Campbell,  119  F.utaw  street,  R. 

Benjamin  P.  Bite-,  T76  Priucetou  St.,  D. 
Precinct  5— Bedneld  Erskine,  3  Trenton  street,  R. 

Timothy  Donovan,  394  Caelsea  street,  D. 

Ward  Two. 
Precinct  1— Moses  P.  Brown,  176  Webster  street,  R. 

Wm.  Barry,  317  Maverick  street,  D. 
Preciuct  2 — Joseph  P.  Hamlin,  120 London  street,  R. 
Michael  McGurn,  258  Sumner  street,  D. 
Precinct  3— L.  VV.  Darling,  6  Liverpool   street,  R. 

George  F.  Landergan,  90  Loudon  St.,  D. 
Precinct  4— Nathaniel  Erskme,  103  MerMian  >t.,    R. 
John  I.  Welch,  116  Chelsea  street,  D. 

Ward  Three. 
-John  B.  Norton,  56  Elm  street,  R. 
Daniel  F.  Parker,  42  Bunker  Hill  street, 
D. 
-Frank  E.  Sweetser,  19  Monument  street, 
R. 
Frederick   H.  Temple,  234  Bunker  Hill 
street,  D. 
-Henry  H.  Chandler,  53  Main  St.,  R. 
Michael  J.  Henrity,  40  Lexington  street, 
D. 
-Robert   A.     Southworth,    145    Chelsea 
street,  R. 
George  A.  Sauderson,  31  Decaturstreet, 
D. 

Ward  Four. 
-Augustus  W.  Stover,  7  Eden  St.,  R. 
Wm,  L.  Bond,  345  Main  street,  D. 
-Clark  D.  Garey,  15  Wall  street,  R. 
Hubert  Daly,  7  Baldwin  street,  D. 
-Wm.  H.  Howard,  23  Parker  St.,  R. 
J.  J.  Mahoney,  529  Medford  St.,  D. 
-Edwin  L.  Pilsbury,  21  Baldwin  street,  R' 
Thomas  F.  Murphy,  512  Main  St.,  D. 


Preciuct  1- 
Precinct  2- 

Precinct  3- 
Precinct  4 

Precinct  1- 
Precinct  2- 
Precinct  3- 
Precinct  4- 

Precinct  1— 

Precinct  2- 
Precitct  3- 
Precinct  4- 

Precinct  1- 
Precinct  2- 
Precinct  3- 
Precinct  4 


Ward  Five. 
E.  A.  Robinson.  50  Soley  street,  R. 
John   R.  Murphy,    25  Monument  ave., 

D. 
James  F.  Wall,  68  Henley  street,  R. 
John  F.  Learv,  29  Citv  square,  D. 
J  as.  B.  Rand,  65  Main  st,  R 
Warren  Gardner,  6  Union  court,  D. 
Chas.  F.  Bryant,  27  Wood  street,  R. 
Patrick  J.  Donovan,  44  Cnapman  street, 

D. 

Ward  Six. 
Wm.  N.  Young,  23  Beverlv  street,  R. 
Joliu  B.  Sheerin,  2  Foster  street,  D. 
■Wm.  N.  Starrett,  10  Prince  street,  R. 
Geo.  H.  Kyle,  2  Unity  court,  D. 
■Timothy  G.  Daly,  12  Hull  street,  R. 
John  C.  Kasson,  13  Fleet  street,  D. 
John  H.  Rohan,  24  Charles  street,  R. 
John  Cullen,  34  Hull  street,  D. 


Ward  Seven. 
Precinct  1 — Charles  Slack,  7  Williams  court,  R. 

Edward  J.  Kelly,  46  Salem  street,  D. 
Precinct  2— Thomas  E.Wortman,  4  Kendall  street,  R. 

Thomas  Sullivan,  160  PriDce  street,  D. 
Precinct  3—  William  H.   H.   Tuttle,    53  Devonshire 
street,  R. 
John  A.  Connolly,  11  Pitts  street,  D. 
Precinct  4 — George  G.  Perry,  20  BromfieUi  street,  R. 
James     D.    McJunkin,    94     Merrimac 
street,  D. 

Ward  Eight. 
Precinct  1— Alden  E.  Viles,  22  Lynrle  street,  R. 

John  J.  Cannon,  24  Billerica  street,  D. 
Precinct  2— John  P.  Fay,  13  Ashland  street,  R. 

Edward  B.  Daly,  44  Auburn  street,  D. 
Precinct  3— Chas.  W.  Smith,  28  School  street,  R. 

John  B.  Fitzpatrick,  48  Popiar  street,  D. 
Precinct  4 — Wisley  Pearce,  6  Spring  street,  R. 

John  J.  Boyle,  22  Minot  street,  D. 

Ward  Nine. 
Precinct  1— George     Wigglesworth,     8      Congress 
street,  R. 
Patrick  E.  Lynch,  196  Cambridge  street, 

Precinct  2 — Wm.  P.  Blake,  2  Pemberton  square,  R. 
Clarence     Spooner,     9     South    Russell 
street,  D. 
Precinct  3 — Herbert  L.  Harding,  Equitable  Build- 
ing, R. 
Patrick     Guerin,     1     North    Anderson 
street,  D. 
Precinct  4— A.  D.  Foster,  87  Milk  street,  R. 

John  J.  Murphy,  137  Charles  street,  D. 

Ward  Ten. 
Precinct  1— John  H.  Grant,  Jr.,  33  Bowdoin  St.,  R. 

H.  P.  Kelly,  24  Cambridge  street,  D. 
Precinct  2— Luther     H.    Wightman,    2     Ashburton 
place  R. 

Edward  Bicknell,  43  Somerset  street,  D. 
Precinct  3 — Alonzo  Boothby,  19  Joy  street,  R. 

Patrick  W.  Council,  15  Edinboro'  St.,  D. 
Precinct  4— Samuel  B.  Neal,  19  Mt.  Vernon  st.,  R. 

John  H.  Costello,  1  Oxford  street,  D. 

lFard  Kleven. 
Precinct  1— Edward  Ellis,  12  Gloucester  St.,  R. 
Gordon  Prioce,  311  Beacon  St.,  D. 
Precinct  2— Albeit    R.     Wbittier,     Commonwealth 
avenue,  R. 
Heurv  W.  Daniell,U9  Boylsion   st,  D. 
Precinct  3— Geo.  G.  Crocker,  74  Boyiston  St.,  R. 

Chas.  F.  Murray,  cor.  Warrenton  aud 
Treuiontsireets  D. 
Precinct  4— Albeit  G.  Frost,  31  Milk  street,  R. 
Daniel  Doheito,  36  Meliose  St.,  D. 
Precinct  5 — Henry  P.  Kidder,  2  Newbury  St.,  R. 

Daniel     F.     Finnerty,     345    Columbus 
avenue,  D. 

Ward  Twelve. 
Precinct  1 — Timuthy  Burns,  172  Harrison  av.,  R. 

Jeremiah     H.     Mullane,   253    Federal 
street,  D. 
Precinct  2— Isaac  E.  B  xter,  106  Hudson  St.,  R. 

Patrick  F.  McDonald.  3  Spear  alley,  D. 
Precinct  3— Frederick     A.     Green,     7     Buirougha 
place,  R. 
John  J.  Murphy,  47  Hudson  St.,  D. 
Precinct  4 — Henry  Beal,  20  Warrenton  street,  R. 

Daniel  A.  McCarty,  27  Shawmut  ar.,  D 

Ward  Thirteen. 
Precinct  1— E.  M.  Hatch,  124  West  Broadway,  R. 

Michael   H.  Laughlin,  28  West  Broad- 
way, D. 
Precinct  2 — Thomas  Howard,  37  Colony  street,  R 

Edward  A.  Kennedy,  114   West   Third 
street,  D. 
Preciuct  3 — Charles  Daning,  20  Third  stieet,  R. 

John  Gallagher,  161  West  Broadway,  D. 
Precinct  4 — James  Walker,  Jr.,  6  Gardner  place,  R. 

William  P.  Carroll.  366  E  street,  D. 
Precinct  5— Lorenzo  L.  Allen,  354  Fourth  street,  R. 
John  J.  Maguire,  193  D  street.  D. 

Ward  Fourteen. 
Precinct  1 — Charles  Jensen.  Jr.,  8  Linden  street,  R. 
Jeremiah  Connell,  rear  452  West  Broad- 
way, D. 
Precinct,  2 — Andrew  Fuller   Meaus,  493  East  Fourth 
street,  R. 
L.  J.  Loaan,  560  East  Broadway,  D. 
Preciuct  3 — Henry  F.  Shroeder,  134  I  stieet,  R. 
Robert  H.  Hyle,  170  I  stieet,  D. 
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Ward  Fourteen. 
Precinct  4— Edwin  C.  Drew,  16  Beckler  avenue,  K. 

Vincent  Laforme,  1T0  K  street,  D. 
Precinct  5 — John  H.  Flanders,  622  East  Fifth  street, 
R. 
Joh»  H.  Giblin,  794  East  Fourth  street, 
D. 

Ward  Fifteen. 
Precinct  1— Geo.  W.  Locke,  Gold  street,  R. 

John  Cannon,  191  W.  Seventh  street,  D. 
Precinct  2— Geo.  E.  Fitton,  213  Gold  street,  R. 

Oliver  G.  Fern-aid,  268W .  Fifth  street,  D. 
Precinct  3— Jesse  L.  Turner,  259  Silver  street,  R. 

Henry  P.  Muldoon,  52  Gates  strtet,  D. 
Precinct  4— David  E.  Tait,  24  Ward  stieet,  R. 

Michael  Campbell,  531  Dorchester  ave- 
nue, D. 

Ward  Sixteen. 
Precinct  1 — George     H.    Prince,    400     Washington 
street,  R. 

John  F.  Desmond,  22  Oneida  St.,  D. 
Precinct  2— Thomas  Restieux.  Jr.,  29Treuiont  st.,  R. 

Jas.  Dounovan,  66  Middlesex  street,  D. 
Precinct  3 — Geo.  H.  Royal,  Jr.,  14  Groton  street,  R. 

Daniel  F.  Burns.  30  Seneca  street,  D. 
Precinct  4— Wm.  N.  Bell,  44U  Tremont  street,  R. 

Morris  Clark,  61  Dover  street,  D. 

Ward  Seventeen. 
Precinct  1— S.  P.  Ridler,  30  Appleton  street,  R. 

J,    Chauocey    Crafts,    152    Warren  av- 
enue, D. 
Precinct  2— Sunnier  Appieton,  77  Walthavn  street, R. 
Cornelius  F.  Doherty,  21  Union  park,  D. 
Precinct  3 — George  A.  Tirrell,  21  Maiden  stieet,  R. 
Matthew    F.   Hughes,  21   Ea  t  Canton 
street,  D. 
Precinct  4 — Lemuel    N.    Shepard,    37    Warren    av- 
enue, R. 
Thomas  F.   Reddington,  656    Harrison 
avenue,  D. 

Ward  Eighteen. 

Precinct  1— Frederick  p.  Stearns,  196  W.Springfield 
street,  K. 
Charles  J.  Quigley,  214   W.   Springfield 
street,  D. 
Precinct  2-  Frederick   A.    Farrar,    98  W.  Concord 
street,  R. 
Louis  Miller,  126  Pembroke  street,  D. 
Precinct  3— Cyrus  K.  Babb,  9  Rutland  street,  R. 
Jesse  Holbrook,  7  Cumston  place,  D. 
Precinct  4 — Joseph  R.  Hews,  66  E.  Chester  park,  K. 
Michael     Lynch,     101       Northampton 
street,  D. 

Ward  Nineteen. 
Precinct  1— John  H.  Kerr,  57  Hammond  street,  R. 

Peter  F.  Elmore,  17  FranKlin  place,  D. 
Precinct  2 — LewisG.  Currier, 33 Ham inond  street,  R. 

John  T.  Daley,  48  Northfield  St.,  D. 
Precinct  3— Richard  G.  Ormaby,  44  Sawyer  st.,  R. 

James  Fagin,  96  Hampden  St.,  D. 
Precinct  4— James  Simonds,  31  Warwick  st.,  R. 

Joseph  Dunne,  1  King-street  court,  D. 

Ward  Twenty. 
Precinct  1— Edward  H.  McCormack, Franklin  court, 
K. 
Daniel  L.  Healy,  48  Yeoman  street,  D. 


Ward  Twenty. 
Precinct  2— Augustus  Stimpson,  Dudley,  corner  Cot- 
tage street,  R. 
John  F.  Cullen,  83  Norfolk  av.,  D. 
Precinct  3— H.  A.  Sweetser,  49  Brook  av.,  R. 

John  J.  Flannery,  27  Winslow  St.,  D. 
Precinct  4— L.  W.  Sibley,  Dudley  street,  off  Brook 
avenue,  R. 
James  B.  Graham,  Albion  street,  D. 
Precinct  i — Wm.  A.  Mylod,  Myrtle,  near  Bird  street, 
R. 
Jamts  J.  Strange,  24  Rand  street,  D. 

Ward  Twenty-One. 
Precinct  1— John  K.  Berry,  Sears  Building,  R. 

John   B.  Gardner,   11  Gardner  avenue, 
D. 
Piecinct  2— Benjamin  F.  Brown,  24  Cliff  st.,  R, 

Daniel  J.  Mitchell,  7  Knowerpl.,  D 
Precinct  3— E.  C.  Hodges,  39  St.  Jamts  street,  R. 

Harrv  P.  Nawn,  CO  Roculand  St.,  D. 
Precinct  4— Sam'l  G.  Davis,  120  Highland  St.,  R. 

Patrick  Goldec,38  Sherman  St.,  D. 
Precinct  5— J.  Louis  Kousmaniere,  Pearl  St.,  R. 

Geo.  M.  Hobbs,  34  Thornton  St.,  D. 

Ward  Twenty-Two. 
Precinct  1— Robert  Bampton,  289  Rusgles  street,    R 

John  F.  Kemiey,  174  Ward  street,  D. 

Precinct  2— Thomas  Young,' 1491  Tremont  street,  R. 

John  A.  Carpenter,  56  Conant  street,  D. 

Precinct  3— Aloert  H.  Bouve,  27  Alleghany  street,  R. 

Robert  V.  McDonald,  corner  Parker  and 

Tremont  streets,  D. 

Ward  Twenty-Three. 
Precinct  1— Cyrus  S.  Ilsley,  Burr  street,  R. 

J.  J.  Palmer,  Chestnut  avenue,  D.~ 
Precinct  2 — John  F.  Payson,  Chestnut  avenue,  R. 

J.  J.  Fallon,  Green  street,  D. 
Precinct  3— C.  C.  Hathaway,  Dent  stieet,  It. 

Michael  Hanuahan,  Centre  street,  D. 
Precinct  4 — Frank  A.  Rhodes,  Weld  avenue,  R. 

Daniel  McGill,  Brookside  aveuue,  D. 
Precinct  5— W.  F.  Spear,  Temple  street,  R. 

Martin  Lynch,  Hyde  Park  avenue,  D. 

Ward  Tweniy-Foicr. 
Precinct  1— W.  Chauning  Clapp,  Clapp  p"..,  R. 

P.  Reddington,  Highland  street.  D. 
Precinct  2— G.  D.  T.  Ord*ay,  Beach  street,  K. 

John  Powers.  Leonard  stieet,  D. 
Precinct  3— Silas  Ross,  High  street,  R. 

Bernard  Hine.-,  Ncponset  aveuue,  D. 
Precinct  4 — Walter  S.  Watson,  River  street,  R. 

Ira  M.  Clay,  Temple  stieet,  D. 
Precinct  5— Edmund  P.'  Snow,  Mather  street,  R. 

Frank  R.  Woods,  Corbett  street,  D. 
Precinct  6— S.  Walter  Wales,  Columbia  streer,  R. 

Wm.  h.  Kelly,  Wales  place,  D. 

Ward  Twenty-Five. 
Precinct  1 — Charles  Leavitt,  Bigelow  street,  R. 

Michael  P.  Morley,  Waverly  street,  D. 
Precinct  2— Albert  A.  B.  Perry,  Cambridge  street,  R, 
Richard  B.  Smart,  Washingtou  street,  D. 
Precinct  3— Charles  A.  Smart,  All>ton  street,  R. 
Edward  Ready,  Bennefc  street,  D. 
The  appointments  were  confirmed  by  the  board. 
Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Slade. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings   of  the   Common  Council. 

l)Ei;EMBER  8,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at  1V% 
o'clock  P.  M.,  President  Charles  E.  Pratt  in  the 
chair. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Rosnosk.y,  :>f  Ward  16,  the 
President  directed  a  call  of  the  roll,  with  the  follow- 
ing result: 

Present — Barry,  Bovle,  lirimbeeoin.  Brown.  Child, 
H.  Clapp,  H.B.Clapp,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Cummings, 
Dana,  Denne\ ,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy,Emerv, 
Farwell,  Ford,  Freeman,  Gove,  Greenougb,  Hard- 
ing;, Hart,  Hilton.  Hosley, Huntress.  Maguire,  Math- 
ews, McCorrnick,  M^aus,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P.  Morri- 
Bon,  Mullfctt,  Parknian,  Pope,  Pratt,  Pray,  Rosnosky, 
Smith,  Swan,  Teevan.  Viles.  Wakefield,  Wheeler, 
Whitmore,  Williams,  Harrison— 47. 

Absent  or  not  voiing—  Bart  ett,  Beal,  Bigelow, 
Kowker,  Conliii,  Conneli,  Cost' Ho,  Daly,  Devlin, 
J.  Doherty,  Fisk,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Lauten,Lov- 
ell,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.J.  McLaughlin,  McNaiuara, 
Murphy,  Powers,  Quigley.  Rovers,  Walsh,  Welch, 
Wharton— 25. 

Mr.  Rosnosky,  of  Ward  16,  called  lor  Past  Assign- 
ment No.  27i  being  the  several  orders  in  relation  to 
the  West  Roxbury  and  other  parks,  and  moved  that 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  be  specially  as- 
signed to  half  past  nine  o'clock,  P.  M.,  but  pending 
the  pnttii  g  of  the  question  by  the  Chair,  he  withdrew 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19—1  renew  the  motion  for 
various  reasons.  There  are  several  matters  here 
which  have  been  delayed  lor  some  time;  I  think 
these  orders  should  be  assigned  until  that  time,  when 
we  can  dispose  of  them. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— I  hope  the  gentleman 
wil:  explain  his  reason  for  making  that  motion.  If 
he  leaves  the  ma. ter  where  it  is  it  can  be  called  up 
during  the  evening.  There  is  no  reason  lor  taking  it 
op  and  assigoing  it  over  again.  No  one  wants  to 
take  it  up  at  ihe  present  tune  or  before  halt-past 
nine.  If  it  is  left  where  it  is  it  is  all  right.  I  do  not 
imagine  anybody  is  going  to  spring  any  trap  here  by 
calling  it  up  at  anv  unreasonable  time.  1  think  if 
the  gentleman  leaves  it  without  making  any  reference 

it  we  shall  be  all  right. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19— My  reason  for  having 
it  assigned  until  half-oast  nine  is  that  we  may  take 
up  some  other  motions  that  are  specially  assigned, 
previous  to  this. 

The  President  stated  the  question,  and  at  the  same 
ume  Mr.  Maguire  signified  his  withdrawal  of  the 
motion. 

Mr.  iVbittuore  ot  Ward  12— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  19  has  withdrawn  his  motion. 

The  President — The  gentlemaD  withdraws  his  mo- 
tion. 

Audiior's  monthly  exhibit,  Dec.  3.  (City  Doe.  148.) 
Placed  on  file. 

Mayor's  message,  suggesting  the  observance  of  the 
Webster  centennial,  January  18,  1882,  and  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  special  coinniitte  thereon.  Passed 
over  as  among  de:w  table  matters,  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  Emery,  and  subsequently  the  order  was  passed 
in  concurrence,  and  the  President  joined  Messrs. 
Parkman  of  Ward  9,  Whitmore  of  Ward  12,  Whar- 
of  Ward  11,  Costello  of  Ward  22,  and  Means  of  Ward 
20,  to  the  committee. 

lieltrence  to  the  next  City  Council  of  an  order  for 
a  contract  to  he  made  for  the  construction  of  a  fire- 
boat,  with  appliances  for  breaking  ice,  at  a  cost  not 
exceedine  .$18,000.  Passed  over  as  among  debatable 
matters  at  tin-  request  of  Mr.  Emary,  and  subse- 
quently the  Council  concurred  iD  the  reference. 

Christmas  Uuliday. 

Order  for  the  observance  by  the  city  of  the  festival 
of  Christmas  on  Monday,  December  26. 

Toe  que-tion  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  second 
readiug. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10 — I  have  urave  doubts  as 
to  the  legality  oi  that  order.  In  lact  I  am  quiie  sat- 
isfied we  have  not  the  power  to  pas  an  order  of  that 
kind.  I  do  not  see  why  it  is  not  virtually  an  attempt 
on  the  part  of  the  City  Council  to  create  a  holiday, 
which  ot  course  it  has  not  the  power  to  do.  If  any 
one  has  auv  great  interest   m  the  order,  1  am  willing 


it  should  go  to  a  committee  to  be  considered  as  to  ite 
legality;  otnerwise  I  move  to  indefinitely  post- 
pone. " 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8—1  hope  it  will  not  be 
indefinitely  postponed.  That  order  was  presented  in 
the  Board  ot  Aldermen  sonic  weeks  ago,  and  passed; 
■  motion  to  reconsider  was  ottered  by  the  Alderman, 
but  was  withdrawn.  The  matter  has  been  fully  con- 
sidered, and  the  Alderman  who  presented  the  order 
has  received  information  which  justified  him  in  do- 
ingso.    I  hope  it  will  be  passed. 

Mr.  Wheeler — I  move  its  reference  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ordinances,  with  instructions  to  report  sea- 
sonably so  wa  can  act  upon  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore — Instead  of  having  it  referred  to  a 
committee  with  instructions  which  would  require 
concurrent  action  of  the  Aldermen  next  week,  I 
think  we  had  better  strike  out  the  words  "directing 
the  employees  of  the  city  to  observe  the  day  as  a 
holiday,"  which  seem  to  be  the  only  words  the  gen- 
tleman can  object  to.  I  take  it  for  gran'ed  the  City 
Council  have  power  to  order  the  offices  in  City  Hall 
closed  and  to  give  city  employees  a  holiday  whenever 
they  cboo  e,  but  they  cannot  say  that  the  employees 
shall  observe  it  as  a  holiday,  because  they  will  not  do 
so  unless  they  choose.  Ij;  i-  custouiaiy  to  have  a  holi- 
day at  Christmas,  and  it  is  looked  forward  to  with  a 
great  deal  of  interest,  and  when  Chiistmas  comes  on 
Sunday  the  secular  observance  must  cike  place  on 
some  other  day.  It  has  always  been  customary  to 
give  city  employees  a  holiday  on  Christmas  Day. 
ikijow  that  the  subject  was  discussed  in  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  and  it  was  concluded  that  by  giving 
Monday  they  would  confer  a  great  benefit  on  the 
employees  in  the  city  departments,  because  they 
would  only  get  the  ball  day  on  Saturday  which  they 
always  have,  if  the  holiday  was  observed  on  that 
day.  I  therefore  move  to  sti  ike  out  the  words  which 
direct  the  observance  of  Monday  as  a  holiday,  and  I 
hope  the  rest  of  the  order  will  pass.  I  think  that 
will  fully  meet  the  legal  objections  ff  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  fail  to  see  that  that  meets  the 
objection.  I  am  quite  confident  it  would  he  illegal 
for  ns  to  pass  an  order  of  this  kind,  which  is  simply 
an  attempt  to  create  a  legal  holiday.  We  do  not 
want  to  pass  anything  which  is  illegal.  It  can  be 
referred  to  a  committe  and  reported  upon.  There 
is  no  provision  of  the  statute  for  its  to  pass  an  order 
of  this  kind.  The  effect  of  it  would  be  really  an 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  City  Council  to  create  a 
public  holiday.  I  cannot  see  any  objection  to  refer- 
ring jt  to  a  committee  for  consideration. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Do  I  understand  the  gentleman  to 
say  that  the  city  has  no  right  to  give  its  employees  a 
holiday  on  that  day  without  loss  of  pay? 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  am  very  s>u re  that  would  he  the 
construction  wi  ich  would  be  p.aced  upon  it.  It 
would  virtually  be  creating  a  holiday  not  provided 
for  by  statute,  and  which  can  only  be  provided  for 
in  that  way. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Does  not  that  apply  to  every  simi- 
lar occasion  when  we  have  given  the  laborers  and 
clerks  in  the  various  departments  a  holiday  or  half- 
holiday,  without  loss  of  pay.  as  on  the  occasion  ol  the 
delivery  of  the  Garfield  eulogy'/  I  think  I  have 
heard  this  objection  before  in  some  quarters.  I  have 
heard  it  feebly  chirupped  in  years  before;  but  the 
City  Council'  has  had  the  good  sense  to  order 
the  holiday.  The  Auditor  has  never  refused 
to  pay  the  bills,  and  no  citizen  has  object- 
ed. I  tluuk  that  is  the  whole  of  the  gen- 
tleman's objection.  It  seems  to  mc  that  in  this  case 
aboveallothers.it  is  particularly  ungracious  to  ob- 
ject to  it,  because  ihe  legal  holiday  falling  on  Sun 
day  the  men  employed  by  the  city,  department 
e'erks,  etc.,  would  lose  their  holiday  this  year.  It 
seems  to  me  it  is  a  very  much  moi  e  obvious  case  for 
stretching  the  law,  if  it  needs  to  be  stretched,  than  a 
good  many  thai  we  have  had.  In  this  particular 
case  it  woold  be  very  ungracious  to  refuse  to  do  as 
wc  have  done  in  other  CiSes,  and  in  other  years.  I 
hope  the  Council  will  be  willing  to  say  that  the 
offices  of  the  departments  shall  be  closed  on  Monday, 
the  26tb,  in  order  that  the  employees  ot  the  city  in 
common  with  their  fellow-citizens  shall  ha\e  a 
chance  to  enjoy  their  Christinas. 

Mr.  Wheeler  ot  Ward  10— If  it  were  the  22d  of 
February  or  the  Fourth  (1  July,  it  would  be  proper 
under  the  statute  to  pass  the  order,  but  I  am  quite 
positive  it  will  be  illegal,  inasmuch  as  there  is  no 
provision  or  statute  fortius  case.  Inasmuch  as  the 
question  can  be  decided  only  by  a  committee,  I  hope 
the  reference  will  he  made." 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost. 

Mr.  Whitmore  withdrew  his  amendment  and  the 
order  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Whitmore 
moved  to  leconsider.    Lost. 

Order  for  the  execution   of  agreements   to   secure 
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the  right  to  close  the  channel  of  Stony  brook  iu  the 
lands  of  Hannah  Dudley  and  others,  and  to  release 
all  claims  for  betterments  upon  said  lands. 

Mr.  W  liitmore  asked  if  this  matter  came  from  a 
committee,  and  the  President  said  it  did  not  so  ap- 
pear on  its  face. 

.  Mr.  Fitzpatrick  inquired  if  it  did  not  come  from 
the  Committee  on  Stouy  Brook. 

Mr.  Brown  of  Ward  '23 — If  it  has  I  am  ignorant  of 
it,  and  I  move  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Stony  Brook.  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  all  right.  I  said 
to  my  associate  on  the  committee  that  if  auy  question 
is  asked  on  that  order,  I  would  have  to  ask  that  it  be 
referred.  I  do  not  know  auything  about  it,  and  I 
generally  know  what  is  going  ou  in  that  line  of  busi- 
ness. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Stony 
Brook. 

Order  to  destroy  cancelled  bank  checks,  coupons, 
and  other  old  panel's  relating  to  the  business  of  the 
Treasury  Department  prior  to  1870  which  are  not 
necessary  to  preserve. 

Mr.  Whitmore  inquired  if  this  order  came  from 
any  committee,  and  Mr.  Hurt  replied  that  it  was  re- 
ported by  Mr.  Whitten  k  ith  the  concurrence  of  the 
whole  Treasury  Committee,  who  nad  it  before  them 
a  long  time. 

The  order  was  passed  over  as  among  debatable 
matters,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  but  later 
in  tlie  session  was  again  considered  and  passed,  in 
concurrence. 

Order  for  the  conveyance  to  the  Eastern  Junction, 
Broad  Sound  Fier  &  Point  Shirley  R.  R.  Corporation 
of  certain  rights  on  oarcels  of  Lnd  belonging  to  the 
city,  and  for  the  rescinding  of  so  much  of  the  order 
beret  >fore  passed  on  the  subject  as  conflicts  with  this 
order. 

Mr.  Gove,  of  War!  1,  inquired  as  to  the  necessity 
for  a  change  in  tbe  ord?r. 

Mr.  Wheeler,  of  Ward  10,  »aid  the  merits  of  the 
cpies'ion  were  passed  upon  previously,  but  when  the 
deeds  were  about  to  be  made  out,  the  plan  of  the  lo- 
cation could  not  be  found.  The  plan  has  since  been 
found,  and  this  is  to  confirm  what  has  been  done. 
The  City  Solicitor  had  been  here  this  evening  and 
explained  that  the  plan  ha  1  been  found  and  this 
order  was  merely  to  perfect  the  conveyance. 

Mr.  Gove — Then  it  it  the  same  agreement  made 
so  .  e  time  ago,  and  is  simply  to  annex  the  plan  to  the 
agreement? 

Mr.  "Wheeler— That  is  the  understanding. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  understand  the  order  lirst  passed 
made  a  conveyance  in  accordance  with  the  original 
plan.  If  the  plan  has  been  found,  why  should  we 
have  a  new  order? 

Mr.  Brown— I  had  heard  nothing  in  relation  to  this 
matter  unMl  thi3  eveuine.  when  I  saw  the  City  Solici- 
tor, who  explained  it.  The  City  Council  passed  an 
proer  to  grant  certain  land  in  Winihrop,  according 
to  a  particular  plan.  It  turned  out  tnat  the  original 
plan  was  losu,and  they  had  to  file  a  new  one,  and  this 
order  nas  to  be  passed  to  give  them  the  proper  title. 
The  location  is  the  same,  but  they  waut  this  plau  to 
refer  to  iD  the  deeds  given  by  the  cty.  The  plan  is 
the  same  as  the  original  one,  which  was  lost. 

The  order  was  pa-sed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Brown 
moved  to  reconsider,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost. 

Report  and  order  (new  draft)  for  a  transfer  from 
the  Reserved  Fund  to  the  appropriation  to  be  called 
"Records  of  Street  Names,"  of  the  sum  of  $1500. 
Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  on  motiou 
of  Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  and  passed  m  concur- 
rence, yeas  53,  nays  0. 

Report  and  order  (new  draft)  for  a  transfer  from 
the  Reserved  Fund  to  the  appropriation  tor  school- 
houses,  oublic  buildings,  ot  the  sum  of  $20,000.  Read 
twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule  on  motion  -of 
Mr.  Whitmore,  ot  Ward  12,  and  passed  in  concur- 
rence.   Ye  is  50,  nays  0. 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  to  the  Contingent  Fund  of  joint  committees, 
of  the  sum  of  $1500.  Order  read  twice  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  oo  motion  ot  Mr  Whitmore,  of 
Ward  12,  and  passed  in  concurrence,— yeas  50,  nays  0. 

WIDENING   OF  KNEELAND  STKEET. 

Report  and  order  for  a  loau  of  $160,000,  to  be  ap- 
propriated for  the  wiaeuiug  ot  Kneelaud  street  from 
Lincoln  to  Federal  street. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  ot  Ward  12,  offered  an  amendment 
in  the  form  if  a  substitute,  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  at  such  a  rate  of  interest 
as  tbey  shall  determine,  one  hundred  and  eighty 
thousand  dollars.  This  sum  1s  hereby  constituted  a 
special  appropriation  for  the  widening  of  Kueelund 


street  from  Albany  street  to  Federal  street,  and 
appropriated  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Whitmore— This  matter  was  called  to  my  at- 
tention by  some  of  the  city  officials,  and  I  have  a 
plan  here  which  I  shall  be  happy  to  show  to  the 
members.  The  difference  between  the  origin  d  order 
and  the  aubslitute  is,  tnat  the  former  is  for  $160,000 
to  cover  the  widening  ot  Kneeland  street  from  Lin- 
coln street  to  Federal  street;  but  by  increasing  the 
amount  $20,000,  as  provided  in  tlie  substitu  e,  we 
shall  be  able  to  widen  to  Albany  street.  It  is  per- 
fectly evident  to  everybody  that  the  widening  must 
go  through  to  Albany  street.  The  additional  dis- 
tance is  that  part  of  the  street  in  front  of  the  rear  of 
the  old  Bostij  &  Albany  passenger  depot. 

On  motion  of  Mr'.  Whitmore  a  recess  of  five  min- 
utes was  taken  to  enable  members  to  examine  the 
plan. 

Mr.  Whitmnre— As  I  have  already  stated,  I  had  no 
authority  in  this  matter  as  representing  any  commit- 
tee. I  proposed  the  order  at  the  request  of  some 
city  officials  who  thought  it  should  be  brought  for- 
ward. For  fear  any  one  sbouio  think  that  the  mat- 
ter has  not  beeu  considered,  I  beg  leave  to  call  upon 
Mi'  Wnarton,  of  Ward  11,  to  state  any  further  lacts, 
so  that  there  should  be  no  question  in  the  minds  of 
the  CoULcil. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18— If  there  is  no  objectb  n  I 
will  take  the  first  hand  in  that.  This  matter  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  we  report- 
ed $160,000.  We  asked  Street  Commissioner  Ta  bot 
if  the  widening  ought  not  to  go  to  Albany  street,  but 
he  did  not  say  it  should.  I  believe  it  ought  to  gp  to 
Albany  street,  but  should  first  be  iti erred  to  the 
Committee  on  Streets,  and  I  move  it  he  referred  to 
them. 

Mr.  Whitmore — Why  should  it  go  to  the  Committee 
on  Streets? 

Mr.  Hart — They  have  not  considered  the  widening 
proposed  in  the  amendment.  They  reported  iu 
favor  of  a  widening  from  Lincoln  street  to  Fed- 
eral street.  In  the  Finance  Committee  it  was  con- 
sidered whether  the  widening  ought  not  to  go  to  Al- 
bany street.  Mr.  Talbot  was  before  them,  and  did 
not  talk  strong  enough  to  ju-tify  them  in  re- 
porting the  order,  and  I  want  it  to  go  to  the  Commit- 
tee   n  Streets  in  the  regular  way. 

Mr.  Whitmore — At  almost  any  other  time  in  tbe 
year  I  should  not  hesitate  for  a  moment.  But  it  is 
very  near  the  end,  and  this  is  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance, in  which  I  feel  a.  graat  deal  of  inte  est, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  iu  the  ward  I  represent.  I  have 
heard  great  complaints  from  passengers  going  to 
South  Boston,  and  iuqimies  as  to  when  the  city  will 
ooen  up  Kneelaud  street  as  it  should  be.  At  this 
time  of  the  year  every  delay  is  dangerous.  I  nope 
the  gentleman  will  not.  insist  upon  sending  it  to  the 
committee  as  a  mere  matter  of  form,  after  the  Coun- 
cil have  learned  all  they  can  iu  regard  to  thesnbjeet. 
I  h?.ve  heard  of  no  opposition  whatever.  A  delay  of 
a  week  may  re  fatal  to  the -project  before  this  City 
Government.  It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  set  com- 
mittee meetings  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  as 
we  have  so  few  more  meetings  of  the  Council,  I  hope 
the  objection  cf  the  gentleman  will  not  prevail.  If 
the  Council  ate  satisfied  that  this  is  a  proper  step  to 
take,  I  hope  they  will  accept  and  pass  the  substitute. 
Ir  the  gentleman  went  ov»r  to  South  Boston  as  I  do 
every  day,  I  think  he  would  agree  with  me  that  the 
condition  of  the  street  is  a  great  inconvenience.  It 
certainly  will  be  a  great  public  convenience  when 
the  street  is  laid  out  to  Albany  street.  If  the  matter 
should  by  any  chance  go  over  to  the  next  City  Gov- 
ernment, it  will  be  two  or  three  niom.hs  before  it  can 
be  reached— will  have  to  be  referred  to  a  new  com- 
mittee who  will  not  know  auything  about  it  for  some 
time.    1  hope  the  Council  will  decide  it  to-night. 

Mr.  Wharton — The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  has  slated  that  this  matter  has  been  before 
that  committ'-e,  who  are  at  present  agreed  to  the 
scheme,  and  he  moves  b>  refer  it  to  the  Committee 
on  Streets  for  the  reason  that  he  thinks  it  should  go 
through  the  ordinary  form  of  procedure.  If  it  is  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  ou  Streets,  1  suppose  that 
after  they  report  it  ought  uroperly  to  be  again  re- 
lerred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  As  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Finance  has  expressed  the 
views  of  his  committee,  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  en  Streets  whether  this 
whole  subject  has  been  considered  by  his  commit- 
tee, and  whether  he.  is  authorized  to  speak  authori- 
tatively for  them  in  favor  or  again-t  the  amend- 
ment, and  whether  it  his  desire  that  the  matter 
should  go  to  his  committee. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— The  map  presented  bv  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  never  been  before  the 
Committee  on  Streets.  I  should  ratner  hope  it  will 
go  to  the  Committee  on  Streets,  for  if   the  txtensiou 
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is  to  lie  made  they  ought  to  know  something-  about  it. 
1  would  also  tell  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  that  I 
tind  the  Sonth  Boston  cars  do  not  have  much  trouble 
in  passing  through  that  street. 

Mr.  Wharton — Under  those  circumstances  I  hope 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  not  press  his 
amendment,  hut  will  allow  the  motion  of  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Finance  Committee  to  prevail. 

Mr.  Greenough — Does  the  gentleman  move  to  refer 
the  whole  matter  or  the  amendment  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Streets? 

Mr.  Hart— The  whole  matter. 

Mr.  Greenough— The  hest  way  out  of  tbe  difficulty 
is  to  pass  the  order  from  the  other  branch,  and  theu 
let  another  order,  the  same  as  the  amendment,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Streets.  This  matter 
came  before  the  Committee  on  Finance,  who  bad  a 
consultation  with  tne  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Street  CoiutnisMoners,  and  we  were  certainly  not 
prepared  to  recommend  it.  I  should  wish  to  con- 
sider it  more  before  voting  for  it.  After  tie  $160,000 
ordiir  is  passed  tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  12  might 
offer  another  order  to  cover  bis  point.  It  seems  to  me 
that  is  tbe  simplest  way  out  of  it. 

Mr.  Wharton— The  difficulty  is  that  this  matter 
ought  properly  to  be  in  one  appropriation.  I 
understand  tbe  Auditor  tbinks  it  is  better  in 
such  cases  to  bave  the  whole  sum  in  one 
appropriation,  a3  it  is  easier  to  baudle.  There 
is  no  particular  hurry  about  this  matter,  aud  it 
the  Committee  on  Streets  will  report  as  soon 
as  possible,  as  they  undoubtedly  will,  it  will  be  of  no 
great  importance  whether  the  order  is  passed  to- 
night or  not. 

Mr.  Whitrnore — I  think  everything  said  ought  to 
lead  tbe  Council  to  take  the  substitute.  There  seems 
to  be  no  doubt  that  this  improvement  should  be 
made.  1  understand  ttiat  the  Finance  Committee 
are  perfectly  willing  to  1-eceive  it,  and  it  is  perfectly 
evident  that  the  appropriation  ought  to  be  in  one 
sum. 

Mr.  Greenough— I  thought  I  distinctly  stated  that 
as  one  member  of  the  Finance  Committee  I  was  not 
pepared  to  vote  for  the  amendment  at  present.  The 
Finance  Committee  have  considered  tbe  subject  in 
committee,  and  we'e  not  able  to  report  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Whitrnore — I  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon.  His 
name  is  so  associated  with  water  that.  1  did  not  con- 
nect Dim  with  finance,  and  1  am  sorry  I  made  the 
mistake.  A  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Finance 
Commit' ce  wbo  have  spoken  seem  to  be  of  the  opin- 
ion that  there  is  no  financial  difficulty  in  passing  this 
order.  If  we  send  it  to  the  Committee  on  Streets  we 
run  the  risk  of  losing  it  this  year.  The  committee 
will  want  to  have  a  nearing,  which  will  take  lime, 
and  1  don't  believe  if  they  were  to  sit  from  now  until 
the  end  of  thepreseut  City  Government,  they  would 
get  any  new  information  to  report  back.  The  refer- 
ence is  emphatically  a  matter  of  form,  and  I  feel 
that  for  the  proper  and  prompt  settlement  of  tbis 
question,  I  must  insist  on  not  withdrawing  my  mo- 
tion, but  hone  the  Council  will  come  to  a  decision 
upon  tbe  substitute.  Tbis  is  a  great  public  improve- 
ment, and  it  would  be  a  gieat  pity  to  lose  it  by 
any  technicality  that  makes  it  necessary  to 
send  it  to  another  committee.  If  I  felt  there  was 
any  dispute  about  the  facts  or  any  un  ■  iltingness  on 
the  part  of  the  Council  to  pass  tbe  measure,  1  sbould 
act  differently.  As  I  understand,  tbe  reference  is 
merely  to  give  the  Committee  on  Streets  an  oppor- 
tunity to  have  another  meeting,  and  report  back  say- 
ing it  is  all  right  and  we  ought  to  pass  it.  I  think  we 
ought  to  come  to  a  decision. 

Tbe  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Streets 
wa-  adopted. 

THE     INVESTIGATION      INTO      THE      USE      OF      MB, 
POOGUE.S  OKEENHOl'SFS  BY   THE  CITS'. 

Mr.  Parkinan,  of  Ward  9,  called  up  the  special  as- 
signment for  eight  and  a  half  o'clock  P.  M.,  viz: 

Majority  and  minority  reports  on  the  subject  or 
paving  William  Doogue  $15011  for  tbe  use  of  bis 
greenhouses,  &c,  (City  Doc.  138;. 

On  motion  or  Mr.  Park  loan,  of  Ward  9,  the  mi- 
nority report  (recommending  the  passage  of  the 
order;  was  substituted  lor  that  of  the  majority.  The 
question  then  cai tie  upon  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Maizuire  of  Ward  19— In  reference  to  this 
matter  of  the  Superintendent  of  Common  and 
Squares,  I  see  by  a  letter  m  last  evening's  paper  that 
he  is  sorry  that  this  thing  had  not  been  attended  to 
before.  It  is  a  fact  that  if  there  is  any  man  in  the 
City  of  Boston  that  is  notoriously  in  favor  of  get- 
ting into  print,  it  is  Mr.  Doogue,  the  Super- 
intendent "1  Common  and  Squares.  As  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  I  will  ask  the  other 
members    of    the    comun.tee   to    bear     me    out   in 


the  statement  that  it  was  no  fault  of  mine  that  this 
matter  was  not  attended  to  inside  of  five  months. 
There  was  but  one  meeting  neglected  ou  my  part, 
audit  hink  the  cause  of  the  meetings  not  being  called 
was  through  Mr.  Doogue's  own  neglect.  As  this 
matter  is  somewhat  lengthy,  and  there  are  many 
reference  to  be  mads,  I  thought,  to  prevent  mis- 
takes, I  would  write  down  what  I  had  to  say.  It  has 
been  truly  said  that  "Conscience  mages  cowards 
of  us  all,"  am)  I  think  no  greater  or  better  proof  of 
it  can  be  brought  forward  than  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Doogue  conceiving  his  case  to  be  so  desperate  as  not 
to  be  intrusted  to  the  care  of  a  skilful  lawyer,  who 
is  a  member  of  tne  investigating  committee,  and  has 
presented  as  able  a  report  as  it  was  possible  for  him 
to  make,  is  yet  so  much  afraid  of  the  facts,  which 
nave  been  ascertained  and  which  cannot  be  dis- 
proved or  explained  away,  as  to  adopt  the  very 
extraordinary  course  of  rushing  into  print 
and  trying  to  influence  the  members  of  the 
City  Government  aud  the  public  by  making  state-' 
uients,  aud  assailing  my  conduct  as  chairman  of 
the  committee,  which  conduct,  be  says,  is  owing 
to  family  matters,  and  as  tbe  time  of  tbis  body  is  too 
precious  to  be  taken  up  with  tny  such,  be  probably 
thought  that  it  would  not  be  dignified  on  my  part  to 
n<  tice  that  insinuation  of  his.  I,  however,  most  em- 
phatically deny  that  any  family  or  other  reasons 
exist  on  uiv  part  for  my  actions  towards  him,  or  that 
I  am  prompted  by  any  motives  ;ave  my  duty  to  my 
cons  ituents  and  the  citizens  generally.  It  is  rather 
singular,  to  say  the  least,  that,  as  he  alleges,  "com- 
petent persons"  whom  1  brought*t j  te-tify  on  the 
matter  referred  to  tbe  committee  bad  noopportunity 
of  being  heard,  when  his  friend  on  our  committee, 
the  legal  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  certainly  looked 
after  Mr.  Doogue's  interests  as  well  as  any  paid  ad- 
vocate could  have  done,  and  would  not  be  at  all 
slow  to  call  the  attention  oi  the  committee  to  such 
a  neglect  of  duty  on  their  part  as  this  would  amount 
to,  and  to  take  advantage  of  it  when  presenting  his 
minority  report.  But  the  statement  is  not  tiue,  and 
is  merely  a  sample  of  others  equally  untrue  made  by 
this  public  officer,  which  I  think  tends  conclusively  to 
show  his  reck  less  unscrupulousnesB  and  tbe  desperate 
condition  m  which  he  is  placed  when  he  finds  I  iinself 
compelled  to  have  recourse  to  such  dishonorable  and 
unworthy  strategems  to  try  and  influence  the  minds 
and  votes  of  tbe  members  ot  this  Council.  But  I 
shall  not  trespass  on  your  patience  further  by 
noticing  bis  mendacious  statements,  but  come 
at  once  to  a  consideration  of  tbe  facts  dis- 
closed by  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses,  lu 
tbe  first  place  it  appears  by  Mr.  Doogue's  own 
testimony,  page  1.3.  that  the  greenhouses  cost  $8000, 
aud  the  majority  claim  as  shown  on  page  6  that  Mr. 
Doogue  has  alreadv  received  $9560,  or  $1580  more 
than  what  he  says  they  cost  bim  in  the  first  instarce. 
Therefore  he  has  no  equitable  claim  on  the  jity,  and 
yet  be  asks  $1500  additional,  although  as  slated  in 
the  majority  report  ou  2nd  page,  (and  not  disputed 
by  the  minority,)  be  has  no  legal  claim  upon  the  city. 
Mr.  Baikman  stating  it  in  this  \va,\  on  page  5: 

"It  may  or  may  not  be  that  tne  committee  of  1880 
ought  to  have  made  such  an  agreement,  but  the  fact 
remains  that  they  have  followed  tbe  examole  set  by 
their  predecessors,  and  it  is  fair  to  presume 
that  they  acted  from  what  they  believed  to  be  the 
best  interests  of  the  city." 

I  claim  that  this  body  has  no  right  toe  nnive  or 
wink  at  such  a  violation  of  the  ordinances  in  regard 
to  incurring  expense  without  the  authority  of  the 
City  Council  as  is  here  involved,  and  that  it  is  pre- 
cisely such  a  loose  system  of  doiugbusinessor  rather 
neglecting  their  business,  that  led  to  and  rendered 
possible  the  Woodward  defalcation.  The  majority 
ot  this  committee  have,  however,  done  their 
duty,  and  tbey  now  transfer  tbe  responsibil- 
ity to  tbe  other  members  of  this  Council. 
Mr.  Doogue  admits  that  he  has  done  work  within 
the  last  year  for  which  he  was  paid  by  private  par- 
ties, mid  there  has  been  by  his  own  admission  (see 
page  11)  men  wno  were  employed  by  the  city,  also 
employed  by  him  for  this  purpose.  1  will  refer  you 
to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Doogue  on  this  subject, 
(page  11): 

1  Tne  Chairman— Weil,  it  ia  saia  that  tbe  men 
working  tor  the  city  were  ordered  to  work  on  this 
decorating  by  you. 

'A.— If  they  were  they  were  paid  for  it. 

'•(J. — Did  you  decorate  Trinity  Church? 

"A.— Yes,  sir;  and  I  told  Mr  Kentield  to  he  sure 
and  see  that  the  men's  time  was  taken  off  the  bonks, 
so  that  there  would  be  no  chance  that  any  one  could 
say  that  I  had  used  the  city's  men  on  iny  private 
work.  There  is  only  one  man  employed  in  the  green- 
house, and  I  will  guarantee  that  he  never  worked 
on  decorations,  or  any  other  of  iny  private  work. " 
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I  want  to  explain  tliat  men  were  taken  off  the  Com- 
mon and  Public  Garden  and  sent  to  do  this  kind  of 
work.  I  will  say  that  Mr.  Doogue  considered  that 
he  did  his  work  when  lie  toul  Sir.  Kenfeld,  his  clerk, 
to  be  sure  that  their  time  was  taken  off  the  books, 
which  your  committee  had  no  evidence  to  show  was 
done,  Mr.  Doogue  not  having  produced  the  time 
books  to  substantiate  his  statements,  nor  any  books 
showing  how  much  had  been  expended  on  account  of 
the  greenhouse.  All  he  produced  was  some  bills 
made  out  against  him,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to 
some  .$13li0,  am  Migst  which  was  one  for  insurance  of 
plants  amounting  to  $87.00,  from  which  the  city 
would  derive  no  benefit  whatever,  as  said  insurance 
was  effected  in  Mr.  Doogue's  name  and  not  in 
that  ot  tbe  city.  The  gentleman  who  insured 
the  plants  crnne  before  the  committee  anil  told 
them  tbat  in  case  anything  baup~ned  to  those 
plants,  ihe  city  could  collect  nothing,  as  they  were 
insured  for  Mr.  fJoogue's  private  benefit.  I  desire 
to  call  attention  to  tbe  fact  that  several  of  the  men 
in  his  employ  have  refused  to  answer  important 
questions  that  have  an  important  bearing  upon  this 
case.    See  pages  19  and  20. 

[Heading  from  J.  H.  Dillon's  testimony.] 

"Q. — In  your  opinion,  are  the  greenhouses  fit  to 
put  plants  in  or  to  propagate  them  in? 

'•A. — I  refuse  to  answer." 

Does  any  gentleman  suppose  for  a  moment,  tbat 
Mr.  Dillon  or  anybody  eise  in  Mr.  Doogue's  employ 
would  have  refused  to  answer  if  he  thought  they 
were.  Mr.  Dillon  refused  to  answer.  On  the  20th 
page  of  this  same  fientleman's  testimony,  it  shows- 
that  Mr.  Doogue  hii  ed  him  as  a  foreman  at  $75  a 
month,  and  paid  him  $2.25  a  day,  which  don't  amount 
to  much  except  simply  to  show  that  Mr.  Doogue  does 
not  keep  his  agreements  with  his  men.  Then  Mr. 
Greenwood  received  a  month's  pay  without  doing 
any  work.  On  page  22,  Mr.  Hennessey's  evidence, 
the  question  was  asked : 

"Q. — You  iiave  worked  on  Mr.  Doogue's  private 
work  part  of  the  time? 

"A. — If  I  have,  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  you.  He 
paid  me  for  my  work. 

"Q.— How  do  you  know  that? 

"A. — He  paid  me  out  of  hisown  pocket.  Itisnone 
of  my  business  where  he  gets  his  money." 

I  did  not  suppose  it  was  his  business,  but  I  suppose 
it  is  tbe  business  of  this  committee  to  find  out,  and 
tbat  they  were  appointed  for  tbat  purpose. 

•'Q.— How  long  did  you  have  charge  of  Washington 
park? 

"A.— Don't  know  exactly  when  we  went  there. 

"Q. — Well,  you  have  worked  steadily  for  Mr. 
Doogue  from  the  first  cf  May  up  to  the  present 
time? 

"A. — Yes,  sir. 

"Q.— Haven't  you  received  full  month's  pay  from 
the  city  since  that  time? 

"A.— Yes,  sir. 

•'Q. — Haven't  you  worked  on  private  work  this 
summer?  Didn't  you  work  on  a  gentleman's  place? 
Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  have  not? 

"A. — I  do  not  intend  to  answer  such  questions.".1 

Mr.  President.,  the  e  is  a  direct  question  put  to  one 
of  Mr.  Doogue's  witnesses  in  Mr.  Doogue's  employ. 
He  answers  in  reply  that  he  has  received  a  full 
month's  pay  from  tbe  Citv  of  Boston  since  that  time, 
but  the  last  question  being  a  pointed  one  he  refused 
to  answer.  Does  anybody  here  suppose  for  a  mo- 
ment that  if  that  gentleman  had  not  worked  on  pri- 
vate work  he  would  say  he  had  not?  Mr.  President, 
this  srentlenian  has  worked  on  private  work,  and  if  I 
am  called  upon  I  can  prove  it.  The  next  witness  we 
come  to  is  Mr.  Robert  Coleman,  as  to  materials  be- 
longing to  the  city  and  used  in  the  construction  of 
Mr.  Doogue's  own  greenhouse;  also  on  page  25,  the 
first  question  in  regard  to  Mr.  Coleman's  testimony. 

"Q. — What  were  you  doing  when  you  were  in- 
jured? 

"A. — I  was  standing  upon  a  bench  arranging 
plants  Mr.  Doogue  came  in  and  said  he  had  a  mes- 
sage that  the  deer  had  broken  into  the  beds,  and 
broken  some  sash  and  destroyed  plants.  He  came  in 
in  a  great  hurry  and  excitement  and  ordered  me 
down ;  in  mv  haste  I  made  a  misstep  and  was  inj  ured. 

"Q. — Then  the  department  does  not  owe  you  for 
anything  except  what  you  consider  due  yon  for  the 
time  you  lost? 

"A. — No,  sir.  I  know  a  man  that  got  paid  for  the 
time  he  was  sick,  and  he  was  drunk  when  he  was 
injured." 

I  only  bring  tbat  matter  up  to  show  how  that  de- 
partment is  being  run.  Tbat  is  onlv  only  oi;e  case 
out  of  twenty  other  cases  which  I  can  furnish  wit- 
nesses about  on  this  floor  if  necessary.    We  go  on: 

"Q.  (By  Mr.  Parkman) — Were  you  working  in  the 
gjeeuhouse  at  all  this  summer? 


"A.  No,  sir,  I  was  not. 

"Q.  (By  the  Cliairman)— Do  yoa  know  anything 
about  sasb  being  sent  from  the  deer  park  and  Puolic 
Garden  to  Mr.  Doogue's? 

"A.  I'd  rather  not  answer  that  question. 

"Q.  I  wish  you  would  answer. 

"A.  I  had  rather  not;  but  if  I  must  I  will.  1  do 
know  ot  it." 

This  gentleman  delivered  some  sash  "used  on  Mr. 
Doogue's  private  greenbou-e.  When  the  first  order 
came  up  he  sent  some  old  sash,  but  although  it  was 
good  enough  for  the  Citv  of  Bo-ton,  it  was  not  good 
enough  tor  Mr.  Doogue's  greenhouse.  Mr.  Doogue 
wanted  new  sa>h,  and  twenty-five  or  thirty  were  seut 
ur  for  the  construction  of  his  greenhouse.  As  to 
this  same  man's  evidence  about  city  tools  beiDg  sent 
to  the  greenhouse,  see  page  26: 

"Q.  (By  Mr.  Parkman)— What  is  that?  Your  tool 
bock? 

"A. — Yes,  sir;  one  oi  them.  I  keep  one  at  home. 
I  carry  this  one  with  me,  and,  for  fear  I  should  lose 
it,  1  copy  it  at  right  into  the  other  one. 

•'Q. — You  say  you  sent  a  lawn-mower  to  the  sreen 
house  last  August? 

'•A. — Yes,  sir. 

"Q. — What  kind  of  a  one:  what  make? 

"A.— A  Philadelphia  machine. 

"Q. — A  hand-mower? 

"A. — Yes,  sir. 

"Q.— By  whose  orders? 

"A. — Mr.  Doogue's. 

"Q.— Has  it  been  returned? 

"A.— It  bad  not  before  I  left  the  department' 

Mr.  Maguire'stinie  having  expired,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Parkman,  of  Ward  9,  it  was  extended. 

Mr.  Maguive — I  thank  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
9,  and  also  the  other  members,  for  their  courtesy. 
[Reading.] 

"Q.  (By  the  [Chairman) — There  has  been  a  great 
many  tools  sent  off  in  the  same  way,  hasn't  there? 

"A. — Yes,  sir. 

"Q. — And  never  returned? 

"A.— No,  sir;  not  before  1  left. 

"Q — Have  you  sent  off  many  machines  this  year? 

"A. — Yes,  sir. 

"Q. — Have  you  sent  any  hand  hose  to  the  green- 
house? 

"A. — Yes,  sir;  that  is  a  usual  article  to  seud  there. 

"Q. — Do  you  know  anything  about  cutting  the 
plants  on  the  Garden? 

Q. — No,  sir,  I  do  not." 

The  point  the  committee  make  is  this:  Tbat  the  tools 
bought  by  the  city's  money  were  sent  promiscuously, 
not  only  to  Mr.  Doogue's  greenhouse,  but  to  other 
places.  I  have  in  my  possession  a  copy  of  that  tool 
book.  Some  of  tbem  date  back  to  1879.  This  gen- 
tleman called  the  attention  of  Mr.  Doogue  to  it  many 
times,  and  those  tools  have  not  come  back  to  this 
day,  and  probably  never  will.  I  have  the  name  of 
parties  to  whom  Ihose  tools  were  delivered.  The 
memorandum  is  here,  and  can  be  shown  to  any  man. 
I  might  also  mention  that  when  I  had  ihe  honor  of 
being  appointed  on  this  committee  I  did  not  consider 
tbe  majority  of  the  members  of  this  Council  would 
have  appointed  that  committee  simply  to  gratify  my 
whim  or  anybody's  else,  but  to  find  out  the  facts 
in  this  case.  This  business  has  been  investi- 
gated before,  and  it  was  whitewashed  in  Mr. 
Doogue's  'interest.  I  propose  to  state  the  facts 
as  they  were  given  ,me  bv  the  witnesses  be- 
fore us.  I  prupose  to  treat  them  just  the  same  as 
Mr.  Doogue.  I  claim  it  was  the  duty  of  that  com- 
mittee to  prrtect  not  only  tbe  witnesses,  but  Mr. 
Doogue.  Some  of  those  men  came  five  and  ten  miles 
without  any  pay  or  reward.  I  thought  it  was  our 
duty  to  give  them  the  same  protection  we  did  to  Mr. 
DooEtue,  and  we  did  so.  Now  we  come  to  page  27, 
Stephen  Dow's  evidence,  as  to  bis  being  pnid  bv  the 
city  for  private  work  done  for  Mr.  Do.  gue  and  his 
(Dow's)  disinclination  to  s,ate  what  arrangement  he 
had  made  with  Mr.  Doogue  as  to  doing  private  work 
for  him.  See  pages  27,  28  and  29.  Tbis  Mr.  Dow  has 
worked  in  the  department  ever  since  Mr.  Doogue 
has  had  charge.  He  has  been  what  they  call  a  handy 
man.  He  can  put  up  a  staging  and  fixtures  for  deco- 
rations, build  greenhouses,  &c.    [Reading.] 

"Q.— (By  the  Chairman) — You  work  in  the  De- 
partment of  Common  and  Squares? 

"A. — Now? 

"The  Chairman. — Yts. 

"A.— No,  sir. 

"Q  — When  did  vou  leave? 

"A.— I  did  not  lepve.    I  work  for  Mr.  Doogue. 

"Q. —  What  kind  of  work? 

"A.—  I  a  to  fixing  up  his  greenhouse. 

"Q, — Well,  you've  been  doing  that  for  the  last 
couple  of   years'.' 

"A.— Yes. 
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"Q.— Did  Mr.  Doogue  pay  yoa  for  it'.' 

"A.— No,  sir. 

"Q.— Then  the  city  mu-t  have  paid  you? 

"A.— Yes.  sir. 

•'Q.— When  rlid  you  commence  to  work  privately 
for  Mr.  Doogue? 

"A.—  On  the  18th  or  19th  ot  last  mouth. 

"Q — Well,  what  conversation  did  you  and  Mr. 
Doogue  have  in  ujaking  the  arrangement? 

"A.— I  don't  know  that  I  am  at  liberty  to  state 
what  Mr.  Doogue's  private  conversations  are." 

I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  members  to  one 
fact:  This  geutleuiun  admits  by  his  testimony  here 
that  he  had  been  to  work  reconstructing  aH  of  Mr. 
Doogue's  greenhouses  for  the  past  two  and  a  half 
years.  This  year,  after  this  investigation  committee 
was  appointed,  1  have  a  Hunt  to  assume  that  Mr. 
Doogue  got  frightened,  because  he  slated  to  Mr. 
Dow  that  he  was  not  working  fur  the  city  now,  but 
he  is  working  for  him,  aod  he  guessed  he  will  have 
to  pay  hint  for  it.    [Reading.] 

"Q. — Was  you  at  work  enlarging  the  greenfouses? 

"A.— I  was  at  work  building  new  ones.  This  year 
I  am  repairing  old  ones. 

"Q.-  How  many  houses  are  there,  -4  or  5? 

"A.— 8  or9. 

"Q.— How  long  have  you  worked  in  the  depart- 
ment? 

"A.— I  weut  to  work  on  the  8tu  ot  April,  the  year 
Mr.  Doouue  was  elected,  and  have  worked  steadily 
ever  since. 

"Q. — Aod  your  work  has  been  what'.' 

"A. — Taking  care  of  tools,  repairing  mowing-ina- 
chines,  and  doing  general  mechanical    work." 

"[The  witness  here  described  certain  houses  that 
he  built  during  the  winter   on   Mr.  Doogue's  place.] 

"Q.— You  had  assistance? 

"A— Yes,  sir;  Mr.  Marden. 

"Q. — He  has  worked  with  you  all  the  time? 

'•A.— No,  not  all  the  time.  He  has  worked  at  other 
work;  but;l  have  aiwayH  had  biui  when  1  wanted 
him. 

"Q.  I  don't  see  whv  you  should  not  tell  your  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Doogue. 

"A.  There  was  a  piivatc  understauoing  between 
Mr.  Doogue  and  myself,  and  I  don't  think  I  should 
repeat  what  was  said.  When  I  commenced  the  work 
Mr.  Doogue  torn  me  that  he  supposed  he  should  have 
to  pay  lor  it  hnnseU,  and,  since  then,  I  have  found 
my  name  was  oft  tiie  pay-roll. 

"Q. — And  it  w  the  first  t  me  it  has  been  off  since  you 
worked  in  the  department? 

■■A.— Ye-,  air 

"Q. — Everything  vou  wanted,  you  ordered? 

"A.-VVs,  sir;  through  tue  cle  k. 

"Q.— Will  you  state  where  the  sash  you  used  came 
from? 

"A.— Mr.  Doogue  told  me  to  figure  up  what  I 
wanted,  and  make  a  list,  and  hand  it  to  Mr.  Ken- 
tield,  or  Mr.  Lawless,  and  they  would  order  it. 

"Q.--\A  ell,  did  you  not  use  material  that  was  in 
the  department? 

"A Yes,  sir. 

"Q  —Didn't  you  use  some  fencicg  from  Madison 
square  and  some  lumber  from  the  deer  park? 

"A.  Yes,  sir. 

"Q.  The  material  yon  are  using  now  came  from 
the  same  sources? 

"A.  N  i,  sir;  when  I  ordered  it  I  told  them  to 
charge  it  to  Mr.  Doogue.  There  was  verv  little  lum- 
ber iu  the  department  that  was  fit  to  use.  There 
were  a  few  pieces  ot  hemlock  that  had  been  lying  in 
the  dirt  ano  were  worth  very  little. 

"Q.  Son  say  you  came  to  work  about  the  same 
time  Mr.  Doogue  uid.  You  know  that  in  that  time 
be  lias  nad  a  good  deal  of  private  work,  where  he 
would  want  a  handy  man  like  yourself,  and  I  sup- 
pose vou  have  assisted  him;  making  stands  for 
plant*,  etc.? 

"A.— Not  to  any  great  extent. 

"Q.— You  worked  at  Horticuitui al  Hall? 

"A.— Yes,  sir. 

"Q.— At  the  Turner's  ball? 

"A. — No,  sir. 

"Q.— A'.  Trinity  Church.' 

"A. — Yes.  sir:  I  weut  there  to  help  unload;  it  took 
about  ten  minutes. 

"Q.  iBy  Mr.  Parkman.)— Where  did  the  plants 
used  there  come  from? 

"A.— Mr.  Doogue't. 

"Q.— They  were  Ids  own  plant*? 

■'A. — Yes,  idr. 

"Q.  (By  the  Chairman;  —  Vou  say  you  com- 
menced to  work  oi  this  private  work  the  18th  of  last 
month? 

"A.— Yes,  sir. 

"Q. — Who  does  the  painting  at  Mr.  Doogue's 
place? 


"A.— I  have  done  the  most  of  it. 

"Q.—  You  painted  Mr.  Doogue's  office,  didn't  you? 

'•A. — No,  sir;  I  never  put  a  brush  on  it  His  pri- 
vate clerk  paints  his  office  and  another  man  out  in 
Dorchester,  Mr.  Breunan.  He  was  paid  by  Mr. 
Dojguc.  1  was  in  the  office  at  the  time  and  saw  him 
receipt  the  bill. 

"Q. —  Well,  you  reconstructed  a  bathroom  for  Mr. 
Doogue  in  his  own  buiiss,  didn't  you? 

"A. — I  don't  care  to  answer  any  more  questions. 
I  don't  feel  that  I  ought  to  be  asked  such  questions. 
Let  Mr.  Doogue  answer  them." 

1  asked  Warieu  Marden  this  questiou:    [Reading.] 

"Q. — How  long  will  it  take  to  finish  the  .ion  you  are 
on  now? 

"A. — Cannot  say. 

•'Q.— A  month  or  two  months? 

'A. — It  might  lake  that;  perhaps  not  so  iong. 

"Q. — Are  you  working  anywhere  else  except  at  the 
greenhouse? 

"A.— No.    All  the  work  is  done  there. 

"Q.— Have  you  any  idea  when  you  will  finish? 

"A.— Certainly  by  Thanksgiving. 

"Q. — Well,  you  understand  from  Mr.  Doogue  that 
you  are  working  for  him  until  you  tiuisb,  say  about 
Thanksgiving? 

"A.— 1  understand  that  he  is  to  pay  mi. 

"Q.  (By  Mr.  Parkman)— Did  you   work   with  Mr. 
Dow  in  the  greenhouse,  last  fall? 
'A. — Yes,  sir." 

I  want  to  mention  here  some  evidence  which  is  not 
in  this  hook.  It  was  taken  afterwards,  and  probably 
it  was  forgotten  to  cend  it  with  the  res-.  Mr.  Law- 
less, the  clerk  of  the  department,  came  before  the 
committee.  1  did  not  get  the  pay-roll  and  asked  him 
the  question,  it  was  some  time  after  the  '20th  of 
October,  il  Mr.  Dow  or  Mr.  Maiden  received  any  pay 
for  last  month's  work,  and  he  answered  promptly 
that  they  received  22  days'  pay.  Well,  now,  Mr. 
President,  here  is  an  arrangement  entered  into  be- 
tween our  superintendent  and  two  of  his  men,  that 
they  were  to  leave  off  wjrkiug  ft  r  the  city  from  the 
18th  of  September,  and  were  to  get  through  about 
Thanksgiving,  and  immeoiately  after  beins  put  upon 
that  work  they  received  22  days'  pay  from  the  City 
of  Boston.  I  suppose  the  gentleman  possibly  might 
have  thought  that  the  committee  could  not  find 
out  all  about  those  men,  and  might  not  think  of  ask- 
ing those  questions  over  again.  But  we  found  it  out, 
just  as  soon  as  they  were  taKen  from  it  and  were  put 
upon  the  pay-roll  and  received  22  days'  pay.  as  the 
clerk  of  the  department  informed  us.  I  would  state 
that  tin's  Mr.  Dow  is  the  gentleman  who  had  charge 
of  the  tools  previous  to  Mr.  Coleman  takit  g  char,  e. 
This  is  the  gentiem  in  who  handed  Mr.  Coleman  the 
memorandum  about  the  tools,  and  they  were  never 
returned  up  to  this  time,  and  that  is  almost  two 
years  ago.  I  :ight  here  remark  in  regard  to  the 
Madison-square  fence  that  Mr.  Doogue  said  a  trifle 
was  used,  but  the  major  part  of  i'  was  given  to  poor 
families  outside.  Mr.  President,  I  want  to  tell  the 
members  of  this  Council  that  I  know  better.  1  know 
that  a  member  of  this  City  Government  got  two  loads 
of  il,  and  that  a  teamster  told  the  parties  so  within  this 
week. and  there  was  nothii  g  of  it  distributed  to  those 
poor  and  deserving  families  thai  were  spoken  of  in 
this  flaming  letter.  Mr.  Dow  sta'es  that  he  has  always 
drawn  pay  from  the  city,  and  has  never  lost  any 
time,  and  still  we  Hud  him  working  on  this  private 
work  of  Mr.  Doogue  for  his  own  private  benefit.  I 
now  come  lo  the  testimony  of  Warren  Mardep,  page 
29.  This  is  the  gentleman  who  left  oil  woik  on  toe 
18th  of  September  and  was  to  finish  on  Thanksgiv- 
ing.    [Reading.! 

"Q.  (By  the  Chairman. )— How  long  have  you  been 
at  work  in  the  department? 

"A. — This  is  my  fourth  season. 

"Q —Do  you  work  all  the  time  for  the  most  part 
of  the  year? 

"A.— I  work  generally  to  the  first  week  in  Decem- 
ber, and  then  begin  the  second  week  in  April. 

"Q.— Don't  you  work  at  all  through  the  winter? 

'•A.— No,  sir;  the  first  season  I  worked  until  about 
Christmas,  then  laio  off  a  week  or  two,  then  went  to 
work  shovelling  snow  until  the  1st  of  February;  that 
is  the  latest  I  have  worked  in  the  winter. 

"Q. — How  was  it  last  year? 

"A. — I  left  about  the  4tb  of  December,  and  didn't 
come  back  until  the  12th  of  April. 

"Q.— You  work  principally  with   Mr.  Dow? 

"A.— Most  of  the  time.  Tue  first  season  I  worked 
on  the  grounds. 

"Q.— Did  you  assist  him  in  reconstructing  the 
greenhouse? 

"A.— Ye^,  sir. 

"Q.—  When  was  that  done? 

"A.— About  this  time.  1  worked  on  the  green- 
house  until  a  day  or  two  before  Thanksgiving. 


833 


COMMON     COUNCIL. 


"Q  —Has  your  name  always  heeu  on  the  jay-roll? 
Have  you  been  paid  hy  the  city  for  vour  work? 

"A^Yes,  sir. 

I  don't  know  what  iuference  members  of  the  City 
Council  may  draw  from  tbis.  He  says  be  had  always 
been  on  the  pay-roll  of  tbe  city  previous  to  the  ap- 
pointing of  tins  investigating  committee.  Then  both 
gentlemen  were  called  one  side  bv  Mr.  Doogue,  and 
they  possibly  might  have  a  good  story  to  tell".  He  said 
that  be  was  to  pay  them  tor  the  work  on  the  green- 
house, but  he  didn't  do  it.    [Reading.] 

"Q. —  You  have  worked'direct  fur  Mr.  Doogue? 

•'a. — Not  in  tbe  city's  time.  I  [have  in  the  eveu- 
ing,  after  we  got  tbrough  on  the  Common,  hut  not 
in  the  ci'y's  time. 

"Q.— What  are  you  working  at  now? 

"A. — On  the  greeuhouse,  assisting  Mr.  Dow  fixing 
up  for  the  winter. 

■'Q — Have  you  and  Mr.  Doogue  any  understand- 
ing about  wuo  you  are  working  for? 

"A. — I  understood  that  I  was  at  work  for  Mr. 
Doogue  until  he  found  out  whether  the  city  would 
allow  him  to  tx  the  greenhouses. 

"Q.— Have  you  been  paii  this  month? 

'•A. — Was  paid  up  to  tbe  20th  of  December.  I  un- 
derstand now  that  I  am  to  be  paid  by  him,  and  not  by 
the  city. 

"Q.— How  long  will  it  take  to  finish  the  job  yon  are 
on  now? 

"A.— Cannot  say. 

"Q. — A  month  or  two  months? 

"A. — It  might  take  that;  perhaps  Dot  so  long. 

"Q. — Are  you  working  anywhere  else  except  at  the 
greenhouse?" 

"A  —No.     All  the  work  is  don?  there. 

'■Q. — Have  you  any  idea  when  yon  will  finish? 

"A. — Certainlv  by  Thauksgiving. 

"Q. — Well,  you  understand  from   Mr.  Doogue  tbat 
you  are  working  tor  him  until  you  finish,  say  about 
Tbang-giving? 
'.  "A~—L  understand  that  he  is  to  pay  me." 

I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  tlie  members  of  the 
Council  to  the  fact  that  that  gentleman  stated  that 
he  worked  from  the  18th  'if  September  to  Thanks- 
giving Day.  If  any  getrlemau  of  this  Council  will 
take  the  trouble  to  look  at  the  pay-roll  be  will  find 
that  Mr.  Marden  and  Mr.  Dow  were  connected  with 
the  department  from  the  18th  of  September  till  the 
present  time,  and  'eceived  about  two  and  a  half 
months'  pay.  We  now  come  to  Mr.  May's  evidence 
on  page  30."  [Rea  ling.] 

'•Florist  and  landscape  gardener  in  Boston  for  19 
years;  place  of  business  on  Tremoiit  street;  have  no 
greenhouses:  am  familiar  with  the  care  and  require- 
ments of  greenhour.es;  have  been  called  as  an  expert 
in  cases  in  court;  have  been  in  Mr.  Doogue's  green- 
houses three  times;  was  there  in  the  tall ,  about  a  year 
ago;  would  not  advise  the  storage  of  plants  there, 
on  account  of  the  amount  of  shade;  may  be  good; 
not  sun  enough  for  propagation  of  plants.  Have 
not  estimated  cost  ot  storing  plants  ou  Public  Gar- 
den; think  buying  plants  is  a  cheaper  and  better 
way.  My  idea  has  always  been  tbat  tbe  city  should 
advertise  for  proposals  for  plants;  think  they  can 
be  obtained  cheaper  and  better.  Never  grow  plants 
myself;  judge  from  what  rhe  city  has  formerly  paid; 
grower  should  have  60,000  or  75,000  p  ants  to  do  a 
profitable  business;  average  three  to  five  months' 
growth.  A  propagating  house  should  have  a  low, 
lean-to  roof  witbiu  2V2  feet  of  the  plants.  Don't 
think  that  Mr.  Doogue  has  a  regular  propagating 
house;  must  have  plenty  of  sunshine.  Could  get  35,- 
000  plants,  small  size,  in  Mr.  Doogue's  greenhouse; 
have  never  been  there  wheu  they  were  full;  have 
been  across  the  Public  Garden  half-a-dozen  times  in 
July,  August,  and  September;  it  might  make  the 
plauts  weaker  having  them  in  Mr.  Doogue's  houses; 
coleasandrock  plants  on  tbe  Garden  were  a  nice  qual- 
ity; different  qualities  of  plants  there.  Different 
plants  should  be  grown  in  different  houses,and  will  do 
better  than  where  a  mass  of  plants  are  giown  togeth- 
er. Think  Doogue's  houses  are  arranged  for  decora- 
tive plants,  and  tor  his  bu  iness  they  are  not  so  good 
for  growing;  should  think  the  first  cost  of  plants  for 
the  public  squares  would  bp  $5000  or  $6000;  should 
thiuK  there  were  75,000  10  80,000  plants  on  thesqnaies, 
three-fourths  of  them  ou  the  Public  Garden;  it  is  a 
rough  estimate,  there  might  have  been  more.  About 
ten  years  ago  figured  up  the  number  of  plantsrequir- 
ed;  don't  think  there  wasas  many  plants  then  as  now; 
if  there  was  three  times  the  superficial  area  to  plant 
the  plains  would  not  cost  three  times  as  mu-b;  I  base 
my  figures  on  p'  evious  measurements  that  do  not  cor- 
respond with  the  present  number  of  beds.  Should 
judge  that  "00,000  plants  would  make  as  good  a  dis- 
play as  tbe  city  would  want;  how  many  are  used  I 
could  not  say.  Made  my  measurements  ten  or  eleven 
vearsago;  don't  remember  the  area  of  beets  then; 


estimated  it  would  require  from  $1000  to  $5000  worth 
of  plants  at  tbat  time;  if  there  isthree  times  as  much 
area  planted  now  as  there  was  then  my  estimate  of 
tbe  cost  of  good  plants  would  be  three  times'  as 
much;  would  be  wi  ling  to  take  a  contract  to  fur- 
nish such  plants  as  were  used  this  year  for  $6000; 
tbat  is,  I  would  furnish  the  same  as  have  been  fur- 
nished this  year;  would  furnish  200,000  plants  next 
year  for  $6000." 

T  might  also  remark  here  tbat  it  appeared  to  the 
committee — not  by  witnesses  coming  before  them, 
but  by  part  of  the  committee  going  around,  and  ask- 
ing questioe.s  of  parties  outside,  that  200,000  plants 
could  be  proccured  as  good  as  those  displayed  on  the 
public  grounds  the  past  year  fcr  $4000.  They  are 
costing  by  the  present  arrangement  over  $6000,  and 
probably  $10,000,  if  we  couM  get  at  the  facts  of  the 
case.  Mv  idea  is  it  is  nearer  $10,000.  This  gentle- 
man, heing  an  honest  man,  was  opposed  to  aDv  city 
official  mixing  up  private  with  official  business. 
[Reading  page  31 :[ 

"Q-  (By  Mr.  Gove)— Do  I  understand  you  to  say 
that  you  would  furnish  tor  $6000— to  fill  all  the  beds, 
as  now  laid  out  ou  the  garden  and  squares — the  same 
kind  of  plants  that  are  now  used,  inducing  all 
plauts;  includiLg  not  plants  as  well  as  aunuals? 

"A.— Yes,  sir. 

"Q.— Including  tropical  plants? 

"A. — ]No,  sir. 

"Q.  1  By  the  Chairman)— You  are  in  business  in 
the  city? 

"A. — Yes,  sir. 

"Q. —  And  you  have  to  compete  with  Mr.  Doogue? 

J'A.— No;  he  does  more  decorating  than  1  do. 

"Q.—  He  does  as  much  now  as  before  he  was  elec- 
ted Superintendent  of  Common? 

"A. — I  think  not. 

"Q.—  He  is  looked  apon  as  being  in  tbe  business, 
is  be  not? 

"A. — He  is;  bnt  I  don't  think  he  devotes  as  much 
time  to  it 

"Q. — Will  you  give  vour  opinion  about  his  system 
ot  mining  up  the  public  business  with  his  private 
basiness:  mixing  up  the  plants,  eic.  I  could  not  tell 
what  part  of  tbe  business  belonged  to  Mr.  Doogue, 
and  what  to  the  city. 

"A.— I  have  always  deprecated  the  idea  of  the 
city's  owning  or  running  a  greenhouse.  I  really 
think  it  is  a  very  had  thing  fbr  the  city,  whose  busi- 
ness is  in  the  same  greenhouse.  I  think  it  ought  to 
be   kept  separate  and  distinct. 

"G.  (By  Mr.  Gove.) — I  suppose  your  opinion  is 
the  result  of  general  observation  and  talk  in  the 
trade? 

"A. — Yes,  it  is  talked  of.  I  don't  know  that  ha 
owns  any  plants.  I  always  thought  it  looked  bad.  I 
speak  my  mind  right  out.  I  think  it  is  a  very  poor 
rule  for  any  city  officer  to  have  his  private  business 
mixed  up  with  tbe  cit>  's.  It  is  open  to  suspicion, 
and  causes  comment.  If  my  best  friend  was  to  be 
elected  superintendent  I  should  advise  him  not  to 
mix  his  b  isioess  up  with  the  city's;  there  will  always 
he  suspicion." 

We  now  come  to  John  P.  Keilv's  testimony  as  to 
beirgpaid  two  dollars  a  day  for  counting  pots  iu 
the  greenhouse,  and  the  same  man's  tescim  my  as  to 
fifteen  to  twenty  men  loafing  there  and  being  paid 
for  it  by  the  city;  the  same  man's  evidence  as  to 
doing  private  work  for  Mr.  Doogue,  along  with  Shee- 
han,  Sweeney  and  Flynn,  employees  of  the  city,  on 
Michael  Clark's  place  on  the  corner  of  Alleghany 
and  Parker  streets,  for  which  thev  were  paid  by  the 
city,  plants  also  being  furnished  by  the  city  which 
would  amount;  in  all  to  ahout  $51;  also  the  same 
man's  evidence,  page  35,  declining  to  tell  what  he 
admitted  he  knew  about  the  department  being  run 
in  theintere-t  if  polit  cians.  I  might  remark  here 
that  they  attempted  to  oreak  dowrn  'he  evidence  of 
this  man.  The  majority  of  the  committee  will  ad- 
mit that  previous  to  these  parties  doing  work  »n  that 
ground  that  this  gentleman  had  work  done  probably 
two  months  previous  to  that  by  two  other  gentiemeu. 
What  Mi'.  Doogue  tried  to  prove  was  tt>at  these  men 
ban  never  worked  there,  and  he  also  hrong'it  Mr. 
Clarice  before  the  committee  to  try  to  make  it  so  ap- 
pear, but  the  statements  didn't  bear  them  out;  lhave 
here  also,  Mr.  President,  as  tbe  be-t  evidence,  the 
time  book  ot  tbe  Department  of  Cuuimou  aifd 
Squares,  kept  by  Mr.  Kelly,  of  Mr.  Shehan,  Flww 
and  Sweenev's  time.  lean  give  yon  the  days  that 
Mi'.  Flynn,  Sweeneyand  Sbeehan  were  at  work  on 
tbat  work  with  Mr.  Kelly.  On  page  35hedecliued  to 
tell  the  committee  what  be  knew  as  to  the  department 
being  ruii  in  the  interests  of  politics.  I  now  refer 
to  page  37,  James  Minton's  testimony  as  to  bis  wu*: 
ing  a  couple  of  days  at  Mrs.  Appleton's,  on  Beacon 
street,  while  employed  by  the  city.  This  man  was 
foreman   on   the'  Public'  Garden.   I  think,  the  first 
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year  Mr.  Doogue  was  elected.  He  is  a  practical 
maD,  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Horticuliural 
Society,  aud  I  think  the  gardeners  generally  will 
say  there  is  nobody  that  stands  any  better.  Cer- 
tainly Mr.  Doogue  must  have  thought  well  of  him 
when  he  put    him    in    as    manager    of    the    public 

f rounds.  In  tact  he  was  the  man  that  gave  Mr. 
>oogue  his  reputation  the  flrst  year  he  was  in.  1 
refer  to  this  same  man's  evidence  as  to  taking  city 
plants  to  I  he  wedding  at  Mrs.  Appleton's,  page  38. 
[Readiug.] 

"Q, — Do  you  know  of  men  doing  any  work  outside 
of  the  city  work? 

•'A.— Not  much. 

"Q.  (By  the  Chairman) — Did  yon  do  any  your- 
self.' 

"A. — A  couple  of  days. 

"Q.— Where? 

"A.— At  Mrs.  Appletun'gj  on  Beacon  street. 

"Q.— When  was  that? 
■A.— In  1878. 

"Q. — Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  Clark's 
place? 

'•A.— No,  sir,— which  Clark? 

•'(iur.  Gove.)— Mike  Clark's,  corner  of  Alleghany 
acid  Parker  streets. 

"A. — 1  was  out  there,  but  did  not  do  any  work 
there. 

'•Q. — What  was  you  doing  there? 

"A.— Was  out  to  Brookllne  buying  plants,  and— 

•'Q.— Well,  did  you  go  to  Clark's  place  at  all? 

"A. — I  stopped  there,  1  think,  on  my  way  coming 
hack  from  Brookliue. 

••(;.— Who  was  with  you? 

"A.— Kelly,  1  thiuli.  1  went  there  to  measure  the 
grounds. 

"Q.— How  long  did  it  take  you? 

"A— About  halt  an  hour. 

"Q. — Did  you  go  directly  irorn  here  out  there? 

"A. —No,  'sir;  I  went  to  hirookline  first  to  buy 
plants. 

"Q. — And  on  your  way  back  you  measured  the 
place? 

"A.— Yes,  sir. 

"Q. — Laid  it  out  1 

"A.— No.  sir.  In  the  evening  I  called  at  Mr. 
Clark's  and  told  him  how  many  plants  he  woula 
want  to  fill  hi*  beds. 

"Q. — Who  sent  you? 

'•A.— Mr.  Doogue  or  Mr.  Kenfield. 

■•().  (By  the  Chalrmau.)— Have  you  ever  had  any 
connection  with  any  private  work  while  you  were  in 
the  depariment  other  than  what  you  speak  of? 

"A.— I  think  I  went  to  one  or  :wo  other  places.  I 
went  to  Horticultural  Hall  and  put  some  plants  in 
there  for  the  bird  show.  Went  to  Mr.  Copeland's 
once. 

"—Where  did  you  get  the  plants? 
■a. — Took  some  from  the  Public  Garden  for  the 
wedding  at  Mrs.  Appleton's. 

"Q.  (By  Mr.  Gove.)— 'Were  they  any  of  the  plants 
you  got  at  Brookline'-' 

'•A.— Oh,  no;  those  were  all  bedding  plants. 

"Q. — Do  you  know  whose  plants  they  were  that 
von  used? 

'•A.— Some  were  the  city's,  and  some  were  Mr. 
Doogue's. 

"Q.— When  did  vou  do  the  decorating  at  Horticul- 
tural Hall? 

••A.— I  think  it  was  in  the  winter  ot  1878  or  1879. 
It  might  have  bsen  in  December  or  January. 

"Q.(Bj  the  Chairman).— T?ou  had  charge  of  the 
Public  Garden? 

"A. — Yes,  sir. 

"Q.— The  men  were  under  your  charge? 

"A.— Yes,  when  Mr.  Doogue  was  absent. 

"Q.— You  received  all  the  flowers  that  came  into 
the  department? 

■  A. — No,  not  all;  some  were  sentto  the  deer  park. 

"Q.— When  Mr.  Doogue  was  absent,  if  anythiug  of 
that  Kind  was  sent  the  bill  was  sent  with  it? 

"A.— Not  always. 

"Q.— Well,  if  anything  came  with  a  bill  would  the 
things  be  checked  off? 

"A.— Ye?,  sir. 

"t^.— Well,  during  your  time  were  there  any  dis- 
crepancies between  the  number  of  plants  received 
and  the  bill?  Suppose  I  put  it  in  another  way. 
Wore  there  more  plants  charged  than  were  re- 
ceived? 

"A. — No,  -ir;  1  don't  remember.  Mr.  Greenwood 
told  me  that  six  rhododendrons  came;  the  price 
charged  was  $100, and  he  would  not  receive  them; 
but  thev  were  afterwards  received  and  uaid  for." 

The  point  which  the  evidence  gave  the  committee 
to  understand  was  that  after  the  bills  were  sent  to 
the  Public  Garden  the  goods  did  not  warrant  the 
face  of  the  bill.    The  next  witness  is  John   Galvin, 


brought  by  Mr.  Doogue  in  Mr.  Doogue's  interest  be- 
fore that  committee.  I  refer  to  page  40,  John  Gal 
vin  -  evidence  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  city  having 
a  greenhouse  of  its  own.    [Reading.] 

"Q.  (Ky  Mr.  Gove)— From  your  knowledge  of  the 
guunds,  and  the  needs  of  the  department,  and 
knowing  how  well  it  has  been  kept  this  year,  what 
should  vou  sav,  as  a  rough  guess,  you  could  lake  and 
run  the  department  for  next  year? 

'•A. — And  you  to  furnish  the  plants,  did  I  under- 
stand that? 

■'Q.  (By  Mr.  Gove)— No;  take  itwithoutany  plants. 
We  furnish  the  tools,  aud  you  to  iiiniish  all  the 
plants,  labor,  and  everything,— <«hat  would  be  your 
rough  estimate  ol  the  cost  of  running  the  depart- 
ment next  year? 

"A. — Now,  I  tell  you:  When  I  first  came  here  I  had 
a  contract  tor  taking  care  ot  the  grounds,  and  tooa 
it  for  $8000.  Mr.  Hatch  asked  uie  to  take  it.  At  first 
I  declined,  but  he  persuaded  me;  and  every  year 
since  then  I  had  to  light  my  way,  as  Mr.  Doogue  has 
to  now.  I  took  the  contract  for  $8000,  and  every 
year  my  extras  amounted  to  more  than  the  contract. 
If  I  had  my  own  way  of  doing  the  work,  I  would  fur- 
nish everything  connected  with  the  department  for 
$30,000." 

I  would  also  remark  here  that  this  samegentleman 
made  a  statement  before  the  committee  lhat  if  he 
had  a  greenhouse  and  was  not  interfered  with,  the 
same  as  1  have  been  interfering  with  Mr.  Doogue, 
and  I  haven't  been  near  him  nor  written  ro  him 
since  two  years  ago  last  May— tint  he  could  ruu  that 
deoartment  for  $30,000  for  the  next  twenty-five 
years.  He  also  made  the  remark  that  when  he  had 
charge  he  was  considered  a  very  extravagant  man. 
but  he  constructed  new  squares  which  cost  a  good 
deal  ot  money,  and  he  put  it  in  this  way  so  as  to  give 
the  committee  to  understand  it — that  it  cost  a  good 
neal  of  money  to  build  a  house, but  after  it  was  built 
it  could  be  ran  for  much  lass.  It  gave  the  commit- 
tee to  understand  that  Mr.  Doogue hadnotconstruted 
or  laid  out  any  new  squares  since  he  has  been  in  the 
department  as  Superintendent.  We  now  come 
to  Mr.  Hibbard,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Common  and  Squares  when  the 
greenhouse  was  first  hired.  Mr.  Hibbard  was  ou 
the  sub-committee  in  conjunction  with  another  gen- 
tleman. We  have  heard  members  of  this  Committee 
on  Common  layiug  considerable  stress  on  their  hav- 
ing visiteu  every  greenhouse  from  Quincy  to  Brook- 
line,  to  see  if  the  city  could  get  one  cheaper  than  Mr. 
Doogue's.  Mr.  Hibbard  stated  that  only  two  green- 
houses were  visited,  Mr.  Breck's  and  Mr.  Doogue's. 
Mr.  Brack's  was  too  high  priced,  and  Mr.  Doogue's 
being  less,  the  committee  coincided  with  Mr.  Doouue 
and  he  got  the  .job.  I  now  refer  to  page45.  John  P. 
Kelly  was  again  before  the  committee.  This  gentle- 
man was  brought  a  second  time  before  the  committee 
in  reference  to  a  bushel  of  sefd.  The  date  wasn't 
given.  The  gentleman  from  Wuid  9  wished  to  nush 
in  a  bill  showing  that  that  was  the  bushel  of  seed,  hut 
the  bushel  of  seed  in  dispute  w:,s  planted  on  the 
11th  a  rd  this  was  bought  ou  the  lath.    [Reading]: 

"Q.  (By  the  Chairman)— There  is  a  dispute  in  re- 
gard to  laying  out  Mr.  Clark's  place,  and  we  want 
you  to  give  us  some  more  definite  information  in  re- 
gard to  it. 

"A.— We  commenced  working  there  on  a  Satur- 
day. I  believe  previous  to  lhat  Mr.  Doogue  was 
doing  it,  but  it  was  not  finished.  We  were  sent  out 
on  the  8th  of  June,  and  got  through  on  the  11th.  We 
did  not  finish  ouf  the  day. 

"Q.— You  had  charge  of  the  men? 

"A.  — Yes,  sir.  1  pa. d  their  car-fares.  Mr.  Doogue 
gave  me  extra  time  for  it.  Allowed  me  mvtime 
when  I  was  off.  I  did  not  lose  anything.  I  have  got 
the  day  and 'late  at  home.  Hud  it  here  the  last  time, 
but  the  committee  did  not  ask  for  it.  If  I  had  known 
of  this  meeting  in  time  I  would  nave  brought  it. 

"Q  —  Yousay  you  finished  on  the  11th? 

"A. — Yes,  sir,  except  planting  the  mound.  I  am 
not  prejudiced  against  Mr.  Doogue." 

This  witness  told  the  committee  he  collected  money 
from  the  city  to  nay  the  car  fares  for  the  men,  but 
instead  of  paying  the  car  fares  he  used  it  in  some 
other  way  and  allowed  this  man  an  extra  day's  pay, 
for  what  he  had  paid  out  for  the  car  fares,  lhat  in 
my  opinion  made  the  city  pay  the  car  fares  twice. 
[Reading.] 

"Q.  (By  Mr.  Parkman)— You  said  that  a  bushel 
of  bay-seed  that  was  used  there  came  from  the  deer 
park? 

"A.— Ye?,  sir.  Mr.  Sheehan  carried  it  out.  When 
he  was  discharged  he  made  some  trouble  about  it, 
and  Mr.  Doogue  took  him  buck  again  because  he 
threatened  to  expose  him." 

That  was  the  same  bushel  of  seed.  That  man  was 
discharged  aud  he  was  taken  back  by  Mr.   Doogue, 
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a«  Mr.  Sheehan  had  threatened  he  would  expose 
luiu.  He  also  said  that  Mr.  Parkman  knew  it.  What 
he  meant  by  that  was  that  when  Mr.  Parkman  was 
appointed  uood  the  committee  he  met  him   one  day 

goiug  to  his  business,  and 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  '25—1  would  ask  how  long 
this  debate  is  allowed  to  go  on? 

The  President— The  rule  allows  the  same  time 
alter  tue extension  as  the  gentleman  was  entitled  to 
before,  but  the  Chair's  attention  having  been  called 
to  the  matter  he  shall  have  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  19  to  the  fact. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Parkman,  Mr.  Maguiie's  time 
was  extended. 

Mr.  Ma'guire— t  have  no  haste  in  this  matter.  If 
they  wish  to  postpone  it  to  the  next  City  Govern- 
ment I  am  willing.  But  this  is  a  matter  that  I  have 
been  talking  on  and  have  taken  considerable  trouble 
to  put  the  facts  as  they  are  given  to  us.  I  have  no 
opinion  to  offer  in  this  matter.  I  don't  want  to 
make  any  mistakes,  i  am  simply  giviug  other  peo- 
ple's opinions.    [Reading]: 

'•Q.— How  did  you  know  it  came  irom  the  deer 
park? 

"A..— I  weut  out  with  it.  Mr.  KenSeld  said, 
'There  is  a  bushel  of  hay-seed  there,  and  you  had 
better  take  it  out  with  you.'  He  said  there  was  a 
little  square  to  tix  up.  We  took  it  with  us  on  the 
first  day  we  went  out. 

"Q.— Was  it  in  a  basket  or  a  bag? 

"A. — In  a  bag. 

"Q.— Was  there  any  tag  on  it? 

"A. — I  did  uot  see  any.  I  only  know  that  it  came 
from  the  deer  park.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  be- 
longed to  the  city  or  wlietber  the  city  paid  for 
it.  I  only  know  that  it  was  ^aken  from  the  deer 
park." 

But  that  is  immaterial.  On  page  46,  this  gentle- 
man was  asked  a  question  about  the  department  be- 
ing run  in  the  interest  of  politics,  and  he  says  he 
and  otner  men  were  called  up  and  were  sent  to  all 
the  Aldermen  for  pasters,  and  wanted  them  to  be 
their  friends  and  be  under  obligations  to  the  super- 
intendent in  case  they  were  elected,  and  to  elect 
him  the  following  year.  That  is  the  impression  he 
wished  to  convey.  I  might  also  cidl  attention  to  page 
47,  in  regard  to  Mr,  Clark's  testimony.  Mr.  Clark 
was  brought  there  for  the  exoress  purpose  of  trying 
to  explain  this  matter  mentioned  by  Kelly  in  regard 
to  Sweeney,  Flynn  and  Shehan.    [Reading.] 

"Q.  (By  Mr.  Gove)— Did  the  bill  for  grass  seed 
come  to  you? 

'•A. — Aint  it  on  Mr.  Doogue's  bill?  Yes,  here  it 
is.  There  was  a  bill  of  it  came  at  the  time,  which  he 
(Mr.  Doogue)  showed  me,  to  show  that  he  did  not 
charge  me  any  more  than  he  paid  himself.  It  came 
from  Curtis,  I  think. 

"Q.— Were  ihesi  bills  on  file? 

'•A. — Yes,  sir;  I  had  a  good  hunt  for  them.  I  had 
hills  for  Collins  and  Daly;  but  could  not  find  them. 
Kelly  and  his  men  I  do  not  know  anything  about. 

"[The  following  are  the  bids  shown  by  Mr.  Clark: 
G.  M.  Chapman,  trees,  $9.05;  William  Doogue, 
$38.31  and  $24.50;  T.  MeCarty,  loam,  $27  and 
$12.75.] 

"Q.-  Do  you  know  when  these  two  la»t  items  were 
added  to  toe  bill? 

"A.— At  the  same  time  I  got  the  bill,— m  1878.  I 
paid  the  men  for  planting  the  flowers  myself. 

"Q.— [By  Mr.  ParKman]— As  I  understand  it,  you 
paid  the  men  tnnt  worked  on  your  place  yourself? 

"A. — Yes,  sir. 

"Q.—  Well,  everybody  that  worked  there? 

"A.— No.  sir;  I  paid  Collins  »nd  Daly.  They  were 
the  men  that  did  all  the  work  that  was  done. 

"Q.— Did  you  make  any  other  payments  to  Mr. 
Doogue  besides  these? 

"A.— No,  sir." 

Well,  Mr.  President,  the  committee  did  not  not  un- 
dertake to  say  that  ne  did  not  pay  Mr.  Collins.  Tho?e 
men  worked  in  April  and  these  men  worked  in  June. 
Mr.  Kelly,  Mr.  Sheehan  and  Sweeney  were  paid  by 
the  city,  and  if  any  gentleman  takes  the  trouble  to  look 
over  the  hooks  in  the  Auditor's  Department  he  can 
satisfy  himself  in  resardto  it.  Now  we  go  on  with 
Mr.  Doogue  again.    [Reading.] 

"Q.  (By  Mr.  Parkman)— Did  you  bring  your  books, 
Mr.  Doogue? 

"A.— No,  sir;  I  can  get  them  in  a  very  short  time. 

"Q,  (By  the  Chairman)— Don't  all  your  men  have 
a  book  to  keep  the  time  in,  when  nut  m  charge  of 
men? 

"A. — No,  sir." 

There  is  one  lime-book  that  Mr.  Kelly  had. 
Mr.  Doogue  says  they  don't  have  any  time-book, 
and  Mr,  Lawless  says  they  have.  I  consider  it  a 
pretty  tuixed-up  case.  Either  Mr.  Kelly  knows 
nothing  or   Mr.   Doogue  knows  nothing  about  the 


department,  and   I  believe    the    clerk   knows   the 
most.    [Reading.] 

"Q. — How  do  you  keep  the  time;  the  foremeu  have 
smali  pocketbook?,  don't  they? 

"A. — The  men  are  calieu  in  the  morning  at  1 
o'clock,  and  at  night.  Kelly  was  never  a  foreman. 
He  might  have  had  charge  a  few  times  of  men  work-' 
ing  on  the  Common.  If  he  has  any  book  it  was  not 
one  that  belonged  to  the  department." 

Well,  we  called  Mr.  Lawless,  and  here  is  what  he 
says  : 

"Q.— How  many  time-books  are  there  in  the  de- 
partment? 

"A.— Only  one;  I  change  the  names  from  one  page 
to  the  other. 

"Q. — I  understand  that  Mr.  Couran  sometimes 
checks  the  names? 

"A. — I  don't  think  it  has  been  done  more  than 
three  times  since  I  have  been  lu  the  department.  It 
only  happens  when  I  am  called  away,  as  I  have  been 
to-night. 

'•Q.— I  understand  that  you  had  several  books 
that  were  used  in  the  different  squares;  is  that  so? 

"A. — No,  sir. 

'•Q.  (By  Mr.  Gove.)— How  of  en  do  you  change  the 
book? 

•'A.— When  it  gets  full. 

"Q.—  Then  its  lasts  four  or  five  months? 

"A. — Yes,  sir." 

The  evidence  of  Mr.  Conran  is  not  material  only 
this:  They  pretend  to  give  work  in  that  department 
only  to  citizens  of  Boston.  This  young  man  I  should 
not  think  was  over  19  years  ot  age.  He  draws  a 
man's  pay  and  was  put  into  the  department  two 
weeks  after  he  arrived  in  Boston.  I  do  not  know 
how  many  such  men  there  are  in  the  department. 
We  only  ran  across  this  man.  But  it  has  always  been 
tried  to  be  made  understood  in  tbis  Council  that  nobody 
but  citizens  of  Boston  could  have  work  iu  thatdenart- 
ment.  Mr.  Minton's  testimony  on  page  50  corrobo- 
rated Mr.  Kellv's  testimony  in  regard  to  Mr.  Clark. 
[Reading.] 

"Q.   (By  the  Chairman) — When  you  were  in   the 
department  you  were  foreman  on  the  Public   Gar- 
den? 
■  "A. — Yes,  sir. 

"Q.— Do  you  remember  working  on  Mr.  Clark's 
place  with  Mr.  Kelly? 

"A.— Yes,  sir. 

"Q. — Was  Kelly  under  your  charge? 

"A. — Part  of  the  time." 

I  want  the  members  of  the  Council  to  bear  in 
mind  that  this  was  a  gentleman's  testimony  whom 
they  tried  to  break  down.  They  tried  to  make  ft  ap- 
pear that  this  man  was  prejudiced  against  Mr. 
Doogue  and  never  worked.  Mr.  Minton  was  called 
back  to  corroborate  his  statement. 

[Reading.] 

•'Q.  (By  Mr.  Gove)— Did  he  go  with  you  to  Clark's 
place? 

"A.— He  did,  sir. 

"Q. — Did  you  do  any  work  there? 

"A. — We  measured  the  ground. 

"Q. — Do  you  remember  the  precise  date? 

"A. — No,  sir;  the  book  is  lost;  but  I  think  it  was 
the  spring  of  1878. 

"Q. — That  was  the  first  year  that  Mr.  Doogue  had 
charge  of  the  department? 

"A. — Yes,  sir.  " 

"Q.  (By  the  Chairman) — Sheehan  worked  with 
you? 

"A.— Yes,  sir. 

"Q. — Did  you  know  where  they  were  at  work? 

"A.— He  said  he  was  at  work  at  Mr.  Clark's  place. 

"Q. — Did  McSweeney  work  for  you? 

"A.— Yes,  sir. 

"Q. — You  showed  Sheehan  what  work  was  to  be 
done;  showed  him  what  do? 

"A. — Yes,  sir. 

"Q. — You  knew  Sucehan  and  McSweeney  were  at 
work  out  there? 

"A  — No,  I  did  not:  men  were  frequently  drawn 
froui  the  Garden  to  work  on  the  outside  squares,  and 
I  could  not  (ell  where  they  went  I  know  positively 
that  Sheehan  was  not  with  the  other  men.  He  was 
with  me  one  day  at  Clark's  place.  I  am  positive  (hat 
I  was  there  twice, — once  with  Kelly  and  once  with 
Sheehan.'' 

Iu  regard  to  this  statement,  you  will  find  there 
were  three  men  who  did  not  work  more  than  three 
days.  Two  worked  the  first  day,  three  the  sec  jnd, 
and  I  think  one  the  third.    [Reading.] 

'•Q. —  When  you  were  on  the  garden  you  had  charge 
of  all  the  men? 

"A.— Yes. 

"Q. — Was  it  a  common  occurrence  to  take  men  olf 
and  send  them  to  do  private  work  for  Mr.  Doogue? 

"A.— They  were  drawn  oft'  frequentlv,  but   I  did 
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not  know  where  tuey  went.  Teams  would  come  after 
them  aud  take  theiu  oft'. 

"Q.— You  know  that  men  were  sent  to  do  Doogue's 
private  work'/ 

■A.— I  only  know  tliar.  case  of  Clark's.  I  don't 
know  of  any  more  being  done,  except  what  I  did 
myself. 

"Q.— You  said  that  you  worked  at  Mrs.  Appleton's? 

'•A. — Yes, sir;  James  Doogue  and  I  worked  there  all 
day.  There  was  to  be  a  grand  reception,  ami  we 
decorated  the  rooms  very  extensively;  used  a  great 
deal  of  holly.  We  worked  all  day  and  worked  late 
bringing  (lowers  there. 

"y.— Where  did  the  plants  come  from? 

'•A.— From  the  greenhouse. 

'■1.1.  (By  Mr.  Park  man  >  —  Were  they  tropical 
plants? 

'A.— They  were,  such  as  palms,  etc. 

••<;. — Did  the  city  own  any  plants  at  that  time? 

"A. — I  think  they  owned  all  of  them. 

"Q.  (By  Mr.  Gove) — How  do  you  know  the  city- 
owned  tiieni? 

"A.— 1  received  them  when  they  were  bought 
Some  were  bought  at  Hovey's,  and  some  at  auction 
and  some  came  (rum  Medford. 

"Q. — Who  bought  them  at  auction? 

"A. — Mr.  Doogue. 

'•Q. — How  do  you  know? 

"A.— I  helped  take  them  from  the  auction  room. 
It  was   Bird's  auction   room,  on  Tremont  street. 

"Q.— Those  from  Medford,  who  did  they  come 
from? 

"A.— Jlr.  Doane. 

"Q. — Di<i  any  one  tell  you  that  the  plants  belonged 
to  the  city? 

"A.— Yes,  ^ir. 

"Q.  —  Who  told  J ou? 

"A. —  Mr.  Doogue. 

"Q.— You  say  that  all  the  plants  taken  there  came 
from  Medford  and  the  auction  room? 

"A.— Yes,  sir;  the  ones  used  at  the  bird-show  be- 
longed to  Mr.  Doogue.  Now  I  think  of  it,  Mr. 
Doogue's  houses  are  not  fit  to  grow  plants  in.  They 
are  heated  underneath,  and  there  is  no  light  over- 
head. The  plauts  are  forced  and  swell  un,  and  in  the 
spring  the  leaves  drop  off  when  they  are  set  out." 

Id  eo:. junction  with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  I 
of  the  committee,  we  visited  several  greenhouses, 
and  there  is  not  a  single  excention  among  all  we 
came  in  contact  with  hut  wnat  say  Mr.  Doogue's 
greenhouses  are  not  tit  to  grow  plants  in.  They  say 
the  plants  are  forced  with  heat  and  water,  and  when 
they  are  put  out  into  the  sun  they  are  forced  too 
much,  and  that  is  tiie  reason  why  he  has  to  spend 
}1500  a  year  in  nursing  them  on  the  Public  Garden 
previous  to  their  bPing  used.    [Reading.] 

wj— Youlsay  that  plants  have  been  used  at  other 
places  besides  at  Mrs.  Apnletou's  aim  Horticultural 
Hall? 

"A. — Yes;  they  were  used  at  Gopeland's,  on  Tre- 
mont row.  X  went  there  and  placed  them,  :uid  after- 
wards used  to  go  aud  water  th  im. 

"Q.— What  time  was  this? 

"A. — About  the  holidays. 

"Q.— How  long  did  they  stay  there? 

'■A.— Two  or  three  weeks,  I  think;  I  don't  know 
exai.tiv. 

"Q.  (By  the  Chairman)— Were  the  plants  used 
auywere  else? 

'■A. — They  were  used  ata  wedding  ou  Beacon  street, 
opposite  Arlingt  n  street;  I  forget  the  name.  They 
were  also  used  to  decorate  Trinity  Church. 

"Q.  (Bv  Mr.  Gove)— You  helped  decorate  Trinitv 
Church?" 

"A.— N'o,  sir. 

"Q.— Were.tbesame  varieties  of  plants  used  there? 

'•A.— Yes,  sir. 

"Q.— Do  you  know  whose  they  were? 

"A. — Part  were  Mr.  Doogue  8  and  part  the  city's. 

"Q.  diy  the  ChairmaD) — Who  paid  you  for  the 
work? 

'■A.— The  City  of  Bo. ton. 

"Q.— Are  you  sure  of  that? 

"A.— Yes,  sir. 

"y.— Did  Mr.  Doogue  ever  pay  you  for  doing  pri 
vate  work? 

"A.— N'o,  sir." 

There  is  one  statement  I  wis-b  to  call  attention  to. 
There  is  a  positive  question  aud  a  positive  answer. 
He  has  done  private  work  and  never  received  a  cent 
from  Mr. Doogue;  and  I  would  liketo  ask  any  ircntle- 
nian  to  point  out  tome  wherein  Mr.  Doogue  has  ever 
credited  the  City  of  lio-ion  with  a  cent.     [Beading.] 

"Q.— You  bad  charge  of  the  greenhouse? 

"A. — No,  sir ;  but  I  u>ed  to  go  there  in  the  winter. 

"Q.— During  your  time  was  it  a  common  practice 
to  make  presents  of  plants  to  Dersons  outside? 

"A.— I  did  not  see   much   of  that   done.    I  never 


gave  many  away,  except  perhaps  half-a-dozen  or  so 
They  did  not  amount  to  much;  a  few  geraniums 
or  so. 

"Q.— Was  it  a  common  thing  to  sell  plants? 

"A.— It  was  a  common  thing  to  sell  loam  and  pots, 
but  I  don't  remember  seeing  plants  sold. 

"Q. — You  have  sold  loam,  have  you? 

"A. — No,  sir;  but  it  has  been  sold  from  my  bench — 
sold  for  $1  a  bushel.  They  used  to  sell  a  great  deal 
or  foliage  for  funeral  wont.  It  would  be  taken  off 
and  used  in  the  office. 

"Q.— Off  the  city's  plants? 

"A.— Yes,  sir.  There  is  now  a  party  of  eight  men 
from  the  department  at  work  laying  out  the  grounds 
of  a  hotel  in  New  Hampshire.  My  son  is  among 
them." 

Now  I  would  remark  here,  Mr.  President,  that  as 
far  as  we  could  understand  there  was  not  a  single 
party,  I  think  from  May  to  the  1st  of  September, 
that  was  at  work  privately  for  Mr.  Doogue.  At  the 
same  time  I  would  make  this  remark  here,  and  I 
think  it  would  be  corroborated  by  any  gentleman 
stepping  into  any  greenhouse,  that  nobDdy  would  be 
refused  work  by  applying  to  his  office,  either  for  pot- 
ting plants  >r  decorating  houses.  Now  if  Mr.  Doogue 
does  not  pay  those  men,  which  I  claim  he  don't,  I 
would  ask  what  right  has  he  to  take  them  away  from 
the  City  of  Boston?  Either  he  had  work  for  thein  to 
do,  or  else  the  city  was  to  suiter  for  his  taking  them 
away,  or  he  had  to  keep  them  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  doing  his  work. 

The  President— The  gentleman's  time  has  expired. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Ward  21,  moved  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  be  assigned  until  half 
past  ten  this  evening. 

Mr.  farkman  of  Ward  a — I  think  we  might  as  well 
settle  it.  It  won't  take  but  a  very  few  minutes  long- 
er. 1  know  the  gentleman  has  some  matters  which 
be  says  will  be  interesting. 

The  motion  to  assign  was  lost. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

Air.  Barry  of  Ward  16— Mr.  President 

Mr.  Maguire— I  only  wanted  to  notify  the  gentle- 
man that  I  am  not  through  yet.  I  propose  to  tell 
what  I  know  about  ibis  case. 

The  President—  Mi.  Barry,  of  Ward  16,  has  the 
floor. 

Mr.  Barry— There  is  one  thing  I  wi-li  to  call  to  the 
attention  of  the  members  of  the  Couucil,  and  that  is 
in  reg-ird  to  the  witnesses  produced  on  the  other 
side.  Those  witnesses  were  not  put  under  oath,  not 
a  single  man  of  them.  The  witnesses  produced  were 
men  discharged  from  the  department  for  cause. 
Every  member  of  the  City  Government  knows  that 
whe  i  a  man  leaves  a  deuartuienr,  such  as  the  Com- 
mon and  public  grounds,  it  is  with  a  feeling  that 
wheu  he  gets  a  chance  he  will  do  Mr.  Doogue  an  in- 
jury. There  is  no  question  about  it.  Two-thirds  of 
them  have  the  same  feehne. 

Mr.  Maguire — There  were  only  two  men  not  work- 
ing in  the  department  that  gave* their  testimony. 

Mr.  Barry— In  regard  to  one  of  those  witnesses  of 
waich  the  gentleman  has  spoken  a  great  deal  this 
evening,  he  was  discharged  for  cause.  What  was 
the  cause?  On  August  27th,  1878,  a  gentleman  was 
crossing  the  Public  Garden.  Mr.  Minto.i  was  there 
with  a  pair  of  pairing  shears  in  his  hand,  the  blades 
measuring  almost  eighteen  inches  in  length.  He 
stepped  up  to  the  dog  belonging  to  the  gentleman 
and  jabbed  those  shears  into  that  clog's  stomach  and 
killed  hiiu.  In  consequence  of  that  he  was  ar- 
rested, brought  into  court  and  convicted. 

Mr.  Maeuire— Will  the  gentleman  please  give  the 
date  of  that? 

Mr.  Barry — [Reading.] 

"Boston,  Dec.  1, 1881. 

"To  whom  it  may  concern:  This  is  to  certify  that 
James  Minton  was  arraigned  in  the  Municipal  Ccurt 
August  27, 1878,  by  an  agent  of  the  Mass.  Soc.  P.  C 
to  Animals,  for  sticking  a  pair  of  shears  into  a  dog  o.i 
the  Public  Garden,  Aug.  21,  '78;  pleaded  not  guilty; 
was  held  in  *J100  for  trial  Aug.  30;"  Aug.  30  was  tried 
and  convicted,  and  fined  $15  and  costs.  Appealed. 
In  the  Upper  Court  he  pleaded  guilty,  and  the 
sentence  of  the  Lower  Court  was  confirmed. 

"The  line  was  paid  after  being  committed  to  jail, 
Nov.  23, 1878. 

"The  foregoing  is  a  transcript  from  the  complaint 
book  of  the  Mass.  Soc.  P.  C.  to  Animals. 

"  Framis  8.  D\  ek.  for 
"  A.  Fihtii,  Sec'y  M.  8,  P.  C.  A." 

Mr.  Maguire— He  was  discharged? 

Mr.  Barry— Yes,  sir.  The  same  geutleman  brought 
suit  against  this  man, and  recovered  eigbty-Hve  dol- 
lars. This  is  the  man  they  brine  to  testify  against 
Mr.  Doogue.  I  have  here  a  list  ot  the  trustee  suits 
against  James   Minton   while  m   the  employ  of  the 
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City  of  Boston:  Boston  Cornier  Co.  $200,  Charles 
Currier  .$100,  J.  T.  Ryan  $100,  diaries  Currier  $100, 
A.  r,.  Miller  $200,  John  Reams  $100,  James  E.  Fin- 
lev  $50,  G.  H.  Lewis  $3U0,  iu  tlie  year  18T8;  in  1879, 
John  Kenrns  $100,  H.  C.  Towle  $200,  D.  O.  Sanger 
$300,  John  Kearns  $100,  Patrick  Golden  $200, and  D. 
O.  Sanger  three  suits  tor  $300  each;  and  in  1880.G.H. 
Poor,  trustee,  one  suit  for  $100 — amounting  in  all  to 
nearly  $3000.  This  is  the  man  that  comes  to  give  evi- 
dence before  that  committee.  What  I  am  trying  to 
show  is  the  cliarac  er  of  this  man,  and  I  want  to  say 
that  he  is  not  a  suitable  man  to  come  before  such  a 
committee  as  a  witness  to  give  evidence.  They  knew 
the  character  of  this  mail  Now  another  matter  is 
in  regard  to  the  tools  that  came  from  the  Department 
of  Common  and  Pulmc  Giounds.  Mr.  Doogue  was 
in  that,  business  when  he  went  into  the  department. 
He  owned  sixty  sash,  and  turned  them  over  to  the 
City  of  Boston  and  let  it  have  them.  Those  very 
sash  from  the  deer  park  were  brought  down  to  his 
greenhouse  because  tliey  belonged  to  him, and  there 
is  sash  there  now  tbat  belongs  to  him.  I  hope  the 
minority  report  will  be  accepted.  The  gentleman 
has  kept  us  hf  re  long  enough  and  I  hope  we  will 
come  to  a  vote. 

Mr.  Gove  ot  Ward  1 — I  shall  occupy  the  attention 
of  the  Council  but  a  very  few  minutes  in  regard  to 
this  matter.  There  seems  to  be  some  feeling  in  re- 
gard to  it.  As  a  member  .  of  the  committee  signing 
the  majority  report,  I  believed  1  was  doing  my  duty 
as  a  member  of  the  committee,  aud  that  the"  testi- 
mony before  us  warranted  me  in  doing  so.  I  believe 
so  now.  There  are  one  or  two  peculiar  things  that 
it  is  impossible  for  the  Council  to  be  cognizant  of 
because  they  were  not  present  when  the  witnesses 
testified.  One  witness  before  your  face  is  worth  five 
witnesses  on  paper.  In  the  report  of  the  minority 
there  are  allegations  that  Mr.  Doogue  had  lost  a 
great  deal  of  private  business,  and  surrendered  the 
whole  of  nis  private  business  for  the  purpose  of  ac 
cepting  the  position  of  Superintendent  of  Comtnou 
and  Squares.  That  is  not  really  true,  because  I  find 
even  iu  the  papers  of  the  day  advertisements  by  him 
setting  forth  the  place  where  these  greenhouses 
are,  and  that  business  is  catried  on  there.  The  com- 
mittee also  found  from  the  testimony  before  it  that 
it  was  unquestionably  a  fact  that  every  single 
charge  Mr.  Doogue  had  presented  to  the  com- 
mittee on  their  investigation  was  extrava- 
gant. That  is  to  say,  he  had  put  it  beyond  what 
it  absolutely  was  iu  every  inotance,  I  think.  You 
may  take  the  very  smallest  item  that  can  e  there  and 
we  found  it  so.  He  stated  that  it  cost  him  $250  a 
year  foe  flower  pots.  On  examining  the  expert 
which  he  himself  produced,  Mr.  Galvin,  the  former 
Superintendent,  tne  question  was  asked,  it  in  his 
judgment  it  was  possible  for  that  money  to  be  ex- 
pended, and  Mr.  Galvin  said  no.  You  may  go 
among  every  florist  or  greenhouse  keeper  in  the 
City  of  Boston,  and  ask  them  that  question, 
and  every  one  will  tell  you  that  it  was  not 
possible.  If  I  remember  correctly,  it  was 
also  stated  by  him  that  during  the  whole 
time  he  had  i  een  carrying  on  this  business  and  fur- 
nishing the  city  with  storage  room  for  his  plants,  ■ 
that  substantially  the  same  amount  had  been  paid 
year  by  year,  for  pots.  Why,  he  would  have  had 
pots  enough,  if  that  had  been  the  ease,  to  fill  the 
greenhouse,  without  room  for  anything  else.  From 
the  testmony  taken,  I  say  we  should  judge  with  the 
greatest  care  whether  we  will  pay  him  a  single  cent 
for  the  use  of  those  greenhouses.  He  comes  here 
asking  for  equity,  and  he  who  seeks  equity  must  do 
equitably,  I  say  that  where  a  man  in  the  position 
of  superintendent  of  any  of  the  departments  of  the 
City  of  Boston  will  use  his  official  position  to  favor 
himself  by  adding  to  his  own  income,  it  is  the  most 
despicable  thing  he  could  do,  improper  in  every  par- 
ticular, leading  the  people  under  bim  and  knowing 
the  facts  to  believe  it  is  proper,  and  allowing  them 
to  assist  in  defrauding  the  City  of  Boston  out  of  its 
just  dues.  Now,  then,  am  I  wai  ranted  in  w"at  I 
say?  It  is  a  fact  that  at  the  first  of  the  year  there 
was  a  petition  put  in  here  by  John  Reardon  to  carry 
on  the  decartment  for  $30,000  a  year.  The  matter 
had  been  pooh-poohed,  laughed  at  andridiculed,  but 
finally  through  the  efforts  of  some  members  of  this 
Council  Mr.  JJeardon  had  a  hearing,  aud  the  com- 
mittee reported  back  tbat  the  order  ought  not 
to  pass,  and  it  did  not  pass.  I  stated  at 
tbat  time  that  I  had  called  upon  sever- 
al florists,  and  I  read  some  letters  I  had  re- 
ceived from  others  who  said  it  could  be  done  for 
that  money.  You  will  find  in  examining  the  testi- 
mony before  that  committee,  that  this  same  expert, 
Mr.  Galvin,  said  that  if  he  had  his  own  way  of  doing 
the  work  he  would  furnish  everything  connecttd 
with  the  department  for  $30,000  a  year,  and   he   also 


said  the  public  squares  would  look  as  well  and  be 
kept  as  well  as  they  are  this  year.  What  is 
the  inference  to  be  drawn  from  tbat  state 
of  facts?  He  knows  the  situation  of  tJie  de- 
partment and  how  it  has  been  kept.  I  say  that 
that  department  has  cost  the  City  of  Boston 
$15,000  to  $25,000  more  than  there  was  any  necessity 
for;  when  there  ought  not  to  have  been  an  expendi- 
ture of  more  than  $30,000,  and  that  the  Superinten- 
dent is  the  one  who  is  at  fault  in  this  mattpr.  He  is 
the  one  who  is  to  be  held  responsible,  and  he  comes 
here  and  asks  us  to  pay  him  $1500,  when  Jte  has 
stamped  on  the  face  of  that  request,  by  his  own  wit- 
nes-es,  that  it  is  a  fraud.  Those  are  the  fact-  in  this 
case.  Here  is  a  man  asking  for  equity,  when  the 
witnesses  he  produces  upon  the  stand  Say  he  is  doing 
tbat  which  he  ought  not  to  do,  and  is  costing  the  City 
of  Bos; on  nearly  twice  what  theie  is  any  necessity 
for.  The  charge  is  made  that  those  witnesses  were 
not  sworn.  That  is  all  tine  enough.  I  had  forgot- 
ten it,  and  did  not  think  of  it  until  I  saw  it  in  the 
minority  report.  But  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  on 
that  commnteee  could  have  demanded  that  they  be 
sworn,  and  they  would  have  been  sworn.  It  is"  not 
the  fault  of  anybody.  It  was  simply  an  oversight. 
They  come  here  and  say  because  the  witnesses  were 
not  sworn,  because  one  witness  has  been  arrested  for 
an  inhuman  act  upon  a  dog,  they  are  not  to  be  relied 
upon.  I  suppose  a  man  could  be  guilty  of  a  great 
many  crimes,  and  still  could  tell  the  truth.  But  his 
testimony  is  supported  by  many  witnesses,  whom 
they  do  not  attempt  to  contradict,  that  the  City  of 
Boston  has  paid  for  the  manufacture  and  building  up 
of  property  belonging  to  Mr.  Doogue  without  any 
equivalent  being  given  for  it.  You  will  find  by  the 
testimony  of  Mr.  Dow.  his  foreman,  who  until  a 
short  time  ago  was  employed  upon  that  depart- 
ment, and  domgthe  work  within  the  last  two  months 
upon  private  work  for  Mr.  Doogue,  and  whose  name 
is  stricken  off  the  work,  he  comes  there  and  says 
the  City  of  Boston  paid  him  for  it,  and  when  he 
was  asked  about  doing  work  upon  the  bath  room  in 
Mr.  Doogue's  private  house,  he  declined  to  testify. 
Those  are  the  facts  before  the  committee.  I  was 
sorry  I  could  not  be  there  at  the  meeting  at  which 
that  testimony  was  given.  I  do  not  know  who  the 
witnesses  were.  It  does  not  make  any  difference. 
The  testimony  as  it  stands  before  this  Council  has 
not  been  refuted,  and  it  seems  to  me  there  is  no  ne- 
cessity for  me  to  speak  any  mere  (  n  this  subject.  I 
hope  the  order  for  $1500  will  not  pass,  and  1  move 
that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Whitmore— This  matter  has  been  sufficiently 
discussed,  I  think  that  members  who  care  anything 
about  it  have  nad  the  evidence.  I  took  pains  to  read 
the  entire  evidence  about  a  week  ago,  one  evening. 
I  must  say  I  think  it  is  the  most  trivial  matter  which 
has  come  before  the  Council  this  year.  The  simple 
question  is  whether  w^  shall  pay  Mr.  Doogue  for  the 
use  of  his  greenhouse  or  not.  Whether  Mr.  Doogue 
is  a  good  or  a  had  man  does  not  make  any  difference. 
The  city  has  had  the  use  of  the  greenhouse.  After 
reading  the  testimony  and  listening  to  the  remarks 
of  tue  gentleman,  and  after  the  expenses  of  so  large 
a  committee,  and  the  minting  expenses,  I  think  we 
might  as  well  come  to  a  vote.and  I  move  the  previous 
ouestion  upon  the  order  before  us. 
"  Mr.  Maguire— I  hope  the  previous  question  will 
not  be  put.  It  is  very  evident  that  the  gentleman 
who  is  from  the  *ame  ward  with  our  Superinten- 
dent-— 

The  President— Will  the  gentleman  from  Ward  19 
accept  a  suggestion  from  the  Chair,  that  under  the 
rule  the  order  will  be  passed  to  a  second  reading  and 
have  to  go  over  until  the  next  meeting? 

Mr.  Maguire — I  am  perfectly  satisfied  if  the  matter 
goes  over  to  the  next  meeting,  if  we  have  had  enough 
ot  it  to-night.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has  re- 
marked that  it  is  a  trivial  question.  The  amount  is 
small,  but  there  may  be  other  matters  behind  it.  I 
have  other  facts  here  that  I  have  not  shown  to-night, 
and  I  think  it  is  necessary  tnat  they  should  be  shown 
in  this  case.  If  the  gentlemen  feel  that  the  witnesses 
ought  to  have  been  sworn,  I  have  sworn  testimony 
which  can  be  produced  to-night. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  orde'  was  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Parkmau— This  matter  was  brought  into  the 
Council  between  five  and  six  months  ago.  It  is  for 
the  payment  of  work  done  last  winter.  The  gentle- 
mau  from  Ward  1  has  said  that  this  bi  1  should  not 
be  paid  because  Mr.  Doogue  has  received  great  ben- 
efits from  the  city. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that 
there  is  no  matter  befoie  this  Council  in  regard  to 
this  measure.  The  second  reading  will  be  at  the 
next  meeting,  uuless  be  moves  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  Parkman — I  move  to  suspend  the  rule.    The 
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reason  I  ask  it  is  ►  ecause  I  think  the  gentleunn  has 
been  kept  out  of  his  monej  a  sufficiently  long  trine. 
I  know  for  a  fact  that  he  has  had  to  draw  Irom  the 
savings  hank  every  cent  he  had  *aved  up  in  order 
to  nay  the  bill  incurred  in  cunning  these  green- 
houses As  lie  bas  been  kept  out  of  his  money  so 
long  a  time,  1  think  the  rule  shonM  be  suspended. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  order  was  read  a 
second  time  and  put  upon  its  passage, 

Mr.  Whitniore  moved  the  previous  question  on  the 
passage  it  the  order. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19-  Do  I  understand  that 
the  members  of  till-  Council  want  it  to  go  on  record 
that  they  do  not  iranctue  facts  in  regard  to  an  eui- 
ployee  working  for  the  city?  If  that  is  the  case,  and 
we  are  to  be  choked  off  and  not  allowed  to  tell  what 
we  know  about  this  worthy  man,  let  it  go  forth  that 
the  citizen^  ot  this  city  may  understand  it.  I  have 
here  a  letter  from  ;;  worthy  gentleman,  a  taxpayer 
oi  tins  city,  who  is  interested  in  its  welfare,  who 
know-  S.r.  Doogue  and  his  actions.  I  calculated  to 
read  it.  It  speaks  for  it-elf.  I  have  also  a  re- 
cord  

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order, 
that  the  gentleman  is  discussing  the  main  question. 

The  President— The  question  is,  shall  the  main 
question  now  be  put? 

Mr.  Maguire— I  am  telling  the  Council  what  the 
facts  are  that  they  refuse  to  have  the  city  understand, 
which  the  committee  have  in  their  possession  and  are 
capable  of  proving.  1  have  a  record  here  where  this 
Superintendent  was  furnishing  989  plants,  and  you 
will  find  on  the  Auditor's  book  where  he  took  pay 
for  1285.  i  can  show  vou  where  those  extra  :ttin 
plants  went  to— private  wort,  for  which  the  city  got 
nothing.  It  all  those  facts  are  to  be  choked  off,  let 
i  stand  I  hat  the  Council  do  not  represent  what 
the  people  expect  us  to  represent.  I  do 
not  know  tha-  I  have  any  right  to  go  into 
it,  hut  I  don't  care  whether  the  man  gets 
r  not  it.  seems  to  me  that  when  we 
appoint  a  committee  who  get  the  facts  and  are 
willing  to  produce  them,  you  ought  to  hear 
them,  and  then  you  can  do  as  you  please.  But  I 
think  gentlemen  should  not  crowd  us  out  from  what 
we  desire  to  say. 

Mr.  CostellO  of  Ward  22 — 1  have  only  a  word  to 
8  y  on  this  matter.  1  would  not  say  a  word  had  I 
the  slightest  suspicion  of  Mr.  Uoogue's  dishonesty. 
1  should  not  say  a  word  if  I  wa-  convinced  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  lii  was  doing  this  fur  the  inte- 
rest of  the  City  of  Boston.  But  I  am  more  than  con- 
vinced, and  1  Believe  every  gentleman  of  this  Conn- 
evinced,  that  lie  is  doing  tins  Irom  a  spirit  of 
malice  and  hatred  of  Mr.  Doogue.  I  am  not  sur- 
prised at  this,  because  1  do  not  know  an  honest,  up- 
right public  man  who  does  not  have  his  enemies. 
.Mr.  Doogue  has  enemies,  inside  and  outsite 

.Mr.  Rosnosky— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order,  that  the 
question  before  the  house  is  that  the  previous  ques- 
tion shall  he  put. 

The  President— The  Chair  understands  that  the 
gentleman  is  giving  reasons  for  ordering  the  main 
question, 

.Mr.  Maguire— I  understand  he  is  discussing  my 
honesty.  1  want  him  to  produce  fact-.  The  gentle- 
man I  roiu  Ward  22  cannot  stand  so  clean,  ii  I  under- 
stand aright. 

.Mr.  Costello— As  I  say,  the  gentleman  has  enemies 
outside  and  inside  of  this  Council.  Mis  enemies  in- 
side are  trying  to  clear  him  out  root  and  branch,  but 
I  do  not  think  they  will  succeed,  i  trust  the  minor- 
ity report  wiil  be  adopted,  and  the  majority  report 
will  be  voted  down  unanimously,  as  a  rebuke  co  those 
gentlemen  who  wish  to  gratify  a  personal  spite 
against  .Mr.  Doogue. 

The  mala  question  was  ordered,  and  the  question 
came  upon  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Maguire— Then  do  I  understand  that  the 
Council  do  not  want  the  tacts? 

The  President — The  Council  has  ordered  the  main 
question,  and  no  debate  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Maguire— I  simply  want  to  make  one  remark, 
that  I  hope  the  reporters  will  put  that  down  in  large 
letters,  o  that  the  citizens  will  see  it  to-morrow 
morning. 

order  was  declared  passed.  Mr.  Maguire 
doubted  the  vote  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
wnich  were  declared  ordered.  .Mr.  Whituiore 
doubted  the  vote,  and  the  Council  was  divided,  four 
for,  thirt\  ni.ie  against,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
refused. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Parkman  moved  to  reconsider.     Lest. 

PUBLIC  P4KKS. 
Mr.  Whituiore,  of  Ward  12,  called  up  the  past  as- 
signment, viz.: 


Orders  for  loans  for  the  taking  by  purchase  or 
otherwise  of  lands  for  park  purposes  in  West  Rox- 
bury, City  Point,  Brighton  and  East  Boston.  (City 
jjoc.  124).  Together  with  substitutes  for  each,  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10,  and  set  forth  in 
City  Doc.  139. 

.Mr.  Whituiore  calied  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion so  that  he  might  call  for  the  order  in  regard  to 
the  West  Roxbury  park. 

West  Roxbwy  I 'ark. 

The  Council  next  considered  the  order  to  borrow 
$600,000  for  the  West  Roxbury  park,  the  question 
being  upon  the  snb.-titute  offered  by  Mr.  Freeman. 

.Mr.  Whituiore— I  intend  to  be  extremely  brief  in 
stating  my  reasons  why  I  think  it  inadvisable  to  ac- 
cept the  amendment,  and  why  1  think  it  advisable  to 
pass  the  original  order.  I  was  one  of  those  who  was 
opposed  last  year  to  the  park  scheme,  and,  inasmuch 
as  1  nave  changed  my  views  on  the  subject,  I  wish  to 
give  my  reasons  very  briefly,  in  hopes  it  may  have 
some  effect  upon  those  who  are  exactly  in  the  same 
position.  When  I  opposed  parks  last  year  it  was  for 
two  reasons:  First,  because  the  tiuancial  position  of 
the  city  did  not  then  warrant  going  into  such 
great  expenditures,  and,  second,  because  1  did 
not  believe  the  public  at  that  time  demanded 
the  establishment  of  public  parks.  In  regard 
to  the  tiist  matter,  I  understand  that  by  our 
waiting  one  year  wo  are  now  iu  a  good  deal  better 
position  financially  than  we  were  then.  When  I  ob- 
jected to  i'.  last  year  we  were  liabie  to  spend  some 
$800,000  f or  a  Court  House  in  Pemberton  square. 
That  plan  was  seemingly  as  certain  oi  success  as 
any  which  had  come  before  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
wbo  are  the  sole  judges  in  regard  to  if.  But  as  the 
Council  will  remember,  bv  a  remarkable  chaDge  of 
views  the  site  was  not  taken  and  tbe  city  was  saved 
the  expenditure  of  $800,000  for  that  measure.  In 
the  second  place,  by  wailing  a  year  we  have  the  ben- 
efit of  all  the  money  paid  into  the  sinking  fund,  and 
the  taxes  raised  for  that  purpos".  I  understand 
trom  the  chairman  on  the  Committee  on  Finance 
that  the  city  has  a  borrowing  power  of  three  millions 
of  dollars.  I  feel  that  the  financial  question  is  no 
longer  as  great  an  impediment  as  it  was  last 
year.  Mow  in  regard  to  ibis  expenditure  of  money, 
I  wish  to  make  one  more  statement:  So  long  as  the 
members  of  this  Council  are  in  doubt  as  to  the  wish- 
es of  the  taxpaying  public,  it  behoves  them  to  be 
very  conseivative,  But  after  all,  they  are  the  trus- 
tee- of  the  people  who  have  the  means,  and  after  we 
receive  instructions  from  our  constituents  it  is  our 
duty  to  carry  out  their  wisoes.  Last  year  I  did  not 
believe  the  public  wanted  parks,  but,  thanks  to  tbe 
great  information  given  to  the  public  on  the  sub- 
ject, I  know  that  in  the  ward  which  1  have  tbe  hon- 
or to  represent  in  part,  public  opinion  has  changed 
very  much.  1  hive  done  nothing  to  influence 
opinion  there,  but  from  information  coming  to 
me  I  am  satisfied  that  Ward  12,  which  is  composed 
largely  of  workingmen,  has  decided  that  it  wants 
narks.  The  workingmen  in  that  ward,  at  least,  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  park  where  they  can 
take  their  families  on  Sundays  and  holidays  is  some- 
thing that  they  desire,  and  are  willing  to  pay  their 
portion  of.  I  have  noticed  that  the  wealthy  taxpayers 
have  asked  us  to  spend  money  for  this  and  that  park 
project.  The  effort  made  to  take  the  Arnold  Arbo- 
retum bas  satisfied  me  that  the  wealthy  taxpayers 
are  willing  to  pav  their  portion  of  the  expense.  I 
move  to  take  up  the  West  Roxbury  park  first,  from 
tbe  fact  that  I  have  been  led,  by  being  upon  the  Special 
Committee  on  the  Arnold  Arboretum,  to  consider 
what  a  park  should  be.  The  city  needs  a  large  tract 
of  land  left  in  a  state  of  i.ature.  It  is  not  sufficient 
for  the  working  people  that  they  should  have  land 
enough  to  go  upon  and  spend  a  day,  but  there 
should  be  room  for  picnics,  and  for  youths  and 
young  men  to  have  a  chance  to  have  athletic  games, 
which  are  necessarily  prohibited  in  the  arboretum 
and  on  Boston  Common.  Having  satisfied  myself  that 
my  constituents  want  a  park,  and  that  the  West.  Rox- 
bury nark  is  the  best  one  proposed  for  that  purpose, 
I  have  only  to  consider  the  substitute  oltered  by 
Mr.  Freeman.  I  think  it  is  an  unnecessary  limitation 
upon  the  Park  Commissioners.  The  order  from  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  allows  the  Park  Commissioners 
to  purchase  or  take  any  pieces  of  land  to  the  amount 
ot  $600,000  in  value.  '  Mr.  Freeman's  substitute  is 
that  they  shall  purchase,  without  having  the  power 
of  taking  by  right  of  eminent  domain.  Now,  sir,  on 
tbe  face  of  it  that  looks  like  quite  a  matter,  because 
when  the  Park  Commissioners  have  taken  a  piece  of 
land,  and  the  owner  has  abandoned  ii,the  City  of 
Boston  has  got  to  pay  for  it,  and  the  commissioners 
might  go  on,  and  spend  all  the  money  they  could  in 
buying  land,  and  they  might  take  other  land  that  the 
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city  would  have  to  pay  a  million  dollars  for.  I  wish 
to  put  it  iu  the  strongest  manner, but  I  have  been  down 
aud  consulted  the  Park  Commissioners.  Those  gen- 
tlemeu  suy  they  have  been  in  office  for  the  last  seven 
years  and  they  do  not  intend  to  squander  the  city's  uion- 
ev.but  to  use  any  powers  given  them  m  entire  conform- 
ity to  the  wishes  of  the  City  Council  in  passing  the  ap- 
propriation. I  venture  to  sav  without  being  directly 
authorized,  if  we  pass  tuis  order  authorizing  the 
Park  Commissioners  to  purchase  or  take  lands  of  the 
assessed  value  of  $600,000,  that  the  Park  Commission- 
ers will  deal  as  wisely  and  carefully  and  as  particu- 
larly witli  every  cent  of  that  money  ^s  if  they  were 
expending  it  for  their  own  benefit  or  for  their  chil- 
dren after  them.  For  those  reasons  I  think  it  would 
be  unwise  to  adopt  the  proposed  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10.  It  was  a  very  dis- 
creet suggestion  on  his  part,  f  have  no  doubt, 
intended  not  to  injure  the  measure,  but  tor  the 
purpose  of  extra  care.  But  after  the  interview  I 
havb  had  with  the  Park  Commissioners,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  other  members  of  the  Council  have  also 
spoken  with  them,  I  think  that  iu  this  particular 
matter  we  are  perfectly  safe  in  entrusting  the  Park 
Commissioners  with  power  to  spend  this  $600,000.  I 
may  say  that  tbey  called  mv  attention  to  the  fact 
that  when  they  had  power  to  purchase  the  land  on 
the  Back  Bay,  there  was  a  matter  of  five  acres  which 
thev  had  to  take,  and  instead  of  exercising  their 
power,  they  came  back  to  rhe  City  Council  and 
asked  their  conseut  whether  they  desired  to  take  it 
aud  run  the  risk  of  damages  at  law,  and  the  City 
Council  authorized  them  to  fake  it.  Now,  shall  we 
say  as  Mr.  Freeman's  amendment  would  say,  that  we 
cannot  trust  those  gentlemen  with  the  powers 
given  to  them  by  the  legislature?  We  are  no 
safer  by  the  amendment.  If  we  vote  the  $600,- 
000,  we  can  vote  another  like  amount  next 
year,  and  it  will  always  be  so  so  long  as  the  Ci'y  Coun- 
cil have  power  to  spend  money.  After  considering 
the  amendment  I  think  it  will  be  only  a  hin- 
drance for  the  Council  to  accept  it.  I  tnink  we  shall 
be  just  as  wise  and  careful  of  the  public  purse  if  we 
give  the  Park  Commissioners  the  direct  powers  con- 
tained in  the  original  order.  I  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  prevail  but  that  the  original  order  as  passed 
bythe  Board  of  Aldermen  will  receive  48  votes. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— I  have  but  a  very  tew 
words  to  say  on  this  sublect.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  12  has  stated  the  exact  position  of  my  order. 
I  have  nothing  to  say  about  the  Park  Commissioners. 
I  consider  them  the  best  commission  iu  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. But  I  don't  dimk  the  City  Council  should 
pass  out  of  its  hands  the  right  of  saying  how  much 
this  park  shall  cost.  Moreover,  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners do  nor,  ask  for  this  original  order.  In  their 
letter  to  the  Committee  on  Parks  they  asked  for 
authority  to  purchase  this  land.  That  will  be  found 
in  the  report  of  the  majority  of  rhe  Committee  on 
Parks.  The  Park  Commissioners  de  not  ask  tor 
authority  to  take  the  land.  They  seem  to  be  satisfied 
with  authority  to  purcl  ase  it.  I  do  not  believe 
the  City  Council  ought  to  pass  an  order  for  un 
-unlimited  amount,  as  are  these  orders  reported  by 
the  Finance  Committee.  If  we  take  this  land  assessed 
to  the  value  of  $600,000,  we  all  know  what  juries  are. 
They  will  awaru  larger  sums,  and  probably  that  six 
hundred  thousand  will  swell  to  a  million,  and  the 
other  parks  coming  after  it,  the  thing  will  go  up  to 
two  millions  before  we  are  through  with  it.  It  is 
very  much  the  same  as  if  we  authorized  them  to  lay 
out  unlimited  driveways  and  walks.  In  regard  to 
the  Back  Bay  park,  this  is  a  similar  case.  If  the 
Park  Commissioners  buy  a  large  amount  of  this  land 
under  the  order  which  I  offer  as  a  substitute,  they 
can  come  to  us  as  thev  did  in  regard  to  the  Back  Bay 
gark,  and  ask  for  authority  to  take  what  they 
need  and  cannot  purchase.  It  will  then  be  time 
enough  for  them  to  have  authority  to  take 
the  land.  Meantime  I  think  it  is  all-sufficient  to 
substitute  these  orders  and  limit  the  cost  to  some 
Darticular  sum. 

"  Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  ask  but  a  moment  ot 
the  time  of  the  Council.  My  position  is  what  it  was 
one  year  ago.  Nothing  should  be  more  carefully 
o-arded  ag  linst  than  the  increase  of  public  indebted- 
ness beyond  a  strictlv  healthy  limit.  Iu  determining 
what  is  the  proper'limit  for  a  municipality,  we 
shout't  remember  that  the)  e  is  not  only  municipal 
indebtedness,  but  coun'y,  State  and  natioual  indebt- 
edness. I  wish  to  read  some  statistics  made  in  1874, 
and  which  can  be  referred  to  with  more  siguifieuuee 
to-day,  inasmuch  as  ihe  proportionate  municipal, 
and  I  may  say  State  andcounty, indebtedness  is  larger. 
In  1874,  in  the  United  States,  there  were  16  cities 
having  a  ponulation  exceeding  100,000  each,  an  ag- 
gregate population  of  4,500,000.  The  municipal  debt 
of  these   cities   was.  .$350,000,000 —or  $80  for   each 


individual.    Twelve  cities  of  between  50,000  and  100,- 

000  in  poDulation,  having  au  aggregate  debt  of  $30,- 
00,1,000— or  $40  for  each  individual.  Fifty-three  cities 
between  20,000  and  50,000  each,  having  about  one  mill- 
ion and  a  half  inhabitants;  debt  about  $75,000,000— 
or  $50  for  each  individual.  Of  towns  and  cities  be- 
tween 10,000  and  20,000,  about  105  in  number, 
population  1 ,400,000  ;  debt  $35,000,000  —  or  $22 
each.  The  debt  ot  towns  was  estimated  approxi- 
mately at  $80,000,000  —  making  total  municipal 
debt  of  the  country  $570,000,000.  To  these  mu- 
nicipal debts  were  added  the  county  debts 
of  the  country,  amounting  to  $180,000,000,  aud 
the  State  debts  to  about  $390,000,000,  a  total  of 
$1,140,000,000  of  public  debts  ot  States,  counties, 
cities  and  towns.  We  have  the  national  debt  besiles. 
These  statistics  were  made  in  1874,  and  the  total  is 
300  million  millions  of  dollars,  larger  than  in  1870. 
It  is  safe  to  assume  that  the  relative  indebtedness  is 
*o-day  as  large.aud  probably  larger,thau  in  1874. 1  also 
wi-h  to  give  iu  this  connection  certain  rates  of  taxa- 
tion in  Massachusetts  for  1880,  in  certain  cities  and 
towns  as  follows,  viz:  In  3,  $26  to  $28.60  per  $1000; 
in  14,  $20  to  $23.70  per  $1000;  in  103,  $15  to 
$19.50  per  $1000;  in  167,  $10  to  $14.90  per  $1000. 
Now  I  am  not  going  into  a  discussion  of  the 
question  of  parks,  which  has  already  been  pretty 
thoroughly  discussed.  But  it  is  well  known  to  gen- 
tlemen of  the  Couucil  that  there  are  now  important 
schemes  which  iuvoive  our  business,  which  will 
nearly  exhaust  the  limit  of  our  borrowing  capacity. 
That  is  a  very  important  consideration,  and  I  do  not 
consider  him  a  safe  counsellor  who  will  discuss  the 
propriety  of  approaching  that  limit.  It  has  been 
sugge-ted  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  that  pub- 
lic opinion  has  changed.  In  my  own  ward,  where 
one-sixth  of  the  taxes  of  the  entire  city  are  paid,  I 
am  sure  public  opinion  has  not  changed.  1  will 
rut  ref  r  to  the  suggestion  that  we  should  keep 
taxes  low  iu  order  to  retain  business  here,  or  to 
the  other  arguments  which  are  familiar  to  everyone 
here;  but  will  simply  appeal  to  the  members  of  the 
Council  as  I  did  one  yeai  ago,  to  orotect  the  City 
against  this  great  expenditure  at  this  time.  I  wish 
simply  to  state,  as  I  did  one  year  ago,  that  if  we  can 
save  this  large  expenditure  for  the  West  tioxbury 
park  and  one  or  two  others,  there  are  two  schemes 
which  I  should  be  glad  to  support,  namely,  the  first 
section  of  the  Charles-river  embankmtnt  and  the 
South  Boston  proposition  for  a  marine  park.  Of 
course,  if  the  City  is  to  be  involved  in  larger  expen- 
ditures, then  we  must  measure  the  resources  which 
wid  be  left,  and  under  those  circumstances  I  shall  be 
compelled  to  vote  against  those  two  propositious. 

Mr.  Eosnosky  of  Ward  16— This  question  has  been 
before  the  Council  for  the  last  three  months,  and  I 
believe  every  member  thoroughly  understands  it.  I 
therefore  call  for  the  previous  question  on  the  whole 
question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  the  question 
came  upon  the  substitute. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Freeman  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered,  aud  the  substitute  was  rejected.  Yeas  23, 
nays  43 : 

Yeas  —  Brimbecom,  Child,  H.  Clapo,  Connell, 
Cummings,  Daly,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Freeman, 
Greenough,  Huutress,  Loved,  P.  Morrison.  Mullett, 
Parkman,  Pope,  Swan,  Viles,  Welch,  Wheeler, 
W7illiams,  Harrison— 23. 

Nays  Barr\,  Bowker,  Boyle,  Brown,  H.  B.  Clapp, 
Coulin,  Costello,  Cronin,  Dana,  Deuney,  Devlin,  C. 
F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Farwell,  Fisk,  Fitzpatrick, 
Folan,  Ford,  Gove,  Harding,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley, 
Lauten,  Maguiro,  Mathews,  McCormick,  J.  A.  Mc- 
Laughlin, McNamara,  Means,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Mur- 
phy, Powers,  Pray,  Quigley,  Pjgeis,  Kosnoskv, 
Smith,  Teevan,  Wakefield,  Walsh,  Wharton,  Whi'r- 
rnore— 43. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Bartlett,  Beal,  Bigelow, 
Cotton,  P.  J.  McLaughlin— 5. 

The  origual  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
read  a  second  time  aud  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  hope  some  of  the  gentlemen  who 
voted  in  favor  of  the  substitute,  will  see  now  toe  set 
of  current  sufficiently  strong  to  warrant  them  under 
the  circumstances  in  voting  for  tire  order.  Ot  course 
no  one  voted  for  the  order  once  who  is  not  prepared 
to  vote  for  it  a  second  time.  The  matter  is  not  any 
different  now,  as  1  understand  it,  from  what  it  was 
before.  But  1  think  gentlemen  who  have  felt  oblig- 
ed to  vote  foi  the  substitute,  will  feel  that  they  have 
discharged  their  duty  to  their  constituents,  and  now 
have  to  take  theiespons.bility  in  the  face  of  the  large 
vote  against  rejecting  the  order. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— Before  the  order  is  past 

1  should  like  to  take  a  tew  moments  of  the  Council 
to  explain  the  vote  I  shall  give.  A  year  ago,  this 
matter,  as  everybody  knows,  was  up  here,  and'at  that 
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time  I  bad  1:0  hesitation,  in  consideration  of  the 
Unuucial  conditiou  01  the  city  and  various  other  cir- 
cumstances, in  voting  against  the  measure.  When 
the  question  was  brought  in  tor  the  renomination  ot 
members  oi  the  Clt.i  Government  last  year,  tlie  sense 
ot  the  ward  winch  I  have  the  honor  of  partially 
representing,  was  taken  in  the  caucus,  and  it  was 
voted  by  a  large  majority  t;.at  the  representatives  uf 
the  ward  should  feel  obliged  to  vote  against 
the  passage  of  the  West  Roxbury  park  order. 
At  that  time  I  had  no  hesitation  in  ac- 
cepting office  under  those  terms.  This  year  the 
condition  of  things  has  materially  changed,  and  1 
admit  that  my  own  feelings  have  somewhat  cbaiiaed 
on  the  subject.  Although,  of  course,  the  fact  that 
my  vote  is  compelled  to  be  given  111  one  way,  renders 
every  argument  which  can  he  given  on  the  other 
side  much  stronger  in  my  own  mind;  BO  that  it  I 
were  utterly  untrammelled  I  am  not  prepared  to  say 
I  should  vote  for  the  We.-t  Roxbury  park,  but  I  do 
vote  against  it  with  very  gTeat  hesitation,  and  I  must 
say  with  considerable  regret,  but  there  is  no  other 
course  open  to  me  under  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13— 1  would  like  to  know  the 

lings  of  Ward  9  in  regard   to  this  question.    The 

gentleman  who  has  just  spoken,  1  have  heard,  has 

nomination,  perhaps  by  his   vote  on  the   park 

Question  or  some  other.    I  would  like  to   know  how 

the  ward  feels — how  they  are  fixed  on  this  question. 

Mr.  Parkuian  ot  Ward  9 — 1  am  in  a  somewhat  sim- 
ilar condition  with  my  colleyge  who  has  just  spoken. 
I  had  the  pleasure  during  my  first  two  years  in  the 
Council'to  serve  as  a  member  of  that  committee.  The 
records  will  show  what  position  I  took  with  regard 
-,  and  members  wiil  remember  wbar  I  bud  to 
say  in  the  discussion  last  year.  Like  mv  colleague 
from  Ward  9,  I  -hall  be  obliged  to  vote  against  this 
order,  or  not  at  all. 

Mr  Devlin  of  Ward  13 — Do  we  understand  that 
there  is  a  change  of  sentiment  in  Ward  9  on  the  park 
question? 

Mr.  I'ope  of  Ward  9—1  simply  want  to  state  that  I 
act  under  the  same  instructions. 

■Mi.  Hart  ot  Wan:  IS — A  year  ago  when  this  ques- 
tion was  up  in  the  Council  1  oppo.-ed  very  strongly 
the  appropriation  of  any  money  for  park  lands,  for 
the  reason  that  we  had  no  money  to  spend  for  any- 
thing. We  hail  a  borrowing  capacity  of  a  little  more 
than  a  million  dollars,  with  a  great  many  things 
pending,  and  it  looked  as  though  we  would 
run  over  rarher  than  within  our  borrowing  capacity. 
During  the  last  year  we  increased  our  borrowing 
cana  ffy  $1,890,000  by  the  payment  of  debt  and  by 
the  increase  of  our  asset?.  To-night  I  have  a  docu- 
ment from  the  auditor,  in  my  hand,  which  says  our 
borrowing  capacity  is  $3,834,000.  For  this  reason, 
and  this  only,  I  shall  change  my  vote  and  vote  yes 
on  the  park  question,  believing  that  parks  are  a  good 
thing  whenever  you  are  able  to  buy  them.  Having 
the  money  on  hand  and  the  capacity  to  do  it,  now  is 
the  time  to  buy  it;  and  for  fear  that  anyone  might 
he  afraid  that  our  taxes  are  going  to  be  too  high, 
we  have  in  our  calendar  an  order  which  is  to 
come  up  at  the  proper  time,  which  will  have 
the  effect  to  limit  our  taxation  for  municipal 
purposes  to  $10  per  thousand,  If  we  hint 
it  to  that,  as  we  intend  to  do,  our  taxes  could  not  be 
Over $14  per  thousand.  And  if  wegoon  in  that  way, 
you  may  lie  assured  we  never  shall  appropriate  too 
much  money  for  parks.  If  we  carry  this  to  the  legis- 
lature and  get  that  law  passed,  as  I  hope  we  shall, 
it  will  be  just  as  good  a  law  as  the  act  limiting  munic- 
ipal indebtedness.  If  we  do  that,  so  far  as  going  on 
with  the  work  of  buying  these  parks  is  concerned, 
you  hare  got  it  entirely  in  your  own  hands,  to  appro- 
priate just  as  much  or  as  little  mouey  as  you  please, 
in  taking  this  view  I  hope  we  shall  proaeed  to  vote 
mouey  enough,  not  only  for  the  West  Roxbury  park, 
but, or  all  the  others.  1  think  the  time  has  come 
when  the  city  should  take  hold  and  buy  the 
land,  looking  to  the  future.  I  believe  we  must  look 
ahead  lor  ten,  twenty  or  even  fifty  years:   and  if  we 

laud  to-day  I  don't  believe  any  man  in  this 

1  will  ever  regret  voting  for  it.  1  hope  the 
order  will  pass. 

Mr.  '  lapp  of  Ward  H— I  also,  one  year  ago,  voted 
against  parks,  hut  1  shall  this  year  change  my  vote 
tor  the  same  reason  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
IS  has  given. 

Mr.  Devlin  of    Ward*  13—1  am    very   glad  to   hud 

fentlemen  from  different  wards  who  have  spoken 
ere  for  the  last  two  years  against  park-  who  now 
seem  to  have  a  iieart  lor  parks,  t  am  very  glad,  sir. 
I  feel  that  people  want  parks,  and  I  am  very  glad  to 
know  that  gentlemen,  even  it  they  are  to  come 
before  the  people  lor  their  votes,  are  willing 
to  vote  for  parks  for  the  people.  I  hope  we  will  be 
able  to  get  the  necessary  number  ot  votes  to-night. 


Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— The  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  says  he  voted,  against  parks 
last  j  ear  because  we  could  not  afford  them.  He  says 
now  we  have  83,800,000  which  we  can  borrow.  We 
have  already  appropriated  $600,000  and  over,  and  we 
have  a  very  important  matter  before  the  City  Gov- 
ernment, the  Charlestown  Hridge, — far  more  impor- 
tant than  any  park, — which  will  cost  $900,000,  uiak- 
ing  $1,500,000.  The  park  orders  brought  in  call  for 
Sl',500,000,  which  make-  $3,000,000.  One  of  the 
park  orders  is  not  large  enough  by  55200,000, 
and  I  have  a  substitute  covering  that  anount 
which  I  shall  offer  on  accouut  of  that,  that 
makes  $3,200,000,  and  leaves  us  a  borrowing  capacity 
of  only  $600,000.  Now  last  year  the  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee  said,  ill  speaking  of  the  $800,009 
which  it  was  proposed  to  appropriate  for  the  West 
Roxbury  park: 

"By  these  orders  we  are  asked  to  appropriate 
$800,000  for  the  West  Roxbury  park  and  $110,000  for 
South  Boston  Point,  and  by  the  showing  of  your 
Finance  Committee  you  have  the  legal  right  to  bor- 
row ju^t  that  amount,  and  they  also  show  you  by  esti- 
mates how  much  you  will  be  able  to  borrow  at  the 
end  of  this  financial  vear.  Now  I  don't  know 
any  better  way  to  treat  the  financial  alt  airs  of 
our  city  than  by  assuming  this  position.  We 
have  the  right  to  borrow  $914,000  and  no  more.  We 
have  no  right  to  presume  upon  any  thing,  and  at  thU 
time  we  have  no  right  to  authorize  our  townsmen  to 
borrow  one  dollar  above  that  amount  for  any  pur- 
pose axcept  for  water." 

Then  he  says: 

"We  are  called  upon  to  spend  $800,000  for  the 
■\Y  est  Roxbury  park  and  $110,000  for  the  South  Bos- 
ton park.  Now  ran  we  afford  it?  I  take  the  ground 
that  we  cannot." 

And  he  took  that  ground  because  we  had  a  bor- 
rowing capacity  of  only  $914,000.  Now  we  are  in 
very  lunch  the  same  coudition.  AVe  have  a  borrow- 
ing rapacity  of  $3,800,000,  a?  he  says;  which  is  cor- 
rect, presuming,  I  suppose,  on  the  future,  some- 
what. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18— Not  at  all. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10-  Well,  allowing  there  is 
$3,800,000.    He  tioes  on,  then,  to  say  concerning  that: 

'T  contend  that  a  large  city  like  this  shouid  keep 
themselves  in  a  condition  to  be  able  to  borrow  a 
large  sum  of  money  at  any  time  when  their  necessi- 
ties are  such  that  they  must  do  it  to  meet  their  obli- 
gations. This  park  scheme  is  not  a  necessity,  it  is  a 
luxury.    Can  we  afford  to  have  it?" 

"Look  at  the  cost.  Four  per  cent,  interest  on 
$800,000  will  be  $32,000;  loss  of  taxes  on  $550,000, 
$8360.  This  makes  a  loss  of  $10,360.  Forty  thou- 
sand dollars  which  will  have  tube  put  111  vour  tax 
levy  every  year:  and  you  may  rest  assuied,  that  when 
you  have  bought  and  paid  for  this  land,  the  cost 
of  the  laud  is  but  a  drop  in  the  bucket  compared 
with  the  expense  of  keeping  it.  You  will  be  asked 
to  appropriate  not  less  than  $100,901  every  year  for 
the  care  of  this  park." 

"Now,  Mr.  Tresident  and  gentlemen  of  the 
Council,  I  contend,  no  matter  what  our  1<  gal 
rights  may  be,  we  have  110  moral  right  to  adopt 
any  course  of  action  that  will  put  our  city  in 
auv  such  condition.  For  in  the  minds  of  a  lar«e 
number  of  our  citizens  the  question  is  asked, 
Do  we  need  four  hundred  acres  ot  land  for  a 
park  in  any  one  place?  And  the  answer  comes: 
No,  we  do  not  wantlarge  parks;  we  are  not  situated 
like  the  other  large  cities;  our  suburban  towns  m 
every  direction,  drive  which  way  you  will,  are  a  suc- 
cession of  parks,  not  equalled  in  this  country." 

"Now,  do  we  want  400  acres  more?  I  sav  we  do 
not  want  it  at  the  price  proposed  to  nay  f:  r  it,  or  at 
any  price." 

"1  would  commence  in  the  very  poorest  neighbor- 
hoods to  do  it,  and  I  would  make  them  just  as  hand- 
some as  our  Public  Garden.  Having  done  this,  then 
turn  our  attention  to  the  outlying  woods,  which  to- 
day have  no  wants  for  a  park." 

"Has  such  an  emergency  arisen?  I  don't  think  it 
has.  Let  it  be  said  of  the  Council  ot  1880  that  they 
have  not  inaugurated  any  scheme  by  which  the  pres- 
ent debt  of  the  high  rate  of  taxation  will  be  in- 
creased." 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8—1  would  like  to  ask 
wh.il  the  gentleman  is  reading  from— whose  re- 
marks? 

■Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10-1  am  reading  fiom  the 
speech  of  the  gentleman  trout  Ward  is,  mad 
year,  with  regard  to  parks,  when  he  was  strongly 
opposed  to  them.  Now  he  is  in  favor  of  them,  and 
the  case  is  exactly  the  same  as  it  was  last  year,  witli 
the  exception  ot  $600,000  borrowing  capacity,  and 
that  is  a  very  .-mall  item  in  a  city  as  large  as  Boston, 
when    we  should   keep   ourselves   in  such  condition 
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that  we  can  borrow  at  any  time  tbree  or  five  millions 
01  dollars.  And  it  we  pass  these  park  orders  ic 
brings  us  up  nearly  to  the  limit  of  our  borrowing  ca- 
pacity; not  so  near  as  last  yeai,  but  so  near  that  I 
do  not  tjink  tbe  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee  has  auy  right  to  recommend  the  ex- 
penditure of  so  large  a  sum.  And  I  have 
shown  by  bis  remarks  that  he  was  opposed  to 
it  last  year,  not  because  the  expense  was  so  large, 
simply,  but  because  we  did  not  need  parks.  I  am 
surprised  that  he  has  changed  and  that  tbe  influence 
of  the  Park  Committee  has  brought  him  oyer  to  their 
side;  but  they  seem  to  have  done  so — body  and  soul, 
— my  neighbor  say*:  body  and  heart. 

JVlr.  Rosuosky,  of  Ward  f6,  moved  the  previous 
question . 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11 — I  hope  the  previous 
question  will  not  be  ordered.  It  seems  to  me  that 
on  a  matter  of  such  importance  as  this  we  ought  to 
have  a  perfectly  free  discussion.  We  ought  not  to 
choke  off  agitation  in  a  matter  involving  so  large  an 
expenditure  and  involving  all  these  park  schemes. 
If  we  are  to  choke  off  each  one  with  the  previous 
question,  there  is  no  use  in  having  any  debate.  I 
think  we  ought  to  have  the  freest  debate,  and  let 
each  one  have  a  chance.  I  have  something  I  would 
like  to  have  said  on  tins  subject,  although  not  very 
much. 

Mr.  Kosnosky  of  Ward  16 — As  I  stated  at  first, 
when  the  previous  question  was  ordered  on  the 
ameDdmeut  of  the  geatleman  from  Ward  10,  this 
question  has  been  before  us  tor  the  last  three 
months,  and  every  member  has  had  a  chance  to  call 
it  up  and  give  us  his  view.  As  I  understand  it,  every 
mernbet  of  this  Council  is  prepared  to-night  to  vote 
on  this  question,  for  or  against  it.  Tbey  have  inves- 
tigated it  already,  and  I  do  not  think  any  member 
could  change  any  vote  here  this  evening,  if  he  should 
speak  an  hour.  It  would  be  mere  waste  of  time, 
hope  the  previous  question  will  oe  ordered. 

The  Piesident  put  the  question:  Shall  the  main 
question  be  now  put?  and  declared  it  lost. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16  doubted  the  vote,  and  a 
division  being  had,  the  main  question  was  ordered, 
32  for,  24  against. 

The  question  was  then  on  the  passage  of  the  order, 
and  the  order  failed  to  pass;  yeas  43,  nays  20,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Barry,  Bowker,  Brown,  H.  Clapp,  H.  B. 
Clapp,  Conlin,  Connell,  Costello,  Cronin,  Daly, 
Dana,  Denny,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Eddy,  Far- 
well.  Fisk,  Fitzpatrick,  Ford,  Uove,  Hart,  Hilton, 
Hosley,  Lauten,  Maguire,  Mathews,  McCormick, 
McNainara,  Means,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Murphy,  Pow- 
ers, Pray,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Rusnosky,  Smith,  Tee- 
van,  Wakefield,  Walsh,  Wharton,  Whitmore,  Har 
rison — 43. 

Nays — Boyle,  Brimbecom,  Child, Cotton, Cummings, 
Dudley,  Emery,  Folan,  Freeman.  Huntress,  Lovell, 
J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  Morrison.  Mullett,  Pope, 
Swan,  Viles,  Welch,  Wheeler,  Williams— 20. 

Absent  or  not  voting—  Bartlett,  Beal,  Bigelow, 
J.  Doherty,  Greenougb,  Harding,  P.  J.  McLaughlin, 
Parkman— 8. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote,  and 
on  his  motion  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

City  Point  Park. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten,  of  Ward  14,  the  Council 
took  up  the  order  for  $100,000  for  ihe  City  Point 
park. 

The  question  was  upon  the  amendment  offered  by 
Mr.  Freeman,  of  Ward  10,  providing  that  the  land 
shall  be  purchased,  ihe  original  order  providing  that 
it  may  be  purchased  or  tiken. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19 — It  seems  to  me  to  be  use- 
less to  take  another  vote  on  this  park  question,  there- 
fore I  move  that  the  order  lie  on  the  taole. 

Mi.  Greenougb  of  Ward  9—1  trust  that  older  will 
not  lie  on  the  taole.  I  think  there  may  be  some 
change  in  the  vote  on  that  question.  I  certainly  do 
not  feel  culled  upon  to  vote  against  any  other  park, 
except  the  West  Roxbury  park.  For  one  I  would 
like  to  vote  tor  this  order. 

The  question  on  laying  the  order  on  the  table  was 
put  and  declared  carried. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Ward  11,  doubted  the  vote;  a  di- 
visiou  was  had,  and  the  motion  was  lost — 12  tor  and 
28  against. 

The  question  was  then  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — Do  I  understand  that 
the  amendment  is  the  same  as  was  in  print,  and  that 
it  limits  the  expenditure  in  the  same  way? 

The  President — Tbe  amendment  is  the  same  a 
was  in  print. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— It  is  intended  to  limit 
the  purchase? 


The  President— The  Chair  will  read  the  order  for 
the  gentleman's  information. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Warn  12— Perhaps  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  10  can  save  time  bystatiDg  the  effect 
of  this  amendment.  If  I  understand  it  is  merely  to 
prevent  the  Park  Commissioners  from  takiug  instead 
of  purchasing. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— The  order  is  exactly 
similar  to  the  others  which  I  have  offered  authoriz- 
ing the  purchasing  and  not  the  taking  of  land,  ex- 
cept that  the  amount  is  increased  by  $50,000.  In 
the  order  which  I  offered  Ima-de  the  amount 
$150,000.  The  older  of  the  Council  provides  for 
$100,000. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  would  inquire  also 
whether  this  amendment  does  not  fix  certiin  limits 
which  are  different  from  ihose  in  the  original  order. 
I  have  been  Informed  that  it  is  quite  a  change,  and 
that  the  seeming  liberality  in  giving  $50,000  more  is 
a  mere  tiap;  that  it  changes  the  bounds  in  such  a  way 
thattheland  cannot  be  purchased  atits  assessed  value 
for  tbe  money  appropriated. 

Mr.  Freeujau  of  Wurd  10 — The  order  is  like  the  or- 
der of  last  year, and  providesf'or  tbe  same  land  which 
was  provided  for  in  the  order  of  last  year,  the  same 
land  which  has  been  considered  by  tbe  commission- 
ers, the  same  land  that  is  shown  on  the  plan, — the 
nlan  that  I  have.  I  reported  in  favor  of  the  South 
Boston  park,  and  I  shall  vote  for  it.  I  think  that 
$150,000  should  be  sufficient  to  buy  that  land,  and  I 
am  perfectly  willing  to  vote  that  amount  for  the 
South  Boston  park. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14 — The  assessed  valuation  of 
the  laud  to  be  taken  by  the  Commissioners  is  some- 
thing like  $94,000.  We  have  heard  it  said  that  the 
City  Point  park  requires  a  large  exnenditure  for  fill- 
ing it  up.  That  is  not  so.  Whai  the  people  of  South 
Boston  ask  at  the  preseDt  time  is  the  eight  and  one- 
half  acres  of  upland,  leaving  the  filling  to  be  done 
hereafter.  I  think  anyone  can  see  that  the  natural 
beauty  and  favorable  location  of  this  park  are  great, 
and  will  be  appreciated.  I  am  not  physically  able  to- 
night to  make  any  speech  on  the  subject,  but  I  think 
so  much  has  been  said  that  the  Council  understand 
it.  I  must  say  that  in  conversation  with  the  Park 
Commissioners  I  find  their  opinion  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  is  that  he 
means  to  defeat  the  whole  park  scheme.  I  have 
come  to  about  the  same  conclusion.  I  thiuk  that  is 
what  he  means.  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  that 
the  amendment  should  be  adopted,  and  I  hope  it  will 
not  be.  I  do  hope  we  will  take  a  vote  on  the  City 
Point  park  to  night,  and  either  carry  it  through  or 
defeat  it,  whichever  is  desirable.  I  ibink  it  ought  to 
be  settled  tel'ore  the  election. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1 — This  discussion  has  some- 
what blinded  me.  I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  14  if  the  boundary  lines  of  this  park 
have  beeu  changed  from  what  they  were  last  year. 
If  I  understand  they  propose  to  build  a  seawall  and 
inside  of  the  seawall  was  to  be  filled  and  then  their 
park  was  to  be  built  there,  including  what  land 
they  bought  on  the  uplands.  Now,  if  I  un- 
derstand the  gentleman  aright,  he  says  they 
are  not  going  to  do  the  tilling.  1  think 
ic  has  quite  a  be  iring  upon  this  question,  because,  in 
looking  over  that  property  there  were  a  great  many 
people  against  this  project  because  of  the  enormous 
expense  that  would  be  incurred  in  filling  it  and  then 
producing  a  park  afte"-  it  is  filled.  I  would  like  to 
have  him  state  whether  that  must  be  cone. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14 — 1  will  say  this:  that  nei- 
ther the  Park  Cotnrm>sioners  nor  anybody  else,  in 
print  or  otherwise,  has  saia  anything  about  building 
a  seawall.  If  the  gentleman  can  produce  it  1  would 
like  to  see  it.  There  has  been  a  picture  presented  to 
the  City  of  Boston  representing  what  might  be  made 
of  the  park,  anil  there  the  gentleman  will  see  a 
seawall;  but  the  Park  Commissioners  have  never 
said  anything  about  a  seawall,  and  I  do  not  know 
of  anybody  who  has.  As  far  as  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners are  concerned,  I  think  the  only  line  they  ever 
gave  was  tbe  Commissioners'  line,  which  runs  out 
perhaps  half  way  from  Citv  Point  to  Fort  Indepen- 
dence. But  there  has  never  been  an\  thing  said 
about  a  seawall,  to  my  recollection,  and  the  Park 
Commissioners  have  never  made  any  report  about 
what  they  would  have  there. 

LUNCH. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19 — I  rise  to  a  question 
of  privilege.  I  wish  to  offer  an  order  at  this 
time. 

The  President— Will  thegentleman  from  Ward  14 
give  way. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Maguire,  of  Ward  19,  offered  an  order  that 
the  City  Messenger  be  directed  to  provide  a  lunch  in 
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the  a»te-r  om  for  the  Common  Council  and  the  re- 
porters, ihe  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  contingent 
fund  c  f  the  Common  Council. 

Toe  order  was  read  once,  and  the  question  being 
put  ou  giving  it  a  second  reading,  "t  was  declared  to 
De  lost. 

Mr.  Devlin,  of  Ward  13,  diluted  the  vote. 

Mr.  Emery,  of  Ward  18,  moved  that  the  vote  be 
verified  by  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Warn  s,  moved  that  the  whole 
matter  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion  to  indefinitely 
postpone,  and  it  was  declared  lost.  Mr.  Fitzpatrick 
doubted  tre  vote  and  on  a  division  the  motion  was 
1081,  12  lor,  18  agiinst. 

The  question  was  then  on  ordering  Ihe  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19—1  hope  the  yeas  and  nays 
will  not  be  ordered  on  a  Joining  matter  like  this.  It 
seen. s  to  me  that  at  this  late  hour  it  is  unnecessary. 
I  think  a  rising  vote  will  del  ermine  this  question,  and 
we  are  not  called  upon  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Council  by  such  a  delay. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13 — I  do  not  care  whether  it  i- 
a  yea  and  nav  vote  or  a  rising  vote,  because  I  have 
been  informed  by  one  of  the  messengers  that  the 
viands  are  here;  that  is  the  idea.  I  understand  it 
has  been  ordered  and  is  here  in  the  ante-roooi. 

Mr.  Huutress  of  Ward  11— T  am  not  one  who  advo- 
cates lunches,  but  as  the  lunch  is  here,  and  as  it  is 
twen*v-nve  minutes  of  twelve,  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
nonsense  and  an  aesthetically  sentimental  idea  not 
to  vote  for  it.  I  do  not  know  whether  any  political 
capital  can  be  made  bv  voting  against  it. 

Mr.  Emery  of  Ward  18— If  because  thj  lunch  is 
here  we  must  take  it  without  voting  upon  it,  that 
argument  would  be  available  ou  every  occasion.  It 
would  be  easy  enough  to  find  gentlenieD  who  would 
provide  us  a  lunch  witli  such  an  understanding.  If 
gentlemen  are  willing  to  vote  for  ii,  why  make  so 
much  talk  about  it?  Tue  yeas  and  navs  might  have 
been  taken  by  this  t'tne.  I  want  the  yeas  and  nays 
called. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10 — As  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Accounts,  perhaps  I  can  speak  with 
more  intelligence  on  this  matter  than  some  others. 
I  am  in  favor  of  th  s  lunch.  If  the  members  of  the 
Council  are  willing  to  stay  here  and  do  work  until 
one  o'clock  each  morning,  I  do  not  believe  that  any- 
body has  any  objection  to  their  having  lunches.  1 
have  often  thought  it  proper,  am  perfectly  willing 
there  should  he  one,  and  will  vote  for  it  myself.  I 
am  always  ready  to  stay  here  until  any  time  in  the 
morning  in  order  to  get  the  work  done  that  it  is 
necessary  should  be  doi  e.  We  have  a  gre»t  deal  of 
work  before  us,  and  I  hope  we  can  stay  here  to-night 
until  we  ge:  through  with  a  great  deal  of  it— parKs 
and  everything  else.  I  hope  the  Council,  without 
orderiug  the  yeas  and  nays,  will  vote  unanimously 
for  this. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  move  that  the 
Council  now  take  a  recess  of  ten  minut-s  for  the  pur- 
pose of  lunching.  That  will  avoid  calling  the  yeas 
anil  pays. 

The  President — The  Chajr  will  rule  the  motion  out 
of  order,  as  it  is  necessary  to  provide  a  lunch  before 
partaking  of  it. 

.Mr.  Daly  of  Ward  6—1  would  ask  that  the  Clerk 
of  the  Common  Council  be  instructed  to  take  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  emery  paper. 

The  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  yeas  and 
nays  and  it  was  declared  to  be  lost.  Mr.  Emery,  of 
Ward  18,  doubted  the  vote  and  ou  a  division  the  mo- 
tion iras  lost,  7  for  and  4!J  against. 

The  order  »as  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Freeman,  of  Ward  1U,  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  net  prevail.    Lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Parkin-ail,  ot  Ward  9,  the  Coun- 
cil took  a  recesB  of  fifteen  minutes. 

City  Point  /'ark—ltemmed. 

After  recess  the  Council  resumed  a  consideration 
of  the  order  iu  regard  to  the  City  Point  park. 

Mr.  Lovell— Before  the  recess  I  a-ked  the  gentle- 
man fmiu  Ward  14  in  regard  to  the  stone  wall  be- 
tween tlie  nlling  au'.'.  the  upland  for  the  South  Bos- 
ton park.  I  wish  to  state  again  that  when  the 
Council  wa- there  last  summer  it  was  distinctly  ex- 

f  Imned  to  them,  an  i  they  understood  perfectly,  and 
rciiic.nber  plainly  the  gentlemen  estimating  the 
cost  of  the  wall,  to  be  built  and  the  land  till- 
ing, and  the  large  amount  of  money  it  would 
take  to  make  a  park  of  it.  I  find  now 
by  conversing  with  gentlemen,  that  the  Council  have 
been  misled,  and  that  'hey  do  not  intend  to  have 
such  a  th'ng.  I  inu-t  say  that  affects  my  vote  on  this 
mail'  r  materially,  a'  d  perhaps  there  are  others  who 


are  acting  in  the  same  way.  J«ow,  I  understand  you 
propose  to  take  the  land  belweeh  First  and  Sixth 
and  Q  streets,  and  that  there  is  no  intention  to  build 
that  wall  at  such  an  enormous  expense.  It  certainly 
has  changed  my  mind  on  this  subject. 

Mr.-Folan  of  Ward  13— The  gentleman  from  Ward 
1  has  slated  about  all  there  is  to  be  said,  as  far  as  the 
wall  is  concerned.  I  believe  it  was  reported  around 
at  one  time  that  ix,  would  be  necessary  to  have  a  stone 
wall  there.  I  think  the  people  of  South  Boston  are 
satisfied  if  the  city  will  buy  the  land  without  building 
the  8ione  wall.  That  is  all  we  want,  Give  us  the 
land  and  it  is  all  we  want.  Argumeut  in  this  Coun- 
cil is  unnecessary  lor  the  South  Boston  park.  1  don't 
know  anything  I  could  say  to  enlighten  the  members 
further.  It  we  had  the  West  Koxbury  nark  it  would 
be  almost  as  far  to  go  as  Nantasket  Beach.  For  that 
reason,  because  the  people  are  so  desirous  of  it,  I 
hope  we  shall  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Clapp  of  Ward  14— As  I  under-tand ,  the  people 
of  South  Boston  do  not  desire  this  park  completed 
immediately,  but  only  to  secure  the  land  to  prevent 
its  being  buili  upon.  I  understand  there  are  one  or 
two  builders  desirous  of  building  there  now.  I  have 
never  beard  of  any  wall  desired  there  except  a 
rip-rap  wall  which  need  not  be  built  for  many 
years. 

Mr.  Brown  ot  Ward  23— It  would  have  given  me  a 
great  deal  of  pleasure  to  express  my  opinion  upon 
the  great  and  important  matter  of  parks,  when  tne 
West  Roxbury  park  was  an.  But  I  have  been  sick, 
and  it  is  almost  dangerous  lor  me  to  be  here  at  this 
hour  in  the  morning.  I  have  not  been  able  to  put  my 
spirit  and  voice  in  what  I  consider  should  be  done  in 
regard  to  the  West  Roxbury  park.  lam  glad  this  love- 
feast  and  glorious  matter  is  to  come  up  agaiu,  and  I 
hope  I  shall  teel  better  than  I  do  to-night.  In  rela- 
tion to  this  South  Boston  park,  I  am  ready  to  discuss 
and  vote  upon  it,  and  all  the  other  matters  thai  the 
Aldermen  have  passed,  and  to  act  upon  them  ou 
their  merits.  I  am  ready  to  vote  for  the.  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  in,  to  limit  the  amount 
purchased,  and  I  will  give  you  mv  reasons.  A  man 
by  tne  name  ef  Scott,  livint-  in  Ward  23,  owns  land 
in  tnat  territory  in  Suuth  Boston.  He  does  not  want 
this  iaud  taken  for  park  purposes,  and  he  told  me  he 
wished  me  to  state  his  position  to  the  Council  when 
this  matter  came  up.  tie  is  iu  Fl  .nda  this  winter 
ou  business.  He  says  the  Park  Commissioners 
awarded  him  .*J25,0(iii  for  his  portion,  and  he 
values  it  at  wlo'.j.Oud,  .tnd  he  would  rather  Keep  it  as 
it  is  than  sell  it  tor  that.  I  make  the  statement  as  he 
requested  I  should,  so  that  the  Council  can  act  upon 
it  alter  knowing  his  views.  I  have  no  doubt  tuey  may 
be  extravagant.  Idoi't  kuow  any  thing  about  the 
value  of  this  properly,  hut  I  know"  he  don't  want  to 
have  it  taken  tor  park  purposes.  I  went  oper  there 
and  tounu  his  property  was  ou  the  western  end  of 
the  proposed  park  territory.  Mr  idea  is  that  with  a 
limit  ot  $150,000  on  this  order,  the  Fark  Commis- 
sioners can  commence  at  the  easterly  end  and  come 
up  near  to  Mr.  Scott's  property  with  that  money,  and 
then  if  they  find  it  necessary  to  take  his  laud  or  buv 
it  they  can  make  the  best  trade  they  can  or  take  the 
chances  and  have  it  referred  to  a  jury.  But  wttl.  the 
understanding  tnat  this  shall  be  limited  to  .ft  lOO.Oliu, 
1  am  ready  to  rote  for  that  park,  and  when  those 
other  mutters  come  up  I  am  willing  to  give  my  vote 
on  this  scheme. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Freeman  was  adopted. 
The  order  as  amended  was  passed  to  a  second 
reading,  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 

The  order  as  amended  was  rejected,  two-thirds 
heinc  necessary,  veas  10,  nays  17: 


Hosley,  Lauten,  Lovcll,  Mathews.  Means,  U.  M. 
Morrison,  Taikman,  Powers,  Pray,  Quiglev.  Rogers, 
Viles,  Wakefield,  Walsh,  Wheeler,  Whitiiiore,  Wil- 
liams, Harrison— 40. 

Nays —  Hoyle,  Brimbecom,  Cotton,  Cutumings. 
Eddy,  Emery,  Gove,  HardiDg,  Huntress,  Maguire, 
.1.  A.  Mclaughlin,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett.  Pope, 
Swan,  Welch.  Wharton— 17. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Bartlett,  Real.  Bow- 

ker,  De ly,  C.  F.  Doherty,  j.   Doherty,   MV.Cox- 

mick.  P.  .1.  McLaughlin,  MeiNamara,  Murphv,  Ros- 
uosky,   Smith,  TeeVan— 14. 

do  motion  of  Mr.  Freeman  the  rejeetion  was  re- 
considered and  the  order  was  laid  on  ihe  cable 

Mr.  Lovell  called  up  the  order  in  regard  to  th,. 
East  Boston  park. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  suggest  that  the  IVosi 
dent  take  the  orders  upas  they  are  printed,  la  cause 
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1  sliiill   lnove  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  ordtr  for 
the  Brighton  park. 

Mr.  Lovell  Withdrew  the  call. 

Brighton  Park. 

The  order  for  $200,000  fur  the  Brighton  park  was 
next  considered 

Mr.  Bigelow  moved  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Whiltnore — 1  hope  we  shall  do  nothing  of  the 
kind,  but  on  the  contrary  we  shall  accept  ihe  amend- 
ment, as  I  suppose  tuat  is  the  soonest  way  out  of  it, 
and  then  indefinitely  postpone  the  matter.  I  think 
that  of  all  the  remarkable  propositions  made,  the 
idea  of  appropriating  more  than  the  entire  valuation 
of  the  town  of  Brighton  for  a  park  is  the  most  re- 
markable. My  idea  is  that  if  we  could  get  some  of 
the  neighboring  towns  to  accept  two  hundred  dol- 
lars and  the  Brighton  District  it  would  be  a  saving 
to  the  Cit\  of  Boston.  The  idea  that  we  have  got  to 
spend  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  enclos- 
ing the  whole  district  is  something  I  cannot 
understand.  My  impression  was  that  Brighton  is 
about  all  park,  a"d  for  that  reason  it  will 
be  about  fifiy  years  before  it  will  be  necessary  to 
enclose  the  portions  fit  for  stray  catlie  in  order  to 
protect  tue  portions  tit  for  vegetation.  I  trust  we 
shall  not  lay  it  on  the  table,  because  it  is  too  great  a 
load,  and  I  am  afraid  it  will  break  the  table  down, 
with  the  load  of  the  West  Roxbury  park  and  others. 
I  hope  we  shall  proceed  to  accept  the  amendment, 
ana  then  indefinitely  postpone  the  amended  propo- 
sition. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25—1  think,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Wat  d  12  says,  that  it  is  some  ways  in  the 
country,  and  would  be  a  good  place  for  the  gentle- 
man to  move  his  old  State  House  and  Antiquarian 
Societv.  No  doubt  it  would  take  well  among  the  en- 
lightened in  that  vicinity. 

Mr.  Freeman — I  hone  the  order  will  not  be  laid  on 
the  table,  but  indefinitely  postponed,  beceuse  the 
matter  nas  not  been  considered  by  the  Park  Commit- 
tee properly — in  fact  not  at  all,  1  think.  For  one,  as 
a  member  of  the  Park  Committee,  I  do  not  know 
where  the  proposed  park  in  Brighton  is.  None  of 
the  other  mem oers  I  have  inquired  of  know  where 
it  is.  I  should  say  that  I  have  not  inquired  of  our 
present  President;  perhaps  he  knows. 

Mr.  Bigelow — I  would  inquire  of  the  gentlemen 
why  they  recommended  the  appropriatian  of  $200,- 
000,  if  they  did  not  know  what  they  were  rscom 
mending  it  for. 

Mr.  Freeman — 1  don't  know.  If  the  gentleman 
will  read  the  minority  report  he  will  see  that  I  did 
not  think  it  had  been  well  considered. 

Mr.  Bigelow — That  carries  out  my  idea,  that  it  was 
put  in  for  the  purpose  of  catching  votes,  and  it  ap- 
pears so, 

Mr.  Freeman's  amendment  was  adopted,  and  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  ameLded  order  was  in- 
definitely postponed.  Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  re- 
consider.   Lost. 

East  Boston  Park: 

Mr.  Lovell  calied  up  the  order  for  $50,000  for  a 
park  in  East  Boston.  The  question  was  upon  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Freeman. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— The  matter  of  the  East 
Boston  park,  in  mv  opinion,  both  as  regards  the 
amount  of  exoenditure  and  the  section  of  the  city 
where  it  is  to  be  located,  is  the  most  sensible  upou 
record.  I  shall  not  go  into  the  amount  of  the  appro- 
priation. I  have  my  opinion  upon  that,  as  I  have  a 
.right  to.  But  as  to  the  needs  of  a  park  in  that  sec- 
tion of  the  city,  there  is  no  question,  and  that  is  very 
plainly  evident,  certainly,  to  those  who  reside  in 
that  section.  We  have  something  like  35,000  people 
there,  all  largely  of  the  working  classes.  We  have 
no  wealthy  men  over  there  that  can  rids  in 
chaises;  but  we  have  to  work.  As  I  said  at  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Council,  wnen  we  were  con- 
sidering the  arboretum,  that  we  could  not  be  accused 
in  our  section  of  the  city  of  voting  for  that  matter  be- 
cause we  were  lncared  near,  but  we  voted  for  it  upon 
its  merits.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  that  in  regard 
to  either  the  West  Roxbury  or  South  Boston  parks. 
So  far  as  our  section  of  the  city  is  concerned,  there 
is  no  park  that  is  proposed  that  is  of  any  par- 
ticular advantage  in  itself  as  regards  Kast  Boston. 
We  are  situated  to-day  in  this.way,  that  we  have  no 
place  for  our  children  to  even  engage  in  a  game  of 
football.  A  few  days  ago  quite  a  nuir  ber  of  boys 
were  arrested  simply  because  they  kicked  a  ball  into 
tne  street.  The*  were  carried  into  court  and  the 
noble  justice  cared  for  them.  The  question  is 
asked  why  do  boys  want  to  kick  a  football  into  the 
street?  It  is  just  as  necessary  for  a  boy  to 
want  to  kick  a  football  as  it  is  for  boys  to 
shout.    It  is  just  as  necessary  for  them  to  have  a 


place  to  play  as  it  is  for  them  to  eat.  I  say  that 
when  35,000  people  come  here  and  ask  this  City 
Council  to  uive  them  this  simple  pittance,  it  in;  my 
opinion  expresses  the  idea  that  is  Drought  in  here  by 
this  committee.  As  I  said  before,  we  ask  no 
unreasonable  boon.  All  that  is  requested  is  a  small 
park,  and  the  request  is  not  unreasonable.  We 
have  a  place  in  East  Boston,  that  if  we  could  get  an 
appropriation  sufficient,  it,  would  make  one  ot  the 
most  beautiful  parks  in  the  world.  I  refer  to  the 
lot  of  land  inside  the  stone  wall  that  connects  Wood 
Island  with  Maverick  street  and  Marginal  street. 
It  would  be  impossible  to  explain  the  locution 
of  the  nroperty  to  gentlemen  here  who  have 
never  been  over  there,  but  it  is  a  piece  of  property 
vhat  if  improved  would  make  one  of  Ihe  most  beauti- 
ful parks  that  can  he  constructed  in  that  part  ot  the 
city.  I  think  the  South  Boston  park  would  pale  be- 
fore it  m  point  of  a  water  park.  We  have  our  stone 
wall  built,  so  there  need  not  be  a  scare  in  that  direc- 
tion. We  come  here  and  ask  for  what  1  think  is  a 
very  reasonable 

A  Voice — Stipend. 

Mr.  Lovell — Stipend — thank  you.  I  hope  this 
small  matter  will  be  granted. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1 — I  heartily  concur  with  my 
colleague.  I  think  there  is  great  need  for  a  park  in 
Esst  boston.  I  think  that  if  the  members  of  this 
Council  would  go  to  East  Boston  and  see  what  its 
needs  are,  tbey  would  not  hesitate  a  moment  to  vote 
for  this  small  sum.  We  as  you  know,  are  substantial- 
ly cut  off  from  the  city  proper.  It  is  a  rare  thing  to 
see  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  City  of  Boston  in 
East  Boston,  who  is  not  a  resident  there.  I  don't 
know  that  I  <=ver  saw  a  single  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil in  East  Boston  that  didn't  reside  there  except  on 
the  fourth  of  July  aud  the  time  that  the  directors  of 
the  ferries  had  their  annual  excursion,  and  the 
time  when  they  went  to  visit  the  steamer  Parisian, 
and  my  friend  from  Ward  13.  Those  are 
the  only  times  I  have  known  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil to  visit  East  Boston  this  year.  It  doesn't  seem  to 
me  that  the  Park  Committee  have  quite  done  their 
duty  in  saying  to  ihe  members  of  the  City  Council 
what  the  needs  of  the  city  are  in  regard  to  parks.  As 
my  collegue  says,  we  have  no  place  for  the  hoys  and 
girls  to  have  a  good  time,  and  romp  and  play  ball  or 
any  giroe  that  they  see  fit  to  play.  Whenever  anything 
ot  t.oat  kind  is  attempted  there  the  minions  of  the 
law  fall  down  upon  them,  take  them  in,  and  they 
are  done  for.  We  need  a  place  there.  We  need  it 
at  the  very  earliest  possible  moment,  and  as  the 
amount  reported  by  the  committee  for  East  Boston 
is  the  smallest  amount  that  could  possibly  bav.-  been 
suggested  by  any  committee,  considering  the  nature 
of  the  question,  I  hope  the  Council  will  readily  vote 
for  that  small  sum. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10— I  acree  with  the  two 
gentlemen  from  East  Boston  that  that  section  of  the 
city  should  have  a  park.  But  as  a  raeniber  of  this 
committee  and  of  this  Council  I  am  not  ready 
to  vote  for  a  park  there  unless  I  kaow  where 
it  is  going  to  be  located.  I  think  it  is  per- 
fect folly  for  a  committee  to  come  in  here 
recommending  a  park  for  East  Boston  with- 
out knowing  where  it  is  eoins>  to  be.  No  one 
can  tell  where  it  is  going  to  be.  It  can  be  out  at 
Wood  Island,  which  1  believe  is  a  swamp,  but  it  may 
be  somewhere  else.  But  I  don't  think  the  Council 
ought  to  vole  any  money  for  a  park  until  they  know 
where  the  park  is  to  be  located.  If  they  can  show  us 
some  good  spot  where  it  can  be  bought  for  $50,000, 1 
shall  be  very  happy  to  vote  for  the  order.  I  move 
that  the  whole  matter  of  the  East  Boston  park  be 
referred  bank  to  the  Park  Committee. 

Mr.  Gove — The  argument  of  tbo  gentleman  might 
be  good,  if  we  didn't  remem ber  that  within  a  very 
short  time  at  the  suggestion  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Water  Committee  on  the  part  of  this  Council,  the 
gentleman  iroin  Ward  10  and  this  Council  voted 
to  place  in  the  hands  of  a  certain  commit- 
tee $26,000  without  receiving  any  explana- 
tion at  all,  except  that  it  was  tr>  be  used 
for  the  interest  of  the  City  of  Boston  in 
the  purchase  of  water.  Now  I  think  that  if  the 
Council  can  vote  to  do  that,  they  can  vote  to 
pass  this  order  and  put  this  money  in  the  hands  of 
the  Park  Commissioners,  a  commission  which  the 
gentleman  himself  says  stands  head  and  shoulders 
above  every  other  commission  in  the  City  Govern- 
ment. It  seems  to  me  there  ought  not.  to  be  any  op- 
position in  that  quarter  iu  regard  to  this  matter. 

Mr.  Rosnosky—  The  order  referred  to  was  to  pur- 
chase a  certain  water  supply.  We  were  afraid  if  we 
should  name  the  parties  that  ye  would  not  get  it. 
The  party  Tvould  ask  more  if  he  understood  we 
had  appropriated  money  for  it.    The  gentleman  bas 
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said  that  members  of  "the  gov  era  m  rut  have  no  occa- 
sion to  go  to  East  Huston.  I  have  occasion  to  go 
over  there  ouce  a  month.  1  have  not  beenoveito 
Bee  the  plane  where  ttcy  are  to  have  a  park.  They 
merely  want  to  get  the  money,  and  1  d"n't  blame 
them.  Some  ot  the  gentlemen  haven't  got  the 
nomination  yet  ami  are  seeking  it.  'they  are  merely 
talking  to  the  35,000  people  over  ihere.  I  hope  it 
will  lie  referred  to  the  Park  Committee. 

Mr.  Lovell — It  is  delightful  to  listen  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  16,  even  upon  the  eve  of  an  election. 
He  may  know  more  to-morrow  night.  As  re- 
garde  this  East  boston  park,  two  sites  have 
been  selected,  one  called  the  reservoir  site, 
and  another  one  od  Maverick  street.  A  large 
portion  ot  our  people  favor  the  reservoir  site.  It  is 
possible  this  may  be  the  most  eligible  place  we  can 
get  with  this  860,000. 

.Mr.  Greenough—  Does  the  gentleman  desire  the 
■  play  foot  hall  in  the  reservoir? 

Mr.  Lovell — No,  sir,  not  in  the  reservoir,  but  on  the 
resei  voir  lot.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  16  has  said 
we  didn't  want  to  tate  the  location  of  the  water  be- 
cause the  owner  might  rise  in  his  price  and  it  would 
not  be  purchased.  We  might  use  tbesauie  argument 
in  regard  to  a  site  for  the  Fast  bostou  park.  If  we 
named  the  place,  possibly  the  property  might  rise  in 
value.  I  think  that  argument  applies  very  well  to 
us. 

Mr.  Freeman— $50,000  will  not  put  Wood  Island 
Hut:  in  such  eonoiiion  that  the  boys  can  kick  foot 
ball  upon  it.  1  think  it  is  very  important  that  the 
Park  Committee  should  look  into  this  matter,  and  1 
hope  it  will  be  referred  to  tbeui. 

Mr.  Lovell— The  ditierence  between  it  and  the 
Wet  Roxbury  park  is  that  we  oegin  with  a  small 
sum.  Giv  ■  us  $600,000  au.f  we  would  show  you  a 
place  where  the  boys  could  kick  football. 

Mr.  Freeman— If  the  Fark  Commissioners  will 
show  us  a  gocd  ph.ee  tor  a  park  in  East  boston  I  will 
vole  for  it,  even  if  it  costs  $100,000,  but  I  will  not 
vote  tor  $50,ono  for  a  park  we  don't  know  anything 
about. 

-Mr.  Gove — Doesn't  the  gentleman  thiDk  the  Park 
Commissioner?  are  competent  to  find  a  place  there? 

Mr.  Freeman— I  think  they  are,  but  they  should 
show  it  show  it  to  us. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  lost. 

Mr.  Freeman's  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Wharton  moved  to  indefinitely  postpone. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitniore  Hie  subject  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

M>\  Fitzpatrick  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

1'APERS   FBOIi   THE   BOARD   OF   ALDEBMEN. 

The  President  returned  to  papers  from  the  board 
of  Aldermen  remaining  to  be  acted  upon. 

Dillaway  School. 

Report  and  order  tor  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  laud 
on  Keuilworth  street,  of  anout  20,025  square  feet,  as 
a  site  lor  a  new  school  building  in  Dillaway  District, 
I  not  to  exceed  $28,000.  [Appended  is  a  mi- 
nority report,  s  gued  by  Mr.  Williams,  dissenting 
from  the.  recommendation  of  the  majority  regarding 
the  pas.-age  ot  the  above  order.] 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  from  the  Reserved 
Fund  to  an  appropriation  to  be  called ''Grammar 
Schoolnouse,  Kenilworth  street,"  ot  the  sum  of 
$28,000,  to  be  expended  for  a  site. 

Severally  as-igiied  to  the  next  meeting  at  8o'clock, 
1'.  M. 

Extra  Higlb-Service  System. 

Report  and  order  for  the  acceptance  of  Chap.  129, 
Acts  of  188).  [Appended  is  a  minority  report,  signed 
by  Mr.  Roflnosky,  recommending  that  no  action  be 
taken  on  tLe  subject  at  present.] 

Mr.  Greenougu,  of  Ward  9,  moved  that  this  and 
also  No.  15  en  the  programme,  viz.: 

Report  ami  ord.  r  for  a  loan  of  $744,000  for  the 
extension  of  the  nigh-service  of  the  Cochituate 
Water  Works — 

be  specially  assigned  to  two  weeks  from  this  meet- 
ing, at  8  o  clock,  P.  M.  He  understood  there  were 
some  opponent*  of  [bis  measure  who  will  bring  in 
something  the  committee  oesired  to  hear. 

Tin-  motion  to  assign  prevailed. 

(in  motion  of  Mr.  Freeman  the  rule  was  suspended, 
and  he  presented  the  following: 
To  the  Honorable  the  Council  of  the  City  of  boston. 

Respectfully  represent  the  undersigned  citizens  of 
Bostou  and  taxpayers  therein  that  tnalr  attention 
has  recently  been  called  to  the  subject  of  the  water 
supply  of  said  city,  and  that  in  Iheir  opinion  a  public 
hearing  should  be  had  upon  the  subject  before  the 
appropriation  of  $744,000  is  made  lor  the  high  ser- 
vice, which  thev  believe  may  be  almost  it  not  entire- 


ly saved;  wherefore  they  pray  that  said  appropria- 
tion may  be  suspended  aud  a  hearing  had  upon  said 
subject. 

Boston,  Dec.  8,  1881. 

J.  Putnam  Bradlee, 

By  J.  R.  bullard,  Alt'y. 
J.  Avery  Rich \rds. 
N.  Henry  Crafts. 
1  believe  a  hearing  should  be  granted  to  the  above 
petitioners.  joshua  D   Ball. 

B.  F.  Brooks, 
One  of  and  for  the  Estate  of  John  Simmons. 

Extension  vf  the  /Jtg/i-Senice  Works. 

The  City  Council  is  called  upon  by  the  Water 
Board  aud  its  Engineer  for  $744,0611  for  a  so-called 
extension,  of  the  High-Service  system. 

It  snould  be  called  a  reconstruction  or  rearrange- 
ment of  the  system,  as  it  means  the  abandonment  of 
the  present  pump-works,  aud  the  construction  of  en- 
tire new  works  at  Chestnut-hill  ReBcrvoir. 

This  project  was  Brsi  broached  in  1875,  and  the 
City  Engineer,  A«r.  Joseph  P.  Davis,  outlined  the 
scheme  which  may  be  briefly  described  as  follows: 

f.  A  Pumping  Station  near  Chestnut-hill  Reser- 
voir wiih  two  engines,  each  of  capacity  to  raise  10,- 
(100,000  gallons  per  day  120  feet  high. 

2.  A  30-inch  force-main  connecting  the  pumps  with 
a  reservoir  (No.  1)  upou  one  ot  the  lulls  in  the  vicin- 
ity. Reser/oir  to  be  240  feet  above  tide  level  apd  of 
15,000,000  gallons  capacity. 

3.  A  3li-iuch  supoly-inain  across  thi  townoi  Br jok- 
line  to  West  Roxbury  at  corner  of  Perkins  and 
Prince  streets;  thence  two  branches,  one  20-inch  to 
Parker-hill  Reservoir  (No.  2),  tne  other  a  24-inch  to 
Reservoir  (No.  3)  so  located  as  to  command  the  Dor- 
chester anu  West  Roxbuiy  supply. 

4.  A  16-inch  suppiy-main  from  Reservoir  No.  1  to 
Brighton. 

Mr.  Davis  estimates  the.  cost  of  the  scheme  as  fol- 
lows: 

Engine  buildings,  wells,  engine  founda- 
tions, supply  pipe,  etc  #120.000  00 

Two  engines,  capacity  10,000,000  galls. 
each 210,000  00 

Land  anu  reservoir  (No.  1J  capacity  15.- 
000,000  galls 200,000  00 

Land  and  reservoir  (No.  31  capacity  1,- 
OCO.000  galls 150,000  00 

Pipemains ■-• 340,000  00 

#1,020,000  00 
80,000  00 


Superintendence  and  contingencies. 


Total gl,100,000  00 

The  engineer  suggests  that  the  above  amount  may 
be  reduced  to  $826,000,  by  omitting  one  engine,  a 
portion  ot  the  mains  and  Reservoir  No.  3;  hut  he 
also  says:  "It  should  be  understood,  I  owever,  tbat 
the  expenditure  of  the  balance  can  be  delayed  for 
a  few  years  only;  that  by  the  time  the  work  repre- 
sented by  the  estimate  of  $825,000,  is  completed,  that 
which  is  at  first  omitted  should  be  begun." 

This  scheme  was  proposed  six  years  ago  as  a  proxi- 
mate necessity;  but,  no.  withstanding  the  enormous 
waste  ot  water  on  the  high-service  districts,  as  well 
as  throaghout  the  entire  city,  we  hav.-  got  along  very 
well  to  the  present  time. 

Now,  before  rushing  into  a  new  scheme  for  spend- 
ing a  million  dollars,  would  it  not  le  well  to  try  a 
little  economy  in  the  use  of  water?  and  also  to 
examine  the  whole  question  more  fully — (1)  as  to 
whether  or  not  a  high-service  svstem  in  conjunction 
with  brookline  may  not  he  arranged  so  that  the  high 
grounds  ot  West  Roxbury  can  be  supplied  from  their 
works.  There  :hii  be  no  question  whatever  that,  if 
brookline  were  to-day  a  part  of  boston,  the  pro- 
posed scheme  of  building  new  works  at  Chestnut-hill 
Reservoir  at  a  cost  of  a  million  of  dollars  would 
never  be  tolerated  by  a  sane  engineer,  brookline 
has  her  pump  works  located  in  the  City  of  Boston, 
and  .  raws  the  water  by  natural  filtration  from  the 
Charles  river.  Her  force  main  crosses  a  section  of 
West  Roxbury  and  connects  with  a  reservoir  on 
Fisher's  Hill,  high  enough  for  any  ot  our  high  ser- 
vice. This  force  main  passes  within  3060  feet  of  our 
12-inch  supply  main  in  West  Roxbury,  and  a  connec- 
tion could  be*  made  at  a  cost  of  $6ntl0. 

i2).  Can  not  a  considerable  part  of  Jamaica  Plain 
be  efficiently  supplied  from  our  low-service  sistem, 
thus  curtailing  the  use  ami  waste  of  water,  and  save 
the  cost  of  pumping? 

(3).  In  view  of  the  recent  trouble  with  the  quality 
of  our  Sudbury  supply,  is  it  not  worth  considering 
whether  a  reinforcement  of  our  supply  from  the 
Charles  river  by  natural  nitration  either  from  the 
Brookline  Works  or  by  independent  works,  is  not 
desirable,  and  if  so,  we  have  a  different  and  better 
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solution  of  the  high-service  difficulties  than  that 
proposed. 

Mr.  Davis,  in  1875,  estimated  the  requirements  of 
tho  high  service  at  the  rate  of  70  gallons  per  head, 
per  diem.  In  1879  he  says  tbat  40  gallons  per  head, 
per  diem,  is  a  liberal  supply  for  all  useful  purposes, 
aad  this  latter  amount  includes  all  the  manufactur- 
ing, trade,  shipping  and  railroad  supplies  which  are 
mostly  coutined  to  the  low-service.  Now,  if  40  gal- 
lons per  head  per  diem  is  an  ample  and  a  liberal  sup- 
ply for  all  such  pu<  noses,  it  is  evident  that  the  high- 
service  requirements  can  be  f  ullv  met  by  a  supply  of 
30  gallons  per  head,  per  day,  an  amount  le>s  than 
one-halt  the  preseut  amount  supplied. 

Before  spending  a  million  for  high-service  works 
and  another  million  for  Shawshine  river  works,  and 
untold  thousauds  for  futile  attempts  to  exterminate 
a  little  harmless  fresh-water  soonge,  whose  only 
fault  or  sin  consists  in  acting  in  a  uatural  sponge-like 
manner,  by  absorbing  noxious  odors  from  the  water, 
would  it  not  be  well  to  reduce  our  waste  to  a  reason- 
able figure,  and  spend  wnat  money  we  can  spare,  in 
improving  the  quality  of  the  supply  we  now  have? 

Mr.  Freeman  moved  the  printing  of  the  document 
iu  the  proceedings  and  irs  reference  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Water,  with  instruction  to  give  the  parties  a 
hearing. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  thought  the  other  orders  should  go 
to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Greenough  did  not  think  it  necessary. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Water,  with  instruction  to  give  the  parties  a  hearing. 
Muddy-Ewer  Improvement. 

Orde-  for  a  loan  of  $200,000  for  the  Muddy  river 
improvement,  to  be  expended  when  the  town  of 
Brookline  shall  co  operate  and  appropriate  a  like 
sum. 

Mr.  Freeman  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute: 

Ordered,  Tuat  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  hereby 
is  authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  for  the  purchase  of  not  less 
than  seventy -five  acres  of  laud,  for  a  public  park, 
for  the  Muddy-river  improvement,  substantially  iu 
accordance  with  a  plan  suDmitied  by  the  Park  Com- 
missioners in  City  Document  No.  130, 1881,  whenever 
the  town  of  Brookline  shall  co-operate  and  appropri- 
ate a  proportionate  sum  for  said  improvement,  the 
sum  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars;  the  bonds  or 
cer.ificates  of  debt  to  be  issued  in  negotiating  said 
loau  to  be  denominated  on  the  face  thereof,  the 
"Public  Park  Loan,"  and  to  bear  such  rate  of  inter- 
est as  the  Committee  on  Finance  may  determiue;  and 
the  Park  Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to 
expend  said  sum  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  substitute  was 
ordered  printed,  and  the  whole  subject  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Loved  moved  to  adjourn.     Lost. 

CHARLES-RIVER    EMBANKMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Freeman  rhe  Council  proceeded 
to  consider  the  order  for  a  loan  of  .$300,000  for  the 
taking  of  lands  for  the  Charles-river  embankment, 
the  same  being  among  unfinished  business. 

Mr.  ereeman  offered  the  following  as  a  subs'i- 
tute: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  he  and  he  here- 
by is  authorized  to  borrow,  undei  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  for  tbe  purchase  of  laud 
for  a  public  park,  substantially  iu  accordance  with 
plan  submitted  by  the  Park  Commissioner*  in  City 
Document  No.15, 1880,  and  described  as  the  "Charles- 
River  Embankment,  Section  A,"  embiaciug  the  ter- 
ritory bounded  by  the  westerly  line  of  Charles  street, 
between  Craigie's  and  West  Boston  bridges,  the  sum 
of  5?3O0,O00,  the  bonds  or  certificates  of  debt  to  be 
denominated  on  the  face  thereof  "Puolic  Park 
Loan,"  and  to  be  at  such  rate  of  interest  as  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  may  determine:  and  the  Park 
Commissioners  are  heieby  authorized  to  expend  said 
sum  for  tbe  purpose  aforesaid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Freeman  the  substitute  was  or- 
dered printed,  and  the  subject,  was  laid  on  the   table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  rule  was  sus- 
pended to  allow  reports  of  committees  to  be  sub- 
mitted, with  the  understanding  that  all  debatable 
matters  shad  go  over. 

REPORTS   FROM  THE   COMMITTEE    ON  ORDINANCES. 

Mr.  Whitmore  submitted  sundry  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Ordinances,  as  follows: 
City  Architect. 

Report  in  response  to  an  order  directing  the  com- 
mittee to  report  au  ordinance  requiring  the  City 
Architect  to  devoce  the  whole  of  his  time  to  the  ser- 
vice of  the  city,  recommending  the  passage  ot  the 
following: 


An  Ordinance 

To  Amend  an  Ordinance  iu  Relation  to  Buildings, 
Be  it  ordained,  &c. 

Section  1.  Section  19,  of  the  ordinance  in  relation 
to  buildings,  printed  on  page  136  of  the  edition  of 
statutes  and  ordinances  tor  1876,  is  hereby  amended 
by  aiding  thereto  the  following  words:  '-And  shall 
devote  the  whole  of  his  time  to  the  service  of  the 
City  of  Boston." 

Resignation  of  Officers. 

Report  on  the  order  requesting  the  Mayor  to  peti- 
tion for  the  passage  of  a  law  defining  the  method  of 
resigning  elective  or  other  public  offices— That  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

Powers  of  the  Common  Council. 

Report  on  the  order  Qiiecting  tbe  President  ot  the 
Common  Cojncil  to  petition  the  legislature,  in  be- 
half of  said  Council,  tor  an  act  transferring  the 
powers  and  duties  held  and  performed  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  as  County  Commissioners,  &c,  lothe 
City  Council.  That  as  the  subject  paniculary  affects 
,the  puwersand  privileges  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
itcanuoc  properly  be  considered  by  a  joint  committee. 
Occupation  of  /Streets  for  Building  Purposes. 

Report  on  the  ordinance  to  amend  the  ordinance 
in  relation  to  "treets,  recommending  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  ordinance  in  lieu  of  he  one  which 
was  referred  to  them : 

An  Ordinance 
To  amend   an   Ordinance  in   Relation  to  the  Occu- 

pan,  y  of  Streets  for  Building  Purposes. 
Be  it  ordained,  &c. 

Section  1.  Section  2  of  the  ordinance  in  relation 
to  the  occupancy  of  streets  for  building  purposes, 
passed  October  2,  1877,  is  hereby  amended  by  adding 
tbe  following  words:  "Whoever  shall  maliciously  or 
wantonly,  and  without  legal  cause,  extiuguisli  or 
diininisb  any  light  fixed  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  this  sectiou,  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  ot  not 
less  thau  ten  dollars,  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars." 
Closing  of  City  Hall  by  the  Mayor. 

Report  on  the  order  authorizing  ttie  Mayor  to  or- 
der City  Hall  and  other  public  offices  to  be  closed 
for  any  period,  not  exceeding  one  'lay  at  a  time, 
whenever  he  deems  such  action  expedient — That  the 
order  ought  to  pass. 

The  several  papers  were  received  and  laid  over 
without  reading. 

RAILROAD  TO  MYSTIC  PUMPING  STATION. 

Mr.  Greeuougb,  of  Ward  9,  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Water  on  the  order  referred 
by  the  Common  Council  for  tne  Mayor  to  execute  the 
bond  required  of  this  city  by  the  city  of  Somerville 
in  granting  the  railroad  location  over  Boston  avenue 
in  Somerville  for  the  use  of  the  Boston  Water  Board, 
Tbat  ;he  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  aod  said  order  was  passed  in 
concurrence.  Mr.  Greenough  moved  to  reconsider. 
Lost. 

Mr.  Fitzpatriek  offered  an  order,  but  Mr.  Whar- 
ton raised  the  poiut  that  tbe  rule  was  suspeuded  t« 
allow  only  reporis  of  committees  to  be  submitted, 
and  the  Pi— sident  ruled  the  point  well  taken. 

THE  DEAN  SCHOOLHOUSE. 
Mr.  Clapp,  of  Ward  14,  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  on 
the  order  to  "examine  the  Dean  scboolhouse  o» 
Wall  street  and  report  whether  better  accommoda- 
tions should  not  be  provided  for  scholais  in  that  dis- 
trict."— That  they  have  visited  the  premises  and 
made  a  thorough  examination  of  the  building,  which 
they  found  neat  and  cleanly.  '  he  house  is  located 
in  a  narrow  street  and  closely  connected  with  the 
surrounding  buildings,  thus  shutting  out  much  light 
and  air.  The  ventilation  of  the  various  rooms  con- 
sists of  a  shaft  leading  from  each  room  to  the 
roof,  capped  by  an  Emerson  ventilator.  In  ad- 
dition, there  are  in  each  room  two  Eureka  ventilators 
in  good  working  order.  Your  committee  have  direc- 
ted new  shafts  to  be  placed  in  the  rooms  on  one  siite 
of  the  building  of  the  "Mahan  patent,"  beiug  the 
same  system  as  that  employed  in  many  of  our  mod- 
em schooihouses,  and  proving  a  good  method  for 
ventilation,  should  this  system  prove  as  satisfac- 
tory upon  its  completion,  the  same  means  can  be  em- 
ployed to  veutilate  the  other  half  of  the  house. 
Tbev  do  not  deem  it  practicable  to  recommend  action 
on  the  accompanying  order  at  the  present  tune,  but. 
rather  to  await  the  presert  test  for  improving  the 
ventilation  of  the  building.  In  the  event  of  the 
present  methods  of  ventilation  not  proving  success- 
ful, they  would  recommend  the  erection  of  a  new 
building  in    some  other  locality  where    more    light 
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and  air  cau  be  obtained,  and  the  surroundings    are 
less  objectionable. 

Ordered  printed  and  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  fi.45  P.  M. 

BRANCH  LIBRARY  AT  MATTAPAN. 

Mr.  Dudley,  of  Ward  4,  submitted  a  report  tram 
the  Joint  Committee  on  .Public  Library,  on  petition 
of  fieri.  L.  Burt  and  others,  for  a  branch  library  at 
Mattapan— That  the  Board  of  Trustees  propose  to 
establish  a  branch  delivery  in  that  sectinn  of  the 
city,  ar.d,  as  this  arrangement  is  satisfactory  to  the 
petitioners,  no  further  action  is  necessary  on  th« 
part  of  the  City  Council. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Do'jert;-,  of  Ward  2,  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

THE  DILLAWAY  SCHOOL  DISTRICT. 
The  Council  next  proceeded  to  unfinished  busines*. 
Order  to  provide  additional  accommodation   for 
grammar  pupils  in  Dillaway  School  District. 
Passed.    Sent  up. 

PAY  OF  THE  LAMPLIGHTERS  FOR  CHRISTMAS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Teevan  of  Ward  19,  the  rule 
was  suspended,  and  he  offered  the  following  order: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  directed  t« 
pay  the  several  lamplighters  employed  by  the  City 
of  Boston  on  the  24th  instant,  instead  of  on  the  regit 
lar  pay-day,  and  that  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps 
he  requested  to  cause  the  paj-rolls  to  be  submitted  t» 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts  in  season  to  have  this  order 
carried  into  effect. 

WTNCHELL  PRIMARY  SCHOOLYARD  FENCE. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Ward  8,  the  rule 
was  suspended,  and  he  offered  an  order — That  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be  requested  to  re- 
move the  wooden  fence  standing  in  front  of  the 
Winchell  r'rimary  school  building  on  Blossom  street, 
and  substitute  an  iron  fence  in  place  thereof. 


The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Teevan  movei  ft  re- 
consideration.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Maguire  moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Common,  understanding  that  many  of  the  fences  are 
to  be  taken  down. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  said  he  intended  to  have  it  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  as  they 
have  charge  of  it. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Common 
was  lost. 

Mr.  Maguire  moved  that  the  committee  be  in- 
structed to  confer  with  the  Committee  on  Common. 

Mr.  Whitniore  suggested  that  that  would  be  done 
withoot  any  instructions,  and  Mr.  Magure  thought 
the  instructions  were  necessary. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  refer  was  declared 
lost,  and  Mr.  Means  doubted  the  vote,  and  the  Coun- 
cil was  divided,— 3  for,  12  against, — and  the  motion 
was  declared  lost. 

Mr.  Whitmore  raised  the  point  that  a  quorum  had 
not  voted,  and  the  President  said  he  thought  there 
was  a  quorum  present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  ,-he  roll  was  called: 

Present — Bigelow,  Boyle,  Brimbecom,  Child,  Cou- 
ncil, Costello,  Cummlngs,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Fisk,  Fitz- 
patrick, Freeman,  Gove,  Hart,  Huntress,  Lovell,  Ma- 
guire, N.  M.  Morrison,  Pope,  Quigley,  Rosnosky, 
Viles,  Wi'Wetield,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Whijnore, 
Williams,  Harrison — 27. 

Absent — Barry,  Bartlett,  Beal,  Bowker,  Brown, 
H.  Clapp,  H.B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Cotton,  Cronin,  Daljs, 
Dana,  Denuey,  Devlin,  J.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy, 
Emery,  Farw'ell,  Folan,  Ford,  Grcenough,  Hard- 
ing, Hilton,  Hosley,  Lauten,  Mathews,  McCormick, 
J.  A.  McLaughlin, P.  J.  McLaughlin,  McNamara, 
Means,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Murphy,  ParkmaD, 
Powers,  Pray,  Rogers,  Smith,  Swan,  Teevan,  Walsh, 
Welch— 44. 

A  quorum  not  being  present-,  the  President  de- 
clared the  Council  adjourned,  at  1.30  A.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
PECEMBEK    13,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  at  4  o'clock)  P.  M.,  Alderman 
O'Brien,  Chairman,  presiding, 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  GommUtee  on  Pavi/ng — Oliver  Ditson  and 
others,  that  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  be 
directed  to  ran  cars  trom  Uphain's  corner  to  Geneva 
avtnue  and  thence  to  Temple  place,  and  to  relay 
rails  on  Bowdoin  street,  &c. 

Ann  Maloney,  for  additional  grade  damages  at  9T 
West  Fifth  street. 

Marv  M-d-pbv,  for  additional  grade  damages  at  97 
West  Fifth  street. 

American  Bell  Telephone  Co.,  for  leave  to  erect 
poles  in  Condor  and  Border  streets,  East  Boston. 

Arthur  W.  Austin  and  others,  for  plank  walk  ou 
South  street  from  the  Unitarian  Church  to  Roslin- 
dale  station. 

Tompkins  and  Hill  and  others,  for  a  flagging  cross- 
ing on  Tremont  street  at  No.  162. 

J.  H.  Skinner  and  others,  for  a  plank  wa'k  on  Sag- 
amore street,  Dorchester. 

Eastern  R.  R.  Co.,  to  relocate  their  tracks  on  Aus- 
tin street,  Charlestown. 

Petitions  for  brick  sidewalks  ir.  front  of  estates  of 
Russell  Stureis,  ad,  190  Marlborous: 'i  street;  Henry 
Whitwell,  385  Commonwealth  avenue;  Vinal  & 
Dodge,  287  and  289  Beacon  street;  L.  M.  Chase, 
Winslow,  corner  Zeigler  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection 
of  Buildings — Manson  &  Whiting,  to  erect  a  woodeu 
building  on  637  Main  street,  Ward  4. 

To  tit*  Com  md tee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board — Petition  for  leave  to  occupy  stable  as  follows : 
William  H.  Hart,  frame  stable,  20  horses,  Ninth 
street,  near  H  street,  Ward  14:  Catherine  E.  Bleiler, 
new  woo<ien,  two  horses.  Heath  place,  Ward  22;  .1. 
H.  Pole  &  Co.,  new  wooden,  40  horses.  Rutherford 
street,  Ward  4;  Wm.  McCarthy,  new  wooden,  1 
horse,  Bailey  street,  near  Washington  street,  Ward 
24;  Lewis  J.  Conaot,  new  woodeu,  2  horses,  Mon- 
tana street,  near  Georgia  avenue,  Ward  21. 

To  tin:  i  ommittee  on  Lamps — Henry  L.  Pierce  and 
others  fo  .■  street  lamps  on  Codman  street  between 
Washington  street  and  Dorchester  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Faneuit  Hall — Ancient  and 
Honorable  Artillerv  Company  for  use  of  said  hall 
on  Dec.  22, 1881. 

To  the  Committee  on  Sewers — Henry  J.  Nazro  and 
others  for  a  sewer  from  Trull  street  through  Bellevue 
street  to  Quincy  street,  Ward  24. 

HIGHLAND    STBEKT    RAILWAY. 

A  heariuer  was  had  on  petition  of  Highland  Street 
Railway  Co.  lor  change  of  location  on  Blue-Hill 
avenue. 

No  objection.  Recommitted  to  Committee  on 
Paving. 

BOND     APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  Wn,  S.  Post,  constable,  being  pre" 
sented  duly  certified,  was  approved  by  the  board. 

executive  appointments    and  removal. 

The  Following  was  received: 

EX  EC  L'TI  V  E   D  E  P  A  RT  Ml.  NT . 
To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Written  charges  of  official  misconduct  having  been 
prefered  against  Thomas  J.  McClearv,  a  1-Hputy  In- 
spector of  Elections  in  Precinct  4.  of  Ward  11,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  statutes  by  the  Citv 
Clerk,  I  hereby  remove  said  Thomas  J.  MoCleary 
from  said  office  of  Deputy  Insneotor  of  Elections, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  your  board. 

Frederick  o.  Prince, 
Mayor. 

The  removal  was  approved. 

a  communication  was  received  from  the  Mayor, 
making  the  following  appointments  of  Supervisors 
of  Elections   10  till  vacancies  caused  bv  resignations: 

Ward  7— Precinct  3,  John  L.  Doherty. 
"      11— Precinct  3,  John  F.  Shea. 

Approved. 


corner-stone   of  old   high  school  building 
on  bedford  street. 

The  follow  ing  was  received : 

Executive  Department. 
To  the  Honorable  the  City  Council  of  Boston. 

The  Boston  Latin  School  Association  has  solicited 
from  this  Department  the  donation  o(  the  contents 
of  the  corner-stone  of  the  schoolhouse  which  recent- 
ly stood  ou  Bedford  street.  As  the  matter  is 
under  the  control  of  the  Council  I  bring  ic  to 
their  attention,  advising  a  compliance  with  the 
request,  as  this  association  would  seem  to  be  the 
proper  custodian  of  these  memorials  of  the  school 
in  which  it  has  peculiar  interest.  The  contents  re- 
ferred to  consist  of  a  silver  plate,  certain  coins,  and 
sundry  newspapers  and  pamphlets. 

Frederick  O.  Prince,  Mayor. 

Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings. 

petitions  for  brush  electric  lights. 

Alderman  Breck  presented  the  following,  which 
were  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Lamps: 
To  the  Honorable  the   Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen of  the  City  of  Boston. 

Gentlemen.— We,  the  undersigned,  residents  and 
taxpayers  of  Washington  street,  respectfully  request 
that  said  street  be  lighted  with  electric  lights  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  petition  of  the  Brush    Electric- 
Lighting  Company  of  Boston. 
John  H.  Pray,  Sons  &  Co. 
John  &  James  Dobson. 
A.  W.  Loring  &  Co. 
A.  Shctman  &  Co. 
Shreve.  Crump  &  Low. 
Henry  H.  Tuttle  &  Co. 
Freeland,  Loomis  &  Co. 
Geo.  a.  Fenno  &  Co. 
O.  F.  Sage,  Sage's  Trunk  Depot 
Abbey  &  Sch<effel,  per  Geo.  H.  Tyler. 
John  Stetson,  Globe  Theatre,  per  Burnham. 
Hogg,  Brown  &  Taylor, 

T.    E.  MoSliLBY  &  CO. 

J.  H.  Robinson  «.-  Co. 

Edward  Kakas. 

H.  B.  Wilmot. 

Estabrook  &  Eaton, 

The  globe  Newspaper  Co.,  by  Chas.  H.  Taylor. 

The  Star  Newspaper  Co.,  by  E.  O.  Skelton,  for 

Electric  Lighting. 
Carter.  Harris  &  Hawley. 
William  Taylor  &  Co. 

A.  N.  cook  &  Co. 
Bent  &  Bush. 

B.  W.  Currikr  &  Co. 
Messenger  Brothers  &  Jones. 
Oliver  Ditson  &  i;o, 

a.  f.  copeland. 
Richard  Schwabz. 
Wm.  h.  Zinn. 

Tompkins  &  Hill,  Boston  Theatre. 
Charles  D.  Cobb  &  Bros. 
Cobb,  Bates  &  Ykrxa. 

BlGELOVi ,  Kennako  &  Co.,  lor  Electric  Lighting. 
Boston  Transcript  Co.,  by  Wm.  Durant,  Treas 
To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Al- . 
dermeu  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
Gentlemen, — We,  the  undersigned,  residents  and 
taxpayers  of  Boston,  respectfully  request  that  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  city,  such  as  Tremont  street,  Wash- 
ington street,  etc.,  be  lighted  with  the  electric  light, 
in  accordance  with  the  petition  of  the  Brush  Electric 
Lighting  Company  of  Boston. 

C.  A.  Richards,  16  Kilby  street. 
W.  U.  Forbes,  85  Devonshire  street. 
F.  Haven. 

L.EOPOLD  Mouse  &  Co. 
Jones,  McDuffee  &  Stratton. 
Henry  F.  Coe. 
Joseph  Sawyer. 

R.  Hollings  &  Co.,  547  Washington  street. 
Geo.   \.  Miner,  63  Summer  street. 
Isaac  Fenno  &  Co. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Mayor  and  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  of  the  City  of  Boston. 
Gentlemen, —  We,  the  undersigned,  residents  and 
taxpayers  of  Haymarket  square,  respectfully  request 
thai  laid  square  be  lighted  with  electric  lights,  in 
accordance  with  the  petition  of  the  Brush  Electric 
Lighting  Company  of  Boston. 

WllIIlDEN   &    ClIHTlN. 

s.  W.  Brown  Furniture  Co. 

Gebiuhii  &  O'Brien. 

Z.  T.  Favor  &  Co.,  Hampton  House. 

E.  S.  Stebbins,  1  and  2  Charlestown  street. 

Lane  Bros.,  4  charlestown  street. 


SS^ 
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John  Power,  8  Charlestowo  streeti 

D.  F.  Flagg,  165  Blaclcstone  street. 

Hardy  &  Company,  173  Blackstone  street, 

Densmon  &  Brackett. 

East  India  Bedding  Co. 

R.  Sherburne,  20  Canal  street. 

Geo.'D.  Kellum. 

Levi  Boxes  &  Son. 

F.  W.   Holbrook,    New  England    Oyster    Co.,  4 
Canal  street. 

To  the  Honorable  the   Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen of  the  City  of  Boston. 
Gentlemen, — AVe  the   undersigned,  residents  and 

tax-payers  of  Bowdoin  square,  respectfully  request 

that  said  square  be  lighted  in  accordance  with  the 

petition  of  the  Brush  Electric  Lighting  Company  of 

Boston. 

J.  E.  Maynard,  4  Bowdoin  square. 

James  B.  McAloon  &  Co.,  Bowdoin  square. 

Tay  &  Luscomb,  BowdoiD  square. 

Wardwell  &  Co.,  Bowdoin  square. 

Davison  Brothers,  No.  150  Court  street. 

K.  Philbrook,  6  and  7  Bowdoin  square. 

Mark  W.  Fay,  6  Cool idge  building,  Bowdoin  square. 

J.  A.  Rich,  154  Court  street. 

Downing  &  Dodge,  158  Court  street. 

J.  F,.Ingalls,  162  Court  street. 

L.  H.  Aitobews,  164  Court  street. 

papers  from  common  council. 

Report  "no  action  necessary"  on  petition  of  Geo. 
L.  Burt  to  establish  a  branch  library  at  Mattapan. 
Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  the  lamplighters  on  the  24th  Inst., 
instead  of  on  the  regular  day.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Remonstrance  of  J.  Putnam  Bradlee  and  others 
against  the  acceptance  of  the  Act  iff  the  Legislature 
authorizing  the  extension  of  the  high  service  supply. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Water  with  directions  to 
hear  the.  remonstrants' in  concurrence. 
sewer  assessments. 

The  Superintendent  of  Sewers  sent  in  schedules  of 
the  cost  of  constructing  sundrv  sewers  as  follows : 

Wabon  street,  $1300.89;  High  street,  Dorchester. 
$2084.78;  Columbus  avenue,  $991.55;  Creek  street. 
$513.24;  Cuser  street.  $705.54;  Rill  street,  $671.99 
Mill  street,  $463.12:  Hancock  street,  $2132.73;  Har 
vard  avenue,  $1172.59;  Dorchester  avenue,  $317.56 
Hoffman  and  Gil  bert  streets,  $661.34;  Enfield  and 
Hazel  streets,  $1245.66:  Meerland  street,  $1800.82 
Brooks  street,  $367.58;  Broadway  Extension,. $921.08 
Sever  street,  Charlestown,  $341.18;  Brighton  street, 
$809.55;  Jov  street,  $570.33;  High  street,  Charles- 
town,  $263.30;  Putnam  street,  $211.82;  Fourth  and 
Q  streets,  $950.66;  Westminster  street,  1283.85;  Essex 
street,  $497.04;  Arcadia  street,  $1228.69;  Regent 
street,  $1240.50. 

Severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sewers. 

FIRES  AND  ALARMS  FOR  NOVEMBER. 

The  report  of  the  Fire  Commissioners  on  the  num- 
ber and.  character  of  the  fires  and  alarms  in  Novem- 
ber' was  received  and  sent  down. 

Alarms— Patrol,  1;  members,  4;  police,  17;  citizens, 
29,  unknown,  3—54- 

'  Alarms— Telegraph— Fires,  27;  false,  3.  needless, 
5:  still,  19—54. 

Fires— Confined,  to  one  building,  39;  extended  to 
others,  1 ;  vessels,  1 :  ashes,  hay,  etc.,  4;  out  of  the 
city,  1;  no  fire,  8 — 54. 

Buildings— Slightly  damaged,  23;  considerably,?; 
destroyed",  0;  not  damaged,  15. 

Loss— Buildings,  $13,340;  contents,  $36,038— $49,- 
378. 

Insurance— Buildings,  $313,406;  contencs,  $255,950 
—$569,356. 

COUNTY  ACCOUNTS. 

Alderman  Tucker  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  County  Accounts: 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  Index  Commission- 
ers, recommending  the  passage  of  an  order— That 
the  Board  of  Index  Commissioners  for  the  County  of 
Suffolk  be  authorized  to  expend  in  the  preparation 
of  indices  to  the  records  in  the  Registry  of  Deeds 
for  said  county,  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty-seven 
thoxisand  dollars  to  be  charge!  to  the  general  appro- 
priation for  the  co  nty  of  Suffolk.    Order  passed. 

Report  on  the  petition  of  the  Proprietors  of  the 
Social  Law  r,ibrarv,  recommending  the  passage  of 
an  order— That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Social  Law  Library  under  the  nro- 
visioDS  of  Sect.  10,  Cliari.  13,  of  the  General  Statutes, 
and  Chap.  25  of  the  Acts  of  1863,  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars;  saidsuin  to  be  charged  to  the  gen- 
eral appropriation  tor  the  County  of  Suffolk.  Order 
passed. 


MARKET. 
Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Market,  recommenaing  approval  of 
transfer  of  lease  of  stall3  9  and  II  in  Faneuil 
Hall  Market,  from  Wm.  Prior  to  Wm.  H.  Prior. 
Accepted. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following,  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving: 

Schedules  of  cost  of  edgestoDes  and  sidewalks  in 
sundry  streets,  with  orders  for  the  assessment  and 
collection  of  the  proportionate  part  thereof.  Orders 
passed. 

Order  to  pay  Annie  M.  Fox,  wile  of  Joseph  H.  T. 
Fox,  $200  for  grade  damages  on  Union  avenue,  Ja- 
maica Plain.    Passed. 

Order  to  nay  Frederick  Schmolz  $500  for  grade 
damages  on  Second  street,  near  P  street.    Passed. 

Reports  in  favor  of  granting  the  petitions  of  T.  B. 
Winchester  and  others  for  crosswalk  on  Beacon 
street,  at  westerly  side  of  Berkeley  street;  A.  L. 
Hitchcock  &  Co.,  for  flagging  crossing  across  Lincoln 
street;  James  Sturgis,  for  flaggiDg  crossing  on  Hun- 
tington avenue,  at  we3t  end  oi  Trinity  Church. 
Severally  accepted. 

Report  that  leave  be  granted,  on  the  usual  con- 
ditions, to  George  W.  Parker,  to  dig  up  Centre  street 
near  Pvnchon  street,  for  the  purpose  of  finding  an 
old  boundary  stone.    Accepted. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  ou  petitions  of 
Michael  Curley,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  on 
Heath  street;  N.  C.  Decker,  to  be  paid  for  grade 
damages  at  37  Ellery  street.    Severally  accepted. 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

To  furnish  and  set  edgestones,  pave  the  gutter  and 
sidewalks  and  macadamize  the  roadway  of  St.  Bo- 
tolph  street,  between  West  Newton  and  Durham 
streets,  and  of  Durham  street  between  St.  Botolph 
street  and  the  Providence  Railroad. 

To  enclose  with  circular  edgestones  an  area  12  feet 
in  diameter  on  Thompson  square,  Charlestown,  and 
to  pave  said  area  with  brick,  said  enclosed  area  being 
shown  on  plan  dated  Nov.  23, 1881,  and  deposited  in 
the  office  of  Superintendents  of  Streets,  and  the 
Charlestown  Gas  Co.  is  hereby  authorized  to  place  a 
lamp-post  in  the  centre  of  said  area. 

To  lay  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estates  of  George 
N.  Dana,  316  Beacon  street;  Edmund  Dwight,  191 
Marlborougn  street;  Gamaliel  Bradford  and  others, 
trustees,  Huntington  avenue  and  West  JNewton 
street. 

To  set  edgestones  in  front  of  estates  of  Boston 
Storage  Warehouse  on  West  Chester  Park  and  West- 
land  avenue;  W.  S.  Rand,  80  and  82  West  Rutland 
Park. 

Orders  severally  passed. 

LAND   DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Viles  from  the  Committee  on  Streets  on 
the  part  of  the  board  offered  orders  to  pay   for  land 
taken  and  all  damages  occasioned  in  laying  out  streets 
as  follows: 
Thomas  Young,  $125,  widening  of  River  street- 
Amy    A.   Earl,    $100,    widening   of   Commercial 
street. 
Orders  passed. 

PERMITS  FOB  ELECTRIC  LIGHTS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings  on 
the  part  of  the  board  in  favor  of  granting  permits  to 
locate  electric  lights  on  the  usual  conditions,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Brush  Electric  Light  Co.,  corner  Court  and  Hano 
ver  streets. 

Edwar.)  C.  Almy  &  Co.,  616-622  Washington  street. 

C.  A.  Raymond.  12  Tremont  row. 

H.  B.  Wiliuot,  747  Washington  street. 

S.  Cohen, 9  Winter  street. 

H.  H.  Tuttle,  435  Washington  street. 

Houghton  &  Dutton ,  55  Tremont  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

PAY  FOR  DECEASED  EMPLOY'EES    OF    THE    FERRY 
DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Yiles  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  lie  authorized 
to  pay  to  Isabella  J.  Rice,  widow  of  Edward  Rice, 
deceased,  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars,  being  the 
amount  due  said  Edward  Rice  for  services  in  the 
EastBoston  Ferry  Department  to  November  20, 1881. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized 
to  pay  to  Maria  Leahy,  widow  of  Daniel  Leahy,  de- 
ceased, the  sum  of  twenty-four  and  eight,  hun- 
dredth  dollars,   being  the  amount  due  said  Daniel 
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Leah;  for  services  in   tlie  East  Boston  Ferry  aepart- 
mentto  November  20, 1881. 
Passed.    .>ent  down. 

PERMITS     FOR  ST  iBI.Es. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted   reports  from  the 
mittee  on  Health  on  the    part  o£  the  board  as 

follows: 

Permits  for  Stables  Granted  —  Highland  Street 
Railway  Company ,  832  Shawmut  avenue. 

Charles  H.  Willis,  37  Bow  street,  Ward  23. 

K.  F.  Clows,  49  Condor  street,  Ward  21. 

A.  A.  Kendall,  1  Victoria  streei,  Ward  24. 
Richard  Corcoran.  V.S  Keyes  street,  Ward  23. 
■severally  accepted. 

PAY      FOR     DECEASED       EMPLOYEE      OF      HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT. 

Alderman  Caldwell  offered  an  order — That  there 
be  paid  by  the  City  Treasurer  to  Chlothilde  Farrar, 
daughter  of  the  late  Otis  C.  Farrar,  a  lanorer  in  the 
Healtu  Department,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-two  dollars,  being  the  amount  due  said  Otis 
C.  from  the  City  of  Boston  at  the  time  of  his  decease, 
Oct.  15,  1881. 

Ordered,  That  the  order  passed  Nov.  5, 1881,  to 
pay  Matilda  Farrar  cbe  above  amount  be  rescinded 
on  account  of  error  in  her  name. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

PUBLIC    LANDS. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  the  fallowing  from 
the  .loint  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

Report  cm  petition  of  Samuel  lrviu,  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  an  ;rder-  That  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  be  and  ne  hereby  is  authorized  to  execute  on 
behalf  of  the  city  an  lnstiuraent,  satisfactory  to  the 
Citv  >olicitor.  whereby  the  city  shall  declare,  so  far 
as  it  may  lawfully  do  so  without  affecting  tbe  legal 
or  equitable  rights  of  third  parties  holding  title  un- 
der it,  that  the  conditions  set  forth  in  a  need  from 
the  City  of  Boston  to  Anson  Dexter  and  others, 
dated  November  23, 1*57,  and  recorded  with  Suffolk 
Deeds,  book  727,  leaf  270,  shah  be  regarded  and  con- 
sidered by  the  city  as  restrictions  merely,  and  that 
it  will  not  claim  any  forfeiture  of  the  land  described 
in  said  deed  by  reason  of  any  breach  of  said  condi- 
tions. 

Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

PERMITS    FoR    STEAM   ENGINES. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  in  favor  of  granting 
permits  toi  locate  and  use  steam  engines  as  follows: 

Photo  Electrotype  Engraving  Company,  63  Oliver 
street. 

Dmiel  Farrar,  83  HaniDden  street. 

H.  L.  Bowker  &  Co..  295  Franklin  street. 

B.  If.  Nichols,  153  Milk  street. 
Severally  accepted. 

PAY   OF   EAST  BOSTON  FERRY    EMPLOYEES. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley  tne  adherence  by 
Common  Council  to  their  former  voce  accepting 
the  minority  report  in  favor  of  restoring  the 
former  rates  of  comnensatioo  to  employees  on  tbe 
East  Boston  ferrieB,  aDd  passage  of  order  to  that 
effect,  was  taken  from  the  table. 

Alderman  Woolley  moved  to  amend  by  adding  the 
words  "excepting  the  clerks  in  the  office." 

Alderman  Viles — Had  any  other  Alderman  at  this 
board  asked  to  have  this  taken  from  the  table  at  the 
present  tune  i  might  have  thought  he  had  some 
motive  in  doing  bo,  it  being  on  the  eve  of  a  hotly  con- 
tested election.  But  knowing  the  extreme  modesty 
of  tbe  Alderman  from  the  island  ward  I  attribute 
nothing  of  that  kind  to  him.  This  request  does  not 
come  from  any  employees  of  tbe  ferries,  but  was  an 
order  introduced  by  a  member  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil. This  board  well  know  that  we  elect  seven  di- 
of  the  terries,  and  to  them  we  give  the  whole 
of  that  department— the  hiring  of  tbe  men 
)i .-barging  of  them,  the  keeping  of  their  time 
and  the  fixing  of  their  salaries.  Now,  1  do  not  for 
one  propose  to  take  any  more  work  on  me  which  be- 
longs to  another  department.  We  might  as  well  go  to 
tbe  Directors  for  Public  Institutions  and  take  their 
duties  from  them.  The  directors  of  the  ferries  em- 
ploy the  men,  discharge  them  and  fix  their  salaries. 
While  I  do  not  say  whether  the  ferry  employee?  are 
paid  too  much  or  not  enough,  if  the  directors  should 
come  here  and  ask  for  more  money  to  pay  their  men 
with,  I  should  not  object  to  granting  it.  But  this 
Order  proposes  to  take  from  then:  duties  which  be- 
long to  then'.  Now,  sir,  it  seems  that  the  Alderman 
had  a  change  of  heart  from  last  year.  They 
sav  a  change  of  heart  is  goon  for  the 
soul.  It  seems  that  tbe  ferry  employees  did  petition 
the  directors  for  an  increase  of  salary,  and  that  peti- 


tion was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Employees. 
That  committee  in  due  time  made  a  report,  which  I 
h  ive  here' 

"The  employees  of  the  ferries  -ent  a  petition  to 
the  board  for  an  increase  of  nav  February  20, 1880, 
and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Employees, 
who  reported  April  20,  188i>,  that  thev  deemed  it  in- 
expedient to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  employees 
at  the  present  time.     Report  accepted. 

"the committee  consisted  of  Wotlley,  Brintnall, 
Griffin." 

New  where  were  the  three  directors  who  col 
ed  this  matter? 

Alderman  Woolley— What  is  the  date  of  the  peti- 
tion? 

Alderman  Viles— It  was  last  year,  1880,  when  the 
Alderman  was  a  director,  and  was  one  of  the  com- 
mute0 which  considered  this  matter.  It  was  re- 
ferred to  him,  and  he  reported  to  the  directors  that 
it  was  inexpedient.  Aud,  Mr.  Chairman,  on  this 
very  year,  when  the  Alderman  was  a  director,  when 
tin  y  asked  for  their  appropriation,  he  tailed  to  say 
one  word  asking  for  more  money  in  order  that  these 
employees  should  have  more  pay.  Their  appropri- 
ation was  made  up  with  the  pay  of  the  employees 
at  so  much.  He  failed  to  open  his  mouth  in  favor 
of  the  directors  asking  for  more  money  tor  tbi-  pur- 
pose. But  when  it  comes  into  this  board  .from  no  com- 
mittee, but  from  some  member  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil who  puts  in  this  order,  he  gets  up  and  favors  more 
pay  for  these  einnleyees.  Now  it  these  employees 
should  petition  tothe  directors — for  there  is  nearly  a 
new  set  of  employees  there — 1  have  no  doubt  their 
request  would  be  fairly  considered;  and  if  the  di- 
rectors should  come  here  and  ask  for  money  with 
which  to  make  the  increase,  I  don't  believe  a  member 
of  this  bond  would  vote  against  their  having  more, 
and  I  certainly  shall  vote  against  the  order  from  the 
Council. 

Alderman  Woolley — I  do  not  intend,  nor  do  i 
think  the  gentleman  who  introduced  this  order  in 
the  Council  intended,  to  take  anything  away  from 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Ferries  of  the  power 
that  belongs  to  them.  But  that  the  employees  of 
the  ferries  have  petitioned  frequently  for  an  in- 
crease of  their  pay  is  a  fact,  and  I  have  a  list  -of 
some  six  or  eight  such  petitions  here.  Only  ore  of 
those  petitions  was  ever  acted  upon,  and  that  was 
late  in  the  year  1880,  when  it  was  oeemed  inexoedient 
by  tbe  committee  on  employ  oes,  it  being  so  late  in 
the  year,  when  the  appropriation  was  about  expir- 
ing, to  take  any  action,  aud  tne  committee  did  re- 
port no  action  necessary,  or  at,  least  leave  to  with- 
draw at  that  time,  with  the  full  understanding  in 
the  board  that  when  they  come  to  make  up  the  ap- 
propriation for  tbe  year  ensuing  n  rise  of  the  pay  of 
the  employees  should  be  considered.  I  did  not  have 
the  honor  of  serving  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Ferries  after  the  first  d  y  of  May.  Therefore, 
this  petition  which  the  Alderman  speaks  of  was  pre- 
sented and  acted  upon  after  that  time. 

Alderman  Kreck  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  Viles — I  would  like  to  ask  the  Alder- 
man a  question.  Was  not  the  Alderman  a  Director 
up  ro  the  first  of  May,  1881? 

Alderman  Woolley— Up  to  tbe  first  of  May,  1880, 
when  my  time  expired.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  hold 
that  this  board  have  the  same  right  to  increase  the 
pav  of  the  East  Boston  Ferry  employees  that  they 
had  to  reduce  them.  In  1877,  when  ihey  cut  down 
the  salaries  of  all  the  employees  aud  heads  of  de- 
partments throughout  the  ci'y,  they  also  cut  down 
tbe  pav  of  the  ferry  employees  pro  rata  with  the  rest. 
The  City  Government  in  their  wisdom  have  seen  fit, 
from  time  to  lime,  to  increase  the  salaries  of  other 
city  employees.  I  hold  that  the  employees  of  the 
ferries  ire  entitled  to  have  their  pay  increased. 
There  are  no  employees  in  the  several  departments 
of  tbe  city  that  give  more  time  to  their  duties,  or 
work  any  harder  than  the  employees  of  the  East 
Boston  Ferries.  They  work  night  and  day,  Sundays 
and  holidays,  aud  are  expected  to  do  their  duty  pret- 
ty thoroughly.  They  are  held  strictly  to  their 
duty.  It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  pro- 
posed increase  is  not  extravagant.  It  is  just  an 
increase  of  eight  dollais  per  month  on  the  deck 
bands,  and  on  the  other  employees  it  is  just  five  dol- 
lars per  month.  The  total  is  only  a  small  amount 
per  day.  It  does  seem  to  me  it  is  a  proper  order  to 
pass,  and  I  hope  this  board  will  coucur  with  the 
Council. 

Alderman  V'les— I  will  admit  with  tbe  Alderman 
that  there  are  as  good  men  on  the  ferries  as  are  in 
the  other  departments  of  the  City  of  Boston ;  that 
they  are  under  good  discipline,  and  work  night  and 
day.  I  will  even  admit  for  the  sake  of  argument  that 
they  are  better  than  many  employed  in  other  depart- 
ments.   The  Alderman  said  some  time  ago  that  they 
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were  on  duty  10  hours  a  day.  Now,  sir,  I  have  the 
thue  here,  and  they  average  about  nine  hours  a  day. 
1  aiu  willing  to  vote  tor  more  pay  if  the  request 
conies  in  uroDer  form.  If  it  should  come  from  the 
directors  asking  for  more  pay,  I  should  be  willing  as 
one  member  of  this  board  to  provide  the  means. 
This  matter  does  not  belong'  to  us;  it  belongs  to  the 
directors.  It  is  true  that  ir.  1877  everything  was  re- 
duced. A  special  Committee  on  Retrenchment  was 
appointed  by  the  City  Council,  and  they  reported  re- 
duction* in  all  the  departments.  It  it  should  be 
found  that  these  employees  have  not  been  raised,  I 
think  the  directors  would  consider  it  favorably.  The 
Alderman  moves  to  except  the  clerks.  The  clerk  has 
been  reduced  from  .$3000  to  $2000.  I  think  he  is  en- 
titled to  an  increase  as  much  as  any  one.  I  move  the 
reference  of  this  matter  to  the  Directors  of  the  Fer- 
ries. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  would  ask  if  the  present 
board  of  directors  have  had  a  petition  of  this  nature 
before  them  for  their  action,  and  if  so,  what  is  their 
report? 

Alderman  Wooiley  — There  was  a  petition  pre- 
sented May  20th,  1881,  from  ten  deck  hands  that  their 
pay  be  j estored  to  the  old  races  previous  to  the  re- 
duction four  years  ago.  It  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Employees  and  up  to  the  present  time  no 
report  has  been  received.  I  would  state,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, while  I  am  up,  that  a  petition  was  presented 
to  the  Directors  on  May  28th,  1879,  for  an  increase 
of  pay;  also  a  similar  petition  June  21,1880;  also 
Feb.  20,  ISM;  also  May  6, 1880;  Mav  21.1880;  June 
23, 1880,  and  July  27, 18  0;  so  that  the  gentlemen  of 
the  bo  ird  will  see  that  the  employees  on  the  Fast 
Boston  ferries  have  not  been  at  all  backward  in  pe- 
titioning. And,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  say  that  the 
reason  I  excepted  the  clerks  in  the  office  was  because 
1  think  tuey  are  paid  equal  to  any  other  clerks  occu- 
pying similar  positions  in  other  departments.  The 
pay  of  one  clerk  in  1877  was  three  thousand  dollars, 
which  was  $750  more  than  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Ferries  »a.«  receiving.  The  assistant  clerk  in 
1877  received  $1200,  making  $4200  for  clerk  hire  in 
that  office.  At  the  present  time  the  chief  clerk  re- 
ceives $20U0,  which  is  equal  to  the  salary  of  any 
other  clerk  in  a  similar  department,  and  the 
assistant  clerk  receives  $1300,  making  a  total 
of  $3300.  Now  I  do  not  think  it  is  right  to 
add  to  those  clerks'  salaries.  I  think  tbey 
should  De  satisfied  wilh  what  rhey  gel,  for  they  are 
well  paid  for  the  services  rendered.  I  do  not  think 
the  rest  of  the  employees  are.  A  portion  of  the  em- 
ployees, the  pilots,  have  had  their  pay  increased,  and 
therefore  this  order  will  make  no  difference  in  their 
pay.  I  think  the  pay  of  the  tollmen  has  been  par- 
tially raised  from  what  it  was  in  1872.  But  this  is  a 
very  small  amount,  when  you  come  to  look  at  it.  and 
it  is  paving  men  a  lair  recompense  for  good  and  effi- 
cient  service. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  believe  I  have  always  been 
ready  to  speak  what  I  honestly  thought  in  relation  to 
the  pay  of  laborers,  whether  on  the  eve  of  an  elec- 
tion or  earlier  in  the  year,  and  I  think  the  Alderman 
from  the  North  End  has  been  equally  independent 
about  this  matter.  The  year  1877  was  oue  of  gieat 
economy  ii-  tie  City  Council.  A  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  look  into  all  the  departments,  and  they 
decided  upon  a  general  reduction.  I  regretted  at  the 
time  that  they  struck  at  the  men  who  were  paid  very 
small  salaries — at  gatemen,  laborers,  and  that  class 
of  people — and  I  think  it  would  be  perfectly  consis- 
tent and  proper  for  this  board  to  undo  the  wrong 
done  in  1877.  That  was  a  year  of  great  depression  in 
business;  everybody  felt  poor:  the  City  Council  was 
anxious  to  reduce  taxation,  and  made  a  general  re- 
duction al!  arout.d.  Now  we  are  on  the  eve 
of  years  of  prosperity,  and  I  cannot  conceive  why 
tie  City  Council,  which  reduced  the  pay  of 
these  men  in  1877,  should  not  restore  it  to  what  they 
were  paid.  The  salaries  were  very  unequal  in  1877. 
We  found  the  clerk  of  the  terries  receiving  $3000  a 
year  tor  his  services.  The  clerk  of  the  ferries  ruled 
the  department.  The  direciors  and  everybody  else 
connected  with  the  ferries  were  subject  to  him.  The 
directors  had  put  up  bis  salary  beyond  a  reasonable 
amount,  and  I  think  it  was  a  good  thing  for  the  di- 
rectors of  the  ferries  to  have  relieved  themselves  of 
the  clerk,  who  had  made  himself  a  perfect  nuisance 
in  connection  with  the  ferries.  It  was  his  custom  to 
call  every  director  and  every  man  who  had  anything 
to  do  with  the  ferries  to  task.  His  salary  was  very 
properly  reduced,  as  the  Alderman  says,  from  $300C 
to  $2000.  It  was  all  the  office  was  worth.  The  salary 
was  as  high  as  that  of  any  oiher  clerks  in  City  Hall  or 
any  of  the  departments.  The  assistant  clerk  received 
$1200,  and  now  has  $1300,  which  is  an  advance  from 
what  he  was  reduced  to  in  1877.  In  1,877  the  toll- 
men received  $95,  now  $85;    oilers  $70,  now  $65; 


deckhands  $70,  now  $62;  watchmen  $70,  now  $62. 
You  see  tbat  the  reduction  was  on  the  pool  est  class 
of  men  in  that  department.  Tbe  salary  of  the  clerk 
has  been  advanced;  the  salaries  of  the  deckhands, 
lamplighters  and  watchmen  reduced  eight  dollars  a 
month, — men  wno  are  required  to  work  seven  days 
in  a  week  and  give  faith  tul  service  to  tbe  city. 
I  believe  the  City  Council  ought  to  dictate  to 
the  departments  what  they  shall  pay  for  their  la- 
bor. I  do  not  believe  in  leaving  this  to  even  our 
superintendents  and  directors.  I  believe  this  mat- 
ter should  be  kept  under  the  control  of  the  City 
Council.  They  took  it  under  their  control  and  re- 
duced salaries  m  1877.  1  believe  they  ought  to  take 
it  under  their  control  in  1881  and  restore  tbem.  The 
restoration  is  but  equitable-  Certainly  a  man  who 
gives  seven  days  in  a  week  ,and  is  required  to  perform 
hard  work,  is  worth  $70  a  month  instead  of  $62.  I 
consider  it  small  business  on  the  part  ot  the  City 
Council,  in  the  first  place  to  reduce  the  pay  of  these 
men,  and  I  should  look  upon  it  as  smaller  business 
on  the  part  of  the  City  Council  if  they  did  not  restore 
the  pay  to  what  it  was  in  1877.  I  hope  the  order 
will  be  passed  in  concurrence  with  the  Common 
Council. 

Alderman  Viles — There  has  been  a  good  deal  said 
about  the  clerk.  Tne  Aldermau  has  failed  to  say 
that  the  clerk  h»s  to  give  heavy  bonds;  that  be  han- 
dles all  money  received  by  tbe  department  and  is 
responsible  for  every  cent  that  comes  into  his  hands. 
His  pay  is  not  so  much  as  other  clerks  in  this  build- 
ing, who  have  similar  re-ponsibility.  He  is  under 
bonds  and  is  responsible  for  every  cent.  But  my 
complaint  is  that  this  does  not  belong  to  this  board. 
If  the  directors  are  not  the  proper  ones,  there  will 
be  a  chance  to  change  them" and  put  in  proper  ones, 
as  a  majority  ot  tbat  board  go  out  every  year.  If 
this  is  referred  to  tbe  directors  I  believe  they  will 
consider  it.  Let  it  come  from  them  and  not  from 
us.    I  hope  the  motion  to  refer  will  prevail. 

Alderman  Wooiley — As  I  said  before,  I  do  not 
wish  to  take  any  power  from  the  directors  of  the 
ferries.  I  know  the  directors  well,  and  what  their 
duties  are.  I  think  we  have  as  efficient  a  Board  of 
Directors  as  we  probably  shall  ever  have.  I  do  not 
think  that  tbe  gen  tiemau  who  offered  the  order  in 
the  Council  intended  to  reflect  upon  the  Board  of 
Directors  ot  tbe  East  Boston  Ferries.  I  certainly  do 
not,  by  standing  here  in  this  board  and  advocating 
the  putting  of  the  pay  of  the  ferry  employees  at  the 
figures  that  this  order  calls  for.  i  can  only  <ay  that 
the  salary  of  the  clerk  was  not  reduced  until  the 
clerk  was  changed.  When  the  present  gentleman 
came  in  and  wis  elected  by  the  directors,  his  pay 
was  considered.  While  some  thoughc  $1800  was 
enough,  others  thought  $2000  was  what  he  should 
receive.  I  say  there  are  clerks  here  who  are  called 
upon  to  perform  more  duties  than  this  man  is — not 
that  I  would  say  anything  against  the  clerk  of  the 
ferries,  tor  he  performs  his  duties  well.  He  does 
give  bonds;  but  his  responsibility  is  very  light.  The 
tollmen  turn  in  to  him  at  9  o'clock  the  money  re- 
ceived the  day  prenous.  It  is  not  in  his  hands  over 
an  hour  and  a  half,  and  is  then  deposited  in  bank. 
So  he  has  not  such  a  great  responsibility.  The  di- 
rectors saw  fit  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  assistant 
clerk.  His  duties  are  twice  what  they  were  five 
years  ago,  and  tnat  you,  sir,  as  a  member  of  the  di- 
rectors, know,  f  hope  this  board  will  see  tit  to  con- 
cur with  the  Council. 

Alderman  Hersey — It  seems  reasonable  to  me  that 
these  wages  should  be  placed  at  the  figures  they  were 
before  the  reduction  took  place.  My  objection  to 
voting  for  this  order  is  that  it  is  taking  it  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  directors,  whose  duty  it  is  to  fix  the 
wages  of  their  employees.  I  believe  the  directors  of 
the  ferries  will  deal  justly  by  their  employees.  If 
this  matter  is  brought  to  the  attention  of  that  board 
I  believe  they  will  restore  the  wages  to  the  old  fig- 
ures. I  do  not  believe  we  ought  to  assume  that  re- 
sponsibility, although  I  believe  the  wages  ought  to 
be  restored  to  the  old  rate.  I  cannot  consistently 
vote  for  such  an  order  as  this.  But  as  there  seems 
to  have  been  no  action  taken  on  this  by  the  direc- 
tors, I  would  move  as  an  amendment  to  tbe  motion 
of  the  Alderman  on  my  right,  that  the  directors  be 
requested  to  report  forthwith  on  this  order.  If  it 
comes  with  a  recommendation  from  thein  I  should 
be  in  favor  of  it,  and  without  they  do  report  in  favor 
of  it  I  shall  feel  that  we  do  not  treat  them  with 
proper  courtesy  by  acting  upon  it  without  first  con- 
sulting them  or  acting  contrary  to  their  views.  Al- 
though I  feel  that  the  waces  should  be  restored,  I 
believe  tbe  directors  are  the  proper  ones  to  restore 
them,  and  that  they  will  do  so. 

Alderman  Wooiley — I  want  it  understood  that  up 
to  the  time  this  order  was  introduced  no  action  had 
been  taken  by  the  directors  on   the  petitions  of  the 
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employee?  foi  an  increase  of  pay;  whether  there  has 
beeu  any  action  since  i  do  not  know. 

Alderman  Viles — The  Alderni  in  now  in  the  chair 
is  a  member  of  tin-  B<  urd  ot  Directors  of  the  Fer- 
ric* ami  could  explain  to  us  what  n*-  thinks  the  opiu- 
ions  of  the  directors  are  on  this  question,  as  he  is 
present  ar,  all  the  meetings.  I  think  he  can  give  us 
some  light  on  the  subject. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  think  toe  actiou  of  this 
board  in  adopting  that  order  will  relieve  the  direc- 
tors of  the  ferrirs  01  a  great  ileal  of  responsibility. 
The  directors  of  the  ferries  came  here  earlv  in  the 
year  and  asked  for  an  appropriation  lo  carry  on  their 
department  during  the  year.  1  have  no  doubt  the 
appropriation  they  asked  for  last  February  was 
based  on  the  present  salaries  they  pay  the  employees 
in  that  department.  It  it  is  referred  to  them  I  have 
do  doubt  they  will  say  that  the  increase  of  the  sal- 

i  these  deckhands,  lamp-lighters  and  watch- 
men is  outside  of  their  estimate  of  the  appropria- 
tion, and  that  they  have  not  the  means  to  make  the 
increase  without  askins  for  an  extra  appropriation. 

.1-  that  the  concurrence  of  this  hoard  with  the 
other  branch  Will  ae'tle  the  matter,  and  it  looks  to 
me  as  the  most  satisfactory  way  of  settling  it,  because 
then  the  directors  could  look  to  the  City  Govern- 
ment to  provide  the  extra  means  which  we  shall 
have  voten  by  placing  the  salaries  of  the  employees 
where  tney  were  tour  years  ago. 

Alderman  Hersey— If  the  Alderman  in  the  chair, 
who  is  a  member  •  1  the  director,  of  the  terries,  will 
give  us  sonic  information  on  this  point;  if  he  is  satis- 
lied  that  the  directors  would  like  to  nave  u- settle 
this  matter,  and  if  th;-y  are  in  Ivor  of  this  board 
settling  the  wages  of  their  employees,  I  should  be 
very  happy  to  vote  tor  the  order,  if  that  is  the  view 
they  take."  I  should  like  to  have  son? e  information 
troin  the  directors  before  voting  on  this. 

rue  Chair  (Alderman  lireek)— 1  would  inform  the 
Alderman,  so  far  as  1  understand  it.  Not  being  one 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Employees,!  cannot  tell 
exactly  the  date  when  t  at  petition  weut  in  for  their 
pay  to  be  raised.  But  there  was  a  petition,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Employees. 
But  there  I  as  been  unreport  so  far  from  that  com- 
mittee, and  tor  what  reason  I  do  uot  know.  But  the 
directors,  so  far  as  I  know,  or  so  far  as  I  have  had 
ouversations  with  them,  know  ol  no  immediate  de- 
mand or  want  ot  the  salaries  being  raised.  They 
think  the  salaries  are  sufficient,  or  did  when  this 
ordei  came  in.  If  this  order  is  to  he  passed,  and  the 
-  -Iiould  be  obliged  to  pay  the  extra  amount, 
1  haji'ly  think  the  appropriation  will  be  enough  to 
carry  us  through  the  year,  and  we  have  managed 
with  the  i  reatest  caution  and  prudence  to  make  both 
ends  meet.  The  appropriation  called  for  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  was  not  large  enough,  and, 
as  one  of  the  directors,  I  think  it  would  be  a  great 
deal  better  to  have  this  referred  to  the 
directors  and  hear  from  them  in  regard 
to  it.  This  matter  never  has  come  before 
the  directors  except  in  tue  form  of  a  petition, 
which  ha-  been  referred  to  a  sub-committee. 
But  I  think  the  directors  agtee  that  it  would  not  be 
a  gooo  thing  to  raise  the  galaries,  although  they 
would  he  glad  to  do  it.  They  want  m  see  the  ferry 
employees  paid  as  much  as  men  doing  similar  work 
are  getting  anywhere  else.  The  Aldermen  have  no 
idea  ol  the  pressure  there  is  to  get  positions  on  the 
ferries.  We  have  petitions  read  at  every  meeting 
that  are  placed  on  hie  or  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Employe*  8.  I  suppose  that,  if  every  employee  of 
the  ferries  was  to  leave,  in  twenty-four  hours  we 
could  get  competent  men  to  til  I  their  places.  Of 
cour-e  they  wi  uld  not  be  as  competent  as  the  present 
eiuolovecs,  because  thty  are  as  good  hands  as  we 
could  have,  and  we  think  their  pay  is  very  large  in 
comparison  with  that  of  ferry  employees  in  other 
cities,  and  much  mote  than  is  paid  on  the  Chelsea 
ferry.  1  think  this  matter  ought  to  remain  as  it  is 
until  the  new  year  comes  in,  aud  then  toe  appropria- 
tion can  be  asked  iorso  that  the  pay  of  the  einploy- 

'  be  made  what  it  was  when  it  was  reduced  in 
m  1*77. 

Alderman  Hersey— Then  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
proper  course  to  lake  will  be  to  refer  this  matter  to 
the  directors,  ani  asu  them  to  report  forthwith  to 
this  hoard  what  action  we  should  take  upon  the  mat- 
ter. They  certainly  will  then  be  relieved  from  any 
trouble  about  their  appropriation,  for  if  they  report 
hick  that  the  salaries  houid  ue  raised,  aud  we  raise 
them,  we  can  increase  their  appropriation,  so  that 
mere  will  he  no  difficulty  in  'hat  respect.  If  that  is 
what  is  holding  them  back  from  making  a  report 
upon  it — on  account  Of  a  lack  ot  appropriation — that 
will  be  a  proper  solution  ol  it.  I  hope  the  matter 
wi.l  be  referred  to  the  directors  ol  the  lerrits.  with 
a  request  t  .report  forthwith  to  this  board. 


Alderman  Tucker— It  seems  to  me  this  hoard  has 
notin  jg  to  do  with  this  matter.  It  belongs  to  the  di- 
rectors of  the  ferries.  As  I  miderstii'i  I  it  the  direc- 
tors employ  the  different  parties  they  want  as  labor- 
ers, engineers,  or  whatever  position  they  place  them 
in,  and  pay  ihem  the  price  thev  agree  upon.  I  do 
not  think  it  is  competent  or  proper  for  this  hoard  to 
act  upon  it.  If  the  directors  are  not  competent  men 
to  manage  their  own  affairs,  let  us  put  in  other  men 
tuat  are  competent.  I  do  not  kuow  what  we  should 
have  to  deyendupouif  the  Alderman  should  come  up 
tc  the  City  Hospital  and  say  that  we  are  not  paying 
enough  salaries  to  our  employees.  We  have  some 
150  on  tne  pay-rolls;  we  asked  for  an  appropriation 
sufficient  to  carry  u<  through,  and  we  never  have 
any  trouble  in  getting  all  the  employees  we  need.  I 
think  we  shall  do  injustice  to  the  airectors  if  we 
pass  this  order.  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  deai 
justly  with  their  employees.  As  the  Chair  has  stated, 
the  eirectors  rind  no  difficulty  in  getting  the  posi- 
tions tilled,  and  petitions  are  constantly  coming  in. 
There  is  a  large  number  of  such  petitions  on  tile  in 
the  department.  We  have  no  difhculty  in  getting 
all  the  lamolighters  we  want  in  the  Lamp  Depart- 
ment, and  I  presume  it  is  the  same  on  the  East  Bos- 
ton ferries  and  all  other  departments.  I  think  such 
action  as  is  proposed  is  entirely  out  ol  place.  If 
there  is  any  actior.  taken  to-.night  I  shall  vote  against 
this  order. 

Alderman  O'Brien — During  the  seven  years  I  have 
been  connected  with  City  Hall  I  believe  the  City 
Council  have  never  interfered  with  tue  salaries  at 
the  City  Hospital.  Here  is  a  case  where  the  City 
Council  did  interfere  with  the  salaries;  and  why 
should  they  not  now  undo  the  work  rney  have  done? 
I  do  not  believe  in  leaving  it  to  the  directors,who  for 
four  years  have  submitted  to  this  wrong  without  re- 
monstrating. "We  did  interfere  with  them  in  1877: 
we  reduc-d  these  salaries,  and  not  a  word  has  been 
heard  from  the  directors  of  the  terries  m  regard  to 
it.  Now  I  say  we  ought  to  luino  the  bad  work  done 
four  years  ago.  As  for  applications,  why  there  are 
over  a  thousand  from  muscular  and  tine  look- 
ing citizens,  who  are  willing  to  serve  the  city  on  the 
police.  There  are  500applications  for  lamplighters, 
and  two  or  three  hundred  applications  for  the  posi- 
tions of  firemen.  The  records  of  the  fublic  Library 
will  show  live  cr  six  hundred  petitions  for  employ- 
ment in  that,  department.  It  does  not  militate 
against  the  East  Boston  ferries  because  men  are  will- 
ing to  work  there,  because  we  find  this  pressure  for 
work  lu  every  department  of  the  City  Government. 
I  want  to  do  it  as  an  act  of  justice.  To  reduce  sala- 
ries you  have  to  submit,  to  compromises,  and  I  was  a 
parly  in  that  way  to  that  injustice.  The  large  com- 
mittee that  was  appointed  in  1877,  reduced  some  sal- 
aries that  I  think  ought  not  to  have  been  reduced.  I 
dou't  believe  they  ever  ought  to  have  touched  the 
lamplighters,  laborers  or  deckhands.  The  em- 
ployees in  the  Lamp  Department  were  also  reduced, 
but  the  Cotnuiittte  on  Lamps  have  done  the  employ- 
ees of  that  department  justice;  the  directors  of  tlie 
Bast  Boston  ferries  have  not,  lhe  salaries  of  their 
employees  stand  as  they  did  four  years  ago.  and  I 
>ay  it  is  about  time  for  tins  City  Government  to  step 
in  and  say  to  the  directors  that  they  want  to  see  this 
matter  restored.  Yon  say.  Mr.  Chaiaiuan,  that  they 
are  running  very  close  on  their  appropriation.  That 
i<  just  what.  I  stated.  They  have  no  money  to  pay 
for  this  increase.  "We  have  plenty  of  money  in  the 
treasury  to  do  justice  lo  the  deckhands,  to  the 
lamplighters,  to  oilers,  and  the  poorer  classes  of  our 
employees  who  have  nobody  to  speak  for  them  unless 
the  matter  is  pressed  in  this  way. 

Alderman  Woolley— There  is  one  thing  which  per- 
haps titis  Board  of  Aldermen  do  not  understand,  and 
that  is  the  small  amount  of  money  required  to  make 
this  mi  lease.  1  think  it  will  effect  about  eighty  men 
on  an  average  of  Hve  dollars  per  month,  which  will 
be  four  hundred  dollars  per  mouth,  which  for  the 
three  months  left  of  this  year  will  make  about  twelve 
hundred  dollars  extra.  Now  that  is  not  a  very  enor- 
mous sum.  Twelve  hundred  dollars  is  not  a  sum 
which  creates  any  discussion  in  this  boar  I  usually 
when  an  appropi  iation  is  to  be  made.  It  seems  to  me 
it  is  a  small  sum  to  ask  for.  One  gentleman  at  this 
hoard  has  eouipared  the  services  rendered  by  the,  em- 
ployees of  the  East  Boston  terries  with  those  on 
other  ferries,  aud  it  is  not  a  fair  comparison.  There 
is  but  one  other  lorry  run  as  a  public  ferry  iu  the 
lily  of  Boston,  and  that  is  the  Chelsea  ferry.  They 
do  not  run  after  12  o'clock  at  night,  and  therefore 
the  employees  do  not  have  so  many  hours  to  work. 
Their  term  of  service  each  day  is  about  six  hours  and 
a  half.  It  is  a  corporation  owned  by  a  small  number 
of  individual  stockholders,  and  of  course  they  would 
naturally  pay  their  men  less  than  the  City  of  Boston 
does,  because  they  require   less  service.    As  I   said 
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before,  I  do  not  think  the  comparison  is  a  fair 
one. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  will  agree  with  the  gentleman 
last  up  that  the  nay  of  the  men  on  those  boats  is  not 
what  it  ought  to  be!  and  lor  one  I  would  be  perfectly 
willing  to  have  their  oay  increased.  But  I  want  to 
have  the  gentleman  or.  my  right  change  his  motion 
so  that  the" directors  sball  be  requested  to  report  at 
our  next  meeting,  so  that  we  can  hear  from  them  the 
reason  they  nave  for  not  paying  those  men  what  they 
ought  to  be  paid;  and  if  it  is  because  they  haven't 
the  funds,  I  guarantee  that  I  wiil  immediately  vote 
that  they  shall  be  paid  wuat  they  should  be.  I  hope 
the  gentleman  will  move  to  amend  so  as  to  have  the 
direc  tors  come  before  us. 

Alderman  Viles— After  bearing  from  Alderman 
Breck,  who  has  been  a  director  for  several  years,  I 
have  no  doubt  that  if  this  matter  goes  to  the"  direc- 
tors justice  will  be  done  to  ttie  employees,  and  if  they 
come  to  this  board  with  a  request  for  an  additional 
appropriation  to  make  this  increase  1  have  no  doubt 
the  money  will  be  furnished.  I  have  not  any  doubt 
but  what  every  member  of  this  board  will  vote  tor 
it  if  it  is  recommended  by  the  directors.  This  mat- 
ter does  not  come  from  the  directors.  Iwou.dask 
Alderman  Woolley  if  he  was  not  on  the  board  of 
diiectors  until  May  of  this  year  1881? 

Alderman  Woollev— I  was  a  director  up  to  1880. 

Alderman  Viles— 1881? 

Alderman  Curtis— The  Alderman  says  1881  and 
you  say  1880. 

Alderman  Viles — I  think  the  book  says  the  Alder- 
mau  was  a  director  up  to  last  May. 

Alderman  Woolley— The  Alderman  is  right.  Up 
to  May,  1881. 

Alderman  Viles— Then  the  Alderman  has  sat  on 
that  board  for  the  last  two  years,  and  failed  to  open 
his  mouth  on  this  question.  It  was  referred  to  his 
committee  and  then  he  didn't  say  a  word.  Now  he 
comes  in  here  and  asks  for  the  increase  of  the  pay  of 
these  employees.  I  am  willing  to  vote  tor  more 
money  when  the  directors  ask  for  it. 

Alderman  Woollsy— Tbe  gentleman  is  mistaken  in 
saying  that  1  did  not  open  my  mouth.  I  am  willing 
to  say  that  on  every  occasion  when  the  matter  came 
up  I  was  in  favor  of  this  matter,  except  the  single 
one  where  I  said,  it  being  late  in  the  year,  our  appro- 
priation being  small,  the  Committee  on  Employees 
did  not  deem  it  expedient  to  report  in  favor  of  the 
increase  at  that  time.  But  they  did  report  that  in 
their  opinion  the  pay  of  the  employees  should  be  in- 
creased; and  in  making  up  the  impropriation  for  the 
year  ensuing  we  should  make  it  up  on  the  basis  of  a 
raise  in  the  pay  of  the  employees.  The  gentleman 
does  me  injustice  when  he  says  I  sat  in  that  board 
and  refused  to  advocate  the  raise  of  the  pav  of  any 
employee  in  that  department  who  was  doing  good 
and  efficient  service.    It  is  wrong,  sir,  and  I  deny  it. 

Alderman  Frost— This  matter  is  certainly  before 
us  very  irregularly,  aDd  the  best  thing  we  can  do  is 
to  refer  it  to  the  directors  for  information.  1  do  not 
Know  anything  about  these  men.  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  whether  their  pay  is  too  high  or  too  low.  I 
am  not  thoroughly  posted  as  to  the  hours  of  work. 
The  Alderman  who  has  just  spoken  I  know  at  one 
time  said  their  time  was  about  sixteen  hours  a  day, 
and  I  understood  the  directors  to  report  that  it  was 
less  than  nine  hours  on  an  average.  If  it  is  nine 
hours  it  seems  to  ine  it  is  very  fair  pay;  but  before 
saying  that  I  should  want  to  be  better  posted,  and  to 
hear  from  the  directors,  whose  business  it  is  to  regu- 
late the  matter.  We  have  an  excellent  board  of 
directors  :  there  is  no  doubt  about  that.  The 
ferries  were  never  better  run  within  my  recollection; 
everything  is  kept  in  good  order,  and  my  opinion  is 
that  we  have  a  first-class  gang  of  men  on  the  ferry- 
boats, and  I  think  they  ought  to  get  good  pay.  I 
have  no  idea  that  any  AUleruiau  at  this  board  wishes 
any  men  like  the  class  of  men  on  the  ferries  to  work 
for  less  pay  than  they  are  worth.  But  I  do  not  think 
an  order  of  this  kind  should  be  brought  up  to  put 
men  on  record  for  or  against  it,  though  if  I  have  to 
meet  it  lam  not  af  raid"  to  do  so.  But  I  do  not  want 
to  say  that  I  am  in  favor  of  or  against  it.  It  isn't  a 
matter  I  have  looked  into  thoroughly,  and  I  think 
the  directors  are  more  competent  to  say  what  the 
pay  of  their  employees  should  be  than  I  am.  No 
doubt  wages  have  come  up  since  1877  in  many  kinds 
of  employment.  As  the  Alderman  says,  in  this  mat- 
ter we  have  nothing  else  to  compare  with,  because 
the  work  is  not  so  arduous  on  the  Che'sea  Ferrv  as 
on  the  East  Boston  Ferries.  I  don't  know  how  many 
gangs  of  men  they  have  there.  I  think  it  is  a  matter 
that  ought  to  be  looked  into,  and  though  I  may  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  ferry  employees  ought  to 
have  more  pay,  I  don't  think  the  decision  of  the  mat- 
ter ought  to  be  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  direc- 
tors. 


Alderman  O'Brien— A  great  deal  has  been  said 
about  irregularity.  Where  is  the  irregularity?  This 
was  an  order  introduced  i»jto  the  other  branch  of  the 
City  Council;  it  was  referred  to  the  Joint  Standing- 
Committee  on  East  Boston  Ferries;  that  committee 
submitted  two  reports,  a  majority  and  a  minority. 
The  Common  Council  ador.ted  the  minority  report 
and  sent  it  up  to  us  for  concurrence.  We  sent  it 
back  to  tbem,  referring  the  whole  matter  ti.  the  Di- 
rectors of  East  Boston  Ferries,  and  they  sent  it  back 
to  us  again  adhering  to  their  former  vote.  Now  I 
would  ask  any  reasonable  Alderman  if  this  subject  is 
irregularly  before  u=?  If  it  has  not  been  looked  into? 
If  it  bas  not  been  before  a  committee  and  examined 
and  reported  upon  by  them?  And  why  should  we 
hesitate  to  act  upon  it?  If  we  send  it  to  the  directors 
of  the  ferries  again,  the  other  branch  of  the  City 
Council  will  send  it  down  to  us  by  idhering  to  their 
former  vote,  and  we  shall  be  in"  the  same  fix  then 
that  we  are  now.  I  do  not  see  the  irregularity  in 
this  business.  It  is  merely  sending  this  matter  back 
and  forth  from  one  branch  to  the  other,  and  I  be- 
lieve it  ought  to  be  settled  here  and  noiV  without 
reference  to  the  directors  of  the  ferries. 

Alderman  Viles — This  matter  has  been  before  the 
Committee  on  the  East  Boston  Ferries,  and  the  ma- 
jority reported  that  the  order  ought  not  to  uass  It 
was  not  referred  to  the  directors.  The  minority  re- 
port of  the  committee  was  that  the  order  ought  to 
pass.  I  think  it  never  has  been  before  the  directors, 
and  until  to-night  no  motion  has  been  made  to  refer 
it  to  them. 

Alderman  Woolley— Did  the  committee  consult 
with  the  directors  before  making  their  report? 

Alderc;.an  Viles— VVe  did. 

Alderman  Haldeman— This  is  a  subject  I  don't 
know  anything  about.  I  seldom  see  the  ferries  or  go 
that  wav .  But  the  gentlemen  who  oppose  this  order 
appear  to  be  unanimous  in  speaking  of  the  worth  of 
the  various  employees  of  the  ferries,  their  strict  at- 
tention to  their  du'ies,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  refer 
to  them  fnrther.  The  piincipal  objection  seems  to 
be  the  impropriety  of  acting  over  the  heads  of  the 
directors.  Now  I  don't  see  why  there  should  be  any 
special  squeamishness  on  this  subject  after  the  City 
Government  have  already  advanced  the  pay  of  the 
laborers  in  all  the  various  departments  of  the  city 
without  consulting  the  heads  of  departments  or  the 
committees  in  charge.  We  have  raised  the  salaries 
of  almost  everybody — on  some  of  them  we  started 
most  extravagantly,  and  got  snubbed  before 
we  got  tbrough.  I  see  no  more  reason  why 
we  should  stop  in  going  through  the  list  at  the  East 
Boston  ferries  than  at  any  other  place.  The  idea  of 
sendins  it  back  to  the  directors  is  simply  one  of  eva- 
sion, to  get  rid  of  the  Question.  Wer  know  that  we 
shall  have  but  two  more  meetings  during  this  year, 
and  a  great  many  subjects  have  already  been  re- 
ferred to  the  last  meeting.  Why  should  we  avoid 
coming  to  an  issue  on  this  question?  If  we  don't 
close  it  up  now  it  will  go  over  to  the  next  City  Gov- 
ernment. As  we  have  already  met  so  many  ques- 
tions of  this  kiud  I  think  it  is  time  we  closed  "up  this 
one.  I  certainly  am  tired  of  seeing  every  week  on 
the  order  of  business  this  "adherence  of  the  Com- 
mon Couuc'l  to  their  fonuer  vote.''  If  the  directors 
require  any  more  time,  it  is  certainly  very  late  in  the 
year  to  commence.  They  have  had  the  w  olejear 
before  them.  If  they  had  intended  doing  this  thing 
it  should  have  been  done  before  this.  Any  further 
delay  means  death  to  ibis  proposition.  I  am  ready  to 
go  upon  the  record  to  finish  up  the  business  which 
we  should  have  done  months  ago.  By  several  dila- 
tory proceses  we  have  got  to  the  end  of  our  term 
with  a  good  many  things  unfinished  that  should  have 
been  attended  to.  I  don't  believe  in  doing  business 
that  way.  I  am  prepared  to  settle  things  as  they 
come  at  all  times.  I  dou't  believe  in  shoving  matters 
over  to  the  next  City  Government  and  am  willing  to 
take  my  share  of  the  responsibility  at  all  times.  I 
shall  vote  for  the  order  as  offered. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  believe  that  if  we  had  re- 
ferred this  matter  to  the  directors  of  the  ferries  at 
the  time  it  was  first  presented  to  us  it  wouid  have 
been  settled  long  ago.  Of  course  the  directors  were 
not  going  to  take  action  on  this  while  the  order  was 
pending  in  the  City  Council,  t  have  no  doubt  that 
had  it  been  referred  to  the  directors  the  employees 
would  have  received  their  former  pay  long  ago,  and 
I  believe  the  reason  they  are  not  receiving  it  is  be- 
cause the  subject  was  not  referred  to  the  directors. 
Now  in  regard  to  increasing  tie  wages  of  other 
employees.  I  have  always  believed  it  should  have 
been  done  by  the  committees  on  those  departments. 
But  there  is  a  still  stronger  reason  when  the  depart- 
ment is  controlled  by  a  board  of  directors  rather 
than  by  a  committee  who  are  represented  in  the  City 
Council.    The  directors  are  represented  here,  anil 
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ttie  Alderman  iu  giving  their  views  says  they  are 
opposed  tii  granting  the  increase,  tor  the  reason  that 
the  appropriation  wid  not  admit  of  it.  Now  tbe 
Aide-man  from  East  Boston  opposed  increasing  it  at 
the  time  it  wa«  submitted  to  him  because. their  appro- 
priation was  so  small,  and  would  not  admit  of  it.  is 
not  that  the  same  reason  that  prevails  to-day.'  On 
the  same  basis  he  should  come  to  the  same  conclu- 
sion to-da.v  that  he  did  then.  I  do  not  draw  tbe 
same  conclusion  myself.  I  believe  the  employees 
should  have  an  increase  of  their  nay,  and  I  believe 
it  is  only  necessary  to  refer  it  to  the  board  of  direc- 
tors to  have  them  vote  the  termer  late  of  wages,  and 
as  soon  as  they  report  it  back  I  have  no  doubt  it  wjII 
be  final. 

Alderman  Woollev — i  want  to  set  the  gentleman 
right  in  regard  to  that  report  which  hasbeen  brought 
in  here.  1  was  tbe  chairman  of  the  committee  that 
made  that  report,  but  that  I  was  not  opposed  to  it  is 
not  true.  1  was  in  favor  of  the  increase,  but  I  did 
not  see  tit  to  make  a  minority  report,  but  in  the  com- 
mittee I  was  in  favor  of  rai-ing  the  wages,  and  the 
reason  they  were  not  raised  was  because  there  was 
no  money  to  do  it  with.  Now  while  1  am  up  1  wish 
to, gay  that  I  deny  that  I  have  any  object  in  forcing 
this  uoon  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at 
the  present  time,  or  just  before  the  election,  for  I  do 
not  believe  it  will  make  one  vote's  difference  witn 
any  gentleman  who  is  a  candidate,  whether  he  votes 
for  or  against  this  measure — not  one  single  vote,  in 
my  opinion.  In  answer  to  the  gentleman  opposite 
in  regard  to  the  employees  being  occupied  sixteen 
hours  a  da, ,  if  1  made  any  such  statement  as  tnat  it 
was  an  error.  'I hey  are  employed  a  long  day  and  a 
short  one.  Tnc  long  day  commences  at  G  o'clock  in 
the  evening  and  ends  at  7  iu  the  morning,  making 
thirteen  boms.  The  short  dav  is  about  six  and  a 
half  hours  and  sometimes  commences  at  9  in  the 
morning,  and  sometimes  in  the  evening.  They 
work  Sundays  and  holidays,  and  the  work 
on  holidays  is  a  great  deal  harder  than  on  other 
days. 

Alderman  Viles — I  know  nothing  about  the  Alder  - 
u i u i .  i  minority  report.  All  I  know  is  the  report  I 
have  here,  signed  by  Woollev,  Brintnnll  and  Griffin. 
All  I  can  say  is  that  if  the  Alderman  had  brought  id 
a  minority  report  aDd  fought  for  it  in  the  board  of 
directors  as  hard  as  he  has"  [ought  for  this  report 
here,  the  employees  of  the  ferries  would  have  had 
their  increase  of  pay  long  ago. 

Alderman  Woollev— No  report  was  brought  in 
signed.  Those  three  gentlemen  were  on  the  com- 
mittee, but  no  report  was  brought  in  signed. 

Alderman  Curtis  asked  that  the  motion  be  changed 
>f  as  to  request  the  directors  to  report  at  the  next 
meeting  of  tbe  board,  and  Alderman  Viles  accept- 
ing tbe  amendment  of  Alderman  Hersey,  the  ques- 
tion came  upon  the  reference  of  the  matter  to  the 
directors  of  the  ferries  with  directions  to  report  at 
tbe  next  meeting  of  the  board. 

Alderman  Woollev  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  the  motion  was  adopted — y<as  7,  nays  r>: 

Yeas— Aldermen  Breck,  Curtis,  Frost,  Hersey, 
Slade,  Tucker,  Viles— 7. 

Nays — Aldermen  Caldwell,  Haldeman,  O'Brien, 
Whitten,  Woolley— 5. 

UNDERGROUND   TELEGRAPH  AND   TELEPHONE 
WIRES. 

Alderman  O'Brien  offered  the  following: 

Whereas  inconsequence  of  the  rapid  increase  in 
the  number  of  telegraph,  telephone  and  electric 
lighting  companies,  constant  additions  are  being 
made  to  tbe  wires  used  in  the  business  of  said  com- 
panies, and 

Whereas  the  way  in  which  said  wires  are  carried 
through  the  city  by  fastening  them  to  roofs  and  sus- 
pending them  to  poles  in  the  streets,  causes  great 
annoyance  to  citizens,  disfigures  tbe  highways,  inter- 
feres with  the  operations  of  tbe  tire  department,  and 
renders  tbe  business  of  the  companies  owning  tbe 
wires  liable  to  interruption  in  case  of  breakages  or 
conflagrations,  i'    is 

Ordered,  That  the  Fire  Commissioners  be  request- 
ed to  consider  and  report  at  an  early  day  to  the  next 
Board  of  Aldermen,— 

1st.  The  best  method  of  placing  wires  lor  tbe  trans- 
mission of  electricity  underground,  by  which  ibe 
wires  now  in  use  may  be  accommodated,  and  provi- 
sion made  for  the  future  wants,  and  tbe  probable  ex- 
pense of  the  same. 

2d.  The  expediency  of  adopting  Bticb  ,i  system  and 
keeping  it  under  municipal  control,  instead  ol  sur- 
rendering the  right  to  private  corporation-. 

3d.  Tbe  rate  that  it  would  be  necessary   to  charge 
users  of   the  -yslein   in   order  to  pay  not   less  than 
eight  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  investment,  1 
the  cost  of  rare  and  management. 


4th.  What,  if  any,  legislation  is  required  to  enable 
the  city  to  undertake  the  work. 

Alderman  O'Brien— borne  years  ago  I  offered  an 
order  for  the  rtpoointmentof  acomndttee  to  consider 
this  subject.  I  believe  they  never  reported.  1  have 
been  struck  recently  by  the  petition  w  ich  has  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Paving,  by  which  an 
out-of-town  company  has  asked  for  a  franchise  in 
our  streets  to  run  its  wires  underground.  I  believe 
we  shall  never  arrive  at  a  proper  and  fair  considera- 
tion of  this  subject  until  it,  is  looked  into  by  a  depart- 
ment of  the  Citv  Government.  I  do  not  know  any 
department  more  competent  to  look  into  this  subject 
than  the  Fire  Commissioners.  They  already  use  in- 
numerable wires,  are  acquainted  with  the  subject, 
and  I  believe  they  could  disinterestedly  recommend 
to  the  City  Government  some  method  of  laying  these 
wires  underground.  I  do  not  believe  in  giving  these 
franchises  in  our  streets  to  private  corporations. 
The  City  of  Boston  should  control  tbem,  the  same  as  it 
controls  water-pipes  and  sewers.  I  believe  that  il 
these  tib  graph,  telephone  and  electric  light  com- 
panies want  to  use  our  streets,  we  should  not  give 
our  streets  up  to  them  without  some  compen- 
sation. We  should  lay  these  pipes  or  boxes 
for  the  wires  underground  and  fake  care  of  them, 
and  charge  tbe  users  a  fair  compensation  for  the 
plant  in  the  first  place,  that  is  '-ight  per  cent,  on 
tbe  expenditure  it  will  cost,  and  a  sufficient  yearly 
sum  to  nay  the  cost  of  carrying  them  on.  I  be- 
lieve we  shall  never  arrive  at  any  definite  con- 
clusion in  i  elation  to  this  matter  riiiiess  we  have 
a  report  from  some  department  like  the  Fire  Com- 
missioners. They  will  give  us  all  the  information  m 
relation  to  the  matter  from  a  disinterested  stand- 
point. I  believe  it  is  the  duty  to  provide  for  laying 
these  wires  undergound  instead  of  having  these  un- 
sightly poles  distiguriDg  o;:r  stieets,  and  these  wires 
covering  all  our  housetops  and  stores.  The  order' 
merely  asks  for  information,  and  I  hope  it  will 
pass. 

Alderman  Slade  -I  do  not  object  to  the  passage  of 
this  order,  but  I  simply  want  to  sav  here  that  the 
Paving  Department  has  given  several  hearings  this 
season  to  the  telegraph  aud  telephone  companies  irt 
regard  to  this  matter.  There  are  many  objections 
which  come  up  all  along.  I  have  myself  suggested, 
before,  whether  it  would  net  be  proper  and  better 
for  the  city  to  do  it,  whenever  it  could  be  found  that 
tbe  placing  of  these  wires  underground  can  be  done 
aud  can  be  operated  satisfactorily,  and  whether  or 
not  the  oity  bad  not  better  lay  the  pipe*  and  let  the 
different  companies  have  the  right  to  use  them. 
This  matter  has  been  before  the  committee,  as  I 
have  said.  We  have  asked  the  City  Solicitor 
whether  we  had  the  right  to  give  any  one  tele- 
graph or  telephone  company  the  right  to  lay  these 
pedes  and  charge  the  ofhersjfor  the  use  of  them,  and 
1  think  the  report  was  that  we  can,  and  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  expediency.  TbeBavingDepartmenthave 
given  this  matter  a  great  deal  of  time  and  considera- 
tion, hut  I  don't  know  that  it  would  not  be  best  to 
let  the  Fire  Commisiontrs  have  the  matter,  and  I 
am  quite  sun-  it  will  take  them  a  long  while  befoie 
they  will  satisfy  themselves,  because  the  telegraph 
and  telephone  companies  are  not  yet  satisfied  that  it 
can  be  uone.  It  has  only  been  used  a  very  short  dis- 
tance yet.  I  know  the  companies  are  giving  this 
matter  a  great  ilea!  of  consideration  and  study,  to 
know  just  what  plan  will  work  tbe  best.  I  do  not 
object  to  the  Alderman's  order. 

Alderman  Tucker— 1  believe  in  the  spirit  of  the 
order,  but  it  struck  me  tnat  the  Paving  Department 
is  the  proper  olaee  for  it  to  go  to.  At  the  same  time  I 
have  no  objection,  if  it  is  thought  best  for  it  to  go  to 
the  Fire  Commissioners.  I  have  no  doubt  the  Paving 
Department  will  be  very  glad  to  get  rid  of  it.  I 
think  I  should  myself,  and  I  don't  object  to  the  or- 
der. 

The  order  was  passed. 

THE    ELECTION   RETURNS. 

Alderman  Viles— I  have  on  my  desk  die  usual  order 
Hatch  comes  iu  ;.t  this  time  of  the  vear,  for  a  commit- 
tee on  the  ele  tion  returns.  I  will  offer  it,  but  ask  the 
Chairman  not  to  appoint  me  on  the  committee,  as  1 
would  state  to  the  board  that  I  cannot  count  votes 
any  better  ibis  year  tlmu  I  cwuld  last  year, 
and  I  believe  on  the  recount  there  was  one  precinct 
which  1  failed  to  count  correctly.  Therefore  I  ask 
not  to  be  placed  upon  the  committee. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order — That  a  commit- 
tee consisting  of  three  members  of  'bis  board  be 
appointed  to  examine  and  report  on  the  returns  of 
the  municipal  election. 

Aloeru:nn  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

Tbe  Chairman  suggested  tuat  the  committee  ought 
to  consist  of  at  least  seven  members,  and  bv  unan- 
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imous     consent    the    order    was    sa    amended,  and 
,  passed. 

The  chairman  appointed  Aldermen  Vilea,Whitten, 
Curtis,  Frost,  Haldeman,  Hersey  and  Caldwell  on 
said  committee. 

THE  CHARLESTOWN  BRIDGE. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Caldwell  the  board  took 
from  the  table  the  report  of  inexpedient  to  adopt 
the  plan  of  T.  Larkiu  Turner  for  a  tunnel  to  Charles- 
town.    (City  Doc.  144.) 

Alderman  Caldwell— [do  not  think  it  13  necessary 
to  take  up  much  of  the  time  of  the  board  in  explain- 
ing this  report.  Every  member  of  the  board  has 
had  it  before  him,  and,  doubtless,  given  it  due  con- 
sideration. I  will  simply  call  attention  to  the  report 
itself.  [The  Alderman  read  the  report,  explained 
the  proposed  route  of  the  tunnels  proposed  by  Mr. 
Turner  and  Mr.  Herschel,  and  exhibited  a  map  of 
the  route.] 

The  reoort  was  accepted.    Sent  down. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Caldwell  the  board  took 
from  the  table  the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee, 
and  report  of  the  special  committee,  relating  to  the 
proposed  new  bridge  to  Charlestown. 

Alderman  Curtis— This  is  a  very  importani  subject 
and  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not  press  for  action 
upon  it  to-night,  for  I  think  this  board  should  fully 
understand  it.  It  is  so  important  for  the  interest  of 
the  whole  ciiy  as  well  as  for  the  people  of  Charles- 
town,  that  in  my  opinion  this  board  should  visit  the 
premises  and  examine  them  more  thoroughly  than 
they  have  had  an  opportunity  of  doing.  It  is  going 
to  be  a  great  question  whether  we  shall  spend  money 
on  the  old  bridges  or  whether  we  shall  build  a  new 
iron  bridge.  Another  question  of  great  importance 
in  relation  to  that  matter  is  how  we  shall  best  get 
over  those  railroad  tracks  on  the  other  side  of  the 
channel.  The  railroads  have  their  elevator  there, 
which  is  to  my  mind,  and  to  those  of  most  gentle- 
men at  this  board  a  great  impediment  in  the  street, 
and  travel  will  be  impeded  there  to  a  great  extent.  I 
want  to  move  carefully  in  this  matter,— so  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  for  I  am  well  aware  there  is  a  large  sum 


of  money  to  be  invested.  If  there  is  anything  that 
can  be  done  to  carry  us  over  those  railroads,  which  I 
think  should  be  done,  and  which  I  believe  is  for  the 
best  iuterest  of  the  city,  I  hope  it  will  be  done,  and 
I  trust  the  gentleman  will  not  press  it.  I  would  sug- 
gest that  the  board  visit  the  locality  at  the  cal  1  of  the 
Chairman. 

The  Chairman  suggested,  and  on  motion  of  Alder- 
man Curtis  it  was  ordered,  that  the  report  of  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  and  the  several  documents  relating 
to  the  subject  be  printed. 

Alderman  Caldwell  desired  to  give  members  time 
to  investigate  the  subject,  but  thought  they  had  had 
ample  time.  Every  detention  is  great  damage  to  the 
city. 

Alderman  Curtis  thought  it  might  as  well  be  dis- 
cussed this  evening,  as  they  could  not  possibly  reach 
a  conclusion. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  was  specially  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  at  5  o'clock  P.  M. 

Alierman  Haldeman — I  would  ask  for  informa- 
tion if  the  committee  have  given  a»y  consideration 
to  the  question  of  having  the  river  ciosedas  a  high- 
way, as  has  been  done  in  other  cases,  and  as  can  be 
done  by  an  appeal  to  the  legislature.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  necessary  to  go  to  Congress.  Certainly  the  use 
of  the  river  for  navigation  is  not  neccessary  and  can 
be  dispensed  with.  No  matter  what  we  do  in  the 
way  of  building  bridges,  it  is  simply  make  shift,  and 
will  only  do  for  the  time  being.  I  think  the  time  is 
not  far  distant  when  the  river  will  be  closed  as  a 
public  highway.  Of  course  we  cannot  stop  the 
water,  hut  the  passage  of  vessels  through  the  bridges 
cau  be  stopped.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  betterments 
that  would  arise  uoon  the  wharf  property  and  shores 
of  the  river  will  be  much  more  than  the  less  to  the 
shipping.  That  is  a  very  serious  consideration,  and 
I  hope  the  committee  have  given  it  careful  attention. 
It  not,  I  think  it  should  be  done  some  time  or  other. 

It  was  voted  to  visit  the  premises,  and  the  Chair- 
man appoinced  Saturday  next  at  2  o'clock  P.  M.,  as 
the  time  tor  starting. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Tncker. 
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Reguiar  meeting.  Called  to  order  at  12  minutes 
before  8  1*.  M.,  Charles  E.  Pratt,  President,  in  the 
chair. 

PAPERS  FBOM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Report  of  tires,  etc.,  for  .November.  Placed  on 
rile. 

Report  and  ordei  to  clunge  to  restrictions  the  con- 
ditions in  a  (.ted  to  Anson  Dexter  et  al.,  November 
23, 1857,  in  Suffolk  Deeds,  Book  727,  fol.  270.  Order 
passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  to  Clothilda  Karrar  $100  due  her 
lather,  a  late  employee  ot  tr.e  Health  Department. 
Referred,  on  motion  of  .Mr.  Wharton,  of  Ward  11,  to 
the  Committee  on  Health. 

Order  to  pay  to  Maria  Leahy  $24.08  due  her  hus- 
band, a  late  employee  of  the  i'erry  Department;  and 
order  to  pay  Isabella  J.  Bice  $20  due  ner  husbard,  a 
late  employee  of  the  Ferry  Department.  Severally 
passed  over  at  the  reque-t  of  Mr.  Wbitmore. 

THE    MAKING    OF  MOTIONS  TO  RECONSIDER. 

Mr.  Wbitmore  of  Ward  12— Before  we  proceed  to 
the  next  order  on  the  programme,  1  wish  to  call  the 
attention  ol  the  Council  to  Che  fact  that  one  item  of 
untiuwhed  business  was  not  reached  at  the  last  meet- 
ing, and  therefore  would  naturally  liave  been  at  the 
beginning  of  uulinished  business  lor  this  evening.  It 
»  on  our  programme  of  Dec.  8th,  being  a  notice  of 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  assigning  the  Arnold 
Arboretum  matter  to  T%  o'clock  P.  M.  of  that 
The  matter  occurred  very  curiously, 
but  inasmuch  as  it  involves  a  point  which  may  be  a 
great  ileal  of  importance  hereafter,  I  think  it  proper 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  it  now.  At 
the  last  meeting  we  went  through  with  various  mat- 
ters ol  uutinislied  business,  including  the  Charles- 
rjver  embankment.  The  next  item  on  the  programme 
wae  that  motion  for  reconsideiation  of  the  Arnold 
Arboretum  assignment.  At  that  time  I  made  a  mo- 
tion to  suspend  i  lie  rule,  that  reports  of  committees 
might  come  in,  which  was  done.  After  that,  under 
suspensions  of  the  rule,  two  or  three  orders  came  in 
and  were  considered,  and  before  the  Chair  could 
resume  the  regular  order  of  business,  which  was 
the  reconsideration,  the  Council  was  adjourned  for 
lack  of  a  quotum,  lam  Informed  thai  the  reason 
the  matter  was  left  oft  the  list  to-ii'ght,  where  it 
should  have  been,  as  1  view  it,  was  owing  to  our 
present  rule  63.  That  rule  provides  in  regard  to  a 
motion  to  reconsider,  that  any  person  giving  notice, 
etc.,  may  move  a  reconsideration  at  the  next  meet- 
ing, ''at  which  such  motion  shall  be  in  order  in  the 
regular  course  of  business."  It  never  occurred  to  me 
in  framing  this  rule  that  there  was  a  chance  for  such 
a  misunderstanding;  and  yet  it  happened  that  the 
Assistant  Clerk  in  making  up  the  programme  con- 
strued t;.e  rule  entirely  different  from  what  1  did.  I 
suppose  it  means  at  the  next  meeting  at  which  it  shall 
be  in  order  in  the  regular  course  of  ousiness.  Bv 
our  rule  38,  motions  to  reconsider  come  in  the  third 
department  alter  untiuished  business  of  preceding 
meetings.  The  construction  which  the  Assistant 
Clerk  put  upon  it  was  that  the  motion  to  lecousider 
must  be  made  at  t lie  next  meeting  in  point  of  time 
and  could  not  be  made  afterwards.  It  seemed  tome 
that  this  constr  uction  was  erroneous,  not  only  be- 
cause I  know  what  was  the  intent  of  the  committee 
that  reported  the  rule  al  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
but  because  such  u  construction  would  bring  us  into 
the  difficult;,  we  intended  u»  avoid.  If  it  were  pos- 
sible to  Pi  event  the  making  of  a  motion  to  reconsider 
at  the  next  meet)  g  by  adjournment,  and  that  was 
the  end  of  it,  we  should  run  the  risk  of  having  the 
Council  early  adjourned  at  almost  every  meeting 
for  ihe  purpose  of  slaving  off  motions  to  re- 
consider. We  have  seen  tins  year  where  the 
feeling,  of  members  were  particularly  interest- 
ed in  an?  measure,  that  it  was  possible  to  get  an  early 
xdjouri  tnent  by  being  kit  without  a  quorum.  There- 
tace  I  should  be  very  Bjrrj  to  have  such  a  construc- 
tion put  upon  this  rule,  not  oul>  because  that  was  not 
our  intention  when  wo  passed  it,  but  because  such  a 
construction  would  put  us  in  constant  peril  of  early 
adjournment- to  kill  oil  tuotions  to  reconsider.    In 


this  particular  case  the  matter  is  not  of  the  slightest 
importance,  because  ray  intention  was  and  is  now, 
when  the  motion  for  reconsideration  was  reached,  to 
withdraw  it.  My  object  in  giving  the  notice  was 
purely  tactical,  to  prevent  the  consideration  of  a  cer- 
tain matter  at  an  early  hour  at  the  next  meeting. 
That  being  accomplished,  I  do  not  care  anything 
about  it,  and  hope  the  motion  ti>  reconsider  will 
be  voted  down.  But  it  is  important  to  es- 
tablish the  principle  that  when  a  reconsideration 
has  been  properly  moved,  it  will  be  in  order,  like 
a  past,  assignment,  until  it  is  reached  under  unfin- 
ished business— for  example,  if  we  were  to  adjourn 
to-night,  before  reconsiderations  are  reached,  this 
matter  would  go  over  to  the  next  meeting;  therefore, 
Mr.  President,  I  ask  that  you  put  the  motion  for  re- 
consideration of  the  assignment  of  the  Arnold  Ar- 
boretum matter  to  half-past  seven  o'clock  at  the  last 
meeting,  notice  of  which  I  gave  two  meetings  ago, 
and  I  hope  :t  will  be  voted  down,  because  that  will 
leave  the  main  question  where  it  should  be,  among 
the  past  assignments.  If  we  do  not  de  that,  it  will 
be  a  question  whether  the  whole  matter  of  assign- 
ment has  not  entirely  farllen.  Certainly  I  do  not 
wish  to  come  to  that  result.  I  want  everything  done 
properly  and  according  to  the  rules. 

The  President  put  the  question  upon  reconsidera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11 — I  hope  that  motion  will 
not  be  put.  at  the  pre.  cut  time,  because  it  seems  to  me 
the  action  taken  by  the  officers  of  the  Council  was 
proper.  As  I  read  this  63d  rule,  a  member  may 
under  certain  conditions  give  notice  of  a  motion  to 
reconsider,  and  "he  may  move  a  reconsideration  at 
the  next  meeting,"  and  after  the  word  meeting  is  a 
comma,  followed  by  the  words  "at  which  such 
motion  shall  be  in  order  in  the  regular  course  of 
business."  It  seems  that  the  custom  of  the  Council 
has  been  that  wben  a  reconsideration  was  morel  in 
this  way,— by  giving  notice, — unless  it  is  moved  at  the 
next  meeting  the  matter  goes  over  and  the  notice  of 
reconsideration  is  void.  That  would  leave  the  ques- 
tion just  where  it  was  when  specially  assigned  at  the 
meeting  before— that  is  to  say,  it  will  be  ia  order  as  a 
past  assignment.  1  hope  the  Chair  vill  makeadecision 
on  the  interpretation  of  that  rule,  tor  I  think  that 
rule  63,  as  1  read  it,  is  a  good  one. 

Mr.  Wbitmore — I  wish  to  correct  the  gentleman  on 
two  or  three  matters  in  which  I  believe  he  is  mis- 
taken. This  ease  has  never  arisen  before,  to  the  best 
of  my  recollection,  and  I  think  my  memory  is  ant  to 
be  correct  in  matters  of  this  kind.  We  have  never 
had  a  similar  case.  The  rule  in  regard  to  reconsid- 
eration was  amended  last  year,  and  carefully  consid- 
ered by  the  committee  this  year,  and  having  given 
a  great  deal  of  time  and  at'ention  to  the  subject,  I 
think  that  I  understand  what  was  intended  by  the 
rule  as  it  was  passed.  This  case  is  peculiar,  because 
we  did  not  at  the  last  meeting  reach  the  order  of 
business  at  which  a  motion  to  reconsider  could 
be  made.  It  has  oft^n  unopened  iu  previous 
years  that  notices  of  motions  to  reconsider  having 
been  given,  when  we  cane  to  them  upon  the 
programme,  the  gentlemen  giving  tbem  were  not 
present,  or  did  not  make  the  motions.  Then 
it  has  been  conceded  that  the  time  had  gone  by  for 
making  tne  motion.  But  this  matter  was  not 
reached  at  the  last  meeting  ot  tue  Council,  and  it 
was  impossible  to  make  it  without  a  suspension  of 
the  rule.  I  stayed  here  all  the  time,  was  ready  to 
make  uiv  motion  to  reconsider  at  the  proper  time 
provided  by  theruie,  but  that  time  was  not  reached. 
Now  I  claim  in  the  hist  place  that  the  comma  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  matter.  I  believe  every  law- 
yer will  agree  with  me  that  the  punctuation  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  sense.  The  rule  is  plain.  It 
does  not  say  he  can  not  make  the  motion  at  any 
other  time,  but  if  does  say  that  such  motion  can  be 
made  at  the  next  meeting,  at  which  such  motion 
shall  be  in  order  in  the  regular  course  of  business. 
The  regular  course  of  business  prescribes  that 
it  shall  come  in  the  third  part,— untiuished  business 
and  motions  for  reconsideration.  We  did  not 
reach  motions  for  reconsideration,  and  of  course 
this  motion  would  come  up  in  the  next  regular  order 
of  business.  To-night  is  the  first  time  that  1  could 
properly  make  the  motion.  It  is  not  as  if  there  had 
oeen  any  lack  of  attention  on  my  part.  I  was  here, 
ready  to  make  the  motion.  I  say  that  not  only  is  the 
technical  point  on  my  side,  but  common  sense  also, 
if  we  did  not  want  any  measure  to  come  up  which 
bad  been  assigned  to  half-past  seven,  and  should  in- 
sist, upon  adjournment  without  a  quorum,  it  would 
prevent  the  moiion  to  reconsider  from  being  made. 
I  think  myself  that  arguing  this  question  is  trivial, 
oecause  it  is  arguing  that  which  is  past  and  gone.  I 
venture  to  say  again  that  the  wisest  and  most  proper 
course   for    us    to   adopt    is    to   take    the  words 
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of  the  rule  as  they  stand.  It  will  be  a  proper 
rule  for  us  to  work  by  iu  the  future.  It 
is  not  a  thing  to  be  lightly  looked  at,  for  in  that 
same  rule  I  want  the  Council  to  observe  the  last 
clause: 

"Whenever  a  matter  has  been  specially  assigned, 
a  notice  as  above  specified,  to  recousider  any  vote 
affecting  it,  shall  be  considered  whenever  such 
special  assignment  takes  effect." 

That  mutter  came  up  for  the  first  time  in  1879.  My 
frienc,  Mr.  Swift, of  Ward  9,inadearuoiionto  recon- 
sider an  amendment,  and  under  tee  old  rule  it  could 
not  be  reached  because  the  main  question  had  been  as- 
signee! toatiuiebeyondthe  third  division.  I  saw  it  was 
nor  giving  a  fair  chance  for  motions  to  reconsider, 
and  for  that  reason,  this  provision  was  Dut  in  by  the 
committee,  and  the  rule  was  amended  to  cover  that 
difficulty.  Now,  sir,  this  matter  has  very  curiously 
brought  up  what  would  ce  an  imperfection  in 
the  rule  if  we  attached  any  sense  to  the  comma. 
I  cannot  understand  it  as  Mr.  Williams  and  the 
Clerk  do,  and  if  that  construction  is  to  be  put  upon 
it,  we  ought  to  change  it,  and  make  it  more  plain. 
"Wherever  a  reconsideration  is  put  in  it  ought  not  to 
be  cut  off,  but  be  properly  brought  to  ii  point  and  de- 
cided. The  question  of  recon-ideration  has  come 
up  every  year.  There  is  nothing  in  Cushing's  Man- 
ual that  will  tell  you  anything  about  it.  It  has  got 
to  be  worked  out  by  everybody  to  meet  cases  iu  its 
own  proceedings.  I  venture  to  say  thai  the  view  I 
have  taken  will  commend  itself  to  the  judgment  of 
every  person  here  who  studies  parliamentary  law. 
Accidentally  in  a  trivial  case,  the  matter  has  been 
brought  to  a  point,  and  for  that  r  ason  I  hope  the 
Council  wid  entertain  the  motion,  though  I  .:o  not 
see  exactly  how  they  can  refute  to  do  so,  as  the  Pres- 
ident has  entertained  it  and  put  it  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Williams — It  is  not  that  I  disagree  entirely 
with  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  in  his  interpreta- 
tion of  the  rule,  but  it  seems  to  me  rule  63  means 
that  when  a  notice  of  reconsideration  in  writing  has 
been  handed  in,it  should  not  hold  for  more  than  one 
week.    The  rule  says: 

"He  may  move  a  reconsideration  at  the  next  meet- 
ing, at  which  such  motion  shall  be  in  order  in  the 
regular  course  of  business." 

That  seems  to  meau  that  if  a  matter  has  been  as  - 
signed,  and  where  such  a  motion  is  reached.  Now 
as  to  the  point  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
makes,  that  he  did  not  have  a  chance  to  make  his 
motion,  the  clause  at  the  end  of  the  63d  rule  would 
govern  the  case,  because  the  arboretum  matter  had 
been  specially  assigned  to  half-past  seven;  the 
motiou  to  reconsider  would  have  been  in 
order,  and  the  gentleman  might  have  called 
it  np  at  any  time  after  that  hour.  As  the  motion 
to  reconsider  would  have  been  in  order  at  rhe  hour 
at  which  the  special  assignment  took  effect,  so  there 
was  abundant  opportunity  for  the  gentleman  to  call 
it  up  at  that  meeting  if  he  had  chosen  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  will  answer  that  point  because 
the  gentleman  is  clearly  off  his  bias.  This  is  a  mat- 
ter of  history  which  I  wish  to  correct  the  gentleman 
about.  The  last  clause  of  rule  63  was  put  in,  as  I 
stated,  in  1879,  to  meet  a  case  which  occurred,  where 
a  motion  to  reconsider  an  amendment  had  been 
made,  and  the  whole  matter  had  been  assigned  to  an 
hour  later  in  the  meeting  than  the  time  for  motions 
for  recorsideration.  Consequently  that  provision 
was  made  to  meet  such  Teases  in  the  future.  I 
agree  that  the  rule  is  not  very  well  expressed, 
but  the  intention  was  that  gentlemen  wish- 
ing to  reconsider  a  vote  by  which  an  amend- 
ment wa  passed,  should  have  an  opportunity  to 
make  the  motion.  As  will  be  found  in  the  record  of 
our  proceedings  of  1879  and  1880,  the  object  of  this 
rule  was  to  give  an  opportunity  to  ler.onsider  votes 
affecting  the  main  question.  It  did  not  mean  the 
passage  of  the  main  question,  but  an  amendment  or 
anything  of  that  kind  relating  to  the  main  question, 
because  amendments  go  over  with  the  special  as- 
signment on  the  main  question.  I  make  that 
explanation  because  I  do  not  wish  the  gentle- 
man to  base  bis  argument  on  a  rather  poorly 
drawn  rule.  The  case  was  where  Mr.  Swift  desired 
to  reconsider  a  vote  by  which  a  certaiu  amendment 
had  heen  adopted.  It  had  been  found  tnat  an  un- 
desirable thing  had  been  done,  but  as  the  whole  sub- 
ject had  been  referred  to  ten  o'clock  at  the  next 
meeting,  under  the  old  rule  he  could  not  move 
his  reconsideration  when  it  was  reached  by  the 
rule,  because  there  was  nothing  before  the  Coun- 
cil. I  have  in  my  possession  the  programme 
for  that  year,  and  could  point  it  out  to  mem- 
bers. If  vou  will  look  at  the  decision  I  was  obliged 
to  make  on  this  very  matter,  you  will  see  that  the 
last  clause  of  our  present  rule  does  not  give  me  the 
power  which  be  thinks  I  had  at  the  last  meeting.    It 


was  not  intended  for  that,  and,  knowing  that  I  could 
not  avail  of  it— knowing  that,  1  only  fall  back  upon 
the  printed  record  of  our  proceedings,  and  the  fact 
that  being  in  my  seat  and  anxious  to  make  the  mo- 
tion, the  period  never  was  reached  at  which  I  could 
do  so. 

Mr.  Williams — I  do  not  think  we  are  concerned 
with  the  matter  of  history,  but  rather  with  the  rules 
and  orders  as  printed  for  our  use.  I  can  readily 
understand  that  where  a  subject  was  assigned  to  a 
later  period  the  rule  migbt  be  worked  as  the  gentle- 
man states.  But  this  case  is  different;  it  was  as- 
signed to  half  past  seven,the  meeting  hour  of  the  Coun- 
cil; there  was  nothing,  according  to  this  rule  which 
I  can  see  here,  or  find  from  the  gentleman'n  explana- 
tion, whicn  would  have  prevented  his  calling  that 
notice  up  after  half-past  seven,  according  to  the  last 
paragraph  of  the  63d  rule. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  do  not  know  that  any- 
thing mors  can  tie  said  on  this  subject  than  what  has 
been  said,  but  I  must  say  that  I  agree  in  the  inter- 
pretation of  tbe  rule  given  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  12.  Unless  we  accept  such  an  interpretation, 
tbe  rule  has  no  meaning  whatever.  It  the  rule  is  to 
he  interpreted  as  my  colleague  from  Ward  11  says, 
what  is  the  use  of  the  phrase,  that  the  motion  to  re- 
consider can  be  made  at  the  next  meeting,  at  which 
it  shall  be  in  order  in  the  regular  course  of  business? 
Then  it  is  to  he  borne  in  mind  that  the  notice  was 
given  to  reconsider  tbe  vote  assigning  the  wtole  mat- 
ter. 

Mr.  Williams — I  have  already  tried  to  make  that 
clear  once— which  wa«  to  meet  such  a  case  as  this. 
Supposing  any  subject  had  been  assigned  for  two 
weeks,  and  within  twenty-four  hours  after  adjourn- 
ment, nutice  had  been  filed  of  intention  to  move  a 
reconsideration,  then  tbat  notice  would  have  been  in 
order  at  the  meeting  two  weeks  later  and  could  not 
have  been  void  because  it  was  not  called  up  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Wharton— T  would  merely  say  in  answer  to 
that,  that  the  adjournment  for  two  weeks  meets  the 
case. 

Mr.  Williams— I  did  not  iay  adjournment  for  two 
weeks.  I  said  special  assignment,  and  one  meeting 
coming  between. 

Mr.  Wharton — I  think  the  gentleman  overlooks 
the  words  which  I  endeavored  to  call  to  his  atten- 
tion :  the  retmlar  course  ol  business.  What  do  they 
mean?  In  his  interpretation  of  the  rule,  they  mean 
nothing  at  all.  But  in  the  interpretation  given  by 
the  genileman  from  Ward  12,  those  words  have  a 
definite  meaning:  "The  regular  course  of  business." 

Mr.  Huntress  of  Ward  11 — It  seems  to  me  the 
words  referred  to  dv  my  colleague,  Mr.  Wharton — 
"regular  course  of  business"' — might  give  us  some 
trouble  were  it  not  for  the  words  at  the  end  of  the 
rule,  which  the  interpretation  of  my  friend  from 
Ward  11,  Mr.  William^,  makes  all  right.  It  seems  to 
me  tbe  interpretation  of  my  colleague,  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, seems  to  explain  it.  If  the  last  part  of  this 
rule  had  not  been  put  in,  undoubtedly  occasions 
might  arise  such  as  have  been  suggested  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12,  where  we  did  not  reach  motions 
to  reconsider  in  the  regular  order  of  business.  But 
it  seems  to  me  that  in  this  case,  where  the  assign- 
ment was  to  seven  and  a  half  o'clock,  with  these 
words  in  the  rule,  they  m  ke  it  the  regular  order  of 
business  to  take  up  the  motion  to  reconsider  at  any 
time  after  half-past  seven. 

Mr.  Wharton — The  gentleman  from  Ward  11,  who 
last  spoke,  seems  to  assume  that  some  matter  had 
been  assigned  to  the  last  meeting  to  which  something 
else  might  have  been  attacned.  But  it  is  to  be  borne 
in  mind  that  there  was  nothing  whatever  assigned  in 
this  case,  the  gentleman  having  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  specially  assigning  tbe  matter  to  half-past 
seven.  The  motion  to  assign  had  not  taken  effect, 
because  w:thin  twenty-four  hours  the  gentleman 
had  given  notice  of  a  motion  to  reconsider" 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  was  going  to  make  the  same  re- 
mark that  the  gentlen  an  from  Ward  11,  Mr.  Whar- 
ton, has  just  made.  In  this  case  nothing  had  beeu 
assigned.  The  notice  was  of  iutention  to  move  to 
reconsider  the  special  assignment.  In  point  of  fact, 
the  recousideration  having  been  made,  the  assign- 
ment did  not  take  effect.  The  consideration  of  the 
Arnold  Arboretum  matter  has  never  yet  been 
assigned  to  the  next  meeting  at  half-past  seven.  If 
the  gentleman  fioui  Ward  11,  Mr.  Williams,  cau 
prevail  upon  the  Chair  to  rule  in  accordance  with 
his  interpretation  of  the  rule,  I  shall  ask  the  Chair 
to  rule  that  tbe  matter  is  dead  because  of  its  having 
been  dropped,  and  the  gentleaan  from  Ward  11 
would  be  a  good  deal  worse  off.  The  last  clause  of 
tbe  rule  has  no  bearing  on  the  cse  whatever.  The 
gentleman  from  Ward  11,  Mr.  Williams,  says  he  does 
not  want  to  go  into  history.    In  order  to  understand 
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the  law,  jou  must  know  what  case  It  was  intended  to 
meet.  1  say  again  that  the  record  of  1879  and  1880  will 
show  distinctly  why  the  rule  was  made,  and  that  it  has 
no  bearing  upon  such  a  question  as  this.  1  would  add 
further  that  1  think  all  the  objections  made  are  en- 
tirely out  of  order.  Tl.e  Chair  entertained  my  mo- 
tion, and  nut  it  to  the  house,  and  there  ought  to  he 
no  dehaie. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  be  obliged  to  rule 
that  the  point  of  order  raised  by  the  gentleman 
from  "Ward  11,  Mr.  Williams,  is  not  well  taken.  The 
object  ot  the  motion  to  reconsider  is  to  give  the 
body  an  ooportuuitv  to  reconsider,  if  it  wishes  to. 
The  object  of  rule  63  is  to  provide  when  such  a  mo- 
tion may  he  made  and  considered.  It  shall  be  con- 
sidered at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  after 
which  the  notice  has  been  hleil  within  a  certain 
time,  ami  then  the  rule  goes  on  to  say  fuither  that 
such  motion  shall  be  in  order  in  the  regular  course 
of  business.  The  rule  fixing  the  regular  course  of 
business  makes  it  not  in  order  until  the  business  de- 
scribed in  the  third  clause  isieaehert — unfinished 
business  and  motions  for  reconsideration.  The  cus- 
tom has  been  to  print  in  our  programme  for  the  eve- 
ning the  notice  ot  a  motion  to  reconsider  after  other 
matters  of  unfinished  business.  At  the  last  meeting 
ot  the  Council  it  is  true  that  one  of  those  matters  of 
uufinish-d  business  was  taken  up;  lhen  the  rule  was 
suspended  twice  tint  orders  and  reports  might  be 
inii'  duccd,  and  pending  the  consideration  of  the 
last  on'',  the  matters  of  unfinished  business  had  been 
taken  up,  and  the  Council  was  adjourned  from  want 
of  a  quorum,  so  there  was  no  tune  at  the  last  meeting 
when  the  gentleman  tr  >m  Ward  12  could  have  called 
up  his  notice  of  a  motion  to  reconsider.  The  Chair 
must  ot  necessity  and  from  the  nature  of  things  con- 
s  rue  every  rule  to  give  it  efiect.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  is  entitled  to  have  the  benefit  of  his 
uoiiee  ot  motion  to  reconsider  at  some  time  orother. 
lie  could  not  have  it  at  the  last  meeting,  and  he  is 
therefore  entitled  to  have  it  atthis  meeting, provided 
there  is  anything  eft  upon  which  it  can  take  effect. 
The  last  clause  of  the  rule,  it  seems  to  the  Chair, 
•  joes  Dot  conflict  with  this  interpretation.  It  aopears 
to  tne  Chair  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  would 
not  have  been  in  order  in  moving  his  reconsideration, 
ot  «  huh  he  had  tiled  uotice,  at  any  time  before  un- 
finished business  bad  been  compleieo,  unless  the 
mat  er  relating  to  the  order  to  which  it  had  referred 
bad  been  first  called  up.  As  it  was  not  called  up, 
that  contingency  did  not  happen.  Had  it  been 
called  up  then  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  move 
the  reconsideration,  or  move  that  the  motion  to  re- 
con-idei  be  assigned  to  the  time  at  which  the  main 
question  had  been  assigned.  Uii'ier  no  construction 
of  the  rule  did  that  contingency  arise,  and  the  Chair 
thinks  the  motion  to  reeousider  is  in  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— To  preventauy  misunderstanding, 
1  beg  leave  to  repeat  that  I  hope  the  Council  will  re- 
fuse the  reconsideration,  because  the  time  has  gone 
by  in  which  it  will  take  effect. 

The  Council  refused  to  reconsider. 

STONY  BROOK. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Ward  23,  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  whereby  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Stony  Brook  the  order  to  close  the  channel  of  said 
brook  in  the  lands  of  Hannah  Dudley  and  others, 
and  to  release  all  claims  for  betterments  on  said 
lands. 

.Mr.  Brown  said  this  matter  had  been  considered 
and  unanimously  passed  by  the  Committee  on  Stony 
Brook,  and  the  reference  was  unnecessary . 

The  reconsideration  prevailed,  and  the  order  was 
in  concurrence.  Mr.  Brown  moved  to  recou- 
sider.   Lost. 

UNFINISHED  BUS1>ESS. 

Resolve  and  order  for  the  extension  of  Columbus 
avenue  at  au  adjudged  expense  of  $61,811.30. 

Mr.  Wharton — Dots  that  come  trom  any  commit- 
tee? 

The  President—  It  came  trom  the  Board  of  Street 
Commissioners  !o  tl.e  Board  ot  Alder. neii,  and  from 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  us.  The  question  is  up»n 
the  passage  of  the  resolve  and  order  in  concurrence. 

Mr.  Wharton— 1  suppose  it  should  take  the  ordina- 
nary  course  of  such  questions  in  this  body,  and  be 
referred  u> the  Committee  on  Streets.  If  I  am  not 
mistaken,  audi  stand  subject  to  the  ruling  of  the 
Chair,  i  believe  that  is  the  usual  course. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  informed  n>  the  Clerk 
that  that  is  not  the  usual  course  pursued]  and  that 
another  course  is  pursued. 

.Mi  Wharton— If  that  is  the  case  I  withdtaw  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Maguire— 1  would  like  to  know  to  what  length 
the  avenue  is  to  be  extended.  I  understood  the  Pres- 
ident to  read   the  order  so  that  it  embraces   merely 


the  Metropolitan  Railroad  and  Chickerings'.  1  do 
not  see  what  benefit  it  will  be  to  extend  Columbus 
avenue  to  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  stables  only,  or 
perhaps  a  little  further.  I  know  that  matter  came 
up  two  years  ago,  and  it  was  proposed  to  extend  the 
avenue  to  Ruggles  street.  I  do  not  think  this  will 
accomplish  what  they  have  been  seeking  for  years. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Maguire  the  resolve  and  order 
were  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Streets. 

Salaries. 
Report  and  orders  for  transfers  from  the  Reserved 
Fund,  of  S1000  to  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
$1300  to  the  Collector's  Department.  The  report  was 
accepted.  Mr.  Whitmore  explained  that  these  ap- 
propriations were  rendered  necessary  by  the  passage 
of  the  Salary  ordinances.  It  is  an  increase  tor  the 
Treasury  Department,  but  not  for  the  Collector's. 
The  orders  were  passed  in  concurrence — yeas  51, 
nays  0.    Air.  Hart  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

IVincliell  Schoolhov.se  Yard  Fence. 

Order  requesting  the  removal  cf  the  «ooden  fence 
in  front  of  the  Wincuell  School  building,  and  the 
substitution  of  au  iron  fence  therefor. 

The  amendment  ot  Mr.  Maguire  was  adopted,  and 
the  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  with  instructions  to  consult  the  whole  Com- 
mit ee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds.  Mr.  Fitz- 
patrick  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

Closing  Offices  in  City  J  fall. 

Rep  it  in  favor  ot  the  order  authorizing  the  Mayor 
to  order  City  Hall,  etc.,  closed  lor  a  period  not  ex- 
ceeding one  day  at  a  time,  when  he  deems  it  expe- 
dient (City  Doc.  155.) 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1 — I  should  like  some  explana- 
tion from  the  chairman  ol  the  committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — ike  matter  is  very 
simple.  It  happens  occasionally  that  on  some  unex- 
pected occasion  it  is  desirable  to  close  City  Hall — 
for  example,  on  the  day  of  the  eulogy  deliveied  on 
the  late  Presideni — and  yet  there  is  no  particular 
power  given  in  our  ordinances  bj  which  tne  Mayor 
could  direct  the  City  Hall  to  be  closed.  Of  course 
on  public  holidays  the  hall  is  so  closed;  but  every- 
body will  sec  that  there  may  be  occasions  when  it  is 
extremely  proper  and  desii  able  that  the  hall  should 
be  closed  as  a  mark  of  respect,  as  in  case  of  a  great  fire 
in  any  other  unexpected  contingency  which  would  re- 
fer only  to  the  city ;  and  I  take  it  tor  grantedtbatno  one 
imagines  we  shall  ever  have  a  Mayor  whowill  use  the 
authority  improperly.  It  is  simply  an  oroer  giving 
the  Mayor  the  right  to  decide  that  the  hall  may  be 
closed  tor  a  day  or  half  a  day  at  a  time.  It  is  put  in 
the  form  ot  an  order,  because  it  is  not  such  a  matter 
as  could  be  put  into  an  ordinance.  It  will,  of  course, 
be  renewed  next  year,  aud  the  committee  report  it 
at  this  time  in  order  that  it  niay  be  a  precedent  for 
renewal  next  year.  There  will  be  other  orders  come 
in  lor  the  same  reason;  they  must  be  annual  orders, 
ami  it  is  very  important  to  have  this  Council  give  an 
example.  1  think  it  is  a  power  we  ought  to  be  will- 
ins  to  give  to  the  toavor. 

Mr.  Huntress  of  Ward  11— I  do  not  want  to  ob- 
ject to  the  closing  of  all  the  offices  in  City  Hall, 
but  it  does  seem  to  me  to  he  of  great  im- 
portance th  t  on  every  week  day  the  office  for  the 
recording  of  mortgages  should  be  open.  If  the  order 
could  be  so  amended  that  it  snould  not  include  the 
office  of  the  recorder  of  mortgages  at  City  Hall,  I 
should  be  glad  to  vote  for  it.  I  think  that  office 
ought  not  be  closed. 

.  Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  am  perfectly  willing 
to  accept  any  necessary  amendment.  I  only  ask  the 
gentleman  whether  he  does  not  think  the  Mayor,  in 
all  cases,  would  be  qualified  to  judge  whether  the 
City  Hall  or  the  offices  contained  therein,  ought  to 
be  closed.  In  his  judgment  he  can  close  such  offices 
as  he  sees  fit.  If  it  will  be  any  clearer,  I  should  be 
very  willing  to  accept  auy  amendment. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Los'..    Sent  up. 

The  City  Architect. 

Report  and  "An  ordinance  to  amend  au  ordinance 
in  relation  to  buildings,''  requiring  the  City  Archi- 
tect to  devote  all  his  time  to  his  office.  (City  Doc. 
151.) 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— 1  will  simply  call  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  the  fact  that  this  ordi- 
nance was  reported  in  accordance  with  the  condition 
on  which  we  increased  the  salary  of  the  City  Archi- 
tect. It  was  stated  at  the  time  that  his  salary  was 
increased  because  he  would  give  his  whole 
time  to  the  city.    This  ordinance  is  reported  in  ac- 
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cordanae  with  the  desire  of  the  Council,  as  expressed 
by  their  vote. 

The  ordinance  was  passed. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  ot  vVard  12,  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.     Sent  up. 

Method  of  Resigning  Elective   Offices. 

Report  in  favor  of  the  order  for  the  Mayor  to  peti- 
tion for  a  law  defining  the  method  of  resigning  elec- 
tive or  other  public  offices.    (City  Djc.  153.) 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Wbitmore  of  Ward  12 — Tbis  is  a  unanimous 
report  ot  the  committee,  and  it  is  intended  to  meet 
the  case  of  various  officers.  As  the  matter  stands 
now  there  is  nothing  to  slow  the  method  on  which 
an  Alderman  or  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council  can  resign  his  seat,  and  define  also  when 
that  resignation  shall  take  effect.  The  matter  was 
considered  bv  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and 
this  is  a  unanimous  report — that  it  is  worth  while  to 
petition  the  legislature  for  a  law  on  the  subject.  I 
have  no  doubt  when  it  gets  to  the  legislature  they 
will  pass  a  general  law  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— It  is  very  well  that  this 
matter  should  be  considered  by  the  legislature,  but 
perhaps  it  would  be  improper  to  state  here  that  legis- 
lation will  be  had  which  will  meet  the  desired  ob- 
ject.   There  is  no  doubt  the  order  ought  to  pass. 

The  order  was  passed. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  mov.'d  a  reconsiuera- 
tion,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

The  Occupancy  of  Streets  for  Building  Purposes. 

Report  and  "iu  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance 
in  relation  to  the  oecupaucy  of  streets  for  building 
/         purposes."    (City  Doc.  152). 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  ordinance. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — 1  will  sav  with  regard 
to  this  that  we  recommend  tnat  these  words,  provid 
ing  a  penalty  for  extinguishing  lanterns  be  added  to 
the  two  ordinances,  and  the  reason  is  that  at  pres- 
ent there  is  no  such  penalty.  The  ordinance  pre- 
scribes that  wherever  a  street  is  closed  or  building  is 
going  on,  the  person  shall  hang  out  a  light  which 
shall  remain  all  night,  but  it  does  not  provide  any 
penalty  for  extinguishing  it.  A  case  happened 
about  a  month  ago,  up  at  the  reservoir,  wbere 
a  light  was  put  out  at  half-pa3t  five  o'clock, 
and  when  the  offender  was  taken  down  to  the 
Police  Court  it  was  found  there  was  no  penalty, 
and  I  understand  that  the  presiding  judge  stated  it 
was  about  time  that  the  City  G-overnmeut  attended  to 
the  matter.  Of  course  it  is  useless  to  hang  out  a  lan- 
tern if  it  can  be  put  out  five  minutes  afterwards  by 
any  passer-by. 

The  ordinance  was  passed. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  of  War!  12,  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

Accompanying  the  same  report  was  "An  ordinance 
to  amend  the  ordinance  in  relation  to  streets"  (City 
Doc.  152),  which  wa3  omitted  from  the  last  report, 
and  is  as  follows: 

An  Ordinance 
To  amend  the  Ordinance  in  relation  to  Streets. 
Be  it  ordained,  <Src. 

Section  1.  Section  13  of  the  oruinanee  in  relation 
to  streets,  printed  on  pages  774  and  775  of  the  edition 
of  Statutes  and  Ordinances  for  1876,  is  hereby 
amended  by  adding  the  following  words:  -'Whoever 
shall  maliciously  or  wantouly,  and  without  legal 
cause,  extinguish  or  diininisn  any  light  fixed  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  this  section,  sball  be 
liable  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  ten  dollars  nor  more 
than  fitly  dollars." 

Passed.  Mr-.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider.  Lost, 
Sent  up. 

The  Proposed  Transfer  of  Certain  Powers  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermm.  to  the  City  Council. 

Report  that  a  Joint  Committee  cannot  consider  the 
order  for  the  President  of  the  Common  Council  to 
petition  for  an  Act  to  transfer  certain  powers  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  to  the  Citv  Council.  (.City  Doc. 
154.)    - 

The  President  read  the  order  and  stated  that  the 
question  was  on  its  passage.  The  order  was  passed, 
and  Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  moved  a  reconsider- 
ation hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

The  President — The  Chair  will  state  that  in  taking 
up  the  papers  he  omitted  to  read  the  report  of  the 
committee.  The  report  was  merely  presented  at  the 
last  meeting  in  order  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— The  report,  if  I  re- 
member rightly,  is  not  a  matter  of  the  slightest  im- 
portance. We  simply  send  the  order  back.  It  was 
referred  to  a  Joint  Committee,  and  we  did  not  want 
to  ask  the  Aldermen  to  have  anything  to  do  with,  it. 
I  move  that  the  report  be  accepted. 


Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  call  for  the  ruling  of 
the  Chair,  whether  the  question  is  on  the  accept- 
ance of  the  report  or  on  the  order,  as  stated  by  the 
Chair. 

The  President  —  These  reports  were  made 
under  peculiar  circumstances  at  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  Council.  They  were  merely  re- 
ceived and  ordered  to  be  printed.  The 
Chair  assumed  that  the  orders  had  their  first  read- 
ing, as  they  ordinarily  do,  at  the  first  meeting.  The 
question  stiould  have  been  upon  the  acceptance  of 
the  report;  and  the  Chair  wishes  toapologize  for  his 
inadvertence  for  not  so  stating. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  the  question  was 
again  out  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Parkmau  of  Ward  9— This  is  a  very  importaut 
question.  The  Committee  on  Ordinances  refuse  to 
consider  it;  the  Committee  on  Judiciarv  might  not 
do  so.  I  mo  re  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  on  the  part  of  the  Common  Couu- 
cil. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — Although  the  order 
has  already  been  passed  and  reconsideration  re- 
fused, I  do  not  intend  to  avail  myself  of  that  fact  as 
an  objection  to  any  discussion.  But  this  Council  has 
already  discussed  this  question  and  passed  this  same 
order.  Consequently  it  seems  rather  late  to  send  it 
to  a  committee  to  find  out  whether  it  ought  to  be 
passed  The  Council  passed  this  last  January,  be- 
cause we  wanted  it  to  go  before  the  legislature  of 
the  present  year.  They  dilly-dallied  over  it  and 
never  gave  it  uroper  consideration.  Mr.  Means, 
who  introduced  tnis  order,  is  not  here;  but  I  know 
in  bnint  of  fact  that  he  copied  it  from  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Common  Council  and  seut  it  up.  The 
thiug  was  done  last  vesr,  and  a  year  ago,  also:  so  I  do 
not  think  it  is  necessary  to  send  it  to  any  committee 
to  make  the  matter  plain.  It  is  an  old  standing  mat- 
ter of  dispute  between  the  Council  and  the  Alder- 
men, as  to  whether  the  great  expenditures  of  the 
city  ought  not  to  be  i-ubniitted,  to  a  certain  degree, 
to  the  popular  branch,  and  as  I  have  already  said,  if 
I  thought  it  was  worth  while,  if  the  Council  had  not 
alreany  considered  it,  I  should  be  very  ready  to  have 
it  debated.  But  we  have  already  passed  upon  it,  and 
our  late  President,  Mr.  Bailey,  who  introduced  the 
order  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  went  up  to  the 
legislature,  and  had  grjat  hopes  for  a  wnile  that 
some  reform  would  be  given.  As  it  is,  of  course,  we 
cannot  ask  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  join  us  in 
a  proposition  to  take  away  part  of  their  power; 
and  I  can  see  no  reason  why  tbis  Council 
should  not  send  up  a  respectful  request  for  the 
legislature  to  consider  whether  it  is  not  wise  to  give 
a  greater  voice  in  the  disposition  of  the  public  money 
to  tbis  board.  That  is  wbat  it  couies  to.  I  hope, 
therefore,  the  gentleman  will  not  insist  on  referring 
it,  but  that  ne  will  look  back  into  the  records,  see 
what  bas  been  done,  and  rest  satisfied. 
D  Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9— Because  the  Council  did 
a  thing  in  the  early  part  of  the  %  ear,  when  so  many 
members  were  new  at  the  busiues-,  that  is  no  reason 
we  should  do  it  now.  I  think  there  is  a  great  deal  to 
be  said  on  both  sides  of  this  question;  and  as  that 
committee  cannot  pass  upon  it  and  decide  the  ques- 
tion whether  it  is  advisable,  I  think  it  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Judiciary  Committee.  Itnerefore  move 
that  reference. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— The  question  cannot  be 
considered  at  this  time,  because  it  is  a  very  impor- 
tant one,  involving  a  radical  change  in  our  financial 
system.  If  it  cannot  be  properly  considered  it  cer- 
tainly ought  not  to  be  hastily  adopted. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  think  there  is  one 
very  great  reason  why  we  should  not  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judicial}-.  One  ot  the  gentlemen 
on  that  committee,  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  is,  in 
January,  to  carry  his  powers  of  deliberation  to  the 
legislature.  I  do  not  think  we  should  try  to  briug 
the  matter  before  him  and  get  a  snan  judgment  out 
of  him  that  might  bind  him  iu  the  House.  I  think  it 
would  be  very  improper  to  send  it  to  the  Judiciarv 
Committee;  and,  on  the  other  hand.  I  do  not  think 
the  committee  could  properly  consider  it  if  that 
gentleman  was  away.  For  that  r«  ason  I  think  we 
had  better  pass  the  order,  send  it  up  aim  let 
the  gentleman  go  up  there  untrammelled:  If  the 
gentleman  would  like  to  pair  on  the  subject,  so  that 
he  will  ooc  be  in'ejudiced.  I  should  be  willing  to  pair 
with  him  and  leave  him  entirely  untrammelled,  so 
that  he  can  act  as  he  sees  fit. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  declared  carried.  Mr. 
Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  doubted  the  vote,  and  ou  a 
division  the  motion  to  refer  was  lost— 14  for,  23 
against. 

The  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Whitmore,  of  W  aid 
12,  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would  uot  pre- 
vail.   Lost. 
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PETITIONS  PRESENTED. 

Mr.  Freeman,  of  Ward  10.  presented  a  petition 
from  the  Boston  &  Albany  tiailroad  Company,  and 
other  large  taxpayers  ana  water-takers,  in  aid  of  the 
petition  of  J.  P.  Bradlee  and  others  agamst  the  tak- 
ing of  the  Shawsbine  river  and  the  building  of  the 
proposed  extra  high  service  system,  and  representing 
that  the  great  waste  of  water  can  he  prevented  by 
the  use  of  proper  appliances,  and  the  rate  thereby 
great  ly  reduced.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Water. 

31r."  Gove,  of  Ward  1,  presented  the  petition  of 
James  H.  Dugan  for  the  return  of  money  paid  for  a 
license.    Referred  to  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Dana,  of  Ward  14,  presented  a  petition  of  J. 
1J.  Barnard,  to  be  allowed  and  paid  $66  lor  carnages 
in  waiting;  for  the  Common  Council  at  City  Hall, 
March  6  and  11, 187a.  Referred  to  Joint  Committee 
on  Claims. 

THE   PROPOSED   PAYMENT    TO  ¥11.  J.  DALY, 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Ward  23,  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Fire  Department  that  the 
order  to  pas  Win.  J.  Daley  $1000  for  injuries  re- 
ceived while  employed  in  the  fi.e  Department  ought 
not  to  pas;. 

On  uio  ion  of  Mr.  Boyle,  of  Ward  8,  the  subject 
was  referred  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims. 

THE   INSPECTION   OF    VINEGAR. 

Mr.  Emery,  of  Ward  18,  called  for  the  past  assign- 
ment, viz.: 

Order  for  the  legislature  to  bs  asked  to  change  the 
statute  so  that  the  inspection  of  vinegar  shall  rest 
with  the  Board  ol  Health. 

II. e  order  was  read  a  second  lime,  and  the  question 
was  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— My  recollection  in  re- 
this  is,  that  there  are  several  provisions  in  the 
statute  which  ought  to  be  changed;  that  it  was  a  very 
Dodly  dratted  statute,  and  that  there  are  some  things 
Besides  this  matter  which  ought  to  be  changed.  If  I 
remember  rightly,  it  provided  that  the  Major  should 
annually  appoint  an  inspector,  but  did  not  say  how 
long  the  inspector  should  serve.  Apparently  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  .Mayor  to  appoint  an  inspector,  one 
ear;  and  at  the  present  time  we  ought  to 
have  two  or  three.  It  did  not  make  airy  provision 
for  the  compensation  of  the  inspector;  and  wa 
are  liable. ot  course,  to  have  auy  bill  presented  which 
peetor  chooses  to  send  in,  and  to  pay  anything 
which  a  jury  might  allow  him.  In  many  respects 
the  statute  is  very  imperfect.  In  sending  up  this 
petition  I  think  we  ought  to  make  it  broad  enough  so 
that  when  we  get  before  the  committee  we  can  ask 
them  to  out  it  into  proper  shape.  Therefore.  I  move 
to  amend  bv  adding  the  words,  "arid  for  such  other 
change  in  the  statute  as  may  be  deemed  expedient." 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and  the  order  as 
amended  was  passed. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Ward  11,  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Morrison,ot  Ward  23,  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings,  upon  the 
petition  ol  Lucretia  P.  Hale  and  others  for  the  use 
of  ward  room,  North  Bennett  street— That  the  sub- 
ject is  not  properly  before  them,  and  would  recom- 
mend the  reference  of  the  petition  to  the  School 
Committee.  Report  accepted.  On  motion  ol  .Mr. 
Whitmore,  the  City  Clerk  was  instructed  to  transmit 
the  paper  t>  the  School  Committee.    Sent  up. 

.Mr  Morri-ou.of  Ward  23.  submitted  a  report  from 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  upon  the 
petition  ol  the  School  Committee  for  the  removal  of 
the  trees  in  the  yards  of  the  Dillaway  schoolhoise— 
That  the  same  is  in*  xpedient.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

FREE  BOUP. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrich,ot  Ward  8,  offered  an  order— That 
soup  be  provided  tor  the  worthy  poor  of  Boston  dur- 
ing the  present  winter,  and  that  the  Police  Commis- 
sioners oe  requested  to  make  arrangements  lor  dis- 
tributing the  same;  the  expense  not  exceeding  two 
thousand  live  hundred  dollars,  to  be  charged  to  the 
appropriation  fur  incidental  expenses. 

Read  twice  under  a  su-rjensiou  ol  the  rule,  on  mo- 
tion ol  Mr.  t'itzijatriek.  and  pas-ed.  Mr.Fitzpatrick 
moved  to  reconsider.     Lost.     >enl  up. 

■Jill:  \.\M.W.  DINNJ.I:  -PROPOSED  •JOINT  0OK- 
VJ.NIJ"N  A.VO  FAREWELL  ADDR.ES8  BY  HA.VOB 
PRIM  1.. 

.Mr.  Maguiie,  Ol  Ward  19,  offered  an  order— That 
the  '  U  '"    directed  to  make  arrange- 

ments l"i  (he  man   1  dinner  ol    the   Common    C«un- 
eil,  ami  u>  invite  the  attendance  oi    ex-Pn 
Bailer,  ex-Councilman  Hagar,  the  Clerk  and 


tant  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council,  the  Clerk  of 
Committees  and  his  assistant,  the  City  Messenger 
and  his  assistants,  the  reporters  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  C  ty  Council;  also  that  carriages  be  provided 
at  the  close  of  the  dinner  for  such  gentlemen  as  may 
desire  them;  the  expense  to  be  charged  to  the  con- 
tingent fund  ot  the  Common  Council. 

Mi.  Devlin  of  Ward  13 — I  move  to  amend  by  in- 
serting the  words  "and  ex-Councilman  Gomez." 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  move  to  amend  by 
striKing  out  the  word  "desire"  ai.d  insert  the  word 
"need."  I  make  that  motioi  because  some  gentle- 
men, ia  view  of  the  criticism  that  has  been  made, 
might  feel  bashful  about  asking  for  a  carriage,  while 
on  the  otLer  hand  their  friends  might  think  that  on 
account  of  their  age  or  infirmity  the;  needed  one. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Whitmore,  of 
Ward  12,  was  adopted,  and  the  question  was  on  the 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Devlin,  of  Ward  13,  to 
insert  the  name  of  ex-Councilman  Gomez. 

Mr.  Parkman  ot  Ward  9—1  see  there  is  no  date  in 
that  order,  and  I  do  not  know  whethei  it  is  the  in- 
tention ot  the  gentleman  offering  it  to  iix  the  date  of 
the  dinner.  I  will  ask  that  the  order  be  temporarily 
passed  over  so  that  I  may  offer  an  order  which  may 
have  a  relation  to  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Huntress  of  Ward  11 — Before  that  order  is 
passed  I  want  to  interpolate  an  amendment  by  which 
some  limit  shaU  be  fixed  as  to  the  matter  of  price. 

The  order  was  temporarily  passed  over. 

Mr.  ParKuian,  of  Waro  9,  offered  an  order — That 
a  message  be  sent  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  propos- 
ing a  joint  convention  ot  both  branches  of  the  City 
Council,  on  Saturday,  Dec.  31,  at  5  P.  M.,  and  that 
His  Honor  the  Mayor  oe  invi'ed  to  be  present  and  to 
address  the  convention. 

The  question  was  on  giving  the  order  a  second 
reading. 

.Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  explain  rhis  matter.  I  have  heard  something 
about  it.  I  thought  that  in  case  we  were  to  have  two 
joint  conventions  we  were  to  have  a  joint  dinner  at 
that  time;  i."  there  is  to  be  any  change  in  that  pro- 
gramme 1  shouhl  like  to  know  it.  If  this  is  to  be  merely 
an  informal  meeting  to  hear  the  Mayor's  farewell  ad- 
dress, 1  am  perfectly  willing.  I  only  wanted  to  know 
exactly  what  was  intended  by  the  gentleman  who 
off»red  the  order. 

Mr.  Paskman  of  Ward  9 — All  I  mean  by  the  order 
is  what  appears  upon  its  face.  There  is  nothing  in  it 
providing  lor  a  jomt  dinner.  It  seems  a  very  suita- 
ble thing  that  at  the  close  of  a  term  of  three  years 
by  His  Honor  the  Mayor  he  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  review  the  proceed!  igs  of  the  last  three 
years.  We  might  afterwards  have  our  annual  din- 
ner if  we  see  lit  to  provide  for  it. 

-Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— I  trust  the  gentleman 
will  combine  the  two  matters;  because  I  do  not  think 
it  will  be  a  great  suceess  at  so  late  an  hour  on  Sa  ur- 
uay  afternoon.  Some  members  undoubtedly  are 
liable  to  be  out  of  town  and  to  have  other  engage- 
ments. If  it  is  the  intention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  !l— as  I  presume  it  is— to  offer  a  deserved 
compliment  to  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  1  hope 
he  will  see  the  advantage  of  combining  the  two  and 
getting  the  attention  ot  the  Council.  If  he  will 
draw  up  his  amendment  that  will  fix  the  time,  and  I 
will  be  happy  to  vote  for  it.  I  think  that  is  the 
proper  way — draw  up  an  amendment  so  that  the  two 
things  mav  be  taken  together. 

Mr.  Parkman  ot  Ward  'J— I  am  sorry  I  did  not  con- 
sult the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  before  offering  my 
order.  I  do  not  exactly  see  what  a  joint  convention 
fur  the  purpose  of  hearing  the  annual  address  of  His 
Honor  the  Mayor  has  to  do  with  the  dinner  of  the 
Council:  the  two  things  seem  to  be  utterly  inappro- 
priate. I  offered  that  rder  for  the  purpose  which 
appears  on  its  lace,  and  hoped  that  it  might  help  us 
in  fixing  the  time  for  our  dinner.  It  will  be  the  last 
day  ef  the  year,  the  Saturday  before  the  meeting  of 
the  new  City  Government;  we  are  all  to  be  here  for 
other  purposes,  and  .Saturday  night  is  clearly  as  good 
a  night  for  a  dinner  as  any  other  night  in 
the  week.  I  do  not  think  these  orders  should  go 
togethei  at  all,  and  I  do  not  see  why  one  should 
be  attached  to  the  other.  After  the  time  is  fixed  for 
the  joint  convention,  it  the  Council  see  fit,  then  the 
gentleman  having-  in  charge  the  order  for  the  dinner 
can  oiler  it  is  such  form  as  he  chooses. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— if  the  gentleman 
wishes  to  put  it  in  that  way,  1  will  suggest  that  we 
take  Thursday,  the  same  day  that  we  have  our  dinner: 
that  we  have  the  convention  here  at  five  o'clock,  ami 
alter  that  proceed  to  have  our  regular  Thursday 
evening  meeting,  having  it  ml  in  one  day.  If  we 
have  any  such  time  1  want  to  see  it  a  success;  I  want 
to  see  the  Council  well  represented.  After  we  have 
been  here  Thursday  and  got  through  with  everything, 
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it  will  be  very  difficult,  it  seems  to  uie,  to  get  a  full 
attend  mce  of  the  members,  particularly  of  the  ex- 
members  of  the  Council.  I  move  therefore  to  strike 
out  the  words  "Saturday,  Dec.  31,"  and  insert  the 
words  "'Thursday,  Dec.  29,"  so  that  we  may  do  it  all 
in  one  day  with  a  fair  probability  of  success. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11 — I  merely  wish  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12  whether  we  do  not  have 
our  regular  meeting  on  Thursday  evening? 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  will  answer  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  11 — I  will  answer  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  11  by  saying  that  we  do  have  our  meet- 
ins;  on  Thursday  evening  at  half-past  seven  o'clock. 
Tiiat  was  the  reason  I  suggested  we  should  have  our 
joint  convention  at  rive  o  clock,  attend  the  meeting 
then  because  we  i  nail  be  reasonably  sure  of  having  a 
good  number  present;  perhaps  we  can  devote  a  por- 
tion of  the  afternoon  to  work,  get  through  the  meet- 
ing and  adjourn,  and  then  have  our  diuner:  I  think 
it  would  be  more  likely  to  be  a  success.  If  you  put 
it  over  two  days  tbe  attendance  may  not  be  so  large. 
I  think  from  five  o'clock  to  half-past  seven  will  be 
all  tne  time  that  is  n  cessarv. 

Mr.  Parkman  ot  Ward  9 — 1  do  not  object  to  the 
amendment;  but  I  have  heard  expression  from  sev- 
eral members  of  the  Council,  that  they  would  rather 
have  their  dinner  on  Saturday  nignt  than  on  any 
other. 

Mr.  Huntress  of  Ward  11 — It  seems  to  me  that 
baif-rast  six  is  a  proper  hour  for  dinner  rather  than 
eight* or  half-past,  which  would  be  the  case  if  we 
have  the  dinner  on  Thursday  night.  I  have  personal 
grounds  for  not  having  it  on  Thursday.  1  should 
prefer  very  much  to  have  it  on  Saturday. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  think  it  has  been  the 
custom,  at  least  in  recent  years,  lo  have  the  dinner 
after  the  meeting  of  the  Council,  which  would  be 
about  half-past  eight  or  nine  o'clock.  It  will  be  an 
incentive  to  work  to  know  that  dinr.er  is  waiting  for 
us  and  getting  cold;  we  shall  probably  finish  up  the 
business  that  evening  with  promptness  and  despatch. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11 — I  would  like  to  say 
this  with  regard  to  havinz  the  dinner  on  Satur- 
day eveninn,  that  the  Beard  of  Aldermen  have 
their  regular  final  dinner  on  that  day.  They  have 
their  meeting  at  12  o'clock  Saturday,  they  are  gen- 
erally in  session  until  two  or  three  o'clock,  and  then 
at  three  o'clock,  or  thereabouts,  they  go  to  their 
dinner.  I  do  not  suppose,  under  those  circum- 
stances, we  could  possibly  persuade  them  to  come 
here. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  would  like  to  inquire 
if  the  gentleman  does  nut  think  that  two  hours  or 
thereabouts  is  long  enough  for  the  Aldermen  to  get 
through  with  their  dinner?  I  think  if  they  have 
from  three  o'clock  until  five  they  will  be  able  to  give 
us  a  fair  representation. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  should  be  very  loathe 
indeed  to  be  the  judge  of  how  long  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  would  like  to  sit  at  dinner. 

The  amendment  to  strike  out  Saturday  and  insert 
Thursday  was  lost,  and  the  question  was  on  passing 
the  order  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18—1  move  to  amend  that  order 
by  inserting  that  it  be  arranged  to  be  had  at  the 
United  States  Hotel,  the  expense  riot  to  exceed  three 
dollais,  including  cigars. 

The  President— If  the  gentleman  from  Ward  18 
will  be  kind  enough  to  put  that  in  writing,  the  Chair 
will  entertain  it. 

Mr.  Hare  of  Ward  18—1  understand  I  am  making 
a  motion  to  amend  which  is  not  appliable  to  the  or- 
der, and  I  withdraw  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— The  gentleman  has  with- 
drawn his  amendment;  that  rather  obviates  my  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  Kosnosky  of  Wark  16 — I  think  the  order  ought 
to  state  what  amount  shall  be  expended. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  slate  for  the  infor- 
mation of  '.be  gentlemau  that  this  order  relates  sim- 
ply to  the  holding  of  the  joint  convention  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Parkman, of  Ward  9,  moved  a  reconsideration, 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— I  wish  to  call  up  the  order 
that  was  laid  over  by  Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9,  if 
that  is  in  order. 

The  President; — No  objection  being  made,  the  Pre- 
sident will  take  it  up. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12—1  object,  because  it  is 
out  of  order. 

PROPOSED  ADDITIONAL  APPROPRIATION  FOR  PUB- 
LIC BUILDINGS. 
Mr.  Morrison,  of  Ward  23,  offered  an  order— That 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and  he  i9  hereby  author- 
ized to  transfer  from  the  reserved  fund  to  the  appro- 


priation for  public  buildings  the  sum  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Morrison,  of  Ward  23,  moved  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  think  that  order  should 
be  explaiued  before  it  is  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23 — I  suppose  it  will  be  in- 
vestigated by  the  committee.  The  appropriation  has 
not  held  out  on  account  of  the  rise  in  the  price  of 
labor  and  materials.  It  is  well  known  that  the  price 
of  labor  aud  the  mechanical  portion  of  buildings  has 
very  much  in  rea3ed  since  last  winter,  and  the  ap- 
propriation havinc  been  based  on  ihe  amount  paid 
last  year,  this  extra  appropriation  is  required. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

INSPECTION  OF  THEATRES. 
Mr.  Williams,  of  Ward  11,  offered  an  order— That 
the  Ponce  and  the  Fire  Commissioners  be  requested 
to  send  a  sufficient  detail  to  the  theatres  of  this  city 
at  least  one  hour  before  any  public  peiformance, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  at  every  visit  to  examine  all 
tbe  arrangements  for  public  safety,  to  see  that  they 
are  ii  proper  working  order,  and  to  report  to  head- 
quarters any  defect  or  omission  which  may  be  no- 
ticed. Referred,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tlevlin,  of  Ward 
13,  to  the  Police  Commissioners. 

FUEL. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  cf  Ward  12,  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance 
To  amend  an  Orinauce  in  regard  to  Fuel. 
Be  it  ordained,  &c. 

Section  1.  Section  two  of  the  ordinance  regarding 
fuel  as  printed  in  the  edition  of  statutes  aud  ordi- 
nances of  1876,  page  344,  is  hereby  amended  bystrik- 
ing  out  in  lines  4,  5,  6,  7,  8  aud  9  the  following  words: 
"and  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  shall  at- 
tend to  the  delivery  aud  reception  of  the  same,  and 
give  certificate  thereof,  as  the  same  is  delivered,  so 
that  the  committee  may  know  whether  the  oroper 
quantity  and  quality  have  been  received,"  and  in- 
serting these  words:  "and  the  bills  for  such  fuel 
shall  be  examined  and  certified  to  by  said  weigher  or 
measurer." 

Section  2.  Section  one  of  said  ordinance  is  hereby 
amended  by  striking  out  tbe  words  "Superintendent 
of  Public  Buildings,"  and  inserting  the  words,  "per- 
son or  persons  in  charge  of  the  building  where  such 
fuel  is  to  be  used." 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Wa'd  12— This  ordinance  is 
offered  because  now  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Buildingo  is  accustomed  to  approve  bills  which  he 
knows  nothing  about.  Without  wishing  to  avoid  any 
duty  that  is  imposed  upon  him,  he  feeis  that  his  ser- 
vices are  of  no  real  value.  The  fnel  is  ordered,  and 
the  committee  in  charge  of  it  have  their  own  officer, 
a  very  competent  man,  I  am  informed,  to  weigh  and 
measure  it,  and  the  same  person  would  be  a  proper 
person  to  audit  the  bills  and  send  them  in  to  the 
chairman  of  the  committee.  As  it  is  these  bills  come 
in  to  the  Superintendent  of  Building?,  who  is  a  very 
busy  man;  he  knows  absolutely  nothing  about  theni, 
but"  takes  the  certificates  of  tne  officer,  his  clerk 
makes  the  figures  according  to  the  contract,  and  that 
is  all.  It  could  just  as  well' be  doue  by  the  City  Mes- 
senger as  by  the  Superintendent.  I  hope,  therefor", 
that  the  ordinance  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Ordinances,  becau  e  it  is  something  that  is  really 
of  importance  to  be  attended  to;  otherwise  I  would 
not  have  brought  it  in  so  late  in  the  year. 

The  motion  to  refer  prevailed. 

EVENING  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  the 
Council  took  from  the  table  the  order  to  transfer 
§3500  from  the  reserved  fund  to  the  appropriation 
for  scboolhouses  and  public  buildings,  and  the 
question  came  udou  the  amend  u  ent  of  Mr.  Child,  of 
Ward  17,  to  reduce  the  amount  to  $1000. 

Mr.  Whitmore — This  is  tne  order  to  provide  the 
means  for  putting  gas  into  the  new  High  and  Latin 
School  building.  The  Council  passed  an  orlerfor 
us  to  offer  the  Harrison-avenue  schoolhouse  to  the 
School  Committee.  The  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings did  that,  and  the  School  Committee  declined 
to  receive  it.  But  since  that  time  we  have  had 
a  consultation  between  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  one  or  two  members  of  the  School 
Committee,  and  they  have  picked  out  the  upper 
story  of  the  High  school  buildins,  and  decided  that 
we  can  nut  the  gas  in  there  without  any  trouble,  ami 
that  will  pacify  and  suit  everybody.  That  will  cost 
about  $1000.  Rather  than  make  delay  by  sending  it 
back  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  I  hope  the  order  will 
be  passed  as  it  came  to  us.  The  remainder  of  the 
appropriation  will  not  be  wasted,  and  can  be  trans- 
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ferred  to  something  else.  If  it  is  sent  back  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  it  tv ill  cause  unnecessary  delay. 
Tbey  are  having-a  vacation  now  and  there  are  a  few 
days  more  in  which  the  work  can  be  done,  and 
for  that  reason  1  hope  we  shall  concur  and  appropri- 
ate the  money. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23—1  have  spent  the  day  on 
this  business  with  a  portion  of  tbe  School  Committee 
and  Mi".  Merrill.  It  was  first  contemplated  to  use 
twelve  room"  in  this  school  in  the  different  stories, 
and  this  order  was  introduced  to  pay  tbat  cost.  It  i  ■ 
found  tbat  tbat  would  be  very  expensive,— §3500  I 
have  consulted  with  the  School  Committee  and  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings,  who  states  that 
he  thinks  that  he  has  old  and  new  furniture  enough 
to  use  in  the  rooms  tbat  tbey  require  at  the  present 
time;  md,  in  making  not  a  very  wild  estimate,  the 
Architect  and  myself  have  been  over  it  to-day  and 
we  find  that  we  can  tit  up  the  upper  story  where  tbe 
gas  is  entirely  in  now — that  is,  the  u  aiu  pipes  ma  up 
there,  so  that  we  need  not  disfigure  or  injure  the 
building  in  any  way — we  can  pipe  tnese  rooms  for 
about  $i000,  and  there  will  be  some  other  small  ex- 
penses. I  like  tbe  suggestion  of  my  colleague 
tbat  «e  pass  this  order.  Tbe  great  hurry  is  to 
get  this  school  so  tbat  tbey  can  commence  on  the 
first  (d  January,  and  if  this  order  passes  to-night  we 
can  do  that;  if  it  has  to  ~o  to  the  board  and  come 
back  again  next  Thursday  it  is  impossible.  I  hope 
the  matter  will  pas»  iu^t  as  it  is.  As  my  colleague 
says,  the  whole  of  the  money  will  not  be  needed  for 
that,  but. what  remains  can  be  transferred  for  some- 
thing else.  It  is  a  ve.y  reasonable  request,  and  I 
think  we  have  done  remarkably  well  to  get  the 
School  Committee  and  the  masters  to  agree  to  our 
proposition.  We  ought  not  to  have  any  more  delay. 
We  have  been  at  work  on  this  now  about  three 
months,  and  1  hope  it  will  now  go  through  just  as  it 
i*. 

.Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11 — In  what  has  been  said 
I  have  not  beeu  able  to  find  out  why  tbey  have  not 
been  able  t>  go  on  with  the  school  all  through  tbe 
fall.  Tbey  have  bad  an  empty  building  which  tbey 
could  move  iuto  at  any  time  they  chose;  and  as  I 
stated  when  this  matter  came  up  before,  that 
building  on  Harrisou  avenue  which  the  City 
Council  offered  to  tbe  School  Commirtee  has  more 
accommodations  than  they  require;  it  is  already 
piped  and  in  order.  But  when  that  building  was 
offered  to  the  School  Committee  they  immediately 
put  tbe  communication  on  file,  and  made  a  fresh  ap- 
plication for  this  particular  High  school  building, 
which  tbey  wanted  to  have  fitted  up  tor  their  use. 
I  do  not  see  tbe  neces-ity  of  going  to  that  expense. 
At  present  this  bnilding  ou  Harrison  avenue  is  not 
used  at  all;  it  is  simply  a  vacant  school  building, 
and  it  seems  as  though  it  might  be  used  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

Mi'.  Morri-on  of  Ward  23— Tne  gentleman  is  labor- 
ing under  the  same  difficulty  that  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  have  labored  under  throughout  the 
period  while  this  lias  been  under  consideration. 
They  have  endeavored  to  impress  the  School  Com- 
mittee with  tbe  fact  that  this  was  a  proper  building, 
but  we  have  not  the  power  to  compel  them  to  take 
it.  Tbe  School  Committee  have  said  they  will  not  take 
it,and  now  the  question  arises  with  us  whether  we  shall 
fit  this  up  or  let  the  whole  thing  go  by  the  board.  They 
refused  to  take  '.his  schoolhouse  last  night  and  for- 
mally met  and  notified  the  committee  to  that  effect. 
For  that  reason,  as  I  said  before,  the  Architect  and 
myself  and  a  portion  of  the  School  Committee  have 
spent  the  day  over  that  matter  and  think  we  have 
made  *  very  fine  arrangement,  so  tbat  we  can  accom- 
modate them  by  the  first  day  of  January;  if  they  do 
not  have  it  by  the  first  day  of  January,  or  near  that, 
they  don't  want  it. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1 — When  this  matter  was  be- 
fore the  Council  some  time  ago,  we  got  into  quite  a 
discussion  about  it,  and  I  offered  an  order  that  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction  cons;der  whether 
tbere  was  not  some  other  building  that  could  be  used 
equally  as  well  and  without  detriment  to  this  school. 
Tnat  committee,  which  we  all  know  is  composed  of 
very  able  gentlemen,  reported  that  tbere  was  a  build- 
ing. The  object  of  offering  tbat  order  was  that  it 
seoiued  to  me  it  would  be  too  bad  to  do  anything  bv 
which  we  would  run  anv  risk  of  disfiguring  this  elegant 
building  of  the  English  High  school.  I  have  been 
informed  to-night,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  truth 
of  tbe  matter,  that  when  this  building  was  being 
built  acrtain  person  in  this  city  offered  to  pipe  the 
whole  thing  for  41600;  now  they  come  here  and  for 
a  few  rooms  want  $3500,  and  are  willing  to  take 
$1000.  I  have  not  beard  any  gentleman  get  up  here 
and  i-tate  whether  or  not  this  is  going  to  disfigure 
this  building.  Another  point  is  that  when  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction  come  here  and  say  tlrat 


there  is  a  building  tit  for  that  High  school  to  be  held 
in;  ai  d  al*o  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  come 
here  and  reiterate  the  statement  that  tbe  building  is 
a  proper  buildiug,  and  that  committee  has  also  an 
adequate  amount  of  money  to  put  it  in  the  possession 
of  the  school,  it  seems  to  me  tbat  tbe  School  Beard 
have  not  the  interest  of  the  school  at  heart  if  they  are 
not  willing  to  put  it  into  tbat  inulding;  and  I  for  one 
shall  not  rote  tor  an  order  of  this  kind  unless  there  is 
some  fur;her  explanation  than  we  have  had  here  to- 
night. It  seems  to  me  to  be  foolishness,  if  this  build- 
iug on  Harrison  avenue  is  what  the  committee  say 
it  is,  that  the  School  Committee  do  not  put  the 
school  in  there  instead  of  going  to  work  and  incur- 
ring a  bill  of  $1000.  and  possibly  more  for— as  I  im- 
agine— disfiguring  tbe  present  building. 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23—1  will  state  that  the 
operation  will  not  disfigure  the  building  in  the  least. 
They  will  occupy  simply  the  upper  story.  The  main 
gas  pipes  are  all  there  ready  to  run  around  the  rooms 
whtrever  tbey  are  wanted.  It  does  not  disfigure  the 
building  or  injure  it.  In  regard  to  the  old  building  on 
Harrison  avenue  it  was  stated  by  the  committee  and 
also  by  some  of  the  teachers  to-day  tbat  ihev  would 
have  to  put  two  classes  in  one  room,  which  would  be 
very  objectionable.  Whether  that  is  true  or  not  I 
cannot  say,  but  I  suppose  the  statements  of  the  com- 
mittee are  to  tie  relied  upon.  That  was  one  of  their 
grsat  objections. 

Mr.  Lovell  ot  Wan!  1 — I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  just  taken  his  si  at  if  the  piping  in 
these  upper  stories  is  to  be  run  ou  tbe  ceiling  so  that 
it  would  be  in  sight? 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23 — it  is  going  to  be  in 
sight — yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— I  would  like  to  ask  if  the 
gentleman  calls  that  an  ornament  to  a  room? 

Mr.  Morrison  of  Ward  23— It  will  be  nice  bronze 
pipe  and  will  look  just  us  well  as  a  chandelier. 

"Sir.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — My  colleague  has  so 
well  discussed  the  main  question  that  I  do  not  thin'j 
it  necessary  to  add  anything  to  what  he  has  said  on 
that  point.  But  in  regard  to  the  ameuument  I  wish  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to  this  fact,  that  the 
order  is  for  $3500,  which  1  confess  is  more  than  we  shal  1 
probably  have  to  spend;  but  tbe  amendment  of  $1000 
is  probably  less  than  we  shall  have  to  spend.  If  we 
are  going  to  spend  anv  money  at  all  we  should  finish 
the  job  right  uo.  The  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings will  uot  waste  it  becausu  they  have  the  money 
in  their  power,  and  they  caunot  use  it  for  any  other 
purpose  than  for  public  buildings— schoolhouses. 
They  cannot  apply  it  to  any  other  class  of  buildings. 
Therefore  I  thinK  it  is  better,  to  save  time,  it  you 
wish  to  pass  it  all  all,  to  accept  the  original  order, 
which  has  already  passed  tbe  Board  of  Aldermen.  I 
hope,  therefore,  that  the  amendment  will  be  re- 
jected. The  amendment  will  bean  indirect  way  of 
preventing  the  committee  from  carrying  out  "the 
plan.  If  you  don't  wish  us  to  do  it,  don't  give  us  any 
money,  but  if  you  mean  to  let  us  do  it,  don't  adopt 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Child  of  Ward  17 — I  do  not  see  any  reason  to 
change  my  opinion.  At  the  time  I  offered  that 
amendment  I  did  it  with  a  view  to  fixing  some  defi- 
nite amount  that  would  probably  be  used  by  the 
committee.  I  see  no  reason  why  we  should  appro- 
priate $3500  to  do  the  work  which  can  be  done  for 
$1000  or  $1200.  If  $1000  will  not  cover  it  I  will  put 
in  $1200;  but  1  am  free  to  say  that  I  am  not  anxious 
that  the  amendment  should  pass,  for  I  do  not  want 
any  appropriation  to  be  made  for  this  purpose.  I 
have  uot  beeu  convinced  by  anything  tnat  has  been 
said,  that  the  piping  of  this  building  will  not  dis- 
figure it,  and  I  see  no  good  reason  why  the  High 
s  .'hool  should  be  brought  into  this  building,  when 
there  are  other  places  that  are  appropriate  and  con- 
venient for  it. 

Mr.  Memis  of  Ward  20— If  it  it  bad  uot  been  for 
the  remark  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  17,  that  he 
hoped  this  Evening  High  school  would  n  t  get  into 
tbe  new  buiding  at  all,  I  doubt  whether  I  should 
have  said  a  word;  but  the  matter  has  been  brought 
to  im  attention  by  a  member  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee, who  at  the  tune  explained  thoroughly  the  ca- 
pecity  of  the  Harrison-avenue  schoolhouse,  and  who 
went  farther  than  tbe  gentleman  from  Ward  23  has 
done,  and  told  me  that  tbere  were  not  only  two 
classes  but  three  in  the  lower  room  of  the  Harrison- 
avenue  schooihoust,  so  that  one  teacher  is  posted 
up  on  oue  side,  perhaps,  explaining  arithmetic,  an- 
other in  the  opposite  corner  of  the  room  is  teaching 
the  languages,  and  a  third  is  teaching  something 
else.  When  I  heard  that  it  settled  the  matter  in  my 
mind,  if  nothing  else  did.  But  farther  than  that  he 
told  me  tbat  even  filling  the  school  up,  crowding 
three  classes  in  the  lower  room,  there  was  not  suffi- 
cient capacity  to  hold  the  scholars  tl  at   attend  the 


851 


COMMON     COUNCIL. 


Evening  High  school.  And  he  told  me  that  since 
the  school  bad  been  removed  from  the  Bowditeh 
np  to  this  Harrison-avenue  schoolhouse  the  attend- 
ance hid  rapidly  diminishes— that  the  children 
would  not  go  there;  and  that  convinced  me  that  at 
any  rate  the  Harrison-avenue  school  was  not  a  proper 
school  lor  us  to  send  the  Evening  High  scholars  to. 
Now,  the  only  otber  building  whicb  bas  been  pro- 
posed is  that  on  Warren  avenue,  and  I  have  his  as- 
surance— he  writes  me  in  ihis  way: 

"Anil  in  tne  new  building  nine  or  eleven  rooms 
can  be  used  in  the  corner  nearest  the  drill  hall,  on 
the  Latin  school  side,  entered  by  a  door  never  used 
in  daytime,  and  the  rooms  could  be  parted  off  from 
the  rest  of  the  building  without  any  trouble. " 

Now  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  no  reason  why 
they  should  not  be  used  If  we  have  a  schoolhouse 
there  that  is  lying  idle,  it  saems  to  me  we  ought  to 
finish  it  up.  He  told  me  frankly  that  $1000  would 
fully  cover  the  expenses,  and  they  were  willing  to 
take  that  sum.  I  certainly  hope  we  shall  do  some- 
thing to  help  the  School  Board  out  and  give  them 
every  accommodation. 

Mr.  Williams  of  W^rd  11— It  isn't  so  much  the 
spending  this  one  thousaed  dollars  that  I  object  to, 
as  to  the  spirit  in  which  the  School  Committee  have 
come  to  the  City  Council  in  this  matter  from  the 
very  first.  When  this  new  building  was  being  put 
up  ou  Warren  avenue,  a  portion  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee interested  themselves  enough  to  see  that 
large  gas  pipes  were  not  put  into  it,  for  the  reason 
that  they  did  not,  want  to  have  it  as  an  Evening 
schoolhouse.  Now  they  want  us  to  tear  up  the 
building  and  put  in  gas  pipes.  When  we  gave  them 
a  hearing  they  said,  m  as  many  words,  that  it  did 
not  make  anydifference  wnether  we  gave  them  the 
new  High  and  Latin  school  building  for  an  Evening 
school  or  not.  Now  unless  they  show  that  it  is  impos- 
sible for  them  to  carry  on  the  Evening  High  school 
in  the  Harrison-avenue  schoolhouse,  1  say  we  are  not 
called  upon  to  fit  up  the  new  high  school  building  as 
they  propose.  In  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
20  1  desire  to  say  that  the  Hariison-avenue  school 
building  has  not  been  occupied  this  year. 

Mr.  iviorrison  of  AVard  23  -I  would  say  that,  these 
gentlemen  waivea  their  request  for  large  gas  pipes 
in  the  lower  rooms;  also  that  the  work  we  do  now 
can  be  availed  of  for  other  purposes  in  the  future. 
They  propose  to  establish  a  Drawing- school  there, 
and  in  thac  case  the  room  will  be  fitted  up  all  ready 
for  use. 

Mr.  Means  of  Ward  20—1  hope  no  gentleman  will 
go  so  far  as  to  vote  against  giving  the  children  a 
chance  to  go  to  an  Evening  High  school  merely  be- 
cause certain  impractical  and  theoretical  members 
of  the  .-school  Committee  have  made  a  mistake.  We 
have  the  schoolhouse  on  our  bands,  and  the  only 
question  for  us  under  existing  circumstances  is 
to  utilize  it  the  best  we  can.  I  do  not  think 
it  is  fair  for  us  to  deprive  the  children  of 
this  privilege  simply  because  of  the  mistaken 
action  of  tbe  School  Committee,  and  that  seems  to 
be  what  this  question  is  reducing  itself  to.  As  we 
have  the  school  building  there,  I  hope  we  shall  use 
it. 

Mr.  Bigelow  of  Ward  25— Judging  from  the  very 
few  members  of  the  Council  present,  I  tbink  this 
question  has  been  discussed  about  as  much  as  the 
Council  care  to  hear  it,  and  I  therefore  move  the 
previous  question. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

'Ihe  amendment,  to  reduce  the  amount  to  §1000, 
was  declared  carried.  Mi  .AVhitmore  doubted  the  vote 
and  the  Council  was  divided,  18  for,  15  against,  but 
pending  the  declaration  of  the  lesult,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wnitinore,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  The 
amendment  was  rejected,  yeas  24,  nays  35: 

Yeas — Beal,  Bigelow,  Boyle,  Brimbecom,  Costello, 
Dana,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell,  Freeman, 
Gove,  Harrison,  Hart,  Hosley,  Huntress,  Lovell,  Ma- 
guire,  Mathews,  Means,  P.  Morrison,  Swan,  Viles, 
Williams— 24. 

Nays— Barry,  Bartlett,  Brown,  Child,  Connell, 
Cotton,  Cronin,  Cummlngs,  Daly,  Denuey,  Devlin, 
C.  F.  Doherty,  Fisk,  Fitzpatnck,  Folan,  Ford, 
Harding,  Hilton,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  Mc- 
Laughlin, McNamara,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Mullett, 
Murphv.  Pope,  Powers,  Pray,  Rogers,  Rosnosky, 
Smith,  Teevan,  Walsh,  Welch,  Wharton,  Whi.more 
—35. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Bowker,  H.  Clapp,  H,B. 
Clapp,  Conlin,  J.  Doherty,  Grcenougli,  Lauten, 
McCormick,  Parkman,  Quigley,  Wi'kebeld,  Wheeler 
—12. 

The  question  ihen  came  up  on  ^the  passage  of  the 
original  order  transferring  $3500. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1— Before  ihe  question  is  put, 
I  desire  to  place  myself  right.    It  may  be  understood 


that  those  who  vottd  against  an  appropriation  for 
$3500  oppose  the  education  of  those  who  are  to  at- 
tend this  school.  I  do  not  stand  in  any  such  posi- 
tion. I  am  perfectly  willing  that  they  should  have 
every  particle  of  education  it  is  possible  for  them  to 
receive,  and  I  would  do  anything  to  forward  it.  But 
I  do  not  believe  this  matter  is  right.  I  believe  as 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  has  explained,  that 
they  have  taken  a  wrong  position,  and  that  these 
scholais  can  be  accommodated  in  Ihe  Harrison- 
avenue  building. 

Tbe  Presidents — The  Chair  would  remind  the  gen- 
tleman that  debate  is  not  in  order,  the  previous  ques- 
tion having  been  ordered. 

The  order  was  rejected  in  non-concurrence,  for 
want  ot  a  two-thirds  vote — yeas  33,  nays  25: 

Yeas— Barry,  Boyle,  Brown,  Connell,  Costello, 
Cronin,  Cummings,  Daly,  Denney,  Devlin,  C.  F. 
Doherty,  Fisk,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Harding,  Hilton, 
Maguire,  J.  A.  Mclaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin, 
McNamara,  Means,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Pope,  Powers, 
Kogers,  Rosnosky,  Smith,  Teevau,AVakeHeld,  Walsh, 
Welch.  Wharton,  Whitmore— 33. 

Nays— Bartlett,  Beal,  Bigelow,  Brimbecom,  Child, 
Dana,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell,  Ford,  Free- 
man. Gove,  Harrison,  Hart,  Hosley,  Huntress, 
Lovell,  Mathews.  P.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Parkman, 
Swan,  Viles,  Williams— 25. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Bowker,  H.  Clapp,  H.  B. 
Clapp,  Conlin,  Cotton,  J.  Doherty,  Greenough, 
Lauten,  McCormick,  Murphv,  Pray,  Quigley, 
Wheeler- 13. 

WEST  ROXBTJKY  PAEK. 
On  motion  of    Mr.  Wnitmore  the  Cou:cil  took 
from  the  table  the  motion   to  reconsider  the  vote 
whereby  was  rejected  the  order  for  a  loan  of  §600,- 

000  lor  lands  for  the  West  Koxbury  Park.  (City 
Doc.  124.) 

The  question  was  upon  reconsidera'ion. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  moved  to  reconsider  that  vote 
because  at  the  last  meeting  or  the  Council  there 
were  enough  members  absent  or  not  voting  to  have 
carried  the  measure.  Though  of  course  I  Tiave  no 
knowledge  as  to  how  they  would  have  voted,  it 
seemed  proper  to  give  them  an  opportunity  to  vote. 
It  is  also  possible  that  on  reflection  there  may  have 
been  some  changes  of  opinion  in  regard  to  this  meas- 
ure. I  do  not  intend  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Conncil  with  any  genera)  argument.  I  tbink  it  is  a 
matter  which  fortunately  has  been  carried  past  the 
election,  and  every  member  can  vote  according  to 
his  own  belief  without  any  fear  of  his  motives  being 
misinterpre  ed.  I  hope  the  small  number  necessary 
to  make  foity-eight  votes  will  be  found.  As  I  have 
already  stated  in  the  early  part  of  the  debate.  I  think 
it  is  a  proper  motion  to  be  adopted   by  the  Council. 

1  have  nothing  new  to  offer;  but  while  not  desiring 
to  interfere  with  the  debate,  unless  some  gentleman 
is  very  anxious  to  speak  I  would  move  the  previous 
question  on  the  motion  to  reeonsider. 

The  mam  question  was  ordered.  The  reconsidera- 
tion prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  the  main  question 
was  otdpred,  and  the  order  was  passed,  in  concur- 
rence.   Yeas,  50;  nays,  17: 

Yeas— Barry,  Bowker,  Bovle,  Brown,  H.  B.  Clapp, 
Conlin,  Connell,  Costello,  Cronin,  Daly,  Dana, 
Deunev,  Devlit,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Eddy, 
Farwell,  Fisk,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Ford,  Gove, 
Harding,  Harrison,  Hart,  Hilton.  Hosley,  Maguire, 
Mathews,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin, 
McNamara,  Menus,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P.  Morrison, 
Mullett,  Murphy,  Pope,  Powers,  Pratt,  Pray,  Quia- 
ley.  Roeers,  Rosnosky,  Smith,  Teevan.  Wakefield, 
Walsh,  Wharton,  Whitmore— 50. 

Nays — Bart  ett,  Beal,  Brimbecom,  Child,  Cotton, 
Cummiogs,  Dudley,  Emerv,  Freeman,  Huntress. 
Lovell,  Parkman,  Swan,  Viles,  Welch,  Wheeler, 
Williams — 17. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Bigelow,  H.  Clapp,  Gree- 
nough, Lauten,  McCormick— 5. 

Mr.  Whitmore  m(  ved  to  reconsider,  hoping  it  would 
not  pievail. 

The  President  said  the  motion  could  not  be  enter- 
tained under  the  rule. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  motion  to  reconsider 
was  entertained.  The  Council  refused  to  recon- 
sider. 

ARNOLD  ARBORETf.M. 

Mr.  Freeman,  of  Ward  10,  called  up  the  past 
assignment,  viz. : 

Majority  and  minority  reports  of  the  Special 
Committee  on  the  Arnold  Arboretum.  (City  Doc.  134.) 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  to  recommit  both  reports 
to  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Arnold  Arboretum. 
I  would  also  move,  in  order  that  we  may  get  at  some 
other  matters,  to  lay  that  motion  ou  the  table,  and 
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will  state  my  reasons.  I  want  to  have  time  to  go  in- 
to the  subjec.  uf  the  Arnold  Aborelum.  I  want  to 
have  the  members  who  signed  the  majority  report  to 
explain  some  matters.  I  do  not  want  at  this  particu- 
lar stage  to  abow  this  thing  to  create  debate  in  pref- 
erence to  an  order  fairly  entitled  to  the  next  place — 
in  regard  to  the  City  i'oiut  park.  1  want  to  have 
that  matter  considered  next,  because  we  have  made 
np  our  mini  is  in  retard  to  it,  and  itcouiesin  the  sunn' 
wayasibe  preceding  order.  I  wish  to  make  amo- 
tion to  proceed  at  once  to  a  vote  on  that  subject,  to 
enable  us  to  know  where  we  are.  This  other  matter 
of  the  Arnold  Arboretum  is  going  to  make  discus- 
sion on  this  or  some  other  evening,  unless  we 
send  It  back  to  the  committee.  I  think  we 
ought  to  take  up  the  City  .Point  pans,  and 
I  hope  the  other  friends  of  parks  will  vcte 
to  lay  Ihe  Arnold  Arboretum  matter  ou  the 
table.  I  think  the  East  Boston  park  ought  to  be 
considered  iu  connection  with  the  other  matters  in 
the  same  position  that  it  is. 

Mr.  Kreeman  of  Ward  10— I  hope  the  motion  to 
lay  upon  the  table  will  not  prevail.  There  is  no 
reason  why  this  matter  should  not  come  to  a  vote 
now.  and  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  allow  it  to  do  so 
with  ut  any  talk  ab nit  it.  I  made  no  objection  to 
coming  to  a  vote  on  the  West  Roxbury  park.  The 
Council  understand  the  merits  of  this  question,  and 
there  is  no  reason  why,  because  I  am  a  iriend  of  the 
arboretum  and  call  it  tip,  the  friends  of  the  South 
Boston  park  shouid  vote  against  it.  All  the  friends 
of  the  South  Boston  park  know  I  am  in  favor  of  it, 
and  have  always  advocated  it,and  also  the  East  Bos 
ton  park  as  soon  as  a  siie  can  bj  found.  The  Arnold 
Arboretum  matter  comes  along  in  the  next  place. 
It  is  intended  to  be  connected  with  the  West  Roxbury 

fark,  and  there  is  to  be  a  driveway  between  the  two. 
think  this  is  he  proper  time  to  bring  it  up.  I  hope 
it  will  uot  be  laid  upon  the  table,  out  that  we  shall 
come  to  a  vote. 

Mr.  Devliu  of  Ward  13—1  shall  vote  for  the  Arnold 
av  oretuiu,  whether  the  South  Boston  park  is  de- 
feated or  not,  but  it  seems  to  ine  we  ought  to  vote  in 
order  now.  We  have  taken  up  No.  32  on  the  pro- 
gramme and  acted  upon  it,  and  now  I  think  we 
ought  to  take  up  No.  33  aud  proceed  with  that.  I  do 
not  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  will  gain  any 
friends  for  the  measure  by  the  course  he  has  taken. 
It  strikes  me  we  ought  to  go  on  in  order. 

Mr.  Freeman— Does  the  gentleman  intend  to  call 
up  the  South  Boston  park  with  the  gentleman  from 
Warn  14  absent? 

Mr.  Wuituiore— I  do  not  know  to  whom  the  gen- 
tleman addressed  his  inquiry,  but  I  stated  that  I  in- 
tended to  move  to  take  up  the  South  Boston  park  as 
soon  as  I  could  get  the  floor  to  do  so,  because  that 
has  been  discussed,  and  we  fully  understand  it.  But 
I  propose  t>  discuss  this  Arnold  Arboretum  matter 
until  the  Couucil  understand  it.  It  i*  going  to  take 
a  long  time  to  discuss  it,  and  for  that  reason  1  do  not 
think  we  should  postpone  action  upon  matters  which 
have  been  discussed,  and  are  understood.  The  gen- 
tleman says  he  is  a  friend  of  the  South  Boston  park. 
I  think  he  has  taken  a  slrauge  course.  He  has  iu'ro- 
-ulistiiutes  forjall  these  measures,  which  would 
have  killed  them.  I  do  not  think  the  real  friends  of 
the  East  Boston  or  South  Boston  parks  have  any  rea- 
son to  take  his  lead  in  this  matter.  The  main  rea- 
son I  urg  j  for  the  taking  up  of  the  South  and  East 
Boston  parks  is  that  there  will  be  no  debate  upon 
them.  But  if  you  insist  upon  aetiug  upon  the  Ar- 
nold Arboretum  matter,  I  say  vou  have  but  just  com- 
menced the  consideration  of  it,  for  it  Is  a  subject 
that  will  keep  us  here  until  to-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— I  hope  the  Arnold  Ar- 
boretum orders  will  not  be  laid  over.  There  has  not 
been  a  single  measure  of  this  kind  brought  before 
tin-  Council  which  has  been  so  thoroughly  endorsed 
by  the  citizens  of  Bostou.  I  do  not,  thiuk  it  ought  to 
be  juggled  with.  It  ought  not  to  be  put  off.  but 
should  be  decided  upon  its  merits.  I  do  not  think 
tin  gentleman  can  discuss  this  question  any  better 
ie  has  voted  ou  another  park  measure  thau  he 
can  now.  At  the  last  lueetiug  I  voted  for  the  South 
Boston  park,  and  I  intend  to  keep  on  voting  for  it. 
I  'lo  not  see  that  that  has  anything  to  do  with  the  Ar- 
nold Arboretum.  I  hope  we  shall  do  out  duty  to  the 
citizens  of  Boston,  aud  vote  and  act  lor  the  best  Inter- 
ests of  the  citizens  as  a  whole.  It  seems  to  me  this 
matter  of  the  Arnold  Arboretum  ouifht  i»  be  consid- 
ered on  its  merits,  and  if  there  is  any  debate  now, 
s  i  much  Ihe  better 

.Mr.  Huntress  of  Ward  11 — If  the  excuse  given 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  were  the  real  one, 
I  should  think  it  ought  have  some  weight.  I  uon't 
believe  it  is  Where  we  have  had  one  word  of  dis- 
cu  —  ioii  in  'bis  chamber  this  year  about  the  South 
oark,  there  have   been  titty   words   spoken 


upon  the  Arnold  Arboretum.  Everybody  said  you 
must  vote  for  the  West  Roxbury  park  first,  and  it 
has  been  so.  To  say  that  the  City  Point  park  should 
be  taken  up  next  in  oroer  is  not  correct.  The  mat- 
ter of  the  Arnold  Arbore'um  is  under  the  assign- 
ments, and  it  seems  that  we  can  now  go  ou  aud  act 
U|,on  it,  after  it  has  been  so  fully  discussed. 

Mr.  Whitmort — I  must  call  upon  the  gentlemen 
who  signed  the  majontj  report  to  confirm  the  state- 
ment tnat  we  considered  the  provisions  of  the  agree- 
ment to  be  made  between  Harvard  College  and  the 
City  of  Boston,  and  that  there  were  important  modi- 
fications which  the  majority  of  the  committpe 
tLougbt  should  be  made.  It  is"a  matter  that  is  going 
to  requi-e  a  good  deal  of  debate.  I  think  that  forty- 
eight  votes  cannot  be  obtained  for  the  Arnold  Ar- 
boreium  to-night.  It  is  no  more  a  park  than  the 
Charles-river  embankment  is  a  park.  It  mav  be  a 
very  good  measure,  but  it  is  no  more  a  park  than 
was  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital,  for  which  we  passed 
an  aporopriation  some  six  months  ago.  1  hope, 
therefore,  that  we  shall  proceed  tj  a  test  vote  upon 
laying  this  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Cummiugs  of  Ward  10 — When  this  matter  was 
discussed  before,  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  stated 
that  he  drew  the  majority  report,  which  is  a  tact. 
The  majority  report  states  that  the  only  question  is, 
whether  the  laud  is  worth  the  price,  and  on  that  the 
committee  were  divided.  When  the  matter  of  the 
agreement  came  betore  the  committee,  no  question 
was  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  that  there 
wou.d  be  any  difficulty  between  the  city  and  Harvard 
College,  and  I  do  not  believe  he  feels  that  there  are 
any  objections  now,  but  the  point  he  m  ikes  is  a  mere 
pretense.  It  was  not  stated  in  the  committee  that 
the  details  of  the  agreement  between  the  city  and 
Harvard  College  were  not  satisfactory,  but  it  was 
expressly  conceded  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
that  they  were  satisfactory,  and  that  there  was  no 
occasion  to  discuss  that  question.  It  was  so  stated  in 
the  report  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.  1  hope 
we  shuli  come  to  a  vote. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  must  say  I  am  amazed  at  the 
statement  jus. made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
10.  I  wish  to  call  to  his  recollection  the  fact  that 
Prof.  Sargent  came  in  and  submitted  to  our  commit- 
tee a  draft  of  different  terms  to  be  made  by  Harvard 
College,  which  is  now  on  the  files  of  the  Clerk  of 
Committees.  When  I  stated  in  this  report  to  which 
we  all  agreed,  thai  the  details  need  not  be  consid- 
ered, it  was  because  it  was  uot  the  belief  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  that  the  Arnold  Arboretum 
would  pass.  I  call  upon  the  gentleman  to  state  that 
fact  that  he  has  himself  stattd,and  the  other  gentle- 
men have  stated— that  the  reason  he  did  not  consider 
the  details  was  because  we  did  not  believe  this  meas- 
ure would  pass.  I  call  upon  the  gentleman  to  stale 
whether  Prot.  Sargent's  paper  is  not  there.  If  he 
does  not  know  it,  I  will  tell  him  it  is  there.  Unfort- 
unately the  gentleman  who  signed  the  minority  re- 
port with  me  is  not  in  his  seat. 

Mr.  Freeman — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  that  the 
time  for  debating  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  tabic 
has  expired. 

The  President  ruled  the  point  well  taken. 

The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  was  lost,  aud  the 
question  came  upon  the  motion  to  refer  to  the  sm>c- 
ial  aommittee. 

Mr.  Whitmore — The  only  reason  I  wanted  it  laid 
upon  the  table  was  to  have  the  other  matter  brought 
up  aud  considered,  but  now  I  move  to  recommit  both 
reports  to  the  committee,  wich  Instructions  to  con- 
sider and  report  a  schedule  of  the  terms  of  the 
agreement.  Xow,  sir,  I  propose  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  whether  it  is  not  also  a  fact  that  some 
members,  at  least  of  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee, decided  that  these  terms  ought  to  be  re- 
duced to  writing.  The  proposal  which  comes 
here  now  is  to  be  found  on  page  14  of  the 
report,  and  is  entitled  a  memorandum  of  the 
agreement  between  the  City  of  Boston  and  the  I  resi- 
dent and  fellows  of  Harvard  University.  Those 
terms  are  not  at  ones  for  this  Couucil  to  agree  to.  I 
know  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  will  not  get  up 
and  sav  they  are  entirely  satisfactory  and  proper, 
and  yet  according  to  the  way  the  order  is  drawn  it  is 
necessary  to  have  this  matter  go  to  them,  it  is  for 
that  reason  that  I  hope  we  shall  refer  the  matter 
back  to  the  committee.  Thev  can  report  at  the  next 
meeting.  I  say  it  is  an  outrage  on  the  Oily  of  Boston 
for  gentlemen  to  come  here  ami  vote  to' give  away 
city  property  ar.d  rights  without  an  attempt  to  get 
the  beat  possible  termB  from  Harvard  College,  we 
kuow  there  is  already  on  the  liles  of  the  committee 
a  proposition  from  Prof.  Sargent  a  great  deal  more- 
favorable  for  the  City  of  Boston  than  the  one  le 

five  years  ago  to  the  Park  Commissioners.  1  -ay 
this  proposition  was  not  brought  up  by  adisiui. 
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party.  The  agreement  was  made  by  an  Jgent of  the 
City  of  Boston,  wuo  instead  of  protecting  the  rigbts  of 
the  city,  gave  up  reasonable  demands  by  the  city.  It 
was  done  years  ago,  and  it  is  improper  that  we  should 
reaffirm  it  without  consideration.  I  say  again  that 
the  committee,  in  framing  their  report  as  they  did, 
did  it  because  the.v  did  not  suppose  the  matter  would 
be  accepted  by  this  Council.  That  is  a  matter  which 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  must  confirm  irom  his 
own  recollection.  I  venture  to  say  he  will  not  now 
endorse  that  memorandum  on  page  44.  He  knows 
they  Hie  not  the  best  terms  tbat  can  b'j  obtained.  It 
is  absurd  for  us  to  pass  au  order  of  that  kind.  It 
ought  to  go  back  to  the  committee,  a  majority  of 
whom  are  in  favor  of  this  scheme,  and  they  ought 
to  take  pains  to  see  tbat  the  interest  of  the 
City  of  Boston  is  protected.  If  the  gentle- 
man Irom  Ward  11  had  been  willing  to  do 
so  at  the  last  meeting,  we  could  have  had 
our  report  to-night.  I  believe  we  can  do  it  in  a 
week's  time.  We  cannot  consistently  and  properly 
vote  away  the  c  ,ty 's  money,  cspeeially  after  making  so 
large  au  appropriation  as  we  have,  and  knowing  there 
are  other  districts  where  we  still  have  large  appro- 
priations to  make. 

Mr.  Devlin— I  feel  that  we  all  understand  the 
question  in  regard  to  the  reference  of  this  report, 
ana  that  we  may  come  to_a  vote  I  move  the  previous 
question  on  the  motion  to  refer. 

Mr. 'Williams— I  wish  the  gentleman  who  has  just 
mads  that  motion  would  withdraw  it  at  least  long 
enough  for  me  to  state  what  I  wish  to  do,  and  my 
reasi  n  lor  not  wishing  to  refer  it.  I  have  a  proviso 
to  offer  as  an  amendment  to  the  order  in  regard  to 
the  Arnold  Aboretum  which  will  cover  this  point 
which  has  been  brought  up  as  to  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations governing  the  use  of  those  grounds  by  the 
public. 

Mr.  Devlin — At  the  request  of-  the  gentleman  I 
will  withdraw  it,  although  I  think  the  friends  of  the 
Arnold  Arboretum  have  not  acted  very  wisely  this 
evening. 

~,Mr.  Williams  •  I  thank  the  gentleman  very  much 
or  Lis  courtesy.  I  merely  wish  to  say  I  think  it 
oui>ht  not  to  be  referred  to  the  committee,  and  that 
in  case  an  opportunity  is  offered  I  shall  offer  the 
following  amendment: 

"Provided,  that  the  estimated  .lost  of  all  driveways 
called  for  under  sucn  arrangement  shall  not.  exceed 
the  sum  of  seventv-n've  thousand  dollars.    Also, 

"Provided,  that  before  any  covenant  is  made  with 
the  authorities  of  Harvard  College  a  set  of  rules  and 
regulations  to  govern  the  use  of  the  grounds  by  the 
public  shall  be  drawn  up,  which  shall  receive  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Mayor,  the  Park  Commissioners  and 
the  Corporation  Counsel  ou  the  part  of  the  City  of 
Boston  '' 

If  we  cannot  trust  those  officers  to  see  that  proper 
rules  and  regulations  are  drawn  to  regulate  the  use 
of  those  grounds,  1  do  not  think  we  ought  to  trust 
anybody.  I  can  say  that  I  know  the  authorities  of 
Harvard  College  are  ready  to  make  any  reasonable 
rules  and  regulations  governing  the  use  of  those 
grounds.  Are  ready  to  throw  them  open  every  week 
day  and  Sunday  from  sunrise  to  sunset.  If  the 
Mayor,  ^ark  Commissioners  and  Corporation  Counsel 
agree  to  tnose  rules,  they  are  the  best  ones  we  can 
trust  those  things  to. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  rejected. 

The  motion  to  substitute  the  minority  report  for 
that  of  the  majority  was  rejected. 

The  report  of  the  majority  was  accepted,  and  the 
question  came  upon  the  passage  of  the  orders  for 
the  loan  and  authorizing  the  ParK  Commissioners  to 
procure  certain  lands  and  enter  into  a  covenant,  &c, 
a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Williams  offered  the  amendment  above  re 
ferred  to. 

'.dr.  Whitmore — To  show  the  impropriety  of  put- 
ting in  an  order  of  this  kind  with  an  amendment  of 
a  technical  nature,  I  say  again  that  the  matter  ought 
sow  to  be  referred  to  some  committee  to  consider. 
The  act  under  which  we  are  to  proceed,  which  is 
prmted  in  the  appendix,  is  a  very  technical  act.  As 
I  read  it,  it  seems  that  under  that  act  the  reserva- 
tions and  conditions  are  to  be  agreed  upon  by  the 
Park  Commissioners  and  the  President  and  Fellows 
of  Harvard  Colleee.  I  should  like  to  hear  from 
some  of  the  legal  gentlemen  here,  whose  opinions 
are  entitled  to  respect,  how  far  any  amendment  of 
the  kind  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  has 
any  effect  whatever,  and  bow  we  can  tie.  the  Park 
Commissioners  in  that  way.  The  act  seems  to  say 
tbat  the  Park  Commissioner  shall  have  the  power 
to  do  it.  If  that  be  so,  it  is  a  mere  piece  of 
bunkum  to  put  in  the  amendment.  I  desire 
to  ask  fur  the  opinion  of  my  colleague  on 
that   committee,    who    is   a   good   lawyer,   as    to 


whether  this  amendment  would  have  any  binding  ef- 
fect upon  the  Park  Commissioners.  Never  mind 
what  we  would  like  to  have. them  do.  but  whether 
we  would  not  have  the  power  to  make  the  rules  with- 
out beingbound  by  any  such  proviso  alter  we  had 
once  passed  the  order  for  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Williams — I  think  the  gentleman  is  correct  in 
saying  that  the  Park  Commissiouers  are  to  make  this 
covenant,  but  I  do  uot  think  there  is  anything  in  this 
act  which  will  prevent  these  rules  and  regulations 
being  drawn  up  and  approved  by  certain  officers  of 
the  city  before  the  Park  Commissioners  take  any 
su?h  action  as  would  be  required  'mder  the  act.  The 
only  meaning  of  the  amendment  is  that  the  rules  ana 
regulations  to  govern  the  use  of  those  grounds  sLall 
be  understood  by  the  City  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Whitmore—  I  am  obliged  to  the  gentleman  for 
his  not  very  profes-ional  opinion.  But  it.  was  not  an 
opinion  from  gentlemen  of  his  profession  that  I 
asked  for.  I  desired  to  have  an  opinion  from  legal 
gentlemen  on  this  question.  I  thi'ik  tbat  on  a  tech- 
nical matter  we  are  entitled  to  know  what  the  opin- 
ion of  the  lawyer  on  the  committee  is. 

Mr.  Cummings  of  Ward  10 — As  I  understand  the 
amendment  ottered  by  the  member  from  Ward  11,  it 
is  to  the  effect  that  the  Board  of  Park  Commission- 
ers, before  proceeding  under  thi-*  act  to  take  the  ar- 
boretum and  adjoining  lands,  shall  make  an  agree- 
ment with  Harvard  College  as  to  the  terms  upon 
which  the  public  are  to  use  the  arboretum,  and 
these  terms  are  to  be  satisfactory  to  the  Mayor  and 
Corporation  Counsel.  If  that ;«  incoroorated  in  the 
order  it  will  be  binding  because  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners will  not  be  authorized  to  proceed  at  all  until 
an  agreement  is  drawn  up  satisfactory  to  those  gen- 
tlemen. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  would  inquire  of  the  geufleman 
whether  there  is  any  authority  by  which  we  can 
limit  the  power  of  the  Park  Commissionns.  As  I 
read  the  act,  the  Park  Commissioners  cannot  take 
the  land  until  the  City  Council  has  provitled  the 
monev.  But  when  we  have  provided  the  money  it 
is  too  iate  for  us  to  put  any  conditions  upon  it.  I 
want  to  know  from  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10 
whether  it  is  competent  tor  us  to  put  conditions 
upon  the  order  making  the  appropriation.  The  or- 
der is  for  an  appropriation  of  so  much  money.  They 
have  got  to  have  so  much  money  or  something  equiv- 
alent to  it  before  they  take  the  land,  but  when  they 
take 'he  land  it  is  something  we  can  no  longer  contral- 
It  is  an  open  question  whether  there  is  any  money 
to  be  spent  in  tne  taking  that  would  be  so 
were  it  it  not  for  the  agreement  to  be  made  by 
the  City  of  Boston  to  appropriate  money  hereafter 
tobuild  these  driveways.  That  is  ore  of  the  reasons 
why  I  want  this  matter  considered  nit  only  by  the 
committee,  but  by  the  Corporation  Counsel.  It  seems 
to  me  the  act  as  passed  in  18S0  was  defective.  I  think 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  will  agree  with  me 
that  it  is  not  not  a  good,  clear  and  sensible  act.  Al- 
though the  Park  act  states  that  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners shall  not  incur  any  expense  until  the  money 
is  appropriated,  they  may  by  this  act  run  us  into  a 
debt  of  $300,000  before  the  Council  has  appropriated 
the  money.  I  believe  that  is  a  very  serious  defect  in 
the  act.  This  matter  was  fully  discussed  in  the  com- 
mittee. I  wanted  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Corpora- 
tion Counsel,  but  I  did  not  suppose,  and  it  was  not 
supposed  by  the  committee,  that  the  measure  would 
be  approved  by  the  Council.  I  think  tne  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  will  remember  that  in  the  discussion 
there  was  a  good  deal  said  about  the  defects  in  the 
law  and  the  propriety  of  getting  a  new  and  bet- 
ter one  passed.  There  is  certainly  great  dis- 
crepancy between  the  provisions  of  this  act  and 
those  of  the  Park  act.  If  be  is  right  in  saying  that 
the  Park  Commissioners  may  make  a  lease  back  of 
the  land  with  such  mutual  restrictions,  covenants, 
and  conditions  as  they  propose  to  make,  which  will 
oblige  th^  city  to  spend  at  least  §150,000,  for  which 
no  appropriation  has  been  provided,  I  think  that  is 
clearly  in  direct  opposition  to  the  spirit  of  the 
original  Park  act.  I  believe  this  act  was  drawn  up 
in  a  bnrry  and  without  proper  consideration.  We 
ought  not  to  act  under  it  until  is  has  been  before  the 
corporation  counsel.  Here  is  a  very  serious  depar- 
ture from  the  fundamental  principle  of  the  Park  act. 
The  gentleman  will  recollect  that  tbat  was  consid- 
ered and  very  much  discus  ed  in  the  committee,  and 
it  was  at  one  time  intended — which  I  think  he  will 
remember — bv  us  to  send  for  the  Corporation 
Couusel  to  look  at  that  point  and  others.  Yet  we 
did  not  do  it,  and  therein  1  say  the  committee  did 
rot  do  its  duty.  Therefore  I  propose  to  fight  this 
measure  until  it  has  been  considered  by  the  best 
legal  talent  io  the  service  of  the  city.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve it  is  right  tor  ns  to  take  away  the  city's  prop- 
erty and  proceed  under  an  act  of  this  kind  when  a 
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member  of  the  committee  which  has  considered  the 
subject  tells  yon  they  did  not  consider  those  Doints. 
I  venture  to  atk  the  gentleman  again  whether  it  is 
not  a  fact  that  we  did  not  consider  those  matters 
thoroughly  because  we  did  not  suppose  the  measure 
would  be  passed  by  the  Council. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rosnosky  the  main  question  was 
ordered  on  the  amendment. 

On  motion  ft  Mr.  Rosnosky  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered  on  the  amendment,  and  it  was  carried, 
yeas  42,  nays  3: 

Yeas— 3ea),  Bowker,  Brimlecoin,  Brown,  Child, 
Conuell,  Costello,  Cummings,  Dana,  Devlin,  Dudley, 
Emery,  Farwell,  Fisk,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Ford, 
Freeman.  Harding,  Harrison.  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley, 
Huntress,  Lovell,  Mathews,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  N.  M. 
Morrison,  P.  Morrison.  Mullett,  Parkman,  Pope, 
Prav,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Rosnosky,  Swan,  Vilea, Wake- 
held,  Welch,  Whartou,  Williams— 42. 

Najs— Bartlett,  Cotton,  Whitmore— 3. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry  >  Bigelow,  Boyle,  H. 
Clapp,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  CroniD,  Daly,  Denny, 
C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Eddy,  Gove,  Greenougb, 
Lauten,  Maguire,  McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin, 
McNamara,  Means,  Murphy,  Powers,  Smith,  Teevan, 
Walsh,  Wheeler— 26. 

Mr.  Freeman  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  amendment.    Lost. 

Mr.  Freeman  moved  that  further  consideration  of 
the  subject  be  specially  assigned  to  the  next  meet- 
ing at  eight  o'clock. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  will  renew  my  motion  that  the 
matter  be  referred  to  the  Special  Committee  on  the 
Arboretum  with  instructions  to  report  at  the  nex 
meeting.  We  are  exactly  where  we  were  before 
and  are  two  weeks  behind  where  we  might  have 


been.  If  this  matter  has  got  to  lay  over,  I  challenge 
any  member  of  this  committee  to  let  it  go  back  and 
be  considered  by  the  Corporation  Counsel. 

Mr.  Williams — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  that  the 
motion  to  assign  takes  precedence  of  the  motion  to 
recommit. 

Mr.  Whitmore — Then  I  ask  that  the  motion  to 
specially  assign  be  rejected  for  that  reason.  I  say  it 
is  most  remarkable  that  gentlemen  are  trying  to  ram 
this  thing  down  our  throats  without  allowing 
a  committee  to  have  these  questions  consid- 
ered ov  Corporation  Counsel.  They  cannot 
give  us  a  reason  for  not  referring  it  to  the 
committee  to  get  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Healey  in  regard 
to  the  effect  of  this  act.  I  hope  the  motion  to  spec- 
ially assign  will  be  lost.  If  they  think  thev  are  going 
to  carry  this  thing  through  by  any  such  tactics,  they 
will  find  themselves  mistaken.  If  the  reference 
would  delay  the  matter  they  might  have  some  right 
to  object  to  it.  But  here  is  a  week  during  which  it  can- 
not be  touched.  They  are  afraid  to  let  the  matter 
go  to  a  committee,  a  majority  of  whom  favor  it,  to 
get  the  legal  advice  of  the  Corporation  Counsel. 
I  assure  them  that  they  will  get  no  friends  here 
or  with  the  general  publ'c  by  such  action.  Here 
is  a  matter  that  should  go  to  the  Corporation  Coun- 
sel. There  is  plenty  of  time  to  send  it  there  and 
have  it  come  back  at  the  next  meeting.  If  the 
friends  of  this  measure  are  afraid  to  let  the  Corpo- 
ration Counsel  look  into  their  acts,  I  hope  the  public 
will  take  notice  ol  it. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13—1  believe  a  motion  to  ad- 
journ will  not  affect  the  matter  in  any  way,  and  I 
move  to  adjourn. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  Council,  at  eleven 
twenty  P.  M.,  was  declared  adjourned. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
DECEMBER    19,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  at  4 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  A  Herman  O'Brien,  Chairman,  presid- 
ing. 

JDRORS    DRATVN. 

Jurors  were  drawn  for  the  several  courts  as  fol- 
lows: 

22  Grand  and  36  Traverse,  for  Superior  Criminal 
Court,  January  term. 

38  Traverse,  Superior  Court,  1st  Session,  January 
term. 

42  Traverse,  Superior  Court,  2J  Session,  January 
term. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps — M.  A.  Coulthurs 
and  others  for  lamps  oa  Brooks  street,  Ward  23. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Instruction— He- 
quests  of  School  Committee  for  additional  accommo- 
dations for  primary  pupils  in  Blossom  street  school- 
house;  and  for  new  primary  schoolhouse  near  Sulli- 
van square  in  Charlestown. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board — Petition  for  leave  to  occupy  stuole  as  fol- 
lows: Walton  &  Libby,  old  wooden,  20  horses,  41x43 
Cnelsea  street. 

Boston  Title  Co.,  for  leave  to  construct  a  building, 
with  cellar  below  grade,  at  Columbus  avenue,  Yar- 
mouth and  Harwich  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving—  Leonard  Ware,  Jr., 
trustee,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at  1025-1029 
Washington  street  and  11-13  Lucas  place. 

Francis  H.  Gardner  and  others  for  a  plank  walk 
on  Crawford  street,  from  its  junction  with  Wan  en 
street  to  JSlm-hill  aveuue,  or  to  nave  the  sidewalk 
put  in  suitable  condition  for  travel. 

William  liallabau,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages 
on  Commercial  street  and  Foster  place. 

Fitchburg  Railroad  Co.,  lor  leaveto  locate  a  track 
across  Austin  street,  Charlestown. 

L.  D.  Welby,  respecting  alleged  illegal  use  of 
South  Boston  K.  R.  tracks  on  Rneeland  street  by 
the  Middlesex  R.  R.  Co. 

Biush  Electric  Lisrht  Co.,  for  leave  to  set  poles  on 
Lancaster  and  Causeway  streets. 

John  C.  Hayes  and  others,  that  a  petiton  be  pre- 
sented to  the  next  General  Court  for  legislation  re- 
quiring the  removal  of  the  tracks  of  the  Boston  & 
Albany  R.  K.  Co.,  on  Kneeland  street. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Survey  and  Inspec- 
tion of  Buildings— (i.  F.  Burkhardt,  to  add  to  a 
wooden  building  on  Halleck  street,  near  Station 
street,  Ward  22. 

Edmunds,  Coulson  &  Co.,  to  erect  a  wooden  addi- 
tion to  a  building  on  River  street,  near  Cedar  street, 
Ward  24. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Common,  &c. — Commis- 
sioners of  Cedar  Grove  Cemetery,  (or  a  fence  around 
said  cemetei) . 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Message  from  the  Common  Council  proposing  a 
convention  of  both  branches  of  the  City  Council  on 
Saturdiy,  the  31st  inst.,  at  5  P.  M.,  and  that  the 
Mayor  be  invited  to  address  the  convention. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Woolley  the  order  was 
amended  by  making  the  hour  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  instead 
of  5. 

Alderman  Tucker— This  is  something  out  of  the 
usual  order,  and  I  should  like  to  know  something  of 
the  object  of  the  convention. 

The  Chairman  read  the  order  again  and  said— The 
Chair  has  been  unable  to  read  the  proceedings  of  the 
last  session  of  the  Common  Council,  but  understands 
that  as  it  is  the  Mayor's  last  year  in  office  he  will  de- 
liver an  address;  it  was  thought  it  would  be  more 
appropriate  to  have  it  delivered  before  both 
branches. 

Alderman  Tucker— That  is  perfectly  satisfactory. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  petition  of  Lucretia  P.  Hale  et  als.,  re- 
ferring the  subject  to  the  School  Committee.  Con- 
curred. 

Order  for  Police  Commissioners  to  cause  to  be  ex- 
amined, an  hour  before  each  performance  at  the- 
atres, all  arrangements  for  securing  the  public  safety 


of  spectators.  Referred  to  the  Police  Commis- 
sioners. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  suppose  we  are  all  well  aware 
that  the  Fire  Commissioners  have  no  authority  to 
visit  those  theatres,  and  the  proprietors  can  close 
their  doors  against  them.  There  will  probably  an 
order  come  in  next  Monday,  fixing  that  in  such  a 
way  so  that  they  can  go  in  after  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Police  Officers;  but  there  must  be  an  or- 
dinance passed,  so  that  the  Fire  Commissioners  can 
go  into  the  theatres  and  behind  the  scenes.  There 
will  be  no  earthly  use  in  passing  that  order. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Curtis,  the  order  was  laid 
on  the  (able. 

Report  inexpedient  to  remove  certain  trees  from 
yard  of  Dillaway  schoolhouse.  Accepted  in  con- 
currence. 

Order  to  provide  soup  for  the  worthy  poor  at  on 
expense  of  $2500.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  orders  for  transfers  from  the  reserved 
fund  of  $1000  to  the  Treasurer's  department,  and 
$1300  to  the  Collector's  department.  Passed  in  con- 
currence; veas,  11;  nays,  0. 

Order  requesting  the  removal  of  the  wooden  fence 
in  front  of  the  WinchPll  School  building,  and  the 
substitution  of  an  iron  fence  therefor.  Passed  in 
concurrence. 

Keport  in  favor  of  the  order  authorizing  the 
Mayor  to  order  City  Hall,  etc.,  closed  for  a  period 
not  exceeding  one  day  at  a  time,  when  be  deems  it 
expedient.  (City  Doc.  155.)  Order  passed  in  con- 
currence. 

Report  and  "An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance 
in  relation  to  buildings,"  requiring  the  City  Archi- 
tect to  devote  ail  his  time  to  his  office.  (Ctty  Doc. 
151.)    Ordinance  passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  in  favor  of  the  order  for  the  Mayor  to  peti- 
tion for  a  law  defining  the  method  of  resigning  the 
elective  or  other  public  offices.  (City  Doc.  153. ,  Or- 
der passed  in  concurrence. 

Report  and  "An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance 
in  relation  to  the  occupancy  of  streets  for  building 
purposes,"  and  "An  ordiuance  to  amend  the  ordi- 
nance in  relation  to  streets."  (City  Doc.  152.)  Ordi- 
nance passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  the  legislature  to  be  asked  to  change 
the  statutes  so  that  the  inspection  of  vinegar  shall 
rest  with  the  Board  of  Healtu.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

LOCATION   ACCEPTED. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  bouth 
Boston  Railroad  Company  accepting  their  32d  loca- 
tion granted  by  this  board.    Placed  on  file. 

PAY  OF  EAST  BOSTON  FERRY  EMPLOYEES. 

The  following  was  received : 

Office  of  the  Board  of  ) 

Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries,  [ 
December  16, 1881.     ) 
To  the  Hon.  Board  of  Aldermen. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  East  Boston  Ferries,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  majority  and  minority  re- 
ports of  the  City  Council  relative  to  the  pay  of  em- 
ployees, respectfully  report  that  the  question  of  sal- 
aries was  fully  considered  at  the  time  when  the  an- 
nual appropriation  was  made,  and  that  this  board 
has  considered  the  question  at  various  times  since 
that  time;  that  they  have  made  careful  inquiries  as 
to  the  salaries  paid  on  other  ferries  in  this  country 
and  in  other  places  where  men  are  employed  in  po- 
sitions similar  to  those  in  which  they  are  employed 
in  this  department,  and  believe  that  no  sufficient 
reason  exists  for  any  change  at  the  present  time. 
For  the  Board  of  Directors, 

H.  B.  Butler,  Clerk, 

Accepted.    Sent  down. 

sewer  assessments. 

Schedules  of  the  cos  t  of  constructing  sewers  were 
received  from  the  Superintendent  of  Sewers,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Hancock  street  and  private  Hnd $3,227  22 

Fairfield  street  and  land  of  B.&A.R.  R 17.291  06 

Pitts  street ,. 1,191  51 

Lamartine  and  Danforth  streets 1.685  34 

Washington  street  and  Greenwood  ave  ive 1,407  52 

Walnut  avenue 4,765  27 

Rutherford  avenue  and  Union  street 964  89 

Hartfoidstreet 4,898  65 

First  street,  (bet.  O.  &  P.) 635  86 

Blue  Hill  avenue  and  Mavwood  street 16,990  69 

Gold  street,  (bet.  C.  &  D.) 577  32 

Bremen  street 420  15 

Childs  street,  (W.  R.) 1,306  18 

Warren  street,  (lh>x.) 1,226  29 

Delle  avenue 1.783  37 

Menden  and  Walden  streets,  and  Heath  place. .  3306  67 
Virginia  avenue 4,196  32 

Severally  referred  to  Committee  on  Sewers. 
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THE  NEW  BBIDGE  TO  CHARLESTOWN. 

The  board  took  up  the  special  assignment,  viz.: 

Report  of  Committee  on  Fi'iance  with  two  orders 
for  loans — one  to  rebuild  and  widen  Warren  bridge 
at  a  cost  of  $400,000  (ameuded),  and  tbe  other  for 
construction  of  a  new  bridge  between  Charlestown 
and  Boston  at  a  cos.  of  S8ti6,000.    (City  Doc.  160.) 

Alderman  Caldwell — At  the  last  meeting  of  tbe 
board  several  members  expressed  a  desire  to  visit  the 
locality,  but  they  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  do 
so  on  account  of  their  arduous  labors  in  recounting 
votes.  I  n. mill  therefore  move  that  this  matter  lie 
upon  the  table  to  give  them  a  further  opportunity  to 
do  so. 

Alderman  Woolloy  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  presume  the  special  com- 
mittee on  the  new  bridge  to  Charlestown  desire  all 
the  light  possible  on  this  subject.  The  following 
communication  has  been  handed  to  me  by  Mr.  T. 
Larkin  Turner  with  a  request  tbnt  I  would  place  it 
before  the  board  and  ask  tbat  it  be  printed.  In 
reference  to  the  new  bridge  to  Charlestown  I  would 
ask  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  if  they  have 
made  provision  for  all  the  heavy  teaming  that  will 
come  over  the  double-deck  bridge?  If  in  their  ar- 
rangements for  a  double-deck  bridge  thev  have  con- 
sidered the  teaming  that  will  come  over  it? 

Alderman  Caldwell — The  committee  have  given 
that  subject  due  consideration,  and  believe  that  the 
lower  deck  of  this  double  bridge  would  accommo- 
date all  tbe  heavy  teaming,  and  that  all  the  light 
teaming  would  come  over  the  upper  deck. 

Alderman  O'Brien  —  There  is  another  po'nt  I 
would  like  to  ask  if  the  committee  considered :  For 
instance,  during  two  or  three  months,  particularly 
ut  tins  season  of  the  year,  the  heavy  teaming  will  be 
by  sleds.  All  the  expresses  from  Lynn  and  Salem 
aiid  tbe  surrounding  towns,  will  nearly  all  be  run  by 
sleds,  if  we  have  an  average  winter,  an<i  the  heavy 
teaming  will  be  on  runners.  How  could  these 
ruuners  be  used  on  the  lower  deck  of  tbe  bridge? 

Alderman  Caldwell — The  committee  have  consid- 
ered thiit  subject,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  the 
winter  season  there  is  snow  enough,  even  if  the 
hridge  were  perfectly  bare,  to  fill  the  roadway,  and 
it  would  be  a  good  place  to  put  some  of  the  snow 
taken  from  our  streets.  Tbat  could  be  kept  in  order 
by  the  Paving  Department.  I  do  not  think  there 
would  be  any  trouble  about  it.  That  suggestion  was 
made  in  the  committee.  The  lower  deck  would  ex- 
tend onjj  from  Causeway  street  to  Water  street, 
about  half  the  length  of  the  upper  deck.  If  the 
board  are  ready  to  discuss  the  question  I  will  with- 
draw tbe  motion. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  have  no  objection  to  its 
being  tabled  for  the  present.  My  object  iD  making 
the  inquiries  is  merely  to  give  the  people  of  Charles- 
town the  best  poesible  highway.  I  have  no  objection 
to  its  being  laid  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Caldwell — If  the  Alderman  opposite  has 
any  remarks  he  would  like  to  make  this  evening  I 
would  like  to  bear  them. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Nothing. 

Tbe  subject  was  laid  upon  the  table  until  the  next 
meeting. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  O'Brien  the  communica- 
tion of  Mr.  Turner  was  ordered  printed.  It  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

In  the  Matter  of  Roadway  Communication  with 
the  Charlestown  District: 

To  the  Honorable  the  Aldermen  and  the  City  Coun- 
cil of  the  City  ot  Boston.    Gentlemen, 

August  2M  last  we,  the  undersigned,  had  the 
honor  of  presenting  to  your  honorable  body  plans 
and  specification  of  an  alleged  better  method  of 
communication  with  the  Charlestown  District  than 
bad  been  in  contemplation,  in  the  matter  of  a  tun- 
nel uuder  Charles  river,  the  which  documents  were 
so  far  favorably  i  eceived  as  to  be  referred  to  the 
"Joint  Special'  Committee  on  the  New  Bridge 
to  Charlestown."  Your  humble  servant,  in 
the  assumption  of  the  rights  of  a  citizeu, 
did  in  those  papers  develop  his  ideas,  to 
which  In-  begs  to  refer,  and  not  without  ma- 
tun-  deliberation,  experience  and  knowledge  of 
this  all-important  subject,  did  he  presume  to  sacri- 
fice your  valuable  time.  He  asks  01  your  honorable 
body  for  this  hi-  bearing,  and  tbat  it  may  be  ordered 
to  be  printed;  tbat  tins  document  may  go  on  record 
as  the  01**  of  November  the  21st  ultimo, by  the  "New 
Charlestown  Bridge  Committee."  Not  that  we  ex- 
pect to  change  the  committee's  opinion  of  a  bridge 
to  connect  the  Charlestown  District,  as  it  is,  as  indi- 
cated in  its  title,  appointed  for  the  purpose  to  erect 
a  bridge:  but,  in  vindication  of  himself  and  bis  plans, 
and  to  reassert  that,  in  your  humble  servant's  opin- 
ion, a  tunnel  will   furnish  the  only  capacious,  con- 


venient and  economical  roadway  to  solve  the  diffi- 
culty to  our  ancient  vicinage.  With  regard  to  our 
plans  and  specifications  we  beg  to  represent, 
that  we  did  not  for  one  moment  suppose,  nor 
that  any  one  could  be  "crank"  enough  to  be- 
lieve of  our  plans  and  estimates,  casually  drawn 
and  computed,  simply  for  the  time  being,  to  illus- 
trate an  idea,  were  minute  enough  for  the  artisan  to 
commence  with  the  work  of  immediate  construction; 
or  that  we  expected  minute  criticism  to  that  effect 
on  such.  We  willed  plainly  to  show  what  we  have 
asserted,  and  from  which  we  have  had  no  reason  to 
recede,  the  entire  possibility  and  comparative  cheap- 
ness in  our  plans.  Without  asking,  we  were  notified 
to  a  hearing  on  our  proposed  tunnel  at  a  meeting  of 
the  committee  for  November  the  12th,  which  took 
place  at  that  time,  with  the  following  result,  and  we 
propose,  in  justice  to  ourself,  and  to  those  of  the 
public  who  have  an  inkling  as  we  do  towards  a  tun- 
nel under  Charles  river,  in  all  due  deference,  to 
make  answer,  and  as  follows,  to  the  committee's  re- 
port: 

It  says,  "The  principal  objections  to  Mr.  Turner's 
plan  appeared  to  the  committee  to  be  as  follows: 

First.  He  does  not  provide  for  a  tunnel  of  suffi- 
cient width  to  compensate  for  the  discontinuance  of 
the  present  bridges."  In  answer  we  say,  We  have 
provided  for  a  tunnel,  whollv  of  our  own  contriv- 
ance, the  foot  gallery  of  which  is  between  and  above 
the  two  entirely  separate  driveways,  a  great  con- 
venience in  double  and  brilliant  lighting,  &c,  for 
foot  passengers;  and,  although  not  agreeing  with  the 
conmiittee  in  its  peculiar  views  of  comparing  its 
bridge  with  our  tunnel,  yet  it  would  easily  be  seen 
that  for  comparatively  small  extra  expense,  consid- 
ering its  object's  magnitude,  without  the  slightest 
interference  with  its  symmetry  or  general  plan,  and 
could  be  readily  enlarged  to  any  reasonable  ex- 
tent; and  this  we  stated  to  the  members  of  the 
committee,  which  they,  in  their  repoit,  have 
entirely  omitted  to  mention.  We  do  not  be- 
lieve that  a  continuous  highway,  where  the  travel  is 
all  in  one  directioo,  as  through  a  tunnel  represented 
by  us,  will  require  the  immense  width  claimed  by  the 
committee,  and  represented  by  them  as  necessary  for 
a  bridge,  where  the  travel  is  going  in  opposite  direc- 
tions on  the  same  plane,  in  and  out,  backward  and 
forward,  one  constant  confusion  of  ;i  crowding  mass 
of  humanity,  rushing,  wrangling  and  cursing,  impa- 
tient for  a  first  or  no  place,  an  apt  location  for  the 
close  heed  of  an  humauistic  society  for  its  practice 
for  the  prevention  of  cruelty  to  animals  and  man, 
while  waiting  for  the  "off  and  on"  of  the  bridge 
draw.  In  fast,  the  sum  of  this  first  objection  is  that 
it  ainouuts  to  nothing,  inasmuch  as  our  section  of 
plan  showed  in  itself  its  feasibility  of  widening. 

The  next  of  "the  principal  objections"  was, 
"second,  the  grades  of  the  approaches,  as  planned 
by  Mr.  Turner  are  very  objectionable.  They  amount 
to  C  feet  in  a  100."  For  heavily  loaded  teams  they 
should  not  be,  as  they  state,  over  half  that  grade. 
Here  we  showed  the  committee  where,  in  our  plans, 
we  could  materially  reduce  this  grade  of  6  feet,  if  it 
were  necessary,  without  any  appreciable  change  of 
plan  or  estimate.  And,  as  it  would  be  necessary  to 
maintain  steam  engines  in  the  accumulation  of  elec- 
tricity for  the  illumination  of  work  as  of  day,  at  the 
ascending  approaches,  or  rather  debouches,— and  it 
is  uothiug  visionary,  either, — our  proposition  is,  and 
we  represented  it  to  the  committee,  that,  as  in  the 
streets  of  other  cities  of  the  Union  as  a  fixture,  we 
should  have,  run  by  these  steam  works,  a  universal 
chai",or  other  cable,  to  attach  to,  and  to  assist, 
to  any  extent,  on  the  up  grades,  the  heavily 
loaded  teams  so  much  complained  of.  And 
the  answer  to  this  "second  objection"  results  in 
this,  that  our  grade  can  be  readily  reduced,  and  tbat 
the  heavy  teams  are  to  be  assisted  on  heavy  up  grades 
by  steam,  the  both  of  which,  cogently  represented 
to  the  committee,  have  not  received  tbe  least  men- 
tion in  the  report. 

And  now  they  rush  up  a  perfect  avalanche  of 
sweeper  in  its  number  "three."  So,  therefore,  as 
there  indicated,  any  party  who  may  come  forward 
with  a  prospective  plan  for  the  alleviation  of  this 
difficulty  of  communication  with  the  Charles- 
town District,  must  be  stove  off  and  the  public  mys- 
tified thereon,  by  an  angular  assertion  that  he  "has 
apparently  very  crude  ideas  ot  the  cost  of  tunnel 
work,  and  his  plan  was  evidently  made  without  a 
proper  knowledge  of  the  ground."  Now,  the  "evident- 
iu"  is,  in  our  estimation,  most  decidedly  misapplied, 
and  the  "apparently"  touching  the  most  prominent 
partofjthe  whole  affair  as  relates  to  price, with  a  deal 
of  care.  And.  if  there  be  anything  we  are  conversant 
with,  it  is  "the  ground  ."  It  is  the  very  ground  on 
which  we  were  born;  and  here  it  was,  concerning 
the  ground,  we  are  proud  to  say,  we  received  our 
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first  aud  our  continued  instruction.  We  were  with 
Col.  Loamwi  Baldwin  during  tlie  water  question  and 
the  various  surveys,  aud  those  of  the  Charles  river 
and  harbor;  aud  we  think  we  do,  or  should,  know 
something  about  tne  small  spot  of  Charles  river  suffi- 
cient tor  a  desired  tunnel.  It  is  true,  we  personally 
never  dug  ina  tunnel;  but  we  know  of  their  theories 
and  have  studied  their  progress.  It  strikes  your 
humble  servant  that,  with  a  little  effort,  a  man  with 
a  small  amount  of  hea'i-hamper  need  uot  be 
much  at  fault  about  "tne  cost  of  tunnel 
work,"  or  "n  proper  knowledge  ot  the  ground." 
Such  small  notious  of  engineering  need  be  confined 
to  a  small  nutshell.  Besides  there  is  drawn  into 
this  mental  insufficiency  a  tunnel  of  Mr.  Herschel, 
and  one  approved  of  by  the  Harbor  Commission  of 
1872.  But  we  cannot  conceive  what  this  nas  to  do 
with  our  underground  passageway,  subserving,  as 
bis  conception  undoubtedly  did,  some  peculiar  pur- 
pose ot  that  Harbor  Commission,  no  doubt  com- 
prised of  as  competent  individuals  as  civil  engineers, 
and  as  capable  ot  judging  of  their  o  wn  requirements 
as  the  Bridge  Committee,  particularly  so  as  the  chair- 
man of  the  latter  assured  ourself,  that  tie  himself 
knew  nothing  of  engineering.  It  is  not  the  sort  of 
tunnel  for  our  purpose;  it  is  in  no  respect  like  it; 
and  in  no  way  can  be  assured  of  such,  except  that  both 
bear  the  same  generic  title  of  tunnel ;  and,  to  appear- 
ance, seems  only  to  have  been  lugged  into  the  report  as 
"guy."  Mr.  Herschel's  tunnel  was  to  have  been  4466 
feet  in  length  (ours  to  be  scarce  one-half  of  it), 
wioh  two  drive-ways  (.no  separate  foot-way;,  each  11 
feet  wide  aud  13  feet  higb,— why,  no  more  like  our 
tunnel  than,  as  Hamlet  says  to  his  father,  "Hyperion 
to  a  satyr," — and  this  is  doubled  up  mod  called  an 
estimate — 2,979,418  dollars  the  sum  total!  And,  on 
the  strength  of  such  detail  as  this  is  deduced  from 
Mr.  Herschel's  honest,  and,  no  doubt,  correct  figures, 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Harbor  Commissioners,  the 
Bridge  Committee,  in  comparing  his  w.th  our  esti- 
mate, assert  that  "it  is  clear  one  of  the  estimates 
must  be  very  incorrect."  Bah!  we  throw  such  base 
reasoning  into  their  teeth.  Did  we  not  know  the 
committee  to  be  composed  of  honorable  men,  we 
should  think  they  had  some  sinister  design  to  belittle 
outsell'  and  our  most  innocent  effort.  Our  estimate, 
in  round  numbers,  was  for  1,500,000  dollars,  and  we 
are  not  willing  to  recede  from  these  figures  unless 
another  organization — perhaps  termed  the  "Charles- 
town  Tunnel  Committee" — be  assigned,  in  fairness 
to  search  after  tne  oest  method  of  communication, 
to  be  selected  from  all  plans  proposed,— by  them- 
selves or  others,— better  able  to  oversight  seeming 
prejudice  against  this,  now  most  popular,  but,  with 
the  committee,  a  most  abused  inter-communication — 
the  tunnel.  Let  it  he  kaowuthat  your  pronounced 
ignorant  fellow-citizen  has  so  far  kept  pace  with  the 
time,  he  somewhat  knows  the  expense  of  building  of 
tunnels,  and  their  driving  and  construction  through 
the  use  of  new  facilities.  Engendered  by  their  in- 
creasing necessity,  aud  the  common  practice  and 
dexterity  in  the  present  usage  of  machinery  is  so 
much  greater  than  formerly,  and  doubtless  our  Chief 
Engineer  knows  that,  though  the  committee's  report 
represents  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Herschel  of  ten  years 
ago  as  a  guarantee  for  the  expense  of  now.  It  ap- 
pears as  though  some  one  besides  your  humble 
servant  was  beset  with  the  uufortuuate  incubus  of 
ignorance  of  the  subject.  It  may  be  necessary,  as 
with  the  Hoosac  Tunnel,  where  ttietwo  Irish  experts, 
the  Hanlon  brothers,  were  induced  to  do  its  noish- 
ing,  its  completion,  that  they  may  be  brought  here  to 
devise  a  tunnel  to  connect  the  Charlesto*vn  District 
with  Boston  proper.  At  least  let  us,  in  makiug 
the  plans  and  estimates,  not  have  ignorance  of  the 
subject,  on  toe  part  of  an  honest  and  euquiring  citi- 
zen, brought  in  to  misdirect  the  minds  of  au  anxious- 
ly expectant  public. 

The  committee  makes  us  another  paragraph;  but, 
as  this  is  not  numbered,  it.  may  be  called  miscella- 
neous. We  pass  over  the  assertions  in  their  com- 
parison of  bridges  with  tunnels,  arriving  at  the  sage 
conclusion,  that  "there  are  many  objections  to  the 
use  of  tunnels  which  could  be  raised  if  it  were  nec- 
essary." It  is  due  to  the  committee  that  it  should 
have  had  the  benefit,  in  detail,  of  this  its  wholesale 
assertion.  To  have  supported  its  cause,  it  seems  it 
should  have  brought  forth  all  quibbles  possible, 
which,  considering  tue  emergency,  might  be  neces- 
sary. 

It  next  says,  "wherever  they  have  been  tried  they 
have  failed  to  give  satisfaction.  This  is  nbtably  the 
case  with  the  Thames  and  those  in  Chicago.  Their 
darkness,  dampness,  want  of  ventilation,  and  the 
sense  of  insecurity  which,  however,  ill  founded  [an 
honest  confession,  truly]  is  inseparable  to  the  pub- 
lic." "With  regard  to  the  assertion  here  conveyed, 
that,  "wherever  they  have  been  tried  they  have  failed 


to  give  satisfaction,"  it  is  an  immense  mistake,  to 
speak  of  it  m  no  worse  term.  With  regard  to  tue 
Chicago  tunnels,  though  perhaps  they  were  not  con- 
structed with  the  eare  they  should  have  been,  yet  we 
do  know  they  are  in  constant  use;  and,  as  designed, 
subserve  a  very  useful  purpose,  as  many  a  man  vou 
may  meet  on  the  street,  and  not  an  engineer,  can  in- 
form you,  so  common  is  the  knowledge  in  that  direc- 
tion. And  as  relates  to  </<eTi,aiues  tunnel,  you  name 
it  in  the  singular  number,  implying  that  there  is  but 
one  at  London,  under  the  Thames."  Here,  again,  you 
are  mistaken;  for  London  has  rejoiced  in  as  many  as 
THREE  tunnels  under  the  Thames.  The  earliest, 
of  1804,  by  the  "Thames  Archway  Company,"  called 
the  "Kotherhithe  Driftway,"  to  extend  from 
Rotherkithe  to  Limehouse,  was  never  car- 
ried to  entire  completion;  but  served  as  a 
stimulus  to  the  construction  of  the  magnificent  work 
engineered  by  tne  elder  Brunei.  Throughout  its 
whole  extent  it  is  a  square  mass  (37  by  22  feet)  of 
brick  and  cement,  pierced  with  its  two  symmetrica! 
tunnels ;  and  it  was  paid  for  by  the  government  at 
the  immense  cost  of  upwards  of  two  and  a  quarter  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  It  was  opened  to  passengers,  the 
only  purpose  for  which  it  was  ever  intended,  in  1843. 
It  ever  has  been,  and  will  be,  seemingly  to  the  end 
of  time,  a  standing  refutation  of  the  falsity  of  the 
utterance,  that  it  is  "notably  the  case"  it  is  aark, 
damp,  wanting  in  ventilation,  and  with  a  sense  of 
insecurity  "inseparable  from  their  use."  "Wby, 
how  talse  !  We  will  turn  the  committee  and  their 
henchmen  over  to  Tallis  and  his  "Illustrated 
London,"  where,  in  speaking  of  the  Tnames 
Tunnel,  it  says,  "  The  length  is  1300  feet; 
it  is  brilliantly  lighted,  and  contains  numer- 
ous shops  for  the  sale  of  refreshments  and  fancy 
articles.  It  is  descended  and  ascended  at  each  end 
by  large  circular  stairs  of  100  steps  each,  and  foot 
passengers  using  this  subterranean  thoroughfare  pay 
individually  a  toll  of  one  penny."  So  much  for  an 
implied  terror  to  the  world's  public!  In  utter  con- 
trast to  the  magnificent  tunnel  ot  Brunei  is  the  no 
less  remarkable  "tube  or  subway"  of  Barlow,  ex- 
tending from  Tower  Hill  to  Tooley  street.  Its  entire 
cost  is  said  to  have  been  only  $80,000.  It  is  about 
1320  feet  in  length,  and  cased  in  cast-iron.  This  is 
cut  through  clay,  whicfi  is  one  of  the  elements  of  its 
cheapness.  It  is  entirely  a  business  tunnel,  or 
"tube,"  for  quick  transit";  entered  by  an  elevator, 
or  a  "litt,"  as  the  English  term  it;  and  one  is  pro- 
pelled through  it  in  a  car,  by  machinery  of  peculiar 
construction,  driven  by  steam. 

Tunnels  are  fast  becoming  a  public  necessity.  Van 
Nostrand's  Magazine,  speaking  of  tunnels,  aptly  and 
truly  says,  "A  puolic  want  where  navigation  claims 
the  stream  in  crowded  localities."  See  the  immense 
tunnelling  now  done,  and  being  done,  throughout 
the  Britisb  Empire!  See  tue  vast  undertaking,— 
vast  a  few  years  ago,  but  as  nothing  now — the  tunnel- 
ling under  the  British  channel,  and  proceeding  to 
completion  at  no  snail  pace!  See  the  Mount  Cenis, 
with  its  perforation  of  734  miles;  not  content  witu 
that  immense  boring  of  «he  Alps,  they  must  try  again 
at  the  St.  Grotnard,  with  its  9y2  miles;  and  it  is  out 
recently  we  are  assured  the  Spaniards  are  to  pierce 
the  Pyrenees,  to  convene  them  in  passage  from  Ma- 
drid to  Paris,  as  a  late  tourist  says,  "will  be  accom- 
plished witb  greater  care  and  economy"!  But  to  return 
nearer  home:  We  have  our  Hoosac  funnel,  agreit 
work  we  are  sure  of,  with  its  conveyance  of  near  660 
railroad  cars  per  day,  a  public  need;  and,  if  it  cost 
much  more  than  it  should,  it  is,  like  all  tunnels,  a 
work  for  all  time.  It  is  even  talked  of  to  tunnel  tue 
river  St.  Lawrence,  and  a  part  of  the  money  is 
already  in  hand  for  its  accomplishment.  There  is 
the  difficult  undertaking, —an  honor  to  the  liberal 
company  that  has  it  charge,  and  that  lias  its  10,000,000 
dollars  at  stake,— the  .Hudson  River  Tunnel  that, 
in  consequence  of  unparalleled  bad  silt  soil  to  worrv 
through,  has  met  with  great  hindrance,  but  is  delv- 
ing on  to  a  successful  finishing.  And  then  again, 
it  is  iu  contemplation,  as  a  necessity,  the 
tunnelling  of  Broadway  iu  the  city  of"  New 
York  for  the  free  and  safe  transit  of  its 
fast-accumulating  population.  Yet,  with  all 
tne  array  of  absolute  necessities,  tunnels  are  ad- 
judged by  the  Charlestown  New  Bridge  Committee 
and  their  henchmen,  as  "objectionable  to  the  pub- 
lic," and  through  its  flimsy  reasoning  in  face  and 
eyes  too  of  the  large  number  of  positive  facts,  the 
world  over  to  the  contrary.  And,  as  a  final  sum- 
moiiing-up  of  the  committee's  report,  it  is  "of  the 
opinion  that  no  farther  action  is  necessery  on  Mr. 
Turner's  communication;''  therefore,  we,  and  all  of 
us  by  its  edict,  are  to  consider  our  project  of  a  puo- 
lic highway  through  a  tunnel  under  Charles  river, 
for  all  time,  as  adjudged  by  it,  a-  dead  and  buried. 

And,  finally,  hereby  do   we  wish  to  represent   to 
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your  honorable  body,  that  we  and  our  friends, 
citizens  of  this  fnvored  municipal  ty,  have,  by 
a  seemingly  hurried  reviewing  of  our  ideas 
on  the  tunnel  question,  or  an  ignorance  of  this 
immediate  blanch  of  the  subject  at  issue,  or  an  un- 
due prejudice  in  favor  of  bridges,  been  misrepre- 
sented in  onr-elf  and  our  labors  by  the  Bridge  Com- 
mittee; and  we  ask  in  consequence  this  privilege, 
in  this  wise,  and  by  this  communication  going  on  Sie 
record,  thereby,  thus  far,  to  right  ourselves  before 
your  honorable  body  and  the  public  at  large,  and  to 
be  thus  far  rid  of  the  gross  imputation  that  our 
object  in  objectionable,  and  that  we  are  ignorant  of 
the  locality  and  the  subject  thereof. 
Most  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Larkin  Turner. 

Boston,  Dee.  17,  1881,   ) 
3  Ashburton  place.      J 

On  motion  ot  Alderman  O'Brien  the  board  took 
from  the  tUde  the  order  for  the  Mayor  to  apply  to 
the  legislature  for  an  act  <:o  confer  upon  the  City  all 
the  Commonwealth's  right  and  title  in  the  Charles 
river  and  Warren  bridses,  with  authority  to  discon- 
tinue either  or  both  of  said  bridges. 

Alderman  O'Brien— It  appears  to  me  that  there  is 
a  question  which  ought  to  ie  settled  before  we  pass 
the  orders  for  a  new  bridge  to  Cbarlestowr. ,  and  be- 
fore we  undertake  to  build  a  new  bridge  we  ought  to 
have  authority  to  discontinue  one  of  the  old  bridges. 
I  don't  believe  that  many  would  he  found  to  vots  for 
a  new  bridge  to  Charlestown.and  make  an  additional 
block  in  the  harbor,  unless  we  had  power  to  dts 
pense  with  one  of  the  other  bridges.  It  appeals 
to  me  that  it  will  facilitate  business  if  we  pass  this 
order  and  have  it  promptly  acteo  upon  by  the  legis- 
lature. 

Alderman  Caldwell— I  hope  that  order  will  be 
acted  upon.  My  object  in  ottering  it  was  to  have  the 
whole  suaject  open. 

Alderman  Curtis— This  is  the  very  point  I  made 
some  two  or  three  weeks  ago:  that  iu  my  opinion  it 
is  very  doubtful  whether  you  can  pass  any  such 
thing  as  an  order  for  a  i  ew  bridge  to  Chariest-,  wn 
through  this  board  unless  there  is  authority  to  dis- 
continue one  of  the  present  bridges.  My  opinion  is 
still  the  same  that  it  was  then,  that  we  should  have 
that  power  from  the  legislature  before  we  act  upon 
this  dout  le-<leck  bridge.  For  one,  I  think  it  would 
be  proper  to  have  the  order  in  relation  to  the  doable- 
deck  bridge  go  over  to  the  next  City  Government, 
so  that  we  can  first  hear  from  the  legislature 
on  this  matter.  To  my  mind  this  bridee  is  a 
very  grave  matter.  We  all  know  that  the  Fitchburg 
Railroad  are  running  their  cars  down  there,  on  their 
track  just  beyond  the  channel,  and  it  is  almost  im- 
possible for  people  doing  heavy  teaming  to  go  be- 
tween Cbarlestown  and  Boston  proper  without  be- 
ing delayed  there  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  It  this 
continues,  with  the  great  business  now  coming  into 
Boston  over  the  Fitchburg  anri  Eastern  Railroads,  it 
will  be  almost  an  impossibility,  some  days,  to  get 
over  those  bridges.  Now  unless  we  do  have  the 
power  to  do  away  with  one  of  those  bridges,  it  will 
be  no  use  to  build  this  new  bridge  t iat  we  are  talk- 
ing about,  and  therefore  I  think  this  order  should 
go  over  to  the  next  City  Government  until  we  get  an 
act  from  the  next  legislature.  Now  in  relation  to 
the  snow.  I  would  say  to  the  Alderman,  give  us  any- 
thing to  travel  on  after  the  snow  has  been  taken  off 
^Varren  bridge;  I  don't  care  wnat  you  give  us 
sir,  to  r-n  the  sleds  on,  but  give  us  anything 
except  Warren  bridge.  It  is  almost  impossible, 
after  the  railroads  have  thrown  up  their  snow,  to  go 
over  there  with  a  sled,  and  many  horses  are  injured 
by  doing  so.  Now  you  can  draw  your  horses  over 
an  elevated  bridge  much  better  than  over  Warren 
bridge,  and  it  could  be  kept  in  repair  much  more 
easily.  Take  Warren  bridge  to-day.  and  let  the 
bone  railroad  throw  their  snow  off  it,  and  let  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets  ta.ee  it  oft,  and  it  is  al- 
most impossible  to  run  a  sled  over  there. 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  would  ask  the  Alderman 
what  would  be  the  result  if  a  100  foot  bridge  was 
hui't  there  outside  of  the  elevated  bridge?  That  is, 
instead  of  an  elevated  bridge,  suppose  we  build  a 
highway  100  feet  wide? 

Alderman  Curtis—  We  meet  the  same  objection  we 
are  talking  about.  My  object  is  to  go  over  the  Fitch- 
burg Railroad,  and  avoid  the  delay  and  danger  in 
teaming.  Everybody  who  uses  teams  knows  very 
well  that  when  the  flag  goes  up  the  travelling  public 
mu-t -top,  and  if  they  have  a  long  train,  vou  must 
wait  some  tune.  That  is  where  the  trouble  comes. 
It  don't  make  any  difference  whether  vou  make  the 
bridge  100  or  1000  feet  wide.  My  object  is  to  have 
(be  bridge  go  over  the  Fitchburg  Railroad,  and  get 
rid  of   the  delay  and  danger,  and  help  the  people  of 


Chariest  own,  so  that  they  can  go  to  and  from  Boston 
without  this  delay  and  danger  to  life.  An  elevated 
bridge  80  feet  wide  will  give  two  lines  of  passageway 
for  teams  on  each  side,  besides  the  horse  railroad 
track,  and  you  cannot  get  a  blockade  there,  because 
you  have  no  cars  on  the  other  side  to  delay  you,  and 
vou  get  rid  of  tbe  danger  of  crossing  the  Fitchburg 
Railroad  track. 

Alderman  Mersey — I  do  not  understand  that  the 
bridge  is  under  discussion  now,  but  the  application 
to  the  legislature.  I  would  like  to  say,  however,  to 
the  Alderman  who  raised  the  objection  about  the 
snow  in  sleighing  time,  that  the  lower  bridge  extends 
each  side  of  the  principal  structure,  so  that  the  snow 
will  lie  there  as  readily  as  it  will  on  the  upper  deck. 
L  Tbe  order  was  passed.    Sent  down. 

;  ABOLITION  OF  COMMISSIONS. 

The  board  next  took  up  the  special  assignment, 
viz.: 

Report  of  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Commis- 
sions.   (City  Doc.  146.) 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  presume,  at  this  late  time  of 
the  year,  that  a  document  changing  in  many  re- 
spects the  features  of  our  City  Government  is  a  sub- 
ject for  serious  consideration.  I  have  no  doubt  it 
will  require  a  long  debate,  and  many  evenings  will 
De  spent  in  discussion  before  such  a  question  can  be 
considered  fully  by  both  branches  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil. I  certainly  object  to  some  of  the  criticisms  of 
the  press,  that  the  system  which  the  committee  re- 
commend is  a  pernicious  one,  and  that  it  is  going 
back  fifty  years.  If  tbe  recommendations  of  the 
committee  are  pernicious,  the  City  Governuieut  of 
Boston  to-day  is  a  pernicious  one,  because  the  prin- 
cipal departments  of  our  City  Government  to-da;  are 
conducted  precisely  as  we  recommend  in  the  report 
of  the  committee.  I  believe  that  instead  ot  going 
back  fifty  years,  it  is  making  an  advance  of 
fifty  j  ears,  because  almost  every  city  jn  the 
country  that  went  into  the  commission  busi- 
ness years  ago,  is  gradually  falling  out  of  it,  and  we 
tound  that  the  very  men  who  were  foremost  in  for- 
cing commissions  on  our  city  government  would  now 
like  to  modify  and  alter  them  to  some  extent.  In 
the  evidence  we  had  before  the  committee,  the  father 
of  commissions  expressly  stated  that  he  believed  a 
one-headed  commission  would  be  better  than  a  tbree- 
headed  commission.  For  instance,  take  our  depart- 
ment of  streets,  there  you  have  a  one-headed  com- 
mission. Now,  I  pretend  to  say  that  there  is  no  de- 
partment that  is  better  conducted  than  our  depart- 
ment of  streets.  It  is  well  organized.  Of  course, 
once  in  awhile  we  will  find  fault  with  tne  manner  in 
which  tbe  labor  is  employed  in  that  department. 
There  are  little  abuses  that  will  creep  in,  and  that 
need  to  be  corrected,  and  the  way  to  do  so  is  to  hold 
the  department  up  to  public  censure  ana  notice*  as 
has  been  done.  But  the  department  is  well  con- 
duct! o.  The  head  of  the  department  was  before  the 
Committee  on  Commissions,  and  he  was  asked; 

"This  committee  is  considering  the  question  of 
double-headed  and  single-headed  commissions.  Do 
you  think  your  depaitment  could  be  run  better  if 
there  were  three  heads  to  it? 

"A. — No, Sir,  I  do  not." 

That  is  a  very  emphatic  answer.    [Reading.] 

"Q.— Will  you  give  us  a  little  insight  into  the  way 
your  department  is  run? 

"A.— In  regard  to  its  organization? 

"Q. — Yes,  sir.  That  is,  you  have  a  large  depart- 
ment expeaiding  a  million  dollars  every  year.  I  have 
no  doubt  you  can  give  the  committee  some  insight 
into  how  this  money  is  systematically  expended  and 
the  work  performed. 

"A. — Well,  sir,  the  city  is  divided  into  eleven  sec- 
tions, in  each  of  which  I  have  a  foreman,  and 
under  him  are  sub-foremen,  mechanics,  and  la- 
oorers.  Those  foremen  act  under  my  direction. 
The  foreman  haB  a  written  order  for  everything 
he  does  except  an  ordinary  repair  that  be  sees 
himself.  When  any  work  is  to  be  done  1  send  a 
written  order  to  the  foremen  to  do  that  work,  or 
else  meet  him  on  the  ground  and  give  him  directions 
in  regard  to  it. 

'■Q.— You  have  it  systematized  all  over  the  city"? 

"A. — Yes,  sir. 

"Q— And  t'.ey  are  all  in  communication  with  you, 
and  you  run  the  entire  department  under  a  certain 
sy stein? 

"A. — Yes,  sir." 

That  is  precisely  what  the  committee  have  recom- 
mended for  the  other  departments  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment. In  relation  to  the  Fire,  Health,  Streets, 
Police  and  other  Commissions  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment, they  recommend  that  there  shall  he  one 
paid  commissioner,  who  will  act  as  Mr.  Harris  does 
at  the  head  of  the  Raving  Department,  and  tliat  he 
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shall  be  assisted  in  the  management  of  the  depart- 
ment by  repre^entatives  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
and  Common  Council,  just  as  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men are  now  represented  in  the  Paving  Department 
by  three  Aldermen,  who  advise  au.l  direct  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Streets.  I  believe  that  system  is 
perfect,  and  I  do  not  tee  why  the  system  recom- 
mended by  the  committee  is  not  just  as  perfect. 
Sou  taue  the  other  dcpartineLts  of  the  City  Govern- 
ment that  are  under  a  single  head.  For  instance,  take 
the  department  of  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings, a  very  important  department;  it  is  run  by  a 
single  head,  and  he  has  numerous  assistants  whom  he 
directs  and  controls.  No  one  has  ever  found  any 
fault  with  him.  He  has  a  committee  of  the  City 
Government  in  connection  with  the  department,  but 
whoever  heard  that  the  present  or  any  other  com- 
mittee connected  with  thaf  department  ever  allowed 
it  to  run  into  abuses?  Ycu  take  the  Lamp  Depart- 
ment: I  wUl  guarantee  to  say  that  there  isn't  a  mure 
perfect  department  in  the  whole  country;  it  is  run 
by  a  single  head  under  tne  advice  and  direction  of 
three  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen;  there 
cannot  be  a  single  department  in  any  city  more 
systematically  and  economically  conducted  than 
the  Lamp  Department  of  the  City  of  Boston 
under  a  single  head.  That  is  precisely  what 
we  recommend  in  relation  to  the  other  departments 
now  run  and  regulated  by  commissions.  You  take 
the  Paving  Department,  for  instance:  We  vote  them 
an  appropriation  every  year  of  a  million  dollars, 
more  or  less,  but  before  they  expend  any  amount  of 
that  money  they  come  to  us  and  say  precisely  for 
what  and  how  they  intend  to  expend"  it.  Every  Al- 
derman has  the  right  to  stand  up  and  object  to  the 
expenditure  if  he  deems  it  unnecessary.  But  in  the 
departments  run  by  commissions  it  is  the  reverse. 
We  vote  them  the  money,  and  they  expend  it  with- 
out consulting  anybody;  without  the  City  Govern- 
ment knowing  how  or  lor  what  they  expend  it.  I 
must,  however,  bear  testimony  to  the  commissions 
that  now  exist  in  our  City  Government.  I  believe 
as  a  general  thing  they  have  been  very  faithfully  con- 
ducted. We  could  find  no  particular  flaw,  as  to 
the  integrity  or  honesty  with  which  these  commis- 
sions were  conducted.  I  believed  when  the 
committee  was  appointed,  and  I  believe  now,  that 
the  Water  Board  have  been  rather  behind  the  times. 
But  now  there  is  a  new  spirit  infused  into  that  board. 
They  are  all  activity,  and  I  believe  that  activity  has 
been  brought  about  by  the  wholesome  criticisms  of 
the  City  Counci'  and  the  public  press.  But,  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  have  no  intention  to  discuss  this  matter 
at  any  length,  and  would  not  have  said  so  much  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  criticisms  of  the  press  in  rela- 
tion to  the  report  of  your  committee.  I  suppose  the 
"best  disposition  we  can  make  of  the  report  will  be  to 
refer  the  matter  to  the  next  City  Government. 

Alderman  Curtis— Do  you  make  that  motion? 

Alderman  O'Brien— I  leave  that  to  you,  if  \ou  de- 
sire. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  do  rot  intend  to  take  up  these 
commissions  separately;  neither  do  I  intend  to  go 
into  a  very  elaborate  argument  upon  them,  for  I  am 
well  aware  that  ail  I  coulj  do  for  the  next  two  meet- 
ings we  could  have  here  would  be  of  no  avail,  so  far 
as  passing  the  orders  recommended  by  the  cowmitt-e 
are  concerned.  The  committee  labored  very  hard 
during  the  summer  to  get  at  the  facts  and  presen. 
them  to  this  board,  and  to  see  whether  or  no  there 
could  be  any  better  system  of  government  for  these 
departments  than  the  present  one  by  commissions 
We  found  on  examination,  by  calling  the  commis- 
sioners before  us,  that  there  wa?  a  difference  of 
opinion  even  in  the  commissions,  which  they  brought 
forward  amongst  themselves.  We  also  found 
by  summoning"  the  heads  of  departments  and 
some  of  the  old  stand bys  on  the  commissions, 
that  they  varied  also ;  so  there  was  a  gen- 
eral difference  of  opinion.  But  wheu  we  cjine  to 
bring  in  the  outside  element,  which  was  formerly  in 
power,  they  agreed  almost  to  a  man  that  the  dav  of 
commissions  had  gone  by;  that  when  they  were  ap- 
pointed there  was  a  necessity  for  those  commissions, 
but  now  things  have  changed.  For  instance,  in  the 
reorganization  ol  the  Police  Department  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  have  more  than  one  man.  It  has  been  re- 
organized, and  it  has  been  well  done.  We  speak  well 
of  a  bridge  that  carries  us  safely  over,  and  we  say 
the  Police  Department  has  been  well  organized.  But 
the  question  now  comes  up  whether  it  is  necessary  to 
have  those  three  commissioners.  In  examining  the 
commissioners,  one  of  them  was  asked  if  he  thought 
that  one  man  could  run  the  Police  Department 
at  the  present  time,  and  he  made  answer  that 
he  thought  he  could,  and  it  would  be  run  as  well 
as  at  the  present  day.  Now  one  great  objection  I 
have  to  these  commissions  is  that  which  my  brother 


Alderman  has  stated,  and  I  will  merely  men- 
tion it  now.  After  you  have  appropriated  tht  moLey 
for  their  use,  they  can  then  turn  their  backs  on  you 
andsay  get  thee  behind  me;  I  have  tne  money  and  I 
will  do  as  I  please.  Now  I  contend  that  the  Citj  of 
Boston  can  be  better  managed  under  ordinances 
than  under  statutes  and  ordinances  both  together. 
We  should  be  all  under  one  or  the  other.  We 
should  be  U"der  either  statutes  or  ordinances,  ami  not 
under  both.  Then  we  had  the  commissioners  of 
another  department  before  us.  When  the  chair- 
man asked  how  they  managed  their  business,  the 
chairman  of  the  commission  said,  I  take  such  a  part, 
and  he  went  on  to  explain  what  his  part  was.  Tnen 
we  took  another  one,  and  he  went  on  to  explain 
what  his  part  was.  Then  we  took  the  third  one, 
and  he  went  on  to  explain  what  his  part  was. 
One  gentleman  said  that  in  his  department  he  took 
the  law  and  goes  and  tries  cases,  makes  out  the  wriis, 
&c.  Well,  he  made  a  very  elaborate  speech,  and 
you  would  have  thought,  certainiy,  there  was  some- 
thing of  great  importance,  and  nobody  else  could  do 
it  bat  him,  and  I  presume  they  could  not  quite  as 
well,  in  his  estimation.  When  he  finally  got  through, 
one  of  the  committee  asKed  him  the  question:  Don't 
we  employ  a  City  Solicitor  to  uo  that  very  business? 
Well,  t  don't  think  he  had  any  boots,  because  if  he 
had  he  would  have  gone  clear  into  them,  for  how  to 
get  out  of  that  question  I  don't  think  the  man  knew. 
But  finally  he  said  we  did,  but  he  preferred  to  do 
it,  because  it  took  the  City  Solicitor  so  long.  So 
you  see  there  is  a  man  no  more  needed  than 
he  fifth  wheel  to  the  coach  is  needed.  Now, 
how  easy  it  is  when  a  man  gets  hold  of  the 
city  crib  and  draws  three  thousand  dollars  a 
year  out  of  it,  to  say,  Oh,  you  let  me  alone ;  how  dare 
you  get  up  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  say  one 
word  against  my  drawing  three  thousand  dollais  out 
of  the  City  Treasury  tor  doing  nothing.  Well,  it  is 
dangerous  for  an  Alderman  to  get  up  here  and  speak 
his  own  mind,  Mi1  Chairman.  You  can  see  that, 
can't  you?  But  so  long  as  the  sun  rises  and  sets,  uo 
man  will  buy  iny  vote,  nor  stop  my  voice  from  giving 
my  opinion.  Well,  sir,  now  we  speak  about  those 
three-headed  departments,  and  the  single-headed  de- 
partments. As  the  Alderman  ou  my  left  has  well 
said,  you  have  no  department  to-day  that  is  so  well 
run  as  your  single-headed  departments  in  City  Hall. 
In  the  time,  sir,  of  the  great  hre.  I  will  ad- 
mit there  was  a  necessity  for  three  commis- 
sioners to  lay  out,  widen  and  extend  streets, 
and  fix  damages,  &c.  But,  sir,  their  day 
has  passed,  and  in  my  opinion  there  is  no 
necessity  for  the  Street  Commissioners  in  City  hall. 
It  doesn't  cost  much,  to  be  sure — only  nine  thousand 
dollars.  But,  sir,  it  that  nine  thousand  dollars  could 
be  saved  just  as  well  as  to  pay;  it  out,  1  hold  it  is  the 
duty  of  this  board  to  save  it  when  they  can  do  so. 
Well,'  it  wasn't  long  ago  when  I  visited  a  certain 
commis-iou's  room  with  an  ex-Mayor,  and  when  he 
came  out  he  said  to  me,  What  do  those  me  find 
to  do  now?  Well,  said  1,  I  don't  know  what  they 
find  to  do;  you  have  been  Mayor,  and  you  ought  to 
know.  Well,  sir,  said  he,  I  guess  they  sit  there  and 
smoke.  Well,  said  I,  I  guess  they  do,  too.  That  is 
the  reason  why  there  should  be  something  done 
about  the  commissions,  and  thj  men  around  this 
board  should  not  be  afraid  to  speak  of  them.  If 
that  money  can  be  saved  it  is  the  dutv  of 
this  boaad  to  save  it.  Then,  again,  sir,  many 
of  your  commissioners  at  the  present  time  are 
earniug  as  much  outside  as  they  get  from  their 
offices.  Sf  ou  have  an  active  man  ou  a  number  of  your 
commissions.  I  will  admit  there  is  an  active  man 
there;  and,  sir.  what  are  the  other  two?  A  good  deal 
like  the  drones  in  the  hive,  sir.  You  take  that  active 
man  away  from  there,  and  you  will  have  to  appoint 
another  one  very  quick.  But  you  remove  the  other 
two,  and  your  department  will  ruu  just  as  well  as 
any  other  department  in  the  City  of  Boston.  You 
can  see  the  activity  when  you  enter  any  one  of  those 
boards;  yon  can  see  what  there  is  of  them.  Now, 
sir,  we  will  take  the  Fire  Department  for  instance. 
Is  it  to  be  supposed  tor  a  moment  that  if  you  were 
building  a  very  nice  engine,  that  you  would  go  and 
get  a  boot  black  to  put  the  machinery  in?  Now.  »ir, 
when  the  head  of  this  City  Government  will  appoint 
a  tailor  tj  be  a  Commissioner  over  the  Fire  De- 
partment, what  can  we  exoect?  No  wonder  he  is 
cried  at.  What,  for  heaven's  sake,  is  our  Mayor 
thinking  of?  No  wonder  they  go  to  him  and  ask, 
why  do  you  put  such  a  man  as  that  to  take  charge 
of)  our  Fire  Department,  when  we  have  old  ex- 
perienced men  who  have  been  bred  and  born  in  the 
Fire  Department?  And  that  is  another  reason  why  I 
am  opposed  5o  commissions.  It  is  the  appointment 
of  men  for  nothing  else,  sir,  ouly  they  are  after 
office.    And,  sir,  wheu  you  can   tiud  a  person  where 
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the  office  seeks  the  man,  and  not  the  man  the  office, 
t)i<>M  are  the  men  tor  you  togetto  manage  your  Fire 
Department  ana  your  Police  Department — experien- 
ced men.  I  do  not  propose  to  say  any  more  on  this 
subject  now.  Mr.  Chairman.  I  hope  those  gentle- 
men  who  will  hclong  to  the  next  City  Government 
will  not  be  rixty  years  behind  the  times,  and  will  not 
he  afraid  to  stand  up  here  and  speak  their  minds 
without  having  men  come  up  hehind  theui  and 
say,  if  you  do  so  and  so  you  are  gone.  I 
would  give  more  for  ore  of  those  men  who 
would  stand  up  and  speak  their  minds  than 
I  would  for  forty  that  wouldn't.  1  hope  there 
will  be  uien  In  the  next  City  Government,  as 
well  as  some  here  at  the  present  time,  that  will 
not  be  afraid  to  speak  their  opinions,  notwithstand- 
ing tney  may  be  threatened;  and  I  think  there  will 
be.  I  think  for  my  own  uart  that  this  very  import- 
ant subject  should  be  well  ventilated  and  looked 
into,  and  the  ground  well  gone  over  before  we  let  it 
pas-  by.  Theielore  1  move  that  the  subject  be  re 
ferred  to  the  next  City  Government. 

Alderman  Her.-ey — 1  wish  to  sav  one  word  in  re- 
gard to  the  recommendation  of  the  committee.  It 
seems  to  me  a  commission  composed  as  recommended 
by  them  would  be  open  to  this  grave  objection:  you 
would  place  the  control  of  the  department  .u  the 
bands  of  the  part  ol  the  commission  who  could*  on 
account  of  their  multifarious  dutie-,  give  it  the 
least  attention.  Composing  the  majority  of  your 
commissions  of  members  ol  the  City  Council, 
would  place  the  government  just  about  where  it  was 
when  the  departments  were  run  by  committees. 
Now,  sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  we  can  make  a  change 
in  the  constitution  of  the  commissions,  it  will  be 
much  better  with  single-headed  commissions  with  no 
representation  ot  the  City  Government  in  them,  but 
to  have  tho.se  single-bended  commissions  formed  into 
one  or  more  boards  of  public  works,  so  that  they 
can  have  their  hours  for  consultation,  and  have  the 
committees  appointed  over  each  department,  as  they 
are  now  appointed  over  the  heads  of  departments 
which  aie  run  by  superintendents.  In  that  way  you 
could  hope  for  by  a  single  headed  commission. "  \rou 
will  have  the  same  advantages  ot  technical  knowledge 
in  the  various  departments  all  brought  to  bear  in  the 
public  service.  It  sewms  to  me  that  would  be  a  better 
arrangement  than  this  mongrel  commission  com- 
posed largely  of  members  of  the  City  Council  with 
a  single  paid  commissioner,  who  could  always  be  out- 
voter! by  his  associates;  so  that  all  those  influences 
which  have  been,  and  always  will  be,  brought  to  hear 
upon  members  of  the  City  Council,  will  have  pre- 
cisely the  same  effect  that  they  had  upon  the  old  sys- 
tem. I  think  the  proposed  commissions  will  be  liable 
to  that  objection.  The  best  thing  to  do  with  this  re- 
port is  to  refer  it  to  the  next  City  Government.  I 
think  the  subject  should  be  considered  a  long  time 
before  we  make  any  change. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  think  that  in  considering 
this  matter,  every  member  of  the  committee  was 
impressed  with  the  manner  in  which  our  Paving  De- 
partment, our  Health,  Sewer  and  Lamp  Depart- 
ments, also  our  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings, 
anu  our  Public  Buildings  Departments  are  con- 
ducted. I  was  impressed  with  the  fact  that 
it  is  the  manner  in  which  these  departments  are  man- 
aged which  has  made  Boston  a  model  city  govern- 
ment to-day.  I  think  their  work  is  more  systematic 
ana  iar  superior  to  that  of  any  of  the  commissions 
we  have  in  City  Hall.  I  know  that  I  have  read  ar- 
ticles in  the  papers  stating  that  the  i'aviug  Depart- 
ment will  go  to  work  and  pave  a  street,  that  the  Sew- 
er Department  will  come  along  and  tear  up  the 
street,  and  then  the  Water  Department  will  lay  their 
pipe-,  and  then  the  Gas  Company  will  step  in  and 
lav  their  pipes.  But  I  think  every  member  of  the 
committee  was  satisfied  that  these  reports  wer> 
merely  idle  talk;  that  there  was  no  foundation  for 
them.  I  believe  it  was  that  fact  as  much  as  anything 
else  that  led  the  members  of  the  committee  to  think 
tliat  a  board  of  public  works  was  hardly  a  neces- 
sity at  the  present  time.  I  will  read  an  ex- 
tract from  .Vlr.  Harris's  testimony,  in  relation 
to  this  matter.  1  merely  wish  to  do  the  department 
justice,  and  to  contradict  the  various  statements  that 
have  been  put  forth  in  relation  to  these  single- 
headed  departments.     [Reading.] 

"Q.— Suppose  a  Board  of  Public  vVorks  is  organized, 
embracing  tne  I'avit  g  Department,  the  Street  De- 
partment, the  Sewer  Department,  the  Water  Board, 
and  the  Lamp  Department,  and  the  men,  or  their 
successors,  who  are  now  acting  as  superintendents  of 
tho-e  departments,  were  made  members  of  that 
board ;  how  do  you  think  a  system  of  that  kind  would 
work?" 

'•A.— Well,  to  a  certain  extent,  that  is  the  case  now, 
with  the  exception,   I   might  say,  of  the  Board  of 


Street  Commissioners.  For  instauce,  if  lam  goni"- 
to  pave  a  street.  I  go  to  the  Water  Department  and 
see  if  they  have  pipes  there,  or  whether  they  con- 
template putting  them  there.  I  go  to  the  Sewer  De- 
partment and  the  £as  companies  before  I  proceed. 
We  work  together  as  well  as  it  is  possible  to  do. 
When  I  approach  the  Water  Department,  and  tell 
them  I  am  going  to  grade  or  macadamize  a  street, 
they  very  often  say  the  pipe  cannot  be  laid  there  lie- 
cause  it  will  not  pay.  They  would  not  get  income 
sufficient  to  warrant  them.  The  Sewer  Department 
may  say  they  will  not  lay  a  sewer  because  nobody 
waits  it.  But  if  there  is  a  necessity  they  will  say, 
You  wait  a  short  time  and  we  will  have  our  pipes  or 
our  sewer  in  at  such  a  lime;  and  we  arrange  our  work 
as  wcil  as  we  can.  Well,  now,  if  those  departments 
formed  a  commission,  1  do  not  know  that  they  would 
work  any  different.  I  don't  know  as  the  Water  Com- 
missioner would  think  he  was  warranted  in  putting 
pipes  into  a  street  when  the  income  would  not  he 
sufficient  to  pay  the  interest,  on  it;  or  that  the  Sewer 
Commissioner  would  feel  justified  in  laying  a  sewer 
when  nobody  in  the  street  wanted  i'.  The  Street 
Commissioners  lav  our  streets  a<  applications  ire 
made  and  they  think  puolic  necessity  requires  it, 
but  we  are  often  inconvenienced  by  their  doing  so." 

I  merely  wanted  to  call  attentien  to  that  to  show 
that  under  the  present  system  the  Paving,  Water, 
Sewer  Departments,  and  gi.s  companies,  act  under  a 
system,  and  before  a  st/eet  is  macadamized  ii  is  a 
question  if  the  work  shall  be  done  before  the  sewer 
and  water  pipes  and  gas  pipes  are  laid  iu  it. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  would  only  say  a  word  in  rela- 
tion to  what  the  Alderman  on  lny  left  has  said:  It  is 
very  much  as  he  said;  they  do  it  so  far  as  they  can. 
But  there  is  no  authority.  What  that  calls  for  is  au- 
thority for  action  between  these  departments  here. 
If  they  have  authority  they  will  meet  together  ana 
consult  about  this  street,  and  decide  whether  the  wa- 
ter, sewer  and  gas  pipes  -ha||  be  laid  there. 
If  they  have  authority  to  crnsult  together,  then 
if  it  is  necessary  to  lay  out  a  street  the 
Street  Comissioner  could  say,  "1  am  going  to 
lay  out  a  street,  and  it  is  neces-arv  lo  have  die  water 
and  the  sewer  in  it."  It  doesu't  leave  u  optional  with 
them,  and  they  must  lay  their  pipe  through  there. 
Then  ihey  have  got  to  e  iisv.lt  together.  Out  in  i lie 
country  they  cau  consult  together,  and  decide 
whether  it  is  best  that  all  these  matters  should  be 
done  at  once.  But  here  in  the  thickly  populated  sec- 
tion of  the  city,  it  we  cut  a  street  through,  it  is  to  be 
built  upon,  and  the  first  tilings  they  want  are  the 
sewer,  water  ai.  d  ga?,  and  the v  all  should  be  put  in 
before  the  street  is  paved.  It  is  true  that  at  the 
present  time  they  act  more  congenially  than  in  for- 
mer years.  Take  a  few  years  ago.  Albany  street 
was  put  in  beautiful  condition;  it  was  one  of  the 
prettiest  streets  to  drive  over  in  Boston.  What 
did  they  do?  Along  came  the  gas  company 
and  tore  it  up,  and  the  earth  was  throwii 
aside.  The  Street  Commissioner  was  asked,  Why 
don't  you  take  that  earth?  It  i*n't  mine,  he 
said;  it  belongs  to  the  gas  company.  An  outside  in- 
dividual was  told  that  if  he  would  remove  that  earth 
he  could  have  it,  and  he  took  it  away.  A  short  time 
afterwards  the  city  wanted  SMne  gravel  and  bought 
it  hack  i'.'oin  that  man.  1  will  agree  that  they  aie 
lookine  alter  things  a  little  mor»  congenially.  Why? 
Because  these  things  have  been  stirred  up.  Even  if 
the  recommendations  of  this  committee  do  not  pass, 
1  think  there  is  not  a  member  of  this  board  but  will  say 
that  this  investigation  has  done  a  good  deal  of  good. 
I  think  the  Alderman  must  admit  that  the  examina- 
tions we  have  made  have  done  a  great  deal  of  good 
tor  the  City  of  Boston. 

Alderman  Frost — I  don't  wish  to  discuss  this  ques- 
tion of  commissions  at  all,  but  it  seems  lo  me  it  is 
hardh  vvoith  while  to  refer  this  matter  to  the  next 
Cuy  Government  unless  we  cau  liave  different  talk 
from  what  the  advocates  of  abolishing  commissions 
give  us  now.  It  seems  to  me  that  they  have  become 
converted  from  the  ideas  they  had  when  they  went 
into  this  investigation.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
matter  being  referred  to  the  next  City  Government, 
but  I  am  afraid  it  will'find  no  advocates  there,  uuless 
they  find  people  who  talk  differently  from  those  who 
started  in  to  abolish  the  commissions. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  next  City  Government 
prevailed.    Sect  down. 

THE  PROPOSED  COMMISSION  ON  SEWERAGE. 

The  board  next  took  up  tiie  special  assignment, 
viz.: 

Keport  in  favor  of  a  Special  Commission  on  Sys- 
tem ot  Improved  Sewerage. 

Alderman  Slade — I  don't  know  as  there  need  be 
anything  said  on  this  subject.  I  don't  imagine  that 
the  board  really  meau  to  ask  for  a  commission  upon 
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the  improved  sewerage.  It  is  well  known  that  all 
the  Committee  on  Improved  sewerage  troui  this 
board,  and  quite  a  number  from  the  Common  Coun- 
cllj  have  been  re-elected.  The  work  is  so  far  finished 
that  it  seems  like  folly  at  this  time  to  ask  the  legisla- 
ture to  authorize  us  to  appoint  a  commission  to  com- 
plete it.  I  move  that  the  order  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

Alderman  Haideiuan — I  think  that  as  the  report 
of  tlit  Committee  on  Comiiissious  has  been  referred 
to  the  next  City  Government,  this  one  on  the  im- 
proved sewerage  should  take  the  same  course.  It  is 
very  true,  as  the  Alderman  has  just  stated,  that  the 
most  of  the  present  Committee  on  Improved  Sewer- 
age have  been  re-elected;  but  that  is  an  exceptional 
case.  If  Dhis  is  referred  to  the  next  City  Govern- 
ment they  will  make  provision  for  the  government 
coining  alter  them.  It  does  not  follow  by  any  means 
that  the  same  committtee  will  be  re-elected  every 
year. 

Alderman  Slade — If  the  Alderman  wishes  to  have 
this  referred  to  the  next  City  Government,  I  have  no 
objection,  and  will  withdraw  the  motion  to  indefin- 
itely postpone. 

Aldei  man  Haldeman — I  purposed  making  that  mo- 
tion. There  is  one  thing  I  wish  to  say:  'We  have  no 
certainty  that  the  same  committee  will  be  appointed 
next  j ear.  It  is  possible  that  the  Mayor  and  the 
President  of  the  Common  Council  may  take  into  con- 
sideration the  fact  tli  it  the  gentlemen  couiposingthe 
present  committee  now  stand  in  contempt  of  both 
branches  o£  tue  City  Council.  There  is  still  in  force 
a  peremptory  order,  passed  by  each  chamber,  calling 
for  a  report  withm  a  specific  time,  that  has  been  not 
only  delayed  but  absolutely  refused  to  be  complied 
with.  As  the  case  stands  to-day-  and  we  have  but  a 
very  short  time  before  the  close  of  the  year— there 
is  nothing  tc  indicate  but  that  the  official  life  of 
this  boara  will  eea>e  without  our  having  that  report 
or  any  explanation  from  toe  committte.  Theie  is 
certainly  a  question  whether  those  gentlemen  will 
not  go  out  of  office,  we  may  say,  outlawed  for  diso- 
bedience. 

Alderman  Hersey — 1  do  not  think  any  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  wishes  to  re- 
main in  contempt  of  this  board  or  the  City  Council. 
If  they  are  in  contempt,  I  think  it  is  from  a  misap- 
prehension on  their  part.  If  I  remember  rightly, 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  held  in  his  hand  a 
report  which  he  proposed  to  submit,  if  this  board 
saw  fit  to  receive  it.  But  this  board  in  its  wisdom — 
for  I  can  see  that  it  was  wisdom — refused  to  receive 
the  report  and  indefinitely  postponed  the  gentleman's 
order.  So  it  seems  to  me  the  committee  are  purged 
from  any  contempt. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  think  the  gentleman  is 
mistaken  about  that.  The  report  was  not  offered.  It 
was  only  when  I  was  harassing' the  committee  in  de- 
bate that  the  report  referred  to  was  shaken  at  me  as 
being  on  the  Alderman's  desk  in  an  incomplete  state, 
and  to  show  what  an  immense  amount  of  labor  they 
had  gone  to  to  prepare  it  Certainly  that  wasn't  the 
report  I  sought  for.  There  was  no  explanation  given 
on  the  points  asked  for  by  my  original  order  of  some 
nine  months  ago.  There  is  no  explanation  to-day, 
ana  I  doubt  whether  that  very  report  which  the  Al- 
derman shook  at  me  covered  the  ground  asked  for.  I 
certainly  did  not  solicit  a  mass  of  correspondence  not 
bearing  upon  the  subject.  I  claim  that  the  spirit 
of  the  order  passed  by  both  branches  of  the  City 
Government  has  never  been  complied  with,  and 
it  was  not  the  intentiou  of  the  committee  to  do 
so.  1  think  the  spirit  of  the  debate  did  not  cover 
anything  approximating  the  information  sought. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  do  not  know  why  the  gentle- 
man should  assume  that  position.  The  committee 
would  certainly  have  made  a  report  if  the  board  had 
not  relieved  them  of  it.  To  go  into  the  matter  as 
fully  as  the  gentleman  asked  for,  required  the 
bringing  before  this  committee  the  former  engineer, 
and  a  consultation  with  former  members  of  the 
committee  who  made  the  alleged  contract. 
The  gentleman  must  remember  that  the  duties 
of  the  Committee  od  Improved  Sewerage  are 
not  light.  We  did  not  consider  this  the  most 
important  subject  before  us.  We  thought  it 
worth  while  to  consider  the  contracts  being 
made,  and  involving  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars,  and  we  tlnught  those  worth  considera- 
tion in  advance  of  the  gentleman's  request.  The  re- 
port was  taken  up  and  carried  along  as  fast  as  the 
City  Engineers  time  would  permit,  he  sitting  up 
nights  until  12  o'clock,  as  I  am  informed,  trying  to 
meet  what  the  gentleman  asked  for.  As  the  gentle- 
man had  given  notice  that  at  the  next  meeting  he 
should  call  for  that  report,  so  far  as  it  had  been  pre- 
pared it  was  ready  for  presentation.  I  do  not  think 
the   gentleman  can  know  just  how  far  the  report 


went,  or  whether  or  not  it  contained  the  information 
he  suught.  Such  as  it  was  it  would  have  been  pre- 
sented, but  the  committee  were  very  glad  that  the 
board  relieved  them  of  that  duty  of  making  the  re- 
port, and  allowed  them  to  go  on  with  their  business 
in  the  dtpartinent  of  improved  sewerage,  which  re- 
quired quite  as  much  tic  e  as  they  could  spare  from 
their  other  duties. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  deny  that  the  board  re- 
lieved that  committee  from  making  a  report,  and 
I  also  deny  that  the  Common  Council  relieved  them. 
I  claim  that  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  just 
seated  shows  that  they  were  not  prepared  to  submit 
that  report,  and  that  they  had  not  finished  it.  I  also 
claim  that  the  nine  months  they  had  were  sufficient 
in  which  to  make  any  report.  I  also  submit  that 
the  mass  <  t  rubbish  which  they  had  collected  was 
not  such  a  report  as  was  wanted.  I  also  insist  upon 
it  that  the  City  Engineer  could  make  a  proper  re- 
port within  twenty-four  hours,  and  I  believe  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage 
could  do  the  same.  I  believe  the  Clerk  of  Coaimit- 
tees  could  do  the  same,  and  that  la.lt  a  dozen 
pages  would  have  covered  all  the  ground.  From 
the  tenor  of  their  whole  conversation  I  believe  it  was 
not  intended  that  the  report  should  be  completed, 
and  I  deny  that  they  have  been  exonerated  at  any 
time.  If  my  recollection  server  me  aright,  I  offered 
a  peremptory  order  calling  for  a  special  committee 
to  take  charge  of  this  matter,  because  of  the  disobe- 
dience of  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage  in 
not  complying  with  an  order  of  both  branches  ef  the 
City  Council,  and  that  peremptory  order  was  voted 
down.  That  was  voted  down,  as  1  understand  from 
the  conversation  of  members,  because  they  did  not 
purpose  to  place  on  record  their  censure  of  a 
joint  committee,  which  my  order  virtually  would 
have  been,  had  it  passed.  That  was  the  reason 
why  the  order  did  not  pass.    As  the  rest  of   the 

gentlemen  have  beet,  here  mu.:h  longer  than  I 
avc,  and  held  honorable  positions,  it  was  perhaps 
rather  impertinent  in  me  to  otter  such  an  order,  but 
the  committee  having  so  persistently  refused  to  obey 
the  order  of  the  City  Council,  I  thought  it  proper  to 
offer  something  as  a  reminder  of  what  the  dignity  of 
this  boara  required. 

Alderman  Tucker — There  seem  to  have  been  sev- 
eral members  of  the  present  board  re  elected  to  the 
next,  board,  who  understand  this  question  fully,  aud 
I  haven't  any  doubt  but  what  it  will  be  considered 
aud  discussed  before  tbes  get  through  with  it.  I 
hope  the  whole  matter  will  be  referred  to  the  next 
City  Government. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Haldeman  the  subject  was 
referred  to  the  next  City  Government.    Sent  down. 

Alderman  O  Brien  in  the  chair. 

Later  in  the  session  alderman  Haldeman  said:  A 
f e w  m  jments  ago ,  Mr.  Chairman,  since  the  debate, 
speaking  of  the  Committee  on  Improved  Sewerage 
being  in  contempt,  my  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  records,  and  it  appears  that  on  mtion  of  Alder- 
man Frost  the  subject  was  indefinitely  postponed,  so 
that  technically  that  would  cover  the  position  taken 
by  the  geDtleman  of  the  committee,  and  apparently 
they  are  not  under  contempt  of  this  board. 

FORTNIGHTLY  PAYMENT  OF  LABORERS. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  the  following  from 
the  J  int  Committee  on  the  Treasury  Department: 

Rep  rt  from  the  Committee  on  Treasury  Depart- 
ment on  the  order  relative  to  paying  laborers  em- 
ployed by  the  city  at  interval:  not  exceeding  14  days 
— That  they  believe  the  system  of  fortnightly  pay- 
ments should  be  adopted,  but  that  there  is  no  appro- 
priation to  meet  the  expense  of  employing  additional 
paymasters  and  clerks  that  would  be  required.  As  it 
is  iiow  so  near  the  end  of  the  financial  year  the  com- 
mittee believe  it  inexpedient  to  ask  for  an  additional 
appropriation  for  the  purpose  at  the  present  time, 
but  would  recotnmeud  the  reference  of  the  subject 
to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  next  Citv  Coun- 
cil. 

Accepted  and  referred  accordingly.    Sent  down. 

PRINTING. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Printing: 

Ordered,  That  25  copies  of  the.  Memorial  History 
of  Boston  be  purchased  and  distributed  under  the 
direction  of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  the  expense 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  printing. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  on  petitions  of  Thomas  C.  Brophy  and 
others  and  J.  W.  Spenney  and  others,  that  the 
names  of  persons  drawn  to  serve  as  jurors  be  pub- 
lished in  the  official  report  of  proceedings,  and  also 
issued  as  a  public  document — That  service  on  the 
jury  is  generally  considered  a   burdensome  duty  by 
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persons  draWD,  who  are  properly  qualified  therefor, 
«nd  further  publicity  of  tli  ?ir  names  tlian  is  now 
given  by  open  announcement  in  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, would  be  detrimental  to  the  public  interest. 
The  committee  therefore  recommend  that  the  peti- 
tioners have  leave  to  withdraw. 
Accepted.    Sent  down. 

LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Licenses: 

Report  recommending  that  the  rule  be  suspended 
so  that  a  license  may  be  granted  to  Samuel  H.  Blake 
to  give  a  variety  entertainment,  including  spa  i  ring, 
at  Music  Hall,  Januaiy  9, 1882.    Accepted. 

BRUSH      ELECTRIC      LIGHT     FOE     PUBLIC    STREETS 
AND   SQUARES. 

Alderuan  Breck  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Lamps: 

Report  on  petition  of  the  Brush  Electric  Light 
Company  to  be  allowed  to  light  public  streets  and 
squares,  and  petitions  of  J.  H.Pray,  Sons  &  Co.  and 
others  in  aid  of  same — recommending  the  passage  of 
an  order— That  the  Superintendent  of,Lamps,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Lamps,  be  author- 
ized to  cause  such  numbei'  of  the  Brush  electiic 
lights  to  be  located  on  the  public  streets  and  squares 
as  may  be  deemed  for  the  best  interests  of  the  city, 
the  cost  for  the  same  not  to  exceed  65  cents  each  per 
lamp  per  night.  Report  accepted  and  order  passed 
FANEUIL  HALL. 

Alderman  Woolle.v  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Faueuil  Hall  in  favor  of  granting  the 
use  of  said  hall  to  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Arlil- 
lery  Co.  on  Dec.  22, 1881.    Accepted. 

EVENING    HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Alderman  Woolley  ottered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildiugs  be  and  they  are  here- 
bj  authorized  to  tit  up  and  furnish  such  moms  in  the 
new  High  and  Latin  school  building!,  as  the  School 
Committee  may  designate,  for  an  Evening  High 
school ,  a'BO  to  furnish  means  for  lighting  said  i  ooms 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  $1000;  the  expense  therefor 
to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  scbooihouses, 
public  buildings. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

PUBLIC   BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Woolley  submitted  the  following  (City 
Doc.  159),  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance: 

The  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  desire  to  in- 
form Hie  City  Council  that  an  additional  appropria- 
tion of  #20,000  is  required  for  public  buildings.  The 
same  necessity  that  caused  an  additional  demand  for 
money  for  schoolhouses  exists  in  this  case,  namely, 
the  increased  cost  of  labor  and  material.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  there  is  the  amount  advanced  from  the 
appropiiation  for  the  removal  of  the  Derne-street 
reservoir.  By  an  order  of  the  City  Council,  ap- 
proved by  the  Mayor,  June  4,1881,  the  committee 
were  directed  to  remove  the  Derne-street  reservoir, 
the  expense  attending  the  same  to  be  advanced  from 
the  appropriation  for  public  buildings;  also,  that  all 
sums  received  from  sales  of  material,  or  from 
amounts  credited  by  transfer  from  other  depart- 
ments of  the  city,  using  any  of  said  material,  were  to 
be  kept  »s  a  special  fund  from  which  all  expenses  of 
removal  of  said  building  shall  be  defrayed. 

There  lias  been  expended  in  this  direction  the  sum 
of  .$8800.  The  amount  to  Jan.  1,  1882,  will  equal 
$10,000.  Sales  of  stone  have  been  made  in  small 
amounts  to  private  parties,  and  larger  amounts  have 
been  contracted  for  by  the  Engineer's  Department 
and  the  Park  Commissioners.  Your  committee  esti- 
mate that  the  sums  received  from  these  sales  of 
stone  will  equal,  if  not  exceed  the  cost  of  removal. 
Stone  and  material  are  now  being  delivered,  but  not 
enough  as  yet  to  reimburse  the  aopropropriation  for 
its  outlav.  It  will  thus  be  seen  tliat  there  is  a  defi- 
ciency of  $20,000,  namely,  the  loss  of  $10,000  arising 
from  *he  advance  in  labor  and  materia),  and  $10,000 
advanced  for  the  removal  of  the  Derne-street  reser- 
voir. 

In  conformity  with  the  rules  and  orders,  the  com- 
mittee submit  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  from 
the  appropriation  to  date: 
For  matonry,  paving,  drains,  cesspools,  etc —  jj!4.714  05 

Carpentry,  lumber  and  hardware 7,975  58 

Painting  and  glazing 11,074  70 

Gas-fitting  and  plumbing 2.007  23 

Whitewashing  and  plastering 3,083  71 

New  furniture  and  rei  airs  ot  old 5,483  06 

Repairs  of  roofs,  gutters  and  conductors. .     2,7  IG  49 

Iron-work  and  fencing 1,3;7  72 

Repairs  of  heating  apparatus 1,343  77 

Gas  and  water I,9i6  29 

Hents  and  taxes 7,024  75 


Janitors,  care  and  cleaning 7,037  51 

Supplies,     including     ice,     mats,    hods, 

brooms,  etc 1,835  48 

Fuel 2,826  45 

Salaries 6.073  25 

Expenses  of  sale  of  estate  S7  Bovlston 

street 373  00 

Miscellaneous  expenses 2,599  85 

Labor  and  material  in  lemoving  Derne- 
street  reservoir 8,870  05 

Unexpended  balance  of  the  appropriation.  5,707  06 

885,000  00 

Recapitulation. 

Appropriation  for  1881-82 §85.000  00 

Amount  expended  on  public  buildings  to  Dee, 

1,  1881 #70,422  89 

Expended  on  Beaeoii-Iiill  reser- 
voir      8.870  05 


79,292  94 

Unexpended  balance  of  appropriation 5.707  06 

Estimate   of  appropriation   required  for  the 
remainder  of  the  financial  year 20.000  00 

g25,707  00 
For  the  Committee, 

Howard  Clapp. 

private  electric  lights. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Buildings  in 
favor  of  granting  permits  to  use  electric  lights  as 
follows: 

H.  E.  Fclcb,  corner  Somerset  and  Howard  streets. 

John  Meaina,  corner  Washington  and  Bedford 
streets. 

Louis  P.  Ober,  4  Winter  place. 

S.  A.  Beckbard  &  Co.,  corner  Washington  and  Eliot 
streets. 

St.  Joachim  Bazaar,  329  Washington  street. 

W.  E.  Parker  &  Co.,  357  Washington  street. 

W.  S.  Butler  &  Co.,  90  and  92  Tremont  street. 

R.  &  J.  Gilchrist,  5  and  7  Winter  street. 

Severally  accepted. 

INSPECTION  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Survey  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ings: 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  Ira 
Russell  &  Co.,  to  erect  a  wooden  building  for  office 
purposes  on  Albany  street,  corner  Maiden  street, 
Ward  17.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  the  petition 
of  Lansing  &  Drisko  to  erect  a  wooden  addition  to 
a  building  on  Commeicial  street,  near  Linden  street, 
Ward  24.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  and  Order— That  the  luspector  is  author- 
ized to  issue  a  permit  to  each  of  the  following  named 
persons  for  leave  to  erect  wooden  buildings  ana 
wooden  additions  to  buildings  (withou'.  the  building 
limits)  respectively  in  excess  of  size  and  range  al- 
lowed by  ordinance,  and  without  the  construction  of 
brick  walls  required  by  said  ordinance,  in  accordance 
with  applications  on  file  in  the  Department  for  In- 
spection of  Buildings: 

T.  C.  Woodworth,  Cambridge  street,  corner  Per- 
kins street,  Ward  4. 

Burgess  &  Perry,  rear  of  Amory  street,  near  Cod- 
man  avcuue,  Ward  23. 

George  H.  Scott,  Everett  street,  off  Pleasant 
street,  Ward  25. 

R.  S.  Barrett,  on  unnamed  street,  near  Stark 
street,  Ward  4. 

Highland  Street  Railway  Co.,  Shawniut  avenue, 
829-831,  Ward  19. 

Bradley  Fertilizer  Co.,  Swett  street,  Ward  20. 

Henry  Dudley,  Elm  street,  uear  Green  street, 
Ward  23. 

William  Shaw,  Centre  street,  near  Dorchester 
avenue,  Ward  24. 

A.  Zeigler,  rear  89-91  Pynchon  street,  Ward  21. 

W.  W.  Cain  &  Son,  Temple  street,  near  Sanford 
street,  Ward  24. 

A.  R.  Lyman,  rear  unnamed  place  off  Market 
street,  Ward  25, 

J.  I.  Bowditch,  Pond  street,  near  Avon  street, 
Ward  23. 

Order  passed.    Sent  down. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Streets  on  the  part  of  the  board: 

Orders  to  pay  for  land  taken  and  all  damages  occa- 
sioned by  laying  out  streets  as  follows: 

Eliza  A.  Clapp,  $3500,  laying  out  and  extension  of 
Dunstable  street  to  Main  street,  at  Charlestown. 

William  H.  Cragie,  $2067.20,  extension  of  Lambert 
avenue  to  Kneeland  street, 
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Sarah  Si  Clapp.  extension  of  Dunstable  street  to 
Main  street  and  Cbarlestown. 

SEWERS, 
Alderman  Viles  submitted  reports  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sewers,  that  sundry  schedules  of  cost  of 
constructing  sewers  are  correct,  and  recommend  the 
passage  of  the  usual  orders  for  the  assessment  and 
collection  of  the  proportionate  part  thereof.  The 
orders  were  passed. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  hoard  that 
leave  be  granted  to  occupy  stables  as  follows; 

William  McCarthy,  Bailey  street,  "Ward  24. 

J.  H.  Pote  &  Co.,  Rutherford  street,  Ward  4. 

Lewis  S.  Conant,  Montana  street,  near  Georgia  av- 
enue, Ward  24. 

William  H.  Hart,  Ninth  street,  near  H  street,Ward 
14. 

THE  ELECTION  RETURNS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following: 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  returns 
of  votes  cast  in  this  city  on  the  13th  inst.  for  munici- 
pal officers  have  attended  to  that  duty  and  find  that 
the  returns  were  duly  received  from  all  the  voting 
precincts,  and  the  results  are,  correctly  recorded  in 
the  City  Clerk's  office,  from  which  it  appears  that 
the  following  persons  having  a  plurality  of  votes 
have  been  elected  to  their  respective  offices: 

For  Street  Commissioner— Isaac  Hull  Wright. 

For  School  Committee  (3  years) — William  A.  Rust, 
John  G.  Blake,  Lucia  M.  Peabody,  Charles  H.  Reed, 
Charles  C.  Perkins,  John  B.  Moran.  Thomas  Gafiield, 
Russell  D.  Elliott;  (1  year),  Dan.  S.  Smallev,  Lewis 
R.  Tucker. 

The  committee  also  report  that  the  vote  upon  the 
license  question  submitted  to  the  people  was: 

Yeas 23.291 

Nays. ...;.. 12,593 

The  committee  recommended  that  the  City  Cleric 
notify  the  above  named  persons  of  their  election. 

The  City  Clerk  having  received  petilions  duly 
signed,  and  in  the  proper  form,  for  a  recount  of  the 
ballots  cast  in  this  city  on  the  13th  inst.,  for  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  School  Committee  for  two  years, 
and  for  members  of  the  Common  Council  from 
Wards  1,  2,  3,  6,  7,  8, 12, 13, 15, 16,  20  and  22,  the  com- 
mittee ask  for  further  time  in  which  to  report  on 
these  petitions. 

For  the  committee, 

Clinton  Viles,  Chairman. 

Accepted. 

Alderman  Whitten— Before  the  late  municipal 
election  the  Chairman  appointed  me  as  one  of  the 
committee  to  recount  votes.  After  the  election  the 
vote  seemed  to  be  so  close  between  Alderman  Frost 
and  myself  that  he  with  his  usual  modesty  declined 
to  serve  upon  the  committee  after  they  were  in  ses- 
sion. I  myself  asked  to  he  relieved,  hut  as  the  com- 
mittee were  veiy  small  and  had  a  great  deal  of  work, 
they  at  the  time  declined  to  accept  my  resignation ; 
so  I  continued  to  count  until  this  meeting  of  the 
board.  I  now  ask  to  be  relieved  from  serving  on  that 
committee. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  hope  the  modesty  of  the  Alder- 
man will  give  way.  There  are  no  signs  of  his  being 
elected.  He  is  .iust  the  man  we  want  there  to  count, 
and  he  need  not  borrow  any  trouble  about  his  being 
elected.  It  is  a  very  arduous  job  to  count  those 
ballots,  and  he  is  an  excellent  counter.  I  was  very 
sorry  the  gentleman  on  my  right  was  so  modest  that 
he  could  not  trust  himself  to  make  an  honest  count. 
The  committee  did  not  accept  the  resignation  of  the 
gentleman,  because  they  had  no  business  to.  He  was 
appointed  by  the  chair  to  serve  on  that  committee 
and  count  those  ballots.  All  we  could  do  was  to  re- 
quest him  to  stay,  and  we  did  so.  We  found  we 
were  going  to  be  so  close  on  to  the  end  of  the  year 
that  that  we  were  obliged  to  put  on  six  clerks  last 
night.  The  Alderman  is  an  excellent  counter,  and  I 
hope  the  board  will  not  excuse  him. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  will  join  in  the  request  of  the 
Alderman  who  has  last  spoken.  I  think  the  only 
election  that  can  he  affected  by  the  result  is  that  of 
Alderman  Frost,  and  I  know  he  has  the  utmost  con- 
fidence in  the  ability  of  the  gentleman  to  count 
correctly.  I  think  he  ought  not  to  request  to  be  re- 
lieved when  he  knows  the  immense  task  we  have  be- 
fore us  to  complete,  and  I  hope  he  will  withdraw 
the  request. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  have  not  much  to  say  on 
the  subject,  but  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  withdraw 
his  request  and  continue  to  work  with  us.  I  think  my- 
self the  withdrawal  of  Alderman  Frcst  was  wrong 
at  the  time.  The  closest  contest  is  between  those 
two  gentlemen,  and  they  both  should  have  remained, 


and  if  either  could  not  be  trusted  alone,  perhaps 
the  other  could  watch  him,  and  in  case  of  any  mate- 
rial difference  from  the  report  of  the  ward  returns, 
it  would  be  a  very  easy  matter  to  have  the  discrep- 
ancy verified  by  some  other  members  of  the  commit- 
tee. In  this  connection  it  may  perhaps  be  proper  to 
say  that  I  think  this  whole  system  of  recounting  votes 
is  wrong,  and  an  outrage  upon  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen.  After  the  election  returns  are 
sent  in,  the  :ertin'cates  of  election  should  be  is- 
sued,; and  if  any  gentlemen  are  dissatisfied  with 
the  result  it  is  quite  time  enough,  after  the  uew 
City  Government  comes  in,  to  contest  their  seats, 
and  let  each  chamber  judge  of  the  qualifications 
of  its  members.  This  calling  upon  the  Alder- 
men to  go  over  the  entire  vote  of  the  city  of 
Boston  is  a  proposition  that  is  wrong.  I  would 
be  quite  willing  to  undertake  a  recount  where  toe  re- 
sult was  so  close,  that  the  hasty  returns  made  on 
the  night  of  election  might  perhaps  allow  for 
small  discrepancies.  But  when  people  who  have 
no  earthly  hope  of  changing  a  result  will 
call  lor  a"  general  recount,  it  is  an  imposition 
upon  us.  The  gentlemen  upon  the  committee  com- 
menced work  very  faithfully.  I  very  early  sug- 
gested the  employ  ment  of  clerks,  but  there  was  such 
a  scandal  last  year  that  they  insisted  almost  unani- 
mously upon  doing  the  work  themselves,  and  I  ac- 
quiesced against  my  own  will.  On  Friday  and 
Saturday  we  counted  on  one  day  from  three  o'clock 
to  half-past  eleven,  and  the  other  day  from  two 
o'clock  to  half-uast  eleven,  ana  finished  five  wards. 
On  Saturday  night  I  insisted  upon  the  employment 
of  clerks,  that  an  Alderman  should  not  demean  him- 
self by  labor  which  is  absolutely  arduous  and  of  a 
character  unbecoming  a  representative  of  this  board. 
I  insisted  upon  it  that  clerks  should  be  employed 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Aldermen.  I  did  finally 
get  the  committee  to  consent  to  the  employment  of  a 
certain  number  of  clerks,  who  were  selected  from 
the  virious  departments  in  City  Hall,  because  they 
occupied  semi-official  positions,  and  the  result  was  we 
disposed  of  six  wards  on  Sunday  from  three  o'clock  to 
half  past  eleven.  Now  I  for  one  cannot  give  my  time 
for  so  long  a  period  to  the  interests  of  the  city.  I 
can  do  it  a  few  nights,  but  when  it  comes  to  six  or 
eight  afternoons  and  nights  coi  tinually,  it  is  asking 
too  much.  It  is  unfai.- and  improper.  We  all  have 
duties  of  our  own  to  altend  to,  and  laboring  this  way 
unfits  us  for  the  business  we  are  engaged  in.  While 
I  object  to  reducing  the  number  of  the  committee,  I 
would  like  some  expression  from  this  hoard  as  to  in- 
creasing the  number  of  clerks,  and  relieving  the 
committee  as  far  as  possible  from  the  manual  labor 
of  counting.  The  points  of  mv  fingers  are  now  sore 
from  turning  over  those  ballots,  many  of  which 
are  covered  with  grease  so  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  pick  them  up  readily,  and  they  are  so 
pasted  with  stickers  that  they  must  be  handled  over 
and  over  again.  The  motion  of  the  arm  and  fin- 
gers is  so  continuously  the  same,  bringing  into  play  a 
series  of  muscles  that  are  not  crdinarily  exercised, 
that  the  pain  becomes  intense  after  several  days' 
work.  I  think  this  whole  system  should  be  changed 
by  the  legislature,  for  it  is  wrong  to  call  upon  ihie 
board  to  make  a  recount  before  seats  are  contested. 
I  think  the  recouut  should  be  made  after  the  new 
government  comes  in,  when  there  is  a  formal  con- 
test for  the  seat.  I  hope  the  committee  will  not  be 
lessened,  and  that  we  shall  be  allowed  to  employ 
more  clerks. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  suppose  that  by  law  the  Alder- 
men must  count  those  ballots.  I  cannot  see  how  we 
can  employ  more  clerks  unless  we  appoint  more 
Aldermen  on  the  committee,  for  the  Aldermen  must 
count  those  ballots  themselves.  We  had  clerks  last 
night,  but  the  Aldermen  counted  all  the  bal- 
lots and  got  along  very  well.  So  far  as 
the  Aldeiman  on  my  left  is  concerned,  all  his 
counting  would  have  to  be  verified,  and  1  don't 
see  how  a  man  can  make  any  mistake.  The  bal- 
lots are  all  counted  over  twice,  and  how  there  can  be 
a  mistake,  I  do  not  see.  Therefore  I  do  not  see  that 
the  Aldermen  should  have  any  difficulty  at  all  about 
counting.  Even  if  the  Alderman  should  he  counted 
in  when  we  get  further  along,  he  has  a  very  expert 
gentleman  counting  with  him,  and  I  do  not  see  how 
any  mistake  could  be  made.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  not  withdraw. 

Alderman  Whitten — I  do  not  wish  to  shirk  any 
labor  in  this  matter.  It  is  merely  a  feeling  of  deli- 
cacy on  my  part,  which  I  should  not  have  had  if  Al- 
derman Frost  had  remained  with  the  committee.  I 
know  myself  that  I  am  strictly  hon?st,  but  it  is  not 
generally  known,  and  perhaps  I  might  he  criticised 
outside.  If  Alderman  Frost  desires  me  to  remain  on 
that  committee,  I  will  do  so. 

Aldermau  Frost— I  suppose  it  is   well  recollected 
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by  all  at  this  board,  and  by  the  public  generally,  tba* 
we  bad  a  contest  last  year  in  regard  to  my  seat.  lh*, 
gentleman  contesting  my  seat  was  one  of  the  com- 
mittee to  count  the  ballots.  There  was  great  dissat- 
isfaction with  the  lesult.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me 
to  go  into  details,  and  I  don  t  care  to  rake  the  matter 
up,  or  make  any  bard  feeling?,  01  accuse  any  one  of 
fraud  in  that  matter,  which  has  passed  by,  and  the 
whole  thing  is  gone.  But  I  know  toat  the  newspa- 
pers generally,  and  certainly  my  friends,  in  their 
comments  thought  it  was  a  very  wrong  thing  for  a 
man  whose  seat  was  contested  to  act  with  a  committee 
and  virtually  be  the  judge  of  his  own  election,  and  to 
count  and  handle  the  ballots.  There  was  another 
count  afterwards,  the  result  of  which,  I  think,  sat- 
istied  the  public  generally  that  many  ballots  had 
been  tampered  with  and  changed  in  the  first  count. 
So  that  when  they  came  to  count  them  again  we  did 
not  get  an  honest  recount.  I  bad  no  idea  then  that  I 
should  ever  be  placed  in  the  same  position  myself, 
but  I  have  found  myself  so  placed.  The  cootest  now 
is  between  Mr.  Wnitten  and  myself.  I  met  with  the 
committee,  having  been  appointed  previous  to  the 
election.  If  there  had  been  a  meeting  of  the  board 
between  the  election  and  the  calling  of  the  commit- 
tee together,  I  should  have  positively  declined  to 
serve  on  that  committee,  knowing  there  was  to  be  a 
contest.  As  there  was  no  opportunity  to  decline,  1 
met  with  the  committee  and  requested  to  be  excused 
from  serving  with  them.  Something  was  said  by 
some  of  the  committee  as  to  whether  I  could  not 
assist  in  counting  the  votes  for  Mayor,  and  perhaps 
for  the  Common  Council,  and  really  have  nothing 
to  'to  with  counting  the  Aldermauic  vote.  I  at 
first  thought  perhaps  I  might,  but  on  further  re- 
flection changed  my  mind, and  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  certainly  better  Cor  me  not  to  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  handling  those  ballots.  I  have  not 
changed  my  mind  at  all  as  to  that.  Alderman  Whit- 
teu  certainly  knew  what  my  opinion  was  as  to  myself, 
but  1  told  him  I  was  willing  to  trust  bim  or  any 
other  man  to  count  in/  ballots  on  that  vote.  I  did 
not  ask  him  to  leave  because  f  did.  I  had  my  own 
ideas  last  year,  and  what  was  right  then  is  right  new 
and  will  be  next  year.  Inasmuch  as  I  have  not 
served  on  the  committee  I  should  not  wish  to  come 
in  now,  ar.d  I  can  see  that  there  would  be  a  diffi- 
culty in  Alderman  W^itten's  leaving  now.  A  part 
of  this  work  will  tie  his,  about  which  he  cannot  sign 
the  report.  I  do  not  wish  him  to  decline  serving  on 
my  account,  but  I  must  oecline  serving  myself. 

Alderman  Breck— I  believe  this  Board  of  Alder 
men  and  the  community  have  the  fullest  confie'euce 
in  both  Aldermen  Frost  and  Whitten.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve they  ought  to  be  excused  trom  serving  on  this 
committee,  and  I  move  that  they  be  njt  excused. 

Alderman  Haldeman — The  objection  of  the  Alder- 
man does  m>t  hold  water.  This  committee  were  ap- 
pointed before  the  election  If  the  count  must  be 
made,  and  if  the  Aldermen  who  happened  to  have  a 
close  vote  can  step  down  and  tut,  it  might  so  happen 
that  there  would  be  a  close  vote  for  the  whola  of  us, 
and  in  that  case  no  one  would  be  here  to  comply  with 
the  law.  I  think  the  appointment  of  men  in  advance 
of  the  election  covers  any  suspicion  of  endeavoring 
to  control  the  result.  No  matter  bow  the  election 
turns  out,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  man  to  take 
his  place  and  perform  his  duty,  no  matter 
wher^  it  strikes.  I  can  riadily  see  that 
in  a  close  election  we  all  might  be  squeamish 
about  counting  votes.  I  think  Aloerman  Frost 
should  accept  the  situation  as  it  is.  His  reputation 
in  this  board  as  well  as  outside  is  a  sufficient  guaran- 
tee. Certainly  as  the  two  gentlemen  stand  alike 
there  should  be  no  hesitation  in  either  one  raiuain- 
ing  at  work.  I  hope  that  not  only  Mr.  Whitten  will 
remain,  bat  Mr.  Frost  also. 

Alderman  Vile* — This  iB  rather  a  peculiar  case.  It 
is  true  that  when  an  Alderman  comes  into  this 
board  he  takes  an  oath  to  do  all  the  duties  which  will 
fall  upon  bioi  during  the  year,  no  matter  what  they 
are.  It  is  one  of  the  duties  of  Aldermen  to  return 
the  ballots,  and  I  believe  there  is  not  a  member  of 
this  board  but  who  would  return  them  correctly. 
When  the  committee  met  first  tbey  followed  the 
usual  custom,  and  discus>cd  the  modes  and 
methods  which  governed  the  Judges  of  Elec- 
tions. But  the  judging  of  the  elections  must  be 
done  by  somebody  else.  Ali  we  have  to  do  uodertbe 
laws  and  ordinances  is  to  return  the  ballots  as  we 


find  them,  and  return  them  correctly  to  the  best  of 
our  ability.  At  our  first  meeting  Alderman  Frost 
declined  to  serve;  the  committee  declined  to  accept 
his  resignation,  but  from  his  extreme  modesty  he  re- 
tired, and  Alderman  Whitten  did  the  same.  The 
committee  talked  with  him  some,  and  a  vote  was 
passed  that  he  be  not  excused.  I  do  not  think  the 
committee  has  any  right  to  excuse  them,  as  that  is 
for  this  board  to  do.  Hut  at  any  rate,  I  put  the  mo- 
tion, and  it  was  voted  that  Alderman  Whitten  serve. 
He  has  served  three  nights,  and  I  think  it  is  just  as 
well  now  for  him  to  continue.  He  is  an  expert  coun- 
ter, and  I  think  it  is  just  as  well  for  him  to  finish  the 
work  as  any  other  member  of  the  board.  The  com- 
mittee are  progressing  rapidly,  and  will  get  through 
in  two  nights  more.  If  Alderman  Frost  has  feelings 
of  delicacy  about  the  matter,  I  do  not  wish  to  force 
him  to  serve. 

Alderman  Frost — I  will  call  attention  to  rule  14  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  which  says  that  no  member 
shall  be  permitted  to  vote,  or  serve  on  any  committee 
or  any  question  where  his  private  right  is  immedi- 
atelyconcerned  distinct  from  the  public  interest. 

Alderman  Hersey — If  the  gentleman  means  to  con- 
strue that  rule  as  applying  to  his  case,  then  I  do  not 
think  any  member  of  this  board  would  be  competent 
to  count. 

The  Chairman— It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  that 
that  rule  refers  more  particularly  to  money  transac- 
tions. Tbe  Chair  would  state  that  be  was  somewhat 
limited  in  the  appointment  of  this  committee.  The 
Alderman  who  ottered  the  order  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  committee  was  placed  at  the  head 
of  the  list  as  usual,  and  Alderman  Whitten  was 
placed  second  on  the  list,  I  think,  because  the 
Chair  considered  him  the  most  expert  counter 
of  the  board.  Alderman  Woolley  respectfully 
asked  me  to  leave  him  off  tbe  committee,  and  Alder- 
men Slade,  Tucker  and  Breck  mude  the  same  re- 
quest. I  selected  seven  Aldfrmcn  who  I  telt  confi- 
dent would  give  us  a  full,  complete  and  honest  re- 
turn of  the  vote  cast.  The  Cuair  thinks  they  are  at 
perfect  libery  to  employ  as  much  assistance!  under 
their  superintendence  and  direction,  as  will  enable 
them  to  do  the  work.  I  do  not  believe  tbe  statute 
requires  the  Aldermen  to  do  impossibilities  It  ap- 
pears to  be  perfectly  competent  for  them  to  employ 
all  the  assistance  necessary  to  complc  e  tbe  work. 
There  are  some  expeit  counters  l.ere  in  City  Hall. 
Here  are  the  reporters  of  the  press,  who  have  been  in 
tbe  habit  of  counting  ballols  for  a  long  series  of 
years,  and  I  have  no  doubt  they  would  be  ready  to 
assist  the  Aldermen  in  i-ettling  this  difficulty. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  am  glad  to  bear  your  construc- 
tion of  that  niie,  because  if  it  were  otherwise,  my 
personal  interest  being  affected  by  my  being  in  clan- 
ger of  an  election,  I  should  have  to  withdraw. 

The  motion  of  Alderman  Breck  that  Aldermen 
Frost  and  Whitten  be  not  excused,  was  adopted. 

MARKET. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  a  leport  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Market  recommending  the  approval  of  the 
transfer  of  Edwin  Head's  interest  in  Stall  No.  32, 
Faneuil  Hall  Market,  to  S.  &  L.  V.  Niles.  Accented. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  and  Orders— Granting  permission  to  the 
Eastern  Railroad  Corporation  to  change  'the  position 
of  its  tracks  on  Austin  street,  so  as  to  conform  to  a 
plan  for  the  relocation  of  said  tracks  drawn  by  H. 
Bissell,  civil  engineer,  dated  Dec.  10,  1881,  and  de- 
posited in  the  office  of  the  City  Clerk. 

lo  establish  the  revised  grade  of  Bowdoin  street, 
beiween  Olney  and  Adams  streets,  in  Dorchester,  as 
showu  by  red  dotted  lines  on  a  plan  dated  August  11, 
1873. 

To  pay  Bernard  Norton  8700  for  grade  damage.,  on 
the  corner  of  Cherry  and  Quincy  streets. 

To  lay  brick  sidewalks  in  frout  of  estates  of  Vinal 
&  Dodge,  287  and  289  Beacon  street;  Henry  Whit- 
well,  385  Commonwealth  avenue;  and  Russell  Stur- 
gis,  191)  Marlborough  street. 

Orders  passed. 

Adjourned,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Breck,  and 
stood  adjourned  to  Tuesday,  December  27tb,  at  4 
o'clock,  P.  M. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 

Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council. 
DECEMBER  2>i,    18«1. 


Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at  7V2 
o'clock  P.  M.,  Charles  E.  Pratt,  President,  in  the 
chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hart,  of  Ward  18,  the  rol>  was 
called,  with  the  following  result: 

Present— Barry,  Bartlett,  Beal,  Bowker,  Boyle, 
Brimbecom,  Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  Costello,  Cot- 
ton, Daly,  Dana,  Devlin,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery, 
Farwell,  Ftsk,  Fitzpatriek,  Folau,  Freeman.  Gove, 
Greenougb,  Harding,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Hunt- 
ress, Lauten,  Lovell,  Maguire,  Mathews.  .1.  A. 
Mclaughlin,  Means,  iV.  M.  Morrison,  P.  Morrison, 
Mullett,  Farkman,  Pray,  Quigley.  Rogers,  Rosnosky, 
Smith,  Swan,  Teevau,  Viles,  Wakefield,  Welch, 
Wharton,  Wheeler,  Whitmore,  Williams,  Harrison— 
54. 

Absent — Bigelow,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Counell, 
Croniu,  Cum  tilings,  Denney.  C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doher- 
ty,  Ford,  McCormick,  P.  J.  McLaughlin,  JliNa- 
mara,  Miirpliv,  Pope,  Powers,  Walsh— 17. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

Communication  from  the  Directors  of  the  East  Bos- 
ton Femes  on  the  subject  of  the  pay  of  ferry  em- 
ployes.   Placed  on  file. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of  Ira 
Russell  &  Co., for  leave  to  erect  a  wooden  building 
on  Albany,  comer  oi  Maiden  street.  Accepted  in 
concurrence. 

message  agreeiug  to  the  proposal  to  hold  a  conven- 
tion on  Saturday,  December  31,  but  placing  the  hour 
at  2  P.  M.  Passed  over  as  debatable  matter,  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  ot  Ward  12. 

Report  and  order  autli"rizinu  permits  to  build  to 
be  issued  to  T.  C.  Woodworth  and  others  named  in 
said  order.  Passed  over  as  debatable  matter,  at 
the  request  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12. 

Order  to  lit  up  and  furnish  rooms  in  the  new  High 
ami  Latin  fchool  building  for  Evening  High  school 
purpo?.es,  and  to  furnish  means  for  lighting  the 
same,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $luoo.  Passeil  over  as 
debatable  mitter,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Child,  of 
Ward  17. 

Order  to  purchase  and  have  distributed,  under  the 
direction  ot  the  Committee  on  Printing,  twenty-five 
copies  of  tUe  Memorial  History  ot  Boston. 

Mi.  lireenough  of  Ward 9 — 1  should  like  to  ask 
whether  that  comes  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing. 

.Mr.  lauten  of  Ward  14 — That  matter  was  fully 
considered  by  the  committee,  who  recommend  that 
25  copies  he  purchased  for  the  Public  Library,  the 
City  Hall  and  other  public  buildings-  About  a  year 
and  a  half  ano  the  agent  of  this  publishing  house 
called  upon  the  committee  and  wanted  the  City  of 
Boston  to  subscribe  for  several  copies  of  ft  is  book, 
but  We  committee  did  not  know  what  it  was  to  be 
aud  they  declined  to  subscribe.  Sioce  then  several 
copies  have  been  issued;  it  proves  to  be  a  good  work 
and  of  a  great  deal  of  interest  to  the  city.  The  com- 
mittee think  that  a  number  of  copies  ought  to  be 
purchased  and  distributed. 

Mr.  Greenougb — The  gentlem.  n  from  Ward  14 
suggests  that  these  copies  shall  be  distributed  to  the 
libraries.  '  am  informed  tliat  the  Public  Library  and 
each  branch  have  a  copy,  ami  am  at  a  loss  to  see 
how  these  25  copies  are  to  be  of  any  pood,  at  the  rate 
of  825  each.  I  cannot  see  what  they  are  to  be  pur- 
chased for  unless  lor  the  Committee  on  Printing.  If 
they  are  to  be  distributed  iu  that  way,  I  think  the 
other  members  of  the  Council  ouuht  to  be  counted 
iu.    I  move  that  this  order  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  prevailed. 
Mr.  Child,  of  Ward  17,  moved  to  reconsider  Lost. 
Notice  ^ent  up. 

Ordea  to  ask  for  an  act  conferring  u,joh  „.  city 
all  the  right,  title  and  interest  ol  the  Commonwealth 
in  the  CI  arles-river  and  Warren  bridges,  ami  sir 
approaches,  together  with  autuoritv  to  discontinue 
the  bridges,  and  sell  the  approaches  when  advisable. 
Passed  in  concurrence. 

GRAMMAR     6CBOOLHOCHE,    KliNIL  WORTH     STREET. 

Mr.  Emery,  of  Ward  18,  called  up  the  past  assign- 
ment No.  18, viz. : 


Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  an  appropriation  to  be  called  "Grammar 
Schoolhouse,  Kenilworth  street,"  of  the  sum  of 
$28,000,  to  be  expended  for  a  site. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  order  a  secoud 
leading. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— In  the  reports  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Instruction  I  signed  the  minor- 
ity report,  for  tue  reason  that  it  seemed  to  me  that 
this  expenditure  was  unnecessary;  that  the  School 
Committee  (vished  to  induce  the  city  to  spend  $28,000 
for  land  and  $U0,0i)0  for  a  new  building  there,  which 
is  entirely  unnecessary  under  the  present  circum- 
stances. When  the  new  High  and  Latin  school 
building  was  being  put  up  ihe  School  Committee 
came  to  the  people  having  that  in  charge  and  re- 
quested them  to  make  haste  in  eouiple'ing  the  bHild- 
ing.  in  order  that  thpy  might  move  the  Roxbury 
High  school  into  it  and  use  t  je  building  occupied 
for  the  Roxbury  High  school  for  a  Grammar  school. 
Tnere  are  15  to  20  vacant  rooms  in  the  High  and 
Latin  school  building,  and  there  is  lvoni  enough 
there  lor  the  Roxbury  High  school  to  move  in.  In 
the  Roxbury  High  school  building  there  is  accom- 
modation for  300  scholars,  and  there  are  180  there,  I 
am  informed.  There  seems  to  be  no  reason  why 
tnose  180  scholars  should  not  be  sent  to  the  central 
building,  and  in  that  way  the  expense  of  $80,000  will 
be  saved  and  hardly  anybody  will  he  put  to  any  in- 
convenience at  all.  Those,  m  short,  arc  the  reasons 
why  I  dissent  from  the  report  of  tne  majority  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21—1  do  not  agree  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  11  exactly  ou  this  question  I 
believe  that  the  site  they  have  selected  for  a  school- 
house  there  is  one  of  the  best  that  has  been  selected 
this  year,  and  tor  many  reasons.  The  City  Council 
have  nothing  whatever  io  do  with  the  question  of  the 
centralization  of  the  schools.  That  is  le.it  entirely 
with  the  School  Committee.  I  believe  the  members 
of  the  School  Committee  are  as  conscientious  in  fhe 
performance  of  their  duty  as  we  are  in  the  per- 
formance of  ours.  I  do  not  believe  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  11  desires  to  bulldoze  the 
School  Committee  into  acting  contrary  to  their 
convictions.  In  my  opinion  the  School  Commit- 
tee acted  very  wisely  in  considering  the  feelings 
of  the  people  of  the  outlying  districts  in  regard  to 
these  High  schools,  ana  m  lefusing  to  consolidate 
them.  As  a  citizen  ot  one  of  the  rural  districts  I 
fee,  and  believe  we  all  feel,  in  regard  to  the  new 
High  school,  that  it  is  pretty  much  as  Artemus  Ward 
fell  on  his  first  visit  to  Boston,  that  it  is  altogether 
too  good  for  us.  A  schoolhouse  that  is  so  fine  and 
asthetic  that  it  will  be  defiled  by  the  presence  of  an 
EveniuK  High  school,  aud  gaslights  for  the  benefit  of 
the  pupils,  is  altogether  too  good  for  us,  and  we 
don't  desire  to  send  our  children  there.  That  ques- 
ticn  was  brought  up  before  the  School  Committee, 
who  guve  a  heanng  on  it.  and  it  apneared  that  the 
people  f  lom  all  the  outlying  districts  were  opposed 
to  it.  The  School  Committee  acted  on  it  justly,  I 
believe.  Our  schoolhotises  in  Roxbury  are  such  as  we 
went  to  wheu  we  were  boys;  we  know  tbej  are  good 
enough  for  us,  and  we  don't  care  anything  about 
moving  into  this  new  High  school  building.  The 
gentleman  trom  Ward  11  says  there  is  no  necessity 
f.-r  Uiis  new  school  building.  As  a  matter  of  fact  I 
am  informed  rliat  the  classes  of  the  .-cbool  are  scat- 
tered about  iu  different  places.  There  is  a  Grammar 
school  for  girls,  and  it  is  desirable  that  they  should 
all  be  kent  in  one  buildiug.  As  soon  as  they  are 
moved  ouV  of  this  budding  it  wiil  be  used  for  a 
Primary  school.  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
11  is  altogether  too  proud  of  his  native  city  to  wish 
to  prevent  the  young  ladies  of  tne  rural  districts 
from  haviug  proper  schoolbouses  in  which  to  be 
educated.  1  think  he  is  entirely  wrong  in  this  re- 
gard, for  the  reason,  as  I  have  said  before,  that  the 
consolidation  of  the  schools  is  something  we  have 
nothing  to  do  with  whatever.  It  is  entirelv  within  the 
province  of  the  School  Committee.  I  hope  the  ma- 
jority re-or   will  be  accepted. 

Mr.  Emery  of  Ward  18—1  agree  to  a  great  extent 
with  what  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11,  my  c  lleague  on  the  committee  who 
brought  in  the  minority  report.  There  is  no  ques- 
tion but  that  the  High  school  building  was  put  up 
with  die  intention  of  consolidating  the  High  schools. 
Those  arguments  were  put  forth  continually  at  the 
time,  and  those  were  the  reasons  why  the  building 
was  made  so  expensivelv,  and  as  large  as  it  is.  But 
1  signed  the  majority  report,  and  am  strong  in  favor 
of  it  for  this  reason:  The  School  Committee  are  the 
ones  to  judge  ot  this  matter  whether  we  shall  have 
one  or  half  d  dozen  High  schools.  As  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  21  has  just  said,  this  question  was 
before  them  in  regard  to  the  Roxbury  High  school. 
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If  there  is  any  reason  Tor  abolishing  any  High 
school  in  the  citv.  there  is  good  reason  for  abolish- 
ing that  in  Roxbury.  Tne  new  High  school  building 
is  more  easily  accessible  from  that  section  than  any 
other.  There  is  more  reason  for  abolishing  the  Rox- 
burv High  school  than  there  is  i'o>  abolishing  that  in 
East  Boston.  The  question  is  whether  we  are  going 
to  allow  the  School  Committee  to  manage  this  school 
as  they  see  tit.  If  I  was  a  member  of  the  School 
Committee  I  might  do  differently.  But  as  a  member 
of  the  City  Council  I  intend  to  vote  to  allow  them  to 
manage  the  schools  as  thev  see  fit,  and  to  put  the 
responsibility  upon  them.  I  think  the  gentleman 
who  last  spoke  might  have  been  saved  a  part  of  hi< 
argument  if  he  had  been  on  our  committee.  The 
only  question  before  us  was  whether  it  was  advisa- 
ble to  try  to  bring  some  influence  upon  the  School 
Committee  to  induce  ihem  to  bring  the  Roxbury 
High  school  clown  to  the  uew  High  school  buildic  g. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  any  need  of  this  new  school  in 
the  Roxbury  district,unless  the  Roxbury  High  school 
is  not  brought  down  to  the  new  High  school 
building.  The  only  question  before  us  is  whether  we 
shajl  irv  to  force  them  to  bring  those  scholars  down  to 
the  new  High  school.  It  was  made  an  issue  before 
the  School  Board.  I  have;  i  Jsed  with  many  mem- 
bers of  the  School  Committee,  both  in  favor  of  abul- 
ishing  and  continuing  the  Roxbury  High  school,  and 
all  of  them  say  the  purpose  of  the  School  Committee 
is  fixed,  and  a  majority  of  them  are  not  in  favor  of 
consolidating  the  schools  as  at  present  arranged. 
The  majority  of  the  outlying  wards  are  in  favor  of 
continuing  the  High  school?  as  they  are  now.  We 
have  already  voted  additional  accommodations  for 
the  East  Boston  High  school,  and  the  question  of 
erecting  a  High  school  building  in  East  Boston  is 
probably  coming  up  next  year.  I  think  it  ia  tbe 
School  Committee's  business  to  attend  to  the  schools 
anrl  decide  how  they  shall  be  conducted.  While  I 
might  object  to  their  plan  if  1  were  a  member  of 
the  School  Committee— I  might  .-ay,  have  one  High 
school  and  have  it  Biled— I  certainly  feel  it  should 
rest  with  them,  and  that  the  resoonsibility  s  lould 
rest  with  them,  and  we  should  have  tbe  citizens  of 
Boston  understand  that  it  is  not  the  City  Council 
which  is  establishing  High  schools  in  different  sec- 
tions of  the  city,  but  that  tha'  remains  with  tbe 
School  Committee,  where  it  belongs.  That  is  the 
reason  I  shall  vote  for  tne  order  in  regard  to  the 
Evening  High  school.  I  shall  vote  for  that,  because  I 
think  the  School  Committee  should  take  the  respon- 
sibility of  running  tbe  schools  and  saying  what 
schools  are  needed. 

Mr.  Whit-more  of  Ward  12—1  should  like  to  inquire 
whether  this  Dillaway  district  is  the  same  in  which 
thev  wish  to  have  some  additional  accommodations 
for  Primary  children,  which  was  referied  to  the 
Comittee  on  Public  Bnildings— whether  it  is  near  the 
Norfolk  House? 

Mr.  Williams— I  think  this  is  the  same  district 
where  that  is  asked  for.  As  has  been  stated  in  re- 
gard to  this  other  matter,  when  the  City  Council 
were  looking  about  for  a  lot  upon  which  to  build  the 
new  High  and  Latin  school  building— upon  which 
$700,000  have  been  spent— this  particular  location 
was  picked  out  because  it  was  the  most  central.  The 
idea  all  that  time  was  that  a.  least  some  of  the  out- 
lying High  schools  should  be  brought  into  the  new 
building  as  soon  as  it  was  finished.  I  believe  the 
building  ought  to  be  used  as  fully  as  it  can.  Eor 
that  reason  it  seems  to  me  they  ought  to  brine  in 
these  outlying  High  schools  as  fast  as  they  can 
without  any  detriment  to  its  success.  '  It  seems 
that  the  School  Committee  are  divided  among 
themselves.  They  appointed  a  sub-committee 
who  reported  recommending  that  the  Rox- 
bury High  school  should  be  given  up,  and  the 
scholars  sent  to  the  new  High  school  building.  When 
that  reDort  came  to  the  School  Committee  tbe  action 
of  the  committee  was  reversed,  and  the  full  commit- 
tee decided  that  the  schools  should  stay  as  they  were. 
It  seems  to  e  tint  a  good  deal  of  fault,  has  been 
found  with  the  School  Committee  for  the'r  unneces- 
sary expenditures.  Here  is  a  ease  where  the  pro- 
posed expenditure  is  entirely  unnecessary,  and  I  do 
not  think  the  City  of  Boston  should  be  required  to 
make  it.  The  law  requires  that  the  City  of  Boston 
shall  be  required  to  maintain  one  Hisrh  school.  We 
are  not  req'uired  to  maii.taio  several  High  schools. 
If  it  was  a  question  of  maintaining  Primary  or  Gram- 
mar schools,  it  would  be  different.  It  seems  to  me 
this  matter  can  be  arranged  wituout  our  going  to  the 
additional  expense. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— Being  one  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Instruction,  to  whom  this  matter 
was  referred,  I  desir.-  to  say  a  word  upon  it.  I  am 
one  of  those  v.  bo  signed  the  majority  report,  and  I 
must  say  1  entirely  disagree  with  the  ground  taken  by 


my  colleague  from  Ward  11.  Let  me  first  state  exact- 
ly the  case  presented  by  hiui.  The  School  Committee 
askforan  appropriation  sufficient  to  build  aGrammar 
schoolhouse.  That  is  the  question  before  us  to-night. 
The  geutlemau  refuses  inat  appropriation  on  this 
ground:  He  says  the  accommodation  in  the  Roxbury 
High  school  is  sufficient  for  the  Grammar  school,  if 
the  pupils  in  the  High  school  are  transferred  to  the 
central  High  school  here  in  Boston.  That  is  his  pro- 
position. He  says,  if  that  is  so  I  refuse  to  grant  this 
appropriation,  because  in  that  way  the  City 
Council  will  be  enabled  to  drive  the  School 
Committee  to  the  position  of  removing  the  pu- 
pils in  the  Roxbury  High  school  to  the  cen- 
tral school  here  in  Boston.  That  is  to  say,  he  re- 
fuses an  appropriation  lor  a  Grammar  school  be- 
cause he  thinks  by  that  means  he  will  be  able 
to  force  the  Scaool  Committee  to  abolish  the  out- 
standing High  school  in  Roxbury.  Now,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  nave  taken  some  trouble  to  investigate  this 
question  to-day,  to  examine  into  cbe  law  and  see 
how  the  City  Council  stands  in  relation  to  the 
School  Committee.  Not  trusting  to  my  own  judg- 
ment, I  have  also  consulted  the  Corporation 
Counsel.  I  find  that  the  City  Council  has  the  power 
to  abolish  every  outlying  High  school  if  they  see 
fit;  that  they  can  by  vote  at  any  time  abolish  any 
and  all  the  outlying  High  schools  in  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton. Whether  or  not  the  School  Commit- 
tee have  concurrent  jurisdiction  —  concurrent  iu 
the  sense  that  they  can  govern  these  ques- 
tions, unless  the  City  Council  choose  to  inter- 
fere—  is  neither  here  nor  there.  But  the  tact 
remains  that  the  City  Council  have  the  right  by 
direct  vote,  if  they  choose,  to  abolish  tbe  outlying 
High  schools.  That  is  the  opinion  I  reached  after 
an  investigation  of  the  statutes  and  a  careful  talk 
with  the  Corporation  Counsel.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
if  that  is  so,  let  ua  by  a  direct  vote  abolish  the  out- 
lying High  schools,  but  let  us  not  have  recourse  to 
such  means  as  are  proposed  in  the  minority  report. 
If  we  wish  to  aDolish  the  outlying  High  schools,  let 
us  have  that  question  raised  before  us;  let  us  have  it 
heard  before  tne  City  Couucil  and  decided  on  its  mer- 
its. I  fail  entirely  to  agree  with  my  colleague  from 
Ward  11,  that  we  should  in  this  indirect  way  force  the 
School  Commit  ee  to  take  a  step  which  we  are  per- 
fect'yable  to  take  opeuly  and  do  for  ourselves.  It  is 
one  of  those  questions  which  are  of  much  importance 
— the  abolition  of  tbe  outlying  Hign  schools.  It  has 
been  broached  in  the  School  Committee,  and  they 
have  given  extended  hearings  upon  it  and  have 
brought  muc  i  thought  to  bear  upon  the  subject. 
They  have  decided  that  they  will  maintain  the  out- 
lying High  schools.  Well,  now,  Mr.  President,  if 
we  choose  t®  act  contrary  to  the  conclusion  reached 
by  the  School  Committee,  we  can  do  so;  but  I  say  let 
us  do  it  in  a  direct  way.  For  uiy  part  I  hope  the 
minority  report  will  not  be  adopted,  but  that  the  re- 
port of  the  majority  will  be  accepted  and  the  order 
passed. 

Mr.  Williams — The  g>  ntleman  who  last  spoke  mis- 
understands me  a  little.  My  object  is  simply  to 
save  the  city  an  unnecessary  expenditure.  1  am 
acting  simply  in  the  interest  of  economv.  It  seems 
to  me  the  grouun  which  I  take  in  that  matter  1m  a 
perfectly  reasonable  one. 

Mr.  Mathews  of  Ward  21— Where  is  the  location 
of  this  piece  of  land  they  propose  to  take? 

Mr.  Wharton— I  cau  explain  it  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, but  not  accu  atel\  unless  we  have  a  map. 
If  the  gentleman  knows  where  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  station  is  in  that  section  of  the  city 
this  proposed  site  is  on  Keuilworth  street,  a  lit- 
tle this  way  frjm  the  street  on  which  the  railroad 
station  is  located.  It  is  about  a  block  nearer  the 
city  proper  than  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  station, 
but  it  is  separated  from  it  by  a  couple  of  rows  of 
houses,  so  there  cau  be  no  disadvantage  from  its 
proximity  to  the  railroad  station,  ifter  a  careful 
examination  of  all  the  property  in  that  vicinity,  the 
committee  came  to  the  conclusion  that  this  piece 
was  the  best  one  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Matthews— I  fail  to  catch  the  location  from 
the  gentleman's  description,  as  I  understand  it.  I 
understand  that  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  station 
is  on  Bartlett  street, and  that  Keuilworth  street  does 
not  approach  it. 

Mr.  Williams — The  High  school  faces  on  Keuil- 
worth street.  The  proposed  site  is  210  feet  from  the 
present  Roxbuiy  High  school,  on  Keuilworth  street. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21 — It  is  the  second  lot  from 
the  coiner  of  keuilworth  street  and  Dudley  street. 
I  think  the  geutlemau  from  Ward  11  has  explained 
his  position  clearly,  that  the  object  of  this  school  is  a 
Grammar  school.  The  City  Council  has  nothing 
■whatever  to  do  with  the  H'gh  school.  The  question 
is  simply  upon  the  necessity  of  a  lot  for  a  Grammar 
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school,  and  I  think  the  gentlemau  from  Ward  11  has 
shown  that  theie  is  a  necessity  for  it.  I  am  informed 
hy  peoole  living  in  that  immediate  vicinity,  with 
whom  1  have  conversed  on  the  subject,  that  the 
pupds  ot  the  Grammar  and  Primary  schools  are 
scattered  about. 

Mr.  Wbitmore  of  Ward  12— All  1  have  to  say  is 
this:  There  was  a  request  made  by  the  School  Com- 
mittee for  more  primary  accommodation"  in  ttis 
district.  The  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings 
reports  that  lie  cannot  find  a  room  to  hire;  conse- 
quently the  onlv  relief  we  can  find  is  to  build.  As  I 
understand,  the  Primary  school  is  in  the  same  con- 
dition. We  have  more  scholars  than  we  have  ac- 
commodations fo>.  So  far  as  I  can  see  there  is  n« 
help  for  die  City  Council  in  the  matter.  I  therefore 
move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Williams  asked  Mr.  Whitmore  to  withdraw 
the  motion  to  enable  him  to  offer  a  motion  to  sub- 
slitute  the  minority  report  in  ti-e  matter  of  the  order 
to  purchase  (which  stood  next  on  tha  programme) 
but  Mi.  Whitmore  declined. 

The  main  question  was  ordered.  The  order  was 
read  a  second  time  and  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11 — I  should  like  to  say  in 
justice  to  the  gentlemau  from  Ward  11 — I  was  not  in 
at  the  time  the  matter  was  called  up— that  in  my  re- 
marks I  was  discussing  assignment  No.  19,  (the  order 
to  purchase,)  and  1  desire  to  make  this  statement, 
because  otherwise  my  remarks  might  seem  irrele- 
vant. 

The  order  was  passed,  yeas  54,  nays  6. 

Yeas — Bartlett,  Beal,  Bigelow,  Bowker,  Boyle, 
Brimbecom,  Brown,  H.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Costello,  Cot- 
ton, Cronin,  Cummings.  Da'y,  Dana,  Devliu,  Dud- 
ley, Eddy,  Emery,  Fisk,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Ford, 
Greenough,  Harding,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Hun- 
tress, Lauten,  Loveli,  Maguiie,  Mathews,  J.  A.  Mc- 
Laughlin, P.  J.  McLaughlin,  McNamara,  Means, 
N.  M.  Morrison,  P.  Morrison,  Powers,  Pratt,  Pray, 
Quigley,  Roaers,  Bosnoskv,  Smith,  Swan,  Teevan, 
Viles,  Wakefield,  WeLh,  Wharton.  Wheeler,  Whit- 
more, HarriBon— -54 

Nays— Child,  Freeman,  Gove,  Mullett,  Parkmau, 
Williams— 6. 

Absent  and  not  Toting— Barry,  H.  B.  Clam),  Cor. 
nell,  Denney,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Doherty,  Farwell, 
McCormiek,  Murphy,  Pope,  Walsh— 11. 

CITY  POINT  PARK. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  the  rule 
was  suspended,  aud  the  Council  took  from  the  table 
past  assignment  No.  32,  being  the  reconsideration  of 
the  rejection  of  the  order  for  a  loan  for  the  C.ty 
Point  park  (City  Doc.  124.)  &c. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed,  and  the  question 
came  upon  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Dana,  of  Ward  14,  ofteied  the  following  as  an 
amendment  in  the  form  of  a  substitute: 

Ordced,  Tuat  the  City  Treasurer  be  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  borrow,  ander  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  the  bonds  or  certificates  ot  debt  to 
lie  issued  in  negotiating  this  loan  to  be  denominated 
on  the  face  thereof  "The  Public  tark  Loan,"  aid  to 
bear  such  rate  ot  interest  as  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance shall  determine;  and  the  Park  Commissioners 
are  hereby  authorized  to  expend  said  sum  for  the 
taking  in  fee,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  for  the  pur- 

Eose  of  a  public  park,  lands  to  the  amount  of  one 
undred  thousand  dollars,  in  assessed  valuation  for 


a  marine  park  at  City  Point. 
Mr.  Parkman  of  Wm 


vard  !i— I  would  ask  for  some 
reason  for  the  amendment  sugeested  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  14.  I  see  the  order  before  us  is  for 
t;lr)0,iNin,  which  I  do  not  believe  is  any  lei-s  thau  the 
land  can  be  obtained  for,  yet  the  gentleman  offers  an 
order  for  $10ii,uii0. 

Mr.  Dana — There  is  some  slight  difference  in  the 
wording  of  the  amendment  and  the  original  order 
passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10 — 1  should  like  to  inquire 
if  that  amendment  is  in  order,  it  being  worded  ex- 
actly like  the  order  rejected  at  our  previous  meeting, 
when  the  substitute  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Matthews  of  Ward  21 — I  would  ask  if  the  gen- 
tleman who  last  spoke  was  in  order,  not  being  in  his 
teat? 

The  President— The  gentleman  from  Ward  10  had 
changed  bis  seat  with  the  leave  of  the  President,  and 
was  in  or<ter  onder  the  rule.  The  amendment  being 
identical  with  the  original  order,  which  was  rejected, 
is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Dana — I  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule  that  1 
may  offer  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Freeman— Would  that  allow  the  gentleman  to 
offer  a  substitute  worded  the  seme  as  the  one  which 
has  been  rejected? 


The  President — The  Chair  tniuks  the  mere  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule  would  not  enable  him  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Fiveman— I  move  the  previous  question  on 
the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  understand  this  is  a  matter  which 
has  been  a  little  complicated  by  the  points  that  have 
been  raised.  The  Chair  has  rightly  ruled  that  the 
substitute  is  the  same  as  the  original  order,  and  that 
a  suspension  of  the  rule  would  not  cover  the  offering 
of  the  amendment.  1  hope  the  motion  for  the  pre- 
vious question  will  not  prevail,  because  the  proper 
and  usual  vote  to  be  taken  would  be  so  resciud  the 
vote  by  which  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  was  adopted.  There  is,  of  course,  a  way 
provided  by  parliamentary  law  by  which  the  Council 
can  correct  any  error  or  even  change  its  opinion. 
The  rules  are  made  for  our  comfort  in  the  transac- 
tion of  business,  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  cumber- 
ing our  proceedings.  I  would  ask  the  Chair,  there- 
lore,  whether  the  proper  motion  would  not  be  to  re- 
scind the  vote  by  which  tne  amendment  was  adopt- 
ed. 

The  President— The  Chair  thinks  it  would  not  be 
in  order  id  that  form.  Since  the  adoption  oi  the 
substitute  the  Council  has  ordered  the  amended 
order  to  a  second  reading.  The  amendment  having 
been  adopted  before  the  order  was  passed  to  its  sec- 
ond reading,  it  would  be  necessary  to  rescind  the 
vote  by  which  the  order  was  passed  to  a  second  read- 
in?,  before  the  gentleman  could  move  to  rescind  the 
vote  by  which  die  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Whitmore— It  I  understand  the  Cb air  rightly 
the  rescinding  process  can  be  carried  back  to  that 
point;  that  it  would  be  in  order  to  move  to  rescind 
the  vote  by  which  it  was  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing, and  then  rescind  the  vote  by  which  the  amend- 
ment was  adopted. 

The  President — The  Chair  is  ready  to  take  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  gentlemau  from  Ward  12  on  that 
point. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  would  make  that  suggestion, 
that  we  can  rescind  that  vote,  and  it  will  stand  pre- 
cisely as  before  the  amendment  was  adopted.  As  I 
understand,  the  recinding  process  duly  and  properly 
made,  can  be  carried  back  to  the  beginning  just  as 
the  first  reconsideration  can  be  taken.  I  would  ask 
the  Chair  if  I  am  right. 

The  Presidents — Does  the  gentleman  trom  Ward  12 
make  that  motion. 

Mr.  Whitmore— 1  am  precluded  from  making  that 
motion  at  present,  because  1  understand  the  call  for 
the  previous  question  has  been  made.  But  1  made 
the  inquiry  whether  the  moiioo  can  be  made  in  caBe 
the  previous  question  is  not  ordered. 

The  President— The  Chair  thinks  that  motion  can 
be  made. 

Mr.  Freeman— I  do  not  know  what  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  is  driving  at.  I  want  the  order  passed. 
I  think  we  have  got  to  such  a  stage  that  we  can  pass 
it.  His  idea  may  be  to  kill  it.  I  want  it  passed.  I 
hope  the  previous  question  will  be  ordered  on  the 
passage  of  this  order,  which  provides  a  suificient 
amount  of  money  to  buy  the  land,  and  the  Park  Com- 
missioners can  come  in  with  a  request  for  authority 
to  take  such  land  as  thev  cannot  buy,  as  they  did  on 
the  Back  Bay  park.  I  cannot  see  anything  to  be 
gained   by  rescinding  the  adoption  of  the  substitute. 

Mr.  Whitmore — 1  hope  the  motion  for  the  previous 
question  will  not  be  cairied.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  has  exactly  explained  the  matter.  The  or- 
dering of  the  main  question  will  compel  the  Council 
to  vote  on  the  measure  in  the  wav  the  gentleman 
wants  it.  Notwithstanding  the  mistaken  form  in 
which  the  matter  haB  been  brought  in  this  evening, 
thechair  has  decided  that  if  the  call  for  the  previous 
question  is  rejected,  we  shall  then  have  a  chance  to 
voie  for  the  measure  in  the  Bame  way  it  came  from 
the  Board  of  Aloermen.  If  the  main  question  is 
ordered  the  only  thing  we  can  do  is  to  put  the  ques- 
tion in  the  form  which  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  10  offered.  It  is  not  the  order  which  came 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen:  it  was  introduced 
by  the  gentleman  for  the  purpose  of  killing 
tne  measure.  He  has  put  in  a  substitute  for 
the  purchasing  of  land,  which  is  not  the  way 
park  measures  can  be  carried,  as  we  know.  We  ail 
know  that  we  rejected  his  substitute  for  the  West 
Roxburv  park  order,  and 

Mr.  Freeman— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The  gen- 
tleman is  not  discussing  the  question  before  the  house. 

The  President — The  question  before  the  house  i9, 
shall  the  main  question  be  put? 

Mr.  Whitmore— 1  do  not  know  any  better  way 
than  to  expose  the  gentleman's  reasons  for  ordering 
the  main  question.  The  previous  question,  if  or- 
dered, means  that  we  must  vote  ouly  upon  the  gen- 
tleman's substitute  by  which  he  intends  to  kill  the 
measure. 
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A'r,  Parkinau  of  Ward  9—1  raise  the  point  of 
order  that  it  is  not  in  order  tor  the  gentleman  to 
discuss  the  motives  of  auy  other  memher  of  the 
Council. 

Tlie  President — The  Chair  thinks  it  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Freeman  —My  motive  for  putting  in  the  sub- 
stitute was  to  limit  the  amount  of  mouey  to  be  paid 
for  the  land  purchased.  That  was  my  object  on  all 
the  other  orciers.  1  have  been  in  favor  of  putting 
the  city  park  through.  I  have  done  all  I  can  this 
year  on  the  Committee  on  Parks  auo  in  this  Coun- 
cil, and  will  do  all  I  can  next  year  for  the  City  Point 
park,  which  is  more  than  I  can  say  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12.  1  have  not;  put  this  amendment  in 
for  the  purpose  of  killing  the  measure,  but  I  have 
increased  the  amount  to  such  a  sum  as  I  think  the 
Park  Commissioners  can  purchase  the  land  for,  and 
with  which  I  think  they  can  buy  all  or  nearly  all  the 
land  it  is  proposed  to  take. 

Mr.  Whitmore- 1  confess  that  the  Chair  adminis- 
tered a  proper  rebuke  in  saying  I  had  no  right  to 
impute  motives.  I  should  have  used  the  words  ob- 
vious purpose,  which  nobody  can  deny.  I  would 
say  that  one  member  of  the  Board  af  Aldermen, 
deeply  interested  in  the  South  Boston  park,  came  to 
me  and  begged  that  the  Common  Council  should  not 
make  any  change  iu  the  order  as  passed  by  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  because  it  could  not  be  properly  con- 
sidered by  them  at  the  remaining  meetings,  and  it 
would  amount  to  almost  a  defeat  of  the  South  Boston 
paik  this  \ ear.  The  change  ties  up  the  bands  of  the 
Park  Commissioners,  ana  allows  them  to  take  only 
such  lands  as  they  can  buy.  It  is  an  entire  depar- 
ture from  ihe  custom  we  have  adopted.  A  vote  for 
the  previous  question,  which  will  tie  us  to  the  order 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  is  a  vote 
against  the  South  Boston  park. 

Tne  main  question  was  declared  ordered.  Mr. 
Whitmore  doubled  the  vote,  and  on  his  motion  the 
yeas  aud  nays  were  ordered.  The  Council  refused 
to  order  the  main  question — yeas  18,  nays  39: 

Yeas— Beal,  Bigelow,  Brimbecom,  Brown,  Child, 
Cuminings,  Eddy,  Freeman,  (Jreenough,  Huntress, 
Mathews,  Parkman,  Swan,  Viles,  Welch,  Wharton, 
Wheeler,  Williams— 18. 

Nays— Bartlett,  Boyle,  H.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Cotton, 
Cronin,  Daly,  Dana,  Devlin,  C,  F.  Doherty,  Dudley, 
Emery,  Farwell,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Ford,  Gove, 
Harding,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Maguire, 
McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin, 
McNamara,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Powers, 
Pray,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Rosnosky,  Smith,  Teevan, 
W.ikeheld,  Whuroore,  Harrison— 39. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Barry,  Bowker,  H.  B. 
Clapp,  Connell,  Costello,  Denuey,  J.  Doherty,  Fis%, 
Hart,  Means,  P.  Morrison,  Murphy,  Pope,  Walsh 
—14. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  Council  voted  to 
rescind  the  vote  by  which  the  order  as  amended  by 
the  adoption  of  Mr.  Freeman"s  substitute  was  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  it  was  voted  to  re- 
scind the  vote  whereby  the  original  ordei  was 
amended,  by  the  adoption  of  the  substitute,  and  the 
question  then  came  upon  giving  the  original  order 
as  reported  by  the  committee  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  have  only  to  suggest  now  that 
the  order  has  come  back  to  its  original  position,  and 
that  we  start  all  afresh. 

Mr.  Uartlett  of  Ward  15—1  wish  to  say  something 
in  relation  to  this  South  Boston  park,  to  show  why  1 
have  taken  the  action  I  have  on  the  matter  of  parks 
before  this  City  Council.  «V  hen  I  was  elected  last 
fall  there  was  much  said  against  the  project  for 
parks,  and  I  believe  to-day  that  the  taxpayers  of 
South  Boston  are  not  interested  in  parks  so  much  as 
a  great  many  people  believe  they  are  I  believe  a 
park  at  South  Boston  Point  is  going  to  injure  South 
Boston.  If  business  could  be  carried  there  and  the 
land  devoted  to  manufacturing  purposes,  I  believe  it 
would  be  of  more  interest  to  the  taxpayers.  I  believe 
this  is  going  to  be  a  circus  ground  on  Sundays,  which 
will  be  an  annoyance  to  a  great  many  people,  and  for 
that  reason  I  take  the  action  I  have  on  this  question 
of  parks.  I  bel  ieve  the  poor  people  of  Boston  have  got 
to  pay  this  money  for  these  parks,  principal  and  in- 
terest. It  is  said  that  the  poor  people  will  not  have 
to  pay  if,  but,  Mr.  President,  I  don't  believe  any  such 
thing.  They  will  have  to  pay  it  on  rents,  and  it  has 
got  to  come  out  of  theii  earnings.  It  is  uiy  opinion 
that  when  parks  are  needed  the  interest  which  will  be 
paid  fortbe  money  we  propose  to  spend  now  will  buy 
the  purks  at  that  time.  South  Boston  will  be  a  park 
for  the  next  twenty  years  as  much  as  it  has 
been  for  the  last  twenty,  whether  the  City  of 
Boston  lays  out  a  park  there  now  or  not. 
The  establishment  of  a  park  there  will  be  tne 
means  of  creating  a  nuisance  there  on  Sundays  and 


annojing  people  who  want  to  spend  that  day  in  the 
peace  and  quiet  of  their  homes.  I  hope  the  ordei 
will  not  pass  at  the  piesent  time. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14—1  should  not  have  said  a 
word  it  the  gentleman  from  Ward  15  had  not  said 
something  to-night.  I  am  free  to  say  that  he  does 
net  repiesent  the  people  of  South  Boston,  and  I 
think  the  last  elt  ctiou  shows  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 

:■«  The  original  order  as  reported  by  the  committee 
was  ordered  to  a  second  reading,  read  a  second  time 
and  missed  in  concurrence.    Yeas,  50;  nays,  9. 

Yeas — Barry,  Bigelow,  Bowker,  Boyle,  Brown,  H. 
Clapp,  Conlin.  Costello,  Cronin,  Cuminings,  Da.y, 
Dana.  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty.  Dudley,  Farwell,  Fisk, 
Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Ford,  Freeman,  Greenougn, 
Harding,  Harrison,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosiey,  Lauten, 
Lovell,  Maguire,  Mathews,  McCormick,  P.  J.  Mc- 
Laughlin, McNamara,  Means,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P. 
Morrison.  Mullett,  Murphy,  Parkman,  Powers,  Pray, 
Quigley,  Rogers,  Rosuoskv.  Smith,  Teevan,  Viles, 
"Wakefield,  Whitmore,  "Williams — 50. 

Nays— Bartlett,  Beal,  Brimbecom,  Cotton,  Eddy, 
Emery,  Huntress,  Swan,  Wharton — 9. 

Absent  or  not  voting— H .  B.  Clapp,  Connell,  Cot- 
ton, Denney,  J.  Doherty,  Gove,  J.  A.  McLaughlin, 
Murphy,  Pope,  Walsh,  Welch,  Wheeler — 12. 

Mr.  Lauten  moved  to  reconsider,  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail. 

THE  ARNOLD  ARBORETUM. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Ward  11,  moved  to  suspend  the 
rule  in  order  to  move  to  take  up  No.  14  of  the  pro- 
gramme, under  the  head  of  unfinished  business,  viz: 

Orders  for  the  taking  of  the  Arnold  Arborttnm 
and  the  purchase  or  taking  of  adjoining  lauds  for 
park  purposes.    (City  Doc.  134,  amended). 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10 — In  order  that  there  may 
be  no  unnecessary  debate  on  this  question,  I  move 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — I  raise  the  point  of  order,  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  10  is  not  in  his  seat,  and  can- 
not be  recognized  by  the  Chair. 

The  President— The  gentleman  from  "Ward  10  is 
out  of  bis  seat  by  leave  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  merely  wish  to  suggest  that  be- 
fore this  matter  is  pressed  in  this  way,  it  would  be 
only  fair  and  reasonable  to  take  up  the  East  Boston 
park  first,  as  it  will  probably  create  no  debate.  If 
the  gentlemen  wish  to  force  the  issue  on  this  matter 
I  am  ready. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  Mr.  Williams  moved 
that  the  orders  be  taken  up  for  consideration  at  the 
present  time. 

Mr.  Freeman— I  move  the  previous  question  on 
the  passage  of  the  orders  to  a  second  reading. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  giving  the 
orders  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
Chair  did  not  correctly  state  the  motion  before  the 
house.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Chair  to 
the  fact  that  the  record  shows  that  when  we  ad- 
journed the  pending  question  was  on  the  motion  to 
specially  assign  further  consideration  of  the  subjeet 
to  the  next  meeting  at  eight  o'clock.  It  strikes  me 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  is  "slightly  pre- 
vious" in  moving  the  previous  question  on  that  mo- 
tion. If  he  wants  to  put  it  over  to  the  next  meeting 
at  eight  o'clock,  I  have  no  objection. 

The  President — The  Chair  was  in  error.  The 
queslion  is  upon  the  motion  to  take  up  the  matter  at 
the  present  time. 

The  Council  voted  to  take  up  the  matter  at  the 
present  time. 

The  President; — The  question  is  upon  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10,  to  assign  to  this 
meeting  at  eight  o'clock.  The  Chair  would  rule 
that  that  motion  falls. 

Mr.  Whitmore— That  motion  having  dropped,  there 
is  a  motion  pending  to  recommit. 

The  President — The  Chair  was  about  to  state  the 
question  on  that  motion.  The  question  is  upon  the 
motion  to  recommit  to  the  Special  Committee  on  the 
Arnold  Arboretum. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Before  that  question  is  put  I  wish 
to  have  the  Council  consider  the  matter.  The  reason 
I  moved  to  recommit  was  that  the  principle  involved 
has  already'  been  given  up.  The  gentleman  from 
Ward  11,  Mr.  Williams,  proposed  an  amendment  by 
which  we  undertake  to  instruct  the  Park  Commis- 
sioners as  to  what  terms  or  upon  what  terms  they 
shoula  make  a  bargain  with  Harvard  college.  The 
legality  of  that  is  certainly  open  to  some  queslion. 
1  have  submitted  questions  to  the  Corpoiation  Coun- 
sel covering  the  point,  and  1  understand  the  Park 
Commissioners  have  done  so.  Owing  to  the  ingen- 
iously perfected  measure  which  came  from  the  gen- 
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tleman  from  Ward  11, 1  presume  the  Corporation 
Counsel  will  hardly  wish  to  give  an  opinion,  because 
it  proposes  to  confer  power  upon  him.  The  only 
way  for  us  to  get  out  of  this  matter  is  to  recommit, 
because  by  an  excess  of  zeal  the  getitleinau 
from  Ward  11  moved  reconsideration  on  bis 
amendment,  and  tbe  refusal  to  reconsider  will 
prevent  us  from  rescinding  that  vote.  Now  the 
proposition  is  that  all  matters  in  dispute  shall  go 
to  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  Counsel  as  well  as  to 
the  Park  Cou  luissioners  and  Harvard  College. 
There  are  hardly  any  two  persons  less  likeh  to  be 
familiar  wiih  that  subject  than  the  Mayor  and  Cor- 
poration Counsel.  Tbe  City  Physician  who  is  to  as- 
sume the  duties  ot  Mayor  on  tbe  1st  of  January  is 
no.,  particular')'  interested  in  the  subject.  The 
Corporation  Counsel  is  not  particularly  versed 
In  the  wishes  of  persons  interested  in  parks. 
1  doubt  if  he  has  considered  the  matter  for  a 
moment.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  agree- 
ment should  be  made  by  the  Park  Commissioners 
in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  contract- 
ing parties,  viz.,  the  City  Council  ami  Harvard 
College.  That  being  so,  wny  should  not  tbe  or- 
ders be  recommitted  and  be  reported  back  to 
us  at  the  next  meeting  with  a  proper  under- 
standing. 1  have  made  that  suggestion  here 
and  have  yet  to  hear  auv  sound  reason  why  it  should 
not  be  considered,  so  long  as  the  favorers  of  this 
measure  have  already  confessed  that  it  is  proper  for 
us  to  instruct  the  Park  Commissioners  as  to  the 
terms  that  we  want,  wby  should  not  this  matter  go 
back  to  a  competent  committee  to  see  what  the  mat- 
ter is.  I  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Ar- 
boretum because  they  understand  about  it.  If  anv- 
bodv  would  prefer  to"  see  that  committee  made  up  of 
live  stronger  friends  of  the  arboretum  than  I  an,  I 
should  be  glad  to  ue  excused  from  serving  upon  the 
comixittee.  Let  us  have  a  strong  committee  to  go 
out  there  and  see  it.  I  decline  to  believe  that  a  snap 
judgment  maile  in  that  way,  by  picking  uo  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel  and  the  Mayor  to  decide  upon  dis- 
puted matters,  was  a  wise  and  good  vote.  The 
friends  of  the  measure  and  those  who  look 
into  the  legal  bearings  of  the  case  ought  to 
agree  to  vote  to  recommit,  with  instructions 
to  report  at  tbe  next  meeting.  I  venture  to 
say  in  behalf  of  the  committee  that  they  can  and 
will  report  at  a  meeting  a  week  from  to-night  much 
better,  and  with  more  satisfactory  terms  for  an 
agreement  than  the  ones  which  now  exist. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams  the  main  question  was 
ordered. 

The  order  as  amended  was  passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  Freeman — I  move  a  suspension  of  tbe  rule, 
that  the  order  maybe  passed  to-night,  aud  I  trove 
the  previous  question. 

The  Presidents — The  gentleman  is  not  in  order,  as 
the  order  has  not  taken  its  second  reading. 

The  order  as  amended  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
tbe  question  was  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Freeman — 1  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
and  move  the  previous  question  on  that  motion. 

The  President— A  suspension  of  the  rule  is  not  re- 
quired- 
Mr.  Whitmore — I  must  confess  myself  astonished. 
As  there  are  two  orders  I  call  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  as  it  is  impossible  to  put  them  together. 

Tbe  President — The  Chair  will  note  your  call  for  a 
division  of  the  question. 

Mr.  Whitmore — In  that  case,  the  previous  question 
not  being  in  order,  I  propose  to  offer  an  amendment 
to  the  order  now  pending,  and  that  is  to  strike  out 
tbe  words  "and  said  commissioners  are  authorized  to 
lease."  The  fact  is  that  the  act  .  equires  tuat  the 
lease  must  be  made  by  the  City  of  Bo.-ton.  I  there- 
fore move  that  the  words  authorizing  the  I'ark  Com- 
missioners  to  make  the  lease  be  stricken  out,  and  I 
sbali  renew  my  motion  to  send  this  matter  back  to 
the  committee  to  see  now  the  order  should  be  con- 
structed. This  is  a  matter  which  runs  the  risk  of 
being  brouebt  into  the  courts.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gen- 
tlemen uere  who  are  lawyers  to  look  at  that  point 
and  consider  it.  The  act  expressly  states  that  the 
City  of  Boston  may  lease  these  lauds,  and  we  pro- 
pose to  pass  au  order  authorizing  the  commissioners 
to  do  it.  It  is  not  a  case  of  signing  a  lease,  which 
has  to  be  done  by  the  Mayor.  It  seems  to  me  the 
provision  is  incorrect,  and  there  ought  to  be  some 
amendment  to  cover  the  matter,  and  the  order  ought 
not  to  be  passed  in  its  present  form.  I  would  also 
move  to  further  amend  by  striking  out  the  words 
'•Mayor  and  Corporation  Counsel,"  and  iusert  the 
words  "Citv  Council."  It  the  order  is  amended  on 
those  points  I  have  no  objection  to  it  particularly, 
that  I  know  of.  It  seem.-,  to  me  we  ought  not  to  leave 
this  matter  so  that  the  rules  and  regulations  shall  bo 


to  the  satisfaction  of  tbe  Mayor  and  Corporation 
Counsel.  Tbey  ought  to  be  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
City  Council.  But  still  thatis  not  of  so  much  import- 
ance as  it  is  to  see  that  the  power  ot  leas- 
ing is  exercised  by  the  right  persons.  I  think  I  am 
entitled,  instead  of  having  an  attempt  made  to  force 
this  through  by  tbe  previous  question,  to  have  an 
answer  from  some  person  here  whether  the  order  is 
technically  right  in  form  al  tbe  present  time.  If  I 
au.  not  right,  I  move  to  strike  out  tbe  words  "said 
commissioners  are  authorized  to  lease"  and  substi- 
tute therefor  the  words  "the  Committee  on  tbe  Ar- 
nold Arboretum  are  authorized  to  lease."  If  the 
lease  is  to  be  made  let  it  be  done  by  proper  persons. 
If  that  does  not  meet  the  wish  of  the  Council  I  am 
willing  to  substitute  any  joint  committee,  but  the 
power  must  be  exercised  by  tbe  City  Council.  At  all 
events,  let  us  have  the  lease  executed  by  tbe  proper 
persons. 

The  President — The  Chair  will  take  this  occasion 
to  remark  tbat  conversation  in  the  Council 
chamber  has  reached  a  point  during  this  eve- 
ning which  makes  it  very  difficult  for  those 
addressing  the  Chair  to  be  understood  at  the 
desK.  If  gentlemen  will  take  a  little  more  care  in 
their  conferences  and  audible  conversation,  it  will 
verv  much  tacilitate  business  and  relieve  those  who 
have  to  give  strict  attention  to  the  proceed- 
ings. 

Air.  Hart  of  Ward  18—1  see  in  the.  act  of  the  legis- 
lature by  which  we  are  empowered  to  do  this  tnat 
the  City  of  Boston  is  authorized  to  lease  such  portion 
of  said  arboretum  as  may  be  agreed  upon  be- 
tween the  Park  Commissioners  and  the  Presi- 
dent ami  Fellows  of  Harvard  College.  That  cer- 
tainly gives  the  City  of  Boston  the  right  to  lease 
it.  Now,  sir,  has  not  the  City  of  Boston  the 
right  to  delegate  to  the  Park  Com  nissioners  the 
power  to  uistke  that  lease,  or  delegated  to  any  other 
coinniiss-'on?  If  we  have  not  that  right,  what  rights 
have  we?  We  have  to-night  passed  orders  giving 
power  to  certain  men  to  do  certain  things.  It  does 
seem  to  me  that  if  common  sense  ana  reason  are  to 
govern  us,  we  certainly  have  the  right  to  delegate 
this  power  to  those  parties,  when  we  have  that  right 
conferred  by  tbe  legislature. 

Mr.  Williams— I  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Whitmore—  May  I  inquire  on  what  the  previ- 
ous question  w  ould  be? 

Tbe  President— The  question  will  be  first  put  ou 
the  amendment  and  then  upon  the  orders. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  take  it  that  it  can  be  moved  only 
on  one  of  tbe  orders  as  the  first  order  only  is  before 
us,  and  the  other  is  nor. 

The  President — Both  orders  are  before  the  Coun- 
cil, but  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  having  called 
for  a  division  of  the  question  the  vote  must  be  taken 
on  each  order  separately. 

Mr.  Whitmore — If  the  first  question  has  not  been 
put  it  is  still  before  the  Council.  The  previous  ques- 
tion cannot  be  applied  to  two  matters  which  must  be 
voted  on  separately.     The  terms  of   the  previous 

Question  are  that  the  main  question  shall  now  be  put. 
think  the  gentleman's  motion  will  only  reach  so  far 
as  the  first  order. 

Mr.  Williams — I  would  like  to  inquire  if  both  these 
orders  are  not  before  tbe  house. 

The  Presidents — 'J  he  CLair  understands  that  they 
are. 

Mr.  Williams — Then  I  should  like  to  ask  if  tbepre- 
viou  question  cannot  be  applied  to  all  matters  be- 
fore the  house  for  consideration? 

The  President— The  Chair  thinks  it  can,  but  at  the 
same  time  he  thinks  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
can  call  for  a  division  on  that. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21 — I  hope  the  previous  ques- 
tion v/ill  not  be  put.  I  have  opposed  this  measure 
from  the  commencement.  If  I  understand  correct- 
ly,  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  11  is  made  a  condition  ol  the  order,  aud  I  was 
prepared  to  vote  for  it  on  that  condition.  But  I 
think  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  is  entirely  correct,  and  I  think  the  Council  ought 
to  consider  it  well.  I  would  like  to  understand  this 
matter  thoroughly  so  as  to  vote  upon  it  intelligently. 
I  would  also  like  an  opportunity  to  explai  i  my  rea- 
sons for  changing  my  vote.  If  the  previous"  ques- 
tion is  put  now,  I  dont  see  how  I  can  do  otherwise 
than  vote  against  it. 

Tbe  main  question  was  ordered  on  ttie  first  order. 

The  President— The  question  is  upon  the  amend- 
ment to  strike  out  ttie  words  "and  said  commission- 
ers are  authorized  tc  lease." 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  fear  that  the  Chair  did  not  un- 
derstand me.  I  also  moved  to  insert  the  words  so 
that  the  Committee  on  Arnold  Arboretum  be  author- 
ized to  make  the  lease. 

Mr.  Parkman— I  do  not  see  how  the  Committee  ou 
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Arnold  Arboretum  can  make  the  lease,  it  not  being 
a  standing  committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  suggest  that  or  any  other 
suitable  committee — the  Committee  on  Commou  and 
Squares,  or  the  Committee  on  Parks,  which  are 
Joint  Committees.  That  was  the  way  I  put  the  mo- 
tion in  the  first  place.  It  makes  no  difference  to 
me.  I  wish  to  have  it  understood  that  I  desire  to 
have  the  lease  made  by  the  proper  committee. 

Mr.  Whitmore's  amendment  was  rejected.t; 

The  first  order  as  amended  was  passed;  yeas  54, 
nays  0. 

Yeas— Beal,  Bigelow,  Bowker,  Boyle,  Brimbecom, 
Brown.  Child,  H.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Costello,  Cronin, 
dimming?,  Dana,  Devlin,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery, 
Farwell,  Fisk,  Fitzpatrick,  Ford,  Freeman,  Gove, 
Greenough,  Harding,  Harrison,  Hart,  Hdton,  Hos- 
ley,  Huntress,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Maguire,  Mathews, 
McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin, 
N.  M.  Morrison,  P.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Parkman, 
Pray,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Rosnosky,  Smith,  Swan,  Tee- 
van,  Viles,  Wakefield,  Welch,  Wharton,  Wheeler, 
Williams— 54. 

Nays— 0. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Bartlett,  H.  B.  Clapp, 
Connel],  Cotton,  Daly,  Denny,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Do- 
heity,  Folan,  McNamara,  Means,  Murphy,  Pope, 
Powers,  Walsh, 'Whitmore— 17 

Mr.  Freeman  moved  to  reconsider,  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail.    Lost. 

The  President— 'Die  question  now  is  upon  the 
amendment  ottered  by  the  gentleman  to  the  second 
order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams  the  main  question  was 
ordered. 

The  President — There  is  no  amendment  applying 
to  the  second  order. 

The  second  order  was  passed;  yeas  52,  nays  0. 

Yeas — Beal,  Bigelow,  Bowker,  Brimbecom, Brown, 
Child,  H.  Clapp,  Costello,  Cronin,  Cummings,  Dana, 
Otis,  Devlin,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell,Fitzpat- 
rick.Foian,  Ford,  Freeman, Gove,  Greenough,  Hard- 
ing, Harrison,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Huntress,  Lau- 
ten, Loveil,  Maguire,  Mathews,  McCormick,  J.  A. 
McLaughlin,  P."J.  McLaughlin,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P. 
Morrison,  Mullett,  Parkman,  Pray,  Quigley,  Rogers, 
Kosnoskv,  Sniiih,  Swan,  Teevan,  Viles,  "Wakefield, 
Welch,  Wharton,  "Wheeler,  Williams— 52. 

Nays — None. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Barry,  Bartlett,  Boyle, 
H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Connell,  Cotton,  Daly,  Denney, 
C.  F.  Doharty,  J.  Doherty,  Fisk,  McNamara,  Means, 
Murphy,  Pope,  Power3,  Walsh,  Whitmore — ]9. 

Mr.  Freeman  moved  to  reconsider,  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail.    Lost.    Severally  sent  up. 

EAST  BOSTON  PARK. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lovell,  of  Ward  1,  the  rule  was 
suspended,  and  the  Council  took  from  the  table  the 
substitute  order  for  a  loan  of  $50,000  for  land  for  the 
East  Boston  park.    (City  Doc.  139.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gove,  of  Ward  1,  the  Council 
rescinded  the  vote  whereby  was  adopted  the  substi-, 
tute  order  offeredby  Mr.  Freeman. 

The  original  order  was  ordered  to  a  second  read- 
ing, read  a  second  time,  and  passed  in  concurrence, 
yeas  50,  nays  6. 

Yeas— Bam,  Bigelow,  Bowker,  Boyle,  Brown 
Child,  H.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Costello,  Cronin,  Cum- 
niing^,  Daly,  Dana,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Dudley, 
Farwell,  Fisk,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Ford,  Gove, 
Greenough,  Harding,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Lauten, 
Lovell,  Maguire,  Mathews,  McCormick,  P.  J  Mc- 
Laughlin, McNamara,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P.  Morrison, 
Mullett,  Parkman,  Powers,  Pratt,  Quigley,  Rogets, 
Rosnosky,  Smith,  Swan,  Teevan,  Viles,  Wakefield, 
Whitmore,  Williams— 50. 

Nays  Beal,  Brimbecom,  Cotton,  Eddy,  Emery, 
Wharton— 6. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Bartlett,  H.  B.  Clapp, 
Connell,  Denney,  J.  Doherty,  Freeman,  Harrison, 
Huntress,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  Means,  Murphy, 
Pope,  Pray,    Walsh,  Welch,  Wheeler— 16. 

Mr.  Lovell  moved  a  consideration,  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail.    Lost. 

A  PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  Costello  of  Ward  22— On  looking  over  the  min- 
utes of  the  meeting  of  Dec.  8th  (page  827)  I  notice  a 
reniarn  made.by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  19,  dur- 
ing the  debate  on  the  Doogne  investigation,  which 
I  did  not  catch  at  the  time.    I  will  read  it: 

"The  gentleman  from  Ward  22  cannot  stand  so 
clean,  if  I  understand  aright." 

I  would  like  to  have  him  qualify  this  remark,  and 
state  whether  he  applies  it  to  this  particular  case,  or 
anv  other. 

Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19—1  think   the  President 


and  gentlemen  will  remember  that  the  previous 
question  was  ordered,  and  I  had  no  opportunity  to 
explain  that  matter  that  evening.  It  applied  only  to 
the  conversation  in  debate. 

Mr.  Costello— You  mean  to  apply  it  to  that  partic- 
ular case? 

Mr.  Maguire— To  that  particular  case. 

THE  CHARLES-RIVER  EMBANKMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Freeman,  of  Ward  10,  the  rule 
was  suspended,  and  the  order  for  a  loan  of  $300,000 
for  the  taking  of  lands  for  the  Charles-river  embank- 
ment, (City  Doc.  124,)  also  the  substitute  proposed 
by  Mr.  Freeman,  (City  Doc.  158,)  were  taken  from 
the  table. 

Mr.  Freeman— As  it  seems  to  be  the  sense  of  the 
Council  that  the  orders  shall  be  passed  as  they  came 
from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  t  there  is  no  objec- 
tion I  will  withdraw  ihe  substitute. 

The  substitute  being  withdrawn,  the  question 
came  uoou  the  passage  of  the  original  order  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Freeman — I  have  verv  little  to  say  with  regard 
to  this  order.  The  land  as  described  is  between 
Leverett  street  and  Cambridge  street,  and  between 
Charles  street  and  Ohai les  river.  The  State  granted 
the  flats  bordering  on  that  land,  provided  the  city 
would  fill  them  within  five^ears.  Nearly  one  year 
has  expired, and  if  we  are  going  to  fill  them  the  work 
should  be  commenced  immediate!;,.  The  stone  from 
the  Beacon-Hill  Reservoir  can  be  used  for  building 
the  necessary  sea-wall,  and  the  Health  Department 
can  use  the  place  for  depositing  ashes  and  street 
sweepings.  The  filling  can  be  done  at  a  very  small 
expense  and  at  a  saving,  as  I  understand  from  the 
remarks  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
of  about  $25,000  a  year  to  the  Health  Department. 
Some  objection  has  been  raised  in  regard  to  filling 
with  ashes  and  street  sweepings.  To  satisfy  the 
Council,  I  wrote  a  note  to  tbe  Park  Comuiissionei-s 
asking  if  it  would  be  objectionable.  The  note  I  re- 
ceived in  reply  stated  tbat  there  is  no  objection  to 
using  the  flats  as  a  deposit  forashes  and  street  sweep- 
ings. 

Mr.  Freeman  sent  to  the  Chair  and  the  President 
read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dalton.  Chairman  of  the 
Park  Commisioners,  "fating  that  there  would  be  no 
objections  to  using  the  flats  as  a  deposit  for  ashes 
and  street  sweepings,  provided-  garbage  was  not  de- 
posited there. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick.of  Ward  8,  the  main 
question  was  ordered. 

The  original  order  was  passed  to  a  second  reading, 
read  a  second  time,  and  passed  in  concurrence— yeas 
53,  nays  10: 

Yeas — Barry,  Bigelow,  Bowker,  Boyle,  Brown, 
Child,  H.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Costello,  Cronin,  ( noi- 
mings,  Daly,  Dana,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty.  Dudle*-. 
Farwell,  Fisk,  Fitzpatrick,  Folan,  Ford,  Freeman, 
Gove,  Greenough,  Harding,  Harrison,  Hart,  Hilton, 
Hosley,  Lauten,  Lovell,  Maguire,  .Mathews,  McCor- 
mick, J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLiugblih.  M  Na- 
rnara,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Mullett,  Parkman,  Powers, 
Pray,  Quigley,  Rogers,  Rosnosky,  Smith,  Teevan, 
Viles.  Wakefield,  Welch,  Wheeler,  Whitmore,  Wil- 
liams— 53. 

Nays— Beal,  Brimbecom,  Cotton,  Eddy,  Emery, 
Huntress,  Means,  P.  Morrison,  Swan.  Wharton — 10. 

Absent  or  not  voting — Btrtlett,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Con- 
nell, Tienney,  J.  Doherty,  Murphy,  Pope,  Pratt 
Walsh— 9. 

Mr.  Freeman  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

EXTRA  HIGH  SERVICE  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  called  np  the  assign- 
ment for  eight  o'clock,  P.M.,  viz.: 

Report  and  order  for  a  loan  of  $744,000  for  the  ex- 
tension of  the  high  service  of  the  Cechituate  Water 
Works,  and 

Report  and  order  for  the  acceptance  of  chapter 
129,  acts  of  1881. 

(Appended  is  a  minority  report  signed  by  Mr.  Ros- 
nosky, recommending  that  no  action  be  taken  upon 
the  subject  at  present). 

Mr.  Rosnosky  if  Ward  16—1  move  to  refer  to 
the  next  City  Government.  As  you  remember  some 
petitioners  have  come  in  asking  for  a  hearing.  The 
time  is  so  short  that  we  could  not  have  an  opportunity 
to  consider  them.  I  alone  opposed  this  measure  in 
the  committee.  The  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
committee  will  be  here  next  year.  They  can  look 
into  it  fully  and  give  it  the  necessary  consideration. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  shall  make  no  objec- 
tion to  tbe  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  16. 
The  reasons  which  led  seven  out  of  eight  members 
of  the  Committee  on  Water  to  report  in  favor  of  the 
expenditure  of  that,  money,  I  think  are  cogent,  and 
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as  forcible  DOf  as  when  we  made  the  report.  But 
we  have  been  met  by  a  remonstrance  representing  a 
large  amount  1 t  capital,  and  people  representing 
that  sum  of  nmnei  have  a  i  iylit  to  be  heard.  Owing 
to  a  press  of  business  at  the  latter  part  of  the  year, 
the  Committee  on  Water  have  been  unable  to  get 
together.  Three  times  they  were  called,  and  ad- 
journed for  want  of  a  quorum.  It  seems  to  me  this 
may  just  as  well  go  over  to  the  next  City  Government, 
and  alio-"  a  public  expression  of  opinion  upon  thesuD- 
ject.  There  are  some  people  strongly  interested  in 
having  this  put  through  who  desire  to  be  heard.  As 
the  matter  stands  now,  nohodv  has  petitioned  the 
Citv  Council  exceot  those  who  are  opposed  to  it.  The 
Water  Committee  come  in  backed  only  by  the  Water 
Board  and  City  Engineer,  though  the  case  is  as 
strong  as  it  can  be  made.  I  agree  to  have  it  referred 
to  the  next  City  Government 

The  whole  s'uoject  was  referred  to  the  next  City 
Government.    Sent  up. 

MUDDY-RIVER  IMPROVEMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gove,  of  Ward  1,  the  rule  was 
suspended  and  the  Council  took  from  the  table 
the  order  for  a  loau  of  $200,000  for  the  Muddy- 
river  improvement,  to  be  expended  when  the  town 
of  Br.okliue  shall  cooperate  and  appropriate  a 
proportionate  amount,  (<Jity  Doc.  124); 

Also  the  substitute  proposed  by  Mr.  Freeman  for  a 
loan  of  $400,000  for  said  improvement,  (City  Doc. 
157.) 

The  question  was  upon  the  adoption  of  the  substi- 
tute. 

Mr.  Gove— I  hope  the  Council  will  not  adopt  the 
substitute.  This  is  nothing  more  or  less  than  a  sani- 
tarv  measure.  W  hen  it  was  first  presented  to  me  I 
was  opposed  to  it,  but  after  Alderman  Viles,  who 
has  been  the  most  conservative  man  in  regard  to  the 
expenditures  ot  the  city  in  the  whole  city  of  Bos- 
ton, supported  it,  then  1  went  out  and  looked 
at  it.  I  was  absolu  ely  astounded  at  the  con- 
dition of  alfairs  there.  1  was  out  there  on  a 
very  cold  afternoon,  the  wind  was  blowing  a 
gale,  and  yet,  standing  in  the  roadway,  I  cotila 
smell  the  terriole  odor  trom  that  stream.  It  is 
nothing  but  a  common  sewer,  throwing  out  its  gases 
and  breeding  malaria  all  over  that  neighborhood. 
I  think  the  matter  should  be  adopted  as  presented 
in  the  first  order.  It  is  a  small  stream  all  along 
there.  Fifteen  years  ago  it  was  a  stream  of 
pure  water,  an  advantage  to  the  neighborhood.  But 
to-day  all  the  inhabitants  along  the  baiiKs  of  this 
small  stream  empty  their  sewage  into  it,and  it  is  car- 
ried ilown  into  the  Back  Bay.  If  we  carry  out  this 
project  as  presented  in  the  first  oroer,  we  shall  abate 
the  whole  nuisance  and  make  an  absolutely  necessary 
improvement.  It  has  been  suggested  that  it  might 
be  done  in  a  little  different  way,  but  if  it  is  the 
stream  must  be  carried  into  Charles  river,  which  will 
cost  a  good  deal  more  money  than  this  plan  possibly 
can.  f  have  received  to-night  a  document  which 
shows  tliat  this  stream  is  really  the  occasion  of  an 
epidemic  in  the  form  of  typhoid  fever  in  that  locali- 
ty. I  have  been  told  to-day  that  a  son  of  Mr.  Hig 
gins,  of  the  firm  of  Hogg,  Brown  &  Taylor,  is  now 
stricken  with  tvphoid  fevtr,  and  the  physician  savs  it 
was  brought  on  entirely  by  the  malaria  from  that 
stream.  Then  again,  if  the  matter  does  not  go 
through  in  tnis  form  we  are  simply  going  to 
carry  this  sewage  down  and  empty  it  uito  the  pond 
that  the  Park  Commissioners  are  laying  out  in  the 
Back  Bay  park,  and  instead  of  having  a  park  there 
with  a  beautiful  pond — a  place  of  beauty,  and  an 
advautige,  and  a  place  that  will  increase  the  value 
of  property  in  the  neighborhood — we  shall  have  that 
which  will  breed  a  pest  and  pestilence.  Taking  the 
matter  in  all  its  phases,  it  being  also  an  addition  to 
the  system  of  narks  that  the  Cily  Council  has  really 
voted  lor,  it  seems  to  me  this  measure  ought  to  go 
through.  The  town  of  Brookline  is  to  take  hold  of 
it  and  spend  their  money  for  the  benefit  not  only  of 
themselves,  but  of  the  ci'y  of  Boston.  That  locality 
is  occupied  by  some  of  the  very  finest  residences, 
and  if  this  nuisance  is  not  abated  the  owners  have 
got  to  leave  there.  There  are  but  tew  houses 
that  will  have  to  be  taken  by  the  city,  and 
that  will  be  at  a  small  cost  over  and  above  the 
price  of  the  land,  because  the  houses  to  be  taken 
are  tenements  of  comparatively  Email  value.  The 
most  expensive  part  of  the  improvement  is  in  the 
town  of  Brookline.  The  whole  thing  is  such  a  sani- 
tary measure  that  if  the  members  of  this  Councd  had 
been  invited  out  there  by  the  Committee  on  Parks, 
as  they  were  directed  to  do,  I  do  not  believe  a  single 
member  of  this  body  would  vote  in  opposition,  unless 
some  person  had  gone  out  there  and  thrown  a  de- 
odorizer around  the  place  to  prevent  the  infernal 
smell. 


Mr.  Willia-us— I  do  not  think  any  one  will  doubt 
the  desirability  of  carrying  out  this  scheme.  It  is 
simply  a  breeding  place  for  disease.  The  only  ques- 
tion s  >vhcther  the  city  will  have  to  remedy  it  by  an 
underground  sewer  or  spend  a  little  more' am*  have 
a  thin*  of  beauty  a:  tl  e  same  time.  I  hope  this  first 
order  tor  >?200,000  will  pass,  and  1  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr  Wharton — I  am  confined  by  the  motion  of  my 
colleague,  to  adressing  myself  to  the  question  as  to 
wht-ther  the  main  question  should  be  put.  Of  course 
if  is  impossible  tod>-bate  the  merits  of  the  main  ques- 
tion upon  that  motion,  .  ut  I  must  say  for  my  part 
that  I  agree  with  what  the  gentleman  has  said.  The 
reason  this  improvement  costs  soruuch  is  because  the 
Park  Couinii-siouers  think  it  best  to  take  such  steps 
as  will  enable  the  city  hereafter  to  make  up  some- 
thing of  the  amount  spent  by  means  of  betterments. 
Unless  they  spend  some  such  sum  as  $200,000  they 
will  not  be  able  to  get  back  anything  in  betterments. 

Mr.  lTreeman  of  Ward  10 — lam  sorry  the  gen'le- 
man  of  Ward  11  moved  the  previous  question  before 
the  Committee  on  Paiks  had  an  opportunity  to  say 
something  about  this  question.  But  before  I  am 
called  to  order  I  desire  to  say  that  the  Committee  on 
Parks  have  not  considered  this  matter  at  all. 

Mr.  Huntress  of  Ward  11 — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  10  is  not  debat- 
ing the  question  before  the  house. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  Freeman's  substitute  was  rejected. 

The  original  order  was  oidered  to  a  second  read- 
ing, was  read  a  second  time  and  put  upon  its  passage 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18—1  shall  ask  to  be  excused 
from  voting  on  this  question,  although  I  am  heartily 
iu  favor  of  it,  but  there  is  a  remote  interest  by  which 
I  am  to  be  benefited. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  raise  the  point  of  order  that  the 
gentleman  does  not  lequire  to  be  excused  under  our 
rules.    He  cannot  vote. 

The  President— The  gentleman's  point  is  well 
taken,  and  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  18  is  well  made. 

The  original  order  was  passed  in  concurrence; 
yeas  53,  nays  1. 

Yeas— Beal,  Bigelow,  Bowker,  Boyle,  Brimbecoin, 
Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Costello,  Cronin, 
Cummings,  Daly,  Dana,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Dud- 
ley, Eidy,  Emery,  Farwi  II,  Fisk,  Fitzpatrick.Folan, 
Ford,  Gove,  Greenough,  Harding,  Hilton,  Huntress, 
Lauten,  Lovell,  Maguire,  Mathews,  J.  A.  Mclaugh- 
lin, P.J.  McLaughlia,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P.  Morrison, 
Mullctt,  Parkman,  Powers,  Pray,  Quigley,  Rogers, 
Rosnosky,  Smith,  Swan,  Teevan,  Viles,  Wakefield, 
Wharton.  Wheeler,  Williams,  Harrison— 53. 

Nay — Freeman — 1. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Barry,  Bartlett,  H.  B.  Clapp, 
Connell,  Cotton,  Denney,  J.  Doherty,  Hart,  Hosley, 
McConnick,  McNatuara,  Means,  Murphy,  Pope, 
Pratt,  Walsh,  Welch,  Whitmore— 18. 

Mr.  Gove  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would 
not  prt vail.    Lost. 

DILLAWAY  SCHOOL  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Emery,  of  Ward  18,  called  up  past  assignment 
No.  19,  viz.: 

Report  and  order  for  the  purchase  of  a  lot  of  land 
on  Kenilworth  street,  of  about  20,025  square  teet,  as 
a  site  for  a  new  school  building  iu  Dillaway  District, 
the  cost  not  to  exceed  $28,000.  (Appended  is  a  mi- 
nority report,  signed  by  Mr.  Williams,  dissenting 
from  the  recommendation  of  the  majority  regarding 
the  passage  of  the  above  order.) 

Mr.  Williams  moved  the  adoption  of  the  majority 
report,  as  the  matter  had  already  been  settled. 

The  majority  report  was  accepted  and  the  order 
was  read  a  second  time  and  passed  iu  concurrence. 
Mr.  Wharton  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ward  21,  the  rule  was 
suspended  and  he  moved  to  reconsider  the  vcte 
wberebv  was  passed  the  order  for  a  transfer  of 
$28,000  for  a  Grammar  schoolbouse  on  Kenilworth 
street.    The  reconsideration  was  lost. 

LIMITATION  OF  MUNICIPAL  EXPENDITURES. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  called  for  the  past  as- 
signment No.  27— order  for  an  act  limiting  municipal 
expenditures. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— I  move  the  indefiuite 
postponement  of  the  or  er,  because  it  is  almost  the 
last  meeting  of  the  year,  and  we  have  already  passed 
such  large  loans  to-night  that  it  is  uot  ieasonable  to 
pa**  the  order.  It  can  be  reintroduced,  if  desired, 
by  the  next  City  Government,  just  as  well.  I  think 
it  would  hardly  be  becoming  in  us  to  take  anv  such 
decided  step  in  this  matter  at  the  present  time. 

The  President,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Parkman  of 
Ward  9,  read  the  order. 
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Mr.  Parkuian  of  Ward  i) — I  don't  agree  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  12,  that  such  an  order  ought 
not  to  be  passed.  When  the  Alderman,  Mr.  O'Brien, 
introduced  the  order  in  the  other  branch  it  read  that 
the  tax  should  not  exceed  $12  per  thousand.  I  was 
very  much  interested  in  the  order,  and  obtained 
some  figures  in  regard  to  the  subject.  As  the  on'er 
was  originally  introduced  that  sum  of  $12  on  the 
thousand,  together  with  the  amount  required  tor 
County  and  State  taxes,  the  requirements  of  the 
sinking  fund  and  the  interest  on  the  public 
debt  would  have  made  our  taxa'ion  about  $16 
on  the  thousand;  and  I  should  oppose  the 
passage  of  the  order  as  made  in  that  form.  But 
I  think  that  while  we  have  been  so  free  in  spending 
money  it  seems  to  me  it  would  be  of  great  advan- 
tage to  the  city  i  f  people  domg  business  coming  to 
this  city  can  have  some  reasonable  assurance  that 
their  tax  would  not  be  above  a  certain  amount.  If 
the  people  who  desire  to  establish  their  manufacto- 
ries here,  who  desire  to  come  here  foi  the  purpose  of 
doing  business  can  have  reasonable  assurance  that 
their  tax  would  not  be  over  $13  or  $14  per  thousand, 
I  think  it  would  be  one  of  the  greatest  things  we 
i'ouli.1  have  to  induce  them  to  come  ta  this 
city.  It  would  help  us  more  than  all  the  thou- 
sands of  dollars  spent  for  improvements 
or  measures  here  to-night;  and  I  believe,  without 
going  into  the  question  very  deeply,  that  nothing 
this  Council  could  do  would  help  this  city  so  much 
as  to  pass  and  have  enacted  such  a  law  as  the  order 
provides  for. 

Mr.  Whltrnore  of  Ward  12 — I  desire  to  reply 
briefly  to  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  and  1  will  say 
it  seems  to  me  that  this  measure  wts  int)  oduced  in 
the  first  place  as  an  assistant  to  the  work  of  passing 
the  orders  for  parks.  I  do  not  believe  myself  that  it 
has  ever  been  properly  coDSidered  in  either  branch. 
I  see  no  debate  in  the  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  certainly  there  has 
been  none  here  on  the  subject.  Now  what 
have  we  done  or  what  should  we  do  by  this  act?  We 
ask  the  legislature  to  tie  our  hands';  or  rather  not 
our  hands,  for  we  are  going  out  of  office;  we  ask 
the  legislature  to  tie  the  hands  of  our  successors,  on 
the  ground  that  they  are  going  to  do  something  ex- 
travagant and  wrong.  The  best  inducement  that 
can  be  held  out  to  foreign  capitalists  to  come  here 
would  be  to  create  a  long-continued  public  opinion 
looking  to  low  taxation.  But  I  was  perfectly  well 
aware  when  I  voted  for  parks  at  the  last  meeting 
that  the  City  of  Boston  stands  now  committed  to  a 
large  increase  in  its  annual  expenditures,  and 
very  possibly  a  large  increase  in  its  animal  taxa- 
tion. I  am  willing  to  confess  that  I  have  been 
converted  to  the  view  that  that  expenditure  is  a  wise 
one  and  will  come  back  eventually  in  the  increased 
taxable  pi  operty  of  the  city.  But  certainly  it  does 
not  lie  in  the  mouth  of  a  Council  which  has  voted  a 
million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  or  somewhere  near 
that,  during  its  continuance,  to  undertake  to  ask  the 
State  to  taue  away  from  the  people  of  this  city 
ihe  right  to  fix  their  tax  by  their  representa- 
tives. It  seems  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  most — 1 
won't  say  undemocratic  principles,  because  that 
might  be  misunderstood  —  but  certainly  a  prin- 
ciple which  is  entirely  opposed  to  our  idea  of 
self-government.  We  have  already  had  our  hands 
tied  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  loans.  That  perhaps 
is  wise,  because  a  loan  is  a  matter  which  is  not  felt 
immediately;  the  pressure  of  it  is  not  great  in  the 
first  two  or  three  years.  But  certainly  the  credit  of 
the  city  must  be  maintained  under  all  circumstances, 
and  there  are  certain  things  to  which  Boston  is 
pledged  and  which  it  must  keep  up,  never  mind  if 
the  rate  of  taxation  goes  up  to  two  dollars  on  the 
hundred.  We  cannot  shut  up  our  free  hospitals. 
We  are  not  going  to  shut  up  our  free  libraries; 
we  are  not  going  to  close  our  schools,  even  if 
the  rate  goes  up  from  $13  to  $15,  $18  or  $20  per 
thousand,  and  we  ought  not  to  doit.  I  remember 
that  during  the  pressure  of  1875  and  1876  the  city 
kept  up  all  these  expenditures.  The  reductions  were 
very  slight  indeed.  In  fact  there  was  a  common 
argument  that  the  expenditures  were  wise  because 
they  prevented  a  whole  class  of  population  from 
dropping  into  the  ranks  of  pauperism ;  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  city  to  its  own  inhabitants  and 
to  its  own  citizens  enabled  those  persons  to 
keep  from  the  reproach  of  going  to  the  poor- 
house.  Now,  with  such  an  experience  within  ten 
years,  within  the  recollection  of  the  youngest 
member  of  this  Council,  it  seems  to  me  unwise  and 
unfair  to  undeitake  to  say  that  our  successors  are 
going  to  be  extravagant  and  unfit  to  be  trusted  with 
the  public  money  and  the  public  purse.  It  is  for 
that  reason  that  1  think  it  unwise  at  this  time  to  ask 
that  a  law  be  enacted  against  our  successors.    If  this 


were  January,  and  the  Common  Council  asked  to 
have  a  law  passed  before  they  had  spent  any  money 
they  might  claim  that  they  were  going  to  do  righ 
themselves,  but  could  not  trust  their  successors.  It 
does  not  seem  to  me  that  this  Council,  which  h*3 
been  so  liberal — 1  hope  I  may  say  so  wisely  liberal — 
in  its  expenditures,  should  undertake,  at  its  closing 
session,  to  have  the  hands  of  its  successors  tied.  More 
than  that,  1  object  to  the  terms  in  which  the  act 
is  drawn,  because  I  do  not  understand  why  we  should 
petition  for  such  a  law  to  apply  to  other  municipali- 
ties. The  law  is  general;  it  asks  for  a  law  to  apply 
to  the  nineteen  or  twenty  other  cities  in  this  State. 
I  do  not  think  it  is  a  proper  thing  for  this  city  to 
petition  for  that;  if  we  want  to  petition  for  any- 
thing, we  should  limit  our  censoriousness  and  opin- 
ions to  our  own  successors  in  this  city.  I  do  not  know 
why  we  should  ask  the  State  to  tie  the  hands  of  the 
succeeding  City  Councils  of  Worcester  or  Ipswich 
or  Newburyport  or  any  of  the  other  cities. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18—1  would  like  to  have  that 
order  read,  if  you  please. 

The  President  read  the  order. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18— Would  that  apply  to  all 
the  cities  in  Massachusetts? 

The  President— The  Crair  thinks  that  is  a  matter 
which  he  ought  not  to  be  asKed  to  decide. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18—1  do  not  think  that  applies 
to  any  city  in  the  world  except  the  City  of  Boston:  it 
certainlv  was  not  meant  to  apply  to  any  other  city. 
When  this  matter  came  up  I  looked  into  it,  and  I  be- 
lieved it  was  a  good  thing  to  pass;  and  the  more  I 
looked  into  it,  the  more  careiully  I  considered  it, 
the  more  I  believed  ii  was  a  good  order  to  pass.  I 
held  the  same  position  when  the  law  was  passed 
limiting  the  amount  of  our  indebtedness  to  three 
ner  cent,  of  our  valuation.  I  do  not  think  you  can 
getasingie  vote  in  the  Cmneil  to  repeal  that  law 
to-day;  it  has  saved  us  from  a  great  many  expendi 
tures,  and  it  will  do  so  in  the  future.  We 
get  up  to  that  limit  and  we  stop.  No  one 
comes  in  here  and  expects  to  carry  through 
any  scheme  after  we  get  up  to  that  limit.  With  this 
limit  we  can  assess  a  tax  of  more  than  fourteen  dol- 
lars on  a  thousand,  which  is  as  large  or  larger  than 
you  have  had  with  ten  years — on  an  average  within 
ten  years;  and  I  believe,  as  things  go  along  in  this 
city,  you  will  find  this  doing  just  as  much  good  as  the 
act  limiting  indebtedness.  It  will  certainly  give  all 
the  money  yon  ought  to  spend  on  your  streets  and 
parks,  and  the  very  fact  that  we  have  appropriated 
so  much  money  to-night  is  one  reason  why  we  ougnt 
to  pass  this  order  asking  to  have  such  a  law  enacted. 
I  hope  the  order  will  pass  and  that  the  law  will  be 
enacted  and  I  believo  we  shall  receive  the  benefit  of 
it  every  year. 

Mr.  Cnild  of  Ward  17— It  seems  to  me  that  the 
law  contemplated  in  this  order  would  be  a  very  diffi- 
cult law  for  the  City  of  Boston.  If  the  rate  of 
taxation  is  fixed  at  a  rigid  amount,  toe  amount  of 
money  which  is  required  to  be  spent  every  year 
would  have  to  be  raised  anyway,  and  the  valuation 
of  the  City  of  Boston  would  have  to  be  altered  from 
year  to  year.  Now  there  is  nothing  that  is  more  det- 
rimental to  the  real  estate  and  business  interests  of 
the  city  than  a  fluctuation  of  the  value  of  real  estate. 
If  we  have  got  to  raise  a  certain  amount  of  money, 
and  the  rate  of  taxation  is  fixed,  the  valuation  this 
coming  year  would  be  on  one  basis,  and  the  following 
year  it  would  have  to  be  either  more  or  less,  ana 
there  could  not  be  anything  like  a  legitimate  rate  of 
valuation  adopted  if  this  proposed  law  should  be 
passed.  There  is  one  idea  that  has  not  been  men- 
tioned which,  it  seems  to  me,  is  very  important  in 
this  connection.  This  coming  year  the  new  law  in 
relation  to  the  taxation  of  mortgages  will  come  into 
effect.  The  assessors  will  have  a  great  difficulty  to 
arrange  that  matter,  and  this  additional  law  would 
create  great  confusion.  I  thinu  the  best  thing  this 
Council  and  every  Council  can  do  will  be  to  vote 
against  any  such  order  as  this  asking  for  such  legis- 
lation. 

Mr.  Means,  of  Ward  20,  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  the  question  was 
on  the  passage  ot  the  order  to  a  second  reading  and 
the  President  declared  it  to  be  a  vote. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  doubted  the  vote,  a 
division  was  had  and  the  motion  to  order  to  a  second 
reading  was  declared  lost — 17  for.  17  against. 

Mr.  Parkniau,  of  Ward  9,  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  solving  the  doubt,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered  and  the  order  was  refused  a  second  readiDg 
—yeas  17.  nays  25,  as  foilows: 

Yeas— Bart'.ett,  Beal,  Bovle,  If rimbecom,  Brown, 
H.  Clapp,  Cummings,  Dudley,  Freeman,  Green- 
ougb,  Hart,  Lovell,  Means,  Parkman,  Rogers,  Whar- 
ton, Wheeler,  Williams— 17. 
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Nays— Bige'ow,  Child,  Conlin,  Cronin,  Daly,  C. 
F.  Dohertj,  Eddy,  Eiuerv,  Fi»l(,  Folan,  Ford,  Gove, 
Hilton.  Huntress,  Manure,  P.  ■/.  McLaughlin,  N. 
M.  Morrison.  P.  .Morrison.  Quigley.  Swan,  Viles, 
Wakefield,  \Vhitmore,  Harrison— 24. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Hurry,  Bowker,  H.  B. 
Clapp,  Connell,  Cnstello,  Cotton,  Dana,  Denney, 
Devlin,  J.  Doherty,  Farwell,  Fitzpatrick,  harding, 
Hosley,  Laulen,  Mathews,  McCormick,  J.  A.  Mc- 
Laughlin, McNamaia,  Mullett,  Murphy,  Pope,  Pow- 
ers, Pratt,  Pray,  Rosnosky,  Smith,  Teevan,  Walsh, 
Welch— 3tl. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, honing  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Wharton,  of  Ward  11,  moved  to  assign  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  to  the  riext  mtetingof  the  Council 
at  8  o'clock. 

The  question  was  out  on  the  motion  to  assign,  and 
it  was  declared  lost.  Mr.  Wharton,  of  Ward  11, 
doubted  the  vote,  and  on  a  division  the  motion  to 
assign  was  lost,  21  for,  22  against. 

The  niot:on  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  or 
der  was  refused  a  second  reading  was  lost. 

HIGH  AND  LATIN  SCHOOL  BUILDING. 

Mr.  Boyle,  of  Ward  8,  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  in  order  that  the  Couucil  might  take  up  the  or- 
der, from  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to  lit  up  and  fur- 
nish rooms  in  the  new  High  and  Latin  school  build- 
ing for  KveninE  High  school  purposes,  and  to  furnish 
means  for  lighting  the  sjme,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$1000. 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  question  was  on 
passing  the  order  toa  second  reading. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18—1  desire  to  introduce  an  or- 
der for  a  transfer  from  the  reserved  fund  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  public  buildings,  so  that  the  question 
can  be  taken  on  the  same  vote,  if  no  objection  is 
made, 

I'Lic  1'resident— The  question  is  on  the  passage  of 
this  order  to  a  second  reading. 

The  order  was  read  a  second  time,  and  the  ques- 
tion wus  on  the  passage  ot  the  order. 

The  President— There  beingno  objection,  the  Chair 
will  ,ake  up  the  order  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
W  am  18.    Is  this  ottered  as  a  new  order? 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18— It  is  an  order  from  the  Fi- 
nance Committee. 

The  President — Mr.  Hart,  of  M'ard  18,  moved  a  sns- 
peu.-ioji  of  the  rule,  that  he  may  introduce  an  order 
at  the  present  lime. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  think  we  had  better 
t»ke  the  question  upon  the  first  order  and  then  sus- 
pend the  rule.  I  do  not  understand  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  18  that  this  matter  relates  at  all  to 
the  subject  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18— My  idea  was  tbat  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  the  two  matters  going 
through,  and  I  therefore  make  this  motion  in  order 
to  save  time.  We  have  got  to  have  18  votes  to  pass 
the  order.  The  order  I  offer  is  for  a  transfer  from 
the  reserved  lund  to  the  appropriation  for  public 
bui  dings. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— Do  I  understand  that 
it  requires  48  votes  for  a  transfer? 

The  President — It  does  not  order  a  transfer. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9 — Then  it  would  be  un- 
necessary to  otter  it  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — 1  would  ask  for  the 
reading  of  the  order.  I  supposed  it  to  be  an  order 
for  a  transfer  ot  31000.  Will  the  Chair  read  the 
order? 

Mr.  Hart,  of  Ward  18— To  save  him  the  trouble  I 
will  withdraw  the  order. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  state  that  the  order 
should  take  its  second  reading  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Council,  Mr.  Hart,  of  Ward  18,  moves  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rule  that  it  may  take  its  second  reading  at 
the  present  time. 

Mr.  Wharton  ot  Ward  11— I  do  not  understand 
what  order  the  suspension  of  the  rule  is  on. 

The  President — The  order  relating  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  fitting  up  rooms  in  the 
English  High  and  Latin  School  building. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11 — 1  understood  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  rule  in  regaru  to  that  was  al- 
ready carried. 

The  President — The  rule  was  suspended  in  order 
to  take  it  up.  The  order  has  been  ordered  to  a 
second  reading,  and  the  Chair  read  it  a  second  time 
through  inadvertence.  The  question  is  on  the 
suspension  of  tbe  rule,  thai  the  order  may  be  read  a 
second  tiuie  at  tbe  present  meeting. 

Mr.  Whitniore  of  Ward  12 — I  do  not  object  to  its 
taking  a  secon-l  reading  at  this  meeting,  but  it  would 
require  the  addition  of  ihe  transfer  power  after  the 
the  second  reading. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  order  was  read  a  sec- 


ond time,  and  the  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— There  is  now  a  perfect 
propriety  in  taking  ur>  the  order  to  transfer  920,000, 
because,  as  the  matter  stands  now,  though  1  .-unpose 
we  could  pass  an  order  for  us  to  spend  §1000,  we 
have  not  got  the  money,  and  we  should  amend  the 
order  as  it  comes  from  the  Couimittue  on  Fi- 
nance to  make  it  read  $21,000.  I  do  not  know 
as  that  would  be  material,  but  we  must  have  some 
money,  or  we  cannot  go  on  and  spend  $1000.  The 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  has  sent  in  its  state- 
ment why  it  needs  the  money.  It  was  passed  at  the 
last  meeting,  and  then  a  moth  u  to  reconsider  was 
tiled  because  the  document,  it  was  said,  was  not  here. 
A  moment's  inquiry  would  have  shown  members 
that  the  document  was  here  ir  the  hands  of  the  mes- 
senger, on  the  table  but  not  distributed.  The  docu- 
ment was  here  in  accordance  with  the  ordinance. 
We  have  already  passed  the  order  for  the  transfer, 
or  did  pa3S  it,  except  for  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider. Now,  if  the  Council  will  give  us  in  one 
form  or  another  the  $20,000  we  absolutely  need, 
we  will  expend  $1000  foi  fitting  up  these  rooms,  if 
you  order  it;  out  without  it  we  have  not  money 
enough  to  meet  it.  The  committee  was  directed  in 
the  first  pait  of  the  year  to  spend  some  money  on 
the  reservoir,  which  would  be  repaid,  but  we  have 
not  got  it  back  yet. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9— As  I  understand  this 
matter  this  o  der  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  other; 
it  does  net  require  48  votes,  and  therefore  its  pas- 
sage should  not  be  imperilled  by  being  put  to 
the  Council  at  the  same  time  with  a  transfer. 
After  this  order  is  passed  then  Mr.  Hart  can 
otter  his  order  lor  a  truuster,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
it  would  pass;  but  it  does  not  stem  to  me  it  should 
he  ottered  with  this  order,  which  does  not  require 
48  votes. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — Then  to  make  the  mat- 
ter plainer,  I  will  move  to  lay  this  order  for  $1000  on 
the  table;  because,  as  1  have  already  said,  unless  you 
pass  an  order  to-night,  and  give  us  some  money, 
we  cannot  expend  this  $1000.  It  is  child's  play 
for  us  to  pass  an  order  calling  on  the  commit- 
tee to  expend  $1600,  when  they  came  in  here 
and.  said  their  money  was  all  gene.  The  matter 
has  been  so  mixed  up  that  to  make  it  perfectly  plain 
I  move  to  lay  this  on  the  table  m  order  that  Mr. 
Hart's  order  may  come  in;  when  that  is  passed  I 
should  be^very  glad  indeed  to  see  cb  is  order  passed. 
But  I  must  say  that  this  committee  has  not  got  $1000 
to  spend.  We  have  not  got  it.  It  does  not  stand  to 
our  credit,  as  I  understand  it,  to-day,  on  the  Treas- 
urer's books.  1  move  that  the  order  be  laid  on  tbe 
table  temporarily.    Carried. 

Mr.  Hart,  of  Ward  18,  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rule  in  order  ■h?t  he  might  present  a  report  and 
order  at  the  present  time.    Carried. 

Mr.  Hart,  of  Ward  18,  then  ^btnitted  a  report 
from  the  Committee  ou  Fit  ance  on  the  request  of 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  for  an  additional 
appropriation  (referred  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen), 
with  the  following  order  grantii  g  in  part  the  request, 
as  the  balance  ot  the  request  will  be  met  by  the  in- 
come from  tbe  sale  of  materials  of  the  Beacon-hill 
reservoir. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  the  appropriation  for  public  buildings  the 
sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars. 

The  order  was  read  twice  and  the  question  was  on 
its  passage. 

The  President— Under  the  joint  rule  48  votes  are 
required  for  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  It— This  is  for  the  transfer 
of  820,000,  if  I  mistake  not. 

The  President— Ten  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16— Do  I  understand  tha 
$10,000  is  to  be  given  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings— that  they  come  in  and  ask  for  $10,000  to 
be  given  them? 

The  President— The  order  calls  for  the  transfer 
of  $10,000  to  the  Appropriation  lor  Public  Build- 
ings. 

Mr.  Kosnosky  of  Ward  16—1  would  like  to  have 
some  information  before  I  vote  for  tbat  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— If  tne  gentleman  from 
Ward  16  will  look  at  City  Document  147  on  his  file, 
he  will  find  a  statement  put  in  at  the  last  meeting, 
which  ought  to  have  been  here  and  which  was  here 
when  48  members  were  present,  and  the  order  was 
passed,  but  thanks  to  a  motion  to  reconsider,  which 
was  moved,  we  have  been  cut  off.  Tonight  we  neod 
48  votes.  I  have  some  hope  that  there  may  be  48 
members  found  here,  or  1  would  move  the  further 
assignment  of  it  to  some  time  this  evening.  I  think 
we  bad  better  go  on  and  see  how  many  there  are.    I 
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am  told  there  are  47  members  present.  There  will 
probably  be  one  or  two  more  here  soon. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11 — I  move  a  suspension  of 
the  rule  in  order  that  I  may  introduce  two  orders  of 
a  similar  nature,  which  require  a  two-tbirdi  vote — a 
report  of  a  committee  ami  two  accompanying  orders. 

The  President — The  Chair  thinks  that  the  mere 
suspension  of  the  rule  would  not  enable  the  gentle- 
man to  oiler  his  orders  at  the  present  time.  The 
proper  way  is  to  dispose  of  this  order  temporarily  by 
a  motion  5o  lay  on  she  table  or  in  some  other  way. 

Wr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— Then  I  move  to  lay  the 
matter  on  the  table  temporarily;  1  only  do  this  in 
order  to  save  time.  As  I  understand  it  there  is  to  be 
no  serious  opposition  to  that  order,  and  when  that 
order  is  under  contemplation  before  its  passage  I  un- 
derstand the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  will  move  to 
increase  the  amount  to  $21,000  or  to  $11,000  in  order 
that  he  may  have  $1000  extra  for  filling  up  the 
rooms  in  the  English  High  and  Latin  school  build- 
ing. I  offer  these  orders,  or  will  otter  theui  if  I  am 
allowed  to,  in  order  that  they  may  be  passed  at 
the  same  time.  For  this  reason  I  move  to  lay 
up'in  the  table  the  order  now  before  the 
Council  so  that  I  may  otter  my  report  and  orders. 
Then  these  can  be  taken  from  the  table  and  passed 
at  the  same  time  with  my  orders. 

Mr.  Boyle,  of  Ward  8,  moved  the  previous  ques- 
ion. 

The  President— The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table 
takes  precedence. 

Mr.  Williams  of  "Ward  10— I  would  like  to  ask 
whether  tte  $10,000  for  the  sale  of  the  reservoir  will 
be  available  provided  the  material  is  taken  for  the 
walls  of  the  Charles-river  embankment.  I  under- 
stood the  gentleman's  proposition  was  that  the  mate- 
rial should  b°  used  by  the  city  rather  than  be  sold  to 
private  parties. 

Mr.  Hart  of  Ward  18— The  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  came  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and 
asked  for  a  transfer  of  $20,000.  Af.er  looking  over 
the  matter  we  found  that  they  were  taKing  down  the 
stones  from  the  reservoir  and  were  selling  them  for 
money,  and  between  this  and  April  they  will  receive 
$10,000,  according  to  their  estimate.  The  reserved 
fund  was  pietty  small;  we  have  a  good  many  things 
to  transfer  from  it,  and  we  have  cut  it  down  to  $10,- 
000  from  the  reserved  fund,  and  they  will  get  $10,- 
more  from  the  reservoir  stones. 

Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1 — I  would  like  to  ask  whether 
if  this  amount  of  money— $10,000  or  $11,000,  or  what- 
ever it  is,— is  transferred,  the  Water  Department 
will  receive  any  credit  for  that? 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table,  and  it  was  carried. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11,  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rule  in  order  that  he  might  offer  the  report  of  a 
committee  with  accompanying  orders. 

Mr;  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— I  ask  the  gentiemau 
from  Ward  11  to  state  the  subject  matte,-  of  his 
orders: 

Wr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— It  is  a  report  and  two 
orders  appropriating  or  moposing  to  appropriate 
certain  sums  of  money  for  the  building  of  schools 
on  Columbia  street  and  Howard  avenue. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  Mr.  Wharton  of 
Ward  11  submitted  a  report  on  requests  of  School 
Committee  for  purchase  of  Primary  scboolhouse 
sites  on  Howard  avenue  and  near  Columbia  street, 
recommending  the  passage  of  the  following: 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  purchase,  as  a  site  for  a  Pri- 
mary scboolhouse,  a  lot  of  land  situated  on  Howard 
avenue,  containing  28,997  square  feet  more  or  less, 
at  a  price  not  exceeding  45  cents  per  square  foot. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Instruc- 
tion be  authorized  to  purchase,  as  a  site  for  a  Pri- 
mary scboolhouse,  a  lot  of  land  situated  on  Quincy 
street,  containing  20,000  square  feet,  more  or  less,  at 
a  price  not  exceeding  35  cents  per  square  foot. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  orders  were  or- 
dered to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wharton,  of  Ward  11,  moved  a  suspension  cf 
the  rule,  that  the  orders  might  take  their  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8—1  hope  the  rule  will 
not  be  suspended  in  this  case.  There  are  a  great 
manv  orders  upon  the  table.  The  order  for  the  ap- 
priation  of  $1000  has  been  put  there,  and  the  order 
for  a  transfer  has  also  been  put  there.  I  hope  we 
will  transact  business  iu  regular  form;  that  we  will 
vote  on  that  first,  and  on  each  separately.  I  do  not 
believe  in  bundling  them  together  and  not  knowing 
what  we  are  doing.  I  think  we  ought  to  vote  on 
each  separately. 

Mr.  Williams  of  Ward  11— I  hope  this  rule  will  be 
suspended  because  both  of  these  schoolhouses  have 
been  before  the  committee  for  a  long   time,   and 


owing  to  the  sickness  of  the  chairman  they  have  not 
been  considered  as  soon  as  they  should  have  been. 
The  committee  have  looked  into  the  matter  very 
thoroughly;  both  schools  are  very  much  needed, 
both  these  lots  are  eligible,  and  not  unreasonable  in 
price.    I  hope  the  orders  will  pass. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8 — I  shall  withdraw  my 
objection  to  the  suspension  of  the  rule,  but  when 
the  time  comes  I  shall  ask  that  the  orders  be 
divided. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  orders  were  read  a 
second  time.  The  question  being  on  the  passage  of 
the  orders  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Ward  8,  asked  for  a 
divi-ion  of  the  question,  and  the  question  was  on  the 
pasage  of  the  first  order. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Ward  8,  moved  to  refer  the 
order  to  the  next  City  Government. 

Wr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11 — I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  give  some  reason  tor  that  motiou.  These  two 
matters  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Instruction  in  J  une  last.  A  report  was  demanded 
last  November  after  the  manifestation  of  great 
patience  on  the  part  of  the  friends  of  the 
measures,  and  a  report  has  now  been  finally 
brought  in  by  the  committee.  The  reason  for 
this  delay  has  been  stated  by  my  colleague— that 
Alderman  Tucker  has  been  very  ill  and  has  been  un- 
able to  attend  to  business,  and  these  matters  have 
been  referred  particularly  to  him.  Lately  we  have 
been  able  to  consider  them,  owing  to  Alderman 
Tucker's  recovery,  and  I  should  state  as  a  member 
of  the  committee  that  the  matters  received  the  best 
consideration  that  the  committee  could  give.  I  hope 
these  ore'ers  will  be  passed  to-night  without  any 
reference  to  the  Commitiee  on  Finance.  If  they  are 
so  passed  I  shall  then  offer  two  orders  transferring 
the  requisite  appropriations.  I  offer  these  orders  as  an 
individual,  and  not  as  a  member  of  any  particular 
committee.  I  offer  them  by  agreement  with  the 
Cha'.rman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  who  does 
not  think  it  is  necessary  that  this  matter  shou  Id  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  for  its  consid- 
eration; and  I  offer  them  also  by  agreement  with  my 
colleagues  on  the  Committee  of  Public  Instruction. 
If  the  orders  now  before  the  Council  are  al- 
lowed to  pass,  I  shall  then  move  that  the  orders 
authorizing  the  transfers  be  specially  assigned 
to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  at  half-past 
eight  o'clock.  In  that  way  the  gentleman  from 
Ward  8  will  have  a  chance  to  consider  the  matter  and 
we  shall  be  enabled,  those  who  favor  the  measure, 
to  advance  it  one  stage  without  endangering  the 
rights  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8.  I  hope  these 
orders  will  pass  and  then  I  shall  offer  two  orders  au- 
thorizing the  requisite  transfers  which  I  shall  move 
to  assign  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  at  the 
proper  hour. 

Mr.  Gove  of  Ward  1  n  oved  the  previous  qnestion 
and  it  was  ordered. 

The  Presid«nt  put  the  question  on  the  passage  of 
the  first  ord;r  and  declarer,  it  carried. 

Mr.  Wharton,  of  Ward  11,  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Ward  8,  doubted  the  vote  by 
which  the  order  was  declared  to  be  passed. 

The  President — The  Chair  thinKS  the  gentleman  is 
too  late,  another  motion  having  been  made  and  en- 
tertained. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8 — I  rose  in  my  seat  and 
addressed  the  Chair  in  a  proper  manner,  but  the 
President  was  looking  in  another  direction. 

The  President^Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Ward  8,  doubts 
the  vote  wherebv  the  order  was  declared  to  be  passed. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  will  astc  the  gentle- 
man froui  Ward  8  whether  he  insists  upon  the  divi- 
sion, or  whether  he  will  allow  both  orders  to  be  con- 
sidered? 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  of  Ward  8—1  am  perfectly  satis- 
fied to  pass  tbem  together. 

The  President — The  question  will  be  taken,  then, 
on  the  passage  of  both  orders. 

A  division  was  had,  and  the  orders  were  passed,  37 
for,  3  against. 

Mr.  Wharton,  of  Ward  11,  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Mr.  Wharton,  of  Ward  11,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  reserve 
fund  to  an  appropriation  to  be  called  Primary 
Scboolhouse,  Quiucy  street,  the  sum  of  seven  thou- 
sand dollars,  the  same  to  constitute  a  special  appro 
Sriation  for  the  purchase  of  land  on  Quincy  street 
orcliester  District,  for  a  schoolhouse  site. 

Ordered,  That  the  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and  he 
is  herebv  authorized  to  transfer  from  the  r  eserve 
fundi  to  an  appropriation  to  be  called  Primaiy 
Schoolhouse,  Howard  avenue,  the  sum  of  thirteen 
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thousand  forty-eight  65-100  dollars,  the  some  to  con- 
stitute a  special  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of 
land  on  Howard  avenue,  Dorchester  District,  for  a 
schoolbouse  site. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  move  that  these  orders 
be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  with- 
out mentioning  any  time. 

Mr.  Devlin  of  Ward  13 — I  do  not  see  any  reason 
why  they  should  be  assigned.  I  think  a  majority  of 
the  Council  want,  them  passed  to-night. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  will  explain  my  mo- 
tion. 1  understand  there  are  only  45  members  pres- 
ent, and  to  pass  the  orders  would  require  48  votes.  I 
wish  also  to  explain  that  the  reason  I  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  vote  in  the  way  1  originally  did  was  De- 
cause  I  thought  at  that  time  there  were  48 
members  here,  and  I  was  desirous  that  these  orders 
should  pass  at  the  saun-  time  with  the  others  now  on 
the  table;  but  as  I  find  there  are  only  45  members 
present,  I  move  to  assign  these  orders  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Council 

Mr.  Rosnosky,  ef  Ward  16.  moved  the  previous 
question. 

The  President — The  Chair  will  s^ate  that  he  has 
ascertained  that  there  are  but  4ti  members  present. 

Mr.  Rosnosky ,of  Ward  16,  withdrew  his  motion  for 
the  previous  question. 

The  motion  to  assign  prevailed. 

Mr.  Greenouih  of  Ward  9—1  move  to  take  from 
the  table  the  order  in  relation  to  fitting  up  the  rooms 
of  the  English  High  and  Latin  school  building  at  an 
expense  of  SJIOOO.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
sayB  the  work  oannot  be  done  unless  an  appropria- 
tion is  made.  The  $1000  will  probably  be  given  him 
at  the  next  meeting,  and  he  will  nit  be  culled  upon 
to  pay  the  bills  before  that  time.  If  we  postpone  the 
pa-sage  of  this  order  unti'  the  next  meeting  it  will  he 
t<o  late.  It  is  proposed  to  take  advantage  of  the 
Christmas  vacation  and  lit  no  the  rooms  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  building  for  the  Evening  High  school. 

The  oruer  was  taken  from  the  table  and  passed. 

.Mr.  Greenough,  of  Ward  9,  moveu  a  reconsidera- 
tion, hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

illi;  INVESTIGATION  OF  THE  POLICE  COMMIS- 
SION EES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gove,  of  Ward  1,  the  rule  was 
-u-pended,  and  ho  presented  the  reports  of  the  joint 
special  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  orders 
for  tne  removal  of  Police  Commissioners  Walker, 
Gargau  and  Jones,  and  the  communication  from 
Commissioner  Walker  requesting  an  investigation 
into  the  performance  of  his  duties  as  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners. 

Before  the  reports  were  read  by  the  President,  Mr. 
Gove  moved  that  they  be  assigned  to  the  next  meet- 
ing and  ordered  printed. 

Mr.  Fiupatriek  of  Ward  8—1  would  like  to  state 
in  connection  with  that  repoit  that  there  is  also  a 
minority  report  to  he  submitted,  but  at  the  meeting 
of  the  committee  yesterday,  the  majority  repoits 
were  accepted,  having  been  previously  drawn  up. 
The  minority  are  preparing  a  report,  and  will  be 
ready  to  present  it  to  the  clerk  of  the  committees 
to-morrow  noon,  and  I  ask  leave  to  do  so  and  that  it 
be  printed  with  the  evidence. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  move  that  they  be  assigned  to 
the  next  meeting  without  printing,  because  this  is  [a 
matter  which  may  affect  the  reputation  of  the  com- 
missioners in  some  respects.  I  therefore  move  that 
the  matters  be  assigned  to  the  next  meeting,  but 
without  being  printed.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  very  un- 
fair to  print  the  conclusions  and  whatever  evidence 
there  may  be — I  don't  know  how  much  there  is,  but 
whatever  there  is,  of  course  it  is  to  a 
large  degree  ex-parte,  and  there  is  evidently  a 
division  in  the  committee,  and  their  decision 
comes  in  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  year,  when  we 
can  hardly  give  any  consideration  to  it.  I  therefore 
move  that  they  be  received  and  placed  upon  file. 
If  at  the  next  meeting  there  is  time,  and  the  gentle- 
man wishes  to  brine  up  the  majority  and  minority 
report*,  and  they  can  both  be  considered,  the  Coun- 
cifwhen  it  hears  them  will  also  have  a  chance  to  ex- 
press its  opinion.  1  th'nk  it  is  not  right  to  direct 
tbem  to  be  printed  at  the  present  time.  If  they  are 
placed  upon  tile  to-night,  I  think  the  gentleman  will 
tind  that  ihe  next  meeting  is  the  proper  time  to  have 
thera  printed. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10 — I  believe  the  committee 
have  given  a  great  deal  of  time  to  the  investigation 
of  this  subject.  1  see  no  reason  why  this  Council 
cannot  have  the  benefit  of  their  investigation,  and 
we  shall  not  have  the  benetit  of  it  if  the  reports  are 
placed  on  hie.  I  shall  not  have  an  opportunity  to 
read  them  if  they  are  placed  on  file. 

Mr.  Whittnore— I  call  for  the  reading  of  the  re 
ports.    That  is  certainlj  the  right  of  any  member  of 


this  Council.  If  the  Council  want  to  sit  and  hear 
the  reports  read,  1  am  perfectly  willing  in  that  case 
that  they  shall  be  printed.  I  don't  believe  the 
Council  want  to  hear  tnem  read.  They  have  sus- 
pended the  ruie  to  bring  in  the  report."  The  com- 
mittee do  not  report  in  print.  If  it  were  at  any 
other  period  of  the  year  I  should  not  object,  but  I 
don't  want  the  Council  to  commit  itself  to  print- 
ing the  report  of  the  Investigating  Committee  until 
it  has  been  sent  to  us  for  our  considera'ion.  I  did  not 
wish  to  seem  discourteous  by  moving  to  refer  to  tbe 
next  City  Government,  but  I  think  the  reports  should 
be  reaa  before  being  printed  as  a  public  document. 
If  the  gentleman  desires  \,o  let  it  go  over  until  the 
next  meeting,  I  am  content,  but  I  think  the  manu- 
script report  of  an  investigation  of  our  Police  Com- 
missioners ought  not  to  be  prin  ed.  No  document 
can  be  received  without  its  being  read  it  any  mem- 
ber insists  upon  that.  I  am  willing  to  sit  and  hear 
them  read.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  allow  the 
words  "azd  print"  to  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Wheeler  of  Ward  10— If  tbe  reports  are  mere- 
ly to  be  placed  on  hi  3, 1  should  like  to  have  them 
read  to-night.  I  should  like  to  know  what  their  con- 
tents are.  I  would  ask  if  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
12  intended  to  exclude  them  from  being  printed  in 
our  proceedings,  as  well  as  to  prevent  their  being 
printed  as  a  document? 

Mr.  Fitzpntrick— I  think  it  is  very  unfair  to  have 
one  side  of  the  report  read  to-night  when  the  other 
parties  are  not  ready  to  report.  The  committee 
agreed  unanimously  that  this  matter  should  go  over 
to  the  next  City  Government.  It  was  understood 
that  we  had  no  time  to  consider  the  matter.  We  did 
not  propose  to  consider  it  this  ye»r.  It  was  intended, 
and  it  was  so  stated  in  the  committee,  that  the  re- 
ports should  he  merely  presented  and  passed 
over  to  the  next  City  Government.  I  intended  to 
have  the  minority  report  here  to-night,  but 
as  I  stated  before  the  committee  did  not 
meet  until  yesterday  noon,  and  the  report 
of  the  majority  being  ready  all  thev  had  to  do  was 
to  sign  it.  But  from  some  circumstance?  that  arose 
in  the  committee  it  was  decided  to  have  a  minority 
report.  They  therefore  askeu  that  this  matter  be 
not  considered  to-night,  but  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting  to  give  us  an  opportunity  to  present  the 
minority  report.  So  far  as  the  printing  goes,  I  have 
no  objection  to  the  reports  being  placed  upon  tile 
until  the  next  meeting,  and  then  they  can  be  con- 
sidered it  the  Council  wishes  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Gove — Undoubtedly  the  gentleman  forgot  that 
the  motion  to  be  made  was  tnat  the  matter  be  print- 
ed and  assigned  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council, 
and  then  it  would  go  to  the  next  City  Council,  be- 
cause the  Board  of  Aldermen  would  not  have  an- 
other meeting  until  after  that  time,  and  it  would  be 
iinposs  blc  for  both  branches  to  consider  the  matter 
fully.  Therefore  they  would  have  it  referred  to  the 
next  City  Government,  and  it  was  so  statPd  in  the 
committee  meeting.  Itseems  to  me  the  objections  of 
the  gentleman  trom  Ward  12  are  curious.  He  seems 
to  he  exceedingly  careful,  and  has  such  particular 
care  of  the  reputations  of  the  Police  Commissionirs. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  anything  in  this  report  which 
tbe  public  have  not  a  right  to  see  and  know.  I  think 
the  City  Government  can  get  a  better  idea  of  it,  and 
see  what  the  committee  have  determined  upon,  by 
having  it  before  tbem  in  a  city  document.  It  has 
been  of  great  advantage  to  me  to  have  mat'ers 
printed  and  sent  to  my  office,  so  that  I  could  view 
them  at  my  leisure  and  form  an  opinion.  I  think  it 
ought  to  be  done  in  this  case. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  ot  Ward  16 — I  hope  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  will  prevail.  When  the 
order  was  passed  to  aupoint  a  special  committee  to 
investigate  this  matter  I  was  opposed  to  it.  But  they 
liave  labored  for  three  months  and  undoubtedly 
could  not  bring  in  their  report  any  earlier,  and  I  for 
one  would  like  to  have  it  printed  as  a  document.  I 
will  not  be  here  next  year  to  receive  it.  1  don't  know 
why  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  should  oppose  it. 
t  know  that  in  1879  when  special  investigating  com- 
mittees were  appointed  and  they  asked  to  have  their 
reports  printed,  he  made  no  objection.  As  one  mem- 
ber of  tDis  City  Government,  I  should  be  very  glad 
to  cast  my  voce  to  abolish  the  Police  Commission.  I 
was  a  member  in  1879  when  the  question  arose  in  this 
Council  of  asking  for  the  Police  Commission,  and 
they  said  it  was  .merely  to  get  the  act  and  it  was 
to  come  back  to  the  City  Government.  But  after  the 
act  wa«  passed  th-^y  appointed  a  commission.  The 
City  Government  had  to  swallow  it,  and  we  can- 
not abolish  them.  I  bone  tbe  majority  and  minority 
reports  will  be  printed.  We  can  have  them  at  the 
next  meeting, a'  d  if  there  is  any  debate  upon  tbem, 
the  members  of  this  Council  can  understand  them. 
There  are  some  members  who  are  posted  on  the  mi- 
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nority  and  majority  reports,  but  I  doubt  whether 
many  members  understand  them. 

Mi-.  Fitzpatriek— I  do  not  like  it  to  go  upon  record 
that  thu  matter  was  to  be  assigned  to  the  next 
meeting.  I  think  I  understand  it,  and  the  gentle- 
man trom  Ward  18  who  signed  the  majority  reports 
states  that  they  were  to  be  presented  ^o-night  and 
reierred  to  the  next  City  Government.  It  was  then 
expected  that  the  minority  of  the  committee  would 
be  prepared  with  their  report,  but  we  found  it  im- 
possible to  do  so,  and  shall  have  it  ready  to-morrow 
noon. 

JVIr.  Gove — I  am  certain  I  stated  i.  as  it  appeared 
in  the  committee.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  13, 
who  is  on  the  committee,  understood  it  as  I  did.  It 
would  be  rather  ludicrous,  after  the  position  I  have 
taken,  to  have  this  matter  referred  to  the  next  City 
Government  without  my  having  anything  to  say 
upon  it. 

Mr.  Whitmore — The  real  difficulty  arises  from  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  to  have  his  reports  printed. 
If  this  had  been  a  report  such  as  came  in  from  the 
committee  to  investigate,  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1C, 
we  shoald  know  where  we  are.  They  came  in  with  a 
big  volume  of  testimony,  report  and  everything  else. 
Kut  in  this  matter  my  objeetiou  is  to  our  printing 
the  matter  without  its  having  been  read,  and  at  a 
time  when  we  cannot  consider  it.  I  was  ready  to 
make  this  opposition  to-night  because  I  read  a  news- 
paper report  that  the  majority  report  wound  up  with 
the  recommendation  that  the  Police  Commissioners 
should  be  turned  out  ef  office.  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  expects  that 
we  are  going  to  pass  a  vote  expelling  the  three  com- 
missioners?   Of  course  the  idea  19  absurd. 

Mi.  Gove— If  the  members  of  the  Council  think  as 
I  do,  they  will  vote  to  remove  the  commissioners. 

Mr.  Whitmore — That  is  not  the  question.  I  asked 
whether  the  newspapers  are  correct  in  saying  that 
that  is  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  gentleman  ot  Ward  12  should  ask  the  Chair  to 
read  the  last  part  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  not  only  ask  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  but  I  also  respectfully  raise  t.e  question  of 
order  that  the  reading  of  the  document  cannot  be 
dispensed  with,  certainly  until  it  has  been  com- 
menced, so  long  as  any  member  insists  upon  hearing 
it.  I  suppose  that  is  a  cardinal  principle,  and  by  uni- 
versal consent  it  is  ihe  right  and  privilege  of  every 
member  to  hear  every  paper  read  that  is  going  to 
appear  iu  our  proceedings.  Now,  sir,  I  do  not  believe 
in  printiug  this  ma'ter.  I  think  we  ought  to  take  a 
vote  first  on  the  printing,  before  discussing  the  ques- 
tion of  waiving  tne  privilege  o>  any  member  to  call 
for  the  reading  of  the  reports.  I  do  not  believe  we 
will  come  to  the  conclusion  of  the  majority  of;  the 
committee  to  vote  to  expel  or  turn  out  the  three  com- 
missioners. As  we  are  not  likely  to  come  to  that  con- 
clusion, I  do  not  see  why  we  should  print  the  state- 
ment m  regard  to  it.  Mr.  President,  I  respectfully 
ask  if  there  is  a  quorum  present? 

The  President— [After  a  short  pause.]  A  quorum 
appears  to  be  present. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  would  ask  the  Chair  to  count  or 
order  a  roll  call. 

The  President— The  Chair  has  counted. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  move  the  roll  be  called  to  ascer- 
tain the  number  of  members  present. 

The  question  was  nut,  and  the  Chair  being  in 
doubt,  the  Council  was  about  to  be  divided,  where- 
upon Mr.  Whitmore  moved  that  the  yeas  and  nays 
be  taken  on  tne  pending  question.  The  motion  was 
declared  lost.  Mr.  Wnitniore  doubted  the  vote  and 
asked  tor  a  rising  vote. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — I  call  for  the  previous  question  on 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1. 

The  President— Tne  motion  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  doubted  the  vote  and  asked  for 
a  rising  vote. 

The  Council  was  divided  on  the  question  of  order- 
ing the  veas  and  nays,  8  for,  29  against. 

The  President— The  yeas  and  nays  are  ordered. 
The  question  is  shall  the  roll  be  called  to  ascertain 
whether  a  quorum  is  present. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21—1  do  not  think  there  is  any 
necessity  for  calling  the  roll,  when  it  has  been 
proven  bv  a  division  of  the  house  that  there  is  a 
quorum  present. 

The  Presinent— The  Chair  thinks  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  has  the  right  to  ir.sist  upon  the  roll 
call  if  he  chooses  to,  if  the  Council  orders  it.  The 
question  is  upon  ordering  a  roll  call  to  ascertain  if  a 
quorum  is  present. 

Mr.  Wharton — 1  move  the  Council  adjourn. 

The  President— The  Chair  ihinits  that  is  not  in 
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order  when  a  vote  is  being  taKen.  The  clerk  will  call 
the  roll. 

The  clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll,  during  wbicn 
there  was  some  confusion,  and  many  members  evi- 
dently did  not  understand  the  quessioD. 

Mr.  Emery — I  would  ask  for  information  whether 
we  are  voting  yea  and  nay  or  are  merely  answering 
a  roll  call. 

The  President— The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has 
moved  that  the  rollbe  called  to  ascertain  whether  a 
quorum  is  present  or  not.  A  vole  being  taken  the 
Chair  declared  it  lost.  The  Coancil  was  divided, 
one-fifth  ordered  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  are  now  being  taken  to  solve  the  doubt  on  the 
motion  thai  the  roll  be  called  to  ascertain  whether  a 
quorum  be  present. 

Mr.  Rosnnsky— I  rise  to  the  point  of  order  that  the 
vote  was  taken  and  the  President  has  decided,  and 
will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  inform  me  how  it  stood,  on 
ordering  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  how  many  members 
asked  for  it? 

Mr.  Whitmore— Mr.  President — - 

Mr.  Rosnosky — I  am  on  the  floor.  I  desire  the 
question  decided  how  that  vote  stands. 

The  President— The  Chair  anuounced  the  vote. 

Mr.  Ro:icosky— I  beg  your  pardon,  you  have  not. 

The  President— The  Chair  announced  it,  8  for,  29 


Mr.  Rosnosky — I  doubt  that  vote  myself,  as  I  could 
not  count  eight  members. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
roll  call  having  beea  ordered  and  one  name  called, 
no  discussion  is  in  order. 

The  President— Tne  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is 
right,  that  no  discussion  is  in  o.der.  The  gentleman 
from  Ward  18  not  understanding  what  the  vote  was 
on,  the  Chair  thinks  he  had  a  right  to  ask  for  in- 
formation. 

Mr.  Huntress  of  Ward  11 — I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order.  Ai ore  than  half  the  names  called  have  ans- 
wered "here."  I  do  not  understand  how  a  tally  can 
be  made  from  what  they  say.  Most  of  tne  answers 
have  been  "Lere." 

The  President— The  Chair  will  direct  the  vote  to 
be  taken  again.  The  Chair  wishes  to  state,  so  that 
members  will  understand,  that  the  vote  being  taken 
is  upon  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
that  the  roll  be  called  to  ascertain  whether  a  quorum 
is  present.  This  is  not  a  roll  call  to  ascertain  how 
many  members  are  present.  It  is  a  vote  by  yeas  and 
nays  upon  the  motion  of  toe  gentleman  from  Ward 
12,  that  the  roll  be  called  to  ascertain  whether  a 
quorum  is  present. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  motion  was  lost— yeas 

0,  navs  33. 
Yeas— 0. 

Nays — Bartlett,  Beal,  Brimhecom,  Brown,  Child, 
H.  Clapp,  Costello,  Cunimings,  Dudley,  Emery,  Far- 
well,  Fi.k,  Ford,  Freeman,  Gove,  Greenough,  Hart, 
Hilton,  Huntress,  r.ovell,  Maguire,  Means,  P.  Mor- 
rison, Parkman,  Pratr,  Resnosky,Smith,Vi!es,Wake- 
tield,  Wharton,  Wheeler,  Wi'liauis,  Harrison — 33. 

Absent  or  not  voting-  Barry,  Bigelow,  Bowker, 
Boyle,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Conlin,  Connell,  Cotton, Cronin, 
Daly,  Dana,  Deuney,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  J.  Do- 
herty,  Eddv,  Fitzpatriek,  Folan,  Harding,  Lauten. 
Mathews,  McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  Mc- 
Laughlin, McNamara,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Mullett, 
Murphy,  Pope,  Powers,  Pray,  Quigley,  Rogers, 
Swan,  Teevan,  Walsh.  Welch.  Whitmore— 38. 

Mr.  Gove— I  move  that  debate  upon  this  matter 
be  limited  to  two  miuutes. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  There 
has  been  no  motion  put  to  the  house,  and  no  quorum 
voted  on  the  last  roll  call.  I  ask  that  the  Council  be 
declared  adjourned  for  lack  of  a  quorum,  or  else 
that  the  Chair  follow  the  rule  and  order  a  roll  call 
for  the  purpose  of  deciding  the  question.  Only  32 
members  voted.    Our  rule  is  imperative. 

Mr.  Romosky— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  15,  now  on  the  floor,  had  no 
light  to  interrupt  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1. 

The  President— The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  has 
not  the  right  to  interiupt  the  gentleman  from  Ward 

1,  even  to  ask  if  there  is  a  quorum  present,  if  the 
gentleman  does  not  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  appeal  trom  the  decision  of  the 
Chair. 

The  Piesident — The  Chair  has  made  no  decision. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Then  1  ask  for  the  enforcement 
of  the  rule.  I  call  for  the  enforcement  of  the  rule. 
The  Chair  has  been  forced  before  this  to  declare  the 
Council  adjourned  for  a  lack  of  a  quorum.  I  protest 
against  any  business  being  done.  The  Council  is  ad- 
journed necessarily  for  want  of  a  quorum.  The  last 
vote  by  yeas  and  nays  shows  it.  I  insist  that  the 
Chair  shall  declare  the  Council  adjourned  under 
the  rule.     That  is  the  motion  I  call   for  the  Chair 
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to  put.  It  lie  declines  to  dojlt,  I  shall  apoeal  from 
liia  decision. 

The  President — The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  de- 
mands that  the  Chair  declare  the  Council  adjourned 
for  want  of  a  quorum.  The  Chair  cannot  comply 
with  the  demand  of  the  geDtlemaii.  The  Chair  deems 
it  hie  duty  to  ascertain  whether  a  quorum  is  present 
or  not.  He  may  ascertain  whether  a  quorum  is  pres- 
ent in  either  one  of  three  ways,  bv  making  a  count 
himself,  cr  directing  a  count  bv  others,  or  oy  a  roll 
call  or  standing  vote.  He  may  ascertain  in  aJiy  way 
whether  a  quorum  is  oresent  or  not,  and  upon  him 
the  responsibility  of  deciding  rests.  Since  deciding 
the  point,  the  chair  has  ascertained  that  there  is  a 
quorum  present,  there  being  forty  present  or  more, 
and  37  constituting  a  quorum.  The  Chair  therefore 
declines  to  declare  the  Council  adjourred. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair. 

•Tue  President— The  Chair  has  mude  no  decision. 
He  has  simply  declined  to  act  upon  the  demand  of 
the  gentleman  from  \\  aril  12.  The  question  is  upon 
the  motion  ot  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  appeal  from  that  decision  of  the 
Chair. 

The  President— The  Chair  has  made  no  decision. 

Mr.  Whitmore — 1  beg  pardon.  The  decision  I  ap- 
peal from  is  that  the  point  is  not  in  order. 

The  President—  The  Coair  has  maue  no  decision. 
The  question  is  upon  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  1  that  the  reports  be  printed  and  assigned 
to  the  next  meeting.  Mr.  Whitmore  has  called  for  a 
division  ot  the  question.  The  first  question  is,  shall 
the  further  reading  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Whitmore — 1  would  respectfully  ask,  for  the 
edihcat.ou  of  tbe  future  members  of  this  Council, 
whether,  if  the  Chair  makes  a  decision  that  the  mo- 
tion is  not  in  order,  whether  any  member  can  appeal. 

Mr.  W  burton— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
gentleman  is  not  speaking  to  the  motion  before  the 
house. 

The  President — The  question  before  the  house  is 
upon  the  motion  to  dispense  with  the  further  read- 
ing of  the  reports. 

Mr.  Whitmore— f  would  again  ask  if  any  decision 
ol  the  Chair  can  be  appealed  from? 

The  President— The  Chair  has  made  no  ruling. 

Mr.  Wheeler— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  renew 
the  point  of  order  made  by  the  gentleman  trom  Ward 
11  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12  is  not  in  order. 

The  President — The  question  is  upon  the  motion 
to  dispense  with  the  further  reading  of  the  reports. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Ward  11,  moved  the  previous 
question. 

.Mr.  Fnzparri2k — I  move  the  Council  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  Lovellcf  Ward  1  (holoing  up  an  order)— I 
hope  the  gentleman  will  Dot  insist  upon  that. 

The  President — That  question  is  not  debatable. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  declared  lost.  Mr 
Whitmore  doubted  the  vote,  and  the  Council  was  di 
vided.  3  for,  31  against. 

The  President — The  motion  to  adjourn  is  lost,  3 
for,  31  against,  anu  the  question  now  is,  shall  the 
mam  question  be  put? 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  call  the  attention  of  the  Chair  to 
the  fact  that  less  than  a  quorum  voted  on  the  last 
motion,  and  consequently  it  could  not  be  declared 
passed  or  not  passed. 

The  President — Does  the  gentleman  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Chair  to  the  lact  that  a  quorum  is  not 
present*.' 

Air.  Whitmore—  I  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  a 
quorum  has  not  voted  and  therefore  no  decision  can 
be  n  ade. 

The  President— The  question  is,  shall  the  main 
questi  n  be  now  put. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

Tbe  question  upon  dispensing  with  the  further 
reading  of  the  rei-orts  was  put  and  declared  carried. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  ordering  the  re- 
ports, including  that  of  the  minority,  to  be  printed, 
and  it  was  declared  carried.  Mr.  Whitmore  doubted 
the  vote.    The  Council  was  divided,  29  for,  4  again«t. 

The  President — Twenty  -  nine  gentlemen  have 
voted  in  tbe  affirmative,  and  four  in  the  negative. 
The  motion  to  print  prevails. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it 
would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Whitmore— I  wish  to  file  my  protest  now 
against  any  declaration  now  or  transaction  ot  any 
bng'uess  after  it  has  been  proved  not  only  that  no 
quorum  is  present,  but  no  quorum  voted  on  the  last 
vote  which  calls  for  an  expenditure  of  money,  and  1 
notify  tbe  Chair  that  I  protest  and  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  less  than  a  quorum  voted  on  the  last 
measure. 

Mr.  Parkman  of  Ward  9—1  must  say  1  agree  with 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  12.    I  do  not  see  bow, 


when  the  fact  is  called  to  the  attention  of  tbe  Chair, 
that  no  quorum  voted,  any  order  can  be  passed. 

The  President — Does  the  gentleman  call  atteution 
to  the  fact  that  a  quorum  is  not  present? 

Mr.  Parkman — I  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  a 
quorum  did  not  v.ite  on  that  question. 

Mr.  Rosnosky — I  made  a  motion  for  reconsidera- 
tion hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

rhe  President — Tbe  question  now  is  upon  the  mo- 
tion to  assign  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

Tne  motion  to  assign  was  declared  carried.  Mr. 
Rosnosky  moved  a  reconsideration,  hoping  it  would 
not  prevail. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  doubted  the  vote  declaring  the 
motion  to  assign  curried. 

Mr.  Wharton— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order  that 
thar  doubt  is  not  entertainable  at  the  present  time 
when  another  motion  has  been  put  to  tbe  Chair. 

The  President — Another  motion  was  about  to  be 
put  to  tbe  Council,  but  tbe  Chair  tbinns  the  gentle- 
man lroui  Ward  8  had  used  reasonable  diligence  to 
get  the  ear  ot  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Wharton— I  have  no  doubt  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  8  used  diligence  to  get  the  eve  ot  the 
Chair,  but  as  a  matter  ot  tact  he  did  not  get  it.  It 
would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  bear  what  he  would 
say,  but  as  r  matter  ot  fact  the  gentleman  trom  Ward 
16  got  the  eye  of  the  Chair,  made  a  motion,  and  tbe 
Chair  was  about  to  put  it.  I  maintain  that  after 
that  condition  of  things  the  gentleman  from  Ward  8 
could  not  doubt  the  vote  on  the  preceding  motion. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  compelled  at  the 
present  moment  to  declare  tbe  Council  adjourned 
for  want  of  a  quorum,  as  since  the  taking  of  the  last 
vote  the  number  appears  to  have  been  reduced  to 
'ess  than  37,  and  the  Council  stands  adjourned  until 
next  Thursday  at  half-past  seven  o'clock. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21 — There  are  tnirty-seven 
members  in  this  room  at  this  moment. 

The  Council  wa9  delared  adjourned. 

Following  are  tbe  report:  submitted  by  Mr.  Geve 
of  Ward  1. 

General  Management  of  the  Department. 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  appointed  to  investi- 
gate the  charges  contained  in  au  order  for  the  re- 
moval of  Henry  Walker  from  the  office  of  Police 
Commissioner,  and  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  said  Walker  for  an  investigation  of  his 
official  acts,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report: 

That  Mr.  Walker  substantially  claims  to  have  done 
his  duty  as  a  Police  Commissioner,  by  issuing  a  stand- 
ing oroer  to  the  captains,  "tn  see  that  the"  laws  ate 
enforced;"  and  the  fact  that  no  complaints  are 
made  to  the  Police  Commissioners  that  tbe 
laws  are  not  being  enforced,  satisfies  him  that 
the  department  is  properly  carrying  on  its  work. 
Mr  Walker  says  that  no  special  orders  are 
given  except  upon  special  cases  where  com- 
plaints are  made.  Your  committee  find  there  are 
three  classes  of  crime  which  exist  in  this  city  to  a 
very  great  extent,  to  wit:  the  illegal  sale  ot  liquor, 
keeping  of  houses  of  ill-fame  and  the  keeping  of 
gambling-houses,  all  of  which  are  carried  on  in  such 
an  onen  manner  that  the  places  where  such  prac- 
tices exist  are  known  to  the  police  and  to  the  pub- 
lic. 

The  first-named  is  carried  on  throughout  the  whole 
city,  the  last  two  ar<>  confined  mainly  to  the  city 
proper. 

Mr.  Walker  says  that  during  the  time  he  has  been 
a  member  of  rhe  board  there  has  not  been  anv  special 
order  given  in  regard  to  either  of  said  classes  of 
crime,  except  in  some  particular  cases;  that  the  two 
last  classes  mentioned,  herthinks,  should  be  regulated 
and  kept  within  certain  districts,  so  as  not  to  spread 
them  out  over  the  entire  city,  because  such  evils 
always  will  exist,  and  the  only  remedy  is  to  regulate 
them  and  keep  them  as  quiet  and  orderly  as  possible. 
Mr.  Walker  says  toat  whenever  be  is  officially 
notified  or  complained  to  concerning  any  particular 
place,  he  issnes  orders  to  have  the  matter  examined 
into.  Mr.  Walker  also  says  that  it  is  almost  an  im- 
possibility to  prove  that  a  person  is  guilty  of  illegal- 
ly selling  liquor. 

It  was  in  evidence  before  your  committee  that 
there  are  houses  of  ill-fame  and  gambling  bouses  m 
this  city  that  have  openly  Jone  and  are  now  carry- 
ing on  the  same  business  and  in  the  same  place  as 
for  the  last  eight  or  ten  years  without  hindrance 
or  molestation  from  the  police. 

It  was  also  in  evidence  that  one  of  the  worst  local- 
ities in  the  city  is  now  under  process  of  improve- 
ment, that  within  the  last  lew  months  one  of  our 
citizens  has  moved  into  and  taken  up  bis  residence 
right  in  the  centre  of  that  locality,  solely  for 
the    purpose    of     breaking     up     the   bad     places 
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there  and  improving  the  character  of  the 
place;  that  some  ot  the  place8  have  been 
broken  up  and  those  that  remain  are  preserving 
sometbi#g  akin  to  orcitr;  thit  that  citizen  had  tried 
by  and  through  the  Police  Department  to  have  that 
locality  improved  in  its  morals  and  relieved  of  its 
vicious  people  Out  without  success,  and  had  finally 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  tiie  only  way  in  which 
the  street  could  be  improved  was  for  him  to  take 
hold  of  the  matter  personally,  move  into  the  place 
and  tuen  watch  the  places  there  and  thus  become 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  character  of  the 
places  so  as  to  <estii'\  against  them  in  court.  The 
same  citizen  also  testified  before  your  committee 
that  he  spoke  with  each  member  of  the  Board  of 
Police  Commissioners  in  regard  to  that  loc.dity;  that 
from  Mr.  Walker  he  received  no  real  assistance  in 
the  matter  but  that  from  Messrs.  Jones  and  Gargau, 
when  he  spoke  to  them  ou  the  subject  they  quickly 
offered  and  promptly  gave  him  all  the  assistance  iii 
their  power. 

There  was  testimony  before  your  committee  that 
Mr.  Walker,  in  his  treatment  of  citizens  who 
went  to  him  in  his  official  capacity,  was  discourteous 
and  that  he  treated  theui  in  such  a  maimer  that  the? 
left  him  feeling  hurt  aud  as  though  they  had  been 
abused,  not  on  account  of  their  request  being  re- 
fused but  on  account  of  the  manner  of  Mr.  Walker 
towards  them. 

Mr.  Walker  was  asked  specific  question  by  your 
committee  in  regard  to  various  places  oy  whicn  he 
is  daily  passing,  concerning  the  business  carried  on 
there,  but  he  (Walker)  said  he  could  not  say  any- 
thing in  regard  to  it,  but  your  committee  knew  what 
the  common  report  was  upon  the  street  and  alio  had 
testimony  from  wituesses  before  the  committee, 
which  confirmed  the  street  report,  and  it  was  also 
said  to  your  committee  that  no  person  with  ordinary 
intelligence  could  pass  through  that  locality  during 
the  last  three  or  four  years  without  seeing  that 
the  street  report  concerning  the  same  was  cor- 
rect. 

Your  committee  learned  that  there  was  a  feeling  in 
the  community  against  the  members  of  the  Police 
Commission,  and  that  the  oublic  believed  there  was 
an  unjust  and  improper  discrimination  made  in  the 
granting  of  liquor  liceoses.lyour  committee  therefore, 
examined  into  the  subject  and  fiud  that  there  is  an 
unjust  and  Improper  discrimination  in  the  granting 
of  licenses;  thai  all  applicants  for  licenses  do  not 
stand  on  the  ssme  footing  or  have  an  equal  chance  of 
success  with  others,  that  where  objection  is  made  by 
proper  and  reputable  citizens  to  the  granting  of  any 
particular  license,  it  is  not  of  any  weight  if  the  peti- 
tioner can  bring  a  certain  amount  of  influence  to 
bear  uoon  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners.  Your 
committee  also  find  that  the  construction  placed  upon 
the  law  by  Mr.  Walker,  in  regard  to  the  granting  of 
licenses,  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  few  who  have  a 
num'oer  of  friends  that  will  intercede  for  them  and  not 
for  the  public.  Annexed  hereto  is  a  copy  of  the  testi- 
mony taken  at  one  of  the  meetings  of  tne  committee 
upon  this  subject. 

Your  committee  txamined  into  the  question  of 
the  sale  of  hqaor  and  findtthat  it  is  openly  done  in 
all  parts  of  the  city  between  the  hours  of  midnight 
and  6  o'clock  A.  M.,  also  on  the  Sabbath,  aud 
apparently  no  determined  attempt  is  made  to  stop  it 
or  to  enforce  Ihe  law  against  those  who  aie  carrying 
on  such  practices. 

One  of  the  members  ot  the  City  Government  made 
a  complaint  to  Mr.  Walker  against  certain  numbers 
of  the  Police  Department  for  improper  and  riotous 
conduct,  ard  more  than  three  months  elapsed  before 
any  attempt  was  made  by  Mr.  Walker  to  examine 
into  the  matter.  Mr.  Walker  said  that  he  forgot  it, 
and  that  was  tue  reason  it  hart  not  been  attended  to 
before,  but  Mr.  Walker's  attention  was  called  to  the 
matter  several  times  during  the  three  mouths  bet'ore- 
uientioned. 

Your  committee  find  that  Mr.  Walker  has  not  at- 
tempted to  have  the  laws  enforced;  that  he  does  not 
attempt  to  learn  whether  they  are  enforced  or  not; 
that  when  compnints  are  made  to  hiin  of  the  break- 
ing of  the  laws  he  does  not  endeavor  to  stop  it;  that 
lie  does  not  try  to  have  the  members  of  the  depart- 
nie  t  carry  out  the  rules  as  laid  down  by  the  board, 
and  your  committee  further  find  that  Mr.  Waiker 
has  not  shown  in  this  investigation  lhat  knowledge 
of  the  needs  and  duties  of  the  Police  Department 
that  is  required  of  a  person  who  is  at  its  bead. 

Your  committee  therefore  recommend  his  re- 
moval. 

Your  committee  would  also  recommend  that  the 
Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the  legislature  for  a 
change  in  the  law  whereby  the  power  to  grant  li- 
censes for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  shall  be 
vested  in  some  persons  wno  shall  not  at  the  same 


time  be  members  of  the  Board  of  Police  Commis- 
sioners. 

Clinton  Viles, 
Chas.  H.  Herset, 
Jesse  M.  Gove, 
Thomas  N.  Hart. 
The  Vase  of   Commissioner  Walker. 

The  joint  special  committee  appointed  to  investi- 
gate the  charges  contained  in  an  order  for  the  re- 
moval of  Henry  Walker  from  the  office  of  Police 
Commissioner,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port: 

That  it  appeared  from  the  evidence  introduced  be- 
fore your  committee  that  Mr.  Walker  appeared  be- 
fore the  Muuicipal  Court  of  the  City  of  Boston  for 
the  transaction  of  criminal  business,  apDarenily  as 
counsel  for  the  defendant  in  a  bastardy  process,  but 
from  Mr.  Walker's  testimony  your  committee  find 
that  he  acted  in  such  capacity  because  he  had  been 
informed  that  a  crime  of  a  very  grave  nature  had 
been  committer!,  and  he  considered  that  mode  the 
best  way  to  get  at  the  facts,  so  as  to  bring  the  parties, 
if  guilty  of  the  crime,  before  the  courts,  where  they 
could  he  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

It  also  appeared  before  your  committee  that  Mr. 
Walker  had  appeared  of  record  in  various  courts, 
as  counsel  in  suits  pending  in  said  courts;  but  your 
committee  find  that  in  most  of  said  cases  where  Mr. 
"Walker  appears  be  appears  for  members  .if  the  Po- 
lice Department  who  have  been  sued  for  acts  done 
as  police  officers.  Mr.  Walker  says  at  no  time  has 
he  tried  a  case  of  that  kind,  nor  has  he  received  any 
compensation  for  such  services  so  rendered;  that  he 
did  it  solely  for  the  pnrpose  of  saving  the  officer 
from  expo  i- se. 

Mr.  Walker  also  says  that  the  other  cases  which  he 
has  tried  in  court  were  cases  in  which  he  had  been 
employed  prior  to  his  appointment  as  a  Police  Com- 
missioner, and  which  his  client*  preferred  he  should 
finisu  rather  than  to  have  other  counsel  come  into 
the  case,  and  as  there  were  but  few  of  such  cases  he 
bad  attended  to  them. 

It.  also  appeared  in  evidence  lhat  prioi  to  Mr. 
Walker's  appointment  he  brought  a  suit  in  one  of 
our  courts  in  favor  of  James  Dorr;  that  said  case 
was  tried  l.y  H.  E.  Swazey,  Esq.,  on  Nov  2d  aud  3d, 
'81,  in  the  Superior  Court  tor  this  county;  that  a  let- 
ter and  telegram  w  resent  by  Mr.  Walker  to  sani 
Dorr  on  the  dav  of  their  date,  copies  of  which,  with 
a  copy  of  a  certificate  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Superior 
Criminal  Court  are  hereto  annexed.  That  said  Dorr 
had  been  arrested  and  defaulted  his  bail  upon  one 
complaint  tor  tne  illegal  sale  of  liquor,  and  that  the 
same  had  not  beeu  settled  or  disposed  of  at  the  time 
of  the  trial  of  said  civil  action,  and  that  there  was 
another  warrant  out  against  said  Dorr  upon  another 
complaint  for  the  same  offence.  Mr.  Walker  upon 
inquiry  says  that  before  the  civil  case  came  up, 
he  went  to  tue  District  Attorney  and  stated  the 
facts  in  the  civil  and  criminal  cases,  at  the  request 
ot  Mr.  Swazey,  and  told  him  that  although  Dorr  had 
been  convicted  of  -'larceny  from  the  person,"  and 
had  served  a  sentence  for  the  same,  Mr.  Walker 
thought  Dorr  was  innocent  of  the  crime,  and  Mr. 
Walker  said  he  left  the  whole  matter  in  the  hands  of 
the  District  Attorney  as  to  whether  Dorr  should  be 
troubled  with  arrest  upon  the  criminal  matter  if  ne 
came  here  to  attend  the  trial  of  the  civil  case,  and 
the  District  Attorney  did  give  him  permission  to 
come,  but  did  not  and  could  not  interfere  between 
Dorr  and  his  bondsmen.  Mr.  Walker  said  that  he 
did  not  think  there  was  anything  inconsistent  in  his 
acts  in  that  matter,  aud  the  duties  of  his  position  at 
the  head  of  the  Police  Department  ot  the  City  of 
Boston. 

It  also  appeared  that  Win.  Hackett,  a  member  ot  the 
Polios  force  and  belonging  to  the  liquor  squad  con- 
nected with  the  department,  went  to  New  York  in  Oc- 
tober, 1881,  in  behalf  of  Dorr's  bondsmen  and  also  in 
behalf  ot  the  city,  to  arrest  Dorr  and  bring  him 
back  to  Boston,  but  officer  Hackett  said  he  could  not 
find  Dorr. 

It  should  be  said  here  that  your  committee  do  not 
find  that  Mr.  Walker  had  any  knowledge  whatever 
that  Officer  Hackett  was  going  to  New  VTork. 

Your  committee  therefore  find  that  the  charges 
made  have  been  proven,  but  that  Mr.  Walker  should 
be  commended  for  his  acts  in  regard  to  the  case  iu  the 
Municipal  Criminal  Court,  and  also  iu  regard  to  his 
acts  in  cases  where  police  officers  had  been  sued. 
In  regard  to  Mr.  Walker's  acts  concerning  the  case 
of  James  Dorr  your  committee  find  that  the  same  is 
entirely  inconsistent  with  the  duties  of  his  office;  that 
Mr.  Walker  knew  where  the  fugitive  was  and  sup? 
pressed  the  information,  at  the  same  lime  assisting 
him  to  carry  on  his  private  business;  that  from  the 
testimony  before  your  committee,  your  committee 
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believe  that  Mr.  Walker  has  been  acting  as  counsel 
for  said  Dorr  and  knew  of  bis  whereabouts,  and  also 
knew  of  these  complaints  against  hiui  ever  since  the 
first  of  these  complaints  was  issued  against  Dorr  by 
the  court.  Kule  number  113  in  the  Mauual  of  the 
Department  is  as  follows:  "No  member  shall  coiu- 
muuicute  to  any  person  any  information  which  may 
enable  persons  to  escape  trom  arrest,  or  punishment, 
or  that  may  enable  th^iu  to  dispose  of,  or  se- 
crete any  goods,  or  other  valuable  things,  stolen  or 
otherwise  unlawfulh  ootained."  Mr.  Walker  says 
that  the  Hoard  "f  Police  Commissioners  have  issued 
a  standing  order  to  the  captains  of  the  various 
stations  "to  see  that  the  laws  are  enforced." 
Your  committee  therefore  find  tha  Mr.  Walker 
has  not  only  a.  ted  in  a  manner  inconsistent  with  his 
office  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Police  Commis- 
sioners, but  has  also  violated  both  in  spirit  and  let- 
ter his  own  Rules  ami  Orders.  And  in  the  case  of 
James  Dorr,  instead  of  assisting  in  having  the  laws 
enforced,  Mr.  Walker  lias  been  instrumental  in  aid- 
ing the  fugitive  to  escape  the  penalty  of  his  own 
illegal  acts. 

Your  committee  therefore  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  order. 

Clinton  Viles, 
Chas.  H.  Hebsey, 
Jesse  M.  Gove, 
Thomas  N.  Hakt. 

The  Case  of  Commissioner  Gargan. 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  appointed  to  investi- 
gate the  charges  contained  in  an  order  for  the  re- 
moval of  Thomas  J.  Gargan  from  the  office  of  Police 
Commissioner,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report : 

that  Mr.  Gargan  appeared  before  tliein  and  made 
the  following  statement:  That  by  reason  of  over- 
work he  suffered  during  the  winter  mouths  from  ex- 
treme nervous  prostration,  and  to  sucn  a  degree  that 
his  physician  ordered  him  to  leave  work  and  the  city 
if  he  wished  to  live;  that  he  consulted  his  physician 
as  to  the  place  where  lie  should  go  to  recuperate  his 
he:  lth,  and  that  the  Hot  Spring's  ol  Arkansas  was 
settled  upon  as  being  a  proper  place;  that  shortly 
after  tnat  time,  but  before  ha  left  Boston,  a  proposi- 
tion was  made  to  him  to  go  to  Mexico  in  behalf  .of  a 
Railroad  Company,  the  company  agreeing  to  pay  his 
expet  ses;  he  then  consulted  his  physician  and  was 
advised  by  him  that  the  climate  in  Mexico  would  be 
as  beneficial  to  him  as  in  Arkansas,  and  thereupon 
he  obtained  permission  of  the  Mayor  to  go,  as  he 
supposed  the  Mayor  was  his  superior  officer,  and  the 

Sro,  er  person  to  apply  to,  an.i  on  the  25th  day  of 
larch,  1881,  he  left  Boston  for  Mexico,  a"d  did  not 
return  to  Boston  until  the  26th  day  ot  June,  1881. 
Mr.  Gargan  further  says  that  duriug  the  major  part 
of  the  time  that  he  was  away  he  was  very  sick,  and 
that  he  had  uot  bar  ly  recovered  when  his  wife  was 
taken  down  with  a  fever  and  remained  sick  until 
their  return.  That  he  did  not  receive  anv  compen- 
sation from  said  railroad  company  excepting  the 
pa  uient  of  his  expenses. 

Your  committee  asked  the  opinion  of  the  City  So- 
licitor, Mr.  Healy,  upon  the  following  question: 
"Has  a  Police  Commissioner  the  right  under  the 
ordinance  to  absent  himself  from  fie  city  for  a  pe- 
riod of  thirty  days  without  the  consent  of  the  City 
Council  having  been  first  obtained?" 

On  which  question  Mr.  Healy  gave  the  following 
opinion:  "A  Police  Commissioner  has  not  the  right 
to  absent  himself  from  the  city  and  his  duties  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  City  Council." 

Your  committee  are,  therefore,  of  the  opinion 
that  the  charge  made  has  been  proven;  that 
although  Mr.  Gargan  says  he  supposed  that 
the  Mayor  was  his  superior  officer  to  whom 
he  should  apply  for  leave  ot  absence,  yet  in  the 
opinion  of  your  committee  that  should  not  have 
any  weight,  as  under  the  statutes  of  this  Common- 
wealth the  Major  lias  the  right  only  in  case  of  an 
emergency  to  assume  command  of  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  Police  Department,  thereby  showing  it 
was  not  the  intention  of  the  legislature  to  leave  the 
matter  in  doubt  as  to  the  superior  officer  in  that  de- 
partment. That  the  .'mayor  is  not  the  superior  officer, 
but  is  granted  by  statute,  in  cases  ot  emergency, 
certain  powers,  but  cannot  be  construed  as  the  head 
officer  of  th»t  department,  Furthermore,  it  takes 
the  concurrent  action  of  both  branches  of  the  City 
Government  to  confirm  the  Mayor's  appointment  for 
that  office,  and  it  seems  to  your  committee  that  a 
person  who  would  give  any  other  construction  to  the 
statutes  and  ordinances  than  the  one  given  bv  the 
City  Solicitor  would  be  incompetent  to  perform  the 
duties  attendant  upon  the  office  ot  a  Police  Com- 
missioner of  the  City  of  Boston.  The  Police  Com- 
missioners themselves  give  the  same  construction, 


for  on  page  18  in  the  manual  issued  by  order  of  th 
Police  Commissioner*  the  following  preface  appears: 
"The  Police  Department  of  the  City  of  Bjston  con- 
sists of  a  'Board  of  Police  Commissioners,'  three  in 
number,  nominated  by  the  Mavor  and  confirmed  by 
the  City  Council,  and  a  'Police  Force'  appointed  by 
said  board." 

In  the  opinion  of  your  committee  Mr.  Gargan  has 
acted  in  violation  of  the  statutes  and  ordinances,  and 
should  be  held  strictly  accountable  therefor,  for 
when  the  neud  of  a  department  will  do  that,  which 
if  done  by  a  subordinate  would  cost  the  subordinate 
his  position,  it  is  much  more  necessary  that  the 
superior  officer  should  be  dealt  with,  at  least,  equal 
severity;  for  if  the  superior  orhcer  breaKs  the  law 
with  impunity  and  does  not  suffer  by  it,  be  is  looked 
upon  with  contempt  wheu  he  attempts  to  enforce  the 
same  rule  or  law  upon  others  who  are  his  inferior  in 
office,  and  under  our  form  of  government  one  man, 
although  the  highest  in  office,  is  as  amenable  to  the 
law  as  the  poorest  and  lowest  man  in  the  street,  but 
the  ounishmentthptshould  be  meted  out  for  breakiug 
the  law  should  fall  the  heaviest  and  be  most  severe 
upon  he,  who,  by  his  position,  influence  and  educa- 
tion, is  bound  and  presumed  to  know  the  law. 

Therefore  your  committee  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  order. 

Clinton  Viles, 
Chas.  H.  Hersey, 
Jesse  M.  Gove, 
Thomas  N.  Hart 

The  Case  of  Commissioner  Jones. 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  appointed  to  investi- 
gate the  charges  contained  in  an  order  for  the  re- 
moval of  Edward  J.  Jones  from  the  office  of  Police 
Commissioner,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
report: 

Your  committee,  at  one  of  its  meetings,  voted  to 
reqnest  Mr.  Jones  to  furnish  the  committee  with  a 
detailed  statement  of  the  number  of  cases  in  whicli 
he  had  acted  as  Bail  Commissioner  and  Commission- 
er of  Insolvency  during  the  period  in  which  he  had 
been  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Police  Commission- 
ers, together  with  the  amount  of  fees  he  hid  receiv- 
ed for  such  service,  which  request  Mr.  Jones  cheer- 
fully complied  with. 

It  appears  by  said  statement  that  Mr.  Jones  has 
acted  as  Bail  Commissioner  and  Commissioner  of  In- 
solvency from  April  1st,  1880,  to  June  15th,  1881,  in 
733  cases,  98  of  which  were  charity  cases  aud  for 
which  he  received  no  fees;  that  iu  the  otber635  cases 
he  received  an  average  fee  of  $2  per  case,  making  a 
total  receipt  from  the  two  offi-es  of  Bail  Commis- 
sioner and  Commissioner  of  Insolvency  for  fourteen 
and  one  half  months  of  $1270.  Mr.  Jones  says  that 
his  office  expenses  for  that  period  amounted  to  $600, 
and  Mr.  Joues  claims  that  $500  of  that  sum  should 
be  deducted  from  the  $1270. 

Mr.  Jones  also  says,  that  the  fees  earned  by  bint 
?s  Commissioner  of  Insolvency  have  been  earned  be- 
tween the  hours  ot  3  o'clock  a"d  6  o'clock  P.  M.;  and 
that  the  fees  earned  by  him  as  Bail  Commissioner  have 
been  earned  between  the  hours  of  «J  o'clock  P.M. 
and  4  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  at  no  time  has  the  taking  of 
bail  or  acting  as  Commissioner  of  Insolvency  in  any 
manner  interfered  with  his  duties  as  a  Police  Com- 
missioner, but  rather  to  the  contrary;  for  when  lie  is 
called  to  take  bail  at  any  of  the  stations  he  has  an 
opportunitv  of  seeing  whether  or  not  the  officers 
are  attending  to  their  duties  and  instructing  them 
in  such  matters  as  circumstances  may  re- 
quire. Mr.  Jones  further  says,  that  being  a  Po- 
lice Commissioner  was  an  assistance  to  him 
as  Bail  Cc  mmissioner,  because  people  knowing 
him  to  be  one  of  the  Police  Commissioners  would 
be  likely  to  furnish  better  hail  tlian  they  otherwise 
would. 

Mr.  Jones, in  answer  to  the  inquiry  as  to  "whether 
or  n<t  officers  had  sent  for  hiin  to  act  as  Bail  Com- 
missioner on  account  of  his  being  a  Police  Com- 
missioner," answered,  "that  lie  bad  no  doubt  they 
had." 

Your  committee  asked  the  opinion  of  the  City  So- 
licitor, Mr.  Healy,  upon  the  following  question, 
"Has  a  Police  Commissioner  the  right  under  the  or- 
dinance,etc., to  act  as  Bail  Com  nissioner  or  Commis- 
sioner of  Insolvency,  or  engago  in  busine-s  of  any 
kind  not  connected  with  bis  office  of  Police  Commis- 
sioner, either  during  office  hours  or  at  any  other 
time,  for  compensation?" 

To  v,  hich  question   Mr.  Healy  made  the  following 


ep'.y: 
"The 


I'he  ordinance  passed  June  14, 1878,  provides  that 

the  members  of  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners 

shall  devote  their  time  to  the  duties  of  the  office,  and 

shall  not  actively  engage  iu  any  other  business." 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  tho  charges 


8HO 


COMMON     COUNCIL. 


made  have  been  proven,  and  that  Mr.  Jones  has  been 
actively  engaged  in  taking  bail  and  acting  as  a  Com- 
missioner of  Insolvency,  in  violation  of  the  ordi- 
nance, during  tbe  whole  time  in  which  he  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners. 

Your  committee  also  find  that  the  office  of  Police 
Commissioner  and  Bail  Commissioner  are  incom- 
patible. Because  officers  will,  as  Mr.  Jones  says  he 
has  no  doubt  they  have,  send  for  him  to  act  as  Bail 
Commissioner  on  account  of  his  being  one  of  the  Po- 
lice Commissioners,  and  in  that  way  having  ren- 
dered a  service  to  the  head  of  their  department, 
there  would  be  a  liability  of  want  of  proper  dis- 
cipline among  those  who  should  get  large  num- 
bers of  bailable  cases  for  the  head  of  the  department 
to  officiate  in ;  for  the  officers  would  presume  that 
wl  en  they  had  furnished  their  superior  officer  with 
opportunities  to  make  money  and  he  hal  accepted 
them,  that  they  would  be  dealt  with  more  leniently 
than  others,  thus  creating  jealousy  among  the  offi- 
cers, so  that  each  would  be  striving  to  make  as 
many  arrests  as  possible,  in  order  that  his 
superior  officer  might  get  a  fee  and  the  subordinate 
riseLin  the  estimation  and  good  graces  of  his  superiorT 
thereby  opening  the  door  to  a  great  amount  of  fraud 
and  corruption,  anu  making  the  rules  of  the  depart- 
ment, which  are  created  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
whole  city,  of  no  avail;  and  thus  the  office  of  Police 
Commissioner,  which  should  be  above  suspicion, 
would  be  brought  into  contempt,  and  its  members 
have  the  reputation  of  being  in  the  market  to  the 
highest  bidder. 

That  although  it  is  claimed  by  Mr.  Jones  that  a 
benefit  is  derived  by  bis  going  to  the  various  stations 
to  bail  people,  thereby  giving  him  an  opportunity  to 
see  that  the  city's  business  is  being  properly  carried 
on,  it  is  not,  in  the  judgment  of  your  committee,  of 
any  weight,  as  it  is  the  duty  of  the  members  of  the 
Police  Commission  to  see  that  the  department  is 
properly  carrying  out  the  woik  belonging  to  it  at 
all  times. 

It  is  also  claimed  by  Mr.  Jones  that  better  bail  is 
likely  to  be  offered  to  him  as  Bail  Commissioner,  be- 
cause be  is  a  member  of  the  Polire  Commission. 
That  may  be  true;  but  even  if  true,  it  is  based  upon 
a  wrong  principle,  as  it  is  manifestly  improper  anci 
wrong  for  one  person  at  the  head  of  a  department, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  prosecute  those  who  break  the 
laws  of  this  Commonwealth  and  the  ordinances  of 


the  city,  and  at  the  same  time  receive  money  for  ser- 
vices rendered  the  very  party  and  upon  the  same 
matter  which  he  and  his  subordinates  are  prosecuting 
the  party  upon. 

Mr.  Jones  says  that  when  he  was  appointed,  in  1880, 
one  of  the  Police  Commissioners,  it  was  for  a  short 
term,  and  he  intended,  that  if  he  should  be  appointed 
for  the  long  term,  in  1881,  to  stop  acting  as  Bail 
Commissioner;  but  your  committee  find  that  al- 
though that  might  have  been  Mr.  Jones's  intention 
in  1880,  he  has  not  carried  his  intention  into  effect; 
for  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  Police  Commission- 
ers March  7th,  1881,  ard  confirmed  March  18th,  1881, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  continually  acting  as 
Bail  Commissioner. 

Mr.J  ones  also  says  that  if  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Solicitor  that  he  (Jones)  cannot,  under  the  ordinance, 
legally  and  properly  act  as  Bail  Commissioner  and 
Commissioner  of  Insolvency,  then  he  will  decline 
any  further  service  in  such  capacity ;  but  your  com- 
mittee find  that  Mr.  Jones,  when  he  was  appointed 
to  the  office  in  1880,  had  already  duly  considered  the 
ordinance  and  had  formed  the  same  opinion  that  the 
City  Solicitor  has,  and  the  onlv  one  that  your  com- 
mittee think  could  be  given  to  the  ordinance,  to  wit: 
"That  he  could  not  properly  act  as  Bail  Commis- 
sioner and  Commissioner  of  Insolvency  and  Police 
Commissioner  at  the  same  time." 

Rule  148  of  the  rules  governing  the  Police  Depart- 
ment prescribes  that  "each  member  of  the  police 
force  shall  aevote  his  whole  time  and  attention  to 
the  business  of  the  department,  and  he  is  expressly 
prohibited  from  following  any  other  calling  or  being 
employed  in  any  other  business.  Although  certain 
hours  are  allotted  to  the  respective  members  for  rhe 
performance  of  cuty  od  ordinary  occasions,  yet  at  all 
times,  when  notified,  he  must  be  prepared  to  act  im- 
mediately." Youi  committee  therefore  find  that 
Mr.  Jones  has  knowingly  acted  in  violation  of  the 
ordinance  of  the  city  and  in  violation  of  the  rules 
established  bj  tbe  Board  of  Police  Commissioners 
far  the  government  of  that  department.  your 
committee  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
order. 

Clinton  Viles, 
Chas.  H.  Hersey, 
Jesse  M.  Gove, 
Thomas  N,  Hart. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

DECEMBER    97,    1881. 


Regular  meeting  of  the  Board  ot  Aldermen  at  4 
P.  M.,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Alderman  O'Brien, 
Chairman,  presiding. 

EXECUTIVE  APPOINTMENTS. 

Constables— John  May,  Luther  Davis.    Confirmed. 
Public  Weighers— Joseph  Sidwell,  Clifton  Mon- 
tague.   Confirmed. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

To  the  Committee  on  Paving— Vim.  H.  Sayward 
and  others,  that  Monadnock  street  be  graded  and 
edgestones  set,  &c. 

Maverick  Oil  Co.,  for  leave  to  lay  a  pipe  under 
Centre  street. 

Maverick  Oil  Co.,  for  leave  to  lay  a  pipe  under  Sa- 
ratoga street. 

Mary  Aid,  for  abatement  of  sidewalk  and  edge- 
stone  assessment  on  P  and  Third  streets. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— Chas.  R.  McLean 
and  others,  that  Border  street  be  lighted  with  gas. 

Daniel  J.  Bagley  and  others,  for  a  lamp  in  Globe 
alley. 

Board  of  Police  Commissioners,  that  Scollay 
square,  the  Common  and  Public  Garden  be  lighted 
with  rlect.ic  lights. 

Daniel  A.  Hatch  and  others,  that  a  passageway  be- 
tween Columbus  avenue,  Springfield  and  Worcester 
streets  be  lightc  :. 

To  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims — Cbas.  B.  Cum- 
mings,  trustee,  for  a  sewer  in  Harvard  street,  be- 
tween Washington  street  and  Harrison  avenue. 

To  the  Committee  on  Steam  Engines — D.  H.  Jacobs 
&  Son,  for  leave  to  erect  and  use  an  additional  steam 
boiler  at  96  and  98  Sudbury  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Bridges — American  Bell  Tele- 
phone t;o ,  for  leave  to  erect  poles  on  Warren  Bridge 
neir  Beverly  street,  and  on  Marlborough  street,  be- 
tween Berkeley  street  and  West  Chester  park. 

To  the  Committee  cm  Survey  and  Inspection  of 
Buildings  on  the  part  of  the  Board — N.W.  Haher, 
for  leave  to  project  a  lantern  at  5-7  Battery  street. 

To  the  Committee  on  Harbor.— Copy  of  proposed 
petition  of  Cambridge  for  bridge  over  Cbarles  river, 
between  West  Chester  park  and  the  forks  of  the 
road. 

To  the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the 
Board— Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  fol- 
lows: 

Robert  Dudley,  wooden,  10  horses,  Rutherford 
avenue,  near  Miller  street,  Ward  5. 

Sarah  J.  Low,  new  WDoden,  2  horses,  Falcon  street, 
Ward  1. 

John  Turner,  new  wooden,  4  horses,  Medford 
street,  Ward  4. 

The  following  was  received  and  read  at  the  re- 
quest ot  Alderman  Frost: 
To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Aldermen  of  the  City  of 

Boston. 

Respectfully  represents  your  petitioner,  the  New 
England  Weston  Electric  Light  Company,  estaV 
lished  in  Boston,  that  it  will  be  glad  to  furnish  elec- 
tric light  of  the  best  quality  for  the  purpose  of  light- 
ing the  public  streets  and  squares  ot  Boston,  at  the 
rate  of  titty-eight  cents  per  light  per  night 

That  is  to  say,  this  company  will  furnish  at  fifty- 
eight  cents  per  lamp  per  night,  all  that  the  Brush 
Electric  Light  Company  have  offered  to  furnish  at 
sixty-five  cents  per  lamp  per  night. 

And  your  petitioner  further  represents  that  jus- 
tice and  the  city's  welfare  alike  require  that  this 
company  should  have  an  opportunity  to  bid  upon 
the  contract  tor  lighting  the  streets  before  any  bind- 
ing arrangement  is  made  by  the  city  with  the  Brush 
Electric  Light  Company. 

Wherefore,  your  petitioner  respectfully  prays  that 
the  order  passed  by  your  honorable  board  at  its  last 
meeting,  whereby  the  Superintendent  of  lamps  was 
authorized,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Lamps,  to  light  the  streets  and  squares  with 
Brush  electric  light,  may  be  so  modified  that  the 
Superintendent  of  Lamps  may  be  authorized,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Lamps  of  the  City 
Government  of  1882,  to  contract  with  such  electric 
light  company  as  shall  make  the  most  favorable  con 


tract  with  the  city  for  the  lighting  of  the  streets  and 
squares  of  the  city  with  electric  light  at  a  cost  not 
exceeding  sixty  cents  per  light  per  night. 

And  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  may. 
The  New  England  Weston  Electric  Light 

Company,  by       F.  L.  Higginson,  President, 
Moses  Williams,  Jr  ,  Treas. 

Boston,  Dec.  24, 1881. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Frost  the  petition  was 
laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Alderman  Breck  presented  k.  petition  from  A.  A. 
Folsom  and  many  others,  residents  and  taxpayers  on 
Park  square,  in  favor  of  lighting  said  square  with 
the  Brush  electric  light 

Also  the  petition  of  Charles  E.  Powers  and  others 
in  favor  cf  lighting  Scollay  square  with  the  Brush 
electric  light. 

Severally  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present,  on  mo- 
tion of  Alderman  Breck. 

hearings  on  orders  op  notice. 

Hearings  were  had  as  follows: 

Steam  Engines. 

On  petitions  for  locations  and  use  of  steam  engines, 
etc.,  by  Burgess  &  Perry,  40  horse  power,  on  Amory 
street;  Cbarles  H.  Towne,  4  horse  power,  rear  of 
134  Border  street;  James  W.  Kenney,  40  horse  power, 
on  Terrace  street. 

No  objections.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Steam 
Engines. 

South  Boston  Railroad. 

On  petition  of  South  Boston  R.  R.  Company  for 
leave  to  lay  a  curved  track  on  Broadway,  at  Third 
street. 

No  objections.  Recommitted  to  Committee  on 
Paving. 

bast  boston  ferry  directors. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Eoenezer 
Adams,  resigning  the  office  of  Director  East  Boston 
ferries,  to  take  effeet  Dec.  31.  Accepted.  Sent 
down. 

PAPERS    FROM  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Arnold  Arboretum. 

Report  of  the  Special  Committee  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  (Doc.  134)  in  favor  of  the  accept- 
ance of  the  Arnold  Arboretum,  and  for  a  loan 
of  $60,000  to  meet  the  estimated  expense,  with 
further  conditions, — that  the  cost  of  the  necessary 
driveways  shall  not  exceed  875,000,  and  that  before 
any  agreement  is  completed,  a  series  of  rules  and 
regulations  to  govern  the  use  of  the  grounds  shall 
be  framed,  satisfactory  to  the  Mayor,  the  Park  Com- 
missioners and  Corporation  Counsel. 

The  order  was  passed  in  concurrence,  yeas  11,  nays 
1,  i Alderman  Curtis  voting  nay.  Alderman  Viles 
moved  to  reconsider,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 
Lost. 

Extra  High-Service  Water  Supply. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  in  favor 
of  an  appropriation  of  $744,000  for  extension  of 
high-service  water  supply,  and  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water  in  favor  of  the  acceptance  of  Chap. 
189  of  the  Acts  ot  1881,  came  up  referred  to  the  next 
City  Council. 

Alderman  Caldwell — 1  move  the  board  adhere  to 
their  former  vote.  This  subject  was  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Water.  The  Water  Board  and  the  City 
Engineer  have  petitions  and  applications  almost 
every  day,  requiring  better  force  for  the  water. 
There  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  done  and 
done  immediately.  I  hope  the  board  will  adhere  to 
their  former  action. 

Alderman  Woollej  in  the  chair. 

Alderman  O'Brien — When  the  Water  Board  have 
been  dilatory  in  the  performance  of  their  duty  I 
have  always  been  ready  to  find  fault;  with  them.  But 
when  they  do  a  commendable  act;  when  they  urge 
upon  us  a  work  of  great  necessity,  I  feel  that  I 
should  defend  their  action.  This  matter  has  not 
Deen  hastily  considered.  It  has  been  favorably  con- 
sidered by  the  Water  Committee  and  by  the  Finance 
Committee,  and  I  believe  it  would  be  almost  a  crime 
to  stop  its  progress  at  the  present  time.  Brighton, 
Jamaica  Plain,  West  Roxburv,  Roxbury  and  Dor- 
chester all  require  and  demand  an  increase  ol  the 
high-service  water  supply.  I  know  that  the  lack  of 
it  is  stopping  the  progress  of  building  in  those  sec- 
tions of  the  city.  I  know  that  it  interferes  with  the 
settlement  of  the  high  lands  of  Boston,  because  they 
have  not  a  sufficient  vt  ater  supply.  As  I  have  said 
before  at  this  board,  a  man  who  built  twelve  houses 
in  the  Highlands  came  to  me  within  a  year  and  said 
that  he  bad  stopped  building  in  that  location  because 
he  could  not  get  the  high  service  to  supply  his  nouses 
with.    He  intended  to  build  twelve  more,  ind  on  in- 
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quiry  at  the  Water  Board  1  found  tuat  they  had 
gone  to  the  extent  or  their  power  of  furnishing 
a  supply  for  him,  and  could  give  no  addi- 
tional supply  of  hia'n  service  to  the  people 
who  re-icle  'in  thai  locality.  I  have  no  oi'aita- 
ti  in  in  s  lying  tliat  about  one-half  of  the  population 
of  Huston  now  reside  in  those  localities;  and  a  large 
portion  of  that  population  require  the  high-service 
water  supply.  Seventy  thousand  inhabitants  of 
South  Bostou,  many  of  them  living  on  elevated 
places;  the  people  on  ttxi  Roxnury  Highlands,  and  in 
Brighton,  Jamaica  Plain,  all  require  additional  high- 
service  supply.  That  this  matter  ha.  been  fully  con- 
sidered I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  board  to 
what  has  been  done.  On  Nov.  7th,  the  Water  Board 
sent  i  communication  to  the  City  Council,  in  which 
they  say : 

"in  addition  to  the  reasons  which  have  been  given 
heretofore  for  the  building  of  these  works  the  board 
would  state  that  there  has  been  grrat  complaint  from 
resident^  of  the  district  closely  bordering  noon  the 
high-Service  limits  of  an  insufficient  supply  of  water, 
especially  whenever  in  extreme  cold  or  hot  weather 
tin-  consumption  has  been  larire  on  the  low  service. 
This  difficulty  can  only  he  remedied  hy  lowering  the 
high-se/vice  line  and  increasing  the  area  supplied 
from  the  high  service,  or  by  increasing  the  number 
of  mains  leading  from  ubestnut-Hill  Reservoir  to  the 
city.  The  laving  of  one  new  main  at  a  lar«e  expense 
has  but  lust  been  completed,  and  the  complaints 
have  been  ou'y  slightly  abated  thereby,  and  the  board 
foresee  that  unless  the  new  hgh-service  works  are 
soon  Iruilt  the  demand  tor  another  main  will  soon  be- 
come imperative." 

The  City  Engineer  in  his  communication  to  the 
Water  Board  fays: 

"The  necessity  for  new  high-service  works  has 
been  recognized  bv  the  pres-nt  Water  Board,  and 
those  which  have  preceeded  it  ever  siuce  the  careful 
investigation  and  report  of  the  former  City  Engineer, 
Mr.  Jo-.  P.  Davis.    (City  Doc.  No.  117, 1875)." 

We  can  see  by  this  that  the  matter  has  been  fully 
and  impartially  considered  hy  our  Water  Commis- 
sioners and  City  Engineers  since  1875,  a  period  of 
some  seven  years.    [Reading.] 

"This  necessity  lias  been  tided  over  until  the  pres- 
ent time  by  temporary  expedients,  such  as  the 
Bright  <u  high-service  works,  and  the  addition  of  the 
3,iiOU,oo)  gallons  Worthington  pumping  engine  at  the 
Hlghlaud  Pumping  Station,  and  also  bv  a  refusal  to 
extend  the  high-service  system  except  where  it  was 
imperatively  demanded.  It  is  not,  I  think,  necessary 
for  me  tj  repeat  in  this  communication  my  reasons 
for  recommending  early  action  to  be  taken  for  the 
construction  of  these  works.  They  are  contained  in 
in;  reports  of  the  two  past  years  to  your  board,  and 
have  been  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  receive 
your  indorsement." 

In  the  Board  of  Aldermen  on  Nov.  28,  Alderman 
Caldwell  submitted  the  following  from  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Water: 

"Report  from  Committee  on  Water,  oo  the  request 
of  the  Water  Board  for  on  appropriation  of  §743,000 
for  the  purpose  of  exteoding  the  nigh-service  sys- 
tem: 

"Majority  report,  recommending  that  the  request 
be  granted,  and  the  required  appropriation  be  pro- 
vided. Also  recommending  the  passage  of  an  order — 
That  Chapter  129  of  the  Acts  of  1881  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  accepted  by  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Boston. 

"Minority  report,  signed  by  Councilman  Rosnosky, 
dissenting  from  the  recommendations  of  the  major- 
ity, being  of  opinion  that  no  action  upon  the  matter 
i-  ncri-ssary  at  the  preseut  time." 

This  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
who  at  the  December  meeting  submitted  a — 

"Report  oo  the  report  of  Committee  on  Water  iu 
favor  of  granting  the  request  of  the  Boston  Wa«r 
Board  for  an  appropi  iation  for  the  extension  of  the 
high  service  with  an  order— That  the  Treasurer  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  borrow  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Committee  ou  Finance,  and  at  such 
rate  of  interest  as  they  shall  determine  8744,010;  this 
sum  is  hereby  constituted  a  special  appropriation  for 
the  extension  of  the  high  service  of  the  Cochituate 
Water  Works,  and  appropriated  for  said  purpose. 
Order  passed— Yeas.  11;  nays,  0.    Sent  down. 

"The  order  to  accept  Chapter  12'J  ot  the  Acts  of 
1881,  referred  to  tue  Finance  Comuittee  with  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Water,  was  passed.  Sent 
down." 

We  can  see  that  this  matter  has  been  fully  consid- 
ered, impartially  passed  upon,  by  the  Water  Commis- 
sioners, hy  the  City  Engineer,  the  Committee  on 
Water  and  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  favorably 
acted  upon  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  without  a  dis- 
senting voice.    At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Common 


Council  a  petition  was  presented  which  I  must  say  I 
1  .ok  upon  with  a  great  deal  of  surprise,  as  it  appears 
to  be  a  very  mischievous  one.    [Heading  ] 

"Respectfully  represent  the  undersigned  citizens 
of  Boston  and  taxpayers  therein  that  their  attention 
has  recently  been  called  to  ton  subject  of  the  water 
supoly  of  said  city,  and  that  in  their  opinion  a  public 
hearing  should  be  had  upon  the  subject  before  the 
appropriation  of  $744,000  is  made  for  the  high  ser- 
vice, which  they  believe  may  be  almost  if  not  entire- 
ly saved;  wherefore  they  pray  that  said  appropria- 
tion may  be  suspended  and  a  hearing  had  upon  said 
subject. 

■'Boston,  D»e.  8, 1881. 

"J.  Putnam  Bradlee, 

"By  J.  R.  Bullnrd,  Att'y. 
"J.  Avery  Richards. 
"X.  Henry  crafts. 

"I  believe  a  hearing  should  be  granted  to  the  above 
petitioners. 

"Joshua  D.  Ball 
"B.  F.  Brooks, 
"One  of  am!  for  the  Estate  of  John  Simmons. ' 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  as  much  respect  as  any 
citizen  of  Boston  for  such  men  as  J.  1-utna"'  Brad- 
lee,  J.  Avery  Richards  and  B.  F.  Brooks.  But  they 
will  never  get  my  consent  to  liave  a  hearing,  or  to 
block  this  high-service  supply  by|coming  in  hereai  the 
eleventh  hour  and  asking  us  to  undo  what  has  been 
the  work  of  years.  If  tlo-v  oopose  this  high-service 
system,  they  should  have  come  io  long  before  thi  • 
time.  It  is  a  matter  that  has  been  discussed  for 
years.  To  allow  a  petition  of  that  kind  to  defeat  the 
high  extra  high  service  for  anotner  year  wotld,  I 
think.be  foltv  on  the  part  of  the  City  Council.  These 
petitioners  also  recommend: 

"Now,  before  rushing  into  a  new  scheme  for  spend- 
ing a  million  dollars,  would  it  not  be  well  to  Iry  a 
little  economy  iu  the  use  of  water?  and  also  to  ex- 
amine the  whole  queytion  more  fully.'' 

They  w^nt  us  to  go  over  the  whole  water  question 
of  the  City  of  Boston.  They  want  to  pospone  this 
question  five  years  longer.  They  want  to  deprive 
the  citizens  of  the  Highlands  for  five  or  six  years 
longer  of  the  high-service  water  supply  who  are  now 
in  great  want  of  it.  The.v  want  us  to  examine  again. 
[Reading.] 

"(1.)  As  to  whether  or  not  a  high-service  system  in 
conjunction  with  Brooklinc  may  not  be  arranged  so 
that  the  high  grounds  of  West  Roxbury  can  be  sup- 
plied from  their  works." 

That  is  the  mo-t  ridiculous  proposition  ti.at  could 
be  ma'le  by  sensible  men  to  the  City  Government. 
What  is  the  condition  of  the  Brookline  high-service 
water  supply?  It  has  a  supply  with  a  capacity  of 
one  million  and  a  half  gallons  daily.  The  supply  of 
Bostou  to-day  is  twict  that  amount.  We  have  a 
high-service  supply  of  three  million  gallons,  nut  u 
falls  entirely  short  of  the  wants  of  the  citizens  living 
on  the  high  lands,  and  here  these  gentlemen  have 
the  cheek  to  ask  us  to  go  to  Brookline,  which  has  a 
high-service  capacity  of  one  million  and  a  half  gal- 
lons, to  make  arrangements  to  supply  Brighton, 
West  Roxbury,  Jamaica  Plain,  Roxbury  and  the 
high  lands  of  South  Boston.  You  see  their  whole 
proposition  is  ridiculous. 

.Alderman  Curtis — Does  the  gentleman  understand 
that  the  BronkMne  water  works  cannot  be  extended 
bevond  Brookline? 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  am  aware  of  that.  The 
Brookline  Water  Works  are  an  elephant  on  the 
hands  of  that  town.  Tney  have  already  hud  to  pay 
large  grade  damages.  They  would  be  an  elephant 
on  the  hands  of  the  City  of  Boston  if  it  bad  anything 
to  do  with  them.  I  believe,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this 
subject  has  been  as  fully  considered  as  it  ought  to  be. 
Every  citizen  ot  Boston  has  had  an  opportunity  dur- 
ing the  past  three  or  four  vears  to  come  here  and  op- 
pose it.  The.v  have  failed  to  do  so  until  the  last  mo- 
ment, and  I  believe  it  is  the  duty  of  this  board  to  ad- 
he.e  to  theit  former  action  and  send  it  back  to  the 
Common  Council  with  a  unanimous  vote.  I  under- 
stand from  Mr.  Wightman  that  it  this  is  favorably 
considered  immediately,  he  can  do  some  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  work  before  the 
next  financial  year,  and  if  we  do  not  favorably  act 
upon  it  I  believe  we  postpone  this  necessary  improve- 
ment for  a  long  series  ot  vears. 

Alderman  Caldwell — There  :s  one  class  ot  citizens 
thai  the  Alderman  has  not  alluded  to,  who  demand 
the  high  service,  and  they  are  the  keepers  of  our 
first-class  hotels.  Iu  all  these  hotels  and  high  build- 
ings the  force  ot  water  in  the  uDper  stories  is  not 
sufficient.  Many  of  them  come  forward  and  wish  to 
have  more  force  in  the  water  on  the  upper  stories.  It 
is  not  only  for  the  accommodation  of  ihe  people  in 
the  high  lands,  nut  for  all  people  in  the  high  build- 
ings iu  ihe  low  sections  of  the  city. 
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Alderman  O'Brien — I  hope  tlie  Alderman's  motion 
to  adhere  to  their  toruier  vote  will  be  adopted. 

Alderman  Curtis  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
the  board  non-concurred  in  the  reference  to  the  next 
City  Government,  and  adhered  to  their  former  vote 
passing  the  orders.    Sent  down. 

THE  USE  OF  THE    BRUSH    ELECTRIC   LIGHT  IN  CER- 
TAIN PUBLIC  STREETS  AND  SQUARES. 

Alderman  Frost  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  to 
allow  the  Brush  Electric  Light  Co.  to  place  their 
lights  iu  such  streets  and  squares  of  the  city  as  the 
Committee  on  Lamps  think  expedient,  at  a  cost  of 
C5  cents  per  light  per  night. 

Alderman  Frost — 1  hope  this  order  will  be  recon- 
sidered for  various  reasons.  I  can  hardly  go  into  a 
discussion  of  the  main  question,  perhaos,  until  it  is 
reconsidered,  but  certainly  it  seems  tome  to  be  a 
very  important  order,  and  one  that  should  have 
full  consideration  by  this  board.  It  went  through 
here  with  the  reports  of  committees,  and  few  of 
us  noticed  what  it  was.  I  myself  hardly  knew  what 
it  meant  until  it  had  passed  through.  In  order  that 
we  may  have  a  full  discussion  of  the  question,  and  a 
statement  from  thecommittee,  and  perhaps  an  amend- 
ment of  the  order,  I  have  moved  that  it  be  reconsid- 
ered. I  made  the  motion  to  reconsider,  because  I 
thought  it  was  too  broad  an  order  for  us  to  pass  with- 
out full  consideration.  Under  that  order  the  com- 
mittee could  contract  for  the  lighting  of  the  whole 
city  for  a  term  of  yeais  if  they  saw  fat,  and  whether 
or  not  it  is  advisable  to  do  so,  I  don't  believe  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  want  to  pass  such  an  order.  On 
inquiring  of  the  proper  authorities,  I  find  my  own 
ideas  confirmed  as  to  that,  that  under  the  enter  the 
committee,  or  the  superintendent  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  committee,  would  have  authority 
to  contract  for  a  term  of  years  for  lighting 
as  much  or  as  little  or  the  City  of  Boston 
as  they  cboose.  Now,  I  don't  know  but  after  the  dis- 
cussion we  maybe  ready  to  do  that,  but  I  don't  be- 
lieve we  are  at  the  present  time,  ^e  all  know  that 
this  matter  of  electric  lighting  is  a  new  thing.  It 
has  hardly  got  beyond  the  stage  of  experiment. 
Since  making  this  motion  I  understand  there  is  an- 
other company — and  no  doubt  a  responsible  one- 
composed  of  our  best  citizens,  which  wishes  to  com- 
pete for  this  business.  I  hope  we  shall  reconsider 
the  order  and  then  consider  the  petitions  from  both 
companies.  But  before  passing  this  order  finally  1 
shall  want  to  know  something  more  than  we  do  about 
the  cost. 

Alderman  Breck— The  order  tbat  was  put  in  iu 
regard  to  the  Brush  Electric  light  was  prepared  after 
the  subject  had  been  fully  considered  by  the  Coru- 
mitiee  on  Lamps,  before  whom  ahearing  was  had,  at 
which  were  present  many  distinguished  citizens  and 
gentlemen,  and  the  Police  Commissioners,  who  were 
all  unanimously  and  decidedly  in  favor  of  putting 
in  such  an  order  and  giving  a  chance  to  the  Brush 
Electric  Light  Company  to  light  the  city.  In  regard 
to  the  new  company  that  the  Alderman  speaks  of, 
to-day  is  the  first  time  I  have  heard  of  it.  I  do  not 
think  they  have  any  stations  in  the  city,  while  the 
Brush  Electric  Light  Company  has  a  large  one  in 
operation  in  the  city  and  another  in  Construction  at 
the  South  End,  so  that  when  these  two  are  fiuished 
they  will  have  the  power  of  lightiug  ruoj  e  than 
five  hundred  lamps.  At  present  they  are  lighting 
some  three  hundred.  For  eight  months  they  have 
lighted  Scollay  square  at  their  own  expense,  much 
to  the  satisfaction  of  every  one  who  goes  through 
there  at  night.  Electric  lighting  is  gradually  com- 
ing into  general  use  in  Europe  aud  this  country. 
The  principal  streets  and  squares  of  Paris,  Berlin 
and  Loudon  are  now  lighted  this  way.  Iu  the  large 
cities  of  this  country  electric  lighting  is  now  being 
introduced  on  an  extended  scale.  At  the  present 
time  New  York  has  over  1000  electric  lights  iu  oper- 
ation, and  when  the  new  stations  now  under  con- 
struction are  finished  they  will  have  the  power  to 
furnish  over  5000  lights.  The  Brush  Company  of 
New  York  have  just  received  a  contract  to  iignt  14th 
street  between  4th  and  6th  avenues;  6tb  avenue  from 
1 4th  to  34th  street;  4th  avenue  from  14th  street  to 
34th  street;  34tn  street  from  4th  avenue  to  6th  ave- 
nue; Madison  and  Union  squares,  5th  avenue  and 
Broadway. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.    The 
gentleman  is  discussing  the  main  q  uestion,  and  the 
order  has  not   been    reconsidered.      I   beileve   w 
should  first  reconsider,  and  the  question  can  then  be 
acted  on  upon  its  merits. 

The  Chair— The  Chair  would  decide  that  the  gen- 
tleman's point  is  not  well  taken,  and  that  the  gentle- 
man is  speaking  to  the  question. 

Alderman  Breck— The  City  of  Albany  has  its  streets 
lighted  by  300  electric  lights.    Philadelphia  is  also 


to  be  lighten  in  this  way.  Baltimore,  Cleveland,, 
Chicago,  Cincinnati,  San  Francisco,  Washington, 
New  Orleans  and  Montreal  are  applying  this  light  to 
their  streets.  The  Biusli  Co.  of  ttiis  city  havo  now 
about  300  lights  in  operation,  and  have  lighted  .Scol- 
lay square  eight  months  at  their  own  expense.  They 
have  commenced  to  build  a  new  station  at  South 
End,  and  when  the  two  stations  are  completed,  they 
will  have  the  power  to  furnish  over  500  electric 
lights.  Every  line  of  wire  they  use  is  perfectly  insu- 
lated, and  is  safe  from  any  danger  of  fire.  The  success 
in  liL-hting  Scollay  squaie  ami  Washington  street  in 
front  of  the  large  dry  goods  stores  shows  the  advan- 
tage of  the  system  and  adds  to  the  safety  of  the  streets 
for  use  of  inhabitants,  making  them  like  moonlight 
in  the  nighttime.  The  Police  Commissioners  ap- 
pe  red  before  the  Lamp  Committee  at  the  hearing 
and  ttated  unanimous!,  that  they  thoroughly  endors- 
ed the  petition  of  the  company.  They  said  that  the 
lighting  of  Scollay  square  hau  entirely  changed  the 
character  of  the  people  there  nights,  is  before, 
when  the  doorways  were  filled  with  a  dangerous 
class,  now  they  kept  out  cf  the  way  of  the  bright 
light.  They  urged  very  strongly  that  the  Common 
and  Public  Garden  be  lighted  this  way,  stating  that 
with  the  present  force  it  was  impossible  to 
prevent  crimes  and  acts  of  vandalism  being  com- 
mitted there  nights.  The  Cily  of  Boston  pay  the  gas 
companies  about  $400,000  a  ytai  for  gaslights.  The 
Brush  Electric  Company  ask  for  part  of  this  patron- 
age and  have  applied  to  provide  their  lights  for  the 
same  price  that  the  city  pay  tor  the  lai  ge  gas  lamps 
which  the  gas  company  have  put  up  on  School,  Tre- 
mont  street,  and  Park  square,  but  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  each  electric  light  is  equal  tj  eight  of 
these  large  gas  lamps  of  300  or  400  candle  power,  and 
about  forty  of  the  ordinary-sized  street  lamps,  so 
that  in  reality  the  electric  light  is  much  cheaper  aDd 
superior  for  lighting  the  streets.  The  gas  compa- 
nies lose  nothing  by  the  introduction  of  electric 
lights,  for  I  bavri  been  informed  the  demand  for 
aud  consumption  ot  gas  is  constantly  increasing  as 
the  electnc  lights  are  coming  into  more  general  use. 
It  must  be  remembered,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  one  of 
these  Brush  Electric  Lights  is  equal  to  eight  ol  the 
large  gas  lamps  of  some  three  or  four  hundred  candle 
power,  of  125  common  lamps,  or  not  far  from  that,  so 
that  in  reality  the  electric  light  is  much  cheaper 
and  superior  tor  lightiug  streets.  The  Brust  Electric 
Light  Company  commenced  this  business  a  long  time 
ago,  have  lighted  streets  and  squares  at  their  own 
expense,  or  at  the  expense  of  individuals.  The  city 
has  not  had  to  pay  a  dollar  for  their  expense  of  these 
lights,  and  has  had  the  benefit  of  them.  I  think 
something  is  due  to  this  couioany,  especially  since  tbey 
went  into  this  vrork  with  such  energy.  They  have 
lar  e  capital  engaged  in  it,  they  mean'  busi- 
ness and  intend  to  do  the  work  as  cheap  as 
any  other  company.  If  any  other  company  washere 
at  the  present  time  aud  could  present  as  good  a 
showing  as  the  Brush  Electric  Light  Co.,  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  favortheir  petition.  As  long  as  they  are 
not,  I  Jon't  see  any  other  way  but  to  give  this  com- 
pany the  privilege  of  lighting  the  streets  with  their 
electric  lights,  especially  as  itwill  be  so  much  cheaper 
than  gas.  It  will  be  no  injury  to  the  gas  companies. 
The  use  of  gas  is  constantly  inerea>ing,  not  only  by 
the  great  demand  in  stores  where  they  do  not  have 
electric  lights,  but  for  gus  engines  which  have  been 
«  started  in  many  parts  of  the  city.  The  electric  light 
is  steady  and  gives  perfect  satisfaction,  as  you  hear 
everybody  sav  on  the  streets  where  it  has  been  used. 
You  have  noticed,  no  doubt,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  you 
have  been  up  Tremont  street,  at  the  West  street 
mall,  tbat  there  is  a  large  gas  lamp  of  some  400 
candle  power.  On  the  left  just  beyond  the  West 
street,  in  front  ot  a  hotel  or  store  of  some  kind, 
there  is  an  electric  light.  You  will  find  by  looking 
at  the  electric  light  and  then  at  the  gaslight,  that  the 
latter  is  entirely  thrown  into  the  shsde.  The  Alder- 
man who  has  just  spoken  walked  up  with  me  one 
evening  and  remarked  that  he  thought  the  gaslight 
did  not  begin  to  compare  with  the  electric  light;  "he 
admired  the  steadiness  of  the  electric  light,  and  the 
gaslight  was  nothing  to  compare  with  it.  When  we 
came  down  to  Boylston  street,  we  noticed  two  more 
lamps  ttiat  the  gas  company  had  put  up.  As  we 
looked  down  that  way  we  saw  the  electric  lights,  and 
as  far  away  as  they  were  they  threw  the  gaslights 
into  the  shade. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  presume  every  member  of 
this  board  will  admit  the  superiority  of  the  electric 
light  to  gaslight,  but  that  is  not  the  question  we  are 
to  consider.  The  questiou  before  us  is  whether  we 
shall  reconsider  our  former  vote.  Although  this 
committee  have  given  this  matter  full  consideration, 
the  other  members  of  the  board  have  not.  The' 
order  was    passed    without    consideration   by  the 
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board.  I'  gives  the  committee  a  latitude  which 
should  cot  be  eiven  to  any  committee.  I  hope  the 
committee  will  not  oppose  the  reconsideration.  If  it 
i-  passed  at  all  it  ought  to  be  after  full  consideration 
by  the  board.  I  tbii.k  it  is  not  proper  to  discuss 
the  merits  of  the  question  at  this  time,  as  only 
the  reconsideration  is  before  us.  I  do  not  under- 
stui'i  that  the  gentleman  opposes  the  reconsider- 
ation. Hi-  has  gone  into  a  long  argument  in  regard 
to  the  superiority  of  electrical  light,  upon  which 
there  is  no  difference,  1  piesume.  I  thirk  we 
ought  to  have  a  chance  to  express  our  opinion  in  re- 
gard to  tbe  order,  and  I  hope  the  committee  will  not 
oppose  reconsideration. 

Alderman  Breck — Ibis  matter  was  considered  by 
the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen 
on  Lamps.  It  came  before  tbeni  regularly,  was  fair- 
ly and  impartially  considered,  a  hearing  was  given, 
and  tbe  committee  were  unanimous  in  reporting  this 
order.  Tbe  reports  of  committees  are  generally  ac- 
cepted here  without  a  word;  scarcely  ever  is  Jbere 
any  objection  to  them.  I  think  the  consideration  of 
tDis  matter  by  tbe  three  members  of  tbe  board  was 
perfectly  fair,  and  ought  to  be  accepted  as  fully  as  if 
it  bad  been  by  tbe  whole  board. 

Alderman  Hersey— The  reports  of  committee*  are 
usually  accepted ,  but  they  are  accompanied  wita  a 
detailed  statement  giving  the  reasons  why  certain 
conclusions  are  arrived  at.  This  report  gave  no  such 
statement.  To-night  we  ask  the  committee  to  state 
what  this  order  means.  U  does  not  s.y  what  the 
city's  liabilities  will  be  under.  It  does  not  state 
what -will  be  the  cost  of  the  posts  upon  which  these 
electric  lights  are  to  be  placed,  and  undoubtedly  tbe 
cily  will  be  involved  in  a  larg<;  expense  connected 
with  them.  It  is  a  very  meagre  report.  I  do  not 
think  we  have  sufficient  light  upon  tbe  subject,  aud 
that  is  what  wc  are  after— more  light  upon  that  sub- 
ject as  well  as  more  light  in  our  streets.  If  the  gen- 
tlemen will  allow  a  reconsideration,  the  merits  of 
the  question  will  be  properly  before  the  board. 

Alderiiia u  Frosts — If'  the  committee  insist  upon  dis- 
cussing tbe  main  question  upon  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider, I  don't  know  that  we  have  any  other  way  ex- 
cept to  proceed  in  this  unparliamentary  manner,  but 
I  did  not  intend  to  discuss  the  man  question.  The 
committee's  argument  in  favor  of  electricity  for 
lighting  [he  streets  I  do  not  say  anything  against.  I 
think  tuey  are  right  in  the  matter,  so  far  as  I  can 
see.  But  that  is  not  the  question  before  us.  What 
wc  want  to  know  is.  if  y,e  r-.re  going  to  light  the  City 
ot  Boston  with  electricity  what  it  is  going  to  cost. 
There  is  nothing  in  this  order  about  it  except  that  it 
shall  be  sixty-live  cents  per  niubt  per  lamp.  We 
know  what  gas  costs;  we  want  to  know  whether 
there  are  other  companies  which  cau  provide  electric 
lights  equally  as  good  and  cheaper  than  the  Brush 
Light  Company  does.  Since  this  matter  has 
come  up  I  have  been  called  upon  by  the  New 
England  Weston  Lighting  Company.  They  say  they 
will  be  ready  to  furnish  lights  as  soon  as  they  can  get 
a  contract  from  the  city  ot  Boston.  There  is  a  peti- 
tion from  thein  on  our  table  asking  for  the  privilege 
of  comoeting  with  the  other  company.  I  do  not 
know  which  is  the  best  electric  light,  but  am  in- 
formed by  representatives  of  this  company,  com- 
Eosed  of  some  of  our  best  cilizeus.  that  their  lamps 
ave  been  in  competition  with  the  Brush  lights  at 
the  Amoskeag  Works,  and  they  are  putting-  in  300 
there  in  preference  to  the  Brush  light.  This  is  not  a 
matter  we  should  go  iuto  blindly.  We  should  give 
it  due  consideration,  and  adopt  the  best  and  cheapest 
runt,  but  wheu  we  do  adopt  it  we  do  not  want 
to  put  the  City  of  Boston  entirely  into  the  hands 
of  one  company,  so  that  there  will  be  a  chance 
for  any  company  or  individual  to  nave  a  mo- 
nopoly II  the  order  is  reconsidered  I  desire  to  say 
a  tew  words.  One  of  the  committee  seems  to  base 
his  whole  argument  in  favor  of  lighting  all  our 
struts  with  electricity.  I  do  not  propose  to  argue 
thai  at  all.  I  will  admit  that  the  electric  light  is  bet- 
ter than  gas. 

Alderman  O'Brien — I  do  not  feel  that  I  ought  to  sit 
here  without  saying  a  word  on  this  subject.  You 
nave  said  that  debate  on  the  main  question  is  per- 
fectly iu  order,  sir,  and  I  think  it  is.  I  do  not  -ee 
wh\  the  whole  subject  cannot  oe  discussed  now. 
There  has  been  precedent  after  precedent  in  the 
Board  01  Aldermer  where  on  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  w  hole  subject  has  been  open  for  discn-sion. 
But  I  wish  to  say  in  the  beginning  that  toe  Aldermen 
who  have  spoken  against  this  matter  do  not  under- 
stand its  scope  nor  know  exactly  the  meaning  of  the 
order. 

Alderman  Frost — That  i-  what  we  complain  of. 

Alderman  O'Brien— There  wflji  no  necessity  for  the 
Lamp  Dei  artuieut  to  come  before  tbe  board  to  grant 
the  request  of  the  Brush  Light  Company.  They  could 


have  granted  that  request  without  coming  here.  It 
is  perfectly  in  tbe  line  of  their  business,  to  light  the 
streets  of  Boston,  to  have  granted  that  request.  That 
duty  was  coulideu  to  them  early  in  the  year,  and 
they  have  done  their  worK  faithfully  and  well.  But 
we  did  not  want  to  introduce  so  new  and  important 
a  matter  without  calling  the  attention  of  the  beard 
to  it.  This  is  no  new  thin  j,.  Eight  months  ago  some 
of  our  well-knowu  and  diatinguis.ied  citizens,  all 
Boston  merchants,  who  are  stockholders  of  the  Brush 
Electric  Light  Cuinpar.y,  came  here  and  petitioned 
through  their  treasurer,  Jame.-  Sturgis,  a  well-known 
citizen  of  BostoD,  for  the  privilege  of  lighting  Scollay 
square  at  their  own  ex  nense  That  square  has  been 
lighted  by  them  for  eight  months  past  In  a  way  that  no 
other  square  has  been  illuminated  in  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton before.  After  doing  that  woi-k  gratuitously  for 
eight  months  they  respectfully  pet*  tion  for  the  privi- 
lege of  lighting  some  of  the  oilier  squares  of  the  City 
of  Boston,  and  the  granting  of  that  request  was  iii 
the  discretion  of  the  Committee  on  Lamps.  The 
Lamp  Department  cannot  go  a  dollar  beyond  their 
appronnatiou,  and  they  have  but  very  liitle  money 
to  expend  on  electric  or  any  oilier  lighting  outside 
ot  what  will  be  required  to  carry  them  through  the 
financial  year.  The  passage  of  this  order  will  not 
prevent  any  other  electric  lighting  company  from 
coming  before  the  City  Coverniueot  and  asking  the 
same  privilege  There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  mono- 
poly in  ibis  business.  The  day  of  monopoly  in  light- 
ing stree's  has  passed  ana  gone.  Each  electric 
light  must  stand  or  fall  on  its  merits,  and  which- 
ever company  produces  the  test  and  cheapest 
light  will  be  the  company  that  will  get  the  business. 
The  company  spoken  of  by  the  genfieuiaii  is  also  or- 
ganize, i  by  well-known  citizens.  I  do  not  want  to 
say  a  word  against  it.  It  has  precisely  tbe  same 
privilege  to  come  before  the  City  Government  thit 
the  Brush  Electric  Liidit  Company  had,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  the  Committee  on  Lamp"  will  favorably 
consider  that  petition.  If  they  are  prepared  to  light 
the  squares  and  streets  of  Boston,  why  do 
not  they  come  before  the  City  Government,  and 
ask  the  privilege,  as  the  Brush  Light  Company  did. 
of  lighting  one  of  our  squares  gratuitously,  so  as  to 
let  the  citizens  sec  what  capacity  they  hive  to  do 
that  work?  The  New  England  SVesto»  Electric 
Light  Company,  so  far  as  tbe  City  of  Boston  is  con- 
cerned, is  only  a  company  ou  paper.  It  has  no 
otber  existence.  There  are  two  or  three  of  their 
lamps  in  the  Herald  Building  which  are 
lighted  by  power  there.  They  could  not  sup- 
ply a  single  street  light  iu  the  City  of  Boston 
to-day,  nor  could  they  in  six  months  from 
tb  s  time.  The  Brush  Light  Company  have  a  large 
establishment  in  Lancaster  street;  the  stockholders 
hive  put  their  money  into  it,  have  placed  there  ex- 
pensive machinery;  they  send  their  lights  from  Lan- 
caster street  up  to  the  Providence  Depot,  and  from 
that  station  alone  light  over  two  hundred  lamps  in 
tbe  city.  It  is  no  experiment  with  them.  They  have 
their  establishment  located  here,  and  arc  re,idy  to  do 
this  work.  There  is  no  reason  in  the  world  wby  the 
New  England  Weston  Company  should  not  be 
granted  the  privilege  of  lighting  some  of  our  squares 
i:  they  have  the  material  to  do  it  with.  But  they 
come  before  us  to  day  without  that  material.  There 
is  no  square  in  Boston  they  can  light.  Tbevbave  no 
machinery  to  do  it  with.  They  have  got  to  build 
their  yvorks.  Another  company  was  organizen 
t<-day  with  a  capital  of  a  million  dollars.  I 
have  no  doubt  they  will  come  berore  the  City 
Government  and  ask  for  the  privilege  of  lighting 
squares  and  streets  of  Boston.  Why  should  they 
not?  Every  electric  lighting  company  must  stand  or 
fall  on  its  merit*,  and  if  either  of  these  other  com- 
panies have  better  lights  than  the  Brush  light,  the 
Brush  light  must,  disappear,  aud  the  others  take 
their  place.  Tuere  is  nothing  in  the  order  to  prevent 
any  other  company  from  coming  in  and  doing  this 
work.  We  merely  gra"t  to  the  Committee  on  Lamps 
the  privilege  ot  placing  perhaps  20,  30  or  40  more 
electric  lights  in  the  squares  of  Boston.  If  another 
company  comes  in  next  week  and  oilers  to  do  that 
work  at  a  less  rate,  the  Committee  on  Lamps  are  not 
bound  to  continue  the  Brush  lights  a  day  longer. 
It  does  not  provide  for  any  contract.  1  should  not, 
in  the  early  stage  of  electric  lighting,  make  a  con- 
trary with  any  company.  As  I  said  before,  every 
company  must  stand  or  fall  on  its  merits,  and  the 
company  which  dove  the  work  best  and  cheapest 
ought  to  have  the  work.  As  I  said  before. 
there  is  a  misunderstanding  on  this  subject.  We 
give  no  authority  to  the  Committee  on  Lamps  to  ex- 
pend any  nionev  to  embairas-  the  city  in  that  wav. 
They  may  have  money  enough  to  put  in  perhaps  To, 
20  or  30  Brush  lights,  but  that  will  be  the  extent  of 
their  appropriation.     The  lighting  ot  all    the     i 
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by  electricity  will  be  for  tbe  consideration  of  the 
next  committee.  [  woulrl  also  any  a  word  or  two  ou 
the  necessity  of  lb].-. business.  Since  I  have  been  on 
tbe  Committee  on  Lamps  there  bas  been  a  constant 
pressure  for  more  light  on  tbe  public  squares.  Since 
Scollav  square  has  been  so  splendidly  lighted  by  the 
Brush  Electric  Light  Company,  there  bas  been  a 
still  greater  pressure  lor  more  light.  I  have  bad 
several  interviews  with  Mr.  Folsom,  Superintendent 
of  the  rrovidence  Railroad,  who  some  two  mouths 
ago  called  my  attention  to  the  necessity  for  more 
light  on  Park  square. 

Alderman  Brock— 1  bave  a  letter  from  the  Hon. 
Moody  Merrill,  which  relates  to  Park  square. 

Alderuiai  O'Brien  read  the  following: 

••Highland  Strekt  Railway  Company,  | 
Boston,  Dec.  23d,  1881.  j 

Alderman  Breck. 

JMy  dear  Sir, — 1  was  very  much  pleased  to  see  that 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  last  Monday  authorized  the 
Superintendent  of  Lamps  to  light  tbe  public  squares 
and  streets  of  tbe  city  with  electric  lights.  This  is  a 
step  in  tbe  right  direction.  It  is  also  a  step  towards 
the  prevention  of  accidents  and  crime.  1  would 
like  to  see  electric  lights  established  in  Park  square, 
in  Boylston  and  Tremont  streets  to  Scolluy  square. 
Also  in  Ha.vmarket  square  and  at  the  corner  of  Canal 
and  Causeway  streets. 

I  have  not  the  least  pecuniary  interest  in  any  elec- 
tric light  company,  but  1  am  very  deeply  impressed 
with  the  importance  of  havius  bur  public  grounds, 
squares  and  streets  lighted  w  ith  these  lights;  and  feel 
it  ought  to  be  done  as  soon  as  it  can  be  consistent 
with  economy  and  gxiod  judgment. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Moody/  Merrill,  Pres't." 

Alderman  O'Brien — There  is  also  a  letter  from  tbe 
Superintendent  of  Common  and  Squares  relating  to 
the  Public  Garden,  which  I  will  reaii : 

"Boston,  Dec.  27tb,  1881. 
Alderman  Breck. 

Dear  Sir,— Will  you  allow  me  to  suggest  to  your 
honorable  body  tbe  advisability  of  lighting  the 
Public  Garden  b?  electricity.  In  my  report 
of  last  year  I  made  tbe  following  recommend- 
ation: "If  the  members  of  the  City  Government 
conld  be  eye-witnesses  of  the  enjoyment  ot  tbe  peo- 
ple from  the  crowded  parts  of  the  city,  who  visit  the 
Public  Garden,  tney  would  hardly  feel  like  les-cning 
the  expenditure  for  flowering  plants,  and  I  <  o  think 
they  would  be  willing  to  grant  them  more  gaslight 
in  tbe  evening,  to  enable  them  more  fully  to  enjoy 
tbe  pleasures  they  cannot  obtain  in  tbe  day  time." 
I  will  simoly  add  tbat  the  great  .irawback  to  tne 
Public  Garden  has  been  its  illy-lighted  paths  and 
malls.  In  a  moral,  as  well  as  an  aesthetic  point  of 
view,  I  believe  that  a  little  more  light  thrown  upon 
the  Public  Garden  would  be  tully  appreciated  by  its 
thousands  of  visitors. 

Your  ob't  serv't,  Wm.  Doogue, 

Supt.  of  Common  and  Squares." 

Alderman  O'Brien— Some  two  months  ago,  Mr. 
Folsom  called  my  attention  to  the  tact  that  Park 
square  was  a  very  dark  and  dismal  place  in  the  night. 
I  assured  him  that  it  would  be  better  lighted.  The 
Gas  Company  of  the  city  applied  to  the  Committee 
on  Lamps  for  the  privilege  of  placing  some  of  their 
large  burners  on  some  of  the  principal  streets,  and  it 
was  freely  granted  by  the  committee.  It  was  within 
our  power  to  grant  that  privilege  just  as  it  is  in  our 
power  to  grant  the  request  ot  the  Brush  Light  Com- 
pany. The  Gas  Company  fixed  the  price  tor  one  of 
those  large  burners  at  65  cents  per  night.  You  can 
see  them  in  front  of  City  Hall,  in  front  of  West 
street  and  at  the  corner  of  Tremont  and  Boylston 
streets.  Tbeir  burners  are  not  three  or  four  hundred 
candle  power,  as  the  Alderman  states,  but  200  to 
250  candle  power.  The  Committee  on  Lamps  have 
authorized  some  of  these  burners  to  be  placed 
at  prominent  points,  at  an  expense  of  sixty-five 
cents  per  night.  The  Brush  Light  Company  asks  to 
do  the  same  work  at  the  same  price  with  a  light  of 
2000  candle  power.  That  is  the  diSerence  between 
thein.  A  250  candle  burner  and  a  2000  candle  lamp. 
This  matter  iias  been  fully  considered  by  the  Lamp 
Committee  ever  since  the  Brush  Light  Company 
came  before  us  eight  months  ago.  Some  weeks  ago 
the  company  asked  for  a  hearing  and  it  was  granted. 
The  Alderman  says  this  was  a  unanimous  report 
from  the  oommittee.  It  was  unanimous,  but  he 
ought  to  bave  stated  that  after  the  hearing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  sent  for  me  and  said  that 
my  attendance  at  their  meeting  was  a  necessity.  I 
went  to  that  committee  and  when  I  got  back  I  found 
that  my  two  associates  on  the  Lamp  Committee  bad 
decided  this  question,  in  connection  with  the  Super- 
intendent of  Lamps,  and  the  order  was  prepared  aud 


directions  given  to  send  it  to  the  board  at  the  next 
meeting,  without  my  consent.  1  did  not  vote  on 
that  question,  and  left  it  to  my  associates  to  decide. 
I  do  not  intend  to  vote  on  this  question  now,  be- 
cause my  name  bas  been  connected  with  the  Brush 
Electric  Light  Company,  and  I  would  not  compro- 
mise my  name  for  all  the  lighting  companies  in  cre- 
ation. They  will  all  have  to  stand  or  fall  on  their 
merits,  ami  on  their  merits  alone.  I  f  3el,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  I  should  not  allow  this  opportunity  to  pass 
without  saying  a  word  in  relation  to  my  two  associ- 
ates on  tbe  Lamp  Committee  for  the  pa-t  three 
years.  During  those  tbree  years  there  ba  never 
been  a  disagreement  among  tbem.  We  have  acted 
in  harmony,  and  the  taxpayers  of  Boston  are  now 
reaping  the  result.  I  want,  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  board  to  a  few  facts.  For  the  three  years  pre- 
vious to  tbe  committee  raking  charge  of  the  depart- 
ment— andweall  leave  City  Hall  at  the  end  of  this 
year— -tbe  coat  of  lighting  tbe  public  streets  was — 

In  1876 §498.018 

In  1877 466,560 

In  1878 459,082 

Total  for  tbree  years. . $1,423,655 

This  was  previous  to  our  taking  charge  of  the  de- 
partment. During  the  three  years  that  you  two  gen- 
tlemen [Aldermen  Breck  and  Tucker]  who  retire  from 
office  at  tne  end  of  this  year,  bave  served  the  city, 
the  result  is  as  follows; 

In  1879  the  cost  was $412,244 

In  1880 389.352 

In  1881 414,467 

Making  a  total  for  the  three  years  that  the  present 
committee  have  had  charge  of  the  department  of 
§1,216,063,— a  saving  to  tbe  City  of  Boston  in  three 
years  of  $207,592.  '  I  have  no"  hesitation  in  talk- 
ing about  that  work.  They  have  saved  since  they 
have  had  charge  of  tbat  department  $70,000  a  year, 
aud  I  believe  that  during  the  remaining  week  they 
are  in  charge  of  it  they  are  not  going  to  discredit 
their  previous  record  by  running  the  city  into  un- 
necessary expense.  This  is  exclusive  of  827  new 
lamps  added  to  the  department  during  the  tbree 
years  tney  have  bad  charge  of  it.  1  offer  those  827 
lamps,  besides  the  saving  of  $207,592,  as  a  new  year's 
gift  to  the  taxpayers  of  Boston,  in  the  work  accom- 
pli-hed  by  the  Lamp  Department.  I  have  some 
other  statistics  here: 

So.  of  gas  lamps  1878 ' 9,992 

No.  of  oil  lamps       do    2,077 

Total  1878 12,069 

Mo.  of  gas  lamps  1879 10.139 

•'    oil  lain,  s  1879 2,266 

Ktal 12,405 

Increase  336, 

No.  of  gas  lamps  1880 10,296 

oil  lamos  1880 2.868 

Total 12.664 

Increase  from  1878 595 

No.  of  gas  lumps  1881 10,427 

"     oillampsl881 2,469 

Total 12.896 

Increase  since  1878 827 

The  number  of  gas  lamps  have  been  increased  in 
the  three  veal's 435 

The  number  of  oil  lamps  have  been  increased  in 
the  three  years 392, 

At  the  average  cost  of  a  gas  lamp.  $34,  this  in- 
crease amounts  to  per  annum  since  1878 $14,790 

At  the  average  cost  of  an  oil  lamp,  $16,  this  in- 
crease amounts  to  per  annum  since  1878 5,880 

$20,670 
So  tbat  the  committee  bave  actually  reduced  the 
expenses  of  the  department  in  1881 ,  compared  wittt 
1878— $41,614.94,  besides  adding  and  lighting  ad- 
ditional lamps  that  now  cost  $20,670  yearly  for  light- 
ing— a  saving  alone  this  y  ear  of  $65,285. 
The  Boston  Post,  Dec.  23, 1881,  says: 
"The  use  of  electricity  for  illuminatijg  purposes 
has  been  approved  in  this  city  by  experience,  as 
tested  by  private  parties  and,  in  a  few  instances, 
likewise  by  the  city  itself.  The  action  of  tbe  Alder- 
men, therefore,  in  passing  the  order  to  introduce  the 
electric  light  for  street  illumination  has  been  fully 
justified  by  the  logic  of  events.  For  large,  open 
spaces  the  superiority  of  electricity  as  an  illuminat- 
ing agent  is  not  to  be" questioned,  and  there  is  urgeut 
public  demand  for  it,  which  has  been  to  a  hopeful 
extent,  recognized.  Gas  is  not  to  be  superseded,  hut 
it  can  be  very  materially  reinforced  by  electricity, 
which  has  been  names  ed  into  service  sufficiently, 
already  to  prove  its  present  value  and  almcst  bound- 
less possibilities.  Let  us  obey  the  guiding  finger  of 
progress  n  this  matter  and  not  be  blind  to  our  own 
interests  with  so  much  light  at  our  command." 
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The  Daily  Advertiser  i  f  Dec.  21,  1881,  says: 

"The  order  passed  by  the  Board  of  Alderman  to  in- 
troduce tlie  electric  light  in  street  illumination,  marks 
a  step  forward  In  this  important  department  of  city 
administration.  There  need  be  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  the  electric  light  has  justified  itself  as  a 
means  of  lighting  large  spaces,  and  the  rapid  exten- 
sion of  its  use  hsre  .  s  well  as  in  other  cities  is  the 
best  possible  proof  that  it  commends  itself  to  the 
public.  The  cost  of  single  light*  is  large,  of  course, 
but  each  of  them  is  so  "pov  er:'ul  that,  it  ,-upersedes 
many  gas  lights.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the 
new  light  has  reached  anything  like  perfection,  nor 
is  it  to  be  anticipated  that  it  will  even  diminish  the 
use  of  gits,  however  perfect  it  may  become.  But 
each  of  the  rivals  foi  public  favor  will  occupy  its 
own  field.  The  acti jn  ol  the  Aldermen  is  to  be  com- 
mended, and  i*  i>  to  be  hoped  that  the  committee 
having  the  matter  in  charge  will  order  the  use  of 
Brush  lights  in  ad  the  frequented  squares  and  prin- 
cipal streets." 

The  Commercial  Bulletin,  Dec.  10,  says: 

"The  necessity  becomes  more  apparent  for  better 
light  at  the  dangerous  corners  of  School  and  Tremont 
streets.Tremontand  Boylston,and  several  other  points 
where  the  continual  passing  of  horse-cars  ana  teams 
in  both  directions  renders  it  perilous  to  tho'e  who 
are  not  exceeding!}  watchful  and  active.  Light  is  a 
foe  to  crime  and  the  friend  of  the  police  •  ■tricer.  and 
a  flood  of  it  thrown  into  some  of  our  imperfectly 
lighted  squares,  alleys  and  streets  by  proper  elec- 
tric illuminator*,  would  seive  to  prevent  crime  and 
lighten  the  labor  of  the  police." 

I  have  also  a  letter  from  Mr.  Allen,  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  department,  who  says: 

"Dec.  22d,  1881. 
Alderman  O'Brien. 

Dear  Sir,— The  bills  for  Lamp  Department  are 
ready  for  approval  for  the  treasury  draft. 

The  drafts  for  the  municipal  yeir  have  been 
§414,4(17.79,  against  drafts  in  1880  of  $389,352.16,  an 
increase  of  $25,115.63  over  last  year. 

The  unexpended  balance  for  the  financial  year  is 
$137,811.08,  which  amount  will  meet  the  probable  ex- 
penditures for  the  year  and  leave  a  very  small 
balance. 

Yours,  &c., 
Geo.  H.  Allen,  Supt.  of  Lamp*." 

You  see  that  in  all  this  business  there  is  veiy 
little  latitude  given  to  the  Committee  on  Lamps. 
They  do  not  ask  you  to  make  any  contract.  If  the 
committee  order  a  Brusii  light  to-day,  they  cat.  dis- 
continue it  to-morrow,  and  put  a  Weston  light  in  its 
place.  There  is  nothing  binding  upon  theui.  I 
should  say  that  this  order  should  not  be  reconsidered. 
The  Committee  i'n  Lamps  ought  to  have  the  power, 
as  they  have  bad  during  the  past  three  years,  of 
doing  their  own  work  in  their  owu  way,  and  when 
the  Weston  light  comes  beloie  them  I  have  no  doubt 
it  will  receive  due  consideration.  When  any  other 
electric  light  company  con.es  betore  them  I  have  no 
doubt  it  will  receive  due  consideration.  It  has  been 
a  committee  of  progress.  The  Gasoline  Company 
asked  the  privilege  of  lighting  public  places  in  Bos- 
ton, and  wo  granted  it.  The  company  which  has 
clock  work  to  light  and  put  out  lamps  asked  the 
privilege  of  putting  their  clocks  on  some  of 
the  lamps  of  Boston,  and  we  grauted  it. 
Those  lamps  were  on  the  circle  between  West  and 
Boylston  streets,  Tremont  and  Washington  streets, for 
several  months,  but  have  disappeared— I  believe  they 
don't  work.  The  Thermo  Electric  Lighting  Compa 
ny  asked  for  the  privilege  of  lighting  and  extinguish- 
ing lamps  by  their  apparatus,  ana  we  have  granted 
it.  They  are  now  laying  their  wires  at  the  North 
End,  where  we  bave  given  them  a  section  in  which 
to  fry  the  experiment.  We  have  not  stood  in  the 
way  of  any  lighting  company.  It  has  been  a  commit- 
tee  Of  progress.  Everything  presented  to  us  has  been 
c  n-merod  on  its  merits,  and  vie  bave  given  every 
company  a  chance  to  show  what  work  it  can  do. 

Alderman  Mersey— I  have  the  highest  respect  for 
the  Committee  on  Lamps  and  the  Superintendent, 
but  this  board  cannot  afford  to  go  upon   record  as 

fiving  unlimited  power  to  any  commit  tse,  no  mat- 
er how  respectable,  this  order  gives  them  unlim- 
ited power.  If  it  means  anything,  it  means  that  ihey 
have  authority  to  light  all  the  streets  and  squares 
with  electricity,  if  they  choose  to  do  so.  Although 
their  appropriation  is  small,  they  can  bind  the  city 
to  any  expenditure,  and  the  city  would  he  bound 
to  make  it  whether  the  appropriation  for  the 
department  was  sufficient  or  not.  The  fouble  is  we 
do  not  know  what  the  committee  propose  to  do.  I 
should  be  perfectly  willing  io  grant  the  committee 
power  to  light  certain  i-treets  and  squares,  but  in 
making  a  new  departure  of  this  sort,   we  ought  to 


know  just  what  the  committee  propose  to  ao.  It  is 
but  fair  that  they  should  allor.  this  matter  to  be  re- 
considered, and  then  tell  us  what  they  propo-e  to  do, 
I  put  a  c. instruction  tii  on  the  order  entirely  differ- 
ent from  that  of  the  Alderman  last  up.  I  hold  as 
high  an  opinion  of  electric  lighting  as  he  does.  I 
think  we  are  coming  to  lighting  onr  streets  by  elec- 
triiiiy,  but  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  pass  orders  in 
this  loose  way. 

Alderman  Frost— » c;ording  to  the  story  of  the 
Committee  on  Lamps,  I  do  not  know  what  this  order 
came  in  here  for.  I'uder  their  theoiy  it  seems  to  be 
of  no  consequence  whether  it  passes  or  not.  He  says 
the  committee  have  the  power  granted  the  first  of 
the  year  to  light  all  the  "Iry  withsuch  material  as  they 
see  fit  to  use,  make  such  contracts  thev  choo-e  with 
companies  for  lighting  with  gas,  electricity,  or  any- 
thing else,  so  far  as  their  appropriation  goes,  and  the 
Chairman  says  further  that  they  do  not  propose  to 
go  beyond  their  appropriation.  Then  what  did  they 
come  here  with  this  order  for?  Tliat  is  what  I  want 
ro  know.  I  took  a  copy  of  this  order  to  the  City  So- 
licitor, and  asked  nis  opinion  whether  the  committee 
could  not  the  next  day  after  the  order  was  paused 
contract  for  a  term  ot  yeais  for  lighting  the  whole 
City  of  Boston  with  the  Brush  lights,  and  he  said 
they  could.  That  is  his  opinion  to  me  for  what  it  is 
worth.  I  do  not  claim  that  this  committee  intend  to 
do  anv  such  thing.  Until  now  we  did  not  know  what 
they  intend  co  do,  ami  all  we  Know  now  is  they  do 
not  intend  to  exceed  their  appropriation.  We  do 
not  \uow  whc.t  their  balance  is.  They  can  go  on 
and  make  a  contract  that  would  not  exceed  the  ap- 
propriation for  this  year,  and  can  go  no  further.  As 
to  there  being  no  monopoly  in  this  business,  it  is 
very  easy  to  make  one  under  this  order,  and 
that  is  what  1  onject  to.  As  to  the  manner 
of  run  ing  the  Lamp  Department  that  the 
Chairman  ha  praised  so  highly  and  extolled 
so  much,  and  the  great  amount  of  money  they  have 
saved,  I  have  not  a  word  to  say  against  it.  We  have 
a  most  excellent  superb  tendent.  no  doubt  the  com- 
mittee have  b^en  faithful,  attended  to  iheir  business 
well,  ami  the  department  is  going  to  be  well  man- 
aged without  this  order.  If  they  have  the  power  to 
orderas  many  of  these  electric  lights  as  thev  see  fit 
without  exceeding  tleir  appropriation,  then  1  think 
we  had  better  reconsider  the  appropriation  ami  end 
it  at  that. 

Alderman  Tucker — Tie  very  able  manner  in 
which  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Lamps  ha* 
explained  to  the  hoard  the  work  of  that  committee 
during  the  past  three  years,  should,  I  think,  have  a 
tendency  to  create  some  little  confidence  among  the 
members  of  this  hoard  in  the  Committee  on  Lamps. 
The  chairman  has  very  elaborately  stated  the  work 
done  by  the  committee  with  the*  assistance  of  our 
able  superintendent,  and  every  word  he  has 
stated  is  true  to  the  lei  ter.  The  Jrush  Light  Com- 
pany asked  permission  to  put  their  lights  in  Scollay 
square  at  their  owu  expense.  We  have  had  an  op- 
portunity to  see  the  workings  ot  the  electric  light 
for  several  months.  It  would  be  enough  iu  itself  to 
satisfy  every  member  of  this  board.  The  object  of 
having  an  additional  number  of  lights  is  to  get  more 
light  iu  the  streets  and  public  places  of  the  cily. 
We  had  a  long  bearing  and  the  matter  has  been  fully 
discussed  in  regard  to  establishing  an  additional 
number  of  electric  lights.  The  proposition  is  to 
put  tnese  lights  up  in  dark  places  where  more 
light  is  needed,  and  only  in  a  small  wav. 
They  will  not  probably  excLed.  twenty  or  thirty  at 
present.  Tbe  committee  are  fully  of  the  opin- 
ion that  when  these  lights  are  once  established  no 
taxpayer  or  member  of  the  City  Council  would  wish 
them  removed.  We  knew  notlnug  about  this  new 
company  which  proposes  to  furnish  lights  at  a  less 
price  than  the  Brush  Company.  I  made  inquiries 
tr.-day  and  can  find  no  such  company  established 
here.  I  1-arned  that  they  arc  using  two  or  tlire  • 
lights  in  the  Herald  office,  but  have  no  machine:  y 
and  no  established  place  of  business  here.  The  Brusii 
Light  Company  is  the  only  one  prepared  at  present 
to  furnish  electric  light  to  the  City  of  Boston,  or  auv 
individual  who  wants  it.  I  think' myself  it  is  very 
well,  af'er  the  Brush  Light  Company  have  tried  this 
experiment  so  long,  free  of  expense  to  the  city,  tj 
give  them  an  opportunity  to  light  some  portions  of 
the  city  with  their  lamps.  Iain  satisfied  it  will  he 
for  the  interests  of  the  City  of  Boston  to  have  it 
done.  I  did  not  suppose  there  would  be  any  objec- 
tion raised  o  it  m  this  board.  I  think  the  Commit- 
tee on  Lamps  have  discharged  their  duty  faithfully 
and  economically  during  ti  e  last  three  years,  and 
that  the  record  they  have  made  should  be  some  guar- 
antee to  gain  the  confidence  of  the  members  of  this 
board  as  to  what  they  propose  to  do.  I  am  vcrv 
sorry  shat  the  integrity  of  the  Lamp   Committee   has 
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been  questioned,  but  it  strikes  me  there  is  a  question 
raised  here  as  to  the  integrity  of  the  committee  in 
regard  to  this  electric  light; 

Alderman  Hersey— I  certainly  disavow  any  inten- 
tion to  impugu  the  motives  of  the  committee,  but  I 
xi\  it  is  due  co  this  ii.  ard  tuat  we  should  not  pass 
orders  upon  such  a  scale  as  this  one  without  know- 
ing what  the  committee  propose  to  do.  I  had  a  con- 
versation with  the  Treasurer  of  the  new  company, 
Moses  Williams,  Jr.,  who  assured  me  that  within 
thirtv  days  they  would  have  power  sufficient  to  light 
all  the  streets  hi  the  city.  I  douot  think  there  is  any 
douht  about  it.  1  think  this  Brush  flight  Company 
should  have  the  first  shoiv  in  lighting  certain  streets 
and  squares, but  we  ought  to  know  what  it  is  proposed 
to  do  under  this  order.  If  this  order  is  reconsidered, 
I  think  the  board  would  give  the  committee  power 
to  light  certain  streets  and  squares  with  the  Biush 
Light— not  that  we  have  any  doubt  about  the  integ 
rity  of  the  committee. 

Alderman  O'Brien— Will  the  Alderman  allow  me 
to  interrupt  him  a  moment.  Let  me  read  from  our 
proceedings.  [The.  Alderman  read  the  proposal  of 
the  Brush  Light  Company  to  light  certain  streets  and 
squares]  Do  you  want  the  company  to  take  their 
lamps  from  Scollay  square  alter  spending  their 
money  and  giving  their  light  as  a  gratuity  to  the  City 
of  Boston  for  eight  months? 

Alderman  Hersey— Certainly  not. 

Alderman  O'Brien— If  the  Alderman  has  any 
doubt  about  this  business,  why  don't  be  put  a  limit 
on  it?  Give  them  the.  privilege  of  lighting  Haymar- 
ket  and  Scollay  squares.or  some  other  portions  of  tne 
city.  That  will  b-  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Lamps. 

Alderman  Hersey— It  the  Alderman  will  allow  the 
order  to  he  reconsidered,  [so  that  we  can  adopt  an 
amendment  of  t' at  sort,  we  will  doit.  I  certainly 
would  vote  for  it.  But  I  do  not  propose  'o  give 
them  the  privilege  of  lighting  all  the  squares  and 
streets  named  in  that  petition.  That  is  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  citv. 

Alderman  Curtis  called  for  the  question  upon  the 
motion  to  reconsider. 

The  reconsideration  prevailed,  and  on  motion  of 
Alderman  Curtis  the  order  was  laid  upon  the  table 
until  Alderman  Hersey  could  prepare  an  amend- 
ment satisfactory  t'>  himself  to  be  presented  to  the 
board  at  this  meeting. 

Subsequently  Alnerman  Hersey  ottered  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Ordered,  That  the  Superintendent  of  Lamps  under 
the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Lamps  be  author- 
ized to  contract  with  the  Brush  Electric  Light  Co. 
for  lighting  certain  streets  and  sauares  for  one 
year  at  the  rate  of  65  cents  per  light  each  night 
the  number  of  lights  not  to  eye  ed  one  hundred,  and 
to  be  located  upon  such  streets  and  squares  as  the 
committee  may  elect. 

Passed.  Alderman  Breck  moved  to  reconsider. 
Lost. 

Later  in  the  session  the  petition  of  the  N.  E.  Wes- 
ton Light  Co.  was  taken  from  the  table,  on  motion  of 
Alder-nan  Frost,  and  referred  to  the  next  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Breck,  the  petitions  of 
Charles  E.  Powers  and  others,  and  A.  A.  Folsom 
and  others,  were  taken  from  the  table  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Lamps. 

SURETIES  OF  CONSTABLES'  BONDS. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Treasury  Department  on  the  part  of 
the  board  on  the  order  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  requiring  sureties  on  constables'  bonds  to  sign  the 
statemeut  now  in  use  in  that  department; — That  the 
form  used  is  a  proper  one  and  it  is  inexpedient  to 
mak  e  any  change.    Accepted. 

Alrterman  O'Brien  in  the  chair. 

STABLES  AND  CELLARS. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  the  following  from 
the  Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  board : 

Reports  that  leave  be  granted  on  the  folio  ving 
petitions  to  occupy  stables: 

Catharine  E.  Bleiler,  Heath  place,  Ward  22. 

"Walton  &  Libby,  41  and  43  Chelsea  street,  Ward  5. 

Severally  accepted. 

Report  in  favor  of  granting  leave  to  Boston  Title 
Co.  to  construct  a  building  with  cellar  below  grade 
at  Columbus  avenue,  Yarmouth  and  Harwich  streets, 
provided  the  same  shall  be  used  for  storage  purposes 
only.    Accepted. 

DILL  4. WAY  SCHOOL  DISTRICT. 
Alderman  Woolley  submitted   the  following  from 
he  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Buildings: 
Report  on  the  order  to  provide  additional  accom- 


modations for  gran  mar  scholars  in  the  Dillaway  Dis- 
trict— beg  lea  veto  report  that  no  suitable  accommoda- 
tions can  be  hired  within  the  district,  and  would 
recommend  that  measures  be  taken  for  the  purchase 
of  land  and  the  erection  thereon  of  a  schoolhouse  for 
the  scholars  of  said  district. 

Referred  lo  the  next  Citv  Government.  Sfiit 
down. 

HOWARD-AVENUE  SCHOOLHOUSE. 

The  following  was  received  from  the  Common 
Council  after  the  commencement  of  this  session: 

Report  and  orders  to  purchase  a  site  for  school-  . 
house  on  Howard  avenue  at  a  cost  of  $13,048.05,  and 
on  Quincy  street,  .$7000. 

The  Chairman  said  there  was  no  appropriation  for 
this  matter. 

Alderman  Tucker  ottered  an  order — That  the  Au- 
ditor of  Accounts  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
transfer  from  the  reserved  fund  to  an  appropria- 
tion to  be  called  Primary  Schoolhouse,  Howard  ave- 
nue, the  sum  of  $13,048.65,  the  sajie  to  constitute  a 
special  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  land  on 
Howard  avenue,  Dorchester  District,  for  a  school- 
house  site. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  the 
paper  from  the  Council  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Alderman  Tucker  offered  an  order — That  the  Au- 
ditor of  Accounts  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
to  transfer  trom  the  reserved  fund  to  an  appropri- 
ation to  be  called  Primary  Schoolhouse,  Quincy 
street,  the  sum  of  $7000,  the  same  to  constitute  a 
special  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  land  on 
Quincy  street,  Dorchester  District,  for  a  school- 
h  ;>use  site. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

PAYING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 
Alderman  Slade  submitted   the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving: 

REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

To  establish  revised  grade  of  Church  street,  be- 
tween Bowdoin  and  Adams  street,  in  the  Dorchester 
Disttrict,  as  shown  by  red  dotted  lines  on  a  plan  dated 
August  11th,  1879. 

To  lay  brick  sidewalks  in  front  of  estate  of  Susan 
M.  Lane,  291  Beacon  street. 

To  pay  Mary  Murphy  $250  for  grade  damages  at  97 
West  Fifth  street,  and  to  rescind  the  order  of  Nov. 
21, 1881,  to  pay  said  Mary  Murphy  $200. 

lo  pay  Ann  Maloney  $200  for  grade  damages  at 
re»r  of  97  West  Fifth  street. 

Orders  severally  passed. 

Ordered,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested 
to  petition  tne  next  General  Court  for  such  legisla- 
tion as  will  cause  the  removal  of  the  tracks  of  the 
Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Corporation  from  Kneel- 
and  street,  between  Albany  and  Lincoln  streets. 

Passed.    Sent  down. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Leonard 
Ware,  Jr.,  trustee,  to  be  paid  for  grade  damages  at 
1025-1029  Washington  street,  and  11-13  Lucas  street. 
Accepted. 

Report  on  petition  of  Lawrence  D.  Welby  and 
others  for  a  reiluction  of  fares  on  the  several  street 
railways.  That,  inasmuch  as  the  petioner  has  taken 
his  case  to  the  Sta  te  Board  of  Railroad  Commission- 
ers, who  have  final  jurisdiction  in  the  matter,  it  is 
inexpedient  for  this  board  to  take  action  in  the 
premises.    Accepted. 

Bmsk  Electric  Light  Locations. 
City-  of  Boston, 
In  Board  of  Aldermen, 
December  27,  1881. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the 
Brush  Electric  Lighting  Company  to  erect  four  poles 
on  Lancaster  street,  between  Merrimac  and  Cause- 
way street,  and  four  poles  on  Causeway  street,  be- 
tween Lancaster  and  Canal  streets;  said  poles  to  be 
placed  on  said  streets  in  the  position  designated  by 
red  circles  on  a  plan  drawn  by  Crafts  &  Forbes,  civil 
engineers,  dated  December  22, 1881,  and  deposited  in 
the  office  of  Superintendent  of  Streets.  This  per- 
mit is  granted  upon  condition  that  said  company 
shall  first  give  to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing 
satisfactory  to  the  City  Solicitor,  saving  harmless 
said  citv  against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages, 
costs  or  expenses,  for  or  on  account  of,  or  in  any  way 
growing  out  of  the  erecting  or  maintaining  of  said 
poles  in  said  streets:  also  upon  condition  that  said 
company  shall  keep  said  poles  well  painted  and  in 
good  condition  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  Super- 
intendent of  Streets,  antl  shall  agree  to  remove  said 
poles  whenever  ordered  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen. 

Read  twice  and  pas  ed. 

Passed. 
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Highland  Railway  on  Walnut  Avenue. 

City  of  Boston, 
In  Board  of  aldermen, 
December  27th,  1881. 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  recom- 
mitted tin;  peril  ion  of  the  Highland  Street  Railway 
Company  for  a  location  Of  tracks  cm  Walnut  avenue 
and  Crawford  street,  respectfully  recommend  the 
passage  of  tne  accompanying  order  of  location. 
For  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  Ihat  iu  addition  ti)  the  rights  heretofore 
granted  to  the  Highland  Street  Railway  Company 
to  lay  down  tracks  m  several  of  the,  streets  of  the 
City  "of  Boston,  -aid  company  shall  have  the  right  to 
lay  down  a  sing'e  truck  on  Walnut  av enue,  from 
Warren  street  to  Walnut  street,  and  a  single  track 
on  Walnut  street  from  Walnut  avenue  to  Glen  road, 
and  to  connect  the  track  located  by  this  order  on 
Walnut  avenue  with  the  tracks  now  laid  down  on 
Warren  street,  said  company  shall  also  have  the 
right  to  lay  down  double  tracks  on  Crawford  street 
Hum  Walnut  avenue  to  Warren  street,  and  to  con- 
nect the  same  with  toe  tracks  now  laid  down  on  said 
Warren  street,  opposite  Crawford  street. 

The  right  to  lay  down  the  tracks  located  :  y  this 
order  is  upon  condition  that  the  who'e  work  of  lay- 
ing down  said  tracks  and  the  form  of  rail  u-cd  shall 
be  under  the  direction  and  to  Hie  satisfaction  of  the 
Committee  on  Pavine  and  the  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  and  shall  be  approved  by  them.  Also,  upon 
condition  that  the  space  occupied  ny  -aid  tracks  and 
eighteen  inches  outside  tbtreof.  and  the  space  be- 
tween the  double  tracks  shall  he  paved  with  the  best 
quality  of  granite  blocks  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Superintendent  of  streets.  Also,  upon  condition 
that  when  said  tracks  shall  have  been  constructed 
and  jar?  run  thereon,  said  Highland  Street  Railway 
Company  shall  reduce  the  number  of  cars  run  by 
said  company  on  Warren  s'reet  between  Walnut 
avenue  and  Woodbine  street,  and  shall  run  no  more 
car-  within  the  limits  of  the  city  proper,  north  of 
Dover  street,  than  said  company  is  now  authorized 
lc,  the  lioaid  of  Aldermen  to  run,  without  first  ap- 
plying to  raid  board  and  obtaining  permission  so  to 
ihi  after  due  notice  and  hearing.  Also,  upon  condi 
tion  that  said  company  shall  accept  this  order  of 
location  ami  shall  agree  iu  writing  to  comply  with 
the  conditions  therein  contained, and  filesaio  accept- 
ance and  agreement  with  the  City  clerk  within  thirty 
days  of  the  date  of  the  passage  ot  this  order;  other- 
wise it  shall  be  null  and  void.  The  tracks  located  by 
this  order  are  shown  by  red  lines  on  plans  drawn  by 
Crafts  and  Forbes,  civil  engineers,  dated  June  3, 
1881,  and  deposited  in  the  oliice  o.  the  Superinten- 
dent of  Streets. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Order  missed.  Alderman  Tucker  moved  to  recon- 
sider, hoping  it  would  not  pievail.    Lost. 

Metro/iolitaii  Hail  mail  an   Walnut    Iceiine. 
city  of  bostok, 
In  Board  of  aldermen, 
December  27, 1881. 

The  Committee  on  Paving,  to  whom  was  receuiit- 
ted  the  petition  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Com- 
pany for  leave  to  lay  down  tracks  on  Walnut  avenue 
and  School  street,  r'especttully  recommend  the  pas- 
sage ot  the  accompanying  order  of  location. 
For  the  Committee, 

Lucius  Slade,  Chairman. 

Ordered,  That  in  iddition  to  the  rights  heretofore 
granted  to  the  .Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  to 
lay  down  tracks  in  several  of  the  streets  of  the  City 
Of  Boston,  said  company  shall  have  the  right  to  lay 
down  a  single  track  from  the  tracks  on  Warren  street 
over  and  upon  Walnut  avenue  to  Walnut  street,  and 
on  Walnut  street  to  Glen  road ;  also  a  single  track 
on  School  street  from  the  tracks  on  Walnut  street  to 
the  tracks  on  Washington  s'reet.  The  right  to  lay 
down  the  tracks  located  by  this  order  is  upon  con- 
dition that  the  whole  work  ot  laying  down  said  track  • 
and  the  form  of  rail  useo  shall  be  under  the  direc- 
tion and  to  the  satisfaction  ot  the  Committee  on 
1'aving  and  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  shall 
he  approved  by  them.  Also,  upon  condition  that  the 
space  occupied  by  said  track  and  eighteen  inches 
outside  thereof  shall  be  paved  with  the  best  quality 
of  granite  blocks  to  tlie  satisfaction  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets.  Also,  upon  condition  that  said 
Metropolitan  Railroad  Company  shall  accept  this 
order  ot  location  and  shall  agree  in  writing  to  com- 
ply with  the  conditions  therein  contained  and  shall 
d  acceptance  and  agreement  with  fhe  City 
Clerk  within  thirty  days  of  the  date  Of  the  passage 
of  this  order,  otherwise  it  shall  be  null  and  void. 
The  tracks  locate  I   by  this  order    are    shown     by 


blue  lines  on  plans  drawn  by  Crafts  and  Forbes, 
civil  engineers,  and  on  plans  drawn  by  Arthur 
Hodges,  civil  engineer,  dated  June  3, 1881,  and  de- 
posited in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Read  twice  and  passed. 

Alderman  Slade — 1  would  say  that  the  presidents 
of  *bese  two  roads  have  talked  this  matter  over  and 
have  come  to  an  agreement  upon  it.  It  is  expected 
that  the  .Metropolitan  will  not  run  its  cars  there  ex- 
cept a  few  months  in  the  summer.  The  purchase  of 
the  land  for  the  West  Rox bury  Park  has  seemed  to 
put  a  little  life  into  this  matter.  This  order  is  by 
agreement  of  the  roads,  and  I  think  there  will  be  no 
trouble. 

The  order  was  passed.    Alderman  Tucker   moved 

a  reconsideration,  honing  it  would  not  prevail.  Lost. 

Untlerarountl  Telegraph  and  Telephone  Wires. 

City  of  Boston,  i 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,  J 

December  27, 1881.  ) 

Ordered,  That  W<».  R.  Clark,  Chas.  W.  Lewis, 
John  .  Shorey,  Frederick  Allen,  Alfred  A.  Nicker- 
son,  S.  O.  Richardson  and  Cyrus  Wakefield  are  here- 
by authorized  and  empowered  to  construct,  establish 
and  maintain  through  jnd  under  the  streets  herein- 
after Dained  continuous  lines  of  pipeB  or  conduits  in 
and  through  which  to  conduct  wires  for  telegrapliic 
and  telephonic  communication. 

Said  pipes  or  conduits  may  be  laid  through  and 
under  the  following-named  streets,  viz.: 

Albam,  Arch,  Atlantic  avenue,  Beacon  (from  Tre- 
mont  to  Park),  Berkeley,  Boylstou  (from  Washing- 
ton to  Dartmouth),  Braille,  Broad,  Broadway, 
Brook  line,  Cambridge,  Causeway  (from  Portland  to 
Commercial),  Charlest.oWL,  Cbanes  (from  Cambridge 
to  Beacon).  Columbus  avenue  (from  Park  square  to 
Dartmouth),  Chauncy,  Commercial  (from  State  to 
Hanover),  Commonwealth  avenue  (from  Berkeley  to 
Parker),  Congress  (from  Milk  to  State),  Court,  Dart- 
mouth, Dorchester  avenue,  Dover,  East  Newton, 
Eliot,  Federal,  Hanover,  High,  Kneeland,  Lincoln, 
Milk  (from  Washington  to  Broad),  Mount  Vernon 
(from  Charles  to  Beacon),  Merchants'  row,  North- 
ampton, Pearl,  Pembe-ton  square,  Portland,  School, 
South  Market,  State,  Summer  (from  Washington  to 
High),  Tremoio,  (from  Boylsion  to  Parker),  Wal- 
tham,  Washington  (from  Haymarket  square  to  Dud- 
ley), West,  West  Newton,  Winter,  Worcester  street 
and  Woicester  square. 

Said  pipes  or  conduits  to  be  constructed  in  a  man- 
ner satisfactory  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  to  be 
of  such  material  as  it  shall  approve.  All  plans  and 
specifications  of  the  work  shall  be  submitted  to  said 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  by  it  approved.  Said  pipes 
or  conduits  shall  be  made  of  sufficient  capacity  to 
accommodate  all  wires  now  in  use  along  the  lino  ot 
said  pipes,  and  as  many  pdditional  wires  as  the  said 
Board  of  Aldermen  shall  determine. 

Said  Clark  and  others  shall  grant  all  reasonable 
accommodations  in  their  pipes  for  the  wires  of  all 
the  companies  operating  in  Boston,  and  they  shall 
not  charge  a  rental  in  excess  of  the  cost  of  main- 
taining overhead  wires.  This  permission  is  granted 
on  condition  that  said  Clark  and  others  furnish  to 
the  City  of  Boston  suitable  accommodations  for  all 
Its  wires  wherever  said  pipes  or  conduits  are  laid, 
and  also  furnish  and  keep  in  repair  such  wires  laid 
in  said  pipes  or  conduits,  without  expense  to  the 
city.  The  work  of  construe  ing  these  conduits  shall 
■ot  be  commenced  until  a  bond  satisfactory  to  the 
Corporation  Counsel  shall  be  furnished  the  city  con- 
ditioned to  properly  construct  said  prpes  or  conduits, 
and  hohi  the  city  harmless  against  any  loss  or  dam- 
age occasioned  by  such  construction  and  the  main- 
tenance of  said  pipes. 

Alderman  Slade— The  Committee  on  Paving  have 
given  this  matter  a  great  deal  of  attention  during  th6 
whole  season.  We  know  how  anxious  people  are  to 
have  the  wires  taken  from  the  poles  and  house  tops 
and)  put  underground.  This  seems  to  be  the  best 
plan  that  has  been  brought  before  the  committee. 
The  pu  ting  of  wires  underground   has  not  been   in 

firactice  in  this  country  much,  but  so  far  as  they 
iave  experimented  it  stems  that  this  plan  will  work. 
At  all  events  the  committee  believe  it  is  well  to  try 
it.  It  is  of  no  expense  to  the  city,  and  if  it  is  a  fail- 
ure the  expense  will  be  borne  by  somebody  else.  The 
telegraph  and  telephone  companies  say  they  are  de- 
sirous of  putting  their  wires  underground.  After  all 
the  tiearings  we  have  had  the  committee  have  decid- 
ed to  give  this  company  this  franchise.  Of  course 
nothing  will  be  done  until  the  arrangement  is 
thoroughly  satisfactory  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
and  there  is  no  danger  in  passing  that  order. 

Alderman  Haiilcmaii— This  matter  of  underground 
wire-  .s  of  considerable  importance.  This  order 
gives  a  very  great  monopoly  to  this  company.     While 
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I  aui  opposed  to  protecting  monopolies  by  govern- 
ment, yet  I  think  the  time  has  arrived  when  some- 
thing should  be  doue.  If  the  various  great  tele- 
graph companies  that  have  been  obstructing  our 
city  so  long  fail  to  see  the  importance  of  gettihg  up 
and  doing  something  we  should  accept  the  first  pro- 
position that  appears  to  be  backed  by  enterprise  and 
capital.  If  they  secure  such  a  valuable  franchise  it 
i9  their  gain,  and  a  lo°s  to  these  great  corporations 
that  should  have  accomplished  (.his  result  years  ago. 
I  am  sorry  that  to  the  order  is  not  appended  a  condi- 
tion requiring  every  wire  now  overhead  to  be  dis- 
placed within  two  years.  It  is  time  that  Boston  and 
all  other  great  cities  should  put  their  foot  down  upon 
this  great  nuisance  now  obstructing  their  streets  and 
buildings.  The  poles  are  not  only  a  nuisance  and  an 
eyesore,  but  dangerous.  Ladders  cannot  be  run  up 
upon  large  buildings  because  of  the  great  mass  of  wires 
across  the  street.  I  am  in  favor  of  giviug  this  very 
great  franchise  to  any  company  that  will  make  the 
first  advanee,loward  placing  the  wires  underground. 
I  hope  it  will  be  a  very  «hort  time  before  every  wire 
used  for  electrica;  purposes  is  underground.  One 
of  the  objections  I  might  raise  to  the  electric  lights 
just  authorized  in  the  public  grounds  is  that  the  wires 
are  overhead,  aDd  should  like  to  add  to  that  order 
that  the  wires  shall  be  buried.  X~et  you  may  say  we 
are  in  an  experimental  stage  in  this  whole  business. 
I  am  willing  to  give  a  little  time  and  latitude  to  the 
various  electrical  companies  to  perfect  their  system. 
The  order  was  passed.  Alderman  Tucker  moved 
to  reconsider,  hoping  it  would  not  prevail. 

Alderman  Hersey — This  is  one  of  those  orde  s  we 
ought  not  to  c;inch.  It  is  very  important.  We 
ought  to  have  time  to  consider  it,  so  that  we  can  re- 
open the  subject  if  we  desire  to. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  did  not  suppose  there  would 
be  a  question  upon  this  matter  of  so  much  import- 
ance, which  has  puzzled  the  Committee  on  Paving 
this  year,  and  upon  which  they  have  spent  more 
time  than  anything  else.  The  Alderman  has  no  idea 
of  the  complaints  coming  to  the  committee  of  the 
nui-ances  created  by  the  telegraph  poles  and  wires. 
We  have  had  all  the  companies  before  us  aud  asked 
them  to  present  something  that  would  give  relief, 
and  only  one  plan  has  been  presented.  Mr.  Sliorey 
has  explainedtbis  plan  and  answered  every  question. 
Tt  has  been  tested  in  Philadelphia  six  01  eight 
months,  and  th*-re  has  not  been  a  single  question  as 
to  its  success.  I  have  myself  put  questions  to  Mr. 
Shorey,  and  to  the  gentlemen  representing  the  va- 
rious companies,  and  they  had  nothing  better  to  of. 
fer.  These  parties  are  anxious  to  go  to  work  as  soon 
as  possible.  I  feel  sympathy  for  the  gentlemen  of  the 
next  City  Government,  and  want  to  relieve  them. 
I  hope  the  Aldermm  will  not  press  this  thing  to- 
night, for  I  know  if  this  matter  comes  before  the 
next  "Paving  Committee  it  will  puzzle  their  brains 
out  of  them.  The  committee  have  had  much  trouble 
this  year.  Tbey  have  exnausted  the  subject  and  are 
unanimous  that  it  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the  city 
to  adopt  this  plan. 

Alderman  Hersey — Under  those  circumstances  the 
Alderman  ought  not  to  fear  that  there  will  be  a  mo- 
tion to  reconsider.  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  place  it 
out  of  our  power  to  move  a  reconsideralion.  I  will 
agree  not  to  move  to  reconsider,  but  I  think  we 
ought  to  leave  opeu  a  matter  of  so  much  importance 
a  this. 

Alderman  Woolley — I  can  endorse  what  my  asso- 
-ciate  on  the  committee  has  said.  I  hope  we  shall  put 
this  oroer  in  such  shape  that  it  will  be  beyond  recor- 
sioeration  by  this  government.  The  committee  have 
given  a  great  deal  of  time  to  it,  have  had  representa- 
tive* ot  the  various  telegraph  companies  before 
them,  aud  this  company  is  entitled  to  some  honor  for 
the  manner  in  w  lich  they  have  brought  this  matter 
before  the  committee.  Every  facility  has  been  given 
to  examine  its  merits  and  demerits.  The  gentlemen 
have  spent  large  sums  of  money  experimenting,  and 
showed  to  the  committee  that  their  system  is  really  a 
success.  It  is  the  duty  of  this  board  to  relieve  the 
City  of  Boston  of  the  "wires  now  stretched  across  the 
housetops  and  on  poles  in  the  streets.  Those  wires 
are  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  Boston  in  many 
ways,  more  especially  in  obstructing  the  working  of 
the"  Fire  Department.  I  hope  the  reconsideration 
will  not  prevail,  but  that  the  matter  will  be  settled 
to-night. 

Alderman  Curtis— In  the  fore  part  of  the  year  I 
protested  against  those  poles  being  placed  on  the 
streets,  and  said  a  few  words  in  relation  to  under- 
ground wires.  We  kniw  in  the  Highland  District 
that  those  poles  are  a  nuisance.  Every  man  there  is 
disgusted  with  them.  I  am  glad  this  company  has 
courage  enough  to  lay  a  pipe  underground  to  take 
these  wires  It  is  the  rirst  time  I  have  seeu  an  order 
passed    this  board    whereby    we    relinquished    our 


streets  and  got  some  compensation  for  it.  The  com- 
pany are  to  provide  for  the  wires  of  the  citv  and 
keep  them  in  repair,  which  1  consider  a  great'enm- 
pensation.    I  hope  it  will  not  be  reconsidered. 

Alderman  Tucker— I  should  not  have  moved  to 
reconsider  if  we  had  another  meeting.  If  this  is  not 
settled  to-mght,  it  will  carry  it  over  to  the  next  «ov- 
ernment. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  did  not  contemplate  that  con- 
tingency, and  under  the  circumstances  think  it  is 
proper  ihat  the  matter  should  be  clinched. 

Alderman  Halaeman— I  always  object  very  se- 
riously to  this  snapping  up  aud  moving  a  reconsider- 
ation hoping  it  will  not  prevail,  particularly  in  the 
face,  of  unanimous  votes  of  this  board.  It  looks  like 
a  snap  judgment  to  take  advautage  of  the  good  na- 
ture of  the  board,  but  in  this  case  I  can  5ee  the  im- 
portance of  clinching  the  matcer  to  prevent  its  being 
reopened.  We  will  all  be  satisfied  that  we  have  doue 
a  good  thing,  yet  the  moment  our  action  becomes 
public  we  will  have  a  dozen  organizations  stepping 
in  desiring  to  share  the  great  franchise  we  have 
granted,  just  as  in  the  case  of  the  electric  light  com- 
panies. For  the  first  time  since  I  have  been  in  this 
board  I  will  vote  not  to  reconsider. 

The  reconsideration  was  lost. 

A-lderman  Tucker— It  is  incumbent  upon  me  to 
make  a  little  explanation  in  regard  to  my  motions  to 
reconsider,  hoping  they  willmot  prevail  in  the  matter 
of  the  location  of  horse  railway  tracks  on  Walnut 
avenue.  I  have  no  personal  interest  in  the  matter, 
but  I  did  it  out  of  sympathy  and  respect  for  the  next 
City  Government. 

VENTILATION  OF  THE  ALDERMEN'S  CHAMBER. 

The  board  next  considered  the  special  assignment 
for  5  P.  M.,  viz  : 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  provide  means  for 
ventilation  of  the  Aldermeo's  chamber. 

The  report  was  accepted.    Sent  down. 

NEW  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  BUILDING. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Library,  who  were  au 
thorized  to  purchase  certain  land  in  addition  to  tha 

given  by  the  State  for  the  erection  of  a  new  Public 
lbrary,  representing  that  they  have  conferred  with 
tbe  owners  of  a  portion  of  the  property  that  is  re- 
quired, and  find  that  the  necessary  au>ouut  of  land 
cannot  be  purchased  with  the  limit  ot  the  appropria- 
tion made  for  the  purpose.  Tbe  owners  of  certain 
estates,  which  are  absolutely  needed  to  carry  out  the 
plan,  hold  their  property  at  prices  which  the  com- 
mittee believe  much  more  than  it  is  worth.  The 
committee  are  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  use- 
less to  continue  the  negotiations  for  the  present,  and 
recommend  that  the  next  City  Council  consider  the 
expediency  of  abandoning  the  erection  of  a  new 
library  building,  or  selecting  some  other  site. 
Rei'erreJ  to  the  next  City  Council.    Sent  down. 

PERMIT  TO  TFST  FIRE  ARMS. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  au  order— That  leave  be 
granted  by  this  board,  so  far  as  it  has  authority,  to 
G.  W.  Turner  &  Ross,  to  dischame  tire  arms  (tor  the 
purpose  .  f  testing  the  same)  upon  the  marsh  near 
the  foot  of  Vinton  sireet.  between  Crescent  avenue 
station  and  the  boathouses;  p-orirteci  permissiou  be 
first  obtained  from  the  owner  of  the  laud,  that  the 
guns  shall  be  discharged  over  the  vvater,  aud  that 
this  privilege  shall  be  subject  to  the  direction  of 
the  captain  of  PoliceDivisionXo.il.  Passed. 
SEWERS. 
Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Sewers: 

Order  to  rebuild  the  sewer  in  Harvard  street,  be- 
tween Washington  street  and  Harrison  avenue. 
Passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  following  assessment  for  sewers 
be  abated,  on  account  of  assessments  for  rights  of 
way,  previous  payments,  <Scc: 

Hancock  street  and  private  way— Sarah  W.  Hen- 
dry, $336.93;  Continental  National  Hank,  $679.92. 

Fairfield  street— Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  Cor- 
poration, $5883.42. 

Essex    street     extension— Leopold    Morse,    $8.75: 
Helen  P.  Willis    and    Ellen  M.  Ware,   §19.44:  Wm. 
Hickling's  heirs,  $12.97;  B.  R.  Nicuols,  $13.84. 
Pitts  street  -Archibald  McLean,  $_'0. 
Leverett  street— Emily  Russell,  $41.45;  Sarah  Hos- 
mer,    $63.75;    Moses    W.   Merrill,    S16.07;    Wm.    A 
Brewster,  $5.06:  Amos  M.  Kyle.  $11.12;  Alice  Cham- 
berlain, $8.09;  John  C.  Tucker's  heirs.  .*8.09;  James 
Hammond,  $8.09;  Maurice  Lynch,  $8.09. 
Downer  street— Heirs  of  Thomas  Burke,  $35.84. 
Passed. 

Report- that  suudry  schedules  of  the  cost  of  con- 
structing sewers,  referred  from  the  Superintendent, 
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are  correct,  with  orders  for  the  assessment  aw!  col- 
lection ol  the  same.    TUe  orders  were  passed. 

.STONY   BROOK. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order — That  the  Audi- 
tor of  Accounts  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
place  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriation  for  the  Stony 
Brook  Improvement  all  amounts  received  bv  the 
City  Collector  on  account  of  said  improvement. 
Passed.     Sent  do*  u. 

WORK   i  if  THE  LAMP  DEPARTMENT  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Alderniao  lireck  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee dl  Lumps  that  no  action  is  necessary  on  the 
foliowing-oained  petitions  for  lamps,  the  prayer  of 
the  petit  01. er8  having  been  granted; 

J.M.  Weilliurt  and  others,  Spring  lane;  W.  ri. 
Oavi>,  Nelson  and  Evans  streets;  W.  R.  Clark,  Mt. 
Everett  street;  Jonathan  French,  Wyoming  street; 
B.  Callender,  Walnut  ave.  and  Ennore  street;  I'heo- 
dc  re  Thuxter,  Itowdoin  square;  Holden  C.  B.  Tink- 
hain,  Holuen  street;  Hannah  Quinu,  Pearl 
street;  A.  S.  Stafford,  Earl  street;  J.  V.  De- 
vine,  Foundry  street;  N.  M.  Morrison,  Gardner 
street;  E.  Marshauel,  Creek  square;  H.  M.  Wilde- 
Harvard  ave.;  B.  Crosby,  Atwood  ;.ve.;  A.  B.  Weld, 
Hathaway  street;  .Margaret  Devine,  Foundry  street; 
Joseph  Bennett,  Union  street;  Johu  Killani,  Minden 
street;  Henry  Williams,  Williams  Market;  J.  H. 
O'Neil.  Seneca  street;  G.  A.  Fuller,  Harvard  ave- 
nue; John  Brennnn,  Church  street:  Chas.  A.  Dean, 
Elmore  street;  Thomas  Brennan,  Algei  street;   Jas. 

A.  Kemp,  Kemp  street;  Samuel  Jackson,  Alden 
street;  M.  R.  Walsh.  Townsend  place;  G.  P.  Brown, 
Allston  Heitjhts;  C.  E.  Sparhawk,  Sparuawk  avenue; 
James  B.  Field,  Willow  court;  John  Hanswith, 
Chainpiiey  street;  W.  J.  Bnrke,  Everett  street ;  John 

B.  O'Brien,  'M  Leverett  street;  Jolin  W.  Hollis,  Hol- 
lis  place;  B.  F.  Guild,  rear  Commonwealth  avenue; 
Geo.  Lewis,  Palmer  place;  J.  c.  Atkinson,  Tremont 
place;  Thomas  Welch,  Madison  street;  Henry  J. 
Burnes,  rear  Commonwealtii  avenue;  Daniel  Seav- 
ein-,  Terrace  avenue;  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank, 
Porcelain  place;  James  A.  Fitzsiuioions,  Dana 
place:  W.H.Wallace,  Delle  avenue;  J.  S.  Robin- 
so'i,  Avon  street;  C.  H.  Plimpton,  Waverley  street. 

Accepted . 

THE  GRANTING   OF  AMUSEMENT  LICENSES. 

Alderman  Breck  offered  the  following: 
An  Ordinance 
To  amend  an   Ordinance  in  relation   to  the  Ordin- 
ances adopted   A.  D.  1870,  and  Mibsequei  t  Ordin- 
ances. 
Be  it  ordained,  &c. 

Section  1.  The  Ordinance  "in  relation  to  the  Ordin- 
ance- adopted  A.D.  1876,and  subsequent  Ordinances," 
which  took  effect  on  the  twenty.second  day  of  March, 
1881,  is  hereby  amended  by  striking  out  the  following 
words : 

"Section  ten  of  the  Ordinance  relating  to  the  police 
force  passed  July  31,  A.  I).,  1878,  is  hereby  amended 
by  striking  out  in  the  sixth  and  seventh  lines  as 
printed  in  the  supplement,  page  73,  the  words,  "the- 
atrical exhibitions,  public  shows  and  public  amuse- 
ments." 
l'assed.    Sent  down. 

WOODEN    BUILDINGS. 

/  Iderman  Viles  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  the  Suiveyand  Inspection  of 
Buildings: 

Report  that  leave  be  granted  Lockwood  Manufac- 
turing Co.  to  erect  a  wooden  addition  to  ouilding 
N<  -•  73-79  Mininer  street,  Ward  2,  provided  said  pe- 
titioner Las  a  brick  wall  erected  on  the  south  side  of 
the  proposed  aduition.    Accepted.    Sent  down. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petitioi  of 
Luther  Hall  &  Co.  to  build  a  wooden  addition  to  a 
woodi  n  building  on  Orleans  street,  rear  of  Webster 
street,  Ward  2.    Accented.    Sent  down. 

CITY  BUILDING  ON  BACK  BAY. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order— That  in  the  pur- 
chase of  land  at  the  corner  of  Hereford  and  Bovlston 
strict-,  under  an  order  approved  by  the  Mayor,  Dec. 
3,  1881 .  and  under  a  vote  of  the  Committee  on  Police 
mhi  d  Dec.  15, 1881,  the  City  Solicitor  be  authorized 
:pl  ano  approve  the  deed  of  the  said  estate, 
subject  to  tin-  following  restrictions,  viz.:  "No  build- 
up fronting  on  said  Boylston  street,  shall  be  erected 
on  the  premises,  the  exterior  walls  of  which  shall  be 
(,t  any  other  material  than  brick,  stone  or  iron,  nor 
Bhall  any  building  fronting  <n  sain  Boylston  street 
erected  on  said  premises  be  used  for  livery  stables, 
or  blacksmith's  shops,  or  tor  fouBdry  or  manufactur- 
ing purposes,  which  slc-ill  be  offensive  to  the  neigh- 
borhood for  dwelling  houses,  and  all  buildings  erect- 
ed thereon  fronting  on    Boylston    street   shall   be   of 


good  class  and   not    less  tkan  two  stories  in  height. 
Passed.    Sent  down. 

LAND  DAMAGES. 

Alderman  Vites,  for  the  Committee  on  Street;  on 
the  part  of  the  board,  offered  an  order  to  pay  Mary 
Murphy  §158.50  tor  land  taken  and  all  damages  oc- 
casioned by  the  extension  of  Meridian  street  to  Wal- 
den  street.    Passed. 

EXTENSION  OF  CHAPMAN  PLACE. 

Aldeman  Viles  submitted  a  report  from  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Streets,  on  the  petition  of  H.  D.  Par- 
ker and  others  for  the  extension  of  Chapman  place 
to  Montgomery  place— That  they  have  heard  the  pe- 
titioners, and  are  satisfied  that  the  public  sarety  and 
convenience  require  this  improvement,  but  they  are 
not  prepared  to  recommend  it  so  near  to  the  close  of 
the  present  municipal  year.  They,  therefore,  recom- 
mend that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the  next  City 
Government.  Accepted.  Sent  down. 
ELECTION  EXPENSES. 

Aldern,an  Viles  offered  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
Assistant  City  Clerk  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars 
for  services  rendered  the  Committee  on  Election 
Retujiis,  of  the  last  State  and  municipal  elections, 
said  sum  to  be  cl  arged  to  the  appropriation  for  elec- 
tion expenses. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
Assistant  Clerk  of  Committees,  the  sum  of  forty  dol- 
lars, for  services  rendered  the  committee  on  election 
returns,  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  election  expenses. 

Severally  passed.    Sent  down. 

THE  ELECTION  RETURNS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  the  following: 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  returns 
of  votes  cast  in  the  several  wards  of  this  city  on  the 
13th  iDst.,  for  municipal  officers,  present  their  final 
report.  In  accordance  with  the  requests  submitted 
to  them,  they  have  examined  and  counted  the  ballots 
cast  for  the  Mayor,  for  twelve  Aldermen,  for  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Committe  to  serve  two  years,  and 
for  certain  members  of  the  Common  Council  in  wards 
1,  2,  3,  6,  7,  8, 12, 13, 15. 16,  20,  and  22,  and  the  results 
are  recorded  in  (he  office  of  the  City  Clerk;  from 
which  it  anpears  that  the  following  persons  having 
a  plurality  of  votes  are  entitled  to  their  respective 
offices: 

Mayor. 

Samuel  A.  Green. 

Aldermen. 
William  Woolley,  Charles  H.  Hersey, 

Solomon  B.  Stebbins,  Cyrus  S.  Haldeman, 

Andrew  J.  Hall,  Benjamin  F.  Anthony, 

Lucius  Slade,  Thomas  N.  Hart, 

Charles  V.  Whitten,  Laban  Pratt, 

Joseph  Caldwell,  Clinton  White. 

Common  Council. 

Ward  1— Clarence  P.  Lovell,  Peter  Morrison, 
Benj.  P.  Bates. 

Ward  2— Charles  F.  Quigley,  James  E.  Fitzgerald, 
Alfred  N.  Proctor. 

Ward  3— Matthew  Walsh,  William  L.  Harding, 
Ernest  C.  Marshall. 

Ward  4— H.  W.  B.  Cotton,  Samuel  J.Harrison, 
Horace  E.  Boynton. 

Ward  5— John  P.  Hilton,  George  F.  Mullet,  Pat- 
rick J.  Donovan. 

Ward  ti— John  W.  Fraser,  James  F.  Daly,  Michael 
F.  Houghton. 

Ward  7— William  J.  Welsh,  John  A.  McLaughlin, 
Daniel  McLaughlin. 

Ward  8— John  B.  Fitzpatrick,  John  J.  Boyle,  John 
J.  Cannon. 

Ward  a— Henry  Parkman,  Malcolm  S.  Greenough  , 
Godfrey  Morse. 

Ward  10— James  G.  Freeman,  Prentiss  Cummitg  i 
Edward  P.  Fisk. 

Ward  11 — William  F.  Wharton,  George  L.Hun 
tress,  J.  D.  W.  French. 

Ward  12— William  H.  Whitmore,  Thomas  J.  Den- 
ney,  James  H.  Stack. 

Ward  13— Thomas  H.  Devlin,  Charles  A.  Powers, 
James  A.  Murphy. 

Ward  14— Albert  F.  Lauten,  Otis  D.  Dana,  Wil- 
liam H.  Frizzell. 

Ward  15— Frank  F.  Farwell,  Charles  W.  Donahoe, 
Charles  H.  Orr. 

Ward  16— John  Taylor,  David  F.  Barry,  James 
Donovan. 

Ward  17— Dudley  R.  Child,  Leander  Beal,  Wil- 
liam H.  Ford. 

Ward  18— Nathaniel  Brimhecom,  Thomas  J.  Em- 
ery, Frederick  B.  Taylor. 
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Ward  19— P.  James  Maguire,  James  Teevaii,  John 
Good. 

Ward  20— William  C.  Fisk,  Joseph  P.  Connell,  Fe- 
lix A.  Strange. 

Ward  21— Charles  E.    Pratt,   Nathan    G.    Smith, 
Thomas  R.  Mathews. 

Ward  22— Abraham  T.  Rogers. 

Ward  23 — Naham  M.  Morrison,  Alfred  S.  Brown, 
Nelson  S.  Wakefield. 

Ward  24 — Otis  Eddy,  Munroe  Checkering,  J.  Frank 
Howland. 

Ward  25 — Austin  Bigelow,  John  H.  Lee. 
School  Committee  (2  Years). 

James  C.  Davis. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  City  Clerk  be  di- 
rected^to  notify  the  foregoing  persons  of  their  election. 

The  above-named  persons  are  the  same  who  ap- 
peared to  be  elected  according  to  the  returns  of  the 
precinct  officers  with  the  exception  of  Alderman 
Charles  V.  Whitten,  who  received  more  ballots  than 
William  Frost,  and  Abraham  T.  Rogers,  who  re- 
ceived more  votes  than  Frederick  Bleiler,  as  a  Coun- 
cilman from  Ward  22.  In  the  last  case  there  were 
ballots  printed  with  the  names  of  Frederick  Blieler, 
and  Frederic  K.  Bleiler  thereon,  but  as  it  is  not  the 
province  of  this  board  to  construe  the  intention  of 
the  voters  in  this  respect,  tney  are  constrainectoto  re- 
port that  Abraham  T.  Rogers,  who  received  the 
largest  number  of  ballots,  is  elected. 
For  the  Committee, 

Clintojs  Viles,  Chairman. 
Results  of  the  Recount. 
For  Mayor. 

Samuel  A.  Green 20,429 

Albert  Palmer..... 19,724 

All  others 14 

Green's  majority 705 

Total  vote  for  Aldermen. 

Cyrus  S.  Haldeman „ 25,443 

Joseph  Caldwell 24.956 

Clinton  White 22.546 

Lucius  Slade 21,735 

Charles  H.  Hersey , 21,375 

Solomon  B.  Stebbins 21,187 

Th  mas  N.  Hart 21,085 

Andrew  J.  Hall 20,903 

Laban  Pratt 20,346 

William  Woolley 20,186 

Benjamin  F.  Anthony 20,085 

Charles  V.  Whitten. .' 19,887 

Wiliiam  Frost 19.803 

Haul  H.  Kendricken 19,759 

George  L.  1 1: orndike 19.616 

Thomas  J.  "Whidden 19,354 

Francis  B.  Beaumont 18.951 

James  J.  Flynn 18,153 

Samuel  A.  B.  AbOotr 18.038 

Asa  H.  Caton 17,612 

William  H.  Whitmore 17,581 

John  Babson 17.237 

C.H.B.  Breck 16,227 

George  Curtis 15,826 

All  others 99 

The  twelve  first-named  are  el  ected. 
For   Common    Council. 

WARD  ONE. 

12  3        4  5     Total. 

•n    d  t,,^0               fW..246    209  164  107  126       852 

B.I.Bates -JR...246    209  164  106  119       844 

u    aM    „„„„          (W..   70    210  201  207  156       844 

Jesse  M.Gove |R       69    209  200  208  156      842 

WARD  TWO. 

r-w  *•  r>,„vw    JW..333    317    229    248       ..    1127 
Chas.  F.  Qiugley. . -J  R     331    317    279    2i9  1176 

t  u    it-,,™™  1,1       (W..209    199    159    224        ..       791 
J.  E.  Fitzgertld...}R     209    202    157    220  78s 

a     xr    i.™t„,          (W..220  136  183  129  ..  718 

A.N.  Proctor }r.  .220  187  181  137  ..  725 

n    v   Tiowtv          JW..106  200  160  250  ..  716 

C.F.Doherty {B...]06  1-57  158  242  ..  673 

„_     „  .„  ,               (W..184  161  136  80  ..  501 

PeterReilly }r...i90  166  133  82  ..  57 

WARD   THREE. 

w       t     ii„,iiT,„     (W..197    162    206    136        ..       701 
Wm.L.  Harding..  |  R205    164    „u3    136       (,       703 

m„t«.o,.,  nr.,11,      )W..    96    102    192    275        ..       665 
Matthew  Walsh... -J  E101    103    189    276         _      669 

t   v,  „„„       (W..193    202    198       62        ..       655 
HuamI.Nason...^R     201    20s    196      62        _        6G5 

WARD    SIX. 

iu    i    u„  „u™       IW..254    206    236    222        ..       918 
M.J.sHoughton...}K     „50    210    231    223  Q2„ 

JohnW.Fras.r...|W:;|39    211    191    223       ..      8g65 

James  F.Baly...   fell    §«  "  «§    Ug       »      ?g 

P.J.McLa„gnlin..^;;iiI    ««    ™g    ««       ;;      ?|| 

a     i    n'r>n„,l  OV..184    134    121     121         ..       560 

A.A.ODowd in. ..183    152    123    114        ..       572 

r        ,,n>  ,™„  )W..   85    149    113    145        ..       492 

James  Tarone |R        g5    161    116    140       .        502 


DanielMcLaughlin  j  R  ■ 

Inhn  n^liprtv  JW..141     188     110 

John  Dolierty JR...143    191    m 


WARD   SEVEN. 

12        3 
112    207    157 
111    226    159 


Jolm  J.  Cannon. 


IR.,.  39 

Alden  E.  Viles  •••{RV"o|e 


WARD     EIGHT. 

(ff..  40    166       66 


164  68 
108  119 
11)7    120 


James  H.  Stack. 
W.  H.  Whitmore. 


WARD    TWELVE. 

207     234 


I  W..211 

•Ik.    210 


J i  W..203 
\R...2(. 


.203 

/W..191 

•tK...19i 

J.  D.  Mulchinock..|W;|^S 

J,  D.  Borrowscale  j  R  ' ;     {? 

i  w"      7 
Jno.   Borrowscale  <  R         g 

CW  '    *?8 
J.  Borrowscale.  Jr.  <  R       qS 


T.  J.  Denuey < 


,j,{j 

W.  Ryder jW- 

Thomas  F.  QuinnjRV--  ^| 


F. 


Chas.  A.  Powers. 
Jas.  A.  Murphy. . 


237 
225 
226 
213 
212 
180 
180 
103 
44 

42 

15 

82 
85 
35 
3D 

WARD  THIRTEEN. 

IW..165  238  238 


208 
210 
208 
200 
180 
118 
123 


9 
30 

8 
39 
36 
11 
13 


4 
100 

97 
129 
128 


293 

292 

48 

48 

108 

111 

99 

99 

96 

94 

233 

336 

14 

14 

207 

201 

6 
221 
218 


Total. 
676 
59. 
568 
573 

565 
563 
508 
511 

760 
766 
737 
736 
700 
677 
636 
646 
148 

72 
223 
279 

43 

68 
355 
352 

97 


B...167 
f  W..156 
•1E...155 


W. 


t  W 

'IK 


P.  L.  Cassidy i  W 

(W. 


Martin  T.Folan. 
J.  B.  Gomez 


E.  H.  Grover. 


141 
144 
200 
.197 
158 
158 
j  W..104 
JR.. .106 
|W..  14 
R 


14 

15 

15 

(W..  10 

-Ir...  io 

G.  W.  Goodwin... .•fgf"*  g 
James  Murphy.... -j  "•■  '• 


J.Q.  A.  Holbrook.  jw- 
Chas.  E.  While. 


240 

201 

202 

201 

202 

142 

144 

183 

185 

86 

84 

26 

36 

28 

35 

20 

30 

5 

5 


240 

Hi 

160 

165 

188 

189 

154 

151 

77 

79 

28 

32 

31 

40 

23 

24 


178 

173 

138 

138 

192 

191 

99 

91 

124 

123 

79 

79 

50 

50 

56 

57 

46 

46 

8 

7 


148 

147 

183 

181 

156 

162 

184 

182 

91 

95 

142 

243 

56 

56 

64 

64 

43 

44 

21 

21 


Charges  II.  Orr. 
Geo.  S".  Parker 


(W 
••1K...261    131 

(W..   78 
•  1  K...   76 


John  Taylor [ZvMl 


WARD  FIFTEEN. 

W..256  130'  137 

139 

319  186 

318  187 

WARD   SIXTEEN. 

221    112 

223 

217 

218 

iW.174    166 

tK...167     167 

(W..144    161 

IK. ..142     164 

Charles  E.  Cartel.  jw-|^    \fy 
PA.Uartnett {g£{g    Jg 


James   Donovan.,  -j  J 
David  F.  Barry. . 
Isaac  Rosnosky . . 


,164 
1G3 
.174 
.167 
.144 
142 


LV 

358 
330 

345 

348 

294 

290 

07 

64 

71 

82 


WARD   TWENTY. 


Felix  A.  Strange. . 
John  C.  Coombs. . 


John  P.  O'Brien.. 


William  C.  Fisk 

Connell 4W 

iW 


J.  P. 


1  W..330 
JR...332 
fW..246 
..R...247 
I  W..329 
til. ..331 
tW..    70 

Ir...  eo 

"    161 


158 
106 


H.D.Bradt {R'.;.io6 

I.W.,   19 
{S...    18 

E.  H.  Hamilton... 


(W. 
■(R.. 


(  W..211 
•1R...183 
jW.,198 
1R...196 


Frederick  Bleiler 
Ab'm  T.  Rogers. . 
Frederic  K.  Bleiler  ■!  W '  • 
Frederick  Bleiler..  j  R''  • 
— derick  Bleiler....  | w-' 

F.Bleh- \'ly 

Fred  Bleiler j^;; 

Aln-m  Rogers J  "'■ ' 

Abram  T.  Rogers..']  g  " 


261 

275 

260 

274 

192 

228 

188 

228 

226 

230 

226 

229 

134 

162 

147 

159 

242 

217 

253 

212 

129 

130 

143 

129 

13 

13 

5 

13 

12 

8 

STT-TWO. 

122 

257 

107 

238 

268 

117 

268 

116 

233 
231 
157 
159 


248 
246 
102 
101 
120 
120 
163 
161 
235 
232 
184 
186 


131  207 

132  202 
73  127 
75  122 
88  153 


967 
967 
678 
847 
853 
861 
813 
803 
710 
712 
»88 
491 
174 
188 
194 
211 
142 
154 
39 
46 
170 


90 
39', 


155 
324 


393  321 

436  330 

437  338 

369  328 

370  335 
7  5 


756 
76 
740 
740 

808 
818 
841 
812 
SOS 
802 
762 
757 
694 
685 
554 
565 

1204 

1200 

S66 

860 

1026 

1031 

1087 

1089 

13S6 

1398 

1062 

1083 

44 

50 

37 

46 


59: 

52  . 
58  3 
58  a 

'  Efi 


33 

.... 


\ 
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Bcbool  i  ommitr.ee  C-'  years), 

AT.  H. 

Edwin  B.  Darling 17,781  10  1)53 

Jl -(  I.Davis 20,022  20,359 

EdwaraH.  Darling. 1,945  L:55 

mi  ii.  Darling 0  136 

Edward IS.  Marlim 153  0 

William  H.  Darling 0  1 

James  13.  Davis 12  18 

I  (,.  >evniour 0  1 

E.  A.Fineld 0  1 

Thomas  Gafflelo 0  2 

The  question  »a.-  upon  the  acceptance  of  the  re- 
port. 

Alderman  Siade— The  friends  of  Mr.  Bleiler  asked 
me  to  bring  this  matter  before  the  board,  as  they 
feel  there  is  nj  question  but  that  he  >vas  the  man 
who  received  the  highest  number  of  votes.  The 
spelling  of  the  name  "Blie"  or  "Blei"  I  don't  think 
ought  to  be  taken  into  account,  but  so  tar  as  the  bal- 
lots with  Mr.  Bleiler's  name  with  "Frederic  K.,"  I 
have  seen  cue  or  two  parties  who  voted  that  ticket, 
and  tlit  v  sa>  they  did  not  think  that  vitiated  the 
ticket  at  all,  tney  presuming  that  the  "k"  being  a 
little  farther  from  the  "c"  than  it  ought  to  be  made 
no  difference.  They  wish  Mr.  Bleiler's  name  substi- 
tuted for  Mr.  Rogers  because  it  will  make  Mr.  Rogers 
contest  the  seat  instead  of  Mr.  Bleiler.  To  satisfy 
them  and  brirg  the  matter  before  the  board,  I  move 
that  Mr.  Bleiler's  name  be  subslited  for  that  of  Mr. 
Rogers  in  that  report. 

Alderman  Hersey — Undoubtedly  the  voters  iu  that 
ward  supposed  they  were  voting  for  Frederick 
Bleiler,  but  as  the  committee  viewed  the  matter  our 
duties  are  merely  clerical  The  "k"  is  not  only 
separated  from  the  "o"  but  there  is  a  period  alter  it 
which  indicates  an  abbreviation,  auo  therefore  the 
nume  is  literally  "Frederic  K.  Bleiler"  the  first  name 
ending  with  "c"  instead  of  "K."  There  is  no  ques- 
tion about  it.  On  some  ballots  in  the  name  of  Hal- 
deman,  there  was  considerable  space  betwetn  the 
"e"  and  'in''  but  there  was  no  period  between. 
When  there  is  a  per:od  it  indicates  an  anbrcviatien, 
und  therefore  the  cotuwit'ee  were  constrained  to 
construe  the  ballots  as  cast  for  "Frederic  K.  Blei- 
ler." 

Alderman  Viles— The  attention  of  the  committee 
having  been  called  to  this  mistake  before  we  can- 
va-seu  the  vote,  when  we  arriveu  at  that  ward  we 
gave  it  a  careful  canvass.  We  returned  every  vote 
just  as  it  was  cast  by  ibe  voter.  While  the  commit- 
tee believe  that  tnesc  votes  were  cast  for  Mr.  Bleiler 
and  intended  tor  hiiu,  we  felt  that  we  had  but  one 
dun  to  perform.  During  Die  cauvass  we  sent  for 
the  Corporation  Counsel,  showed  him  the  ballot,  and 
he  mo.-t  emphatically  said  we  could  not  count  those 
imilots  lor  "Frederick  Bleiler,"  but  (hey  must  be 
counted  for  "Frederic  K.  Bleiler."  He  also  deciied 
that  the  votes  cast  for  "Bleiler"  and  'Bbeler"  would 
have  to  be  counted  separately.  The  committee  felt 
that  they  had  nothing  to  do  but  fall  back  upon  the 
legal  authority  oi  the  city,  and  supposed  that  the 
Common  Council  would  make  it  right.  The  Corpo- 
ration Counsel  was  most  emphatic,  and  therefore  we 
reported  as  we  did. 

Alderman  Woolley—  I  certainly  hope  the  motion 
will  not  prevail.  The  other  branch  is  the  judge  of 
the  qualifications  at  its  members.  I  have  no  feeling 
but  that  the  man  who  has  the  most  votes  shall  have 
the  office.  The  motion  is  a  most  extraordinary  one 
to  be  made  in  this  board. 

Alderman  Curtis— The  committee  went  into  the 
subject  more  thoroughly  than  any  other  committee, 
I  think.  There  was  no  doubt  but  those  ballots  were 
all  intended  for  Mr.  Frederick  Bleiler.  As  I  said  in 
the  foie  part  of  the  year  on  the  same  subject,  my 
opinion  w;s  the  same  as  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme 
Bench  of  Maine,  that  the  intent  of  the  voter  was  law. 
When  the  nan>e  of  ilderruan  hlaldeman  was  called 
to  the  attention  of  the  Corporation  Counsel,  where 
I  be  space  between  the  "e"  anil  "no"  was  much  larger 
than  between  the  other  letters,  be  decided  that  those 
ballots  uiust  be  returned  for  Mr.  fiatdernan.  Now  we 
come  to  the  name  "Frederic  K.  Bleiler."  There  are 
no  more  letters  in  Frederick  than  iu  Haldeman,  and 
ii  takes  the  "lc"  to  complete  the  word  "Frederick.  ' 
It  tue  City  Solicitor's  opinion  is  good  iu  one  case. 
tha"  it  was  the  intent  of  the  voter  to  vote  for  A- 
iin  man  Haldeman,  win  does  not  that  law  apply  to 
the  other  case?  The  intent  and  meaning  of  the  voter 
ma  "Frederick  Bleiler"  and  nothing  else.  1  want 
trie  man  10  have  even  vote  that  belongs  to  him.  This 
matter  will  be  contested  in  the  other  branch,  but  as  I 
look  at  the  law  1  contend  that  the  Corporation  Coun- 
uiog  in  one  case  would  >  xactly  cover  this  poii  t 
here.  There  was  one  ballot  with  a  sticker  which 
iaul  as  lar  over  the  name  as  it,  could  be.  aim  we  bad 
decided   that  it  could  not  be  counteu.    But  we  called 


the  Corporation  Counsel's  attention  to  it.  The 
upper  part  of  the  sticker  did  not  hold  down  tight 
and  you  coulu  look  down  upon  the  sticker  and 
see  the  two  "m's"  and  be  said  we  must  count  them. 
Then,  sir,  we  had  another  ba.lot  with  a  sticker  lay- 
ing fairly  and  smoothly  over  the  name.  It  stuck 
down  on  the  left-band  corner  past  the  uarre,  and 
when  that  was  belu  up  to  him,  he  was  asked  why 
haven't  we  just  as  good  a  right  to  turn  it  down  and 
read  the  other  man's  name.  That  was  a  puzzler,  and 
it  has  not  been  decided  yet.  I  differ  with  the  opinion 
of  the  Corporation  Counsel  very  much  indeed.  Give 
to  the  voter  what  is  his  due.  I  hope  this  motion  will 
prevail,  for  it  was  the  intent  of  the  voter  to  vote  for 
"Frederick  Bleiler"  and  nobody  else. 

Alderman  Hersey — I  think  the  Alderman  does  the 
Corporation  Counsel  injustice.  The  period  after  the 
"K"  indicates  an  abbreviation,  and  there  was  no  pe- 
riod iu  the  case  of  the  ballots  for  Alderman  Halde- 
man. This  board  has  nothing  to  oecide  in  regard  to 
the  intent  of  the  voter.  That  is  for  the  Council,  tbey 
being  the  judges  of  the  qualifications  of  their  mem- 
bers, and  can  go  into  this  question  of  who  the  voters 
intended  to  vote  for.  I  understand  it  is  the  duty  of 
this  board  to  return  the  ballots  as  they  rind  them. 

Alderman  Haldeman — Mistakes  are  liable  to  be 
made  in  printing  offices,  particularly  about  elec 
lion  time.  In  one  case  the  printer  spelled  my  name 
"Halderman,"  so  as  to  agree  with  Alderman,  and 
thought  he  had  it  just  right.  Some  tickets  had  been 
printed  when  the  error  was  discovered.  As  the 
tonus  were  all  elecrrotjped  they  could  not  be 
changed  without  a  great  deal  of  delay,  so  the  easiest 
way  was  to  run  a  chisel  through  the  "r's",  and  that 
left  a  space  between  the  e  and  in.  Some  of  the  bal- 
lots were  printed  with  my  middle  letter  wrong, 
some  having  a  "t"  and  some  an  "r,"  and  these  were 
on  tickets  used  by  Mr.  Bleiler.  I  saw  Mr.  Bleiler  on 
the  morning  of  the  election.  He  was  distributing 
the  regular  Democratic  ticket  with  his  name  upon  i£ 
I  believe  be  is  a  Republican,  The  first  ticket  that 
came  from  the  printing  office  had  my  named 
lifted,  and  occupied  bv  that  ot  Mr.  Steb- 
bins.  Mr.Whitten's  name  was  lifted,  and  covered  by 
Mr.  Hart's.  A  third  name  which  I  have  forgotten 
was  also  lifted.  That  was  done  by  some  connivance 
in  tie  printing  office.  It  was  not  the  intention  of 
the  parties  who  bad  the  ballots  printed  to  have  the 
names  tampered  with.  I  insisted  upon  sending  back 
to  the  printing  office  for  another. hatch  of  tickets. 
Their  attention  was  called  to  my  name  having  been 
let'  off.  I  believe  the  tickets  came  back  with  my 
name  on,  without  the  "s."  How  many  of  those 
ballots  were  cast  I  do  not  know,  but  by  having 
plenty  of  6tickers  on  the  ground  my  name  was  pro- 
tected. The  case  of  Mr.  Bleiler  is  somewhat  sim- 
ilar to  my  own.  They  got  a  sticker  between  the 
two  letters.  It  is  tor  the  voter  of  course  to  watch 
and  pievent  the  gum-game,  as  it  is  called.  Such 
thiDgs  air  often  done  purposely  to  deceive  voters 
by  those  manipulating  the  ballots.  Whether  it 
was  so  in  this  case,  I  do  not  know.  But  that  is  a 
question  for  the  Common  Council  to  investigate.  Of 
course  I  have  oty  own  opinion  as  to  the  duty  of  this 
board,  but  as  the  Corporation  Counsel  has  given  his 
opinion  in  the  matter,  it  is  not  a  subject  for  debate. 

The  motion  ot  Alderman  Slade  to  substitute  the 
name  of  Mr,  Bleiler  for  that  ot  Mr.  Rogers  was  re- 
jected by  a  rising  vote— 2  for,  9  against. 

The  report  was  accepted. 

BILL   ALLOWED. 

Alderman  Tucker  ottered  an  order:— That  the 
Auditor  ot  Accounts  allow  for  payment  the  bill  of 
J.  E.  Maynard  for  carriage  hire,  dated  December 
14th,  1881,  amounting  to  $14,  the  same  to  be  charged 
to  the  Contingent  Fund  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
Passed, 

APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEES  OF  THE  BOARD 
OF  ALDERMEN. 

Alderman  Tucker  offered  an  order— That  rule  23 
of  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  as 
printed  in  the  pocket  edition  of  the  rules  and  orders, 
&c,  pp.  30  and  31,  be  and  is  hereby  amended  by 
striking  out  in  the  fifth  line  the  word  "Mayor,"  and 
inserting  in  place  th  -reof  the  word  "Chairman." 

The  Chairman  read  rule  23,  providing  ihat  the 
Mayor  shall  appoint  the  standing  committees  of  *Ac 
Board  ot  Aldermen. 

Alderman  Tucker — That  order  was  handed  to  me, 
and  1  supposed  it  was  a  customary  one  to  be  offered 
by  a  retiring  member  of  the  ooard.  I  take  no  re- 
spoisibiiity  in  the  matter.  1  never  shirk  trom  pre- 
senting any  petition  or  order  that  is  presented  to  me 
for  the  consideration  of  the  board. 

On  motion  ot  Alderman  Hersey  the  order  was  in- 
definitely postponed. 


Sit;; 


BOARD     O  E     ALDERMEN 


CHARLES  -  RIVER  EMBANKMENT  —  ADDITIONAL 
LAND  FOR. 
Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order— Tbat  his  Honor 
tlie  Mayor  on  requested  to  petition  the  next  session 
of  the  legislature  for  the  passage  of  an  act  granting 
to  the  city  of  Boston  portions  of  the  Chailes  river 
flats  from  West  Boston  Bridge,  extending  southerly 
about  two  thousand  feet,  substantially  as  described 
and  proposed  in  the  jecoud  report  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  of  the  Department  of  Parks  for  the 
City  of  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  por- 
tions of  the  Charles-river  embankment  and  laying 
out  and  using  the  same  in  accordance  with  the 
recommendations  ot  said  board.  Passed.  Sent  down. 

SALARIES. 

Alderman  Woolley  offered  the  following : 
An  ordinance 
To  amend  an  ordinance  respecting  salaries. 
Be  it  ordained,  &c. 

Section  1.  The  ordinance  concering  salaries  passed 
November  22, 1881,  is  hereby  amended  m  section  1, 
line  8,  (as  printed  on  page  10,  City  Document  161  of 
this  year,)  by  striking'  out  the  words  "eighteen  hun- 
dred" and  inserting  '-two  thousand." 

Section  2.  Said  ordinance  is  further  amended  in 
line  21  of  said  first  section,  as  printed,  by  striking 
out  the  word  "one"  where  it  first  occurs  and  insert- 
ing the  word  "the,"  and  adding  an  "s"  to  the  word 
"inspector,"  and  by  adding  the  word  "each"  to  line 
22. 

Section  3.  Said  ordinance  is  hereby  further  amend- 
ed in  said  first  section  by  striking  out  in  lines  41  and 
42  the  words  "twenty-seven  hundred"  and  inserting 
the  wo.-ds  "three  thousand." 

Section  4.  The  ordinance  concerning  salaries, 
passed  Sept.  23, 1881,  is  hereby  amended  in  section 
13,  as  printed  on  page  4  of  said  document  161  of  this 
year,  by  striking  but  the  third  and  fourth  lines 
thereof. 

Section  5.  The  same  ordinance  is  hereby  amended 
in  section  10  thereof,  by  striking  out  the  words  "for- 
ty-five hundred"  and  inserting  the  words  "five  thou- 
sand." 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  ordinance  a  sec- 
ond reading. 

Alderman  Frost— I  should  like  to  Know  what  all 
this  is.  I  thought  we  had  got  through  the  salary  bill, 
after  wrestling  with  it  all  the  year. 

Alderman  Woolley — It  is  an  amenc'meut  to  the 
salary  ordinai.ce. 

Alderman  Caldwell  moved  to  amend  still  further 
by  inserting  a  provision  that  the  salary  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Health  shall  be  $3500  in  place  of  §3000. 
He  thought  the  heads  of  departments  should  be  used 
alike,  that  the  Health  Department  is  conducted  as 
well  as  any  other,  and  as  the  other  superintendents 
had  been  paid  $3500  there  was  no  reason  why  the 
S'ame  should  not  oe  paid  the  Superintendent  of 
Health. 

Alderman  Hersey  desired  time  to  look  into  the 
order,  and  hoped  it  would  go  over  under  the  rule. 

Alderman  Woolley  hoped  it  would  oe  settled 
to-night.  The  first  item  was  the  Mayor's  clerk, 
whose  salary  he  had  always  advocated  should  be 
advanced.  The  preseut  incumbent's  ti"ie  is  about 
expiring,  and  if  reports  are  true  the  incoming  Mayor 
will  appoint  some  one  else.  Whoever  assumes  the 
duties  should  have  a  salary  commensurate  with  the 
duties  of  the  office.  The  second  item  relates  to  the 
Assistant  luspector  of  Buildings,  to  whom  the  same 
ruls  applies  as  to  the  Mayor's  clerk.  Ttuse  men 
should  have  enough  salary  to  supoort  their  families 
becoming  the  position  they  hold,  besides  something 
over  and  above  that.  The  tuird  article  relates  to  the 
principal  assessors.  The  gentlemen  are  responsible 
and  should  be  paid  equivalent  to  their  services.  Tue 
salary  recommended  by  the  Committee  on  Salaries 
was  a  proper  one.  He  accepted  the  amendineot  of 
Alderman  Caldwell. 

Alderman  Curtis  said  he  had  understood  that  tue 
Salary  bill  had  ended  for  the  year.  There  were  some 
men  on  the  list  he  desired  to  raise,  but  the  Council 
would  not  oass  it,  and  it  was  time  thrown  away.  If 
the  Salary  bill  had  not  been  passed  he  should  like  to 
know  it,  but  he  could  not  vote  ior  this  ordinance, 
and  it  was  rather  late  in  the  day  to  bring  it  up. 

Alderman  Woolley  thoughtthis  was  just  the  time  to 
settTe  such  a  matter,  as  it  could  not  be  said  that  any 
member  was  voting  for  buncombe  or  with  any  spe- 
cial object  in  view  other  thau  to  do  justice  to  compe- 
tent employees  in  the  city  who  should  be  paid  a  lib- 
eral salary  for  services  rendered. 

Alderman  Slade  said  the  sound  of  salaries  almost 
mada  him  dumb.  He  should  like  to  change  two  or 
three  of  these  salaries,  but  hoped  the  subject  wou  Id 
not  be  tak  n  up  agnin  this  year. 

Alderman  Viles  agreed  with  Alderman  Slade,  and 


moved  the  reference  of  the  subject  to  the  next  City 
Council. 

Alderman  Wooliey  opposed  the  leference,  and  in- 
sisted that  this  was  the  prooer  time  to  act  upon  the 
matter.    He  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  next  City  Govern- 
ment—yeas 7,  nays  5: 

Yeas — Aldermen  Curtis,  Frost,  Hersey,  S'lade, 
Tucker,  Viles,  Whitteu— 7. 

Nays— Aldermen  Breck,  Caldwell,  Haldeiuan, 
O'Brien,  Woolley — 5. 

Sent  down. 

BRIGHTON  PARK. 

Alderman  Breck  offerd  the  following: 

Ordered,  That  the  City  Treasurer  he,  and  lit  is 
hereby  authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  the  sum  ot  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  the  bonds  or  cer 
tificates  of  debt  to  be  issued  in  negotiating  this  loan 
to  be  denominated  on  the  face  thereof  "The  Public 
Park  Loan,"  and  to  oear  such  rate  of  interest  as  the 
Committee  on  Finance  >hall  determine;  and  the 
Park  Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  ex- 
pend said  sum  for  the  taking  in  fee,  by  purchase  or 
otherwise,  for  the  purpose  of  a  public  park,  lands  to 
the  amount  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  as- 
sessed valuation  for  the  proposed  Brighton  park. 

Alderman  Breck — The  order  that  passed  this 
board,  appropriating  $200,000  for  the  purchase  of 
lands  for  a  park  in  the  Brighton  District,  to  the  sur- 
prise of  every  one  in  favor  of  partts,  tailed  to  puss 
the  Common  Council;  in  fact  it  was  indefinitely 
postponed  after  little  or  no  debate,  the  members,  as 
I  have  been  informed,  not  fully  comprehending  the 
order  before  them.  Of  ah  the  parks  recommended 
by  the  Park  Commissioners,  that  at  Brighton  was 
considered  by  them  one  of  the  most  important,  and 
best  adapted  for  the  park  purposes,  adjoining  as  it 
does  the  beautiful  driveways  ot  Chestnut  Hill  reser- 
voirs, and  being  easily  accessible  by  steam  and  horse 
cars. 

The  land  is  finely  diversified  with  high  hills, 
deep  valleys  and  glens,  thick  woods  with  trees 
and  shrubs  and  plants  of  almost  all  native 
varieties,  running  streams  and  ponds.  From  the 
hills  tine  and  extended  views  are  had  for  many  miles 
back  into  the  country  in  all  directions,  embracing 
the  Wachuselt,  Monadnock  and  other  mountains. 

With  but  very  little  expense  for  driveways,  the 
park  will  be  readv  for  use,  or'  can  be  used  now  for 
picnic  parties  and  by  those  who  seek  rest  and  recrea- 
tion by  a  day  in  quiet  groves  and  dense  forests 

Tnis  park  contains  some  13  acres  of  land  that  the 
city  have  been  desirous  of  buying  for  two  or  three 
years  past  for  the  rocks  and  material  foi  building 
and  macadtmiziog  streets.  The  stone  and  gravel  is 
of  the  finest  quality  for  this  purpose,  and  there  is 
enough  of  it  to  last  fifty  years.  The  present  supply 
is  running  short,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to 
find  any  elsewhere.  The  chairman  and  other 
members  of  the  Paving  Committee  have  seen  this 
material  end  fully  understand  how  valuable  it  is, and 
will  endorse  what  1  say.  The  price  aske..  tor  tuese 
13  acres  is  about  $70,000,  it  being  more  valuable  than 
other  parts  of  the  park  lands  on  account  of  its  front- 
ing on  Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  and  is  dtsirab'e  for 
building  purposes.  The  city  w  11  soon  be  obliged  to 
buy  more  material  for  streets,  and  if  this  order 
passes  they  will  have  all  they  want,  as  the  land  to  be 
taken  for  the  park  includes  this  lot.  I  hope  this 
order  will  take  its  second  leaning  co-r'ay  aud  be  sent 
down, feeling  almost  sure  it  will  pass  the  other  branch. 
The  material  upon  that  lot  is  very  valuable.  I  was 
there  with  the  committee  on  Paving,  and  the  chair 
man  will  endorse  what  I  say  in  regard  to  it.  He  lias 
regretted  very  many  times  that  so  much  was  asked 
for  the  land.  It  lronts  on  Chestnut  Hill  avenue,  aud 
is  assessed  for  $80,000.  They  ask  12  to  15  eents  a  foot 
for  it.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  will  explain 
the  nature  of  this  material. 

Alderman  Whitten — How  many  acres  of  land  are 
intended  to  be  purchased  with  this  $175,000  and  what 
is  it  taxed  for? 

Alderman  Breck— I  do  not  know  how  much;  it  is 
taxed  for.  That  has  been  fully  considered  by  the 
Park  Commissioners.  There  are  180  to  190  acres 
finely  situated  for  the  purpose,  in  connection  with 
the  driveway  on  Beacon  street  and  Brighton  avenue. 
It  will  be  a  place  of  great  resort  and  really  one  of  'he 
finest  parks  we  can  have  in  this  vicinity.  The  land 
is  owned  by  quite  a  large  number  of  persons.  I 
believe  that  Mr.  Jackson  is  very  heavily  taxed  for 
his  property. 

Alderman  Viles— The  Alderman  had  heard  whers 
the  Brighton  Park  is  to  be  it  appears;  as  it  is  of  more 
interest  to  the  Paving  Department  than  any  other,  I 
move  the  order  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving. 
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Alderman  Breck — It  is  not  proper  to  go  to  that 
committee,  and  I  hope  it  will  not  be  referred  to  them. 
It  ought  to  be  considered  on  its  merits,  the  same  as 
the  other  park  scheme.  This  order  passed  the 
board,  but  there  was  some  misunderstanding  about 
it  in  the  Council,  and  it  was  indefinitely  postponed. 
But  manyCouncilmen  have  regretted  to  me  that  they 
did  not  understand  it,  and  expressed  a  wish  that  a 
new  order  might  be  put  in.  For  that  reason  I  have 
offered  this  one.  I  think  there  will  be  no  trouble 
about  passing  it  if  it  goes  to  the  other  branch. 
There  are  about  179  and-a-half  acres  taxed  for 
$233,100.  A  good  deal  of  it  can  be  bought  much 
lower  than  the  assessed  valuation. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  voted  for  this  park  before, 
because  I  thought  it  was  our  duty  to  carry  out  the 
scheme  of  the  Park  Commissioners  as  a  whole.  This 
park  having  failed,  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  is  worth 
while  to  agitate  it  again.  It  is  the  least  desirable  of 
all  the  enterprises,  for  the  reason  that  that  entire 
section  of  country  is  all  park.  I  would  ask  the 
Alderman  whether  it  is  proposed  to  include  in  the 
park  the  country  graveyard  now  In  such  close  prox- 
imity to  the  Chestnut  Hill  reservoir.  If  it  does,  I 
should  vote  for  this  very  cheerfully  if  we  can  abolish 
the  graveyard. 

Alderman  Hreck— It  is  not  a  graveyard, but  a  cem- 
etery well  taken  care  of  and  ornamented.  It  is  not 
included  in  the  proposed  park.  The  lands  asked  for 
park  purposes  are  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Cbest- 
nut-Hill  reservoir  as  you  come  from  Brighton 
towards  Brookline.  There  is  a  bridle  path  kept  open 
by  the  6wners  of  the  land,  and  it  affords  one  of  the 
prettiest  excursions  that  can  be  made.  This  park  is 
easily  accessible  from  the  city,  can  be  reached  in 
twenty  minutes  on  the  line  of  horse  cars,  and  there 
will  probably  be  other  routes.  I  think  we  cannot 
abolish  the  cemetery.  It  does  not  interfere  with  the 
driveways  or  the  reservoir.  It  is  in  a  beautiful  place 
and  the  people  there  would  not  like  to  have  it  dis- 
turbed. 

Alderman  Haldeman— I  used  the  term  graveyard 
rather  than  cemetery  because  I  supposed  the  latter 
meant  a  fashionable  place  in  a  city.  I  should  lock 
upon  this  one  more  as  a  graveyard  than  as  a  cem- 
etery. It  is  of  a  cheap,  ordinary  character,  and 
should  not  be  near  such  a  public  diive  as  the  border 
of  the  reservoir.  If  this  park  scheme  is  carried  out 
I  hope  it  will  include  that  graveyard,  and  that  the 
graves  will  be  removed. 

Alderman  Breck— It  i»  calledEvergreen  Cemetery, 
and  is  regarded  by  the  citizens  as  quite,  if  not  al- 
most, equal  to  Mount  Auburn.  The  view  from  the 
driveway  is  not  a  good  one.  There  are  many  hand- 
some monuments,  one  erected  in  honor  of  Mr.  Hol- 
ton,  the  founder  of  the  Public  Library  there,  now  a 
branch  of  the  Boston  Library.  I  was  selectman 
when  that  monument  was  ouilt,  and  one  of  those 
who  obtained  subscriptions  for  it.  The  soldiers' 
monument  is  a  very  handsome  one. 

Alderman  Whitten— If  there  was  any  reason  for 
voting  for  the  Brighton  park  before  there  is  a 
stronger  reason  now.  The  sum  is  $25,000  less.  I 
think  it  is  no  more  than  fair  to  give  that  section  of 
the  city  a  park  as  well  as  the  others. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  am  very  sorry  I  cannot  sustain 
the  order,  though  there  is  some  reason  why  we  should 
purchase  this  on  account  of  the  material.  We  could 
bury  that  whole  park  in  the  Marine  park,  and  then 
we  should  ne  d  Parker  Hill  to  go  on  top  of  that.  The 
people  who  own  this  ground  want  to  sell  it,  and  they 
could  not  give  it  away.  A  gentleman  told  a  friend 
of  mine  that  it  was  going  to  be  worth  $2000  to  him  to 
sell  land  that  he  would  take  $500  for.  That  is  the 
way  the  city's  money  is  flying.  Where  you  are  going 
to  get  the  money  to  pay  for  those  parks,  is  a  mys- 
tery to  me.  I  don't  think  there  has  been  a  lot  sold 
there  for  twenty  years.  The  last  sale  was  to  a 
man  who  built  a  house  that  cost  $40,000. 


Alderman  Breck — That  gentleman  built  the  house 
for  his  accommodation,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  he 
owns  a  foot  of  land  where  the  park  is  to  be  located. 
My  impression  is  he  was  obliged  to  sell  it  on  accoDnt 
of  difficulties  in  his  business.  It  apDears  to  me  that 
the  tax  valuation  is  high  enough. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  will  admit  that.  That  man 
took  the  insurance  money  of  his  brother's  widow, 
spent  it  on  that  land,  and  the  poor  woman  has  never 
received  one  cent  benefit  lrom  that  $30,000.  These 
are  the  parties  who  are  trying  to  make  Boston  buy  that 
land  and  help  this  widow  out.  I  should  like  to  help 
the  widow  out,  but  I  do  not  believe  in  making  the 
city  do  so  after  the  recklessnes?  and  rascality  of  that 
man.  This  park  is  exactly  opposite  the  entrance  to  the 
Chestnut-Hill  driveway.  An  heir  on  that  property 
told  me  it  would  be  nuts  for  him,  that  he  would  get 
$12,000  for  what  be  would  sell  for  $500  it  anybody 
would  offer  it.  They  cannot  get  rid  of  the  land  un- 
less the  city  takes  it.  The  cost  of  these  parks  will 
come  upon  the  middle  class  of  people.  Heavy  tax- 
payers will  continue  to  flee  from  Boston  as  long  as 
you  pile  this  heavy  debt  upon  them.  I  cannot  vote 
for  this  order  any  more  than  I  cou  Id  vote  for  the  ar- 
boretum until  I  could  see  those  rules  and  regula- 
tions. 

Alderman  Whitten— I  have  no  doubt  the  land  is 
cheap  enough  at  $175,000.  As  the  Park  Commission- 
ers advise  it,  and  the  Paving  Committee  can  get 
much  material  from  the  land,  I  am  going  to  vote  tor 
the  order,  and  hope  it  will  pass. 

Alderman  Breck — I  do  not  believe  that  we  are 
bringing  a  great  debt  upon  the  city.  I  look  upon 
parks  as  a  good  investment.  When  they  are  once 
established  the  price  of  land  will  increase  every- 
where in  that  direction.  The  Brigoton  park  will  be 
one  of  the  finest  places  to  enjoy  that  there  is  in  the 
country. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Paving 
was  lost,  6  for,  6  against. 

Alderman  Frost  moved  to  refer  to  the  next  City 
Government. 

Alderman  Breck  thought  that  the  matter  should 
be  settled  now  and  not  referred. 

The  order  was  referred  to  the  next  City  Govern- 
ment, 7  for,  5  against. 

RECOUNTING  OF  VOTES. 

-Uderman  Hersey  offered  the  following— That  a. 
special  committee,  consisting  of  five  members  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  be  »  pointed  to  consider  and 
report  what,  if  any,  changes  are  necessary  iu  the 
method  of  counting  ballots  thrown  at  elections  in 
this  city. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  offer  that  order  because  it 
has  been  demonstrated  that  very  little  reliance  can 
be  placed  upon  the  returns  of  the  precinct  officers, 
and  it  is  getting  to  be  more  and  more  the  custom  for 
defeated  candidates  to  appeal  to  this  board  for  a  re- 
count of  votes.  It  has  alreadv  become  quite  a  bur- 
den, and  probably  will  increase  in  the  future.  There 
should  be  some  tribunal  outside  the  board,  in  whom 
the  people  would  have  confidence.  That  when  Hie 
votes  are  counted  they  would  be  counted  correctly. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Hersey  the  order  was  re- 
ferred to  the  next  Board  of  Aldermen. 

IMPUBITY  OF  THE  WATEB. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Caldwell  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Water  (City  Doc.  143)  on  the  impurity 
of  the  water  supply  was  taken  from  the  table  ana 
placed  upon  file. 

THE  CHARLESTOWN  TUNNEL  SCHEME. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Caldwell,  the  communica- 
tion of  T.  Larkin  Turner  (City  Doc.  162)  in  relation 
to  his  scheme  for  a  tunnel  to  Cbarlestown,  was  taken 
from  the  table  and  placed  upon  file. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Viles  the  board  adjourned 
to  one  o'clock  P.  M.  on  Saturday  next. 


COMMON     COUNCIL. 
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Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council. 
DECEMBER   99,    18H1. 


Regular  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  at  7V2 
o'clock  P.  M.,  Charles  E.  Pratt,  President,  in  the 
chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hosley,  of  Ward  15,  the  roll 
wa«  called  with  the  following  result: 

Present-  liarrv,  Heal,  Iiigelow,  Bowker,  Boyle, 
Brimbecom,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  Cornell,  Dana,  J. 
Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Furwell,  Pi'zpat- 
rick,  Ford.  Freeman,  Gove,  Greeuough,  Hardiug. 
BarriBOo,  Harr,  Hilton,  Hoslev,  Lauten,  Lovell, 
M.iguiie,  Mathews,  McNamara,  N.  M.  Morrison,  P. 
Mor-ison,  Mudett,  Murphy,  Parkuian, Pope,  Pratt, 
Piav.  Holers,  Rosnoskv,  Smith,  Swan,  Teevan, 
Viies,  Wakefield,  Wei  h,  Wheeler.  Whitruore,  Wil- 
liams— 49. 

Absent — Bartlett,  Brown,  H.  B.  ClaDD,  Conlin, 
Costello,  Cotton.  Croniu,  <  uminings,  Da'y,  Denney, 
Devliu,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Fist,  Folun,  Huntress,  Mc- 
Cormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  P.  J.  McLaughlin, 
^h  Mil-.  Powers,   Quigley,  Walsh,  Wharton -23. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN. 

1.  Resignation  of  Ebenezee  Adams  as  a  director  of 
East  Boston  Ferries.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

2.  Reference  10  the  next  City  Council  of  a  report 
pu  the  subject  of  the  purchase  of  land  for  a  site  for 
for  a  new  Public  Library  building. 

The  President — The  Chair  will  take  occasion  to  say 
in  this  connection,  that  if  chairmen  of  committees 
will  look  at  the  rules  they  will  find  that  a  report 
which  does  uotcoucl^dc  with  a  recommendation  of 
le.ve  to  withdraw,  inexpedient,  01  no  action  neces- 
sary, should  be  accompanied  with  an  order  or  ordi- 
nance. 

Tne  report  was  accepted  in  concurrence. 

3.  Report  recommending  the  rel'eienoe  to  the  next 
City  Council  of  the  subject  of  the  extension  of  Chap- 
man place  to  Montgomery  place.  Accepted  iu  con- 
currence. 

4.  Reference  to  next  City  Government  of  a  report 
that  no  suitable  accommodations  can  h"  hired  for 
pupils  in  the  Dillaway  school  district,  and  recom- 
mending that  laud  ne  purchased  and  a  new  school- 
house  be  erected  thereon 

.Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11 — I  move  to  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  bistruction.  In  thatcase  wlien 
the  usual  order  i»  passed  at  the  beginning  ot  the  next 
City  Council  for  the  committees  of  tie  new  govern- 
ment to  resume  consideration  of  matters  which  re- 
mained unfinished  in  the  hands  of  theold  committees, 
this  matter  car  be  Cttnsidered  by  ilie  then  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Instruction.  1  think  in  ibis  way  we  will 
secure  prompter  action  than  if  we  concur  with  the 
Bowrd  of  Aldermen. 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Instruction. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lovell,  of  Ward  1,  the  rule  was 
Suspended  and  he  offered  an  order— That  the  vules 
lie  suspend'  d  so  that  al!  matters  requiring  two  read 
ings  ma;  take  them  at  this  meeting.    Passed. 

5.  Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  petition  of 
Luther  Hall  &  Co.,  for  leave  to  build  a  wooden  ad- 
dition to  a  bunding  on  Orleans  street.  Accepted  in 
concurrence. 

0.  lteport  authorizing  a  permit  to  be  issued  to  the 
Lockwood  Manufacturing  Co.  to  erect  a  wooden  ad- 
dition to  a  building  on  Sumner  street.  Accepted  in 
concurrence. 

7.  Report  of  inexpedient  to  provide  means  to  pay 
for  the  ventilation  of  the  Aldermen's  room.  Accepted 
in  concurrence. 

THE   ANNUAL   DINNER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Child,  of  Ward  17,  the  rule  was 
Suspended  and  the  Council  took  from  am  jng  unlin 
lshed  business  and  Considered  the  amen.ied  order  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  annual  dinner  of  the 
Common  Council. 
Mr.  Child  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute: 
Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  live  be  appointed  to 
make  arrangements  for  tne  annual  dinner  of  the 
Common  Council,  to  be  held  on  Saturday,  December 
31st,  and  to  invite  the  attendance  ol  the  Alavor,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Alderman,  ex  President 
Bailey,  ex-Count  ilmeu   Hagar  aud  Gomez,  the  Clerk 


and  Assistant  Clerk  of  the  Council,  the  Clerk  of 
committees  and  his  assistant,  the  City  Engineer  and 
his  assistants  >md  the  reporters  of  th?  proceedings 
of  the  Common  Council;  also  that  carria.es  may  be 
provided  for  such  gentlemen  as  desire  them,  to  reach 
their  homes;  the  expense  of  said  dinner  aud  carriages 
to  be  charged  to  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Commou 
Couucil. 

oMi'.  Lovell  moved  to  amend  by  providing  that 
Lieutenants  Tracy  and  Winn  be  added  to  the  invited 
guests.  Mr.  Child  accepted  the  amendment,  and  the 
amended  substitute  was  adopted. 

Mr,  Gre-nouah,  of  Ward  'J,  moved  to  ameud  by 
addirg:  "The  cost  of  said  dinner  not  to  exceed  Ave 
dollar- oer  alate."     Adopted. 

Mr.  Whitmore— Beloie  we  proceed  to  pa-s  this 
expenditure  of  some  four  or  live  hundred  dollars,  I 
sb->uld  like  to  inquire  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee  whether  we  have  any  surplus  in  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Common 
Council'.' 

Mr.  Har*— The  fund  is  a  little  thin.  I  have  in  my 
hand  an  order  10  transfer  .$500  to  that  fund,  so  that 
we  may  have  a  dinner. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  move  to  suspend,  so  that  the 
gentleman's  order  may  pass  rirst.  I  think  we  had- 
belter  have  tlie  money  thau  run  in  debt. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  VVhitmore  the  order  relating  to 
the  annual  dinner  was  laid  on  the  table;  the  rule  was 
suspended  and  Mr.  Hurt  submitted  the  following; 

Keport  from  the  Commiitee  on  Finance  with  the 
accompanying  order,  as  the  present  balance  will  not 
be  suUicieut  for  the  rem  under  of  the  year — That 
tne  Auditor  of  Accounts  be  and  he  is  hereby  author- 
ize'" to  transfer  from  the  re-erved  fund  to  tne  appro- 
priation for  contingent  fund  of  the  Common  Council 
the  sum  of  $500.  Order  read  twice  and  passed. 
Yea-  53.  1  ays  0. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitmore  the  order  for  the  an- 
nual dinner  was  taken  from  the  table. 

The  question  was  upon  giving  the  amended  order 
a  sei.ona  readiug. 

Mr.  Hosley  of  Ward  15 — I  should  like  to  offer  an 
amendment,  that  the  sum  per  plate  be  increased  to 
$6.  I  have  had  occasiou  to  look  into  the  matter  this 
week  in  connection  with  other  gentlemen  of  the 
Couucil.  To  follow  out 'be  plan  of  previous  years, 
1  think  $5  per  plate  will  hardly  cover  tne  expense. 
Bills  will  be  coming  in  afterwards  which  will  not  be 
covered  by  $5  per  plate.  It  we  increase  it  to  $6  1 
think  it  will  cover  all  the  expense,  and  be  more 
satisfactory  toad  farties. 

Mr.  Greeuough — I  do  not  wish  to  press  the  sum  of 
$5,  but  I  don't  believe  in  passing  an  order  giving  a 
committee  unlimited  power  to  arrange  lor  a  dinner 
at  anv  price.  If  $5  is  too  small  aud  $6  will  cover  it, 
1  wish  to  withdraw  my  amendment. 

The  1  ouncil  rescinded  Hie  vote  fixing  the  price  per 
plate  at  $5,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hos  ey  the  price 
was  fixed  at  $6,  and  as  amended  the  order  was 
passed.    Mr.  Hosley  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

ADDITIONAL  APPROPRIATION    FOP.   PUBLIC  BUILD- 
LSUS. 

Mr.  Hart,  of  Ward  18,  moved  to  suspend  the  rule 
so  as  to  take  from  the  table  No.  44,  viz.: 

Report  and  order  for  a  transfer  from  the  reserved 
fund  to  the  Appropriation  for  Public  Buildings  of 
the  sum  ot  .$10,000. 

Mr.  Parkmau,  of  Ward  9,  objected  to  suspending 
the  rule  unless  there  was  special  reason.  Tncy  had 
much  business  to  transact,  and  could  get  through 
quick-  r  by  going  on  in  the  regular  order. 

Mr.  Hart  said  this  matter  ought  to  have  been 
passed  last  week,  but  was  prevented  ny  members 
going  home.  He  was  afraid  the  same  thing  might 
occur  again. 

Mr.  Morrison,  of  Ward  23,  said  it  was  a  real  neces- 
sity; bil  s  ba«e  been  incurred,  pud  are  now  due 
walking  men,  which  the  committee  cannot  liqui- 
date. 

The  rule  was  suspended;  the  order  was  taken  from 
the  table  and  passed  in  concurrence;  yeas  57,  nays  0. 
Mr.  Hart  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  aldermen— /re- 
sume*/. 
(S.  Order  to  credit  to  the  Appropriation  for  Stony 
Brook  Improvement  all  amounts  received  on  account 
of  said  improvement.  Passed  in  concurrence.  Mr. 
Wheelei  moved  10  reconsider.     Lost. 

9.  Order  to  petition  the  legislature  for  such  action 
as  will  cau-e  the  removal  of  tue  tracks  of  the  Boston 
Hi  Alhany  R.  R.  Corporation  Iroiu  Kneelaud  street. 
Pasaed  in  caucurrence. 

10.  Order  to  pay  the  Assistant  City  Clerk  $100,  tor 
services  rendere  1  the  Committees  nn  Election  Re- 
turns ot  the  last  State  aud  Muuicipal  elections. 
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11.  Order  to  pay  the  Assistant  Clerk  of  Committees 
1140,  for  services  rendered  Che  Committee  on  Election 
Returns.  ,  , 

Severally  passed  over  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Whit- 
more, who" subsequently  withdrew  bis  objection,  and 
the  two  orders  were  passed  iu  concurrence. 

12  Order  for  the  City  Solicitor  to  accept  and  ap- 
prove the  deed  of  'he  estate  at  corner  of  Hereford 
and  Boylston  streets,  subject  to  the  restrictions  set 
forth  in  detail  iu  said  order.  Passed  in  concurrence. 
Mr.  Wharton  moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

13.  An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  rela- 
tion to  the  ordinances  adopted  A.  D.  1876,  and  subse 
queut  ordinances.  Referred  to  Coojmittee  on  Ordi- 
nances on  motion  of  Mr.  Freeman,  of  Ward  10, 

14.  Order  to  ask  for  a  legislative  act  granting  the 
city  cer'ain  portions  of  Charles-river  Hals  for  the 
pm  poses  of  constructing  parts  of.  Charles-river  em- 
bankment, and  laving  out  and  using  the  same. 
Passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Freeman  moved  to  re- 
consider.   Lost. 

15.  Reference  to  the  next  City  Council  of  an  order 
for  a  loin  $175,000  to  be  expended  tor  a  park  in 
Brighton.  Concurred.  Mr.  Bigelow  moved  to  re- 
consider.   Lost. 

16.  Reference  to  the  next  City  Council  of  an  ordi- 
nance to  amend  the  ordinances  respecting  salaiies. 
Concurred . 

19.  Report  no  further  action  necessary  on  the  pro- 
posal to  construct  a  tunnel  to  CharlestowD.  (City 
Doc.  144.)    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

The  Extra  High-Service  System. 

17.  Non  concurrence  in  the  reference  made  by  this 
Council  to  the  next  City  Council  of  the  report  and 
order  tor  a  loan  of  $744,000  for  the  extension  of  the 
high  service  of  the  Cocbituate  Water  Works;  and  the 

18.  Report  ard  order  for  the  acceptance  of  Chap. 
129,  Acts  oi  1881 ;  and  passage  of  said  orders. 

The  t  resident—  What  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Coun- 
cil? 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  move  a  suspension  of 
the  rule  which  enables  any  member  to  have  business 
passed  over  on  this  occasion.  I  think  this  custom  of 
postponing  deuate  by  passing  over  business,  is  by  no 
means  au  unmixed  benefit.  On  this  occasion  the 
passing  over  of  this  matter  will  prevent  its  consider- 
ation. If  debate  is  to  take  p 'ace  at  all  at  this  meet- 
ing, it  might  as  well  tak"  place  now. 

The  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Greenough— Mr.  President 

Mr.  Whitinore  (interrupting;—!  was  only  going  to 
suggest  to  the  aentlemau  that  he  might  take  a  test 
v<  te,  by  allowing  me  to  move  that  we  adhere  to  our 
former  action  referring  this  matter  to  the  next  City 
Council.  If  we  take  a  vote  on  tl_at,  we  shall  know 
whether  a  large  portion  of  the  Council  want  to  dis- 
cuss it.  We  already  apparent'y  decided  it  at 
the  last  meeting.  My  motion  will  merely  be  to  ad- 
here to  our  former  action.  IF  we  don't  want  to 
adhere,  we  will  let  it  remain  open  for  discussion. 

Mr.  Oreenough — The  only  objection  to  taking  that 
course  is  that  1  should  first  like  to  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  present  some  reasons  for  not  adhering  to  our 
former  action  and  passing-  the  orders.  This  subject 
has  never  been  presented  to  the  Council  at  all.  If 
after  bearing  wuat  1  have  to  say  the  Council  Mill 
sees  tit  to  adhere  to  its  loroier  action,  I  shall  have 
nothing  to  say;  but  I  don't  want  to  lake  the  respon- 
sibility of  letting  tins  go  to  the  next  City  Council 
without  sayine  something  in  favor  ot  the  position 
taken  by  toe  Water  Board  and  AVater  Committee.  I 
shall  not  take  more  than  fifteen  minutes. 

Mr.  Rosnoskv  of  Ward  16— I  hope  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  will  withdraw  his  motion  and  let  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  give  us  some  light  on  this 
subject. 

Mr.  Whitmore— My.  President; 

Mr.  Greeiioufih— I  believe  I  have  the  floor. 

The  President — Docs  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12 
rise  to  a  point  of  order? 

Mr.  Whitmore— Has  the  gentleman  made  a  mor 
Man? 

The  President— The  Ohair  understands  that  Uie 
gentleman  intends  to  make  a  motion. 

Mr.  Gremough— I  move  to  recede  from  our  for- 
mer action  and  concur  wiih  the  Board  of  Alderman. 
It  is  with  a  great  d<al  of  hesita'ion  that  I  feel  called 
upon  to  ask  the  Council  topassthis  measure  to-night. 
I  am  very  unwilling  to  press  for  the  passage 
of  any  measure  against  which  there  has  oeen 
any  opposition,  as  shown  by  the  strength  of 
the  petitior  which  came  t>  this  Council  some 
two  weeks  ago.  At  that  time  there  did  cot 
serin  to  me  there  was  any  probability  that  the 
Committee  on  Water  would  change  its  mind  iu  the 
least.  It  did  not  seem  to  ine  that  the  petitioners  un- 
derstood the  matter  as  it  stands  at  ihe  present  time, 


or  they  would  not  have  signed  the  poper  which  camp 
in  here.  I  should  have  been  willing  to  give  tbeiu  a 
hearing  in  order  that  what  they  had  to  say  would  be 
listened  to  courteously  by  the  Committee  on  Water. 
I  was  also  guided  by  tue  fact  that  there  has  been  no 
organized  ac.ion  by  the  gentlemen  in  favor  of  the 
measure;  that  it  bad  been  passed  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  with  no  hesitation  by  a  unanimous  vote, 
with  no  apparent  desire  to  discus-  the  question. 
Therefore  1  consented  to  have  it  go  back  to  tue  Com- 
mittee on  Water.  But  this  matter  has  been  received 
with  such  approval  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
who  represent  the  whol?  city,  not  only  by  their 
first  passage  of  the  orders,  but  their'  refu- 
sal to  refer  them  to  the  next  City  (govern- 
ment in  ibu  face  of  ihe  petition  which  c-ime  in  a* 
the  last  moment,  that  there  appears  to  be  a  very 
strong  impression  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  this 
step  being  taken.  As  the  Council  know,  ti  is  has 
been  dangling  for  some  time.  Evpry  engineer  has 
expressed  he  opinion  for  the  last  five  years  that  it 
must  be  done;  that  the  consumers  of  the  high-ser- 
vice water  are  not  receiving  fair  play,  and  that  the 
system  must  be  improved.  This  year  the  Wa^er 
Board  acted  favorably  upon  the  recommenlat'ons  of 
the  engineers;  it  came  to  the  City  Ccuncil  and  was 
sent  to  the  Committee  on  Water,  wh.i  acted  upon  it 
unanimously  with  the  exception  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  16;  it  was  sent  to  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee, who  leported  unammouly  in  favor  of  it:  it  went 
to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  was  passed  unanimous- 
ly, and  sent  to  the  Comn  on  Council.  Then,  and 
not  until  then,  there  came  in  a  petition  from 
a  few  gentlemen  asking  for  a  bearing.  As  I  nave 
said  before,  the  Committee  on  Water  have  tried  to 
do  their  duty.  Ou  two  occasions  we  have  tried  to 
get  a  quorum  to  give  those  genilemen  who  oppose 
this  matter,  and  also  oppose  taking  the  Shan-drine 
river,  a  hearing.  The  gentleman  who  beads  the 
petition  has  an  interest  in  the  Sbaushine  river,  and 
his  action  is  doubtless  owing  to  this.  I  must  say  that 
lie  is  in  error  iu  this  case,  as  the  e-tablishinent  of  the 
extra  high  service  may  help  him  somt  wnar,  as  the 
cily  will  be  able  to  supply  a  portion  of  the  water  for 
Charlestown  from  the  Sudbury-river  works.  There 
are  three  reasous  why  the  orders  for  the  extra  high 
service  ought  to  p-ss.  First,  tbc-e  is  a  large 
and  growing  community  who  do  nut  have  aa 
ample  supply.  Although  the  number  of  writ- 
ten petitions  which  the  Water  Board  have  refused 
is  comparatively  small,  yet  the  nu  nber  of  people 
who  have  come  in  asking  for  water  is  very  great. 
They  not  only  cbmprise  people  who  live  in  the  high- 
strvice  district,  an  i  on  its  outskirts,  out  there  are 
many  places  ot  business  all  through  Ward  10  which 
are  situated  too  high  to  be  properly  served  by  the 
low-service  svS'em,  and  the  owners  of  which  are 
anxious  to  connect  with  the  high  service,  Those  re- 
quest? have  been  unanimously  refused  for  the  last' 
tew' years  because  it  is  absolutely  impossible  to  ex- 
tend the  bigh-service  power,  it  is  at  present  going; 
be\ood  its  safe  power  of  deliveiy.  The  bigb-service- 
woi'KS  were  erected  to  supply  the  Roxbury  district. 
At  that  time  the  high-service  district  of  Boston 
Vvas  about  900  acies;  to-day  it  is  ahout  10,- 
000  acres.  There  have  been  some  changes 
made  iu  the  high  service  nipes  by  which  the 
system  is  increased  somewhat.  A  new  and  larger 
engine  has  been  put  in.  They  now  have  an  engine 
which  can  pump  three  millions  of  gallons,  which  is 
above  the  a\eras.e  daily  supply.  But  iu  times  of 
great  cold  or  drought,  the  average  daily  supply  is 
exceeded,  and  as  i  he  engine  is  not  used  much  at 
night, it  is  actually  worked  at  the  rate  of  over  three 
millions  of  gallons  a  dav  to  supply  the  deinaud,  and 
the  demand  is  not  properly  supplied.  Thar  condition 
of  things  is  one  which  the  engineer — to  wh„m  we 
have  to  look  for  information  iu  tnis  matter — pro- 
nounces to  be  unsafe.  Still  more  unsafe  is  the  high- 
service  pumping  station.  The  committee  made  an 
examination  into  the  whole  bigh-service  pu.nping 
system,  with  as  much  care  as  we  corld.  We  found 
that  the  whole  system,  on  which  depend  the  supply 
for  Wards  20,  21,  22,  23  and  25,  and  portions  of 
Wards  14,  9  and  10  and  all  the  top  ot  Beacon 
Hill,  is  situated  in  h  small  building  with  a  wooden 
roof,  surrounded  with  a  large  nnmber  of  wooden 
buildings.  If  a  fire  should  get  into  that  next  wooden 
building  and  destroy  that  roof,  and  toe  building  fill 
on  tie  engines,  or  it  any:hing  should  happen  to  that 
station,  all  that  section  of  the  city  would  be  out  of 
waier  until  extensive  impairs  could  be  ma  le.  It  is  a 
condition  of  things  which  is  not  tolerable  at  all.  The 
proposition  mode  by  the  City  Engineer  at  the  present 
time  is  to  take  that  whole  pumping  station  away 
from  its  present  insecure  position:  to  place  it  on  a 
vacant  lot  at  Chestnut  bill,  where  it  can  draw  from 
either  of 'he  reservdirs,  or  from  the  Sudtrary-river 
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conduit,  or  from  the  Cocbituute  conduit,  and  thence 
|iuin|i  who  a  new  reservoir  of  til'teen  milliou  gallons 
capacity,  from  which  the  high-service  district  rau  lie 
supplied.  By  this  means  he  proposes  to  avoid 
the  present  insecurity  to  the  district  which  depends 
upon  that  station.  He  expects  to  increase  the  head 
ID  the  low  serf  ice,  which  is  now  drawn  upon  at  a 
considerable  distance  Irouj  the  reservoir  to  supply 
the  high  service,  tor  it  the  high  service  19  discon- 
nected troiu  the  low  service,  the  low  service  will  go 
higher.  The  engineer  also  proposes  to  connect  the 
high  service  with  the  Brighton  District,  vvhi.-h  is  at 
present  dependent  for  its  supply  uiion  a  small  wood- 
en pump  worked  by  a  weighted  valve— a  most  nn- 
satislactory  condition  of  things,  aod  which  k-nves 
the  Brighton  people  iu  a  by  no  means  pleasant 
situation.  As  long  as  they  pump  against  that 
weight,  the  head  corresponds  to  the  pressure; 
1'Ul  if  the  supply  is  drawn  off  from  that 
pipe  the  head  rapidly  decreases.  There  are  sortie 
sections  of  Brighton  where  the  people  have  been  en- 
tirely out  of  water.  Practically,  gentlemen,  this  is 
just  where  we  stand:  In  the  first"  place,  the  hiab-ser- 
vice  system  cannot  supply  in  an  adequate  way  the 
demand  made  upon  it.  1  have  no  doubt  thrt  within 
a  year  after  the  the  new  high-service  system  is  com- 
plete], it  it  is  completed,  the  consumption  will  be  at 
least  doubled  on  that  entire  -ysteui  from  giving;  to 
people  what  they  have  a  right  to  demand  that  they 
shall  have — an  adequate  supply  of  water.  Iu  the 
Becond  place,  the  whole  high--erviee  system  is  in  an 
entirely  insecure  position,  owing  to  the  position  ol 
the  pumping  station  and  irs  liability  to  a  couflagiatiou 
any  day  Third,  this,  will  materially  increase  the  head 
on  certain  portions  of  the  low-service  system,  to  assist 
wh.ch  it  will  be  necessary  to  lay  a  Dew  main,  unless 
gome  step  'S  tak-n  to  increase,  tin;  head.  Those  be- 
lug  the  tacts,  they  cannot  be  altered  by  any  petition 
which  comes  in  here,  and  I  cannot  feel  justified  in 
tasking  that  this  matter  go  over.  The  petitioners 
suggest  that  we  can  go  to  Brookline.  Brooklim-  has 
leave  to  take  from  Chailes  river  only  fifteen  hundred 
thousand  gallons  dally.  They  have  a  filtering  basin 
which  can  handle  only  eiaht  hundred  thousand  gal- 
lons daily.  That  isn't  anything  like  the  present  ca- 
pacity of  tbe  high-service  svstem  of  Bo-ton.  When 
application  was  made  to  Brookline  to  supply  the 
high-service  districts  of  Boston,  they  replied  that 
tbey  would  if  Boston  would  pay  eighty-five  per 
cent,  of  the  water  rates,  one  cent  a  hundred 
gallons  each  pereon  might  use  over  eighty- 
five  gallons  per  bead,  the  right  to  apply  me- 
ters to  every  house,  and  $25  a  year  for  hy- 
drauts.  I  don't  think  Boston  wants  to  go  to  any 
town  to  pay  85  per  cent,  of  the  wat?r  rates,  and  have 
only  15  per  cent,  left  lor  our  plant,  to  keep  it  in  re- 
jiaif  and  good  condition.  It  has  been  8U4gested  f.bat 
we  might  stop  the  waste  of  water  and  prevent  un- 
nece-sary  consumption.  If  there  is  a  subject  upon 
which  I  have  bored  this  Council  it  is  the  waste  of 
water,  and  I  propo-e  that  the  incomiDg  Council  shall 
inethiiig  from  tne  on  that  subject.  B  it  I  do 
not  ihink  that  is  a  matter  which  can  be  urged  with 
snllicient  force  to  prevent  our  considering  the  exten- 
sion ot  the  hi'/h-service  system.  There  are,  of 
course,  two  ways  in  which  the  city  can  be  metered. 
It  can  be  done  with  either  tbe  1  Je'acon  or  the  ordi- 
nary uiete.'-  -y-teius.  It  would  be  with  very  grave 
hesitation  that  I  should  recommend  the  application 
of  separate  meters  to  all  the  dwellings  iu  the  Citv  of 
Boston.  It  is  possible  Boston  may  come  to  that  in 
time,  but  1  certainly  should  want  to  consider  it  thor- 
oughly before  I  recommended  it.  The  Deacon  sys- 
tem, which  wa--  put  upon  the  Cbarle-town  district,  I 
:ua\  say.  has  proved  a  great  success.  It  has  shown 
tbe  power  of  reducing  the  consumption  of  the  water 
very  largely.  3ut  the  district  to  which  it  has  been 
apwiedis  closely  settled  and  cro  vded.  The  high-ser- 
vice system  is  in  a  very  sparsely  settled  district  where 
the  pipes  are  much  longer  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  consumer^,  and  ! doubt  ver.  much  whether  the 
Deacon  system  could  bs  applied  as  successfully  as  it 
cat:  oe  to  a  district  like  Ctuvlestown,  B  it  even  -in,>- 
-po.-ing  we  reduced  the  consumption  ou  tbe  high  ser- 
vice to  50  dr  60  per  rent,  of  its  present  amount,  it 
would  not  meet  ihe  objection  of  tbe  insecurity  of 
the  present  pumping  station i  or  tbe  Uck  of  headou 
the  low  service.  The  amount  ol  water  would  be  very 
Small  compared  to  toe  quantity necessary  to  put  upon 
the  high-service  system.  Another  objection  's  made 
by  the  petitioner-,  that  Jamaica  Plain  mig!  t  be  put 
upon  the  low  service.  Iu  answer  to  that  I  can  say 
th  it  a  considerable  portion  of  Jamaica  Plain  is 
already  upon  the  low  service,  and  I  have  a  map  here 
showing  it.  Iain  assured  by  the  City  Engineer  that 
it  would  be  impossible  to  extend  it  into  Jamaica 
Plain.  Those  are  the  propositions  which  come  from 
.the  petitioners.    I  must  say  there  is  nothing  I  ran 


see  which  Can  be  gained  by  laying  this  over  an- 
other year  and  letting  the  petitioners  come  in 
and  make  their  objections.  Tbey  caiinot  meet 
the  objections  which  can  be  brought  against 
the  higb-service  system.  I  have  detained  the 
Council  long  enough.  I  must  say  that  I  trust 
they  will  concur  with  the  Board  ot  Aldermen  and 
give  these  sections  of  the  city  the  increased  high- 
service  system  which  they  demand  and  which  they 
are  so  strongly  in  need  of. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16— The  gentleman  from 
Ward  9  says  we  shall  hear  from  him  next  year  on 
this  subject.  Some  of  us  will  not  be  here  to  hear 
him,  and  I  shall  not  be  able  to  give  you  my  views 
next  year;  so  I  will  make  mv  statement  here  now. 
1  do  not  believe  that  the  Council  is  ready  this  even- 
ing to  pass  this  order  for  §741,000  at  his  request.  If 
this  question  had  come  before  the  Council  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  it  might  have  been  referred  to 
a  committee,  and  the  public  might  have  had  an  op- 
portunity to  he  heard  upon  it.  Bu  it  was  referred 
to  us  the  last,  ot  October  After  the  recommendation 
went  through  to  exoend  $400,000  on  Basin  No.  4,  they 
brought  forth  the  high-service  svstem.  The  question 
which  came  before  the  committee  was  that  we  ought 
to  extend  the  high-service  system  because  they  had 
an  application  for  high-service  from  a  gentleman 
vi  ho  wanted  to  build  twelve  houses  where  he  could 
not  get  water  into  the  third  stories.  I  do  not  want 
to  interrupt  ihe  gentleman  from  Ward  9. 

Mr.  (Jreeiioujh  of  Ward  9—1  beg  the  gentlemaD's 
pardon.     I  oid  not  know  I  was  interrupting  uim, 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16— The  gentleman  re- 
ferred to  the  pumping  staiion  which  has  been  huilt. 
since  1872.  Tbe  city  owned  some  land  there;  tncy 
put  up  that  Duinpiug  station,  and  there  has  been  no 
building  placed  there  since.  It  was  safe  enough  in 
1872  to  place  it  -here,  but  to-day  they  come  forward 
aud  say  it  is  in  danger.  It  has  been  safe  enough  for 
the  last  nine  or  ten  years,  anil  the  locution  was  re- 
commended by  tbe  etigiueer  in  1872.  They  sav  now 
that  it  is  in  a  cUngeioue  locality,  f  believe  if  this 
Council  should  visit  this  sue  they  would  say  it  was 
not  dangerous.  The  location  is  good,  and  tlie  build- 
ins  is  as  good  as  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildiugs 
thought  necessary;  it  is  as  good  as  your  Old  State 
Hou-e  Asylum.  They  cannot  deny  that  it  is  good. 
Ihe  gentleman  from  Ward  9  refers  to  the  subject  of 
waste.  I  put  the  question  to  the  City  Engineer  wheth- 
er, if  this  service  was  extended,  we  would  receive  any 
adequate  compensation.  Hesaid  no;  that  you  might 
increase  the  supply  by  3,000,000  gallons  per  day.  "  It 
is  needed  for  Wards  14  aud  15  aud  Wards  9  and  10. 
Why,  I  am  willing  to  go  t.>  Ward  9,  where  the  gentle- 
man resides.  They  have  plenty  of  water  there.  It 
will  not  run  so  last,  but  the  taxpayers  ought  not  to 
be  taxed  because  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  does 
not  have  water  run  as  freely  as  it  does  in  other  parts 
of  the  city.  The  committee,  seven  of  its  members, 
were  in  favor  of  this,  and  I  stood  in  the  minority. 
The  minute  it  was  found  that  such  an  order  yvas 
to  be  passed  it  was  sent  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
who  passed  it  unanimously.  It  was  laid  over  aod 
petitions  came  in,  all  large  Taxpayers,  who  wanted 
to  be  heard.  I  do  not  want  to  say  that  members  of 
uiy  Committee  have  keot  these  gentlemen  away; 
but  lucre  were  three  meetings  called,  the  petitioners 
came  i here  ready  to  be  heard,  but  they  could  not 
get  a  hearing  because  the  committee  were  not  pre- 
sent. I  ins  there.  We  stayed  there  some  time  for 
th  it  hearing,  but  could  no,"  get  five  members  of  this 
committee  together  to  hear  these  taxpayer.  Now 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  0  comes  in  and  say-  he  has 
Changed  ms  mind  and  thinks  the  order  ought  to  p ass 
lb-night.  Next  year  the  gentleman  will  hold  a  po- 
sition on  the  Committee  on  Water.  There  are  only 
one  or  two  vacancies— niysed  and  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  8,  who  favors  it.  He  can  then  start  over 
and  give  these  taxpayers  the  hearing  they  ask  for. 
If  they  ask  for  a  hearing  it  ought  to  be  granted. 
This  Council  instructed  the  comuiiiiee  to  give  them 
a  hearing  and  tbe  committee  denied  it.  The 
Board  of  Aldermen  took  the  subject  up  last 
Tues  lay  and  said  the  order  must  be  passed 
because  a  gentleman  wants  to  build  some 
houses  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  gentleman  here 
who  is  going  to  vote  aivay  that  amount  of  monev  on 
that  argument.  I  cannot  see  any  risk  in  referring 
this  to  tne  next  City  Government.  If  the  gentleman 
is  satisfied,  I  woaid  refor  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Water  of  next  year;  then  it  would  be  limit  in  their 
bands,  and  they  could  grant  a  hearing  to  these  peti- 
tioners. There  is  nodouot  the  gentleman  from  Ward 
9  will  be  "hairraan  of  the  committee,  and  he  wi'l  re- 
port in  favor  of  it.  Every  gentleman  will  remember 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  said  we  ought  to 
take  the  petitioners  into  consideration.  If  we  refer 
■itto  the  next  City  Government,  with   him  and  his 
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colleagues  upon  the  committee,  they  could  give  them 
fair  consideration.  The  gentleman  says  he  is  now 
prepared  to  vote  for  this.  1  did  not  k:>ow  he  was  so 
fickle-minded  that  he  could  change  hi"  position  so 
quick'y,  and  he  in  favor  of  such  an  order,  to  accom- 
modate so  small  an  interest.  I  hope  the  matter  will 
he  reierred  to  the  next  City  Government. 

The  President— The  question  is  on  the  morion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  9,  that  the  Council  recede. 

Mr.  Wuitinore  of  Ward  12—1  would  mov;  as  an 
amendment  to  that,  that  the  Council  insist  upon  its 
former  a'  tiou,  which  was  a  reference  to  tne  next 
City  Government;  and  in  regard  to  that  I  wish  to 
say,  briefly,  that  however  strong  might  he  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9  in  favor  of  ex- 
tending the  high  service,  it  seems  to  iue  the  question 
before  this  Council  is  simply  whether  we  o'ujht, 
wiihcut  consideration,  'o  vote  .$750,000  in  addith  n  to 
the  puhlic  debt,  f  fail  to  see  any  such  necessity  that 
maVes  me  feel  that  we  did  not  act  wisely  the  other 
night  in  sending  it  to  the  next  City  Government.  If 
we  do  so  they  will  have  at  least  one  important  sub- 
ject before  them  for  consideration.  Within  the  last 
thr  e  weeks  we  have  exhausted  the  borrowing  power 
of  the  City  of  Boston  for  ordinary  purposes,  or  nearly 
so.  Now  this  eno-mous  increase  of  the  water  debt 
has  eventually  to  be  paid  by  the  citizens  of  Boston. 
1  was  satisfied  when  tne  motion  to.,  made  the  other 
night  to  refer  it  to  the  next  City  Government,  that  it 
was  wise  to  do  so  because  it  was  so  near  the  end  of 
the  year.  I  think  that  is  the  most  prudent  and  he- 
coming  action  that  the  Council  can  take.  I  there 
fore  move  as  a  substitute  for  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ward  9,  that  we  adhere  to  our  former 
action :  and  I  ask  for  the  previous  question  on  the 
amendment. 

The  President; — The  question  is  on  the  motion  to 
insist. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— My  motion  is  to  insist; 
and  I  ask  for  the  previous  question  on  that  amend- 
ment. 

The  President— The  Chair  thinks  that  motion  can- 
not be  entertained  as  an  amendment  to  the  other 
motion. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— Do  I  understand  that 
the  motion  to  insist  is  not  to  be  received  in  place  of 
the  motion  to  concur? 

The  President— The  Chair  thinks  there  were 
two  motions  open  to  the  Council  when  this  mat- 
ter came  down:  one  of  them  was  the  motion  to 
insist  and  the  other  was  the  motion  to  recede.  Mr. 
Greenough,  of  Ward  9,  ottered  the  motion  to  recede, 
and  that  having  been  ottered,  it  fakes  precedence. 
The  Chair  will  hear  the  gentleman  from  Ward  12, 
if  he  doubts  that  opinion. 

Mr.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12— I  do  not  know  that  it 
is  worth  while  to  doubt  the  opinion  of  the  Chair.  I 
can  only  say  that  it  has  always  been  the  custom  to 
accept  one  or  the  other  as  an  amendment,  so  that 
whichever  motion  was  before  the  Council,  a  motion 
could  be  made  to  amend.  Of  course  it  would  come 
to  a  vote  in  either  case.  I  can  on  fy  say  that  I  can 
point  out  to  the  Chair  repeated  instances  in  which 
that  has  been  the  custom  in  previous  years — 1  don't 
know  whether  rightly  or  wrongly.  But  we  would 
come  to  a  vote  just  as  quickly  upon  one  as  upon  the 
other 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9—1  will  not  detain  the 
Council  but  a  moment  lnger.  I  trust  that  the 
Council  will  hesitate  befove  they  decline  to  pass 
this  order.  The  gentleman  from  Waru  12  has  very 
properly  called  attention  to  the  amount  of  money 
spent  at  the  la>-t  lneeing  of  the  Council  in  providing 
what  you  might  call  am  usement  for  the  citizens.  If 
we  spend  all  our  money  for  amusements  and  do  not 
provide  the  City  of  Boston  with  water,  that  is  not 
what  I  think  we  were  sent  here  for.  This  order 
does  not  go  into  the  extension  of  the  public  debt,  but 
is  applicable  to  the  water  debt  only;  and  the  Water 
Board  are  r- sponsible  tor  the  payment  of  interest  on 
that  debt  where  thev  make  application  or  suggestion 
that  tLis  thing  ought  to  be  done.  If  I  were  sure  that 
any  reason  would  he  brought  forward  for  the  next 
City  Government  which  have  not  been  bi  oughtbefore 
this  City  Government,  the  Committee  on  Water  and 
the  Committee  of  (finance,  why  thi-  order  ought  not  to 
pass.  I  would  not  for  a  moment  object  to  its  going 
there.  But  it  seems  t"  me  that  the  objections  which 
have  been  brought  forward  amount  to  nothing  and 
are  simply  put  in  as  reasons  for  shifting  the 
responsibility  Horn  our  shoulders  and  sending  it 
over  to  the  next  City  Government.  If  this  City 
Government  declines  to  sustain  this  motion,  they 
are  responsible;  but  they  certainly  wili  not  do  it 
with  my  consent.  I  feel  that  there  is  no  time  like 
the  present  tor  doing  what  is  right,  and  I  believe 
thai  the  high-service  system  ought  to  be  extended. 
I  move  the  previous  question. 


The  President — The  question  is  on  the  motion  for 
the  previous  question  on  the  motion  to  recede.  Shall 
the  main  question  be  now  put? 

The  main  question  was  ordered,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Rosno^ky,  of  Ward  16,  the  yeas  and  nay*  were 
ordered  on  the  motion  to  recede.  The  Council  re- 
eded from  its  former  action— yeas  30,  nays  27,  as 
follows: 

Yeas— Barry,  Harriett.  Bigelow,  Bowker,  Boyle, 
H.  Clapp,  Conneli,  f)a,y,  Dana.  Devlin,  J.  Do- 
herty,  Eddy,  Fur-well,  Gieenougb,  Hart,  Hilton, 
Lov«ll,P.  J.  McLaughlin,  N.  .VI.  Morrison,  Mullett, 
Powers,  Pray,  Smith,  Swan,  Viles,Waketie.d,  Walsh, 
Welch,  Wharton,  Wneeier — 30. 

Nays — Beal,  Brimbecom,  Child,  Cronin,  Cuni- 
niings,  C.  F.  Doherty.  Dudley,  Emery,  Fisk, 
Ford,  Freeman,  Gove,  Harding,  Hosiey,  Huntress, 
Maguirc,  Mathews,  McNamara,  Murphy,  Parkuiao, 
Pope,  Rosnoskv,  Whitmore,  Williams.  Harri-oo — 25. 

Absent  or  not  voting— lirowo,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Con- 
lin,  Costelio,  Cotton,  Deimey.  Fitzpatnek,  Folan, 
Laiiten.  McC'ormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  Means,  P. 
Morrison.  Quigley,   Rogers,  Teevan — 16. 

The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Freeman  of  Ward  10 — It  is  very  evident  that 
'he  friends  of  this  measure  cannot  get  the  48  Vites 
necessary  to  pass  it,  and  I  therefore  move  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote,  hoping  it  will  prevail,  and  if 
the  motion  does  prevail  1  sh  dl  move  to  refsr  to  the 
nej  t  City  Government.  And  I  will  say  now  that  I 
think  the  petitioners  are  altogether  tod  strong  to  be 
disiegarded.  One  of  the  petitions  was  signed  by 
every  railroad  corporation  in  the  Citt  of  Boston  and 
by  some  of  our  principal  citizens — Mr.  OtisNorctoss, 
J.  Pumuuj  BradJee  a«-d  others,  and  1  think  it  is  alto- 
gether too  strong  a  petition  fo  be  aisregardeo.  They 
asked  for  a  healing  in  order  that  they  might  show 
some  means  bv  which  we  can  save  a  certain  amount 
of  expense  for  high  service.  We  ordered  the  com- 
mittee to  give  a  healing  three  weeks  ago,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  said  that  owiDg  to  the  elec- 
tion the  committee  could  not  oe  got  together.  1 
think  it  is  due  to  such  prominent  gentlemen  as 
have  signed  the  petition  that  tuey  should  have  a 
healing.  It  is  very  evit.  ent  that  the  friends  of  the 
measuie  cannot  to-night  get  their  48  votes,  and  I 
hope  they  will  all  vote  in  favor  of  reconsideration, 
ana  let  it  go  to  the  next  City  Government. 

The  Picstdent— The  Cnair,  as  the  correctness  of 
his  decision  was  cal.ed  in  question  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12,  upon  the  question  whether  the  mo- 
tion to  recede  takes  precedence  ove  •  tne  motion  to 
insist,  wishes  to  call  attention  to  Sectiou  138  ot  War- 
rington's Manual,  wheie  the  following  language  is 
used : 

"  When  the  quetion  is  'lefore  the  assembly,  wheth- 
er it  will  receoe  or  insist,  bcth  motions  may  he  made, 
and  the  one  must  have  precedence  which  tends  to 
bring  the  two  branches  nearest  to  an  agreement.  A 
mot. on  to  recede  which  is  negativeo  is  equivalent  to 
a  vote  to  insist,  ami  vice  versa.  The  motion  to  re- 
cede has  prece  ence  of  the  motiou  to  adhere." 

Mr.  Freeman,  of  Ward  10,  mo  red  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  just  passed  by  tue  Council. 

Mr.  Rosnosky  of  Ward  16 — I  hope  that  motion 
will  not  prevail  As  I  understand  it  now,  the  friends 
ot  the  meas  ire  are  h  u..d  to  carry  it  through.  Tne 
gentleman  from  Ward  9  has  stated  that  we  ought 
not  to  extend  tne  high  service,  and  now  he  claims 
that  we  aie  ready  to  extend  it. 

Mr.  Greenough  of  Ward  9 — I  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  16  possibly  does  not  understand  what  I 
said.  1  certainly  have  not  lost  any  bel.ef  that  this 
measu'  e  is  a  good  one,  and  should  be  passed  by  the 
City  Council  eveu  if  t  is  me  docs  not  see  tit  to  take 
the  lesponslbility  of  doing  so.  As  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  10  says,  there  is  undoubtedly  no  way  of 
cairying  this  matter  through,  and  therefore  I  accept 
his  suggestion  that  the  vote  just  taken  be  recon- 
sidered, and  that  the  matter  be  then  referred  to  the 
next  C.ty  Government. 

The  moticn  to  reconsider  prevailed. 

Mr.  freeman,  of  Ward  10,  moved  that  the  Council 
insist  upon  its  former  action. 

The  f  resident — Mr.  Greenough,  of  Ward  9,  with- 
draws his  ruction  to  recede,  no  objection  being  made 

Air.  Riisiio.-]:y,  of  Ward  16,  moved  that  the  matter 
be  lelerieri  to  the  Comuiiuee  on  \Vat>-r.    Carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Greenough,  of  Ward  9,  the  re- 
port aud  oroer  for  the  acceptance  of  chapter  729, 
acts  of  1881,  which  came  down  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  who  non -concurred  in  the  reference  made 
by  the  Council,  was  referred  to  the  Commitiee  on 
Water. 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS. 

20.  Order  to  pay  Maria  Leahy  $24.08,  due  her  hus- 
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baud,  a  late  employee  of  the  Forty  Department. 
.Pasted  in  concurrence. 

21.  Order  to  pay  to  Isabella  J.  Rice  $20,  due  her 
husband,  a  late  employee  of  the  Ferry  Department. 
Passed  m  concurrence. 

Mr.  Parkinan  moved  to  reconsider  Hie  passage  of 
the  last  two  orders.    Lost. 

REFUSAL  TO  SUSPEND  THE   BOLE. 

Mr.  Lovell,  ol  Ward  1,  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rale  that  he  might  one.-  an  order  that  when  this 
Couucil  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on  Saturday  next  at  2 
o'clock  JL'  41.  At  the  request  of  Mr.  Freeman,  of 
Ward  10,  the  order  was  read  for  information.  Mr. 
Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  objected  to  a  suspension  of 
the  rule,  ami  after  a  brief  disoussiun  between  Mr. 
Whitmore  of  Ward  12, and  Mr.  Lovell  of  Ward  1, 
the  Council  refused  to  suspend  ihe  rule. 

Mr.  Barry,  of  Ward  16,  moved  to  suspend  tbe  rule 
that  he  might  oiler  an  order  that  tbe  City  Messenger 
be  Authorized  to  cause  tbe  Council  Cfi  mber  and 
anterooms  to  be  opened  on  Saturday  next  at  12 
o'clock  noon,  fora  caucus  of  tbe  lnt-mocs-elect  to  the 
Common  Council  for  1882.  Mr.  Wuartoo,  of  Ward 
11,  objected,  and  the  Council  refused  to  suspend  tbe 
rule. 

THE  ORDINANCE   IN  RELATION  TO   FINANCE. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  called  for  the  past- 
assignment  number  35— Majority  report  that  it  is  in- 
expedient to  pass  ".An  ordinance  to  ameud  an 
ordinance  in  relation  to  n'nauce;"  witn  a  minority 
report  hi  favor  ol  the  passage  ot  said  ordinance  (City 
Doc.  Ill),  and  moved  its  reference  to  tbe  next  City 
Government. 

Mr.  Wheeier  of  Ward  10— Tins  is  a  very  simple 
matter,  and  I  think  it  is  one  which  1  think  will  be 
remembered.  The  gentleman  from  Ward  12  sub- 
mitted an  ordinance  changing  radically  our  system 
of  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners.  The  matter  was 
referred  some  time  ago  to  the  Committee  on  Ordin- 
ances, was  fullv  considered  by  them,  and  they  report 
that  it  is  inexpedient  to  adopt  the  ordinance  recom- 
mended by  the  gentleman.  The  report  was  signed 
or  agreed  to  bv  all  the  committee  except  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  12.  It  is  a  matter  that  perhaps 
might  have  been  called  up  some  time  ago;  aud 
1  am  quite  sure  that  tbe  Council  will  dispose 
of  it  to- night  lor  the  reason  that  tbe  Couucil 
cannot  be  prepared  to  recommend  or  consider  the 
suggestion  which  ihe  gentleman  makes  in  his 
ordinance  that  there  shall  be  a  radical  change  in  our 
system  of  Sinking  Fuud  Commissioners.  His  proposi- 
tion is  that  tbe  six  SinkiugFuud  Commissioners  shall 
be  elected  all  together  from  the  citizens  at  large.  I 
think  it  is  unnecessary  to  discuss  this  question  at 
length.  I  could  in  a  very  few  minutes  present  the 
suggestion  on  which  the  committee  acted,  and  I 
therefore  think  it  is  a  matter  which  we  should  act 
upon  at  this  time.  I  am  very  sure  that  tbe  Couucil 
does  not  care  to  change  one  of  our  own  important 
Bystems  that  wai  established  in  1870,  which  has  oper- 
ated well  aud  against  which  no  objeciions  can  be 
made;  and  I  therefore  bone  it  will  not  be  referred  to 
the  next  City  Government,  but  that  the  reDort  of  the 
majority  of"  the  committee  will  be  accepted,  they 
having  no  question  about  the  matter  when  it  was 
submitted  io  them. 

Sir.  Whitmore  of  Ward  12 — I  am  very  sorry  that 
the  gentleman  Ua>  raised  this  objection  if  be'  does 
not  waul  to  have  any  discussion  upon  it.  1  am  sure 
I  do  not  want  to  take  up  tae  time  ol  the  Council,  and 
it  is  owing  entirc.lv  to  bis  objection  that  any  discus- 
sion is  had.  Tbe  uia'ter  of  reference  to  the  next 
City  Government  is  merely  a  matter  of  courtesy. 
The  gentleman  may  have  an  opportunity  to  argue 
the  question,  I  suppose,  hut.  inasmuch  as  he  is  guing 
awiy  and  I  shall  remain,  it  is  entirely  in  uiy  power 
to  introduce  Ibis  order  again  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Council.  1  -aid  that  I  did  not  wish  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  Council  in  regard  to  this  matter.  The 
only  answer  I  shall  make  to  What  he  has  said  is  this: 
That,  so  lar  from  ibis  system  of  Sinkiug  fund  Coui- 
niis-iouers  having  been  a  good  one.  it  is  ci  idently  to 
me  a  bad  one.  ft  *;i-  under  our  present  system  that 
we  had  a  deficiency  of  a  little  over  $85,000.  That  does 
not  look  tome  like  an  entirely  good  system.  More  than 
that,  it  is  not  like  the  system  establi-hed  for  others. 
We  were  allowed  as  a  matter  ol  favor,  to  go  on 
without  making  any  change.  In  tbe  opinion  of  a 
great  many  it  would  be  wiser  and  better  to  cut  this 
matter  from  our  City  Go  eminent,  and  have  disiu- 
i  persons,  unconnected  with  the  City  Govem- 
ment,  take  charge  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  Hut,  as  I 
said,  this  reference  to  the  next  City  Government  is 
merely  a  matter  of  courtesy.  I  am  not  goiug  to  dis- 
cuss tbe  maiter.  1  can  only  say  that  ihe  objection 
is  entirely  frivolous ;  it  brings  up,  or  runs  the  risk  ot 


bringing  up,  a  discussion  that  lie  wishes  to  avoid;  it 
is  only  a  matter  of  discourtesy  to  insist  on  discus- 
sing it  to-night  instead  of  senoiug  it  to  the  next 
City  Government.  I  do  not  care  enough  about  it 
even  to  move  to  substitute  tbe  minority  report  for 
the  majority,  because,  as  I  said,  being  re-elected,  if  I 
live,  I  shall  have  an  opportunity  to  bring  up  I  he  same 
subject  at  tae  next  session.  There  is  nothing  gained 
by  refusing  the  ordinary  courtesy  of  sending  it  over 
as  a  great  many  other  tilings  have  been  sent. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  subject  was  re- 
ferred to  the  next  Cits  Government. 

INVESTIGATION     CONCERNING      THE     POLICE     COM- 
MISSIONERS. 

Minority   liepott. 

The  undersigned  of  the  Joint  Special  Comuiitiee, 
to  whom  was  referred,  first,  the  order  introduced  into 
the  <  ommon  Couucil  by  Mr.  Je^se  M.  Gove,  viz.: 

"Whereas  Section  2  of  the  ordinance  entitled 
'An  ordinance  to  establish  the  salaries  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioners  of  the 
City  of  Boston,'  passeil  June  14, 1878,  pre-cribes  that 
saitt  board  of  commissioners  shall  devoce  their  time 
to  tlie  duties  oi  the  office,  and  shall  not  actively  en- 
gage in  any  other  business;  and 

Whereas,  Edward  J.  Jones,  one  ot  the  members  of 
said  Board  of  Police  Commissioners  is  a  Bail  Com- 
missioner within  and  lor  the  County  of  Suffolk, 
duly  appointed  and  qualitied  as  such,  and  ba<  been 
actively  engaged  in  taking  bail,  without  tne  consent 
of  the  City  Council  and  contrary  to  the  provisions  ot 
the  aforesaid  ordinance,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Edward  J*.  Jones  be  and  he 
is  hereby  removed  from  the  office  of  Police  Commis- 
sioner." 

Second.  The  order  introduced  into  the  Common 
Council  by  Mr.  Jesse  M.  Gove,  viz.: 

"Whereas  Section  2  of  the  ordinances  entitled  'An 
ordinance  to  establish  the  s.laries  of  the  Board  of 
Pol.ce  Commissioners  ot  the  Cily  of  Boston,'  passed 
on  the  14th  day  of  June,  1878,  prescribes  that  the 
members  of  said  Board  of  Commissioners  shall  de- 
vote their  time  to  the  duties  of  the  office,  and  shall 
not  actively  engage  in  any  other  business;  aDd 

Whereas,  Thomas  J.  Gargau,  one  of  the  members 
of  said  board,  has  been  absent  from  Ihe  City  ot  Bos- 
ion  for  more  than  sixty  ,iays,  it  is  hereby 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Tuomas  J.  Gargan  be  and 
he  is  hereby  removed  from  the  office  of  Police  Com- 
missioner." 

third.  Die  order  introduced  into  the  Common 
Council  by  Mr.  Jesse  M.  Gove,  viz: 

"  Whereas  Section  2  of  the  ordinance  entitled  'An 
ordiuauce  to  establish  the  salaries  of  the  members  of 
tbe  Board  of  Police  Commissioners  of  the  City  of 
Boston,'  passed  ou  tbe  14th  day  of  June,  1878,  pre- 
scribes that  the  members  of  said  board  shall  devote 
their  time  to  the  duties  of  the  office,  and  shall  not 
actively  engage  in  any  other  business;  and 

Where,  s,  said  Police  Commissioners  are,  by  virtue 
Of  their  office,  at  the  head  ot  a  depar'uient'  of  the 
City  Government  whose  duty  it  is  to  direct  and 
bring  before  tbe  courts  all  persons  who  have  violated 
the  criminal  laws  of  the  Commouwealth  and  the 
ordinances  of  the  city,  io  order  that  such  persons 
may  be  dealt  with  according  to  law:  and 

Whereas,  on  the  8tb  day  of  June,  1881,  Henry 
Walker,  one  of  said  Police  Commissioners,  appeared 
uetore  tbe  Municipal  Court  of  the  City  of  Boston 
for  the  transaction  of  criminal  business,  as  counsel 
for  the  defendant  in  a  bastardy  process;  and 

Whereas,  the  said  Henry  Walker  has,  yvhile  hold- 
ing the  ofbee  of  Police  Commissioner,  appeared  at 
variou-  times  and  in  various  courts,  as  counsel  in 
suits  pending  in  said  courts,  contrary  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  aforesaid  oroiuance;  it  is  therefore 

Ordered,  That  Henry  V  alker  lie  and  he  hereby  is 
removed  from  rhe  office  of  Police  Commissioner  ot 
the  City  of  Boston." 

And  fourth,  t^e  communication  from  Col.  Henry 
Walker,  chairman  of  the  Police  Commission,  and 
which  communication  asked  for  a  lull  investigation 
into  the  official  acts  of  the  Commissioners — beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  report: 

1  hi-  committee  was  appointed  May  19, 1881,  seven 
months  ago,  their  sessious  have  been  over  8  in  num- 
ber, lliey  hare  invited  and  some  of  the  members  in 
their  desire  to  sunstautiate  in  some  particulars  the 
charges  made,  have  solicited  parties  to  appear  before 
them  to  give  evirieuce  in  relation  to  matters  connect 
ed  with  the  Police  Commission;  after  such  action, 
after  tbe  drag  net  had  been  cast  over  tbe  city,  after 
the  invitation  extended  to  all  who  were  injriied  or 
considered  themselves  injured  by  any  act  of  either  of 
the  Commissioners,  the  evidence  and  the  findings  of 
the  minority  of  tbe  committee  may  be  briefly  summed 
up  as  follovys: 


!>(>0 


COMMON     COUNCIL. 


Under  the  order  touching  Mr.  Jones,  the  evidence 
submitted  to  the  committee  showed  that  Mr.  Joi.es 
beld  at  one  time  the  offices  of  Bail  and  Insolvency 
Commissioner  and  Police  Commissioner. 

At  one  of  tiie  hearings  before  the  committee  Mr. 
Jones  stated  that  if  it  should  app.ar  that  the  holding 
of  the  offices  of  Bail  and  insolvency  Commissioner 
interfered  with  the  lerfoimauce  ot  his  duries  as 
Police  Commissioner,  and  thereupon  the  City  Coun- 
cil should  advise  such  action,  he  would  chcerlu'ly  re- 
sign ibe  offices  of  Bail  and  Insolvency  Commission- 
ers. By  the  majority  renort  submitted  it  appears 
that  all  fees  earned  by  Mi.  Jones  as  Bail  and  Insol- 
vencv  Commissioner  were  earned  after  the  hours 
were  given  according  to  law  to  his  duties  as  Police 
Commissioner. 

The  minority  submitted  that  no  evidence,  hearsay 
or  otherwise  was  given  beiort  the  committee  show- 
ing that  Mr.  Jones  uad  in  any  manner  or  at  any  time 
neglected  bis  duties  as  a  Police  Commissioner;  on 
the  contrary,  it  appeared  that  he  b-d  em  eavored  in 
every  way  to  enforce  discipline,  and  by  visits  at  all 
hours  to  the  several  police  s  ations,  had  tmitle  him- 
self familiar  with  the  workings  of  the  Department. 
With  such  testimony  before  the  commitiee  the 
undersigned  reel  that  justice  to  a  public  officer  re- 
quires that  as  far  as  Mr.  Jones  is  concerned  the  ci'in- 
mittee  should  report  that  he  cas  m  spirit  and  fact 
devoted  bis  time,  to  the  duties  of  his  ofhee  a=  Police 
Commissioner. 

The  reasoning  of  a  majority  of  the  com  mitte  as 
shown  in  their  report  following  the  statement  that 
"the  office  of  Pi/lice  Commissioner  and  Bail  Com- 
missioner are  incompatible"  presumes  that  the  en- 
tire police  force  of  the  city  is  corrupt,  and  that  Po- 
lice Commissi.,  ner  Jones  was  bv  his  acts  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  ende  vor  to  lLcrease  the  corruption. 
In  this  connection  the  minority  of  the  committee 
call  atteution  to  the  unkind  and  unchristian-lite 
report  of  the  committee,  which  charges  upon  iino- 
cent  acts  of  the  members  of  the  Police  Force  effects 
which  do  not  and  cannot  follow,  and  which  charges 
upon  Mr.  Jones  acts  which  were  not  supported  by 
the  slightest  evidence  in  the  committee. 

The  minority  of  the  comm  tteefur  her  submit  that 
no  evidence  has  been  produced  by  which  it  can  be 
made  lo  appear  that  Mr.  Jones  has  in  any  wav  ne- 
glected the  performance  of  his  duties  as  Police  Com- 
missioner. 

The  ques  ion  submitted  to  the  City  Solicitor  in  re- 
lation to  the  acts  of  Mr.  Jones  was  as  follows:  "Has 
a  Police  Commissioner  the  right  under  the  ordi- 
nance, etc.,  to  act  as  Bail  Commissioner  or  Commis- 
sioner of  Insolvencv,  or  evgage  in  busiuess  of  any 
kind  not  connected  with  his  office  of  Police  Commis- 
sioner, either  during  office  hours  or  ai  any  time  for 
compensation?"  The  answer  of  the  City  Solicitor 
was  as  follows:  "The  ordinance  pa-sed  June  14, 
1878,  provides  that  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
Police  Commissioners  shall  devote  their  time  to  the 
duties  of  the  office  and  shall  not  actively  engage  in 
any  other  business."  As  a  fact,  showing  the  un- 
lair  spirit  ii  which  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee have  acted,  the  undersigned  refer  to  the  gar- 
bled statement  made  in  the  majority  report  at  the 
close  in  which  it  is  stated,  in  a  mauuer  to  convey  the 
impression  that  the  Solicitor  had  given  the  opinion, 
"that  ne  [Mr.  Jones]  could  not  properly  act  as  Bail 
Commissioner,  Comuiis.ioner  of  Insolvency  and 
Police  Commissioner  at  the  same  time,"  when  in  fact 
no  such  opinion  «as  ever  given  by  the  City  Solicitor. 

To  the  muiori  y  of  the  committee  it  seems  tnat 
Mr.  Jones  has  m  no  way  contravened  the  indention 
of  the  ordinance  ot  June  14, 1878,  which  was  to  hin- 
der any  member  of  the  commis-ion  from  neglecting 
his  duties,  and  the  minority  submit  that  no  negli- 
gence ol  police  duties  has  been  shown  against  Mr. 
Jones.  The  majority  state  in  their  report  that  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Jones  was  a  Police  Commi  sioner  and  a 
Bail  Commissiuner  would  tend  to  make  a  police  offi- 
cer "make  as  many  airests  a'  possible  in  order  that 
his  superior  officer  might  get  a  fee  and  the  suborii- 
nate  rise  in  the  estimation  and  good  graces  of  his 
superior,'"  which  ism  effect  that  ofliceis  would  not 
hesitate  io  arrest  innocent  parties  with  that  end  in 
view,  and  that  Mr.  Jones  (whose  character  and  repu- 
tation need  no  words  of  commendation  from  this 
committee)  would  base  the  poihotions  iu  the  police 
force  upon  the  number  of  bail  cases  that  might  be 
brought  to  him  by  officers,— an  unfair  and  unjust 
statement  which,  witnout  evidence  ot  such  action 
on  the  part  of  the  polke  officers  or  Mr.  Jones,  ought 
not  he  made. 

The  minority  of  the  committee  recommend,  there- 
fore, that  no  action  is  necessary,  and  that  the  order 
uught  not  to  pass.  Wm.  Woolley, 

JOHN  B.   FITZPATRICK, 

MaRtin  T.  Folah. 


Under  the  order  touching  Mr.  Gurgan,  the  minor- 
ity of  the  com  ..ittee  report  as  follows:  That  Mr. 
Gargan  appeared  beiore  them  and  made  the  follow- 
ing statement:  That  by  reason  of  overwork  h?  suf- 
fered dmiug  the  winter  months  from  extreme  nerv- 
ous prostration ;  that  his  pnysician  ordered  him  to 
retrain  from  work  and  to  remove  from  the  city  if  he 
desired  to  live:  that  after  representing  to  his  phy- 
sician that  he  desired  to  go  to  Mexico  if  the  climate 
would  agree  with  him  aud  he  might  hope  to  re- 
cover his  health  there,  and  receivinjr  the  answer 
of  his  phvsiciau  that  the  climate  would  b»  favor- 
able to  him,  he,  on  the  25th  day  of  March,  1881, 
left  Boston  and  did  not  return  until  June  26, 1881. 
The  evidence  before  the  committee  showed  that 
while  Mr.  Gargan  was  interested  in  railroad  busi- 
ness, and  while  in  Mexico  made  some  inquiries  in  re- 
lation to  railroad  matters,  he  received  no  compensa- 
tion lor  services  other  than  the  payment  of  his  ex- 
penses. 

It  appeared  in  evidence  and  uncontradicted  that 
Mr.  Uargau,  before  leaving  Boston,  waited  upon 
Mayor  Prnce,  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the  city, 
submitted  to  him  a  physician's  certificate  stating  tire 
fact  that  he  was  in  ill  health  and  the  necessity  of  tiis 
leaving  Boston  fur  a  time,  and  made  an  application 
for  leave  of  absence,  and  that  the  Mayor,  bavins;  on 
several  occasions  granted  leave  of  absence  to  city 
officials,  made  a  favorable  report  on  the  application 
of  Mr.  Gargan. 

It  may  te  claimed  that  this  evidence  in  its  entirety 
was  not  presented  before  the  committee,  but  it  did 
appear  that  Mr.  Gargan  offered  to  submit  his  phy- 
sician's certificate  to  the  inspection  of  the  committee, 
and  to  produce  Mayor  Prince  to  give  testimony  as  to 
the  fact  of  the  leave  of  absence  being  granted. 

The  majority  of  and  minority  ot  the  committee 
both  agree  that  there  is  noquesoion  as  to  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Gargan  obtained  leave  ot  absence  from  the 
Mayor,  but  the  maj-  rity  claim  that  under  tbe  statute 
the  City  Council  and  not  the  Mayor  was  the  proper 
body  to  grant  s.ch  a  leave  of  absence.  ., nd  the  ma- 
jority base  their  claim  on  the  opinion  of  the  City 
Solicitor,  given  in  answer  to  the  following  question: 
"Hat  a  Police  Commiss'oner  the  right  under  the 
ordinance  to  absent  himself  from  the  city  for  a 
period  of  thirty  days  without  tbe  consent  of  the  City 
Council  having  been  first  ootained?"  the  answer 
being  as  follows:  "A  Police  Commissioner  has  not 
the  light  to  absent  himself  tiou,  the  city  and  his 
duties  without  the  consent  of  the  t  :ity  Council." 

Chapter  244  of  tbe  Acts  of  1878,  being  "An  act  in 
relation  to  the  Police  Department  of  tbe  City  of  Bos- 
ton," states:  Section  8:  "The   Mayor  of  the  Ci'y  of 

Boston  shall  have  the  power  at  all  times to 

assume  command  ot  the  whole  or  any  part 
of  the  police  force  in  said  city,"  a  provision 
which,  without  doubt,  gives  to  the  Mayor  tbe 
virtual  control  of  the  entire  Police  Department. 
And  while  this  authority  is  perhaps  to  be  exerted 
only  in  case  of  an  emergency,  it  is  evident  that  the 
legislature  intended  that  this  power  of  control  over 
the  entire  Police  Department  should  exist,  in  the 
chief  executive  officer  who  is  charged  with  the  pre- 
servation of  order,  and  who  should  properly  be  given 
such  power,  and  not  in  a  bouy  like  the  Cily  Council. 
Section  1  of  the  same  act  gives  to  the  Mayor  the 
power  to  appoint  Police  Commissioners  and  to  re- 
move tor  cause.  Can  it  be  doubted  that  an  authority 
as  broad  as  that  giveu  by  this  section  covers  the  au- 
thority to  gram,  leave  of  absence?  But  if  it  is> 
contended  tnat  this  may  be  so,  it  is  true  that  in 
the  past  leave  of  absence  has  been  granted  by  the 
Mayor  to  heads  of  departments,  and  that  the  prece- 
dent has  been  established  for  so  long  and  so  firmly 
that  both  Mr.  Gat  nan  in  asking  for  and  the  Mayor  in 
granting  leave  of  absence  were  fully  justified  under 
such  circumstances. 

In  this  connection  t'-ie  minority  beg  leave  to  r°fer 
to  the  letters  1  aud  2  attached  to  this  report  aud  made 
a  part  of  it. 

The  majority  of  the  committee  sta:e  in  their  report 
"that  a  person  who  would  give  any  otiier  construc- 
tion to  the  Statute  and  Oroinances  than  the  one 
given  by  the  City  Solicitor,  would  be  incompetent  to 
perform  the  duties  attendaut  upon  the  ofttee  of  a 
Police  Commissioner  ot  the  City  of  Boston,"  and 
with  all  due  deference  to  this  opinion  of  tbe  le.'al 
gentienun  of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  the  mi- 
vority  submit  that  the  statement  of  His  Honor  Mayor 
Prince,  that  he  believed  he  hail  such  authority,  and 
the  further  statement;  contained  in  the  letter  marked 
3,  from  Hon.  Henry  W.  Paine,  ami  attached  hereto, 
and  which,  although  not  submitted  to  the  committee, 
is  of  value  as  an  answer  to  the  opinion  of  tbe  legal 
gentleman  of  the  majority  of  the  commitee,  would 
go  far  to  disprove  the  statement  that,  uu  less  a  lawyer 
small  agree  with   the  opinions  advanced  by  the  City 
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Solicitor  and  the  legal  gentleman  of  the  majority  of 
the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Police  Investigation, 
he  is  unlit  for  the  position  of  Police  Commissioner. 

In  the  matter  of  the  charge  against  Mr.  Gargan 
and  the  findings  of  the  majority  of  the  committee, 
the  minority  refuse  to  agree,  anil  believe  that  the  de- 
sire of  the  movers  in  the  matter  has  warped  their 
judgment,  and  that  no  action  is  necessary.  The  bal- 
ance of  the  majority  of  the  committee's  report,  treat- 
ing of  the  nature  of  puoisLments  to  be  nieted  out  to 
offenders,  does  not  seem  to  tne  minority  ot  the  com- 
mittee to  be  properly  a  purt  of  the  duties  of  an  in- 
vestigating committee. 

The  minority,  therefore,  recommend  that  no  action 
is  necessary,  and  that  the  order  ought  >iot  to  pass. 

WM.    WoOLLlvY. 

John  B.  Fitzvatbick, 
Maetin  T.  Folan. 

Under  the  order  touching  Mr.  Walker,  the  minority 
of  the  committee  find  nothing  to  object  to, but  rather 
to  commend,  in  the  action  of  Mr.  Walker  in  the 
matter  of  the  charge  that  he  appeared  as  counsel  in 
a  bastardy  case  in  the  Municipal  Court,  inasmuch  as 
he  had  been  informed  that  a  grave  oiime  had  beeu 
committed,  and  in  the  furtherance  of  his  duties  as  a 
Police  Commissioner  he  had  appeared  in  the  case. 
The  minority  ot  the  committee  commend  Mr.  Walker 
for  such  action,  and  also  for  his  action  in  attending 
up  to  the  time  01  trial,  without  compensation,  to 
cases  brought  against  police  officers  for  acts  done  in 
the  performance  ot  their  dudes.  No  evidence  was 
submitted  that  he  had  trod  any  such  cases. 

In  the  matter  of  the  case  of  James  Dorr  the  fol- 
lowing facts  appeared;  That  Dorr  was  a  client  of 
Mr.  Walker  previous  to  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Walker  on  the  1'olice  Commission;  that  upon 
his  appointment  he  gave  Mr.  Dorr's  business 
into  the  hands  of  H.  E.  Swazey,  Esq.;  that 
Dorr  had  a  civil  case  pending  which  had  been 
tried  *i<  the  lower  court  by  Mr.  Walker,  and  in  which 
Mr.  Dorr  had  recovered  a  verdict:  that  when  thecivil 
case  came  up  for  trial  in  the  Superior  Court  Mr. 
Swaziy  called  upon  Mr.  Walker  and  requested  him 
to  see  the  District  Attorney,  that  Mr.  Dorr,  who  had 
forfeited  hiB  b  ill  in  a  criminal  case,  might  ha»e  a 
safeguard  while  in  Boston  in  ottendance  on  his  civil 
case.  Mr.  Watker  had  not  acted  as  counsel  for  Dorr 
in  the  criminal  case,  and  had  never  acted  as  counsel 
lor  him  in  anv  criminal  case.  Mr.  Walker  sent  a  let- 
ter to  Dorr,  whose  whereabouts  wore  unknown  to 
him,  but  directed  in  care  of  his  (DorrVi brother,  who 
resided  in  New  York,  f  his  letter  and  the  telegram 
submitted  to  the  committee  were  only  in  reference 
t)  the  civil  suit  which  Mr.  Swazey  had  in  ch  rge. 
The  min  rity  submit  that  these  actions  of  Mr. 
Walker  violated  no  rule  of  the  Police  Department, 
and  were  friendly  acts  toward  a  former  client,  having 
reference  only  to  the  conduct  ot  his  civil  case. 

The  Boding  of  the  majority  of  tne  committee  that 
Mr.  Walker  knew  where  Dorr  was  is  unsupported 
by  the  evidence  except  so  far  as  tne  knowledge  of 
the  whereabouts  of  his  brother  in  New  York,  and  the 
alleged  suppression  of  such  information  as  he  had  is 
not  hor-ie  oui  by  the  evidence  or  the  report  of  the 
majority  of  the  committee,  as  it  appear?  that  Mr. 
Walker  communicated  with  the  prosecuting  officer 
of  the  County  of  Suffolk  in  relation  to  Mr.  Dorr.  No 
evidence  was  submitted  to  disprove  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Walker,  that  be  had  not  acted  as  counsel  for 
Dorr  from  the  time  he  became  a  Police  Commis 
sioner. 

It  anpeared  in  evidence  and  uncontradicted  that 
Mr.  Walker  upon  being  appointed  upon  the  Police 
Commission  made  an  agreement  with  Hon.  k*. 
Gay,  who  occupied  a  law  office  with  him,  that  while 
be  (Walker)  was  on  the  commission  no  criminal  cases 
should  be  received  in  the  office,  and  that  Mr.  Gay 
was  never  directly  or  indirect!;  to  appear  before  the 
commis  ion  in  any  Blatter,  and  that  the  agreement 
was  faithfully  carried  out.  This  action  of  Mr. 
Walker  goes  tar  to  contradict  anv  charge*  that  he 
remained  interested  in  the  case  of  Dorr. 

The  minority  of  the  committee,  therefore,  report 
that  under  the  ordei  referred  to  them,  they  find  no 
cause  tocompain  of  an?  act*  of  Mr.  Walker  enu- 
merated therein  or  covered  by  the  order,  that  the 
acts  enquired  into  were  in  the  main  such  as  fell  to 
his  duty  as  a  Police  Commissioner,  and  that  in  the 
Dorr  case  he  acted  honestly,  and  with  no  intention 
to  shield  Dorr  from  punishment,  and  that  no  action 
of  his  therein  can  be  construed  into  a  violation  of 
bis  duties  as  a  Police  Commissioner.  Therefore,  the 
minority  of  the  ot  the  committee  report  that  no  ac- 
tion is  necessary,  and  that  the  order  ought  not  to 
pass. 

Wm.  Woollky, 
M.  T.  Folan, 
John  H.  Fitzi-atkick. 


Ucder  the  communication  from  Col.  Henry 
Walker,  asking  tor  an  investigation  of  the  official 
acts  of  the  Police  Commission,  the  minority  report 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Walker  at  all  times  obeyed  the  call  of  the 
committee  to  be  present  at  the  hearings  when  re- 
quired, and  showed  a  willingness  to  aoswer  all  ques- 
tions which  might  be  asked  by  the  members  ot  the 
commitleo.  in  relation  to  the  acts  and  proceedings  of 
the  Commissioner,  and  showed  familiarity  with  the 
duties  and  requirements  of  his  position. 

The  claim  made  by  the  majority  leport  that  three 
classes  of  crime  quite  genetaily  exist  in  the  commu- 
nity; namely,  the  illegal  sale  of  liquor,  gambling, 
and  the  keeping  of  houses  of  ill-fame,  cannot  be  well 
doubted,  aod  the  fact  is  evident  also  that  such  evil3 
have  heretofore  existed,  and  in  the  judgment  of  the 
minority  of  the  committee  are  likely  still  to  exist  in 
such  a  large  city  as  Boston. 

Under  the  former  Commission,  when  Col.  Russell 
was  Chairman,  these  crimes  were  quite  general,  and 
if  the  number  of  gambliug  houses,  houses  of  ill- 
fame,  and  stores  where  liquor  is  illegally  sold,  has 
not  decreased  since  then,  it  is  evident  that  they  have 
not  increased. 

It  is  claimed  in  the  majority  report  that  Mr. 
Walker,  in  answer  to  enquiry  made  by  one  of  the 
committee,  stated  that  he  did  not  know  what  the 
common  report  in  relation  to  certain  houses  in  a 
street  in  this  city  was.  A  careful  reading  of  the  evi- 
dence will  sbow'that  the  statement  made  by  him  was 
that  he  did  not  have  such  evidence  as  would  convict 
parties  of  kcepiugsuch  places  in  violation  of  law. 

The  statement  of  the  citizen  who  came  before  the 
committee  was  in  effect  that  he  spoke  to  Mr.  Walker 
in  relation  to  the  locality  in  which  he  (the  citizen) 
lived,  and  complained  of  the  neighborhood;  that  this 
interview  took  place  upon  the  street;  that  Mr, 
Walker  desire*!  nun,  if  he  wished  to  speak  upon 
police  business,  to  call  at  the  Police  Commissioners 
office:  and  at  the  office  on  another  occasion  Mr. 
Walker  informed  him  that  the  matter  would  be  in- 
quired into;  that  time  was  necessary  to  perform  the 
duty,  etc.  The  citizen  further  -tate'd  that  the  neigh- 
borhood had  been  improved  in  some  respects,  and  is 
to  this  matter  the  minority  of  the  committee  believe 
that  Mr.  Walker  and  the  other  cemtuissioners  have 
not  been  remiss  in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 

It  is  true  that  all  men  who  believe  that  they  have 
been  treated  discourteously  magnify  the  ill-treatment 
that  they  believe  they  have  received,  and  it  is  submit- 
ted that  while  every  public  officer  should  treat  appli- 
cants for  information  and  complaints  courteously  ,tbat 
the  person  who  feels  himself  aggrieved  is  not  always 
a  fair  witness  and  likely  to  give  impartial  testimony. 
It  should  be  reim-moered  that  this  testimony  was 
given  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Walker,  and  that  he  has 
had  no  opportuuitt  to  admit  or  deny  the  allegations. 
In  relation  to  the  matter  of  the  hearing  of  the  com- 
plaint on  the  action  of  certain  police  officers  at 
Sharon,  it  appeared  that  it  became  necessary  to  sum- 
mon different  uieinhers  of  the  police  force  before  the 
Commissioners  for  identification,  and  that  the  com- 
plainant, chafing  at  the  necessary  delay,  refused  to 
proceed  further,  claiming  that  the  witnessea  could 
not  be  brouuht  to  apoear. 

Toe  minority  desire  to  place  in  a  proper  light  the 
answers  of  Mr.  Walker  to  questions  asked  him,  and 
from  which  answers  the  majority  und?rtake  to  draw 
conclusions  showing  that  tne  Chairman  of  tiie  Police 
Commission  was  uufamili  ir  with  his  duties  When- 
ever Mr.  Walker  was  interrogated  in  relation  to 
events,  figures,  dates  and  facts,  sonic  of  them  two 
years  old,  while  declining  to  put  himself  unon  the 
record  except  by  general  answers,  he  at  all  times  in- 
vited the  committee  to  examine  the  records  of  the 
Commis-iooers,  and  expressed  a  perfect  readiness  to 
furnish  such  iuformaiion  from  the  books  of  the  Com- 
mission. 

In  relation  to  the  mutter  of  granting  licenses  the 
minority  can  remember  no  proper  evidence  submit- 
ted which  showed  any  unfairness  in  the  matter.  The 
question  of  the  grantine  of  the  license  to  the  Briggs 
House,  and  whether  the  Commissioners  have  ex- 
ceeded their  powers  is  now  before  the  courts,  and 
presumably  will  be  decided  in  favor  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, and  to  the  minority  of  the  committee  a 
charge  that  the  Commissioners  had  failed  in  their 
duty  would  be  ill-timed  and  ill-advised  in  view  of 
these  circumstances,  and  in  the  event  of  a  decision 
supporting  the  action  of  the  Commissioners  there 
might  be  reason  to  doubt  the  judgment  on  law  ques- 
tions of  the  majority  of  th11  committee. 

As  to  the  sales  of  liquor  between  the  hours  of  12 
and  6  A.  M.,  and  on  Sundays,  a  careful  reading  of  the 
testimony  will  show  that  the  evidence  was  that  cer- 
tain places  were  open  between  such  hours  and  on 
Sundays.    All  hotels  are  by  law  allowed  to  remain 
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n])ni,  and  wliile  it  is  true  no  doubt  that  liquor  can  be 
purchased  at  such  times,  still  evidence  of  violation  or' 
law  sufficient  to  convict  offenders  cannot  always  be 
bad. 

While  the  committee  have  heard  a  mass  of  evi- 
dence, the  greater  part  of  which  would  not  be  ad- 
mitted in  any  court  of  justice  in  the  country;  while 
men  who  have  had  requests  re fused,  men  who  have 
hobbies,  men  whose  licenses  have  been  rejected,  aud 
in  fact  men  who  had  any  grievance  against  the  Com- 
missi ners,  have  been  permitted  to  testify  as  to  acts, 
conversations  with  third  persons,  and  matters  which 
could  not  be  properly  admitted,  the  minority  believe 
that. after  seven  months'  careful  hearing,  nothing  has 
been  found  to  warrant  any  complaint  against  the 
Chairman  or  either  member  or  the  Commission. 

The  orders  originally  introduced  by  a  member  of 
the  Council  were  based  upon  evidence  already  sub- 
mitted to  the  gentleman,  and  it  is  fair  to  say  that  his 
action  in  the  matter  must  have  been  ana  would  likely 
continue,  throughout  tue  hearing  to  be  prejuoiced 
against  the  members  of  the  commission  whose  acts 
he  was  to  judge. 

To  the  members  of  the  City  Council  it  is  on  ly  neces- 
sary to  call  attention  to  the  majority  report  of  the 
findings  of  the  committee,  and  to  the  recommenda- 
tions to  make  it  apparent  that  no  evidence  has  been 
submitted  which  calls  for  the  recommendations,  aud 
that  taking  into  accouut  the  time  spent  and  the 
thoroughness  of  the  investigation,  the  Commission- 
ers are  to  be  commended  that  so  little  which,  in  any 
manner,  is  discreditable  to  them  should  be  shown. 

The  minority  of  the  committee  believe  that  the 
Cha  rman  of  the  Police  Commission  has  shown  due 
diligence  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  and  a 
full  knowledge  of  the  requirements  of  his  position. 
And  the  undersigned  dissenting  fioni  the  report  of 
the  committee  recommend  that  no  action  is  neces- 
sary. 

The  minori  y  join  in  the  recommendation  of  the 
majority  in  relation  to  the  separation  of  the  duties  of 
Police  and  License  Cotumissfiners. 

Wm.  Woolley, 
John  B.  Fitzparick, 
Martin  T.  Folan. 

PO 
48  Poplar  Street,  Boston,  ( 

Wednesday  Evening,  Dec.  21, 1881.  j 
To  His  Honor  the  Mayor. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  please  inform  me  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Investigation 
of  Police  Commissioners  what  has  been  the  practice 
as  to  granting  leave  of  absence  to  commissioners 
and  heads  of  departments?  If  application  was  made 
by  Police  Commissioner  Thus.  J.  Gargau  for  leave 
of  absence,  and  if  you  granted  such  leave  of 
absence? 

Yours  very  truly, 

John  B.  Fitz Patrick. 
[2.] 
John  B.  Fitzpatrick,  E^q. 

Dear  Sir, — On  several  occasions  app'ications  have 
been  made  to  me  by  city  officials  for  leave  of  absence, 
whijh  have  been  granted,  although  I  do  not  find  any 
law  giving  me  authority  in  such  cases.  Understand- 
ing that  it  was  customary  for  the  executive  to  exer- 
cise such  powers  I  assumed  that  there  was  propriety 
in  doing  so. 

Mr.  Gargan  asked  permission  to  be  absent  at 
the  time  relerrea  to  by  you,  and  I  complied  with  his 
request,  as  he  was  ill. 

Frederick  O.  Prince. 
[3.] 
Boston,  Dec.  22d,188l. 
My  dear  Sir,— I  understand  that  your  medical  ad- 
viser deemed  it  necessary  for  the  recovery  of  your 
health  that  you  should  go  abroad;  that  as  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Police  Commissioner-  ,\ou  applied  to 
the   Mayor  for  l.ave   of  absence,  obtained  it,  and 
went  to  Mexico. 

I  cannot  doubt  that  you  were  rieht  in  applying  to 
the  Mayor,  or  that  he  was  authorized  to  grant  your 
request. 

Very  truly  you's, 

H.  W.  PAINE. 
Thomas  Gargnn,  Esq. 

The  majority  and  minority  reports  of  tihe  Commit- 
tee ot  Investigation  concerning  the  Police  Commis- 
sioners came  up  as  unfinished  business,  the  question 
being  on  the  acceptance  of  tne  majority  report. 

Mr.  Whi'inore  of  Ward  12— Is  this  the  paper  that 
comes  to  us  from  the  last  meeting? 

The  Presuent— The  paper  is  numbered  28  on  the 
calendar,  majority  and  minority  reports  of  tue  Com- 
mittee on  Investigation  concerning  the  Police  Com- 
missioners. 


Mr.  Whitoiore  of  Ward  12-  The  written  report? 

The  President — The  written  reoort. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  moved  the  reference 
of  the  subject  to  the  uextCity  Government. 

Mr.  Whitmore  o  Ward  12— I  wish,  m  defence  of 
my  motion,  merely  to  make  a  statement.  We  evi- 
dently ha^e  not  time  enougn  to  go  into  ibis  matter 
to-night.  1  do  not  think  anybody  wants  to  because 
the  matter  has  already  been  given  out  informally  to 
the  press,  and  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  have  the 
matter  as  now  printed  referred  to  the  next  City 
Government.  My  objection  at  the  last  meeting  was- 
that  we  had  not  then  time;  bat  as  the  report  has  got 
ipto  the  papers  it  will  be  better  to  have  it  printed  in 
full  and  1  will  not  only  move  that  it  he  referred  to 
the  next  City  Government,  but  that  it  be  printed.  I 
will  make  that  motion,  that  ootn  reports  be  printed 
and  referred  to  the  next  City  Government. 

Mr.  Gove  ot  Ward  1— I  don't  know  as  the  Ci  unci: 
cares  to  heai  anything  on  this  matter,  but  as  this 
is  the  last  opportunity  I  shall  have  to  speak 
in  this  chamber.  I  propose  'o  say  something. 
This  matter,  as  appears  from  the  reports  of  both  the 
minority  and  the  majority  has  been  considered  very 
carefully  by  the  committee,  and  there  has  been  a 
great  deal  of  time  given  co  it;  and  after  a  long  and 
careful  investigation  a  majority  of  the  committee 
has  reported  to  this  Council  that  the  three  Police 
Commissioners  ought  to  be  removed  from  office.  In 
order  to  be  pel feclly  clear  I  propose  to  address  my 
remarks  in  regard  to  the  report  tor  the  removal  of 
Mr.  Jones,  and  upon  that  matter  I  shall  occupy  but 
a  snort  time.  The  statute  creating  tliese  Commis- 
sioners and  the  ordinances  in  regard  co  tbem  describe 
what  the  duties  are  and  what  they  shall  and  sha  1 
not  do.  The  ordinance  prescribes  that  they  shall  not 
actively  engage  in  any  other  business.  Now  tuen,  it 
appears  from  the  testimony — and  the  only  testimony 
upon  that  point  was  from  Major  Jones  himself— that 
he  had  acted  as  Bail  Commissioner  in  some  600  and 
odd  cases,  receiving  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood 
of  $1200  for  such  services.  And  it  seemed  to  your 
committee  that  Mr.  Jones  had  violated  the  ordinance 
— that  he  oad  actively  engaged  in  other  business  than 
the  business  of  a  Police  Commissioner  in  violation 
of  the  o'din  .nee.  Furthermore,  your  committee 
find  that  he  did  it  knowingly;  for  the  testimony  be- 
fore the  committee  was  that  Mr.  Jones,  when  he  was 
appointed  to  the  short  term  in  18S0,  concluded  that 
if  he  was  appointed  for  the  long  term,  until  1881,  he 
would  then  give  up  his  bail  business  and  business  of 
Commissioner  of  Insolvency,  and  atiend  ti  the  Police 
Commission  business,  leaving  the  other  outside. 
That  shows  that  he  had  considered  the  ordinance, 
and  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  he  would  have 
no  right  to  act  as  Bail  Commissioner  in  the  number 
of  cases  in  which  he  was  acting,  and  also  remain  in 
the  office  of  Police  Commissioner.  He  having  con- 
sidered that  question,  as  is  shown  by  hi*  own  testi- 
mony, and  having  been  appointed  ami  continued  on 
the  18th  of  March  of  thi-  year  for  the  long  term, 
and  from  that  time  up  to  the  time  he  appeared  be- 
fore tne  committte  was  continuing  to  net  as  Bail 
Commissioner  ami  Commissioner  of  Insolvency  just 
the  same  as  he  had  been  prior  to  that  time,  shows 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  carry  out  his 
own  views  and  construction  of  the  ordinance  as  he 
had  given  it  before.  Now  then,  that  being  the  case, 
it  shows  a  want  of  fairness  on  Lis  own  part  towards 
the  public  and  towards  the  office  he  holds  of  a  Police 
Commissioner  ot  the  City  of  Bostor ;  and  it  seemed 
to  the  committee  and  to  me  that  he  ought  to  be  re- 
moved from  the  office.  In  the  minority  report  it  is 
said  that  he  has  not  neglected  the  duties  ot  his  office 
of  Police  Commissioner  iu  attending  to  this,  buil  busi- 
ness and  to  the  business  ot  Commissioner  of  Insol- 
vency. That  may  be  true.  True  or  not,  it  oon't 
make  any  difference.  Your  ordinance  prescribes  a 
certain  tiling,  and  here  is  a  party,  who  knowing  what 
the  ordinance  is,  wiltullv  goes  on  ami  violates  it. 
Theiefoie  he  makes  himself  amenable  to  this  Coun- 
cil anil  it  is  their  duty  to  do  what  they  think  is  right 
in  the  premi-"s,  and  do  it  under  and  according  to  the 
laws  before  [hem.  There  is  also  another  thing  that  is 
mentioned  in  the  report.  Your  committee  find  that 
the  two  offices  are  inc  unpatible;  that  a  person  who  is 
Ponce  Commissioner  of  tne  City  of  Boston  ought  not 
to  act  as  Bail  Commi'sionerand  be  receiving  fees  for 
such  services  from  the  very  party  whom  those  who 
are  under  him  arm  prosecuting  for  improper  and  il- 
legal ac  s.  And  wlien  we  say  that  we  do  not  mean  to 
say,  as  is  tin  own  outby  the  . Minority  report,  that  we 
believe  eich  and  every  police  officer  in  the  City  of 
Boston  to  be  a  corrupt  man,  nor  a  man  tnat  will  do 
that  which  is  wiong,  knowing  it  to  be  wrong;  but  we 
say  that  there  is  an  opportunity  ior  that  to  be  doue; 
that  all  men  are  human;  that  a  majority  of  men  in 
this  world  are  looking  for  that   which  will  support 
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them  ami  their  families  Unit  they  want  every  dollar 
Hint  'lu\  can  j;..-t.jf  the*  cap  get  it  honestly,  and  we 
Know  that  some  men  willever.  stretch  a  poiut  .to  get 
Hie  dollar.  1  bat  being  the  ca-e  we  say  that  the.  aiat- 
ter  ought  not  to  ue  placed  in  such  a  position  that 
temptation  can  tie  thrown  in  the  way  ot  any  of  the 
employees  of  the  City  ot  Boston.  Yon  would  not  do 
it  in  your  own  private  Dusiuess  <>1j<I  itseemsto  me  we 
hive  no  right  here  in  public  business  to  do  any  n.ore 
towards  thi  owing  temptation  in  the  way  of  those  who 
are  employed  bj  us  than  we  would  if  tbe.v  were  em- 
ployed by  us  individually.  Tbe  minority  of  the 
commiti  ee  have  seen  lit  to  use  substantially  these 
words' 

"The  question  submitted  to  the  City  Solicitor  in 
relation  to  the  acts  of  Mr.  -Jones  was  as  follows: 
■Ha-  a  Police  Commiftsiener  the  right,  under  tbe  or- 
dinauce,  etc.,  to  act  as  Bail  Commissioner  or  Coni- 
iui--ii  net  of  Insolvency,  or  engage  in  business  of 
any  kind  not  connected  with  the  ofiVe  of  Police 
Commissioner,  either  durbie' office  hours  or  at  any 
time,  tor  compensation?'  The  auswer  ot  the  City 
Solicitor  was  as  follows:  'The  ordinance  passed  June 
14, 1878,  provides  that  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
i  i  lice  I  ouimirBionera  shall  oevnte  their  time  to. 
the  duties  of  the  office  ami  shall  not  actively  engage 
in  any  other  business.'  As  a  fact,  showing  the  un- 
fair spirit  in  which  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee have  acted,  the  undersigned  refer  to  the 
garbled  statement  made  in  the  majority  report, 
at  the  close  of  which  it  is  stared,  in  a  manner 
to  cwni-)  the  impression  that  tbe  Solicitor  had  given 
the  opinion  'that  be  [Mr.  Jones]  could  not  properly 
act  as  Bail  Commissioner,  Commissioner  of  Insol- 
vency and  Police  Commissioner  at  the  same, time,' 
In  tact  no  such  opinion  was  ever  given  by  the 
'  iiy  Solicitor." 

I  do  not  know  that  the  majority  of  the  committee 
claim  that  [he  City  Solicitor  used  just  exactly  the 
hat  tne  minority  of  the-u  claim  ihat  we  used, 
hut  in  substance  and  in  effect  the  words  are  just 
thai.  The  ordinance  is  so  plain  that  it  seems  as  if 
even  a  child  could  understand  it.  It  you  can  make 
an  ordinance  any  plaiuci  than  that  I  should  like  to 
see  it  done.  Your  ordinance  savs  that  a  Police  Com- 
mission -hall  not  actively  engage  in  any  other  busi- 
ness.  .Nov,  then,  the  only  inference  that  we 
can  araw  from  that  is  that  a  man  in  that 
Office  shall  act  only  iu  bis  own  private  individual 
business  :e  much  as  e\er\  man  is  obliged  to  do.  He 
is  not  to  throw  out  his  shingle  and  go  into  tbe  mar- 
ker to  work,  keeping  his  former  business  that  has 
given  him  hi-  support  heretofore,  keeping  that  right 
along.  So  thai  it  must  mean  just  exactly  what  the 
majority  of  the  committee  claim  it  does  mean,  and 
that  .Mr.  .lone-  ha-  been  acting  ill  utter  vio.atiou  of 
the  ordinance  ot  the  city,  and  doing  it  knowingly. 
Lt  don't  seem  to  me  that  there  really  is  auy  neeu  of 
any  lengthy  discussion  upon  the  matter  of  Mr.  Jones. 
The  o  ly  testimony  that  we  introduce  here  or  tt.at 
ed  before  us  in  regard  to  Mr  Joues. 
own  statement,  and  upon  bis  own  testimony 
mmittee  find  he  had  none  that  which  be  ought 
do,  and  did  it  knowing!).  Therefore  the  only 
ion  we  could  come  to  is,  that  be  should  be  re- 
moved; for  when  a  man  wiltully  goes  ahead  and 
does  that  which  he  knows  he  ought  not  to  do,  tnen 
he  ought  lo  In-  placed  in  such  position  that  he  cannot 
do  ii  again. 

Then  next  comes  the  report  in  reference  to  the  re- 
moval ot  Mr  Gareao.  And  upon  that  matter  1  will 
state  the  saini  as  I  did  iu  reference  to  Mr. . Jones, 
that  the  only  testimony  tbe  committee  had  upon  that 
matter  was  the  testimony  that  we  got  from  Mr. 
Gargan  himself-  We  had  no  other  testimony,  we 
sought  none.  Mr.  Gargan  came  before  tbe  committee 
ana  stated  thai  in  the  winter  of  last  year,  by  reason 
01  overwork,  be  bail  become  substantially  prostrared, 
and  lo-  nervous  system  was  nearly  broken  down;  and 
bis  physician  told  uim  that  if  lie  did  not  leave  tue 
cny  an  •  go  into  a  warmer  climate  he  could  not  live. 
Thereupon  lie  wc.il  to  t'-e  Mayor,  presented  his 
certificate  from  hi-  physician,  and  the  Ma\oi  toulbirn 
be  might  go.  He  and  his  physician  consulted  together 
and  determined  upon  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas,  a*  i  eing 
tbe  proper  place  for  him.  After  that  time  there  was 
an  opportunity  tot  him  to  go  to  Mexico  to  do  some 
Lusiness  fur  a  railroad  company  and  they  pay  his  ex- 
;i-  was  -iiiied  ">y  him  before  the  committee. 
Thereupon  he  consulted  his  physician  again,  and  tbe 
physician  said  that  the  climate  of  Mexico  would  be 
as  beneficial  to  him,  probably,  as  that  of  Hot  Springs, 
Arkansas.  Thereupon  be  went  to  Mexico.  He.  re- 
av.ay  1  rum  the  (ity  of  Boston  three  months 
and  a  day,  according  to  his  statement,  which  un- 
doubtedly is  perfectly  true.  Tnen  he  returned.  Now 
then,  the  committee  requested  the  opinion  of  tbe 
.lienor,  Mr.  Healy,  upon  tbe  question  whether 


he  had  tbe  right  to  go  away  from  the  City  of  Boston 
without  the  consent  of  the  City  Council.  And  the 
City  Solicitor  g.ive  the  opinion  that  he  could  not 
absent  himself  from  tbe  citv  and  hts  dudes  without 
the  assent  of  the  City  Council  thereto.  I  believe 
there  is  no  question  but  what  the  decision  there  is 
positive.  I  guess  we  won't  have  any  squabole  over 
what  tbe  decision  of  the  City  Solicitor  was  in  that 
case.    But  the  minority  have  put  in  iheir  report  this: 

"The  majority  of  the  committee  slate  in  their  re- 
port 'tnat  a  person  who  wou.d  give  any  other 
construction  to  the  Statute  and  Ordinances  than 
the  one  given  by  tfe  city  Solicitor,  would 
be  incompetent  to  perform  the  ducies  attendant 
upon  the  office  of  a  Police  Commissioner  of  the  City 
of  Bos  on;  and  wi  b  an  due  deference  to  this  opin- 
ion of  the  legal  gentlemen  of  tbe  majority  of  tbe 
committee  the  minority  submit  that  tne  statement  of 
His  Honor  Mayor  Prince  that  he  believed  he  bad 
such  authority,  and  the  f  u.  ther  st;  tement  contained 
in  tbe  letter  marked  3,  fr  m  Hon.  Hen.y  W.  Paine, 
and  attached  hereto  '  " 

And  they  annex  to  their  report  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Paine,  which  is  as  follows: 

•'Boston,  Dec.  22d,  1881. 

My  dear  Sir,— I  unde-sttnd  that  your  medical  ad- 
viser deemed  it  necessary  for  the  recovery  ot  your 
health  that  you  should  go  abroad;  that  as  a  mevnl  er 
of  tbe  Board  ot  Police  Commis-ioners  you  applied 
lo  the  Major  for  leave  of  absence,  obtained  it,  and 
weut  to  Mexico. 

I  cannot  doubt  that  you  were  right  in  applying  to 
the  Mayor,  or  that  be  was  authorized  to  grant  your 
request.  Very  truly  yours, 

H.  vV.  Paine. 
Thomas  Gargan,  Esq." 

That  is  the    opinion  of   a  very   able   lawyer;  no 
question  about  bis  ability.    Then  we  have  just  before 
that  the  letter  from  the  Mayor  to  my  colleague  upon 
the  committee  which  i.-  as  follows: 
"Jobn  B.  Fit/.patrick,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir, — On  several  occasions  applications  have 
been  made  to  me  by  city  officials  for  leave  of  absence, 
which  have  been  granted,  although  I  do  not  find  any 
law  giving  me  authority  in  sucn  ca?es.  Understanding 
that  it  was  customary  for  the  Executive  to  exercise 
such  powers  I  assumed  that  there  was  propriety  in 
doing  so. 

Mr  Gargan  asked  permission  to  be  absent  at  the 
time  referred  to  by  you,  and  I  complied  with  bis  re- 
quest, as  he  was  ill. 

Frederick  O.  Prince." 

Now  then,  Mr.  Healy  has  been  City  Solicitor  of  tbe 
City  of  Boston.  I  believe  be  was  elected  before  I 
was  horn,  and  ne  has  remained  iu  the  employ  of  the 
city  as  its  legal  adviser  for  a  period  of  thirty  years. 
He  has  been  held  up  by  tins  Council  repeatedly  as 
good  authority  un  legal  questions.  He  has  tbe  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  the  courts.  He  has  been 
very  successful  as  a  lawyer,  and  his  opinions  upon 
legal  questions,  ami  especially  upon  the  construction 
ot  statutes  and  ordinances  bearing  upon  the  muni- 
cipal government  have  hem  held  in  high  regard  and 
have  neeu  taken  far  and  near  as  goco  authoriiy. 
And  with  all  due  respect  to  the  opinion  — if 
we  can  call  it  an  opinion—  of  tbe  Hon.  Henry 
W.  Paine,  1  submit  that  where  we  are  act- 
ing under  a  party  whom  we  have  elected  Corpor- 
ation Counsel,  he  i-  the  one  we  are  lo  follow  and 
not  somebody  else.  For  it  is  a  very  poor  client  that 
will  employ  a  lawyer  and  then  go  back  on  bis  ad- 
vice until  the  courts  have  said  that  his  lawyer  was 
wrong;  and  there  are  very  few  lawyers  'hat  I  know 
of  who  would  permit  a  client  of  theirs  to  remain 
their  client  after  they  had  been  to  him  and  consulied 
Dim  and  be  bad  aiven  them  his  advice  if  they  went 
and  acted  directly  contrary  to  it.  Therefore,  I  sub- 
mit that  the  opinion  of  the  City  Solicitor.  Mr. 
Healy,  is  the  one  for  us  to  act  under;  ir  i-  the  one 
which  the  people  of  tbe  City  of  Boston  expect  us  to 
act  under,  ai  d  he  has  given  us  his  opinion  upon  this 
subject.  Then,  u  order  that  1  may  say  one  word 
more  1  will  read  a  little  further  on,  here: 

"The  majority  of  tbe  committee  state  in  their  re- 
poit  that  a  person  who  would  give  any  other  con- 
struction to  the  Siatute  and  Ordinances  than  the  one 
given  by  the  Ci  y  Solicitor,  would  be  incompetent 
to  perform  lb  ■  dutie.-  atttndxnt  upon  the 
office  of  a  Police  Commissioner  of  the  (.'ity  of 
Boston,  and  with  all  oue  deference  to  this  opini<  n  of 
the  legal  gentleman  ot  tbe  majority  of  Hit  commit- 
tee, the  minority  submit  that  the  statement  of  His 
Honor  Mayor  Pi ioce  tnat  he  believed  he  bad  such 
authority,  and  the  further  statement  contained  in 
tbe  letter  marked  a  troui  Hon.  Henry  W.  Point  ,  and 
attached  hereto,  and  which  although  not  submitted 
to  the  committee,  is  or  value  as  an  auswer  to  the 
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opinion  of  the  legal  gentleman  of  the  majority  of  the 
coinuiittee,  would  go  far  to  disprove  the  statement 
that  unless  a  lawver  should  agree  with  the  opinions 
advanced  by  the  City  Solicitor  and  the  legal  genile- 
uian  of  the  majority  uE  the  Joint  Special  Committee 
on  Police  Investigation,  lie  is  uutit  for  the  position  of 
Police  Commissioner." 

I  always  feel  somewhat  iu  this  wav,  that  where  my 
poor  humble  miud  has  been  able  to  grasp  and  solve  a 
legal  question,  and  it  is  supported  by  such  able 
authority  as  the  City  Solicitor,  I  have  been  for- 
tunate. I  do  not  claim  to  be  the  Daniel 
Webster  or  the  Rufus  Cloate  of  any  bar,  and 
therefore  I  do  not  claim  to  have  any  legal  opinion. 
That  is  not  what  I  am  here  fur.  I  am  here  simply  to 
use  the  brains  that  have  been  given  to  me,  not  for 
myself,  but  in  the  employ  of  a  tutor  who  is  the  one 
to  give  opinions  aud  construe  the  statutes,  and  act 
under  his  advice.  Therefore,  I  believe  that  the 
chai  ges  tuat  have  been  made  have  been  provtn,  that 
Mr.  Gargan  left  the  City  of  Boston  without  authori- 
ty, that  he  remained  away  from  the  Cit>  of  Boston 
during  a  period  of  three  months,  two  months  of 
which  time  he  ought  to  have  been  here,  or  somebody 
ought  to  have  been  here  to  have  taken  his  place;  be- 
cause from  the  first  of  May  until  the  first  of  July  is 
the  busiest  time  that  that  department  of  the  City 
Government  has.  That  is  the  time  when  they  are 
needec;  that  is  the  time  wntn  the  petitions  for 
licenses  are  being  sent  in,  and  the  people  should 
have  the  right  to  have  their  licenses  attended  to  at 
the  very  earliest  moment,  so  that  they  can  go 
on  and  transact  their  business  in  a  proper 
and  legal  manner,  and  not  be  left  iu  a 
positioo.  where  the  minions  of  the  law  have 
the  right  to  fall  down  upon  them  and  take  them  in 
and  have  them  before  the  court*.  That  was  the  cace 
this  year  with  our  Police  Department.  1  have  the 
greatest  sympathy  with  .Mr.  Uargau,  owing  to  his  ill- 
ness; but  because  he  was  ill  is  no  reason  why  he 
should  allow  his  illness  to  interfere  with  the  proper 
progress  of  the  Police  Department  of  the  City  of 
Boston  and  the  licenses  under  it.  Furthermore,  the 
Police  Commissioners  have  charge  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  men;  their  organization  is  somewhat  of  a  mil- 
itary organization;  they  have  got  tc  keep  their  men 
as  stiictly  uuder  authority  as  a  military  organization 
canbekeut;  and  chat  being  the  case,  he  who  is  at 
the  head  ought  not  to  be  dealt  witD  any  more  leni- 
ently than  those  who  are  under  him  when  he  breaks 
over  the  ruleB  and  the  laws  which  govern  him.  And 
I  will  guarantee  that  if  a  single  member  of 
the  Police  Department  had  done  a*  he  did, 
a  notice  would  have  been  sent  to  him  before 
he  returned  that  he  had  been  removed  from 
the  police  force;  and  I  think  that  we  who 
are  over  Mr.  Gargan  should  use  him  the  same  as  lie 
would  use  others,  in  order  toat  when  he  attempts  to 
enforce  his  rules  and  his  laws  his  inferior  officers 
shall  not  look  upon  him  with  disgust  and  say  thai  he 
will  break  laws,  whereas  he  will  punish  us  if  we  do 
not  keep  them.  Now,  then,  to  go  to  the  matter  of 
Mr.  Walker. 

Mr.  Gove's  time  having  e:>pired,  it  was  extended 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  of  Ward  21. 

Mr.  Gove — f  thank  the  gentlemen  of  the  Council. 
I  shall  not  have  to  trouble  them  next  year.  Now, 
to  eon.e  to  the  matter  of  Mr.  Walker.  On  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Walker,  and  various  ways  of  in  forma- 
tion,' it  was  found  that  Mr.  Walker  had  been  appear- 
ing in  the  courts;  that  he  did  appear  iu  the  case  that 
was  specially  brought  up  against  him  by  the  original 
order,  but  that  he  should  be  commended  for  his  acts 
in  that  case,  as  he  was  doing  it  in  tne  line  ol  his  de- 
partment, aud  for  the  purpose  of  ferreting  out  crime 
which  he  supposed  existed,  of  a  very  grave  nature. 
The  committee  also  found  that  he  appeared  in  the 
courts  tor  police  officers  who  had  been  sued  for 
acts  done  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  which 
they  supposed  to  be  legal.  Mr.  Walker  appeared 
for  them  simply  of  recoid,  and  not  to  try  the  cases, 
thereby  saving  the  officers  some  considerable  ex- 
pense; and  for  that  the  majority  recommend  thai  he 
be  commended.  But  your  committee  found  that  in 
October  Mr.  Walker  sent  a  letter  aud  telegram  to 
New  York  to  one  James  Dorr  who  had  a  case  pend- 
ing in  the  Superior  Court  of  this  country  for  civil 
business  against  one  Read,  I  think  the  name  was; 
that  the  suit  was  originally  brought  iu  the  Municipal 
Civil  Court,  and  there  Mr.  Walker  tried  it;  that 
after  it  got  up  into  the  Superior  Court  Mr.  Dorr  was 
unfortunately  convictei  of  a  crime  and  served  a 
term  in  the  House  of  Correction;  that  when  Mr. 
Dorr  came  out  he  went  into  the  liquor  business  here 
in  Boston;  tliat  be  commenced  the  sale  of  liquor 
without  a  licence  and  was  seized  once,  taken  into 
court,  convicted,  and  that  he  appealed;  that  after 
that  he  continued  „d   in  the  same  business  and  was 


seized  again;  that  there  was  a  warrant  issued 
against  him  for  his  illegal  act,  and  during  the 
pending  of  this  suit  in  the  upper  court  this 
other  warrant  was  issued;  that  thereupon  Mr.  Dorr 
left  the  Staieand  wert  to  New  Vork,  remained  there 
up  to  the  time,  I  think  it  was  either  the  first  or  sec- 
ond day  of  November  last;  that  ju't  prior  to  Uiat 
da'e  there  were  a  letter  and  telegram  sent  from  Bos- 
ton by  Mr.  Walker  to  James  Dorr  in  New  York,  in 
care  of  nis  brotuer  in  Maiden  Jane,  notifying  him 
that  this  civil  case  was  coming  up,  and  informing 
him  that  he  (Mr.  Walker;  bad  been  to  the  District 
Attorney,  who  would  let  him  come  on  without  ar- 
resting him,  but  that  he  would  have  to  look  after  his 
bondsmen.  Your  committee  found  that  Mr.  Walker, 
from  these  various  circumstauc  s,  was  sufficiently  ac- 
quainted with  the  place  where  Mr.  Dot  was  ouring 
all  this  time,  so  that  if  he  had  been  carrying  out  the 
business  of  his  office,  to  arrest  those  who  are  com- 
mitting illegal  acts,  and  have  them  brought  be- 
fore the  courts,  where  thej  are  to  be  dealt  with  ac- 
cording to  the  statutes, he  wbuldhavesent  or  in  tormed 
some  of  his  officers,  so  that  they  might  have  go'  Mr. 
Dorr  and  returned  him  to  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
Commonwealth.  Your  committee  believe  that  that 
must  be  the  fact.  Now  then,  tins  question  arises: 
Here  is  a  persou  at  the  heal  of  your  Police  Depart- 
ment, bound  to  see  that  the  laws  are  enforced— that 
is  what  he  is  put  there  for;  that  is  for  whathe  is  fur- 
nished by  the  City  of  Boston  with  a  large  sum  of 
money  every  year  to  expend  in  the  employment  of 
men  to  carry  on  that  business,  and  he,  right  in  the 
very  time  when  he  is  at  the  bead  of  youi  depart- 
ment, is  assisting  a  fugitive  from  the  courts  of  this 
Commonwealth  to  come  here  and  try  a  case,  getting 
him  relieved  from  arrest  while  he  is  here.  Is  that  a 
proper  way  to  transact  the  business  of  your  Police 
Department?  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  member  of 
this  Council,  if  he  was  chairman  of  that  Board 
of  Police  Commissioners,  who  would  do  it. 
The  rules  of  that  department  prescribe  that 
no  member  of  the  police  force  shall  communicate 
to  any  person  any  information  which  may  enable 
persons  to  escape  from  arrest  or  punisbme  t,  or  to 
secure  goods  or  valuable  things  stolen,  or  otherwise 
unlawfully  obtained.  Here  is  a  man  who  promul- 
gated a  rule  tor  the  men  under  him  to  go  by:"  he  pre- 
scribes that  they  shall  not  do  that  which  he  himself 
has  just  done.  If  he  has  the  right  to  do  it  m  that 
case,  why  should  not  the  police  officers  have  the  right 
to  do  it  in  any  case?  It  seemed  to  me  from  the  very 
start  it;  that  case,  that  Mr.  Walker  had  done  that 
which  he  had  not  only  ought  not  to  have  done,  but 
what  is  entirely  contrary  to  the  very  essence  of  the 
object  of  the  department  and  what  it  was  formed  for. 
Where  a  party  does  such  a  thing  as  that,  the  only 
thing  to  do  is  simply  to  remove  him  from  office. 
He  ought  not  to  be  hi  a  place  where  has  the 
opportunity  to  do  it  again.  It  is  said  by  a 
g^eat  many  that  this  illegal  sale  of  liquor  is 
a  small  and  petty  thing,  and  don't  amount  to 
anything,  and  that  people  ought  not  to  take  much 
cognizance  of  it.  That  may  be  true.  But  as  a  mat- 
ter of  tact  the  law  exists  on  the  statute  books.  If 
the  law  is  wrong,  then  by  the  enforcement  of  it,  it 
will  be  changed  and  placed  where  it  is  right.  But  so 
loug  as  the  law  remains  upon  the  st,tutebook,  so 
long.is  it  Mr.  Walker's  duty  to  see  that  that  law  is 
enforced,  that  parties  who  violate  it  shall  be  brought 
before  the  courts,  and  justice  dealt  out  to  them  in 
accordance  with  the  statutes.  Now  then,  we  come 
to  the  next  point,  which  is  Mr.  Walker's  own  peti- 
tion for  an  investigation.  Upon  that  matter  your 
committee  took  as  broad  a  scope  as  the  communica- 
tion gave,  and  went  into  the  whole  merits  of  the 
question.  They  found  that  Mr.  Walker  has  not 
acted  for  the  best  interests  of  the  City  of  Boston: 
that  he  has  not  attempted  to  have  the  laws  en- 
forced; that  he  does  not  attempt  to  learn  whether 
thev  are  enforced  or  not;  that  when  complaiuts 
are  made  to  him  of  the  breaking  of  the  laws  he  does 
not  endeavor  to  stop  it;  that  he  does  not  try  to  have 
the  members  of  the  department  carry  out  the  role  as 
laid  down  by  the  board.  Your  committee  further 
find  that  Mr.  Walker  has  not  in  this  investigation 
shown  that  knowledge  of  the  needs  of  the  Police 
Department  that  a  person  who  is  at  its  uead  ought  to 
have.  Now  then,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
the  majority  of  the  committ  e  are  not  a  set  of  block- 
heads, and  are  supported  by  the  press  in  this  matter. 
I  will  take  the  li  lerty  of  reading  a  little  piece  that 
came  out  in  the  Daily  Advertiser  Aug.  15th  of  this 
year: 

"The  Police  Commissioners  publish  a  broadside  in 
one  of  the  Sunday  papers  in  reply  to  the  statement 
of  R.  T.  Paine,  Jr.,  at  the  meeting  of  the  conference 
of  charities,  to  the  effect  that  the  police  were  re- 
strained from  enforcing  the  license  law  through  fear 
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of  givinsr  offence  ut  headquarters.  Tbe  ease  cited 
was  thai,  of  an  officer  on   Churdon  street  -oon 

alter  intertenng  with  a  duuce-ha.ll  and  drinking- 
-aloon  known  as  Gray's  Opera  House  was  trans- 
ferred without  known  cause  to  a  more  distant  and 
less  desirable  beat.  Mr.  1'aine's  inference,  ba-cd 
upoti  such  informal  ion  as  he  could  obtain,  w  s  that 
the  transfer  of  the  officer  was  in  the  nature  of  a 
punishment  tor  doing  his  duty.  This  statement 
the  Commissioners  pronounce  '  absolutely  and 
unqualifiedly  untrue  m  every  respect,'  and  they 
publish  the  sworn  testimony  of  Mr.  Clark,  tbe  officer 
referred  to,  and  several  other  members  of  the  police, 
to  the  effect  that  tbey  had  not  authorized  such  a 
statement,  and  that  ihey  never  heard  that  the  force 
were  liable  to  punishment  for  doing  their  duty.  This 
i»  Oie  substance  of  ihe  broadside.  The  commissioners 
close  their  reply  with  tbe  statement  that  tbey  have 
faithfully  endeavored  to  enforce  the  laws,— tbe  law 
relating  to  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  well  as 
the  others.  For  the  obvious  failure  of  Ihcir  efforts 
to  keep  the  traffic  within  legal  limits,  they  have  a 
ready  excuse  in  the  difficulty  of  obtaining;  evi- 
dence, or  of  enforcing  licenses,  without  inter- 
fering wiih  ot'.er  valuable  tights.  They  cannot 
expect  that  such  an  excu-e  will  be  satisfactory 
to  ibose  who  have  to  deal  directly  with  the  appalling 
consequences  of  the  traffic.  Whether  Mr.  Paine's 
information  in  regard  to  Officer  Clark  was  entirely 
accurate  or  not,  the  more  important  fact  is  unques- 
tioned, that  the  law  Is  not  enforced;  ana  the  Police 
Commissioners,  instead  of  giving  tbeir  aid  to  the  dis- 
interested men  and  women  who  are  Tying  to  do 
something  for  the  good  of  the  city  in  this  direction, 
serin  to  consider  ever  a  respectful  petition  as  on  in- 
vasion of  their  dignity.  Is  it  necessary  to  go  into 
details'?  Here  is  one  taken  at  random  lrom  the 
Gazette  of  >esterday  morning: 

•The  condition  of  the  South  Cove  district  is  rapid- 
ly becoming — or,  rather,  perhaps,  has  already  be- 
come— a  crying  evil.  No  observing  and  thoughtful 
ferson  can  walk  through  tue  streets  in  ihe  vicinity 
of  the  Old  Colony,  New  York  <£  New  England  and 
Boston  &  Albany  depots  withou'  being  vividly  im- 
pressed by  the  fact  thai,  the  locality  is  fast  degener- 
ating into  a  condition  compared  with  which  the  old 
Five  Points  of  New  York  citv,  as  it  used  to  be  In  its 
worst  days,  would  not  suffer  m  reputation.  Prob- 
ably more  of  crime  and  iicgradation  ot  all  kinds 
centres  in  this  thau  iu  any  other  section  of  the  city. 
There  are  streets  here  through  which  it  is  almost  im- 
possible lor  ladies  and  gentlemen  to  pais,  at  any  hour 
of  the  ciay,  v. ithout  meeting  with  insult,  if  not  more 
serious  trouble 

■As  for  the  drunkenness,  fighting  and  other 
vices  of  the  denizens  of  these  places,  the  amount 
surpasses  belief,  and  a  great  deal  ol  it  is  daily 
and  hourly  fliuuted  in  the  faces  of  those  who 
pass.  A  few  Sundays  ago  the  whole  afternoon 
wa.  made  hideous  with  the  drunken  orgies  in  and 
about  the  famous— no;  the  infamous— "Crystal  Pal- 
ace,'' on  Lincoln  street.  An  old  bag,  crazed  with 
liquor  almost  to  ihe  stages  of  delirium  tremens,  dis- 
p..rteii  herself  on  the  balcony  of  the  building  hour 
alter  hour,  dancing  and  curs.ug,  filling  the  air  with 
horrilne  profanity  and  obscenity,  and  haranguing 
tbe  crown  which  filled  tbe  street  to  listen  to  her  rav- 
iiiKS.  A  tbou-and  people  uathered  to  see  and  to 
hear,  and  among  them  wire  scores  of  little  children. 
Oh,  it  was  a  rich  Sabbath  afternoon  treat  lor  those 
boys  and  girls! 

'Complaints  have  been  made  time  and  time  again 
to  the  Police  Commissioners  and  to  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Police,  but  to  no  avail.  Things  seem  to  grow 
worse  instead  of  hett'r.  The  officers  say  that  it  is 
u-ek-ss  to  interfere  because  the  courts  will  not  or 
cannot  convict  the  parties  arrested;  and  so,  tailing 
baek  on  that  excuse,  they  do  little  or  nothing.  But 
somebody  is,  to  blame— real-estate  owner.-,  police  or 
couris.     Widen  is  it?' 

"Statements  like  these  are  not  made  without  cause. 
The  petitions  representing  every  organized  charity  in 
Boston,  lately  presented  u  the  Police  Commission, 
were  not  an  outbreak  of  ni-re  sentiment.  Thev  rep- 
resent the  purpose  and  conviction  of  intelligent  and 
right-minded  men  and  womel  without  number,  who 
have  seen  the  crime  u.id  misery  ihc.v  complain  of, 
and  who  know  that  there  isareiu-dy.il  those  who 
have  then  iwer,  had  aNo  tie  will  to  enforce  it." 

That,  Mr.  President,  is  from  one  of  the  tnoit  con- 
servative papers  in  the  City  of  Boston.  Undoubt- 
edly before  ihey  put  that  iuio  their  paper  they  had 
given  that  question  a  great  deal  o<  consideration. 
They  knew,  as  well  as  the  ommittec  and  every  mem- 
ber of  this  Council  know,  that  yon  Can  stai  t  from  one 
end  of  the  citv  uu  a  Sunday  morning,  and  go  to  the 
other  end,  and  >eu  will  pass  by  hundreds 
and   hundreds   of   placet    where   you   cau  see  that 


thev  are  absolutely,  wilfully,  and  openly  violating 
the  laws  of  this  State,  and  that  not  one  thing  is  done 
to  stop  the  work.  Now  then,  I  am  not  a  reformer. 
I  am  not  much  of  a  Christian  uuiu,as  the  uncbris- 
tianhke  remark  of  tbe  miuority  of  the  committee 
would  suggest,  iiut  1  believe  thai  where  we  employ 
men  to  be  at  the  head  ot  the  department,  whose  du'y 
it  is  to  suppress  crime,  and  to  take  those  who  violate 
the  laws  i-nd  bring  them  before  the1  courts  where  they 
will  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  l,iw,  we  should 
make  them  do  it,  or  else  remove  them.  What  is  the 
use  of  any  boy's  plav  about  it?  When  people  say 
that  because  they  cannot  get  evidence  to  convict 
parties  they  must  let  the  thing  go  on,  I  say  tha:  such 
peop.e  have  no  right  to  sit  in  the  positions  in  which 
they  are  placed;  they  are  unfit  for  them,  and  ought 
not  to  remain  there,  and  the  quicker  the*  are  re- 
moved the  better  it  is  for  the  Ciiy  of  Brston,  and 
each  arid  every  person  in  it;  that  they  ought  to  have 
been  removed  before;  that  they  were  never  fit  to  be 
there,  and  it  is  a  pity  and  a  shame  that  tuey  have  not 
been  removed  before.  You  mav  take  any  class  of 
crime  that  you  have  a  mind  to,  you  will  find  it  as 
openly  carried  on  in  the  City  of  Bostou  as  you  would 
see  it  in  the  old  Five  Points,  spoken  ot  in  the  Adver- 
tiser, years  ago.  I  have  travelled  around  this  town 
some  invselt  and  seen  what  there  is  here.  1  have  'oeen 
throuHh  it  late  at  night  and  in  tbe  day-time.  There  is 
not  a  single  person  in  this  chamber  but  knows  that 
he  can  start  from  here  at  mi. might  to-night  and  go 
to  a  hundred  different  places  where  the  laws  are 
openly  violated,  and  the  police  officers  know  it  and 
there  isn't  one  single  thing  done  to  stop  it.  Good 
God,  if  we  are  to  d„  that  we  might  just  as  well  throw 
the  police  away  and  let  each  man  act  as  his  own  pro- 
tector. Now  then,  you|may  take  another  class  of  crime 
Your  committee  found  that  there  were  three  classes 
of  crime  carried  on  openly  in  the  City  of  Boston. 
Forinstance,  gambling;  there  are  places  in  this  city 
that  have  been  openly  doing  buaiuess  for  tbe  last 
tw-  lve  or  fourteen  years;  not  a  single  raid  upon 
them,  and  no  attempt  made  to  stop  them.  Why  is 
it?  Why  19  it?  I  would  not  be  afraid  to  wa^er  any 
sum  of  money  I  could  possibly  rak-?  or  scrape,  but 
what  every  one  of  them  could  be  ctosen  up 
and  the  people  of  Boston  made  better  by  reason 
of  it.  Go  right  down  here  in  one  section  of  the 
city.  A  gentleman  appeared  before  this  committee, 
one  ot  our  citizens,  and  a  good  man  too— a  man 
whom  a  good  many  of  you  know— who  is  act:t)g  as 
agent  for  the  owners  of  some  property  d"wn  rhere. 
He  stated  that  places  for  all  three  of  the«>  classes  of 
crime  had  existed  there  for  years,  that  the  place  had 
been  substantially  given  up  to  it,  that  he  bad  tried 
to  get  the  police  to  assist  lum  in  breaking  up  those 
nests  of  crime  and  having  the  place  made  good  and 
ihe  vicious  people  removed,  but  be  could  not  get 
any  assistance.  He  finally  concluded  he  would  take 
the  bud  by  the  horns,  and  move  in  there  himself. 
He  did  so  and  is  living  there,  and  to-,lav  you  can  go 
through  there  almost  »uy  hour  of  the  day  or  night 
and  not  be  insulted  as  you  would  have  been  iwo 
years  ago.  You  do  not  find  the  girls  flitting  on  the 
steps  ready  to  pull  young  men  iu.  You  do  not  find 
those  sur.kers  waiting  around  ready  to  pull  a  ]  oung 
man  in  and  skin  him.  He  said  he  was  going  to  have 
that,  place  made  so  that  decent  people  could  go 
th'ie.  That  he  was  going  to  have  those  bad  places 
removed  and  he  ha.i  moved  in  there  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  testimony  so  that  he  could  testify  in 
court  against  those  places.  Now,  the  ,  if  one  m^n 
can  do  that,  with  himself  alone  to  do  ihe  work, 
what  can  three  men  at  the  head  of  nine  hundred 
others  do  with  the  power  and  wealth  of  the  city  of 
Boston  to  back  them?  We  have  a  right  to  demand 
thai  they  shall  go  ahead  and  attend  to  this  business, 
see  that,  these  place- are  closed  up,  and  when  they 
don't  do  it,  and  when  such  'acts  appear  as  this  citi- 
zen speaks  of,  we  have  a  right  to  sav,  Col.  Walker, 
you  have  not  done  your  duty.  You  ,have.  not  done 
what  you  could  have  done.  You  have  not  done  what 
you  ought  to  have  done,  and  yo*i  ought  to  be  re- 
moved. Now,  then,  Col.  Walker  himself  passes  right 
by  that  place  every  day  of  his  life  and  said  so  before 
the  committee.  He  said  he  could  not  tell  what  was 
done  there.  Tbe  coununtee  knew  what  the  street 
report  wa?,  and  witnesses  confirmed  the  report  of 
the  street.  But  here  was  he  who  had  been  passing 
by  there  for  years,  and  he  could  nnt  tell.  Well,  now 
where  a  man  is  iu  such  a  position  as  that,  at  the  head 
of  the  Police  Department,  supposed  to  have  intelli- 
gence enough  to  perceive  what  is  being  earned  on  in 
a  street  which  he  passes  day  after  day,  and  seeing  what 
is  rhere,  and  he  says  he  cannot  cell  what  is  being  done 
there,  1  say  that  man  has  not  shown  sufficient  intelli- 
gence to  be  Chairman  ot  the  Police  Commission. 
We  do  not  want  such  a  man  there.  A  man  who  has 
not  intelligence  enough  to  know  what  is  going  on, 
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by  the  looks  of  the  craft  taat  float  around  in  that 
neighborhood, is  not  a  proper  person  to  be  Chairman 
of  tin.  Police  Commission.  Sow  let  us  see  whether 
I  am  supported  by  the  press  in  anything  ot  that  kind. 
Here  is  a  piece  that  appeared  in  the  Globe  of  Sep- 
tember 29th.  It  is  headed  "The  Mirror  ot  City  Life." 
[Reading]: 

"Gambling  is  supposed  to  be  prohibited  in  this 
virtuous  bailiwick  aud  it  is  a  fom1  delusion  oE  the 
truly  aood  that  cue  tiger  maketh  not  his  lair  in  these 
puritanical  jungles.  The  police  and  the  uieu  about 
town  know  be'ter.  They  Know  the  festive  faro 
dealer  rattletu  the  chips  in  divers  places,  even  within 
hejring  distance  of  the  State  House,  and  that  the 
city  is  lull  of  games,  some  square  and  the  majority 
of  the  variety  known  as  -brace.'  These  games  are 
patronized  by  all  sorts  of  people,  from  the  high- 
toued  gentleuan  of  Beacon  hill  down  to  the  impe- 
cunious clerk  and  the  Howard-street  loafer,  and  they 
are  more  dangerous  than  tbe  open  and  public  games 
that  are  features  of  Western  towns.    A  man  cannot, 

Elay  very  often  at  an  open  game  without  the  fact 
ecommg  geuerally  known,  and  if  he  is  a  clerk  his 
employer  very  soon  knows  his  habits  and  the  extent 
of  his  playing,  but  the  illegal  and  surreptitious  fame 
can  be  'bucked  at'  on  the  quiet  for  a  long  time, 
and  large  sums  of  money  lost  to  the  lank,  without 
any  oue  who  ousht  to  know  being  any  the  wiser. 
The  element  of  secrecy  al<o  has  its  charms  for  the 
unsophisticated  youth,  and  the  spice  of  danger  in 
violating  the  law  may  net  be  without  effect.  Young 
clerks  with  desires  and  tastes  inconsistent  with  their 
salaries  are  easily  induced  to  believe  that  the  star- 
route  t'>  comoarative  affluence  and  good  cigars  lies 
through  the  lair  of  the  tiger,  and  that  faro  banks  are 
established  and  carried  on  purely  upon  a  benevolent 
basis,  a'-d  for  the  sole  pu.  pose  ot  affording  outsiders 
an  opportunity  to  acquire  sudden  wealth.  The  man 
who  plays  against  a  faro  bank  with  any  other  object 
in  view  than  to  lose  his  money  in  an  interesting  and 
exciting  way  is  either  very  simple  or  he  is  a  crank 
with  a  'system,'  which  amounts  to  the  same  thing, 
practically,  yet  clerks  will  anxiously  seek  an  intro- 
duction to  the  suave  gentleman  who  conduct  these 
eleemosynary  institutions,  think  themselves  greatly 
favored  if  t  ey  succeed  in  getting  upon  such  terms 
of  intimacy  with  the  man  at  the  slide  as  will  ensure 
their  admittance  to  the  'club  room,'  and  imagine 
themselves  let  in  on  a  good  thing,  when  they  see 
tneir  first  five-dollar  stack  of  chips  swept  .leftly 
from  the  ace,  three  time  loser,  into  the  drawer. 
They  plav  of  their  own  money  and  pass  their 
salaries  over  to  the  gentlemanly  dealer,  and 
then  they  see  that  they  ought  to  have  coppered  the 
king  instead  ot  playing  it  straight  up,  taking  in  the 
tray,  and  having  laid  out  a  very  beautiful  post  mor- 
tem deal  to  win  from  soda  to  bock,  they  take  a  little 
money  out  of  the  cash  box  to  retrieve  their  fortunes. 
Faro  has  its  fascinations— no  douot  about  tha*.  The 
dealer  and  the  cioitalist,  who  backs  the  game  and 
gets  big  interest  on  h'S  money,  find  the  game  very 
pleasant,  and  the  man  who  loses  can  alwavssee  where 
he  might  have  won  by  calling  the  turn,  and  finds  fas- 
cination in  trying  it  again.  Sometimes  the  poor  clerk 
finds  himself  in  debt  to  his  employer  to  a  very  uncom- 
fortable extent,  and  if  he  has  been  sharp  enough  to 
get  a  few  points  on  the  keepers  of  the  game  he  may 
induce  tnera  to  return  some  of  the  money  to  avoid 
prosecution.  But  as  a  rule  ihe  loser  gets  nothing 
back,  and  of  the  hundreds  who  go  broke  against 
tbe  bank,  very  tew  are  heard  of  in  the  courts, 
some  employers  might  have  been  edified  an  J  in- 
sttucted  bj  spending  an  hour  in  the  Municipal  Court 
yesterday,  while  Leander  A.  Willis  and  Henry 
Cameron  were  being  examined  on  charges  of 
keeping  a  gau>lng-hou«e  and  winning  money  at 
the  game.  The  complainant  was  Henry  Morris,  a 
young  man  who  ecently  got  into  trouble  by  taking 
some  diamonds  from  the  firm  of  jewellers  by  whom 
was  employed.  The  witnesses  were  four  or  five 
young  men,  evidently  clerks,  aud  all  of  them  testi- 
fied to  having  lost  various  sums  to  the  bank  run  by 
the  defendants  at  32  Harrison  avenue.  Morris 
swore  to  the  loss  of  between  $51)0  and  .ffiOOO  since  June 
last,  and  apparently  he  left  withemnty  pockets  every 
time  he  visited  the  place.  Whether  he  took  the  dia- 
monds to  raise  more  funds  for  the  ctiaritible  insti- 
tution at  32  Karrisoa  avenue  is  a  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject that  the  court  ruled  out,  but  the  probabilities 
are  that  faro  had  something  to  do  with  his  financial 
troubles  that  involved  his  employers." 

Now  then  you  see  some  people  are  able  to  learn 
something  in  reference  to  this;  that  this  style  of 
business  is  well  known  in  the  community,  not  onlv 
to  these  poor  creatures  who  get  into  their  hands, 
but  also  to  the  police  and  the  public  at  large.  I  am 
free  to  say  that  at  every  one  ot  the  police  stations  In 
the  city  proper  they  can  point  out  all  the   way  from 


five  to  a  dozen  gambling  places  upon  their  districts.' 
I  think  there  have  not  Been  but  rive  raids  made  in 
the  whole  ci-y  of  Boston  within  a  year  and  a  half, 
and  at  no  time  has  anybody  been  convicted.  They 
would  get  in  and  secure  a  lay-out,  but  it  was  said 
before  trie  committee  that  it  was  a  cheap  lay-out — 
that  they  Btruck  into  a  cheap  place.  They  did  not 
go  where  parties  nave  told  me  to-night,  since  I  came 
into  this  chamber,  to  a  place  where  it  cost  a 
large  sum  of  money  within  a  short  time  to  tit  it 
up,  and  to-day  they  arc  openly  doing  business 
there.  Those  places  we  always  h«ve  in  this  city  It 
is  a  peculiar  thirg.  Why  it  is  so  I  cannot  see.  That 
did  noi  apDear  before  the  committee,  but  it  did  ap- 
pear that  there  are  these  various  places,  that  tbey 
are  known  to  the  poliee,  that  no  raids  are  made  upon. 
them  and  no  orders  given  for  raids.  It  further  ap- 
peal ed  before  the  committee  that  no  special  orders 
are  given  by  the  commissioners  except  where  they 
are  otlicially  notified,  and  from  iniormation  that  we 
could  get  it  seems  as  thougn  notice  must  be  sent  to 
the  commissioners'  office.  You  might  see  one  of  the 
commissioners  on  the  street  and  teli  him  there  was  a 
large  gambl Lug  house  at  a  certaiu  point  where  they 
are  doing  a  large  business,  and  you  would  be  told 
that  that  was  not  an  official  notification,  that  you 
had  got  to  go  to  the  office  of  the  board.  I 
do  not  knew  what  tbey  are  fox.  It  they  are 
not  to  take  cognizance  of  crime,  we  i  oo't  want 
them  there;  they  are  not  the  proper  persons  to 
be  there.  There  was  another  subject  that  came 
before  the  committee,  and  the  committee  knew  it 
pretty  well,  becaust  one  of  their  memoers  made  a 
comp'aint  to  Mr.  Walker  at  one  meetiug,  or  at  least 
spoke  at  several  meetings,  in  regard  to  the  matter 
which  he  had  complained  of,  on  account  of  the  ar- 
duous and  unseemly  condact  of  certain  members  of 
the  police  at  a  hotel  in  Sharon  where  he  was  stop- 
ping this  last  summer.  Colonel  Walker  was  notified 
in  regard  to  the  matter  by  Alderman  Hersey  in  the 
early  part  of  July,  and  I  think  at  every  meeting 
from  that  time  until  some  time  in  October  I  heard 
Alderman  Hersey  speak  to  Colonel  Walker  in  refer- 
ence to  that  matter.  Colonel  Walker  always  said  he 
had  forgotten  it.  Come  to  find  out  there  never  was 
real  'y  anything  done  in  regard  to  the  matter  until 
November,  when  the  time  had  passed  along  so  that  it 
was  impossible  to  get  the  summer  boarders 
at  the  hotel  to  come  in  and  pick  out  these 
men.  Therefore,  I  say  that  by  his  delay  in  that 
matter  he  placed  the  complainant  in  such  a  po- 
sition that  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  him  to  show 
which  of  the  men  out  tnere  were  drunk,  as  he 
claimed,  and  not  onh  raising  a  disturbance,  but 
alarming  ladies  boarding  at  the  hotel.  While  the 
officers  of  the  police  force  ot  Boston  can  be  allowed 
to  go  into  suourbaL  towns  aiid  create  a  disturbance 
sufficient  to  warrant  Alderman  Hersey  in  entering 
complaint  against  those  parties,  it  must  have  been  a 
pretty  serious  matter,  and  it  was  delayed  so  long 
that  he  could  not  prove  the  case.  I  think  I  have 
substantially  gone  over  about  all  the  points  in  this 
case  that  come  to  my  mind.  It  seems  to  me  from 
all  the  testimony  that  we  could  ge*,  and  everything 
we  could  learn,  that  they  do  not,  have  not  and  are 
not  trying  to  enforce  the  laws;  that  they  do  not  do 
that  which  tbey  can  and  should,  and  that  each  and 
all  of  them  ought  to  be  removed  from  office. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick — After  tue  lengthy  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  1, 1  do  not  think  there  is 
much  occasion  tor  me  to  say  anything  on  this  ques- 
tion. He  has  placed  both  sides  of  it  before  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Councit  in  a  very  fair  light.  He  nas  also 
read  part  of  the  minority  report,  aud  I  take  it  for 
granted  that  all  members  of  tne  Council  have  read 
it.  I  think  there  does  nut  need  to  be  anything  fur- 
ther said  than  what  the  report  says  itself.  As  the 
gentleman  has  so  fully  stated  the  case,  borh  of  the 
majority  and  minority,  I  will  leave  it  in  just  that 
way.  It  is  on  the  whole  a  matter  of  construction  to 
be  given  to  the  evidence  before  the  committee.  In 
the  opinion  of  the  minority  the  members  composing 
the  majority  cf  the  committee  went  into  the  com- 
mittee prejudiced  against  tbe  Commissioners  iu  re- 
gard to  their  action.  There  was  no  doubt  that  thev 
bad  to  make  some  kind  of  a  renort  to  back  up 
the  origination  of  the  order,  it  was  impossible  to 
put  any  witnesses  under  oath.  Thetr  s  atements 
were  made  before  the  committee  and  taken  down  in 
evidence.  Only  a  part  of  tnat  evidence  is  oefore  the 
Council  for  consideration,  and  tha'  is  orly  the  state- 
ments of  the  committee  divided  into  minority  and 
majority  report-.  In  relation  to  one  of  the  geut.e- 
men  that  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  speaks  of,  aud 
the  citizen  who  went  and  asked  assistance  from  the 
Police  Commissioners,  ho  did  make  the  statement 
that  he  had  moved  into  a  house  in  that  locality,  and 
he  also  stated  that  he  had  the  co-operation  of  two  Of 
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the  Police  Commissioners.  He  only  hud  fault  to  find 
with  the  language  used  by  ooe  ot  them  when  he  met 
him  in  the  street.  He  said  he  asked  rlj •-  assistance  of 
the  other  Commissioners  and  the.v  went  to  the  tele- 
phone and  called  a  gentleman  by  name  and  said 
they  Kinked  certain  information,  and  Che.'  sent  'town 
to  the  Police  (Jthce,  and  the  gentleman  got  all 
the  assistance  b?  required,  Chat  is  all  I  have  to  say 
in  reoly  to  that  part  of  the  case.  I  will  only  say 
in  repaid  to  gambling,  that  it  in  done  not  only  in  pub- 
lic but  in  private  houses,  and  by  private  parties  and 
iudVKiuals.  Everybody  does  a  little,  more  or  less, 
who  feels  so  incline'!.  Although  I  am  not  in  favor 
of  any  kind  ot  commission,  but  i  may  say  that  How- 
ard street  was  a  good  deal  wor°e  befoie  Mr.  Walker 
was  a  member  of  the  Police  Commissioners  than  at 
the  present  time,  and  the  minority  are  of  the  opinion 
that  his  passing  through  theie  ever?  day  cleaned  it 
out  of  some  of  these  notorious  characters.  Not  only 
that,  a  few  years  ago,  it  was  notorious  that  they  used 
to  shake  props  on  the  Common  for  money  under  the 
old  system  of  police:  that  they  used  to  have  thitecard 
uionie  ii  almost  every  other  doorway  on  Court  square 
and  Court  street.  1  think  the  I  olice  Commissioners 
have  done  a  good  deal  of  good  work  since 
they  have  been  here.  In  relation  to  Major 
Jones's  case,  every  member  of  this  Council  knows  the 
posi  ion  be  is  in.  He  has  been  Commissioner  of 
Iosolveucv  for  many  years.  The  only  question  was 
whether  he  should  give  up  oue  ot  his  other  offices, 
or  that  of  Police  Commissioner.  The  majority  re- 
oouinieud  that  he  be  unseated.  In  relation  to  Mr. 
Gargan  he  believed  he  had  done  his  dutv  by  consult- 
ing the  Mayor  for  leave  of  absence,  and  alter  the 
Mayor  grantee  it,  he  felt  he  was  right  iu  going  away. 
He  w»s  very  sick  before  he  went  away,  which  has 
not  been  disputed.  In  relation  to  Mr.  Walkei,  I 
think  there  lias  been  a  great  deal  of  feeling  entered 
into  in  the  bearing  Mr.  Walker  was  brought  at  no 
time  face  to  face  with  any  individual  who  made  a 
statement  against  him.  In  many  cases  the  Commi>- 
sioners  were  preseut  and  answered  questions,  out  1 
doR't  think  Mr.  Walker  had  an  opportunity  to  re- 
ply to  the  statements  in  the  D»rr  case.  Hut  in  all 
cases  where  be  had  an  opportunity  I  think  his  an- 
swer is  sufficient.  Therefore  the  minority  recommend 
that  no  action  isueccssary,  ana  that  the  orders  ought 
not  topus-.  I  hops  the  motion  to  refer  to  the  next 
City  Govern uient  will  not  pass,  but  that  it  will  he 
settled  One  way  or  the  other  to-night 

Mr.  Coslello'of  Ward  22—  I  ocsire  to  vote  intelli- 
gently on  this  matter,  hut  I  cannot  do  so  on  account 
ot  not  reciivingmy  repent  until  this  evening.  I  con- 
sider this  a  matter  of  great  importance,  aud  so  much 
so  thit  we  cannot  deal  with  it  properly  to-night.  I 
think  the  proper  way  wdi  be  to  refer  it  to  the  next 
City  Government,  so  that  it  may  be  considered  well. 

Mr.  Barry  of  Ward  10— I  desire  to  correct  the  gen- 
tleuiau  in  regard  t  >  the  Ahsron  matter.  I  went  with 
Mr.  Hersey  aud  Mr.  Walker  to  the  Adams  House 
ami  tried  to  make  an  appointment  with  Mr.  Evans. 
Mr.  Walker  left  a  notice  to  Mi.  Evai.s.  about  the 
middle  of  August,  to  see  hiiu. 

Mr.  Gove— Alderman  Hersey  signed  this  report, 
and  it  is  barelv  possible  he  was  in  error,  but  1  think 
my  friend  lijm  Ward   1(1  must  be  mistaken. 

Mr  iiarrv— 1  beg  pardon.  I  was  in  company  with 
him  and   Col.  Wvlkerat  the  time. 

Mr.  Gove— They  tnipht  have  been  there  together, 
but  you  must  be  mistaken  in  regard  to  the  cate. 
There  was  one  other  thing  I  meant  to  have  spoKeu  of 
betore.  The  minority  concur  with  the  majontj  in 
rcque  ting  the  Mayor  to  petition  the  legislature  for 
the  passage  ot  an  act  so  that  the  pow.rof  granting 
liquor  licenses  shall  be  vesKd  in  persons  not  mem- 
bers of  the  Police  Commission.  By  their  concurring 
with  as  in  till  particular  it  snows  that  there  is  some- 
thing wrong,  or  at  least  s  inethii  g  that  ought  to  be 
remedied  in  the  granting  of  liquor  lice'  -cs. 

Mr.  Whitmore— As  I  made  the  motion  to  refer  to 
the  next  City  Government,  1  wish  W>  give  the  i  ea  on 
why  I  propose  to  withdraw  it.  I  am  not  going  to 
discuss  the  main  question.  Members  will  remember 
the  surprise  with  w  hich  they  heard  the  cuarges  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ward  1  in  the  early  part  of 
the  seasOD  The  committee  were  prompiiyappoiu'ed, 
but  have  not  im.de  their  report  uutil  the  last  meeting 
of  the  year  out  one.  If  we  were  going  to  ca-t  cen- 
sure on  general  grounds,  we  might  properly  centure 
the  committee  lor  not  tiving  us  a  report  at  a  time 
when  we  could  consider  it.  For  that  reason  I  ob- 
jected to  the  printi::g  of  Die  report.  I  to  ved  to  re- 
fer iu  order  to  stop  tuis  attack  upon  officials  who  are 
presumed  to  be  innocent  and  are  to  he  sustained 
until  tbe  contrary  is  proved.  What  we  have 
heard  to-night  has  been  an  eloquent  and  ingeni- 
ous argument  against  the  Police  Commissioners. 
But    we    might    have    found     five    hundred    per- 


sons in  Boston  who  would  have  gone  over  the 
ground  with  a  good  deal  more  force  than  even 
the  gentleman  from  Ward  1,  because  they  would 
have  had  the  earnestness  of  conviction,  wuicb  I 
think  he  must  of  necessity  lack.  Wee  bid  have  had 
representatives  of  the  various  temperance  societies 
argue,  upon  that  ground,  and  in  a  way  lhat  would 
thrill  aud  horrify  us  But  we  have  got  to  come  back 
to  the  commoo  sense  of  the  matter.  1  agree  with  the 
gentleman  as  to  the  evils  of  our  city.  I  am  nivself, 
which  thegentieman  from  Ward  1  is  not,  a  teetotal- 
1 2r.  But  I  do  Lot  hold  me  Police  Commissioners  re- 
sponsible for  the  drinking  that  goes  on  in  Boston. 
They  are  respon-ible  or  but  a  part,  and  an  irsigniti- 
cant  part,  of  the  evil  of  intemperance.  Just  so 
long  as  liquor  can  be  imported  bv  United  States  laws, 
just  so  long  will  it  be  impossible  to  niake  the  poorer 
class  of  people  see  that  they  should  not  drink 
domestic  liquors  which  can  be  had  at  a  less 
price.  There  is  uo  moral  support  given  by 
this  community  to  prohibition  measures.  As 
a  teetotaller  I  say  the  sent  njenl  of  Boston 
is  not  in  favor  of  prohibition.  More  than  thai, if  the 
sentiment  of  Boston  was  in  favor  of  prohibition,  tne 
laws  of  the  Un  ted  States  woul a  nullify  any  such 
fueling  from  having  its  proper  effect.  I  agree  with 
the  reports  that  we  ought  to  separate  tLe  license 
question  from  the  Police  Department.  I  believe 
this  has  been  the  greatest  curse  to  tbe  Police  De- 
partment. But,  sir,  that  was  done  a  few  years  ago 
for  political  reasons,  In  the  face  and  eyes  of  the  re- 
monstrance of  a  great  many  persons.  (  acknowledge 
it  has  turned  out  to  be  a  disastrous  failure,  and  tne 
sooner  the  City  C  uncil  asks  the  legislature  to  separ- 
ate those  branches  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  police 
ana  the  City  of  Boston.  Let  us  look  at  the  effect  of 
this  censure  upon  the  Police  Commissioners.  The 
charge  has  come  down  to  a  very  small  tiling  npon 
Commissioner  Walker — one  single  case.  Tbe 
charge  agiun-t  Commissioner  Gargan  foi  leav- 
ing his  post  is  really  a  censure  against  his 
Honor  the  Mayor.  It  that  be  so,  let  us  h-tve  the 
motion  for  censure  pu'.  in  proper  form.  L,et  the 
order  be  withdrawn  aud  a  resolve  pnt  in  that  his 
Honor  the  Mayor  be  censnreC.  II  his  Honor  the 
Mayor  be  wrong,  censure  him  and  not  the  Commis- 
sioner who  ac^eo  in  good  faith  under  the  direction  of 
his  superior  officer.  The  law  requires  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  each  branch  by  yeas  and  nays  to  remove 
thcComm  ssioner.  I  say  we  have  not  time  to  con- 
sider this  matter  ourselve-  to  such  a  degree  as  would 
warrant  us  in  removing  these  officers.  But  as  the 
discussion  has  taken  place,  I  do  not  think  it  is  wise  to 
send  this  disconnected  statement  of  fact  to  the  next 
City  Government,  which  can  eDter  upon  an  investi- 
gate n  if  they  desire,  and  we  should  not  forestall 
their  proceedings.  Therefore,  I  withoraw  the  motion 
to  refer  to  the  next  City  Government  and  move  the 
previous  ques'ion. 

Mr.  Wharton,  of  Ward  11,  objected  to  the  with- 
drawal of  the  motion  to  refer.  He  also  objected  to 
ordering  the  main  question  ?nd  voting  upon  the 
metier  without  having  the  evidence  printed. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  said  that  the  evidence  bad  been 
suppressed  by  the  majority  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Gove  said  the  majority  desired  to  nave  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  testimony  printed,  which  Mr.  Fitz- 
patrick knew  as  he  had  it  himself  in  drawing  up  his 
report. 

Mr.  Wharton  thought  he  har?  touched  a"very  ten- 
der spot  in  mentioning  the  absence  of  evidence, 
about  which  they  should  knew  something  betore 
voting  lo  discharge  the  Commissioner.  He  did  not 
think  it  right  to  decide  the  question  upon  the  data 
the.v  have. 

Mr.  Emery  opposed  orde.ing  the  main  question. 
He  had  not  seen  the  minority  report  until  to  day. 

Mr.  Whitmore  insisted  upon  tbe  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  I'arkman  also  objected  to  ordering  the  main 
question.  The  report  and  evidence  should  go  over 
as  a  basis  for  the  consideration  of  the  nex*  City 
Government. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Devlin  it  was  voted  that  tbe 
question  upon  the  acceptance  of  the  minority  repirt 
be  taken  by  y<  as  and  nays. 

Tbe  Council  refused  to  oroer  the  mam  question,  15 
foi ,  37  against. 

The  question  Mien  came  upon  leference  to  the  ne»t 
City  uovcrnuient.  Declared  carried.  Mr.  Devlin 
doubted  the  vote,  and  called  for  the  veas  aud  nays, 
whlcu  were  ordered.  The  whole  subject  was  referred 
to  the  next  City  Government,  yeas  41,  nays  IB. 

Yeas— Bart lett,  Beal,  Hriinhecom,  Child,  H.  Clapp, 
Conlin,  Council,  Costello,  Cummings,  Dudley,  Eddv, 
Emery,  Farwell,  Fi  k,  Ford,  Freeman,  Gove,  Gree- 
nough,  Harding,  Hani  on,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosle», 
Lauteu,   l.ovell,  Maguire,  Mathews,   P.    Morrison, 
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Mullett,  Murphv,  Parkman ,  Pope,  Prav,  Resnosky, 
Smith,  Teovan,  Viles,  WakeUekl,  Wharton,  Wheeler, 
Wi'liauis— 41. 

Nays — Barry,  Bovle,  Cronin,  Dalv.Dennev,  Devlin, 
C.  F.  Duhevty,  Kitzpatrick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin;  P.  J. 
McLaughlin,  MeNamara,  Quigley,  Walsh,  Welch, 
Whitmore — 15. 

Absent  or  not  voting- Bigelow,  Bowker,  Brown, 
B.  B.  Clapp,  Cotton,  Dana,  J.  Doherty,  Folan,  Hun- 
tress, McCormick,  Means,  N.  M.  Morrison,  Powers, 
Rogers,  Swan — 15. 

Mr.  Parkman  moved  to  leeousider.  Lost.  Sent 
up. 

Mr.  Maguire  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  in  order 
that  he  might  offer  an  order  for  a  lunch.  Lust,  13 
for,  24  against. 

DEAN  PRIMARY"  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick  caHed  up  past  assignment  r>io.  33,  ' 
Viz. : 

Report  of  inexpedient  at  Dresent  to  provide  other 
accommodations  lor  the  Dean  Prituarv  School. 
(CityJDoc.  150.) 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 
QUINCY    STREET    AND    HOWARD  AVENUE    SCHOOL 
HOUSES. 

Mr.  Emery,  of  Ward  18,  called  up  the  special  as- 
signments j\'o.  31  and  32,  viz.: 

31.  Order  tor  a  transfer  Irom  the  reserved  fund 
to  an  appropriation  for  a  primary  schoolhouse, 
Quiucy  street,  of  the  sum  of  $7000  for  the  purchase 
of  land. 

32.  Order  for  a  transfer  from  the  reserved  fund 
to  an  appropriation  for  a  primary  schoolhouse, 
Howard  avenue,  ot  the  sum  of  $13,048.65,  for  the 
purchase  of  land. 

Mr.  Devlin  moved  to  refer  to  the  next  City  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  Wharton  said  the  matter  had  bern  before  the 
Finance  Committer,  and  they  were  unable  to  make 
the  transfers,  owing  to  the  reduced  condition  of  the 
reserved  fund,  and  he  was  willing  to  refer  to  the 
next  City  Government. 

In  reply  to  a  question  by  Mr.  Williams,  Mr.  Hart, 
of  Ward  18,  saia  there  was  only  about  $30,000  left  in 
the  reserved  fund,  aiid  the  Finance  Committee 
thought  this  matter  had  better  go  over  and  be  put 
into  the  tax  levy  next  year. 

Mr.  Williams  urged  that  it  was  an  important  mat- 
ter and  should  be  attended  to  a«  soon  as  possible. 

The  two  oniers  w.re  referred  to  the  next  City  Gov- 
ernment.   Sent  up. 

PUBLIC  BUILDING  APPROPRIATION. 

Mr.  Freeman,  of  Ward  10,  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  whereby  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance the  order  for  a  transfer  of  $20,000  from  the 
reserved  fund  to  the  appropriation  for  public  build- 
ings, giving  notice  that  as  another  transfer  had  been 
made,  and  tbi:,  w  not  needed,  he  should  move  to 
indefinitely  postpone,  if  the  reconsideration  pre- 
vailed. 

Mr.  Whitmore  explained  that  the  printed  docu- 
ment giving  the  details  of  expenditures  and  requests 
for  additional  appropriation,  was  in  the  chamber 
when  the  order  was  offered,  but  not  distributed  to 
the  members. 

Mr.  Freeman  called  attention  to  the  rule  requir- 
ing committees  to  make  requests  for  additional  ap- 
propriations in  print,  with  details  of  expenditure. 

Mr.  Whitmore  insisted  that  when  a  document  was 
sent  to  the  City  Messenger  tue  committee  was  re- 
lieved ot  the  resp  risibility  of  presenting  it. 

The  reconsideration    prevailed,  and  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Freeman  the  order  was  indefinitely  postponed. 
CONDUIT  AROUND  FARM  POND. 

Mr.  Greenough,  of  Ward  9,  presented  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Office  of  the  City  Engineer,  ( 
Boston,  Dec,  29th,  1881.  ) 

To  the  City  Council. 

In  answer  to  the  orrler  of  the  City  Council  of  Nov. 
17th,  1881,  instructing  me  to  report  "to  the  Common 
Council  the  expense  and  time  required  to  construct 
a  condirt  across  and  around  Farm  pond,"  I  would 
state  that  1  estimate  the  cost  of  constructing  a  per- 
manent conduit  partly  around  and  partly  across 
Farm  pond,  a  length  of  3800  feel,  so  as  to  connect 
the  influent  and  effluent  chambers  of  the  Sudbury- 
river  supply  conduit  at  $146,0u0.  Tue  work  can  he 
completed  in  one  working  season.  Respectfully 
submit  ed. 

Henry  M.  Wightman, 
City  Engineer. 

Mr.  Greenoagh— In  moving  the  reference  of  the 
report  to  tue  Committee  on  Water  I  would  say,  in 
explanation  of  its  coming  in   this  way,  that  the  order 


was  passed  before  the  work  was  commenced  of 
building  a  temporary  conduit  around  Warm  pond, 
which  has  been  done  at  a  cost  of  $12,000.  But  it  is 
not  a  structure  which  can  be  al. owed  to  staud  peiv 
manently,  and  undoubted lymm-t  be  replaced  at  some 
fu;ure  day  by  a  permanent  conduit. 

The  communication  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Water. 

-  curve  strf.et. 

Mr.  Whltiuore.  called  up  past  assignment  No.  37' 
viz.: 

Report  that  the  order  for  the  Stree'  Commissioners 
to  widen  Curve  street  to  fifty  Ices  ought  not  to  pass. 

Referred  to  next  City  Government.    Sent  up. 
greenhouse. 

Mr.  Parkman,  of  Ward  9,  called  up  past  assign- 
ment No.  38,  viz.: 

Order  to  hire  tue  greenhouses  n(  WilMam  Doogue 
for  the  storage,  etc.,  of  city  plants  during  the  win- 
ter, at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $1000. 

Mr.  Maguire.  o.  Ward  19—1  would  a-k  for  the  rul- 
ii  g  of  the  Chair  on  one  point.  Can  this  Council  bind 
the  next  City  Council  to  an  unlimi  ea  appropriation, 
which  I  claim  this  to  be.  The  order  does  not  ex- 
plain itself.  It  a. ay  be  that  $1360  will  be  spent  for 
incidentals,  adding  that  to  $1000  will  make  $2360. 
The  first  year  Vlr.  Doogue  received  $1200,  the  sec- 
ond year  $1200,  and  this  year  $1500.  Next  vear  he 
nicy  receive  $4000,  tor  all  we  know. ;  I  would' ask  the 
ruling  of  the  Chair  if  we  can  bind  the  coniiuittee 
having  chatge  of  that  department  to  ao  unlimited 
expenditure?  Can  we  bind  the  next  year's  Council 
ta  an  unlimited  appropriation  for  this  department 
for  i hat  purpose? 

The  President— If  the  Chair  understands  tie  ques- 
tion correctly,  he  should  decide  that  it  can.  The 
order  calls  for  a  contract  to  be  made  by  the  present 
Committee  on  Common  tor  the  hire  of  greenhouses, 
ana  theCbair  thinKs  it  this  order  were  pa.  sed  the 
committee  will  have  authority  to  make  a  contract. 

Mr.  Maguire — The  point  I  wish  to  get  at  is  this: 
Should  we  pass  that  order  to-nignt,  when  next  year's 
comtnitee  might  say  it  was  too  much,  and  they  would 
not  hive  power  to  reduce  it. 

The  President— The  Chair  thinks  if  this  year's 
oomuiittee  should  make  a  contract,  the  city  would  be 
bound  to  fulfil  it  next  year. 

Mr.  Maguire— The  greenhouse  has  cost  $5600  up  t» 
the  present  time  to  take  care  of  and  purchase  those 
plants.  We  can  get  the  whole  work  accomplished  ftr 
$1500,  -met  can  produce  a  man  to-morrow  morning 
who  will  do  it.  My  idea  is  that  this  Council  should 
not  bind  next  year  s  committee  to  an  unlimited  ap- 
propriation of  this  kind. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Maguire  the  order  was  referred 
to  the  next  City  Government.    Sent  up. 

extension  of  the  building  limits. 

Mr.  Wharton  called  for  past  assignment  No.  36, 
viz.: 

An  ordinance  to  amend  an  ordinance  in  relation  to 
the  regulation  and  inspection  of  buildings. 

Mi .  Freeman  moved  to  lay  upon  the  table  for  the 
present  until  other  important  business  was  trans- 
acted, a«  it  would  give  rise  to  deaate. 

Mr.  Wharton  thought  this  wa*  as  important  as  any. 
and  hoped  ir.  would  he  consideied. 

Mr.  Whitmore  said  the  subject  would  give  rise  to 
debate,  as  it  was  in  regard  to  extending  the  buildine 
limits.  If  thev  are  extended  under  the  present  law 
they  cannot  be  taKen  back,  and  the  legislature  has 
been  ppplied  to  for  that  power.  This  matter  was 
bi  ought  in  on  account  of  a  lieut  between  two  specu- 
lators, one  having  gin  his  perini's  then  undertook  to 
get  this  thing  carried  hrough  to  prevent  some  other 
speculator  from  building  near  the  spot,  and  the  City 
Government  ought  not  lo  be  brought  into  such  a 
fight,  it  can  safely  be  sent  to  the  next  City  Govern- 
ment, no  building  will  be  dona  at  thi«  season,  aud 
next  week  the  new  City  Council  can  take  up  the  sub- 
ject and  investigate  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Maguire.  of  Ward  19,  the  rule 
was  suspended  and  he  offered  an  order — That  the 
City  Messenger  be  instructed  to  provide  a  lunch  for 
the  Common  Council  and  reporters;  the  expense  ta 
be  charged  to  the  Contingent  Fund  nf  the  Common. 
Council.  Passed.  Mr.  Maguire  moved  to  recon- 
sider.   Lost. 

Consideration  of  the  ordinance  relating  to  the 
building  limits,  was  resuiutcl,  the  questiou  being 
upon  laying  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Wharton  stated  that  the  district  proposed  to 
be  included  in  the  building  limits  is  that  parr  of  the 
Back  Bay  on  the  southerly  side  of  Beacon  street,  the 
«asterly  side  of  Brookline  avenue,  on  the  northerly 
side  of  Longwood  itreet,  and  from  thence  to  the 
present  building  limits. 


I )  EOEMBEE     :i!),     1  H  H  1 


909 


.  The  original  report  of  the  Committee  on  Survey 
and  Inspection  of  Buildings  recommended  a  ver> 
rpuch  larger  district  This  matter  had  been  fully 
considered  by  both  the  committee.-",  aud  been  passed 
by  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen. 

Mr.  Kosuosky  raised  the  pointtbat  the  time  for  de- 
bating the  motion  .<>  It y  upon  the  table  had  expired. 

Mr.  Freeman  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  upon 
the  table,  but  Mr.  Rosnoskv  objected. 

Mr.  Costedo  hoped  there  would  he  no  extended 
debate,  as  the  parties  out  there  are  perfectly  satis- 
fied with  the  proposed  limits. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Child,  Mr.  Wharton's  tame  was 
extended. 

Mr.  Wharton  said  the  matter  had  been  favorably 
reported  upon  four  times  by  different  committees. 
It  di  .  not  relate  to  the  district  tltnt  the  gentleman 
from  Ward  12  thought  it  did.  He  hoped  it  would  be 
passed. 

The  motion  to  lay  upon  tLe  table  was  lost,  9  for, 
25  against. 

The  question  came  upon  the  passage  of  the  ordi- 
nance. 

Mr.  Whitmore — I  move  to  refer  to  the  next  City 
t.'overineut  This  matter  affects  as  much  property 
a-"  any  one  measure  that  has  been  brought  up  Cilia 
year  E  to  t  prcpc:  iti  :n  to  prevent  the  building  of 
a  certain  class  or  buildings  upon  an  enormous  ex- 
tent of  territory.  It  is  not  a  protection  against  fire, 
but  in  reality  is  to  add  to  the  value  of  certain  men's 
lands,  ami  depreciate  that  of  other  parties.  It  is' 
brought  in  as  a  stock  jobbing  operation,  and  I  am 
sorr  to  say  the  gentleman  from  Ward  11  is  inno- 
cently acting  as  the  agent  of  certain  property-hold- 
ers as  against  certain  other  property-holder-.  When 
this  measure  first  came  in,  an  attempt  was  made  to 
ram  it  through  at  a  single  meeting,  but  it  was  sent 
to  the  Committee  on  Ordinances.  The  space  cover- 
ed was  a  good  deal  larger  than  three  or  four  of 
"he  most  populous  wards  of  the  city,  and  bitrger 
than  Charle-town.  He  went  out  and  looked  at  it, 
and  the  committee  were  ashamed  that  they  had  been 
in  favor  of  it.  W  hole  tracts  of  country  were  ii:side 
the  building  limits  where  there  were  cows  grazing. 
It  is  an  outrageous  attempt  to  ob  ain  certain  privi- 
leges. It  was  claimed  to  be  something  to  protect 
Beacon  street,  and  covered  the  purtimlar  point  or 
tract  of  land  near  the  corner  ol  Brooklme  and  Brigh- 
ton avenues,  amiost  up  to  the  Tremint  street  line. 
The  parties  are  not  prepared  to  defend  it  and  there 
cannot  be  any  excuse  for  acting  upon  it  now.  There 
is  nothing  to  prevent  prompt  action  by  the  next  City 
(lovemmeni  if  an  emergency  arises.  Itis  outrageous 
at  tnie  late  time  of  the  year  to  take  awav  tue  right  of 
these  people  to  erect  wood 'n  bu,ldi-gs  on  vacant 
land.  We  saw  cattle  grazing  on  these  very  lands 
where  it  is  proposed  to  prevent  persons  from  build- 
ing wooden  houses.  There  are  private  interests  in- 
volved in  this  which  make  it  in  t  a  good  thing  to  pass 
h)  the  closing  hour  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Wuar'on— I  am  surprised  at  the  position  taken 
by  the  gentleman  from  ward  12.  His  memory  must 
be  extremely  at  fault.  This  question  was  considered 
in  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  and  he  agreed  to 
the  report.  The  gentleman  accuses  me  of  being  in- 
nocently the  eatspaw  of  speculators.  I  am  not 
going  to  defend  myself,  but  the  gentleman  lays  him- 
self open  t<>  the  charge  of  being  a  catspaw  of  those 
who  want  to  build  poor  wooden  houses  in  oni  of  the 
best  districts  of  the  city,  and  so  pr>  vent  tin-  city  from 
getting  back  in  an  increased  valuation  the  >LCney  it 
has  spent  upon  the  Back  Bay  park  This  district  im- 
mediately surrounds  the  proposed  back  Bay  park, 
one  ot  the  principal  arguments  for  which  was  that 
the  city  would  practically  ge;  back  it£  money  by  bet- 
terments and  increi-e't  valuation.  I  understand 
there  is  a  possibility  of  mar-y  brick  Inu-es  being  buiit 
there  the  moment  the  locality  is  rendered  habitable 
by  the  approximate  completion  of  the  Hack  Bin  park. 
I  do  not  suppose  it  is  uecessa.-y  to  stai  d  here  to-night 
and  argue  the  question  01  whether  it  is  a  good  thing 
tol.ave  nuilding  limits.  The  whole  object  of  extend- 
ing the  building  limits  to  this  district  is  to  lucres 86 
the  valuation  of  property  and  avoid  danger  from 
fire,  And  the  only  question  'o-nielit  is  whttber  we 
will  make  this  extension  of  the  imits. 

.Mr.  WbiMnore—  1  was  under  no  agreement  to  stand 
by  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  m  st  emphat- 
ically den;  that  1  was.  I  said  I  would  not  put  in  a 
minority  report,  but  I  reserve  to  niyse  f  the  privilege 
of  figlning  it.  The  committee  attempted  to  ram 
through  a  larger  district,  and  by  agreem»nt  it  was 
final  y  cut  down  to  the  present  limit.  I  never  pro- 
fessed that  I  would  favor  rhis  report.  This  matter 
i«  well  enough  a*  it  is,  audit  there  is  anything  wrong 
It  can  be  remedied  in  the  early  pai  t  of  the  season. 

A  recess  ot  half  an  hour  was  taken  for  lunch. 
.    The  motion  to  refer  the  ordinance  to  the  next  Citv 


Government  was  lost— 12  for,  25  against.  The  ordi- 
nal ce  was  passed  in  concurrence.  Mr.  Wharton 
moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

ARNOLD  ARBORETUM. 

Mr.  Freeman  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Society 
of  Aits  in  favor  of  the  Arnold  Aiboretum  park 
plans. 

Order  placed  on  file  with  the  other  papers  on  the 
subject. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mr.  Kosnosky  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  so  as  to 
take  from  the  table  certain  orders  relating  to  the  wa> 
ter  supply.    Carried— 3S  for,  0  against. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kosnosky  the  fol  owing  matters 
were  taken  from  the  table  and  disposed  of  as  indi- 
eated:. 

41.  Order  that  immediate  action  he  taken  towards 
developing  the  lul  capacity  of  Sudburv-nver  water 
supply.     Indefinitely  postponed. 

42.  Order  to  cleanse  the  present  water  storage- 
oasins  and  remove  all  mar.  rial  that  tends  to  pollute 
tLe  water.-    Referred  to  Committee  on  Water. 

43.  Order  to  cleanse  the  Sudburv -river  rasinssofar 
as  possible  without  interfering  with  &  proper  water 
supply,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  $50,000.  Inde- 
finitely oostponed. 

REGISTRATION  OP  BIRTHS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  up  past  assignment  No.  39, 
viz: 

Majority  report  against,  aud  minority  report  in 
favor  of,  the  passage  of  the  order  to  ask  for  an 
amendment  to  Chap.  33,  Acts  of  1880,  so  as  to  make 
it  apply  to  this  city. 

Rel erred  to  next  City  Government.    Sent  up. 

DISPOSAL    OF     FENCES    REMOVED      FROM     PUBLIC 
GROUNDS. 

Mr.  Whitmore  called  up  past  assignment  No.  40 
viz: 

Order  for  tbe  sale  of  fences  removed  from  the 
public  grounds. 

Amende  ,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Parkmar,  by  adding: 
"Or  dispose  of  t  iem  to  sucn  other  departments  as 
may  require  the  same,"  and  as  amended  passed. 

Sent  up. 

STREETS. 

Mr.  Lautcn,  of  Ward  14,  submitted  the  following 
from  tue  Joint  Committee  on  Streets: 

Widening  of  Kneeland  Street. 

Report  on  the  report  of  Committee  or  Finance,  re- 
commending a  loan  of  $16(1.000  for  winening  Kneel- 
and street  from  Lincoln  street  to  Federal  street,  also 
a  substitute  oruer  for  a  loan  of  §180,000  for  widening 
Kneeland  street  from  Albany  street  to  Federal  street 
— Recommending  the  passage  of  the  substitute  order 
marked  "'A"  (as  follows): 

Ordered.  Thzt  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  borrow,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  a*  such  a  rate  of  interest 
as  they  shall  determine,  $1180,000;  this  sum  is  hereby 
constituted  a  special  appropriation  for  the  widening 
of  Kneeland  street  from  Albany  street  to  Federal 
street,  and  appropriated  for  s.iid  purpose. 

The  leport  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Lauten— It  will  be  noticed  that  the  original 
order  was  tor  $100,000,  and  contemplated  the  widen- 
ing of  Kneeland  street  from  Lincoln  street  to  Fed- 
eralist reet  only.  When  this  order  was  introduced 
the  widening  to  Alba. iy  street  bad  not  been  considered, 
by  the  committee.  An  Older  was  introduced  to  widen 
Atblli  y  street,  when  it  was  reterred  to  tlip  Street 
Committee.  There  was  a  controversy  between  the 
Ciiy  of  Bnston  and  the  Boston  &  Albany  Bailioad 
Corporation  at  that  time,  and  the  building  on  tne 
corner  of  Kneeland  and  Albany  streets  had  not  been 
taken  down.  Since  then  things  have  materially 
changed.  The  Lincoln-street  contro-ersv  is  about 
si  tried;  the  corporation  have  taken  down  tne,  build- 
ing, and  there  is  now  a  chance  to  buy  the  land, 
some  3500  feet,  for  a  reasonable  price.  The  Com- 
mittee, on  Stiects  and  tbe  street  Commissioners  are 
unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  now  is  tbe  proper 
time  to  make  this  widening.  It  is  very  important 
that  it  should  be  passed  to  night. 

The  President— The  order  requires  48  votes.  The 
Chair  has  ascertained  that  there  are  but  43  members 
present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lauten  further  consideration  of 
the  subiect  was  assigned  to  the  next  meeting.  > 

Colwmbus-Avenue  Extension . 
Report  on  the  resolve  and  order  of  the  Hoard  of 
Street  Commissioners  to  extend  Columbus  aveiuue 
from  Northampton  Btreet  at  an  expense  of  |61,8U.30 
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— Time  in  the  opinion  of  tlie  committee  the  resolve 
and  order  ought  to  pass. 

Report  accepted,  and  said  resolve  and  order  passed 
in  'incurrence.  Mr.  Lauteu  moved  to  reconsider. 
Lost. 

Extension  of  Stamford,  Street. 

Report  ou  the  estimate  of  the  Street  Commission- 
ers of  the  cost  of  extending  Stamford  street,  from 
Green  street  to  Merriinac  street,  referred  by  the 
Common  Council— ;That  they  gave  *  public  hearing 
upon  the  subject,  and  believe  the  public  safety,  and 
convenience  require  that  this  improvement  should  be 
carried  out.  As  the  municipal  year  is  so  near  its 
c1om=,  however,  the  committee  do  not  favor  any  fur- 
ther action  on  the  matter  at  this  time,  but  recoup 
mend  that  it  be  referred  ti  the  next  City  Govern- 
ment. 

Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Widening  and  Extension  of  Albany  Street. 

Report  on  the  order  referred  by  the  Common 
Council  requesting  the  committee  to  consider  ana 
report  on  the  expediency  of  widening  Albany  street 
from  Northampton  street  to  Dearborn  street,  and 
extending  it  tneuee  to  Dudley  street— That  they 
are  satisiied  of  the  expediency  of  the  pronosed  im- 
provement, but  as  tne  present  municipal  year  is  so 
near  its  dose  tne  committee  recommend  that  the 
matter  be  referred  to  the  next  City  Government. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Streets,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wharton. 

FIRE     DEPARTMENT. 

air.  Conlin  submitted  the  following  from  the  Com- 
mitlee  on  Fire  Department: 

Report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  take  any  action  at 
the  ureseot  time  on  the  report  of  the  Fire  Commis- 
siuners  ou  converting  cad  companies  into  permanent 
companies.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Report  on  petition  of  Win.  T.  Van  Nostrand  and 
others  tor  the  location  ot  a  steam  tire  engine  in  Ward 
4— That  in  their  opinion  the  request  should  be  grant- 
ed and  that  'and  -bould  be  purchased  and  an  engine 
house  erected  in  the  locality  named.  As  it  is  now  too 
late  for  action  during  the  present  municipal  year 
your  committee  recommend  the  reference  of  the 
subject  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  next 
City  Council.  Referred.on  motion  of  Mr.  Wharton, 
to  the  Committe;  on  Fire  Department. 

PAY  OF  LATE  OTIS  C.  FARRAR. 
Mr.  Pray,  of  Ward  5,  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Joint  Committee  on  Health  ou  the  order  to  pay 
Chlotilda  Farrar,  daughter  of  the  late  Otis  C.  Farrar, 
a  laborer  in  the  Health  Department,  one  hundred 
and  twentv-two  dollars  due  said  Otis  C.  Fariar  at 
the  tine  of  his  decease,  Oct.  15th.  1881 — That  in  com- 
pliance with  a  vote  of  this  couimi  tee  an  order  was 
ottered  ana  passed  Oct.  31s  ,  1881,  read  twice  and 
sent  to  the  Council  for  concurrence;  Nov.  3,  read 
twice  ami  concurred.  By  an  error  in  the  name  the 
original  order  was  rescinded  and  the  name  of  Chlo- 
tilda w».s  substituted  for  Matilda,  in  the  oraer  of 
December  12, 1881. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  orders  to  pay 
Chlotilda  and  re  cind  the  order  to  pay  Matilda  were 
passed  in  concurrence. 

OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR— TRUST  FUNDS. 
Mr.  Wakefield,  of  Wrard  23,  submitted  a  report 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor— That  iu  compliance  with  the  eighth  section  of 
the  ordinance  relating  to  Overseers  of  the  Poor  they 
have  examined  and  investigated  the  condition  of  the 
.property  intrust  .rf  to  and  deposited  with  the  Over- 
.seers  of  tbe  Poor,  and  tind  that  the  requiiements  ot 
said  ordinaire  relative  to  the  correct  management, 
investment  and  preservation  of  said  property  have 
been  complied  with.  The  exam. nation  by  the  com- 
mittee shows  that  the  amount  of  trust  funds  invested 
December  1,  1881,  is  §527,740;  cash  on  hand  same 
day,  $2948.47;  total,  $530,688.37.  The  Treasurer's 
"statemeutis    ppended   hereto. 

The  report  was  accepted.    Sent  up. 
CLAIMS. 
■     Mr.  Devlin,  of  "Ward  13,  submitted  the  following 
from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Claims: 

Report  that  the  order,  to  pay  William  J.  Daly  on<! 
thousand  dollars  for  injuries  received  while  iu  the 
service  of  the  Fire  Department  ought  not  to  pass. 

Mr.  Boyle,  of  Ward  8,  moved  to  refer  to  the  next 
City  Government.  .    . 

Mr.  Devlin  said  the  committee  invited  Mr.  Daly  CO 
appear  before  them  and  the  Chairman  ot  the  Fire 
^Commi.isi'oners.  waited  sotpe  time  for  him, :  but.  nei- 
ther Mr.  Daily  nor  auy  friend  for  him  appeared. 
''■  The' motion  to  reter  was  lost  and  the  report  was 
accepted.    Sent  up. 


Report  recommending  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  Paving  of  the  order  on  petition  of  Patrick  Devlin 
to  be  compensated  fc  r  damages  done  to  his  estate  on 
Webster  street  by  the  Sewer  Deoartment.  Accepted. 
Sent  up. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petilion  of  Eliza- 
beth M'Cullough  to  be  compensated  for  personal  in- 
juries received  from  a  tail  in  Court  street,  Dec.  5th, 
1880.    Accepted.    Sent  up. 

Report  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Thomas 
P.  Allen  to  be  compensated  for  personal  injuries  re- 
ceived on  Pearl  street  in  1873.    Accepted.    Sent   up. 

Report  on  petition  of  James  R.  Dugan  to  be  re- 
funded the  amount  paid  by  him  for  a  liquor  license 
granted  September  24, 1879,  and  afterwards  revoKcd 

for  cause.— recommending  the  passage  of  the  order 

That  the  City  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  pav  James 
H.  Dugan  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-six 
dollars  from  the  revenue  from  liquor  licenses.  Or- 
der passed.    Sent  up. 

Report  on  the  communication  from  the  Police 
Commissioners  iu  relation  to  the  proffered  reward 
for  the  arrest  of  Daviu  Mooney  for  robbery  and 
murder,  recommending  Ihe  passage  of  an  order  that 
there  be  paid  to  James  Brennao  and  Michael  E. 
Rilev.  both  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  the  sum  of  one  thous- 
and dollars  for  arresting  David  Moou»y.  being  the 
amount  of  reward  offered  bv  the  Suoeriotendent  of 
Police  of  this  city  lor  the  arrest  of  said  Mooney  for 
robbery  and  murder,  committed  iu  Bostou  in  Febru- 
ary, 1880;  said  sum  to  be  charged  to  the  appropri- 
ation for  incidentals. 

Report  accepted  and  order  parsed.    Sent  up. 
THE  FINAL  MEETING. 

Mi-.  Lovell,  ot  Ward  1,  offered  an  order— That 
when  this  Council  adjourn  it  be  to  meet  on  Saturday 
r.ext  at  1.30  o'clock,  P.  M.  Passed.  Mr.  Lovell 
moved  to  reconsider.    Lost. 

WARD  ROOM  FOR  WARD  1. 

Mr.  Lovell,  of  Ward  1,  offered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  ou  Public  Buildings  consider  and  repor 
upon  tue  expediency  of  furnishing  a  new  ward  room 
for  Ward  1.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lovell. 

CAUCUS  OF  MEMBERS  OF  THE  NEXT  COUNCIL. 
Mr.  Barry,  of  Ward  16,  offered  an  order— That  the 
City  Mes.-enger  be  authorized  to. cruse  the  Common 
Counci.  chamber  and  ante-rooms  to  be  opened  on 
Saturday  next  at  12  o'clock,  noon,  for  a  caucus  of 
tbe  members-elect  to  the  Common  Council  of  1882. 
Passed. 

DOCUMENTS  TO  BE  BOUND. 

Mr.  Eddy,  of  Ward  24,  offered  an  order— That  the 
City  Messenger  cause  the  us'val  number  of  tbe  city 
ttocuments  aud  reports  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
City  Council  of  the  present  year  to  be  bound  and 
di-tributed  in  tbe  customary  manner:  the  expense 
attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion tor  piiuting.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

REMOVAL  OF  HOUSE  OFFAL  FROM  BRIGHTON. 

Mr.  Pray,  of  Ward  5,  offered  au  order— That  the 
Committee  ou  Health  be  authorized  to  contract  with 
W.  W.  Mar.'h,  of  Brighton,  for  the  collection  and  re- 
moval of  h.. use  offal  iu  Brighton  District  for  the  sum 
of  tbre  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  and  for  the 
term  of  one  year  from  Januarv  1.1882.  Passed. 
Sent  up. 

FENCE  FOR  CITY  HOSPITAL  G  HOUNDS. 

Mr.  Park  man,  ot  Ward  9,  offered  an  order— That 
the  Committee  on  Common  and  Public  Grounds 
tran-fer  to  the  Trustees  of  the  City  Hospirat  such 
portions  of  the  iron  fencing  now  held  by  them  aa 
they  utay  require  for  the  fencing  of  the  Hospital 
grounds.    Passed.    Sent  up. 

DUMPING  SNOW  ON  THE   COMMON. 

Mr.  Parkman,  ot  Ward  9.  offered  an  order— That 
the  superintendent  of  Streets  consider  whether  some 
.means  cannot  be  dpvised  for  the  disposition  of  snow 
removed  from  the  public  streets  other  toan  dumplug 
the  same  on  the  Common.  Passed.  Sent  up. 
PARKWAY  BETWEEN  BACK  BAY  PARK  AND  WEST 
HOXBUBY  PARKS. 

Mr.  Smith ,  of  Ward  21,  offered  an  order— That  the 
Park  Commis.-iouers  be  requesteu  to  cause  plans  and 
estimates  of  expense  to  be  made  for  laviug  out  a 
parkway  100  feet  wide,  connecting  Bacii  Bav  park 
with  West  Roxbury  park,  by  each  of  the  following 
routes,  subject  to  such  modifications  and  changes  as 
may  seem  best  to  said  Commissioners: 

1.  By  way  of  the  Muddy-river  parkway  as  already 
projected  to  Perkins  street;  thence  continuing  iu  a 
southerly  direction  alonir  the  bank  of  Jamaica  poud 
to  Pond  street;  thence  in  a  southeasterly  direction 
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by  way  of  Pond  street  across  Centre  street  ana  in  a 
nearly  direct  line  to  Washington  street  at  its  junction 
with  Woodside  avenue,  crossing  the  B.  &  P.  R  R. 
above  grade;  thence  through  Woodside  avenue  and 
continuation  thereof  to  the  park. 

2.  Byway  of  Vluddy-river  parkway,  with  a  slight 
deflection  ntar  Treinont  street  at  its  junction  with 
Heath  street;  thence  along  Heath  street  lo  Craft 
street;  thence  deflecting  to  the  west  from  Heath 
street  and  running  by  a  curved  line  through  lands 
Of  Nickerson,  Kussell  and  others  to  Day  street  at  its 
junction  with  Creighton  street;  theuce  in  part  bv 
Creightou  street  in  a  nearly  direct  line  by  Centre 
street  at  its  junction  with  Wyuian  street;  thence  by 
Wvoiai.  street  mid  the  continuation  thereof,  crossing 
li.  Sj  I*.  R.  R  above  grade  to  the  junction  of  Amory 
and  School  strce  s;  thence  by  School  street  to  the 
park. 

3.  Beginning  at  the  park  entrance  on  Huntington 
avenue;  thence  running  southwesterly  bv  the  pro- 
poser! exteos  on  cf  Huntingtou  avenue  to  Treruont 
"treet;  thence  continuing  by  Trernont  street  to  its 
junction  with  Heath  street;  thence  by  each  of  the 
aiiove-uientioned   outes. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Parks. 

BILLS  ALLOWED. 

Mr.  Freeman,  of  Ward  10,  offered  an  order— That 
the  Auditor  of  Accounts  allow  tor  o>iyinent  the  bill 
for  carriage  hire  of  J.  P.  Barnard,  dated  Nov.  17tb 
and  Dec.  >8t  and  8th,  amounting  to  one  hundred 
and  forty-three  Hollars,  the  same  to  be  charged  to 
the  contingent   und  of  the  Common  Council. 

Mr.  Freeman  said  that  the  order  came  from  the 
Committee  on  Accounts.  The  President  could  not 
approve  the  bill  because  some  one  besides  members 
of  the  City  Government  rode  home  in  the  carriages. 

The  order  >\as  passed. 

Mr.  Lauten,  of  Ward  14,  offered  an  order — That 
the  President  of  the  Common  Council  be  author- 
ized to  approve  the  bills  for  carriages  furnished  to 
the  members  of  the  Council  on  the  evenings  of  De- 
cember 15th,  2d.  and  29th.  Passed. 
LIQUOR    LICENSES. 

Mr.  Whitmore,  of  Ward  12,  offered  an  order— That 
the  Mayor  be  requested  to  petition  the  legislature  for 
such  a  change  in  the  laws  as  will  separate  the  licens- 
ing of  sales  of  liquor  from  the  otber  duties  of  the 
Police  Commissioners  ot  Boston.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Ordinances,  on   motion  of  Mr.  Whitrnore. 

UNFINISHED    BUSINESS     REFERRED. 

Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  of  Ward  8,  offered  an  order— That 
all  matters  nf  an  unfinished  nature  in  the  hands  ot 
the  several  joint  standing  committees  be  referred  to 
'he  next  City  Council.    Passed.    Sent  up. 


GENERAL  RECONSIDERATION  REFUSED. 

Mr.  Whitmore  moved  to  reconsider  all  matters 
which  could  be  reconsidered,  honing  it  would  not 
prevail.    Lost. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  READING  IN  THE  PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Ward  11,  called  up  past  assign 
ment  N'o.  34,  viz.: 

Order  for  the  supply  of  supplementary  reading  to- 
the  public  schools,  at  an  expense  of  $1000,  with  pro- 
posed amendment. 

Mi'.  Williams  moved  to  refer  to  the  next  City 
Government. 

Mr.  Devlin  moved  to  indefinitely  postpone. 

The  subject  was  referred  to  the  next  Citv  Govern- 
ment.    Mr.  Child  moved  to  reconsider.    Lust. 

unfinished  business— Continued. 

The  following  matters  were  acted  upon  under  un- 
finished business: 

Message  agreeing  to  the  proposal  to  hold  a  con- 
vention on  Saturday.  December  3J,but  placing  the 
hour  at  2  P.  M.     Concurred. 

Report  recommending  the  reference  to  the  next 
City  Council  of  the  subject  of  paying  laborers  at  in- 
tervals not  exceeding  fourteen  days.  Accepted  in 
concurrence 

riefere 'ice  to  the  next  Cits  i  ouncil  of  the  report 
of  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Commissions. 
(City  Doc.  146.)    Concurred. 

Reference  to  the  next  Citv  Council  of  report 
on  the  subject  of  establishing  a  commission  tor  the 
prosecution  of  the  work  of  the  Improved  System  of 
Sewerage.    Coucuned. 

Report  and  order  authorizing  permits  to  build  to 
be  issued  to  T.  C.  Woodworth  ana  others  named  in 
said  order.    Orders  passed  in  concurrence. 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wharton,  the  vote 
by  which  the  order  was  passed  wa.  rescinded,  and 
on  motion  of  the  same  gentleman  the  order  was 
amended  as  toilows: 

In  the  fifth  line  strike  out  the  word  "ordinances" 
and  insert  in  the  place  thereof  the  words  "the  rules 
and  regulations  governing  the  erection  of  wooden 
buildings  outside  the  building  limits  passed  by  the 
City  Council,  Nov.  22. 1881." 

In  the  seventh  lino  strike  out  the  word  "ordi- 
nances" and  in  ert  the  words  "said  rules  and  reg- 
ulations." 

As  amended  the  order  was  passed.  Mr.  Wharton 
moved  to  reconsider.    Lost.    Sent  up. 

Adjourned  at  1.33  A.  M.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lovell, 
of  Ward  1,  and  stood  adjourned  to  Saturday  next  at 
1.30  P.  M. 
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Adjourned  Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. 

DRCEMBKR    31,    1881. 


Adjourned  regiOar  meeting  at  1  o'clock  P.  M. 
Alderman  O'Brieu,  Chairman,  presiding. 

PETITIONS  REFERRED. 

1o  the  Committee  on  ifea'th  on  the  part  of  the 
Board—  Petitions  for  leave  to  occupy  stables  as  fol- 
lows: R.  A.  WUyte,  old  brick,  2  noises,  Sargent's 
wharf,  next  to  .No.  11,  Ward  0';  James  Barrett,  new 
wuo'ien,!  hirse,  Ceotral  avenue,  near  River  street, 
Ward  24;  Elizabeth  A.  Beal,  new  wondcj,  2  horses, 
Carruh  street,  corner  Van  Winkle  street,  Ward  24;  J. 
W.  Mason,  new  wooden,  4  horses,  Prospect  avenue, 
near  Baker  stieet,  Watd23. 

To  the  Committee  on  Lamps— Timothy  Sullivan  and 
otheis,  that  the  Brush  Electric  Lijiht  Co.  may  place 
some  litrhts  on  Causeway  and  Merrimac  streets. 

To  tue  Committee  on  Paving  -Hicks  Bros,  and 
others  that  a  lamppost  and  cr.rb  be  set  in  Hancock 
quare. 

BOND   APPROVED. 

The  bond  of  John  May,  Constable,  being  presented 
duty  certified,  was  appr .ved  sy  the  hoard- 
LOCATIONS  ACCEPTED. 

Communications  were  received  froui  the  Highland 
Street  Railway  Co.  accepting  the  loth  and  16th  locali- 
ties arauted  by  this  board.     Placed  on  tile. 

A  communication  was  revive!  f'om  the  Metro- 
politan Kailrond  Co.,  accepting  the  80th  location, 
granted  on  t  tie  27tu  inst.    Placed  ou  Hie. 

TELEGRAPH  WIRES  CUT  DOWN. 

The  following  was  received: 

Office  of  the  Board  of 
Fiee  Commissioners, 
Blston,  Decern  oer  31,  1881. . 
To  His  Honor  the   Mayor  and  the  Board  of  Alder- 

mer. 

Gentlemen,— The  Board  of  Fire  Commissioners  re- 
spectfully represent  that  mi  the  2d  day  oi  MiV,  1831, 
permission  was  granted  Ihe  Gold  aim  Stock  Tele- 
graph Company  to  erect  pole."  on  Brightou  av- 
enue and  How-aid  avenue,  Brighton  District, 
on  condition  that  saia  company  would  remove 
the  poles  belonging  to  tne  1  ire  Department 
on  s.ud  avenue-,  and  transfer  tlwtfroai  tue 
wire'  of  the  Fire,  P. .lice  and  Paving  Depart- 
ment to  the  pules  of  said  •  «old  and  Stock  Company 
without  any  expense  to  siid  department.  The  wires 
of  said  departments  were  so  transferred,  but  the 
pole"  belnusjing  to  tne  fc'ire  Depart. nent  were  al- 
lowed to  remain  on  said  avenues  for  several  months, 
and  said  Gold  and  Stock  Company,  thouuli  often  re- 
quested, net?  ectcd  to  remove  the  same  until  within 
a  few  weeks,  wuen,  ir  stean  of  digging  up  -aid  poles, 
said  Gold  anil  Stock  Company  cut  them  above  the 
ground,  renaciug  them  so  short  *s  to  be  of  no  use 
to  the  Fire  Department.  By  this  gross  careless- 
ness of  tue  Gold  and  St^ek  Company  between 
forty  and  tiftv  telegraph  poles  have  been  rendered 
worthies.  The  Gold  and  Stock  Company  has  been 
notified  to  replace  with  new  poles  those  which  have 
been  so  recklessly  cut  away,  but  no  notice  has  as  yet 
been  taken  of  the  communica'ion.  This  board 
respectfully  asks  tnat  some  action  be  taken  in  the 
nutter. 

For  the  Board  of  Fire  Commissioner*. 

John  E.  Fitzgerald,  Chairman. 

PAPERS  FROM  THE  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Kntice  of  concurrence  in  fixing  the  hour  for  a 
Joint  convention  at  2  P.  M.  to-day.    Placed  on  file. 

Report  that  the  order  to  veirilatetke  D.au  school- 
bo'i-e  ought  not  to  pa*s.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

The  following  papers  came  up  referred  to  the  next 
City  Council: 

Report  in  favor  of  the  extension  of  Staniford  street 
to  Merrimac  -treat. 

Or.ler  for  the -upply  of  supplementary  reading  to 
the  public  schools,  at  an  expense  of  $1000,  with  pro- 
pose:! an  endn  tut. 

Majonty  report  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  pas  "An 
ordinance   to   amend  an  ordinance  in   relation   to 


finance;"  with  a  minority  report  in  favor  of  the  pas- 
sage oi  saiti  ordinance.    (City  Doc.  111.) 

Majority  auQ  minoritv  reports  of  the  Committee 
of  Investigation  concerning  the  Police  Couiuiissloa- 
ers. 

Repnit  rhat  tne  order  for  the  Street  Commission- 
ers to  widen  Curve  street  to  fifty  feet  ought  not  to 
pass. 

Order  to  hire  the  greenhouses  of  William  Doogue 
for  the  storage,  etc.,  ot  city  plants  during  the  winter, 
at  an  expeuse  not  exceeding  fiOOO. 

Majority  report  against,  and  minority  report  in 
favor  of,  the  passage  of  the  order  to  ask  for  an 
amendment  to  Chap.  33,  Acts  ot  1880,  so  as  to  make 
it  apply  to  this  city.  Si  verally  referred  to  next  City 
Government  in  coiicurrei.ee. 

The  report  and  order  autuorizing  permits  to  build 
to  oe  issued  to  T.  C.  Woudworth  and  others  named 
in  said  order,  come  up  amended  by  striking  out  "or- 
dinance" and  inserting  "rubs  and  regulutions." 
Concurred. 

Order  tor  the  sale  of  fences  removed  from  public 
grounds.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pav  $1000  to  James  Brennan  and  Michael 
E.  Riley,  for  arrest  of  David  Moooey,  a  burglar. 

Alderman  Had  man— I  understand  that  there 
have  beeu  some  other  claimants,  in  the  persou  of 
parties  who  fui  uished  the  original  information  upon 
which  the  arrests  were  made.  My  attention  wag 
called  to  the  subject  this  morning,  and  I  understood 
there  was  to  be  a  communication  seut  in  oppos- 
ing the  proposed  distrioution  on  the  ground  that  the 
parties  who  gave  the  origii.i.1  information  have  been 
ignored.  As  nothing  has  beeu  done  by  them,  I  don't 
wanttostip  thopiocooJini/s. 

The  Chair  man— 1  understand  from  the  Clerk  that 
nothing  of  tue  kind  has  been  received. 

Alderman  tluldeiuan — I  have  no  objection  to  make. 
I  only  asked  for  information. 

Alu ei  mall  Hersey—  I  move  that  this  matter  be  re- 
ferred to  the  next  City  Government.  1  no  not  sap- 
pose  it  is  important  that  it  s  ould  be  passed   to-day. 

Alderman  Breck— The  nutter  of  this  reward  came 
before  the  Committee  on  Claims  ou  tue  communica- 
tion of  the  I  olice  Commissi'  ners,  who  appeareu  and 
tpsrilied  that  it  was  all  right.  Superintendent  Ad- 
ams was  also  there,  and  Detective  Geraughtv,  who 
said  it  was  proper  to  pa3s  this  order.  Superintendent 
Adams  said  that  he  offered  the  reward  with  the 
advice  of  Mr.  Chanes  Prince,  the  Mayor's  son, 
who  is  the  attorney  for  Mr.  Norman.  He  as- 
sured Superintend  nt  Adams  that  it  would  be 
all  ii-'lit,  that  his  father  was  absent  and  would  not 
be  borne  for  some  days.  Mr.  Prince  tuought  it  iui- 
poitaut  that  the  reward  should  he  offered  at  once, 
that  the  men  could  go  to  Albany  and  arrest  thesi 
men,  they  having  lnioimatioii  that  they  were  there. 
So  Superintendent  Adams  offered  tue  reward  in 
good  faith.  The  officer  went  to  Albany  and  arrested 
this  Moouey,  one  of  the  most  desperate  and  determ- 
ined characters  the \  ever  had  any'hing  to  do  with. 
He  was  b  ounhton  here,  tried  and  convicted,  and  is 
now  in  Concord  State  Prison  on  a  life  sentence.  The 
hearing  was  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims,  who  wei  e  assured  it  was  all  right  by  Supt. 
Adams,  Detective  Geraughty  aud  the  Police  Com- 
mission-rs.  The  Chief  of  Police  of  Albany  applied 
for  this  reward  some  time  aao.  Our  officers 
state  that  it  is  verv  difficult,  if  we  hare  a  re- 
quisition for  a  man  in  New  Voik,  to  get  assist- 
ance from  the  officers  in  that  city.  They  say, 
"You  Bnstouians  don't  pay  anything;  you  ouer 
rewards  and  don't  pay  them."  I  think  these  parties 
ougnt  to  have  he  reward.  They  arrested  the  party. 
Police  Commissioners  Walker  and  Jones  were  beloro 
us  aud  -aid.  for  heaven's  sake,  pas-  this  order  and 
settle  it  at  once.  It  is  the  same  in  New  York  city, 
where  they  have  got  hold  of  this  thing.  It  is  almost 
impossible  to  get  any  ariests  made  when  they  go  to 
New  York  ci'y. 

The  Chairman  read  the  communication  from  the 
Police  Commissioners  on  the  subject,  and  the  circu- 
lars offering  the  reward. 

Alderman  Herse.s— After  hearing  the  leport  of 
the  Police  Commissioners  I  witndiaw  my  motion  to 
refer  to  Ihe  next  City  Government. 

Alderman  Haldeman — I  would  state  in  explanation 
that  I  know -o'-'uing  about  this,  except  that  1  was 
waited  upon  by  a  gentleman  this  uioimng.  who 
states  that  when  ibis  reward  was  off  lre'i  he  was  in- 
strumental ingiviug  the  points  upon  which  the  arrest 
was  filially  made,  through  parties  in  the  city  of  New 
York  who  furuishe  ■  the  information, and  wilhwhom 
be  agieed  the  reward  should  be  divided,  he  stated 
that  the  parties  who  gave  the  original  information 
liave  been  iguored,  and  tue  icward  pun-  w  the  par- 
ties who  completed  the  arrest  and  carried  out  the 
Information  secured  from  other  sources.    I  have  no 
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Objection  to  voting  for  Hie  appropriation,  and  think 
it  is  proper  that  the  reward*  should  be  paid;  hue  if 
it  is  a  qi  estiou  of  distribution  it  may  be  wise 
to  change  the  order,  leaving  it  discretionary 
with  the  Police  Commissioners  to  pay  it  to  the 
proper  parlies.  In  the  present  order  we  are  fixing 
the  names  of  the  recipients,  and  theie  may  be  some 
injustice  done  to  the  parties  entitled  to  the  reward. 
This  gentleman  brouybt  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Prince, 
aim  1  told  him  he  should  see  that  gentleman  about 
it.  I  merely  brought  the  matter  up  for  informa- 
tion, and  to  see  that  the  proper  parties  received  the 
reward. 

Aldermen  Breck— The  Police  Commissioners  prob- 
ably know  who  are  the  parties  entitled  to  this  reward. 
I  would  slate  one  thing  which  I  omitted  before:  This 
Mr.  Norman  is  ready  to  pay  live  hundred  dollars  of 
this  reward,  but  it  cannot  be  done  at  thistime.  But  it 
will  be  done,  we  are  assured  by  the  Police  Commis- 
sioner?, who  nave  been  told  so  by  his  attorney.  When 
the  reward  was  offered  it  was  supposed  to  be  per- 
fectly le^.al  to  offer  it,  but  it  seems  that  by  the 
ordinance  he  had  no  right  to  otter  it,  as  it  ought  to 
have  been  authorized  t>y  ao  oroer  ot  both  branches 
of  the  City  Council. 

The  order  was  pased  in  concurrence. 

Report  inexpedient  to  take  action  on  proposed 
conversion  ot  "call"  companies  of  the  tire  depart- 
ment into  "permanent"  companies.  Accepted  in 
concurrence. 

Order  to  contract  with  Wi  W.  Marsh  for  removal 
of  house  offal  in  Brighton,  for  sum  of  $300  per  an- 
num.    Passed  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  Committee  on  Common  to  transfer  to 
Trustees  ot  Cicy  Hospital  portions  of  iron  fence  in 
their  possession.    Passed  io  concurrence. 

Order  for  Superintendent  of  Streets  to  consider  if 
some  other  disposition  of  snow  cannot  be  made,  be- 
sides placing  it  on  the  Common.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Report  of  Committee  oh  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
that  the  accounts  in  that  department  were  correct. 
Accepted  m  concurrence. 

Report  that  the  order  to  pay  AVm.  J.  Daly  $1000 
for  injuries  leceived  in  nis  department,  ought  not  to 
pass.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Report  leave  to  withdraw  on  petition  of  Thomas  P. 
Allen,  to  be  paid  for  personal  injuries  on  Pearl  street, 
in  1873.    Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  for  City  Me-senger  to  bind  and  distribute 
the  Public  Documents  of  1881.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Report,  referring  to  Committee  on  Paving,  peti- 
tion of  Patrick  Devlin  to  be  paid  for  damages  to  his 
estate  on  Webster  si reet.    Concurred 

Report  leave  to  withdiaw  on  petition  of  Elizabeth 
McCuliogh  to  be  paid  for  injuries  in  Court  street. 
Accepted  in  concurrence. 

Order  to  pay  James  H.  Dugan  $126  for  money  paid 
to  City  Collector  under  mistake.  Passed  in  concur- 
rence. 

Report  and  order  to  tran-fer  $500  to  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  the  Common  Council.  Order  passed  in 
concurrence,  yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Report  and  order  to  transfer  $10,000  to  the  appro- 
priation for  publtc  buildings.  Order  passed  in  con- 
currence, yeas  11,  nays  0. 

Orders  in  relation  to  the  Quincy-street  and  How- 
aro-aveuue  school  sites,  came  up  referred  to  the  next 
Ciiv  Council.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

THE  rjNDSRGROOND  TELEGRAPH  WIRES. 

The  following  was  received: 

citv  or  Boston,        ) 
Executive   Department,  J 
Dec.  31,1881.     ) 
To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

I  return  herewith  the  order  passed  by  you  on 
the  27th  inst.  without  my  approval.  I  concur 
with  the  board  in  its  belief  that  the  time  has 
eoine  when  telegraphic  and  telephonic  wires 
should  be  laid  below  the  ground.  They  heve 
he-onie  so  numerous  a°  to  intersect  the  city  in  every 
direction,  and,  carried  as  they  aie  now,  are  so  ob- 
jectionable as  to  be  almost  a  nuisance.  Without 
considering  the  grave  objections  which  might  be 
urged  against  the  propriety  of  giving  to  any  parties 
tbe  exclusive  right  to  place  such  wires  in  forty-nine 
ot  our  principal  streets,  to  be  held  by  them 
in  joint  tenancy  witn  the  power  to  impose 
such  terms  as  tney  see  fit  on  the  telegraph  and  tele- 

Ehone  companies  who  may  wish  t,  run  subterranean 
nes  through  these  s'reets — for  practically  the  order 
gives  this  power — I  refuse  my  approval  of  it,  as  tne 
board  has  no  legal  right  to  make  the  grant  or  confer 
the  authorty  therein  attempted.  The  act  of  1880  per- 
mits the  city  to  allow  the  use  of  the  public  streets 


by  telegraph  and  telephone  companies  under  such 
regulations  as  policy  may  dictate,  but  if  it  decides 
to  exer.;ise  the  power  thus  conferred  it  must  he  by 
a  ciiy  ordinance.  As  no  such  ordinance  has  been 
passed,  the  matter  is  not  under  its  contrul, 
for  it  cannot  take  the  property  of  individuals 
for  any  use,  public  or  private,  witiout  the 
sanction  of  the  legislature.  The  grant  of  the  right 
to  use  the  ground  below  a  street,  the  fee  of  which  is 
in  tne  abutters,  although  it  is  subject  to  certain 
public  easements,  would  consequently  be  illegal  and 
void.  1  have  assumed  thatthe  fee  in  mo-t,  if  not  all, 
the  streets  mentioned  in  the  order,  is  in  the  abut- 
ters. 

Frederick  O.  Prince,  Mayor. 

Alderman  Slade— The  board  will  recollect  by  the 
order  passed  here,  that  bef  ire  that  company  can  go 
anv  further,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  hive  got  to 
make  all  necessary  regulations,  and  possioly  nass  an 
ordinance.  But  as  [  said  before,  the  committee  have 
ennsidered  this  matter  all  through  the  summer,  and 
this  seemed  to  be  the  best  thing  with  which  to  get  a 
starting  point.  The  parties  have  no  absolute  rights 
until  the  Board  of  Aldermen  adopt  those  regula- 
tions. The  Corporation  Counsel  sajs  that  this  is  a 
proper  order  to  pass,  and  I  hope  we  shall  pass  it,  not- 
withstanding the  veto. 

Alderman  Hersey — At  the  time  this  matter  was 
passed  I  had  some  uoubt  as  to  whether  it  was  really 
a  proper  order  to  pass,  and  the  board  will  remember 
that  I  requested  that  the  matter  might  no,  te  clinch- 
ed at  that  time  by  a  vote  on  the  question  of  recon 
sideration,  but  I  afterwards  withdrew  the  objection. 
But  after  some  reflection  I  am  satisfied  that  we  ought 
not  at  that  time  to  have  passed  the  order.  It  looks 
to  me  as  though  it  would  be  used  against  existing 
companies  to  make  a  trade  with  this  company.  1  be- 
lieve the  telegraph  wires  sh  mid  be  placed  below 
ground,  and  that  placing  them  above  the  streets 
should  not  go  on  any  longer  than  we  can  help  it. 
But  I  believe  we  should  give  the  companies  now  or- 
ganized and  using  the  wires  an  opportunity  to  unite 
their  interests  and  place  these  tubes  in  the  streets, 
rather  rhar  givs  the  privilege  to  an  outside  com- 
pany. I  think  tnat  if  we  had  passed  an  order  that 
on  and  alter  a  certain  date  all  teletTaph  w;res  should 
be  carried  below  the  surface  of  the  ground,  it  would 
compel  these  companies  to  unite  in  some  plan  to 
place  their  wires  underground.  Of  course  until 
some  such  action  is  takeD  they  will  run  their  wires 
on  poles.  Tois  is  ore  way  of  drivi  g  them  to  using 
underground  wires,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  me  it  is 
the  iieht  or  proper  way.  I  believe  the  existing  com- 
panies should  have  the  first  opportunity  rather  than 
a  new  organization.  The  citizens  will  eventually 
have  the  right  to  pay  this  imposed  tax  upon  the  vari- 
ous companies.  . 

Alderman  Tucker — Tn  reply  to  the  Alderman  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat,  I  would  state  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Paving,  that  this  matter  has  been 
before  them  for  many  months.  Toe  committee  have 
seen  the  importance  of  immediate  action  being  taken 
to  get  the  telegraph  wire,  under  ground.  We  have 
had  this  system  submitted  by  the  petitioners  named 
in  tne  order:  the  committee  liavs  had  a  great  many 
meetings;  the  various  telegraph  and  telephone  com- 
panies have  been  represemed,  and  not  oje  of  these 
parties  would  eveu  suggest  a  plan.  They  have  not 
been  prepared  to  suggest  another  plan.  I  tak3  it 
tha*  this  is  not  an  outside  company, but  will  he  formed 
among  citizens  and  tax-piyers  of  Boston.  It  is 
the  only  plan  presented  to  the  Committee  on 
Paving  whereby  there  was  any  sort  of  a  show 
for  getting  the  telegraph  wires  underground.  I 
bave~askea  questions  myself  of  the  representatives  of 
the  companies,  repeatedly,  if  they  'jould  suagest  any- 
thing to  relieve  ns,  and  the>  said  they  had  not  a  sin- 
gle idea.  If  the  Alderman  opposite  was  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Paving  one  year,  I  think  he 
would  change  his  mind  and  become  convinced  that 
we  cannot  pre=s  this  thing  too  early.  It  is  important 
that  it  should  be  done,  and  I  hope  we  shall  pass  the 
order  notwithstanding  the  veto. 

Alderman  Her»ey— There  are  some  difficulties,  I 
believe,  in  placing  wires  for  telephone,  telegraph 
and  electric  lighting  purposes  all  in  the  same  tube. 
I  don  t  know  but  these  parties  to  whom  we  have 
voted'  this  right  have  a  pi  ra  that  has  been  per- 
fected, that  will  accomolish  that,  but  if  this 
order  is  passed  it  will  stand  iu  the  way  of  any  other 
party  who  does  eventually  succeed  iu  a  plan  for 
passing  all  the  wires  in  one  tube.  I  believe  a  per- 
lectedplan  should  be  snown  before  anvoody  has 
the  right.  You  cannot  expect  the  telegraph  and 
telephone  companies  to  volunteer  a  plan,"  when 
their  wires  are  upon  poles.  But  you  can  do  it  by 
passing  that  their  wires  shall  be  run  unuer  ground, 
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and  giving  tbem  some  time  to  prepare  for  it.  I 
think  this  is  lorcing  them  into  the  bunds  of  some 
other  parties  to  be"  taxed.  The  companies  would 
have  to  bu>  the  rights  of  the.-e  parties  at  a  large 
price  and  act  them  out  of  the  way  in  that  way.  1  do 
not  believe  it  is  going  to  accomplish  the  object 
sought. 

A'derirtan  Tucker— I  feel  confident  tlrat  Mr. 
Shorey  had  before  the  committee  evidence  of  an  ex- 
periuiont  rhat  had  been  tried  in  Philadelphia,  whore 
all  the  wires  had  been  put  together,  for  telephone, 
telegraph  and  electric  hgntiDg  purposes,  and  they 
worked  successfully.  It  was  brought  before  the 
committee,  anil  »ebadareuuri  from  an  expert  of 
the  Western  Uuion  Telegraph  Company  tha.  it  was 
correct. 

Alderman  Woolley— I  very  much  di-liketu  get  up 
in  (bis  board  and  advocate  toe  passage  of  an  order 
over  the  opinion  of  the  Mayor,  But  when  he,  in  his 
excuse  tor  not  signing  the  order,  questions  the  legal- 
ity of  noma  so,  we  have  the  opinion  of  ihc  legal  ad- 
vis.r  of  tue  city,  which  the  Committee  on  Paving  ob- 
tained before  ibey  reported  tins  oidcr,  aim  that 
legal  gentleman  to-day,  in  the  presence  of  bis 
Honor  the  Mayor  said  10  him  that  ho  saw  no  reason 
to  change  his  opiuion;  that  this  was  a  perfectly  legal 
and  proper  order  for  this  buard  to  pass,  aud  that 
they  had  a  right  to  do  so.  I  dislike  to  stand  here 
and  advocate  tbe  pa-sage  of  the  order  ovt-r  the  opin- 
ion ol  his  Honor,  or  over  his  veto:  but,  nevertheless, 
I  am  obliged  to  do  so  from  a  sense  of  duty.  It  has 
beeu  well  saiu  t>r  my  associates  on  the  Committee  on 
Paving  that  we  have  given  this  a  very  long  hearing. 
I  think  we  have  had  some  ten  or  'welve  hearings  oa 
this  subject,  taking  all  the  way  from  one  to  three 
Hour' at  eucb  hearing.  The  several  companies  have 
appeared  before  he  committee,  not  oulv  by 
representative  experts  but  by  counsel.  It  has 
been  well  said  by  ui.v  associate  that  they  have 
beeu  giveii  every  facility  to  show  the  Com- 
mittee on  Paving  some  good  and  sufficient 
reason  why  these  wires  should  not  be  placed 
underground.  They  have  beeu  asked  to  show  to  the 
committee  some  plan  of  their  own,  w;.ich  tuey  nave 
not  done  On  tue  contrary  these  gentlemen  put 
their  petition  in  here;  they  have  shown  and  con- 
vinced the  committee  that  they  have  a  perfect  sys- 
tem, as  certified  to  by  experts  seui  to  Philadelphia 
by  toe  petitioners  to  examine  and  report  upon  the 
working  of  it,  and  the  committi-e  have  reuortedin 
favor  of  adoptiug  the  plan.  Therefore,  I  say  ihe 
committee  have  given  all  ihe  parties  interested,  and 
all  the  existing  companies,  a  chance  to  show  to  the 
committee  some  good  and  sufficient  reason  why  these 
wires  shouid  not  be  placed  underground,  or  to  show 
some  plan  of  their  own  for  doing  so.  1  have  in  my 
hands  the  opinion  of  the  Corporation  Counsel  iu 
regard  to  it.  This  order  was  suomitted  to  the  Cor- 
poration Counsel  at  the  request  of  the  Committee  oa 
Paving,  and  here  is  his  answer: 

"Iu  ujv  opinion  the  question  rai-ed  is  one  of  expe- 
diency on'y;  that  tb.2  power  asked  for  may  be  legally 
granted. 

(Signed)  J.  P.  Healy  " 

That  order  as  returned  to  the  board  was  sent  to 
Mr.  lle;.ly  and  that  is  his  answer  in  regard  tu  it  Mr. 
Healy,  to-day,  says  he  sees  do  reason  to  change  his 
mind,  and  that  it  is  a  perfectly  legal  a"d  proper 
order.  There  is  no  doubt  as  to  whether  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  have  the  authority.  There  was  au  act 
passed  and  approved,  March  l lth,  1880,  which  reads 
as  follows: 

"  The  city  council  of  any  cily,  and  the  selectmen 
of  anv  town,  may  establish  reasonable  regulations 
for  the  erection  and  maintenance  of  ail  t  legraph 
and  telephone  lines  ot  wire  within  their  respective 
cities  or  iowus,  inclining  tire  alarm  and  police  lines, 
and  all  other  lines  owned  or  u-ed  by  said  cities  or 
towns,  and  may  permit  the  same  to  be  hud  under 
any  public  way  or  square.  In  cities  such  regulatious 
shall  be  made  b.v  ordinance." 

Now  the  question  aii-es  whether  t.ho  Citv  Council 
of  Boston,  not  having  exercised  tbe  riiht  to  frame 
an  ordinance,  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  havepo*er 
to  give  permission  to  thc-e  parties.  The  opinion  of 
the  Corporation  Counsel  is  that  the  city  not  having 
exercised  'heir  right  to  establish  au  ordinance,  that 
power  remains  where  it  did  before  the  act  was  pass- 
ed—with  the  Hoard  of  Aldermen  and  the  Xlajor, 
That  was  the  opinion  of  the  corporation  Counsel 
given  to  me  to  day  iu  t.:e  presence  of  the  Mayor. 
Now,  i  cannot  -ee,  to-day,  wiih  ad  the  troub  e  *e 
have,  or  may  auticipale  or  running  tnese  poles  on 
the  streets  or  housetops,  why  the  present  Hoard  of 
Aldermen  should  go  baCK  in  any  way  or  reconsider 
their  former  action.  1  hope  the  board  will  sustain 
the  committee  in  their  opinion  in  regard  to  this 
order. 


Alderman  Slide — I  want  to  say  a  word  furth- 
er. At  the  hearings  that  have  beeu  held  by  the 
Committee  on  Paving  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
there  have  usually  been  present  delegations 
from  or  officers  of  the  different  telegraph 
and  telephone  companies  in  the  cily.  I  do  not 
know  just  how  many  there  are,  but  there  are 
several.  Kach  one,  after  being  as  you  might  <-ay,  al- 
mo-t  forceo  to  say  something,  have  expressed  the 
desire  to  try  the  experiment,  eacn  oue  for  itself. 
Tlrat  it  has  been  of  the  things  which  have  stood  iu 
the  way  of  the  Committee  on  Paving  getting  around, 
so  that  one  cnmpauv  could  get  a  wire,  or  conduit,  or 
whatever  it  is  called,  that  all  the  other  companies 
coulo  u  e.  I  do  not  kn  w  that  any  one  company 
that  is  organized  in  this  city  would  care  to  go 
to  tins  exoense  of  a  doubtful  experiment,  as  this 
would  be.  to  accommodate  all  the  other  companies. 
It  lias  been  one  of  the  knottiest  questions  for  this 
committee  to  get  over,  to  do  something  that  will  ac- 
commodate all  ihe  companies  through  one  street, aud 
digging  all  the  streets  up  at  one  lime  and  in  one 
place.  We  believe  this  is  the  most  feasible  plan  that 
tuts  been  br aught  before  us,  and  we  have  a  hope  that 
it  will  be  a  success— so  much  that  we  are  willing  to 
report  it  as  toe  best  thiug  that  we  could  possible  get 
hold  of  to  report.  The  remark  has  been  made  in 
regard  :o  passing  an  oider  that  ihe  telegraph  wires 
should  be  put  underground  within  a  certain  time. 
The  City  of  Chicago  passed  such  an  order  as  that  a 
year  ago.  When  1  was  there  I  made  Some  considera- 
ble inquiries  about  that.  Tueir  ordinance  is  that  no 
more  wives  shall  be  put  above  ground  alter  two 
years.  JNotbing  has  been  done  towards  putting  the 
wires  underground,  and  tlie.y  dm't  know  wnat  to  do. 
I  saw  a  liitle  paragraph  in  the  papers  some  time 
ago,  that  they  were  waiting  to  see  what  Bo-ton  is 
going  to  do.  I  believe  we  have  ollered  the  best 
thing  that  can  be  offered,  that  is  likely  to  succeed, 
ami  carry  all  the  wives  into  one  conduit.  I  believe 
that  thiB  order  ought  to  pass  as  a  preliminary  step. 

Alderman  Curtis — I  am  aware  that  it  is  very  uu- 
plcasant  to  siaud  in  the  Board  ot  Alderman  and  vote 
againt  the  veto  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor.  But,  sir, 
this  is  a  subject,  which  I  have  been  at  work  on,  and 
some  of  my  a  soeiates  have  been  ar.  work  on  it  all 
summer,  to  see  it  we  cannot  get  some  plan  to  get  these 
wires  out  of  the  streets.  I  have  been  ooposcd  by  the 
Committee  on  Paving  when  1  objected  to  putting 
these  poles  i<:  this  street  aud  that.  I  also  said  that 
un<ess  che  Board  of  Aldermen  took  some  steps  no 
one  would  come  forward  to  propose  a  system  where- 
by they  could  put  these  poles  underground.  Instead 
of  our  forcing  ti»e  telegraph  aud  telephone  compa- 
nies to  pay  tribute  to  this  comp  my,  1  consider  that 
the  companies  have  forced  some  other  company  to 
come  forward  ami  adopt,  a  plan  to  do  this  tning. 
Tiiis  Board  ot  Aldermen  have  been  forced,  as  you 
might  say,  by  these  companies  to  aiiopt  this  plan. 
Tnis  is  the  lirst  plan  ever  recommended  by  any  com- 
mittee. They  are  willing  to  come  forward  ard  be- 
come responsible  for  these  things  and  carry  the 
wires  underground.  It  has  t  een  stated  hero 
that  we  are  going  to  put  it  into  the  hands 
of  one  corporation,  ami  that  all  the  other 
companies  have  got  to  pay  tribute  to  Caesar. 
One  Alderman  stated  that  he  cannot  go  lor  it,  be- 
cause he  desires  the  companies  in  existence  to 
bave  a  chance  to  put  these  wires  under  ground.  I 
would  ask  whether  or  not  it  would  not  be  placing 
ourselves  in  the  situation  to  give  the  companies  ex- 
isting now  in  Boston  these  very  powers  to  do  it,  al- 
though they  have  not  cume  forward  with  any  plan? 
Why  should  we  give  it  to  these  couipaoie- in  exist- 
ence? Perhaps  in  a  week  from  to-dav,  af  or  that 
order  is  pa  scd,  another  company  may  come  in  and 
want  to  put  uo  wires  and  put  theui  la  pipes  under 
ground.  This  company  will  say,  you  have  got  to  pay 
tribute  to  us  we  will  hold  the  city  and  all  uew  com- 
panies will  have  to  pay  tribute  to  us,  as  the  powers 
have  been  given  to  us  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men. Therefore,  1  cannot  aee.  why  it  is  any 
worse  for  tiie  companies  to  pav  tribute  to  these 
individ-.vds  any  more  than  it  .  wnul  I  be  ou 
the  other  hand.  The  guard  whicu  is  to  be  thrown 
around  this  operation  is  sufficient,  in  my  opinion,  to 
regulate  the  matter  so  that  there  shall  not  be  any 
imposition  upon  any  new  companies  coining  lorward. 
Anew  company  coming  forward  will  fare  just  as 
well  under  che  regulations  as  anv  company  of  the 
present  day.  Theu  again,  as  1  said  the  other  even- 
ing, the  city  will  get  some  compensation  for  this 
thing,  besines.  aclting  tbe  wires  uuderurouun,  for  all 
the  wnet  of  the  city  will  be  laid  in  those  pipes  Ireo 
of  charge  to  the  city.  Therefore,  I  crmiot  see  why 
we  should  refuse  to  lay  these  pipes  iu  the  sireets, 
and  give  these  parties  the  privilege.  I  hono  we  shall 
sustain  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
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AliiermaD  Woolley — A  remark  has  been  made  by 
the  Aldennan  opposite  in  regard  to  this  company 
charging  too  much  for  this  matter  of  using  tbe  pipes. 
This  company  guarantee  that  they  will  not  cbarge  a 
rental  over  and  atwve  the  «ost,  of  maintaining  wires 
on  poles  overhead  at  the  present  time.  Then  again, 
it  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  to  re- 
voke at  any  time  the  permission  given  to  this  co.u- 
pauy.  The  board  cau  revoke  it  at  any  time  they  see 
tit  for  cause.  Tu-n  again  this  company  cannot  lay 
their  wires  undergiound  until  they  have  given  a  bond 
sufficient,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  it  Mermen. 
to  protect  private  interests  and  rights.  Therefore,  I 
do  not  see  why  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  representing 
the  City  of  Boston,  are  not  as  good  a  protection  for 
ttio  several  telephone  and  telegraph  companies  as 
they  have.  It  seems  to  me  we  need  no  more  guaran- 
tee than  is  provided  for. 

Alderman  Hersey— I  presume  the  reason  why  those 
companies  have  never  adopted  any  plan  is  because 
there  has  never  been  a  perfected  plan.  I  think 
there  has  not  been  a  perfected  plan  for  passing  all 
the  wires  *hrough  one  tube  that  is  sat  e.  Whenever 
a  safe  and  feasible  plan  shall  have  been  discovered, 
undoubtedly  the  companies  will  adopt  it.  But  you 
are  only  olaeing  an  obstruction  in  the  way  of  adopt- 
ing it  now.  Any  one  who  will  discover  how  it  may 
be  done,  will  have  an  opportunity  to  do  it.  But  you 
don't  advance  the  matter  any  by  adopting  this  plan. 
It  is  said  that  lio.-ton  is  waiting  to  see  what  Boston 
will  do.  That  is  true.  They  are  waiting  to  profit  by 
what  Boston  will  do  if  it  is  a  success.  It  seems  to  me 
It  is  only  hindering  the  matter  by  passing  this  order 
at  the  present  time. 

Alderman  Haldeuoan— "When  this  order  was  passed 
by  the  Board  ot  Aldermen,  at  our  last  meeting,  by,  I 
believe,  a  unanimous  vote,  I  made  some  objection 
to  the  expediency  of  calling  up  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider, hoping  it  would  not  prevail,  because  I  did  not 
like  that  sort  of  thing,  and  I  explained  that  for  the 
first  lime  since  I  have  been  in  this  board  I  should 
vote  for  such  a  motion.  The  reason  I  uid  so, 
I  explained  at  the  time,  was  that  the  moment  it  be- 
came miblic  that  we  had  given  such  a  valu  ible  fran- 
chise as  this,  we  would  be  ridden  down  by  hundreds 
of  offers  from  other  sources.  The  prediction  I  made 
has  been  verified  by  the  fact  that  the  next  morning 
after  this  order  was  passed,  the  city  was  in 
a  perfect  howl,  made  by  parties  who  might 
be  affected  by  it.  Lirge  monopolies  and  corpora- 
tions, who  now  appear  to  own  our  streets  with  their 
wires  and  pole-*,  brought  their  influence  to  bear  upon 
the  City  Government  and  its  various  departments  to 
reverse  our  action.  1  then  saw  the  wisdom  of  this 
board  in  having  clinched  the  order  by  refusing  tore- 
consider.  I  ain  very  sorry  tnit  the  Mayor  should 
think  proper  to  send  to  this  board  a  veto  against  a 
unanimous  vote,  and  for  reasons  which  I  do  not  con- 
ider  sufficient  unless  it  be  a  question  of  legal- 
ity, which  I  am  not  prepared  to  question.  If,  how 
ever,  the  order  is  illegal,  it  is  so  much  the  worse  for 
the  gentlemen  to  profit  by  it.  It  is  their  case  to  work 
out.  But  I  as  an  Alderman  do  not  believe  in  stand- 
ing in  the  way  of  public  progress.  I  think  it  is  time 
that  the  Cty  of  Boston  at  least  should  tike  one  step 
forward  in'  the  way  01  ar.  electric  system.  For 
years  we  have  plead  against  the  further  erection  of 
poles  in  our  various  avenues.  A  short  time  since, 
when  the  exhibition  was  opened,  a  line  of  poles  was 
called  for  in  Huutington  aveuue.  I  opposed  it 
becduse  I  did  not  think  the  avenue  should  be  dis- 
figured by  a  line  of  poles  wben  the  same  result  could 
be  accomplished  iu  another  direction.  But  it  was 
showu  that  I  was  standing  in  the  way  of  the  exhi- 
bition. It  was  sh  wu  very  plausibly  that  the  tele- 
phone wires  cannot  be  worked  upon  telegraph  poles. 
I  acceded  finally  to  the  erection  of  the  poles  upon 
condition  that  they  should  be  removed  immediately 
after  the  exhibitions  weie  closed.  I  venture  to  sav 
that  those  poles  bare  not  been  removed,  and  will 
not  be  for  a  good  many  years  to  come.  You 
.know  that  monopolies,  when  they  get  hold, 
never  go  backward,  but  always  forward.  Since 
the  passage  of  this  order  it  has  beeu  loudly 
declared  that  the  large  telegraoh  companies 
do    not     care     for    this;     that    they    have     their 

Soles  up  and  wi  1  keep  them  up  in  spite  of  the 
oard  of  Aldermen.  They  claim  to  have  the  law  and 
posses-ion.  It  has  been  changed  that  this  company  is 
a  monopolv.  I  am  prepared  to  say  that  I  believe  in 
monopolies  To  progress,  it  is  necessary  that  you 
should  encourage  monopolies.  If  a  man  makes  an 
invention  we  give  hiin  a  patent  to  reward  his  efforts 
for  the  discovery.  So  it  is  with  these  gentlemen  that 
.come  forward, and  at  their  own  expense  have  experi- 
mented and  arrived  at  that  point  when  they  can  suc- 
cessfully come  before  the  Ci'y  of  Boston  and  say  ws 
will  relieve  our  citizens  of  this  nuisance.  I  think  they 


are  entitled  to  consideration,  and  if  it  should  be  a 
monopoly  they  deserve  it.  It  has  been  charged  that 
they  will  sell  out  to  other  corporations.  I  have 
no  doubt  they  will.  Take  the  large  telegraph 
companies,  they  have  a  system  oi  crushing  out 
smaller  ones.  If  it  is  necessary  that  these  great 
monopolies  shall  he  obliged  to  purchase  the  fran- 
chise we  have  granted,  so  much  the  worse  for 
them.  I  doubt  not  the  thing  may  come.  But  as  this 
company  are  to  be  responsible  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  as  the  order  provides  that  the  cost  shall 
not  be  greater  than  that  of  maintaining  the  wires 
at  present,  and  as  we  have  reserved  the  right  to  give 
the  same  privilege  to  others,  I  think  the  pnblic  are 
well  protected.  This  charge  of  pulling  np  the  streets 
and  interfering  with  the  rights  of  abutters  comes  at 
a  late  day.  The  poor  abutters  were  never  considered 
wnen  you  dug  up  their  streets  for  gas  pipes 
and  other  monopolies.  Nor  does  the  paying  of 
tribute  to  this  underground  system  amount  to 
anything,  for  to-day  the  companies  that  put  up  the 
poets  rent  the  priviiegeof  usingthem  toothers.  Itis 
simply  a  pretext  raised  by  interested  capital,  and 
I  believe  the  time  has  come  when  Boston  at  lea°t 
should  take  a  step  forward  in  this  system.  When 
they  tell  me  that  two  sets  of  wires  cannot  be  ussd 
for  different  purposes  on  th«  same  pole,  I  don't  be- 
lieve it.  When  vou  tell  me  that  wires  cannot  be  ran 
underground  for  telegraph,  telephone  and  electric 
lighting  purposes,  I  don't  believe  it.  I  admit  that 
wires  beside  each  other  would  not  work  if  laid  naked. 
Insulating  them  will  be  more  costly,  but  they  ean  be 
laid  each  so  that  they  will  work,  if  properly  insula- 
ted. We  have  passed  an  order  for  lighting  the  streets 
with  electricity,  but  made  no  provision  for  caring  for 
those  wires.  Anybody  reading  the  newspapers  will 
notice  the  increase  in  the  number  of  accidents  from 
wires  for  electric  lights.  We  increase  that  danger 
by  not  requiring  tnem  to  be  insulated.  By  putting 
them  underground  we  compel  them  to  be  insulated. 
In  a  large  city  that  is  the  only  way  to  get  the  gen- 
eral use  of  electric  lights.  I  should  like  to  have  sur- 
rounded the  order  for  electric  lights  with  a  con- 
dition that  no  wire  shall  oe  run  overhead  with- 
out being  insulated.  Thinking  as  I  do,  I  do  not 
want  to  stop  progress  in  all  great  inventions. 
I  think  we  have  done  a  wise  thing  by  giving  this 
company  a  chance  to  commence  their  work.  If 
what  thev  have  done  is  not  sufficiently  past  the  ex- 
perimental stage,  it  is  their  fault.  If  what  they  do 
is  not  successful  it  will  be  at  their  own  risk,  and  it  is 
none  of  our  business.  Some  city  must  give  them 
an  opportunity,  and  'he  City  of  Boston  is  the  proper 
one  to  commence.  I  hope  this  board  will  stand  by 
their  vote.  I  certainly  shall  vote  as  I  did  the  other 
night. 

The  order  was  passed,  the  Mayor's  veto  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding,  yeas  10,  nays  2,  Aldermen 
Frost  and  Hersey  voting  nay. 

WIDENING  OF  KNEELAND  STREET. 

A  report  and  order  ca"ie  down  appropriating 
$180,000  lor  the  widening  of  Kneeland  street.  Order 
passed  in  concurrence,  yeas  12,  nays  0. 

The  hour  having  arrived  foi  holding  the  joint  con- 
vention, his  Honor  the  Mayor  entered  the  chamber, 
and  with  the  members  ot  the  board  proceeded  to 
the  Common  Council  Chamber.  After  the  members 
returned  to  the  Aldermanic  Chamber  the  following 
business  was  transacted: 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS    REFERRED. 
Alderman    Woolley   offered   an    order — That    all 
matters  in  the  hands  of   the  several   standing  com- 
mittees of  this  board  be  referred  to  the  next  Board 
of  Aldermen. 

LAMPS. 

Alderman  Breck  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Lamps: 

Report  that  no  lurther  action  is  necessary  on  the 
following  petitions  i'or  lamps,  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  having  been  granted: 

E.  P.  Wilbur  and  others, rear  350  Columbus  avenue; 
Isaac  Fenui,  on  Bnena  Vista  avenue;  James  F. 
Supple,  on  Hawthorne  street;  Harrison  Loring,  oa 
M  street,  between  First  and  Second  streets;  Daniel 
A.  Patch,  rear  Springfield  and  Worcester;  W.  H. 
Davis,  on  Ne'son  and  Capen  streets. 

Reports  of  leave  to  withdraw  on  the  lollowing  pe- 
titions for  lamps: 

Heurv  A.  Cook  and  others,  off  Norfolk  street, 
Ward  24. 

William  George,  on  Centre  street,  Ward  23. 

George  A.  Sawyer,  on  Centre  street,  Ward  24. 

M.  Rosennriiu,  at  7  Rutland  street. 

Charles  B.  Pcvear.  on  Pevear  place. 

Ellen  McAleer,  at  264  Tremont  street. 
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William  H.  Gay,  junction  Blue-Hill  aveane  and 
.Norfolk  street. 

Alfonse  French,  on  Lucas  9treet. 

Henry  W.  Wellington,  on  Allandale  street. 

E.  W.  RMgway.  on  Rutland  place. 

Severally  accepted. 

REMOVAL  OP  THE  BEACON   HILL  RESEKTOIE. 

Alderman  Woolley  ollered  an  order— That  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be  authorized  to 
place  guy  poses  in  .Myitle  and  Temple  streets,  for 
the  purpose  of  attaching  ropes  to  the  derricks  used 
in  the  removal  of  the  Beacon  Hill  reservoir  building. 
Passed. 

PERMIT  FOR  STEAM   ENGINES. 

Alderman  Whitten  submitted  a  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Steam  Engines  in  favor  of  granting  a 
permit  to  ei>ct  aud  use  an  additional  steam  boiler  at 
96  and  98  Sudbury  street.    Accepted. 

Alderman  Curtis  ollered  an  order — That  leave  be 
granted  to  William  H.  Leatheibee  &  Son,  to  locate 
and  use  a  steam  boiler  of  torty-horsfc  power  for  the 
purpjse  of  drying  lumber  at  premises  corner  of  Al- 
bany and  East  Dedham  streets. 

Alderman  Curtis — The  premises  have  been  ex- 
amined aud  there  is  no  objection.  The  Inspector  of 
Buildings  says  there  i«  no  objection  to  it. 

The  order  was  passed. 

CLERK  HIRE  IN  THE  COURTS. 
Alderman  Tucker  presented  requisitions  from  the 
clerks  of  the  seveial  courts  for  clerk  hire  during  the 
month  of  December,  as  follows: 

Superior  Civil. $200  32 

Supreme  Judicial 135  00 

Superior  Criminal 223  34 

Approved  and  ordered  paid. 

THE  ANNUAL  DINNER  OF  THE  BOARD. 

AHeruian  Tucker  offered  an  order — That  the 
C  hairuian  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  be  authorized 
to  approve  the  bill  for  the  annual  dinner  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  and  invited  guests,  the  expense 
attending  the  same  to  be  charged  to  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men.   Passed. 

PERMITS  FOR  STABLES. 

Alderman  Caldwell  submitted  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Health  on  the  part  of  the  Board  as 
follows: 

That  leave  be  granted  on  the  usual  conditions  to 
occupy  stables  by  John  Turner,  Medford  street. 
Ward  4;  Robert  Dudley,  Rutherford  avenue,  near 
Miller  street;  Samuel  1$.  Peirce,  Boston  street,  near 
Hamlet  street,  Ward  20;  Sarah  J.  Low,  Falcon 
street,  Ward  1. 

Of  leave  to  withdraw  on  petitions  to  occupy  stables 
by  Simon  P.  Humphrey,  69  Bowen  street,  Ward  21; 
J.  F.  French,  02  Bremen  stieet. 

Severally  accepted. 

COMPENSATION     FOR     POULTRY     DESTROYED     BY 
DOGS. 

Alderman  Viles  submitted  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Police  on  the  part  of  the  board,  on  the 
petition  of  Joseph  Morrill,  Jr.,  recommending  the 
passage  of  an  order — That  there  be  allowed  and  paid 
'o  Joseph  Morrill,  Jr.,  in  compensation  for  poultry 
destroyed  by  dogs  on  the  17th  of  February,  1878,  the 
sum  of  thirty- rive  dollars:  said  sum  to  be  paid  from 
the  receipts  for  dog  licenses. 

Passed. 

ARMORIES. 

Alderman  Slade  offered  an  order— That  the  Com- 
mittee on  Armories  be  authorized  to  hire,  for  a  term 
of  live  years  from  January  1st,  1882,  premises  at  No. 
358  Main  street,  Charlestown,  to  be  u-ed  as  an  armory 
for  Company  A,  Fifth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  M.  V. 
M.;  the  expense,  not  exceediug  $800  per  annum,  to 
be  charged  to  the  appropriation  for  armories;  aud 
that  His  Honor  the  Mayor  be  authorized  to  execute 
a  lease  of  said  premises.    Passed. 

INSPECTOR    OF  PRISONS. 

Aldermaa  Slade  submitted  the  following  (City 
Doc.  163): 

The  special  committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermeu 
appointed  to  visit,  the  jail  and  other  houses  ot  deten- 
tion witniu  the  County  of  Suffolk,  and  to  make  the 
examinations  and  inspection  required  by  law,  re- 
spectfully submit  their  second  semi-annual  report. 
Marcetla-Street  Some, 

The  committee  visited  this  institution  for  juvenile 
pauper  and  neglected  children  of  both  sexes  on  the 
22d  of  December.  At  that  time  the  number  of  sen- 
tenced children  was  194. 


The  committee  visited  the  schools,  which  were  in 
session,  the  dormitories,  and  the  hospital,  which  con- 
tained half-a-dozen  patients;  aud  they  found  all 
departments  in  most  excellent  condition. 

.since  the  inspection  by  the  committee,  in  June 
last,  the  new  brick  building  erected  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  female  pauper  aud  ueglected  chil- 
dren, formerly  located  at  D=er  Island,  has  been  oc- 
cupied by  them,  and  it  contains  all  the  conveniences 
and  comforts  which  are  essential  for  such  large  num- 
bers of  children. 

The  plav-grouBde  for  the  children  have  been  en- 
larged, as  heretofore  suggested  by  this  committee, 
and  nothing  appears  to  be  wanted  to  make  them 
comfortably  healthy,  and  happy 

The  children  and  teachers  in  this  department  do 
not  regret  their  transfer  from  Deer  Island  to  this 
new  and  commodious  structure. 

Ophthalmia  aud  ringworm  disorders,  which  ar« 
apt  to  infect  a  lot  of  children  brought  'ogether 
from  neglected'  and  wretched  homes,  still  linger 
among  the  iuu«tes,  though  the  cases  are  not  so 
numerous  as  formerly. 

Lunatic  Hospital. 

The  commitee  visited  this  institution  oa  the  2id 
inst.  On  that  day  the  whole  number  ot  inmates  wai 
183,  being  a  larger  number  than  the  building  oan 
properly  accommodate. 

The  committee  reuew  with  increased  emphasis  th« 
statement  made  iu  their  last  report,  that  this  hospi- 
tal building  is  far  behind  any  other  in  the  State,  as 
regards  the  appliances  and  facilities  for  a  humane 
treatment  of  the  patients. 

The  building  Is  quite  old,  its  stairways  are  ooa- 
tracted,  its  halls  are  narrow;  its  windows  are  neces- 
sarily barred ,  so  tUat  escape  of  all  the  bewildered 
patients,  in  case  of  tire,  is  not  probable, .  though  an 
ample  fire-escape  is  provided.  But  aside  from  this, 
there  are  not  enough  sleeping-rooms,  and  the  dining- 
rooms  are  miserably  contracted,  so  much  so  that 
tables  are  set  iu  the  wards  directly  among  the 
patients, — which  tends  to  create  unnecessary  excite- 
ment and  trounle. 

The  unfortunate  inmates  of  this  hospital  are  afflict- 
ed, not.  of  their  own  volition,  or  by  reason  of  any 
crime  or  offence,  and  they  ought  to  have  the  best  ac- 
commodations and  comforts  that  the  city  cau  provide. 

The  committee  feel  that  many  projects  are  enter- 
tained by  tne  City  Council  which  do  not  deserve  so 
much  cousideration  as  does  this  necessity  .for  better 
hospital  accommodations. 

Under  these  disadvantages  the  committee  believe 
that  the  Superintendent  and  his  assistants  do  all  that 
is  possible  to  oheer,  com  fort  and  console  the  patients. 

Bouse  of  Correction. 
HfiThis  institution  was  visited  on  the  22d  inst.  The 
committee  inspee:ed  the  prisons,  shops  and  other 
departmeBts,  which  were  all  found  iu  their  usual 
neat  and  orderly  condition,  elvery  prisoner  who 
could  work  was  engaged  in  work  of  some  kind.  The 
facilities  for  labor  at  the  House  ot  Correction  are 
quite  extensive  and  systematic,  aud,  in  consequence, 
the  diaciplineis  methodical.  Such  prisoners  as  the 
committee  questioned  appeared  to  be  contented  with 
their  food  and  treatment.  The  bread  for  the  Lunatic 
Hospital  and  for  this  institution  is  baked  on  these 
premises,  and  is  of  excellent  quality. 

At  the  time  of  this  inspection  the  whole  number 
of  prisoners  was  443,  69  of  whom  tvere  females.  As 
female  convicts  are  now  sent  to  the  Female  Prison 
at  Sherborn,  only  a  few  are  sent  to  the  House  of 
Correction,  to  act  as  domestics  and  to  work  iu  the 
laundry.  Everything  connected  with  the  health, 
comfort  aud  discipline  ot  the  nnsouers  at  this  insti- 
tution appears  to  be  very  satisfactory. 
.  Jail. 

The  committee  Dspected  the  Jail  on  December 
23d,  on  which  day  the  whole  number  of  inmates  was 
15^.  Though  this  visit  was  made  without  any  previ- 
ous notice,  the  committee  fouud  the  institution  in  a 
very  neat  and  tidy  condition.  The  prisoners  ap- 
peared to  be  satisfied  with  their  tood  and  treatment, 
aud,  upon  repeated  inquiries,  no  complain;*  were 
heard  of  a  lack  of  rations  or  of  comfort.  The  com- 
mittee examined  the  quality  of  the  food  served  out 
to  the  inmates  that  day,  and  fouud  it  satisfactory  in 
all  respects. 

The  construction  of  the  engine  room,  which  cuts 
off  all  smell  of  cooking  in  the  kitchen,  has  proved 
very  useful  in  keeping  the  air  in  the  corridors  aweet 
and  pure. 

Houses  of  Industry  and  Reformation. 

These  houses  were  visited  by  the  committee  on  the 
23d  inst.,  and  were  found  to  be  iu  their  usual  satis- 
factory condition. 
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The  number   of  inmates   was  larger  than  at  the 

time  of  the  last  inspection,  viz. : 

Nsuiberin  House  of  Industry 667 

"  House  of  Reformation 114 

"  Truant  School 150 

»61 
'The  dormitories  and  workrooms  were  examined  by 
the  committee,  and  the  rations  furnished  were  in- 
spected and  found  to  be  fresh  and  sweet.  The  health 
of  the  prisoners  was  excelleut;  in  fact,  they  all  leave 
these  institutions  in  a  better  physical  condition  than 
when  they  eater  tbem. 

The  removal  of  the  female  pauper  and  neglected 
children  to  the  new  building  at  the  Marcel  la-street 
Home  has  enabled  the  Superintendent  to  devote  the 
building  formerly  used  by  such  children  to  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  girls  in  the  House  of  Reforma- 
tion, who  are  thus  more  comfortably  situated  than  in 
their  old  quarters. 

Appended  to  this  report  will  he  found  the  usual 
statistics  furnished  by  the  several  Superintendents. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Lucius  Slade, 
C.  H.  B.  Beeck, 
Charles  V.  Whitten. 
Accepted  and  placed  on  hie. 

PAVING  REPORTS  AND  ORDERS. 

Alderman  Slade  submitted  the  following  from  the 
Committee  on  Paving: 

Reports  and  orders — 

To  pay  Edward  McLaughlin  &  Sons,  $600,  for 
grade  damages  at  615, 625, 645  aDd  683  Saratoga  street. 

To  pay  Simon  Sullivan  $275  for  grade  damages  at 
312  Bolton  street. 

To  pay  Abby  O.  Sias  $100  for  grade  damages  on  El- 
lery  street. 

Orders  passed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  cor- 
poration be  authorized  to  remove  three  hundred  feet 
in  length  of  the  edgestones  and  brick  sidewalk  on 
the  northerly  side  of  Castle  street  io  front  of  the 
contemplated  milk  depot  between  Shawmut  avenue 
and  Tremont  street,  and  to  substitute  therefor  a 
driveway  of  flagging  stones  and  small  granite  blocks 
similar  to  that  in  front  of  the  grain  elevator  of 
said  corporation  on  Chandler  street;  said  work  to  be 
done  under  the  direction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Passed. 

City  of  Boston, 
In  Board  op  Aldermen, 
December  31, 1881. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  New 
England  Dredging  Company  to  erect  fourteen  poles 
on  Congress  street  between  the  Congress-street 
bridge  and  a  point  two  thousand  feet  easterly  there- 
of, upon  condition  that  said  company  shall  first  give 
to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing  saving  harmless 
said  city  against  any  and  all  claims  for  damages, 
costs  or  expenses,  for  or  on  account  of,  or  in  any 
way  growing  out  of  the  erecting  or  maintaining  of 
said  poles  on  said  street;  also,  upon  condition  that 
the  wires  shall  be  placed  on  said  poles  not  less  than 
twenty-five  feet  from  the  ground,  and  that  said  poles 
shall  tie  removed  whenever  the  Board  of  Alder-men 
shall  so  direct. 

Passed. 

City  of  Boston, 
In  Board  of  Aldbrmen, 
December  31, 1881. 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  Amer- 
ican Bell  Telephone  Company  to  erect  thirteen  poles 
on  Exeter  street,  be'weeu  Beacon  street  and  Hun- 
tington avenue,  said  poles  to  be  placed  on  said  street 
in  the  positions,  designated  by  red  circles  on  plans 
drawn  by  Clarence  A.  Perkins,  surveyor,  dated  Sept- 
19,  1881,  and  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  Superin- 
te  dent  of  Streets;  provided,  that  ?aid  company  shall 
first  give  to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing  saving 
harmless  said  city  against  any  and  all  claims  for 
damages,  costs  or  expenses  for,  or  an  account  of,  or 
in  any  way  growing  out  of,  the  erecting  or  maintain- 
ing of  said  poles  on  said  street. 

Also,  upon  condition  that  said  poles  shall  be  kept 
well  painted  and  in  good  condition,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  tae  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  that  the 
wires  shall  be  placed  on  said  poles  not  less  than 
twenty- five  feet  from  the  ground,  and  that  the  name 
of  said  company  shall  be  distinctly  paiuted  on  the 
cros--bars  used  and  occupied  by  said  company  on 
said  poles. 

Also,  upon  condition  that  said  company  shall  al- 
low the  Fire  and  1'aving  Departments  of  this  city 
the  exclusive  use  of  the  upper  cross-bar  and  top  of 
each  pole  lor  the  purpose  of  placing  wires  thereoD. 

Also,   upon    condition  that   said    conipaoy    shall 


agree  not  to  remove  the  poles  located  by  this  order 
without  permission  ot  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
shall  agree  to  remove  said  poles  when  so  directed  by 
said  board. 

Passed. 

City  of  Boston,  ) 

In  Board  of  Aldermen,     \ 

Dec.  31, 1881.  ) 

Ordered,  That  permission  be  granted  to  the  Amer- 
ican Rapid  Telegraph  Co.  to  erect  three  poles  on 
Ruggles  street  between  Shawmut  avenue  and  West- 
minster street,  and  one  pole  on  said  Ruggles  street 
at  the  Providence  Railroad  crossing,  aDd  one  at  the 
corner  of  Duncan  street,  raid  poles  being  shown  by 
blue  circles  on  plans  drawn  by  Crafts  &  Forbes, 
civil  engineers,  dated  Aug.  9, 1881,  and  deposited  in 
the  office  bf  the  Superintendent  of  Streets.  This 
permit  is  granted  upon  condition  that  said  company 
shall  first  give  to  the  city  an  agreement  in  writing 
saving  harmless  said  city  against  any  and  all  claims 
for  damages,  costs  or  expenses,  for,  or  on  account  of 
or  in  any  way  growing  out  of  the  erecting  or  main- 
taining of  said  pole*  in  said  street.  Also,  upon  con- 
dition that  Soid  company  shall  give  to  the  cify  the 
exclusive  use  of  the  upper  cross-bar  and  top  of  each 
pole  for  the  purpose  of  placing  wires  thereou.  Also, 
upon  condition  that  the  wires  shall  be  placed  on  said 
poles  not  less  than  tweDty-five  feet  trom  the  ground, 
and  that  the  poles  shall  be  kept  well-paiuted  and  in 
good  condition  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Streets.  Also,  upon  condition  that  said 
company  shall  agree  to  remove  said  poles  when 
ordered  so  to  do  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  not 
to  remove  them  without  permission  of  said  board. 


the  recount  of  the  aldermanic  vote. 

Alderman  Haldemaa — 1  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  this  board  to  a  paragraph  in  theDaily  Aavertiser, 
and  in  order  to  get  at  the  gist  of  it  I  will  read  it: 

"With  reference  to  the  recent  recount  ot  the  bal- 
lots cast  for  Aldermen  at  the  city  election  it  may  be 
said  that  after  the  unfortunate  experience  of  last 
year,  when  Alderman  Flynn  was  an  active  member 
bf  the  committee  which  (erroneously,  as  it  afterward 
provedjeounted  him  into  office, andhis  rival.  A  lderman 
Frost,  out,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  Alderman  Whit- 
ten  was  willing  to  be  himselt  an  active  member  of 
the  committee  which  has  just  counted  kim  into  of- 
fice and  Alderman  Frost  again  ont.  Alderman 
Frost,  though  appointed  on  the  committee,  most 
properly  refused  to  touch  or  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  counting  of  the  ballots  that  were  to  decide 
bis  own  success  or  defeat;  and  though  there  is  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  it  can  be  shown  that  Alder- 
man Whitten  has  failed,  like  Alderman  Flynn,  to 
see  votes  for  his  opponent  that  were  visible  to  others, 
it  would  certainly  have  been  much  better  if  Alder- 
man Whitten  had  followed  Alderman  Frost' s  exam- 
ple and  had  declined  to  sit  as  judge  in  his  own  case." 

I  am  "orry  that  any  newspaper  of  the  character  of 
the  Daily  Advertiser  would  publish  an  article  like 
this,  because  it  is  simplv  taken  up,  as  was  don?  by 
the  Transcript,  and  we  don't  know  how  many  other 
papers,  to  be  repeated  all  over  the  country.  I  think 
that  nothing  ot  this  character  should  have  been  pub- 
lished unless  it  wis  the  proceedings  of  this  board. 
The  whole  affair  is  certainly  a  very  unpleasant  one 
for  any  person,  and  if  we  had  all  been  candidates, 
and  *  II  been  re-elected  by  a  close  v  if  e,  we  should  all 
have  been  interested  in  that  recount  as  well  as  Mr. 
Whitten  and  Mr.  Frost.  If  Mr.  Frost's  delicacy  in 
his  own  mind  required  his  withdrawal,  we  feel  that 
he  was  exooorated  from  any  such  delicacy  by  the 
action,  first  of  the  committee  and  subsequently 
by  the  entire  board.  Mr.  Whittec,  as  I  claim, 
simply  carried  out  tbe  instructions  of  this  board. 
As  the  one  aosent  member  was  replaced  by  addi- 
tional clerks  the  hardship  was  not  as  great  as  it 
might  have  been.  But  as  it  has  gone  out  that  Mr. 
Whitten  acted  improperly  because  his  vote  hap- 
pened to  be  close,  and  the  first  result  announced  was 
reversed,  I  desire  to  say  here  that  it  may  go  upon 
record  that  the  result  brought  about  by  the  recount 
was  not  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Whittei.'s  action  in 
any  particular.  The  precincts  that  made  the  great 
chanaes  were  counted  by  myself.  It  was  well  known 
before  the  recount  tnat'great  discrepancies  existed 
in  one  precinct.  In  fact  it  had  been  reported  at 
City  Hall  that  there  was  quite  a  number  of  straight 
tickets  which  had  not  been  counted.  They 
were  packed  up  and  get  into  the  box  without 
being  added  to  the  result,  in  consequence 
of  which  there  were  30  Republican  aDd  115 
Democratic  vr.tea  not  counted.  In  another 
precinct  all  the  Democratic  Aldermen's  votes  were 
not  counten',  although  the  vote  for  Mayorwas.  Those 
two  precincts  made  the  change.    The  variations  by 
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stickers,  which  will  occur  more  or  less  in  all  large 
votes,  were  unimportant  and  did  not  in  any  deeree 
affect  the  resul  .  I  will  say  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Wbitten 
that  he  counted  as  carefully  as  it  was  possible  for  a 
roan  to  count.  The  smallest  differences  were  not 
only  verified  by  his  own  assistant,  but  in  case  they 
did  not  harmonize  with  the  returns  from  the  pre- 
ciucts  they  were  pissed  over  to  another  set  thor- 
oughly disinterested,  and  counted  until  a  satisfactory 
result  was  broneht  about.  So  I  say  (bis  commenting 
by  the  public  press  to  the  injury  of  a  member  of 
the  board,  who  is  acting  by  a  unanimous  vote 
of  the  board,  becomes  a  reflection  upon  the 
board  itself.  So  I  accept  these  innuendoes  of 
the  Advertiser  an  1  Transcript,  and  such  other 
papers  as  have  copied  them,  as  aiming  at  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  and  not  at  a  particular  member  Mr. 
Whitten  was  acting  by  our  orders,  and,  as  he  be- 
lieved, according  to  bis  duty.  After  this  resection  I 
think  it  is  due  that  an  explanation  of  Hit-,  situation 
should  be  made,  it  may  be  proper  to  say  that  the 
Advertiser  has  published  an  explanatory  note,  which 
is  very  well,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  it.  But  the  ex- 
planation does  not  always  reach  the  same  parties 
who  ?aw  the  original  charge.  Tbe  Transcript  also 
professed  to  publish  an  explanation,  but  it  is  not 
such  a  one  as  any  fair-minded  editor  would  give, 
after  the  mean  charge  they  had  made. 

Alderman  Frost — I  am  sorry  to  hear  this  matter 
brought  up  for  discussion.  I  see  no  necessity  for  it 
at  all.  But  as  long  as  it  has  been  brought  up,  I  think 
it  is  due  to  uiyBeif  to  say  a  very  few  words.  I  first 
wish  to  say  that  I  was  surprised  at  the  articles  in  the 
papers.  I  certainly  have  no  idea  how  or  where  they 
came  from ;  they  were  put  there  without  any  knowl- 
edge or  instigation  of  mine,  Now,  it  seems,  as  tbe 
Alderman  on  m/ right  has  said,  that  two  papers 
which  published  the  remarks  they  did,  whether  edi- 
torial or  otherwise,  I  don't  know,  have  partially  re- 
tracted their  first  statements.  In  doing  so  the  Trans- 
cript, I  think,  bas  shown  injustice  to  me  in  one  par- 
ticular, which  although  it  inigbt  be  considered 
very  small,  it  is  a  matter  of  some  moment,  I 
think,  to  me,  as  to  my  statement  in  the 
board  when  this  matter  was  up  on  the  re- 
quest of  Alderman  Whitten  to  be  excuse  1  from 
serving  on  the  committee.  It  was  stated  that  while 
Mr.  Wbitten  finally  consented  to  serve,  that  i  had 
not,  and  had  absented  myself  from  the  committee. 
In  quotms  my  remarks  they  say,  alter  stating  that  I 
had  refused  to  count  aldermauic  ballots,  that  I  at 
first  thought  I  might  do  so,  but  on  further  considera- 
tion had  ma-ie  up  my  mind  that  I  had  better  have 
nothing  to  do  with  those  ballots.  I  did  use  those 
wort's,  but  not  in  the  connection  as  uiven  in  the 
quotation.  What  I  did  say  was,  1  had  asked  to  be 
excused  from  the  committee,  bat  the  committee 
had  relused  to  excuse  me;  thai  there  was  some- 
thing said  by  some  of  the  committee  as  to 
whether  I  could  assist  them  in  counting  ballots  in 
disputed  cases  of  counciuuen  aod  for  tbe  Mayor; 
that  I  at  first  thought  I  might,  in  on  further  con- 
sideration I  deemed  it  beet  not  to,  as  I  have  before 
skated.  The  words  wore  used,  but  in  a  different  con- 
nection, so  that  in  quoting  them  the  Transcript  used 
them  in  reference  to  counting  the  Aldenuanic  vote, 
when  they  dir1  not  apply  to  them,  but  to  other  votes. 
It  is  a  -mall  matter,  but  as  long  as  I  was  misquoted, 
and  as  this  matter  has  come  up,  I  thought  i  bad  bet- 
ter explain  it.  Now  in  regard  to  my  position  as  to 
Alderman  Whitten,  I  think  I  stated  the  case  plainly 
before,  that  although  I  wished  to  be  excused  from 
counting, — certainly  uader  the  circumstances,  my  own 
election  being  contested,  I  and  mv  friends  thought  it 
was  wrong  last  year,  and  if  it  was  wrong  last  5  ear  it 
was  WTongtbis  year,  ami  I  could  not  serve  on  tbe  com- 
mittee. But  becanse  I  didn't  think  I  could  serve,  I  did 
uotask  Alderman  Whitten  to  retire  from  tbe  commit- 
tee, and  was  perfectly  willing  to  trust  him  to  count  my 
vote.  1  told  Alderman  Whitten  I  was  perfectly 
willing  to  trust  him  to  co^nt  my  vote.  Our  excellent 
reporter  got  it  that  I  was  willing  to  trust  him  or  any 
other  man  to  count  that  vote.  What  I  meant  to  say  was 
that  I  was  wil  ling  to  trust  him  or  any  other  man  on  that 
committee  to  count  that  vote.  I  think  the  fact  that 
this  appcareo  in  the  papers  is  not  of  much  impor- 
tance to  either  Aldermau  Wh  tteu  or  myself.  Of 
com  .-e  in  the  he-it  „f  party  strife,  partisans  will  see 
things  only  on  the  outside,  aod  not  get  at  the  inside 
and  see  the  whole  particulars  of  this  nusiness,  as 
man/  of  us  have  seen  it.  I  wish  to  say  again  that  I 
know  nothing  about  where  the  newspaper  articles 
came  from. 

THE  CLOSING  PEOOEI  IHNtiB. 

Alderman  Tucker    ffered  the  foil' wing: 
Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  board  be  pre 
seuted  to  Alderman  Hugh  O'Brieu  lor  the  admirable 


manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  his  tiresome  du- 
ties as  Chairman  of  the  Board,  and  for  the  despatch 
in  which  the  public  I  nisi  "ess  has  been  transacted; 
and  upon  his  retirement  from  public  station  he  has 
the  assurance  of  the  best  wishes  of  his  associates  for 
his  future  health  and  prosperity. 

Alderman  Tucker — It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to 
offer  this  resolve.  I  have  had  the  honor  of  being  a 
member  of  this  board  tor  the  last  three  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  Alderman  O'Brien  has  b;en  our 
chairman.  I  had  served  previous  to  that  time,  for 
several  years,  in  another  department  of  the  City 
Government.  I  wish  to  express  to  Alderman  O'Brien, 
who  is  about  retiring  from  official  duties,  my  sincere 
thanks  for  the  many  courtesies  I  have  received  from 
him  during  my  membership  ot  this  board.  I  reeret 
verv  much  that  Alderman  O'Brien  is  to  leave  the 
board.  The  city  is  losing  a  verv  valuable  man— a 
gentleman  whom  I  esteem  very  highly,  and  whom  I 
shall  always  hold  in  mind  with  the  kindest  remem- 
brance, lu  his  new  sphere  of  duty,  or  wheiever  he 
may  go,  1  trust  he  will  be  successful. 

Alderman  Curtis— I  arise,  sir,  to  express  my  feel- 
ings in  relation  to  our  Chairman.  The  first  vote  I 
ever  cast  as  an  Alderman  was  for  Aldermau  O'Brieu 
for  Chairman  of  this  board,J|and  I  havehad  no  occa- 
sion to  regret  that  I  cast  that  vote.  I  am  not  90  po- 
litically bound,  sir,  as  not  to  be  able  to  vote  for  the 
man  who  is  the  most  competent  to  preside  over  a 
body  to  which  1  may  belor.g.  I  am  thankful,  to-day, 
thai.  I  cast  that  vote".  Although  a  Dew  member  com- 
ing in  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  I  have  been 
treated  by  the  Chairman  with  more  courtesy  than  I 
could  have  expected,  and  I  am  happy  to  second  the 
resolution. 

On  motion  of  Alderman  Breck  the  question  was 
taken  by  a  rising  vote,  and  the  resolution  was  passed 
unanimously. 
The  Chairman  said: 

I  thank  you,  gentlemen  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
for  your  kind  expressions  of  regard,  and  also  for  the 
consideration  and  courtesy  extended  to  me  during 
the  year,  it  has  made  the  position  of  your  presiding 
officer  a  most  agreeable  one. 

Elected  an  Alderman  seven  years  ago,  and  con- 
tinuously elected  every  year  since  with  one  excep- 
tion, I  might  reaionablv  take  tuis  opportunity  to  en- 
large od  some  of  the  great  improvements  that  have 
been  completed  or  are  m  successful  progress.  After 
wearying  you,  however,  night  after  night  in  the  long 
debates  that  these  schemes  gav3  rise  to,  I  will  on  the 
last  day  of  the  year  and  my  last  day  in  City  Hall,  but 
briefly  allude  to  the  record. 

I  find,  on  commencing  with  the  financial  year 
1875-6,  and  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1881, 
tbe  amount  of  debt  issued,  the  amount  of  debt  paid, 
and  the  average  rate  of  taxatioo.  as  per  returns  of 
the  Auditor's  Department,  was  as  follows: 
Tattle  Showing  Debt  Issued  and  Paid  between  May  I, 
1875,  and  Obc.  31, 1881;  Also,  the  Rate  af  Taxation  in 
Each  Vear. 
Finan.  Year.      Debt  Issued.        Tebt  Paid.     Bate  of  Tax. 

1875-76 82  588,000      #2,153,994.26      #13.70 

1876-77 2,017,000         2,275,338.43         12.70 

1877-78 720,000  1.859,474.83  13.10 

1878-79 2,351,000  2.448,200.24  12.80 

187-80 3,483,000         3,812,690.87  12R0 

1880-81 59,000         1,139  793.18         15.20 

1881-82  8  ms.  15  000        1,208,152.58        13.90 

#11,239,000    #14,897,650.39 
11,239,000.00 

Less  debt  paid 83,65S,6§0.39 

Average  rate,  $13.41. 

The  amount  of  debt  issued,  it  will  be  seen,  is  less 
than  the  amount  of  debt  paid  .$3,058,650.39.  This  is 
a  record  that  includes  years  of  necessary  expendi- 
ture for  public  imprnvemei  ts,  a  record  that  includes 
some  years  of  great  depression  in  business,  and 
a  record  that  I  am  satisfied  the  citizens  of  Bos- 
ton will  endorse.  That  we  have  carried  on  works 
of  improvement  costing  $11,329,000,  and  at  the 
sane  time  paid  $14,897,650  of  municipal  debt,  is  cer- 
tainly creditable  to  the  men  who  have  had  the  con- 
trol of  the  city  government  during  these  seven 
years.  The  average  rate  of  taxation  for  this  period 
was  $13.41  on  a  thousand — certainly  not  a  very  high 
rate  when  we  fonsider  the  amount  of  debt  paid  and 
the  amount  of  work  began  and  completed. 

I  regret,  gentleman  of  the  board,  that  our  official 
relations  are  about  to  terminate,  and  you  have  my 
best  wishes  tor  tour  future  welfare  and  prosperity. 

Alderman  Viles  offered  an  order— That  the  address 
of  tbe  Chairman,  together  with  the  closing  proceed- 
ings of  this  board  be  printed  with  tbe  addresi  of  his 
honor  the  Mayor  before  the  convention  of  the  City 
Council.     Pa  Bed. 

Adjourned  nine  die  on  motion  of  Aldermen   Slade. 
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Saturday,  Dee.  31,  1881. 

Adjourned  regular  meeting  at  1.30  P.  Ml,  was  call- 
ed to  order  at  ten  minutes  before  two  o'clock, 
Charles  E.  Pratt,  President,  in  tbe  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  of  Ward  23,  the  roll  was 
called  to  ascertain  whether  a  quorum  was  present, 
and  the  lollowiug  gentlemen  responded  to  their 
names: 

Barry,  Bartlett,  Beal,  Bigelow,  Bowker,  Briin- 
bacoin,  Brown.  Child,  H.  Clapp,  Connell,  Cos- 
tello,  Cotton.  Crnmn,  Cummings,  Denny,  Devlin,  C. 
F.  Dotiertv,  Dudley,  Eddy,  Emery,  Farwell,  Fisk, 
Fiizpatrick,  Folan,  Ford,  Freeman,  Gove,  Green- 
ough,  Hart,  H  Iton,  Hoaley,  Huntress,  Lauten,  Lov- 
ell,  Maguire,  Mathews,  "Means,  N.  M.  Monison, 
Mullett,  Murphy,  Parkman,  Pope,  Powers,  Quigley, 
Rosuosky,  Teevan,  Waketield,  Welch,  Wharton, 
Wheeler,  AVhitmore— 51. 

EXTENSION  OF  KNEELAND  STREET. 

The  special  assignment  for  tlie  meeting  was  the 
order  authorizing  the  Treasurer  to  borrow,  under  di- 
rection of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  $380,000,  this 
sum  to  be  constituted  a  special  appropriation  for  the 
yvideiiing  of  Kneel md  street  from  Albany  street  to 
Federal  street,  and  appropriated  for  said  |  urpose. 
,    The  question  was  on  the  passage  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— This  measure  has  already 
been  passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  now 
awaits  the  concurrence  of  the  Council.  It  is  a  very 
importaut  matter,  and  I  hope  it  will  receive  the  ne- 
cessary 48  votes. 

The"  substitute  order  reported  by  the  committee 
was  passed,  yeas  51,  nays  none,  as  follows: 

Yeas  —  Barry,  Bartlett,  Beal,  Bigelow,  Bow- 
ker, Brimbecom,  Brown,  Child,  H.  Clapp,  Con- 
lin,  Connell,  Cotton,  Cronin.  Cummings,  Daly, 
Deuney,  Devlin,  C.  F.  Doherty,  Dudley,  Eddy, 
Emery,  Farweil,  Fitzpatrick,  Ford,  Freeman,  Gove, 
Greenough,  Hart,  Hilton,  Hosley,  Huntress,  Lau- 
ten, Lovell,  Maguire,  Mathews,  Means,  N.  M.  Morri- 
son, Mullett,  Murphv,  Parkman,  Pope,  Powers, 
Quigley,  Rosnosky,  Teevan,  Viles,  Wakefield,Welch, 
Wharton,  Wheeler,  Whitmore— 51. 

Absent  or  not  voting— Boyle,  H.  B.  Clapp,  Con- 
lin,  Dana.  J.  Doherty,  Fisk,  FolaD,  Harding, 
Harrison,  McCormick,  J.  A.  McLaughlin,  B.  J. 
McLaughlin,  P.  Morrison,  McNamara,  jPratt,  Pray, 
Rogers,  Smith,  Swan,   Walsh,  Williams— 21. 

Ml-.  Lauten,  of  Ward  14,  moved  a  reconsideration 
hoping  it  would  not  prevail.    Lost. 

Mr.  Lauten  of  Ward  14— As  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men have  not  concurred  at  the  present  time  with  an 
amendment  I  move  the  order  be  sent  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  at  once  aid  that  the  Council  take 
a  recess  until  we  hear  from  the  board. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11 — I  would  ask  for  infor- 
mation whether  there  is  any  other  business  before 
the  Council.  If  there  is  any  other  business  it  might 
be  proceeded  with. 

The  President— The  Chair  will  state  that  he  is  in- 
formed that  there  is  another  matter  of  business  that 
ought  to  be  brought  up. 

Mr.  Wharton  of  Ward  11— I  move  we  take  it  up. 

The  President — The  Chair  will  ascertain  first  if  it 
is  true.  The  question  is  on  the  motion  of  the  uentle- 
man  from  Ward  14,  that  this  order  just  passed  be 
transmitted  forthwith  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for 
concurrence,  and  that  the  Council  take  a  recess  until 
the  return  of  the  messenger. 

Mr.  Whartou  of  Ward  11— I  merely  rise  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Chair  to  what  I  endeavered  to  as- 
certain before,  the  question  whether  or  not  there  is 
any  other  busiue-s  before  the  Council. 

The  Presideut— The  Chair  was  informed  by  a  gen- 
tleman that  there  was  another  order  to  be  proposed 
that  should  be  Drought  up,  requiring  48  votes,  but  he 
ascertains  that  that  is  not  the  fact;  whether  the 
Council  has  other  business  to  transact  the  Chair  is 
not  informed. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ward  14,  Mr.  Lauten,  and  it  was  carried. 

The  Council  then  took  a  recess. 

At  2.18  P.  M.  the  Council  was  called  to  order. 

The  President— The  Chair  is  in  doubt  whether,  un- 
der Rule  71,  he  should  report  it,  but  he  will  report 
this  fact  communicated  to  him  by  the  City  Mes- 
senger. 

"  Id  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Rule 
71,  I  will  respectfullly  inform  you  that  the 
aute-rooms  on  the  eas  erly  side  of  the  Commoa 
Council  were  occupied  by  the  committee  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermeu  on  the  recount  of  votes  on  the 
evenings  of  December  16  and  17. 

Very  resoectfully, 

A.  H.  Peteks, 
City  Messenger. 


At  this  time  His  Honor  the  Mayor,  the  Mayor- 
elect,  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  City  Clerk  came 
in  to  meet  the  Council  ror  a  joiutcjnventiou,  to  hear 
the  Mayor's  farewell  address,  after  which  the  Coun- 
cil business  was  resumed. 

THE  FINAL  PROCEEDINGS. 
■  Mr.  Maguire  of  Ward  19—1  rise  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion to  our  retiring  President  for  the  able,  faithful 
and  courteous  manner  in  which  he  has  discharged 
the  duties  of  his  office.  Although  holding  the  posi- 
tion but  a  few  months,  and  coming  in  at  a  time 
when  very  important  matters  were  to  be  consid- 
ered, he  has,  with  his  ability  and  tact,  dis- 
charged the  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  us  all; 
and  by  his  kiud  and  courteous  mauuer  consummated 
a  friendship  with  every  member,  I  have  no  doubt. 
I  do  not  intend  to  take  up  the  tune  ot  this  meeting, 
but  I  thh'k  in  expressing  my  ideas  I  simply  express 
the  ideas  of  all  here  present.  I  now  wisn  to  send  to 
the  Chair  this  order,  and  shall  move  that  when  the 
vote  is  taken  it  shail  be  by  a  rising  vote: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Conmon  Coun- 
cil of  the  City  of  Boston  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
tendeied  to  Charles  E.  Pratt,  Esq.,  for  the  uniform 
courtesy,  fidelity  and  ability  with  which  he  has  dis- 
charged the  duties  as  President  of  this  branch  of  the 
City  Government. 

The  question  was  put  by  the  Clerk,  the  order  was 
read  twice,  and  passed  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

Presideut  Pratt  then  delivered  the  following  ad- 
dress : 
Gentlemen  of  the  Common  Council. 

For  the  complimentary,  and,  as  I  accept  it,  sin- 
cere and  cordial  vote  which  you  have  just  passed, 
I  return  to  you  my  heartfelt  thanks,  and  I  am 
more  grateful  to  you  for  the  faithfulness  and 
cordiality  with  which,  during  the  last  two  months 
of  this  year,  you  have  co  operated  with  me  and 
sustained  my  efforts  in  presiding  over  your  de- 
liberations. *  I  had  been  associated  with  you  on 
the  floor  of  tnis  Council  and  in  committees,  enter- 
ing into  the  contentions  of  debate,  and  sometimes 
kindling  with  you  the  fires  of  opposition  during  ten 
months  of  the  year.  I  had  oeen  chosen  by  your  in- 
dulgent consideration  on  two  occasions  to  fill  this 
chair  as  President  pro  tempore,  one  of  those  occa- 
sions being  for  'he  longest  session  known  to  the  re- 
cord of  the  Common  Council  of  Boston;  and  I  was 
called  by  you  to  succeed  one  of  tbe  ablest,  most  ex- 
perienced and  most  adept  Presidents  who  ever  pre- 
sided in  this  chamber.  Under  these  circumstances, 
I  am,  as  you  can  easily  believe,  peculiarly  sensible  of 
the  honor  and  the  courtesy  which  you  havs  extended 
to  me. 

The  Cornmou  Council  t'f  1881  is  about  to  adjourn 
witnont  date.  Following  the  usual  custom,  I  claim 
your  indulgence  for  a  few  of  the  closing  moments  of 
this  last  session,  in  which  to  allude  to  some  ot  the 
measures  and  incidents  which  have  occnoiel  the  at- 
tention of  the  present  Council,  and  which  may  be 
hereafter  advei  led  to  as  characteristic  of  this  yeat's 
proceedings  of  this  branch  of  the  City  Council.  It  is 
not  my  intention  to  enter  upon  any  extended  resume 
or  analysis  of  the  several  measures  which  have  origi- 
nated with  or  been  passed  by  the  Council  of  1881 
These  are  all  to  be  found  in  the  printed  proceed- 
ings in  the  city  documents,  and  ill  the  files  of 
the  appropriate  offices — in  the  records  of  a  busy 
year. 

The  extensions  of  Broadway  bridge,  of  D  street, 
of  East  Chester  park,  of  Essex  street,  of  Harrison 
avenue  and  of  Huntington  avenue,  and  various 
other  improvements  of  our  city  thoroughfares,  by 
opening,  extensions  and  wideniug,  might  well  be  re- 
ferred to  as  matters  which  have  claimed  a  large  share 
of  attention,  and  which  indicate  that  the  outgoiug 
city  government  has  nut  beeu  behind  its  predecessors 
in  its  efforts  to  improve  the  mercantile  and  commer- 
cial advantages  of  our  city. 

Tbe  bridge  over  the  park  way,  and  the  extension 
of  Commonwealth  avenue  and  the  progress  made 
np'm  the  Back  Bay  Improvement,  in  otuer  respects, 
are  matters  which,  in  an  extended  review,  might 
claim  a  good  share  of  comment. 

By  the  demolition  of  the  reservoir  on  Beacon  Hill, 
the  dissolution  of  one  ancient  landmarK  has  bee» 
begun,  wnile,  by  the  restoration  of  the  Old  State 
House,  has  on  the  other  haud  been  taken  a  step 
toward  the  long  preservation  of  another  (and  one  of 
our  noblest)  ancient  landmark. 

Another  storage  basin  has  been  added  to  tbe 
resources  of  onr  water  supply.  A  site  has  been 
selected  and  the  purchase  of  land  provided  for  a 
new  Public  Library  building.  A  police  station  and 
an  engine  house  have  been  located,  and  a  repair  shop 
for  the  Fire  Department.  Several  new  schoolhouses 
have  been  built,  and  other  provisions  for  the  present 
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iuntJ  future  demand*  of  the  city  in  similar  directions 
have  been  made. 

TLe  various  departments  of  tbe  city  government 
have  claimed  aud  receiveo  a  large  degree  of  our  at- 
tention. Tbeir  affairs  have  been  conducted  With 
1 1 1 u c b  intelliiieiicc  arid  efficiency,  and  tbe  progress 
nude  will  be  shown  in  tbe  various  department  re- 
ports. While  the  public  reservations  have  been  pre- 
served from  public  encroachment,  passing  reference 
may  be  made  to  tbe  removal  of  tences  from  some  of 
the  public  squares  and  tue  erection  of  a  creditable 
music  stand  on  tbe  Common. 

A  large  degree  of  attention  has  been  required  dur- 
ing the  year  just  closing  by  the  demands  of  the  puri- 
ifica'ion  and  increase  of  our  water  supplv,  the  ap- 
proximate conclusion  of  our  immense  experimental 
system  of  improved  sewerage,  and  the  impending 
necessity  of  better  and  more  adequate  bridge  accom- 
modations between  the  cei  tre  ol  the  city  and  the 
Obarlestown  district,  and  tbe  complications  and  diffi- 
culties which  nave  arisen  in  regard  to  tbe  relatione 
of  the  City  ot  Boston  to  the  sewerage  and  the  water 
anppl)  of  the  Mystic  valley.  In  ah  of  these  direc- 
tions important  progress  has  been  made, although  no 
ultimate  re.-ults  have  been  accomplished. 

lu  this  latter  respect,  Dowever,  it  is  otherwise  with 
regard  to  the  system  of  pants  for  the  City  of  Boston, 
projected  so  many  years  ago,  urged  for  so  various 
considerations,  in  so  many  different  ways  and  by  so 
many  of  our  public  spirited  and  far-sigh tc  i  citizens. 
Indeed,  it  will  be  a  sufficient  mouument  and  memo- 
rial tor  the  Common  Council  of  1881,  that  it  lias  es- 
tablished and  made  adequate  present  provision  for  a 
comparatively  complete  and  appropriate  series  of 
parks  for  the" city.  We  have  not  lost  sight  ot  the 
fact  that  a  system  ot  darks  siiould  include  a 
park.  We  hive  provided  for  a  tract  or  public 
domain  whither  tbe  people  may  resort  and  lift 
up  their  eyes  unto  the  hills  from  whence  coojeth 
the  clean  air  that  giveth  them  strength.  The  quick 
and  unreserved  aequiescence  of  that  miuority  of 
the  public  which  bad  opposed  the  WTest  Roxbury 
park,  in  the  wisdom  of  our  actiou  as  soon  as  it  was 
accomplished,  i-  but  a  pleasing  i  nticipation  of  that 
full  degree  of  approval  and  gratitude  which  will 
surely  follow  in  the  coming  years.  We  have  pro- 
vided f or  a  beautiful  riverside  resort  for  a  hundred 
thousand  people  on  the  Charles  river,  and  for  a 
water  esp'enade  and  more  popular  recreation  ground 
where  the  masses  of  our  people  can  escape  the  dnst 
and  heat  if  summer,  be  tanned  by  the  cooling 
eastern  breezes,  and  look  out  upnu  the  isles  of  the 
sea  from  City  Point.  In  taking  initial  steps  for  the 
Ja>ing  out  ot  public  grounds  for  our  island  wards, 
aud  along  the  .Muddy  river,  aud  providing  the  taking 
of  land  and  co-jperatlm  with  the  president  ana 
fellows  ot  Harvard  College  in  establishing  the 
unique  and  valuable  educational  attraction  uf  the 
Arnold  Arboretum,  we  shall,  1  am  sure,  be  credited 
with  equal  wisdom. 

The  organization  aud  management  of  the  various  de- 
partments have  not  been  subjected  to  changesduring 
the  present  year  to  any  considerable  extent,  thungh 
it  may  ne  observed  in  passing  that  the  resolute  atti- 
tude of  the  City  Council  in  respect  to  its  rights  and 
duties  under  the  cit\  charter,  as  to  limiting  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  school  department,  and  holding  to 
accountability  the  School  Committee,  as  well  as 
Other  hoards,  has  had  its  effect  upon  the  manage- 
ment of  our  public  schools,  and  the  administration 
of  the  funds  set  apart  for  educational  purposes. 

In  the  law  department  a  reorganization  has  been 
made,  aud  a  division  of  duties  effected  which  have, 
so  far,  at  least,  approved  the  action  of  the  City  Gov- 
ernment in  that  relation.  The  somewhat  indefinite 
rumors  and  restive  public  opinion  in  regard  to  tbe 
Board  of  Police  Commissioners  and  License  Com- 
inis-ioners,  justified  the  institution  during  the  pres- 
ent year  of  an  investigation  of  that  department,  which 
has  been  apparently  conducted  without  fear  or  favor, 
and  with  a  patience  and  resoluteness  of  purpose 
•■reditaMe  to  tbe  committee  through  which  it  was 
made,  and  t!ie  result.-  of  which  are  auiongsl  the  few 
uiihuished  matters  ul  the  year  which  are  leit  for  the 
succeeding  City  Government  to  take  up. 

Tbe  general  subject  of  commissions,  and  th<i  expe- 
diency of  the  system  at  present  prevailing  to  a  large 
extent  in  our  city,  of  managing  its  departments 
through  commissions,  has  also  been  ihe  subject  ot  in- 
quiry and  ii.ve-tigition  by  another  committee, and,  in 
this  case,  also,  the  magnitude  of  the  subject  involved, 
aud  the  scope  of  he  inquiries  submitted,  have  ren- 
dered necessary  so  late  a  report  upon  the  subjeer, 
that  that  is  made  a  pan  of  our  legacy  to  our  sue- 
1  believe  it  will  be  but  expressing  the  sense 
of  this  Council  to  say  that,  in  our  opinion,  the  ex- 
periment ot  placing  the  execution  of  the  license  law 
oi  the  hands  ol  the  Police  Commissioners  has  been  a 


mistake  and  a  failure,  and  that  the  two  departments 
should  be  separated;  and  also  that  the  time  has  long 
since  passed  when  tbe  affairs  of  the  City  of  Boston, 
in  their  details,  could  be  carried  on  by  the  City 
Council.  The  system  of  commissions,  so  far  as  it  has 
been  adopted,  was  a  public  necessity,  and  the  experi- 
ence of  this  City  Council,  as  well  as  the  previous 
ones,  has  tended  toward  the  conclusion  that,  as 
our  city  increases  in  size,  and  ItB  interesis  in  variety 
and  magnitude,  and  its  departments  in  number, 
and  its  work  more  specialized  into  various  methodi- 
cal divisions  and  offices,  one  ot  three  directions  must 
be  followed  for  any  improvement  in  the  preseot  condi- 
tion of  affairs.  Either  the  present  Board  of  Alder- 
men must  be  increased  in  number,  or  the  Common 
Council  must  be  given  concurrent  action  with  the 
other  brancu,  in  matters  now  exclusively  administer - 
»d  by  it,  or  the  system  of  commissions  either  in  the 
present  or  in  some  reconstructed  form,  must  be  ex- 
tended to  the  other  departments.  In  obedience  to 
an  order  nassed  by  you,  I  have  petitioned  the  legis- 
lature for  a  law  to  enable  one  of  these  courses  to  be 
laken. 

Our  attention  has  not  been  claimed  during  the 
closing  year  by  many  celebrations.  Even  tbe  usual 
celebration  of  the  anniversary  of  American  in- 
dependence was  clouded  by  the  fatal  illness  of  the 
honored  chief  magistrate  of  tbe  nation,  and  we  were 
soon  called  (upon  to  take  our  appropriate  part  in 
public  manifestation  of  the  general  grief  at  the  mar 
tyrdom,  and  impressive  memorial  observances  of  the 
lessons  of  life  and  character  of  tbe  martyred  Garfield. 

On  the  other  band  we  have  had  tne  happy  oc- 
casion of  extending  municipal  courtesies  to  rhe  dis- 
tinguished French  and  German  visitors  to  our  coun- 
try, on  tbe  occasion  of  the  Yorktown  celebration. 

Without,  however,  mentioning  specifically  otber 
matters  claiming  our  attention,  we  may  safely  con- 
clude that  the  Council  of  1881  has  spent  many  la- 
borious days  and  some  laborious  nights  in  the  service 
of  the  Ciiy  of  Boston.  The  number  of  important 
questions  which  have  come  before  it  for  considera- 
tion amounts  lo  hundreds,  and  the  particular  propo- 
sitions' on  wh'ch  we  have  been  compelled  to  act  in 
stated  assembly,  amount  to  thousands.  We  have  a 
consciousness  that  in  diligent  attention  to  busi- 
ness, in  faithful  effort  for  the  city's  interests,  and  in 
sincerity  of  purpose  in  our  handling  ot  the  things 
which  Jiave  presented  themselves  for  our  action, 
we  are  not  behind  the  best  of  preceding  city  gov- 
ernments. If  there  were  needed  any  popular  evi- 
dence of  this  fact,  we  find  it  in  the  unusual  return 
of  nearly  two-thirds  of  our  membership  by  the 
popular  vote  to  the  next  Common  Council.  In 
some  things  we  have  been  subjected  to  more  than 
usual  public  debate  ard  newspaper  clamor.  If  in 
the  matter  of  the  Arnold  Arboretum  we  did  not 
work  the  machinery  of  legislation  quite  so  rapidly 
as  toe  printing  presses  of  Washington  and  Court 
streets  would  have  us,  we  did  accomplish  the  result 
sought  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  If  the  general  voice 
of  the  press  was  not  abreast  with  our  consideration 
of  the  park  projects,  we  found  our  accomplished 
work  the  subject  of  either  half-suppressed  approval 
or  else  ot  generous  praise.  If,  iu  the  matter  of  elec- 
tion of  a  City  Solicitor  we  had  an  unprecedented  in- 
dividual and  collective  pressure  brought  to  bear 
upon  us,  we  have  at  least,  shown  that  we  could  act 
upon  our  judgment,  even  under  the  strongest  in- 
ducements to  do  otherwise.  Horses  sometimes  shv 
at  newspapers,  but  men  ought  not  to.  It  is  one  of 
the  matters  on  which  we  may  congratulate  rather 
than  reproach  ourselves,  that  throughout  tbe  year 
we  wbo  have  made  an  intimate  study  of  city  affairs, 
some  of  us  for  years,  and  have  been  in  the  daily 
practice  aud  cognizance  of  them,  have  bad  self-re- 
spect enough  to  assume  that  we  understood  them,  at 
least  us  well  as  some  estimable  gentlemen,  wbo  after 
the  day  spent  with  their  best  energies  directed  to 
their  private  affairs,  sic  with  slippered  feet  before 
tbe  evening  tire,  and  read  such  "communications"  as 
tue  buiried  editor  has  been  good-natured  enough  to 
p-afclick  CritSLleta  of  pufciii  affairs  and  of  the  action 
ol  public  officers  should  be  based  upon  intelligent  un- 
derstanding of  all  the  facts,  and  not  upon  parl'al  or 
distorted  statements. 

If  we  have  been  charged  with  extravagance  in  ap- 
propriating a  million  and  a  half  for  public  lands  to 
be  devotid  to  the  public  use,  we  may  answer  that 
the  city  owns  more  than  that  amount,  in  assessed 
valuation,  of  unused  and  sal  .hie  lands,  which  the 
continued  prosperity  and  development  of  our  city 
will  enable  otir  successors  to  place  upon  the  market, 
and  to  avail  iheinselves  ot  the  proceeds  in  payment 
ot  the  debt  incurred  for  lands  which  toe  people  can 
use.  TLeie  will  mature  and  be  paid  of  the  indebt- 
edness of  Boston  during  the  year  1882,  $1 ,324,(IU0U, 
an  amount  which  relieves  us  of  any  charge  of  crip- 
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pling  our  successors  in  the  carrying  out  of  any  nec- 
essary provisions  for  the  city's  needs. 

The  matter  of  personal  extravagance  is  a  delicate 
one  to  touch  udoii,  perhaps,  and  1  have  no  intention 
either  of  any  defence  of  junketing,  or  of  any  blame 
of  the  Council  of  1881,  or  any  of  its  members  in 
that  respect.  In  ancient  Sparta  it  was  mere  of  a  sin 
to  be  found  out  thau  it  was  to  steal.  Whether  that 
be  so  in  the  popular  estimation  of  modern  Boston- 
ians,  it  is  not  necessary  to  discuss;  but  It  may  be  ob- 
served with  practical  truthfuli.ess,  that  the  real 
eausfc  of  such  censure  as  has  been  bestowed  upon 
the  present  Council  for  tue  expenses  charged 
to  its  contingent  fund  has  been  due  more 
largely  to  the  fact  of  their  being  made  public 
than  to  any  fair  comparism  of  them  witb. 
those  ot  auv  preceding  Common  Council.  .  Since 
our  assembling  a  year  ago  our  number  has  not  been 
broken  by  death,  although  we  were  deprived  of  one 
who  was  elected  to  serve  with  us  by  the  death  of 
.Major  Daniei  ,1.  Swene.v,  of  Ward  2,  between  the 
time  of  his  election  and  the  day  of  nur  organization. 
Two  of  our  members  have  resigned,  one  of  tuem, 
Mr.  Hagar,  oil  Ward  10,  to  take  a  position  which  he 
was  so  well  adapted  to  till,  in  the  City  Solicitor's 
office.  The  other,  that  of  President  Andrew  J. 
Bailey,  ot  Ward  4,  since  elected  city  Solicitor,  whose 
resignation  was  the  occasion  of  a  resolution  fitly  ex- 
pressing the  high  appreciation  of*  his  services  as  a 
member  with  us)  and  a=  our  presiding  officer  for  so 
many  months,  and  of  the  warmth  of  respect  which 
he  bad  won  from  every  member  of  this  Council. 

.antoniuus  has  said,  "There  is  no  man  so  fortunate 
that  'here  shall  not  be  by  nim  when  he  is  dying  some 
who  are  pleased  v  ith  what  is  goit  g  to  happen."  So 
it  may  be  tuat  m  these  expiring  moments  this  Coun- 
cil is  not.  si  fortunate  but  that  some  may  be  pleised 
at  our  dissolution;  but  I  think  we  may  conscientious- 
ly felicitate  ourselves  upon  the  earnest  endeavor  on 
our  part  to  have  served  our  city  well,  and  the  belief 
that  we  shall  retire  from  these  seals  of  unremunera- 
ted  devotiou  to  the  nubile  ii  terests,  with  the  mutual 
respect  of  ourselves,  and  the  general  respect  .of  the 
people  whom  we  have  striven  to  represent. 

I  cannot  close  these  concluding  words  without 
paying  my  tribute  ot  grateful  acknowledgment  to 
the  patient  and  genial  aid  of  our  respected  Clerk, 
Mr.  Gregg,  whose  lousr  experience  and  prompt  assis- 
tance make  him  so  necessarv  a  reliance  for  any  pre- 
siding officer;  and  also  to  Mr.  O'Kane,  the  unob- 
trusive but  accomolishcd  Assistant  Clerk.  It  was 
by  his  assistance  that  I  have  been  enabled  to  place 
in  the  President's  room  a  complication  ot  rulings  of 
the  Chair,  and  decisions  ot  the  Council  in  previous 
years,  whijh  will  be  found  valuable  for  reference  by 
my  successors  in  this  Chair,  and  by  members 
who  desire  to  keep  tbemsi-lves  well  equipped 
for  debate  on  this  floor;  and  in  this  connec- 
tion I  may  mention  the  fact  luat  I  have  drawn 
upon  a  part  ot  the  appropriation  made  by  you 
in  tne  early  pan  of  the  year  for  tne  purpose,  for 
supplying  a  tew  reference  volumes  i.eedtul  in  the 
President's  room.  I  wish  also  to  make  particular 
acknowledgment  o  Mr.  William  H.  Lee,  the  efficient 
and  untiring  Clerk  ot  Committees,  and  also  to  Mr. 
"Peters,  the  City  Messenger,  ooth  of  whom  from 
their  knowledge  of  precedents  and  their  ready  atten- 
tion, sugge.-tiuns  and  aid,  are  ot  necessity  so  often 
drawn  upon  lor  advice  and  eo-  pera'ion.  liefer  to 
these  faithful  city  officers,  not  formally,  but  with 
sincentv  and  earnestness  of  praise,  and  the  more  rit- 
tinglv,  because,  bu-y  and -ilent  workers  as  they  are, 
there  are  few  opportunities  for  expression  of  the  ap- 
preciation and  esteem  in  which  they  are  held. 

Ag  in,  gentlemen,  1  thank  you  collectively  for  the 
consirteriteiiess  of  your  support  and  the  kindness 
with  which  vou  have  received  my  good  intentions  iu 
place  of  perfect  work— tor  of  mv  impei'f  eeti  in;  I  am 
aware  as  well  as  you.  I  thank  you  individually  for 
the  warmth  and  generosity  of  your  comradeship  and 
the  thousand  kindnesses  you  have  shown  me  in  all 
the  varied  relations  in  which  we  have  so  long  been 
associated.  Iwishfcrvou  all  the  happy  returns  of 
tbe  new  vear  and  of  the  years  to  tome,  and  for  our 
dear,  attractive,  prosperous,  grand  obi  City  of  Bos- 
ton the  loyal  service  of  couucilincn  as  able,  aiscieet 
and  faithful  as  vou  forever. 

JV  r.  Hart,  ot  Ward  18,  ottered  an  order— That  the 
President  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  of  his  ad- 
dress that  the  same  may  be  printed  and  bonnd  with 
tbe  citv  documents.     Read  twice  and  passed. 

Mr.  Park  man.  ol  Ward  9,  moved  that  the  Council 
Adjourn  without  day. 

Mr.Whilinoreof  Ward  12—  I  would  inquire  whether 
there  is  any  document  to  come  from  tbe  Board  of 
Aldermen  to  us  before  we  adjourn.  There  is  a  re- 
port that  a  veto  has  been  sent  in  by  the  Mayor  and 
overruled  by  tbe  board. 


Tbe  President— Will  the  gentleman  from  Ward  9 
give  way  for  a  moment?  The  City  Messenger  will 
ascertain  whether  there  is  any  business  to  come  be- 
fore the  Council. 

Mr.  Parkman,  of  Ward  9,  withdrew  his  motion  to 
adjourn. 

The  President— The  Chair  n  informed  bv  message 
from  the  City  Clerk  that  there  is  .  o  tnrthet  business 
to  come  belore  the  Council  from  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Greenougb,  of  Ward  9,  the 
Council  adjourned  without  day. 

iar  dr-.,i,.vr  coi* vENTioif. 

A  Joint  Conventton  was  neld  in  the  Council  Cham- 
ber at  2.30  P.  M. 

Tbe  Mayor  took  the  chair  and  delivered  au  ad- 
dress, as  follows,: 

Gentlemen  of  the  City  Council.  It  is  proper  that 
those  who  have  been  charged  with  tbe  execution  of 
a  pub  le  trust  should,  upon  its  termination,  review 
tbeir  work  and  a  certain,  if  possible,  whether  their 
duties  have  been  faithfully  and  successfully  per- 
ioruied.  We  were  appointed  by  our  fellow  citizens 
to  manage  their  political  affairs  during  the  year  now 
closing.  To  our  care  tbey  committed  most  import- 
ant municipal  iutere-ts.  We  were  directed,  ia  the 
language  of  the  charter,  to  act  upon  "all  such  meas- 
ures as  may  tend  to  the  improvement  ot  tbe  finances, 
the  police,  health,  security,  cleanliness,  comfort  and 
ornament  of  the  city."  The  duties  thus  imposed 
npon  us  were  grave,  and  involved  the  gravest  conse- 
quences, for  upoo  their  successful  reriormance 
largely  depended  not  oi.ly  tbe  prosperity  of  the  city 
but  the  convenience  and  safety  of  the  citizens. 

These  duties  have  been  augmenting  in  variety  and 
importance  for  many  years,  as  conventional  iife  is 
constantly  creating  hew  wants,  which  government 
is  expected  to  supply,  and  ihings  wnicb  in  the  days 
of  less  wealth  were  urban  luxuries  have  become  so 
largely  necessaries  that  what  once  sufficed  our  irugal 
fathers  will  not  now  satisfy  thoir  more  extravagaut 
descendants.  Under  our  system  the  most  important 
share  of  t  he  municipal  work  and  tne  largest  portion 
of  municipal  responsibility  devolve  upon  the  City 
Council.  Tbe  functions  of  this  body,  in  respect  to 
the  administration  ot  the  government,  are  superior 
and  controlling.  The  power  and  influence  of  tbe 
executive  are  comparatively  inconsiderable.  The 
business  of  the  city  is  distributed  among  the  differ- 
ent muuicipal  departments,  and  the  officials  in 
charge  of  these  departments  perform  it  under  tbe 
supei  vision  of  the  committees. 

The  Mayor  can  do  little  without:  the  concurrent 
action  of  the  Council,  yet,  more  strangely  and  illogi- 
cally,  be  is  made  responsible  for  most  municipal 
sbort-coming*  and  wrong-doings — tor  errors  he  can- 
not avoid,  and  nistakes  be  cannot  prevent,  the  real 
culprit  receiving  oulv  vicarious  punishment.  If, 
however,  the  duties  of  tbe  CotiLCil  are  arduous,  it 
has  the  benefit  of  oublic  criticism,  touching  i in po> 
tant  measures  counted  tiiroush  a  vigilant  prc-s,  for 
its  guidance  and  vindication,  even  if  public  senti- 
ment does  not  always  indicate  what  the  best  interests 
of  the  ci'y  require. 

Examining  the  work  of  the  last  year  in  the  light  of 
public  opinion,  I  think  vou  have  reason  to  beliive 
that,  upon  tne  whole,  it  has  been  approved  and  in- 
dorsed oy  your  constituent).  Filty-six  of  the  pres- 
ent Council  have  been  re-elected  -ubstanti  illy  upon 
the  issue  of  their  record,  and  this  muy  be  taken  as 
sufficient  evidence  of  sueces-ful  stewardship.  You 
were  required  during  tbe  year  to  continue  many 
important  works  involving  large  expenditures,  which 
had  been  commenced  by  your  predecessors,  aud 
were  generally  approved  by  the  citizens.  I  may 
mention  among  them  the  construction  of  the  great 
system  of  sewers,  ami  the  new  bain  for  storing  the 
water  of  Sudbury  river,  the  tilling  of  Back  Bay  and 
other  lands,  so  long  the,  rec  ptacle  of  the  pestilential 
sewage  of  Muddy  river  and  Stony  brook,  the  widen- 
ing, straightening  and  deepening  of  the  latter,  so  as 
to  abate 'hat  ancient  an  i  intclerable  nuisance;  the 
extension  of  Co  :iuon wealth  avenue  and  streets  ad- 
joining Beacon-street  entrance  to  Back  Bav  park, 
Ihe  Beacon-street  bridge,  the  Broadway-extension 
bridge,  tbe  Boy  lston--i  reet  arch  bridge  and  the  cov- 
ered channel  of  Stony  brook.  You  have  complet- 
ed the  widening  of  Commercial  street,  wmch  is 
tbe  continuation  of  Atlantic  avenue,  that  magnificent 
marginal  highway  which  girdles  the  commercial  part 
of  our  water  frontage,  to  the  great,  bene  it  of  our  in- 
c**easin«:  business.  B'Side  continuing  tlie-e  Works, 
which  hail  been  commenced  when  you  assumed 
office,  you  have  done  all  the  tilling  lor  txtemliug 
East  Chester  park  and  Huntington  avenue,  and  par- 
tially built  Blalte  more-street  budge,  Commonwealth- 
avenue  br:dge,  the  railroad  bridge  ac  Beacon-s;roet 
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entrance  of  the  Hack  Bay  park,  and  the  railroad 
b.idge  over  the  waier-way  in  the  park.  You  have 
also  originated  other  paoiic  works  of  equal  impor- 
tance for  the  convenience  of  the  citv,  and  ti  e  pro- 
motion of  i's  interests  in  the  future.  You  have 
widened  Portland  street,  that  great  and  increasing 
thoroughfare,  from  Hanover  street  ro  Causeway 
street.  Vou  have  widened  South  s'reet,  and  recog- 
nized the  policy  of  widening  Kneeland  Btreet. 
These  last  two  improvements  will  greatly  accommo- 
date the business  which  the  railroads  have  brought  to 
this  section  of  the  city. 

You  have  initiated  proceedings  to  supply  that  long 
existing  want,  which  so  many  city  governments  have 
been  importuned  to  supply — a  convenient  Court 
House.  Let  me  here  congratulate  your  successors 
and  the  bench  and  bar  that  we  have  round  at  last  a 
place  of  refuge,  a  reservoir  for  our  distressed  courts, 
where,  I  trust,  the.v  will  be  satisfied  to  remain  for  at 
lea-t  a  genera  Jon. 

You  have  attended  to  the  educational  interests  of 
the  city  by  liberal  appropriations  for  the  construc- 
tion of  scboolhouses  and  die  maintenance  of  our 
public  scboi  Is.  The  magnificent  schoolhouse  for  toe 
accommodation  of  the  Englisu  High  aud  Latin 
schools  on  Montgomery  street  and  Warren  avenue, 
substantia  I  Iv  completed  in  the  latter  Dart  of  1*80, 
was  finished  and  delivered  up  to  the  School  Com- 
mittee, and  de iicated  to  its  important  work  on  the 
2zd  of  February  last.  It  i-  the  finest  specimen  of 
school  architecture  in  Boston,  aud  is  a  mouument  to 
the  pi  ofessional  skill  and  taste  of  onr  accomplished 
architect.  Notwithstanding  its  cost,  it  will  be  re- 
garded in  the  luture  as  among  our  most  valued  civic 
possessions. 

You  have  adopted  the  system  of  parks  so  long  de- 
sired by  our  ei'izens.  and  permit  me  to  observe  that, 
if  this  had  been  the  sole  work  of  the  year,  it  would 
justify  the  assertion  that  the  Council  of  1881  would 
nave  deserved  well  of  the  city.  This  great  public 
Improvement  is  not  to  beuefit  alone  your  constitu- 
ents—it is  not  foi  the  enjoyment  alone  of  the  present 
genera'ion,  it  is  to  bea  blessing,  an  inestimable  b'ess- 
uig,  to  posterity,  and  posterity  will  gratefully  remem- 
ber its  benefactors. 

I  observed  in  my  remarks  to  the  Council  of  1880 
that  I  thought  posterity  had  its  claims  sis  well  as 
those  ot  tue  present;  that  duty  requires  us  to  as- 
sume reasonable  burdens  for  the  benefit  of  tonne 
who  come  after  us.  Rev.  Dr.  Eli:?,  in  nis  eloquent 
address  at  tne  centennial  anniversary  of  the 
evacuation  of  Boston,  says:  "As  I  read  the  his- 
tory of  onr  tathers  in  all  these  generations,  their 
toil  and  virtue  seem  to  uie  to  have  been  no- 
blest in  their  steady  legard  fer  i.he  welfare  and 
happiness  of  their  posterity,  and  as  1  firinlv  believe 
that  no  single  individual  cau  follow  the  highest  pat- 
■tern  <-fan  earthly  life,  unless  his  hope  and  faith  link 
od  to  a  future,  so  I  tinu  it  proves  in  ad  biographies 
and  annals,  that  all  unselfish,  uobie  aud  heroic  lives 
are  those  which  parents  lead  for  their  children  and 
their  el  lldreu's  children.  We  have  such  lives  among 
us  in  city,  State  and  nation,  private  aud  public, 
hien  and  humble." 

It  -liould  be  onr  aim  to  do  as  well  for  those  who 
come  after  us  as  those  who  preceded  did  for  us. 
There  is  a  class  in  every  community  who  live  only 
m  toe  present,  'the  memory  of  Gov.  Winthrop,  the 
founder  of  Boston,  is  dear  to  as,  and,  among  the 
many  beneficial  acts  of  his  illustrious  life,  not  the 
least  i-  the  saving  of  Boston  Common  from  partition 
and  division  among  the  settlers,  and  its  dedication  to 
public  uses.  Toe  gratituoe  we  ad  feel  for  his  saga- 
cious forecast,  and  his  considerate  regard  for  the 
interests  of  the  tutu  e,  will  be  to  you  assurance  of 
the  appreciation  of  our  action  in  respect  to  the 
parks,  bv  the  generations  which  are  to  come.  The 
cost  of  establishing  the  park  system,  although 
lar  e,  u  not  so  large  that  a  city  as  piosi'erous 
as  Buston.  with  a  fa?  valuation  of  over  $650,000,- 
000,  cannot  allord  it.  We  could  pay  the  amount  re- 
quired f  .ir  the  land  by  the  proceeds  of  tne  lots  owned 
by  the  city  not  needed  for  public  purposes,  and 
whicli  the"ci:y  ptopnses  to  sell.  It  is  to  lie  remem- 
bered that  parks  are  not  laid  out  for  merely  orna- 
mental and  pleasure  purpose.  However  much  our 
civic  pride  may  prompt  u-  to  make  Boston  beautiful 
aud  attractive  in  it.-  physical  appearance- so  as  fitly 
to  illustrate  its  granu  In -tnry,  so  full  of  memorable 
even  s  which  have  influenced  the  destiny  of  the 
whole  coumry — we  should  not  be  justified  in  imoos- 
lng  unnecessary  taxation  for  what  might  be  regarded 
as  only  municipal  luxuries.  The  great  argum  nt  in 
favor  of  Darks  in  citief,  and  of  our  system  ot  parks, 
is  the  sanitary  argument.  The  health  of  large  com- 
munities, for  obvious  reasons,  in  never  so  good  as 
that  of  sparsely  settled  places- -the  small  towns. 

It  was  shown  by  the  sanitarians,  when  the  park 


question  was  considered  in  1876,  at  the  great  meet- 
ing in  Paueuil  Hall,  that  Boston  was  the  third  in  the 
schedule  of  unhealthy  cities  of  this  country,  its 
mortuary  returns  exhibiting  the  greatest  death  rate 
of  all  others,  except  New  York  and  New  Orleans — 
greater  even  than  that  of  London.  Plenty  of  open 
spaces  ate  required  in  all  cities.  They  have  been  ap- 
propriately teruieo  the  lungs  of  cities.  So  well  is 
this  truth  recognized  that,  in  all  modern  munici- 
palities, there  is  provision  for  park  accommodation", 
and  in  most  of  the  old  cities  efft  rts  are  being  con- 
stantly made  to  suppiy  deficiencies  in  this  respect. 
I  am  told  that,  uuiing  the  year,  London  has  added 
6000  acres  to  her  many  parks:  that  New  York  is  in- 
creasing her  great  central  Paik  of  800  acres;  that 
Baltimore  i»  extending  her  lars/e  and  beau  til  ul  Druid 
Park,  and  that  other  places  are  following  the  same 
wise  and  judicious  policy. 

Let  me  here  observe,  in  justice  to  such  of  the 
Council  who  opposed  the  appropriation  of  money  for 
park  purposes,  that  those  with  whom  I  have  con- 
ferred generally  fa\ored  the  park  scheme  and  ad- 
m.tted  the  force  of  the  argument  in  its  favor,  hut 
thought  the  present  canc'ition  of  the  finances  did 
not  warrant  the  great  expenditure  needed  for  the 
purpose;  that  it,  would  be  better  policy  to  defer  ac- 
tion therein  until  we  could  better  afford  the  cost, 
even  if  the  lands  should  appreciate  in  value  so  as  to 
require  a  iarger  appropriation  for  the  purchase  here- 
after. 

Be  assured  that  your  action  in  the  park  matter  is 
right  aud  is  approved  by  the  citizens.  We  are  all  ;n- 
terested  in  the  future  growth  of  the  citv.  We  all 
wish  to  see  its  prosperii  y  maintained,  that  its  rela- 
tive position  among  the  municipalities  of  the  coun- 
try should  be  preserved,  and  that  its  reputation  as  a 
model  city  >hould  continue.  Ail  must  concede  that 
to  this  end  Boston  must  be  made  a  healthy  city, 
whatever  the  cost.  We  cannot  expect  that  business 
will  come  here— that  it  will  he  regarded  as  a  desir- 
able place  of  residence— if  there  are  simitary  ob- 
jections to  it. 

Healthy  conditions  are  among  the  firt  necessities, 
Then  come  business  facilities  and  municipal  con- 
veniences and  enjoyments.  Fortunateh,  parks  meet 
equally  the  sanitary  and  the  aesthetic  requisites. 
Permit  me  here  to  remark  thai  a  large  population 
alone  does  not  necessarily  make  a  grea:  city.  Some- 
thing more  than  mere  inhabitants  is  needed  to  make 
any  place  urban,  nor  can  a  city  become  urban  in  a 
fetv  months,  like  oine  of  our  We-tern  cities,  what- 
ever its  population.  Years  are  required  to  lay  the 
four  dation  and  rear  the  superstructure  of  a  great 
municipality.  A  proper  public  spirit  is  to  be  created, 
popular  education  provided  for,  the  love  of  ktiowt- 
eoge  of  all  Kinds,  ot  science,  of  art,  of  letters  dis- 
seminated; methods  of  auvancing  moral,  intel- 
lectual and  Esthetic  t-ulture  adopted;  methods 
for  the  development  of  mechaical  and  manufac- 
turing skill  and  the  promotion  of  the  vari- 
ous industries  which  supply  the  ever- increas- 
ing wan  s  of  civilized  hie,  devised;  insittu- 
tions  for  benevolent,  charitable  and  religious  pnr- 
posea  oigamzed;  the  cosmopolitanism  which  is  hos- 
tile to  narrow  prejudices  and  attachments,  and  leads 
to  the  consideration  of  subjects  in  large  relations, 
and  with  regard  to  cciniu'ehensive  results,  properly 
developed.  These  are  some  of  the  things  which  must 
ootain,  and  some  of  the  results  which  must  be  accom- 
plished, before  a  community  can  acquire  a  civic 
character  and  claim  the  consideration  which  attaches 
to  a  metropolis  They  cannot  be  soou  obtained. 
Thev  are  the  growth  of  time.  For  one  I  should  not 
desire  to  see  a  larger  popu'ation  here,  unless  it  is  of 
desirable  character.  "Great  cities  are  .-am  to  be  great 
sores.  We  cannot  have  in  Boston  too  many  of  the 
industrious,  the  enlightened  and  the  virtuous;  but  I 
fail  to  see  anv  benefit  in  having  great  numbers  of 
those  who,  from  indolence,  improvidence  and  vice, 
are  constantly  taxing  our  charity,  merely  that  we 
may  boast  that  we  have  more  inhabitants  than  some 
other  place.  The  gr  iwth  o;'  Boston  in  respect  to 
population  has  not  been  so  rapid  as  many  American 
cities,  but.  I  think  its  growth  in  all  the  essentials 
which  make  a  u  etvopolis  has  been  constant,  steady 
and  hclthilv  rapid. 

Our  municipal  policy,  bowew,  has  been  very  de- 
ficient in  one  respect.  We  have  not  had  sufficient 
con-ideiatimi  for  the  wains  ot  the  future,  as  I  have 
before  observed.  We  never  seem  to  expect  tn  be  a 
great  city  and  to  have  rhe  wants  and  require  the  ac- 
commocations  of  a  gicat  ci'.y.  We  plan  and  provide 
for  the  present  o  .ly.  Our  policy  leads  to  tempo- 
rary expedient- and  inake-liifts.  We  seem  to  think 
we  have  reached  the  everlasting  now  of  the  traiiscen- 
dentahsts.  We  have  cot  dared  to  anticipate  a  grand, 
enlarging,  distant  futures — hardly  an  immediate  fu- 
ture—and make  no  provision  ior  it.     We  forget  that 
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conservatism  may  be  carried  so  far  a*  to  degenerate 
into  stagnation.  Thinm  are  no;  as  tliey  were.  The 
world  is  awake,  and,  if.  we  will  not  lt-ad,  let  u?  at 
least  keep  step  Willi  other  cities  who  are  marching 
Oli,  or  wl  shall  he  If  ft.  If  any  think  I  am 
extravagant  iu  my  remarks.  I  will  ask  them 
if  it  is  not  true  that  our  streets  have  not 
beeu  laid  out  on  the  comoreheosive  plan  they 
should  be,  in  respect  to  prospective  growth  and 
expansion ;  that  our  public  buildings  have  been  built 
t'oi  immediate  necessities  only,  and  require  constant 
enlarging  and  rebuilding;  that  our  public  works  are 
adapted  to  preseut  requirements  only;  that  our 
Court  House,  City  hail,  Library,  Water  Works, 
hospital,  market,  scboolhouses,  'nidges,  railroad 
stations,  freight  hou-es,  wharf  facilities  and,  gen- 
erally, all  our  bull  lings  and  conveniences  for  public^ 
uses,  seem  to  be  projected  for  the  exigencies  of  the 
Diesent,  with  little  regard  for  the  wants  of  the 
future.  If  the  true  metropolitan  spirit  now  devel- 
oping here  had  obtained  years  ago,  we  ,-hould  have 
adopted  years  agoasy;teiu  of  parks.  We  should 
have  had  a  system  of  avenue-*  and  "streets,  as 
Philadelphia  ha-,  lain  out  before  tliev  were  wanted, 
but  to  be  uiaue  as  the  public  nece-suy  and  conven- 
ience demanded.  It  would  have  been  economy  for 
us  to  have  done  so.  tor  the  lands  lcw  requi  ed  for 
the  purpose  are  L„ade  more  costly  by  the  buildings 
which  have  beeu  placed  upon  them. 

If,  however,  we  have  oeen  reluctant  to  consider  to 
the  extent  we  should  the  claims  of  the  future,  we 
hive  well  recognized  thnse  of  the  present,  for  ad  our 
municipal  tbuigs  are  of  the  besr  quality,  and  are 
known  to  be  >o  everywhere.  Our  citiz  ns  demand 
well  made,  well  cleaned  and  well-lighted  streets — 
and  they  have  them.  They  require  a  numerous  and 
efficient  police,  and  the  best  fire  department  that  can 
Tie  had.  I'hev  have  them.  They  demand  a  careful 
and  constant  inspection  of  all  buildings,  that  safety 
against  tire  and  accident  may  be  assured.  Tbey  have 
it.  They  insist  tnat  the  Health  Department  shall 
vigilantly  watch  eve.ything  which  a  t'eots  the  coin- 
fort  and  endanger^  the  health  of  The  citv.  It  is  faith- 
ful to  thi,  duty.  Tney  will  not  suffer  the  educational 
interests  of  the  people  to  be  neglected.  They  desire 
the  wants  ot  t  le  library,  the  ho-uital  ana  charitable 
and  correctional  institutions  to  tie  properlv  supplied. 
They  insist  that  proper  attention  should  be  given 
to  the  ornamentation  and  emoebishment  of  the  city; 
that  the  public  buildings  should  be  kept  in  good 
ord  r,  and  the  ouohc  grounds  proierly  cared  lor; 
they  expect  that  the  honor  and  oigiii  y  and  hospital- 
ity of  Bn-tou  should  be  maintained,  when  distin- 
guished visitors  come  bete,  and  on  public  occasions, 
To  have  all  these  after  our  standard  of  excellence 
makes  the  cost  of  government,  relatively  larger  than 
that  of  other  cities  where  les*  is  wanted,  but  it.  is  uu- 
avnidabie.  To  those  who  complain  of  ■  xcessive  taxa- 
tion I  would  -ay  that,  if  costly  things  are  wanted,  cor- 
responding prices  must  be  pai.l.  If  our  citizens  wdl 
lie  satisfied  wi  h  half-made,  dirty  air)  ill-lighted 
streets,  an  inadequate  police,  an  inefective  tire  de- 
partuif  et.  shabby  public  buildings,  and  like  deficien- 
cies, the  taxes  would,  of  course,  be  less. 

It  is  evidence  that  our  municipal  departments  are 
web  managed,  that  we  receive  almost  daily  com- 
munications from  other  cities  requesting  informa- 
tion touching  tne  methods  of  conducting  civic  busi- 
ness. I  rave  buen  again  and  agai  .  asked  how  our 
streets  were  cleaned,  uur  police  organized,  our  ore, 
health,  water,  lamp  and  school  departments  man- 
aged. 

Notwithstanding  the  cost  of  carryirg  on  the  gov- 
ernment as  required  by  the  citizens,  it  is  cause  for 
congratulation  thai  the  taxes  of  the  uresent  year  are 
considerably  less  than  those  of  the  last.  It  is  pleas- 
ant to  knowtDat  less  complaint  has  been  made  to  the 
assessors  in  respect  to  their  vacation,  and  less  abate- 
ment solicited  than  during  uy  of  the  last  ten  tears. 
I  may  here  observe  that  the  aggregate  of  the  sales  of 
rea.  estate  during  the  present  year  was  much  greater 
than  the  assessors'  valuation.  It  is  also  gratifying  to 
know  that,  in  consequence  of  the  increased  pros- 
perity in  all  kinds  if  business,  property  is  still  aug- 
menting in  value.  The  wealth  of  the  citv  is  accumu- 
lating by  the  building  of  costly  structures,  public 
and  private,  in  many  parts  of  the  citv. 

During  the  vear  $1,208,152.58  of  the  city  debt  ma- 
tured and  was  paid. 
We  incur-ed  additional  permanent  debt  to  the 

amountof #39,000 

And  temporary  debt... 84,000 

Total 8123,000 

We  authorized  the  following  additional  delt: 

Additional  supply  of  water $324,000 

Widening  Porllan.  street 300,000 

Widening  South  street 185,000 


i 


West  Rnxbury  park 600.000 

City  Po.ntpark 100,000 

East  Buston  park 50.000 

Charles-  river  embankment 30U,OI)0 

Muddy-river  improvement 200,000 

Arnoir.  Arborenim 60,0u0 

City  building,  corner  Boylston  and  Hereford 

streets 84,000 

Additional  lani,  Public  Library 150,000 


Total. 


82,353,000 

The  gross  debt  Dec.  31, 1876.  was 845,058,151  58 

Sinking  fimds  and  other  means  forpay- 
ing  deht 1G,681,789  34 

Net  debt 828  376,362  24 


The  gross  debt  Dec.  31.  1881 840,018.598  02 

Sinking  funds,  etc 15,770,551  42 


Net  debt 824,248.046  60 


During  the  last  five  years  the  gross  debt 

has  decreased 85,039,553  56 

The  net  debt  has  decreased 4,128,315  64 

But  the  sinking  funds  and  otner  me  ins 

for  paying  deht  hava  only  decreased 

during  thisthne 911.237  92 

The  work  on  the  great  sewer  ha*  been  vigorously 
prosecuted  during  the  year.  The  sewage  could  be 
carried  as  far  as  Dorchester  bay  iu  a  tew  days,  but 
it  will  require  about  two  years  to  complete  this  grand 
enterprise.  The  amount  appropriated  tor  it  was  S3,- 
753,001),  of  which  82,438,983"  80  has  been  expended. 
About  nine  and  a  half  miles  of  the  sewer  have  been 
built.  Thepivmoiiigengii.es  and  boilers  are  nearly 
ready  for  use;  5800  feet  ol  tunnel  have  been,  about 
12:i0  feet  remain  to  be,  excavated.  Toe  department 
iu  charge  of  tne  Stjny-brook  improvement  has  made 
great  prugress  during  tue  year,  hut  some  months 
will  be  required  for  its  completion.  All  the  work 
has  been  well  and  economically  done,  a^d  we  may 
expect  tnat  this  great  uuisar.ee  will  be  soon  abated. 
The  faith tul  and  vigorous  action  ol  the  committee 
having  tue  supervision  ol  this  work  is  to  be  com- 
mended. 

Tue  work  on  Sudbury-river  basin  No.  4,  which  was 
commenced  in  October  last,  will  be  completed  in  two 
years.  The  temporary  channel  to  carry  the  waters 
of  Sudbury  river  around  Farm  pond,  so  as  to  avoid 
contamination  with  those  of  the  latter,  was  com- 
mence!' Nov.  21, 1881,  and  completed  Dec.  5, 1881,  at 
the  cost  of  about  $12,000  It  is  matter  of  congratu- 
lation that  ie  have  probahly  diseoveied  the  cause  of 
the  impurity  of  Farm-pond  water,  Which  caused  so 
much  in  -ouvei.ienee  during  th  ;  fall.  Che  matter 
gave  the  government  great,  anxiety  during  the  year, 
and  the  Water  Department  has  neen  indefatigable 
in  its  efforts  en  di-cover  ihe  source  of  tne  difficulty. 
It  seems,  however,  thai  the  di-covery  was  acciden- 
tally made,  and  not  reache  1  by  scientific  deduction. 
If  we  are  right  in  our  b.  lief  that  the  cause  ot  the 
impurity  h^s  been  found,  we  may  hope  for  a  pure 
supply  iu  the  future  of  this  first  necessity,  as  the 
remedy  has  been  applied. 

I  might  allude  to  many  other  matters  which  have 
received  your  attention  and  been  the  subject  ot  your 
care  'luring  tue  year,  but  I  refrain  troai  doing  so,  as 
tbey  are  matters  of  record,  f  did  not  ioteud  saying 
what  1  have— in  truth.  I  did  not  propose  to  make  any 
valedictory  remarks,  but  the  unexpected  and  unusual 
request  of  botu  blanches  of  the  Council  to  address 
them  in  convention,  before  the  dis-olution  of  the 
two  bodies,  was  so  complimentary  that  I  could  not 
decline  loing  so. 

We  should  be  grateful  to  Providence  for  the  pros- 
peri'y  which  has  bpen  vouchsafed  to  our  beloved 
city,  and  the  general  health  which  has  blessed  our 
citizens  iluriog  the  year  We  have  be«»u  spared  many 
of  the  afflictions  which  have  tallen  upon  other  com- 
munities, and,  save  the  great  bereave  uent  wiicu,  in 
common  with  tne  rest  of  the  country,  we  sustained 
in  the  death  of  our  martyred  President,  no  great 
calamity  has  beta'len  us 

You  came  together  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
in  amity,  you  have  worned  togetbei  harmoniously, 
aud  any  diiterences  of  opinion  you  may  have  uad, 
touching  the  obl'gations  of  official  duty,  nave  been 
marked,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  discover,  with 
mutual  court  sy  and  a  considerate  regard  for  the 
rights  of  each  other. 

I  do  not  say  that  we  may  not  have  made  mistakes 
— for,  to  err  is  mortal — but  I  believe  that  iu  their 
official  action  all  have  been  influenced  by  an  honest 
desire  to  do  their  duty,  to  promote  the  prosperity  of 
the  city  and  to  give  the  citizens  srood  government. 
Tnere  is  an  eastern  legen  I,  which  says  that  every 
man  has  two  angels  constantly  attending  him, 
one  on  his  right  should,  r,  and  one  on  his  left. 
When  he  does  anything  which  is  good,  the  augel 


